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The House met at 3:00 p.n.
¥r, Speaker in the Chalr.
WR. SPEAKER: Order pleasel

HOH. F.D.MDORES {Premier): Mr. Spesker, I would like to pay tribute

at this time to Mr., Harpld Mifflin, vho passed away yesterday at the
age of §2. In the passing of Harold Mifflin, Newfoundland has lost
a well-known and great son. His activities In the fishing industry
have made him a recognized leader. T pay tribute to his dedicared
promotion of the salt fish industry and his ocutstanding service with
the Fish Trades Association and the Newfoundland Association of
Figh Expeorters,

On behalf of the govermment I wmove that this Youse po on
record 8% vecording its sympathy on the death of Mr, Mifflia, and that
this expression of sympathy be communicated to his fami;y.

HON. E M, ROBERTS {Leader of the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, in behalf

of my colleagues I am happy to second that motion and to assoclate
surselves with the sentiments advanced by the Premier., This 1s the
second time in as many days in this House that we have been callsd upon
to note the death of a prominent citizen,

Mr. Harold Mifflin was a relatively young man. Bishop 0'Reilly
had lived his threze score and ten and indeed was a year or two beyond
that, whereas My, Mifflin was T believe sixty-two at the time of his
death. T think he was probably well-known to most members of the House.
He was not only a leading fipure in the salt fish industry . as the Premier
has reminded ue and in the fresh fish industry. through the family
enterprises, he took a leading part in the commumity life of Catalinpa
and of the whole area,rhat vhole tip of the Bonavista Peninsula., T
believe he was,for a number of vyears, Mayor of Catalina. (Am T correct?)
and he perved in o number of other civie capacities.

T had the pleasure to know him falrly well over the ysars.

He wazs the sort of man of whom Newfoundland could be proud and I am sure
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all Hewfoundland will mourn his loss. I believe his widow survives
as well as his brother, ¥Mr., Justice Mifflin of the High Court. I
would hope the Clerk will send vesolutions to bhoth of them. I
2ssume the motion will pass unanimously.

¥otion, that the House go on record as recording its
gympathies on the death of Harold Mifflin and that this expression
of sympathy be communicated to his family, carried.

PETITIONS:
MR, T.J.AYLWARD:  Mr, Speaker, I beg leave Lo present a petition
from the residents of Arncld’s Cove. The praver of the petiticn is
for the upgrading and paving of the rosd from the Trans-Canada to
the Town of Arnold’s Cove,

The petition itself is signed by over 500 individuals,
Mr. Speaker, and the prayer of the petition reads ss follows; "We
the undersigned residents of the Town of Arncld's Cove hereby affix
our names on a petition. The request is for the upgrading and paving
of reads in our town. This reguest applies w0t only fo the main
road which i under the cﬂntrai of the department but alsc locgsl
reads and branch roads which provide access to the various sections
of our town.

Some of these roads are under the contrel of the Town Council
of Arnold’s:Cove. The conditdon of the roads in this sunicipality is
one of the most pressing and hazardous probiems which confront the
residents, In several places the sides of the roads have become
dangerously eroded and culverts have besn broken down, Ercded roasds,
broken culverts, plugged drains and potholes all play a contributing
factor to making ocur yvoads impassable.”

Then they find ocut, Mr. Speaker, and I will not delay the
House with all the detalls, but they bring or ask to have brought to

the attention of this honcurable House two very important facters which
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merit consideration from the Depariwment to which this petition will
reléte and that is the proncunced incresse in the population of
this municipality. 1In faet, Arnold's Cove in 1981 had & population
of 213, in 1966 a population of 378 and in the last census,in 1971,
it had a population of over 919, which shows ard increase of over
two hundred percent since 1961, and in the last five vears ancther
incresse of one hundred percent in population.

This pronounced increase, Mr, Speaker, results from a
large number of pecple woving from the islands in Placentia Bay
and also,of course, from individuals seeking or obtaining employment

at Procon, Because of the increased
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population and also beeause of the proximity of the town to the
Come-by-Chance complex, it ié imparative that the road in this
municipality and in particular, of course, this main road from the
Trans Canada to Arnold's Cove he upgraded and paved.

1 ask that this petition be laid on the table of the
House and referred to the department to which it relates.

MR. 5.A, HEARY: I support the petitlon presented by the hon. member

for Placentia East on behalf of 500 tesidents of Arncld’s Cove to have their
read upgraded and paved from the Trans Canada Highway down through the
community. The irony of 21l this, Mr. Speaker, is that Arnold's Cove
is a communlity that never should have been. The people moved in
from the islands in Placentla Bay against the wishes of the resettlement
people and it is probably a good thing that they did because they have built
up one of the most prosperous communlties, I suppose, in that part
of Newfoundland. How, of course, it has become all the more important
because of the construction of the oil refinery at Come-by-Chance.
I think it is a very reasonsble reguest, Sir. Unfortunately, the
Minister of Highways or the Minister of Tramsportation and Communications
i3 not in his seat today but I am gure the petrition will reach his
deak. I hope, Mr, Speaker, that the government will see their way clear
to grant the prayer of the petizion,

On motion patitien receiwved,

REPORTS OF STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES

HOH., A, J. MURPHY {Minister of Sociml Assistance} Mr, Spesker, I beg

leave to table a copy of the Child Welfare Amendment Regulations, 1972,
HOTICE OF MOTION

HOM, T. A. HICKMAN: {Minister of Justice): Mr., Speaker, I give notice

that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a biil, "An Act Further

To Amend The Reglstration Of Deeds Act.”
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QUESTIONS
MR.ROBERTS: ¥r. Speaker, 1 have a question for the Minister of Highways
but he is not here, I assume he is in Corner Brook attending -

AN HOM, MEMBER: He is snow bound,

MR, ROBERTS: He is snow bound. Well that i1z appropriate -

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible).

MR. ROBERTS: 1 assumed he was In Corner Brook at HWis Excellency's funeral.
Perhaps in his absence the hon. the Premier could take the question as
notice, I doubt that he has the answer but he could find it cut, By

way of explanation, S;r, T have had a number of phone calls from the
Community of Hampden. Apparently the community has now been cut off

by road for four days. The one tractor in the area, I am told, is at

The Beaches which, as the Premler kngws, is a community not far from
Hampden, 1t is out of fuel. There is no fuel in Hagpden. I am told

that the nearest fuel depot is Deer Lake. The peo%le are wandering

what can be done to give them communications. The matter has become

mpre urgent. There was z death there. The doctor, Dr.Misik, an employee
of the Department of Health or the Minister of Health, died and I gather
it was a fairly grim task of moving his remains to Deer Lske and on the
town for burial. As slways there was a pregnant woman who was coming

into labour and it took eleven hours to move her to, I assume, Corner Brook.
The problem is a real one. I wonder if the Premier (I realize he can only
take it as notice) would find out and perhaps let the House know.

ME. MODRES: Mr. Spasker, as the Leader of the Opposition said, I will
have to take it as notice but im the meantime, in the absence of the
Minister of Hipghwaye, my office will follow through and find out what can
be done so that the Minister of Highways will be in a position fo answer
the question on tomorrow.

MR. P.E. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to

the Minister of Forestry and Apgriculture. Is it correct that the minister
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Hr, Thoms
now has in his possession the Cook Report and 1f go could the minister

inform this House if and when this report will be presented to this

Houge?

HOM, F. MAYNARD (Mianister of Agriculture and Forgsts): Yes, Mr. Speaker,

it i1z correct that T have a draft copy of the Cock Report. It has

not been done up into final form. I assume 1t could not take any more
than two or three weeks before it could be presented to the House.

MR, HNEARY: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister of Mines and Energy
would indicate to the House when he plans on making a statement on the
aituvation at the Buchan's Mine?

HON. L. BARRY {(Minister of Mines and Enerpgyl}: Mr. Speaker, I had this

ready for this afternoon when an opportuniiy arose. Mr. Speaker, the
hon, member for Bell Island requested information concerning reports with
respect to the phasing down of Buchan's Mine. 1 beldieve this is the tenor
of the question. I assume this arose from the newspaper refersnce and
radic reports.

HMr. Speaker, as I am informed this is a peremnial queation

that has arisen many times over the past years, the guestion of
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how the Buchan’s Mine would continue to operate and presumably in the

past as today the matter has revelved around the ore reserves avallable

to the mine. The information supplied me by my officials 1s that there
are proven reserves in the Buchan's Mine for another five to six years.

In fact there is a continuing exploration programme in effect there

and really it is only when the reserves ave proven and there is no
exploration programme that you can get any idea of when the mine will
close. The exploration programmes in the past have managed to find
additional reserves. We are hopeful that the exploration programmes

in the future will find other reserves and really that is the only
information I could give. Other than that the officials of my

department will be in continuous touch with the company 8o as to

obtain adequate notice in the event that there is any change or any
foreseeable time when the mine will be phasing out.

MR, S.A, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, could I ask the hon. minlster a supplementary
question? Does the hon. minister know or is he aware and perhaps if he is
not he could find ocut from his officials if exploration and diamond drilliang
at Buchans has been discontinued because T think this is how the rumors
started that somebody found out that the exploration in Buchans had been
discontinued?

MR. BARRY: HNo, the information that I have from my officials, Mr., Speaker,
is that the exploration programme will be continuing at least for another
vear and the way it ig worded here, another vear or so. So that is about
21l T can say. ¥ can check and if there is anything different to report

I could report back te the hon, member.

MR. HEARY: Well I would appreciate it, Mr. Speaker, if the hon. minister
would double check and T thank him for answering the question. I would
like to direct a guestion alsc to the hon, Minister of Manpower and
Industrial Relations. T would like to ask the minister what time the

minister or the government intends to table the Hattenhauer Royal
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Commizsion Report on safety and health hazards at the phosphorous plant
in Long Harbour.

MR, SPEARER: T would like te rule this question out of order since I
feel it could be placeé on the Order Paper. T do not think the answer
is an urgent one that requires the answer at the present moment. So T
feel that this question should go on the Ovder Paper.

MR, P.5. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to
the Minister of Recreation and Rehabilitation. Could the minisrer
inform this House as to what has been the rate of increase in the
Hoyles Home esach vear since 19657

MR. SPEAKER: T think the hon. member’s guestion can be placed on the
Order Paper as well.

MR. E.¥. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, may I direct a question to the hon.

the Premler? Is he in 2 position to inform the House if there are
discussions going on between the povernment and Spencer Lake regarding
the development to take place at Bay 4'Espoeir and if so0, what kind of
developments are proposed?

MR, MOORES: Mr. Speaker, to answer that, sometime ago I was involved
in discussions along that line. Since that time for some months T have

apt but T understand that the Minister of Industrial Development has
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MR, MOORES: had discussions., At what level they are right now,

I do not think they are certainly at any conelusive stage but 1f he
would care to bring the House wp-to-date on vhere they are or whether
he thinks 4t 15 in the best interest at this time to carry on
negotiations privately, I think I would ask him to reply to the
question.

HON. WM, DOODY, MINISTER OF THDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: Sir, the

discussions are on on-going with the Lake Interests with regard

to the Hay D'Espolr development. They are not sufflciently

concrete atb this time to be able to gilve a difinitive answer to

this House, We have had proposals which we are considering. We

are discussing them with the Newfoundland and Labrader Development
Assoclation. We want to get the federal peeple invelved in this.

It is » precty large and far-reaching area of concern that would be
of tremendous benefit te that aresa of Newfoundland 1f indeed we can
get it moving., I undertake to keep this House informed of progress
when we have anything tangible to report,

MR. HEARY: Hr. Spesker, T would like to direst a question to the
honourable the Premisr. Would the Premier indlcate to the House

if the government or the Premier have had any discussions with the
officials of the phosphorus plant at Long Harbour concerning
production problems or lack of production? If so, will the Premler
indicate to the House wha§ action is going tc be taken about these
praﬁlems? If.there will be an increase in the work force or if there
will be a cut back in the work force or just what the sltuation is?
1f the Premier has the information, 1 would like for him to give it to
the House?

MR, SPEAKER: I think that the same information might have been in the
honourable meﬁher's gquestion before and as such should very well go

on tha Ovrder Paper.
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MR, THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the
Minister of Recreation and Rehabilizgtion. In view of the report
which the minister tabled in this Fouse, T believe it was on
Thursday, would the minister consider subsidlizing the rates that
are now paid by sleven, at least eleven of the occupants which are
I belisve 5617 per month?

ME., OTTENHEIMER: 1 do believe the honourable gentleman’s question

is one, very specifically and clearly of government policy which
I think would be precluded as a question dn this area -
MR, ROBERTS: On a ¥oint of Order, Mr. Speaker, the honourable
gentleman 1s completly wrong. The citations in Beauchesne say
that an oral questlon on the precedents mey be allowed if it contains
an ares of government poliey that is very large. I mean, it is quite
in order for Mr. Speaker to rule that the question should be for the
Order Paper., It is quite in order for the honourable minister to degline
to answer - both of those. But the honourable gentleman from St Mary's
is completely out of order if he thinks a guestion may not be asked
on & matter of government poliecy. As a2 matter of fact many of the
gquestions that are asked are a matter or are directed towards the
matter of government policy. If the question pericd is not, Your Honour,
to be allowed to deal with matters of government policy, then let us end
what would then be only s charade. 1If we are going to develop a2 meaningful
question period in this House, let us not have this nit-picking from the
honourable pentleman from 5t Mary's.

