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The House met at 3:00 P.M.
My. Speaker in the Chair.

MR, SPEAKER: Order!

HOM. W.W, MARSHALL: (MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO):  Mr. 3Speaker

before we proceed I would like to rise on & point of personal privilege
and 1t relstes to an editorial appearing in June 3, edition of the
"Evening Telegram” wherein there was an editorial entitled "Cancel
Them Now'in connection with the offshore explorations leases.
It was said in the editorial and T quote! "Aceording to Mr. Marshall an
tn-depth investigation is to be carried out, even a royal commission set up. "
Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to point out a&s a matter of privilege
that 1 did not make the statement. pnfortunately when some members
on this side make statements criticizing what went on in the past,it
is presumed that automatically a Roval rommission would take place.
This is not so. There was no need of a royal cormission to determine
that the granting of these leases were wrong., They are perfectly
plain fof anyone to see and we are taking the necessary action with
regpect to 1t. But T want to sect the record straight.
The only perple who referred to the royval commission was the
aeditor of "Tte Dafly News'" the former Minister of Mines, Agriculture
and Resources and the honourable the member for White Bay South, and
their interpretations of what I have said were completely and
absolutely incorrect.

PETITIONS

MR. J. G, REID: Mr. Bpeaker, I beg leave to present a petition from

Hopeall and Green’s Harbour.

¥e have In our present asphalt unit crushers with very little
stone. The road 1s well prepared and while the unit is in that area,
it is a wonderful time to have that road paved out around Green's
Harbour-Hopeall. The roads there have been very bad, but this last
year or so they got them in shape and are Exgegt%fg the pavement

in that area. We have school buges rusning ocut in those communities
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MR, BEID: awd in cevtals places have hesn very dangerous. Hyith
a littie upgrading now the yoad can be paved. Very little work is
needed, a few culverts, little stone and while the wnit {s in that
area T would certainly like tu sep and T am sure the general public
of Grean's Harbour and Hopeall would like to sze that voad paved,

I have a petitien here of 340 people who signed this pericion.
Mr. Speaker, I humbly support this petition and move that it he
recelved and laid upon the table of the House and submitred ro the

department te which it relates.

MR. S.A. HFARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to support the petition

presentad by the honourable member on hehalf of his constitutents in
Hopeall and Green's Harbour,

T mipht say,so forceahly presented by the honourable member, I1f
Ay memory serves me correctly, Mr. Speaker, the paving of that road
was on the agenda of the previous adminlstration. It was part of
our propramme, a bit of unfinished business that we lefr bhehind. If
we had stayed in office T think we would have paved that road this
year, especlally with the squipment bedng so near the communities.

8o T hope that the Minister of Finance has the messape loud and
clear and that the prayver of the petition will be granted in this
fiscal year,

On motion petition received.

bk
Bomir
[#4]
o
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MOTIONS :
MR RONSEALL Mr. Speaker, 1 give notice I will on towmorrow ask leave
to introduce the following Resclution:
WHEREAS the presence of the United States Force has contributed
materially te the economic and social welfare of citizens of this
Province and In particular to the residents of the Happy Valley-Coose Bay
Community, on the mainland portion of the Province and WHEREAS rthe
status of the United Stares Alr Force in relation fo usage of the military
installation at Goose Bay has only been determined until the end of June
1973 and WHERFAS it is imperative for the stability of the Happy Valley -
GConse Bay Area that its long-term future be determined and secured as
quickly as possible and WHERFAS there is no effective wmilltary presence
of pur nation in this Province, now therefore he it resolved by this
henourable House of Assembly in Legislative Session convened that the
Government of Canada be urged to securs the econemic and socizl future
of residents of the Nappy Valley - Goose Bay Arez as gudckly as possible
by nepmotiating long-term arrangements suitable to the Governments of
Canada and Newfoundland, of net less than twenty years duration, with
the United States of America or by providing for the operation of this
strateglic military operation hy Canadian armed forces and that a copy
of this Resolution be transmitted to the appropriate officials of the
Government of Canada forthwith.
GUESTIONS :
MR A, MURPHY (Minister of Provincial Affairs). I have a couple of
snawers, Mr. Speaker, to Ouestion No. 27. Order paper, Friday, June 2,
1972, ne promotions, review of classifications only and one that was
Provincial Affairs, Labrader Affairs. The same guestion asked by Mr.
Woodward, Labrador North. The answer is none, same question.
MR, HICKMAN: I have an answer to a question, but I can not Tind the number.

"

It was the question asked by the Hon. member for White Bay South.
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Ir is a question along the same lines as rhe orheyr. The number of narsons
the salaries of whom ware paid sut of the vote to his Tepartment of
Justice who were granted promotions from one Civil Sevvice siassification
to another for the fiscal vear ending March 31, naning =sach such

person.  Humbar of persons, nine. The names, Elizabeth Clarke, Phyllis
Carter, Lorne Tubman, Ruby Walsh, Marie Miles, Ray Grandy, Ravmond Greene,
pavid Barret and Gerald Noseworthy., No. (2, what is the number of PETSONS
a5 rveferred te in {1} above who recsived such prometions showing the nunbers
for each classification. Humber,l Fire Captaln,$372.69%: one Police
Prosecutor, $102.00; one Police Lieutenant, 551,.84: one Police Sargent,
576.34; one District Court Regilstrar, 5427.50; two éupremg Court and
District Court Reporters I, I suppose that Is Grade I, 5#37.50:; one Supreme
Court and Disrrict Court Reporter, classification 11, $208.08; ons Clerk-
Stenographer, 5803.00: and the total - Yes, 1t is the answer to

Question 34, Mr. Speaker,
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Mr. Hickman.

The answer to Ne, 3 is $2,082,78.
_MR. DAWE: HMr. Speaker, in reply to Question ¥o. 34, June 2, part

(1): two persons, Malcolm Ropers and Chesley Hapgood. Part (2):

one person, a photographic technician, microfilm operator, number two.
Part (3): Malcolm Regers, $123.00, Chesley Hapgood, $263.00,

HON. DR. A, T. ROWE (Minister of Health) With regard to Question No., 23,

on the Order Paper for June 2, I would like to mentiom to the

hon. Leader of the Opposition that we have some 2,700 employees in

the Department of Health., I wonder if he would wish us to go through

this velume or would you care to rephrase your'question wmore specifically
so the data could be more easily obtained. it.meana going through

a list of 2,700 employees. If it is important, we will attempt to do thar.
_MR. ROBERTS: Mr, Speaker, I am quite familiar with the Department

of Health. The minister will find that each month the cabinet have given
a list of - appointments are subject to Executive Counell ratificarion.
My éuggesticu is that he talk to kr. Selleré and merely get coples

of the various cabinetr papers. If he wishes to consult me outside,

find. When I wrote the question, Sir, I was quite familiar with

the Department of Health.
MB. ROWE (A.T.}: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition has

suggested that he would be aware of the great volume of work

in this number of employees . It is a question that he would perhans

ask and would like to have the informstion more specifically given.

I will take your remarks back., With regard to Question No, 39 and No. 40,
for the information of the table, regarding medical and surgical
specialists and I presume Question NG, 41 ig a tepeat of Queation No, 39 -

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

MR, ROWE (W.N.): Mr. Speaker, on Orders of the day, if the honourable

member will allow, I would like to direct a question to the hon. Minister
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Mr, Bowe {(W.HN.}:

of Justice and the guestion 1s: Whether he has inatitured an
investigation into some serious allegations made by the morning press
to the effect that a man who was suffering from an overdose of
sleeping pilis,I beldieve was incarcerated atd held in jail for

ten hours while suffering from the overdose? 1f he has asked

for such an investigation, does he have any comment that he would
wish to make on the matter ap the moment?

MR, HICKMAN: #r. Speaker, I thapk the hon. mesber for White Bay
South fcr.diratting a question to me, I am rather anxlous to clear
up any misapprehension or misundarstanding. 1 am suye honourable
mémbars will appreciate this, Iz would not be in the best

interasr if I used any names. On June 1, Thursday, a person who
was a patient at a hospital was given in charge to the police

by a physician for beiné apparently disturbed. At 2:43 P.H.,

on the same sfterncon, he vaz examined by a psychilatrist who refused
to certify him presumably on the prounds that there was nothing
wronig., Anyway he wés refgsed. As honourable membe;s are aware,
under the.legislagion, in order to have a person committed to the Hospital
for Héntél aﬁd Nérvous ﬁiseases there has to be certification by two
dectors, Then at 5:35 P.M., on the same day, he was examined by

one doctar who certified him, At 6:50 B.M. he wan exanined by

a second doctor who alse
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certified this person, following which an attempt was made Lo locate
Magistrate 0°'Heil te issuz the nscessary srder of commitment. Magistrate
0'Neil could not be found. There was a massage left foy him o contuck
the station upon his return. In the meantime, arcund about midnighe,I
guass,or shortly before that, I was contactsd by the solicleor for this
man, who complained that they were walting the return of Maglstrate
O0'Neil. I suggested - . reminded the soldciter that in St. Joho's

there are four magistrates, namely, Magistrates 0'Heil, Mulcahy, Roberts
and Stvong, that all four have the necessary jurisdiction to sign the
arder, Lmmediately thereafter within & matter T think of minutes,
Magistrate Roberts signed the necessary orvder, the man was duly committed
to the Hospital for Mental and Nervous Diseases.

AN, HON , MEMBER: Hew long had he been in the station?

MR.HICKMAN: He had been there from 2.053 in the afternoon until approximately
11.15 p.m.  As 1 say the police immediately,within thirty minutes after

he had been referred to the police by the doctor and the hospital im gquestion.

The first psychiatrist was at the jall to do the necessary examination
following which he refused to certify the man. Then they had to go looking
for two other doctors, the two that ave requived, one doctor certified

and at 6,50 p.m. another - then sought Magistrate 0'Neil. 3But I am atr

a loss to know why one of the other magistrates was not contacted. 1

feel quite certain that obviously the man must have been disturbed but

the doctors who certified, certainly 1 am sure would neot have left the

station if the man had been in any danger, following certification. He was
there. In Eact, he was taken frem the plece where he was confined

and interviewed in the doctor's office. During that waiting period

he was 1in the doctor's office with his lawyer and his wife. The three

of them were together for several hours., &o thar the story as appeared

is really not correct. I am not blaming any opne for it. Bur these are

the facts. I can see nothing, no action that police falled to take. It was
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not at all reprehensible and the matter was very guickly settled. As

soon as his lawyer telephoned me, I reminded him that phere were three other
magistrates in St. John's.  That could have been done in a couple of

hours before.

MRLWLROWE: A question, Is there amy truth to the rumour,Mr. Speaker,

that in the case of the lawyer he will be made a Queen's Counsel as the
result of bringing this civil liberties case to the public notice?

MR HICKMAN: No, no truth.

© 1487
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AN HOW. MPMBFR-  He has not been in practice for ten years.

MP. GILLETT:  Mr. Speaker, as a result of the findings on Thursday
past in the Department of Hiphways, concerning the CRUGEWAY

connecting Hew Vorid Island with Twlllingate Teland, may 1 direct a
queation to the hon. Minister of Wighwavs {acting)? What decision

has been made since rthat day, and when can we expect an answer, please?

HON. F.MAYNARD (ACTING MINISTER GF HIGHWAYS): Mr. Speaker, the

Twillinpate Causeway is under review by the officinls of the

department and myself at the present time. I hope within a dav or

tuo to be able to make a further statenment on the situation, as to what
1f anvthing further will be carried on this year.

YR, F.E.PONE: My, Speaker, T would 1ike to adress a guestion to the
Minister of Fducation. In view of the fact that the capital grant to
the university does nwot appear to provide for an adequate increase in
space in order te meet the needs of the anticiparsd student enrollment
for next yvear, can the minister azssurs the House that qualified students
will not be turned away from the university in September and in the

January registration?

BON. JOUN A.CARTER (MINTSTER OF EDUCATION AND YOUTI):  Wr. Speaker, I agree

that that is a very important gquestion, but it is also = very complex one,
The amount allocated for the university is all that can be managed because
of the lepacy of neplect in the last twenty-three years. 1 am assured

that cercainly the most competent students will be admitted znd that all
stwients who are properly fualified shall be admitted. T cannot see any
negd £o reduce enroliment from the present level, I do wish - and had

to report that we were somewhat shackled in our efforts to provide the
necessary funds for all the institutions under our authority.

MR. F.B.ROWE: A supplementary guestion, Mr. Speaker. Did I understand
the minister to say that no qualified students will in faect be turned

away next year when they make application to the university?
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ME. F.B.BROWE:  Thank vyou! Anocther cuestion, Mr. Speaker., Ts 1t true
that during = panel discussion at Memorial University approximately

a week before the last provinelal slection, that the minister told the
students that they would not be required to borrew mere that four
hundred dellars under the Canada Student Loan in order to gualify for
provincial assistance,if the P.C's. were elected?

MR, CARTER: Y will have to take that under natice, Mr. Speaker,
because, what T said I will check out very carefully and make a proper
angwer.

MR, J.HARVEY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the
hon. Minister of Highwaye (acting). T had a repert this morning from
my constituents in Red Bay. Certain areas of the road have been washed
out in several places. The people naturally cannot get over this road.
They have to use that road getting back and forth to the hospital, and picking
up balt which is a very important thing this time of year at West St.
Modeste,and transporting their kids to school. Has the hon. Minister
of Highways been notified of the situation and what does he intend
instructing his officials to do zbout getting that road back in shape
as soon as possible?

MR, MAYNARD:  The Minister's office had not been notified of the
situation., T will investigate the matter this afternoon and see what
action 1s to be taken.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Bpeaker, may T direct a juestion to the hon. Minister
of Labour? llas the wminister given mny consideration to sendinpg trained
staff of his department to offer assistance in brinping together labour
and management in Labrador West, hefore sut-and-out confrontation occurs,
perhaps culminating in an alarming,costly strike?

MR. MAVNARD:  Mr. Spesker, we have had conciliation

-
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officew In Labrador West for some considerable rime working with both
contract procedures, the Wabush Mines and the Iron Ore Company of
Labrador,and the conciliation officer reports to me that negotiations
are proceeding fairly smoothly.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I could direct a question to the
Minister of Economic Development or the Premier whicshever one prefers
to answer this question., The Heouse is aware that Churchill Falis

will officdally open on June 15 or 16, T think it is, and I would 1like
to ask the minister what measures have the government taken to hold
equipment, bunk houses, trailers and other tools and supplies in
Labrador for the development of the Lower Churchill, following the
officlal opening at Churchill Falls Hydro-development on Jupe 167
Would it not be in the public interest, Mr. Speaker, for government

to purchase all these items and move them to the Lower Churchill

for resale later to BRINCO or if govermnment have no hope of developing
the Lower Churchill in the foreseeable future would this not be a

good opportunity for the Department of Social Services to pick up

some low.cost housing for recipients of soclal assistance by
purchasing these trailers as distressed merchandise?

MR, CROSBEIE: Mr. Speaker, the answer to the guestion is no.

MR. NARVEY: Mr. Speaker, a question directed to the honourable
Minister of Finance. I wonder 1f the honourable minister has thought
over my question I ask on Friday last and if he has an answer
concerning who would employ the men for the Labrador Linerboard Mill
in Goose Bay,

MB. CROSBIE: I do not have the anawer here now,

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS (Adjourned debate on the Budpst).

MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I shall thank the minister, He was good

enough to adiourn the debate on last Wednesday thus assuring that in
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fact we had a debate on the Budget. It was one woment when it seems
that we were not to have a debate on the Budget but I thank the
minister for leaping to his feet and for leaping inte the breach,
adjourning the dehate. I thank him alse for not having anything
further to say today. Having listened to two and one half hours of
him last week T think that will do me at least and perhaps he will
take a jaunt around the province for a little bit. We will have
the pleasure I am sure of hearing from him agaln later in this
debate and I for one am looking forward to that.

Mow, Sir, the Budget, any budget to say the least is a very
importent document. The Budget which the minister brought into
the House last week and 1t 1s a document that comes in a little
red book or a wine coloured hook, I guess, and that is wine although
some may think 1t should be whine, that Budget, Sir, is the first
statement we have had of this administration’s philosophy., Thus I
think it is particularly important, it is peculdiarly important
the first time and indeed I think the minister himself =zaid it is
the first time really since 1931 or 1932 since we have had a statement
of a Conservative pdministration’s philosephy respectineg financial
matters.

Ye have heard a great deal from spokesmen for that party over
the years, Sir, but as they were always In opposition thelr remarks yere
for the case of opposition. This Budger was the firat time we have
had any statement, any philesophy, any exposition of what a
Conservative Admindistration, a Progressive Conservative administration
would try to do and would try not to do. At the time,and it was a

gquick reaction.
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MR. ROBERTS: I said the Budger was exactly what I would have expected
from the present Minister of Finance. Upon roeflection, Sir, I think
it is a valild comment, I think {1t stands. It is exactly what 1 would
have expectad from the minister, The Budget and the more vou read it,
Mr. Speaker, the more It comes true. I am sure Your Honour takes it
home to Lewisporte on the weekends and entertains your consitutents
with {llustrating readings from 1t.

The more you read it, Sir, the more vou realize 1t is completely
and utterly bankrupt of any ideas. There is no statement in it of the
future, there is no statement of hope, no statement of any intentions
or any worthwhile intentions., I was quite surprised to see'The
Evening Telegram's" editorial along those lines., WNormally I would
have thought that it would be a matter of some months before the
evening raper would take up its traditional position of opposition
to the establishment. A very noble and honourable position. They
must have been chagrined and as surprised as most Newfoundlanders
were b§ the bankruptcy of the minister's approach, I could use
bankruptcy in the financial sense, Sir, as well as in the intellectual
sense.

The deget does not have in it any statement of the Ffuture,

Mr. Speaker, all it says,time and time againywe cannot, we cannot,
we will not, we shall not, we must not and so forrh. MNow I know the
minister is buslly scribbling it down over there and when he gets up
te speak T know what he will say., He will say, we cannot, we cannot
because of the twenty-three years of spending by a2 Liberal Adwinistratior
thay has left the province in finaneial bankruptey as well as
intellectual bankruptey and so forth. I can hear him now. He will
be quite eloquent, He will be quite ssrcastic. He would doubtless
provoke my friend frem Bell Island as he does so often. But that
. does not take awvay, Sir, from the cgold;hard facr, It does not éor

one mement take away the fact that this statement of the administration's

B
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HME. ROBERTE: vposition is not a statement for the future of Kewfoundiand,
Sir, rather it is a statement of businessmasn, an accountant perhaps

& university professor ov twe, certainly some of the extremely competent
officials in the Department of Finance.

