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PROCLAMATION~ 

(L. S.) 
H. PRE SCOTT. 

By His Excellenry Henry Prescott, Esquire, 
Companion of tlie .JJ1ost Honorable Jlii

litary order of tile .Bath, Governor 
and Comm.ander in Chie_f in and over 
tlie Island of Neivfoundland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

WHEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands prorogued until Wednesday 
the 1st day of Ja11uar.y next: And Whereas I tl1ink it fit further to proro;ue the 

~aid General Assembly un~il Friday the third day of January next. 

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue tl1c said Gene1·a l A ~sem hl~v· 
until Friday the third day of Janl1ary i1ext, then to meet for the clespatch of busin~ss,-a~1d 
all persons concer11ed are required at1d commanded to take due notice, and govern therr1-
~elves accordingly. 

Given u11dermy ha11d and seal at the Governme11t 
Hot1se, at St. John's, the Eleve11th da)7 of 
Nove1nber, 1839, i11 the third vea1· of 

.. . 
Her MajeRty's reign . 

.; 

By His Excellency's Comn1and, 
JAMES CROWDY, 

Secretary. 
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JOURNAL AND PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

, 
' : OF 
, 
~ ... - t ... 1 NEWJt"'OUJVDLAND .. 

PRIDA Y, January 3, 1840. 

,.f,-HE IJouse of' Assembly haVing beeti prorogued. b! th~ several piocl'am'ations 
of his Excellency the Governor to this day,- then to meet fo1· the despatch of 

business, 1net pursuant thereto. 

l\tlr. Speaker laid. before the H-ouse a i"etter fi·om the 1-lon. Mr. Secretary Crow~ 
fly, acquainting him, for ~he i·nformation of the IJouse, ~y command .9f tris Excel
lency, that Mr. Archibald has resigried the appointrnent of Clerk to the House.· 

On motion of.Mr. Kent,, seconded by Mr.- Br&wn, 
. : ~ . , 

Resolved,~ That. the· Solicitor of th~ f-f ot1se· do a·c~ as Clel·k, until' s1ich officer be· 
appointed by this House·. 

"fhe Solicitor of the House took his seat at the Clerk's Tab I e accordingly. 

A Message from his Exc'elle11cy the Governo\~~ by Joseph Ten1plema:n~ 
l~sq., Usher of the Black Rod. 

A.l'Jr. iSpeaker, and Gentle1neri of the Hozt~e of Assembly) 
. . . 

It is his Excellency the Governor'@ pleasure that you attend him imn1ediately 
in the Council (~han1bcr. 

~1ecting of the Assem .. 
bly. 

Letter from Colonial 
Secretary 

Acting Clerk ap·~ 
,pointed 

' -

Message from his E~
cellency the Governor 

Mr. Speaker and the I-louse attended accordingly, and being returned iI·~use attend1 

. 
Mr. Speaker reported that the House had been in attendance on his ~xccllency~- Report~ 

and that his E~xcellency had been pleased to make a speech to both Houses~ of 
which 1\1 r. ~peaker said he had, to prevent mistakes, obtained a copy, which he' 
read to the I-louse as fi)J lo\vs : 
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M1". President, and Honorable Gentlertien of the Council, 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentle1nen of tlie Hoitse of Assembly, 

When I closed the late Session in the month of October, it was not 1ny inten- . 
tion so soon to have re-assen1bled the I~egisJature, but the pressing necessities of 
the utterly helpless poor, have co1npelled tne to resort to this measure; and as 
there are other subjects to be considered) and experience does not seen1 to have 
proved the superior advantage of our meeting in the summer, I shall bring under 
your observation all the public business, both regular and incidental, trusting that 
the whole may be completed before the commencen1ent of the Seal F'ishery. 

JJ1r. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly: 

The most urgent matter for your consideration is the present condition of the 
Sick and impotent Poor, of Orphans and Idiot~, <'ombined \Vi th the just clairns of 
those benevolent and industrious individuals \Vho have long \Vatched over and pro
tected the two last-named classes of sufferers. Since April nothing has been paid 
on this account, and I shall place before you affiicting staternents of consequent 
want and vvretchedness. 

I am \vell a\varc that in no part of the \Vorld should eleemosynary aid he given 
with inore caution than in N c\vfoundland, but the infirmities of nature and the 
misfortunes occasioned by tho character of our occupations, are surely entitled to 
public cornmisseration and relief. 

I have transn1ittcd on all occasions to the respective Legislative Bodies, copies of 
such Despatches as regard rny conduct in conjunction \vith their proceedings. 

By regulati~ns prescribed by her ~1ajesty's Governrnent, the I-louse tnust be 
sensible that it is my duty rigidly to a Lide-and it \viii consequently be perceived, 
that had the Poor llill, as sent up to\vards the conclusion of the late Session, been 
fully adopted by the Council, it could not possibly have received my assent. 

I mention this to prevent n1isconception, and to obviate any future n1isunder
r stana1ng. 

In an Address from the llonse of Assen1bly to her ~1ajesty, passed at the close 
of that Session, the subject of the last Contingency Bill is discussed at son1e 
length.-As considerable tin1e n1ust elapse before any ans\ver can be received, I 
\vould venture to suggest, \Vithout at all anticipating what the ans\ver may be, that 
Bill en1bracing such iten1s as \Vere originally undisputed might, in consideration 
of the painful position of various cJain1ants, be at once advantageously prepared. 

I have forrnerly laid before you staten1ents of the defective condition of the Build
ing in \Vhich \Ve are no\V assembled. I shall transn1it to you the report of a Sur
vey thereupon, just made by n1y direction, to which I beg to call your particular 
attention. 

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentle1nen qf the Council: 
hlr. Speaker, and Gentlernen of the I-louse of _4ssembly: 

I shall have the pleasure of transmitting to you as soon as printed, a 1·eport fro1n 
the Geological Surveyor containing n1uch interesting information. He will be 
prepared to pursue his arduous and ilnportant labour at the earliest practicable pe
riod. 

I have received a Despatch fron1 Lord John Russell, announcing that it is no 
longer desired that measures for the alienation of the Crown Territory should be 
delayed. 
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I shall therefore supply you with-copies of correspondence on this head, which, 
with the documents already in your possession and your own local knowledge, 
will, I hope, enable you to frame an act suited in every particular to the exigencies 
of the colony. 

I invite your early attention to this, because as the Bill will probably require .a 
suspending clause, procrastination may occasion the loss of the fine season to apph
cants for Grants of Land. 

'fhe subject of a Road Bill will, I presume, occupy your deliberations. 

The benefits arising from good Roads are so well known that observations res
pecting them \vould be trite and uninteresting, but it appears to me that while pur
suing so useful an object, we should carefully avoid the evils \Vhich would inevita
bly result from any heavy accumulation of public debt. 

I have heretofore recommended some points \vhich I still believe to be worthy 
of your consideration. lJ pon then1 and others I shall always be happy to afford 
such inforrnation as I may possess; and to assist as far as n1y humble means per
rnit, your efforts for the general good. 

011 i11otion of l\'.Ir. l(e11t, seco11ded by lVlr. Brol-v11, 

Resolved,-That Robert Roberts l\rakeham Esq. be appointed Clerk of this Clerk appointed 
llouse, and that l\'Jr. Speaker do con1n1unicate the same to him. 

Mr. Speaker having forth\vith made the necessary notification, Mr. Wakeham 
appeared before the 1-iouse and took his seat at the Cler·k's Table. 

On n1otion of Mr. Nug .. e11t, seconded by l\1r. Kent, 

!.. - -J 

Ilcsolred,-'rhat this 1-1 ouse do no\V resol vc itself jnto a cotnmittee of the whole House in committee on 
Ilous~ on privilege. privilege 

And the I-louse resolved itself into the said corumittec accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
~1r. Solicitor General took the Chair of the committee. 
1'ir. Speaker resun1ed the chair. 

rrhe Chairn1an reported fron1 the Committee that they had considered the mat- Report 
tcr to them referred, and had come to certain resolutions thereon, which he was 
directed to report to the 1-Jouse; and he read the said resolutions in his place, and 
afterwards delivered them in at the Clerk's 'rable, where they were again read as 
follow:-

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this com1nittee, that the no1nination of a 
l\'lember of the Assen1bly to an office of emolument under the Crown, is a legal 
voidance of his seat; but that as the Law Officers of the Crown in England have 
expressed an opinion adverse to this view, and as it is the earnest desire of this 
Cornrnittee to avoid any proceeding that may be considered as dictated by a de
sire to oppose the just and reasonable \Vishes of her LVlajesty's Government, we 
consider it expedient to refrain from pressing the removal of Mr. Power, until a fur
ther representation is made by the I-louse upon that subject . 

. Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Committee that a bill be passed dec~a
r1ng that ~1embers of the Assembly upon accepting an office of emolument under 
the Crown, thereby vacate their seats. 
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Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that the offices of stipendiary 
magistrate and legislator in Newfoundland are perfectly incompatible, and that 
as the duties of the Legislator can only be discharged by abandoning those of tha 
magistrate, it is the duty of the I-louse of Asse1nbly on all future occasions to with.
hold the salary of the magistrate in al I cases where it nlay occur that the person 
holding such office shall enjoy a seat in the Legislatuf .. e. 

And the said resolutions having been read throughout, Were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the 1Jouse. 

011 111otion of Mr. Nug~ent, seconded by Mr. Wi11ser, 

Resolved-That the resolution passed on the 29th May last by the House, de-· 
claring that James flower, Esq. me1nber for Conception Bay, had \'acate·d his seat 
by accepting an office of et11otun1ent under the Crown, he rescinded, and that Mr. 
Speaker do notify the same to him. 

i\'Jr. Speaker having notified accor<lingJy, Mr. Power took his seat in the House .. 

On 111otio11 of Mr. Nugent, seco11ded by Mr. Mo·rris, 

Resol1'ed,-r:l,hat a con11nitt.ee of five be appointed to prepare an humble address 
to his Excellency the Governor in reply to his J:1~xcellency's speech at the opening 
of this session. 

Committee to prepare Ordered,-rf hat IVJ r. N ugcnt, ~1 r. lVJorris, Mr. Kent, 1\ilr. Solicitor General, 
addresitohis Excellency and Mr. Winser do for1n the said con1n1itte.e. 

Notice of address to his l\Ir. Nugent gave notice that he should on ---ruesday next move an address ot 
Excellency. t!1anks to her Majesty's Government for the instructions communicated to his Ex

cellency the Governor, by her ~1inister of state for the colonies, on the liability of 
certain public officers to removal. 

Notice for committee on Mr. Morris gave notice that he should on Tuesday next move for a comn1ittee 
:roads and brid~ea of the whole lJ ouse on roads and bridges. 

'f'hen the I louse adjourned until 1,nesday next at one of the clLck. 

1,UESDAY, Jant1ary 7, 1840. 

M _OVED hy Mr_. l{ent, seconded by Mr. Nugent-

Resolved,-1.hat the Clerk be instructed to lay before the flouse aJI despatches 
and documents. trans1nitted by the Executive to this I-louse relating to the tenure 
of Crown '-~ands in this colony. 

Notice for committee on Mr. Moore gave notice that he should to-morrow move for a com1nittee of the 
contingencies. 'Yhole House on the consideration of the contingencies for the last session. 

Notice ofaddres9 to his lV1r. Nugent gave notice that he should to·n1orro\V move an address to his Ex-
Excellency cellency the Governor, praying that his Excellency \vould cause to he laid before 

this House the names of all persons holding lands in this colcny under the Cro\vn, 
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\vith tGe nature of their tenure, and alc;o th~ amount i,vhether of purchase or of 
rent paid or payable, and the quantity and situation of the land, and the dates of 
the.r respective titles. ' 

T\f r· ~1orris gave notice that to-n1orro\v he sho,1ld n1ov'-"' for a C()1111nittee to pre
pare a bill to regulate the disposal of the '\Vaste LanJs ui ~his colony. 

A pet :ti on of John Purcell, ,J amAs Sheehan., and others, in}:lahit~~n~s of Portugal 
Cove, \Vas presented by ~1r. Nugent, and the snn1e was received and read, 

1-,ra ying fur a grant of a further sum to finish the ne'tv line of Road, at least to 
V\' est'1vard Point. 

011 motio11 of 1''.lt. Nuge11t, seconded by l\1r. I{e11f, 

Orrlered.,-That th'? snid tJctition be referred to the Comn1ittce on Roads and 
, "' 

Bridges. 

A · · r B · · L~ • f \tr 1 S t1 Sh · 1 b petition 01 · enJa1n1n ~rp.Hres, o . Janr:e.s, ._ ou a .. ore, \VUS presentPc ,y 
I\1r. l\1orris, and the sarne \Vas rec.'}ivcd and read, praying the I louse to grant hitn 
such re1nuneration as to thern shaH seen1 meet, for conveying or ferrying over the 
pond or gut at lVIanue1s, travellers on their \Vay too and fi·on1 St. John's, the head· 
of the Bay, an<l I_)ortugal and B1 oad Coves. 

On i11otio11of1\1r. l\Iorris, seco11ded by Iv.Ir.· Po\Ycr, 

O'.rdcrcrl.,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges. 

'"fhe Solicitor General gave notice that on an eariy day he shonld move for leave 
to l•ri1~g in a b!H rr1aking it irnperativc upon all persons hrin~ing slide loads of 
vrood into the to'"1Yn of St. John's \V1th hor~;es, 01· U:-,ing sle;ghs, in and ~boJ.t the 

"d h • 1 f I l f • h • l" 1 1 1 l • I sat · tovvn, to ave a certain nurnoer o iJe ... ,s \V!l su.clt s tues auu s1e1gH~. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at one c! the clock.-

WEDNESDi\.Y, -January 8, 1840·~. 

_Nf R· Nugent from the committee appointed to prepare an address to his Ex_ 
· cellency the Governor in reply to his t~x~el?ency's spf~ech at the opcninrr of 

· this session, reported that the committee had preparec' the drnft of an addr<::~s
0

ac
cording1y, \vhich he read in his place, and afterwards ciclhvered it in at the C]e!'k's 
table, "vhere it \Vas again read. 

On i11otio11 of ~fr. Nugent, seconded by I\11·. Doyle 
()r<lered-That the said address be referred to a con1mittee of the whole Ilouse. 

Resolved--rfhat this House do no\v resolve itself into the ~aid committee. 

~1r. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Doyle took the chair of the committee . . 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the chair. 

" 

Notice of bill to regu.: 
J~t~ the disposal of waste 
lands~ 

Petition of John Purcell 
and others 

Ref erred to committee' 
on roads and brid-- es e 

I 

Petition of B. Squires' 

Referred to committee~ 
on roads ttnd bridges 

Notice of bill for the' 
r~gu!ation of slides and: 
sleighs in the town of 
St. John'~. 

Report of committee ap-· 
po1ntcd '"o p1·epare ad
dress to his Exce~~~ul; y. 

House in committee· 
thereon. 
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Tne chairman reported from the co1nmittee that they had gone through the said 
address, and had agreed to the same without amendment. 

<:ln motion of l\lr. Nug-ent, seconded by l\'.lr. Doyle, -

Ordered,--That the said address be engrossed and read a third time this day. 

Agreeably to order, the said engrossed address was read a third time, and is as 
follows:- · 

·To Ilis Excellency Hen)~y Prescott, Esq. 
Co1npanion of tlie J.lfost I:lonorable 
Milita1·y Orde1· qf lfie Bath, Governor 
and Commande1·-in-C hief in and ove1· 
ilte Island ~r Neicfoundland ancl its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

We, Her IVJajesty's faithful Commons of Newfoundland, in General .A~sembly 
convened, beg leave t.o thank your Excel!ency for your t:xcellency.,s Bpeech at the 
·opening of the present Session of the Legislature. 

Concurring as we do in your Excellency's vie'v of the propriety of ~::~ldin!; the 
general annual Session of the Legislature ;,1 the Vlinter Season, we shall cheerful-
1y enter upon the public b:isiness. hoth regular and incident::tl, although we, too, 
'''ith your Excellency, regret the painful circumstances that have 111ade our pre
sent convention imoerative . 

.&. 

That it is not to the ren1issne~s of the House of Assen1bl y, or their un,~liHingness 
~nmply to provide h'),. the '~'ants of the l10or, that the present distrGS2 is n ttribu1 a l1ie, 
is proved by the circurnstance that in the last Session \'Ve i:assed a l1iii grunting to 
Her l\fajesty a sum in our opinion fully adc1u:ite to the ex!ge~cy of the tirne, 
which .B:ll, ho~.vever, nnhappi~y \Yas not perrnitted to arrive at thH rnat urity o[ ~ .. a'1V ; 

and we regret exceedingly that your Excellency shoa ld havP dee1n 8d it necc~~ary 
to intimate in your l~xc'ellency's Spe~ch, that to that ~liJI your Excellency's ~t1s t.ruc
tions forbade your giving your Excellency's assent, should it have received the 
sanction of the two I-louses of the l .. egislacure, although we are not a \V;ire in ',vhnt 
respect the n1easure in question, or any provision therein c1nbo<lied, is e~iher oppo
sed to or beside these Instructions. 

The Instructions to 'vhich your Excellency allnd~s, 've apprehend, are ernbodied 
in certain Despatches frorn 1-ler illajesty's Secretaries of State f<,r the Colonies, 
sent down by ~f essage bearing date the Twelfth of August, One thousand eight 
hundred and thirty nine, and \Vhich Instructions, \Vith rP-ferPnce to th~~ Biil, in the 
opinion of this l·louse, go no f:'lrthcr than to express an opinion tl:at the l...egislature 
-should not themse•v~s non1inatP, D:· autho.-;ze otb,.;rs to appoint, to Stipendiary Of
fices; and in the Biil adve,·te<l to, the !-Iou~e of Assemb!y cnrefully abstained fron1 
violatinl! that prjnt:·iple, leaving to your Exc~Hency the sole appointm~nt to the 
·Office vf District Surgeon, the oniy "'tipendiary Office conternplated therein. 

Feeling rle~ply for the miseries of the !~oor, \Ve shall, not,vithstanding this diffi-
1culty, apply our utmost zeal and in~cHigence to this important subject, in order that 
the contemplated relief may be made as early as possible avai!able, and shall be 
tnost anxious fo render any n1easurc that may be introduced for that purpose alike 
<:onsistent with the just and reasonable \Vishes of IJer 1"1ajesty's Gov<;rnment, ancl 
.promotive of the interests of the Poor. 

Your 'Ex~'=' Hflncy is r;2rrs~i! !n yo:1r Excellency's speech to observe upc:1 the ~ub
je~t. cf tre ra~t c,~•:tin p: ~ :1c.y h}H, aud to suggesi that us the subje~t ;s rlis~ussed at 
sorne l~ngti~ in a:1 adf~i·css fi·on1 t~1e 1-louse to her ~~~jesty in the Inst session, a bill 
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embracing such ifems as were origina·l!y undisputed, might, in consideration of the' 
painful position of various clain1ants, be at once advantngeously prepared. Wei 
beg leave to observe that the address to \Vhich your Excellency allutles, \Vas com
plaining of the in1pedirnents daily thrown in the way of the operation of the As
sembly in N.e\vfoundland ;· and the sub.feet of tl1e rejection of the Contingency bill' 
is there introduced merely incidentally \Vith that of tl1e rejection of the~ 
Academy Bil!, the Grarnmar Srh('ol Bill, the Poor JjiIJ, a_nd othert;, hut. by no· 
n1eans with a vie\tv to leave to the decision of her Majesty's f;overnment m~tters·, 
lv hereof the Assembly are themsel\7es the only constiiutional judges. 

'1Ve shall therefore consider the subject of the coutrngent expenses· of the last 
session in the same manner as we shall those of the general expenses of the Civil 
Governme·nt of the country. with a vie'\v to the puLJic interests. as well as to ti1e 
maintenance of the independence oft.he popn.'iar branch' of the l ... egL_tature. 

\\' e than I{ your Ex:cellency for the inte ntion yout Excellency· ex presses of iay
ing before us a survey of the building occupied by t l10 LBg;s!ature, and shall not 
fail to take the subject of th-e condition of that building under our con8ideration. 

We also rPturn your Excellency our than·k.s for yo1_~r Excellency's i11tention to lay 
before us the third r~pvrt (;~ t l.e \;colog ical Surveycr. 

111ie feel grateful to her lVIajesty's Government for conceding to t-he L egislature· 
the alienation of the cro\vn te rr it ory, and shn.H ! :Jst~ no t in-ie in !\repa ring a bill upon· 
that subject, in-order that the assent of her i\lajcsty th.ereto rnay be had with as · 
little <lclay as possible. 

Yonr Excel lency judges co1~r~nf ljr th~t a road· bi!l \Viii occti'py ou~ deliberations, 
inasrnueh as such n P"'·" :\ iJ ~ .. ,·e is e~sc~1tiaJ1y necessary l~'r proviJing for the comple
tion ofioads a iread.Y in uperation, as \Ve n as fiH· the n1aki!1g othe rs of g reat impor-· 
lance ; but particularly is such a hiJI called for hy thu necessity of atl:)fding e1n
ployn1Pnt to the poor, there by enabling ns to av·oid voting a ]urge sua1 fJr tl1e sup-~ 
port of th0 at)ie bodied and i<lustriou:s lab0urer .. 

In fine \V e shall g ive our fuUest consir1e ration to~ all th0se topics to \vhi6b your 
Excelh~ ncy has def' rned it Pxpedient on former cc~ i· (!sions to ea-II our attention, and 
in vvhlch \ Ve have not yet been pe rn1itteJ to carry your Excellency's vie,vs into 
(.ff2ct, an :] beg leave to return ou1 .. thanks fur the readiness your Ex·celle11cy is·, 
ph~ased to ex press to ass!st our efforts f-0r the genera-I good. 

011 inotio11 of l\'.Ir. Nugent, sec~o11ded by ftlr·. Doy le, 

Resolved,-1'hat the said address do pass, and that it b.e presented to1 his Ex ... , 
ceUency by ~lr. Speake1· and the \VholB· I l ouse. 
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Committee. 
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Notice of bill to repeal 
seamen's relief act. 

Notice for committee on 
gtant for relief of the 
poor 

Report of committee 
appointed to present ad
dress to his Excellency 

.. 
t· .. ... 

House in com'llittee on 
roads and bridges 

Report 
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Ordered,-Th:it Mr. Nup;ent and i\1r .. Doyle he ::i committee to wait upon hi-s 
ExcetlP-ncy the Governor tn ~1~~~c·!ain h!s Excellency's pleasure \Vhen he \Viii be 
attended by the l1ouse \Vith the said address. , 

''J'hen the ll ouse adjourned Gntil to~morro,v, at one of the cl<.:ck • 

'I,IIURSDAY, Ja11t1ary 9, 1840. 

J}IR. Winser gave notice that on Thursday the 23d inst. h::! should move for 
~ · leave to brin~ in a hill to repeal iil part nu act passed .in t lie r~;gn of his 
late i\-1 a jest y \V Hl. IV. en tit led '' An act for t h0 relief of sick and disabled sea,nen, 
fishermen, and other persons.'' 

J\i'f r. l\tl001·e gave no .. ica that on an earlJ· day he should move for a committf'e of 
the \vhoie i ! ou~e on tho cunsiderat ion of a grant fur the relief of the poor of this 
country. 

1\'Ir. r~ugent fi·om the co1nn1ittee np!"'0inted to \Vait npon his Excellency the Go
·~,.er nor t n h.no\V \V hen it 'vou ld he h !~ Ex c~ ll ency 's plea sure to receive the L! ouse 
to f>resPnt their a<!dre~s in aas\ver to hi~ f:xcellencv's ~H)eech at the oneniu.Q" of the 

., t t • ; 

_session, reported that thioy had \Yaited on his Excellency accordingly, but th::it 
his ):i~xcellency having been fi·orn hon1c, the Secreta1 y undertook to say that I.is 
Excellency's pleasure wouhl be corrununicated to the Speaker without de1ay. 

IVJr. Morris rnoved, pursuant to notice, seconded by l\1r. Nugent, 

~'hat the House do no\v res0!ve itself into a committee of the whole House on 
the consideration of roads aud bridges. 

\Vhich being put, the House divided thereon as follc\VS: 

·For the motion-

i\lr. Doyle 
Kent 

- Winser 
Morris 

- Power 
Bro\<vn 

- Butler 
- Nugent. 

So it passed i~ the affirmative. 

Against the tnotion

Mr. Moore. 

And the House resolved itself into the said cornmittec accordingly. 

Mr. S!leaker left the Chair. 

i\1 r. Nugent took tbe Chair of the committee. 

l\~r. Spe~ker resumed the chair. 

The Chairn1an reported fro1n the Co1nmittec that they had considered the mat .. 

ter to them referred, and had come to certain resolutions thereon, which they had 
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directed him to report to the (louse, and he read the said resolutions in his place, 
and afterwards delivered them in at the Clerk's table, where they were again read 
as follow:-

Resolved,-That the alienation of the Crown Territory of Newfoundland to the 
Legislature by her ~lajesty's Governrnent, merits the gratitude of the colony. 

Resolvrd,-1"hat it is oft he highest importance to the general interests of the 
colony that the roads at present in process of making be completed, and that great
er facilities of Inland comn1nnication should be promoted as well for the public 
convenience as to enhance the value of the public lands. 

RPsolvell,-That as the advantages derivable from the making of Roads and J 
construction of 13ridges \viii extend more to posterity than to the present genera
tion, the principal part of the hurt hen of expense should rest on those who succeed 
us, and therefi-)re it is the opinion of this co1nn1ittee that a surn of tnoney be raised 
on loan payable by moderate instalments in a lapse of time for that purpose • . 

Resoli~ed,-That it is the opinion of this cotnmittee that a sum not exceeding 
t\venty one thousand pounds be raL~ed on loan accord1ngly, for the making and re
pairing of Roads and Bridges in this colony. 

And the said resolutions having been read throughout a first and second time, 
'vere, upon the question severally put thereon, agreed to by the I louse. 

l\Jr. Speaker laid before the I-louse a letter frorn tho lion. l\tlr. Secreta1·y Cro\V

dy, acquainting hi1n for the infor1nationof the House, that his Excellency would re
ceive the address of the House in reply to his Excellency's Speech at the opening 
of the session, on Saturday next, at half past t\velve o'clock. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

Fn1nAY, January ·JO, 1840. 

A Petition of Denis Ryan. Senr., Richard Lak«:!, and others, inhabitants of 
Presque, llJaccntia llay, \Vas presented by i\1r. Nugent, and the same was 

recei\'ed aud read, setting fi>rth,-That a salary \Vas allo,ved for a 'f"eacher fi·on1 
the Colonial Funds, and a School established at J>resque, at which upwards of fifty 
children received instruction. The said salary was paid for twelve months, but 
then \Vithdrawn, and the school discontinued. That petitioners being fully aware 
of the advantage of education, are most anxious to afford their children the benefit 
·of it, and therefore pray that the IJouse would cause the said salary to be restored 
and the School resumed. ' 

Ordered,-That the said petition do lie upon the Table. 

Resolutions read and 
agreed to 

Letter from hon. Mr. 
Secretary Crowdy 

Petition of D. Ryan & 
others 

To lie on .the Table 



His Excellency's reply 
to the address of the 
House of the 8th inst. 

Petition of J. Doyle & 
others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition of P. Flemming 
and other~ 

Ref erred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Address to his Excel
lency presented & read 
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Then the House adjourned until to-morrow at a quarter before t\velve of the · 
clock. . 

SATURDAY~ January IJ, 1840. 

M. R. Speaker and the House waited upon his Excellency the Governor at the 
time appointed by his Excellency to present the address of the House in 

reply to his Excellency's speech at the opening of the Session-

A nd being returned, Mr. Spealie.- reported that his Excellency had been pleased 
to rep1y as follows : 

, . 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of tlie House of Assembly, 

The expression of your intention to take into full consideration the various sub .. 
jects which it has been tny duty to bring before you, cannot be otherwise than gra
tifying to me) and I shall be most happy to render you every assistance in n1y 
power in ~he prosecution of your Legislative labors. 

Government House, ~ 
11th January, 1840. S 

A Petition of James Doyle, J. '\'V. ~1artin, and other inhabitants of Conception 
Bay and St. John's, was presented by Mr .. fVlorris, and the same v"1 as received and 
read, praying for a grant of a sufficient sum fron1 the Iievenues of the Colony fo1· 
the erection of a Pier or Quay at Portugal Cove. 

011 motion of lVlr. Morris, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Ordered,-That the said Petition be referred to the co1nmittee on roads and 
bridges. 

l\1r. ~1orris also presented a Petition of Patrick Flemming, f>eter Doyle, and 
others, inhabitants ofTorbay, and the same was .-eceived and read, praying for a 
grant of an adequate sum for the repairing of the r(~ad from St. John's to 'f'orbay. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-That the said Petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges. 

Mr. Nugent pursuant to notice on the 7th instant, presented the draft of an ad
dress to his Excellency the Governor, \vhicb ·he read in his place, and after\vards 
delivered it in at the Clerk'::; table, where it was ag·ain read as follo\VS: 
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To His Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq. 
Companion of the ~Vost Honorable 
Milita·ry Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commande1·-in-C hief in and ovet· 
tlte Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, <tc. <tc. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

The flouse of .~ssernbly request your Excellency \Viii be pleased to order t.he
following returns to be laid before the 1--Jouse-

The names of all persons holding lands in this colony under the Crown. 

The quantity and situation of such ]ands. 

The date and nature of thei1· tenure, and the amount whether of purchase or of 
.. ent paid or payable thereon. 

On 1notion of ft1r. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Addreas. 

Ordererl,-That l\lr. Nugent and the Solicitor General be a committee to pre· Committee. 

sent the said address to his Excellency. 

IVJ r. Morris gave notice that on 1\t1onday next he would move for a committee of 
the \vhole 1-JouFe on the consideration of that part of his Excellency's speech rela
tive to the alienation of the Crown ,.f erritory in Newfoundland. 

1\1r. Nugent gave notice that on an early day he 'vould n1ove for leave to bring 
in a bill to regulate Juries in this colony,-also a bill to regulate the office of 
Sheriff in this colony. 

· "fhe Solicitor General gave notice that on an early day he \Vould move for leave 
to bring in a bill to provide for the expense of supplying the town of St. John's 
with \vater. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that on the 21st inst. he \Vould move for leave to bring 
in a bill to incorporate the town of St. John's. 

On motion of ~1r. Nugent, seconded by Mr. i\iloore, 

Resolved,-'fhat f>eter \Vinser, E sq., be appointed Chairman of Finance and 
Audit, to take the chair in all committees of .Supply .. \Vays and Means, Contin
gencies, a~d on the investigation of public accounts. 

Then the llouse adjourned until Monday next at one of the clock. 

MONDAY, JanLtary 13, 184-0 . 

Notice 0£ bill to regu
late Juries 

Notice of bill for sup
plying St~ John's with 
water. 

Notice of bill to incor
porate the town of St , 
John's 

A Petition of Michael Delaney, Nicholas Roach and others, inhabitants of Mid- Petition of M. Delane. 
die Cove, was presen~ed by Mr. Nugent, and the sarne was received and and others. 

read, praying for a grant of a sun1 to make a branch road of abo•1t a rnile from 
Middle Cove to meet the 'Torbay road. 



Ref erred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Message from his Ex
cellency. 

Petition of John Kelly 
and 0U1ers 

Referred to committee 
on roads and brid"'es 

0 

Petition of P. Tobin and 
others. 
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On motion of 1\lr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,.:_That the said petition be referred to the Comn1ittee on Rca1s and 
Bridges. 

A Message from His Excellency the Governor. 

The Hon .. ~Ir. Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the bar, infilrmed the 
House that he had a message fi·orn his f~xcellency the Governor, signed by his ~:x
ct}llency, and he presented the same to the Honse. 

He also laid before the House by command of his Excellency the following do
cuments, viz. 

Copy of a despatch fi·om the Secretary of State for the Colonies relative to the 
rernuneration to the (~ollector of Customs for collecting the ( .'olonial Revenue. 

(~opy of correspondence relative to the repairs of the Block IJouse on Signal 
11ill. 

l~eturn of certificates of 'Volves killed bet\veen the 14th September, 1839, and 
-~d January, 1840,-and 

Accounts and claims for the support of paupers. 

And then the messenger withdrew. 

The said message was then read by ~1r. Speaker, as follows: 

H. PRESCOTT. 
The Governor transn1its to the House of Assembly an affecting representation 

made by the Rev. Mr. Ward, of the state of John ("ol 1 ins! and acquaints the I-louse 
that the extreme urgency of the case has induced his Excellency to direct the ad
mission of Collins into the llospital. 

Government llouse, ~ 
13th Jan. 1840. 5 

1'he letter acco1npanying the said n1essage and the said docun1ents 'vere then 
read by the Clerk. 

(For the said copy of despatch and return see Ap_pendix.) 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by l\1r. Po\ver, 

Resolved,-· That the said message and the papers on the subject of the poor4t 
sent down by his Excellency this day, be referred to a select con1mittee t~ 
report upon. 

Or<lered,-That Mr. Nugent, ~fr. Po,ver, Mr. Winser, 1\1r. Morris, and Mr. 
Moore, do form the said committee. 

A petition of John l{elly, ~'lichael Roach and others, inhabitants of Middle 
Cove, \Vas presented by Mr. l\1orris, and the sarne was received and read, pray
ing for a grant of a sufficient sum to make a road from their settle1nent to the 
Outer Cove road. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,-~rhat the said petition be referred to the Co1nmittee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of Patrick Tobin, Thomas H a11ahan and others, inhabitants of ~""lat 
Rock, was also presented by iVJr. iVlorris, and the same was received and read, 
praying for a grant of a surn sufficient to repair the road from Flat l~ock to 'J~or
bay, which is in a very bad state. 
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On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-~rhat the said petition be referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

· A petition of ,John (~oughlan, Joseph Parsons, Sen. and others, inhabitants of 
J3ryan's Uove, ("'onception liay, \Vas presented by Mr. f\'J'Carthy, and the same 
\Vas received and read, praying for a grant of a further sum to continue the road 
on the south side of lJarbor Grace to Bryan's Cove. · 

On motion of ~1r. ~l'Carthy, seconded by l\1r. Moore, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the Comn1ittee on Roads and 
Bridges. ,, 

~1r . . \1orri~ srave notice that. on l\fonday next he should move for a cotnmittee 
of tl .e \Vhole I-louse on privilege, to take into considerntion the clai1n of the printer 
for fine irnposed on hin1 for pub) isbing their proceedings. 

f>ursuant to order the II ouse resolved itself into a committee of the whole House 
on the consideration of that part of his Excellency's speech relative to (;a·own 
Lands in Newfoundland. 

1\1 r . Speaker left the C.:hair. 

~Jr. l(ent took the chair of the co1nn1ittee. 

l\·1r. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The Chairman reported from the Con1miltne that they had considered the mat
ters to then1 referred, and had come to a resolution thet"eon, which he was direct
ed to report to the HousP.; and he read the sa1ne in his place, and afterwards de
livered it in at the Clerk's table, \Vhere it \¥as again read as follows : 

. 
Resolved,-That one hundred copies of the resolutions submitted to the com-

mittP.e, together with the queries of his Excellency the Governor to the Surveyor 
General, and the replies thereto, be printed tor the use of the members. 

And the ~aid re~olution having been read th.-oughout, \Vas, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the 1-Jouse. . 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridge• 

Petition of J. CoughlaR 
and others 

Ref erred to committee 
on roads and bridge• 

Notice for committee on . ., 
pr1v1.ege. 

House in committee 

Jlepor& 

Mr. Winser gave notice that to-morrow, he should move for the appointment of Notice for committee or 
a con1rr1ittee to audit the public accounts. audit, 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

TUESDAY, January 14, 1840. 

A Petition of Michael Coady, of Bay Bulls, was ·presented by Mr. 
\Vinser, (\\'ho stated in his place that he had obtained the consent of his 

.1~·~cellency the Governo1· to present t11e same) and the said petition was received 
and read, setting forth- , 

Petition of M. Coady .. 
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, 

(' . 

That petitioner has been constable in Bay Bulls for 43 years, during which 
·time he received no· rernuneration for his services until the year 1828, when he 

) ,,,as allowed £I 0 stg. per annurn; and in 1835, frorn the duties he had to perfi>rm, 
and their faithful -discharge, his salary was increased to £25 stg. per annum. 
'l'hat this sum \Vas the next year reduced to £12, although his labours and services 
·we1·e not diminished, and praying that it n1ay be raised to the for1ner sum of £2~. 

Rererred to committee of 
supply. 

) 

Committee o'F'msdit 

. 
N otlce for committee on 
ro&ld.i and brida-ea 

Notice for Committeeto 
pr\&pareadd1esi tohi£Ex .. 
celleucy. 

.:;.,. .... . 

Report of commHtce 
appointed to present ad
dress to his Excellency 

:ills Excellency's reply 

~elition ~£ . TJtomaa_ 
Wllliams 

·on ·motion of l\1r. W~inser, ~econded by l\1r. Moorie, 

Ordered,-·That the said petition be referred to the committee of supply. 

l\1r. ~Vinser moved, pursuant to notice, seconded b~ i\tlr. Dwyer, 

Resol-ved,-'rbat a co1nmittee be appointed ·to audit the public accounts, with 
liberty to send for persons and papers. 

Orde1·ed,-That l'Ir. \\7inser, l\ilr. D\vyer, ~·1r. Butler, l\lr. M'Carthy, and l\Ir. 
l\'Joo1·e, do form such committee. 

, 1\'lr. Nugent gave notice that on Thursday next he should move for a committee or 
the whole a •ou~e on the consideration of the n1aking and repairing of roads and 
bridges in this colony. 

[\1r. 'Vinser gave notice that he should on Friday next, move for a committee to 
prPpare an address to his Excellency the f;overnor" praying that his Excl~llency 
will cause the 14th section of the Act made in the 6th yPar of the reig-n of his )ate 
Majesty \\.i .liam the 4th, entitled,'~ An act for the relief of si<·k and disabled sea· 
1nen, fishermen and other persons," to be fully carried into effect,-and also that 
his Excellency will please to order the Treasurer to furnish the House with such 
co cun1ents as the comn1ittee of audit may from thne to time require. 

Then the I louse adjourned until to .. ·morro\v at ·one of the clock . 

W :EDNESDAY, Januat)' J5, 1840. 

MR. 'Nugent from ·the committee appointed on the I Ith inst., to present an ad. 
dress of the House to h!s Excellency the Governor, pra)'ing for certain re

turns re lat ~ve to Cro\vn l.ands, rerorted that the ''ornmittee had waited on his Ex: .. 
eel lency wi1:1 the said addi"ess, and that his Excellency was pleased to reply as fol
lo\ivs :-

GENTLEMEN,-! \viii direct returns to be made as early in conformity with this 
ac!dress, as may be found practicable.. . 

Government House, l 
13th January, 1840. 5 

·A petition ofThomas,\Villiams, of St .. John:'s, was presented by l\1r. Brown, (wh0 

· stated in his place that he had the sanction of his Excellency the Governor to pre
- sent the same) and the sai(I petition \Ya~ rece~ved and read,-J>raying for a grant 

·<>fa fair and remunerating sum to Petitioner for hi.:i scrvlces a3 Assay et of \Veights 
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and Measures during nearly three years, and to affix some yearly stipend to an 
office of so much importance to the community at large .. 

9n motion of Mr. Brown, seconded. by Mr. Moore; 

Ordered,-That the said P ·etition be referred to the con1tnlttee of Supply .. 

A petition of Thomas Coyal, Thomas ~.Ebsery and others, inhabitants of the 
South ~ide of the· Harbor of St· John's, was presented by Mr. Morris, and the same 
\Vas received and read,-Praying for a grant_of a sufficient sum to rnake a road 
on the said South-Side, the present pathway being in a very dangerous; and in 
winter almost impassable state. -

On 1notion of Mi·. Morris, seconded by Mr. Doyle; 

Ref erred to commiHe. 
of supply 

Petition of Thomu 
Co7al and others . 

Orde1·ed,-That the said Petition be referred to the committee ofi roads and Referred to comm1ttes 
bridges. on roads and bridges 

A petition of Daniel S. Ward, Charles Rankin and others; inhabitants of St. 
John's, was presented by Mr. Kent, and the san1e was received and read,-Pray
ing fi,r a grant of an ade·quat~ sum to complete the Road which leads from the 

- \Vigrnore Gully road to the old Topsail road. 

On motion of Mr. Ke11t, seconded by M1•. Moo1~e, 

Ordererl,-That the said petition he referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of Daniel Griffin, Denis Con'\t"fay, and others, inhabitants of Outer 
Cove, was also presented by !\tlr. Kent, and the same ""as received and read,
J>raying for a grant of a sufficient surn for the con1pletion of the road leading ·to 
their settlement. 

On motio11 of Mr. Kent, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges. 

Mr. Kent as Chairman of the Commissioners appointed by the Act to provide 
for the expenses of the Delegation, passed the last session, laid bef'>re the I-louse a 
report, \vhich he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
table where it was again read as follo\vs :-

REPORT 
OF THE EXPENDITURE OF l\'IONIES VOTED IN AN ACT OF LAST SESSION FOR TH& 

DE!c'RAYAL 014' THE EXPENSES 014' THE LATE DELEGATION TO LONDON. 

Retnitted \Villiam Williams Witham Esq., 8 Grey's Inn Square; 
l...ondon, one set of Exchange, £208 9s. 4d. at 211 Exchange. 

l~e~itted He!lry Prendergast, Reporter, one set of Exchange, 
~29 ~; IOd. at 21 i Exchange. . 

Pa1~I R:•ght Rev. Dr. Flen1ing the following sums advanced by 
him 1n London :-

For Reporting, £15 0 O, Printing £44 6 6 Council's fees1 £215 10 3. ' 
Paid John Valentine Nugent Esq., .. 

£219 10 6 

30 11 8 

~74 16 9 
lo7 10 o 

Petition of D.- S. W arcf 
and others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridge1 

Petition of I). Gritlirt 
and o·thers 

Referred to comniittet 
on roads and bridges 

Report of Delegatioa 
Commissionera 

• 
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To lie on the Table 

Report of Poor Com .. 
mittee-Poor hill rea'1 
1st time 

2d reading 

N oti<'C for snspens.ion or 
rules in ref ere nee there
to 

I 

Not i~e for committee of 

20 

" 
" 
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Dr. Carson for lithographing, 
Patrick l\Iorris Esq.~ printing, 

Amount brought for\Yard ..•. 682 8 . 11 
2 9 4 

28 9 IO 

£713 8 1 

JOll N KENT, Chairn1an of Comn1issioners. 
8t. John's Newfoundland January 14th, 1840. 

Oi·dered,-'l'hat the said report do lie on the table to be perused by the 1\lem
hers of the House. 

1\1r. Nugent from the commHtee appointed on the 13th inst. to report on certain 
papers laid before the House by order of his Excellency the Governor, on the sub
ject of the Poor, reported that the con1mittee had prepared a bill to 1nake provi
sion for the sick ·and destitute poor of this Colouy, ·"·hich he presented to the House, 
and the same \Vas read a first time. 

Orclered,-That the said bill ·be read a second time to-morro\v. 

-1\f r. Nngent gave notice that to-morro\v he should move the suspension of the 
Rules of this I louse in reference to the reading, co1ninitting, and passing of the 
said bill. 

whole on part of his E~· l\lr. Nu~ent also !!ave not!ce that to-morro\V he 'vould n1ove for a comn1ittee of 
ceilency's speech rela- ~ u 

tive to contingencLs · the ~vhole l Jonse on the consideration of that part of hi~ f~:xcel lency-the Governor's 
speech \vhich referred to the contingencies of the last session. 

House in co'Timittee on 
Roads and Bridg·cs 

~eport 

RP.solntlons read and 
agreed to 

Pursuant to the order of the day t!ie I Jousr. resolve11 itself into a committee of 
the \Vhole I louse on the consideration of the making and repairing of lloads and 
Bridges in this Colony. 

l\1 r~. Speaker left the chair. 
l\'.lr. \Vinser took the chair cf the committee. 
~1r. Speaker resun1ed the chair. 

The chairman reported from the ccmmittee that they had considered the busi
ness to thern refPrrcd, and had co1ne to ccrtaiu resolutions thPrnon, '"hich he read 
in his place, and after\vards delivered the sarne in at the Clerk'~ talJle, \Vhere they 
were ag-ain read as follo'v : 

Resol,-ed,-l'hat the sum of thirteen thousand five hundred pouncls be aprro. 
priated to the completion, oft he roads already in progress, and tu satisfy such other 
clairns for l~oads as the I louse sha 11 approve of. 

Reso?t,e<l,-Thnt the sum of seven thousana five hundred pounds be appropria
ted to the n1aking the r\'1ain l~oads and l{ri<lges fro1n St. John's to Placentia, and 
such other lines of ~Jain ltoads as shall he detern1ined Ly the lJouse. 

. . 
And the said resolutions having been read thi~oughout, were, upon the question 

severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Then the Ilouse adjourned until to ... morrow at one of the clock. 

A Petition of i\'fary ~lorrissey, :\1argaret !\1cNamara, and others, inhab. ~.tnnts of 
Petition or ~lary Mor· r d d 
:ri.;se1 alldother1 . ·St. John's, 'vas presented by .\j r. I~ent, an the sa1ne was receive and 
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read, setting forth the very distressed state of the poor of this colony, and praying 
that provision n1ay be rpade by the l.egislature for their immediate relief. 

Ordered,-That the said Petition do lie on the table. 

A Petition of\Jl/iliiam, Jonathan, Aaron, and George Vokey, of Spaniard's Bay, . 
\Vas presented by Mr. Nugent, and the same was received and read, setting forth:· 
-'l'hat Petitioners had contracted with the Board of Road Commissioners to per
form certain \Vork at Spaniard's Bay, v1hich they completed, and a \Varrant was 
sent to the Treasurer to pay them the amount of the contract.~That on application 
to the Treasurer for payment they were informed the money had be-eii attached by 
the Chairn1an of the Board, Mr. Donnelly, for a debt said to be due by one of the 
Petitioners, (\Villiam Vokey), and that therefore he could not pay it. That Pe...
titioners considering the attachn1ent under such circumstances to be most unj.ust 
and illegal, pray the I-louse to investigate the matter. .. 

. . 

Ordered,-That the said petition do lie on the Table.· 
. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a Bill to n1ake provision for the Sicli: and des.; 
titute Poor.._ of this colony was read a second tin1e. 

Mr. N ugcnt moved pursuant to notice,, second.ed by iv.Ir. Kent .. 

Resolved,~'fhat the Rules of the [louse be suspended in reference to tl1e com-
1nitting, reading, and passing the said bill. 

On i11otio11 of Mr. Nuge11t, seco11ded by Ivir·. l{ent, 

llesolved that this House do no\v resolve itself into a committee of the 'vhole 
Ilonse on the consideration of the said bill. 

And the I louse resolved itself into the said corn1nittee according1y .. 

1\1 r. Speaker left the chair. 
l\'lr. \\' inser took the chair of the corrn11ittee. 
I\1 r. Speak er rcsun1cd the chair. 

1"he chairn1an reported fi~om tho com1nittee that they had gone through the 
Raid ()ilJ, and had n1ade sotne arnendn1ents therein, \Vhich they harl directed hin1 to 
report to the I--louse, and he delivered the Bill \vith the amendments in at the Clerk's 
"fable. 

And the said arnendrnents having been read throughout, \Vere, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ortlercd,-That the said Bill as amended be engrossed, and read a third time 
to-morro'v. 

"fhen the f-Iouse adjourned until to-1norro\v at one of the clock. 

FRIDAY, Jan11ary J7, 1840· .. 

AGREEABLY to the order.of the day, an engrossed Bill to p1·ovidC fOr the l,e. 
lief of the poor ot the Colony, was read a third tin1e.. . 

To lie on the £able 

Petition of William Vo-
key and brothers 

- . 

Poor Bill read 2d tim4i 

Suspension of Rules in 
reference thereto" 

I-iouse in com·mittee on! 
Poor Bill 

Repor't· 

Amendments read and. 
agreed to 

Engrossed 
3d reading· 

Poor Biil read· 3cl° time 

; 



Passed
Title 

.- Sent to Council 
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01~ motion of Mr~ N11gent,-seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be "An t\ ct to make 
provision for the Sick and destitute Poor of the Island of Newfoundland.''' 

01 .. dered,-That l\'.Ir. Nugent and the Solicitor General do carry the said Bill 
up to her Majesty's Council, and desire their concurrence. 

Petition of James Tr.a· A J>etition of James Tracy, Patrick Mc'Carthy, and other~, was presHnted by 
cy and othera l\{r. Nugent, and the same was received and read,-Praying that the Acts com

n1on]y called the Statute J.Aabor Acts may be repealed, for the reasons set forth in 
the said Petition, so that Petitioners m·.ay re-possess themselves of the property ta
lien fron1 them under the said Acts, or that the rcn1uneration awarded them for 
such property 1na y ·forth,vith be paid the1n by a grant of the Legislature. 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition of L. Collins 

Referred to committee 
of supply 

Mes:5age from his E x
cellency the Governor 

: ~ -
I 

On 1notion of ~1r. Nugent, seconded by l\1r. Kent .. 

01·tlererl,-That the said petition be referred to the .comrnittce on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A Petition of Luke Collins, Assayer of\Veights and Measures for the district of 
.Placentia, '\Vas presented by Mr. Doyle, ( \vho stated in his place that he had ob
tained the consent of his Excellency the Governor to present the same) and the 

·said petition \Vas recei\'ed and read,-Praying the House to grant him the sum of 
£18 16s, expended by him in perforn1ance oft.he duties of his said office of Assayer 
of 'V eights and lVleasures, and an equitable rerr1uneration for bis personal services 
.therein. 

On inotion of Mi-. Doyle, secor1ded by Mr. Nugent, 

Or<lered,-That the said Petition be referred to the cornmittee of Supply. 

A JJlessagefrom His Excellency tlte Governor. 

The hon. ~1r. Secretary Cro\vdy being admitted within the bar, acquainted the 
'I-louse that he had four 1\t]essages fron1 his Excellency the Governor, signed by his 
Exce]lency, and he presented the san1e to the House. 

Ile also presented to the House by corr1n1and of his Excellency, the follovving· 
Docun1ents :-

(]opy of a letter fron1 the Collector of Customs, relative to a preventive boat for 
the port of St. John's, as provided for by .1\ct 3, Vic., cap. 4. 

I\fen1orial of the Board of Commissioners of Education for the Electoral district 
, of St. J ohn.'s. 

Returns of Boards of Education for Ferry land, Placentia, and Bona vista. 

Report of Commissioners of Light Houses. 

Report of the Cornrnissioners of Roads from Ferry land to Acquafort.-( For the 
foregoing see Ap1}endix.) 

J>resentments of various Grand Juries in the Northern and Southern districts. 

Report of Mr. Kough relative to the present very defective state of the Court 
House buildings. 

Copy of a letter fro1n the Clerk of the Peace at Harbor Grace, relative to certain 
·outstanding claims. 

• 
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Copy of a letter from the Stipendiary Magistrate at Brigus, representing the 
insufficiency of the sum granted by the Legislatt1re for building a Jury roon1 in 
the Court House there .. 

Claim of 1V1r. John Skelton for services as quarantine Medical officer at Bona
vista i11 the year I 836. 

Petition of Henry Earle, for remuneratio11 for services as poll clerk at the 
Election for Trinity Bay. 

Account of the Clerk of Southern Circuit Court. 

Constables account of the Northern district in Civil and Crin1i11al prosecutions~ 

And tl1en the messenger withdrew. 

rl'1he said messages were then read by Mr. Speaker, and are as follo\V :· 

H. PRESCOTT. 

The Governor transrnits to tl1e House of AssemlJly a letter addressed to him by 
Assistant Judge -Brenton, and a despatch from her lVJajesty's Principal Secretary 
of State, in whicl1 his Excellency is directed to recomn1end llr. Brenton's case 
in the strongest manner to the favot1rable notice of the House. In so recommend
ing it, the Governor is actuated not more by a principle of duty than by a sense 
of the Judge's n1erits and valuable services, and a consequent anxious desire that. 
l1e should succeed in his present application. 

Government 11 ouse ~ 
January, 1840. 5 

'The Governor·, in reference to the Colonial Act 5th Wm. 4th, 2d Session, cap-
11, \vl1ich \viii expire in ~1lay next, transmits and recommends to the most favour
able consideration of the I-louse of Assembly a mernorialf1·om Mr.Archibald, and 
n. lotter fro1n the Chief Justice, corroborating part of the statements made in the 
said me1noriaJ. 

Gover111nent House, ~ 
17tl1 January, J840. 5 

II. PR ESCO'f'"I1. 

_"l'he ~overnor transn1its to the I-louse of Assembly a copy of rules lately submit
ted to h1rn by the Board of Education for the district of St. Jol1n's. 

rl'hey appear to l1is Excellency to be well worthy the consideration of the Legis
lature, wl1enever a renewed act for the promotion of Education may be in progress. 
or conten1plation. 

Govern1nent House, ~ 
17th Ja11uary, 1840. ~ 

H. PRESC01"T. 

The Governor transmits to the llouse of Assembly accounts ,of expenses incurred· 
in the Registration of voters under the Act 4, W. 4, (2d sess.) cap. 15 . . 

While the act remains in force hts Excelle11cy is persuaded the House will feel 
the justice of such dema11ds, and the imperative necessity of discharging them. In 
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exem.plification of the inconvenience and injury -conse·quent t1pon 110 provision l1av
ing been made for this purpose, his Excellency recon1mends to the particular at-· 
tention of the IJouse, the documents connected witl1 the case of the High Co11- . 
stable at St. Jol1n's. 

Govern1nent House, ~ 
17th January, 1840. 5 

. o--

1.'he petitions and docu1ne11ts ·accon111anying tl1e saifl 1nessages \Vere read by the 
Clerk, and are as follow : 

.llpplicaiionfrom Ass~stant Jitdge Brerttonfor ct 1retiri11g pe1zsio12. 

Lea111ington, l ltl1 l~eb. 1839. 

Sir,..:_J n reference to 1ny 111emoria 1 for retire1nent fro111 my office as an Assistant 
Judge of the Supreme Court of tl1e Islan{l of N e'Yfoundland, and 'vvhich by desire 
of the Secretary of 8tate for the C~olonies, your Excellency submitted to the consi
deratio11 of the House of Assembly in the session of the year before last, I have to 
reqt1est that as n1y increasing years and infirrr1ities since that period, have render
ed 1ne 1nost a11xious to be relieved from my public duties, your Excellency would 
be pleased to call the attention of the Assen:1bJy· to a re-consideratio11 of ~he prayer · 
oft hat n1en1or ia). 

' 

·Entering as I shall then do, sho11ld God rnercifulJy spare 111y life to the 30tl1 of 
next 111onth, into iny seventy-seventl1 Jear, I arr1 sure the ... J\.ssembly \vill not dee1n 
111e r1nreasonabl~ i11 \Vishing to retire fi~om the arduous duties ofa Judge--vvhicl1 al
though I rnay have l1itl1crto been able to discharge as I trust 11ot discre
ditably to n1yself or \Vitl1out advantage to t.l1e public, I may in a morr1ent be in
capacitated fi'·om performing-01· i11 confidentiy expecting from their justice and Ii.., 
berality sucl1 a retired allo\vance as sl1all be competent to iny support, and to \vhicl1 
a constant and faithful service of 111ore tl1an eleve11 ~years shall appear to 
entitle me. I have, &c. 

. I (Signed) E. B. BRENTON. 
Jl is Excellency tI1e Governor. 

• 

Do\\1 ning Street, 22d July, 1839. 

Sir,-1 transmit l1ere\vith for )·our inforrnation the copies of a correspondence 
which has passed \Vith Mr. Bre11ton relative to his retirernent from the Bench of 
N e\vfo11ndla11d ~ · · 

You will observe tl1at 11ot\vithstanding the circumsta11ces which would n1ake me 
anxious to comply with l\ir. Brenton's appJication, I have felt it impossible to hold 
out to l1im the prospect of obtai11ing a pension from any other source than the Re
venues of Newfoundland. Under these circumstances, Mr. Brenton has request
ed that his case may be recomn1ended to the favo11rable consideration of the Co
lonial Legislature, and t·hat in the meantime he may be allowed to remain in this 
.country on leave of absencr.. To the latter request, I have 11ot felt myself at liberty 
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to accede \Vithout a previous communication with you, an(l 1· have· therefore to de
sire that you \Viii infor1n me \Vhether in your opinion Mr. Brenton ca11 be allowed 
this ex tended leave of absence \Vithout injury to public interests. · ·t 

:You 'vill at their next meeting bring Mr. Brenton's case under the considera
tion of the Legislature, and recon1rr1end it in tl1e strongest ma11ner to their fa .. 
vourable notice. I have, &c. 

(Signed) NORMANBY. 
Capt. Prescott, R. ~N . . 

C. B. 

. ... -. . . .. -.. , 

·f ' .. • \·~ '(' . ~ · ·· .; 
I ' 

.... ..-

.lJmeorialfrom Mr . .IJ.rahibald, Cle1·k of the 811,preme and Central l'ourts. 

To His Excellency Henry Prescott~ Esq,,, 
Corl'tpanion of t~e ""lfost Elonora1Jle 
Jlfilitary Order qf tlie Bath, Go-,,ernor. 
arid Commande1·-in-C hief in and over 
f lte Island of J.Vezcf oundland a1id it.• 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

- -o--

The 1nen1orial of Edward ,\Jortirner Arcl1ibald, most l1un1bly sheweth-

That by an act of the f~egislature of the colony, passed in the fifth year . 
of the reig11 of his late ~la jest y, the office of (~!erk of the Ce11tral Circui.t 
Court \Vas cornbincd \Vi th that of <1 hief f~'lerli n11d Registrar of tl1e Suprerne Court~ .. 
then held by Jour mcmorialist, and the duties of the t\vo offices were t.l1ro\\'Il upon 
l1iin. 'l'hat. the salary previously paid~ and allowed to your memorialist was £4<)0, 
\vith £100 out oft.he fees-1n all £500; and that paid to the person holding t.he 
the office of Cieri{ of the Central Circuit (~ot1rt was £250--tnaking in the ·. 
\Vhole the surn of £7'5{) ; but that upo11 the co1nhination of the two offices, the sijm· .. 
so paid fi_u· salary \Vas reduced fi·o1n £650 to £300, \Vith an allowance of £200 out 
of the fees. 

11 our f\·le111orialist further .she\veth, that he hatl1 accounted for all the fees· so 
received h)r him ·in virtue of his office, up to the 1st day of April last, and hath· 
paid over "tl1e excess into the hands of the Treasurer of the colony. · 

And your i11emorialist further she\veth, that on entering upon the duties of the 
11nit.ed offices, he found it absolutely necessary to ·e111ploy the services of an ass~st- ~ 
ant, if not for the \vhole, at least for the greater part of the year ; and that to en.
sure a competent and confidential one, lie must necessarily be engaged f-Or the 
''

1 hole o~ the year, and that your memorialist has consequently paid for the services 
of sucl1 an assistant for the 4 years ending on the first day of April last, the actu-al 
sutn of £:?0() sterling~ 

That to any one acquainted \vith the practice of the Courts-tl1e throng of --
~uitors an~ others at your memorialists, office during tern1 times, and for some con
siderable time before and after then1, and the greatly increased duties at those 
seasons thrown upon the (Jlerl<, compared with those under tl1e former system of 
practice-it cannot hut l1e obvio~s that it is in1possible for one individual to des
patcl1 the business \Vhicl1 fiills to be perforn1ed by the person holding the office in . . 
question ; and in support of this statement, your n1e1norialist begs leave to refer 
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'6 a i«)t·~· from the honora~le the Chief .Jnstiue to yot1r Excellency upon -this 
#Ubj.ect:. 

Your memoriali'st further sheweth, that it was the intention of the Legislature to 
s~cure to hi.w for-discharging the whole of the duties of the t \vo offices in question 
(for whicl1 £750 had been previously paid) the clear sum of £500, independent of 
all contingent expenses; and l1e humbly submits tl1at it would be unjust to bur
then him with the expense of an assistant clerl{ necessarily employed by l1im t<? 
carry the purposes of the act of tl1e Legislature into operation • . 

Your memorialist therefore humbly prays that the said sum of £200 so necessa
rily outlaid, may be reimbursed to l1in1. 

Your memori-alist also respectfully begs leave to take this opportunity of adverting 
to the office of Clerk f the General Assembly whicl1 he has lately resigned, and 
to 'vhich he \Vas appointed by l1is late Majesty upon the institution of a local Le
gislature in this colony. Tl1at in resigning the said office, your men1orialist \Vas 
actuated by a desire to pro1note harmony bet\veen the Executive ancl tl1e Asserr1bly 
by preventing all further cause of difference upon the que~tion, so long agitated, 
as to the right of appointment to that situation, and at the same time to remove the 
only obstacle which existed to tl1e exercise by the Asse111bly of the patronage conce
d~d to them by her l\1ajesty. Your memorialist has also been, in some measure, 
prompted to take this step in order that he may devote the more attention to the 
outies of 11is office of Clerk of the Courts, which since the passing of tl1e act above 
inentioned, and the introdu.ctior1 of the English practice, have very greatly 
increased. 

Your men1orialist huml>ly craves leave to refer to his services during the t.in1e 
he filled the said office of Clerk of the General .4ssem bly, a11d to \vhich l1is best 
abilities \Vere clevoted, 1nore especially during tl1e earlier sessions of the legisla· 
ture, \vhen he \Vas 11ecessarily called on and did perform many in1portant an<l ar~ 
duous services out oftl1e Jine of 11is official duty, which are \Vithin the kno\vledgf' 
of several of the lfetnbers of the present Fiouse, and to \Vhich tl1erefore your me
morialist cloes not deem it necessary more particularly to allude, but wl1ich have 
~n various occasions been ackno\vledged in flattering terms . 

.Ii 

"f OQr men1orialist also submits that the reduction n1ade in the salary pr.eviously 
all<:l\ved for the performance of the duties of the offices of CJ erk of the Supreme 
a11d Central Circuit Courts, at the tirne they were combined, was occasioned in a 
great 1neasure by the circttmslance of your men1oria1ist holding at the same tirne 
the office of Clerk of the General Assembly, \Vl1icl1 l1e has no\V resigned. 

· Your !\1emorialist therefore l1umbly prays that your Excellency \Viii be pJeasP.d 
to reco1l1n1end the several matters set forth in this me111orial to the lJonorable the 
House of AssemblJ1

, 

.i\nd he lvill ever pray, &c. 
ED'V ARD M. ARCHIBALD. 

St. John's, January 14, 1840. • 

Letter fr.om the l'liief Justice representing the necessity of Mr • .A.rckibald'a 
having aa Assistant iii hi3 office 

2d .January, 1840. 
s·ir,-l\1r. A.rcl1ihald l1aving mentioned to me l1is application to your Excellen· 

cy r~specting the allo\va~lce qf a salary to a Cl.erlt \vl10 inay assist.l1i1n i11 l1is otfi£e1. 
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" 

I consiiler it Clue to him to state that, in my opinion, the assistance. of a (!;,Jerk .is~ in. 
dispensable, for the full performance of his duties, and that unless he had engaged 
one he could not have discharged them so efficiently as he has done·; whilst the 
payment of tl1e Clerk~s stipend would (unless ~Ir .. Arc·hibald should be rein1burs· 
ed) be a heavy deduction fi·om the salary which was voted on the consolidation of 
the offices of Clerk of the Supreme Court and of the Central Circuit Cou1·t, and 
wl1ich the Legislature doubtleos intended to be clear of all deductions. -

Even when the CLurts are not sitting, the quantity of writing at_ld the extent of. 
the Clerl{'s duties seem to me n1ore tl1an one pe1·son ca11 well per(orm, and unles~ 
l\'1r. J-\ rchibald had an a~sistant to attend to his office, it n1ust always be closed 
wh-en 110 is engaged witl1 the Judges in Chambea·s or in Court. 

I have_, &c. 
(Signed) 

1-J is EAcelle11cy the Governor. 
j. G. H. BOlJR.N£\ . . 

. .. 

COPY 
. . ' , ' 

Of certain RULES sulimitted by tl1e Board of Education at St. Joh~'s..· 

] ·~t . .......;;\t the annual 1neeting or' the Board to be holde11 on the 1.st Wed.nesday in~ 
July in every year, there shall be chosen by ballot fi·om the said Board, a Chair-' 
i11an, 'l,rcasurer an<l Secretary. 

2d.-That for the pnrpo.ses '.lf the said. Act there shall be four meetings of tl1e· 
said lloard holden at St. John's in each and every year, at the tin19s hereinafter 
mentioned,-that. is to sa)", on the first \Vednesday in Ju1y, the· first \\7 edoesda·.>: iii 
October, tho first \Vednesday in .January, a·n·d tl1e first 1tVednesday in April.-

3d.-That the Chait1nan, or· on· his refusal, or in· h·is abs'ence~, any il1r'ee l\lem-~ 
be rs of the Boartl by a requisition under their hands, shall have po,vcr to call a spe
cial n1eeting of the said 1·1oard. \Vi1enever he or they shall deern it expedient so to· 
do, giving at least four· da) s notic·e· of the san1e, an·d mentioning, tl1e obje·ct of tl1e· 
said 1neeting in the notice. 

4th,-That no business of t11e said Board sha11 IJe transacted except at the said 
general or special meetings ; an9 no measure sl1all be adopted by the said lloardf 
except five n1embers at least concu1· therein.-

5tl1.-~hat it shali he tl1e object of the Board to ext~nd the F·und.s at its dispo-· 
sal to tl1e support of as n1any Schools as they can be efficiently applied to. - , 

6th.-1~hat \vhen application shall be' m·ade for the establisl1ment, or for the sup•~ 
p~rt ot any School, it shall be certified, u11der the hands· of at least three Members 
ofthe Board, that the School so proposed to be established or supported, would be· 
or is a fit and proper obje·ct for the application of the funds at the control of the· 
Boar<l, without \Vl1ich certificate no such application shall be entertained. 

7th,--. That all Ministers of religion sh(;lll have po'''er to vis·it the Sc11flols 11nder 
the control of this Bt>ard, a11d fro1n tin1e to tin1e to \V1tlidra)V th-e pu_t>ils of their rea~ 
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pective communions for the purpose of imparting to thetn religious instruction, for 
which every facility shall be afforded by the teacher; but no Ministe1· shall be per
mitted to itnpart any such instruction in the School. 

Bth·-That no Bool{s shall be used in any School established by this Board, 
except the ''Irish National School l~ooks" or such others as 1nay Le approved of 
_by the Board, and \vhich every l'eacher is hereby required to t1se, and no others, 
upon penalty of dismissal from his office. · 

__ 9th.-That no money shall he paid by the Treasurer, except under an order of 
the Board in the form prescribed in schedule A, \vhich order shall be signed by the 
Chairn1an, a11d countersigned by the Secretary. 

JOth.-That every ·reacher connected with the Board shall keep a ll.egister of 
scholars, according to the forrn described in schedule 13, and shall rnake a return to 
the Secretary once in every six months, according to the for(n prescribed in sche
dule C, and shall be paid half-yearly. 

llth.-That the Teacher of every Schoo] to he established by this Board shall 
require and receive for his own use and benefit, from every scholar, payment ac
cording to the follo\ving scale:-

Reading-ha1f year .• . ~ • • . . . . . • . • . . . . • • . . . . • • . • • • • • • . . 2s. 6d. 
Reading, 'Vriting and Arithrnetic ..................••••• .:- 5s. Od. 

-
and shall keep a correct account of the amount received, and transmit the said ac 
count at the end of each half year to the Secretary; provided al\vays, that the 
children of persons who are unable to niake such payrnents may be admittPd gra
tis, by an order signed by two ~1ernbers of the Board. 

12tl1·-That no Minister of religion, or Teacher, or any other person whatever, 
shall be permitted to impart in any School or Schools, established by f l1is Board, 
the doctrines or peculiar tenets of any particular or exc1usi ve Church or religious 
society whatever. 

l3th.-'rhat all School Houses, erected by this Board, or otherwise coming into 
their possession, shall be legally investeci in the hands of Trustees no1ninated hy 
the Board, for the exclusive purpose of educating children according to the Bye
la\vs, Rules, and Regulations,-and that all Schools established bv this Board 
shall adhere to its Bye-laws, ({ules, and Regulations. • 

scrJEDllLE A. 

To ------Treasurer of the Board of Educatio1• for tl1e District of 
184 

Ptease pay to order the sum of---- being for---- and 
charge the same to the account of the said Board. 

By order of the said Board, 

Chairman. 
·secretary. 

' 
• I ~ ~ ~ < • .,, ' : ! , . ' 

. ; 

. -. 

• 
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SCIIEDULE B. 

.. ... .... 

tr • 
~· Attendanee in School, 

Day of the Month 
- - - -

Day of the Week. 

- - - -

w 

' 

Date of 

-

-

__ f_I __ ._) __ I f ---- -,--- r-

--------------.._..._ ---- -

I I 

SCHEDULE C. 

":! •• ...:.· .. • 

..~.~:-"~ ... \.-; .... ~ .. _.: .. ".':·,., 
i 

School; 

State at the 

- - -

- - -

I I . 

Parent or State on time of No. of individuals 
Name. Age. admission Guardian adn1ission making Re- admitted at 

turn. 
- a..-

. I• 

I ' 

, 

' ~ 

-

ACCOUNTS 
Of expenses incurred in the Registration·of \'oters. 

29' 

C/l 
,.!:( ,... 
('$ - - - - e 
Q) 

~ --- - - -

I 

--

. 

Police Office, St. John's, i'Sth October, 1839. 

S1R,-W e have the honor to enclose an account delivered into this Office by 
1\1 r. Henry Winton, Stationer, against' this District, for sundry article~ of Statione
ry supplied by him for the purpose of making a list of persons entitled to vote at· 

' 

• 
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Elections, and a Register thereof, agreeable to the Colonial Act of tl1e 4th, W n1. 
4th, 2d Session, Cap. 15~: · 

The Hon. James Crowdy. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed,) 

P. ,V. GARTER, J.P. 
CHAS. SIMMS, J. P. 

Police Office, St. Jolirt's, October 3rd, 1839. 

S1a,-I beg to acquaint you for the informatior~ of his Excellency tl1e Governor, 
that Mr. }:(inlay, who has, as his Excellency is already a.ware, performed the du
ties of Registrar ofVotPrs, &c. for this district for several years past, has placed in 
the hands of the Magistrates a 'V rit for the sum of thirty pounds, \vhich it appears 
has been sued out against Mr. Finlay for value of Books and StatioJlery supplied to 
l1i1n for tl1e necessary purposes of his office. 
· The Police l\'Iagistrates have already ventured to express to his Excellency their 
regret tl1at the Registrar of Voters sl1ould have been so long unpaid, not only for 
the labour and trouble incident to the Office, but even for the 11ecessary disburse
.tne11ts con11ected there,vith, \Vith a hope that the Legislature \Vould have provided 
funds to meet such expenditure. 

Under the circumstances ho\vever of a " 'rit being taken against Mr. Finlay, I 
·\vould respectfully submit that it becomes a matter of alrnost irnperative necessity 
that he should be protected from the unpleasant consequences of an A ct ion at La,,,. 
for a debt incurred in the tnere fulfiln1ent of the duties of a public office, a11d as this 
probably could only be done by payn1ent of t.l1e demand and costs, I request you 
'vill be pieased again to bring the claim of Mr. f"'inlay 11nder the consideration of 
l1is Excellency the Governor. 

The I-Jon. Ja1nes Cro\vdy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

.. 
CI-IAS. SIMl\fS, J.P. 

To His Excellency Henry P 1rescott, Esq· 
Co1npanion of the .Ltlost Honorable 
1Jtlilitary Order of the Bat It, Gover1zo1" 
and Com1nc1nder-in-C hief in a1zd over 
tlte Island of Newfou1idland artd its 
Depertdencies, -tc. -tc. · 

'rhe l\f.crnorial of James Finlay hu1r1bly sheweth,-That Memorialist was ap
pointed l~egistrar of \' ot~rs for thi~ district in the early part of the year 1835, and 
shortly after\vards to the Office of fligh Constable. 

,.fhat the duties of Registrar of Voters \Vere performed to the entire satisfaction 
of the Magistrates, tron1 whom Men1orialist received his appointment, and i\1en10-
rialist \Vas paid by a vote oft.he Legislature the sum of £20 for that ~year's services. 

,.fhat Mcmorialist has ever since continued to perform the duties of his said of
fice, agreeably \vitl1 the Act providing for the same, and which makes it impera
tive on the Magistrates to cause lists of voters to be taken and registered annually, 
for which services in carrying the provisions of an Act of the Legislature into effect, 
the lJou@e of Assembly have refused to rnake any compensation. 

rl'hat prior to the Session of the Legislature just closed, ~f emorialist ''ras induced 
to hope that the full amount of salary as Registrar of Voters, together with th~ ar-

"' .. 

• 
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rears \vould have been voted, and with this belief Memorialist ventu1·ed to draw an 
order on the Treasurer of the colony for ~he payment of twenty pounds out of the 
sum which may be voted to Memorialist for his services; but no vote to that effect 
having been made, ~1emorialist was obliged to allow the Treasurer to retain his 
]ast quarter's salary as IJigh Constable to 1neet the said order. 

That l\lemorialist has no other means of supporting a large family than those 
derived from his salary as a public servant under your Excellency's Govern1nent, 
and the deprivation of those means are at this season of the year most seriously 
felt, and l\f emorialist is assured that the parties to whom he is indebted will no 
longer be satisfied with mere promises of payment . 

Memorialist therefore hun1bly prays your Excellency will be graciously pleased 
to take his case into consideration, and make an order for the payment of such a 
sum of money as to your Excellency shall seen1 just. 

And Memorialist as in duty bound \vill ever pray. 

(Signed) 

J. I~'IN LAY. 

St. John's, 19th Oct ., 1839. 

Ordered,-That the said letter frorn tile Collector of Custom~ b.e referred t0 R:eferred to Committee 
the con1mittee of \Vays and l\f eans, and that the other documents do lie on the ta".' on Ways & Means, &c 
hie to be perused by the Men1bcrs of the House. 

l\11r. 'Vinscr moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-l'hat a com1nittee be appointed to prepare an addr~ss to his Excel
lency the Governor, agreeably to his notice of motion on the 14th instant. 

• 

Ordered,-That ~Jr. \Vinser, lfr. l'\ugent, and the Solicitor General do form 
the said committee. 

Committee . to . prepare 
address to his E xcellen
cy 

i\'J r. 'Vinser from the said co1nn1ittee, reported that they had prepared the said Report 

address, which be read in his place, and aftel'\\·ards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
table) "\Vhere it \Vas again read as follo,vs :-

,-• ..... 

To his Excellency HENRY PL-lESCOTT' 
Esq., Companion <!f the Most Honorable· 
1J1ilitar·y Urder o.f the Bath, Governqr· 
and l'ommander-in-Chi~f in and over the· 
Island of New.f oundland and its De1Jen.: 
dencies, o/c. o/c. ~c. 

l\1ay it please Your Excellency, 

On the 12th of June in the last Session .of the Assembly, the Hous~ of Asseinbiy 
addressed your Excellency, respectfully requesting that your Excellency would be 
P!eased to cause the 14th section of the Act made in the sixth year of the reign of 
h!s late l\fajesty William the Fourth, entitled "an Act for the relief of sick an·d 
disabled Searnen, Fishermen, and other Persons" to be fully complied with. 

Notwithstanding, no accounts have been handed fnto the Ho·us·e of Assen1bly 
frorn the Directors of the lJospital for the district of Ferry land. 
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The House of Assembly again most respectfully request that the 14th section 
of the aforementioned act may be complied \Vith. 

Also that your Excellency will be pleased to order that the Treasurer do fur
nish the House of Assembly \Vith such documents as the con1n1ittee of audit may 
from time to titne require. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Winser and Mr. Nugent be a committee to present the 
said address to his Excellency the Governor. 

Pursuant to the order of the day the House resolved it.self into a committee of 
the whole House on that part of his Excellency the Governor's speech which refers 
to the contingencies of last session. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. \Vinser took the chair of the corr1rnittee. 

Mr. Speaker resutned the chair. 

The chairman reported fi·o1n the cominittee that they had considered the busi
ness to them referred, and had come to a certain resolution thereon, \Vhich he was 
directed to report to the I louse; and he read the same in his place, and after
\Vards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, \vhere it \Vas again read as follo\vs: 

Resolved,-That the chairman ask leave to bring in a bill to defray the contin
gent expenses of the Legislature for the fourth session of the second General As
sen1bly of this Island. 

And the said resolution having been read throughout a first and second time, 
\Vas, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

. . 
Mr. Winser ·accordingly presented the said bill, and the san1e \Vas read a 

first time. 

Ordered,-That the said bill he read a second time on Monday next. 

Pursuant to order, the House resolved itself into a comtnittee of the 'vhole 
House on the subject ofCro\vn Lands in this colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the <-:hair. 

i\:Jr. Kent took the chair of the co1nn1ittec. 

lVJr. Speaker resun1ed the chair. 

'l~he chairman reported fi·om the comn1ittee that they had considered the n1at. 

ters to then1 referred, and had come to a certain resolution thereon, which he was 
directed to report to the House; and he read the sa1ne in his place, and afterwards 
delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where it was read as follol''S : 

Resolved,-1 ... hat a con11nittee be appointed to prepare a bill to regulate the 
disposal&, sale of Lands in this colony, and that the following be their instructions: 
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Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this Comrnittee, that all Crown Lands in 
the Province of N e\vfoundland should be sold by public auction at a tninimum up._ 
set price. 

Resoliied,-That it is the opinion of this Con1mittee that the inhabited and set
tled parts of the Island should be divided into townships or agricultural districts, 
each district to have a Board of Commissioners tor the surveying & disposal of waste 
lands, the whole to be under one general board of Superintendence or Controul. 

Resalve<l,-'T'hat it is the opinion of this comn1ittee that the lands situated bor
dering on the coast near the fishing Harbors and 'f owns, claim the first and im
n1ediate attention of the Government. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that the lands so situated on 
thP sea board and at a distance of miles from the margin of the sea, should 
be divided int<> small and convenient Jots for the benefit of the seamen engaged in 
the fishery, \Vhich \viii conduce to the support, and be the best auxiliary to the 
fishery. 

Resolved,-"fhat it is the opinion of this comn1ittce that an adequate portion of 
ground should be allocated in each agricultural to\vnship or district for the sup
port and tnaintenance of public schools, and for all other public purposes necessary 
for the \Vell-being, health and co1nfort of each respective co1nmunit.y. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that the proceeds of the sale 
of l...and should be exclusively applied to the inaking of Roads and all other means 
of internal com1nunication, as \Veil as for the encouragement of agricultural settlers 
in the respective districts. 

And the said llesolutions having been read throughout, vverc, upon the question 
put ihereon, agreed to by the House. 

Orllered,-That lVIr. Morris, :\fr. Nugent, l\t]r. l{ent, .\'Ir. \Vinser, and the So
licitor General do form the said committBe. 

011 t11otio11 of Mr . .\llorris, seco11ded by Mr. Kent, 

llrsolved,-"rhat the correspondence bet\veen his Excellency the Governor and 
her i\'Jajesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the subject of Cro\l'D Lands in 
this Island, be printed for the use of the t\1 embers. 

Then the house adjourned until Monday next at one of the clock. 

l1JoNDAY, January 20, 1840. 

A P~tition of George H ippesley, Assayer of Weights and Measures for the dis
trict of Harbor Grace, \Vas presented by l\lr. Brown, (who stated in his 

place that his Excellency the Governor had given his consent to the same being 
presented,) and the said Petition was received and read, 

l1raying for rernuneration for his services in the said office of Assayer of Weights 
and lVJeasures for the last three years. 

On motion of ~1r. Brown, seconded by lVJr. Po,ver, 

-Ordei·ed,-That the said Petition be referred to the cornmittee of Supply. 

Committee. 

Petition of G . Hippes .. 
ley 

Ref erred to committee or 
!upply. 
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A Petition of Matthew Dillon, of St. John's, was presented by Mr. Nugent, and 
the same was received and read, 

Praying for a grant of the sum of twelve pounds, for performing certain \Vork 
on the Road \vest ward of Waterford Bridge. 

On motio11 of Mr. Nug·e11t, seco11ded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the ccmmittee on roads and 
bridges. 

A Petition of Patrick Morris, Patrick l\Iullo\Vney, and other inhabitants of St. 
John's and its vicinity, was presented by ~Jr. Kent, and the same \vas received and 
read, 

Praying that the sum of sixty pounds, granted by the Legislature for the erec
tion of a wharf at Boden's Cove, and unappropriated-the said Cove being claimed 
as private property-may be applied to the building of a wharf and a wall at each 
side thereof, in the public Cove between the premises of Messrs. rf. and J. Brockle
bank, and Messrs. Robinson, Brooking, Garland & Co., and for snch further sum 
as will enable the Road Commissioners to make a proper entrance from the streets 
to the wharf. 

On 1notion of 1\1r. Kent. seconded by-Mr. Nugent, 

Referred to committee Ordered,-That the said petition~ be referred_ to the committee on Roads and 
on roads and bridges Bridges. 

Petition of c. Ayre & A Petition of Christopher Ayre, Newman W. Hoyles, and others, l-Iousehold-
others. ers on the 1\1 ilitary Road, St. John's, 'vas presented by I\lr. NJ orris, and the same 

was received and read, 

Ref erred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Contingency bill read 
2d time. 

Committed. 

House in committee 

:Report 

Praying for a grant of a sum sufficient for the necessary repairs of the said Road. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the Comn1ittee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

Pursuant to the order of the day a Bill to defi·ay the contingent expenses of the 
Legislature for the last Session was read a second time. 

Orde1~ed,-That the said Bill be committed to a committee of the whole House 
.... 

to .. n1orrow. 

Mr 'Vinser gave notice that he should to-1norrow move that the rules of the 
House in reference to the reading and passing of bills be suspended, so fi1r as re
late to the said bill. 

Agreeably to the order of the day the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole lJouse on the consideration of the claim of the Printer of the House for· 
fine imposed on him fo1· publishing their proceedings. 

Mr. Speaker left the (;hair. 

Mr. Doyle took the chair of the co1nn1ittee. 

M.r. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman reported from the committee that they considered the business to
them referred, and had examined Mr. Parsons, and came to certain resolutions· 
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thereon, which examination and resolutio11s he read in his place and aftevwards: 
delivered the satne in at the Clerk's table, where they were again read as follow:· 

RoBERT JonN PARSONS called and examined. 

What is your name 1 Robert John Parsons. 

Are you printer of the Ho11se of Assembly 1 I am. 

[A Report of the House of Assembly" on the present state of, 
the Aclministration of Justice in Newfoundland," having been 
here handed the witness]-

Did you print that Report 1 I did. 

Unde1· what autl1ority clid you print it 1 Under the authority of an order of the' 
11ouse. 

Did you publish that report in the Patriot newspaper 1 I did. 

Under what authority did you so publish it 1 Under the authority of an order of 
tl1e I-louse of Assen1bly. 

Were any proceedings instituted against you for that publication 1 Yes. Mr.
Garrett, the 1-1 igh Sheriff, brought an. action of damages against me for libel. 

\'Vas that case brought to a trial 1 "\'.es ; and a verdict returned for the plain-· 
tiff, damages £80 sterling-n1aking something about £ 100 currency. 

Has that surn been paid by you ? Not yet. 

Has Executio11 issuc(l 1 No, but I a111 every day liable to it. 

Did you not state in your i)aper that an indiyi~ual Member of this House' was; 
tl1e cause of your being fined ? I cannot recollect. 

Have you not published that a11 individual caused that prosecution 1 I cer-· 
tainly did consider that Mr~ Garrett caused that prosecution. 

Did you not mention in the Patriot ne\vspaper that it was Mr. l\'1orris who was· 
the occasion of your being fined 1 

I certainly considered that as Mr. Morris instituted the proceedings before the· 
House-as he originated the report-as he conducted it through, and rnoved that 
it be printed--for these reasons I considered he was the cause .. 

[Here the witness was ordered to withdraw. Being subsequently recalled.]1 

Did you make that publication in co111pliance with the request of any individual'. 
!VJ ember of this Ho11se, or in con1pliance with an order of the House 1 

Strictly and entirely ir1 compliance with an order of the House. 

Resolued,-That it is the opinion of this co1nn1ittee that it is the inherent right 
of the Commons House of Assembly to order their proceedings to be printed and: 
published, not only for the use of Members, but also for the information 
of the public. 
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Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this con1mittee that the existence and use
fulness of the Representative branch of the Legislature depend upon the due exer
cise of their undoubted privilege of promulgating, printing and publishing their 
proceedings. 

!_~esolved,-That it is the opinie::-1 of this comrnittee that the expenses incurred 
by Robert John Parsons in the suit instituted by B. G. Garrett, Esq., Iligh Sheriff 
of this Island, against him for publishing a report of this IJouse in cornpli anco 
with an order of the House, should be provided for in the next money Bill that 
passes this branch of the Legislature. 

And the said resoluticns having been read throughout, were, upon the qucstio11 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the liouse. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow, he should move an address to his Excel
lency the Governor, praying that his Excellency \l1ould be pleased to order that 
the opinions of her Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor General be taken on the lega
lity of lodging an attachrnent in the hands of the Treasurer of this Island on monies 
voted to individuals 1'y the Legislature for the public service, and that the sa1nc be 
laid before the f? ot:se. 

Then the Housa adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

'l'UESDAY, Jant1ary 21, 1840. 

A Messagefrom His Excellency the Gorer1ior. 

THE hon. Mr. Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the bar, presented to 
the I louse by command of his Excellency the Governor the fol~o\ving docu

ments, viz. 

'"fwenty print('.;d copies of a report on the Geology of Newfoundland, \Vi th n1ap 
·· and plan of seciicns, for the use of the 1'fen1bers.-See Appendix. 

· Copy of a letter from the Magistrates at Harbor Grace, representing the inad. 
equacy of the sum voted by the Legislature f<)r 1naking certain alterations in the 
Court I-louse, with presentment of the (}rand Jury thereon. 

A petition fro1n the District Surgeons praying for remuneration for their ser
'vices since July last. 

A Petition of certain farmers and others relative to the building a wharf for the 
landing of fish manure, &c. 

And then the M esseng<::" 'vithdrew. 

"fhe said letter and p z: ~ tions \Vere read by the Clerk, and 

Ordered,-That the said letter be referred to the committee of supply, and the 
said petition of certain farmers and others, to the committee of roads and bridges, 
and the other documents do lie on the table, to be perused by the metnbers of the 
House. 
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A petition of A. W. Des Barres, John Furneux and others, inhabitants of St. 
John's, was presented by .l\1r. Morris, and the same was received and read, pray
ing· for a grant of.such a sum as may appear necessary for opening and making 
a road from St. John's to \Vaterford Bridge on the south side of the river, and also 
for repairing the bridge at !Vlurphy and Gleeson's crossing. 

On 1notion of Th1r. Morris. seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of \Valter Grieve, Richard Perchard, jun., and others, inhabitants of 
St. John's, was also presented by Mr. Morris, and the same was received and read, 

·praying for a grant of a sun1 sufficient for repairing the line of road leading frorri 
Freshwater road to the old Topsail road. 

On 1notion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the Con1n1lttee on-,Roads and 
Bridges . 

.i\. petition of Patrick Ryan, John Hand and others, inhabitants of Logy Bay, 
was also presented by Mr. Morris, and the san1e was received and read, praying 
for a grant of a s111n sufficient to make a road from I ... ogy Bay to meet the Outer 
Cove road. 

On n1otion of !\1r. Morris, seconded by ~Jr. Nugent; 

·Petition of A. W. n ·e·s 
Barres and others. 

Referred io committee 
on roads and bridges 

.Petition of W. Grieve 
and others 

Ref erred to -~ommittee 
on roads arid bridges 

Petition of. P. Ryan .;& 
others. 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the com1nittee on roads and Referred to committee 
bridges. . on-roads and~bridges 

Agreeably to the order of the day the House resolved itseif into a comn1ittee ot . Hou~e in -committee 

the \tVhole I-louse on the consideration of a bill to provide for the contingencies of .on Contingencies 

the Legislature for the last session. 

l\1 r. Speaker left the Chair. 

l\1Ir. Winser took the chair of the co1nn1ittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman reported from the comrnittee that they had gone througl1 the .said ~R~poi-t 

bill, and had agreed to the same without any amendment. 

Mr. Winser moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the rules of the House, so far as relate to the readin-g and 
passing the said bill be suspended. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time this ,day. 

Pursuant to order, the said engrossed bill was ·read .a third time. 

On motion of Mr. '1Vinser, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said hill do pass, and that the .title be '' Ah .act to de.fray 
the expenses of the Legislature in the fourth session of the second General Assem
biy of Newfoundland.'' 

• 

' l 
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Council acquainted Orde1~ed,-That Mr. W inser and M.r. N agent do carry the said bill up to her 
thereof. 

Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence thereto. 

Draft of addresa to hii Mr.Nugent, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented to the f)ouse the draft of 
Excelle9cy~ an address to his Excellency the Governor, l'\1hich he read in his place and aftet

waJ'ds delivered it in at 1l1e Clerk's table, where it was again read as follows : 

- ~ ..... _.f - • 

To his Excellency HENRY PllESCOTT, 
Esq., Companion <if the Most Honorable 
Military Order o.f· the Bath, Governor 
and llommander-in-Chi~f in and over the 
Island of Newfou_ndland and its Depen
dencies, ~c. ~c, -tc . 

• - ,._ ·~'9"-Y. •• • .... ~ 

Adopted 

Message 1rom H. M. 
Council ~ 

May it ·please Your Ex·cellency, 

The I-louse of Assernbly pray your Excellency will order that the opinions of her 
Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor General of this Island be laid before this House, 
on the question of the 1 iabili ty of monies voted to individuals by the Legislature 
for the public service, to be arrested in the hands of the 'I•reasu1·er of the colony 
by 'vrit of attachn1ent. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed, and that a co1nn1it
tee be appointed to present the same to his Excellency. 

Ortlered,-That }Ir. ~agent, and ~'Ir. \Vinser, do form such committee. 

On 111otio11 of Mr. Nt1ge11t, seconded by lVIr. Moore_, 

.ResoltJe<l .. -That a comrnit.tee of three be appointed to ascertain ''lhether a con
venient apartment for the use of the Members oft he Hou~e can be had in the im
n1ediate vicinity of the Court 1-Jouse, and to report thereon to the House. 

Ordered,--That Mr. Nugent, l\'lr. Moore, and Mr. D\vyer, do form such com-
111itteo·. 

011 ·1n:otio11 of Mr. Nugent, seconded by- Mr. Kent, 

Resolved,-'fhat the Map and plan of sections accompanying the report on the 
Geology of Newfoundland. sent down to the House by his Excellency the Gover- . 
11or, be ordered to be framed and glazed. 

On motion of Mr. N.ugent, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

Resolved,-That the Despatches of his Excellency the Governor to the Secre
tary of State for the Colonies on the subject of tacks to Bills of Supply and the re
plies of her ~lajesty's Secretaries of State thereto, be printed for the use of NJ em
bers. 

A MESSAGE l"ROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The Master-in-Chancery brought down frorn her Majesty's Council the follo\V
ing written ~1essage :-

JJ1Jr. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council request a conference with the House of Assembly on the 
subject matter of the Bill entitled "an Act to make provision for the Sick and des-

• 
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titute Poor of the Island of Newfoundland," and have appointed Conferrees-to 
1neet the Managers from the Assembly in the Comrnittee Room of the Council 
presently. 

JAMES SIMMS,/ 

Senior lJJember Presiding; 
Council Chamber, ~ 
January 25, 1840. 5 

And the Messenger withdre\v. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, seconded by Mr. Brown, 
' 

Resolved,-rrhat the conference requested by the Council be agreed to. 

Ordered,-rJ'hat Mr. l\.ent and Mr. Bro\vn do go up to her Majesty's Council 
and acquaint them that this I-louse accede to the said conference. 

Orde1·ed,-That Mr. Kent, Mr. Brown, Mr. Power, and Mr. D\vyer, do 1na
nagc the said conference on the part of this House. 

And they went to the conference, and being returned,-

M r. Kent reported that the managers had been at the conference, and he read 
the Report in his place as follo\vs :-

4 

Her Majesty's Council have sought this conference to acquaint the House of 
Assembly, that in the atnendments which they have rnade in the bill entitled " An 
act to make provision for the sick and destitute poor of the Island of N e\vfound
land,'' they have been governed solely by an anxious desire to amend its several 
provisions so as to ensure the assent of the Executive to the bilJ, and its consequent 
immediate operation. 

Her Majesty's Council have felt then1selves con1pelled to amend that clause of 
the bill in which the I louse of Assembly named the Commissioners for . carrying 
the provisions into effect, considering it to be more constitutional in principle, and 
convenient in practice, that these officers should be appointed by the Executive ; 
and in this view of the subject, they are happy to find that they are borne out 
by the speech of his Excellency the Governor on opening the present session, and 
also by the despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies of the 4th June 
last, which is to the following effect-

'' It might be difficult to lay down the general proposition that Comn1issioners 

"for a public service, and the officers acting under them, should always be appoint.:. 

" ed by the Executive Government, and never by an act of the Legislature. But 

'' \vitl1out agitating so wide a question, I think it sufficient to say, that there 

'' was no apparent reason, in the present case, (the grant to the poor in 1838) for 

'' withholding fi·om the Executive Government their appropriate function of ·ap

" pointing public officers, and that experience, especia11y in the Colonies, demon~ 

'~ strates that the appoint1nent of such functionaries by Legislative bodies, acting 

"under no effective resposibility, is a1nongst the most fertile sources of abuse and 

'' misapplicatio11 of the public Revenue." 

' . . ' 
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Her Majesty's Council have also amended that clause of the Bill by which the 

said Commissioners are authorized to draw on the Colonial Treasury without the 

intervention of the Executive, because they conceive it to he a course unpreceden

ted in Colonial I ... egislation, and because his Excellency the Governor is restrained 

from giving his assent to a Bill containing such a provision, by tl1e 24th article of 

the Royal Instructions, \vhich is as follows :-

''You are not to suffer any public n1oney whatsover, whether it be appropriated 
"to any particular service or not, by the act granting the same, to be issued or 
"disposed of othern1 ise than by \Varrant under your hand, by and with the co11sent 
"of the said Council.'' 

IJer )iajesty's Council further avail then1selves of this occasion to express their 
regret, that at this inclement season of the year, so much tirne should have been 
allowed to elapse \Vithout any provision having been made for the destitute and 
house less poor. 

Her Majesty's Council, ho\vever~ heartily concur in the grant now made, and 
were prepared to concur in one of even larger atnount. 

Council Cha1nbcr, ~ 
21st January, 1840. 5 

JAMES Sll\11"1S, 

Senior Men1ber presiding. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The lVIaster-i11-Cl1ancery brol1ght dovvn from l1er Majesty's Co11ncil the 
following '1Vritte11 Messag .. e ;~ 

Mr. /Speake1--, 

Her Majesty's Cou11cil have passecl the Bill se11t t1p from the House of 
Assembly, -ei1titled, '' a11 Act to make provision for the sick and destitt1te 
poor of the Island of Newfoundland," '1vitl1 some ame11dme11ts, to 'vhich 
they request the conct1rrence of the Assembly. 

Council Chan1ber, ~ 
2 J st January, 1840. 5 

~And then the Messenger \Vithdre\v. , 

JAMES SIM~IS, 

Senior Member presiding. 

On motion of Mr. N11gent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Conference requested Resolved,-That a conference be requested of her Majesty's Council on the sub-
ject matter of the last conference, and that a co1nmittee be appointed to prepare 
instructions to the conferrees. 

Committee. Ordered,-'fhat Mr. Nugent, Mr. Morris, Mr. \\1inser, and the Solicitor Ge-
neral, do form ~he said c~mmittee. 
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Then the House adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock~ 

WEDNESDAY, January 22, 1840; 

MR. Wlnser from the committee appointed to wait lipon his .E..Xcel
lency the Governor with a11 address of the House adopted on the 

17th inst., reported that they had \vaited 011 his Excellency, and present
ecl the said address accordingly, whe11 11is Excellency was pleased to reply 
as follows :-

Gentlemen,-
' . . 

I have on a forrner occasion alluded to tl1e impet~fect operation of the Act 6th' 
\V' m. 4th, chap. Ist. 

1'hc den1and already made upon the Ferryland Board of Directors shall be im
n1ediately repeated. 

'The rf reasurcr shall rccci VO the usual directions in connexion with the' conc}u..: 
ding paragraph of this a<l<lress. 

Government I-louse, ~· 
22J January, 1840. 5 

lVlr. Nugent fron1 the con1mittec appointed yesterday to prepare instructions for 
a conference with her Majesty's Council reported that the cotnmittee had prepared 
the said instructions, 'vhich he read in his place. 

' . . 

Or<lt~red,-That to-1norro\V this House resolve itself into a con1mittee of the 
\V hole I I ouse on the consideration of the said instructions. 

.. 

A pP-tition of Luke Bro\\~n of ficrryland, t\ ssayer of~ eights and Measures, was 
presented by l\'Jr. 'Vinser (\vho stated in his place that he had the sanction of his 
Excellency the Governor to present the same) and the said petition \Vas received 
and read,-

Praying that the House \Vould grant hi1n compensation for his service~ in the 
said office of Assayer of 'Veights and Measures. 

On motion of l\lr. \Vinser, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee of Supply. 

J.\tlr. Morris gave notice that to-morrow he should n1ove for leave to bring iri a 
Bill for the relief ot the poor, and that the rules of the I-louse so far as relate to the 
reading and passing of the said Bill be suspended. 

•· . 

Report of .committee ap~ 
pointed to. prepare ad.: 
dress to his Excellency 

.,. -

- ···':. '"'i. . ,. 

, . 
. . "" '· 

Report of committee 
on Conference. 

< 

Petition of Luke Brown? 

' I I 

Ref erred to c'ommitfee 
of supply 

Notice of Poor Bill; 
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Then the House adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock . 

THURSDAY, January 23, 1840; 

I 

M_R. Morris pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to 
provide for the relief of the sick and destitute poor of this colony, 

and the same was received and read a first time. 

Mr. 1\tlorris moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

·suspension of Rules in Resolved,-That the rules of the House, so far as relate to the reading, com .. 
. reference thereto mi tting and passing the said bill, be suspended. 

2d reading Ordered,-That the said bill be now read a second time. 

House in committee on 
Poor Bill 

And the said bill was read a second time accordingly . 

On motion of f\1r. Morris, seconded by :\1r. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That this House do now resolve itself into a con1n1ittcc of the whole 
House on the consideration of the said bill. 

And the House resolved itself into the said committee accordingly. 

' 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

i\tlr. Winser took the chair of the co1nn1ittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Report The chairman reported from the ·comrnittee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had agreed to the same '\Vithout any an1endment. 

Engrossed Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time this day. 

House in committee on 
conference Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 

Report 

the whole House on the consideration of the instructions prepared for the confer-
ence with her Majesty's Council. ···----· 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

M·r. Brown took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed .the chair. 

The chairm~n reported from the committee that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and was directed to move for leave to sit again. 

Ordered,-That the said con11nittee have leave to sit again. 

Poor bill read 3d time Pursuant to order, an engrossed bill to provide for the relief of the sick and desti-
tute poor of this Colony, was read a third time. 

• 
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On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

!llesolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be " An act to provide 
for the relief of the sick and destitute poor of the Island of Newfoundland.'' 

Ordered,-That Mr. Morris and Mr. Winser do carry the said bill up to her 
Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence thereto. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve of the clock. 

FRIDAY~ January 24, 1840. 

P URSUANrr to the order of the day, the llouse resolved itself into a commit
tee of the \vhole House on the further consideration of the instructions for a 

conference with her Majesty's Council. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

I.Vlr. Butler took tho cornmittee. 

1\·Ir. Speaker resumed the chair. 

. 
Pa.ssed
Title 

Sent to Council 

.. '1· ..... . !-
~· ~-- ... . 

House in committe~ 
on Conference 

The chairman reported from tho comn1ittee that they had considered the busi- Repo.ft 
ness to therr1 referred, and had come to a certain resolution thereon, which he read . 
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where it \Yas again 
read as follo\vs..;._ 

Resolve<l,-That it is the opinion of this committee that a conference be re
quested with her Majesty's Council on the subject tnatter of a ''hill to provide for 
the relief of the sick and destitute poor of the Island of Newfoundland," and that th·e 
following be the instructions to the conferrees : 

The Hottse of Assembly have desired this in order to inform her .Majesty's Coun• 
cil of their reasons for dissenting frorn the objections made by that honorable Body 
in their last Conference to certain details in the late Bill, entitled " an Act to 
make provision for the Sick and Destitute Poor of the Island of Newfoundland.'' 
l:l~r Majesty's Council have stated in the first paragraph that, in making amend .. 
ments in that Bill, "they have been governed solely by an anxious desire so to 
amend its several provisions as to ensure the assent of the Executive to the Bill and 
its consequent immediate operation." The Asse1nbly \viii not say that the opini
ons and intentions of the Council were otherwise, but when every pagp of the Jour.:: 
nals of her Majesty's Council testifies . that the House of Assembly can never re
gard the amendment oftheir money Bills by that Body in any other light than as 
violations of their privileges, and when every page of the Journals of the Assem
bly (and with all of which the Council are furnished) proves that a money Bill' 
coming down from her Majesty's Council can never be further considered in the 
Representative branch of the Legislature, they cannot but feel that her Majesty's 
Council might have known that they were not adopting the best means to secure 
'i the immet.~iate. operation" of that measure, but were reiterating a course that has 
always the most effectually tended to protract discussion. 

In the 2d paragraph, her Majesty's Council declare thei1~ objection to have 
Con1missioners appointed in the act fo~ carrying its provisions into effect ; and 

• 
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fi_1rther, tl1at they regard it to be "more constitutional in principle a11d convenient 
in practice that these officers should be appointed by tl1e Executive;" and they 
adduce in support of their vie\v, "the speech of his Excellency the Goverr1or at the 
ope11ing of the IJresent session," and ar1 extract fro1n a despatch of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies of the 4th June, wl1ich extract they also insert in their 
'' Reasons for a conference." 

. 
The following· is tl1c observation in his Excellency's speecl1 respecting the f>oor 

Bill of last session, in addressing the Asse1nbly : 

'' By regulations prescribed by her Majesty's Government, the House must be 
sensible that it is iny duty rigidly to abide, and it will consequent1y be J>erceived 
that had the poor bill, as sent up towards the conclusion of the late session., been 
fully adopted by the (~ouncil, it could not possibly have received my assent.'' 

Without stopping to enquire why l1is Excellency 'vas not advised to declare ex-
plicitly the "Regulations'' by which he was tl1us fettered, with reference to that 
bill, or to point out the particular provision or principle 1hercin embodied that mi
litated against those'' rcgulations"-\vithout aslring why his Excellency, when tho 
I louse of Assembly in tl1eir add1·ess in reply to his Excellency's speech had de
clared that they \Vere not aware in what respect tl1e provisions of that bill hacl 
been '' either opposed to or beside" l1is Excellency's Instructions-without de-
111anding of her Majesty's Council \vhy, \vl1en the Assembly thus properly ancl 
reasonably sought that information \Vhich would have greatly accelerated the l)Ub
lic business-his l~xcellency '"as ac.ivised to refrain from gra11ting that whicl1 the 
Assembly had a right to expect-they arc obliged to say that they can see nothing 
in the extract quoted frorn the despatch of the Secretary of State, i1or anything ad
vanced in his Excellency's speecl1 to \Varrar1t the assur11ption that the appointn1ent 
by L"egislativc enactn1ent, and not by the sole voice of the Executive, of unpai(l 
(~01n1nissioners, i~ either u11-" constitutional in principle,'' or i11-" convenient in 
llracticc.'' 

As to tl1c constitutional principle, surely it cannot be unconstitutional that the 
three branches of tl1c J ... egislature shall have a concurrent voice in the nom.ination 
of unpaid (:om missioners, nor can it be regarded for a n101ncnt as rnore '' const i
tutional," that one of those branches should be permitted to exercise po\vers thnt 
ought to belong to the three ; and with reference to the '' conve11iencc in practice,'' 
the experience the country has had of the \Vorking of hoth Sj1sten1s, so far confirn·!8 
the views of the Assembly of tl1e great importance both in point of utility an(l 
" convenience'' of continuing the practice that has prevailed so long, and has pro
(luced such happy results, that they sec no reason for relinqni~hing so neessary a 
privilege. 

In tl1e extract fro111 the despatcl1 of the ~Iarquis of Norn1anby of last June, q110-

ted by the Council, the House of Assembly \vould n1ost ]larticularly remark, that 
there is no " regulation'' of a1zy ltind wliatever laid down, and therefore the ob-
jection of his ~~xcellency the Governor to the former Bill could not have bee11 
founded on that Despatch. In Lord Glenelg'g of the 10th December, 1838, to his 
Excellency, there is an unequivocal and clear " instruction," an explicit '" Regu
gulation" as follows :-

" 111 reply tl1erefore to your de1nand of instructions for your guidance in tl1e 
c.vent of tl1e sa1ne course being l1ereafter repeated by the • .i\.sse1nbly, I have to dr
s1re that shoul(J you sec any probability of sucl1 a.n occurrence, you will make it 
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kno\v11 to that House, that yon \:viii be co1npelled, at whatever iriconvcnie11ce;to re
fuse your assent to any Bill of Suppl,y in \\1hicl1 provisions of sucl1 a .nature uncon..; 
11ectecl \Yitl1 the object of the Bill are introduced by \vay of Tacks.'' 

There there is i1othing ambiguous or doubtful, and the "regulation" here pre~ 
scribecl demands i1npeiativel_y that his Excellency sl1ould state expressly .to tl1e 
f\ssen1bly the pt1.rticltlt:tr 1rellso1i \·vheri~hy he \Vas obliged to interpos~.- But in the 
\vhole of the ~Iarquis of Nor1nanby's despatch there is not a single observation 
that can reasonably be for a 1non1ent regarded as an ''Instruction'' or "Regula
tion" except in the very last paragraph--l1is 1-Jordship first approv~s of Lord Glenelg's 
o~jections to "rracks'' to the Bill of general Supply, he then declines in the cleat
est and most explitit terms "to agitate so wide a question" as, \Vhether the Ex
ecutive only or the three Branches of the Legislature should exercise tl1e appoint.;. 
1nent of Corr1n1issioners tor a public service, and finally he refrains from expressing 
any thing like an '' lnstruclior1" or "Regu1atio11" even upon the subject of the 
appointme11t of public officers, but conte11ts himself with stating his opinion that 
there \Vas 110 apparent reason, in the case of the Bill of Supply of 1838, to take out 
C)f the l1ands of the Executive the function of appointing a pul)lic officer---and in 
furtl1er proof of the correctness o·r tl1is \'ie\v, his Lordship tells explicitly in the 
opening of the last paragraph, that he has given no "Instructions'' on the subject, 
for he says "I earl therefore only repeat the Instructions of my Predecessor res
J)ecting any future acts of tl1is I{ind ;"-,vl1ile the entire of the last paragraph 
clearly cxl1ibits his l,ordship's n1otive for declining to open a cliscussion that could 
only tend to produce unpleasant feelings, and ne\'er could lead to the abandonmei1t 
by the ... i\s~en1bly of one of their 111ost i1nportant privileges; for his Lordship 
strongly enjoin~ his l~xcellency to avoid in his con1111unication·s upon tl1e subject 
'''lith the ~\ sscmbly, ''every expression and for111 of proceeding \vhicl1 that Hous·e 
could \Vitl1 any reaso11 or plausibili~y resent as a brea:cJ1 of tl1eir privileges.'' 

. . . 
On the sul)jcct of the olJject·ion of the Council to \'that clause of the bill by 

\vhich the said Cornn·1issioners are authorised to dra\v upon the Colonial Treasurer 
\Vithout the intervention of the Ex ecut i \'e,'' tl1e i\sse111bly beg leave to stat.e that 
ilo such po'v.er ei.ther \Vas or could be so given or contcn1plated. B.Y the 24th ar- · 
ticle of the Royal Instrt1ctions, the 1\ssetnbly \Vere a\\'are that the Gover11or \Vas 
Jlrohibited from permitting any monies to be paid out of the ,.l'reasury, except un~ 
der his Excel!ency's warrant, and that therefore \Vhcuever an act passed granting 
n1onies, his Excellency \Vas obliged to issue his \Vnrrant or \Varra11ts j111111ediately, 
according to the nature of its provisions; l>ut l1is Excellency \Vas 11ot by that arti:. 
cle prol1ibited fro1n asEenting to a bill containrng a provision of this natur2, 
although tl1e i~:leven Articles i1nrr1edinteJy preceding vvere of instr11ction as to \Vl1at 
bills he sl1ould refuse his assent to. 

Besides, the principle l1e·re objected to, of omitting to authorise tl1e Governor to 
issue l1is warrant prior to the payment of n1onies by the Treasurer, \Vas en1bodied 
in the acts 4, \V. 4, ch. 4, sess. 2-5, \V. 4, ch. 6-5, "\tV. 4, ch. 7-6, \V. 4, ch. 12 
-6, \V. 4, ch. 14-6, ,V. 4, ch. 15--1 Vic. 2-1 Vic. ch . 8-2 Vic. cl1. 3-2 Vic. 
ch .. 4; and though thus during the entire period of the existence of the l~egislature 
in constant use, it \Vas never before objected to by the ('ounci I, nor had it led to 
inconvenience, ancl therefore it needed not to l1ave ueen brougl1t into controversy 
at present; but however, so anxious are the 1\ss.e1nhly to avoid un·necessary dis• 
cussion, that on all future occasions, not ,,·ithstanding these r1recedents, the Assem
bly have not the least objection to the insertiol1 of a provision in evel'y money bill 
~n accordance \Vith their apparent vie\vs in this respect. 

And the said resolution and instructions having been read througl1out a first and 
second titne, were, upon rho question put 'thereon, agreed to by th~ 1-Jouse. 

Ordered, •. That Mr. \Vinser and Mr. Nugent do carry a 1n~ssage to her lfa
jesty's c;ouncil requesting the said ~onference, in }iursuance of the said 1·esolution~ 

• 
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'A MESSAGE FRO.l\I HER MAJESTv's COUNCIL. 

The l\faster-in.-Cl1a11cery brot1ght down fron1 her Majesty's Cot1ncil the 
following '\tvritten Message;- . 

Mr. JSpeaker, 

Her Majesty's Council accede to the conference requested by the House of Assem
. bly on the subject matter of a bill to provide for the relief of the poor of the Is

land of Newfoundland," an<l have appointed conferrees to meet the managers 
from the Assembly in the committee roon-i of the Council presently. 

• 

Council Chamber, ~ 
24th January, 1840 5 

~"nd then the Messenger \vithdre,v. 

WM. SAl~L. 
Pi·esident. 

Ordered,-That l\1r. Nugent, Mr. \Vinser, l\1r. Doyle and Mr. D\vyer, do 
manage the said conference on the part of this flouse. 

And they 'irent to the conference, and being returned, 

· Mr. Nugent reported that they had been at the conference, and had complied 
\vi th the instructions of the 1-J ouse. 

Mr. N agent, from the co1nmittee appointed t.o ascertain if an apartment in tho 
immediate vicinity of the Court IJouse could he procured for the permanent use 
of the Members of the Assen1bly, reported that they had made enquiry accordingly; 
and he read a tender made by Robert John Parsons, ~~sq., for a room \Vith an 
office adjoining on the basement story of his dwelling for t\venty pounds per 
·• annum . 