I think his paint.af order is specious, Sir,

MR, OTTENHEIMER: Mr, Speaker, before vour ruling 1f T may, again T

I think a consulation with authorities will show that questions which
are aaticipatafy of gevérnment poliey are in a somewhat different
category. MNaturally both the honourable gentleman and I both

awalt your ruling.

b o
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MR, SPEAKER: 1 think this is gulte correct, questions that are

gaid to antieipate government policy are out of order. I think the
honourable gentleman's guestion was such,

MR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, In view of the impending nepotiations between

the union and the company
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at the phosphorous plant 4n Long Harhour. 11 wonder 1f he would be

in a positieon to make a statement which T consider to he urgent. as te
whether or pot there has heen any negotiation bhetween the povernment and
the plant concerning production problems at Lomz Harbour?

MR, SPPAKFR: T thank the hovourable member for Bell Island in raising
the guestion, If requires hasically the szame answer as hefore, and thus
could he put on the Order Paper.

AN HON, MFMEFR: Inaudible,

MR, SPEAKER: Order please!

ORDFES OF THE DAY

MR SPEAETR: Order, plaase,

in motlon of the Fon. Minister of Provincial Affairs. a Bi11,
"An Act Fespecting An Administrator For Lake Apartments’ carried.
MR SPEAKER-  When shall this bill be read a second time?

HON. F.M. ROBYRTS {(Leader of the Opposition): Mr. fpeaker, we do want

to know exactly the reasoning hahind the hill, which of course the
minister. in second reading, T assume will explain., If that is so,
and if 4t 1s what we understand it may he, we are preparad to consent
onn our side to allow 1t to go winging through today. We certainly do
agres to second reading, in any event.

On motion bill ordered read a second time now, by leave:

BON. T. HICKEY: (MINISTER OF PROVINCIAL AFFATRS AND ENVIRONMENT): Mr. Speaker,
the principle of this bill 18 to provide for the administrater for
Lake Apartments. The reasnn  for the bill coming before the House is
hecause of the sitvation which exists in that apartment bullding at the
present time., T could give detailed information, ¥r. Speaker,as
regards to the operation there, but there Is a case before the courts
and that T believe precludes pving certain information for fear 4t would
prajudice one side or the other.

However,T can Iinform the House that the situation is such that {t 4s

urgent. The tenants are unable to declde to whom they should pay their
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rent. The tenants have been, certain tenants have heen threatened,
They have been harassed., There is a state of chaos existing at the
moment .

This hill all it would do and it provides that it be done only
in this particular case,it is not as thouph it were to remain a statute
or apply to any other, It 1s a one time issue so as to speak. It
provides for the appointing of an administrator to receive the rents,
to hold such rents in trust, to administer the normal affairs of that
apartment huilding, to use what monles that may be necessary, from the

rents collected, to provide for normal maintainence and services.
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Mr. Speaker, 1t is only out of the nrseney of it that the b1ill
comes before the House. We attemped to sort this matter out by
other mesns and as I sald,because of the facr that the case is
bafore the House, that the case is before the courts rather, that
was impossible.

I might also point out that one of the claimants in the
cazse before the courts made application and the courts refused that
application., My understanding is that it was refused on the hasis
that it might nrajudica the case.

Se, wa have no alternative 1f we are going to protect the
vights of the tenants but to take this step which we hesitated in
taking but 1t has reached the stage where the hydro wav be cut off
at any time, whare people are being threatened with evigoion and
certalnly the rights and the general well-being of the tenants is
not belng protected and I feel that the only responaihle move
is to move in this direction. It is with pleasure. Mr. Speaker, that
I wnve second reading.

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. member from $t. John's South.

MR, P, WELLS: The minister having introduced this bill and explained
it, T feel that having perhaps more factual knowledpge than any .other
member of the House about this particular matter,because T happen to
be zcting in the case before the courts, I think I ought to speak.

I think T ought te maks clear ar the verv ocutsst that the
principie and the matters set forth in this bill do not confer any
advantape on any party bsfores the court. Therefore,I have no hesitation
in speaking on the bill.

The gist of the matter iz, Mr. Spesker, that there is an action
before the Supreme Court of Newfoundland which ig podng on at this time
and iz to resume again shortlv, to decide who owns Lake Apartments.begause
that fact has been disputed for some months past.

As the hon, the minlster has saild, the fact that there 18 a

dispute has put hardship on the tenants of Lake Apartments, Limited. 1T
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think we have got to - we are at the stage at the mowment where
anproximately eighty-five percent of the tenants are paying rent

to Lake Apartments,Limited. The other fifteen percent are paying

rent to the other purported owmer, This Is an intolerable situation.

A lot of tenants or a certain number of tenantsz have decided and 1

cannot blame them in the circumstances,that thev ought to nav no

tent at all. Of gourse that is also a ridieulous situarion because

there are heavy wmortgape commitments to be made on this apartment

building. Alse, Newfoundlani Light and Power have te be pald and the other
veople who nrovide services have to be pald, snow clearing,ete.

1 feel that although the case, the actual hearing of the case
in court may well conclude within a matter of three or four weeks, it may
be the tudgement mav not be rendersd for a matter of perhaps months
hecause 1t 1s a very complex matter T feel on the question of
principle of this bill, I feel there is not any doubt that it oupht to
be passed. I can See no case or No way there it can confer an advantage
on either of the parties before the court. 1t simply protects the
tenants in that thev can then pay their rent to the administrator who
would be appointed under the act. The administrater c¢ould then pav the
mortgage pavrents which are quite heifty and have to be met from the rents.
The administrater can provide for snow.clearing, for payment of Hewfound-
land Light and Power, all these bills which must be paid in a repular
fashion otherwise the apartment grinds to & halt and the persons who
suffer most in that case would be the tenants. So, I have no hesitation
in supporting the principle of this bill, Mr., Speaker.

It occured to me just before the hon. minlster Introduced
the bill, and T will deal with this in detall when we come to clause
three, that I think perhaps something should be added.

Yes, that is a point that I would deal with too when we come

to clause bv clause consideration of the bill. The other point 1s at the
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end of clguse three subsection one, all matters arising during

the period of the administration and I would add, and any actions

now ocutstanding against anvy tenant for non-pavment of reant shall

be atayed wntil the determination of ownership by the Supreme Court,
The reason that I would ask the House to include that

saction is
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this, that I understand,even asliate as this morning, that certain
actions have been taken in court against tenants for non-payment of
rent, I can appreciate the pogltion in which the tenants find
themgelves,being sused and not knowlng to whom they should pay the
rent and in fact the court having preat difficulty in determining
the outcome of such an actdon anyway. T think that all actions
for payment of rent should be stayed, actions that is by any or
either of the claimants. 3But of course, 1f the administrater (and
this is implicit in the act anyway) as appointed by the minister
wants to take action for rent, of course he would have every right
to do so.

T will, in some detail,when wve come to that partigular
clause deal with it and propose that that alse should be added., T
think the honourable Leader’s point about neplipence, that could be
something else that could be considered also. T would like to
stress to the House that for the sake of these tenants in lLake
Apartments, I feel that this bill ought to be passed and an
administrator enabled to be appointed.
MR. ROBERTS:  Mr. Speaker, from our point of view, we have no objection
te the bill and wa are guite prepared to support it having heard the
explanation of the minister and even more helpfully, the honourable
gentleman from 5t. John's South.

T know nothing at all about the affairs of Lake Apartments
Limited or whatever the company is actually called other than what 1
have read in the newspapers. I may say that it is one of the more
interesting snd Craustarkian ecases of whieh T have read in our courts
in sometime. 1 have no idea what the rights and wrongs of it are and
in any event that is not cur function as a legiglature. T am haturally
somewhat reluctant in ordinary eircumstances to see the government or

this House act in respect of any individual action before the courts.
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I think it iz a precedent that should be appreached very warily
because 1t would be very easy to get to the stage where any
contestants in an action before Her Majesty's Court could come to
ug and ask us to resolve it by legislation.

_k see the Minister of Justice iz nodding in agreement.
I think that it is a principle that we could all apree on auite
heartily. 1In this case however, there does not seem to be any other
way out of it. Perhaps we should have generic legislation of this
aort. As I understand it, all we are beinp asked to do here, we
have a case where two parties claim each owns all or part of the
egtate, the Lake Apartments Limited or whatever the company is called.
There is guite a considerable squabble as to owes and who owms how
much, what and to whom. The tenants are caught ip the middle. I
zssume the tenants are quite willing to pay thelr rents if they
could only find somebody who eould recelve the rent and give them a
good receipt therefor. Alse, as the gentleman from 5t. John's South
hias polnted out, somebody must pay the variocus mortgagees.

1 assume that it is Central Mortpage. Does Mr. Bootwals hold
a number, s whole series of mortgages, the second to the sixzxteenth inclusive
or to that effect? He puts them forth as mortpages. Also of course,
for the utildities, the hdeG and what have you. We go along with it.
I do hope it is not a precedent. I do hope that we do not get into
this sort of situation again. If we do in Newfoundland, perhaps the
government would wish to lock at generic legislation., We are now getting
a number of apartment bulldings around. We have had the "trot around the
block" with Mr. C;aig Bobbin's enterprises, where the honourable the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and latterly the gentleman from 5t. John's
East Extern, the Minister of Provincial Affairs,sort of leooked at
something for months and in the end,much like "Bumpty Dumpty”,came out

about where they started.
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We are poing to have morve and more problems with apartments
in this province hecause we are golng to have more and more apartments,.
I assume the Landlord And Tenant Act will be back on the Order Paper
this session if it has nob made its appearance vet, But it is -

is it back?
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I am sorry. We need not have given it a second reading in a fit of
weakness but it Is basically a good pilece of legislation and we may
need more along these lines.

The only other point I will make is to follow up the point
made by the pentleman from St. John's South, 5ir. As I read section {3),
alrhough there are specific words 1t may touch the principle of the bill
and 1 put it forth in that hope, As I vread it,and I do not claim to be
that learned in the law, the administrator. the gentleman acting as
administrator can act neglipently but as long as he does not act
maliciously he is held hammless against any action. I do not apree
with that. 1 think anybody should be required te act as a reasonably
prudent man would in the circumstances and if whoever is to be appointed
the administrator acts neglipently then I think he should be prepared
to take the consequences just as any other citizen would in the normal
course of any business dealings.

S0 perhaps at committee stage we could lock at that in addition
to the point the pentleman from St. John's South has made about actions
being taken in respect of grants that are claimed to be owed.

The only thing I would ask, Mr. Speaker, is if the minister
in closing the debate, whenever that comes, could perhaps indicate what
type of administrator he intends to appoint. I am sure he has given
it some thought. Would he appoint a lawyer? Would he appoint the
Registrar of the Supreme Court, I do not know if that is possible oy
not? I am concernsd about the question of fees fo make sure the are
reagonablae. I assume they will be borned by Lakeslide Apartments Limited.
These are polnts which should be dealt with as we do not want large fees
being run up by somebody who iz not gualified, we do not want large fees
being run up by anybody, I think 1t would be helpful 1f the minister
could assure us as I am sure is the case that he has a qualified

administrator in mind whom he intends to appoint.
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MR. NEARY:  Another 520,000 a year jioh.

MR, ROBERTS: Mo, it should net. That is the whole point it should not
be another 520,000 a year or even a 510,000 a year job. Also since the
fees in the lomg run will come out of the estate, out of Lakeside
Apartments Limited - Well, I will yield to the hon. pentleman for

8t. John's South.

MR. SPEAKER: Before the hon. gentleman for 8t. John's South continues
maybe the hon. members have noticed a group of students in the public
galleries on my left. I intended to welcome these earlier but it was
not possible for them to arrive. Amongst this group are twenty-five
students from Neepawa Area Colleglate of Neepawa, Manitoba. This group
with their teachers,Mr. and Mrs, Peter Isaaec,are puests of twenty-four
student city schools here. It is indeed a pleasure on behalf of all
members of this hon. House for me to welcome vou here tqday and trust
that you wiil come hack and see us agailn sometime.

MR, ROBERTS: Your Honour would perhaps like to remind the studenmts in
the galleries that our elock is a gift of the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba when we became a province. I guess that is why the buffalces
are there, 1t is Maniteba's provincial symbol,

MR. SPEAKER: Th%t is right. That 1s correct.

MR, R. QELis: Mr. Speaker, on the point raised by the hon. Leader of
the Oppaéition, it is not covered in fhe écc ana I am sure the minlster
will maké it clear. My thinking in this matter,affar it was raised,
was that all cogts,of course, of this would be borne by Lake Apartments
Limited or by whomsoever owns the apartment éfter thé court decides
that. II certainly should not imagine and should not think that_chis
ought to be;in any sense the cost of this.boxne by the public of this
province. N

HE. ROBERTS: I thank the hon. gentleman. I was not saying that but I

want to make sure the costs are reasonable because it is like arguing
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pver a well., In the lomg run 1t is what is left in the estate that pays
for it and we have all heard about and perhaps it has not beem a practise
but we have seen cases whers when the various parties into the well were
through there was nothing left for whoever got what was there.