It is not the statement the pecple of Hewfoundland expectad., It is
not the statement the people of Newfoundland wanted. It iz not the
statement the people of Newfoundland hap;d for from an adﬁﬁnisgraticn
that have been put into office with a very wide su@port'thrqughout this
province and with great expe¢tatiensf

50 there is nothing in it expect an attack on the past, an attack
which mainly has overtones and selfﬂjustification_abogt it, It is an
intellectual game of arrogance, The minister has played it before, he
v will play it again. It makes him feel happy. Nothing gives_hi@ more
pleasure than saying, "I told you so.” The mere fact that he has told
us s0 and told us again does not make 1t any more so or any mere true.
Iv is filled ywith some pipus platitudes, It is not filled, Sir,
with any feeling for this province or any concern for this province
or any bellef in {fta future. T, for one, Sir, find no surprise at
81l in the fact that when the Premier returned and came back in the
House, he was in the House before this, but vhen he made his ministerial
statement on Thuraday that he set up a planning committee, I think I
have tha name correct, bu; cartainly that is its purpose, an inner
committes of the ¢a§inet} an inna: cabiget. It was of no surprise.
Firgt of all the ?remier fsuﬂd_it necessary to set up a planning committee,
having heard as we all did thg Budget Speech. He doubtless read it
befo?é. Sécondly,_I was ggt surp:isad_at_gll that the minis:e:_wa&
not on that committes.

T think ;hgt ig one of the better decisions that the_f;emier has
made, Sir(:hat I figd iz i;onig that thg.man whe more thap_amy other
in Newfoundland has made a pq_litir.:al hobby-horse out of talk _abau!:_.
p;iﬂ;it;es and planning, I_suppgse ha:wa$ the first person pg}i;igglly

to ralse this largon. It is a jargon rerm. It 1s a valuable one, but
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MR, ROBERTS: 1t 1s not 2 new ides. The minister was the first one,
he was then on this side of the Houss., Mavbe he was oo that side and
then this side and then that side., But ssyway he was the first to
have raised if.

I find it ivonic in the extrems that the Fremier 414 not put the
minister on that committee., T think 1t 43 significant. T thisk it
bodes 111 for the minister. 7T do not wish hism any 111, Sir. I am
quite amused by the pentleman’s avtlcude. I am not impressed by his
arrogance. T do not pretsnd £o be eloguent, Sir. I do not pretend
ro be eloquent, T do not have the speech writers. I am far more con-
cerned about trying teo say my point and 1f the minister wants io
hecome sarcastlc let him. If he wants to baoome arregant I cannot
atop him either. 3But be is arrogant, Siv, wa have seen that zlready
in this House. The Presmisr is net. 1 nust aay I an gquite surprised
to find that and I am plessed. Haybe the Premler has taken the right
approach.

How, Sir, this budget Is really two separate budgets, We have on
one hand the speech of the miniscer., As he has sald guite properly,
it is his speech. 1t is the Budger Spzech of the Minister of Finance. He
gives it, We brings it into the Heuse. It is his spesch on a motion
that Your Honour do leave the Chair. Tt iz a statement of the aduministration’s
philosophy. 1t is a statement to which every minister must glve
allegiance. It 18 a statement for which every minister of course is
vesponsibie. But it dis, it is, 5ir, the minister’s budget gpeecﬁ,
That is one train of thought, Sir. That is one statemsnt.

On the other hand we have the sstimates which show the detailled
expenditures the government proposs to zarryy out this year, which
show the money they will be asking the House to vote, Sir, first im
a committes and then pnee the committes passes 1t, the appropriations
bills will be put through the Houzss,

S8ir, T submit the fwo ave completely differsnt. You would not knew
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MR. ROBERTS: that the same man had prepared both doguments. Indeed,
Mr. Speaker, we can conclude rhat the same man did not prepare hoth
documents. The Budget, the minister’s speech, the whining document
we have here is tough, It talks tough and then 1t talks more tough.
If you read it and believe it, Sir, vou can bhe filled with forehoding
of what is poing to happen to this province if the minister continues
with this philosophy.

Then, Mr. Speaker, when you come to look at the estimates, the
detailed story,you see guite clearly that the minister did not have his
oun way or he 1s wearing two hats, one oy the other,bacause they are
not the same, Sir. The largest defilcits in Newfoundland's history, this
is from the man who complalns about deficits. WNow yow will say they

were Liberal Covernment programmes. So they were, Sir. But if
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ke has the courage he talks so wuch about, he could end those programmes. I
am not suggesting be does, But 1f he had the courape of his convictions
as he expressed them so often the last twe or three years, he would have
done so, he would cut spending. Indeed, I beldleve, Mr, Speaker, the
minister did cut spending. 1 think he made an honest efforr. Then 1
think that others prevailed. I rhink the gnbinet or a committee of the
cabinet or one or twe members of the cabinet prevailed upon him, 1

say that, Mr, Speaker, from the evidence presented in the Budpget and in
the Estimates, the public documents, from my own knowledge of the minister.
I have known the gentleman for vears. I never served in a cabinet with
him, 8ir, and I never expect to. But, I was a mewber of the House when
the hon. pentleman last hrooght in a Budget or a Budget with which he was
assoclated, That was the famous cholocate«bar budget in 1968, The hon.
gentleman was a member of that cabiner as was the present member for
Fortune Bay. He was a member of that cabinet as was the present Minister
of Justice. The hon. gentleman gave the Budpet address. Well rhat makes
it all the julecier, Mr., Speaker, because the hon. gentleman can then con-
firm me when I say that, without revealing any cabinet knowledge, I was
not privey to any cabinet knowledge, Sir. Oh, I remember all sorts of
references by the minister. 7T am serry; the honourable gentleman. ile
was a minister, Sir, and he probably has hepes of being one again, Many
are called but few are chosen, Sir. Ho he will not be a third-tier
minister. He may be a second-tier.

Mr. Speaker, the budget i{s tough: the estimates are not, Eﬂe minister
has talked like a tiger and acted like a pussy-cat. There is nothing to
this, Sir. We hear talk of discipline. We hear talk of Lr. We all
shivered when the minister went down to the Bankers' institute and
idike a tabby he purred, but now he meows - but then he purred. He made
a speech, Mr. Speaker, I am sure people shivered in their boots. 7T am
;ure as well, the cabinet shivered in their boots at the tough line.

Sir, T have not got the text, I read the newspaper accounts. I have

14985



June 5, 1972 Tape 501 HB - 2

heard the accounts on the radio and television. The minister talked
tough. What was not golng to happen. 3ir. Ve was poing to slash hare
and slash there. 'John the Slasher”. “Jack the Ripper”, they will he
calling him. 1 really believed them, Sir. I know the hon, pentleman.

1 know that this is the way his mind works., I know that he thinks he

is running a business. 1 know that the hon. gentleman believes that

if you can not afford te rum the hospiltals for twelve months vou only run
them for ten. If you get sick in the sleventh, that is vour Fault., You
should have had your priorities better. You should have had vour planning
better. The hon. gentleman’s philesophy, 1t 15 a tenable philosophy.
It is a disasterous philosophy for a Province, $ir, but it is a valid
philosophy. He would be a great professor of a business school or a
great deputy minister. That is what he said at the Rankers' Instirute.
Thera were golng to be no hospitsls. Hae did not say that, but that was
tha implication. There was going to be no, nothing. Did I hear one

of those chirps over there, $ir? The hon. wmember for Burpes. Well, 1
will have a few words on him. It is =zlways a pleasure to talk abour

the honourable gentleman from Burgeo. I guess he is probably the most
expensive "MA” we have ever had elected here, two peint six wmillions

for a fish plant. Considering, after all the honourable gentleman said
publicly it was worth less than one million. We will come back to

that, Mr. Speaker. Yes, the honourable pentleman will have ro answer,
He might get the "Daily News" of February 17, 1972, because that is

the reference to it.

S0, Mr, Speaker, I believe that the hon. minister did mot bring in the
Estimates and Budget that he wanted, I believe he bought in the Budget
he wanted. I believed he knuckled under in the Estimates. I believe he
gave in, I believe there was a terrific struggle within the cabinet or
among or het@een members gf the cabinet, Sir, 1 cannot prove that, I
have no access to cshinet information. But, T can say shat.evary reporter
in this House and I can say that évery member, I believe has heard this

toe, -ili tell of a great strupgle which took place on Thursday and Friday
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of lasv week. The Premlev arrived home. Well, we will not say where

he was. He was on public business. That was what "Information Newfoundland
announced, He was away and he came back. Anyway, he was away and he came
back and for that we should give thanks. He came back and naturally
enough 1 suppose he wanted to loock at the Budge:r. If I were premier, 1
would want to look at 1t too. The minister had heen at it for a while,
tireless as he is and with all the ability that he got. I do not doubr
either his dedication or his ability or his willingnéss to work like a Trojan.
The story 1s, Mr. Speaker, when the Premier came back and he had a look at
it, he and the minister had 2 heart to heart talk down on the eighth floor.
AN HON. MEMBER: Eye ball to eye ball,

MR, ROBERTS: Well it was eye ball to eye ball,if you want to use the Cuban
confrontation., They went up against one another and they took the measure
of one another. The Premier won, Sir., That is why today the Fstimates

nnd the Budget are completely different.

MR. CROSBIE: That is your opinion.

HR. ROSERTS: All right, Mr. Speaker, I expect the hon. gentleman to deny
it. Uhat alse would he do except to deny it7 He did not leave the Cabinet,
So he must deny it. He must even defend this Budper, Sir, and defend these
fatimates. I have no doubt if we could entice the -

MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible,

MR, ROBERTE: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. gentleman would be pood enough to
hold his petulant impatience for a bit,

MR, CROSHTE: e is tempermental, you know.

MR, ROGERTS: He has had two and one-half hours, Sir, ile doubtless will
have many hours more. 1 do net beprudge him a minute of it. I find him
hard to listen to, but T do my best. T have no doubt that 1f we could
entice the Premier into this debate that he too will say the same thing,
%ir. I expect him to, I do not dishelieve them. I merely say, Mr.
Speaker, that every person connected with the public 1ife, the reporters

in the gallery, they cannct speak, they cannot speak in this House. Thay

are not members. They have heard the rumours, Siy, and there have been
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too many rumours from too wmany soureess,
MR, CROGBIE: Who spresd them?
det I, and not any member

MR, RORERTS:

MR. CROSBIF:  EPe made 1t uwp. Oh! Cone

MR, ROBERTR: O, ¥r. 8peaker, the hon.

have to contain himself, or we will just

ruling. Ho, ne, no, Let my colleague
that my colleague and the hon. pentleman

Wa have already had the spectacle of the

i
£~

aver here,

o

pentleras 1s simply soinp te
hiave to ask Your Honcur for a
restrain himself too. 1 know

opposite are like pil and water,

hon. gentleman calling my

colleagues slimy and he called mv colleague here a contesmptible worm

and he called me a ropue., That is

hon. gentleman, we will get move out of hinm.
out, Mr. Speaker, and not se nood at raking it,

1T he wants to leave the House, bv all means do.

I am delighted te see him,
find it very pleasant to gaze upon, very
MR

. CROSBIE:

MR ROBERTS:

There we are apain,

have not said this rumour is true., 1 am

Just a start,

Try to stick teo the trath,

Mr. Speaker.

I am sure that the
He is pretty gpood at dishing
Now let hiim stay quiet,

If he wants to sit there,

e has pot his nice pink tie on today and 1

pleasant indeed.

There we are apain, I

merely saying that T have heard

the rumour as has svery member vf the House, and has every member of the

Press Gallery., They have heard the rumour.

Mz

MR, CROSTTE: He cooked it up.

MR. ROBERTS: Mo, Mr. Speaker. And, Mr,
try to be good encugh to
aow. The pink, I am sorry, if was not a
The pink of his shirt is rising.

South bas to laugh ar that.

restrain himself,

Do not let them see vou, Sir.

Spuaker, would the hon. pentleman
lie is getting flushed again

pink tie, it was a pink shirt.

Even the hon. member from St. John's

o not let the

hon. gentleman be seen by his hon. colleapuss.

Mr. Speaker,

-

budpets here,

We have tha largest defiecit in Newfoundland's history.

I am willing te believe, Mr. Speaker,
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if he is the minister eight or nine or ten months from now when the next

year's budger and estimates are brought in, and he may be and he may not

be. Mere statements that he will be,from anvbedy, do not prove that he

will be. But 1 am willing to bet that next vear we will see deficits

as large or larger. By deficits, Sir, I do not mean defielts on current

accounts, I mean the total cash expenditure, the fact that on capital

account we have large borrowings 5100 milldoms, 5150 millioas. The net this year is
5203,000,Gb0 from all sources. That includes some debt redemptions

and I may add, includes a lot fewer debt redemptions than last year.

Last year the goveroment redeemed $46.3 wmillion in debt. This year the

government estimate they will redeem $28.4 millions. The
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sinking funds are $1.4 million higher,Sir. S0, veu have 38 or $10 million
mera on this vear's deficit, on cependiture, because there is $B or $10
million less on debt redemptions. You will see that next vear, Sir, I
am willing te believe you will see supplementary estimates too,
Supplementary Supply - items that are just as foreseeshle now as anywhere
in the past. That does not mean they are foreseeable. I do not
believe the Minister of Education will be able to pet through the year,
if he really means what he said a few minutes ago about no qualified
student héing denied admission to Memorial. Then, I say now, Mr. Speaker,
the honourable gentleman Qill be in looking for supplementary supply
next year, We have already seen his handling of the bus thing - a
retreat that makes Bonaparte's retreat from Moscow look like a beginmer's
gffort., That is just the start - but I should not be hard on the
honourable gentleman - incompetence is its own reward, as the honourable
gentieman knows. If he wants to be smart, he can say, 'veah, look
at the past,”

Mr. Speaker, we will see when the Minister brings in his budget
next year. Already he has Tun up the greatest spending total and the
preatest deficit in Newfoundland's history, 5138.7 wmilldon, Sir, $33.3
miliion more than last vyear, Tetal borrowingg Sir, are 5200 milldions,
it was $200 millions last vear.

But, Mr. Spesker, ewven with these vast expenditures there are cuts.
The Minister alwmost boasts about them., Indeed, T think he doss, I think
he glories in thewm. T think he feels that they are a very good thing.
I give him credit for being steadfast in his beliefs. The Mothers'
Alibﬁaﬁce is being cut out, Sir. It doss not surprise me when the
Minister was on thils side of the House, indeed Sir, when the Minilsrer
was on that side of the House, as a backbencher, as he was briefly,
until he lefr, even then, Sir, he advogated that this particular programme

be ended. He has been consistent. He has carried on through the years.
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He has not changed his mind 2t all. Wow that he is the Hinister of
Finauce he has carrisd out what he sald, It iz one of the few instances
vhere Le has, but he has dooe thls. They are to be cut off rhe supenditurves,
Sig. Ye will not see z saving of 33.2 million, that is one of the half-
truths in the Budget. There are 160,000 school ghildren in Newfoundland
approximately, $20 sach per year, $3.2 millions in a full vear. You
will not see-a full vear's expenditure this year, Sir.

We have also seen cuts at the vniversity, despite what the Minister
of Education sgys. Ye have geen cuts particularly on the capital
account side, parvticularly as well in the student lsans. As of September 1.
whenever students apply for theilr loans this vear, they will have to borrow
$600 instead of $400. That is = fifty per cent increase. Thay will have
to borrow that much more before they quialify for any of the provincial
government assistance which, from memory, goes hand inm hand Fifty-fifty with
the Canada Student Loan.

But, S5ir, I submit that there is a consistency in these. These are
the two major euts in the Budget. There is a consistency in them, Sir.
There is a philosophy underlining thew. There is a thought. There is
a plan. Both of them,S8ir, hit poorer pecple. They do not hit the well-off
people at all,x I aszgure the honourable gentleman, He has three children.
I am not sure that any of them are at school in Newfoundland. I am not
sure, indeed, maybe  his eldest child or children are finished their high
school education, going to university. He has three children, honourable
gentlemen on the other side have childrem. Some of them doubtlessly got
this allowance. = They may well even have lavghed at it. Just joked at
it., Certainly a $20 bill did not wean anything to them. A $20 bill
meant nothing at all te them., But I can tell them, Mr. Spesker, that
there are thousands of people in Newfoundland te  whom that 520 does
pean something. If this particular administration does not think so,
letr them get out arpund . If honoursble members opposite wers free fo

speak what they bellieved, what they found, they would agree with trhat.
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the money is important, Sdir. The mere fact thatr the Covernment
of Canada are going to bring in a Family Income Security propramme - 1
must say this is one of the mors unhappy  anachronisms T have ever heard.
The mere fact that they are going to bring it in does not excuse it. The
other week the honourable Minister of Socizl Services & Rehabhilitation
was asked about a statement made in Ottawa by John Munroe, the Minister of
Health & welfare at Ottawa. The statement, to be falr, was sade with
reference to the O1d Age Sesurity payment which the CGovernment of Canada
now increase, are ingraasing, the Parlisment of Canada authorized that
a week or two AR0.

Mr. Munro at Ottawa had made a statement in which he said that he had
hoped that the Provinces would not take advantape of the fact the Federal
payments are being Increased 50 as to reduce the provincial payments.
That would be relevant to the paople on Soeclal Sacurity, Sir. Because
a man and his wife on Social Security get more monev than dees one person,
a hugband and wife with one of them qualifying for the 01d Age Security
and the Guaranteed Income Supplement.

So that is what Mr., Munro said. The question, quite properly and
quite naturally was put to the Minister of Social Services & Rehabilitation,
what did he think of this? UWell, Sir, T have not the precise wording of
it here, I am subjest to corvection on it. What he said, we all applauded
when he said that they were not geing to make, they being the administration,
they are not going to penalize the poorer people of the Province. They
were not going to take advantage of Ottawa’'s genevosity to increasing Old
Security Payments to enabls the Provinee te chisel a few bucks on support
for elderly'peeple through the Bocial Assistapce programme. That is whar
the honourablé gentleman sald, Good philosophy. I am sure that all of
us would agree with it. I know that in the past we were not always able
to do that. I think indeed on oceasion 7T zcan remember difference of
oplnion.  But I think that the Cabinet felt that we had to take a different

vack 1in those davs. I am glad the present Usbinet doés nmot, Sir, T think
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that is very good. Our elderly npsed the assistance. Bur then Jack
the Ripper comes in. 5ir, he doss not cut the - rips the mothers' allowance
what is his excuse? Begpuse Ottawa is going to give then some more
RONeY. S0, the taxpayers of Oanada are going to bs asked to put up
mOTE MONey 50 osur government can caryy oub the wish of the Minister of
Finance, the feeling he has had for yeasrs, part of his personal
vendetta with the previous Premier. I think it is rank hypoerisy.
Either the honourshle Minister of Ssccial Services & Eehabilitation
will leave the cabinet or he will have to explsin his statement.
They are not consistent, Sir. They are noi consistent for one
moment.

