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The House met at 10:00 A.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I knew I would end up 

Leader of the Opposition some day. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh: 

MR. NEARY: Now I am calling for volunteers. Now 

is your chance on the other side: Now come on over! 

Mr. Speaker, I want to put a question 

to the Minister of Highways. Now in view of the fact that the hon. 

Otto Lang has made his announcement in connection with financial 

assistance to the Atlantic Provinces to upgrade the Trans-Canada 

Highway and so on, would the minister now tell the House when work 

will actually get underway on our own Trans-Canada Highway, how 

much we are entitled to, give us a few more details about the 

agreement, and indicate to the House where the work is going to 

be done in the current year? 

MR. SPE~_KER: The hon. Minister of Transportation. 

MR. MORGAN: t.J'ell, Mr. Speaker, the announcement 

yesterday by the federal minister is one we have been await~ng 

for quite some time, and when I say 'we' I mean the ministers 

in the Atlantic region and the provinces of the Atlantic region. 

The indication we received from the federal minister and from the 

federal government is along the lines that $100 million has been 

approved to be spent within a three year period on upgrading the 

Trans-Canada Highway in the region, and that will be divided along 

the lines of our submission made in March, 1976 and along the 

discussions and negotiations we have had to date - thirty per cent 

to the province of Nova Scotia, thirty per cent to the province of 

New Brunswick and thirty per cent to the province of Newfoundland 
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MR. MORGAN: and Labrador -

MR. NEARY: How much in dollars and cents -

MR. MORGAN: - and ten per cent to P.E.I. which we-

MR. NEARY: How much in dollars and cents will that be? 

MR. MORGAN: Well, we are looking at $100 million -

about $30 million from the federal government; but now, of course, 

Mr. Lang in his statement yesterday and in his correspondence to us 

has requested that we commence negotiations immediately to reach 

agreements between the provinces. What it now means is that we 

will be sitting down with the federal minister. This morning I was 

in contact with my counterparts and we have now arranged a meeting 

for next Wednesday morning in Halifax - the ministers responsible 

for Transportation and for Highways, the different ministers in 

the region - and we will then be finalizing our position as a 

region 
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Mr. Morgan. 

and going to Ottawa with one position. That is the plan now. 

And our position so far has not changed from our initial position 

and our initial submission and brief. It was along the lines of a 

ninety per cent, ten per cent cost-sharing agreement. This is what -

we are adamant - we want, and we are still adamant. We were then and 

we are now. And we feel this should be the agreement. We have 

received no indication from Mr. Lang as to what his position is. Of course, 

this is now a subject for intense negotiations and discussions. And 

after the meeting in Halifax of the ministers _ of the region, I am 

hoping then that if at all possible we can arrange a meeting next 

week with Mr. Lang as well to commence these negotiations. 

But looking at it from an overall point of view, it 

means that Newfoundland will be looking at it around a figure of $35 million 

to $40 million over a three year period. So it is important now in my 

view to have negotiations conclude an agreement, an agreement reached 

some time in June, so we aan arrange to get the tenders called for these 

projects on our Trans-Canada Highway. There was some confusion this 

morning,I think, from at least some of the media in the region along the 

lines that this would mean road work in the Province. I would like to 

clarify that point. This money is strictly for the Trans-Canada Highway 

and not for any secondary roads. I mentioned earlier in the House of 

Assembly that once the agreements a~e reached that we will be zeroing in 

and laying emphasis on the worse sections of the Trans-Canada Highway 

And two of these worse sections I am referring to with regards to 

MR. NEARY: Crabbes River. 

MR. HORGAN: - immediate work required is in the Western part of the 

Province, over in the Crabbes River, George's Lake area, and another 

one on the Eastern part of the Province, West of the National Park boundary 

or the Western boundary of the National Park towards Gander, in fact, on to 

Glenwood. And then, of course, looking at the Eastern section here as well, 

th~r~ is a definite need to upgrade or widen the Kenmount Road towards the 
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Mr. Morgan. 

Argentia access. So we are hoping that we can get these tenders 

called and possibly get two or three tenders called at one time, 

sometime in June •. 
\/ 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary. 

I understand or do I understand correctly 

from the minister's answer that the minister is not in a position 

at this moment to state whether or not it will be a ninety/ten 

deal, a seventy-five/twenty-five deal or a fifty/fifty deal? Or if 

in actual fact the $35 million will be an outright grant to the Province? 

Now let us assume that it is not a ninety/ten deal, that it is a 

seventy-five/twenty-five or fifty/fifty, will the Province then 

be able to participate and enter into an agreement with the 

Government of Canada on a fifty/fifty basis if that is the way the 

Government of Canada wants it? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. MORGAN: Well, Mr. Speaker, as much as I would like 

to answer the questions of that nature, I, because of the nature 

of the upcoming negotiations,which I am sure my hon. friend will agree 

are very important discussions and negotiations, I would not like to 

disclose any position that this Province would take or possibly 

would take other than the position we have now taken to date, which 

is a joint position of the region, that we want a ninety per cent/ten 

per cent cost-sharing formula which indicates quite clearly that the 

provinces concerned are willing to put forward their ten per cent 

or they would not have indicated any initial application or submission. 

But any other position other than that I think it is quite unfair. In 

fact I cannot be in a position to do that to indicate what we will be 

discussing or negotiating if it comes to a point oJ.the federal 

government not accepting the submission we have now made calling for 

ninety per cent/ten per cent. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Sir. 
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A supplementary by the original questioner. 

Would the minister tell the House what the 

other . J~~ ~~lio~ will mean for Newfoundland, you know, in assisting 

the buses end that sort of thing? You know, What about the remaining 

$25 million? What will that involve as far as Newfoundland is 

concerned? Does the mi.nister have any facts on that? 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. minister. 

MR. MORGAN: No, ~. Speaker. 'filis will be also, I understand, 

according to Mr. Lang's correspondence and announcement, subject 

to further di.scussion. And his announced $25 million will be 

available 
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MR. MORGAN: 

for airport development, infrastructure for the _development of airports 

etc. and for bus services. Now at the meeting in Charolottetown 

on February 7, when the other provinces, in fact it was the Maritime 

Premiers Conference at the time, and I was there at the meeting on 

behalf of our Premier who unfortunately could not attend, and at 

that meeting it was agreed between the federal level of government 

and the provinces in the regions that there is a need to review and 

to revise the freight rate subsidizies now being paid by the Federal 

Government under the Maritime Freight Rate Assistance Act whereby 

the Federal Government subsidizies the movement of goods within the 

region. And we agreed with the Federal Government at that meeting 

on February 7 of this year that there is a need to revise these 

subsidizies and make it more selective to help the economy of the 

area by means of promoting and manufacturing and producers of goods in 

the area, and to make these subsidizies more selective. 

Now Mr. Lang in his announcement said that there could 

be some realignment of these subsidizies talking about modes of 

transport. At that same meeting it was agreed then that by the 

Atlantic region with the Federal Government that the subsidizies paid 

for rail passenger operations could also be diverted to other more 

efficient modes of transport, and they referred to here, and roads. 

Now, of course, at that meeting the two Provinces of P.E.I. and 

Newfoundland and Labrador, we did not o~pose that kind of an agreement 

based on the fact that we have already lost our rail passenger operations, 

since 1978 in fact, in this Province, so the two provinces concerned 

who do have rail passenger operations they saw fit to agree at that 

time with the federal minister to the possibility of reallocating 

the subsidizies now going into rail passenger operations, to take these 

subsidizies and to put them to a more efficient mode of transport in 

this case the bus mode and the air mode. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will recognize the hon. member for Bellevue for 

a supplementary. 
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MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, also to the Minister of Transportation. 

When the minister refers to upgrading the Trans-Canada does he mean 

that in some areas of the Province there will be,say,a four-lane 

highway or is it just upgrading where the bad spots are, patching 

up, and adding slow lanes on the existing highway? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Transportation and Communications. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, that question is a very important one 

because,to clari;y any misunderstanding, we are not talking about 

maintenance of the Trans-Canada Highway. The Federal Government 

would not look at it, even consider maintenance of the existing 

highway; we are talking about a major reconstruction of the existing 

highway which would mean widening out four lanes in some sections, 

and to tearing up some sections completely,like the bad sections, 

and putting down actually a new highway in these certain areas. We 

are not talking about patch up jobs of the existing Trans-Canada 

Highway because the Feds would not go along with maintenance. So 

it means that in some areas a redesign of the existing highway and 

a complete reconstruction job of the highway as we now see it, which 

in fact is in our submissio?. 

I would like to point out, Hr. Speaker, as well for the 

benefit of the House of Assembly that Mr. Lang yesterday in his 

announcement clearly pointed out some open ended agreements that we 

are looking at. He said that this money now is for a three year 

period, but after three years there is a possibility of ! Federal 

Government further assistance. Now this is along the lines of our 

submission which was asking for a ten year programme - ·we know that 

we cannot upgrade the TCH over a short period of time, and we know 

that to carry out the necessary work it will take a number of years-

so the application was for a ten year programme and asking for 

approximately :$1 billion, that was the initial application and 
. -

submission. So . Mr. Lang yesterday said that after the three 

years there is a possibility that further funds would be available. 
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MR. MORGAN: So this now, Mr. Speaker, in my view, ~d I said 

so this morning,is a good beginning if we can get the programme 

moving within three years, and we will carry on with further 

discussions and negotiations to get additional funds beyond the 

three year period, and in the meantime we can zero in and lay 

emphasis on in our Province the worst sections of our Trans

Canada Highway. 

MR. CALLAN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

A fina1 ·-:. supplementary, the hon. member for LaPoile. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like for the minister to tell 

the House why it is that the minister has not placed any great 

emphasis on a visit next week of the Standing Committee of the House 

of Commons on Transportations and Communications? Does the minister 

not think that the elected representatives of the people are a pretty 

important group,especially a Standing Committee on Transportation 

and Communications visiting this Province where everything here 

depends on transportation on this Island? 
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MR. NEARY: Is the minister going to make a 

formal presentation to the committee, or ~vill the minister be 

meeting with the committee at all,or just ignoring the committee 

when they arrive? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, no, we will not be ignoring 

the committee. Last week I received the - No, that is not correct, 

it was not myself, it was my colleague in Governmental Affairs 

initially received the first correspondence from Ottawa 

indicating that this House of Commons Committee on Transportation 

and Communications would be in the Province for a hearing to be 

held in St. John's. We will not be ignoring the committee, but 

I said recently,and I again say this morning,that we will not be 

making any major submission to that committee. I do not know if 

I will be in a nosition myself to appear before that committee, 

but if not I will have a delegate there from the department, 

maybe from both divisions, Transport and Communications. But we 

are going to be putting forward our brief of any major or any 

consequence to the Commission of Inquiry. There seems to be -

MR. NEARY: When will they be coming? 

MR. MORGAN: There seems to be some confusion, 

Mr. Speaker, with regard to these hearings because I have received 

numerous inquiries in my office from different parts of the 

Province as to ~.;rhy is the connnittee - the Commission of Inquiry meetir.g 

-
in St. John's on Monday?- And Monday the committee is coming in from 

the House of Commons so it is important not to get confused. The 

committee coming in Monday to the Province is a committee of the 

House of Commons from both sides of the House, in fact all parties, 

and they will be looking at transportation all over the Province. 