MR. WELLS: Well, if that happened in a case like this,vhichever party
was held to have ownership be selzed of the apartments,would have the
tight to go to court to have the aize of the bill adjudicated uvpon if
there wers any fees.

ME, ROBERTS: Ir was that right to go to court to try to determine
things arising out of Lake Apartments Limited that pot us into this in
the first place, Mr. Speaker. The whole poilnt about Lake Apartments

iz it is obviously . from reading the newspapers,such an incredibly -

vou have martgageg; second mortgapes and promissory notes and shares
being issued af not heing issued, §0u knaw it is worthy of a corporate
law course.

EELME§§&§: if tﬁe hon, ieader could vield for a moment I think and I
propose to ha#é“sémething to say about this pefhaps in the throne

speech debaiﬂ. fha sort of thing that allawe& this to develop is
section {53} of the Convevancing Aéis iﬁ #y view that is something

that we ought to take a look at because 1t seems ﬁé me that we ought

not in thié province ,as things become more complex, apartment bulldings,
large mnrtgages ete., therse ought ﬁat to be the right to go by way ﬁf

the Conveyamciﬁg Act ﬁr farealoéu%e,, The. riéht should be limited
e fofeclasure.in my view because it was the use of the Conveyancing Act,
whather it Qés jus;ified or nét, which.leﬁ tn.this sort 5? rhing happening.
ME. ROBERTS: Well;.the ﬁﬁn. ganﬁlaman and I.do nnt agree on a great

deal but we certainiy 1 think agree.
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Mr. Roberts.

1 cannot speak with detail on the Conveyancing Act. Hy one acquaintance .
with it was a brush during the exams administered by the benchas'of the law
aociety. I came off ahead but I will not say how much ahead, enough
ahead that thev have adwmitted me to the bar. The point is and I think

it is a very sound one that our law in Newfoundland is not suffieciently
sophisticated to deal adequately with these problems because up until

very recently we did not have them, My, Speaker. 1 am not sure where

the heonourable gentleman and I got in our - all I was doinpg was closing
the few words I had to say and to ssk the minister, when he closes the
debate, (L assume he has an administrator in mind when one drafts the

b11l and has 1t brought in and all these things) perhaps he could indicate
to the House whom the administrator is to be and any other relevant
terminclogy. Is he to be paid by the day? How is he to be paid? In the
long run 4t will be the tenants whe will pay. There is nchody else

in this with any money except the tenants and whoever collects what, when,
from whom or how, it will be the tenants living in those apartments now

or in the future who pay whatever the costs of this are. There is no
suggestion to my mind that it would be from the public till nor should it,
We will support the bill, It is an unusual one but under the circumstances
it seems to be justified.

MR. BPEAKER: If the honourable minister speaks, he closes the

debate,

HR. HICKEY: HMr, Speaker, I can inform the Leader of the Opposition that
we do have an administrator in mind. However, there has been nothing

- settled in terms of a fee. I can clear the matter of as to who should pay
the fee, Of course, it would be paid by the apartment people,whoever

the ovmer will be determined to be. I would suppose that 1t would be paid
by the court; when the case is disposed of , as opposed to being paid

by any one else or to be taken out of the monies that are collected, I fgel
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Mr. Hickey.

that the proper way to do it would be that the bill would be presented

to the court rather than the firm paying themselves. On the matter of the
fee, we are presently getting what is copsidered to be an accepted

rvate from 2 trust company who are experienced in this kind of situation
and who manpage spartments and so on. I would suggest that he would

follow this figure,

ME. ROBERTS: Is the though® to put & trust company as administrator?

MR, HICKEY: Bo, it was not intended that we appoint & trust company,

Mr. Speaker, for the simple reascon there are a nusber of things that have
te be done. There would have to be a falr amsount of time spent initially
to attend to a number of things. 1 felt that a large trust company would
not necessarily be required. Most of those people are very busy. My main
concern is that some kind of decent service is provided to people who live
in that building and that a nusber of the real problems should be sorted
out immediately. I will say that I had 2 small accounting firm in mind.
1 feel that they would do a creditable job there. I do not think it is

a job for s large trust company.

MR, ROBERTS: Could the minister name the accounting firm?

MR, HICKEY: No I am not in a position to nmame them, Mr. Speaker, because
as I said the matter of fees has not been settled. ‘Tharefcte, I feel that
it would be improper for me to name them at this time.

With regard to the involvement of the administrato;, it would be
as simple a matter as I have indicated when I opened the debate,that the rents
would be collected, the services resteved and any urgent matters of maintenance
be attended to, It is not the dntention to ask the administrator to get
involved in previous disputes with any of the tenants or previous disputes
that the tenants might have had with either of the claimants who are

before the court. I¢ would be a simple matter of administering the affairs
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of this apartment bullding from the date of apointment up until the
time the matter is scrted out by the cpurt.

There is one other point, Mr, Speaker, that 1 want to make
and that is that the reason for the urgency of this matter; in addition
to tenants paving te two different prospective landlords and some tenants
not paying any one, there are other tenants who have retained lawyers,
who are paying the rent to rhose lawyers, I would ask the adminiscrator
to collect this rent that is now being held until the dispesition of
the case, There sre bills, charges, accounts which are outstanding and
this is vhat is making the situation rather difficult at the moment,

On motien, a bill, "An Act Respeeting An Administrator For Lake

Apartments,”

read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee of the
Whole House now by leave.

ME. ROBERTS You can have leave only on the condition that the

honoursble gentleman tell us whom he has in mind., I am not saying

that there iz asnything wrong but we do get inherently suspicious at

this state. I can understand the honourable gentleman not wishing to

name an individual or firm until he has sort of consummated an arrangement
with them but I might add that his adpinistration have appointed Mr. Nutbeem
and only now has Hr, Nutbeem's salary been negotiated,a fortmight later, If
the bill is urgent we will consent on our part to comeittee at this stage,
on the condition the minister tell us whom he proposes to name. Surely,
there is nothing to hide.

HR., BARRY: My information is {Interruption}

MR, ROBERTS: I do not feel any need to give any explanation for my conduct
to the hon., gentleman from Placentia West.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please!

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inavdible)}.

JMR. BOBERTS: I shall anyway.
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MR. BPEAKER: The hom. member for 5t. John's South.

MR, WELLS: My, Speaker, if the honourable member would be satisfied,
if the minister named perhaps as a generic term, like a chartered
aceountant or & lawyer or somebody of this sort, not the individual's
name, because cbvipusly that would have o be cleared,

AH HON, MEMBEN: {Inaudible).

ME. WELLS: Lf it is a vecongizad chartered accountant - I mean after
all, to name someone who might turn it down -
MR, HOBERTS: It is 2 mountain out of z molehill. Cannot the minister

go out on the telephone and
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We gould come hack to this later today at committee stape ig will
take ten minutes to put the blll through. The administrator presumahbly,
I do nnt know if His Honour is dn town or not. The minister is not
hiding anything 1 am sure, vell.let him rell us.

MR, HICKFY: Mr. Speaker, I have already indicated why I am unable to

say who the administrator {s going to be or may he. I have no assurance
that the gentleman or the pentlemen who T am going toe ask to act as

the administrator will accept. T hava been unable at this time to determine
the fee to be paid. Burely no sve is Jjust golng to say; "Indeed we will
administer that apartment buillding. Ve do not care how much vou will pay
us, maybe pay us five dollars.”

Mr. Speaker, if the passape of this bhill depends on my heinpg out on
the spot tu glve information or to act hastlly or to act Irresponsibly,
that I have no intentions of doipg it. If the honourabls gentleman on the
other side wish to hold up the tenants in Lake Apartments for another day
waell then that is fine by me.

MR. ROBERTE: Mr. Hpeaker, the honourable gentieman is the sne who
wants haste, This hill has sat on the Order Paper singe Friday. It was
not ecalied for dehate on ¥Friday.

AN FON. MEMBFR:  Thursday.

MR. ROBFRTS:  Thuradav,it was on Thursday. The honourable pentleman has
obviously no desire for haste. The honourable gentlewman Is the one who
wvas in here asking us to wave the rules of this House, Well, we are
prepared to wave - he iz trying to hide something. Well then fine we
will wait the extra twenty-four hours.if that Is vhat he wishes to do.
But let him not accuse us of delay, Sir. Ve stand ready on cur part to
expedite this by agreelng to wave the rulea. But il he is the one who
wants the haste, it was the honourable gentleman who came in and wants

to put this through in one dav, in all stages, Your Henour, not us., Ue
are willing to have 1t go the normal course. But 1f he thinks it is urpent,

let him do what little is necessary to mske it urpgent. We can adjourn until
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later this afternoon,come hack at a guarter of six on this matter, put

ir vhrough hy six o'clock. if 1t is that urgent. Bur let him -~ a

shame! Ah, listen to it. Listen to it, The iittle fella. Right,it is
petty. We are being asked to wave the rules, Well what is he tryiog

to hide? This is the government, Mr. 5peaker, this is the government -
MR. HICKEY: To & point of order, Mr. Speaker, I take emception to this
phrase "what am T trying to hide.” The honourable gentleman has a had
mind, He drinks, sleeps and eats corruption those dayvs, When he looks

at his family, does he think of corruption? He must, because he thinks
about it when he looks ar everyhody slse. I have no intentions of being
forced to make a decisign which I am not able to make,‘l am not ready

te make at this time, Does the honourable gentleman realize that T only
rave notice on Thuraday, that on Friday I was umable to bring this bhill
before this House because the honourable gentleman and a few more

vere discussing & matter of urgent public imporrvance namely; the steel
mill. VWhat is he talking about? I have nothing to bide. But I am not
going te be pushed in a corner by making a decision that T am not ready to
make. 1 will make 1t when I am ready.

MR. SPFAKER:  Order] Doess the honourable gentleman have leave -

MR, MARSHALL: On z point of order, Mr. Speaker, the povernment heartily
endorses the position taken by the hon. the Minlster of Provincial Affairs
and Environment. We will not be pushed intc anything and therefore we
will withdraw the request. We shall proceed in the normal course of avents
and we will lock forward to passage of this bill at the earliest possible
apportunity.

MR, SPFAKER: Will this bill be referred to a committee of the whole

House on tomorrow? Agreed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY

MR, SPFAKFR: The honourable member for Bonavists North.

MR, P, 5. THOMS: Mr, Speaker, may I first before I go into detail

congratulate the honourable member for Port su Port for his appointmant
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as Deputy Bpeaker of this House. It is indeed a privilepe to see vou
sltting in the Chair. I feel assured that you will carry out vour

duties as your dutles ought te be carried out,
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It 45 a little disappointing theough, Mr. Spesker, to see that the
former Deputy Speaker or that the Deputy Chailrmen of Committees
was not elevated to this post. I thought for sure that the
honpunable wember for St. George's would be promoted to this
post. I trust that does not throw any possible influence upon the
merber in question. 1 hope it does not indicated that this
government feel that he is a little imcompetent like the
rest of the ministers are.
MR, HEARY: He is not a member of the Bar Society.
MR. THOMS: Mr. Spesker, I was somewhat a little disappointed
and I thought it should have been in ordsr for this honourable
House at its opening to at least recognize the passing of one of
the greatest Canadlans that we have known, of course I speask of the
honpurable Lester Peareon.

Mr, Fearson’s death most definitely was z loss te all
Canadians. He was an outstanding Canadlan, s true Canadiaan, he
was a national figure and indeed he was a prominent International
figure. Last Friday, the fifteenth, was the eight anniversary of
Canada's present flgg. 1 thought for sure someone on the government
side of this House would indeed recognize that date and pay tribute
not anly to Mr. Pearson but to the fact that we do at this date
possess that flag,

Mr. Speaker, may I make a sugpestlon to you or to this
Houge ¥ wuulé this House conaider bringing into this honourable
House the Canadian flag? Maybe at the same time we could also
bring in the Unien Jack.

AN HOM. MEMBER: A good idea.

MR, THOMS: 1Indeed, Mr, Speaker, it would be a worthwhile tribute
to the former Prime Minister of (anada, Lester B. Pearson.

¥ow, Mr. Spesker, the Speech from the Throne does not
really call ﬁor much comment, because there is not much there

to comment upon. The mover and seconder of the Speech from the
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MR. THOMS: Throne did as admirable a job as they possibly could,
but I was very distrubed, bery disappointed, at the comments
from the member for 5t. John's South.

Mr. Speaker, his comments really disturbed me as I am
sure they disturbed most Newfoundlanders. If this honourable
House will allow me, I would like to refer you to the comments
which the honourable member hade wade, and I read from
Hansard of January 31, 1973 on page 15, 1ést paragraph.

“In the 1960's I believe that our greatest obstacle

to pregress was a feay of government, 2 wariness of government,
a fear that te offend the povernment would be to {mpair one's
chances of a job." -

Mr, Speaker, I wonder was he thinking about the two
jobs that were lost when the Torles took over on January 18, 197%,
when the hqnourable member's Minister of Provincial Affairs dimmediately
fired two members, two people from this bullding, Mr. Cousens and
Mr. Fitzgerald. Was that what the honourable member for St. John's
South was thinking about, Mr. Speaker? Impair one's chances of
a job. " Whoge jobs were impaired?

