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PROCLAMATION.

By His Exceliency Sir ALEXANDER BANNERMAN,

A. BANNERMAN, Knight, Governor, and Commander-in-Chief
[L.S.] in and over the Island of Newfoundland and
its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the

game.

E i HEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stand§ prorogued until FRIDAY,
the Tenth Day of August : And whereas I think fit to prorogue the said General Assem-

bly until MONDAY, the First day of October now next enguing.

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said General Assembly
until MONDAY, the First Day of October next ; of which all persons concerned are re-
uired and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly.

»
Given under my Hard and Seal at the Government House

at St. John’s, in the aforesaid Island, the Sixth Day of
August, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty, and.
in the Twenty Fourth Year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JOHN KENT,

; Colonial Secretary..



PROCLAMATION.

By His Ezcellency Sir ALEXANDER BANNERMAN,

A. BANNERMAN, Knight, Governor, and Commander-in-Chief
[L. S.] in and over the Island of Newfoundaland and
! its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the

same.

‘Nr .

HEREAS the GeneralAssembly of this Island stands prorogued until MONDAY ,the
First day of October : And Whereas I think fit to prorogue the said General Assembly
until SATURDAY, the First day of December nbw next ensuing :

1 do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, further prorogue the said General Assembly
until SATURDAY, the First day of December next ; of which all persons concerned are
required and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Govern-
ment House at St. John’s in the aforesaid
Island, the T'wenty-Fifth day of September,
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty,
and in the Twenty-Fourth Year of Her
Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellt;ncy’s Command,
JOHN KENT,

Colonial Secretary



PROCLAMATION

———— s T

By His Exzcellency, Sir ALExaANpErR BANNERMAN,

A. BANNERMAN, Knight, Governor, and Commander-in- Chief in

[L. N.] and over the Island of Newfoundland and its De-
pendencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same.

i i HEREAS theGeneral Assembly of this Island_staﬁds prorogued until SATURDAY,
the First Day of December: And Whereas I think f{it to prorogue the said General As-

sembly until MONDAY, the Third Day of December now next ensuing :

I do, therefore, by this my Proclamation, iurther prorogue the said General Assembly

until MON DAY, the Third Day of December next, then o meet for the despalch of busi-
wess 3 of which all persons concerned are required and commanded to take due notice and

govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House

v : at St. John’s, in the aforesaid Island, the Sixteenth
Day of October, One I housand Eight Hundred and

Sixty, and in the Twenty-Fourth Year of Her Ma-

jesty’s Reign.
By His Excelleney’s Command,
JOHN KENT,

Colonial Secretary.
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JOURNAL AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE
Second Session of the Scventh General Assembly
oF
NEWFOUNDLAND.

Monday, 3rd December, 1860.

The General Assembly having, by Proclamation of His Excellency
the Governor, bearing date the 16th day of October, 1860, been sum-
moned to meet for the dispatch of business this day ; and being met,

By virtue of a Commission under the Great Seal, directed to the
Honorables Laurence O’Brien and E. D. Shea, which is as follows :—

VICTORIA, by the Grace of GOD,

of the United Kingdom of Greal

A. Baxnverman, Governor. Britain and Ireland, Queen, De-
Jfender of the Faith.

fTﬂ ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING :

Know Ye that We have constituted and appointed, and by these
Presents do constitute and appoint, the Honorable Laurence O’Brien,
President of the Executive and Legislative Councils, and the Honora-
ble Edward D). Shea, Member of the Executive Council of Qur Island
of Newfoundland, to be Commissioners, they or either of them, jointly
or severally, to tender and administer the Oath of Allegiance unto
Hugh W, Hoyles, James L. Prendergast, and Richard MeGrath, jr.,

Assembly summoned by
Proclamation.

Dedimus Potestaiem.



Oath adminjstered to TL.

W. Hoyles and Richard
e e

Take the oath and their
Bgnls.

Message Ly Usher ofBlack
Rod commanding attend-
ance of the House,

House attend theGoyernor
in Council Chamber,
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Esquires, who have been elected Members of the General A;semblyr
under and by virtue of the provisions of a Proclamation dated twenty-
seventh day of August last past, giving them and either of them, our
said Commissioners, full power and authority to perform the matters
heremnbefore mentioned, ratifying aud confirming all and whatsoever
they, or either of them, shall do and perform in this behalf: And there-
of theyv, or either of them, are to make due return under their, or either
of their, Hands and Seals, unto Our Governor of OQur said Island.

Given under the Great Seal of our aforesaid Island.

Witness our trusty and well-beloved Sir ALeExaN-
pER BanveErmawn, Knight, our Governor and
Commander-in-Chief. in and over our said Is-
land and its Dependencies, at St. John’s, in our
said Island, the first day of December, 1860, in
the twenty-fourth year of our Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
J. KENT.

The Hon. E. D. Saea, one of the said Commissioners, came at one
o’clock on this day, into the Assembly Chamber, and administered the
usual State Oath severally to Hugh W. Hoyles, Esq., returned Mem-
ber for the District of Burgeo and LaPoile, in room of James Seaton,
Esq., resigned ; aad to Richard McGrath, Esq , returned Member for
the District of Placentia and St. Mary’s, in room of John Delaney,
Esq., appointed to the office of Post Master General.

And the said H. W, Huyles and Richard MecGrath, Esqrs., having
severally taken and subscribed the Oath prescribed by law, took their
seats as Members for the said several Districts accordingly

At two o’clock a Message was delivered from His Excellency the
Governor by F. W. Rennie, Esq., the gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod :

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

His Excellency the Governor commands your immediate attendance
in the Council Chamber.

~ Accordingly, the House attended His Excellency the Governor in
the Council Chamber, when His Excellency was pleased to say :
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Genltemen of the House of JAssembly :

: . 18 & 1 owine to House commanded to
As the House of Assembly is at present without a Speaker, B T

the illness of Ambrose Shﬁﬂ, Eﬂq., I do not think fit to d’EGlﬂI‘E the Excellency the Governor.
cause for which I have summoned this General Assembly until there 18

a Speaker of this Assembly.

You will, therefore, gentlemen of the House of Assembly, retire and
proceed to the choice of some proper person to act as your Speaker, and -
then present him for my approbation.

And the members being returned to tne Assembly Room,

~ . . R. J. Parsons, Esq.. pro-
The Hon. Coron1aL SECRETARY, addressing himself to the Clerk, posedas Acting Speaker.

(who standing up, pointed to him and then sat down), proposed to the
House that Robert John Parsons, Esq., do take the Chair of this House
as acting Speaker, during the illness of Ambrose Shea, Esq., in accord-
ance with the terms of the Act 21 Vic., Cap. 21; which motion was

seconded by Pierce M. Barron, Esq.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :

-

For the Motion, 14 : Against the Motion, 11 : Division.

Hon. Colonial Secretary ' Captain Carter

““ Receiver General Mr. Hoyles

“  Surveyor General “ F. B, Carter

«  Attorney General “ Leamon

« E.D. Shea “ March

Mr. Barron ““ Warren

“  QCasey ‘““ Whiteway

«“  Nowlan 1 ¢  Kuight

¢« Furey “  Rendell

“  MecGrath “  Walbank

“ English « Winter..

& R{_}g(;rﬁnn

«« Kavanagh

“ - Dwyer

So it passed in the affirmative ; and,

Gl‘dﬂ-‘?'ﬂd,—Thﬂt Robert John Pﬂl‘Sﬂ]’lS, Esq., do take the Chair as =, J. Parsons,. Esq,,chosen
Acting Speaker of this House during the illness of Ambrese Shea,Esq., “*" "P¢*"
in accordance with the terms of the Act 21 Vie., Cap. 21.



Takes the Chair,

Mr. Speeker's Address of
Thanks to the House,

Mmr, opeaker and House
attend His Excelleney the

Governor in the Council
Chamber.

Mr, Speaker presented for
Iis Excellency s approval.

Mr, Speaker appreved of
by flis Excellency.

Mr,
Chair.

Speaker takes the

Mr. Epeaker requests His
Excellency to grant the
House the customary priv-

ileges.
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Mr. Acting Speaker elect was the neondueted to and placed in the
Chair by the Hon. Colonial Secretary and Mr. Barron, when he address-
ed the House as follows:

GENTLEMEN,—

1 beg to express my high appreciation of the honor you have con-
ferrered on me in chosing me to act as your Speaker, I shall ever en.
deavour to merit this mark of your confidence, to maintain the dignity
of the office with which you have been pleased to invest me; and ¥
trust, by your assistance, to maintain the privileges of the House, and
that my conduct shall, upon all oceasions, be marked by firmness and
impartiality.

Mr. Acting Speaker elect and the House then went to attend His
Excellency the Governor in the Council ‘Chamber, when he was pre-
sented to His Excellency by the Hon. Colonial Secretary, who address-
ed His Excellency, as follows :

MAay 1T PLEASE YoUrR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly, agreeably to your Excellency’s command,
have pmcﬂe(}ﬁd'-tu the choice of a Speaker, and have elected Robert
John Parsons, Esq.. member for the District of St. John’s, East, to act
in that office, and by their direction, 1 beg leave to present him for the
approbation of your Excellency.

After which, His Excellency was pleased to say :—* I approve of the
Speaker whom the House of Assembly have chosen.” .

The House being returned, and Mr.Acting Speaker having taken the
Chair, .
Mr. Acting Speaker reported that the House had attended His Ex-
cellency in the Council Chamber, when His Excellency had been pleased
to approve of the choice the House had made of him to be their S peaker,

and that he had thereupon addressed His Excellency to the following
ing effect :

May 1T PLEASE Your ExcELLENCY,—

Your Excellency having been pleased to approve of the choice the

. House of Assembly have made of me to act as their Speaker, it now be-

comes my duty, in the name of the Representatives of Her Majesty’s
loyal subjects, the Commons of Newfoundland, respectfully te demand
all their accustomed rights and privileges : that they may have freedom
of speech in their debates, that they mav be free from arrest during their
attendance in Parliament, and that I, as their Speaker, may have free
access to your Excellency’s person.
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Mr. Acting SeeAxer also reported that in reply, His Excellency

call: |
-

Mr. SPEAKER—

«« ]| most cheerfully grant your request.”

Mr. Acting SpeaxEr then reported that His Kxcellency had, in the
Council Chamber, been pleased to make a Speech to both Branches of
the Legislature, of which, Mr. Speaker said, for greater accuracy, he
had cbtained a copy, and which he read to the House, as follows :

JMr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legisiative Council :

M. Specker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

1.—1 have been induced to open this session at anearlier period than
usual, with a view to bring under your consideration wmatters of great
importance, which I shall presently advert to: but before doing so I
avail myself of the earliest opportunity to allude to an event which has
occurred since we last met, and which will long be remembered with
pride and pleasure in this colony—the visit of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales—he having first set foot,on this side of the Atlantic, on
- the Island of Newfoundland. 'T'he sojourn eof that intelligent and most
amiable Prince was necessarily short, but long enough to endear him to
all classes, he having won the affection of every heart ; and all will join
in wishing that God’s best blessings may be abundantly showered upon
him. We, and the Queen’s subjects in her North American Provinces,
ought to be deeply thankful to our Gracious Sovereign for sanctioning
his visit to these important parts of her dominions in the Western Hem-
isphere, at an age when early impressions are seldom effaced in after
life ; and the happy results of such a visit may be felt Lereafter, as they
are now appreciated, not only by Her Majesty’s subjects, but by the
people of the neighbouring Republic, whose warm reception of the
Heir to the Crown of England clearly manifests their desire that amity
and friendship between the two powerful nations of the United King-
dom and the United States of America may long continue to exist.

