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The House met at 3,00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

I~. SPEAKER: Order! I would like to welcome to the honourahle House 

today, the President and Vice-Chancellor of Hemorial University, Lord 

Taylor1 and his nephew. Also, a groupd of fifty-s<.>ven prade VII students 

from the Davis Elementary School at Carbonear with their teacher in 

charge 1'1r. Ern r.oletand some others to help them, }1rs. Emma Noel, 

'f,frs. L.Samms and }!rs. Milton Samms. I would also like to welcome any 

other visjtors who might be in the galleries today. He trust that 

your visit here is most infot'lllative, educational and enjoyable. 

PETITIONS, 

MR. E.WINSOR· Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a petition on behalf of 

the residents of Rodger's Cove in Fogo District. The pra~•er of the 

petition is that they express desire, the need for deep we.lls to be 

drilled in their community. 

}fr. Speaker.I do not have to elaborate on this petition, 

because, Sir, practically ninety percent of the communities in fo)!o 

District are havinp or if not, certa1.nly will have within a very short 

time, if we get much dry weather a very serious problem in the drinking 

water situation there, which is goinp: to be agp.ravated by the fact that in 

most all of those communities where we have this problem with water, 

there is the terrific problem of dust. 

It was only yesterday I visited the settlement or the co!'lmunity 

of Horwood. I saw lying in a yard there, well drilling equipment 

which has been lying idle since January,anrl the nearby communities are 

screaming out for this machine to get to work to provide them with 

some pure drinking water. The communities of Stoneville, Horwood, 

Wing's Point and I c;m go on all around Gander Bay. 

Sir, I strongly support this petition and I earnestly ask the 

government to take due notice of it, before the Minister of Health has 

a serious problem on his hands 1 brought about by an epidemic caused by 

8248 

~. 



June 13. 1972, Tape 723, Page 2 -- ap~ 

impure drinking water . I asked that it be received on the table of 

the House and referred t o the departmen t to which it relates. 

}fR . WOODWARD: Mr . Speaker, I ask leave of the f!ousf\ to present a 

petit:l.on on behalf ol; the residents of Northwest River . The prayer 

of this petition, }ir. Speaker, ia that the twenty-one mi lee of road 

between Goose 1l1.1y and Northwest River he upgraded and paved. J 

speak in suppor t of this petition, ~tr . Speaker. TM.s road was started 

in 1%2 I believe, no . l95o, and it has served the community of 

Northwest River since that ti• e . There was some upJ?radinrt done on it 

last year and the ye11r before. It is one of the o l dest sect:lons of 

road and one of the few s ections of road in l.abrador that connects 

two communities. 

Sir. I support this petition and I ask that the hon. l-linister 

of Finan'ce and the hon. Minister of Hivhways see fit to p1;ovtcle Tl'Oney 

to do this "1-1ork this year. 

~!!_t..:_TR()MS: Hr. Speaker, I rise in support of the petition from the 

residents of Northwest Jliver. The prayer of their pet1.tion is1 to 

be r1;anted improvement in twenty-one miles of road. l remember, 

1''1;. Speaker, in 1950-51. walkinJ:? alonA this road (of course it was not 

a r.oad then, it was only a bulldozed path) as I was a member of t"he 

forces in noose Ray. 
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MR. WOODWARD: the only way that we had to get to Northwest River 

was either by boat or by this old bulldozed road. I am quite 

sure things have changed since 1950 for the residents of Northwest 

River. I wholeheartedly endorse their petition that this road 

be upgraded and paved and I trust that modern facilites of this 

kind will come to all the residents of our Labrador Area. 

MR. J. G. ROUSSEAU: Hr. Speaker, I would like to rise and support 

the petition presented by my friend from Lahrador North. I think 

the whole question of roads for Labrador will have to be given some 

serious consideration in the years ahead. Perhaps this might he a 

good starting ;--oint, as this road has apparently been on the drawing 

board now for some number of years. 

It gives me great pleasure to support this petition. 

'-IR. E._ H._ HINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I feel now pretty hound tn sunnort 

this petition because in my term ,,f office in 1g56 or it was _1ust prior 

to that when this road was opened, I would say •twas one of the most crookedest 

roads, jf there is such a word, even tuilt in Newfoundland. 

The excuse that the contractor used to use, after the ro;u1 was 

finished was; "Well, this is the way the road had to be huilt because 

of the American nase and if there was ever a time when the hase had 

to be evacuated,it would be much more difficult for aircraft to 

trace this winding road." T. think that held some logic durinp: the 

war. 

Mr. Speaker, this road is perhaps the oldest road in Labrador 

It was built before even Wabush, Churchill Falls or any of those 

communities had very much road there. It was also during my term 

that we arranged for that Goose River to be bridRed, Any of the 

honourable members who might travel, I am sure the hom,urahle 

member for Labrador North will approve that they have permission 

free of charge
1 

to cross that hridge which is known as "The Winsor 

Bridg:e" 

.... 
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MR. WINSOR: So I certainly support the petition, Mr. Speaker . and 

ask that serious consideration he given to havinp, that stretch of 

road upgraded and paved. It would be something that the government 

would feel very proud of,to provide a paved road from Goose Bay to 

northwest River, especially to that side of the river where there are 

he.tween 300 and 400 Indians living. There are a great number 

of people workin~ at Northwest River ,on the American !lase ,and 

I may say at stevedoring work at Goose Bay. 

So I think, Sir, now that the government, the previous government1 

built the road, built the bridge, 

can upgrade and pave it. 

0n motion petition received. 

at least the present government 

Ml?. \,T .N. ROWF: 'fr. Speaker, t rise on a matter affecting the 

privileges of a member of the House or indeed the whole House and 

this is the first opportunity I had to do so because petitions were 

presented immediately. 

Sir, apparently this morninr the Supreme Court handed down a 

judgment declaring an election in Labrador South null and voin. 

Tam wondering, Sir, if Your Honour has received, has had that 

judgment transmitted to him or whether Your Honour has taken iudical 

notice of the decision or whether it is now in order for the 

honourable member to come into the House and sit here until such t:lr.,e 

as the judgment of the court is transmitted to Your l-lonour? 

I ask the question, Sir, on a point of privilege because the 

honourable member is outside the House now. He does not want to cnme 

into the House and he ordered out, because that would be slightly 

embarrassing to himself and his constituents or his recent constituents. 

I am wondering if Your Honour could give us some information on that. 

Has he received a transmission of the judmnent of the Supreme Court 

or does he take judical notice of it? 
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MR. SPEAKER: I have not received any official state1 ent only whr,t -------
I have heard from the press. 

MR. R._OWE, W.N. Then, Sir, l take it that the honourable memher c11n 

resume his seat until such time as you have received the transmission? 

MR 'MARSFIALI.· If I may, the rir.,hts of the memher from Lah.raclor South -

I do not want to infrinpe on his rights - would he 
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governed entirely by the provisions of the Election Act and the actual 

effect of that decision at the present time, I am not completely sure, 

but I think if the hon. member would allow, perhaps your Honour might like 

to take a little while to bring in a ruling while we check, The Election Act 

can be checked relatively quickly. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will try to find out as soon as we can, to bring in a ruling 

or some information on it, 

DR, A,T, ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table for the information of t;1e House 

the answer to questions asked on the Order Paper of the 2nd June by the 

hon. the Leader of the Opposition, Question 39, Question 40 and Question 41. 

MR. CARTER: I would like to table the answer to a verbal question. This 

was a question relating to student allowances and a statement that I made last 

night. There are some copies here. and also a glossary of examples of the 

rather complex calculations. 

MR, MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to table an answer to Question 91, 

asked by the hon. member for Labrador North, Nothing applies, 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I have a series of answers to question that I have 

been asked by - that is the story of my life, One good friend is more 

than most of us have. 

I have the answer to many questions that have been asked by 

the honourable member for Bonavista North, I would rather table them than 

read them all out, and save the time of the House, 

numbers -

I should quote the 

MR SPEAKER: Are there any other answers to questions? 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to move the adjournment of the House 

for the purpose of discussing a matter of urgent public importance namely 

the current labour-management dispute at Newfoundland Farm Products Corporation, 

which is placing the Newfoundland Broiler and Hog Producing Industry in 

jeopardy. At the present time, three broiler producers have for sale at give 
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away prices 68,000 broilers, These 68,000 will 111ushrnom withln two weeks 

to 140,000 broilers, bringing a total loss to broiler producers of 

approximately $300,000. The close down of the abattoir has already caused 

lay offs of men at both the broiler producer level and the local hatchery 

level. These lay offs will multiply tremendousb within the next week and 

the next four weeks,with a possible lay off of some 400 men directly and 

indirectly involved, Should the dispute not be resolved in the meantime, 

within days three broiler producers may have to declar~ bankruptcy, should 

this situation be allowed to continue. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will take this motion under advisement. When the House 

goes into Committee of the Whole, I will ask the committee to rise as soon 

as it can; and will make a ruling on it. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, before Your Honour adjourns to make a ruling , 

I would like to address a few words to Your Honour. 

The motion is to ad_1ourn to discuss a matter of urgent public 

importance, and what Your Honour has to decide is whether you think this 

is in order and of urgent public importance, after which you have co ask 

for the leave of the House in this matter. 
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MR.CROSBIE: Your Honour I submit that although this is an important 

matter, it is not of such urgent public importance that it should 

now be debated in this House as an emergency. This is a strike 

taking place in the Crown Corporation at Pleasantville. It is a 

strike that has been underway for some three weeks. It is a matter 

that can be debated in this House, When the estimates go through 

the House there will be plenty of opportunitv for it to be debated. 

Therefore 1Your Honour, I submit that this is not the kind of motion 

that Your Honour. should deem to be, to meet the reauirements of 

Beauchesne and the rules, that the motion is not in order at this 

time. 

In addition Your Honour it is a mischievous motion, It is a motion 

that it is an attemnt bv the Opposition to -

MR.ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, to a point of order, fhe honourable 

gentleman may speak to the question of urgencv, he iA now debating 

what he considers to he the merits about the motion• I am suggesting, 

if he is going to debate it, Your Honour ,we expect to debate it on 

our side too. 

MR.CROSBIE: The matter is not urgent it is mischievous. 

MR.SPEAKER: I have taken the matter under advisement and I will make 

a ruling, as I have mentioned. I think debate should not continue on 

this, 

MR ROBER.TS : Mr. Speaker, with respect to the question of urgency 

only, I do not want to debate the matter at all until and unless 

Your. Honour rules that it is in order. I merely wish to say that the 

rule is quite clear, the nrecedents are clear, both in this Homie, Sir, 

and in Beauchesne. The ~uestion to be decided by Your Honour is whether 

the matter should be debated urgently, and the honourable gentleman, the 
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M:lnister of Finance, savs that it is not urp,ent, that we can dehate 

it on the estimates. 

t1r, Sneaker, the reason we raised the matter nc>1,· an<l suhmit that it 

must he dehated urp.entlv :Is that the onlv He;id under which it couJ<l 

have heen debated and on which it was dehated, Sir, name Iv: the Head, 

I think it is Head Vlll h11t the ~ines, Ap.ricultnr<' & R,0,snurces Head 

that has heen disposed of hy the committee "f the wh,.1J ,, . '.': i r. Th,, ,·ef nrc, 

if the matter js to be dehated it must 1--e dehatf,d upon this mot:lon. 

We submit, therefore, that the necessity of thP de hate is urgent and 

accordin~lv mv col]eague has made the motion. 

t-'R, CROS!l!F: Mr. Speaker, :In reoly to that I wnuld noi nt out to Your 

Honour that the estimates for the Denartment of Labour have not vet 

been debated and there is no reason why any lahour matter cannot be 

debated on the estimates for the nepartment of Lahour. 

~-S~J::_A_KER: I think that debate on this matter should cease ,mti 1 I 

have had a chance to hrin!' in my ruling. ntherwise, we wnuld j-, r, her<' 

all afternoon on this. 

would ljke to direct a question to the 

Minister of Finance and Ee nomic Development. 1n vi.ew of thf' n1dio 

reports 1Mr. Spe;iker,that the number of construction workers on the 

linerhoard mill in Stenhenvi.lle is being reduced drastically• I would 

Jike to ask the minister to inform the House what steps have the 

government taken to recruit and train permanent staff for the linerr.oard 

mill at Stenhenvi]le? Will our Newfoundland workers he sent out of 

the nro,,ince for training? Or will trained people he hrough t to 

Stenhenville on a temporarv hasis to start up the mil] then turn the 

mill over to an all-Newfoundlar!<l work force1 'Has the minister 

consulted the vocational training branch of the Department of Education.,. 

Canada Manpower and the unions concern to work out a critical path 

S¥Stem of hiring the permanent staff,with preference being given to 

Newfoundlanders? 

.... , . 
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MR .C:ROSllIE: ~r . SocakeT , the honourable member opoosite knows quite 

well that thjs is not the kind of oral question to ask the House . This 

is a 101,g involved ouestion that. should be out on the Onler Pat>er. /\"­

far as the linerhoard mill is concerned ,I know of no great lavoffs rhcn? . 