The member, Mr. Speaker, goes on to say,’would also impair
a businessman's bid for a contract." Today we do not have any
bids for contracts,”a labour union’s right to exist or impair
the chance of an igdustry to grow snd prosper.” These fears may
have been irrational and of course what he is really saying -
MR. MURFHY: Ask the member for Bell Island abéut the -
HR. NEARY: As the minister about the case tractors.
MR, THOMS: Mr, Spgaker, did something I say irritate the honourable
member for 5t. John's Centre or did I touch a sore spot.
MR. NEARY: You touched a nerve.
MR. THOMS: He_who shouts loudest is gulley., It 1s so, and the

honourable member ghouting” is evidence of that this evening. He
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MR, THOMS: also goes on to say, Mr. Speaker, that these fears
may have been irrationmal. Really what he is trying to say,

Hr. Speaker, iz that rthese fears sre senseless and unreasonable
snd that is the only word that I can possibly agree with him on.
They were senseless and unreasonasble.

My, Speaker, z iittle later on during the day, we also
got the words of wisdom from gur honourable Premier, who I am
vary sorry to say is not this afterncon in his seat. It is too
bad because I am sure he would enijoy this.

The Premier says, Hr. Spaakar,'as was mentioned by the
membey for St. John's South, "there iz one thing that has been accomplished
this year that had nevér been done before and that is a feeling of
demoeracy in our province, this Island of Newfoundland and the Mainland
of Labrador,of freedom of speech, of freedom of people, where they
are not afrald to eriticize the governnent,” Can you imagine that?
"Where they are not afrald te criticize anvthing nor anybody. Thers
ig a freedom in this country, and that is something that was not

! Aﬁézing words, Mr. Speaker, amazing words indeed when

here before,’
we think about what went on here last Monday in this honourable House
and the p%éss release that the Premier of this province made, smazing
words inéaaﬁ.

They are also more amazing when you think back only a few
months ago and you find that one of the reputable citizens of our
province was sitting in a chalr on the eighth floor of this building
and was hoisted by the péiiae on orders from the Premier, or was
it the Minister of Justice? When vyou think, Mr. Speaker, that just
last week a grsup'of citizens from the Town of Bonavista, who were
definitely a well-disciplined orderly grﬁﬁp -

AN HON, MEMBER: Seventy per cent females.

MR, THOMS: were watched over by.a cantiﬁge#t'of police here in the

lobby of Confederation Buildiﬁg.' 1s that what the Premiler is talking
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MR, THOMS: about when he says, "freedom of speech,” "freedom of our
people.” Can we from now on, every time we get a delegation at
Confederation Bullding, expect them to be met by a contingent of
policel Are we talking about a democracy or a police state?

Then, Mr. Speaker, to go back a little further -
HR. CROSBY: Back to the IWA,
MR, THOMS: Let us go back to it. Youw will have your chance

to speak and you can spesk -
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what vou like then, Or are vou golng to speask?

MR NEARY: What about the steel plant? Let us go back to the steel
plant,

HME SPEAKER: Order. The hon. member for Bonavista Worth will refer
to znother honourable mewber as honourable member ~

MR THOME:  Thank youw, M v, Speaker. May I savy rhat the hon. thse
junior member for Harbour Main will have his time to speak. He will
have a full ninety minutes of it if he can find anvthing te sav in this
ninety minutes.

My, Speaker, when wa talk abour demncracy of speech, democracy
of sur people, freedom of ocur people, freedom of speach, freedom to
eriticize and vhen we think about the members of the Torv Party seavching
personal files in this provioee of curs, vhen we think about the police
robbing personal homes, bank offices and 21l the rest that went on, how
can a Premier lustifv such words as fresdom of gneech and freedom of

people. This word freedom from fear, Mr. Speaker

HON, LEG D. BARRY: {(MINISTER OF MINES AND EHERCY}: My, Speaker, to

a point of order. The honourahle member’s reference to rvobhing by the

nolice force is a reflection on civil servants or perscns who caonot
answer for themselves, and should not he permitted.

AN HONOURAALE MEMBER: That is not a point of order.

MR, Tuoms: 1 did not say vobbing, I said searching. If I said robbinmg,
1 withdraw it. I meant gearching.
MR SPPARKER: Order please. The honourable member mav rephrase his
statement 1if he wishes. If the word robbery were used, he may wish to
replace it.
MR. TEOMS: I rephrase the gquestion and I place in the word "search”,

¥Mr. Speaker, this old cuestion of fear, beaing afraid of
the povernment, afraild of the minister, being afraid of the Premier,
this 45 just a continuing programme by the Tory Party of Newfoundland
to try to discredis the previous administration. There one and enly

aim ig the previsus premier. If all the members of the Tory Party

in this House, Mr. Snpeaker, could even be =zs equal to a small finger
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af the nrevious nremier they would be indeed worthy of their
existence.

Mr, Spesker, their fear that has heen imbeded in the minds
of naople of the province teday 1s gauite evident, nulte svident indeed.
Mr. Speaker, i1t is so evident that it even made one of our television
comentators sav just a lirtie while ago, "1t ig getring a little
geary around here these davs.” HNew, ¥r. %peaker, when this turn of
events comes about things are really petting bad. HNever in New-
foundland’s history have our neonle been afraid of politicians, p remiers,
the press or anvone else. Ino Newfoundland we fear God and we have no
ather fear.

Mr. NEARY: What ahout the welfare officer down in Burgeo?

MR. THOMS: Yes, tell us about the poor little welfare officer?

Mr. Speaker, on Monday of this week, the Premier wmade a state-
ment and this statement was followed up in this House of Assemblv hv a
most vigious attack, and irresponsible attack, a vicious and vile attack
bv the member for 5t. John's Fast.

Mr, Speaker, in this coeuntrv of ours where we are supposed to
have freedom of speech and freedom of people,we also have what 1s called
freedom of the »press.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have our newvs media and I assure you
they must have a very difficulc ifob, difficult indeed. The job of our
news media is to report, to report the news, to report the weather, to
report anvthing they see fit to report. It is alse thelr job to provoke
a ﬁiscussion if necessarv. It i3 also thelr job to amuse 1f necessary
and af sometimes they even irritate us or annoy us but all in all, Mr.
Speaker, their discussions, thelr irritations, their amusements, it is
all information.

The newspavers relay to us information that we could never

pogsibly pet in any other wav. Now, Mr. Speaker, if I as a merber of
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thin Assemblv going to he irritaped because of what some newspaper
zaid or hecauss of what some vadio and television network sald, well
really, Mr. Speaker, T should not publicly sav anvthing at all because
vhere vou have different reporting,quite different no two stories are
going to come out exactly the same and no matter how manv different
stories come out.l am goinpg to be able to oick out sometrbing within
that story that 1 do not asree with.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the lonz and the short of thig whole
controversy hetween a nortion of our news media and anvy other member
of this louse or anv other segment of out population is simplv rhis:
if vou cannet swim get out of the water and 1f vou cannot take eriticism
get out of polities,

Mr, Speaker, T am just a littie saddened this afterroon when
1 see that the hon. ?ramier.is not in his seat. As a matter of fact, well
mavhe we should get him. Tt iz veally to bad because really, Mr. Sveaker,
the Premier of this Province hag quite a lot to answer for, aquite a lot
indeed.

During the early part of last vear, Mr. Speaker, our Premier
took part in some discusslons. I believe it was in Halifax. BHis
discussions centered arvund the off-shore mineral resources of the Atlantie
Provinees. The Premier came back to this vrovince and he made a state~
ment, Mr. Sneaker, to this hom. House ,on Monday, June 19 , 1572 and on
nage two of that.statement, the fifth paragraph, I would like to quote
fn? vou.

“The second benefir is the joining of the Province of Oushec
with the Atlantic Provinces in this matter and the common dicision of

each of the five provinces that futher meetings should be beld soon.”

507



Fehruary 19, 1973 Tape 163 PE - 1

1 would like to vepeat this sentence, Mr. Speaker, "the second henefit
15 the doining of the Provinee of fuebec with the Atlantic Frovinces in
rhis matter and the common decision of each of the five provinces that
further meetings should be held soon.’

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to understand how the Premier could make this
statement, It is very diffieult indeed. I would like to think, Mr. Speaker,
that our Fremier was 11l-informed or misinformed or that maybe some
of his minister,of’minister or someone slse had misinformed the Premier.
Pecause, Mr. Speaker, this statement is not true. This is not a true
and factual statement. I would not say 1t is a lie because that would
be unparliamentary. Recaunse it is not true that this is not the first time
that the Province of Quebec had taken part in these discussions. It is not
true whatsoever., Oushec was involved in the offshore discussions ever since
1964, Mayhe the Minister of Fconomic Development. Mr. Speaker, is correct.
1 trust he is.

AN _HON. MEMBER: Inaudible.
MR, THOMS: Four years after what started?

AN BOW, MEMBER: Inaudihle.

MR.TROMS:  Mr. Speaker, the discussions with the Joint Mineral Resources
Committee have heen going on continuously since 1964, Is this not correct?
Mr. Speaker, the discussions of this committee had involved the Province of
fluehae way before 1972. Is this not correct? And if this is correct,then
the Premier’s statement is wrong.
AN HON. MEMBER:  Inaudible,
MR, THOMS: I have read 1t twice for you, you should have heard it,

Mr, Speaker, prior te January 1972 the chairman of the Joint
Mineral Resources Committes was the hon. William Callahan of Newfoundland,
Prior to him was the Minister of Resources from OQuebhec, T belleve his
name was John Paul Allard. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, this is evidence
enough to prove that Quebec was involved in these discussions hefore the
Halifax meeting of last year. T want to make this abundantly clear because

it gives an indication that we were not talking with the Provinee of
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fmehee. We were.
¥R, RARRY: The Premier was sayinp that there was an agreement at that time
£o operate in a joint aporoach to the federal government.
MR, THOMS: The Premier stated,in his statement, the second benefit is the
4oining of the Province of OQuehec with the Atlantic Provinces.
ME. BARRY: That is right. A commitment there, that is a lot different
than the initial discussions held,trving to work out something.
Mr. CROSBIE: w4l the previous minister available, there was no such
common approach.
MR. BARRY: There was no common approach. Mo joint approach until that
statemant,
MR, THOMS-  Well, Mr. Speaker, it appearad both in the news media of this
provines that this was the first zime that OQuebec had join such discussion.
AN TIOM, VEMBER- Please do not call the Tremier to accourt for the neus
mediz ~ he has made that gulte clenr.
MR. TUOMS: This s the statement T am referring to.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, I want to make it abundantly clear that the
five Atlantic provinces have heen involved in these discussiona for quite
some time. I may alse add that considerable progress was made. Mr. Speaker
the discussions previous to January 1972 several of these discussions took
place 4in relatien to drawinp up the boundarles between the five Eastern
provinces. Mr. Speaker, this was done and agresed upon by 1968,
MR, BO0nY-  bid vour administration take responsibility for these houndaries?
MR, THOMS:  They were back to 1968,
MR. DOOLY:  Well did the previous administratien take respomsihility for
the definition of these houndarles? 1T am asking you now.
AN P0ON, MIMBER: Vow much did you give away on that?
MR. DOODY: Yow answer the question. You can make an accusation, answer
the guestion.
MR, SPFAKFR: Order, please! Would the hon. the Minister of Industrial

Nevalopment take his seat,
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MR, BOODY: I am sorry , Your Honour.

MR, THOMS: WMr, Speaksr, any minister of this crowm, or this povernment
or anyone of this Homse of Assembly will have their time ro spea% and
they can ask questlons and they can geb answers at that time. They can
make what accusations they 1like, but the very fact remains that these
discussions were carried out before. These boundaries were drawn up

and apreed upon by the five Atlantic Provinces.

Mr. Speaker, the old guestion of offshore mineral rights have been
brought to the forefront time and time again. My, Speaker, the previous
administration took the position that in Kewfoundland's claim to offshore
mineral ripghts,that we claimed one hundred per cent of any henefits that
were derived from these offghore winerals.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it seems unfailr that we should give up sny of this
claim or give up any of this right or even that we should talk about the
flexible, about the one hundred per cent ownership claim of the offshore
mineral rights. The present government’s poliey apparently 1s somewhat
watered down when you think about the palicy of the previocus administration,

We have. Mr. Speaker, territorial rights over all the minerals en
the Continestal Shelf. We have legitimate claims to these rights. They
are ours. We should not give up one per cent of cur rights. We should stick
by this argument and claim one hundred per cent of the rights of all offshore
minarals,

How, Mr, Speaker, some people may not think that this should bhe so.
Some peopls think that maybe, Just wmaybe that the faderal government should
have gsome portion of our offshore mineral rights. They may say that this is
the first time that we have had such a case as the offshore mineral rights
in Eastern Newfoundland., Burz, Mr. Speaker, it is not the first time, We have

mined minerals under the North Atlantic for years. I refer of course to the
Iron Mine of Bell Island.Ve mined irom ore three and a-half miles out under

the sea bedoff Bell Island for at least seventeen vears after Confederation
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and the Tederal povernment had no clalm whatsoever 10 any of these minerals

nor did they collect any rovalities. 7T say the same principle that applied

on Pell Tsland also applies
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on the Grand Banks of borh Labrader and Hewfoundland.