2.—The first subject of importance which will demand your early
attention, is the distress which now prevails, and  which, I fear, will
much extend during the winter among the people in many ot the dis-
tricts of this colony. That distress may be accounted for from the Seal
as well as the Cod Fishery, having proved, I believe, far below an aver-
age, wiiile there has been aigreat failure in the potato crop. The Gov-
ernment, will, of course, lay before you all the mnformation that it has
yet acquired on this: subject. « Advances. have already been made in
¢onsequence of urgent application on hehalf of these who may be called

His Excellency grants Mr,
S peaker‘s prayer for usual

privileges.

Mr, Speaker reports His
Txcellency's Speech »#
opening the [session.
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the permanent poor, in several districts of the colony ; but such ad-
vances cannot be continued without the authority of the Legislature.
Besides a large numbder of the aged and infirm requiring relief, 1 fear
that other demands to a great extent will be made on you. The system ,
of administering relief, which has so long existed, (if it can be called a
system), is radically defective, for nothing can be more demoralhizing
to the people than an indiscriminate distribution of relief, thus recog-
nising them as paupers, without a due examination into their circum-
stances, while they continue as paupers (o enjoy political privileges,and
to share in the electionof Representatives to the House of Assembly, I
am not aware that such a practice prevails in any other colony. You
know that the population of Newfoundland mainly depend on the Fish-
e¢ries for subsistence ; and when their industry is rewarded with suc-
cessful seasons, many of them are improvident,and seldom look forward
to a period of distress. No pains should be spared to give encourage-
ment to Agriculture, and to every other source that can give employ-
ment to the labouring classes, to prevent, as far as possible, their re-
sorting to pauper relief. This question is one of such vast importance
to all classes of the community, that I most earnestly hope it will meet
with your most serious attention ; and, in the meantime, I think it
would be advisable that where relief isrequired in the outer districts,
it should be authorised by a Stipendiary Magistrate on a recommenda-

tion of some clergyman in his vicinity.

3.—About six weeks ago a question arose relative to the legality of
the continuance of the additional tax of ten per cent. on the duties on
all goods and merchandize imported into St. John’s, which was first
levied by the 10th Victoria, Cap. 1, and was passed by the Newfound-
land Legislature soon after the calamitous fire which took place in June,
1846. 'Uhe first intimation of an objection to a continuance ot this tax
was an Address sent to me by the Chamber of Commerce, which will
be laid before you, with the reply of the lixecutive Council. The ques-
tion is one which involves a considerable amount of revenue, but it ap-
pears to me to be entirely a legal one, which must be decided by Judi-
cial authority ; for, although the Legislature may alter, amend, or re-
peal, it can go no farther—and it is quite competent for any of Her
Majesty’s subjects, who may consider themselves aggrieved by any Act
or Acts of the Legislature, to appeal to a Judicial "L'ribunal, which will
decide on the legality or illegality of the Statute which is referred to.
"The colony, I hope, will not be involved in auy expensive litigation, as
the whole question must rest on the legal construction which may be
put on the Act already alluded to, and subsequent Acts passed by the
Legislature of this colony. At the same time, I think all will admit
that the question is one which should be decided as soon as possible.
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My attention was never directed to the levy of Ten per Cent. duty be-
fore, for it does not appear in the Revenue Act; and, if a stranger
comes to St. John’s to sell a cargo of goods, he will find that in addition
to the duties which appear in the Tariff, which is annually circulated
for the information of the public, he will have to pay ten per cent. on
the value of all duties on his cargo, which is not exacted in any other

port.

4.—1 have now fo call your attention to another subject, namely,
Direct Steam Communication, and I beg to refer you to the documents
which were laid before you during last session, and which you will find
in the Appendix to the Journals of the Legislative Council, (those of
the House of Assembly I only received on Saturday evening), from page
257 to 291. Since that time correspondence has taken place with Her
Majesty’s Government and the Agent of the Galway Company here,
and, on a recent application from that gentleman to pay the subsidy
stipulated by the old contract, which terminated on the lst of January
this year, the Council did not consider themselves in a positien to accede
te the Agent’s request until advised by Her Majesty’s Government, and
I have been in daily expectation of hearing from the Secretary of State
on this subject. It is needless for me to allude to the inconvenieuce
which the community has suffered by the irregularities which have take
en place in our Steam Postal Arrangements with the mother coun-
try. The Chamber of Commerce has complained to the Secretary of
State, and to the same quarter I considered it mv duty to state facts
connected with this subject, with the sole object to bave these irregu-
laritics remedied by Her Majesty’s Government, for if the people of
Newfoundland are to pay a large sum for Steam Postal Communica-
tion, they are eantitled to receive value for their money.

5.—1 have now the satisfaction to anuounce to you that a contract
has been entered into with the owners of the Vicloria steamer, a vessel
well known on this coast, and whicﬁ, this fall, has been thoroughly re-
paired with new boilers, &c., &c. The Vicioria will be employed in
commuuicating with many of the outports of this Island, carrying goods,
passen sers, and the mails, both North and South; and, I believe, it
will be admitted that such an intercourse will, move than anything else,
tend t¢ promote the welfare, interests, prosperity, and, I siu{:érely
hope, the civilization of so many of the people of Newfoundland:
The details of the arrangements which have been made will be laid
before you.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of JAssembly :

6.— e Revenue of this year, to the 24th November, amounts 'to
£101,000; you will observe there has been a decrease from the last
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year, and as I hear that several stocks of goods are on hand, an increase
is not to be expected. I have more than once urged on the House of
Assembly, that the sums which they may consider proper to vote ougl:t
to be limited by the means placed at their disposal ; and you, gentle-
men, may feel more inclined to listen to the suggestion, when I inform
you of a circumstance which, I dare say, you are well aware of—that
the debt of the colony has been of late years increasing, and that it now
amounts to £182,500, the interest on which is £9,940—and the late fire
at Carbonear (a calamity which, I deeply regret, has befallen that town)
will, I suspect, add to the Colonial debt several thousand pounds. It is
right, however, to state, that I understand there is deposited in the
Savings’ Bank, under the head of ¢ Sinking Fund,” a sum amounting
to £9,733, which reduces the liabilities of the colony, by that amount.
That system must be a wrong one which increasesthe permanentdebt of a
colony, byappropriating from its ordinary revenue, raised by indirect taxa-
tion, large sums for purposes which benefit the fewat the expense of the
many, and which are, therefore, legitimate objects for direct taxation—
and a revision of your finance system may become a question deserving
serious consideration. The estimates will be laid before you, and, in
voting the sums which are indispensable for the making and maintain-
ing the roads and bridges of the colony, I hope you will take care that
the money shall be properly expended, and that if a laborer receive (as
he is well entitled to) a fair day’s wages, the colony get a fair day’s
work.

7.—On the question of Education there were differences of opinion
relative to sub-division of the grants, during the last Session, and the
House of Assembly ordered reports to be prepared from the different
districts on that subject. These reports will be laid before you, and on
a question of such vital importance to the colony, I am sure they will
meet from you with that attention which is due to them.

8.—Complaints are daily, and I think justly, made of the inefficiency
of the police force. Soon after my arrival in this colony I was surpris-
ed to see so small a number of policemen in a town with so large a pop-
ulation as St. John’s, and with beats extending in various localities from
East to West several miles. I applied to the Secretary of State to as-
certain what would be the expense of procuring additional men from
the well-organised London police—some of them having been sent to
other colonies. The information I received was laid before the Coun-
cil, but the expense was considered to be too great. A memorial which
reached me from the Magistrate of Carbonear last week, will also be
laid before you, asking for an additional police force in consequence of
the disorderly state of the town.
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9.—1I shall direct to be laid before you a Despatch from the Secreta.
ry of State, relative to the firing of Fog Guns at Fort Amherst.

10.—The Colonial Secretary will also lay before you the draft of a
proposed Act for the organization of a Volunteer force in Newfound-
{fand, a Despatch relative to a Shipping Master, as well as Despatch-
es on other subjects which I have adverted to.

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

11.—1I shall now refer to another matter which, although the last, is
not the least in importance, and which all of us are deeply interested
in—the Fishery Question. I had expected before now to submit to
you the result of the negociations which have been going on between
the Governments of England and France. I gave publicity to a verbal
communication made fo me hy the Duke of Newcastle on his visit here.
Since that time I have had no information further than a short Despatch
from another of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, in the ab-
sence of the Duke, and in answer to an enquiry from me, announcing
that ¢ the Convention with France on the subject of the Fisheries is
not yet finally concluded, but its terms are substantially agreed upon,”
and that he (the Secretary of State) hoped ¢ shortly to be able” to in-
form me that it is completed, and to ¢ send me a copy of the Docu-
ment.” I, therefore, apprehend that we must patiently wait for the
information I have been promised, and which I am in daily expectation
of receiving. I have no doubt that Documents will be laid before the
Imperial Parliament relative to the Newfoundland Fisheries, which
will, I am sure, be anxiously looked for, and perused by the people wha
are most interested in this question.

12 —I shall be happy to co-operate with you on all subjects which
may promote the interests of the Colony, and will not further occupy
your time.

On motion of Mr. Furey, seconded by Mr. McGrarn, !

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Ad-
dress of Thanks in reply to the Gracious Speech with which it has
pleased His Excellency to open the present Session of the Legislature.

Ordered,—That Mr. Furey, Mr. McGrath, Mr. Casey, Mr. F. B.
Carter, and Dr, Winter, do form the Committee.

The Hon. Atrrorvey GENERAL gave notice, that on to-morrow he

will move the House into Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Cu]_unyﬁ

Select Commiittee to pre-
pare Address of Thanks in
reply toGov einor’s speech.

Select Committee to pre-
pare Address of Thanks in
reply toGovernor’s speech.

Notice for Committee on
state of tae Colony.
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Notice forCarbontm. "t The Hon. Survevor GENERAL gave notice, that on to-morrow Le
o € - : = 1 ® .
will ask leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the Carbonear Street Act, and
to introduce another in lieu thereof.

Notice of Address relative WMy WinTER gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move an Address
to Despatch on Herring

Fizhery Bill. to the Governor for Copy of Secretary of State’s Despatch relative to
the disallowance of the Herring Fishery Protection Bill.

Order for adjournment. Ordered,—That the House, at its rising, do adjourn till Four o’clock
each day.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Four of the Clock.

Tuesday, 4th December, 186G0.

