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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF NEWFOUNDLAND

SESSION (910,

OPENING OF THE SESSION
WEDNESDAY Jan, 26, 1910

The General Assembly having, by
several Proclamations of His Excel-
lency the Governor hereto prefixed,
been prorogued until this day, the
members thereof met in the Assem-
blyv Room at a quarter to three of
the clock, when Mr. Speaker took
the Chair.

At three o’clock in the afternoon
a message from His Excellency the
Governor was delivered by the Gen-
tleman Usher of the Black Rod, com-
manding the immediate attendance
)ﬂf Mr. Speaker and the House in the
\Council Chamber. Accordingly, Mr.
Speaker and the House attended His
Excellency the Governor in the Coun-
cil Chamber, and, having returned to
he Assembly Room, Mr. Speaker in-
formed the House that when in at-
endance on His Excellency the Gov-
ernor in the Council Chamber, His
Excellency had been pleased to make
a gracious speech to both branches
of the Legislature, of +which, for
greater accuracy, he had obtained a
COpy, and whicdh he read (o the
‘House, ag follows -

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
Mr. President and Honourable Gen-
tlemen of the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:

As I now, for the first time since
assuming the office of Governor of

this Colony, enjoy the privilege of
meeting its Legislature in session,
and as this is also the first occa-
sion on which I exercise this function
in a Colony possessing the advanta-
ges of Responsible Government, I de-
sire to emphasize to you my full
recognition of the responsibilities at-
taching to the position; my purpose
to be guided by a strict adherence
to constatutional principles in the
discharge of my duties; and my cor-
dial desire to assist in promoting the
best interedts of this, the oldest ‘e-
pendency of the Empire.

Although but a few months resi-
dent in the Island, I have been able
to visit widely-separated sections of
the country, and ito learn something
of its varied resources and industries.
I have been most favourably im-
pressed with the sterling character
of the people and their remarkable
adaptability to the changing condi-
tions which the evolution of indus-
try amongst you has made impera-
tive; and it is a pleasure for me to
have confirmed my personal observa-
tion the testimony so generously con-
tributed by competent authorities to

the capabilities and resourcefulness
of the working classes amongst you.

I have also been gratified to observe
the progress that has been made in
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the development of your fisheries,

forest resources and mineral wealth,

and the evidence of enlarged agri-
cultural interest which is becoming
increasingly apparent.

The operations of the industrial
classes of the people during the past
vear were fairly remunerative., The
catch of codfish, on the whole, was
about an average one, and the in-
creased price which was obtained
contributed materially to offset the
losses sustained in sections where,
unfortunately, the catch was short.
The realization in the foreign mark-
ets has been attended with favourable
results, and the outlook for the com-
ing season is encouraging. The other
fisheries. were moderately remunera-
tive. The export of minerals was
large, and yielded a substantial re-
turn; whilst the marketing of our
lumber in South America promises
to become an industry of no mean
importance.

The formal opening of the Anglo-
Newfoundland Development Co's
paper mills at Grand Falls, and the
successful manufacture of paper of a
superior quality there, mark the dawn
of a new era of industrial progress in

the Colony. It must be gratifying to
the people of Newfoundland, no less
than to the enterprising capitalists

who have invested so large an amount
in this pioneer undertaking, to realize
that the success of this wvast enter-
prise has now been demonstrated be-
yond question, and that the inexhaust
ible supply of pulp-wood which the
Colony’s areas afford, makes it cer-
tain that a permanent industry of con-
stantly increasing magnitude is se-
cured to the Colony, which should re-
sult in a highly profitable financial
return to investors.

Events have amply justified the pol-
icy of the statesmen who in the past

foresaw through the opening up
Newfoundland by railways the bg
agency to unlock the treasures of t
interior. and promote the devole
ment of our natural resources. .
the recent general election my Mi 1
ters received a mandate from ¢
people to further extend the existi
railway system, so as to bring to €
large and populous sections of
country, now without railway conne
ion, the advantages hitherto deni
them. To give effect to the desire
the electorate in this respect, a c@
tract has been entered into for the ¢
struction and operation of certs
branch railways which will be st
mitted at an early date for your
proval.

My Ministers have had under ¢¢
sideration a policy by which industri
corporations in this Colony will be §
abled to contribute a reasonable St
annually towards the maintenance
those public services which facilita
the safe and expeditious carrying |
of their operations. I am glad to |
able to announce that an agreeme
has been concluded with the Mini
Companies working at Bell Islar
Conception Bay, under which, for
period of ten years, they will pay
royvalty on the gross output of @
from the mines. This agreement W
be submitted to you for ratification.

My Ministers will propose for yo
adoption measures looking to a vigae
ous development of agriculture thr
out the country the advantages
which, it is believed, can be broug
within the reach of every commun
in the Island. Provision will be ma
for the establishment of agricultu?
societies, and grants in aid .therec
the distribution of new and reliab
seeds and live stock; the holding |
agricultural exhibitions; the prepa
ation of a suitable text-book on agt
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1ture for adoption in our schools;
o encouragement of sheep raising;
e manufacture of wollens; the utiliz
ion of sundried peat and feul; and,
nerally, for agricultural develop-
ant in all its branches.

With a view to preventing the fur-
er destruction oy fire of our wood-
nd areas, the enhanced value of
iich is becoming more and more ap-
rent, my Ministers have arranged
r a conference to take place in St
hn's at an early date, between Te-
esentatives of the Government, the
vilway Company, and various indus-
al corporations interested in the
eservation of our forest wealth.

One of my first duties, after my
rival in the country, was to assist
the formal inauguration of
e Board of Trade in this city.
hen Wwe recognize what simi-
r institutions have accom-
hed in other countries, it must
a matter for congratulation to all
at an opportunity is now afforded
¢ commercial interests of the Col-
y to deal intelligently and effect-
rely with such trade problems as
11 result in realizing to the best ad-
ntage the products of the Colony.

In conjunction with the Board of
‘ade, my Ministers have initiated a
licy of establishing agencies in for-
on countries to which our dried cod-
h is exported, with a view to an en-
reement of our trade. It has also
en demonstrated that our fresh cod-
h can be expeditiously and economi
lly conveyed long distances and in
| temperature without deterior-
lon; and that herein is the prospect
a large and profitable industry. By
e sympathetic co-operation of His
ajesty’s Government, it is hoped that
r canned fresh codfish will find a
bstantial consumption in the British
VY.

A contract has been concluded with
Iinglish capitalists for an exhaustive
and scientific examination of our coal
areas, which contract you will be ask-
ed to ratify. It is the purpose of the
company to begin operations during
the coming summer.

Each general election since the adop
tion of the Ballot Act has shown the
necessity of providing some machin-
be in the city at that season, to ex-

ercise the franchise. A measure to fa-
number of outport electors, whose

business requirements compel them to
be in St. John’s at that season, to ex-
ercise the franchise. A measure tofa-
cilaitate this, and also to effect other
necessary amendments to the election
law, has been prepared for your con-
sideration.

My Ministers have determined upoi
the payment of poor relief in cash,
and a Bill for that purpose will be su»
mitted to you. You will also be in-
vited to make provision for the con-
struction of a Poor Asylum.

Fully impressed with the fact
that the best interests of the
community, as well as of the
individual are promised by the spread
of education amongst the people,
my Ministers propose a further
addition to the Education vote, supp-
plementing that of the sum of thirty
thousand dollars granted at the last
session. Of the sum now proposed, it
is intended that a portion shall be sei
apart annually for the consfruction ofi
new school huildings, and the repair
of existing ones, so that, amongst
other objects, the health of bobth
scholars and teachers may be further
safeguarded.

Few will dispute that the time has
arrived when the practice of emplov-
ing women on fishing vessels on the
Labrador coast should be abolished;

h__r_s
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and a measure with this object in
view will, I trust, be accorded youl
unanimous support,

}The prime importance of stimul-
ating the development of our mineral
resources will be readily recognized.
A measure has been framed by whica
the original discoverer of a mineral de
posit shall continue to possess an in-
terest in it, no matter on whose land
it may have been located. Provisioan
has also been made for the establish
ment of a smelter at Bay of Islands,
the Government undertaking to pay a
bounty on quantities of ore that may
be treated there. Arrangements hava
also been made to encourage those iu-
terested in the development of our oil-
producing areas.

At the request of the St. John's
Municipal Council, legislation will bpe
introduced with a view of dealing
with the housing problem in the city:
the extension of the water and sewer-
age system; and the acquisition by the
Council of the occupied land fronting
on Windsor Lake.

Measures are being devised for the
settlement of unoccupied lands along
the line of railway by the establishing
there of farming colonies composed of
suitable agricultural immigrants fromn
the British Isles, so that the popul-
ation may be increased and new com-
munities built up to help promote the
zeneral prosperity.

You will be asked to make provis-
ion for the completion of the light-
house service on the coasts of the
Island, and its further extension on
Labrador; the extension of the wire-
less telegraph service on Labrador,
and on the North-east Coast, where
the sealing fleet can avail itself of
its advantages; and the extension of
the telegraph system to the District
of St. Barbe.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of th
Honourable House of Assembly :

I am glad to be able to inform yo
that the revenue for the half yea
which ended with December was th
largest in the history of the Colon
for the same period in any fiscs
year, and was in excess of the ex
penditure for the same period.

The financial condition of the Co.
ony is most encouraging, trade an
commerce exhibited marked activig
in every branch, and the year upol
which we have just entered give
promise of exceptional productive
ness,

You will be gratified to learn ths
the estimate of revenue for the fiscs
yvear will probably be exceeded, an
that a surplus over expenditure
be anticipated.

The Estimates for the comin
year have been prepared, and will
laid before you at an early dat
While due regard has been had
maintaining the efficiency of the pu
lic service, considerations of prudent
and economy have not been ove
looked, so that no increased taxatig
may be necessary. I am sure th
you will readily provide the sun
required for carrying on the publ
service.

Mr. President and Honourable Ge
tlemen of the Legislative Counecil

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of th
Honourable House of Assembly i

In July last a conference to col
sider measures to promote the
fence of the Empire was held
London, at which all of the self-gc
erning colonies were representé
My Prime Minister was present
the representative of Newfoundlal
Proposals to achieve this loyal al
patriotic purpose were considert
and are to-day being given effect
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by the Dominions beyond the Seas.
The sympathy and practical support
exhibited by the Dominions and Col-
onies towards the Mother Country
challenge the respect and command

the admiration of the world.

Recently this Colony was invited
to participate in a Festival of Empire,
to be held in London next summer,
and preliminary steps have been
taken to ensure that the Colony may
pe fittingly represented. The occas-
ion will afford to the Colony an op-
portunity to display to 1its sister
dependencies and to the world at
large the record of its history, and
more especially the evidence of its

marked progress and advancement
during the last quarter of a
century.

The question of the use of steam
trawlers on the Grand Banks has
been brought to the notice of the
Right Honourable the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, with a view

of seeing if some international ar-
rangement cannot be arrived at
either to abolish or regulate their
use in the fisheries.

In the month of August last, His
Majesty’'s Government appointed a
Royal Commission to enquire into

the trade relations between Canada
and the West Indies. My Ministers
have arranged that a statement of
the trade relations of this country
with Canada and the West Indies
shall be laid before the Commission.

In leaving vou to your delibera-
tions, 1 do so in the earnest hope
that the blessings of Almighty God,
Who has wtched over us in the past,
may be with you and guide you in
the furtherance of all measures which
may conduce to the abiding welfare
of this Colony.

MOTION FOR ADDRESS IN REPLY.

MR. SQUIRER—I rise, Mr. Speak-
er, to move that a Select Committee
be appointed .o draft an Address In
Reply to the gracious Speech with
which His Excellency has been
pleased to open the present Session
of the Legislature, and in doing so
ask the permission of the House to
make a few observations upon cer-
tain matters referred to therein.

In the opening paragraph of the
Speech His Excellency refers to this
being the first occasion, not only on
which he has met the Legislature of
this Colony in session, but also the
first occasion on which he has exer-
cised this function in a Colony pos-
sessing a full measure of Responsible
Government. Sir Ralph Williams
does not belong to that class of
men upon whom his greatness has
been thrust undeservedly by the ac-
cident of birth or fortune, but rather
to that greater class of nobler
minds who, having the advantage of
both, have achieved greatness by
those sterling qualities of head and
heart, which Britain insists upon as
an essential qualification of all those
upon whose shoulders she places the
honourable burden of rulership.

He is an illustration of that class
of leaders in the Empire from which
His Gracious Majesty the King se-
lects his representatives for his Over-
seas Dominions, great physically,
great mentally and greater still by
the noble achievements of a strenu-
ous life. Born in 1848, educated at
one of the typical English schools of
that period, he as a young man, jour-
neyed to Australia, where he spent
two years travelling, hunting and
acquiring a knowledge of that vast
continent We then find him as an

explorer in South America, conquer-
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ing its fastnesses, and acquiring val-
uable data of a region at that time
almost entirely unknown. In 1876
we follow him into Canada; there he
studied the methods of government
and formed intimate acquaintance
with the plans and ambitions of many
of the leading men of the day—men
who have since distinguished them-
selves in the commercial, social and
political development of that great
dependency of Britain. In 1882 he
journeyed to South Africa, and there
we find him, accompanied by wife
and child, treking with waggon and
team through the interior. The jour-
ney to the Victoria Falls, on the
Zambesi River, occupied six months;
the whole expedition occupied six-
teen months. Lady Williams has,
I understand, the proud distinction
of being the first English woman to
look upon the mighty Falls of the
Zambesi.

On this expedition Mr. Williams so
distinguished himself as a leader of
men and an explorer of the African
wilds that he was admitted to the
Colonial Service and chosen as head
of the Civil Department of Sir
Charles Warren’s expedition to Bech-
uanaland. As the result of his
successes in this expediticn he was
subsequently s:lected for the import-
ant post of Diplomatic Agent to the
South African Republic, which posi-
tion he occupied from 1887 to 1890.
In 1890 he was promoted to the Col-
onial Treasurership f Gibraltar, in
which post he spent seven years.
Thence he was advanced to the Col-
onial Secretaryship of Barbados,
where in 1898 he reconstructed the
economic conditions { that island
after the devastations of the hurricane
of that year. In 1901 we find him in

Bechuanaland once more, this time
as its Governor. During the Boer

War his headquarters was Mafeking,

and in the period of reconstruction

he played no insignficant part. We
next find Mr. Williams leading a
punitive expedition against a rebel-
lious native chief of North Africa.
The success of this expedition earn-
ed his appointment as Governor of
the Windwand Islands in the West
Indies, from whence he came to New-
foundland to assume for the first
time the Governorship of a Colony
having a full measure of Responsible
Government, and with its institutions
modelled on those of the Mother
Country.

Newfoundland is proud of the class
of men selected by the Mother Land
as Governors for this Colony, and in
welcoming Sir Ralph and Lady Wil-
liams to our shore we do so with the
whole-hearted admiration and enthu
siastic loyalty which such lives of
achievement naturally inspire. Sir
Ralph Williams has world-wide ex
perience; he has won the honour of
the Governorship of Britain’s oldest
Colony. In coming to Newfoundland
he will find a true welcome extended
to him as a man of merit altogether
apart from the loyal welcome with
which he is greeted as King Edward’s
honoured Representative. Although
but a few months in the Island, he
has shown his practical interest in
our affairs. One of his first public
duties was to assist at the formal in-
auguration of the Board of Trade.
He opened the Agricultural Exhibi-
tion held under the auspices of the
Harbor Grace Agricultural Society,
and has availed of every opportunity
of coming into personal touch with
our people and our affairs.

It is a source of much gratification
to observe that a condition of pros-
perity of a most satisfactory charac-
ter prevails. The financial condition
of the country at large in spite of
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he disastrous L.abrador codfishery
< probably the best at any period
juring the last twenty years, and
she money market has been in an
328V condition by reason of the

qeility with which the realization of
he country’'s products has proceeded.

Reference 18 made in His Excellen-
w's speech to the revenue for the
1alf year ended December 31st, 1909,
't will be noted with satisiaction that
‘he revenue for that period was
sreater than than for any similar
seriod in the history of Newfound-
iand, also that it was in excess of
‘he expenditure for that period. The
prosperity which has prevailed thru-
»ut Newfoundland during the latter
half of the year, 1909, has been such
as to merit special attention, because
Newfoundland has had to face a
disastrous Labrador fishery.

The export of codfish from the
Labrador for the past three years,
has been as follows:

1907—289,493 qtls. Valued at
$1,013,227.00.

1908—288,836 qtls. Valued at
5779,858.40.

1909—168,692 qtls. Valued at
$623,362.25.

It will then be noted that the Ex-
portation of codfish from the Labra-
dor was, in 1909, more than 120,000
qtls. less than the exportation from
LLabrador for either 1907 or 1908,
while the value for 1909 was, because
of the improved price, worth but
$156,496 less than that of 1908.
The total catch of codfish for 1909
was approximately a million and a
half quintals, the estimated value of
which is seven and a thalf million
dollars. The increase in the price
of fish is a matter of special gratifi-
cation; it means that the fishermen

have received on the average over a
dollar per quintal more for their fish
during 1909 than during the pre-
vious year, and this, in spite of the
fact that the Norwegian catch was
abnormally large and the French
cavch 100,000 quintals more than
the previous year.

In referring to these fishing mat-
ters I feel that 1 am touching the
most vital interests of the Colony,
interests which the representative
of every outport Constituency should
consider his special duty to safe
guard. New methods and new mark-
ets have been for many years the
desire of every administration 1In
Newfoundland, and we believe there
is now an administration in power
which will go much further than
merely desiring the opening up of
such new methods and new markets,
one which will take practical steps
to realize these desires, and by earn-
est and painstaking effort will de-
velop new outlets for the products
of Newfoundland’s staple industry,
and by the encouragement of new
methods in the packing and the

the
our fish is now

curing will more fully extend
markets to which

being exported.

With these commendable
in view the Government in con-

junction with the Board of Trade
has already made arrangements for
the representation of Newfoundland,

objects

in some, at least, of the fish
purchasing countries of South
America. It is estimated that
in that large Continent to the

South there is a Latin population
which would be a gigantic market
for Newfoundland codfish, if
relationships were once obvnened. It
i1s absurd to expect any individual
merchant doing business in the Col-
ony to expend any considerable sum

trade
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of money in opening up a new mar-
ket for his own benefit, because no
sooner would that be opened up

than the fruits of his labor would
be availed of by all the fish-ex-
porting merchants of the Island.

Consequently, the opening up of a
new market is an undertaking which
must be inaugurated by the Govern-
ment of the Colony, or by some guch
representative body of merchants as
is the Board of Trade, and it must
be a matter of extreme satisfaction,
not merely to the merchants of New-
foundland, but also every fisherman
in the Island to feel that alrcady
steps have been taken by the Gov-
ernment of Newfoundland, in con-
junction with the Board of Trade, in
this direction.

Newfoundland, we all Kknow, is
strangely behind the age in the lim-
ited number of ways in which it pre-
pares its fish for the market. Dur-
ing the past summer the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, than whom
there is in Newfoundland no more
energetic fishermen or more enthusi-
astic believer in the advantages to be
derived by new methods in connec-
tion with the putting up of codfish,
visited Montreal, Toronto and other
cities of the Dominion of Canada,
with a view of introducing New-
foundland codfish, put up and pre-
served by what is known as the
“Solling” method. At these cities he
introduced our fish, put up in that
manner, and found that it took first
rank amongst the fish products for
sale in these cities. He placed the
articles in the hotels and in the fish
markets of these cities, and found
that it received the highest com-
mendation as a really first class ar-
ticle for food. Mr. Piccott then visit-
ed the West Coast of Newfoundland,
so as to give exact information and
instruction to the fish catchers in
that locality, and already some of the

business men of the Island hay
availed themselves of the advantage
of this new method of putting
and exporting codfish, and :
finding. that it is an Industry whie
holds out every encouragement as
most profitable investment. Th
Government has done its work. It i
now for the enterprising busines
men of the Island to avail themselve
of the knowledge at their disposal
and take up this industry from whiel
good financial results is undoubtedl
expected. 1 understand that
packed in this manner can be ship
ped fresh and delivered at any pori
in Canada or the United States, o
the nearer ports of Europe, in a per
fect condition, without the original
flavor of the article being in the
least impaired. The marketing "
very considerable quantities of oul
fish in this manner must have mos
beneficial effects upon the cod fisher
generally. KEvery quintal of ﬁﬂﬁ
exported from Newfoundland, and by
this method, means that there 1is 2
quintal less to be sold in its dried
state, and consequently suggests
that the nrice of the remaining quan:
tity of dry cod will of necessity bs
improved. Not only is a new meth:
od an advantage in itself in this
way, but it creates a new marke
because there are many who woul(
consume Newfoundland codfish if i
were available fresh in that way, whe
would certainly not become consum:
ers of the article in its hard cure
state.

At the present time the Ministe
of Finance and Customs is in thy
West Indies, representing the inter
ests of Newfoundland, in connectio:
with a Commission which hags beel
appointed to enquire into trade re
lationships with the West Indies
The Prime Minister has to be heart
ily congratulated upon the fact tha
Newfoundland is represented at thi
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conference. It is one of the results
of his labors while in London at

the Colonial Conference last sum-
mer.
Manufactures for the past year

nave been better in quality than in
any previous year. The pay roll for
our factories is considerably over
$1,000,000 a year, and is yearly In-
creasing, It would thus appear that
even as a4 manufacturing centre New-
foundland is developing rapidly. The
opening up of the Grand Falls mills
by Lord Northeliffe, the founder and
head of the great group of publica-
tion businesses from which the
Anglo-Newfoundland Development Co.
has sprung, is the beginning of a
new industrial era in Newfoundland.
Four years ago Grand Falls region
was a practical wilderness. To-day
it is the site of an industry which
will not only be worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars annually to the
Newfoundland workingman, but will
also mean a world-wide advertise-
ment for our Island and its resources.
Newfoundland now possesses one of
the finest, if not the finest, paper
pulp manufacturing plants of the
world, and it is a source of gratifica-
tion to observe that the period of
uncertainty which always attends
the inauguration of any enterprise
has been passed, that within the
course of a day we expect to see
upon our own streets our own local
newspapers printed upon paper man-
ufactured from Newfoundland pulp,
at the paper mills of the Anglo-
Newfoundland Development Company
at Grand Falls. Nothing has been
left undone by the company to make
the town of Grand Falls a truly
model town. An expert medical
authority was brought out to devise
the most modern means of sanitation.
During her visit to Grand Falls, Lady
Northeliffe donated $10,000 for the
construction of a hospital. A water

“which if developed would be

supply for the town, taken well
above the Falls and purified by the
most modern means of filtration, is
being installed. Cottages for work-
ingmen have sprung up and are
continually in course of erection. A
town lit with electricity, with wide
streets, spaces reserved for play-
grounds, a modern system of water
supply and sanitation, churches and
halls, society lodges and places of
amusement, and suitable cottages
for workingmen, it needs no enthu-
slastic prophet to augur that the
day is not far distant when the town
of Grand Falls will be the second in
importance amongst the towns of
Newfoundland.

The Harmsworth industry is esti-
mated to be worth to Newfoundland
half a million dollars a year in
labor, but while this is a gigantic
sum as a result of one industry, it
must not be forgotten that there is
another industry in Newfoundland
worth
six Harmsworth industries, and at
the same time be of immediate ad-
vantage to every home in the Col-
ony. This industry to which 1 refer
is agriculture. Annually there is be-
ing imported into Newfoundland $3,-
000,000 worth of foodstuffs, which
could be easily produced in this
Colony. The Government believes
that the result of the agricultural
policy outlined by His Excellency in
the Speech from the Throne will be
the first practical effort made by any
administration to deal with this gi-
gantic opportunity which Newfound-
land has of enriching itself-—an op-
portunity of practically creating with-

in our midst an industry as valu-
able to the Colony as the paper
manufacturing at Grand Falls, and

at the same time one which would
mean food and more of the com-
forts of modern living for every
fisherman in the Island.
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Practical efforts have been made
by the Government to secure a sat-
isfactory exploration of the coal and

oil areas. An agreement has been
entered into with an English com-
pany whereby a sum of not less

than $15,000 is to be spent in the
developing of our coal areas during
the coming year. Within the last
few months an assay office has been
opened in St. John's, and arrange-
ments have been made for the smelt-
ing of ores at Bay of Islands. The
Government propcses to pay a bonus
for the smelting of ores for those
who hold mining properties, and
wish to take some steps towards
their development. It is proposed
that an amendment shall be made
in the mining laws, whereby the orig-
inal discoverer of a mining location
may have some interest in the dis-
covery, no matter on whose property
the discovery may have been made.
The mining companies on Bell Is-
land have exported dur'ing the year
1909, 1,000,000 tons of ore, of which
the Dominion Iron & Steel Company
has exported 540,000 tons, and the
Nova Scotia Steel & Coal Co. 460,0000
tcns. A new smelter is to be erect-
ed at Sydney, and the Bell Island
companies are preparing for a still
further development of their magnif-
icent ore properties during the com-
ing vear, and a considerably larger
output is anticipated. The York Hr.
copper properties are being develop-
ed, and it is probable that during
the coming year our petroleum and
oil properties will be worked by
English capitalists on a much larger
scale and by more scientific. methods
than any local company could pos-
sibly undertake.

In another paragraph of His Ex-
cellency’s speech, reference is made
to the railway policy of the Govern-
ment. During the early eighties, when
the policy of railway development

was before the country, the party of
progress of that day, led by that
gifted man, the late Sir William V.
Whiteway, than whom Newfoundland
has never produced a more success-
ful statesman, was subject to the
scoffs and sneers of the incredulous,
who predicted impending disaster:
but subsequent events have not only
justified the policy of railway de-
velopment, but have shown that it
would have been a crime which the
present generation could not paliate
or forgive, if Sir William Whiteway
had allowed the obstacles placed in
their way to turn him from the path
of progress. The development of
the Island of Newfoundland naturally
consequent upon railway advantage,
has indeed been great. The interior
resources of the Island have been
laid open to the investor. The open-
ing of the north and south by the
bay steamship service has not only
brought Newfoundland a large tour-
ist traffic, from which we have di-
rect benefits, but it has meant an

advertisement to the world which
year after year has been and will
continue to be of immense value.

But these facts are not alone the jus-
tification of the railway policy of
the past, The railway and steamship
service have meant the opening up
of new avenues of trade and com-
merce, a literal revolution, economie
and social, throughout the whole of
the Island has resulted. In the po-
litical campaign of the fall of 1908
the Peoble’s Party laid before the
country a railway policy. The Gov-
ernment of that day termed the pol-
icy visionary, one which the party
had no intention whatever of carry-
ing out, or if it did carry it out, it
was a policy which would land the
country in bankruptcy or something
else, which thev said thev considered
morse than utter bankruptey. The

result of the election was the politi-
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cal deadlock, which made Newfound-
land politics interesting discussions
tor the British-speaking world. In
the campaign of the Spring of 1909,
the matter of the railway policy was
qgain before the country. During the
winter the people had the opportun-
ity of discussing the railway policy
of the present Government, and of
considering the facts and figures in
connection therewith, and when they
spoke at the polls in May last the
decision was SO emphatic that we
must consider that the railway pol-
icy upon which the Government has
already launched is our answer to
the mandate so emphatically given.
Seldom has it happened in the his-
tory of any country that a stronger
command has been given at the
polls to any Government to carry

out any policy.

Time was when Newfoundland was
known and used merely as a fishing
station, and considered by its rulers
to be nothing more than such, but
the economiec, social and educational
revolution of the last twenty-five
vears has shown Newfoundland to be
infinitely more than a mere fishing
station, to be kent as such for the
benefit of outside capitalists. This
quarter of a century has shown New-
foundland to possess vast mineral
resources, vast agricultural resourc-
es, with all of which His Excellency's
present Ministers propose to deal
in a practical manner, and the first
step is the opening up of the coun-
try by the construction of the addi-
tional railways referred to in the
Manifesto of the People's Party.

The railway contract which is to
be submitted to the Legislature at
an early date is much more advan-
tageous to the Colony, and particu-
larly to the workingmen, than any
previous railway contract. 1 under-
stand that the line is to be paid for

at the same rate per mile as in the
previous construction contract, but
it has been provided that $1.50 per
day should be paid as wages to the
laboring men instead of the former
pray. This means that the construc-
tion of the line will not cost the Col-
ony one cent more than previously,
but that for every $1.00 paid by the
contractor to laborers under prev-
ious contracts they will now receive
$1.50. Representing the electoral
district of Trinity, which is to be so
particularly benefitted by the rail-
way construction policy of the Gov-
ernment, I heartily congratulate the
Prime Minister for having so care-
fully safegurded the interests of the
workingmen, and can assure him
that every one of the thousands of
laborers who will be benefitted by
railway work will thank him heartily
for having their pay increased by 50
per cent.,, and that without the Col-
ony being called upon to pay one cent
per mile more in the construction of
its railway than it did previously.
It is estimated that this wages ar-
rangement alone is worth to the lab-
orers of the Colony for the con-
struction of the proposed railways
more than $850,000.

The contract for the subsequent
operation of the line is also more
favorable than previous operation
contracts. The contractor undertakes
to operate the line without any cash
payment or subsidy from the Gov-
ernment, and accepts unoccupied
lands, as was done in the previous
operation .contract, but with this
exception, that instead of his receiv-
ing 5,000 acres per mile, he is, for the
operation of these branch lines, to
receive only 4,000 acres per mile,

In addition to this, it is provided
that in the event of any land which
the people of the settlement in the
immediate vicinity wish to have re
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served, falling to the contractor, the
Government shall have the option to
take back from the contractor the land
which the residents of the neigh-
borhood wish to have reserved at the

rate of twenty-eight cents per acre,
and if it is not necessary that the
land itself should be reserved, but

that the people are merely interested
in the timber upon the area, then it
has been arranged that the con-
tractor shall forego his right to cut
timber over the areas so reserved,
accepting in lieu thereof a right to
cut timber over a similar area in
some other part of the country. With
these exceptions, the - construction
and operation contracts are practi-
cally identical with previous rail-
way contracts.

There is yet, however, one special
feature to be mentioned, and this
again shows the special Iinterest
which the Premier has taken in the
workingmen of the country. It has
been arranged between the Govern-
ment and the Reid Newfoundland Co.
that in future all engines, passenger
cars, freight cars and all the equip-
ment of the line should so far as
practicable be manufactured in our
midst; an industry which from the
start will be an important and sub-
gtantial one, and will continually in-
crease as the development of the
Island progresses,

The question now arises as to the
source from which will come the
revenue to pay the interest on the
cost of this railway construction. It
would be entirely unnecessary for
the Government to find any new or
special means of securing income to
pay the interest, because it will- be
remembered that during the last ten
vears the development of Newfound-
land, as the result largely of rail
and steam, has been so great that
the revenue has within that period

of ten years increased from §1,500,
000 to $3,000,000. There 1is ever;
reason to believe that with this pol
icy of progress outlined in His Ex
cellency’s speech the increase for the
next ten years will be proportionately
much greater, but even if the aver-
age increase during the next ten
years be not greater, even if it be
not as great, yet the increase will
be more than sufficient to meet the
interest upon the cost of construe-
tion of the line.

But, sir, there are

sources of revenue in this Colon y
which, either because of lack of per-
sonal interest or lack of effort, have
been entirely neglected in the past;
I now refer to that part of His Ex
cellency’s speech which calls atten-
tion to an agreement which has beeng]
concluded between the mining com-
panies operating at Bell Island, in;:
Conception Bay, and the Government,
under which these companies volun-
tarily agree to pnay to the Newfound-
land Government annually a royalty
of seven and one-half cents per ton
on the gross output of the Bell Is-
land mines. The gross output for
the vear 1909 was one million tons
of ore. This would represent a pay-
ment to the Newfoundland Govern-
ment of $75,000, and year by year, as
the iron industry at Bell Island in-
creases, it will mean an additional
source of revenue. It has been esti-
mated that within a few years the
annual payments will range from
$100,000 to $120,000. It will be noted
particularly that this agreement with
these two companies on Bell Island
is not the result of legislation, neith-
er is it in any way the result of
pressure brought to bear by the Gov-
ernment upon them. The Govarn-
ment has merely pointed out to them
that large sums of money were being
spent by the taxpayers of this Cnl-
ony every year for improved mail

additional




_arvices, improvéd telegraph connec-
iﬂng, additional lighthouses, for pol-
ce protection, and the  security
Wwhich the machinery for the admin-
stratinn of justice affords, and asked
hem if they considered it fair that
_' he taxpayers of the Colony should
hay it all, and that-they should be
reaping such a rich harvest and
cubscribing nothing towards the up-
keep of these public services and the
eurther development of the Colorny.
mhe companies responded and volun-
tarily offered this subscription of
seven. and one-half cents per ton on
he gross annual output.

com-
will
that

There are other industrial
wanies in  Newfoundland who
doubtedly appreciate the fact
hey should bear some of the bur-
dens of the upkeep of the public
services from which they benefit so
much, and these unodubtedly will
follow the example of the Bell Island
companies and voluntarily subscribe
owards the funds of the Colony. -

The agricultural policy outlined in
the speech is a practical and compre-
hensive one. Instead of devoting a
large sum of money annually for
the operation of a model farm in St.
John’s, it is proposed to devote spec-
ial attention to the development of
agriculture throughout the whole
Island; and with that end in view
agricultural societies will be inaugu-
rated in all the large centres around
the Island of Newfoundland. The
importation of first class stock and
seeds, which will be forwarded to
the various agricultural societies as
centres for suitable distribution
amongst the people is a very import-
ant feature. In the past it will be
rémembered that stock and seeds
have been distributed indiscriminat-
ingly, without any effort being made
towards the propagation of the stock
Or the improvement of the crops
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generally, The advantages which
will accrue from the inauguration of
agricultural societies and the import-
ation by the Government and distri-
bution by the societies of first class
stock, and new and reliable seeds,
will be of specially great value, not
merely to the people of St. John's,
but particularly to the fishermen
around our coasts. With the excep-
tion of an occasional farm, there are
practically no agricultural holdings
throughout the Island, and it is ne-
cessary that steps be taken at once
to increase agricultural knowledge
and foster agricultural development
in the outports. The lack of agricul-
tural knowledge is not surprising,
when we realize that up to recent
years Newfoundalnd has been prac-
tically a fishing station, and no
effort has been made to have agri-
culture taught in the schools, or ag-
ricultural interests stimulated in any
way. In addition to the inauguration
of societies and the importation of
stock and seeds, it is intended that
agriculture shall be taught in our
schools and colleges, and with that
in view a suitable elementary text
book on agriculture will be made an

essential qualification for all pupil
teachers.

Newfoundland cannot afford to
neglect her agricultural opportun-

ities. Annually there is imported in-
to this Colony three million dollars
worth of agricultural products, which
could easily be produced in New-
foundland. This means that there is
at our doors an industry of as much
value to the Colony as six Harms-
worth industries. One of the im-
portant features in the policy is the
proposed agricultural show to be

held in St. John’s each year. The var-
ious agricultural societies through-
out the Island, and also individual

farmers, will be given an opportun-
ity of sending to this show, free of
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cost of transportation, their best fuel. At St. Lawrente if is useg
products for exhibition. It is pro- the year round, and at Carbone;

posed to give annually prizes to the
value of three thousand dollars.
These prizes will not be given in
cash, but in the form of stock. With
agriculture taught in the schools, ag-
ricultural societies and shows stim-
ulating farmers to more intelligent
and enthusiastic effort, with the dis-
tribution of good stock and new and
reliable seeds, a new era of agricul-
tural development has undoubtedly
dawned.

The encouraging of sheep raising
i1s another important part of the
Government’'s agricultural oolicy. It
is their intention to make an effort
to develop this industry by granting
a bounty of 5 per cent. on all wool
manufactured in this country. About
$500,000 worth of woollen goods,
capable of being manufactured in
Newfoundland, is imported every
year. The present duty on woollens,
together with this bounty of five per
cent., should be sufficient encourage-
ment to investors to interest them-
selves in the manufacture of woollen
goods; in this way the money now
sent out of the country would Dbe
spent within the Colony in giving
employment. As a people, we im-
port too many articles which might
be manufactured at home, and at
the same time we send our own pro-
ducts out of the country in a crude
state.

The utilization of sun-dried peat
for fuel deserves the serious consid-
eration of the Government. Proces-
ses will undoubtedly be perfected
before many years have passed, but
without secientific methods of manu-
facture the ordinary sun-dried peat
may be used to very great advantage
in Newfoundland. At the present
time some of the farmers in the
vicinity of St. John’s use peat for

is used exclusively by one or
gentlemen as fuel for furnaces.
ery year makes it more difficult
fishermen to secure fuel, wood
becoming scarcer and the clim
changes of the last few years
been making it more difficult =
formerly to secure wood during
months of December and Janu
Peat is to be found in the neighl
hood of nearly all the outport se
ments, and it would be a great &
to the fishermen if these areas '
be availed of for fuel purposes.
almoeost prohibitive price of coal
the increasing scarcity of wood m:
it imperative that some substi
should be provided at an early d

The settlement of unoccupied
by suitable agricultural Iimmigre
forms another important item of
policy of agricultural developme
While attending the Colonial C
ference, the Prime Minister dise
sed this matter with interested p
ties in London, and 1 understs
that the Salvation Army is also g
ing considerable attention to pp
pective immigration to agricultu
settlements in Newfoundland, in et
junction with the vast colonizat
schemes upon which its leaders he
been working for so many years. 1
agricultural specialist who vist
this Coolny recently in connect
with the affairs of the Anglo-Ne
foundland Development Company I
expressed the opinion that both
soil and climate of Newfoundland
well suited to make it an agricultu
country of no mean importance.

The Government has arranged
a conference to take place in
John’'s at an early date between °
representatives of the Governme
the railway company and the varic
industrial corporations interested
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the preserratinn of our forest wealth.
This conference is along the lines of
the conference IOT the conservation
of natural resources, held within re-
cent years in Canada and the United
States. Mr. Lewis Miller, the found-
or of Millertown, is reported to have
said that within the last generation
¢40,000,000 worth of growing timber
has been destroyed by forest fires.
It is certainly time that some united
offort should be made for the pro-
tection of our forest wealth.

The inauguration of the Board of
Trade and its subsequent activities
have been watched with deep inter-
est by our outport merchants. In
other countries similar institutions
have been most potent factors in the
development of trade, and we believe
that in the executive council of the
Board we have earnest men who
are prepared to give their time and
sacrifice their personal interests 1In
a united effort to deal with these
economic problems, the satisfactory
solution of which will be of inculcul-
able benefit to the fishermen. New-
foundland is watching the efforts of
these men who have banded them-
selves together in the interests of
trade and commerce; the fishermen
particularly are locking to them to
safeguard their interest and to se-
cure for the porducts of their ef-
forts every cent possible.

The independent fishing class, 8o
many of whom have in the past
been disfranchised because of their
inability to get from St. John’s to
their homes to vote, will note par-
ticularly a proposed change in the
Ballot Act, whereby booths for the
various districts will be opened in
St. John’s, so that the large number
of schooner holders and fishermen
Whose business brings them to St.
John's will be able to vote for the
candidates of their choice, just as
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conveniently as if they were at then
homes. It is estimated that mor«
than two thousand men who would
otherwise be disfranchised will, 1i
this amendment be made, be enabled
to avail of their privilege as elect-
ors.

The payment of poor relief in cash
and the erection of a new Poor
Asylum are measures which must
receive the indorsation of the Legis-
lature. In very many instances cash
in the hand of the poor person is
worth twenty per cent. more than
the present poor order, For years
the conditions of the poor at their
retreat in St. John’s has been a dis-
grace; some two hundred are crowd-
ed into accommodation suited for
eighty; year after year grand juries
have been reporting on the unfor-
tunate condition of the poor in this
institution, and it is a feature of
special gratification that an effort is
about to be made for the improve-
ment of the housing of these unfor-
tunate ones—these shipwrecks of for-
tune—who in so many instances are
suffering because of the wrong of
others.

The cause of education is to be
further encouraged by an additional
grant. Including the additions of
the Session of 1909, the grant now
reaches a total of nearly $300,000
annually. It is to be hoped that
the teaching of agriculture, hygiene
and particularly navigation will re-
ceive much more attention at the
hands of the school boards than in

the past.

The effort which is to be made
to complete the lighthouse service is

one well worth the time of the prac-
tical fisherman who is now the Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries. As a
representative of a northern fishing

constituency it affords me special
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pleasure to note the suggestions
made by the Minister, and the earn-
est attention which they have receiv-
ed at the hands of the Executive
Government. Plans for the extension
of wireless telegraphy are also
receiving careful consideration and I
am convinced that the proposals to
be laid before you in that connection
will give proof of the practical abil-
ity and painstaking effort of the
Minister.

The extension of telegraph service
to the district of St. Barbe is re-
ferred to in His Excellency’s Speech.
This northern peninsula of New-
foundland has year after year been
treated with disdain. The coast from
the bottom of White Bay to Cape
Norman, thence to Bonne Bay, re-
presents a vast stretch without one
telegraph station, except only the
Marconi wireless station at Point
Riche. And yet this district of St.
Barbe has not been without its
claim to consideration at the hands
of past governments. Through the
courtesy of Mr. H. Y. Mott 1 have
before me a statement of the esti-
mated annual values of the agricul-
tural and fishing industries of the
district. I shall not on this occasion
delay the House by referring to these
estimates in detail, but a conserva-
tive estimate places the total annual
value of agriculture at $50,000 and
the fisheries at nearly a quarter of a
million dollars. The extension of this

and telegraph and also the wireless
system will be a a special boon to the
district of St. Barbe which is at the
present time a veritable Siberia.

I would like to have an opportunity
of referring to the herring and minor
fisheries; the proposed amendment
to the law, with respect to the con-
veyance and employment of women
connection with the Labrador fishery;
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the development of ocur mineral
sources; and the proposed Act
give to .the original discoverer
a mine an interest therein, no mag
on whose land it may be situate
the indefatigable efforts of the Pri
Minister, on behalf of Newfoundlak
while he was in London attending ¢
Conference on Imperial Defene
but I feel that I have already undu
trespassed upon the patience of f#
House.

I cannot resume my seat, howeve
without referring to the intere
which Newfoundland took in the ¥
cent Conference in London on Impé
ial Defence, and the interest ng
manifest in the approaching Festivg
of Empire,

Loyalty to Great Britain has evg
been the watch word of Newfoundlar
and her sons.We are proud of ot
rank as Britain’s oldest Colony; W
are glad to tax ourselves for th
training and upkeep of a naval
serve, and prouder still of the recort
of our boys who fought for flag ang
honour on the veldt; but we must re
member that, without the fostering
of commercial interests with the OIg
Home Land, the noble sentiment of
patriotic loyalty cannot be strength:
ened and protected in this age of in:
sistent business interests, when every
sentiment is strained by conflicting
commercial activities. Just as the
living wire by which our thoughts are
conveyed by dot and dash across the
waters is sheathed in baser mat-
erial, to protect it from abrasion, 8o
the sentiments towards the homeland
most be protected. Mere commercial
interests, mere pounds, shillings and
pence, can never form a bond be=
tween our Colony and the Mother
Land, which would take the place of
that thin red cord of blood, by which
the Colonies are bound to Britain, th.e%
heart of the Emvire; but such inter-
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ests are essential as a protection for
that vital cord of pulsating sentiment
which makes many of the strongest
inhabitants of the earth our brethren.
1 shall never forget the brilliant ora-
(ory of the Right Honourable Leader
of the Opposition when, as Prime
\linister, he had the distinguished
honor of introducing a Bill to set
apart one day in the year as HEmpire
pay, in memory of the Great Vie-
toria, but unless the representatives
whom Newfoundland send from time
to time to represent her at London
use every effort not merely to foster
the sentiment of loyalty, but to de-
velop economic interests, we are
not doing our best for the cause of
Britain and the unity of the Empire.

