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March 11, 1975, ‘Tape 321 {Afterncon) RE - 1

The House met at 3:00 p.m.
Mr. Speaker In the Chailr.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS:

MR. SPEAKER: The honcurable Minister of Fisheries.

HON. J.C. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, T just want te inform the House that

I have zome information here in connection with HacKean Fisheries fut-

fitrdng Limited. I cannot hear what the honourable gentleman is mumbling -

there.
AN TOROURABLL MEMBER: Inaudible.
MR, CROSRIE: No, no. Yes, M-a-c-K-e-s-n. MacKean's Fisheries Qut-

fitring Limited. My. Speshker, & firm by that name purchased salmon this
Summer s was in the business of purchasing salwmon on the Coast of Labrader,
purchased salmon there this past Summer. They are in the salmon buying
business along the Labrador Coaét and they funetion as an outfitring
outlet for the fishermen, sold catches at thelr buving stations. They
had operated successfully for four or five years before 1974 and marketed
fresh szalmon in the Canadian U.S5. market.

However, in 1974, salmon landings were guite high in Labrador and
the company got into difficulties in marketing salmon in a fresh form.
Apparently the salmen were purchased from the fishermen on the agreement
that they would be pald for theilr catches after the salmon had been scld.
When they were unable to sell the salmon fregh, the company decided to
freeze salmon and they made arranpements to have salmon shipéad to
LaScie and frozen there and held there in a frozen state.

In any event, the company was unable to continue to meet its
liahilitries during the year and during the Fall it went into bankruptcy
or made an assignment to & trustee in bankruptecy. The position on the
bankruptey is that total liabilities of pesstbly §236,000 are considerably
in excess of the company's assets. It is possible that the company will .
‘eventually pay forty to fifty cents on the deollar to its creditors.

The number of fishermen effected by the bankruptey was about 159 and

the amount of money owed the fishermen iavolved was $139,773. The
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fishermen, of courge, are ordinary creditors of the ccmpany5the gsame as
any other creditor except the preferred or secured creditor.

The govermment, Mr. Speaker, was originally contacted to see what
asaistance we could give. Of course, there is no assistance we could
properly give the company which have got itself into a position where
it had made an assignmeﬁt of bankruptecy, but the salmon that had bheen
purchased frozen at LaScie was in theiplant at LaScie originally
constructed by government. It has been operated under an arrangemeﬁt
with Newfoundland Quick Freeze Limited, I believe it is. It used to
be Job's. .

S50, the povernment agreed that 1f 1t would benefit the fishermen
that the company operating the LaScie plant, whose charges amounted to
525,000 for che freezing and the care and storage of the salmon, that
the government would absorb that less, that the company did aet let the
salmon be taken from its possession and sold without collecting what they
were owed for the storage comt. Well, as it happened the salmon was
sold by the trustee in bhankruptcy, but Newfoundland Quick Freeze, I think
I have the right company, but anyway the LaScle plant was pald its
storage charges.

S0, the government then had apother look at the situation and
negotiated with the trustee in bankruptcy and we informed the trustee
that 1f the rest of the creditors would agree that the $25,000 would
only be distributed among the fishermen creditors, we would autherize,
the govermment would pay 525,000 te the trustee in bankruptecy representing

that amount on coadition
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that that money only be distributed to the fishermen creditors

of HacKean's Figherles Outfirting Limited. These fishermen creditors
are all, I think, in the District of Labrador South or on the Labrador
Coast. Ye are mazking a payment to the trustee in bankruptcy hecause
the creditors have agreed that the only ones to receive this additional
amount would be the fishermen areditors and the fishermen creditors
gshould therefore receive about an additional fifteen or twenty

centy more than the other creditors.

I undersgtand from the trﬁstee in bankruptey that the first
interim dividend will be paid next week in an amount of twenty-cne
cents on the dollar to all creditors, and an extra sixteen cents
to the fishermen creditors. That is an interim dividend and they
should recedive dividends later on, So, it will probably end up
that the fishermen creditors will receive from sixty to seventy
cents on the dollar on what they are owed by thies bankrupt company
rather than forty or fifty cents on the dollar.

So, as I say, Mr, Spesker, the government has made this
payment of $25,000 covering these storage charges so that the funds
would be available to be paid over to the fishermen credirors.

_MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, this situation now apparently has been cleared
up, but, Sir, it certainly was a very embarrassing situation and most
unfortunate for the fishermen who were affected in the Distriet of
l.abrador South, I had a number of enquiries from my honourable
colleague’s district about this matter. Sir, the minister did not make
it clear in his statement why it was necessary to pass this $23,000
fee for storage over to the accountant who is acting for the company.
Why was this necessary? Why did not the government pay the money
directly to the fishermen rather than through a middle man? There
may be some legal reason for it, Sir, but the minister did not make
that clear.

I think on this side of the House, sir, we are glad that
atwleast the fighermen are poing to tecover part of thelr income through

the sale of this salmon. They have been tremendously inconvenienced,
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and they have undergone severe hardship down there in the past
geveral months on account of this. Tt was unfertunate, Sir., fThia
sort of thing seems to happen}or.has been happening,along the coast
of Labrador for a good many years. It was unfortunate that these
pecple can take advantage of the fishermen down there like this. I
hope that the ggvernment will take steps to see that it does not
happen again, It was uafeortunate indeed, S5ir, that the gentleman
invelved happened to be a former Tory candidate in that District

of Labrador South.

L MR. M. MARTIN: HMr. Speaker, I would just like to say at this
point that on behalf of those of my constituents who were owed
money, lost momey through that transaction, that we sincerely
appreciate the effort that the government and the honourable the
minister put into this.

I might say that right from the very start we did get
eco-operation from the goverament. Not the kind of wo-operation
that we had asked for. Ferhaps there were reasons why that salmon
could not have been passed over to Labrador Services as we had asked,
but nevertheless I think I would be remiss if I did not express my
apprecistien., The only thing that I would Iike to say at this point

ig that this situation is indicative of the kind of thing that has

been happening as the honourable the member for Bell Island said, over

the past twenty or thirty years along the Labrader Coast. Hopefully
the government with their introduction of the Development Corporation
will put an end to this kind cf thing once and for all providing

the Corporation is established along the right kind of structural
lines.

MR. CEOSBIE: Mr. Speaker, with referemce to what the honourable
gentleman for Labrador Scuth said$ an attempt was made to see if
Labrador Services would handie that salmon and smake 1it, but it wase
not possible. Afterwards a pood sale was gotten for it. With respect
to whether this system can be changed on the Labrador South Coast,

I certainly do not recommend to any f[ishermen that they sell thedr
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fish on the basis that they are golng to be paid if somebody
succeeds in petting the sale for it. There are difficult conditions
on the Labrador South Coast, Now, thére is a meeting being arranged
for April 2 in Labrador Scuth to discuss this and other problems
to which I will be going and I hope the honourable member for Labrador
South and the Canadian Salt Fish Cerperation.

This is one of the problemé that we are well aware of, the
problem of dealing with the salmon fighery In Labrador Scuth, On

the
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polnt asked about by the honourable member for Bell Island, of
course the only sensible way to distribute this money is to give

it to the trustee in bankruptcy{ who has the names and addresses
and all the particulars of who ave owed money by MacKean Figheries
Oucfitting Limited and alse what accounts those fishermen may owe
the company and has.all the infurmation?so it is quite bbvious that
the only way of distributing the money is to give it to him and

he is now, or will be mailing ocut this week interim dividend
cheques to the fishermen in guestion.

As far as whether any unfortunate gentleman who poes
bankrupt is Liberal, PC or whatever, there have been all kinds of
bankruptcies and your political persuasion does not determine whether
you may or may not go bankrupt. You run ints unfortunate circumstances,
Mr. Speaker.

REFORTS OF STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Mintster of Social Services.

HON. A. J. MURPFHY, MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES: Mr. Speaker, I have

much pleasure in tabling the regulations to "The Child YWelfare
Amendment Act, 1974." Coples will be distributed,

MR, NEARY: Looks like a heavy document.

MR, MURPHY: Do not judge by that way..It is the brain matcer that
goes inte it.

MR.NEARY: The wrong colours,

MR, SPEAXER: Order, please! The honourable Minister of Fducation,

HON. G. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I wigh to tahle copies of

regulations approved by the Executive Council aznd these are
regulations pursuant to legislation referring to the Department

of Education, Actually rhese are essentially administrative matters
pursuant te the execution of legislation passed by the House and

they are in the following areas, the regulations referring to the
School Doard Election Amendment Repulations 1974, the Adule Nducation

Scholarship amendment repulations 1974, the Local Schocl Tox Regulations
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1974, the School Beard's Allecation of Monies Amendment Repulations
1974, the Schools Act Teachers' Salaries Regularions 1974,

NOTICE OF MOTION:

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance.

HOR. H.R.V. EARLE, MINISTER OF FINANCE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice
that T will on tomorrow move that the House resolve itself into
Committee to consider ways and means of raising the supply to
be granted to Her Majesty.

Alsc I give notice that I will on tomorrow move that
the House resolve itself into a Committee to consider supply
to be granted to Her Majesty.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GLVEN:

MR, SPEAKFR: The honourable the Minister of Rehabilitation and

Recreation.

HON. T. DOYLE, MINISTER OF REHABILITATION AND RECREATION: Mr, Speaker,

I would like te Eﬁble the answer to question number five on the
Order Paper of Thursday, March &, asked by the honourable Member
for Bell Island.

ORAL QUESTIONS:
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Bell Island.
MR, HEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would Iike ro direct a question to the
honourable the Premier, 5ir, I would like to ask the Premier what
his government intends to do about the desperate unemployment
sltuation in this province atr the present time, twenty=three-point-
four per cent, as of the end of February, 43,000 Newfoundlanders
unemployed, & record for this province. What does the government
intend to do about this situation?
ML, BPEAKER: The guestion could be placed on the Order Faper.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, could the honourable Minister of Finance,
Sir, care to tell the House because in view éf the geriocus disclosures
in the Auditer Gemeral's Anmnual Report concerning Rural Development

ipans -
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MR, CROSBIE: Order, Mr. Speaker, that is an improper guestion
that states an opinion and agsumes facts.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!.

MR, NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker.

HMR. SPRAKER: Ordev, please! The question appears to be that
way. I will let the honcurable member fgnish it,

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, would the Minister of Finance care to
inform the Heouse, Sir, if it is his intention to ask the R,C.M.P.
fraude squad to investigate loans that have heen made improperly
under the Rural Development Authoricy.

MR, SPEAKER: Order, pleage! This question is oat &f order.

MR. HEARY: Batting zerc today, Sir. Would the Minister of Tourism,
Sir, care toc give the Hougse the name of the national advertisirg
company that received advanced payments of over $20,0G0 for
services thar were to be rendewed for the months of June, July and
August 1974-1975, in the 1974-1975 Bstimartes, but they wers

charged against the expenditures for the previcus year.
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MR. SPEAKER: The Miniater of Tourism,

MR, HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, for the second time, and the second
answer to the same question - MeConnell's Advertising. HceConnell's
Advertisdng. There is nothiag wrong with tha expenditure. There is
nothing vnderhanded, or incorrect, or wrong about lt. It is not a
precedent. It has been something which has happened repeatedly,
rapeatediy.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, would the Minister of Mines and Engrgy,
Sir, care to comment an a statement that has been made by the head

of Shaheen Natural HRespurces in the last twenty~four hours that his
company 1s ipnorant of any agreement to supply jet fuel to Gander?
MR, SPEAKER: the Hon, Minister of Mines and Energy.

HON. L, BARRY (MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY): Mr. Speaker, I think
I better have that placed on the Order Paper. I would like to consult
the Minister of Industrial Development whe is away today on that
matter,

MR, HEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. Is the minister avare
that his colleague, the Member for Gander has already made a public
statement on this matter? Is the minister aware of that?

MR, BARRY: Mr. Speaker, how do vou answer a question Iike that? I
am aware that my honourable colleagus made some statements during his

brief career, brief and illustrpous career.

MR, NEARY: Were they correct?
MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, on this mattery seriously, it was my

understanding that the Shaheen group had been invelved, and were
awvare of current developments with respect to ensurinpg a fuel supply
For Gander. This is why I want to consult with the Minister of
Industrial Development as he is the persor whom I believe was last
involved with the discussion.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the simplest say out of it I think is

¥
for the minister to take the gquestion under advisement, and provide

me with the answer tomorrow.
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MR. BARRY: Do not tell me what to do Steve.
MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, it is time for somshody to tell the

minister what to de, Sir.

AN HON, MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, would the Mipnister of Rehabilitation
and Recreation care to tell the House £f the goverament have yet

taken a decision to build a stadium on the South Shore of Conception
Bay?

MR. MOORES:  That is notice, Mr. Speaker.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. Is the minister aware that
his colleague already upstaged the Minister of Finance this morning
by announcing it that it 1s polng to be in the budget tomorrow? Is

he aware of that?

MR, SPEAFER: Order, please!
MR. NFARY: No!l

MR, SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Labrador South,

HH. M. MARTIN: Me, Speaker, I have a question for the Hon. Minister
of Rehabilitation and Récreation. Would the minigter table before the
Kouse the minutes of a meeting coavened at the Hoyles Home in December,
1974, vhich met to deside upen the disbursement of funds which are
provided under the federal-provincial agreement concerning native
pacples?

MR. SPYAKFR: The Hon, Minister of Rehabilitation and Recreation.
MR._DOYLE: Mr. Speaker, I do not believe I have the authority

to table those minutes. Those are wminustes of a joint Federal-
Frovineial Internal Committee. As I say I do not think ~ I am pretty
sure T do not have the authority to table those minutes,

MR. SPEAKFR: The Hon. Member for Dell Island.

MR, NPEARY: Mr, Speaker, I wonder if the Minister of Health, Sir,
would inform rhe House If he has received any requests from the
residents of Branch te have a docteor go te Branch one day a week te
hold a ¢linic in that community of Hranch?

YR, SPEARER:  The Hon. Miplster of Health.

DR. A. BROWE {MINISTER OF HFALTE}: Hr, Speaker, ¥ am not aware of

any specific requests from Bramch te provide this service. But I can
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tell you that we have improved the doctor-patient ratio on thar
part of the shore considerably from one doctor to four over
the lazt couple of vesrs.

I will look intc the question of Branch whichk -~ I am not
aware of anv specific complaint from them or anv additicnal requests.
He certainiy have inereased the nurber of docters tremendously down

there over the past couple of vears.

ME. HMURPHY: Four to one in the past two vears?
MR, NEARY: Yr. Speaker, a supplementary question to the honourable

mipister. Would the honourable minister care to inform the House
whether or net it is still a part of the apreement with the dnctors

in coftage hospitals that they have 20 make home visits?
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PR, AL ROVE:

Mr. Speaker, this is not a guestion ou which one can give direction.
There is nothing which one can do, and no direction cne can lay down
about doctora doing house calls. 1t is lefr to the individual discretion
of each dector as to whether or not he will do the house call. We
cannot direct doctors to see patients. There is nothing in the
Hippoeratic cath which says that they must, A doctor has the right
of refugal to see aﬁybndy!but in cases where there was only one
doctor available, I would think it would be very surprising that that
doctor did not meet the commitment, There is no direction anywhere
in the worlid one can give to a doctor to do any specific task of that
nature.

MR. HEARY: Mr. Speaker, would the Minister of Social Services
care to give the House a progress report on how the distribution
of this free food 1s going and what happendd in St. John's today
when the trailer load of food arrived on the parking lot at the
Stadium? Would the minister alsc tell the House, when he is on his
feet, 1f you need a medical certificate to get this food or is it
handed out to all people on social assistance?

MR, SPEAKER: ‘The Hon. Minjater of Sccial Services;

BOM, A, J. MURPHY (Minister of Social Services): As far as I know

the food 1is being discributed at the stadium parking lot, Mr. Speaker,
today. I think there is some form that shows that the people are
entitied to this particular food. T think this is the fifth place

that it has been dome. As far as I koow, it is going very well,

I do not think there is any consternation or anything else. As 1

say, members of my department are looking after it. I have mot had
the time to go down myself and distribute any of it. T have many
things to do. Again I have not had any complaints from anybedy

who received the food, and if there is anybody who has any ideas or

knows of people who are entitled to it in some way and would like to go
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down and pick up aomething for them, with the proper recognition,
Sir, I would apprecilate it Lf the member would form a commlitee
for people and perhaps we would hlock the back of his car with
these cartong and distribute them, We have had that happen, Sir,
in other areas of the province, Volunteers would lock afrer people
whe perhaps could not attend.