Lﬂi’tfﬂ‘ﬂd,—Thﬂt th.e House, at its rising, to adjourn till Thursday
next.

Then the House adjourned: till Thursday next, at Four of the Clock.

Thursday, 6th December, 18690.

Notice for suspention ol r gay ce. that on to-morrow he will move that the
Rules in reference to Ad- Mr. Furey gave notice,

dress of Thanks. Rules of the House be suspended in reference to the Address of
Thanks.

"Phen the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Four of the Clock.

Friday, Tth December, 186Y.

Report of Select Commit-  Mr. Furey, from the Seleet Committee appninted to prepare the

ks Address of - 4 qdress of Thanks in reply to the Speech of His Excellency the Gov-
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—

ernor at the opening of the Session, presented a draft thereof, which he
handed in at the Clerk’s 'Fable.

On motion that the Report be received, Motion to receive Report.
Mr. WinteEr moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. K~nignr,

That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of Privilege Amendment.
conneeted with the Report of the Select Committee on the Reply to
the Speech of His Excellency the Governor at the opening of the
Session.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there Division on Amendment.
appeared :

For the Amendment, 8 : Against the Amendment, 12 :
Captain Carter Hon. Colonial Secretary
Mr. Warren ¢“ Receiver General

‘““ March “  Surveyor General
¢  Bemister ¢ Attorney General
- % Whiteway « K. D. Shea
¢ Winter Mr. Barron
¢  Rendell ' “ MecGrath
%, Kmight. . . « English
¢ Dwyer
¢« Qasey
“ Furey

““  Solicitor General
%o it passed in the negative, Amendment negatived,

And the question on the original motioa being then put, it passed in
the affirmative ; and

Ordered ,;Ac cordingly.

Ordered,—That the Address be now read a first time. Address read 1st time.
And the Address was read a first time accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Furey, seconded by Mr. Casky,

Ordered,—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to Rules suspended.
the said Address.

Ordered,—That the Address be read a second time on to-morrow. Order for 2nd reading|
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Mr. WixTER gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move an Addre:
to His Excellency the Governor, praying that he will cause to be laid
before the House, a detailed statement of the amount of the 10 per cent.
duties received annually, at the Custom-house, under the St. John’s
Re-Building Acts ; and also showing the number and amount of De.
hentures issued, the amount of interest paid, and appropriation of bal-
ance thereof, for the years ending November 380th, 1846 to 1860, and
the amounts added to the Consolidated Debt of the Colony during each
of the same years, under the St John’s Re-Building Act,

Mr. WarreN gave notice, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon,
Colonial Secretary to cause to be laid before the House, the original ac-
count Sales of Cattle sold on account of, or belonging to the Lunatic
Asylum in the year 1859:

Also, to ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary if the Catholic School »nf
Bay de-Verds is continued since 18538 and 1859, and amounts paid by
the Government to such Teacher :

Also, that he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary to cause a Return
to be laid before the House of the number of dogs destroyed, pigs im-
pounded, and fines levied on same, under the Nuisance Bill of last ses-
sion, with the number of Summonses issued for trespass or nuisance,
date of such Summons, and names of parties so summoned, and how disa

posed of :

Also, to ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary to lay before the House
Copy of the Contract with the Steamer Vicloria :

Also, for a Return of all Crown Rents received by Mr. Doutney for
the years 1857, 1858, 1859, and 1860.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next, at Four of the Clock.

Manday, 10th Pecember, 1869.

The Hon, SurvEyor GENERrAL presented a Petition from Richard
Berny and others, of Carbonear, which was received and read,—Pray-
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ing that the House would adopt immediate measures to amend the

Carbonear Street Act, so as to enable them forthwith to commence re-

building their houses, destroyed in the late fire there.
Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WaiTewAY gave notice, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary to lay before the House the Correspondence between
F. N. Gisborne, Esq., and His Excellency the Governor, on the sub-
Jject of a General Survey of this Island.

Pursuant to Order of the Day, the Address of Thanks in reply to
the Speech of His Excellency the Governor at the opening of the Ses-
sion, was read a second_time.

Ordered,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole upon the said Address.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.

Mr. Speaxer left the Chair.
Mr. K~i1cur took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaxer resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed
the Address, with an Amendment, which they had directed him to
report to the House ; and he handed the Address and Amendment in at
the Clerk’s Table.

And the said Address and Amendment having been read a first and

socond time, were, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the
House.

Ordered,—That the Address be now read a third time.

And the Address was read a third time accordingly ; and is as fol-
lows :

To His Excellency Sir ALExANpER Bax-
NERMAN, Anight, Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

May IT PLEASE YourR ExcerLiescy,—

1:-—We_. the Representatives of Her Majesty’s loyal subjects, the in-
habitants of Newfoundland, in General Assembly convened, beg to

On Table,

Notice for Correspondence

on Survey of the Island.

Address of Thanks read
2n0d time,

Committee on Address of
Thanks.

Address reported with
A mendment.

Read 3rd time.
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thank your Excellency for the gracious Speech with which your Ex-

cellency has been pleased to open the present Sesgion of the Legisla-
ture.

2.—It 1s with feelings of pride and pleasure we regard fhe recent
auspicious visit ol H. R, H. the Prince of Walesto our shores—an event
that will be long cherished with fond recollection in the hearts of the
devoted and loyal people of this colony—and it is with sentiments of
the most profound affection towards His Royal Highness, that we join
vour Excellency in the fervent wish, that God’s best blessings may be
abundantly showered upon him; while at the same time we freely re-
ciprocate your Excellency’s thankfulness to our gracious Sovereign for
sanctioning his visit to these important parts of her dominions, and to
the United States of America, and hope that the happy results of that
visit may be long felt, not only by Her Majesty’s subjects, but by the
people of the neighboring Republic.

5.—In thanking your Excellency for your promise to lay before us
all the information received in reference to the distress which prevails
throughout the Colony, we beg to assure your Kxecellency that ample
provision, compatible with the means at our disposal, will be made to
meet the requirements of the present crisis.

4,—We shall be happy to co-operate with your. Excellency inm the
adoption of some efficient measure to provide for the proper distribu-
tion of Poor relief ; and, at the same time, our best endeavours shall be
used, by prudent and liberal legislation, to encourage Agriculture, and
other branches of industry calculated to improve the condition of the
people, and by that means prevent, as far as possible, their resorting to
pauper relief—the indiscriminate distribution ‘of which is so much cal-
culated to demoralize the recipients. |

5.—In common with your Excellency, we trust that the question af-
fecting the collection of the additional tax of ten per cent. on the duties
of imports into the port of St. John’s, may be settled as'speedily as its
importance will permit, and that the Colony may not be involved in
any expensive or unnecessary litigation on the subject.

6.—We regret, in common with your Exceilency, to learn that the
arrangements entered into with the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Packet
Company for the conveyance of the Mails between this Colony, the
United States, and Great Brifain, should not have given that satisfac-
tion either to the commercial body or to the people at large which was
expected.
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7.—We are gratified to find that arrangements have been made for
Steam Communication between the Outports and the Capital ; and we
feel assured that such an intercourse will tend materially to promote the

welfare and prosperity of the people of this Colony.

8.—While we concur with your Excellency in the expediency of re-
vising our Financial System, we assure your Excellency that ample
provision shall be made to meet the various requirements of the public
service ; and, at the same time, we shall feel it our duty to uphold the
principles of economy in the appropriation of the Public Revenue.

9.—In accordance with your Excellency’s desire, we shall give our
best consideration to the important question of Education,

10.—We thank your Excellency for your promise to lay before us the
several documents referred to in your Speech.

11.—While we feel particularly anxious to know the result of the ne-
gotiations which have been going on between the Governments of En-
gland and France on the all important subject of our Fisheries, we have
every confidence in the assurance contained in the Despatch of Her
Majesty’s«Colonial Minister to your Excellency’s predecessor, ¢ that
the consent of the community of Newfoundland would be required by
Her Majesty’s Government as the essential preliminary to any modifi-
cation of their territorial or maritime rights.”

12.—Without entering into detail upon the other mmatters which your
Excellency in your speech has so fully explained and recommended to
our notice, we beg to say that they shall command our best consideration,
and we trust that our united efforts may tend to promote the lasting
prosperity of the community at large.

Ordered,—'That the Address do pass. Pasaad

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and be presented to His Order to present to the
Excellency the Governor by Mr. ActingSpeaker and the Whole House.,

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Four of the Clock.
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Excellency to receive Ad-
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Petitions from Sonnd Is-
land and Merasheen.

On Table.

J. L. Prendergast takes
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Carhonear Street Aot
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Order for 2nd reading.
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Order for adjournment.) !

Notiee for Poor Relief
Returns.
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Tuesday, 11th December, 1860.

The Hon. CoroxiaL SECRETARY informed the House that he was
commanded by His Excellency the Governor to state that His Excel-
lency would receive Mr. Acting Speaker and the whole House with the
Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening
of the session, to-morrow, at one o’clock.

Mr. McGraTa presented petitions from Philip Brown 2nd others,
of Sound Island, and James Green and others, of Merasheen, which
were severally recelved and read,—Praying that measures may be adopt.
ed to relieve the destitution under which they are suffering from the
failure of the Fishery and Potato Crop.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

James L. PreNpERGEST, Esquire, returned member for the District
of Harbor Grace, haying taken and subscribed the oath required by
Law, took his seat as Member for the said District accordingly.

The Hon. Survevor GENERAL, pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed, presented a Bill to amend the Carbonear Street Act, and to make
other provisions in lieu thereof, which was read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

The Hon. SurvEvor GENERAL gave notice, that on rto-morrow he
would move the suspension of the Rules of the House in reference to the

said Bill.

Ordered,—That the House, at its rising, do adjou rn till to-morrow at
half-past 12 o’clock.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at half-past 12 of the
Clock.

Wednesday, 12t December, 1860.

Mr. WarreN gave notice, that on to-morrow he would ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary for a detailed return, to be laid betore the House, of
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all relief granted or expended from the Ist day of January last, for the
Poor in the District ot Saint John’s and the several Districts of this Is-

land, setting forth the names of recipients, amount to each, and when
granted, return of relief, &c., and how sert :

Also, to ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary to lay before the House any
petition from the ¥ ishermens’ Association, praying for a Grant of Land
for the erection of a Building in connection with their Association, and

if any action is taken thereon.

It being the hour appointed by His Excellency the Governor to re-
ceive Mr. Acting Speaker and the House with the Address of ‘Thanks
in reply to Ris Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session.

Mr. Acting Seeaxer and the House went to Government House,

and being returned,

Mr. Acting SPEAKER informed the House that when in attendance
on His Excellency the Governor, he had presented the Address of
'Thanks in reply to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Ses-
sion, and that His Excellency had replied thereto as follows :—

Mr. Speak&, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

1 have to thank you for this Address, and to express my satisfaction
at your appreciation of an event which, you say, will ¢ be long cher-
ished With fond recollection in the hearts of the devoted and loyal peo-
ple of the colony,” and I shall not fail to communicate through the Se-
eretary of State, your thankfulness to Her Majesty for sanctioning the
visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to this side of the
Atlantic, and your hope that the happy results of that visit may be long
felt, not only among Her Majesty’s subjects, but by the people of the

neighbouring Republic.