1'he only layoffs thtt t there will he there will be in the course of 

construction. As consc-ruction gets comrleted the peorle will he Lald 

off. We are still aiminf? for a start-up date in Octoher. The recr11 l t­

ment i.s underway. People at that mill ther e , the joint projec t manaizer 

is nonald D. Dick. Kates, Peat, Marwick are engaACd in this recruicin~ 

camr>aiAn, Some persons had been recruited, hiAhlv skilled persons , 

tt is the lntent:lon of course to have ernnloved at the mill as many 

Newfound landers as possible, ~•ho are residents of this prov lnce. 1-'or the 

rest of it the question should he r,ut on the Orclr.r Paper . J will 

r,et the answers. 

~m , '.IIP:I\RY : 1-'r. Spe:ikei:, thi!I ls 
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Mr. Neary. 

a rather complicated question. It is impossible to put a question ] i.ke 

that on the Order Paper. I would like to direct a question now, Sir, 

to the Minister of Community and Sod al Development. Has the minister 

received a copy of the Grosse Report which was undertaken fnr the 

Atlantic Development Council on Economic Development in Newfoundland 

and Labrador? If so, will the minister table the report in this; Hnuse 

and distribute copies to individual members of the House? 

,·IR. SENIOR: The answer to that question js that l have not rec:Pived 

the report. 

MR. NEARY: I would like to direct a question to the hon. Minister of 

Lah our. Would the minister indicate to the House what the prospects are 

at this particular moment of adverting an all-out confrontation lwtwPen 

employees and employers in Labrador West, thus crippl inr, the who.le economy 

of the area and tying up transportation in the r"~ion? 

_!fR, MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, that is not real lv a questi(Jn. It is 

a statement and it is a statement containing argument and it is not 

the type of question. It is out of order for these two reasnns. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I suhmi t that that is :i proper question. 

It 1s an urgent matter. 1\ strike may occur this WC'<?k and I would like 

for the minister to indic11te to the House what steps the f'n,vincin I 

Department of Labour are taking to avert that strike• 

HR. SPEAKER: I do not think that an honourable member could 

answer a question in anticipation of something that mif'!ht take place 

in the future,so I think the question is out of order. 

MR. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, may I direct a question to the hon. Minister 

nf Municipal Affairs, maybe a double or triple-barrelled question. 

Has he received a telegram from the Town Council of Fogo? Has he replied 

to that telegram and would he inform the House what his answer was? 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I received a telegram and my officials are 
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in touch with the Town Council in Fogo this afternoon. It is a very 

involved problem down there,as the honourable member must know,in 

relation to the Clean, Air, Water and Soil Authority. It is a subject 

of concern for us and something which we are looking into and just as 

soon as the thing c;in be resolved we will let the people know and 

the honourable member. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 

hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housinp;. Would the honourable 

minister inform the !louse if the oil spill in Conception Bay is now 

under control, if it has been cleaned up, if there has been any 

damage to the fishing gear in the area? 

MR. DOODY: That should have been mine. 

MR. NEARY: I am sorry. The question should have been directed 

to the hon. Minister of Hines, Agricul ':ure and Resources. 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, the oil spill in question has been localized 

to an area of the beach near North Arm. Unfortunately, there are quite 

a lot of globs of oil on the beach in that area. There are no oil 

slicks to be found on the bay itself. The Department of Transport, 

the Federal Department of Transport1 are in the process of cleaning 

the beach at the present time. 

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary question: Would the minister 

indicate to the Houf!e what recourse the fishermen have in the area 

whose nets were af fec t.ed by this oil spill? 

)IR. DOODY: I am afraid that T do not have the answer to that question. 

MR._!)IEARY: Will you get it? 

__ MR. DOODY: I will try to get the information as quickly as I can, 

.k!R. WOODWARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a ~uestion to the 

Premier or the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. Due 

to the severe nature of the water supply in Happy Valley over the 

weekend, I learned that there have been a number of cases of hepatitis 
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in the area and I was also lead to be) iE've that th•'rr.' w: ·s a government 

official in the area looking over this situRtion. 

~2GO 
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I found out that there has not been anyone visit the area 

to correct the serious nature of this water supply. I am wondering if 

the Premier or the honourable Minister of Municioal Affairs and Housin~ 

could tell me what action has heen taken on that very serious matter. 

MR. COLLINS : Yes, Mr. Speaker, there is a DREE study. being conducted 

at Happy Valley right now. They are looking at three alternatives. 

One is a new water supply for Muskrat Lake, the second alternative is 

the 15 RCAF treatment plant with modifications and the third is the 

existing facilities with modifications and a new water treatment plant. 

There is supposed to be an official from Canada Engineering Corporation. 

Limited,who are doing the study for DREE in the area this week,and we 

are waiting for his reoort. 

MR. GILLETT: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that I have had so many 

requests from the residents of Twillingate concerning the new hospital, 

I wonder if the honourable ~linister of Health could find out and let me 

know, say tomorrow or as soon as possible, what time construction will 

commence on that building. I have been in talk with the architects 

and ,lso the construction firm,and there seems to be a passing 

of the buck somehow. I would like to have an answer as I have had 

many requests in fact I had a call from the radio station today
1
, and I 

would appreciate it very much. 

DR. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, there are two points. First of all 1 as the 

honourable member is aware 1 the House has confirmed the fact that the 

hospital in Twillingate will be a reality. Secondly in the early 

days of construction there was considerable problem with the excavation 

of rock. The contract for this was not completed last year. It is 

about to get underway now but I will advise you within the next two 

or three days exactly when it will start. The'problem is not now in 

construction, The problem is to excavate further rock before the 

construction can actually start. I will r;ive you the exact starting 

date within a few days. 
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MR. GILLETT: Thank you very much, Sir. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

On motion a bill, "An Act Respecting Succession Duty,·• read a 

third time, ordered passed and title be as on the Order Paner. 

On motion a bill, "An Act Respecting Gift Tax," reacl a third 

time, ordered passed and title be as on the Order Paper . 

On motion that the House go into Committee of the !·'hole on 

Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

r.Ot-lMITTEE OF SUPPLY: 

Heading Vl - Education and Youth:- 601(01): 

JM - 2 

~~_ROWE(W.N.): Mr. Chairman, when we ad1ourned late last night or 

eleven o'clock,last night at any rate,members were making some 

general remarks on the general incompetence of the present Minister 

of Education and his disahility really, I suppose, on grounds of 

incompetence to be minister of that department and the whole of that 

portfolio which is without a doubt, Sir, the most important portfolio 

for the people of Newfoundland and Labrador, the most important 

portfolio of the whole government of this province. 

The minister himself and some of his colleagues tried to come 

to his defence, not too successfully in my estimation and in the 

estimation of my own colleagues over here. The minister himself made 

a statement last night, well he made a statement in introducing his 

estimates which was a sophomoric dissertation on the nature of education. 

He subsequently made a statement,supposedly and allegedly in answer 

to some remarks made by the honourable member for St. Rarbe North and 

by the Leader of the Opposition, a statement that was noted for its 

inadequacy, a statement which did nothinfl: to try to say that problems 

affecting education in the province 

~262 



June 13, 1972, Tape 729. Page 1 (afternoon) 

are in any way being solved or that there is an attempt to solve 

some of the problems. During the very few remarks I made last night 

myself, in about five or ten minutes, I mentioned that obviously 

what has happened to the Department of Education is that the honourable 

Minister of Finance and the government have run roughshod over that 

honourable Minister of Education and his department, have bowled him 

out of the way and flattened him as far as the government expenditure 

this year is concerned. 

We have seen a spectacle, Sir, where all of the major cuts by the 

government in expenditure have come directly out of programmes administered 

by the honourable minister~ Department of Education. 

We have seen evidently a case where the Minister of Finance has 

considered his colleague to be a soft touch and easily run roughshod over., 

as far as cutting out the heart and soul of some of the very important 

programmes of his department are concerned. 

If the programmes were of no use, of no utility, of no social value 

to this province, to the people of the province,-then they should be cut out 

and we could not accuse the honourable minister of allowing himself 

to be bulldozed out of the way in the onslaught of the honourable Minister 

of Finance in his desire to balance the budget. 

But, Sir, these programmes are important to a vast number of the 

people, parents, children and students of the province of Newfoundland 

and Labrador. 

We have seen, Sir, this subhead of new bursaries. We have seen that 

cut. We have seen graduate fellowships cut, Remarks were made by my 

honourable friend the member for St, Barbe No1th on that yesterday. Sir, 

we have seen the par~nts subsidy1 so-called mot~ers' allowance,obliverated, 

anninilated, just wiped off the face of the earth1 as far as the present 

administration is concerned. 

Some feeble attempt was made by the Minister of Finance and I believe 

by the Minister of Education yesterday and last night to undermine 
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the philosoohical reason, the policy reason for the mothers' allowance 

by Raying: " Well, the rich provinces do not have such a distribution 

of wealth in their education or social policy prop.nunmes, why should 

one of the poorest provinces have a mothers' allowance or a parents' 

subsidy?" 

llut, Sir, for some strange reason these honourable ministers fail 

to realize that it is preciselv because we are the noorest province 

or one of the poorest nrovinces in this country that it was deemed 

necessary J,y the previous administration to bring in some programme 

whereby there could be a more equitahle distribution of such wealth 

as we have in this provjnce and that the peoTJ]e who need an extra 1, it 

of income, the mothers of children going to school, the children 

themselves, could have a little more income to allow them to get 

read for the process of attending school. 

In richer provinces of Canada, Ontario where there is at most a fot•r 

or five per cent unemployment figure, where they have a much better 

welfare programme, I helieve I am correct in saving this, better 

in terms of amount ,:..•hich go, more generous in the amounts that go to 

the recipients, in a province like Ontario, or Alberta, or B. C. 

they do not need a mothers allowance, They do not need a mothers' 

allowance because of the ~,merosity of some of the other shared cost 

prop;rammes and because of the fact that their economy is far more 

huovant than our economy,allowing many more people to be employed, 

They have their own family allowance system in Quebec,as the honourable 

member points out, 

The honourable Minister of Finance and the honourable Minister of 

Education and the oi;esent administration as a whole either do not 

realizeI~r. Chairman, the effect that the abolition of this programme 

is going to have on a considerable, a substantial number of parents 

in this province, either they do not know or.Sir, much worse in mv 
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estimation than ignorance would be they do not care. They do not care whnt 

effect it has, they are heedless of the effect that the abolition of 

the programme has on a substantial proportion of the parents of school 

children in this province, 

Again, there was a feeble attemot made in the budget speech~hy the 

Minister of Finance,to say that the reason the mothers' allowance is 

being wiped out is because there is a more generous allowance under 

FIS~ 1Family Allowance, more generous family allowance coming into effect 

from Ottawa some time in the next year or so, 

An attempt, Sir, to, in the clichl· ,an attempt to rob Peter to pay 

Paul , an attempt to wipe out a good and salutary provincial programme 

by taking advantage of a federal programme which everybody knows is 

much needed, very greatly needed in its own right, 

In a province like ours,which has the lowest income or the second 

lowest income,I believe it is still the lowest income in all of Canada, 

Sir, we need something like the oarents' subsidy, the mothers' allowance 

to allow us to provide a little extra income,to allow parents of school 

children to do the job of going to school a bit better. 

In a province, Sir, which I would submit, which i.n terms of numbers 

of students graduating in terms of numbers of schools in existence, in 

terms of all the criteria which go to make up an education system, in 

terms of those criteria a province which I would submit has the lowest 

educational standards in Canada, the Pflrents and the students, the 

children of this province,need all the encouragement that they can get 

to attend school, to make sure that they go to school and get an 

education. They need that kind of encouragement and the encouragement 

can come from a variety of sources. One of the sources of encouragement 

Sir, would be this small financial subsidy to the parents of school 

children. 

Sir, there j_s a di.vided ooinion on the benefit of family
1

of mothers' 
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allowances,of parents suhsidy. Perhaps a narents subs i dv should not go 

to the rich and the poor. alike. Perhaos it should not go to the well 

off families as well as the poorer,lower income.families in the province. 

If that is so, Sir, I am willing to concede that that is a valid point 

of aqmment, If that is so, then there sho11ld h, ,ve heen an at!iemf)t 

by the Minister of Finance,in con1unction with the Minister of "ducati on 

under wnose denartment the programme comes, there should have heen an 

attempt, Sir, to formula! e some policy wherebv the best aspects of the 

parents'subsidv, the mothers' allowance nropramme,could be kept in 

effect and in operation fn the nrovince this year and in succeeding 

years. Thev should have done that,Sir. They should not have treated 

the rich and the poor alike in this resvect. They should have tried 

to formulate a policy wherebv • .-rents of low -f.ncomes ,w:1 th large families 

of eight and ten children -f.n some cases ,could get this additional 

financial incentive and encouragement to permit their children to go 

to school in a bit better fashion than they would be ordinarily 

permitted to do 

I will say, Sir, from the talks I have had with >: arents of mv 

own constituencv,from telenhone conversations and from letters which 

I have received, I will say, Sir, that the abolit-f.on of this parents' 

subsidy,completely,will have a very bad effect upon the education system 

amonr certain portions of our nonulation, the lower income ~rouns. 