As I say, quite honestly, and we were talking to McCains
today in Florenceville, they are gquite happy with what we are doing.
It has been very orderly. We have received many compliments in the
way we have handled the thing, Sir, aad I think it is being done
better than any ather province so Ear.

MR, NEARY: A supplementary guestion, Mr. Speaker. The minister
did not give me a gpecific answer. Do you have to have a mediecal
certificate to get this food? Can anybedy on soclal assistance go
down and get it? Do you need a medical card to get the food?

MR, MURPHY: There is some autherization, but I do not kpow 1f it
is a medical card.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, this is what I asked the minister, and he
gets up and tries to be smart.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

MR. SPEAKER : Order please!

MR, NEARY: I asked the minister if you need a medieal card to get
this food. Yes or not?

_MR, MURPHY: I would suggest, Sir, that if the member wants all the
information, he can phone Mr, Fope or Mr. Power. They are down there
in their offices now, and will tell the story on it.

HR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, I am not gerting a minigter's salary.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR, MURPHY: Your not,but nearly.

MR, NEARY: Sir, a supplementéry question, Would the minister tell us
if there was a bilg turn cut this morning to get this food down on the

stadfum parking lot? Was there a big turn out?
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MR, MUBPHY: I really have net the faintest idea, quite frankly.
MR. NEARY: ¥r. Spesker - po, mever mind, Sir, T wiil not

waste my time.

MR. HMURPHY: That fg right., Sit down like a pgood fellow, you are
only bothering everybody,

MR. NEARY: ’ I havé a guestion, Sir, for the Minister of Finance.
Would the Minister of Finance care to inform the House if

he has recelved a request from the Newfoundland Co-opezative
movement for a $10 million revcling loan fund for that organization?

HON. H.R. V. BARLE (Minister of Finance): Mr. Speaker, noiI have

not received such a request,

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Premier, fresh back from
Corner Brook, seems to be anxious to provide the House with some
answers. Perhaps the Premier would care to make a statement on
tﬁis matter. The National Welfare Councill of Canada, Sir, says
that nearly half of ocur children in this province are destitute.
Would the Hon. Premler care to indicate to the House -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR, CROSBIE: Point of grder, Mr. Speaker.

MR, MEARY: Would the Hon. Premjer -

_MR. SPEARER: (rder, please!

MR, CHOSBIE: Standing Order 31 (c} deals with these kinds of
questiong, Mr. Speaker. In putting an oral question, no argument
or opinion is to be offered nor any facts,stated except so far

ag may be necessary to explain the same. Oral quastions will not
be prefaced by the reading of letters, telegrams, newspaper extracts
or preambles of any kind. The honourable gentleman’s guestion is
out of order on all these grounds,.

MR. SPEAKER: The question asked by the Hon. Member for Bell Island
d#d tend to be out of erder in that he wam sort of prefacing it by
a preamble that was a statement of fact rather than a guestioun.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, would the Hon, Premier care to indicate

o the House what his government intend to do about statistics that,
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I presume, are facts, Sir, that were released by the Wational Weifare
Councfl of Canada recently that nearly half of our children In

this province are destitute? What does the government intend to

do about this gitwation?
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MR. SPEAKER: That is essentially, with the wording changed, somewhat
esgentially the same question as the henourable member asked.

MR. HEARY: Yes, would the Premler - I am asking the Premier for

an answer, -

PREMIER MOGRES: Put ;a on the Urder Paper, Mr. Speaker. It is a
question that deserves a debate rather than a reply.

MR. HEARY: Well, Mr. Spgaker, if the Premjer is agreeable and the
other members of the House, we are prepared to debate the matter.

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! COrvder, please!

MR. NEARY: HMr. Speaker, would the Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, Sir, care to tell the House what action has been taken on

providing a water and sewerage system for the South Shore of Conception
Bay?

MR, SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

HOE, B. PECHKFORD: Mr. Speaker, the action that we are taking on the

Conception Bay South water and sewer system,as with all other systems,

ig that we are analyaing each and every one and determining whether we
can fit irv within our prioricies for the capital budget for 1975,

Suffice it to say now, Mr, Speaker, that this whole question of the water
supply in that area relates very definitely to the overall regional

water supply, scome of the meney for which 1s now coming frem DREE.

MR. HEARY: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Tourism, no, would it be
frovincial Affairs? Whe 1s responsible for snowmobiles?

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: The Minister of Traansportation.

MR, NEARY: Well, would the Minister of Trangportation and Communications,
Sir, care to indilcate te the House when we can expect regulations governing
the operation of snowmobileg in this Province to be made - the Minister

of Tourism?

MR, SPEAKER: The honourable Miniseer of Tourism.

BON. T.P. HICKEY: Mr., Speaker, there has been considerable work donas

on those regulations and werk is continuing on them, I cannrot give a

definite date, but very, very scvon, as guick as we can posaibly provide them.

1037



March 11, 1975. Tape 326 RH - 2

They will be provided in the form of a white paper as indicated by the
honourable the Premfer. Work is continuing on them as we get comments

from variocus people with regards to varfous sections or various regulations
that we had included in the original or the draft ones that we formulated.
ME. HEARY: Mr. Bpeaker, for the, I think it is the seventh day in

a Tow now, would the Minister of Recreatlon and Rehabilitarion care

to tell the House what the Province'r commitment is to the suomer pames?

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

MR, SPEAKER: We have an agreement this will be Private Members' Day,
so we shall discuss motion {2) as It appears on today's Order Paper.
MR. CROSBIE: Motion (1), Mr. Speaker, The Leader of the Opposition
has agreed that we might pass motion (1} first, so that the select
committee can start functioning. Then we will go on to motion (2).

MR. SPEAKER: HMotion number {1}, all those in favour of the metion
moved by the honourable Minister of Fisherles to set up the select
commitree with regards to the inshore fighery. Those in favour “aye",
those againgr “nay", motion carried.

Motion number (2) to be moved by the honourable Member for
Bonavista South.

MH. J. MORGAN: Mr., Speaker, this motlon was on the Order Paper the
last session of the House of Assembly and unfortunately, because of

the time taken with other private members’ resslutions, this reselution
did not get debated. The only change now in the rescluticn iz rhat we
are now, the reselution is now asking that this matter be brought forward
at the upcoming Law of the Sen Conference wheress last year we were asking
it be brought forward at the upcoming ICNAF meeting which was then to

take place ia June.

How, this resclution 1s to me one of the most impeortant resclutions
we are going to discuss in thig House of Assembly with connection with
the fisheries. I have done some considerable research work into the
effect fishing on the Hamilton Banks is having on our inshore fishery.

It is not the fishing on the Hamilton Banks being carried ocut by our

country, the Canadien fishermen. Ir is the fighing that is being carried gue

1038



Mareh 11, 1975. Tape 326 RE - 3

by the foreign natiecms. I think maybe it is by lucky coincidence that
we did not get the resoletion debated last year, because if we pasmed
the resolution in the House of Assembly and if we had brought the
matter forward to the Federal Government asking them to have this

matter brought forward at the ICNAF meeting in June,
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I am afraid we would have been very disappeinted. Because in reading
the minutes of the meeting of the ICNAF meeting, I have no hesitation
in saying that I am ashamed of my own country, I am ashamed to be
a Canadian because here we are today in Newfoundland seeing the
wipe-out of the economy of the Hortheast and East Coast of
Hewfoundland, an area which depends practically solely on the fisherles.
There are ne Industries along that coast. There 1s no econcmic
base’ _ the only eeconomic base is the fisheries.

I am ashamed to be a Cznadian when I saw what our country,
wy country,did at the ICNAF meeting In June, 1974. Despite the fact
that this government under the then Minister of Fisheries, now the
Minister of Ferestry and Apriculture, presented to the federal
government & very strong case as to why the Hamilton Banks should
be closed during the spawning season, despite that, despite the
strang.brief, the strong presentation from the provinecial government
for the closing of the Hamilten Banks during the meanths of February,
Hareh and April which is the spawning season for thg codfish, despite
that I am now going to relay what happened at that ICNAF meeting in
June.

1 sincerely hope that the members in this Assembly will also
feel the same a5 I do, ashamed of either the nepotiating power of
this eountry or the way they feel shout our fisheries in Newfoundland
Mr. Speaker, the meeting was convened in June, the ICHAF meeting., We
now know that the federal government is golng there with the Newfoundland
Goverament demaading;prac:ically,thax something be done rvo protect the
inshere fishery on the Northeast and East Coast of this province. That
includes the Labrador Coast where the figheries are sc important,

At that meeting and these are the facts - the factgs can
be horne out by loocking at the minutes of the meeting of the ICHAF
meeting In June. Canada went in with this positionm, went‘in with
ong position. Canada went in and instead of going in and saying

we went the Hamilton Banks closed because it is destroying our

inshore fishery along the Northeast CUsast of Newfoundland and Labrador —

Ko, no, thay did not do that - they went in, Mr. Speaker, and asked
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that the quota be reduced in that area known as sub-area (2) (3)
in the ICHAF zones which includes the Hamilton Banks. They went
in and they agked for a reduction of the quota, The quota was

in 1973, for example, 550,000 metric tons of codfish. That was

the gquota, the ICNAF quota.

Canada went inte that meeting and the first proposal put
forward was instead of asking for the closing of the Hamilton Banks
during the spawning season, it put forward & proposal asking for a
reduction of that quota for 1975, for this year, this fishing year,
and the reduction be 470,000 metric tons, a reduction of 80,000 metric
tons among all the nations. That was my countyy's proposal. That
was your country's proposal. Is that the kind &f concern we have
frem our federal government for the fisheries of this provinee? Is
that the way the federal government is showing concern for the fisheries?

To me it is an cbvious careless attitude. It is an obviocus
attitude that they are not concerned about the fisheries in this
provinee. Now, that propesal was put forward by the delegates from
Canada. After discussion there was one nation strongly opposed to
reducing the guota. That nation, Mr. Speaker, was not the Russians.
It was not U.5.5.K., a strong natiop at these LCNAF meetings, but it
was a smaller natlon. In fact, Mr. Speaker, a mation which to me
surprisingly had more power at the ICNAF meetings than Canada. It
was the country of Portugal. The Portuguese delegates chjected
strongly to the proposal put forward by Canada.

Surprisingly enough they were successful in overrnling Canada's
proposal. The proposal to reduce the quotas was ruled ocut completely.
Then after the first proposal was ruled cut completely, then Canada
changed its mind, It sald, Okay, 1f we cannot get the reduction
in quota we asked for because of the Country of Portugal being so opposed
to it, we will now put forward a second proposal.

Then alonp c¢ame the second proposal. Then they asked for

the closing of the Hamilton Banks.
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But that was their second proposal, not the main one, at the ICHAF
meeting in June.

But surprisingly encugh in this case, when they asked
for the closing of the iHamilton Banks,which was Canada's second
position at the ICHAY meeting, not its first, not its prime one
but the second ong, it came second, then along came the powerful
Hation.of Rumsia, the USSR came in with thelr strong delegation
and said, no, ne way, we are not going to tolerate the closing
of the Hamilton Banks during the spawning season. 0Of courge it
is ¢bvious the reason is because that is where the Russians
continuously fish extensively during the spawming season, on the
Hamilton Inlet Banks:

Sc after again considerable discussion according to
the minutes of the meeting of IONAF, what did the Country of
Canada de? Mr. Speaker, here comes the shameful part., The
Country of Canada withdrew the proposal to close the Hamilton
Banks, it was after losing the first one presented to reduce
the gquota, it lost that one and the second one, the Canadlan delegation
withdrew the proposal because Russia very stronply opposed to it.

The main reason why, according to the minutes, why
Canada withdrew the proposal completely was that it felt that
if the Hamilton Banks were closed, the Ruésian argument was that
if you are going to divert our fishing activity into two other
zones slong the east coast of Newfoundland that ceuld damage
. the inshore fishery of Newfoundland and Labrader. %o because of
that argument put forward by the Nussian delepates, CUrnada withdrew
the proposal to have the Hamilton Barnks cloged.

S0 actually Canada came away from the ICNAF meetings in
June, in my view, in a very shameful manner. They came away net even
naving their quotas reduced,aumber one, and not even perfting anywhere
for clpsing the Hamilton Banks.

Now these ars the facts for each and every member of this
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Hlouse of Assembly to lock at, because the minutes of that meeting are
on record znd these are the facts as to what happened atr
the ICNAF meeting, And I would say, Mr. Spesker, with no
hegitation, a shameful display, a shameful display on the part
of Canada ag a negotiating power, or number two, a shameful, obvious
conclusion I have come te, 1s a shameful neglect on the part of
the federal povernment to show concern for the fisheries in
Newfoundliand and for the Wortheast coast of Newfoundland and
Labrador.
Now, Mr. Speaker, the reductien of quotas on the Hamilton
Banks, you know, many people are going to say, and I know that there
are people in our, maybe even in our goversment, whe will say,
well, what is the main argument for closing the lamilton Banks?
what effect 1s it geing to have en the inshore fishery? Here are
a few facts, Mr. Speaker, In 1972, there were 400 million pounds of
fish, codfish, taken off the Labrador and the East coast of Newfoundland,
including the sub-area (j), which is the lamilton Banks area.
Newfoundland, out of that tetal, only tock one per cent.
Newfoundland took 4 million pounds only, in 1972, of cod. The reat
of the foreign countries,in order as they caught the fish, of course
the top one was Russia. The 400 million pounds caught, total in 1972,
in the area including the Hamiliton Inlet Banks, the Russians took
200 million pounds, half the total catch in 1972 and next came
Portugal and Poland and East Germany.
Suprisingly encugh to me at that time, the Spaniards
were not fishing there, nor any extensive fishing in 1972. 1t was

the Russians, the Portuguese, the Polish and the East Sermans,
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How the reduction of guotaz. The reason why I mentioned it
earlier {s that there is some argument as to whether we should
close the Wamilton Banks or not. Recause scientizts and bilologists,
and others who look at the fish stocks along the ceast, they are
Sayiﬁg‘well,look the fish stocks are not being over-fished. And they
are right. ¥e cannot put forward a case te Canada, and we cannot
put forth a case at the ICNAF meetings, Iin this case the Law of
the Sea, aaying,leok the fish stocks are belng ever-fished, and
that fs the reason vhy we should close the Hamilton Banks. NGJ
because the fish stecks per ase ave not being ever-fished. The
fish stocks are there in February, HMarch, asd April on the
Ramilton Banks area.

And whether we ghould clese the Hamllten Banks only because
of a social reason - that is the main reason put forward now, the
social reason. Because every ianshore fishermen around the East
Coast, and the Northeast Coast, and along Labrador have known it
for years that during the months of February, March, and April the
Bamtlton Banke is whers all the mether cod fish go to spawm. They
go thers in great schools of fish., They go there because during the
epgp development period they have not got the fish around -~ they po
there in schools. There is just one bipg body of fish in the Hamiliron
Banks, on the spawning area. DBut every Spring in June,; and July, or
gatly Summer these f£ish come up to the surface, and there is a migration
movement every year into the shere - the inshore ground.

But now what is happening is because of the héavy fishing by
the Hussians, and by the other foreign nations, mainly by the
Russiang, during the months of March, and in particular Febtuary}in come
thege foreign trawlers, and foreipn dragpers and sweep up these mother
fish who are there spawning on the Hamilton Inlet Bank - sweep them
up. But now the stocka are there. They do not over—fish what is
there. But thev over-fish it enough that all of these mother f£ish
do not gpet into inshore. They are swept up.