I move, Mr Speaker, that a Select
Committee be appoin‘ed to draft an
Address in Reply to the gracious
Speech with which His Excellency

has been pleased to open this ses-
gsion of the Legislature.
MR. DEVEREUX—I have very

much pleasure in seconding the mo-
tion to appoint a Committee to draft
9 reply to the Speech which His Ex-
cellency has been pleased to deliver
to us to-day. Before 1 go into the
various paragraphs of the speech, 1
should like to refer to His Excellency
and his advent amongst us. England
has been ever careful since the ear-
liest dawn of her history to send
abroad as her representatives to for-
eign countries and courts her most
eminent men, We ,in Newfoundland,
the Oldest Colony, have reason to
know this, and it is, therefore, very
pleasing that in our present Gov-
ernor, England has followed the same
course as in the past. The hon.
member who has just spoken has re-
ferred to His Excellency in very
eloquent language, and I endorse
€very thing he has said, for 1 Dbe-
lieve His Excellency to be a man
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eminently fitted to hold the high
office of Governor of the Colony, and
capable of performing with justice
and ability the many duties connect-
ed with it. He is a man of interna-
tional reputation, of a clear and ex-
pansive mind and varied experi-
ence, and comes to this Island with
high honors as the representative of
the Crown. In Sir Ralph Williams
we have one whose advice and abil-
ity will be of great practical benefit
in the carrying out of the develop-
ment of the country, and there is
good reason for hope that his suc-
cess here will be even greater than
that which followed him in his work
of Empire building in other colonies.

The Speech from the Throne out-
lines an immense policy—a policy
that could only emanate from a strong
Government of the people and by
the people, a policy that 1 hope and
trust will make it impossible for
our staple industry to suffer, as it
has in the past, from the undue pres-
sure of combines and other causes,
whereby the price has been cut from
seven dollars per quintal to three
dollars and a half per quintal. I af-
firm that no Government should ever
permit such a thing to happen again,
that no corporation should be able
to raise or lower the price of fish at
their sweet will. The practice of
80 doing has been the vogue for the

past fifty years, and perhaps cor-
porations not combined are to
blame, but that evil system has

been an incubus and a burden on the
country for so many years. The
great statesman, Sir Willlam White-
way, saw the necessity for a change
twenty-five years ago. He saw that
to compete witk our rivals we had
to change our old ways, to seek other
avenues of work, and not to put all
our eggs in one basket—not to re-
main ploughing always in the same
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old furrow. These magic words of a
great statesman, spoken a quarter of
a century ago, and followed by the
institution of his blessed policy of
progress and development, awoke
the people from the lethargy into
which they had fallen. During his
term of office 600 miles of railway
had been buiit, the land was opened
up, developed and occupied, and it is
this same policy of progress which
Sir William Whiteway inaugurated
25 years ago, which is to be carried
out by our present Premier, Sir Ed-
ward Morris.

It is an Important fact, and one
which cannot have escaped notice, if
the fishery catech is twenty thousand
or twenty-five thousand quintals over
the average, the fish declines in price

in the foreign markets. It drops
some times to less than half the
usual price. During the past few
yvears this has repeatedly occurred,

and it has brought ruin and distress
to our people. This should be rem-
edied, as I believe it will, under the
auspices of the present administra-

tion. The distress arising out of this
could have been alleviated by the
last Government, for if during the

eight years they were in power they
had but eighteen or twenty miles of
railway annually, they would have
done an incalculable amount of good,
and it would have been almost im-
possible to oust them from power.
The policy of the present Prime
Minister is to build branch railways,
and this spells prosperity for our
country. The men of Bonavista Bay,
who wanted to come here during the
winter months, for business or gome
personal reason, had to suffer incred-
ible hardships. But now, with the
advent of the railway, they will be
able to travel in comfort, and we
thank Ged that that part of our
coast will have a fair show now.
The sealers of Bonavista Bay and
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Trinity Bay, who wanted berths
the ice, had to tramp all the

to St. John's and suffer great hap
ships on the road. Now all this w
be changed. Branch railways i
extend all over the country, and tk
north as well as the south will sog
experience their beuefits. In n
opinion, our cross-country line is li}
a river. As a river is of no greg
beenfit to a country without trib
taries, so our main trunk line is ¢
very little use until it is conneecte
with branch lines from all parts ¢
the ccuntry. The people may ng
experience the benefits of it all
once, but in time, in from six to te
vears, they will come to realiz
what they mean. People will settl
along those lines, will raise cattly
and sheep, as the case may be. Im
migrants will come and settle there
and with our own people help f&¢
improve the t_ading facilities of the
country

They go in their thousands to Can-
ada every year, settle along the rail-
way lines, in direct communication
with them. It is through their ef=
forts that Canada has become one of
the greatest wheat growing couns
tries in the world. They have made
Canada a nation. It is said that
Canada in one season can grow suffi=
cient wheat to supply England, and
even the Continent, for nearly two
vears.

This Government has come back
with a mandate from the people to
inangurate a new epoch. Would it
not be a grand thing if it were car-
ried out? The people are only too
ready and willing to do their share,
and if we do ours, abundant pros:
perity is ahead of us.

A few words in reference to the
Board of Trade. It has a great deal
of work hefore it, and although I am



not @ member of i_t,. yet 1 Thave
watched very keenly its growth, es-
pecially during the last few months,
and the stand it has taken on the
freight questions, the culling of fish

and other matters. It has, through
itg able and courteous Secretary,
contributed largely to the advance-

ade in general all over
the country. I would like to say
here, just now, however, that the
Legislature is the place for dealing
with certain measures, especially
those affecting or regulating the fate
of our staple industry. Last year
one of the most vital questions with
which this country had to deal was
the cull of the fish. As the stand-
ardization of fish is able to make a
difference of many thousands of 4ol
lars to the trade, it should not he
delegated to any board or corpora-
tion, but the Legislature itself, which
is responsible to the people, should
alone formulate regulations for the
proper grading of our stanle. I trus:
that, in a few years from now,
through the efficacy and by the ef-
forts of the Board of Trade, it will
be impossible for any friction to
arise effecting our great industry in
future. Another very necessary thing
18 an agent in every country with
which we deal. If we follow in the
footsteps of Norway, we will have
an agent in every port, working up
new markets, seeing that the cargoes
are up to the standard, and that the
markets are not glutted. In order
to get a high price for our fish in the
Mediterranean ports we must have,
at least, a wide awake agent in

ment of tr

every port, and we must also bear in-

mind that our fish should be stand-
ardized. Cannot we standardize our
fish? It is not as difficult to stand-
ardize as wheat. Canada has stand-
ardized her wheat and her apples
and many other commodities, and as

a result has built up enormous mar-
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kets thereby. Twenty-five years ago
flour in Canada was not standardized,
and if 10,000 barrels came here no-
bedy would know if it was high
grade or low grade flour. To-day, if
you ordered a quantity of any par-
ticular standard of flour, you were
as sure to get it as if you were on
the spot to see it put up and shipped.
Standardizing has done that, and the
confidence which it-imspires has heen
a large factor in the development of
the Canadian wheat products.

I am further glad to note that the
Government is going to do away with
the paying of poor relief in poor
orders, and to pay in cash. It is
tume to do away with the pale white
note, the symbol of pauperism, the
emblem of degradation. Last year,
while around visiting my district, 1
came acress some pathetic incidents.
Why should the widows, the orphans,
the aged and the infirm be discrim-
inated against? In connection with
this there is another matter which
should have immediate attention, and

which should at once be discontin-
uer, and that is the permitting of
shopkeepers and business men to

hold the position of Relieving Offi-
cers. If a poor person goes into one
of these business pecvole for his
order, one dollar or ten dollars, as
the case may be, he or she will not
be able to get out without having to
buy something, perhaps an article
which is not needed at all. It is
time to do away with this mode of
payment. The widow t(he orphan,
should be paid in cash, so that they
could get the same full value for
their dollar as we do.

I am also pleased to see that the
Government has not been content
with the increase which was made in
the educational grant last year, but
are prepared to go further this year.
We need more money for the poorer
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districts, and I congratulate the on whom the whole commerce
Government on this increase. The prosperity of this country depends.,

colleges here in the city are up to
the first class London or continental
schools, but if we go but twenty
miles from $St. John’'s, what do we
find? We find that the children in
the small coves and minor settle-
ments are unprovided with even ele-
mentary educational facilities, owing
to the educational boards not having
sufficient funds. Those who have
charge of the education of the child-
ren do all they can, but the insuffi-
ciency of the grants precludes any
improvement in many places, where
education is so much desired. 1 hope
that the Government will see that
every settlement in the Colony will

have at least a teacher for six
months of the year.

There is another important mat-
ter, namely, the placing of more
lighthouses around the coast. If we
go up or down the coast of Nova

Scotia, which represents an immense
line, we find first class lighthouses
situated every ten or fifteen miles.
Here in our own country we have
very few to protect our hardy fisher-
men, who have to spend six or eight
months on the ocean, from Trocks,
shoals and breakers. In the Dist-
rict of Placentia and St. Mary's they
number not more than six, and doub-
le that number are required. Dovwn
on the Labrador, where hundreds of
thousands of our fish are caught,
there are only two lighthouses, on
a coast-line of immense length. If
we want to keep our people in the
country, if we want to save them
from the hungry sea, if we want to
keep them from going to Sydney,
Ontario or the extreme North-west,
we must guard our shores by first
class lighthouses, so as to ensure
them some safety in their precarious
calling, so as to contribute to the
comfort and safety of our fishermen,

As regards steam trawling on
Banks, I believe this matter w |
rectify = itself. Those trawlers ap
very expensive. They are too ‘_
pensive to make the industry
In St. Malo they have merged, it {
said, three steam trawilng cuncer'
S0 as to economise in their expen
ture. It is said that some firms sol
out last year, and the consequeng
is, I believe, that it will cure itselj
It has resolved itself into an inter
national affair, and we have Franece
Canada, United States and Englang
deliberating on what is best to be
done. The result of their delibera
tions will be looked to with interest

I notice that a Royal Commissior
has been sent to the West Indies
Our representative has proceeded
there, and I hope that something
will be done in this matter. 0-:
trade with the West Indies, since
1840, has declined somewhat, or at
least there has been no improvement.
If we are to regain that trade, if we
are to make up that lost ground, we
must build steamers or else subsi-
dize them. |

With regard to the Election Aect,
no man knows what this means to
the outport man. Thousands of out-
port men were disfranchised last
year because when the vote was tak-
en they were away from home. I
have knOwn schooners to stay at
home in order that their crews might
be able to vote, and so lost a week's
work. I hope, sir, the country w
endorse what the Ministry is doing
in this respect. h

With regard to pulp-making at
Grand Falls, no one here can realize
the greatness of that industry. To-
morrow when we take up our papers.
we will be able to appreciate what
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nas been done. 1 hope the time w?ll
qeyer come when any Ministry will
permit pulp wecod to be export-
ad. If you 80 to Bonavista Bay you
will see thousands of logs which
were cut some years ago to be ex-
ported to England. I hope that no
sinistry will allow pulp to be ex-
ported rrom this Colony. The ad-
vantages to the Colony’'s manufactur-
ing the products is too great. To
show the difference between the val-
qe of pulp wood and pulp, I will read
an extract from a speech by J. R.
gtratton, Member of Parliament in
Canada, in a recent debate at Ot-

ever

tawa :

Value of Pulp Wood.

«A cord of pulp wood, whether in
the tree or on the whart, is worth
from $2 to $7 a cord. In low grade
paper it 1s worth from $28 to $45 a
cord, and when it is made into high
srade paper it is worth $50 to $100
per ton. The quantity of pulp wood
exported last year was 794,896 cords,
or a value of $4,356,391, or about
¢5.75 a cord. If that were made into
paper, at $50 wvper ton, it would
amount to $37,743,300, a difference
of $33,000,000 in favor of having it
manufactured into paper in this
country. That would be a ninefold
increase. If in the next ten Yyears
we exported 10,000,000 cords at $5.75,
that would be $57,600,000. Takingz the
same quantity of paper at $50 a ton,
it would realize $500,750,000, a differ-
ence in favor of Canada of $462,250,-
000, That represents the gain that
(anada would have in the employ-
ment of labor in the process of
manufacture, a ninefold increase, in
addition to the employment given to
mechanics.

“1f we take 1,000 feet board meas-
ure of pine lumber and have it cut,
it would have a value of about $18
to $20 per thousand feet. The labor
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in that would represent %7 or  $8.
Converted into paper, its value
would be about $31.50, the labor be-
ing about $12. The proportion of
investment would be about %5 ir a
saw mill to $41 in a pulp mill, so
that from the point of view of in-
vestment of capital there is an ad-
vantage in favor of the pulp mill of
about $36. This will demonstrate to
the people of this country that i1if we
adopt a policy of having our pulp
wood manufactured into paper, we
will greatly benefit our national in-
dustries, whereas in allowing the pulp
wood to be exported to other coun-
tries we are sacrificing the great ad-
vantage it would be to Canada to
have it manufactured here. If we
pursued such a policy we would
have here, instead of a small sum
of $57,500,000 in the next ten years,
$462,250,000 more, an advantage that
I am sure the people of this country
desire to see Canada receive.”

This will show the value of pulp
over pulp wood and, of course, it
would be better if we could get the
paper manufactured here, but 1 hope
that in the near future it will be
possible for some company to go
there and conduct the whole process,
for it is the greatest industry the
country has ever had.

I don't propese to detain the Houee
any longer, as I fear I have already
been tedious. 1 hope and trust the

Address in Reply will be carried
unanimously.
RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND—

Mr. Speaker, it would be exceedingly
ungracious on my part if at this
early stage of our pnroceedings I were
to say anything to disturb the felicity
which appears to prevail in the ranks
of my opponents. An ancient philos-
opher once declared that “a unity of
discords is the sweetest of har-
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monies.” How abundantly is this
verified to-day. 1 trust, sir, that
nothing I may say will ditsurb that
harmony. 1 shall be exceedingly
brief because, sir, there will be am-
ple time before the Legislature closes
to deal with the various matters that
will demand our attention and, fur-
ther, it is not in accordance with
modern parliamentary procedure to
deal at length with the matters re-
ferred to in the Speech from the
Throne, which must subsequently
come before the House in the form
of Bills and Resolutions. No matter
10w much I may differ from the con-
slusion and deductions expressed by
‘he honourable members who have
just taken their seats, I shall not at
this time criticise their remarks be-
cause, sir, I have too much respect
and sympathy for junior members in
their maiden efforts. $Sir, 1 have
had a seat on the floors of this House
for thirty years and 1, therefore,
speak from long experience when 1
say that it is not an easy matter for
even the oldest parliamentarian to
stand up and express himself as my
friends opposite have done to-day.
To be a fluent and graceful speaker
is a great accomplishment. The man
who can think upon his feet . and
express himself with tact and en-
ergy possesses a double power for
good or for evil in the community in
which he resides. I, therefore, con-
vey to the mover and seconder of
the Address in Reply my sincerest
congratulations upon the manner in
which they have discharged their
duty, and I would go a little further
vnd, in the language that Shakespeare
wuts into the mouth of Wolsey, 1
vould say, “Let all the ends you aim
ut be your country’s, your God’'s and
Truth’s,” and then, no matter on
which side of the House you may
hereafter sit, you will not be with-

out influence for good upon the fu-

ture of your country. And now, Mr,

ture of your country.

And now, Mr. Speaker, 1 will un-
dertake to briefly review the speech’
which the Ministry has put into the
mouth of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor. It looms up before us like
a ballocon. Its proportions are at-
tributable to the gas it contains, and
bye and bye, when we prick it with
the needle of truth and common
sense and good judgment, we shall
find that it will collapse. Let me say
at once that this speech is more re-
markable for what it does not con-
tain than for what it does contain,
Its principal contents are endorse-
ments of the policies which I have
been advocating for thirty years. We
have had the honorable members
dilating most eloquently upon the
railway policy. I am one of the
fathers of railway development in
this country. In the year 1878 1
went to the country to advocate the
principles of railway extension. This
railway policy would have done
much more than it has if it had not
been marred by the acts of those who
for a brief period occupied seats on
the floor of this House. I am not
going to deal at any length with
this matter, because another oppor-
tunity for criticism will be offered
when the contracts come before the
House, and then, perchance, we will
deal with it in a manner which will
be acceptable to the pecople, if not to
the majority of this House. Again,
sir, I see in the speech an endorsa-
tion of my poiley.

We have a paragraph in this
speech referring to the opening of
the paper mills at Grand Falls. Let
vour meyories go back a few vyears
and you will remember that down
yonder a public meeting was held to
denounce me because of the intro-
duction of a bill which has brought
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apout a BEW era of progress. 1Is Ei_t
not 2 tact—turn up the fyles of the
newspapers and see—that the very
men behind the present Government
and part and parcel of it were the
men Wwho stepped upon the platform
and in most undignified language
denounced me because of the intro-
duction of a charter that has made
this great era possible. It is tae
irony of fate that these men should
come and admit the wisdom of tae
part that 1 took as leader of the
ate Government in introducing It.
1 would go further and say that 1
was personally instrumental in 1in-
dqucing Mr. Harmsworth to come to
this country. I am exceedingly
grateful for the expressions of ap-
proval which have dropped from the
lips of my friends opposite, and from
the lips of the Governor, wno is but

the mouthpiece of his honorable
ministers.
Again, ®ir, I “Ywil take the

speech once more, and I find a para-
graph devoted to agriculture. I find

that ministers will propose the adop-
tion of measures towards the vigor-
ous development of agriculture. Pro-
vision will be made for the establish-
ment of agricultural societies, and
new and reliable seeds and stock
will be introduced and distributed
throughout the country. The agricul-
tural policy is peculiarly one which
the late Government took in hand.
Will the House forget—can it forget
—that only a brief two years ago |
introduced into this House a bill
which had for its object the estab-
lishment of a model farm. That bill
was endorsed by the great majority
of this House, in fact I think by the
whole House—I don’t think there
was any division. It was stated
when the bill was introduced that
the Government intended to get
down an expert from Canada and

place him in charge of the model
farm, and for the purpose of giving
object lessons and instructing the
vouths in this science. It was also
stated that this expert would lec-
ture before the schools and colleges
and be a teacher of teachers, so that
the knowledge he would impart might
go to the outports and be conveyed
to the rising generation. The late
Government having passed the bill
proceeded to invite to this country
one of the greatest experts Canada
has produced, Professor Zavitz, who
only stands second to Professor
Robertson, if he does so. By the Kkind
permission of the Government of Ot-
tawa, and through the advocacy of
Professor Creelman of Guelph, we
succeeded in getting Professor Zavitz
down here. And how was he treated?
We have only to take up the news-
papers of that day to see that he was
abused in every mood and tense as
a blackguard or worse. And yet I
am told that the present Government
iz going to invite Professor Robert-
son to give us of his time and atten-
tion upon the question of agricul-
ture. I hope he hasn’'t seen the
record of the attack made upon his
colleague, Zavitz. Again, what
inconsistencies we have. We are told
that the Government is going to
introduce good stock into this
country for the purpose of distribut-
ing it throughout the outports. 1
know a litle about their acts in that
direction also. My government suc-
ceeded in gefting a young Truro
graduate to come and take charge of
the model farm, but he was persecu-
ted out of his position by the present
Government, who got hold of a

young man with no experience and
virtually put him over his head.
They sent that young man to Canada
to select cattle and horses with the
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result that he brought in cattle
every one of which was diseased. 1
make this statement upon a copy of
a certificate of a veterinary surgeon,
who gave it to the gentleman in
charge of the farm. This certificate
I now hold in my possession, and it
shows that the cattle imported by the
Government were all diseased, with-
out one single exception. So much
for the new agricultural policy.

There is a great temptation to deal
with each paragraph in turn of the
Speech from the Throne, but as [
have to catch my train, having made
no arrangements to stay the night in
town I cannot delay too long. But
allow me to quote again from this
Speech. ‘It has also been demon-
strated that our fresh codfish can be
expeditiously and economically con-
veyed long distances and in all
temperatures without deterioration.”
To what does this refer? Does this
refer to the Solling process? Is this
the process that is going to revolu-
tionize the whole fish industry of

this country? I have read a little
about the Solling process. I have
read all that has been published
about it. But that is very little,
practically nothing. All I have read
is the literature that has Dbeen
printed or the information furnished
hy the Hon. the Leader of the
Government. I have read in the

““Standard of Empire’ that a method
has been discovered, called the
Solling Process, a method by which
fish can be put in an envelope which
can be sealed. I have read 1in the
Government organs that fish can be
packed in nonporous paper and after-
wards placed with broken up ice and
kept fresh. I do not for one mo-
ment doubt that codfish can be put
up in that way and remain perfectly
fresh and in good c¢ondition. I think

it may prove of very great value C
those who have a few friends abroag
to whom they desire to send a pres:
ent of some fresh fish or to some
poor women in the outharbours whe
may wish to send a small parcel of
fish to the grocer. But this is ne
reolutionizing the fish industry.
do this it would be necessary to di‘_
place some one hundred and fifty
thousand quintals of dried fish. Dare
any rational being tell this delibera.
tive assembly that we are going teo
have 150,000 quintals of fish packed
in separate papers. If the process ',_'
the same as has been described, will
any commercial man state there ig
even a possibility of displacing thig
huge quantity of fish in this way. |
am afraild, Sir, that this proposition,
like others, will fade away as many
others and notably that memorable
and historical Makinson cod. |

I notice in the Speech from the
Throne there is a statement that the
financial condition of the country for
the half year ending with December
was better than it has ever been in
the history of the Colony. Well, Sir,
if this be so, who has to be thanked
for it? Surely not the present Gov:
ernment, who have only been in
power six months. If, Mr. Speaker,
that increase of revenue is from the
customs duties, then, it was collected
under a tariff received from their
predecessors. If the increase of
revenue is from that source, then,
Sir, it is the result of the work of
the late Government which, since the
vear 1900, directed their energies to
the advancement of trade and com-
merce, and the fostering of the
industries of the Colony. It is the
result of the energetic action of the
Government of which I had the l:m'
our of being the leader. 1 say, 8ir,
that no members on the other side of
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the House can challenge the state-
ment that the present financial state
»¢ the country is no way attributable
to the present Government, and they
are in no way to be congratulated
upon it as their act and deed. Not
even their most ardent admirers, if
they have any admirers (they have
followers and supporters, but I do
not think they have any admirers)
will seriously contend that they have
in any way contributed during their
six months in office towards the aug-
mentation of the revenue.

gir, I commenced by stating that
this Speech from the Throne was re-
markable more for what it does not
contain than for what it does con-
tain. And in this respect I may men-
tion the conference which was held
in England last year in ‘which we
were represented, on the question of
Imperial Defence. By taking part in
that conference we admitted our
responsibility in the premises. The
Speech from the Thone is silent as
to what the Government of this coun-
try has determined to be the mea-
sure of that responsibility. We are
told that ‘“the sympathy and practi-
cal support exhibited by the sister
nations towards the Mother Country
challenge the respect and command
the admiration of the world,” but it
does not contain any intimation as to
what this Colony is going to do in
the matter of Imperial Defence.
Within the past few months we
have joined with our sister Colonies
and His Majesty’s Government in
a Conference on the subject of the
Defence of the Empire. By attending
that Conference we admitted our
share of responsibility in the premi-
ses. What has the Government
decided to be the measure of our
_responsibility? What are we going
to contribute towards our own

protection? That is the question. 1
read an article in the London press
which 1 afterwards saw copied in the
two local Government nespapers, at-
tributing to the Premier of this
Colony the statement that Newfound-
land possessed fishermen capable of
manning all the battleships in the
British navy. Is it possible that was
put forward in lieu of other contri-
butions? I am very loathe to believe
that a responsible Minister of the
Crown, and a special delegate too on
the question of Imperial Defence,
gave utterance to such a statement,
for it was not only a very silly*®
statement but an absolutely incor-
rect one. It is not difficult to imagine
what His Majesty’s Government, the
naval authorities and all the in-
telligent people who read the
alleged statements must have
thought of it.

These two great leading au-
thorities on nava matters, Admiral
Sir John Fisher and Lord Charles
Beresford, while they disagree in
some naval matters entirely agree
on this—that no man is fit to serve
on board of a batteship in time. of
war unless he has had six years of
special training for the service.
Apart from the few young fishermen
who are undergoing a course of
instruction on board of the Calypso,
there is not a fishermen in the island
who could qualify for immediate
naval service. In the days of old,
when the Drakes and Hawkins, Gil-
berts and Raleighs, Grenvilles and
Oxenhams, the Nelsons and Colling-
woods so splendidly upheld the ma-
jesty of Great Britain upon the seas
the Newfoundland fisheries formed
the nursery for the navies of Britain,
France and Portugal. It was the sail-
ing period which began about 1571
and ended about the middle of the
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nineteenth century. Then the ma-
gic wand of science waved over the
face of the waters, transforming all
that moved thereon into new and
more powerful shapes. Navies were
changed from wood to steel; from un
armoured to armoured, the motive
power from sails to steam, and the
guns from muzzle loading (0 breech
loading. The tactics and methods
ol naval warfare changed totally and
the raw fisherman as a naval recruit
became as extinct as the Dodo. To-
day naval warfare means battle at
long range fire—to even twenty-five
‘miles—and navy crews have to be
experts in the manipulation of mod
ern gunnery, of torpedoes and float-
ing mines. The idea then that fisher
men may be taken from their boats
untrained and undisciplined to
man the battleships of to-day is en
tirely fallacious..

In this very same connection
I might also observe that 1 saw In
the Canadian press a statement al-
leged to have been made before the
Board of Trade of Monteal and Tor-
onto by the Minister of Fisheries,
Mir. Piccott, that the Canadian Gov-

ernment would have to man their
proposed navy from the ranks of
Newfoundland fishermen. If the

Minister of Fisheries made such a
statement then he evidently took his
cue from that which was attributed
to the Premier. Now, if these state-
ments were made, and seriously
made, what about the fisheries and
irade of the colony? But, of course,
they could not have been seriously
considered. It was what our Ameri-
can cousins would term ‘“‘flapdoodle,”
and our British Brethern mere ‘“‘brag
and bluff.”” If fishermen are the
God-appointed class from which the
navies of Great Britain and Greater
Britain must be manned, then, sir, 1
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would observe that in the Britig
Isles there are to be found fiy
times as many fishermen as we haveg
and in Canada they have 87,000 fish
ermen to our 20,000. But to retupn
to the main point. It was only reas
onable to anticipate that some de

finite infermation would have be
given in the Speech from thg Thron

on this all-important question of de
fence. ASs soon as the delegates
the Imperial Conference returned tg
their respective governments a pub
lic announcement was made con
cerning the obligations that had been
entered into with His Majesty’s Gov
ernment, and immediately upon tht
opening of Parliament a prograunie
was outlined. Canada has under
taken to provide ten million dollars
towards defence., New Zealand has
undertaken to make special provision
for the payment of one million, twg
hundred thousand dollars annually
until the cost of a Dreadnought is
defrayed, and after that for an an-
nual payment of seven hundred and
fifty thousand dollars for the main-
tenance and upkeep of the ships

What are we going to do? 1Is our
part to end in brag and bluff? Are
we going to wrap the flattering unc:
tion around our souls that we have
done the whole of our duty by the
payment of five thousand pounds &
year, towards defraying the cost of
the training of a few fisher lads? I
submit, sir, that if we can afford to
throw away four or five million dol-
lars on wild-cat railway schemes we
can at least afford to do our duty in
this conection. If we do nothing,
can we expect the protection of the
British fleet whén war with all its
horrors is upon the nation of which
we form a part? A recent able and
dispassionate writer on the question
of Imperial Defence has declared that
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the world Powers are arranging
themselves in four divisions, the first
and second of which are led by Great
gritain and Germany, respectively;
that Germany is rapidly developing
ner navy while Great Britain 1s ar-
ranging all her plans in view of a
world storm which may be expected
to burst within the next two years.
The whole of our food supply, the
whole of our trade is ocean borne.
when the storm comes where shall
we find ourselves? If we do not bear
osur proper proportion of the cost of
defence, can we Treasonably expect
the protection of the British fleet
when the days of adversity come?
gelf-interest as well as self-respect
should lead us to do our duty. There
con be no real material progress
without security, for capital is timid.
o far as we are concerned our secur
ity.must be bound up with the power
and sufficiency of the British Navy.

I am not speaking upon this sub-
ject for the purpose of raising alarm
I am speaking for the purpose of
showing we participated in the Con-
ference on Imperial Defence, and
that having participated and so ad-
mitted our responsibility, it is now
for us to do our duty.

Again I regret to observe that we
are left entirely in the dark as to the
part the Government is to take in
the great Imperial Exhibition to be
opened in Liondon in Mayv next. A
few weeks ago I was honored by re-
ceiving from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, who is one of the Vice-Presi-
dents, a letter asking for my views
on this matter, and I had pleasure
in promptly and candidly expressing
them. I took the position first that
the Colony should certainly partici-
pate, but it should not be a mean
part; and secondly that the Govern-
ment should assume the whole res-

ponsibility in the premises, and
that it was not a matter that should
be relegated to a commitiee of the
citizens of St. John’s, These opin-
ions were not expressed in any mere
party spirit. They were not intended
to be embarassing but helpful, and
the elaboration of these views at this
time will, I trust, be received in the
spirit in which they are intended.
Why should the Colony take part in
this Festival of Empire? Not berause
an opportunity offers to join in an
unprecedented and elaborate page-
ant, but because it is going to afford
a unique opportunity for the adver-

tising of the Colony’s natural re-
sources. I have read a report of the
proceedings at a recent meeting of a
committee appointed by citizens to
deal with this matter, and the idea
appeared to be a mere “At Home to
all the dependencies of the Crown.”

I think this was rather a cramped
view. to take of the matter. The
vastness of the preparations that are
being made indicate that the Festival
of Empire is to be no ordinary event.
The beautiful grounds of the Crys-
tal Palace, at Sydenham, are to be
converted into a vast amphitheatre,
where fifteen thousand performers
will tell the story of old London.
This story will be the magnet to
draw together not only the sons and
daughters of the Empire, but people
from all ends of the earth, for in this
story of the greatest city of the great-
est Empire the world has ever known
the dwellers in all parts of the world
are deeply interested. London, whose
origin is hidden in the mists of an-
tiguity, but whose commercial great-
ness dates back to the time of the
Roman occupation of Britain, shortly
after the dawn of the Christian
era, occupied a pre-eminent position,
not only in shaping and making of
Great Britain and its Colonial Em-
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pire, but also in turning the scale in
favor of those liberties of which the
*whole civilized world is proud to-day.
What a story will be unfolded! It
was London that wrested from King
John our great Charter of Liberties;
it was London that gave to Great
Britain her Empire of India and to
our Sovereign his Imperial Crown.
In its corporate capacity it is the
mother of local self-government thru-
out the Empire—looking back over an
unbroken history of seven hundred
vears. It was London that laid the
foundation of that Greater Britain of
which we form a part, of which we
are the foundation stone. The story
could not be complete without the
inclusion of Newfoundland.

The link between this Colony and
the city of London is of ancient date.
It goes back to the year 1610, when
a charter was granted under the
Great Seal of the Realm to that il-
lustrious philosopher, Lord Bacon,
Alderman John Guyv, of Bristol, and
forty merchants of the City of Lon-
don, to colonize in Newfoundland.
That was the beginning of our Col-

onial Empire, which is now worll
wide, But it is not in the senti-
ments of the picturesque that we

find a jurisdiction for our participa-
tion in this movement; it is rather
in the great possibility of commer-
cial advantage. While the pageant
and the story it is to tell will Dbe
the means of drawing together peo-
ple from all the ends of the earth,
the courts in the Crystal Palace as-
signed to the exhibits of the states
of the Empire will furnish an ad-
vertising medium never presented to
us before, and that possibly may
never be presented again. This is
the reason that presents itself to my
mind why this Colony should take
part in the Festival of Empire. Why
should the Government assume the
responsibility in the premises? Be-

cause 1t i1s not a matter concernin
alone the citizens of St. John's. Be
cause it is a matter that affects the
whole people of the Colony, and theg
Government are the lawful trusteeg
for the whole people. Because, f¢
turn this movement into a com
mercial success for the people of the
Coleony, ample funds must be forth
coming, and the Government anm
alone responsible for the expendi
ture of public money. If we are
convinced that good is likely to re
sult to the people of this country from
its participation in this exhibition
then the whole country should con
tribute, and this they would do if
the necessary funds are providec
from the Exchequer; the Government
cannot properly delegate this matter
to a committee of citizens. Again, by
the Government taking hold and
suming responsibility, an importance
and value will attach to our exhibit
that it otherwise will rot possess,
and, further, the Government of the
country should be in a position te
acquire exhibits where private citi-
zens will fail. The Newfoundland
Government in the past has made
our participations in exhibitions
erand success, and invariably the
Government of the Colony has as-
sumed the whole responsibility. I
was so in 1887 at the Fishery Ex-
hibition in London, where we won
four or five gold medals and as
many silver and bronze. It was so
in 1907, at the Earl's Court Exhibi-
tion, when we received the highest
enconiums and diplomas, and it will
be so now if the Government do
their whole duty. Whatever is done,
whoever does it, I hope that fishery
exhibits will be kept in the back-
ground. The whole ecivilized world
knows that we are a fishing country,
but the worst of it is they do not re-
gard the country in any other light.
We should show the world by large
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and choice exhibits of minerals, soil,
puilding stones, timber and agricul-
tural products, that we have some-
thing more than fish awaiting enter-

prise and capital.

There are other matters omitted
from the Speech from the Throne, on
which we might reasonably have ex-
pected mention to be made. There
is« no word about old age pensions,
1t might have been expected that
some mention would have been made
of that matter, as a pledge on that
subject was given to the electorate
in the manifesto of the Government.

We might have expected some
mention to be made of the subject of
direct steam communication between
this country and the British West
Indies, but there is not a word. This
was another pledge. We have waited
a long time for the fulfilment of these
promises.

THE HON. THE PREMIER—Not
as long as for smelting of ore on
Bell Island.

SIR ROBERT BOND—What does

the hon. member mean? That there
are no smelting works at Bell Is-
land cannot be attributed to the late
Government. All that was possible
to be done to induce the companies
to come in was done. A statute was
passed, offering a bounty in order to
encourage the establishment of
smelting in the country. What more
could I do? I could not take the
companies by the throat and say—
Your money or your life. I could
not compel them to come. I held
out the inducement, but I had to
Wait till they found it was to their
advantage to do their smelting here.

We might also have expected some
reference in the Speech to the lum-
bering industry. Apparently there is
a division of opinion in the Govern-
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ment ranks on the question of the
export duty on pulp wood.

THE HON. THE PREMIER—There
is not and never was a division.

SIR ROBERT BOND—I am glad to
hear it. 1 was about to say that the
late Government placed it beyond
peradventure that no pulp wood
should be exported. 1 say, sir, the
late Government are on record as
having done so.

THE HON. THE PREMIER—They
are on record as having done it, but
for another purpose.

SIR ROBERT BOND—There is a
general impression among the pub-
lic that there is a division of opinion
in the Government ranks on this
subject.

THE HON. THE PREMIER—There
is no such impression.

SIR ROBERT BOND—Sir, I have
received letters from several per-
sons lately which go to show that

there is such an impression.

THE HON. THE PREMIER—Can
you name one?

SIR ROBERT BOND—This inter-
ruption is most unseemly. 1 have

received letters and have been inter-
viewed on the subject. There is an
impression abroad that there 1is a
division in the Government party on
the subject of the export of pulp
wood. I hope that legislation will
be taken to prevent the possibility of
such an occurrence, as I regard it
of the utmost importance that the
pulp wood of this country be manu-
factured in the country. I do not say
this for any party purpose, but be-
cause 1 wish to intimate that I shall
stand shoulder to shoulder with the
Government in support of any meas-
ure with this object in view. Pos-
sibly such support may not be need-
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ed, but perchance it may be that the
Premier will find that 1 am right
that there is a difference of opinion.
I regard it as of vital importance
that we should prevent the export
of pulp wood from this country. We
have the pulp industry at Grand
Falls as an object lesson of this.
Whether the pulp wood be on Lab-
rador or within the confines of this
Island, we should insist that the
wood by manufactured in the ccun-
try.

Again, 1 remember there was a
pledge given as regards the reduec-
tion of taxation. I see no intimation
of this in the Speech from the
Throne. There is rather an intima-
tion that there will be an increase;
the production of minerals is to be
taxed.

Is it not an increase of taxation?
It is an increase which may prove to
be a very serious one. I do not
now, indeed, say definitely that T am
opposed to that tax. But for the
sake of argument I say that it may

be a serious matter. If the impres-
sion gets abroad that the Govern-
ment intend to pounce on invested

capital by the imposition of taxation
on minerals, etc.,, it may prevent for-
eign capital from seeking investment
in this country and would thus be
geriously injuring a large number
of the operatives of this country.
The mine on Bell Island has been a
great success. Immense wealth has
been taken from it. I suppose nine
men out of ten would say, unthink-
ingly, that we ought to have taxed it
years ago, considering the advan-
tages it possesses and the facility
with which the mineral can be ex-
tracted, and the unique character of
the workings. The matter was
thought of and discussed by the late
Government, and the decision was
arrived at that it was not wise to
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tax the ore at that time, because ¢
the possibility of the promoters fing
ing good ore elsewhere, or using

substitute as flux for it. But
think it possible that the positio
may have changed to-day; ther

may now be good and sufficlent res
son for sueh taxation.

]l am sorry to have detained 1
House so long; 1 had fully intende
to speak only for some ten or if
teen minutes, and had meant to b
by this time on board the train. -
shall reserve any further comment
have to offer on the various matter
until they come before us in he
form of bills or resolutions. Ther;
will then be ample time for debating
on them fully.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER (SIR E. P. MORRIS)—Although
it is past the hour of adjournment
and as it is not the intention to mee
after tea, I would crave the pers
mission of the House to say a few
words in relation to the matters dis-
cussed here this evening, and shall
reserve myself till another occasgior
to reonly in detail to the various sub-
jects to which the Rt Honourable
the Leader of the Opposition has
referred. 1 am sure that everybody
in this House, and even the oeneral
public outside, when they read the
speech delivered by him, will agre€
with me that we are all under a deb§
of gratitude to him for breaking
hig original resolution of speaking
only for a few minutes, and for en=
tertaining us with the very interest-
ing and unique speech which he has
just delivered. On behalf of the
Government and of those associated
with me on this side of the House,
welcome back to active work and
duty the Right Honourable member.

I am glad to see him here to-day,
and I am glad, not alone personally,
not alone in the interests of the
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country, but in the interestgs of the
government, because what we crave
as a Government is the closet scrut-
iny and examination in detail into
eyery matter that may come before
this House. 1 say that I welcome
him back here into this House for
these reasons and because 1 want
him to bring to the consideration of
211 public matters that care and at-
tention and experience of public af-
rairs which probably few other men
in this country would be able to
pring; and I am, therefore, willing
to concede considerable latitude to
the Right Honourable member in his
gtrictures and criticisms of the Gov-
ernment. I am not going to take
anything he said ill-naturedly. 1
know it is the business of the Op-
position to criticize and make every
possible point when dealing with
the policy of the Government, and 1
find no fault with the honourable
member for his vigorous and very
strong criticism this evening: but 1
am very sorry that such an able and
interesting speech should have been
marred by statements and express
sions and insinuations unworthy of
the honourable member. 1 am sorry,
I say, that such a speech—which is
not the best I have heard him de-
liver, but which is most interesting
from many points—should have been
marred by statements which he must
have known were not at all correct.
In speaking, he referred to me as a
Tory. 1 cannot see that even if 1
were a Tory that I need be ashamed
of that. However, I am not nor have
I ever been a Tory; but when I came
into this House twenty-five years ago
he (Sir Robert Bond) was a Tory
dyed-in-the-wool, a Tory of the worst
type and a member of a Tory Gov-
€rnment, while I sat on the side of
the Houes where he is sitting tow,
amongst fourteen Liberals. If, in-

deed, there is any Liberalism about
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him or those with whom he 1S now
sitting, 1. helped to liberalize them.
In 1885, Sir Willlam Whiteway tem-
porarily left public life, the Tory
Party having taken office and the
honourable member opposite went to
the country and was elected as a
member of the Tory Party for For-
tune Bay, led by Sir Robert Thor-
burn. In 1889, Sir William White-
way went to the country as Leader
of the Liberal Party, which contain-
ed myself and Judge Emerson and
all the other Liberals of that day,
and everyone in this House listening
to me must know that the only claim
the honourable member and other
members of the Tory Party of that
day can have to the name of Liberals
is because we inoculated and liber-
alized them.

He referred to the fact that thirty
years ago, in 1882, he went to the
country under Sir William Whiteway
and was elected on a policy of rail-
way development. This I admit,
but the only legacy left behind as a
result of that policy was a small bit
of road to Harbor Grace and a brok-
en down, bankrupt company. But
in 1890, the policy of railway devel-
opment outlined by Sir William
Whiteway and his party, of which
the Rt. Hon. member and myself
were members, was adopted, and 1
think even he himself will admit
that in the adoption and carrying
out of that policy I had as much to
do as any other member of the party.
He can claim no credit from that
policy without giving me my share.
Those who know me will, I think,
admit that 1 generally do my share
in rowing the boat, and had I the
power to summon back to-night the
illustrious dead who have passed
from our halls, they would testify
that in those days I always did my
part, and that many who afterwards
went out from our Councils and
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claimed the policy as their own
merely sat there picking the brains
of others who were indifferent encug
to permit it.

And then the hon. member, after
claiming that the policy which really
was Sir William Whiteway’'s was his,
went on to state that the only thing
which had marred the railway »nu'
icy was the 1898 Contract, which he
says 1 was a party to. But does he
not know that Mr Shea, who nowv
gsits behind him, was a party to that
contract, and that Hon. Mr. Pitts
and others with whom he has since
associated actually made that c¢nn-
tract? By what right does he throw
his insinuations at me and exempt
those on his side of the House from
blame, if blame there be?

[ care not, Mr. Speaker, by what
name I am called, be it Liberal or
Tory, Unionist or Nationalist. Whilst
I am here in the House, placed here
as the result of votes of the people
of the country, I shall use my best
efforts in their interests and for
their advancement, and I shall allow
no man, either in this House or out-
side of it, to do my thinking. I am
prepared to listen to every sugges-
tion and opinion and every reason
put forward in this House or out-
side, but of the final decision as to
what is right or wrong I must and
shall myself be the ultimate judge.
I abdicate my mind to no living man.
I shall allow no man to run me.

Later in his observations the hon.
member refererd to the speech de-
livered to-day, outlining the policy of
the Government as a balloon loom-
ing up largely in the distance, but
which would collapse like a bubble
on being pricked with the needle of
truth and reason. I can quite un-
derstand that it must have struck the
Rt. Hon. member as something very
large and looming up like a balloon:
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fa wildeat railway scheme. Is it

Eﬂ want, because of the failure
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and when it comes down to the @
eration of pricking the bubble I a
prepared to award him the palm |
that connection, as he has had mo;
to do with bubbles than any othg
man we know of, in this country g
outside of 1it.

A

 He has ecalled our railway polig

wildcat scheme to open up and dg
velop the country and give emploj
ment to thousands of men all oW
the country, who would otherwise %

the Labrador fishery?