In regard to the distress which unfortumately prevails in the colony,
1 have no doubt you will receive such information as will enable you to
malke sufficient provision for the present crisis, and it will afford me
much satisfaction when you adopt some efficient measure to provide for
the future distribution of Poor Relief.

I have also to thank you for your assurance that ample means shall
be provided to meet the various requirements of the public service,
while at the same time you will ¢ feel it your duty to uphold the prin-
ciples of economy in the appropriations of the Public Revenue.”

In regard to the Fishery question, I can only repeat what I stated at
the opening of the Session, and have directed the short Despatch to

Notice of anyPetition from
Fishermens’ Association.

Mr. Speeker and House
attead His Excellency with
Address of Thanks.

Mr. Speaker reports His
Excellency’s reply to Ads
dress of Thanks.
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which I then alluded to be laid before you ; and that you may be as-
sured that when I receive any authentic information from Her Majes-
ty’s Government, on that important question, it shall be immediately
communicated to the Legislature.

‘The other matters which I brought under your notice, will, I have

.10 doubt, in due time command your best consideration.

Government House,
12th December, 1860.

Ordered,—That the said Document do lie upon the Table.

On motion of the Hon. CoroNiAL SecrETARY, seconded by the Hon.
E. D. SHEa,

Resolved,—'That the House do, on to-morrow, resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Colony to consider the fol-

lowing Resslutions :—

Whereas,—The House has learned, upon the most reliable authority,
that at this period considerable distress prevails amongst the population
in most partsof the colony—distress far beyond the ordinary extent,
and which has been occasioned by the short fishery, an extensive failure
of the crops, and the prevalence of various diseases during the present
year : And Whereas, the annual Legislative vote = for the relief of the
Poor. has been found quite insufficient to meet the extraordinarg de-
mand arising from these causes, and has already been exceeded, and it
is indispensable, in order to prevent greater suffering, that means
should be immediately provided for the support and succour of the des-
titute .

"Therefore Resolved,—That the Executive be authorized to expend
such amounts as may from time to time be shewn to be necessary for
this object, in anticipation of the annual grant which this House will in
due course place at their disposal.

Resolved,—That this Resolution be sent to the Hon. Legislative
Council for their concurrence.

Ordered,—That the Committee of the whole on the state of the Colo-
ny stand first on the order of the day for to-morrow.

Ordercd,—That the second reading of the Bill to amend the Carbo-
near Street Act stand second on the order of the day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. WinTER, seconded by Mr. W ARREN,
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] ' - Add to His Excel-
Resolved,—That the following Addresses be presented to His Excel At 6 J0s Fas

Jency the Governor :

To His Excellency Sir ALEXANDER BAN-
NERMAN, Anight, Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

MAy rr PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that your
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before the House, a Copy
of the Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, relative
to the disallowance of the Bill providing for the protection of the Her-

ring Fishery.

To His Excellency Sir ALEXANDER Ban-
NERMAN, Knight, Governor and Com-
mdnder-in - Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

Mav 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully request that your Excellency
will be pleased to cause to be laid before the House, a detailed state-
ment of the amount of the ten per cent. duties received annually at
the Custom House, in the port of St. John’s, under the St. John’s Re-
building Act ; and, also a statement of the number and amount of De-
bentures issued, the amount of interest paid, and appropriation of the
balances thereof, for the years (‘ending November 30th), 1846, 1847,
1848, 1849, 1850, I85T, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 1839,
and 1860, and of the amounts added to the Consolidated Debt of the
Colony, during each of the said years, under the said Act.

Ordered,—That the said Addresses be engrossed, and presented to

His Excellency the Governor by such Members of this House as are of
the Hon. Executive Council.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Four of the Clock.

Thursday, 13th December, 1860.

Mr. ExcrLisH presented a petition from John S. Croix and others, of Petition from Placentia
St. Mary’s, River Head, Mall Bay, and other localities in St. Mary’s 2 5t Mo,
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Bay, which was received and read,—Praying that relief may be afforded
them in the present distress under which they are laboring from the
failure of the Fisheries and Potato Crop.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the I'able.

The Hon. CoronNiarL Secrerary, by command of His Excellency
the Governor, presented to the House the following Correspondence
on the subject of the state of the Poor in the Island at this time.

(For which, see Appendiz.)

Ordered,—That the said Documents be referred to the Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Colony.

Pursuant to Order of the Day, the House resolved itself inte a Com-
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Colony.

Mr. SeeAkEgR left the Chair.
Mr. Casey took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpeakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had con-
sidered the business to them referred, and had come to certain Resolu-
tions thereon, which they had directed him to report to the House ; and
he handed the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table, where they were
read, as follows :

Whereas, the House has learned, on the most reliable authority, that
at this period considerable distress prevails amongst the population in
most partseofthe Colony—distress far beyond the ordinary extent, and
which has been occasioned by a short fishery, an extensive failure ot the
crops, and the prevalence of various diseases during the present year :
And whereas, the annual legislative provision for the relief of the poor
has been found quite insufficient to meet the extraordinary demand aris-
ing from these causes, and has already been exceeded, end it is indis-
pensable, in order to prevent greater suffering, that means should be
provided for the support and succour of the destitute :

Therefore Resolved,-—That the Executive be authorized to expend
such amounts as may from time fo time be shewn to them to be neces-
sary for this object, in anticipation of the annual grant which this House
will in due course place at their disposal.

Resolved,—That this Resolution be sent to the Hon, the Legislative
Couneil for their concurrence.
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On motion that the Resolutions be adopted, the House divided,when

there appeared :

For the Motion, 13

Hon.

i

ié

£

48

Mr.

i

AL

&t

L1

ak

So it passed in the affirmative ; and,

Colonial Secretary
Receiver General
Surveyor General
Attorney General
E. D. Shea
Barron

MecGrath

English

Dwyer
Prendergast
Kavanagh
Nowlan

Furey

Ordered,—Accordingly.

“Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Four of the Clock.

Mr. Kavavacs presented a petition from Robert and Francis Win-
ton, Editors of the St, John’s Daily News,—Praying that they may be
appointed daily publishers of the Debates of the present Session in that

Friday, 14th December, 1869,

Newspaper.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the "I'able.

Mr. Hovies presented a petition from John Munn and others, of
Harbor Grace, which was received and read, setting forth—

That at the late Election for one member to serve in the present Le-
gis]ative Assembly of this Island, Mr. Thomas Higgins was duly put
in nomination as a candidate to serve in the said Assembly for the Dis-

trict ot Harbor Grace.

Against the Motion, 8 :
Mr.

(14

i

ki

£i

(11

g

(11

-

Warren
March
Bemister
Whiteway
Winter
Rendell
Knight

C arter

Divisiea.

Resclutions adopted.

Petition from Proprietors
of Daily News.

On Table,

Petition against return of
J. L. Prendergast,
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That the said Election was to be holden in pursuance of a Proclama-
tion at Harbor Grace within the said District, the day of nominatiom
being the first day of November instant.

That on that day James 1.. Prendergast, Esq., the candidate opposed
to the said Thomas Higgins, was certified by the Returning Officer, R.
J. Pinsent, Esq., to have been duly elected a member of the said As-
sembly for the said District.

That the return of the said James L. Prendergast was obtained by
illegal and outrageous means, and his election was illegal and void and
eught to be set aside by your Honorable House for the reasons herein-
after stated.

That on the day of nomination, and for some time previous thereto,
there was a system of menace, violence and outrage, acted upon and or-
ganized by the said James L. Prendergast and his supporters, for the
purpose of intimidating the Electors of the said District of Harbor
Grace.

That several of the friends and supporters of the said Thomas Hig-
gins were also beaten and ill-used.

That on the day of nomination, and on the night previous thereto,
the partizans and supporters ol the said James L. Prendergast, to the
number of about two hundred, attacked the houses of several friends

and supporters of the said Thomas Higgins, and with stones and other

missiles, destroyed their windows, and did much other damage, for the
purpose of intimidating the said Thomas Higgins, and to prevent him
from coming forward as a candidate.

That on the day of nomination, at about the hour of eleven o’clock,
a.m., a large mob, consisting of the partizans and supporters of the said
James L. Prendergast, went to the house of the said Thomas Higgins,
and there, by their fearful threats, menace and violence, forcibly com-
pelled the said Thomas Higgins to resign.

That on the said morning, the said mob, organised and commanded
by the said James L. Prendergast, had, with stones and other missiles,
destroyed the windows of several of the friends of the said Thomas
Higgins, and beaten and ill-used others.

Petitioners, therefore, humbly submit that the forced resignation of
the said Thomas Higgins was, under such circumstances, void and of
no effect, and they humbly pray that your Honorable House will be
pleased to take these circumstances into your gravest consideration,

- e
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and t

and give your petitioners such

Iouse in its wisdom shall deem meet.

And your petitioners will ever pray.

John Munn
Edward Pike

William H. Ridley

William Squarey

George C. Rutherford Edward Whiteway

Andrew Rutherford
John P. Jillard
Archibald Munn
William Curtis
Nicholas Payne
tharles Martin
(George Brown
John B. Parsons
John Williams
Charles Parsons
George Howell
Samuel Gordon
Joseph Godden
J. R. Fisher
John Stowe

~ Elias Rogers
John Curtis
John Picot

Ebenezar Parsons
Samuel Gordon
Richard Anderson
James Parsons
George Sheppard
George Heator
Timothy Pike
John Colleall
Samuel Elliot
Stephen Patits

J. Munn

Charles Snow
Robert Snow
Joseph Martin

o declare that the said James L. Prendergast was not duly elected,
reliet 1n the premises as your Honorable

Francis Ash

H. T. Moore

Wi illiam Parsons
John Parsons
John Herald
Edgar Adams
Charles Pike
William Newell
George Pike
Matthew Stevenson
George Brown
Ricliard Stowe
Charles French
Joseph Anthony
Christopher Pike
William Kennedy
William Sheppard

George Lee Whiting James Ash

Nathaniel Nicholas
John Parsons
William Brown

William Baggs

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HovLes gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move that the
House do appoint the 21st day of January next, at 4 o’clock, p. m., for
taking into consideration the petition of John Munn and others,

against the return of James L. Prendergast, Esq., to be Member of this
House for Harbor Grace.

Pursuant to Order of the Day, the Bill to amend the Carbonear
Street Act was read a second time.

Ordered,—That the House do, on to-morrow, resolve itself intoa
Committee of the Whole upon the said Bill.

The Hon. CovroNiaL SecrETARrYy, by command of His Excellency
the Governor, presented to the House the draft of a Bill to provide for

the organization of a Volunteer Force for the defence of Newfound-
land, which, on leave granted, was read a first time. i

On Table.

Notice to appoint time to
consider Petition against
J. L. Prendergast.