For example, here is a diagram, Mr. Speaker, that shows the
fizhing on the Hamilton Banks, and the amount of production. This

is {n 1872. TDuring the month of February, for example, this is
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atriectly on the Hamilton Inlet Bank, not on the sub-area zone,

just on the Bank itself - during the month of February we are
talling about 90,000 metrie tons, durlng the month of March we

are talking about 40,000, during the month of April we are talking
about 25,000, Bur during the months of May, June, and July there
is ne cateh at all on the Hamilton Banks., None. ﬁuring the.months
of August, September the max;muw for these fwo months was up
around 11,000 metric tons.

Well, Yr. Sneaker, what T am getting at is that during the
snawning season that is when the hip major catch takes places on the
Hamilton Banks. That is when the forelgn beats come in and sweep
them up. Thie is what 1s stopping the nigatory movement of the
cod fish to the inshere grounds along the Labrador Coast, and the
Northeast Coast of this provinee.

There 1s nobody in this House of Assembly, or around the
Coast of Newfoundland can but look at the figh 1and1ngsj £or example,
Mr. Speaker, fish landings whether they be on the Labrador, or in
the whole of the province. And fish landings, for example, in 1974,
this last ¥ear, vas a total of 515 million pounds of £igh. That was
rventy~Four per cent down from 1973 when we saw 674 million pounds.
In other words a reduction ln 1974, rwenty-feour per cent,the total
landings uere,helow that of the previcus year in 1873. For example,
for the veriod up te the end of July 1974, the total catch then,
un to rhat period, and this is by the figures releaged from the
Fishing Serviee of Canada, that there were 278 miilien pounds, and
up until the end of July 1974 - but for the same period in 1973,
it wasg 424 million pounds. A decrease of 246 million pounds of fish
for that peried.

How I am just
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using these as examples to show that it is something we already know,
that is,fish landings are down, There is no peint in going on into
statlatics and fipures and facts that are produced by the Federal
Govermment or the Provineisl Government showing that fish landings
are down. We all know that.

Mr. Bpesker, I cannot help but reminisce on the days when I
wag growing up on Flat Islands in Bonvista Bay, my father s fisherman,
he owned a schooner, my uncle awned & schooner, in fact, I think svery
man In the Morgan family had a schooner at that time, when I was what

they call, T was what they call a bedlames boy.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inausdible.
MR. MORGAN: Captain Morgan, he is my pirate uncle.

Mr. Speaker, in g serious vein, I cannot help but reminisce on the

days when, only in my day, I am only a young man, the days when I would,
on Flat Islands, in 1952-53-34, when 1 was a teenager, and in the fall
of the year or September, vou go up and look out over the ocean, you
see thoge schooners sailinpg in, see the sails of those scheooners flooping
in the wind coming home from the Labrador, the Labrader fishery, a
beautiful sight, a sighe that only somecne like myself maybe can
reminisce about with much pleasure on it. Other people who are still out
there around Bonavista Bay and around Notre Dame Bay and Creen Ray
trying to make a living from the ocean, 1% is not very pleasureable
for them to reminisce in these days because now they see themselves in
a period of frustration. They feel that there is no more future to the
fisheries. They fishery is gene. They got no more bright outlook on
life. Everything is dismal for them right now, but these were the days
when we tall about schooners, we see schooners coming back from the Labrador,
They go down in the early sepring and by the latter part of August, firvst’
week in September they will be coming back with a full load. IHven then,
there would be some years when they would go back for the second lead
to the Labrador.

That has been happening all sleng the East, Northeast Coast. It

wag not just ip Bonavista Bay. It was all along the East Coast of Newfoundiand
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wvher the Labrader fishery was so important to that area of our Frovince.
Now, Mr. Speaker, there is a complete lack of fish. The fishermen who
went dowm there the last two years, three years, five ye&rs,"i recall
the fleet went down there two years ago from Bonaviasta North. The
honourable gentleman from that area can probably talk about the same
thing. They went down there and they came back. There wag no more
figh. They came back with a few hundred pounds and nothing else,
nothing. The landsmen went down there on the Irenbounds and these
places on the Labrader, nothing. In fact, they talked to one askipper
whe was down there twe years ago and he came back and ssld he could not
even get a meal of fish to ear. There was nothing on the shore.

Now, years ago when the old schooner captains would go there,
sozme years they would find no f£iash, but 1t would oot heppen year after
year after year after year, that there was no fish. Soxe
years they would go down and they would come back and they would said,
"Look, there is a water haul this year, there is no fish," but they
would always find scme kind of a reason and the old fellows used to
always say 1f the water was dirty or if the water was cold, exceptionally
cold during certain years, there would be no fish, Bur they would go
back the following vear and lead the schooners. But now what is
happening ? It ig no longer a sclentiftc reason with regards to
the temperature of the water or the quality of the water whether it
was warm or cold. We all know it is no lenger that, Mr. Speaker. We
knew what it is. ¥We know the resource is gone. The rescurce iz being
depleted more and more every year and there is no more inghore fishery
aleng the coast of Labrador and Neortheast Coast.

Mr. Bpeaker, when you look at the point and the fact that
sixty per cent of all the fishermen in this Province, all over the
Frovinece, that sixty per cent of all fishermen reside In the Nertheast
Coast of this Province and Labrador, surely we must come £o realize how
important, how important 4s this resclution on the fishery and how important
the fisherieg, the inshore fishery is to cur economy, the economy of this

Province Because unless we get the inshore fishery revived, unless we
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get the men who can go out on the trap skiff or out on the lpngliner,
the inshore, midghore grounds, we are not going to have an economy
along the East Coast anymore. We are poinpg to have a, maybe I should

hesitate before I say 1t, but I would say a disaster area. WUe
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almost saw it last year that there was no fish. I would aay
two or three years like we had last yéér and the area will
net be able to take it, & complete disaster.

S0 how can we as politiﬁians in this proviﬁce, how
can we sit here idly as politicians? It reélly frustrates ﬁe.
to think that we have a government in Ottawa that is not concerned
enough to go and demsnd amction. The honourable gentlemen on the
other side may also look at us and say, as a government, what are
you Fellows doing? What are you fellows doing as a govermment for
the fishery? But the main problem today in our fisheries i not
whether we got a pclicy}and we do.have a pelicy in this goverament
on fisheries, it is not that, the main problem is our resource
probles and that action can only come from the federsl level. It
can only come from the nations petting together by some kind of
ar apreement.

As T spoke in an earlier debate on the Centinental She
i do net think we are going to get that apgreement but that was
raybe being a bit too pessimistic,

Mr, Speaker, my district is a fishing district. My
district depends practically entirely on the inshore fishery. 1
am proud o be the mover of this private member’s resolution, I
sincerely hope that all members of this Legislature will look at
it in a very serious way and speak on it and supporr it., I hope
they will all recognize and realize what it means to districes idik
Bonavista Scuth and Bonavista Horth and TFogo and Twillingate,

White Bay Herth and Green Bay and these places, what it means tgo

1f,

=3

thogse areas. What it means to a fisherman right now to realize that,

ot only realize, but visualize any evening he wanted to by walkin
to the nearest lookout and looking over the herizen and seeing all
those lights like a small city, especially this time of the year,
there fishing, reaping up the fish stocks along our coast., It is
kind of thing that builds up emotion when you come to think of it

it has a riphe to?because it is affecting so many Newfoundlanders
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the lives of so many Newfoundlanders along our coase.

S0, Mr. Speaker, I am not poing to be tec long in
this debate, because I am sure other members will want to speak
on 1t}but beiag a mover of the resolution there 1s one point I
would like to make in connection with the fishery and T listened
yesterday very attentively to the honourable geptleman from
Burgea-LaPoile, listened very attentively tfo what I thought was
one of the most sensible, most common sense points made on the
figheries we have heard in the louse this year, coming from a
backbencher.

I heard him mention that he would like to see thé
ban, the complete ban, on pgill nets, I have talked to him hecause
he is a man who is knowledpeable on the fisheries and I am a
man who recogrgiz;es that. He earlier sald to me there iz no point,
there is no point in poing out and banning fishing during the
spavning seagson on the Hamilton Banks— there is no point in doing
it because as long as we got gill nets in Newfoundland along the
coast ye are not going te have an inshore fishery.

In some respects I am inclined to apree with him.
That is the reason why I make this sugpestion while speakinpg in this
debate, It is a very sincere, gehuine suggestion to the Minister
of Fisheries, the honourable Minister of Fisheries to the povernment,
that this year the provincial govermment, if it has to do it slone
without any help from the federal povernment at all, engage a number
of boats, large types, even draggers, engage them, and keep them working
all this Summer, or the Spring and Summer, doing nothing else only
drapging up the gill nets that have been lost along our ceast. ECast
and Hortheast coasta, in fact all around our ceast of Newfoundiand,
just dragging up these gill nets. Because what is happentng, these
=ill nets are out there continucusly fishing. There is the kind of
material in the nets that Is neot the kind of material thar will rot
overnight, over a week, over & month, even years. They are continuously

fighing. Last year we saw hundreds and hundreds of pill nets losr along
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the East Coast and Northeast coast and these pilll nets are still
out there fishing. They figh, they sink down, the fish rot, the
fish nets float up again and they fish and fish continunously.

That is the reason why 1 think it is a good point
that many of the cod stocks are not getting inshore because
these gill nets are out there fishing, fishing to no one's benefit.

So that suggesticn
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I sincerely hope it will be taken quite seriously by this goveroment,
by the Hinister of Fisheries, and hopefully will get some assistance
from the federal level of government in doing this,to carry out this
programme this gummer in having all thege gill nets dragged up along
the c¢oast, beats going back and forth dragging up these old gill nets,
whigh are not pld gill nets but gill nets that have been losa}to
prevent any more futhgr fishing to no one's benefit.

Mr. Speaker, in closing the opening part of this
debate, the point I would like to make is although our country of
Canada did not put forward = very strong case last year,at ICHAF,
and altheough the Law of the Sea Conference is not sélely going to
be debating the fisherles probiem;, I sincerely hope that this
resolution will be passed unanimously in the Housme of Assembly,
Qppcsiti@g and Government, and that this resclution be sent to Ottawa
prior to the delegation leaving for Genmeva, the Law of the Sea Conference,
Because I am visualiziang something which maybe I should not say, but
I am vigualizing that we are not going to get a 200 mile limit, Again
I am being pessimistic, but £t has get to be said. I saw whar happened
at the last Law of the Sea Conference, as outlined in my earlier
debate on the Continentdl Shelf. If we are not going to get a
200 mile limie, at least, we cén get a complete ban on fishing on the
Hamflton Banks during the apawning season, The Hamllton Banks are
included within the 200 mile limit. I think it is approximately
118 miles off the Hamilton Inlet, off Labrador, 115 miles, the Hamilron Banks,

AN HON. MEMBER: No, 1i0 miles.

MR, MOHGAN: Okay, 110 miles, Call me a liar for five miles.

Mr, Speaker, if we cannot get the 200 mile limic, at least, we can make
avery attempt, and surely if Canada comes back this time from Geneva and
saps to our little Province of Newfoundland, look boys, I am sorry, we
cannot get the 200 mile limit. Leook, you fishermen on the Northeast Coast

and the East Coast. I am sorry we canmof get the ban for the Hamilton Banks.

Here is one politlcian, and I hope all members of this Legislature, will
take the same attitude and say, look, you are sorry for us, well we are

sorry for you. We have put up long enouph. We want action, and we are
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going to get action, Ho'lauger are we going to he hegglag for action.
We must get forceful and demand it. We saw what happened in
Iceland, T think we will see in a few months what 15 going to happen
in the U.8.A. We are going to demand action, but hopefully with
a resclution of this nature,passed By this Legisiature and passed
unanimously, that the delegates to the up.coming Lawr of the Sea
Conference will put forward a strong case, not based on the
scientints data they have mathered or thebidlagists,'because they
will say te the delegates, oh no, there is no justifiable reason
te close the Hemilton Banks, Oh, no, no, the fish stocks would
allow more fishing, You can carry on fishing over and over,more
than 500,000 metric toms per year. You can actually increase the
quota and, of course, along comes Russia and agrees with that, I
am beglnning to think that our scientists and our biologists,who are
working with the federal government in Ottawa,ares Hewfoundland's
worst enemies, Newfoundland’s worst enemies, becauge they are not
looking at the gocial factors. They are not looking at the social
affect on the coast of Newfoundland. They do not take it all into
consideration,what it means to a fisherman whe could only get a few
quiatals of fish per year, not enough to keep his family alive on,

They do not take into consideration what it means
to all the Fortheast Coast where there are no industries, there s no
work, there iz no employment, That is the main and mest important
factor that must be taken into consideration. It is the most important
factor, the only factor is the social factor, We have to get our
inshore fishery back. We bave to get it revived. The anly way is by
demanding action, We have been pleasant with Ottawa long euuugh,in my view,
From here on in, we got to demand action.

Mr. Speaker, I will close the opening part of this debate
and will Hsten to the views of other honourable members in the hope that they

will support this motion, and it will be supported unanimously. Thank you.
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MR. SPEAXER: The Heon. Memhe; for Fogo.
MAPT, WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I do not see where this motion now
is really releva§t- Having gone th:aggh all of the exercise a
few days ago, when we unanimously mgreed to that resclurien put forward
Lo present to the Law of the Sea Conference, presenting Newfoundland's
feeling toward the 200 mile limit and beyond, If we do not get the 200
mile limit, then I doubt very much if we are going to be able te do
very much with the Hamilton Banks,

Now we have this resolution so we are golng to
send two resclutions now., Which one are we putting the emphasis on?
Do we want the 200 mile limit or are we golng to present this resolazion,
a motion asking for control over the Hamilton Banks? Now personally,
I do not think your motion has gone £ar enough. What T would like to see
or the Hamllton Banks is a closed season, a closed season for an
an iadefinite period.
_AN HON. MEMBER: What time of the year?
EAPT. WIHSOR: From January to the end of April. That is when
we get the concentration of £ish on the Hamiiton Banké, in Januwary
up until the middle of April or the end of Aprii and that, of course,
is the spawning period as well. BSp, we have a great concentration of
fish there., We also have & great concentration of draggers and
trawlers, draggers especially., Newfoundland, eapecially, Canada as a
whole, we have not been taking our guotas from the Hamilton Banks, Why?
Because the Newfcoundland trawler owners will not send their vesgels up
there. The fishing season diminighes after the last of April. Usually
the trawlers are forced cut by fce, but I would like to = I have asked
this question last year on several occasions. I think Fishery Products
had an experimental vesgel last year oa the Hamilron Banks. We never
did get very much of a report of how it worked out, whether the vessel

was successful during the fighing ¢through the iee?

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaadikle).
CAPT. WIHSOR : it did not work? 8o, you know, what are we going

to do? If we are geing to take advantage of the Hamilton Banks then surely
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we must provide the capability to go up there and fish that back or
otherwise we will always be guilty of not taking our quota, And if we
do not take the quota, then how can we argue against the forefgners
taking their quota? Tt is as simple ag that.
Mr. Speaker, that is what I would like to sex, 1 speak for

this side of the House., I do not know if there ara.any other me&ﬁers
who want to speak,but we certainiy havé no quarrels with tﬁia mation;.and
we will support it. 1 would like to see, instesad of a spawaning peried,
T would like to see a clomed smason on that bank, from the éiddie of
January until the end of April for thres or four yeazs; This will give
the fish time to spawn and grow, because it rakes five or six years.
from the time a fish is epawmed until it gets to where it can be of a productive
state,

Hr. Speaker, that 1s the feeling,T believe,of this side of the
Houge, We will certainly support it, Having supported the other resolution
how can we do anything less than support this matian? I have had
guite & lot of experlence, too, along the Labrador Coast,and in ché.uutpor:
of Bonavista North growing up and seeing the activity of the Labra&ar
fisherman. I am pure there is a great number of Newfoundlanders whp
can recall the gloricus days when we had a fleat of Labrador schooners
salling each Spring to Labrddor, and returning in the Fall, most times

with a very successful voyage. But, Mr, Speaker, it faded out.
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it faded out for cne thingébecause the price of fish went to where

it was no longer profitable. It was no longer profitable for a wan

to outfit dn May and go te Labrador and come back with 1,000, 1,209,
1,500 quintals of fish and find that the price per quintal for Labrador
fish then was about $1.8C per gquintal. How could they survive? So,

it maturally died.