I will sav, Sir, that we will see young men and young women, per'•ars at 

the age of fourteen or fifteen.who do not in some cases need much 

encouragement to get out of school anvway. I will sr;~• that we will see 

more and more in the school, high school dropouts or elementary school 

dronouts, for that m~tter, junior high school dropouts, as a d:I rect result 

of the abolition of this programme. If i,•y talk with some of the parents 

in my own const.ituency and around the province can be deemed to have any 

credit whatsoever, I thi.nk, Sir, that the government was wrong to abolish 

the mothers' allowance,and the 
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amendment proposed by the hon. member for Fortune Bay and the hon. 

Minister of Education 1 to the effect that it was brought in by a 

Liberal Government just prior to an election as a vote grabbing 

spectacular1 may or may not be true, I do not know, I was not part 

of the administration as the Minister of Finance was at that time. 

The hon. member for Fortune Bay was "the" }linister of Education at 

the time, That was 1965 then. It was not prior to the election, I can 

only go by the hon, Minister of Education who said it was brought in 

or the hon, member for Fortune Bay who said that it was brought in 

just prior to an election. I mean I am r.oing by his word in the House. 

Assuming it was brouf?ht in .1ust prior to the election -

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible), 

MR. ROWE (W,N.): Mr. Chairman, it may well have been an election 

gimmick, It might have been, I do not care if it was or not. This 

is surely the nature of the electoral process in most democratic 

countries. You try to get votes hy putting out prop.rammes which are 

attractive to people, rational and attractive programmes to the 

greater number of the people in the province, Surely, this is what 

it is all about. In any event, Sir, the hypocrisy of honourable 

members standing in this l!nuse and saying that the mothers' allowance 

can be abolished because all it was was a vote-getting programme anyway, 

the hypocrisy of that kind of an approach when we all saw two or three 

months ago, five or six months ago,the present administration coming out 

weeks or months before an election and announcing welfare increases, (It 

is much needed, I am in total agreement with them. They came out just prjor 

to an election and announced increases in certain welfare benefits) the 

abolition of taxes in respect of children's clothing 1 just prior to an ele-ction, 

Again I am all in favour of it. We looked at the problem when we were 

in the administration and we hoped that we would be in a position to do 
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something about it. So, Sir, do not let us hear nuy of thPse 

arguments about this is a vote-getting gimmick and therefore it is 

no good per se. 

AN HON, MEMBER : Do no t forge t the price n f beer. 

MR. ROWE (W.N,): Well the pri ce of beer i s where the hon. Mi nister 

of Provincial Affairs got his comeuppance when he came up against 

the Minister of Finance. 

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROWE (W.N.): Mr, Chairman, let us not hear this kin<l of silly , 

foolish argument. If a programme is good or bad, it is good or bad 

on its own merits, i.t has nothing to do with politirs .-,r anything 

else. I am r,lad to see the tax off children's clothin~. 1 am glad 

to see welfare benefits increased, I am sorry to see the mothers' 

allowance wiped out completely. I am even sorrier to see it wiped 

out in respect of the lower income p,roups in this province. I do 

hope that the Minister of Finance and his col.leage, urp.ed on by 

the Minister of Education, if he ever v.ets any competency 1n his 

portfolio, will see fit to reinstate at least a portion of the 

mo the rs' allowance in succeeding vears, that portion which would be 

in respect of parents who are below a certain minimum income in the 

prov:1.nce. 

Now we saw the parents' subsidy cut by the Minister of Finance, 

cut out of the estimates of the hon, Minister of Education. We saw 

university construction cut to the bone. We saw a current account amount 

for running the university cut to a level which, in my information, is 

completely inadequate to take the normal growth of the university over the 

next year and certainly in succeeding years. 

Now, Sir, as the hon. Leader of the Opposition said last night, 

it is a valid, philosophical or a policy position to take that the 

Memorial Universjty of Newfoundl~nd is not a completely open university, 

that there will be constraints and restrictions on the enrollment at 

the university, directly as a result of the ,lrnount of finances provided 
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to the university. That is a legitimate, valid, philosophical and 

policy argument or position. Our position, when we were in the 

administration, was that this university is an open university and 

as long as students met certain academic and intellectual requirements, 

then there would be no financial constraint on the enrollment of 

students. All students who meet certain minimum levels set by the 

university itself, not set hy us, would be admitted to that university. 

That was our policy decision. We had many meetings with Lord Taylor, 

who I see in the gallery today1 and we had these arguments back 

and forth and as a result of arp.uments put to us by Lord Taylor 

and by Mr. Morgan, we often found ourselves in the position of 

forcing upwards the amount that we were originally to give the university 

so that this open policv promulgated hy the Liberal Administration 

would be upheld, the policy that all students who were academically 

qualified could go to the university. 

Now I think, Sir, that as a result of the capital account 

cut backs, the construction cut backs and as a result of the current 

account cut backs or at least not the necessary increment in the 

current account, that the time has come where the university can no 

longer have this open door policy. All I ask of the honourable minister, 

Sir, is that he have some guts and stand up in this !louse and announce 

what the government policy is, What is the government's policy? Is 

it goinr, to be to all ow 
I 

as we did, and provide the finances for this, to 

allow all academically suited students to go to that university or 

has there to be some financial constraints on the enrollment of students 

in that university ? Why does he not stand up and say it? We will not 

necessarily at this point in our history have Newfoundland disagree 

with such a policy statement, if it can be sho~n to us,as a result of 

severe financial problems facing Newfoundland r-enerally and the 

Government of Newfoundland, that this kind of a cut hack is necessary, this 
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kind of a policy position is necessary. We listen tn those arRuments 

and we have our own arguments to propose on the merits of th11t position. 

But, Sir, let the minister stand in his place and tell this House and 

the people of Newfoundland what the pol.icy of this p,overnment i. - in 

respect of the university, Memorial Universi.tv of Nm.foundland? 

The hon. member for Green Bay tri.ed to pai.nt my col lea~ue 

the hon. member for St. Barbe North as the member for Memori11I llniversit,, . 

This was h:ls hobby horse. This is what he was interested in prima1•i lv 

or so1elv,which is obviously not true from statements that the honourable 

member has already made in the House. But, Sir, when anvbody looks 

at the averages across Canada, concerning university students, that 

person who looks at those statistics cannot be but concerned about 

any restrictions on university education in this province. It was 

because of looking at those statistics and because of realizinp, the 

serious implications that we 1 a•· an administratior. 1 \ad this open door 

policy. We have, Sir, accordii.g to statistics w\ 1ch I looked at a 

couple of years ago/ (they are probably still true) we have one-11alf 

of the national average, one-ha.If of the national Canadian averape 

going to university in thjs province, in Newfoundland. We have, Sir, 

one-quarter of the number, proportionately speaking, on0-quar.ter of 

the number of students goj ng to university as do the richer Provinces 

of On1·11rio and Alberta. If we were up abreast with the national 

average or somewhere near the richer provinces of Canada, certainly 

I would agree with the hon. Minister of Finance and the hon. Minister 

of Education, Sure, let us reorient our priorities. Let us start 

putting money in other directions outside of education altogether. But 

as long as that dismal statistic remains in this province, one-half 

the national average,, one-quarter of the average found in Ontario 

or Albert.a, them Sir, expenditures on the university must remain a 

priority, I commend these few thoughts to the honourable minister and I 
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hope he does have the couror,e to stand in the House and nrti cu late 

for us and for the people of Newfoundland the government 1 11 position 

and policy in res pect of the university. 

Now, Sir, we saw a cut, 11 complete wipe out of tlm asi;istance 

to pupil-teachers who would be attendinit the university . The speclous 

argument given by the Minister of Finance and the. Minister of Educat:inn 

and one or two others of his colleagues was that there was on over­

supply of teachers 
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im.. _ROWE,. W.N. in the province, an over supply of teachers. There may 

well be more persons wishing to go into the teaching prr,frssion 

than there are positions open to those numbers of personR, But, Sir 

I doubt very seriously, I dou},t very seriouslv whether there is 

an over supply in this province of good,qualified,acanernically 

trained teachers in Newfoundland and Lahrador. J doubt that statel"ent 

and.as a matter of fact, I am willing to contradict it flatly. 

I have been to schools around this province, esnecially in some 

of tl' e smaller areas where the teachers, in my estimation, while 

conscientious and eager and anxious to do a good job, t<,ere not 

adequately qualified to do the job, as far as teaching the students 

was concerned. 

But, Sir, f'Ven assuming that there is an over supply of general 

teachers in the province, even assuminp, that case, that fact is a 

fact. certainly it is incumbent on the government and on the Minister 

of Education to try to come up 1-.'ith a new programme vith regards 

to teachers. Surely it is incumbent on them, Sir, to try to u e 

the money which they have now cut out of the pupil-teacher vote, 

use that money as a financial encouragement to get ~ore teachers 

into speciality education in the province. 

The member for St. Harbe North mentioned this and the member 

for Green Bay has mentioned it. Use the money to get speciality 

teachers into university to train thern~to encourage teachers to 

get into special fields of education. In that field again, Sir, 

the 1-finister of 'Education has sho~m no direction, no hint whatsoever 

of any kind of a policy to be presented by his government in the 

next several months. 

Sir, we have seen a cut by two-thirds of the community sports 

facilities grant in the votes of the Department of F.ducation and 

Youth,cut from an expenditure, I believe. of $1.7 million last year 

to $600,000 this year. And, again, the Ninjster of Finance tried to 
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MR. ROWE, W.N. say that this was an election gimmick, that it was 

not well thought out, that it was ill-conceived and all of this. 

Sir, I would say that the Minister of Education cannot conscientiously 

say that, if he has discussed the matter with some of his senior 

officials, Mr. Graham Snow, for example. who heads up the Physical 

Fitness Division of the Department. It was not an ill-conceived 

or ill-thought out programme at all, Sir. It was one programme which 

was very appreciatively 

province. 

received by the people in this 

These are some of the cuts. ~ir, the parents subsidies . mothers' 

allowances, pupil-teachers, university slashed, some of the cuts 

taken directly out of the Department of Education to allow the Minister 

of Finance to try to balance the bud~et for this year. For these 

alone, Sir, I would consider the Minister of Education to he incompetently 

administering his department. 

But there are other reasons as well. The minister comes out shortly 

after this House was convened, came together, comes out with a 

transportation policy, a hussing policy for the school children of 

this province and within a day or two thereafter he retreats, Sir in 

complete disarray. As a result of pressure from this side of the 

House, articulated again hy the member for St. Barbe North, as a result 

pressure from school hoards throughout the province, he comes 

back to this House with some more gobbleygook about how he has 

rethought the whole bus tra,1sportation t_hing and how he is going to 

now bring in some kind of another formula. 

It is self-evident, Sir, that we on this side of the House are 

not experts in bus transportation policy. But it was blatantly 

obvious to everybody on this side of the House,and I submit to 

members on the other side of the House and everybody at large who has 

a passing interest in education 1 that the original policy put out 

by the Minister of Education concerning bus transportation was a 

tissue of nonsense. It could not stand up to the least bit 
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MR. ROWE,~ and as a result in a few days after-wards he came hack 

to the Rouse, his tail between his legs,and had to reverse his policy. 

That, Sir, as far as I am aware , that transportation policy is 

the only serious policy statement made by the Minister of Education jn 

the five months that he has been in the fortfo l.io of F.ducation and 

Youth. He has made one or two statements in this House of Assembly 

concerning honourahle members on this side of the I-louse - frivolous, 

nonsensical statements, statements which were the reverse of serious, 

vexatious and tedious statements of a personal nature,concerning 

members of this side of the House. 

After five months as 1finister of Education he has articulated 

no policy whatsoever on behalf of the government concerninp problems 

in education or educational matters generally. No hint of any 

policy coming from that honourable minister. 1'!0 hint of any new 

directions to be tak,·n by his administration in the educational 

field. No hint, no clue whatsoever as to new trends to he developed 

by his administration , on the advice of his department, concerninr,; 

education in this province. 

After his administration and governw,1,t had received an overwhelming 

mandate from the people of Newfoundland to represent their interests, 

he sits O'ln~r there in the House or out of the House,as the case mip:ht 

be, does nnthing about trying to ~rapple,at least in the public 

way I with some of the problems affecting the education of tliis province. 

He ,along with his other colleagues, asked the people of this province 

for a political mandate for power to implement new policies. Sir. 

Havinµ, asked for that power and having gotten that power, he now sits 

there and apparently has no idea 1,.,hatsoever as to what he sho11lc1 do 

with the power he now has in his hands. Even his feeble attempts 

on the bus transportation policy blow up in his face. I suppose 

because of that, because of that explosion of that policy, because 

of that he is sli~htly unnerved about comin~ forward publicly and 
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making some further policy statements affecting 

I cannot blame the honourable minister, education is a thorny problem 

in this province. It is fraught with problems and difficulties 

of all kinds but at least the Minister of Education,in having 

sougth the present position he now holds, should make some conscientious 

and genu:lne attempts to grapple in a manful fashion with the problems 

that do confront him. 

Now, Sir, we have another crisis apparently in education in respect 

of school taxation, district and school hoards, I understand that 

a number of members have received telegrams from certain school 

boards or taxation authorities asking for a meeting in Gander to 

go over this whole problem of money being voted for school boards or 

the collection of taxes for school hoards and this sort of thinR, 

The honourable minister has to deal with that problem. 