MR. NEARY: A very significant committee as far as 

Newfoundland is concerned, very important. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, we do not -

MR. NEARY: I am going to go down and give some 

evidence. 
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MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman is 

welcome to. In fact, I would like to see everybody who is concerned 

with Transportation to put forward their views at any of these 

hearings. Hhat I said, and the position of government is that we 

will be putting forward our major brief with regard to Transportation 

to the Commission of Inquiry, which we agreed upon and which is now 

being appointed by the federal government and which will be holding 

public hearings this summer throughout the Province. We could 

very well maybe make an appearance as well before the committee from the 

House of Commons, but our major concern is our brief going in to 

the Commission of Inquiry in the Province. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: A question for the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs, Mr. Speaker. What representation has the Minister of 

Municipal Affairs received if any from the residents of Bell Island 

who seem to be very disturbed about the property tax that is about 

to be imposed over there? And in addition to that what are the 

minister's plans for the imposition of property taxes within the 

urban region? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

and Housing. 

The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs 

MR. DINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, with respect to 

Bell Island, obviously when a municipality imposes a property tax 

there are people who become upset; however, I feel that the Council 

on Bell Island indicated to me last year that they were going to 

do this. They justified why they needed to do it to maintain their 

service and it is,as far as I am concerned, a just tax and it is an 

indication that councils are becoming a little more responsible in 

trying to meet the services that they provide to the citizens of 

their communities. With respect to the St. John's urban region, 

that will be decided when we get a regional government if you are 

talking about a regional tax. They will be charged a tax based 

on services with respect to residents. The business people in the 
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MR. DINN: region will be charged a business 

tax as has been done by the Metro Board to date,and they will 

be assessed over the coming years or the coming months, and that 

tax will be imposed and has been approved and so on. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Bellevue. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, my question I think is 

probably for the Minister of Justice in his capacity as House 

Leader. I refer to the Ombudsman's report which we received 

yesterday. And on page three we notice that of the 363 written 

inquiries to the Ombudsman over the past year, 168 of these -

about 40 per cent, almost half of these-were not in his 

jurisdiction. And of the 478 telephone calls or consultations 

again a large number of them were just not within his jurisdiction~ 

and of course the same thing with the interviews. People said, 

'I want to see the Ombudsman; there will probably be nothing he 

can do to help me, but I want to talk to him.' 
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!"P. CALLAN: Now I am wondering does government have 

any intentions of bringing in amendments to the Ombudsman Act during 

this session of the House of Assembly? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: Now, Mr. Speaker, I have to confess. I have 

not had th~ opportunity to read the entire report that was tabled here 

yesterday by the Ombudsman. But looking through the report, a very 

cursory examination indicated that a very high percentage of the cases 

that were referred to him where he found that he did not have jurisdiction 

was because it was a matter coming under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

Parliament of Canada, for instance, Unemployment Insurance complaints he 

would not, or anything doing with the Ministry of Transport. So no legis

lation that could be introduced into this Legislature co,Jld cure that 

defect. We cannot confer jurisdiction on the Ombudsman if we ourselves 

do not have the jurisdiction to pass the laws. Secondly, the act which 

was brought in here but a few years ago is a good piece of legislation 

in my opinion. And I am sure the father of that piece of legislation 

will concur when I say that it is probably the most all-embracing -

MR. NEARY: You mean the Only Living Father. 

MR. HICKMAN: - the most all-embracing well, he is 

still alive. He looks alive to me right at this moment. 

MR. NEARY: Yes - the Only Living Father of Confederation. 

MR. HICKMAN: No, no! 

MR. NEARY: Yes, yes! 

MR. HICKMAN: No, no! 

MR. NEARY: The only thing you did was appoint an 

Ombudsman. 

MR. HICKMAN: I was not talking about myself. The hon. 

gentleman should pay very careful attention. And I have reason to believe 

that the father of the Ombuddy -

MR. NEARY: - is not here. 

MR. HICKMAN: - is still alive. 
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MR. HIC!Qof.AN: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

Tape No. 3249 

- He is not in his seat. 

I know he is alive. 

He is not in his seat, Sir. 

EC - 2 

I cannot guarantee you that his heart 

is beating, but his colour is coming and going as I look at the hon. 

gentleman across the House at this time. If the hon. gentleman is 

dead, if he is dead will he please stand up and confirm this dreadful 

and tragic news. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR.. HICKMAN: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

Mr. Speaker, for -

MR. SPEAKER: 

of order. 

MR. CALLAN: 

But as I was saying -

I most stop this! 

Oh, oh! 

I am getting like 'Luke' . 

This early in the morning too. 

It is much too early in the morning, 

An hon. gentleman has arisen on a point 

I think that the hon. minister is wasting 

the Question Perioc and I think he should get on with his answer and 

clown around some other time,outside probably. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order I 

will assiduously refrain from commenting on the accomplishments of bon. 

gentleman opposite again if the member for Bellevue (Mr. Callan) takes 

offence to it. 

MR. CALLAN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. CALLAN: 

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary. 

Mr. Speaker, on page twelve of that same 

report which I referred to a moment ago, the Ombudsman here points out 

that there is a need for amendments. He says it himself. He has asked 

government, and he says here, "To this date there has been no response 

to my recommendation" - recommendation that amendments be brought in to 

the Parliamentary Commissi~~er - the Ombudsman Act. So the Ombudsman 

himself sees the need for amendments to the Act even though it may be 
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~. CALLAN: a good Act and all that sort of thing. 

But I am wondering if legislation cannot be brought in to amend the 

Act. You know, we have heard over the past several months of an awful 

lot of sad bills - it was quite common to hear Mr. Speaker say, 'When 

shall a sad bill I wonder could we have a happy bill brought in to 

change this Act? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, we have to change the 

Question Period! We cannot allow Question Period so early in the 

morning. A sad bill! There has never been a bill introduced by the 

Moores administration that was not a happy one! And that is why all 

bills have been so enthusiastically accepted by hon. gentlemen opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman from Bellevue (Mr. Callan) is referring 

to a recommendation, or a request rather, in the Ombudsman's Report with 

respect to a decision of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland approximately 

a year ago. Mr. Justice Nathaniel S. Noel 
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Mr. Hickman. 

held that the Ombudsman did not have jurisdiction over the 

Waterford Hospital under the provisions of their act. My 

understanding is that the -

MR. NOLAN: This House can change it. 

MR.. HICKMAN: This House can change it, but that is 

not a simple amendment. The amendment itself is simple. Bringing 

the amendment into the House is easy, no problem at all. But 

the question as to whether or not a hosital of that kind should 

come under the jurisdiction of an Ombudsman is not that simple 

and not that easy to resolve, and that is why -

MR. NOLAN: Is the minister saying that the Ombudsman 

does not agree to another provision. 

MR. HICKMAN: - and that is why when the framers of this 

legislation, when the framers of this legislation drafted the 

act, I assume that is why they specifically excluded it. 

MR. SIMMONS: It is a real sign -

MR. HICKMAN: What is a real - ? 

MR. SIMMONS: You gave him no power to do the job. 

MR. PECKFORD: How would you know anything about that? 

MR. HICKMAN: I am sure that the bon. gentleman from 

Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) would take very strong exception 

to the comment that just arose from his colleague, the bon. member 

for Burgeo- Bay d' Espoir (Mr. Simmons). He would have to, because 

I know what strong feeling and affection he has for that particular 

bill. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR.. HICKMAN : And I am sure that he can explain to this 

House if he was asked, ifWe could ask questions of the bon. gentlemen 

opposite, which unfortunatley we cannot, that he would explain to the House 

why at the time of the framing of the act,having looked very carefully 

at existing legislation, the Waterford Hospital, or Hospital for Mental and 

Nervous Diseases were excluded; and they were excluded for a very good reason, 
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Mr • Hickman. 

Mr. Speaker. They were excluded because on the best advice 

of the government of the day and on the best advice that this 

government has been able to receive, it has been deemed not 

appropriate at this time to bring in an amendment to the 

act as it relates to the Wat~rford Hospital. But that does not 

say that, you know~ professional advice may not change and 

circumstances may change. And I am sure that this House is open 

to that amendment if it would appear appropriate so to do. 

AN RON. MEMBER: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Terra Nova. 

MR. NEARY: 

It appears appropriate so to do. 

It would appear not. 

A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. 

A supplementary, then the hon. member for 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether I 

understood the hon. gentleman correctly or not when the hon. 

gentleman said that the Waterford Hospital was excluded from the 

act. My understanding, Sir, of the Supreme Court decision is that 

they used a technicali~y to bar the Ombudsman from getting at 

the records of the patients at the Waterford Hospital. And the way 

they did it was that because it was under a board. All other jurisdictions, 

all other Crown corporations -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) • 

MR. NEARY: No, hold on now. 

- all other Crown corporations, the Ombudsman 

has access·· to the records, but in the case of the Waterford Hospital 

it is under a board and not considered to be a government agency. 

And that is why the Supreme Court made the decision. Is the minister aware 

that it will only take a minor amendment to change that to give the 

Ombudsman the access that he should have to the files at the Waterford 

Hospital, an access that Ombudsmen in other jurisdictions have? 

MR. COLLINS: 

MR. NEARY: 

That is not right. 

That is right, Sir. 

Well, the Ombudsman must not know 

what he was talking about, because I discussed it with him recently, 

and he has researched it. 
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MR.. ~PEAKER: The bon. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, the request of the Parliamentary 

Commissioner was that in view of the decision of Mr. Justice Noel 

of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland, who held that the Ombudsman 

had no jurisdiction to investigate complaints of patients at the 

Waterford Hospital, that in view of that decision that consideration 

be given to amending the act to designate the Waterford Hospital 

as an agency for the pu~oses- that would be an agency of the Crown -

for the purposes of the act. What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, 

that the reason - I suppose you could use it the other way around -

the reason I assume that in the definition of agencies provided in the 

original act did not include the Waterford Hospital -

MR. NEARY: It could be any agency that is under a board. 

MR. HICKMAN: - it was on verv -

MR. NEARY: It could be the College of Trades.next. 

MR. • HICKMAN : I repeat, Mr. Speaker, and my colleague, 

the Minister of Health I am sure would concur in this, that the 

advice that has been received so far has not been of the sort to 

warrant that particular change at this time. 

MR. NEARY: Why the discrimination? 

MR.. SPEAKER: A supplementarv. 

MR. NOLAN: Would the Minister of Justice be good enough? 

He has now referred on a number of occasions to the advice that they 

have received thus far. We would like to know what advice, from whom 

and when and will he table it? It is as simple as that. 

MR.. SPEAKER: The bon. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: The advice - this came up in the last session 

. I 
of the House, I am sure, Mr. Speaker. Following the receipt of last year s 

report by the Ombudsman, my colleague, the Minister of Health sought 

professional advice with respect to the desirability of amending the 

act, and my recollection is -

MR. NEARY: Surely, you are not a psychiatrist • 
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Mr. Neary: 

read the article in The Weekend,of The Evening Telegram. 

MR. HICKMAN : I am being harassed. 