My hon. friend thinks that we g
a Government would be better en
ployed if we voted the five millio
dollars for a navy. He wants a nav
[ suppese, in order that he may haw
a Dreadnought to go electioneerin
in Green Bay “ ur years from no
We will look after the navy, and 3
will look after the contribution
the defence of the Empire at th
right time and in the right plact
but at the present time we are en
gaged in the very interesting opers
tion of finding money to pay th
debts the Rt. Hon. member left be
hind him. Luast session we had
bring in a Loan Bill to pay $325,00
left behind as a debt in the Bank @
Montreal, and there are other debt
still outstanding, and before we ul
dertake to build Dreadnoughts
battleships or torpedos we have WU
pay our debts; we have to be jus
before we are patriotic. No man 1
prepared to do more than I am 1
defence of the Empire, but we ha¥v
got to defend Newfoundland finaneé
ially and *c defend the people @
Newfoundland Dbefore starting /
build navies. Further, I want to say
Mr. Speaker, in order that it may gt
forth as an answer side by side witk
the honourable gentleman’s strict
ures, that we are doing all in thig
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sountry that we are at present ex-
pected to do in connection with Im-
perial defence, and the Imperial Gov-
ernment and high ministers of State
who control the army and navy have
gssured me that for years the British
government and public have more
than appreciated what the poor fish-
ormen Of Newfoundland have done
and are doing in taxing themselves
for the Royal Naval Reserve.

My Rt. Hon. friend also attempted
to score a point in relation to the
festival of Empire, and anyone lis-
tening to him and uninformed would
probably think that the Government
were opposed to the project or neg-
Jecting their duty in some possible
way. Now, as a matter of fact, this
Festival of Empire is entirely a pri-
vate undertaking, although in one
sense it is of a public nature. The
Government of England or this Gov-
ernment have nothing to do with it.
This Government has stated through
me publicly on two or three occas-
ions that the Government are pre-
pared to give a substantial subscrip-
tion or donation towards the funds
that will be necessary to aid us in
doing our part, but I am not pre-
pared to say to that committee or
to any other committee that the Gov-
ernment are prepared to pay all
their bills till I know what the ex-
tent of the expenditure is. I am not
prepared to give a blank cheque,
even for the Festival of Empire. 1
made the statement down in the Court
House that the Festival of Empire
Was to be a grand At H.ome and ex-
plained and pointed out that it was
not an ordinary industrial exhibition
of food products, etc., as many
thought. It was an At Home of the
Empire, under the Presidency of
Lord Plymouth, and T am quite satis-
;ﬁed that if the honourable member
had been present he would not have

allowed himself to fall into his

errors of this evening.

He also referred to the numbe'r of
promises contained in my manifesto,
and concerning which there 1is no
mention in the Speech from the
Throne. On that point 1 have this
to say to him, that if he will remain
long enough in this Legislature as
Leader of the Opposition he will see
every one of those promises carried
out. That manifesto contained 29
pledges in relation to 29 public mat-
ters, and over 20 have been carried
cut up to to-day, without any extra
taxation; over twenty out of twenty-
nine, and we only require time in
order to carry out every one of the
pledges given. There is an entirely
false conception and misunderstand-
ing as regards the province of the
Government and the Opposition on
the pnart of my Rt. Hon. friend and
those associated with him. He has
got to think he owns the Government,
and he has the right to put his name
up over the shop to-morrow and
keep it there forever. That is not
the true conception of Government.
We have been placed here, Mr. Speak-
er, by the people of the country, by
the owners of the country, the share-
holders and property owners, as di-
rectors for four vears only. The old
directors have gone out and we are
in their place. If we are faithless in
the discharge of the duties placed
on us, then other directors will be
put in our places. But what is the
duty of members on the opposite side
of the House? 1Is it their duty to tear
up and throw out everything we
propose, or is it not their duty to
endeavor to assist in the administra-
tion of the public affairs of the Col-
ony?

All sorts of statements appear
from time to time in the Opposition
organs, made for the purpose of
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shaking the faith of our supporters
outside the House, and my Rt. Hon.
friend has made a statement as {to
some difference of opinion in the
Government as to the exportation of
pulp wood. Now I want to say to
him and to the country that no such
difference ever existed. The ques-
tion never arose. It never was before
the Government directly or indirect-
ly. It has never been suggested at
a meeting of the Executive or at a
party meeting or at any other meet-
ing, and outside the mere statement
that appeared in the newspapers of
my Rt. Hon. friend there never was
any justification for any such state-
ment. Then he has referred to the
policy of his Government in relation
to this matter. 1 want to remind
him that his Government never had
any policy in relation to that matter.
Though the law was amended by
him to prevent the exportation of
wood, it was for an entirely differ-
ent reason, and he himself 1is on
record for the reason of that amend-
ment. Now, Mr. Speaker, I did not
intend to have replied at all at any
length to my honourable friend. His
speech deserves more careful
thought and examintion than I have
been able to give it in the few min-
utes that I have been allowed by thso
House. My only regret is that he
did not close a little earlier for my
sake, for his own sake, and for those
who were listening to him.

I think I may conclude by joining
him in complimenting the proposer
and seconder of the Address in Re-
ply on what he called their maiden
efforts. In listening, I saw nothing
“maiden” about them. It seemed to
me that both showed an acquaint-
ance with parliamentary discussion
worthy of the oldest member of the
House, and I heartily welcome to the
debating power of the House both
Mr. Devereux and Mr. Squires, and
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I hope that both of them will, g
after day, when any public quest
comes before the House, take a wi
special part in it and give the Ho
the advantage of their opinions .

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND
would not have taken the floor ag
this evening were it not that I §
surprised that the L.eader of the C
ernment should deliberately try |
mislead this House and mislead
mover and seconder of the Adds
in reference to my remarks. I u
the term “maiden efforts” advise
and it was critically correct, ang
is perfectly astonishing to me thg
man who has been twenty-five yi
in public life does not know
meaning of the term. It is a &
universally applied to the first
speech of a member of the ;
and, so far as I am aware, this
the first time Mr. Devereux or
Squires has addressed this ¢
in that form. If they have spg
at any other time. I have not he
them, and when I applied the £
“maiden effort” I was critically
rect, as far as I know. No one ¢
have been more kind in referring
the observations of the honoun
members.

There is another matter that 1
so desire to put right., The staten
was made that I had delibera
misled the House in stating the
had always been a member of
Liberal Partyv. The statement
absolutely true. The party 1
to the country with In 1882 was
I.iberal Party and not the Tory F
or Thorburn Party he referred
It contained such Liberals is Sii
V. Whiteway Sir Ambrose Shea
Hon. Mr. Kent, and those who ¥
well known as Liberals for ¥
previous. It was well known in
country as the Liberal Party, ai
have never changed my allegiane



that party from first to last. The
hon. member states that he crossed
: 1886 as a Liberal.

the Hcuse in
What are the facts? In 1885 an issue

was brought into the House that
gplit the Liberal Party in twain. It
pecame a religious and sectarian is-
aye, and all the Roman Cathoile
members crossed the floor. It was
the Roman Catholic Party, as known
at that time, that my honourable
friend became a member of in 1886.
if he wants to know more about
that party I can inform him. 1 have
ever been a member of the Liberal
party. 1 have fought for Liberalism
in this House for years, and when
its fortunes were at the lowest in
1885, 1 fought in this House almost
single-handed for four years, and
revived it until it again became act-
ive and a power in the land.

[ thought it right that I should
put this matter ‘straight, because it
is not the first time that such an
accusation has been made.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—Mr. Speaker, what 1 said was
that when 1 came into this House
with the Liberal Party, led by Sir
Ambrose Shea, my honourable friend
was on the other side with the Tory
Party., He went to Fortune Bay in
1885, and when he came back he sat
with the Tory Party, and we were
cn the other side. Afterwards he
left with Mr. Mackay and came over
to us. I can bring in the Journal
ef the House to prove this.

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND-—
The Journal of the House will show
no such thing. Party matters do
not appear in the Journals; only
divisions on questions before the
House appear.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—I1 will ask for the Journal of
the House to show that yvou sat on
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this side of the House after the

election of 1885.

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND—
There was no Tory Party in 1885, and
I did not sit on the Government side
of the House. I sat in opposition to
that party.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—It merely means that you were
a Tory.

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND—
The statements of the honourable
gentleman are absolutely incorrect
and misleading. The Journals of the
House will show nothing of that kind
I did not sit in the House as a mem-
ber of the Tory party. 1 sat seperate
and distinet from the Roman Catho-
lic party of that day, and distinct
from the Reform Party which was
then in power, and kept alive the
Liberal principles and policy, and
four years afterwards my honourable
friend came over with me.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—The honourable member is talk
ing about an entirely different mat-
ter. The point I desire to make is
this: That when he went to Fortune
Bay in 1885, Sir Robert Thorburn led
the Tory Party and when the honour
able member was elected in Fortune
Bay, he came back and sat with that

party.

RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BOND—
This statement is also incorrect. I
did not go to Fortune Bay as a mem-
ber of the Thorburn Party and 1
was not returned as a member of
that party. When offered the posi-
tion of Colonial Sedretary in that
party 1 refused it.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—You did because you knew they
were going out of power.

RT. HON. SIR. ROBERT BOND—
1 was never a member of the Thor-
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burn party. 1 would not accept the
postition of Colonial Secrectary from
them and I took an independent pos-
ition in the House opposite them—
opposed them.

It was ordered that a select Com-
mittee be appointed to prepare an Ad-
dress in Reply to the gracious speech
wherewith His Excellency -has been
pleased to open the present sesion of
the Legislatuie, and that the Com-
mittee consist of Mr. Squires, Mr.
Devereaux, Minister of Justice, Mr.
Kent, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Clift and Mr.
Moulton.

THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE gave
notice to move that rules 27, 30, 31, 37
be amended, to read as follows:

27.—Unless otherwise ordered, the
House shall meet unon Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays, at three of the clock
and upon the adjournment of Fri-
day’'s session, shall stand adjourn-
ed until the following Monday.

30.—If twelve members be not
present by a quarter after three of
the clock, Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the House until the usual hour upon
the next sitting day, without question
first put.

31.—When the House meets before
the ordinary time, and twelve mem-
bers be mnot present, no business
shall be entered upon until such
member be present; but Mr. Speaker
shall not adjourn the House until
a quarter after three of the clock,
without question put.

37.—If at the hour of six of the
clock in the evening, the business of
the House of the Committee of the
Whole be not concluded, Mr. Speaker,
or the Chairman, as the case may be
shall leave the chair until half past
severn.

49.—Petitions shall not be receive
after four o’clock, unless they relag
to any order of the day, or to th
subject of any motion, in whig
cases they may be presented whe
such order of the day is read, or i_'
mediately before such motion
made.

Also to move the following to re
place Rules 22 and 23:

That the stages of Committee an
Report on the Address to His Exce
lency the Governor, to convey th
thanks of the House of His Exce
lency’s gracious Speech at the opé
ing of the Session, be discontinued,

On motion the ‘House ‘adjourneg
until to-morrow, Thursday, at fot
o'clock in the afternoon.

THURSDAY, January 27.

The House met at four o’clock %

the afternocon, pursuant to adjourn
ment.

PETITIONS PRESENTED

THE MINISTER OF PUBLIK(
WORKS (Mr. Woodford)—I beg lea¥
to present a petition from the inhab
itants of Conception Harbor ang
Kitchuses on the subject of a whar
The previous wharf at this place wai
destroyed by the storm which rages
on Christmas Eve, as indeed wers
most of the wharves in my distric
The wharf was more than ordinarilj
useful, as it not alone served
people in carrying on of their fish
ing pursuits, but was very convenien
for the shiping of their agricultura
products. I trust that the Govern
ment will give the petition a favour
able consideration, and that a suffi
cient sum will be allocated to build @
new wharf.

MR. KENT—I would like to suppor
the petition which has just been pre
sented by the Minister of Publi€
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works, as I have a petition of a
gimilar nature from some of my own

constituents.

Ordered that the petition be re-
ceived and referred to the Depart-

ment to which it relates.

MR. KENT—The petition which I
pave to present is from the inhabi-
tants of Flatrock, signed by the
male residents of the settlement. It
relates to the public wharf which
was destroyed by the storms which
raged on the coast last fall. The
people have suffered very great incon-
veniences by its loss, and I hope that
when the petition comes before the
pepartment of Marine and Fisheries
it will receive the favourable con-
sideration of the Minister, and that
an amount sufficient to cover the
expense of re-building the wharf will
be allocated. I trust that this amount
will be allocated as early in the
spring as possible, so that the wharf
may be rebuilt before the residents
heg that the petition be received and
referred to the Department of Ma-
rine and Fisheries.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS—
[ rise to support the prayer of the
petition which has just been present-
ed by the member for St. John’s HEast
and I feel sure that the Government
will give the petition its most fav-
erable consideration.

Ordered that the petition be receiv-
éd and referred to the department to
which it relates.

DOCUMENTS TABLED.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY,
on behalf of the Hon. Minister of
Finance and Customs, laid upon the
table of the House:

Statement of Customs Revenue col-
lected in the Colony during the year
énded 30th June, 1909.
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Comparative statement of goocs,
wares and merchandise, imported into
the Colony during the years ended
30th June, 1908, and 30th June, 1909,
showing increases and decreases for
the year 1908-1909..

Comparative statement of revenue
received at each of the outports for
the years 1907-1908 and 1908-1909.

Comparative statement of light dues
showing ecollection at each outport
for the years 1907-1908 and 1908-1909,

Return of the bank fisheries for

the vear 1909.

Statement showing the revenue col-
lected on goods, wares and merchan-
dise imported through the post office.

Statement showing the movements
of shipping during the year ended
30th June, 1909.

Abstract of shipping for the year

ended 31st December, 1909.

AMENDMENT OF RULES.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—
To move that rules 27, 30, 31, 37 and
49 for the proceedings of the House
of Assembly be amended.

HON., MINISTER OF JUSTICE
(Mr. Morison)—This motion requires
very little explanation. The only
change is in the hours of the meeting,
which will be three o’clock instead
of four, with the hour of the adjourn
ment changed from half-past six
o'clock to six o’cloek.

I take it for granted that this alter-
ation will commend itself to every
member of the House. Meeting at
four o’clock is a relic of the old-
en times when busines was not as
brisk as now, and when it was gen-
erally a quarter past four before
anything was done. The desire and
intention of the Government is to
press the business forward as rapidly
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as possibly, but at the same time
to give ample opportunity to hon.
members opposite to critise and ex-
amine into every measure that will
come before the House. 1 think the
business of the day can be completed
between the hours of three and six,
and it should not be necessary for
the members to return in the evening
unless something of considerable im-

portance arises.

MR. CLIFT—I have much pleasure
in supporting the amendments,
So far as the meeting hour is con-
cerned, I think that three o’clock
will be more acceptable to the mem-
bers than four. 1 submit, however,
that six-thirty, is better than six, be
cause it may be possible to finish up
matters for the day between three and
six-thirty, when there would not
be time to do so between three and
gsix. 1 do not think that any one
wishes to get home before six-thirty
Then, again, if we adjourn at six, and
have to return at 7.30 for perhaps an
hour the whole evening is spoiled.
With the exception 1 am prepared to
support the amendment.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—I
may say that I am not wedded to six
o'clock. 1 merely put that hour there
to find out which would be
most convenient to the members. It
occured to me that if an evening ses-
sion were found to be necessary any
time, it would be much better and we
could get through more work, if we
were to adjourn at six o'clock and
nieet sharp at half-past seven than
under the old rule. However, as 1
said before, I am not wedded to six
o’clock, and we can cut out that sec-
tion altogether. As this motion re-
quires a two-third vote, and as there
are not twenty-four members now in
the House, I would ask that it be de-
ferred till lat.r in the evening.

BILLS INTRODUCED

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTIE
—1 ask leave to introduce a Bill &
amend “The Election Act, 13"
I may say the object of ¢
bill is to provide means whereby eleg
tors belonging to the outports whg
business calls them to St. John's dj
ing election time may be able to e
ercise the franchise. It is proposed
have one booth for each district in ¢
city where these men may vote. A
other matter dealt with by the bill,
that of election petitions, and it is g
posed to amend the law so as to gi
members or others against whe
petitions have been filed one cle
month afterwards in which to file
counter petition, if they so desi
The practise has been to wait ur
the last minute of the time allow
for filing the petition, and then
rush in one, and we have had
spectacle of one side watching t
other so as to prevent the advanta
being taken.

The bill was read a first time 8
ordered to be read a second time
to-morrow.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
To ask leave to introduce a bill @

titled “An Aet respecting Ca
Notes.”
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTH

(Mr. Morison)—The object of this &
is to arrange for the payment of Pg
relief by cash notes. We have at &
present time an act under which @
penditures on public works are ma
by cash notes; and the purpose
this bill is to extend that system
poor relief.

Bill was read a first time and ¢
dered to be read a second time |
to-morrow.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE, pi
suant to notice and leave
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d introduced 2 Bill  entitled,
L Act to amend chapter 134 of the
c lidated Statues (second series)
entitled «0Of the Solemnization of Mar-
riage,” also 4 Bill entitled “An Act
regpecting the Remission of Fines;”
also a Bill entitled “An Act to amend
the Act incorporating the Vicar Apos-

tolic of St. George’s.”

These gseveral bills were read a first
time and ordered to be read a second
time on to mMOTTOW.

DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY.

MR. SQUIRES, chairman of the
gelect Committee on the address of
thanks, presented the report of the
gaid committee, with draft address

Conso

The said address was read by the
Clerk, and is as follows:—

To His Excellency  Sir Ralph Champ-
neys Wwilliams, Knight Command-
er of the Most Distinguished Or-
der of St. Michael and St George,
Governor and Commander-in-
(Chief in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its depend-
encies.

“May it please your KExcellency:—

“We the Commons of Newfoundland,
in Legislative Session assem-
bled, beg leave to thank Your Ex-
cellency for the gracious Speech
which your Ezxcellency has address
ed to both Houses of the Legisla-
ture.”

MR. SQUIRES—I beg to move the
adoption of this Address in Reply.

MR. CLIFT.—Before the report 1is
adopted 1 should like to make a few
remarks in reference to the Speech
from the Throne with which H. E.
the Governor opened the Legislature
But it is not my intention to go into
deails in reference to the various
matters outlined for Ilegislation, as
we shall be able to deal with these
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when they come before the House
in their proper order. 1 take this
opportunity of joining with the lead-
ers on both sides in their con-
gratulaticons to the hon. members
whe moved and seconded the address
on their maiden efforts. I may say,
I think that the speeches delivered
by the Hon. members on that oc-
casion were well worthy of any Hon.
member occupying a seat in the
House, It is not an easy matter for
Hon. members to get up and speak
on the opening day, particularly as
we have these floors filled with so
many strangers. And I might here
observe Mr. Speaker that this prac-
tice of admitting strangers seems to
be growing. Of late years they tres-
pass more upon the floors of the
House then we ought to allow. It
would be ungracious to object to
strangers coming up on the floors of
the House for the purpose of hear-
ing us, but we should pre-
serve our privileges 2s members,
and not allow them to be infringed.
I merely mention this so that vou,
Mr. Speaker, may have some little
regard for some of us. 1 think that
the Speech from the Throne as deliv-
ered yesterday bv H. E. the Govern-
or although a lengthy one, was in
all its terms a very commonr'ace
one. It is to my mind a repetition
of many of the speeches that have
gone before. In it, however, are out-

lined many matters which  will
come before the. House, and of
course they will promise to be

fraught with much good and benefit
to the country. 1 trust that when
they do come before the House they
will upon the face of them contain
all what we expect to find in them
for the purpose of carrying out the
objects that are intended. 1 should
like to say that 1 am in entire ac-
cord with the remarks of previous

speakers with reference to the com-



42 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS.

ing amongst us of His Excellency
the Governor and 1 join with them
in extending to him our warmest
welcome. 1 hope that his reign as
Governor of Newfoundland will be
one of pleasure to him and of profit

to the country.

MR. KENT.—I1 wish, Mr. Speaker,
before the motion goes through, to
offer a few observations on the
Speech from the Throne. 1 think 1
can likewise congratulate the mem-
bers for Trinity and Placentia on the
splendid efforts made by ‘them in
moving and seconding the Address
in Reply. 1 can also join in extend-
ing a hearty welcome to His Excel-
lency the Governor. From what we
have seen of His Excellency his
term of office promises to be one of
agreat satisfaction. In every move-
ment that has taken place since his
arrival he has made himself prom-
inent and he has already availed him-
self of the time to become acquaint-
od with some of our local questions,
and see for himself some of the in-

dustries of the country. In the
opening paragraph of the Speech
from the Throne, he refers to the

fact that this is his first venture as
Governor of a countrty under respon-
sible Government. I think from the
ability which he has shown that we
can safely say that his government
of the country will be in accordance
with constiutional practise. Anoth-
or fact to which 1 should like to re-
fer is to the tribute which he pays to
the working class of this country.

With this matter, as with many oth-
ers, he was particularly happy In
having the opportunity of judging of
the ability of our people to
work of all kinds, and the pre-emin-
ence with which they can accomplish
-vith success the various kinds of
work they undertpke. At the {time
of the opening of the mill at Grand

to invest, knows that the people ¥

Falls His Excellency’s attention w
particularly called to this adaptab
ity of our people in connection w
the dispute which took place in
foreign newspapers at that time. T
only result of the controversy w
to advertise the real ability of oj
workmen, and the world to-day, or |
least that portion of it with

Newfoundland are not alone reliab
workmen, but &are intelligent ar
capable of adapting themselves
any kind of work, and that in ther
the country possesses a great asse

It 1is not my Intention to gt
through the Speech from the Thron
section by section. There are some
matters referred to which will come
before the House in the form of bills;
others are resolutions; but there are
some facts connected with it which
need to be pointed out at the present
time. I have referred already to the
opening of the mills at Grand Falls.
This is but the accomplishment of
the industrial policey inaugrated by
the late Government. Some four
yvears ago, the measure of which this
is the result, was introduced in this
House. Since then the work has
been going on effectually, if silently,
and to-day we have the accomplish-
ment of that work, which may be
seen in tangible form in the fact that
pur newspapers to-day are 1ssued on
naper manufactured at these works
at Grand Falls. Good work often
goes on silently for years before pro-
ducing any results, and I think that
those who were responsible for the

this industry deserve the credit
which their policy merits.

Since fthe inaugration of Grand
Falls industry others have started

up, and gradually similar results will =
ensue until the policy inaugurated
by Sir R Bond four years ago will
result in the development of our pulp
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and the promotion of a great
wood .y thiy country, and will
induﬁtriew materially on the re-
reflect thl:ﬂugh the increase of lab-
Wﬂu:-:a consequent abounding pros-
?;;iw in the country.

Indirectly, OT Dﬂl‘haps‘ I should

. directly, this prosperity has re-
Ea};1:134:1 from the original policy of the
:11:& Liberal Party, of ﬂpﬂnin.g up the
country DY railway. All this, 1 say,
has resulted from the fact of thc
railway g0ing through the country
and showing outsiders what‘ the
country contains. And these indus-
tries such at that at Grand Falls
and that of the Albert Reed Co., are
the necessary results of the introduc-
tion of the railway.

E-H']'.‘I:ue: logical result of the building of

q trunk line across the country would
pe the throwing open of the country
by the construction of branch lines.
That is a matter which those who
gave life to this great  policy
had in sight. But at the same
time this is one of those mat-
ters in which it is necessary to pro-
ceed cautiously, and to see that the
country can really bear the burdens
which the construction of these rail-
ways will impose upon it; and, fur-
ther, it is essential that if the con-
struction of our railways is to be ac-
complished the Government should
see that proper contracts are enter-
ed into and proper surveys made, and
that the contracts are made intelli-
gently. I presume that surveys
were made before the present con-
tract was entered into. Without
this it is impossible to fix the value
or discuss inelligently what the
contract price should be or what ob-
ligations should be imposed upon
the contractor. 1 presume that these
matters have all been gone - into
carefully, and when the contract
and the correspondence and other

papers come before us the House
will be in possession of ample in-
formation for coming to an intelli-

gent conclusion in the matter of the
Gﬂlltrﬂct;_.]

I notice, in passing, that one other
matter which the speech from the
Threne foreshadows is the imposi-
tion of a tax of Tyg cents per ton up-
on the ore being exported from Bell
Island. This seems to be a matter
of arrangement between the Govern-
ment and the contractors, regarding
which we have as yet no informa-
tion. Before the session closes 1
presume the contract and other in-
formation will be in possession of
the House. 1 do not wish to go on
record as being opposed to this tax:
but as 1 read the section in thu
speech referring to it, I am struck
with the suggestion that the impo-
sition of this tax might carry with
it a consideration from the Govern-
ment. This I take it is the mean-
ing of the matter being done by con-
tract instead of just with the con-
sent of the company. Whether this
is so I do not know, but that is the
meaning which I put upon the state-
ment, that for the imposition of this
tax the company is receiving some
consideration from the Government,
or is receiving some safeguard
against something which they fear
from the government in the future
and which an agreement will ward
off. However, when we see the con-
tract this may prove not to be th-:
case, so this is a matter that we
cannot discuss at the present time.

There is one other mat*er in the
Speech, relating to the City of St.
John’s, to which I shculd like to re-
fer. I am glad to know that it is the
intention of the Government to take
precaution aginst the spread of
diseases by acquiring the land sur-
rounding Windsor Lake. This I think
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is a move in the right direction.
This conclusion, 1 believe, was ar-
rived at by the Government after
consultation with the members of
St. John's East and West and with
the City Council. We may go on
from day to day and people may
sneer at the idea of there being any
danger, but some day disease may
come and an epidemic result. Then
it will be too late. With regard to
the housing problem and the exten-
silon of water and sewerage, these
are grave matters which I am of opin-
ion some steps should be taken to
deal wikth, but ~they are questions
which almost everyone has a different
way of settling. In dealing with
them we must be controlled by the
resources at the command of the
Council. 1 piresume that before we
are asked to discuss the<e matters
some Iinformation as to the finances
of the Council will be laid before the

House.

Personaily I should like to see the
resources of the Council aevoted to
this direction, as it is recessary for
the imnrovement of the city and the
health of its citzens.

The other matters in the Speech,
Mr. Speaker, to which 1 shall not
now refer, are those which will
come before us from time to time
in the shape of legislation, and I shall
reserve my remarks till then, when
I may be able to discuss them 1n

detail.

HON. PRIME MINISTER (Sir E. P.
Mo, ris)—Mr. Speaker, before we ad-
jerra I should like to say
a few words with reference to some
pecints which have been raised this
evening by our friends on the Opposi
tion. It augurs well for the business
of the sesgsion, if all members of the
Hcuse bring to the consideration of
the various matters which come be-
fore the House the same svirit of

fairness which they have shﬂwf
wish to congratulate Mr. Kent
Mr. CIlift both on the very fair *:;
reasonable way in which they +_
dealt with the various matters @
cussed by them. I am sure no ¢
can have the slightest objection
most of the remarks which they hg
made. But there are one or -
peoints in relation to some thir
said by Mr. Kent to which I shof
like to refer, so that no false
sion should get abroad.

LFirst with reference to the gqu
tion of branch railways. Mr. Kg
went on to say that in his opin
there could be no objection made
their construction, for which we hsz
entered into contracts, proved ¢
Colony is able to bear the expen
The onus is on the Government
show the House and the country th
the Colony can bear the expense, at
bear it independent of any help th
may come from the mining cor
panies operating on Bell Island
anywhere else in the country. W
are fully confident and satisfied
the surplus revenue of the countr
year by year will more than pay fe
lines which we propose to build. A
an instance, I need only call the a
tention of the House to the country
revenue during the last decade. Te
years ago the revenue was 1 1-2 mi
lions; to-day it is 3 millions. The
if the revenue will only increase i
one quarter, not even a half but onl
one quarter, of that ratio during th
next ten years, we shall have mor
than is necessary to pay all the in
terests on the branch lines. But
addition to that the Governmer
have, come to an arrangement w
the Bell Island companies by whicl
they will contribute anything froz
$100,000 to $125,000 a year to the re
venue, probably about $75.000 "
first year, raising perhaps to $10{},f‘
the next year, and so on, increasin

Wit
A
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qecording to the amount of mineral
which is taken nut.b :ffmd it is DOS-
sible that other mining cﬂmpanu.as
operating in this country may Iin
time contribute in the same way. I
think that in a Very short time we
shall be able to show the House and
the country that we are able to
puild all the branch rallways which
are proposed, at the cost of about $4,-
000,000 and obtain the interest on
the whole Ssum without one cent of
additional taxation upon our people.
That is a matter in which the re-
apuﬂsihilit}r rests unon the Govern-
ment. We are pledged to get that
interest without any extra taxation,
and these branch lines will not be
built unless we can build them as

we have pledged.

Another point referred to by Mr.
Kent was expressing the hope that
when the contract was brought down
we would be able to inform the
House that we had had surveys
made of the various branches. 1
may inform him on this point that
no such information will be avail-
able, for the reason that no such sur-
veys have been made. When the
railway was built from Whitbourne
to Expleits there was a detail sur-
vey made which cost the Colony
about $100,000; but afterwards so lit-
tle of that survey was availed of that
Sir William Whiteway and his Gov-

ernment were satisfied that it was
money thrown away. When, there-
fore, we came to build the cross-

country line we knew the points that
we desired to tan, Trinity Bay, Bona-
vista Fay, Green Bay, By of Is-
lands and Port-aux-Basques, and
We made our survey from settlement
to settlement. When the Bonavista
branch was started we told the Gov-
ernment Engineer to see that the
railway went as near the water as it
could, so as to reach all the more
populous settlements. The same
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thing will apply to the branch rai -
rcad from here to Trepassey. It is
no use endeavouring to lay down the
line before hand. We want to go
first to Bay Bulls, then to Cap=
Broyle, Ferryland, Fermuse anc
Renews, and so on. We shall have
to get to every one of these harbours.
The same is true of the railway to
Bay de Verde and other branch rail-
ways. The railway contractor has to
do it free and at his own cost. Every
cent spent on survey will be at the
expense of the contractor anl the
Government Engineer who is a very
capable man, will be able to devoie
his full time to checking the con-
tractor's surveys’.J

There was one other point raised
by Mr. Kent, with regard to the im-
position of what he terms “taxation”
on the ore exported from DBell Is-
land. He said he would look forward
to seeing the agreement with inter-
est, to discover if there is any con-
sideration moving from the Govern-
ment to the mining companies. 1
can assure him that there is no such
consideration. The whole matter
was entirely voluntary on the vart
of the companies; nor was there any
suggestion of a consideration at any

time during the negotrations. Our
policy is not to tax minerals, but
rather aid in their development

and to put a general taxation law
on the statue book would be fatal.
We want to encourage every person
that comes here; we don't want to
hold them up. We simply went to
these people, pcinted out to them
that year by vear the vublic services
of the Colony have been increasing
that much of the expenditure is on
lighthouses, telegraphs, police &c.,
and that these things go to make it
easy for them to carry on their busi-
ness in this country. And we point-
ed out to them that if the Cable Com-
panies and Banks and other corpora-
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tions carrying on
country pay taxes, then we think
that surely Bell Island should con-
trtibute something. The offer to-day
is their offer not our offer. Both
companies offered to pay about $75,-
000 towards the up keep of these ser-
vices; that is, an amount beginning
at $75,000 and increasing to the out-
put of the mines increases. The
contract is entirely voluntary, so
that nothing will be found in the
agreement in the nature of a consid-
eration from the Government

business in this

One other matter was referred
to by the hon. member. 1 am equal-
ly pleased with the manner in which
he dealt with our purpose to bring

in legislation for St. John’s. The
Government have agreed to bring
in that legislation for the Coun-
cil, they having agreed to pay

the interest on the money required.
First as to Windsor L.ake. My
friend points out that the responsi-
bility is on the House to protect the
public. Not that we Eknow of any
danger of which we were not aware
10 years azo; but the fact has been
drawn to our attention that persons
live there and carry on their daily
work, constituting 2 menace to the
whole of the town, and therefore to
the whole country, for if St. John's
suffers all the country must suffer.
So 1t will be money well spent if
we acquire this property.
thingz is true in relation to the sanit-
ary conditions of the town. It is per-
fectly awful to contemplate, on ac-
count of some of the houses which
exist and the sanitary arrangements
which they have. That state of
things cannot g0 on any longer. With
the advice of the Municipal Council
and its enlightened Mayor, assisted
by the members of St. John's East
and West, an arrangement has been
reached by which money can be ob-
tained without great expense fto the

The same -
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veople. It is moaney well Sp8
to bring about these reforms and a
rangements. If anyone has
doubts IJet him visit some of ¢}
houses. He will find whole streg
of houses some even on Water Stre
itself, containing seven, eight, ni
or ten in a family, without ¢tk
smallest sanitary conveniences wha
ever. Not only 1s this a mer
ace to the health of those living
there, but to the whole communit;
Some of those are willing to hawg
sewerage put in if the Council wil
but extend it to them, and having
regard to the fact that the Colon)
will not have to pay one cent of the
price, we ought to be glad and wilk
ing to pass the necessary legislation,

I am very pleased indeed to
tt e very proper spirit in which these
matters have been approached by our
friends of the Opposition, and I
think it augurs well for the business
which may come before us at this
session.

% . lan
ALRCE

The motion to adopt the Addres
in Reply was carried unanimously;
and it was ordered that it be present-
ed to His Excellency by Mr., Speaker
and the House.

DEBATE ON AMENDMENT OF
RULES.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE
moved the amendments of the Rules
of the House which had been defer-
red earlier in the sitting.

MR. CLIFT—With regard to these
amendments to the rules of the
House, I propose that we leave out
that amendment of Section 37. No
one wants to get home much before
half-past six, and in that half hour
we might finish our work and save
the necessary of a night sitting.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I merely made the suggestion. 1 am



not wedded to the hour of six. Per-

haps Wwe had better let the old rule

stay as 1t is.

The motion was then put that
Rules 27, 30, 31 and 49 for the pro-
ceedings of the House of Assembly

pe amended as fellows.—

97 —Unless otherwise ordered, the
House shall meet upon . Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays, at three of the clock
and upon adjournment. of Friday’s
session, shall stand adjournment until

the following Monday

20.—If twelve members be not pre-
sent by a qparter after three of the
elock,, Mr Speaker shall adjourn the
House until the usual hour upon the
next sitting day without question

first put.

31.—When the House meets before
the ordinary time, and twelve mem-
bers be not present, no business shall
be entered upon until such member
be present; but Mr. Speaker shall
not adjourn the House until a quar-
ter after three of the clock, without
gquestion put.

49.—Petitions shall not be receiv-
ed after four o’clock, unless they re-
late to any order of the day, or to
the subject of any motion, in which
cases they may be bpresented when
such order of the day is read, or im-
mediately before such motion is
made,

And there being more than twen-
ty-four members present in their
places in the House (exclusive of
Mr. Speaker), namely, the Hons.
Prime Minister, Minister of Justice,
Colonial Secretary, Minister of Agri-
culture & Mines, Mr. Emerson and
Mr. «Crosbie, the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and Messrs. Bennett, Clift,
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Devereaux, Dwyer, Goodison, How-
ley, Kent, Kennedy, Maqore, Moul-
mour, Shea, Squires, Whiteway, and
Winsor.

And none dissenting, it was ordered
that the said motion do vass, and
that the said Rules be amended in
conformity with the terms of the

motion

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
[ move the following to replace Rule
22 and 23: That the stages of Com-
mittee and report on the Address to
His Excellency the Governor, to
convey the thanks of the House for
His Execgllency's gracious Speech at
the opening of the Session, be dis-
continued

The reason I make this motion is
that of late years the practice has
changed, but no alteration has been
made in the rule. You will remember
that under the older practice, the Ad-
dress in Reply was a kind of echo of,
and quite as large as, the Governor’s
Speech. Some six or eight years ago,
the practice of making it a mere form-
al vote of thanks was introduced. This
amendment 1is simply to place our
practice in line with that used in Eng
land. That is, to do away with the
necessity of appointing a Select Com-
mittee every vear to draft three lines
of formal congratulation. Instead of
having a Sclect Committee, the mover
of the Address will simply move the
Adresss as it is now. So we will
not have a Committee sitting year af-
ter vear to draft the same three lines
which we all know by heart. I may
say that this is the same rule which
vas adopted by the House of Com-
rcns in England, in 1888S.

MR. KENT.—I was not aware un-
til this afternoon that the Hon. mem-
her had given any notice of this mo-
tion.
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THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—Yes, I gave it yesterday, but I did
not read the notice.

MR. sENT.— 1 taink, Mr. Speaker,
that this matter might stand over
until to-morrow, so as to permit of
a little time for consideration.

TIHE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—1I have no objection.

Ordered that the notice of motion be
deferred.

MR. CLIFT gave
tion.

Notice of Ques-

MR. KEINT gave Notice of Ques-
tion.

THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES gave notice that on to-
morrow he would ask leave to intro-
duce a bill to prohibit the employ-
ment of steamers at the codfishery
at Labrador.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn till
to-morrow, Friday, at three of the
clock in the afternoon; and the House
then adjourned accordingly.

FRIDAY, January 28, 1910.

The House met at 3 o'clock in the
afternoon pursuant to adjournment.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

MR. CLIFT—To ask the Minister
of Public Works to lay on the table
of the House copies of all allocations,
Local, Main Line and Special Road
Grants made in the Electoral District
of Harbor Grace from 1st April, 1909,
to the present date; also to lay on
the table cepies of returns and details
of expenditure of all such allocations;
also to ask if the Local Road Grant for
Coley’s Point was expended by the
Local Road Board and, if not by the
Road Boards, to give the names of the

persons authorized to expend the ]

road money at that place. |

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORE
In reply 1 beg to say that the ansy
are being prepared and will be re
on Monday or Tuesday.

MR. KENT—To ask the Ministe
Marine and Fisheries to lay on
table of the House details of all
penditures, paid or contracted for,
of all other expenses of or conne
with the Ss Fiona from June 1st, 1
to the present date, with copies o
vouchers for the same.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND FIf
ERIES—I beg to hand the informa
to the hon. member—the de
expenditures and vouchers as
for.

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon,
(Colonial Secretary whether Hon.
Emerson was appointed by the @
ernor-in-Council to be a member
the Lunacy Board: if so, whether
is still a member of such Board, &
if he is not now a member for h
long did he remain a member there
and to lay upon the tabe a copy
the commission appeointing him.

THE HON COLONIAL SECRETA
—In reply to this question, 1 wo
say:

(1) Mr. Emerson was appninte_

(2) He is not a member of
Board and never sat on Board.

(3) His appointment was m
when he was out of the city withe
his application or permission. On
return he sent back the commiss!
which was cancelled. 1 lay on '
table his letter, written on his retu

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon. |
Prime Minister to lay on the table
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the House COPY of all correspondence
relating to the increase in the number
of members of the Legislative Coun-
cil and the recent appointments there-

to.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—In reply to the hon. member I
would say that the only correspon-
dence relating to the increase in the
number of the members of the Legis-
lative Council is contidential. There
was no correspondence from the Gov-
ornment of this Colony. The matter
was arranged by me on behalf of the
Government while I was in London in
August last. It rests with the Rt.
Hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies in every instance to say
whether confidential despatches may
or may not be made public. I would
remind the hon. member that when a
similar addition was made to the
Legislature in 1904 the correspondence
was asked for but not tabled. How-
ever, notwithstanding this, in defer-
ence to the hon. member, I will com-
municate with His Excellency with a
view to seeing if the correspondence
may be tabled.

NOTICES OF MOTION

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—To give notice that he will to-day
move the following to replace Rules
22 and 23:—That the stages of Com-
mittee and Report on the Address to
His Excellency the Governor, to con-
vey the thanks of the House for His
Excellency’s gracious speech at the

opening of the Session, be discon-
tinued.

THE HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—AsS there are not the necessary num-
ber of members present, I ask that
this motion be deferred.

It was so ordered,.

FIRST READING OF LABRADOR
STEAM-FISHING BILL.

THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—I ask leave to introduce
a Bill to prohibit the employment of
steamers at the cod fishery at the
Labrador. This Bill is similar in

character to the one introduced on
two or three occasions, but which

never became law.

The Bill was read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

PETITION PRESENTED.

THE HON. THE COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY—I ask leave to present a
petition from Albert Case and other
residents of Heart’'s Delight, in the
district of Trinity. The petition sets
forth that the harbor on the north-
east side of Heart’s Delight lies open
to the sea and there is no shelter for
fishing boats, consequently consider-
able damage is done to property every
year. A grant is asked to construct
a breakwater on the north-east side

of the harbor.

I may say that the necessity for
this breakwater was pointed out to
me last vear wwhen I visited the place.
I have much pleasure in supporting
the petition and T am sure Mr. Squires
and Mr. Grant would, if present, also
approve of this petition. I ask that
it be referred to the Department of
Marine and Fisheries, and bye and
bye when the district grants are given
out we shall see if anything can be
done in the matter.

ORDER OF THE DAY

Second reading of Bill, entitled:
“An Act respecting Cash Notes.”

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—In moving the second reading of this
Bill I may say that the changes which
have been made in the Bill require
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liftle explanation. We already have
the cash note system for road board
expenditure and marine works. The
Bill proposes to extend the same
method to the payment of poor relief.
There is no change in the DBill ex-
cept such as is necessary to do this.
The notes are now issued in the de-
nominations of forty cents, eighty
cents, ete. It is proposed to now issue
notes of the following value: 25 cents,
50 cents, $1.00, $2.00, and $5.00, ‘which
I think will meet all the requirements
of the different branches of the public
service. When we go into Committee
on the Bill we shall be very glad to
have any criticisms or suggestions
which the members may have to offer.

The Bill was then read a second
time and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to-
IAOTTOW.

SECOND READING OF
BILL.
Second reading of Bill entitled:
“An Act to Amend Chapter 134 of
the Consolidated Statutes, Second
Series, entitled ‘Of the Solemnization
of Marriages.” ”

MARRIAGE

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—The object of this Bill is to extend to
a captain of the Salvation Army the
power to solemnize marriages. The
law as it stands at present empowers
any Commissioner or higher officer of
the Army to do this, and the officials
of the Army have requested that this
power be extended to the Captain
who stands in the same position with
regard to the Army as the clergyman
does to the other denominations. That
is the whole change which is to be
made in the Act.

The Bill was read a second time
and ordered to be referred to a Com-
mittee of the Whole House on to-
MoOTrTow,
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SECCND READING OF REMISSI
OF FINE BILL. |

Second reading of Bill entitled
Act respecting the Remission
Fines.”

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTIC
—This Act is intended to bring |
law of the Colony In harmony ¥
the law of England on the subject
the remission of fines, and to g
power to the Governor in Cﬂélllﬂﬂ_
remit in whole or in part any
that may be payable in whole or
part to any department of the Crow
At the present time the question som
times arises whether the Crown poi
sesses the right to deal with that s.-_'
of the fine which the law gives to t
informer. There is an Act in Engla
which provides that the Crown shoul
have that power. We desire to e
tend that Act to this Colony.

[
& T

The Bill was read a second tinm
and ordered to be referred to a Con
mittee of the Whole House on ¢
morrow.

SECOND READING OF ST. GEORGE®
YICARIATE BILL.
Second reading of Bill entitled “A

Act to amend the Act incnrpnra__
the Vicar Apostolic of St. George’s.”

MR. CLIFT—I should like to ask ¥
this is a private Bill or a public Bill

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICI
—It is a public Bill.

MR. CLIFT—I think a matter ¢
this kind is generally done by mear
of a private bill.

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTIC
—No, the Bishop of St. John’s and th
Bishop of Harbor Grace were incol
porated by public bills.

The Bill was read a second time
and ordered to be referred to a Com
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ttee .jf the Whole House on to-

mi
morrow.

The remaining orders of the day

were deferred.
" NOTICE OF SUPPLY.