But in five months, Sir, we have heard no policy from the 

honourable minister i.n respect of taxation for education at all. 

Does he agree with the present, in my estimation inequitable 

system of taxation for schools, where you can have a rich school 

taxation authority district, which can raise money, its proportioned 

share for the bui]d'ng of schools and in other poor districts 

they find it very difficult to raise the necessary money as a result 

of poll taxes or property taxes. Does he agree with that system of 

taxation or does he think another system of taxation should be 

brought into play in this province? Should the present taxation 

system in respect of education be wfped out completely and say an 

income tax, a proportion of income tax1be added to the present 

income tax to take care of education,where those who are able to 

bear the blunt of the taxation are required to pay more and those 

who cannot bear the blunt are required to pay less. Is that 

his policy? 
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No pol icy, Sir, after five months,an i <lealistic 

minister comes into the department, a hrand new polit'l.cal n•andate, 

an i dealistic, energetic minister comes into the department and 

we hear nothing ahout one o'f the most important 'fields of education 

namely: the ways and means of ra-f.aing more money in this province 

to cope with education expenses. Not a word from the honourable 

mj.nister. Mot a word, ~ir. except as I mentioned,sol'homoric remnrks . 
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Not a word about the curriculum, the direction which the curriculum ,the 

content of what is taught in our schools, should take in the future at the 

elementary or secondary school level, or high school level. Not a word, 

Sir, to that, not a word: Perhaps one of the most important,along with 

the financial requirements one of the most important problems facing schools 

and education authorities, not only in Newfoundland but in Canada and the 

rest of the technological world. Not a word about what is going to happen. 

Any new trends, anv. ne.w directions in curriculum or what is taught in our 

schools. Not a word, Sir! Not one new approach articulated by the minister. 

Not a statement made on any field except the abortive bus transportation 

policy. Not a statement made,any new trend any new direction in the field 

of education. I can only conclude, Sir, reluctantly, and this is not person­

ally, not to be taken personally, that the hon. minister is not competent 

to handle the exigencies and the problems of that great Department of Edu­

cation. It is too big a job for him. He is not equipped ~ither psychologically 

or intellectually. He is not equipped to handle the drastic decision-making 

that has to be taken in that particular department. Incompetent and, Sir, 

inept, not as a man, not personally, but as a Minister of the Crown, responsible 

to this House and through this House responsible to the people of Newfoundland. 

He is showing himself to be incompetent as a minister, Sir, and I am afraid 

that I am going to find it very di.fficult to vote for the honourable minister'e: 

salary when that occasion arises. 

MR. WELLS: Mr. Chairman, some of the remarks that have been made by our friends 

on the other side of the House, I feel to "be so outrageous as to deserve some 

comment. 

The question of Mothers' Allowances has been handed very heavily by 

speeches from hon. members on the other side and it is an attempt, Mr. Chairman, 

to blindfold the devil in the dark, We all know what the Mothers' Allowances 

were. They were a bit of money handed out by the previous Administration starting 

eight to ten days before the election in 1966. They were a vote getter. They 

~2"/7 



June 13, 1972 Tape 732 NB - 2 

were known to be a vote getter, thought to be a vote getter by the 

Regime that brought them into being. Now we hear them spoken of as a 

programme, To me a programme, a government programme, to spend public 

money is something thought out. It is money spent where it will do good, 

It is money surely spent with some degree of selectivity, so that in a 

case such as that the wealthy do not necessarily r eceive j t while those 

who need it do. I cannot think that any member of this House would want 

to see families that cannot afford to send their children to school or 

at least can afford to do so only with difficulty penalized because they 

have to send their children to school. I do not think any member of this 

HouRe would object to moneys being given on a selective basis to people 

who need them. Surely, you do not call it a programme. You do not call it 

a re:·soned thing, twenty dollars a year thrown out to every family or 

every mother in the Province who have children going to school,without any 

more thought than that. 

AN HON. MEMllER: You had to apply for it. - You had to make an application. 

MR, WELLS: Had to make an application. As someone said last night, you 

offer somebody a $10 bill or a $20 bill, they are going to take it. That is 

human nature. We are not going to change it by any amount of talk. Mr. 

Chairman, the philosophy or the approach which I am talking about has at last 

become apparent in the Federal Legislature. The House of Commons is in the 

process of doing something about the same type of thinking with Family 

Allowances, so that they are not given out across-the~board but that there 

is some degree of selectivity in it so that the money concerned can go, 

hopefully,in greater amounts to the people who need it most. Surely, if there 

is money to be given out to mothers or to families.to help children go to 

school, surely that is the approach we must take in Newfoundland. I think 

that the only, especi&lly as the Family Allowance is going up, that this 

was the time to stop that ridiculous political gimmick and to come up 1 hopefully, 
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as I am su:ce this government will, with a worthwhile programm(' of helping 

peoole send children to sch'ool, whether it be called a Mothers' Allowance 

or whether it be relief from taxation, whatever it might be. 

Now, we have heard an awful lot too about Memorial University. 

I heard my hon. colleague from White Bay South say that under the Liberal 

Government, under the previous regime, there were no constraints on 

enrollment at Memorial University. I want to quote for you, Mr. Chairman, 

from an address given within the past two or three week by Lord Taylor, 

the President of Memorial University, at one of the Convocation exercises. 

He said, "Since I have been at Memorial, our total academic building has 

increased by 18 per cent." I believe he has been at Memorial something in 

the order of five or six years. "Our total academic ouilding has increased 

by 18 per cent, in the same period our numbers have increased by over 110 

per cent. It will be obvious thHt this enormous burden of work is placing 

an unforeseen and inunensely heavy burden on the physical struc ture designed 

for 2,500 students, Accommodation is now in use for three semesters and 

for summer school,from nine in the morning until ten at night. It is small 

wonder that the problem of maintenance is rapidly growing," 

Now, in six years, five or six years, the physical plant that was 

built to teach, to deal with 2,500 students1 was increased and allowed to 

increase by the government under this policy of no constraints, the previous 

regime, until it has arrived now at something of the order of 8,000 students, 

full-time students, and then,with part~time and other students, something 

approaching 10,000 ✓ for a physical plant that was built to accommodate and 

handle 2,500. No constraints on education, The previous regime apparently 

just was prepared to pay whatever money, not what was required necessarily, 

but what they could for maintenance, but they were prepared to watch this 

situation, to watch the upward curve of enrollment but to do very little, 

little or nothing, 18 per cent as against 110 per cent, to provide physical 

plant for them, Now they can look across this hon. House and say there were 

no constraints on enrollment at Memorial, Yet there was a very policy or 
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lack of policy which would have to mean and very close, very soon, now, 

unless some serious steps are taken, that Memorial will absolutely burst 

at the seams and will not be able to handle the enrollment that is in it. 

There were no constraints on education, Oh, no ! No constraints on 

enrollment at Memorial. 
11

We will just let it go, We put it there for 

2,500 students and we will let it go." That was the type of planning we 

have seen in ,Newfoundland for 23 years. 

Bread and circuses. I well remember the opening of the new campus 

in 1961 when we had parades galore and bands from Jamica and it was a 

great civic occasion, a great public occasion. Bread and circuses, that is 

the diet we have been treated to. How much real planning was there behind 

Memorial University? You see what happened, Mr. Chairman, It was shortly 

after the building of Confederation Building that Memorial University, the 

new campus,was put there. ,It was after the discovery of the lease-back. 

The lease-back went hand-in-hand with what one columnist called, "The Golden 

Age of Cost-Plus". Memorial was put there. It was done on a le:ise-back 

basis which was found to be a handy and convenient way to do it. I venture 

to say, Mr. Chairman, it cost more than it ought to. It cost more than it 

ought to because we were in the golden age of cost- plus. Friends of the 

government got all sorts of contracts and the buildings went up. How do 

we know? What proof have we that it was put there at a cost that it ought 

to have been put there? But then it was put there and left and the regime 

of the day beat itself on the chest and said: "What a wonderful government! 

Look what we are doing for education! Look at our great university!" It 

is in a lot of ways, no thanks to them, that the university is as good as it 

is. I wonder if many people in this Province realise that Memorial University 

today is one of the larger universitles in Canada. It is larger than Dalhousie. 

It is larger than any 'other university in the Atlantic Provinces. But in all 

this development, and by development I mean physical growth which,after all we 

are not educators in this House, we are not teachers , we do not, I hope, 
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pretend to know necessarily how the business of education should be 

gone about. but it is out duty to find out from people who have a 

specialized knowledge and it is our duty to use public funds in such 

a way that the best possible development of education can take place. 

That was not development, that was putting somethinµ: there, giving 

them the money to run it and letting enrollment rise without 

provision for additional physical plant or necessary physical plant• 

until a real problem was created. Then the successors of that regime, 

who are now on the other side of the Rouse, look over across here at 

this government and say; '~y what a terrible thing you are doing. 

Instead of having a great new policy of education,within two months 

of being confirmed in office, look at what you are doing. Fducation 

is going to suffer. " 

What has this government done in this budget,in education? 

It has increased the educational vote all in all by $12 million. It 

had to increase it, because the very system of education which we have 

the very system means that every year there is a regular escalation. 

There has to be a pause in which it is considered by this government 

and this House, what it is goin~ ot do. ~That direction is education 

going to take in Newfoundland? What is Memorial University going to 

be like in ten years time? It is now the biggest in the Atlantic 

Provinces, bigger than Dalhousie. Is it going to be another e.C.L.A. 

in ten to fifteen or twenty years time? Is it goinp. to go on and on 

and on until it gets to be one of these great,huge, unweildy campuses 

and unweildly universities that are like factories? 

What direction is vocational and techn:1.cal education in 

Newfoundland p.;oing to take? How much thought has been given to that 

in the last few years? I venture to say, Mr, Chairman, not much. 

When the previous regime found that money was available for trades 

colleges; "Oh we will build trades colleges, we ill build them until 

they are everywhere." Of course, ap:11in the old system, friends of the 

government were used until the Federal Government h11d to step in and 

~281 



June 13, 1972, Tape 733, Page 2 --- apb 

make sure that tenders were called. So, the trades colleges for the 

previous regime served a two-fold purpose. Jt is,spend puhlic money 

and spend it in the way that pleases us most to spend it,- that is 

what they said. But planning for vocational traintn)! schools and 

technical training, what planning? What emphasis? How much emph:rnis 

in future in Newfoundland,when we consider which way we will go in 

education? How much emphasis is going to be placed on elementary 

schools? I suspect myself, from hearing people talY who are familiar 

with education, that - I remember myself when compulsary education 

was brought in, I could not have been more than six or seven years 

old, so we have had it a long tir,e and I suspect we found, just as they 

found in England 1even after more years of compulsarv education, that 

there are a p.ood many people who reach adu]thood today without beinv 

able to read and write. 

What is the future roing to hold for Jl1ewfoundland in education? 

With the available dollars that this province has or can p.et or can 

borrow or can scrounge if you like, are we going to concentrate more 

on elementary educatton? What about vocational education or technical 

education? Are we p:oinp to do as they had to do in En!!land a few years 

ago, decide at a fairly early age in a child's life,such as the Enelish 

eleven plus, whether the child is going to p,o into academic work or into 

vocattonal~ All these things have to be considered and they have not 

been considered tn the past twenty-three years, ~1r. Chairman. 

The policy of the previous regime was to keep the denominations 

happy, keep a flow of money goin!,' and do not say a word and let us hope 

that everything works out all right. You can carry on with that policy 

for a while, but the time comes when all these things have to he looked 

at. 

.Our learned colleagues across the House and other colleagues 

have said, this Minister of Education, this government should now have 

come in with a great new policy of education. That direction should 

have been taken, new directions, thinrs which obviously and hy implication 
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were ignored by the previous regime, all of this should now be cured. 

As I say, two months after beinp confirmed in office this P-Overnment 

should now have a policy that is going to set education ripht and on 

a proper road for the coming ten, fifteen or twenty years. What 

rubbish, Mr. Chairman! How dare they say it? How dare they say it 

when what we have had is,I suggest, fairly reckless spending of 

money, putting a physical plant in various places, failure to think 

things through in a lot of cases in education? This government has 

inherited that situation,and they can look across and say: •·where is 

your great new plan, where 11re the new directions we are going to take, 

this is sterile?' 

}~r. Chairman, it is p,oing to take a year, two years and 

possibly lonp:er of very c;n , · '111 thoup:ht, a great deal of dedication and 

a great deal of listening to ud11ice of people who know this field of 

education
1
to determine the new priorities for education and the direction 

that our institutions in Newfoundland will take from the elementary 

schools right on up through 11cademic training, technical traininp;, 

vocational training right on up through to uni.versity. This process is 

beginning and it is beginning with this government. Please God it will 

bear fruition, but it is going to take a year or two or three for it to 

bear fruition. How dare anyone who was associated with the regime that 

allowed things to drift and cried out that the expenditure of money 

meant that you were concerned with education. That was their cry; ' 'How 

many millions have we spent? Look at the millions. Since we have been 

in office so many millions on this, so many millions on that.' We 

heard it until WP were sick of it, Mr. Chairman, but the criteria of an 

educational system is not necessarily the millions you throw into it. 