If the honpurable gentleman, Mr. Spesker, felt it unnecessary
felt the allowances wera not any good, felt they were a bribe or felt
they vere an insult to the mothers of this Province. I do ast doubt
that he and all his friends believe thag. No doubt at all, &ir,
that down on Circulasr Read or even down in the other end of Hogan's
Pond, where the rich people live, as opposed to my end where the
mortgages are what cover the houses, 1 have no doubt, Sir,that they
believe that., They reallv think the pesple do not need it. They
laugh at it, it is only another 520 bill. What iz & $20 bill to them?
But I ean tell Your livnour that there are many people in Lewisporte
Mstrict, in White Bay North oy any othsy distriet I name, the honourable
Minister of Community and Socizl Development in a previous reincarnation
ran a finance company, he gave out loans, I suppose he tried to get
them back. He will agree, that $20 is important to a lot of people.

I was in Buchans on Firday night speaking to a high school graduation.
I did not railse politles with anvbody. I did not feel it was the place.
I can tell the Premier that person after person came up to me and ralsed
the subject. They are not upset about the tobacco rax. It is only
another dellar a carton , I supposs if you are hooked on the habit

another ten cents a packst doss not really matter. 1 do nor think.there
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is any outery against that. But I can tell him this Mothers' Allowance
struck deep and the unlversity cuis have struck deep. Teople in this
province now feel theilr child might not get into umiversity. We have
had a great dream in MNewfoundland mow for fifteen or twenty years Sir.

We have too wmany dreams and dream no little dreams .
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Let the honourabls pentleman remesber that, We have had a policy in

this provinee of any gqualified studept by the unlversity standards {(The
unlversity sets those standards} can get into the vniversity. Well I

do not know 1f that is going o be true this year or not. We will awsit

the statement from the Minister of Education. If it makes as much sense

as his previous statements on bus - the bomourable gentleman misled the
House toe, {I will come back te that) en the bus policy and then retreated in
shame and humiliation ,snd so he should. There has never been as incompetent
a minister and that,Mr. Speaker, covers & lot of ground over twenty-three
years,I can tell you ,

HON, J,A, CARTER (Minister of Eduration): Would the honoursble

gentleman give way for -

MR, ROBERIS: Would I give way for what?

MR, CARTER: Do you want me to make a slight comment?
MR, ROBERTS: Ho, Blr, of course I would not give way rfor him to meke

a slight comment! He can speak all day if he wishes.

MR. CARTER: Very well,

HMR. ROBERTS: He can speak outside the House i1f he wishes or he can

speak inside the House. Let him speak in his turn. I would be interested
and delighted when the honourable gentleman makes his statement, 1 always
listen with interest to them, They are fictional. He stood in the

House, 8ir, on May 2% and he sald: "no school board is going to get less

or substantially less than bus allovances.” On that same day a superintendent
of a board In Newfoundland wrote to we and said, "last year we were gatting
$l$ﬂ,900 and this year, unless the minister changes his formula, we are
getting $75,000," Hay 29, ﬁon&ay . The minister has withdrawn from

that pﬂsﬁiﬁn. He has Eeen pushed back and sc¢ he should have been, He is
alsc now going to set a misleading estimate, We will come to that, But
on the universicy, 5ir, not just on current account but on capital account,
where are the emgineers going to go to school, Sir? Where are all the are

students going to go? The university's enrcliménthas incressed every year.
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Mr., Roberts

Will it this vear, Sir? 1 do not know. Judging from the statement
the hon. Minister of Finance made, it will not. 1 have not asked

the vniversity officially because that is not my role. That is

uot my part, 1 know there is concern over there among the
administration, among the higher bchelons, among the men and women
who have the job of shaping the university. They do not have enpough
on capital sccount, Sir, We did a great deal last year, Sir, and
we did more -~

AN HON, MEMBER: ({Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS: Indeed we did, Sir. Mr. Speaker, let me just comment

on that, The henourable minister thinks he can go through the next four
years mersly reclting what he considers to be the sins of the past, some of
which are sins. I am the first to omit it, Sir. I take my full share

of the responsibility just as the present member for Fortune Bay was the
minister who brought in the "Chocolate Bar Budpet." I am sure he takes
full responsibility.

AN HON, MEMBEE: (Inaudible)

MR. ROBERTS: I am sorry. It wag the gentleman who told me that he
read the budget.

MR. ROWE (W.N.}: He does nof remember which ones he read,

MR. ROBERTS: Well he did not write them,as he himself confessed
afterwards. He did not have the courage to do it at the time., But,
Mr. Speaker, 1f the minister or the Premier thiak the people of Newfoundland
will accept that imstead or in place of a philosophy of government, an
accomplighwent of progress, then they are sadly &istaken. I do not think
the Premier believes that. The Premier is showing himself all the time,
8ir, to be a smarter and smarter politician, infinirely smarter and infinitely
a better politician than the Minister of Fipance,

Mr. Speaker, the uﬁiverﬁity again, the minister's policy there
is anothery case of hittigg the people least able to pay. The sons of the

doctors and the lawyers and the merchants and the people doing well, Sir,
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making $10,G00, $12,000 and 515,000 a vesr, it does not bother them

in the lesst o have to borrow $600 instead of $400, Sir. It does

not bother them at all. My friend from Labrador Horth who has a few pencs
in the bank or out of the bank but has a few pence, {(he does nor have

a son old encugh to go to University ver) but if his sop were at the
university, Sir, it would not bother him o have to borrow $600 instead
of $400,before we got any aid st all. But there are thousands of
Hewfoundlanders, Sir, who are not in that position. There are mary

and even in Labrador West which probably has the highest per capita
income in the province. Evervbody down there is well paid,

AN HON, HMEMBER: (Inaudible}.

MR. ROBERTS: Yes for the honourable gentleman I would any time.

MR, MURPHY: These loans, whep must they be repald?

M. ROBERTS: The lpans, S5ir, are guaranteed by the Government of Canade,
not the goverament of the provinee but by the Government of Canada, which
government pays the interest up to and Including a date one year after
the student either graduates or leaves schoaol,

MR, MURPHY: iIn other words, the parents do not have to pay —

MR. ROBERTS: Oh! I d4id not say the parents,Mr. Speaker.

MR. HURPHY: But inferring that,
MR. ROBERTSE: Mr. Speaker, I am neither stating nor inferring ic.

MR, HURPHY: You are.

MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, if the honourable gentleman thinks he can

read inferences let him read inferences. I will stand by my Qntd.

They are forced to borrow more. Sir, there are many

people liviag - the honourable gentleman is proud of the title, '"The Boy
from Flower's H111'" (Topsalil Pond Subdivision).

MR, MURPHY:  Hopan’'s Haroes .
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WR. ROBERTS: I am one of Hogan's herces sure! Myself and the

Minister of Finance walked on the waters jeintly =% Hogan's Pond,
hand-in~hand. It was guite a sight. HNo/ nel! that is Ode to a Grecian Urn
now, Mr, Speaker. If we stop on the greasy road, who knows who will slip.
Mr. Speaker, there are many people in Newfoundland to whom the thought of
borrowing money - 1 supppse to auny people, to the minister because he has

a horror of borrowing money. His figures are a little larger. Ha is
dealing with the province and not with an individual family, the needs

of a family. 1 stand by iz, I think the honourable gentleman will agree
with me that this will hurt the students, It will stop them, I will waic
and see now. Maybe it is all part of the one plan. On the one hand,

the Minister of Education is not going to be zble to provide the unilversity
with enough capital and on the other hand, they will reduce the enrollment-
Well that makes sense, if they want to do that, But either way, Sir,

this is the e2nd of the policy of an open wniversity, If I am not correct
and I hope I am not, lat the minister get up and say it. Let him retreat

again, We better get that record, "Bonaparte’s Retreat and a

ideele drum for the minister when he makes his statement . It should not
be like thar. It is nor fair to pick on him, is 1t? It really is not,

If the Lord helps those who cannot help themsalves,then he got much help

from the Lord and I de not wmean Stephen Tayler.

AN HON, MEMBER:  {Inaudible}

MR, ROBERTS: Oh! listen to him.
AN HON, MEMBER: You are shivering in your boots.

Mit. ROBERIS: Ha, somebody else came through!

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, the Budget Speech ig a very clear indication
of the poverament's philosophy. I do not think these words are used
in the speech. I do not think they were used by the minister in any of
his comments. I think they are probably newpaper words or editorial

words but it is "a tighten-the-belt-budget.” The only problem is that

»

1509



June 3, 1972 Tape np. 303 Pags 3

Mr. Roberis.

the guy whese balt gets tightensd is the poorer man again. “There is
no belt rightening down on Ciyeular Road nor is there any on the end
of Hogan's Pond, I do not even thiuk there is wuch on Topsall Pond
really or any of the sther, Lawrence's Pond, 1 can tell the honourable
gentleman that in Buchan's vhey feel iz, I have heard from my own
district, In the little places, just ordinary people trying mavbe

to get a kid off te University or keep their kids in school - ler

the hon. gentleman from Labrador West laugh and let him smirk. Let him
smlrk if he wants to! 1 do mot care abosut the honourable gentleman's
heart, I do not know if he has one.

AN HOH. MEMBER: ({Insudible.

MR, ROBERTS: I do not even care gbout his head, 1 am not evea sure he
has one of those.

(AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudiblie}

MR ROBERTS: He has something on top of his shoulders.

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible),

MR, SPEAKER: Qrder!

MR. ROBERTS; Mr. Speaker, I =m gquite serious. There are many
people over this province - I wish the honourable gentlemen opposite
could read my mail. I do not hesr only from pecple in my own districr.
1 hear from people who cannot see the Minister of Community and Social
Development. Let him go back to Buchans and meet the union. They

are waiting to see the honourable gentleman,

AN HON., MEMBER: The compassion is overwhelming,

MR, ROBERTS:  The honourable gentleman's compassion - np I have ne
compassion for the honourable gentleman, 5ir. He went to Buchans and

a date was made with his executive asgistant, his high-price Grand

Falls executive assistant. I believe he is getting 512,000 a year, Sir.
Twelve thousand is what the estimates say. A date was made with him o
come to Buchans, the minister and the Minister of Health, to talk with the

hospital committee, a private group perhaps but a group that speaks
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was slected to the public meeting, a group that has a right to be
heard. Ve believe in participatory democarcy. The minister was in
and out of Buchans before anybody knew ip. He "snuck” in and he
“amuckUout.

AN HON, MEMAER:  The "roasdrunmer.’

¥R, ROBERTS:  "Yeah' the "roadrunner” misght be it. Then, he had the
pall %o say that he had never heard of ir, he did not know of the
appointment, that his friend dn Crand Talls, Mr. Tieks, Mr. Sam Dicks,
had not teld him of the appointment. That Is a first-class executive
assistant. 1 am sure the member for Ferryland tells the Premier of
his appointments, I am auite sure of thar,

AN BON. MEMBER:  You do mot know what you are talking about,

¥R. ROBERTS: T only know, Mr. Speaker, what five men told me in
Buchans on Friday evening. I know vhat they told me, 8ir. I have a
letter from them saying the same thinp. T have seen the letter of
abject apology the minister wrote them. What the minister does not lknow,
is that his own secretary here in Confederation Building called those
men on that day and said, namiapg the hon. minister; "Have wou seen the
minister? He is supposed to be meeting with you and I have a messape

3

for him." He did not know that his secretary here in the building
called looking for him,

MB, SENTOR: > got the message,

ME. ROBERTS:  The hen. gentleman will get the messape when those men
in the union get hold of him. #He will get the message, it will come
back to him as well, Sir. it «ill come back to him., A tvelve thousand
dollar a year executive assistant who cannot even get a messape to a

Minister of the Crown in his own distrier.

AN HOM. MEMAER: It will not do you a bit of good.

ME, BOBERTS: ° 1 do not care if it will do me any good, Sir, T am not
concerned about me. I am not even comcerned about the minister, but I

am concerned about the people in Buchans or anywhere else for that

watter. Let them laugh, Sir, T have seen that before, indeed, I may
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have heen part of it before.

AN HOH, MEMBER-  That is an excellent golf course...

MP. ROBERTSY He will come te the zolf course. I hope they have piven
the hon. minister, Sir, a membership in it. The Premier alsc is a
golfer, but I can claim no such atlethic prowess. The Prerior could

go out and tee -~ Is tee-pfif the -~ "veah' vou tee-off in polf do vou

not?

SOME HON. MTMBERS:  (Inaudible)

MB. ROBERTS: I am sorry, we will come to that later., Well, we will
come back to that polf course. 1 believe it was probably recomsmended

by the officials during our tenure of the ministrv. T can tell the

hon. gentleman the cabinet turned it down. A new cabinet came in - 1

am sarry again, the hon.

AN HON. MEMBER: (First part inaudible) cabinet secrecy?

MR, ROBERTS: HNe, it is no cabinet secret, $ir. It was net done. 1If it
were recommended by the officials and not done, obviously it was turned
dowvn by the ministry. ¥r. Spesker, since that we have seen the belt
tightening and we will see wmore. They have cutr capital account, or

they are not spending as much this vear as last yesr even though the
deficits are larger, but that is because of the Stephenville requirements
for the mili, te finish the mill in Stephenville. They have cut Highways
from 541 millions to %21 million or $21.3 millions. I find that very
intaresting. Apain, it will hurt poorer parts of the province. It
means that there is no Twillingate Causeway unless they do some fancy
double work. It means that werk is now stopped. What money they spent
on a negotiated contract during the election has been spent.

We hear petition afeer petition being brought in. The hon.
gentleman from Trinity South brought one in tedav from fireen’s Harbour
and Hopeall, I believe for a bit of pavement. They should have 1it,
maybe they will get it. 8ir, the Premier has a crack?

MR. MOORES:  Would the hon. Leader permit a question?
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ME. ROBERTS:  Yes, Mr. Speasker, any time.

MR, MOORES: ALY right, in cabinet when the contract for the Twillinpatie

Causeday was negotiated ar that time,

MR. ROBERTS:  WMr, Speaker, first of all, if I may quote the Premier’s

House Leader, we should not use the word “vou.” The gentleman...

MR, MOORES: I am sorry.

MR. POBERTS: The minister made a great point about that the other day.
I said that during the period leading up to the March slection

the Twillingate Causeway extension was nepotiated. If T am wrong, T will

stand corrected quite gladly, If I &m wrong and mavbe T am, I did not

ring anv of the men vho gould tell me,

AN HON. WEMBFR:  What period?

MR, ROBERTS: Pardon mal

AN BON, MEMBER:  During what peried?

MR, BROBERTS: During the period from January 1Bth., or after January

18th. when the ministry chanped hands. The peried leadinpg up to the

March electdon.

MR. CROSBIZ:  {Inaudible)

I am sorry?

M. CROSBEIE:  There was another contract formed.

MR. ROBERTS:  There were two contracts. Phase (1) was done last summer
and I belisve it was done on public tender. Am I correct? There was a

a tender called and Western Construction pot the contract. Western
Construction carried on on a negotiated contract., Abeut $A00,000 was
spent. 1 have no doubt good money was pot and a negotiating contract on
those terms or those conditions is not unusual when you have a contractor
on site. The fact vemains, as T understand it the contract was negotiated.
If ¥ am wrong I will gladly admit 4t, if T am -~ T will look it up. I
cannot ask the deputy minister, I mean, I have no ripght to that information

from officials any more.

¥e have seen cuts In the proposed expenditure on our highwavs.

HWe are not going to ses much work done this vear. I would think the monev
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in the estimates - when we come to the acting minister, T am sorry
that the minister himself s not baek. I understand he is on the mend.
is he? GCood, well that ig good. T would dmapine this work vwill merely
carry on the work in pregress.

The ¥inister of Fisheries, who down in Bay D'Espoir durine
March was saving; "The road will be naved from Milltown right arcund to
St. Alban's and the work will start rhis vear.’ Well that mav be in
here, Sir. I hepe it is, for the hon. pentleman's sele. All the other
promises that were made during the March election, and T am not even
talkinp as vet, we will here a lot in the vears to come about the
Northern Peninsula voad. During the October election the member for
St. John's West, the present Fipance *Hnister made a speech on the radio,
on the C.B.C, free-time broadeast, in which he said the Progressive
Conservative Administration would recomstruet and pave that road. I
fervently hope they will, T fervently hope so. It is the ionpest road
in the province. ‘There are as many people served by it as by the Burin
Peningula read. Now that the Burin Peninsula read is all under contract
or akout to go under contract, tharks to Don Jamieson, I may add
something that has been recognized by the people up there. They have
asked. petitioned formally, I understand the joint councils have written
to the povernment, I do not know to whom, but o somabody in the
government asking 1f the highwavy cen be named the Dop Jamieson Hishway.
I think 1t would be very good,it would he very hiz of the present
administration 1f they were to do it. Tt would also he very fair.
MP. M.HLROWE:  The hon: mermber for Burin thought it was goinp to be the
Hickman Highway.
MR, ROBERTS- Ro. it will not be the Hickman Hiphway. ¥o, oo it will
not, the Hickman Highway runs from Lawn down through Lord's Cove, and
Lamaline, thé loop, they call it, the loop. We will sec if that iz done
this year. We will see if the municipalities are going to pet their
work done this year, all the share-cost paving projects that were poing
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to happen.

i hope hon. pgentlemen opposite are listening, because, I
am trying to help them. They wilil be back with their constituents
trying to explain this. Trying te explain it, trying to defend it.
They will blame 1t on us, they will say; "Bye, Stephenville, she's awful
tight.” Somebody may look at them and say; "Well, funny, during the
election vou knew of Stephenville, vou announced it during the election,
how come you still made the promises? It is not as if vou were a
government coming into offdce, it is not asz 1if vou were a new crowd
that took over, you had been in office for a couple of months.