Mr, Spesker, while T mgree that the Federal Government
has certain jurisdiction, the Federal Covermment's jurisdiction
starts at high-water mark and poes out over the ficor of the ocean.
The federal jurisdiction, ¥r. Speaker, is a1l around the offshore
drillicz rigs and the Federal Government should control and
repulate these drilling rips. But, Mr. Speaker, once that drill
strikes the bottom of the ccean vou are in provincial jurisdiction.
1f you were not in provincial jurisdiction on Bell Isalnd,vou are
not on the Grand Banks.

MR, L, BARRY: Nonzense, You are in the same jurisdiction when

you are on the top too 1f you have to be on the top to explolt the
hotton.

EE;wiiﬁﬁﬁiz Hoe not at all.

AN HON, MEMBER:  All the way down.

MR, THOMS: Provincial jurisdiction starts at the ocean flcor only.
Above the ocean floor you have federal jurisdiction.

MR, BARRY: Why are you gpiving away most of our jurisdiction te the
Federal Covermment by that statement?

ME. THOMS: T am not giving away any Jurisdiction to the Federal
Goverament .

MR. BARRY: The povermment cannot accept that position. Ve have fo
fight...

MR, THOMS: .The ﬁerth Atlantic, Mr. Speaker, is federal jurisdiction
because it 1s international. The ocean floor on the Grand Banks is
praviﬁcial jurisdiction.

MR, DOODY: There might be untold richés iﬁ the water out there. We
cannot afford to give it away.

MR, THOMS:  Maybe the honourable member, Mr. Speaker, will tell us
about all these untold riches. But, ¥r. Speaker,.sn the hottom of the

North Atlantic, particularly on the continental shelf, once you strike
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the bottom you are in provincial jurisdiction. You do not enter
provincial jurisdiction until vou strike that bottom. The moving
zea 1is federal jurisdictiom.

Mr. Speaker, this is one thing that our Provincial
Government should keep in mind, when they are negotiating, if they
are nepotiating with the Federal Government.
MR, DOODY:  Are you saying that we need the Federal Government's
permission to go out and pet 187
R, TEOMS:  The Federal Goverament can have permission to go out
put whatever they like on the surface of the water.
MR, DOODY: Do we need the Federal flovernment 's permission to po
out and put what we want on the surface?
MR, THOMS-  You are within the Federal Covernment's jurisdiction
vhen you are on the sea,most definitely.
MR. BARRY: ~ That 1s with respect to shipping and navigation.
MR, THOMS: With shipping, oll transportatien and the rest.

MR, BARRY:  But not with respect to exploitation...

ME, TEOME:  Not with respect to the drilling, but cnce that mineral
comes above, into the ocean,you are in federal furisdiction.

Mg, Speaker, before January 1972, we heard that the “Tory
Party’ 1if elected,were goinpg to draw up all different kinds of
regulations to repulate the ofishore drilling, to repulate the offshore
exnloltation. But, Mr. Speaker, at the present fime there is no
povernmept in the world that have more rigid regfulations than the
Federal Covernment of Canada. They have the best rules and regulations
for offshore drilling thatare possible,
SOME UON, MEMBFRS: Oh mel Nonsense.
MR, THOMS: r. Speaker, this is why the present administration has

seen £1f not te draw up any repulations.

MR, OTTENHEIMER:  Why have the Federal Government..,

MR, THOMS:  Put it on the Order Paper, that is what I was told this
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afterncon.
¥R, NEARY: ¥ell done.
ME. THOME: Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a few comments or our
ferestry. To date, we in Yewfoundland do not have a proper forest
management prograsme. We,to date,have no control of one of our
greatest natural resources, the forests. Ve,to date, are poing
about harvesting ocur forests in a haphazard condition. We are in
fact, in most instances,cruclifying ocur forests.

¥Mr. Speaker, before the present administration took office,
there was planninp underway to control the harvesting of our forests,
to have a proper systematlc system to harvest the wealth of our
forests, 1t was cast zside becsuse of a political }luke‘that happened
last wear.

Mr. Speaker, there was an agreement with the linerbeard
mill, Bowaters and Price Brothers and with the loggers of our province
to throw all the forest assets which we have, that is all the forest-
lands, to throw everything into one pool. Mr. Speaker, with this pool
each of the parties would get together with the Provincial Crown
Corperation and each would say to the corporation; "Look, T want 500
cords of wood this year.” Bowaters would ask for so many, Price would
ask for so many, the linerboard mill would ask for se many, different
sawmilils would ask for so many more feet of wood. Mr. Speaker, under
this proposed co¥speration the corporation would tell the varicus
interests where to cut and how much they were to cut., Only under such
a system, Mr. Speaker, can we coutrol the forest products of ocur
province. |

This of csﬁrse would take a great responsibility off the two
large paper industries in our province. Of course, this would mean
increased stumpape. An agreement by these people for ather royalties
or taxes as you may call them and the monies collected from these

different rovalties or tages or stumpage would he spent back into the
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forestry itself. Every cent taken out would be put back in.

¥r. Speaker, it would go din for access roads, forest
improvements, thinning and reforestation and many other things.

Only under this system, Mr. Speaker, are we going to be able to
properly manage,control and harvest our foresis. It is too bad,
‘Mr. Speaker, that this proposed co-operation was ancther casualty
of pur political fluke.

¥r. Speaker, leaving the forestry but staving within the
forest, 1 am almost compelled to say a few words on the firos Morne
Mational Park. WMr. Speaker, this park has been kicked around from
daylight te dark. Nothing really substantial has happened to the
park this past fourteen or fifteen months. One of the main excuses
that have been hrought forward for not passing over lands to the
Tederal Covernment, is that the present povermnment just do not know
where the different lands are. That is, they do not know where
Bowater's leases are, where Price leases are or private lands.

Mr. Speaker, if thev would only take the time to go down
to the basement of this hullding, they would find maps that are
there indicating the boundary of the park and indicating the various
leases and timber leases within the park boundsry. From such a plan,
Mr. Speaker, within a matter of days you could pass over the necessary
lands to the Federal Govermment for this nark. 7Tt is interesting to
note, Mr. Speaker, that much work had been done on this, even down to
the square miles of land that are within the park boundary.

Mr. Spealker, within the park boundary there rre seventy-six
square miles of Bowater's timber leases, thirty-eipht square miles of
Reid lots, 7.5 squaré milee of mineral grants. There are 290 acres
of surface grants and leases. This is roughly, Mr. Speaker, 120.suuare
miles.

MR, NEARY: Are you ﬁharging the minister for this information?
MR, THONS{‘ Yo, T did not charge anyome for this information.

Mr. Speaker, I note that the park itself is approximately
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704 syuare miles. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is very easy, very
gimple and can be done within a matter of a few days, to pass over
whatever land is necessary to be passed gver soc.that this Gros
Morne Matdonal Park can become a realiry.

Mr. Speaker, this park has bheen geing on er trying to
go on for some rime. To date we have only eighteen people employed
on the park, when we should have arpund two hundred. Last vear,
Mr. Speaker, the total pavrell for that park should have been about
52 million but it was practically nil. This, ¥r, Speaker, is a
gress negleet on the part of the present administration., This has
certainly retarded the growth of this park snd certainly influenced
drastically the economic conditions of the West Coast Area.

Mr. Speaker, we have beard Ministers of the Crown speak
of delays, more delays and more problems, but still they have net vet

come up with a proper procedure to get this park started.
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1 believe it is about time for the present administration to ger off their
big far fannies and do something about e,

Mr. Speaker, it 1s Interesting to note that there was a raport
done on the Gros Morne, the benefits, its potential, its cost and its
impact upon the economy of the area,ir was to glve an evaluation of the
benefits and costs of the proposed park and this, Mr. Speaker, was
supposed to have been done by Hildebrand, Young Associates, if 1 have
the name correct. As far as I am aware, Mr. Speaker, this report has
been submitted but this report has not yet to date been made public.

Mr, Speaker, in the estimates which were brought forward
last June in this House there was an allotment in there of $200,000
for the Improvement of hiueberry lands in the Province of Wewfoundland,
$200,000. It is going to be very interesting, Mr. Speaker, when the
estimates come about to find out where this $200,000 was spent.

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible).

MR, THOMS: Maybe they all went along with the restructuring programme.
Mr. Speaker, my Distilct of Bonavista North Is one of the zreatest
vroducers of blueberries in Esmstern Canada and I mean Eastern Canada.

In Newfoundland last year over fifty per cent of the blueberry production
was produced in the Bistrict of Bonavista North and that the hom.
minister cannct deny. Now, Mr. Speaker, the blueberry industry is a
base industry, It is where the base dollars come from. There is no
service industry attached to it whatsoever., It is all base money and of
the two million one hundred thousand pounds that gere produced in
Hewfoundland last vear exactly cone million fifty thousand poundswere
produced in the District of Bonavista North. Mr. Speaker, this House
allotted $200,000 to be spent on the blueberry industry of Newfoundland
and to date to my knowledge I can only find where there was $2,000

spent In the District of Bonavista ¥orth. Now, Mr. Speaker, where the
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pther 5198,000 was spent is going to be a very interesting answer.
AN HOM, MEMBER:  Harbour Maln.

MR. THOMS: T would not doubt thar. I would not doubt thar a bir.
AN HON, MEMBER: I will not do any pood. The hon. member will not
pay his nominatlion fees the next time.

ME. THOMS: But, Mr. Spesker, I can only say that this is a total
neglect of & visble industry by the present administration. One
would almost think that they would 1ike to see it go the way the STELCC
plant went. Mr. Speaker, the blueherry industyy in this province is
harely touched. We have only scratched the surface and unless this
government comes up with a good,; sound policy of alding the industry,
of updating the industry,then I am afraid the industry will be like
the others we have in this province, it i about to die.

Mr, Sfaaker, I feel I should at this time just touch on for
a2 brief moment that £sbulous and atrocious sffort that éhis government
made as far as restructuring. Of course, when I think of restructuring
I think of what one of the college students told me the other day. He
said, "Sure I could have done as good as that on a long weekend plus or
minus & couple of days.” Mr. Speaker, the restructuring of this
government is really an outstanding work of art, This present
gavefnmant,appa;entiy they have been gquoted as saying that it took
months to restructure, months to plan, months of research. Do  you know,
Mr. Speaker, to my_knowledge, to my knowledge, to date we do not have a
deputy minister of Forestry and Agriculture and possibly we do not have
an assistant deputy yet,

MR. NEARY: Another Tory hang-around get z job,maybe,

MR, THOMS: It 15 going to be interesting to find out who they are. '
Mr. Speaker, we had as the Deputy Minister of Agriculrture ome of the

most able  wen in this‘yraviﬁs& as far as agriculture was concerned,

one of the most knowledgeable and most able and T am sure the former
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Deputy Minister of Mines and Agriculture will agree with me,and that is
in the peraon of Mr. Gerry O0'Redliv. Mr. 0°Reilly's knovliedee of
apriculture in this province is second to none and,Mr. Speaker. 1 am
afraid that he was apaln a causality of the restructuring propramme,
not only te, Mr. Speaker, but nart of that department., The previous
department was made up of mines. agriceliture and rescurces and,

Mr. Speaker, within our resources we have the wildiife of our province.
How, Mr. Speaker, T fail to see how vou can separate the wildlife of
this province from the forest of the province.

MR. NEARY: 1f anybody can separate the wildlife,it Is that crowd over
there, They know all about wildlife,

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, in my opinion it is lunaecy to separate wildlife
and our forestry, Just imagine, Mr. Speaker, what department we put
it under, tourism. What are we going to do? CGive it to the Tourlst
Minister, so he can glve it te the tourists? That is his only reason
for existing, to please the tourists who come Into cur province.

Mr. Speaker, I see a preat danger here, 1 see a danper that the Minister
of Tourism will undoubtedly lean towards the tourists who enter our
province and that we will in some way, shape or form increase the
volume of liecenses the bip game licensecs that go to the tourists who
enter our province and believe vou me the percentage of licenses that

go to the tourists now,in my opinion, is too great and T am sure the

previous Minister of Mines, Agricﬁltar& and Ressurces must agree with me,
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M. THOMS: While I agree, ¥r. Speaker, that a certain percentage
af these licences should go to the tourdists, Yet T disagres with
the present percentage. I believe it should be cut and cut
drastically because even rthough some reports coming out of the
wild life diwvision seem o indicate that ocur gawe population,
our moose and caribou population arve holding their owm, thare
are ever- visible signs to indicate the contrary, While 1 do not
blame this necessarily on the previous minister or even the present
minister, I belisve he should take a vervy close look at the prasent
population of big game in this province., It is certainiy disappearing
from the roads of our province, Ip is certainly disappearing from
the wild accesses of our province. This is quite evident, guite
evident to anyone who might travel the barrens or our forest.
Therefore 1 say, My, Speaker, that this indeed {8 a bad
move o place our wild life umder the Tourist Department. There
is a very great danger there indeed. There is a great danger, Mr.
Speaker, and even in Labrador last vear, they opened the season,
I am not quite sure but I belleve it was August 23, Just so that
they could accommodate people coming in, just so that they could
accommodate the tourlsts, who d1d not want to suffer a little bit
of cold in September and October and so 1t was opened in Aupust.
This, 1 am afraid, 1a & very poor policy indeed, 1 helieve,
Mr. Gpesker, that this should indeed be corrected.
Mr., Speaker, within my dist%ic; we possess thirty-three
bagutiful sertlements. Mot all of these settlements, HMr. Speaker,
are what you call water and sewerized.