Carbonear Street Act read
2nd time,

Order for committal.

Volunteer Rifle Company
Bill read 1st time.
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Order for enquiry into Pe-
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Oider for adjournment.

24 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Ordered,—7That the Bill be read a second time on the 12th February
next.

The Hon. CoLon1aL SecrETARY gave notice, that on to-morrow he

will move that the House, at its rising, do adjourn till the 21st January
next.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrew at Four of the Clock.

Saturday, 15th December, 1860,

A Message from the Legislative Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to the [Legislative Council brought down
the following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,~

The Legislative Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they
concur in and have passed the Resolutions of the Assembly ofthe 14th
December instant, sent up for the concurrence of the Council on the -
subject of making provision for the relief of the Poor.

LAWRENCE O’BRIEN,

President.

Legislative Council
15th December, 1860.

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. HovLEs, seconded by Mr. WriTEWAY, .

Resolved,—That the House do appoint. the 25th day of January next
for taking into consideration the petition of John Munu and others,
against the refurn of James L. Prendergast, Esq., to be Member of this
House for Harbor Grace.

Ordered,—That the House, at its rising, do adjourn till the 21st day
of January next. -
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The Hon. Covroviar SecreTARY, by command of His Excellency
the Governor, presented to the House the following Documents

Letter from M. J. Kelly, Inspector of R. C. Schools, in reference to
the R. C. School at Bay-de-Verds:

Copy of Contract for conveyance of Mails, per steamer Victoria, to
the Northward and Westward of this Colony :

Correspondence on the subject of ground for the erection of a Hall
by the Fishermens’ Association :

Reply of His Excellency the Governor to the Address of the Assem-
bly, praying for a Return of Duties collected under the St. John’s Re-
Building Act, &e. :

Reply of His Excellency to the Address of the Assembly, praying
for Copy of Despatch from Secretary of State on the disallowance of
the Act for the protection of the Herring Fishery :

Despatch from Sir C. Wood, relative to the Fishery Convention with
France:

Memorial from Chamber of Commerce, of St. John’s, to His Excel-
lency the Governor, relative to the ten per cent. duties under the St.

John’s Rﬂi—ﬁuﬂaing Act:
Letter from Secretary of State relative to providing a salary

for a Shipping Master at the Port of St. John’s, and enclosing Letter

- "

from Board of Trade on the same subject :

Letter from the Secretary of State on the subject of Fog Guns at Fart
Amherst ;

1.:-' l-'ﬁsspatc}l ,f'rom S'ﬂcrﬂtary of State in reply to Address of Assembly
on the subject of ljutie;‘ levied on Fish in Spain and Portugal :

ﬁh&esﬁonﬂbnne relative to Atlantic Steam Navigationn Company
with the Tmperial Government.

(For which, see Appendix.)

Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the ‘T'able.

The Hon. Recerver GENERAL, by command of His Excellency the
Governor, presented to the House the following Documents :— :

Retiirn of Duties under the St. John’s Re-buildin t,
I DI DUtic e St. - g Act, from the
Year 1847 to 8th December, 1850 : 2§

Documents from His Ex-
cellency the Governor.

- On Table,



On Table:

Messages frgm His Excel-
lency the Governor.
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Statement of expenditure under the St. John’s Re-bailding Act from
the years 1846 to 1859 :

Statement of Interest paid on Debentures under the St. John’s Re-
building Act to 8th December, 1860 :

Statement of Debentures issued under the St. John’s Re-building
Act to 8th December, 1860,

(For which, see Appendiz.)
Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till Monday the 21st day of January next,
at Four of the Clock.

Monday, 21st January, 1360,

The Hon. CovLoviaL SEcreTARY presented to the House, by com-
mand of His Excellency the Governor, two written Messages from His
Excellency the Governor, signed by His Fixcellency.

The said Messages were read by the Speaker, all the Members being
uncovered, and are as follows :—

A. BANNERMAN, Governor.

Referring to the observations which the Governor made relative to
Direct Steam Communication, and the Subsidy to be paid to the Gal-
way Company, he Fas now to lay before the House of Assembly De-
spatches from the Secretary of State, with enclosures from the Post-
Master General, forwarded by His Grace, and received. by the last
Mail.

Government House, |
21st January, 1861. }

A.BANNERMAN, Governor.

At the commencement of the Session, the Governor made some ob-
servations relative to the inefficiency of the Police Force, to which he
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bogs to refer the House of Assembly ; and, since their adjournment,
<imilar remonstrances have been made to him, and he considers it to be
azain his duty to bring this important subject under the consideration
of the Legislature.

Very recently an application was made to the Governor by the wife
of a person named Patrick Kenny, to investigate the sentence of the
Police Magistrates on her husband, for a most aggravated assault on a
brother tradesman.

The Governor,on receiving this application, did as he always does,
referred it for the report of the proper authorities, and he sends here-
with the copy of the Police Magistrates’ report and depositions, and
the Governor’s letter to these gentlemen relative to Kenny’s case, and
the reply of Messrs. Carter and Bennett, Stipendiary Magistrates, rela-
tive to the inefliciency of the Police.

It appears that the brutal assault to which the Governor refers, oc-
curred in consequence of two tradesmen having quarrelled in drinking
and playing cards in a house which the Governor believes (‘as far as he
¢in discover), is an unlicensed one ; and, he believes that by the 13th
Vie., Cap. 9, the Magistrates have the power, as they ought to have,
to grant liceases, and ‘to regulate the conduct of those who may obtain
them ; but, without a sufficient police force to carry the law into effect,
the Magistrates are powerless; and, it is with great regret that the

Governor believes that crimes against the peace of society are greatly
on the increase. '

The Governor is of epinion that cases coming before the Police Ma-

gistrates ought to get publicity as they do everywhere else ; and which
he believes would be attended with a salutary effect.

He regrets to say that since the adjournment of the House, an unfor-
funate individual has been murdered at Bay Roberts, by persons un-
known, and a very serious 2ssault has been made on an individual nam-
ed Moore, at. Harbor Grace. Investigations have been made by the
Attorney General in both cases, but without effect.

- It appears'that these heinous offences were committed by persons de-
signated ‘ munmners,” and who have been, and are well known to pa-
rade the streets of St. John’s, and the other towns of Newfoundland, at
a particular season of the year, for holiday-recreation ; and being con-
tented to appear as Christmas ¢ fools”’ as they call themselves.

The Governor would be sorry to see the Legislature interfere with
any innocent recreation which the people may wish to indulge in ; but,
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Statement of Special Poor
Relief.
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Petition from Broad Cove.
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Petition _frnm Fishermens’
Association.
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Notice of Address on Peti-
tion of Fishermens® Associ-
stion.
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it is-hisdecided opinion that the Legislature ought to interfere to prevent
these *“ mummers,” * fools,” or whatever they may be called, from ap-
pearing in disguise, with their faces covered, and thus giving some of
them an opportunity of committing some heinous offence, and thereby
escaping detection.

The documents which the Governor considers it his duty at the pre-
sent time to send, for the perusal and consideration of the House of As-
sembly are,—

Ist—Copy letter to the Colonial Secretary dated 5th January, 1861.

2nd—Complaint of Daniel Lamay.

3rd—Police Magistrates’ report ta Governor on case of Patrick
Kenny.

4th—Letter of Governor to Police Magistrates ; and,
sth—Magistrates’ reply to the Governor,

Government House,
21st January, 1861. §

Ordered,—That the said Messages do lie upon the Table,
(For Documents accompanying, see Appendix.)

He also, by like command, presented to the House a statement of
Special Relief sent to Outports to this date,

(For which, see Appendiz.)
Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Casey presented a petition from Benjamin Squires and others,
of Broad Cove, which was received and read.—Praying for a grant to
make. a road from the Stages there to the St. John’s main line.

Ordered— That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

The Hon. E. D. Ssea presented a petition from Charles Power,
President, and:'T. Hallern, Vice-President of the Fishermens’ Associa-
tion, which was received and read.—Praying for a grant of ground upon
which they can build a Hall for the purposes of the Society.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

The Hon. E. D. SgEA gave notice, that on to-morrow he would move
an Address to His Excellency the Governor on the subject of the peti-
tion ot the Fishermens’ Association, |
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~ Mr. F. B. CartTER gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move an
Address to the Governor, to direct to be laid before this House by the
Financial Secretary, a general statement -of the amounts certified by
him for payment on accouut of the different public services for the year,
and for a return of all monies paid by him up to this time, as follows :
Name of person to whom paid, service, under what account, or by what
authority, amount, total currency, distinguishing each particular services
with amounts granted therefor, and if the excess thereof, the cause

thereof.

 Mr. NoOWLAN ghve notice, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon.
* Colonial Seeretary to lay on the table of the House, a detailed statement
of the amount of Poor Relief expended in the District of Harbor Main
for the year 1860, with the names of those persons who received the
money for the Poor ; and, also, the total amount received by each op-

posite their respective names :

Also, that on Wednes'day next, he will move the House into Commit-
tee of the whole, to take into consideration an advertisement recently
published b’y,ihe' Government to regulate the distribution of Poor Re-

lief.

Mr, WinTER gave notice, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary today before the House a Copy of the Despatch from
the Secretary of State (No. 17, 12th April, 1859), relative to the disal-

~IMGEIR EICGS atn JGUL AT - Y -
lowance of the Herring Fishery Protection Bill :

Also, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary to
lay before the House Copies of the Minutes of Council, approving of
the Estimates of the Commissioners, and the directions of the Governor
and Counecil, in accordance with the Srd Section of the Harbor Grace
Street Act, 21 Vic., Cap. 3, with the original Estimates and Vouchers
for the expenditure thereunder ; also, the number of the Warrants,
with their dates, amounts, and names of the parties in whose favor is-
sued, in the years 1858 and 1859 :

Also, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary to
lay before the House a statement of the number and amount of Deben-
tures, with the rates and amounts of interest annually payable thereon,
issued prior to and repayable after the 29th May, 1855, also shewing
the Acts under which they were issued, and the years in which they
respectively become re-payable, the amounts since re-paid or consoli-

dated, and the rates and amount of interest paid therefor in each year
up to the 21st Dec., 1860.

Mr. W.mﬁ_nw gave notice, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary o cguse a detailed statement to be laid before the

Notices of Address for Re-
turns from the Financial
Secretary,

Notice for Return of Poor
Relief in District Harbor
Maine.

Notice for Committee of
fhe Whole.

Notice for Despatoh rela-
tive to Herring Fishery
Bill.

Notice for Returns under
Harbor Grace Street Act.

Notice for Returns of Con
solidated Debentures, &c.