But there 1is ancther contributing factor, Mr. Speaker, which
must be borme dn mind, and that is the temperature of the water. The
member mentioned it in moving the motion. The tempevature of the water
does have a bad effect on the fish coming to land. In 1971 while I
was filling the post as Minister of Fisheries for a short perind,
we undertvock to have an experiment carried out along the Labrador Coast.
We found that the boat making the survey went up the Labrador Coast
and in areas around Cape A111lik and Cape Harrison they found the
temperature of the water very cold, actually below freezing.

They pursued on north cutside of the Queens Lakes just
outside of Nain. There the water was stili very cold, the temperature
very low, and there were no figh, However, they came back #n
September and surprigingly enough in September that temperature
had risen and fish bepan to srrike the coast. At that time there were
very few Eishermen fishing. Very few of our Newfoundlanders ever
stay aleng the Labrador Coast later than the last of September -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: August.

CAPT, WINSOR: It is before August too.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: July.

CAPT WINSOR: In July, that is right. Envirenment plays a very
peculiar part with the cedfish, Our seals, of interest, Mr. Speaker,
the other day, two days ago, I was talking to a federal ingpector who
had flown out over the area asround the Cannets spotting seals. He
said - it was yesterday if I remember correctly - You know the seals
this year, today, are only pupping. I zzid, Yeu do not mean that?
te said, The seals are only pupping teday, This is

why the killing date has been extended to March 15 because the seals

are too small to take, Last year they were still very small and this
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is what led to the further delay this year in taking the seals.

So, something is happening)and I do not know what. The
member the other day criticized che federal government for carrying
out and spendinp another great sum of meomey in exploratory work,
scientific work. This is one fault we have in Canada. We do not
have enough scientific knowledge of the fishing industry., We have
very little compared to what the Russlans have. The Russians are
top-notch in their scleanrific fleld. They know more about the fishery
along the North Atlantic than Canadians do, Newfoundlanders more
especially. So, T cannot see the justification to criticize the
government to carry out more sclentific experiment.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

CAPT WINSOR: Wall, it may take that long with the equipment that they
have. However, Mr. Speaker, I think the motion 15 -~ the member is
sincere in presenting the motion, and he, like all of us, has a
great interest in the inshore fishery, like all of us. We represent
inghore districts, inshore fishery districts.

Another phenomenon last year, Mr. Speaker, and the vear before,
there were very little fishk along the Wortheast Coast except in cne
or two areas. The area of Musgrave Harbour had a very successful
inshore fishery last year snd the year before, althouph a few mlles
te the south, a few miles to the north, it was almost a complete
failure. iHow would this happen? What is the reason? 50, there
are & lot of questions which have got to be answered scientifically.
What is the best way to go about controlling the Hamilton Banks?
If the Law of the Sea Conference will pass our request and grant
the 200 mile along the Continental Margin, I do not think we will
Lkave any problem with selving the problems of the Hamilton Banks.

So, I do not see whers this motion really is all that
important at this particular cime;haviﬁg done what we did last
week.

HON. J.C. CROSBIF {MINISTER OF FISHERIES): Mr. Spesker, first

I would like to congratulate the honourabls gentleman oo his motion.
It shows, of course,the great interest that the honourable member for

Benavista Scuth has in the fishery and the time and effort he spends
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ir trying to protect the intersets of hils constituents, very many

of whom are inshore fishermen in the historic District of Bonaviﬁta
South which I am sure, Mr. Speaker, he will he represeniing foé

many, many years to come in this honourable House of Assembly.

Therz is ne protection against thé'vicissitudes of election campaigns.
Despite that I think that the haauuraﬁle gentleman will.be back in
this Heuse for many years to come.

Now, 1 do not agree with the honcurable gentleman ﬁpposice,
that this motilen is mot necessary because last week the House passed
a motion putting oﬁr position before the Government of Canada urging
them to continue to argue at the Law of the Sea Canferenée that
the Law of the Sea Conference should agree on a boundary that poes
cut to the end of the Continental Marpin rather than just the 200 mile
zone and so op, As the members know, it was passed last week., These
resolutions deal with two different things.

The question of whether fishing vessels are extensiﬁely
fishing on the grounds known as the llamilton Banks and whether or not
they should be stopped from fishing there during the spawning season
is quite irrelevant to the work of the Law of the Sea Conference. They
wiil not be taking any cognizance of this question. It is not their
duty to consider such questions as thiszs. They are not being asked to
deal with the question of guotas. That is all in the hands of ICRAF,
and ICHAY {ig the International Commission for the Northwest Atlantie
Fishery. It is in the hands of ICHAF to decide vhether or not this
request should be met.

How, the resglutiecn itself, I think, would need an amendment
to be critically corvect, that the legislature urge onot the federal
government to make a strong case, but at the upcomlnp ICNAF meeting of
June, 1%75 vhat a ban be placed, In others werds, the words "Law
of the Sga Conference” should ba deleted and I think the words,
“peoming Jung, 1975 meeting of ICHAF" should be substituted because
it iz ICHAF that will be dealing with this guestion and not the Law

of the Sea Conference. They would not knoow what you are talking about
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in the Law of the Sea Conferesce if you mentioned spavoing. They
are not going to deal with the question. It iz not on their sgenda
at all.

How, the Law of the Sea Conference would only affect ig,
if Canada did receive the 200 mile limit or jurisdietion ocut to the
Contineutai HMargin and that arvea would take in the Hsmi{lton Banks.
Then Canada igself could dacide,persumably)whether or not you will
he allowed to fish theré dnging the spgwning season. I would not
sllow the henourable gentleman from ﬂe;l Island near it during the
spawning season or otherwise becsuse of the great danger there would
be of pollution, but that is another guestion, Mr. Speaker.

How, what is the position of the Government of Newfoundland
on the resolution? I must say there are a lot of fishing resolutions
on the Order Paper this year, Mr. Speaker. There is ap amszing interest
in this henourable House this year on the fishery whick, I suppose,
one should not be awazed at, but certainly far more than there has
ever been Iin previous years. Of course, we all know the reasons why,
because we are now going through a crisis,

Well, what position has the Government of Newfoundland taken
on the question that the honourable member for Bonavista South beings
forward? Well, as is reported in the report of the Department of
Fisheries and as was reported at the time, last year the honocurable then
Minister of Fisheries, the honourable Harold Colling, eur member for
Gander, did write the Minister of Fisheries of Canada ,who was then the
fronourable Jack Davis;whc is.no longer the Minister of Figheries, but
whe was 8 very capable Minister of Fisheries of Cansda. He wrote him

about
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closure of the Hamilton Inlet Bank. I do not know 1if the letter
was ever tabled in the House, But that letter summarizes vhat
the position of the Government of Hewfoundland is on this questionm,
and the reagons for it, The letter is dated February 13, 1974,
This letter asked the Canadian Government to see that at the ICNAF
Conference in June af 1974, to see whether they could get closure
of the Hamilton Inlet Bank durinp the cod spawning period. And
they were not successful last vear.
The Hom. Minister of Fisheries of Newfoundland's letter says,
""ag vou are well aware the Govermment of Newfoundland are very concerned
about intensive forelgn fishing fleet activity in the Northwest Atlantic
waters. Sharp declines in catches from this area, and the carrent,
un-healtky economis state of the province’s inshare fishery.“ How
this was a vear ago, Mr. Speaker. Otr concern about the inshore
fishery is not a3 concern that just developed yesterday, or Monday
when we brought in the Resclution on the Select Conmittes on the
Inshore Fishery. Our concern did net arise last week. Our concern
did not just arise last month, or five months ago, or six months
ago. RBut our concern has been evident since 1972, In this particular
instance this was evident in February of 1973 when Mr. Davis waz written,
"There 1s every indication to believe that offshore fishing
effort has been a significant factor affectiog availibility of a cod
regource, in partic@lar, in inshore wvaters. And performance of this
spctor continues to reflect problems related to resource availability,
and rassurce zzc:cessihility.gr
I have here a study which hasg not been pade public yetﬁ but
I gpuess the figures have been made public. Inshore catches of cod
in Lahrador, in Division 3 (k}, which is on the Hortlieast Coast and
Labrador, and Ddvision 3 (1) East Coast declined by sixty to seventy
per cent between 1969 and 14974, So that the inshore catches of
cod in Labrader, and slong the Northeast Coast of Newfoundland have
declined sixty to seventy per cent im the last five vears. The catches
along the South Coast fluetuated during that peried but were Jow in

14574 - for several reasons. Catches on the West Coast declined by
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fifry-four per cent hetween 1969 and 1974, although they were
lowest in 1%72. So there iz net any éuestica, Mr. Speaker, about
the inghore catches of cod having declined tremendously in chis
province, and the figures I just gave yeu illustrate -that.

Total ground fish catches declined from 169,000 tong in
1559 vo 77,000 tons im 1974. But most of the decline occured in
Labrador Diwisions 3 (k), and 3(1). That again is Labrador and
the Northeast Coast. .

Some of the decline of 1273 and 1974, in total ground fish
ag well as the individual gpecies can be attributed to the very
severe ice conditions in these years preventing inshore fishermen
along the East Coast from commencing fishing as eafly as before.

Some of the problem last year was due to ice. But that is mot the
reason for the problem.

How there is one other - in addition to the decline in the
catch, Mr. SpeakerE well then vou have to ask, what is causing the
decline in the catch despite the vastly increased fishing effort?
What is cauging 1t? Well we all know in Newfoundland what 1is causing
it. And the studies, of vourse, support the fact. This study that
I am looking at now bur cannot name because az yet it has not been
made public says this, "Practically all the inshore stocks that supply
theae plants” they are talking about inshore plants “are subject ro
offghore fishing pressures hy Canadian and foreign vessels, Over
a time this has tended to reduce the seasondl miprations of these
fish intov inshore waters, and has resulted in a more severe decline
in raw material supplies than has been experienced by offshore plants.
This contributes to all the other weaknesses in connection with the
inshore plants.”

%0, Mr. Speaker, the wltele and the major cause of the present
nroblems fn the Newfoundland fishing industry are first due to the
decline In the resource, and in the catech. That ig true of the offshore
fighing industry as well as the inshpre. Buf i; conmectdon with
the inshore fishing industry it is egually clear that the inshore

fishery itself) the inghore fishing effort has not caused z decline
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in the resource. It is the offshore effort that has caused that
deeline. Tt iz equally sure that the difficuirdies in the inshore
fishery are because of offshore fishing pressures by Canadian and
foreign vessels. This has reduced the seascnal migration of these
fish intp inshore waters,

8¢ all of these points are ¢ryastal-clear, and apgreed by the
authorities, or anvone who knows anything about the situation.

Now to go on with the lerter that .the Member for Gander wrote
a year apc last month. ''0f growing concern te my government is the
extent to which foreign fishing activity on the Hamilton Inlet Bank
is contributing to an alatming reductions in Iinshore landings by
fishermen along the Northeast Coast of Wewfsundland, and the Coaét of
Labrador, Since the codfilshery constitutes the economlie backbone of
thege areas 1t 1s proposed that strong steps be taken to reduce
foreipn fishing pressure which Is directed toward the Hamilton Inlet
Bank cod stock.

"the indigenous cod stock of ICWAF Divisions 2(j} , 3(k), and
3(1) 18 referred to as rthe Labrador East Newfoundland stock. And
stientific evidence indicates that large numbers of cod concentrate
on the Hamilton Inlet Bank, the major spawming ground of this stock
during the February to Anril spawning period. It is during this
period that the resource 1s exposed to very intenge foreign fishing
effort. It iz the foredgn fishing effort - Canada has taken practically
nothing there - With greater than eighty per cent of the total annual
catch of approximately 300,000 to 600,000 metric tons being taken
during this pericd of heavy resources concentration.”

S0 the flpures show, Mr. Speaker, that eipghty per cent of
all the fish taken on the Hamilton Inlet Bank is taken between
February and March when the fish have congrepated for purposes of
spawning. That is when they get this fish, eightv per cent of what
they catch. And the catch is not being taken by Canadian vessels.

(Talking about fish, could T bave a glass of water please. Thank you.}
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The letier went on to say, "The major characteristic of
this stoeck,and of direct significance to the Newfoundland inshore
fishery is the shorewrard feeding migration in the early Summar,
and an offshore movement in late Sumﬁer, and Fall.”

"Tagpging has shown - that is the Templeman Study - thaﬁ the
Hamilton Inlet Bank cod stock after spenéing the winter in deep water
ofrshore rise near the surface and meve shoreward in late June, and
early July, and form the basis for the hiphly seasonal fishery of
Coastal Labrador, and Wortheastern Newfoundland." WNow this ig where
the Hewfoundland and Labrador Fishery 6riginatea fromf from this
stock. They get fed up staying offshore, and they rise to the
surface and come in feeding.

"Foereign fleet activity therefere affects the inshore fisheries
by reducing both guantities and sizes of cod available." It i3 not
just the great quantity they are taking, Mr. Speaker, bhut it is the
fact that the larger cod iz getting scarcer and scarcer. I believe the
ironourable gertleman for Burgeo—ba?oi%eiwho is net here this afternoon
and who spoke most eloguently yesterday}refarred to the size of the
fish they used to get. How many filsh can make up, I think ir was
a quintal, in the days when he was pursuing the fishing fndustryl "It
reduces both the quantities and the size of the cod available.”

I bhelieve the closure of the Hamilten Inlet Bank to all
fishing operations during the identified spawvming periocd will kelp
reverse downward trends of inshore cod landings. Thet is the position
the honourable gentieman for Bosnavista South puts forward, and which we

agree with. That if -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible,
MR, CROSAIE: Ho, not that T know of.

AN HON. MEMBER: Inavdibie.
MR, CROSBHIE: No reply.
But if we are going to reverse the downward trend in inshore
cod landings along the Coast of Labrador, and Northeast Newfoundland
then you have to gtop fishing during the spawning season on the Hamilton

Inlet Bank., And if we are going to have an inshore fishery, and as far
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as the povernment &re concerned wé seé no alternative of the fact
that we wust have an inshore fishery, particularly along the Nurtheast_
Ceast, and Coastal Lahradox; thi% ﬁi;l need to ﬁg #one. .
The letter goes on to say "Although the dtock has heen
exposed to fishing operations for many years the Hamilcpn Inlet
Bank Fishery has intansified gince 1959 when European trawlers
commenced & Winter-Spring offsheore fishery in the area." ¥Wow the
the foraign trawlers, Mr. Speaﬁer, were not fishing the Hamilton

Inlet Bank until 195%, That ig when it started.
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How what action the Govermment of Wewfoundland toolk
in 1959 to 1972 1 am.unaware of., As far as I knew they took no
aciion. . . |
MR, NEARY:' You weré in one of these govermments.
MR. CROSBIE: It was another exampie, Mr. Spéaker, of that legendary
regime's Jack of concera for the.fisﬁéry. How 1 kauw.wa are not
supposed to discuss fhe virtuaé or tﬁé viges of the Smallwood‘
Administration or wﬁat I now prefer to céll the Neary~Robe¥:s
Adminiatration‘ We are no£ suppoged to discusg their virrtues or
their fatlings. Well I do not see how i.can debate the fishery and
not point out to the House, Mr, Speaker, that frﬁm 1959 to 1972
these things occurred. The Newfoundland and Labrader catch went down
tremendously. The foreign trawlers and‘draggers went ontoe the
Hamilteon Inlet Bank and they prabbed the fish when they were spawning
and they grabbed them when they were not spawning. They fished during
the spawning season. They tosk hundreds of thousands of tonms of
fish without,as far as I know, a squeak or a peep or a mutter or
a mumur or a sound from the Govermment of Newfoundland and Labrader,
not @ word, not & sound., DBecause that government was not interested,
Mr.ASpeaker. in the fishery as is evident by thelr whole twenty-three
year regime.
MR, NEARY: Where were you -
MR. CROSBIE: And the hundreds of millions they poured intoe oil
refineries and glove factovies and chocky factordes and boot and shoe
factories.
MR, NEARY: Where were you at?
MR, CROSBIE: I, Sir, I was here in Newfoundland part of the time and
out of Hewfoundland part of the time.
MR, HEARY: Inaudible.
MR, SPFAKER: Order, please! Order, please!l

MR. CROSBIE: Baut the honourable gentleman for Bell Island who now i
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go concerned about the fishery, and we see his mournful face
gxpeunding on the fishery day after day,was in that government

from 196% to 1972 and did not care a hoot about the fishery nor

does he now care a hoot about the fishery,

MR, NEARY: Inaudible.