• 

Mr. Nugent ga,1e notice that on lVJonday next, he should inove that the Clerk be 
instructed to take an apartment in the in1mediate vicinity of the Court House for 
.the use of the inembers of the Assembly. 

l\fr. Morris gave notice that on Monday next he should move for leave to bring in 
·a bill for the n1aking and repairing of roads and bridges in this Colony. 

Mr. Dwyer gave notice that on an early day he \vould n1ove for leave to bring 
in a bill to n1ake regulations touching the persons engaged in the seal fishery. 

A MESSAGE "PROM llER J\tAJESTY's COUNCIL. 

1,he Master-in-Chancery brought do\Vn fron1 her l\'.lajesty's Council the follo,v _ 
ing written Message ~:--

Mr. Speaker, 
·Her Majesty's Council have pa$scd the bill sent up from the I-louse of Asse1nbly 

entitled'' An act to provide for the relief of the sick and destitute poor of Island of 
Newfoundland," \Vith an arnendn1ent, to which they request the concurrence of the 
1\ssembJy. 

Council Chamber, ~ 
-January 24, 1840. 5 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

W. SALL, 
President. 
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'J'he said amendment was read by the ·Clerk a first time as foliows :'., 
~ Amendment 

Jn the 4th section, 7th line,-Expunge all the words after the word ''by," 
. and insert instead thereof as follo\vs : "Comn1issioners not fewer 

in number than seven, (of \Vho1n three shall be a quorum) to be 
appointed by the Governor, or pers·on adn1inistering the Govern.; 
rnent for the time being." 

Moved by Mr. Nugent, seco11ded by 1\'Ir. Moore, 

'I'hat the said amendment be read a second time this day six months .. 

Severa11.V1ember.s having retired, and there being present Mr. Speaker, Mr. Nn- No qu@runt 
gent, l\'.lr. :VJoore, ~r. "' inser and Mr. D\vyer, Mr. Speaker at 4 o'clock adjourned 
the House for \ivant of a quorum. 

-ltioNDAY, Ja11t1ary 27, 140. 

MR. Nugent from the committee appointed to wait upon his .E.xcel
..L lei1cy tl1e Gover11or \vith a11 address of the I-lou-se adopted o_n the 
2lts inst., reported that tl1ey 11ad \vaited 011 his Excellency, and prese11t~ 
ed the said address according--ly, vvhe11 11is Excelle11cy vvas pleased to reply 
as follo"vs :-

Ge·rttleme1i,-

As any individual having property attached can without difficulty determine the 
legality or illegality of such proceedings by bringing the question in the ordinary 
co:Jrsc of justice before the Judges for their decision, the intervention of the Ex
e ~ utive in the \Vay re·quested seen1s altogether unnecessary; and as parties interest
ed could not be bound to abide by the opinion of the La'v Officers, no object could 
be obtained by reference to the Attorney and Solicitor General. 

I must consequently dcctino compliance \Vith this address .. 

Government House, ~ 
27th January, 1840. ~ 

• 

On inotio11 of Mr~ Nugent, second.ed by lVIr. vVi11se1·, 

Resolved,-That the amendment made by her Maj.esty's Council in a bill enfi; 
tled '' an L\ct. to provide for the relief of the sicl{ and destitute poor of the Island 
of Newfoundland" be read a second ti1ne this day six months. 

A petition of D. S. 'Va rd, Robert Rogers, and others, inhabitants of St. John's, 
\Vas presented by 1\1r. Morris, and the sa1ne was received and read, . -. 

Praying for a grant of a sum sufficient to complete the Road which leads from 
the \Vigmore Gully Road to the Old '"J,opsail l{oad. 

On inotion of l\fr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

01~dered,-That the said petition be referred to the Comn1ittee on Roads and 
Bridges.. _ . 

1.._,,.._ - ____ ... 

Report of committee ap 
pointed to prepare ad
dress to his Excellency 

.. .. 

His Excellency's reply 

Petition of.D. S. Ward 
and others ' 

Ref erred to committew 
on roads and bridges 
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Road bill read lst time Mr. Morris, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill for granting 
to her Majesty a supply of money for the making and repairing of Roads, Streets, 
and Bridges in this Colony, and to regulate the expenditure of the same, and the 
said bill was received and read a first ti1ne. 

Notice of address to hl• 
Excellency. 

1toad bill read id time. 

Draft of addre11 •o bis 
1'.xcellenc7. 

Adoptctd 

Committee. 

:Message from her Ma .. 
jesty•a Council 

Ordered,-That the said bili be read a second tirne to-1norro\v. 

l\ir. Nugent gave notice, that to-morro\v he \Vould, preparatory to n1oving the 
House into comn1ittee of tho whole on Supply, move an address to his Excellency 
the Governor, praying his Excellency to order the Estimate to be sent do\vn to this 
1-1 ouse. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morro,v, at one of the clock. 

P URSUN'.r to the order of the day, a Bill for granting to her ~1ajesty a sup
ply of money for the making and repairing of Roads, Streets, and Bridges 

in this colony was read a second tin1e. 

On motion of i\1r. ~f orris, seconded by :VJr. \V1nser, 

Resolved,-That the said bill be committed to a coinmittee of the whole Hous~ 
on Thursday next. 

l\'lr. Nugent, pursuant to notice yesterday, pt·esented the draft of an address to 
his Excellency the Governor, \Vhich he read in his place, and after\vards deiivered 
it in at the Clerk's table, where it '1Vas again read as follo,vs :-

To His Excellency Henry P1·escott, Esq. 
Conipanio1i of the .Lt.lost Flonoral1le 
lifilitary Orde.1' of tlie Bat ft, Governo'r 
and Conimander-in-C hief in and ov_e1· 
ilte Island of Newfoundland and it.~ 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

l\1ay it please your Excellency,-

The House of Assembly request your Excellency will please order that the Es
timate be sent down to the House, in order that the 1-Jouse be enabled to entertain 
the subject of a Supply to her f\Jajesty, for the civil service of the Colony, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

Resol11ed,-"fhat the said address he adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-'fhat Mr. I\ugent and l\'1r. \Vinser be a committee to present the 
game to his Excellency. 

A ~IE.SSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The Master-in-Chancery brought 'down from her Majesty's Council the follow-
ing written Message :--. ~ 
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~-- ~·t-· Mr. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council have pa~sed the bill sent up from the House of Assembly 
entitled "an Act to defray the expenses of the Legislature in the fourth Session of 
the second general Assembly of Newfoundland," \Vith sorne amendments, to which 
they request the concurrence of the Asscrnbly· 

w~ SALL, 
President-. 

..... -·- Council Chamber, ~ 
f:" :- · .January 28, 18-10. ~ 

And then the Messenger withdre\v. 
. 

l\f r. Nugent gave notice that to-morro'v he \Vould move an addrcs!-J to his Ex-
cellency the Governor, praying that his Excellency would cause to be laid before 
this llouse a staternent from the Treasurer of this colony, in reply to the following . 
queries:--

Has he received a \varrant authorizing the payment to William Volrey of Spa
niards Bay of a sun1 of money due to him as a contractor for the making of a Road 
under the provisions of the Act 2, \'ic., Cap. 3 1 

. i • 

Has 'Villiam Vokey or any person of his order applied to the Treasurer for the 
an1ount 1 

If the replies to the foregoing be in the affirmative, has the said amount been 
paid, or if not paid, under \vhat plea has the same been \Vithheld or detained 1 

Mr. Nugent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

~ Resolved,-That the Cieri{ be instructed to take an apartmei:it in the in1medi:. 
ate vicinity of the Court House for the purpose of a Comn1ittee Room. 

Then tJ10 house adjourhed until to-morro\v; at one of the clock~ 

'1-VEDNESDAY, January 29, 1840~ 

.. ' . .. .llJR. Nugent, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented the draft of a1i 
· address to his Excellency the Gover11or, which he read in his place, 
a11d after\va~~ds delivered it i11 at the Clerk's table, 'vhere it \'Vas again read 
·as follo,vs :-

To His Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq. 
Companion of the .L'Jfost Hono1,.ahlt! 
Military Orde1~ of the Bath, Governo'r 
and Commande1·-in-C ltief in and over 
tlte Island of Newfozt ndland and 'its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

' . 
May it please your Excellency,.....:.. 

. The I-louse of Assetnbly pray your Excellency that there be laid before the 
Hou~e a staten1ent fron1 the 1"reasurer of the colony, in reply _to the follo\ving 
queries:-

., 

N oticc of address to his 
Excellency. 

. 
L 

.. . . .. 

l . . .• . . 

Address to his Excel~ 
lency preseni'ed and 
read 



.. 
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Notice for Committee to 
prepare address to his 
Excellency. 

Committee appointed to 
search Councils J our· 
nals 

Not ice of lcfan bill 

Petition of M. l\Iorris 
(\.nd others 

. 
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Has he received a \varrant authorizing the payrnent to William Vokey of Spani
ard's Bay of a sum of money due to him as a contractor, for the making of a road 
:undet the provisions of the c\ct 2, \ 1ic. cap. 3 ? 

f-Jas \Villiam Vokey or any other person by his 01·der, applied to the Treasure1· 
for the amount 1 

If the replies to the (oregoing be in the affirmative, has the said an1ount been 
paid, or if not paid, under what plea has the same been withheld. or detained ?" 

Resolved,-"fhat the said address be adopted and engrossed, and that a con1mit-
tee be appointed to present the same to his Excellency. 

Ordered,-'fhat Mr. Nugent and 1\1r. \Vinser ·do form the said committee. 

1V1r. 'Vinser gave notice that on an early day he should move that a con11nittee 
·be appointed to prep~re an address to his Excellency the ·Governor, praying ·that 
his Excellency \Vould cause to be laid before this House a copy of the bond enter
ed into by the Treasurer of the colony, and also the names of the '-persons and the 
amount of the sums of the sureties for the fulfiln1ent of the said bond in the year 
J839, and at the present time. 

On motio11 of lVlr. Nugent, seco11ded by Mr. Winser, 

Resolvecl,-That a cornmittee be appointed to search the Journals of.her 1\1a
jesty's Council to ascertain what has been done upon a message fi·om his Excellen
cy the Governor, touching an address to her I\Iajesty, adopted by this House in 
the last session. 

Ordered,-/rhat Mr. Nugent and Mr. \\iinser do forn1 such comn1ittee. 

tvlr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he \Vould move for leave to bring in a 
Bill to raise on loan a sum of money to defray the expense of making and repairing 
Roads, Streets, and Bridges in this Colony, and also that he should rnove that the 
rules of the House in reference to the reading, cotnmitting, and passing of the said 
Bill be suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Resolvell,-That the Bill to provide for the poor of this colony, and the several 
conferences thereon, be printed for the use of the NJ embers. 

Then the House adjourned until to-morro\v at one of the clock . 

1~HURSDAY, January 30, 1840. 

A Petition of Matthew ~forris, Philip Duggan, and other~, inhabitants of St. 
John's and its vicinity, was presented by l\11r. Morris, and the same was re

ceived and read, 

Praying for a grant of a sufficient sum for repairing the road leading fron1 l\f o
ses Neill's dwelling at }:{resh 'Vater, to \\iigmores Gullt1y, and crossing the :\'Jain 
River, the same being in a very dilapidated state-also for building a bridge over 

~ the said River. 



On motion of I\1.r. ~forris, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A Petition of John Flood, John l-lo\vley, and others, inhabitants of St.· John's, 
\Vas also presented by i\1r. Morris, and the same \Vas received and read, 

Praying for a grant of an adequate sum to repair the road from Flood's corner, 
called the Old Cock: l)it Road, to Brookfield Road, the same being much out of . 
repair. 

On inotio11 of Mr Morris, seco11ded by lVIr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred. to th·e committee on roads and 
bridges. 

A petition of Denis l\Iackin, \V alter Whelan and others, inhabitants of the to\vn 
of Brigus in the Northern district, 'vas· a;lso presented by ~Ir Mo1~ris, an<l the 
sa1ne \Vas received and read, praying for a g·rant of 1noney requisite for repairing 
certain roads and high\vays in the said to\vn and the im1nediate vicinity thereof, 
the same being in a very dangerous condition O\Ving to \Vant of repair, na,rro\vness,, 
and being situate near the verge of steep cliffs.-

< • 

On rnotion cf ~1 r. Morris, ~econded by Mr. i\'.loore, 

Ortlered,-That the said petition be referred to the Comn1ittee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of Luke Doyle, t,awr. l(ielley and others, inhabitants of Petty Har
bor, \Vas presented by 1\Jr. Kent, and the sam·e was received and read, praying for 
a grant of a sutn sufficient to inake a road from the woods to the said Harbor. 

011 i11otio11 of Mi·. Ke11t, seco11ded by Mr. Morris, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges~ 

.i\ petition of Inghan1 Sutcliffe, W n1. K. Bro\vn, and others, inhabitants of Port 
de Grave and Bearneed, \vas presented by ~Jr. Bro\vn, and the same was received 
and read, praying for a grant of a sun1 adequate to make a road fron1 the said 
places or harbors to the n1ain road Jeading to lJa·rbor Grace, Brigus and other 
places. 

. . . 

On motion of ~1r. Bro,vn, seconded by l\1 r. Po\ver,\ 

. Or<lerecl,-Tbat the said petition be referred to the con11nittee onJ roads and 
bridges. 

Mr. Nugent fron1 the con1n1ittee appointed yesterday to search the Journals of 
her Majesty's Council to ascertain the proceedings that have been adopted touching 
a n1essage from his l~xcellency the Governor to that honorable Body respecting 
an address to her l\1ajesty adopted by this House at the close of last session, 
reported that they had accordingly \Vaited in the usual form on the Clerk of her 
Majesty's Council, and communicated to him the object of their appointment; but 
that, on the Clerk's referring to the (~ouncil their request, he refused to permit 
the Journals to be exa1nined on the express ground that, "as proceedings had no~ 

Ref erred tb cfomm1ttee 
on roads and bridges 
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arisen on a bill or any other matter that had gone before then1 fi·om th·e Assembly, 
they could not permit the search." 

On~motion of Mr~_Nuge11t, seco11ded by Mr. Ke11t, 

Resolved,-'Ibat a committee of three be appointed to prepa1•e a·n humble ad
dress to her. Majesty the Queen in complaint ·of the said 'refusal of her Majesty's 
Council, and praying her Majesty to suspen~ her Majesty's opinion of any. pro ... 
ceedings that may have passed her Majesty's Council on the subject of the ~ddress 
of the Assembly of the 12th October, 1839, and of,vhich they have ui1constitution
ally refused lo pertnit the Assen1bly to acquire for111al inforn1ation. 

Orde1"ed,-That M-r. Nugent, ... Mr. l(ent and i\1r. \\1 inser do 'for111 lhe said 
·com·mittee. 

Mr. Nugent, fron1 the said committee, reported that they had prep·ared the 
draft of the said address, \vhich he read in his place, and after\ivards delivered -it in 

··at the 'l,lerk's table, ,v.here ·it \Vas again read as follows ·: 

~TO THE QlTEEN'S 1\iOS'i, EXCELLEN~r MAJESTY . . 

'May it please Your Majesty, 

We your Majesty's faithful and Joyal Commons of Newfoundland, in Gerleral 
A'ssernbly convened, n1ost humbly and dutifully· beg leave "to approach you·i· l\la
jesty, and to express our devotion and attachn1ent to your 1\!Iajesty's august perso'n 
and Government. 

'?Ve beg leave to lay at the foot your t\1 ajesty's throne our hun1hl e cornplain·t, 
that having in the last session of the General Assen1bly of Ne\Vfot1ndland, unani
n1ously passed an humble address to your Majesty complaining of the conduct of 
his Excellency I~ enry Ptescott, Governo1:. of Newfoundland, of the conduct of your 
l\1ajesty's Counci1, and of certain othe·r parties in impeding the proceedings, and 
,11eutralizing the ,usefulness of the .. Assen1bly, \vhich address havjng passed the As
sembly on the 12th October, 1839, \'Vas cornmunicatcd to his ~~xcellency the Go
vernor shortly after, for transn1ission to your l\'.lajesty. 

That the __ present session having .. been convened by his ·.Excellency at an unusual 
period, (3d January, 1~40) his J:i~xcellency im1nediately sent down to your l\Ia'-

.jesty's 9ouncil our said address by ~1essage, a co~r~o hitherto :u~precede.nted, and 
it thus becarile necessary that the Assemb1y should have fortnal 1nformat1on of the 
proceedings had thereon, in order to the more effectual vindication of the charac
ter of the Assembly from unjust aspersion. 

lVJay it .please your Majesty, 

The only course that Parliarnentary usage left to the Assembly to pursue ih 
order to acquire this information, \Vas by the appointn1ent of a comrnittee to search 
the Journals of that hono1·able body, and report the proceedings had thereon to 
·this Honse. This course the Assembly have adopted, hut her Majesty's Gouncil 
liave peremptorily refused to pet·1nit that search. 

\Ve beg leave to lay these facts before your I\'.lajesty \Vithout further remark, 
-1~1ost humbly praying your l\iajesty's gracious protection and susten tat ion of the · 
character and independence of the popular branch of the Legislature, the llepre6 

-sentatives of~\1n People of Ne,vfoundland. 
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011 motio11 of ~lr. Nugent, seco11ded by Mr. Wi11ser~ 

Resolved,-That the said address he adopted' and tht two engrossed copies be 
immediately prepared and signed in the original by the Speaker-the one to be 
transmitted through his Excellency the Governor, and the other direct to her Ma
jesty's Government by the Speaker. 

On rnotion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

Resolved,-,.fhat the said address and all the proceedings tipori this subject, be 
printed for the use of the Men1bers 

·~· 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of House in committe~ on 
the \vhole l~ ouse on the consideration of a bill to provide for the making and re- roads and bridges bill 

pairing of roads, streets and bridges in this colony. 

l\Ir. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. \Vinser took the chair of the committee. J 

l\1 r. Speaker resumed the chair. 
. . 

The chairm~n reported from the co1nmittee that they had made sorne progress 
in the business to then1 referred, and \Vas directed to 1nove for leave to sit again. 

brdered,-That the said con1lni'ttee have leave to sit agai11~ 

l\Jr. Nugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, present~d a bill to authorize 
'the Treasurer of this colony to raise on loan a certain sum of money fol· the lna
ki ng and repairing of streets, roads and bridges the.rein, and the sa1ne was read ·a 

first time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved,-That th·e rules of this r~ ouse in refe-rence to the reading; committing 
,and passing of bills, be suRpended, so far as relate to this Bill;. 

Ordered,-That tire said bill be no\v read a second time-. 

A-nd the said bill \Vas read a second tin1e accordingly. 
. 1 

On inotio11 of Mr. Nuge11t, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved .. -That this House \vif1, to-rnorrow, resolve itself inlo a com·rnittee of 
the whole lJ ouse on the consideration of the said bill. 

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

FRIDAY, January 31, 1840~' 

])JR. Speaker laid before the House the copy of n letter he had Written fo the 
..L i>rincipal Secretary of State for the Colonies, and forwa1·d'fld with the.address 1of 

Report 

•\' ,;.~ :~· •• ,"':.~ .... 4 .-• ~---.. 
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the House to her Majesty, adopted yesterday; and he delivered the same in at the 
Clerk's table, 'vhere it was read as follows: 

1-Jouse of Assernbly, 30th Jan. 1840. 
My Lord, 

I have the honor, in compliance with an order of the Assembly passed this day, 
to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying address to her Majesty upon the 
subject of the extraordinary means used by the Council to keep secret their pro
ceedings until the last vessel of the season sails, which is every instant expected, 
as she only awaits a fair wind, 

The ·necessity of promptitude must excuse 1ny not being at present more expla
natory, or from shewing your I~ordship how str<?ngly it is the opinion of the men1-
bers of the Representative Branch of the Legislature as well as of the public out
side doors, that until an extensive change is effected in the Executive Government 
here, it is vain to expect a cordial co-operation for the public good from the three 
branches of the Legislature. I have the honor to remain, rny Lord, 

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, 
11. M. S. Colonies. 

Your Lordshi.p's .most obedient, 
. hunible servant, 

WM. CARSON, 
Speak·er. 

Mr. Speaker also laid before the House a letter from the hon. Mr. Secretary 
Cro\vdy, 'vhich he delivered in at the Clerl{'s table, '\\1here it was read as folio ws: 

Secretary's Office, St. John's, 31st Jan. 1840. 
Sir,-1 am directed by the Governor to ackno,vledge the receipt of your letter 

accompanying an address of the I-louse of Assembly to her l\1ajesty~ which will of 
course be for,varded. 

But the Governor will think it right to inform the Council immediately by mes
sage of that part of the address which speaks of a peremptory refusal on its part 
to permit its Journals to be searched by a committee of the I-louse of Assembly, 
that if there should have been any tnisunderstanding on that head the l'ouncil 
inay have an opportunity of correcting or explaining it. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 

,.Fhe hon. "the Speaker of the 
House of Assernbly. 

JAS. CRO\~VDY. 

Mr. Nugent from the committee appointed to present to his Excellency the Go
vernor an address of the I-louse praying his Excellency to cause to b.e laid before 
the House the estimate for the ensuing year, reported that they had waited on his 
Excellency accordingly, and presented the said address, \Vhen his Excellency was 
pleased to reply as follows : 

Gentlernen,. -. The estirnate for the ensuing, as \veil as \Tarious statements rela 
ting to the current, financial year, are in preparation, and shall be sent down-to 
the l-1 ouse as soon as possible. 

Govern1nent House, 31st January, 1840. 

Mr. Nugent also reported fro1n the committee appointed to \Vait on his Excel-· 
lency with an address of the House passed on the 29th inst. praying that answers 
fi·om the Treasurer of this colony to certain queries be laid before this llouse, that 
they had waited on his Excellency and presented the said address accordingly,. 
when his Excellency 'vas pleased to reply as follows : 
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Gentlemen,-
! will cal I for the inforrnation requested in this address., 
Government House, ~ 

31st Jan., 1840. 5 

·55 

A Petition of R. L·ee \Vhiting, of Harbor Grace; was presented by Mr. Brown,. 
(who stated in his place that he had obtained the consent of his Excellency the 
Governor to present the same,) and the said petition \Vas received and read,--

Praying that the sum of six pounds; the balance due him for hire of a room and 
erecting Hustings for the ~lection in Conc~ption Bay in 1836, on the amount agreed 
for with the Returning Officer, be granted him. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Power, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee of Supply. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the I-louse resolved itself into a con1mittee of 
the whole House on the consideration of a Bill to ·raise a loan for the making and 
'repairing of Roads, Streets, and Bridges, in this Colony~ 

lVJr. Speaker left the chair. 

l\'.lr. \Vinser took the chair of the cornm,ittee<: 

1'fr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone thro\1gh the said 
Bill and had agreed to the same without any amendn1ent 

Ordered,-'fhat the said bill he engrossed a-nd read a -th·ird ti-me <>n 1\tionday 
next. 

Agre~ably to the order of the day, the House _resol~ed itse'lf into a ;committee of 
'the whole House on the furthet conside.ration of the Bill to provide for the making 
and repairing of Streets, lloads, and Bridges, in this colony·. 

Mr. Speaker left the Cha.ir. 
Mr. W inser took the chair of the c<:nnn1ittee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair-. 

The chairman reported from the c_omrnittee lhat t.hey had made scnne p·rogress 
in the business to them r~ferred, and had directed hirn to move fo;r leave to sit 
a gain on the further consideration of the sa1ne. 

Ordered,-That the said -committee have leave to sit again. 

Then the house adjourned until ~Jonday next, at ene of the clock. 

~ONDAY~ February 3, 1840e 

A Messagejrom Hts Excellency the Governor. • 

THE Hon. Mr. Secretary Crowdy being a~mitted within the Bar, aequ~inted 
th·e H_ouse that he had a message fr-0rn his Excellency the Governor, signed 

Ris Excellency's reply 

Petition of'R. Lee 
Whiting 

Ref erred to committ~e 
of supply-

House in committee on 
roads and bridges bill 

• 

Report 

House 'in committee -0u. 
further consideration ot 
<roads and bridg·~s bill 

- ... ; 
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Message from his Ex• . 
cellency. 
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by his Excellency, and he presented the same to the House. He also ]aid before 
the llouse by command of his Excellency, the docurnents and papers following:-

Estimate of the charge of defraying the public expenditure of Ne,vfoundland, in 
the year ending 30th June, 1841. 

Statement of services for \Vhich ·no provision, or an adequate one, 'vas made -in 
the appropriation Bill for the yea·r ending 30th June, 1840. 

~rhe Colle9tor's consolidated account current of receipts and payments for the 
year ending 5th day of January, 1840. 

The Treasurer's account with the colony for the half year ending 1st January, 
1840. 

St.aten1ent of amount in the Treasury, 31st Ja-nuary, l840. 

Accounts from the Treasurer, viz. :-Cape Spear Light House, for the yea1~s 
1839-40-Fort A1nherst, 1839-40-Harbor Grace Light-Salaries-Prosecutions 
-Printing and Stationery-Gaol Expenses-Fuel and Light-Coroners-the 
Poor-Circuit Courts-Incidentals-Vote of (;redit~Special \T ote-_Education
Co'lonial -Building-Road and Bridges interest-Road and Bridge Loans-Out
standing Votes-Light Houses-\\7 olves~In1perial and Colonial Revenue-Li
cence Fund-Fines and excess of 11"'ees. 

Expenses attending the Registration of voters for the District of Saint John's in 
1'839. 

Copy of a letter from the Colonial 1'reast1rer in reply to certain queries of the 
~louse of Assembly, relative to Williatn Vokey, dated -31st January, 1840.-(For 
tho foregoing see Appendix.] 

And then the Messenger withdre\v. 

The said lVIcssage \Vas then read by Mr. Speaker, as follo\VS :~ 

H. PllESCOTT,-=--

The Governor transmits to the I-louse of As~cmbJy, Ilospital charge, distinct 
from those for Lunatics, provided for by the last appropriation act. 

'fhese charges ate fo·r paupe1· patients admitted into the Hospital by direction of 
J-, . the Comtnissioners for the relief of the poor, under £\ct 2d Vic. cap. IO, and re

maining therein at the thne the functions of those Commissioners ceased. 

Referred to committee 
'of supply , ways & means 
and audit 

For pauper patients admitted under previ<)US authority, and for some extreme 
, cases which compelled his Excellency to direct i1nmediate admission, with 'vhich 

cases the Hou-se was at the time made acquainted. 

Government House, ~ 
3d February, 1840. 5 

The accounts accon1panying the said 1nessage and other docurnents 'vere read 
by the Clerk. 

011 motion of Mr. Nug,e11t, seconded by Mr. Brown, 

Ordei·ed,-That the said Message with the accounts accompanying it, and the 
said Estin1ate and Staterr1ent be referred to the committee of supply, the Collect
ors account current to the committee of ways aud means, and the Treasurer's ac-
-count to the committee of audit, and the other docurnents do lie on the table. 



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 

On motion of i\1r. Winser, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,-That the said Estimate be printed for the use of the ~{embers. 

1\ petition of Luke Madden, Patrick Burton, and others, inhabitants of Petty 
Harbor, Maddox Cove, Black Head, and Freshwater, was presented by Mr. Kent, 
and the same \Vas received and read,-

. . 
Praying the House to make provision for opening and rnaking a road betweert 

Petty Harbor and Black Head. 
I • 

On motion of Mr. Kent, seco11ded by lVIr. Nugent, 

. 01·dered,-That the said petition be referred to the Comn1ittee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, an engrossed Bill to ra~se a loan for the ma
king and repairing of Roads, Streets, and Bridges in this colony, was read a third 
time. 

'".. 

On motio11 of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr·~ Winser, 

Resolved,-That the said Bill do pass, and that the title be -" an A ct to au tho ... 
rize the Treasurer of the Colon.y to raise on loan a surn not exceeding thirteen 
thousand five hundred pounds for the purpose of n1aking and repairing Streets, 
!loads, and Bridge~, therein.'' 

Otlfered,-That l\Ir. Nugent and ;\1r. \Vinset do carry the said Bill up to her 
Majesty's Council, and desire their concurrenceo 

Pursuant to the order of the day the House resolved itself into a committee of 
·the \vhole I J ouse on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the making 
and repairing of Streets, Roads, and Bridges, in this colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the l 1hair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair oft.he con1n1ittee. 

1\1 r. Speaker resumed the chair . 

Petition of L·· Madden 
and others 

Ref erred to com mi tty 
on roads and bridges 

toan bill read 3d time 

. . 
Passed...:.. 
Title 

Sent to Council 

House in committee on 
further consideration f 
iroads and bridges bill 

. The chairman reported from the comn1ittee •that they thad made so1ne prog'ress Report 

·in the business to them referred, and. had directed hirn to move for leave to sit 
·again on the further consideration of ·the satne. 

Ordered,-That the said con1m"ittee have leave to sit again-. 

~hen the house adjourned until to-morrow at one of the ·clock·o 

'l.,UESD.t\ Y~ February 4, I840e 

A. l)etition of John Jacobs, George D. Garland, and. others, inhabitants of Port 
~ de Grave and Bareneed, was presented by Mr. Brown, and the same was re
ceived and read,-

Petition of J. Ja~obs & 
others 
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Praying for a grant of such a su1n of money for the improvement of the l~oa<l 
from Port de -Grave to Northern River as to the House may seem meet. 

Qn motion of Mr. Brown, seco11ded by M-r. Power, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges. 

~Pursuant to the order of the day, the Honse resolved itself into a comn1ittee of 
the \Vhole House on the further consideration of a Bill to provide for the rr1aking 
and repairing of Streets, Roads, a.nd Bridges, jn this Colony. 

l\'J r. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the corn1nittee . 

. l\fr. ~peaker resurned the chair. 

,.fhe chairman reported from the committee that they had 1nade sorric progress 
in the business to then1 referred, and had directed him to move for leave·-to sit again, 
on the further consideration of the same. 

Ordered,-l"'hat the said con1n1ittee have leave to sit again. 

Mr. Brown gave notice that to-morro\V he should ruove that out of the sum of 
six thousand and ninety six pounds, to be appropriated by the St. John's ·Con1mis
sioners of Roads and Bridges, the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds 'be ex

··pended on the i\'Jain Road leading from Topsail to l-f olyrood . 

Then the House adjourned until lo·morro\v at one of the clock. 

I 

'WEDNESDAY, ·February 5, 1840. 

MR. Winser moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Nngerit, 

Resolved,-l"hat a comrnittee be appointed to prepare· an address to his ·Excel

lency the -Governor, praying his Excellency to cause to be laid before this Ifouse 

a copy of the bond.entered into by the Treasurer with the Colony, together with 

the names of the persons, his sureties, and the an1ount of the respective recogni-

·zances for the fulfihnent of the condition of the said bond ; and continued in the 

year of 1839, and also in the present _year. 

Ordered,-·l,hat Mr. \\linser, Mr. Nugent, and ~Jr. 1\1orris, do forn1 such com
mittee . 

. Mr. Winser from the said committee, reported that they had prepared the draft 
of the said address, which he read in his place, and after,vards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table, where it \vas again read as follo,;vs :-

' 
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To His Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq. 
Companion of tlte .Llfost Honorable 
JJfilitary Order of the Ba tit, Governor 
and Commande1·-in-C hief in and ove1' 
ilte ·Island of Newfoztndland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~·c. 

I\iJay it please your Excellency,-

l"he Jlouse of Asse1n·bly respectfally request that yoar Excellency wilI be 
pleased to cause to be laid before the I-louse a copy of the bond entered into by 
the Treasurer \Vith the Colony, together "vith the name of the persons liable as 
his sureties, and the amount of the respective recognizances for the fulfilment of 
the conditions of this Bond, and continued in the- year of 1839, and also in the pre
sent year. 

Resolvell,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

0111dered,-That Mr. Winser and Mr. Nugent be a comrnittee to present the 
same to his Excellency. 

rfhe order of the day that out of the sum of six thousand and ninety-six pounds 
to be appropriated by the St. John's G otnmissioners of roads and bridges, the sum 
of one thou~and five .hundred pounds be expended on the inain road leading from 
Topsail to flolyrood, being read. 

Nloved by l\1r. Kent, seconded by iVJ r. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said order of the day be discharged. 

A petition of \'7alter Grieve, John Cusack and 230 others, ship-o\vners, ship-
1uasters, fishermen and inhabitants of Newfoundland, \Vas presented by }fr. ~1or
r1s, and the same \Vas recei vcd and read, setting forth-

That the Governrnents of l~rance and An1erica grant large Bounties and other 
encouragements to their respective subject8, to induce thern to prosecute the fish
eries on the Banks and near the coast of N cwfoundland. 

,.rbat the best stations for cnrrying on the fisheries in, and the most convenient 
parts of the Island for making and curing fish, have been given up to them, to the 
:alfncst tntal ruin of the British fisheries, and in consequence of this competition, 
the British fisheries are daily falling into decay .. in the Bank fishery, not more 
than four or five vessels are ernployed by British subjects, 'vhile the Americans 
and French employ six or seven hundred. 

The only fishery left t9 British subjects on the coast of l\" e\vfoundland, is the 
SClal fishery, 'vhich \Vould also be supersed~d by Foreigners \Vere it not secured to 
them by their rnore f:1.vourahle position~ That the seal fishery only gives en1ploy· 
n1ent for about two months, and inany nf the vessels ernployed in it are laid up 
fi>r the remainder of the year. 

'l'hat rnany of those vessels are well calcallated to prosecute the \Vhale fishery 
on the coast of Newfoundland, 

That the whale fishery is now cartied on by A1nericans anil others to a consi
derable extent, and to great advantage on the coast. 

rrhat until there Would be sorne experience gained in the fishery it \VOU}d be ne
cessary to give some encouragement in the form of a bounty. 

Petitioners therofore pray that the House \Yill adopt such means fo1· the encau-

Address to his Excel
lency 

Adopted .. 

. ·-;.. 

Petition of W. Grieve 
and others 

I • 
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ragen1ent of the whale fishery on the coast of Ne,vfoundland, as they nlay in their 
\visdom deem meet. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. lVloore, 

Resolved,-That the said petition be referred to a select con1mittce of fi\~e to 
·report to the House thereon. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Morris, Mr. Moore, Mr. Nugent, 1\1·r. Kent, and l\1i· 
.Butler do forn1 the said committee. 

House in committee on Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 0£ 
roads and bridges bill ·the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the making 

Report 

House in committee on 
further consideration ot 
roads and bridg·es bill 

and repairing of roads, streets and bridges in this colony. 

l\'Ir. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

l\tlr. Speaker resumed the chair-. 

The chairmq_n reported from the committee that they had n1ade some progress 
in the business to then1 referred, and was directed to move for leave to sit again. 

Ordered,-That the said con11nittee have leave to sit again. 

Then the House adjourned until to-morrow at one of tho clock. 

THURSDAY, Febi·uary 6, 1840. 

ON motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by !\Jr. Moore, 

Resolved,-That Mr. W inser as chairman of the comn1ittee of the whole lJ ouse 
on a bill to provide for the making and repairing of roads and bridges in this colony·, 
have leave to amend his report of the proceedings of the said co1nmittee on 1,uesday 
last,_ by adding the names of the members who voted on a division on the motion. 
of Mr. Morris, that throe hundred pounds be granted for the roads and · streets of 
·Brigus, .. the votes being as follow : 

For the n1otion. 

iVJ r. Morris 
.. Nugent 
.. Kent 
. • Doyle 
. . Moore. 

Against the motion. 

The I-Jon. theSpeaker 
Mr. Brown 
... Dwyer. 

Putsuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a con1n1ittee of 
the "vhole House on the further consideration of a Bill to provide for the making 
and repairing of Streets, Roads, and Bridges, in this Colony. 
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Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the making 
and repairing of roads, streets and bridges in this colony~ 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. 'Vinser took the chair of the committeeo 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 
. . 

The chairrnan reported from the com111ittee that they had gone through the 
said bill, and had made some amendments therein, \Vh!ch they had directed him to 
report to the House, and he delivered the bill with the amendments in at the 
C1Jerk's table. 

And the said amendrnents having been read throug.hout a first and sflcond time, 
were, upon the question severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

. . 
Resolved,-~rhat the said bill as a1nended be engrossed and read a third time 

on l\11onday next. 

Then the house adjourned untii to-morrow at one of the clock·. 

FRIDAY, FebrLtary 7, 1840. 

J)f R. Kent gave notice that on Monday next l:e would move for ]eave to bring 
...l in a bill to continue an act passed in the 5th year of his late l\Aajesty for 
co1nbining the office of Clerk of the Central Circuit Court, with the office of Clerk 
of the Supre1ne Court, and to make provision for the officer discharging the du
ties of the said offices. 

Then the House adjourned until Monday next, at one of the clock. 

MoNDA v, February IO, 1840; 

MR. Winser from the committee appointed to present to hiH Excel-
lency the Gover11or a11 address of the House adopted on the 5th inst. 

prayi11g that his Excellency wol1ld cause to be laid before the House a co
py of the bond of the Treasurer entered into with the colony, &f'., reported that 
they had \vaited 011 his Excellency, and presented t\1e s~id address 
accordingly, whe11 11is Excellency was pleased to reply as fellows:-

Gentlemen,-
, 

' , ... 

This shall be supplied. 
•• 

House in committee on 
further consideration ot 
roads and bridges bill 

.R:epoft · 

, 
;;, 

. ~ . 

.. .. 
.. \.:; ·: . 

' :w: • 
I 

' 

.... - -- .. ~ 

Notice of Bill to con ... 
tinue act 5th W. 4 • 

Report of committee ap 
pointed to present ad .. 
dress to his Excellencv • 

. i 
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Biil to continue act 5th 
'V. 4. read I st time. 

Petition of T · Hogan 
& others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition of S. Parsons 
and others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition of J. Hudson 
and others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition of T. Chancey 
and others. 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition of R. Goff & 
others. 

• ,,. l. - - . 
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. 
Mr. Kent, pursuant to notice and leave had, presented a bill to continue an act 

for combining the office of Clerk of the Central Circuit Coul't with . the office of 
G lerk of the Supreme Court of this Island, and to make provision for the officer 
discharging the duties of the said offices, and the sarne \Vas read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time on W cdnesday next. 

Ii. petition of Timothy Hogan, John Harding and others .. inhabitants of St. 
JC>hn's, \Vas presented by Mr. Morris, and the same was receivedand read, praying 
for a grant of such a sum as will enable the road commissioners to co1nplete during 
the next sun1mer the road leading from Fort To\vnshend to Ne\V To\Yn. 

J 

On 111otion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

()_rdered,-l~hat the said petition be referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of Stephen Parsons, William Kennedy and others, inhabitants of 
Bears Cove, ( l:larbor G1·ace,) was also presented by Mr. 1\ilorris, and the same 
was received and read, praying for a grant of a sufficient sum for making about 
half a mile of road between Bears Cove Brook and Het·ald's Lane. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. l(e11t, 

Ordered, . . That the said petition be referred to the con1mittee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

A petition of John HudsQn, 1-lenry Moors and others, inhabitants of Broad Cove, 
l\1ulleys Cove, Black l-Jead and Adams Cove, was presented by Mr. Brown, and the 
same \Vas received and read, praying for a grant of money to be placed at the 
disposal of the commissioners for the purpose of building Bridges over both the 
brooks in Broad Cove an<l the Black Head River. 

On motion of ~1r. Bro\vn, seconded by i\1r. M'Carthy, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the conunittee on roads and 
bridges. 

A Petition of Thomas Chancey, John \\l alsh and others, inhabitants of Carbo
near, was presented by Mr. M'Carthy, and the san1e \V~s received and read, pray
ing for a grant of an adequate sum to make three miles of road in a 'vcsterly di
rection from Carbonear into the country towards Island Pond. 

On motion of ~1r. Mc'Carthy, seconded by lVJ r. Po\ver, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the con1n1ittce on roads and· 
bridges. 

A petition of Richard N. Goff, Henry J. Furneaux and others, Merchants, house
holders, and others, of St. John's, was presented by ~Jr. Morris, (who stated in his 
place that he had obtained the consent of his Excellency the Governor to present 
the same) and the said petition was received and read, setting forth,-

-
· . r.i~bat the services rendered by the Pilots out of tHe port of St. John's, to the 
trade of the Island, in boarding and piloting foreign and coasting vessels, have been 
of the greatest importance. 

That in the prosecution of their arduous avocations, the pilots experience great 
hardship and peril, and that on the safety of their lives the protection of the lives 
and property of others materiaJJy depend. 
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That were the pilots provided with a decked craft of about 50 tons burthen, to 
enable them with the assis!ance of their sn1all boats to board vessels in the .oijing 
in the fall of the year when the greatest dangers are to be encountered, much ge-
neral benefi\ would be conferred. ,, . ~ . Ji . ,~ 1 • p .. 

And petitioners therefore pray that the House will be pleased to grant a sum of 
rnoney for the purpose of purchasing a vessel of the above description for the use 
of the pilots, the ne~essity of \vhich can only be equalled by the great advantages 
to be derived therefrom. , . T 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Ken·t, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee of s·upply. 

A petition of John Trickett, Henry Gill, and others, inhabitants of Salmon Cove, 
on the North Shore of Conception Bay, was presented by Mr. McCarthy, and the 
same \Vas received and read,-

Praying for a grant of a sun1 sufficient to build a bridge over Salmon Cove Ri
ver, the present bridge being in a state of decay, and quite unsafe for passengers. 

On rnotion of Mr. ~1cCarthy, seconded ·by Mr. Po\ver, 

Ordered,-That the said ·petition he referred to the com1n.ittee on Roads and 
-Bridges. 

A MessageJrom His Excellency the :Governor·. 

'I'he Hon. lVJr. Secretary Crol\rdy, being admitted \vithin the Bar, p·resented 
to the l~ouse a message fi·om his Excellency the Governor, signed 'by his Ex
cellency. 

He also laid before the l louse by cotntnand of his Excellency, the follo\ving do
cu1nents,-viz, :-

Copy of .. rreasurer's Bond, 'vi th names of his sureties, a·nd a1nount for \Vhich they 
are respectively bound.-[See Appendix.] 

A petition of Robert Bayly, Cler.k of the Peace for t.he district of rrrinity, to his 
Excellency the Governor, setting forth, that the sum of £20 7 0 is due to Peti
tioner from the Government of this Colony, for fees of the said office, bet\veen the 
first of October, 1838, and the 30th June, 1839 ; and praying his Excellency to 
recornmend his said claim to the notice of the House, and that the same n1ay be 
granted him. , . 

Petition of John Canning, clerk in t.he Colonial Departme·nt of her Majesty's 
(;usto1ns,--I)raying for an increase of salary. . . .. . . 

. And then the Messenger withdre\v. 

'fhe said i.\1essage was then read by Mr. Speaker, as follo\VS ::--

H. PRESCOTT,--

The Governor informs the House of Assen1bly that in conformity with his inten
tion, communicated to the Speaker by the Colonial Secretary on the 31st ultimo, 
he imrnediately brought under the observation of the Council that part of the ad
dress to her Majesty adopted by the House the previous day, \vhich states the 

. - ' 

t 

Ref erred to committee 
of supply 

Petition of J . Trickett 
and others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Message from his Ex=
cellency. 
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Council to have peremptorily refused to pern1it its Journals to be:searched by a 
comrnittee ofthe House. 

His Excellency has now the satisfaction of transmitting the copy of an address 
which he has received from the Council, and which appears to him well calculated 
to prevent any future misunderstanding on this subject. 

Government House, ~ 
10th Feb., 1840. } 

The address accompanying the said Message was then read by the Clerk, as 
folJO\VS :-

• 

To His Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
Companion of the .i.Host Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and CommandeJ·-in-C hief in and over 
tlte Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please your Excellency,-

We her Majesty's dutifui and loyal subjects the Council of Newfoundland, beg 
to thank your Excellency for your Message of the 31S't January, accotnpanied by 
an extract of an address from the House of Assembly to the Crown. 

Your Excellency having been pleased to call our attention to the extract, \Ve 

conceive it due to your Excellency to give a short statement of facts in reference 
to this matter. 

On the 29th January, a doubt was expressed by a Member of the Council as to 
the propriety of allowing our Journals to be searched by the House~of LAsserr1bly, 
for inforrnation respecting proceedings which had no connexion with business 
jointly entertained by the t\vo branches, and which we were at the time discussing 
with closed doors.-'f his doubt having arisen, it was therefore agreed that atrour 
next meeting the subject should be. discussed and determined.-This was accord
ingly done, and the result \Vas a determination on the part of the Council to allo\v 
of this search on every occasion \vhen desired by the House of Assembly, provided 
the subject matter on 'vhich inforn1ation be sought by that House, shall not at the 
time be under discussion. 

Council Chamber, ~ 
7th February, 1840. 5 

(Signed) 

01~dered,-That the said documents do lie upon the table. 

Mr. Morris, from the committee appointed to prepare a bill to regulate the dis
posal of Crown Lands in this colony, reported that they had prepared the draft of 
a bill for that purpose accordingly, which he presented to the House, and the same 
was received and read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Winser, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-'fhat the said bill be printed for the use of the men1bers . 
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Pursuant to the order of the day, an engrossed bill for the making and repairing Road bill read 3d t,me 

of roads, streets, and bridges in this colony, was read a third time. 

On inotio11 of Mr. Morris, seco11ded by l\'Ir. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said Bill do pass; and that the title be "an Act for grant· 
ing to her ~1ajesty a supply of money for the making and repairing of roads, streets 
and b'ridges in this colony, and to regulate the expenditure of the same.'' 

, 

Ordered,-That l\lr. Morris and Mr. Nugent do carry the said Bill up to her 
Majesty's Council, and desire their concurrence. . 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he would move for the appointment of 
a committee to prepare an address to his Excellency the Governor, on the subject 
of his Excellency's message of this day, accompanying an address of her Majesty's 
(~ouncil, in explanation of the refusal of the Council to permit their Journals to 
be searched by the fJouse of Assembly. 

Then the House adjourned until to-morro,v, at one of the clock. 

/ 

'l,uEs DAY, February l l, 1840. 

M_ R. Speaker laid before the House a letter from the hon. Mr. Secretary Crow
l dy, transmitting by direction of his Excellency the Governor, a Petition of 
Messrs. Findlater & Co. with the account referred to in the said petition. 

The said petition \\i·as read by the Clerk,-

Praying that the sum of £7 12s. 4d. due petitioners for medicine, supplied and 
furnished paupers and others in the 1-J.ospital as set forth in the said account, may 
he granted them. 

Ordered,-That ·the said letter and petition do lie upon the table. 
,, 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to regulate the di~posal of crown lands in 
this colony \Vas read a second time. _ 

On motion of Mr. Morris, s~conded by Mr. Nugent, 

Passed
Title 

Sent to Council 

Notice of address to his 
Excellency. 

Letter fron1 hon. Mr. 
Secretary Crowdy 

To lie on the Table 

Crown Land bill read 
2d time. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be cornmitted to a committee of the \l'hole House. To be committed 

Resolved,-That this House will, on Tuesday nex~, resolve itself into a commit
. tee of the whole House on the consideration of the said bill. 

Mr. Nugent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Resolved,-That a com1nittee be appointed to prepare an address to his Excel
lency the Governo.r, on the subj~ct .of his Exce.llency's n1essage accompanying an 
address of her Majesty's Council, 1n explanation of the refusal of the Council to 
permit their Journals to be searched by the House of Assen1bly . 

... 

Resolution for Commit. · 
tee to prepare addres~ 
to his Excellencv . .. 
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01·dered,-/rhat Mr. Nugent, Mr. Winser, and NJr. Moore, do forn1 such co1n
n1ittee. 

l\'Ir .. Nugent from the said con1mittee reported that they had prepared the draft 
of the said address, which he read in his place, and after\vards delivered it in at tho 
Clerk's table, 'vhere it \Yas ngain rea<l as follows:-

To His Excellency Henry P'rescott, Esq., 
Cornpanion of the .Llfost Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
arid Com1nander-in-C hief in and ove1~ 
ilte Island of Newfoundland a.nd its 
Dependencies, '5-c. ~c . 

. l\'Jay it please your Excellency,- .. 

The House of ;-\ssembly beg leave to thank. your Excellei1cy for your Excellen
cy's rnessage of the 10th inst., communicating an address of the honourable the 
Council in explan<l:tion of their refusal to permit a search in their Journals by a 
committee of this House, for the proceedings had by that honourable body on an 
address of this House of the 12th October, 1839, to her Majesty, transmitted to 
then1 in the present Session by message from your Excellency. 

\Vi th reference to this address, the House of Assen1bly consider ·it of in1portance 
to n1ake a fe\V observations to your Excellency, particularly as fron1 the tenor of 
your Excellency's n1essage your Excellency would appear not to disapprove of the 
conduct pursued by her 1\'Jajesty's Council on this occasion. 

In all their proceedings the I-louse of L\sserr1bly have al\vays courted publicity. 
Their addresses are adopted in presence of the public, and not content vvith this 
they have t\vo public ne\vspapets en1ployed, in one of vvhich the minutes of the 
proceedings are inserted froin their Journals ; and in the second 'the Debates, l~e
ports, Addresses, &c., are published by order of the House; and the address of last 
October, alluded to above, \Vas also printed by order of the 1-:louse, in pamphlet 
forn1, for the convenience of circulation. 

']"\hat your Excellency deemed it necessary to have the address for1nally laid 
before the Council under such circumstances the !i.ssembly do not con1plain ; but 
\Ve r.egret that at a season \Vhen the navigation v1as daily expected to close, and 
con1munication with England to be interrupted, no intimation of that proceeding 
should have been made to the 1\ssembly, and that it should be Jeft to the1n to col
lect fron1 vague run1or information which to then1 \Vas essential, and which they 
should have expected from the most authentic source. 

By such 1neans had we been left to learn that the C<}uncil had actually been en
gaged fo1· several weeks in deliberation "1vitli closed doors" upon this subject, 
when, on the 29th January, it \Vas bruited ab-road. that an addre~s to her Majesty 
had been adopted hy that body defatnatory of this House, upon which the con1n1it
tee heforen1entioned \Vas appointed to search their Journals in the usual Parlia
rnentary \vay, in order that the Assembly rnight, if possible, have an opportunity 
of reply before the last vessels, which then were ready for sea, and only \Vaited a, 
change of v1ind to set sail, should depart for Britain . 

... rhe application of this comn1itt~e to search the Journals of the Council vvas not 
made, as \Vould appear insinuated in the explanatory address of her Majesty's 
Council to your Excellency, that such search should take place during the actual 
discussion or even Session of the Council. The application was to.~search after 
the rising of the (.~hamber, and after that rising 'vas it intimated that leave would 
not he grante<l.-But, further, the application '1Vas repealed on 'Thursday the 30th, 
and on that day '\Vhe.n the Council was not at all sitting 'vas the refusal iterated.- · 
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The 11ouse of Assen1bly n1ust therefore continue to think, as they then did, that 
the object of the Council in thus refusing a right that is inherent in every British 
Su~ject, but particularly in the collective commons of the country-the right of ex
amining public records-could only have been dictated by a desire toshroud their 
proceedings on that subject with an undue and i1nproper secrecy, until all opportu
nity of cornmunicating \Vi th her 1"1ajesty's Government should be shut out for the 
season. 

If further proof of this \Vere were wanted, may it please your Excellency, is it 
not furnished abundantly in the subsequent conduct of the Council 1 If secrecy 
for a particular tirne were not the object, why defer until the 7th February com-
1nunicating to your Excellency that decision on the su~ject of the right of search 
'vhich they themselves state in their address, they had mape on Friday the 31st 
January, for on that day \Vas their " next 11ieeting" after the 29th 1 Why, \vhen 
they decided on the subject three da,ys before the vessels sailed, \Vait to commu
uicate that intelligence until several days after their departure? 

The House of Assembly beg lf\ave under these circumstances most respectfully 
to enter their solemn protest against the \Vhole proceeding ·as unparliamentary and 
undignified, and if the Council niean to signify by the observation at the close of 
their address, that it is their intention to limit the right of the Assernbly to search 
the journals of the Legislative Council for proceedings on any subject before that 
body, \v!:ether the satne shall or not have originated in the Assembly, or to hold 
that such right shall not be acceded at all reasonable times, or when they are not 
actually sitting, or at every stage of such proceedings, the House of Assembly 
rnust al so beg l,ea ve to say that such a dictum is inconsistent \Vi th Parliamentary 
and constitutional Ja,v, and its expression a further infraction of the .rights and 
privileges of the Assen1bly. 

llesolued .. -"rhat the said Gddress be adopted and ellgrosscd, and that a con1mit- Adoptcd.

t2c he appointed to present the sarne to his Excellency. 

Ortle1·cd,-That ~1r. Nugent and i\1r. \\7inser do forn1 s11ch cotnmittee. 

.r~Ir. I\.ent gave notice that tc-morrow he \vould move that a select committee 
be appointed to meet a select co1nrnittee of her l\'.lajesty's Council to take into 
consideration the best 1neans of promoting comn1unication by steam between 
Great l~ritain and this country. 

l\'lr. ~']orris gave notice that to-t11orro\v he \vould move for ]eave to bring in a 
hill to amend an act passed in the 3<l session of the General Assembly of Ne\V
foundland, entit Jed " An act for the more speedy abatement of nuisances," and to 
1nakc provision to prevent s\vine fi .. 01n running at large. 

rrhcn the l-:lousc adjourned until lo-1norrow at one of the clock. 
' 

\tVEDNESDA Y, Feb11.L1ary 12, 1840. 

Notice for committee oh 
steam navigation bill 

Notice of bill to amend 
nuisance act 

Itf H: · Mor!·i~ gave notice that to-morrow he would move for leave to bring Notice of fishery bill, 
1n a. bill to provide for tl1e better conducting of the fisheries of this 

colo11y, a11d to regulate the l)ayme11t of current supplies and servants' 
"vag .. es. 

J 



Bill to repeal I Oth sec. 
Nuisance act read first 
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Bill to continue act 5th 
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Mr. ~orris, pursuant to notice ai1d leave granted, presented a bill to re-
peal the tenth section of an act passed in the 3d session of the Ge11eral, 
Assembly of Newfoundland ''entitled an act for the morespeedyabateme11t 
of nuisa11ces," and to make provision to prevent S\vine from runni11g at 
large, and the same was read a '(irst ti1ne. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to continue an act for combining the 
office of Clerk of the Central Circuit Court, with the office of Clerk of the Supreme 
Court of this Island, and. to make provision for the officer discharging the du
ties of the said offices, was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved,-Tha.t this House will to-morrow, resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the consideration of the said bill. 

Mr. Kent moYed, pursuant to notice. seconded by l\Jr. Morris, 

Select committee on Resolved,-That a select comn1ittee be appointed to meet a select committee of 
steam navigation her Majesty's Council to consider the best means of promoting communication by 

steam between Great Britain and this country. 

. . . 

'· . 

.. . 

Peti'ti-an of F. M 'Car.-a 
thy and others. 

Otdered,-That Mr. Kent, Mr. Morris, and 1\11·. Nugent do form the said 
com1nittee. 

On 1notion of Mr. Ke11t, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved,-That a message be sent to her Majesty's Council acquainting them 
of the appointment by this House of a select committee of three to meet a select 
coinmittee of their hon. Body in order the better to consider the most eff~ctual 
tneans of promoting steam navigation between Great Britain and this country. 

Ordered,-T~at Mr. Kent and Mr. Morris do carry the said message to her 
Majesty's CounciJ. 

·Then the house adjourned until to-morro\V at one of the clock . 

'TuuRsDAY, February 13, 1840. 

A P:etition of Felix M'Carthy, Robert Ayles and otherg, inhabitants of Carho- -
near, was presented by Mr. M·Garthy, and the same was received and read, pray
ing the House to pass the bill for the. making and repairing of roads, and to provide 
therein for certain improvements and repairing the roads and streets in the town 
of Carbonear-. 

On motion of l\1r. M'Carthy, seconded by Mr. Brown, 

9rdered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. . 

I 
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A petition of Daniel Scott, Jno. Coady and others, inhabitants of the river-head 
of 1-Jarbor Grace, was also presented by Mr. l\'1'Carthy, and the same was receiv
ed and read, praying for a grant of such a sum as will make a mile of road from 
Cooper's Corner, and another mile frorn the national school to extend towards the 
farms in the direction that the paths called '' Coopers" and " Fishermans" respec
tively no\V lead. 

On motion of Mr· 1".1-'Carthy, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

Petition of D. Scott 
and"others. • 

f.-·-1.,.•. 
~: • !'\ • 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the con1rnittee on roads and Referred to committee 
bridges. on roads and bridges 

Mr. 'Vinser gave notice that to-morro\v, he would move that a con1mittee be 
appointed to prepare an address to his Excellency the Governor respectfully re
questing his Excellency '\YouJ<l cause to be laid before this House an account of 
all the duties received at the l'1ustom House under Imperial acts for the last three 
years ending the 5th January, 1840, distinguishing the duties recei\"ed in each year 
under each particular act, and the separat~ articles u11der such act. 

Notice for Commit .. 
tee to prepare address 
to his Excellency 

Mr. l\1Iorris, pur~nant to notice ar.d leave granted, presented a bill to provide 
for the helter regulation of the fisheries in this colony, and the same \Vas read a Fisherybillreadlsttime 

first ti n1e. -

..... . 
Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time to-morro\v. 

On motion of Mr. W inser, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

. 
Resolved,-That 200 copies of the said hHI be printed for the use of the 

in embers-. 

Pursua11t to the order of the day; a bill to repeal the tenth sectio11 of a11 
act passed in tl1e 3d session of the Ge11eral Asse111bly of Ne"vfoundla11d, 
'"entitled an act for the more speedy abatement of nuisa11ces," and to make 
provision to preve11t s\vine from running at large, \Vas read a seco11d 
time. 

On inotio11 of Mr. l\1orris, seco11ded by Mr. Nugent, 

Ordered,-That the said bill be co1nmitted to a committee of the \vhole House. 

Resolved,-That this House will to-morrow, resolve itself into a committee of 
the '.vhole House on the consideration of the said bi IL 

~Ir. Morris gave notice that to-morrow he should move that the rules of the 
House so far as relate to the reading and passing of the said bill, be suspended-

. ....... ., 
· .. -·'-'- jJ 

Bill to repeal I 0th sec .. 
nuisance act read second 
time. 

I 
4 • ~--

I 
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' . ' .A 

Then the House adjourned until to-:morrow at one of the clock. 

FRIDAY, February 14, 1840~ 

Fisherybillread2dtime puRSUANT to the order of the day, a bill to provide for the better re
gulation .of the fisheries in this colony, was read a second time. . 

Committee to prepare 
address to his Excellen . 
ey .. 

Address. 

Adopted. 

... 

Committee. 

House in committee on 
Bill to repeal 1 Oth sec. 
Nuisance act 

0n motion of Mr. Morris, ·seco11ded by Mr. Nugent, 

Ordered-That the said hill be ·committed to a committee of the "vhole House. 

-Resolved,-That this House \viii, on Wednesday next, resolve itself into a 
·committee of the whole House on the consideration of the said bill. 

Mr. Winser moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. M'Carthy, 
I 

t!lesolved,-That a committee be appointed to prep~re an address to his Excel
lency the Governor, respectfully requesting that his Excellency would cause to be 
laid before this House a staten1ent of the revenue collected under acts of the Im
perial Parliament for the last three years ending the 5th January 1840, stating 
·the articles paying duty unde1· each act in each separate year~ 

10rdered,-That Mr. \Vinser, Mr. M·Carthy and Mr. Nugent do form such 
committee. 

' 

Mr. ''Vinser, fi·om the said committee, reported that they had prepared the said 
address, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
.table, \vhere .it -\Vas again read as .follo\vs : 

'To His Excellency Henry P1·escott, Esq., 
Companion of the .Ltlost Honorable 
Military Order of the Bat It, Governor 
and Commandei·-in-C hief in, and over 
tlte Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please your .Excellency,-

The 1-Jouse of Assembly request that your Excellency \ViJI he pleased to cause 
'to be laid before this House a statement of the Revenue collected under acts of 
the Imperial Parlia1nent for this colony during the last three years ending the 
5th January, 1840, stating the articles paying duty, under each act in each year 
separately. 

Resol1;ed,-Tbat the said address be adopted and engrossed, and that a commit
tee be appointed to pr·esent the same to his Excellency . 

Ordered,-That Mr. Winser and Nugent Mr.do form such committee. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole House on the consideration of a bill to repeal the 10th section of an 
act for the more speedy abatement of nuisances, and to make provision to pre-
· vent swine from running at large. 

' 

' 
IJ • 

" q 
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Mr. Speaker left the ·Chair. 

Mr. Kent took the chair _of the comn1ittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

71 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the 
said bi11, and had agreed to the same without any amendment. 

Mr. Morris moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the rules of the House in reference to the reading and passing 
of the said bill, be suspended 

Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time presently. 

Pursuant to order, the said engrossed bill was read a third time. 

On inotion of Mr. Morris, seconded.by Mr. '.· Kent, 

Resolved,-That the said Bill do pass, and that the title be "an Act to repeal 
the tenth section of an Act passed in the third Session of the General Assepibly of 
Ne,vfoundland, entitled "an Act for the 1nore speedy abatement of nuisances, 
and to make provision to prevent s\vine from running at large." 

Ordered,-That Mr. ~orris and Mr. l{ent do carry the said Bill up to 'her 
Majesty's Council, and desire their concurrence. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice· that on Monday next he should move an address to his 
Excellency the Governor, praying his Excellency ·to cause to he laid before this 
House, a return of all fines and penalties levied for and during the year ending the 

· 30th June, 1839, and a sirnilar return up to the 12th instant, particularizing the 
Court or Justice by whom imposed, the statute under which levied, the name of the 

· person fined, and also the offence. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S C«)UNCIL. 

'];he Master~in-Cl1ancery brot1ght down from her ·Majesty's Co11ncil the 
follo\ving vvritten Message;-

JJJ.1~. Speltker, 

IJer Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly, that with reference to 
their Message of the 12th inst., transmitting ·a resolution of that House on the sub
ject of steam cornmunication bet\veen this Country and Great Britain, they have 
appointed a comlnittee to meet the committee of the Assembly in the Council's 
.committee room to-morro'v (Saturday,) at twelve o'clock. 

JAMES SI~ MS~ 
Senior Member presiding. 

Council Chamber, ~ 
14th Feb., "1840.. ~ 

:~nd then .the Messenger \Vithdrew. 

Mr. Winser, pur~uant to notice and .}eave granteCJ, presented a bill .. to ·repeal 'in 
part an Act pa~sed 1n th~ 6t~ year .of the r~ign of his late M?jesty William the 
Fourth, to provide for t~e rehefofs1ck and disabled Seamen, Fishermen, and other 
persons, and to authorize the appropriation of monies collected under the said 
-Act ; and the same was read .a first time. 

• 
-·-

\ . 

tteport 

Suspension of Rules. in. 
reference thereto 

Engrossed 
3d reading 

Passed-.. 
-Title 

Sent to CounCil 

l 
I 

Notice of address to his 
Excellency. 

~Me8sage from · ·her-'.Ma
jeaty's Council 

. ' 

' 

Bill to amend seamen's 
relief act read 1 st time 
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2d reading Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time on Monday next. 

::ouse in committee on 
bill to continue 5th W. 
fourth 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a co1nmittee of 
the whole House on the consideration of a Bill to continue an Act for combining 
.the offices of Clerk of the Supreme and Circuit Courts of this Colony. · 

J\fr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. McCarthy took the chair of the committee. 

lVJ r. Speaker resumed the chair-. 

Report The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the said 
bill and had made so1ne amendments therein, and he delivered the bill with the 
amendments in at the Clerk's table. 

Amendments read and And the said amendments having 'been read throughout, \Vere, upon the question 
agreed to put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Engrossed 01·dered,-"fhat the said ·bill as amended be engf"ossed, and read a third time on 
3dreading Monday next. 

' 
"' ). --i J.... .. 

' . -
,.. 

. - ' 

Report of committee ap
pointed to present ad
dress to his Excellency 

His Excellency's reply 

·Then the house adjourned until Monday next at one of the clock. 

.. 

\ 

MONDAY~ Febr11ary 17, 1840. 

THE House met and adjourned until to-morrow, at one of the dock. 

. . 

TUESDAY, February 18, 1840~ 

MR. Nugent from the committee appointed on the 11th instant to pre-
se11t to his Excellency the Governor a11 address of the Ho11se upon 

the subject of the refusal of her Majesty's Ceuncil to per1nit their Journals 
to be searched by the House, reported that they had waited on his Excel
lency, and presented the said address, when his Excellency was pleased to 
reply as fo]lo\vs,-

Gentlemen,-

I shall take an early opportunity of bringing this address under the observation 
ofher NJajesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Government I-louse, ~ 
15th Feb., 1840. S 

". 
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i\tlr. Winser reported from the committee appointed on the 14th instant, to pre .. 
sent to his ExcelJency the Governor an address of this House, praying that his 
Excellency would cause to be laid before the House certain Custom-House re
turns, that they had attended to that duty accordingly, and his Excellency was 
pleased to say " the returns here mentioned shall be sent." 

. A petition of Samuel Short, John Bussen and others, inhabitants of Hant's 
Harbor, and its vicinity, \Vas presented by Mr. Moore, and the same was received 
and read,-

Praying for a grant of a sum sufficient to complete the Road between Hants 
Harbor and Seal Cove, (about t\vo n1iles) and for carrying the road through Hants 
Harbor; also for building a bridge over '' Sports River," in the said Harbor, and 
a bridge across '' Pelley's Mead." 

On motio1~ of Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Report of committee a'.(:> 
pointed to present ad-. 
dress to his Excellency 

Petition of S. Short & 
others 

Ordered,-That the said Petition be refe1~red to the comn1ittee on roads and Refer1·ed to committee 
bridges. on· roads and bridges 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice on the 14th instant, presenteti to the House the 
draft 'Jlf an address to his Excellency tho Governor, \vhich he read in his place, and 
after\vards delivered it in at the Clerl{'s table, lvhere it was again read as follows: 

To liis Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq.,, 
Companion; of tlie Most Honorable 
Milita'ry Order of tile Bath, Gover'llor 
and Commande'r-in-l)hief in and over 
the Island of 1Newfoundland anil its 
Dependencies,· etc. etc. 

IVJay it please your· Excellency,-
I 

The House of Asse1nhiy respectfully request your Excellency \Viii please direct 
that a return be ]aid before the House of all Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures,1 le
vied for and during the year ending 30th June, 1839, and a similar return for and 
during the time between that day and the 12th. instant, particularizing the name 
of the person, the nature of the offence, the Court or Justice before whom the fine 
penalty, or forfeiture shall have been awarded, and the statute under which award 
'vas rnade. 

On inotio11of 1\111:. Nug .. ent, seconded by IVIr. Winser, 
p 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-That ~Jr. Nugent and Mr. 'Vinser be a committee to present the · 
same to his Excellency. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a Bill to repeal in part an Act to provide for 
the relief of Sick and disabled Seamen, Fishermen, and other persons, and to au
thorize the appropriation of monies collected under the said act, was read a second 
time. 

0!1. motion . of Mr. Winser, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

Draft of address to his 
Excellency presented & 
read 

Adopted 

Committee 

Bill to repeal seamen tg 

re.lief act read 2d time 

Ordered,-That the said bill be co1nmitted to a committee of the whole House. To be oom.mitkd 

Resolved,_:_ That this House will, to-morrow, resolve· itself into a committee "'of 
the whole House on the consideration of the said bilJ~ · ' , · · -- " 

. \ 
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Select connnit.Lee of en-. 
qmry 
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Mr. l{ent gave notice that to-morro\v he '1Vould move that a select coinmittee be 
appofnted to enquire into the caust)S which induced the Stipendiary l\!agistrates 
of this town to search the House of l\1r. John Delaney, an officer of this l!ouse, 
on l\Ionday the 17th instant. 

Then the house adjourned until to-rr1orrow at one of the clock. 

Itj_R. Kent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolue1l,-1"hat a select cornmittee of three be appointed to investigate into 
the causes that induced the Stipendiary Magistrates of this town to search the 
<lwel1ing house oF~VJr. John Delaney, an officer of this House, \vith poV\1er to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 

Orclered,-,.fhat Mr. Kent, Mr. Nugent, and r.tr .. lVJcCarthy, do form the said 
committee. 

Petition of T. Houlton .. ~ petition of "fhomas Houltdn, of St. John's, \Vas presented by Mr. Nugent, and 
the same 'vas received and read, setting forth,-

Ref erred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Bill to repeal I 0th sec. 
of a~t 5th W. 4th 

rrhat Petitioner entered into a contract with the Board of Road Comn1issioners 
for the Central District, t.o n1ake certain repairs on the road leading to "Signal 
11 ill,'' for the sum of £50. 

That the specification of the \vork was extremely deceptive, and it \Vas only du
ring the practical operation thereof that your petitioner discovered that he had ta
ken the contract at too low a rate. 

That in sinking the ravine, in order to carry off the \Vater which overflowed from 
one of the ponds, and which inundated the road, petitioner met with a large and 
solid bed of rock which he did not anticipate; the blasting and removal of which 
cost hin1 upwards of forty pounds, beside other expenses incurred in repairing the 
stone bridge at "Maggotty Cove.'' 

That petitioner having tendered for the \Vork, .the Commissioners have not . the 
po,ver to remunerate hin1 for this extra expense and laboitr, and petitioner there
fore humbly prays the House will be pleased to take his case into consideration, 
and to grant him the above st~m to i~demnify him from loss sustained for the Pub
lic benefit, in the performance of \Vork which was unforeseen both by him and the 
Com1nissioners when the contract w~s entered into. 

~ On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Orilereil,-That the said petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges. · 

Pursuant to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to continue an act to com
bine the office of Clerk of the Central Circuit Court with the office of Clerk of the 
Supreme Court of this Island, \Vas read a third time. 

On inotion of Mr. Kent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 
-· 

\ 
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Resolved,-'fhat the said bill do pass, and that the title be'' .t\n act to continue 
an act passed in the fifth session of the General Asse1nbly of this Island, entitled 
'' An act to combine· the office of Clerk of the Central Circuit Court with the office 
of Clerk of the Supreme G ourt, and~to make provision for the officer discharging 
the duties of the said offices." 

Orde1·ed,-:-rfhat l\'.lr. Kent and Mr. Morris do carry the said bill up to her 
Majesty's Council and desire thei1· concurrence . 

.ii\greeably to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the consideration of a Bill to repeal in part an Act to provide 
Jor the relief of sick and disabled sea1nen, fishern1en and othe1· persons, and= to au
tho.-ise the appropriation of rnonies collected under the said act. 

l\f r. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Morris took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chaii~. 

The chairn1an reported fron1 the committee that~they had made "some progi·ess 
in the business to the.in referred, and had directed hin1 to n1ove for leave to sit 
again on tho :r urther consideration of the same. 

Ordered,-That the said cotnmittee have leave to sit !!gain. 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

House in committee on 
bill to repeal eeamen 's 
relief a ct. 

Report, 

t\1r. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow, he shou!d move for leave to bring in a Noticeofbilltodefray 
bill to defi"ay certain charges that have arisen for the support of aged and infant certain charges. 

paupers, np to the 15th January, 1840. 
... 

1\!Jr. lVJorris gave notice that to-morrow he would move an address to his Excel- Notice of address to 
lency the Governor, praying that his Excellency will please issue~his:warrant for a his Excellency, 

certain sun1 then to be nan1ed, lo be appropriated to the relief of the poor. 

Mr. Kent gave notice that on Friday~next he \Vould move that~ the House do Notice for committee 
resolve itself into a con1mittee of the vvhole House on the consideration of a supply of supply. 

to be granted to her Majesty. 

J 

Then the_ House adjourned until to-morrow, at one: or the :clock. -~·~~~] · 

" 

TuunsDAY, February 20, 1840: 

MR. ~inser gave notice that on Monday next,! he would move that a com. 
~ m1tt€e _be appointed to prepare an address to his Excellency the Governor 

praying that his Excellency \vill cause to be laid before this House a statement 
of the expenditure of the sum of five thousand pounds granted to the colony by 
the Parent Government. -- - - - -- ---

. . .. . 
~ - . 

• 

Notice for Commit
tee to prepare address 
to his Excellency 

.. 



Address 

Adopted 

Comirittee 

. r~ 

• 

r- .. ,, _,__ ..... 
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t '.. • d 
~~ ........... "", 

• 

Bill to defrav certain 
charges, read ·1st time. 

tL_i) 

Petition of J. Prender
gast and others. 

Ref erred to committee 
-0n roads and bridges 

House in·committee on .. 
public Lands. 

Report , 
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~1r. Morris, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented an address to his Excellen
cy the Governor, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
€lerk's table, w~ere it \Vas again read as follows: 

To His Excellency Henr!J Prescott, Esq. 
Co11ipanio11, of the .Llf ost Honorable 

• 
Military Order of the Bat It, Governo1~ 
a ·1id Com1nander-in-C liief irt and ove1· 
tlte Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c . 

\ 

.1.Vlay it please-your Excellency, 
. 

Tho House of Assembly request your Excellency 'viH please, by warrant under 
your ExcelJency's hand and seal, to draw from the Treasury, the sun1 of six hun
dred pounds, to ue· appropriated to the relief of the poor of this colony,-one half 
to the itnn1ediato relief of the poor of St. John's, and the other half to the relief o( 
the poor of the out districts . 

Resolved,-That the said address be ad<;>pted and engrossfld. 
1 

Ordered,-That i\1r._I\'Iorris and Mr. Kent be a con1tnittee to present the san1e 
to his Excellency. 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice a.nd leave granted, presented a hill to defray 
certain charges that have arisen for the support of aged and infant paupers up to 
the 15th January, 1840; and the san1e was read a first time. 

Ordered,-That_the said bill be read a second time to-morro\v. 

Mr. ~ugent-gave notice that to-n1orrow, he \Vould move that the rules of the -
House be suspended.~so far as relate to the comrnitting, reading and passing the 
said bill. · 

... 4.. pf2tition, of John Prendergast, John Harding and others, inhabitants of the 
White Hills and its vicinity, was presented by Mr. Morris, and the same was 
received and read, praying the House to grant a sum sufficient to n1ake a branch 
road from Quidi Vidi Bridge to Mr. Thomas Martin's, on the \Vhite Hills. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by 1\1r. Kent, .. 
Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the con11nittee on roads and 

bridges. 
. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the consideration of a bill to provide for the disposal of the 
public lands in this colony, and for other purposes me~tioned therein . 

. Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the co1nn1ittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

~~ The chair1nan reported from the committee that they had made some progress 
in the business to the.in referred, and had directed him to move for leave to sit 
again on. the further consideration of the same. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have leave tosi~ a.gains 
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Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, at one~of the clock 

FRIDAY, Febrt1ary 21, -' 840.~ 

puRSUANT to the order of the day, a bill to defray certain charges that haYe 
arisen for the support of aged and infant paupers, &c. was read a second time· 

Mr. Nugent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved,-That the rules of the House in reference to the reading, commit
ting and passing of bills be suspended, so far ~as _relate to this bill. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Bill to defray certain 
charges read 2d time. 

Resolvetl, . . That this IIouse do now resolve into a committee of the whole House ~in committee 
House on the consideratio11 of the said bi II. therein. 

And the llouse resolved itself into~the said committee accordingly. 

~fr. Speaker left the chair. 

f\.1r. 'Vinser took the chair of the committee-

.1\'] r. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman reported from the committee th&t they had gone through the said Report , 
bill and had made some amendments therein, which they had directed him to re-
port. to the House, and he delivered.the bill \Vith the amendments in at the Clerk's 
table. 

And the said amendments having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-,.f hat the said bill as amended be engrossed, and read a third time 
this day. 

Pursuant to the order of the da v, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the disposal 
<>f the public lands in this colony, and for other purposes mentioned ~herein. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took tl1e chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Amendments read and 
agreed to 

House in ·committee on 
public lands bill 

~ . s . 
' 
; 
' The chairman reported from the committee that they had made some progress 

in the business to them referred, and had directed him to move for leave to sit Report. 
,. 

! • 

• again. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have leave to sit again, 

• 
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Passed Then the -lJouse adjourned until f\1onday next, at one of the clock. 

Letter from Colonial Se 
cretary, transmitting 2 
petitions. 

Ref erred to committee 
of supply. 

Reports of Committees 
t) present addresses to 
his Excellency 

His Excellency's reply 

. ) 

Petition of R.J Parsons 
and others, 

' 

~foNDAY, F~brt1ary 24, 1840. 

I 

MR. Speaker laid before the House a letter from the hon. Mr. Secretary 
.!. · Cro\vdy, transmit.ting by direction of his Excellency the Governor, a peti
tion of :Matthew Stevenson, of Harbor Grace, late Clerk of the Peace for the dis
trict of Conception Bay, praying that the grant \vhich was n1ade him former years 
for past services n1ay be continued. 

Also a petition of Wm. ~Jartin, sen. of Harbor Grace, late High Constable for 
the district of ~onception Bay, praying for a similar grant as the former petition. 

On motio11 of l\1:r,. Brown, seconded by Mr. Moore, 
• 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the con11nit tee of supply .. 

Mr. Nugent, fi~om the comrnittee appointed to present to his Excellency the 
Governor the address of the House adopted on the 18th inst., praying for certain 
returns on the subject of fines, forfeitures and penalties to be laid before the House, 
reported that they had presented the said address, and his f~xcellency \Vas pleased 
to reply that the said returns shou1d be called for. 

!\Jr. Morris, from the comn1ittee appointed on the 20th inst to present to his 
Excel1ency the Governor an adrlress of the 11ouse requesting that his Excellency 
·would dra\tv frorn the Treasury of the colony a certain sum for the relief (of the 
poor, &c. reported that they had attended to that duty, \Vhen his Excellency was 
pleased to reply as follows : 

Gentlemen, 

I shall be happy to con1ply \Vith this address, and to act upon it, in the best 
manner that circumstances will permit. 

Government House, 
·22d Feorria.ry, '1840. 

A petition of R. J. Parsons, John Coaker <lnd others, o'vners, proprietors or oc
cupiers of lands and farms lying on the Torbay road, leading from St. John's to 
Torbay, or in and near its neighbourhood, was presented by. Mr. Morris, and the 
same was received and read, praying the House to grant such sum or sums of rno
ney as may be necessary to repair the said road, and especially to build a bridge 
~ver a large brook or stream of \Vater running immediately across the stream. 

011 motion of Mr. l\1orris, seconded by Mr. Kent 

' 
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Ordered,-"fhat the said Petition be "referred to the Committee on roads and 
b.ridges.. .. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to defray certain charges 
for the support of aged and infant paupers was read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by ~Ir. Brown, 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, '' an Act to defray cer
tain charges that have arisen for the support of aged and infant paupers, up to the 
first of February, 1840.'' 

Ordered,-rfhat Mr. Nugent and Mr. Brown do carry the said bill up to her 
·Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

lVIr. "\tVinser moved, pursuant to notice, seco11ded by Mr. McCarthy, 

Resolved.-That a cotnmittee be appointed to prepare an address to his Excel
lency the Governor, praying that his Excellency 'vould cause to be laid before 
this House a statement of the expenditure of the surn of five thousand pounds 
granted by the Parent Government for this colony in the year 1835. 

' Ordered,-·That ~'lr. 'Vinser, Mr. l\icCartby, and Mr. Nugent do form the said 
co1nn1ittee. 

l\ir. Winser from the said committee reported that they had prepared the draft 
of the said address, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table, where it was again read as follows: 

To this Excellency I-Ienry Prescott, Esq~, 
Companion <!f the Most Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-l)hief in and ove1· 
the Island of Newfoundland ana its 
Dependencies, o/c. o/c. 

lVJay it please your Excellency.,-

1"he House of Assemb1y respectfully request that your Excellency will be pleas
,ed to cause to be laid before this Ho~se a statement of the expenditure of the sum 
·of five thousand pounds, granted by the Parent Government for this Colony, in the 
year 1835. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-Tbat Mr. Winser and Mr. McCarthy be a com1nittee to present the 
said address to his Excellency. 

Mr .. Kent from the select committee appointed on the 12th instant, to meet a se .. 
lect cotnmittee of her Majesty's Council, the better to consider the most effectual 
means of promoting Stean1 Navigation between this Colony and Great Britain, re
ported that the_y had come to certain resolutions thereon, lvhich he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered th-en1 in at !he Clerk's table, where they \Vere 
:again read as follo\v : 

Resolveil,-·That it is the opinion of this committee that a rfrequent and rapid 
communication between St. John's and Great Britain or Ireland is of essential im
portance to the interests of Newfoundland. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that the establishment of 
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steam cor11n1unication bet\veen St. John's and Halifax to meet the line of commu
nication bet\vcen England and Halifax, \iVould greatly promote that object. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this con1tnittee that as it appears by a Trea
sury minute dated on the eleventh day of March 1839, her Majesty's Government 
have engaged to take into their consideration the communication hetlveen Saint 
John's and IJ.alifax as soon as the . arrangements for establishing a line of steam 
vessels between England and 1-lalifhx should be matured; and as the said arrange
ments have now been completed, it is the duty of the Legislature to testify their 

. desire to co-operate 'vith the Governn1ent by granting an increase to the sum al
ready voted, to.encourage the establishment of such communication. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that a bill be prepared and re
ported to the Assembly, repealing the act under which the sum of £1!500 has been 
granted to her ~J ajesty, for the purpose of facilitating a comrnunication by stearn 
between St. John's and Halifax, and which bill shall grant £3000 in lieu thereof, 
for the said service, the sum of £3000 to be paid in three annual instalments of one 
thousand pounds each, after such con1munication shall have been established, to 
such person or persons as her iVJajesty"'s l">rincipal Secretary of State for the Colo
nies shall direct. 

And the said resolutions having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the lJouse. 

:\1r. Kent in pursuance of one of the said resolutions presented the bill therein re
ferred to, and the same \Vas read a first titne. 

Ortlerea,-That the said bill be read a second tiine to-morro\v. 

l:)ursuant to the order of the day the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the \vhole House on the furthel· consideration of a Bill to provide for the disposal of 
the Public )ands in this colony, and for other purposes inentioned therein. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

I\'.Ir. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

l\1r. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairrr1an reported fron1 the con1mit~ee that .. they had made some progress 
in the business to the.in referred, and had directed hin1 to n1ove for leave to sit . 
again. 

()rdered,-That the said comn1ittee have leave to sit ~gain. 

Then the house adjourned until to-rnorrow at one of the clock. 

' 

TUESDAY, February 25, IS40. 

~:~~o~do~t~~sDeve- ..& Petition of Michael Devereaux, Edward Haley, a~d others, inhabitants of 
d the district of Ferry land, \Vas presented by Mr. W1nser, and the san1e "'as 
received and read,-

Praying for the repeal of the Hospital Act, for the reason therein set forth ., 
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Ot~dered,-l~hat the ·said Petition do lie upon the table. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

81 

The Master-in-Chancery brought .. down from her .\tlajesty's Council the follow
ing written message :-

Mr. Speaker,-
Her Majesty's Council acquaint the l:louse of Assembly that they have pass

ed the bill sent up1 for the concurrence of the Council, entitled "an Act to de
fray certain charges that have ~risen for the support of aged and infant paupers, 
up to the first of ~.,ebruary, 1840,'' 'vithout amend1nent. . 

Council Chamber, ~ 
25th Feb., 1840. ~ 

And then the Messen.ger \Vithdrew. 

. JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Member presiding. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a Bill to repeal an Act fo1• granting to her Ma
jesty the sun1 of one thousand five hundred pounds for facilitating a communica
tion by stea1n between St. John's and Halifax, and for granting the sum of three 
thousand pounds in lieu thereof for the said service, \Vas read a second time. 

Mr. Ke11t i11oved, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

That the said hill be committed to a con1mitte~ of the \Vhole House to-morrow; 
\vhich being put, 

Mr. l\iorris moved in amendment, seconded by :\1r. Moore, 

Message from her Ma" 
jesty's Council 

Bill to repeal Steam 
Navigation Act read 
2d time 

Re-committal 

'That the \Vord "to-n1orrow" be expunged, and "this day week" substituted- Amendment moved 
\vhich being put, 

l\1r. ~·]orris moved, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

That this House do no\v adjourn. On \vhich the House divided, when there ap
peared for the n1otion four, against it three. 

' 

For the motion. 

Mr. Mo1~ris 
.. Moore 
.. Winser 
. . Godfi·ey. 

-So it passed in the affirmative. 

Against the motion. 

:\'1r. Nugent 
.. Kent 
.. D\vyer . 

·Then the house .adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

WEDNESDAY~ February 26, 1840. 

THE motion made yesterday that the Bill to repeal an act granting to her Ma
the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds for faciJitating a cornmunica

tion by steam between St. John's and Halifax, and for granting the sum of three 

Adjournment 

I 

J 

Carried 

Motion for committal of 
bill to repeal Steam 
Navigation provision 
bill withdrawn · 

-· 



, 

Petition of J. Funcheon 

82 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

thousand pounds in lieu thereof for the said service, be con1mitted to a comn1ittee 
of the \Vhole House this day, and the amendn1ent proposed thereon being read, 

Moved by }fr. Kent, seconded by. Mr. Nugent, 

Ordered,-That Mr. Kent have leave to withdl'a.\v the said motion, and that 
the said amendment stand as the original motion. 

and others A petition of John Funcheon, Denis N O\Ylan, and others, inhabitants of St. 
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John's, \Vas presented by Mr. ~]orris, and the same was received and read,-

Praying for· a grant of a sun1 of n1oney for repairing that part of the Lazy Bank 
Road, situate East\ivard of Monday's f->ond, commencing at the lload leading to 
George's Pond, and ending at the d\velling house occupied by the \Vidow Bates. 

On motion of ~1r. Morris, seconded by 1\1r. Kent, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the con1tnittee on roads and 
Bridges. 

' 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the IJouse resolved itself into a co1n1nitt.ee of 
the whole House on the further consideration of a Bill to provide for the disposal of 
public lands in this colony, and for other purposes rnentioned therein. 

-
Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

' n'.Ir. \Vinser took the chair of the COITlmittee. 

l\ir. Speaker resumed the chair. 

'There being present Mr. Speaker, ~1 r. Nugent, l\ir. ~.1orris .. 1\1 r. \V inser, and 
l\Jr. l\1oore, Mr· Speaker at four o'clock P. l\t., adjourned the House tor ,,,ant of a 
quorum until to.n1orro'v at one of the clock· .. 

THURSDA·Y, February 27, f s4o. 

llf R· Speaker laid before the House a letter from the hon. Mr. Secretary Crow
. dy, acquainting the I-louse by co1nmand of his Excellency the Governor 
that it is his ExcelJency's intention to proceed to the Council Chain her to-morrow 
at t\VO o'clock., for the purpose of giving his assent to the BiJl entitled "an Act to 
defray certain charges that have arisen for the support of aged and infant pau_pers 
up to the first of February, 1840.'' 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded byT Mt·. Kent, 

Resolved,-That as the word ''currency'' has been clerically ornitted between 
the lvords ''seven pence'' and " which'' and also between the words ''seven
pence'' and "be appropriated'' in the bill entitled '' an Act to defray certain 
charges that have arisen for the support of aged and infant paupers up to the first 
of February 1840'' which has passed both Houses, a n1essage be sent to her ~1a
jesty's Council to reques~ their sanction for tnaking the necessary correction. 
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Ordered,-'J'hat Mr. Nugent and. Mr. Kent do carry the said message to her 
Majesty's Council. 

' 

Pursuant to the order of the day the House resolved itself into a committee of House in·'committee on ' 

the who]e House on the further consideration of a Bill to provide for the disposal of public lands bill . 
the Public lands in this colony, and for other purposes mentioned therein. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took tl1e chair of the committee. 

lVlr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

1"he chairman reported from!the committee that they had made some progress Report. . 

in the business to them referred, and had~directed him to move for leave to sit . 
aga1n. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have ]eave to sit again. 
J 

Ill 

... . ... 
Then the House adjourned until to-morrow, at one of the clock 

FRIDAY, February 28, 1·840.· 

1'&.'ii R. \Vinser, from the committee appointed on~the 24th inst., to wait on his Report of Committee 

.lf Jl Excellency the Governor and present an address praying that his Excel- to present address to 

lency \Vould cause to be laid before this House a statement of the Expenditure of his Excellency 

the sum of £5000 granted by the parent Govern1nent for this colony, reported that 
they had attended to that duty, and his Excellency 'vas pleased to reply that the 
required information should be sent. 

Mr. \Vinser gave notice that on Monday next he would move that 
the Clerk of this House be put in possession of_ the original Journals and all other 
documents relative to the proceedings of the House of Assembly during the last . 
session. 

i\1r. Nugent gave notic~ that on Wednesday next he would move for leave to 
bring fn a bill to provide a bounty for building vessels in this colony. 

• 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

rrhe Master in Chancery brought down from her l\1ajesty's Council the following 
written· n1essage : 

Mr. Speaker, 
. . .. I 

Her Majesty's Council request a conference with the House of Assembly on 
the subject matter of their message of to-day, with reference to a clerical error in 
the bill entitled " An act to defray certain charges that have arisen for the support· 
of aged and infant paupers up to the 1st February, 1840," and have appointed con:,, · 

Notice of bill for g'rant. 
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ferrees to meet the 1nanagers from .the Assembly in the committee roo1n of the 
Council instantly. JAMES SIMMS, 

"Senior Member presiding. 
Council C~hamber, 

28th Feb. t840. 

011 motion of Mr. Ke11t, seconded by Mr. Nuge1lt, 

Conference agreed to. Resolved.-That the conference requested by her 1\Iajest.y's Council be 
agreed to. 

Council acquainted Ordered,-That l\'.lr. Kent and lVJr. Nugent do go up to her l\1ajesty's Council 
thereof. and acquaint them that this lJouse accede to the said conference. 

~Ianagcrs named 
( 

Conference held 

Report. 

r 

Ordered,-'fhat ~Jr. ·Nugent, 1\1r. Kent, l\'1r. Morris and Mr. l\1oore, do rna
nage the said conference on the part of th~s House. 

And they \Vent to the conference, and being returned-

Mr. l'\ugent reported to the House that the 1nanage1·s had been at the conference, 
and that the conferrees on the part of the Counci1 had delivered to them their 
\Vritten instructions, \vhich he read in his place as foi lows : 

Her Majesty's Council have sought this conference with the I-louse of Assem
bly for the purpose of acquainting that House \Vith reference to their message 
of to-day, that as it appears to the Council that the omission of the word" currency'' 
bet\veen the \Vords " pence'' and ''be," is an error \vhich subjects the colony to 
the payment of rnoney not legally due, the Council w·ill sanction its insertion; but 
as t.he sarne cause does not exist tor the insertion of the \Vord ''currency" bet\veen 
the \Vords ''pence'' and \"vhich," and as its insertion would be opposed to the prin
ciple \Vhich has always prevailed of grants to her Majesty being in sterling, the 
Council cannot consent to the alteration in this instance. 

·Council Chamber, 
28th February, 1840. 

JAMES Sl~1llVJS, 
Senior 1\iierr1ber Presiding. 

Mr. Nugent further reported that the said conferrees had acquainted the said 
n1anagers verbally, that they \Vers instructed to bring the bill t_o !he conference 
in order that, as it had been passed by both branches of the Legislature, so the 
correction should be made by the Cler]{ of the Assernbly in presence of the confer
ence, and that therefore they '''ould remain in the cornmittee room until the n1a
nagers should make their report, and return with their Clerk for the purpose afore
said~ and that if this course of proceeding were unprecedented, so was it without 
precedent to arnend a hill after it passed both Houses, an<l for that reason should 
the correction be n1ade with the utrnost solemnity. 

011 motio11 of Mr. Ni1g,ent, seco11ded by Mr. Kent, 

Resolved,-'"f hat the said managers return to the Conference, and that they be 
attended by the Clerk for the purpose of correcting the said bill. 

The said managers, attended by the Clerk, went accordingly, and being return· · 
ed, 1\i1 r. Nugent reported finalJy that they had been again at the said conference, 
where the Cieri{ had, in presence of the managers of the Assen1bly, and of the con
ferrees of her Majesty's Council, corrected the bill by the interlining th.e word 
" currency" bet ween the \Vords '' pence" and '' be.'' 

Ordered,-That the said r~port be received. 
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.Jl .hlessagefrom His Excellency the Governor, 

By Joseph 'l 1e1npleman, Esq., Usher of the Black Rod. 

Mr. Speaker, 
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His Excellency the Governor desires the attendance of this Hon. House in the 
Council Chamber i1n1nediately. " 

The I-louse -went to the Council Chatnber accordingly, and being returned, 

Mr. Speaker reported that his Excellency had been pleased to give his assent to 
the bill entitled '' An act to defi~ay certain charges that have arisen for the sup
port of aged and infant paupers up to the 1st February, 1840." 

i\1r. Morris, as chairman of the committee appointed on the 5th inst. to whotn 
\vas referred the petition of certain rnerchants, ship o\vners, ship masters, mari
ners, fishermen and others, reported that they had come to a report thereon, which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where it . 
v1as again read as follo"vs : 

· 'rhe committee appointed to t.ake into consideration the petition of the merchants, 
ship o\vners, ship rnasters, mariners, fisherinen and others, of the district of St. 
John's, coin plaining of the depressed s~ate of the British F~ishcries, and praying 
that eneouragerr1ent should be given for the prosecution of the whale fishery, re
port as tol lo\vs : 

That they have fulJy ascertained the correctness of all the statements made in 
the sai<l petition. 

'T'hat the Bank fishery, and a pr~ncipal part of the French Fisheries on the 
coast of Ne\vfoundland, are engrossed by the subjects of f'rance and America; 
that until of late years the deep sea fishery on the great Banks of Nevvfoundland 
gave ernployruent to a number of Brit~sh ships and seamen-vessels for that fish
ery \Vere fitted out fron1 different ports in Eng1and, for the principal Harbors of 
l'~e,vfoundland, but that at the present tin1e not more than three or four vessels 
proceed for that fishery. 

,.fhat the French and American subjects fit out for the Bank fishery not less than 
six hundred sail of vessels, some of the1n, of a large size, and manned by eight or 
ten thousan<l seamen. 

That the French and American Governments grant Bounties to the men and to 
'the ships engaged in the fishery as \Vell as for the fish caught, by which means 
t.hPy have 1nonopolizad the \vhole of this most i1nportant branch of our fishery to the 
ain1ost total exclusion of the Rrit ish. 

rrhat the injurious consequences of the con1petition are more imn1ediately felt 
by ship o\vners and others engaged in the seal fishery, as after the conclusion of 
this fishery about the middle of May, many of their vessels are thro\Vn out of e1n
ployment, and have to lie up the remainder of the season-being shut out from the 
Bank fishery by the causes before mentioned. Your committee therefore approve 
and recommend to the favourable consideration of the House the prayer of the 
said petition, that encouragement should be given to the whale fishery. 

Your cornmittee have ascertained that the whale fishery had been in former times 
successfully prosecuted on the coast, and that the old American colonists were in 
the habit at the con1rnencernent of the fisheries to seduce clandestinely the New
foundland fisher1nen to assist and instruct then1 in the prosecution of their fisheries. 

Your con1mittee have ascertained that since the separation of the old colonies 
from the Parent country, the Americans have attempted to continue their whale 
fi~hery In the Bays and on the coast of this Island. 

Your comrnittee have gained valuable inforn1ation on the former and present 
state of the \vhale fishery on the coast, from one of your Committee, H€nry Butler, 
Esq., 1nen1ber for Burin, who gave the follo\ving evidence before your committee: 

" In the years "1796-97-98 & '99, the Americans carried on the whale fishery in 
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the Bay of Despair, Hermitage Bay, and Fortune Bay, to a very large extent. 
The first three years ('96, '97, and '98) not less than t\velve vessels were fi~ted out 
from Cape Cod, Marble ilead, and Salem, generally rnanned \Vith l5 men each, 
and they all returned nearly loaded. From leaving that part of the country about 
1799, I cannot say \vhat progress they made in 1800-1-2-3 & 4, but I am aware 
that they carried the whale fishery on until about tee year 1807, when some dis
pute arose between Great Britain and the lTnited States. The Americans \Vere 
then prevented frorr1 that fishery. Two or three years afterwards, a schooner \Vas 
fitted out by the Americans from Cape Cod, and came to Burin. A man of war 
being on that station, the schooner was obliged to proceed to St. Mary's Bay, and 
there she ren1ained until the nlonth _of August, and nearly had her load, \iVhen she 
·was taken by one of our sloops of \Var, and ordered to St. John's; but the cre\iv 

· being too strong for the prize master, they carried her safe to Cape God
the two boats were taken to St. John's, but after"vards given up by order of the 
Adn1iralty Court. 

''Thus ended the American whale fishery on the western shore of New
foundland. 

'' Then a whale fishery commenced in Hermitage Bay, carried on by four per
sons jointly,! Arnerican, & 3 British subjects, under the firm of Peter Le Messu
rier & Co. I do not believe they carried the whale fishery on rnore than four 
years, when the partnership dissolved; subsflquent~y the natives of I-Iermitage Bay 
having soma idea of the fishery, and saving the oil. they began a whale fishery 
on a very small scale, and a person of the name of t\1'Donald has n1ade a large 
property by it. 

"l~he house of Newman & Co. being aware of these proceedings, bought the 
prernises that had been Peter IJe Messurier & Co's. and began the whale fishery 
on a very large scale. 'fhey employed the natives of Hermitage and Fortune 
Bays, \vho I have been informed, are as good as any men they could get from 
England, &c. 

''I am \veil a\vare that Newrnan & Co. are 1naking a good business of it." 
Your con1rnittee having given the in1portant subject every consideration in their 

.power, are of opinion that some encouragement should ~e given in the form of 
bounty to continue for two or three years, to induce ship owners to con'lmence 
this fishery; when its advantages are developed they confidently hope that it \viii 
give profitable employment to a number of vessels that are generally -laid up the 
sum1ner months, and will open a ne\v and valuable source of adventure for our 
able .and hardy fishern1en. 

Your committee regret that the present state of the revenues prevents them 
from recommending so large a sum as they thinl{ necessary for the further
ance of this irnportant object, they therefore limit the sun1 to six hundred pounds to 
be given to the first three \'essels that will be fitted out for the whale fishery at the 
rate of forty shillings per ton, New Measure, no one vessel to obtain more than two 
hundred pounds; and they further recommend that a bill be brought in with
out delay, founded on this recomn1endation. 

PA"fRICK ~10RRIS, Chairman. 

And the said Report having been read throughout, 'vas upon the question put 
thereon, agreed to by the House· 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by l\1r. Nugent, 

, Ordcred,-That 50 copies of the said report be printed for the use of Members. 

Pursuant to the order of the day the House resolved itself into a committee of ' 
the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the disposal of 
the Public lands in this colony, and for other purposes mentioned therein. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair . 
. Mr. Winser took tl1e chair of the committee. 
-Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

' 

. . 
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'"fhe chairman reported from-the committee that they had made some progress Report. 

in the business to them referred, and had come to a resolution thereon, which he 
was directed to report to the House ; and he read the said resolution in his place, 
and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table where it was again read as 
follows:-

• 
Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that the said Bill as amend

ed be printed for the use of the Members. 

And the said resolution having been read throughout, was, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Then the (louse adjourned until l\1onday next, at one of the clock. 

MoNnA·Y, March 2, f 840. 

A Petition of W. W. Bemister, Stephen O. Pack, Felix McCarthy, and 20o 
other lY.1 erchants, Planters, and Fishermen, inhabitants of Carbonear, was 

presented by l\1 r. l\1cCarthy, and the sa1ne was received and read, setting forth,--

That petitioners being concerned in, and carrying on the Seal and Cod Fishery 
on the Banks and Shores of N e,vfoundland and Labrador, beg leave to make known 
to the House their vie\vs and wishes on the subject of the cncour!lgen1ent of the 
Seal Fishery. That it is their opinion that that f.,ishery connected with a Whale 
Irishcry, inay, during the summer months, be carried on as far North as Hudson's 
l~ay and Davis Straits "\'Vith a prospect of goo<l success. That there are at pre
sent n1any fine Vessels belonging to persons in this country who cannot find pro
fitable employment for them after the usual sealing voyage in the spring, and those 
vesse]s are every \vay suited to the prosecution of a summer sealing and whaling 
voyage, and would be the n1eans of profitably employing many of the hardy and 
industrious Fishermen who are at present employed in a very unproductive shore 
cod fishery. ,.fhey therefore humbly pray the House to take into mature and se
ri0us consideration the expediency and necessity of voting a certain sum of 1noney 
as a bounty to each of a certain number of the first of a certain description of 
vessels as shall be fitted out by the Owners, and shaJ l prosecute the sealing and 
whaling voyage as far North, if necessary, as Hudson's Bay and Davis Straits, du
ring the months of ~1ay, June, and July. 

01·dered,-That the said Petition do lie upon the table. 

Mr. McCarthy gave notice that on Wednesday next he would move for leave to 
bring in a bill to establish a Gra1nmar School in the town of Carbonear. 

l\1lr Morris pursuant to the report of the committee on the 28th inst., presented a 
bill to encourage the whale fishery in this colony, and the same was read a 1st tirne 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 

Mr. Winser as chairman of a committee of the whole House on the considera
tion of the Bill to provide for the disposal of public lands in this Colony, and for 
other purposes mentioned therein, 1·eported that they had gone through the said 

Petition of Stephen 0 -
Pack and others 

Notice of bill to estab
lish a Grammar School: 

Whale fishery bill· 

' 

Report of committee on 
public lands , 



, 

Amendments read and 
agreed to 
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Bill and n1a<le son1e an1endmcnts therein, \\1hich they had directed him to report 
to the IIouse; and he delivered the Biil with the alnendn1ents in at the Clerk's 
table. 

And the said amend~en\s having been read throughout, were·, upo11 the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the lJouse. 

Engrossed. 3dreading rJrdered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third tin1e on 
l\'Ionday next. 

Notice of motion to sus
pend introduction of 
bills 

Notice of motion for bill 
to prevent fraud in the 
sale of certain articles 

Notice f'Jr committee to 
search Journals of H l\iI 
Council 

Committee 

~1essage from her 1\i1a. 
jest y 's Council. · 

fT" 'I 
k .• 

' 

i\!Jr. Winser gave notice that on Friday next he should move that no bills be in
troduced into this House after t.he 17th inst. during the remainder of the session, 
except a Bill of Supply, Contingency Bill, and Revenue Bill. 

Mr. 'Vinser gave notice that on Thursday next be \vould rnove for leave to bring 
in a bill to prevent fraud in the sale of certain articles imported into this colony. 

1\1 r. :r~ ugent gave notice that to-morro\v he should inove that a comn1itt.ee be 
appointed to search the Journals of her Majesty's Council, in order to ascertain 
\Vhat proceedings have been had on a bill to pt ovide for .the making and repairing 
of roads, streets, and bridges, in this colony. 

Then the house adjourned until to-n1orro\v at one of the clock. 

"I'u1~SDAY. 1'Ji11~ch. 3, 1840. 
\ 

JJf B. Nugent moved pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. VVinser, 

Resolved,-That a co1nn1ittee be appointed to search the Journals of her [\/la
jesty's Conucil in order to ascertain \Vhat proceedings have been had on a Bill to 

' provide for the rr1aking and repairing of roads, streets, and bridges, in this colony. 

Ordered,-rfhat 1\J r. Nugent and r,·1 r. "\tVinser do forrn the said cornmittee. 

A lUESSAGE FROl\1 HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

1.,he l\1aster-in-Chancery brought do\Vn from her Ylajesty's Council the follo,v
ing written message:-

.llfr. Speaker,-

Iler l\!Jajesty's Council have passed tho Bill sent np from the Assembly for the 
concurrence of this I louse, entitled '' an .Act to continue an ~ct passed in the fifth 
session of the General Assernbl_y of the Island, entitled "an Act to con1bine the 
office of Clerk of the Central Circuit Cnurt 'vi th the office of CJ erk of the Si.1pren1e 
Court, and to n1ake provision for the Officer discharging the duties of the said of
fices,'' without amendtnent. 

Council Chamber, ~ 
3d l\'.larch, 1840. ~ 

JAL\i1 ES SIM MS, 
.Senior Member presiding. 

• 

I 
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And then the n1essenger withdre\'v. 

Agreeably to the order of the day the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the consideration of a Bill to repeal an Act for granting to 
her Majesty the sum of £1500 for facilitating communication by steam between 
St. John's and Halifax, and for granting the sum of £3,000 in lieu thereof, for the 
s!tid service. 

( -· Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

l\'.lr. Butler took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

1"he chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the said 
Bill, and had agreed to the same without ~mend1nent. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time tomorrow. 

Mr. Nugent from the con1n1ittee appointed this day to search th.e Journals of her' 
Majesty's Council, touching the proceedings on the bill to provide for the making 
and repairing of roads, streets, and bridges, in this colony, reported that they had 
made search accordingly, and had taken the following extracts. 

"11th February, 1840. 

"A deputation from the House or· Assembly brought up a Bill entitled " ~n 
Act for granting to her Majesty a supply of money for the making and repairing 
of roads, streets, and bridges, in this colony,. and to regulate the expenditure of the 
same,'' which was read a first time. 

''Ordered 10 be read a second time to-morrow. 

' "14th February, 1840 .. 

'' Bill read a second time, and ordered to be com1nitted to-tnorrow." 

,_rhen the IJ ouse adjourned until to-morro\\r, at one of the clock .. 

WEDNESD1\Y, il'Jarch 4, 1840.-

pu.RSU ANT to .the order of the day, an engross~~- Bi.II to repeal an ~ct.grant-· 
1ng to her l\JaJesty the sum of £1500 for fac1htat1ng a commun1cat1on by 

steam between the port of St. John's and the _port of Halifax, and to grant the sum, 
of £3000 in lieu thereof for the said service, 'vas read a third time, 

,.. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, seconded by M .. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said Bill do pass, and that the title be "an t\ct to repeal
1 

an act entitled "an A ct to re vest in the Treasury 1 he sum of one thousand five 
hundred pounds, ~ranted to her Majesty under an Act passed in the first year of 
the reign of her present l\1ajesty, and remaining unappropriated,. and to appropri· 

• 

House in committee on 
bill to repeal steam ft · .. 

vigation act 

Report. 

. 
Engrossed. 3d readir 

Report of conimittee a1 . 
pointed to search jom 
nals of H. M. Council 

;· .~ ... :r::~·~--~ -- ·~ . · ~~ -:;/ .. ; 
·. '~y·'~~·· 

Bill to repeal Steam 
Navigation Act read·-
3d time 

Passed· 
Title-· 

I 
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... 

Sent to Council 

Notice of motioH for pe
tition to her lVIajesty & 
both Houses of Parlia
ment 

, 

i • 

Letter from hon ~Ir. 
Secretary Cro·wdy 

To lie on the table. 

Bill to prevent fraud in 
the sale of certain arti
cles read 1st time 

2d reading 

Bill to encourage ship
building read l st time 

2d reading 

' 
Notice of motion for pr-e 
sentment of sundry bills 
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• 
ate the same for tho purpose of facilitating a comrr1unication by steam between the 
port of St. John's and the port of l~alifax, in the Province of Nova Scotia, and to 
n1ake further provision for facilitating con1munication by stean1 between the said 
ports of St. John's and Ilalifax. '' 

• Ordered,-'fhat 1\Jr. l{ent and r\1r. Nugent do carry the said Bill up to her 
Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

i\1r. Morris gave notice that on \Vednesday next he would rnove that a commit
tee be appointed to prepare a petition to her Majesty and both Houses of Parlia-
1nent, praying for a direct cornmunicat.ion by steam between this Colony and the 
llnited Kingdom. .. 

~ 

Then the house adjourned until Friday next, at one of the clock. 

. . 

.. .. . 

. MR. Speaker laid before the House a letter fiom the hon. Mr. Secretarv Crow_ · 

· dy, transmitting by ·direction of his Excellency the Governor, a Report of 
the Board :of Road Comrnissioners for the District of St. John's. 

Ordered,-l~hat the said report do lie upon the Table to be perused by the mem
·bcrs of the 1-Jouse-(For '\vhich report, see _Appendix.) 

1\1 r. Winser moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. i\t1oore, 

l-lesolnetl,-That after the 17th inst. no biH be introduced into this f1ouse during 
the remainder of the session, except the Supply, Contingency, and Revenue l3ills. 

IVIr. 'Vinser, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to prevent 
fraud in the sale of certain articles in1ported into this Colony ; and the same \Vas 
read a first tin1e. 

Ordered,-that the said bill be read a second tin1e on i\londay next. 

Mr.Nugent, pursuant to notice a11d leave granted, presented a bill to encourage 
the building of\' essels in this Island ; and the same \Vas read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time on Monday next. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that on Monday~ next, he \Vould move for leave to bring 
in the follo,ving bills, viz. 

A bill for the more easy and less expensive decision between masters and mis
tresses an<l their servants and apprentices in this colony. 

, A bill to regulate the en1 pannelling of Juries in the Supren1e and Central Circuit 
('ourts of this Island. 

•. 
A bill. to regulate the returns and details of the various offices in this colony. 

.. ... .. 

• 

' 
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A bill to repeal an act passed in the fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty 
entitled " an act for r·egistering the names of persons entitled to vote at elections'' 
and to make 1nore effectual provision for the same. 

A bill to declare vacant the seats of members of the Assembly of this colony in · 
certain cases, a.nd to make provision for the election of members in their stead. 

1"hen the House adjourned until l\londay next, at one of the clock. 

" 

MoNDAY, March 9, 1840. 

P URSUANT to the order of the day, the House resolved 

' itself into a committee of the \Vhole House on the consideration of a bill to 
provide for the better regulation of the fisheries in this Island. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr~ Winser took tl1e chair of the con1mittee .. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

.,,. 
' ,, l 

' • l 
.-:.. ~ 

... • ... ~· • 1 

House in committee on 
fishery bill. 

The chair man reported from the committee that they had made some progress Report .. 
in the business to them referred, and had directed hirn to move for .leave to '8it 

/ 

again on the further considcr~tion of the same. 
, 

Ordered,-That the said committee have ]eave to sit again. 

i\1 r. Nugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to re· 
guiate the n1anner of empannelling Juries in the Supreme and Central Circuit 
Courts of this Island, and to detern1ine the qualification of Jurors in the .said Courts, 
and the same \Vas read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 

On motion of 1\1r. Morris, seconded by l\1r. Nugent, 

Resolved-That the said bill be printed for the use of Members. 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notiee and leave granted, presented a bill to declare 
vacant the seats of members of the Assen1bly of this colony in certain cases, and 
to make provision for the Election of others in their stead, and the same was read 
a first time. 

Ordered-That the said bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 

Bill to regulate ·empan
nelli ng Juries 

Bill to declare vacant 
the seats of members in 
certain cases. 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to repeal an Bill to repeal registra· 
act passed in the fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty entitled ''An act for tion of voters act. 

registering the narnes of persons entitled to vote at Elections," and to make more 
effectual~provision for the san1e-and the said bill was read a first time . 

• 

Ordered,-That the said bill . be read a second time on Friday next. 

· On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by ~Jr. \Vinser, 
Resolved,-'l'hat the said bill be printed for the use of mernbers. 



~ ior the decision of 
·Jtrerences bet ween mas
ters and servants 

Bill to reg·ulate returns 
and <letail~. 

Bill to preveR t fraud &c 
read 2d time 

92 JOURN ~t\L OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill for the more 
'easy and less ex pensive decision of differences bet\veen n1asters and mistresses and 
their servants and apprentices in this colony, and the same \Vas read a first tirr1e. 

Ordered,-l'hat the said bill be read a s2cond ti1nc on Friday next . 