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY—Mr. Speaker (on behalf of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus-
toms, who is at present abroad on
public business), I give notice that on
Monday next I shall move that Sup-
ply be granted to His Majesty.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

MR. KENT—I give notice that on
to-morrow I will ask the Hon. Minis-
tar of Agriculture and Mines to lay
upon the table a statement from,June
20th to date, showing the number of
acres of land in this Colony or its
dependencies applied for, for pulp or
timber purposes, the names of the ap-
plicants, the area in acres applied for
in each case. Whether the applica-
tions have been approved by the Gov-
ernor-in-Council, the date of the ap-
plications and the approval the areas
approved and if for timber or pulp
purposes the date and amout of fees
paid in each case. Whether any area
has been forfeited or notice of for-
feiture sent, giving name of party and
date of notice; also showing whether
the areas so forfeited or regarding
which, notice of forfeiture was given,
have since been approved, or issued to
the same or any other person.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
tii Monday next, January 31st, at
three of the clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

MONDAY, Jan. 31st.

The House met at 3 o’clock pursu-
ant to adjournment.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.

MR. CLIFT—Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to
present a petition from William J.
Scott and other inhabitants of Twil-
lingate asking for the sum of $70 for
the completion of a road which was
begun some years ago from Kettle
Cove to Black Duck Cove. This is a
very important road connecting these
.wo populous settlements, and should
receive the favourable consideration
of the Minister of Publis Works.

Also, a petition from Malcolm
Simms and other inhabitants of Her-
ring Neck, asking for a grant of $100
annually for a main road between
Herring Neck and Merritt’'s Harbor.
This also is a very necessary work
and I hope that the matter will re-
ceive favorable consideration from
the Minister of Public Works. Only
those who are acquainted with the

nature of the roads in that locality
can form any idea at all of the im-

portance of this petition. I trust
that this matter will receive very fav
ourable attention because it is a very
imporant one, and in the estimates I
have every confidence that the Minis-
ter will include in the main line
grants the sum of $100 for this very
necessary road. There are a large
number of people in these settlements
very deserving people, and the main

line grant will be a very great boon
to them.

Also, I beg to present a petition
from Mark Rideout and other inhabi-
tants of Moreton’s Harbour, Salt
Pond and vicinity, asking for the
sum of $200 for the repairing of a
public wharf at that place. The pe-
titioners point out that at present
the public suffer considerable incon-
venience because of the dilapidated

condition of this wharf and in recent
vears the storms which have been

raging round that part of the coun-
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try have rendered it practically be-
yond repair. It is also the only safe
landing place between Pierce’s Har-
bour and Moreton’'s Harbour and peo-
ple coming from considerable dist-
ances have to make use of that wharf
I ask that his petition be referred to
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
and I feel sure that that gentleman
will give the petition his warmest
support and consideration, because it
is well known what a strong interest
he takes in his fellow-fishermen.

I beg also to present a petition
from W. H. Batstone and other in-
habitants of Nipper’'s Harbour on
the subject of a public wharf. This is
also a very much needed work and
I hope that the Minister will be able
to find from the moneys allocated to
the district a sufficient sum to grant
petitioners the amount required. 1
must say that this petition was for-
warded to me by courtesy of the
Colonial Secretary. The petitioners
apparently thought that by sending
‘he petition direct to the Colonial
ecrefary it would have a better ef-
ect than if they sent it to the mem-
ber for the district. However, that
gentleman has handed it over to me,
and I now ask that it be referred to
the department to which it belongs.

Also, 1 beg to present a petitinﬁ
from Abram Peddle and other inhab-

itants of Moreton’s Harbor, asking
the Department of Public Works to

provide them with 420 feet of iron
railing and $420 for placing the rail-
ing in position and blasting out some
rocks. This is to be placed on the
road leading towards Western Head
along the side of Fawcett’'s Cove Hill.
I feel confident that the Minister of
Public Works will be willing to give
this petition his most careful atten-
tion.

It was oirdered that these petiti
be received and referred to the
rartments to which they relate.

MR. PARSONS—I beg Ieav'
present a petition from the inh
tants of Upper Island Cove, in
District of Harbour Grace, on
subject of Education. 1 ask perr
sion of the House to read this pi
tion. (Mr. P. thereupon read the
tition). 1 also desire to presen
petition from one hundred and |
inhabitants of Spaniard’s Bay on
same subject. I will not make .
lengthy references to the matter
I should like to call the attenion
the House to one clause of the p
tion which requests that a med
examination of the schools sho
take place every year. This i
very important and necessary ma
and I think that the Governm
should deal with it at once. We
know that children are much mg(
subject to diseases and sicknes
than grown up people and it wo
be a good thing if this systematic &
amination could be brought abou
have been asked to present a pDi
tion on behalf of behalf of the H
member for Port de Grave on
subject of a wharf. I have not a
sonal acquaintance with the petiti
ers but I may say, Sir, that I was
formed by a gentleman I met on
train only to-day that this whart
an important necessity, not only
the people of Port de Grave but &
to those of the neighbouring disti
of Harbour Grace. I have, herefe
much pleasure in supporting the ps
tion, and I would ask that it be re
red to the Department of Marine &
Fisheries.

MINISTER MARINE AND FIS
ERIES—I have great pleasure in |
porting the two petitions present
by my colleague, Mr, Parsons, rel
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to Education, and also the peti-

resented bY¥ him on behalf of
g pn member for Port de Grave.
g Hugﬂ:y that this wharf has been a
fﬂr;};elt need in Port de Grave. The
mhabitants of Black Dur_‘k' Pond have
no means of landing their fish and
other things from LLabrador and they
have no approach to the shore except
o very rough and rocky beach. 1
Kknow that the petitinnerE: are not ask-
ing for anything that is not neces-
sary and I believe that when the
matter comes down to the Department
11 receive the attention it des-

ing

it wi
arves.

1t was ordered that these petitions
he referred to the departments to

which they relate.

MINISTER MARINE AND FISHER
IES—Mr. Speaker, at your request, I
peg leave to present a petition from
the inhabitants of Bareneed and Dock
in which they ask for the sum of
four hundred dollars to repair a
wharf and road damaged in the rec-
ent storms. The wharf was built
some time ago, but the recent
storms which have raged round the
coast have greatly damaged it and I
have no doubt that the prayer of the
petitioners will be granted.

I also desire to present a petition
from Joseph Dawe and other inhabi-
tants of Black Duck Ponds praying
for the alocation of the sum of $350
to finish a road leading from their
hames towards the woods. This road
I8 used a great deal by the inhabi-
tants during the winter, spring and
summer to draw their wood for fuel
and fishing purposes. The amount
required to finish the road is not a
very large one, and I trust that the
sum will be allocated for the purpose
I ask that his petition be referred to

the Department of Public Works.

MR. CLIFT—I have much pleasure
in supporting the petition presented
by the honourable member. I am well
acquainted with the road referred to
in the petition, and 1 am sure it
would be a great boon to the locality
if this allocation is made and the
road finished. It also gives me
pleasure to support the petition
from the inhabitants of Black Duck
Pond, praying for an allocation to
repair the wharf. I know the place
well and there is great need to have
this wharf as it is their only landing
place.

It was ordered that these petitions
be referred to the dparments to which
they relate.

MR. WINSOR—I leg leave to pre-
sent a petition from the inhabitants
of North River, This petition calls
for the expenditure of the sum of
$330, and it is made in reference to
the road leading to some agricultural
land there. The petition states that
the road is much needed, and that
the sum of $330 will be sufficient to
do the work.

Also a petition from the inhabit-
ants of Otterbury, praying for the
allocation of $75 to repair the road
between Clarke’s Beach and Port
de Grave. The road has been greatly
damaged by the recent storms and !
ask that this amount be granted in
connection with this road.

I also wish to present a petition
from the inhabitants of Port de
Grave with respect to the seal fish-
ery. I ask the indulgence of the
House while I read the petition. It
is rather lengthy but as it is import-
ant I am sure the House will not ob-
ject. (Mr. Winsor here read the
petition)). I will not say much with
regard to this petition, as it is prob-
able others of a similar character
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will come before the House, when
there will be an opportunity for dis-
cussion. The questions contained in
the petition cannot be attended too
off hand. They need to be consid-
ered very carefully before any legis-
lation dealing with this matter is

undertaken. In the meanwhile 1 ask
that the petition be received.

It was ordered that the petitions
be referred to the departments to
which they related.

HON. MR. EMERSON—I beg to
present a petition from Dr. Fitzger-
ald and others of St. Jacques, in the
District of Fortune Bay, asking for
the sum of $250 to construct a road
to connect with the main road lead-
ing around the head of the harbour.
This road, if Dbuilt, would be of
great benefit to the people, for as the
petition points out the head of the
harbor is the mooring place for
schooners, and at present the crews
of these vessels are greatly incon-
venienced owing to the absence of a
road at the place indicated by the
petitioners. At present the inhabit-
ants of the head of the harbour find
it very difficult to convey coal and
other articles from the landwash. 1
hope and I trust that the House will
provide the necessary money to have
the road built. I therefore move that
the petition be referred to the De-
partment of Public Works.

It was ordered that the petition be
referred to the department to which
it relates.

MR. HOWLEY—I beg to present a
petition from one thousand inhabi-
tants and electors of the District of
Placentia and St. Mary’s, asking for
the erection of a fog whistle on the
Downs. 1 may say that the number
of signatures to the petition and the
general support that the petition has

received from all that section of P
centia Bay, speak more forei
than any language of mine as to
desirability of erecting this
alarm. The eastern shore of Pacer
Bay is dotted with shoals and fog
very prevalent, and it is very d iE_:.f
for fishing vessels and steamers g
general craft to make port. 1
masters of the Portia and of
Reid Newfoundland
steamers Glencoe and Argyle, have
see, signed the petition. 1 wish
emphasize the desirability of gra
ing their petition to the petiti
Placentia Bay has been very negle
ed during a good many years &
this cannot be more clearly pro
than by stating that in the whe
Bay there is not a single wharf
which a steamer can moor. Ti
section of Placentia Bay represents
large amount of business a
money. One firm alone expo
annually about 25 or 30 thousa
quintals of fish and yet there are B
two telegraph offices in the B
west of Fox Harbor. The roads a
bridges are in a deplorable.cont
tion. This district, which represei
so much revenue and has such
large population has been great
neglected. I have great pleasure
requesting that this petition be o
ferred to the Department to which
relates, and when it reaches that d
partment, I shall make it my bus
ness as far as lies in my power
have it attended to.

MR. HOWLEY—I present a peét
tion from the Rev. Stephen O’Dri
coll and one hundred of the inhab
tants of St. Mary’s, asking fors
grant of $100 annually for the repé
and upkeep of the road leading fro
St. Mary’s to Holyrood Pond. Th
is a very necessary road, runni--; g
it does through rich agricult’_.
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and it is used by a great num-

d, ‘
:::- of the inhabitants for drawing
wood for firing and fishing purposes,

put there has never been any specific
grant for this road.

[t was ordered that this be re-

ferred to the Department to which it

’ relates.

MR. F. J. MORRIS.— Mr. Speaker, 1
have great pleasure in supporting
the petition presented by my col-
league asking for the erection of a
fog alarm oOn the Downs. I do mnot
gnow of any other part of the coast
around the country where there Iis
greater necessity for a fog alarm.
Along the whole of the eastern shore
of the Bay there is no port between
¢ape St. Mary's and Placentia. This
is a distnce of twenty-five or thirty
miles. The only guide to the mar-
iner is the light which was erected
fifty years ago. It was an old and
antiquated light then and it has not
improved during the fifty years that
it has been theie, It is no  better
than a light in a house. A couple of
candles would be better and I hope
that the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries will give his attention to the
matter and have the request of peti-
tioners attended to. I heartily con-
cur with the remarks of my col-
league, Mr. Howley, as to the gener-
al condition of the various parts of
Placentia Bay. 1 do not know how it
is that such an important district as
this has come to be in-such a condi-
tion, It is a shame and disgrace,
that a distriet of suech importance
and with such a large population has
net received the attention that oth-
er districts have received and 1 do
not see how it can have come about,
except through the misappropria-
tion of grants, in some way or
other. 1 do not charge any party
with this misappropriation, but I do
not see any other cause for the pre-
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sent state of affairs, Not only in
FPlacentia proper, but in the whole
district, is this the case. There are
only two public wharves and there
is not one at which the coastal steam-
er can draw uvp. [ think that the
people of that district, who are all
hard working and industrious people
deserve more attention than this. 1
hope therefore that the Department
will attend to this matter and I have

great pleasure in supporting the
prayer of the petition.
MR. DEVEREAUX.—I have much

pleasure in supporting this petition
also and 1 thoroughly agree with the
statements of my colleagues, Mr.
Howley and Mr. Morris. Placentia
District, and especially that part of
it to which the petition refers, has
been greatly neglected. Nine months
cf the year that part of the Bay 1is
covered with fog and it is impossible
to get along or guide the vessels
without a whistle., Cape St. Mary's
iss, one of the first ports on this
shere and it is from that part of the
coast that a great deal of our fish
comes and it is the most important
centre of the shore fishery. 1 think
that this petition calls for special at
tenticn. 1 quite agree with Mr. Mor-
ris in his statement as regards the
publis roads. The rcocads and bridges
are in a very bad cordition. In fact
the district has been very badly neg-
lected in every way. I trust, there-
fore, that this petition will receive
the attenticn it deserves and that
the Department will see to the erec-
tion of this feg alarm as soon as
possible.

HON. MR.. EMERSON.—I rise,
Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of sup-
porting the petition presented by
the hon. member for Placentia and
St. Mary’'s, Mr. Howley, in relation
to a Fog Alarm on the Downs or
Point Verde. Our coast, as a whole,
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is very insufliciently supplied with
alarms and lights, and particularly
is this case on the coast between
Cape Race and Cape Ray. During
the time that I have had a seat In
the House, I have always advocated
the erection of these aids to naviga-
tion, for the reason that, on more
than one occasion, I have had
brought home to me the great neces-
sity that exists for the erection of
these commodities around the coast.
I was prticularly struck with the re-
marks of Mr. Howley, in speaking of
the difficulties of navigation on the
Kast side of Placentia Bay, for the
same conditions prevail on the HEast
side of Fortune Bay. No harbour is
to be found on the East side of Pla-
centia Bay until Little Placentia is
reached, and in the same way, noO
{ishing vessel can run into any port
of safety, on the East side of For-
tune Bay, until the harbour of Bay
[’Argent is made. We could not
than in erecting Fog Alarms and
Tiohtheuses. for we are assisting the
spend our money in a better way,
fishermen, who are the mainstay of
the country in carrying on their avo-
cation, and at the same time minimiz-
ing the dangers of shippping general-
ly. The light at Point Verde is weak
and unsuitable for such a place, and
the .light on the Southern Shore of
Fortune Bay, at Garnish, is in a sim-
ilar condition: and I trust they will
both be replaced by more modern
lights, at a very early date. Later
on in this session, when the subject
will come before the House in a
more tangible form, I will take occa-
sion to present the claims of my con-
stituents, in respect of the erection
~f similar public works in the Dis-
trict of Fortpune Bay

MR. MOULTON—I have very
much pleasure in supporting this
petition. Living, as I do, on a

section of that coast, knowing the

difficulties and dangers that surroun

- our vessels and coastal boats, ar

on more than one occasion havin
heen caught in the fog myself, 1 thin
1 should say something in support g
the petition. Why, Sir, last year:
was on one of the coastal stean
ers when she was caught in the fg
in Placentia Bay, and it was only §
the sound of the train whistle th
the captain was able to tell his pos
tion, and ultimately got us into por
The captain asked me at that tin
to point out to the Government ¢t
great necessity of a fog alarm
this vicinity, and when I came
town I mentioned the matter to th
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
really hope, Sir, that this petitie
will receive favourable consideratiol
and this much-desired necessity |
granted.

It was ordered that this petitic
be received and referred to the d
partment to which it relates.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICES
I beg to present a petition from th
inhabitants of Bonavestia, prayin
that the sum of $50 be allocated fo
the digging of a well there. The peti
tion sets forth that pure water |
scarce and that a well will be needet
I have pleasure in supporting the pe
tition and would ask that it be r¢
ferred to the Department of Publi
Works, where I trust it will recei¥
the attention of the Minister. 1 al8
beg leave to oresent a petition froi
Captain George Hann and other 1
habitants of Wesleyville, praying thé
a harbor master be avpointed
that place. There is much shippin
in the harbor at different times |
the year and it is very necessary |
have a harbor master to keep ope
a right of way so that vessels may &
able to pass in and out. I ask tha
the petition be referred to the D€
partment of Marine and Fisherie

|
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sjder ation.

MR. WINSOR.—1 hzf.fe very inuchb
e in supporting the PE_
pleasﬂr hich have been presented by
B .able colleaugue, the Minis-
my homourabie i . A
¢ Justice, and 1 would like es
7 nl to cay a few words In refer-
pﬂﬂiﬂ-lt}; the ilatter. The harbor of
enﬂ:myville ig a very narrow one and
:EZI'E are continually a number cf
fishing vescels at anchor there, f:mt
cnly these belonging to \\fesleyvﬂle
| ¢ neighbouring piaces. The‘se vVes-
splg anchor there not only in the
E_prmg and fall, but right tl.lrnugh the
year, and @as the harbor is shallow
there is much inconvenience caused
to the people of Weegleyville. How-
ever, the harbor master is not want-
ed for the purpose of shutting out
t,he: cutsiders,, but to regulate the an-
chorage of the vessels. It is impos-
ihle to get either in or out at certain
times, so carelessly are the vessels
anchored, and consequently the ves-
gels in the northern end of the har-
bor suffer great inconvenience, some-
times having to spend two or three
days before they can get away. A
narbor master is greatly needed for
these reasons, to see that the vessels
anchor in such a way that the other
will not be inconvenienced or delay-
ed, and 1 give the petition my very

hearty support.

It was ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
On behalf of the hon. member for
Port de Grave 1 beg to present a pe-
tition from the Rev. T. H. James and
others of Cupids praying that the
Education Act be amended in certain
rarticulars. The prayer of the peti-
tion is similar to that set forth in the
two petitions presented by the hLon.
member for Harbor Grace, Mr. Par-

feited or notice of

sons, and deals with very important
matters in connection with education.
When under Ways and Means and we
discuss education, we shall have an
opportunity of dealing at greater

length on the questions raised in the
petition.

It was ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

QUENSTION ANSWERED.

MR. KENT.—1 ask the Hon. the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines to
lay upen the table a statement from
June 30th to date, showing the num-
ber of acres of land in this colony
or dependencies applied “or for pulp
or timber purposes, the names of the
applicants, the area in acres ap-
plied for in each case, whether the
applications have been approved by
the Governor in Council, the date
cf the application and of the ap-
proval, area apnroved, and if for
timber or pulp purposes, the date
and amount of fees paid in each
case, whether an area has been for-
forfeiture sent,
giving name of party and date of
notice; also showing whether the
areas so forfeited or regarding which
notice of forfeiture was given have
since been approved or issued to the
same or any other person.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE
AND MINES—The statement asked
for by myv honourable and learned
friend is in ccurse of preparation,
and I hope to be able to lay it upcon
the table of the House to-morrow.

DEBATE ON AMENDING RULES.
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
To give notice that he will to-day

move the following to replace Rules
22 and 23:—

That the stages of Committee
and Report on the Address to
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His Excellency the Governor, to
convey the thanks of the House
for His Excellency’'s gracious
Speech at the opening of the
Session, be discontinued

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—This motion stood over from the
last sitting of the House, owing to the
fact that the requisite number of
members to pass it were not present.
I am not quite sure that there are
twenty-four members in the House
now. If there are, I would move the
adoption of the motion.

MR. KENT—While the members
are coming in from the precincts of
the House, 1 suppose we can discuss
the question. I agree to a certain
extent with the object of the motion
of the Hon. Minister of Justice, name-
ly, to do away with the necessity for
a special committee to be appointed
to draft a reply to His Excellency’s
Speech. This reply is of a stereo-
tvped form and 1 consider the ap-
pointment of a committee a matter
of form also. However, there is one
matter in connection with the motion
which deserves consideration. It is
a well known fact that when the
speech is brought to this House it is
the only chance we have to consider
thhe policy of the Government as set
cut therein. The speech contains a
statement of the public affairs of
the Colony since the last session of
the House; it also gives a statement
of the financial status of the Colony,
and, lastly, a forecast of the legisla-
tion which is to be introduced by the
Government during the session. These
are very serious matters which all
on both sides of the House should
have full and ample time to discuss.
The time to do so is in the discussion
cn the Address. Under the proposed
amendment, it is possible that we
shall have this state of affairs:—On
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the opening day, an Address in Re
is proposed and seconded: then
leader of the Opposition has no
portunity of discussing it. He
a formal speech, which is mu'_.'
less stereotyped, but the real |
cussion on the Address takes pl
at the Report stage It is poss
that a government (I do not say
present one) on the day of oper
would go through all the stages
the Reply without giving the ﬁ-‘%
bers an opportunity of I:Itml(ing'E
observations on or moving |
amendments to the policy of
Government, as outlined in
Speech, or even of giving the
dress that consideration which
necessary. |

In the Imperiel Parliame
now, the practice which is propo
by my honourable friend is
which prevails, but there the m¢
bers are in possession of the
features of the Address before th
into the House, and they can
notices of any amendments they
tend to propose before the {01
actually sits. In our case, the (
position is not aware of what is
the Speech until His Excellency re
it in the other chamber. As a n
ter of practise, at every ordinary 8
sion the discussion would be more
less formal, but we have to look
all possible contingencies and rese
the rights of all members to crit
the Address and the policy of the G
ernment, which the Address is p
sumed to embody. Under the
posed procedure, it should be
nitely set forth that any member
the House who desired to offer &
observation or propose any amel
ment would be able to do so. Ul
I am convinced that the rights
all the members as I have set the
forth are preserved, 1 shall obj
to the present amendment going
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[ know that 1t is quite possible that
ember can enforce his rights

m

aier the provisions proposed Dby
;eepiﬂg the ﬂ{]ﬂr, but he ﬂught to
have other remedies beside that. He

ave the right of adjourning
the discussion, as the first day of the
gession 1s DOW devoted to pageantr:y
rather ihan to serious business. It is
an opportunity given to the Govern-
ment of the day to bring their sup-
porters here to listen to an eulogy
of their policy. As the proposal now
stands, it 18 quite possible for a gov-
ernment to put off all discussion on
their policy. I do not say that the
present government would do this, for
{ do not think they would, but some
government might. Amendments can-
not be made to the Address until it
is know what the Address will con-
tain, and the members should be given
ample opportunity to consider any
amendments that might be necessary.

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
I may say, in reply to the honour-
able member for St. John's East, that
the amendment is proposed purely
and simply for the purpose of ex-
pediting the business of the House
and for no other reason. The Gov-
ernment have no wish or desire to
shut off discussion or debate, nor is
the matter brought forward for any
such purpose. Nobody will suppose
that the debate on the Address will
not be able to be postponed till the
day after the opening of the House. 1
would be no party to the prevention
or stifiing of discussion of this kind.
If we accept the experience of the
House of Commons, we shall no doubt
g0 right. They have had the system
in force a long time. We know that
discussion on the Address in the
House never leads to any result, be-
cause no motion can be made to any
effect, nor are any proposed amend-
ments ever carried. The proposed

Ehﬂﬂl d b
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change will nct interfere in the least
with the right of debate. All a mem-
ber would have to do would be to ask
that any debate on the Address be
adjourned till the next sitting. The
matter 18 not one of tremendous im-
portance. All we want to do is to
save time and to have a procedure
in common with that of the Imperial
Parliament. In my opinion, the
amendment is a step in the right di-
rection; and as long as the present
Government is in power the right of
debate will be preserved, and I am
sure that when we are translated to
the other side, I shall be willing to
take my chances of receiving similar
treatment from members opposite.

MR KENT—If the Hon. Minister
of Justice wishes to adopt the pro-
cedure of the Imperial Parliament, I
think the best course to adopt would
be to refer the matter to a Select
Committee. 1 would further say
that I think it would be wise to adopt
their rules and procedure altogether
and not to take them in part only.

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE—I shall be glad to put the
matter to a Select Committee. As I
have said, we do not wish to gain any
party advantage. 1 beg to move that
the matter be referred to a Select
Committee to report back to the
House..

It was ordered accordingly.

MR. SPEAKER appointed Hon. the
Premier, Hon. Minister of Justice,
Messrs. Kent, Clift and Howley to be
the Committee.

SUPPLY GRANTED.
Pursuant to notice and on motion

of the Hon. Colonial Secretary (on
behalf of the Hon. Minister of Fi-
nance and Customs) it was ordered
that Supply be granted to His Majes-

ty.
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NOTICE OF SUPPLY.

THE HON. COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY gave notice that in the absence
of the Hon. Minister of Finance, he
would, on Thursday next, move the
House into a Committee of the

Whole on Supply.

DEBATE ON CASH NOTES BILL.

On motion of Hon. Minister of
Justice, the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on a
Bill, entitled, “An Act respecting

Cash Notes.”
MR. SPEAKER left the Chair.

MR. PARSONS took the Chair of
Committee.

MR. KENT—When this Bill was
before the House for second reading
1 did not offer any observations on
it. The reason of this was that I was
in favor of the principle of the Bill.
I certainly agree with any measure
that will give to those who receive
relief from the Government all
value for the relief granted. 1 take
it that this is the idea prompting the
present bill and I am in full accord
with that object. We all know that
the practice which has prevailed is
one which should be abolished as
aquickly as possible, for it has caused
much hardship to those who receive
the relief. Men have taken advantage
of the needs of the poor in order to
make money out of their necessity.
They have overcharged them for
goods bought in advance, without
giving the poor and needy a chance
of getting value for their notes. I am
in support of any measure which
tends to change this state of affairs,
and for that rteason [ made no
comments on the second reading.

Now we have to ask if that object
will be accomplished if +the present
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Bill comes into force. It is necessa
to give it our Dbest consideratie
and I take the opportunity of makij
a few comments on the Bill,
which I hope the Hon. Minister w
give his consideration. Are we
obtain the object desired by thg
responsible for this measure, th
is, that the poor will recel
full value of the relief granted
them? The reason why the holder
relief notes has not received fi
value in the past has been because
traded in advance on their payme
That is the foundation on which ¢t
poor were robbed, to put it in a b
way. «The present system will be
great improvement upon that whieg
has prevailed heretofore, but it w
not remedy all the evils. What w
happen will be that instead of e¢¢
ecting the poor notes, the trader ¢
merchant will colleet the cash.

The poor will still anticipate paj
ment of their relief. They will sti
take up such things as they requil
and the relief money will be pai&.-
the merchant. This will bring bat
the old state of affairs. I think son
thing ought te be put in this Bill
protect the widow and orphan, or p
sons receiving the relief from such
continuation of affairs as referred §
by the hon. member from Placent
District, Mr. Devereaux, the
day. We all krow that it is quite po
sible that certain circumstances al
conditions may render it absolutel
necessary to anticipate relief, and
think that such anticipation or paj
ment should be regulated in such
way that the person with whom ¢tk
widow or orphan is dealing shoul
not be in a position to avail of su
circumstances to benefit himself.
is quite possible that a recipient
lief might find herself in a positid
that it would be necesary for her t
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o to the Relieving Officer and antici
pate the monthly instalment, and if
the Relieving Officer is an independ-
ent person, a man who has no inter-
est in such anticipation, he might be
jeft judicial discretion as to whether,
under the circumstances, it was
proper to advance her the money she
mquired to anticipate and allow her
to handle that money herself instead
of drawing on the shopkeepers. And

[ also think, Mr. Chairman, that
there Hught to be some provision
whereby none but independent men,
not carrying on business from which
they may profit by handling poor
money should be appointed Reliev-
ing Officers. 1 think the cash notes
ought to be made out to the person
who is actually to receive the relief,
and that it ought to be made unlaw-
ful for any person, other than the
one actually entitled to the relief, to
get the money. That with some such
proposal as I have suggested regard-
ing anticipations by receiver, would
secure the handling of the money by
the person in need, and at the same
time prevent any hardship ensuing
for want of money during the inter-
vals between the payments. I have

not put these ideas in any form of

amendment, or resolution, or propo-
sition of any kind. 1 simply state
them here now for the consideration
of the Committee. I think that while
we are changing the old system, we
ought to look to it that such change
a8 wWe make will be one that will
remove entirely the evils heretofore
existing, and such change should at
the same time be complete and logi-

cal and compact in itself. We ought
not to frame a measure here this
session which, when it comes into

actual working, will be seen not to
have removed the evils which have
heretofore existed, and that these
evils will continue to exist, and we
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should see that an amendment or im-
provement or reveal or substitution
should not have to take place in a
yvear or two. Now I think these mat-
ters should be considered, and 1 can
assure the Hon. Minister of Justice
that if there is any helo or advice
he can receive from myself or any
other member on this side of the
House to perfect the measure before
us we will be pleased to help.

MR. MOULTON—While this matter
is before the House, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to say a few words. Be-
ing a business man in the outports,
I have come into contact with this
kind of thing for many years and I
think the more you tamper with this
matter of poor relief the worse mess
you will make of it. 1 think the
member for St. John's East is wrong
in what he wants done. 1 don’t
know anything about how this relief
is dealt with in St. John’s, but 1
know what is done in the outports,
and I think every outport business
man here will support me when I
say that the poor widows and orpnans
in the outports usually receive from
the business men fully one-quarter
more than their orders call for. I
know this to happen in lots of
cases. My opinion is that if you
tamper with the present system Yyou
will only do lots of harm. If Yyou
tamper with the system by prohibit-
ing the business men from collect-
ing from the Relieving Officers
amounts due none of these business

men will give any credit and that
will cause great hardship to those
receiving this small stipend. |

would be pleased to support any in-
crease in the amount given for poor
relief, for when you come to think of
the small mount of three or four dol-
lars a quarter given to a poor WwWo-
man with five or six children You
must see that if it were not for tlie
help given by the outport business
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men and other charitable persons iu
the outports such a woman could not
live through the year. |1 trusi, Mr.
Chairman, that there will be no more
tampering with this poor relief, be-
- yond, the amounts being sent out In
cash, as is provided in the Bill.

MR. CLIFT—Mr. Speaker, I would
just like to make an observation or
two in relation to this matter. With
the principle of the Bill 1 am in en-
tire accord, but I do not know whe-
ther it is going to remedy the evil
that is complained of or not. What
is the reason of the proposed amend-
ment in the method of distributing
what is called poor relief? 1 take
it that it is to prevent the widows
and others who are receiving relief
from being imposed upon by those
with whom they may be dealing.
The object is to place the cash in
their own hands so that they may
take it and go and purchase their re-
quirements for cash. Will this Bill
have that effect? If it will, then all
right. But I am not satisfied in my
own mind that it will, and before 1
make up my mind about it I should
like to have some information in the
shape of a report laid on the table
of this House from say the Commis-
sioner of Public charities, who is in
the habit of dealing with these orders
or from some of his relieving officers
in the various outports. 1 should
like to see some report from these
gentlemen who are in the habit of
dealing with these orders, and who
have had an opportunity of seeing
what inconvenience and suffering
have been caused in the past to per-
sons receiving relief, anl I should
be very largely guided in my opinion
by what these gentlemen would have

to say.

I know of no one here more cap-
able of making a report upon the mat
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ter than the present Commissionep
Public Charities, Mr. O'Dwyer, an
would suggest to the Minister
charge for our information and
the information of this House ¢t
Mr. O'Dwyer might be asked to m;
a report upon the present systs
and to outline his views upon thﬁ
posed amendment. I think, alao,;.
in the matter of issuing these gz
orders that they should be someth
like the present road orders, wh
are signed by the Chairman of

Road Board, they should be sigr
by the relieving Officer. 1 do not th
there is any provision for the sigp
ture of the Relieving Officer to be
tached to the order. Unless this
done I think it will be found w
difficult on the part of the Comn
sioner of Public Charities to Kke
track of these orders, but upon tk
as upon other matters, I would I
to be guided by the report of
Commissioner. I do not see how
fact of making it a cash order inste
of an ordinary order is going to pi
vent the anticipation of the org
and I believe there is a good deal
what is said by the hon. member |
Burgeo that a person who is in t
habit of receiving his orders eitk
permanent or casual is a great
convenience to shopkeeper or l
who must make an advance on the
I should be pleased to concur
my friend here, Mr. Kent, or
any hon. members of this Committ
in making this measure as perfeect
possible. I do not think we ought
rush the mater through but shou
give it the fullest consideration. It
a mater of vital importance affecti
a very large number of people in ¥
ious parts of their country.

MR. KENT—Regarding the ma
referred to by the hon. member |
Burgeo, I entirely agree with h
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jn many cases very favourable
eration and humane charitable
ent has been accorded the poor
system that has
peretofore been in use, but I think
when the system 18 considered as a
whole that every person who knows
what has been occurring must come
to the conclusion that it must be
remedied. Even under any system
that we may devise here, it is not
necessary for us to shut out entirely
the humane and charitable treatment
which has been given to the recipi-
ents of poor relief by the outport
shopkeepers and others. All we
want to do is to remedy the evils
which have existed, and I think we
ought to legislate against these evils
and take every precaution against

thﬂt
consid

their recurrence, but we ought not so
legislate that those who receive bene-
fit from the present system should no

longer receive it.

This Bill, I notice, refers to
three different Departments. It is a

very important matter, It deals with
a mater of between $300,000 and
$400,000 a year, and is a mtter of
very large financial importance to the
Colony, and I think that from that
standpoint alone, if from no other,
every precaution ought to be taken to
see that it is properly framed. The
hon. member for Twiilingate, Mr.
Clift referred to the fact that no
official of the department by which
these orders would be issued is to
sign the order. 1 do not thing that
that is a very safe way of sending
out such a large sum of money. I
think that the Relieving Officer or
the Commissioner, as the case might
be, should sign the notes before issu-
ing them, and that they should not
b€ in a position to be put into eircu-
lation until such time as they are put
into the hands of the persons entitled
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to receive them. That can be done by
having the persons actually issuing
them sign or counter sign the orders.

MR. SEYMOUR—I think this is a
matter that has been pretty general-
ly discussed in the different districts
themselves. We all
know that though a man may be
poor he does not want his name writ-

ten across an order so that the whole

world may know he is receiving
pauper relief. I think that if only
for this reason alone the c¢ash notes
should be substituted. I cannot see
that this change will make any dif-
ference to people supplying goods to
recipients of poor relief. As to what
the hon. member for St. John’s
East has said about who should re-
ceive the order, I may say that even
at present the Relieving Officers in
the different districts will only pay
over money to a supplier on receiv-
ing an order from the person actually
entitled to the money. The cash notes
would not affect this. The same
would still apply. The only difference
as regards the orders will be that
they will read to ‘““pay Dbearer” in-
stead of having the name of the
widow or the orphan written on
them. Another important thing is
that the notes will be like the road
notes and there will be no trouble
with them. They will be current ten-

der in any shop or bank. 1 strongly
support the measure to have relief
paid in cash notes. There is no

reason why the names of the poor
people should be written on the or-
ders. They are God’s poor and
should be treated in such a manner
as would not be repugnant to them
or anyone belonging to them.

MR. BENNETT—While this mat-
ter is being discussed, I would like to
say a word or two about it, more
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from a sentimental standpoint than
from any other. Two years ago when,
for a brief period, I sat on the other
side of the House, when the matter
of poor relief came before the House,
I took occasion to draw the attention
of the Government to the obselete sys
tem under which the poor were paid.
The hon. member for Hr. Grace has
referred to the degrading condition of
things with regard to the issue of
the poor orders. Many a person
through unfortunate circumstances
has had to have his name put on the
pauper list, and his name was
written across these orders, and they
were sent broadcast through the
country advertising him as receiving
relief. Now, Sir, the unfortunate peo
ple who were tieated in this way,
were the widows and orphans of the
hardworking fishermen of the Colony,
in a great majority of cases, and I
think the Government have shown
their desire to remove that strain

that branding of them as paupers by
the early introduction of this meas-

ure before the House.

The hon. member for Burgeo has

said that dealer. in the outports
do not always benefit themselves by

handling these orders. I am quite
ready to believe, Sir, that that is the

case, and I believe that in the great
majority of cases those who do han-
dle the notes often do so at a loss,
but, Sir, I believe that by the issue
of these cash notes, the Government
will be able to trace any unscrupu-
lous officer who would misappropri-
ate the money intended for poor peo-
ple. I do not see how a better sys-
tem could at present be adopted,
owing to the very scattered condition
of the people around the country,
and the very many hardships they
would have to go through to come
into some centre to receive their al-
lowance, owing to the fact of living,

in many cases, away from the
cipal centres of the district. 1 '_
it is a great advantage to haveg
money placed in their hands in
form. They will have some
that they can take and go out anj
for its face value, and it will by
gotiable and acceptable at all
and all over the country, and;
here in St. John'’s when these
notes come in, the business man
only have to go to the bank anj
posit them in the ordinary way
this connection, I think somet
ought to be done regarding the ¥
Money Orders, so that when a
son receives money orders thr
the post he will not have to ga
two or three palces before he
cash it. 1 strongly support
measure from a sentimental
point, in the first place, and, ii
second place, I think the Gove
have done well, even if they
only removed from the orders
name of the unfortunate who i
the position of requiring
lief. |

MR. WINSOR—While the j‘
sion is going on, I would like to
a few words to say on this mé
As a supplier in one of the
port districts of the Colony, I €
that T have as much knnwl&"
this question as anybody. I_1
say 1 took advantage, in anticip
of this Bill, some time ago,
down in Wesleyville, to ask the
lieving Officer if he would do m
favor in connection with this mé
I requested him to ask the 1-
and orphans if they wanted
lief paid quarterly, and he told
they demanded it. I told him B
would probably be a Bill brough
to the Legislature to pay poor £
in cash, and that probably '?--
would be a clause in that Bill
would not allow an order to be
sued to get anything between



 pwo terms. He fully pointed out the
i‘mﬁﬂmpg of this to me by saying :
anpposing the widow or orphan were
b Eﬂlﬂ; sick between the two terms, it
I :::1{1 not be possible to give them
3#.-'n'rder to get any medicine or to
get any nourishment whatever. I
as told by the Relieving Officer
Lﬂmt the widows and orphans detest-
~ od such a measure. They say that
] :j;ﬁﬁf nave been treated fairly and
| gquarely by the business men from

| -"Gre_enapund to Cape Freels. 1 am
. now speaking as a Dbusiness man,
.J and 1 must say if any clause was

1' put in the Bill preventing business
men from becoming relieving officers
it would be the greatest blessing to

E the business men of this country. If

. we could go over the books of the

h putport merchants or dealers or shop-
"ﬁieepers of this country we would
find thousands and thousands of dol-
:ﬁfg unpaid by the widows and or-

{Eﬁphan&-—ammmts which have been ad-
vanced them. There is a class of

& people in this country that have no
idea whatever of the charitableness

of the outport merchants. While 1

can only speak for the books of J.

- & W. Winsor, of Wesleyville, I think

I may go further and say the same

thing of the books of every merchant

from Greenspond to Newtown. You

- Will find in them thousands of dollars

- owed by the poor widows and or-

phans. 1 think what the member for

_ ?I,-I_B_“-fu-r'gien and LaPoile has said is true,

fhat were it not for the help given

by the business men these poor peo-

'%_P_‘l_e could not live from year to vear.

When you boil it down, Mr. Chair-
. man, and find a widow or orphan only
:ﬁfﬁng $12 or $14 a year from the
- Government, and with no other means
Of living, you must ask yourself how
:':.=t;hey live, where do they get the
Wherewithal to be fed and clothed.
5'15- iﬂ given to them by charitable
- Meighbors and business men. I am
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fully in accord with the member for
Burgeo, when he says the less youa
tamper with this Bill the better. 1
remember that two years ago, dur-
ing the time the previous Govern-
men was in power, resolutions were
introduced into this House by mem-
bers who were then on the Opposi-
ticn side to have poor relief paid in
cash. Now, for what reason was
this done? If my memory serves me
right, it was to remove the widow's
or orphan’'s name from the poor
crder. The present notes are put
into circulation, showing that a wid-
ow receives her $3 or %6 order, as
the case mav be, her name being
written on it plainly. Does that or-
der go direct to the Public Treasury.
No, sir, it dees not! That order, per-
haps, goes all over the whole coun-
try, and by the time it is returned to
the Poor Office everybody knows that
that poor person is in receipt of the
pauper’'s dole. Now, with this cash
note, it will be different, nobody out-
side knowing whe is the recipient of
poor relief. I am in entire accord
with the Bill as it stands.

MR. EARLE—I should like to say
a waord or two on the Bill before the
House. One or two years ago, 1
think, a Bill was brought in similar
to this, in the discussion of which 1
tock a small part. The discussion
was, if T remember rightly, whether
poor relief should be paid in notes
or cash. I was under the impres-
sion that the present Bill was to
adopt the latter course, but I find
that I am a little astray, as the wid-
ow is not to be paid in cash, but in
cash notes, because it is considered
this mode will minimize the risk.
As to whether that will be so, T am
not prepared to say. I should like to
say, however, that I do not at all
agree with the idea of having busi-
ness men as Relieving Officers. I do
not think that the two offices should
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be combined at all. 1 agree with
Mr. Moulton to this extent, because
very often much suffering is caused
by reason of business men holding
the position of Relieving Officer.
The people of this city cannot realize
the difficulty of dealing with poor
relief in the outports. In the city
it is under the direct control of the
Government; in the outports it is
nct so, and consequently often con-
siderable trouble arises. I am alto-
gether in favor of removing the con-
trol of the poor relief money from
the hands of the business man.

MR. MOULTON—I agree
with the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Fogo, Mr. Earle, that no
business man should be a Relieving
Officer, and I would go further and
say that no business man should
be chairman o¢f a road board.
From remarks made here this
afternoon one would at once gather
that the cutport business man was
always on the watch for the poor
crder, so that he might rob the wid-
ow and ornhan. That is a reflection
cn the outport business man which
is not deserved. Certainly there are
some black sheep among them, and
to prevent these carrying on their
work, I say no man who runs a
shop or carries on business should

be allowed to act as Relieving Offi-
cer.

entirely

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE—It gives me great pleasure to
see this Bill received with such great
unanimity on both sides of the House.
Two years ago a Bill similar to this
was brought before the House, but
was voted down, and it was not pos-
isble to carry it through the House.
The subject of this Bill was one of
the planks of the People’s Party
platform; it was ordered by the peo-
ple, and we are now proceeding to
put it into operation, and I am glad

to see such great unanimity am
the members of the House. With
gard to the remarks of the hon. j
tleman cpposite, 1 might say
the Government would be only
pleased to increase, even to dou
the amcunt at present allocated
poor relief, and 1 hope, if not in
then in the next session, they
be in a pcsition to do something
this direction.

As to the mode of payment, I }
ctate that this is a matter to Wwh
we have given very careful cong
cration, and after consultation ®
the Poor Commissioner, Mr. O'Dwy
and the officials of the Treasurjf ¥
rartment, we came to the conclusi
that the Cash Note system was t
csafest and most reliable that col
be adonied. This cash note will
better tnun a note on the Bank
Montrea:, because a Bank of
real note is not a legal tender.
cther werds, if a man tenders a Ba
of Montreal note to you in payme
cf a debt, vou are not bound to
cept it. You can say, I want go
But it will be noticed that there is
section in this Act which provid
that this cash note is a legal tender
it is as good as gold.

The only risk is that those nol
will be mislaid or stolen In trans
from St. John's to the Relieving Of
cer in the outports, but that is )
risk which must be taken. It is ¢l
risk taken by any business man wh
forwards through the post, ordinar
bank notes, or a note payable to bear
er on demand.