Notice for Returns of Em-
igration expenses.
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House of the amount granted towards the encouragement of Emigration
to this Colony, setting forth the various amounts expended, to whom
paid, number of emigrants imported, and by whom, by what conveyance,
or name of ship, amounts paid for each emigrant, and incidental ex-
penses, 1f any :

Also, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon. Colonial Secretary to
cause to be laid before the House a return setting forth the number and
duties of the meetings held by the Board of Revenue, from the 10th
May, 1855, to the 31st December, 1860, naming the members attending
each meeting, with the minutes thereof ; also, a return of the number
and amounts of seizures made, and of fines, &c., levied and received,
and how disposed of, and a detailed statement of expﬁdlture of said
Board for each year:

Also, that on to-morrow he will ask the Chairman of the Board of
Works to lay before the House a detailed statement. of expenditure un-
der the control of that Board, shewing the Legislative amounts granted
for each service, and the aniounts expended for each, and to whom pay-
ments were made, and the vouchers for same for the years 1859 end
1860 ; also, for the same period, a detailed statement of all accounts
opened in the Books (or entered into) of the Board of Works ; also, a
return of the numbers of all meeting held by that’ body, together with
tne names of its members atténding each meeting, for all communica-
tions addressed to the Board and answers thereto, for all tenders tor con-
tracts, &c., entered into and by whom and for whom, and names of se-
curities for the tulfilment of the same and the amount thereof.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Four of the Clock,

Tuesday, 22nd January, 1860.

A. Suea, Esq., Speaker; took the Chair at Four of the Clock.

Mr. WiNTER gave notice, that on. to-morrow he will ask the Hon.
Colonial Secretary to lay before the House a statement of the total
amount of money raised by loan on the credit of the Colony by the
present government, the number and amounts of Debentures' issued
therefor, with the rates and amount ot interest annually paid'thereon,
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thie amounts paid annually as a Sinking Fund, and the actual amﬂut-lt
annually received at the Custom-house to be applied under the provi-
sions of the St, John’s Re-building: Act, and the total amount of the
Revenue received annually exclusive of the ten per cent. tax raised and
levied under the provisions of the St. John’s Re-building Act, during
the: years commencing the 29th May, 1855, and ending 31st December,

1860.

Pursuant to order of the Day, the House resolved itself into Commit-
toe of the Whole upon the Bill to amend the Carbonear Street Act.

~ Mir. SPEAKER left the Chair..
Mr. Barrox took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaxer resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed

the Bill to them referred, with some amendments, which they had di-
rected him to report to the House ; and' he handed the Bill and Amend-
ments in at the Clerk’s Table. |

~ And the said Amendments having been read a first and second
time, were, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the House.

Ordered,—That the Bill, as.amended, be engrossed, and read. a third

time to-morrow.
On motion of the Hon. E. D. Suxa, seconded by Mr. Bagrrow,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor :

Committee on Carboneae
Btreet Act, .

Reported with Amend-
ments.

To. His Excellency Sir ALEXANDER BAN- Address to Guvernor fo.

NERMAN, Rnight, Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

May 17 PrEASE Your EXcELLENCY,~—

The House of Assembly having had under consideration the a¢com-
panying memorial and documents of the Fishermens’ Society, respect-
ing the grant of a site of vacant land situate on the east side of Queen-
street, St. John’s, and heldiat present by Mr. Kenneth McLea under

lease from the Crown, on which piece of land to erect a Hall for the.

purposes of the said Society —respectfully beg leave to - recommend the
prayer of the memorial to your Excellency’s fayvourable consideration
"pon the surrender of his lease to the government by Mr. McLea.

graut of ground for Fish-
ermens’ Association.
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Ordered,—T'hat the said Address be engrossed, and presented to
His Excellency the Governor by such Members of this House as are of
the Hon. Executive Council.

On motion of Mr. F. B. CArTER, seconded by Mr. Warrex.

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor :

To His Ercellency Sir Arexanper Bax-
NERMAN, Knight, Governor and Com-

mander-in- Chief in and over the Islapd
of Newfoundland and ils Dependencies.

May 17 PLEASE Your ExcELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that your
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be prepared by the Financial
Secretary, and laid before this House, a general statement of the
amounts certified by him as paid on account of the different pubhe ser-
vices for the year 1860, and for all monies paid up to the time of such

- returns, which are to be prepared as follows : —The name of person to

Rules for distribution of
FPoor Relief.

On Tabla

Norice of Reaolutions on
Poor Relief.

whom paid,service, under what act, or by what authority, amount, total
currency.

House of Assembly,
22nd January, lﬁﬂl.;

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor by such Members of this House as are of the
Hon. Executive Council.

The Hou. CoroNiaL SEcrETARY, by command of His Excellency
the Governor, presented to the House Copy of Rules adopted for the
dlstribution of Poor Relief.

(Fgr which, see Appendiz.)
Ordered,—That the said Document do lie upon the T'able.

Mr. NowrLan gave notice, that in Committee of the Whole House
to-morrow, he will moyve the adoption of the following Resolutions :—

Resolved,—That the conditions contained in an advertisement recent-
ly published in the name of Poor Commissioners to regulate the mode
by which relief is to be obtained, are unjust and inapplicable 1o the
circumstances of the Colony, and would operate as a practical denial of
the just claims of the Poor in many cases.




OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 33

Resolved,—That in the absence of any well-defined system of Poor
Relief, this House considers it necessary to record its opiuion, that in
all practicable cases the able-bodied Poor should be relieved, by em-
ploying them on the roads in due season ; and further, that any regu-
lations made on the subject of Poor Relief should not ignore the just
influence of the Representatives of the people, who are the constitu-
tional and responsible guardians of the public weltare.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Four of the Clock.

Ide'sday, 23rd January, 1861.

The Hon. CoLoNiaL SECRETARY gave notice, that in Committee of
the Whole upon Mr. Nowlan’s Resolutions on the system of Poor Re-
lief, he will move in amendment,

Resolved,—That the mode hitherto practised for the relief of the sick
and destitute poor required revision, and we consider the slightly
stringent regulations lately adopted by the Executive, a step in the
right direction.

Resolved,—That indiseriminate relief of the able-bodied Poor de-
stroys their self-reliance, and 'has'a tendency to demoralize them, and
that it is a vicious principle on the part of the Legislature to acknow-
ledge its permanent éxistence ; but that in -excéptional eases where,
from casualties growing out of the failure of the fisheries or crops, dis-
tress prevails, it is the duty of the Legislature to provide means of re-
lief by employment on the roads, or ather useful occupation.

Resolved,—That between the duties of the Executive and the Re-
presentatives of the people, under a Responsible form of Government,
there is a well-defined constitutional distinction. The Representatives
are the guardians of the public purse. It is their province, in the first
instance, to appropriate all public monies, and it is the business of the
Executive, wha hold their position by the votes of a majority of the
R epresentatives,. to.see that money appropriations are faithfully applied
to the purposes intended.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Four of the Clock.

Notice of TResslutions in
amendment of Resoluticns
on Poor Relief.
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Thursday, 24th January, 1861.

:
Documents from His Ex- The Hon. Covroxiar Srorerary, by command of His Excellency

1l the Gov . .
ST AR SRIERS the Governor, presented to the House the following Documents :—

Despatch from Secretary ot State, No. 17, 12th April, 1859, on the
subject of the disallowance of the Herring Fishery Act:

|
Copy of Commission of Mr. Johnston Burrows as Clerk and Tide-
waiter at Harbor Grace J

Letter from Dr. Shea of 17th January, 1861, on the subject of relief
to able-bodied Poor in Trinity and Conception Bays, in 1855, 1856 and
1857 : . '

Statement of account Sales of Cattle nn account of the Lunatic Asy-
lum for the year 1859:

(For which, see Appendiz.)
On Table. Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the I'able.
Mr. NowrLAN niuved, seconded by Mr. B.&:RRUH, pursuant to notice,

That the House do resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to
- take into consideration an advertisementrecently published by the gov-
ernment to regulate the distribution of Poor Relief.

. Mr. PrexpERGAST moved, seconded by the Hon. Receiver GENE-
RAL,

That the House do adjourn.

House ajourned by Mr. And Mr Speaker adjourned the House till to-morrow at Four of the
pesaken. ~ gw
Clock.

Friday, 25th January, 1861.

Time sppointed to con- Mr. SpeakEeR took the Chair at Four of the Clm:k, which bEiﬂg the

sider Petition against J.

L. Prendergast, hour appointed by the House for taking into consideration the petition
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of John Munn and others, against the return

to be Member of this House for Harbor Grace.

of J. L. Prendergast, Esq.,

The names of Members present were called over by the Clerk, when

there appeared :—

Hon. Colonial Secretary Myr. Warren
« TReceiver General ««  March
« Surveyor General ¢« PBemister
¢« Attorney General « Whiteway
« E.D.Shea « Winter
¢« Rogerson «« R, Carter

Mr. Barron “ Rendell

v« Dwyer «“ Knight
« Prendergast « TF. Carter
« Kavanagh “  Walbank
« Kurey “ Hoyles

.

i And theré being not less than twenty Members present,

Mr. Hovies moved, seconded by Mr. F. CArTER, pursuant to order

-.{_; #@wﬁhﬁm% dgfnp_poillt'-th& 25th day of January, at 4 o’clock,

p.m., for taking into consideration the petition of John Munn and

others, against the return of James L. Prendergast, Esq., to be Member
for Harbor Grace.

W hereupon,

The Hon. CoroNiaL SecreTARY moved in amendment, seconded by
the Hon. ArTorNEY GENERAL,

That the House do a(ijnurn in order to afford the Speaker an oppor-
tunity ¢ to notify in writing all parties concerned, or their agents, of
the necessity of their attendance at the Bar of the House at the time
appointed,” for taking into consideration the petition of John Munn
and others, of Harbor Grace, against the return of James L. Frender-
gast, Esq., of that Distriet, and that another day and hour be set down
by the parties petitioning for the hearing of the case.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :

Names of Members called
OYer.

Motion to take into con--
sideration Petition against
return of J. L. Prender-.
gast.



Division,

Amendment negatived.

Motion affirmed.

Doore locked, and Mem-

bers ballotted for.

Names drawn.

Nominees appointed.

Doors unlocked.
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For the Amendment, 9:; Against the JAmendment, 13 :
Hon. Colonial Secretary " Mr. Hoyles
¢« Receiver General «“ F. B. Carter
“« Surveyor General « R, Carter
«“ E.D. Shea ¢« March
« J.J. Rogerson « Rendell
Mr. Prendergast ¢ Whiteway
“ Furey “ Walbank
. Hwyer ‘““  Winter
‘“« Kavanagh “  Kuight
¢ Bemister
‘“ Warren
«“ Barron
¢« Nowlan

So it passed in the negative.