• 
i\1r. Nugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to regulate 

the returns and details of the various offices in this colony and the same was read a 
.first time. 

Ordered,--.c 'l,hat the said bill be read a second time !o-morrow. 

Agreeably to the order of the day a bill to prevent fraud in the sale of certain 
·articles imported into this colony, was read a second time .. 

On motion of~fr. Winser,seconded by ~lr. l\1oore, 

Ordered,-That the said bill be comn1itted to a committee of the whole House. 

Resolved,-That this House will, on \V cdnes<lay next, resolve itself into a 
committee of the \Vhole I-louse on the consideration of the said bill. 

"o cnourage ship~ Pursuant to the order of the day, a Lill to encourage the building of vessels in 

Address to bis Excellen
~y. 

this colony \Vas read a second time. 

On motion of 1\i r. Nugent, seconded by Mt. l\'lorris. · . 
Orde1~ed,-,.fhat the said bill be comn1itted to a cornmittee of the whole House. 

Resolved,-1'hat this House \vill to-n1orro'v- resolve itself into a committee of 
·the \''hole IJouse on the consideration of the said bill. 

'fhen the I louse adjourned until to-n1orro\v at one of the clock. 

1.,UESDAY, Mllrch II, 1840 

•f R. Nugent fi·o1n the con1mittee appointed to enquire into the circumstances 
l.f. of the residence of an Officer of this House being searched, reported that 
they had come to the following Resolution :-:-

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this comniittee that the following address 
be adopted and presented to his Excellency the Governor : 

To ltis Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq,, 
l )ompanion of the Most Honorable 
Milit111~y Orde't of the Bath, Governor· 
and Commande,·-in-l'hief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please your Excellency,- . 
The House of Assembly request your Excellency "·ill be pleased to order that 

·the depositions taken before the Magistrates of St. John's en the occasion of the 
-coin plaint of IIerman Lott, Printer, be laid before the House. 

/ 
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The production of the depositions in question is rendered necessary, in order to 
enable a committee of this House to arrive at a correct conclusion as to the 
around 'vhereon suspicions have arisen that a secret and illegal association was 
~ntertained at the house of an officer of the Assembly, and on which suspicion a 
search \Vas rnade during the silting of the House by the Stipendiary Magistrates 
of St. John's, and others, in and upon the residence of the said officer of this House. , 

And the said Resolution having been read throughout, was, upon the question 
put thereon agreed to by the House. 

Orrlered,-That ~1r. Nugent and Mr. \\7inser be a committee to present the 
said address to his Excellency. 

~Ir. M'Carthy, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to estab
lish a Grammar school in the to\Vn of C1 arbonear, and the san1e was read a first 
time. 

Ordered,-That the said bil I be read a second tin1e to-1norrow. 

Grmnmar School bill. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to regulate the returns and details of the Bill to regulate returns 
various offices in this colony, \-Vas read a second time~ and details. 

On motion of ~1r. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Orderetl,-That the said bill be comrnitted to a committee of the wl10Ie House. 

Resolved,-1,hat this House \viii to-n1orro,v .. resolve itself into a committee of 
the \Yhole l1ouse on the consideration of the said bill. 

A bl h d f h h I-I I d · If· · House in committee on · greea y to t e or er o t e day, t e ouse reso ve itse into a committee Bill to encourage ship-
of the \vhole House on the consideration of a bi U to encourage the building of building 
·vessels in this I s iand. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair~ 

l\fr. ~1orris took tl1e cl1air of the co1111nittee. 

Mr. Speal{er r esu1ned the cl1air. 

The chait n1an reported fi·.om the committee that they had made some progress Report, 

in the business to them referred, and had directed hirn to move for leave to sit 
again on the fu rt her consideration of the same. 

Ordered,-That the said comtnittee have leave to 8it again. 

flursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the \Vhole House on the consideration of a bill to repeal in part an act to provide 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, fishermen and other persons, and to au
t horise the appropriation of monies collected under the said act. 

House in committee on 
bill to repeal e.eamen' s 
relief act. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. · 

1'f r. M'Carthy took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair._ 
,,,. 

l~he chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the said Report. 
iBill, and had agreed to the same without amend1nent. 

Ordered,-That the said bill he engrossed and read a third time on Friday next . 
.. 

. . ,._, 
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Notice of Revenue Bill Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-1norro,v, he would move for the appointment 
of a comn1ittee to prepare a bill for the greater protection of the revenue in this 
colony,-also for a corntnittee to prepare a bill for the administration of Justice,. 
and the collection of the f{evenue on the coast of Labrador. 1 

( - . l 

• ~ .. ""i:" .. • • 

' • 

Bill to establish a Gram .. 
School read 2d time 

Bill to declare vacant 
the seats of members in 
certain cases read 2d 
time. 

House in committee on 
Bill to regulate returns 
and details. 

Repo,r.t , 

1~hen the House adjourned until to-morrow, at one of the clock. 

WEDNESDA·Y, llfarch II, 1840 

j}f R· Nugent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Winser 

Resolved, . . That a committee be appointed to prepare a bill for the greater pro-· 
tection of the revenue in this colony,-also a bill for the administration of Justice, 
and the collection of the revenue on the coast of Labrador. 

Ordered-That Messrs. ~ugent, Winser and M'Carthy do form said con11nittee. 

Pursuant to the order of the day a bill to establish a grammar school in the to,vn 
of Carbonear, was read a second time. 

On motion of ~1r. M'Gartpy, seconded by Mr.1\1oore, 

Ordered,-That the said bill be committed to a committee of the \\1hole llouse. 

Resolved,-.. fhat this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself into a committee of 
the \vhole fJouse on the consideration of the said bill. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to declare vacant the seats of me1nbers 
of the Assen1bly of this colony in certain cases, and to make provision for the 
Election of others in their stead, \vas read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by l\1r. U1 inser, 

Ordered,--rhat the said bill be committed to a committee of the whole House. 

Resolved,-That this I-louse will, to-morrow, resolve itself into a con1mittee of 
the whole House on the consideration of the said bill. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the \vhole House on a bill to regulate the returns and details of the various offices 
in this col on y. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Butler took the chair of the co1nmittee. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the chair. 

• 

\ . 

The chairman reported from the con1mittee that they had gone through the said 
biH and had agreed to the same without a1nendment. • 

· Ordered,-'l,hat the said .bill be engrossed·and read a third time !o-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the order-of the day, the House resolved itself info a committee of House in committee on 
the whole House on the consideration of a bill to prevent fraud in the sale of cer-· bill to prevent fraud &c 

tain articles_imported)nto this colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Doyle took the chair of the committee .. 

Mr. Speaker resu1ned the chair. 

'fhe chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the Report .. 

said bill, and had agreed to the same without an1endment. 

Ordered-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a co1nmittee of 
the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to encourage the building of 
vessels in this Island. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

i\1r. Butler took the chair of the co111mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

House in committee on1 
further consideration of 
bill to encourage shi~ 
building 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone thro' the said bill, Report 
and had made several amendrnents therein, which they had directed him to report to 
the l1ouse, and he delivered the bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's table. 

And the said arnendments having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the I louse. 

Orilerea,-l""hat ' the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third time 
on Friday next. 

l"hcn the 1-Jouse adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

TnuRSDA Y, March 12, 1840. 

P URSUANT to the order of the day, a bill to regulate the returns and details 
of the various offices of this Colony was read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. \Vinser, 

· llesolveil,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be '' an Act to regulate 
the returns and details of the various offices in this Colony." 

Ordered,-Tnat Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winser do carry the said bill up to her 
l\iajesty's (~ouncil and desire their concurrence. . 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to prevent fraud in the sale of certain 
articles imported into this colony 'vas. read a third time. 

- . . 

-. -··· .,. • -:.i .. .::.:....:,.. ... . 
. .... • ... ..;_ ... ~ ';:-: .. .... -.-:: l 

Bill to regulate returns 
~nd details &c. read 2d 
time 

Passed 
Title 

.. 

Sent to Council 

Bill to prevent traud &cs 
read 3d time 
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. ~ ~\ l . On ·tnotion of 1\1 r. v~;i ... i nser, seconded by l\1 r. i\1 oore, 
;Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Bill to encourage whale 
fishery read 2d time 

Resolveil,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be "an Act to prevent 
fraud in the sale of certain articles in1ported into this colony." 

Ordered,-ri"hat :-vir. \Vinser and ~Ir. Moore do carry the said bill up to her 
·1V1ajesty's C~ouncil und desir~ their concurrence. 

A greeab! y to the order of the day, a bill to encourage the '"hale fishery in this 
island '\Vas read a second tirne. . 

On 1notion of ~lr. Winser, seconded ·by 1V1r. Nugent, 

Orclered,-1,hat the said bi JI be con1rr.iitted to a cornrnittee of the \Vhole House. 

Resolved;-That this llouse \vill on Monday next resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole House on the consideration of the said Bill. 

Jury· b:ll read 2d time J. l~ursuant to the order of the day a bill to regulate the n1anner of cn1panne1ling 

House in committee on 
bill to es ta bl ish Gram
mar School 

Report 

Juries in the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts in this Island, and to determine 
·the qualification of Jurors in the said Courts \Vas read a secon<l-time. 

011 n1otion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Ordered,-'rhat the said biJI be comrnitted to a con1mittee of the "\Vhole House. 
Resolved,-That this House \VilJ on r\1onday next resolve itself into a commit

tee of the vvhole House on the consiueration of the said bill. 

Agreeably to the 01der of the day, the House rcs:llved itself into a committee of 
the whole House on the consideration of a bill to establish a Grammar School in 
the to\vn of Carbonear. 

Mr. Speaker left t.he chair. 

·iv1r. Nugent took the chair of the committee. 

l\t1r. Speaker res urned the chair. 

The chairman reported fron1 the corncnittee that they had gone through the said 
'bill and had agreed to the satne without any amend1nent. 

·Orrlered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third ti1ne to-n1orro\V. 

House in committee on Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a co1nmittee of 
vacancy bill the \vhole House on a bill to declare vacant the seats of llembers of the Assetnbly 

in this Colony in certain cases, and to rnake provision for the election of l\1embcrs 

Report 

in their stead. · 

3fr. Speaker left the chair. 

1\1 r. Godfrey took the chair of the committee . .. 
,~·Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chair1nan reported from the cornmittee that they had gone through the said · 
.,hill and had made sorne amendrnents therein, which they had directed hitn to re
port to the House; and he rleli:vered the bit.I with the arnendments in at the Clerk's 
table. 

And the said an1end1nents 'having been read throughout, were, upon the ques
\.tion severa)Jy put thereon, agreed to hy the EJouse • 

... . 
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Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time on Monday 
next. Engrossed. 3dreading 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that on ~onday next he would move an address to his Notice of addresses to 

Excellency, praying that the returns of Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties in the his Excellency. 

Central District, and n1ade in cornpliance with a former address, be laid before 
this House. 

-
l\1r. Winser gave notice that on Monday next he would move an address to his 

Excellency the Governor, praying that for the inforn1ation of the Ifouse on the 
subject of Ways and ~Jeans, the returns of Imperial Duties for the last four years, 
requested in a former address of the Assembly, be laid before this House. 

Mr. l\1cCarthy gave notice that on 'fuesday next he would move that the House 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole House on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he would 1nove for leave to bring in a 
Bill for the establishment of an Acade1ny in this colony. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

FRJD.4.Y. I\farch 13, 1840. 

Notice of motion for 
committee on Ways and 
Means 

Notice of Academy bill 

• 

M. R. Speaker laid before the Honse a letter from the honourable 
Letter from hon Mr· 

Mr. Secretary Crowdy, transmitting by direction of his Excellency the Secretary Crowdy 

·Governor, in compliance with addresses from the House, a statement of the Reve-
nue collected under Acts of the Imperial Parliament, during the three years ending 
5th January last; Returns relative to Crown 1-'ands, and statement of the expen
·diture of the sum of five thousand pounds voted by the Imperial Parliarr1ent in the 
year 1835, in aid of the funds of this colony. 

Ordered,-·That the first mentioned statement be referred to the committee on· 
Ways and Means, and the said other docu1nents do lie upon the table to be peru
sed by the 1"1embers of the House. 

Mr. Nugent from the committee appointed on the 10th inst. to wait upon his Ex· 
cellency with an address of the House, reported that they had presented the said 
address accordingly, when his Excellency was pleased to reply as follows: 

GENTLEMEN,-

After due consideration I came to the conclusion that my interference in the 
manner proposed on the present occasion would be improper, and I am therefore 
compelled to decline compliance with this address. 

Government House, ~ 
13th l\1arch, 1840 5 

I . . 

Pursuant to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to establish a Grammar School 
in the town of Carbonear, was read a third time. · 

On motion of Mr. McCarthy, seconded by l\11r. Nugent, 

Report or Committee 
to present address to 
his Excellenc7 · 

His Excellency's reply 

Bill to establish a Gram 
mar School in Carbo 
near read 3d-time 



.. 

Passed 
Title . . , 
Sent to Council 

Bill to repeal in part 
Se amen;s relief act read 
3d time 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

, 
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Resolved,-~fhat tho said bill do pass, and that the title be "an Act to estab
lish a Gran1n1ar School in the to\Vn of Carbonear.'' 

Ordered,-rrhat ~fr. McCarthy an<l ~Ir. Nugent do carry the said bill up to 
her Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. . 

·Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to repeal in part 'an L\.ct to provide for 
the relief of sick and disabled seamen, fishermen, and other persons' &c., \Vas read 
a third tin1e. 

On motion of Mr. lVinser, seconded by ~1r. Nugent, 

llesolueil,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be ''an Act to repeal 
in part an act passed in the sixth year of the reign of his late Majesty 'Villiatn the 
Fourth, intituled "an Act to provide for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, 
Fishermen, and other persons,'' and to authorize the appropriation of monies col
lected under the said act." 

Ordered,-That l\1r. 'Vinser and ~fr. Nugent do carry the said bill up to her 
l\1ajesty's (~ouncil and desire their concurrence. 

Theorderoftheday, that an engrossed bill to encourage the buildingofVessels 
in this Island be read a third tirne, being read, , 

Mr. Nugent moved, seconded by Mr. '1Vinscr, 
Bill to encourage ship .. 
building re.,committed Resolved,-That the said bill be no\V re-com1nitted to a con1mittee of the 'vhole 

Report 

3d reading- · 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Notice of address to 
;. his Excellency, 

I-louse on the l'e-consideration of the same . 

And the I-louse resolved itself into the said committee accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left tl1e cl1air. 

lVIr. Butler took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman reported froh1 the committee that they had made son1e amend
ments in the said bill, and he delievered · the bill with the amendments in at the 
Clerk's table. 

And the said an1endments having been read throughout, lvere, upon the ques
tion severally put thereon, agreed to hy the House. 

Ordered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third time 
this day. 

Agreeably to order, the said engrossed bill was 1·ead a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by l\1r. \\linser, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the tit]e be '' An act to encou
rage the building of vessels in the Colony of Newfoundland." 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winser do carry the said bill up· to her 
Majesty's Coun.cil and desire their concutrence. 

Mr. Winser gave notice that on Monday next, he would move an address to his 
~xcellency the Governor praying his Excellency to cause to be laid· before this 
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House a particular statement of all spirits imported into St. John's the last three 
years ending the 6th January, 1840, stating in each separate year the quantity, the 
persons by whom imported, of what country the produce, what part of it export
ed, and by what persons, what part of it the duty paid, and by what persons-sta
ting the Imperial and Colonial duty separate,-also, a particular statement of the 
value of goods, wares and merchandize imported into St. John's, the last three 
years separately, stating by whom imported, and by whom the du.ties were paid, 
and the snm paid by each person. 

The Solicitor General gave notice that on Monday next, he would move for 
leave to bring in a bill to establish a poor house and almshouse in the town of 
St. John's,-also, a bill for the better regulation of the Police department through
out the colony. 

l\'Ir. N agent, from the comtnittee appointed on the 11th i ist. to prepare cer
tain bills, reported that they had prepared the draft of a bill for the protection of 
the Revenues in Newfoundland, \vhich he ,preseI!ted, and the same \Vas read a first 
tin1e. 

Ordered,-that the said bill be read a second tin1e on Monday next. 

l\1·r. l\'ugent. from the said con1mittee, also reported, that they had drafted a 
bill to declare the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of N ewfdland on the coast 
of Labrador and the Islands thereunto adjoining, and to appoint a sheriff of Labra
dor, and for other purposes, which he presented, and tne sa.rne \vas read a -firsttitne. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr .. Winser, 

9rdered,-That the said bill be read a second time on Mondtl;y nex:t. 

Mr. Kent moved, in amendment, seconded by l\'.Ir~ M.orris., 

~· 

.. rhat the said bill be read a second time this day six months,-which ·being ·put, 
.and the House dividing thereon, there appeared for the amendn1ent five, against .it 
four. 

For the amendment. 
Mr. Morris 
- l{ent 
- Dwyer 
- Doyle 
- Butler. 

Against the amendment. 
lVlr. Nugent. 
- Winsc•' 
- Moore 
- M'Carthy.. 

So it passed in the:affirmative, and ordered accordingly .. 

A MESSAGE ·FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

1,he l\'Jaster .. in-Chancery brought down from her .Majesty's Connell -the follow
ing written message :-

M1-. Speaker,-
Her Majesty's Council request the House of Assembly will furnish this House · 

with the particulars of the sums of ''two hundred and twenty pounds" proposed to 
<lefray ''outstanding claims," and" two hu.ndred and thirty pounds" for" the com
pletion of work on hand," in a bill entiled " an act for granting to her Majesty a 
supply of money for the making and repairing of roads, streets and bridges in this 
colony, and to regulate the expenditure of the same." 
Council Chamber, ~ 
13th March, 1840. S 

JAMES SIMMS, 

A.nd then the messenger withdrew. 
Senior Member Presiding. 

Notice of poor· house ·bm 

Revenue bill 

'Bill to 'declare the ju
risdiction of the Sqpreme 
Court &c. 

... ·-. .......... "'\ . .... 
r r-. • .. . ~ j 

r _, ;:" '; 
i't~ .. ~ ~..ti~" 

·Message from her Ma: 
jesty 's Council. 

. . ·-
"1.. #. , t"'. 

....._.. .. . ,,. 



• .\.catlemv bill 
~ 

Sheriffs bill. 

Bill for the deeision of 
dfferences between mas
ters and servants read2d 
time 

!louse in · comn1ittee on 
Bill to regulate emp:ln
neUiog juriea 

:Report. 

.·... . 
j 
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i\lr. Nugent, pursuant to notice and and leave granted, presented a bill to es
tablish an academy in this colony, and the same 'vas read a first time. 

· ·Ordei·e d,-1"'bat the sa.id bill be read a second time on Mon~ay next. 

Mr. ~ugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill 
'to regulate the office of Sheriff, and to make provision for the appointment of 
a Sheriff in each Judicial District in this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
:mentioned, and the same 'vas read a first time. 

·ordered-That the said bill be l·ead a second tirne on lVlonday next. 

Pursuant to the ordei· of t&e day, a bill for the more easy and less expensive de
cision of differences bet\veen masters, mistresses, and their servants and appren
tices in this colony, was read a second time. 

'On motio11 of l\fr. Nug·ent, se·conded by Mr Moore, 

Ordered,-=-'"fhat the said bill be committed to :a committee ·of the whole llouse. 

· Resolved,-That this llouse \vi1l, on Wednesday next, resolve itself into ;a com
·mittee ·of the ·"·hole lJouse on the-consideration of the said bill. 

I 

Agreeably 'to the order ot' the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the who'le House 1>n t_he consideration of a bill to regulat~ the u1anner of ern
pannelling jnries in the Suprerne_·and Cen~ral C~rcuit Courts in this Island, and 
to determine the qualification of jurors in ·the said Courts-, . 

· Mr. Speak.er left the chaiv. 

Mr. Doyle took the chair of the co1nmittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. .. 

The chairman reported from the co1nmittee lhat they had gone 'ihroagh the said 
bill and had agreed to the same without any amendment. 

01·tlered;-,.fhat rihe said bill be engrossed and read a third time 
on 'l,uesda y next. 

fl'hen the House adjourned until 1\londay next, at one ofthe clock. · 

MONDA v; March ·f6, 1840 

na:~ug~nt ga~e notice d~at ~o-morrow he would move for leave to-
~. .bring 1n a bill for appo1nt1ng an officer to collect the revenues on 

.. 
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the coast of l ... abraclor, and for otner purposes,-also, a bill to regulate the 
fees i11 the Police Offices of this colony ~ 

Mr. \Vinser, pursuant to notice on the 13th instant, presented an address to his 
'Excellency the Governur, praying that his Excellency would cause certain re
turns to be laid before this house, which he read in his place, and afterwards de
livered it in at the Clerk's table, \Vhere it was again read as follows: 
.. 

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq. 
()ompanion qf the Most Honorable 
Militar·y Order of tile Bath., Governor 
and Commande'r-in-l)hief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland anil its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

~fay it please your Excellency,-
."J'he House of Assernb1y respectfully request that your Excellency 'vill be 

pleased to cause to be laid before this House the following returns, viz. 

A statement of all spil·its i1nported into Saint .John's the last three 
years ending the 5th January, : 840, stating in each separate year the quantity, the 
persons hy \Vhom imported, of\vhat country the produce, \vhat part of it export
ed, and by \vbat persons, what part of it the duty paid, and by \Vhat persons-sta
ting the I tnperial and (;olonial duty separate,-also, a particular statement of the 
value of goods, \Vares and merchandizc irnported into St. John's, ~he last three 
years separately, stating by \Vhorn imported, and by whom the duties were paid, 
an<l the sn1n pnid by each person. 

l·lesolvell~ . . 1,hat the said address be adopted and engrosserl. 

Orrlere(l,-l~hat ~1r. \\7.inser and Mr. Nugent be a cornmittee to present the 
snid address to his Excellency. 

• 
Agreeably to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to declare vacant the seats 

of )1 crn!)ers of the Assen1bly of this Colony in certain cases, and to make provision 
.for tl~e <.' !ection of t\1 en1bcrs in their stead, \Vas read a third time. 

On n1otio11 of l\tlr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Winser, . 
Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be'' An act t.o declare 

' vacant tha seats of 1nr;rnhers of tho Assembly of this colony in certain cases, and 
to make provision for the election of members in their stead.'' 
Ordere~-That l\1r. Nugent and lVlr .. Winser do carry the said bill up to her 

lVIajesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to establish an academy in this colony, 
\Vas read a second time. 

I 

On motion of Mr. N agent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 
Ordered,-Tbat the said bill be committed to a comn1ittee of the whole House, 

Resolved,-That this House '1vi11, on Wednesday next- resolve itself into a com-
mittee of the whole IJouse on the consideration of the said bill. . 

Address to his Excel .. 
lency presented & read. 

Vacancy bill read third 
time. 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Academy bill read 2d 
time. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill for the protection of the revenue in New- Revenue bill read 2d 
foundland, \Vas read a second time· time 

On motion of Mr. Nugent seconded by Mr. Winser, 
Ordered,-That the said bill be committed to a committeeotthe whole House· 
Resolved,-That this House will, on Wedilesday next, resolve itself into a com-

1nittee of the \vhole House on the conside-ration of the said bill. · 

\ 

• 
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Sheriffs hill read2d time J>ursuant to the order of the day, a bill to regulate the office of Sheriff, and to 
inake provision for the appointment of a Sheriff in each Judicial District in this 
Colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned, 'vas read a second time. 

• 

Poor house bill 

On motion of ~j r.. Nugent, seconded by iVJ r. '\l inser, 

Ordere(f,-'l'hat the said bill be comn1itted to a co1nmittee of the \vhole IIouse. 

Resolved,-1.,hat this House \vilJ, on Thursday next.. resolve itself into a com
·mittec of the \Vhole House on the consideration of the said bill. 

Then the IJousc adjourned until \\rednesday next, at one of the clock . 

__ . _____ .. ..,...._ ....... ______ _ 

'l\7ED'NESD_4.Y, Jllarch 18, 1840 

THE Solicitor General, pursuant to notice and leave gTanted, presented 
a bill to provide for the establishme11t of an a]n1s 11ouse a11d "vork

house i11 the to\vn of St. John's, and the sa111e \Vas read a first time. 

Ordered,-'J'hat the sa;id bill be read a second tin1e on Tuesday next. 

Bill to establish fees &c Mr. I\' ugent, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to estab-

llevenue bill 

Public lands bill-

Re .. committed-

Report. 

lish the fees to be taken by the Clerks of the Peace, and to regulate the Police 
Departn1ent throughout the colony, and the same \Vas read a first tin1e. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second ti1ne on Friday next. 

Mr. ·Nugent., pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a bill to provide 
-for the collection of the Revenue, and for the execution of the processes of the Su .. 
preme Court of N e\vfoundland, on the coast of Labrador, and the Islands there
unto adjoining, and the same n'as read a first tin1e. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be read a second time on Friday next. 

The order of the day for the third reading of an engrossed bill to provide for the 
disposal of public lands of this colony, &c., being-read-

Mr. Morris moved, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said biJI be now re-committed to a committee of the whole 
-House on the re-consideration of the same. 

And the I-louse resolved itself into the said committee accordingly. 

'Mr. Speak:er left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took tl1e chair of the com1nittee. 

l\1r. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman ·reported from the committee that they had gone thro' the said hill, 
and had made several amendments therein, which they had directed him to report to 
-the House, and he -delivered the bill with the an1endments in at .the Clerk~s table. 
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And the said an1endments having been read throughout, were, upon the ques
tion .severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third time Engrossed. 3dreading 

presently. 

Agreeably to order, the said engrossed bill was _ .. ead a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be '' An act to provide 
for ~he disposal of public lands in this colony, and for other purposes mentioned 
therein." 

Ordc1 .. ed,-Tbat Mr. Mo1 .. ris and Mr. Nugent do carry the said bill up to her 
M ajesty~s Council and desire their concurrence. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, an engrossed biJl to regulate the manner 
of ernpannelling juries in the Suprerne and Central Circuit Court~ in this Island 
\Vas read a third time. 

On i11otio11 of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. McCarthy, 

' Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be " an Act to regu
late the n1anner of empannelling Juries in the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts 
of this Island, and to determine the qualification of Jurors in the said Courts.'' 

Ordered,-rrhat ~1 r. Nugent and ~fr. McCarthy do carry the said bill up to 
her l\'1 n jest y's Counci I and desire their concurrence. 

P ursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a comtnittee of 
the vvhole H ouse on the consideration of a bill to encourage the \Vhale fishery in 
this Island. 

~fr. Speaker left the cl1air. 
1. 

~Ir. IvlcCarthy tool{ the chair of the committee ~ 

lVJr. S]Jeaker resu1n ed the chair: 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Bill to regulate empan-
nelling juries read third 
time 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

House in committee on 
Bill to encourage whale 
fishery 

The chair n1an reported from the committee that they had made some progress lteport 
in the business to them referred, and had directedj hirn to move for leave to sit 
again on the further consideration of the same. 

Ordered,-That the said com1nittee have ]eave to sit again • 

.JI. JJ-'J essage .from His Excellency the Governor 

The hon. 1\t]r. Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the bar, acquainted the 
House that he had a rnessage from his Excellency the Governor, signed by his Ex· 
cellency, which he presented to the House. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

The said message was then read by Mr. Speaker as follows :--

H. PRESCOTT,-
The Governor transmits to the House of Assembly a statement of claims for the 

support of impotent paupers; idiots, and orphans. 

Messag~ from his Ex-. 
cellency 

-.- ... 

.~,.. ....... ·~ . . . 
.. • ·--re • • "'' 



. . 

To lie o~ the taole. 

House in committee on 
Aca<lemy Bill 

Report , 

Engrossed 3d reading 

Notice of addresses to 
his Excellency. 
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These claims have been exan1ined and ascertained, as the I-louse 'vill perceive, 
by gentlen1en conversant with such matters, and it is believed that they \Vill be 
found oorrecr; but for the avoidance of evils consequent upon such errors as occur
red in the act lately passed, \Vhich, b.y raising ungrounded expectations, operate ve
ry injuriously upon the humblest class of Society, his Excellency would recom
mend to the consideration of the House the expediency of voting the requisite surn, · 
\vithout any individual application thereof. Of the tnoney already appropriated 
for enactment, there remained £154 8 10; consequent I y, to discharge existing de
mands, and to defi·ay expenses incurred by their investigation, £271 I 0 0 , .. v ill be 
required. , 

Governrncnt I J ouse, ) 
17th ~Jarch, 1840 ~ 

Ordered,-That the said n1essage and statement do lie upon the table to be pe
rused by the Members of the House. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the \vhole I-louse on the consideration of a ·hill to establish an academv in this co-
lony. 

Mr. ·s11eaker left the cl1air. 

l\tlr. Ke11t tool\. the chai1· of the co111111ittee~ 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 

- ol 

The chaii<man reported froni the cotntnittee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had 1nade some an1endments therein, which he \Vas directed to report to 
the House; and he delivered the bill with the an1endments in at the Clerk's t.able. 

r\ ncl the said amend1nents having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
.severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

0 1rdered,-·That the said bill as an1ended be engrossed and read a third time 
on Friday next. 

Mr. [\·]orris gave notice that on to-n1orro\v he would move an address to his Ex
cellency the Governor, in reference to his Ex·cellency's n1essage to this I-louse, 

. transmitting an application fron1 Assistant Judge Brenton, for a retiring pension. 

Mr. ~ugent gave notice that to-morrow he 'vould move an address to his Ex
cellency the Governor, respectfully requesting his Excellency to issue his ~·arrant 
for discharging the claims for the support of paupers, &c., in accordance \Vith his 
-Excellency's message of this day. 

Then the house adjourned until to-n1orrow at one of the clock-. 

.. , 
r 

' l 

THURSDAY, Ma1~ch I 9, 1840. 

Address to.his Excellen
cy presented and read 

MR. Morris, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented an address to his ExceL 
..l. lency the Governor, which he read in his placP, and after\vards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's table, where it was again read as f ollo\vs .:-
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To his Excellency Henry P1~escott, Esq. Addresses to his Excel. 
Companion of the Most Honorable lency presented & read 

, 

Milita'ry Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commande'r-in-l"hief in and over 

. the Island of Newfoundland anil its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please your Excellency,~ 

Tho I-louse of Assembly bcg~to acquaint your Excellency, that having taken 
your Excellency's ~f essage of 17th January last, ( trans1nitting to this House an 
application fron1 assistant Judge Brenton for a retiring pension) into considera
tion, the House regret they cannot comply \Vith your Excellency's \Vishes upon 
that subject, by voting any sum as a ret~ring· salary to Mr. Bren~on. 

llesolved, . . 1,hat the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Or<lered,-That Mr. Morris and the Solicitor General be a comn1ittee to pre
sent the said address to his Excellency. 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice on the 12th instant, presented an addre.ss to his 
Excellency the Governur, which he read in his place, ~ .nd afterwards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's table, \vhcre it \iVas again read as follo\vs: 

, 

1lo ~his Excellency~ He1iry Prescott, Esq., 
Conipanion of tile _Most Hono'rable 
Jffilitary Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Con1·1nander-in-Cltief in and over 
tlie Island of Neiv.foundland~<tnd its De
penllencies,. <j-c. ~c. 

i\'1 :1y it piease your Excellency-

rfhc House of Asscrnbly respectfully request your ·Excellency \Viii please 
order that the returns of f(ines, Forfeitures, and Penalties, tnade by the Judicia], 
!'Vl<~;istcrial, and Custon1s Depart1nent in the Central District, and by the Supreme 
{Jou rt, as ordered by your Excellency in compliance with an address of this House, 
be laid before the I-louse v.rithout delay, and that the Returns from the Outports be 
accelerated, as far as n1ay Le consistent \vith the public service. 

Tho I-louse, in inaking this respectful request, beg leave to observe that their 
<lesire of bringing the business of the Session to a close, renders it at this protracted 

' period necessary. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed .. 

Ordered,;._ That l\lr. Nugent and l\1r. Winser be a:committee .. to present the 
said address to his Excellency. 

L\. petition of John "fho1npson, Richard Brooking, and others, inhabitants of Old 
Perlican, was presented by Mr. Moore, and the sa1ne was received and read,-

Praying for a grant of a sum sufficient for building a bridge over .At\dmiral's 
Brook, and making a main street through Old Perlican, and for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. 'Vinser, 

_01·dered,--Tbat the said petition be referred to the committee on roads and 
bridges. 

. .. 

.. 

l. - - .. --- ,4 

I 

Petition of J. Thomp
son and others 

' 

Ref erred to committee' 
on roads and bridges 



Petit10n ot J Thompson 
an<l others t 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

Petition T. Tobin and 
others 

.. 

To lie on the table. 

Bill to repeal registra
tion of voters act read 
3d time 

House in committee on 
bill for decision of diffe
rences &c. 

Report , 

\ 

... 
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i\ petition of John 1,hornpson, John Burt, and others, inhabitants of Old Perli
can, \iVas presented hy l\1r. Moore, and the sa1ne \Vas received and read,-

Praying for a grant of an adequate sutn to con1pletc the road bet\veen Old Per
lican and H ant's Harbor, and for erecting certain bridges. 

On 1notion of i\1r. ~Ioore, seconded by 1\r1r. "\Vinser, 
• 

Ordered,--That the said petition be referred to the com1nittee on roads and 
bridges. 

A petition of Thomas 'l~obin of St. John's, was presented by Mr. Nugent, and 
the san1e \Vas received and read, setting forth,-

1"'hat Petitioner for 35 years, as a Fishern1an, paid dues on account of Green
\vich Hospital, in Ne\vfoundland, and also paid dues under the act of 6th, 'V. 4, 
Cap. 1, for the support of sick and disabled fishern1en, and others. That in the 
year 1837, petitioner 'vas afflicted with a chronic affection and stiffness of his hip 
joint, \vhich disabled him fron1 earning a livelihood.-'fhat petitioner, having re
ceived his certificate fron1 the CoJlectors of Hospital dues, as required by the act, 
he \Vas admitted into the St. John's l-lospital, and there continued under ~urgical 
treatment for about t\vo years, but being· deemed incurable, he \Vas discharged fron1 
the said llospital, \vithout any provision or means of support for himself and fami
ly. Petitioner therefore prays the interference of the House, so that himself and. 
fan1iiy inay be provided for. 

1 Orde1·ecl,--That the said petition do lie upon the table. 

~Jr. Nugent gave notice that to-n1orro\v he 'vould inove an address to his Excel ... 
]ency the Governor upon the subject of the said petition of '"fhomas 'f obin. 

I>ursuant to the order of the day, a bill to repeal an act for registering tho 
names of persons entitled to vote at e!ections, and to n1ake n1ore effectual pro;-ision 
for the san1e, \Vas read a second ti1ne. 

On i11otio11 of Mr. Nugent, seco11ded by Mr. \Vi11ser, .. 

Ordered-That the said bill be con1mittcd to a con1mittee of the \vhole House. 
I 

llesoluetl,-That this 1--Jouse \Vill to-rnorro\V resolve itself into a committee of 
the \vhole House on the consideration of the said bill. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the 1-:louse resolved itself into a con1rnit.tce 
of the \Vhole House on the consideration of a bill for the more easy and less expen
sive decision of differences between masters and mistresses and their servants and 
apprentices, in this colony. 

Nlr. Speal,er left the chair. 

Mr. Doy le took tl1e chair of the co111mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the cl1air. 

The chairman reported fi"om the committee that they had 111ade some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed hin1 to move for leave to sit again 
on the further consideration of the sarne. 

Ordered,-That the said co1n1nittee have leave to sit again. 
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' 

On n1otio11 of Mr. N11gent, seconded by Mr. Morris, 

Resolved,-That the said bill be printed for the use of the members. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole House on the consideration ofa bill to regulate the office of Sheriff, 
and to inake provision for._ the appointment of a Sheriff in each Judicial district in 
this colony, and for other purposes mentioned therein. 

l\lr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Kent took the cl1air of the comn1ittee. 

i\1r. Speaker resu111ed the chair. 

, 

House in committ~e on 
Sheriffs bill. 

T)le chait1nan reported fron1 the cotnmittee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had 1nade some an1endments therein, which he was directed to report to Report 

the House; and he delivered the bill \Vith the an1endments in at the c:Ierk's table. 

And the said amendtnents having been read throughout, were, upon the question 

severa11y put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-·That the said bill as atnended be engrossed and read a third time 
on 'Tuesday next. 

Mr. fV]nrris gave notice that to .. rnorrow he \Vould bring under the consideration 
of the I-louse the appointment of one of its members to the office of Colonial Trea
surer of this colony . 

• 

'fhen the house adjourned until to-1norro\V at one of the clock .. 

FRIDAY, Jllarch 20, 1840.· 
• 

MR. Winser, from the committee appointed on the 16th inst. to pr.e-
sent to 11is Excellency,. the Governor an adclress of the House pray

i11g his Excellency to cat1se to be laid before this House certain Custom 
House retur11s, reported that they had presented the said address, when his 
Excellency "\!Vas pleased to reply as follows : 

Gentlemen, 

r; 
I . ; 
u 

Report of Committee 
to present address to 
his Excellency 

The returns now requested shall be called for as far as respects articles import- His Excellency*s reply 
ed and duties paid ; but as the laying open to the public the individual transac-
tion of trade n1ight by possibility be injurious to the credit and interest of those 
concerned therein, I must decline con1pl iance with that part of the present address 
which requires the names of in1porters of goods and payers of duties. 

Governrr1ent House, ~ 
19th l\larch, 1840 .5 

• 
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Pursuant to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to establish an acadetny in 
this colony, \Vas read a thit·d ti1ne. 

I 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by ~Ir. W inser 

Resolved,-THat the said bill do pass, and that the title be'' An act to estab
lish an Academy in this colony.'' 

Ordered,-That l\1r. Nugent and 1V1r. Winser do carry the said bill up to her · 
l\'Iajesty's Council and d~sire their concurrence. 

A petition of Wn1. Ed\vard Taylor, of St. John's, \Vas presented by Mr. Kent, 
(who stated in his place that he had his Excellency's consent to present the same) 
and the said petition vras received and read, setting forth: , 

Tbat in the month of September, 1838, there \Vere imported into St. John's by ' 
the brig i\. nn Johnston, Corbin, n1aster, from I j verpool, a quantity of \Vines of va
r~ous qualities 'vhich \Vere du1y entered at the Custon1 House for 'vare house by 
l\1r. John Ho\vle~; the in1porter thereof, on the 5th day of Sept., 1838 . 

• 

That a1nong the said wines \Vere t'vo casks, No. I & 2, containing t\vo hundred 
and sixty t\vo gallons, which \Vere then supposed to be sherry, and were entered 
as such. , 

,.fhat in the tnonth of .I\'.Iay last, petitioner purchased the two last 1nentioned 
casks of \Vine frotn the said John 1-lo\vley, as and for sherry wine, and paid for the 
satne accordingly; and on or about the 18th day of December last, petltioner 
paid Colonial duty for the san1e as sherry \Vine at ona shilling per gallon . 

. 
That upon taking the san1e out of Bond it proved to be not sherry \Vine, but 

sn1all \vine, under the value of2s 6d per gallon, and in fact of the like quality as , 
olher wine, part of the san10 in1portation 'vhich was entered for duty at the value 
of Js IOd per gallon, and therefore subject only to the duty of 6d per gallon. 

l"'hat petitioner has therefore overpaid for duty as follon·s, viz.-On two l~un· 
dred and sixty t \vo gallons of wine, at sixpence per gallon •. six pounds eleven 
shillings, sterling. 

Petitioner therefore hunibly prays that the IJouse '"ill be pleased to gra1it hi1n 
the said sum of six pounds eleven 1shillings to indemnify him for the loss so sustain
ed as af orcsaid. 

. CusToM-HousE, St. John's, 18th :Vlarch, 1840. 
I certify that the facts set forth in the annexed petition are correct, so far us this 

Depart1nent is concerned. 
J.M. SPEARI\fAN. 

On inotion of Mr. Kent, seconded by Mr. ~1orris, 

Ordered,-l.11at the said petition be referred to the con1mittee of supply. 
' 

Bill to establish fees &c Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to establish the fees to be taken by the 
ead 2d time Clerk of the Peace, and to regulate the Police Department throughout the colony, 

\Vas read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by i\1r. Winser, 

01·dered,-That the said bill be committed to a cornmittee of the whole House. 

Resolved,-That this House will, on Monday next, resolve itself into a commit-
~ tee of the whole House on the consideration of the said bilJ.· 

I 
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Pursuant to the order of the day, a bill to provide for the collection of the reve- Remue bill 
nue, and for the execution of the processes of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland 
on the coast of Labrador, was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by I\1r. l\1oore, 

Ordered,-That the said bill be committed to a committee of the whole House. 

R.esolved,-That this House wiH, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a commit
tee of the whole House on the consideration of the said bill . 

.A. .hi essage .from His Excellency the Gove1·nor 

The hon. Mr Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 
house that he had a 1nessage from his Excellency the Governor, signed by his 
Excellency, and he presented the same to the house .. 

And then the messenger \v.ithdrew .. 

The said message was read by Mr. Speaker as foflows.: 
I 

l~he Governor thinks it right to transmit an additional account rece'ived from 
the Gentlemen appointed to investigate pauper claims and distresses, but he has 
at the same time to inforn1 the I-louse that he has directed these gentlemen to con
.sider their labours on this head as closed. 

(;overnrnent 11 ouse, ~ 
20th ~1arch~ 1840 5 

On n1otio11 of Mr. Nug~ent, seco11ded by Mr. Winser, 

Ordered,-That the said tnessage -and account do lie on the table to be petnsed 
.by the mernbers of the house . ... 

A MESSAGE .FR01''1 HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

,.fhe Master-in-Chancery brought down from her )fajesty's ·Council the follow
ing \Vritten message :-

.ZUr. Speaker,-

Her Majesty's Council acquaint the House of ~ssembly that they have passed 
the bill sent up for the concurrence of this house, entitled ''An act to repeal an act 
-entitled '' An act to revest in the Treasury the sum of one thousand five hundred 
pounds granted. to her Majesty !lnder an acl ~asseain the first yea~ of the reign of 
her present Majesty and rema1n1ng u-nappropr1ated, and to appropriate the same for 
the purpose of fucilitating a communication by steam between the port of St. John's 
-and the port of Halifax in the J>rovince of Nova Scotia," and to make further pro
vision for facilitating a communication by steam between said ports of St. John's 
and 1-Ialifax, without amendment. 

Council Chamber, 
20th March, 1840. 

And then the messenger withdrew. 

JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Member Presiding. 

Message from ·his E~ .. 
cellency 

Message Crom -her Ma.: 
jesty's Council. 

' 

.,...-.._ -
-,>---~-· 

\ 
\ . 
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tt ... On·motion of Mr. Kent, seconaed by 1\1r. Morris, 

· That a message be sent to her l\'lajesty's Council, furnishing then1 with . the in
formation requested in their message to this House of the 13th inst. 

Mr. Nugent inoved in amend1nent, seconded by Mr. l\loore, 

That all the words in the said motion after the word " that'' be expunged, and 
the following substituted, viz.-" a committee be appointed to ~earch the journals 
of her Majesty's Council for the proceedings had upon a bill to· raise upon loan the 
sum of £13,500 for the making and repairing of streets, roads and bridges in this 
colony;'' which being put, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the 
amendment four, against it four. 

For -the amendment. 

Mr. Nugent. 
- M'Carthy. 
- Winser 
- Moore 

Aga.inst fhe amendment. 

Mr. l\1orris 
- Kent 
- Dwyer 
- Solicitor General. 

And the house being equally divided, Mr. Speaker gave his casting vote against 
· the amendment, and so it passed in the negative. 

The original motion was then put, and the house divided thereon as follo\vs: 

For the motion-

Mr. Morris 
. , Solicitor General 
.. Kent 
... Dwyer 

Against the motion-

1\1r. ~ ugent 
•• M'Garthy 
. . Winser 
.. . Moore 

And the house being equally divided, Mr Speaker gave his casti11g vote in fa
vour of the motion. So it passed in the affirmative, and ordered accordingly. 

Ordered,-Th-at Mr. Kent and Mr. Morris do cornmunicate tl1e said n1essage 
to her Majesty's Council. 

Address to his Excel. Mr. Nugent, pursuant to 11otice on the 18th instant, presented an address to his 
lency presented & read Excellency the Governor, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it 

in at the Clerk's table, where it was a_gain read as follows: 

I 

l 

··?~(1 . .. . "- . .., 
To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq . 

Companion qf the Most Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commande·r-in-l'hief in and over 
ihe Island of N~wfoundland anti its 
Dependencies, etc. etc. 

May it please your Excellency,-

The t:louse of. Assembly having taken into consideration your Excellency's 
message.of last Wednesday respecting toe claims of certain persons for sup
porting orphans, idiots, infirm and casual poor, request your Excellency 

f . .. .. 
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will please to order the payment of two hundred and seventy one pounds ten shil
lings out of that portion of the sum of £5000 granted in 1885, by the Imperial 
Parliament, for the service of this colony, and now remaining unappropriated, 
which, with the sum of one hundred and fifty four pounds eight shillings and ten-

, pence, already placed at the disposal of your Excellency, will make up the sum re
quired· 

In thus praying your Excellency to defray these charges, the House of .\ssem
bly beg leave to express their unqualified disapproval of the continuance of the sys
tem of voting sums of the Revenues generally for the support of the poorin ·particu
lar localities; and they particularly object to the system of voting sums for the 

· casual poor, as from a review of the persons returned with your Excellency's mes
sage, they are of opinion that the amount of good produced by relieving a few de
serving objects is 1nore than counterbalanced by the encouragement afforded to 
the idle and extravagant. 

Resolved, . • That th~ said address be adopted and engrossed. . 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winser be a committee to present the 
said address to his Excellency. 

'fhen the House adjourned until ~Jonday next, at one of the clock. 

l\foNDAY; March 23, 1840. 

M R. Nug,ent, fron1 the committee ·appoi11ted 011 tl1e 19th inst. to pre
sent an address of the House to his Excellenc)r the Governor pray

·ing that certain returns be laid before this House, requested in a former 
address, reported that they had presented the said address accordingly., 
·when his Excellency \tVas pleased to reply as follows.: 

·Gentlemen, 

Report of CL 
to present ad'
his Excellency 

Such of the Returns requested in this address of the House of Assembly of the His Exoellen~y'• 1reply 

·18th February as have been received, shall be immediately transmitted to the , 
.J-Iouse. 

Government 'House, l 
23d March, 1840. S 

l\1r. Morris, from the committee appointed on the 19th 'inst.· lo present an ad
dress of this House to his Excellency the Governor, in reference to his Excellen
.cy's message to the House, transmitting an. application from assistant Judge Bren
ton~ for a retiring pension, reported that they had attended to that duty. 

Mr. Speaker )aid before the House a letter from the hon. Mr. ·Secretary .. Crow
dy, transmitting, as required by an -address of the House of the 18th February, . re
turns of Fines, and Forfeitu·res in1posed in the several Courts following,-Viz: 

The Supreme and Central Circuit Courts, the Northern Circuit Court, the Sesa 
sions-St. John.'s, Harbor Grace, Brigus and Ferryland. 

Report of committee ap 
pointed to present ad 
dress to his Excellency 

Letter from hon Mr• 
·secretary Crowdy · 
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·To lie on the table. Orde1·ed,--.. rhat the said returns do lie upon the table, to be perused by the 
M.embers of the House-( For which returns, see Appendix.) . 

Notice of address to his t 
Excellency Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-tnorro\v he would move an address to his Ex

cellency the Governor, calling his Exce.llency's attention to the returns of For
feitures of s\vine, fi·om the Court of Sessions in the Central District, and -praying his 
Excellency to take the opinion of her l\f ajesty's Attorney and Solicitor-General 
for this Island, as to the Jegality of deducting costs fi·on1 the process of the sale of 
s'1vinc, forfeited under the provisions of the act 3, Wm. 4th, ( :ap. 8. 

Petition of P. Leary 
and others 

Referred to committee 
on roads and bridges 

House in committee on 
Bill to repeal registra
tion or voters act 

Report , 

. , 
, 

Sheriff's ;bill read thirtl 
• time 

.~ petition of Patrick Leary, John 1"1ansfield, and others, inhabitants of Cat's 
·Cove, and its vicinity, was presented by i\'lr. Godfrey, and the san1e was received 
anp read,-

' 

Praying for a grant of a sufficient su1n to 1nake a Road through the said 1-lar
bor. 

On motion of Mr. Godfrey, seconded by Mr. M'Carthy, 

·ordered,-That the said petition be referred t-0 the comrnittee on roads and 
bridges. 

M·r. Winser gave notice that to-morro•vV he \Vo1ild move that the hon. Metnber 
for Bonavista, the Solicitor General, do account for the Fines received by him in 
the spring tern1 of the Northern Circuit Court, 1839. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole llouse on the consideration of a bill to repeal an act for registering the 
names of persons entitled to vote .at elections, and to n1ake more effectual provision 
·for the same. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

The Solicitor-Ge11eral took tl1e cl1air of the co1nmittee. 

Mr. Speaker resu1ned the chair. 

The cha"irman reported fron1 the co1nmittee that they had gone through the said 
bill and had a~reed to :the sarne~without amendment . .. 

Ordered,-·That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time on Thursday 
"n ext. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morro\v at one of the clock .. 

TUESDAY, March 24, 1840. 

AGREEABLY to the order of tbe day, an engrossed bill to regulate the office 
of Sheriff, and to make provision for the appointment of a Sheriff in each Ju

dicial District, was read a third tin1e. 

·on motion of Mr. Nug~nt, seconded by Mr. Winser, 
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Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be ''an Act to regu
late the office of Sheriff, and to make provision for the appointment of Sheriffs in 
each judicial district in this colony, and for other purposes therein 1nentioned." 

Ordered,-That l\1r. Nugent and ~Ir. Winser do carry the said bill up to her 
Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Mr. \Vinser gave notice that to-morro\\' he would move an address to his Excel
lency the Governor, praying that his Excellency would cause to be laid before the 
House a staternent of the appropriation of all sun1s of money received as duties in 
her l\·tajesty's Customs, for the two years ending the 5th January, 1840. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he would tnove an address to his Excel
lency the (;overnor, praying his Excellency to cause to be laid before this House 
returns of _Fines, l~orfeitures, and Penalties, decreed, levied, or paid in the Cus
toms department, and by order of the Governor in Council, in the two years ending 
the 5th ~Jareb, 1840. 

Mr. Morris g'ave notice that to-morro'v he would move an address to his Excel
lency the Governor, respectfully requesting his Excellency to cause to be laid be
fore the I-louse copies of all correspondence tha~ have taken place bet\veen the 
(~ollector of her Majesty's Custo1ns and the l .. ords of the 'rreasury, or the Commis
sioners of Custorns, on the loss likely t.o occur to the Revenue by the irnportation 
-0f spirits into this Island, the produce and manufacture of countries \Vithin the li
n1its of the East India CornpanJ'~ Charter. 

Pa11ed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Notice of addresses to 
hia Excellency. 

l\'I r. Nugent, pursuant tq notice on the 19th instant, presented an address to his Addres1 to his Exe 
l~xcellency the (;overnor, which he read in his place, and aftei·wards delivered it lency presented & n ... 

in at the Clerk's table, \vhere it \Vas again read as follows; 

To 

~fay it please your Excellcncy,-

h·is Excellt3ncy Henry P1·escott, Esq .. , 
l'ompanion <?f the Most Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Con11nande1·-in-l 1hief in and over 
tlie Island of Newfoundland and its 
De1>endencit's, ~c. o/c. 

The House of Assen1bly have taken into their serious consideration a petition of 
t'fhomas ,.f ob1n, of St .• John's, fiisherman, complaining, that having for thirty-five 
years, as a Fisherman, paid dues on account of Greenwich Hospital in Ne\vfoand
Iand, and having also paid dues undea· the Act 6th, \V. 4, chap. I, for the support 
of sick and disabled Fishern1en, and others, \Vas, in the year 1837, stricken with 
sickness, whence he became afflicted with a chronic affection and stiffness of the 
hip joint, which has totally incapacitated l1im from earning a livelihood.-rfhat in 
the beginning, having received his certificate from the Collector of Hospita) dues, 
as 1·equired by the act, he was received in the St. John's Hospital, and there conti
nued under surgical treatment f.Jr nearly two years, but being deemed incurable 
he was discharged from the said Hospital and sent abroad without any provision 

· for, or means of support for himself, his \Vife, or infant child. j 

The ~ssemb1y perceiving fi .. om the accounts attached to the said petition that 
the statement of his having duly paid his Hospital dues as required by the said act, 
& also observing by the certificate of the Surgeon of the said Fisherman's Hospital 
annex~d to the said petition, that the statement of his having been admitted into, 
and discharged fron1 the said l-lospital, is true in every particular-and further, 
perceiving by the said certificate that he continues to labour under a chronic af-

' 

·- ..... -;-. ...,:- ...... -... 

. . 
... ' .... 
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fection, and~stiifness in the hip joint, and is thus "disabled'' from earni ng a liveli
hood, and looking to the provisions of the said act, regarcJ his discharge fi·om the 
said Hospital, \Vithout a sufficient provision as an extern patient~ as an illegal and 
arbitrary act of the Board of Directors of the ~~id HospitaJ~ aud as the complain
ant is a pauper, and has 8ought the protection o ~-- ti e Legis~at u~"e in his inability to 
obtain legn I redress, pray your Excellency to n.hf t'"1 ct her (\1 aj0sty's Attorney-Ge
neral to take the necessary steps to obtain fo1 hirn those rights from \Vhich he has 
been thus in1properly detruded. 

llesolved, . . 1,hat the said address be adopted an<l engrossed. 

Orderell,-rrhat ~\.1r. Nugent and l\'Ir. Winser be a committee to present the 
said a<l<lress to his Excellenc:y. 

On rnotion of Mr. N ugcnt, seconded ~y ~l r. ~\7 inscr, 

House in com1nittee on llfsol1~etl,-1-;;hat this House do IlO\V resolve itself into a cotnmittce of the whole 
privilege IJouse on privilege. 

Report , 

.. 

And the House resolved itself into ,the said committee accordingly .. 

l\1r. Speaker left tl1e cl1air. 

lVIr. l\IcCartl1y~ took the cl1air of tl1e co1n111ittee. 

lVlr. Speak~er resu111ed the cl1air. 

'l,he ch:1irn1an reported froni the con1lnittee that they had considered the busi
ness to them referred, and had co1ne to certain resolutions thereon, which they had 
directed him to report to the tt·ouse; and he read the said resolutions in his place, 
and after\vards delivered then1 in at the Clerk's table, where they \Vere again read 
as follo\Vs :-

., Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee, that in the I-louse of Assem
b1y at the present rnornent, there. are three Members holding offices of emolument 
under the (~rown, being one fifth of the entire Representative Body, and a n1ajori
ty in a quorum of the House; and that two of tho~e ~]embers continue unconstit11-
t1onally to hold their seats, notwithstanding their nomination to such offices sub-

. sequentJy to their· election and return as Mernbers. 

Resolverl;-'fhat this House regard the extension of the influence of the Cro\vn 
-in the Representative Branch of the Legislature, by the appointment of a third 
l\tle1nber of that ,.Body to an emolumentary office, while the <;rown peremptorily 

. refuse to allow the vacancy produced thereby to be fi) led, as subversive of the Con

.stitutional rights and.privileges of the popular Branch of the Legislature, and preg

.nant with danger to the public interests. 

Resolved,-That having on the 3d January consented to refrain from pressing 
. the re1noval .of .l\1r. P.o\ver, whose seat had previously beei1 by this house declared 
to have been vacated by his acceptance of an office of emolument under the Crown, 
through respect for the opinion, and deference to the wishes of her Majesty's Go-

, vernment, '' until a further representation is ·1nade by the house upon that sub
ject,'' we regret that the Executive Government should, before the decision of · 

. that question, ernbarrass t.he house by placing another member in the same 
position. / 

On n1otion of 1\'1 r. Nugent,. seconded l.>y l\1r. Moore, 
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That the said report be received-

Mr. Dwyer moved, in amendment, seconded by Mr. Doyle 

1,hat the said report be not received-which being put, and the house dividing 
thereon, there appeared for the amendment, four, against it, five. 

For the amendment. 

Mr. Doyle 
- Kent' 
- Dwyer 
- Solicitor General. 

So it passed in the J1egative. 

Against the amendment. 

Mr. Nugent. 
- M'Carthy. 
- Winser 
- Moore 
- Godfrey. 

The original motion was the11 put, \vhereupon, Mr. Kent moved in amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Dwyer, 

l .,hat the Executive, by the bestowal of offices of emolument on 1nembers of this 
House, n1ay endanger its independence, and thereby destroy public confidence in 
the Commons House of Assembly. 

1.,hat ha '?ing yielded from a sense of expediency to the resumption 011 the part of 
llJarnes Power, Esq., of his seat, after declaring it vacant, the only remedy in the 
po,ver, of the House to guard against the undue inflt1ence of the Crown, and not 
to deprive any portion of the constituency of its rights of representation, is to pass 
a bill declaring that on a member accepting an office of emolument under the 
Crown, l1is seat be vacated .. 

That a mere declaratory resolt1tion of expulsion without carrying the said reso
lutio11 into effect, is a delusion deterring members from taking their seats, and 
not fiJrcing the Executive to issue new writs to con1plete tl1e representation of the 
country. 
Whic-h bei11g put, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the amend .. 

tnent, four, against it, five . 
I 

For the amendment. 

Mr. Doyle 
.• Solicitor General 
.. Kent 
.. Dwyer 

So it passed in the negative. 

, 

Against the amendment 

l\1r. Nugent 
•• M'Garthy 
. . Winser 
. . l\1oore 
. . Godfrey. 

The said original motion was then, upon the question again'put thereon, agreed 
to by _,_the House. 

-- . ·---.... . 

..... -~~ -----··· 

'It. 
I 

··-~ '!I 

• 

9t • • ~ • 
... ... ~ .... 

•"'--... 

Mr. Nugent moved, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

' That the said report be adopted by tl1e Hot1se. ' ... ....,.... ... .. ' .. 

And the same being put, the House divided thereon as follows : ' . ... - ·- - -· - . . - -- -- . 

•\ . 

•.· 
r ,., 

·" . . . .. 
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For the motion- Against the n1otion-

l\1r. l\"ugent Mr. Doyle 
• • M'Garthy . , Solicitor General 
• • Winser • • Kent . . 
• • l\1oore • • Dwyer 
• • Godfrey. 

So it passed in the affirmative, and resolved accordingly. 
' .. 

"fhen the lJouse adjourned until Thursday next, at one of.the clock . 

1.'HURSDAY, Itlarch 26, 1840. 

MR. Nugent, from the committee appointed to present to his Excel--
lenc~y the Govern.or a11 address of the House, praying that 11is Ex

cellency would order tl1e payment of certain claims for the support of 
pat1pers, &c., out of the sum voted by the Imperial Parliament in 1835, · 
in aid of this colony, reported that they had waited 011 his Excelle11cy a11d 
presented the said address accordi11gly, when his Excellency was pleased 
·to reply as follows : 

Gentlemen, 

As the money voted by the I1npcrial Parliament In 1835, in aid ot this colony, 
has never been in any '\vay under my control or direction, my con1_pliance '\Vith the 
request contained in this address is obviously impossible. 

~ 

Governrnent flouse, ·~ 
25th f\:1arch, 1840 ~ 

A petition of Sarah, widow of the late James Blaikie, Esq. was presented by 
the Solicitor General, (who stated in his place that his Excellency the Governor 
bad consented to his presenting the same) and the said petition was .received and 
· r~ad, settting forth-

That 'the entire dependence of petitioner for the support of her farnily, being on 
the bounty of the Honse, she believes has been known to every individual member 
of it. 

. That the causes \vhich moved the House to grant petitioner in the Session before 
last, the su1n of one hundred pounds, she assures the House fully existed last year 

··when her allowance was reduced one .. half. Without entering on detail, she has only 
to assure the House that her wants at the present moment are even greater than 
they have ever been since the death of her lamented husband, and praying .the 
:House to grant her such sum a_s it may deen1 her deserving of. 
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On 1notion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. ~Joore, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be referred to the committee of supply. 

i11 

Mr. Winser, pursuant to notice on the 24th instant, presented an address to his 
Excellency the Governor, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's table, where it was again read as follows: 

, 

. . . 

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
Companion <!f the Most Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-llhief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland a.rul its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please your Excellency,~ 

,.rhe House of Assembly respectfully request that your Excelle·ncy wiil cause to 
be laid before the house a statement of the appropriation of all sums of money re
ceived as duties in her Majesty's Customs for the t\vo years ending the fifth of 
January, 1840. 

llesolved, . . 1 .. hat the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

' 

Orflered,-That ~1r. \Vinser and l\'.lr. :\1oore be a committee to present the 

said address .to his Excellency. 

l\'Ir. Nugent. pursuant to notice on the 24lh inst. presented an address to .his 
Excellency the Governor, which he read in his place, and aftern·ards delivered it 
in at the Cle rk's table, \vhere it \Vas again read as follo\vs: 

I\'Jay it please your Excellency, 

1"'o His Excellency Henr.y Prescott, 
Esq., Conipanion of the Most Hono
rable Military Order of the Bath, 
Gove'rnor and Cornm.ander-in-Chief 
in and over the Island qf Newfqund
land and its Dependt~ncies, <tc.~:~c. 

'l'he IIouse of Assen1bly request your Excellency will order a return to be made 
of all fines .. forfeitures, and penalties ordered by -the Governor in Council, specifying 
the da~e, the narr1e of the party, the nature of the offence, and the amount paid, 
-and all fines, forfeitures and penalties incurred for violation of the Customs and 
navigation laws-specifying the date and nature of the oft .. ence, a description of 
the property seized, the name of the offender, if known, the amount paid to the 
Crown on account of such seizure, and the amount of costs and charges, with the 
names of the parties to whorn such costs and charges have been paid. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-That l\fr. Winser and Mr. Nugent be a committee to present the 
same to his Excellency. 

Mr. Winser, in pursuance of notice by Mr. Morris on the 24th inst. presented 
an address of the House to his Excellency the Governor, which he read in his 
place and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where it was again read 
as follo\vs : 

Ref erred to committee 
of Supply 

Addresses to his Excel.;. 
lency presented & read 

·~ 

' } 

.. '" """ 

.. 
• 
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May it. please your Excellency, 

To His Excellency Henr.Y Prescott, 
Esq., Companion of the Most Hono-
1·able Militar.y Order of t.he Bath; 
Governor and Conimander-in-Chief ' 
in and over the Island of Newfound
land and its Dependencies, ~c. '.tc. 

1,he House of Assembly request that your Excellency will cause to be laid be
fore the House, copies of all correspondence that have taken place between 
the Collector of her Majesty's Custorns and the Lords of the Treasury, or the Com
missioners of Custorns on the loss likely to occur to the revenue by the importation 
of spirits into this island, the produce and 1nanufacture of countries within the li
n1its of the East India Company's charter. 

Resolved,-'I~hat the said address be adopted and engrossed. 
I -

Ordered,-Ffhat ~l'r. Winser and Mr. Nugent be a comn1ittee to present the 
san1e to his Excellency . 

J.l. e.1'tlessage.from His Excellency the Gove1·nor 

~l~he hon. 1\!Jr. Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 
·house that he had three 1ncssages from his Excellency the Governor, signed by his 
Excellency, and he presented t~e same to the house .. 

f-1o also presented to the House copy of a despatch dated 10th January, 1840, 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, relative to the remuneration voted tor 
the Collector of the Customs, and the salaries of the Clerk and Serjeant-at-Arms, 

. appointed by the c:rown. 

And then the n1essenger withdre\v . 
.. 

'The said messages were read by Mr. ~peaker and are as follow : 

H. PRESCOTT. 

The Governor has rnuch satisfaction in trans1nittin g to the House of Assembly 
a copy of a circular despatch on the subject of the" Blue Book." 

Governtnent 11 ouse, 
26th March, 1840. 

H. PRESCOTT. 

--o----

The Governor, in transmitting the accon1panying copy of a despatch respecting , 
the Colonial Acts of the year 1838, requests to be acquainted, for the information 
of her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, 'vhat intentions are entertained by 
the lJouse of Assembly on the subject of the 1st Vic. cap. 4, to which the llouse 
'vill perceive that reference is also made. 

Government l1ouse, ~ 

26th NI arch, 1840. 5 

. . 

' 
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H. I1 RESCOTT,-

The Governor~thinks it right to give the House of c\ssen1bly timely notice that 
the opening of the })ext Session of the Central Circuit Court is fixed for the first of 
May, and that no alteration can be made in that arrangement-consequently that 
the necessary preparations in the Court House must commence on the 27th of 
April. 

His Excellency at the same time trusts that the business of the Session~ which he 
had hoped would be completed by the end of February, may be terminated much 
earlier than the period above mentioned 

Government l1ouse, ~ 
26th ~'1arch, 1840 5 -

The several documents accompanying the said messages and the 
despatch were then read by the Clerk.-( For which see Appendix.) 

A lUESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

said copy of 

rrhe Master-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow-
• • 
1ng \Vr1tten message :-

.lJ1r. Speake1'·,-
. 

Her ~1ajesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have passed 
the bill sent up for the concurrence of this I-louse, entitled '' an Act to repeal in 
part an Act passed in the sixth year of the reign of his Jate Majesty \Villiam the 
4th, entitled an act to provide for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, fisher-
1nen, and other persons, and to authorize the appropriatio11 of monies collected un. 
der the said act,''-with some amendrnents, to 'vhich they request the concurrence 
of the ... t\ssembl v, ., 

Council (jhamber, ~ 
26th l\farch, 1840. ) 

JAMES SIMMS, 

Senior Member Presiding. 

'l'he said an1end1nents were read a first time, and are as follow :-

In the title of the Bill, 1st line-Expunge the words '~ repeal in part," and insert 
in place thereof tte word " amend.'' 

6th line-Expunge all the words after the word ''persons." 

In the Prea1nble-Expunge all the words after the wo1·d "persons" in the 6th 
line, and insert in their stead the 'vords '' and whereas in seve
ral districts directors have not been elected pursuant to the 
provisions of the said recited act." 

Expunge all the sections of the Bill, and insert in place thereof the words ''be it 
therefore enacted by the Governor Council and Assembly of Newfoundland, that in 
all cases wherein Directors have not been heretofore elected, or wherein they shall 
not be he1·eafter elected, pursuant !o the provisions of the said act, it shall and may 
be lawful ior the Governor, or person administering the Government of this Island, 
within. three months after the day appointed for such election by the said recited 
act, to nominate and appoint Directors for such districts, and also to fill up' a~y va
cancy that n1ay arise in any Board of Directors from the death, resignation, or 

Message from her Ma
jesty 's Council. 

• . ' . .. 

. . 

.. 

.. 

.· . ..... 

.. ........ -. .. 

• · .. .... -. .. i......i...f 
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absence from the Colony of any mernher or mernhers thereof, and the Directors so 
nominated and appointed sha1 l have the like po,ver and authority as those elected 
under and by virtue of the said before recited act." 

On n1otionof i\1r. Winser;seconded by t\:1r. Nugent> 
• 

'.Resolved,-'1fhat the said an1endments be read a second time this day six 
months. 

Agreeably to the order of the day an engrossed bill to repeal an act for register ... 
ing tbe names of persons entitled to vote at elections, and to make more effectual 
provision for the same, \Vas read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by l\1r. ~1oore, 

lleso[1,etl,-That the said bill do pas:, and that the title be " an Act to repeal 
an act passed i11 the 4th year of the reign of his late Majesty, en.titled " an .Act 
for registering the narnes of persons entitled to vote at elections,'' and to make 
more effectual provision for the same.'' 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and ~Jr. [\'Joo.re do carry the said bill up to her 
Iflajesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Pursuant to the order of tbe dav~ the 1-Jouse resolved itself into a cotnmittee of 
the \Vhole House on the consideration of a bill for the protection of the revenue in 
N e\vfou11dland. 

~ir. Speaker left the chair . . 
lVIr. Doy le took the chair of the co1n1nittee. 

Mr. Speaker resu111ed tl1e chair. 

~The chairman· reported fron1 the con1mittee that they had made sorne progress 
in the business to them referred, and had corne to certain resolutions thereon, which 
·he \Vas directed to report to the House ; & he read the said resolutions in his place, 
and afterwards delivered then1 in at the Clerk's table, where they '\Vere again read 
as fol lows :- · 

' 
Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that an extraordinary de

crease in the Revenues of this colony has taken place during the last t\vo years, 
\Vhich bespeaks great \vant of vigilance in the Custon1s Department. 

ResoZ.ved,-l'hat it is the opinion of this comn1ittee that the evil adverted to in 
the foregoing resolution could not be remedied by an accedence to the proposal 
made by the Collector, to place at his disposal a cutter of 25 tons burthen, for the 
protection of the Revenue. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that from the va8t extent of 
the coast of this CountrJT, and the prevalence of fog, such an accedence \Vould only 
be adding to the number, lVithout increasing the efficacy of the corps of officers of 
Customs, and \vould bo entailing an expense upon the Colony far beyond the v~lue 
of the good that coi~ld thereby be accomplished. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that an humble remon
~trance be n1adc to her Majesty's Government, complaining of the premises, and 
p·1;aying a rigid inquiry into the present alarming state of the revenue. , 
, And thesaid l~esolutions having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the 11ouse. 
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On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Ortleretl,-That the returns of fines, forfeitures and penalties from the Court 
of sessions of St. John's, be printed for the use of members. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he would movethat the Clerk be order
ed t'o procure a copy of the statutes at large, with indexes complete, .up to the end 
of the last session of the Legislature. 

· Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he would move an address to his Excel
lency the Governor on the subject of discharging the claims for paupers, &c. 

'fhen the fJouse adjourned until to-rnorrow, at one of the clock. 

FRIDAY; March 27, 1840. 

P URSUANT to the order of the day, a bill for the establishment of an 
alms-house a~d work-house in tl1e town of St. John's, was read a 

seco11d time. 

On n1otion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Ortle'fetl,-That the said bill be con1mitted to a committee of the wl1ole house. 

Resolved,-That this 11nuse will, on ~londay next resolve itself into a commit-
tee of the whole house on the consideration of the said bill. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

rfhe Master-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow
ing \Vritten message :-

Mi·. Speake1",-

Her ~fajesty's Council acquain~ the House of Assembly that they have passed 
the bill sent up for the concurrence of this House, entitled '' An act to declare 
vacant the seats of rnembers of the House of Assembly of this colony in certain 
cases, and to make provision for the ~lection of members in their stead," with 
some amendn1ents, to which they request the concurrence of the Assembly. 

JAMES SIMMS, 

Senior Member Presiding. 

Council Chamber, ~ 
27th March, 1840. 5 

The said an1endments were read a first time, and are as follow :-

In the title of the bill, 2d line, between the words "the'' and " Assembly," insert 
the words '' House of." -· 

. I 

' 
Notice of address to his 
Excellency 

Poor house bill read 2d 
time. 

Message from her Ma .. 
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In the preamble, 2d line, strike out the \Vord ,., General," and substitute the words 
'' House of.'' 

4tn line-~xpunge rhe words ''his Excellency.'' 
5th line-Expunge the words" the administrator of,'' and insert 

instead thereof the \Vords '' person adn1inistering·." 
li\t.he lst section, 4t.~ line,-Expunge all the \l'ords after the \Vord "that,'' and 
insert in lieu thereo~ " on any rnernber of the I-louse of Assembly tendering in 
\vriting under his hand, certified by the Speaker .. to the Governor .or person admi
nistering the Governn1ent for the time being, the r~signation of his seat in the said 
liouse, it shall and n1ay be la ,vful for the Governor or person administering the 
(;overnment for the time being, provided he should accept such resignation, to 
issue his \vrit, within 21 days from such acceptance,lto a Returning6fficer residing 
in the district \Vhere a vacancy shafl have been so occasioned, for the election and 
return of a me1nher in the place of him so rcsi~ning-l")rovided that nothing here
in contained, shall prevent a member, so vacating his seat, from being re-elected a 
me1nber of the said I-louse of Assembly.'' .. 

Expunge the 2d and 3J sections. 

Ordered,-'J'hat tho said an1end1nents be read a second time on Mon(fay 
next. 

On n1otion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by L\1r. \Vinser, 

Resolved,-That the said bill and amendments be printed for the use of the 
me1nbers. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent) seconded hy 1\r]r. Winser, 

Resolved,-That the Clerk of the llouse do procure the statutes at large, with in
dexes complete, up to the end of the last session of 1he J ,egislature, for the use of the 
lJ ouse. 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented the draft of an address to his 
Excellency the Governor, \vhich he read in his place, and after\vards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's table, '"here it 'vas again read as follows: 

• 

~lay it please your Excellency, 

To His Excellency Henr.1J P1'*escott, 
Esq., Cornpanion of tlze Most Hono
rable 1'1ilitar.1J Order qf tlte Bath, 
(}overnor antl Commander-in-Cliief 
iii and ove1· tlte Island qf Ne111found-
land and its Dependencies, ~c. ~c . 

-
rrhe House of Asscn1bly finding by your Excellency's reply to an address pre .. 

sented to your Excellency on yesterday, that the sum now remaining unappro
prtat€d of the stttfB of £,5000 granted in 1835 by the l1nperial J>arliament, for the 
service of this colony, is not placed at your Excellency's disposal, and that there
fore no portion thereof can be applied to the immediate discharge of pawpe~ cltlfmg 
allu.~led to in the said address, request your Excellency will order the stlM of three 
J1undred and seventy-eight pounds four shillings and seven-pence to be applied to 
of all the claims no'v befdre the IIouse the discharge in the manner in that address 
n1entioncd, and that your Excellency \viii issue your warrant to the Treasurer of 
the colony accordingly, and this House will 1nake provision in the next bill of sup
ply for the same. 
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On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Mr. Winser moved, in amendment, seconded by Mr. Moore, 
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That all the words i11 the said motion after the word '' that'' be struck out, and 
the following inserted in their stead, viz. :- . 

A co1n1nittee of five be appointed to enquire into the validity of the statements 
of claims for paupers, &c., and to report thereon to the House. 

Which being put, and the House dividing thereon, there appeared for the amend-
1nent, four, against it, four. 

For the amendment. 

Mr. !\1oore 
.. Winser 
.. Dwyer 
.. M'Garthy 

Against the amendment 

lVJr. ~ugent 
•• Doyle 
• ~ Kent 

-

The Solicitor General 

And the House being equally divided, l\fr. Speaker gave his casting vote against 
the amendment, and so it passed in the negative. 

The original motion was then put, and the House divided thereon as follows: 

For the motion. 
The Solicitor General 
Mr. Nugent 
•. Kent 
. . Doyle · 
.. Dwyer 

Against the motion. 
Mr. M'Carthy 
.. Moore 
.. 'Vinser 

So it passed in the affir1native, and resolved accordingly. 

. Ordered,-That Mr. N agent and l\Ir. Doyle be a committee to present the said 
address to his Excellency. , 

On n1otion of l\fr. N agent, seconded by ~1r. M'Carthy, 

Resolved,-That a committee ho appointed to search the Journals of her l\1a
jesty's Council for the proceedings had on the Bills which have gone up to that 
.Honorable Body frorn this House. 

Ordered,-That l\'.lr. Nugent and Mr. M'Carthy do form the said cOmHlittee. 

Then the house adjourned until Monday next at one of the clock. 

\f . 

• 

1"1 ONDAY, March 30, 1840; 

MR· Nugent, from the com.mittee appointed to present an address of the House 
to his Excellency the Goverw, reported that they had presented the said 

address accordingly, when his ExcelMhcy was pleased to reply as follows,--

Resolution for commit .. 
tee to search J our .. 
nals of H. M. Council 

Report of committee ap 
pointed to present ad 
dress to his Excellency 
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Genlletnen,-

His Excellency's reply I cannot discover in the staternent contained in this address,. any breach of the 

Reports of committees 
appointed to present ad
dresses to his Excellen
cy, with his Excellen · 
cy's replies thereto 

' 
I • 

-.. 
: v· ... 

,. .. 

House in committee on 
Supply . 

Colonial Act to which it refers, or any impropriety \vhich would justify any inter
ference in the \Vay proposed. 

t. 

Government House, ~ 
28th March, 1840. ) 

Mr. Nugen~ fron1 the committee appointed on the 26th inst., to present an ad-
dress of the House to his I~xcellency the Governor, praying that his Excellency 
would cause to be laid before this House certain returns, reported that they had at
tended to that duty, \Vhen his Excellency \Vas pleased to reply as follows,-

Gentlernen,-

I '"'ill so far comply \Vith this address as to call upon the (~ollector of the Cus
to1ns for returns of all Fines, F'orfeitures, and l>enalties, ordered by the Governor 
in Counc:I, or incurred by violation of the Customs, and Navigation Laws, with 
their appropriation, and a description of the property seized. 

Government (louse, ~ 
30th ~Jareb, 1840 5 

,. 

~lr. Winser reported fron1 the con1mittee appointed on the 26th inst. to present 
an address to his Excellency the Governor, praying his Excellency to cause to be 
laid before this House certain Custom I-louse returns, that they had presented the 
said ·address accordingly, when his Excellency was pleased to say they should be 
supplied. · 

Mr. '\'
1

inser, from the con1n1ittee appointed on the 26th inst., to present an ad
dre.ss to his Excellency the (;overnor, praying his Excellency to order to be laid 
before the 1-Jouse certain correspondence, reported tha~ they had attended to that 
duty, when his Excellency \Vas pleased to reply as follow~,-

Gentlenien,--

I do not think it right to call for the production of the correspondence mention
ed in the present addrP-ss, but I will make known to the Secretary of State this ap
plication, that the pleasure of the Lords of the. Treasury and Commissioners of 
Customs may µe taken on the subject. 

Government 11ouse, 
30th l\'Jarch, 1840. 

- · 'fbe ol·der of the day for the second reading of the atnendments 1nade by Her 
Majesty's Council in the Bill entitled '' An act to declare vacant the seats of 
Men1bers of the House of Assembly of this colony, in certain cases, and to make 
provision for the election of Members in their stead,'' being read-

M r. Nugent n1oved, seconded by Mr. Winser, . 

Resolved,-That the said order of t.he day be discharged, and the said amend
n1ents be read a · second time this day six months. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the 'vhole I-louse on the consideration of a ply to be granted to her Majesty. 
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Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the chair. 
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· The chairman reported from the committee that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed hi1n to 1nove for leave to sit . 
again. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have leave to sit again. 

The Solicitor-Ge11eral gave notice that to-morrow he would move an address to 
his Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that his Excellency will be 
pleased to cause to be laid before this House an account of all Fines received in the 
Northern Circuit Court, in the term of 1838, and the spring term of 1839, and how 
appropriated. 

Then the house adjourned until to-n1orro\V at one of the clock . 

• 

'l.,UESDAY, March 3J, 1840. 

I 

- . 
"";,.. • • • .. r- • .-'!. 

Report 

Notice of address to 
bis Excellency. 

~1R. Nugent, from the comtnittee appointed on the 27th inst., to present an Reports of committees 

l.V addre~ ~ of the House to his Excellency the Governor, respectfully request- appointed to present ad-
t.. ~ dresses to his E xcellen-i n g his Excellency to issue 1:.is warrant to the Treasurer of the coJoziy 1or a cer- cy, 

tain sum, to be applied to the discharge of claims tor paupers &c., reported that 
they had presented the said adcress accordingly, when his Excellency was pleased 
to say he should have much pleasure in cornplying with the prayer of this address. 

Mr. Nugent from the committee appointed on the 27th inst., to searcl1 the jour
nals of her l\tlajesty's (~ouncil for the proceedings had upon the several bills sent up 
to then1 during the present session, reported that they had attended to that duty, 
and he read the report in his r•lace, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
table, \vhere it was again read as follows:-

Road loan Bill-brought up and 11ead 1st time I Ith February. 
- Read 2d time 14th Februa1·y. 
- Committed, 3d March. 
- Ditto, 17th March. 

Chairman asks leave to sit again 
months. 

on that day six 

Road Provision Bill-brought up and read 1st time I Ith February. 
- Read 2d time 14th February. 

<:ommitted 3d March. 
- Committed 13th March, and ref erred to select 

com1nittee to report upon the statistics of the 
money already granted by the Legislature for 
Roads-Report of select committee 17th March. 

- Committed, 23d March. 
Chairman reports that the comn1ittee had risen. 

Nuisance amendment Bill-brought up and read 1st time 18th February. 
'"f o be read 2d time in three months-6th March. 

. ' 
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13th l\l . .\ RCH. 

Blue Hook Bill-brought up, read lst titne, and on n1otion, ordered to be read 2d 
tiine on that day six n1onths. s 

Fraud prevention Bill-brought up and read lst time, 13th l\'larch; on rnotion, bill 
to be read 2d time on that day six 1nonths. 

(
1arbonear Grammar School Bill-brought up and read 1st time, 13th March. 

Read 2d tirne 17th ~farch. 
Committed, 20th l\larch. 
Chairman reports that committee had risen. 

Building of Vessels encouragem"nt Bill-brought up and read 1st time 13th l\1arch. 
· Read second time 17th Mafch. . 

(~om1nitted 20th 3'jarch. 
. · Chairn1an reports that comn1ittee had risen, 

Academy Bill-brought up and read 1st tirne 20th l\Iarch. ' 
Read 2d time 23d March, and ordered to be co1n

mitted to-n1orrow. 
Jury bill-brought. up and read 1st time 20th March. 

Read 2d tirne 23d March, and ordered to be com
mitted to-morro\v. 

l~and Bill-brought up and read 1st time the 20th !\'J arch. 
Read second tin1e 23d l\1arch, and ordered to be 

committed to-rnorrow. 
Con11nitted 24th March. 

Ditto 26th do. 
Chai!·man reports progress, and asks leave to sit 

again. 
Sheriff's Bill-brought up and read 1st !ime 24th March. 

On motion, ordererl-biH to be read u second tirne in ~ix months, 
27th l\Jarch, 18JO. 

The Solicitor-General, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented an address to his 
Excellency the (;overnur, \vbich he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's table, \vhere it vvas again read as follo\vs: 

To !tis Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
l 1ompanion qf th,e Most Honorable 

May it please your Excellency,-

.... ~ilitary Orde11 of the Bath, Governor 
and Comrnander-in-l)hief in and over 
the Isla1id of Newfoundland and its ' 
IJe1>endencies, ~c. ~c. 

. l"he !-louse of Assembly respectfully request that you~ Excellency will pleased 
to cause to be laid before the House, a statement, of all Fines received from the 
Northern Circuit Court in the autumn tern1 of 1838, and the spring term of 1839, 
and their appropriation . 

Resolved,--That th~ said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Oraered,-That the Solicitor-General and ~Ir. Winser be a committee to 
present the same to his Excellency. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the \vhole House, on the consideration of a Bill to provide for the establishment of 
an Alms House and Work House in the town of St. John's. 
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Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

l\'Ir. Nugent took the cl1air of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 
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The chairman reported fi·om the committee that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed him to m~ve for leave to sit again. 

· Ordered,-That the said committee have leave to sit again. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the 'vhole house on the consideration of a bill to provide for the collection of the 
revenue, and for the execution of the processes oft he Supreme Court of this Island 
on the coast of Labrador. 

I 

1\1 r. Speaker left the chair. 

l\1r. :v.Joore took the chair of the comn1ittee. 

l\'lr. Speaker resu1ned the chair. 

I 

Report 

House in committee on 
' ReTenue bill 

The chairman reported fi·om the cornmittee that they had made some progress Report 
in the business to them referred. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, seconded by 1\ir. Doyle, 

1,hat the said report be received. 

~1r. Nugent inoved, in amendment, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

1,hat the following words be added thereto,-
" And that tl1e con1mittee have leave to sit again." 

''lhich being put, and the I-louse dividing thereon, there appeared for the amend-
1nent, five, against it, four. 

For the amendment. 
iVJ r. l\1oore 
. . \Vinsel" 
.. Dwyer 

... M'Garthy 
- l\ugent 

So it passed in the affirmative. 
' 

Against the amendment 
l\1r. Butler 

•• Doyle 
.. .. Kent 
'f he Solicitor General · 

The original motion, as amended, was then put and carried . . 

"fhen the House adjourned until to-rnorrow·, at one of the clock. 

·WEDNESDAY; April J, 1840. 

puRSUANT to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the 

, 

House in committee on 
further consideration of 
revenue bill 
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collection of the reveuue, and for the execution of the processess of the Supreme 
Court of this island on the coast of Labrador. 

1\1 r. Speaker left the chair. , 

:\Ir. ~'loore took the chair of the comn1ittee. 

l\Ir. Speaker resurned the chair. 

The chairtnan reported from the cornmitteo that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed hirn to move for )eave to sit . 
again. 

Ordered,--'fhat the said com1nittee have leave to sit again. 

House in committee on l~ursuant to the order of the day, the l~ouse resolved itself into a com1nittee of 
Supply 1 he '\'hole House on the furthc r consideration of a supply to be granted to her 

~Iajesty. 

Report 

Notice of Resolutions. 

-

• 

Resolution~ moved. 

lVI r. Speaker left tl1e chair. 

l\1r. v\linser tool( the chair of tl1e co111111it.tee. 

1\iir. Speaker resu111ed tl1e cl1air. 

l~he chair1nan reported from the committee that they had inade sotne progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed hirr1 to muvc for leave to sit again. 

Ordercd,-That the said comrnitt.ee have leave to sit again. 

~Jr. Nugent gave notice that on ~londay next, he \vould, in moving the re
co11sideration of the IOth Ilesolut1on adopted in cornn1ittec of supply, 1nove the 
substitution of the fi>llo\Vlng-

J-lesolred,-'l'hat it is the opinion of this comn1ittee, that in addition to the tvvo 
}">olice l\'lngistratt.)s of the Central district, provision be n1ade for the support of a 
!\lagistrate \vhn shall he chairrnan and Custos l{otulornm. 

Re.~olve<l,-'rhat it i~ the opinion of this con1n1ittee that a sum not exceeding 
£650 he granted to her l\1ajesty' to\vards defraying the salaries of the Police Ma
gistrates of St. John's, being £250 for th~ saiary of the (~hairn1an and Custos Ro
tulorun1, und £200 each filr the salaries of the other two. 

f"j'hcn lhe IJouse adjourned until to-u1orrovv, at one of the clock. 

THURSDAY, April 2, 1840. 

o N motion of l\fr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Winser, . 

llesolved.,-That the petition of "fhomas Tobin, together \Vith the docurnents 
thereunto appended, and also the address of this house to his Excellency the Go
vernor upon the same, and his Excellency's answer thereto, be printed for the use 
of the n1embers. 

Jlesolned, _,.fhat all the bills rejected in the present session, by her r,1ajesty's 
Council, and all bills sent from the Board of Council down to this House with oh
jectionable arner.dments, be printed. 

\ 
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Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a com1nittee of House in committee on 
the \Vhole House on the further consideration of a supply to be granted to her Supply 
,Majesty. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. , 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee, 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 

1·11e chairman reported fi~om the committee that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have leave to sit again. 

'I'hen the 1-Jouse adjourned until to-rnorrow, at one of the clock • 

• 

l?RIDAY' April 3, 1840. 

Repor~. 

'I-,HE Solicitor Ge11eral from the com1nittee appointed on the 31st t1lt. 
Report of committee 

to present a11 address of the house to his Excellency the Governor, appointed to present ad-

pra ying that his Excellency would cause to be laid before this house an :;~ss to his Excellen-

accot1nt of certain fi11es received in the Northern Circt1it Court, reported 
tl1at they had attended to that dut:y, a11d that his Excellency \Vas pleased 
to say the said accot111t should be supplied. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee of House in committee on 
the \Vhole house on the further consideration of a supply to be granted to her Supply 
l\Jajesty. 

Mr. Speal{er left the chair. 

Mr. \"\1inser took the chair of the co1nmittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. · 

The chairman reported from the comn1ittee that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had directed hitn to 1nove for leave to sit . 
again. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have leave to sit again. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the en
couragement of the whale fishery in this colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Dwyer took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

• 

.. .. ..,.. -... 
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The chairn1an reported fro1n the comn1ittee that they had gone througl1 the said 
bill, and had made an atnendment therein, \Vhich they had directed hirn to report 
to the house, and he delivered the bill \vith the amendment in at the Clerk's table. 

And the said amendment having been read throughout. \Vas, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

Ordered,-That the said hill as atnended be engrossed and read a third time 
on Tuesday next. 

·Then the house adjourned until .\1onday next, at one of the clock. 

MoNDAY, April 6, ·1840. 

House in committee on Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a co1nmittee of 
Supply the \Vhole house on the further consideration of a supply to be granted to her 

l\il a jest y. 

Report 

I • 

Mr. Speal(er left the chair. 

1VIr. Winser took the chair oftl1e co11111iittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 

. 

' 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had made some progress 
in the business to them referred, and had come to certain resolutions thereon, 
which he was directed to report to the house, and to rnove for leave to sit again; 
and he read the said resolutions in his place, and afterwards delivered them in at 
th~ Clerk's table, \Vhere they \Vere again as follow : 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
.two hundred pounds sterling be granted to her l\1ajesty to\vards defraying the sa
lary of the Clerk of the Executive Council fi11om the first day of July, one thou
sand eight h~ndred and forty, to the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
four hundred pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the sa
laries of t\vo Clerks in the Secretary's office during the same period. 

Resolved, 1,hat it is the opinion of this con1mittee that a sum not exceeding 
sixty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the sa
lary of an office keeper in the Secretary's office, during the same period. 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
sixty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the sa
lary of a Messenger in the Secretary's office during the same period. 
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Resolved, That it is the opinio11 of this committee, that a sum not exceeding 
four hundred pounds sterling be . granted to her Majesty towards defraying the 
salary of the Colonial ,.f reasurer during tl1e same period. 

. Resolved, That it is tl1e opinion of this committee that a suin not exceeding 
two hundred pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the sa
lary of the Clerk of the N ortl1ern Circuit Court during the same period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this comrnittee that a ~um not exceeding 
t\vo hundred pounds sterling be granted to her lVJajesty to\vards defraying the sa
lary of the Clerk of the Southern Circuit Court during the same period. 

' 
Resolved, l'hat it is the opinion of tl1is com1nittee that a suin not exceeding six

ty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the salary of the 
Crier and Tipstaff of the Supre1ne Court during the same period. 

Resolved, ""1.,hat it is tl1e opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
fifty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty to\vards defi·aying the salary of tl1e 
Gaoler of St. John's during the same period . 

. J{csolved, 1"hat it is the opinion of this con1mittee that a st1n1 not exceeding 
, six hundred and fifty pounds sterling be granted to lier lVlajesty towards defraying 

the salary of three Police Magistrates for St. John's-that is to say-two l1undred 
and fifty pounds sterlirig for a Custos Rotulorum, and two hundred pounds sterling 
for eacl1 of the otl1ers during the same period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this cotnmittee that a sum not exceeding 
eighty pouads be granted to her ~1 ajesty to,vards defraying the salary of the Chief 
(~onstable of St. John's during the same period. 

Re~olved, 'fbat it is tha opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
t \Vo hundred and seventy pounds be grantefl to her l\'Jajesty towards defraying the 
~alaries of six Police (-,ons~ables of St. John's-that is to say-the sum of forty five 
pounds for each during tl1e same period. 

Resolved, ,.l'hnt it is the opinion of this co1nmittee that a sum not exceeding one 
l1undred and fifty pounds sterling he granted to her Majesty to\vards defraying the 
salary of a Stipendiary Magistrate at 11 arbor Grace during the same period. 

.. 

l~esolved, '!;hat it is the opinion of this committee tl1at a sur11 not exceeding 
011e hundred and t\venty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards de
fraying the salary of a Stipendiary l\1agistrate at Carbonear during tl1e same pe
riod. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this comn1ittee that a st1m 11ot exceeding one 
hundred and twenty pounds sterling be granted to her i\f ajesty towards defraying 
the salary of a Stipendiary Magistrate at Brigus and Port de Grave during the 
same period. , · 

l~esolved That it is the opinion of tl1is committee that a sum not exceeding one 
hundred pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the salary 
of a Stipendiary Magistrate at Ferry land during the sarne period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee tl1at a sum not exceeding 
one hundre~ pou~ds sterli~g be granted to her Majesty towards defr~ying the sa~ 
lary of a St1pend1ary l\'.lag1strate at Bay of Bulls during the same period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this con1mittee that a sum not exceeding one 
hundred pounds sterling be grant~d to her Majesty towards defraying the salary 
of a Stipendiary Magistrate at Placentia during the same period. 

, 

f 
l· 

i.. • 

! 
I 
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Resolved, r.Fhat. it is tl1c opinio11 of this cornmit t.ee that a sttm i1ot exceeding 
one hHndred poun<:Js sterling be granted to her i\t1ajesty to\vards defraying the sa
lary of a Stipendiary i\1Jagistrate at Burin, during the satne period. 

Resolved, '"fhat it is the opinion of this co1n1nittee that a sum not exceeding 
one hundrecJ pou11ds sterling be granted to her t\1ajesty tO\Vards def raying the sa
lary of a Stipendiary l\'lagistrate at St. t\1ary's during the same period, 

. 
Resolved, That it is the opinion of tl1is con1mittee that a sun1 not exceeding one 

hundred poµnds sterling be granted to her 1\fajesty to\vards defraying tl1e ~alary 
of a Stipend:ary 1\iagistrate at flarbor Britain during the san1e period. 

llesolved,-That it is the opinion of this .con1mittee that a sum i1ot exceeding 
- 011e hundred pound:S sterling be granted to hei: l'\lajesty to\vards defraying the sa-

1 ary of a Stipendiary ~1Jagistrate at Grand Banl{ during tho· satne 'period. 

Resolved, 1.,hat it is the opinion of this committee that a su1n not exccedi ng 
one hundred and tvventy pounds sterling be granted to her 1\tlajesty towards de~ 
fi·aying the salary of a Stipendiary ~.1agistrate at 'f rinity during the ~ame period. 

Resolved, l"hat it is the opinion of tl1is con1n1ittce that a sum not exceeding 
one hundred pounds sterling be grant eel to her Majesty to\vards defraying tl1e sa- · 
lary of a Stipendiary ~'lagistrate at Bonavista during tl1e sa111e period. 

l~esolved, That it is the opinion of this con:imittee that a sutn not exceeding 
one hundred pounds sterling be granted to her ~1ajesty towards defraying tl1e sa
lary of a Stipendiary l\1agistrate at Fogo and Tvvillingate during the same period. 

l~esolved, · That it is the opinion of this con1mittee that a sum not exceeding 
one hundred and fifty pounds sterling be granted to her 1'1ajest~y towards defi~a,Ying 
the salaries of the (iaolers in the Out ports during the sa1ne period-that is to say, 

'l'hc Gaoler at 1-Jarbor Grace, fift.y pounds. 
1"'hc Gaoler at Ferry land, t\venty-five pounds. 
1"'he Gaoler at J>Jacentia, t\vcnty-five pounds. 
The Gaoler at Burin, t\vent)~-five pounds. 
'fhe Gaoler at 1~rinity, t\venty-five pounds. 

And the tentl1 ofthe said res0lutions, tl1at it is the opinion of tl1is.committee that 
a surn 11ot exceeding six hundred and fitly pounds be grante<l to her l\1ajesty to
\Vards defraying the salary of tl1ree I>olice l\1agistrates for St. John's-that is to say, 
t\VO l1undred and fifty pounds sterling for a L'ustos Rotulorum a11d two l1undred 
pounds sterling for cacl1 of the otl1ers, during the san1e period-being again re.ad, 

l\'.lr. Kent moved, seconde<l by ~Jr. Doyle; 

That all the \Vords i11 the said resolutio11 after the lvord "' exceedi11g'' be strucl{ 
out, and the follo\ving \Vords be inserted in their stead, viz.,-" six l1ur1dred pounds 
be granted to her l\iajeuty to\vards defraying the salaries of t\vo Police r\1agistrates 
for St. J ol1n 's." 

lVhicl1 ~>eing put, the House divided thereon as follo\vs :-

f:;"or the motion-
Thc Solicitor General, 
Mr. Kent 
.. Doyle 
. . Butler 

.. 

Against the motior1-
M r. Winser 
.. Dwyer 
•. Godfi·ey 
. . Nugent 
.. McCarthy 
. . Moore. 
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So it passed in the negative. 

The said tenth resolution was then put and carried. 
' 

The said other resolutions reported from the committee, were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-That the said committee have leave to sit again. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he would move an address to his Ex
cellency the Governor, praying his Excellency to cause to be laid before this House, 
a Statistical Return of monies expended in the Road service, in the district of St. 
John's. 

'f hen the House adjourned until to-rnorrow, at one of the clock. 

'ruEsDAY, April 7, 1840. 

_llf R· Speaker laid)wfore the House a letter from Joseph Templeman, Esq., 
Acting Secretary, transmitting by command of his Excellency the Govern

or, returns of Fines and Forfeitures received from the ~orthern Circuit Court in 
the autumn term of 1838, and the spring terin of 1839, as required by the address 
oft he I-louse of the 3d instant. 

The said returns \Vere read by the CI~rk,-(For \Vhich see Appendix.) 

Ordered,-1~hat the said returns do lie upon the table to be perused by the Mem
bers of the I-louse. 

Mr. Kent presented the petitions following, (which l1e stated in his place his Ex
cellency the Governor had consented to his presenting), and the same were received 
and read-viz. : 

A peticion of the ladies con1posing the society of the Indigent Sick, of St. John's, 
setting forth, 

That petitioners with deep regret view the distressed state of their funds, which 
necessitates them in applying to the House for a continuance of that support here
tofore so liberally afforded them. In urging this their request, petitioners would 
state to the House the manifest benefit derived by the Indigent Sick of this town 
from their Society, whose ostensible object it is to relieve, fron1 the circumstance 
that, during a period of twelve months, commencing from first l\larch, 1839, to the 
same date this year, 1840, tickets to the num her of 2,686 have been issued by pe
titioners to 1,063 persons, 'vho have respectively received relief in kind, purchased 
by the funds of the 8ociety, and such as petitioners deemed most appropriate to, and 
commensurate with, their necessities. 

That petitioners' Society must long since have discontinued its useful operations, 

Notice &£ address to 
his Excellency. 

Letter from J Temple
man E~q. transmitting 
sundry returns 

To lie on the table. 

Sundry petitions, pre
sented!by Mr. Kent 

, 
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l)ut for the l1andsornc donations so gene1·ously given by the public, the greater part of 
\vhich is no\v expended-\vhen, '\iVithout · the aid of the I-louse, tl1e Society~mus~ fail 
to exist. 

1"liat petitioners feel convinced, t.l1e rrlore especially from the for1ner generosity 
of the !-louse, and tl1e present distressed condition of the comn1unity, their applica
tion \Vill not be unheeded, but will meet that zealous co-operation which they have 
l11thf'rto received fron1 the 1-Jouse, in voting a sum \vhich the I-louse may think 
rneet and adequate, and thereby afford petitioners thP. hope of still continuing their 

I • r•, ~{ liSefulness to those distressed objects, who, frotn their advanced age and extreme 
' deb~lit y, are precluded in earning for then1selves the common necessaries of life . 

. ~ petition ot the committee of tl1e St. Jo]n's Factory, setti~g forth,-

~rhat petitioners gratefully ackno\vledge the former grants in aid of the Insti-: 
tut ion. 

'I,hat during the recently passecl ~eason of distress, the benefits f() the poor and 
indigent frorn the employ1nent afforded them in the Factory, have been abundantly 
1nanifest, an{l can hardly have escaped the attention of the House. 

That petitioners feel then1selves justified fi·o1n past experience in entertaining 
tl1e assurance, that increa;;ed rneans only are needed to enable them to~extend and 
diffuse an1ongst the poor generall)', the blessings of continued ernployrnent. 

And tl1ey therefi}re confidently pray for a continuance of l .. egislative support i11 

such measure as to the 1--J ouse shall seem expedient. 

1\ petit?on 'of the Comn1issioners of the Board of Education for the Electoral 
District of St .• John's, setting forth,-

'fhat petitioners, \Vith untiring exertion, have succeeded in establishing, and suc
cessfully carrying on, sixteen schools at the places follo\ving, viz. :-Broad Cove, 
&:>ortugal (,'ove, 'l'orbay, Outer Cove, Middle Cove, Logie Bay, Quidi Vidi arid 
White IJ ills, "\iVindsor Lake, Brco~ifield, Flat Rock, Pett)' Harbor 2, and Belle 
Isle 2-in \Vhich, \Vith those aided by the funds at the disposal '-of petitioner~, al-
1nost gratuitous instruction is afforded to more tha11 four hundred children. 

rl'hat petitioners in payine 1t of the ~tasters' salaries, and i11 providing Houses 
and other st1itable accot1ln1ocations, l1a \'e not only expended the \vhole of their 
fa1:ids for ti1e past year, but incurred a debt with their Treasurer to the a1nount of 
about t\venty pounds. 

'T'hat further payments to the amount of £7 l 7 6 will be due to the 1\ilasters in 
tl1e 11lonth of May, and that if petitioners be compelled, in discharging these clairns, 
to draw u.pon the remaining £200, available to thern under the Act, they must at 
once close several of the Schools, and deprive tl1e i\i1asters of the means of support, 
and the childre11 of the advantages of instruction. 

That petitioners tl1erefore pray the House to grant tl1em such monies ~s .may be 
necessary in the judgment of the House, to meet the expenditure of the present 
year, and to extend the act ( \\'hich will otherwise expire in 1841) to such futur~ 
period as to the House may seem expedient. 
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On n1otion of Mr. Kent, seconded by ~r. Doyle, 

0 1rdered,-·That the said petitions be referred to the committee of supply~ 

Agreeably to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to encourage the whale 
fishery in this colony, was read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by 1\1r. Winser, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be '' An act to encou
rage the whale fishery in this colony.'' 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and ~1r. Winser do carry the said biJI!op to her 
J:\'lajesty's Council and ~esire their concurrence. 

Wtiale fishery bill read 
3d time 

Mr.Nugent, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented the draft of an address to his Address to his Excel .. 
Excellency the Governor, \Vhich he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it lency presented & r~ad 
in at the (;Jerk's table, "vhere it was again read as follows : 

... 

!\'Jay it please your Excellency, 

To His Excellency Henr.1J Prescott, 
Esq., Companion of the Most Hono-
1~able 1Jfilitar.1J Order of the Bath, 
Governor and Commander-i11,-Chief 
in and over the Island of Newfound
land and its Dependencies,, ... ~c~: ~c. 

The House of Assembly respectfully request your Excellency will be 
please order a return to be laid before this house of the appropriation of 1nonies for 
the making and repairing of streets, roads and bridges, in the district of St. John's, 
specifying the measure1nent of such roads, the gross amount pq,id on account of 
each road, together 'vi th the an1ount per perch, distinguishing roads opened,' drain-
ed, repaired and made. - .. 

Resoli~ed,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordered,-1.,hat Mr. Nugent and l\!Jr. Winser be a committee to present the 
.sarne to his Excellency. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a com1nittee of 
the \vhole House on the further consideration of a bill to provide for the colle ction 
of the revenue, and for the execution of the processes of the Supreme Conrt of this 
Island on the coast of Labrador. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Moore took the cl1air of tl1e co~initte~~ 

l\1r. Speaker resun1ed tl1e chair. 

. ·.The chairn1an reported from the comn1ittee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had made some a1nendments therein, which they had directed him to report 
tp the house, and he delivered the bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's table. 

And the said amendments having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

Ordered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed, and read a. third time 
to-morrow. 

House in committee on 
Revenue Bill "· 

. 
l -. 
,,, . 
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Pursuant to the order of the day, the House resolved itself into a co1nmittee of 
the \Vhole house on the further consideration of a hill for the more easy and less 
expensive decision of differences between masters and mistresses and their servants 
and apprentices in this colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

l\lr. Butler took the cl1air of the con1mittee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e cl1air. 

The chairn1an reported from the comn1ittee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had made some a1nendments therein, which they had directed him to report 
to the house, and he delivered the bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's table . 

. And the said amendrnents having been read throughout .. were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

0r£1ercd,-That the said hill as amended be engrossed, and read a third ti1ne 
on Friday next. 

I 

l\1r. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he \Vould move that a committee be 
appointed to search the journals of her Majesty's:~ouncil to ascertain the proceed
ings had upon Jury bill sent up from this House; also, that a message be sent to 
her Majesty's Council requesting them to furnish this house with a statement of 
their contiragencies. _ 

Then the house adjourned until to-morro\v at one of the clock. 

WEDNESDAY, .~ pril 8, .1840. 

MR~ Nugent gave notice that to-morrow he should move an address to 
J1is Excellency tl1e Governor, prayi11g his Excelle11cy to cause to be 

laid before this house a copy of tl1e reply of her iVJajesty, sl1011ld it l1ave 
reached the Governme11t office, to tl1e address of the house of tl1e 12th 
Oct. 1839; togetl1er "vi th copies of all comn1unications from the Secretary 
of State for tl1e Colo11ies on the subject of the said address, and a state111ent 
of tl1e date of its trans1nissio11 to EJJgla11d. 

Mr. Nugent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Ylr. \Vinser, 

llt!snl,,eil,--That a 1nessage be sent to her Majesty's Council requesting them 
to acquaint this house with the amount of their contingencies for the present . 
session . 

Resolved,-That a committee be appointed to search the journals of her Majes
ty's Council for the proceedings had on Jury bil I sent up to then1 fi·om this house. 

' . 

Ordered,-~hat Mr. Nugent and ;\1r. Winser do for1n such committee. 

.l\greeably to the order of the day, an engrossed bill to provide for the collection 
of the revenue, and for the execution of the processes of the Supreme Court of N e\v
foundland on the coast of Labrador, \Vas read a third time. 
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On motion of J\!Jr. Nugent, second~d by l\1r. ' 'Tinser, 

Resolved,-That tl!e said bill do pass, a nd that the title be ''An act to pro- Pused 
vide for the collection of the Jlevcnue, and for the execution of the processes of the Title 
Suprerr1e Court of N e\vfoundland on the Coast of Labrador, and the islands there-
unto adjoining." 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and i\1 r. \Vinser do carry the said bill up to her Sent to Council 

I\fajesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 
I 

On motion of Mr. Kent, seconded by .VJr. Doyle, 

,..fho House resolved itself into a con1mittee of the whole House on the conside- House in committee on 

ration ofa further supply to be granted to her Majes!y. Supply 

l\1r.' Speaker left the cl1air. • 

lVIr. 'Vi11ser tool( the chair of the con1n1ittee. 

l\1r. Speaker resu111ecl tlie chair. 

The chairn1an reported from the co1nn1ittee that they had considered the busi .. 
ness to tben1 referred, and had corne to certain resolutions thereon, \vhich he was 
directed to report to the I-louse, and he read the said resolutions in his place, and 
after\vards delivered them in at the Clerk's table, where they were again read as 
follo\VS :-

l{esolvcd, That it is the opinion of this comtnittee that a sutn not exceeding 
eight hundred and fourteen pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty to"·ards de
fraying the salaries of Constables fur the Outports fi·orn the first day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, to the thirtieth day of June one thousand eight 
hundred and forty on8-that is to say : 

I-lead Constable at 11arbor Grace, thirty five pounds. 
"l'\vo constables at Harbor Grace twenty five pounds each. 
Three constables at Carboncar t\venty five pounds each. 
'l\vo co:1stables at Brig us and Port de Grave twenty five pounds each. 
A constable at 13ay de \ T erds t\vclve pounds. 
i-\ constable at 11 arbor Main twelve pounds. 
1\ constable at (~ats Cove t\velve pounds. 
p, constable at \'Vestern Bay t\V elve poun<ls. 
A constable at South Shore t\velve pounds 
A constable at Ferry land tvvelve pounds. 
A constable at Bay of Bulls t\venty five pounds. 
A constable at 1.,oads Cove twelve pounds. 
A constable at Cape Broyle t\velve pounds. 
A constable at Caplin Bay t\velve pounds. 
1\ constable at Aquafort t\velve pounds. 
A constable at. Fermuse twelve pounds. 
A constable at Placentia t\venty five pounds. 
A constable at Barren Island t \\,elve pounds. 
A constable at Merasheen t\velve pounds. 
A constable at Little Placentia t\velve pounds. 
A constable at Burin twenty five pounds. 
.. A. constable at St. Lawrence twelve pounds . 
. ~ constable at Lamaline twelve pounds. 
A constable at 'frepassey l\velve pounds. 
A constable at St. Mary's twenty five pounds. 
A constable at Harbor Britain twelve pounds. 

~ 

\ 

Report 

' 
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A constable at Grand Bank twelve pounds. 
A constable at rl'rinity twenty five pounds. 
A co11stable nt Catalina twenty four i1ounds. 
A constable at Bonavista twenty five pounds. 
A constable at. Greensporld t\velve pounds. 
'"fhree constables at 'r'willingate and l:fogo forty pounds. 
A constable at Exploits Bay t.v.;relve pot1nds . 
A constable at Brigus (South) twelve pounds. 
A constable at Witless Bay t\i·elve pounds. 
A constable at Petty Harbor twe11ty pounds. 
r\ constable at Perlican t\lvelve po11nds. 
A constable at Heart's Content twelve pounds . 
. i\. constable at Hants Harbor tvvelve pou11d~. 
A constable at New Harbor t\velve pounds. 
A constable at Renews twelve pounds. 
A constable at Portugul (~ove twenty pot1nds. 
A constable at Torbay eigl1tee11 pou11ds. 

' 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a ~um 11ot exceeding 
fort)' pounds sterling he grantefl to her i\Jajesty to\vards defraying the salar,y of 

_the Gaol Surgeon of St. Johri's during the sar11e perio<l. 

Resolved, 'l'hat it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
fifteen pounds sterling be gra11ted to her lVJajesty towards defraying the salary of 
the Gaol Barber of St. John's during the same period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinio11 of this committee that a sun1 not exceeding 
twenty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defi·aying the salary of 
the (~aol Surgeon of l:i arbor (;race during the same period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion cf this con1rnittee that a sun1 not exceeding 
two l1undred and fifty ]Jounds sterling be granted to l1er Majesty tovvards defray
ing the Attorney General's fees during the same period. 

Resolved, 1,hat it is the opinion of this con1mittee that a sum not exceeding 
tlro hundred pounds sterli11g be granted to lier Majesty in liet1 of all fees to the So .. 
licitor General during the sa111e period. 

llesolved that it is the opinion of this com1nittee that a sum not exceeding six
t_y pounds sterling be granted to her .l\'.Iajesty to\vards defraying the pension of 
John Bucl{ingham, J:1~sq., during tl1e sa1ne period. 

r{esolved, rfhat it is the opiniorl of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
three hundred and fifty pounds sterling be gra11ted to her 1\1ajesty towards <lefi·ay
ing the expenses of printing, ad \'ertising, ancl stationery, during the same 1)eriod. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
four l1undred and fifty pounds sterling be granted to her l\tJajesty towards defraying 
the expenses of gaols during the same period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this comrr1ittee that a sum not exceedir1g 
one hundred and fifty pounds sterling be granted to her 1\1 ajesty towards defraying 
the Coror1ers' accounts du1·ing the same periotl. 

Resolved, That it is tl1e opinio11 of this co1nmittee that a sum not exceeding 
two hundred pounds sterling be granted to he1· Majesty towards defraying the ex
penses of fuel and light during· tl1e san1e period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinio11 of this committee that a sum not exceeding 

• 
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one l1undred pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying posta
ges and other incidentals during the same period. 