This method, as I have alread
stated, is the result of careful comw
sideration, after conferences with thi
different officials. It was the Go¥
ernment’s desire to adopt the moS
simple course pnossible, and if an)
of the hon. gentlemen have amn



sndments to suggest, which would
ﬂuﬂ.;d to make the system safer or
:iaiel' the Covernment would give

them its favorable consideration.

MR. CLIFT—I would like to say
4 few words in reference to the re-
marks of the Hon. Minister of Jus-
tice. He has stated that the only
risk would be that the notes might
pe mislaid CT stclen in transit from
at. john's to the Relieving Officers
In my opinion, therg
is a greater risk than this, namely,
the chance of the notes being lost
petween the time they leave the Re-

in the outports.

jjoving Officers’ hands until they
seach those parties for whom they
are intended. This is a very con-
giderable risk. For instance, in the

pistrict of Twillingate, which I have
the honor to represent, and which
is a very large district, there are
only three Relieving Officers. There
is one in Little Bay, whose district
extends from Shoe Cove to Pilley’s
Island—a very large stretch of coast
—and the only way he can send the
amounts to the pecple under his
charge 1s by post or messenger. The
same applies to the Relieving Officers
at Twillingate and Exploits. They
will have to send the notes over a
very large territory. There was no
very great risk in sending the Poor
Orders before, for they had to be en-
dorsed by the persons for whom they
were Iintended. The risk with. the
cash note is very much greater. In
my opinion, the danger is more in
the distribution of the notes than in
the sending to the Relieving Officers.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
—The risk referred to by the hon.
gentleman Mr. Clift, must be taken

and there is no way of insuring again
st it. The only thing to be done was
to appoint more Relieving Officers in
sections which are considered too
large for one man to handle. The
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only risks taken are ordinary business
risks and, as 1 said before, they
cannot be insured against. The old
system of checking the notes was for
the Chairman to sign them. The
note was not complete until it was
signed by the Chairman and in that
way, in case the Relieving Officer
helped himself, or there was any
cther fraudulent dealings in connec-
tion with the orders, it was possible
to trace them. The new notes will
not be signed by the Relieving Offi-
cer, for they will be complete when
they leave St. John's, but as notes
are sent to the different Poor Offices,
the numbers of the notes will be
kept in a register here, and if the
Relieving Officer is a business man
he will check them in like manner as
he sends them out, so that these
notes can be traced with very little
difficulty.

MR. CLIFT—Is it intended to pu’
the Bill through this evening?

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE—Yes, unless you wish it to
stand over for the present.

MR. CLIFT—I would like to go In-
to the matter more fully before it

zoes through.

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE—Very well, then, we will let
it stand over.

The Committee then rose.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
raported that thev had considered the
matter to them referred and made
ome progress, and asked leave fo sit
again.

Ordered that this report be received
and that the Committee have leave to
sit again on to-morrow.
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PROGRESS ON MARRIAGE BILL.

Pursuant to crder, and on motion
of the Iicn. Minister of Justice, the
House resclved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the bill entitled “An
Act to Amend Chapter 134 of the Con-
solidated Statutes (second series) en-
titled ‘of the Solemnization of Mar-
riages.” ”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee,
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and passed
the Eill without comment.

Ordered that this Report be received
and that the Bill be read a third time
on to-morrow.,

DEBATE ON REMISSION OF FINES
BILL.

Pursuant to order, and on motion
of the Hon. Minister of Justice the
Fouse resolved itself into Committee
cf tre While on the BEill entitled “An
Act  Respecting the Remission of
Fines.”

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
-—The object of this Bill is to give the
power to His Excellency the Governor
to remit the fines in certain cases,
and to bring the local law into line
with the Imperial law. Representa-
tions were made by the Imperial Gov-
ernment in this matter over a year
ago and the late Government prom-
ised to bring in a bill. We are now
simply carrying out their promise and
bringing in the bill, so that there
should be no doubt as to His Excel-
lency’s powers

MR. KENT.—Before this Bill goes
through 1 wish to bring to the notice
of the Minister some matters which 1
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think deserve consideration in
nection therewith. Without
explanation 1 cannot say whethe
Bill which is before the Comn
goes as far as the Minister “
sho.ld go or whether the hon. 3}
t>r has intentionally restric
operaticn. The Minister has explj
that the Eill is introduced at thg
stance of the Home Governmeg
order that our laws on the subje
the exercise of the prerogative
garding the remission of fines @
be made to harmonize with the 1
England on the same matter. a
sidering this bill it will be we
remember that the law of Enj
which was amended by the Img
Act of which this bill is a transe
was not the same as the law 3§
prevails in this country tn-da'.._.
which it is intended the present
sure should amend in order to t
the law of this Colony and ti
England the same.

In England, I might say,:
power of remitting fines is exere
by His Majesty through the H
Secretary. Before the Act of
was passed it was doubtful whet
His Majesty had the power to re
fines in those cases where by "
was provided the law should be j
wholly, or in part, to any '_
other than the Crown, that is in t8
cases-in which it went to any pel
who might sve for it or to a com
informer. Now it must be borne
mind in connection wlth this LT
that there is a distinction betw
fines, based upon the distinction
tween criminal and civil law. Tl
fines which are recovered by ecrim
proceeding, by information or ¢

e

plaint, fall into the category
crimes; those recovered by
action are not crimes, but form

branch of the civil law, Persona
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qlways regarded the distinc-
. petween fines recovered in crim-
:3 proceedings and those recovered
“.eivil prUCeediugs as an entirely ar-
itrary distinction without . any essen-
4l OF real difference whatever. How-
u:éi‘ this may be, the distinction ex-
&tﬁ and must be regarded in framing
ﬁuh a measure as the present. In
Eﬁglﬁ“d all unappropriated fines go
» the Crown and they only go to the
ﬁurmﬂr or person who sues for
hem when expressly or by necessary
mpl_iga,tiun the statute imposing them

p directs.

have

The Crown here has now no power
o remit such fines, and the Act of
chich the present is a transeript, was
assed to give it the power to do so.
ut the Act is strictly limited to the
pmission of those fines which are
riminal and does not give any power
r right to remit fines recoverable
y @ common informer oOr person
ther than the Crown in a civil
etion. 1 cannot say whether it is
he intention of the Minister to re-
trict this Act to fines of a criminal
haracter, or to extend it to those re-
overable bv ordinary action, or as
fiﬂ called a popular action as in the
@se of an ordinary action for debt.
Eﬁr& can be no doubt of the limited
El?é'l‘:& of the English Act. The mat-
Erhaa been actually decided. It
wose in a case in England in the
‘ear 1883, in which a clerk in a rural
Eﬂnﬂﬂ or some such local authority,
Hw sted by an informer to recover
LLﬁlIE payable by reason of the clerk
Qing a shareholder in a Company
the local
informer

The

amount of the fine. The case wns
sfesented to the Home Secretary,
.:--:‘bﬂiﬂg satisfied that the whole
MAir arose from a misunderstand-

ing or through inadvertence, caused
the fine to be remitted. The plain-
Ciff, L.owever, was not satisfied, but
procceded on his judgment, whereupon
the clerk asked for an injunction to
restrain the plaintiffi on the grounds
that the*fine had been remitted. The
(CCourt however, refused the injunc-
tien, on the ground that this being a
civil penalty the Crown had not under
the Act the right to remit it.

This bill
inal cffences.
hhere

is also limited to crim-

The pcwer of the Crown
is noet as broad as it was in
Engiand for the reason that in Eng-
land all 1nappropriated fines go to
the Crown, and over all such fines
the Crown had power to remit, but
here, on the other hand, by force of
a special provision of the Consolida-
ted Statutes all unappropriated fines
go to the person who sues for them
or to the common informer, and are
recoverable by popular action as for
an ordinary debt. It was found
necescary in England in certain in-
stances tc amend particular Statutes
to enable the Crown to remit fines
cf this kind. If it is intended to cover
fines of all kinds now is the time to
so werd this bill to cover them. The
distinetion between civil and criminal
fines is purely arbitrary without any
real difference. The object of all fines
is preventive and all should be classed
alike. 1 point these matters out to the
Minister so as to enable him, if he
desires to cover all fines by the Act,
to so change the verbiage of the bill
as to meet this desire.

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE—In reply to the hon. member,
I would say this bill is only intended
to deal with ecriminal and quasi-
criminal cases. The matter of civil
actions is a very large question which
would have to be given very careful
consideration. All we are doing here
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is carrying out the undertaking made
by the late Government in a despatch
dated January, 1908, and sent by the
late Colonial Secretary, in order to
harmonize our law with 23 Vie., Cap.
32, in which despatch it was promis-
ed that the matter would be dealt
with at the next session. This Act is
taken from 23 Vic., Cap. 32, in fact,
it is almost a verbatim copy of that

Act.

On motion
rose,.
MR, SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

the committee then

The Chairman, from the Commit-
tee, reported that they had consid-
ered the matter to them referred,
and passed the Bill without amend-

ment.

Ordered that this Report be re-
ceived, and that the Bill be read a
third time on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE NAMED

MR. SPEAKER announced the ap-
pointment of the following gentle-
men to the Library Committee:—
Hon. Colonial Secretary, Mr. F. J.
Morris, Mr. Goodison, Myr, Clift, Mr.
Dwyer and His Honour the Speaker.

ADDRESS OF THANKS TO BE
PRESENTED

Mr. Speaker acquainted the House
that His Excellency the Governor
would receive the House with the
Address of Thanks, at Government
House, with the Address of Thanks,
1t Government House on to-morrow,
Miesday, at half-past eleven o’clock

in the forenoon.

MR. KENT gave Notice
tion.

MR. CLIFT gave' Notice of Ques-
tion.

of Ques-

THE HON. COLONIAL SE
TARY (on behalf of the Hnn.ﬁ
ter of Finance and Customs) s
notive that, on Thursday uﬂ._?
move the House into Cﬂmﬂl-
the Whole on Supply.

THE HON. MINISTER OF
TICE—I give notice that, on
next, I will move certain :.e_'-j,'
with regard to the rates of
on vessels entering the pnrt?
John's.

THE HON. MINISTER OF
TICE—I give notice that, on tg
row, I will ask leave to introc
Bill in relation to employm
females on board fishing vess
the Labrador.

THE HON. THE PRIME ¥
TER—I give notice that, on !
day next, I will move the Hou
Committee of the Whole to ce
certain resolutions providing
construction of branch railw
this Colony and for the ope
same.

[t was moved and secondet
when the House rises it adjour
to-morrow, Tuesday, February
a quarter-past eleven of thefh
the forenoon.

The House then adjourned a
ingly.

TUESDAY, February 1st, 1

The House met at a qua t
eleven of the clock in the
pursuant to adjournment.

ADDRESS OF THANKS PRES

MR. SPEAKER informei
House that, in accordance _"_
intimation received J'EBtB_"-
Excellency the Governor
ceive the Address of Thank:ﬁii'
past eleven of the clock to-dé
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Mr. Speaker and the

Ause proceeded 1O Government
Hﬂu and heing Teturned to the
Hﬂ.useajlv Room, Mr. Speaker inform-
Aﬁs&;z }iuuse that His Excellency had
> t- red the Address of Thanks,
;z{:fzad heen pleased to reply thereto

as follows:

Acﬂﬂl‘d iﬂgl}’ !

\[r. Speaker and Honourable Mem-
- pers of the Commons of New-

foundland:

«] thank you for your Address 1n
Reply to the Speech with which your
present gsession was opened.”

RALPH WILLIAMS,
Governor.

(Sgd.)

MR. SPEAKER then left the Chair
until three of the clock.

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair
at three of the clock in the after-

noon.
PETITIONS PRESENTED

MR. MOULTON—I beg Ileave to
present a petition from John Penny
and others of Ramea, asking for
cable communication with the main-
land. For the past six or eleven
years these people have been peti-
tioning for a cable, but nothing has
been done in the matter. Ramea has
grown to a place of considerable
importance, and it is very necessary
that it should have some method of
communication with the mainland.
Apart from being a port of call for
the mail steamens it is a safe port
for vessels going up and down the
coast during times of fog or storm.
Frequently they are detained there
for days, and are unable to com-
municate with their friends who are
consumed with anxiety as to their
Whereabouts. 1 have been making
énquiries as to the probable cost of
& cable, and so far as I can gather

about §6,000 would cover the outlay,
It is very necessary to have either
cable or telephone connection with
the mainland. 1 am of opinion that
the Marconi system would be very
good, as they could then get into
communication with Cape Ray, but
it is for the Government to say if
they feel they can do anything in the

matter. I trust they will make a
move in the matter and have this
cable laid.

HON. MR. EMERSON-—I desire to
support the petition presented by the
hon. member for Burgeo and La
Poile,fo r I am well aware of the
great necessity that exists for tele-
graphic communication being estab-
lished between Ramea and the out-
side world. As the hon. member has
pointed out a cable between the is-
land and Burgeo would not cost
more than six thousand dollars, and
the interest on the outlay would be
easily provided, for the number of
messages sent from that place would
be considerable. There are a couple
of large mercantile firms doing busi-
ness on the island whose telegraphic
business must necessarily be very
large, and it would only be reason-
able to assume that a telegraph
office would pay there. The residents
are very anxious about this matter
and have agitated on the subject for
many years, but from some cause 0°
other the project did not materialize.
If the Government ~ould not have a
cable laid to the island other means
of communication should be estab-
lished, such as the erection of a
Marconi station on the island. Of late
years Ramea has become a very im-
portant business centre, and not only
is it a port of call for both ccastal
steamers, but is also of refuge for
many sailing vessels and fishiag
craft running up and down the coast.
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By the business men of the island the
want of telegraphic ecommunication
is badly felt for the loss of time, and
expense and inconvenience of send-
ing their messages to DBurgeo for
transmission is a great hardship
which should ©be removed. In addi-
tion to this the absence of the tele-
graph places the business firms at a
great disadvantage as compared with
their competitors living on other
parts of the coast who enjoy the
privilege, and I hope that the time is
near when the people of Ramea will
snjoy this boon.

It was ordered that this petition
be referred to the department to
which it relates.

HON. MR. EMERSON—I beg leave
to present a petition from R.
Bailey and others of Bay d’Argent,
Fortune District, asking for a grant
of $350 to construct a road round
the Point at that place. The peti-
tioners point out that this road
would run towards the main road,
and as a part of this has already
been built they ask now for the sum
to finish the work.

| also wish to present a petition
from the inhabitants of Bay 1’Argent
praying for a sum to repair the
main road between Baine Harbor
and Bay "Argent. This road is many
miles in length, and the bridges in
many places are in a very bad con-
dition, and the road itself is practi-
cally impassable. The wusual road
egrants for the district are almost
entirely taken to repair the bridges,
and there is nothing remaining to
spend on the road. 1 beg to move
that these petitions be received and
referred to the department to which

they relate.

MR. HOWLEY—I have much plea-
sure in supporting the petition just

presented. The road is one w
really belongs to the District of
centia and St. Mary’s, as well §
that of Fortune Bay. The
about thirty miles long, and §
great number of bridges on i
bridges take up the grant us
allocated for the road, and ¢
quently very little or no

can be done. Another

on which I should like to
in this connection 1is the §
tion of a half way house. Man
the residents of the places along
road have spoken to me about
maiter, and I am sure it would
great convenience to travellers
either Placentia or Fortune Bays
presentation has been made .
erect a shelter with a stove or 8
style of heating. 1 am sure if &
thing can be done it will be =
appreciated. |

It was ordered that the petitio
referred to the department to ¥
it relates.

HON. MR. WATSON—I beg I¢
to present a petition from Rev. {
Chamberlain and other h.-_,__'_'z
of Catalina, on the question of E
cation. Also, a petition from El
Mercer and others of Blaketown
the same subject. These petiti
are practically the same as ti
which were presented yesterday.
petitioners ask that free element
education be provided, that edi
tion be compulsory during cep
portions of the day; that there
regular medical inspection of scho
and that there be other st
amendments to the present_*
When the matter of education col
before the House, we shall have
opportunity of further discussing
prayer of the petitions.
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s ordered that the petition

it wa the department to

pe referred O
;mhiﬁh it relates.

MR PARSONS—I beg leave to
s petition from John Staple-
| - f Harbor Grace, on
fos e z. breakwater. The

| ﬂﬁﬂn sots forth that storms from
per ast and the north-east work
j?;.:; havoe and do much damage.
:'Eapeﬁci&llf was this the case last fﬂ:ll.
ﬁhﬂﬂ' the residents of the vicinlty
lost cunsiderable by reason of a
peavy storul. The amount asked ft:::r
is only $100, and if the breakwater 18
granted, it will be a great boon. 1
ﬂi‘erafure ask that the department t_n
.which it will be referred will give it

every consideration.

It was ordered that the petition be
referred 10 the department to which

it relates.

'MR. HOWLEY—1 beg leave to pre-
sent a petition from P. G. Power, R.
(anning, J. bBarron and eighty others
of North East Arm, Dunville, asking
for a grant of money to build a road
from Dunville to the rallway station
:ﬁt.Jersey gide. Dunville is a large
and growing centre, and at the present
tima has a population of 700 people.
The road to the railway station is in
a very bad state of repair at the
-ﬁre-sent time, for the road was made
some twenty or thirty years ago, and
in later vears practically nothing has
been done to keep it in condition. At
times it is practically impossible for
horses and carts to pass over it, and as
most of the petitioners are more OT
less farmers, who have produce toO
transport over this road, repairs to it
are a mrch needed imprevement. 1
ack that the petition be referred to
the Department of Public Works, and
I hope it will be acceded to.

MR. DEVEREAUX-—I have

much

pleasure in supporting the petition

presented by my Hon. colleague, Mr.
ilowley.

[. was ordered that the petition be

referred to the department to which
it relates.

NUOTICE OF QUESTION

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon. the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
whether Mr. jJoseph F. Downey, mem-
ber for the District of St. George’s,
was employed by his department at
any time since the accession of the
present Government to power to date;
if so, to state in detail the nature
of such employment, how long he was
empleyed and whether he is now em-
plcyed; whether has has made any
report or reports thereon; if so, to
table a copy of such report or reports;
and the amount which Mr. Downey
has been paid or agreed to be paid

for such services, and to what account
the same is charged.

T:-TE HON. MINISTER AGRICUL-
TURE AND MINES—The answer to
the question of my honorable friend
is in the course cof preparation.

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
whether Mr. Jogseph F. Downey, mem-
ber for the District of St. George’s,
was employed at his department at
any time since the accession of the
present Government to power to date;
if so, to state in detail the nature
of such employment, how long he
was employed, and whether he is
now emploved; whether he has made
any report or reports thereon; if so,

to table a cony of such report or re-
ports, and the amount which Mr.
Downey has been paid or agreed to
be paid for each services, and to
what account the same is charged.
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MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Mr. Downey has not
been employed by the Department of
Marine and Fisheries since the acces-
sion of the present Government to
pPOWEer,

MR. KENT—To ask the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries whether it is
the intention of the Government to
erect a lighthouse at Bell Island in
Ceonception Bay. Also, whether it is
the intention to extend the public
wharf at the Beach, Bell Island, and
at Lance Cove, Bell Island.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—These matters are be-
ing considered by the Government.

MR. KENT—To ask the Minister
of Public Works to lay upon the
table of the House a statement, in
detail, showing (1), the total of the
L.egislative Grant for the current
vear (1909-1910), appropriated to
the Electoral District of St. John’s
for (a), main line road; (b) local
roads: (c¢) ordinary and surplus trust
special; (2) the expenditure and al-
locations stated separately from each
of the said grants, showing in each
case the date, object, locality and
amount of each item of expenditure
or for which allocation is made and
parties by and through whom they

were made.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—In the absence of the Minister
of Public Works, 1 may say that the
statement asked for is in the course
of preparation, and will be laid upon
the table of the House to-morrow.

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon. the
Colonial Secretary to table a copy
of the contract between the Govern-
ment and the owners or charterers
of the Ss Louise, and between the
Government and the owners or char-
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terers of the Ss Othar, and bet
the owners or charterers of t,
Sebastian, for the carrying of m
and passengers, with a copy ;
correspondence relating theretd
to the several services therein j
cided for, and a statement show
all payments in connection ¢th
with. !

THE HON. THE COLONIAL 8]
RETARY—I shall lay the co
asked for by my hon. friend upﬁ
table of the House, as soon as |
are ready—in the course of a d
two.

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon,
Minister of Finance and Customs
lay upon the table of the Hous
statement, in detail, showing date
payment, names of persons paid,
the nature of claims discharged,
the expenditure, from the access
of the present Government to po
to date; (1) by special warrant
sued under Section 33 (b) of
Exchequer and Audit Act, 1899; |
by order of the Executive Couneg
for which no legislative authority «
ists; (3) under the vote for Gene
Contingencies.

THE HON. THE PRIME MIN
TER—I may say that the statem
asked for by my hon. friend will
prepared.

MR. CLIFT—To ask the Hon. i
Minister of Agriculture of Mines
Mr. A. H. Seymour, M.H.A., is I
or has been, in the employ of his &
partment, and if so, to lay on °
table of the House the followil
(1) a copy of any instruction issi
to Mr. Seymour; (2) a copy of @
reports made by Mr. Seymn:::mr.:_l
a statement of the nature of the s¢
vices to be performed by Mr. Se
mour:; (4) a detailed statement
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travelling or other-
wise incurred by Mr. Seymour and
W-Ed on account thereof; (5) the
pa.itﬂ of Mr. Seymour’s appointment
dﬂd whet remuneration he has re-
an.md or is to receive, for his ser-
_ﬁeﬁ;’[ﬁ] to what funds the said

services and exnenses are charged.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE

AND MINES—The answer to this
| ig in the course of prepara-

all expenses for

question
tion.
MR. CLIFT—To ask the Hon. the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
to lay on the table of the House a
detailed statement of all expendi-
tures made from the 30th of June to
date out of the vote for the Experi-

mental Farm.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE
AND MINES—The statement asked
for is in the course of preparation.

MR. CLIFT—To ask the Minister
of Public Works to lay on the table
of the House a detalled statement of
expenditure on account of Bay Rob-
erts Court House, with copies of all
vouchers for the same, from June
20th to the present date.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—The statement asked for is
being prepared.

MR. CLIFT—To ask the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries to lay on the
table of the House a detailed state-
ment of the expenditure made on
account of the Fishery Wardens dur-
ing the past season, giving the names
and the jurisdiction of each Warden,
including the amount paid ‘each
Warden. Also a similar statement
regarding the Game Wardens.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—These statements are
being prepared.

PROGRESS ON BILLS.

Pursuant to Notice and leave
granted, the Hon. Minister of Jus-
tice introduced a bill entitled, “An
Act respecting the employment of
females on board fishing vessels on
L.abrador,” and it was read a first
time, and ordered to be read a sec-
ond time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order, and on mo-
tion of the Hon. Minister of Justice,
the bill, entitled, ‘“An Act to amend
Chapter 134 of the Consolidated
Statutes (second series), entitled,
“Of the Solemnization of Marriages,”’
was read a third time and passed;
and it was ordered that it be engros-
sed, being entitled as above, and that
it be sent to the Legislative Council
with a message requesting the con-
currence of that body in its provis-
ions.

Pursuant to order, and on motion
of the Hon. Minister of Justice, the
bill entitled, ““An Act respecting the
Remission of Fines,”” was read a
third time and passed; and it was or-
dered that it be engrossed, being en-
titled as above, and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a

messagze requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

DEBATE ON CASH NOTES BILL.

Pursuant to order, and on motion
of the Hon. Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into Commit-
tee of the Whole on the bill, entitled,
“An Act respecting Cash Notes.”

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair.

MR. PARSONS took the Chair of
Committee.

MR. KENT—Before section three
is passed I must point out that there
is some confusion in the language of
that section. There are really two
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sections contained in that one sec-
tion, the result being that the whole
thing is meaningless. The first part
of the section is all right if it stood
alone, but I think you will not find
any legal definition of the word
“Treasury.” 1 think, “‘Department
of Finance' is really meant. “Treas-
ury” here has no meaning. It is the
second part of the section that I
wish to draw particular attention to.
The section does not say whether the
amount of the notes is to be debited
at the Treasury Department or debit-
ed in the department to which they

are furnished—I1 mean debited
against the officers to whom they
are delivered. 1 submit for the

consideration of the Minister that
the section be divided in two. I think
the Auditor General when he comes
to audit these accounts will have
much difficulty in making them fit.

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE—I think, Mr. Speaker, that
the word ‘“‘Treasury’ is sufficiently
inclusive, and that there is no need
to have it altered. It is a term with
which we are all famaliar, and I have
no fear that it will be misunderstood
legally. I do not imagine there will
be any difficulty about the distribu-
tion of the notes. KEach department
will look after its own supply, and a
proper record of them will be Kkept.
There does not appear to be any need
to divide the section, as suggested by
the hon. member, as the meaning is

fully clear.

MR. KENT—I1 do not see the ne-
cessity for the section. If a fixed
number of notes are printed equal to
the amount of the grant apportioned
to the several services to which this
Act applies and no more, and these
notes are all furnished to the several
departments as previously provided,
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there will be no notes in the :
ury to destroy. On the face of th&
all the notes which will be prin
for a particular year will be iB
by the Treasury and find their
into the other departments, and ne
will be left in the Treasury t.ﬂ:'é .i:-i
stroy. It would therefore be e'i'e-'-:-_
necessary to provide for the destr
tion of the notes remaining 111
different departments to which -

were issued by the Treasury, 2
which were not needed for th
vear's services. I would like

know what the experience of the D
partment of Public Works has ﬂ
under the present Road Order 5}*_-_'
in respect of the balance of its
after the year closes. 1 would &
like to know if it is the 1ntentiﬁ |
the Government to print new a
every year. All these things ~
be settled. |

THE HON. THE MINISTER O
JUSTICE—I may say that it is o
the intention of the Government ¢
print more notes than would be re
quired for one year. The Audi
General will know what amount v .
be wanted for Public Works ]
other services, and it is the intentf’
of the Government to issue
amount, and they will be daliv:
to the various departments acco E'E
ing to the amount required. It IH
happen that some will remain
used in the Treasury; these will be
destroved at the end of each year
During the year the other notes E“'-’
the Boards or Road Officers will
coming back and they will be
celled. Thus within one year frf
the financial year in which the notes
are 1ssued they will all be destroyed.
I may say that we discussed at con-
siderable length the idea of the
member, namely, issuing a gjjf
number of notes. but we cnncl*ud'-:,



until we see how the Act turns
safer to issue each

that
out it will be

year the amount required for that
year.
yR. KENT—The remarks of the

Hon. \linister of Justice have only
_ﬁwentuated the fact that the section
jg peedless. The number of notes to
pe printed will be the mnumber re-
quired for the different services. By
gection three all the notes will find
their way to the several departments,
so that there will be no original
notes left in the Treasury. There
are no means whereby these notes
ean be got back into the Treasury.
There are no means for their de-
struction in the department to which
they are issued. The only provision
* 13 to destroy the notes at the place
where there cannot possibly be any
notes at all.

/ THE HON. THE MINISTER OF
f' JUSTICE—If, according to your idea,
there are no notes in the Treasury
. Department, there will be none to
destroy.

MR. KENT—I said that there can-
not be any in the Treasury and the
gsection is entirely meaningless. It
might be necessary if words were put
in for the other departments to re-
- turn their notes to the Treasury.

P THE HON. THE MINISTER OF

JUSTICE—They will be destroyed
] under section six.
li_ MR. KENT-—That refers to used

| '_lm'tas, not to unused notes, remaining

in Departments of Public Works, Ma-
. rine and Fisheries and Public Chari-
- ties, uncancelled, unused..

:. | On motion the Committee then

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair,

- The Chairman from the Committee
- '®borted that they had considered the
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matter to them referred and passed
the Bill without amendment.

Ordered that this report be receiv-
ed and that the Bill be read a third
time on to-morrow,

DEBATE ON ST. GEORGE’S VICAR-
IATE BILL

Pursuant to order, and on motion
of the Hon. Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the bill, entitled,
““An Act to amend the Act incorpora-
ting the Vicar Apostolic of St.
George's.”

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair.

MR. PARSONS took the Chair of
Committee.

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE—The amendments required
are merely formal and are necessary
on account of the fact that since the
Act of 1897 was passed to incorpor-
ate the Vicar Apostolic of St.
George's, the Roman Catholic District
of St. George's has been elected into
a Diocese, and the Rt. Rev. Neil Mc-
Neil, who was then the Vicar Apos-
tolic, is now Bishop of the Diocese,
and the changes in the Act simply
deal with these facts. The <changes
are entirely in the first section and
the amendments are made at the re-
quest of Bishop McNeil. I would ask
to have put into that section in the
second line the words, “in commun-
ion with the Apostolic See of Rome
and Ordinaries, from time to time, of
the Diocese.”” That is the correct ec-
clesiastical expression as given to me
by the Rt. Rev, Bishop MecNeil.

Sections 1, 2 and 3 passed.

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE—I would ask that in sec-
tion 4 words, ‘“the Catholic Church,”
be taken out and the following put
in: ‘‘the Catholic Episcopal Corpora-
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tion.”” As it stands it might give rise
to some denomination discussion.

The Committee rose after adopting
some changes.

MR. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Commit-
tee reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred and
passed the Bill with some amend-
ments.

The report was received and
adopted, and it was ordered that the
Bill be read a third time on to-mor-
TOW.

SECOND READING OF ELECTION
BILL

Second reading of Bill, entitled.

“An Act to amend Chapter 3 of the

Consolidated Statutes, Second Series,

entitled, ‘“The Election Act, 1889.”

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE—This Bill was allowed to
stand over yesterday at the request
of the Leader of the Opposition. 1
now beg to move the second reading,

SIR ROBERT BOND—I do not ob-
ject to the motion for a second read-
ing of this Bill, because the House
is only invited thereby to admit the
principle that it is desirable to facili-
tate electors in recording their votes,
but I think that when the House goes
into Committee on it they will have
to move with very great caution or
they may destroy the very essence
and object of the Ballot Act, which
is purity of election. I do not ques-
tion for one moment the good inten-
tions of the Government in this mat-
ter, but I do question the wisdom of
the course they are suggesting in
order to carry out their intentions.

The great object of the Ballot Act is
to secure purity of election,to prevent

common booth should not be pro

intimidation, bribery, undue ip
ence and personation of the eleg
S0 far as the ingenuity of the |
parliamentary talent the world ¢
could devise means to that end it
been devised, and is embodied in
Ballot Act as we have it in operg
in this country to-day. In the ;
1887 I introduced the system of
ing by ballot into this country, §
drafted the first bill, copying it
most verbatim from the English
of 1872. That Bill was referred
Select Committee of the Hous;
Assembly, consisting of Sir Jame
Winter, the present Mr. Justice |
erson, Mr. A. J. W.McNeily, K.Cj
late Mr. P. J. Scott, K.C., the
Mr. M. H. Carty, K.C., and mysell
am therefore in a position to §
that every phase of the condif
incident to the conduct of a Gen
Rlection in this country was ta
into consideration. That Commi
was not unmindful of the cirél
stances that the Bill now introd
by the Minister of Justice is desig
to deal with, namely, the influx t¢
John's of a number of outport v
at the time of election; but it
felt that the establishment of a €€
mon booth in this city, where out
voters could poll their votes, was
set with so many dangers and (
culties, that in the 1nterest ﬂf:
purity of election which the Ba
Act was intended to ensure, Suck

ed.

What, it might be asked are
dangers? First, the very &
danger of personation, and the €
culty of detection. There are 18 €
toral districts in the island,
provision would have to be mad
record votes for all these dists
How in such case was it possibl
prevent personation? It was
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do this by dividing the
o numerous polling sta-

gible tO

f'tri'ﬂtﬁ int

tlﬁﬂﬁém his place of residence where
.;: ?E at once recognized. Persona-
tion 18 thereby rendered almost, if
not entirely, impossible. Again, the
law endeavours to prevent persona-
tion by the appointment of agents in

the booths. The principal object that
the law had in view in permitting
candidates for election to appoint
agents was to prevent personation
rhis is very clearly laid down in
section 85, of 6 and 7 Vie., Cap. 68,
which says, “‘For the more effectual
detection of the personation of voters
at elections, be it enacted that it
shall be lawful for any candidate at
an election of a member or members
to serve in Parliament for any coun-
try, city, or borough, previous to the
time fixed for taking the poll at such
election, to nominate and appoint an
agent or agents on his Dbehalf, to
attend at each or any booths appoint-
ed for taking the poll at such elec-
tion for the purpose of detecting
personation.”

Our Election Act makes similar

provision. A candidate may appoint
an agent in every booth in his dis-
trict. But of what use would the

appointment of 18 or more agents in
a common booth in St. John's be, so
far as personation is concerned? A

man might enter the booth and de-

clare he belonged to Conche, in the
District of St. Barbe, and giving the
name of a resident of that place,
tle:nand and obtain a ballot paper.
Neither the Deputy Returning Offi-
Cer nor the agents present in the
booth could dispute his claim be-
tause they have no personal ac-
~ Quaintance with the people of that
locality, and the man succeeds in his
Personation. This may happen in

- close observation of
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respect to any or every district. Then
multiply it hundreds of times, and
we thus have districts robbed of
their choice of representatives, or it
might be the country thrown into
confusion by systematic fraud.

In the second place, by the Bill
now introduced, the sphere for the
bribing of outport electors would be
enlarged. In small settlements the
chance for successful bribery is very
limited. The elector is under the
his neighbors;
he is under the restraining moral
influence of his faimly and friends,
and if bribery took place detection
would be rendered comparatively
easy, because the inquiry would prob
ably be confined to the act of the
candidate or his agent in the settle-
ment. The outport voter in the city
would be in a very different environ-
ment. He would be away from the
observation of his neighbours, he
would be away from the restraining
moral influence of his family and
friends, and completely at the mercy
of the many unscrupulous and unre-
cognized agencies that are ever to be
found in large communities. We must
remember that the chance of detec-
tion of crime is minimized in propor-
tion to the extent of the environ-
ment. Moreover, 1 think, Sir, that
this is a phase of the question that
will have to be considered by every
one of us when we go into Commit-
tee on the Bill. My only object is to
safeguard and to protect, as I have
said, the voters from the outports
when they come into the city, from
those evil agencies that are so active

the world over at periods of elec-
tion
In the third place, Sir, by this

Bill, the outport elector is brought
within the sphere of treating and in-
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timidation. In the majority of our
outports there is no chance of treat-
‘ng, because the Local Option Act is
in force and lignor is not to be had,
and if treating is attempted, then it
is very easy to trace it to the candi-
dates or their agents. Here in the city
the rosy and amber ever flow in a
turgid stream, and the members of
the House would be aware of the
remarkable influence that those bev-
erages have upon the action of elec-
turai who partake of them. 1 say
that under this Act the outport elec-
tors of this country will be led into
temptation. We should not make it
easy for them to become amenable to
the undue influences of treating. In
respect to intimidation I would ob-
serve that in their homes the outport
electors are far removed from the
intimidating influence of the supplier
of the bag and barrel. Here in this
city they would be in close touch
and therefore would likely be influ-
enced by them.

[ would, therefore, ask the Hon.
the Premier if there is any precedent
for such legislation. I am not aware
of any precedent; if there is not,
then the House should be careful of
an innovation of this kind. In all
countries a similar condition of
things as this Bill 1is intended to
cope with, is experienced. Take, for
instance, the recent election in Eng-
land. It is safe to assume that thou-
sands of electors in all the large
cities were absent from their polling
stations and were not able to vote,
on account of being employed in
shops, warehouses and factories, and
no such machinery as is proposed by
this bill was deemed practicable to
enable them to vote. In England in
order to prevent personation, bribery
and undue influence, a special effort
is made to keep electors at home,
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Every county is divided into
districts in such.a manner, so 1
far as it is possible every
resident in the country has a f
place not more than four
his own home. The elector ig
permitted to vote outside his ow
trict. 1 am not aware of any
dition of things in this <con
which would warrant any depg
from the well recognized rules
govern the vote by ballot the 3
over. |

It is true, that at election tiz
but, comparatively speg
very few, electors from the ouf}
are found in this city, but I say
that if this calls for a remedy it
be found in fixing an earlier dag
the General Election. We have
accustomed to hold our General
tions between the first and the |
of November. That, I submit’
long experience is too late a dag
all parties concerned. The ILi
dor fishermen usually return
the L.abrador to their homes bet
the 15th of September and the
of October, if not the whole of &
at least the majority of them.
remedy is to hold the General’
tion on an earlier date, to be
by a Bill on the Statute Book;
hetween the 5th and 20th of O€
er. The majority of the elet
would then be at their TresSpes
polling stations. They would
have left on their annual visit &
city, and the evil complained €
this Bill thus be easily got &
Since it is the intention of the:
igter of Justice that this Bill
o0 to a Select Committee, I trust
the few remarks that I have &
will have some weight. our
aim and object should be to pre
the purity of the ballot, and to
vent by every possible means,

few,
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intimidation and im-
sphere of which
the Bill under

rruption,
the
will be enlarged by
our cﬂnsi-deratiﬂm
THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER—I] am prepared to admit that
the Rt. Homn. the Leader of the Op-
puﬂitiﬂﬂ has delivered a very inter-
esting speech on the Bill before the
House, and I believe that he is actu-
ated by the very highest motives in
pointing out the dangers which, in
nis opinion, will come into being by
the placing of this Act on the Stat-
ute Book. I have no doubt, what-
ever, but that the Rt. Hon. gentle-
man is as anxious as I am to hedge
around with every possible safeguard
the elector in his exercise of the fran
chise. I remember in 1887 when the
Ballot Act was introduced by the Rt.

ery, €O

Hon. member, and although I was
not one of the Committee which
drafted that Act, yet I had the ad-

vantage of taking part in the debafe
which resulted in its passage through
the Legislature, that the desire was
to make it as perfect as possible, and
to make it as applicable as possible

to the conditions which exist here.

I cannot agree with the Rt. Hon.
gentleman that all the dangers point-
ed out by him are likely to happen as
a whole, or even in isolated cases.
The question we are up against is
this, can we by any possible legisla-
tion give votes to the two or three
thousand outport men, who through
the defective machinery of the Bal-
lot Act, are disfranchised every
time a General Election takes place.
We had an opportunity within the
last seven or eight months, that is,
the people of St. John’s had, of see-
fng thousands of outport men, who
l}'&ﬂ come to the city on business,
Bither leaving their business to g0
home to vote, or not being able to

leave, being forced to forfeit their
vote. The Government has been ask-
ed by the outport members, by the
representatives of the outport people,
to find a remedy for this, and it is
with this object that the Government
has introduced this legislation, and
they consider that this is the best
way to remedy it.

If, as‘the hon, gentleman states,
bribery, corruption, treating and in-
timidation will be the outcome of
the Bill, then T am sure that no
member inside this House or any per-
son outside of it, would wish it to
become law. But, sir, I am confi-
dent and fully believe that no such
dangers as are pointed out by the
Rt. Hon. gentleman will arise. Why,
Sir, I do not know of a single case
of impersonation ever oeccurring, and
I have been in the House for over 20
years, though there has been ample
opportunity around the whole coun-
try for it. 1 am aware that the Rt.
Hon. gentleman has a high opinion
of the morals of the people of New-
foundland, as high, or perhaps even
higher than I have; but I would
point out to him that a Newfound-
lander does not easily lend himself
to bribery or corruption, and that it
is a very difficult thing to get a
Newfoundlander to subject himself
to snares and bribes. I have never
known a case in my experience. AsS
regards impersonation, I do not
think that there is any danger of
that either. As the Rt. Hon. gen-
tleman is aware, outside of St. John’s
where every man has to vote in his
own booth, an elector can vote In
any booth in the district in which he
lives. For instance, in the district
of Twillingate, which the Rt. Hon.
gentleman has the honor to repre-
sent, a man from Norris Arm can
vote in Twillingate, and vice versa.
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It is the same in all the other dis-
tricts, with the exception of Carbon-
ear, and a few other small districts.
In the district of Placentia and St.
Mary’s, which is a very large district,
a man from Rushoon c¢an vote in
Rushoon and vote again in Trepas-
sey. But this has never been known
to be done, and I can see no danger
of that being done under the new
Act which was not done @nder the
old Act.

As regards the suggestion that un-
der this Act corruption might be
practiced through the habit of treat-
ing, I am prepared to say, that on
polling day we are as free from in-
toxication in the city as the most
prohibitive cities elsewhere. During
the last two elections drunkenness
was absolutely unknown in the city.
[ did not hear of a single case. This,
I think, will be a sufficient answer to
that plea. With regard to intimida-
tion, my experience of Newfound-
ers is that they do not allow them-
selves to be intimidated. The Rt.
Hon. gentleman referred to the in-
fluence of the supplying merchants,
the bag and the barrel men, as he
termed them. My own idea is, that
when the bag and the barrel men at-
tempt to intimidate, to use their per-

suasive powers and to advocate
their own particular policies and
candidates, they do not usually

have much success. I have known
cases where men have gone away
from merchants’ offices without their
bag or their barrel rather than al-
low themselves to be intimidated,
and in any case this is a thing which
will cut both ways.

The Rt. Hon. L.eader of the Oppo-
sition has asked if there % any
precedent for this Act. No, I am not
aware of any. I am inclined fto
agree with him that in no country

of the world where elections arg
by popular ballot, is there
this nature in force, but then it
be remembered that in no +
are the conditions similar '.
that exist here. The Rt.
gentleman suggests an earliep
on which to hold the election,
could not have an earlier date
cause while there are a great nu
of outport people in St. John’s :
the time that elections are us
held now, yet at no time
months of September and Oct
have we a lesser number. Then g
there are thousands of our %j‘r’
fishermen who are still absent
their homes during the early pa
October, and to make an ea
date would mean the disfranch
of all these men. It could no
later, because it would then be
possible for the candidates to
vass the larger and more T
districts. The Government have ¢
fully considered the matter and
come to the conclusion that th
the earliest and most effective n
od of dealing with it. We haw
fear of impersonation, intimidg
or any of the other dangers W
in the opinion of the Rt. |
Leader of the Opposition, are I
to come into existence under
Act. ‘1 might say that personal
have very little interest in this I
ter. It will not affect me in
least. It has been done in the in
est of the outport members, ant
are of opinion that the voter wi
as much safeguarded under this
as he was under the old one.

MR. KENT—I would like to s&
few words in reference to this T
sure before it goes to its third T
ing. Although I feel confident
this Bill will find its place on
Statute Book as an Act, I thinl
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ht to g0 very cautiously before
e pnact this legislation. The object
wadeintentinn of this Act, as outlined
:11 the Prime Minister, is to remedy
; existing evil. Tne evil is, that a
certain number of voters are not
able to register their votes in the
general Election, by reason of their
peing in St. John's and absent from
their own polling places. It 1is to
remedy this and prevent those evils,
if possible, that this Act is presented.
our great aim and object should be
to preserve the purity of elections.
The members who discuss those mea-
sures ought to be allowed to point
out evils which they will possibly in-
troduce, without its being taken for
granted that they are referring to
ﬂlOBE evils as already existing.

The framers of the Ballot Act in
1887 took every precaution to hedge
around the voter with every possible
safeguard. In attempting to remedy
an evil which undoubtedly exists,
eare should be taken not to create an

evil of greater magnitude. After all
a voter is only human, and should

not be subjected to undue tempta-
tion. He should be protected from
the machinations of unscerupulous
party organizations.