MR. MORGAN: Come on boy, keep quiet,

MR. CROSBIE: Now, stop interrupting my learned discourse.

ME. NEARY: Inaudible.

MR. CROSBIE: Mr., Speaker, you know when they are speaking, when
honourable gentlemen opposite are speaking and they are interrupted,
they have a pitious little plea, they say to you, "Mr. Speaker,

we are entitled to be heard in silence.™ 1 make my pitilous

lirtle plea; Mr. Speaker, T am entitled to gpeak in silence. .

MR. NEARY: That is right.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear! Hear!

MR. CROSBIE: Now where was 1?7 Oh ves, 1 wasg pointing out that

from 1939 to 1972 not a word, not a word was said by the Government
of Newfoundland to the Govermment of Ottawa about this situation,
Well, 1 do not want the press to note that. 1 do not want o be
quoted saving ~ that is bhad form these days, it is bad technique, it
is bad morally, it is bad politically, it is jejuner it is intollerable,
it is absoclutely nauseating to have anybody in Newfoundiand say a
bad word against that old administration of 197Z. But, however,

I am going agailnst the trend, I am swimming against the tide. I did
not like it inm 1972, 1T do not like it now. And I still think it had a
lot of faultg ard this was one cf them,

Kow to go on then, Mr, Speaker,‘ﬁanadian effcrc,largely
Hewfoundland, which has always been concentrated over inshore Labrador
grounds, declined cover the 1938-58 pevricd, mainly because of depressed
market vonditions for salt cod and has remained relarively stable
gince then. However boyant market conditions, salt cod price increases
and technological developments within the catching sector are

contributing to increased Newfoundland inrerssts in the Labrador inshore
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fishery in particular."

So frem 1938 to 1958 the inshore catch in Hewfoundland
was declining, partly because of the market for salt fish and the
price of salt fish and so on.  But then it started to come hack
again,

"Indicative of the Hamilton Inlet Bank coptriburion
to overall TCNAF landings is the fact that intense foreign fishing
activity has fesulted in cod landings from Labrador waters, and
that is the ICHAF zone now, increasing from four per cent of total
ICNAF landings over the 1935-1958 pericd, to fifteen per cent in
1859-1961 and eighteen per cent over 1951—1964."

In other words, if you take all of the ICHAF areas
in 1955-1958, four per cent of the total ICNAF lsndings came from
the Labrador, northeast coast secticn, 3 (}) and 3 (k).

But then by 1959-1961 it is up to fifteen per cent of
all the fish taken in the ICNAF area and from 1961-1964 it is
up to eighteen per cent, In cuntrast,Newfcundland inshore landings
in the same area declined from one hundred per cent of the teotal
catch in 1950, we used to take one hundred per cent, becsuse it was
only an inshore fishery. 1t was one hundred per cent in 18506,
cthirty-two pér cent of the catch 1958-1958, and only nine per cent
of the catch in 1961-1964.

The letter goes on, Mr, Speaker,dlargely becauge of high
fishing vosts related to such factors as adverse weather and ice
conditions, some honaurable gentlemen opposite mentioned that there
are not any Canadian trawlers fishing there, that is true. Why not?
Because it is very, very expensive, Mr, Speaker. Tt is a high cost
area for us to fish in.uLargely because of high fishing costs related
‘to such factors as adverse weather anddce conditeons, Canadian offshore
fishing effort in northern waters will not increase by any significant
degree in the near furere.

éonsequentiy Canada's share of a lot of quotas will continue

to be taken by the inshore and middle distance catching sectors which are
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dependent on the shoreward movement of the Hamilton Inlet Bank
cod stock.,

Now there is not a Newfoundland trawler that fishes
on the Hamilten Banks during this period, I believe that Wational
Sea today have, T am not sure whether it is one or twe trawlers which
are currently fishing there, especiaily built for that purpose
and which have just come back I think with pretty good catches -
but there is not a Newfoundland trawler — and they would bhe the
first Canadian trawlers.

One reason, Mr. Speaker, is the distance away, the
Ionger time you would be away from port. The danger of ice, you
have te have ice strengthened vessela and other higher costs that
make the area unattractive to Canadian trawler and fish companies.

The cost do not bother the forsipn fishing fleets because
they are fishing not to re-export to some other country but mostly
for their own consumption and because no matter what the highgr
costs are, they are cheaper than the cost of meat or other competing
protein in those countries.

Well,my predecessor's letrer went on, "Fotal reduction
of offshore fishing effort during the spawning period would result in
larger numbers of cod moving shoreward during the summer months. At
other times of the year the stock is widely dispersed and 15 not as
susceptible to concentrated fishing activity. As a result of closure
for example, the inshore fishery of Newfoundland and Labrador would
not be characterized by fluctuations and landings to the same degree as
15 now the case.”

The Province of Hewfoundland's position advocaring closure
of the Hamilton Inlet Bank during the cod spawning season is based
omynow T would like to make this point, is based on social rather
than biological factors. The minister said, "I realize that
blologically there is ne sound justification for closure of the bay

since the overall stock per se may not have been exposed to over
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fishing."

In other words, Mr. Speaker, the biclogists say that
this stock of fish is not being over fished, The scientists and
the biclegists are not worried. They are setting higher total
sustainable yield or allowable catches from this area than arte
now being caught.

They say that the present fishing effort is not endangering
this species of fish. So thar there is no biclogical reason, no
biclogical reason. The Member for Bonavista North I gee is looking
with great interest and I know he has a keen interest in biology.
There is no biclopiecal reason for this closurc. So we say it is
based on social rather than biclegical factors.

The minister said, "I realize that biolegically there is
no sound justification for closure of the Bank since the overall
stock per se may not have been exposed to over fishing, Soeial
facters, however, give rige to a strong case for the position
set ferth. The socic-economic fabric of coastal Lebrador and Northeastern
Hewfoundland is dependent on the shoreward movement of cod and the
current unhealthy economie picture of the inshore fishery can be
largely attributed to the effects of foreign fishing on cod migration
patterns.”

So we say that there are social reasons why the fighery
should be closed in the Hamilton Bankg during the.apﬂwning sesson,
those reasons being that we have an inshore pepulation from cosstal
Newfoundland and Labrador which for 400 years fighed these stocks
of fish and which as a result of this effort of the last fourteen
or fifteen yeaws, are now getting smaller and smalier and smaller
size fish as a resulzjand that ICNAT should therefore see that thoese
insh;;e fishermen are protected and their social requirements met.

In other words, if we cannet have any kind of an inshore
fighery on the Northeast Coast or coastal Labrador, there will be

no economic basis to sustain a society there at all,
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and anyone whe wants to Live there will have ro live there on relief
or go away to work and come back and receive unemployment insurance
during the winter. There i3 only one real slternative, only one real
economic effort, that they can participate in while they live in the
very attractive environment fin which they now reside, in their

own homes for the most part,and the rest of it.

How, I am not saying that Labrador South has got tremendous
highways or roads or water and sewer systems and all these modern
amenities, but it has a lot of other facters which offget that as
doeg the Wortheast Coast of Newfoundland and these things will
gventually he overcome. But, in any event, most people who live
there can own thelr own home and they live in a healthy environment
and they do get basic services of one kind or ancther and the alternatives
to their present sccupation, there are no slternatives to their pregent
occupation for most of them. 8o, for sceial reasons, if not blologlcal,
fishing on the Hamilton Inlet Banks should be closed dufiag the spawning
season.

Then the letter went on to say, '"The latest statistics show
that spproximately sixty per cent of all inshore Newfoundland fishermen
reside along the Northeast Coast of Newfoundland and Labrador." Se
sixty per cent of all our inshore fishermen are on that Coast. "In
view of the fact the fishermen tend to be the least mobile and
furchermore, because of extremely limited economic opportunities
within the repion, we urge that your government carefully examine
all aspects of the Hamilton Inlet Bank Fishery. It 1s our contention
that Ottaws should have z strong position pilaced on the agenda of the
upcoming June, 1874, ICNAY meeting advocating clesure of the Hamilton
Inlet Banks during the itdentified cod spawvming pericd on these grounds
as 2 necessary first step to Insure protection of an important sector
of the Hewfoundland fishing industry.”

Well, that was last year. We had to repeat the same request
this year. TIf thls honoursble House passes the honourable gentleman's

resclutdon, and the honourable the Spesker or the Clerk of the House cannot
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prepare it in proper form, we can send it to Mr. MacEachen or we can
send it to Mr. LeBSlanc, we can send it to the delegation that goes

to ICKAF and whatever weight that will have,and I hope 1t would have
some weight, to help stremgthen the position they took last year which
wag not accepted then.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, CROSRIE: It would be, sixty per cent would be $10,000 to $12,000,
I guess., T mean a lot of those now are part time.

Well, the letter went on Mr. Speaker, to say, "The logical second
atep for both governments would be to place a very high priority on the

redevelopment of the overall capabilities of the inshore near offshore

4
sactor to such a degree as to Insure that not ecnly the cod but also

other reseurces ere harvested,and the fish;in an economic manner. Surely,
there must be wealth of technical expertise available either in Canada

or elsewhere to insure that this objective can be achieved in a relatively
short period of time. We look forward to any further discusalon which
might take place in this matter."

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not believe that there was any reply to that
nor do I think there was any discussion., But tﬁat is the position that
the Province has takén which certainly corresponds with the position that
the honourable gentleman from Bonavista South 1s putting forward. Now,
theré was én ICRAYF meeting in June, 1974 and as the hoaourable gentleman
for Bonaviata South has mentioned, the Canedian celegation did put forward,
did put forward- first they put forward = position that*the total allowable
cateh should be reduced, the TAC as they c£all it, from 350,000 metric tons
to 470,600)below the maximun sustainable yield, and an argument developed
on that. They éid refer te the difficulc situation of our inshore fisher-
men and as the honourable gentleman from Bonavista Scuth said, the
Portuguese delegate argued against it and a Spanish delegate and they said
that & lot of the problems of our inshore fishermen is due to inefficient
fighing which could be best improved by changing the technolegy of fishing,
Other delepates wers sympathetdc with sur arpguments and so the discussion

proceeded. Then the Canasdian delegate did suggest that the spawning grounds
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be closed during the months of February, March and April as his second
choice, gyr after a discussianand when the experts gave their advice,
they concluded that closing the Hemiiton Inlet Bank during the spawning
season would probably result in diversion of fishing effort to divisions
3K and 3L, whatever this means. Since this could have an adverse effect,
I think what they meant was that they would jusr move down and fish more
in two other areas that would also effect the inshore fishery of Newfound-
lend so that there would not be any net gain, And eventually a total
aliowable catch of 550,000 metric tonsg was established for that area.

So, the position was put forward last year,but must be put forward
again this year. Yow, Mr. Speaker, I do not claim to be any expert on
this area -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: ©  Hear! lfear! Those are the truest words you have said -

MR, CROSBIE:  Yes, right, but luckily, of course, in our system of govern~
ment, az Cabinet minister does not have to be an expert., If a Cabilnet
minister had to be an expert, yvou wounld have to have a highways engineer
for & Minigter of Highways, you would have to have -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR. CROSBIE: That i3 what I say. Ministers are not supposed te be
experts., We have our esxperts to advise us., T am not an expert in the
fishery sithough in my younger days I did participate in the fishery, the
herring fishsry, the whaling fishery. .
MR. HEARY:  You know all about it.

M, CROSBIE: I fished in Williams Port and I fighed in the Bay of Islands,
Bay 5t. Paul, -

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please!l

AN HONOUBABLE MEMBER: Keep quiet cver there, boy, be serious.

MR, CROSBIE: So, I have some experience, I have =

AN HOROURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, CROSRIE: That 1s right. I have some experience in the fighery
years age, but I do not clalm to be any expert. We have our experts to
advise us.

Now, we know that in this gitvation the zcientific experts are not,
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vou know, are going to advise sgainst the position wa are suggesting
and we do not suggest that we are putting our position on biological
grounds, We suggest that we are putting it on social grounds

and we can all ses what the results of being at the fishing

activity for the last Fifteen years. T mean, if we are going to make

a conscience decision that there has to be an inshore fishery preserved
in this Province, if the Government of Canada agrees with that position, -
and sometimes you have doubts whether they do or they de not, I do not
mean officially but there are experts and officials - some parts of our
inghore fishery can stand on their own feet economically and some parts
cannot. In the new things that are going to happen In the fishery in
the next few months, there will have to ke a conscience decislon made as
toe what we do with the parts of our inshore fishery that can no longer
survive on an economilc basis alone. If we decide, as T would think in
mogt cages we will, that certain plants and certain fisgheries have to
be continued even though they can never bresk even and even though there
will always have to be a public fnput or subgidy to keep them operating,
that they have te operate for social reasons to provide employment in
those locations to give people a chance to make the kind of living that
can be made there and not just to give no alternative but social
assistance, if that iz gelng to be the case, then Canada should support
our view that to help protect the inshore fishery in thege areas the
Bamilton Banks should be closed.

Now, if Canada gets contreoi, is successful at the Law of the Sea
Conference or the Conference that follows that - and T was resding, Mr.
Speaker, just lunech time, the speech made by Mr. MacEachern, the Minister
of External Affairsm, about threes weeks ago, about the Law of the Sea
Conference, and nothing I have seen st far indicates to me that we can
expeet that the Conference to be held from March 17 to May 10 is godng
to conclude this matter. HMr. MacEachern’s speech indicated that he did
not think that this dis all going te be settied at Geneve by May 10 but
that will probably have to be a conference to follew that if there is

agreement.
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However, 1f there is agreement and Canada gets the limit to the
Continental Margin or twe hundred milealnr 1f Canada declares ir uni-
laterally as Canada must do, as Canada will have to do if we are not
successful in having international agreement at the Law of the Sea
Conference, then Canada itself can decide whether the Hamilton Inlet
Bank should be closed to draggers and trawlers during February, Maicﬁ
and April of the year,

Now, a5 I mentioned, T am not an expert myself, but T am sure
most homourable gentlemen of this House know Captain Max Burry,

Glovertowm, a distinguilshed
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citizen of that area and a man who has fished on the Labrador for

many, many years, He used to be a good Liberal, but now he is

a good Tory,I would say. He is a good Tory like most Liberals are now.
YR. NEARY: Bo not fool yourgelf.

MR. CROSBIE: I any event -

MR, HEARY: (Inaudibie}.

MR, CROSBIE: T do not care whether he is or not,

MR, HEARY: (Inaudible)}.

MR. CROSBIE: I could not care lesgs whether Captaia Burry was a Tory,

a Liberal, K.D.P., New Labrador, I do not care. He is fust a delightful
gentleman who has made a 36&&&59 of his Life here in Newfoundland, who
has gone and fished on the Labrader many, many vears. He plays a great
part in community life here in Newfoundland, and is a man who knows a lot
about the fishery. He is one of those who say that unless the Hamiltan
Inlet Bank is closed to foreipn trawlers and our own trawlers during

the spawning season, there will never be again a successful Labrador
fishery. So I mean the views of men like that, who have had a lot of
practical exparience, cannot and should not be ignored. It iz the least
of my concern, Mr. Speaker, you know,this foelishness about somebody is
a Liberal or he is a Tory. Honourable gentiemen opposite, when they get
on the radio, T hear them on the radie and on the television, and the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition is Iike he is holding his nose and he

says, the Tory Covernment did this or the Tory Govermment did not do that,
thinking that this has got some affect on the electorate, that the
alectorate care If your are a Tory or whether they call you P.C. or what,
We call this crowd Liberals., We do not care whether the public likes the
word Liberal. We do not go around trying to make some word, Leoriesor
bories gy dumb-dos or any number of names we could call them, But, the
Tories do this,and the Tories government did that, and everybedy watching
the set is supposed to shiver and shake and think to themselves, Tory

times are hard times. This is supposed to be the theory. What childighneses.
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We do not care on thia side of the House whether aomebody is a Liberal

or he is a Tery or he is N DLP. or what elae. He is a gocd Rewfoundiander
and he makes his ccntribunion and what difference what he is. But

the honourable gentiaman 8 childish ané pernicicus ehinking is illustrated
by his interjecting on  what pclitics Captain Mawx Burry has. Now

how did I get off om that? . . .

