






























































March 5, 1973, Tape 458, Pape 2 -- apb
the Ttipghts of the tenant is aver,‘Let them now take heed. The tenant
do have riphts and the riphts of those people arc poing to be maintained
at any cost, notwithatanding the fact, Mr. Speaker, thar the landlord
has ripghts and that hia rights or her riphts will be aloo maintatned,

We are the first to apree that this aituatfon fs n two-woy
gerect. Wherever there 18 any indication that n landlord in prepared
to improve the situation under which he 18 renting properties, he will
get all the cooperaticon in the world from my department, but #n
situations such as ve have seen in recent months, vhere the Department
of Social Services are forced, literally forced to pay rentsfor properties
which are not worth one quarter, nor one half of the rents we are paying,
such landlorde will feel this lepislation and feel it in a very gtiff
way.

We will leave no stone unturned, Mr. Spenker, to seeck out
those people who have set themselven up with one aim in mind and that
is to pet vhatever they can at the expense of the tenant whe up to now
has hod 1ittle or no ripghts. Certainly they have had the riphts, but
they have not had them recopnized by any lepislation,

Mr. Speaker, the present lepislation on the books cover only
unfurnished apartments, partly furnished or furnished apartments were
not covered. In too many inatanccs this provided an opportunity for

gome landlords and there arc classic examples of this, to place a few

sticks of furniture in an apartment or a few rooms and to rent it at a
ridiculous fipure. There are cases ripht in this city apadn to
demonatrite this, where two rooms with the use of a Lnthroowm -~ a hathroom
being usced ravhe by three other tenants, and a landlord chareing anywhere
from o?r lundred and thirty to one bundred and fifty dollars a month.

Mr. Speaker, this can only be clageed an highway-robhery

and IF thin Yepdslatton did nothing edpe but pot a atep to that, then
certninly thin con only be clanned nn oA pretvy Bmportant day far the
tenants of this province. Under the new lepialation, furnfshed el

partly furnished apartments are covered. Ve will do our best to provide

as pood a service as posalhle to all of the people who have complalntr
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mecordance with subsezction 1, the tenant may give written notice
¢ the landlord that he forthwith or on some specified future
day ,within three morche, will guitc and deliver up the premiscs
te the landlord and the lense shiall become vold."”

To me, Mr. Speaker, as T wentioned a bit esrlier, that
45 a useless provision and provides no protection at all o &8
renant, First of all there should be a stricter penalty on
the landlord’s part to provide a copy of this act, and secondly,
snd this 1s probably where the boards or the department, the minister
nimself ,mipght come into the picture, Perhaps there should be a
provision right in the act whereby a landlord is required to give
te the tenant a copy of some brochure or other, drawn up by the
department, which does not have any lepal efficacy, does not
have any lepal foundation but which 1s the considered opinion
of experienced officials as to what the responsibilities and ablipations
are under this act, sct out in simple terms. Of course,onf ?t, it should
state guite clearly that this is not the act and 1t does nof hnvé’ﬁhg
iepal force of the act, but here iz the peneral idea and 1f they want
to search further they can look at the act which the lgndlord has
provided.

But to provide an act couched in lepal terminelogy,to your
averape tenant who is not @ lawyer, to me is abgolutely uvseless,
My, Speaker. What is your averapge tenant solng to get gut of this
section B (3} "the doctrine ef interesse termini is abolished,”

T would pubmit, Sir, that your
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sverage teneant has not too much notion as to what exactly that provision
13 doing for him, nor would your average landlerd. T think that the
oblipationm, righta and responalbilitics should be sat out in an official
fashion by a brochure printed hy the department cencarned and supplied to
landlords on demand with a legal obligation on the landlord to make sure
that each of his tenants receives a copy of such a brochure in order to
make certain that they arc getting a considered opinion as to the meaning
of this nct.

There is no doubt, Sir, that the act places or the bill before the
House places & heavier burden on landlords,especially on those with units
which are below standard or which are sert of borderline, hoverinpg on the
borderline of whether they are standard or below standard. These landlords
must bring accommodations up to health and safety atandards equally,to
quote the act'a good state of repair and fit for habitation.” Now that is
a good provision.

But the problem which arimres and vne which the minister has already
put his finger on but which he did not go into, I would like to ses him
go into this problem, especially with his experience as Minister of Welfare.
The problem that arises is this; what in fact will be the alternative
accommodation for persena who are evicted from substandard homes, not evicted
necessarily but are forced to leave suhstandard homes because the landlord
cannot, has net or will neot brinp these accommodations up to pood,decent
standards? Are we now to he confrented in the future,as we have; more in
the futurce than we have in the past, are we to be confronted with the
situation of welfare clients, for exanple, occupyling motels and this
gort of thinp? Hopefully not. At a huge expense to the public, not that
they should nat he entitled to motel accommodation but there must he some
decent compromine in hetween there, Mr. Speaker.

The problem can be very aimply atated.Tf you force landlords to do
gomething wirieh they are not prepared to de either because there {a no
return on thelr investment, than they will not carry on the accommodation

which they presently have. People who are presently living in bad,substandard
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