It is like the old adage or proverb of the drunken sailor; 

"Anybody can throw around money, 11.But it takes a bit of thought and a bit 

of care to spend money wisely and correctly for the greatest good of 

the citizen. 
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MR. STAGG : I cannot let this opportunity go hy wi thout putting in 

a plug for my area, the Stephenville - Harmon Area. I want to 

bring to the attention of the House and to the attention of th~ 

people of Newfoundland again,as forcibly as 1 poss i bly can, that 

at the present time on the Harmon comp]ex we are housin~ and 

educating approximately 2,000 students. Half of these are in 

buildings that were converted from dormitories , office space. We 

successfully converted them into classroom facilities. We are 

also utilizing the previous school facilities that were used by the 

American people. 

I want to say this because our government, indeed, Newfoundland 

as a whole is very interested in saving money and it has been broached 

in some quarters that buildings that are built for one purpose are 

impossible to convert to another purpose. I want to say that every 

building that is converted is not like the Jane;ay Childrens' Hospital. 

It does not escalate four or five ti~es. We have successfully 

converted in Stephenville many buildings from dormitory space to 

classroom facilities. We have on the immediate area a verv modern 

rink , arena, ballfields, swimming pool, new curlinir club a theatre and 

buildings that could be made into an arts and culture centre. It is 

within a stone' s -throw of the airport. 

I do not particularly like to take j ssue with the "!'resident of 

Memorial l!niversity. I did on one occasion, But I think that the people 

who are involved in higher education must become more aware of what is 

realistically available in Newfoundland. Fealistically, we have to 

utilize what we have and that which is very cheaply available. I am 

not talking necessarily about a junior college or a technical college 

or whatever, but there is a crying need for facilities for education 

and the Stephenville Area is able to absorb a great deal of that need. 
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We in that area have had a tough job in getting our point across but 

we are not totally unaware that there are other centers which are 

vying for the economic benefits that accrue from an institution 

of this sort. However, and I must arlmit that our arguments are 

tinged somewhat with the side effects in that it would create jobs 

for our people,but it must never go unnoticed that we do have some­

thing to offer. We have petitioned this government, we have .petitioned 

the previous government and we expect action. 

Mr. Chitinnan,1 _iust want to say,at the present time we are 

successfully housing in dorm:ltories about 700 or 800 students at 

Stephenville and this does not even bring into play huil dinP, 360 

and 361,those six storey buildinr.s that are there and were used as 

dormitories for American servicemen, These are spectular buildings 

but they are in no way the only ones we have. Now I just want to 

go on record as stating that the Stephenville area can solve an 

awful lot of problems for higher education or any other level of 

education for the Province of Newfoundland,but it must come as a 

result of a concerted effort on the part of government and on the 

part of Memorial University and on the part of any other technical, 

vocational or community college institutions that might be interested 

The issue is a contentious one economically or it is one that 

will not cease to be contentious. Thank you. 

MR. GILLETT: - ---- Mr. Chairman, I want to speak very briefly to these 

estimates, not to deal with figures,beca~se I have left that 

naturally with the experts,and not to deal with curriculum because 

that again I would leave to the experts, But I have been thinking 

since sitting here yesterday and today that in actual facts we are 

dealing with our most precious possession, our'most precious resource, 

the human resource. So I would like to look at it in terms of an 

industry, if you want to call it such, where you have feeders all 
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around the country,feeding into the university,and that university 

will eventually turn out what we hope to be a finished product, 

suitable for export if needs be,but we hope will not have to be but if 

needs be,suitable for export. The most precious, as I say, possession 

we have and the most precious resource we have. 

Forests can burn, they can be infested with insects and what 

not but unless the pill is used too extens , v~ly this is a resource 

that will never dry up and one, I think, which we have to nurture 

and be very careful with. Therefore,! shall content myself with saying 

that no matter what cuts had been made or had to be made in any other 

department of the government,cuts should not have been made in education. 

Highroads possibly, yes. Other inc1ustries maybe,yes but not in 

education. 

AN HON. ME}IBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. GILLETT: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. GILLETT: 

Yes, you could have cut that. It has been cut, has it not. 

(Inaudible) . 

I would sacrifice it for education, yes. 

However, there is one thing, I think, that needs mentioning and 

I mention this because I have had so much comment and criticism of it 

hy the constituents in my area who are on long-term assistance and it 

has been mentioned here this afternoon and that is the school tax. 

Apparently each school board area makes its own set of rules. One area 

I know deals with every individual case and if a family cannot afford 

to pay it they are exempt. But the school board covering the area in 
I 

which my d:lstrict is,they have an across-the-board ruling apparently 

that everybody pays and if he or she or a family does not pay they 

are taken to court. As many as fifty cases at a time, I think, are 

heard in Twillingate: 

Now I would certainly suggest to the government that some 

legislation be brought down or some uniform means of collecting this 
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taxation be made, exemptions made,particularly in long-term assistance 

people who just can ill-afford it,and lots of them have no children 

going to school. I think that we have all to a~ree, we must of 

necessity agree that these poor souls cannot afford to pay this school 

tax. I have letters in my brief case now and I can present them to 

anybody and I hope I will some day when the opportunity comes. But I 

think for the sake of decencv, for the want of a better word, we should 

consider these people the least able to pay their school tax. As I 

say again, I would urge the government to meet with these school 

boards and direct them in the way they should go ann have them have 

a by-law or some legislative authority by which to prohibit 

them from collecting school tax from people who are on long-term 

assistance. 

I just want to mention that, Mr. Chairman, an<l I hope that it 

will come up later on, as I presume it will, when the estimates are 

gone through item by item. 

MR. WOODWARD: Mr. Chairman, the honourable Minister of Education and 

Youth has left his seat and there are a few brief comments that I 

would like to make. One 0f the things that are very disturbing, I 

suppose, is the fact that when we hear the talk of having a surplus 

of teachers in the province this year, I would like to hear later 

the honourable minister's comments on what is going to be done in 

·remote communities and no doubt we have some of them on the island 

portion of our province as well as on the Coast of Labrador. We 

have in one partjcular school, a seven room school in the community 

of Nain, Mr. Chairman, seven teachers from Boston. When we think in 

terms of having Newfoundland teachers available, as I mentioned before, 

I was wondering if the honourable minister could see in his wisdom 

some way to encourage Newfoundland teachers to go to that part of our 

province, which it is indeed, Sir, a part of this province. 
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We have a number of teachers that we have to import from the 

United Kingdom to fill those vacancies. I would like to see some 

sort of a 
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11:r. Woodward: 

system or some incentive be p;iven to teachers or qualified teachers, 

Sir. No doubt in some of the systems when vou think of curriculum 

coming from schools across the way or even indeed coming from schools 

in the United States and going into communities where you first are 

confronted with language problems such as Indian and Eskimo, no doubt 

it is very difficult . I doubt very seriously if there is any great 

accomplishments made in those schools. I think that this is indeed 

a very serious problem and even though we think of the cuts in expenditures, 

maybe the hon, Minister of Education and Youth can see in his wisdom some 

way around it, Sir, whereby he can encourap,e and if need he set up some 

sort of a seminar and interview people especially to look after the needs 

of those people in those communities so that they can get the same 

opportunities and have the same ca.li h re of teachers possi.hl y, not being 

derogatory towards the calibre of teachers that we import from other 

nations or from other parts of the world. It does indeed, Sir, seem very 

strange. This does not onlv apply to the coastal communities.As you know 

in the Community of Happv Valley and Goose Bay and inde ed North West 

River, we have teachers from as far away as the Philippines te;,Jching in 

those schools , 

So I think, Sir, this is a need and I would like personally and 

I am sure if the honourable minister has taken his job serious that he 

will indeed look into those problems. I have another very serious problem 

that has been brought to my attention a~d I consider it gross neglect on 

the part of this government, this administration. It was brought to my 

attention a couple of days ago. This is dealing with recreation, 

recreation and youth in the Labrador area, I will recite this particular 

problem, Sir, and I think that after you hear it,(you may not be aware of 

itl - -then again there should be some means whereby functions of government 

should be co-ordinated through the means of cabinet or some other means o.f 

government:,,senior officials. 

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible). 
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Mr. Woodward, 

We had an incident, Sir - going back last year, there was a 

recreation facilitv on the Grand Lake above the Communitv of North West 

River. This faciljty was built by the American - it was not solely a 

government function but a part of the non-appropriated funds,institutions 

in that area. This facility was abandoned last year and indeed turned 

back to the Department of Mines, Agriculture and Resources. The Community 

of North West River, throur.h its Board of Trustees and its chairman, 

being prompted by the different organizations, the Girl Guides, Roy Scouts 

and other organizations in the area asking if they could have this 

facility from the government - it was turned back to the government maybe 

for $1, Sir, and maybe for nothinp, but indeed no more than $1. I discovered 

two days ago,after having a delegation from North West River~ that this 

facility had been sold to a private operator and the people of the 

North West River Area were denied the opportunity. Thev did bid on it. 

I have a letter here where thev offered up to $1,000 for that facilitv. 

Todav, in checking with ;m official of the Department of Supplv and Services, 

I have been told that the facilitv was sold to a sports operacor and 

will be abandoned. The people of this particular area have been denied 

the use 1md right of that faci]ity that was indeed, Sir, given to 

this covernment for $1, if not less than $1. I can understand the 

hon. Minister of Finance,in his wisdom, trvinf to collect a few bucks. 

I do not think it is right that we should collect. dollars on facilities 

that we do not own or that were given to us at the expense of depriving 

the youth of Happy Vally, Goose Bav, North West River Area, of a 

recreation facilitv that was ideally built and suited for this particular 

purpose. 

I have been informed today ( the hon, Minister of Supply 

is sitting in his seat) Sir, that the operator who bid on this facility, 

and it was 17.iven to him1 agreed to turn it back to the province, if it is to be 
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used for the purpose of which the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 

North West River- r f the facility will be used for the purpose of 

recreation for the groups, the Girl Guides 1 the Boy Scouts, that he 

will indeed, Sir, turn it back to the province, if the province will 

see, in its wisdom, to turn it over to this particular organization. 

Mr. Chairman, I feel that this is a r,reat injustice on behalf 

of the Department of Supply and mavbe the hon. Minister of Education 

is not aware of this particular thing happening. I am sure there are 

officials sitting in this House today, Sir, who are aware of this and 

maybe the hon. Ninister of Finance says, "weli you know if you can get 

me another $10,000, why not do so? " Why do it at the expense of those 

poor people? I say, Sir, that 1 would like to hear from the hon. Ministc,r 

of Education and Youth and see if Le is going to allow this sort of 

a thing to happen. 

I personally over the yea-rs· have g-otten r,reatly involved in 

recreation facilities. We have in the Happy Valley, Goose Hay Area, 

a youth camp which was almost whollv and solely financed through 

personal donations. I mir,ht add that 1 was a great contributor towards 

that camp. When I think in terms of the. government actually taking 

money, actually taking the money for a facility that was given to them 

by a foreign nation and then turning around and selling it to some 

private sportsmen and havinp him abandon the thing and use the buildinf,s 

to put up or to erect a fishing lodr.e some place, Sir, i.t is indeed sickenin~ 

and distasteful. 1 am not saying anything derogatory towards that particular 

operator, Sir. He acted as a businessman and I am sure his intentions were 

good. 

I have been informed that this particular person - I am sure 

that the hon. Minister of Supply and Service&, sitting here today, is 

quite familil.r with this particular person. I would like to see this 

whole transaction reverted back and then indeed this facility, Sir, turned 

over to the authorities at North West River for the utilization of the 
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youth of that community,for recreational purposes. 
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MR. DOODY: Mr. Chairman, may I make just one or two comments on the 

Grand Lake area property which I think the honourable memher was 

referring to, Some of his information is correct and some of it is a 

little bit erroneous, The price that the government paid for it was 

not $1. It was offered to the previous administration but the offer 

was never taken up, When the property came in to possession of this 

government, open tenders were called for, We received applications 

from various youth groups in the area, both Boy Scouts, G:l:rl Guides 

and some other organization which I do not remember exactly and also 

several private operators, We accepted the hip;hes t tender on condition 

that the facilities would be made available to the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides 

in the area when they needed it. We have in effect made the facilities 

available without cost to the Girl Guides or the Boy Scouts, The 

Government of Newfoundland have been in the rar'e position of being paid 

for some of its own property and I think all in all we received a rather 

happy solution to a problem, I do not think the attack was warranted, 

The gentleman to whom you are referring, the operator is in St. John's 

at the present time, I am sure he will only be too happy to tell you the 

whole story on it, 

MR. NEARY: Hr, Chairman, all I can say is that the gentleman who acquired 

that property must be a very honourable man when he ap;reed to pass it 

back for the use -

HR. DOODY: Some of the buildings are. made available for the use 

of the youth groups , 

MR. NEARY: 

11R, DOODY: 

member. 

MR. NEARY: 

He has not ap.reed to pass it back. 

Not to my knowledge. He may have agreed with the other 

We had to wait until this afternoon when the hon, member for 
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To 
Labrador North 1raised this matter in the House to get some information 

on this matter. 

MR. DOODY: The infonnation was available each time anybody was in 

the House, another unusual occurrence. 