Stock characteri#tics, I guess it was the chéracieristics
of the stock oppoeite that just got to me, Now; Mr. Speakgr, what
else can we say on this subject? Yield curves indicate that the
maximum sustainable yleld of the Labrador-East Hewfoundland stock is
estimated o approxiﬁa:a 600,000 metric tons. %o, that is what you
could take a year out there according to the scientists.

It is anticipated that the ¥.5.5.R. and Easte#n European
natione are going to intensify their fishing effort, Mr. Speaker, on the
Hamilton Inlet Bank cod stock, which is anather feaaun why action should
be taken now to prevent that possibility, They are planning to devots
more and more effort to fishing that stock.

In recent years, particularly 1973 and 1974 because of
ice, the catch in that whole ICHAF zone has not exceeded the estimateé
maximum sustainable yield., The catch of all nations in 1972 - it sounds
like a lot of fish to me, Mr. Speaker - the catch in that area, the
Hamilton Banks was 420,000 tons. Right? Does that agree with your figures?
AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible).

MR. CROSBIE: 420,000 rons in 1972 or 200,000 tons less than they would
have been permitted to take by ICNAF, Landings were approximately the
same in 1973. They were expected to rise in 1974, but I think the ice

pressure prevented that,
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By the way, Mr. Spesker, this is a chart which
shows vyou the ﬁcnthly cateh in the pafticular area that includes
the Hamilton Inlet Bank. In January the catch just poes - this
is the cateh for 1970; but iﬁ.illgstrétes ﬁhac happens every year.
The e¢atch iﬁ J#nuary is fairly réasanable. The cateh in February is
gigantic. The spawning 2eason stares anﬁ they ccncen::ate. The
catch in Karch is quite considerabla. 13 April ir is quita cansiderable

and the rest of the year ;here is ver) little catch.

AN HONOUBABLE MEMBER: How much time does the minister have lefe?

MR, CROSBIE: Oh, I have unlimited time.

AN HOHOURABLE MEHEE&: No, Mr. Speaker, he.daes not have uﬁlimite&
time. o . . . .
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speakér. thé héneufahié minlster hasg iértwaive
minutes. . |
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

The Chalr is well aware of :hé leagth of time which the
honicurable minisfef has to speak, and 1 inform him that he has five
minutes lefr. .

VMR, CROSBIE: Ie the honourable gentleman net interested fn listening.

AN HOWOURABLE MEMBER: Unanimous consent. You can continue,
MR, CROSBIE: Oh, unanimous consent, and I can continue, Well, I
only have five minutes left.

S0, Mr. Speaker, there is 2 whole lot more can be said on
this issue, but we have a plethora, a veritable platoon of speakers
on this side whe want to addresa themsélves to this resolution and
to support it and to give it their support. Every member of this
House should éupycrt it for he that doth not suppert it must be taken
as being agéinst it. i ém éure the honourable gentlemsn frem
Twillingate and the haaourablé gentleman for Bonavista North and
the honourable gentleman for Labrador South certainly want to be
on the reecord as supporting this maveﬁwhich is & move to help
protect the concerns of the inshore fishermen. 5So, I am sure
that ail will put themselves on the record in connegtien with this

subject.
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AN HONQURAZLE MEMBER: Question.

JMR. CROSBIE: Never mind the question. There are other resclutions
en the Order Paper but we have got all winter to debate them. We
have pot - what is thia? March? - we have got April, HMay, June,
July. We are willing to go all year., When the House of Assembly
is closed, Mr. Speaker, by the way, you hear henourable gentlemen
opposite on the radio snd they are sereeching and howling, the
House should be open.

MR, SPEAKER (STAGG): Order, please!

The minister must address himself to the resolution.
HR. CROSBIE: We have a very strict Speaker. A1l right, Mr. Speaker.
I will forget the honourable gentlemen opposite and scme of the queer
little thinpgs they do and come back then to the inshore fishery.

I think it is another - whether the scientists are right
or not and whether there can be more fish taken in this area offshore,
one fact remains, this; that the Canadian Fishing Industry is not
anxious to spend tens of millions of dollars in developing trawlers
that will fish out on the llamilton Banks during those months of the
year. It is very expensive., If Canada ever comes to control the
area as it pmust, then cbviously the Canadian vessels ghould fish
in the areas that are most economic for Canada and let the foreigners
fish in the uyneconomic areas. Why should we go out in the ice laden
aress and fish there if we centrol it? We can say to the Russians
and the rest that they fish there while we fish in the areas where
you can get greater catches at less cost. 1 mean‘if Canada controls
the resouree surely that is the kind of thing you weuld do, or that
we should do.

Now, we must remember this, Mr. Speaker, that if Canada does
not by the end of 1875 have full control over what happens in the
200 mile avea limit or out to the Continental Margin, we are demanding
that Canada take unilateral action. So, by the end of 1975 there will
not be any excuse that ICHAF did not agree to closing the Hamiltron
Banks during the spawning period. Canada itself wmust be responsible

by the end of 1975 for this whole situaticn. The Government of Canada,
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which has a congtitutional authority will itself have to say whether
or not it will close the Hamilton Banks during the spawning season.

I intend myself, Mr. Speaker, to go to the ICNAY meeting which 1 think
is going to be held in Edinburgh this vear in June. The Newfeuddléué
Government should be represented there. 1 do think we have been
represented by the minister in recent years. One of our officials
usually gees, the Assistant Deputy Minister, but this year I certainly
intend to go myself to see what it £s all about and to lend my voicei
if 1 can, te try to see that our position -

Al HONCURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible,

_MR. CROS8IE: Edinkburgh. I would soomer that it was somewhere more
exotic. Hewfoundland must be rapresented. 1t may be that the
author of the resolution here today, perhaps we can arrange for
him to attend that meeting toc. I will certainly ask the people
whe organize it. There is no reason why one of ocur members should
not come. The member who is interested enough to introduce this
resolution, to wmy mind should obviously be the wman who can come
and have a leok at how ICNAF perform.

SOME HONOURABLY MEMBERS: Inaudible.

MR, CROSBIE: Not a one way ticket. So, Mr. Speaker -~

MR, SPEARER (STAGG): The minister has thirty ssconds lefe.

MR, CROSBIE: In ending these few words then, Mr. Speaker, I certainly
support the resolution. My predecesser, the Minieter of Fisheries,
certainly believes in it. This government has taken action. I think
it will help us if the House of Assembly unanimously approves the
resclution with the slight amendment that 1 have suggested. That
being the case, then 1if the member for Bonavists South and I do go

to Edinburgh, we can see that our resclution, this House, inspires

the proper measure of awe, respect and fear amonpg the fishing countries
of the world trhat it should because 1if they do not give {t proper
respect, at least we can strongly express our views to them in the

moments that they are not in official session.
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_MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, it is not usuval for me to get up to
speak in this House two days in a row, but I feel that with oy
experience of what has happened in the past to our fishery through
lack of conservation, I should add a few words in support of my colleague
from Bonavista South who has introduced this resolution
presently before the House.

How, 1 can go back t0 what I learned from my Granddaddy
who was cne of the great fishermen of Fortune Bay before I was born.
Forrune Bay was full of herring. You could almost walk across the bay
on them. The Ameriecan residents uged to cowe down from Gloucester
at that time every winter by the hundreds. They used to freeze herring.
You know what winters are like in Newfeundland, Probably you had
almast a full load of herring frozen. The next thing you get two
or three mild days. They were all dumped overboard. Every vessel
that came down out of 300 or 400 wvessels probably caught two or
three loads before they finally secured one that was fit tec take
back to the United States,

It happened. FPeople never dreamt it. It was going om
year after year, that same operation. Finally, all of the sudden,
the herring were gone. There was not one left in the bay., They
came back in the course of time. The next vanishment, we will say,
of the herring took place in my day, back in the 1930°s. The
minister's ancestors, I suppose, the Croshie Company, built a
reduction plant in Bay of Islands. Now, up to that time the oanly
way that bar seines wers used wag to catch herrving to bait the
banlking vessels of Fortune Bay and also from Nova Scotia. I
spent twe springs myself seining herring and they were so thick
at that time we had 2 one hundred and fifty fathom seine oe the round,
twenty fathom deep and we could tie on to the same pegs, go out in
our geine skiff and we had our seine ful}l of herring. The same spot
every year. But withim a year or so after the advent of the reductien
plant in Bay of Islands the selnes were kept ocut later in the spring.

Afrer abour two years, we went for about twenty in Fortune Bay —
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you could not get a herring to est. There was not a meal In the Bay.

How, probably - I am not suggesting that they were gone
everywhere. They could not have been. There must have been stocks
gomewhere in our waters. At that time there were no purse seiners
down here. They either came in to the land or else you did not get
them. Furse seiners as they came inte our province from British
Columbia back in the mid sixties - the first reduction plant that
I know of being herring was in Harbour Bretom by B.C. Packers -

Now, these purse seiners were considered to be something new down
here. They were not. My wncles kept some seiners back in Gloucester
back around the 1920°s, probably a bit earlier than that, They

were Tniot new up there.

Now, I am dwelling on one type of £ish here in parcicular
because everyone, as I point ocut, can see the results of overfisghing
in this direction, herring. When the boats came in from British
Columbia, they were putting up herring For reduction only for years,
They got them for aothing!too. They pald our fishermen nothing compared
to what they were paid back in British Columbia. As far as 1 can
gather, they were paying fishermen back in British Columbia upwards
of 5100 per ton and they came down here and got them for §17.

If they only wanted probably fifteen or twenty tons to complete
a load, they hauled the seine full. They dumped them, They polluted
the water and destroyed the herring at the same time. This ig cne

incident
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where nature took care of its own. Our hérring stocks wnuid'have'beeﬁ.
completely annihilated if we had not had four hard winters in'a rcﬁ;

The herriag went up under the ice in éhé bays whéré Ehey were seininé
them previous to that avary other winter whén it was mild\and thésstécks
have heen preserved., Today, 1 would say that our herfing atocké.ara .
pretty near oo a per with what'they were fifty or Ewentﬁ yeafs ago.

Now, I ean go back a long wa} mjself in the £ishe£y. I fished
on 5t. Pierre Bank In the dory schooners and 4if anybody thinks that.waé
an enviable trade, they will never gét the chance to ﬁry iﬁ anymore
because nobody would ever foolisk encugh ta do i, of coufée, anymore,
It was something that you would rather not talk about; But, at that
time on St. Plerte Bank, especially in the Fall, we got what we caiied
the jumbo haddock, the big ones. There were thbuséﬁds of them thefe.
The next thing, the drapggers started and witﬁin a matter of.nwo or :hfee
years there were no more jumbo haddock. Then they started to get into
small ones, ping pong they called theh. I know one skipper, one of our
great skippers from Burgeo, Captaln Jim Greene -~ he got a'aon today whﬁ
is a eredit to us, a skipper of the R.C.M.P. patrol boat there iﬁ the
aren and he fished draggers, skippered them himself, as well, before
he went into the R.C.M.P.- but hig father was one of the most canscientioﬁs
men I ever met and for years they would not take thesg ping pong haddock
in the plants and they were just taking the big ones, you haul up a net
full and you picked out what was big enough. You dumped the rest cver—
board. They were dead, of course, pressed to death in the net and it
drove that skipper, Jim Greene mental. The man went off his head as a
regult of it to smee what he was doing. He knew what it was going to do
to future generationa of Hewfoundlanders.

Today abeut every brand of fish in Newfoundland waters has been
exploited to the same extent, The redfigh -we would not have had any
problems with redfish only they got too greedy. Redfish through another
form of protection by nature at certain times are on the bottom and then

at other times they tise from the bottom under the conventional type of
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dragging nets, the otter trawl we call 1t, When they are off bottom they
¢ould not be caught in a dragger net. I know years agoe when our Burin
draggers were landing at our plant In Isle aux Morts they would go

in the Gulf, usq&lly in three or four days they would come out with a
load. They were not hig éraggets. They carried aboer 150,006, 160,000
pounds but there was the odd ship that would come in probably after a
week's fiahing, 69,000_0: 70,060, What hapﬁened boys, bad weather this
time, I suppose. Bo. Weather was gaod but the fish were aflost.

Now then, aamebaéy came up with thg bright oxr antapic iden, which~
ever you wish to q§11 it, and invented the mid-water trawl which has its
own depth sounder on tﬁe ;rawl and is gauged for whatever depth of water
the fish is in, That sounder picks up the fish, the same as on a figh
finder that you have in 2 pilot house on the conventional dragger,au&
whatever depth the fish were swimming they could cateh them day or might.
It played havoc with our rédfish, not only in depleting_zhe stock but
filling the cold storages both here and on the mainland with products
that were too great for the demand.

That has happened, as I say, to — I could go into detail as far
as flounder gnd other types are concerned. Halibut are not affected so
much by the crdinary types of fighing. They are not affected
at all by the midfwate; trawl because a halibut is a hottom fish, a ground fish.
But, the cod, the 1ife line of our Province,is the one that I am most
goncerned with and the one that we are most concermed with when we are

maleing any talk at all concerning the Hamilton Banks.
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Now vesterday I dwelt mainly oﬁ the fiéhary,.and my.expefienEE in it,

past and present, and I stated there aﬁd theﬁ.that the gill nen.is

the enemy of all of our fishermen.. bf coﬁrse. QQII pointed out

yesterday, 1t cannot be eliminated overnight I tried hard for a

good many yeats to drive that point home buth o federal and pruvincial
fisheries, and I have had some success, matked sucedss, I would B4y,
within the last year or two. We still have to go fatther by other méthods
as I indicated yesterday. |

AN HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible),

_MR, EVANS: They are still béing used, but tﬁay are being used
in a way that @ost people do not rEalize. Gill nets maae of nylon,
except for one type of nylon, a Japanese variety, which does not
last in the water because the crabs eat it, but that is only one type -
AN HON, MEMBER: (Imaudible). -
Mp. EVANG: They will not eat oréinary nylon, but there is one
type of nylon that they will eat. Most of the nylon, they claim that
it will fish for the next fortf years, and they claim that Lt £ills
with fish, sinks on the bottom, carries the floats down, dawn around the
head of the net, and it rises four times a year to its original depth,
the leads keep the fool rope on the bottom, of course. If you téke four times
a year for forty years, and in the caée aof mono film, prebably double
that length of time, there is an awful lot of fish destroyed that we
do not know anything about.
Fow I had an argument with - well I will not mention
his name - but a very prominent member of the Department of Fisheries
last year, concerning these éfame gill nets, and I said,they have to go.
Well, he says, we cannot definiceéy, definitely we cannot cut out
giil nets completely. He said, we have to have them under control as
they do in Iceland. T said, you are talking about a different quintal of
fish when you compare most of our fishermen, not that they are not good
fishermen, but with the tralning that they have, navigational aids and me on

up te now, a good many of them - you got a different quintal of fish altogether.
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In Iceland every skipper is there, and I would say,
without fear of contradiction, that probably ninety per cent of his
crew has enough knowledge of loang-range navigaticﬁ that if he went
300 miles offshore and set nets today, he.éauld gé straiéﬁc for that
buoy and £ind it tommffow. That has not been the case with a lot of
our fishermen in longliners who have béen using glli netn in.the
last few years. They have put hundreda, thousands of nets overboard
and never fand them again, It is & menance to gur people in the
fishery for years and vears to come,
This person I referred to a few minutes gge in the
Department of Fisherles, he sald, that does not affect you upon your
coast. I sald, man you must be crazy. Why, ke mald, your Fish does not
comg that way. I say,. ne 7 I said, 1et.me tell you something, You may
be a big wheel in the Department of Fishefiés but you have z lot to learn.
Our winter fish comes out of the Gulf of S5t, Lawrence, ﬁhrougﬁ the Straies,
down from the Labrader. When the ice comes in the Gulf in early.éinter,
that fish comes on down on the south coast. It is a smaller run of fish, too.
Now back in the days when we really had a fishery, one
that you could depeaa on every yeér, in the mouth of March, some time in
March, you probably went out c¢ne day an& ycﬁ had a skiff load of fish.
You probably went cut the next day, anﬁ you get two dory loads a trawi,
and you came.back, you never saw the heé& of & fish. They went clean, when
rthey went, About tﬁe firét, or sometimes it would be up to the second
week in April, you got.whai we call the spring fish, That fish came up the
coast. That was deiven off the cast coast and the northeast coast by the
ice that came up around the latter part of Mﬁrch or the first part of April.
It was a bigger fun of fish, a different breed of figh alteopether.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible),

MR, EVANS: They came up fromithe east coast, came op the south coast,
0f late years since the gill nets have been used extensively, we do not

aee any spring fish, It has gone, compietely.
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That is g direct result cf the avér-fishing, and the gatching of
the breeding stacké by the giil necs,. Tﬁere iz ne way ;hat anyquy_ _
can say otherwlas heéause cthat ig a fact.