We will find out about the Port aux Basques water system.
You know, that 1s something that needs to be done. It greatly needs to
be done, it should be domne.
MR, EVANS: It is golng te be.
MR. ROBERTS: I agree it is polng to be, but the ouestion is  when and
by vhom and on what terms?
MR, EVANS:  This year.
MR. ROBERTS: 1 hope so, this year. TIs it poing to come out of the §1
million allocated for water amd sewers? Part of it will come from Ottaws
under the DREE programme, part of 1t may even come under the DREE
Industrial grant, part of it will have to borne by the promise ~ borne
by the provinee. It will not be borns by a promise, it mav be borne by
the province.
AN HON. MEMBER:  {Inaudible)
ME. ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman, it is a pood guestion whether that
goes ahead,
AN HON. MEMBER: Ho guestion,

THR, BOBERTS: We will find out about the - well T howe there is no
question. T dearly love it. The one thing I regret ever in povernment,
is that we belng the Province of Newfoundland cannot spend everything

that people want and need. The needs of this province are incredible.
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The hounourable, learned ond 0.€. nemher

has needs in his constituency. He has brought in a counle of petitions

and put them up on rhe table and supported them very well ®
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1 hope that work is done thie vear. 1 am reasonably sure it will not
all be done. T hope some pers done. There 1s not a district in this
province that doos not have needs except maybe S5t. John's West and 1
am not even sure about St. John's Centre. 1 suppose there are no
roads needed din 5t. John's Centre but there is housing needed, badly
needed housing,

MR, MURPIY: The past twenly yesrs.

MR. ROBERTS: OF course, the past 120 years.

MR, MURPHY: HNo, twenty vears,

MR, ROBERTS: Ho, all of ir dates from 194%. ALl evil, Mr, -~

We have a2 new thenry, Sir, everything was prosperity until 1949 and
2ll evil dates from 1949. That sounds pood. There will be 3 course
on that at university,Newfoundland Folk Lore and Myths.”

Mr. Speaker, the honourable gentleman's district has real needs
and so does everv part of Newfoundland., Carbonear has needs, roads,
hozpitals, housing. Thevy are not going to get anvthing out of this
Budget except for a hespital and we will come back to that. Rut,

Sir, the philosophy of this administation again has been hypocritical.
They made these promises. They want arvound the province promising
everything they could think of - a medical clinic in Terrenceville

and all the other things, wonders were going to come to Fortune Bay.
Too bad the Minister of Highwavs is not here, he is 111 although he is
recovering and that Is good, burt he went around in a povermment helicopter
promising evervthing., My friend from Donavista Worth is not with us
today but down in VWesleyville one morning they look up and like an
avenging angel the Tory candidate and the Minister of Highways land
from the sky and they step out of the helicopter and there they are
and iike Moses striking his wand on the Red Yea the winister waved

his hand and said, "There will be pavement.”

Well, thev better look at annther miracle, Mr. Speaker. Thay
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better look at the loaves and fishes if they are going to do that
work with the $21. millfons they are asking for this vear and 1f
we listen to the minister for next year there will he none or less.
N01ld Jack the Ripper i1s at it again. I belleve him, He will de 1.
I will give him credit for that. If he can ger away with 1t he will
do it. He will do {t. We will end up with a balanced Budget,
Mr. Speaker. She will be balanced. As a matter of fact we may even
have a few millions in the bank. It would be great. It would he ust
great. Of course, we will not have anything else, You cannot have
it both ways, S%ir.
During election we heard of promises and all we hear new is their
crying "wolf" During the election, Mr. Speaker, they knew they
were taking over Stephenville. The honourable the Premier and the
honourable the Minister of Finance and I suppose the honourable
gentleman for Port au Port went out on a stape in Stephenville and
3t. Stephens and said, "We will take it over.” They did not tell
us about the $5. million gift. We are still hearing about that.
There was no talk then of belt.tightening, Sir. Then it was milk and
honey in the Promised Land. . There was not a district in the
province where the Tory candidates did not make nromises except
Humber West. There was no need to make them there.
MR, PECKFORD: And Green Bay.
MR, ROBERTS: There were no promises made in Green Bay. Well, that
1s pood because the honourable pentleman -
MR, WILSON: None made in Port de Crave either.
MR. ROBERTS: Wow we are goiug to hear, Sir, now we are going to hear
and I hope the honourable gentleman's constituents - There was one
promise made in Port de Grave.
MR, WILSON: There was no promise wmade in Port de Grave.

-

MR. ROBERTS: There was one promise made in Port de Grave and it will be
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kept. The honourable gentleman should not hurry. He should not -
MR, WILSON:  {Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS:  The honourable gentleman should be guiet for a wminute
a3 1 am trying to help him. There was n promise made and ir will be
kept. The promise was made of no hospital in Bay Roberts and that
promise is belng hept. That promise ig being - The Minister of
Health nods, the Mimister of Finance nods, there will he no hospital.
That promise was made. There will ba ne hospital here and that
promisa will be kept.

A HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible}.

MR. ROBERTS: Well, it is a pood thing, Whether the people of Bay Roberts
will consider a hospital in Carbonear or substitute, but that is what
they ares getting.

AN HOM, MEMBER: (Inaudible).

ME, ROBERTS: Oh, I would not attempt to name anything the honourable
gentleman says. I know what promise he is going to deliver on.

AM HON, MEMBER: “Yeah.”

MR. ROBERTS: "Yeah.” Let him say "Yeab." Let him say "Yeah.” Now,
Mr. Speaker, there iz znother two-gided. another part of this where
it is like Janus they have two sides. Every day we get patitions
coming in this House. We hear from members on the other side and

we oven hear from the member for Harbour Grace when he is not digging.
We hear from him. He comes in and he presents his petitions and so
he should, 5ir, so he should. Sc he should,as that is one of his

ichs as a member. Ue hear of neglect over the vears. and members
apposite and mewbers on this side can point to hundreds and thousands .
of things that are not dome in ¥Newfoundland that need to be done. T
could start in Baledigh Iin White Bay Horth and go through all the -
communities in White Bay North and work down probably the whole

-

Horth East {oast and name thinpgs that need to be done, many of them..
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If "that be neglect go it is neplect,as they have not been done.

The fact is there. They need to be done. People want them. Petitions
come in and vet the same time the Minister of Finauce is up saying,
"You spent too much., You have spent too much. Cut her back. Rip

her up,” which he does.

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS: Oh yes, ves, we will go on that, yes. The honourahble
rentleman dup for months and he has found -~ Whare is his evidence?

Let him bring it out of the waste.

AN HOM. MEMBER:  What about the teletype machines?

MR, ROBERTS: Yes, what about the teletvpe machines with information
about Newfoundland? What abour the 815,000 z vear for the reporter
who covered impartially the Premier's election campaign? That is a
good -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR. ROBERTS: That i not had. T remember the honourable pentleman
was here, hearing the esloquence with which he dencunced the "Bulletin.”
Almost the tears would come to veur eves.

AN HON. MEMBER: $168,000.

MR. ROBERTS: The $168,000. What is the $168,0007

AN HOM. MEMBER: The Bulletin.

MR, ROBERTS:  The Bulletin, alright so that is pone now, that is cut,
that is done. I am not even complaining aboutr that, it is done. It is
not being spent. What about the 513,000 now for the chlef preas
officer? What about all the nther things, the teletypes? Not bad, not
bad. What about flying newsmen in for the weekend and giving thenm
receptions? 1 am all for that. I think the whole province should pet
in on that, send a twin otter out to Deer Lake and load it up with

the press, the West Coast, bring her in. That is the way, boys! Goed

stuff that. That is belt tightening. There will be a lot of belt
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tightening over that, move belts than belr tightening.

Mr. Speaker, the poveroment zannot have it both wavs., If they
feel that the people of Hewfoundland, the province cannot affprd
the level of expenditures rthar we have besn having, they feel thag
and they guarral with rheir conelusion, but T will not guarrel with
thelr right to have that belief and have that feeling.But if they
feel that, 5ir, then let them live up to 1t, let them aet ke it.
Let us not have a pussy cat approach. Let us have a timer approach.
Cut her, bring her in and cut her. Take the estimates and slash
them but do net come in and talk touph and then when the estimates
are brought in the talling tough has become a powder puff. That
is not what the people of Wewfoundland sent this adeinistration
into oifice for. That is not what they are iooking for, that is
not what they are holding them sccountable far in a few years. They
want te know what this crowd are polng to do for Newfoundland, Sir.
They want to know what they are goinp to do about the commitments
and promises.

You know, are we really in the world, Sir, and to read the
Budget Speech you would rhink so? Are we really in the world where
if we cannot vun the hospitals for twelve months we will shut them
down In a wmonth-ten? T do not for a moment believe we are. The
former Deputy Minister of Health, Dr. Miller, one of the preatest
public servants this province has cver had, alwavs sald when estimates
came along and the perennial word came down first from Sir Walter Marshall,
when he was controller of finance, and laterally from Mr. Dennis Creom
and then from the Treasury Board which gquite properly took over the
function and the present Treasury Board Secretariate, of course, was
builc by the previous administration and the fine apd capable crowd
of public servants they are,but the word would come down, the director

would come down and cuf the expenditures and Dr. Miller would say, "Well,
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we will cut them but every time the patients at the General Hospital
will still get thedr meals. 7 So they will, so they will. That is
what happened to the minister. He set out with the best of intentions
and ran in - He set out like a tiger but he ran inte the real tiper
in the Cabipet. Down last Thursday night and last Friday on the
eighth floor, Sir, the meetings were held. As a result we now have
this new set of the estimates, a set essentially like any government
would have brought im except that if we had cut the mothers' allowance.
if we had heen so foolish as to do that,we would have put 1t back in

education, would have used, scmething 1ike the pupil-teacher ratio.
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MR, ROBERTE: That 1g fine., I mean redirections within programmes are
fine. But all this is taken out of the pockets of the mothers of
Wewfoundland nov. A twenty dollar bill ripped our of thelr pockets
and nothing but hard words put in its place.

Hr. Speaker, the problems of budpeting are gulte familiar te =y
colleagues and me, we have been through it. 7T think T know exactly
what the Minister of Health went through this vear with his estimates.
I have been through it. So has the gentleman from White Bav South,
the gentleman from Fogo, the gentleman from Bell Island. They have
all been through the hudper. Tndesd, rhey have all served on Treasury
Bpards in the past. They know the sweat and the toll that gees into
it. They know that it is really impossible, there is not enough money
to do everyihing that should be done. They know it 45 a hard process
of having to decide what vyou are poing to do and how much you are
going to do, 1 think alss T am prepared to adwmit that there are no
maglec answers. I have no magic scolutions., If I were the premier of
the province today, I would not knov how to find hundreds of millions
of dellars. T know if T were rremier the honourahle gentleman would
not be on my side of the Fouse. T would not have him. T have pot
taste if nothing else.

Mr, Speaker, we are familiar with this and T do not expect any
maplc answers from anybody., 1 dp not know how the hospitals are poing
to be Tun in five years. When John Monroe brings in this plan
wherebhy he puts a ceiling on of a nine percent or a ten percent annual
gross and our costs are going up from eleven percent to fifteen
percent. ¥e had years 1a this province, Sir, when we tightenasd the
helr and.if the honourable gentleman thinks back to - he was then
an administrator or whatever, he was running,in effect,the Carbonear
Hospital, when we said a thrae percent raise and that was it. The
hospitals told us, we canpot do 1t our inevitable cost increases are
more than three parcent,just to stand still they are more than thres

percent.
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MR. ROBERTS:  Vhat about all the new services we need? What about all
the new services? We sald, sorry that is all the proviace can afford,
you will have te live with it. The hospitals did live with it. Ve

are going te see more rhan that, Sir. I do not know the answers. T

do not know the answers at all. Newfoundland must have public services.
Hewfoundland can only have them by borrowing. I do not think the size
of the deficit should be our concern. Indeed the statements in the
budget on the debt are misleading. They are truthful as far as they

go, it is the minister's technique, hut they do not go very far.

Let them point out that If we did not rather have Bay D'Espoir.

It 1s a guarter of a billion. The debt is 51 billion and some odd,
$1000 million and whatever the figure is. Then roughly 5250 millions
of that is for the Bay D'Espoir project and the related projects, the
transmission lines. Another $20 million, 330 million or $40 million
is for housing. HNet a enough of it but the housing down in the centre
of St, John's, a part of that is In the debt. A part of it is for
hospitals. Not enough. I agree not enough., A part of it is indirect,
£.P.A. ig in there and the Stephenville Mill is now hecome a direct
ohligation., The Come-bhy-Chance project.

Sure they are indirect obligations of the province, the Come-by-
Chance has $30 millions direct. It is a crown company that has another
$130 millions in ir, It is not an obligation to the province,there is
no guarantee to the province. You can decide for yourself, Mr, Speaker,
whether the province would wish a crown corporation to default.

But, Sir, ;hqsa are self-liquidating, T think, perhaps wé should
get a breakdown_of the debt. Maybe the minister could bring one in,
S8ir, a table. He has che officials down there to_do it, 1I have not.
A table ghowing how wuch has been spent over the vears on hospitals
and how much on roads and how much on water and sewer services and
how much on housing. It might be very interesting, Tt might be a

~

ot of things.
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MR, ROBERTS: I agree not enough has been done. Every time a member
opposite sayd. “boy that is neglect, not done in twenty-thres vesrs.”
We will say, veu fellows got a point, haoy, it should have bsen done,
Sure the road arcund the loop should have been paved on the Burip
Peninsula, Everybody is for that. 3Zp should the people on the
Northern Peninsula,should have had pavemsnt., Of course, they should.
AN BOY, MEMDER: Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTS: Mo, T know, we are quite In apreement on this.

The problem is, whare doss the wmoneyv come from? And what do you
use it for? When Jack rha Ripper gets through, 8ir, we balance, Ve
will probably balance our own capital account., We can see it now
a capital aceount expenditure of $18 millicn or whatever we can raise
by appropriations—in-aid.

AN HON, MEIMBER: Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTS: That is the honourable Minister of Provincial Affairs
problem, the price of baer. There was a letter in the paper this
morning, was there not? VWheever Mr. Littlejohn 1s, he is obviously
a bear drinker.

AN IOM, MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTS: 0Oh, I am all for that.
MR. WURPHY:  Sure you are.
MR, ROBERTS: If young people in Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker, if young
people in Newfoundland gan vote at eighteen to send members to ﬁarliament
and ezn vote at nineteen to zend members to this House,then T think
they have got the mafordity. I think they have got the majority and
the vesponsibility to decide whether or net they wish to take'a &fink.
I£ the honourable gentleman dissprees with me, T will gladly —
| MR, MURPEY: Tnaudible,
MR. ROBERTH: My, Speaker ,vho has the house? Yell, the honourable
centleman has the house at Topsall Pond, but who has the floor?

I said it and I belleve it and my colleapues belileve it and we will

see vhethey the government does or not, But if a young, let me repeat
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MR. ROBERTS: dt, if & young person in this province at sipghteen is
able to go and fight for Oueen and country and if he is able to vote
for & member of parliament and at nineteen in this province 1f he is
able to vote for the provimcial election te send all of us here and
if he 13 able to vote for municipal elections, town councils and

city councils, Sir, T feel no reason why he cannot be given the right
to decide for himself whether he wishes to drink or net. 7T will tell
the honourable gentleman if that young man wants to drink, he does
drink. He does drink now. ©h, but -

MR. MURPHY: Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTE:1f the honourable gentleman is against the younger people,
let him be, 1 do not think his colleagues will agree with it.

MR. MURPHY: If the honourable member -

MR, ROBERTS: T fully expect them, T fully expect them to bring
legislation into this House. I hope thev do. I will support it.

AN BON. MEMBFR:  Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTS: I am sorry?

AN HON, MEMBER:  Tnaudible.

HR.“ROBERTSL You need to lower it te eighteen not to nineteen -

AN Tow, MEMBER:  Not to nineteen,

MR. ROBERTS:  That should be done by an Order-in-Council. We did
not do i,

MR. MURPHY:  ¥hy?

ME. ROBFRTS: Why? That 1s another story, we did not do it.

MR, MURPHY:  Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTS: I take the responsibility but would the honourable
gentleman from Green PBay do 1t? Would he lower the ape of majority
in all purposes to the age of nineteen?

AN HON. MEMBER:  Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTS: I cannot but I will have a word with the Premier if it

will help. T doubt if it will. Will the honourable pentleman do ir?
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¥R, PECKFORD: 1 will plve it very sericus censideration.
MR, ROBERTE: ©Oh, oh. we will have a task force. Let him make up
his wind, 54{r. All the honourable members opposite will have to.
T know the Minister of Justice would like to do it.
MR, VICEMAN:  Te do vhat?
ME. ROBERTS: To lowver the age of majority to ninetsen thaf can be
done hy order and then geo further and make 1t edighteen. We will see
what the cabiner will do, Sir. We will see what the government do.
But 1f I am wrong the peopls of Newfoundland know how to make me pay
the prige.but I will take the stand., 7T believe in it. ¥f T am wrong,
I am wrong, 1f T am not, so he it. it is not all puts. Tt is the
matter of common sense. The honourable pentleman is the one who talks
like a tiger and acts 1like a pussy.
MR, CROSEIT:  Meow!
MR, ROBERTE: The only thing 1s he is not very good at drinking milk,
Mr. Spsaker.
MR, MEARY: Cocktails.
ME, BOBERTS:  Maybe moose wilk, but not milk.

Hew I see him out walking on the water at Hogan's Pond, boy,
I look down from the house and see hilm out for a stroll of an evening.
it is guite a2 sipght. It 1s quite a sight.
E?E;ézﬂyﬂ£§i? Inaudible.
MR, ROBERTE: MNo, I agree. No, T agree. I agres. T apgree. The
Premier would not even dream of doing 1t. But the Premier is very
gooed at pulling the plug.
AN BON, MEMBER-  Does he have a 1ife jacket on?
MR. ROBERTS:  No,, he does not have a 1ife jacket, he does not know
. whare the rocks are efther, he just pets out and sirolls.

Mr. Speaker, the bodpet paints a very bleak pilcture for the future
of this province, 1f you take just what is in that document. It is
bleak in philosophy., this,barren of ideas. T think the budget 4s a

fallure. It is a statement of a phtlosephy for this province. It is

1527



June 5, 1972 Tape 506 PK -~ &

MR. BOBERTS: a2 statement of hypocrisy. 1t is not consistent with
the estimates. It iz not consistent with the actions of rhis
administration. It is exactly what we expected from the present
Minister of Finance. Exactly. I was not surprised at all when he
brought it over to me a few minutes bhefore he read it, about quarter
of three he was good enough to bring It intc me and I looked through
it carefully. My only surprise was that the cuts were not bipper,
the cuts were not greater. But then when T heard the story from -

I started from people in the press,about the row on the eighth floor,

about the fact that the Premier had
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zotten back and had informed the Minister of Pinance of certain of

the reaiirles of 1ife. That explained 1t and it made sense. I
believe that story to be frue, Sir, T savy I do not kpow if it is true,
but I believe it to be true.