MR. NEARY: No,you are just being stunned 1 that is all, not 

bei~g harassed. 

MR. HI001AN: I am being harassed. 

MR. NEARY: Stunned. You are just as stunned on this as you on 

the park and vandalism and crime. 

MR.. SPEAKER: Order, please~ 

MR. HICKMAN: I cannot take this. Then stop. I refuse to answer it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra Nova. 

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, probably the question is more appropriately 

directed to the Minister of Tourism, but since he is not here I will 

direct the question to the Minister of Justice, the House Leader. 

MR. SIMMONS : '\ole have a real Sesame Street over there. 

MR. LUSH: I wonder what action, ~vhat additional action the 

government have taken with respect to the allegations, certainly the 

most recent ones again made by the NDP member, John Rodriguez,with 

respect to land ownership in the Terra Nova National Park? And members 

will recall that a couple of weeks ago he said the land was being 

built on, land rnmed by ministers. And I do not think that the 

government made this clear certainly to the people of Newfoundland 

whether this was accurate.He named the Minister of Health as owning 

land, 

-
l1R. HICKEY: He named me. 

MR. LUSH: Yes. He named the Minister of Tourism, Mr. Hickey, 

And then yesterday it is changed; it is not Provincial Cabinet ministers9 

what he said previously, now it is politicians. And I am sure that 

most people, a lot of people throughout Newfoundland and indeed a 

lot of people throughout Canada think the only people living on the 

Eastport Peninsula are politicians. And again he named yesterday the 

Leader of the Opposition as owning a Summer home out in the area. 

And I have wondered whether the minister or whether the government 

have checked into this? And he named the han. Mr. Morgan as well as 

owning land out there. 

-- 9:1P5 
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MR. ROWE: Does he own a Summer home out there? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hou. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKmlN: Mr. Speaker, yesterday in response to a question 

from the hon. the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary), the hon. Minister 

of Transportation and Communications adYised this House that he 

does not own any property in the Eastport Peninsula. He is not 

in a position obviously to answer for the hon. Jack Pickersgill or 

the hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. H. COLLINS: I do not own any. 

MR. NEARY: You were not mentioned yesterday. You did not 

even rate -

MR. H. COLLINS: Who is -

MR. NEARY: - you did not even rate with Mr. Rodriguez yesterday. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Who was working with Rodriguez? 

MR. NEARY: You did not rate with him at all. You did not 

even -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

-smm HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please~ Ron. gentlemen sho~ld not 

interrupt when the hon. minister is answering. 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes. In any event, Mr. Speaker, tf this House -

AN RON. MEMBER: A point of order has been raised. 

MR. SPEAKER: If you wish to raise a point of order, you may. 

MR. NOLAN: This is what we are trying to do, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Which hon. gentleman intends to 

raise a point of order? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: Only one will have the floor at a time, The 

hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: The hon. gentleman opposite quite clearly has indicated 

to our friend opposite that there is someone over here in cahoots with 

Mr. Rodriguez. We do not even know him. Who is working with 

Mr. Rodriguez? Now T\mean we have alraady had a resolution in this 

House concerning Mr. Rodriguez and his statements. We would like a 

-- 91.06 



May 26, 1977 Tape 3251 PK - 3 

Mr. Nolan: 

withdrawal, Mr. Speaker. 

AN HON. MEMBER: .Inaudible. 

MR. NOLAN: Let the hon. Galoot withdraw, Mr. Speaker, he is in 

need of psychiatric care. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, the comments of the hon. gentleman 

are derogatory to the individual involved and they are derogatory to 

the House, and the member certainly ~ho _is- a- distinguished member of 

this Legislature will not be required by Your Honour to withdraw the 

remarks; he will do it voluntary I am sure. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! If one hon. member said of another 

that he was working in cahoots with or in association with Mr. Rodriguez 

that is not an unparliamentary expression; it might be a difference of 

opinion, the hon. gentleman might deny it. He might say it has 

nothing to do Yith the NDP, ne is not working with Mr. Rodriguez. He 

might say he does not agree with Mr. Rodriguez. I could hardly say 

to the allegation that one is associated with Mr. Rodriguez is an 

unparliamentary association, it is an unparliamentary allegation. 

There might be a difference of opinion, bon. gentlemen could deny it. 

The term 11 galoot" which has been used on more than one occasion has 

been decided to be unparliamentary. I am sure the hon. gentleman would 

want to withdraw it. 

MR. SIMMONS: It is very apt! 

SOME BON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

0 0 0 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I have one notice of motion. 

Things went so quickly this morning that I did not catch up . 

May I have leave to revert to Notice of Motion? 

MR. SPEAKER: Leave to revert to Notice of Motion? 

SOME BON. MEMBERS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Agreed. 

Agreed. 

-·· 91.07 
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MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the hon. Minister of 

Finance, I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask leave to intrQduce 

a bill, . "An Aet To Amend The Education (Teachers' Pension) Ac~'.', 

(Bill No. 41). 

-9108 
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MR. HICKMAN: We have got two or three first readings. 

Motion 8. 

MR. SPEAKER: Motion 8. 

Motion, the han. the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The City 

Of Corner Brook Act," carried.(Bill No. 68). 

On motion, Bill No. 68 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

Mi.. HICKMAN: 

BR.. SBBAKER: 

Motion 9 

Motion 9. 

Motion, the han. Minister of Mines and Energy 

to introduce a bill, "An Act To Act The Labrador Lands (Reservation) 

Act," carried. (Bill No. 66) • 

On motion, Bill No. 66 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR.. SPEAKER: 

Motion 10. 

Motion 10. 

Motion, the han. Minister of Tourism to 

introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Tourist Establishments Act," 

carried. (Bill No. 64). 

On motion, Bill No. 64 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Motion 11. 

Motion 11. 

Motion, the han. Minister of Health to introduce 

a bill, "An Act To Amend The Solemnization Of Marriage Act, 1974," 

carried. (Bill No. 65). 

On motion. Bill No. 65 read a first time, 

ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. HICKMAN: Committee of Supply. 

On motion that the House resolve itself into 

Committee of Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
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COMMITTEE "OF SUPPLY: 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. HICKMAN: Head XVII - Transportation and Communications, 

page 107. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Page 107, Item XVII- Transportation and 

Communications, Head 701-01. 

The hon. Minister of Transportation and 

Communications. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MORGAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, in introducing the 

estimates for the Department of Transportation and Communications, 

first of all I will say that this has been my second year as the 

minister responsible for this department. Unfortunately last year 

we did not get the estimates before the House of Assembly. And 

this being my second year I am pleased that we now get them before the 

House and have a five hour,debate on the estimates. I do not want 

to take up too much time, but I would like to,in my introduction of the 

2stimates, talk about the department, what we have been doing over the 

past year and outline some of the things that we expect to be doing 

and hope to be doing in 1977, and in fact in the future. 

I am sure that all han. gentlemen are aware 

that the department is in this Province responsible for almost all modes 

of transport, and also for communications,which is becoming a very 

important aspect of any department today anywhere in the country. The 

Transportation Division is not as active or as mundane, if you wish, 

as the Highways and Bridges Division, which is responsible for the building 

of roads and to maintain these roads after they are built, but it is 

a very, very active department over the last number of years in particular. 

since I became minister-- I know we have been involved in numerous meetings 

and discussions with not only the federal level of government but 

also our counterparts and colleagues, if you wish, in the Atlantic region. 

And we continuously monitor the services provided, whether it be air 

services or rail services or water services or road. That is the main 

function of that division. And over the past year, I think the transportation 

_,. 91.10 
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MR. MORGAN: 

problems in our Province were brought forward to the federal 

level of government, in fact in some cases across the nation, 

the problems we have been experiencing in Newfoundland with 

regards to transportation which seems to have been accumulating 

over the years,building up worse and worse each year. It finally 

came to a head when it was brought to the forefront in Ottawa that 

Ottawa agreed to appoint a Commission of Enquiry to look at all 

aspects of transportation in the Province. And I am sure that all hon. 

gentlemen will agree that we are looking forward to that commission 

getting the views of as many concerned Newfoundlanders as possible 

so that they can make .a good report to Ottawa and look forward to 

~- 91.11. 
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action from that enquiry. But I must say in my view the 

appointment of that Commission of Enquiry is a major step forward. 

I have expressed a view to my coun~erpart in Ottawa,and in fact so 

has the Premier,along the lines that we do not want this study to be 

another study to be made and filed away and forgotten about or an 

excuse to do nothing about transportation problems. I must say that 

the co-operation received as of recent months from the federal level 

of government, I have to commend them for their co-operation. There 

seems to be a change of attitude on the part of the officials, number 

one, and the politicians, number two. Mr. Lang, for example when 

I first became minister I know I was quite critical many times, outspoken 

many other times against the federal minister in talking about his 

programmes and policies in transportation, particularly his 1user pay 1 

concept. _And being outspoken sometimes, the federal government looked 

upon us as radicals in the region, and we are not going to discuss 

the important problems. But it finally came down to a point that 

what we were saying was recognized by Ottawa to be true. We did have 

some very major problems, and the attitude of Ottawa has now changed. 

Mr. Lang, for example, at a meeting no longer than a few months ago 

conceded to the region that the user pay concept must not apply to the 

Atlantic region and to Newfoundland and Labrador, and changed 

legislation accordingly in Ottawa. And this, I think, is significant 

that the attitude now towards our Province and in fact the whole 

region is changing and is a major step forward. 

The department, of course, is divided into 

divisions. The Air Services Division is sometimes very seldom mentio~ed

except if there is some controversv~ the use of a helicopter or something 

of that nature - it is very seldom mentioned the important significance 

of that division. For example, the Air Services Division last year, 

by use of helicopters, which we have chartered on a contract from Universal 

Helicopters, during the past year, for example, airlifted 189 patients 

to the hospitals and clinics around the Province. And our King Air aircraft, 

9i.i;c; 
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Mr. Morgan. 

which is not a jet aircraft - it is often referred to by some critics 

as saving, the government's jet is going from here to there - it is 

a turbo prop King Air aircraft, and it is used almost exclusively 

for air ambulance service. And last year,over the past year 1976 

that aircraft airlifted 118 patients to hq~pitals and sometimes 

in the middle of the night, all hours of the night, twenty-four hour 

service, a very important service provided by the Air Services Division. 

And, of course, that division as well is actively epgaged in the 

development of the St. John's Airport. You very seldom hear the minister 

responsible - this case, myself - talking about or indicating what 

is going to be done at St. John's Airport or Gander Airport. It is usually 

said by the City Council of St. John's or said by the Member of Parliament 

for the Gander area,and rightly so. But we are actively and very closely 

involved. In fact we have delegations from the Department of Air Services 

Division, from the department, on these committees working actively 

to obtain the necessary improvements to airports throughout the Province. 

In our Air Services Division, of course, 

we do have seven aircraft now. We have the one King Air,which I- just 

mentioned,which is used for air ambulance services and used by the 

ministers and the Premier to travel to various parts of the Province 

and in fact in many cases outside the Province to important meetings. 