. 
Resolved, That it is tl1e opinion of this comn1ittee that a sum not exceeding 

five ht1ndred pounds sterling be granted to her l\'Iajesty towards defraying the ex
penses of the Circuit Courts during the sa111e period. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding two 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling he granted to her Majesty towards defraying the 
expenses of firing fog gt1ns during the same period· 

Resolved, l"'hat it is the opinion of this committee that a snm not exceeding one 
hundred pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying the expenses 
of the repairs of Court Houses, Gaols, &c. 

Resolved, That it is the opi11io11 of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
tl1ree tl1nusand 011e hundred and twenty three pounds two shillings and ten pence 
sterling be granted to l1er l\iajesty towards defraying the expenses of the contir1-
gencies of the Legislature during the last session. 

Resolved, That it is tl1e opinion of this committee that a surr1 not exceeding 
ninety three pounds tl1irtee11 shillings and ten pence sterling he granted to her Ma~ 
jesty tov1ards defraying the expense of the interest of the said sutn of three thou
sand one l1undred and twenty three pounds two shillings and ten pence during the 
six months endi11g the t\velftl1 April, one thousand eight hundred and forty, to be 
paid as aforesaid. 

Resolved, rl~r1at it is the opinion of tl1is co1nmittee that a sum not exceeding 
sixteen pounds seventeen shillings sterling be granted to her I\1ajesty towal'"ds de
fraying the exp-e11ses inc11rred by John ~kelton, in follo\ving the direction of the 
l~oard of Health in Bonavista in 011e thousand eight l1undred and thirty six. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of tl1is con1mittee that a s11m not exceeding six 
pounds eight and four pence sterling be granted to her Majesty towards defraying 
the account cf ~lessrs, H. Findlander & Co. for medicines for tl1e poor of St. 
Joh n's. 

l{esolved, That it is the opi11ion of tl1is com1nittee that a sum not exceeding 
t\vcnty six pounds sterling be granted to her l\1ajesty to\vards compe11sating Mat
thevv Stevenson for past services. 

Resolved, 1~hat it is the opinio11 of tl1is co1nmittee that a sum not exceeding 
t\venty six pounds sterling be granted to 11er Majesty towards compensating Wil
liam Martin for past services. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a su1n not exceeding 
twenty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards repairing the Block 
I-louse at Signal ll ill · 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a surn not exceeding six 
pounds eleven shillings sterling be granted to her Majesty towards paying Willi
a111 Ed\vard Taylor for excess of duties on win~ paid by hin1. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding· 
fifty pounds sterling be granted to her Majesty towards the relief of Mrs. Blaikie, 
relict of the late Jam es Blaikie, Esq. Police lVJ agistrate of St. Joh11's. 

Resolved, Tl1at it is the opinion of this committee that a sum not exceeding 
' .. 
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ot'!e hnndret1 a1~{1 fifty ponuds starling be grante{.l to ilei· l\Iajesty to\vards paying 
corning e.(:penscs of civil and crin1inal prosecutions to t.he aotl1 June. · 

f~esolved, '!~hat it is the opiniOll of this co1nn.1ittee tl1at 'a SU111 not exceeding one 
11undred pounds cterling be granted to her lVIajesty to,vards ineeting probable ex
pense of rep:iiring (~ourt 1-iou~cs and c;aols to the 30tl1 June. 

l{~solvcd, 'fhc:.t. it is the opinion of this con1n1ittee that a surn not ~xceeding t\vo 
l1undred ponnds sterling be granted to her f\1ajesty to\lvards dcfi·ayi11g tl1e expe11-
ses of pauper lunatics f()r the .rear ending the 30th June, 184 t. 

Ilesolved, That it !s the opinion of this cornmittee that a sum not exceeding 
sixteen pcunds six shillings st.g. be granted to l-1er ~~'Jajesty to,vards (lefrayingthe ex
r:enses pai(l by l\'lr. Lul{e Collins as r\ssayer of \\7 ~ights at1d l\iJeasures in Placen
tia Bay. 

ti 

Resolv2d, ,.fhat it' is the Oi}inion of thi~ .con1anittee that a sutn 11ot exceeding 
one h,und~ed pounds sterling be granted to her f\·1ajcsty to\Yards supporting the St. 
John's Fc~ctorv . 

.J 

Ile.:olved, '"'I'hnt it is t:1e opi11ion of this co!nrrlittec that a sum not exceeding 
fifty· pounds sterling· be gr~~nte<l t,) her IV1njesty tovvurds supporting the Indigent 
:Sic!{ ~ociet v . 

.I 

rlesolved, 'fhat it. is the opinion of this con1:nittee that a su!n not exceeding 
11i11cty one pounds se\~e.n shillings and six pe;1:ce sterling be granted to her [\Jajes
ty tovvards aiding the <~ornn1isf;ioners of the Iioard of Edueat~on of St: John's to 
pay off outstanding claims. 

11esolved, 'fhat it ~s the opinio11 of this co111111!ttce that a suin not exceeding fif ... 
ty pounds sterling be grantee! to her [VJajest),. in ad<lition to tho sutn already g·runt
ed fi}r a ,Jury lloon1 and othel· alterations in the <:ourt I-louse of tlarbor Grace. 

Resolved, '_rhat it is the opinion of tl1is co111n1ittee that a su1n not exceeding 
t\Ycnty pounds sterling be granted to her· :\'lajesty in :1dditio11 to tt.e sun1 already 
granied for the Jur,y· i\onn1 in the Court !-louse at Jirigns. 

ft.esoJved, Tbat it is the opinion of tl1is comn1ittee that a st1rr1 11ot exceeding 
ten pounds sterling· be granted to he1· l\Injesty to be paid to Mar31 l_)o,ver for the 
support of an orpl1an child. 

l ;iesoJ~.red, 'f'hat it is the op?ninn of tr1is con1n1ittec that a sun1 not exceeding 
11ine hunrlred ai;d seventy eit~ht pounds four shillings and seven pence sterling be 
granted to her t\t1ajesty to n1cet the cba1·ge incurred hy his l:~xcellency by assent
ing to addresses froi11 the I-louse of t\sscn:1bly to provid:~ for the poor of tl1is Colony. 

Resolved, 1'hat it is the opinion of this con1mittee that a sum not exceeding 
t\venty }Jounds sterling be granted to her ~VJajesty to pay the expenses of t->atrick 
Burk:, a Gunner, in retiring fro111 th~ island, in consequence of being incapacitated 
to perfortn any dut.Y by his endeavouring to destroy \Volves, in accordance 'vith 
tl1e acts of the Local Legislature. 

Resolved, 1.1hat it is the opinion of this committee that a su1n not exceedi11g 
on2 hundted pounds sterling be granted to lier l\iajesty for the support of a Grarn
mur Scl1ool in Carbonear, for the }'ear ending the 30t.i1 June, 184 l, under the direc
tio11 of the Board of Education there. 

l{esolvetl, That it is the opinion of tl1is co111mittee that a sutn 11ot exceeding 
ten pounds ten shilling sterling be gran~ed to her ~v·iajesty to\vards paying Dr. 
Rotchford for his services in attending 011 prisoners in the Gaol at Harbor Grace. 
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And the said resolutions having been read throughout. were, upon the question Reso1utions read and 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. agreed to 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Ordered,-That a cofnmittee of five be appointed to prepare a Bill for granting 
to her l\'1ajesty certain supplies. 

Ordered,-That the Solicit.or General, Mr. Winser, Mr. Moore, Mr. Doyle, 
and ~1r. McCarthy do form the said committee. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by :\1r. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That a co1nmittee of seven be appointed to inquire into, and report 
upon, the contingencies of this House for the present session. 

Ordered,-That the Solicitor General, Mr. Nugent, IVJr. Doyle, Mr. McCarthy, 
1\lr. \Vinscr, Mr. IVJoore, and Mr. Butler, do form such cornrnittee. 

• 

1'1r. Moore gave notice that to-morro\V he would move an address to his Excel- Notice or address to 
]ency the Governor, respectfully requesting his Excellency to order a return to be his Excellency. 

laid hefore the House, of the appropriation of the sums granted by the l ... egislature 
fur the suppotl of the Schools of the North Arnerican School Society in Nfld. 

'l'hen the I louse adjourned until to-rnorrow, at one of the clock. 
, 

I 

THURSDAY, April 9, 1840. 

l\\fR. Speaker laid before the House a letter from Joseph Templeman Letter from J Temple· 
1.f E~q., transmitting by command of his Excellency the Governor, man Esq. 

the Hospital accounts for sick pal1pers during the mo11tl1s of Februar)r a11d 
March, amo·u11ting together to £24 13 6. 

Ordered,-That the said accounts do lie upon the tahle. To lie on the table . 

. 
~1 r. ~ ugent, pursuant to notice of yesterday, presented an address to his Excel- Address to his Excel ... 

)ency the Governor, n·hich he read in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at lency presented & read • 

the <~ lerk's table, where it was again read as follows:-

"· 

May it please your Excellenc·r, 

To His Excellency Henr.y Prescott, 
Esq., Companion of the Most Hono~ 
rable Militar.1J Order of the Bath, 
Gove,rnor and Commander-ill-Chief 
in and over the Island qf Newfound
land and its Depe1ideneies, ~c. ~c • . 

The Ho·use of Assembly · reqc1est your Excellency will cause to be 
laid before this house a copy of tl1e reply of her Majesty, should it ha·ve 

-.. ' . 
'. 
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reached the Gover11ment office, to the address of the house of the 12th 
Oct. 1839; together \Vith copies of all con1munications from the Secretary 
of State for the Colo11ies 011 the subject of tl1e said a~ldress, and a stateme11 t 
of tl1e date of its transmissio11 to Ei1gland. 

,. - - .., \ . 

R~solved,-]7Jiat the said address be adopted and engrossed· 

Orclered,-That ~l\:lr. Nugent and Mi·. Winser be a committee to pre£ent the 
san1e to his Excellency. 

. , 

Mr. t\1oore, pursuant to notice yesterday presented an address to his Excellency 
the (;{)ves·nor, \vhich he re,1d in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table, where it \Vas again read as follo\vs :-

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq.,. 

• 
l 'o1·npanion <!f the Most Honorable 
JJfilita'ry Order of the Bath, Governor 
an(/ Com1nander-in-l'hief in and over 
the Is/arid of J.Vet()foundland and its · 
De11endencies, ~ .. c. ~c. 

' ' 1
' May jt please your ExceHency1-

The House of A~sembly request your Excellency will orde1· that a return be laid 
before this House of the appropriation of the sums granted by the l~egislature for 
the support of the Schools of the Ne\vfoundland North .:\merican School Society. 

Resolved,-'"fhat the said address be adopted and engrossed . 
. 

Ordered,-·That l\1r. l\1oore and Mr. Nugent be a committee to present the 
same to his Excellency. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the ~louse resolved itself into a con1mittee of' 
the whole House on the consideration of \iVays and I.Vleans. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. • 

lVlr. '\iVinser took the chair of the con1mittce. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tr1e chair . 

The chairn1an reported fron1 t.he comn1ittee that they had considered the busi
ness to them referred~d _had corne to a certain resolution thereon, which they had 
directed him to report to the I louse; and he read the said resolution in his place,
and after\vards delivered it in at the C~lerk's table, \Vhere it was again read as 
follo\vs :-

Resolved,-"fhat it is the opinion of this committee that the following table of 
duties be adopted upon wines, spirits, goods, wares and rnerchandize, imported
into· Newfoundland and its dependencies, viz. 

All Wines in bottles, the gallon •• . : •• •••••• 
Air other Wines . • • • . • • ••••• 
For every gallon of Bra.ndy, Geneva, and.Cordials, not exceeding the 

strength of proof by Syke's hydrometer, and so in proportion 
for any greater strength than the strength of proof, and for 
any greater or less quantity than a gallon-the duty per gallon 

£0 2 o· 
' o I o 

... 

0 1 0 
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For everv gallon of Rum and Wl1iskey, not' exceeding the strength of 
proof by Syke's hydrometer, and so in proportion for any greater 
strength, and for any greater or less quantity tl1an a gallon-
the duty per gallon· •••• ~. • • • • • • • ••••• 

For every barrel of Apples • • • • • • • ••••• 
For every cwt. salted .. 1-Jeef a11d Pork •••••• 
For every cwt. Bread or Biscuit, the cwt. • ••••• 
For every cwt. Butter, the cwt. . • • • • • • ••••• 
For every barrel of Flour, not exceeding in weight 196 lbs., and ex-

ceeding such \Veight in proportion •••••• 

•••••• 

••••••• 

........ 
Oatmeal, the barrel . . . • • . • •••• . ~ • • • • • • 
_Coals, the ton • • • . • . • • • ••••• 
Lumber, the thousand feet •••. 

•••••• 
• • • • ••••••• 

1,imber, the ton ••.• • • • • 
Shingles, the thousand .•.••••• •••••••• 
Tea, the lb. , • • • • . •••••• • • • • • • 
Refined Sugar, the cwt. • •• • • ~ ••. .. 
Unrefined or clay'd Sugar, the cwt. • ••••• 

• • 
• • • • 

Manufactured Tobacco, the lb. . .•••• • • • • • • 
.Leaf Tobacco • • . . . . . . • . . .. . • ••• • 

Bacon or Hams, the Cwt. • • • • . ...•• 
Ale_, Po1·ter and Cider, for every £I 00 of the value thereof .. 
Preserved Fruit, the c\vt. • • . • • ••• 

l\f olasses • . . • • • ~ • • • • • • Free 
Salt . . . • . . . . Free 
Implements and materials fit and necessary for the fisheries, 

viz. Lines, Twines, Hooks, Nets and Seines Free 

• 

·Coin and Bullion . . . . . . . . Free 
l·torses, Mares and Geldings . .. . . Free 
Neat Cattle and Calves . . . . . . . • Free 
Sheep . . . . . • . . . . . • Free 
Hogs . . . . . . . ....... Free ·. 
Potatoes and all other vegetables . • Free 
Printed Books . . • • Free 

Goods, Wares and Merchandize not otherwise enumerated, described, 
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0 0 6 . 
0 1 0 
0 I 0 

0 0 3 
0 l 6 

0 I 0 

0 0 6 
0 I 0 

0 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 1 d 
0 0 2 
0 5 0 

0 2 0 

0 0 4 
0 0 1 
0 2 0 
6 ·o 0 

0 5 0 

or charged 'vith duty, and not herein declared to be duty free, 
forevery£100ofthetruevalue •. •• 2 10 O 

' 

' . 

And the said Resolution having been read tl1roughout, was, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Dwyer, seconded by Ml', Nuge11t, 

Resolved-That the said rieso1ution, toget.her with the table of duties now pay..i 
able in this colony, be prir1ted for the use of the members of the House. " 

• 

'. 
~ .: 
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Then the hou~e adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock . 
.. 

0 
.. . 

( ~ l~RIDA v, April 10, 1840. 

' • r • 
I• M H. Nugent, from the committee appointed on the 7th insL to present an ad

dress of the House to his Excellency the (;overnor, reported that they had 
attended to that duty, and that his Excellency was pleased to reply as follo\ivs--:-

. . • 
Gentlemen, . ' . 

• • • • 

I will request the Commissioners of Roads for tho St. John's district to afford 
the infi>rn1ation applied fur in this address. 

Government I-louse, 
l Ot h A. pr i J, 1840. 

.. 

.. 

Agreeably·to the order of the day, an engrossed hill for the n1ore easy and less 
expensive decision of differences between masters & mistresses and their servants, 
apprentices and labourers, in this coLJny, \¥as read a third time. 

·On n1otion of Mr. Nugent, seconded ·by ~'Jr. MTinser, 
T 

•• 

Passed Resolved,-1..,hat the said bi II do pass, and that tho tit le be '' An act fot· the 
Title n1ore easy and less expensive decision of differences bct\veen masters and mis

tresses and their servants, apprentices, and labourers, in this colony.'' 

Sent to Council Ordererl,-That i\1r: Nugent and ~1 r. \\rinser do carry the said bill up to her 
.l\lajesty's Council an<l desir.e their concurrence. 

f 

Petition of Glen and ,~ prtition of Glen and Fl!rvey, Janres Tobin & Co., Dunscomb & Kavanagh, 
·H arv ey. and others. and others, rnerchants and traders of St. John's, was presented by Mr. Kent, and 

the sarne \\1as received and read, setting fi)rth- . 

'That pet it inners l>eing int~rested in the \\1 est India, nnd general trade of Ne\v
foundland, vie\v \Vith apprehension the great injury which has been occasioned, 
nnd will continue to accrue, not only to then1sel\1es, but to 1he colony, from the ar
ticle of Ruin and other ~'pirits being perrurtted to be distilled in St. John's, and sold 
free of dut , .. .,, 

· 'That irnpressed with the belief that ·the wise intentions of the Imperial Legisla
ture, in 1allo\ving l\1olasses to be imported from foreign islands for the sole benefit • 
of the l:;ishery duty free, have been frustrated hy the distillation in the colony of 
l{urr1 from that article; Petitioners submit to the 1-~ouse the great injustice which . 
the importer and fair trader lhereby sustains-the loss occasioned to · the revenue, 
and the great injury \vhich the inhabitants of the whole island are subjected to, 
in consequence of allowing an article whi~h is irnported into the colony duty free, 
10 be converted into a ·dutiable one, but on which no duty can be exacted. 

, .t If';'. I ...;-' :it ,} t • • -

Tfhat petitioners conceive they have only to ·draw the attention of the House to 
'these important facts, to ·establish the injury which the country is likely to sustain 
by permitting an extensive distillation of ru,m from molasses which rnust inevitably 
-0ccasion a scarcity of that article~ 

• 

• • 
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That there is one fact which petitioners lvould fain bring under the notice of 
the house, that, from the fall of the year 1838 to 1839, one mercantile house alone 
in St. John's, paid the sum of five thousaud pounds duty, whilst the san1e house 
does not expect to pay, for the year now ending, the sum of one thousand pounds 
to the revenue, n1ainly in consequence of the circutnstances alluded to. And 
'vhilst extensive sales have been effected of rum distilled in St. John's, and on 
\Vhich no duty had been paid, the in1porters who have paid a heavy duty, and who 
shou Id be protected, have their ruin on hand. Thus has been established a mo
nopoly which must eventually prove ruinous alike to the West India trade, and 
the Revenue of the Colony. 

rrhat petitioners beg leave further to represent to the house the great extent to 
\vhich sn1uggling is carried on in the island, as another source of injustice to the 
fair trader, and loss to the ... Revenue, and humbly pray the I-louse to adopt son1e 
measure which in its wisdom n1ay seem most expedient to remedy the evils com· 
plained of. 

Ordered,-That the:said petition do lie on the table. 

l\'.Ir. Nugent gave notice that to-morrow, he \vould n1ove that the rules of the 
House in reference to the reading, committing and passing of a bill granting to 
her N.!ajesty certain supp!ies, be suspended,-also, he \vould n1ove that the reso
lution of this house restricting the admission of bills to the J 7th 1\1 arch last, be 
suspended, for the purpose of permitting the introduction of a bill to provide for the 
completing the Topsail and Bay Bulls roads, and for repairing the Portugal Cove 
road, and for other purposes. 

l\1r. Nugent gave notice that to ... morrow he would move an address to his ~~xcel
Iency the Governor for a copy of the Blue Book. 

~f hen the lJouse adjourned until to-rnorrow, at one of the clock. 

SATURDAY, April 11, 1840. 

Notice of address to his 
Excellency 

' 

lJf R. Wineer, from the committee appointed to prepare a bill for granting to Report of eommittee 

her Majesty certain supplies, reported that they had prepared the said bill, of Supply 
which he present.ed, .. and the same \Vas read a first time. 

Mr. Nugentn1oved, pursuant to n.otice, seconded by Mr. 'Vinser, 

Resolved,-'fhat the rules of the house in reference to the reading, committing 

and passing of bills be suspended so far as relate to the said bill. 

Ordered,-Tbat the said bill be now read a second time. 

And the said bill was read a second tin1e accordingly. 

Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

That the said bill be now con1mitted to a committee of the whole house. 



, 

: 'I' 
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-1\Ir. K.e11t mo·ved, seconded by Mr. Doyle, 

That this house d'o no\Y adjourn. 

Which being put, was carried. 

Then the house adjourned until J\1onday next at one of the clock. 

llf ONDA Y, A pi-ii 13, 1840. 

, A Message from His Excellency the Governor. 
JOSEPH Templeman, Esq., being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 

House that ho had a mGssage fron1 his Excellency the Governor, signed by 
his Excellency, and he presented the same to the House. 

He also presented to the House by corr1mand of his Excellency, a printed 
Report of the proceedings of the l~ewfoundland and British North American So
ciety fo1· educating the poor. 

And then the n1essenger withdre\v. 

The said rnessage was read by t\1r. Speaker as follows: 

H. PRESCOTT. 

The Governor transmits and recon1mends to the favourable consideration of the 
IIouse of Assembly the annexed copy of a letter from l\lajor Frazer, commanding 
the Royal Artillery at this station .. 

Government I-louse, 
13th April, 1840. 

The letter accon1panying the said message was read by the Clerk as follo\Vs: 
Artillery Office, Signal l·J ill, 

10th April, 1840. 
Sir,-1 have the honor to request that you will be pleased to submit for the fa

vourable consideration of his Excellency the Governor the case of gunner and 
driver, Patrick Burke, of the Royal Artillery, who is about to be invalided in con· 
sequence of a severe fracture of the left arm, which he accidentally met with when 
employed in October last, at the suggestion of his Excellency, with other volunteers 
of the Company under Lieut. Geary, in pursuit of wolves, then infesting the im
mediate neighbourhood of St. John'~. 

I beg to state that this accident was not occasioned by intemperance or neglect 
of any kind. That his former service, (six years) will be lost to him, and that it is 
more than probable he wi1l be discharged without any reward whatever... Gunner 
Burke has moreover a wife and farnily dependent upon him for support, and any 
aid that can be afforded will be bestowed upon a deserving soldier . 

The Hon. James Crowdy1 
Colonial Secretary. c 

' 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. B. FRAZER, 

M.ajor, Commandi.1g Royal Artillery 
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On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by ~fr. Doyle, 

Ordered,-That the said message and letter be referred to the committee on 
the supply bill, and the said report do lie on the table. 

l\1r. Nugent, froin the coinmittee appointed on the 9th inst. to present an ad .. 
dress of the House to his Excellency the Governor, reported that they had 
presented the said address accordingly, when his Excellency was pleased to reply 
as follo\vs-

Gentlemen, 
I have not received any communication respecting the address of the House of 

Assembly to her Majesty, \vhich \Vas transmitted by me to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies on the 9th Dece1nher last. 

Government House, 13th April, 1840~ 

l\1-r .. Nugent, pursuant to notice on the 10th inst. pre·sented an address to his 
Exce1Inecy the Governor, \vhich he read in his place, and after\tvards delivered it 
in at the (~lerk's table, \vhere it \Vas again read as follo,vs: . 

To 

May it please your Excellency,

his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
()ompanion of the Most Honorable 
1Jfilita1--y Order of the Batli, Governor 
and Comrnander-in-l)liief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland anil its 
De1Jendencies, ~c. ~c. 

The 1-Jouse of .. .\ssembly respectfully request your Excellency will please tc or
der that a copy of the Blue Book be laid before the House. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed· 

Orde111ell,-That l\'Ir. Nugent and Mr. \Vinser be a committee to present the 
same to his Excellency. 

The order of the dav that the 1-J ouse resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
el 

IJouse on the consideration of a bill granting to_ her l\·1ajesty certain supplies, being 
read"-

• l\ir. Winser, moved, seconded by ~Jr. Nugent, 

. Resolvetl,-That this House do now resolve itself into the said committee. 
, 

Mr. Speaker narned ~r. Winser to take the chair of the said committee, where-
upon 

l\1r. Moore 1noved, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

That Mr. ButJer do take the chair of the said committee. 

Which being put, t~e House divided thereon as follows :-

For the motion
Mr. Nugent 

.• Moore 
•. Winser 
•• McCarthy. 

So it passed in the negative. 

Against the motion
The Solicitor General 
Mr. Butler 

•• Kent 
• • Doyle 
.. Dwyer. 

Report of Committee 
to present address to 
his Excellency 

His Excellency's reply 

Address to his Excel
lency presented & read 

• I 

• 
( •• II. :I -

.... - ~ 

[:"'·--. 
~ 

·-I" ... 

• 
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l\1 r. \\7 inscr then took the .... chair of the co1nn1ittee. 

l\J r. Speaker resumed the chair. 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had made some progress 
in t~e business to thein referred, and had directed him to n1ove for leave to sit 
again. 

()rtfered,-That the said con1rnittee have leave to sit again. 

Notice for select com- t\1 r. Nugent gave notice that to-1norro\v he should 1nove for the anpointn1ent of _ 
mittee of investigation a select committee to investigate, an<l report upon, the return of Fine~, Forfeitures, 

Petition of C. Dalton 
and others 

·-

Referred to committee 
of supply 

Petition of Dr. Rotch .. 
ford 

and Penaltie .:, by the l\,1agist1:ates of St. Jonn's, laid befr)re the I-louse by direction 
of his Exce Heney the_ Governor, in compliance with an address of this: 1-1 ouse-and 
that the said co1nmittee have p:>vver to send for persons, papers, and records. 

Then the house adjourned ·until to-morro\V at one of the clock. 

rTUE§DAY, April 14, ·1840. 

A Petition of Charles Dalton, James \V alsh, and others, inhabitants of Carbo
. near, \Vas presented by l\1r. McCarthy, and the same \Vas received and read, 

setting forth.-

That petitioners confidently approach the Honse with a staten1ent of one of their 
greatest grievances, in the full reliance that it will be pleased to redress the same .. 

1.,hat while every to\vn and settlement in Conception Bay have been provided 
with the n1eans of free elementary instruction from the revenues of the country, 
the town of Carbonear, consisting of a population of four thousand inhabitants, 
(four fifths of which are unable to give their children education) is left lot ally des
titute. 

That petitioners in n1aking the above statement, 1nust, in justice lo the Board of 
Education of Conception Bay, acquit that body of any charge of injustice or neg
lect to\vards Garbonear. ;-the board considering that they ~ad not the 1neans oi 
doing justice to so large a population without doing great injury to the smaller 
and n1ore distant settlements of the district. 

That under these circun1stances, petitioners earnestly pray the House to grant 
such sum of money for establishing of elementary free schools as it may deem n1eet. 

On motion of Mr. McCarthy, seconded by ~1r. i\1oore, 

Ordered,-That the said petition be rcfer&ed to the con1mittee of Supply. 

A petition of John Rotchford, 1\1. D. \:Vas presented by the Solicitor General, 
(who stated in his place that he had obtained the consent of his Excellency the Go
vernor to present the same) and the said petition \Vas received and read, setting 
forth- , 
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rrhat petitioner was, in the year l 8 25, (prior to the arrival of Sir Thon1as Coch
rane as Governor of Newfoundland), contracted \Vith, and engaged by persons in 
authority, under those administering the Government of the colony, to perform cer
tain public duties. 

Thatjpetitioner performed these duties in a satisfactory manner, at a very con
siderable loss of tirne, some expense, and very great trouble, for which he has re
ceived no remuneration \vhatever. 

That petitioner~in 1825, applied for remuneration to the Magistrates in the 
Northern district in Session at Harbor Grace; but the consideration of his claim 
\Vas then reserved for the arrival of the Governor, hourly expected. 

That petitioner, sometime after the arrival of Sir Thomas Cochrane, as Govern
or, made an application, and received as answer-that this claim being a debt in
curred prior to the commencement of his Government, he possessed no control 
over ~it. 

That petitioner for\varded to his Excellency Captain Prescott an unattested state
ment of this debt against the colony by n1istake, on '1vhich his Excellency declined 
to interfere. 

But petitioner having obtained an attestation of his claim, begs to bring it fully 
tinder the consideration of the House, in the hope that justice may at length be 
done him by the colony. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. McCarthy, 

Ordered,-"f hat the said petition be referred to the committee on the bill of 
Supply. 

r,1r. l\1cCc1rthy gave notice that to-morro\V he would move an address to his Ex
cellency the Governor, respectfully requesting his Excellency to cause to he laid 
before this 1-1 ouse, a copy of the las! report from the Board of Educatio11 for Con
ception Bay. 

Mr. Nugent n1oved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

1.,hat the resolution of the house restricting the admission of bills to the J7th 
ulti. be suspended, so far as permitting the introduction of a hill to provide for 
completing the Topsail and Bay Bulls roads, and for repairing the Portugal Cove 
road, and for other purposes. 

'Vhich being put, the House divided thereon as follows :-

For the motion
Mr. Nugent 
.. Kent 
.. Dwyer 
The Solicitor General. 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

Against the motion
Mr. Butler 
.. Winser 
•. McCarthy~ 

Mr. Nugent, pursuant to notice, rnoved for leave to bring in a bill to amend an 
act passed in the second year of the reign of her present Majesty, entitled " an 
'-\ct for granting to her Majesty a supply of mo11ey for making and repairing of 
roads, streets and bridges in this colony, and to regulate the expenditure of the 
same," and to make provision for completing certain main roads in this colony, and 
for other purposes. 

··- . '( . 

... .. ~ . 

,- - ~ 

Ref erred to committee 
of supply 

Notice of address to his 
Excellency 

.. 
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'\V·hich 1being put, and the House dividing thereon, there appeared for the mo .. 
tion fout, against it three. 

• 

\ For the motion-

The Solicitor General 
' l\'Ir. Nugent 
. . Kent 
.. Dwyer· 

So it passed in the affirrnative. 
' 

Against the motion

M r. Winser 
.. McCarthy 

Butler . 

The said bill was then presented and read a first time. 

-Oridered,-·That the said biJJ be read a second time to-n1orro\v . 

.J:l Jtlessage.from His Excellency the Governor. 

.. :Joseph 1,enipleman, Esq., being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 
House that he had a message frorn his Excellency 1he Governor, signed by his 
Excellency, and he presented the same to the House. 

And then tl1e n1essenger \Vithdre\v. 

The said rnessage \Vas read by l\1r. Speaker as follows: 

H. PRESCOTT. 

The Governor transmits for the consideration of the I-louse of Asse1nbly tho ac
companying communication from the Board of Road Commissioners for the dis
trict of St. John's ;-also, the copy of a letter from the Board of Commissioners, 
constituted under the act 6, 'V n1. 4. cap. 15, \Vith reference to the services of their 
Chairman. 

Government House, 
14th April, 1840. 

The communication and copy of letter accompanying the said n1essage was 
~thon read by the Clerk-(for which see Appendix.) 

Ordered,-1'hat the same do lie upon the table. 

Letter from J Temple. 1\1r. Speaker laid before the 1-Jouse a letter from Joseph rrempleman Esq., trans-
man Esq. mitting by con1rnand of his Excellency the Governor a petition addressed to his 

Excellency by Mary Po\ver of Harbor Grace. 

The said petition was then read by the Clerk, setting forth-

That petitioner is a poor \vido\V in the eighty second year of her age, having 
no person to look to for support, and is incapable of earning any, fron1 the bodily 
infir1nities petitioner is labouring under. 

That ·petitioner is in a t1·uly destitute situation, deprived of.the common neces
saries of lite for .. want of means to procure them; and in consequence of the banish-
1nent of.petitioner's son, ~Patrick ·Power) and the death of his \Vife, )petitioner is 
~burdened ·with the care and support of their infant son, without .the smallest .re
'muneration lfrom ·the· Government as is usua11y granted in·such cases, for ~the .sup
port of orphans. 

• 
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Petitioner therefore humbly solicits his Excellency to take her miserable situa
tion into his ·kind and charitable consideration by granting her some relief for her
self, and means in future to support tl1e child. 

On motion of Mr, M'Carthy, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Ordered,-Tl1at the said petition be referred to the committee on the bill of 
Supply. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, tl1e house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole house on the further consideration of a bill for granting to her Ma
jesty certain supplies. 

' . Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 

I 

Referred to committee 
of supply 

House in committee on 
Supply 

The chairrnan reported fro1n the committee that they had gone through the Report 
said bill, and had made several amendn1ents therein, which they had directed him 
to report to the house, and he delivered the bill "vith the amendments in at the 
Clerk's table. 

And the said amendn1ents having beeri read throughout, \Vere, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

Ordered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed, and read a third time 
to-morrow. 

l\lr. Nugent n1oved, pursuant to notice, seconded by :\1r. 'Vinser, 

Resolved,-That a committee be appointed to investigate and report upon the Committee of investiga· 
return of Fines, Forfeitures, and Penaltie~, by the Magistrates of St. J 'onn's, laid tion 

before the House by direction of his Excellency the Governor, in compliance with 
an address of this 1--Jouse-and that the said co1nmittee have power to send for 
persons, records and papers. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent, l\t1r. Winser, Mr. l\.ent, Mr. Doyle, and the So
licitor General, do form the said con1n1ittee. 

The 8olicitor General gave notice that to-morrow he should 1nove an address 
to his Excellency the Governor on the subject of his Excellency's n1essage to this 

-house on the 26th ult. transmitting a despatch from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies relative to certain acts passed in 1838. 

Then the house adjourned utitil to-morrow at one of the clock • 

WEDNESDAY, April ·15, 1840.: 

MR. 1"1'Carthy, pursuant to notice yesterday, presented the dr.aft of an a~dress 
· to his Excellency the Governor, \vhich he read in· his place, and afterwards 
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delivered it in at the Clerk's table, ~vhere it \Vas again read as follows : 

. ~lay it please your Excellency, 

To His Excellency Henr.Y Prescott, 
Esq., Companion of the Most Hono· 
rable Militar.y Orde·r of the Bath, 
Gove'rnor and Com·mander-in-Chit:f 
in and over the I;sland of Ne~found
land and its Dependeneies, ~c. ~c. 

Tl1e House of Assembly reqt1est your Excelle11cy will please order that 
a copy of the last Report of tl1e Co1n1nissione1•s of Edt1cation for tl1e dis
trict of Co11ception Bay, be laid before tl1is House. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed 

Ordered,-That l\ir. l\1'Carthy and Mr. Moore be a committee to present the 
san1e to his Excellency. 

Letter ftom J Temple- Mr. Speaker laid before tl1e 11ouse a letter from Joseph Ten1ple1nan, Esq .. 
man Esq. transn1itting, by con1mand of his Excelle11cy the Go·vernor, tl1e return 

from the Board of ~'on1missioners of Roads i11 the district of St. Joh11's, 
as requested in a11 address of this house. 

Message from his Ex .. 
cell ency 

The said return \Vas read by the Clerk.-(For \vhich see Appendix.) 

On n1otion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by l\fr. Moore, 

llesolved,..;_.That the said return be printed for the use of the l\1embers. 

.fl Jllessage.froni His Excellency the Governor. 

. Joseph l'e1nple1nan, Esq., being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 
House that he had a message frorn his ExceJlency the Governor, signed by his 
Excellency, and he presented the same to the [louse. 

And then the messenger \Vit.hdre\v. 

rl~he said rnessage \Vas read by i\1r. Speaker as follo\VS: 
. 

1-J. PRESCOTT. 

The Governor thinks it right to make the follo,ving observations respecting the 
supply bill no\v before the House of .Assernbly. 

1-Iis Excellency understands that no provision is made to cover claims and ex
penses under the Registration Act. Upon this point, he cannot express himself 
more strongly than he did by his n1essage of the 17th January last, to which he 
begs to recal the attention cf the House. 

The accounts due to the Hospital for pauper patients have not, it appearg, been 
provided for. When the powers of the late Commissioners for the relief of the poor 
ceased, there were many patients in the hospital, under their authority ; the Di~ 
rectors of the hospital therefore, had no alternative between trusting to the just 
and benevolent feelings of the l .. egislature, and turning those suffering creatures 
out to perish on the road. 'J'hey naturally en1braced the former course, and ac
f?ording to every recognized principle of honor and justice, their claims should be 
discharged. 

• 
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For "Civil and Criminal Prosecutions" for the year 1839-40, £350 were allot
ted, and £330 for salaries to the Clerks of the peace. rrhis latter sum \Vas in 
lieu of fees in Cri rninal proceedings, and was considered in a pecuniary point of . 
view as beneficial to the public. £ 150 more were required in addition to the first 
named sum, and have been voted for the current year in the present bill. In that 
bill, however, viz., for 1840-41, the salaries are omitted, and about £350 granted 
in lieu of the joint sums of £830, proposed in the estimate upon the foundation of 
past experience. 

In the estimate for the current year, £800 were inserted for " Gaol expenses,'' 
-£450 only were so appropriated in the act, £430 of which were expended in the 
first six months, and consequently, £400 more 'vere applied for by 1nessage on the 
3d February last. Nevertheless nothing seems on this head to be provided in the 
present bill,-and the ensuing year is again reduced from £800 to £450. 

It is hardly necessary for the Governor to remark that those 'vho are confined 
under the law, he cannot let Joose upon the public, nor can they be perrnitt~d to 
starve within the 'valls of a prison. 

By reference to the expense of former years incurred by the '' Circuit Courts,'' 
it will be seen that the estirnate now before the House was not taken high, it has, 
however, been reduced in the bill by one-sixth. 

l"he Act 5, Geo. 4, cap. 67, directs that one Circuit Court at least, shall be held 
every year in each district. This rule will be observed, but the Courts, in conse
quence of the deficient vote, must be held at fewer places, and for a s~orter period. 

The estimate for " Postag·es and Incidentals,~' has also been reduced by 
one-sixth. 

In the estirnate, £600 were set down for the ''Geological Survey," calculated 
on the scale of last year. Thi~ item has not been voted. '"fhe Governor cannot 
but regret the discontinuance of an operation conducive to the interests of science, 
and important to this colony. His concern is increased by the cir~umstance of 
the Gentleman employed thereupon not ha,1 ing received earlier intimation that 
his services would not be further req~ired. 

\tVith respect to the £500 asked for" Unforeseen Contingencies,'' hie. Excellency 
believes such an arrange1nent to be desirable; but if the House consider it un
safe or unwise to place that sun1 at his discretion, he can, of course, have nothing 
further to say upon the omission of this item in the bill .• 

Regarding the two items of the nature of a " Tack,'' on the subject of the con
tingencies of a previous l~egislati ve session, it is only necessary for the Governor 
to refer to communications formerly made to the House, to prove the impossibility 
of his assenting to the bill in its present form. 

Government House, 
15th April, 1840,, 

Ordered,-That the said message do lie upon the table. 

I 

. . -. . . 

. ... : .. 

. 
,_. ,.. ...... 

Pursuant to the order of the day, the house resolved itself into a committee of House in committee on 
the whole house on the consideration of a bill to establish the fees and costs charge.. bill to establish fees, &c 

able in the several Police offices and Courts of Sessions in this colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. Moore took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 



Report 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

\ 

" 
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The chairman reported fro1n the committee that they hacl gone througl1 the 
said bill, and had made several amendn1ents therein, which they had directed him 
to report to the house, and he delivered the said bill with the amendments in at 
the Clerk's table. · 

And the said amendments having been read throughout, \Vere, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

Ordered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed, and read a third time. 
to-morrow. 

The order of the day for the third reading of an engrossed bill granting to her 
Majesty certain supplies, being read, . 

1\1 r. Nugent moved, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

'J'hat in the grant in the said bill, of six hundred pounds. towards defraying the 
Salaries of two Police Magist1·ates for the District of St. John's, the word 
"two" be struck out, and ''three'' inserted in its stead. 

. 
-~ 

Which being put, _the House divided thereon as follows , 

I~"or the motion-

~fr. Nugent 
. . McCarthy 
. • l\.1oore 
.. Winser 

. Against the motion--

M r. Kent 
. . Butler 
. . Doyle 
The Solicitor General. 

And the house being equally divided, 1\ilr. 8peaker gave his casting vote against 
the mot ion. 

So it passed in the negative. 

'l'he said bill was then -read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Winser, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title he " .~n act for grant
ing to her l\'J ajesty a sum of money for defraying the expenses of the Civil Govern
ment of this colony and for other purposes, for the year ending the 30th Jone, 1840, 
and for regulating the appropriation of the same." 

Ordered,-That Mr. Winser and Mr. Nugent do carry the said bill up to her 
Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

On motion of l\1r. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

That the bill to amend an act passed in the 2d year of the reign of her present 
Majesty, for t~e making and repairing of roads, streets and bridges in this colony, 
&c., and to make provision for co1npleting certain main roads in this colony, and 
for other purposes, be now read a second ti1ne. \ 
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Which being put, the House divided thereon as follows:-

For the motion-

Mr. Nugent 
.. Kent 
. . Dwyer 
. . Moore. 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

And the said bill was read a second time. 

Against the motion

M r. Butler 
•• Winser 
•• McCarthy • 
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Orde1·ed,-That the said bill be committed to a co1nmittee of the whole House; 

Resolveil,-That this House \Viii, to-morrow, resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole 1-Jouse on the consideration of the said bill. 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at one of the clock. 

THURSDAY, .. L\pril 16, 1840.· 

AGREEABLY to the order of the day, an engrossed hill to establish the fees 
and costs chargeable in the several Police offices and Courts of Sessions in 

this colony, \Vas read a third time. 

On inotion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. 'Vinser, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be ''an Act to establish 
the fees and costs chargeable in the severa1 Police offices and Courts of Sessions 
in this colony.' 

Ordered,-Tbat Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winser do carry the said bill up to her 
Majesty'i Council and desire their concurrence . 

.!I .!JI es sage from His Excellency the_ Governor. 

Joseph Templeman, Esq., being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 
Bouse that ho had a message from his Excellency the Governor, signed by his 
Excellency, and he presented the same to the House. 

And then the messenger withdrew. 

The said message was read by t\1r. Speaker as follows: 

H. PRESCOTT. 
. 

The Governor transmits for the information of the House of Assembly, copies of 

. . , 

...__ . . ........ ... 

Bill to establish Fees & 
Costs read 3d time 

Pused 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Message fro~ his Ex• 
cellency 

• • i 



To lie on the table. 

.... _~ ) ... 

' . 

) " . 

• r. • .. 

Notice of address to his 
Excellency 

I 
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sundry despatches 'vhich he received yesterday frvn1 the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies; numbered respectively, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 28. 

Government I-louse, ~ 
16th April, 1840. 5 ' 

The despatches accompanying the said message \Vere then severally read by the 
Clerk-(for which see Appendix.) ... 

Ordered,-That the said message and despatches do lie upon the table. 

The order of the day, that the House resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole ll ouse, on the consideration of a · bill to amend an act passed in the 2d year 
of the reign of her present ~ajesty, for the making and repairing of roads, streets, 
and bridges in this colony, being read, y • 

Mr. \iVinser n1oved, seconded by l\1r. :\1cCarthy, 

That the sai<l order of the <lay be dischargrd, and the said bill be committed this 
day six months. 

~Jr. Nugent moved in. amendrnent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

That all the words in the said motion after the \vord '' that'' be struck out, and 
the following inserted in their stead, viz.-the said bill be now committed to a 
committee of the whole House. 

Which being put, and the House dividing thereon, there appeared for the 
amendment ~hree, against it, six. 

For the an1endment

M r. Nugent 
. . l{ent 
.. Dwyer· 

So it passed in the negative. 

Against the amendment

l\1 r. Winser 
.. McCarthy 

Butle1· 
.. Godfrey 
. ~ l\·1oore 
The Solicitor General. 

The original motion was then put, and the House divided thereon as follows:-

• 

, For the motion-

The Solicitor General 
Mr. Butler 

- \Vinser 
- Moore 
- Godfrey 
- McCarthy . 

• 

• 

Against the motion

M r. Nugent 
- Dwyer 
- Kent. 

So it passed in the affirmative, and ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Nugent gave notice, that to-morrow he should move for the appointment of 
a committee to prepare an address to his Excellency the Governor, in ans\iver to 

.his Excellency's message of yesterday, respecting the supply bill. 
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Then the house adjourned until Monday next at one of the clock. 

l\loNDAY, April 20, 1840.t 

]f R· Nugent, from the committee appointed on the 13th inst. to present to his Ex~ 
cellency the Govertlor an address of this House, praying his Excellency to 

cause to be laid before this House a copyofthe " Blue Book," reported tha~ they 
had presented the said address accordingly, when his Excellency was pleased to 
reply as follows:-

Gentlemen, 

In answer to this address, I have to state, that as soon as the " Blue Book'' for 
the current year shall be l cornpleted, a copy of it will be transrnitted to the 
House of Assembly. 

I take advantage of this opportunity to request the attention of the House to my 
message of the 26th ult. ; because on next Saturday evening the Court House must 
be given up to the Sheriff, t.o enable him on the following l\1onday to cornmence 
his preparation for the~holding of the Courts. 

Government Ilouse, ~ 
18th April, 1840. 5 

Mr. Moore reported from the committee appointed on the I.5th inst. to present 
to his Excellency the Governor an address of the House, praying his Excellency to 
cause to be laid before this I-louse a copy of the report from the Board of Educa
tion of Conception Bay, that they had attended to that duty, and his Excellency 
was pleased to reply as follows :-

·(~entiemen,-

'l'he yearly report required from the Commissioners of Education, under act 6th 
W. 4, cap. 13th, will not be due until the rnonth of July. 

Government House, ~ 
18th April, 1840 5 

Reports of Committees 
appointed to present ad
dresses to his Excellen
cy with his Excellency's 
replies thereto 

' 

I • 

A petition of George~Henry Emerson~ of St. John's, was presented by Mr. Nu- Petitiono£G. HEmer· 
gent, and the same was~received and read,~setting forth- son 

• 

That petitioner, in pursuance of certain resolutions of the House of the 11th of 
November, A. n. 1837, was employed to defend two several actions which had been 
prosecuted against Patrick 1\1orris, Esq., one of the Members of the House, by 
1-lenry John Boulton, the then · Chief Justice, and Benjamin Greer Garrett, the 
High Sheriff, for the publishing of a certain pamphlet, alleged to hafe been done 
bv order of the House . ., 

That petitioner defended the said actions, and that the defence has terminated 
snccessfully,-Mr. Garrett having withdrawn his record from Court, and Henry 
John Boulton having virtually discontinued his suit by leaving this country, and 
not appointing any professional person to act for him. 
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~rhat during the Session of 1838, pctition~r, at the request of a ·· rne1nber of the 
.. I-1nuse, furnished his account against it-an1ounting to £48 15s. 6d. stg .-and 

vvhich sun1 \Vas voted to petitioner, but rejected by her l'l.Iajesty's Council, in con
sequence of the said suits then being pen<ling and undecided. 

l 

That petitioner begs to refer tho (-louse to the account furnished by him during 
the session of 18:39, amounting to £162 5s. 6d. stg., \Vhich account includes the 
arnount of £48 15s. 6d. before mentioned; and the remaining su1n being for work 
and labor performed by him in the service of the house, at great expense and anx
iety, in the suits of Ed,vard Kielley against certain members of the house, and Tho
mas Beck, one of its officers, together \Vi th a general retaining fee of fifty guineas, 
for conducting the said suits to their final ter1nination. 

Referred to committee 
on contingencies 

']'hat petitioner therefore hu1nbly submits to the lJouso if his services entitle him 
to the above amount ot £162 6s 6d stg., being the amount of his account; and 
hurnbJ y prays in the pre.rnises the consideration of the house. 

, 

On rnotion of ~·Ir. Nugent, seconded by LVIr. Winser, 

Ordered,-l""hat the said petition be referred to the committee on contingen
cy bill. 

Report of committee of 
of enquiry 

1\-Jr. Nugent, from the cornrnittee appointed on the 8th inst. to enquire into, and 
report upon, the contingencies of the Legislature during the present session, re
ported that they had prepared a bill to provide for the said cont"ingencies, which he 
presented, and the same was read a first time. 

Re~olution for commit
tee to prpare address to 
his Excellency 

Message from her Ma .. 
jesty's Council 

I • 

.. ..... 

Orde1·ed,-·That the said bilJ be read a second time to-n1orrow. 

1\1 r. Nugent moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

llesolved',-rrhat a committee be appointed to prepare an address to his Excel
lency the Governor, in ans'1ver to his Excellency's message of the J 5th inst., upon 
the subject of the supply bill. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent, the Solicitor Genera], Mr. Kent, 1"1r. Winser' 
and Mr. Moore, do form the said comn1ittee. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The Master-in-Chancery brought down fi·om her Majesty's Council the follow
ing \Vritten n1essages: 

JJI r. Speaker, 

. ~er Majesty's Council have passed the bill sent up from the House of .i·\ssen1bly 
for the concurrence of this house, entitled " an act to regulate the manner of em .. 
pannelling of Juries in the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts of this Island, and 
to deterrr1ine the qualiti cation of Jurors in the said <:ourts,'' with some amend
ments, to which they request the concurrence of the Assembly. 

' Council Chamber, 
20th April, 1840, 

t .. : ~ ••• .{ ... _.~. 

JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Member p1·esiding" 
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.lf r. Speaker, 

Her ~1ajesty's Council have passed the bill sent up from the House of Assembly 
for the concurrence of the house, entitled " .. ~n act for granting to her Majesty a 
sum of money for defi·aying the expenses of the Civil Government of this colony, 
and for other purposes, for the year ending the 30th June, 1841, and for regulating 
the appropriation of the same," with some amendn1enls, to which they request the 
concurrence of the r\ssembJy. . 

JAMES SIMMS, 
Council Cha1nber, Senior Member ·Presiding. 
20th April, 1840. 

And then the messenger 'vithdrew. 

-
Pursuant to order, the house resolved itself into a committee of the whole house House i.n comrnittee on 

on the further consideration of ways and means. Ways and Means 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the chair. . 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had considered the busi
. ness to them referred, and had co1ne to certain resolutions thereon, which he was 

directed to report to the l·Jouse. 

,, 

Mr. 'Vinser n1oved, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

That the said report be received. 

l\·Jr. Kent 1noved in amendrnent, seconded by Mr. Dwyer, 

'I,bat as there is no necessity for additional taxation, the said report be, not re
ceived, and that the schedule of duties contained in the existing revenue act, be ta
ken as the scale for the intended revenue bill. 

Which being put, and the House dividing thereon, there appeared for the· 
amendn1ent two, against it, six. 

For the an1endment-

Mr. Dwyer 
- Kent. 

~o it passed in the negative. 

.. 

.. 

Against the amendment-

M r. Nugent 
- Butler 
- Winser 
- , Moore 
- Doyle 

The Solicitor General 

The original motion was therr put, and the .House divjded · thereon as· 
foJl6WS :-

Report. 

.... \-~ 



-iteport 

' 
' 

.L '. _.;., 

, 
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For the motion-

Mr. Nugent 
•. Winser 
. . Butler 
.. Moore. 

Doyle 
The Solicitor General. 

So it passed in the affirmative, and 

Ordered, according I y. 

Against the motion-

Mr. Kent 
. . Dwyer 

.... 

: i ... .. .. 

. ...... , - .. . 

The chairman then read the said resolutions, and afterwards delivered. thern in 
at the Clerk's table where they were again read as follow : 

Resoived-That it is the opinion of this committee that the follo"'ing table o( 
Duties be adopted upon \Vines, Spirits, Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, imported 
into Ne\vfoundland and its dependencies. 

All Wine in Bottles . . . . . . the gal Ion 
All other Wines . . . . • . • ••••• the gallon 
For every gallon Brandy, Geneva, and Cordials, not 

exceeding the strength of Proof by Syke's hydron1e
ter, ano so in proportion for any greater strength, and 
for any greater or Jess quantity than a gallon, the 
duty per gallon • • • • • • . ....• 

For every ga11on of Rum and Whiskey, not exceeding 
the strength of Proof by Syke's hydrometer, and so 
in proportion for any greater strength, and for any 
greater or Jess quantity than a gallon, the duty per 
gallon • • • • • ... 

For every barrel of Apples •••••• 

For every cwt. salted Beef and Pork 
For every C\Vt. Bread or Biscuit, the C\Vt. 

•••••• 

•••••• 
For every cwt. Butter, the cwt. • ....• 
Coals, the ton . . • . . . . ....• 
For every barrel Flour, not exceeding in weight 196 lbs. 
Goods, Wares and 1\1erchandize not otherwise enumerated 

0 2 0 
0 1 0 

0 0 6 

0 0 6 
O I 0 
0 l 0 
0 0 - 3 
0 I 6 
0 1 0 
0 I 0 

described or charged \Vith duty in this act, and not her~
in declared to be duty free, for every £100 of the true 
value thereof . . . . . . • •••• ~ 2 I 0 () 

l\1olasses • • • • . • • • . . Free 
Salt . . . . • . . . Free 
In1plements and Materials fit and necessary 

for the fisheries, viz. Lines, Twines, hooks 
Nets and Seines . . • . • • f 1 ree 

Coin and Bullion . . . . . . . . Free 
Horses, Mares, and Geldings Free 
Neat Cattle and Calves . . . • Free • 

Sheep . . . . • . . . . .. Free 
Hogs . . . . . . • .• ~ Free 
Potatoes and all other vegetables Free 
·Printed Books . · • , • . Free . 

. 

.; 



,, 
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Lumber, the 1000 feet, one inch through 
Oa1meal, the barrel, not exceeding 200 lbs. 
Tin1her, the ton .... 

• • • • 

Shing Ies, the thousand 
Tea, the lb. . .•... 

• • • • 

Refined Sugar, the cwt. • ••• 
l1nrefined or clayed Sugar, the cwt. 
Cigars, the thousand •... 
Manufactured and Leaf Tobacco, per lb. 
Ale, Porter and Cider, for every £100 of the 

value thereof ..... . 
Preserved Fruit, the cwt. 

0 2 6 
0 0 6 
0 1 6 
0 I 0 
0 0 2 
0 [> 0 
0 2 0 
.0 IO 0 
0 O I 

5 0 0 
0 5 0 
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Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this committee that a duty of 2s. per ton 
be imposed upon all foreign going vessels; that is to say, upon all vessels except 
those employed in the fishing and coasting trade. 

Provided that such charge shall only be payable once in each year. 

And the said resolutions having been read throughout, were upon the question 
put thereon? agreed to by the house. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-rfhat a committee be appointed to prepare a bill in conformity with 
the said resolutions. 

Ordered,-That the Solicitor General, Mr. Nugent, and l\1r. Winser do form 
the said comn1ittee. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The Master-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow- Message f'rom her Ma-
ing \Vritten rriessage : jesty's Council 

JJfr. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council acqnaint the House of Assembly that the contingent ac
count of the Clerk, as annexed, a1nounts to one hundred and fifty pounds eleven 
shillings and seven pence-and that of the Usher of the Black Rod, also annexed, 
to sixteen pounds and four pence ; making together one hundred and sixty-six 
pounds, eleven stillings and eleven pence sterling,-and that they have resolved 
that the officers of the Council shall be paid for their services during the present 
session as follows: 

Master in Chancery·, one hundred pounds. 

Clerk, one hundred pounds. 

Usher of the Black Rod, seventy pounds. 

Door Keeper, thirty five pounds. 

.. 

Assistant Door Keeper a nd Messenger, ten pounds .. 

Council Chamber, 
20th April, 1840. 

JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Member presiding. 

-. -

·-· 
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Contingent Account of the Clerk· of lhe Council for the present session, (1~40.) 

Ryan & "'Tithers, printing • • • • • • . . . . . .. f1 enry \'Vinton, binding •••... 
.~. ~1'1 ver, Stationery ...... . 
Superintending the printing of the Journals 
Probable amount of printing and binding J'ournals 

for the present session . . . . . .... 

£21 . 0 4 
0 JO 5 
4 0 10 

25 0 0 

100 0 0 
-----

Stg. £150 1 t 7 

CHRISTOPHER AYRE, Clerk ~ 
20th .April, 1840. , 

... . 

Account of Contingencies of her Majest.r's Council in the session, of 1840, so far 
as re-late to the office of the Usher of the Black Rod. 

\\·m. Freen1an, account for fitting up (~ouncil Chamber 8 9 2 
James Clift, for 10 hhds. coals •••• 4 5 0 
Paid Sheriff, Blake's aecount for coals supplied in the 
. , Session of 1838, (omitted) l5 •••••• 5 5 

Cy. £18 9 7 
Stg. 16 O 4 

JOS~:Pfl TE:\1PLE1VIAN, 
· St. John's, Ne\vfld. 

16th A priJ, 1840. 
Usher of the Blacl< Rod• 

fl 
j 

Address to his 'Excel
lency presented & read 

~tr'l ... 
' 
t I , 

And then the n1essenger withdrevv. 

/ 

The Solicit.or Genera), pursuant to notice on the 14th inst . presented to the 
House an address to his ExcPllency the (~ovcrnor, \vhich he read in his place, and 
after\Vards cleJivered it in at the (~ Jerk's table, \Vhere it was again read as foJIO\VS: 

. 

To liis Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq. 
l~ornpanion <!f the Most I-Ionorable 

l\'lay it please your ExceBency,-

1 
Military Order of the Bath, Goxernor 
anll Com1nande1~-in-l .hief in, ancl over 
tlte Island of Newfoundland and its 
DeJJt:ndencies, 4--c. ~c. 

: The House of Assembly in ans\ver to your Excellency's message to the House 
of the ~6th l\.Iarcb, transrnitting a copy of a despatch frorn her l\1ajesty's Secreta
r:y of State fo1 .. the Colonies, relative to certain nets passed in 1838-and also call
ing the attention of the House, for the information of her Majesty"s Government, 
to the A ct I, Vic. cap. 4th, beg respect fall)' to acquaint your Excellency that the 
I-louse conceive that in order to amend this act, it 'vould be necessary to revise 
the whole. crimin<.ll. code of England ; and as such an undertalting would require 
Illll~Cb, pro(essihn,a.J,.skiJ! and_ research, they respectfully suggest whether the ques
tion of the applicability of the various crirninal statutes of England to the colony, 
might not, n1ith propriety, be submitted to the judges of the Supren1e Court, and 
the Crown Officers of the Island, to re-> port upon, in order to enable the hnuse to 
ag.ain lesgislate upon so important a subject • 

I 
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ResolverJ,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Orderetl,-That the Solicitor-General and Mr. Moore be a committee to pre
sent the same to his ~~xcellency. 

Then 'the house adjourned until to-morro\v at one of the clock • 

.. 

TUESDAY, April 21, 1840 . 

.. on motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Resolved,-That the amendn1ent.s made by her Majesty's Council in and upon 
the bill sent up to them from this House, granting to her Majesty certain supplies, 
be read a first tirne this day six months. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by ~1r. l\'1oore, ' • 

Resolved,-That this house do no\v resolve itself into a committee of the whole · 
l~ouse on the consideration of the present state of the (.'o]ony. I 

!ind the house resolved itself into the said co1nmittee accordingly. House in committee 01' 
state of Colony 

~1r. Speaker left the chair. 

-lVIr. Butler tool( the chair of the co1111nittee. 

l\1lr. Speaker resumecl tl1e cl1air. 
, 

The chair1nan reported frorn the comn1ittee that they had considered the busi- Report 

ness to them referred, and had co1ne to certain resolutions thereon, \vhich he was 
directed to report to the I ~ouse; and he read the said resolutions in his place, and 
after\vards delivered thern in at the Clerk's table, where they were again read as 
t()}\O\V :- • 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this comrr1ittee that a supply be granted to 
her i\'.Iaj est y. I 

Resolved,-That it is the opinion of this cornn1ittee that a hill be prepareCI to 
' provide for the contingent expenses of the last session of the Legislature. 

Resolved,-That the com1nittee, in thus recommending to the Assembly to re
cede fron1 their intention of pressing the annexation of the sum for the contingent 
<~xpenses of the Legislature to the 13ill of appropriation of general Supplies for the 
civil service of the colony, are influenced by their de~p desire to promote a harmo
nious working of the several branches of the constitution of Newfoundland. 

And the said resolutions having 'been read throughout, ~vere, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

1\lr. Nugent, pursuant to the said. resolutions, presented a bill for granting to her 
?~lajesty certain supplies-also, a bill to defi'ay the contingent expenses of the Le- t 

gislatul'e during the last session; and the sa1ne \Viere severally read a; first time . 

.. 
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The Solicitor General, frotn the comrnittee appointed to prepare a bill for grant
ing to her i\1ajesty certain duties, reported that they had prepared a hill for that 
purpose accordingly, which he presented, and the same was read a first time. 

Contingency bill read Pnrsuant to the order of the day, a bill to provide for the contingent expenses of 
2d time the Legislature during the present session, was read a seconrl time. 

Orde1·ed,-That the said bill be committed to a cotnmittee of the whole House 
to .. morro\v. 

On n'lotion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 
• 

Suspension of rules &c. lleso/1,eil,-That the ru 1es and resolutions of the house, in reference to the pro-

Sundry bills read 2d 
time 

To be committed 

Honse in committee on 
Supply 

Report 

posing, reading, committing, and passing of bills and addresses, be suspended.-

On motion of ~1 r. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Ordered,-1.,hat the bill for granting to her ~/Jajesty certain ·supplies, the bill 
to defray the contingent expenses of the Legislature, during the last and present 
session, and the bill for granting to her l\lajesty certain duties, be now read a se· 
cond time. 

And the said bills \Vere sererally read a second time accordingly. 

Ordered,-That the said bills be committed to a committee of the whole house. 

Resolvetl,-'fhat this house wilJ, to-n1orro\v, resolve itseJfinto a comn1.ittee of 
th~ whole House on the consideration of the said sevP.ral bills. 

/ 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at twelve of the clock. 

WEDNESDAY, April 22, ·1840. 

puRSUANT to the order of the day, the house resolved itself into a committee 
of the whQle house on the consideration of a, bill for granting to her i\t]ajesty 

certain supp lies. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Seeaker resumed tl1e chair. 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the 
said bill and had made some amendments therein, which he was directed to report 
to· the house; and he delivered the said ~ill 'Yith the amendments in at the Clerk's 
table. · 

Amendments read and · And the said amendments having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
agreed to severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 
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01~de'red,-"fhat the said bill~as Eamended be engrossed and read a~third time 
presently. 

[~; Agreeably to order, the said engrossed bill -was readitia third time. ~ 

On motio11 of Mr. Winser, seconded by :\1r. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be " an Act for grant
ing to her lVJajesty a sum of n1oney for defraying the expei:ises of the civil Govern-
1nent of this colony, and for other purposes, for the year ending the 30th June, 1841." 

l\1r. Moore ~oved for leave to bring in a bill to provide for the expenses of the 
Board of Com1nissioners of roads for the district of St. John's, and for other pur
poses. 

And on the question that leave be granted being put, the House divided ~as fol
lo\vs :-

For the motion- .l\gainst the motion-
1\'1 r. Dwyer The Solicitor General 

.. Nugent Mr. \Vinser 

. . l\'.Ioore . . Butler 
And the House being equally divided~ Mr. Speaker gave his casting vote against 

the rnotion. 

So it passed in the:negative. 

Pursuant to the order of the day, th~ house resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole house on the consideration of a bill for granting to her Majesty 
certain duties. 

Mr. Speaker left tl1e chair. 

l\1r. '1Vi11ser took the chair of the co111n1ittee. 

Mr. Speal{.er resu1ned tl1e cl1air. 

The chairman reported from the cornmittee that they had gone through the 
said bill and had made some amend~ents therein, which he was directed to report 
to the house; and he delivered the said bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's 
table. 

And the said amendtnents having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. . · 

Ordered,- .. ,.fhat tl1e said bill as an1ended be engrossed and read a third time to
n1orro\v. 

.. 

' 

Passed 
Title 

House in committee on 
Bill for granting certain 
duties 

Report 

Amendments read and 
agreed to 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the house resolved itself into a committee of House in committee on 
the whole House on the consideration of a bill to provide for the contingent ex- Contingency bill . 
penses of the Legislature during the past and preseilt sessions. 

r 
Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. w ·inser took the chair of the co1nmittee. 

Mr. Speal~er resun1ed the chair. 

_Th~ chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the Report 
said b1l} and had agreed to the sarr1e without any amendment. 
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(}l!Yl"ttr ed,-'l'hat the sai.cl bill be engrossed and read a third ti1ne to-n1orrow. 

On 111otion of .1\1r. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor Genera), 

Resolved,-Tha.t Mr. Moore and Mr. Dwyer be added to the committee of in .. 
vestigation on the return of Fines and Forfeitures of the Police office of St. John's. 

Then t.he house adjourned t1ntil to-morro'v at eleven of the clock. 

THURSDAY, April 23, 184(). 
\ 

Address to his Excel-
lency presented & read M R. Nugent. presented an ~ddress to his Excellenc:t' the Governor, which he 

re~d in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk.'s table, 
where it \Vas again read as follo\\'S :-

"';• ... · 

. ' .. 

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
()onipanio1i of the 1'lost Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and G onirnande1'-in-l1liiif in and over 
the Islarid of Newfoundland anil its 
Dependencies, ~c._ ~--c. 

May it please your Excellency,-

The House of Assembly have taken into their most serious consideration your 
Excellency's message of last l~riday, co1nmunicating to them several despatches 
of the right hon. her Majesty's Principal Secre~ary of State for the colonies, parti· 
cularly those of the 17th and 19th February, and of the 9th March; and while 
they regret the conclusions derived by his Lord~hip fi·om their former representa
tions, together with the counter representations of other parties vvith \Vhich they 
remain perfectly unacquainted, in the deep anxiety to n1eet the views of her Majes
ty's Government, and to prornote a harmonious \Vorking of the several branches of 
the constitution of the colony, they have determined to accede to the desire of the 
right hon. Secretary, by "forbearing'' to persev~re in their determination to an ... 
nex to the bill of supply the charge for defraying the contingent expenses of the 
Legislature for the past session, and to recede frorn their intention of not passing 
a second bill of supply during the present; their former bill having been sent up to 
her ~1ajesty's Council on the sa1ne day, prior to the con1munication of the afore
said d espatches . 

. 
~he Assembly, in the same spirit, refrain from entering here upon their. reasons 

for the adoption of the determination adverted to, but n1erel y observe that they 
consider them founded on justice and constitutional principle. 

They have now sent up to her Majesty's Council, a bill granting to her Majes
ty n1ost liberal supplies, and with it a bill inaking provision for the same, by 
granting duties on vessels, goods, wares and merchandize, amply sufficient to meet 
the exigencies of the country; and at the san1e time they have adopted others to 
provide for the contingent expenses of the Legislature for the past and present ses
.sions, all of which measures-are of vital importance to the public interes~s. 

Your Excellency has been 1pleased in yQur message of the 26th ult,, and agaii1 
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in your Excellency's reply to an address of this house presented on last Saturday, 
to intin1ate that the tern1 of the present session should, in consequence of the early 
session of the Courts of Justice, be lirnited to Saturday next ; but as these bills will 
need deliberation, and (if they pass) will require to be engrossed, and as in addi
tion to them, the bill for alienating the public lands, and also the bill for regulating 
the fees of the inferior Courts \vith others, are still before her Majesty's Council, 
they respectfully represent it is impossible that all these measures could be ma
tured in three days; and they therefore request your Excellency will please defer 
the prorogation for a few days, to enable these two branches of the legislature to 
entertain, in a suitable manner, measures of so much consequence. 

. 

IngI837, the Court opened in the Council Chamber, while the Legislature was 
yet sitting,-and in 1838, the Circuit Court was opened in the same place during 
session; and in both cases a \Veek's adjournment of the '2'ourts enabled these several 
sessions to close deliberately,-and therefore the Assen1bly beg .to say, that as pre
cedent is favourable, and a due regard to the public service requires it, not\vith
standing that their incessant labours for nearly four months would other\vise rnake 
the members anxious for a speedy remission, they are therefore desirous that th·ey 
be not required to use haste in the transaction of matters of such moment. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Orderetl,-That Mr. Nugent and the Solicitor General be a comn1ittee to pre
sent the said address to his E~xcellency. 

.fl. JJlessage.from His Excellency the Gove1·nor. 

1 .. he hon. f\1r. Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the Bar, acquainted the 
House that ho had a mGssage frorn his Excellency the Governor, signed by his 
Excellency, \Vhich he presented to the house. 

And then the messenger withdrew. 

The said 1nessage was then read by Mr. Speaker as follows : 

J-I. PRESCOTT. 

The G©vernor submits to the House of Assembly the expediency of his ap
pointing· a comrnission of three professional Gentlemen to arrange and dige5t, du
ring t.he recess, a bill for the introduction of such parts of the criminal Law1 of 
England as may be considered applicable to this colony. · 

111 

Should this sugge~tion be concurred in by the hou~o, with an understanding 
that a due remuneration for the labour performed, will be made a subject of 
consideration in a future session, his Excellency will lose no time in nominating 
such a com1nission . . 

The address proposed to be made to the Governor to-morrow, may, sho11ld the 
house think fit, be n1erged in or con1bined with an answer to the present message. 

Government IIouse, ~ 
23d April,.1840. 5 

Ordered,-That the said message do lie on the table. 

I , 

Message from his Ex .. 
cell ency 

· .. :-
i.'t~ ... J •. . 

_ , _ -..J...- . 
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Bills read read 3d time. Agreeably to the order of the day, the following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time, viz. 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

• 

A bill granting to her Majesty certain duties. 
A bill to defray the expenses of the J_.egislature in the fourth session of the se· 

.cond General ... 4.sse1nbly of Newfoundland. 
· ~ bill to provide for the contingent expenses of the Legislature for the present 

session. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-That the said several bills do pass, and that the titles be as follow: 

. " An act for granting to her i\1ajesty certain duties on goods, wares and rner
chandize imported into Newfoundland and its dependencies, and for other purposes." 

" An act to defi~ay the expenses of the Legislature in the fourth session of the 
second General Asse1nhly of Newfoundland." 

·" An act to provide 61r the contingent expenses of the I Jegislature for the pre· 
sent session.'' 

Ordered,-That lVIr. Nugent and the Solicitor General do carry the said bills 
up to her l\1ajesty's Council and desire their concurrence . 

.A :MESSAGE FROM 1-IER MAJ ES TY'S COUNCIL • 

Message fr'om her Ma. 1.,he lVlaster-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow-
jesty's Council ing \Vritten 1nessage: 

I 

JJfr. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council request a conference with the Houso of .\ssembly on the 
subject matter of the bill entitled " An act to provide for the collection of the Re-
venue, and for the execution of the processes of the Supretne Court of Newfound
land on the coast of Labrador and the Islands thereunto adjoining,''-and have 
appointed conferrees to meet the 1nanagers from the Assen1bly in the committee 
room of the Council presently. 

Council Chan1ebr, 
23d April, 1840. 

_.\nd then the Messenger \Vithdre\v. 

Jl~MES SIMi\18, 
Senior Member presiding. 

·on motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Resolved,-rfhat the conference requested by her Majesty's Council be acce- , 
ded to. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Winser and Mr. !\1oore do go up to her Majesty's (:oun
cil and acquaint them that this IJouse have agreed to the said conference. 

Committeeofconference Orde1~ed,-That Mr. Nugent, :\1r. Winser, l\]r. Moore, and the Solicitor-Ge-

Report. 

neral do manage the said conference on the part of this llouse. 

~~nd they went to the conference, and being returned, . 

Mr. Nugent reported that the managers had been at the conference, and he read 
the report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where it 
\Vas again read as follows:-
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. 
F:ler Majesty's Cauncil have requested this conference with the House of Asse1n- Report. 

hlv in order to communicate to them the reasons which have actuated the Council 
in--offering to the consideration of the House of Assembly the amendn1ents which 
the Council have made in the bill sent up to them entitled '' An act to provide for 
the collection of the Revenue, and for the execution of the processes of the Supreme 
Court of N·ewfoundland on the coast of Labrador and the Islands thereunto 
adjoining.'' 

The. Council concur in the opinion with the House of Assembly that provision 
ought to be made for the collection of the Revenue on the coast of Labrador, but 
as the Govet'nor already possesses authority to appoint an officer to collect the re
venues payable under any Colonial La\vs, the Council conceive that it would be 
quite superfluous to legislate on that subject, further than by including in the re
venue bill the grant of an adequate surn to remunerate an officer for his services 
in the performance of such duty. 

That as regards the collection of the revenues payable under the provisions of any 
acts of the Imperial Parliament, the \vhole arrangement of that branch of the Revenue 
is already vested in the commissioners of her ~1ajesty'sCuston1s, and the I .. egislature 
of Newfoundland are precluded from any interference \vith the subject. But the 
t:'ouncil are informed by the (J'ollector of her lVJajesty's Customs that he is autho
rised by them to allow to any officer who may be appointed to collect such duties 
any reasonable, sum not exceeding t\venty-five per centum upon the amount of the 
revenues he may collect, as compensation for his services. 

The Council being quite satisfied that no grounds exist on wl:ich a doubt can be 
founded that the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court does actually extend over the 
coast of t.abrador and all other dependencies of the Governrnent of Newfoundland, 
cannot acquiesce in any assumption to the contrary, and therefore disagree to any 
legislation on that point. 

With a vicvv to provide for the due sefvice of the process of the Supreme 
Court on the coast of f_,abrador, the Council consider that such object will be best 
attained by n1aking the Labrador \Vi thin the Bali\vick of the Sheriff of Newfound
land, \Vho will then execute the process of the Court, on that coast, in the san1e 
manner, and by the san1e means usually employed by him in other ren1ote parts of 
the colony. 

On this 8uhject the Council have only further to observe that, by official returns 
before then1, it appears that onl .. Y two writs have been issued out of the Supreme 
Court for service at the J-'abrador during the last six years, and the Council be
liev~ that process was as seldom required in that direction during the twenty pre
ceding years. 

Council Chamber, 
23d April, 1840. 

. 

JA_MES SI~JMS, 
Senior Member Presiding. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

~he Master-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow
ing written message: 

Mr. Speaker, 

He_r Majesty's Council acquaint the House of l\ssembly that they have passed 
the bills sent up from the Assembly for 1he concurrence of this house, entitled--

Message from her Ma .. 
jesty's Council 
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" An act to provide for the collection of the Revenue, and for the execution of 
the processes of the S.upreme Court of Newfoundland on the coast of Labrador 
and the Islands thereunto adjoining,''-and 

'' An act to encourage the \vhale fishery in this colony''-

"rith some amendments, to which they request the concurrence of the 
Assembly. 

Council Chan1ber 
' 23d April, 1840. 

... ~nd then the Messenger withdrew. 

JAl\'IES SIMMS, 
Senior Member presiding. 

, 

Mr. Moore moved for leave to bring in a bill to defray certain expenses and 
Bill to defray eertain outstanding claims on the Board of Road Com1r1issioners in St. John's. 
outstanding claims. &c. 

' 

On the question that leave be granted, the house divided as follows,-

F,or the question

l\·1 r. Moore 
.. Nugent 
• J Dwyer. 

Against the question

M r. \Vinser 
. . Butler 
. . Kent. 

And the l-Jouse being equally divided, Mr. Speaker gave his casting vote for 
the question. 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

And the said bill \Vas presented accordingly, and read a first time4 

Mr. Moore moved, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

That the said bill be no\v read a second ti1ne. 

\\
7hich being ,put, the House divided thereon as foIJows,--

For the n1otion-- Against the motion-
Mr. Nugent Mr. Kent 

- Moore - Butler 
- Dwyer - W inser. 

And the House being equally divided~ Mr. Speaker gave his casting vote for 
the rnotion. 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

i-\ nd the said bill was r~ad a second time accordingly, 
Ordered,-'I.,hat the said bill be now committed to a committee of the whole 

house. . .. 

~lr. Moore moved, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

That Mr. Butler do take the chair of the committee8 
A11d thereupou, Mr. E eat i~iv\ldcl ;o &tr:1izr:d J2 .. e11t, :;e9,ondt:<l by Mr. Winser, 

' 

, 
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'fhat Mr. Dwyer do take the chair of the committee. 

Which being put, the House divided thereon as follows:-

For the amendment-

Mr, Kent 
. . \Vinser 
. . Butler 

The Solicitor General. 

• 

Against the amendment

M r. Moore 
.. Nugent 
.. Dwyer. 

So it passed iµ the affirmative, and ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Dwyer took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 
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The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the Report 
said bill and had made some amendments tl1erein, which he was directed to report 
to the house; and he delivered the said bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's 
table. 

• 

And the said amendments having been read throughout, were, upon the question Amendments read and 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the House. agreed to 

Ordered,-·That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third time to- Engrossed. 3dreading 

n1orrow. 

The Solicitor General presented an !lddress to l1is Excellency the Governor, Address to his Excel
in answer to his Excellency's message of this day, \Vhich he read in his place, and lency presented & read 

afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, \Vhere it was again read as fol-
lows:-

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
Companion of the Most Honorable 
Milita'ry Order of the Bath, Governor 
and C ommande1---in-C'hief in and O'Ver 
the Island of Newfoundland and its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

l\lay it please your Excellency,-

The House of Assembly, in answer to your Excellency's message of this day, , 
beg respectfully to acquaint your Excellency that they concur in the views en~er
tained by your Excellency, on the subject of the appointment of a Comn1ission to 
digest and arrange, during the recess, a bill for the introduction of such parts of 
the Criminal Laws of England as may be considered applicable to this colony ; 
and will, during the next session, make a reasonable provision for remunerating 
such gentlemen as may be engaged in that duty. 

Resolved,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Ordereil,-That the Solicitor General and Mr. Nugent be a committee to pre· 
sent the said address to his E x cellency. 

The Solicitor Gener ! m"';~,.vd fol· lcav~ to Lr~ng in a bill for granting to her !\la- , 
j esty certai11 supplies. 

.-. 
.,,,.. •;i, 

.,.,. r . . · • 
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On tl1e question that leave be gra11ted, the house divider! thereon as .follows :-

For tl1e 1notion-

The Solicit.or General 
l\ir. Kent 

. . Dwyer. • 

, Against the motion

Mr. Nugent 
.. Moore 
.. 'Vinser . 

And the House being equally divided, Mr. Spealrer gave his casting vote for the 
motion. 

So it passed in the affirrr1ative. 

And the said hill \Vas presented accordingly, and read a first time. 

The Solicitor General 111oved, seconded by Mr. Kent, . 

That the said bill be no\v read a second ti111e. 

llr1r. Nugent moved in ame11arnent, secondecl by Mr. Moore, 

Tihat the saicl bill be read a second time this day six inonths. 

Which being put, the House divided thereon as follo\vs :-

For the an1endrnent-

~Mr. Nugent 
- Moore 
- Winser. 

Against the amendn1ent--

The Solicitor Ge11eral 
Iv.Jr. Kent 

- O\vyer. 

.1.£\nd the House being equally, divided, 1\1r. Speaker gave 11is casting vote against 
~ the amendment. 

So it passed in the negative. 

On the original motion being again put, 

M~. Nugent move(I in amendment, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

That tl1e said bill be read a second time this day five months. 

Which being put, the house divided thereon as foliows ;-

For the amendment-

Mr. Nugent 
. . iVloore 
•• Winser. 

Against the a1nendme11t

The Solicitor General 
l\lr. Ke11t 

. . Dwyer, 

~nd 'the hot1se being equally divided, Mr.. Speaker gave l1is casting vote against 
the amenC1ment. 

. ' 
So it passed in the negative. -

On the original motion being again put, 
~ 

Mr. Nugent moved in amenilment, seconded by l\1r. Moore, 

That the said bill .be read a second time this day four months. 

Which being put, the house divided thereon as follow1~ :-

/ 
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For the an1endrnent-

Mr. Nugent 
- Moore 
- Winser. 

... ,,\gainst the amendment

The Solicitor General 
1\'Jr. Kent 

- Dwyer. 
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And the House being equally divided, M1·. Speaker gave his casting vote against 
the amendment. 

5o it passed in the negative. 

'fhe original motion being again put, 

Mr. ,Nugent n1oved in amendment, seconded by Mr. Moore, 

·'fhat this House do no\v adjourn. 

Which being put, the house divided thereon as follows ;-

For the amendment-

Mr. Nugent 
. . ~Joore 
. . Winser. 

Against the arnendment-

1"he Solicitor General 
Mr. Kent 

. . Dwyer. 

~.And the house being equally divided, Mr.. Speaker gave his casting vote against 
the an1endment. 

So it passed in the negative. 

l"'he original 1notion \Vas again put and carried. 

l"'he said bill 'vas then read a second ti1ne. 

The Solicitor General n1oved, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

That the said bill be now con1mitted to a committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Nugent and Mr. i\1oore having retired, and there being present, Mr. Speak-
1 

er, The Solicit.or General, Mr. Winser, Mr. Kent, and Mr. Dwyer, l\tJr. Speaker 
adjourned the House at four o'clock, for want of a quorum, until to-morrow at one 
of the clock. . · 

FRIDAY, April 24, 1840. 

MR. Nugent, from the committee appointed yesterday to present to his Excel
lency the Governor an address of the House, reported that they had pre

sented the said address accordingly, when · his Excellency was pleased to reply as 
follows:-

Gentlemen, 
I an1 happy to learn from this address that the House of Assembly has receded 

from an intention, which, had it been persisted in, must have caused great injury to 
the public. 

t 

' 

f" 

I 
I 

f .... .. 

' ... •- I 

r· 
I 
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Report ~of Committee 
appointed ~o presenti9d~ . 
dress to his Excelle1'cy 



Bill to defray expenses 
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Re-eommittal of bill to 
defray outstanding 
claims 
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llept>ri 

Amendments read and 
•greed to 
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\Vi th respect to the bill \vhich you state to have given "rr1ost liberal supplies,'' 
I ain forced to observe upon the utter insufficiency of the vote of "Civil and Cri
minal prosecutions'' and for " Gaol expenses," as pointed out in my rnessage of 
the 15th inst .. 

'fhe just clairns of the I J ospital Directors also remain unsatisfied 

·Regarding the "Registration Act,'' I still trust that the J~ 3nse will, on reflec
tion, adn1it, that \vhile an act exists its provisions ought to be observed; that claims 
for services under such an act are perfectly valid, and that the House, by denying 
them, and \Vithholding the necessary means of executing the purposes of that act, 
not only exposes the public to the risk of considerable inconvenience, but also as
sumes to itself, indirectly and virtually, the powers of the united branches of the 
Legislature for the abrogation of a law. 

I \Vill delay the prorogation until \\7 ednesday next, in compliance with the wish 
of the llouse, although this arrangement is attended \Vith inconvenience; and I 
trust that a session much shorter than the present '"ill next year be found suffici
ent for the completion of such matters as may now be dropped. 

Government House, ~ 
24th ·A pri I, 1840. 5 

' 

Tihe Solicitor General moved for )eave to bring in a bill to defi·ay certain ex
penses of the office of Sheriff of this colony; 'vhich being granted, he presented 
the said bill, and the same wa8 read a first time. 

Ordered,-That the sai<l bill be no\v read a second tin1e. 

And the said bill was read a second time accordingly .. 

The order of the day for the third reading of an engrossed bill to defray certain 
expenses and outstanding claims on the Board of f{oad Commissioners in St. John's, 
being read, 

l\1r. !\'loore moved, seconded by ~1r. Nugent, 

Ordered,-That the said bill be now re-comn1ilted to a cotnmittee of the whole 
hoase. 

And the house resolved itselfinto the said comn1ittec accordingly. 

l\ir. Speaker left the chair. 

lVIr. Dwyer took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resu1ned tl1e cl1air. 

The chairman reporled from the committee that they had re-considered the 
-said bill and had made some amendments therein, which he was directed to report 
;to t.he house; and he delivered the said bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's 
table. 

1\:nd toe said amendments having been read throughout, were, upon the question 
seterally put thereon, agreed to by the House. 
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• 
Ordered,---That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third time Engrossed. 3dreading 

this day. 
On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

House in committee on 
Ordered,-That this house do now resolve itself into a committee of the whole Supply 

house on the consideration of a bill for granting to her Majesty certain supplies. 

And the house resolved itself into the said committee accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resun1ed the chair~ 

The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the said 
l>ill, and had made some amendments therein, which he \\1 as directed to report to 
the house; and he delivered the said bill with the amendments in at the Clerk's 
table. 

And the said amendments having been read throughout, 'vere, upon the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the house. 

O·rdered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third_ time 
to .. morro\V. 

Agreeably to order, an engrossed hill to defray certain expenses and outstanding 
claims on the Board of Road Com1nissioners in St. John's, was read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Moore) seconded by Mr. Winser, 

Resolved,-"fhat the said hill do pass, and that the title be " an Act to defray 
expenses and certain outstanding claims on the board of Raad Commissioners in St. 
John's, and for other purposes.'' 

Ordered,-That .l\1r. l\1oore and 1\1 r. Winser do take the said bill up to her Ma-
jesty's <;ouncil and desire their concurrence. . 

The amendments made by her Majesty's Council in and upon the bill to regu
late the manner of empannelling Juries in the 8upreme and Central Circuit Courts 
of this Island, and to determine the qualification of Jurors in the said Courts, were 
read a first time as follow : 

In the Prean1ble, 1st line-Insert the word " further" between '' make'' and 
'' provision.'' 

1st sec. 1st page, 9th line.-Expunge the letters and figures between" act" and 
- '' entit]ed,'' and insert in lieu thereof-" passed by the Parliament 

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in the fifth 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the fourth." 

11th line-.. :\fter ''purposes,'' insert" and of the Royal Charter of his said 
.Majesty, under which the said Supreme and Central Circuit Courts 
have been instituted." 

I2tl1 - Between " the'' ~nd '4 empannelling," insert "manner or"-and 
after '' empannelhng," expunge'' of." 

Report. 

Amendments read and 
agreed to 

Bill to defray outstand
ing claims read 3d time 

Pu1ed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Amendments to Jury 
Bill read 1 s~ time 
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"' 

Insert as tl1e 2d section-" And be it further enacted that the 20th, 21st, 24th, 25th, 
1 28th, 33d, 34th, and 47th of the General Hules an(l 

Or<lers of the Supreme Court, made on the 2d day of 
January, in the year one thousa11d eight hundred and 
twenty-six-and also the 58th, 60th, and 61st Rules of 

-

. 
t 

' , .. 

. the said Court, made tl1e 12th day of January, in the 
)

1ear one thousand eight hundred and thirty,-and the 
11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st 
22d, 23d, 24tl1 and 25th of tl:e General Rules and Or
ders of the Circuit l:ourts, so far as they relate to the 
Central Circuit Court, made 011 the 31st day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, shall be, 
and the same are l1ereby repealed." 

2d page, 2d line-After ''every,'' expunge the rernainder of tl1e section, 
and insert in lieu thereof: "n1an except as hereinafter 
excepted, bet\veen the ages of twenty one years, and 
sixt)' years, residing 'in the Central district of tl1e Island 
aforesaid, within fi>ur miles of the tow11 of St. John's, 
aforesaid, \Vho shall have in his O\Vn name or in trust 
for hi1n, \Vithin the said district, twelve pounds by the 
year above reprizes in land, or tene1nents in fee .. simple 
tenure,~or who shall have \Vithin the said district t\ven
ty pounds by the year above reprizes in lands or tene
ments held by lease or leases for t.he absolute tern1 of 
twenty-one years, or so1ne longer term, or for any 
term of years, . ..,deterrr1inable on any life c,r lives,-or 
\vho shall within the said district be the sole occupant of 
any house lands or tenements of the annttal rental or 
value of twe11ty-five pounds;, sl1all be qualified, and shall 
be liable to serve on Petit Juries, for the trial of all 
issues joined in the said Suprerne and (~entral Circuit 
Courts respectively, both Civil and Criminal. 

I":·-

r • 

14th line-After the wortl" and'' insert" every officer of the ~rmy 
or navy on half pay, and." 

15th . . Expunge the 'vord " and.'' 

l6tl1 . . I~xpunge ''this color1y," and insert ''in the said district'' 

17th .. . After tlie \Vord .. '' grand,'' insert '' and special.'' 

Expunge the 4th section of the bill. 

Pag·e 3, line 14th-Expunge'' qualified," and insert in lieu thereof'' liable." 

17th .. Expunge'' verified by affidavit.'' 

4th 

J 

,. Expunge the ~ 'vord .. '' 1.1 igl1'' before '' Sheriff," throughout 
the Bill: 

• 

. . 3d-Expunge '~ ·being or clain1ing to be," and insert instead '' liable 
to serve as." 

4th. , Expunge ''legally qualified," and insert " 4' liable," \ 
8th .. Expung~ the last three words of this Jine, the whole of the 

·next line, and the first five words of the 10th line. 
11th-Expunge" Judges oftl1e.'' 

12th-E1'punge '' in open Court.'' 
' . 

,.. 
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Pag·e 4, line 13th-Expunge '~ them," an<.l insert '' tl1e said Courts respectively." 
15th-Expunge tl1e last four words of this line, and the three suc

ceedi11g lines, and insert instead thereof '' on the third 
Monday in June, in every year, or so soon tl1ereafter 
as the same may be conveniently accon1plishecl.'' 

J 9th-Expunge '' respective," and insert " said." 
20th-Exp11nge the Jetter "s,'' after "district," and tl1en expunge 

the remainder of the page'! 

Page 5, line 1st-Expunge all the words in this line, and insert ''liable as afore .. 
said to serve as.'' 

2d-Expunge ''lists of~" and 'also " sucl1 .returns." 
3d-~Expunge the first six words of this line. 

5th-Expunge " the" at the end of the line, and insert "a." 
6th-A ft er ''sum,'' insert " after the rate ll£'' 
9th-After'~ st1m,'' insert "after tl1e rate of.'' 

12th-Expunge" tl1e sitting of the,'' and insert '' each.'' 
17th-After '' <listrict .. ' ' insert "after those \Vho were last summoned 

for either of the said Courts." 
20th-Insert at the end of tl1is line "during tl1e said term~'' 

Page 6, line 2d-After '~to,'' insert'' attend,'' and bet,veen '' or'' .and ''excused'' 
insert '' be.'' 

, . Expunge ''on s11cl1 first clay.'' 
4th-Expunge all the v·vords of this line, except the last two, and insert. 

instead" saicl ~ourts respectively, if they shall think fit.'' 
8th~Expunge ~'eacl1'' ancl insert'' such.'' 

10th-After ''abode'' insert '' at least tvventy-four hours previous to 
tl1e tin1e at \Vhich he shall be required to attend.'' 

Expunge the 7tl1 section of the Bill, 

· J>age 7, line 7th-Expunge '' and'' bet\veen ''Grand'' and'~ Special,'' and insert 
'' and Petit" after the word'' special.'' 

t 

I Ith-After '~colony," insert " the Clerks in the Secretary's Office,'' 
and bet\vee11 '' the,~' a11d '' officers,'' insert ''Judges 
and." · 

13th-Bet\vee11 ''the" and "Clerlis'' insert ~'officers and." 
17th--After" General," insert '' all,''-after" C~lergy1nen,'' insert ''in 

I-Joly Orders-all persons \vho shall teach or preach in 
any congregation of Protestai1t Dissenters having a ch11rcl1 · 
or cl1apel, ancl following 110 other occupation or employ .. 
ment tl1an that of schoolrnaster. A 11 Barristers.'' Ancl 
after " A ttornies,'' insert " Coroners, Co11stables, Sheriffs 
.officers, persons actually performing in, relation to any re. 
ligious congregation in tl1e said district, duties analagous 
to those perforrr1e<l b)r parish Clerks and sextons in Eng
land,-all licensed Pilots, .. all l1ousehold serva11ts of the 
Governor, .. all'' 

Page 8, line 5tl1-Expunge ''the first.'' 

6th-Expu11ge ''forty-eight," and insert in lieu thereof ,,. a sufficient 
11umber of the,'' .. and after'' appear,'' insert'' first.'' 

9th .. Expunge " 011 the first day of," and insert instead thereof 'during' 
and expunge '' and,'' and insert in place thereof '' in manner 
following, that is to say.'' 

10th. l Expunge'' sucl1 pei·sons,'' and insert instead thereof'' the first 
forty .. eigl1t on the list.'. Expunge '' for,'' and insert '' during.'' 

• 

, 
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Page 8, line 11 ... Before '' ten days'' insert "the first,'' and after '' days'' insert 
'' of such terrn," .. f:xpunge the last five words of this line, and 
the first four words of the 12th line. 

15 .• Expunge '' for," and insert instead thereof" during.'' 
9, - I-Expunge ''the forty-eight,'' and insert instead thereof·' a suffici

ent number of the.'' 
3 .. Exp11nge '' ir1 the last term.'' 
·5 .. Expunge tl1e last \Vord of this line, and the t\Vo ~following lines, 

and insert instead thereof'' Provided that r1othing herein contained 
shall ha vo the effect of exonerati11g any Juror \Vho may have been 
surnmoned but 11ot called upon to serve during one term from being 
sumn1oned and serving during the next.'' 

Expunge the I Otl1 sect'ion of the bill. 

18 .. Bet \Vee11 " a" and '' .Jury.,' insert '' Pett)··'' 

Page 10, line 13-Expunge the last five \vords of this line, and the first nine words 
of the 11ext, and insert instead thereof'' the said (~curts respectively.'' 

~ 18-[~xpunge '' Prothonotary or,' :-Expunge '' respecting,'' and in-
sert '"' rf•sp-ectively ." 

' 

Page I J, line 7-Expunge the first six words, a-nd insert the word" when'' instead. 
8-Expunge" l:>rothonotary,'' and insert instead ''Clerk of the Court'' 

IS-Expunge tl1e last three \Yords of this line, and the six following 
lines arid insert instead thereof ''from the panel for the trial of the 
cause \vherein sucl1 special Jury shai.I l1a ve been ordered, and 
the said si·xtecn. ,. · 

Page 12, line 9-After ·'·' T\velve'' insert 'l persons 'vl1ose;., . .• after" narnes,' insert 
" shall be,'' after '' drawn'' insert ''and who sl1all be present." 

14 .... Expunge "shall" and insert'' may with the consent of both parties'' 
19-:\fter" la'\ivfi1l" 'insert'' \Vith the like consent.'' _ 

-At ·the end of tl1e 13th section of tl1e bill insert-Provided that in case either par- ' 
ty shall 11eglect to attend at the time and place appointed by 
the S!:eriff for stril{ing sucl1 Jury, notice thereof as aforesaid 
having beer1 given, the Clerk of the (jourt shall on behalf of 
the absent party, strike off the na1nes of twelve of the per-
sons drawn in ,the same manner as such party might have 
done if present; and if more tha·n one Special Jury he re-
quired, the narnes of those first drawn shall be p11t into the 
Box befqre another .Jury be clra wn, .. and provided also, that 
the sum1nons for each Juror shall in the manner heretofore 
used, be served personally, or left at l1is usual place of abode 
-at least 24 hours before he shall be required to attend. 

, ,lge 13,. line 14-Expunge lhe \.Vord ,., twenty'' and insert "forty''-and at the 
end of this line insert ,., at th'e discretion of the said Courts 
respectively.'' 

JS-Expunge the words '' handed over,'' and insert '' paid." 
16-Expunge ''having been,,. and insert'' may be" instead-and ex

punge'' if necessary.'' 
17----Between ''chattels" and'' shall/' insert ''and;" 

,Page 14~-Expu,age '' to" and insert '" and shall. 11 



I 

OF NE\t\' ... FOUNDLAND. 

Ordered,-That the said amendn1ents be no\v read a second time. 

And the said amendments \Vere read a second time accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

1'79 

Resolved,-1.,hat this house do no"v resolve itself into a committee of the whole House in committee o• 
house on the consideration of the said amendrnents. amendments 

And the house resolved itself into the said comn1ittee accordingly .. 

l\'Ir. Speaker left the chair. 

l\1r. Doyle took the cl1air of the committee. 

~ir. Speaker resumed tl1e cl1air. 

The chairman reporled from the comn1ittee that they had gone through the 
said amendn1ents, and had agreed to the same with an an1endment therein, which 
he \Vas directed to report to the house ; and he delivered the said amendment in 
at the Clerk's table, where it \Vas read as follo\VS :-

ileport 

In the amend1nent on the 16th line, second page, after the word "district'' add 
the words following-'' !lnd every person in the said district having, holding, occu- .. 
pying, or possessing a house or houses. lands or tenements, of whatsoever descrip· 
tion, in fee-simple or perpetuity, of the annual value of twenty pounds, or occupy
ing house or houses, lands or tenements, of the annual rent of fifty pounds, and who 
shall have been resident in the said district three month5'. '' 

And the said amend1nent having been read throughout, was, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the I-louse. 

On n1otion-ordcred that Mr. Nugent and ~) r. Kent do carry the said amend
rnents up to her ~·1ajesty's Council, and acquaint them that this house have agreed 
to the same \Vith an amendn1ent therein, to which their concurrence is requested. 

Tll.e an1endrnents n1ade by her Majesty's Counci1, in and upon the bill to encou· 
rage the whale fishery in this colony, were read a first titne, and are as follow :--

Insert at the end of the Ist section of the bill-

'' To each of the three vessels of not less burthen than 100 tons each, registea• 
tonnage, which shall, between the 1st day of NJay, and the 10th day of Noven1ber, 
which \Vilt be in the year of our l~ord one thousand eight hundred and forty-onet 
have landed in this co]ony the largest quantity of \vhale oil or blubber, being the 
produce of \Vhales killed and taken by the cre\vs of such vessels respectively, a 
bounty of t\VO hundred pounds.'' 

Expuilge the re1naining sections of the bill, and insert in their place as follows-

" And be it further enacted-That no vessel shall be entitled to such bounty un~ 
Jess she be owned by son1e person or persons resident in, or having an established 
trade in this colony, and be regularly cleared out at the Custom-house for the 
whale fishery ; nor unless such vessel shall hav-e landed ten tuns of whale oil, or 
15 tuns of \vhale fat or blubber-

/ 

And be it further enacted-That for the purposes of this Act, thirty hundred 
weight of whale fat or blubber shall be equiva-lent to one tun of whale oil. 

Amendment read and 
agreed to 

Sent to Council 

Amendments to whale 
tisherybill read 1st 
time 



Amendments to bill for 
collection of revenue on 
the coast of Labrador 
read 1st time 
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''And be it further enacted-That the bounties hereby provided shall be paid 
by the Treasurer of the colony, under the \Varrant of the Governor, or person ad ... 
n1inistering the Governrnent for the ti1ne being, to the person or persons \Vho shall, 
on or before the first day of January 1842, have produced satisfactory proo(" to the 
Governor in Council that the vessels fitted out by him or them are entitled to the 
three several bounties herein provided or granted.-Provided nevertheless, that no 
person ·or co-partnership shall be entitled to n1ore than one of the said uountie~. 

Ordered,-That the said amendments be no\v read a second time"' 

And the said amendments \Vere read a second time accordingly. 

Ordei·ed,-That the said amendments be no\v read a third time. 

And the said an1endn1ents \Vere read a third time accordingly. 

()n 1notion of i\J r. l\' ugent, seconded by I\'1 r. Kent, 

Resolved,-1'hat the said amendtnents do pass. 

Orde1•ed,-That ~1r. Nugent and Mr. l(ent do go up to her Majesty's Council 
and acquaint the1n i.hat this llouse have passed the said arnend1ncnts without any 
amendment. 

The amendn1ents ina<le by her Majesty's Council in and upon the bill to provide 
for the collection of the Revenue, and for the execution of the processes of the Su .. 
preme Court of Newfoundland on the coast of Labrador, and the Islands thereunto 
adjoining, were read a first tin1e, nnd are as foJlo\V :-

In the title of the Bi II-Expunge the last three words of the 1st line-the first four 
of the 2d line-the letters '' es'' after " process" in the 
3d line, and the last t\vo words of the 5th line-and after 
'' Islands~' insert " upon the said coast.'' 

-n the preamble, lst line-Expunge all the \Vords after '' is," and insert in lieu 
thereof ''expedient to make better provision for the clue 

First section, 3d 

execution of the process of the Supren1e Court on such 
parts of the coast of Labrador, as are within the Govern
ment of Ne\l-'foundland." 

line-Expunge all the \Vords of the bill after '' convened" in 
.this line, an<l insert instead thereof ''and it is hereby 
enacted, that from and after the passing of this act, all and 
every 11art of the coast of L .. abrador, and the islands upon 
the.said coast, \vhich no\v are, or are deemed to be within 
the Government of Ne\vfoundland,and forming part and par-
·cels of it.s dependencies, shall be deemed to be, and be 
within the Bali wick of the Sheriff of Newfoundland ; and 
that the said Sheriff of Ne"vfoundland, now in office, and 
his successors in his said office for the time being, shall at 
--all times respectively have, hold, use, exercise, and enjoy, 
.all and singular the same po\vers, authority, and privileges, 
as Sheriff in and over the said portions of the coast of 
Labrador and Islands aforesaid, as the said Sheriff of 
Ne\vfoundland in his said office now hath and holdeth in 
and over the Island of Newfoundland by virtue of his com
mission, or any other authority whatsoever; fo1· and not
withstanding anything in the Royal Charter of his late 
Majesty King George the fourth, bearing date at West-

• 
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. 
tninstcr on the nineteenth ~ay of Septem her," in the six th year of his said Majesty's 
reio·n, making provision for the better adn1inistration ofjustice in Ne\vfoundland, 
co1~tained to the contrary in any wise, and for and not"vithstanding any other law, 
ordinance, rule, or usage, \vhatsoever to the contrary. 

I 

On motion of iflr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Kent, 

Orde1~ed,-That the said amendn1ents be ~read a second tin1e this day six 
n1onths . 

• 

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at eleven of the clock . 
.. 

SATURDAY, Apfil 26, 1840. 

AGREEABLY to the order of the day, an engrossed bill granting to her Ma
. jesty certain supplies, \Vas read a third time. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by~Mr. Kent, ' 
. . ~---' 

· Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, nnd that the.title be ''an Act for grant
ing to her .i\1ajesty certain supplies for the Civil Governn1ent of this colony, and 
tor other purposes. 

Ordered;-... fhat the Solicitor General and l\ilr. Nugent do carry the said bill up 
to her l\11 ajesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

l\'lr. Nugent reported frorr1 the committee appointed on the 14th inst. to investi
gate and report upon the return of Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties, by the Po
lice Magistrate'-' of St. John's, laid before this house by direction of his Excellency 
the Governor ; which report he read in his place, and after\vards delivered it in 

. at the Clerk's table, \vhere it was again read as follo\vs: 

Your con1mittee having talien into their consideration "a return of all Fines, 
Forfeitures, and penalties in1posed by Peter \Veston Carter, and Charles Simms, 
Esquires, Police ~1agistrates, and the a1nount levied or received, for the year end
ing 30th June, 1839, and a similar return frorn that period to the 12th ultimo, 
(February) 1840,'' co1nrnunicated to the house of Asse1nbly, by message from his 
Excellency the Governor, in compliance '1Yith an address of the House, and having 
summoned and exan1ined several witnesses, beg leave to report as follows :-

The return in question bears the signature of Peter Weston Carter, Esq. justice 
of the peace, and represents only fifteen cases of fines, levied throughout the year 
ending the 30th June, 1839, and twenty eight fi·om that date to the f Ith February 
in the present year, and your comn1ittee in the course of their investigation there
on examined fifteen witnesses from whom the follo,ving facts appear proven : 

1st. That the return is not-as it professes to be-'' a return of all fines, forfei
tures and penalties,'' imposed within the period specified. 

2d. That several cases of persons fined within the tirne specified are altogether 
suppressed· frorn the return. 

' 

Supply bill read 3d time 

Passed 
Title 

Sent to Council 

Report of committee on 
Fines, &c. .... 
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3d. 1""'hat several penalties recovered for offenc.es against tl1e Bastardy Act are 
like\v. ise suppressed. 

4th. 'I'hat several cases of forfeitures of S\vine undei· the Nuisance Act are 
likevvise suppressed . 

5tl1. '"fhat Fines actually levied or levied in part are totally suppressed, a11d 
false .returns of " no l)roperty'' 1nade for tl1e same. 

6th. That other fines actually levied are falsely retur11ed as ''not all levie(l.'' 

7th. ,..fhat in the appropriations returnee! su1ns are rer>resented as deducted 
fron1 the (~ro\vn's Share under pretence of costs, while the costs \Vere in addition 
to the fines actually levied on the parties, and pai<l, and receipts tal{en for the 

' same. 

8th. 1'hat lhe Crown's share of the forfeitures under the Nuisi:lnCe .t-\ct (the 
half proceeds of sales) returned, has, in some cases, bee11 altogether abstracted fron1 
the revenues, and in others irr1properly diminished. 

9th That in tl1e case of 1'1 iles ~1artin for !lssaulting John Hanley, one half of 
tl1e fine is represented to have been paid to the party aggrieved, ~vhereas that 
J-J ar1lcy states he never recei ve<i a penny thereof; and the conviction sig11ed by Mr. 
Carter an<l Mr. Simn1s, put in by the chairman, conderr1ne.d the Traverser to 
£ l J 7 I 0 costs to Hanley, and \Vhich sum likewise remains-t1npaid. 

10tl1 · That justice would seo1n 11ot to be administered for the punish111ent of 
offe11ders or cleterring from crime so inucl1 as for the securing of emolument. 

In proof of the correctness of the 1st and 2d charges, Michael 1.VIorrissey and 1\'i
cholas Po,ver, 1naster Mariners, and Jeremiah Halloran, Fishern1an, deposed that 
they had been severally fined and had paid the amount.-l\1orrissey for an assault 
was tried about the 18th April, 1839-he <.loes riot remember the a1not1nt of fine, 
but he paid i11 all 15s. 4d.; John V. Nugent, Esq. the C hairrnan oftl1e Committee, 
he states, \Vas present with him, arid also Mr. John Brine, i\1erchant, \vho l>oth be
came l1is sureties. Power was fined about the last weel{ of August for 11aving 
brougl1t in for sale the eggs of Wild Sea Fowl contrary to the Act,-the fine he 
states, was at first £50, but it \Vas reduced, and he eventually succeeded in esca
ping by the payment of £5 4s. 8d. And Halloran vvas fined, and paid £2 10s, 
being a partner in the sarne offence ; yet, the narr1e of neither of these appears up
on the return, and the near approach of t.he termination of the session, prevents 
your committee from examining more fully into the extent of such omissions . .. 

The t.hird and fourth charges are proved by tl1e evidence of James FinlaJ·, Higl1 
Constable, of St. John's.-This witness deposes that four persons were convicted 
under the Bastardy Act-three in the penalty of £20, and one a smaller surr1,
these cases are also suppressed from the return. He lil{ewise deposes, that '' se
veral'' swine had been, during the period returned _for, seized and sold, which have 
not appeared in the return, and he particularises l\1r. Warren's and Mr. Douglas's 
pigs. l-Je r11entio.n_s that Mr. Warren's pig had been sold by John ~"4reernan, a11d 
no return ever made of the money)-the pig of Mr. Douglas, he states, \Vas sold 
by hir11self (Finlay,) but, notwithstancling such sale, the seizure having been ef
fected by the Turnkey, the pig got into the possession of the Gaoler, \'vho never 
made a return. 

TQ..e fi(~~ charg~ is pr_oved by the evidence of Edward Barry, Publican, a11d 
Richard PercharcJ, Jun., Cc·mmission Mercha11t a11d Auctioneer, and a1so by Jas. 

I 

• 
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Clooney,-Barry is represe11ted in the ret11rn as fined £7 for a breach of tl1e Li
cense act, and it !s furtl1er represented that the order of the Magistrates for j the 
levy, is returned as'' no property.'' Yet your commit.tee find by Barry's evi
dence, so far was this fron1 being the fi1ct, that this appears to be a case of great 
l1ardship, .. Barry appears to be a very poor man, and he states in his evidence 
that l1is goods \Vere actually seized, by order of the mag·istrates, and sold in the 
street-that he could not learn the amount for \vhich they went off-that subse
que11tly he was obliged to make up £3 5s ~ in addition,& that Mr. Hogs;ett then gave 
him time to pay the remainder, but that to that moment he knew not how much 
he owed then1. 1\1Ir. Percl1ard, subsequently, examined, at first_ ~ couldj not recol
lect the particular case, because he was in the habit of selling by order of the~ma
gistrates, but on examining his books, he con1municated to the committee that he 
sold the goods of Barry, seized by order of the magistrates, and:that: they~brought 
£0 17s. 6d. 

James Clooney, publican, also states that l1e was fined for a similar offence, al- · 
tl1ough no e\'idence \Vas offered that he had sold liquors. The fine was~ £2, and 
the rett1rn states also " no property,'' whereas he actually paid one pound in pre
sence of the two police magistrates, to the Clerk of the Peace; and he handed 
in a rnemorandum, in Mr. l-Jogsett's handwriting, signed with his initials, to that 
effect. A copy of the memora11dum is set out in the n1inutes of the Committee. 

The sixt.l1 cl1arge is proved by the evidence of Mrs. Flood, \vife of Patrick Flood, 
Blacksmith-Flood \vas fined £2, ·and the return represents one pound paid 
to lnforn1er, and in place of one poun<l to t.he Crown, there are only 7 shillings 
stated, \Vith the remark. '' not all levied,''-Mrs. Flood deposes positiveJy,~that she 
att ended the Court I-louse fi1r her husband-that she knew Mr. ~arterJandl Mr. 

· 1-Jogsett wl10 \Vere there, hut she knew no one else ; paid to Mr. Hogsett £1 3s. 
a nd t.o Downey the Constable one pound, but that ten sl1illings remain unpaid, the 
charge being £2 13s. lJere then it clearly appears~that the full:amount of the 
fine had actually been paid, thougl1 only a portion (lf t.he costs. In tl1e case of 
Shelly, wl1ere the return is sirnilar, his absence at tl1e seal fisl1ery~deprived 
your committee of his evidence. 

l~he 7tl1 charge is proved by the exhibition of the receipt in Mr .:Hogsett's hand 
' \vriting, and signe·d '\'Vith his name to (;harles Loughlan put in by the Chairman 
-l .. oughlan was fined £7, and in the appropriation stated in the Return £3 10s. 
are represented to have been paid to the informer, only £2 15s. to the Crown, and 
15s. for costs, \vl1ereas the receipt specifies that £7 I ls. Sd. 'vere paid " for fine 
an(] costs for se11 i11g spirituous liquors without license.'' Tl1is fine,i &c. ) was le
ed under the Colonial License Act. There is another receipt put in also, in !Mr. 
Hogsett's hand writing, for another fine and costs against Loughlan. ~ 

The eighth charge is fJroved by inspection of the retur11 and a reference~ to the 
N uisa11ce Act. _By the tenth section of that A ct it is proved that all swine going 
at large shall be declared forfeited, and that one half the proceeds sl1all. go to the 
informer, and the other to the Crown, for appropriation by the Legislature> but a 
perusal of the return will sl10\v tl1at in some cases all the Crown share is abstracted, 
and in otl:ers tl1e greater part is deducted, on pi·etence of satisfying costs, whereas 
the act specifies distinctly that one half sl1all go into the Revenues. 

The ninth charge appears proved by the copy of the conviction furnished by 
the tnagistrates, on tl1e den-iand of John V. Nugent, Esq., in April,j l839, a tran
script of \vhich appears on the minutes of your co1nmittee, as well as by the evi
dence of John Ha11ley, who distinctly proves that the sum of one pound five shil
Jings represented as paid to l1im, and also that the sum of £1 17s. IOd. ordered in 
the co11viction to be paid him, l1ad not been paid. 

• 

' 

.. 
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The te11tl1 charge rests on the evidence of Ti1notl1y Hogan corrolJorated h.Y Hen
ry ~upple.-This Hogan is a labouring n1an, \\'ho is represented ii1 the return as 
having assaulted NJatthew Llill and having been fined £2.-"rhere 1s a remark 
annexed " f>auper, no levy. ''-It strikes one as si11gular in looking over the Re
turn that in every other case but· \Vhere the party \Vas " a Pauper ,''~tl1e persons 
fined for assat1lt .. either paid the full amount of the fine or suflered i1nprisonment
and we find that in the case of !\'Jiles t\1artin_, who is not a t>auper, \Vhere he is ad-
judged guilty of an offence, \Vhicl1, in the judgment oftl1e Mag·istrates, 1nerited only 
a fine of£ 1,. he was obliged to forfeit his liberty for a full fortnigl1t in default of 
payment. In tl1e cases of \V r1J. I\1orrissey ancl f\-1 ichael Brine, the san1e punisl1-
rnent \Vas awarded fer default of payment of £1 Fine, and Jol1n \Va!sl1, for ,; .. a Fine 
exactly the sa1ne as ~J oga11's., suffered six \Veeks in1prisonn1ent. Yet, l--1 ogan's of-

. fe11ce vvas not. of a. cotnmon description-he assaults his Landlord, and then, ever1 
upon the trial, and in tl1e ]Jresence of the l\1agistrates5 he charges hil11 furtJ1er

4

\Vith 
perj11ry, and stil I lie \Vas set at large. 