A voter in any country is only
human and the object of every law is
to protect him against the influences
which party organization and others
throw around him in order to tempt
him to vote the way they wish. 1
think the measure which we have
before the chair is not the way to
accomplish the end which the hon-
Ourable member has in view. I think
the effect of the measure will be
that we will have here in the city of
St. John’s a booth for each elec-
toral district and a deputy returning
Officer in each of these booths who
brobably knows nothing about the

district for which he is the deputy
returning officer and probably knows
nothing about the people residing in
that district. The agents of both
candidates in the districts cannot
possibly have any information re-
garding individual voters. As the
L.eader of the Opposition has pointed

cut, it i1s by reason of the local
knowledge which the agents have of

the voters going into the polling sta-
tion that they can prevent persona-
tion. It is through that they we
have had no case of personation of
which T am aware in this country. I
believe that the voter in Newfound-
land is as far removed from corrup-
tion as in anyv other country, but at
the same time I think that we ought
not to enact legislation which would
throw temptation in the way of ot-

hers. It is simply a question whether
we should enact legislation to render

it possible for party agents, respon-
sible or irresponsible, to bring to
bear upon the people influences such
as would direct them to vote other-
wise than as their conscience would

dictate to them.

might say, another
portion of this Bill which will re-
quire careful consideration in the
Select Committee to which it is pro-
posed to send it, and that is section
5, which refers to petitions or coun-
ter petitions in case of a disputed
election. I am of the opinion that
the law on this subject should re-
main as it is. [ think that the law
allows a period of two months for
the purpose of filing petitions in case
any member or voter wishes to
charge a member or candidate with
corrupt practice. I think that that
time is ample. We ought not to en-
courage conditions where the con-
duct of one man depends upon the

another, where one

There is, 1

conduct of
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man says to another, ‘I won't prose-
cute you unless you prosecute me."”
[ think that the experience has been
that as the time when we are ap-
proaching the expiration of the peri-
od for filing petitions, members are

watching each other to see if they
are going to file a petition. If one
man has a charge to make against

another we ought to do so independ-
ently of the action of any other man,
Every man ought to stand on his own
actions, and not depend on what his
opponent or others may do.

Then, again, I am of opinion
that the remedy which the hon. mem.
ber proposes to go into effeect should
not be limited to St. Johmn’s. The
evils referred to, as far as the ab-
sence of voters from their districts is
concerned, will be found to exist all
over the country. Many people from
other districts are employed at
Bell Island and Grand Falls,
we will have other such
springing up in future all over the
country, and if we introduce this
principle we will have polling for
every district in every centre in the

and
industries

countryv. I can't see how Wwe can
logically stop at the city of St.
John's. Men from all round Concep-

tion Bay were at Bell Island last
fall and last spring during the elec-
tions. Hundreds of them were in the
same position as voters in St. John's,
and were deprived of their votes,
because they could not get to their
distriets. The same thing applies to
Grand Falls. You have got men from
Bonavista Bay, Trinity Bay, Placen-
tia Bay, and from all round the coun-
try there. It is the same with the
Albert Reed industry, whieh is spring
ing up at Bishop Falls, where yon
will have men employed from all the
districts in the country. We have
lots of other industries being pro-

moted. These will become centp
employment, and if we '::;‘
machinery outlined in this Aet
the ecity of St. John's we must g
multiplying it according as new
tres spring up. Otherwise we
not meet the whole evil. I think
some other means ought to be
vised.

hs

This matter of the abg
of voters from their districts
time of elections has been the i
of much thought and consideratig
the people in every country of
world where public elections
held, but neither the Minister of .
tice nor the Prime Minister can
us a precedent for such legisl
this. Not in any part of the _
Empire or in any of the colc »f
we find legislation which
for a voter voting outside of
district. 1 think probably that
absurdity of the position is one wk
must have struck legislators in ot
countries. Take England, for
stance, the number of peovle
come from the various parts of
country go to London, Manches
Liverpool and other large centres g
are absent from their districts at
time of the elections is very
greater than here, and in ;
quence thousands of these men
disfranchised. But it is recogni
that this at least is not the |
deal with this problem. .

..|~5-_.

No doubt some remedy may
found to meet the evil which exis
though I am inclined to think
it is greatly exaggerated. I also h
had some experience of elections
St. John's as well as the Prime ¥
ister, and I have seen the very &
to which he refers, but I don’t th
that it was of the magnitude wh
he deseribes. I have seen in
John’s numbers of men try to |
home, but were unable to get h@
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tpeir districts. Everyone admits
Et the evil exists, but it is one of
tha

e matters which a person is in-

ed to magnify in his own mind,
E rather than put the measure now
::ﬁ;re the chair on the Statute Book,
I would prefer to let the evil con-
tinue, pecause 1 believe the result
v:f'ﬂl pe endless confusion and great-
er. evil than heretofore. 1 join with
the gpinion expressed that every E:’L—
fort should be made to remove this
avﬂ, put not in such a way as to
.ause greater evils, and I hope that
the result of the deliberations of
j;h,e Select Committee will be that
ﬁoﬁlﬂ other means Wwill be formulated
to be submitted to the House, and I
think, sir, that the honourable min-
ister will have the assistance, not
only of every member of the Gov-
ernment, but of every member of the
Qpposition, in carrying into effect a
measure, if it can Dbe devised, to
meet the evil which exists.

thos

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I meve that this Bill be referred to
a Select Committee.

Ordered accordingly, and the fol-
lowing to comprise the Committee—
Hon Minister of Justice, Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, Sir Robert
Bond, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Davey, Mr.
Squires and Mr. Howley.

The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND gave No-
tice of Questions.

MR. KENT gave Notice of Question.

MR. GEAR gave Notice of Ques-
tion.
It was moved and seconded that

When the House rises it adjourn till
to-morrow, Wednesday, February 2,
at three of the clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-
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WEDNESDAY, Feb. 2nd, 1910.
The House met at three o’clock in

the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
mendt.
DOCUMENTS TABLED.
THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC

WORKS laid upon the table of the
House the Report of the Medical Sup-
erintendent of the Lunatic Asylum
for 1909.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER, by command of His Excellency
the Governor, presented to the House
the following message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor :

“ Sir—The Governor has the hon-
our to communicate to the Honourable
House of Assembly the appointment
of the Commissioners of Internal
Economy of the Legislature, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the
Statute 61 Viectoria, Cap. 1, as set
forth in the accompanying certified
copy of a Minute of the Honourable
Executive Council, approved by the
Governor this day :

“Government House,
“St. John’s, Niid,,
“ Jany. 29th, 1910.

“ Certified Copy of Minutes of the
Honourable Executive Council, ap-
proved by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor on the 29th January, 1910.

“Under the provisions of Section
4, Cap. 1, 61 Vic., the following to
constitute the Commission of Internal
Economy of the Legislature, namely :

“Hon. Sir E. D. Shea, Kt., Presi-
dent of the Legislative Council; Hon.
John Harris, Hon, George Skelton,
M.D.; Hon. W. R. Warren, Speaker
House of Assembly; Hon. Sir E. P.
Morris; Kt., RK.C., LixD.: Hon.B Ik
Morison, K.C.; Hon. R. Watson.

“Certified true copy.

“(Sgd.) ARTHUR MEWS,
“ Dep. Col. Secy.”
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DEBATE ON TEMPERANCE
PETITION.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—1I beg leave to present certain peti-
tions in relation to the Licensing
Law mendments. The petitions are
signed by Rev. James Bell, Convener;
Rev. Charles Hackett, Rev. Joseph
Thackeray and Messrs. E. Lodge and
Charles E. Hunt, all of whom con-
stitute a Committee appointed at a
public meeting, with powers to make
arrangements for the presentation of

the  petition.

It is generally known that the
Church of England Temperance SO-
ciety has of late years taken a Very
special part in the promotion of
temperance. Recently, at a public
meeting held in the British Hall,
presided over by His Lordship Bishop
Jones, resolutions which had been
previously adopted by the CET.S.,
were confirmed and adopted by the
public meeting referred to, and now
form the subject of the petition which
I hold in my hand, and which, as sen-
jor member for the District of St
‘John’s, 1 have been asked to present.
The petition asks that five amend-
ments be made in the present law, as

follows :

1-—That only one entrance be al-
lowed to each retail premises;

9 __That there be but one bar and
no ante or sitting room;

3 __That all licensed premises be
geparated from other places of busi-

ness;

4 —That the hours be from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. all the year round;

5 —That there be no credit.

I feel sure that when dealing with
this matter the Legislature will, as
in the past, give the matter every
reasonable consideration, giving full
weight to the character and standing
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in the community of the
asking for the legislation while
the other hand, fairly conserv
interests of the other side.

In the past legislation of thig |
has never been considered frog
party nor from a political st
point. Every member of the ILg
lature has been free to vote ag
pleased. Temperance legislation
never been made a Government
ter. For these reasons I am cey
that every member of the Legisla
will, when the matter comes ::7"._'
the House, give every considera
to the problem, with a desire _
to do what is right, and in the
interests of all concerned. At
present time it might be intereg
to look at the genesis or evolutio
the Licensing Law. It is now
one years since the first Intoxicat
Liquor Act was passed. That wa
think, in the year 1839, abo t
vearsg fter the granting of Repre
tative Government. That Act was
a crude, simple character, with
or two provisions, providing for
paying of a fee for the license,
also that the name of the per
selling intoxicating liquors should
placed over the door. Since
must have had something like th
or forty Acts, all more or less i
ing about improvements. The
amendment was that in 1906, W
is our present law, and which, in
opinion, is a very comprehensive
censing law. The amendments
1906 were the results of a Comm
sion which had been appointed
the Government of the day at
instance. That Commission had
ported in favor of increasing nea
all of the penalties under the A
had introduced the Black List; ecre
ed the right of suing a publican
$1,000 where death or loss resul
through selling liquor to a drunka
created the Licensing Board; m

then
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sary the publication of applica-

Ilei::: for licenses; provided for the
tio oreation Of new licenses or the
non-

—anting of licenses near a church;
& fining of parties found on the
remises, publication of the Pames
_Ef convicted licensees; the selling of
liguor to boys under 18; the prﬂc}]r_
ing of liquor for bOyS; the gl‘antm"g
py the Licensing Board only of li-
gcenses for Labrador; and the preven-
tion of the employment of women as

parmaids.
The petitioners now think that we

did not go far enough on that occa-
sion and that there is still room for
ijmprovement, and hence they now
come before us with this petition. It
will also be interesting for the House
to know, in connection with this pe-
tition, of the growth of Local Op-
tion in this country. In 1872, about
forty years ago, liquor was for sale
all over the Island. There was then
no such thing as Local Option. Af-
ter that the enactment providing for
Local Option was introduced, which
is only another name for the Scott
Act of Canada, and to-day practically
every settlement in Newfoundland,
with the exception of the Districts of
St. John's East and West, is under
Local Option. 1 have been told by
the people residing in the outports,
by clergymen and others who have
taken an interest in temperance work
in the outports, that Local Option
has done good work and has been of
great benefit to the people, and that
the people generally have benefitted
from Local Option. We know that
Local Option will not do away with
the consumption of liquor. It will
only affect the man who goes into a
public house or bar and orders a
glass of liquor or a bottle, but it
Will not affect the man who keeps
the liquor in his own home.

Bven though practically the whole
~ tountry is now under Local Option,
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yet we see that the consumption of
liquor to-day is not much less per
head than in 1872. Though the de-
crease is not great, still there is a
decrease. That decrease, 1 think,
is sufficient to justify the adoption
of that legislation in the various set-
tlements from time to time. Now,
Mr. Speaker, I think everyone in
this House and outside of it will
agree that this evil in the community
should be minimized as much as pos-
sible. The only difference may be
as to the form and machinery to be
adopted. Some are entirely in favor
of Prohibition and some Local Op-
tion, while there are others in favor
cf centinual amendment of the law.
Perscnally, 1 have always favored the
latter course. 1 have never in this
House, during the past twenty-five
years, voted against any reasonable
amendment to the liquor law. 1 be-
lieve that that law, as it stands to-
day, is a very good law, but it may
be, as the petitioners say, that it is
capable of still further amendment;
but we should exhaust every means
in our power to improve the law be-
fore adopting other means which are
not as well tried and the results of
which are not so certain.

I have no doubt that this legisla-
tion, to a very large extent, follows
on the result of the vote last year,
in relation to Local Option. It is
well known that Local Option was
tried last year in St. John’s, though

not carried; and those who Wwere
identified with that movement now
very fairly say to themselves : Well,

we tried Local Option and the major-
ity of people are not in favor of it at
present, and in the meantime we
must content ourselves and ask the
Legislature for what we regard as
reasonable amendments to the pre-
sent laws. Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 feel
certain that the Legislature will be
pleased when the time comes to take
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up the whole question, and to deal
with it in a way that will be satis-
factory to all concerned. As I have
already said I am a great believer
myself in the gradual amendments
of the law. The best legislation we
have in the world is the result of
amendments. Take some of the fin-
est Acts which are the law of this
country to-day, and which are Im-
perial Acts, which are the result of
years and years of amendment. Take
the Merchant Shipping Aect. It is
nearly sixty years since the mHassing
of the first Merchant Shipping Act.
Year by yvear has the British House
of Parliament amended and improv-
ed it. It is now the evolution of
years of amendment, and the same
may be said, 1 think, of temperance

legislation. Originally quite simple,
and not at all comprehensive, it has
gradually evolutionized itself into

the present Bill, which in detail and
general character is, I think, a fairly
good measure.

There is one aspect of the tem-
perance question from which good
results should flow. 1 refer to moral
suasion and example, and what can
be done by those outside the House
and independent of legislation. If we
mean to make people permanently
sober, we cannot do it entirely by
legislation. We ought to ask our-
selves the question, are we doing
all we can outside this House, by
precept and example, to make our
people a sober people, and convince
them that in sobriety rests the very
highest ideals of citizenshin, and al-
so everything that tends to lengthen
life and add to the comfort of the
home. In this promoting of temper-
ance there is good work being done
by our clubs and societies. 1 can
remember, Mr. Speaker, twenty-five
or thirty years ago, when there was
not a club or society in St. John's
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where a young man could go in
night. There was no place to _;.*_:_._
to the bar of the public house,
bar was the only place where
could go to meet his friends, :
it was in the summer, when he.f
g0 in on the country roads or fie
But on wet or cold nights he 1
g0 to the bar-rooms, which
made attractive, pleasant andﬂ
ductive,

That danger has now been 4
largely minimized by the leaders
officers of the various sumeties, :-.
have discovered that a society ha
higher mission than walking |
once a year. All the societies
throw open their club rooms in_l
the nights, whereas forty years
not a member of one of these a-
ies would be in the rcoms in
nights. The club rooms are
filled every night with young t
reading the newspapers, or play
harmless and amusing game
games which are an advaut&g&
them. Neverthless, there are
hundreds who do not possess the
advantages, men for whom no elu
have been provided, men who are i
poor to join a society and who
quire every cent they earn for t
necessaries of life, and whose
club or society is the walk the:f-' ta
in the night in the streets or
place where they stand to talk
their friends. Much can be done ¢
that score. There is room in fI
country for many more clubs ar
societies for working men, and
think a great deal of good can |
accomplished if those outside ﬁ
House, who have the time and
means at their disposal, would
take up this work.

There is another department
this question to which I would
fer. If we cannot make this geners
tion absolutely sober, can we
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¢ deal for the coming gen-

do 2 g;‘;eal nhad the advantage, as
pration : many others, of taking part
well ﬂ-ﬁfew months ago in the cele-
only 2 of the Total Abstinence So-
| bmﬂ?ﬂ fftieth anniversary. All the
ﬂi_&wﬁ of temperance were there—
lea.d&:;ace Archbishop Howley, His
ﬁdahip' Bishop Jones, Rev. Dr.

Curtis, MY friend, Colonel Rees, the
Head of the galvation Army, Mr. Isaac
¢. Morris and others who are con-
' uously identified with temperance
giihis country. There we saw the

jife-work of a number of laymen in
the community, many of whom are

pave put in fifty years of work in

that society and who have left an an-

nual record behind them of men
they have helped and saved and as-
sisted and made strong in every walk
of life. But there was another point
t_hﬁt suggested itself to my mind on
that occasion. They had there two
hundred and fifty young boys taking
part in this celebration, who belong-
ed to the Juvenile Branch of the So-
ciety, and they wore their temperance
badges, their life preservers, on them,
and 1 asked myself the question, if
it is good for these twoO hundred and
fifty boys, why not every boy in the
whole country be innoculated; if it
{s good to vaccinate these two hund-
red and fifty boys against the liquor
miecrobe why not the whole country,
and do it under such circumstances
and with such ritual as will impress
it on their voung minds from their
very earliest hours, an impression
that will grow up with them and
continue with their life.

Do this with our young men and
the coming generation will be sober.
Cateh them yvoung, before they even
know the taste of liquor, the awful

craving for liquor. We only long
for that which we have tasted. No
‘man here longs for onium, because

8Y

we have never tasted any. We only
long for a glass of liquor or a smoke
because we have smoked the pipe
and tasted the glass, but put the
glass away from the boy or girl and
he will grow up without the taste or
desire or the longing, and our next
generation, or nearly all of our
next generation, will be sober peo-
ple, and those who are here where
we stand to-day will not be troub-
led and their time occupied—though
properly occupied—in devising means
to save those who at present, if we
believe what we are told, are injur-
ing themselves by excessive indulg-
ence in liquor. Now, Mr. Speaker, 1
trust that these few words will not
be taken by those outside the House
who lead in these matters as in any
way dictating to them. 1 ought,
probably, to place myself in the
category of those who are not doing
all they should do in this connection,
but there are lots of people outside
the House whose special duty it is to
lead in matters such as these. I think
if there were a great union of tem-
perance people all over the country,
of all denominations, they could, by
taking the children at the earliest
age and leading them on and teach-
ing them in some simple way the
advantages of total abstinence and
the dangers of liquor, lay a founda-
tion in the future for a sober as well
as a contented and happy people.

MR. KENT—Before the question is
put, Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to
say a word in connection with the
object of the petitioners. 1 entirely
concur with the remarks which have

been so well made by the Prime
Minister. 1 do not think, sir, that
the petitioners can fear but that

their request will receive at the
hands of the members of this House,
on both sides and irrespective of
party divisions, the gravest and most
gerious consideration that <¢an Dbe
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brought to bear on it. We all join
with the Prime Minister in hoping
that the temperance legislation of this
country will be made as perfect as
possible, and I am also inclined to
concur with him in the opinion which
he has expressed that the proper me-
thod of bringing these laws to per-
fection is to take every opportunity
of removing such defects as experi-
ence may show to exist in the enact-
ments upon this subject, and to adopt
such improvements as are pointed
out from time to time by those who
can speak with knowledge of the
subject.

The object of
ers is to have the improvements
made which have been read by the
Prime Minister in the manner in
which the operations of the License
Acts are carried into effect. These
recommendations will, ' presume,
later on in the session, be introduced
in the shape of legislation, and at
that time the various matters which
it is the desire of the petitioners to
have attended to will come up indi-
vidually for consideration by the
House. Now, I am sure, Mr, Speak-
er, that the right way to proceed is
the method by which the petitioners
have followed, namely, where de-
fects appear to have them removed,
where the law is capable of improve-
ment to have the improvement made.
It is quite possible, Mr. Speaker,
that differences of opinion will exist
amongst members of the House as
to whether the adoption of all or any
of these particular recommendations
is the best that can be done, or whe-
ther it is desirable or even just that
they should be adooted, but 1 think
that notwithstanding any such differ-
ences of opinion, all, no matter what
their inclinations may be and no
matter what their opinions may be,
will give the prayer of the petition-
ers every consideration. 1 think that

these  petition-
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n the direction of imbroving
premises on which liquor is
great object may be attained if
within the limits of equity agh
mon sense. It is quite I}Dﬂﬂi
that better suggestions in
rection may come from hﬂn. r
bers when legislation comes

us in committee, and when
ing any bill brought before g
think that any legislation
have for its object the safeg 1a
of our people, and particular
whose surroundings will bring
into temptation, or which Wi
move them from the occasiol
temptation, will receive my i
support, and I think that 1
that when the legislation now
lined comes up for cﬂnsider&
the House that it will receive
me the fullest and most careful
sideration. I think, however, ths
legislation of this kind we ough
bear in mind that we are des
with a very broad question, ang
must also remember that there
rights on both sides and not a
our zeal to hurry us into any a
injustice to any one. We are de
with a question which affects:
whole future of the country.

=

]
ey

The Prime Minister has pol
out the improved conditions whie
a few years have grown up E
and many of us, although we
not be very old, remember that
improvements or change of ¢o
tions have been very great here
the city of St. John's, as well a8
the outports throughout the Col
and I think that a great deal
this, if not all of it, can be trace
the improvements of the law
the improved moral sense of
people consequent on the "
spread of education, and by the
troduction of clubs and such ©
institutions which remove our
ple from the occasions of temptat



HOUSE OF

R KENNEDY“I would like to
g few words ol the prayer of
m*- : tition, SO eloquently and force-
thi# pebmught hefore this House by
fully prime Minister, Sir Edward
ﬂm. | [ think 1t my bounden duty
et here in my place in the As-
e and give this petition all the
sel;;gt [ can. [ have been a total
su

pstainer nearly all my lifetime and
a

ine benefits of
W gomething of the
| kno It is our duty

life.
-vin a Eﬂ'ber
i 1§giﬂla.t.nrs to do all we can to

make our people sober, and as ‘a work-
ingman myself, 1 speak particularly
o the interests of that class. We
sﬁﬂﬂld do our very best to save our
wage earners from anytl.li‘ng that
drags them and their families down
to poverty and wretchedness. I Dbe-
HE‘FB that if we succeed in accom-
plishing what the petition aims at,
we shall be going a long way to-
ﬁards minimizing the dangers of the
liguor traffic. Drink is the cause of
a great deal of the poverty among
our workingmen, who spend far more
than they can afford. 1 have no very
ne'finuﬂ objection to a man taking an
nhcaaiunal drink, if he does not rob
his family of the comforts they need
and goes home to them sober; but
what I do object to is for a man to
squander his money and deprive his
family of these comforts. 1 take this
opportunity of giving my support to
the petition, and when the Dbill
comes up for consideration I shall
help it along as far as is in my pow-
er. While I am a member of this
House 1 will do what 1 can to pre-
vent the sale of intoxicants from in-
creasing beyond what it is at present.

MR. PARSONS—Coming from a
local option district 1 should fail
Il my duty if I did not stand up and
r{endeavour to advocate the cause of
temperance. 1 mean temverance in
the strict literal meaning of the
Word, and although 1 am not a total
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abstainer myself, 1 am an advocate
of temperance. 1 consider that the
amendments asked for in this peti-
tion are not excessive in any way.
For my own part I am convinced
that local option in Harbor Grace
has done a great deal of good. When
sent here by the people of that dis-
trict I came as a representative to
endeavour to raise the moral stand-
ard and alleviate the distress of the
people, and if I had not the moral
courage to stand here and advocate
the cause of temperance I think 1
would be false to those who placed
me in this honourable position. In
the carrying on of my business, Mr.
Speaker, 1 have been able to learn
something of the poverty and dis-
tress that liquor brings to its vie-
tims and, as I have said, I think it
would be false to my conscience if
I did not stand up here and support
the prayer of the petitioners. I will,
therefore, when this Bill comes be-
fore the House, give it my hearty
support, ags 1 will also support any
measure that will raise the moral
standard of our people or alleviate
the distress of the wives and daugh-

ters of the unfortunate victims of
drink.

MR. BENNETT—Before this dis-
cussion closes, I should like to make
a few observations. I am sure the
petitioners, or those of them who
are present in the House, must feel
gratified at the reception their peti-
tion has received and with the elo-
quent speech in which it was intro-
duced by the Premier. If they do not
gain any further advantage I am
sure they have been the means of

our hearing an address from the
Prime Minister this evening that
will have a very good effect on the

community at large. In the course
of his remarks he referred very
strongly to the work that the tem-
perance organizations and other
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clubs and societies were doing for
the people of thig country. 1 agree

with him in this, and think that if
the work which those organizations
and societies have done in the past
is an index of what will be done
in the future, the efforts in aid of
temperance reform will have abund-
ant success.

The petition which has been pre-
sented is one that concerns, not only
the city of St. John’s, but the people
of all the country, and 1 do not think
that I would be doing my duty to the
district which I have the honour to
represent if I allowed this petition
to pass without expressing my opin-
ion on this matter, which I will give
when the petition comes before the
House in the form of a Bill.

I remember some two or three
years ago a like petition was pre-
sented to this House, and on that
occasion 1 think more interest was

shown in that petition than in any
other bill which was brought before
the House during that session, and
this should prove to the temperance
people that this House will give this
petition the consideration which it
deserves. I feel sure that when this
petition is put in the form of a Bill
that it will receive every considera-
tion at the hands of the members of
this Legislature.

At present 1 am not going to com-
mit myself and say that 1 shall sup-
port this petition, neither will 1 say
that I shall oppose it, but I will give
its different features every consid-
eration, having due regard to the
interests of the District of St. John's
West before I make up my mind on
the subject, as this petition is a very
important one, and far-reaching in
effect. I am glad that the Prime
Minister has had an opportunity of
expressing his views on this sub-
ject, and after hearing him I am
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sure that everybody would
lighted to see him as one
principal speakers at the
lic temperance convention
city. In conclusion, let me r
that whilst I do not commit n
by engaging to support or 1
petition, I shall give it my -
sideration. |

i
P
i I-F:' (=

MR. SQUIRES—It may appe:
congruous for one represen
outport constituency to rise n
port of a petition which referé.
sale of intoxicating liquors in
city of St. John's, and partie
when the petition deals Euléif
retail licensed premises,
sale and the credit system.
representative of the
Trinity, a local option distriet 3
sends several thousands of its s
sons to St. John’s in the -
fall in connection with their
mercial interests, I am glad to [
an cpportunity of rising in my i
in this House in support of I
tition, which is the result. of
labors of that enthusiastic and i
ential body of workers known
“The Church of England Temper
Society.”

I shall gladly give my support
any measure which may have ai
object the placing of further reas
able restriction upon the retail
of intoxicating liquors in the
of St. John's, so that these thousa
of men who visit St. John’s from
District of Trinity twice every 3}
may have their environment whilé
St. John's materially improved.

The home of these men is on
sea; when at St. John's they live
board their schooners and cof
quently find themselves in immedi
contact with the vicious environm
of the Water Street saloon and
habitues.

..-
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mperance legislation and the ef-
e cf the police have done much

S cve this condition, but addi-
l? imD:tepE are needed for its fur-
yional improvement. ~ Societies and
;];:;3 ha‘.‘ve likewise done splendid
work to ald the outport ‘Jiﬂit.ﬂl‘ and
lessen the contamination. -Th.lE peti-

ther restriction on

n suggests fur _
Ei;e liquor saloons and the legalized

debauchery for which many of these
ﬁre directly responsible, and on be-
half of the thousands of stalwart
men who come to St John's semi-
annually from the outport constitu-
ency which I have the honor to rep-
resent, 1 am proud to support the
prayer of this petition and give fu-
ture support to any  reasonable
measures for the further restriction

¢f the sale of intoxicants.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Justice to lay on the table of
the House a copy of the evidence
and report of the Commission of
Enquiry into the use of the railway
telegraph wires for purnoses other
than those contemplated by the Rail-
way Contract of 1901, conducted by
Mr., McNeily, K.C., last year.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—
In reply to the hon. member for St.
John'’s East, I beg to say that a copy
¢f the evidence and report is being
made and will be laid on the table

of the House in a few days.

MR. KENT—To ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture and Mines for
4 statement showing in addition to
the information asked by me from

his Department on January 31st ulto

ipon the subject of timber and pulp
application (1) the date upon which
m survey was made and the bound-
ﬂ’l" line cut in the case of each
Dplication or license: (2) the name

Of the surveyors by whom such sur-
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vey was made in the case of each
application or license.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE
AND MINES—In reply to the hon.
member, I beg to say that the state-
ment asked for is in course of pre-
paration and will be laid on the
table of the House as soon as it is
completed.

MR. GEAR—To ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture and Mines to lay
on the table of the House a detailed
statement of all monies paid in Mor-
tier Bay, District of Burin, for clear-
ing land, to whom pnaid and by whom
during the year 1907-8.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE
AND MINES—In reply to the hon.
member, I beg to say that the state-
ment asked for is in course of pre-
paration and will be laid on the
table of the House in a few days.

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—To ask
the Hon. Colonial Secretary to lay
upon the table of the House a <opy
cf the agreement with the Govern-
ment under which the Reid New-
foundland Company commenced work
on the railway branch line to Bona-
vista in November last; also of all
correspondence that has passed be-
tween the Government and the said
contractors in relation to the branch
lines referred to in His Excellency
the Governor’'s Speech; also a copy
of railway contract that is to be sub-
mitted to this House for ratification.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—
No regularly executed agreement was
entered into with the Reid New-
foundland Company under which the
company commenced work upon the
branch line to Bonavista in October
last. The work was undertaken as
the result of correspondence consti-
tuting an agreement, and was insti-
tuted by the Government to provide
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labor for those who had returned to
their homes, owing to the failure of
the Labrador fishery. The work was
performed as part of the proposed
branch to Bonavista, and will be
paid for at the rates and in all re-
spects will be governed by the con-
ditions porvided for under the con-
tract for the construction of that
branch, which has since been enter-
ed into. Copies of the correspond-
ence with the Reid Newfoundland Co.
in relation to this work have been
prepared, and I now lay the same
on the table. A copy of the con-
tract will also be furnished the Rt.
Hon. gentleman in due course.

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—To ask
the Hon. Colonial Secretary to lay
upon the table of the House a copy
of all correspondence that has passed
‘between the Government and the
proprietors of the mining properties
on Bell Island in reference to the
imposition of a tax upon iron ore;
also for a copy of the agreements
under which a tax of seven and one-
half cents per ton is to be collected
on all iron ore exported from Bell
Island.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—
No official correspondence has pass-
ed between,K the Government and the
proprietors of the mining properties

on Bell Island in reference to the
‘imposition of a tax upon the iron
ore., The negotiations leading up

to the agreement concluded was con-
fidential, without prejudice and un-
official, and the agreement was only
finalized with the representatives of
the two companies, Hon. J. S. Pitts
and Mr. D. H. McDougall, in this
city on the 25th of last January. An
agent representing both companies
is expected to arrive here in a few
days to formally sign the agreement,
which is to be laid before the Leg-
islature for confirmation.

RT. HON. SIR R. BONDSS
the Hon. the Premier 'a-_f-:-'
the intention of the Govern =
appoint any person to act ag
ister of Finance and Custu'_
the absence of Mr. Cashin frg
Cclony; and, if so, who is n{
pointed. -

HON. THE PRIME MINIS
[n reply to the rt. hon. member
to state that the Government
intention of appointing any
to act as Minister of Finance
Customs during the absence ¢
Cashin from the Colony.
Mr. Cashin) will be back i
course of a few weeks. Inde
understand he is now on his
home,

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—
the Hon. the Premier, in the al
of the Hon. Minister of Finane
Customs, to lay on the table ¢
House a statement showing
payments have been made to
bers of this House within the
six months for special services
names of the members who
received such payment; an
services rendered.

HON. THE PRIME MINIS
The statement asked for has a
been given in reply to a @
asked a few days ago, but if
be any further particulars desi
shall be glad to furnish them.

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—T¢
the Hon. the Premier to lay ©
table of the House a copy ©
correspondence that has passed
tween the Government and the
prietors of the Solling ef-*';'_'- '_
the preservation of fish; ©
agreement, if any, that has bee
tered intﬂ,jand a statement of
expenses that have been incurre
the Government to date in ré
with the experiment.
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7HE PRIME MINISTER—
o correspondence on the

tter at all. There were two cab-
e ams to Captain Solling, asking
SN to come out (o introduce his
:::’:hnd here and copies of these will
pe laid on the table. The only ex
p'enses incurred by the Government
were the payment of Captain Soi-
ling's travelling and hntel. bills; oni-
side of that not a cent was expended.
A statement of these will be tabled.
There was no agreement entered
into, the captain simply coming out
at the Government’s request in the
hope of introducing his system here.

HON.
fFhere was ©

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—To ask
the Hon. Colonial Secretary to lay
on the table of the House a copy of
all correspondence that has passed
hetween the Government and the
Commercial Cable Company, and the
Government and His Excellency the
Governor, in relation to the con-
tract entered into between the Gov-

ernment of this Colony .nd the said
Commercial Cable Company, in the
year 1909.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.—
The correspondence is being copied
and will be laid on the table of the
House in a few days.

COMMITTEE ON SUPPLY
DEFERRED,

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.—
I see that in the notice of motion for
ic-day I am (on behalf of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs) to
move the House into Committee of
the Whole on Supply on Thursday
ext. Instead I beg to ask that that
motion be deferred till Monday next.

It was ordered accordingly.

PROGRESS ON BILLS.

Pursuant to order, and on motion
ﬂ-‘f the Hon. Minister of Justice, the
Bill entitled “An Act respecting Cash

Notes,” was read a third time and
passed; and it was ordered that it
be engrossed, being entitled as
above, and that it be sent to the Leg-
islative Council with a message re-
questing the concurrence of that
body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order, and on motion
of the Hon. Minister of Justice, the
Bill entitled “An Act to amend the
Act incorporating the Vicar Apostolic
of St. George’s” was read a thirl
time and passed; and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitied
as above, and that it be sent to the
L.egislative Council, with a message
requesting the concurrence of that
body in its provisions.

SECOND READING OF LABRADOR
FISHERY BILL.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES (Mr. Piccott)—I beg to
move the second reading of this Bill,
and to ask afterwards that it be re-
ferred to a Select Committee.

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—I would
ask the Minister whether the Bill
which is now before the House is
the same as the one which was intro-

duced last year.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—The only difference in
this Bill and the one introduced in
previous vears is that motor power
is allowed to be used in certain cases.
Former bills did not permit the use
of nower in any way or for any
purpose. The new Act will not ap-
ply to trap skiffs or boats under ten
tons, whose motive power may be
supplied by kerosene, mnaptha or
gasolene. These changes have -been
made at my request from the ex-
perience gained during a vigit to
the Labrador last summer. There
has been a considerable falling away
of young men from our fishery dur-
ing the past years, they apparently
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preferring to go to Canada and the
United States to work during the
summer months than to undergo the
hardships and dangers of life in a
row boat on the Labrador. The in-
troduction of power into these small
boats would make a considerable dif-
ference in the work of picking up
traps, searching for bait, etec., and
it is believed that if this were done
the difficulty in getting men would
be greatly lessened. This is why I
have made the changes in the Bill
now before the House. In moving
the second reading, I would ask that
it be afterwards referred to a Select
Committee of this House for fur-
ther enquiry and consideration.

The Bill was then read a second
time and ordered to be referred to
the following Select Committee—
Hon. Minister of Justice, Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, Hon. Colonial

Secretary, Mr. Clift, Mr. Harle, Mr.
Grant and Mr. Winsor.
SECOND READING OF WOMEN

FISHERSN' BILL.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
The object of this Bill is to make it
unlawful to engage or embploy any
female in any work or occupation
on board a schooner prosecuting the
fishery on the coast of Labrador. 1
do not think there is anybody but
‘will agree that it is time something
was done to prevent the condition of
things which now exists. It is not
an uncommon thing to find one girl
on board a schooner with a large
crew of men, having to do for the
whole number. She has to accom-
modate herself in the cabin as best
ghe can for the whole twenty-four
hours, and without any privacy
whatever. Her position is a most
unenviable one, and many times she
has to suffer indignities, from which
she should be borotected. Very fre-
quently, of course, the girl is a

daugiter of the skipper or ma
the craft, and as such is L
tected, but it is the duty ¢
Legislature to prevent that ma
even putting his daughter in &
position. It has been
me that the passing of this A
session and putting it into img
effect might cause considerable
le, as engagements for the g
season have already been mac
some cases, and I understang
petitions have also reached &
able gentlemen, asking that |
tion on this question be de
There is no desire on the pg
the Government to do anythin
tily, or that might effect an
rangements already made for
summer’'s operation. I would,
fore, move the second reading,
ask that it then be referred f¢
Select Committee just apoointe
consider the previous Bill.
question for the Committee W
whether it is advisable to brin
legislation this season, in 1
ation of the short time that
between now and the commence
of the fishery. There is alway
difficulty with regard to chal
our fishery laws and practices,
our fishermen do not get sufi
notice, and while T am very an
to see the Bill introduced, T W
not hasten it so unduly as to 1
fere with fishing operations this
son, if the Committee comes glf-';ﬂI
conclusion. |

|

The Bill was then read a l
time and ordered to be referl’fﬁ’_
the following Select Commift
Hon. Minister of Justice, Ministe
Marine and Fisheries, Hon. Coli
Secretary, Mr. Clift, Mr. Earle,
Grant and Mr. Winsor. |

Mr. Kent gave Notice of Ques

It was moved and seconded

...



orrow, Thursday, KFebruary 3drd,
the clock in the after-

noon. |
The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

THURSDAY, Feb. 3rd, 1910.

The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to

adjournment.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—I
peg leave to present a petition from
Rev. W. P. Scarth and other resi-
dents of Fox Harbor, Random, ask-
ing for the allocation of a sum of
money to construct a road to the
new Methodist Cemetery. The length
of the road required would be about
one hundred and twenty yards, and
it is very badly needed. Members of
the House may remember that not
long ago the old cemetery was or-
dered to be closed, by command of
the Governor in Council. The peti-
tioners now want a road to the new
one. I have pleasure in supporting
the petition.

It was ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

HON. MR. EMERSON—I would
ask leave to present a petition from
John McCarthy and others, of Ter-
enceville, Fortune Bay, asking for
the sum of $200 to be allocated to
finish the breakwater at that place.
This breakwater was commenced
tOme years ago, but during the re-
cent storms it was badly damaged.
I would ask that the petition be re-
ferred to the Department of Marine
and Fisheries, and 1 hope it will
récelve the Minister’'s most favor-

able consideration.

It was ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
Partmenc to which it relates,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 97

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I beg leave to present a petition
from Daniel A. Ryan and others, of
King’s Cove, District of Bonavista,
on the subject of a public wharf at
that place. My colleagues and my-
self support the prayer of the peti-
tion. I would ask that it be refer-
red to the Department of Marine
and Fisheries, and when the moneys
are being allocated I would ask that
it receive the favorable considera-
tion of the Minister,

It was ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

MR. MOULTON—I would ask leave
to present a petition from E. F. Par-
sons and others, of Hiscock’s Point
and Burnt Islands, in the District of
Burgeo and L.aPoile, on the subject
of a ferry between those two places.
The distance from Hiscock’s Point to

Burnt Islands 1s about three-quar-
ters of a mile and petitoners only
ask for the small sum of sixteen

deollars. I would ask that this peti-
tion be referred to the department to
which it relates.

It was ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

MR. SQUIRES—I ask leave to pre-
sent a petition from the Rev. Frank
Smart, Rector of St. Mary’s Church,
Heart’s Content; the Rev. Jesse Hay-
field, Methodist Minister of the same
place; William Bellamy, of the Anglo-
American Telegraph Company at
Heart's Content; John Cook, J.P.,
James A. Moore, J.P.,, Dr. Anderson,
John Legge, Alexander Rockwood,
Ambrose Young and more than 200
other residents of Heart’'s Content
upon the subject of free and com-
pulsory elementary education, the
systematic Government inspection of
school buildings, and the medical in-
spection of school children.
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This petition is similar to petitions
presented by the Minister of Justice,
the Colonial Secretary and Mr. Par-
sons, and refers to matlers of vital
importance in connection with the
educational problems which it is the
duty of this Legislature to face ser-
iously at an early date. 1 recognize
that I am limited to five minutes in
connection with the presentation of
a petition, and consequently have no
opportunity to further refer to the
subject matter of the same. But
there will be no doubt an opportun-
ity at a later date during this ses-
sion at which the various matters re-
ferred to in the petition can be dis-
cussed at length. I ask that the pe-
tition be received and referred to the
Department of the Colonial Secre-
tary.

I also ask leave to present a peti-
tion from Noah George, Wm. Hillyer
and fifteen residents of Foster's
Point, asking for the allocation of a
sum of money for the construction of
a road to the water side. The fol-
lowing residents of the same locality
likewise need various sums of money
for road construction purpose, name-
ly, William Adey, Richard Reid and
Jacob Adey.

Also a petition from Charles Pol-
lett, R. W. Woodman and twenty-
nine other residents of New Harbor,
asking for the allocation of $50 for
the construction of a road to about
26 acres of agricultural land.

Also a petition from John Con-
way, Edward George, Henry Conway,
Thomas Ryan and others, of Turk’s
Cove, in the electoral district of
Trinity, asking for the appropriaticn
of a sum of money for the completion
of a road at present partly con-
structed on the south-west side of
Turk’s Cove. The completion of
this road will be a very great con-
venience to the inhabitants of Turk's
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Cove, because of the fact that
local road around the front g
settlement is, during the winter
son, frequently blocked with g
as there are no funds availab)
the shoveling of the road, the §
itants suffer very great incor
ence. The sum asked for is
This petition has not only been
ed by a large number of the
dents of Turk’s Cove, but alsg
prominent residents of New Per
anad Scilly Cove.

Also a petition from James 8§
John Peddle, Austin Mercer an
other inhabitants of Old Shop, i
electoral district of Trinity, as
for the sum of $150.00 fo. the
struction of a road which woul
for the benefit of fishermen and i
ers who require lumber for
bouses and fishing rooms.

Also a petition from Jacob !/
Reuben Adey, Horatio Stanley
52 other inhabitants of Clarem
asking for a sum of money for
construction of a road from
main road to the water side. The
titioners state that this road wil
a great benefit to the general pu
the distance from the water side
the main road being approximat
three hundred yards. '

Also a petition from Job E. Ct
Joseph Martin, Abel Brown and
other residents of Elliston, asl
for the sum of $60 for the extens
of a road for the benefit of the §
eral public towards a landing p
known as Steed’s Cove, situated
the north side of Elliston. This €
appears to be the only safe landi
place available in a heavy sea. °
fishermen can get on shore there
their boats in stormy weather Wi
no other nlace in the neighbourh
is safe. There are also some g

dens along the line of the sugges



4 and at the present time the

;:ple have no easy means of get-
ardens or to this land-
ing place.

Also a petition from Henry Jerrett,
Voses Georse [saac Earle and 40
other inhabitants of Cavendish, for
q sum of money to help in the con-
struction of a road about a mile and
one-half long. Petitioners state that
the road across the strand at Cav-

is not a safe one and that a

endish : ;
change in the main line road is very

necessary.

Also a petition from Henry Pierc-
ey, Martin Pitcher, John French, Sr.,
and ninety-two other inhabitants of
geilly Cove, asking for $80 for the
opening up of a winter road to the
woods. The difficulty of securing
wood from year to year must be
recognized by the representatives of
every outport district. Fuel for the

winter has become a serious prob-
lem in the outports. It is to be
hoped that the policy of the Gov-

ernment for the development of our
peat areas may aid to a satisfactory
solution of the fuel problems which
year after year assume a more dif-
ficult feature. Until some means are
at the disposal of the outport people
to procure fuel much more cheaply
than they can at present procure
coal, petitions such as this one from
Scilly Cove must certainlv receive

the careful attention of the Legis-
lature.

I ask that these various petitions
referring to the construction and im-
provement of roads be received and
referred to the Department of Pub-
lic Works. I can assure the resi-
dents of these various vlaces who
have gone to the trouble of petition-
Ing the Legislature in reference to
these various matters that their pe-
titions will not be lost sight of, but
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that I will be happy to follow them
and secure for the petitioners such
appropriations of money as the mer-
its of the individual cases may war-
rant and the limited funds at the
disposal of the distriet will allow.

I also beg to be permitted to avail
of this opportunity of expressing my
support to the petitions presented by
the Hon. Colonial Secretary in refer-
ence to education and the allocation
of a sum of money for the benefit of
the residents of Heart’s Delight upon
the petition of Albert Case and others
of that place.

It was ordered that these petitions
be received and referred to the de-
partments to which they relate.