And we have now a new addition to our Air Services Division, which was 

outlined by my colleague, the Minister of Forestry and Agriculture 

a few days ago, by means of a purchase of a Cessna aircraft which will 

be under the Air Services Division but used exclusively by the Forestry 

Division. And we have five Canso water bombers in the Air Services 

Division. These also are used primarily by the Forestry Division in 

forest fire fighting and last year these five Cansos fought ninety-eight 

fires. I would like to commend,by the way,in my opening statement today 

on the estimates that these men who operate these water Canso bombers, 

these men are very seldom mentioned in the public, and they do a commendable 
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Mr. Morgan. 

job. There is no question about that. And I would like to 

commend them for their work last year in fighting ninety-eight fires, and 

I would like to see all of them remain with the department and 

carry on their good work in the coming year. 

Mr. Chairman, the Communications Division, 

last year I would say has been a very, very active year. We 

were successful in getting the federal minister to come to our 

Province and to again realize that we have problems not only in 

transportation - that was put forward quite forcibly to Ottawa -

but also in communications. And when the federal minister came 

in with, I think, sixteen or seventeen of his officials and sat 

down with us here in the Province for a two-day meeting, it was 

agreed that the federal government would pay for most of the cost 

of very ~ntensive studies into two major aspects of communications, 

one being the telephone service throughout the Province, particularly 

in Labrador where there are many, 
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MR. MORGAN: many problems regarding communications, 

and the federal government agreed to carry out a very intensive study 

jointly, a federal/provincial study into telephone services throughout 

the Province, primarily in the rural areas. Also they agreed at the 

same time between two levels of government that a study would be made 

of the broadcasting signals in the different parts of the Province. 

Now these things are not usually mentioned too much in the public and 

the public is not aware of these things. But I am convinced that 

Madame Sauve - the hon. Madame Sauve in Ottawa who has been connected with 

the communications world for so long - is genuinely concerned over the 

problems we have in communications. I commend,therefore, her efforts 

in the Atlantic region in particular. She seems to be very sensitive 

to our needs and I am convinced it was she a minister who was the 

major factor in us making any progress the past year with regard to 

these studies. She has now agreed that as soon as the studies are 

completed - and I would like to indicate to the House that the study 

on broadcasting was completed just a few days ago, It is n~7 being 

compiled, and then we are going to sit down with the federal minister 

and determine what can be done to overcome these broadcasting signal proble~s 

and reception throughout the Province. And in many cases they are 

minor things, but we need some guidelines and some assistance~! would 

say also,with regard to steps to be taken to overcome these problems. 

The most talked about division of the 

Department of Transportation is the Highways Division, and every person 

in this House of Assembly is concerned because most of us have gravel 

roads and some of them are very bad gravel roads. And then we are 

concerned not only with the conditions of the roads in the Summertime, 

we are concerned in the ~·Jintertime vJith the majntenance operations. 

So that is the most talked about and most heard of division, I guess. 

And we have in that division a very competent group of engineers. And 

of course I would like to say before I listen to Oppos~tion spokesmen 

with their comments that I feel the staff of the Department of 

Transportation and Communications - you will not find a better staff 
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an~~here in any govern~ent department. 

I am fortunate to have as ~y deputy minister ano assistant 

deputy the top OttC!litv enpi_neers. In li'Y travels throu:;rhont 

the Province rvith these gentlemen their knoHledge of roa~s :Ln fact is 

trel"'lenclous because they Here involyed in buil~ing Y'lost of these roac'ls 

around the Province anc they Jrnm,r the roacls and the rocr.c1 problei"s first 

hand. But the situation is that the Highways J'ivis:i.on has been very, 

very active. Last year, for example, the depart~ent paved 260 miles of 

road throughout the Prov:l.nce ant: reconstructed a further 227,000 -

227, I am sorry- 260 miles of pavement and 227 miles of reconstruction, 

that r,;ras last year in 1976. !-!ow I ~,rould like to indicate that 

consj c.erable prop.:ress has been made since 1972 in the paving of roans. 

This govern!!1ent, this a<'lministration, h<'ls pavecl 1,200 miles of road 

since t2.ldng over arlrninistration - 1,200 miles. ."'.nd prior to 197 -

T,!oulcl. the T"'inis ter -

•m • ~·nn_G_AN: !f the hon. gent]eman froli' - l!lY colleague - 1vonlr 

Hait until the ti'l"'.e for debate I ~voulfl appreciate it. ~·r. ~hai.nnan, l•re 

h<>ve paved 1,200 l!liles of road and now the previous ac1ministrat:.on roafle 

a substantial effort as well. :r mean, for example in 1972 there t;rere 

J, f'()r) TI'iJes of roacl pavecl pr:i.or to onr co'!"'in!" into power. 

Now the naving of roads in this Province 

is unfortunateJy ouite different from paving of roads in Hester.n Canada 

l·Jhere they do not ha,re the same rugged terrain Pe have here. The cost 

of our reconstruction ann paving of roads is five tlrnes as high, for 

exaiTiple, as it is in .Alberta and SaskatcheHan because of the nature of the 

terrain of the country and. this puts us in a very hac condition because the 

ilo1lars that we have avP.ilah1.e to us ~.re ~an Ret only about one fifth of 

the roacl Hork that cC~n hP. ilone ~·ri t'-1 the same a!:"ount o-F fnnds over in 

some part o~ r.restern ranaca where the r.:rmey is usual 1y evaiJ ahle. 

So, Fr. rh.ai rlTian, a number of chrm~es r::tve 

ceen mace in the ~Kaintenance n-Jvision of the Hir,ht-1ays anrl r"np,ineer:inf! 

Division ancl ~rir1ges Divis:! on. 1faintenance, of course, is a rnaj or concern 

to all cf us r.rho use the hig'':may, <me all our Cl.istricts. Last vear, 

I must s~y - and. T a!'1 not blo"t-ring !'!V o-.:-111. horn ; I al'l blovring the horn of the 

"-' 91.1.6 
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MR. MORGAN: officials of the departlllent, because 

we made some significant changes around the Province with regard to 

maintenance operations - and I a:m of the opinion that the number of 

complaints with regard to maintenance of our roads last winter was 

down considerably over any other year. And we made some significant 

changes throughout the Province by moving depots and 

-'" 91.1.7 
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reallocating the men in different areas, and using different 

techniques, and building new depots, and new camps for the men, 

providing new facilities for the men, and we found that last year 

in 1976 was the best year ever around the Province with regards 

to complaints; and it was not because of weather conditions because 

the Western part of the Province had received the heaviest snowfall 

in the history of the area last Winter, and on the Eastern part 

of the Province ~-1e had some of the worst freezing rain conditions 

that we ever had in the Province. But the complaints are down. 

Now, of course, to keep those complaints down we have to spend money. 

Last year, for example, the department spent more than $3 million 

worth for the purchase of salt. We used 120,000 tons of salt 

throughout the Province. That averages out to around 40 tons per mile 

on our highway. Sometimes people are saying we are using too much, 

He are using this, but we are trying to keep the complaints 

down and keep the roads in a safe driving condition in Winter months. 

But ,Mr. Chairman, we have in our maintenance division 

last Winter ~ve had 300 pieces of snow plowing equipment ir. operation, 

we had 250 pieces of sanding operations in operation, and we had a 

little more than 3,000 men employed in that division. And I would 

like to say as well that these employees last Winter, I would like 

to say that they did a commendable job. They were under sort of 

pressure for a while whether to go on strike or not. T~en the vote 

was taken, they did not vote to go on strike. ~hey voted to stay 

on at work. And they did a very commendable job. I am not blowing 

my own horn in saying the complaints were down, I am saying that 

fuey did a tremdndous job throughout the Province. And I sincerely 

hope they will continue on doing a good job again in the future years. 

Summer maintenance, of course, is not as important because 

roads are not as dangerous, but the dust problem is a problem which 

we are all concerned with on roads we cannot find the funds for to 

pave. And in many cases what we do, we make attempts to control the 

dust. We started this programme when I became minister in the Fall of 

_,. 9:118 
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1976, a programme ·of dust control using liquid calicum, 

This is used extensively by other provinces, mostly on farm roads, 

particularly in the Atlantic region. It is quite harmless to health. 

There has been numerous research work carried out. It is a good 

programme. This year ~ve are going to be heavily involved , in fact, 

we are going to be using liquid calicum on approximately 350 miles 

of gravel road t~roughout th e Province, primarily in places where 

people are living, and where people are commuting back and forth to 

work daily. We are going to use this calicum to control the dust, 

and the people who have seen this method of dust~·control in action 

are quite pleased with this measure, and we are going to continue on 

to use it. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. MORGAN: 

It does a marvelous job. 

It does a good job. 

But, Mr. Chairman, of course, the obvious thing that people 

want wherever there is a gravel road, they want it reconstructed and 

paved, and this of course is rightly so. Everybody deserves to have 

paved roads. The unfortunate thing is we have limited funds available, 

and ~y-e cannot reconstruct and pave all of the roads in one or t"tvo 

years. Rowever I will refute any charges made by the Opposition that 

were made in the past, that we are not fair to districts who have 

representation other than on the government side. 

SOME RON. ME}ffiERS: 

~. MORGAN: 

Oh, oh! 

Last year I atte~pted to travel the Province 

as much as possible, in fact, I travelled extensively. There are only 

one or two districts in the Province that I did not visit, and I 

intend to go these places as soon as the House closes for its Summer 

recess. I feel that a minister responsible for roads etc. should 

not be sitting in h.is office, and this is what I have been doing,getting 

out and travelling over the roads, not flying over the roads, but 

travelling over the roads. In some cases during the past two months 

because of a , tight schedule I would use helicopters to get to a 

point, take a car from there, and drive over the road, and have a 
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helicopter pick me up at the far end and carry on to save time~ 

But I travel over the roads, see the conditions, and I am always 

accompanied by at least one senior official, and these officials 

are engineers. I am . making myself fully aware and knowledgeable of 

road conditions, and when I get a petition in to table in the 

House or forwarded to my department or letters etc. at least I know 

what the people are talking about in most cases. 

So I intend to continue on with that kind of policy 

to travel as much as possible, and see firsthand the road conditions 

and to get as much work done as possible based on the needs of the 

area, and I re~emphasize that, the needs of the area,to use the funcs 

for that purpose to reconstruct the roads in preparation for paving. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, one other division that I have not 

mentioned yet and that is the Motor Vehicle Registration, and the 

Administration Division. That division of course is a very important 

division as well. We have made some changes there. We, for example, 

brought in public liability insurance,compulsory insurance that came 

into effect since I became minister. And we have changed legislation 

dealing with impaired drivers, making it tougher, 
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and we have now made it compulsory to register all vehicles 
c 

for example, snow vehicles and all-terrain 

vehicles. We are now planning, and in fact within 1977 will 

implement a system of classified drivers' licence, and we also 

intend to establish the point system or merit system,as it is known 

in many provinces. I think this is long overdue and I now have 

people working on it. And I am not saying that we are considering it. 

I am saying that I intend to introduce that system this year, in 1977. 

And this, of cou1:se, is the policy of government and we feel that 

this should be done. 