AN HON. MEMBER: Infrastructure.

MR. THOMS: Wo, they are nob completely. You would not yet conslder
‘them completely part of our infrastructure, because there has been no

infrastructure put in them. We need, Mr. Speaker, & vast programme

of water and sewers. UWe need a vast programme of highways. Mr. Speaker,

215



February 1%, 1873 Tape Ho. 166 WM - 2

MR, THOMS: dir is dishearrening re hear, only a couple of weeks age,
the Fremisr of this Province say that very little ateention swould he
be paying or his administration be payinz o such programmes as
wataer and sewer and highways.

The basic need in Newfoundland today, Mr. Speaker, is
still water and sewersand a good highway system. Unless our
provincial government is willing to undersake a wvast programme
of water and sewer and highways, then 1ife in Newfoundland will not
rise to where it should.

Mr. 3peaker, before the present government hecame -
was elevated to power, the present Premier was polng around this
province promising many things. One of the things, Mr. Speaker, that
he promised was free transportation on the ferries within our province.
Mr. Speaker, this promise was made on Bell Island., T would like to
read you one of the portions of his ralk, he said, "all ferries
operating within the province will offer free transportation if the
Progressive Conservative Party forms the government after October 28,7

This, Mr. Speaker, was made bv the Leader of the Tory Party,
at that rime ¥Mr, Frank Moores. Now it is some fourteen months since
the Tory Party took office in this province and to date since they
took office, we have not heard anythiné of ferry service in
Newfoundland. We only witnessed the continued acceleration in fares
on these services, continually climbing. Mr, Speaker, the cost of
this 1s borne possibly by the lowest income people of our province,
MR, NEARY: No income om Bell Island.
MR, THOMS: If the present Premier had any interest at all in his -
heart for the people of Newfoundland, he would immediately try to
overcome this difficuley which is beset upon our people. The price
paid on this ferry service is somewhat outragecus. Subsidies are
neceasary not only from the provincial government but alse from
the federal government.

oy i
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MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, promises were many before January 18,
but the fulfillmenzs of these promises have been wvery few since
Janvary 1B. This winter we witnessed one of the greates ice
blockades in our history. Hever before have xhe.smalle: islands
around our province been isolated by fce as  they have been this
year, never have they been isclated for such 2 long perlod of
time.

Mr. Spesker, the only transportation to these islands
1s by plane. This is possibly the most sxpensive form of
transportation., I believe sinaarely.iﬁ my heart that this
form of tvansportation should be heavily subsidized by either
the provincial or federsl government. I wrote s letter on
June 14, 18972 to the honourable Ank Murphy, Minilster of
Provincial Affairs, June 14, 1572, requesting that the fares
between the Island of 5t. Brendan’s in Bonavista Bay and the
mainland be subsidized. Xr. Speaker. it was only a simple Tequest.
It would not cost the provincial povernment wvery much bug
Mr. Speaker, To date that letter has not heen answared.
MR. NEARY: What?
M. THOMS: It has not been answered.
MH. WEARY: tot ansvered,
MR. THOMS: That is the arrogance of thls present administraciaﬁ.
MR. BEARY: BResign. The minister should resign.
MR, THOMS: That, Mr. Speaker, is the thinking of this adwministration
as far az the poor people of our province are concernsd.

AN HON. MEMBER: We have to bring in government to the people,

MR, THOMS: If itﬁerea request from some of the larger centres they
would have beenon their hands and kneea. Bur because there are a
few little people ouf on 5t. Brendan's Island, what does he say about

them? Hothing, he could not care less,
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MR, MURPHY: They should be looked after,if we had the way to do it,
MR, NEARY: Why did you not reply to the letter?

MR, THOMS: 1t is really immaterial whether they are Liberal g
Tories, they are still Newfoundlanders and better than some people
I know.

Mi. MURPHY: Why did you direct your letter to the Minlster of
Provincial Affairs?

MR, THOMS: Because 1t 15 3 provineial wmatter,

MR, MURPHY: It is a provincial matter.

MR, THOMS: Whom else was I golnp to address the letter ro?

5138
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ME. THOME:  Ho, no, no. Here is the promise,the Tories are going to
take care of the ferry service in Hewfoundland, The two of them go
together. Mr. Speaker, this is just another example of the arvogance
of the history of the present administration. ¥hat do they care ahout the
people of Newfoundiznd? They could nor care lass,

Mr. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: This is arregance for vou.

MR, THOMS: You know, Mr. Speaker, if the honourable Minister of Provincial aAffalrs
at the time would have even answersed the letter or even if he were o give

me an answer afier rhe vestrusturing prograsme and said. "well, we do not

have any money.” If he had done it bhefore the vestructuring programme and

told me what the restructuriog programme contained . could have showed hinm

were he could have gotten encuph money to subsidize the 5¢. Brendan's fare,

Little Bav Island fare and the Fopo fare,

MR. NEARY: And not forgetring Bell Island,

MR, THOMS: And not forgetting Bell Island,

Mr. Bpeaker, during the restructuring Flaseco the present administration
saw fit,in tﬁéir grﬁat.w;séam, I do not know how rhey came up with this idea,
but they saw fit te retire at least four civil servants hefore the proper
retired ape had coms about, These four eivil servants,undouhtly, Mr. Speaker,
were good men, I de not gquestien that whatsoever, BRBut T canmnot for the 1ife
of me gee mﬁat was the reasoning behiné the.present administration to retirs
these four pgentlemen. One of these pentlemen, Mr. Speaker. will cost this
govertment, the taxpavers cf this province,in the next four years $19,R29
per yvear, which ig a tﬁiai.iﬂ the next four vears of §79,316. The next
gentleman, Mr, Speaker, in the next two vears will cost the taxpayers of this
province 355,6&0_. The third gentleman, Mr. Speaker, will cost this prevince
in the next four ye#rs 532,.42é; The fourth and last gentleman, Mr. Speaker,
will cost the taxpaygrs.ﬁf this province and S5t. Brendan’s $173,2053, bringing
a grand total fsr the fenf gentlemen, Mr. Spesker, to 5370,585.

How, Mr., Speaker,
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MR, MUEPHY: Would the honourable member permit -
MR, THOME: Mo. TYou are poing to have vour afternoon Eo speak and you can

speal all you like then,

AN HON, MEMBER-  Sit down.

MR. STEARFR: Order!
MR, MURPHY : Absplute distortion of facts.

AN WION, MEMBFR: Arrogance.

MR.OMERPPY:  Get 4t ripght In Hansard., Someone will read that some day.
MR. THOMS:  Mr. Speaker, this 1s not a distortion of facts vhatsoever,
This is factunl.
MR. MIEPHY: No not at all.
MP. SPFAKTR: Order, please!

The honcurahle mentleman for Tonavista North does have the right to
he heard in silence,
MR. TEOMS- Thank you, Mr. Speaker. T trust the honourahle member for
ft. John's Centre will recosnize that.

Fow, Mr. Speaker, the air subuidies to these small islands,T am
sure would he a trivial amount. not very much o pive these peorle a
proper gomnection with the mainland portion of owr isliand. Mr. Speaker,
hecause of the isolation this year every resident in 8t. Erendan's had to
pay seven cents more on everything that they bought in the stores, because
seven cents was the amouét that was charged for air fréipha from Rurnt Zide
to St; Brénﬁan's, seven cents per ponnd. Fverything that Qas a pound, they
had to p%y sév&n cents more on it. Mr. Speaker, this in.somethings vould
come up to an Increase of something like thirey-five or Fforty per cent in
the cost nf 1{ving on 5t. Breandan’s. Yow this T am sure sﬁe pravious
honourahle miniéter will agree with me is a serioﬁs matter h&éause in this
day and age. Mr..épeaker, it is not like it was in the eld days. they do not
store up eﬁaugh in tbe.fall to last all winter, Ehey live.from veek to week

and they have to 59 resunpplied every week, When this ice blockade came about
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the only wayv to supply the island was through aircrafr. This indead was
g very, very costly thing.

Bow, Mr. Speaker, I am not golng to pe on oo much lonper because the
wonourablie members on the zovernoent side of this Youse are really gettlng a
ligrle dicrery, I would hate to disturbk foo many of them because some of
them, Mr. Spsaker, have nof had their nap ver thias afrerncon.

MR, NFARY: I would like to ses the honourable member make a spesch as
good as that,

AN NON. MIMIFR: Oh, ob!

MR, HEARY: UWe will wait. We will see,

MR, THOMS:  Mr. Speasker

MR, HEARY: Ue have not heard him speak vet in the Fouse.

was going to be the godsend to the people of Newfoundland. Thev were poing
to turn the provimeoe arcund overnight. There was golng to he milk and

honey all over the place. Jobhs here, Jobs there, wvapes here, vapes somevhers
elge. lor of jebs at STELCO,

AN HON, MEMBER: Cheaper besr.

MR. THOME: Cheaper besr. Fvervthing was going to be a beautiful thing,
Mr, Speaker. Bup, Mr. Bpeaksar,

AN ¥OH, WPMBER: TIngudible.

MR. SPEAKFR: Order!

MR. THOMS:  But, Hr. Speaker,

AN EON, MEMBER: TInaudible.

MR, NEARY: What about the supervisor over In Bay De Verde?

MR. SPEAKFR: Order, please! WYould the honourable mewhers on both sides
refrain from huttigg in.whila the honourable member is speakdng or I will
have to ta%e further aﬂticn;

MR, TROMS: Thank you, Mr. fipeaker. If it were not for the Speaksr of this

House we would not get a word in edgevays here.
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Mr. Speaker. we heard this Tery Party for years how they criticized
the previous administration for net huilding reads, For not doing this
and that, for not doing this and that, Then. Mr. Speaker, all of a sudden
they pot In power and things were Jdifferent. “r..gneakﬂr, T do not know
te this day but there are some ministers you cannot even pet a hold off
by phone. Many of them do npt evep answer their mail., If vou phone up
they are in conference or they are at a meeting, you cannot even speak to
them, Nome of our community councils can get a hold of then. 1t is a
sham, Mr. Speaker. Imaplne heinp slected to govern,by the paople and then
not governing at all, UVoping that the problems of todav will disappear!
Apparently this is the philosophy of the minister.
AN HOY MFUBFR: Tnaudihle,
MR, TEOME: Why, Mr. Fpeaker, when our people of Newfoundland have
advanced prejects for this povernment to do, when they have come up with
ideas to be hroupht forward and to be implemented.the only thing that they
hear is excuses, more excuses and more excuses., They say; " Well, we cannes
do that because of the previous administration.” They say chaé the previous
administration put this province in the hole, They horrowed too much
money., They say, we cannot do that vater and sewerape rreject, we have
not got the money,

Hhat T would like to know. Mr. Speaker, 1s vhat happened to the
188 miilion that the Minister of Finance has borrowed this last thirteen
months: that has happened te it? T am sure Ceorpe Melean did not take it
all.
MR, NEARY: He pot a pood slice of it,
MR, THOMS:  Mr, Speaker, this is ridicnlous. There are monies in this
province for eve%ything else hut for the things that auereople would like
to see come ahaut;

Now, Mr. ﬁéaaker, the fishermen of this prévince have been a sorry
lot for a long, long time. Théy have tried te earn a living by the sweat

s I ]
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of their brow and by the gourage of their hearts. They have challenged
the Horth Atlantic to ssnd towards rthem whatever ir could possibly

and the§ have accepred that challenpe and met that challenge ouite well.
Mr., Speaker, in the Throns Speach debate of 1972 we heard that there was
golng €o be a big fisheries propramme. We really d4id not learn how big

it was
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Hr. Thoms,

bafore we got the Throne Speech of this vear, when someone came up

with the figure of $40 million for a big dragger programme. Now,

Mr., Speaker, it might be all very well to place upon the banks of Labrador
and Hewfoundland some modernized draggers. Tt might be all very well.

Mr. Speaker, the backbope and the guts of the Newfoundland fishery

is 1n our inshore fishery. Tt is the men who go out in the small

boats, day in and day out, who are the real backbone of the Newfoundland
fishery. Mr. Speaker, unlegs we pay more attention to our inshore
fishery, I am afraid that we will have no fishery at all.,

Let me give the hom. Premier (I am sorry to see that he is
not in his seat this afternoon} a very good, coastructive suggestion.
Take $20 milliion of the $40 million and buy modern dragpers with it.

Take the other 528 million and buy some lce-making machines and make sure
you toss three of them down In Bonavista Horth, Take part of that

$20 million and provide more slipways. All over the coast of our island
today, we have long liners frozen in the ice becsuse our fishermen

do not have the adequate facilities to take these boats out of the wvater.

Let us install some bilg depots for sur inshore fishermen, not these

huge, great cadillac type depots but very highly sophisticated but small

and wodern depots, small units that can service a couple of hundred fishermen
or more. When you do that, make sure you drop two of them in Bonavista
Horth.

Mr, Speaker, another aspect of our inshore fishery which we
have yet to embark upon and that iz fish farming. All over the world
today people are fish farming. They are doing i1t in Japan. Thay are
doing a magnificient job in Mauritius . Why cannot we do it here im
Newfoundland? We have some of the nicest inlets that you could possibly

imagine in this world, We do not have %o spend & yen on construction to
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Mr. Thoms

ereate these because they are there, All we have to do is properly
use them, properly manage them and properly farm the fish from them.
I am sure, Mr. Spesker, this indeed could give a big boost to our
inshore fishery..