MR. GRANT—I beg leave to pre-
sent a petition from the Inhabitants
of Trinity, Trinity Bay, on the sub-
ject of a public wharf at that place.
The people there are very industrious
and a wharf would be of great bene-
fit to them. I would ask that it be
referred to the Department of Mar-
ine and Fisheries, and that it receive
the consideration it deserves.

It wa's ordered that this petition
be received and referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

MR. GEAR—I would ask leave to
present a petition from the inhabit-
ants of the town of Fortune, on the
subject of education. I do not think
there is any need to refer to this at
any length, for it is apparently one
of a series already introduced into
this House.

Also a petition from the inhabit-
ants of the town of Fortune, asking
for the remission of the duties on
coal and tonnage. Now, sir, this
petition puts me in a peculiar posi-
tion. At the request of these peo-
ple three years ago I advocated a
duty on coal and tonnage entering
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their harbor and, sir, I am not go-
ing to stultify myself now. In the
Speech from the Throne it was fore-
shadowed that a sum of money from
the general revenue would be ap-
propriated for the Municipal Council
to purchase land around Windsor
[Lake, and if this be the case, then
‘his petition is in order, but if such
oc not the case, then it is not in or-
der. 1 would ask that these petitions
be referred to the departments to
which they relate.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
would like to say a few words in
reference to the remarks of the hon.
gentleman for Burin (Mr. Gear) in
connection with his last petition, so
that my explanation may go on re-
cord in contradistinction to his. He
says that a sum of money is to be
taken from the general revenue to
buy land for the Municipal Council.
This is not the case. The money will
not be taken from the revenue. It
will be raised by loan in the ordin-
ary way by the Municipal Council
and the Council will pay the interest
on the loan. 1 should also like to
state that this matter of purchasing
the land around Windsor lL.ake is the
result of several conferences be-
tween the Council and the members
of St. John’'s East and West, and it
is of the first importance to the
health of the city.

Ordered, that these petitions be
received and referred to the depart-
ments to which they relate.

DOCUMENTS TABLED.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I beg leave to lay on the table of
the House a copy of Mr. MeNeily's
Report on the Telegraph Enquiry, as
asked for by the hon. member op-
posite. The evidence, which is very
lengthy, has not yet been copi-
ed.
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NOTICE OF QUESTION,

MR. KENT—To ask the ;_:
P.ime Minister to lay on the tg
the House a copy of all corrg
ence between himself and the
ernment Engineer in relation |
construction of branch railways
tracted for with the Reid Newf
land Company, previous and
guent to the signing of ~
contract; also whether the G
ment Engineer was asked to
any report in connection
construction of the said branch
or on the proposal made by ¢
the Reid Newfoundland Compai
connection therewith, or with ¢
the Government and the Conte
in relation thereto. If so, die
make any such report, and to
a copy thereof.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
reply to the hon. member for
John's East, I would say that
correspondence asked for by Hhi
being copied. There was, indeed
little correspondence, and that
mostly of the location of the
The Engineer had not been aske

make any report before the
commenced, but after it began

was on the line continually and
quently reported. |

COMMITTEE OF WHOLE
BRANCH RAILWAY

Pursuant to notice, and on
of the Hon. the Prime Minister
House resolved itself into Com
tee of the Whole on the Resolu
to provide for the construction
certain Branch Railways and
operation of the same.

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair.

MR. PARSONS took the
Committee.

THE HON. THE PRIME ML
TER (Sir E. P. Morris)—I beg It

N
I|-'-:
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. aO1T
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yve the adoption of the Resolu-
confirming the contracts for
unstructiml and operation of the
h railways, concludged by the

pnment with the Reid Newfound-

Company. Copies of these Reso-

ns, and of the contracts, have
]

]aid on the desks of honourable
pers and, therefore, it is unne-

yry for me to read them to you.

will, I think, be found conveni-
algo for the Committee if 1 be-

by going through the two con-
ts and pointing out the differ-
ag between themm and the Con-

etion and Operating Contracts of
j, upon which they are based.

- will be remembered by the House
t in 1893 a Contract was conclud-

with the late Sir Robert Reid,
tinuing the railway, which then
minated at Exploits, across the
mtry to Port aux Basques, and

sther contract was concluded at
. game time, providing for the op-
tion of this completed system for
seriod of ten years. The Con-
¢ts now arranged are based upon

se, and most of the sections are
orporated therefrom with little
nge, and as we go along 1 will
nt out where alterations have

‘e been made and in that way save
trouble of more extended compar-
1.

'he C(Construction Contract con-
ns some forty sections, and all of
se, with the exception of four and
2, are taken word for word from
- Construction Contract concluded
the Whiteway Party in 1893. For
tance, Sections 1, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9,
8 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 238, 28,
21, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33 are
thanged in any way. Section 2
d new one, as it describes the five
inches now to be built. Section 4
essentially the same; a clause is
led that at least fifty miles of the
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railrcad are to be built each year,
and of the best material and work-
manship, to the complete satisfaction
of the Government and in all respects
equal to the work under the '93 Con-

tract. Section 13, which requires
the contractor to bear all loss or
damage sustained until the comple-

tion of the work, contains ° the im-
portant provisions that all damage
shall be made good without delay.
Section 14 is similar to that in the
'93 Contract, except that instead of
providing for security of $250,000,
which was taken for the construe-
tion of the whole line, security is now
taken for each branch separately, in
preportion to its mileage and avail-
able for another branch after each
is constructed. We have at present
a cheque on the Bank of Montreal
for $50,000, the proportionate amount
of the Bonavista Branch.

Section 18 increases the rate of
wages from one dollar to one dollar
and fifty cents per day, and Section
21 provides for pnaying the contractor
in cash at $15,000 per mile, instead
of in bonds for $15,600 per mile, as
formerly. The Government have de-
cided to pay in cash and as they
hope to sell the bonds at 96, the re-
sult will be the same. Section 22 is
the same as in the '93 Contract, ex-
cept that a clause is added to pro-
vide for paying the contractor for
materials delivered before they are
required, the idea being that he can
be paid for “sleepers” that are cut
the winter previous to a branch be-
ing started. Section 23 contains a
clause, inserted at the suggestion of
the Government Engineer, providing
that the final adjustment of disputed
claimg shall not be made until the
completion of the work, unless the
Engineer in the meantime certifies
the correct amount. Section 34 has
also a clause providing that stations,
wharves, snow fences, etc., work in
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excess of the contract and similar to
that decided by the Lyttelton arbitra-
tion, shall not be constructed by the
Company, unless upon plans made by
the Government Engineer. Under the
'93 Contract, all these works were
done by. the Company and when we
went to arbitration some years later
it was difficult to arrive at a valua-
tion. It is now proposed that Dbe-
fore any such work is begun, re-
ports and plans will be approved by
" the Government Engineer, so that
the cost may be accurately deter-
mined.

Sections 35 and 36 follow those of
the 1893 Contract, under which the
contractor had to provide certain
rolling stock for the trunk line. Un-
der this contract he is to equip the
branches with what they require,
and from the total cost will be de-
ducted the cost of that which he was
bound to provide under the 1893
Contract, the Colony vaying for the
remainder. In other words, suppose
five branches are built and they re-
quire ten locomotives, whereas un-
der the 1893 Contract, four or five
locomotives were required, we
would get credit for these, and the
balance would be paid for. Section
38 is important in that the con-
tractor has bound himself to build
at his machine shops in the West
End of St. John’'s all the rolling
stock necessary to equip these
branches. In the past, thousands of
dollars went out of the country for
locomotives and other equipment, but
under this Contract all these will
be built in the country, we allowing
the import of the materials free of
duty. Section 39 merely incorporates
into this Contract the specifications
in the 1893 Contract.

These are, briefly, the differences
between the 1893 Contract and the
Contract now before the House. You
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will notice that the essential g
ences are (1) an increase sl
price of wages; (2) the conaﬁ_'
of all the rolling stock in ,_;;'
ony; and (3) the payment
contractor in cash, at a
$600 a mile, in other words,
ference between our bonds *’
and their par value.

Turning now to the Operation |
tract, 1 will indicate the differe
in the same manner. The “Wji
ases” merely recite the history
the railway in the Colony up
present time. The first section
merely formal one, as to the
ing in this Contract and the
tracts of 1898 and 1901. Section
a verbatim copy of that in the
tract of 1898, the Contract ¢
which the whole railway is now
erated, except for the words “a
own expense,” in the first line, W
have been put in at the sugges
of the Government Engineer
abundant caution and security.
the 1898 Contract the words
“The Company shall maintain
operate the railway,” and Mr.
suggested the insertion of the W
“at its own expense.” This puf
absolutely beyond peradventure a
the liability of the Company to m
tain the railroads. The same W
have been inserted in Section 3.

Section 4 is identical with
1898 Contract, except that the 1
train to run over each branch i
be daily each way, instead of
alternate days, as in the 1898 (
tract. I may say here, too, that
are only naying the same
for a daily train now as we |
under the 1898 Contract for a
weekly service.

Section 5 is the same as See
10 of the 1898 Contract, except |
the railway subsidy is fixed at $6
per mile. The 1898 Contract &
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ontractor $42,000 for carrying
qils over the trunk line and
en existing. If that suia
.. divided DY the mileage of the
lﬂai iroad, then, It works out at $69.50
; ile, and we have made that figure
gpecific nOW- Seeing that we get a
qaily service, there is a gain of one-
(hird to the Colony. In other words,
if we were charged at the same rate
gqs in the 1898 Contract, the cost of
ﬂ:lE subsidy on the branches would
pe one-third as much more. It must
be remembered, too, that we shall
get pack practically all this money
on the duty on the coal which the
contractor will have to use in the
operation of the branches. Section
4 is a verbatim copy of Section 16
of the 1898 Contract, except that the
Contractor takes 4,000 acres of land
instead of 5,000, as he will only
gperate this road for forty years, in-
stead of fifty. He might with good
reason have demanded 9,000 acres,
bﬁ;ause under the 1893 Contract he
received 5,000 acres for operating for
ten years, whereas now he will op-
erate for forty years for 4,000 acres.
Section 7 is the same as Section 17
of the 1898 Contract.

Section 8 is the same as Section
18 of the 1893 Contract, with some
fmportant improvements. It de-
scribes how the land is to be taken
by the contractor, and provides that
if he shall select any blocks of land
which the Government do not ap-
prove cf giving him, they have two
options, either to give him the right
to cut timber over an equal area of
Crown Land elsewhere, or buy the
land from him outright at twenty-
eight cents an acre, the same rate
as provided by the 1901 Contract. 1
trust the Committee will see the im-

portance of this clause. Take, for
instance, the case of timber lands
en the road to Bonavista or Tre-

Pasgey. The (Contractor might want

L
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the block merely for mineral pur-
poses, but it might contain valuable
timber, and in that case the Gov-
ernment could hold the land for the
benetit of the people by paying the

Contractor twenty-eight cents au
acre, or give him a grant of the
land for mineral or settlement pur-
poses and reserve the timber for

the public and give the contractor a
timber lease elsewhere, for an equiva-
lent of timber.

Section 9 1s the same as Section
13 of the 1898 Contract. It provides
that all rolling stock, equipment and

accommodation added in the next
forty vyears, if in existence at the
end of that time, shall be taken

over and paid for at a fair valua-

tion.

Sections 10 and 11 are the same
as in the 1898 Contract, but Section
12 is a new section, drafted to pro-
vide for the right of way, which ap-
pears never to have been provided
for in the old contracts, though nev-
er questioned. In passing, I would
like to testify to the public-spirited
¢vay in which the people of that
part of Trinity Bay, through which
the line was surveyed and partly
built last fall, allowed their land to
be entered upon and utilized, though
the Government had no authority so
to do, the people being so keenly
appreciative of the benefits of rail-
way extension, eagerly desirous to
see the railroad pass their doors,
and thoroughly satisfied that the
Government would compensate them
for the land taken.

T AR

It may be well just here to briefly
review the history of railway devel-
opment in the Colony. Although it
had formed the subject matter of
newspaper articles and platform
speeches previous to 1880, nothing
definite was done towards a railway
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policy for Newfoundland until the
mantle of the late Sir Frederick Car-
ter (who went on the bench after
the general election of 1878) fell up-
on the shoulders of the late Sir Wm.
Whiteway, whose name Wwill forever
be associated in this country and
outside of it with railway develop-
ment for Newfoundland. This may
not be the time or the vlace for a
panegyric on the life and labors of
that illustrious statesman, since any-
thing I can say will increase but
little the estimation in which his
memory is held by those who knew
him and by those advantaged through
his life-work. Men like Sir William
Whiteway require no monument in
brass or marble; the railway is his
monument and will continue to be
so while the country endures, and
while credit is due to those of the
public men in the Colony who may
have shared in that policy, to him is
due the chief credit, because though
they assisted, his was the guiding
hand, and without his leadership lit-
tle eould have been done.

In 1881, this policy of developing
the country through the agency of
the iron horse was first formally
wdopted and a contract concluded for
he construction of a railroad to Har-
bor Grace. The Tory Party, then
led by Sir William Whiteway, amal-
gamated with the Liberal Party of
that day, and on going to the coun-
try they were returned with a large
majority to carry this railway policy
into effect. 1 shall not now refer to
the vicissitudes that attended the
railway policy under the Blackman
contract, though some future his-
torian of Newfoundland will doubt-
less give a chapter to that measure
and the reasons that led to the
Blackman - Company becoming de-
funct. Let it suffice to say here that
the road was started under most
tavorable auspices, but the enterprise
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met serious misfortune, and p
longed litigation followed. In 1§
after the line had been built to H
bor Grace, a change of Governm
took place, Sir William Whitey
retiring from public life, and
late Sir Robert Thorburn being che
en as Premier. No railway @
struction took place in 1884, 1&__
1886, but in 1887, under the gy
of an agricultural road to Placent
a branch was built there from Wi
bourne at a cost, I think, of $260i
a mile for, as a Government ent
prise, it naturally cost more than
built by a contractor. '

In 1889, Sir William Whiteway hs
ing re-entered politics and led ¢
Liberal Party, of which I had ¢
honour to be a member, defeati
the Thorburn Government in ¢
general election that fall.
were not altogether favou
to a railway policy, though they hg
made an attempt with the branch %
Placentia, whereas the Whitews
Party were strong advocates of rai
ways, and shortly after their acce
sion to office a contract was conclug
ed, early in 1890, with the late Si
Robert Reid, to continue the rail
road to Exploits. Public tenders wer
asked for and the lowest, or at anm
rate, the most satisfactory of thos
put in was that of Sir Robert | i
who undertook to construct the rail
road for $15,600 a mile, payable 1
bonds of the Colony at par. I think
his original tender was higher thar
that; I know many of the tenders
were higher and I know that the
reputation which Mr. Reid hat
brought with him from Canada lef
the Government to close with him
by giving him, I think, a thousand
dollars a mile less than his original
proposal. His work was so satisfae:
tory that in 1893, shortly before the
line got to Exploits, another contraect
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ed into DY which he was to
t to pPort-aux-Basques. In
q further contract was made
ilding of branches, includ-

Bay, and others iIn
at the same rate

and in 1897 Sir William
succeeded in purchasing
English bond holders who

ed the Blackman Line from St.
E whitbourne, to Harbor
irace their rights to these eighty-
hrée ’miles of railroad, and consoli-
ating this section with the main
Irunk line across the island.

rhiteway

ohn's via

In the fall of 1897 came the deba-
The Whiteway Party were de-
eated and the Winter Government
:#IIIE into office. Some of us nn.w
ere participated to some extent 1n
jia legiglation at the next sessinr::
ince known as the “’98 Contract.

mder it the West End branch was
yuilt, and branches previously con-
racted for were finished. Since that
ime, or for more than twelve years,
10 further railway construction has
aken place or railway improvements
peen initiated, the amendment made
to the '98 Contract, that of 1901, not
neluding any provision for further

construction.

le.

That, Mr. Chairman, is briefly the
history of railway construction in
this Colony. For some years past
the matter of further extension has
been before this House by speeches
and resolutions, and two Yyears ago
by a monster petition from Bonavista,
signed by Rev. Mr. Bayly and other
leading people of that locailty, for a
branch to that district. The present
administration placed in their mani-
festo as one of the chief features of
their policy that of constructing
branch railways, and for such con-
struction we have now contracted.
This Government went to the coun-
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try on the policy of branch rail-
ways and the country returned it with
a mandate to give effect to that
policy. As to this, there 1is no
question; this issue was undisput-
able. The railway policy formed a
chief topic of discussion on the plat-
form and in the press. All the de-
tails of the matter, even as to where
the money to pay the interest upon
the cost was to come from, were dis-
cussed, and I say boldly that the sub-
ject was fully cousidered by the
public. Accordingly, when the pres-
ent Government was formed, we un-
dertook the task of carrying into ef-
fect the pledge made by us at the
polls, to extend the railway, and the
negotiations were opened with the
Reid Newfoundland Company for
this purpose. The correspondence
that led up to these contracts was
tabled by me yesterday, and from it
the fact will appear that late last
autumn it was found necessary, in
order to cope with unusual condi-
tions caused by the failure of tha
Labrador fishery, to begin work on
the Bonavista branch, to afford labor
to the people affected by this fail-
ure; and in the meantime the con-
tracts before us were finalized with
that Company.

The Contractor, Mr. Chairman, is
the same that built the cross-country
line and the several branches at pre-
sent connecting therewith, built these
lines to the satisfaction of the coun-
trv and of the Whiteway, or Liberal,
party of that day, which had made
the contracts and during whose term
of office the construction work was
completed. The contractors are re-
sponsible and reliable parties, who
have carried out all their engage-
ments and undertakings and who can
accomplish this proposed work, by
reason of the facilities they possess,
better than anybody else would.
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I need scarcely devote time, Mr.
Chairman, in this Legislature in the
vear of our Lord 1910, to point out
the advantages that always follow
from wise and cautious railway con-
gtruction. Even when the subject
had been discussed in tnis House be-

fore, we never heard any person
suggest anything against railway
building in itself, the only objec-

tion put forward being as to where
the money was to be got; and I am
gatisfied that when the House and the
country know that the money can be
obtained without increase of taxa-
tion—but, on the contrary, with a
prospect that this railway enterprise
will ultimately lead to a decrease in
taxation—there will be very little
question as to proceeding with this

work.

A railway is everything to a coun-
try—a bridge, a canal, a road, a
steamer—it serves all purposes. A
railway is not only of utility fo a
country generally, but it is of spec-
ial advantage to particular localities.
It was never contemplated that when

the road was built to Port aux
Basques we should stop railway
construction. We have to Dbuild

branches as feeders to the main line,
30 that the peopel all over the Is-
land, who do not live near the main
line, may avail of the facilties which
a  connection would afford them.
The old idea was to build a railway
after settlement, that is to say, that
the settling and the developing of the
country should precede the railway.
But the modern idea is to build a
railway first and then settlement
and development will follow. For in-
stance,, when the Canadian Pacific
Railway was built, twenty-five Yyears
ago, some wisacres of that time—and
such wiseacres are found everywhere
—predicted that it would become two
streaks of rust, yet to-day it 1is the
foremost corporation in the world,
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with an income of a hundreq
dollars yearly, a larger income
that of the whole Dominion g
ada. If one may compare
things with small, then sure]
may emphasize what the railwg
lcy in this Colony has done the
fifteen years or twenty years
velop its resources, and argue
this for the branches we are
proposing. These branches wijl
great things, not alone in the
ricts they will serve, but by
effect on the whole trade and
enue of the country. In the
festo which I issued to the eleg
in the autumn of 1908, there w;
following paragraph in relatiog
branch railways :

“Branch Railway extension b
construction of branch 1
points in Trinity Bay, in the
of Bay-de-Verde, from Carbg
towards Grate’'s Cove, Bnnaviﬂ
Fortune Bay and Bonne Bay, as
as to Trepassey, is a work which
immediately engage our atter
During the eight years in wh
was a member of the Whiteway |
ernment—from 1889 to 184
nearly 600 miles of railway
built—a trunk line across the I
try. When this enterprise was
on foot we were told that the
would never earn enough to paj}
axle-grease, but to-day all
agree that it has more than
the expectations of its advocates,
contributed materially to the p
perity of the Colony, as well @i
the betterment of the people. It
however, incomplete, in that it
branches to the different sections
the Island above stated, and it §
be our privilege to construct ¢l
branches without delay. The peo
of these portions of the Island
contributing their share
maintaining the burden which



: ailed, and it is but
way t[};;::d:slgs;‘:: as it can be shown
jt::; such €X o =t -

: t entailing additional tax
ﬂnt w1th01:he people of the Colony,
“ ?‘ﬂﬁn ﬂi should be set on foot. That
= wurﬂtructinn of these branch lines
1 Eﬂ-m{j::m].'3, according to Sir Robert
| '-m-- without adding to the present
prv. g of our people, is proved Dby
bm{f?lawing declaration of the Right
o ;11'&1116 the Premiler of the Col-
8 made in the House of Assembly
jﬂnﬁﬁg the last session of the Legis-
:f;u.re on February 13, 1903. Speak-
ing to 2 petition IJFESEI.ltE:d from
Bonavista, praying for railway ex-
the Premier said :

tension,
“ «No legislation is necessary at
present In order to effect the ac-
complishment of  the branch
railways, as it is provided in the
Railway Contract that whenever
it is shown to the Government
that there is a sufficient volume
of traffic to warrant the con-
struftion of a railway, the Gov-
ernment may call on the Gov-
ernment Contractor to undertake
the work of construction at once.
But the fact that there is a suf-
ficient volume of traffic to war-
rant the expenditure of the ne-
cessary money must first be
shown. Of course, the Govern-
ment has to foot the bill finally.

“The head of the Government, in
his manifesto issued last week,
seeks to repiresent that the finances
of the Colony will not be able to
meet the annual interest on the cost
of and carrying into effect of this
and other measures advocated by me
in this manifesto. Sir Robert Bond
seems to have forgotten that during
the past ten years the revenue of
this Colony has increased from
$1,641,420 in 1898 to $2,750,690 in
1907. This large increase is in addi-
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tension can be carried .
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tion to the fact claimed by the Pre-
mier that taxation has been reduced
by $177,000 annually. Surely, then,
we can confidently look forward to a
still larger increase during the next
ten years. But assuming that in-
stead of an increase of $1,200,000 in
ten years, we onlyv increase one-
fourth of that amount, or $300,000 in
that period, we should still have am-
ple means, and without one cent of
additional taxation to meet the in-
terest and cost of all the new ser-
vices advocated in this manifesto.”

In this extract, Mr. Chairman, 1
pointed out eighteen months ago how
the money was to be obtained to fin-
ance this railway extension. In ten
years the revenue has practically
doubled. Whilst in 1898 it was only
a million and a half dollars, in 1907
it was nearly three million dollars.
To re-inforce this argument, let us
consider the Colony’s revenue in the
years when we had no railway, and
the nature of the developments which
followed its construction. In 1870,
the whole revenue of the Colony was
only about $883,000. We had then
enjoyed representative government
for thirty-seven years. In 1833 we
had our first Assembly in this coun-
try, and our first revenue bill was
passed. In 1872, virtually forty vears
afterwards, we only had a revenue
cf $890,000, though in these vears
the catech of codfish was nearly as
much as to-day, and the seal fishery
was worth four or five times as
much. Up to 1865, ten or twelve
thousand men annually went to the
seal fishery in three or four hund-
red vessels, and brought in as many
as 600,000 seals, for which they got
from eight to nine dollars per quin-
tal. At these figures, the seal fish-
ery represented four to five million
dollars, and yvet, despite a large cod
and herring fishery as well, the
revenue was less than  $900.000.



108

Now let us take the next decade, trom
1870 to 1880. The revenue in 1880
was only a million dollars, or an in-
crease of $120,000 in ten Yyears, an
average of but twelve thousand dol-
lars a year. From this date we en-
ter upon the period of railroad con-
struction for, as I have already point-
ed out, it was in 1881 that the rail-
way was begun, and we find that in
1890, or ten Yyears afterwards, that
is the first ten years of the railway
enterprise, the Colony had a Tev-
enue of $1,800,000, an Increase of
$800,000 in that ten years, against an
increase in the previous ten Yyears
of only $120,000, or an average al-
nual increase of $80,000 that decade,
against an average annual increase of
but $12,000 the previous decade.

The greatest increase in any ten-
year period in the history of the
Colony, however, was that between

1898 and 1908, because then the rev-
enue doubled. It doubled, first, from
the fruits of the railway policy, from
the new industries opened up all

over the country—revenue-giving in-
industries,

dustries, labor-increasing
prosperity-promoting industries—all
of which enhanced the purchasing

power of our people. It was further
increased by the opening of ‘the Bell
Island mines, and the other mining
developments all over the country,
even though some of this development
did not go so far as the actual ex-
port of the output. We also had a
large increase owing to the big fish-

eries and the remunerative prices
paid for the catch. Through these
high prices our people were living
better, and purchasing more largely

than in the old days, and consuming

more dutiable goods leading to a
larger increase in the revenue, be-

sides being also better off.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Committee
is entitled to know what our branch
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railways are going to cost ang
that cost, or the interest upon
going to be met without a
taxation. That is, after all,
question we have to answer ft;
people of this country. 1 have
an estimate and have had esti
made of the likely extent of
branches. Some differ from me
think my mileage too high. I @
think so. 1 think it will be
hundred and fifty miles for the
branches, and nossible a little i
But to be perfectly safe, I will
the estimate at two hundred
fifty miles. This, at $15,000 a
will cost $3,900,000 or, in roung
ures, $4,000,000, creating an aj
interest charge at three and a
per cent., of $140,000 a year.
other words, when all these lines
built, the interest on the cost w
we shall have to nay will be $14¢
a year. '
It may be asked, can this Co
afford $140,000 a year for five bra
railways—to bring the north
daily communication with the 8§
and west and open up splendi@;
cultural districts, to extend the b
sings of civilization to peobple
in some parts of the country
might as well live in Siberia?
worth it? 1Is it necessary?
these people entitled to it? 1
that it is, most assuredly! It isp
of our duty to make the conditié
of life for the people of those &
tions of the country who are |
ing branch railways to-day as ik
tageous as they are to the peonle
other portions of the country. I
that it is a duty and a responsibil
resting upon us. It is not a gt
tion of whether it will pay. It i§
question of whether it is necessé
We do not ask whether lighthous
will pay. We do not ask whetl
roads will pay. We do not
whether mail boats will pay. f:-



for our people,

home to us fullyv when
from
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return frow
services Wwhich provida
advantages of life to
the people of this Colony. People are
% on this earth for a thousand
. and it should be the endeavor
::ﬂ ;:; Government to make the con-

i } O as possible
ons of life as easy
ditl and enable them to

even remotely in the
plessings of civilization which we see
around us in other countries, and
the absence of which is only brought
we return
abroad and go around the sea-
beard and observe what people suf-
ter from the lack of this advantages.
[ say, it is not a question of whether
the railways will pay. They are an
absolute necessity and have got to

be.

But. as I have said, the practical

nﬁt fek for a direct

the pﬂhlif
the 'n]‘diﬂﬂr}'

participﬂte

gide of this matter has to be con-
sidered, that is—from where is the
money to come to build these rail-

ways without increased taxation? I
say that we shall have more money
than we require to meet the interest
on this outlay, more than we require
to keep up the rest of the public ser-
vices, and it may be a handsome pro-
fit each yvear after all these services
have been provided for. Assuming
that we Dbuild fifty miles of
railroad each year, the five branches
will take five years to complete:
possibly a little more may be built
In some years and a little less in
others. The Bonavista branch will

' probably be finished next vear and

-I:n operation before Christmas, and
_.l_:hat will be sixty or seventy miles,
‘Iﬂlile the next branch may not be so
jll_‘-'llg'. But on the basis of fifty miles
j'ﬂ Year, what interest charge will the
Colony have to face? Tt will be as

follows
R .. .. $28,000
RIS .. | . 56,000

k-
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1928 " .. 84,000
1914 . 112,000
1916 ' ... 140,000
The whole of the branches will

then be completed, and the question
must naturally arise, what will the
revenue be in 1915? Will it be suf-
ficient to meet this interest charge of
$140,000, and pay for all the other
public services in their increased
votes. My answer to that question
is—If the country continues to ad-
vance in the same ratio as it ' has
advanced in the last ten years—and
I see no reason why it should not but,
on the contrary, see before me all
the indications of an enhanced and
widened prosperity—then this in-
creased interest of $140,000 a year
will be more than made up by what
we shall receive in increased taxa-
tion. In my opinion, the prosperity
we have witnessed in the past will
be exceeded by the prosperity we
shall witness in the future, for I
see new industries cropping up all
over the country; new projects tak-
ing form and substance every year;
an entirely new spirit of enterprise
and exploitation amongst our own
people and amongst outside invest-
ors, who are embarking their capital
here: and I look forward with confi-
dent hone to next yvear and the years
that will follow witnessing great in-
dustrial activity in this country.

However, assuming for the sake
of argument—merely for the pur-
pose of planting ourselves on an
absolutely sound financial Dbasis—
that the hands of the clock are be-
ginning to stop, and that the Colony
will not make any more progress in
the next five years than it made in
the last ten, then our revenue for
1915 will be $3,600,000, or $600,000
more a year than we receive to-day;
and seeing the outlay for interest on
the branch railway construection will
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be only $140,000 a year, and that this
will be by far the largest item of
increased outlay during that period,
it is quite evident that we shall have
abundant money to meet the cost of
these branch railways, and vet as-
sure the continued financial stability
of the Island.

But, Mr. Chairman, our ordinary
revenue is not to be our only reli-
ance in this matter because, as stat-
ed in the speech of His Excellency
in opening this session, amicable ar-
rangements have been made with
the Bell Island companies whereby
they will contribute towaids the pub-
lic services of this Colony from
$75,000 to $120,000 for the next ten
years. They have greed to pay 7 1-2
cents a ton on the total output an-
nﬁally for the next ten years, and
this will give us at the outset $75,-
000, while an enlarging operation in
the Sydney smelters, which is now
being arranegd for, will involve an
increased output from Bell Island,
and augment this source of revenue
accordingly. We may, therefore, look
forward to this item alone as being
sufficient to pay almost the total in-
terest on our entire railway expendi-
ture. But we have still a third fact-
or on which to count towards meet-

- ing this interest—the four million dol-

lars in gold that will be spent in this
country for railway construction, will
enable workmen to earn §1.50 per
day, or as it was put recently, “fifty
~cents to go in your stomach, and a
dollar to bring home,” and will help
to swell the revenue also. Many a
man unable to get supplies for Lab-
rador next year, many a man for sea-
sons past working underground in
Sydney, will be able to remain at
home and earn $1.50 a day for the
next four years. 1 mention that
merely as an additional source of
revenue. Then, again, as these
branches are built, new lands will
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be opened up, people will setf}
the line, new industries Wi]
veloped, and many avenues
ployment will be afforded, _:,_:'{:f"'
ing to swell the revenue an_gj |
a substantial credit balance.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the @
tee may want to know what
tages are likely to accrue fp
building of these branches,
take the North—Catalina, Trin
Bonavista—now shut off fre
communication with the rest
Island. There we have an
trious, energetic, splendid
men. We have a fine farm
try down through that peninsul
able of producing all the agric
products now imported into ¢
ony. The same is true of the
branches. The Government log
ward contemporaneously wil
building of these branches, |
settlement of families along fti
lines, and to the spread of farn
those sections of the country.
vear $3,000,000 goes out of th
ony for farm products. Th
course, includes flour. 1 de
claim that the $2,000,000 of th
is spent for flour can be kept
because it may be years bef¢
can successfully cultivate whea
what 1 do claim is that our
bill can be cut in two. Our §
can raise more meat, more ¢
more vegetables and everything
that comes from well-con
farms. Instead of living on
as they do now and to a very
extent (I refer particularly nc
my own district), they can :3-’3_.:
couraged to vary their die ar;
in that way keep much of thel
at home that is now being sent
for flour every year. It may o
oenerally known, but it is a fae
we are the largest cunﬂumera]»
per head in the whole world.
in Canada, where they grow



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS,

y consume less Der head

! he
'?l‘fhﬁﬂt; t o do the peﬂple of New-

of flour th
~ foundland.
The Gnvernment during this ses-
qnnounce an agricultural
far-reaching in its effects
ly to touch every settlement

Eiﬂn Wﬂl
policy S0

aﬂmii’ ﬂp_lylﬂssible, every family in the
r:lznd and these branch r‘ailwa}tg
Will help greatly to make this agri-
cultural policy a sur:cesa Through
the agency of the railroad, the peo-

ple of the South Shore of Conception

Bay were induced to devote them-
almost exclusively to agricul-

gelves
ture; through the agency of the
railroad, agriculture made  great

strides in other districts; through the
;gency of the railroad, the farming
capabilities of the West Coast were
developed; and through the agency
ﬁf-' the branch railways we see the
-ﬁrming industry spread Iitself all
over these other districts. These
branch railways, when completed,
will also be of great advantage to
our fishermen and sealers in enabl-
ing them to come on here or go to
their homes without experiencing any
difficulties or hardships; without hav-
ing to travel on foot for miles and
miles with great discomfort and of-
ten at risk of their lives. Other ad-
vantages will likewise follow.

The Government are co-operating
With the Board of Trade for the de-
j-‘r_'ﬂilﬁpment of the Colony’s fisheries.
:'_Iihay have seen from the start that
thﬂ Worst thing which could happen
'.ﬂﬁwfnundlaud would be a large fish
ery l;ntil proper markets are provid-
&d. We have to get new markets and
:-!;_B'-'i_'iﬂﬂ new methods of outting up
mlr fish, but we have to meet mod-
Bl'n Competition by putting up our
?’Mﬂuuta in the most appetizing
'ﬁ_ﬂhiﬂn, To-day people in large cit-
ies on this side of the water will
not use salteq, hard-cured codfish,

111

when more attractive and palatable
forms of fish food are put up by our
competitors. In Gloucester they
have fifty different forms of putting

up fish, while we continue in the
same old rut. The Government are
doing their utmost to change this

state of things, and if we can open
up new markets and inaugurate new
methods, there is no reason why our

catch should not be 2,000,000 quin-
tals, instead of 1,500,000. But, under
existing conditions, the larger the

catch the more ruinous must be the
result for our people; and new
markets and new methods are indis-
pensable to the Colony’s future pro-
eress. When these conditions are
realized the branch railroads will be-
come prime factors in enabling the
people to make the most of the im-
proved conditions, as they will be of
great advantage in promoting the ec-
onomic treatment of our fishery pro-
ducts.

One more argument, Mr. Chairman,
is the fact that the Contractor will
practically operate these branch rail-

wavs free of charge for the next
forty years. We give him land
grants along the line, but it must

be remembered that the land grants
are valueless if the lands are not
settled upon; and they might as well
be in the planet Mars for any good
they are now. Under the Contract
of 1893, we gave the Contractor
large land grants for operating the
road, but I want to ask, how many
families have settled on these blocks
to date, and how many blocks have
been sold? The Contractor must
have faith in the advancement of this
country, for he would not operate
these roads free unless he saw in
the future considerable development
in traffic, travel and freight.

Complaint may be made that we
are giving too much land, and 1
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would here anticipate any such crit-
icism. The amount of land we will
give for this operation will be
1,000,000 acres; 4,000 acres per mile
for 250 miles. This would mean a
block of 39 1-2 miles square if it
were carved out. for instance, of any
portion of the Island, or if he took
all this land on one s8ide of the
branch railways in blocks of one
mile frontage and ten miles rearage,

which is the size of the blocks pro-
vided in the contract, his whole
frontage would measure less than

30 per cent. of the track, leaving 70
per cent., or nearly three-fourths of
the land on both sides of the track
avilable for the use of settlers. The
financial side of this feature of the
contract is also worth considering.
At 30 cents an acre for 1,000,000
acres, the value is $300,000, the in-
terest on which, at 3 1-2 per cent,
would be $10,500 a yvear. This would
represent the amount the Government
would get annually if the land were
sold to cthers, or if the Reid Com-
pany, without building the railway,
were to apply for agricultural grants
to the extent of 1,000,000 acres, 8o
that $10,500 really represents what
the Colony pays annually for the
operation of two hundred and fifty
miles of these branches.

Let us next take the matter of mail
subsidy. If we multiply 250 miles
by $69.50 it will give us about
$17,500. That is what the Reid Com-
pany will be paid for carrying the
mails, but all of that money will
come back into the public treasury

in the way of duties on the coal
that will be used to operate these
rpads, as the Contractor must pay

50 cents a ton on the coal he brings
into the Colony for this purpose.
I.ast year he paid $25,000 into the
revenue for coal duties alone, in op-
erating the main line, and to operate
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.the

the branches will have to pa
for coal duties what we pay
mail subsidy. It is importan
member, moreover, that we ;
a4 daily mail service each way
branches, whereas under ‘*
contracts the service was a
alternate days. We are th
much more advantagenu_
The facts are as follows:—

The mail cars leaving
for Port aux Basques, for O
for Placentia, and travelling
main line and the branchea?:
ing back again, run a total
of 5,718 miles every week, o
les per day. For carrying §
an average of 953 miles a day |
tractor gete $42,000 a yea-r;_-
for each mile per year he is
07. Under the new contract
$69.50 a year for each mile
constructed, but the mail
travel over each mile twice
therefore the maills are
the rate of half of $69.50, or
per mile annually. This, as
pared with the cos® per Iﬂ'i__'
present, shows a recduction @
or on the basgis of 500 mile
daily—that is to say, twice a ¢
er each branch, it will mean
tual saving of $4,660 per ant
may put that even more clea
cost us under the existing eo
$44.07 for thé carriage of the
one mile each day for a year
der the new contract it will ¢
$34.756 for the same service.
lock at it from yet another
point, we will pay only $34.76
the new contract for what WE
now paying $44.07 under th
contracts, so that the $69.50 8
under this new contract will
us the same amount of servi
Postal Department as tha
which the Government, under 1%
contracts, is paying $88.14. 5
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Mr. Chairman, there is one

' Hﬂw' oint that 1 should like to
,-“mr : upon the Committee, and it
ii;nﬂ;‘-:: We claim here 1o have
".a.de . good contract for the con-
muuatinn of these roads. 1 do not
'Elﬂrilﬁ this by comparison. I do not

for a moment to reflect on per-

want
e gone before wus as

sons who hav

regards contracts they. may have
-ﬁlﬁde. | want, if possible, to ap-
proach this question not from any

and without any

party standpoint
~arsonal or varty feeling whatever.

I have tried to put the matter be-
fore the Committee absolutely free
from any party taint or personal
feeling, and in the hove that all may
let the dead past bury its dead as
regards this particular transaction.
This is a subject which we in this
House, and the people in the coun-
try, are all directly interested, and 1
trust that we may approach it devoid

" of any partisanship or prejudice. But

I say it is a pardonable pride for a
Government to be able to claim that
they have in this particular respect
made a good contract. We claim
that it is a good contract because we
have in this, compared with the '93
Contract, saved the Colony $1,000,000.
That may seem a very sweeping
gtatement, but I repeat that we
have made that saving to the Col-
ony, and we make up that $1,000,000
in this way. In 1893 the rails that
went on the cross country railroad
cost $20 a ton. The rails to go on
these branches will cost $28 a ton,
and on the total of 250 miles, accord-
ing to the figures given me by the
Government Engiiner the other day,
the Contractor will sustain a loss of
$157,000. That is to say, he will have
to pay for the rails he purchases
$157,000 more than in 1893. In the

Sdme way, in '93, he paid $1.00 a day
Wages; now he is to pay $1.50. The
Government Engineer informed me
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that with a line like ours costing
$15,000 per mile, the labor may be

said to fairly represent half  that
amount. Therefore, where the Con-
tractor spent $7,600 per mile ' for

labor in 1893, he has to spend about
$3.750 additional to-day; and if you
multiply this sum by 250 miles of
road, it makes $941,000 additional
the Contractor has to pay out for
labor now. In other words, owing to
the cost of labor and rails, he will
pay $1,098,000 more out of his pocket
than in 1893.

You, Mr. Chairman, may want to
know in what way this constitutes a
saving to the Colony, which really
appears to be a loss to the Con-
tractor. Well, this is my answer—
The Contractor can reasonably put
forward the position (and, as a mat-
ter of fact, he did) that if we de-
mand $1.50 a day for labor we should
pay a higher price for construction,
and he could fairly have said—“I am
prepared to build your railway at
the same cost as in 1893, but rails
have gone up, and you ought to pay
me the difference between rails in
'93 and the cost to-day, and if you
want your men to get $1.50 a day,
that is fifty cents per head more add-
ed to the cost of labor, then you ought
to pay me for it; you ought not to
insist on an increase of pay for the
workmen at my expense.” [ say,
he put that proposition to the Gov-
ernment, and he put it forward very
strongly, and it was only after great
pressure that he gave way and con-
sented to pay the increased price
per day, and build the road at the
figure named. Accordingly, I say,
Mr. Chairman, that this Government
or any other Government might fair-
ly have considered this position, and
might fairly have said—"“Well, it is
true that the price of rails has gone

"up and they will cost you more, and

it is true that the price of labor has
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gone up and that you will have to
pay more, therefore we will pay you

the difference.” 1t is for that rea-
son we claim, and we think very
fairly and reasonably, that we have

saved on this Contract $1,000,000 to
the Colony, as we have a Contract
for $4,000,000, compared to the ’'93
Contract at the cost of $5,000,000,
having regard to the rails and labor.

There is yet one other argument
which helps to prove that we are
zetting a good bargain, and it igs that
there is much greater difficulty to be
met and much greater cost entailed,
in building these branch railways,
which have to touch many settlements
and therefore call for the solution of
mechanical problems not to be found
in constructing a line across the lev-
el prairies of the interior.

Mr. Chairman, I do not think 1
need delay the Committee with any
further obesrvaticns as to these Re-
solutions which, after all, are merely
Resolutions confirming by this Leg-
islature a Contract this Government
has entered into on behalf of the
country, further than to say that 1
feel assured that the Committee will
approach this question with the spir-
it I have suggested. We shall be
only too glad to listen to every ob-
servation and comment from our
friends on the other side of the
House. 1 can quite understand that
they may not ‘be as fully acquainted
with the various sections of the
Contract as those who had the op-
portunity of reading it before coming
here this afternoon, and it is not my
intention to ask the House to enter
further into this subjeet this after-
noon, unless it is felt desirable by
the gentlemen on the other side. 1
was going to suggest that this Com-
mittee rise till next Monday, so that
our friends on the other side may
have an opportunity of going into
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the various sections of the (g
before the same will become
Personally, I think it is a gog
tract, and that everything
done to safeguard the interesgs
the country. With these gh
tions, I would propose that the
ter go over till Monday next.

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—I=
suggest Tuesday instead.

THE HON. THE PRIME M
TER—Well, let it be Tuesds
meve that the Committee rise, ;
progress and ask leave to sit
cn Tuesday next. |

The motion being carried,
Committee rose.

MR. SPEAKER resumed the €

The Chairman from the Comm
reported that they had consic
the matter to them referred
made some progress and asked le
to sit again.

Ordered that this Report be
ceived, and that the Committee I
leave to sit again on Tuesday nex

RT. HON. SIR R. BOND gave'l
tice of question.

MR. KENT gave Notice of Questit

It was moved and seconded
when the House rises it adjourn
to-morrow, Friday, February 4th,
three of the clock in the afternof

The House then adjourned accor
ingly.