There was some controversy when I decided 

as minister - overriding the recommendations of people who were considered 

to be experts in safety on the highway - when I decided as minister 

to overrule these recommendations and change the regulations of driving 

on the highway and the sign changes. We had signs which read, as 

we all know, Slower Traffic Keep Right. The experts~or people 

who call themselves experts,were totally opposed to these changes 

despite the fact that I reviewed the situation thoroughly by travelling 

the highway, accompanied by the engineers. We did experimental tests 

using radar. After these tests were carried out, I made the decision 

to change these signs, and I am convinced that these signs,and the 

programme we have been using of putting forward the need for extra 

caution on the highway,that this has reduced substantially the number 

of accidents on our highways. In fact,the latest figures show that 

we are the lowest in Canada with regards to accidents on the Trans-

Canada Highway since one year ago, a year from this month. And that, 

I think, is significant. So there have been a number of changes 

made, and we contemplate further changes in the future. 

But, Mr. Chairman, in just basically 

tou~hing on most of the divisions in the department, rather than to 

take up the time of the Committee, I will welcome - and, of course, 

there is always going to be criticism -but I would like for criticism 

to be constructive. I would like to hear the views of the Opposition members 
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on different matters pertaining to transportation and roads. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. MORGAN: - So, Mr. Chairman, I will listen to the comments, 

and make note and reply to the comments from the Opposition. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for Port au Port. 

MR. J. HODDER: Mr.Chairman, just a few words on the 

transportation situation in this Province. First of all I must say 

that I am amazed by the minister's speech that he was so gracious 

to the federal government. I have sat in this Chamber for the last 

two years, and the answers to questions placed to the minister and 

the minister's attitude has been totally negative as far as the 

federal government is concerned, and suddenly today he is full of 

praise for his federal counterpart. As a matter of fact in listening 

to the good things that come from his department, most of them 

came from Ottawa. Mr. Chairman, one of the things that has bothered 

me from this side of the House is the attitude that this government 

has had towards Ottawa in the past year. And the types of things 

that have been said about Ottawa by the minister - of course, the 

minister has seen the light now, and he has gotten a few things from 

Ottawa, arid he is full of praise for Ottawa and perhaps the political 

situation somewhat has changed. 

But the very fact that the minister has approached 
I 

Ottawa in the way that he has since he has taken over, I think has been 

detrimental in us achieving very much with them. I have talked with the 

people in Ottawa in Mr. Lang's office, and verv often relations have 

been stormy between this Province and Ottawa mainly because - and 

this is not from the Minister of Transportation only but other ministers 

as well - we bite the hand that feedsus verv often. But there has 

been in the past a great deal of frustration experienced on the Ottawa 

side. 

Mr. Chairman, we have just recently heard 

an announcement that there will be some funds made available for the 
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Trans-Canada Highway. I just want to sav a few words about the 

Trans-Canada Highway in that in the past couple of years -

or in the past five or six years - the Trans-canada Highway has not 

really been looked after. And although it was built on a federal/ 

provincial plan, this Province has never held up its end as far 

as that highway is con.cerned. 
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MR. HODDER: Now I look at the Trans-Canada 

Highway as being Newfoundland's big highway. That is the one that 

visitors see when they arrive. That is the one which the commerce 

of the Province, the freight of the Province and everything else 

passes over. And that is the road I think that we must at all cost 

keep in good condition. Now granted, I with the minister have looked 

to every bit of federal help that can be achieved, but I think that 

it is wrong when we spend half the year or the year talking about 

the need for federal upgrading, leading the people of the Province 

to believe that the federal government is in some way totally 

responsible for that highway. The federal government is not totally 

responsible for that highway. The provincial government is responsible 

as well and I think that we have fallen down in great measure on that 

road. 

The minister talked for some time about 

t:he highway sectl.o·n ot the department and in speaking 

he mentioned that the people who are employed in his department are good 

men,and I must echo that. I can only speak for my own district because 

I deal with those people very closely. And the people in the Department 

of Transportation and Communications throughout the area, I must say, 

in the past two or three years they have shown a great dedication. The 

attitude in the department - the people who work there~ from the manager 

down~it is a well-run department. I do not give this to the minister as 

a bouquet, but I do know that as far as road reconstruction-and I am 

just thinking primarily in my own district - road reconstruction, snow 

clearing and all the problems that are faced in that particular area, 

with the amount of money that the local men have they have done a great 

job. 

But I would also like to talk about the 

snow storms. Last winter we had several large snow storms, and the 

minister did what I thought was a very good thing. He put out a booklet 

of numbers where people could 'phone to find out what the condition of 

the highway or the condition of the local area is, and I think that was 
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MR. HODDER: an excellent idea. We had a couple 

of severe storms on the West Coast and at one particular point I was 

leaving Corner Brook at seven o'clock in the morning so I 'phoned the 

number that was listed in the little book but there was no answer. 

I 'phoned the RCMP - there was a light snow falling - and they could 

not tell me what the road was like. They thought that maybe the 

Trans-canada was in some bad shape but possibly you could pass over it. 

So I left on my way to Stephenville. The radio stations were announcing 

that the road was open between Port-aux-Basques and St. John's. Suddenly 

we were stuck. After that, that sort of made me wonder just exactly how 

good those numbers were so after that I checked on some of the numbers 

that were listed by the minister. And basically what I found out, 

Mr. Chairman, is that there is no sys~em at all - there is just a list 

of published numbers. Very often you cannot get answers on those numbers. 

There is no system by which the media of the Province can get in touch 

with the situation on those roads, because the only thing on the roads 

is the snow clearing equipment. If this snow clearing equipment does 

not call radio communications equipment then - now I know in some places 

they do, but most of the snow clearing equipment in this Province does 

not carry communications equipment. Now these are the people who are 

out on the road. The Mounties are not out there; they only have cars 

the same as the rest of us, so the only way we can find out is if there 

are radio systems in those vehicles. Now the use of a number - if the 

people back in the main office do not know the condition of the road 

it is useless,and I say, Mr. Chairman, that we must put communications 

equipment in all snow clearing vehicles. And I think in the long run 

we would save money and we might even save some lives. 
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Mr. Chairman, the Department of Transportation and Communications 

as far as I can see has been paving roads in a hodgepodge,slap-jack 

manner in this Province and reconstructing roads in this Province. 

The minister a few minutes ago said that this administration 

had paved 1,200 miles of road since they came into office. Some 

of this paving was done following along with the plans of the former 

administration where tenders had been called first when this administration 

came in. But I feel that in this Province, Mr. Chairman, that we have 

to look at all the unpaved roads in this Province, ever1 one of them 

and then we have got to look at all those roads that are already 

paved but must be reconstructed. And we must decide which roads 

are the most important, because I know there is a list of priorities 

from year to year, but what we need, Mr. Chairman, is' to look at all 

the roads and let the people know, let the House of Assembly know 

this is what will happen as regard to new paving, reconstructing or the 

placing of calcium chloride or whatever might be done. I feel that this 

is something that must be done, Mr. Chairman, so that people who are 

sending those petitions to us, we can say to them, Look, this road will 

be done at a certain time. This is the minister's list. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I must say that I do feel that the 

method of calcium chloride on the roads in the Province that are 

unpaved is a good one. And I welcome the use of calcium chloride 

and I hope that the minister will make good his promise and place 

calcium chloride on the unpaved roads, because it is a problem, Mr. Chairman, 

particularly in some of the rural areas of the Province with the dust. 

And speaking of dust, I must add support to my friend and colleague 

from Baie Verte- White Bay (Mr. Rideout). The road to the Baie Verte 

Highway is a must. I do not know why the minister has been so stuborn 

about it. But I feel that he must recapitulate. The studies have been 

done. And I feel that if there is a health factor in any part of this 

Province -I would like to see paving in my district, and I am sure other 

hon. members would as well.- but when it comes to a health problem and 

when we have expert advice telling us that there is a health problem and 
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that there are fibres in the air more than there should be, then I think 

the minister should not hmm and ha. He should immediately jump 

and make some sort of a commitment on this particular highway. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Mr. Chairman, a few brief remarks 

on the roads. I think the Minister of Transportation and 

Communications is deserving of a little credit, and perhaps'some 

credit. And I am a great believer in giving credit where credit 

is due. And having said that I trust that 

the minister is not going to accept what I am going to say as all 

bouquets. However, it was interesting to note, as my colleague, 

the member for Port au Port (Mr. J. Hodder) stated, the minister 

stated that since this government have come into power they have 

paved 1,200 miles compared to the 1,600 miles that the previous 

administration had paved. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the minister did not tell 

us that most of those roads, practically all of the roads, all of 

the roads in this Province, were constructed by the previous 

administ~ation. And, of course, when the present administration 

took over, there was very little construction to do. You know, 

it is very easy to build on after the foundation is there. 

'MR. HORGAN : That is what I said. 

CAPT. WINSOR: That is right. 

And, of course, this is where sometimes 

the previous administration does not get the credit which it 

deserves. Therefore, I think if there is any credit due to the 

previous administration, it is the credit that we have the privilege 

of feeling that it was the previous administration who broke the curse 

of isolation in this Province, the hundreds of communities that 

were connected up. And now we find the minister taking great pride 

in the fact that their administration have paved 1,200 miles. Twelve 

hundred miles is very impressive. And I sincerely 
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CAPT. WINSOR: trust that with the cost of paving 

today compared to what it was even two or three years ago that within 

the next year or so every inch or every mile of road should be paved 

in this Province, because, Mr. Chairman, I doubt very much if ever 

'ire will see prices of paving comparable to what it is today. So 

I would urge the minister to try to impress upon his colleagues, and 

when I say his colleagues, the cabinet ministers, to press for what

ever pavement they can get this year. Prices are favourable, unemploy

ment is raging, is rampant all over the Province, so it is a golden 

opportunity to combine the two and certainly make impressive progress 

toward paving the roads in this Province. 

Now I must come back to my own district 

and here is where I am going to give the minister a little bouquet -

he has done remarkably in road construction and paving in Fogo district. 

But here again, it is not all provincial funds. Most of the money that 

is spent on the Loop -Road is DREE funds and which is sometimes being 

overlooked by the present administration. But having all of those funds 

made available through DREE then what is happening to the provincial 

share of expenditure? When we have DREE taking the responsibility for 

a greater part of road construction and paving then surely there must 

be quite a sizeable sum of money that the provincial government has that 

they should be able to apply to the gravel roads which DREE do not include. 

We have a situation on Fogo Island, 

Mr. Chairman, which is a deplorable one, -and I am sure the minister will agree 

with me that there is so. On Fogo Island we have ten communities and with 

the exception of two, they are all connected up by gravel roads. And 

here, Mr. Chairman, I do not think the minister will boast about his 

activity or his performance on Fogo Island. There we have an area that 

~as almost doomed to die, but by the initiative, the get•up-and-go of the 

people of Fogo Island they have made a success of that community. And 

we have ten communities here which depend wholely and solely on the fishery 

- nothing else. It is an isolated area and yet we have fish plant - one 

or two - two - yes, one at Seldom and one at Joe Batt 1 s Arm. And all of 
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CAPT. WINSOR: the fish which comes to Seldom plant 

has to be trucked over those gravel roads. And, Mr. Chairman, the 

condition of those roads, Sir, during the hot weather in Summer, 

it is nothing less than fog, dense fog really, to get through there. 

And this must have an effect on the quality of fish and I will have 

more to say about this when we get into the estimates on fisheries. 