AN BOY. MEMBER: {Tnaudiblie)

PR, ROBERTS:  Well, T do not disbelieve the hon. pentleman.

AN HON, MEMBER: ¥ot a word of truth.

MR. ROBERTS: T may add, T fully expected him to say that, he would
have to say that.

M. CROSBBIE:  You are saving in effect that T am a ldar.

VR. ROBERTS: Mo, no ...

MR. CROSBIE: There i1s not one word of truth in that.

MB. ROBERTS:  Mr. Speaker, I would not dresm of calling the hon.
rentleman a ldar.

AN HON. MEMBER:  When you are.

MR. ROBERTSE: I do nmot, Sir. 1 say it cateporically, 1 do not
disbelieve his statement.

Mp. CPOSBIE: Not an fota.

MR, ROBERTS: I do not disbelieve his statement

MR. CROSBIE:  Heart to heart, lung to lung, brain to brain...
M. ROBFERTS: Eye to eye, hand te hand?

5OME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible)

MR, ROBERTS: T must say that 1s a little close, even for cabinet
colleapues. I always thought the Premier had much better taste than
that .
AN HON. MEMBER:  Teach him how to walk on water.
yg,wgggﬁéggii Who, the Premier teaching the minister or the minister
teaching the Premier? The Premier will teach the minister some lessons
before we are through 1 can tell you.

Mr. Speaker, let me take 2 look at one or two of the specific
points raised by the minister further down in his speech. My

colleagues will be touching on these,OF course, when the estimates come
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up we will have a chance o say a few well chosen words on each of

therm, partieularly mow that we are going inte evening szssions and

we will not sven pet the nice long summey evendngs to -~ well, think

about ir.

ME. W.N.ROWE- It iz the hon. member’s fault.

MR. BOBERTS:  Yes, speak to vour House Leader, Mr, Speaker. e is

the fellow, the whip, the hard-hearted fellow. Ye is a worthy

sucoesser o Les Curtds, Bir. Mr. furtis was House Leader for twenty

or twenty-gne vears, the member for Twillingate.

MR, W.H.ROWE: A hearr of stone,

MR, BROBERTS:  Boy, he had a heart of stone. His only idea was; "Well

we will tomerrow afternoon.  "Sir, 1t is Saturday.” ‘Well, what are

vou dolng anyway, come on in.” The present House Leader, Sir, is like

all House Leaders, you will see him over there and he fidpets and he

says; Let us give everything fair greeting today.” Tr is endemic to

House Leaders. The opposition, vou know, the hon. pentlepan fidpets every
time anvhody pets up to speak. On his side he can turn them vith

a.look and shrivel them.

MR, VARSTALL:  (Inaudible)

MR, ROBERTS:  So the hon. pentleman should, so he should. Bur that is

endemic to House Leaders, that 4is what we are used to. It will 7o on,

we will take our time, Sir. I suppose we will get her throuph by whaty

Mid-September with any luchk?

MR. W.H.BOWE: T was counting on August 20th.

MR, BROBERTS:  You want it August 20th. eh? ¥We get Regetta Day off

though. Do we get Regetta Day, Mr. Speaker?

AN BON, MEMBER: {Inaudible}

MR, ROBIRTS:  No?
AN HOM. MEMBFR: Regstta Day is enly a holiday for 5&. John's.
MR. ROBERTS:  Most of this govermment are from St. John's, but if we

do not get Repetta Day do we get Labour Day or i3 that a day to labour?

How about givic hwliday? ALL right, we pet civie holidav.
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AN BON. PEVBER:  (Inaudible)

MR. BOBEETS: I heard a auirp from Harbour Crace.
MR. YOUMG:  Yes, 1 think we avre in labour listening to the hon. member.
MR. ROBERTS: I think that fs very decent of the hon. gentleman.

AN HON. MEMBER:  {Inaudible}

ME, POBERTS: 1 bave ne hesitation in recommending that any gentleman
opposite vho want to take advantape of the hon.pentleman's services
should do so.

AN HON. MEMBER:  He iIs taking vour measure...

MP. RDEERTS: Vhen the hon. pantleman looks at an individual and says;
How are you feellne?” He has mixed motives I can tell vou. It is
like poing to 2 senator and saying: "How are veu today senator?” The

senator clings ~ hold on now, tha flower of Flower's Hill, the tulip
from Topsall Pond.

MR, JURPHY:  (Inaudible)

MR. ROBERTS:  What was that again?

MR, MURTHY: I was talkinpg to someonz the other day and he said: “How

are you? Hot well I hope.

MR. ROBERTS:  That could have been the hon. gentleman from Harbeur Grace.
"How are vou feeling?® TWell.,” Sorry to hear that.” Or as my collearue
says, He takes your measure.’” FBut, he puts us 2ll under in the long

THn.

Mr. Speaker, one of the points made by the minister was the
Development Ceorporation. He reaffirmed, I think he said it previously
on other public occasions that this is poine shead., All of us on this
side velcome that, Sir. .John MNolan worked very hard to bring this about
while he was the Fconomic Development Minister. 7T think if the present
minister has the grace, which 1 sometimes think he has, T think he will
say 0. I am glad he is takiog up the work and carrying it on and
finishing it., 7T think i; is a good sugpestion, it 1s a geod programme,

it is a good initiative by the government. ¥e need small industry io
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Hewfoundland and everybodvy says we are goinp to have it, everybody
says we need it. fertainly I cag name all sorts of sawmill operators
in my constituency and other sores of projects all throuphbout the
province that arve looking te this development corporation as the be-all
and the end-ail.

T hope it is, at time T doubi £f iv will be. We will see
what the Finance Minister does. 1 am glad he 45 poing ahead and we
will have no difficulty at all. We will have great pleasure in fact
in voting for the expenditure inwelved. 7T believe that it 1s 2 couple
of million deliars, and that briops in twenty miilion dollars from
Ottawva. It is a pood programme. Ve may want te talk a lictle to the
ninister about it, ir will he interesting to hear 1f the directors,
vou know, what the proportion of directors are and that sort of thing.
It would be what? Two and two, twe from the province and two from
Ottawa and the chairman was to be wmutually apreed
AN HON. MEMBER:  Three...

MB, W.N.ROWE:  Three from here.

MR, ROBERTS: Three from here and two from Gttawa, and one of the five
being chairman 1s that 1t?

MR, ROWE:  The chairman from here.

MR. ROBERTS:  The chairman is to be a Newfoundlander. Well, we will
want to talk about that a little,We think it is & pood programme. We
are going to have a little po at wy relation in Health, There are one
or two misstatements of fact in the Budget. 1 am sure the Hi#ister of
Hemlth will apree that there are. I have looked through the correspondence,
I have looked through the public announcements and the Minister of
Finance iy flatly incorrect, I will not say that he is lyinpg.That would
require the intention and I do not think he has that intention, but he
iz flatly incorrect, flarly wrong when he says that Ottawa over promised

to pay seventy-five percent of the Health Beciencas Centre,
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The Ottawz Government, the Federal Government agreed to
pay up to 530 million, actaally it iz twenty-nine, point something,
something, something, up to 530 wmilliocn provided that did not exceed
seventy—-five percent of the cost. Well, Sir, obvicusly 1v will
exceed seventv-five percent, the estimated cost was 540 millions,
there was a report which I think we pot in late MNovember, I filed =
copy in my own files from the Scribner people, the estimated cost
had gone to $45.3 - that is the document that we now have here. It
may well go higher, Sir. 1 see in the newspapers calls for tenders,
I do not know whether they are coming in on sstimate, below estimate,
above gstimate or whart,

AN HON. MEMBER:  On page {24} vou will sze.,.

¥P. ROBERTS: I am looking at page {24}, it is the strawman thinp.
The minlster says; "One of the main arguments of the proponents of
the assemblape of the Health Sciences Comwplex at Memorial was that,
seventy~five percent, but he does not quote any authority for this.
I have looked through the statements I made, I looked through the
statements Mr. Munro made, T have lopked through the correspendence
between the Government of this Province and the Government of Canada

and I
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find no commitment by anvbody and no statement by anvbody that Otvaws
would pay 75 per cent. Then, Mr. Speaker, the minister constructed
his whole argument on & fallacious grouwnd. 1 know what he did, Sir.
He sat down and ha zaid how can T nall Reberts? And that showld not
be wvery hard for them. That should not be any hard at all. I can fing
a2ll sorts of things he can nail me on. VWhen the investigaring minister
turns te it, I can give them lots of fertile subjects. It would bhe fun.
But all he can find is this guite picavune attack on me founded on a
fallacy, as he now admits.

Now, Sir, in addition the minister goes on and he castipates the

Government of Canada for their refusal to 1ifr that 537,006,000 ceiling.

I think he is right. That ceiling has been in effect certainly from the
time the hon. member from Burin was Health Minister. 1t was in effect

at that time, I do not know if it was in effect when the hon. gentle an.
the present Finance Minlster was Health Minister or not. But I am neot
sure 1f castigating the Government of Canada Budget Speech is5 going Lo dn
very much to ralse that ceiling. It 15 up toe the Finaoce Minister in
Ottawa to allow the Health Department in Dtrawva to spead more than
537,000,000 a year oub gf the Health resocurces fund.,

The thing that disturbs me though, 3ir, is the GCovernment, the
minister in his apeech attacks the whole idea of the complex and indeed
he says that they would cancel it if they could, He says they cannot and
it is with regret and petulance that he says so. But he does not propose
any alternatives, He does not face the facts that are relevant fo the
situation, We can debate it at any length we want. We had a go at it
last year on Estimates. We can have a go this year,

Just briefly, Mr. Speaker, the facts that the minister does not
point ocut,include such things as the fact that the present General Hospital
is not adequate and can no longer carry on for even a short peried as a
ggneral hospital;unless there 1s spent on It between twelve and fifteen

miilion. The report is down iIn the Department of Health and indeed T

i534



June 3, 1972 Tape 508 B - 2

helieve it was commissioned by the present Finance Minister when he was
Minister of Health.

The Board of the hogpital certainly feel that way. I may add the officlals
in Health,that is the advice I recelved at the time, I do not know if thay
changed their views at all. The fact remains, Sir, unless the Covernment
of the Province are preparved to expend an estimated twelve to Fifteen
millions, and we see estimates go higher, an estimated forvy wmiliions is
now hecome forty-five. Unless the Govermment of this Province are

prepared Lo spend twelve to fifreen wmillions on that hospltal, it must
cease within a very short peried of vears to be used as an active treatment,
acute care, The minister and T agres on the point,] take it?

DR. A.T. ROWE: It is one decision or the other ~

MR. ROBERTS: Right! We took the decision. 1 think it is the right
decision. That 1s all T am saying, But the Minister of Finance was con-

aistently opposing that over the vears. Yhen he was on this side he opposed

ie. T can find for the Health Minister the -

AN HON, MEMBER: TInaudible.

ME. ROBERTS: Mr. Smallwood, Mr. Speaker, was the Premier of the cabinet
that went ahead with this peogramme.  When it comes to knuckles being rubbed
the present Finance Minister should know about that.

AN HON, MEMBER: It took him a weekend to recover.

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and for that I pive thanks. 1 would rather
" he was there than here, The only political niphtmare I have is that at
some point when the hon. gentleman leaves the present ship 1s that he would
reapply for admission on this one, S5ir, I think we will Just have to put

up the raft guards, you know.

AN HOM, MEMBER: Move over here by me.

ME, ROBERTS: Do not ask him over hers., UWe got enouph trouble without-~
leave him over there. The last thing we will ever want. He will either

lead a party or he will wreck 1r, He has done it to twso, e is now working

on his third.
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HON. MPEMBERS: Inaudible.
MR. ROBERTS: HNow, Mr. Speaker

AN HON, MEMBER: Inaudible

MR, RBOBERTS: Right! Right! Tf I had not trusted Bil! Saunders too. That
was a mistake I made, I wonder what wee William is setrving out of ir.

I do not know. Mavbe nothing. He is not getting his House pay. The
minister told us that,

MR. CROSBIE: Inaudible,

MR. ROBERTS: Ho, i5 he still on the Power Commission? I do not know.

Is he still on the Power Commission? Yéur the Minister, the hon. pentleman
is the Minister of Egonomic Development., He iz responsible. 1s he still

on the Power Commission?

Al HON. MEMBER: He said that three times,

MR, ROBERTS: Would the hon. pentlemen perhaps check for us and let us
know when his estimates come up? I do not know, Mayhe Mr. Saunders weuld
tell you.. I am prepared to believe he was. T enly know what he told me

on day ope and what he did on day two,

MR, CROSBIL: What he did on day one and what he told you on day one

MR, ROBERTS: That is right, the resignation was on Monday and I saw him

on Tuesday.

MR, CROSBIE: - you are old buddies.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Shea and Mr. Burgess will answer for what they did or did
not do, 1 think they have answered. T think they have. T really think they
have,

A HOH, MEMBER: Inaudible

ME. ROBERTS: That is what the Minisrer of Justice is hoping will happen in
Newfoundland.

MR, HICEMAN: Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTS: Well, HMr. Speaker, there are very fevw independents

«

in Hewfoundland politics. But that 1s what he is hoping for, the Premier

will slip a coin and the loser will have to take the iob.
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Mr. Speaker, te come back to the Medical Schoel, I am glad the
Medical Schecl and the new hospital - glad the Health Minister agrees
vwith my statement. The Minister of Finance in his Budget neglected to
paint out these very relevant facts and that Is all that T am saying.
Yhat I am saying is that the minister set out to do a hatchet job and he
selected the facts that pleasad him and the facts that suited Liz case
and the rest he did net even wention. The Minlster of Finance is az
aware as am 1 or as the present inister of Pealth is gbout the faet
that either the General needs a2 lot of money spent on it or a new hospital
is built.
AN FON, MEMBER: TInaudible.
YR, ROBERTS:The Minister of Finance knew that yet in his Budpet he -
all T aw saying, I am nor talking about Health, I am talking about the
Budget. I am talking about the Budget when 1t comments on this particulzr
project. All that T am saying is that the Minister of Finance is trying
to present a distorted picture. He delibertly selects the things which
are favourable te his case and makes no effort to present a fair case.
That 1s all I am saying. I do not need to say any more. The merit of my
arguments have been proven by the Minister of Health himself - by his own
colisapue. That Is all that I am saying, 1 am in complete agreement.
If T never achieve anything wore in publie 1ife, if I po out of publie
life tomorrow or if I drop dead tonipht,
| AN UON. MEMBER: Tnaudible.
ME. ROBERTS: The gentleman can hope if he wants, But if I never do anything
more, if I have forty years of life left ahead of me and T am in retirement or
I ap practicing law, whatever happens to me, the previous leaders of the P.C, party
-might nave all sorts of places, T will be proud of that Health Sclentist
Complex and the swmall part I had in ie. I will be vary proud. I think any
health minister who can bfecmm invelved in it should Be. I am sure the present
minister will be proud he had a hand in ft.

AN 10N, MEMBER: Inaudible,

1537



(%)

June 5, 1972 Tape 508 Hy -

MR, ROBFRTS: Right! That centre, that praject 1s an essential step
forward, All I am saying is that the present Finance ¥ialster who knows
better, he was once Health Mindster. 1 bave driven his blood pressure

up, or is this famicare.? Do we have a farmicare programme now? lMengpally
or physically?

Mr. Speaker, T think the Hnister of Vinance owes the people
of this province an explanation for his tactics in this case. He has
only selected -~ now there 15 anothor example in here. e talks av some
length about the costs of the new gensral hospital and the costs of
the present general belng operated as a convalescent unit. His Fipures
I have ne doubt are correct or mo doubt they are the estimates given
by the advisers and so on. That is fine, But he tries to make it appear
that these are new costs.

How that is not se . It is not so. The present  gGeneral Hespltal
is costing six million or seven million dollars a vear. 1 do not hnow
what the figures are but the minister hopefully will have the information
avallable. We will ke asking. It is of rhe order of six millien or
seven million dollars to operate the present General Hospital, A
teaching hospital is polng to be more expensive, and 1t will be a
teaching facility. The minister neglected ro peint that out. Anvbedy
reading the budpet speech would somehow get the impression that it
would go te fourteen million or fifteen miilion dellars a year saxtra
cost, Hot so. Oh, the minister can shake his head. le did it
deliberately and knowingly. Ho it is not a devious plot, it is a
perfectly ohvious plot. It is a perfectly obvious plor. Figpures are
very funny. VWhen the honourable gentleman wps on this side, evervthing
he said was almiphty wisdom.Wow all of a sudden, anything thar is
said from this side 45 silly, you know. I wonder. The anly thiﬁg.
that has chanped is that he has moved over. Talking of silliness,
the honourable gentleman from Green Bay is fast becoming the liouse

expert on that. That is not the way te get in the cabinet,
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AN HOH. MEMBER: Fourth-tier.

MR. ROBERTS: No, he is mot fourth, unless it is tear, that sort of tler

maybe.
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tr. Roberts.
Mr. Speaker, there is one other item in the Healrh Estimates that I
want to touch upon briefly. The budget came in on May 31. That morning
or the morning after the "Daily MNews" theve was & teport of the Newfoundland
Medlcal Assoclation, one of their commitiees, a request for the special
probe to be sought on mental health care. The repory goes on . Apparently
this request had already been made to the Minister of Health, so the
item says.