Now as I said earlier, thig.is.thé third time I think T
have referred to this point, nature looks after 1;s_own. Our fish
upon the Scuth Caast‘naw a few years back the foreign trawlers came
in to the rocks at night‘ and to tell you how fish are affected by
dragging over the banks, especially on spavning grounds, as in_the
case of the Hamllton Eankss it f& even worse. But in our experience
on the South Coast a turbot is 2 deep water figh. You will never
carch a turbot only in one hqndrgd ot probably up to two hundrad
fathoms of water, red figh thaz same thing.'ﬁ few years back when
these draggers were in abundance, Sir, we pot turbot and red fish
in abundance wp In thirty fathoms of water. They were driven up

there by the draggers. That was the only way they could survive.

I met with an old friend of mine last night -
AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible.
MR, EVANS: It wes not a her, Sir, and if you could ever be as
much of & man as his little finper you would he a way better tﬂan yan
wil] ever be. That guy has been skippering a dragger for years. T
knew him when he was a mate. ¥He was only a boy. And the skipper of
the boat that he was or then was only a boy in vears. 1 de not mind
telling the name of the guy that he started fishing with’ Captain
Furt ¥Mitchell from Burin,{tand Byron Adams, the guy who was in my
raoom last night, an old friend of mine, is a guy who I respect more
than most people T know because he:is the salt of this earth. And
if you want te pet opinions on the fishery, not haphazard opinions
but opinions that are based on fact, knowledge, learned the hard way,
these are the guys you want to talk to.

He said, sure we will talk 200 mile limits. We will talk to
the Continental Shelf. But he sald, it iz only an exercise in
furility. It Is too late now. That should have been doﬁe years ago.

The area you have to concentrate on today is the area fifty miles offshore,
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What fish ave left iz gone into this avea because they are driven
off the Grand Banks and others placagethe same as the turbot and
the red fish were driven up.in shoal water by the foreign drappers.
And instead of belnp S0 keenly - of no doubt, T amree with still
protecting the Grand ﬁanks = but that fifty mile zoﬁe arcund our
coast should be.barred té every other hoat, frem every other
country except Canadian, then vou may save the stocks that are
here at present.

¥ow as far as I am concerned —
AN HON, MEMBER: Inaﬁdible.
MR, EVANS: Yes, 1f we think it is in ocur interest, and I am
inclined te think so, I would say.that the Hamilton Banks should Ee
given the same consideration.

I pointa:d out here vesterday that our fish do not breed on the
Grand Banks, net the fish that are coming inﬁa the Newfoundland
waters, they breed right in cur own bhays -
AN BON, MEMBER: Inaudible.
MP. SPEAKER (S5TAGG): Order, please!
MR, EVANS: and on the Hamilton Bank as well. And if as this Resolutdon
savsjthere should be some control, T would say let us go the whole
hop and kewsp all foredsn boats out because it comes under the acope
that I have already supgested and emphasized as being one that should
ke puarded by us ac aver# e#portunity, and to the utmost. T am not
forgetting the fact thﬁt the Leader of the Gpﬁosition #aid last Fall,
oh there is plently of £ish, I will never forgét the comments of
the Mayor of Port-Aux~Basques who was also a big fish operator, T.J.
Hardy. He was asked to comment on the statements that were made
by the Member for White Bay NHorth. T heard the tape o¢n radic. And it
was the first time T ever heard a puy express himself as forcibly
as he did., He said, Christ do I have to swear,to make me swear he
said. He sgaid, where are they? wa have the less boats -
AN HON, MEMBER:  Mr. Hardy.
MR, EVANS: ¥Mr, Hardy - and the best fishermen in the world,

and we have)l will take}no contradietion from anvbody on that.
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MR, MURPHY:  The Leader of the Opposition was not available to go
up and ....

MR, EVANS: He said, I wish you were here. But I heard afterwards
that the Leader of the Oppesition apolopized. He was watching "Hear
and ¥ow" on & fisheries show, and he saw what he thought was fish on

the beach and it turned cut afterwards that they were sheep. Buat
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that is mot going te help cur fishery a bit. Bet, I have gone
inte this to the extent that I think rhat everyone should realize
what has been done and what is geing to be nee&ediif we want to
keep a fishery in existence.

And while I am on the gubject, I think the minister raised
a point just now that I would like to discuss. ;E is not exactly; 1
suppose in the strict sense of the word, relevant £o this hill, but in my
mind it i3 closely correlated with it.. Aﬁé that is, what is going
to become of our fishermen, the imshore fishermen? There is
a programme being drawn up. Last year in the federal election
Trudeau came up with the promise, if you wish to call it, of a
guazranteed income for the fishermen. That, in my mind, and im the
mind of every real fisherman, would be the end of our fishery.

Let me put if rto you now so that everybody can understand
it, It could only work ome year unless the sirictest of contrels
were exercisedland they would have te be on a regional basis, not
one policy for the whole of this island and the Labrador.

If you were fishimng today, considering that pelicy, you
would have to look at both sides of the coin, depending on whether
you were the owner and operator of # boat oy whether you were sailing
in a boat operated by that owner.

1f you had a guaranteed income it would only last one
year, as 1 sai% because who could maintain a longliner to operate
two or three months a year, because the rest of the time he would
be by himself. Most of the guys;as scen as they would qualify
they would be ashore, burm your beat or sink her after that.

As far as my avrea is concerned, you have a different
problem from the rest of Newfoundland and some of my fishermen up
there have said fo me, we have got to have something. Yes, in
the form of a subsidy we can agree on, whether it is going to be
another cent or two or whatever it may be on a pound of fish, it is
poing to give us more mileapge, that we can operate without going

inte the red, Bug it is different from the rest of the island.
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The Northéast Corst, the East éoaét, tha Ncrthqes; Coant
people could mot go fishing in the wintertime if they wanted to.
At the preseu; time they are eligible for unemployment insurance,
which as it ;s administered teday is not adequate for fishermén.
The policy itself, by which it is governgd, only allews a figherman
about six or eight week unemployment insurance in spite of the
faet that he might have had paid in more to the Comﬁissinn than
a lot of people who were eligible to work eight weeks and then
draw forty-four weeks & year unemployment,
MR. MURPHY: Tnaudible.
ME. EVANS: Right. As far.as I am concerned,.that_palicy ef unemployment
insurance benefits for fighermen should be changed in the case of
the Northeast Coast to give them a guaranteed gupplement for the
months when they cannot fish. But that would not apply on the
South or the Southwest Coast. You could not stay ashore wincerniﬁe
and draw a guaranteed income and piddle around two ar ;hreﬁ mgnchs.
in the summer when there iIs no fish to come, It would have to be
mandatory that the people on that coast would have to fish in thea
wintervime when there is fish to be caupght, otherwise they are only
just a, well snother form of welfare and our people do not want that.
You have to use different approaches when you are dealing with
different parts of this province when you talk of any kind of support,
ard I am sure and certain that if this programme is brought in to
administer to the needs of [ishermen in each section of our province
in accordance to their limitations and the times when th?y can make
a go of it ~

i

MR. SPEAKER {STAGG): Order, please! The honourable member's points

are quite interesting. They are tending toward the irrelevant
at thig point. If he is going to make a point then direct it at
the motion -

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER (STAGG): I auggest he do so.

MR. EVANS: = Well, Mr. Speaker, I am not disputing your ruling but in my

humble opinion
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I was leading up to a point, that we can have all the support

we like whether it is reglonal or on a haphazard basis as sc meny

of our policies have been from the federal government who was In the
main responsible for any type of action that is going to be taken
in this direction, in a monetary sense at least. Repardless

of whatever programme is im#leménted, we must have controls

brought in to protect au:. B.toc%cs. especially in the areas Qhere
fish breed, and cut down on the gill nets; as L statéé earlier. And
there ﬁuﬂ: be a programme brought in that we are poing to have

to scour the bottom. Tharé aré about 60,000 or 70,000 gill nets

on bottom according to the information fhat I haﬁe reéeived from

the Department of Fisheries, You can ban them and do what you like,
unless we succead in bringing the greater part of thess nets to

the surface and restoring them, all of ouy efforts will have been

in vain. We had better discover oil or something fast. If net,

we are golng to be left with a sadly depleted resource here in this
province,

MR, SPEAKER (STAGG)}: I recognize the member for Port de Grave.

MR. NEARY: Inaudible.

MR. SPEAKER (STAGG):- Order, please!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I submit that I was on my feet first.
Your Honour had his eyes glued to that side of the House.

MR. SPEARER (STAGG): Order, please!

Maybe the member for Port de Grave would yield to the member
for Bell Island.
MR, NEARY: HNo, Sir. The honourable member has been recognized by
the Chair. #He can have the floor, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER {STAGG) @ The mamber for Por: de Grave.

MR. WILSON: I have no intention of vielding the floor to the
honourable member for Bell Island. I have sat in this honoursble
House and taken encugh from the member from Bell Island Be T would

not yield the floor to him.
ME. NEARY: What about Jack Dawson and Jim Boberes over there. They

have tasken enpugh off the honourable member tooc.
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MR. SPEAKER (STAGGY: Order, please!

MR, WILSON: Actiaﬁ and eategory is a different thing altogether;
It is not pérnaining.to.the fisheries whagsoevef. |
_MR. NEARY: No, it is pertaining to the membér's dis:rict.and the

fisheries is big over there. . . |
MR. WILSON: That is appealing to politieal viewé, and as fér as
1 am concerned, my political views.are well koown. .

Mr. Speaker, I would lige to stand and speak te this resclution
so ably put forward by the member for Bonavista South for these
reagons. I think the time has come, Mr. Speaker, when something.shauld
be taken and Jooked inte by the Department of Fisheries. For too
leng that we have sat fdly by and seen thé maln resource of our
province go down the drain. While I say this, Mr. Speaker, there
are a lot of thinpgs entangled with the fishery that one could come
up with, all kipnds of excuses and wh#c net.

1 think what has been brought forth through this resolution
mainly is to look for somethinpg that is duly belonging to the Province
of Newfoundland. By trylng to protect it we will be here standing
in owr position to try to protect the resource of cur province. Why
would one not be proud to stand in this honourable House and speak
in support of this resolution?

My district happens to be a district with quite a nuwber of
fishermen In it. I, for one, have been one myself. In 1329 the
torches rocked and rolled when they had the earth tremble., 4 lot
of our fisherﬁes‘reseurces‘that we do not have today, pertain, in fact,
to that very particular time of Vchaﬁge in the Gulf Stream.

These days on the Labrador Qoastiwe have to go asbout fifteen miles
or twenty miles inland into the gead of the haysljuSt to gét
caplin for balt. Apparently on the Labrador you scarcely see a
caplin and you will see less elsewhere.

The real depletion of our fishery has now been
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on the way and well fortified and that is what harvesting caplin
stocks in the fishing season will do. This is the bait of the codfish
and the codfish follew it to land, If the caplin fish are
harvested before they reach inshore, I will tell you, Mr. Speaker,
we will have ne inshore fishery if this is alioweé to carry ong
Because caplin have to come to land to even spawn so as to have
caplin to harvest the next season, VWhen they come to land the
fish come with them, This is a thing that is naturally known to
every Newfoundlander, especially those who went through the yeafa
from 1929 gnward, I may ﬁéy this here in this honourable House
and lots of the yoﬁnger generaticn may pay little heed to it,
but it has happened.

Another thing, we need not expect any great harvest
from the inshore fighery, When 1 went fishing on the Labrador,
in one harbour on the Labrader there would be more traps out
of rhat harbour itself for fishing than is all over the Labrador
Coast at this particuiar time, If any man can show me on the
Labrador Coast or any other coast, 200 or 300 men who are peing to
catch as much fish inland as what used to be caught
vears ago, I do not see ir, .

We were fishing at that time inshore for 2 purpose,
because there was nothing else to de. You had to go Eishing or
pet nething. Today 4if you go out in your boat and there is no

fish, you come back and vou po loock for a job somewhere else,

My good friend, the member im the parsdn of

Mr. Herb Gillect, might know well what I am speaking of and went
through these days on the Labrader Ceast, But this does not say,
Mr. Speaker, that we should noet try te maintain and hold onto the
resources that we already have.

It might not be in order, Mr. Speaker, but I
had to come up with the point in order to make the one that I am apeaking,
and 1f we pot anything to show us of that here this last few

days that we put in  this licuse on the debate on the Churchill Falls,
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we can sure see that we have an indusfry in the fishery fhat
we have, we should stand to maintain it; ﬁe try.to.finﬁ the
trouble that we have to get something through this House to get
new industry. That leads me to believe, Mr. Speaker, thaé aur
fighery should be protected, both inshore and offsﬁnr&. And 1f we “
do nat protect cffshore, we cannot have any inshore. Thefé will bé
no inshore if offshore 45 not prntecﬁed.

Qur younger generation probably, if we get it protected
and get it back,may he int&restéd,prcbably, in goinpg in the
fishing boat, probably not the one, Mr, Speaker, that I or the
other man went into, probably something betcer)aﬁd I claim
probably deserves better.

But hew can they get better 1if I and the honoﬁrable
members in this House of Assembly who form the government do
not take a stand to try to do scomething about it. We cam all get
put on a street corner, probably some prefer to go to a beer

tavern or elsewhere, or probably
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in the church poreh, to do our chores instead of backbiting
about Mr. S0 and Se and about the merchants ahout what not, about
when they weighed the fish with rocks and did all the rest of ig.

Mr. Speake;, to me, as far as I &m concerned in my day,
that is what preserved the_inshore fishery, thess very self
same people who have been ﬁyt from ear to ear becawse they are
millionaires, they cl&im. I have ne worry, Mr. Speaker, about
what millicnaires could be made out of the flshery if we could
get osur fishery back en its feer. I would be well prepared to
put up with it because we would have an industry back on its
feet and stabilized,

Right here in my distriect alone,two figh plants at
Port de Grave, one in Bareneed, one in Bripus, one in Cupids,

five figh plants in my districr. Why would I not be interested
in the inshore fishery? They have no trawlers operating from
them, Mr. Speaker. They are all heholden to the inshore fishery
and what they can get elsewhers.

1f someone had told me}&nd-somé of the honourable mewbers in

this House were told twenty years apo or twenty~five years ago that
you would have a job to buy a quintal of fish, the salt fish in
Conception Bay, well you would say, Well, go get your head examined,
Mr. Speaker, that has veally happened, not only in Conception Bay
but in every other hay#aﬁd all emphasis has been placed on fresh figh,
fish plants. Now we have a hungry market for salt cod and none
supplied. The markets for the fresh fish plants are blocked to
overflowing.

Mr. Speaker, I de not think as far as this resclutien is
concerned that we will have any different climate because I helieve
every honourable member in this House i3 well aware of what is
needed. What is needed is to protect what we have pot and what
we do not have, lock forward to the future and try to fight to get it.
I have much pleasure in taking this opportunity zo support the
reselution so ably put forward and congratulate our Hinister of

Fisheries on the fine job that he is trying to do for the Province
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of Newfoundland. I thank vyou.