So if we are going to produce a good quality of fish, Mr. Chairman, 

on Fogo Island then the Minister of Transportation with the Minister 

of Fisheries can perhaps use their influence with the Premier and the 

Cabinet to get something done in that area. I think the concentration 

should be in areas where we have communities depending wholely and 

solely on the fishery and have to transport their product over those 

gravel roads. Sir, there is no way the Co-op or the buyers of 

Fogo Island fish, buyers on Fogo Island,- produce a Grade A quality 

when they have to truck the fish over that gravel road, that dusty 

road. So I have discussed this on many occasions with the minister. 

I find him very sympathetic, but sometimes sympathy must be followed 

through with action. And I sincerely hope that the minister will be 

able to do something about that. And I agree with him about this 

calcium spray: 
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CAPT. WINSOR: it is next to pavement. I do not see or I cannot 

see where anything else can take the place of this calcium spray 

and if the minister cannot find a few extra dollars to do some 

paving on Fogo Island then I would sincerely hope that he will 

be able to carry out a spraying programme there this summer. Then 

of course there is the controversy in two areas of the Fogo 

district,namely Aspen Cove and Ladle Cove~and I am sure the 

minister is well aware of the problems which exist there. And 

a similar case,but not to the same extent~where fishermen have 

to truck their fish from Ladle Cove and Aspen Cove all the way 

to Valleyfield. And as I said, Hr. Chairman, you know it is 

just utterly impossible to provide a good quality of fish when 

we have to contend with that dusty condition. So here again 

if the minister cannot find the money to pave that area, then I 

think he should carry out a spraying programme. 

Generally, Mr. Chairman, Fogo Island, and I said this at the 

beginning - Fogo district, rather has served very well with road 

and paving construction and I am giving the minister credit on 

one hand;but of course on the other hand we have to thank our 

good friends in Ottawa through DREE for providing the necessary 

funds for him. And I am not going to take any credit away from 

the minister. He appears to me, Mr. Chairman, to have a keen 

interest in his portfolio. Ee is concerned and I am sure he has 

the desire to do what he thinks is best,but there are occasions 

and there are areas where I think a little more concentration and 

a little more action rather than sympathy,especially in the Fogo 

district,will certainly go a long way to enhancing the minister's 

reputation and his progressiveness in providing 

roads in this Province. 

good transportation 

So, Mr. Chairman, that is about all I have to say at this moment. 

I think we should get down to some of the headings where ~ve can 

deal with the item by item. I think that is the most effective way 
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CAPT. WINSOR: in my experience in this House. I think the most 

effective way to deal with the estimates is to go down item by 

item because when,for instance,we have five hours for the 

transportation estimate and if,for instance,there are twenty 

of us, ~pposition and private members~who will spend fifteen 

or twenty minutes speaking on the minister's salary,then we 

loose the effect and we do not get the information which we 

should be getting if we followed item by item. However, Mr. 

Chairman, I look forward to adding more to the debate when 

we get down item by item. 

MR.. WHITE: Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAI~~: The hon.member for Lewisporte. 

MR.. HHITE: Hr. Chairman, I am going to speak in this estimate 

debate now because there are a couple of things I want to talk 

about and I am afraid that I will .not get the chance to talk 

about them later in the estimates. I wanted to get a few things 

in on tourism the other night and I just could not get recognized, 

so I want to get in early and talk about a couple of points with 

respect to transportation and communications in the Province 

generally and more particularly in my own district because there 

are a couple of matters of grave concern to me,not particularly 

related to highways but in other areas as well,that I am sure the 

minister is aware of. 

I just want to say a brief thing with respect to the Trans

Canada Highway upgrading programme, Mr. Chairman. I think that 

the minister has had the legs cut out from under him w·ith respect 

to his negotiations with Ottawa by the member for St. John's West 

(Hr. Crosbie, ~~.P.). He are in a situation now where the federal 

government says that they have a fifty-fifty programme that they 

are willing to offer to the Province.That is obviously the 

negotiating point and the starting point for the federal 

government in terms of working out an agreed to formula for 

Trans-Canada upgrading in Ne~.rfoundland and in the other Atlantic 

provinces. The minister says that this Province is · 
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prepared to go something along the order of ninety/ten. 

Yet this morning, early this morning on CBC, the member for 

St. John's West, Mr. Crosbie, was saying that the Province should 

agree to a seventy-five/twenty-five programme. So right of the 

bat he is almost cutting the legs out from under the minister in 

telling Ottawa that, you know, if they come up a bit, then we 

should expect the Province to come down a bit, and so we should 

expect the Province to come down a bit~ But I think that Mr. Crosbie 

would be well-advised to keep in closer contact with his former 

colleagues if he is going to start negotiating and making points on 

behalf of the Province and on behalf of the people who live here 

because maybe we could get a good deal with Ottawa. 

"-~ R. MORGAN : Through negotiations. 

MR. WHITE: Yes, right. 

Mr. Chairman, the Trans-Canada Highway, 

and the condition of the Trans-Canada Highway in recent weeks 

has improved somewhat, and I think one of the big reasons ~vhy the 

Trans-Canada Highway got in the mess that it got in is because 

insufficient maintenance has been done over the years. And I think this 

is a major criticism of the Department of Transportation and 

Communications that during the past number of years, the past four or five 

years, that insufficient maintenance has been done on the Trans-Canada 

Highway. And I have driven over the Trans-Canada Highway as much or 

more than anybody in this Chamber, and I know what the Trans-Canada 

Highway is like Winter and Summer, Fall and Spring. There are a few bad 

places, Mr. Chairman, that could have been fixed up earlier. 

Well,,now it is a bit too late to talk about it because we are into a 

stage where we might get some money from Ottawa or we will get some 

money from Ottawa to upgrade that. And I say to the minister 

that in the same context he should bear in mind some of the secondary 

roads in this Province and the condition that some of those secondary roads 
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are getting into at the moment. I refer, Mr. Chairman, to the 

Notre Dame Junction Road that goes from the Trans-Canada Highway 

to Lewisporte, seven or eight miles of paved highway. It was built 

and finished paving in 1961. It has been there for sixteen years, 

and I do not think, Mr. Chairman, there has been a dollar spent on 

that road other than the installation of warning lights on the 

railway crossing on that particular road. 

MR. MORGAN: Since it was paved? 

MR. WHITE: Since it was paved. There has not been 

anything done since it was paved, and that is sixteen years ago~ 

That road, Mr. Chairman, is one of the busiest highways in this 

Province, bar none, one of the busiest. The largest wholesale firm 

in Newfoundland is located in Lewisporte. It has a fleet of - oh, 

I do not know - dozens and dozens of heavy tnucks going over that 

road continuously. There are two more wholesale firms located 

in Lewisporte with heavy trucks. All the trucks that come down from 

the mainland, the big tractor trailers that come across the Trans

Canada Highway, with groceries and other products for Labrador, 

go into Lewisporte. Every single stain of gasoline that is used 

at Gander International Airport comes in through Lewisporte and is 

trucked into Gande~. It is a ridiculous state of affairs, Mr. Chairman, 

because that road is being torn to bits. And I am not sure - and I just 

had a letter from the minister this morning with respect to that - I 

am not sure that that road can stand another season without some 

major improvements being carried out. It is in a state of disrepair, 

and I hope that the minister will come and take a look at it because 

it is getting worse and worse all the time. Normally,a paved highway 

in the Wintertime gets out of shape with frost, and then in the Spring and 

Summer comes back into place. It is not so with the Junction road. At 

the moment it is deteriorating faster and faster •. Those huge oil tankers 

that did not use to operate out of Lewisporte - the gas for Gander used 

to go by train, but because of the increase in freight rates, the oil 

companies have now started to trttck all their oil or all thei't/~:fuel to 

Gnader for use there. And I am told by Mr. Lewington that the Gander 
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Development Corporation, that the amount of fuel being· used 

at Gander International Airport has doubled in the past year. 

It is expected to triple in the next couple of years, and that 

puts an extra burden on the Junction Road because all those oil 

tankers will be coming over that road. Now, Mr. Chairman, I am 

not complaining about the business for Lewisporte. I am not 

complaining about the oil business for Lewisporte or the gas 

business for Lewisporte. I am just complaining about the condition 

of the Trans-Canada Highway, and I want to point out to the minister 

and to hon. members the importance of Lewisporte as a port, and the 

impoetance of that seven or eight miles of paved highway, because 

it is my feeling that it is one of the most 

~ 9134 



May 26, 1977 Tape 3262 PK - 1 

Mr. White: 

important in the Province, and I do not know of another single 

secondary road in this Province that is used as much as the 

Junction Road going down to Lewisporte. The one going down to 

Botwood and that area is not used as extensively by such heavy 

traffic as the Junction Road, and I plead with the minister to 

take a serious look at that because it is not just making a 

decision on the basis of passenger cars or anything else. It is 

making a decision on the basis of industry because Canadian 

National operating out of Lewisporte, Lewisporte Wholesalers, 

Steers- Limited, Blue Buoy Foods, Imperial Oil and Shell Oil all 

have their major bases in Lewisporte, and they are all of such 

a nature that they use trucks and tractor-trailers in their operations. 

So I would like to see something done about that. 

Mr. Chairman, there is another matter that I 

want to raise and I hope I get an answer from the minister, 

and that is the condition of the Change Islands ferry terminals. 

Now it may not seem a very big issue to some hon. members that I 

am standing here talking about the -Change Islands ferry terminal 

\vhen only one or two of the people in this House has ever been to 

Change Islands, but it is a major issue, and, Mr. Chairman, I want 

to bring it to the floor because I feel that there is going to be 

a tragic accident sooner or later on Change Islands __ if something is 

not done. There is a new ferry operating between Change Islands 

and Cobb's Arm at the moment, and it is subsidized by the federal 

government,almost $100,000 a year, being subsidized by the federal 

government. But there are no landing facilities, Mr. Chairman, for 

the ferry on Change Islands and no landing facilities, Mr. Chairman, 

for the ferry at Cobb's Arm. Now that might be hard to believe, but 

it is true, there are no landing facilities. It got so bad on Change 

Islands last year that the operator,Mr. Chappy,built his own dock 

spent his own money to build his own ferry dock. At Cobb's Arm 

on the other end of the tickle there is an old limestone quarry 

wharf there owned by the Department of Transportation and Communications 

-''9135 



Xay 26, 1977 Tape 3262 PK - 2 

Mr. White: 

that is falling down. The minister saw it. He knows what I am 

talking about. It is ~bsolutely ridiculous. I have seen film of 

it on the air, and I have seen pictures being taken, and I have 

been there a dozen times to look at it myself, and it is falling 

down. Some days the boat cannot even get in there at all, and 

unless something is done, and I mean done quickly, like within 

weeks, there is likely to be a tragic accident there. And it is 

a problem that I would say is the most important one now in relation 

to the other matters that I am dealing with. This certainly, Mr. 

Chairman, is the most important matter. I am on the phone daily 

with the people on Change Islands, the people in Ottawa, the people 

in the Confederation Building in trying to get this matter straightened 

up. 