Mr. Speaker, there are three former Ministers of Health in this
House now: the present Justice Minister; the present Finance HMinister
and myself, Of course, there 1s the present Health Minister. 7T think all
of us would agree with the cne item which must have prierity in the
health service of this province now is the whole field of psychiatric care,
If somebody wants to make a smart crack, let him go ahead. Thar is ths sort
0f a line that leads to smart cracks. I think anvbody who knows anvthing
about health services in this province will advocate strongly and as
forcibly as they can the expenditure of addirional menies on our mental
health services, That must include the addition of the Mental Hospital.
I can say before any one else says it but for twenty-three years,
twenty«two years or twenty-one whatever it was, it was done. The last
extension I believe was finished { I do not know if it was started
by Commission of Government. It may have been) by the Liberal Administratioen
in the early years of Confederation, 194%, 1950 and 1951. I am not spesking
now in any partisan sense, ¥ think if the government should reconsider
this -~ they brought in a deficit of $138,693,500 on capital account. I
do not know what would be needed on the Mental Hospital this year. Perhaps
§1 million or mavbe $2 million will be nesded. The estimate I had
was 52 million to complete the whole thing, just the beds, All the
other facilities, the expensive things, the X-rays, the labs, the
dietary, the laundry facilities are all adequate. The present plant,
as I understand it, is adequate for the additional beds. A1l you got to

do is builld bed space. You are talking of maybe § 15.00 or $2G.00
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Mr, Roberts
a square foot, Sir. TFor %1 million or $2 million, those additional
beds could be put into operation. I would ask the Premier ~ I am not
spesking politically or partisan. I am not making political speeches on
this subject, I would ask the Premier to recounsider this. I think
the minister and indeed I heard him on the television the other night -
he was speaking at the Public Health Associlation. He made some remarks.
He indicated that he persomally thought this should go ahead. 1 think
it should. I do not know whether a couple of millions can be shaved
off the other General Hospital project in the province, the acuta care
hospitals, Maybe it can and maybe it cannot. But an extra $2 million
or whatever it would cost - I do not know if one would need $2 million
this year,Mr. Speaker. I do not kunow what could be spent. I do not know
how far the architects are. I do not know if they are ready to call
tenders or not. If one project in this province should go shead, Sir,
if there is one project that the people of this province need this
year ~ let the smirk of that geﬁtleman, if that is the word, from
5t. John's North - it 15 not a matter for smirking. Let him smirk
if he wishes. 1 am being perfectly serious Hr. Speaker.

MR. CARTER: A point of order, Mr., Speaker.

MR, ROBERTS: What is the point of order Mr. Speaker?

MR, GARTER: The amount of abuse we have te put up with in this honourasble
House 1s probably f£air enough, I can put up with the hon. Leader of the
Oppugi;ion being abusive but one cannot put up with him being tedious.

_MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, wha: is the point of order?

I said that the honourable gentleman was smirking and he was.

_MR. CARTER: Listening:_

MR. ROBERTS: ﬁr,_Speaker, I do not care if he was listening or not,
that is his problem but he was smirking, That is all I said. I am
being pgrfectly_seriaus ﬁbgut a problem that has nothing te do with
-pqlit;cs.

AN HON., HMEMBER: {lnaudib$e}_
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MR, HOBERTS: Indegd 1 would have geme furthey. I think it should be

a priority, not a nex:r order.

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible)

MR, ROBERTS: 1 know. That is fine, I heard the wminister on one

occasion. I had not heard the other, Hy own sources of information

on the Corner Brook meetivg are in San Francise., They are in

Montreal on their way te San Franciso. Mr. Spesker, I would ask the
Premlier to have another look at this one with the cabiner. It is aot

a lot of money. I know $2 million is a lot of dollar bills to have piled
on & table, It is not a lot of money when you look at the overall
expgnéiturgs of this province. We are spending nearly $600 million

this year., Yes, it is nearly $600 million this vear, Being spent is

8589 miliion which 1g provided.fs: in these estimates. If the government's
credit is as good as chﬁy tell us it is, then ; think they could find

an extra $1 million or $2 millinn._het i; be the next order of ptinrity.
Let ﬁhe next order of priority go shead right away. If they cannot Find
additiqnél money on ;he current account side, Sir, then that I can regret.
I think if 1 had stayved in the departmept I would have made some_changes
to free some funds for current account. 1 can understand the sorts of
yrésggres that do exist, I think if the migist&r had been there a year

or th he, perhaps, might fegl the way 1 do that there are some things
within the Health Department that could be changed and should be

changéd. That is another story. I am talking about capital account, Sir.
1 am talking_absut wvhat T believg Lo be_the greatest single need_atill

in healcﬁ in this_@rovincg ;oday aﬁd_th&t is at lgas: for adeguate,

at leasg potentially adequate physical facilities for the treatment of
psychiat;ig illﬁass{_ We do not_bave_them now, The stories I have heard
:of the ﬁcspigal for_Hen;al and Ngrvous Qiseaseg - thgy have a magnificient
staff, Sir. They have their hearts taken out of them. The guts are
tal;_en out. They are heartbroken over _this._ They _d_o not blame the minister,
They rag}ize that_he was out-voted or outmweighad or whatever the phrase is,

They are doing a magnificlient job, Sir, with the facilities which are inadequate
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by any description. Parts of that bullding are over one hundred vears
old. Parts of it are - I do not know if apy of the honourable retarians
have ever been involved, some of the rotary groups. Do the Husky Boys
Group have anything to do with it?

AN HON, MEMBER: Caribous.

MR, ROBERTS: Caribous. Any people who have seen anvthing at all of
the hospital can only marvel at how so much has been done with so litcle,
nothing to do with politics. Whatever goes ahead or whether we go ahead
with this or that or something elss, 1 do think that that is something
that should be done and I ask the government to have a look at it,

AN HON, MEMBER: ({Inaudible).

MR, ROBERTS: I could net agree more, S$ir. It has been evident for

a long time and I think I can claim that I was the first Health Minister
ever to do anything about iz, I got it te the stage where the government

in principle had agreed and vhere the plans are been drawn up. Then

I left office ,Mr, Speaker,with the administration and the new administration
came in and now the first chance they get, the project is on the carpet,
axed, gone, dead., 1 suspect that the truth of it is - Dr, Miller used

to say and publicly that there ars no votes at the Mentai'ndspital.l

suspect that that is too true. I suspect that that is ﬁhy it was cut,

AH HON, MEMBER: A very terrible statement,

MR, ROBERTS: Well Dr. Killer used to say it, S5ir. He believed it.
I believe it, 1T have been éart of the government. I have ﬁeen part
of the cabinet. I know the way cabinet sometimes think. All I can say
is if there is one thing the government should do this year, they should
do that. They should do the extension to the Mantal'ﬂospital.: Tﬁey'should
go ahead.
Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance on page twenty-three of his

diatribe talks about the fact that in the next few years we are going to have
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te spend a lot of money on capital health facilities. The figure

he gives is $88 million. Again he is being inaccurate hecause

he 1s lumping in all of St. Clare’s, a table from 197% re 1376,
when St. Clare's expendizures bepan in 1970-1971 and wers very heavy
in those years. He complains that this puts a burden on the province.
Well it deas, Sir. We need the facllities but they are going to

be expensive. They are going to be expensive to run. I do net
quarrel with that., What I do guarrel with Is his statement thatr

the programme should have commenced in 1967 and carried ocut over

a longer period of time, That statement I find wvery interesting,
Sir., I find 1t very interesting. When I look at who was

Minister of Health from September, 1967 to May, 1968 and who was
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MR. ROBERTS:

and then when I find out whe was Minister of Health from May of 1968

antil June of 1969, It is trus that architects waere appointed for
Carbonear and for Twillingate although the Twillingate hospital as
it was desipned wos a different one than the one we now have. The
plang for Carbongar wvers ghout oue-third done when I hecamg Health
Minister, 3 vear and a bit after the honourable pentleman left
office. But, Sir, there was no plan prepared by either of those
two gentlemen, there was ns_effcrt made at planning, T have been
through the files. MHe talks now about the need for plans but, Sir,
when he was there there was no planning. There was no affort_at
planning.

MR, CROSBIE: Bunk.

MR, ROBERTS: He can say "bunk” 1if he wants and he can say "tripe”
but ealling something "bunk"” and calling something “tripe" does not
make 1t s0. The honourable gentieman is now so pure and holy well
let him  answer for what he did or did not do and the Minister of
Justice who was Health Minister for a little over a year put no
plans afoot either. There was a meaninpless statement about plan
"I at Western Memorial and the hopourable minister'’s brother who was
and for all I know still i3 chief of staff at Western Memorial can
wax eloquently and bitterly on that and so can 1. When I became
mintster in June of 196%, Sir, there were no plans for the development

of the papltal facilities in this province, none at all.

AN HON. MEMBER: Like hell there were not.

MR. ROBERTS: There were not. There were some architectural plans
started for Carbonear and there has heen 520,000 or $30,000 worth of
work done on Twillingate.

AN HON. MEMBER: Why were the Carbonear plans stopped anywav?

MR, ROBERTY: Because I went to Cabinet and T sald, "Freeze everything

-«

until we can find out what we are doing, until we can get an overall
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plan.” T tosk the vesponsibility for that. I mer with the hoard in
Carbonear. 1 made no secret of the Ffact and I think the honourable
gentleman was there as medical dirsctor involwved at the hospiral. 1
took the responsibility for 1t. I was a part of the government but I
was the nminister. We deferred 1t, deferred all capital expenditures

in the health field until we developed a plan. The plan was developed
and authsrized by the Cabinet in the £311 of 1970. 1t 1is a long paper.
Oh, it is fifteen or twenty pages, I guess. A long, it is a good
paper if the honourable gentleman wants to rend it. It im z lirtle
out-of~date now as that was two yasars apgo but it was a good paper.

AN HOM. MEMBER: A white paper.

MR. ROBERTS: No, it was net a white paper. White papers are like
four vear plans.

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible).

MR. BORERTS: Now, Mr. Speaker, to a point of crder. Would the honourable

7

gentleman not use "you.” He keeps being sanctimonious with us. 1 was
poing to bring im a white paper but I never did. That is true and I
would think in a couple of years we will hear a lot about%%our vear
plans toe. 1 decided better uot to have a white paper iﬁ;tead to go
ahead on a series of developments and that 1s what happened. But that
paper, the ¢ abinet paper that was prepared by a group of people of whom
1 was one is still a good statement. It is a couple of years out-pf-
date and it may need to be updated.

When the Minister of Finance comes in with his half-truths and
his insinuations and his inferences,let him answer to the fact there
was no overall planning done when he was Minister of Health or for
a year thereafter. He was out of it. He was out of the government.
While the present Minister of Justice was the Minister of Health
there was no planning done. There was no attempt to develop an

-

overall plan when I went into that department in June of 1969. The
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plans were preparsd in - The government -

ME. HICKMAN: {Inaudible).

ME. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I am modest shout the things I must be
modest about. T am very modest absut the things T should be modest
about but T had failures in the Department of Health, of course T
did and so will any minister in any department. No minister will
achieve everything he sets out to do, 1 submit no Premier wiil
achieve evervthing he sets-cut to do.

MR, HICKMAN: XNo planning, nothing.

MR. ROBERTS: WMo, the honourable pentleman says no planning and I
think he may even believe it bur there was certainly no plamming in

his time. I see the honourable member for St. John's Fast shaking

his head. The honourable gentleman is not even on the planning

JM -3

cormittee. He has no rele in this. He iz not even on the sub~committee.

He is not on any committee. All he does is he gpoes to cabinet, I assume.

I mean that is what he is being paid $5,000 or $6,000 a vear for.

MR. CROSHIE: There is anly cne plan -

MR. ROBERTS: Just listen te them over. You know, the arrogance of

Jack the Ripper, you lknow you would not believe it.

Mr. Speaker, let me touch briefly on a subject that is bound to

ger the Minister of Finance inte it again. There 1s no way he can sit

through the next thres or four minutes without a ecomment. He hetter

take one of his tranguilizer pills because I want to touch on his references

te the Social Services and Rehabilation Department.

MR, CROSBIE: Yes, do that,

ME, ROBERTS: You see I won my bet, Mr. Speaker. He just cannot control

himself as a matter of fact nobody else can contrel him as the Premier

will agree.

MR. CROSBIE: {(Inaudible}.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the honoursble gentleman’s 1lips may move but
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his mind is what werrizss me. I would like ts know whether thar moves
or not.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us tallk sbour the social services and
Tehabilitatrion rhing. There ware some very serious accusations made
here agalnst my friend from Bell Island not of anything personal but
what amount to accusations of maladministration. My colleague has
already said publicly rhat if anvbody on this other side feel for
a moment there is anything wrong or improper let them carry out the
investigations and fine. Let him answer for what he has done or not
done and I think he feels he has nothing to answer for that is in
any way improper or wrong. Let me repeat that. If there is anvthing
that is wrong, any of these nasty insinuations let them Investipate
and we will see. T do not think the honourable pentleman need worry
about the reactions of his constituents by being the lone survivor
south of Bonavista or south of Bonavista North. He has shown that he
has their support and confidenca.

But, Mr. Speaker, let the adminlistration alse, my colleapue will
deal with this at length, let them also bring out the facts as to why
this expenditure Increased., Tha houses that have been purchased under
the Atlantic Development Board Programme from people who had left
Bell Tsland and were fixed up with this vote. Again we see the haif-

truths. This administrarion, Sir, is becowming a master of the half-

~truth. The statement as it stands is correct. There is nothing

incorrect ahout it but it is only half the story, it is half-true.

1t leaves insinuations. It leaves inferences. It is a dirty,
despicable trick., 1t is done deliberately, Sir. It is dens with the
intention of leaving a wrong Iimpression. These are serious charges
ta make, Sir, but it is done. Mayhe it is the trick of the advocate.
Maybe it is the trick of a lawyer in court making a case who is paid

to represent a client and that is his job to represent the client but,
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5ir, the Minister of Finance of this province is not an advocate. The
Minister of Finance of this province is supposed to give the full
story and we heav so much from the minister about how in the past,
according te him, not everything was saild fully and frankliy but, Sir,
there Is dnstance after instance in this Budget, ia this Speech where
we get half-truths and distortions and this statement on Bell Island
is one of themn.

There were more than ninzty houses fixed up under this vote, a
one-ghoat deal, the houses being acnuired under an Atlantic Development
Board grant and they had t6 be fixed up and then they were turned
aver to people on Bell Island who needed them. I do not ciaim to be
familiar with Bell Island, Sir. I do not know much about 1t but what
1 do know of 1t there are many people who need houses there, Perhaps
the need 1s preater than almost anywhere else in Newfoundland.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

HR. ROBERTS: Some of the houses were certalnly torn down, Sir. Some
of them should have heen torn down and those that should have been were,
But, Mr., Speaker, let the Minister of Finance when he brings in next
yvears budget, which according to the Premier will be a Tory budget or
at least according to the “Evening Telegram’s' account of the Premier,
will be a Tory budget, let him tell the full story., I have not read
the paper but T am only reading the headlines, "Budget not trully Tory
next vear, says Moorss.” 1 do not know 1f it is accurate or not but

the " Telepram” says so.

Mr. Speaker, it is a shame to touch on the Education Minister‘s
policies if he has any. T have over the years, and if it is true of
my own party it is true of the present government, have secen some
ministers who are less competent than others but I do not think I have
ever seen one who in so few months has exposed himself as being as

incompetent as the present Minister of Education.
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MR. ROBIRTS: I am not saying anything asbout him personally. T am
not making any personal allusiong, I am speaking of his official
conduct, as a mindster of the Crovm, as a minister of a very large
and a very important “epartment.

The spectacls of his retreat over the bus repulations, the change
in bus policy,is well worthy of being remembersd by every person in
this province. The minister marched into this House unheralded
and made a great statement that we were going fo have a new revolution
in buses and that he had worked out a new policy,a new idea. The
govarnment had authorized it and with pride he announced it and he
went on the televislon and announced 1t and sald, evervthisog was pgolng
to he right., Tvery board was going to get 5100 a student. 5Six miliion
on bus transportation, &0.000 students, 3100 a student, round figures
but T think the arithmetic is pood.

Hell then. Sir, the roof fell in en it because then he had to
look at the facts. The moment he looked at the facts, Sir, he por the
superiniendents in from all over the province, MY friend the member
from St. Barbe North vho knows a lot more about education than the
honourable gentlsman ever will bezan pointing out some of the fallacies.
Then, Mr. Speaker. the minister began to retreat. He retreated in
stages. He stood In the House on May 29 and said; every board will
get substantially the same. And as I have said, T know of one board
who wrote me on May 29 and as of that day the superintendent of
that board sald, ve were going to get 5150,000 and we are nov golnp to
get $75,000. That is substantially the same, it is onmly $75,000,
it i3 only half. So much for the Minister of Education.

How to get an idea of what he was talking about, so then we put a
question on the Order Paper, Sir. My colleague from St. Barbe North
asks and the minlster finally has the information drvagged out of him,
_what the boards are getting. B8ir, we find that all the cuts have been
restored now. It is no longer $10f per pupil or anything close to
it. I do not know what they have done to the formula. The result is

the same as the old formula would have been with one exception, the
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MR, ROBERTS: minister is misleading us on hiz estimates.

His estimates require a raguest $5.91 million, 3ir, for the
purpose of transportation of school children. 7Tt said 612-02-06,

His own figures show 56,051,705.06. I have whipped it up quickly but
the honourable pentleman can just run it through his computer and
check and see 1f that Is correct. $6,05 million. Tt leaves a

couple of hundred thousand dollars. I was surprised the Pinance
Minister let anything that large slip through his figures.

Then we hear that it 1z a five percent plus or minus figure. Tive
percent of $6 willion, Sir, is roughly $300,000. That means that the
expenditura could go from $5.75 million to $6.35 million. TIFf I know
anvthing about expenditures they will be on the hipgh side. So we can
see a potential here of a $400,0080 or 5500,0800 misstatement. Well
the minister can ned wisely. Time he has got a little wisdom. 1T
have never seen a minister new to office make as hig a feol of himself
as qulekly. -

Then he cuts the mothers' allowance. HMaybe he i3 proud of that,
He does not need the twenty bucks, he sells enough savory T am sure
to feed and clethe his children well. 1 admire him for it. He dees
not need the twenty bucks. There are a lot of people in St. Jobn's
Horth who do, I submit, Sir. Not only does he take it away from the
mothers he takes it awayv from educatien. No wonder the NTA are
disappointed in the facet he will not reduce the pupil/teacher ratio.

tThe honourable the member for Labrador West was teaching and he
iz a teacher who would T think agree that the reduction of the pupil/
teacher ratio is one of the things that is needed very much in this
province.

We made some steps towards it when we were the government, Sir, but
we did not finish it. Tt is ene of 146,000 thinps we did not get done
that we wanted to do, There are many others. But, Sir, we certainly
see where the priorities of the honourable the gentleman from St.