And the questionon the original motion being then put, it passed in
the affirmative ; and '

Ordered,—Accordingly. :
The doors being locked,

The names of the Members present, written upon pieces of paper,
excepting the name of J. L. Prendergast, Ksq., Member for Harbor
Grace, were placed by the Clerk in two ballot boxes, and the first ele-
ven names alternately drawn from each box werehanded by him to the
Speaker, who informed the House that the following were the first

eleven names drawn :—

Mr. Whiteway Hon. E. D. Shea
««  Knight - ¢  Receiver General
Hon. Mr. Rogerson - Mr. F. Carter
¢« Attorney General -« Nowlan
Mr. Barron “ Warren
¢« Furey. |
'The Hon.§Colonial Secretary, being named by James L. Prendegast,

Esq., as his Nominee, and Stephen Rendell, Esq., being named as
Nominee for the petitioners,

The doors were thén unlocked,

When the Clerk delivered to the Petitioners’ Agent and the sitting
member, Mr. Prendergast, separate lists of the Committee balloted for.
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I'he Clerk of Assembly, accompanied by the Committee, the agent
for Petitioners,"and the sitting Member, retired to the Committee Room,

and being returned,

The Clerk handed in to the Speaker the list of names remaining after
the agent for the petitioners and sitting Member had each stricken off
three names from the Committee. as originally balloted, which list is as

follows :—

Mr. Knight, Hon. J. J. Rogerson,
*« Barron, “ E. D. Shea.
¢ Nowlan.

The said Members and Nominees were then sworn by the Clerk,well
and truly, to try the matters of the petition referred to them, _and true

judgment give according to the evidence.

Ordered,—That the foregoing Members, including the nominees, Mr.
Rendell and Hon. Colonial Secretary, do form the Committee to take
into consideration the petition of John- Munn and others, against the
return of J. L. Prendergast, Eisq., to be Member of this House for Har-
bor Grace.

The Hon. Arrorvey GENERAL gave notice, that on to-morrow he
will move a protest against the proceedings had this day on the matter
of the Harbor Grace Election, they being contrary to law.

On motion of the Hon CoroniaL SecreTary, seconded by Mr
HovLEs.

Resolved,—That this House, from respect to the memory of the late

Hon. Philip Duggan, do adjourn till Monday next, at Four of the Clock
and that the House do attend his funeral.

?

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Four of the Clock.

Monday, 29th January, 1860.

-

Members of Committes
sworn.

Committee to try Petition

Notice of Protest.

Order for adjournment
from respect to memory of

late P, Duggan,

Mr. DwyEr presented a petition from John Lester and others, of Road Petition from Pearl

Pearl Town, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to re-

Town,



On Table.

Road Petitions from Car-
Lonear,

On Table]

Road Petition from Burin
district.

On Table.

Notice for Committee of
the Whoie on FisheryCon-
vention,

Notice for Seal Fishery
Bill,

School Petition from Flat
1slands.

On Table.
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pair the Bridge at the South River, between the old Bay Bulls ang

Placentia Roads.
o
Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

The Hon. Survevor GeNEraL presented petitions from John Young
and others, of Carbonear, and from Peter Brien and others, of same
place, which were severally received and read,—Praying for road grants
in that district.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HovrLes presented a petition from Richard Falle and others, of
Burin, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to open a
road from Mortier Bay te the head of Burin Bay.

Ordered,—'That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. BarroN gave notice, that on to.morrow he will move the House
into Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration the position of
the Colony regarding the Convention between (zreat Britain and France
on the subject of the Newfoundland Fisheries—the transmission of which
to this Colony has been so long delayed—and to adopt such measures as:
may seem necessary in relation ot the subject.

Hon. Mr. Rocerson gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move for,
the appointment of a Select Committee to take evidence on the present.
method of killing Seals, for the purpose of panning or bulking them, and.
to define general qules for such emergencies. -

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Four of the Clock.

Tuesday, 30th January, 1860.

The Hon. Mr. Rocrrsox presented a petition from William Hard-
ing and others, of Flat Islands, which was received and read,—Praying
for a grant to enable them to erect a more commodious school-house
there. ' |

Ordered,—'That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.
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1hi bonesr Bircet Apt paki
Pursuant to Order of the Day, tha: Bﬂf to amend the Carbonear g:;_‘; Bircet Act yend
Street Act, as engrossed); was read a third time.

Ordered,—That the Bill do pass, and be entitled an ¢ Act to repeal
the Carbonear Street Act,” and to make other provisions in lieu thereof.

Oydered,—That the Hon. Surveyor General and Mr. Barron, do take Passed, tnied, and sent
" " . " . 'L
the Bill to the Hon. Legislative Council, and desire their concurrence. ™

On motion ot Mr. BArrow, seconded by Mr. ExerisH,; pursuant to

notice,
. -

RESﬂf’ﬂEd,—That the House do now resolve itself into Committee of Cnmmitteen_nl:’rench Fish-

the Whole to take into consideration the position of the Colony regard- o
| ing the Convention between Great Britain and France, on the subject

of the Newfoundland Fisheries —the transmission of which to this Col-
ony has been so long delayed—and to adopt such measures as may seem

necessary in relation to the subject.
~And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accurdi_ngly.
| -: Mr SPEAEEII. left the Chmr |
Mr. Dwyer took the Chair of the Committee.
| Mi' Sfminm_& resumed the Chair. -

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had come to Resolotion: report ods
certain Resolutions on the business to them referred, which theyhad di-
rected him to report to the House ; and he handed the Resolutions in at
the Clerk’s Table, where they were'read as follows :

Resolved,—That the House has heard with surprise and alarm that
the Copvention m course of negociation between Great Britain and
France, on the subject of the Newfoundland Fisheries, is not to be sub-
mitted for the assent of the people of this Colony.

. Resolved,—That such a procedure on the part of Her Majesty’s Gov-

. ernment would be a violation of the pledge given by M. Labouchere,

in his Despatch dated 20th March, 1857, in ﬁvhich it is declared that

the * consent of the people of Newfoundland is regarded by Her Ma-

~Jesty’s Government as the essential preliminary to any modification of
* their maratime or territorial rights.”’

Resolved,—'That this pledge which has been aptly styled the Colonial
“Magna Charta cannot be withdrawn without a breach of faith on the
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part of the British Government towards all the B N. A. Colonies, and
weuld necessarily awaken a strong feeling of indignation in the breasts
of those communities of loyal British subjects.

Resolved,~—That we most firmly and earnestly pray the Imperial gov-
ernment not to disturb the sacred right of the Colonists in the matter
in' question, for- apart from the injustice, we should deeply regret the
stain it would inflict on the honor of the Imperial name.

Resolved,—That an Address embodying the foregoing Resolutions be
prepared and forthwith transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government, and
that copies be sent to the Legislatures of Qanada, Nova Scotia, New
Branswick, and P. E. Island, for their information.

~ Resolved,—That if [it should seem necessary, this question should be
brought before the House of Commons, in order that no means shall be
left untried for the vindication of our Colonial rights.

Urdered,—That the said Resolutions be adopted.

Mr. Barron, in accordance with the foregoing Resolutions, present-
ed to the House the draft of an Address to the Right Hon. Her Majes-
ty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies; which he handed in
at the Clerk’s Table, where it was read as follows :—

To His Grace the Duke or NEwcASTLE,
tler Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

Mayx rr rLEASE Your GracE,—

The House of Assembly of Newfoundland have heard with surprise
and alarm that the Convention, now in course of negociation between
Great Britain and France on the subject of the Newfoundland fisheries,
is not to be submitted for the assent of the people of this Colony.

Such a precedence on the part” of Her Majesty’s government would
be a violation of their pledge given by Mr. Secretary Labouchere in his
D’es'pa'tch' to Governor Darling of March 26, 1857, in which it is declar-
ed * that the consent of the community of Newfoundland is regarded
by Her Majesty’s govérnment as an essential preliminary to any modifi-
cation of their maritime ot territorial rights.”’

A copy of the Despﬁtﬁh was fransmitted at the time to the several

North American Provinces, where it was received with much satisfac-

tion. Tt has since heen’ regarded as' the Colonial Magna Charta, and
your ‘Grace niust well kiiow that the' withdrawal of such a pledge ffom
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the loyal British subjects who form the communities of B. N. America,
-would necessarily create a deep sense of injustice in the breasts of those

made to experience this unexpected wrong.

We most earnestly and firmly trust that the Imperial Government
will not confirm the reported disturbance of the sacred right of the Bri-
tish North American Colonists in this most important question. 'The
abolition of this pledge would not only be in itself an act most perilous
to the future welfare of the Colonies, but would inflict a stain on the
honor of the Imperial name, which, as British subjects, interested in all

that concerns the glory of the Empire, we should deeply regret.

Newfoundland,

House of Assembly, .g
29th January, 1861.

Ordered,—That the Address be adopted and engrossed.

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excel-
iency the Governor :

To His Excellency Sir ALexaNpErR Bax-
NERMAN, Knight, Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief in. and over the Island
of Nemfoundland, and its Dependencies.

May 17 PLEASE YoUR ExcELLENCY,—

‘The House of Assembly have passed the accompanying Address to

the Right Hon. Her Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies, which they respectfully request your Excellency will be
pleased to transmit by the present mail.

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor. |

To His Excellency Sir ALEXANDER Bax-
NERMAN, Knight, Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief in and over the Fslund

. of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

May 1t rrEAsE Your ExcELLENCY, —

. I]]f‘hla-. House of Assembly respectfully request that your Excellency

:?1 be pleasedi to cause to ble laid before the House, Copies of all Cor-

;?ondenue with Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of French
¢lalms of fishery on the Newfoundland Coast.

Addresses to His Execel-
lency the Governor.
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Ordered,—That the said Addresses be engrossed, and presented to His
Exceliency the Governor by such Members of this House as are of the

Hon. Executive Counecil.

Order for adjournment, - Order Ed,"—ThElt the House, at its rising, do H.dj{llll‘ll till Tuesday
next.

Theu the House adjourned till Tuesday next at Four of the Clock.

Tuesday, oth Fcbruary, 1861.

Ambrose Shea, Esquire,  Lhe Clerk informed the Members of Assembly present that he was
Speakenunable to take the  jystryeted by Ambrose Shea, Ksq., Speaker of the House, to state that,

Chair,
owing to indisposition, he was unable to attend the House.

Whereupon,

Noice for appointment of - Lhe Hon. CoroNiaL SECRETARY, addressing himself to the Clerk,
e moved that Robert J. Parsons, Esq., do take the Chair of this House, as

Acting Speaker, during the illness of Ambrose Shea, Esq., which mo-
tion was seconded by John Casey, Ksq., and the question being put
thereon, it passed in the affirmative ; and

Ordered,—Accordingly.

R. 7. Parsons, Esq., Act- RorerT Jonn Parsoxs, Esquire, thereupontook the Chair as Acting
ing Speaker. Speaker.

Messages from His Excellency the Governor.

_ The Hon. CovrovisL SECRETARY presented to the House, by com-
mand of His Exeellency the Governor; two written Messages from His
Excellency the Governor, which he read to the House as follows; all the

Members being uncovered :—

Messages from Governor.
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A. BANNERMAN, Governor.

The Governor has received an Address from the House of Assembly;
requesting that he will ¢ cause to be laid before the House copies of all
correspondence with Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of
French claims of fishing on the Newfoundland Coast.”

The Governor has to inform the House of Assembly that he never had
any correspondence with Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of
« French claims of fishing on the Newfoundland Coast.”