Mr. Chairman, some years ago,just to put the whole 

situation in context, a road was built from Change Islands to the 

South end of the Island, a distance of nine miles. The plan at 

the time was to build a new ferry terminal at the South end of 

Change Islands, as Mr. Chairman knows full well, and build another 

one at Farewell which is away from Cobb's Arm, near Port Albert 

and Stoneville in my district,which would cut the ferry run in half. 

Now the Provincial Government built the nine miles of road across 

to the Island, and then they went and asked the federal government 

to put some terminals at the end of that road, and put another over 

at Farewell. 

Mr. Chairman, I am told that Ottawa are prepared to 

b~ild the new ferrv terminal that we have been looking for, and they have 

been prepared to do this for two years, but they are refusing to 

build the terminal because the Province would not negotiate with 

Ottawa with respect to ferry operations. Now let me say, Mr. Chairman, 

I fully agree that ferry operations are the responsibility of the 

federal government. But that does not mean that the Province cannot 

enter in ·to some form of negotiations with Ottawa. All Ottawa are 

saying, at least from what I get from it, and I talked to the minister 
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myself on two occasions about this problem, all Ottawa are saying 

is if the Provincial Gove~ent are going to build roads- ·and expect 

us to put ferry terminals on the end of those roads,then at least 

they should tell us in ad~ance· ~ and negotiate with us, and sit down 

and talk about it. And I say that part of the reason, and part of 

the blame, not all of the blame, but part of the blame for no ferry 

terminals on Change Islands at the ~oment, Mr. Chairman, is because 
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MR. WHITE: the provincial government has dug in its heels 

on this matter for ~vo or three years and now they are finally, 

finally - I had a letter yesterday from the minister - indicating 

that they are now prepared to enter into some form of negotiations 

with Ottawa. So I hope that this matter is straightened up 

quickly be~ause it is a matter of growing concern in the district 

that I represent and in other districts as well because there are 

a total of four or five ferry operations in this Province. It 

is a very important issue, Hr. Chairman, and I want to emphasize 

it as much as possible. 

Hr. Chairman, there is only one other point that I want to 

make on this matter in this particular debate with respect to 

Transportation and Communications.and it is a matter that I 

brought up before in the House and I will bring it up again, 

and I want the minister to talk about it and that is with respe.ct 

to the use of helicopters by government ministers and other people 

associated with the administration. It is an abuse, Mr. Chairman, 

it is an abuse of public funds,in my opinion,and I do not think 

the Minister of Transportation and Communications can do anything 

about it because he does not .have the authority. He does not 

have the authority to instruct other ministers not to use 

helicopters at will and other officials within the government 

not to operate helicopte~s at will. 

In the budget there is an expenditure allocated of $1.5 million 

for helicopter use this year from one company and another expenditure 

allocated for $390,000 this year for expenditure on helicopters. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I fully agree that ministers when they have 

to go to meetings fast should use an helicopter. Why not? If there 

is an emergency and they have to go somewhere,fine. But taking 

helicopters to visit offices that are within fifty or sixty miles 

of driving distance from the place they take the helicopter to 
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MR. WHITE: go to_ taking helicopters to Grand Falls from Gander 

to do open iine programmes, ~1r. Chairman, I think it is a scandal 

and I think the ~finister of Transportation and Communications 

should do something about it and should put a halt to it because 

people are talking about it and people see it happening and 

people are getting really fed up and sick over the whole situation. 

It is only a matter of, as I heard one Cabinet minister say to 

me the other day, "Helicopters are being used like taxi cabs~' 

And I bring that to the attention of the minister and I would 

like for him to tell us what the almost $2 million allocated in 

the budget this year for helicopter use, what it is for. Now I 

know that in some cases there will be emergencies and I would 

like to thank the minister now for sending helicopters down to 

Change Islands on a number of occasions to bring across people 

who have been stranded there. But, Mr. Chairman, surely we do 

not have to see the kind of misuse of government aircraft in the 

future that we have seen in the last three or four or five 

years. And I hope the minister deals 'Y'ith this point. 

SOME HON MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon member for Burin-Placentia West. 

}!R. CANNING: A great district represented by a great man. 

AN HON MEt-IBER: Right. 

MR.CANNING: Mr. Chairman, since the minister rose in his seat 

I have been reminiscing quitely looking back over the years. I 

remember when I came into this Rouse first there was one big demand, 

Th~ greatest demand, the thin g that was most discussed 

in my first campaign in my isolated district was roads. Mr. Chairman, 

I heard the word roads so often the first ten years representing 

my district that I was dreaming about roads, I had nightmares about 

roads.But anyway I was trying to open my few remarks paying tribute 

to the people of the past and a ·tribute even to the minister of 

today who is not listening to me,he is talking to his friends 

behind him. 
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AN RON MEMBER: That is an advisor. 

MR. CANNING: He is going to hear some awful .things said to 

him perhaps before this debate is over but if he wants to hear 

something nice that I am going to say about him he should 

listen in the next few minutes. I have m:y words written~ I do 

not know if some parts of it are blasphemy but I copied from the 

words of one of our greatest statesmen that ever lived and he 

was referring to ~ h~dful of men who served in the Airforce, 

who saved London, saved England and probably saved the world. 

A handful of men. 

Now I will say this with my experience and with what I can 

see today and what I have witnessed and what I have helped to 

do 5I hope, 
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MR. CANNING: in some part is that never before in 

the history of road construction in North America did so few me~with 

so little equipment, with so little money, confronted with what appeared 

to be insurmountable terrain - cliffs, mountains, rivers, bogs; you 

name it, we have it - do so much to relieve so many from isolation is so 

short a time and give so many the convenience of paved and fairly good 

non-paved roads. That is my tribute to the men right up until today, and 

I am including the last five years in that. 

Mr. Chairman, it was the foremost thing 

ever! A little village I went in on the mainland part of my district 

- it has been in the forefront ever since - I got more pleasure out of 

cutting a ribbon or watching someone cut a ribbon relieving forty families 

or twenty families or thirty families of isolation than I think I got in 

any accomplishment of the government of today. 

Above the Department of Highways - again down 

through the years we have had a good.~epartment, good men, and we have 

today. One thing I did notice about the department that I am finding as 

I go along, go through the different departments and deal with the 

different departments~is this; that in the department those who have been 

the ministers - I think there are two or three of them - t~ey have kept 

the experienced men, the good men, they have kept them in the top 

positions and they have not brought in any greenhorns off the street whose 

contribution to the public of Newfoundland was knocking at doors and telling 

them how to vote. It is like the minister said, he has good men~ they 

know Newfoundland, they have travelled, and one thing I could vouch for is 

that if the men who occupied that position before, if they were here today 

I think they would go further in the department and go in the field • 

And down through the years in my section of the Province anyway, we have 

had some of the finest men that could be placed in a job looking after 

roads - trying to build roads, out all hours in the night under the worst 

of conditions, receiving the most criticism,I suppose, whatever criticism 

could be piled on by people who just did not understand the situation, the 

circumstances under which we were working and the great responsibility that 
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MR. CANNING: those men carried. From the minister 

to the deputy minister on to the foremen - the superintendents in the main 

areas of Newfoundland on to the foremen in particular areas, I think 

they carry the greatest responsibility perhaps of any men in this 

Province other than those who man ships and have crews, where they 

have to be pretty careful. They have lots of worries,- but I think they 

carry worry well,they put up with more abuse sometimes, more complaints. 

And there is one thing about it, most places you go nearly everybody 

in the area, in the settlements or in the towns,is an authority on 

building roads~ an authority on how they should be salted, how they 

should be looked after and what-not. So with me I am sure the minister 

has found,and he is going to find as long as I am here,that I will 

co-operate with him, I will be reasonable with him. I am sure he knows 

that. 

I can give some examples-One example 

of a case I have had already - I hope I do not have any others. It was 

an unfortunate one - but in any case, one morning after I was elected - it 

was a winter morning. I forget the time of the year, but anyway, there 

- -
was sleet and the roads were frozen - a large trailer truck had an 

accident in a particular area in my district. It was five o'clock in 

the morning. The truck was manoeuvering a curved road~ 
' 
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Mr. Canning: 

and that could not be helped, fa~ the people who buil~ that roa4 

there was no other way for them to go only around high cliffs, 

700 or 800 feet high .. as she was making a turn in the c_u_x:=ve, __ Ul:l,_~ort:_unately 

she s~id~ed and death took place. It was five o'clock in the morning. 

I would say at three o'clock that morning the road was not slippery, 

but by_ five o'clock ~t ha~-q~ickly frozen- a little Sleet perhaps, or - ----- ----

even the damp air, bec~u~e my experience on the highway, and I have 

had as much as anybody, I think; I have passed my half million miles 

driving too and from my district from St. John's, I have had twenty-

two cars in twenty-seven years, I can assure you I wore them all out, 

I travelled all hours of the night and day, in all seasons, so I think 

in that respect, in that regard I spoke as one with experience of 

driving over highroads and difficult roads. 

But, Mr. Chairman, those-men had worked the day 

before, they probably had worked in the night on the highway; five 

o'clock in the morning, all of a sudden- it can happen in ten 

minutes on the highway; you can be driving along on even a starry 

night, a fine night over the Burin Highway or up the Trans-Canada 

Highway, the road can be good, it can be dry, and within ten minutes 

you do not need any rain, just a change in the atmosphere and the 

paved road suddenly is covered with ice that you cannot even see. 

You have been going your own direction, you will not cast a reflection 

on the road, but you will realize it is slippery when somebody 

coming towards you, you can see the lights on the road. Anyway 

that accident could not be avoided, it was not the fault of the 

Highways; and it is one of the things we have to deal with, people 

have to use their own common sense, and if a trailer truck or a car 

with private citizens or anybody else who is going to the Burin 

Peninsula or going to Port aux Basques, and he gets out in the middle 

of the night, goes over the road, well we just could not have salt 

trucks and salt spread instantaneously, in one moment, over the 

whole highway. But when I hear those criticisms.-·- you will read 

them in the papers, you hear them on the air, sometimes coming 

from politicians- my sympathy is with those people who are responsible. 
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Mr. Canning: 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to be able to say that I 

had something done to the roads in the past year or year and a half, 

or however long I am .back representing the district, but I had next 

to not~ing. But I have not lost hope. I have travelled with the 

minister over the· highways, over most of them, I did not travel with 

him owing to the circumstances - of th~ d~y ~hat he knows of. he is famili-a-r. 

with. I have not made on pressure on him. just telling him the 
I 

situation. I realize the financial situation of the Province, and 

I know what can be done in a year. But this year I am looking forward 

to at least some improvement, when I get that nice bridge I · have joined 

up to the road, and a little pavement perhaps. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there is one other thing. Last 

year I had the pleasure of driving in England. I possibly covered 

a thousand miles or more in England, the South of England, Central, 

and in a part of Scotland, and I could not help in comparing the 

roads, and the situation, and the attitude of the people with ourselves. 

Mr. Chairman, one of the first bits of pavement 

in my district was between Marystown and the hospital in Burin. And 

there was a fairly good road built, of fairly good standard~ t>velve 

miles of road. There were very few curves in ~t, a job well done. 