John's Nerth lie, the present Minlster of Education.
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ATE:  The Upiversity. he has glven us zx vishv-washy statement
today about no student will be rurned awavy. 1€ is not what he saild.
Actually what he said, if T remesber, was no gualified student will

ha turned away. 1 hope when he drags himself into the Heouse next, his
next statement he can tell us whether or not any stwlent vhoe is gualified
will be turned away. In other words whether the ruls that has heen in
effact now for twenty vears will he maintained. TIF it 4s fine and if

it is not, fine,

My information is that on the provision reguested in these estimates
it cannot be done. Tt caonot he done that there will be students who
under previcus or present poligiss will get inte Yemorial in the £all
who will not be admitted there next vear. Just to say that the enrollsent
is the same does not meer 1t. Sir, as the tables on ailds distribution.
the alds distribution model In the estimate and In the budget speech
shows a bulpe in our populaticn is in the zroup frow whom the
potential universicy students are drawn. There must be an increase in
the enrollment if that policy is to be maintained.

3o let the minister answer that. As he ended, a policy of twenty
years application. Is Memorial University no longer to be a people’s
university where any person in Wewfoundland, any child who can pass
his Grade ¥T with ~ what is it sixty psrcent they need? What is it
slxty parcent fo get into Memorial? UWhat is the matriculation Simby
percent in matric. te get into Memorial?

MR, ¥. ROWE- Singy peraént.

MR, R(’}.‘EER’;‘;S“: Sixty percent. Uhere any child who can get sixty percent
in a matriculation, who wants to go into the university can get there.
Are they going to end that now? Is that the first sign of the new

Tory philosophy or 1s it not?

On.the information I have on the figures.in.tﬁe estimates, on the
.statements in the ba&gaﬁ it is the eaé.of it. ¥ hsée 1 anm wrﬁﬁg, Qir.

T hepe I am wrong. All the things tﬁis administration should or should

s -
[
[
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MR. ROBERTS: wnot do, they should not cut that.

The minister may wish to make a statement in due course, if so, fine,
if not we will have him at his sstimates on it. Perhaps he could
prepare himself, Tt has been one of the great public policies of
this ﬁrovince. 5ir, that people were to get a higher education 4if they
could, When the Liberal administration bullt the Vocational Scheools
with substantial help from Ottawa, seventy-five percent of the cost,
the administration of the Progressive Conservative headed by WMr.
Diafenbaker, they were scorned, they were laughed at. 1ia, Ha, Na,
they would never be used! MNow of course the story 1s the other way.

In Port aux Basques I am sure the school 1ls overcrowded and in
Stephenville Crossing I am sure it is overcrowed. In CGander it has
been extended substantially and T bet there are still more kids trying
to get in there than there is space. T can go through every one of the
twelve or thirteen in the province and the five or six new ones.

AN HOE, MEMBFR: Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTS: 1 am sorry?

AN HON, MEMBER: Inaudihle.

MR. ROBERTS: th, Mr. Spesker, that is a flat lie.

AN HON, MFMBER: Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTS: The former Premier, M&. Smallweod, time and time apain
saild publicly in this House and outside that the Diefenbaker Administration
provided seven£y~five percent of the capital ecost, time and time again.
Indeed, he sald it at the official opening. Perhaps the reports of

the day will concur. I say it too with no hesitation, with no doubt,
with no trepidation, It is true. [ give them credit. I would like

to see the Govefnment of Canada back in this field. Perhaps the
Minister of Fducation can tell us about that, Are we going to see the
end of the open door policy at Memorial eor are we not? And if we are

then let them defend it, 1f we are not let them provide the momney.

There 1s not enough money in these estimates for it, Mr. Speaker,
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MR, ROBERTS:  The provision hers requested for Meworial University will
not allow them to continue with the open-door policy. It will not.

The enginesrs. they have 3 and neo place to put them next vear. They
will have to put mere parsges vp. Yo 4id not spent encugh money, we spent
every cent we could get owr hands on over there and we would spent mere.
Are the Vocatlonal Schools poinpg to be epes next vear? Vhat shout

£t. Anthony? Why has 1t been delaved a vear? I do mot knw. 3Buat

it 1s. Vhat about Springdale d1s it going ahead? Ts the Sprinpdale sehool
golng to be open iIn the fall? The new vocational school?

AN HOM., MEMBER:  Inaudible.

MR. ROBFRTS: Well that is fine because 5t. Anthony I am told is not.

AN HOM. MEMBER:  Inaudible.

MR, ROBERTIE: I apree it Is not as far advanced. that is why it is not
belng opened. What T want to know,vhy ds it net as far advanced? Vhat
abeut Placentia? What about Bonavista? There was a fifth? Bale

Verte? When is Bale Verte going to open?

AN HON, MEMBER:  Inaudible.

MR. RODERTS- T am sorry?

MR, HOM, MEMBER- Inaudibla.

ME. RORFRTS:  Bale Verte and Springdale you know are very close to

one another,are they not?

MR, PECKFORD:  As far as the construction phage of the Voacarlonal
School. 1t mipght be hundreds of miles apart.

MR. ROBERTS: Well then let us hear the nminister speak abaut that

in his estimates because it is something that is needed. I would like
to know why. I am not saying it is thg fault of the present
administration. They have only bzen phera sincg January and they will
have to answer for what happensed from 18th, of January on. 1If there
were weather conditions, T will not blame them for that., T will be
generous abou; that. The Minister of Jgstice would not be, if he were

in this position, but I will.
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Finally, 5ir, much to the relief to the people on the other side.
I regret that I am no orator, I do not have the hon. gentleman's facilicy
for oratory.
AN HON. MEMBER: What is this vou are talking about now?
HR. ROBERTS: Oh, I am talking about the Finance Minister's great oratory.
AN HON, MEMBER: You did not take the course did you?
MR, ROBERTS: All I know is five minlsters were asleep during the Budgeat
Speech. There were five of the hon. pentlemen, maybe they heard it before.
But they were actually asleep during the Budget Speech. 1 do not have-
the facility for oratory and 1 am sorry if I bored the hon. Minister of
Educationjbut deeply grateful that he is at least permitting me to carrv
on., 1 think he should get full marks for that,

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about Burpes, I find it very hard
to talk about this.within the parliamentary rules. Buring the election
campaign I wore myself out. It does not look like that, does it?7 T have
been resting since then, asking abouf the Burgeo situation. What were they
going to pay? We got evasions. It did not make any difference to the
election., Tt probably helped in Burges town or in Burin~Burpgeo LaPoile
Constituency. 1t probably helped. It probably got some 5ﬁpport for the
P.C. candidate there. But, I do not think it made any difference to the
election. The Premier refused to answer., He had some cooked up excuse,
The Finance Minister refused to answer. He was tao busy on his tale of
deprecation and wvitrisl, But; Sir, it was not until the Finance Minister's
speech that we began to find cut why they would not answer. I thought
the five million dollars they have given Mr. Doyle and Javelin shareholders
was an outrage. Well, Sir, Mr, Lake and the Lake family are now 2.6 millien
dollars richer for letting the Government -
AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible
MR, ROBERTS: I am talking about Burgeo. I am glad to see the hon. gentleman
is back. For letting the G;varnment have a twenty year old plant. We were

told by the officials it is worth §600,000 net. That is the plant and the
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three traviers one of which is 16 vears old and the other of which is 18
vears old and the other one of which is 7 vears old, Ve were told by the
officials thay it is $600,000 plas the loan of abour $400,000 which was
cutstanding., Say 51,000,000 in 211. It was good walue for the Burpeo
plant. DPoor Mr. Lake acting within his rights would not agree to that.
Then we said find, we will pake it, Ve will let the Supreme Court ssttle
it by an arbitration process. Of course it was then ar thal stape we
lefr office

MR, EVANS: Why did nmot you expropriate the travlers?

MR, ROBIRTS: We could not expropriate the travlers,

MR, EVANS: You were going to pav six or seven hundred for the plant too.
MR, ROBERTS: ©No, Mr., Speaker, we would have paid for the plant exactly
what the arbitration board came te the epnclusion it was worth. Ho more
and no less. We would have paild $600,000 and forgiven the loan a total
roughly $1,000,000 for the plant and three trawlers.

MR, EVANS: Lake sald six.

MR, ROBERTS: 1 do not gare what Lake sald, Mr. Speaker, I can tell wu
that Mr, Lake asked for §5,000,000.

MR, EVANS: It would have been paild.

MR. ROBERTIS: 1 can say he asked for $5,000,000. ile also asked for a
waterfront site at St. Albans in Boy D'espolr preferably serviced and as
near as possible to the Government wharf, 1 do not know if he got that.
When the Minister of Fisheries has to try and defend his estimates, we
will ask him. He also asked for a gift of a plece of surface land at

$t. albans which was previously used as a traller court by construction
engimeers and their famalies. This surface land is now vacant and has
beeﬁ for a éoﬁple cf years and also he went on and on. He was not willing
to sell the La Monde or the St, Jude Boman Catholic Chapel. But for

SS;GUG,QGGInlus plus the Covernment would have had the modern gpround fish

processing plant, three travlers, a new meal and oll plant, a2 large barn
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I do

I do not know 1f that is where they kept the lomas, rentable office
space where the present bank is, a modern besuty parlour, a modern
harbour shop, a modern laundry mat, a medern supermarket - looks like

K,L, Irving doesn't it - a feul oil, stove oil, hunker "€” and pascline
storage tanks, a new office and bank building owned by Coastal Reality
Limited, six houses including my own home for eighteen vears which I
estimate would cost today somewhere around seventy-five to one hundred
thousand dollars to raplace.

AN HON, MEMOTR: We got a gift then.

MR. ROBERTS: My. Speaker, the person who got the gift, I do not know if
the hon. pentleman got a gift, but I can tell him that Spencer Lake pot a
glfr., Ile gor a pift of at least $2,000,000, Sir. We have net heard vet
¥e will have to hear about the sales contract, That plant, Sir, produces,
from memory, 38 per cent of the fish sold bv the Lake Fnterprises. Have
they got a contract? They have that fish as part of their product mix in
the market. Have they got a contract for that? Are they sellins it now?
If sn, on what terms? Are they selling it on a commissicn or what? Uave
they got a management contract? If as, on what zerms? DPeeple in
Jewfoundland have no information whatspevaer ahout it. What ahout the three
old trawvliers onc of which I am told is just about unserviceahle, The other,
two say they are fishing,is belag kind about 4ir.

You know, Mr. Speaker, the Burgeo plant i3 peing to become a bit
of a cause-cdlébre in VYetfoundland, A union down there fought a hitter
strike. A brutal strike went on for four or five months, Thé other day
the Minister of Finance said in the louse that a strike is a normal part
of gollective bargening. 7T agree with him. Collective bargening involves
the eoncept of 2 gfrike or a lockout. It is a normal and proper part of
collective karpening. If vou helicve in a collective harpening system,
you are goi;g to have that systom, you have td be prepared to have strikes.
Convaersely veu have to %a‘pragared to have lockouts. %o we had a strike

at Burgeo, Tt was bicter, It was brutal and 1t pot nasty and 1t got bleody,

1557



June 5, 1972 Tape 512 HB - 4

Ve kept hearing frew Spencer Lake. He was on the phons.  He nesded £ifov
polize, one hundred police, there vere peing o ke riocts in Burpes. 1
heard, T do net know 4F it is true, Mys. Lake rode 5 horse at one of the
strikers., The whole community was polarized righr down the middle-
hivter, bitrer, 1 hope the bltrerness noes qulckly,

K1 V0N, MEEER: Tt is gone.

MR, ROBPRTS: it iz mona., That is the hest newvs [ heard in a lons tipe.
It is a goﬁd thing. So there was no vesolution to tf, Sir. The Covernment
relucrantly because we believed as a Government in the collective harpening
process, sald we will buy the splant. e could not come to an agroement on
price. 1 reaé large parts of Mr. Lake’s letter with his offer in it. We
rejected it auﬁ of hand. The aavicé we had from onr officials was certainiy
that wa shpuld reject.it, and we did, A letter déted danuary 17¢h addressed
ta Hr, Hubpert Prince from Mr. Spencer Lake. The new Administration came

in and we declided rhat we would egpropriate 1t, ¥We eould not expropriate

the travlers and we could not expropriate anvthing that was not a [ixture

in the legal sense. But we saild we will expropriate it. We fipured we

had some weapons. Mr. Lake had the fish or he weuld lose a larpe paro of

hig market. He had the "Caribou Reafer.¥ He had to use her fully. To

use her fullv, he had to have fish from Burpeo. Had they made g deal on
the‘ﬁﬂaferf i do not know? e have heard nothinp, The present Administration
came into cffice and they decided for their cwn reasons,and I ascribed oo
motives to them. The people of Newfoundland, the people of Burpeo vhen they
know the story will deduce whatever motives they wish.

AN HOH, MEMBER: Inaudible

MR. BOBERTS: Mr. Speaker, they could have get back to work for a ot less than
2.6 million dollars. Javelin could have been taken over for a let less than
$3,000,000 on top of the other millions given out. Uhy did not we do it?

We did not do it , Mr. Speaker, because we did net win the election, It

is very simple. We did not win the election in case any hon, gentlemen

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR. ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman has switched his whele ground, ¥r. Speaker.
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411 of a sudden is,we did not do it. Why didn't we do it} Well we did
not do it, Mr. Speaker, becazuse we would not pay Spencer Lake 2.6 millions.
We certainly did not pay John Dovle and Shell their 35,000,000 either.
AN HOH. MEMBER: ITnaudihie
MR. ROBERTIS: And - Mr. Speaker, let the hon. gentlemen speak in his
turn., Yes,I have no doubt he will, mnd again in five minutes we will nod
off to sleep. 1 wmay not be the greatest speaker in the world. I may be
the world's worst, but I have company., Mr. Speaker, I have a great deal
to be modest about, especially when 1 compare myself to the honourable
and arropant gentleman.

Mr, Speaker, the administration in Burgeo, the administration
with respect to Burgeo, Sir, made a decision. I ascribe no motive
to them, but they still have not told the people of Newfoundland why

they pald $2.6 millien. They have
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not told the pgople of Bewfoundland what they are geing te do with

that plant or what avrangement other than this they have made with

Spencer Lake., I hope the Ministér of Fisheries notes it down because

he did 1it. He was special assistant and $19.000 a year at the time

but now he is the minister and he will aznswer here in the House, He may
have a perfectly good case, All I sav 1s that we ware advised by the
officials that $600,000 plus wiping off the debt 1.e., §1 million

would take care of it, would be fair and honest payment for the plant,

the trawlers and everything up there you wanted. This crowd waltzed

in in the middle of an election campalgn and made a settlement, $2.6 million,
Why even the hon. member for Burgeo-LaPeile cannot maintain that, He looks
at page one of the '"Daily News," February 17,1972, He is quoted asg sayiag
that the capital assets of Burgeo Fish Industries, the plant, the trawlers
and so forth were neot worth $6 milliion as Mr. Lake contended, I agree
with him, They were net worth that,.

AN HON, MEMBER: Ipaudible

MR. ROBERTS: I do not have the statement in front of me., I have a note

of it ~ worth $6 wmillions. It was worth "less than 31 wmillion." Haybe
vhen the honourable gentleman speaks in the Budget Debate, he will tell

us where the extra $1.6 willion came from. You tell us.

MR, EVANS: It was going towards more to get the people back to work.

MR. ROBERTS: The honourable gentleman says it was worth less than $1 million.
They could have gone back to work, Mr. Speaker, without the $1.6 million

in the pocket of Spencer Lake.

_MR. EVANS: Why did he not?

MR. ROBERTS: Sure, expropriate the plant! Mr. Speaker, they are going to
have to bring in more trawlers anyway. The plant now is only going because
other plaﬁts on the south coast cannot handle theISBbply they have, on

a temporary basis.’

-

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible}.

MR, ROBERTS: The tough tabby — the "Pusav Cat Minister of Finance.”
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That is what the hon. member for Burin/Burgeo said. He sald that it

was less than $1 million. Now it becomes 52,6 million.

MR, EVANE: (Inaudible).

MR. ROBERTS:  There is $1.6 million for Spencer Lake. We will add that
on to the $5 million for John Dovle and that is $6.6 million. God!

they are nct dolng so badly.

MR, EVANS : {Inaudible)

MR, ROBERTS: They are not doing so badly, Mr. Speaker. Let the honourable
gentleman take his seat,

MR, MURPHY: {(Inaudible),

MR, ROBERIS: Mr. Speaker, let the honourable gentleman take his seat,

MR. MURPHY: Is it your idea to bring Mr. Jamieson -

MBR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, let the honourable gentleman take his

seat and hold his mouth.

MR, MURPHY: Let the record stand that Mr, Jamieson is quoted as being -
MR. SPEAKER: Order!

MR, NEARY: Mr, Speaker is calling order. Keep quiet!

MR, ROBERTS: Thank you Mr. Speaker. As I was saying they put

$1.6 million in the pocket of Spencer Lake and they put §5 million in

the pocket of John Doyle and the other shareholders and that is

$6.6 million so far. It is not cheap, Mr. Speaker. It is $6.6 milliocn. Tre
wothers' allowance for two years, the Mental Hospital, Memorial
University, any nuwber of things - Mr, Speaker, no wonder they would not
tell us, No wonder they went through the elaction_campaign dodging and
twisting and hiding, no wonder! Now they have had to tell us. They have
had to tell us part.of it, They will have to tell us more, Mr. Speaker.
The Fisheries Minister will I hope have all the information, If not, we
will be after him, Let him have the information, Si;.__Let him bring it
out, Is Spencer Lake now selling it to his firm on a commission basis. If so

then Mr. Spencer has all the benefits and nome of the headaches. The Government
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of Newfoundland have the headaches. The Government of Newfoundland
have a twenty year old plant which they paid an exorbitang price

for pelitical purposes. How, Mr, Speaker, the only thing 1 can say

to try to sum this up 15 to wonder whether it is all part of a four
year plan. As wy colleague for 5¢, Barbe Horth sald, "have we got

a four year plan underway over on the other side now, year one and
vear two?” We will talk teough, Originally we thought that the
minister's speech would be backed up by actien, But it is not of
course, He ran up against some other forces and backed off.

Are we poing to see nothing spent in vear one and vear two and then

in year three and year four they will find the mapgic cornucopia. Therxe
will be money spent every where. Mr, Speakexr, I am not worried. 1 am
not the least bit worried but obviously the minister has the pilan or
he would not have said it that way. Are they msking the people of
Newfoundland suffer for partisan purposes? Are they? 1Is that the

plan next year? Are we going to have a tougher budger?
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tougher, on expenditures, tougher on talk. This vear 1t is only tough
on the talk. Are we going to? Then in vear three and vear four we
will see, as my friend said,"tiz well-springs will opren.” Iz that
their plan? Is that the great Tory integrity we have heard so much
about?