In the year 1858, when the Baron de la Ronciere de N oury made a
claim for an exclusive right to fish in St. George’s Bay, and gave notice
to our fishermen accordingly, the Baron had no communication with
the Governor on the subject of French claims, or anything else ; but
not long afterwards an official notification was made _to Her Majesty’s
Government, that ¢ in the following season, namely, the 5th May, the
French cruisers would vigorously enforce against British subjects, the
rights secured to France by existing Treaties, and specifically as regards
the exclusive right of fishery as claimed by Kraunce.”

The British Government immediately gave on their part a counter-
notice, that frem the same date, ¢ French subjects would be required
strictly to conform ¢ themselves to the terms of the Treaties between
the two countries.”’

The important despatches which the Governor received on this sub-
ject, were laid before the House of Assembly, immediately on his re-
ceiving them early in the year 1859 ;—they will be found in the Ap-
pendix to the Journals of the Assembly for the same year, page 402 to
4U8,—to which the Governor begs to refer the House, for it appears
perfectly manifest to the Governor, on reading the despatches alluded
to and others which accompanied them, that under such circumstances,
when disputes arise and claims are made by one party and not admitted
by the other, Her Majesty’s Government adopted a wise course in
agreeing to a Joint Commission with Krance to appoint two English,
along with two French Commissioners, toacquire information and re-
port the same to their respective (Governments, in order that if the
disputes have arisen from different interpretations put on these Trea-
ties by France and England—the two nations may be enabled clearly
to define the rights and privileges which belong to their respective sub-
jeets, and thus terminate those disputes which have frequently taken
pPlace between English and French fishermen, the Governor believes,
for a century past, on the Coast of Newfoundland.
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The Governor having published the communication made to him ver-
bally by His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, on his late visit to this
Colony, and 'laid before the House a short despatch of date the 11th
September last,—he can give the House no further information, al-
though he thinks many days cannot elapse when he will be fully iu-
formed on a subject of such importance to the Colony.

The Governor avails himself of this opportunity of repeating his
individual opinion, which he has frequently expressed before, that
France never had, and has not the exclusive right of fishery which has
been claimed, and further, the Governor believes that the maritime and
territorial rights of Newfoundland, under existing Freaties, will be pre-
served ; and it has been a source of satisfaction to him that, pending
negociations between the two nations during the last two years, the
English and French fishermen have been pursuing  their avocations so
quietly, atleast no complaint whatever has been'made by Her Majes-
ty’ssubjects, except one from the West Coast, against a French Naval
officer, which, on investigation, was found perfectly frivolous.

Government House,
4th February, 1861.
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A. BANNERMAN, Governor.

The Governor having, in accordance with the wish of the House of
Assembly, forwarded by the last mail an Address to the Secretary of
State ¢ relative to the proceedings of the Convention in course of nego-
ciation between Great Britain and France on the subject of the New-
foundland Fisheries,” he has to request that he may be furnished with
a certified copy of the Resolutions on which the Address in question
was based, and which Resolutions were moved on Thursday, the 24th
of January, by the Honorable the Speaker, and carried by the House,
and which the Govefior is desirous of forwarding to the Colonial Min-
ister by the next mail. '

.quemmeht ﬁﬂum,
~oth  February, 1861.

Q;*dered,.—-Tllat the said Messages do lie upon the Table.

He also, by like command, presented to the House the following Do-
cuments :—

Resolution of General Committee on the subject of a suitable memo-
rial to commemorate the visit of the Prince of Wales,

Letter from F. N. Gisborne, Esq., respecting a Mineralogical Survey
of the Island.

F inancial Secretary’s statement ot expenditure of the Colony for the
year 1860.

General abstract of the affairs of the Newfoundland ' Fire Insurance
Company, to 81st December, 1860.

lsg}eneral Statement of the affairs of the Union Bank to 8ist May

laggﬂlement of the affairs of the Commercial Bank, to 30th June,

G-General abstract of the affairs of the Newfoundland Marine Insurance
Ompany, to 30th December, 1860,

On Table

Documents from His Ex-
¢:lletey the Governor,



On _Table.

Notice for Carrency Bill,

Notice for Debt Cousoclida-
tion Bill.

Notice for Return of In-

structions to Poor Relief
Board.

Notice for Poor Leturns
in Trinity Bay.
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Report of the Directors of the General Water Company to 31st May,
1860, with correspondence relative to increase of stock to £50,000.

Statement of permanent monthly Poor to 7th January,-1861.

Statement of Poor Expenditure at Harbor Main for 1860.

Statement of Poor Expenditure for Brigus for 1860.
( For which, sce Appendix.)
Ordered,—'That the said. Documents do lie upon the Table.

The Hon. Receiver GENERAL gave notice, that on to-morrow he
will ask leave to bring in a Bill to provide for the keeping of the Pub-
lic Accounts in Currency, and for other matters relating thereto :

Also, that on to-morrow he will ask leave to bring’in a Bill to author-
ize the consolidation of a part of the public Debt of the Colony.

Mr. WarreN gave notice, that on to-morrow he will ask the Hon.
Col. Secretary to lay betore the House a copy of the Instructions sent to
the Board of Relief at Bonavista for their guidance in the distribution
of provisions, &ec., to the casual Poor which were forwarded by steamer
Victoria to Catalina in January.

Mr. WinTER gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move an Address
to His Excellency the Governor, praying that he will be pleased to
cause a statement to be laid before this House shewing the arrange-
ments entered into between the Members of the Board of Poor Com-
missioners, being also Members of the Executive Council, and the Hon.
J. J. Rogerson, Commissioner of the Poor, for the relief of the destitute
poor and distressed widows in the district of Trinity Bay for the years
1856, ’57 ’58, shewing the amounts expended and actually paid by the
Poor Commissioners to the Hon. J. J. Rogerson, for or on account of
such service ; also, copies of all instructions sent by him or them to his
or their agents relative thereto ; also the quantity and quality of the In-
dian meal, bread, &c., sent by him or them to different settlements in
Trinity Bay,' to be sold or bartered to such destitute persons and dis-
tressed widows as were short of food ; also a statement of the number,
amount and value of the hoops, staves, casks, or other produce remitted
to him and received in payment for such poor relief; also the reasons
which influenced the poor Commissioners, being members of the Exe-
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ative Council, to require payment for poor relief from th..e r:iestitute pun:;
and distressed widows residing within the district of Trinity Bay thro
the Commissioner, the Hon. J. J. Rogerson, which provision was made
in the annual grant for relief of the poor without any such payment.

Copy of Resolutions on

Ordered,—That a certified copy of the Resolutions relative to the J°BF . Cention sent
proceedings of the Convention in course of negociation betifeen.Great to Governor.
Britain and France on the subject of the N ewfoundland Fisheries, be
transmitted to His Excellency the Governor in accordance with His

Excellency’s Message of this date.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. RocEersox, seconded by Mr. PRENDER-
GAST, |

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to take evidence %iic:rﬁﬂmmitm on Seal
on the present system of carrying on the Seal Fishery, with a view to

the adoption of measures relative thereto.

Ordered,—That the Hon. Mr. Rogerson, Mr. Prendergast, Hon.
Mr. Hanrahan, Mr. Furey and Mr. Bemister, do form the Committee.

On motion of Mr. Leasox, seconded by Mr. March,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excel- Address to His Excel-
m ﬂ.’lﬂ- Gnrernnr 2 leney the Guvernor.

i | |‘I

To His Ezxcellency Sir ALxANDER BAN-
NERMAN, Knight,* Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

May 17 PLEASE YOoUrR EXCELLENCY,—

\ The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave torequest that your
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be furnished to this House, a
detailed statement of the alleged expenditure of £625 10s., for the relief
of the Poor in the District of Brigus, from the first of January to the
twelith of December, 1860, to whom and when paid, by and to whom
disbursed, with the respective names, amounts, and dates.

Ordered,—That the said Address be engrossed, and presented to

His Excellency the Governor by such Members of this House as are of
the Hon. Executive Council.

Mr. WaARREN gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move an Address Notice of Addfess in' re--
i - : 'ment of ar--
to His Excellency the Governor, praying that he will be pleased to yups to R Oskley,

rears to R, Oakley.
Cause payment to be made to Robert N. Oakley, of Greenspond, the
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aArrears on account Pe rma-
nent Poor.

Petition from Northern
Bay for compensation.

Notice of Address to Gor-
ernor on Petition.

' Road Petibion from Quidi
Yidi

Foad Petition from Belle
].ﬂlih

©n Table.

Road Petition from Dis~
trict of Harbor Grace,
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amount of his account for expenses incurred for sick attendance and
funeral expenses of a St. John’s seaman placed on shore at Greenspond
in his charge, and by desire of the Magistrate there :

Al'sﬁ, that on to 'mnrmw he will move an Address to His Excellency
the Governor, praying that he will be pleased to cause an order amount-
ing to £30 to be forthwith paid, heing for orders issued by the Stipen-
diary Magistrate of Bonavista to sustain life to a portion of the perma-
nent Poor during last autumn.

Mr. BemisTer presented a petition from Thomas Fahy, Thomas Fo-
garty, and Stephen Johnstone, of Northern Bay, which was received
and read,—Praying for a grant to re-build their fishing room destroyed
last fall by a boat which took refuge from a gale of wind there.

Mr. BemisTER gave notice, that on to-morrow he will move an Ad-
dress to the Governor, praying his favorable consideration to the forego-
ing petition.

"Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Four of the Clock.

Wednesday, 6th February, 1861.

The Hon. CoroNial SEcRETARY presented to the House a petition
from Garret Chnstnpher and nthers, of Quidi Vidi, which was received
and read,—Praying fora grant to make a road from Quidi Vidi Bridge
to Richard Power’s:

He also presented a petition from Patrick Redmond and others, of
Belle Isle, Cnnceptmn Bay, which was received and read,—Praying
for a grant to improve Freshwater Cove 8o as to render it useful for the
purposes of the Fishery.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the T'able.

. The SoLiciTOR GE'NEML presented petitions from Julian Morefon
and others, of Bryant’s Cové and Upper Island Cove ; John Shute and
others, of Harbor Grace ; and from Richard Couchlan and others, of
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Feather Point and South Side of Harbor Grace, which ‘were severally'
received and read,—Praying for road grants in those localities.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table:

Mr. Marcn presented a ‘petition from James Saint and others, of
Bonavista, which was received and read,—Praying for. a‘grant to com.
plete the Road from Lance Cove to Adams Cove.

Ordéred,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Captain CarTER presented petitions from Morgan Snow and others,
of Fortune Bay ; Joseph Grandy and others, of Garnish, which were
severally received and regd,— Praying for Road Grants in those locali-

ties.
Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WaLsank presented a petition from Albert Lane and others; of
Sailor Island, Bonavista Bay, and from William Cross and others, of
Greenspond, which were severally received ' and read,—Praying for
Road Grants in those localities.

Ordered,— That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. McGraTa presented a petition from- James Hollet and others,
of Sound Island, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to
enable them to erect a new School-house there.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

The Hon. Arrorvey GENERAL presented a petition from 'James
Walsh and others, residents between.Olivers Cove and Great Paradise,
which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to finish the line of
Road between Olivers Cove and Great<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>