Your comn1ittee under tl1ese circurnstances are of opinion tl1at the pren1ises me
rit the deepest consideration of the flou8e of Asse1nbly-they are of opinion. that 
the systerr1 of the 1\drr1inistration of Justice in the Police Office of St. Joh11's calls 
for extensive refor111, and that the conduct of the 1nagistrates, and all rconnected . 
witl1 the returt1 is so censurable <-1s to merit the n1arl{ed displeasure of the Execu
tive, and so your comn1ittee b('g leave to report. 

(]ommittee Room, 
25th A priJ, 18·10. 

JO I-IN \ r. N l1G ENl", 
(~hairrnan of the (~ot11111ittee. 

And the said Report l1aving been read, was, uro11 the questio11 pt1t tl1ereon, 
agl·eed to by the House. 

011 motion of ~lr. Nugent, seconded by 1\1r. Morris, 

Resolved,-l"'l1at a copy of the said Report, with the evidence tal{en in the saifl 
investigation, be transn1itted to his Excelle11cy the Governor "Jith the following . 
address-

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
Companioti <if the 1H ost Honorable 
JJiilitary Order of tl1e Bath, Gover1zor 
a1id Commander-in-l)hiltf i1i and ove1 .. 
the Islan(/ of Newfoundland anil its · 
Depe1idencies, o/c. 4-c. 

1\luy it please your Excellenc)7,-

'fhe Hou~e of L\sse.mbly beg leave to lay before your Excellency the report of 
a C?ornrr1ittee of the House, and the evidence taken in an investigation of Fines, 
Forfeitures and Penalties ret11rned by order of your Excellency, by the Police 
Magist.rates. fJf St. John's, for your Excellency's consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by 1\Jr. Nugent, 

1-lesolueil,-'fha t the said Report be printed for the use of the members. 

' 
' . . 

' 
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Mr. Winser reported frorn the Committee of Audit; which Report he read in 
his place, and afterwards deliver·ecl it in at the Clerk's table, where it was again 
read as follows : 

" 
The Committee of Audit, in 1naking their ·report to yot1r honorable House, beg 

to say that they are enabled to do so only to· the first January last; for althoug·h 
a general statement has been laid before them, of rnonies paid by the Treasurer 
in all the month of January, yet as tl1e particulars of this statement have not been 
forthcoming, it would not be prudent to take it into thei1· consideration. 
"The '[reasurer's General statement, ~losed the Ist January, shews 

that the sum paid into the TreasurJ' tl1e last six months, un-
, der the heads o_f Imperial and Colonial Revenues, License 

Money, Light Dues, Fines, and excess of fees, was £12975 4 4 1. 
And that the sum paid during tl1e sarne period under the several 

heads, was 19870 19 5 
The outstanding votes for the year ending the 30tl1 June, was ------

stated to be 
And the outstanding votes of former years 

2369 6 4 
9792 5. 9 

Making altogether . 
. The caGh stated to be i11 the Treas11ry on the first January was 

£12161 12 1 
8573 It 1 

' And the account appears to be fairly balanced. 
COLONIAL REVENUE. ~ 

Under this head the sun1 received the last six months ending the 
1st of January, was . • 

IMPERIAL l~EVENUE. 
Under this head the sum received for tl1e san1e period was 

LICENSE MONEY. 
Under this head the su1n received for the sa.me Jleriod was . 

Fll~hS. 
Under this head the sum received for the same period was, 
And the sum received under the same head for the preceding 12 

. months, ending the last June,. 1839, was 
Making altogetl1er for the 18 months only the sn1all sum of 
Notwithstanding by tl1e accounts sent into your honorable House as 

requested by ar1 address to his Excellency, the sums levied 
during tl1e same period are_ as follow : 

District of Ferryla11d 
~upreme and C~entral Circuit Courts, St. John's, · 
Court of Sessio11s at Brigus 
Court of Sessions at 1-:Jarbor Grace 
Northern Circuit Court, 
Court of Sessions, St. John's, 

319 7 0 

2562 18 9 

709 17 2 

2 18 5 

I 11 0 
4 9 5. 

, 
, ~ f. 

4 12 0 
34 9 0 
. 5 12 10 
2 17 0 

100 f) 01 
83 15 0 

arnount £23 l 10 1.0! · 
£39 6s Sd from the Northern c;ircuit Courtis stated to have been 

actua.II y paid to the Secretary. 
EXCESS OF FEES. 

Under this head the sum stated t<> have been received during the 
same period is 106 2 8 

CAPE SPEAR LIGHT HOUSE. . 
Under this head the sum stated to l1ave bee11 paid since the 1st July is 68 l 3 
And the su1n received 80 I I 9 
t\ nd that .the balance due to tl1e colony under this head is 2372 4 4 

FORT AMHERST LIGHT HOUSE. 
Under this head the sum stated to have been paid since the 1st July is 
And the receipts 
And that this light h\)use is in credit with the colony 

\ 

11 5 0 
30· 11 8 

361 14 I 

, , 

l 
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Untler tl1is head the sun1 stated to have been paid since the 1st July, 
1839, to the I st J anuar_y, 1840, is 98 J5 

61 · 10 
3041 1 

0 -
8 
8 

• 

_t\nd tl1e receipts 
And that the balance due to the colony is 

J->ROS EClT'flONS. 
u ndcr this l1ead tl:e SU ill stated to have been paid for the six 

1nontl1s ending the. 1st January, 1840, is 
G ~OL ~:XPENSES. 

U 11de1· this head the sun1 stated to have been paid is 
FUEi ... AND LIGH'f. 

Undet~ tl1is l1ead the sum stated to have been paid is 
. CORONERS. 

U-bder this head tl1e expenditure for the six months as above stated, is 
. , POOR. 

Uncle~· this head the sun1 stated to have been paid fiJr the above 
mentioned period is, 
. PRINTING AND STi\TIONEflY. 

Under this head the sum expended during the same period is 
ClllCl11T COURl"'S. 

• 

Un,Jer this l1ead the comn1ittee are extremely sorry to be obliged to 
stae that the Ja,v has been again violated, as the sum stated to 
11a ve been pa id is 

INCIDENTALS. 
Under .tl1is head tl1e sum expended to the first of January is 

\TOTE OF Cl"{ED11~ 

259 11 6 

181 17 11 

136 J3 1 

35 II 8 

100 2 9 

124 3 6 

671 2 10 

28 16 4 

U 11der this head tl1e sum stated to have been paid to the abovementioned 
date is 24 7 0 

EDU<~A 1'ION. ' 
lTnder this liead the sun1 stated to have been paid for t11e sa1ne period is 809 15 4 

col.ON IA I. BlJILDil\G. 
Under this head the sum stated to have been paid, is 

ROAD AND BRIDGES LOAN. 
,-fhe sun1 stated to be paid off on the Jst January is, 
... i\nd the interest paid . 

· OU'l~Sl"AN DIJ\TG VOTES. 

24 0 0 

2075 0 0 
327 0 0 

The sum as before stated under this head on the 1st January is 9792 5 9 
But the committee have one remark to rnake, that in the statement 
, . se~1t down in July last, in the outstanding votes for the year 

1836-7, it stated- · 
Educalio11 
Roads 

. In tne state1r1ent last sent in January-

658 18 8 
000 0 0 

Ed ucation 471 8 8 
Roads 472 10 lo 
No\v it is quite possible that a part of the sutn of 658 18 8 
Has been paid off, but as 11othing \Vas to be found unpaid. in the for1ner 

staten1ent under the head of Roads, the committee are at a loss to 
know fram \Vhence tl1e sum of £472 IOs; IOd has come. 

. ROADSAND BRIDGES. 
• 

Under this head for the district of St John's, the committee have no ren1ark 
to make, as a full report l1as been received by the House from the chairman of tho 
Central Board of Comrnissioners, and they can only state the expenditt1re, ancl re
mains of monies granted to each Dist~~ct in the road acts of the 1st & 2d Victoria . 

• 
• L 

' 

• 

( ' . • • 

' 

• 

• 

• 
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CONCEPTION BAY BISTRIC1~. 
Sum expended 8573 6 s · 

" lTnexpended 592 13 4 
FERRYLA~D DISl"'RICT. 

Sum expended 1843 7 7 
'' ll nexpended 994 12 5 

DISTRICT OF TRINITY. 
Sum expended 1603 19 8 

'' Unexpended 846 0 4 
DISTRICT OF BONAVISTA. 

Sum expended 642 3 3 
" Unexpended 677 16 9 

DISTRICT OF FOGO. . . 
Sum expended 0 0 0 

'' Unexpended 900 0 0 
DISTllICT OF ST. l\.1ARY'S AND PLACENTIA. 

Sun1 expended 894 10 8 
. " UnexpendeCI 725 9 4 

DISTRICT OF BURIN, 
Sum expended 530 15 8 

" .Unexpended 369 4 4 

What Contracts that nre entered into, yet unfinished, the committee are not in 
possession of sufficient data to make any report. 

1-JOSPITALS. 

lTnder this head your Committee beg to state that they have received no ac- · 
·count \vhatever, although an address \Vas presented to his E .xcellency by a com
rnittee fi·om your honourable house, respectfully requesting his Excellency that he 
'vould cause the 14th section of the act, n1ade in the 6th year of his late Majesty 
'Villiam the Fourth, entitled "an act for the relief of sick and disabled Searnen, 
l~ishermen, and other per~ons,r' to be coin plied with. All of which your con1mittee 
refer to the consideration of your honorable house . 

.. 

Committee Room, 
25th April, 1840. 

PETER 'VINSER, 

Chairman of the Committee. 

And the said Report having been read, \Vas, upon the question put thereon, 
agreed to by the House. 

• 

On n1otion of ~1r. Wiriser, seconded by ~1r. Kent, 

01·de~ed,-'Fhat the said Report be printed for the use ofthe members . 
. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 
\ 

1"he Master-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow .. 
• • 1ng 'vr1tten rr1essages: ~ 

JJfr. Speaker, 

.. 

... 

Message from her lY!a .. 
jest y 's Council 

Her l\lajesty's (~ouncil acquaint the flouse of ~sRemhly that they do not accede 
to the amendments of the 1\ssen1hlv on t~:.e (;onPciP~ nmen~h11cnts on .the bill enti- · 

ol 

tied ''nn ;'ct ~o rfl[!'U fnt" (l" .•,~ t ~ ,..~ ·~ p/r! "'\ 
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Address to his Excel .. 
lency presented & read 

. r. 

, 

.. 
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Central Circuit Courts of this Island, and to detern1ine the qualification of Jurors 
in the said Courts . . 

Council .Chan1ber, 
25th April, 1840 . 

.Mr. Speaker,-

JAMES SIM~JS, 
r· 

Senior Member presiding. 

11 er ~Jajest.y's Council acquaint the I-louse of Assembly that they have passed 
the t;ills sent up for the concurrence of this House, entitled 

'' An Act to defray the expenses of the Legislature in the fourth session of the 
second General Assembly of Newfoundland.'' 

And ''an Act to provide for the contingent expei1ses of the Legislature for the 
present Session,'' with son1e amendments, to which they request the concurrence 
of the Assen1bly. 

Council Chamber, 
25th April, 1840. 

Mr. Speaker,-

JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Mernber Presiding. 

Her l\1ajesty's Council ha\"e passed the bill sent up from the flouse of . .\ssembly, 
for the concurrence of this 11ouse, entitled '~ an act for granting to her Majesty a 
sum of money for defraying the expenses of the Civil Government of this Colony, 
and for other purposes, for the year ending the 30th June, 1841 '' without amend
ment, 

--Her Majesty's Council have also passed the bill sent up from the Assembly, en
titled " an Act for granting to her ~1ajesty certain supplies for the Civil (~overn
ment of this colony, and other purposes,'' without amendment.'' 

Council Chamber, 
2ath April, J 840. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 
.. 

JAl\-1 ES ~IMMS, 
Senior Member presiding. 

" 

l\lr. Nugent presented an address to his Excellency the Governor, which he 
read in his place, and afterwards deli\1ered it in at the Clerk's table, where it \Vas 
again read as follows :-

To 

May. It please your Excellency,-

fiis Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
()01npanion qf the Most Honorable 
Milita1"y Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commande1"-in-l)hief in and over 
the Island of Newfoundland ant! its 
Dependencies, ~c. ~c. 

The House of Assembly have considered that part of your Excellency's answer 
to the address presented on last Monday, which relate to the omission to grant a 
sum in the bill of supply for defraying the expenses of the registration of voters . 
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. . 
The Assen1bly, by omitting such grant, by no ti1eans exhibit a desire to arrogate 

to this our branch the po\vers of the entire I~egislature in abrogating a law; but 
as they consider it improper to use their po\vers as trustees of the public t reasurc 
as an instrun1ent to amend an inoperative and vicious enactrnent, they will conti
nue to refuse to permit the application of the public money to that purpose. 

The llouse of Assembly have no'v for three years been seeking to arnend that 
act in the only \vay recognized by the constitution ; that is, by passing a bill for 
the purpose, and in every case has their bill been rejected. In the last and pre
sent Sessions they passed a bill proposing to les~en the expenditure by 1naking the 
registration quadrennial, but even those n1easures have been rejected without even 
the form of an an1endment. 

It is for tnese reasons, and these only, that the Assembly persevere in their opi
nion, that it is not by voting the revenues of the country a defective law should be 
an1ended. 

Resolved,-rrhat the said address he adopted and engrossed. 

Orde1·ed,-That ~1 r. Nugent and 1\'Jr. ~Joore be a cornmittce to present the said 
address to his Excellency., 

The Solicitor General presented an address lo ~is Excellency the Governor, Address to his Excel. 
which he read in his place, and after\vards deli \'ered it in at the (.'lerk's table, lcncy presented & read 

where it \Vas again read as follows:-

To 

May it please your Excellency,-

, 

his Excellt~ncy Henr11 Prescott, Esq., 
()ompanion <?f the Most Honorable 
Military Order of tlle Bath, Governor 
and Comtnander-in-lliiif in ancl over 
the Island of Newfoundland aitd its 
De 11endencies, cS-c. cS-c. 

1"he House of Assen1bJy have again taken into their serious consideration the 
application of l\1r. Justice llrcnton, transmitted by your Excellency to this I-louse, 
for a retiring pension out of the revenues of the colony, and they regret that they 
cannot recede from the vie\vs they entertained on the subject in their address to 
your Excellency on the 19th day of ~'larch last. 

llesolvetl,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Orde1·ed,-l"hat the Solicitor General and l\ir. Nugent be a committee to pre-
sent the same to his Excellency. • 

Then the hause adjourned until Monday next at eleven of the clock. "' 

MONDAY, April 27, 1840. 

• 1 

a1 R. Speaker laid before the nou~e a latter fro111 the Solicitor of tho House 
j._ f-.. ' J..ettcr from Solicitor which he 1·ead as follo\vs :~ 

.. 
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, • Sir ,---As it is generally understood that grantiug a sum in the bills for defi·aying 
the contingent expenses ofthe Legislature to rernunerate me for discharging the 
)auoriou3 duties of Solicitor of the House of Assernbly, lo which office I \Vas ap
pointed b.y .the unanirnous vote of the I-louse, is the rnain pretext of her 1'1ajesty's 
Council for .adopting the extraordinary and extreme course of rejecting ·these bills; 
anti as I have, in n1y place in the House, recon1n1ended the separation oi the con
tingencies fi·om the bill of general appropriation, in order by adopting the recom-

·mendation oft-he ~ecretary of State, to seek to restore harrnony bet\veen the seve
·lJal branches of the Legislature, and to \vhich recomn1cndation the house has been 
'pleased to accede, I consider that the duty devol\1es upon n1e to rernove the only 

· ,remaining obstacle that would appear to impede the accon1plishment of that n1ost 
desirable object. .. 

Report of Committee 
appointed to present ad
dress to his Excellency 

His Excellency reply 

I, therefi>re, \Vith a vie\V to clise1nbar.rass her ~1ajesty's Government on the one 
~hand, and the l·louse of Assembly on the other, upon this subject, and in order to 
carry out in my o\vn person that system of conciliation \Vhich I recommended with 
reference to the en1oluments of all connected with the Legislature, beg leave hPre
l>y most respectfully to tender 1ny resignatioh of the office of Solicitor of the liouse 
of Asse1nbly. 

In praying the Assernbly to accept this tender I must be permitted to convey to 
you, Sir,-to each of the ~Jembers individually-and to the house, my grateful 
and sincere thanks for the kindness with which my unfitness to discharge the du
ties devolving on that office, in a manner suitable to the dignity of the station, and 
the importance of its functions, has been overlooked, and to assure you that the n1e
mory of your partiality shall be ever cherished by, 

rfhe hon. the Speaker 
of the Assernbly. 

. 
Sir, 

Your gr!lteful and obliged servant, 
JOI-INV~ NUGENT. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by ~1r.. Winser, 
'\ 

Resolved,-That the consideration of the said prJposed resignation be postpo
ned untilt:o-morron'. 

i.rhe Solicitor General, fi·om the con1n1ittee appointed to present an address of the 
house to his Excellency the Governor, respectfnlly requesting his Excellency to ap
point a Con"1n1issioner to arrange and digest a bil I t.o extend such of the criminal 
Jaws of England to this colony as may be considered applicable, &c., reported that 
they bad presented the said address accordingly, '''hen his Excellency was pleased 
to reply as follows: · 

Gentlemen,-

! shall have much pleasure in carrying into effect the object contemplated in this 
address. 

Government House, -
27th April, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent. seconoed or Mr. Winser, 

· Conference requuted Resolved,-That a conference he requested with her ~1ajesty's Council on the 
subject matter of the amendments made by them in and upon the bills en_titled 
"an Act t.0 defray the expenses oflthe Legislat.ure in the fourth session of tho 

. second.General A~embly of Newfoundl~nd," and "an Aot t.o prpvjde for the con-

• 
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tingent expenses of the Legislature for the present session," and that the instruc .. 
tions to the rnanagers on the part of this house be as follow :-

1,he 1-luuse of Assen1bly have sought this conferenre in order to convey to her 
Majesty's Council their strong dissent frorn the repeated encroachrnents of that 
ho11ourable body on the \Veil kno\vn and established privileges of the lJouse of 
AEsembly. 

'fhe right of each branch of the l .. egislature to audit and deter1ninc the contin
gent expenses necessary for the proper transaction of the affairs of that branch 
cannot he denied, questioned, or di~puted, by any other branch of t.hc Legislature. 
'I,his principle has already been insisted on by her t\1JajPsty's Council, and acquies
ced in by the Asscn1bly, and the Assembly \viii not, no\v or hereafter, consent to 
have their right to determine the nurnber of officers requisite for their service, or 
the rate of rernuneration proper to compensate for their services, questioned by any 
other branch of the .Legislature. 

'l'hey also regard the privilege of heing the sole judges of the quantum, matter 
and manner of grants of the public money to he so \Veil established, as that it is 
perfectly needless to give reasons fur it, and for these reasons do they consider the 
aruend1nents of her l\1ajesty's Council on the bills for defi·aying the contingent ex
penses of the legislature for the past and present sessions_ as an infringernent on 
their privileges, calculated to produce great public injury and personal \'exation 
and err1barrassment to those " ·ho in the service of their country have devoted their 
tirne, attention and labour to the discharge of duties imposed upon thern by the 
co nst itut ion. · 

Under these circumstances they beg leave to adopt the course pursued by the 
British House of (~ommons in the year 1700, on the occasion of amend1nents 
made hy the IJouse of Peers on a money bill, but which amendments, unlike thos o 
of her ~1ajesty's <:ouncil, on the present occasion, did not go to effect the quan
tum, n1atter or manner of the supply, and to use the \Vords of tho (\>mtnons in 
their conference, as they entertain the feeling and spirit nJhich dictated then1-

'' The Commons'' flouse of Assernbly "cannot agree to the arnendrnents n1ade 
by'' her Majesty's Council " to these bills, for that all aids and supplies granted to 
her I\11njesty in Parliament are the so1e and entire gift of the Con1tnons; and as 
all bills for the granting of such aids and supplies begin with the Com-
1nons, so it is the undoul.ted and sole right of the (~omrnons to direct, 
limit, and appoint in such bills the ends and purposes, considerations._ lirnitat ions 
and qualifications of such grants, which ought not to he changed or altered by'' 
Her Majesty's Council. 

''This is \veil known lo he such a fundamental 1·ight of the Commons, that to 
give reasons for it was esteemed by our ancestors to be a weakening of that right." 

- '' ';rhe Con1mons'' House of Assembly ''therefore leave the bills and the nme nd
tnents \Vi th the'' (~ounci I " together with the ill consequenc~s that 1nay attend the 
not pa~sing the bills.''-Hatsell, vol. 3, p. 464. Appendix No. 12. j 

1-Joose of Assernbly, 
27th . .\pril, 1840. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winser do go up to her Majesty's Coon· 
ciJ, and desire the said conference. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The Master-i·n-Chancery brought down fi·om her Majesty's Council the follow-. . . 

1ng \Vr1tten message: , ' 

Mr. ,Speaker, :.. , , . ..l · 

·Her Majesty's Council accede to the conference tequested by the~House of\: As.
sembly on tbe subject of the contingency bills of the last and present sessions, and 

Mess!lge from her Ma., 
jesty•s Council 



Address to his Excel
lency 

~ • ~ • --J ..... •-;J . - • • • 
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Council Chamber, 
2it h April, 1840. 

• 

J\nd then the ~Jessenger withdre\v .. 

Or<lered,~That l\fr. Nugent~ the Solicitor General, Mr. Winse1· and l\1r .' Ken·t, 
do manage the said conference on the part of this House. 

And they went to the conference, and being returned-

l\1 r. Nugent reported that the managers had been at the conference, and had 
con1plied \vith the instructions of the house. 

· Mr. Nugent presented an address to His Excelle11cy the Governor, 
\v'hich he read in his place, a11d after\vards deliverec.l it i11 at the Clerk's 
table, \1\1 here it was again read as follolvs : 

l\1ay it please yout Excellency, 

To 11 is Excellency I-Jenry Prescott, 
Esq., Companion of the Most Ho
norable Military Order of the Bath, 
Governor and Con1mander-in-Chief 
in and O\'er the Island of Ne\\'· .. 
foundland and its Dependencies, 
&c. &c. &c. 

'fhe 11ouse of t\ ssemul y beg Jen ve to request your Excellency wi'II please to is. 
sue your . \var rant or \iVarrants to defr·ay the contingent expenses of the session of 
1839, amounting, according to the bill tn'ice passed by them in the present session, 
to the sum of £3123 2s IOd-and also the contingent expenses of the present 
session, amounting, according to the bill passed by them, to the sum of £276:3 Js Jd 
-and the Assembly \viii, in their next bill of supply, make provision to indemnify 
your Excellency for the same. 

The Assen1h1y in thus claicning the protection of your Excellency from the vio
lation of their privileges by her Majesty'~ (~ouncil, and fi·om the great injury in
flicted on the members and officers of che Representative branch of the J ,egislature, 
by the arnendment of their bills for defraying the contingent expenses of t\vo 
successive and Jaborious sessions, \Vould fain represent to your Excellency that, 
as their right to defermine the amount necessary to defray these expens~s, as well 
as to regulate the duties, and ascertain the remuneration requisite for their dis- · 
charge by their several officers, cannot be questioned, they entertain the fullest 
confidence that your Excellency, as the Representative of her i\tlajesty, will not 
lend the sanction of your i.~xcellency's silence to a course of proceeding that can
not be dictated by a desire to prornote the public service. 

There is not contained. in the bills above mentioned, a single vote that is not 
sanctioned by the precedents of the neighbouring colonies; while the ' 1otes princi
pally objected to by her l\1ajesty's Council by no means bear the character of 
extravagance. 

In the colony of New Brunswick we find, in the general appropriation acts 
every year, the salaries of tbe Speaker, Clerk, C !erk Assistant, :Se1jeant at A1·ms, 
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Door-keepers & Messengers, the remuneration of members, the expense of Books, 
of J>rinting, Stationery, Binding, & the salary of the chairman of committees, pro
vided for in the distinct and separate votes ; and in the same acts a further vote 
for "the contingent expenses of the Legislature,'' viz. in 1636, .£1274 5s 2d, and 

. in 1837, £2039 l 1s.,-and in Prince E _dward's Island, while the 8peaker and 
Members are provided for openly in the bill, there . is in every appropriation act 
up to the present year a vote indefinite for the contingencies, in the following 
¥Vords-[ see 2 Vic. cap. 10, et ante]-" J.l.nd a further sum sufficient to defray 
the contingent expenses of the Legislative Council and Assembly for the past 
and present sessions;'' whereas in N e\vfoundland, the Asse1nbly set out every 
iten1 of expenditure in tl1eir bills in detail. 

' 

The principal votes objected to by the Council are as follo\v : 

The travelling charges arid postages of certain men1bers. 

2d-The remuneration of the chairma11 of supply. 

3d-The ren1uneration of the Solicitor. 

. . 

4th-Tl1e remuneration to certain officers for extra service, and 

5th-1'he rernuneration to Door-keepers a11d Messengers. 

\V ith reference to the principle of allo\ving metnbers who come from distant 
places, abandoning their fan'li1ies and their busines~ for discharging duties imposed 
upon them b}· the public, a surn to dtifray their expenses in coming to and re· 
turning from the Assembly, in addition to the sum allowed for defraying their ex· 
I)enses while actually in session-tl1at principle is not peculiar to Newfoundland 
_:_it is the invariable practice in Prince Edward's Island, J\Tovascotia arid New 
Bruns\vick ; and if the re111uneration to members of the Assembly of Ne\vfound
land \Vere voted as it is every year in the latter province, each member should 
receive, up to the present day, the sun1 of £86 5s. this session for his attendance, 
exclusive of such travelling charges. , 

• 

'l,he proposed objection of her iVJajesty's CQuncil to remunerate chairmen ot 
committees and the ~olicitor is, that it is nut proper to pay rr1embers for the dis
charge of any duty for the I-louse, any sum beyond that paid for tl1eir attendance 
as members; but in the several colonies above alluded to, we find the practice inva .. 
riaLle.-In the acts of Novascotia the right of chairmen of com1nittees to remu ... 
neration is recognizecl ; and in N e\V Brunswick we find the .Chairman of Audit in 
1836-37, and in '38, \vhich are the latest years of which we have the acts before 
t1s, is granted the sum of£ 150 for his services; \vhile in the forn1er province, as 
may be seen by the letter of the Speaker of their Assernbly to Sir Rupert D~ 
George, com1nunicated to your Excellency by the Lieut. Governor of Novascotia, 
your Excellency \Vil] perceive that membets have held, in that house, even the 
office of Clerk of the House, as \veil as ir1 her Majesty's Council of Newfoundland, 
a men1ber of Council holds the corresponding office. · . 

• 

Witl1 respect lo the propriety of voting su1ns for extra services, this principle is 
founded on justice, and supported by undeviating practice. In Novascotia the 
salary of the Assistant Clerk is £100, and each succeeding year a further sum of 
£100 is granted him for extra se~·vices ; because as the duties of this officer are 
not' alorie onerous during session, but occupy his time and labour during recess 
also, it is only reasonable h~ should be paid sometl1ing more for his services while 
the house is sitting. . · · 

~ . . ' 

On the subject of remunerating door-keepers & messengers, we wo~ld beg leave __ 
to refer -your Excellenc)' aJso to the marked differenc-e between the rate .of remuner·a .. 



194 JOlJR.l\11\l..4 OF 'l"'I-IE HOUSE OF .t\SSEl\IBLY 

tion aflorded these officers l1ere and in Ne'v Brunswick:. Here \Ve have voted one 
<lo(>r-keeper forty pounds, and t\vo under door-keepers £25 each, making in all 
only £90, \vhereas if pai(l as in Ne\v l-lruns\vicl\, at the rate of 12s. 6d. per diem, · 
<lqring the session, it \vould amount to £73 2s. 6d. for each to the present day, a11d 
the messeng~ers in place of having one for £35 and a second for £25, being for both • 
only £60, _\vould receive at lOs. per diein the sutn of £58 10.:;. 

1"'he House of Assembly once more beg leave most respectfully to protest against 
the arncndme11t of their contingent bills by her l\tlajesty's Council. 1,he Assem
blj' have voted an1ple revenues for the exigencies of the Country, an<l in their 
earnest desire to support the machinery of Government, they have been most Ii
lJeral in their supplies, and yet, in proportion as tltey are solicitous to maintain 
the l~xecutive, in proportion as the.11 are eager to conciliate even in the n1idst of 
'''rongs, are the Council unreasonable anc.l capricious in their infringements 011 

our liberties and privileges. 

In 1838, the Secretary of State for tl1e Colonies pointed out to the Council the 
only remedy that could be taken if the n'lembers of the Assernbly n1ade an impro
per use of the JJowers placed in their har1ds by the people, by wasting on the1n
selvcs the public money, and his Lordsl1ip expressJy at that time stated that that 
charge 9f the <~ouncil was unfounded, for that the rejected bi 11 did. not \Varrant the 
in1putation-the retncdy pointed out by his Lordship \Vas the only one kno\vn· to 
the constitution-an Uf)peal to pt!blic opinion. 

• 

·In the despatch alluded to, his I ,ordship on the part of lier Majesty approves of 
the principle of indemnifying 1uembers for serving in the Asser11bly-~' it is sanc
tioned,'' says his Lordship,'' by many precedents and by 1nany considerations of 
great \Veight." His .l_Jordship, ho\vever, goes on to say, that on a subject of such 
delicacy, ''there can liardly be ct doubt that the 1nerabers t~f tlie House qf As
ser11bly ivill, 01i co1isideratio1i, see tl1e p'ropriety of leaving to t/1e Council a con
trol 'if tlie most zlnfettered kind.'' 

IJow have the Assembly demeaned then1selves upon this occasion 1 Did they 
repel tl1e dictation of the Rigl1t ho11. Secretary, or did they prove tl1eir readi11ess to 
abide by the decision of tl1eir Queen therein expressed 1 In that very session they 
accepted fully tl1e ter1ns offered, in that spirit of conciliation \vhich has ever mark
ed their course. 1.,11ey sought a conference \Vitl1 the Council and prayed them to 
point out the iten1s in their bil1, to which tl1ey objected-[See Council's Journals, 
page 25]-The Council holvever, refrained fro1n doing so, and passed the bill that 
subsequently to this address went up, providing for those expenses, and 
in that bill all these principles no\v so objectionable were embodied, The travelling 
charges of members for extra services, &c. ' 

The 1\sse1nbly \Vere ever ready to permit the Council to exercise a just and 
reasonable control over such sums as \Vere voted to members for their services as 
sucl1 me1nbers. On the occasion referred to they invited the Council to exercis~ 
th~t controul, and the Council subsequently passed the same votes for the remune
ration of Metnbers without observation, which appear to them now so objectiona
ble. It is this arbitrary and capricious controul the Assembly protest against as 
ttnbecoming a deliberative body. 'I'l1ey protest against all, even the slightest, in
terference in their votes for re1nunerating their officers and servants, and rely up
on the justice of tl1eir Sovereign that they \vho have yielded up so much in com
pliance with the wishes of their Queen for the restoration of harmony and good 
feeling between the several branches of the Legislature, and in their repugnance 
to occasioning embarrassment to the Executive, be not subjected to meet no re
turn, but injury and outrage, and violation of their privileges. 

' 
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Resolvetl,-That the said address be adopted and engrossed. 

Orde1·ed,-That Mr. Nugent and l\Jr, Winser be a committee to present the 
same to his Excellency. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The Master-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow-
ing 'vritten message : · , 

JJfr. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have passed 
the bills sent up from the House of Assembly, entitled " an Act to defray certain 
expenses and outstanding claims on the Board of Road Gommissioners in St. 
John's, and for other purposes'' and '' an Act to establish the Fees and Costs 
chargeable in the several Police Offices and Courts of Sessions in this colony,'' 
with some amendments, to which they request the concurrence of the Assembly. 

J t\l\tl ts SIMMS, 
Senior Member presiding. 

Council Chamber, 
27th April, I 840. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. Moo1·e, 

()rdered,-l"hat the said amendments be read a first time this day six months. 

1\1r. l\'.loore asked leave to bring in a bill to defray certain expenses and out
standing claims on the Board of Road Comrnissioners in St. John's, and for other 
purposes. • 

On the question that. leave be granted, the house divided as follows: 

For the question
M r. Moore 

.. Nugent 

.. Kent 

.. Doyle 
The Solicitor Genera). 

So it passed in the affirn1ative, 

Against the question
Mr. 'Vinser. 

And the said bill \Vas presented accordingly, and read a first time. 

On ·motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 
. 

That the said bill be now read a second time • . 

Which being put, the house divided thereon as follows:-
For the motion- Against the motion-

Mr. Moore 
. . Nugent 
.. Doyle 
.. Kent 
.. Butler 

The Solicitor General. 
So it passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Winser . 

And the said bill was read a second time accordingly~ 

. . . 
't.. .. ,. 

. ' 
; .. J 

. . . 

, 

Message from her Ma .. 
jesty's Council 

,,,. 4" "Y • ... • • .. • • ·~ 



' 

House in committee on 
bill to defray outstand
ing claims on the Board 
of Road Commissioners 

... ,. - ·1'H [ rn:o 1 t:tb ; f[_ 

Report 

Passed 
Title 

r· :n ') r.' r •,r 

.. 

Sent to Council 

Letter from hon. Mr .. 
Secretary Crowdy 

Bill to establish fees & 
costs read 1st time 

Read2d time 

, 

JOUllNAL OF TIJE HOUSE OF ASSEl\fBLY 

On motion of l\1r. i\1Ioore, seconded by :\1r. N ug.ent, 
• I 

Resolved,-That this I-louse do now resolve itself into a committee of the \Vhole. 
House on the consideration of the said bill. 

h 

And the House resolved itself into the said con1mittee accordingly . 
.. . . 

Mr. Speaker left the c11air. 

Mr. Bt1tler took tl1e cl1air of the co1nn1ittee. 

Mr. Speal{.er res11med tl1e chair. 

The chair1nan reported frotn the committee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had agreed to the same without any a1nendrnent. 

c:Ordered,---~hat the said bill be engrossed and read a third time this day. 

Agreeably to order, the said engrossed bill \Vas read a third tin1e. 

On motion of 1\'.lr. 1\1oore, seeonded by Mr. Nugent, 
• 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, " an Act to defray 
certain expenses and outstanding claims on the Board of Road Comn1issioners in 
St. John's, and for other purposes.'·' 

Ordered,-That ~r. Nugent and Mr. l\'loore do carry the said hill up to her 
Majesty's Council, and desire their concurrence. 

Several Members having retired) and there being present, Mr. Speaker, l\1r. 
Doyle, Mr. i(ent, and ~·1r. Butler, l\1r. ~peaker adjourned the •-louse at t\vo o'clock 
for \Vant of a quorum, until to-morro\v at eleven of the clock~ 

r . 

"TuESDA Y, April 2S, 1840. 

r 

)JR. Speaker laid before the houi;:e a letter from the hon. Mr. 8ecretary Crow~ 
.l.. dy, acquainting the house by corn1nand of his Excellency the Governor, that 
it is his Excellency's intention to close the present Ses~ion of the Legislature on 
Wednesday next, the 29th inst., at four o'clock. 

l • 

;\'Jr. Nugent moved for ]eave to bring in a bill to establish the fees and costs 
chargeable in the several Police Offices and ·cou1·ts of Sessions in this Colony; 
which being grant~d, he presenteg;the said bill, and the same \Vas riead a first time._ 

Orde1red,-That the said bill• be now read a secon<l t irne. 

And the said bill was read a second time accordingly. .. 
. . 

On motion of Mr, Nugent, seconded by Mr. Winser, 
.. . 

... . 
Resolved,-That this House do now resolve itself into a ·committee of the whole 

House on the consideration of the said bill. . 
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And the House resolved itself into the said comn1ittee accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. '1Vinser took the cha1r of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker resu111ed the chair. 

197 

The chairman reported from the said committee that they had gone througl1 
the said bill, and had agreed to the same without any amendment. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time this day. 

Agreeably to order, the said engrossed bill was read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by Mr. l\1oore, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, "nn Act _to estab
lish the Fees and Costs chargeable in the several Police Offices and Courts of Ses
sions in this Colony." 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and Mr. Moore do carry the said bill up to her 
r\1ajesty's Council, and desire their concurrence. 

The Solicitor General presented an address to his Ex9ellency the Governor, 
\vbich he read in his place, and afterwards deli \"ered it in at the Clerk's. table, 

· 'vhere it \Vas again read as follows:-

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
Companion of the Most Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor 
and C omtnander-in-l)hief in and over 
tlie Island of Newfoundland and its 
De1Jendencies, ~c. ~c. 

May it please your Excellency,-

ln the event of her l\lajesty's Govern1nent during the recess of the Legisla
ture, being under any temporary inconvenience from not being in funds in the 
Treasury of the Colony to n1eet the various grants of the Legislature, the House of 
Assen1blymost respectfully beg to suggest to your Excellency that upon the occur
rence:or such a contingency, your Excel~ency \viii be pleased to raise by loan, from 
the Bank in St. John's, such sutn as may be necessary to meet the exigencies of 
the country, upon the usual terms of interest required by that establishment; and 
the House pledge themselves to provide in a future Bill of Supply to her Majesty 

· for all such sums borrowed, and the interest thereon. 

Resolved,-"f hat the said address be adopted and engrossed. 
-Ordered,-That the Solicitor General and ~1r. Nugent be a committee to pre 

sent the said address to his Excellency. 

A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The l\Iaster-in-Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow• 
ing wr~tten message : 

Report 

, 

Passed 
Title 

' 

Sent to Council 

Address to his Excel
lency presented & read 

t 

' 

Message from her Ma• 
jesty's Council 
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1-ler 1"1ajesty's Council have passed the bill sent up frorn the I-louse of ,t\ssen1bly, 
entitled ''an Act to defray certain expenses and outstanding claims on the Board 
of Road l'ommissionerF. and for other purposes,'' without an1endment. 

J \1\t1 ES SIMMS, 

l 

(~ouncil~Chamber, 
Senior Me1nbe1· presiqing. 

27th April, 1840 . 
• 

And then the Messenger \Vithdrew. 

'fhe ~;Jaster-in-C.h!lncery brought down fron1 her ~1ajesty's (:'ouncil the follow
ing written message-

Mr. Speaker-

1~ er _l\1ajesty's Council request a conference \Vith the !louse of Assembly on the 
subject matter of the bill entitled '' an Act for granting to her Majesty certain du
ties on Goods, Wares, and 1\1erchandize in1ported into this Colony and its J)epen
dencies, and for other purposes''-and have appointed Conferrees to meet the Ma
nagers from the Assembly in the Comrnittee l{oorn of the Council presently. 

. JAMES Sl~MS, 

Council Chamber, 
28th A pri I, 1840 . ., 

And then the l\1esscnger \Vithdre\v. 

Senior Mcn1ber presiding. 

On motion of 1\ir. Nugent, seconded by ~] r. Moore, 

Resolved,-That the conference requested by her Majesty'£ Council be acceded to. 

Ordered,-That ~1r. Nugent and Mr. ~Joore do go up to her l\1ajesty's C'ouncil 
and acquaint thetn that this lJouse have acceded to the said conference. 

Ordered,-That. Mr. Nagent, l\'.Ir. Moore, Mr. \Vinser, and the Solicitor Gene
ral do manage the said conference on the part of this House. 

~nd they went to the conference, and being returned, 

Mr. Nugent reported that the Managers had been at the conference; and he 
read the report thereupon in his place, and after\vards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
tabJ.e, \~here it was again read as follows :-

~er i\'J~jesty's Council have sought this conference for the purpose of acquaint
·ivg the House Qf Asse1nbly. that they do not concur in that clause of the bill, enti
tled "an Act for granting to lier Majesty certain duties on Goods1 Wares, and 
l\1erchandize in1ported into this Colony and its Dependencies, and for other pur
poses,'' which enacts the repeal, on the 30th June next, of an Act passed in the 3d 
year of her Majesty's reign for the like purpose, and for the then i1nn1ediate ope
ration of the above recited act. 

1st. Because by the 15th article of the Royal Instructions, it is directed that 
no law for granting unto her Majesty any sum or sums of money, by duti~s of im-
_post, shall be made to continue for .less th~fl one \v.hole year. 

2d. Because by repealing the said act, before two thirds of a year have expi
red, the Legislature will, in the opinion of the Council, be doing that indirectly 
which ·her l\Jajesty has e·~pressly prohibited; and would therefore he ~~ting i~ 
violation of the spirit of the said Royal Instructions. · 

' 

• 
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3d.-Because a shorter period than that which \viii elapse between this present 
date and the 18th November next, the period at which the act now in force ex- · 
pires, is insufficient to provide the additional instruments required by certain 
enactments of the said bill, and to instruct the officers of her Majesty's Customs 
in their use and application. 

Her Majesty's Council a]so acquaint the House of Assembly that they cannot con
cur in inserting in a Revenue bill a clause levying an impost on ships and vessels 
entering the Ports and lJ arbors of this island ; not because her Majesty's Coun
cil dissent from the propriety of levying such an impost, but because in their opi
nion the subject n1atter should be contain~d in a separate and specific bill, and that 
it is desirable that consistently \Vith the practice generally adopted in relation to 
such imposts, its duration should be for a longer period than one year. 

JAMES SIMM~, 
Senior rnember presiding. 

Council Chatnber, 28th April, 1840. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-That a conference he requested ''·ith her Majesty's Council on the 
subject matter of the last conference. 

Ordered,-That l\·J r. 1\: ugent and the Solicitor (~encral do go up to her Ma
jesty's Council and request the said conference. 

Resolved,-1'bat the instructions to the [\-1anagcrs on the part of this House, in 
the said conference, be as follo\V : 

rl,he l1ouse of Asse1nbly have sought this conference on the subject n1atter of 
tile la~t conference, 'vith a view to express their readiness, rather than subject the 
country to the inconvenience that 1nust result to the public service should no Re
Yenue be granted in the present session, to prepare t\VO bills in accordance with 
the terms of the objection of the Council to including a tonnage duty on ships and 
Yes~els in the general llevenue Bill, and their dissent from the construction put 
by the Council on the 15th article of the Royal Instructions. 

A inessage fron1 Her Majesty's Council. 

'fhe Master in Chancery brought do\vn from her l\Iajesty's Council the follow
ing written message-

Mr. Speaker, 

1-Jer l\1Iajesty's Council accede to the conference requested by the House of As
sembly on the subject of the last conference, and have appointed conferrees to meet 
the n1anagers from the Assembly in the committee room of the Council presently. 

Council Chamber, 28th ... t\.pril, 1840. 

And .. then the messenger w.ithdrew. 

JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Men1ber presiding. 

Ordered,-That ~r. Nugent, the Solicitor General, Mr. Winser an~ Mr. Moore 
do manage the said conference on the part of this house. 

Conference requested, 

Managers named. 

Message from her Ma· 
jesty' s Council 

...... . .. ... . ., .. . 
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And they went to the conference, and being returned-

Mr. Nugent reported that the 1nanagers had been at the co,1ference, and had 
comP.1 ied \Vi th the instructions of the house. 

1t'Iessage from her ~fa. r 

jesty 's Council 
A n1essage from Her Majesty's Council. 

' 

,. 
' 

Civil Government (pro
vision) Bill, read first 
time 

2d reading. 

Comn1itted. 

Report. 

.. 

1,he Master in Chancery brought do\vn from her 1\fajesty's Council the follow-
. ing 'vritten message : . 

Mr. Speaker, 

l1er Majesty's Council acquaint the I-louse of Assembly that theJ' have passed 
the bill entitled '' An act for granting to her Majesty certain duties on goods, 
\Vares and merchandize in1ported into this Colony and its dependencies, and for 
other purposes,'' with some amendtnents, to \Vhich they request the concurre nee 
ofthe .~ssembly. 

JAMES Sll\1l\1[;, 

Council Chatnber, 28th April, 1840. 
8enior 1nember presiding. 

And then the Messenger \Vi thdre\v. 
, 

On 1notion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by i\1 r. Nloore, 

Ordered,-That the said an1endmcnts be read a first time this day six months. 

'l'he Solicitor General moved for leave to bring in a bill to inake further pro
vision towards defraying: the expenses of the Civil Government of this Colony by 
raising certain duties; '"hich being granted, he presented the said bill, and tbc 
sarne was read a first tin1e. 

• 
Ordered,-Tbat the said bill be no\v read a second ti1ne. 

And the said bill \Vas read a second time accordingly. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by l\1r. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That this House do now resolve itself into a comn1ittee of the whole 
IJouse on the consideration of the said hill. 

~nd the I-louse resolved itself into the said con1mittee accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Winser took the chair of tl1e commit.tee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 
• 

• 

' 

The chair1nan reported fro1n the committee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had agreed to the same \Vithout any amendment. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time this day • 

Pursuant to order, the said engrossed bill was read a third time. 
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On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ''An act to make ·Pusecl 
further provision towards defraying the expenses of the Civil Government of this Title 
Colony by raising certain duties.'' 

Ordered,-That the Solicitor General and Mr. N agent do carry the said bill Sent to Council 

up to her Majesty's Conncil~and desire their concurrence. 

A message fi·orn Her Majesty's Council. MeeBage from "'·her Ma
jesty'• Council · 

The Master in Chancery brought down from her Majesty's Council the foll~w
ing written message-

l\1r. Speaker, 

l1er Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have passed 
the bill sent up for the concurrence of this House, entitled '' An act to make fur• 
ther provision towards defi~aying the expenses of the Civil Government of this co
lony by raising certain duties,'' without atnendment. 

JAMES SIMMS, 
Senior Men1ber presiding. 

Council Chamber, 28th April, 1840. 

r\ nd .. then:the messenger \Vithdre\v. 

·1~he Solicitor General moved filr leave to bring in a bill for granting to her 
,Vlajesty certain duties; \vhich being granted, he presented the said bill, and the 
sarne \Vas read a first time. 

01·dered,-That the said bill be no\Y read a second time. 

And the said bill \Vas read a second time accordingly. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 
\ 

R~solved,-That this House do now resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
House on"' the consideration of the said bill. 

""' ... 

And the House resolved itself into the said comrnittee accordingly. 

1\Ir. Speaker left the chair. 

l\fr. Winser took the cl1air of the commit.tee. 

lVIr.L Speaker resumed tl1e chair. 

I 

Biil for granting certain 
duties read first time 

. 2d teadinr. 

Committed• 
• 

.. 

. ... 

The chair1nan reported from the committee that they had gone through the said Report. 
bill, and had made an amendment therein, which he was directed to report to the 
house; and he delivered the said hill with the amendment in at the Clerks table. 

And the said amendment having been read throughout, was, upon the question 
put thereon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered,-That the said bill as amended be engrossed and read a third time 
presently. 

Agreeably to order, an engrossed bill for granting to heri Majesty certain GQ&; 
ties, was read a tliird time. 
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On n1otion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr.Nugent, 
' 

. R~solved,-That the said oill do pass, and that the title be '' 1\n . act for grant-
ing to her l\'lajesty certain duties on goods, \Vares and merchandize in1ported into 
this Colony and its dependencies." 

t"' ... ':.J ,l\ • . . 
()rdered,-That the Solicitor General and Mr. Nugent do carry the said bill up 

to her Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

Ori· motion of Mr~ \V,inser, seconded by Mr. Moore, .. 

Resolved,-That a con1mittee of Correspondence he appointed to call the at
tention of her l\'.Iajesty's Government to the bills passed by this hous~, and rejected 
'Dy her t\1lajesty's Council, during: the pre~ent session ; and to n1ake representation 
on despatches from her 1\1 ajesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
his. Excellency the Governor ; and such other subjects connected with the general 
interests of Newfoundland as they shall deem necessary during the recess, and to 
report thereon to the house at the opening of the next session .. 

Resolved,-1"'hat Mr. Nugent, l\1r. Carson, and ~lr. Godfi·ey, do form the said 
cotnmittee. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by l\'1r. i\tloore, 
~ 

Resolved,-That Mr. Speaker do transmit the said Resolutions to the hon. Mr. 
Secretary Cro,vdy, to be laid before his Excellency the Governor. . 

A n1cssage from FJer Majesty's Council. 

1,he Master in Chancery brought do\vn from her l\fajesty's Council the follow
ing 'vritten message : 

• 
Mr. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council request a conference with the House of Assembly on the 
subject matter of the <:ontingency bills of the last and present sessions, and have 
appointcrl conferrees to meet the managers from the Assernb1y in the committee 
room of the Council presently. .. 

J~MES Sli\1M~, 

Council Cha1nber; 
28th April, 1840. 

r Senior 1nember presid-ing. 

. . 
r . ) 

And then the Messenger withdre\v. ' . 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by. l\1r. \Vinser, 
• 

Conference acceded to. Resolved,-'rhat the conference requested by. her Majesty's Counc\l be ac-
ceded to. , · · " 

Council acquainted. Ordered,--That Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winserdo go up to her !\1ajesty's Coun
cil iind ·acquaint them that this hbtise have agreed to the said cqnferen.ce. 

J 
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Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent, i\'Ir. 'Vinser, Mr. ·Butler, and the Solicitor Ge
neral do n1anage the said conference on the part of this House. 

And they went to the conference, and being returned, 
f 

l\ilr. Nugent reported that the ~Janagers had been at the conference; and he 
read the report thereof in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
table, where it \Vas again read as follows: 

Her l\1ajesty's Council have sought this conference 'vith the House of Assembly 
for the purpose of acquainting the IJouse that they cannot recede from their 
amendu1ents made on the Contingency Bills for the last and present Sessions, for 
the reasons already stated to the House in Conference, on the Contingency Bill of 
last Session. 

To the principles by which the Council were then guided, they feel themselves 
con1pelled to adhere; and whilst. regretting any difference \Vith the I-louse of As
sen1bly, it is to them a source of great satisfaction that their constitutional powe1· 
of amending Bills of the description in question, is fully recognized by her Majes
ty's Government. 

The Council do not concur with the House of Assembly in their assumption that 
the declaration of the Council, made on the 14th of J,lay, 1834, "that they cannot 
pern1it the privilege of auditing their own contingent expenses to be called in ques
tion or argued upon," involves the \Vide principle attached to it by that House. 
"{he point then raised, refe1·red sirnply to the fact and truth of certain incidental 
charges incurred by their Cieri{ and Usher of the Black Rod in the discharge of 

·their several duties, and l1ad no relation to the appointment of an increased num
bei· of Officers, or the augmentation of their salaries, or the creation by the House 
of Stipendiary Offices for it~ Members 

Council Chamber, 
28th April, 18,tO. 

, . JAMES SIMMS, 
~cnior 1\1 ember presiding. 

~ nd l\~r. Nugent further reported, that in the said conference, the conferrees 
presented, \Vith the aforesaid reasons, the said two contingency bills; but that as 
the n1anagers \Vere not aware of a precedent on which to rest the propriety of such 
a proceeding, and in the absE:~nce of instructions upon the subject, declined to ac
cept thern. 

A 1\1ESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

1"he Master-in-Chancery brought do\vn from her Majesty's Council the follow
ing \vritten message : 

• 

Mr. Speaker-

H ~r Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have passed 
the hill sent up from the House of Assembly, entitled '' an Act to establish the 
Fees and Costs chargeable in the several Police Offices and Courts of Session in 
this Colony,'' without amendn1ent. , 

Her Majesty's Council also acquaint the House of Assembly ~hat they return the 
Contingency Bills ot the last and present Sessions, which were left with the confer
rees of this House, in conference yesterday. 

Council Chamber,. 
28th April, 1840. -

J ~1\1 ~S SIMMS, 
Senior Member presiding. 

Managers named 

Conference held 

Report 

Message from her Ma , 
jesty's Council 

• • • "•- I 
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And then the ~1essenger \vithdre\V . 
• 

A. lIESSAGE FROM I-IER MAJES'r\:·'s COUNCIL. 

'l'he i\Jaster-in ... Chq_ncery brought down fron1 her i\'lajesty's (~ouncil the follow
i~g \Vritten nlessage-

1Jf1·. S1JeakCJ·, 

Her Majesty's (~ouncil request a conference on th~subject matter of the bill en
titled '' ai:i Act for granting to her Majesty certain duties on Goods, Wares, and · 
Merchaadize. in1ported into this Colony and its Dependencies,'' and have appoint
ed conferrees to meet the rnanagers from the .~ssembly, in the co1nn1iltec room of 
the Council presently. 

"' Council Chan1ber, 
28th April, 1840. 

And then the Messenger \'Vithdre\v. 

( 

J .\1\1 ES SIMMS, 
·Senior Men1ber presiding. 

· On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by l\'Ir. Nugent, 

Lonterenceacceded to Resolved,-l~hat the conference requested by her Majesty's; Council be acceded to. 

Council acquainted. Ordered,-That the Solicitor General and Mr.Nugent do go up to her Majes .. 
ty's Council and acquaint the1n that this I-louse have agreed to the said confe
rence. 

Manager• named Ordered;-That the Solicitor General, Mr. Nugent, l\f r. \Vinser, and Mr. Moore 
do rnanage the said conference on the part of this House. 

Conference held And they ''"ent to the conference, and being returned, 

Report "fhe Solicitor General reported that the i\1anagers had been at the conference ; 
and he read the report thereof in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table, \vhere it was again read as follows :-

., ..... . . 

l . . 

. . 
___ ... ____ -~ - _ .. ~ > - . 

- - ~"~: ..... -· 

' 
1-ler Majesty's Council have sought this conference with the IJouse of Assem

bly to request the concurrence of that l-Jouse in the following amendments being 
made by the Council in a bill entitled "an Act for granting to her Majesty cer .. 
tain du1ies on Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, imported into this Colony and its 
Dependencies.'' .. 

Council Chamber, 
28th April, ·1840 • 

JAM ES Sll\1 l\'1 S, 
~enior Member presiding . . 

Expunge in the 12th page, 14th line, the words '' person,'' " persons,'' and insert 
.. in place thereof, '' officer," " officers.'' 

In t·he 15th line, same page-Expunge the w.ords " informed ot,'' and insert in the 
stead, "detained and taken." 

Insert the following words as the last section of the bill except one. 
'' And be it further enacted-That all penalties and forfeitures recovered under 

this act, shall be divided, paid and applied as follo,vs: that is to say-after deduct
ing the charges of prosecution and sale fron1 the produce thereof, one third of the 
net produce shall be paid into the hands of the Treasurer of the Colony, to be ap-

. _, "t-"" . • 
~ 

I 
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plied as the Legislature shall direct ; one third part to the person who shall in
form for the same, and the other third to the officer who shall seize and sue for the 
same.'' 

On motion of Mr. N agent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-"fhat a message be sent to her Majesty's Council acquainting them 
that this House, in compliance with the request of the Council, permit them to 
make the amendment~ set forth in the Reasons given to the Assembly for a confe-
1·ence on the bill, entitled " an Act for granting to her t\1ajesty certain duties on 
Goods. Wares, and Merchandize imported into this Colony and its Dependencies." 

Orrlered,-That Mr. Nugent and the Solicitor General do communicate the 
said message to her Majesty's Council. 

A llESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The l\Jaster-in-Chq_ncery brought do,vn fron1 her Majesty's Council the follow
ing \vritten 1nessage-

1Jfr. Speak.er, 
' 

Her Majesty's Council have passed the hill sent up from the House of Assem
bly for the concurrence of this House, entitled ''an .. ~ct for granting to her Majes
t.y certain duties on Goods, Wares, and Merchand1ze imported into this Colony 
and its Dependencies~" \Vith the amendments concurred in by the House of As
se111bly. 

Council Cha·mber, 
28th April, J 840. 

, 

And then the Messenger \vithdrcl'r. 

J L\M ES SIMMS, 
~enior Member presiding. 

'fhen the I louse adjourned until to-morro\v at eleven ol the clock . 

... 

WHDNESDAY, .~prjJ 29, 1840. 

.11. .ltlessagefrom His Excellency the Governor~ 

THE hon. Mr. Secretary Crowdy being admitted within the bar, acquainted 
the House that he was the bearer of a 1nessage from his Excellency the Go

''ernor, signed by his Excellency, \vhich he presented to the House. 
And then the Messenger withdrew. 

The said message was read by l\1r. Speaker as followllli-s -

H. PRESCOTT-

· The 19th article of the Queen's instructions, directing the Governor not to give 
his assent to_ any '' ~ill whereby the trade or shipping ot Great Britain shall be in 

• 

• 

' 

' 
Message from her Ma · 
jesty'• Council 

I 1 '"- "-" ., •C t 

Message from bit E~ 
cellenc1 

' 
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"anj wise aJfected,'' the l--Jouse of Assembly wili see that his Excellency cannot. 
assent to the Toni1age Duty Bill, unless a suspending clause be attached to it. 

Government I-louse, 
29th April, J 840. 

,.._ , 

Mr. Speak€r laid befiJre the House a letter fron1 the hon. Mr. Secretary Crow
clf, \Vhich he reaa as fo}iO\VS-

• I 

Secretary's Office, ~ 
29th April, 1840. 5 

S1n,-2..I have the honor to acquaint yon that I received and laid before the Go
vernor your letter of yesterday, enclosing a resolution of the House of Assembly, 
that a comn1ittee of the House be appointed to correspond \Vith her l\1ajesty's Go
vernment during the Recess; and I am directed by his Excellency to transmit to 
you for the inforn1ation of the lJouse, the following extract. of a despatch fi·orn Lord 
John Russell to his Excellency, dated the 5th December last-

.. "}1y attention has further been attracted to the report you have made, that a 
" comrnittee of correspondence has been norninated by the Assembly to discuss 
'' public affairs with the Governrnent during the recess. I have to instruct you 
'·' not,to recognize such committee of correspondence.'' 

'I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

JAl\1ES CROWDY. 

l\1 r. Nugent from the con1mittee appointed to present an address to his Exce1-
1ency the Governor, praying his Excellency to issue his \Varrant to the Treasurer, 
to defray the contingent expenses of the Legislature during the past and present 
Sessions, &c., reported that they had presented the said address accordingly, when 
his Excellency was pleased to rep1y as foJlo\vs :-

Gentle·men,-

I had entertained a hope that the expression of the opinion of her l\fajesty's 
PrincipalliSecretary ofState for the Colonies, that the (~ouncil had, in no degree, ex
ceeded its constitutional po\tvers in the differences which last Session unfortunately 
occurred bet\veen it and the House of Assembly, would have induced the 1-Jouse to 
re-consider the Contingency Bill of that Session, with a view to its rnodification ; 
and that it 'vould have adopted such a principle respecting the Contingency Bill of 
the present Session as n1ight have obviated further misunderstanding. 

k ·' 

I n1ust, ho\l'ever, disclairn any right of interference between the deliberate 
branches of the Legislature, and I am convinced that the House will, on further 
consideration, admit the impossibility of my con1plying with the present address; 
by so doing I should ille_gally assume the power of deciding upon the dispute 

· which unhappily exists, and should suspend the la\vful control of the Council in its 
Legislative capacity. 

. ; ~ -.. 

... 

Governn1ent House, 
29th April, 1840 . 

. . 

Mr. Nugent from the committee appointed to present to ~ his Excellency the 
~overrior ·ian kdot~ss'of the~house ·upon· ·the· 'subject of that part of his ·Excellency's 

• 
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, reply of the 21st inst., to an address of the house respecting the Registration Act, 
also reported that they had attended to that duty, and that his Excellency was 
pleased to reply as follows : 

· Gentletnen, 
I can only say in reply to this address, that it appears to me entirely confirma

tory of those observations which I felt it my duty to 1nake to the house on the 24th 
inst., respecting the Registration Act. 

If this act be faulty, and its repeal or amendment ~e necessary, such repeal or 
an1endment can only be legitin1ately n1ade by the concurrent powers of the three 
branches ofthe Legislature; until this be done, it is clearly an existing law, and 
binding upon all \Vhom it n1ay concern .. 

Government House, 29th 1\pril, 1840. 

The Solicitor General, from the committee appointed to present an address to 
his Excellency the (~overnor, upon the subject of the application of Mr. Justice 
Brenton for a retiring penson out of the revenues of the colony, transmitted by his 

\ Excellency to the house on the 16th inst., reported that they had pres-ented the 
said address accordingly, when his Excellency \Vas pleased to reply as follows: 
I 

Gentlemen, 
I regret the determination of the house on this subject, and shall co1n1nunicate 

this address \Vithout delay to her Majesty's Government. 

Government House, 29th ~t\pril, 1840. 

The Solicitor General, from the committee appointed yesterday to present to 
his Excellency the Governor an address of the House, reported that they had at
tended to that duty, and .that his Excellency \Vas pleased to reply as follo\vs : 

Gentlemen, 
I will very \Villingly, by & \Vith the consent of the Council, borro''' fi·om the Bank, 

upon the public security, such sums as may be requisite for the due fulfilrnent of 
obligations under legislative enactment, making repayment of those sums, 
'vith the interest due thereon, as early as circumstances may pern1it, and laying .. 
before the Legislature when next in session an account of n1y proceedings in the 
matter. 

Government House, 29th April, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-Tbat a conference be requested with her Majesty's Council on the 
subject matter of a message fron1 his Excellency the Governor, communicated to 
the house this day, and that the instructions to the managers on the part of this 
house be as follow : 

The House of Assembly have requested this conference on the subject 1natter of 
a message from his Exc~llency the Governor of this day, to inform the Council that 
it would be necessary that a susp('.nding clause were added to the bill entitled 
'' An act- to make further provision tu wards defraying the expenses of the Civil Go
vernment of this Colony by raising certain duties," in compliance with a sugges
tion contained in the said 111essage, and to express their readiness to concur in the 
annexation of such clause. 

I • 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and the Solicitor General do go up to her Majesty's 
Council and request sucl1 conference. 

. . 

Conference requested. 

... 

t , .• 
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... 
.. J\. n1essage from Her Nlajesty's Council. 

1'he ~laster in C:hancery brought do,vn from her ~1ajesty's Council the follow 
ing 'vritten 1nessage : 

i\1 r. Speaker, 

Her Majesty's Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they accede to the 
conference requested on the subject matter of a message from his Excellency the 
Governor, and have appointed conferrees to meet the managers from the Ass~mbly 
in the committee room of the Council present I y. 

Council Chatnher, 
29th April, 1840. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

• 

JAMES SIMM~~, 
~enior rnember presiding. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent, the Solicitor General, Mr. Kent. and Mr. "'·inser 
oo manage ~he said conference on the part of this House. 

And they \vent to the conference, and being returned, 

Mr. Nugent reported that the n1anagers had been at t.he Conference, and had 
complied with the instructions of the house. 

A message from Her Majesty's Council. 

The .Master ·in Chancery brought down from her l\lajesty's Council the foll9w
ing \Vritten message- , 

~1 r. Sf.leaker, 

1-Jer l\1ajesty's (:ouncil -request a conference with the House of Assembly on the 
subject matter of the Jast conference, and have appointed conferrees to n1eet the 
managers from the A.ssernbly in the committee roon1 of the (.~ouncil presently. 

Council Chamber, 
29th April, 1840. 

And then the messenger withdrew. 

JA1\1ES SIMMS, 
~enior l\fember presiding. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by 1\1r. \Vinser, 

Resolved,-That the conference requested by her Majesty's Council be acceded to. 

Orderetl,-That Mr. Nugent and Mr. Winser do go up to her Majes
ty's Council and acquaint thern that this House have agreed to the said confe
rence. 

Orclered,-That Mr. Nugent, Mr. Kent !\'Jr. Butler and Mr. Winser do ma· 
nagetbe said conference on the part of this house. 

, 
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Mr. Nugent reported that the managers had been at the_ Conference, and he :aepori 

read the report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, 
\vhere it \Vas again read as follows : 

Iler Majesty's Council have sought this conference with the House of Assembly 
on the subject of the last conference, in order to acquaint that house that th·e 
Council concur \vith them in their desire to obviate the objection raised by his 
Excellency the Governor in respect to the Tonnage Duty Bill, which the Council 
suggest may be accomplished either by adding to the bill now in the possession of 
the House of Assembly, a suspending clause in the presence of the n1anagers of the 
House of Assemb.ly and Conferrees of the Council, under Instructions to be 
respectively given to them, or by passing a new bill containing a suspending clause. 

Council Chamber, 29th April, 1840 .. 

,JAMES Sl~MS, 
Senior Men1ber presiding. 

·rhe Solicitor General moved for leave to bring in a bill to make further provi
sion towards defi .. aying the expenses of the Civil Government of this colony by 
raising certain duties; which being granted, he presented the said bill, and tho 
~arne was read a first tin1e. 

€ivil Government (pro· 
vision) Bill, readlst tim• 

Ordered,-That the said bill be no\V read a second time. 

And the said bill was Tead a second time accordingly. 

On motion of the Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Nugent; 

Resolved,-That this House do now resolve itself into a committee of the '''thole 
House on the consideration of the said bilL 

And the IJouse resolved itse'lf into the said committee accordingly. 

l\fr. Speaker left tl1e cl1air. 

l\'Ir. Winser took the chair of th,e con1tnittee. 

l\1r. Speaker resun1ed tl1e chair. 
I 

1.,he chair1nan reported fro1n the comn1ittee that they had gone through the said 
bill, and had agreed to the satne without an1endment. 

Ordered,-That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time presently. 

Agreeably to order, the said engrossed hill was read a third time. 

On ~otion of the Solicitor 'General, seconded by Mr. Nugent, 

Committed .• 

Report 

Resolved,-That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ''An act to make Passed 

further provision towards defrayin~ the expenses of the Civil Government of this Title 
Colony by raising certain duties.'' 

· Orderetl,-That the Solicitor General and Mr,. Nugent do carry the said bill Sentto Council 
up to her i\'Jajesty's Council and desire their concurrence. 

I 

- \ 
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On n1otion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by the Solicitor General, 

Resolved,-That a message be sent to her Majesty's Council acquainting them 
that this house have passed a hill entit1ed '' An act to make further provision to
wards defraying the expenses_of the Civil Government of this Colony by raising 
certain duties," allowing the former bill to be set aside, in accordance with the 
suggestion of that honorable body. 

Ordered,-That Mr. Nugent and the Solicitor General do cotntnunicate the· 
said message to her Majesty's Council. 

A n1essage from Her l\!lajesty's Council. 

1'he Master in Chancery brought do\vn from her l\!Jajesty's Councii the follow .. 
ing written message : ; 

Mr. Speaker, 

f Her · i\1ajesty's Council request a conference 'vith House of .Assembly 
on the subject matter of the 'l'onnage Duty Bill, and have 
appointed conferrees to meet the managers from the _.t\.ssembly in the committeo 
room of the Council presently. 

Council Cha1nber; 
29th April, 1840. 

And then. the Messenger \vithdre\V. 

On motion of Mr. Nugent, seconded by I\·1r. Kent, 

JAMES SIMi\1~, 
Senior 1nember presiding. 

• 

Resolved,-That the conference requested by her Majesty'£ Council be agreed to. 

Orderetl,-That f\;Jr. Nugent and f\1r. Kent do go up to her l\1ajes
ty's Council and acquaint thcrn that this I-louse have acceded to the said confe
rence. 

\ 

Ordered,_;._ That l\ir. Nugent, Mr. Kent, l\1r. Butler and !\1r. ~1oore do ma• 
nage the said conference on the part of this house. 

And they \Vent to the conference, and being returned; 

Mr. Nugent reported that the managers had been at t.he Conference, and he 
read the report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, 
where it was again read as follo\vs : 

1-:ler l\1ajesty's Council have requested this conference \Vith the House of As-· 
sembly for the purpose of acquainting that house that it appears to the Council by 
the 1nessag-e \Vhich they have addressed to the Council this day in transrnitting 
the new bill for raising tonnage duties on vessels, that the House of Assembly 
J,ave misunderstood the instructions delivered by the conferrees of the Council at 
the last conference. 

The Council so far from '' allo\ving the former bill to be set aside," deem it in
{dispe1isably necessary that the first tonnage duty Bill having passed both. 
Houses be presented to the Governor for bis approval, when, on the ground of 
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its not containing the suspending clause required by· him, the Governor will no 
doubt refuse his assent to it. 

, Council Chamber, 
29th April, 1840. 

JAMES SIMMS, 
~enior Member presiding. 

J\. llESSAGE FROM H~R MAJESTY'S COUNCIL. 

The l\Jaster-in:.Ch~ncery brought down from her Majesty's Council the follow.;; 
ing written message-

.Mr. Speaker, 

. Her Majesty's Council have passed the bill sent up from the House of Assem~ 
bly, entitled "an Act to make further provision towards defraying the expenses 
" of the Civil Government of this Colony, by raising certain duties," without 
amendment. 

Council Chamber, 
29th A p1·il, 1840. 

And then the Messenger \vithdre\iv. 

J ~MES SIMMS, 
~enior Member presiding. 

l\tJr. Kent presented an address to his Excellency the Governor, \vhich he read 
in his place, and after\Yarcls delivered it in_at the Clerk's table, where it was again 
1·ead as follo\Ys :~ 

To his Excellency Henry Prescott, Esq., 
()onipanion of the Most Honorable 
J.l'lilitary Order of the Bath, Governor 
and C ommande1~-in-l)hief in and over 
the Island of 1Vewfoundland and it1 
De1)endencies, ~c. ~c. 

l\lay it please your Excellency,~ 

The House of Assembly request that your I~xcellency will please issue your war
tant for the payment of the sum of forty pounds to James Cuddihy to enable him 
to pay off a debt contracted for the repair of Water Street, and the King's Road, _ 
such sun1 having been omitted in the bill pas~ed by this House for the defrayal of 
claims on the4Board of l1oad Comrnissioners for the district of St. John's, and this 
House will, in their next Bill of Supply, indemnify your Excellency for the same. 

Resolved,--'I'hat the said address be adopted and engrossed. 
p 

Orde'red,-rfhat Ylr. Kent anti Mr. Nugent be a committee· to present the said 
address to his Excellency. 

Mr. Kent from the said con1mittee, reported that they had waited oil his Excel
lency the Governor, and presented the said address, when his Excellency was 
pleased to say he would comply with the prayer thereof. 

. A message from his Excellency the Governor, by Joseph Templen1an, Esq;, 
Usher of the Black Rod. · 

... 

' . 
Message from her Ma
jesty' s Council. 

Address to bis Excel .. 
lency presented & read 

' ( 

His Excellency's reply. 

Message froin his Exeel4" 
lency 
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iVJ i-. Speaker, 

His Excellency the Governor commands the attendance of this honorable f..I ouse 
in the Council Chamber irrimediately. 

House attendhis Excel- Mr. Speaker and the 1-Jouse attended his Excellency in the Council Chamber 
lency accordingly, vvhen his Excellency was pleased to give his assent to the several 

J3i1Is tollovving-viz. : 

/ 

.. 

His E.1.cellency•a speech 

. ' . ~ . 

1\n Act for granting to her lVlajesty certain duties on Goods, Wares, and Mer
chandize i1nported into this Colony and its Dependencies. 

An _.\ct to make fu1·ther provision to\vards defraying the expenses of the Civil 
Government of this Colony, by raising certain duties. 

An Act for granting to her ~1ajesty a sum of n1oney for defraying the expenses 
of the C.:ivil Government of this Colony, and for other purposes, for the year end
ing the 30th J unc, 1841 . 

An Act for granting to her Majesty certain supplies for the Civil Government of 
this Colony and other purposes .. 

An Act to defray certain expenses and outstanding claims on the B·oard of Road 
Commissioners in St. John's, and for other purposes . 

.. ~n Act to encourage the \Vhale Fishery in this Colony . 

An r\ ct to repeal an Act, entitled '' an A ct to tevest in the Treasury the sum of 
one thousand five hundred pounds, granted to her ~1ajesty under an Act passed in 
the first year of the reign of her present l\·1ajesty, and remaining unappropriated, 
and to re-appropriate the same for the purpose of facilitating a cotnmunication by 
steam bet\veen the port of St .. John's, and the port of 1-lalifax, in the province of 
Nova Scotia, and to make further provision for facilitating a communication by 
st~am bet\veen the said ports of St. ~ohn's and Halifax. 

An Act to continue an act passed in the fifth Session of the General i\ssemhly of 
this Is1anc1, entitled " an Act to cornbine the office of Clerk of the Central Circuit 
Court, and the office of Clerk of the Suprerne (~ourt, and to make provision for the. 
officer discharging the duties of the said offices.'' 

An t\ct to establish the r~es and costs chargeable in the several Police Offices· 
and Courts of Session in this Colony. 

,, And his Excellency gave his dissent to the follo\Vi(}g bill-viz. : 

An Act to rnake further provision to\vards defi·aying the expenses of the Civil 
Government of this (.''o]ony, by raising certain duties. 

His Excellency \Vas. then pleased to make the following Speech to both 
Houses:-

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen, ofthe (.)ouncil: 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlenien of the House of Assembly: 

.. I am happy in being now enabled to close a Session which has been ext~nded 
far beyond my expectation~ and the results of "'bich do not appear tQ be in corres
pondence with its duration . 
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I ·~viH f~ndea \"our to render ·tl1e inconvenience proceeding from the absence of a 
]-"and Bill as I ii5ht as r>ossible to the public; and I will, without delay, request such 
instructior1s fro111 l1er Majesty's Government as may remove all doubts and difficul
ties on t~1is subject, and probably preve11t the necessity of a suspending clause be~ 
-~ng attached to a future act. 

i l1r. S1,eake1 .. , and Ge1itlemen of the House of Assembly: 

111 the name of her i\lJajesty I return thanks for the supplies, which shall be care
fi11Jy and econor11ically· administered. 

It \Vou1<1 have lleen a source of much gratification to me had the Appropriation 
Act been accon1panied l>y bills for defraying the Contingent Expenses of the Le. 
gislature for the last and present Sessions. 

A caltn and dispassionate reference to the despatches which I have lately had 
the honor to lay before you, \Viii, I trust, on your next meeting, induce your re• 
consideration of this important rnatter. 

,.1,hc additional duties imposed l>y the present Revenue Bill; appear to me judi
cious, and essentially requisite to the future improvement of the Colony in many 
inte-resting particulars. 

JJfr. President, a1zd Honorable Gentlemen of the Coundl: 

1lfr. S1Jeaket, a1id Gentletnen of the House of ... 4ssembly .• 

~.\ bountiful reward l1as tl1is season cro\vncd the hazardous toils of our hardy and 
adventurous Sealers. l.~et us hope tl1at in our other great yearly operation about 
to comr11ence, we may l1a ve equal cat1se for gratitt1de ! 

For the ft1ll enjoyme11t of our l1lessings, it should be our great study to restore 
general harmony and good-,vill, '' to allow by-gone differer1ces to pass into obli
vion''-to practice '' forbeal·ance''-and ''by rnutual concessions, in matters where 
such 1nutua1 concessions ate practicable, without the sacrifice of any constitu• 
tional J.>rinciple,'' to ain-i at concord a11d peace. 

After wl1ich the Senior Member presiding, said--

Honorable Gentlemen and Gentleme1i, 

It is His Excellency tl1e Governor's will and pleasure that this General Assem• 
bly be prorogued until Saturday, the first day of August next : and this General 
Assembly is acco•·dingly prorogued until Saturday, the first day of August next. 
then and here to be holden. 

ROBERT ,R. WAKEHAM, Clerk 

- _ ___ ....... . .. __..... .. _______ .._ ...... ..___ 

END OF THE FIF'fB SESSION. 

• 
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ACADEMY-Bill tO establish, see bills No. 27. 

Addresse.s-to her Majes.ty, 8, 52. 
: . - -To l1is Excellency the Governor~ . 

In .answer to his Excellency's Speech at the opening of the Session, 8, 9, 
10, presented 14, reply, ibid. 

On tenantry of Crown Lands, 8, 15, presented 18, reply ibid. 
On the Hospital Act, 18, 32, presented 41, reply ibid. 
Praying for certain opinion fron1 the Attorney and Solicitor General, 38, 

prese11ted 47, reply, ibid. 
For Esti1nates, 48, presented, 54, reply, ibid. 
For certain statements from tl1e Treasury, 49, presented 54, reply, 55. 
For copy of Treasurer's Bond, 50, 58, presented, 61, reply, ibid. 
011 tl1e refusal of the Council to perinit their Journals to be searched, 65, 

66 d ~ CJ I . ~ . d , presente , 1-, rep y, 1b1 . 

For Customs Returns, 69, 70, presented 73, reply, ibid. 
Ditto, <litto, 97, 99, 101, 105, presented, 107, reply, ibid. 
For returns of Fines and Pe11alties, 71, 73, 97, prese11ted, 111, reply ibid. 
To request. he \vould issue his Warrant for the relief of_the Poor, 75, pre-

sented 78, reply, ibid. , 
For a state111ent of. tl1e expenditure of f.5000, gra11ted by the Home Govern-

ment, 7 5, 79, presented, 83, reply, ibid. .. 
For certain depositions, taken before the Magis'"rates_, 93, presented· 97, 

repl~; ,ibid . .. 
In reference t,o Judge Brento11 · s application, lOL.11, 105;· l 11, l 89, present-

ecl, 207, reply, ibid. . 
On the subject of ~auper clai1ns, Ill, presented, 116, reply, ibid. 
On the subject of certain Returl1s, transmitted by hin1, 112. . 
For staten1ent of the appropriatio11 of Customs d11ties, l 1 S, 117, prese11ted, 

124, reply, ibid. . 
For aretur11 of Fines in the CnRton1s Department, J13, 117, prese11ted, 

124, reply, ibid. . . . 
For correspondence 1vith the Treasu.ry on the probable loss to arise fron1 

i1nporta.tion of Spirits, the produce of cot111tries \vithi11 tl1e limits of the 
East India Co1npany's Charter, 113, 118, presented, 124, reply, ibid. 

011 the Petitio11 of Thomas 'l~obin, 114, :gresented, 124, reply, ibid. 
To discharge Pauper cl~i111s, 122, presented, 125, reply, ibid. . 
F.or Fines; received i11 • the N orther11 Circ1tit. Court:, 125., 126, prese11ted ; 

12fl, rcpJy, ibid : 
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·Addresses-to his Excellency the Governor- , 
For the statistical retur11 of the exp·~11ditt1re ·of Road Money, i33, 135, pre-

sented, 140, reply, ibid. 
For certain correspondence \Vith her Majesty's Gover11ment, 136, 141,pre
.. sented, 147, reply, ibid. 
For a state1nent of the Grant to the British North America School Socie

ty' 142. 
For copy of tl1e Blue Book, 145, 147, presented, 157, reply, ibid .. 
F?r a copy of tl1e Report of the B?~rd of Education of Conception Bay, 

,. 149, 152, presented, 157, reply, 1b1d. 
In ans\ver to his Excellency's message respecting the Supply Bill, 156, 158 

166, presented, 173, reply, ibid, J 88, 189. 
On the subject of a Despatch fron1. the Secretary of State relative to the 

Acts passed in 1838, 162. 
In ans"\\1 er to l1is Excellency's 1nessage respecti11g Criminal Code, 171, pre~ 

sented 190, reply, ibid. 
Transmitting a copy of the report of the Committee on Fin~es ·and Forfei

tures, 184. 
Praying l1i1n to defray tl1e amount of the Co11tingency Bills, 192, presented 

206, reply, ibid. . 
Reqt1esting l1in1 to borro'v money .for the pt1blic service sl1ould he require 

it, 197, prese11ted 207, reply, ibid. , 
Requesting him to pay off certain claims on Roa·d C·ommissioners, 211, 

. presented, ibid, reply, ibid. 
Appropriation-.Bills of, see Bills No. 31 and 36. 
Archibald Mr.-Resignation of his office of Clerl{, 5. 

l\lcmorial of, 25 . 
.i\ssen1bly meet, 5. 
Audit-Com1nittee of, s~ee Con1mittees. 
Ayre Christopl1e1·: a11d others, petitio11 of, ~ee petitions. 

TI 
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iBILLS-N o. 1.-1.~o regulate tl1e ~l'isposal of C1'0,v11 L~ands, 9, 64, --B5, 76., -~7., 80, 
82, 83, 86, 102. 

2.-To regulate slides and sleighs i11 St. Joh11's, 9. 
3.-To repeal sean1en's relief Act, 12, 71, 73, 75, 93, 98. 
4.-To regulate Juries in this .colony, 15, 90, ,91, 96, 100, 103, 158, 177 

179, 187. I 

5.-To regulate the office ·of Sheriff, 15, 100, 102, 107, 112. 
6.-For ·supplying St. John's \Vith \Vater, 15. 
7.-To Incorporate the town of St. John's, 15. 
8.-To provide for the Poor, 20, 21, 41, 42, 75. 76, 77, 79,-G . . A. 85. 
9.-To provide for the contingencies of the last session, 32, 34. 

10.-Making and repairing roads and bridges, 46, 48, 53, 55, 57, 60, 65. 
·11.-For the regulation of pe1•sons engaged i11 the seal fishery, 46. 
12.-To·raise a loan for roads and bridges, 50, 57. 
13.-rro continue .i\ct 5 W. 4,-61, 62, 68, 72,, 88~G. A. 212 .. 

-~14.-To facilitate steam communication with · Great Britain, 67, 80, 82, 
89,-G. A. 212 . 

15.-To provide for the better conducting the fisheries, 67, 69, 70, 91. 
16.-To repeal in part Nuisance Act, 68., 69, 70, 74. , 
17 .-To provide for the B~unty on ships, 83, 90, 92, 93, 95, 98. 
·18.-To establish a Grammar School in Carbonear, 87, 93, 94, 96 .. 
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BILLS.~No. 19.-To encourage the whale fishery, 87, 96, 103, 129, 135, 179, 
G. A. 212. 

. .,_ ..... 

20.--:..To prevent fraud in the sale of certain articles, 88, 90, 92, 95 
2I~·For the decision of differences between: masters and servants, 90·, 

92, 100, 106, 136. 140. 
22-To regulate the returns of public offices, 90, 92, 94, 95. 
23--rf o repeal registration act, 96, 106, 112, 120. .,_ 
24--To declare vacant the seats of members in certain cases, 91, 94, 

96, 101. 
25___..;For the greater protection of the revenue, 94, 102, 120, 135, 136. 
26-To provide for the administration of Justice and the collection of 

the Revenue at Labrador, 94, 99, 109, 127, 128, 180. 
27-To establish an academy, 97, 100, 101, 104, 108. 
28-To establish a poor house in St. John's, 99, 102. 121, 126. 
29-To regtilate the police department, 99. 
30-To regulate the fees in the Police offices, 101, 102, 108, 154, 195, 

196, 203. . 
31-- Of appropriation, 145, 147, I 50, 164, 165, 175, 181, 18S, G.A. 212 
32-To provide for the contingencjes, 158, 164, 165, 1fi8, 188. 
33--Granting to her Majesty certain dt1ties, 161, 165, l 68 200, G.A.212 
Sf-To defray certain outstanding claims on the road Commissioners, 

I 7 0, I 7 4, 1 7 5, 19 5, 196, I 98, G. A . 2 12. 
35___.:To defray the expense of the Sheriff's office, 174. 
36~To provide for further appropriation, 200, 201, 209, 211, G.A.219 

. .. 37-For granting certain further duties, 201, G. A. 212 
Blaikie' Saral1, petitio11 of, see Petitions. 
Board of Education, St. John's, Rules of, 27. 
Bounty on Ships, see llills No. 17. 
Brenton J t1dge, mernorial of, 24. 
Bro\vn l ... uk~e, petition of, see petitions. 

c 
· CLER!{ appointed, 7. 

Clerk of the ·Peace at IIarbor Grace, Letter from, 22, 
Co1nmittees of the whole House,-On Privilege, 7, Report ibid, 17, 34, Report ibid. 

114, Report ibid. 
On Supply, 124, 1~8, 129, 130, Report ibid, 137, Report ibid. 
On Rouds and Bridges, 8, 12, Report ibid. IS, 53. 
On Contingencies, 8, 32, Report, ibid. 
011 Ways and l\'.Ieans, i 42, Report, ibid. l 59, Report, ibid. 
On Poor Bill, 21.. 
On Cro\VD Lands, 32, Report; ibid. . 
On the state of the Colony, 163, Report, ibid. 
Select, on Audit, 18, Report, 185. 
To search the Journals of Her Majesty;s Council, 50, 88, 89, 123-Report 

12;;, 136. 
On a petition respecting the Whale fishery, 60, Report 85. 
On Steam Navigation, 68, 79. 

~----- To enquire into tl1e conduct of the Magistrates in reference to the search- · 
ing of the house of Mr. John Delany, 7 4. 

----·- To investigate and report upon the returns of fines and forfeitures, 148, · 
151 , Report 181. . . · 

To correspond \Vith Her Majesty's Government during recess, 202. 
Coughlan John and otl1ers, petition of, see petitions. 

• 
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Coyle Thomas and others, petition of, see petitions~ 
·Collins Luke, petition of, see petitions.. / 

·Collector of Customs, letter of, 22. 
Commissioners of Education, memorial from, 22. 

Of Light Houses, Report of, 22. 
Of Roads from Ferryland to Aquafort, 22. 

·Court House Buildings, report of Mr. Kough upon, 22. _ 
~ontingencies, Bills to provide for, see bills No. 9 and 32. 

··Chancey Thomas and others, petition of, see petitions. 
«Crown Lands, address to his Excellency respecting,, S. 

I -

I 

Bill.to regulate the disposal of, .9. 

D 
DALTON- Charles and others, petition of, see petitions. 
Devereaux Michael and others, petitio11 of, see petitions. 
Des Barres A. W. and otl1ers, petition of, see petitions. 
Delegation Committee, report of, 19. 
Dela11ey ;L\'lichael and. others, petition of, see petitions .. 
Dillon Matthew, petition of, see petitions. 
Doyle Jam es and· others, petition of, see petitio11s . 
. Doyle Luke .and others, petitio.n of, see petitions. 

E 
EDUCATION-Petition from Board of, see petitions-c 
Emerson G. H., petition of, see petitions. 

. 
\ \ 
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-

FISHERIES-Bill to provide for the regulati11g of, see Bills, No. l5. 
Fleming Patric!{ and others, petition of, see petitions. 
Flood John, petition of, see petitions. 
Fraud in the sale of certain articles, bill to prevent, see hills, No. 20. 
Funcheon John and others, petition ,of, see petitions. 

G 
·GLEN and Harvey and others, petition of, see petitions. 
Governor's speech at tl1e opening of the session, 6 .. 
------at the close, 212. 
Goff R. N. and others, petition of, see petitions. 
Gr?nd J urie_s, presentments fr:nm, 22. 
Griffin Daniel an~ others, petition of, see petitions. 
Grieve Walter and otl1ers, petition of, see petitions. 
Ditto, ditto, ditto. . 
Grammar School in C·arhonear, bill to establish, see bill, No, lS. 

, 
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HIPPESLEY George, petition of, see petitions. 
Hospital Act, address to his Excellency upon, see addresses. 
House of Assembly adjourns for want of a quorum, 47. 
Hogan Timothy and others, petition of, see petitions .. 
Houlton Thomas, petition of, see petitions. 
Hudson John and others, petition of, see petitions. _, 

J 
JACOBS John and others, petition of, see petitions. 
Indigent Sick Society, petition of, see petitions. 
Juries, bill to regulate, see bills, No. 4. 

K 
KELLY John and otl1ers, petition of, see petitions. 

L I 

" 

LABRADOR-bill to provide for the administration of Justice, &c. see bills, 'No.26. 
Leary Patrick and others, petition of, see petitions. · . 
Letters from the Colonial Secretary, acquainting the House of Mr. Archibald's, resig-

11ation, 5. 
Informing the House ofhis Excellency's intention to close the Legislature, 196. 
Intimating his Excellency's inability to recognize the committee of correspon

dence, 205. 

M 
MEETING of the Assembly, 5. 
l\'lessage from his Excellency the Governor, requiring the attendance of the House, 5, 

85, 212. 
Transmitting documents, 16, 22, 36, 55, 63, 118, 146. 

Claims of Paupers, 104, 109. 
Blue Book, 118. 
Despatcl1 respecting Colonial Act, 118. 

From her l\'lajesty's Council requesting conferences, 38, 168, 191, 202, 204, 
\ 207' 210. 

Acceding to conferences, 191, 192, 198, 199, 208. 
rrransn1itting bills 'vith amendme11ts, 40, 49, 122, 169, 187' 188, 195, 200, 205 .. 

Withot1t ame11dments, 81, 88, 109, 158, 159, 188, 198, 201, 203, 211. 
'l~o her Majesty's Council requesting co11ferences, 45, 84. 
From her Majesty's Council, transn1itti11g resolution respecting steam naviga-

tion, 71. 
For information on certain items in the road bill, 99. 
Transmitting their contingencies, 162. 
Transmitting information on the tonnage duty bill, 205. __ 

Masters and Servants, bill to decide differences between, see bills, No. 21. 
Members of the Asse1nbly, bill to declare vacant their seats, see bills, No. 24r 
Magistrate, at Brigus, letter from, 23. 
Mackin Denis and others, petition of, see petitions. 
Madden Luke and others,. petition of, see petitions ... 
Martin William, petition of, see petitions. 
McCarthy Felix and others, petition of, see petitions .. 
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I\'lorrissey l\".!ary aI1d others, petition of, see petitions. 
l\llorris Patrick:, petition of, see petitions. 
Morris l'llatthe·\v and others, petition of see petitions. ~ 
i\iessage fro111 l1is Excellency i11 refere11ce to the tei·minatio11 of the Session, 119. 

Trans1nitting col~respo11dence of Iload Comn1issioners and petiiion of Mary 
Power of Harbor Grace, 150. · 

On the subject of certain ite111s in the supply bill, 152. 
rrransn1it.ting docun1ents froin the S_ecretary of State, 156. . -
-Suggesting the appointrnent of a comn1ittee to prepare a Criminal Code, 167. 

N r 

... 

NUISANCE Act, Bill to repeal in part, see Bills N~o. 16. 
Nugent John \ T ... letter fro1n, resigni11g his office as Solicitor, 190. 

• 
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PACK, Stephen 0. petitio11 of, see petitions. 
~arsons Stephen and others, petition of, see peti,tions. 
Parsons R. J. petition of, see petitions. · • 

Pendergast, John, do. do. . 
RETITIONS respecting roads-

( . 
From John P11rcell and otl1ers 9 
James Doyle an<l others 14 
Michael Delaney a11d others, ·15 
Patrick Tobin and others 16 
Thos. Coyle and otl1ers, 19 . 
Da11iel Gl'iffin and others, 19 
James ~ierney and o~hers 22 

· P. Morris and others 34 ~ 

-..... 

... ,\. ,V. DesBarres and others, 37 
_Patrick Ryan and others 37 
Thos. Willia1ns, 18 
Luke Collins 22 -
Luke Bro,vn, 41 
Walter Grieve and others 59 
Thomas Houlton, 74 
John Rotchford, 148 
G. H. Emerson 157 
\V. ~lartin 78 , 
S. 0. Pacl{ and others 87 
W. E. Taylor 108 · 

Petitions--
l1rom B .. Squires aJ1(l others 9 
P. Fleming and others, i4 
John Kelley and otl1ers 16 
.John Cougl1lan and others 17 
D. S. Ward and others, 19 
1V. V okey and others, 21 
Matthew Dillon 34 

J C. Ayre and others 34 
Walter Grieve and others 37 
D. Ryan and others, 13. -
~iary Morrissey 20 
George Hippesley 23 
R. Lee Whiting 55 
R. N. Goff and others, 62 
Charles Dalton and others, lc!S. 
Itiary Po\ver, 150 
M. Stevenson 78. 
M. Devereux and others 8(} 
Thomas Tobin 105--
Sarah Blaikie 116: 

. \ 

Indigent Sick Societ~y, 134 
Board of Education 134 
To I-I. M. Gov. on Steam Nav. SO 
Matthew Morris and others, 501 

Denis l\1ackin and others, 51 

Comttee of St. John's Fa~tory 134 
Glen & Harvey and others 140 

. l·ngram St1tclitfan·tl others, 51 "' 
John Jacobs and others, 57 
Patrick Leary a11d others, 112 · 
~tephen Parson and otl.iers, 62 
Thos: Chancey and others, 62 · .. .. 

D. S. 'Vard and others 47 -
\ 

John Flood and others 51 
Luke Dov le and others, 5 Ir-<"' 

Luke Madden and others, 57 . 
· John Thomson and others, 106 

Timothy Hogan and others, 62 -
John Hudson and others 62 
M_.M Tricket ana others, 68 . . 

• 
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PETITIONS respecting roads- Petitions--
Felix M'Carthy and others 68 ,. D. Scott and others, 69 . .. 
Samuel Short and others 73 - J. Prendergast and othersj 76: 
R. J. Parsons and others, 78 . . M. Funchin and others, 82. 

Poor Committee, report of, 20. Poor House, Bill to establish, see Bills No· . .28. 
Police Departme11t, Bill to regulate, see Bills No. 29. 
Police offices, bill to regulate the fees of, see bills No. 30. . 
Po,ver J\'Iary, petition of , see petitions. Purcell John and others, do. do~ 
Privilege, Comrnittee on, 7, 17. 

R 
RE:POR T of Delegation Comn1issio11ers, 19. 

of Poor Committee, 20. on Contingencies, 32 
Registration of Voters, accou11ts connected with, 30. 

Act, Bill to repeal-see Bills No. 23. . 
Returns of Public Offices, Bill to regulate-see Bills No. 22_. . 
Revenue-Bill to provide for the greater protection of, see Bills No. !5.

-Bill for providing, see Bills No. 33. 
Roads and Bridges, Committee on, 8, 12, 20. . . . 

Report of Com1nissioners for St. John1s, 90. 
1
• : 

Bill to provide for the making and repairing of--..see Bills No. 10.· 
Road Commissio11ers St. John's, bill to defray their outstanding claims, see b~lls No. 3' . s 
SCO,.rT Daniel and others , petition of-see petitions. 
Seamen's Relief Act1 bill to repeal-see bills No. 3. 
Seal Fishery, bill to regulate persons engaged in-see bills No. 11. 
Sheriff-Bill to regulate the office of--see bills No. 5. 

-Bill to defray the expense of his office, see bills No. 35.i 
Short Samuel and others, petition of--see petitions. 
Solicitor of the House, Letter from, resigning his office, 190 .. 
Squires Benjamin and others, petition of-see petitions .. 
St. John's, bill to supply it with water-see bills No. 6. 

bill to Incorporate it- see bills No 7. 
Factory, petition of Committee of- see petition•. 

Stevenson l\fatthew, petition of ~see petitions. . 
Stea·m Navigatio11, bill to promote-see bills No. 141. 

Select Committee on, 68. . 
Supply, Comn1ittee on-see committees and bills. 
Sutcliff Ingram and others, petition of- . see petitions. , T 
TAYLOR William E··., peti.tio11 of- see petitions. 
Thomson Jo·hn, petition of-see petitions. , . 

. Tobin Patrick and others, petition of-see petitions . 

~ 

Tobin Thomas, petition of-see petitions. 
Treacey James a11d others, petition of- see petitions.· 
Trickett John and others, petition of ~see petitio-ns ~ . / v 
VOl{EY William and others, petition of-see· petitions:· 

w 
W A~EH.L\.M R. ll. appointed Clerk, 7. . 
Ward D. S. and others, petition of--see petitions. 
Ways and Mearis-see committees and bills. · 
Whiting R. Lee, petition of-see petitions. . . . 
Whale Fishery, bill to encourage-see bills No. 19:· 
Williams Thomas, petition of- see petitions.· 
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ESTIMATE 
of the charge of defraying the public expenditure of Newfoundland, for the year ending the 

30th day of June, 1841. 

~a cu a szaa **'''¥¥-S•Ss:z- •-§HM m• MS'* w 

'"TEN THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED AND Tl-JIRTY FOUR POUNDS STG • . 

Proposed distribution of the above sun1 of£ Io, 134, for the service of the year 1840-41. 

~-----~--------,------t•-·---.---.-....-
~;nFFM*&WWMi'* swua:nm1u1 ... 55 r.na, !~AC!P*"h'*' •weeeoe aw 

Salarv of the Clerk of the Council 
.; 

, 'fwo Clerks in the Secretary's Office 
Office Keeper, do. . 

· l\1 essenger, do . 
Colonial Treasurer 
Clerk of N. C. Court . 
----S. C. Court 
Crier and Tipstaff • 

• 

Gaoler, (St. John's) · . 
T\vo Police J\lagistrates do. 
Cieri\: of the Peace, <lo. . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chief Constable, do. . • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Six Police Constables, <lo. . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Stipendiary Magistrates in the Outporls . 
Clerks of Peace, Gaolers, and (.1onstablcs do. 
Gaol Surgeon, (St. John.,s) . . 
Gaol Barber do. . . 
Gaol Surgeon at llarbor Grace . 
To defray the Attorney General's Fees 

So!icitor General's do 
Pe11sion of John Bucl{inghan1 Esq. . . 

• 

Salary of Clerk of Supren1e and Central Courts . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 
lVIISCELLANEO US. 

Printing, Advertizing, and Stationery 
Civil and Criminal Prosecutions 
Gaol Expenses . . 
Coroners Accounts . • 
Fue] and Light . . 
Post.ages and other Incidentals 
Expenses of the Circuits . 

• 

Firing Fog Guns . . 
Repairs of Court Houses, Gaols, &c. 
U nforseen Contingencies . . 
rf o continue the Geological Survey 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

-
200 0 0 

400 0 0 

60 0 0 

60 0 0 

400 0 0 

200 0 0 

200 0 0 

60 0 0 

50 0 0 

600 0 0 

120 0 0 

80 0 0 

270 0 0 

1410 0 0 l as per detail 1174 0 0 

40 0 0 

15 0 0 

20 0 0 

250 0 0 

• 200 0 0 

60 0 0 

• 
-

5,864 0 

• 450 0 0 

500 0 0 

800 0 0 

150 0 0 

200 0 0 

120 0 0 

600 0 0 

250 0 0 

100 0 0 

500 0 0 

600 0 0 

4,270 0 
.. 

'"f otal •• I0,184 0 

0 

0 

0 

N. B.-By an existing act of the Legislature, tlie sum of £2,100 is appropriated for the 
purposes ofEducation. 

\ 

• 
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D ET£'\ I l.J of Salaries an<l A ilo\vances to Stipendiary Magistrates, Clerks of the Peace, 
Gaolers and Constables, at the undermentioned Out-J>orts. 

OUT-PORTS. i\Iagistrates. 

liurbor Grace ....••...... 
(~arbonear .....•.......... 
ilrigus and Port de Grave 
llay de Verds ......•....... 
Harbor l\f ain ........... . 
Cats Cove ................. . 
'V cs tern Bay . . . . . . ...... . 
South S l1ore .•....•••.. ...... 

£150 
120 
120 

• • • • 

•••• 

• • • • 
•••• 

•••• 

F er19 y land . . . . . . . • • . • • . . . . . . 100 
Bay Bulls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
1""oads Cove ................... . 
(~ape Broy le .......•.....•.. 
c~plin Bay ............... . 

-
• • 

. .l\ (i uafort. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. 
"'!':. 
l~ crn1euse ................. . 
Placentia 
Barren Islands 
l\'Ierasheen 
Little Placentia 
Burin 
St. Lawrence 
t.an1aline 
'"I, re passe y 
St. Mary's 
If arbor Britain 
Grand Bank 
frinity 
Catalina 

/ 

Bona vista 
Greenspond 
Twillingat.e & Fogo 
Exploits Bay 
Brigus (south) 
Witless Bay 
Petty Harbor 
Perlican 
Hearts Content 
Hants Harbor ' 
New Harbor 
Rene\vse 
Portugal Cove 

· Torbay 

• • 

JOO 

-
100 
-

100 
100 
100 
120 
-

100 
-

100 
-

-
-

·-
-
-

• • 

• • -
Total. . . . .. . . . . . £1410 

• 

Clerks of 
the Peace 

£50 
• • 

20 
• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

. . 
20 

-
-

• • 

• • 

20 
• • 

-
-
20 
• • 

••• 

--
20 
-
20 
--
20 
-
20 

-
-
-
-
-
-

w • 

• • 

• • 

£210 

Recapitulation-
13 Stipendiary Magistrates 

9 Clerks of the Peace 
al Constables . 
' 5 Gaolers . 

Constables. 
No. SalarT. 
·3 £85 
3 75 
2 50 
1 12 
I 12 
l 12 
I 12 
I 12 
I 12 
I 12 
1 12 
1 12 
I 12 
I 12 
1 12 
1 25 
1 12 
I J2 
I 12 
1 25 
I 12 
I 12 
I 12 

, 1 25 

£1410 
210 
814 
150 

J 12 
1 12 

I 

I 25 
I 24 
2 25 
I 12 
3 49 
1 12 
I 12 
I 12 
. I ' 20 
I 12 
1 12 
1 12 
I 12 
I 12 
I 20 
I 18 

£814 

£2584 I 

Gaolers. 
£50 

• • 
• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

25 
-
-
-

25 

• • 

-
25 

--
-
-
25 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
---
--

£Ia0 

Total. 
£335 

195 
190 

12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

157 
112 

12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

170 
12 
12 
12 

l 7() 

12 
12 
12 

125 
132 
112 

. 190 
24 

145 
12 

169 
12 
12 
12 
20 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
20 
18 

£2584 
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STATEMENT of services for which no provision, or an inadequate one, was made in 
<L..\ppropriation Bill for the year ending 30th June, 1840. 

the 

Service. Amt. Amt. A1nt. of 
provided. already pai<l. claims presented. 

Probable sum 
.required. 

Civil & Criminal Prosecutions £350 
Gaol Expenses . . 4,50 
Repairs- of Court llouses &c. 

£349 9 3 
433 15 I 

£40 0 2 

25 5 9 

£150 0 0 
400 0 0 
100 0 0 

Circuits.w: . 500 671 2 10 

. * Surplus paid from " Unforeseen Contingencies.'' 

• 
flfd* P AWRWWC!WWW'&WWWWJW A> *MD LLL&Li 

-~~-----~---------------"'"'-----

TREASURY ACCOUNTS. 

DR. 
STATEN] ENT sheuring the a1nount of l\'Ionies in the Treasury on the 31st January, 1840. 

Balance in han<l on the lst January, 1840 . .. £8573 11 1 

CR. 
An1ount since pai<l under the fo1Jo,ving heads-

Salaries . 
Outstanding V otcs 
Prosecutions 
Gaol expenses 

• 

Printing and Stationery 
llostages, &c. 
L'oroners . 
Light Houses . 
Road and Bridge Loans 
Road and Bridge interest 

• 

• 

Balance in hand 

... 

• 

• 

' 

1527 5 0 
1090 18 0 

89 17 10 
251 17 2 
50 17 5 
17 14 9 
72 6 2 

325 10 10 
925 0 0 
76 10 0 

4145 13 11 

. ' 
' ~ . ...-. ... : i 

£8573 11 I 
-------

.NEWM;;JN JJ7: HOYLES, 

Treasurer. 
I 

, 



1839. . 
July 5. 
Aug 5 

1839. 
Aug. 23. 
Sept. 30. 

Oct 30. 
Nov 20 
Deo 31 

I 

DR 

l.4!GI-lT HOUSE--C~ape Spear. 

DR. 
Balance fron1 last year .•. a •• 

~avings Bank, interest on £310 Ss 8d for 6 n1onths to 30th June 
I\.eeper's salary qr. ended 1st instant (62) 
Do. ailo\vance of fuel for past year to 3d inst. (63) 
Pilots Fund, 6 inonths interest on £100 to 30th June 
J\ndre\V I-lannon, interest on 5001 for 6 1nonlhs to 30th June 

, 

·Light Dues collected at Caruonear qr. ended 1st instant 
Do. Ferryland, year ended 5th JuJy 
()o. Trinity, to sarne date 
Do. Brig·us to do. 
1\n1ount collected at St. Jol1n's qr ended 30th ult. 
Do. 'l'ri nit.y for ditto 
Ditto Ferryland to the 18th Octobet· 

Amount to Balance 

l-4IGl-I~r-HOUSE-Fort .A.mherst. 

2399 7 3 
9 6 3 

23 15 0 
15 0 0 

3 0 0 
15 0 0 

--
2465 8 6 

12 ·12 ·5 
3 13 11 
4 1 9 10 
3 \ 6 3 

62 3 2 
5 6 4 
I 12 3 

2372 4 4 

£2465 8 6 

CR 
Aug 5, 1839 Keeper's salary, qr ended 

5th instant (63) 11 5 0 
July I Balance from old books 342 7 5 
Oct 30 Light dues collected at 

Amt to balance 361 14 1 St John's qr ended 30th ult. 30 11 8 
-----

372 19 1 372 19 l 

I.lIGFIT-lJOUSE-1-iarbor Grace. 

DR 
1839 BJnce fro1n old Books 3003 17 4 
July 5 Savings Bank, interest 

on IOOOl for 6 rnonths 
to 30th June 30 0 @ 

9 .. Keepers salary qr. end-
ed 30th June (221) 23 15 0 

15 W. B. Row~ interest on 
I 

200l for 6 1no. to June 30 6 0 0 
19 J 'ames Cro\vdy 300l" 9 0 0 

\V. Bullocli 300l " 9 0 0 
24 George Crane 700l" 21 0 0 

3102 12 4 

CR 
July 16 Li~ht.:.dues-collected 

at Carbonear in the year 
ended 1st instant 48 18 8 

Sep 30 Do. Brigus for qr en-
ded same date I~ 12 0 

-----

Amount to balance 3041 l 8 

3102 12 4 



, 

APPENDIX. 1. 

SALARIES .. 
1839. 

Oct. !4 Undermentioned salaries for the qr. ended 30th ult. 
J. Crowdy, Clerk: of the Council .... • • 60 0 0 

J. Templeman, Clerk in Secretary's O~ce • • 50 0 0 

C. Ayre, ,, 
" " 50 0 0 • • • 

J. Howson, Messenger • • • • 15 0 0 

V. Born, Office Keeper • • • • 15 0 0 

John Stark, Clerk N. C. Court • • • 60 0 0 

George Simms, " s. " 50 0 0 • • • • 
Jarnes Lam bard, Crier of Supreme Court • • 15 0 0 

Richard Perchard, Gaoler, St. John's ( 1) • • 12 lo 0 

N. W. Hoyles, Treasurer \ 100 • • • 0 (J 

P. W. (,,arter, Police l\lagistrate • • • 75 0 0 

Charles Simn1s ' .. 75 0 0 • • • • 
Jan1es Finlay, Chief Constable • • • 20 0 0 

John Toor, Petty Constable • • • 11 /j 0 

John ~]'Lennan, ,, 11 5 0 • • • • 
\Villian1 Heaney, '' II 5 0 • • • • 
Thomas Hughes, " 11 5 0 • • • • 

"fhomas Morton, " Jl 5 0 • • • • 
John! Downey, " 11 5 0 • • • • 
James Sin1ms, Attorney General • • • 62 10 0 .. 
H. A. Emerson, Solicitor ,, (2) • • • 60 0 0 

Thomas Danson, 1\·1agistrate H. Grace • • 37 lo 0 

James Power, . " Carbonear 30 0 0 • • • 

Robert J. Pinsent " Brigus 30 0 0 • • 

John L. M 'Kie, ,, Bay Bulls 25 0 0 • • • 
l{obert Carter. ,, 

Ferry land 25 0 0 • • 
F. L. Bradshalv, " Placentia 25 0 0 • • • 

\Vm. Hooper, " Burin 25 0 0 • • 
Josiah BJacl{burn, " St. Mary's 25 0 0 • • • 
l"homas E. Gaden, " H. Britain (3) 25 0 0 • • 
B. Sweetland, ,, Trinity 30 0 0 • • • 

'" nl.. Evans, " Grand Bank 25 0 0 • • 
Wn1. S\veetland ,, 

Bona vista 25 
. 

• • • 0 0 

John Peyton, " Fogo (3) . 2f> 0 0 • • 
A. Hogsett, Clerk of the Peace St. John's • • 30 0 0 

A. Mayne. ,, 
1-Jarbor Grace 12 lo 0 • • 

Wm. ~tentaford, ,, 
Brig us a 0 0 • • • 

Robt. Bayley, '' Trinity 5 0 0 • • 
Thomas Gaylor, '' Botlavista 5 0 0 • • • 
H. G. Clow, '' Ferry land a 0 0 • • 
Luke Collins, '' Placentia 5 0 0 • • • 
Luke Doyle, Constable Petty l-Jarbour 5 0 0 

Patrick <~oghlan '' Portugal Co\'e 5 0 0 

Michael CulJen, " Torbay ( 4) 40 lo 0 

John Currie, Gaoler Harbor Grace 12 lo 0 
' John Sharp, Chief Constable do. 8 15 0 

John Martin, Petty do. do. 6 5 0 

John Connell, do. do. 6 5 0 

Carried forward •• £1261 15 O 
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• 

Brought for\vard .. £ 1261· 15 0 

Oct 22 

Benjamin Ro,v, Petty Constable Carbonear 
J; Barnes, do. do. 
S. Run1son, do. do. 
Thomas Butler, do. Brigus 
Johr1 Bowes, do. Port de Grave 
James Norris do. Bay de Veras 
Wm. Mullo\vney, do. 1-larbor l\1ain 
Robert Connell do. Cats Cove 
Edward Janes do. Western Bay 
Wn1. Srnith, do. South Shore (5) 
Francis Geary, Gaoler Ferryland 
R. Sullivan, (~onstable do. 
1\!J. Coady, do. Bay Bulls 
Stephen Gatherall, do. ,_roads Cove 
Henry Currier, do. Cape Broyle 
Michael PoV\rer, do, Caplin Hay 

.. Thomas Payne, do. Aquafort 
Wm 1,reanor, do. Furmeuse 
Edward Po,ver, do. Brigus South (6) 
1\'1 ichael Jackrnan, do. Renewse 
Wm, Dunn, do. \Vitless Bay (6) 
Lul{e Collins, Gaoler PlacGntia 
Ed\vard Glynn, do. Burin . 
Luke Furlong, constable Placentia 

, Patrick Grant, do. Little Placentia 
· Joh11 lVJoran do. Barren Islands 

John Clarke, do Merasheen 
'V m. Burke, do St. Mary's 
George Fulton, do. 'frepassey 
Wm. Butler, do. Burin 

do. St. Lawrence 
Jas. Cruse, do. Lamaline 
George l~or\vard, do. Grand Bank 
Jas. Frood, do. Harbor Britain (7) 
Charles Granger, gaoler rfrinity 
Richard Anderson, constable do. 
John l\lurphy, do. Catalina 
J. Collins, do. Perlican 
Charles Randall do. flearts Content 
Thomas George do. New Harbor 
Martin Adv, do. Hants Harbo1 

~ . 
Williatn Fennell, do. Bona vista 
R. Smith, do. Greenspond 
James Rice, do. 1'\villingate 
Jan1es Blacliler do. do. 
John Ludlow, do. Fogo 
John Dalton, do. Exploits 
Richard i\nderson, do ... rrinity, arrears for 1838, (8) 

Edward Kielley, gaol Surgeon St. John's 
\Villiam Sterling, do. Harbor Grace 

· John Whelan, do. barber St. John's 
John Buckingh·am, retiring salary (9) 
E. M. Archibald and R. W · Lilly, salary of Clerk of Supreme Court 

for the past· quarter ( 15) 
'\ 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 
q ._...., 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 
'.) 
~, 0 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

6 5 0 

6 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 

6 5 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

12 0 0 

10 0 0 

5 0 0 

3 15 0 

15 0 0 

75 0 0 

£1575 5 0 

. 
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PROSEClTTIONS. 
1839. 
Oct 29. \V. Barnes, balance clue him for constables' staves ( 18) 10 12 6 
Nov 20 l-1 igh Sheriff, for charges att~ndant on Courts of Sesssions in St. 