~_!~AR~: It is awfully funny, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. DOODY: ---·-- It was not meant to be funny, Sir. It was a statement of 

facts. 

~1R. NEARY: The Premier comes into the House once in a while, drops 

in occasionally, drops in once in a while and then he tries to be 

witty. Mr, Chairman, completely disinterested in the affairs of 

the province, could not care less what goes on in this honourable 

House, drops in every once in a while to say hello and to see the 

boys are behaving themselves and then away he goes,again off on 

another jaunt. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order! Discussion is limited to the general management 

of the department whose estimates are being debated. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I am well aware of what the discussions 

concerns and I am well aware of the wide ranging debate that has 

taken place on these estimates so far. I am well aware of that, 

Mr. Chairman. 

}1R, CHAIRMAN: The honourable member will remain within the bounds 

of relevancy in his debate. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I am as much within the hounds of relevancy 

as the other members who have spoken in this debate and I appreciate 

Your Honour's reminding me of that. I appreciate it but when I am 

prevoked, Mr. Chairman, from the other side,I,will give them as good 

as they can send. I do not intend to tolerate any of their nonsense, 

Sir. We have heard in this debate about the excuses that they have 

given for taking away the mothers' allowance, Ottawa would not approve 

of it, big hearted Uncle Ottawa. When honourable ministers go up to 
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Ottawa they would say, "Go home and cut out the l'lothers' allowance 

then we will give you financial assistance in your little province." 

What hogwash, Mr, Chairman, what hogwash. I doubt very much if that 

has ever been sugp;ested in Ottawa, It is a figment of the imagination 

of the honourable Minister of Finance, Sir, that is all it is. It is 

hogwash and the honourable minister should be ashamed of himse1f 

coming into this House with such a flimsy excuse for picking the 

pockets of the mothers of this province, Sir. 

The honourahle minister said a lot of things in his Budpet 

Speech. One of the things that he said was that the mothers' 

allowance was being dropped because Ottawa was bringin)? in the 

family income security plan the first of January. The next day, 

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the mothers in this province I rose in 

my place in this honourable House and I ask the Minister of Finance 

JN - 2 

that in view of the fact that the implementation of the Fisc Programme 

was delayed for one year,if the )?Ovenunent would reconsider implementing 

the mothers' allowance so that the mothers of this province could 

receive assistance for. the school year commencing September coming. 

The honourable minister's answer, Mr. Chairman, and it is recorded 

in Hansard and any member who was interested enough to sit in this 

House the Thursday following the bringin)? down of the Iludget will 

reca] 1 what the minister said, "As soon as it is confirmed from Ottawa 

that the Fisc Programme is delayed by one year the Government of 

Newfoundland and Labrador would reconsider." That is over one week 

ago, Mr. Chairman, over a week ago, We have ask the minister on 

Orders of the Day if the government had reconsidered, if they had 

taken a decision and the minister says, "No, when we have taken a 

decision we will announce it in the House.'' Rip,ht up to this very 

moment, Sir, the mothers of this province do not know if they are 

going to get the mothers' allowances in September or if they are not 

going to get the mothers' allowances in September. 
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Mr. Chairman, they do not know, they only know what the honourable 

minister said in his Budget Speech on Budget Day. In other words, do I 

interpret now, Mr. Chairman, from what the honourable minister is 

saying that they will not p,e.t, they definitely will not get the 

mothers' allowance in September. 

MR. CROSBIE: (Inaudible) . 

MR. NEARY: The position is auite clear now, there will be no allowance 

in September. 

MR. CROSBIE: There will be no allowance unless the policy is chanr,ed. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, we can assume then as of this moment 

that there will be no mothers' allowance in September. I am not 

assuming it because the honourable minister is stating it as a matter 

of fact. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, I would say that is too had. I am awfully sorry 

to hear that, awfully sorry to hear it, Sir, because,as has been pointed 

out hy various speakers on this side of the House that the mothers' 

allowance has been of tremendous assistance to mothers in this 

province1 especially those with large families, I am sorry, Sir, that 

the government has not reconsidered this matter and during this 

debate on the estimates of the Department of Education are not able 

to announce that the mothers' of this province can now e_xpect to get 

the assistance in the school year commencing September coming. It is 

a shame, Sir. It just goes to prove once more, Mr. Chairman, that the 

Minister of Finance has ice water in his veins and I can tell the 

honourable minister that the mothers of this province will not forget 

that for a long time to come. 

The minister reminded us, Mr. Chairman,! think it was yesterday 

in this honourable House,that anything~'let us forget politics, keep 

pol! tics out of education, "he said. "There is no election on now, 
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forget it. Why politics? Sit down and let us put through the estimates 

of the Department of Education and the Department of Health and the 

Department of Municipal Affairs. Let us railroad them all through 

the House." No election on the minister reminded us. "What you say 

now will be forgotten," he said, "two years from now." 

MR. CROSBIE: ------- It will all be forgotten tomorrow. 

MR. NEARY: The honourable minlster says it will be forp,otten 

tomorrow. Well, J have news for the honourable minister, Mr. Chalnnan. 

That is what he thinks, that is only what he thinks. Anv minister that 

will walk into this honourable House and pick the pockets of the 

mothers of this province~and he expects to be forgiven, they will 

forget it tomorrow. What a rude awakening the honourable minister is 

in for, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, like the other speakers on this honourable side 

of the House J was hopinp: that the Minister of Education would give 

the people of this province some indication of where we are headed 

in the field of education. r~"hat the Tory philosophy is on ec1ucation. 

Where are we going? Are we on the right track? Are we doing the 

right things? Are we keepinp: abreast of the times? In a chan?inr 

world, Mr. Chairman, is it necessary for us to rethink our educational 

policies,or should we allow ourselves to drift into a sort of a 

buttoned-down mind that is so characteristic sometimes of civil servants? 

Mr. Chairman, personally I think that a great many parents and 

a great many employers and indeed, Sir, a great many taxpayers of this 

province have asked the question of where we are headed in education. 

They expected the minister to come into this House durinp: h:f s es ti111ates 

and give them some idea of the effect that the compulsory education 

legislation,which has•been in effect for so many years,is having on 

the children of this province. By law, Sir, children are required to go to 

school and I would think, Sir, that the average child goes to schooJ for 

at least ten years ann yet, Mr. Chairman, from my vantage point, 
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our children are still not properly educated and I would think, Sir, 

that governments, not only here :!.n Newfoundland but right across 

Canada 1and educators themselves must assume some responsibility for 

the inadequacy of parents to meet the demands of rearing families 

and earning a livinp in today 's world. 

Mr. Chairman. we hear the academics, the educators talking 

about educating the whole child,and they do not even offer reasonable 

competence, Sir , in what userl to he called the three "R's. ' They 

talk again about educating the child for today's rapidly changing 

world and de-emphasize or eliminate such things as homework, gradings 

and standings. What kind of conditioning, Sir, are the educators of 

this province giving our children today? What kind of conditioning, 

Mr. Chairman, are our children p,ettinp as they enter into an employment 

market when we are told by the experts that by the year 2000, 

seventy-five percent of the people of Canada will be paid for 

not working? What future do these children have that are corning out 

of our present educational system, Sir? Are the witch doctors in 

education, ~r. Chairman, burying their heads in the sands of rapidly 

passing time? I would submit , Sir , that they are. I wonder sometimes, 

Mr. Chairman, how on earth this came about. 

In my opinion, Sir, and I have said this publicly before and 

it brought the wrath of the academics at the university down around my 

ears, I would say, Sir, that this situation has come about largely 

through the ambitions and power- hunger of those who have established a 

certification racket as a substitute for education. 

Mr. Chairman, employers, both publi~ and private,in our 

American and Canadian economy, for some years now have hired pieces 

of paper, certificates, diplomas and degrees instead of people. It is 

just now, ~r. Chairman, that they are beginning to realize that they 

have to look behind these certificates and they have to look at the 

hurdles which the diploma holder jumped over in order to acquire that 

certificate. Sir, it is my contention that the bottom is beginning to 
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fall out of the certification racket, the certificate market. 

Sir, I think that hon. members of this Rous<.' will remember, 

I think it was last May, ''MacLeans Magazine" carried a front cover 

story; '·The Graduate That Nobody Wants.' A month later, Sir, in 

"Time '.fagizine,,. there was a similar feature on the desperate plight 

of B.A's, M.A's, ?-'.B.A's, and Ph.D's in the United States.who were 

having unprecedented difficulty in fitting into the economy, in 

revealing any skills, attitudes or aptitudes saleable in a highly 

competitive employment market. 

Mr. Chairman, this has a very demoralizing impact upon the 

people of this province. We have already noted the increasing number 

of young men and women who have to go to the Department of Social 

Services and Rehabilitation for assistance. A lot of those, Mr. Cahirman, 

have passed through our education system, graduated from high schools, 

some of them even have credits and have diplomas. I think when I was 

~inister of Social Services and Rehabilitation, one of the most heart­

breaking experiences that I had was people arriving in my office, 

journeymen, with their journeymen's ticket, Sir, unable to find 

employment. You must remember, }1r. Chairman, the great campaign 

that was carried on in the last few years;"Do not be a drop-out, do not 

be a drop-out." The promise of nice comfortable jobs, fat pay cheques 

and with little work,. that was the outcome of staying in school. This 

Mr. Chairman, I submit to the committee has fallen flatter than any 

promise that has ever been made by any politician in this honourable 

House. 

So. l-!r. Chairman, the point that I am trying to make here is 

that we are going to have to find new ways of dealing with this kind 

of situation. It is•bad enough for people who are uneducated and 

unskilled, to have to go to the Department of Social Services and 

Rehabilitation for assistance. You know, Mr. Chairman, you can explain 

to that kind of person why he is in the situation he is in, but, 

Mr. Chairman, how in the na~e of God are we going to be able to explain 
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to people who have certificates, who are graduates of the Vocational 

School, the College of Trades and Technology and the University, how 

are we going to explain to these men and women,when they come lookinp: 

for social assistance,why they are in the situation they are in? Why 

is it that they cannot find a job? This, Mr. Chairman, I suggest 

is what this committee should be looking at, not playing petty 

politics, Sir, not playing petty politics. 

There have been manY editorials written in the last few weeks 

Mr. Chairman, about the goings on in this honourable House. Members 

on both sides of the House have been accused of playing petty politics. 

Members on the opposite side have criticized the previous administration. 

Those of us who were in the previous administration trying to defend 

the policies of the previous administration, and so you get dickerinr 

back and forth, Sir. Not facinp reality, not getting the business of 

the House done as it should be done. We see this happening ap,ain as 

we start the estimates on the Department of Education. We have been 

almost two days now, Mr. Chairman, on the minister's salarv. I do 

not know how lonir, more the debate will last. 

I know there may he sufficient reason for not getting off the 

minister's salary, but, Mr. Chairman, I make a pledge in this 

honourable House right now, that I am not going to stoop to the level of 

personalities, I am not going to bring petty politics into this debate. 

As of now, Sir, as of now, this moment, I am going to stick to the 

issue. I am going to try,as much as m~ ability will permit, to try 

and search for solutions to the kind of a problem that I just outlined, 

that we are encountering in the 
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certificati.on racket. In my opinion, Sir, education wj_ll hnve to be 

rethought in this province from kindergarten up. T would say, Mr. 

Chairman, that it is the responsibility of every man, woman and child 

in this province, if we are poing to prepare our children for the 

traumatic shock of the realities of an adult life, that we IT'Ust,1-fr. Chairman, 

if we are going to survive, we must reth:lnk our educational policiPs in 

this province. We must recognize the problems, Sir, a.ncl we must custotr· 

tailor the solution to the indivi<lual. We must try to rehabilitate 

those younp. men and women. Sir, that have been forced to drop out of the 

system as we know it now, we must try to rehabilitate these voung boys 

and girls. 

So, I-fr. Chairman, this is the problem as I see it and it is in 

my opinion one which will grow to gigantic proportions over the next few 

years. Sir, I am sorry to have to say this, but I think it is a problem 

that has been tossed right into our laps by a society which has heen conned 

into giving a blank cheque, somethinp. that has never been defined hut 

something which is foisted upon us by the acadetrics, foisted upon tts under 

the disguise of education. 

µr. Chairman. :It is not mv intention to delay this debate.I had rn 

intention of enterinp. the de1'ate, but after listening to the bickerinp. 

back and forth, Sir, I felt that it was my duty as a member of this House 

to put in my two cents worth for what it may be worth, Sir. 1-fayhe the 

hon. minister does not think too highly of what I think of the education 

system in this province, but I could not care less, Sir. I am auite 

sincere in my remarks and I hope that the honourable minister,when he is 

winding this debate,will stand in his nlace in this honourable House and 

tell the people of Newfoundland just where we are headed in the field of 

education in the decade _just ahead. 

MR. THO?-'S: ~Ir. Chairman, I would like to make a few cornmen ts on the 

estimates of the DepartlT'ent of Education and Youth. First of all, 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to hit on one of the most real and mean thinp.s 
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the ~inister of Education has done to the vast majority of the votin!? 

population of our province, that is of course, his act in abolish.in!? 

the Hothers' Allowance or the Mothers' Subsidy,as the estimates stated. 