New, Mr. Speaker, as far as the fishery on the Grand Banks
is concernsed, I agree with putting draggers out there. Ue ;hcuid be
grabbing a certain percentage of the harvest of the Grand Banks. Ve
most certainly do, I would certainly agree with this present government
spending money to build these draggers. But remewber, this, Mr. Speaker,
the only benefits that will come from these draggpers are a few fishermen
who will operate them, but the greatest benefit will come to the fish
metrchants of this provimce, unless, Mr, Speaker, there is some gystem
of rental put on these draggers so that a return from the fish merchants,
the fish plants or whoever else the fish is caught for - unless there is
some adeguate return to the province otherwise veally it is only
giving someone slse the fast buck,

Now, Mr. Speaker, our govermment have been encouraging thes
experimental,experimenting and seining of caplin on the Grand Banks. Now,
Mr. Speaker, I agree with taking the caplin on the Grand Banks, because 1f
we do not take them, the international countries will. HNow, Mr. Speaker, the
caplin on the Grand Banks represent the link in a long chain, from the
plankton upon to the whales, they represent one chain. Mr. Speaker, the
plankton is the smallest thing in the ocean, Of course, the whale is the
largest.

AN HON, MEMBER: 1Is the whale the largest?

MR, THOMS: Yes, to wy knowlege, the whale is the largest thing in the
North Atlantie, that is unless George McLean learned how to swim this past
couple of days or so.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the caplin are the food for the other fish

L
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abpve 1t In this long chain., Mr. Speaker, 1f we collect up all

the caplin on the Grand Banks, we arc going to break that chain.

Unce thet chain 1s broken, it {e going to be difficult to replace it.
it 1s going to take tens of yeasrs to replace 1f. Yf we break down this
one link of that chain, we also automatically break down the other
links,

AN HON.MEMBER: {Inaudikle).

MR, THOMS: Ho, we cannot get the caplin and the cod offal, unlesg -
well we just take so many caplin.

AN HON, MEMBER: Can we have the whales?

MR, THOMS: Yes, we can have the vhale, Most definitely we can have them,
but we camnot take every whale. This would be very foolish if that

is what the honourable gentleman is insinuating. We must control our
harvest, put a tonnage on all the harvest of the sea so that we

can have all species of figh. We should not and we dare not destroy
any one harvest.

AN HON, MEMBER: . have to get the co-operatien of the other rountries,

MR, THOMS: Haturally, we must get the co—bperation and international
ce~operation. Of course, I believe most definitely that it 1s very important.
We really cannot have any co-operation at all unless we have the good will
of the good people of the United States, These are the people to whom wa
sell our fish. This is our major market. As a matter of fact, without
that market our industry in Newfoundland would virtually collapse over-
aight, This is one of the reasons why I disagree with the Premier when he
says that we ghould have further processing., We cannot have further
processing. We must sell in blocks, because the States will not accept
further processing.

ME. SPEAKER: HMay I remind the honourable member that he has

approximately five minutes lefr.
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ME, THOMS., What, HMr. Speasker, only five minutes lefi; I have just begun,
Mr. Speaker, I trust that any negotiations which the provincial

department of flsheries will be carrying on with the federal government,
would besr this in mind, How, Mr., Speaker, as I was saying before,

this present sdministration seems fo be glving & reason why they cannot

do anything in Hewfoundland this past fourteen wonths and it is because of
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the terrible mess thev found themselves in and because of the actinns
af the previous administration., ™r. Speaker, this indeed 1s a verv
weak and z sick axcuss. This is governing by excuses,

Mr, Speaker, in ¢etober, 1971 and March, 1972 we witnessed in
Hewfoundland two major political flukes and Mr. Speaker, the peonle
of Newfoundland are going to have to suffer for the next three or four
vaars because of these political flukes. r, Speaker, T never witnessed
in all my life such a bunch of misfite, such an arrozant pick of Tory
misfirs. I never witnessed such a clique of Torv wisfits but,Mr. Speaker,
I ask vou when, oh wvhen are thev goinc to star: governing?

MP, L. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, first thing that I have te do is to concur
with the hon. member for Bell Island., 7T certainly could not hope to
talk that long, for as long as the hon. member from Bonavista North, and
not say anvthing.

Prat of all, Mr. Speaker, I would like to welcome to the House
the hon. member for Labrador Scuth, I might sav, 5ir, that T have a
great deal of respect for his nredecessor or the former member for thar
digtrict. 7T stiil feel that the constituents of that area will be well
represented by the new member even though he is sitting on the opposite
side of the Homse,

Mr., Speaker, T think 1t would be in order alss to congratulate
wy hon. friend and collespue, the member for Port au Port, on his
appointment to the vposition of Deputy Spesker of the House. As usual,
Mr. Speaker, 1 think our Premier has made a very wise choiee.

Sir, befors commenting on the Throne Speech, T would like to
make some reference to some remarks made bv the hon. member for Bell
Isiand on February,12 past,

MR, NEARY: Tell us about the gsupervisor over im Heart's Content.
MR, ©, BRETT: MNo, T will noe, Sir. You talk to the minlster concerned.

T would first of all, Sir, Iike for the memhers of this House

to understand that I have no désirs te keap this particular incident to

528
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which I am polng to relate alive or to starg any undesirable dialogue

with the hon. member. Howvever, just to set the record stralght and

to inform my constivuents ¢f the real Tacts, T would like to elaborate

for a few moments. I felt 2 litrle while age that maybe T would not

be able to say this bhecause as I locked dn the galleries 1 saw the

hon. member, well I do not know if he is hompurable or not any longer, but
at least he iz stiil a gentleman, T saw the gentleman to which 1 am

golng to refer and I had sort of second thoughts,but I aotice that

he has gone.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, the position of the parlismentary
assistant which was talked about by the hon. mesher for Bell Island and
some of the newspapers, ©0i8 job was created by the former administrarien
for the member for White Bay Novth, at least the now wember for White Bav
North and the Leader of the Opposition was the first henoursble gentleman to
held that nosition. The second hon. gentleman was Captain Uriah Strickland,
my Liberal predecessor. How, I would like %o reiterate here that T have
the utmost respect for this pentleman and this is no reflection on him
in any wav.

However, Mr. Strickland was the member for Trinity North for
which he received his constituency pay of 510,00n, the same as 1 recelve and
other members in the House. fis salarv fer parliamentary assistant, I
think, was 56,000. He was glso apoointed to the fire commission, the
salary and again T stand to be corrected, T think it was 56,000,

HON. MEMBER: No, No.

MR, €. BRETT: It was not?

HBN, MEMBER: You better check it again. That is not right,

MR, €. BRETT: Well,all right, it was a salary,.

HON. MEMBER: He was never in the fire commiasion.

MR. . BRETT: ALl r;ght a member of the Bell Island Tramsportation

Commission.
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MH. NEARY: Well that is abour enough.

Mr. C. BPETT: Tha povernment subsidized.  All righr, rhe povermment
subsidized.

ME., NEARY: The federsl governmen:t subsidized -

Mr. G. BRETT: Publie is right. All in all I would assume that this
rentleman’s salary vas conslderablv higher than wine is at the moment,
AN HON, MEMBER: It eould still be more, .

ﬁﬁgﬂﬁ. BRETT: ®e was. That is vour opinion, Sir. FHowaver, Mr. Speaker ,
it appears that what is sauce for the ponse is not sauce for the gander.
HOH, MEMRER: HNo, there is no gander.

MR, €. BRETT: T1f 1 could sav, Sir, T enterad public life to make a
contributien to my proviace. 1 was asked to accept the nosition of
parliamentary assistant and by accepting the position I hope that 1 can
make some contribution. Tf I state LIt was a marvelous Intentien. Okev,
vou do not have to listen o me, Sir.

HoR, MEMEER:  On grounds of good taste I nerfer not to.

MR, . BRETT: ™Mr. Gpeaker, myv first comments on the Throne Speech are
tn pralse mv povernment and the restructuring nrogramme. And 1 do not
have a kev in my hack. The oprosition's criticism te the vropramme was
expected but as usual it was apvthing but comstructive criticism.

My povernment, Mr. Snasker, sees the nitfalls In programmes
instituted in a hasty fashion which rerhans solve nrasent prohlems hut
do not necessarily allow any consideration for future revarcussions.

The establishment of planning task force subcommittess will do 8o much
to alleviate the spur of the moment decisions and will allow for
constructive and well planned proprammes that will be greatly concerned
with the future thershy ziving our vprovince a sound base of operation.
¥r. Epaaker, the effectivensss of proper planning hv the
gpovernment can onlv result in long term benefits for the peosnle.
Mr. Speaker, in spite of the continuous ory of the oonosition, that

this government has not done anvthing in the past vear. T would like teo
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comrmend ocur Premisr and the aabinet, or his cabinet on one nf the
hest vears this nrovince has ever seen. I speak in peneral terms, Sir
but I am thinking srecificallv of my districh.

1 can savy, My, Speaker, that duvring the past vear anvone
who wanted 3 dob in Trinity ¥orth could get one and the future looks
even hetter. There was more rosd construstion, Mr., Speaker, and
paving done in Trinity North last vesar than in any previous wear, other
of courss tham.cieatian vears when the ooppesition was in power.

¥y, Speaker, mvy whole distyict 1s prospering.and what is more
important, Sir, and I would 1ike to stress very strongly to this House
is that the people feepl free onee apatu, free to priticlee or pralse
the government éﬁ z wholg or any individual member thev represent.
1f vou like, Sir, there is5 a different atmosphere, Mr, Speaker, I
commend our government for bringing this fresdom te the people.

My, Speaker, I am pleased that ocur government has taken a
eommon sense approach b our human rescurces. The thought that our
himan resources will he developed wisely and for the maximum henefit
of our nrovince makes one reallze that our government is concerned Tor
the welfare of 1ts peorle.

The possihie discovery of oil on our Continental Shelf will
brine untold and undreamed of benefits te our people. Already the
possihility of a commercial find of oil and gas has created negotlations
for a new company inm Clarenville that mav do plpe fabricating for a
Mainland firm, 8Sir, should these negotiations prove successful this
comnany would hire more than twenty peopla. In commection with the
possible discovary of il and pas, I am wvery pleased o see that
sur povernment is taking steps to ensure that the very imvortant fishing
industry is not impaived. Also, that a satisfactory solution is baingp
sought with the federal government, the Province of (uebec aud the Arlantic
Provinces, Wova Scetia, New Brunswick, PLE.I. with repard to the ownershin

of mineral rights,
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this asset to our province., T am encouraped, Sir, by my government's
decislon not to move hastily on the project and 1 am furrther encouraged
by my goverument's approach which ensures that our province will
derive maximum benefit based on terms most favoursble to MewFfoundland.
This kind of thinking, Mr. Speaker, will produce the best results

for pur province. This is but one example, Sir, of the govermment's
approach to the development of our province's natural resources. for
only through long~term planning now can we develop our natural resources
for the future in the best possible way.

MR, HEARY: (Inaudible}.

MR. BRETT: We have to plan for the furture, do we not? HMr. Speaker,

I welcome our povernment's foresipht in setting up a task force to
formulate plans for better utilization of our forest. Somebody
condemned this here a lirtle while aps. 1t is a little disturbing,
$ir, to any true Newfoundlander, to see millions of board feet of
lumber imported into this province annually while we have the raw
materials rotting on the ground, This brings home trus to me, mavbe
more 8o than some because many people in my district make their
living in the sawmilling and lopping industry. I bhelieve, Sir, that
you will find many people in my district say that for the first time
in their lives they have a povernment that is concerned with their
future.

Our greatly expanded forest access road programme will prove
very bhenefilcial to several areas of my distriet and I am sure, Sir, that
the logpers look forward in anticipation to great co-~operation from this
government. It is iateresting to note, Mr. Speaker, that as a do-nothing
government we spent $600,000 last vear for the provision of forest
access roads,which is twelve times as much as was spent the previous
year.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleassd to see our povernment's continued
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intention to put special emphasis on the fisheries programme, Fishing
is very important is many pavrts of my diserict partleunlarily in rhe
arpas between Spillars Cove, Bonaventure, as well as the South West
Arm Area, There is a desperate need in this area for better fishing
faciliries and most of them I know will coms. I understand that
plans are being made at the moment for the construction of a longliner
slipway in a certain area and deralls of this T assume will be
released as soon as plans have bsen finalized.

There is one particular peint concerning the fTishery that
I would 1ike 1o srtress, Sir, hers and that iz that in sy district
there are three large modern fish plants and they are all within
probably 2 mile radius of each other. Out of the thres fish slants
there iz one that is operating,not really on a full-time basis,only
on a seasonal hasis and that is the freosh fish plant. I do understand,
8ir, that one 1f not two draggers are to be added to the present fleet
that unlead‘thei: catches or ship their catehes ar this fresh fish
plant and this, of course, will result in the possible opening of the
plant on a vear-around basis or otherwise. Well in any case it would
certainly increase the number of people working there, The other two
plants, Mr. Speaker, are salt fish plantas and they are I would say
the most modern salt fish plants on the Northeast Coast., As a matter

of fact in this House this afterncon we heard the Premier

5 2

e
R

4



February 19, 1473 Tape 171 JH -1

and the hon. Leader of the Opposition PaY ctribute to one of the
pentiemen that owned one of these salt fish plants,in the person of

Mr. Mifflin. Should these plants be reopened they would create
something over three hundred permanent joebs in my district. ¥Now
suggeations have been wade to the Department of Flsherles that midwater
trawlers should fish out of Catalina thus reviving these plants. 1

am encouraged, Mr. Speaker, by the fact that the hon. Minister of
¥isheries 1w seriously studying the prospects of reopening the plant
and again this indicates mv povermment’s emphasis on the fisheries
programme.