· John's, Placentia, Bona vista, rfrinity, and Harbor Grace (27) 47 J 0 

23 George Simrns, conducting prosecutions in the S. C. Cour~ (30) 19 19 0 

Dec. 4 rfhornas Butler, charges under this head I 7 0 

.John Bo,ves, 
,, 

2 10 0 

N. Janes, 
,, 

15 0 

·w. Hanell " 7 6 
J. Bussey, 

,, 
7 6 

R. J. Pinsent, 
,., 

(33) I 10 0 

9. Attorney General to defray the expense of Witnesses (34) 47 0 0 

31 Amount brought from (Jircuit Courts to this head 128 I 11 

£259 11 5 
e•• , t>Y-m~~~ .. ~ .*lif~Wwwwc:t-::tte41rtZf!t'::J!+SJ£WWWC•UDttLPJSWL2N»M&WJ&SUP?'EWWfiOC.www ... aua ru:•••--• . ;; ;cg;;~fJ:»t&A ii& I WWI • -------------

1839. 
Oct 29. 
Nov 4. 

f-1 enry \Vinton, fi1r Ledger under the press act for one year 
Ditto h'1r an account under this head 
John 'l". Burton " ( J9) 

24 A. J\'.Icl ver '' 
I-~ enry \\' in ton '' 
\V. S. Comer '' (29) 

29 .J. 'f'. Burton, for Star ne\vspaper (32) · 
Ryan & \\7ithers on account 
Ditto for Royal Gazette 

31 

A. Shea for Newfoundlander 
T. Spry tor Sentinel (36) 
Ditto for amount of account 
1\. 1'1cI ver (37) 

I 

• 

' 

( 18) 1 6 0 I 

12 17 7 
l 7 3 
8 12 lo 

1:1 8 0 

1 0 2 
9 2 

80 0 0 

I 16 4 
I 16 4 

9 1 
9 1 

11 8 

£124 3 6 

J mar w l!!'ZIElllt~:cw;e 
............. __ ·----- &i£S'Ud/3tb!WIMIWWW~..- 3'0 .... ~-----~"9 Q4JISllO'iiWlmk,....,, .. "'381-CIKIBillWWW:.a.."'111!'8!<~,._-~~;;;&11-..-....!!lmo , . .-; , ... __ .,_ . .... ,, _....., 

1839. 
Nov 14 

21 
23 

Dec 17 
30 

GAOL EXPENSES. 

Undermentioned for (iaol expenses for the qr. ended 30th September. 
ll. Perchard 
I>erchard & Boag 
David Rogers 
Jan1es Hice 
Elizabeth Sinnott . 
Perchard & Boag 
C. Granger 
J. Frood 
Luke Collins 22 
George Garrett 
John Currie 28 
Perchard & Boag 29 
J. JJutler 36 

• 

.. 

Amouat brought fi·o1n '' Circuit Courts'' 

' 

' 

' 

82 14 5 
IO 19 · 9 
11 5 0 

9 2 0 

5 9 3 
4 15 9 
3 6 7 
1 I '1 
l ' I 8 

8 8 
28 5 2 
20 12 2 

5 3 
2 10 8 

£181 17 11 

" 

• 



IO 

1839. 
Nov 14 

APPENDIX. 

FUEL AND LIGHT. 

F. Brine, amount of account under this head 
James Rice, do. do. . ... 
W rn. l~irth, do. do. 23 . . . 

• • • • 
• • • • 

23 Ditto do. do. . ... • ••• • • • • 
P ... Bro,vn do. do. • ••• • • • • 
John Stevenson do. do. • ... • • • • 
Wm. Firth do. do. 29 . . • • • ••• 
R. J. Pinsent do. do. 34 • • . . • ••• 

•••• 

....... 

. . ·-. 
Dec. 9. 

3~ A µiount brought frorn '' Circuit Courts'' to this head 

CORONERS. 
1839. 

Nov 29 Aaron Hogsett, St. John's 
John Winter, Greenspond 
William Sweetland, Bonavista 32 

, 
Da. 

.. 

CIRCUIT COURTS. 

1889. 
Aug 27 High Sheriff, ·on account of Circuit expenses 263 
Nov. 6 Joh-n Stevenson, hire of a brig for the N. C. Court 21 

15 Joh.n l\lunden, do. S. C. Court , 
A. W. Des Barres, table money for do. 24 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

•••• 

20 High -Sheriff, for expenses on the Norther11 Circuit 27 
23 Geo. Sin1ms, expenses of coming to St. John's to attend the S. C. 

Court 30 
20 John Hayes, special constable attending S. C. Court 27 
25 Geo. Lilly, table money for the N. C. Court 31 

De·c 13 John O'Neil, constable attending du. 35 
26 High Sheriff, expenses of (;ircuits 37 

CR. 

Dec 3i Amount taken from this head and carried to account of Prosecu
t.ions, Fuel, Lig' .. '"'Ylil Gaol Expenses 
Balance 

, 
\ 

7 '1 4 
5 3 2 

62 18 6 
Io 3 s 

I 6 o 
33 14 4 , 

4 11 0 

5 10 4 
[> 18 lo 

-
£136 13 I 

23 11 8 
5 2 o . 
6 18 0 

---
£35 ll 8 

100 0 0 

177 6 8 
199 5 4 

56 0 0 

60 0 0 

27 lo o 
22 10 0 

87 0 0 

19 17 6 
88 4 9 

-----
£807 14 3 
---·--

-
186 11 5 
671 K2 lo 

£807 14 3 

------

.~ 
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APPENDIX. 11 

INCIDENTALS. 
... 

1839. Oct~ 28. E. Roach,lsalary as Porter at Government ~ouse qr 
ended 30th ult. (17) 14 0 0 

Nov. 14. Churchwardens of St. John's, assessment on Government Pews 
for the year ending in Easter, . (23) 4 3 2 

21. Perchard & Boag, postages for the Secretary's Offices (28) 3 11 6 
23. Express Packet ditto (29) I 9 0 
29. Bland & Tobin, oil for lamps at Government House (32) 4 0 2 

Dec. 4. St. Patrick Packet, for postages (33) 1 12 6 

£28 16 4 

' 'OTE OF CREDil". 

1839. Oct. 29. Henry Winton, for stationery for the registration of 
voters, and for law charges . 

. .I 

21 19 4 
2 7 8 Dec. 17. R. Grant, account under this head • 

18 
36 

' 

1839. Oct. 14. 

... 

Matthew Stephenson, his yearJy pension 
Wm. Martin, ._ . 
H. A. Emerson, account for fees in Circuit Courts to 30th 

. June last [9] 

24 7 0 

26 0 0 

26 0 0 

173 10 0 
Directors of the Hospital for pauper patients in ~ay and 

Jone last, 39 16 8 
Magistrates of St. John's for support of the poor in Oct. last 117 13 3 
Commissioners of H. Grace Light, amt. of acct. for oil &c. 31 I 5 
R. J. Pjnsent, law books for the Court Honse in Brigus [10] 10 0 0 
Widow of the late James Blaikie . 50 0 O 
Widow of the late Wm. Arn1strong , 25 o o 
J. Ternpleman for extra services as Clerk in Secretary's office 25 0 0 
Christopher Ayre, do. 25 o o 
'f. Danson attendance at the bar of the House as a witness 5 o o 
St. John's Factory .. 100 0 O 
Indigent Sick Society 50 o o 
Chairma11 of the Board of Control 100 o a 
J. M'D~nald, sup~ort of a pauper child [llJ 8 11 2 

U nderment1oned, on account of the election of 1836-
p. Kielt.y, hire of poll room, · 
John Long, erecting hustings 
John Shea-. Returning Officer 
R. J. Pinsent, do. 
S. Cozens, Poll Clerk 
B . . Sweetland, Returning Officer 
S. Mifllen, ditto 
John Peyton, do. [12] 

, 
Carried forward, • , •. • . • •••••••. 

25 0 0 
' 

26 0 0 
• 

12 10 0 

19 10 0 

18 0 0 
26 8 4 
12 10 0 

30 5 0 

976 Jo 10 

... 

.. 

• 



I 

.. 

. 
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· Brought f or\vard ........ : . . . .... . 
Ed\vard l\'liffien, poJl c]erk, 
R. rl,rem lett clo. [ 12] 
W. B. D.arnes, constables' staves · 
l{obert Carter, Returning officer 
Wrn. Hooper. do. 
Francis Bradshaw, do. 

( 'irhon1as E. Gaden, ditto 
Robert Carter, poll clerk [ 13] 

19 Patrick Doyle and Anthony Godfi·ey an1ount of '· 
l Delegation expenses . [141 

22 Thotnas Bennett, continuing of Board of C1ontrol [15] 
l 26 Simon I\1orris, vote for Waterford Bridge [161 

Nov. 18 J.B. Jukes, on account of vote for Geological Survey [26] 

1839 
July 24. 

Dec. 4 

29 

21 J. Clift, hire ot \' acht for do. . [28] 

Tl-IE POOR. 

Drs. C1arson, Rochfort, Stabb, and O'Dwyer, each £6 13 4 
salaries and allo\vance of medicine for~ mo. to 30th June [237] 
Directors of the Hospital for pauper lunatics for July, August, 
Septen1ber, October, and November [33] 
J. i\1'Donald, expense of bringing a lunatic pauper from fl arbor 

Grace to the Hospital . (38) 

, . 

• 

.. 
, 

EDU<;ATION. 
I 

1839. . 
July 17 Orphan t\sylum School, amount voted for the current year 228 
Oct. 19 Trinity Board do r • 14 

22 Placentia and St. l\'Jary's do 15 
Nov 4. Conception Bay do. balance of vote for the present year 20 

14 J:imes Cro\vdy, balance due for school books under 2 Vic. cap. 5, 324 
\j 

.. 
I 

.. 

, .. . 

976 15 10 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 

10 12 6 
12 J() 0 
12 lO 0 
12 10 0 
12 10 0 
JO 0 0 

• • 
I 

713 s " -.I 

30 0 0 
')~ 0 ... a 0 0 

20 0 0 
60 10 0 
~---

2141 6 6 

, 

-

26 13 4 

76 13 1 

2 16 4 

106 2 9 

100 0 0 
126 0 0 

200 0 0 
370 0 0 

14 15 4 

809 16 4 
.. 



' 

1839. 
July 6. 

Dec 31 

t839 
July 3. 

6. 

19 

Aug 23 

Sep 12 
20 

Oct I. 
5 

12 
31 

Dec 4 

APPENDIX1 

COl~ONIAL BUILDING. 
, 

Savings Bank, interest on £200 for 6 months to 30th June, 
John R. i\1. Cooke £100 
Hugh W. Hoyles £100 
Savings Bank, to this date £200 
John I{. M. Cooke £100 

, 

. Hugh W. Hoyles £100 

ROAD AND BRIDGE INTEREST. 

B. G. Garrett, ...... interest on £600 for 6 n1onths 
John Carrigan 25 ' 
Wm. Stirling 200 
C. Ayre, to the 19th June 50 
A. W. Des Barres, to 14th June 800 
E. Dwyer, to the 19th June, 500 
Jarnes Crowdy, to tb~ 3d July 100 
\V 1r1. l{elly, to the 19th inst. 1000 
J. I{. IVJ. ()ooke, to the 6th inst. 150 
A. \V. Des Barres, to the 4th July 200 
Mary Ann Birch, to the 3d July 25 
J. Burt, to same period 50 

Admtr. of W. Dickson'.' to lst July 100 
J. \'V. Martin, to3d July, 450 I 

Con1missioncrs of Pilots 50 
C. Ayre, to I st inst. oO 

James Crowdy, 400 
.J. Brumsden, 25 
M. l\. Davis, 25 
J. R. l\'1. Cooke 160 
H. W. fJoyles, 200 
C1atherine 8te\vart 800 
C. Ayre, 300 
J. B. Bland 2000 

19 C. Ayre, 50 to date 
Wm. \\7alsh 900 to 10th inst . 
J. f.,urneaux 

' 400 6th 
J·. Noad, 300 4th 
Isabella Des Barres 150 
A. W. Des Barres, 800 
B. G. Garrett 50 13th 

-

... 

13 

... 

6 0 0 

3 0 0 f 

3 0 0 

6 0 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

-
£24 0 0 

-

" 
18 0 0 

16 0 
6 0 0 

I 10 0 

24 0 0 
Ia 0 0 
3 0 0 

30 0 0 
4 10 0 
6 0 0 

15 0 
I 10 0 
3 0 0 

13 IO 0 
I 10 0 
I 10 0 

12 0 0 

15 0 
15 0 

4 10 0 
6 0 0 

24 0 0 

9 0 0 
60 0 0 

1 10 0 

27 0 0 

12 0 0 
9 0 0 
4 10 0 

24 0 0 

I 10 0 
-

327 0 0 
~see ·-· 
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ROAD AND BRIDGE LOANS. 
1839 
Dec 4. Paid J. B. Bland, amount loaned by him under Road act for 1 year 2000 o o 

_Sarah Brun1sden, '' ' ' 25 o o 
J 13. \ B. G. Garrett ' ' 50 o o 

• 

2075 0 0 

OUTSTANDING VOTES. 
1839. 
July 2. Roads, 1838-9-1,. Fitzpatrick, contract between Great and Little 

Placentia, 12 14 10 
6 18 8 
7 11 8 
5 1 

John Hennessey 
Richard Ayl\vard 
Jan1es Kelly 
Con1missioners on same road, continuing 
W. Tilly, last instalment, Perlican to Hants Harbor 
M. Rielley, Blockmakers Hall to S. River, (~15) 
Flinn & Daan, 1st. Bay Bulls to Petty Harbor (6) 

. 4. lVI. Madden; contract bet\veen Ferryland and Cape Broyle 
David Houlahan (7) 
Walsh and Hennessey, Brine's bridge to Walsh's Farm 
John Po,ver, last instalment on Topsail road 
Comrs. of St. John's, cleaning and repairing roads and streets ir1 and 

about St. John's , (8) 
6 John Funcheon, 2d instal1nent, Queen street 

Thos. Pyne " Duckworth street (9) 
9 I">. Butler, " in Carbonear, .. (220) 

2 0 0 
19 5 4 
23 2 3 
40 8 10 

2 18 8 
4 3 IO 

14 8 11 
28 4 5 

Education,-Board for Conception Bay, being balance of votes for , 
1836-7-8 (1) 1096 8 8 

IO. Roads-Con11nisioners of ~t. John's, continuing " 160 0 o 
M ... .\IJen, last instalment, Portugal Cove road 35 9 11 
M. Allen, Jun., Upper Long 1>ond road (2) 36 8 0 

12. 1 M. Free1nan, Spaniards Bay to Brigus 14 8 l l 
R. Flahavan, 2nd Gower Street, 54 17 9 
James Cuddihy \Vater Street (3) 82 16 9 
J. Redrnond, 1st Carbonear to Hearts Content J 7 6 8 
1"1 .. Walsh, Harbor Grace to Spaniards Bay, ( 4) 31 6 () 

~5. Jarnes Redmond, contract for a bridge in Carbonear, [5] 9 JS 0 
Spec~al Votes-Ja1nes <~lift, I mo. hire of vessel for a. Geological survey [225] 55 0 0 

16. Roads .. J. Neill, Jst instaln1ent, Upper Long Pond to Three Rivers [6] 14 8 10 , 
'.l7. Printing and Stationery,-A. M 'Iver, -amount of his account, for the 

--· 

quarter ended 30th ult. 
Ryan and Withers, do. £55 4s. 4d.-Henry Winton, £28 Os. 4d .. 
.J. 1~. Burton, £1 ls. 4d.-W. S. Comer, do. £2 7s. Id. 
T. W. Spry, do. [7] 
Gaol Expenses, .. R. Perchard, Gaoler, St. John's 
Eliza Sinnott, washerwoman 
D. Rogers, Watching prisoners 
Perchard and Boag, Clothing and contingencies 
John Currie, gaoler at Harbor Grace, 
Vote of Credit-John Currie 
G. Granger, Gaoler at Trinity 
Jane Granger, washing, at " 

11 18 0 
83 4 8 
3 8 5 
0 18 2 

65 15 11 
5 2 1 

11 5 0 
29 7 7 
36 12 0 

4 16 0 
11 fj 5 
0 13· 4 

Carried forward 216 I 8 4 
, 



i\PPENDIX. 15 

Brought forward ....•••• £2151 8 4 
John Stevenson, Deputy Sheriff, office rent 3 o o 
Thomas Butler, G·aoler at Brigus 2 5 3 
Hospital Directors, expenses of J. M'Cabe 9 6 lo 8 
Andrew Drysdale, Circuit expenses 7 16 o 
John Currie do. 3 15 o 
Jonathan Martin do. 3 la o 
Roads; John Walsh, 1st instalment on road fron1 Spaniards Bay 

to New Harbor 230 
19 Vote of Credit, on account of charges connected with prosecutions 

Incidentals; E. Roach, salary for the qr., ended 30th June 
Express Packet, postages to do. 
J .• Doyle, postag-es for the year to do. · 

20 Roads; Wrn. Haddon, inspector of roads in St. John's, salary for 
half year to 30th Jone 2 

July 20 
. 22 

Frederick KennJr, last instalment on contract in Port de Grave 
Coroners; A Hogsett, account to 30th June 
Roads; T. lJartrey, last instaln1ent, M'Larty's Lane, 234 

24 Gaol repairs, W rn. Freeman 
P. Kough 
Thomas M'Grath 
W. B. Moore 

, 
Jl. Lee Whiting 

, Samuel Bennett 
Luke Collins 
J 'arnes Clift 
(~. Bennett 
<J. Corkoran 
Joh Brothers 5 
P. C1 annon 
J. \\T ollacot 
W. J->arker 
Pat. Kough 

Vote of Credit ; J afi\es I{ ice, on account of Gaol expenses 
· Roads ; J. Bartlett, 1st instalment, (.,arbonear to Heart's Con tent 

P. Canary, do. 0 Id Placentia l~oad 6 
Special Votes; J. 13. Jukes, vote for a Geological Survey 8 

26 Roads; Stamp and l{ielley, 1st instalrnent on Topsail and I-Joly- . 
rood roads 

George Cook do. Outer Cove road 9 
'T. lloulton, 2d do. Signal It ill road 240 

29 lVJ. (;race, 1st do. Barrens to Newtown 
W. Pitts, opening a bridle road between Lance Cove and Belle 

Isle beach 
J. Green, surveyor between Brigus and Holyrood I 

July 30 R. Doyle, 1st instalment on the Topsail road 242 
Thomas Pyne, ditto Water Street 
Fling and Bryan, ditto Gower Street 3 

Aug. 2 Coroners ; R. 'fremlett, 'fwillingate 
Vote of Credit ; J. Stark, Coroner at Harbor Grace 

R. Tren1lett, ditto Twillingate 
W. Gill, on account of Gaol expenses 

Printing; A. Shea, for Nelvfoundlander to various Government 
offices 

• 

10 19 7 
5 11 9 

14 0 0 

4 6 lo 
2 3 4 

52 0 0 

13 5 9 
29 13 6 
11 6 4 

6 18 0 

5 0 7 
7 5 1 
I 8 lo 

I 2 2 0 

3 2 0 

15 8 
6 11 4 
2 6 3 
I 14 8 
2 9 7 
4 II 2 

14 16 5 
- 13 18 1 

21 14 6 
6 12 0 

25 0 0 

23 2 2 
50 . 0 0 

76 5 4 
14 7 1 
14 17 2 
20 4 0 

5 12 8 
9 14 9 

20 14 5 
7 10 2 

29 15 I 
I 12 6 
:> 16 0 

9 17 6 
6 16 0 

5 9 3 

Carried forward ....•••• ·£2749 17 O 



•,. ... 

16 
"' 

. 

w ...,. 4 
- f 

. .. Brought for\vard ....•... £2749 17 0 
. 

Fuci and Light; Dunscon1b and Co., for coal to the Secretary's 
Office 

b Vote of Credit do. do. 244 
Roads; M. 1\11nrphy, 1st instalment on road fron1 Monday's to 

George's Pond . 
Vote of Credit ; ,.fhon1as Butler, on ~ccount of prosecutions for 

the past year 5 

-----
9 2 9 
3 8 7 

23 2 3 

Aug 3 f{oads; Simon Morris, on account of vote for Waterford Bridge 
John l(elly, 2d instaln1ent, Spatliards Bay to Brigus 6 
Incidentals; E. Roach, his account under this head for the past 

quarter 

I 10 o--
138 13 4 

23 2 3 

I• 

5 

J. Snelgrove, account for making flags, &c. for the last 3 years 
RoRds; R. Leary, 2d instalment, Logy Bay Road 7 

6 R. Flahavan, contract in \Vater Street 8 
7 .J. Ryan, 2d instalment, contract in Carhonear 

~John 1\il' Lenan, an1ount of do. in Duckworth Street 
John Funcheon, last insta)n1cnt, Queen Street 

9 
10 

13 

15 

17 

19 

Cornn1issioners of St. John's, half of last instalment on Cuddihey's 
contract on the l{ing's Road 

Ditto do. streets of St. John's 9 
A. Norris, 2d instaln1ent, Duckworth Street 250 
!VJ. Grace~ 1st instalment, \Vigmore's Gully road to the Old Top- · 

sail road 
John Dwyer, 2d do. Duck\vorth Street 
John Dobbin, amount do. ~I arbor Grace to Island Cove 251 
John Walsh, last instalment, Carbonear streets 2 
M. Power, 1st instalment, 'ror bay road 
Flinn & Dunn, 2d do. l>etty Harbor to Bay Bulls, 3 
John Furlong, lst do. Blockmaker's liall road 
''' alsh and l-lennessey last instalrncnt on road fron1 Brine's bridge 

to \V alsh's farm 
1"hon1as Cook, 2d do. l~resh,vater to Wigmore's Gully 4 
Hartrey and Savage, 1st instalment, road from Upper Long Pond 

to Rennie's l\'1 iB 
Jas. Bealy, 3d do. Carbonear to Bay cle Verds 5 
S. J. Daniel, Clerk to Comn1issioners of St. John's · 
P. l{enna, 1st instalrnent, Carbonear to Grates Cove 
Special\' otes; James Clift for hire of a vessel for Geological Sur

vey to 13th inst 6 
Roads; l\1. i\J eaney·, lst instalment Carbon ear to Heart's Content 
.• John Slokarn, 3d do. ~arbonear Streets 
Thomas J>yne, 2d do. Hogan's Lane 7 
Mulloy and f{ieliey, contract for fences on the Bay Bulls Road 
M. Clooney) do. do. 8 · 

20 J. Green, surveyor, Spaniards Bay to Brigus 
Ditto ditto, l1arbor Grace to Spaniards Bay 

" Contingencies of Commissioners at Bay Roberts 9 
E. '\Vhiteway, 1st instalment, Spaniards B~y to New Harho1· 

· 'l~homas 1\'1orrissey, do. do. · . 
James Cu<ldihy, do. £9 18s. 7d. S. Gannon, £9 16s. 5d. 
S. Cannon, 2d qo. Spaniards Bay to Brigus 260 

6 18 8 
6 ·15 3 

14 I 3 
20 I o 
18 0 0 

13 - 0 0 

27 8 11 

47 13 2 
41 . 8 5 
13 2 IO 

7 12 I 
39 0 0 

5 7 6 
39 6 0 

52 0 0 

40 8 Jo 
12 5 7 

28 17 9 
16 9 4 

, J7 6 8 
40 0 0 

12 lo o 
20 4 5 

-55 0 0 

· 22 lo o 
20 0 0 

7 lo 2 
27 14 8 
16 18 0 

2 3 4 
17 16 6 

9 5 2 
9 16 6 
9 19 I 

. 19 15 0 

25 17 I 
-----

Carried forward ..•.•.. ~ £3732 19 3 
. 
~ 
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Aug20 

24 
27 

Sept. 2 

APPENDIX . 17 

Brought for\vard ....•••. £3732 19 3 
John Cud<lihy, an1ouut contract, Port de Grave 11 14 o 
Samuel Cnnnon, do. do. 261 13 o o 
1\-!. Darcey, 2d instalment, Bay Bulls Road 2 37 5 4 
B. ~larshelsen, amount contract, Port d~. Grave 8 9 o 
l\'lulloy and Riellcy, 2d instalment, Bay Bulls l~oad 3 34 I 3 
,V. Quigley, 1st instalment, Topsail and Holyrood road 27 8 6 
S. Kavanagh, 2 thirds ditto Outer Cove road 24 '16 o 
\V. Andrews, 3d do. Port de Grave 4 20 4 a 

4 Robert Ayles, conting. of Co1nmissioners of Carbonear streets 25 o o 

5 

6 

John Aylward, an1ount contract for fences on the Petty 
Harbor road 

L. Byon, 2d instalment, Brigus to Holyrood 
Patrick Buck do. do. 5 
\\l . Lilly, and D. P. l\Iarrelt, each £6 5s. Od. salary of Clerk of 

Board of Control to 22d August 6 
I\J. A lien, 2d instalment, Fort Willian1 to the King's Bridge 
William Whelan, 1st instahnent, Spani!l.rds Bay to Ne\v liarbor 

and Dildo Cove 7 
9 J. Furlong, 2d do. Blockmaker's J-lall road 

10 

11 

12 

l\'l. ()ea, 3d do. on street from the Church to the Orphan r\sylurn 
School 8 

L.annon and Shea, 1st instaln1ent, Carbonear to Grates Cove 
1\ lien and Dea, do. Flatrock to Pouch Cove 
'J'homas I>yne, do. on Cochrane Street 9 
M. \Valsh, do. Portugal Cove road 
John D\vyer, t\vo thirds of contract on tho Custom I-louse lane 
13. NJarshelsen .. arnount of do. in Port de Grave 270 
Fling, Dunn, and l'o,ver, 2d instaln1ent betvveen Carbonear and 

Grates Cove 
R. Doyle, do. on the 'fopsail road 
1~. Kennedy, lst do. Bay Bulls to Petty I-I arbor 271 

13 J. i\!Jurphy do. Outer Cove Road 2 
lo ,J. Stokes, arr1ount of do. Carbonear to 11 earts Content 

Edward S. ('onnigan, 1st instalment, Portugal Cove to Broad 
Cove 3 

17 T. \ V ilson, 2d do. Spaniards Bay to J3rigns 
J an1fls Ilafter, uo. do. do. 
1\'.l. Shea, co1npe11sation for ground on do. 
John I{ ichards, do. 
'V 111. Butler, do. 
P. Cooney, do. 
l\1. l{eardon, do. 
iVJ. La \V less, do. 
J. Green) conting. of Corumissioners on ditto 4 
George Toney, amount of contract bet\veen Grand Bank an<l For

tune 
Samuel Cannon, last instalment at Bay Roberts 
John Kelly, 1st do. Outer (~ove road f> 

18 Skully and Callum, 1st do. Carbonea1· to .Grates Cove 
.John Murphy, 1st and 2d do. 011 do. 

21 13 4 
25 5 7 
30 0 11 

12 lo o 
35 - 0 0 

20 4 5 
12 5 7 

13 17 4 
23 13 9 

8 13 4 
9 lo 8 

19 7 I 
17 6 8 

4 15 4 

92 19 0 

20 14 5 
21 13 4 

6 l 4 
35 0 0 

17 6 8 
33 4 5 
29 9 4 
12 2 8 
6 18 8 
1 6 0 

2 12 0 

1 lo 4 
2 3 4 

17 6 8 

17 6 8 
46 3 lo 
13 0 0 

12 2 8 
67 18 6 

---:------
Carried forward . .. .• • •• £4646 4 7 

~ .. 
' •• ' I ~'t"' 
.~ ......,..__~, ·--·---· . -

I 
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Brought forward •.••.... £4646 4 7 
Garrett Murphy, 2d do. 
.John Dooling, 1st and 2d do. Harbor Grace to Carbonear 6 

21 M. Darcy, 2d do. Bay Bulls to Petty Harbour 8 
J. Lake, half of contract for a bridge at Lamaline 
Special Votes; J. Clift, hire of a vessel for the Geological survey 

k>r one n1onth 7 
24 Legjslative Contingencies; R. J. Parsons, for printing for the 

House in last Session 9 
John Currie, last instalment, contract in Harbor Grace 
J. Hearn, amount of do. l1ay Roberts 
J. Green, for surveying in do. 279 

25 'l'. Pyne, 3d i11stalment do in. St. John's 
Hartrey and Savage do. do. 
Fling and I~ yan, do. do. 
Richard Leary, do. do. 
Kenney and Dooley, do. do. 
Gleeson and Condon, <lo. do. 280 
'l". George, cutting woods bet\veen Spaniards Bay and Dildo Cove 
William George, do. do. 
J. Green, contingencies of Comn1issioners of do. 
John Dooling, 3d instaln1ent, flarbor Grace to Carbonear 1 

26 R. Flal:avan do. Custon1 I louse hill 
R. Butler, 2d do. Carbonear 
Wall and Moore, do. on road from Musquito to the Carbonear 

road 2 
28 Rourke and Gladney, ]st. instalrnent on road from Lance Cove to 

Belle Isle beach 8 
30 John Dwyer, do. St. John's to Quidi Vidi 

L. Bryan, do. on a bridge between Brigus and Holyrood 4 
Oct. I. T. Byrne, surveyor at St. John's 

W rn. 1-Jaddon, inspector do. 
Eagan and Tobin, deputy surveyors 
S. J. Daniel, Clerk to ( _,omn1issioners, qr. ended 30th Sept. 5 
l\11. Dillon, last instalment, Bay Bulls road 
T. Pyne do. Hogan's lane 
J. N ei I, j r. do. Upper Long Pond road 
Jolin Furlong, do. Blockmal{er's Hall road 
P. Cumtnins, 2d do. Carbonear to Grates Cove 6 

3 - Shannon and Dalton, 2d instaln1ent, Carboncar to Grates Cove 
John Dooling, 1st ditto on ditto 
W. Corcoran, on account of contract between Bona vista and Ca

talina 287 
John t\J'Cue, 2d instalment, Holyrood to Brigus 
Edward Dunn, ditto ditto 8 

5 P. Cummins, ditto ditto 
P. Kennedy, do. Bay Bulls to Petty Harbor 
W. Fleming, 1st do. on the Topsail road 9 

7 G. Mansfield, two thirds of contract between old Perlican and 
Hants harbor 

J. Bealey, arnount of ditto in Carbonear 
P. Collins, last instalment in Harbor Grace 
R. Shea, ditto £10 2s 3d J Lannon, £12 2s 8s 
D Lughorne, ditto ditto 290 
R. Aylward, amount of contract between Great & Little Placentia 
Kelly and Grant, ditto ditto 

24 14 0 

23 2 2 
11 8 0 

20 0 0 

55 0 0 

150 0 0 

22 lo o 
17 2 4 
4 6 6 

27 8 Jo 
42 7 0 

29 15 I 
14 I 9 
80 12 . 0 

23 16 8 
12 16 6 
6 I 4 

15 15 6 
9 3 4 

24 16 11 
23 6 8 

15 0 5 

17 6 8 
26 0 0 

34 13 4 
41 lo o 
26 0 0 

30 0 0 

12 lo o 
14 6 0 

7 lo 2 
28 17 9 
12 5 6 
17 6 8 
51 17 6 
13 0 0 

6 7 3 
34 4 . 8 
32 18 8 
23 0 9 
21 13 4 
41 12 () 

• 
19 I 4 
26 17 4 
7 7 4 

22 4 II 
2 3 4 

97 lo o 
5 4 0 

. \ Carried forward£5972 18 0 ..•••••.. 

• 
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, I 

Brought forward •••••• 
R. Aylward, 
T. Fitzpatrick 
T. Hunt 
R. Shea, £7 11 8-M. Walsh, £2 12 0 
Kelly and Grant, 
M. Grace, 2d and final payment, Wigrnores Gully Road 

to old Topsail road 
John Neill, a1nount of contract on do. 
M. Grace, Fresh Water, new bridge to Wigmores Gully 
T. Pyne, second instl. Cochrane street 
T. Foley, Harbor Grace [3] 

'' 1st instl. " 

[2] 

19 

5972 18 0 
7 11 8 
9 9 5 
7 11 8 

10 3 8 
8 2 3 

23 16 9 
11 16 II 

4 6 8 
9 10 8 
4 6 8 

E. Shannahan [ 4] 
8 1\'.J. Shannahan, 1st inst). roads in Harbor Grace, 

21 13 4 
9 10 8 
5 9 9 
4 18 3 
5 4 0 

James ~hea, 
R. Hickev 294 
:vJ. 'Valsh~ 2d, Portugal Cove ro~d 
J. L. i\1'Kie,conting. ofCon1mrs. bet\\'een Bay Bulls 

and (~ape Broyle, 
F. L. Bradsha\v, inspector between Great and Little Placentia 

" -1,o pay labourers on same road 
J. Lovett, comp. for ground between Aquaforte and Ferry land 
N~ \i\l alsh~ first instal. Aquafort and F.,ermeuse 

19 17 1 

10 0 0 
13 0 0 

0 8 8 
17 4 

2 17 6 
6 1 4 

11 13 4 
D. Garland, surveyor, for contingencies ofCommrs. at Port.de Grave 
J. Parsons, Jast instaln1ent, between Carbonear and Bay de Verds 
Gaol expenses, .. P. Kough for a retaining \Vall and palisade fence 

round the Court llouse 80 10 2 
Roads-Hayley, Russell and Butler, 2d ins. Carbonear to Grates Cove 7 16 0 
P. Kenny, Old Jllacentia road 23 2 2 
R. Doyle, 3d dicto Topsail road 20 14 6 
1'. 1-lolton, Sjgnal-hill road, 14 6 2 
R. I'i'Iahavan, Gower street 54 17 9 
John Dooling, IJarbor Grace to Carbonear 11 11 1 
''', \\

1helan, Harbor Grace 7 16 0 
P. Hanrahan, Aquafort to Ferry land 5 12 8 
Joseph Reed, Old Perlican to Hants lJarbor 44 10 6 
.:\lien and Dee, 2d do. Pouch Cove road, 300 8 13 4 
Sundries, .• Comp. for ground between Carbonear and Grates Cove 74 I 7 
E. Congdon, 3d instl Aquaforte to Ferryland 5 9 6 
ll. Wat ts, for \Vorli in Brigus I 19 O 
J. Green, contingencies of Commissioners between Brigus & Holyrood I 18 8 
J Bealey, 2d instalment, Harbor Grace to Spaniards Bay 34 13 4 
Sundries-Compensation for ground bet\veen those places 44 12 8 
Commissioners of same road for contingencies 17 6 8 
Special Votes-I mo. hire of a ketch for Geological survey, to 13th inst 55 O O 
Roads .. George Cook, last; inst. Outer Cove road 33 O IO 
W Fling, first do Brigus to Holyrood 27 18 O 
Denis Walsh, 2-3rds of do on Topsail road 34 19 I 
John Furlong for fences on Bay Bulls road 6 6 8 

·~"" -... . ...... _,.,. Carried forward 6798 O 11 
------.-.---

, 
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PW E&Wt a ,; ms ;;;1ses;rwtt· BC'&i*' ;aa: &?• SiHSW',JM&ttCtifl'*'SJl.MM4% Mt~ 

Brought for\varcl .•••.• 
I\'I. l\1erri~an, 2d inst]. I-Jolyrood to Brigus 
M. Dyer, 1st do. Grove farrn to White Hills 
John Kelly, 3d do. Spaniards Bay to Brigns 
'l1 homas \Vilson, do. 
H. Watts, do. on John rrhomas's -contract in Brigus 
J. Clark, 2-3ds contract in Burin ~ 
.John Ryan, last instl. in Carbonear 
\\T. Quigley 'l1 opsai l road 
~I. Blanch, Great to J.jttle Placentia 
M. Fitzpatrick, do. £9 5s 6d-J. Connors, £9 10s. 8d. 
M. Barron, £9 9s 6d. John Fitzpatric·k, £9 1 J s. 6d 
l\1. Blanch & <~,o. 
1,. f,itzpatrick, amount of contract, on do. 
J .. Lannan, 1st instl. in Harbor Grace 
John Dunn, for contingenci€s on the Outer and Pouch Cove roads 
John Murphy, 2d instahnent Outer Cove Road, 
Ed\vards and Connigan~ Portugal Cove to Broad Cove 
Daniel NJackey, 1st & 2d do. contract in Burin 
'Tho1nas Cooke, last instaln1ent, Freshwater to Wign1ores Gully 
John Dwyer, last instalment, Duckworth street 
John Neill, amount, Fresh \Valer to Wigtnores Gully 
John Funcheon, drain in Queen street , 
L. Bryan, 2d instalment, Brigus to 1-loJyrood 
James Hearn '' '' 
N. Molloy, secretary of Commissioners of the same road 
:Edward Dunn, last insta]n1ent 
John l\1'Cue, " ,, 

6798 0 11 
40 8 ll 
26 0 0 
23 2 3 
33 4 5 
17 6 H 
37 0 0 
11 0 0 
27 8 6 

2 13 6 
18 16 2 
19 1 0 
3 11 l 

13 6 9 
5 15 7 

12 II 4 
6 I 4 

26 0 0 
34 0 0 
16 9 4 
39 0 0 
16 5 0 
65 0 0 
34 13 4 
13 ll 7 
20 0 0 
32 18 8 
38 7 10 

N. Mullowney, surveyor on do. 
John Cuddihy, 2d ins. Spaniards Bay to Ne\v 1-Jarbor and Dildo Cove 
Edward \Vhitea,vay, 

. J. Cannon .. 

18 2 6 
9 18 7 
9 16 5 

John '1V alsh 
i\1. Allen, 2-3ds on i·oad to I~.,ort Townshend 
~undries-Co1npensation for ground in Harbor Grace 

'' Harbor Grace to Island Cove, 
C on1missioners of do. for contingencies 
J. I" Prendergast, surveyor bet\veen Carbonear and Grates Cove 
M'Namara and Sinnott, last instalment on the [>etty IJarbor road 
D\vyer and Grace, do. Wigmores Gully road · 
John Kelly, Outer Cove road 
John Dwyer, Hannon's lane 
P. Coghlan, an1nunt do. Portugal Cove road 
M. Merrigan, last instalment, Brigus to Holyrood, 
A. Norris, Duck\vorth street, 
N. Mulloy, service as surveyor in, and for contin~encies of, Commis-

sioners between Holyrood and Brigus 
M. Rielley, 2d instalment, Blockmaker's Hall to S. River 
J. Bealey, 1st do. in Harbor Grace. 
J. Fitzgerald, 2d ~' Fermeuse to Aquaforte 
. - -

9 16 5 
10 19 7 
28 17 9 
42 9 4 

6 I 4 
17 16 8 
35 0 0 
19 5 10 
10 10 0 
26 0 0 

8 13 4 
13 8 8 
40 8 11 
13 2 10 

10 0 0 
23 2 3 
13 17 4 
5 15 7 

-----
Carried forward 7804 5 2 

--------
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Brought forward. • . • . • 7804 5 2 
11. T. Gatherall, 3d instalment, Bay Bulls to?Cape Broyle, . 24 0 0 

Vote of (;redit,-B. G. Garrett, on account of Criminal Prosecutio~s. 3 18 0 
Gaol expenses,-G. P. Davies, for a pump in the Gaol Yard at l-J. Grace 2 10 11 
Roads-M.:~ l\!Jurphy, 2d inst. between Monday and George's Pond 23 2 3 

~Fling and Dunn, last inst. Bay~Bulls and Petty Harbor, · 40 8 10 
M. Darcy '' " 11 8 2 
P. Kennedy, " " ·33 2 I 
R. Flahavan, amt. do. on road near the Orphan1Asylum School 38 2 8 
Commissioners of St. John's, contingencies 100 0 0 
S. J. Daniel, Clerk to do. 12 lo 0 
M. Cummins,-Jast inst. contract in St. Mary's 5 15 7 
.J. Bishop, do.~£8 Is 9d-J. Borrice, £3 19s 5dJ 12 1 2 
T. Drohan, t • 3 19 5 -J. 'l,obin 4 6 8 · 8 6 1 
W. M'Donald 4 0 2 -P. Tobin 3 19 5 7 19 7 
P. Daley 318 0 -D, White 3 15 2 7 13 2 
W. Brothers, Aquaforte to Fermeuse 5 15 6 
R. Hickey, H. Grace to Island Cove I 6 0 
Rouke and Gladney, 2d do. Lance Cove to Belle Isle Beach 21 13 4 
M. Grace, the Barrens to Ne\vto\v11 . 20 4 5 
l\tloses Power, 'l'orbay road 62 0 0 
John Brothers, Aquaforte to Fermeuse 5 15 6 
W. H. Best, lst and .2d do. on his contract in Burin 13 17 4 
W. Yetman, J. Yetman,""R. Dobbin, :\1 .. i\1eehan, \V. M'Donald, 1.,. Adams, 

L. White,J. Mooney, and \iV. Bishop, each £4 o 11, first instl. 
on their respective contracts at St. f\1ary's, [327] 

Speciai Votes-J. B. Jukes, on account of Vote for a (ieological 
Survey [26] 

Roads-H. Butler, lst & 2d inst]mts. in Burin 
G. Hadfield, amount, Cape Broyle t.o Bay BuJls 
T. Branley, '' '' 
D. Ryan, 2d inst!. Aquafortc to Fern1euse 
M. ~f ohin ' ' [:328] 
J. Dooling, lst & 2d instl I-I. Grace to Carbonear 

'' 2nd do. on do. 

36 8 3 

80 0 0 
8 7 6 

J6 0 0 
9 4 6 
5 15 6 
5 15 7 
8 13 4 
7 IO 0 

Hartery & Savage, 2d & last do. on road fron1 Upper l~ong Pond 
to Rennie's mill 53 15 8 

.1\1uHoy and Rielley, last inst. on Bay BuJls road 43 8 2 
J. Ayl\vard, amount of do. for drains on sa1ne road [9] 3 9 4 
\V. Hrothers, 2d instl. Aquaforte to f""ermeuse , 5 15 6 
(~ommissioners, C'arbonear to Grates L'ove, for contingencies [!330] 121 6 8 
'V. Burke, Surveyor at\. St. ' l\fary's 15 0 0 
Tobin and Yet1r1an, 1st instl. road to crossing place [I] 8 13 4 
M. Northovan, an1ount, Hants Harbor to Hearts Content 46 16 0 
R. F. Seaward '' '' 42 6 10 
J. Perry, for a bridge at New Perlican 76 0 0 
M. Allen, 3d instl. ~~ort~Willia1n to Kings Bridge [3] 34 19 11 
P. Crane, Bay Bulls to Cape Broyle, 18 13 4 
R. Furlong, 3 10 JO 
M. Darcy, Bay Bulls road 19 I 4 
T. Houlton, Signal!hill road 6 4 11 
_Cieri{ to Board of Control, to 22d inst. 12 10 0 
M. Hartery~ 2-3ds contract, Carbonear to Grates Cove 23 I 8 
P. l\.inna, 2d instal1nent '' " ' 20 4 5 
J. Hatchett, 1st do. on 2-3ds contract on Outer Cove road 18 4 0 
J. Brown, compensation for ground bet\veen Cape Broyle and Cornfield 13 0 0 

l ..... ---

Carried forward 6798 0 11 

'· 
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Brought forward ...••... 
i\'J. Power, 1st inst. 1\quafi>rte to Fermeuse 

£9257 18 0 

J. \Valsl1 
G. Jackrnan, surveyor, Renewse to Fermeuse 
C. M'Carthy, 1ast inst. on same road 
M. Dumpl1y, £8 13s 9d ... E. Conway, £9 5s 5d 
\\!.Keating, £8 13s 9d-R. Grant, amount of do. £10 ls 5d 
P. Butler, on account of contract in Carbonear, 
P. Kelaler, an1ount of do. '' 
J. Bartlett, last inst. Carbonear to Hea1ts (,:ontent 
W. Everett, '' 
M. llarle_y, amt. .. Grates Cove 
J, Saunders 3d instal1nent, Caplin Bay to Cape Broyle 
1~. Foley, 2d instalrnent in ilarbor Grace 
1\1. Walsh, I-larbor Grace to Spaniards Bay 
Burn and t\1aher, en account of do. betweer1 Carbonear and Grates Cove 
John Boolin, arnt. Caplin Bay to l~erryland 
... J'. Neville, comp. for ground bet\veen Spaniards Bay and Brigus 
i\1. D\vyer, 2d instalment Grove to White 1-JiIJs, 
Cotnmissioners, I-I arbor Grace to Carhonear, for contingencies 
,V. I·'le!ning, 2-3ds contract, Spaniards Bay· to Ne\v Harbor 
Johl) \Valsh, '~ . ·" 
M. l\1'Daniel, amt. of do. Holyood to Brigus 
.J. Green, services as surveyor in Brigus, and between S. Bay & Brigus 
H anraha11 and Dalton, last inst. Carbonear to Grates Cove 
P. c;urnrnins, 8 13 4-J. i\11urph)', 16 19 7 
]~ling, Dnnn, & flo\ver, 
I:>. Curnn-iins, £11 IO 5-G. Murphy, £12 7 
E. Sk~ully, 2d inst. Carbonear to Grates Cove 
J. Po\ver, cornpensation f<Jr ground, Caplin Bay to Ferry land 
.J. 1-·i art we I J, last inst. f3a y Bulls to Cape Broy le, 
.J. Dillon, IO 3 8-J. l\~lara, do. 12 10 10 
P. Day, 9 15 0-I-I. Care\v, 16 l l 8 
J. Rogers, surveyor, 7 18 9-C. Kelly, ditto .. 2 10 0 
\\l . Skully, comp. for ground on san1e road 
J. i\1 'Carthy, 3d instalment, Rene\vse to Fermeuse 
T. Spicer, '' '' 
I{. OHerhea<l, an1ount of contraet on do. 
R. Po'\vell, on account of ditto, Bona vista to C atalia 
F. Page .. services bet\veen Great and Little PJacentia 
:\1essrs Fitzpatrick, last instalment on same road 
G. Follett, amount of contract, I-I ants Harbor to Hearts Content 
J Quints, surveyor on same road 
J Murphy, last instalment, Outer Cove road 
J Gleeson, an1ount ditto White ii ills road 
T I >yne, last instalment, Cochrane-street 

'' contract for repairs on ditto 
P l(enny, half last instaln1ent, Old Placentia road 
l\t1essrs Rielley, Block-makers Hall to S. River 
W \Vhelan, 2d instalment, i\quaforte to Ferry1and 
J Ryan, compensation Cape Broyle to Ferryland " _ 
R \Valsh, first instaln1ent, Bay Bulls road 
1"1 V okey, arnount of contract, Harbor G1·ace to Spaniards Bay 

ll !I.I I 
2 6 3 
8 1 8 
7 7 8 

17 19 2 
18 15 2 
30 11 10 
24 0 0 
50 15 0 
50 0 0 
l l 10 10 
4 11 4 

17 6 8 
34 13 4 
36 19 7 

3 15 3 
2 12 0 

26 0 0 
16 6 8 
23 2 3 
19 12 II 
13 0 0 
9 15 0 

25 18 8 
25 12 11 
23 4 9 
23 17 5 
12 2 8 
4 15 4 
12 8 5 
22 14 6 
26 6 8 
IO 8 9 

3 18 0 
7 2 0 

13 
55 5 

4 3 

3 
6 
4 

5 0 () 
11 11 1 
19 0 6 

7 2 4 
11 5 4 

3 9 4 
9 10 8 
6 1 4 

13 ,, 0 
12 2 8 

2 3 4 
6 I 4 
7 2 9 

28 12 0 
-----

Carried foa·ward 9869 0 9 
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Dec 12 
Brought forward ....•••. £9859 0 9 

W. \Vhelan, amt. cont.. £5 J7s J. Bealey,last inst. on do. £25 4s 2d 31 1 2 
J. Bealey, first and second ditto Carbonear to Gr~tes Cove 16 3 7 
J. Cahill, second ditto Carbonear to 1-lear ts Content 8 28 o o 

16 J. Dwyer, ditto" Quidi Vidi road 26 o o 
R. Rossiter, third ditto (,ape Broyle to Ferryland 2 o 6 
A. llossiter, ditto ditto 3 5 9 
J. C~onolly, first and second ditto St. Mary's to Sahnonier 9 36 o o 
J. ~Jaddon, last ditto White 1-Jills road 29 9 4 
M. Dea, ditto George's Pond road 27 14 8 
1\1. \Valsh, ditto Portugal Cove 1 oad 19 7 I 
l{ourke and Gladney" an1ount of contract in Belle Isle 28 12 o 
J. Neville, an1ount ditto 'fopsail road 4 6 8 
S. Kavanagh, last instalment Outer Cove road 50 .. 2() 16 o 

19 R. Fla van, first ditto (~uston1 House to Baden's 8 13 4 
S. Redrnond, second ditto Carbonear to 1--Jcarts Content 351 20 o o 
Cieri{ to (~ommissioners of St .. John's 9 o o . 
P. Russel), first instalrnent Harbor Grace to Island Cove 2 12 o 
Dawley and Walsh, second do. 18 4 o 
M. W he1an, amount ditto Caplin Bay to Ferry land 3 13 8 
B. S\veetland, compensation for ground on san1e road 6 10 o 
P. Cane,~do. 2 1 19 o 

21 \V. \V.helan, 1st inst. do. I 2 6 
P. Kelly, last ditto do, 4 0 2 
C. Flagert~·, do. do. 2 12 0 
E. Sheen, do. do. 2 .14 11 

'

lT '-""h 1 ... ~ l~ 0 , . ~ een, '~o. oo. :.'. ~ 

J. Gregory, do. do. 3 18 0 
il. S. l\Jorrey, Surveyor on ditto 3 5 1 o 

24 .J. Bo\ver, last instalrnent, Rene\vsc to Fern1eusc 7 10 9 

24 
27 
30 

31 

Dec 10 

P.Walsh,ditto 7 10 9 
P. l\ileagher do. 4 6 18 8 
l{oads, 183li; Co1nmissioners of St. John's on account of the road 

fron1 iioivrood to Placentia 5 
~· 

Roads, 1839; G. Cooke, an1ount of contract on the Outer Cove 
- road 
l\11. Power, half last instalrnent Torbay road 
E. Keefe, first instalrncnt (~aplin Bay to Ferryland 
D. Garland, continge11cies of Con1missioners at Port <le Grave 355 
M. Doyle, 1st instahnent on Bay Bulls road 
D. Walsh, last ditto rfopsail road 
Allen and Dea, ditto l)ouch Cove road 
Messrs. Rielley, arnount ditto Topsail road 
Edwards :inf} Connigan, half of last instalment on the Broad Cove 

road 
\\'-. Quigley, ditto Topsail road 7 
Byrne and lVJaher, ditto on road ti·om Carbonear to Grates Cove 
J. Hart, last ditto Rene\vse to Fermeuse 8 
T. Byrne, surveyor of the Central Board of Commissioners 
W. Haddon, general Inspector 
Eagan and Tobin, Assistant Surveyors 
~. J. Danie], Clerk 9 
M. Meany, 2d instaln1ent Carbonear to Hearts Content 

60 0 0 

4 6 8 
34 13 4 

2 5 8 
5 15 0 

5 4 0 

23 13 4 
43 2 6 

4 11 0 

21 13 4 
13 17 4 
9 4 11 
8 2 3 

41 10 0 

26 0 Q 

30 0 0 

T. S1nith, amount of do. between fJants Harbor and Hearts Content. 5 

8 10 0 

22 10 0 

13 13 " 
-------~ .. 

£10,621 3 5 
•, 

, 
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CR. 
1.839. 

July 1. By Votes remaining unpaid of 1835.6. 
Iloads and Bridges 

Ditto ditto 1836-7 
Education 

Roads 
Ditto ditto 1837-8 

Education 
.Ditto ditto l838-9 

Education . 
Roads 
Printing and Stationery 

, Gaol expenses 
Coroners 
Fuel and Ligf.t 
]{epairs of Gaols 
Incidentals 
Vote of Credit 
Special Votes 
Legislative Contingencies 

I 

175 0 0 

471 8 8 
472 10 0 

525 0 0 

650 0 0 

16250 3 6 
115 18 9 
148 3 I 

31 6 0 
9 2 9 

177 16 5 
25 8 3 

111 10 I 
950 0 0 
300 0 0 

------
£20,413 8 4 

-- w w••e &MfMl«QSAMMA IA@W M llE WP MM c a 

DR. The Treasurer in account with the Colony fort.he half year ending Jany. 1st 1840. 

Balance fi~om last statement 15,469 6 2 
Amount since received under the following heads-

Qr. ended 30th September, 1839 
23-Colonial Revenue 
23-lmperial ditto 
24-Licence J\loney 

Light Dues 
25_.:_f.,i nes 

Qr. ended January lst, 1840. 
Colonial Revenue 
Imperial ditto 
Licence money 
Light dues 

25-Excess of fees 

CR. 

Amount since paid under the following heads 
1. Cape Spear Light House 
2. Fort Amherst do. 
3. HarQor Grace do. 
4. Salaries 
5. Prosecutions 

' 6. P.rinting and Stationery 
7. G~ol expenses 

-

' 

Voted 

350 0 

460 0 . 
450 0 

Carried forward • • •• £1254 0 
... I 

£}573 2 8 
1354 19 3 

22 0 6 
185 6 6 

2 18 5 

3746 4 4 . 
1207 19 6 

687 16 8 
88 13 10 
106 2 8 

7,138 7 4 

5836 17 0 

£28444 10 6 

Paid Unpaid 
66 I 3 
11· 5 0 

98 15 0 

1575 6 0 

0 259 II 6 90 8 7 
0 124 3 6 325 16 6 

I 

0 181 J7 11 268 2 I 

0 £2316 19 1 £684 7 2 

\ 
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Voted f>aid Unpaid 

Brought for\vard •... £1254 0 0 £2316 19 1 £684 7 2 
8. Fuel and Light 200 0 0 136 13 1 63 6 ll 
9. Coroners 150 0 0 36 JI 8 114 8 4 

10. Gaol repairs 
11. The Poor 200 0 0 106 2 9 93 17 3 
12. Circuit Courts .. 500 0 0 671 2 lo 
13. Incidentals 100 0 0 28 16 4 71 3 8 

· 14. Vote of Credit 500 0 . 0 24 7 0 475 13 0 

15. Special Votes 3007 16 6 2141 6 6 866 lo 0 

16. Education 809 15 4 
17. Colonial Building 24 0 0 

18. Road and Bridge interest 327 0 0 

19. lload and Bridge loans 2075 0 0 

20. Outstanding Votes 20413 8 9 10621 3 0 9792 5 9 
21. Light Houses 543 I lo 
22. \Volves 10 0 0 

An1ount to balance. 8573 II I 

£28444 10 6 -

NE\VMAN W. HOY LES, Treasurer . 

. 
~-.~_. ..... -uz;:z-.. _..tc-ssv;r. •'?!1 "1!'·,.. '~ ~~·· .,!J ::::a l'.!-i'.• !+WJ~~': ... ~~\"!t"X!~l;'i~, ... --C~f'E»Jt:nZV!'Z:.'lllLWWWr:n:B!'litlt~WWWml:!·~Uml!l44Ml!IEE~~.:':!m.W!IC:m&A::-.---.--...nzirz ---UD'.l:..:.rww~-

DR. 
18!39. 
Oct 23 

28 

Nov. 1. 
4 
6 

15 

. Dec 31 

1840. 

LIGH1"' HOUSES. 

Con1missioners fcH· purchase of Sperrn Oil and \Vicli 1 251 18 4 
Robert Oke, salary as keeper at Harbor Grace for qr. ended 30th ult. 23 Ia o 
Ditto, allo\vanco of ~,uel 2 15 o o 
ComrnissionPrs for repairs at Cape Spear and Fort Amherst 3 78 2 3 
Keeper of (~ape Spear, salary for qr. ended lst instant 4 23 15 o 
J)o. Fort An1herst do. to 5th instant 5 . 11 6 o 
(~on1missioners for contingencies of Cape Spear and Fort" Amherst, for 

past year 6 JOO o o 
Savings Bank, interest on £310 8s. Sd. loaned to Cape Spear Light 

for six months 9 6 3 
Ditto ditto oa £ 1000 to I-Iarbor Grace Light for do. 30 o o 

• 

. . £543 I 10 
-----

CR. 
I 

, Jan. 15 Received frocn the l'ollector on account of the qr. ended 31st ult. 
28 Ditto balance of ditto 

25 11 8 
63 2 2 

454 8 0 

; · .. -.. ~.,., ...... ~~ 
r . " " ' : .. 
' - ' ....... ,..._.> .~ ... - ·~-·- ~ 

A tnp,ijil,1 to balance 

. cff>43 t 10 



• 
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DR. \VOLVES. 
]839. 

. ' --- ., .. ~ 

-

I 
I 

Nov 16 \Vm. Treanor, allowance under 3, Vic. Cap. I, for killing a Wolf 25 
24 Martin Day, do. 32 

5 0 0 

5 0 0 

1839. 

•••r.-----••••• 

CR. 
l1nperial Revenue. 

Oct. 23 Received fi·om: the Collector on account of the qr. ended 30th ult. 
1840. 
Jan 28 Ditto on acco11nt of ditto ended 31st ultimo 

, 

CR. 
Colonial Revenue. 

1839. 
Oct. 15 Received from Collector on account of qr. ended 30th ult. 

30 Ditto balance of ditto 
1840. 
Jan 14 lleceived on account of qr. ended 31st ult. 

18 Ditto balance of ditto 

LICENCES. 
1839. 
July 5. Amount received from Brigus 

6. '' Bona vista 
Nov 7. 

,, 
Twillingate 

" Trinity 
16 

,, 
St. John's 

Dec 31 
,, St. Johns ,, Ferry land 

FINES. . 
July 5 Amount received from Brigus 
Aug 23 Ditto .lionavista 

----
£10 0 0 

----

1354 19 3 

1207 19 6 

£2562 18 9 

4047 19 8 
1525 3 0 

3510 12 lo 
235 II 6 

£9319 7 0 

-----

CR. 

12 16 6 
9 4 0 

18 0 0 

41 5 0 

524 0 0 

102 6 8 
2 5 0 

-
£709 17 2 

-
CR . 

18 ll 
1 19 6 

£2 IS 5 

EXCESS OF FEES. CR. 
l ov 20 Amount received from Clerk of the Supreme Court, being for four 

years to 1st Ap1·il last £106 2 8 

I 
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APPENDIX. 27 

CUSTOMS ACCOUNTS. 

Po1·t of ST. JOHN'S,-J. M. SPEARMAN, Collector. ,, 

A Consolid~ted Account cf the Goods imported in the year ended the 5th day of January 
1840, sho\ving the A g-regate Quantities and Values of the various Articles, \Vi th the amount 
of Duty collected thereon. 

1\rticles imported. 

\Vine-videlicet. 
I 

Quantity in1ported. Value. 

Ist class . . . . . ... . • • . • • . . 168! Gallons 141 5 7 
2d ditto............... 8546~ 2015 11 8 
3d ditto • • . • • .. . . . . . • . . • 9943 1095 l4 0 
4th ditto . . . . . . . . . .. • . . . J 7193 1291 7 5 

Spirits 32210§ 3797 13 5 
Apples . 1192! Barrels 598 5 0 
Beef and Pork, salted 44,533 3 23 c\vts 98 f 30 7 6 
Bread or Biscuit 1069-16 2 21 89640 1~ 11 
l3atter 13602 1 18 40049 15 11 
Cattle, neat .......... head ......... . 
Coals 1:3018~ tons 8609 9 I 
Flour 4997'4! Barrels 72023 15 2 
Goods, \Vares and l\1erchandise, not 

otherwise enurnerated or described •..... , . . . . . . 2li29 I 9 6 3 
1-l ogs 
Horses, l\1ares, or Geldings 
Lumber 
Oatn1eal 
Ti1nber, ton, and Balk of all kinds, 

including Scantling 
Sheep, 
Shingles 
Tea 

' 

••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • •••••• 

2,7 42242 feet 
3579 barrels 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 

3978 2 I 
30'7 I 2 

618;! Tons 617 15 10 
Head '' 

1,808950 903 15 9 
2001~8 Lbs 14995 15 10 

------

Duty. 

12 8 9 
427 6 6 
379 9 3 
429 16 6 
805 6 3 

. 29 16 5 
1682 6 7i 
] 3:3(j 14 2 
1020 12 10 
• ••••••••• 
325 9 2 

1855 4 4 

6572 19 111 2 
• • • • • • • • • • 

• ••••••••• 
94 18 9 
89 6 6 

17 10 2 ,, 
30 3 0 

833 17 4 
-----

Totals £603885 19 7 15943 6 6! 

' 

Custom House, St. John's, 11th Jan. 1840. 

... ~ .... . 
' 

-----
JAMES SPEARMAN, 

Collector. 

• 

• 
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CUS'fJ-OMS ACCOUNTS • 
.., • RMI ... -

Po1~t of ST. JOHN~/S,-J. l\'1. SPE.c\Rr\1Al\I, Collector . 
. DR. 

1839 CONSOLIDATED AccouNT of Receipts and J->ayments for the year ended 5tl1 Jan. 1840 
To Out Bay balance's, viz. , 

Trinity, 10th October, 1839 . . 214 14 I 
Carbo11ear '' '' . . 28 6 3 
1-J arbor Grace " '' . .. 32 :3 11 
I jttle Bay '' '' . . 43 15 0 

Out-Bay Receipts, \1 iz. 
51h .January, 1070 I I 7 .. 1 
5th April 126 15 9 
5thJuly 1738 16 5 
10th October 881 18 6 

Proceeds of l.,ohacco, detained for under valuation • 

1840 Outstanding Bonds, 5th .January, 1839 . 
Jan. 5. J)uties on Goods i1r1ported this date . 

• 

3818 2 3l 
2:3 18 71 

2 
1043 a 5 

12125 4 3! 
N. B.-rI'he Returns from Fogo, Burin and La l>oile, 

for the Quarter ended 10th Oct. 1839, have not yet 

-
been received, and consequently the duties collect-
ed nt these places for that Quarter, are yet to be ac- . 
conntedfiJr. £17329 7 JO! 

I do hereby declare that tho a.foregoing" accounts arc just and true~ in every particular, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. JL\MES SPEAllMAN, 

· (;ustoin 1-Jouse, St. John's~ 18th Jan. 1840. (;ollector. 

1839. 
• 

CR. 
l~y Balance fro1n last year . 
Out. Bay balances, viz.-Fogo, ...... 5th July 1839 

Greenspond 10th Oct " 
.l,rinity ' ' .. 

11 arbor Grace ' ' 

J)ravvbacks 
Returned Duties 
Over Entries 
Double Entries 
Incidental i.E~penses 

Little Bay ' ' 

Salaries, viz, 
J. 1'11. Spearrnan 
Jobn R. L\'1. Cooke 
E. L. l\'.I oore 
John Canning 

• 

• 

• 

• J arnes .VJ. \Vinter, Fogo 
Lorenzo :\1oore, Greenspond 
John l~. M'Kie, Bay Bulls 
'I,homas Read, 1-Aa Poile 

Day pay Tide \Vaiters -

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 

J-\.Jlo\vances to Imperial Sub-Collectors 
Outstanding Bonds . • 

• 

• 

-

Paid Treasurer . 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vve do hc:eby certify that we have du1y audited the W. THOt\t1AS 
aforego1ng accounts, and that we have finally set- J .. t\S. POW ER, 
tled and closed the same. H. A. EMERSON, 

St. John's, Nfld. 25th Jan. 1840. Auditors. 

• 3;) 15 9 
216 I " 4fiJ 

32 3 11 
173 2 JI 
114 II 5 

. :?9 ~ .. 6 6 
-

86 6 9 
2 19 5 
0 16 9 
0 18 5 

37 4 7 

50 0 0 
150 0 0 
150 0 0 
100 0 0 

• 76 2 5 
88 15 II 
51 2 5 
76 2 11 

190 (J 4 
73 14 11 

2 
130 6 7 

15463 J5 6·~ 
4 

17329 7 101 
4 
~ 

• 

• 
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• 

STATEMENT OF THE REV~~NUli1~ . 
Collected under acts of the Imperial J>arliament for this colony during the last three years, 

ending the 5th Jauuary, 1840, enurnerating the articles pnying duty under those .. \cts. 

---- -----------

' 1837. 1838. 1839· 
Articles. Quantity. Duty. Quantity Duty. Quantity. Dutr. 

Ale and Porter-Gallons 
• 

3603 22 10 9 :-iGIO 23 ll 8 2700 22 tl 6 
Arro\Vroot -Pounds 60 () 3 11 170 I 4 I 40 0 Q -- 6 
Bacon & Hams-

,, 42643 129 8 3 4!;658 Ill 8 
... 26934 88 15 7 a 

Baskets , No. 74 2 9 ! 1 '>,-0 2 Q u 6 0 5 l - _, 
--

Bottles - 5464 16 !) •) 3098 IO JG 4 567 ., Q 11 ... - _. 

Bricks 291912 ·1- 1 ·~ 47456{) 6:3 1~3 3 313358 43 16 ll - - -. I ~ 

Broorns 145 8 17 ') :3273 11 , 9 f } 1775 11 g ,., - - - I 

Candies -l1ounds 3240 . 19 3 6 . 621 2 } ti 4 2460 4 13 7 
Cheese - - 3:3fJ0 9 6 9 17104 34 9 8 725 1 Ii l 
Chocolate - - 3037 12 7 1) 1820 f) 16 9 4001 11 I 11 
(;ider - -(jallons 11!374 46 14 •) 17606 57 14 () l058 3 16 1 ,.,,,, .,;.,,; 

Clocks - No. 5 3 12 2 8!) 21 19 8 2a 4 18 9 
Coals -Tons ,, 

~03 j' 11 () 15 I 
,, () -' 

Coffee -1->ounds 61848 174 12 10 65!10 1~0 It~ 6 43600 ] 1-.:;aa 19 IO 
Co111bs -Packages I 2 3 - 4 17 I 8 5 17 3 ·~ 
Corks -C~ross 133 l 16 4! 7 18 0 790 7 1 ~ 

Crackers -l>ounds 42 -4 It 7~) 16 10 106 15 0 
~;arthen\va re -Pacliages 

,, 
""" 2 4 5 3 I 9 8 7 4 12 3 

Eau deCologne-Bottles 76 2 6 2 300 15 0 98 0 4 6 
EO'O'S -Dozens 68 1 II 130 G 0 266 18 9 z:,e 
Feathers -Pounds 1700 2 19 8 2792 5 18 G 570 3 13 6 
Fruit -Packages 1871 39 2 I 2145 52 16 5 2477 41 13 0 
Furnit?Jre -Pieces 196 31 17 9 104G 45 5 11 1048 48 12 6 
Furs -Packages 

,., 
"" 3 5 ] 

Glass\vare -Packages 39 56 14 0 127 109 11 8 98 96 18 3 ~ 

Honey -Pounds 1310 I 18 4 986 I 13 9 207 9 0 .. 
Indigo -·Pounds 150 .. 9 10 91 2 15 0 40 I l .o D 

~1ANUF ACTURES-viz. 
Cotton -Packages 57 24 10 7 23 77 18 3 8 21 13 7 
Iron - ' 98 42 14 2 76 48 I 4 37 31 4 tl 
.Leather - ' 5 15 0 0 7 29 11 7 I 28 17 6 
Linen -- ' 5 3 12 0 1 Iti I I 3 ~2 9 
Silk - ' 17 32 l4 ·6 21 39 7 10 3 2 17 9 
Woollen - ' 171 48 1 8 17 75 5 10 6 . 9 10 9 
Molasses -Gallons 492156 2051 10 0 453924 1890 18 I 614172 2142 f) 8 
Musical ~.Instruments-No. ,, 10 4 0 0 117 64 4 11 5 8 17 2 
Oil (Olive) -Gallons 293 2 16 3 393 6 18 11 164 2 7 5 
Paintings -No. 7 6 8 11 3 7 4 7 9 3 

Carried forward ••. , .• £2856 6 41 
2 £2968 16 7 £2811 8 5 

- • .. -' 
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CUST()MS ACCOUNTS • 

. 

STATEMENT OF THE REV•}NUli~ 
Collected under acts of the ln1perial l~arliarnent for this colony dt.1ring the last throe years, 

ending· the 5th Jauuary, IS~!O, enurncrating the articles paying duty under those Acts. 

(Co11ti t1uecl.) 

M WWW 

I 

1837. 1838. 18S9· 
Article!. Quantity. Duty. Quantity Dutv. Quantity. Duty. .. 

J3rought for\vard ...... £28;}6 (i 4!. £~968 16 · 7 £2311 8 ..., 
J>aper I langings-Packnges 4 5 2 0 l 13 6 7 7 14 
I'epper -Pounds 281 i ·) .. .., 195 12 4 695 " l q.:J -"' .,J 

Pimento -- 2191 5 19 7 1906 3 J9 1 on73 4 6 ... d J 

Sausages ~o 13 2 266 ll 9 10!6 () 0 - c.1 ~ 

Seeds .. Pnckages 2 8 6 22 3 11 7 17 3 !) 

Soap, perfurned 1-:> 1 16 3 5 72 I 13 6 ... 181 I 7 • • ounus 
s p I E~ I 'I's' viz I 

flrand.r , • Gallons 12983 1791 4 10 11467 1563 14 10 7809 1080 12 
(~ordial • • 1~2 1 •') 

•J 4 IO 259 .•)·3 .....,, . 10 l 29 2 8 
G<~ncva • • 83SO 131 :3 15 5 6484 942 0 3 €097 se4 () 

Run1 245J94 6;368 2 0 172987 -9~"',,,, Q 7 l2c,7ut) 78H3 7 • • ZJ .~ t> •..) 

\'Vhiskey 1184 8S 16 0 I~,.. 4 116 I I 0 9i:)~ ,.,.1 3 • • .l -:};) '· Stationery -1->ackages 57 21 8 10 6 7 15 9 11 10 0 
Suaar ( refined)-pounds 28(} I 15 4 8,615 21 19 5 1462 39 1 :J 

lj 
...... ~ 

-(]allons 39 3 18 0 33 3 •) 3 600 12 !:;y rrup l'W 

TOB1~CCO., \Tiz: 
("'. ,1gars -No. 93719 42 4 9 4:10::0 8 18 0 5345() 8 Io 
l\'.lnnfd & Leaf -Pounds 19~122S 71 ! 4 7 ~698:JS IC86 12 8 199987 ~03 10 
rroys -Packages 49 20 18 3 :17 '> ,> J I 42 14 9 -"¥ 

~l'urpentinc (spirits)-(;alls. 92:~ 11 18 8 1 "3-'' 15 3 2 719 9 16 -· -" 

'
1inegar -Gallons 362 3 9 1 1 ·~6 ... 8 l:j 10 693 G 17 ~ ~ 

\Vines -Gallons 31422 543 8 6 45439 575 5 5 30291 462 5 
-

£13804 15 3i £13312 9 8 £14116 14 
-

JAMES SPEARlVIAN, 

<11 uston1 House, St. John's, March 3d, 1840. 

, 
'· ' 

Collector. 

• 

5 
2 
9 
8 
ll 
4 
4 

J l 
0 
0 
l 
3 
I 
4 
,_. 
~ 

0 
9 
5 
4 
5 
I 

8 
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STATElllENT 
Of the expenditure of the sum of £5000, voted by the I1nperial .Parliament, (in the year 

1835) in aid of this Colony. 

Salary of the Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court for the two 
years ending 31st 1'1arch, 1836. 

B. G, Garrett, Esq. late Clerk of S. C. Court-difference he
t\veen rate of salary voted by the L~egislature, and his 
former rate cf salary (from Ist April to 31st Dec. 1835) 

Gratuity to the representatives of the late John llroon1, Esq. 
Grat u it y t <> \ V i JI i a n1 I> hi par d , In t e l-1 i g h (~on st ab I e 
Outstanding debt for Stationery supplied the Secretary's Of-

fice in the years 1826 and 1827 .. 

Remains unappropriated 

Secretary's Office, 12th rvlarch, 1840. 

... 

1000 0 0 

108 16 3 
360 0 0 

50 0 0 

79 16 11 1598 13 2 

3401 6 lo 

cf5000 0 0 
-----

t 

~~A'l!*'l'\ZUZ+N.:c:v1»,._..mt;y:;_.~~~s::-~~~~'!f:'11'~.m--~·.-~~~'!t!?J'!J~'l:"·~~~lt" ::!E..<ZISL:a:o:.-:z:;-,.-.... ~-;-w~ -..... .... _.. --- .... , .. ____ ..... .,. ~ 

A DE1~J-\ l L~~D §"l~.-\ 1~r~l\·IENT 
Of a!l Fees Receivcn by }:i~n"\VAR n !VJ. l1RCIIIBALD as Clerk of the Supreme and Central 

C~ircuit Courts during the tin1e he h:is held that Office. 

l~cceived bct\VPen the 1st day ofr'\pril, r\. D. 18:35, and tr"e lstdayof April 1839. 

Fees on tho reg:stration of Deeds, Leases, \\/ill~, &c. 
[)it to d i t ~ o of G r a n 1 s 
lf)i t to ditto i>roba tes of ~l i l!s and Letters of Adrninistrat ion 
Ditto on the issuing of Process, and of every other description \vhatever on 

plea side of the Supreu1e and Central Circuit ( _'ourts 

f>aid for printed blank forms of Process £64 2 4 
1\nnual allowance out of fees, 4 years, £800 0 0 

Balance paid into the hands of the Colonial Treasurer 
• 

280 19 9 
37 7 10 

274 12 7 
the 

377 6 lo 

£970 7 0 

864 2 4 

£106 4 8 
-----

' ~ 

lleceived bet\veen tho 1st day of April, 1839, and the 18th day of February, 1840 . 

. Fees on registration of Deeds, Leases, Wills, &c. 
· Ditto ditto ditto of Grants 
Ditto do. Probates of \V ills and Letters of Adn1inistration 
Ditto do. the issuing of Process and of every other description whatever on the 

plea side of the Suprerne and Centr~l Circuit Courts. 

30 2 11 
5 18 8 

61 12 7 

76 i8 0 

£174 12 2 
--·· s 

ED\V ARD M. ARCHIBALD. 
St. John's, Februa1·y 18, 1840. 

... 
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A RETURN 
Of Fines and Forfeitures irnµosed by the hon. the Northern Circuit Court during the years 

1838-39, and \vhich were received by the High Sheriff. 

4 ' GLW WWWZCWWWWWWtiWJS* '' rp •1 »az;mawww ..... aw * 4f w:t_MWffi#- •J!'aat•• ------------------------=--....,,;..._.;;.__---==----=-------
To whorn For what 

Date Natnes · Occasion Amt. paid year 
received 

I 1838. Sept. 22d G. Narrowmore M isden1eanor I 0 0 l,ol. Sec. 1838 
2 October 9th Jas. Lush Ditto 4 6 8 Ditto Ditto 
3 December Bth A. '"f hoomey Retg. Spirituous Liquors 7 lo o Ditto 1839 
4 Francis Lynch Ditto 7 10 0 Ditto Ditto 
6 Wrn. Brown Ditto 7 10 0 Ditto Ditto 
6 1839. May 31st 1T. Dunford Ditto 7 10 0 Ditto Ditto 
7 September 21st W. Goodger Assault and Hattery 2 0 0 Ditto Ditto 
8 October 1st w-. Curren Ditto 2 0 0 Ditto Ditto 
9 May 31st Pat. Power Perjury 10 0 0 1840* 

REMARKS. 

*To be paid on the usual annual Return being made out for 1840 . 
. _ B. G. GARRETT, Higlt Sheriff. 

St. John's, 6tl1 April, 1840 . 

• 

• • 



• 

A RETURN. 
Of all Fines, flenalties and Forfeitures i1nposcd by P. \V. Carter and Charles Sirnrns, Esqs. Police iVJngistrates, and the An1ount 
levied or received, for the year ending 30th June;, 1839,-an<l a similar l{eturn from that period to.the 12th ult, February, 1840. 

.. c·. . - --· · .. ~ ...... y..._,,,.. --t.t;• ·~ ~ ¥ :'\,) .. ;,_;:1~ ...... · ......... _ •• ...,\-, ..... .._!;t' .... • .... •• "'~" .. -.. < .. ( ., • .. ' .. • • O ... ·r • :~:·~ . • ..... : ......... o .~- • ~~ ~ ..... ;.. • ·'t~· ~.· .... .-;F ~ - :.:"'• •w, .. •• ,: •• , • .;J...;/ .• -~""":"·· t. ;,. _., • ·, ')(.y.1° .. ~'fl:":.:"t.!,~.J "'? • - - ~ ~·; "r.· 
------~- - ------ -~ ......._._ ___ --------

Informers' 
Date. Party Fined. Offence . Fine share Co~ts Crown share ltemarkJ. 

·...;.------------------------·-----..-.-----------·-------- ·-------

IH38. , £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s.- d £ s. d. 
I ·: 

l 

July 5th 'l'·homas l\tl u Jlo y ...... Breach of Nu is. t\ ct. 3·, \\i . 4, en p 8 0 5 0-0 0 0-·0 0 0-0 . 5 0 Paid 
31st ·John lVJarshall 1 ••••••• Assaulting I•:reanor Cu1nmin~, Irnpl 

~ - Act 9, Geo. 4th, cap. 31-Ser. 27 0 1 0-0 0 0-0 0 0--0 1 0 Ditto 
Aug. 8th lVilliam Murphy ....... Assaulting D. 0'L\1ara, ln1p. Act 0 1 0-0 0 0-0 0 0-0 I 0 Ditto 

14th ~James Brine ........... Ditio Thotnas Osborne I n1pl. Act 0 5 0-0 0 0-0 0 0-0 5 0 Ditto 
Oct 11th 1"'hornas Blake ......... Breach of 4, \'7 rn. 4, cap. 9. 2 IO 0-1 5 0-0 0 0-0 I 5 Ditto 

29th ,.fimothy Hegan ....... Assaulting ~I. Joice, lmpl. . .\ct ') 0 0 Pauper, no levy """ 
Nov. 9th 'Ja1nes Walsh .. · ..••••. Assaulting E. l)o\ver, Impl. Act 2 0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0-2 0 0 Pa.id 

28th ~' T. & J .. Wilkins ..... ·~ Do. John f~rien, lmpJ. 1\ct 2 0 0 F Minors, Father paid costs ' 

Dec. 6th Patric){ Kir"'ick· ....... Malicious ~VJ ischict~ J\ct 7· and 8, Suffered 2 n1onths impri-
Geo. 4, cap. :JO 2 0 o . sonment as per sentence. • -

1839. 
Jan. -. 2d W rrL Gallishue. ·: .. Assaulting James C. Lilly and others 

Imperial Act ') 0 0-:-0 0 0-0 0 0-2 0 0 Paitl ""' 
14th Mi I es lVJ a rt in .• ·., . . . Ditto Mary Mc Doug a J, Imp J. r\ ct 1 0 0 Suffered 2 weeks imprist. 

April 1st , i\. Robinson .••••• Drunkenness 0 l 0-0 0 0-0 0 0-0 1 0 Pai cl 
20th Miles Martin •. .,' •.• Assaulting John l~an1ey, IrnpJ. Act 2 J() 0-1 - 1 5 Paid n 0-0 0 o-o 
'27th Henry Supple. ~ .... Assaulting G. 13urton, I tnperial ,Act 5 0 0 . Suffered 2 months impris. 

May 3d Mi-(·hael Daify ..••. Breach of ;\c~t 3d, \\'tn. ·4, cap. 8 0 5 0-o 0 o-o 0 o-o 5 o ·· Paid 
I 

£7 8 Stg. 

P.· W. CARTER, 
Justice Peace. ,.. i'"'" •• . 

~. • A I . 
, 

' 

,. 

>} 

. 
• • i 
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.... 

,, 

Date. 
18:l9. 

July 17th 
31st. 

Aug. 14. 
Sep. 17. 
O_ct.- 8 

12 . . 
" 
26. 
28 
3l 

Nov, 4th 

6tl1 
1~1th 

16th 
20th 

25th 
26th 

Dec 21 
26 

1840 
Jan. 31 
Feb II 

# 

From 1st July, 1839, to the 12th l~ebruary, 1840. 
• 

Party Fined. Offence. Fine. 
Informer's 

share. Costs. 

John Smith ... ~ .• Assulting W n1. Walsh, I 1nperial 1\ ct 2 0 0-1 0 
Anthony .Feehan ... Breach of 3 W. 4, cap. 8 ..... ~ ... 0 5 0--:;-!) 0 
Roger Flahavan ... Breach of 3 W. 4, cap. 8~. . . • . . . . . 0 5 0-0 0 
James Walsh .... ·.~Assaulting Ja1nes Harley, In1.pr .. .\ct: 2 0 0-1 0 
Moses Neill.· . ~!·"·/Ditto 1 'fhon1as Murray, do. 3 0 0-1 10 
John Gibbons .... -. <·Ditto ·John Ro\ve, do. , · l 0 0-0 0 
George Cook ....• Ditto Michael Brine, do ...... 0 10 0-0 0 
Edward: Barry .. : ~Breach of .License i-\ct, 3d Vic ...... 7 0 0-l) 0 
(~harles Loughlan.Breach of License Act, 3d Vie ..... 7 0 0-3 10 

0-0 0 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 
o-O o 
o-o 15 
o-o 0 

• 
Crown·share. 

0-1 .. o. __ o 
0-0 5 0 
0-0 5 0 
0-1 0 0 
0-1 -10 0 . 
0-1 0 0 
0-0 10 0 
o-o o o 
o-2 15 o 
o-1 o o John Dunphy ..•• t\ssaulting Joh11 Thorney, l1np1~ Act. '] 0 0-0 0 

OliverCurren. : . .•. ·Breach .ofAct 3 W. 4., cap. 8 .... '.
1

() 5 0-0 0 
Wm Morrissey ..•. Assaulting Henry Andre\vs, Im. Act I 0 O~O 0 

0 o-o 5 0 o-o 
G-0 
0-0 0 D Wadron & tJ Mudge .. Ditto W. 1:ideman ...... -... 5 each 0-0 0 

Cpar·les Lot!ghlan-,Open house :during divine service .. 0 10 0-0 5 
James Kirw.an .. ·Assaulting Michael 'Vade, .Im. Act. 1 0 077""90 10 
Thomas Whelan .. Breach of License ·act, and harbor-

o-o 
o-n 

0 o-o 0 0 

0 

0 

o-o , Q 0 

o--o 5 0 

o-o 10 0 

Paid 
Ditto 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Remarks. 

No property. 
flaid 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Suffered 14 days impris. 
Suffered 2 n1onths impr· 
Paid 
Paid 

poring a deserter, 5 & 6 W 4 cap. 19 5-10 ......... 7 O 0-3 10 o-o 12 6-2 17 ~ 6 Paid . . 

Jan1es Clooney .... Breach of License Act ....... ~·~. -.~. 2 
John M 'Gui re Di t to d i t to . • . • . • . . . . . ~· . . . . . . . . I 
Patrick F I ood - ' Ditto ditto • • • . .• . . -• ~ • • • ,~ • • ~· • • • • 2 
John Shel1y , Ditto ditto ..•........•......... 2 
Michael Daily Ditto ditto ..................... ·. 1 
John Culleton Ditto ditto ...................... 2 
John Dunn I\ssauJting Eleanor Quinlan, Im Act 3 
Daniel Byrne Ditto John tvJ 'Lenan .•• ~ .......... 0 
John Walsh Ditto ~arah Leary ............•.. 2 
Daniel Berrigan Ditto John Downey · 1 
Michael Brine Ditto Mary M'Dougal.. 1 

... 

• 

0 0-0 0 o-o o o-=---o o o · No property 
O 0--0 10 o-o o o-o 10 o Paid 
0 · 0-1 , 0 e-o o o-o 7 o Ditto, not a111evied 
0 0-1 0 o-o o o-o 10 o Ditto, not all levied 
0 0-'-0 IO o~o o o-o ,JO o Ditto 
0 0-1 () o_o o o-1· o o Ditto 
0 0--0 0 o_o o o-o o o Suffered I month irnpri. 
5 0--o o o_o o o-o o o Suffered I 'veek's iinpri. 
0 0--o o o~o o o-o o o Suffered 6 weeks in1pri. 
0 0--o o -o_o o o- l o o flaid 
0 0--o o o o o o-o u o Suffered 2 weeks impri. 

£16 19 6 

P. W. CAR_TER, 
Justice Peace. 

~ 

,,,. 

~ 
~ 

> 
~ 
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tt-1 
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0 ...... 
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ACCOUNT SALES 
Of S\vine seized, conden1ned and sold under the Colonial Act 5, \Vm. 4, Cap, 8, Secs. 10 

and 12, for the year ending 30th June, 1839, and thence to the 12th February, 1840e 

, 

No SEIZURES OF SWINE OR FORFEITURES DURING THE YEAR ENDING 30th JuNE, 1839. 

•axss o; ae;w .... m-e:tti= •ww:et ##!lL&>::::ue *'" & M>JS*titi*MH!:E!!IL .. r...,,::m:;wa:ae.aaa · ' ZAIW N* ft¥ w11;gg1 e;r;ct 

Seizing officers 
Date. Purchaser. Price. share. Costs Crown Share. 'Remarks. 

. - . - --------·------·-r 
~-:.: ...... I -~-v-~ ... ~:-o,~ ..... ..,;"7.,.~~~'"'-' d·:.- ._,..;.:.........._< g.~~ .. .;~":;-m':E"' _...... 1"".:::s:::ii::::. ,.... "?II"'.~ - • -...--~--- •. ,____ ,. : ,,,,, ,. 25:; Z! •• 

1839. £ s. d. £ s d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
August 5th .. Lieut. Skinner, R.V.C ... I o o o IO o o 6 8 3 4 

'' " .. Ditto 15 o 7 6 6 5 I I 
Sept. 2nd · .. John Eales 1 IO o 15 o 7 2 7 10 

" " .. Ditto 7 o 3 6 3 10 
1840. 
Feb. 10th .. Edward Tobin 

" " .. John Flood 
I 10 o 

15 0 

15 0 

7 6 
9 8 
8 11 

, 

4 

£5 17 £2 18 6 £2 2 8 £ 17 7 Currency 
less I 9 

0 15 10 DuetheCrown · 

P. W. CARTER~ J.P. 
~-~!EAF;!llilltn~S---=-l!l!l!a ·-!ICIW~•.1:'!]'jtiliiiLf~rmmn:arn~t30lifall!D:~~J. OJa~:Y>tM &AISS5 1Pl&MP3¥-%MMA*' SM4*MIMWS!fiWfM£WSWUC £1?6 ..... 0 
,,.,..__ ___ ,,__ -...--~------· ... '---------------------~ 

RETURN 
Of the number of Certificates relative to the killing of Wolves, presented to the Colonial 
Secretary, between the 14th day of S(_lptember, 1839, and the 3d day of J~nuary, 1840, as 

required by the L\ct 3 \1ic, cap. 1, sec. 3. 

Certifying Magistrate. 

No. 
..Name. 

1. Benjarnin Sweetland 

2. Ditto 

Res iclcnce. 

Tril1ity. 

ditto 

Party claiming reward. 

Name · Residence. 

William Tavener Trinity 

• 

Benjamin Day Salmon Cove, 
Trinity Bay 

JAMES CROWDY, 
Cownial Secretary. 

I 
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DESPATCHES 
FR01'1 TH·E 

SF_'.:CRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 

DESPATCH 
Relative to the remuneration to the Collector of the Customs for collecting tho 

{C;opy .] 
No. 9 

S1n,-

· Colonial l~evenues. 

Downing Street, 
2d Nov. 1839. 

I transmit, here\\1ith .. fur your infvr1nation and guidance, \Vith reference to your despatches 
No. 59 of tho 29th October, aud .No.68 of the 1st December last, a copy of a Jetter fi·om the 
Secretary to the IJords Con1missioners of Her ~1ajesty's Treasury, containing their Lord
ships' decision in regard to the grant to the Collector of Custon1s at ~t. John's, Newfound
land, of an additional rernuneration_fi;r the collection by hin1 of the duties imposed by 
local acts. 

Governor t>rcscot t, 
&c. &c. 

[Copy.] 

Sir 
' 

- --- --------- -

I ha vc the honor to be, 
Sir, 

'\ ... our most obedient servant, 
. . 

[Signed] J. RUSSELi~ 

Treasury Chamber!il, 
29th October, 1839. 

With reference to your letters of 18th Oece1nber 1838, and 12th January 1839, on the 
subject of Remuneration to the Collector of Customs, N'~"vfoundland, for the collection of Co
lonial duties, and to the act of the Legislature of that Colony, submitted in your Letter of 
the 27th l\1arch last, I have it in comn1and fron1 the Lords Cornn1issioners of Her Majesty's 

· ~Treasury to request you will state to Lord John llussell, that as the remuneration of £50 
per annum, for the collPction of Duties imposed by Colonial Enactments, in addition to such 
part of the Salary of £800 par annun1 already reoeived by the Collector as \Vas assigned to 
him in consideratio11 of the Services he has been called upon to perform for the Colonial Go
vernment, \Vas proposed by the I-louse of Asse1nbly, \Vho \Vere cognizant of the nature 
and ext.ent of the extra labour and responsibility devolving on that ()fficer in respect of the 
collection of the colonial duties, my Lords have seen no reason to dissent from that propoisition 
or to suggest any direction for the issue to the Collector, of any portion of the further amount 
of £150, which tad been placed in <leposit to a'h·ait their l,ordship's decision. 

My Lords have therefore apprized the Commissioners of Custorns that they are pleased 
to authorise and appro'r"e oft he ernployrnent of the Collector at St. John's, Newfoundland, in 

• 

,; 
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the collection of the a<lditional Colonial duties, to \vhic11 the correspondence het\veen that 
Officer and t.he (ioverno:- of the Colony had reference, and to sanction his receiving the re
muneration \vhich the :\ssetnbly had proposed to assign to hin1; and my Lords have also · 
signifit'd to the Comtnissioners their desire thnt the (~ollP.ctor may be apprized that any fu .. 
tnre application fi:H· hi~ assistance, or that of the other officers of his departtnent, in the coJ
Jection of Colonial dutie~, or in carrying into effect other Colonial enactn1ents, should be 
submitted to the Cornn1issionr~rs of Customs, in order that the directions of this board· may be 
given tr.ereon, and that the)' should not be made the subject of discussion bet\veen the Col
lector and the local authorities. 

I a1n, &c. 

Jas: Stephen, Esq., &c. &c. ,, 
\ 

(Signed) . 
G. J. PENNINGTON, 

Pro. Sec'y. 

DESPATCH 
Relative to the re111nnerntion voted for tho Collector of the Customs-and the salaries of the 

Clerk. and Sergcant-at-t\ rn1s appointe·d by the Crown. 
[Copy. J Davvning Street, ~ 
r~ 0. 1 ;) . 1 0th .. J all • 18 4 0. s 

~IR,-I have to ackno\vledge the receipt of your despatch No. 59, of the 13th Novem
ber, in vvhich, referring to your despatches, No's 59 and 60, of the 29th and 30th Oct. 1838, 
yuu request to be fu rnishe<l \Vit h instructions in regard to the appropriation of certain sulns 
of tnoney voted hy 1 he (~olonial L.egislat ure for the Collector of C:uston1s, and the Clerk~ and 
Sergeant at A rrns oft be 11 ouse of 1\ssemhly, \vhicl1 arc now lying in the Colonial 'lrreasurJ', 
U\:Vai I ing the decision of the Secretary of State. 

I ha \7 e to acquaint you in repJ_y that the despatch No. 59, appears to have been referred 
by Lord GIPnelg, on thfl 18th Dec. 1838., to the Lords Co1nn1issioners of the rl~reasury, \Vhose 
r.ns'vvcr to that reference is dated 29th Oct. last, and \vns comn1unicated to you for your in
forn1ation and guidance, in n1y despatch, No. 9, of tho 22d Nov. 'l-,hat co111n1unication \Vill 
have adjusted the quPstion regarding the (_'ollector of C~ustorns to which you refer. 

'i'he dPspatch, No. 60, of the 30th October, 1838, appears to have been ans\vered by Lord 
G I en e f g· 's des p n t ch of I 0 r h Jan. I g:39, l'~ o . 2 :3 7, in \V hi ch h is l., o rds hip an no u n cc d her 1\1 a
j est y 's decision to retain the (~l(lrli and Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Assembly in the 
position to \Vh~ch they had been appointed by the Crown, Lord Glenelg does not indeed 
appear to have stated in express tertns that the n1oney voted conditionally by the Assembly 
for their remuneration \ras to be paid-but his despatch on the subject \Vas obviously writ
ten \Vith that intention-nor car1 there be any good reason for withholding the required pay .. 
mcnt. I have, &c. 

(Signed) 
J. ltUSSELL. 

Captain Prescott, R. N. C. B. 

, DESPATCH 
Relative to certain .. ~cts passed in 1838, and desiring tn kno\V the intentions of the 

Legislature as to amending the Act l Vic., Cap. 4. 

[Copy.] Downing S freet, ~ 
No. 14. . 6th Dec. 1840. 5 

S1a,-Of the series of Acts passed by the Legislature of N e\vfoundland i11 their Session of 
, 1838, there remain five upon which the final decision of her Majesty has not yet been ·com• 
municated. 

/ 
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·I h!t.ve now the honor to transrnit to you an order passed by her l\lajesty in Council, on 
the 15th ultimo, leaving Caps. 2, 6, 7, & 8, No's. 89, 93, 94, 95, to their operation. 

The Act, (cap. 9,) i~o. 96, for declaring the value of the dollai, and making it a legal 
tender i11 the Island, is objectionable, so far as regards debts \vhich shall hereafter accrue 
and subsist, such provisions being contrary to the intent of her ~.Jajesty's order in Council of 
the 7th Sept. 1828, relating to the sterling value at which the dollar should pass current in 
the West Indies and An1?.r~can colonies. · 

1.,11is act, therefore, \Vhich has a suspending clause, cahnot receive her Majesty's con
firn1ation. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to rcn1ind you that the act, cup. 4, of the Session of 1837 
has not yet been an1ended. The objections to this act, \Vhich \Vere stated by Lord Glenelg, 
in his despatch, No. ISi, of 23rd May, 18:38, are too important to allo\V of its receiving her 
l\1ajesty's assent, and I request, therefore, to bn infor1ned whether it is the intention of the Le
gislature to amend it in the inanner sug·gested by his Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
[~ignerlj J. RUSSELL. 

[Copy.] 
( L. S~j At the Court at \'Vindsor, the 15th Nov. 1839. 

PRESENT, 
-TIIE QUEEN1S MOST EXCELLENT lUAJESTY, 

JtifARQUIS 0}, }']' OP..:tlANnY, VISCOUNT p ALllll~RSTON, 
.LORD CnAMEEH.I"'AIN, V1scouNT MELBotrRNE, 

EARL OF AI~BERJUAltLE, v ISCOUNT EBRINGTON, 

.EARL 011, EnRO:JLl.. MR. LABOUCIIERE. 

V\Thereas the Governor of her 1\ilajPsty's Island of Ne,vfoundland, \Vith the Council and 
..r'\ssembly of the said Island, (~id" in the rnonth of October, 1838, pass four Acts, which have 
been transrnitted, entitled hs foHo\vs, viz.: 

No. 89. An act for granting to her l\1lajPsty certain duties on Goods, Wares, and 1'1er
chandize, irnported into this Colony and its dependencies. 

No. 93. An act for the regulation of 1.,ilots, and the Pilotage of Vessels at the Port of 
St .• John's. 

No. 94. /-n.n act to preserve the Harbor and Roadsteads of Newfoundland and its depen
dencies from nuisances and obstructions. 

No. 95. An act to further an1end an act to regulate tl1e packing and inspection of Pick
led Fish for exportation fi"om this Island. 

And \vhereas the said acts have been referred to the co1nmittee of the Lords of her t\1ajes
ty's rnost honorable Privy Council, appointed for the consideration of all rnatters relating to 
trade and foreign plantations. And the said corumittee have reported as their opinion to 
her Majesty that the said acts should be left to their operation. Her Majesty was therefore 
this <lay pleased, by and lvith the advice of her Privy Council, to approve the said report. 

'Vhereofthe Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander-in-Chief for lhe time being 
of l1er Majesty's Island ofNe'''foundland, and all other persons whorn it may concern, are to 
take notice and govern themselves accordingly. 

The Governor of Ne\vfoundland, 
· (Signed) C. GREVILLE. 

. DESPA1~cu RE.LATIVE TO TllE BLUE BOOK. 
. [CopJ.] Downing Street, 26th Dec. 1839 . 

.. S1a,-I have the honor to submit to you three sets of Blue Books for the years 1839, 
181110 6~1i'){'d 184'.1! 

":i-v") .......... A -.1. ~ 
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Each set consists of five copies. The original and duplicate copies are to be returned, 
when filled up, to this office. One copy is to be retained by yourself, and the two remain

. ing copies are to be laid before the Council and Assembly. 
Should any additional nun1ber of particular blank returns be \Vanted 1· shall be happy ~o 

forward them, upon receiving an intin1ation of the nun1ber of sheets required. 
,.fhe importance of having these books correctly filled up and protnptly returneci has been 

frequently d\velt upon in the despatches of rny (>redecessors; and I arr1 happy to acknowledge 
that with regard to many colonies the returns are very efficient. 

I have only therefore to request, that if in the colony under your Government any impedi
ment should exist to the accurate performance of this dut.y by the Colonial Secretary, you 
will use your utn1ost endeavours to remove t.he difficulty,so tbat the "original'' tnay be trans
mitted to this office as soon after the close of each year as possible. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

J. RUSSELL. 
Captain Prescott, I~. N ., C. B. 

'*** +wwwea• W aNIUW*+&J:P '*ht't!li™2il!:i!5SJC;;;: at w r A wa&&WWWW!C'.?lt ww•ws+;ti >.:s»J!!'.W1E<&'i..'~&--:ve«wwt ¥1 w "'* 11 ™™ a• WSF315JS& rt 

Miscell~neous ·Despatcl1es. 

[(~opy. J 
No. 21. Do,vning Str~et, 9th Feb. 1840. 

S1R,-I transmit to you herewith copy of a communication from 1\'Jr. Justice Brenton, 
suggesting an arrangen1ent by which, as her l\Iajesty's Governtnent have not the n1eans of 
providing hin1 with a pension, he may be enabled to retain the offi~e, and at the same time 
be relieved fron1 the duties of a Judge. 

I have declined acceding to Nlr. Brenton's proposition, feeling myself precluded from 
granting indirectly that \\'hich could not be effected expressly and avo\vedly. The result is, 
that the Go\'ernment being unable to secure him a retirement, Mr. Brenton is compelled to 
~emain on the N evvfoundland Bench, although nearly incapacitated from his age and grow
ing_ infirmities fi·orn executing his judicial functions. This is a result much to be regretted, & 
which cannot f~il to be prejudicial to the public. ...fhe remedy, however, is not in the hands 
of her l\'Jajesty's Government, and the colony itself must determine '"hether their interests 
would not be benefitted by enabling Ylr. Brenton, from Colonial funds to retire fron1 the ser
vice. I should have left the question \Vithout further remark, but feeling its great in1port
ance as regards the principle which it involves, I consider it right to instruct you to direct 
the attention of the Colonial Legislature to the subject, pointing out to them that the effect 
of not enabling the Crown to grant retiring· pensions to the Judges will be, that such func
tion~ries will remain on the bench after they are disabled, to the injury of a branch of the 
service, than which there is none \ivhich it is more essential to the interests of the community 
t~ keep in a st<;tte of efficiency. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

Governor Prescott, &c. &c. &c. 
J. RUSSELL~ 

.. 

.. 
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[Copy.] 

:\1 y Lo;·d,-- -
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, 

123, Pall Mall, 
24th January, 1810. 

I have had the honor to receive the con1munication \Vhich . rv1 r. R. ,, ernon Srnith \Vas di
rected by your I ,ordship to n1ake to me, of yo.ar Lordship's being con1pe1Ied fi)r the -reasons 
th·erein f;tated to decline con1p1 ying \vi th. my request, that I n1ight. be recomrnendP.d to the 
Lords Cornn)issioners of the rrreasury for a flarliamentary Grant of a retiring pension, fi.>r 
my judicial services in N evvfoundiand. 

Deeply regretting as I do your Lordship's deter1nination on this suhject, as effectually 
closing the door to the only source from \vbich in this country I could hope to obtain that 
retiren1ent so indispensable to n1y <'ncrensing infit'triities and advanced age, I cannot but 
still indulge the hope that the peculiar circumstances and hardship of n1y case \viii incline 
your l .... ordship to a favourable consideration of any mode I can suggest by \Vhich JljY object 
of retire111ent rnay he accon1plished, \Vithout prPjudice to the public service, and \Vithout 
any additional burlhen upon the Revenue of this Kingdon1. 

The House of Assembly of Ne\vfoundland having refused to accede to the recolnmenda
tion of the I-Ion1e (~overnn1ent fiJr granting to me a retiring pension, and having resolved 
'' That it ought not to he ea lied upon to provide pensions fiJr cfficers \vhose sc.rv ices \Vere 
nerfor1ned for the Parent Governn1ent before the estab·Jishrnent of the Loca I l ... eQislatu re, and s •.J 

that a pension to a retiring officer must be paid out oft he £6550 reserved fi>r the salaries 
of the .Judges and other officers," I respectfully suhmit to your Lordship that a provision 
may in part be made for 111e conforrnably to this opinion of the 11ouso of Assernbly fron1 out 
of this Cclonial Fund, lo \vhich the . .\ssen1b1y has_ refi~rred, by allowing rne to rcn1ain in 
England as Jong C!S the duties of 1ny office are satisfactorily discharged by the person np· 
pointed by the Governor for that purpose, and until the House of Asseinbly shall think fit 
to grant to me a cornpetent retired allo\'rance. 

I 

But as your Lordship w i II, I think, ad ru it that the one ha 1 f of my sn 1 a r y ( £ 7 00) \V hi ch a f-
t er the usual deductions for C:on1n1ission, Exchange, &c. &c. arnounts, when ren11tted to n1e, 
to little rnore than £3DO, \Vould be an inadequate co111pensation for t\velve years arduous 
service in a climate like that of Ne\vfoundland, I trust your Lordship may he 'lisposed and 
\vould feel yourself \Varranted to g1-0nt to 1ne, in addition to rny half salary, the yearly su111 
of £200 from another Colonial Fund at your .Lordship's disposal, viz. the Ilents of ( ,'rown 
Lands and Ships' rooms, on which fund pensions have heretofore been granted by your 
Lordship's predecessors in office, and \\1hich has al\vays been considered as a fund altoge· ~ 
ther applicaule to Colonial purposes. 

Should your Lordship lend a fc'lvourahle ear to this snggestion, I feel assured that this 
mode of providing a retired allo\vance for me out of (,,olonial Funds solely, n1ight he adopted 
without establishing a precedent injurious to the revenues of the Kingdom, or \vhich could 
be deemed in any way prejudicial to the public interests. 

The Right Hon. 
Lord John Russell. 

I have, &c. 

[Signerll 

.. 

r: 

. E. B. BRENTON~ 



[Copy.] 
No. 22. 

Sir- . 
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Downing Street, ~ 
12th Feb. 1840. S 

I traustnit here,vith for your information and guidance, a copy of a correspondence with 
the Post Office relative to the transfer of the control of the Post Office in Newfoundland to 
the Post lVIaster General, and the appointn1ent of a fit person to fill the office of Poit · 
Master. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

. Captain _Prescott, R. N. C. D. 

[Copy.] 

J. RUSSELL . 

, 

General Post Office~ 
1st Feb. 1840. 

:Sir,--- . 
I am ~on1manded hy the l~ost l\'Jaster General to transmit, for the inforn1ation of Lord 

John Russell, the accompanying copy of a letter -fi·om the Board of 'l'reasury, with its enclo
sure .. relative to arrangernents to be made for the conveyance of the mails bet\veen l·lalifax 
and S( .• John's, N·ewf(>undland: and I arn directed by his Lordship to state that he is pre
pared, in conforn1ity \vith the \Vishes of the · Lords of the 1 .. reasury, to assume the control of 
the J->ost Office in N ewi(>undland. 

It \vas bis I ,ordship's intention to have consulted \Vith (_,ord John Russell as to the nomi
nation, through the (;overnor, of some proper person ·on the spot, to have filled the situation 
of J>ost 1\ 'laster, hut having received an applica!ion frorn ~1r. W. L. 6olomon, the son of t~e 
fi.>rme1· ("olonial Post :\i'laster, lately deceased, who states that he is recommended by the 
principal authorit.i,~s and inhabitants, the ~)ost J\'.laster General is disposed, if Lord .John 
Russ~ll concurs, to appoint ~Jr. Solornon to the office of Post .1''1aster, subject to the appro
val of the Guvcrnor. 

His Lordship requests t<) be informed what salary has hitherto b~en attached to the situ· 
ation of Colonial l'ost ,\iJaster in Ne\vfoundland. 

,. I have, &c . 
. 

[Signerll 
TllOSI LAWRENCE. 

[Copy.] I 1» Treasury Chambers, 
. . , . 7th January, 1840. 

My Lord,-- ~.. . · . - · · 
I have it in command from the Lords Commissioners of. the Treasury to transmit for your 

informatiou, extract of the conditions Rubmitted to this Board by the Lords of the A• mi
ra lt y, so far as is necessary to ex plain the proposed a rrangerncnts fur the conveyance of Post 
Offic~ mails between Ha1ifax and St. John's, N e\vfoundland. 

At the same ti1ne, I have to a·cquaint your l ... ordship, th,.at 111y- Lords have.also notified the 
conteinplated arrangement to the Secretary of State; and . I have to request that you will 
con1municate \Vith the Secretary of State on t~e. s·teps it may be proper to take with a view 
to the appointment of some public officer at St. John's to receive and despatch the 1nails 
from and to Halifax, and who should be respon~ible to~the ·Post Master General in respect 

-: •. .. \ 
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of the performance of the duty in question, and of· any Packet postage payable on the letters 
deiivercd into his charge. 

• 

The Post iv.Jaster General. 

I a1n, &c . 
(Signed) 

G. J. PENNINGTON, 

Extract _fro1n tlie C'ondifions. 

One of sDch vessels so equipped and n1anned shail be ready to leave Halifax, N. S. with . 
!I. fVJ. mails and despatches \Vit bin 2,4 hours after· the arrival at that Port from England of 
ench of the niail stearn vessels, about to be ernployed under a contract \Vi th S. (junard, Esq. 
of l-Jalif:.1x, N. S., \vhich latter are intended to arrive at lialifax fron1 i~ngland t\vice in 
each calendar n1o:nth, cornrnencing in the beginning of June 1840. 

l"he said vessel is to proceed 'vith all possible despatch to St. John's, Nelvfoundland, and 
there dcl iver the said mai)s and despatches to t.he Post Master or other person appointed to 
receive them. After ren1aining not more than 48 hours (unless authorised so to clo in \Vri
ting by the Governor Post Master, such written authority being irn1nediately transmitted to 
the Secretary of the Adn1i ra]ty) she is to return direct to Halifax, and there in like manner 
deliver the said mails and despatches. · 

If during any of the \vinter rnonths it should happen that the Port of SaiDt John's, Ne\v
foundland, is found to be inaccessible on account of the ice, the mails and despatches are to 
be landed and received on board at such part of the south \vest coast of the said Island, as 
may be accessible, and conveyed to and from ~t.. John's by land 'vith the utmost despatch at 
the expense of the contracting parties, the return mails being despatched from St. John's 
within the said period after the arrival there of the n1ails fi'"om ·I-lalifax1, as if the said vessel 
had entered the Port of St. John's. · 

The mails are to be in charge of an officer appointed by the Commission~rs of the Admi
ralty or the General J>ost office, \Vho is to be instructed by the contracting parti~s, and land
ed and brought on board \Vhen required; but should this arrangen1ent be deetned inexpedi .. 
ent by Her l\fajesty's Government, the n"lails are to be delivered to the respective Post Mas
ters by the comtnander of the vessel, a receipt being given and taken for the same. The 
Con1mander of the vessel will in that case be required to take the oath or declaration of office 
should the Lords Commissioners of the Adrniralty deem it expedient. 

There shall be no unnecessary delay in sailing; as soon as the 1nails are on board the utmost 
expedition shall be used; in making the passages the vessel shall not enter any intermediate 
Port, except from stress of \Ve.ather or other unavoidable circumstance (unless expressly au
thorised in writing to do so, by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, (or their autho
rised agent) and the mails shall be delivered on arrival 'vithout any loss of time. 

The contract vessel is not to carry any cattle on deck. 
A sailing bill shall be kept by the said comn1ander in such form as the Lords Commission

·ers of the Adm,_iralty may from time to time direct, on \vhich bill shall be accurately noted 
the time of each arrival and departure, of the said vessel, to be signed by the said comman
der, one copy of the said sailing bill to be transmitted to the Secretary of the i\dn1iralty, and 
another to the Secretary of the General Post Office, London, by the first Post after each re
tur11 of the said vessel to Halifax, N. S. 

' 

.. 
... 
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The contracting parties and their servants, employed in or about the said vessels shall do 
all in their power to carry into full effect the stipulations contained in this contract, and shall 
at all times obey the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, or th~ir 
authorized agents. 

A secure place to be provided for the custody of the mails and despatches under lock and 
key, and the key to be l{ept by the officer in charge of the mails. 

Colonial Office, ~ 
14th Feb. 1840. 5 

S1a,-I have laid before Lord .J. Russell, your letter of the 1st instant, stating that the 
Post YI aster General is prepared to assume the controul of the Post Office in Newfoundland, 
and suggesting an arrangernent for the appointment of a Postmaster in that Colony. 

I am to acquaint you in reply, for lhe information of the Post Master General, that Lord 
.. T. Russell has no objection to offer to tho provisional appoint1nent of Mr. W. L. Solomon to 
the office of Postmaster; but he is happy to find that the Post l\'Jaster General will afford 
the Governor of Newfoundland an opportunity of reporting his opinion on the subject. 

The Post Master of N e\vfoundland has hitherto been remunerated for his trouble by a 
payrnent of sixpence on all letters and t\VO pence on all newsp:ipers received-of two pence 
on letters sent, and the same sum on all letters of Soldiers and men-of-war Sailors. This re-
1nu neration~amounts to abJut £30 or £40 per annu1n. · 

Thon1as I~a\vrencc, Esq. 

[Copy. J 
No. 23. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

JAt\1ES STEPHEN. 

Do\vning Street, 17th Feb. 1840. 

S1n,-I have received your despatch, No. 6, of the 18th January, enclosing for my infor
n1ation a copy of the address \vhich has been presented to you by the House of Assembly of 
Newfoundland, in reply to the speech 'vi th which you opened the Session of the Legislature 
on the 3d of that month. " 

.. Captain Prescott, R. N .,,. C. n. 

[Copy.] 
l~o. 24. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

J. RUSSELI, . . 

Downing Street, 19th Feb. 1840 . 

. S1R,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of JOUr despatch of ihe 9th Dec. No. ?4, en~lo
s1ng an address to her lVJajesty, from the House of Assen1bly of Newfoundland, 1mpugn1ng 
the conduct of the Council-of vourself-and of Mr. Archibald-the late Clerk of the As-., 
sembly. 