AN HON. MEMBEF : -----·· --- Not ap.ain! 

~m. THOMS~ Yes, again, and again and again, and again if you really 

want i.t. ~•r. Chairman, I certainly wish some hon. gentlemen on the 

other side of this House wo1!ld squirt a little oil down in the corner 

because we are continually ge>ttini, an awful soueak from that corner. 

Mr. Chairman, it is all very well for the member for 

St. John's South, for the honourable. Minister of Finance>, to look across 

the street on some street in St. John's and say to himself; ''the Hother 

across the street does not need this extra twenty dollars a year for her 

child to go to school.;· It is all very well and it might be true, it 

possibly is and I ap:ree with their thinking along this ljne. But. the 

person across the street from these hon. gentlemen is 

nrobably c,uite wealth. ('IUite well--off, has a fabulous income and really 

does not needthis extra allowance that our Provincial r.overnment in the 

past have paid our mothers of this province. 

Take,for example, the small income man of our province. I know 

one family in particular, a family on St. Brendan's Island, and if the 

honourable Minister of Provincial Affairs were in his seat he would agree 

with me. This family at the present time has nine children in our 

educational system goinp, to elementary and high school. This person has a 

total income, annual income of less than -four thousand dollars per year, 

less than four thousand dollars. This little extra sum of money which is 

not all that amount, it only cost our Provincial Government $3.2 million 

last year, it is not all that f!'reat an amount, it was a good gesture on 

the part of who ever thought up the idea of helping the minister. I am 

sure the present member for Fortune, who I believe was Hinister of 

Education at that time, (is that correct?) I agree with him when he earlier 

stated that he partfally disagreed with it, because the wealthy people 

of our province who renlly dicl not need it should not have received it. It 
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should have been done on a means test, I agree with him there. 

But, for the little person on St. Brendan's Island who 

needs this extra little amount of money in the fall of the year and in 

the sprinp:, this amount of money, Nr. Chairman, enables our mothers 

to give these children the little extras that they need in preparing 

them for the cold Newfoundland winter which we experience. There is 

no act of mercy so great as this, there is no kindness so good that 

can be given to our children. I was speaki.np. to one of JTIV constituents 

no too long ago and he told me, he said; "This is not an austerity 

programme they are bringing forth, th:1.s is a hostile prop.ramme." The 

words he used were, 'It is hostile against our children.• · I agree with 

h:l.m, I agree with him wholeheartedly. I would po further, it is not 

only hostile against our children, it is also hostile against the mothers 

of our province, it is also hostile against the students of our province. 

In p.eneral, }!r. Chairman,it is hostile against our toiling masses. 

This past forty years, this past twenty years, we in 

Newfoundland have been tryinr to bu:1.ld up an educational system and it 

is useless for any member across the House to try to compare Newfoundland 

with the rest of Canada, it cannot be rlone. The rest of Canada have been 

building their educational system for sixty, eighty or one hundred years. 

We really have only been building our educational system for twenty-three 

years. The past administration have nothing, nothinp 
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to be ashamed of, I onlv hope and pray that this present administration 

will have as good a record the next two, three, four five years as this 

past administration had. 

Now, when I was a hoy and when manv of the gentlemen across this 

House were also boys, vou could look down, it was not down the street, 

because we had no streets in Newfoundland these times, let us face i.t. 

We had no streets I but you coul n look around t'i,e path, around the harbour 

if you saw tvo bovs going down, one a merchants son, another the son pf 

any other gentleman , you could look at them and tell them apart, just 

],ecause of the tynes of clothes they wore. The merchants son wore fine 

clothes the other children, some of them many times did not have, had 

very little clothe,, at all on. But this twenty dollars mothers' allowance 

was one factor, one little factor in eliminatin~ this condition. I defy 

any man todt!y, if two or three c:hildren walks down the road to try and 

pick out a merchanfs son, a lawyers son, a doctors son or my son. You 

cannot• do it. They are all dressed alike. One is dressed as good as 

the other. One iR fed as good as the other. One is housed as good as 

the other. In other words todav we are on a more equal basis than any 

other time in our history. 

This Mr. Chairman, is improvement. This is a blessing. If the 

past administration has to be blamed for anything like this well, T 

say; yes blame them for somethinp like that.because it is a wonderful 

thing to be blamed for. 

So, therefore,Mr. Chairman, J urge upon the '.•!inister of Education I 

I directly urge upon the 'linister of Finance to reinstitute the mothers' 

allowance. Try to have a little feeling in your heart for the children 

of this province this fall and winter. Try to imagine if you were a 

child of some family with }.>4,000 or less income,how you would feel, 

because the vast 1•1ajori tv of our province today has an income of less 

than $5,000. I submit to you that this twenty dollars per child per 
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year is needed by any person who has an income of less than $5,000 a ,d 

less. Maybe we should instigate a means test. I agYee with it as does 

the honourable member for Fortune. I do not see why some doctof.s son 

lawyet's son maybe some of our school teachers'children and many other 

people in high income categories need assistance from our government. 

But let us nut it on a means test, let us put our priorities where 

our priorities ~hould be, Let us give it to the poor children of this 

province. I urge upon the Minister of Finance to reinstate this 

mothers' allo,,ance, if it is at all possible to increase it. I am 

sure it would be one of the best things that the nresent ~inister 

could do. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also verv disappointed in the decrease in grants 

to our universitv. Here again I believe we are di.scriminatinp.. against 

the poor peop.le of our province, the uoor boys of our nrovince. If 

you go J,ack tt,.•enty years 1n this prov1nce,vou can go back twentv-three 

years when any young chap coming out of our e lernentarv s c.hool r; 1 •.i th 

a Grade 11 dioloma could not, I reoeat, could not get into university• 

It was simply impossible because I, myself, came out in forty-nine and 

it was impossible for me to get any university education. Today, 

because of the policy of the past administration,anv student from any 

ca tegorv of family whatsoever in this prov:! nee can find ~•·ays and means 

of entering our universitv. 

We had one young girl f rom Middle Brook who came from a very low 

income family, only this past seven or eight years, and proved 

during her last year in school to be one of the smartest children in 

our p, ovince, and her excellence was carried on into the university 

She is now I believe a professor in the university, This person 

came from a very low-income family. Had not such a policv of the 

previous administration been brought forward,this child would not 

have reached the universitv. 
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Mr. Chairman, the whole educational policv of the present government 

I appears to be one to help the rich and forget the poor, hecause this 

is simply what they are doing, This will place the educational svstem 

in Newfoundland back at least forty years, when only the rich man's 

1 
sons can get to universitv and the poor man's son will have to go 

I 
1 hack in the ditches. I am quite surprised at the assistance that 

the previous administration had given to our pupil teachers. This 

has been drastically cut, cut I believe by something like 900 per 

cent. 

In Newfoundland, ~r. Chairman, we need to produce the best 

educators that monev can give UR, w~ need to give incentives to our 

young people so that thev can go to college and to improve their 

educational standards1 which will be second to none. We need these 

people in Newfoundland because Newfoundland, not only has to keep up with 

1 the rest of Canada, we have at least eighty years to pay up for yet. 

Therefore it is a fast rate and we must do it as sp,aedily as possible. 

This will cost us money, sure, but investi.n~ money in education is 

a good investment indeed, one that no government will ever be sorry 

for. 

I am quite surprised, Mr. Chairman, to see that our present 

Minister of Education have not seen fit to lower the teacher-pupil 

ratio. Our schools today all across our province are inadeauate, 

over-crowded. We have so many problems in our elementary system 
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MR, THOMS: that I failed to see how this present government wjll - - ---
ever go near to solving the problems that we face today. Our hus 

transportation at the present time is in a mess. Our Ninister 

of Education came out with a policy statement on hus transportation. 

If you look at this statement you more or less get a bit confused, 

The statemet read that he would pay $1(10 per pupil that was out s ide 

of the one mile limit,from any high school or e]ementary school. He 

also stated that the f!OVernment would pay $40 for any pupil within 

this one mile limit. Rut he also stated that there had to be a 

mean temperature,zero. Now I could never figure out what he meant hy 

a mean temperature of zero. Was the mean temperature based on a twelve 

month basis? A ten month basis? llecause if it were ori a twelve 

month basis not one school in this province,including the schools 

in Lahrador,would qualify for such assistance, He did not say, mean 

must, he did not say mean anything - he _iust said mean temperature. 

There was no clarification as to what he meant by mean temperature 

and this always amazed me, why our educational minister shou]d come 

out and make such a statement. 

Hr. Chairman, the tremendous reduction in the Physical Fducation 

and Youth Programme it is a vast reduction,one which T believe our 

r>rovince of Newfoundland cannot afford. While we need elementary 

schools we need high schools, we need universities, we also need 

physical educat:1.on. Every little community in this province is 

entitled to as much attention per pupil or per population as any 

other community in this province. Why should not little St. Brendan's 

or Green's Pond have a hockey rink or a playground? Why shoul<l they 

not as well as any other centres, such as St, .John's, Gander, 

Corner Brook or Grand Falls or Gambo? They need it. They have 

children the same as you or I. They would like to enjoy these facilities 

the same as your children or my childrfn. 
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HR. TH0~IS: How are WP. r:oi.ni, to provide for these facilities , 5.f 

we continue to slash left. ri.J!ht and centre in the estimates for 

Physic.tl P.ducatinn and Youth . .lust imagine over $1,1'10 ,000 . 

taken off of sports f:tc.ili.ties for thi s r.ominsi year . Jllst one 

item alone. 

tir . Chai tinan, to meet tlie needs in education of our population 

today we must nprroach the prohlem with our eyes wide open. We 

cam1nt come forward ~d ch a set rolicy of plans, 1-•e cannot plan 
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five or ten years from now, it is impossible because our whole 

population ••• 

MR. MARSHALL: If the hon. member would permit a moment I would like 

to move,for the purpose of the Speaker's ruling,that the committee rise 

and report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion that committee rise, report progress and ask leave 

to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair, 

On motion report received and adopted. 

On motion committee ordered to sit again presently. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have rulings here on two matters which came up earlier 

this afternoon and I shall read them. 

One - earlier in the day the hon. member for White Bay South 

raised by way of a Point of Privilege the eligibility of the hon. member 

for Labrador South to take his seat in the House. He stated that apparently 

a judgement had been given this morning in the Supreme Court of Newfoundland 

rendering the election in that -district null and vo id. He asked if I had 

received any notification from the Court regarding this. Section 143 of 

The Election Act states and I quote: "At the conclusion of the trial, the judges 

shall determine whether the candidate whose •.•lection or return is complained 

of or any or what other person was duly returned or elected, or whether 

the election was void, and shall forthwith certify in writing such determination 

to the Speaker, appending thereto a copy of the notes of the evidence." 

The answer to the hon. member's question is that I have 

received no connnunication from the Supreme Court. 

I have also been asked to rule whether or not it is proper 

for the hon. Member for Labrador South to take his seat, If the information 

that the hon. Member for White Bay South has given to the House is correct, 

it would appear that it the hon, Member for Labrador South has actual notice 
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of the judgement it would not be in order for the hon. Member for 

Labrador South to sit. 

I cannot rule on this, however, since I have not received 

any official notification of the Court's decision and since the hon. 

Member for Labrador South has not attempted to take his seat. 

Earlier in today's sitting, the hon. Member for Bonavista 

North asked leave to move the adjournment of the House for the purpose 

of discussing a matter of urgent public importance. I will not repeat the 

entire motion since honourable 1nembers have already heard it,but 

·it concerns the labour management dispute at Newfoundland Farm Products 

Corporation. 

Beauschene, 4th. edition, Citation 100 (3) on page 90 

states,referring to the rule relating to these motionsthat urgency within 

this rule does not apply to the matter itself but it means "urgency 

of debate", that the ordinary opportunities provided by the rules of the 

House do not permit the sub.1ect to be brought on early enough should 

public interest demand that discussion take place immediately. 

According to our Standing Orders, (Standing Order 23(c)), 

the member so desiring to move the order shall hand a written statement 

of the matter proposed to be discuss~d to Mr. Speaker. If he finds it 

in order and of urgent public importance, he reads it and asks whether 

or not the member has the leave of the House. It should b.e noted that 

the word urgency refers not to the> urgency of the matter itself but to 

the urgency of debate on that matter. 

In the present case, the debate on the Budget is before the 

House and matter can be debated there. The Estimates of the Department 

of Labour are also on. the Order Paper and it could be debated when these 

are called. Also the matter is one which could he brought on by Notice 

of Motion and I, therefore, rule that it is not urgent that all other 

business of the House be laid aside and the matter debated now. 
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On motion, that the House go into Committee of the FholP on Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the ~hair. 

COM'fTTTF.E OF SUPPLY 

HR. _CHAIRMAN: lli>ading VI - Education and Youth. 

'fR. W.N.FOWE : Hr. Chairman, would the honourable. !louse Leader be 

agreeable to callinf' Department of Labour - lleadinr XVI. 

MR_'..__:MARSHAT.L: No. Mr. Chairman, the honourable memher for Phi te Bay 

South is raising this presumably because of a ruling in the House 

by the Speak.er r•~.lating to the urgency of the dehate. It is 

perfectly competent for the honourable the member for Bonavista 

North to hrinp: in a motion before the !louse to have this matter debated 

in due course and there is no reason for us to deviate from our course 

right now, He are on the education e s timates and we will continue on. 