FRIDAY, February 4th

The House met at 3 o’clock in tk
afternoon, pursuant to adjournmer

PETITIONS PRESENTED

MR. KENT—I beg to present
petition from William Squires ar
others, resident of Quidi Vidi, in tl
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district of St. John's East, asking for
the allocation oOf the sum of $§300 to
remove the rocks from the en-
trance to Quidi Vidi, and also to
puild a retaining wall to protect the
road leading out to the entrance
from being damaged by the sea. 1
may say that this entrance from time
to time gets filled and this practical-
Iy closes the gut. During the storms
last fall this happened to an almost
unprecedented extent, and now it is
absolutely necessary that something
pe done to remove these rocks from
the gut and replace the retaining
wall. Unless the wall is repaired the
fisherman cannot get out to their
fishing premises, and until the rocks
are removed from the gut they can-
not get out to sea at all. The mat-
ter is of the utmost importance to
the fishermen of Quidi Vidi, and 1
would ask that when the work is un-
dertaken—as 1 hope it will be—it
will be done in some lasting form. It
has been the custom heretofore for
the Government to grant a small
amount for this particular work from
the district grants. Last summer
nothing was allocated to fix up this
wall and consequently an unprece-
dented amount of damage was done.
Now, I am of opinion that if the sum
of $300 asked for by the petitioners
were allowed, it would probably save
money in the long run.

MR. HOWLEY—I have been asked
to support this petition and I know
Something about the locality to
Which it relates. In fact, in 1904,
when I had the fortune, or misfor-
tune, to contest the district of St.
John'’s East, this matter was forci-
bly brought under my notice, and I
bromised at that time that if it ever
Were in my power to do anything in
the matter I would do it. Further,
I have lived for some vears in the
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neighborhood of Quidi Vidi, and I
know from personal knowledge that
it would be of great advantage to the
fishermen if the request of the peti-
tioners were acceded to. I, therefore,
have much pleasure in supporting the
petition presented by the member for
St. John’s East. I may say that 1
have no ulterior motive in doing so,
as I do not intend to again contest
the distriect.

It was ordered that the petition be
referred to the department to which
it relates.

MR. EARLE—I beg to present a
petition from Noah Penney and
others of Indian Islands, Fogo, ask-
ing for the sum of $100 to repair
the public wharf at East Cove. This
wharf was very much damaged last
fall and I would ask that the repairs
be attended to.

I would also ask leave to present
a petition from Joshua Cosh and
others of Indian Islands for the sum
of $250 to repair the public wharf.
It has been built a number of years
—1 think about thirty—and nothing
has been done to it since it was
built. I would ask that that sum be
granted for repairing the wharf.

I have also three or four petitions
on fishery matters, and one is from
Pierce Brien and others of Tilton Hr.,
and they desire that no codtraps or
portions of codtraps shall in future
be allowed to be set in the locality
set out in the petition. Another is
from William Patrick Edens and
others, of Cape Cove, asking for the
prohibition of bultows and codtraps
in the limits specified in the petition.
The next is from John Blake and
others of Dog Bay, against the prohi-
bition of bultows in that locality.
Every year plenty of fish has been
caught in that locality and they think
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the prohibition on bultows should be
removed.

I also have a petition from Wm.
Carnell and others on the same sub-
ject as the petition from Dog Bay.
They think it is unfair that they can-
not go to the neighborhood of Tilton
Harbor and put their trawls or bul.
tows as they have done in the past.
They request that the same condition
of things be continued, whereas the
people of Tilton Harbor want trawls
prohibited.

I would ask that all these petitions
be referred to the proper depart-
ments.

With reference to these fishery
matters, my own idea, as I have al-
ready expressed it to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, is that when
disputes of this nature arise it would
be well to have somebody besides
the Fishery Warden to investigate
them and try and adjust the differ-
ences. The Wardens may be good
men, but I would like to see the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries or
his Deputy sent down to investigate
matters of that kind. It would re-
lieve me of considerable work. 1
have done my duty in laying these
matters before the House, and at the
same time I hope that my sugges-
tions may be considered to be in
order.

It was ordered that these petitions
be referred to the departments to
which they relate.

MR. F. J. MORRIS—Mr. Speaker,
I would ask leave to present a peti-
tion from the inhabitants of St.
Mary’s Bay, on the subject of the ex-
tension of railway facilities to that
place. 1 have had the petition in

my possession for the past week, but.

deferred presenting it to the House
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until the resolutions on the bp
railways had been submitted. 7
derstand that my colleagues
petitions from other sections g
Mary’s Bay .on the same
With your permission, Sir, I will
the petition, and I would crave
indulgence of the House to be j
mitted a little more time in Sp
ing to this petition than is usu
allowed in ordinary cases. The g
ject matter of the petition is alm
of vital importance to the peg
who sent it here and whom I &
the honour to represent. 1

(Here Mr. Morris read the :,

Mr. Speaker, the hand that dral
that petition on behalf of the peop
and which wrote the name appeari
at the head of the list is, I deeg
death. The name of Rev. Alexang
Howley, P.P., Salmonier, heads &
list of those who signed this pef
tion; and, as hon. members of th
House are aware, that young &
valued life has since been cut off, T
people of Salmonier, who loved
and for whom he was doing so mueck
deeply regret the loss of the zealol
and devoted priest, and Newfound
land has to deplore the loss of one ¢
her most prominent and talente
sons. Requiescant in pace.

This petition, Sir, or, at least,
portion of it which I have the honor
to present to the House, comes frort

Salmonier and Branch district, and

is signed by Rev. Fr. McGuire and
130 residents of Branch, and by some
250 names from  Salmonier. I
would like to put briefly before the
House some of fhe reasons why
prayver of that petition should

granted.

1€
L
=
| ) o=

For the past twenty-five yvears, i._}:._.__
petitioners state, they have contribu-
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revenue of the country
their full proportion of the sum which
- . peen annually devoted to the pay-
i of the subsidies for the carry-
o out of the,general railway policy
u;gthe country, and this without any
-glreﬂt or indirect benefit to them-
celves. There is @ population of
gomething like five or six thousand
people in St. Mary’s Bay, and their
travelling facilities to-day are prac-
tically the same as they were 30 or
40 years ago. If they wish to avail
of the railway when in St. John’s, it
will bring them no further than
Holyrood in Conception Bay, and
then they have to travel a distance of
something between thirty and forty
miles to their homes. On the other
hand, if they wish to aviail of the
pPlacentia railway they have to take
the coastal boat at St. Mary’s or Sal-
monier and travel a distance of forty
or forty-five miles to Placentia by

water.

ted to t0e

His Excellency the Governor, in
the Speech from the Throne, on the
gpening day, outlined an agricultar-
al policy which, I understand, will be
introduced by the Government dur-
ing the present session. Now, I know
of no place in Newfoundland where
that policy can be tested with better
or more certain results than in the
districts of St. Mary’s and Salmonier,
from which these petitions have
come, and there is no question of
doubt about the fact that the climatic
conditions are as good, if not better,
in St. Maryv’'’s Bay, than those exist-
ing further west. The land, for ag-
ricultural purposes, is all that can be
desired, and in proof of that, Mr.
Speaker, 1 would like to quote a few
figures that I have obtained from the
census taken something like nine or
ten years ago.
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I find from the census return for
the year 1901 that there were 207
bushels of oats raised in St. Mary’s
Bay, 1.780 tons of hay, 11,161 bar-
rels of potatoes, 1,220 barrels of
turnips, and there were 337 horses,
641 cows, 874 other horned cattle,
3,026 sheap and 1,050 swine. Now, 1
have made a fair average value of
these products, and I find that the
value of the oats, at 60c.. per bushel,
would be $124.20; hay at $20 per
ton (and it is now selling at $28) the
value would be $35,600; potatoes at
$1.50 per barrel (and they are worth
$2.50 per barrel here in the <city),
the value would be $16,741.50; tur-
nips at $I per Dbarrel, would be
$1,220; horses, at an average of $80
each would be worth $29,960; milch
cows, at $40 each, would be $25,640;
other horned cattle, at $30 each,
would be $26,000; sheep at an aver-
age of $4 each, would be $12,104;
and swine at $10 each (pork is
now 13c. and 14e¢. per 1b.), would be
$10.500. In other words, a total
value of $53,685 for the year's
agricultural produce, and $100,000
for the agricultural stock, making a
grand total of about $153,680. Now,
these figures show the result of ten
years ago, and I have no hesitation
in saying that the agricultural yield
has probably increased fifty per cent.

since then. Certainly, the agricul-
tural stock has increased very con-
siderably.

Now, as against that, I find by the
customs returns, that whilst we have
the very finest of agricultural land
up in St. Mary’s Bay, within forty or
fifty miles of the capital, that the
following agricultural produce was
imported here during the past year.

2,996 tons of hay, valued at $37,-
7417.
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325,096 bushels of oats, valued at
$97,607.

94,085 barrels of potatoes, valued
at $35,083.

Other vegetables, valued at $15,-
875.

2,943 oxen cows and horses, valued
at $168,111.

2,063 sheep,
valued at $9,985.

calves and pigs,

Or a total value of $364,480. Now,
that is the showing of the customs
returns for last year of the agricul-
tural imports into St. John’s. I say,
Mr. Speaker, if we had a railway to
St. Mary’s and Salmonier, that in St.
Mary's Bay alone we could produce
all the vegetables—everything of an
agricultural character, including
cattle, sheep and swine—necessary to
supply the whole population of this
country. These are strong reasons,
from an agricultural standpoint, why
this Bay should be given the advan-
tages of railway extension.

L.et us now look at this matter
from a tourists’ point of view. Con-
sider the beauties of Salmonier Val-
ley and the magnificent salmon and
trout rivers which run through Sal-
monier and Branch in St. Mary’s Bay.
There is a place called the Tickles up
there that, I believe, cannot be sur-
passed in beauty in any part of this
country, or, indeed, in any part of
the world; and the same applies to
the scenery up the river near the set-
tlement of New Bridge. If we had a
railway, all the tourists that now
come in here to St. John’'s by steamer
during the summer, could very cheap
ly take a three or four day’s holiday
out towards Salmonier and the Bay,
instead of being compelled, as they
now are, to remain around the
streets of St. John’s, or drive along

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS,

our country roads. This 1:ra.1‘15'[ﬁ"j |
been increasing each year, and g
that the Red Cross Company &
such up to date boats as the Flor
and Rosalind, it is going aheag
leaps and bounds. Last summer se
1,230 passengers were carried hy
Red Cross Boats from New
St. John’s, and 536 from I—Ia.lif'
Allan Line boats carried 74
Philadelphia, and the Furness
11 from Halifax, making a total
1,851. If each of these tour
spent $§10 in the city it would my
$18,610, and if we had railway
cilities to Salmonier so that th
might go there and be back in tit
for the departure of their boats, the
is not one of them that would 1
avail of the excursion and spend
least $10 on the trip, there and bagcl
which would be another considerak
item. There is no place in the isla
where a sportsman can have such e3
cellent fishing as up at Salmonis
and Branch. Any one who has gong
there knows that the rivers
with the finest salmon and sal
water trout for at least two month
of the season. That is anothe
reason why the petitioners think tha
they are entitled to have this brane
built.

-

When the building of the railwaj
to Placentia was moved in thi
House some years ago, a good man)
ness men—men who undoubtedl}
had the interest of the country at
heart—opposed it, and the bill had
to a certain extent, to be clandestine.
ly smuggled through, calling it &
agricultural road. That branch liné
Sir, has since been of enormous
benefit to the people, not alone to the
people of Placentia, but all over Pla-
centia Bay. 1 have here some figures
showing the number of
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that branch line
t year. There were 1,685

_ﬁsaﬂngers tra_vell_ed over the liftle
p grigus Junction to Placentia,
ere were 1,394 who came from
making a total of 2,579
ngers on this road. Now, that
n for the Placentia branch
it was said that it would

t if puilt, pay for the axle grease
n..ﬂ ;Egarv to run it. Our fathers—
n:;e wfm were considered wise in
:heir generatiﬂn——pmp'he&ied that
result for the Placentia branch, and
there are some people here—I hope
not in this House, but probably out-
side it, who would make a similar
prophesy about the St. Mary’s
pranch. But there is the result. Dur-
ing last year there were over 2,500
passengers travelled over that line.
There were 4,646 tons of freight
carried over that line also, and was
__distributed over Placentia Bay—
974 tons went to Placentia proper;
so that from a traffic, freight and
passenger standpoint there cannot be
any gquestion but that the Placentia
branch has been a greal success,
ani1 we have every reason to believe
that if this branch line to St. Mary’s
and Salmonier were built, the same
result would follow.

tra\.'E]lEd over

passe
ja 80 muc

of which

There cannot be any question
about the agricultural capabilities of
Salmonier and St. Mary’s. As I have
shown the House, there are three or
four hundred thousand dollars’ worth
of agricultural products imported in-
to this country every year, and if this
branch railway is built to Salmonier
I have not the slightest doubt that
within the next five or ten years that
section of the country alone will be
able to supply all the hay, all the
vegetables, all the potatoes, and all
the cattle that is required for the
city of St. John's.
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I shall not detain the House any
longer, Mr. Speaker, with any re-
marks of mine, as I understand that
my colleagues have similar petitions
to present, but I shall conclude by
again readiang the last para-
graph of the petition, and I would
ask the hon. members of this House
to seriously consider them and see if
they are not able to comply with the
request of the petitioners when the
matter comes up before the House.
They say:

“*Now that our brothers of Trinity,
““Heart’s Content, Catalina and Bona-
‘*vista, and also Fortune Bay, are re-
“*‘ceiving the benefits of railway ex-
‘“tension, we would call upon their
“representatives in the House of As-
‘*‘sembly to support the prayer of this
“petition. We have been contribut-
““ing our share of revenue for the
“past twenty-five years for the up-
“*keep of railway privileges for the
“more favored districts of the coun-
““try, and we call upon the represen-
“tatives of those districts to support
“us in this appeal. And, lastly, we
‘““call upon all the ‘hon. members,
“both Government and Opposition,
*‘to support the prayer of this peti-
“‘tion, which is humbly submitted
“‘for their consideration.”

I have much pleasure, Mr. Speak-
er, in presenting this petition and
would ask that it be received and
sent to the Colonial Secretary’s De-
partment. [ intend, later on, to
move an Address to His Excellency
the Governor to have the subject
matter of the petition dealt with.

MR. HOWLEY—In rising to sup-
port this petition, 1 would ask leave
to incorporate and consolidate with
it a similar petition from the Rev.
Stephen O’Driscoll, parish priest of
St. Mary’s, and some four hundred of
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the residents of that place and the
neighboring settlements.

I crave the indulgence of the
House, Mr. Speaker, if 1 should in-
trude upon this subject anything that
might seem of a personal nature,
but I feel a twofold interest in this
matter. First and foremost 1 feel
the interest which must necessarily
be mine as a representative of the
district. The prayer of the petition
nas met with the unanimous approv-
al of all classes in that section of our
district to which it relates. All shades
of political feeling and all classes in
the community have been as a unit

in endorsing this petition. In the
second place 1 feel a strong
interest in the petition, because

as my hon. colleague has stated, ithe
father of this petition, who now lies
cold in death, was very near and
very dear to me. On the very last
occasion on which he visited the city
he spent an afternoon with me at
my office, when he showed the great-
est enthusiasm for the subject of this
petition, and it is a melancholy plea-
sure to me to be able to meet the
wishes of my constituents and at the
same time take up and carry on, as
it were, the great work where he laid
it down when he was so suddenly
called away.

Mr. Speaker, like my hon. col-
league, I had consulted the figures
furnished by the last c¢ensus in order
to get material to support and give
reasons for the granting of this
petition.

I take it that the whole country
has given unquestionable evidence of
their approval of the policy of build-
ing branch railways. The question of
financing these railways has been
settled and clearly explained by
the Hon. Premier, not alone in this
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House by the able address whigj
delivered yesterday, but on numae
other occasions since he first fgs
his Manifesto promising these 1
ways. The only question, then,
remains for consideration is:
the importance of the section
for the extension of the
merit their request being gran:‘
hope, Sir, that I can now submij
vou facts and figures which =
show unquestionably that St. Ma
Bay ought to have a branch raily
and that, from an economiec sta
point, that section of the coun
as much entitled to a branch
as any of those that now have
ways or to which it is cnntem_"_
to construct them. In the first
Sir, leaving out of consideration
together the immense catch of §
made in St. Mary’s Bay by the vis
ing fishermen who come here fr
all parts of the southern and weste
coasts, as well as I can estimate a
gather from the various enquiri
made by me, the actual value "1'
catch of fish by the residents of
settlements of St. Mary’s Bay duri
the past year was about t

Estimating 40 per cent. of that &
having gone into the revenue, 3
find that the people of St. Mary

Bay, during the past year, have
into the revenue $140,000. Est “:j-'
ting the population at 5,000,
amounts to $28 per head. ;

amounts to $12 per capita, and ol
of that revenue 1is supported

maintained the main line of railwaj
and the various branches that noj
exist; so that the people of St. Ma ;:'*
Bay, during the past year, have con
tributed in revenue twice as muck
as their proportionate share, includ
ing their share of
railway.

maintenance @
In other words, our propor
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| share of revenue for the past

$60,000, and
revenue which

about
the

1d be

i - 'whiﬂh would mean that the
ﬁ;uut which Wwe paid was about

:,,140 000, we have paid 2 1-3 times
our proportion.

Now, mY hon. and learned col-
|league has made mention of the agri-
'ﬂu“ural pDEEibilitiEE of St. Mary’s
Bay, and he has quoted figures to

gustain  his contentions. Without
.-ﬁiﬂhiﬂg to detain the House, 1
would like to refer to the figures that

I have been able 1o deduce from the
census of 1901. Taking the figures
of that census, which are the actual
rﬁaults of the year 1900—just ten
years ago—and estimating at a con-
servative estimate that these figures
have increased during the past ten
years 26 per cent, I get the follow-

ing result:

‘Number of tons of hay pro-
. duced, 2,000, valued at
ﬂ 88t por ton. . ... ..... .$32,000
!Ruut erops, 15,000 Dbarrels

BEE$1.50 . ... ...
~ Cabbage, 450,000 heads,
BERRAAL 6C. . .« - o ape o

Butter, 24,000 1bs., at 25c. .

27,000
6,000

That, Sir, I submit is a conserva-
tive estimate of the value of the
agricultural products in St. Mary’s
~ Bay the past twelve months. We
. must remember that is the pro-
duct without any inducements what-
ever to the residents to encourage
them in their agricultural pursuits.
They have no markets whatever, out-
Side of the market created by their
0Wn immediate wants, for any of
their agriculturtal produce, and I
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have no hesitation in saying that if
a branch railway were constructed
to St. Mary’s, as prayed for in this
petition, the agricultural products of
that Bay within twelve months
would increase 100 per cent., be-
cause of the fact that they would
have a ready market here in St.
John's, and because - of the reduced
rates which the Hon. Premier has
succeeded in obtaining from the
transportation companies since his
advent to office. Assuming these
figures as correct, and assuming that
increase within twelve months, the
agricultural products alone of §St.
Mary’s Bay ‘would increase $87,000;
and estimating a revenue from that
source of 40 per cent., that would
give us an increased revenue of
$35,000 a year.

At the very outside, Sir, it would
take forty miles of railway to ac-
complish the desire of the petition-
ers; estimated at $15,000 a mile,
which is the cost provided for in the
contract at present before this Legis-
lature, that would amount to $600,-
000; interest at 3 1-2 per cent.,
would be $21,000 a year; and the
revenue derived from the increase in
agriculture products alone in St.
Mary’s Bay would be one and a half
as much as would be necessary to
pay the interest on the cost of con-
struction.

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to
enlarge upon the subject of tourist
traffic and other inducements. These
have already been dealt with by my
hon. and learned colleague, Mr. Mor-
ris, and my hon. colleague, Mr. Dev-
evereux, will probably deal with
them when he takes the floor. But
there is one point to which, probably
unintentionally, my learned friend
omitted. In St. Mary’s Bay we have
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a unique body of water, known as
Holyrood Pond. Holyrood Pond is
probably the greatest natural fish
hatchery in the world, and outsiders
who have visited this country and
who have seen the place and learned
its capabilities, have expressed the
greatest astonishment that it has
been left in its natural and undevel-
oped state for so many years, [ take
it, Mr. Speaker, that the immense
possibilities of Holyrod Pond, not
alone to the immediate vicinity of
St. Mary’s Bay, but to the whole is-
land, would be in themselves suffi-
cient justification for the building of
the branch railway prayed for in this
petition.

Now, of course, we cannot expect
the hon. members of this House who
represent other districts, to take the
same interest in this petition that we
do ourselves; but, as has been point-
ed out in the petition, we appeal to
those whose good fortune it is to
have railway branches already pro-
vided for their districts, to support
us. There is an old maxim which
says: ‘““Do unto others as you would
that others would do unto you.” And
as a representative of Placentia and
Mary’s I ask that we may get from
the Government the same support
that we have given them. We
would not have asked for the railway
if resources, revenue and populaoa-
tion of this section did not merit it,
but we place this petition Dbefore
the House with the utmost confi-
dence that if the prayer of the peti-
tion is granted no member of this
House will have reason to regret his
action in after years. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that no criticising
member will ever be able to say that
the Colony or the taxpayers have
ever lost one cent by giving this rail-
way to the people of St. Mary’'s Bay.
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I have much pleasure in Bu
the petition and ask leave to
this similar petition.

MR. DEVEREUX—MT., Speg
have very much pleasure in
support the petitions
my colleagues, Mr. Morris :-:;_5':-'.'
Howley, and would ask the ne
sion of the House to prese n
currently with them g patiti’ |
another section of the Distri
Mary’s on the same subject
way extension. Whilst in sunr
these petitions I am animateﬂ
same political sentiments as mn
leagues, there is another ,
which influences me very
and that is the sentiment r
tion, for, sir, T have the hone
being closely connected with
portion of the district from
these petitions have emanated, &
can speak from intimate -.'-ji;
of the great necessity there ’
railway extension to this secti
the country and the great b_'_
would be to the people. An old
osopher and friend of my vo
days, who lived well into the
ties, and who was considered
oracle of the town, I remember
as he took up the St. John’s ps
during the sittings of the Hou
Assembly and read out all th.’ej
given to the other distri
always end up with this rem
"All have got something, but
iIs nothing for St. Mary’s.”

-
g

J1l
i

This has been the case in the |
but I believe, Mr. Speaker,
has come when this will be cha
believe that this particular sectio
the country will not longer be
out and distinguished for its is
tion. A knowledge of the <cot
makes one wonder why it has
served, for, Sir, as my
have pointed out, there is H_i"

e
e

.Fu

L
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atiful gpot than the }Talley of
g pno more charming place
mﬂnier:}?ickl-es, which for natural
4 Th;nnut be surpassed 1Iin any
il the country, while adjacent
o pretty little towns and
’ man}’tﬁ From these  places
. to the pockets of the
expenditure which
o building of the branch lime would
| For, Sir, apart from the
ctions for tourists and the
which would <come in
is Way, there is abundant room for
eat agricultural and commercial
welopment if the necessary facili-
os be provided. L.ook at Holyrood
@d for instance. As a business man
Ihaliev-e that in ten years from now
olyrood Pond will be one of the
chest portions of the country, if
e railway is extended to Holyrood,
d to Whitbourne or Placentia
mnetion. Wherever the railway
ses it is advisable that it should be
rought as near as posisble to Holy-

vod Pond.

cate.
enic attra

rga rev enue

That Pond is an enormous natur-
| hatchery, and I would not be
fraid to state that if ten fishermen
are out there in boats to-day, from
our o'clock to six o’clock, they
ould catch from eight to ten quin-
als: and if this hatchery was eX-
loited by scientific contrivance, it is
ificult to imagine what it would
lean to the people of Holyrood,
Peter’'s River and St. Mary'’s, especi-
lly now that the Solling process has
jeen introduced. Besides cod we al-
0 get salmon, herring, ecaplin and
%8ls. These latter fish are in abund-
ance, and if a factory were to be
stared there to-morrow and properly
fn, it would be possible to export
Wousands of cases or barrels of
tém. The reason the taking of
tels has never been considered is be-
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cause the people themselves have
never had the hope held out to them
that they could in any way use them
as an article of commerce. I hope and
trust that the Government will give
their fullest consideration to this
petition, and I am glad to notice that
my colleagues have appealed for sup-
port from the members of Bona-
vista, Trinity and Fortune, and the

other places where it has gone be-
yvond the equivocal point that they
will get the railways. :

But I may say that there Iis

another important factor in connec-
tion with the extension of the rail-
way to ISt. Mary’s, which should be
considered, and that is that Cape St.
Mary’s would only be about 20 miles
from where the railway would be
situated. Off here are the famous
fishing grounds, where from 150 to
200 vessels, with crews of from seven
to ten men each, are continually in
summer prosecuting the  fishery.
What a benefit to these people the
railway would be, for instance, if at
any time they found themselves out
of salt, or through a storm they lost
their trawls or traps. With the con-
venience of the railway they could
send to St. John's, have their needs
supplied, and within twenty-four
hours at the farthest be fully equip-
ped for their business again. And
these benefits would not be derived
by the people of St. Mary’s alone, but
by those of Placentia, Burin, Fortune
Bay and other places, for they come
from all parts of the South and
West Casts to these grounds to reap
the harvest of the sea. In other
words, Mr. Speaker, if at any time,
misfortune overtook these hardy fish-
ermen, instead of losing days and
perhaps weeks before being able to
reach port, where they could replen-
ish their stores and secure another
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outfit, they would be able to have all
their requirements filled in the time
I have already mentioned.

I might take up the time of this
House for a considerable time long-
er advocating the claims of the dis-
trict, pointing out the advantages
that would accrue from the granting
of the prayer of this petition, but as
my colleagues have spoken lengthily
on it, I shall content myself with
but a few words more. May I be al
lowed to mingle my regret with that
of my colleagues at the loss of the
~late lamented Dr. Howley, who only
a few days ago departed this life. 1
was not intimately acquainted with
him, but from the few conversations
it was my privilege to have with him,
I know that his whole heart and soul
were wrapped up in the welfare of
the district and the people to whom
he ministered, and he was particular-
ly anxious to see the railway extend-
ed to St. John's and Salmonier. 1
regret that this young life has been
cut so short, but I recognize that he
is in the hands of Him who is all love
and mercy. Mr. Speaker, 1 give this
petition my heartiest support, and I
beg that it will receive every consid-
eration of the Government.

It was ordered that the petition be
referred to the department to which
it relates.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED
RT. HON. SIR R. BOND—To ask
the Hon. the Colonial Secretary to
lay on the table of this House the
Auditor General’s Report for the past
year and to date.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—In
reply I bek to say that I have com-
municated with the Auditor General
and will probably have the report
ready to table on Monday.

ASSEM BLY
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MR. KENT.—To ask the'-'-1
Public Works to lay on
the House the returns of 'ﬂ
spent at Conception a
District of Harbor Main, f
Line Grant, the Ordinary :4,-:-5'
Trust Special Grants, with r
showing by whom same hag
pended.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC ¥
I beg to say that the u
by Mr. Kent re Road Mnﬂﬁ"
Conception Harbor, will be

next week. .

THHE HON. MINISTER OF
CULTURE AND MINES—I be
cn the table a repiy to Mr
question in relation to agr
moneys spent in Mortier
1908. !

THE HON. PRIME 4
beg to lay on the table, corresp
asked for by Mr. Kent in rel
railway construction, and
that as I understand he is an
see it at once I am giving
originals. Also a statement
to expenses incurred in o
with the visit of Captain Soll

THE HON. COLONIAL 8
TARY—I beg to lay upon 1
the correspondence between ¢l
ernment and Commercial Cable
pany.

DEBATE ON PILOTAGE
' TIONS.

Pursuant to Notice and on
of the Hon. Minister of Justi
House resolved itself into Cor
of the Whole to consider Resc
in regard to Rates of Pilotage
on vessels entering the port
John’s.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.



. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
;':-'

5 HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE

T- 1 resolutions were introduced
h r;‘ mstigat]ﬂn of the pilots for
E,i of St. John’s. All matters in
'_ (;,tinn with pilotage are superin-
”“ py a board appointed by the
~. or in Council-——Commission-
ﬁwho perform their duties free of
‘.}:--s .o These are compelled to meet
ﬂ,ry month and have full charge
ﬂ; matters in connection with the
appointment and licensing of pilots,
;Il-f‘f #nerally supervise the whole sys-
p in St John's. Kver since we have
had a pilot service the work has been
0a in open boats and complaints
"“ been made from time to time
as to the insufficienecy of the open
d it for the service, and recently the
s jissioners have decided to secure
to put pilots on board of
They have a find known as
".‘?Jgﬂ.ﬂt’s Fund, though I do not
how it was started originally.
It has now grown to considerable pro-
.;-,: " _E, and is safely invested in
Government Debentures and deposited
f.-_,g;\ . Bank. This was raised by con-
Bibhtions from the pilots and was
ﬁﬂ used for their benefit, and a
was to be allowed for pen-
! 1 Iﬂr the aged and infirm and any
e of it might be applied to any
object for the benefit of pilots, pro-
| it meets with the approval of
:".:-'-‘F ﬂnvernur in Council.

'-: 1" Or

Recently the pilots, thru the commis
asked permission to expend $4
in securing a steam pilot boat and
sent a resolution to that effect to the
Governor in Council, which has been
oved, and it now come here to be
':-5“'-*:':'f’ by this House. Possibly there
SN0 necessity in law to have it rati-
uﬁut we thought it better to
it here so that the whole com-
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mittee may have an opportunity to
deal with it. Another matter rendering
these resolutions necessary is a re-
quest from the Pilotage Commission-
ers that the rates for pilotage be in-
creased 10 per cent. and applied to
the extra expenses of the steam boat.
The increase will be very trifling, as
the rates of pilotage here at present
are not as large as in other ports of
the same size in other countries.
They are not as large to -day as they
were 30 or 40 years ago. In 1872 the
rates were as follows: On vessels
under 80 tons, $8.00; that rate is now
$5.35. On vessels of 100 tons $10.00;
that rate is now $6.70. On vessels
of 200 tons $13.00; that rate is now
$8.10. On vessels of 300 tons $16.00;
that rate is now $10.70, These rates
cover all the sailing vessels that are
likely to come to St. John's, conse-
quently in the largest of these vessels
the difference will be less than $1.00—
from 55c. to $1.00. In 1872 the maxi-
mum rate was $42.00, now it is $32.00.
In 1872 the rate for steamers was $48.-
00, that rate is still $48.00. In view
of this fact there can be no reason-
able objection to this increase, as it
is in the interest of trade and com-
merce, and for the purpose of secur-
ing the safety of navigation from the
point of view of vessels to be piloted
and from the point of view of the
pilots themselve;z.

MR. KENT—I have much pleasure
in supporting the resolution intro-
duced by the Minister of Justice, 1
think that the decision to substitute
a steam pilot boat for the old method
of conducting the service will be a
great improvement. The hardships
which have heretofore been endured
by the pilots have become antiquated,
and it is time they were terminated.
The Hon. Minister has taken the right
course in introducing this measure

r
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which provides for the substitution of
a steam pilot boat, and 1 don’t thinXk
that any person will raise the slight-
cst objection to the small increase in
the rates which will go towards the
improveruent and upkeep of the ser-
vice. It is in the interest of commerce
and navigation, and especially of those
conducting the pilotage in the port of
St. John’s. Most of these men have
given long years of service and many
have experienced hard times and great
danger and undergoene hardships that
those who have not gone through
could hardly credit. St. John’s is a
hard port on the pilots, and I am sure
the decision to substitute a steam ser-
vice and provide for the safety and
comfort of these men will be received
with approval by the whole communi-
ty. I have therefore much pleasure in
supporting this measure.

MR. BENNETT—I should like to
add my small measure of approval to
this Bill. I have had the opportunity
of observing the conditions under
which our pilots have been working
for many years and I am sure that it
was with a great deal of pleasure
that I noticed that they had asked for
a small steamer in which to do the
work. I understand that when the
present small steamer was provided,
that it was merely a temporary one,
and it was with great satisfaction that
I received notice of this resolution.
There is no doubt that our pilots have
had a very hard “row to foe,” and
not alone is this reform necessary for
the pilots but in the interests of com-
merce and safety of life. We all know
how vessels have been detained out-
side unable to enter the harbor, or
to approach sufficiently near for pilots
to reach them in open boats. Owing
to storm our pilots are unable to go
outside and have to remain and wait
an opportunity to board these vessels.
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I hope that when this Bill §
into effect that our pilots
to do as is done 1in nth;
and go well out in the
up vessels. 1 think this is g
hest and most commendable
resolutions that I have ever
pleasure of supporting in th
It will be appreciated by ¢}
by those interested in the
the Colony and the travellis
will be glad to see that this
come law.

THE HON. PRIME MINI
should like to say a word o
reference to this matter.
pointed out by the Attorney
these resolutions are the |
deliberations between the ’T*
missioners and the Governme
present pilot Commissione
Messrs. Shea, Harris and J sl
as Capt. English, the Secretar
Board, and they entirely ende
proposal of having a suitable
for the pilots. More by
anything else the lives ur"-
have been safeguarded in ope
and though we have no means
ing, great loss and inconvenien
have accrued all these years.
Bennett has pointed out this
appreciated not alone by he
of this country but by the
world. I read an extract a fe
ago in an English paper, te
from here about 7 steamers
had been outside for 4 or 5 dé
able to get in It is true we he
occasionally, but not so bad
England or Scotland or other
tries. The trouble here is that
deal of the cause which pT€
these steamers from ente
port is due to the fact that ou
are kept in the harbor by wil
weather The last occasion whieh
one will remember was only

L LY



HOUSE OF

« ggo, when seven steamers were
in the neighborhood of Cape
- for nearly a week unable to
m Now if we had a proper pilot
ice the men would be able to go
lmtﬂ these or other steamers,
- they get fog-bound, by whistling
iﬂlﬂe other means. That is only
,,.ﬁ of the advantages that would
! Another no less important is
i "“the men will be protected. It is
jous to think that this opportunity
s pever been availed of before. One
of lm earliest Acts passed after this
.?4 ans' was granted responsible gov-
qent was the Pilot Act, in 1834
. 1335 and with very little amend-
it has remained on the Statute

3

.h,
;
I

. ever since.

rj:hg present Commissioners deserve
great credit. Mr. Shea has been a
‘member of the Board for many years
' has never received one cent for
.Igérvices. It is a satisfaction to
know that something is going to be

done in this matter.

. MR. MOULTON—Mr. Speaker, I
have much pleasure in supporting
these resolutions. As I am a vessel
owner myself it interests me some-
what more than most members. Al-
though the suggested increase falls on
the owners, it is small in considera-
tion of the greatness of the benefits
"”’?ﬁﬂ from it While I must say that
* small vessels are more heavily
""h. than anything I know of, this
ﬂ Se is small compared with the
ben -.ﬂt.ﬂ which we shall receive

i R. SHEA—Mr. Speaker, 1 should
'tjo say a few words on this sub-
t as I am myself one of the Pilot
H missioners and I was somewhat
Bible for bringing the matter
® the House. We had a meeting
it some days ago. It has long
apparent to everyone connected

:__'l

-'rf
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with trade that some improvement in
our methods was necessary, and we
have had several complaints from ves-
sel owners about the manner in which
the pilotage is performed. The pilots
were not so much to blame, as their
boats were not fit to go off the land
in rough weather. They do all in
their power, but very frequently in
the fog it is impossible to get off, and
it is necessary for some steam tugs
to go out. The trouble for years has
been that steamers are out there in
the fog, not knowing where they are,
and having run down their distance
are afraid to come in and make the
harbor. With the steam boat we ex-
pect that they will be able to meet
these vessels two or three miles off.
It is only necessary to tell the cap-
tains where they are; there is very
little real pilotage to be done. Up to
now it was impossible to do this, be-
cause the boats were too small and in
rough weather the men ran the risk
of losing their lives. We are now ask-
ing for a small increase of $1,000. We
propose to add 10 per cent. to the
pilotage charges, which increase will
fall principally on the steamship own-
ers. Out of the present amount col-
lected they pay $6,000 or $§7,000 a

year, so that the tax really falls on

the steamer owners. We propose to
ask for this amount, and with the
other amounts and the interest on in-
vestments, we hope to be able to
raise a sum of about fifteen or sixteen
hundred dollars towards the upkeep
of that tug.

We are already authorized to
take $2,000 out of the “pilot fund” for

- the purchase of this steamer and_hav-

ing purchased her with this amount,
we hope to be able to keep her in the
service. It may cost more, but we are
going to try and do it for $1,500 or
$1,600 for the present. The pilot ser-
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vice will be materially improved, and
it will be but a small amount for the
shipping to pay for this advantage.
For the past sixteen years we have
had continuous complaints from those
engaged in the shipping trade here,
and this is an improvement which I
hope will be appreciated by all ship-
ping people coming te the port. 1 may
add that in speaking of this to the
Attorney General 1 suggested that this
new fund, raised from the additional
ten per cent. might be made a ‘““Pilot
Service Fund,” so as not to have any
confusion as to its objects. It might
be wrongly supposed that it was pay-
able to the pilots but that is not the
intention. I think it had better be de-
signated the “Pilot Service Fund,” for
the up-keep of the steamer, otherwise
there might be confusion about the in-
crease of pilotage. And besides that,

we want to have complete control of
the fund. -

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—The pilotage collections which go to
the pilots will remain the same. The
extra 10 per cent is to go to the up-
keep of the Pilot Service Fund, that
absolutely; it does not go to the
pockets of the pilots themselves. That
was understood from the start. They
will be paid at the same rate as form-
erly.

The Committee then rose.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and passed
the same; and recommended the in-
troduction of a Bill to give effect
thereto.

Ordered that this Report be re-
ceived; whereupon the Bill entitled,
“An Act respecting Pilotage for the

Port of St John’s.” was introduced
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and read a first time, and
be read a second time on to-

RT. HON. SIR R. BO ) g
tice of Question. |

MR. KENT gave Notice of €
MR. GEAR gave Notice

THE HON. PRIME MINIS]
Notice of Motion.

THE HON. MINISTER O}
CULTURE AND MINES gay
of Motion.

[t was moved and second
when the House rises it adj
Monday next, February 7 _;_ _
of the clock in the aftern oon

The House then adjourneg
ingly ‘

MONDAY, Februat

House met at 3 o’clock of th
noon, pursuant to adjournme

PETITIONS PRESENTI

MR. CLAPP—I ask leave to
a petition from Rev. J. T. Richa
others of Ferrolle Point, Dis
St. Barbe, on the subject of &
on St. Margaret's Bay. The
is so concise and short that
ask leave to read it to the Hi

R
STy S

(Here the hon. member r¢
tition).

I also hold in my hand a
from the Rev. J. T. Richards in
he states that “the ferry acre
Bay is an absolute necessity-'
to enable people to cross. 9
the worst Bay on this coast ta
around and I trust that thi
may be granted to the peoplé
have to cross this Bay in th
charge of their duty.” The ab
the extract from the Rev. gentl
letter. There is nothing, Mr. SE
that 1 can say in support of t&



m than has been put for-
 the above extract which I

.d: ' .

' ﬂrﬁered that this petition
B e and referred to the de-
1 t to which it relates.

r

MR, EMERSON—I  ask

sl Petition from
iy preﬁent a

' ﬁ Push-

MP and others of
.-T..:.: and the surrounding places,
oo that a lighthouse be erected
:-ﬁ_ yson's Point, at the entrance of
The necessity for a light-
n this point is very great, for
' anlv do many schooners and ves-
3 ‘,,; ail close to that shore, but the
itaelf is one of refuge during
| ¢ and thick weather.

Petitinn is probably one of the
5 jmpm-tant presented to this
gsession. It is signed not
""""" ﬁﬂy the people of Pushthrough
:’ buring places, but also by

ain of the Portia and Glencoe.

I that during the past ten years
omething like thirty lights and fog
larms were erected around our
goast, in addition to which many lan-
erns and buoys have been estab-
ished, but I am sorry to say that the
3"?_1_-:: of Fortune Bay has not re-
its share. The District of
gate has received six new
Fﬂgﬂ five lights and alarms,
‘tune Bay has to be satisfied
| e light, which was set up at
t. .Fj'f-:..n Island on the eve of the
on of 1908. Fortune Bay does
ect to those districts being so

ked after, but it wants to be

*d Why the same treatment has
N accorded to it.

ld also like to call the atten-
f the House to the great need
oty _a.larm and light on the Pen-
"8 islands, situated a few miles

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS.

129

off Cape L.a Hune. This place is fre-
quented for many months of the year
by my constituents, and the people
of the neighboring district in carrying
on the fishery. A lighthouse is also
needed on Long Harbor Point in For-
tune Bay, and a fog alarm on Sagona

Island, situated about four miles
from Harbor Breton towards the
mouth of Fortune Bay. A light is

also needed in the vicinity of Seal
Cove on the Basse Terre Shore. Seal
Cove is a very important fishing sta-
tion, and its inhabitants find great
hardships in making port during the
night time. There is no more stormy
portion of the coast in the whole island
than in this vicinity and there is no
place where a light is more needed.

When the vote for Lighthouses
comes up before the House at a later
date it will be my pleasure to advo-
acte the cause of the people of For-
tune Bay for a better lighthouse ser-
vice. 1 say, Sir, it cannot be denied
but that this District has been sadly
neglected in this respect in the past.
I would ask that this petition be re-
ferred to the Department of Marine
and Fisheries, and that it receive the
consideration it deserves.

MR. MOULTON—I rise to support
the prayer of the petition just pre-
sented by the hon. member for For-
tune Bay, Mr. Emerson. It is not
difficult to realize the need of light-
houses on this part of the coast. We
are told by the newspapers, that we
should not speak on petitions, but I
think that on a petition of his kind
the members are entitled to say a
few words. Pushthrough is a place
of resort for schooners and the cap-
tains of the coastal boats call there
also, and it would be a great boon
if a light were placed on Dawson’s
Point. 1 also agree with Mr. Emer-
son that a light should be placed on
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the Basse Terre shore, This part of
the coast is very rough and danger-
ous, and a light is badly mneeded
there. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the prayer of the petition.

It was ordered that the petition be
referred to the department to which
it relates.

M R. CLAPP—I ask leave to pre-
sent a petition from E. Butler, John
Jarroll, and others of Harbor Round,
8rent’'s Cove, West Country Cove and
Pacquet, in the District of St.
Barbe, asking for the construction
of a road from the first named place
to Pacquet. The road would be
ahout fourteen miles long. During
the winter months the mail man
travels over this route, and it is
very difficult for him at times to find
his way along. The petitioners also
ask that one or two camps be erect-
ed on said road for the benefit of
travellers, as well as for the mail-
man. A grant of about four hundred
dollars would go towards the con-
struction of this road to a large ex-
tent. This road, if built, would be of
great advantage to the people of the
above named settlements in traveling
to and fro. Pacquet is a port of call
for the coastal boat. The petition
has my hearty support.

It was ordered that the petition
be referred to the department to
which it relates.

MR. KENT—I ask leave to present
a petition from Henry Somerton and
others of Portugal Cove, in the Dis-
trict of St. John’s East, on the sub-
ject of Education. This petition,
which is similar to the petitions pre-
sented by the hon. member for
Burin and other members of the
House, deals with four distinct mat-
ters: (1) Free elementary educa-
tion; (2) eompulsory attendance of
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children between the ages
15 years: (3) Government
inspection o f schools; (4
inspection of school child‘:“
once a year. [ understa“
Government are conside ‘
framing of the E‘duc&ti'_
that the matter is nu.'
the consideration of
Superintendents of Eduea
doubt the subject matter of
titions will receive their g
tion in dealing with the
doubt also, but that thej
their deliberation will be
tory. ]

It was ordered that the
be referred to the depart
which it relates. ¥

MR. PARSONS—I ask *
present a petition from 1
Hudson, B. B. Squires and %
residents of Spaniard’s Bay
subject of an agricultu :1_}'_.-
Shearstown. Shearstown is t
farm of Harbor Grace Dis
the building of the road ¢
would be a great boon to tik
of that locality. T woul