I have likewise received your despatches .. No's 66, and 66, of the IOfh and 11th Decem
ber; the former containing the vindication ot Mr. Archibald against the charges of the As
~embly-the latter explaining some points connected with the address-your own vindication 
is contained in the despatch transmitting the address itself. . 

ri;he specific object which the Assembly have had in view in making this appeal t~ her 
Majesty, is to be found in their prayer, that her Majesty '~would adopt such reforn1 in the 
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''Council as 'viii n1ost tend to produce a ha~monious working \Vith the Assembly for the , 
''public good, and \vould order that the li~xecutiye of Newfoundland he protective of the in
'' t.erests and of the liberties of the people in their representatives,'' or, as the Assen1hly sum 
''up their meaning, 'that to the people of Ne\vfo.undland be extended the blessing of just and 

;.., '' i1npa.rtial Governn1ent."' . '. 
As the Council have not yet had an opportun~ty of ans,vering the s\.jtement n1acle by the 

I-louse of f\ssernbly .. .I shall defer the expressioi1 of any_ opinion on the inerits of the contro-
versv bet\veen the two bodies. · · · 

~ . 
I shall confine n1_yself to that part (')f the a<}dress which contains the .~ssembly's charges 

against yourself and the late Clerk of the Assembly. 
I have carefully exu1nined these charges, and your defence, and I have no hesitation in 

expressing rny strong dissent from_ the opinion of the Assembly, that in the conduct of the ve
ry ·arduous duties \vhich have devolved upon you as Governor of Newfoundland~ there is 
any, the slightest, foundation for irnpugning the justice and impartiality of your Governlnent. 
,.fhe complaints of the Assembly· against your administration are not confined to recent oc
currences. T1:1ey embaee subjects \V hi ch" ha v~ .already received the f u II consideration of the 
Governn1ent, and I see no reason to doubt the· correctness of that decisionof rny pre
decessor 'vilich exon·eratfld you fron1 all blan1e. in these transactions. It \Vould be her l\fa
jesty's wish that these subjects of by-gone differences should be v llo\ved to pass into ohli vion. 

Neither is your justification less complete on those ne\v points \Vhich have ilO\V for the first 
time been brought under the notice of l-Jer i\1 ajesty's Government.. In some instances you 
are at issue \Vith the Assembly on matters of fi1ct, i1~ \:Vhich it \Vould appear that the t\ssem
biy ha \1 C proceeded on insufficient information' and I \':illing·ly admit the sufficiency of your 
exculpation. · . · 

But whatever difference of opinion n1ay have existed between yourself and the I { ouse of 
Assembly in regard to recent events in Ne\vfoundland, your conduct throughout appears to 
have been regulated by an earnest desire to act fairly and impartia11y in your high office. 
Her I\1ajesty has been graciously pleased to ~ignify, her approval of your conduct, and to 
express her concurrence in the vie\v which has been taken by her l\1J inisters, that under cir
cun1stances of considerable ernbar-·rass1nent you have in no degree deviated fron1 the line of 
your duty. 

With reference to the conduct of l\fr. ,Archibald, the late Clerk .of the Assen1b1y, I consi
der that he acted '1visely in retiring fi·orn that office, and the rnotives by which he has been 
actuated, in taking that step, are highly honorable to hin1·. 

As regards the cotnplaint which the Assembly h~ ve preferred against hin1 it is rny duty to 
state that, having fi11J)r considered the wtole case, I an1 of opinion that the staten1ent of !VJr. 
Archibald affords a successful and con1plete defence against the charges brought against 
hin1. 

Governor Prescott, R. N ., C. B. 

[Copy.] 
No. 28. 

• 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

J. RliSSELL. 

Downing Street, 9th 1\1 arch, 1840. 

S1R,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your clespatcl~, No. 8, of the 30th January, 
transn1itting ~ copy . of the address presented to you by the Council of N e\vfoundland, con
taining the answer of that body to the charges which had been advanced ·against them by 
the House of. Assembly in their address to the Queen of the 10th October last. 

' 
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I would, in the first place, remark in regard to this controversy, which has unfortunately 
sprung up between the Council and Assembly of Newfoundland, that I disclaim, on the part 
of her Majesty's Governrnent, any right of interference between the two bodies, and that on 
any ordinary occasion I should have felt that it \Vas unnecessary and undesirable to express 
any opinion as to the imputed dernerits of either. 

'fhe question has, however, presented itself in a shape which pr~cludes its being so treat
ed. The Assembly of Newfoundland have preferred against the Council the serious charge 
of the abuse of thejr constitutional powers, of encroachrnents Oil the privileges of the Lower 
House, added to a studied desire to produce collision, and to obstruct the public i1nprovement 
of the Colony; and on these grounds is founded a prayer to the Crown to introduce such 
organic changes in the Council as would secure greater harmony in the transaction of pub
lic affairs. 

I have her Majesty's . con1mands to state, that in the transactions which have given rise 
to these complaints, the Council of N ewf<)undland do not appear to her Majesty's Govern
ment to have exceeded the powers \rvhich nre constitutionally vested in then1, and that there 
is not found to be any sufficient ground for the charge that they have exhibited a determina
tion to impede the progress of the public business, or to deprive the Assembly of their legi
timate rights and privileges. 

Her Majesty's Government still hold the opinion that these differences are but transitory, 
and that sorne forbearance or:i the part of the Assembly \Vill ensur~ then1 the respect of those 
classes \'vhich they no\V adrnit to be indisposed towards then1, and secure the harmony of the 
constitution. If in this hope they are disappointed, it will be necessary to examine more 
deBply into the source of the evil, \Vi th a view to ascertain \'vhy, in N e\vfoundland, a system 
of free Government should have failed in producing its natural happy results. If the consti
tution of the Island is insufficient, or unfitted for the object intended by it; it will be fo1· the in
terest of the Island that the system of representation should be remodelled, and the l~ran
chise placed on such a basis as shall secure the participation of those portions ot the commu
nity 'vho are at present excluded from it. 

It is unnecessary that I should enter further into tho consideration of this question, and I · 
sincerely trust that by n1utual concessions-in matters where such concessions are practica
ble, \vithout the sacrifice of any constitutional principle-greater concord may be made to 
prevail bet\veen the t\vo branches of the L .. (lgislature, and that her Majesty may be spared 
the painful conviction that the present form of Governrnent, and the manner in which that 
form of Government is exercised in N e\vfoundland, are inapplicable to the condition of the 
Colony. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

J. RUSSELL. 
Governor Prescott, &c. &c. &c. 
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PRESENTMENTS 
Of various Grand Juries in the Northern and Seuthern Districts. 

[Copy.] Southern District, ~ .. 
St. Mary's, to \\1 it. 5 

• 

The Jurors of our Lady the Queen, for St. ~Jary's, aforesaid, having inspected the Court 
House aud Gao], present their incon1plete state; requiring a Jury l{oom, .Judge's Charn
bers, B~nch, ,.rable, Seats, Jury Box, Witness Box, Sheriff's Hox, and a Stove, and c;rihs, 
and Bedding for the Prisons. '!'hey present the chimney of the building in want of repair. 
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\fhey ptesent the necessity of having a high, substantial fence erected around the building, 
to afforcl a yard for prisoners to take the air, and security to the prison. They present the 
necessity of widening the paths leading to the sea shore, for the conve11ience of fishern1en 
and others getting bait, to the width of at least ten feet fi·om the brink of the c)iff or bank. 
'"rhey present the necessity of having a road from '' Butler's Point'' to meet the ''circular" 
road in front of the Court House, to be at least twenty feet wide for general convenience and 
improve1nent. 

For self and Jurors, 

(Signed) 

JOS. BLACKBURN, 
Foreman. 

St. Mary's, 24th Oct. 18:39, 

Burin. 
Rct>airs to the Gaol and Court 1:-lousc. 

[Copy.] 
Exlract fror1i tlie Grantl J1try P1·esentme1zt at Burin, 9th Oct. 1839. 

'' 1.,hey also present that the flooring of the Gaol throughout, requires to be rene\ved, as 
well as some alteration in the Gaoler's apartments. That a fence round the Court JJouse, 
within which prisoners might be allo\ved both air and exercise, is indispensably r1ecessary, as 
well as the erection of a Privy. 

That a railing or partition is required in the Court llouse, by which the Grand and Petit 
Juries may have better accomn1odatton. 

The expense attending such alterations and improvements will require at least the sun1 of 
fifcy pounds sterling.'' 

(Signed) 

• 
"\VILLIA!tl HOOPER., Foreman . • 

,-J"rinity. 
Defecti \'e and insecure state of the Gaol. 

The Grancl Jurors for our Lady tl1e Queen, upon their oath, present-

Her Majesty's Gaol' in Trinity aforesaid, as being too smalJ, and in other respects unfit for 
the purpose intended ; and further, that it is in such a dilapidated state that it affords little 
security for the safe keeping of prisoners, (as a proof of \Vhich, two prisoners made their es
cape through tl1e wall of their cell last year), and that they consider it will require about the 
sum of tha·ee hundred pounds sterling to put the said Gaol in a proper state~ 

• 

Trinity Jqry Room, 
Get. 10th, 1839. 

(Signed) 
WILLIAM KELSON, 

Foreman. 
• 
' 
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Ferryland. 

Con1missioners of Roads from Bay Bulls to Cape Broyle-Approach to Court House
State of the Gaol. 

Extracts from the Grand Jury Presentment at Ferryland, 6th November, 1839., 

7 

WE, the Grand Jury of the district of Ferry land, present-That the disagreement of the 
Gentlemen Comtnissioners of Roads, &c. from Cape Broyle to Bay Bulls is a great public 
nuisance, inasmuch as it. has been the rneans of keeping the line of road between Cape 
Broyle long run bridge and La :\1anch~ \Vithout any improvement thereon up to this tin1e, 
whilst the roads at each si<le are no\V in a state of for\vardness. 

"f hat the approacl1 to the Court House requires to be improved for the convenience of the 
Court and Public. 

1~he Grand Jury also present that the Gaol remains in the same state as last year, not· 
withstanding a present1nent was then made respecting it. 

[Signed] JAMES I-I. CARTER, 
Foren1an. 

G·reenspond. 

Necessity of a L<>ck up l-Jonse. 

The Grand Jury for Our Sovereign Lady the Queen, Present-
TnAT it is highly necessary that a Gaol or Lock up House should be erected in this 

place, and for the \Vant of \vhich much inconvenience has been felt. 
That the above representation having been rnade the past two years \vithout effect, the 

Grand Jury hope the present representation \Vill have the desired effect. 
[Signed] Tl-:108. WILLS, 

Foreman. 
Estimated expense, about £250. 

Placentia· 

Ferry Boat-Relief of the Poor-Repairs of the Gao~. 

Extracts from the Presentn1ent of the Grand Jury at Placentia. 

THEY ''beg ]eave to call the attention to the presentment of last year, 1nore patticu)arly 
for providing a Ferryman to ply across the Gut, and a provision for the suppert of the Poor, 
as the catch of fish this season has been short ,-that there is great apprehension of their be· 
ing left in a state of complete destitution, and that a specific sum may be awarded lo this dis
trict, as the1 received no portion ef what was voted by the Legislat\)re last session. 
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1~hat lathing and plastering is necessary for the Gaoler's kit~hen, raising and repairing 
th~ chimney to prevent its smoking, and we think the sum of ten pounds requisite.'' 

(Signed) W. G. BRADSHAW, 
Foreman. 

Bona vista. 

Necessity of building a Court House and Gaol there. 

·w E, the Grand Jurors of Our Sovereign Lady the Queen, for the district of Bona vista, at 
Bonavista assembled, do on our oath present-

The absolute necessity for the erection of a Court.House or a Gaol at Bonavista, where 
there is not any place for the holding of the (.1ourt, or for the confinement of prisoners, 
and estimate that the sum of £600 sterling would be sufficient for the erection thereof. 

Also, the necessity of a Court Room and Lock up House at King's Cove, for \vhich pur
·pose we estin1ate that the sum of £150 sterling would be sufficient. 

The necessity of a paid constabulary force within the district, viz. 

1.,hree at Bonavista. 
One at King's Cove. 
One at l{ee]s. 
One at Tickle Cove. 
One at Salvage. 

For self and brother Jurors, (Signed) 
E. J. iVJUl"LO\VNEl~, 

Foren1an. 

~------, ,-, _.. ____ .._. ______ ~·~u~ascwa~~·~~~~~-----~LSWAl&IDj~~· --~WWlalm!!MLmaA•~w~~-..-~~·~w~e~~w~a~~~.ilitrnllB~~-~~~~~T~--~11Smi¥ --------------··-···--.... - ·· -··-------'----__.__ _________ , 
I' 

• Ji 

EDUCATION REPORTS. 

Saint John's.-

The Memorial of the Board of Commissioners of Education, for the Electoral district of St-
, John's, Sheweth, to Ills Excellency the Governor-

. That the Act of the Colonial Legislature, 6th \V. 4, cap. 13, for the establish1nent and mad 
nae:emt)nt of Schools in this Island, will expire in the year 1841. That the Commissioners 
have .. no more pecuniary means in hand, or in prospect than \Viii carry on their operations 
for-the ensuing nine months, when if the aforesaid Act be not rene\ved, or exte_nded, their 
Schools will be closed for want of means, and all the labqur and care hitherto besto\ved upon 
them will be in a great measure if not altogether frustrated. 

Memorialist therefore liegs'leave to submit to your Exce.llency the difficulty in \vhich they 
will be placed, and respectfully to ~equest a recommendation to the House of Assembly to 
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adopt such mean~ as in th~ir wisdom they may see fit for the continuance and extension of 
their lahf1urs, earnestly entreating a srnall addition to the annual Grant of about £a0 or £60 
tnore, \Vhich will enable the1n to carry out their plans of usefulness more efficiently, and to 
1neet t.he deman.ds of an increasing number of clai1nants seeking accommodation and in
struction for their children. 

(By order of the Board) 
(Signed) D.S. WARD. 

Chairman, 
.. - ... ~ ... .. .. ~ 

. . 

. Ferryland. . . 
Sir,-1 beg fo make rnport of the Board of ~ducation of Ferryland. 
'J'he tran8n1itted account of the 'J'i-easu.-er, will ~how the sun1 recei,~ed as well as the 

dishursement~ made by him. . 
The Secretary not being furnished with returns fi·om the Teachers in tl1e respective Hai·~ 

hors, does not enable me to give in his account. I am, ho,vever, enabled in son1e n1easure to 
supply this deficiency, having recently visited all the schools, and ascertained that the num· 
ber of Pupils educated in the t'velve schools established between Bay Bulls and llene\vse; 
a1nounted to three hundred and sixty eight, 

I am happy to report the favourable progress of education under our Board; and· have only 
to regret that the means µtour disposal are so very limited. 

I have not heen enabled to convene the mernbers so as to form a Board since the month 
of October, 1838; those of the section of Bay Bulls not choosing at any ti1ne since their ap• 
pointment t.o attend our meetings, nnd some having taken .up their residence in St. John's, 

• \Ve can no longer look fin· co-operation or assistance. 
I '"ill furnish a more particular accoliht from our Secretary as soon as I obtain it, having 

given the direction on the subject. 

I-Ion. James Crowdy. 

I ha\'e, &c. 
(Signed) 

-----,--
Tll\IOTHY BROWNE. 

Ferryland District. 
1838. 1838. 
July 4. To Balance per last acct. 211 12 1 Jul)'· 

2ii 12 I 
1839 
July 4. To 13alance brought.down .18 2 1 

16 Amount of Grant this year 144 4 7 
-----

£152 6 8 
i = ••• a 

, 

Oct. 
1839 
Jan. 
April 
May 

July 
4. 

By sa1.aries to teachers 
this quarter 85 10 0 

Do. do. 35 10 0 

Do. do. 
Do. do: 
Winter pay to E. Ha-

35 10 0 
36 10 0 

ley ••••••..•••• £8 
Do. Tlios. KieJ.ly •• 8 16 0 0 
Salary to teacher this qr 35 10 0 
Balance in hand 18 2 1 

211 12 I 

E. 0. E. 
. Ferryland, 17th July, 1839." 

l{OBT~ C.t\RTER, Treasurero 

• 
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Placentia· 
.. ( . ! 

AN ACCOUNrr\of the nun1her of schools and scholar.s, and the cost anrl ex·pPnoiture at-
... ~ ~ tending the san1e, in the district of Placentia and St. l\lary's for ~he year 1839. 

-- ·-
( No. of Teachers Salarie~ 

Schools Scholars Male Female Rlace of abode l 
Great Placentia...... 2 84 £30 £20 
Little Placentia . . .. . 2 106 30 20 
Saint ~ary'~... ... ... 2 87 30 20 
Red Island............ 1 27 8 
T 1 43 30 repassey, .......... . 
H b B {' t 1 27 24 ar or eau1e •...•. 
Merash~en... •. • . . . • . . I 29 25 • 
PointVerd ..•••..••.. 1 36 10 
Presque • . . . . .• . . .. . 1 31 25 
Barren Islands,...... I 26 18 

[Signed] W. BllADSHA W; Chairman& 

• 

Bonavista. 

STA TE:\1ENT oft.he Schools under the Board of Education, fi"om 1st July 1838; 
to ]st July, 1839. 

Date of Appoint- 1 Children rrott's H Ca- 1,otal 
Schools situatad at Masterst Nan1e ment. Salary Male Fern tant tholic. No. 

Bro<ld Cove ........• P. Larkin ........... 1st Nov 1836 ••• 1£25 ... 29 .•. 15~ --44 ... -44 
TiekleCove ......... John Skiffiington .•• . 7th May 1837 ... 1£25 .•• 28 .. li ... 28 ... 17 ... 45 
Ope!J Hall .••.•.••. /'James ~lenham ... I st Nov 18~8 .. .11:~5... 15 ... 26... 29 ... J 12 ... i 4 ~ 
Sa~vage .•.•...... ,John Sainsbury ••• 1st - 1836 ... £25 .•. 23 ... 14 ... 37 .•. 

1 
-···i 31 

Fair Island .••..•.•. Moses Cutler .•.•.. - - --... £ 15... 20. . 8... 28 ... , -.. . 28 

£115 1:5 80 122/ 73- 195 

'Swains Island •••••• J. l~eltham •••••• 1st Nov. 1838. No return fi·om this School. 

.. 

. } 

(~igned) 

H. J# FITZGERALD, 
Chairn1an.-
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-
COPY 

df a report fi·om t\1 r~ Kough, relative to the present very defectiv.e state of the 
.. Court House buildings. .. 

[Copy.] . 
St. John's, 27th Dec., 1839. 

S1n:,-I had thP- hnn0r to rcce;ve your ictter of the 24th, directi~g me to survey and in~ 
spPct t be ( '0 :1 rt l f ou~B bn i ldi ngs in t la.is lf)\Vn., and to report to you their state a11d condition 
f( H" 1 h ; ~ i n f > r in a t i on of h i :-; E x e e I It~ n c y t he G over no r ~ , 

In ohi~di~~nce thPr<~\vith, I have proceeded, and bPg no\V to acquaint yo tf,at I find these 
building~ n1 a ''Pry d1~~ 1ctivP state, the roof heing in n1any part s in had condition, the rain 
<lnd drift bavinq h·: ~f~n ke pt o~lt for sr,veral yPars past by only ten1porary repairs, the case
n1i~nt of the prisons on thP, N urth, and part of the (iaolers apartn1ents by the prison yard, quite 
rotten. 

'fhe \Vhole of rh0 building rPquires to he painted, both exter·nally and internnHy, with the 
excPption of pari of the i.l~gh SberJfi'~ apartn1ents, \Vhich appears to have been rscently 
paintr~d and papered. · 

Several nlterat.ions and in1prove1nents have been rnndf~ frorn time to tinle these four years 
past, in the great roorn, hy dividing off a pas~n~~~, Pre~ting galie rins, &e. 0.:.-~·., but hey ap-
11ear to have been niade t~)r the convenience of the Legi~lature, and \V:thout any regard to 
their perrnanenc y. · 

New se\VPi~~ and cisterns have hePn laid thi~ auturnn, <'ffi~ctuaHy cntting off all commu
nication bf~ t \V Pen the pr i v y a n d t ho ~pr i n g \V hi ch supp 1 i es t he bu i id i n g \ v i t h \Vat e :·. 

A stone retaining \Vall has also heen erected this s1~asnn, cnmnl ~~n cing at the ea~tern en
trance, extending along oy the south fi·ont of the building, with a 110\v palisaJe fence on top, 
the \vhole length. 

1->a rt of the -surronnd1ng plnnk ft~ncc~ \vhich separates thP Conrt House buildings fi·om those 
on \\ ai er ~trPet has l.H~l~n blo\VB do\vn by the high \Vinds in October la~t, and has not since 
bePn rPpai1·t~d. 

1,he palisade fi~uce -:1lo11g the south \Vestetn entrance and ori churc:1 hill requires being re
ne\ved .. 

'fhn brick h'1ilding on the et1st\vnrd comprising the coal vaults, stabling, &c., requires to 
he i:aintcd .. and to ha ,,e ~orru~ pnrtial rPpairs on the ronf. • 

· rhr~ roof of t!1~! lt~an-to budding in (~onrt yard admits the rain an I droppings from the · 
ea \ ' ilS to pas~ fi·e\ I}' t hrongh it-- i t r~quires to he altered and ne\V shingled. l'here are also 
sonH~ trifling rPpaii's rt~q:1irt~d in the (~aoler's apartments. 

I \Vou Id no\v hP~.( l{'n V(~ to <lirect your n t tent ion to the report on the state and cond~ tion of 
thosfl budding .~., 1nade in .July, ]~;J .J, a11d subsPquently referred to in (;,~bruary 18:14, by the 
(;lerk of \Vorks in t 11~~ lloya l F:n~.rinP~rs l)eparlment on this station, and rnyself; those repotts 
being so fully extended and still applying. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

PATRICK KOUGH. 
The hon. the Colonial Secretaryf 

' ' 

COPY 
Of letters from the Oollecton of Custorne, relative to a p1·even1 i ve boat for the 

St John's, as previded for by Act. 3, Vic. cap. 4. 
[Copy.] 

Custom I-louse, 13th 
. 

ov. 1839,. 
~ . . I , . -

S1R~-I have· the Jion<:>r to ackrlowfepge the· recPipf or J;OUr .lett~r of tp;e Sbt ti uh i 11 ., tr< ns~ 
mitt:ing to me, ti~ the, Governor's c6n\mand~ a ctipy of an Act of the Local Legislature, by 
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\vhich a preventive boat is provided fi>r the better protection of the rPvenue in this port, \Vith 
l1is Exc:~llency's request that I_ will take the necessary sleps lo provide a boat and cre\V ac-
cordingly. , _ . 

On this commui1ication I would respectfully subn1it for his Excellency;s consideration,--
rl'hat, on the most mature consideration of this subject, the local of 1he port, the system 

pursued by illicit traders, and the c >nsPquent. injury sustained hy the ll.evenue, I am of <>pi
nion that the ernployn1ent of a second ro\iv-boat. within the harbour·, would not only be whol
ly ineffectual to the nbject in view, but would 1nost assuredly disappoint the just expecta-
tions ot I he Legislature. . 

I would therefi>re suggest the e1nployment of a schoone~ of about 25 tons burthPn, instead 
of the b·oat proposed; such a vessel would afford effectual protection. It \Vould enable n1e 
to overhaul all ships found hovering off t.he entrance of the harbour, and to search the vari
ous creeks and inlets along the coast. ' 

I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) 

, J. M. SPE~~Rl\1AN. 

[Copy.] 
Custom House, 3d Jan. 1840. 

S1R,-His Excellency having requested, with reference to my letter of the 28rh Nov. last, 
that I would furnish yoli with an estimate of the expense attendant on the arrangen1Pnt I 
therein recon1mended, I havP the honor tc state, that afier consulting with Mr. Good1·idge 
and other ca n1petent parties, I find a plain substantial boat of the description 1nentioned, can
not be built and fitted for sea under £340 sterling. 

I \vould further add that the sum of £100 will be required annually, in additi.on to the sum 
of £200 already provided by the Legislature to meet the re~airs and othe1· contingent ex-
penses. 

r 

.. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) . 

J. M. SPEARM.t\N 
Collector • 

The l1on. the Colonial Secretary, 

REPORT 
,. 

.. Of the Board of Road Commissioners for the district of St. John;s. 

The. Boar~ of Road Comtnissioncrs for the Central District., in submitting this, their second 
Report to the Legislature, take lea\'e briefly to notice the various in1provements which have 
been rnade and entcre~ upon during the course of the past year. · 

DUCK WORTl-1 . STREET . 

. When entering on the_ improvements in. Duckworth Street, the sum granted for this ser
vice Was f?~~~ ii~~dequat~ ,.to e~ect the_ necessary alteratio11 and repairs of the whole line11 

.. . ' -

' 
' 
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The Comniissioners were, therefilre; confined to such parts as more immediately demanded 
their attention. That part of the Street situate between Fort William and the Commercial 
Rooms has undergone a thorough repair, and many essential alterations have been made in 
it. A very considerable improvement has been effected in that part bet\veen the top of 
Queen Street anJ the residence of Jarnes Fergus, Esq., which, from being as formerly, al
most impassable frotn water and filth, is now clean aud co1nmodiot1s. To complete this 
Street, and rernove that part of the Episcopal Burial Ground which at present so much ob
structs the passage between the Court-House and the Church, the sum. of £500 would be re
quired. The Cornmissioners in drawing the attention of the Legislature to this delicate but 
important matter, respectfully submit that there is no alteration in the to\VD more essentially 
necessary than the widening of the Street in this particular part. 

GOW~~R STREET. 

Of all the Streets in the rl,own, Gower Street is the 1nost susceptible of improvement. The 
\vhole of this Street is unequal and undul~ting, and almost all the houses have been built 
\vithout the slightest reference to the future improvement of it. In several places the Com
missioilers found it necessary to make deep cuts, in order to reduce the street as nearly to a 
level as circnmstances would admit ; and, in the hollows, filling to a considerable extent 
w-as also found unavoidable. .~ very decided and necessary alteration has been effected in 
that part, situatu between the Military road and Cochrane Street, thence to the King's road 
and on to Prescott-street. The alterations made on that part of the street which cornmuni
cates bet,veen Cochrane street and the road leading to the King's Bridge, have been so im
portant as to afford an excellent entrance into the to\vn on that side. .i\nother decided im
ps overnent has been 111ade in that part which leads to the east .and west of the M e~hodi~t Cha- } 
pel, and on the cross street bet\veen the Factory and the Episcopal Church, which was for
merly ''ery difficult of ascent, but has now been reduced to a very gentle risP., perfectly se
cure and easy for ca1·ts and carriages to pass. In no part of the town is improven1ent more 
visible than in these parts of Gower-street just referred to. 

(~onsiderable, however, a shave been the ianprovements accon1plished in this direction, the 
street \vhich cornrnunicates bet\veen the Episcopal Church and the Wesleyan Chapel is in 
a very insecure stale. 'ro re.oder it permanent, a retaining wall, 01· son1e such support will 
be required along that part which skirts the low ground directly lo the eastward. At this 
point, also, there is a vast accumulation ot water, which is discharged frorr1 the various drains 
that receive it from the high lands directly to the north and \Vest, and which, from Pitts' land, 
rushes along the hollo\v leading to "Bell's Shoot.'' to the great destruction of property, the 
inconvenience of the householders in the neighbourhood, and the manifest injury of Duck
worth street and ahe adjacent lanes. Tn prevent these annoyances in future, it will be ne
cessary to take the water up where it enters the land of Mr. Pitts, and convey it by a cover
ed dracin to the harbor; to accomplish which, the sum of £160 will be i1ecessary. 

COCll RAN E-STl{EE1". 

Cochrane-street which was rapidly decaying, has been partially repaired. The sum grant~ 
ed for the repairs of this beautiful street was too small to unable the Corr•missioners to put 
upon it such a body of materiiel as would have given it a proper curvature, which alone could 
prevent the water from remaining over it, whereby it is cut up and destroyed. 

The whole of the cross stre.e~s .'vhich intersect \i\1ater and Duckworth streets, between the 
Custom House bill and l-J!1nter's cove has been greatly improved, and thoroughly repaired, 
and fi·o~ being tho very worst have been n1ade the best streets in the town. In Gambier 
and Holloway streets the side gutters have been paved by way of experiment, and there does 
not retnain a doubt, that the \vhole of the streets would not only be irnproved but more effec
tually preserved and kept in proper fi,rrn by the side gutters being well paved. 

'· ( QUEEN STREE .. r. . 
' . • • I 

.. 4 tlrain simil~r to that in· the K ·ing's road has been run from the top of Queen street to 
be - h~rb~ur ; , the~~~ gr~nted fnr this str~et , was found. wholly insufficient fo1· building the 

t 
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drain alone, without entering on the repairs of the street, and the Gommissioners liad to in
cur a liability of £75 beyond the original grant for this street. 

The want of funds alone have restrained the Cornmissioners frotn attempting the slightest 
improven1ent on the surface of this fine street, and it has consequently been left in a very un
finished state ; one great object, however, has been attained-that of completely remo\'ing 
the water fron1 the surface. rrhe sum of £90 would be necessary to co1nplete this street • 

. SA.FE'rY WALE. 
r 

'fhe safety \Vall in Duckworth·~ street, which fell in the autumn of 1837, remains in the 
same state as the contractor had left it, notwithstanding that a grant of the Legislature has , 
been given for its re-construction.. rfhe Contractor and the Con1missioners being at issue, 
it was deerned advisable not to go on with the \Vork until the case should be decided. Law 
proceedings were instituted against the Commissioners last year, but the case did not come 
on for trial until the last term of the Supreme Court, lvhen the sun1 of £66 currency (the ba
lance \vhich would become due on the cornpletion of the contract) was awarded the Con
tractor, by a Special .Jury, although the wall had not been raised to the height intended, and 
there is a specific clause in the agreernent entered into, stating that the payment of t.he 
an1ount contrac~ed for, ''1as onJy to be n1ade " on the production to the Cornn1issioners of 
a certificate signed and S\vorn to by the superintending surveyor of work, stating tl:at the 
contract had been well and faithfully perforrned in every particular.'' As the case involved 
some points in la\v, the final settlen1ent of it \Vas reserved for the decision of the Judges in 
<:'hambers. 

To meet the expenses incurred, and to discharge the debts in connection with the wall, the 
Commissioners thro\v themselves on the Legislature, and claim its future protection frotn 
the capricious operations of the law, in the discharge of their public duty. 

The Commissioners cannot close this notice of the safety wall, \Vithout intimating their 
firm conviction that the failure of it arose out of some defect in the construction of the \vork, 
and a ·disregard, on the part of the contractor, to the necessary means uf its preservation. 

l\1 IJ_.l l~A RY RO,\D. 

For the i\1i1itary road no grant has been given by the Legislature. As this road \\·as get
ting into a :very bad state, the Con1missioners appropriated £50 to its repair, out of the grant 
placed at their disposal ''for !\:eeping in r~pai r the roads and streets in and about the town.'' 
A contract has been entered into for this work, con1mencing at the B.ake Honse, and ending 
at the Orphan Asylum School. 

The Commissioners regret that winter had set in before the "vhole line could he finished, 
which will occasion very considerable inconvenience to those persons who reside on the north 
side of the street near the Asylurn, in consequence of the higher side being cut down to effect 
a better level. 

• · ~ING'S ROAD . 

The drain in the King's fJoad has been finished, and is found to answer the purpose intend
ed. The road-way has also been brought into inclined iplanes, agreeably to the section,. of 
the Surveyor, and is now an excellent outlet to the country at that part of the town. fo 
render the in1prov.ement permanent, however, it will be necessary to pave the side gutters, 
to pne¥ent the :water from cutting up and undermining the street. · 

- SIGNAL HILL ROAD. 
, . 

The road leading from Fort William to Signal Jlill has been much improved, and, by the 
sinking of a drain on part of the table land which n1arks the first elevation of the hill, a pond 
\Vhich used hithe1·to to inundate the road has been so red~ced as to cease to incomrnode the 

·public passage. . .. . , 

f 
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STltEET BETWEEN THE FACTORY AND THE ORPHAN ASYLUM SCHOOi, 
~ 

1,his street has und~rgone considerable alteration.. It has been raised in some parts and 
lowered in others, and its ascent is now perfectly easy, safe and commodious. 

WATER STREET. 

The whole line ofWater st.reel, firom the premises of Messrs. T. & J. Brocklebanlc, to 
Mr. l{adford's at River heacl, has undergone material alteration. Ma.ny very useful catch
water cross drains have been cut., and other essential improvements made, which cannot fail 
greatly to facilitate a free intercourse in this populous and stirring street. Great, however, 
as the improvements ha\1 e been, there still remains much to be done. 

When the Commissioners commenced operations on this street, it was their intention to 
~place a curb stone along the \Vhole line of the street to n1ark it out more rlistinctly-which, 
together \vith the side-walks, was provided for in the original plan and specification. ·l'his 
progress, however, the Cornmissioners were compelled to relinquish, owing to the want of 
funds. ,.fhe only object which they now have in view is to place substantial paved e:utters 
along the side \valks, which \Viii mark then1 rnore particularly from the main road-way, and , 
occasion less obstruction to vehicles of all kinds, and afford infinitely greater security to 
pedestrians by inducing them more to the sides of the street, where it is intended they shall 
walk. 

The Con1missioners cannot accomplish even this useful design, owing to the number of 
cellars \vhich abound in ahnost every part of the street, extending in several places beyond 
the side walks, and which are in a very insecure and dangerous state. In endeavouring to 
abate the nuisances, the Cornmissioners have encountered much difficulty ; and they humbly · 
submit, that the only efficient remedy would be, a specific enactn1ent of the Legislature, 
" 1hich they earnestly hope his Excellency the Governor \Viii be pleased to recommend in the 
proper quarter. 1'o enable the Commissioners to carry out their intentions in the improve
ment of this street a further sum of £200 wi 11 be necessarv. 

,,; 

STONE BRIDGE IN DUCK:\\lORTll-STREE'r. 

The stone I3ridge opposite Beck's Co\·e in Duckworth street has been cotnpleted. It is 
\vell and subst.antially built, and fully ans\vers the expectations \Vhich were formed of it, and 
\vhen the street at this part shall have been improved, it will tend greatly to beautify this 
section of the to\vn. 

RQAD TO KING'S BRIDGE. 

r-fhe road leading fi·om the eastern end of Duckworth-street to the King•s Bridge, has un· 
dergone a very material alteration.. It has been cut down in some parts and raised in 
others, and the whole distance has been reduced to planes of easy inclination. 'l'he in1-
mense quantity of filling required in that part next to the Bridge, rendered it a work of 
great labour and expense, and notwithstanding that the ascent is now very easy, the road is, 
co(nparatively, in an unfinished state. rro secure the road and render it safe, sod embank-

. ments \Viii be r~quired, and suitable railings placed at each side as fa1· as the road has been 
· 1·aised, or re~aining walls bui!t with a parapet on each side from the bridge to a distance of 
200 feet and upwar·ds. Opposite the house of the Iligh Sheriff the road is spungy and. full 
of springs, which have the effect of keeping the road continually soft. To remedy this e\•il 
effectually, it will be necessary to lower the side paths, to sink the side drains considerably 
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bcJo\v the levc.~l of the road, and to run naitre <lraius in sufficient number \\'hich will com-
pleteiy free the road fi·orn the under \Vat er. . 

Fron1 the vast <1uantity of 1naterial and the great labour which this road required to bring 
it into its present form .. the contract \Vas extremely deceptive, nod the work \Vas consequently 
set at one half of its value (say £115 currency.) The contractor has suffered accordingly, 
but as the cotnmissioners have neither the po,ver nor the means of affording compensation 
to parties \Vho !Ila y have, under sucl1 circurnstances, sustained loss, they must only leave 
them to the con~:ideration of the Legislaturu. 

• Ql1JOI \llDI ROAL>-(SouthSide.) 

· For· this very useful and much frequented road, the sum of £100 only was granted by the 
Legislature; \\·hich sum has been expended bet\veen the bridge leading to Signal-hill and 
the residence of Charles Fox Bennett, Esq., embracing very little n•ore than one third of the 
whole distance between the to\vn an<l the harbor ofQuidi Vidi. 1'here is not a bye-road in 
the discrict \vhich is more in need of general repair and forn1ation, or which has a fairer 
claim to in1mediate attention than the road leading round the beautiful and romantic lake of 
Qui di Vidi ; inasmuch as it leads directly to one of the oldest fishing establishments in the 
district. 'fhe outlet from Quidi Vidi harbor to the sea is very narrow, and in heavy wea
ther very difficult and even dangerous, and were the road well made to it, it is probable that 
the whole of the fish taken in the place would be conveyed to St. John's by land. \Vere the 
sum of £200 granted, it would not alone enable the t;o1n111issioners to carry for\vard the 
road, on the south side of the lake, but would also serve to continue the irnprovemenfs round 
the eastern end, so as to 1neet the improved line to the " 7 hite Hills, at the Grove Farm 
House. Thus would he afforded an easy intercourse bet\l'een St. John's and Quidi Vidi, as 

.also one of the most delightful and pict.uresque promenades in the vicinity of the town. 

ROAD BE1"'WE~N 'l'HE OU'fEI{ COVE. RO:\D AND rrHE \VHll'E HILLS. 

1"his road is completed, and will be foun1.l highly advantageous to farn1ers and ot'her settlers 
in the neighbourhood. 

POR'fUG ~-\ I .. COVE RO \D. 

For this important r·oad the sun1 of £100 only \Vas granted, and how to apply so small 
a surn with advantage '''as found a matter of some difficulty. "J'he whole hne of road is in 
neetl of general repair, and almost e\·ery bridge and cross drain on it are heginniug to give 
\vay. Some of these have been partly repaired, and others made ane\v. The bridge at the 
Cove has been reconstructed, and the ahut1nents have been built with stone and lime mor· 
tar; and that part of the road between Mr. Coughlan's house and the bridge at the Cove, 
has been widened and n1uch impro\·ed. 1'o place this road in such a state of repair as it 
de1nands, it being the most frequented of all the Rublic roads in the dista·ict, the sum of £f>OO 
wo.uld b~ necessary. ~· 

. \·\'' J~S6J'ERN P-OIN'J"' ROAD. 

'fhe Road fro111 Gotr's Bridge, l'orlug·al Cove, to Western i>oint, was contracted for in 
August, l-838, and has been pushed forward with gr-eat difficulty and labour through an al
~ost solid bed <>frock for 1nore than half the distance originally intended. This has effec
ted an incalculable good, and cannot fail to be highly beneficial to the inhabitants. 'l~he com
missioners, h'lwever, in their zeal to complete the n1ost difficult part, have incurred a debt of 
£85, and to enanle them to discharge this just debt, they thrO\Y themselves \Vith confidence 
on the Legislature.. , ~ · "._ . . " .. . . 1 , • t 

• 
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. BEl.L ISLE RO.\D. 

: Thi~ road hns hnr~~ openPcl to the '"irlrh of l'l feet from Be11 Isle Beach to Lance Cove, 
but to 1n:·1kn it usJf~ al to thn puhl1c it \Viii he nec,•ssary to drain rnany parts, to erect snveral 
hrid .~P~ thPreon, an:l tu gravel the entire line. To etfdct which a further sum of £200 \Viii 
be required. 

BROAD C<l\7E ROAD. 

The m1king of thi8 rond has hnr.n con1rar.tP.d for ns fiir ns the limited sum granted will 
rPar·h 'J'hn \Vork ,,·a~ corna1nnc .. d at t~1e l>ortngal ( ;ove road and carried onwards towards 
Broad (~nVP. \\' ert~ t hB ~u:n of t:200 grant Pd it \\1 rul<I sPrve to drain anrl rnaku the rnarshes 
ilnd othPr JHP't~, thn \V~tolt-~ cfistanc•... 'l'ilf·~ (•o?llHllS""ioners are of opinion that the monies 
\vhieh •uay her~·aftPr ho SPI apart t~ , r this very usP-ful road \Vould be n1ost •beneficially np
plil'd iu thi:-l '''a.v. IJroacl { ·ovP is a thriving litllH place, and to give its inhabitants an easier 
intercourse n·iLh SI. Juhu's is \Vorthy the consideration of the Legislature. · 

·roll BA,,. l{OA D. 

In carrying ont fhP, irnprovP.tnrnt~ on the varion~ lines of road, the Comn1issioners have 
lairl it c~~,,,,n as a .fi,ttcl ruh--, to eorntnPllCP thPir opc·rations on those parts which are neares.t 
to Sr .• J . )!1n'~. In thP appli<·ation oftlu~ grant fiJr this road, the (;01111nissioners \Vere in
ducPd to deviatP trorn tl.i:-' principle fiir th~ ti>llowing- rPasons-first, on al·count of t)u:~ srnall
tlP~s ofllu~ grant, and ~Pcondly, lu•eauso a strong pPtition \Va~ prPsented to the IJ0;1rd ti·orn 
t'1P. i11:1ahi1ant~ of l\.rh:1y., praying that tlu• monPy might he laid out in the \Vorst partR of 
rli<·~ r ~ ,ad._ \Vhich thPy ~•att 'd ''' rP in· tl ·p ,·i«·1nilJ of"l'c,rhay. ·ro this aprlicntion lhl! Corn-
1n!s,ioners readily acceded, anJ a:u, \Vhole of the rnonPy has been expended near 1 1orbay. 

"l"he ''o~n · nis~ion«;rs cannot <"los<' th"ir rPmark~ nn thi~ most usPful line ef road \Vithout 
rcsp : ~e1ti111y dra,vin:.r thB alt<~nti~>ll oftht~ L"gi~lature to the nf!cessity of giving a lihPral 
gra 111 t~u· t hr~ con1 pl.-ti ·>II t h~·H~Pof: as it is one rnuch fi·equPut eel hot h hy fishern1en and far
mr-r~. an:I a very con~id,~rahle tradr- is carriPd on hPt\VuPn Torhay and the (;apital. It' is, 
besidt-'~, the only outlet fi·uu1 St. John's to Flat l{ock and l'ouch ~ove. 

OUT Ell C<>\'E ROAD. 

ThiQ ~oad hn~ nn\V hPPn rnade to \Vil hin 2 i miles of Out~r Covr, A hout the distance of 3-
mi l"~ fron1 ~L J"~l••'=-' ir \V . 1~ t(l ·1nd in1ru'ra1ivP ro chang:e the old linP, nnd by kaeping further 
lo tlu~ :-:outh ara·l \V<·~r. t .> ohtaiu a f<~ \'PI,. an.I als:t to givoa ht>lter direction, thPrPhy shorten .. 
iug the d1slance c·ou~itlt · rablJ-both uf ,,.h:ch ohjet·ts hnve been atiained by this altera•ion. 

. . . 

'fhP nP\V linP pa~~cs through a counJr_y thickly \\'oodPd, \Vhich has been openPd up and 
cl•'arPd of trPP~, .~•un1p~ and . rqot~, ~.•q 1!i~ \Vt<lth ,,f .1 '.J feP.~. Se\'eral e~sential hl·i<~ge~- ha\·_e_ 
bPr.n huilt't '''i1h ~t~>ne and lin1(• rno1·1ar, n1ul c.'»vPrPd ten1porarily to serve durjr1~ 1he, in~~:'~f.~)t 
,,·int er. Slt--ighs a11d slPdgPs rnay 110\v bP. \Vorkc-d the \~hi>I<~ distnncc tu Outer Co\'e. \~' h<>n 
thi~ rnii<I is <·ornplPtPd, it \Villj ~· .~.u«.f an e_\sy .in~~~r~~~>ur~ \\'ith the capital, and facilitate the 
I; ringing in .. to 1 h1? 1narl<Pt of St .• Jnhu':o:, h.v the inhabitants oft his sutt lnrr1enr, the produce of 
the place, US \\'ell as open ·Up a new i ritcl of land !~Jr agri.cul~ural enterprise., 

l .. OG Y B.~ Y ROAD. 
•• r I 

, .. hP. road to Logy Bny has hPrn rnade on n VPry limited scale, to within half a mile of the 
CovP. t\ further gran• of £CO \Yould nut only make it the whole way, but \Vould enable the 
Commissioners perfectly ~o finish the part already furm·ed. 
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~" · ~1~.rhc road b!et\Veen Flat Rock and ·rorbay·has been opened, but no part of it 'has yet been 
:~ made : j~ is c~nsequently in a very rough and irnperfect state.-{)n approaching Flat Rock 
· from the 'l"orhay side, it wiil be i'nipra:ctica'l>le to follow the old line. .\t the top of the hill 
~ ·\vhieh overlooks Flat l{ock, it ,,~ill be necessary lo keep further fron1 the shorP., a·nd· to s\veep 

the high ground \vhich, hnrnediately to the south and \VP-st of this settlen1ent,joins the Pouch· 
c;ove road to the North and \\!est of the Cove. 'l'o trace out and level this part 
of that line only, the sum of £200 .. \vi!I · be reqµired, and until this shall· have been 
clone, the whole line of road beyond Flat Ilock to Pouch Cove \vill be comparatively unavail• 
able for horse and cart \Vork. . , r.-

• •• ~ .f l.,OlTCl1 · COVE RO.c\D. 

·. ._ 1.his beautiful 1ine of road bct\VPcn Flat (~ock and Pou~h Cove is no\v completely opened 
= ·and cleared. About 15 \Vooden IJri~Jges have been thro\ivn acro~s the larger streams and 

brooks, and measures are no\V taking to drain the worst parts with the residue of last year's 
-grant. · As the intercourse on this road cannot he very great at ~uch a distance from the 
capita), it \viii be advisable after it shall have been drained, to n1ake only fi·o1n s· to 10 fi~et of 

--the centre, in order,. \Vith ·a srna!I sun1, to carry it for\vard a corasiderable distance. "J~his 
plan \Vil! hold good in all the rernnte lines of road \vhere agricultural pursuit~ are only in em
l>ryo; the g ~·eut object being to connect the lnore distant settlement~ \Vith St. John's. 

. . 
' 

l{ lVER l··l EA D 110 .-\t). 

'This road ·leading frotn the \VD~t ead of the to\Vn tO\Vards . the River head' is still in an; urr 
finished state. 

· ·· The repairs of this road \Vere contracted f<>r considerahly under value, nnrl. the contrac
. ·tors have consequently sutfererl. rrheir sureties have ad\yanced the sum of £50 to enable 

thern lo complete the \Vork, but still they ha\7e not been enabled to do so. , 
'J,his fine entrance into the to\-vn fi·onJ the south and n·est was to have heen well made to 

the \Vidth of 25 feet, ofa clear road \Vay, \Vi~h suitable gutters on eac!i side where r~quired, 
to convey the surface \Valer to t.h~ catch \Vuter drains, but none of these requisites have yet 

~· been fulfilled. 
'l'he ,,·hole of the available funds fin· this service have been dra\vn, nn<l the (~ommissioners 

·· have 110 discretionary po\vei~ to l'Xtcnd relief to th(~ contractors, nor have they any funds to· 
dt"Cl\V lliJ~>n, even if they possessed the po\Ver. rrhe COlltraetors then have no alternative 
but to petition the legislature, which alone can afford-thern-reliet: 

\ .... .,.. ., ~ . ... .. 

. . . B.\ Y OF BULLS. ROAD. 
J , • .. • .. " ... 

- . . J - ti • • - - ... 

.. . ' 

·-; ··This·road is the grent outlet to all the settlements south of the f'apital, and is second only 
; .iil irnportance to the t>Jacentia line of road. It nlay be ~aid to co1nn1ence at the (,orn iVJill 
·of the l\1essrs Joh at · ]liver-head, "vhere it joins the 'ropsail line, and fro1n about one hnndrPd 
· yards beyond this, point, it is \veil made· to the distance of 4~ n1ilPs. running· beyond Block ... 
.. . ti1akers llall a cons.iderable ,way, and pas~iug over'" Sweflnt~J'~ i\-lar~h,'' <;n the nPW linP. At 
·the easte~n bounda~y. of Ayl\vards,s laud, a departure ti·un1 lhP old road wasfi1und unavoidable. 

:_ !'· 'fo obtain a better .·lcvt>l' thP ,Gon~rnissioners had to pass thiough the lands uf Fuley, t\yl
\Vnrd, l{yan ·and '<>t!)cn.1)fOt ' \\'hich cornt)e·nsation \Vas cl~1irncd and givch agrceahfy to the p·r(r. 
visions oft he l~oad act. The s~ms .a\\'arde,l .as compfns~1tion on this, aud on the Petty 1·1ar., 
her line of road, considerably 1•rc·lutcd the fiinds of th<-f f~om1niss1one1 s f(lr thesq t\VO roads. 
1'he g:·eat advanta.gcs gained, hy the a!tcl'ations alfUGt:!d to, Coilllot but r1·ove highly advan-

. riigcous t_o~the public. ~~ron) S\,·cenPy's n!an.;h the grPatP1' part oft his road runs 1 hrough a 
b·~·nu'tiful · country·, thickly \Vood~.>d9 \vh :ch hns bt·( 'H \..pPnPd uµ '}u:. \\·holu of thB \\'ay to '~ay 

. -~UllS to the \Vidth of 26 feral. "l'he gr(~af ef par I ,,f ~\\'a rnps aucJ haJ parts ha Ve hePn draip. 
-ed, .. by \\'ht<'h the ruHd h. s hi,~1r rnadt' £r1n 1u.tl dry.,-aud · \~J o.t: ~d< · ll br idge~ have bc~~. J.:onst1<up· 
wd over llu~ prhu.=ipaJ river:; and Lroolis al<Jng the \\'hole line. · ~ · · · · · ·· .. .. ~ 
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NE\Vl~OWN ROi\D. 
, 

On this road a ve_ry good bridge has been built with stone abutments, a_nd strongly coYer-: 
_ed \Vi th wood, and that part of the road bet\veen the bridge and the cross road, which l~ds 
io the lands of ~Jr. llogan, will be completed ea.rly in the t!nsuing spring. A number of en· 
terprising fitrn1ers and other settlers reside in the quarter to which ,tJ1is road leads, \vhich e·n
titles it to a first consideration among the minor roads or the district • 

. .. 
• 

tJPPEll LONG PdND ROAD) . 

This very fine hne of road is made to about half a mile beyond Lo'ng Pond bridge, and 
has already been found highly beneficial to the numerous livers adjacent thereto. Among 

-the vari9us ro~ds in the district, this is, on the whole, nne of the best made ; and as it tneets 
the road fi·om Brine's bridge to Upper Long Pond by l{ennie's l\1ill, the two roads combi· 
ned, give every taci lity to intercourse \Vith the to\vn. 

"J~hcre are a great many liverti beyond that part at which the made road terminates, who 
are entitled to the favourable notice of the Legislature. Another small grant \Vould serve 
to run this road for\\'ard. on a narrow scale, to a point nearer the \'e·rge of agricultural set.; 
tiers, and \Vould prove of great value to then1. 

• 

BltINE•s BlllDGE ROAD . 

~ ' . .. . . . \ 

The road leading frorri the head of the King's road to llrine~s bridge is much in need of 
tepair. No grant has ev~r been given for this much-frequented road, \vhich is the outlet 
.frorn the to\vn to the tnost populous part of the district. Were the sum of £80 given, it 
\Vould arnend and greatly intprove it. T,, reduce the hill adjacent to iVlr. 1\'Jitchell's house, 
and render it easy, would require the sum of £30. 

~ ... ... . 

FRIENDLY llALL ROAD~· 

The snm of £50 was granted for this road, and has been expended. About one third of 
the distance is no"v coinpleted, and to make good the remaining two thirds, would require a 
further sum of £130. r .. 

. . 
PETTY HARBOR ROA o~ 

This road, \vh'ich branches off fi·om the Bay of Bulls line about half a tnite south of water
ford bridge, i.3 now partly formed to within two tniles of J>etty Harbor. 1'he sma~lness of 
the sun1 gr~nted tor t.his service induced the Commissioners to confine the made part· to '1 
feet in width, and even this very limited \\1ichh involved great expense and labour. The ·na-

- tural difficulties whi~h occurred . ~lrnost at. every step greatly increased the rate per n1ile of 
· making, and h 'OCP the reason \\rhy this road is so narrow, and so much of it yet unimproved~ 
'ro 1nake _ t~.e ~emainin_g 2 1niles will requir~ a ~ery considerable sum of money, even on the 

_ ~a1ne scale as that pa~t already f<>rrued . As the road apprt~ac~es ti\~ bar-b?r the obstacles 
increase, a11d to foro1 it to the \Vatcr's edge, the sli1n of .£350 wuuld be required. 

4,. • ' t 

·. . For the making of th i's road the snin of £80 \\'as granted, 1

which has been ne.arly expend~ 
: ed,and will proveofvast 11tility to the fi1rn1ersand others in that neighbourhood, for whose 
·benefit it \\'<~s principally intended. Sho_uld a sum equal · in a1nount be granted this yPar, .it 

- \vould serve to· unite this ,~ary useful road \Vith the Bay of Bulls new line, at the southern e~_. 
-·lfetnity of S\veeney's rnarih. ·· . . . 
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Th:s roail is completed to wirhin half a mile at the fitrth(~St of agrif'ultural :setttemPnfs. 
J.\luch good, notwithstanding, could still be eff:-}cted hy runnin~ it .a liu le tart her 'lo\\'ards the 
j nterior, as ne\\· tracts of excellent land would be opened up to inclining settlers, ill a \·cry 

.. desirable and fertile part of the coun1~ry. 

BA\'. O.F BULLS AND OLD PLACEN1-tA RO.t\D • 

• 
The settlers on these Jines of road lurve no con1munication by any cross 1·oad; it ~' therP. 

fore \'ery desirahle that one should he rnade to connect 1h~se '"''o r~uds,. and wr-re it h~i<~ . ont 
.so as tc) c.ut the old Placentia road nearly opposite ;\ ,.lount 1->t!arl, and 1• , , 1~rniug it 1bro~1gh _a 
populous s~ttlernent situate bet\V·een these two points, to join the Bay .of ~~alls rua<l son1e
lwl1ere near the sou1her1nost part of Sweeney's marsh, it \Vould be of the great.est utility to 
~the '''hole of the se;ttlers in the southern section of the district. 

.. 

WilG~lORE'S GlTLLY llOAD. 

The ·money granted for this ·road ·has enahlecl thr' (,ornm·i~sioners to n~ake it tolt~rahly 
:good as far as Nuil's far.n1, \\1hich has alrea<l.v prG\'en of grPat utility to 1he fi1r1nnrs nnd 
~other setllfrs on this line of road. A. very difficult part, h<~~"'~vPr, re1uains yPt to he 1nadP. 
To the west\\'ard of Neil's old fiarm house the road PlltPrs a ~1Pautiful \'alf. .. y ; at this pHrl. a 
pPrfcct flat, over \vhich t1he '''afer fi·osn the highPr ground 10 tlu'.> ~0111h and \\'Psl tlo\v~. 
without being confined to any particulnr f'<>HrsP. ·In c,,nsflqt1Pt1<·P of .thi~, and tool tain a 
safe a.nd. cernmodious passage, the .road '''ill rc:.qnire I t» he sVi~ht ly raised thP \Vholt~ ''':sy 
.acro~s ·the vallPy, (\vhich is not· more than . l\Vo hundrPcl ya·rti:- ), nud 1\\'o. or thrf'e srnall 
·bridges should he thro\vn across al su<·h parts as 1nay hn dePruPd .,xpc-'diPnt. lly the ador-
tion of this plan, tho water \Vhi•·h is now seattt.trc id ov,,r tla~ plnin ,,·i'I hn eonduetPd into pr<'
per channels, and an easy ,cornrnnnieat iou aff<,r(h'd 10 the nun1•:rous fi1rmers and other iului

~b11ants to the westwa1•<l of this alm~_>st irnpassahlc .spot. 

ROi\D Fl{0~1 THE . \i\1 IGi\'IORE'~ GlTJ~l~Y ll0.-\0, ·ro ~1JEET Tfll~ Ol~D 
'I'll PS1\l L ll () .-\I>. 

'Thi~ -road hranc.hPs off fro1n the 'Vigmore':-: Gully road on thn f\astern si,le of Neil':-; old 
f:'?rOl hnusP, and paSSPS lo\\'ards thu interior.. rf''h" nutnPrOllS settlPrS 011 this fine l;ne \VP.rl~ 
·destitulP. of.anything \vhich dc~served the 11an1e _of roacl. ,.\sort of open ~ru1cra, 011 ,,·hieh, here 
and 1hP-rP, the stones taken froru the adjaceut lanus had been thro\vn indiscrisnin··1t ely, \Yas 
;i ll . 1 h : ~ t rn a r·k Pd t he p n I h . . , . · 

. 'rhe prin1ary oljPct of this ro~-0 is to u·nit~ t_he \l.igrnore's Gully roa<l \vith \Vhnt is cal!ed 
thu old 'fopsail road near llyan's f~trrn, and frnrn thPnce passing u~r the valley, \VIII run on a 
line .to join the new ~l'opsail road nhout _8 n1iles fi·om St. J·>hn's, thus opening up hy far thH 
. finest agricu:ltural tract in the n~ighbo_u, hood of :Si. John's. . . 

. . 
W,~Tl~lll~ORD El1Il)GE. 

This bridge has been re-c '>11str11cted and thoroughly cornplE~tP.d, nn<I will he fi>und to nn-
;S\ver the best expectations \Vhich were forn1ed of its utility. "l"he · ahutrnents .. ' '·hic·h in the 
first instance \\~ere discovered to be dcafecti,~e, have been constructed ~o as to rPnder the \\'hole 
fabric P'~rn1anently secure. '"fhe arch is built of the very hest ruhhle st .. : ru~ which the loca
lity could aflord, and which \Vas procured at 111uch expense and 1ahor, and if proper at_f Pn
t~on he paid to keeping the whole st1 ucture in tepair, thct·e can no\V he little doubt of ats du-
·rabiljty. It i's an object C!Onlbining ~·real usefulness, wi1h much arehitectural beauty. · 

·rhe sum of £:>0 "·as sought for by petition during 1he last session, for the purpose of clean
sing and deepening the river but was not granted. As the future stability <>f the Bridge 
will, in a great measure, depend on tb.is work bein.g accomplished~ 'tl1e Com1uiss.ioners solicit 
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the particular attention of the Legislature to it, with an anxious desire that the vote may not 
be over looked. 

l~HE BROOKFIEl~D, TOPSAIL, AND HOLYROOD ROAD. 

This road which parts from the .Hay of Bulls, and Petty Harbor line at the River IJead, 
has been n1ade fi)r som·e years past, to a distance of nearly five miles from St. John's. At 
Steady \VatPr, the Hoard of l{oad Commissioners appointed under the Appropriation Act 
cornn1encfld thP-ir improv(~n-.ents, and it was by the1n partly opened and drained to 'fopsail. 
J't t that part \vhere the road enters the thick \Voods it has been found advisable to depart 
fron1 the Old 'l'o:}sail tract for the purpose of obtaining a better level, and by alternately fol
lo\v.ng and crossing the old path, a very beautiful and level line has been found; upwarrls of 
two thirds of the distance, between Steady \i\later and Topsail, has been contracted for, and 
\Viii be finished early the ensuing sumrner. 

Owing to the \vant of means to contract forr-the \Vhole distance, a difference of opinion ex
isted a8 to the rnethcJd of ex pending the surn ~ranted, to the pub) ic advantage.· ;: On 1nature 
consideration, and nfter a rninnte inspection of the unrnade part, it was judged expedient to 
contract for th,, repairs of the \Vorst parts first, .. "vhich~being tnade, rlwould afford to )he pub
lic a tolerably passable road all tbe \vay to "'fopsail, and the Cornmissioners the n1ore readily 
agreed to this proposition, as that part of the road in the in1cnediate vicinity of Topsail was 
impassable with;safety on the ne\V line. 

The greater part <)ft he obstructions \:vhich prevented a clear and le\1 el road way to Tor· 
sail have been wholly or partly ren1oved, and temporary bridges have been built to serve for 
,,the present \i\'inter, so that the \vbole di~'tance frotn St. John's to Topsail can no\v be work
ed \Vith sleds and sloighs. 'l'hat sectjon of the road between the late t\1r. Doyle's land and 
the 17th ~lile post \vas contracted for by a person of the natne of Willian1 Quigley. This 
particular part required a good deal of filling, & several considerable cuts \\'ere necessary to be 
n1ade. The contractor, \vho \Vas hnt little skilled in such matters, suffered severely in conse
quence ofhavi ng taken the cont1 net too lo\v. An application \Vas made by him last year, to the 
Legislature, for compensation, and his claim met \Vith scn1e consideration. A small sum was 
a\varded hirn, '"hich he greatly needed, having perfi)rrned a great deal of work for cornpara
tively little n1oney, but the Road Bi II, in which the grant \Vas included, not having passed, 
he h!ts not yet obtained the arnou nt. This portion of the road still re{nains in a very unfi
nished state, o\ving to the utter inability of the contractor to con1plete it. 

That part of the roau \vhich is nenrest to St.. John'~, situate bet\veen Mr. Palk·s house. Ri
ver Head, and the l~rookfiel<l farm, 'vas not, in the first instance, laid cut on the best line 
that may have been obtained. 1 ~he alteration, ""here it would be desirable to run the new 
line, is now impracticable/'o\ving to the vast quantity of cultivated land on the Southern, or 
lowest side, the purchase of \vbich '"ould absorb too much money to atternpt it. 

The present line, however'I is susceptible of great improven1ent,and were an adequate sum gi
ven, many of the worst hills could be lo\vered, and the valleys raised, so as to reduce the 
whole to gently inclined planes. This road is much too narrow for the purposes required, 
and it cannot be denied that this populous part of the district is justly entitled to the most fa
vourable consideration of the Legislature. It is not alone entitled to consideration on the 
score of resident population, but it will, when made, form part of the great northern and 
western line which is intended to intersect the country. Where it reaches Holyrood it there 
rr1eets the line of road which connects the whole of the settlements on the north side of Con
ception and the south side of .. rrinity Bays. At l:lolyrood it \vill be joined to the St. Mary's 
road by Salrnonier, as also by the great \\1es tf'rn ro<td \ivhich is in contemplation to Placentia. 
On that part situate bet\Yeen Topsai l a~;! liolyroqd, little has been done beyond drain• 
ing the S\l'arnps, freeing it of sturups, roots, &~., and e recting temporary bridges across Ma- . 
nuel's brook, 4ongpoud, .and Kell~gre\VS f{i ve rs~ . . 

1 
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'fhis road, in whichever point we view it, is by far the most important one in the Island, 
·and in tirr1e will become the grand connecting link between St. John's and all the western · 
and northern settlements of the Colony. 

Tl1e Con1missioners in framing this report, have confined it more particularly to the roads 
and streets for which grants of the Legislature have been given. There ate other streets of 
the town, and various other roads which equally claim consideration, and the Commission
ers conceive it not beyond the scope of their duty, respectfully to draw the attention of the 
Legislature to their very bad condition, with a view of obtaining the means to repair the1n. 

The \Vhole of the cross-streets and lanes bet ween Beck's Cove and Hutchings's lane, River 
Head, are in a very bad and filthy state, and ought no longer to be 11eglected, for, indepen
dent of other important considerations, it will be impossible to keep Water .. street clean, so 
long as water is allo\ved to overflo\V the cross-streets and lanes, and run down over it, leav
ing thereon a very 11npleasant deposit. The sum of £300 would go far to remedy these and 
other evils \vhich exist in almost every street in the western \Vards of the to\vn. 

The street which branches off from Duckworth-street, near the residence of James Fer
gus Esq. J.P. and leading to\\yards l\!Jonday's Pond is in a dep]orable state, and quite unsafe 
for the ordinary intercourse of lifi). No street in the to\vn is n1ore in need of repair than 
this. 

• 

This street, which intersects Water and Duckworth streets at Ducl{worth street bridge, is 
in a very disgraceful state. The water which is discharged from the high ground immedi
ately north of this street, runs over its centre, and the greater part of the fi Ith of the neigh
bourhood is thro,vn thereon. Were a cnvered drain bui It frotn the hr idge to the harbour the 
nuisances in this street \Vould be con1pletely abated, and the surface, \vhich is r1ow offensive 
to the eye, would be rendered clean and wholeso1ne. 

Close to Duckworth street bridge is an eligiule situation for a Jlnhlic tank or reser,'oir for 
·water. Of the many useful measures \vhich have occupied the attention of the Legislature, 
·there is not one fraught with greater benefits to the public than this. The sum of £300 
.,vould not only serve to build a reservoir of sufficient din1ensions, but \Vould also for1n an ac-
queduct between the bridge and the harbour. 

The Comn1issioners respectfully subn1it, that tile expe.rirnent could he made for the above 
·sum, and if found to answer, others could be constructed in all the public Coves in the town, 
every one of \Vhich offers a suitable situation for the purpose.-Should these suggestions be 
acted upon, the public would be furnished ''1ith conduits from \vhich to obtain pure and 
wholesome water, not alone sufficient for daily use, but an ample supply to serve in C!}se of 
fire. 

The same improvements which are applicable to Beck's Cove could be carried out in Hun
ter's ~-.Cove to a far greater extent by uniting it to Duckworth Street. 

PRESC.:OTl, STREET. 

Thi~ street joins Duckworth Street at Hunters' Cove Bridge, and has been open for up
wards of two years. As yet, however, it has proved of little or no advantage to the public, 
nor is it likely to be of much, unless its present direction be altered.-What the alteration 
should be it is unnecessary for the Commissioners to say, but that a change of tl1e line is call
ed for, there is no doubt . 

This street is situate in the very centre of the town, with an ample space on each side, on 
which dwelling houses may be erected, and were it fairly laid out, levelled and drained, there 

-



APPENDIX, 63 

·is every reason to believe that a populous street would shortly arise. That inclination to 
ext.end the to,vn towards the \Ve~tward lwhich is so manifest) would cease, and the small 
capita1i~t \Vould embrace the opportunity of investing his money in houses \vhich could 
not fai I to be occupied, anrl thus would the town have all the benefit which is found to arise 
out of a more condensed population. 

So far as the roads of this district have been made, an excellent foundation has been laid 
\vhich will, in tin1e, render them easy of improvement. 'fhe general directions and inclina
tions of all the new lines of road have been laid out, so as not to require change; to accom~ 
plish \vhich, .. no pains or labour have been spared by the Surveyor or his assistants. What
ever future improvements the country may undergo, little or no alteration \Vill be necessary 
on the lines of road lately laid out.; consequently not a single shilling of the public money has 
been uselessly expended thereon. 

Notwithstanding that the Commissioners have been at great pains to Jay solid foundations 
in tho various roads under their direction, still, the rnaterials \vhether consisting of gravel or 
stone, have seldom been judiciously selected and arranged by the Contractors, and havtl often 
been laid so promiscuously upon the roads, as to render it inconvenient to travel upon them. 
The shape of the roads, too, or cross sections, which are of great consequence, have been too 
often disregarded by the contractors- hut the very low rate at which most of the roads \Vere 
contracted for, made the duty onerous and painful on the Commissioners to enforce a rigid 
adherence to the sections and specifications. 

The Contractors for the making of roads in this district are every day becon1ing more ex
perienced in the art, and are also gaining a 1nore accurate knowledge of the rate at 
which roads can be properly made, and, as in fututre, the excuse of total ignorance cannot 
be pleaded, a more rigid systern can \Vith justice be enforced, and the whole of the works 
subject to a more rigorous inspection. 

No season could possibly have been more trying for the newly tnade roads than the latter 
part of last year. The alternate severe frosts and saturating rains loosened the road to such 
a degree as to throw io the surface every particle of soft n1aterial, and the whole of the 
earthy matter which ought in the first instant to have been rejected, will be fairly exposed 
in the spring,"',vhich will not only enable the commissioners to remedy past defects, but will 
afford the best test as to the durability of the materials which have been already used. 

P.LACENTIA ROAD BY HOLYROOD AND SALl\fONIER. 

A preliminary survey oft.he line of road by Holyrood and Salmonier to Placentia was 
made by Mr. Blackburn in the year 1835. On a minute inspection of the -plan submitted, 
it was discovered that that part of the line traced between Holyrood and Salmonier tended too 
much to the southward, and that the ground over which the sµrvey had been made was too 
elevated and undulating for the ordinary purposes of a good road. 

In order to ··obtain more precise information relative to this important road (which is inten
ded to connect Conception and St. Mary's Bays) another survey was ordered by the Board 
of Road Commissioners, appointed under the appropriation act of 1836. 

" 



, 

64 APPENDIX. 

By a plan of the survey submitte_d by Mr. Byrne, Su~veyor t~ the B0ard, it \Vas found 
that a n1ore level line could be obtained, at a lower elevation, and 1n a n1uch better directiot1, 
passing through !and infinitely su~erior in poi~t of fertility, and off~~ring far greater advan
tages to settlers along the whole hne bet\veen Holyrood and Sa~mon1er.-Mr. Byrne's survey 
\Vas confined principally to that part of the road which runs directly frorn Ilolyrood to the . 
head of Conception Bay, to Salmonier at the head of St. Mary's Bay. 

ln the year 1836, a grant \Vas given by the -Legislature fi)r this road, which has been 
partly applied in the survey alluded to, and partly expended in ope ning about. 5 n1iles on that 
part next to Holyrood, and, as far as t.his particular part is concerned, there cannot exist but 
one opinion, \vhich is that no material alteration can be made \Vith ad vantage to the public. 

-Mr. Blackburn's preliminary survey extends onwards ffon> Saln1onear to Great Placentia by 
Colinet, and on this part of his plan, also, a considerable difference of opinion existed, even 
among persons whq were hest acquainted \Vi th the route. It \Vas said that a more direct 
line from I-Iolyrood to Placentia could be had, \Vhtch \Vould greatiy shorten the djstance and 
facilitate the intercourse bet\l'een ~t. John's and that distant sett)ernent.. With a lively con
sideration of the importance of the rnatter, the [loard of Road Con1n1issioners for the Cen
tral district ordered another cursory survey to be rnade in the rnont.hs of Oecernber and Jan
uary last, \Vith a view to ohtain more accurate information on the subj0ct. 

In confor1nity with the instructio11s of the Board, Mr. Byrne, their surveyor, left St. John's 
on the inoring of the 26th December last, and proceeded to a point on the Salrnonier line 
of road, 5 miles west by South of Holyrood, from whence he directed his course due \Vest on 
to Colinet, (leaving the Salmonier line on his left) and chence to (;reat Jlfacentia, and 'vith 
his party arrived at. the latter p]ace on the 13th day after leaving St. John's \Vithout any 
satisfactory result, having rnet with many difficulties to the formation of a road, in conse
quence of ponds and other obstructions on the \Vay. 

On his return from Placentia, ~'Jr. Byrne took, ftJr part of the way, a direction still more 
northerly than. that by which he \vent, and by doing so, gathered n1uch information as to the 
description of country \vhich lies between the Bays of Conception and Placentia. ~r Byrne's 
:report is now before the Comn1issioners, and from the information \vhich it conveys no great 
difficulty exists in arriving at pretty correct conclusions. 'l'he information, ho,vever, is not 
of that precise character, nor iR it founded on that strict investigation, which \Vould \varrant 
the Commissioners in recommending to the l ... egislature the exact line of road which ought to 
be adopted in tracing the great Northern and 'Vestcrn line by 'frinity and J>Iacentia Bays. 

In giving expression to ·their opinions, however, the (~ommissioners are not to be under
stood as ineauing that the line of road IJ.v ~aln1onier to Great Placentia is the best ad:l pted 
to opeu a comtnunication with the rnost distant \\,estern and northern settlements of the colo
ny, fora g lauce at the plan furnished by Mr Byrne, when compared \Vith the Chart of New-
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foundland wi1l shO\V, that to effect this desirable object. it \ViJ1 be in1perativc to keep Very 
much fat~ther to the northward in order to produce such a line as will render it easy to run 
branch roads into the main one from both sides of the Island ; an<l to cotnpass this, the main 
north line might fol1o\v the road \vhich leads round Conception Ray, as far as ~aln}on Cove, 
a distance of about 5 or 6 miles beyond l·lolyrood, where it should p,art the Conception Bay 
Road, and taking nearly a northwest direction, keeping ns near to Dildo Cove ~nd Chapel 
Bay as circumstances \VouJd ad1nit, run thence on\varcls betvveen Trinity and Placentia 
Ba}"S nearly ns far as North Harbor .. at the head of (>Jacentia Bay, ~here the northern line 
of Trinity and 13onavista 1night, \vith propriety branch off. 

' 

"fhe Commissioners in closing this report are glad to avail of the opportunity afforded 
them, to acknowledge the ~ervice~ of l\fr; Byrne, their surveyor, who has in every instance 
\vhere they have had occasion to employ him, merited their unqualified confidence and ap
probation ; and they conceive it their duty to state, that i\1Jr. Byrne has established for hirn
self, in his particular department as ~nrveyor and lnspecior; clain1s on the country, \vhich 
they anxiously trust \Viii not be overlooked. l"he Board have, therefore, to recon1mend Mr. 
Byrne· to the particular consideration of his Excellency the Governor, and of the other 
branches of the ,l.~e~islature, as a person whose future services as a Land and Road Survey
or, may be rna<le highly beneficial to the colony, and they l·espcctfully submit the propriety 
of including Mr. Byrne's salary in the General Bill of Supply. 

Chairman. 
St. John's, Fel1. 22nd 1840. 

> 

Col111nn11ications fro111 the Board of Roacl Co1nrr1issio11ers. 

' .. ,. .. 

Stone Buildings, April 7, 1840. -
. . 

Sir,-l have the honor to acquaint you, for the inforn1ation of his Exce1lcncy the Gover--
nor, th~t a meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for the Central D'istrict \Vas held on· 
yesterday; to take into consideration the present state of the affairs of the Board , and the , 
condition of the various works under their direction. 

First, with reference to the incidental expenses of the Board, \vhich have heretofore been 
defrayed from a fund set apart frorn the gross surns granted hy the Legislature for this di'strict in 
the road bills of 1838..:9, but in consequence of no road bill having passed the present year; it is· 
much to be desired that a direct provision should be made by the l~egislature to liquidate' the 
expenses which \Vill necessarily be incurred by the Board in superintending to completion· 
the nurr1erous contracts now in progress, and others \Vhich will be entered into by the Board. 

Secondly, the Commissioners beg to intimate to his Excellency, that in order to the effici-· 
ent discharge of their public duty, it is unavoidably necessary· that they should retain in their 
service Mr. Thomas Byrne, surveyor, and :\1r. Stephen J. Daniel, secretary, together with 
the two inspectors. The services of the surv.eyor and his assistants will not alone be required· 
for this district, but will be made available for the Placentia line of road by Salmonier, which' 
is, as yet, very imperfectly surveyed and laid out, and for \vhich a considerable sum of money 
is still at the disposal of the Board; but as the Commissioners have not the n1eans of paying 
these individuals, they beg to subrnit the difficulties unde·r \Vhich they labour, to the favoura: 
ble consideration of the Legislature. 

• 

, 
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,.\s a great many contracts in this district rcn1ai n to he finished, and others entered into._ 
and as ~n1ple crnployn1?nt can he 1(Jund fo!: all t~1e _ofiiccrs en1rloyed ,_1nder the Board highly 
conducive to the puhhc advantage, the ( ,01nt111ss1oners are induced to hope .that his Ex
cellency \Vill accord \Vith then·1 ir1 opinion and be pleased to 'oring t.he \vhole cJfthe facts sta
ted above under the vie\v of the othf'r branchcH of the Legislature \vit h his Excellency's re
cornrncndat ion, that an expl·ess provision be tnade for the purposes alluded to, name1y-

11,or defraying the salary of :rho1nas 13yrne, surveyor, £166 sterling. 

Ir or defraying the salary of Stephen ,J. Daniel, secretary,-£ 100 sterling. 

For defraying th~ salary of E<l1,'iard Tobin, assistant surveyor, £60 sterling. 

For defi·nying the salary of Daniel Eagan, assistant surveyor, £60 sterling. 

'rhirdly, the Conu11issioners beg to draw his Excellency'~ attention to the· outstanding 
'clnin1s upon then1, a statement of \l'hich they snbjoin, with a request that his Excellency 'viii 
he pleased to bring the same under the consideration· of the Legislature, \Vith a vien· to ob
tain a grant t~ discharge thcn1. 

STATEJIE~T. 

(iuecn strf\ct, £75-(l'liis sun1 has been paid the (~(>ntractor out of the Grant for the 
Block n1aker's 11 all and Bay Bulls roads, and is intended lo revert 
to its first appropriation.) 

·safety \\Tall in Duck\VOrth Srrect., £66.-(~l'his snn1., put do\Vn fiH· the safety \Vall as a 
clain1 on the <J1 orn1nissionPrs, \Vas a\varded the contractor by a 
.Jury, but as the case involved sorr1e points in la\v, it \Vas reserved 
to be urgued in (~hambers, and as Counsel have not been heard on 
either side of the question. no decision has been given.) 

\Vcst'.,·n. rd l}oint lload, 1~85-llay of fiulls Road, £12-Duck,vorth-street, £7. 
-Job's Bridge, £16 . . 

F~ourthly, the (]01n1nissioners \Votild like,vise bring under the notice of his Excellency se
veral individuals 'vho have suffered loss in consequence of the lo\iv rates at which contracts 
\Vere taken by the1n. These parties having- already applied by petition to the proper quar
ter, \\7 bere their claims have been recognised, and con1pensation a\varded them in l\VO succes ... 
sive Road Bills which have not passed the Legislature ; rnoreover as their individual losses 
}1ave been certified by this Board, the (~ornn1issioners think it not beyond their province to 
advert to the subject, \Vith a desire that their claims n1ay again be referred to the Legis
lature-viz. 

\Vrn. Quigley, the contracto1· for part of the Topsail road, £65 o o 

l\f. Allen, sen. the contractor for the road to Ring's Bridge 80 o o 

Robert Sha\v and others, contractors for River Head road 60 o o 

. Fifthly, the (~ommissioners beg to subn1it to his Excellency the utility of re-appropriating 
the sum formerly granted '' to b~~ild a \Vharf at Boden's Cove,~' together \Vith an additional 
surn for constructing a proper landing place for fish-:>tfal and other 1nanure at Holan's Cove, 
such a rneasure being of the great.est importance to the agricultural population of the 
district. . 
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Sixthly,--!The roads and streets of this district having occu.pied the attention of t!ie Board; 
the Cotnmissioners are of opinion, t.hat as the various streets and roads in and about the town~ 
fron1 being so constantly \Vorked; require to be kept in rep~i~, and that" if a ~pecific gran~ 
\Vere given for that purpose, it would eventually be productive of a great saving to the 
Colony. 

I 

:·;; The l{ing's Bridge is in a very dilapidated state, and stands much in need of general re
pair; the retaining \Valls are shaken, and will shortly tumble down if not prevented by some 
n1eans or other. 1.,he \Valls must either be taken do\vn and re-constructed in a m·ore ~ sub
stantial \Vay, or buttresses \viii be required to support the present ones. 

'l'he Comrnissioners, fully impressed \Vith the vast benefit \vhich is conferred on commerce 
by a rapid and easy co11ununication; take leave to point out three public or main roads up
on which large sums of rnoney have heen expended, and which expense will have been 
wasted if they are not no\V perfi~cted. 'I,he first in importance is the Portugal Cove Road, 
\Vhich ~s fast falling into cleca y, and \Viii shortly becon1e .impassable if not timely repaired. 
'l,he \Vhole of the bridges are hPginning to give way, and. several ot the1n are at this morne~t 
not perfi~ctly s~fe for public use. l"he sum of £400 \V0~-1~ serve to re-construct the decay
ed bridges, and give the \Vhole of the road a coat of gravel. 

. The second in consequence is the Topsail road, the \Vorst parts of which are already con-· 
tracted for, to be brought into :i fit state for the reception of gravel; were the sum of £700 
granted for this road, it \Vould complete a carriage way to l"opsan, which is much to be de~ 
Hired. Besides the general utility of t .~is road, the great quantity of wood which . is ~ut 
along the whole line and hauled on it, renders it of great importance to the po.pulation of this· 
district. 

f • 

rrhe next roa<l to ,\·hich the Commissioners would advert, is tl:e Bay of B·ulls ne\v fine. 
,.fhis road, if stopped short at that point \vhich is nn\Y reached, will prove of little use to the 
public, becausn certain brid,ges have been constructed, and others are in course of being 
built, \Yhich, unl~ss the road be made, cannot be used ; cross-dr~ins are also being cut; \vhich 
can not be passed unless covered and finished, and the whole of the rubbish ancl other ob
structions levelled and cleared a\vay-the sum of £500 would not alone remedy the evils 
poi=nted out, but \Vould finish this usefU:I road as far as the Gold's River, a distance of9 miles 
fror·n to\vn, " ' hich \vould be of incalculable ad vantage to the public." 

1'he reason which has proinptcd th(} Commissioners to point out the state of.ihese leadin«,: 
ronds, is, that if t.h·e \Vork~s be now rt:linquished, they cannot again be 1 esumed without en~· 
ta'iling on the colony a great accession of expense . . 1:~ey would therefore submit, that ~ere 
provision made fo_r she purposes adverted to, it \\1ould prove alike useful an·d ad.vantageous' 
to the inhabitants· of the \\rho le Island. 

. . 
" " ' . , • i 

The Comtnissioners \vould beg leave to add tha't, in their o.pi~ion, great advantages \Vould. 
b·e derived by the Cornmercial interes·ts of the (~olony fron1 having a bridle-path, or narrow 
road, opened bet\veen 11olyrood, in Conception Bay, and Long Harbor; or some other point 
nearer the head of Placentia l~ay, .. a very populous district to which no road at present leads. 
Were the sum of .£500 voted for this service an accurate surv~y ~ould be made, and a roa4 
opened to the \vidth of8 or 10 feet; The advantages of this road jwill be better understood·, 
by having reference to the report of this Board, sub1nitted to his Excellency on the 22d of 
February last, and the pfan 'vhich· accompanied t'hat report." 

... 
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In addition to tl1e unliquidated clain1s already adverted to, is tho salary of the (~;hairn1ati 
of 1his Board for the past and present year, at £150 st g. per annurn, \Vhich is respectfully 
submitted to his l~xcellcncy and the other branches of the Lcgislat ure for consideration. 

I ha,7e the honor to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

JJ\l\IES DOUGLAS, 

Cltairman·.-

The ho ~j Jn mes Cro\vdy. 

[Copy.] 
Saint John's, April 6, 1840 . . 

S1R,-ln the Legislature of last year, the Road Bill introducerl by the House of AssemhJy,t 
but which did not pass into la"v, contained an item awarding to Mr. Noad l!>Ol as a remune
ration for his services as (.,hair1nan of the Comrnissioners appointed to superintend the ex~ 
penditure of the various sums of money granted for widening the entrance to.Quidi Vidi 
Harbour, and for other services connected \Vith the forn1ation of roads. In the Road Bill of 
this year the sa1ne6item was again placctJ, but this bill, we believe, has aJso been rejected. 

i\s Commissioners with ~Jr. Noad for the above nan1ed purposes, we are fully aware of the 
trouble that devolved upon him, and we consider it just to\vards hin1, more especially as his 
services at Quidi 'Tidi will be again shortly required, respectfully to request that his ~~x
cellency will be pleased to submit a recon1mendation to the House of Assembly that the 
above sum may be dealt with as to be made available for the purpose originally intended 
·by that branch of the Legislature. 

Begging that you will oblige us by laying this letter before his Excellency the Governor, 

, . 
We have, &c. 

(Signed) 

C. F. BENNETT, 
ROBERT JOB, Commissioners. 

- ,V. RICHARDS, 

The hon. James Crowdy, &c. &c. &c. 
\ 

• 

• 
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE EXPENDITlTRE OF SUNDRY GRANTS 
OF THE LEGISLATURE, FOR 81.,REETS, ll01\DS, AND BRIDGES, WITH

IN THE CENTRAL DISTRIC'r, lTNDER Ac·rs I 'TIC., CAP. 2, AND 
2 VIC., CAP. ·3. 

=-
Names. Streets Roads Roads ~ Roads Road~ Bridn"es An1ount Rate per perch .,. 

Opened drained repaired made b 

~ 

~ ~ a;: ~ ~ 
~ I 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
Ci) Ci) (j tt (0 ..... ., -· ., ..... ., ..... "'1 

..... -. No. £ d £ d. - (j - - - - s. s. (';) C'D ('"; C'D (j (';) . g.. Cl) (";) 
en ~ C'll t:r"' Ul ::r Cll fn ::r 

Ci) Cl) ~ C'O (j 
00 Ul C» VJ Ul 

1 Duckworth Street l. 27 302 17 7 I 12 4.;! I 2 04 Gower Street l 6i 294 0 0 2 0 
4 

Cochrane Street 68 40 0 0 0 11 9 ' 
Queen Street 35 95 0 0 2 14 3 hf 
Water Street 3 62 430 19 7 I 8 6j 
Street between the Factory and the 

4 

8 101 Orphan School 18 44 0 0 2 
McLarty's Street 7! 13 0 0 I 14 8 
Custom House Street 9~ 30 0 0 3 3 2 
Street opposite T. Hogan·s 11 25 0 0 2 5 5l 
Episcopal Church Street 24 48 0 0 2 f) 0 
Custom House Hill 10 ' 35 6 8 3 10 8 
Boden's Cove Street 76 234 3 6 3 1 7l 
Safety vVall 195 7 IO 0 0 0 
Military Road ]_ 50 0 0 0 6 3 

2 St I ·The Ring's Road 72 474 3 0 6 11 
Signal Hill Road . 57 13 IO 1 4 Ohf 
Stone Bridge in Duckworth Street 48 I 152 0 0 0 0 0 

'Vaterf ord Bridge l 480 0 0 0 0 0 

Job's Bridge 1 252 3 IO 0 0 0 

Bridges built in sundry places 45 431 6 3 0 0 0 

King's Bridge Road .! 60 115 7 8 () 16 6 
Quidi Vidi Road 

4 
() 13 II hfj .! 49 90 0 0 

Portugal Cove Road 9~- -l 
0 1 I hf 169 7 8 

Brookfield I-load 21 28 61 !4 6 0 I 8 4 

W estwarcl point Road ..! 61 143 0 0 1 I 0 3 
4 

Broad Cove Road " 62f IOO 0 0 0 6 IO 3j_ 6~ 
~ 

Bell Isle Road 
4 

0 I 6 2 84 9 0 2~ ?.7 Outer Cove Road ... 31 0 0 0 0 9 
Ditto Ditto 5 75 3i 75 406 4 3 0 7 3.1 4 • 

Pouch Cove Road \ 80 5 3 0 0 Il hfj . . 
Lo~y Bay Road I 32 9S 15 3 () 5 7 hf 
Torbav Road l 62-1 200 0 0 0 18 0 
River "'Head Road 

i 4 
11 

3 2 18 I 4 2 hf 
4 292 5 

New Town Road l 40 59 0 0 0 5 II 
2 

Upper Long Pond Road by Allen's 
0 8 10 Farm 1 :f 35 192 0 0 

Upper Long Pond Road from 
Brine's Bridge 1 15 192 I 2 0 11 5hf 

Friendly H3.ll Road .! 4 50 8 0 12 0 
Petty Harbor Road 

"1 0 IO 5 93 35 476 11 3 --• 4 0 South River Road .! 4 79 19 0 9 9 
Old Placentia Road 

2 0 8 5 2 23 280 0 0 
Road from the \i\Tigmore's Gully 

0 6 9 Road to the Old Topsail Road 78 26 6 6 
George's Pond Road 2, 42 259 10 0 0 6 9;! 

1 
4 

Wigmore's Gully Road If 62 259 14 2 0 9 7 
White Hill's Road 1 15 203 0 0 0 12 2 
Ditto from Martin's Gate I llf 90 0 0 0 IO 6 , i 
Ditto fro1n the Outer Cove Road l 19i 73 5 11 0 8 2 

2 
Three ponds Road 1 37! 50 0 0 0 8 6 4 

4 hf Topsail and Holyrood Roa1 31} 15 873 5 0 0 14 
51. 8 4 2 5 hf Ditto ditto 4 207 9 8 0 

, !Ditto ditto 46 cross drains cost 120 1 6 0 0 0 

. Ditt'l ditto 3qr 89 7 6 0 I Shf 
Bay of Bulls Road 6! 57 3 16 957 15 0 0 19 7hf 
Ditto ditto 223 0 0 0 1 Il qr 

J ;Ditto 20 cross drains. 

J 

15 0 0 0 0 0 • 

11 

~ - • 
17 14! 28 J 30, 

- - .. _ 
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Miles. Perches. Atnount. }°{ate per Perch 

Streets • • • • • • • • • a • • 

Roa~s opened • • • • • • • • 

}loads drained . . . . . - . 
Roads repaired • • • • • • •••• 

Roads"n1ade ........ • • • • • • .. 

Bridges (<t8) • • • • • • • • • • 

, 

St. ,John's l\'1 arch 30, 1840. 

3 

) A ] 
~-J,11 ...., 

1 I .J 
·~ 

11 ~ 

30:~ 
4 

0 

7 £2066 10 4 £2 2 8·~ 
- ~ 

28~ 285 1 9 0 I 2~ 

65 430 9 8 0 2 3 

28 231 2 0 0 I ()3 
...,/ -4 

24 1 
2 5676 15 0 11 8·~ 

4 

0 1315 10 I 0 0 () 
,,.. 

JAl\'.IES DOlTGLAS , 

Chairman of the 13ourd of [{oad Comn1issioners 
for the Central D1strict. 

R .EPORT 

Of the RC)ad Con11ni~sio11ers fro111 1~err)1 la11d to i\quaforte. 

Aquaforte, Dec. 24, 1839. 

Sir,-1 an1 requested by the Road Co1·n1n issioners to state that the line of road fi·om Fer-: 
ryland to Aquaforte under our surveillance i~ no\v very passable filr n1an and horse-the 
first contracts are completed of opening and clearing all \iVood, brush\vood and rocks, and 
draining and gravelling to the breadth of ten feet · throughout the whole distance of three 
miles and a quarter. 

A very excellent bridge over the Spout lliver has been erected ; also t\vo boats for the use 
of the Ferry have been provided, in which n1ay be conveyed man, horse, or carriage. 

But as usual, in the opening of a new linB of road, there are many places \vhere in1prove
ments n1ay be made, \vhich could not he foreseen in the first contracts-and to which the 
attention of the Commissi0ners \viii be necessary. This line of road adjoining the 
new lines of the neighbouring baa bors (now being completed,) appears to give new life to the 
district-communications are facilitated-public \Vorship is attended fron1 sett.le1nents \vhere 
the House of prayer has not been ye t erected, and the blessings of Providence begin to be 
rnore apparent. The public are g rateful for the favours thus conferred, for it has been the 
means of giving bread to tho poor and destitute, and considerably adding to the comforts of 
the rich. , 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 
. ' HENRY 'V!NSER. 

Hon. James Cro\vdv. 
cl 
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REPORT 
OJ. the Coninii.ssioners of Ligltt House.fi . 

.. 

St. John~, Jan. 6, 1840. 

Sir,-rfhe Con1n1issioners of Light Houses appointed under Act 3 Vic. cap. 5, feeling a 
desire to give their fullest aid to the carrying out of the in1p0rtant and extensive views con
templated by the act already referred to, have accordingly given mature consideration to the 
subjects \vhich seen1 to ca1l particularly for attention, and upon the1n they have directed that 
I should lay their views before his Excellency the Governor. 

l~he attention of the Cotnmissioners \\'as in the first place attracted to the Island of Bac
calloo, \vhich appears to thern to be a position \vhere the establishment of a light \Vould be 
attended \Vith the n·1ost rnaterial benefit to a large portion of the trade of the country. 

This Island, fron1 its geographical position, commands the extensive Bays of Trinity and 
l~onception-the forn1er of \Vhieb, though having an extensive trade, and contributing to the 
general Light fund, does not at present enjoy any of the a<lvantages arising from the opera
tion of the act. The erection of a light on Bacca11oo \Vould go in full to rneet this desidera
tutn, and its beneficial effects in refi~rence to the sealing trade of the Island generally, n1ust 
he n1anifest fi~on1 the fiict that this is the point vvhence the St. John's and Conception Bay 
Yessels (the great majority) usually take a departure, and is also the ]and they desire to 
make on their return voyages ; and u1 this latter vie\v, particularly, \Vould the n1ore Northern 
vessels be n1ore or less participators in ~ the convenience und security the light \vould un
questionably atrord. The Commissioners dee1n any further detail on this head unnecessary 
-the reasons given, they feel assured, will sho\v ho\v well-founded are their views of the ex
pediency of the rneasure they suggest for consideration. 

(,ape Pinc, for rnany \vell-kno\vn reasons, seems also to den1and protninent attention. The 
subject of the estahlish1nent of a light here has long been canvassed, and on no occasion has 
any object ion ever been urged against the necessity oft he n1eas11 re ; still it ren1ains unat
tended to, although a sea~·on scarcely passes by, that does not serve to show how much loss 
of life and property \Vould probably be prevented hy a light on this headland. l~he Con1mis
sioners feel therefore that they '\ivould be \van1ing in the discharge of their duty, did they not 
take occasion strongly to urge the irnportance of the subject. l'he .. trade of the neighbouring 
colonies of (]anada, Ne\V Bruns,vick, &c. \Vould benefit materially, and its interests would 
]Je largeJy involved in this undertaking ; for the losses at Cape Pine and its vicinity from 
tirne to time have been chiefly amongst the vessels engaged in the Tin1ber trade of those pro
vinces-it being usual \Vith then1 to n1ake this land, both on their out\vard and homeward 
voyages. Their legislatures \Vould doubtless \\1 i iiingJy furnish a con1ingent to pron1ote an 
object which so directly concerns their in1portant shipping interests, and the Con1n1issioners 
are induced to believe that a suggestion has more than once been thro\vn out by the coun
tries referred to, which leaves little doubt that their co-operation would be cheerfully given 
ta the undertaking. It is, ho\vever, only with an understanding that such assista11ce should· 
be furnished, that the comn1issioners \Vould advise the adoption of the 1neasure.. \Vith New
foundlan~l it must assuredly originate, but every principle of equity demands that her ne.igh ... 
hours should participate in the outlay, as they unquestionably \Vill in the beneficial results .. 

' 
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1 an1 desired by the Corn1nissioner~, in layir1g these vie\vs befiJre his Excellency, to request 
that no ti1ne should be lost in subrnitting the1n tu t11e legislature, \Vhere their irnportant sub
ject n1atter must co1n1nand due attention. l\iluch additional duty 'vill devolve on the co1n
n1issioners, should the legislature., concurring in their recom1nendations, decide on carrying 
them into effect; but they \Vill deem their ser\1 ices compensated hy the great pub)ic benefits 
\vhich they \Vi II then confidently anticipate, and \vhich they \Viii feel happy in having been 
instru111cntal iu pron1otiug. 

-I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

'l., 11 (JS. BEN NErr'f, 
(~hairnlnn of Con1missioners 

of ljght 1--1 ouses. 
1-1 onorablc Ja1ncs Cro\vd y. 

:J.~xpeuses attending tlte Registration of J_,.oters. 

1839. 
·Dec. 1. 

I 

l'he District of St. John's , for the 11egistration of V otcrs. 

'l.,o a1nonnt of Henry \Vinton's account for stationery, &c. 
John Toor, John ~1'lJennan, Thoinas .• I-Iughes, \V 1n. l1eaney 
John Do\vney, 'l'hornns l\!lorton, l_Juke~Doy1e, Pat. Coghlan, 
i\1ichael C1 ullen,-each 4 days, nt 5s ..................... . 

Jan~es Finlay, copying list~, attending l{cvisionnry Court, per
! . f ec ting· t he I { e g is t er, and copying tho~ s a n1 e, ~ & c .. . . . . . . . . . .. 

Approved 
f>. '1\'?. C .\ R~rER, J. I). 

·st. John's, N c\vfoundland . 
C lJ AS. SI \1 ~1S, J. 1~. 

1839. 
July 24 .. 

26. 

Aug28 

30. 

Nov 10. 

. 
~j .. . ~,.c. .. «"1!;• ... 
i·iCr'· , . "!-1 " ' ~ ~ ., . 
I • • 

" ... ~·-. f l:t .. ~ ... .1\.1'..-f - - ... ~· ., (.'" 
11&14 - pc> I gM m11!51Jff.WWfj4 ·-·-rwawwtSiiCl&J&Wb 

Registrar of \ '·oters, 'I.,o ~lenry \Vinton, 

rfo 10 13-sheet Demy ft. line J ndexcs, 5s. •••••• 

6 7-sheet Foolscap ditto, 4s. Gd. . ..... •••• 
4 Sheets Imperial ruled paper, 6d.. . . . . . . • . : .. 
2 Cards Steel pens, 7s., 6 qr. Pott paper, 7s. 6d. . .... . 
7 P€ncils, 3s. 6d.-~ qr. cartridge paper, ls. 9d. . .... . 
3 ·quires paper, 5s. 3d.-l oz. \Vafers, 9d. . . . . . . . ..••• 
I 1--quire Foolscap Index . . . . . . • . . . . ... 
I 7-sheet ditto . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . " . 
I 13-sheet Imperial Index ••••• ,.) , ••••••..• 
W. B. Ro\v, Esq. for law expenses ..... . 
2 3-quires ft. Ii ne Books, index'd throughout, per l{egister and 
c~opy' at 36s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 

;,. . . ... 

Dr. 
£12 9 4 

9 0 0 

20 0 0 

£41 4 

Dr. 
•) 
-' 10 0 
I 7 0 

2 0 
14 6 

5 3 
6 0 
5 0 
4 0 
7 6 

2 16 1 

3 12 0 

£12 9 4 

-
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M iscella1ieous. 

LETTER from the Magistrates at Harbor Grace, representi11g tl1e inadequacy 
of the sum voted by the Legislature for n1aking certain alterations in tl1e Cot1rt 
House, with Preset1tn1e11t of the Grand Jury tl1ereo11. 

Sir, Harbor Grace, 11th. Jan .. 1840 
\Ve have the honor of transn1itting, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, 

a presentme~t made by the Grand Jury for the district on the 9th inst., together with an 
estimate of the expense necessary to be incurred in performing the work recommended. 

We ho'tvever beg to observe, that the sum of £50 already granted by the Legislature bears 
so small a proportion to the an1ount required, that the ex-pending the san1e at present, as 
suggest(,d by the Grand Inquest, would, in our opinion, be imprudent, as nothing could be 
accomplished therewith beyond the erection of the gallery and opening the attic intended for 
the Jury roon1. The very great inconvenience felt from the want of Jury rooms induces 
us rnost respectfully to for\va~rd the presentment \Vithout delay, for the consideration of his 

· Excellency, praying he will be pleased to recomn1end to the J,.,egislature now sit ting, a grant 
. of such further su111 as rnay be requisite to n1ake the improvements proposed. · 

\\7 e have, &c . 
. (~igned) 

I-Ion. James Crowdy . . 

== *IPJWSf uo.w:w•• 

PRESENTMEN'f, 

· Grand I uquest, ~ 
1-I. Grace, 9th Jan. 1840) 

, . 
•• ·l -

THOS. DANSON, J . P. 
JOl-IJ\T STARK, J.P. 

f' 

'"fbe Gra11d Inquest for tl1e Norther11 District of Ne\'vfoundla11d, assembled at a 
Reqt1isitio11 of the Co11rt of Quarter Sessio11s,-Present, 

THAT the present Jury roon1 being found too small .and inconvenient for the A~sembly 
of the Grand ,Jurors, and the \Vant of a Petty Jury roorn, the following described alterations 
for improving the same are required~viz. 

A gallery erected in the west end of the Court room 6 feet 6 inches in depth, to run across· 
from front t.o back, \Vith a pannelled front 2 feet 6 inches high, corresponding with the rest of 
the fran1e work in the Court House, lathed and plastered underneath, supported by five co
lun1ns in front,-a staircase to lead to the same fro1n the Court House room,-two ro\VS of 

· seats in the said gallery, for a Grand and Petty Jury Box, and two doors to lead to the attic 
over the present 1\1 agist.rates' office and Jury roon1, arid the said attics converted into 2 room.s, 
for the use of the Grand and ~1ett}~ Jurors, a frame and windo\v to each said room in the 
west gable end of the roof of the Court House, and the said rooms to be furnished with a 
double floor of inch board, lathed and plastered sides and cejling, with a deep recess or closet 
and stove to each said roorn. . ( 

• i 

... fhat the Grand Jurors propose the Magistrates give public notice for tenders to perform 
so much of the aforementioned alterations and · irnprovernents as may be done for the sum 
granted by the Legislature, viz. 2d Vic. cap. I, 18381 •• £50·. 

' 
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rf hat the present Police Roorn be enlarged by i·en1oving the partition between the present 
Grand J urv room, and tl1e said Police office, and ihat such other alteration as would be 

~ . 

thereby required be 1nade, viz. the ren1oval of a recess and the Bar, &c._ . 
(Signed) \tVM. PUNTON, Foreman., 

. , 

.. 
ES~ I 1'1 .l\. TE -

-
· · ·For certain "\vork to be do11e in tl1e Court Ho11se at Harbor Grace, viz .. 

---------
rrhe partitions in the l\1agistrates' office to be removed, thro\Ving the present Jury Roon1 

into the Police office. rl'he skirting~ of the said office to be removed, a good floor <>f se·asoned 
plank, lb inch thick, to be laid over the whole office. 1·\vo inside sashes to be made and 
glazed, \Vith t\vo good coats of paint~ l""'he press in the office to be rernoved to another 
place. The Jury room door to be remo\'ed and stopped up \Vith 1ath and plaster. To erect 
a gallery in the west end of the Court lloon1, six feet six inches wide, to run across from 
front to back, with a pnnnel front 2 feet 6 inches high, to correspond \Vith the other frame 
\Vork, in the Court House. 1'he under part of the gallery to be eight feet high from the 
Court House floor, to be lathed and plastered underneath, and to be supported in front with 
five neat colun1ns. 'rhe gallery to be entered by a neat stair case from the Court House 
floor. To fix up t\vo rows of benches in said gallery, for a Grand Jury Box. The attic 
room now over the magistrates' office to be converted into t\vo Jury rooms, say a Grand 
Jury room, and a Petty Jury room, said rooms to be entered from the back of . the gallery, 
with a door leading into each roon1, and each room to have a dormant windo\v in the \Vest 
gable roof of the ('ourt lJouse, The Jury roorns to be finished with a goorl double floor of 
inch board, lath and plaster side walls, and curved ceiling, each room to have a closet or 
recess. To find and fix a good Franklin stove- in each room, \Vith funnelling ]eading into 
the chimney. Finding a ll materials and finishing the whole in a workrnanlike manner, for 
the sum of One hundred and sixty pounds sterling. 

. -i1arbor Grace-, January 9, 1840. 

...... _ ... .._.. ... ,. HF 
- J *itij'dWM<fi n··--- zm 

(Signed) ROHT. LEE WHITING. 
'l'llOMAS KITCH EN . 

• 

-mm "tt .. 

'I~REASUilER's BOND, 

"VVith nan1es ofl1is sureties, and amot1nt for wl1ich they are respectivel:x bou11(l. 

I 

:f1tl0\u till -tn, Dy these Presents, that 11 NEWMAN WRIGHT 'HOYLES, of 
·st. John's, in the Island of Ne\vfoundland, Esquire, am held and firmly hound to our Sove
_reign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the full sum of Eight 1"'housand Pounds of 
la \Vful -money o.f the United Kingdom of Great Britain and I re land, to be paid to our Sove
reign Lord the Kin2"!' his heirs or successors, or his or their Attorney General of the Island of 
1\ewfoundland, for which payment to be well and truly made, I bind myself, n1y heirs, execu
;tors and adn1inistrators, fir111Iy by these presents, sea led with my seal, dated the the thirteenth 
day of June in the third year of the reign of ou1· Sovereign Lord, \Villiam the Fourth by the 
Ga·ace of God of the United Kingdo1nof (; reat Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, and in the year of Our Lord 1833. 
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WHEREAS the above bounden Newman \Vright Hoyies hath by letters patent under 
the Great Seal of the Isla.id of Newfoundland been appointed Treasurer of the said Island 
Now the conditions are such that if the above bounClen N. W. Hoyle's his heirs 
executors or administrators shall and do from time to time and at all times hereafter as often 
as requested or commanded by the Governor or Acting Governor of the said Island render 

. to the said Governor or Acting GC?ternor for the time being a true just and perfect account 
and reckoning of all and every sum and sums of money that shall by him the said N. W . 
Hoyles be had received paid laid out or disbursed of from for or on account ·of his said office 
ofTreas11r~r And also well justly truly and. honestly in every respect pay apply and ac• 
count for all and every such sum and sums of money as shall by virtue of his said office be 
received by him or be put in his keeping or control and in every respect demean himself 
in the sairl office of 1,rcasurer with fidelity then this obligation to be void or else be and re• 
main in full force. · · ' 

(Signed) , _,. 
NEWMAN W. HOY LES. 

Signed seaied and deli\rered in the ptesence of us. 

. I (Signed) 
JAMES CROWDY; 
CHRISTOPHER AYRE. 

NAMES OF THE TREASURER;S SURETIES, AND AMOUNT FOR WHIC.H THEY AltE 

RESPECTIVELY BOUND. 

Wil.4LIA~1 TIIONIAS, . . . . . . . . . . . . . •.. . . 
'V I LL I r\ ~J B . R 0 " 1

, • • • • • • • • • • • • 

J 0 H N R EN D ELL, (Jun r.) •• 4' •• _, • • • • • • 

ll0l1El{T JOB, . . . . . . . • • ... 
ED\VARD l\!1. t\RCJJIBALJ) .••••• 
f»,\TRICK KOlTGH • ..... . J ' , •••••• 

' • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• ••••• 

• • •••• 

The Conditions of the Bond similar to those in that given by the Treasurer. 

' 

' 

.. COPY 

£1000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
2000 
2000 

' . . .~ · 

Of a iet ter ftnln the St ipendiai·y l\1agistrate at Brig us, representing· the insufficiency of the 
sum granted by the I~egislature for building a Jury Room in the Court House there . 

• 

' . Brigus, 26th December, 1839. 
' 

Sir,- 1 beg leave to state to you, for the Information of his Excellency the Governor, that 
I have, in conformity with his Excellency;s commands, advertised for ter~ders for building a 
Jury Room to the Court House of Brigus, and that I have not been able to obtain any ten
der within the sum voted by the Legislature for that purpose, (viz . ._fifty pounds sterling.) 

The several parties who made enquiry of me relative to the building in question, on learn• 
ing the particulars of the work required to be done, stated to me that the sum voted was not 
enough, in which opinion, I, on full consideration, concur. I would therefore most respect~ 
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Rl•N-iMH I ~-·-. ,_ .... ., I 

fully suggest that an application be made to t.he Legislature for a further grant of twenty .. 
pounds stg ., which additional sum 'vould, I believe, enable me, on the part of the Govern-

; 1nent, ·to acco1nplish the intended .object. · 
· · I have, &c .. 

(Signed) ·· 
ROBER'f J. PINSENT. 

. The I-Jon .. James Crowdy, &c. &c. &c. 
Stipendiary Magistrate at Brigus . 

- aa-o c a ca:wm= lllG1ZlAZL2il WI sa:::ac 8A LW 

·GEOLOGICAL REPORT . 
u • 

~·y J. B. JUKES, B. A. & F. G. :S. 

ln the present state of ·l~eological science, an observer cotnmencing an investigation of a 
country at a distance from those which have peen already described, is very much in the con
dition of one who begins 'the science afresh. rrhe non1enclature and classifications \tVith 
'vhich he has been familiar, have tu be discarded, or at all events held as of uncertain appli
cation to the things he has now to examine; and instead of tracin~ and 1napping down a se
ries of rocks, the order of which is kno\vn, and in which the identification of one affords a 
ready clue to the interpretation of the r.est, the Geole>gical Surveyor has to Jabour at long, un
interesting, and perplexing details, in order to acquire the prelin1inary knowledge \Yi th \vhich ~ 
to begin his \Vork. If to these considerations be added that of the difficulties arising fron1 an 
uncleared countr·y and -a dangerous coast, increased during the latter part of the season by 
unfavourable \Veather, I hope the sn1all part of the survey which has been completed during 
:the past sumrnf!r, co1npared with \Vhat I had expected to accornplish, will be sufficiently ac
counted for.' 

'l'he best form into \vbich the materials collected can be tnro\vn, \vill, I think, be-first of 
-all, a ·general account ofthe different fo1'ma1ionsmet \Vtth in the course of the surl'ey,-and then 
a sketch oft he portions of the country occupied by each, their local varieties~ and thei~ rela
tions one \Vith the other. As I have not yet been able to connect the eastern and \Vestern 
sides of the Island, I \viii describe thern each separately, as far, at least, as regards the stra
.tified rocks. And inasrnuch as any nan1es \vhich can be given to the several forrnations, 
·1nust be for the present provisional, and I wish by all rneans to steer clear of that fruitful 
,error, hasty generalization, I shall apply to the different forrnations, na1nes derived either · 
from those places near which they are best exhibited, or from son1c obvious and general cha
;racter . 

. STRATIFIED ROCKS OF 'fl:IE EAS~l'ERN P,.\ll'I~ OF N E\\' .. FOUND14AND. 

(IN TJIE DESCENDING ORDER.) 

] .-The Bell Isle sliale and grit.stone forrnation.--·rhis formation is the ne\vest or highest 
in 'the series ·of stratified roc·ks on the eastern side of the Island. It consists of a great mass 
of darl{ bron'n 3nd black shale, inte.rstrati.fied ·with beds of a fine grained gritstone. The 
shale is of various degrees of hardness_, sornet.imes crurnuling beneath the finger, a.nd in very 
thin Ian1inre, :it others in thicker plates, requiring a .sharp blow to break them. It is fre-

t<JUcntly micaceous, and -son1e portions of it put on precisely the appearance of sorne inica 
slate having a curved or wrinkled lamination, and being entirely corn posed of scales of \Vhite 

... -silvery 1nica. So1ne slabs of this shale are covered with singular rnarl{ing in relief, at first 
sight resernbling the leaves and branches of small plants or sea weeds; they are, however, I 
believe, concretionary, and not Qrganic. rfhe softer parts of the shale frequently decompose 
in situ into a dark brown earth, \vhich lodges in the crevices and in the )edges of the cliffs, 

.. 
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and has precisely the nppearance of fine vegetable mould. The beds of gritstone which oc
cur at various intervals in this inass of shale, are universally fine grained, grey internally, 
but weathering brown outside, generally thin bedded, being rarely more than two feet thick, 
and are divided by joints into sharp angular blocks. These joints are ahnost invariably at 
right angles to each other, and when also perpendicular to the beds, the blocks are of course 
rectangular, and f<lrrn good building stone. If not thus naturally square, however, the stone 
\viii not readily admit of being made so artificially, as it is of a britt.le splintery character. 
In the npper parl of this formation, the shale is much rnore abundant than the gritstone, 
\vhich latter frequent Jy occurs in single beds, 'vith regular intervals of shale between each; 
in the lo\\'er portion the beds of gritstone are more grouped together, forming a thickness 
sometime~ of 20 or 30 feet, and the shale hears a less proportion to the stone than in the up
per part. The thickness of the \Vho!e for1·nation must be considerable; but owing to the 
\Vant of a continuous section, and other difficulties, it must be left to conjecture. It cannot, 
ho\vevPr, be so little as 600 feet. The Bell Isle shale and gritstoae is in some places seen 
to graduate or pass down by regular degrees into the next inferior, or that which I shaJI 
term 1 he vari<'gated slate filrrnation. One formation is said to graduate downwards or 
up,Nards into another, when at their junction, the beds of each alternate the one with the 
other, and no positive line of separation can be drawn between the two. 
2-The variegated slate filrrnationcnnsists of a rr1assof rocks, the most remarkable & abundant 

of which are son1e bright red & greenish grey slates. ''J,he upper part of this formation is alrnost 
invariably of a very fine grain, but here and there contains coarser beds, or even patches of 
sn1all conglomerate. '"fhe fine grained beds are generally traversed by a slaty cleavage, 
but f1 otn their brittle charactPr seldon1 split into large slates, and are _never sufficiently du
rabJe to be used for economical purposes. Sorne of the beds are slightly calcareous. The 
bright red color generally characterises certain beds, each bed, or group of beds, being onl.r 
of one hue; son1etin1es, however, a sudden change takes place, the red colour ending in one 
or rnore hroad streaks, and the rcrnaindPr of the rr1ass being greenish grey. The colours 
are like\vise in . variable proport.ions, in different localities; the predominating hue being red 
in one place, green in another, and hecon1ing in some places, brown, cream-coloured, or yel
lo\vish. 'l~tu~ slaty cleavage is n1ost frequently rleveloped in the upper part of the formation; 
the lo\\·er beds, though ret'aining son1e1hing of their characteristic colouring, are rather 
coarser, 1nore siliceous, and become cornpact slate rock or gritstone. The.total thickness of 
this forrnat ion must certainly exceed a thousand feet. _ 

3.-l"he 'frinity JJqy Sandstone forrnation-'l.,his is the rock which most usually cccurs 
next belo\V the variegated slates ; I cannot, ho\veve.-, as ·yet state, \\'hether the two pass in· 
to each other or not. -The Trinity Bay sandstone formation is composed of materials of 
vvhich the following section is an exarupln : 

1.-Dnll red sad sandstone, or gritstone, containing a few pebbles; tn ~ Feet. 
cnorrnously thick beds, sorne being so much as 30 or 40 feet. 5 400 

2.-Alternating beds of coarse and fine grained rock, the finer beds 
exhibiting an imperfect slaty cleavage, and the beds generally ve- 400 
ry thin, son1etimes uot more than 3 inches. . . 