}lR • ROBERT~ : ifr. Chairman . in that -ase we will move that Your 

Honour now call Head XVI instead of llead VI, that motion, Your Honour. 

}'R CHAIRMAN: The Chair will take a moment to consider the motfon. 

Jl'R ~1AFSHALL: May I he heard on this, Mr. Chairman ? l .i ust want to 

speak to the motion. 

}IR ROBERTS: ~Ir. Chairman, do I speak to the motion first? 

MR MAJtSl-lAL~ T speak to a point of order then, }lr. Chairman. The point 

of order is that the business of the House, the order of the business 

of the House is determined by the government. Procedure is set forth 

in the Standing Orders, pa!!e 17, which refers to the fact that final 

authority as to the general progress of every government project as to 

the time to be piven to its different stages and as to any appltcation 

of closure,, •• General business of the House lies in the government 

itself and consequently I am not aware of any such similar motion having 

been taken and I feel that it is prohably out of order, Mr. Chairman, 

MR ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, if I may speak to the point of order: 

The reference which the honourable p,entleman made to our Standing 
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nR. ROBERTS: Orders, is not the Standing Orders as such but rather to 

annotations made by Mr. Speaker Sparks, at least the Standing Orders 

were published under (J guess pari materia would he the right word) the 

authority c,r the signature of Mr. Speaker Sparks, some twenty odd years 

ago. 

·:_ suggest, Sir, the motion is in order. We do not pretend to call the 
- · 

order of business. That is the exclusive prerogative of the House 

Leader except on Wednesdays when other provisions prevail hy 

Standing nrders. 

Your Honour has befor.e him a motion made by the House Leader, 

that Head VI be debated in commjttee, all we are doing is amending 

that motion. I add t<lo, to provide that Head XVI which is the head 

under which Labour estimates come, that head be called. I submit 

the motion is in order, Sir. r believe that it should be debated,not 

at length but it should he debated briefly and it should be then 

put to a vote. I fear I kn01 .. • what 1,,fll happen but I cannot 2nticipate 

and surely I Your Jlonour, the House, the committee are the master of 

their own bus:1.ness • If the majority of the committee wish to do 

something, unless it is a~ainst Standing Orders,then I submit, Sir, 

it is in order. I think we should put it to the test as to whether or 

not the majority are in favour of this. 

::tr. .• ~SHALL: Mr. Chairman, if I may just add a few more words. This • 

is really an attempt by the honourable members on the other side in 

effect to overrule in committee a rulinp that has been made by the Speaker 

!n the House,to get a matter discussed. 

Now the point of the matter . Mr. Chairman, is this,that we are 

more concerned with getting on with the business of the country and 

if it is on the understanding that it is not creating a precedent 

we can put it to the vote and we will carry on with education. I 

think it is incumbent upon us now to proceed on with the business of 

the country and the business before the House and get on with it as 
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MR. MARSHALL: soon as we can. 

MR. RO_BERTS: Mr. Chairman, I reject the honourable f?entleman' s 

contribution. We accept without any question the ruling of the 8.peaker. 

that the Motion under Standing Order 23 should not go ahead. His 

Honour made that ruling ,. there is no question at all about it. All 

we are suggesting now is -

AN HON. ~MBER: We will not even try to appeal it. 

MR. ROBERTS: We will not even try to appeal it. We have a right. We 

members of the House may appeal, we have not done it nor will we. 

We happen to think His Honour will accept that. But, Sir, 
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the honourable minister go~s .on about the business of the country. Is 

not head XVI the business of the country? Is not head XVI as much 

the estimates as head VI? We will eventually come to head XVI, they 

cannot put the Supply Bill through, the Appropriations Bill through 

without considering head XVI at some point. I mean, that is unworthy 

of the honourable gentleman, Sir, when he talks about the business of 

the country. 

Now, if the motion is in order, I would like to say a word 

or two in support of our motion, but I will aw.:1it Your Honour's rulinp:. 

HR. CHAIRJ-!AN : We are still considerinp, whether the motion is in order. 

MR. ROBERTS: Shall we have an adjournment of a second or two while 

Your honour considers it, Sir? I <lo not want to rush Your Honour, because 

it is a - it is not the most usual. Have a ten Minute adjournment? It 

is a little late for tea. 

AN HON. NEVBER: Let us adjourn it until after ... -·-----·-----------

!'AR. ROBERTS: We will adjourn it, call it s:lx o'clock? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible) 

HR. ROBERTS· I think He have a rip-ht to a rulinp: on a motion. I mean, 

if the motion is out of order,it is out of order but if it is in order,it 

is in order. 

l"'R • CHAIRMAN: The Chair considers the question as to whether the motion 

is or is not in order to be one of some importance in that it will 

establish precedence, which ever way it is decided. With the leave o 

the Committee, the Chair would ask that the time be given for consideration 

of it until after the dinner break, if this is agreeable to the Committee. 

J-IR. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, as one member of the Committee I will agree. 

Would Your Honour be in a position to bring in a motion, a ruling say, 

at eight of the clock when we assemble after the dinner break1 Is that 

Your Honour's hope? I mean, I for one will give consent and I sssume my 

colleagues will. I cannot speak for the other side, Sir. 

}IR, CHAIRMAN· The Chair reserves its decision until after the evening 

t313 



June 13, 1972, Tape 743, Page 2 -- apb 

break or rather, until the next sittinp, of the Committee, which would 

be the proper way of putting it, with the understandinp that this 

will be subject to the leave of the House immediately after the dinner 

break. 

Heading VI, Education and Youth 601-01. 

May I point out to the 1'11nister,1'1r. Chairman, that in order 

for our children and in order for the whole population of Newfoundland 

in the future to be a well educated and sophisticated people, we must 

he on a par with the rest of the North Americas. We must be able to 

hold our 01,m in this great North American Continent. He must he able 

to claim that we are as well educated, as well dressed, as well housed, 

as well provided for as any people in North America. This, Mr. Chairman, 

we can oniy do if we have a r•inister of Education who can 1<0 into a 

cabinet meetin" and thump his fist on that round table,if he has to,and 

demand from this rovernment that it provide for our children of the day 

the necessary funds to carry out the educational programmes that will 

give to our people an equal education that will be on a par with any 

other edcuational system in this world of ours. 
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No government in this provincu, no education mini::;tcr i n thi.s province, 

in his right mind can aim for anvthl np. less. No people on this 

North American Continent can be satisfied if its government aims 

at anything less, In order to do this, Mr. Chairman, our Department 

of Education and particular our Education Minister is goinp to have 

to provide now and in the future vast sums of money to provide this 

opportunity for our young people of today and our young people of 

tomorrow. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the ways that our educators of this prov ince 

provide some of the money is true the rep;ional tax ,1uthori ty. I was 

quite surprised today, Mr. Chairman, as a matter of fact I was disappointed 

when I received a message from the Executive Secretary of the Regional 

School Tax Authority, District 1, Gander. Mr. Chairman, I would like 

to read to you this telegram: "We respectfully request your attendanr,e 

at the next meeting, June 22, 8:00 P .M., Hotel Gander to discuss 

necessary steps to solve present financial predicament of five school boards, 

caused by the lack of governmental support of tax authority." It is 

si gned by the Executive Assistant. 

Mr. Chairman, this condition that is quite apparent between 

the Department of Education anrl Youth and our tax authorities is 

disgraceful. Just imagine the lack of governmental support! The lack 

of governmental support, from a government that claimed that they would 

be a government of action! How complacent can they be? How irresponsible 

can they be? A bunch of two year olds can do just as good because they 

will do nothing the same as the present Minister of Education is doing, 

"The lack of governmental support;' it is the lack of governmental doing! 

It is the lack of governmental activity, It, is the lack of doing some thing, 

anything,but why cannot this present administration do something? 

Mr, Chairman, such a condition, when' such a secretary has to write 

off such a message, it is a grave situation indeed. I failed to see how 
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anv llinister of Education can pretend that evervthinr, in hi.s department 

is al 1 nice and tidy, evervthing taken cr,rf' of, and he completely 

forgets about the tax authority. 
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I wonder if governmental support does not come. Mr. Chairman, I 

understand from speaking to one of the members of the Tax Authority 

in Gander that the Minister of Education is also invited to this 

meeting. I will certainly look forward to his participation in the 

discussions and I sincerely hope and trust that he will have something 

concrete, something to offer to this tax authority district so that 

it can solve its financial problems. 

I sincerely hope it does not end up like the two school 

boards operating out of Gander who I have been told are at a tremendous 

loss as far as bus transportation is concerned this year. I understand 

from the chairman of one of the boards that they are expected to lose 

somP.thing like $80,000 this year alone. 

Mr. Chairman, every year there is a normal increase in 

expenditure and every aspect of education in our province, not only in 

education but in everything else, in government, iT' industry, in everything. 

If even this normal increase in expenditure is not met and it is quite 

obvious that in many of the articles in the estimates that these normal 

increases are not met/then how can we expect to increase the standard of 

education in .our province1 How can we expect to increase the opportunitie~ 

for our young people of this province1 How can we expect to give them the 

same opportunities as are given to many hundreds of thousands of 

children, the millions of children across this continent of ours. Every 

child in this province, whether he be from a rich family or a poor, from 

our largest city in the province or from the smallest cove, bay or inlet, 

is entitled to an education the same as anyone else in this province, and 

it is the responsibility of the Minister of Education to see that every 

child from Cape Chidley south in this province, gets a good, sound and 

sophisticate~ education. 

If our present Minister of Education continues in his present 

dealings with that department, if he should bring forward estimates for 

next year which would resemble the present ones which he is bringing 
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forward and possibly a decrease here, cutting somewhere else, a slashing 

somewhere else, then education can be considered in Newfoundland to be 

on the down grade again. 

Education, twenty-five years ago, and if we go back to 

for.ty years, was a very small item in Newfoundland. I remember reading 

where the Minister of Finance in 1933 stood up in this House and hoasted, 

he actually boasted 
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that the government of that day was going to spend the total sum of 

$1 million on education. Now, Mr. Chairman, we are well over Sl mi.Ilion 

something like $128 million, The vast increases of this expenditure 

has been brought about this last twenty-three years. To the people 

who brought them about, to the people who made them nossible, to the 

people who built the vast amount of schools in our Province, the 

people who envisaged Memorial University, our great number of 

elementary schools and our high schools, our trade schon~ our 

teclmical college, our fisheri.es college, to the oeople who saw 

these, who brought them to realitv,our Province will ever be thankful. 

But, Mr. Chairman, this is only a has~, this is only a bare 

foundation on which to build a great educational system. We, in 

this nrovince today and the members of this government,should 

take it only as a base, should take it onlv as a foundation and 

build on that foundation, build up on this foundation but hui ld 

with some planning, with some foresight. Put the nlanning of a 

committee of three together and come up with a long-range policy 

on educatdon expenditure. Put them to work. ~lake them earn their 

kc,ep, do not let them rust in the back rooms of Confederation Building. 

Do not let them go mouldy. Make use of them, Let us get some action 

out of them. Education in Newfoundland is the most important thing 

in Newfoundland, Too long in nur past historv our ,,eople have been 

ignorant. Too ,long in our past history our people have been uneducated. 

Our province has suffered beca ,ise of this. 

Mr. Chairman, I submit we should spend many more millions of dollars 

on our educational institution than what we are spending today. Our 

ohysical education in Newfoundland,we have just scratched the surface, 

barely scratched the surface. I can only think of something like 

seven communities where physical education has touched, the other 

twenty-five communities,as far as I know,at the present time have never 

received one cent from our ph~sical education ~nd youth nrogramme. 
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I am quite sure the flame thing applies to the other di.stricts 

of our province. I suhmit to your, Mr. Chairman, that these neonle, 

these little people, in the bays, coves of our province,are entttled 

to this as much as any other child in the greater centres of New-

foundland. This present 
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administration, especially before October 28, 1971, was 

preaching across our province that they will take the government to the 

people. I sincerely hope and trust that they will also take physical 

education to our children, they will take modern education facilities 

to the vast number of outports of our province. I sincerely hope and 

trust, Mr. Chairman, that the f.ducational :-linister will, when he comes into the 

House, if he comes in, with his estimates, when this House opens in 1973, 

that he will come in with a more realistic set of estimates and that 

expenditure along these lines will be expanded; that we will not have to 

put up with such estimates as the community sports facilities which are cut 

this year by $1,1 00,500. Almost every item under the Physical Education 

and Youth is slashed. There is only one it.em, Mr. Chairman, that I know 

in these estimates that is not slashed and that is the estimate of salaries, 

particularly to a minioter,which is up something Uke $4,000. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is not the minister's salary. 

MR. THOMS: Well it says, salaries, minister's office, $27,600. 

Of course, if you come down to ~eneral administration, you get a huge 

increase. 

On motion that committee rise, report progress and ask leave 

to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

On motion report received and adopted. 

On motion committee ordered to sit ap.ain presently, 

l1R, SPEAKER: It now beinr, 6:00 P.M. I do leave the Chair until 8:00 P.M. 
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