Str, 1 say this Budget lacks any integrality. It is not an
integral whole when you take the estimates and you take the RBudget
Speech and put them together, one is not the other. One is the talk
of the tiger and the other is the meow of a pussy cat. Nor is there
any basiec honesty in it. In section after section the minister has
told half the stery deliberately tfrying to distort it. He spent
months now down there trying to do it. T do mot think he did a very
gocd job but he tried. MHalf statements, half the story time and time
again., It is becoming the hallwmark of that minister.

MR. CROSBIE: Lies, lies, lies.

MR, ROBERTS: Mp. Speaker, he can say, lies, lies, lies. Sir, he has
heen saying that sort of thing for vears trying to bully people but I -
¥R, CROSBIE: What are you doing now if you are not bullying?
ﬁg;m52§§52§i Mr. Speaker, how do I bully the honourable pentleman?
The honourable gentleman Is over there waving his hand like he thinks
it will fall off.

MR. CROSBIE: The henourable gentleman better watch out -

MR, ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, if T had been in this House and distinpguished
myself by calling an honourable member slimy and calling an honourable
member contemptable, calling an honoursble member a rogue -

AN HON. MEMBER: Who is it?

ggAMBUBﬁﬁTS: It is only Jack the Ripper over here or pussy cat.

Mr. Speaker, this Budget has been a complete failure. It reveals the
administracion for what %t iz. Tt is preoccupled with partisan

vindietiveness, It has no hope for the future of this province, no
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pilan for the fulvure. Just negative artack, attack, destroy, half~
trurhs and also 1t has a callous disvepard for the needs of the
peopla.  When he cut, he cut where the ilztle people felr dp. Let
that stand., Yes, and little pecple have cigarettes to and T can
tell the henourable gentleman that ten cents to some fisherman is
a hell of a lot more than ten cents to a wealthy lawyer in Stephenville
and they have a right to smoke. 1 do net smoke 22 I sald earlier
before the honourable gentleman deigned to honsur us with his
presence -
MR. CROSEIE: He does not smoke, he quit.
MR. ROBERTS:  Yes, prebably s 1ot of people rquit last Thursday, had to.
But I sald, Mr. Speaker, that I welcomed the -
MR. HICKMAN: Is it approved by the Medical Associavion?
MR. ROBERTS: Of course, it is approved by the Medical Associarion.
Everything is approved by the Medical Association except the honourahle
gentleman and he needs the Psychiatric Association. Mr. Speaker, 1
said before the honourable pentleman came in that T had no objection
to the tobacco tax on either financial grounds or health grounds bug
I can tell him it is & regressive tax. It hits rich and poor alike.
Who was it said, "The tich and poor alike arc prohibited from sleeping
under the bridges of Paris?” Well rich and poer alike in WNewfoundland
have to pay an extra ten cents and if that last forgotten fisherman is
#till out on the Bill of Cape St. Ceorpe, Mr. Speaker, he has fo pay
an extra dime just as the lawyers in Stephenville have to but I can
tell vou ten ecants on the Bill of Cape St. Geovge is a devil of a lor
more than ten cents on Maln Street in Stephenvilie.

This Budget is a complete Failure, Sir. 1t is belt-cightening

for the poorer people -

AN HON. MEMBER: And dash it out Ffor the rich,

MR, ROBERTS: Yes, it is a callous disregard for the needs of the people
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of this proviace. It is an elitest budget. It really is. It is
Circular Road run rampant. It has no regard for the needs of our
people, Sir. We will oppose it. V¥e will do so gs strongly as we
can.

Thank you.
MR, CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I think this is probably a time for

honcuring some of the great men of the past
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and to open my talk on the Budget Speech, I would liks te honour
ope great man who was born in 1849 and died in 1936, a very talented
physician and phvsiocloglist who did a lot of research. Bis name was Ivan
Petrovich Paviow. He started off his work with dogs. He found that
he could exhibit a conditioned reflex whereby by the ringing of a bell
he could cause a dog to salivare. He feltr that there was some connection
between these two. Later on further researchers fpund that they could
gat the same response from swine and from snakes, from serpents, from
vipers, in fact all the lower forms of animals we regard as loathsome
and disgusting exhibited this particular facet of behaviour,

Last vear as additional proef of this type of behaviour certain
of the humanoids in the previcus administration alse exhibited this
behaviour and used to jump,on the order of thoir master. The honourable
Leader of the Opposition really should kesp very, very guiet. He has z
lot to keep quiet about. T think he is about to be replaced. T should
say he is only a temporary leader. I do not see how any party in its
right mind could £all behind such a person wilth any hepe of anythinp
but a long long and continued future in Opposition. In faet he is
parfect for us, perfecz. I am very glad that he does not speak highly
of me for I can think of no greater compliment than to be attacked by
the present Leader of the Opposition. As for some of rhe other members
1 think there is a genuine excuse, The honourable member from Bell
island I do not think he is responsible. I do not think he Lnows
any better. The learning that he has he obviously learned it from
a deversd and detailed study of lavatory walls, all over this prevince
and probably some nelghbouring provinces. It is ﬁisgustimg and I do
not nead to mention any further.

The honourable member for White Bav South of course iz the
ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ufablﬁ Leader of the Opposition’s lackev. I guess he finds {t is

a psychological necessity. I personally feel he would he a much better
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leader but 1 guess he would rather be a blushing bridesmaid than a
bride. Howaver, that is his own choilce. I was very very interested
in this last couple of hours,Mr. Speaker,to listen to the honourable
Leader of the Opposition defending his record. Now, it is rather like
a dog walking on 1te hind legs. It is not done well. But you marvel
that it is done at all. His association is very close asscclation
with the honourable the former Premier. It goes back to about 1962.
How he can szay he was not in the Cabinet I would say he was above
the Cabinet. He was In the former Premier's pocket. He was a side
kick, a shadow of his echo, his lackey. Hiow any one can say that,
how he can stand up here and say that he had no responsibility for some
of the decisions taken in the last ten years is more than I can possibly
imagine. He must have known what was going on. How else could he
have been so close. to the honourable the Premier.

We all remember the imperious snap of the fingers with which the

former Premier summoned his chief lackey to new depths of
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subserviencs., However, he sesms o be i wvery zood splrics today.

I imagine Empire Drugs must have s new vitamin., This was certainly

an exhibirion of virtuwesicy snd since education happens to be my

portiolio and I am sble to perhaps recommond, although nor =hle to

implement ceriain honorary degress, to the hon. meabey for Bell Island,

I would recommend the Bachelor of Coarseness; to the hon, Leader of the

Cpposition, I would recomsend the Master of Arrpgance and to all of

them, a Ph.D in irvesponsibilizy, In any event they have all shown

no understanding whatsoever of the fipancial difficulries of this

province, (I believe I hove the fleor Mr. 3pesker. The previous

speaker insisted upon his rights rather szrvooglyi. There is snough

comment about the sther side. I would like to very briefly comment

on this budget. I, for one, balleve that thers shauiﬁ be a great

deal mote education. I am very, very sorxy that our sducational budgel

is as low as it is, It is only,current and capital together, §128 million.

I am very sorry that it is not more. 0£ eourse, our predecessors

spent with qild abandon and 1t is dmpossible for us to make 1t any larger.
We all wish it could be Iarper. There are 4 great many

programmes and plang that we vould like to implement. There is one

aspect of it rhat I would like to mention hers and now and chat Is thas

more and more study seems to indicats that the important vesrs of

a child’s life are between the vears of four and nine. Whatever happens

then, bappens or it does not happen at sll, Unless a person gets

a good prounding, a good szart, it is very hard te repair the damage

later on. Primary schools, slementary schools cgrtainlyshsﬁld have a greast

deal moere attention pald to thes, There should be a lot nore mone

invested in that part of the school system. The secondary schoéi is

also important. Our schools leave a lot to he desired in that a

great deal more could be dppe. The wocational schools, 1 am happy fo

report thare seems ro be s faly bis of progress on them, not enough.

The programmes are not varled enough. We are entering a very, very complex
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technological age. The challenge is unrelenting, The new methods of
storing, processing and transmitting information are going to require

a preat deal of paraphernalia if nothing else in order te teach the

new techniques. I think education is the answer to many of our problems
and probably the most important aspect of education in the next few

years 1s in the realm of philossphy. I think that only with education

are we geing to be protected against the kind of demapoguery that

we saw in the last twenty-three years. I think that by a process of

good education , we are able to discern betwsen the genuine and

the spurious, I think that by a process of good education, we would

be zble to understand financial matters so that we would be able to

see that this budget that was presented in this henourable House

was probably the best budget that. ever could be presented undsr such
circumstances. It is a great tragedy, Mr. Speaker that we will not get

the credit for the fact that the ¢ ivil servants can cash their cheques
with confidence. I would predict (of course, there is no way of proving it.
I will admit this at the outset) that if the former administration

were still in power, there would be considerable difficulty in cashing the

pay cheques of the civil servants,
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&f eourse they did not abandon the ship wntll they saw that their

cause was hopeless and once they did they were guick encugh getting

sut and they mot ont with very bad grace indesd. But I am happy o

asy that I think that Yewfoundland is now In ratlonal hands and that
the kind of taxartion thor is imposed is done with the doublie idea

act enly of raising money but of affecting or encouraging iniriative
where possible and thar this government will work towards encouraging
initintive in all aspects of its endeavours. 1 am happy Lo say that

as a Conservative I subscribe to the notion of stewardship and trustseship
and I am very, vervy happy to be associated wirh a very geod crew. T am
proud to be associated wizh them and therefore, Mr. Speaker, 1 have

no heszitation in happily endorsing this Budget.

Thank you, very much.

MARSHALL:  Mr., Speaker. it 1s now guarter te sixz. Well, then,
Mr. Speaker, I eall Order (1.

COMMITTEE OF SUPSLY:

Heading Y11 - Justice: 701{01}:

EELWEQEE(w.N.): We are back apain, Mr. Chairman, on salavies in
the minlster's office. Agzain we oply have a few minutss at the end of
the day to make a few remarks on the general aspects of the Department
of Justice. 1 started ar ten to six on our last day here in the House
and made a few remarks. 1 mentioned the exccutive assistent who is
being paid a salary of $12,000 and 1 without knowing I suppose 1 apree
with the honsursble Minister of Justice who says the gentleman whose
name eludes me at the moment 1s very well qualified and that he deserves
a salary of $12,000. I have no doubt he does, Mr. Chairman. It is just
that in my estimation a salary of 512,000 is a 1ot of money to be payiop
a political appointment and he is a political appointment. I do not use
the term in a derogatory sense. He is not part of the established

civil service. He 15 a man whe was appointed by the minister. He is
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dismissed by the minister, I suppose by the government on the advice
of the minlster and when the povernment falls or if the povernment
regigns he will go out of that pesitlon. He has no security of tenure.
§12,000 15 a lot of money to pay such a pentleman when you come to
chink that $10,000, well less than $10,000, 56,600 is what az member

of this House gets for being elected to the House and representing

the people in this House and in the field and to see another man whose
job 1s not to be reaponsible to the people of the province, not to be
responsible to any people who might have elected him but to be
responsible to a minister and as appointed by a minister we have to
vouch for the qualificarions of the gentleman. We have to believe
that when the minister says he has qualifications he has the
gqualifications. He is not subject to any competition for the lob.

He does not go through the Civil Service Commission to see if he has
gualifications to do a particular job and if he is the best man whe
has applied for such job,

When you compare -
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is salary Is 512,000, to some of the other salsriss pald both in the
eivil service and outside of the civil zervice for example, in this
House you start to wonder whether foflavdios with regazd to executive
asgistants is not pevhaps geliing just & 1itvle sur of hand. Haybe
the Minlster would like to comment gn that, 5lv, when he speaks on
this particular subhead of expenditpre. Last time as wall, 8ir, T
mentioned the Supreme Court. 1 meptioned that when 1 had the
privilege to be acting minlster of Justice ! wrote Hr. Tumer, then
the Minister of Justice in Otrawe,with 8 regquest that a fifth Supreme
Court Judge be appointad. I ddd vhat on my own velirion, but with
the support of the Law Socilety of Newfoundland,that 2 fifch Supreme
Court Judge be appointed and that he be asked fo sit and hold

court in Corner Brook and to reside in Corner Brook.

At the same time, 5ir, I asbed che Hionlster of Justice %o agree
to have his officials prevave the necessary legislacion in conjunction
with our officials In this Governmentr, the Previnciasl Goverament, Lo
get an Appeal Ceourt set up in this Provinee. Rather than carry on
with the archisc and wreang svstem that we have now, whereby three
members of the present Supreme Court act as a {ourt of Appeal and
decide uypon judgements made by one of their brother judges of the
same court, we get rid of that system and that = separate Appeal
{ourt be get up whereby judgements from the Supreme Court and from
othar courts could go to appeal division ot a separate appeal court
in this Province, 'L thought and 1 still think this would improve
the system of justice that we had in this Province. Hot because
there is anything wrong with present iudges on eitcher bench of the
Province but that as a matter of principfle there should be 8 separate
Appeal Court with separate judges hearisg appeals frow the Supreme
"Courty - Then of course justice 1s not only done but algoe appesrs to
be done, which is dne of the Basic tenants ﬁf any legal sysrem,

Also, 517, T included in my letter te Mr. Turner a3 Tequest that
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three other district court judges be appointed in this Province. One, I
am glad to see has been appolanted, perhaps because there is no need of
any legislation or the setting up of a particular judicial district in
the case of Mr. Nathaniel Neoel'’s appointment.

There are two other judicial distriets in the Province Burin-
Burgeo I belleve is one. Bonavista-Twillingate is another,These are
still without district court judges. 1 believe that there will need
to be some Federal and well as Provincial Lepislatien in order teo
change that situation.

The reason Sir, that I gave for wanting these two judpes, extra
judges to be appointed,was primarily as a convenience and as a matter
of efficiency and to effect savings of money in respect of people who
do have the misfortune to seek remedies in our Courts of Law. Vhy
somebody from Burin-Burgeo or Bonavista-Twillingate or any other
judleial district where there way not be a district court judge would
have to come to St. John's or go to Crand Falls or go to Corner Brook
in order to get a hearing in z district court when the case falls
within the jurisdiction of that court. If any one has to do that
Sir, it is not right in principle,again., Again they should have
access and efficient access ro the courts of this Province. Also
of course it would have the effect of getting lawyers who are traiped
in our law schools away from the practice of merely setting up the
practice in places like St. John's, Corner Brook, Grand Talls. I see

there are one or two others have gone to Stephenville and Marystown.
We hope to get lawvyers spread around the Provimee so that people when
they are seeling legal advice, when they have usually the misfortune
to have to seek legal advice in certain cases that they can seek this
legal advice with a minimum of inconvenience and a wminimum of expense.

Y am aware of some of the problems involved. The Federal Covernment
pays the salaries of District Court Judges and Supreme Court Judges but
do  not pay,under the BNA Act do  npot pay for the administration of

these courts and do not -
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pay for the capital comstruction of these courts. I was plad to

hear the other davy that the Minister of Justice had made certain reguests
1 believe to the present Minister of Tustice, in Otiaws to pet some

halp to set up and te adeindster sxira courts in the province. I would
like to hear the minister mpke 2 fevw comments on the whole susstion of
Supreme Court Judges, Appeal Court Judges and Districe Oourt Judges in
this province.

Also, Sir, I took 2 measuze when I was Acting Minisrter of
Justice which T think was well conceived, namely, to ask Mr. Geoffrev
Steele an eminent lawyer ip St. Johm's, to form a reval commission of
annquiry of one, to investigate, to lock into the whole guestion of
magistrates in the Province of Newfoundland and Lsbrador. Again, and
I hasten to add, not hecause there 1z anvihing wronp with the fobh being
done by present magisetrates, but te see whether there were ways in
vhizh the magisterial service could be improved for the benefit of rhe
people of the province. I believe T had the fall suppert of the present
magistrates when I set up that roval commission.

At the time I did thatr, I remepbersd that theve was z lot of
ericicism, or some criticism from the Law Soclety to the effecr that
roval commissions should be set up to ionvestigate the whole realm of
the adminiﬁtfation of justice in this province, and that it should not
he done in 2 piecemesl fashion. 1 am afraid, 5ir, that I have to
disagree on that stand. T think that there 1s a nsed to investipate
and to bring in recormendations concerning certailn aspects of the
administration of justice in the provipce, in order to get Improvements
made in things - mapisterial service,perhaps the penitentianry, for
gxample and other aspects, police work and other aspects of the
administration of justice. and get iwmprovements made as scon as possible.
T am very leery of voyal commissions which are set up and piven over-
vhelming terms of reference as we have seen in the case of the Labour
Royval Commission and other similar royal commissions. It tskes vears

upon yesrs to get any kind of a set of recommandations from such a roval

1574



]

Jupe 2, 1972, Tape 319, Page 7 - aphb

commission and then, the royal commission covers such a variety of
areas and ordiparily brings in seme controversial recommendations,
that the whole report of such a roval commission has a tendency o
be shelved and to gather dust from now till doomsdav.

I thought that perhaps rhe thing to do would bhe to pet
royal cormissions set up and task forces or commissions of enoulry
set up inte various aspects of the administration of justice, bring
in recommendations en that particular aspect and guickly be able to
be in a position to effect some of the recommendations, if not all.

I do net know what position the present Minister of Justice
tock at that time, biz I notice that there 1s only four thousand
dollars I believe in his estirates for inguests and public encuiries.
I see from that, that he certainly does net intend, unless he expects
to do it under - okay, under the Department of Finance I helieve
roval commigsicons come
MR. HICKMAN:  (Inaudible)

MR, W.H.ROVE: That is magisterial enguiries. Under the Department
of Finance I believe there is a very small amount for enquiries as
well. That does not mean anything., Royal commissions $75,000, perhaps
he intends to get a roval commission set up under that particular head
or perhaps not, I do not know. Apain, I would be happy to hear what
he has to say on it.

Then, 5ir, in the question of Lepal Aid, ¥ bhelieve the
estimate for this year {s 525,000, the same as it was last year. I
remember a meeting of the Law Scciety held recently behind closed doors
T believe, and se I will not say too much about it. I am not sure

whether any public utterance was wade at the time, elther by the

minlster or the Law Society.
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MR, W.N.ROWE: Again, Mr. Chairman, T puess I will just savy that I
will conciude my rvemarks the next time we call this subhead. It is
getting close to six o'clock.

On  Motion, that the Committee rise, report progress and ask
leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker, returned to the Chair.

fin motion report received and adepted, committee ordered
te sit again on tomorrow.
On motion the lHouse at its rising adiourned until

tomorrow, Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.