MR, NEARY: M¥r. Speaker, I did not intend to speak on this motion
until I listened to the remarks of the honourable Minister of
Fisheries, the member from Circular Road. 'The minister, Mr,
Speaker =

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Inaudible.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR, HEARY: The minister, Sir, this afterncon treated the House to
forty~five minutes of tedious repetition. At least, Mr. Speaker,

what the member for Burgeo had to say made some sense, The menber
for Burpeo seemed to know what he was talking.ahout when he spoke

about the fishery, but the member for Circular Road, Sir, the last
time I suppose —

_MR. CROSBIE: To a point of order, Mr. Speaker. The howourable
gentleman is not permitted to address any other member in the chamber
except by the tictle of the district he represents, the honourable
member for St. John's West or the honourable member for Bonavista
North or whatever. I live on Circular Road and I have no cbjection
to the world kmowing 1t. There are & nest of Liberals living doun
there also, but I do not object to that, Mr, Speaker. The honourable
member should address me when he refers to me ae the honourable mewber
for 5t. John's West.

MR, MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, on that point of order if I may. The Hamsard
is being taken of this House. In forty years time someone is reading
the Hansard and discover there is a member for Circular Road and they
go look for the election results on Circular Road and there is no

record ¢of it anywhere. E
MR. NEARY: They burned the ballots.

ME. SPEAKER: Oxder, please!

The Chair on several occasions in the past few days has
had to remind henourable members about the very same thing as raised
by the honourable Minister of Fisheries. T think it is only fair that
when a menher is addressing another member, he address him by his
wministerial position or by the discrict which he represents in this

hounourable House.
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MR, NPARY:

Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Minister of Fisheries, Sir, the Member
for St. John's West who resides on Circular Read, when he spoke
in this debate this afrernson, Sir, read from a letter that was
written by his predecessor to the Hon. Jack Davis when he was
Minister of Fisheries in the Govermment of Canada.

Well, 8ir, 1if my membry serves me correctiv. this letter was
written, this government took a stand, took = pomition, when they
were prodded, cajoled, pushed, driven, forced inte it by an
organization in this provinece knoun as SOFA, $-0-F-A - Save
Our Figherles.

AN HON. MEMBER: It had nothing to do with it.

MR, HEARY: It had all to do with it, Sir. Tt had all to do
with it, Mr. Speaker. They never heard of the Hamilton Banks.

AN HON . MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, NEARY: They never heard - No, they never mentioned it.
Mr, Gus Etchegary, Sir, was one of the gentlemen, one of the leading
lights, one of the gentlemen who played a leading rele in the last
ICNAF Conference.

AN HON . MEMRFR: He was oppased to closing the Hamilton Banks,

MR, NREARY: And, S8ir, it waz SOFA that brought this matter
to the attention of the people of this province., The Hon. Minister of

Fisheries, the minister's predecessor, did not even know,l suppose

}
the Hamilton Banks existed until he heard SOFA out carrying on this
preat crusade, this great campaign to try toe save the fisherles in
this provinze.

Mr. Speaker, the minister says he ig going off to the ICNAF
Conference in Edinburgh, and he iz going to take the Member for
Bonavista South with him. He would be far better off, Sir, 4if he
took a few fighermen from this province with him.

AN HON, MEMRER: Inaudible.
MR. NFARY: Never wind a half a townle. Take some fishermen to
the ICWAF Conference 1if you want teo make your point, if vou want to

nrove something.

AM HON. MEMBER: The Member for Burgeo.
MP. WEARY: Take the Member for Burgee with you to the
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ICNAF Conference. The last time the Member for Burgeo saw something
like the Minister of TFisheries it had g hook in the side of his
gob. Coing to take the Member for Bonavista South to the ICNAF

Conference at the taxpayers expense I suppose!

AN BOM. MEMBER: Inaudible,

MR. NEARY: No, at his own expense - at the minister’s expense.
AN HON. MEMHER: Ingndible.

MR. NEARY: Well Lf the member is poinpg to pay his own way

I say the more power to him. Let him go. But, S5ir, I am all for
people from this province going to the ICNAF Conference, and going
to the Law of the Sea Conference but I wanid like to see fishermen
go.  If the minister is going to take anybody in tew to that conference -
AN TOM. MEMBER: Inaudible.
MR, NEARY: No. Mr. Speaker, the minister could not resist
the temptation to male this debate a livtle bit partisan this
afternoon by referring to the previous administration., The Heary-
Roberts Administration, he says, they did nothing about the fishery
of this province. We were teo busy, Sir, keeping our eye on
Newfoundiand pehvdration, Eastern Provincial Airwvays, Newfoundiand
Leaseback, Arts and Culture Centres, hospitals, and public
buildings. We were too busy watching these contracts, 8ir, to
concentrate any of cur energy on the fishery. But we had a fair
amount to gay about the fishery after they bailed out, leaped overbeard,
took off, chickened our. We had a lot to say about the fishery.
It was during the days that mv honourable friend, the present Minister
of PFisheries, and his eclleague the(Minister of Justice, and the
Minister of Finance were ipn the cabanet that nothing happened regarding
the fisheries of this province. They were too busy, Sir, with other
matters  to worTy too much about the fishery.

Mr. Speaker, I have not run out of steam vet, I have a few more
cholee words for the honourable minister.
AN HOM. MEMBER: Inaudible,

ME, HEARY: If he had a hook
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in his gob, Sir, he would look like a codfigh.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, plezse! Order, please!

MR. HEARY: Mr, Speaker, when the minister was quoting from that letter
over there, it was written by his predecessor, he said that the big
argument that they used with Mr. Davis and Mr. Davis was expected

ta go off to ICNAF and sell all the countries of the world that

are fishing off our shores, to sell them on the ldea of getting

off the Hamilton Banks ~ the selling point, Sir, would you believe it?
I could not believe it when I heard the minister quote it from

that letter. The minister, 1f T am guoting the letter incorrectly he
can get up and depy it or table the letter in the House, buyt, Sir,

I wrote it down, wrote it 5cwn. The reagon they wanted the Rusgians
and the Spanish and the Portuguese and the French and all the other,
the Americans and everybody else to get off the Hamilton Banks was
for sncialcreasons#the minister told uz, soclal reascons. And in the
very same letter, Sir, what a contradiction, just listen t¢ thig, in
the very same letter the Minister of Flsheries at the time poes on
and says that the fish on the Hamilton Banks, he says, may not have
been exposed to over-fishing, to quote from the letter, "The Hamilton
Banks may not have been exposed to over-fishing," may aot have been
expoged o over-fishing, still not being over-fished,

Well, Sir, rhe big argument that I have listened to this after-
neen very carefully is this, that there has been over-fisking, that
the fish are not coming in to ocur shores because of the over-fishing.
ME. MORCAN: You cannotf understand -

MR, NEARY: Ah! Mr, Speaker, I can undersgand.

HMR. SPEAKER: order, please!

MR. NEARY: I can understand, Sir. 1 can wnderstand the contradictions
in that letter. Mr. Speaker, that iz half the trouble. We have put a
wedk case forward to the other countries of the world. We have to do

a selling iob, Sir, and when the present Mianister of Fisheries was

appointed to his portfelio, Mr. Speaker, cane of the first boo-hoos
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that he made, Sir, publicly on vadio and television - Your Henour
can go back and research it and find out that what 1 am saying is
cerrect — the minister said that any extension of the offshore
fighing limits would have to be negotiated. The minlster said
they would give no strings attached. The minister said publicly
that he did not believe in the Covernment of Canada making a
unilateral decision,

Now, the minister did not say "if, 1f, 1f". He said, if
nothing . The minister did not say —

AN HONOURABLE HEMBER: Do not twist the facts.,

MR. HNEARY: Ah! I am not twisting the facts, Sir. Every news
reperter in thig Province and every fisherman in this Province
knows what thé minister sald because I picked him up on it the
next day. T sald he is contrdicting his buddies up in Ottawa,
his counterparts in Ottawa who were saying that the fovernment
of Canada should unilaterally declare a two hundred mile limit
and drive the fishermen, drive the trawlers and draggers off the
Hamilton Banks.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mr. Speaker, can we call it six o'clock?

MR. MEARY: 1o, we are not going to call it six o'clock yet., I
got & few more cholce words for the minfster. Now they are
squirming over there, squirming. Mr. Speaker, what a weak arpument.
What & wesk case, Sir, what a wesk case to go to this great meeting
of all the fishing countries of the world, TCNAF and say, Look,
Mr, Russia, Mr. Spain and Mr, Portugal, for sccilal reasons,because
we do not want our people on welfgre down on the Northeast Coast

cf this Province, will you please %tay cff the Hamilton Banks

from January until the end of Aprii when the fish are spawning.
What 2 wesk case, Sir, and that is what the minister -

MR, MOHGAN: There is no other case.

MR, HEARY: There iz ancother case.

MR. MORGAN: Scientists say no.

ME. HEARY: oh! Thescientists, my eyeball. 5ir, what you have to
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de, what you have to do, 5ir, is sell the Russians and the Spanish
and the Portuguese and the French and the Americans, you have to
gell them on the idea, Sir, that if they do net etay off the
Bamilron Banks when the fish are spawning, there will be no fish
for anybody.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR. HEARY: Well, it is original., It certainly was not included
in that letter I just heard read. That is why you need Eishermen,
that is why you need fishermen to go along to these conferences

and not the townies and half toenies
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_AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible).
MR, NEARY: Sir, we have to convince -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible},

Mil. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR, NEARY: 8ir, I spent as wuch time on a beat, I think, as the
Heon. Member for Bonavista South.

BOME HON. HMEMDERS: ({Inaudible}.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR. HEARY: But, 5ir, what the member for Burgeo gald made
some sense. All the Minigter of Fisherles was doing, Sir,
was punching in time this afterncon. T could detect the ingincerity
in his remarks because he did not want to get the other resolution
on the Order Paper, put on by my colleague, the Member for Hermitage.
That is why the minister got up and wasted forty-five minutes 4in this
honourable House, My colleague akteady told the House, Mr. Speaker,
that this resolution ig like the one put forward the other day by the
Leader of the Oppcaiticn)supported unanimously by all the mewmbers on
either side of the House, that this is a motherhood resolution, Sir.
If I have any complaints with it, it is that the wording of it 1s not
strong encugh, Mr., Spesker.

Just listen. In case members have forgotten, this
afterncon with all irrelevancies that have been put forward and all the
punching in -

_AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR, NEARY: Well, that is all right, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, one of the traditions of this honourable
House, 8ir, 1s that in debate you have one member on the government side,
one member on the oppesition side, éne member on the government side,
one member on the opposition gide - that is & general accepted principle
in this houourable House, 8ir. We have had four mow on that side of the
House, Sir.
MR. SPEAXER: Order, please!
MR. HEARY: BSo, I think I am entitled - we have only had one on ocur side

end I thiok I am entitled to my say. I will take my time, Sir, and I will
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puf my points across in my own style and my own way.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

MR. NEARY: Well, that is too bad. If you do not like it, go
home,

Mr. Speaker, in case members have forgotten what
the regolution is all sbout because I do not think that any of the
speakers so far this aftermoon, Sir, have zerced im on the resolution,
it says:
WHEREAS Forelgn fishing vessels are extensively fishing on the
fighing grounds known as Hamilton Banks; and
WHEREAS The Hamjlton Banks are the spavming grounds for apecies
of fish commercially fished by Hewfoundland and Labrador fishermen;
and
WHEREAS it appears that gtocks along Newfoundland and Labrador and
Eastern Coasts are being sevarely reduced because of the fighing on
the Hamilton Banks - (But the minister tells us in his letter it is
for social reasons we should have the draggers and trawlers taken off
the Hamilton Banks). It goes on to say:
BE IT RESOLVED: That this Legislature (Lfsten to this, Mr. Speaker, how
weak this wording is) urge the Federal Govérumant (not demand, not
say, "Mr. Federal Government, you do this or else. Just listen, Mr.
Speaker, &Give him a little slap on the wrist, something like the
honourable member for 5t. John's South would word or say) that this
legiglature urge -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: A little diplomacy, bov.

MR. NEARY: Oh, diplomacy. ¥ thought the member did not believe in
that, He believed ia gun beoat diplomacy.
That this legislature give the Government of Canada
a litclie slap on the wrist and urge that the Federal Government make
a strong case in the up comingLaw of the Sea Conference that a ban be
placed on fishing on the Hemilton Bamks during the spawning season,
Now, Mr. Speaker, if you were a member of ICNAF, and
if you saw the Government of Canada throw its Minister of Fisheries,

Mr, Romec LeBlanc or Mr., MacEachern - I imagine Mr. LeBlanc will play

1103



March 11, 1875 Tape 349

a major zole in that ICNAF Conference. What role incidentally
will cur provincial Hinister of Figheries have at that conference?
Will he be on the agenda? Will he be allowed to speak?

MR, MORCAN: We certainly hope so.

AN HONOURABLE MEMRER: He will be down South then.

MR, NEARY: Yes, there 15 no doubt about that. They say at laat
they brought us over a souvenir from Newfoundland, a sculpin Erom
the Northeast Coast.

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please!

AN BONOURABLE MEMBER: I thought it would be a model of you.

MR, NEARY: o, Sir. The only thing he has not got is a hook in

his gob.
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That is what they say. But, $ir, will the Minilster of Fisheries

be allowed to participate in these disaussinas;and to what extent,

or are we just going to send thizm very weak worded resoluticn off

to Mr. Lellanc and to Myr. MacEachemn znd urge them to put up a
strong case? Is the Minister of Fisheries going to meet with Mr.
MacEachemn before he goes to this conference,or whoever the spokesman
is for the Government of Canada? Will there be any prior discussions
or 1s this ie? Is that letter written In 1974 1t7 Have there been
any discussions in the last fow menths? The minister did not tell

ug this afternoen. The minister, Sir, and his colleagues, I am
afraild, are trying to get a little mileage out of this unfortunate
situation, a little political mileage, winding up, warsing up for

an electien. Now is the time to get 2 little mileage.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: It was on the Order Paper last year, all year.

MR. NEARY: Trying to get a little mileage, Sir. I can detect the
insincerity in it. But for Mr. Gus Etchegary apparentlyiwhc has given
up 50FA, has faded into the background in the last few months. Haybe
they are too busy with other wmatrters, $ir. But for Mr. Etchegary and
the members of SOFA the matter would not have been raised at all. The
government had to be foreced Into it. How, they are up pounding their
breasts, the heros. We are no further ahead today, 5ir, than we were
when that letter was written. if we do not beef up this resolution,
and make 1t g lictle stronger and hold some discussiocns with the
Minister of Fisheriss or the Covernment of Canada and show a little
nuscle, we will be no further ahead this time next year.

The member for Bomavista South says, Well, we had a
resclution last year. Well, we will have ancthey one next year.
What we have to do, Mr. Speaker, is not go off wmoaning and groaniag
and saying, Logk, the people along the Kortheast {oast, cur inshore
fishermen are going to all be on the dele 1f yeou do not get off the
Hamileon Banks. That is ne way to sell them on the idea of getring
off the Hamilton Banks during the spawning season, Sir. You have to

be a little stronger than that., You have te point out to the members

1205



March 11, 1975 Tape 350 _ IB-2

of ICNAF, Sir, that i1t is for thelr own benefit to reduce their guotas,
to gat off the Hamileon Banks -

AN HONODURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

_MR. HEARY: Ch, it is, Sir. Mr. Speaker, it was peointed out alsc
ehis afterncon, end ripghtly so in a point that I made the other day
in another debate, that we have not even taken our guota off the
Hamilton Banks.
the minister's buddies, millionaire buddies, the fish merchants,
have not seen fit to get equipment and boats to go out on the Hamilton
Banks to take our guota.
S5ir, it being six e'clock, T would ifke to move the adjcurament
of the debate.
MR, SPEAKER: The honourasble member for Bell Island has adjourned the
debate.
MR, CROSHIE: Mr, Speaker, ft is a geod time to adjourn.
Mr. Speaker, I move that the House at its rising do adiourn
until tomorrow, Wednesday, at three o'wlock in the afternoon. Since
we are adjourning for the Budget Speech, thar the normal Orders of
the Day be superseded tomorrow for the usual procedure on Budget Day.
On motion that the House at its rising do adjourn until

tomorrow, Wednesday, March 12, at three of the clock.

]
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