There 12 a desperate need, Sir, for wharf building and
repairs in several parts of my distrvict. However, after almost twelve
months of trying to get through to the Liberal Government in Ottawa
they are still turning a deaf ear. But perhaps new that we have a
likeral representative for the Federal riding of Bonavista-Trinity-~Conception,
we can expect to see new wharves poing up all over the place.

MR. NEARY: Guaranteed.

MR. BRETT: 1 hope so. Mr. Speaker -

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible}.

MR, BRETT: I bet it wili be pood. It will not be a liberal budget
though,

ME. NEARY: Oh it will,

¥R, BRETT: Yes, it will. Mr. Lewls’s budget. HMr, Speaker, our
rovernment in the Throne Speech have relterated their intentions to
further develop the tourist industrv. 1 laud the setting up of the
Department of Tourism under the very capable minilstevship of the hen,
member for Fercvland, unfortunstely he is not here today. There 1s 2
desperate need for tourist development in the Nistriect nf Trinity Horth,
Sir, particularily in the Trinity-Port Rexton Area. 1 am very pleased,

S8ir, that the association for. the restoration of the Deep Bight water
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wheael are meking some progress with thelr project and 1 hope we can see
a small rest park created in the avea in the not too distant future.

I feel, Bir, that the government's move to licence homes
for tourist azccomodations will do much to expand the tourist potential
in my arvea. It is the tvpe of programme, Sir, that will appeal to
the people of Trinity Horth as well as bring added revenue to the
tourist operators in ny district.

Mr. Speaker, our goversment's concern for pur natural
resources is manifested in our rural development programme which is
proving to be such a success,apain under the leadership of the Minister
of Rural Development, the hon. member for Trinicy South. I fall to see
how even the members on the other side of the House can criticize this
programme. Hundreds of nev iobs have been created. As a matter of
fact I checked with rhe department hefore I went into this and they
tell me that there have been 1,012 jobs created at a cost of $1,567,000.
I would say that it is comparably low.

MR. NEARY: Would you read out the lisu?
MR, BRETT: WMo, I do not have 1it, Sir. 1 am sorry.
AN HON, MEMBER: Would the hon, member like to have a list?
AN HOM. MEMBER: Yes, I would.
AN HOM. MEMBER: Uould the hon. member get us a 1list?
AN HON, MEMBER: Have you asked for a list?
MR. BRETT: I am not the minister of a department, Sir. I =m sure that
you would get it from the minister concerned.
AN HOM. MEMBER: (Inaudible}.
MR, BRETT: - You will gebt it from the minister if you want it.
In my district alone, Mr., Speakey, fifty-eight new jobs have
been created.
ME., MEARY: Tell us where?

MR. BEETT: He, I de not think I should but asaistance
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was given to thirteen gaw-milling firps, one farm expansion firm
and one bar manufacturing firm, would vou not love to know? The
people of Trinity North are grateful, Mr. Speaker, for the
opportunity given them by our pgovernment to develop resource
based industries. This programme, Sir, will be an on-going one,

Mr., Speaker, the establishment of the Hewfoundland and
Labrador Developmeni Corporation by our government is another
step In cthe right direction. We would like to assure you Sir,
that there are many people in the District of Trinity Worth who
have walted long and are still walting for the corporation to get
moving. The delay was not caused by us, Mr. Speaker, and it was
most unfortunate that 1t was used as a political football for so
long. 1 guess they were afraid in Ottawa that we just might get the
credit for it.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to note in the Throne Speech that
our government is concerned about the basic health gervices in
our province, In my district, Sir, there Iis a desperate need for
a reglonal hospital. I have every reason to believe ,Sir, that this
will become a reality in the not too distant future. There is a need
for doctors and for dentists. There 1s need for a doctor, particularly at
Trinity which I understand will be taken care of shortly., There is
only one dentist in the whole district, Sir, we need at least three.

The problem, Sir, is not one of cest, This government is
prepared to cover their share of the cost and they will do g0, The
problem, 8ir, 1s in acquiring the dentist or the body,if you wish,
the person who will serve our people, I know that the Department
of Health is working on this prohlem with the Dental Association and
I have every confidence the problem will be reselved as soon as

possible,
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Mr. Speaker, I feel thar I would be remiss in wmy duty if
I did not offer sowe words of prailse, still speaking on health,
for the peoplzs of Trinity Horth, in the Clarenwille and surrounding
areas, who,through their own initiative and without government
assistance, constructed a wery modern medical clinic. This clindc
is presently staffed by two very competent doctors, a labovatory
and x-ray technledian. This clinic serves a very large area and is
providing a much needed service to the people.

Mr, Speasker, the one thing, the most important thimg that
I would 1ike to point out gbout rhis elinic is that, Sir, this is
a prime example of what people can do without hand-outs from the
government, when a lot of ipitiavive and hard-work 1s shown by the
people concerned. Mr. Speaker, the people of Trinity Horth are
proud of that particular accomplishment, Too bad the honourable
member for Bell Island left.

The honourable member for Bell Island, Sir, was very upset
gver the fact that ocevr government has issued less short-term
assistance this year than during the previous year. This, Mr. Speaker,
is typical of rhe nature of things that usually upset him. He chose
to take one part of the Throne Speech our of context and refer to that
alone, Sir, Whar he did not say was that the saving was due in part
to & programme begun in September 1977 to assist social assistance
recipients to locate and take advantage of employment oppertunity.

The special project, Sir, which was carried out in St. John's
and Corner Brook, resulied in over five hundred social assistance
reeipients being placed in jobs. Perhaps, Sir, the honourable
member for Bell Island would rather see these five hundred persons
remain on welfare, quite possible.

Being a welfare officer, Sir, for ten vears, I feel I can speak

with some knowledpe, probably a little bit wore knowledge than the
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minister, speak with some knoviedge of the past welfare programmes
in this province, Sir. To say the least they have been and they
still are inadequate. I am very happy to see that our government
is taking steps to bring in a mors adequate incentive-_peared
programme.

I am not sugpesting, Sir, that you did not try to do this.
It is & very difficult problem.

AN BOM, MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, BRETT: HNot at the moment, Sir, Mr. Speaker, I feel that I
must make mention of our povermment's intention to pay close
artention te our existing school curriculum, which Sir, and again
I have some knowledpe of this, is abssclutely out-dated and as the
Throne Speech indicates, must be more diversified.

tn the field of education, Sir, I am sure the teachers of
our provinde are pleased te nole that during this session of the
finuse, the government intends legislation setting up procedures for
colleceive hargaining with the Newfoundland Teachers Assoclation.

Personally I am very
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happy with this acticon on the part of our government, since I had
the pleasure, Sir, of working with a large number of teachers for
a period of three years.

Mr. Speaker, the opposition have been very vociferous
over the lack of co-pperation from the Minister of Municipal Affalrs.
In my opinion, the hounourable minister has the task of administering
one of the most difficult departmenis in government. He is doing an
excellent jeb, Sir. To the best of my kuowledge, np complaints
have been received frop Trinity Horth resarvding this department.
Believe me, Sir, we do have guite a number of mundcipalities. I am
very pleased with rhis department, T am pleased that they have seen
fit to continne three large water and severage progrvarmes being
carried out in Clarenvilis, Catalina and Port Unilon. 1 have no doubt,
51r, that other proprammes of this nature will be started In the
foreseeable future.

Another very important point in the Throne Speech, Mr.
Speaker, was the intention of our government o increase the maximum
loan of the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation, from
six thousand dollars to nine thousand dollars in rural areas. This,
Mr. Speaker, is another step forward.

Many people, Sir, in my district, as T am sure they have
in other districts have taken advantage of this programme and since
housing is a problem in rural as well ag urban areas, this programme
should do wmuch to alleviate rhe situation.

YR, MEARY: That is an old Liberal programme. Are there any new
programmes?
ME. BEETT: Well we increased it, did we not? Why did you not do it?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: {Inaudible}

¥R. SPEAKER:  Order please! The honourable member has the ripht to be

heard in silence.

MR. BRETT: Mr"sbaakers T feal certain that most members on both sides
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of the House are plessed with the povermments decision to
redistribute the electoral districts of the province. You know,
My, &peaker, we do not have too many cahinet ministers, we have
too few districts. Maybe this would soclve the problem.

AN HOH. MEMBER: Another joke.

¥R, BRETT: Of course, from your point of view. There are, Sir,

over 7,000 voters in the District of Trinity Worth, scattered over

a very larpe peographical area. {That is a very interesting question).
It 1s difficult, Sir, and I sald this in my speech last year, althouph
rhe honourable pentleman from Bell Island said he has not heard we speak
in the House. I do not know whare he was last vear at the opening. It
is difficult, S5ir, I repeat,for one persen to adequately serve such a
larpe area and do justice to the people concerned. PRedistribution wiil
hopefully take care of such situvations.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that my district is anything
but unioue when it comes to the needs, the basic amenities, 8Sir, we
need road constructicn in the areas between Trinity and Treuty, Southwest
Arm, Random Island and the Smith Socund Area., We need water and Sewerage
facilities in many of our larger communities. We need better Fishinp
facilities. 1 could go on and on, Mr. Speaker, but we have all heard
them so many times in this House. Suffice it to say, Sir, that we have
a government that is cognizant of the needs of our province and this
povernment 1s formulating long-range plans to see that these needs are
met.,

Me. Speaker, in closing and I did not talk for an hour and a-
half, I could not possible conjure up that much wind, T would like to
refer to my address in reply delivered during the first session of'the
Thirty-5ixth General Assembly on April 1%, 1972. 1In that speech, Sir,

I made reference to the beginning of a new era, a periodof reform. I
stated, Sir, that I was proud to be a part of that reform group. Ir.
Speaker, I am s5till proud to be a part of that group. 1 believe, 5ir,

that our govermment is tryipg to establish an administration that will
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hopefully yisld the greatest guantity of happiness to the greatast
number. We have heen accused of being arropant, but I feel that
this is far from the truth. We as a govermment want to plan well to
establish a sound and beuneficial plan for continued progress in the
future.

AN HON. MEMBER: You de noet do anyrhing bur plan,

MR. BRETT: That is all vight, gilve us time.

Our government iz doing and will continee to do just that,
{You had better listen to this, the honourable member for Bell Island)
under the leadership of our respected ond dypamic leader,{and I still
do not have the key in my back) a leader, Sir, who has brought thisg
province through a vear when great obligations were placed upon the
government when it took office, a leader who has shown his sensitivity
with action te the rural parts of our province and the fishery, two vital
parts of our economy so neglected in the.past,
ME. NEARY: Do not choke on that.
MR, BRETT: I Uill.nat, do not WorTY.,

1 reiterate, Mr. Spesker, we wiii continue to po forward

under this leadership.
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HR. MARTIN: I wish to move at this time, Mr. Speaker, that with the
House's permission we adjourn debate for today, I have s few words
to gay on tomorrow which will take me a little more than the fifteen
wminutes lefeg,
On motion debate adjourned.
In metion that the House go into Committes of the Whole
on certain bills, Mr. Speaker, left the Chair.

MR. F, STAGG {Chairman of Committee of the Whole):

A bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Assignment Of Book Debts
Act.™

Motion that the committee report having passed the bill without
amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The St. Clare's Mercy Hospital
{Incorporation) Act, 1960."

ﬁo;ion that the committee report having passed the bill
without amendment, carried,

A bill, "An Act Further To Amend The Companies Act.”

Hotion that the committee report having passed the bill
without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The Quieting Of Titles Act."

Motion that the committee report having passed the hill
without amendment, carried,

A bill, "An Act To Amend The Justices Act.”
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On motion Clause {2} carrled.
Motion that the commities report having passed the bill

without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The Family Courts Aer.”

0n motdon Clauses {1} through (2} carried.

Motion that the commiitee veport having passed the hill without
amendment, carried.

A Bill, "An Act To Amend The Protection Of Animals Act.”

On motion Clauses {1} through {5) carried,

Motion that the cowmmittes report having passed the bill without
amendment, carried.

A bill, “An Act To Amend The Employment {Notice of Termination)
Act. 12£%.7

On motion Clauses (1) through {2} carried.

Motion that the committee report having pessed the hill without
amendment, carried.

On motion that the committes rise and report progess and ask leave
to sit asgaipn, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair,
MR. CHATRMAN: HMr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole have considered
the matters to them referred and have directed me to report Bills Ne. 2,
20, 1, 18, 13, & and 17 without amendment and ask lesve to sit again.

On motion report recelved and adopted, bills ordered read a third
time on fomorrovw,
MR, MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I do move that the House at its rising to
adjourn until tomorrow, Tuesday, at 3:00 P.M.
MR. SPEAKER: On wmotion the House at its rising do adjourn until

tomorrow, Tuesday, at 3:00 P.M.