Dark red sandstone 
Light purple do. 

3 · Dull red sandstone and conglomerate JS() 
. Gritstone lvith a dull red and " 1hite stripe . . 

4.-:-(~reenish slaty rock. 50 
f>.-Dull red sandsto1·1e and conglornerate. 100 
6.-A continued alternation of beds sirnilar to 3, 4, and b, for a thick- " . 

ness of at least 500 or 600 

1700 
.These gritstones and sandstones arc generally hard and intractable, hal'ing a dull frac

ture, and being not well adapted for building purposes. The slaty beds are siliceous, and 
the slaty cleavage imperfectly developed, the \Vhole series being characterised by as few fea
tures of interest as can well be imagined .. -It seems somewhat to change in the nature of 

' 
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t!ze \~Qnglon1erate heds ir1 sotue places, ~s gr·ea't rnasses of a grf'Y c·oJour, '"ith S!h<) II red pch-
H!cs itnbet1ded, \Yere observed belonging apparently to this forruation. r1'1s \Ve descend to 

its lo\vcr be<ls_ n1oreovcr, the quantity of the sJaty rock.s increases:.-!1.,rorn these l\vo circum
~j.tances it n1a,y happen that the 'frinity Bay sandstone fi1rn1ation rnay b?. identical \.Vith the 
rocks I shall inent!on next. r\:;;, ho,rcver, there is no direct C\' idence, except rnincral cha-

.. ~~acter, in "favour of this suppo~iticn, and son1e circ~urnstances soern io mi!it:ite against it, I 
shall describe these rocks separatef \"~ . ' .,. ... 

4.-"fhe Signal f]ill sandstone and con,glon1eratt:".-·r'his forrnatio1i consists of a group of 
rocks generally of a dull red colour, ve·ry barU and_ intractable, and thick bedded. Its upper 
portion is principa Hy a coarse grained sands lone, f'rcquentl_y containing beds of conglorneratH 
of quartzose pebbl~s, sorne of ,,·hich nre as larg·e as a 1nan's fist~ Jn the lo\vel-- part the con
glomerate is generally sn1a1Jer. and it is interstratified \Vi th ma~~ses of a ,·ery fine ·grnined 
grjtstonc, of a light grey colour, hard and splintery, the b'~ds of ,v:iich are corrunonly very~ 
~hick, and .in a very Jin11tt:d section scarcely discei·nibte~ 'f'nis grey stone n1ay be se~n at 
Quidi 'lidi, ~ignnl !iili, and t.he base of the South Sid.e lli1l of St ~ ~fohn·:-; ~ It is there usecl 
as a nuilding stc.ne'! but, like the gri• s~ one of the Bell Isle for1:iat!on, its utility tor th::t pur
pose chiefly tTepenJs on -thn dirt'ction of ti1e joints \Vhich tra\·crse it, ns it is difiicr:rt to trin1 
it into shape. .From ati parts of th<~ f~}ra1ntion large si1uarc hi )Cks n1ight be frcquent!y oh
taincd fit for the constracJioa of pi<·rs or hrenk,vaters, ot' foi· similar pnrpcscs.; l~he thick
ness of the f(Jrr11ation, or oft iiat patt of it exhibited near Sr= John's, r='lust, be about 800 feet .. 

5.-The St .. Jnhn"s s~ato f(.>rrnation.-·rbe gradation clo\;vrnvard~ . of the Signal I Jill sand. 
stones into this torn1ation is perfect. At their junction, beds of dnll red and green!sh fine. 
grained gritstonc alternate 'vith O{.~ch other, pas:,ing uplvards into a coarse r~d sandstone, 
and do\ivn'vvaFds into a conipact grePn ish rock, acquires a Rlaty cleavage, and assutnes ail 
t~e aspect o( clay 8late. ']~his s!ate forrna tion varies considf1rably in characler in different 
~eds, and it is possible that the beds the1usel\·es .-nay vary in different portions of their course. 
'""l'hey are sornetinics ver.f thin'I and split easily along the lines of stratification; in this casn 
~he cleavage is frequently nbsent, or if present, its plane appears generally to coincide \\'ith 
that of the sf r al i fi c n ti on. () t h Pi· bed~, a g a i n.. arc v cry thick-the marks of st rat i fi cat ion b(? ... 
ing confined to those bands of color technically cnllcd the stripe, and having a fine cJeuvage 
crossing tJ1c1n nt various angl<;s , _nnd ~p!iiting then1 into large and excelJf•nt roofing s)atc~. 
The colnur of thef;e rocks varies froai a ~rcPnish hue to a dark b1u<\ or that \vhich is coa1-

~-

rnonlv understood hy slate colour. 'f'he thickness of tl:c 'vho)e formation cannot be ascer-. ~ 

ta ined, as I do not kno\v that I ha Ye any\\·here seen the base of it; t.hnt part \Vhich is expo-
'-Sed, lio\,'C\'er, rnust oe 2 or 3!)(!0 feet thick. It is the loYvest stratified rock any,vhere to be 
seen on the eastern side of the Island. · 

I • . . 
STll.l\~I~IFIED ROC!iS ()p 1't11I~ \Vi~SrfE11N PAR1"' OF l\El\rl~OljNDL/~Ni). 

'J'he series of stratified rocks on tlie ''
7 

P~teru shore of N e\vfoun<llan<l is verJ diffc•·cnt fron1 
lha t of the Eastern side. it consists of ict~r or fiv~ fiJrrnations, in 'the follo\ving order.-

1.-'rhe I\e\Yfoundhu1d crJal f<.>rmation.-l'his interesting and in1portant group of rocks 
·r{~se1nbles in its higher portions the coal furrnation of Europe, and con~ists of alternations of 
shale and clunci1'1 \Vith various be<l~ of gritstorie, and here and .there a bed of coal. Inter
stratified with those rocks, ho\,1 ever, there occur in Newfoundland beds of red n1arl; and <).S 

\\:e descend to the lo,ver parts of the forrnation, there con1e in alternations cf red and varie
'"gated inarJs \vith gypsu1u, <lark b!ue clays with selenite, dark bro\vn congion1erate beds, and 
soft red and \vhite sandstones. '"f'his inferior portion of the Ne\vfoundland coal formation so 
greatly rescrnblcs the ne\v red sandstone of J~:ngland (\vhich in t.hat country lies over the 
coal forn1ntion,) that it ·\vas not till I got the clearest evidence of the contrary, I could di
vest myself of the prepossession of its being superior to the conl in this country ~lso. That 
nothing might ue wanting to comptete the rese1nbJancc, a bright spring is known to rise in 
one spot on the south side of Si. George's Bay, through the beds of red marle and sandstone. 

I 

' 
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lt is certain, l1owever-, that in N e\vfoundland the beds containing coal are above these red 
marles and sandstones, vvith gympsu1n and salt springs, the whole composi11g but one for- · 
mation, which it is impossible to subdivide by any bt1t the most arbitrary line of separa
tion. The total thickness of this formation must be very considerable. I by no means 
have any reason to suppose that I have as yet seen its highest beds, \vhile the thickness of 
those which I have seen must amount altogetl1er to at least one or two thousand feet. 

Tl1e group of rocks which I believe to be next below the coal formation, is one that I 
shall call-

2.-The Port uti Port shale and gritstone.-This is a very large formation, something 
similar in character to that 'vhich on the eastern side of the Isla11d I have called the Bell 
Isle shale and gritstone ; and it is perfectly possible that the two may be different por
tions of the same beds.-The Port au Port beds, however, are not so regularly bedded as 
those_ of Bell Isle, the shales are less micaceous and more sandy, and many of the grit
stone beds are }animated and schistose. The total thickness of the beds seen must exceed 
1500 feet. 

r 

3.-The I-lumber Limestone.-This gro11p of rocks lies below the Port au Port shales 
~nd gritstones, and in the Bay of Islands it is the one 11ext i11f erior ; as however their 
junction was not exposed, I cannot say whether the one grad11ates into 
the other, or whether other beds may be not interposed bet\Yeen the two in other localities. 
The highest part of the Humber J~imestone which was visible \Vas a thin bedded mass, 
about 30 feet thick, of a hard slaty limestone of a dark gray colour~ '1vith brown concre
tions that, on a surface 'vhich had bee11 sometimes exposed, stood out in relief. Below this 
are some thin beds of hard sub crystalline limestone, the colours of whicl1 are white or 
flesl1-colot1red 'vi th veins.~ These vvould take a good polish; and \Vould make very or11a-· 
mental marbles, and from the thint1ess of the beds are especially adapted for marble slabs.
'I,his series of beds has a thickness of abot1t 200 feet. Below these are a few feet of simi
lar beds of blacl{ marble, '\tvhich rest oi1 some gray compact limestone, with bands or thin 
beds and irregular nodules of '\tVhite chert ; ancl these latter beds pass do\vn i11to a large 
mass of similar limestone, \vithou.t chert, and in very thick~ beds,. This mnss of rocl{ forms 
l1ills fotii or five _I1urtdred feet high, in nearly horizo11tal beds.-Its upper part conti11ues to· 
be regularly bedded, but in its lo'1ver portion all distinction into beds is lost, and· tl1e li1ne-· 
stone beco1nes perfectly 'vhite and saceharine. This great mass of white marble is fre
quently crossed by .gray veins, so that I cannot say that I sa\tv a11y block pure enough for 
the statt1ar3r marble ; and for all other pt1rposes to -Yvhich marble is applied, the store is i11...: 

exhaustible. 
On the north side of St. George's Bay there is a formation which I believe to be iri the 

same situatioi1 as the Hun1ber limestone, with respect to tl1e Port au Port shale and grit
stone; but \vhich differs in character so very much fron1 any beds I sa\v 011 the Humber, 
that I forbear to class it vvith that rocl{ 'vithot1t further evidence.-It consists principally 
of a light yello\v magnesia11 limestone, having, 110,vever, interstratified beds of grey car
bonate of lime. The gray beds freque11tly contain bands and nodules of cl1ert or chalce-· 
dony, and the yello'v inagnesian beds are frequently marked 'vi th light re'd co11centric 
rings, vvhich are sections of spheroidal bands of colo11r, but "vl1ich do not appear to differ, 
except in colour, from the rest of tl1e mass. These bands or rings are of rather irregular 
form, somethi11g resembling the bands of colour in a fortification agate, but being fre.: 
quently tl1ree feet in diameter. The following is the most complete section I could get; 
but as it \Vas cut off by the sea below, and concealed by the woods above it, it affords 110 

,criterion as to the total thickness of the f or1natio11. 
Thick bedded light yellow 1nagnesian lin1est6ne . ~- : 15 Feet 
';fhin bedded· do., with horizof1tal pink stripes, and having partings of 

ind11rated marle . . . . . . 
· Thiel{ bedded light yello\v magnesian limestone . . 

Thin .bedded pinkish yello'v do. 'vith light red concentric rings 
Light grey limestone with a band of chert . . 
Yellow magnesian limestone ;; . . 

• 

• 
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4.-,.l1he Mica slate and gneiss.-This f ormatio11~ in whatever country it appears, is 
t}l.e lo'1vest of tl1e stratified rocl{s. l\'lica slate is a laminated rock. made up of tlalies of 
inica. Gneiss may be d·escribed as stratified granite. As is often the case, they have 
in this -country chlorite, slate, a11d quartz rocl{ associated with then1. 'f he description 

_ ·of these rocks to be f ot111d i11 any elen1entary \Vorli on Geology, will equally apply to 
those of tl1is country. 

I have not made a11y mention of the igneous or unstratified rocJrs in the above summa
ry. 'fhose met with in the course of the survey are basalt, gree11sio11e, porphyry, 
hypersthene, sienite, and granite. It is, of course, entirely foreign to my plru1 to enter 
·011 a description of these rocks, as their characters are constant in all countries. Any 
remarkable varieties ii1 tl1em will be noticed in treating of the several Jocalities in '\tvhich 
thev were found . 

.I 

Having now given a slight sketch of the series of stratified rocks in the order i11 which 
they occur, so far as that order has yet been ascertained, I have next to trace out the 
-space of country occ·upied by each, to mark their minor varieties in different localities, 
..and to notice their relations one with the other, as \Yell as witl1 the igneous roclis that 
are associated \Vith them. In order to keep my observations in a connected form, and 
.to suit the manner in \vhicl1 I was obliged to collect them, I shall describe separately 

' :t~e following different districts, namely-
lst.-The Coast from Trepassey to Cape .st. Francis. 
2d.-Conception Bay .. 
3d.-Trinity Bay. 
4·th .. -I shall put together a fe\v scattered notices of St. Mary's and Placentia Bays, 

4and the coast fr(Jin Cltpe Cl1apeat1 Ilo11ge to St. Pierre and Miquelon. 
5tl1.-The Coast from Cape la IIu11e to Cape Ray. 

. 6th.-From {_,:ape llay to the Bay of Islands. 
1.-ln the country between 1'repassey and Cape St. Francis, the only formations are 

the St. John's slate ·and Signal 1-Iill sandsto11e.-Tl1e St. John's slate rocks occupy by 
far the larg·e.;t part cf this district. No other roclis ars found between Cape Pine and 
tCape Race, nor for a considerable dista11ce i11land around those points. 011 the West 
·side of Trepassey I-I arbor, the slate rocks are be11t into regular curves, forming alter- . 
i1ate saddles and t.rot1ghs, of great ridges and furrows, as it were, running parallel to 
-each other in a North-East and Sot1th-W est direction. 

The line which runs along the t-0p ·of such a ridge is called an anticlinal line, or that 
which tl1e rocks de<·li11e .fro1n on either hand ; that, on the contrary, which runs along 
the bottom of a f urro'v, is called ·a synclinal line, or tl1at 'vhich the rock~s <lt~cline towarrls 
<)fl either hand. Tl1is u11dulation of the rocks does 11ot necessarily produce an undula
tion in the surface of the cou11try ; the curved beds of rocl{ being all cut off, as it were, 
<tt a certain height, and the country more or less pla11e. (See section No. 10) As we 
·approach the East coast from Trepassey, these undulations become less fi~equent, and 
fro1n Cape Race to .Ferryland tl1e dip of the rocks is invariably E. S. E. ; their line of 
stril{e (or the direction in \vhich tl1e beds run tl1rot1gh the country) being parallel to 
that of the coast. From this easterly dip it follows that those headlands 'vhich run out 
farthest to the East contain the highest beds, the others having successively plunged be
neath them ; accordi11gly, in Ferry land head, 've get the highest beds of the St. John's 
slate formation ; those, namely, \vhicl1 begin to alternate with the beds of the next su
perior mass of rocl{s-tl1e Signal Hill sandstones ;-and the rocl{ lying just outside the 
headland, a11d called Ferry land Hare's Ears, is composed e11tirely of the latter forma
tion. On the Sot1th side of ToJbay, a few miles North of St. John's, the junction of 
the two rocks may be in lil{e manner observed ; and a line dra\vn from Torbay to Fer
ryland head 'vill nearly describe the boundary of the t\vo formations ;-the Signal Hill 
sandstones composing the country to the East,-the St. John's slate rocks 
that to the West of that line. In the immediate neighbourhood of this boundary. line 
the rocks have al,vays an Easterly dip at a high angle, but at the distance of a mile or 
t\ivo fi·on1 it, on either hand, they are frequently traversed by c11rves forAting anticlinal 

J 
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and syncli11al li11es similar to those described at Trepassey. Evide11ce of such cl1a11ge 
of dip inay l)c observed on the Topsail Road a f e\v miles fron1 St. J oh11' s, and i11 the 

· innermost cove of Torbay a beautiful series of curves, like regular inasonry, is exposed 
in the cliffs. 'rl1e same thi11g tal{es place in tl1e Sig11al IIill sandstones, but on a larger 
scale. Thus; in Fresh\vater Bay, the rocks forming the Soutl1 Side Hill, after plung
ing from the summit of tl1at ridge to\vards the sea, 1nay be seen gradually to curve up
wards again, and rise i11to the cliffs of Cape Spear, and the sa1ne synclinal li11e may be 
observed passing tl1rough the l1eadlan~s on eacl1 side of Petty Harbour. (See sectio11, 
No. I.) So that if the land were continued to the East,vard of these points, \Ve should 
have the St. John's slate re-appearing from u11der the sandsto11es 011 that side._:.._From 
Torbay the rocks trend gradually .. round, stril{ing eventually about N. W. so that the 
Signal Hi11 sandstone occurs at Flat Rock, agai11, I believe, on the top of the hill above 
Cape St. Francis. Tl1e rocks hereabouts, ho,vever, are so broken and confused as to 
be verv difficult to mak~e out. 

e.J 

The external characters of the country tl1us described are not very various.-The 
Signal Hill sandsto11e forn1ation is every \vherc very barren. It generally forms bold 
hills characterised by flat tops, and long ridges, its bare rocks being but scantily cloth
ed \Vi th d\varfish shrubs. Its cliffs are 'vild and craggy, the n1assive beds forrning a · 
stout bul\vark against tl1e fury of Atlantic storms. The slate rocks co1npose a countrJ· 
of a more gentle character·, better 'vooded, and 111ore fertile ; and though many of the 
l1ills in the Northern part of the district are superior in l1cight to those of the sa11dstonc 
formation (1) and some of tl1em arc sufficiently rocky and precipitous, there is far more 
undt1lation of surface, and a more picturesque varietyT in the slate co11ntry than in that 
composed of the Signal Hill sandstones and conglo1nerates. A chain of considerable 
l1ills runs in fro111 Rene\vs towards Co11ceptio11 Bay, occupying part of the slate cou.11tr}T, 
but not, I expect, entirely co1nposcd of that rock:-as 'Yhen they come ot1t on the Bay 
tl1ey contain porphyries a11<l sienites. South of llene\Ys, a11d thence round i11to St~· 
Mary's BaJ", the cou11try is co1nparatiYc~y lo\\." and ]evel, and 11ear the sea coast al1nost 
entirely destitute of '"'ood. 'l~he sn1all Yalleys, l1c,vcv0r, arc 111any of thc111 prctt~y 2nd 
fertile in appeara11cc. . . 

2.-The shores of Conceptio11 I3ay arc for the 1nost r~ art con1pose(l of the St. Joh11's 
slate forn1ation. Fron1 Cape St. l~ra11cis to Portugal Cove both the cliffs and tl1c i11te-· 
rior are very difficult of access ; but fron1 tl1c shape of the hills I sho11ld judge tl1em to· 
be greatly composed of igneous rocks, and at tl1c Cove these rocks sho'v the111sclves 
in great abundance ; dykes of greensto11c ci1t throug.h a11d disturb tl1c slate rocl\s, large 
masses of hard grey quartz rock, \\·ithout the sligl1test appearance qf bedding, a11d great 
Yeins of serpenti11e conic out l1po11 tl1e coast 'vithout preserving any deter1ninate direc
tio11.-Fron1 Portugal Co,-e to Holyrood a great bani{ of pebbles and a lol\,.. tract cover-· 
ed \vith sa11d a11d boulders, obsc11rcs the coast sectio11, and I -have not yet exa1nined the 
cou11try hj" land. 

Tl1e country from Holyrood to the \Vest side of Collier's Bay .. , a11cl a large tract in-· 
land round those places is co1nposed pri11cipally of ig11eous rocks. Tl1e principal mass 
of these rocks is a i)orphyry, having a dark green or purple base, with dissemi11ated red 
or \vhite crystals. On tl1e east s-ide of Ilolyrood is a yellow crystalline quartz rock 
containing circular patches of a gre)Tish rock, ·of inferior dt1rability to the q·uartz.-Tl1e 
hollo\VS for1ned by the decon1positio11 of the rocl{ occupying these circular patcl1es, and 

. which are so1netimes 2 feet across a11d 5 or six i11ches deep, are very similar to these 
found in the granite rocl{s of Cornwall, a11d at one tirr1e attributed to the new \vork of 
the Druids. (2.) 'fl1e Butter-pots Hill, 011 the east side of Holyrood, is composed for 
about t\VO thirds of its l1eight, of a red sienite, \Vi th large crystals of quartz a11d f eld
spar ; hut is capped by a flat tabular mass of fine grained grey amourphus basal. A si-

Note. (1.)-Branscotnhe fiiH attains a height of 900 feet above the level of the sea. The highest point of the 
South Side I] ill is 7 50, that of Signal Hill 520 feet above the sea. 

Note. (2.)-See De'a Beche,s report on tl1e Geology of the Counties of Devon and Corn\\·all, page 452. 
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mi Jar sienite to that of the Butter-pots is found bct\vecn < ~at's Cove and Sn ln1on (~ove. All 
.the rest of this tract, except the extrerr1e points of the headlands, is occupied by potphvry. 
This porphyry constitutes those re1narkable and picturesque hil Is \Vi th three peaks, ca lie~ 
the Cat's Cove Hills, which lie about four miJPs inland frorn that place, and haYe a height · 
o f :about 900 feet above the level of the sea. From the_ \Vest side ·of these hills the porphyry 
runs do\vn to Turk's IJead, on the \Vest side of Collier's liay. At Bull Cove, at the mouth 
of Collier's 13ay, the St. John's slate ag!li11 co1nes nut on the coast, and continues thence 
through the \\1 est side of Conception Ray to he the p1·evailing rock. Between Bull Cove, 
and Brigus, ·ho\Ve\·er, a narro\V band or irl~egular dyl{e of igneous rock runs througl1 the 
headlands, and in ,,,,o points clearly overlies a1rd contorts the slate 1·ocks; rnaking then1 
n1uch more siliceous ·and brittle, obscuring· then· stratification, and causing a multilude of 
\vliite quartz veins to ti·a \'crse 'then1 in all directions. (See diagram-, No. 3) Along the 
West shores of .Conception Bay, frorn 13rigus to Flambou1·ough Head, the prevailing dip of 
the slate rocks is nearly N. ,V.-'I'his N. \i\T. dip is invariable at the head of aH the }lays 
nnd in the interior as far as I have gone; but in many of the headlands~ ns fi>r instance, bH-
·1 n·ecn Port de Grave and Bay Roberts, on th.e North side of Spaniards' Bay~ On the 
North side of Harbor (irace, and in Car'bonea·r Island, a S. E. dip ar€ observable-. Front 
Carbonear to I~lambourough Head only one line occurs, along \vhich Ench change of dip 
takes place ; and this ant iclinal line nearty touching Salmon Co·ve hea<l, cuts through tho 
headlands of Broad Co,rc, ,,-estern Bay, lsland Cove, and Flambourough lJead--thus run
ning parallel to the general line of the coa,t, or as nearly N. N-. E. and S. S~. \V. as possible .. 
l·n all these points the extrerne Eastern beds dip to the l\. while to 1he W .. of th~ line the <lip 
is invariably to\vards the \V · In Bay ¥ erde a sudden change takes place in the directior1 

·of the beds, and the Signal 1-1 ill sandstones and conglo1nerates corne in and form all the pen
insula bet\veen Ilay \'erde's ·Breakhcart t>oint, and Old Perlican. 'I'he position of the bed~ 

. is very various, tho dip frequently change.s both in an angle an<~ direction, and the country 
;is thus ·uroken and confusecJ.. 

l{eturning to the botto1n of Loncoption Bay·, there is found about several of ·the headlands 
srnall patches of the variegated s lat fl foTrnution, resting son1ctimes 011 the St. John's slate an<l 
son1etimes on the igneous rocks. rJ'he position of these patches of the variegated slate \Vith 
respect to the St. John·s slate is e''idently unconforrnable. One fi>rmation is said to be un
conformable to another , \vhen the ditect ion of the strike, or the di1·ect iou or angle of inclina
·i-ion of the dip of the loii·e1· ro<~k is clearly differet1t frotn that angle or direction in the up-
per rock. 'l'hus in a srnall C~ove ·bet\veen Brigus and Bull Cove, \Vhere the beds of the va
"riP.gated slate n1ay be seen resting on those oft he St . John's slate forn1ation, both ·the dip and 
·strike of the t\vo t()rmat-ions is at varianc~. The St. John's slate dips at au an~, le of 50° 
to the N·. \V·. , ,,,hile resti·ng on the edges <Jf its upturned beds is a rnass of red slate dipping 
·at an angle of about 30° to th~ N. E. {See sec'\ No. 4), this inconformability of .position is 
a proof; not only that the St. John's slate \Vas formed, but that it had been disturbed and 
broken up by dis1ocating forces, before the time n'hen the variegated slate \Vas ·deposited.
The other places \vhere the ·patches of ~,, ariegale<l slates \Vere observed, -are-on both sides 
the point of the peninsu1a between l~ay llobert~s and J>ort de Grave, dipping in each case 
out\vards fron1 the inferior rocks and on each side of the mouth of Brigus l1arbour. ...i\gaiu 
on the E. side of the mouth of Collier's Uay, " 'here the variegated slate is separated fron1 
the porphyry by a bed of co~rsc conglomerate containing I.arge quart.z pebLles, and a mass 
of quar1zoze rock, schistose but not distinctly bedded, an<l \vhich has most probably been 
greatly altered by the cont·iguity of the porphyry-(see diagram, No. 11.) l~rom this point 
·of Collier's Bay the variega-ted. slate strikes thr<?ugh Bacon Cove into Cat's c~ve, dipping . 
all the \Vay about I~. N, E.-, and in Cat's (_,ove ~l£o is separated frorn the porphyry by a n1ass 
of altered rocks, schistose, and full of quartz veins, and which, if it belong to the variegate<l 
slates, has lost all its orjgin<11 characters. A sn1all patch of the variegated slates is seen in 
Saln1on Cove, not far from the E. point, and dipping \V. This small patch, 'vhich is a bright 
red, abuts against a large mass -of slate rock, characterised by narrow bands of dark and light 
.grey, and which is ·at an angle ,of60° to the E. This slate rock-forms the whole of Harbor 
Main; it is not precisely like St. John's slate, though it resen1bJes that rather than the va
riegated slate formation. i) am ·inc1ined, nevertheless, to~onsider it part ·of the variegated 

·slate, all~.red by heat, perhaps, and placed in its present position with ·respect to the red slate 
·on the one side of it, by a considerable dislocation. 
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On entering Holyrood another small portion of variegated slate is seen i1ear the E; 
point, resting on a schistose rock, \vith littie appearance of bedding and dipping E. at a11 

angle of 3()0
• These beds are shortly turned up into a 11early perpendicular position by the 

i11trusion of a mass of grey grizzly basalt, on which rest a horizontal patch of slate rocl{, 
precisely like that in ·Harbor Main, (see section No. 2.) Near the junction of the red 
slate, and this ingneous rock, the slate is evide11tly altered ; it becomes more compact 
and siliceous, and though mo.re easily· shivered, it loses its previously \veil defined clea
vage. The continuation of this section to the south is obscured by a loose rubbish of 
sand and boulders, but t"vo or three hundred yards beyond are some thin beds of li1nesto11e 
dipping slightly to the no1·th. This li1nestone is of an in1pure and siliceous nature, very 
compact, and marked by small tubular concretions of calcareous spar; It is not more 
than 10 feet thick, and has both above and belo\v it some grey schistose beds, 'vhich are 
likewise slightly calcareous. To which forn1ation these limestone beds belong tl1ere is 
here no direct evidence to inform us ; and it is remarl{able that beds precisely similar in 
character and appearance should be equally obscurely placed in 1\lortier Bay, near 
Burin. In each case, ho\vever, beds of the variegated slate forniation are not far 
distant, so that it is probable the limestone belongs to it. 

These fragments of the variegated slate formation around the ileadia1ids at the bottom 
of Conception Bay, have, as 've have seen, al,vays an inclination from the present land to
wards the \Vaters of tl1e Bay, \vhich would lead us naturally to expect tl1e prese11ce of su
perior rocl{s in that direction. This expectation is verified by the fact of Great and Little 
Bell Isle and Kelly's Island consisting of the forrnatio11 next above the variegated slate, 
nameiy, that \Vhich I have called the Bell Isle shale a11d gr~tstone. The beds of shale 
and gritstone of which these Islands are composed, dip invariably N. ''r· so that tl1e lo"v
est beds are seen on the S. E. side. On the E. side of Kelley's Island a mass of grit
stone of several beds of the usual character~ and forming altogether a thiclmess of about 
30 feet, rises into the cliff, and as tl1c soft beds of shale 011 \vhich it rests have been decom-· 
posed, has continually fallen dovvn, so as to forrn a great rr1ass of disjointed fragments at 
the cliff's foot. This heap of fi·ag·111ents being protected fro1n tl1e action of the sea break
ers, by a considerable pebble beach "yhich stretcl1es out around it, ren1ains as a great 11a

tural stone yard \Vhere every one may 11elp hin1self to the hlocl{ \vhich suits l1im best (1.) 
In the cliffs of Bell Isle, the regular alternations of the ~eds of schale and gritstone i11ust 
strike every eye. Several considerable beds of gritstone exist, but none in such a favour-· 
able situation for transportatio11 as that of Kelley's Island. The ge11eraI dip is N. W. 
at an angle of about 20'"' ; and as the Island 1neasures 11p,vards of ~l1~ee miles across i11 
that direction, and tl1e cliffs are occasionally 300 feet high, the total thickness of the mass 
would apparently be very great. The distinctness of the beds, however, and the continu.;.· 
ity of tl1e perpendicular cliffs enables us clearly to perceive that the Isla11d is traversed by 
several faults. A fault is a break in the continuity of a bed of rock, being sometimes a 
\vide fissure filled witl1 brok:en materials-sometimes a mere line of division ; and in each 
case the separated portions of the beds are at different levels on the opposite sides of the 
fault. The difference of level, or throw of the fault, as it is called, varies from a foot to 
hundreds of yds., & the range of a f3:ult, or . the space of country traversed byi t, is freqt1ent
iy many 1niles. In consequence of such faults or dislocations, it is evident that beds 'vhich 
have in their regular course of dip become covered by a considerable mass of rocks 1nay 
he again thrown up to the surface ; and tl1us i11 estimating the thickness of formation, 
the same beds may be reckoned over again two or three times unless the faults ~re at
tended to. On the W. side of Bell Isle a remarkably red bed of sandstone about 8 
feet thick rises at an angle of 20° from the water's edge to the summit of the cliff n·ear 

(1) Several work~e.n were busy, when I was there, removing blocks for the Catholic Cathedral' of St. Johns. At 
one spot, in the midst of the fallen rubbish, and, as the worktnen a~sured me, btneath the roots of a tree grow-· 
ing on the ·rubbish, \Vas found an old nine pounder; on the trunions of which was still visible S. G. \Vith 
either a Beur de lis or an a.rrow head. 
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the north end of th~ Isla11d, a~1d a precisely ·si1nilar 011e about the n1iddlc of the 
Island ; i11 eacl1 case it is coycrcd b)v a bed of very black schale ; it is therefore l1ighly 
,probable tl1at the t'vo are but. different portio11s of the same bed, \vhose re-appeara11ce 
is, cuuse(l l)y a fault. Several oth~er dislocations 111ay b~ observed at {iifierent points. · 
'Ebe thickness of that part of the formation eve11 \vhich is sl10\v11 in Bell Isle, thus be
'co1nes a con1plicated questio11 not Yery easy to decide. 

It appears fron1 facts 1ne11tioned above that the St. John's slate forrtiatton is by far the 
oldest roe]{ in Conception Bay, and that t~e porphyries and sienites are more 
moder11 tl1a11 tl:e variegated slate f orinatio11 at least, since tl1ey c11t through and produce 
alternations i11 its beds. · It also appears that \he space no'v occ11pied by the bottom of 
tho Bay from I-Iolyrood to Colliers Bay, do,vn as far as a line dra\vn from Portugal Cove 
to Carboncar at least, 'vas once filled by the Bell Isle shale and gritsto11e resting on the 
variegated slate formation, 'vhich reposed i11 a hollow of the St. Joh11's slate. Whether, 
ho,vever, tl1is tract 'vas ever th tis occupied by these beds above 'vater, or whetl1er the 
isolated patches 110\v above the. level of the sea were elevated individually, there is no di
rect evide11~e shc.\vn. It is at least highly probable that tl1e three Islands of sha!e and 
gritstone were once 111uch more extensive tl1a11 at prese11t, if they 'vcre 11ot continuous, 
·and tl1at they l1ave bec11 'vor11 aYray, by the actio11 of a strong N. or N. 'V:. ct1rrent. I 

, ·shall l1ave, 110\tvever, to returi1 to this subject at a future time. 
' . 

~rbe external characters of Conceptio11 Bay are interesting ahd picturesque. From 
Cape St. Francis to Port11gal Cove the hills form a con11ected range, but have a serrated 
·outline, arc steep ai1d clothed '"ith thick: 'voods ; they are mt1ch tl1e same thence to Holy
rood, but are rather ta1ner, and re1novcd from the coast by the flat land 1nentioned be
fore. Rot111d the head of the Bay in the cou11try, composed of ig11eous rocks, the hills 
lose their c·o11nected characte~·'> and .st:~tnd 011t in distinct pealis or detached flat-topped 
masses·. They arc still, ho\vever, ·clothed \vith lVood nearly to their sun1mits. The head· 
lands of this tract, those e,specially coin posed of the variegated slate formation, nre gree11 
and fertile, yielding cxcclle11t grass, arid a1nply repaying tl1e labo11r of cultivatio11. The 
shale a11d gritstone of these three is]a11ds, too, the quiet shapes of \vhich offer so striking 
a contrast \vi th the rough Ol1tli11·e of the 111a.in land, forn1 a soil \Vhicl~ see1ns admirably 
·adapted for pasture land, bears good ti1nber,~ and 111ak~es excellent garde11 ground. The 
,St. John's slate for1natio11 on the ,V. side of the Bay~ preserves its usual character; 
its high lands, 11one of \vhich are 111ore tha:n 800 feet aoove the level of tl1e sea, frequent-
ly f orn1 co1111ectcd ridges, \vhose sum1nits are rocky and bare ; their sides are clothed 
"\vith dense \Voods) tJ1:c trees bei11g inore rcn1arliable for their number tµan their size, 
\vhile tl1e \Vi11ding vallies are frequently· very prett)'~ and apparently fertile. This ferti
'lity is iinn1ediately obvious i11 all those vallies in 'Yhich a good natural system of drai11-
·age exists, fron1 ~l1e increased size of the trees, and .the patches of fine grass that spring 
ttp 'vherever an old tiit has stood or other clearing been n1ade. Of such vallies, those 
on each side of Clark's Hill, at the head of Port de Grave, called the Northern an(l 
So11thern Guts, are excellent examples ; a11d 111a11y other pretty a11d fertile spots 1nay 
be f ot1nd along the coast between Brigus and Island Cove. In Bay Verde, however, 
tl1e barren character of the Sig11al Hill sa,11dstones is iinmediately apparent, stunted 
l>ushes alo11c ~co11cealing the nhked11ess of the rocks. 

3.-W e come 110,v to _Tri11ity Bay.-11~ this district \vc e11tirely lose sight of the St . 
. J oh11' s slate f or1nation-its \Vestern bounda~y running do,v11 the middle of the peninsula 
bet,veen Tri11ity and Conception Bays. Of the Signal Hill sandstones, too, I cannot 
u11dertake to affirn1 the existence further than from Breakheart point to Old Perlican ; 
though at tl1e sa1ne t~me it is perfectly possible that \iv hat I have called the Trinity Bay 
sa11dsto11e 1nay be 011ly the npper form·ation of 'vhich the Signal 1-Iill sandstones form 

' .. 
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the lower beds ; and that thus tl1is latter rocl{, and even the St. John's slate may be 
again visible on the W. side of Trinity Bay. From Salvage point to Hearts Content, 
the coast is e11tirely co1r1posed of beds belonging to the Trinity Bay sandstone forma
tion, consisting of alternations of dark red or purple gritstones and sa11dstones with thin 
beds of slaty rocl{. The beds strike along the coast, or about N. E. and S. W. and dip 
invatiably to the N. W. at a11 angle of about 50° or 60° .-Bet\veen Hearts Content and 
Hearts Desire, these beds gradually trend round,_ arid eventually stril{e into the country 
towards tl1e S. E. and at the head of the Harbor of llearts Desire, dip to the S. W. 
beneath the variegated slate formation. T11e variegated slate formation occupies the 
:\vhole coast, and a good breadth of the interior, from Hearts Desire to the head of Dildo 
Cove. .Alo11g tl1e :\Vhole of this tract it is traversed by various anticlinal and .synclinal 
lines, running neairly JN. E. a11a S. W., and tl1us causing the rocks to dip alternately 
N. \IV. and ~. E. Between Long Poi11t and Witless Bay, is one interesti11g locality, 
where in a hollow of tl1e variegated slate i:ocl{s reposes a mass of beds of shale and 
grits tone belonging evident ly to the Bell Isle formation. (See section No. 5.) The 
graduatio11 from one into the other is here perfect ; the upper beds of the variegated 
slaLe pass into a grey gritstone, \Vith a fine grain, but devoid of cleavage ; these, as we 
ascend, became separated· by thin t>eds of shale, the thickness of 'vhich continues to in
crease, and that of the gritstone to di1ni11isl1, until the whole is crowned by a mass of 
shale 'vithout any gritsto11e whatever. ·(See section No. 6.) \tVhat makes this locality 
still inore ren1arkable, ho,vevet, is tJ1e fact of the slaty cleavage being developed in the 
beds of slate themselves. 'i l1ese beds \vhich are curved up at a high angle on either 
side, al~e fi11ely lami11ated, and they split as easily as any shale along tl1eir planes of la-
1nination, but they aTe also trave~--sed by a fi11e cleavage preserving a constant angle of 
nearly 90 -' to the liorizon, a11d havi11g 'tl1e sarne stril{e as tl1e beds.-The shale is thus 
minced as it \Vere into s111ail scales, or little narroYv~ chips, bei11g cut tiiin by the la1nina
tion, n~:,rr:;:o by the cleavage, and too fragile to rc-!-.ai11 a11y le1ig·tli in the direction of the 
sti·i{{e of the beds. The lo\Vei· surfaces of tl1e gritsto~ne beds altern.ating \Vith tl1e shale 
are li ~(e\vise trave.-·sed by the cleavage for an inch or so up,vards, as they break. or de
co1npose inta shiltil jagged edges. rrhese gritstone beds scarcely cliff er i11 fi11eness of 
g rai11 fco1n the ~vhole tnass of those co1nposing the variegated slate formation in 'vl1ich 
the slaty cleavage is pe :·fectly developed. About half a mile south of this spot, in a 
sm:ill Cove op11osite Red Rock~, 'a1nong some beds of the ordi11ary red slate, I observe({ 
a band of red calcareous roclr, traversed in every direction by small strings of carbonate 
of lim-e, loo~\:i11g lili.e fragn1ents of shells, a!1<l containing concretio11ary balls of grey crys
talline limestone. Under11eath this 'vas a pinh:isl1 yellovv co11cretionary rock, 'vitl1 vei11s 
of carbonate of lime, and srnall balls of ironstone. Tl1e thickJ1ess of these beds \Vas 
about 15 or 20 feet, and they are capable of being burnt i11to lime. I did not succeed 
i11 discoveting i11 them any decided orga11ic remains, though some of tl1e marl{ings \Vere 
lilie faint impi-essions of shells . 

. · ~4 t Dildo head some beds of shale agai11 appear, resti11g 011 the variegated slate rocl{s, 
\vhich rise t1p f~·om underneatl1 the shale to,vards the S. and conti11ue to dip to the N. 
W. to the head of the Co Ye J \Vhere the lo,ver beds of the formation begin to shovv them
selves. Returning £·om the head of Dildo Cove, \Vl1ich forms the extre1ne southern 
point of 'Erinity Bay \Ve find the variegated slate formation still forming the coast to 
Spread Eagle, Long Cove, and Colliers Bay, do,vn to Tickle Harbor Point, having on 
the \V.hole a N. W. dip. 011 each side of Chapel .Li\.rm the undulations in the slate rocks 
are frequent patches of shale resting here and there in their hollo\vs, but tl1eir sides still 
ren1ar;kably preservir1g the tisual inclination towards the N. W. and S. E. 011 entering 
Chapel i\.rm 1ve come immediately on igneous rock. This is for the most part a ra
ther largely crystalline greenstone its texture sometimes varies into nearly a compact ba
salt. It is frequently marked with circular bands, in relief, of some inches in diameter ; 
these sre sectior1s of spheroidal concretions \vhich are not however sufficiently developed· 

' 
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to be detached ·from the mass, and the nuclei of which are of the same character as the 
rest of the rock. 

On the West side of Chapel Arm the variegated slate rock abuts against the green
stone \vithout undergoing any apparent alteration, except that its colours become fainter, 
and that the red ·beds lose that hue entirely as they approach the igneous rock. This 
change of colour, however, . takes place sometimes where no igneous rock is 
present. On the E. side of Chapel Arm patches of shale and gritstone rest upon and 
have been caught among the greenstone, and are of course greatly altered from their 
original characters. The shale is hard, brittle, and rings with a metallic sound, and the 
gritstone is alrnost crystalli11e in texture, and in places joined so as to assume an irregular 
colu1nnar form. The greenstone does not come out upon the COCl;St in any other part, 
hut it spreads a good way in the interior, the hills called Spread Eagle Peak, Old Shop, 
and the Tolt, being certainly composed of the greenstone and its cognate rocks. Pass- . 
ing round the extremity of ,-fickle Harbor Point we find the ·upper beds of the variegated 
slate formation dipping regu.larly under the Bell Isle shale and· gritstone, 'vhich occupies 
the whole of the \Vest side of this long l1eadland up to Tickle Harbor. Not far from the 
extremity of the point the shale contains a great bed of conglomerate 30 or 40 feet thick 
of a light grey colour. The pebbles consist of light quartz, are seldom larger than wal-
11uts, and are compacted together by a grey cement, \Vhich is slightly calcareous. In 
the cliff at this place is seen a very neat example of a fault, and of the effect 'vhicl1 is 
sometimes (though perl1aps rarely) produced hy· a fault on the surface of the ground. 
(See section No. 7.) In Tickle flarbor an entire cha11ge talies place in the rocks form
ing the surface of the country, produced probably by a great fault, hut the exact nature 
of \vhich cannot be ascertained by reason of the lo\vness of the land, and the wa11t of a 
continuous section. A n1ile or two W. however, of Tickle Harbor, the cliffs again 
commence, and tl1e first thing 'Seen is a mass of serpentine \Vi th some impure stealitic rocl{ 
and a yellow quartz rock containing crystals of feldspar. Over these, which are not above 
20 or SO yards across, is an ash coloured slate, then a darl{ purple slate, then a slate with 
a bro\vn stripe, sur1nou~ted by a grey slate, the whole l1aving a thickness of 400 or 500 
feet, dipping N. \7{{. anc1 passing upwards into a grey mass of alternations of slates and 
gritstones, formi~1g v;hat I have called provisionally the Trinity Bay sandstone formation. 
'fhis formation, vi hi ch in its upper parts consists entirely ofthicl{ beds of hard sandstone 
and conglomerate, occupies the whole coast from the Bay of Bulls arm to 'frinity Jlar
bor. Its prevailing dip from Bay of Bulls Arm to Buonaventt1re is N. \V. at various 
angles of inclination, and thus it shortly passes in that direction under the variegated 
slate formation. These latter rocks come in at the head of the Bay of Bulls Arm, & fron1 
a bandof country running thence by Centre Hill to the middle portion of Random S. W. 
Arm, crossing thence into Random Sound, formin z the central portion of Random 
Island, abont Hickman's Harbor, and strikin,~ from the Island across Smiths' Sound in
to the1nainland west of Popes Harbor. From under this band ofvarie ated slates ho\Yever 
the Trinity Bay sandstone again rises to the west, and in Random S. W. Arm, conti-

. nues to rise to the W. or dip to the E. t1ntil at the head of the Arm its ]o,vest beds come 
out to the surface, and we have the same slate rocks appearin ; underneath them, which I 
mentioned before as occt1rrin~ near Tickle Harbor. In Random Isla11d, ho,vever, this 
is not the case, as the Trinity Bay sandstone, after risin :~ to the west, from under the va
rie~ated slate formatio11, very soon arches over, dips a ~~ ain to the west, and so passes under 
another band ofthe varie2,:ated slates, which as they also dip rapidly to the W. shortly be
come covered by the.n.ext superior rocks, the Bell Isle shale and :. ritstone. See section 
No. 8.)'t The shale and 1i·ritstone occupies all the N. W. cor11er of Random Island, and 
a, considerahle tract on the mainland opposite. This tract is lo\v and level, and is boun
d~d to the W: by' a "range 'ofhills, some spurs of which strike the coast opposite the 
W .. .. side of Random Island, about one mile S.. of the bar \Vhich near-y connects the 
Island with the main. 

( 
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The rock of which these hills are composed is a red sienite, very sirnilar to that which occurs 
in sorne place~ at the head of Conception t~ay. 1.,he junction of the sienite, with the shale 
and gritstone, is at one place clearly exposed; it partly overlies those rocks which djp slight
ly towards it, and abut against it. The shale near the junction is indurated, and the grit
stone more than usually hard and of a semi-crystalline texture. (See diagra111 No. 9.) In 
several other points at the extreme head of llandom Sound, masses of a dark grey sch'.stnse 
roe}{ niay be observed resting on, or entangled in, the sienite, but there is no evidence to 
shew to "'hat furrnation they b1\long. 'rhe sienite rocks have apparently a very extensive 
range in the interior, as the san1e chain of hills runs beyond the extremity of Random S. W. 
Arm for. sorne di~tance; they do not however appear elsewhere on the coast. 

The variegated slate rocks both in Random, and Smith's Sounds, have some rerr1ark
ahle localities. In one part of Smitl1's Sound the variety of color is very great,-bright 
red, dull red, cream colour, deep brown and green, alternating with each other. The 
crean1 coloured portion is rather calcareous.-ln Random Sound, near Hickman's Har-

. hour, a bed of white crystalline quartz rocl{, 15 feet thick, is apparently interstratified 
\Vith the red and green slates ; and some distance above it two thin11er beds of a similar 
character appear. The whole is i11 a highly inclined position, but not contorted, and the 
beds of quartz preserve a regular thickness for several hundred yards. · 

From Pope's Harbour to Trinity Harbour the country is composed of the Trinity 
Bay sandstone, 011e anticlined line only occurring in this tract. This line passes through 
New Buonaventure, and runs tl1ence into the country in a N. N. E. directio11. To the 
W. of this line the rocks dip ,V. N. W. ; to the E. of it, or along the coast, the dip is 
E. S. E. at various angles of inclinatio11. Between Trinity Harbour and Robin Hood's 
Bay the beds are perpendicular for a short distance, but afterwards recover their East-
erly dip, and in Sahnon Cove are nearly horizontal. ~ 

The detached Islands about the mouth of Srnith's Sound are composed of a red and 
g :~ey fine grained g ritstone, belonging, I believe, to son1e part of the variegated slate for
mation. Sorrie of the beds on tl1ese Islands would make tolerable building stone. Just 
North of Bi-it_ish Harbor (called also shut-in Harbour) a great trap dyl\:e comes out up
on the coast cutting through the gritsto11e beds without producing in them any sensible 
l\llte:·ation. This dyl{e is two or three hundred yards wide, and is very interesting. 
Near its sides the rocl{ is vesicular, nearly black, and precisely resembling modern lava ; 
apptoaching the centre it becomes compact, and of a dark grey, and· part of the very cen
tral portion is columnar. The part in \vhich the columns are best developed is about 20 
yatds wide, for1ning a nearly perpendicular band slightly ct1rved. The colt1mns are 
small and irregular in the number of their sides. They are nearly horizontal, a11d are 
divided by 3 or- 4 perpendicular joints, into 4 or 5 nearly perpendicular beds as it were. 
In the t\vo outside beds the columns are sightly bent ; those on one side downwarcs, 
those on the other up\vards. (The section No. 12 will make this description more clear.) 
North of the principal dyke t\vo or three smaller ones occur, cutting through the grit
stones without disturbing them. 

Concerni11g the relative age of the rocks of Trinity Bay, it is clear that the greenstone 
and sienites are the most modern ; and from the mass of sienite to the W. of Random 
Island forming hills which seem to keep a nearly N. and S. direction, it is probable 
that to the outburst of that sienite is due the dislocations affecting tl1e stratified rocks, 
which have lil{ewise an approximate N. and S. direction,-or at all events that the out
breal{ of the sie11ite and the dislocation of the rocks \vas simultaneous. It \vould ap
pear also that the variegated slate rocks are conformable to the Trinity Bay sandstones , 
but as I have not yet traced any gradations of one in the other, their continuity is un
certain. Now beneath the Trinity Bay sandstones \Ve have seen that slate roc1rs shew 
themselves both in Ticl{le Harbor, and the head of Random S. lV. Arm, and it thus ap-
pears probable that this series may represent or contain what I have called the Signal 
Hill Sandstone and St. John's slate formation. To this latter, however, the variegated 
slates have been she,vn clearly unconformable in Conception ;Bay.. In the absence of 
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all organic re1nains, and tl1e \Vant of a good continuous section, the distinetness or ider1-
tity of t\vo formations can never be held as proved by rr:ineral characte: .. alone ; I l1aV.e . 
therefor~ left the question open for future evide11ce to decide. Sucl1 evidence I hope to 
get early in the next spring, at the head of St. l\'Iary's Bay. 

The e.xter11al characters of Ti·inity Bay are Clistinct and well deservi11g of 11otice. In 
those parts occupied by the Trinity Bay sandstone formation the land is high and the 
cliffs bold, the su111n1its of the l1ills, ho,vever, are not craggy, and their 9utline is tame 
and regular the country is generally tHick.ly \Vooded, but tl1e trees are not re1narl{able for 
size, and tl1e fertilit:r of the soil is not striking, though i11 sheltered situations it appears 
of an average qt1ality. i ,.fhe great difference bet\veen these rocks and the variegated slate 
formation, in tl1e cl1aracter of the country \vhich they compose, is obvious about tleart's 
Desire and in the Randorn Island. In each case t.he tract occupied hy lhe vari<"gatPd ~late 
is lo\V and level. The in1provernent in the size of th-e trees is great, and \Vhere\1e'" a sp~>t has 
been cleared of trees and rnoss, or a strip of gro~tnd al<jng the sea shore is nat.uraHy so q.n ... 
1ncumbered, the soil is clothed \Vith a rich pasturage of bright green grass, snmtJ1in1Ps. scat.-
tere.d lvith \vi la clover. ' ~ 

rfhe tra.ct between 1-Jeart's Desire and Dildo flarbor \Voul<l amply r~pay the lnhor of cul
tivation,- as pasture ]and ce·rtainly, if not as arable, \Vere but a g·ood road on cf~ opened to l he 
capital : and it certainly seen1s a pjty that such a space shou Id he h")ft u nusPd as ivou Id he 
fully able to supp1y the rnost populous part of the lsiand .\vi th the comt~lon luxuries of fre~h 
rneat, butter, n1ilk ~nd eggs, Jea ving out of the quest ion the grear resources that vvonld be 
thron·n open to a part at least of the lahouring population. ,_fhe tract ahqnt the N. \V. 
corner of Randon1 Jsfand is perhaps too rernote fi·on1 the mass oft he population to he at pr~
Sflnt valnable as an agricultural district; otherwise the \Vhole of the groun<i fi>rrned b)' the 
variegated slates and Bell Isle shale formation, fron1 the size of its titnbPr and the patchPs 
of grass, is evidently of good quality, nnd able, if opened, to support a rnuch larger 11opula
tion than is now to be found on the neighbouring shores. 'fbe hills aboLt the htiad of the 
Bay, avound Chapel Arm, and \Vhich are cornposed of igneous rocks, are rernnrkahly di~tinct 
in appearance frotn the high lands \vhich surround the ~ay ; th•'Y ar<"\ detach(~d frorn ea('h 
other, and have a peaked and serrated outline ; thPy are clothed \\·ith \Voo<L hut not ' I b~
Jieve of a quality bet.ter than ordinary. The sienite hills '1V. of l{andorn Island are lik<·\\·ise 

· imrnediately to be distinguished by their peaked and decided outline frorn the h')avy storrns 
of the gritstone ridges. One detached tiill, ho\vever, composed of the sandstone rocks, li(-'S 
})et\vee i1 ~ay of Bulls Arrr1 and Deer t>ond .. It is called (~entre lJ ill and is up\vards of JOOO 
feet in. hei ~~ht. It is a fact re1narkably characteristic of the \Vay in \Vhich this country is " 
covered by \Vater., that from the ~ummit of this hill I counted 152 '" ponds,'' varying in 
breadth from 20 or 30 yards to about a 1nile, none of \Vh ich \Vere at a grf>at <>r d i~t a nee than: ~ 
8 miles froa1 the foot of the hill. ,. . The cliffs around thP Pntrance of a{andon1 Sound are ve- .. 
ry striking; the in1mensely thick beds of gritstone forn1ing s1noo1h phrpendicular \Vall~ of 
great height aoove, and depth beneath the level of the sea,-a large hlock or IP<lge here and 
there jutting out, to support a stunted fir, and an occasional ruass o.f ruins ~ffiJ.rding an uncer- . 
tain landing at their foot. . 

I have dra\vn section No. 10 from Shonl Bay, around the nflad of Conception l~ay, and 
Trinit~ Bay~ to the country S. \\1

• of l{ando1n. Island, hy \Vay of exhibiting·; in a <'(Hlll 'i}<'lfld 

fortn, surne of the facts mentioned above. ·It does not aim at givi.n~g rnore, than the rudPst 
imitation of the outline of the count1y, with little regard to proportion. The ~on~<Jrted posi
tion of the St .• John's slate is given .from analogy, as I hnv•~ ne,·er act ua 11 y traversed the 
country bet\veen the head of Conception Bay and tlie l~ast con~t. 

4.-1 .had ~Pen so long detained by contrary \vinds on the \\' estern part of the l~Jand, tnat 
the only places I was able,.on my return, to vi~it in f.?lacentia Bay, were St. l .... a,,vrence, 
iVJor,tier, Audierne, and Great and Little Placentia. firo1n what I sa\V. in passing fron1 one 
to the other, a.nd fr<;>m what I g~thet·ed frorn diti'P-ren1 accou·nts, I am enabled to state that , 
the principal formation of Placentia ·Bay js the variegated sla!P. In· the n~ighbourhood of 
Gre~t and Little Pla.centia the rocks are cbit-·fly a dull red arid green compact slate rock, . 
but devoid of slaty cleavage, evidently the lower beds of the variPgated slate furn1ation. At 

, Little Placentia the dip of these rocks is N. W. at an angle of 60°. Tl1e North side. of &he 
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N. E. Arm of Great Place11tia is composed of a porphyritic greenstone of a fine grain; 
with small disse1ninated red and white crystals. I could no where trace the junction of 
this rock a11d the other for1nations \vhich forms the cliffs 011 the Soutl1 side of the Arm. 
The \Vhole of the S. E. Arin of Great Placentia and the cou11try about is composed of 
the variegated slate rocl{, dipping either S. E. or S., at various angles of i11clination . 
. From this Sol1thern dip \Ve should of course expect to find the country to the South 
composed of the higher beds of the variegated slate rocl{s ; accordingly, fro1n what I 
could learn, I believe the whole of the country bet\vee11 Placentia and Cape St. Mary's 
to be so occ11pied, but was prevented ascertaining its precise character, or the position 
of the beds, by stormy weather, and t11e \Va11t of a l1arbour along the coast. Fox Island, 
Red Island, Long Island, and At1dierne, are composed of the n1ost cl1aracteristic beds 
of the variegated slate for1nation. The neighbourhood of igneous rocl{s, ho"Vvever, is 
sl1e,vn by the occurrence ii1 tl1e latter Isla11d of a mass of dark~ purple porphyry, associa
ted with quartz rock. 

The sea coast from Cape Chapeal1 Rouge thro11gh Little St. Lawrence, Buri11, and 
Mortier, is coin posed of a darl{ gree11ish grey scl1istose rock, i11 'vl1ich all trace of bed..; 
ding is sometin1es lost, but \Vhich, near the entrance of l\iortier Bay, dips 60v to the 
S. ,V. On goi11g up l\'.Iortier Bay the most singular and perplexing variety ofrock.s pre..; 
sents itself, tl1e green schistose beds above i11e11tio11ed conti11ue for about t\vo miles into 
the Bay, but are sudde11ly replaced by quartz rock in a large amorphous mass on the 
So 11th side of the Bay, ,~·bile on· the N ortl1 a serpentine 'vi th bands of quartz come in, 
and over tl1ese lie patcl1es of black sl1ale '\vitl1 their beds of grey gritsto11e precisely like 
the Bell Isle shale formation, but 1111lcl1 t'1visted a11d contorted ; these latter rocks ru11 
fo1· some distance on the N ortl1 side of the Bay into the large Cove called Spanisl1 
Room. · 011 the Soutl1 side of the B<ty, the quartz rock:, afier formi11g a lofty cliff fo:r 
about half a n1ile, suddenly ends, and regular beds of variegated slate are found abt1tting 

·it, and dipping fro111 it in a \Vesterly directio11. 'l~he Bay here tre11ds to the S. W. 
und tl1ese rocks apparentiy run along its Soatl1 shore ; on tl1e opposite side of the Bay 
a peninsula juts 011t, for111ing the Soutl1 side of Spanish Room. It is nearly a mile in 
length, and is composed of tl1e follo\ving rockB-(See secti0n, No. 13.) 1.'he point of 
tl1c pe11insula is occupied by a rock:, \vl1ich, \vhether to call a sandsto11e or a gneiss is 
matter of doubt. It has evidently been forn1e·<l of the detritus of a red sienite, a round 
pebble of '\vhich rocl{ I found e11closed in it ; l)ut in appeara11ce, in the slightly rou11ded 
forms of its crystalline compo11ents and their la111inated arra11ge1nent, it exactly resem
bles gneiss. It is tough, bu.t not very hard ; it is regt1larly bedded, dips to the N. W ..... 
at a11 angle of 70Q, arid is divided into square blocl{s b~y joints tl1at follow the dip and 
strike of the beds. It 'vould mak:e a very fair buildir1g sto11e, if care 'vete talren to 
}Jlace it 'vith its planes of lamination in a horizontal position. The thick:i1ess exposed of 
this rock is about t\vo l111ndred feet. To the lo\v .. cliffs co1nposed of this, succeeds a 
small bank of sa11(l rub bi sh, immediately beyond which is another cliff of about forty feet 
in l1eigl1t, co1nposed of beds of red and green rnarls, containing a rr!ass of red sandstone 
and conglon1erate, dippi11g at a very slight angle to the S. W. a11d exposi11g a thick11ess 
of about 150 feet. In tl1e lo,vest beds of marl are bands of white n1arl, indurated, a11d 
very calcareous, and one or t\vo beds of very hard concretionary limestone, mottled \Vith 
red arid white. The cliff again ends, and a lo'v bank of sand a11d boulders extends for 
abo11t 200 yards, wl1e11 suddenly so1ne blacl{ and bro"\ivn shale is fou11d resting on two 
beds of light bro\vn or 'vhitish limestone, siliceous, a11d co11taining small tubul,ar con
cretions and strings of spar, and agreeing i11 every respect 'vith the thin beds of li1nestone 
in Chapel Cove, Holyrood, at tI1~ head of Co11ceptio11 Bay. · T~e t\vo beds of limestone 
are separated by a thin IJarting of shale ; they are each about five feet thick ; and 
the whole mass of shale a11d limestone dips at an angle of 7 5° to the S. S. E. The beds 
of limestone fo!9 m a ridge running across the beach, and I{eeping the same dip and strike 
some distance into the \Yater. Unfortunately the section I1ere is again interrupted by a 
hollow filled witl1 sa11d ai1d boulders, immediately beyond \Vl1icl1 is a cliff of red sand
stone and conglomerate, dipping in the same direction \vith the red n1arls a11d sa11dstones 
before mentio11ed, and exposing a thicl{ness of abo11t 40 feet. 'l.,his last mass of conglo· 
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merat? i~ rather 'soft,_ full ?f Iaq~~ ·quartz. ~ebbles imbedd~d in fi_ne red sand, and m~rked by 
regula1: hnes of strat_1ficat~on·.. J he relnt11nder of the peninsula 1s a lo~ ~each running up to 
\he 1na1nlancl, the cltffs of \Vh1ch are there con1posed of the same serpentine 1·ock, associated 
with quartz, \Vhich was mentioned before.-ln rny present ignor:ancc of the surrounding 
country, I forbear to speculate on the presence of these red n1arls and sandstones; I \Vas, 
hovv-ever, struck "vi th their resemblance to those \vhich, on the \V. side of 1 be Island, form 
.ti1e ]o\ver· parts of the coal forrnation. At the same time the vvhole seccion is rather rPmark
aiiie for its n1ystery than its capability of giving inforn1ation. At the head of the harbour of 
J~ittle St. La\vrence, the green and grey schistose rocks n1entioned as forming the coast, are 
g reat Jy t\visted and contorted; and im1nediately beyond, the countr_y is entirely composecl 
of igneous rocks. '] .. his igneous l"ock is a dull ·red ; it is co1nposed of a base of red corn pact 
feldspar porphyry; frequently, ho,vever, crystals of quartz occur, and the whole rnass he .. 
comes gr.~nul<)r .and crystalline, and contains hornblende and other minerals, when it is call
ed s}enite. It forms a lo\v tract of coast .. rising into craggy hills in the interior, and extends 
fron1 the fl.arbour of St. La\vrt)nce to Point lVJay. At (~reat St. Lawrence a srnall vein 
\Vas found in this rock in w.hich were stnall crystals o-f fluate of lirne, \Vith one or t\vo of ga-

. lcne, or sulphate of lead, and a fe\v. fragments of green carbonate of copper. . The \Yein, ho\v .. 
ever., was only a fe\v inches in \Yidth, and disappeared i11 the course of t\VO or three yards 
without any sign of leading to anything of rnore i1nporlance. 'rhis , .. ock forrns the Island of 
St. l:>ierre. Langley, ho\vever, is cotnposed of the variegated slate rocks. The Island is 
npparen1ly tr3:versed by an antielinal line .. running N. fi~. and S. W. -throuf!h Cape Percee, 
the rocks djpping on one side of it 8. E. and the other N. \V. (See section No. 14.) In this_ 
Island the variegated slate apparently graduates do\vn -into rocks si1nilar to the ,.Frinity Bay 
sandstones-bro\vn and purple grits she\ving themselves about Cape J>ercee. 
· ,-.fhe external characi..ers of the tract no\v described are of course as various as the rocks 

"vhich compose it. ··J'he fi~ rtility of the variegated slate rocks is every\vhere apparent. The 
)~land of Langley supplies St. t>ierre with rneat, butter, rnilk, and eggs. 'rhe tract betwee11 
J?Jacentia and Cape St. 1VJary's is (as I was informed) occupied by six hundred head of cat
tle, and thus evidently only requires ~ com1nodious con1munication wit}l St. John's to be
come a flourishing agricult ura I district ; \vhich character, I have lit tie doubt, rr1ay be ex
tended t{) 1 he V\l estern shore of St. ~,1ary's Bay. · 'J'his forrnation every\vhere forms rather 
Jo\¥ and level ground ; but that its fertility is not due to that circurnstancl} alone, niay be 
proved by ·contrasting it with the lo\V shore around Laun and Lama line, cotuposc<l of the red 
sienite and porphyry, \Vhere scarcely a stunted bush can be seen for rniles, and the \Vhole 
·c9untry is a lo'v barren \vaste of rocks, thinly CO\'ered ·with bro\vn n1oss. Fron1 Cape 
Chapeau Rouge along the Northern shore of Placentia Bay, the country appears very rug
ged -anrl broken; and N. nnd E. of Placentia are son1e very considerable hills, but of \Vhat 
composed I an1 as yet unable t.o state. 

·a.-Olving to the sarne cause mentioned before, I \Vas unable to visit any part of Fortune 
J?a~ ; and ·therefore now pass to the district bet\veen Cape l""a Hune and Cape Ray. 'I"his 
tract is aJtogether composed of either igneous rocks or the \'ery oldest of the stratified rocks. 
-Though I did not land on any point bet\veen (;ape La Hune and the llurgeo Islands, yet 
from the . contour of the co~st, and the description I \Vas enahled to get, I can safely assert it 
lo be composed chiefly, if not entirely, of granite. About the Burgeo Islands granite is the 
sole i·ocli, \Vith the exception of some patches of mica slate and gneiss on one of the hPad
lands. Three varieties of granite \vere observed; one \vhite, rather fine grained, with abun
dance of rnica; another of a coarse grain, \Vith less tnica, and a redish colour ; and the 
third, which is by far the 1nost abundant, a coarsish red granite, \l·ith large. embedded crys
tals of flesh-coloured feldspar. 'l'hese rocks occupy the \vhole coast, anrl a wide tract of 
the interior, bef \l'een Burgeo and La Poi le Bay,-Both the E. and W. points of La Poile 

:-are coJl!posed of the porphyritic granite rnentioned abov~, or that which contains the large . 
cr,Y:s.tals of feldspar. On the E. side of the Bay this_ g1~ani.te is soon repla.ee.d hy porphyritic 
g,reen stone, whi-ch runs up to Galleys-boy 1-!arbour. On the W. side of the Bay, ho\vever, , 
lhe granite runs as far up as Tooth •lead, 'vhere it .partly overlies a,,nd sends Jarg~"veins into " 

''.8-niass of~d~rl{ blue and purple schistose .. ock with a green stripe. · 'l'he changes \Vhich 'ake . 
;plac~ at ~the j~f!~lioa of t'1ese two ~9tcks, in. ~~~ir , r~specti_ve characters ~1 .. e inst .. µ~tiwe. 



APPENDIX. 

A.t about ten yards from this junction. the imhedded crystals of feldspar in the granite 
becomes smaller, and soon cease to be conspicuous, the rock is then principally compo
sed of crystals of quartz and hornblende, and that portion \vhicl1 forms the veins shortly 
loses the hornblende, the quartz from crystalline becomes compact, and the veins at a 
short distance from the granite are entirely composed of compact quar_tz rock on the one 
hand, while their gradation into granite on the other, is well and clearly exhibited. The 
granite itself becoming more and more largely granular and crystalline as we advance 
into its mass, (See section No. 15.) The schistose rock at its junction with the granite, 
is hard, brittle, and traversed by strings of quartz ; as we recede from that rock, how
ever, it passes into a compact flagstone, in thin beds of a fine grain, hard but tough, of a 
light green colour, occasionally having a slaty cleavage when it resembles the St. 
John's slate ; its general dip is about S. at ali angle of 80° .-About. one mile above 
Tooth Head, in a large cliff of regular flagstone, \Vithout slaty cleavage, two granite 
veins are seen four or five feet across, \vhitish, consisting of crystallin~ quartz feldspar, 
and hornblende, and producing no appauent alternation in the neighbour.ing rocks. On 
the E. side of the Bay, opp.osite this, is a mass of dark. siliceous schist, with brown fer
rt1ginous stains, 'vhich is succeeded towards the S. by quart~ rocl{ and choloritic schist, 
continuing to the greensto11e porphyry mentioned before. I was informed that slaty 
rocks were traceable for several miles into the country beyond the head of the La Poile 
Bay. Between La Poile and La Moine the rocks are all granite, principally red, and 
s.on1e of it of a rather fine grain. From L~ Moine to the Dead Islands, and thence to· 
Port aux Basques and Cape Ray, mica slate and gneiss compose the entire country. 
About the Dead Islands, abundance of veins exist in the gneiss, some of which are 30 
yards wide, and are composed of large crystals of quartz and feldspar, containing as it 
were, nests of mica and hornblende, thus constituting a. very largely crystalline granite., 
Tl1ese veins always run w.ith the strike of the beds, & their sides present no well marked 
line of divisio11 bet\veen the crystalline rock and the schistose mica slate and gneiss, one 
passing into the other by fine gradation. Sonw \Yell-marked disti11ct graitic veins, 
hQ\Vever, \Vere observed, \Vhich not onl)r ran in the strike of the beds but crossed them, 
and enclosed masses of the 1nien slate. No larg~ mass of granite appeared in tl1e neigh
bourhood of these veins, but such might exist a little 'vay in the interior. The mica 
slate and gneiss do not occl1py distinct tracts, but beds of eac·h alternate with the 
other, and so1ne beds partool{ of the character of both. The strike of these rocl{s is· 
everywhere pretty u11ifor1n about the Dead Islands and the Port au Basques, being about 
E. N. E. ; their dip however is northerly at th.e Dead Islands, and southerly at Port 
au Basques. At the latter place, beds of a very peculiar character 'vere interstratified 
\Vith the gneiss and 1nica slate. They were not more than a foot or t\vo thick, black,. 
heavy and crystalline, \Vitl1 a fine grain, resembling babalt very much , in appearance.
Garnets occur sparingly scattered about the mica slate, bt1t I observed none of any mag-· 
nitude.-These gneiss and mica slate rocks continue from Port aux . Basques round 
Cape Ray, for some distance to\vards Little Codroy River, whither tlley terminate. 

The external characters of tl1e district, no'v under consideration, have a great unifor-1 

mity. The same b,arren desolate appearance of hopeless sterility is everywhere visible.· 
'f he interior consists of a broken country, of small hummocky hills, traversed in every 
direction by narro\v vallies ; the tops of the hills are bare rock, and their sides scantily 
covered \vitl1 moss, while a few stunted trees miserably congregated in some morce shel-·· 
tered spot, serve hut to render more apparent the nal{edness they are not sufficient to 
~Qnceal. Fe\v parts of the country rise into hills high enough to give features to the· 
~cene~the g.eneral level of the land sloping gradually from the interior towards the sea ; 
as, moreover, the rocks continue to have beneath the \vater the same broken and uneven· 
Efu.rfacethey had above, the coas~ .. is lined :with a perfect fring~ of isl~nd_s, i.~let~, ~: 
rQ-c1{s, above and u11der water, the smallness ·and numboF of which render it 1mposs1bI.e· 
t~>.lay the"'~·dolvn.oo. cbarttf except of ·•er?J; large dimension.. ~E> thO&e WQ}li ~uairt-
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ted with this coast, it offers a11 abu11dance of safe and commodious Harbors ; to others 
it is full of:dangers, they can .neither avoid or foresee .. Under no possible circumstance, 
can it ~ive to its inhabitants ·more than shelter and fresh water. . 

6.-We come now to the description of a large, important and i11terestin:r, distri~t be
t,veen Cape Ray and the Bay of Isla11ds, \vhich I regret that the time at rny co111mand 
did not permit me to exa1nine n1ore in detail. I considered it my duty, ho,vever, i11 1' the 
first instance, to acquire materials for a sligl1t outline of the structt1re of as large a space 
of country as .. possible, leaving the detail of the particular districts that \Vere 'vorth tl1e 
labor, to be fill eel in at a f11tt1re period. 111 describing tl1is portion of the country I 
shall depar.t a little fi~om the pla11 hitherto pursued, and give a slight sl{etch of its Physi
cal Geography, 'vhich is as yet little k110\vn. From Cape llay a chain of hills runs into 
the country in a North East direction, having an average height of about eight hundred 
feet above the level of the sea. 'f.hey are of the most part fiat-topped, but end in three 
conical pealts to\vards Cape Ray, a11d become very n1t1ch brol{en at the distance 
of 15 or 20 n1iles into the country. The chain of hills is apparently continued to\va1 ds 
the head of St. ·George's Bay, at a distance of about 20 miles from the· sea shore, but 
gradually trendi11g towards the 11orth, tl1ey run round the head of tl1e Bay, and thence 
towards tl1e Bay of Isla11ds. Tl1c tract on the south side of St. George's Bay, bet\veen 
these hills ancl the sea, is gcnerall)' of a low average level, ~hough having an agreeably 
und11lated surface; abou~t Cape A11g·uille ho\vever, it rises to a height of four or five 
hundred feet abCYve the level of the sea. On the 11orth side of the Bay ano~her tract of 
comparatively lo\¥ groun{l exists to tho \Vest of tl1e range of hills ; namely, the country 
around Port au Port, mt1cl1 of \vl1icl1 is 11ot greatly above the level of the sea ; and that 
part which does attain a height of tl1ree or four h11ndred feet is table land. rl.,he hills 
about the head of St. George's Bay, tl1ol1gl1 rarely exceedi11g one tl1ousa11d feet i11 height, 
are of a moi1ntainot1s character, rt1gged and precipito11s ; and thiscontinues to be th.e na
ture of rather a \Vi(le })and of con11try that rt1ns from tl1e E. of St. George's Bay, acrossA. 
the Hurnber river, at the head of the Bay of Islands, ancl thence for a co11si<lerabJe dis
tance still farther 11orth. About St. George's Bay this ridge of l1ills f orrr1s the 'vat er 
shed of the cou}ltry ; the brooks on one side runni11g do,vn into the Bay, those 011 the 
other emptyi11g then1selves into the Grand Pond, a large lal{e i11 the interior. Th.is Ial{e 
com1nences at about fifteen 1niles in a straigl1t line N. E. from the extreme Point of St. 
George's Bay. In the first seven iniles, the lal{e spreads out to a 'vidtl1 of about t\vo 
n1iles, and ruIIB about E ... S. E.; at this poi11t, ho,vever, it bends round, divided into t\vo 
branches, each from half a mile to a mile \vide, \vhich enclose a11 Island about t'ven(y
one miles lo11g, and five across i11 the broadest part. In this part of its co11rse the direc
tion of the lake is E. N. E. The re1nai11der of the lal{e, '\tvhich is abot1t 25 miles long, 
and 4, or 5 across, gradu_ally trends round to tl1e N. E. a11d N. E. by N. ,-the \:vhole 
le11gtl1 of the lal{e is about fifty-four miles. At its S. W. extre111ity, it is enclosed by 
lofty l1ills and preci13itous banl{s, and is of great depth, no bottom having bee11 fo11nd 
\vith three fishing lines, or about 90 fathoms. Its depth is ft1rtl1er proved by tl1e fact, 
of the truth of wl1icl1 1ny Indian g11ide assttred me, that its S. ''r· half is never frozen 
_over in the hardest winters. ,.fo\vards its N. E. end it gradually beco1nes shallow, and 
.·tl1e hills slope down into a flat country whicl1 extends as far as the eye can reach to-
. wards the N. and N. E. The lake receives on all sides many brooks, and at its N. E. 
extremity a very considerable river, fifty yards \vide and several feet deep, ccmes in, 
which is called tl1e Main Brool{. ·Three miles .W. of the mouth of this river, an equally 
considera.ble one runs out of the pond ; this latter is full of rapids for five or six miles, 
when it is joined by another river of abo11t the same size, \vhich fio,vs from the N. W. 
These united rivers run towards the S. W., and in about six miles enter Deer Pond, a 

\e'l~ke about, 15 miles long and three or four across, running i11 a direction about N. E. 
and S. W. The S. W. end of this · lal{e is .again encircled by the hills, .through '1Vhich 
the ·united 'vaters force their, way by a narro\v and precipitous v~lley, f orm~11g the river 
Humber, and running out into the Bay ~f lsla!lds. ·.The part of the river bet,veen Deer 



Pond and tl1e sea, is about t\velve miles long, from about 50 to 100 yards across, and se
veral feet deep ; its navigation is, however, impeded by two rapids, one about two miles· 
from its mouth, and three quarters of a n1ile long, and another shorter but steeper, and 
more dangerous about half a mile below Deer Pond. The river whicl1 above Deer 
Pond comes in from.the north and joins that running out of the Grand Pond, is likewise 
encumbered with rapids, our progress up each branch being stopped half a mile from their 
junction by rapids utterly impracticable witl1 our boat. I afterwards interrogated the 
Indians respecting the cottrse of the river in those parts into \Vhicl1 I was not able to 
penetrate myself, & they informed me that the N. branch which I shall call the Humber, 
rises in the country near Cow Head, passes down to the E. tl1rough several lakes, two 
of which are 8 or 10 miles long, and gradually bends round to the S. or S. W., to the 
spot I have before described. The main brook which runs into the N. E. end of the 
Grand Pond, is navigable for a canoe for a distanca of some miles above the place where 
I turned back. It is there found to run out of a lake 8 miles long ; on the other side of 
the lake the river is again 1net with, and passing up it tl1ree more lal{es are crossed, each 
above six miles long. Tl1e extre1nity of the last of these is about 18 miles fi·om Hall's 
Bay, a branch of the Bay of Notre Dame; and crossing halfamile of land another brook 
is met with, down which a canoe can proceed to the waters of that Bay. It thus appears· 
that the cour1try drained by the Humber is up,vards of 100 miles fron1 N. to S., and 50 
or sixty fron1 E. to W., by far the most extensive system of drainage in the Island, it , 
approaches the sea on three points, namely, Cow IIead, Hall's Bay, and St. George's, 
Bay, and the united waters force their \vay out at a point nearly equidistant from each, 
having either forn1ed for themselves or taken advantage of the narrow pass bet\veen Deer 
Pond and the South branch of the Bay of Islands, called Humber Sound. rrhe Indians 
lil{ewise informed me that if they proceeded from the E. side of the Grand Pond 
opposite the E. end of the Island, a day's jour11ey to the E. brought tl1em to the S. end 
of Red Indiart Pond, a lake bet\veen 40 and 50 miles in length, and that from that point 
another day's marcl1 to the S. E. brought them to the middle of a11other large pond of 
about the same size. Each of these ponds empties itself by a brool{ into the Bay of Ex
ploits. They each run about in a parallel direction 'vith the Grand "?ond, or about N . . 
E. and S. W., and the S. W. end of the third large po11d is \Vithin a long day's \Valk of 
White Bear Bay. It tl1us appears that there are two easy n1ethods of crossing the coun-· 
try from N. to S. with a canoe. The first by proceedi11g from St. George's Bay througl1· 
the Grand Point to Hall's Bay ;. the· second from White Bear Bay, through the tl1ird 
pond to the Bay of Exploits. 

The Geo lo :. ical structure of the district thus described is precisely i11 accorda11ce with 
its external features, 'l.,he chain of hills running from _Cape Ray to tl1e Back of Cow 
Head, forms a great anticli11al exis, which in the N. part of its course ru11s N. N. E. and 
S. S. W., but S. of St. Geor :.: e's about N. E. and S. \V. rrhe central portion of these 
hills is composed of gneiss, mica slate, chlorite slate, quartz rock, and granite, and from 
these the superior rocks dip on either hand. It appears, ho\vever, that the superior for
mations flanking these hills are different, and different places. The tract lying on the· 
S. side of George's Bay, between these primary hills and the sea, is occupied by the 
Newfoundland coal formation.-The· general strike ~of these beds is parallel to the coast, 
or about N. E. and S. W., but about Cape Anghulle the ~eds are broken and disturbed, 
and thence to Codroy strike N. or sometimes N. W. It thus happens that the same beds 
'vhich for~ the coast at one part, continue along its 'Yhole course, and 've are deprived of 
the benefit of a coast secti_on. In order to get a section of the country we are then driven 
to the rivers. I ascended the Codroy River tep. or twelve 1niles from the sea, and the . 
brook next above Crabb's River about 8 miles,. from 'vhich I got tl1a following re-· 
suits:- .J 

The cliffs on the sea shore, and a band of country a few miles in width parallel to it, 
are occupied by the lo,ver beds of the f ormation,-the red sandstones ~nd marls, \Vitl1 . 
gypsum. In the cliffs near Codroy Island fs much red and green marl, with bands · of 
white flagstone. The white flagstone and the greenish 1nart contains man)r veins of 
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\vl1ite t!brous gypsu1n, a11d i11terstratified \Vitl1 tl1ese and tl1e red 111arls are son1e thick 
beds of \vhite ancl grey gypsum, of a singular character. 'l..,hese gypsum beds are not 
hard compact sulphate of lime, but are composed of \vhite flakes of that substance, regu
larly la1ninated, and interspersed 'vith small flakes and speclis, or sometimes thin part
i11gs of a black substance, apparently bituminous shale. The '\Vhole- mass is soft and 
po,vdry, thicli bedded, a11cl in considerable abundance, and it might be carried away in 
boats \Vitl1 great facility. I 4 "vas i11formed by some Indians of great Codroy River that 
they had seen a bed of coal two feet thick, and of a considerable extent, some distance 
11p the country. Their account of the distance,. however, varied from· ten to· thirty miles ; 
a11d I could not i11duce any of tl1em to guide me to the spot. I proceeded up the river 
al)out t'velve iniles frorn the sea, a11d some distance beyond the part navigable for a: 
boat lvithout seeing any thing but beds of bro\vn sandstone and conglomerate, interstra-· 
tificcl \Vith red 111arls and sandstones, gradually becoming more· horizor1tal and dipping 
to,vard tl1e S. E ~ I believe, however, tl1at a bed of coal had been seen by an Indian on 
tl1c bank of tl1e brook rur1ning into Codroy River about SO miles from its mouth, but 
that the pe~so11 ,v}10 saw it \Vas 11ot in tl1eneigl1bourhood at the tirne of my visit. About 
the middle of tl1e South side of St. George's Bay, in the vicinity of Crabb's River, the\ 
lo\ver part of the coal forn1ation, consisting of alternations of red marl and sandsto11e, 
strikes along the coast; the beds dipping to the N. W. at an angle sometimes of 45'-' . 
~l\hout 3 1niles fro1n the coast, ho\vever, all anticlinal line occurs, preserving the same 
strik~e as the beds, or about N. E. and S; W. and causing those to the· S. of it to dip 
to tl1e S. E. 'l.,hus tl1e rocks \vhich forrn the cou11try along the coast, to the '\vidth of 
~3 iniles, \Vitl1 a N. \\T. dip, agair1 occur to the same or a greater 'vidth, according to the 
a11gle of their inclination, "vith a dip to the S. E. before \Ve can expect to find any higher 
l)eds than those in the sea cliffs ; so tl1at at least 6 miles of country formed of the lower 
lledR, 1nust be crossed_directly from the coa~t, before \Ve arrive at the higher beds in 
'vl1ich tl1e coal is situated. (Sec ~ectio11, No. 16.) In ascending the brook next above 
C rabb' s River, I f ou11d on the sea coast beds of soft red sandsto11e and red marl, and 
abo11t a mile t1p tl1e brook, red a11d ,v}1itish sandsto11es, interstratified \vitl1 heds of marl, 
cl1iefly red, b11t also occasionally \'Whitish, green or l!lue; beyond that \Vere heds of marl, 
contai11ing r11assive grey g:ypst1m, si1nilar to that at Codroy, and a l:ed of blue c'Iay, con
taining crystals of sie11ite. Similar rocks1 with no\v and then a bed of brow11 or yellow 
sa11dstone, occ11rred tl1ro11ghout the first 2 or 3 n1iles ; further the cl1aracter of the rocks 
'"as precisely si1nilar to those I l1acl already passed. 

As, ho,vever, the ba11ks of the brook \Vere occasio11allj" lo'v, the section observed \Vas of 
course 11ot perfectly conti11uous, ancl beds which were hidden on one side of the anticli

. i1al line formed cliffs, and \Vere thus exhibited on the other side. Thus, as· I conti-
11ued to ascend the hrooli, I came on a cliff of red marl, 50 feet thick, 'vitl1 some thin 
grey soft n1icaceous sandstone, beyond \vhich "\vere some beds of grey hard rock, with 

. 11odt1les of subcrystalline limestone, the ba11ks of the river being lil{ewise covered with 
a crust, a foot thick, of tula. So1ne distance above this the red sandstones become 
more scarce, the colour being generally hro"\tvn or yellowish ; grey clunch, too, "vith vi
taneous lami11re \Vas frequent, some banks of brown sandstone, and a nest of coal with a 
sandstone nt1clues was seen. The shape was irregular, and was about two feet Ion !~· . (See 
section No. 17.)-lt most probably was a vegetable squeezed out of all sembla.nce of its 
former shape. Over this mass of sa11dstone there "\tvas again a good thickness of grey 
clunch, a11d brown or yello'\iv sa11dstone and conglomerate interstratified "vith red and 
brown- n1arl, all dippi11g gently to the S. E. Over these "\tvere some thin beds or red 
sandstone 'vith red marl, and a little beyond some hard light brown or greyish ycllo\V 
sandstone with small quartz pebbles ; this rock formed ledges stretching across the river, 
prodt1ci11g a fall of two or three feet. About one hundred and fifty yards above this, on the 
W. bank of the brook, 'vas so1ne grey clunch and shale, on which rested a bed of hard 
grey sandstone, 8 feet thick; covered by two or three feet of clunch and iron stone balls, 
and two feet of so·ft hro1vn ·sandstone, with ferruginous stains, on which reposed. a bed 
of coal three feet thick.-See section No. 18 .. . 

• J 
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The dip of these rocks was very sligl1t to,vards the South, ~n 'vhich direction the batik 
became low, as it was also on the opposite side of the river, which prevented my tracing_ 
the coal further ; neither was the bank above the coal high enough to bririg ~n any of 
the beds over it and thus give its total thickness, since it is evident the portion here seen 
inay be only the lower part of a bed instead of the whole. The quality· of the portion 
thus exposed was good, being a bright caking coal. The distance from the sea shore is 
about 8 miles ; the only harbour, however, is that of St. George, which is about _20 
miles from this spot. A few very rude and imperfect vegetable impressions \Vere al,l I 
could see in any of these rocks. Many of the gritstones iri this section might probably 
turn out good freestones. In the next brook to the East of the one I ascended, was for
merly a salt spring, whicli, however, I \Vas assured, had lately be¢ome quite dry ; but 
several of the little rills whicl1 I tasted in the neighbourhood \Vere brackish. A.s regards 
the extent of country occupied by this bed of coal, or others which may be above it, the 
data on 'vhich to found any calculation are but few. If, ho,vever, the upper rocks fol
low the course of the lower, 'Yithout the intervention of faults and irregularities, the 
tract so occupied would probably be an oval, forming the centre of the country, bound
ed on the sea coast by the North; _and the ridge of primary hills on the South. From 
.the top of the high lands at Crabb's River this ridge bounded the horizon at the distance 
apparently of abotlt 20 n1iles. Allowing half of this 'vidtl1 to be occupied by the lower 
beds, the tract yieldi11g coals \Vould probably be 20 or 30 miles long by 10 miles wide; 
Gypsum again appears once or twice to the cliff bet\veen Crabb's River and St. 
George's Harbor. The North side of St. George's Bay, between Cape St~ George 
and Indian Head, is occupied en~irely by beds of tl1e mag11esian limestone mentioned 
before, all dipping at a slight arlgl~ t!l the N. N. W. and thus passing under the great 
n1ass of shales arid gritstones which forms the country about Port au Port. At Indian 
.Head a mass of ig11eous rocks comes ir1, hut in consequence of the lowness of them and 
on each side of it, no junctio11 -with the surrottnding forn1ation can be observed. It con~ 
sists partl~y of a hypersthenic rock, largely granniar, with many small crystals of Labra~ 
dor feldspar, exhibiting th~ ~sual reflected colours ; much of it, howe-ver, is a l1ard dark 
basaltic rock, with imbedded crystals of hornblende. In crossin·g from St.- George's 
Harbor to the Grand Pond, the eou:µtry 'vas so covered by dilavial rubbish, and that by 
iiloss ~nd woods, that no gu~ss could he given as to the nature of the rocks below, ex~ 
cept from the cir~umstance of some-angular pieces of white limestone being fou11d in one' 
of the brooks. On arriving at tl1e Grand ,Popd the cliffs are fot1nd to be gneiss and n1i
ca slate.~ Tl1e western end of the Island, arid the mainland_ opposite, is chiefly a chlo :..
titic schist; al~ the .centre of tl1e Island, howeve·r1· and the main on each side of it is 
granite, s9me ~f whicl1 is \Vl1ite with mien, and so1ne red, with or without hornblende: 
The North en~ of the ~sland is a congio·merate . . (See se·ction No. 19) linmediat~ly 
opposite the Eastern end ~f the Island, on the Northern shdi;e· of the lake 8:re some' thick 
b_eds of very 'vhite rock, dipping in various directions; and just beyon~ thes.e, towards 
the East, sonie cliffs of a bright red colour, appare11tly red sandstone, but the bedding· 
of which was not discoverable. 

. The violence of the 'vinds and l\raves would not admit of our small boat approaching· 
these cliffs either in going or retur11ing~ ~'vo or three· 1niles East of them, however, 
the cliffs are co~pose'd of beds or red sandstone anci tnarl, passing up,vards in.to :t>ro,vn 
a11d yellow sandstones and conglo .. merate of small quartz pebbles, interstratified with 
beds of brown, yello,v, and blue marls, clunch and shales, and dipping at various B:ilgles 
of inclination, but generally moderate ones, towards tl1e E. or S. E. This series of 
~eds is precisely similar to that previously described as forming th~ South _side of St. 
George's· Bay, and it forms the cliffs of all the shores .. of that part of the lake East of the 
Island. Its general dip is Easterly, and the angle of inclination becomes 1ess as· 'Ye re
cede from the granite and pri1nary rocl{s; and in the bed ofa small brook, at the N. E.~ 
corner of the Pond, \Vere found various pieces of coal; and at one part, '1vhere the .bank 
'vas ne,vly fallen, the following section was exposed :- · . 
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Ft. In. 
Sand and Boulders . .. • . 10 0 
Softish grey and yellowish sandstone . . . 5 0 
Ditto do. shaly ~ . • ·1 0 
C:~oal ( sorne part like cannel coa I) .- l • • 0 6 
Yellow clunch . . . • • • 0 2 

L Grey bind • . .. . 2 0 
All these beds clip at at an angle of 30° to the S. E. Large pieces of coal were found int hf~ 
head of the brook, \\1 hich is rapid and rocky above this point, she,ving that 1nore beds exist; 
and one Indian of St, George ·s 1-Iarbour assured me he had seen a bed three feet thick in 
the brook below this point, about three years ago. This was probably truP, as I saw rnany 
banks in the same brook where such beds might have appeared, but which were then cover
ed with wood and rubbish that had fallen fi·orr1 above. 

It thus appears that rocks containing beds of coal are those last observed to dip to\vards 
the wide level tract mentioned before as existing N. l~. of the pond, and that as they ap
proach that tract the beds become more horizontal and regular. It is therefore highly 
·probable that coal may be found over the whole or greater portion of it.-lts extent I do not 
know, but snme low hiJls \Vhich appeared in the distance were said hy the Indian to be at the 
head of White Bay. It is evident that should a coal country be found to st retch from the 
Grand f>ond to the Bay of Exploits or Bonavista Bay, its value will be rnuch greater than 
the strip of coal rocks along the South side of St. George's Bay. 

Bet\veen Cape St. George and the Bay of Islands the cliffs are chi~fly composed of shale 
and g~itstone, dipping in various directions. At the entrance of the Bay, ho\vever, a group 
ofprecipitous hills strike the coast from the S. E. and forrns the lofty headlands round Lark 
and York l·J arbors. These headlands are composed of igneous rocks of various characters. 
They are partly a sienite conipound of quartz and horneblende, which passes into a greenish 
rock, full of red veins, and having the appearance of a conglomerate till closely exarnined;: 
other portions are a dark con1pact greenstone, which contains sorr1etimes rnasses like a pepe
rino or v:o1canic grit. Before entering 1-1 umber Sound, I observed a few beds of red sand
stone, resernbling that of St. George's Hay, and near it some dark bitnrninous shale, but the 
·relations of the two \Vere not clearly exhibited.. From that spot nearly to the hPad of 11 urn
ber Sound, all the rocks consisted of dark shale and grey gritstone. 1,hese beds, as befi)ro 
described under the narne of the Port au Port shale and gritstone, n1uch resemble the Belt 
Isle shale formation on the East of the Island. r-fheir position in 1-lurnber Sound is irregu
lar and broken. They dip various ways, frequently at high angles; a Westerly inclination, 
however, being the n1ost frequent.. Sorne beds of a reel colour \\1ere observed, but what p1ace 
they occupied in the series, it was impossible to determine. The most irregular contort ions 
occasionally shewed themselves ; the beds of shale being puckered up into angles like a 
vandyke border. Fron1 this broken condition of its beds, it is irnpossible to form an estirnate 
of the total thickness of the for1nation \Vi th any degree of accuracy ; it occupies, ho\vever, 
the \vhoJe Jength of the !-lumber Sound. On approaching the head of the Sound, the dip of 
these shales arid grits becon1es rnore regular, being always to the \\'. Their positive junc
tion with the next forn1ation is no where seen, as the only section, that of the ell ff..; on the 
North of the Sound is interrupted by a low bank of Joose sand, 3 to 400 ya re ls across. Just bP.
_yond this we come to the Humber limestone, dipping regularly \\'. and thorefi>re passing 
underneath the shale and grit. The limestone forrnation has already been described, as res-
pects its n1ineral character. It only remains therefore to state, that \Vhenever its dip cou1d 
be seen, ·it was invariably west at different angles. 'rhe hills composed of 1t run nearly N .
and S· for a considerable distance. :\bout three miles up the ~~umber River,. its lowest por-
tion, in which no appearance of bedding is discernible, forms lofty \vhite precipices of pure 
marble, cro\vned and surrounded by thick woods, and \vluch, closing in upon the rapids, pro
duce n1ost picturesque scenery. Blocks of any size rnight here be procured, and by a little 
management floated do\vn the river into the Sound, where any kind of vessel will find excel.
lent anchorag~. A little above these limestone precipices, the hills recede from the ri\'er 
·and enclose a valley of about two miles in \Vidth, but they are continued without any inter-· 

' 
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i•uptio11 to just belo\V th~ second rapid, where they close ir1 again on the stream. Here 
the rocks are gneiss , and 1nica slate and gneiss form all tl1e hills around the lower end 
of Deet P<?nd. At about the rniddle of this lake the hills gradually slope down, expos
ing no cliff; · at 011e point, ho,vever, some beds of yello\vish sandstone and conglomerate 
of white q 11uartz pebbles \Vere observed. Round the t1pper end of Deer Pond, and thence 
as far as could be seen, was spread the level country mentioned before; but at the ~a
pids just above the bifurcation of the river, some ledges of ligl1t brown gritstone were 
seen. Both these gritstones and the sandstones and conglomerate, \Vere the same rocks 
as those found on the banks of the Grand Poncl and the south side of St. Georges Bay, 
belon ~ing to the lower part of the coal formation. · Putti11g tl1ese facts together, we get 
an E. and W. section fro1n tl1e mouth of the Bay of Islands to the head of Grand Pond, 
\vhich exposes the structure of the country in a satisfa.ctory manner~ (See section 
No. 20.) 

Concerni11g the age of the Humber iimesto11e formation, \Ve have oniy the positive facts 
that it is ne,ver tl1an the g11eiss and 111ica slate, and older tl1an the Port au J->ort shale 
~and gritstone. . I devoted as m11cl1 time as I could spare to hunti11g in it for fossil shells, 
but not the sligl1test trace or indication could I find i11 any part of it, of its containing 
organic re111ai11s. This abse11ce of orga11ic re1nains coupled \vitl1 its crystalline charac
ter, \Vould lead one to lool{ on it as a primary lirr1esto11e, or a portion of tl1e gneiss a11d 
n1ica slate forrnation. If so, it is certa.inly the highest pa.rt of that formation ; as it loses 
its crystalli11e character i11 its middle beds, becomes tl1in-bed(led in its highest portion, 
and has every appeara11ce of graduating up,vards into the Port au Port shale and grit
·stone. Concerni11g the still 1norc interesting qt1estion of the relations of the coal for
mation to the surrounding roclis, it 'vill be seen that I have as y·et little or nothi11g to 
·offer. That it is t1nconfor1nable to tl1e g11eiss a11d mica slate is certain ; as in St. 
George's Bay and tl1e Grand Pond, it rru1s up to that formation, 'vhile in the Bay of 
Islands the Port at1 Port shale a,nd gritstone, artd tl1e Hun1ber li1nesto11e, intervene be
fore we find anv trace of the red san(lstonc \vl1icl1 for1ns the base of tl1e coal formation .., 
If it be allo\v·ed me to off et any opi11io11, i11stead of a11 arg11n1ent, I a1n i11cli11ed to believe 
the coal formation the 11e\vest stratified rock~ i11 tl1c Island, and probably unco11formable 
to all the rest. · 

.. 
.l\s regards the external c!1aract'cr of thn district i10\v 11nder considerat!on, I have ai

ready spoken of its physical geography, and have 011ly to add a fe\v 'vords on its agricul
tural capabilities. Tl1e coal formatio11 on account of its alternate beds of marl and 
sandstone, and its lo\v ancl u11dulating surface, is every,vhere admirably fitted for culti
vation. On the S. side of St. George's Bay, along the sea cliffs. on the banl{s of the 
rivers, or \vherever the surface is cleared ?nd draine(l of trees, it is covered \vith beauti
ful grass ; and the .fe\v _straggling settlers scattered along that shore exist almost entirely 
on the produce of their li~e stock. The aspect of their l1ouses put me in mind of the 
cottages of small farmers i11 some parts of E11gland.. Tl1ere is every reason to believe 
that the same fertility w9uld be cl1aracteristic of the country round the N. E. of the 
Grand Pond. The 'vhole o.f the district, even the primary hills, is covered with wood of 
a far finer description than. the ge11erality of that 011 the E. side of the Island. Groves 
of fine bircl1 and juniper are scattered among the fir, and pines are met with here and 
there in the interior of the .country. On the ba11l{ of a brook between St. George's Bay 
and the Grand Pond, my Indian guide pointed out several fine ash trees. The Bay of 
Islands has, I believe, long been celebrated in Newfoundland for its timber ; and I 
can ·safely assert that the banks of the Humber, as far as I ascended it, did not deterio
rate in that respect-every portion of the country being densely covered witl1 
fine wood. 

, 

I have hitherto me.ntioned only these large masses of rock which enter into the solid 
strt1cture of the Island : I have no\v a few words to add respecting the superficial mat
ters that lie scattered over it i11 many parts, forming a thickness of a few feet immediate• 
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. }~ ,b.:.efo\~ t'i~e: Stfrface of.tne g:«>~mi-.. 'fhese loose n~ate~i~i~ ccn~is·t PririCipally cf sand 
·· a1iq. ~9a1~se· _g·rµve~,1 ~vith ~1ere a11d t~18re a patcl1 o·f t11e clay, a11d la1~ge blccks of rock 
:eitlier :·mi}~ed rip \Vitl1 therri, or s tre\ved loosel.r cvej" tl~en1 . I11 tl1e J!.eighboi1rl:ood of St. 
cJO.hii'~ a'.nd tl1e.11e11insula st1·etcl1in55 out to Cape St. Francis, these s~perficial matters 
~r~ prjncipally of coarse sand·, dark g:ey and bro\tvn, havi:ng a sen~i-stratified arrange-
1ne11·t,. ?nd being freqt1e11tly at least ten feet thick:. I 11e~rer cot1ld discover, in any part, · 
sl1e}Js qr other relics of tr1e sea. lt lies pei~l1aps lTIOSt abt111daI1tl)~ On the sides of the gently 
-sloping grou11ds, as fo1· insta.nce in. tl1e to,Yn ·of St. Joh11's ; hl1t, thougl1 11ever found 011 

the vety s1~1nmits of the l1ilis, it spreads over n1t1ch of the h)gher grounds, being seen 
, - ~bundantly alo11g tl1e 1~oac1 fi·o1n Portugal Cove to St Joh~n's, at a heigl1t of 400 or 500 

feet above tl1e level of the sea. It is every \vl1ere full of a11g ular pieces of slate rocks, 
many of them of a large size, .Jying, witl1out any regard to arra11gement, imbedded i11 

. ·the Jilass.-Soine rot1nded blocl{s of sto11e occur also ; !,ut I do not recollect ever 11av
ing ~ee11 a piece that rr1igl1t not have bee11 derived f1~or11 the immed;ate neighbourhood. 
At Ferryl::tnd so1ne beds of \v.hite clay are fou11d on tl1e sides of a cliff, \ivhich is t~sed b)1 

thf} i11habitants for plastering a11d \Vl1ite-\vashing. Large boulders are e\"'e : y lvhe~·e ~e 
be :r;net :\Vith. In Port de G·rave, so111e of a dull gtitstone, apparently part of tl:e T ri11it)'" 
Bay sa11dstones, rested on the top of the slate 11ills 400 or 500 feet above the sea . . 111 

.Come-by-Chance lay so1ne immense blocks of red sie11ite, perfectly rounded, p oha!~ ly 
·derived fi·o1n the l1ills '\i\T. of Random Islund. Aiong tl1e sot1tl1 shores of A:val0n, tl~e 
mass of drifted inaterial~ is, I t11i11l{~ less tl1a11 on ti1e 11ortl1. 011 the sL1n111il s of t l~e 

. .Lamalin Islands, ho,vever, 200 feet above the sea, \ve:4 e some large angt.la: blocl s of 
grey slate, resting on red porphJrry. Bet,veen Burgeo Isla11ds .and Cape Ila~y, ~he g~·a
vel resen1bles that on tl1e East of the Isla11d, but is 1nixed 'vith mucl1 fi11er anc1 pure.c 
,sand.. Blocks of the primary rocl{s, too, l1ere occur i11 a" u11da11ce ; and on the S. side 
·of St. George's H 'arbor a11 immense block: of gneiss a11d inica slate 'vas seen ; this \Vas 
~bout four yards across in eacl1 direction, and five or six feet of it \Vere exposed ·above 
the surface of tl1e ground. Its ·edges \Vere not greatly ro1111ded. In goin·g from St . 
. George's Harbor to Grand Pond, tl1e banks of tl1e brool{s never expos_ed anythi11g bt1t 
sand and 'boulders of gra11ite, g11eiss, and similar rocl{s. (1) Tl1e \vhole of the fiat 
con11try inentioned as occurri11g abot1t the N. E. end of Grand Po11d and Deer Po11d, 
appears to be covered by a thicl{ bed of loose sand, co11taini11g occasionally small ql1artz 
pebbles. Small cliffs of this sand, SO feet high, were often exposed 011 the banks of the 
rivers. It is frequent]y regularly stratified. I concluded at first that before the Hurr1ber 
had ~vor11 a suflicie11tly deep channel thro11gh tl1e l1ills belo'v Deer _. Pond, this flat coun
try had been covered by a fi·esh 'vater lalle, i11 \:vhich tl1e sand 'vas deposited. I after
·,varHs, 110,vever, fo11nd patcl1es of tl1e sa1ne sand 011 the banl{s of tl1e.Ht11nber Sou·nd 
2 > or SO feet above the sea level. , I searcl1ed several times but ~id not discover ·a si11gle 
·shell, or o ther orga11ic body in tl1is sand to sho'1v 'vheth~r it ~ight pe considere~ a ter
tiary formation or not . . Whetl1er boulders of gra11ite, however, or. ot~er rocl{,.occurred, 
they always, as far as I observed, rested .upon and \Vere pev·er en~losed by t~is s~nd. 
On the nortl1 side of St. George's Bay, r1ear Ship Cove, a sm_all valley · ~s allnllst iilled 
·~1p by clay, ml1d and sand~ 'vith boulders. (See diagram No. 12.) _rrhis m·ass forms a 
~ow C!"u1n1~Fng cliff, 30 or 40 feet high ; on the sides of which 1· found ·abundance of 
shells, bu i. ied sometirr1es several inches in the clay. They \Vere in differe:µt .. stages of 
decomJ:os;tion, some· of them crumbling under the tot1ch. The fi·agments ·I brought 
a\vay have heeL1 exa~11ined by Professor Stuwitz, and he declares t:!hen:i to be. common 
and ex!s~.i11g species-one is a pholas, others myra arenosa, huccinum 11ndatum, a 
t0]j11a, &Jc.;_ The small cove was entirely occupied by a pebble beach and no shells 
visi l·e in i ~ except these old ones SD feet above higl1 water mark. It is possible however, 
tba'", ~bav ma~y have be J"1 bro11ght there by birds, and become afterwards covered by the 
f~ll.~ng clay. I ce:~tainly could fi11d no befl of shells in the cliff, and the case is therefore 

.. ;\ .. . 
(1) A gentleman in St George's Harbor assured me he had seen piece.s of coa~. and ~ther rocks brought. down 

by the ice in Crabb's River and the other brooks on the south side of St. George's Bay • 
• 

• 
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hardly decisive to be cited as an argument for the recent elevation of the land above the 
sea. I have neve~· bee11 able, 011 the shores of N e\vfoundland, to perceive any of those 
]evel n1ath.ings in the rocks, or lines and ledges of sand pebbles, so comn1on in other 
co:in .. l·ie3, a:1l -1.n . l ica ~in .. ~ a!1c1e:it sea beaches raised above their former Ievel~except, in
deed, in ~t. (,: eo_·ge's Hay, and be~\'veen L' Anglois and l\'Iiquelon, I have seen but: few 
spo_s 'vhere a beach of a11y !{ind exists.-Stern cliffs, whose depth belo\v the \\1ater seems· 
to equal or exceed their height above it, characterise nearly the whole coast. At the 
head of soine of Lhe Bays, ho,vever, and in 11early all the small coves a11d harbors, is 
found a ba11k of pebbles; and frequently happe11s tl1at a brool{ \vhich comes foaming 
do,vn the 1·ocks imn1edia~ely behind, suddenly disappears, quietly soak:ing its way out 
to :·.he sea benea~h the ba11 ~{ of pebbles the waves have plied over it. The pebble beaches 
at G .·eat ar,.d Liille Placentia a:·e very singular, but it would lead me into a great de
ta ~ l Lo desc.:1be ~ he1n. Suffice it, therefore, to say, that Little Placentia stands on an 
isla.n rol s _1t1'ounded by a banl£ of pebbles, \Vhich connect it with the 1nain land, and that 
G 81 t P lacen -.i a s ". an<ls 011 a great square flat of loose pebbles heaped up by the tides at 
the jnnc:i o~l of vhc t\VO a rms of the harbor with the main opening. In Trepassey Har
bv1· 1S auo;het ins"ance ofa11 island joined to the main by a pebble beach, as also of the 

, SBH, na ving darn rned itself out of part of its former space, whtch is 11ow occupied by a 
f:es'1 "\va· e ~' pond. The pebble beaches at the head of Conception Bay are curious. .A,. 
f an . .\. of pe~bles runs along the shore from Topsail to Holyrood, a distance of ten miles; 
arid on the S. E. side of each of the islands of Belle Isle, Little Belle Isle and Kelley's 
Island , . a pebble each stretches out into the triangular form, its apex reaching three or 
four hund:·ed ya1 .. ds into "the sea. It appears as if a N. ,V. current drifted past these 
I slands, deposited a pebble beach in the slach water under the lee of each, and then 
s-.Ye.,Jt 1;.p the re1nainder of its accumulations on the shore ofthemainland beyond. I was 
.~n -.,1 ch su :"p ~~isefl at find;ng two ro-ur1ded masses, as large as a man's head, of meandrina 
r a ~,ro·pical co ·a!~· t- .. 1 ~hese beaches ; but conclude them to have been part of the ballast 
oi sJ:11e vessels f. 01n Be ·~muda or the West Indies. 

i n CD!lcl ~ sion, it may be allowed me to point out the course which I would suggest 
fo i .. the p ~·osecut.ion of the s11rvey during the summer of 1840. I should \Vish to employ 
the month of May in exa111ini11g St. Mary's Bay, and tl1e remainder of the summer in con-. 
tinning ~,he coast survey thence through the Bays ofBonavista and Notre Dame. I should 
hon~ +o be qhl·~ +o ~2ach ~he. Red India11 Lake by the River Exploits, and to ascertain 
so 1ne hing rc.:-;pl3c ·n 7 tne p ~~obable eJ{tent of the coal field, whose borders were reached 
las . sun1n1er at i_.I1..; N. E. e11d of the Grand Pond. 

Respectfully submitted by 
J. B. JUKES, 
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DOCUl\'IEN'I,S CONTAINED IN THE APPENDIX. 

Esti1nates, 3; TREASURY ACCOUNTS, viz., Light House Accounts, 6 and 25. 
'Salaries 7 ; Prosecutions 9 ; Printing and Stationery, 9 ; Gaol Expenses, 9. 
Fuel and Light, 10; Coroners, 10; Circl1it Courts, 10; I11cidentals, 11. 
Vote of Credit, 11 ; Special Votes, 11 ; Poor, 12; Education 12. 
Colonial Building, 13 ; Interests Accounts, Roads and Bridges, 13. 
Outstanding Votes, 12 ; General ... t\.ccount of Treasurer, 24 ; Wolves, 26. 
Imperial Revenue, 26; License, 26 ; Fin-es, 26 ; Excess of Fees, 26. 
Custo1ns Accounts, 27 to 30 ; State1ne11t of expenditure of £5000, voted by Imperial 

Parliament, SO. 
Fees of Clerk of Supreme Court, 30; Fines and Forfeitl1res in N. C. Co11rt, 32. 
Fines and Forfeitures in Police Court, St. John's, 33, 35, Return of 'Volves killed 

in 1839, 39. 
DESPATCHES-From the Secretary of State relative to rem11neration of Collector 

of Customs, 36, 37. 
Relative to certain Colo11ial Acts, 37. 
Relative to Blt1e Book, 38. 
Relative to Judge Brenton, 39. 
Relative to Post Office establishment, 41. 
111 reply to the Assen1bly's charges against the Governor, Coun-

.. cil, and Mr. Archibald, 4:3. 
Presentments of Grand Juries-of St. Mary's, 45; of Burin and Trinity 46. 

of Ferryla11d, 4~7 ; of Greenspond Placentia, a11d Bonavista, 48. 
Education Reports---.:..~·~ t. ,John's, 48; Ferry land, 49; l}lacentia and Bonavista, 50 
Report on the state of the Court House, 51. 
Letter from the <~ollector of the C ustoms relative to a preventive Boat, 51. 
Reports of Road Commissioners, St. John's, 52, to 68. 
~ight Hot1se Il.eports, 69. " 
Geological Report, 70, 
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