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              November 11, 2008

honourable Roger Fitzgerald
Speaker
house of assembly
Main Floor, East Block
Confederation Building
St. John’s, NL

Dear Speaker:

Section 214 of the Elections Act states that “The Chief Electoral Office shall publish within 9 
months after each general election and each by-election a book containing pertinent statistics 
of the election, including poll by poll results of each electoral district.” That report with respect to 
the august 27, 2008 by-elections in the electoral districts of Baie Verte-Springdale and Cape St. 
Francis is now complete.

Section 273(3) states that “The Chief Electoral Officer shall report annually to the Speaker 
upon the affairs of the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer under this part and the report shall be 
laid before the House of Assembly at the first convenient opportunity.” That Report, under the 
Elections Finance Section of the act, is being readied to go to the printers.

I am enclosing at this time copies of the Baie Verte-Springdale and Cape St. Francis By-Election 
Reports for distribution to members of the House of Assembly as per Section 19.1 (1) and (2) of 
the Elections Act as outlined below.  

19.1 (1) Notwithstanding another Act, where a report or other document 
that an officer of the House of Assembly is required to submit to the House of 
assembly is submitted to the Speaker or the Clerk of the house of assembly 
when the Assembly is not in session, the Speaker or the Clerk shall 
provide a copy to each member and make it available for inspection by the public 
immediately after the report or other document is submitted.

(2) a report or other document is considered to have been tabled before the house 
of Assembly when it is submitted to the Speaker or Clerk under subsection (1).
 

I trust this meets with your approval.

        Sincerely,

        
        Paul Reynolds     
                  Chief Electoral Officer
cc: Bill McKenzie





Baie VeRte-SpRinGDale  By-election

On Monday, August 4, 2008 a Writ of Election was issued for a by-election in the Electoral District 
of Baie Verte-Springdale to be held on Wednesday, August 27, 2008. The by-election was called 
to fill a vacancy created by the resignation of Progressive Conservative Mr. Tom Rideout who    
resigned as Cabinet Minister on May 21, 2008 and resigned as Mha on Monday, June 30.

The List of Electors that was printed on July 15 was used as the Preliminary List and contained 
8145 electors. Throughout the election period, updates to the list continued to be made until 4:00 
p.m., Tuesday, August 19. A final Revised List containing 8152 electors was subsequently printed 
on August 20 which identified electors who applied to vote by special ballot (mail in), electors who 
voted at the advance poll and electors who applied to be added as well as other changes such 
as elector moves or corrections to electors’ names and/or addresses. This final revised list was         
distributed to political parties and candidates on August 20 and was used by the returning officer 
for the electoral district and all election officials as the Official List of Electors on polling day. 

Nomination Day was held on Sunday, August 17 with a total of three candidates officially                
nominated at the close; namely, Tim Howse for the New Democratic Party, Shaun Lane for the 
Liberal Party and Kevin Pollard for the Progressive Conservative Party.

The advance poll was held on Wednesday, August 20 in four locations: La Scie, Baie Verte, King’s 
Point and Springdale.

A total of 90 special ballot (mail in) applications were received and approved with 100 per cent 
ballot kits returned by the 4:00 p.m., Thursday, august 21 deadline. 

The preliminary count on election night resulted in 3540 votes cast. There were a total of 171 
votes cast at four advance polls: 90 votes cast by special ballot (mail in) and 3279 votes cast at 
40 regular polls for a 43 per cent voter turnout. Mr. Howse received 316 votes, Mr.  Lane received 
1245 votes and Mr. Pollard received 1979 votes. There were a total of 12 rejected ballots and 2 
cancelled ballots. A total of 225 electors were “sworn in” at the advance, special ballot (mail in) 
and regular polls.  

The Official Addition of the votes was held on Saturday, August 30 at the Office of the Returning 
Officer. The Official Addition resulted in a change in the vote count only for the New Democrat, 
Mr. Tim Howse as 308, not 316 as reported on election night. This change in vote count did 
not affect the overall election results as reported on election night and Mr. Kevin Pollard was 
declared elected after the Official Addition and was sworn in as a Member of the House of 
Assembly on Friday, September 12. The results of this by election together with the 
Cape St. Francis by-election which was also held on August 27 left representation in the House of 
Assembly with 44 Progressive Conservatives, 3 Liberals and 1 New Democrat.

The Chief Electoral Officer would like to extend thanks to the Returning Officer, Ms. Rowena     
Morey, the Election Clerk, Ms. Yvette Boone, the Special Ballot Officer, Ms. Lottie Hamlyn, the 
election workers from the district and the staff at the Chief Electoral Office for a job well done.
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cape St. fRanciS By election

On Monday, August 4, 2008 a Writ of Election was issued for a by-election in the Electoral District 
of Cape St. Francis to be held on Wednesday, August 27, 2008. The by-election was called to fill 
a vacancy created by the sudden death on June 4, 2008 of Progressive Conservative Mr. Jack 
Byrne.

The List of Electors that was printed on July 15 was used as the Preliminary List and contained 
9602 electors. Throughout the election period, updates to the list continued to be made until 4:00 
p.m., Tuesday, August 19. A  final revised list containing 9607 electors was subsequently printed 
on August 20 which identified electors who applied to vote by special ballot (mail in), electors who 
voted at the advance poll and electors who applied to be added as well as other changes such 
as elector moves or corrections to electors’ names and/or addresses. This final revised list was 
distributed to political parties and candidates on August 20 and was used by the returning officer 
for the electoral district and all election officials as the Official List of Electors on polling day. 

Nomination Day was held on Sunday, August 17 with a total of three candidates officially                
nominated at the close; namely, Kathleen Connors for the New Democratic Party, Kevin Parsons 
for the Progressive Conservative Party and Tonia Mercer-Power for the Liberal Party.

The advance poll was held on Wednesday, August 20 at one location in Outer Cove.

A total of 91 special ballot (mail in) applications were received and approved with 100 per cent 
ballot kits returned by the 4:00 p.m., Thursday, august 21 deadline. 

The preliminary count on election night resulted in 4154 votes cast. There were a total of 112 votes 
cast at one advance poll; 91 votes cast by special ballot (mail in) and 3951 votes cast at 34 regular 
polls with a 43 per cent voter turnout. Ms. Connors received 972 votes, Mr. Parsons received 2865 
votes and Ms. Mercer-Power received 317 votes. There were a total of 11 rejected ballots and 5 
cancelled ballots. A total of 307 electors were “sworn in” at the advance, special ballot (mail in) 
and regular polls.  

The Official Addition of the votes was held on Saturday, August 30 at the Office of the Returning 
Officer. The results confirmed the preliminary results on election night. Mr. Kevin Parsons was  
declared elected after the Official Addition and was sworn in as a Member of the House of 
Assembly on Friday, September 12. The results of this by election together with the Baie Verte-
Springdale by-election which was also held on August 27 left representation in the House of 
Assembly with 44 Progressive Conservatives, 3  Liberals and 1 New Democrat.

The Chief Electoral Officer would like to extend thanks to the Returning Officer, Ms. Barbara     
Cadigan, the Election Clerk, Ms. Nora Moores, the Special Ballot Officer, Ms. Paulette Byrne, the 
election workers from the district and the staff at the Chief Electoral Office for a job well done.
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