But before the road had been built I would say about six weeks or 

eight weeks, two months, we had three accidents on a curve. Of course, 

when you get three or you get four and you ge_t complaints, well you wonder what 

is wrong. So I went to that particular area, I drove perhaps a 

half a dozen times up and down the road to see why would I have an 

accident, I came to the conclusion that if I drove the speed limit, 

and kept my eyes open, kept hold of the wheel, knew how to drive, 

I could not have an accident, it~ impossible to have an accident 

unless something mechanical happens to the car. 

Mr. Chairman, in England you have fairly good highways, 

what you would call your main highway, then you have country roads 

and you have farm roads. Going down to the farming section it is a 

winding, narrow road - they use small cars, of course - but anyway 
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it is very difficult to navigate, to maneuver. But when the 
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people come to a road like that , they realize it is a farm road 

with curves in it and the sign says, Twenty miles an hour, so they 

drive twenty miles an hour. And people have tried that out, I guess, 

engineers, or drivers and says, Well, this is the speed you can 

drive at. 

Mr. Chairman, we have places like Monkstown 

where we are going into now. If we have a road down there, and 

the minister came to me tomorrow and said, Look, there are only 

twenty families down there; we are not certain that they are going to 

stay there; they have been leaving slowly, I am going to complete 

that road, that last five miles of that road or the whole twelve or• 

fourteen miles of that road. We have to put an awful lot of curves 

in it, because it is going to cost millions. There are only twenty-five 

families there. And he says to me, Look, sections of that I will 

build for your people, I will build for your constituents there, 

but I have to put a sign up on it, fifteen miles.in certain areas, 

perhaps thirty miles, perhaps forty miles is the only sign he can put 

on it. By the way~what he has built now he would be able to put 

sixty miles on it. I think they did wrong. They started off with a 

high standard road. If it is ever finished, it is· going to cost 

$3 million or $4 million for twenty-five families. Well, that is 

just out of all proporitions to our economics. 

And then after he put the fifteen miles 

up , it was up to the people - fifteen miles an hour. If they do not 

obey, they are going to kill themselves. They are just breaking the 

law and disobeying it, and in the circumstances it cannot be avoided 

by the government. And it is the only settlement that it is possible 

to get into in my district now, the only one left. It was the only one 

left when I was defeated.Allof thirt~en, fourteen or fifteen branch roads 

that I had built at my request were built to relieve isolation. And 

I am hoping that the - I do not know. I think that the minister has 

already said this year that he does not expect to get on with it. But what 

I am hoping now with the attitude of the government is this,when they 

condemn our relocation that we should build roads. It was cheaper to build 
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roads to them than move them. I do not agree with that. It is 

wrong. It is definitely wrong from many aspects. But now· that they 

are there, and it is the policy of the government not to move people, 

I think those people have got every right to demand - and I have the 

right here as a representative - to demand that that road will 

be completed especially when there has been so much money spent on it. 

So I am hoping that even if it is only twelve miles, and if you got 

to slow down for a half a dozen minutes, what of it? If we can 

relieve isolation, if you do have to go twenty miles an hour that is 

far better than.waiting a week for a boat to get into that settlement. 

So my remarks would be: The people should be 

more reasonable, their attitude towards the people who work on the road, 

what we can do, because I really think that everything possible has been 

done. I think practically everything possible has been done in my district 

in the last five years. I have no complaint except that I think that some 

that were started, they were started too big, they were started in a hurry. 

Some pavement was done during the wrong time. I would rather get 

it the first year after I am elected, I would like to see some 

pavement in mine,not the last year, because sometimes the pressure 

is brought on the politician who wants to get in. The pressure is 

brought on the party of the day. And being human beings, human nature 

being what it is, we are compelled sometimes to throw pavement at a road 

a few weeks before the election. And then, of course, for the next 

three or four years, the people are down your back when that pavement 

starts to fly up in your face, and you really get no~here only those 

fe<:v votes you think you got by paving a road. 

Mr. Chairman, I look forward to improvements 

of the roads in my district. We owe a great deal of credit to the 

federal member of our district for having the Burin Peninsula paved 

in the first place. It would never have been paved without the help from 

Ottawa, and we surely appreciate it. And I think that mini~ter has certainly 
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helped a lot of Newfoundland. I know his influence, his reasoning, 

and I imagine he is something like myself. He has sense enough to 

know that only so much mcmey can go so far. And I think that 

all Newfoundland owes Don Jamieson a good thank you for the way 

he is representing us in Ottawa, and I hope that those who are on the 

opposite side do not carry on like they say the member forSt- John's 

West is carryin~ on today, 
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MR. CANNING: But I hope we are_ all reasonable and of · 

a proper approach. And that is the feeling that I have here now as 

I conclude my remarks~that I am going to co-operate with the 

department in every possible way. I am not going to look for anything 

unreasonable. If there is something - somebody blames a person for 

something 'somebody's death or something in the district, that I know , 

well;· that people caused by their own carelessness, I am not 

- - . 
going to come _down 9n the department. I do not think you make any 

politics by doing that anyway. I think if you take the right stand most people 

are reasonab~e , and people will understand. I look forward to some 

improvement this year with a few small items I have asked for and I 

think we will get along well enough for that, but if there is any 

neglect I will be the first to criticize, but I guarantee the House, 

I guarantee the minister it will not be unreasonable when I do criticize. 

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman -

MR. CHAIRMAN: The bon. member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: - of the two major problems that I would like 

to get into, the first one is, of course, the problem that we have no 

highways at all on the Labrador coast and never could expect, in many 

cases, highways on the Labrador coast. And so we use the airways .. which 

virtually are our highways and as such. As the minister well knows, our 

major problem on the Labrador coast as far as transportation is concerned 

is the building of airstrips on the coast. This must be one of the few 

provinces which does not have an agreement with the federal government 

on a cost sharing arrangement for the building of airstrips in remote 

areas, especially in northern areas. There are quite a lot of studies 

out now with airport plans for the Northwest Territories and arctic 

Quebec and northern areas of Manitoba and Alberta, and yet there is no 

formal agreement. And by stating this I am certainly not laying that 

blame at the minister's feet whatsoever. - I think it is in the recent 

year.,--- year and a half the minister has been doing a considerable amount 

of work trying to get Ottawa to come around to formulating an agreement 

on airstrips with this Province. I think probably,previous to that, 
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MR. STRACHAN: previous to the minister's work on 

this there was very 1ittle attempt~really,I think by any previous 

ministers in the department to really formalize this kind of_thing. 

And so I commend the minister a great deal for the attempt to try 

and formalize a programme for airstrip construction. It astonishes 

me that the airstrips which were built in this Province were often 

built in areas which were connected by road. But as the real needs 

of the people who could not -

MR.- PECKFORD: They were built along the highway. 

MR. STRACHAN: Pardon? 

MR. PECKFORD: They were built along the high~·?ay. 

MR. STRACHAN: Yes. And the real needs of people who 

wanted airstrips~ people who could not travel whatsoever,were never 

looked after in that case because they were either very isolated~ 

geographically isolated or very far removed from any political centre.1 

so therefore~,they could not apply any pressure and assess their priorities. 

The airstrips that we are talking about 

are absolutely essential 7 as one realizes. In the last year or so 

Labrador Airways~who fly us all the time, after many years and many, 

many miles of carrying passengers without any accident whatosever - and 

by accident I mean fatality, because in bush'planes there are continual 

accidents all the time:· the gear gives way and the skis during the winter., 

bad ice or ballycaters, or during the summer the floats often give trouble. 

And as long as you are flying in single engine 'planes there is nothing 

else you can do. In summer they overheat and one has to cut back on the 

load and you run into a great deal of problems. I should commend here 

very much, because they are much maligned" I should commend here the bush 

pilots in Labrador such as Ian Massey and Joe Gibbons and Mike Burns who 

are tremendous bush pilots, some of the best bush pilots in Canada. And 

I think the member from Naskaupi would agree with me here. When you are 

flying single engine 'planes at 500 feet and thick fog with low cloud, 

trying to find a community a hundred miles away, and one has to dodge over 

Eskers and try to recognize Eskers for a hundred miles and so on, they 
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MR. STRACHAN: I 
are extremely courageous and extremely 

capable pilots. And I would fly, as the minister knows - he spent some 

time last year, that time with a young pilot and a Beaver - and as he 

knows it is a big country and a long country and a country in which 

if anything happens is up to the pilot's resource. So I commend them 

tremendously. I think they are much maligned and pressed. I think 

there has been a fair crit.ic:ism of them, some of it rightly so and some 

of it justified, but I think that often in a case some of the criticism 

has been levied at them - people who are doing an excellent job - it has 

been totally wrong. 

The problem is that as long as we have to 

go by single engine 'plane - that is float 'plane or ski 'plane - we cannot 

do any better than the present service that we have. If you are flying 

bush 'planes there is no high-grade luxury bush 'plane. The Otter aircraft, 

the Otter DeHavilland aircraft, many of which we fly, are over twenty 

years old, thirty years old, In fact, one of them,is a 1948 Otter 

which we are still flying on the coast. And as long as we have to rely 

on this kind of single engine bush 'plane, the Otter is the best bush 

'plane, the most economical in the world. It has been proven. It is 

a design which came from the 1930's. But what is happening there now 

is that the number of passeng~rs travelling, the amount of people 

travelling are quite considerable, quite amazingly so, and now we are 

needing to get into more comfortable 'planes,safer 'planes, because the 

single engine 'plane only allows you, of course, one failure, one blown 

' I cylinder, whatever it is,and we are supposed to have a mile gliding for 

every thousand feet if the engine goes. And I have been down three times 

now, totally.In the time that I have been flying- seven years- I have 

been down three times with loss of engine. 

Q1~--o 4.)1. u 
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And it is not exactly a pleasant experience for people who are 

not custom to flying, it is not a pleasant experience to be 

flying along and all of a sudden there is no sound, and one has 

no engine left, and you start looking for a pond or a flat piece of 

ice or snow on which to land. 

But I state that unless we have these airstrips, and 

these airstrips can give us then our twin-engine planes, the twin 

Otter for instance, which has opened up the North, opened up the 

Northwest Territorities, and the whole North has been opened up 

with this one plane, this twin~engine Otter, and unless we have 

airstrips we cannot handle the twin engine Otter. The twin engine 

Otter by the time it -puts floats on-the floats cost about $135,000 

to prepare a float for them- by the time you put the floats on 

you cut your pay load right back down by five people 1 And you also 

run into real problems in the Winter with skies, because they have 

a nose ski, and often the nose ski takes such a beating on landing 

that the nose ski damages, and of course the plane is out of order. 

So the only way that we can do it is to go through 

the airstrip programme. Now there has been a lot of talk and a lot 

of announcements about airstrip programmes, and of course as the 

minister knows the airstrip programme is not a definite announcement 

made by Ottawa, and all they did was a study by MOT to decide on 

the areas where the airstrips should be built. I think there are 

some things 'tvrong with that study. I think the study requires 

thirteen airstrips on the Labrador Coast. But I think the assessment 

of priority is wrong, because I feel that in some of the communities 

-
it is virtually impossible to build airstrips, and the cost to build 

an airstrip in some of the communities, for instance, would cost many 

millions of dollars. As the minister knows, he flew over a great 

deal of communities last Summer~ and as he knows in some of these 

communities ~t would cost something like $3 million or $4 million or $5 

million to build an airstrip in some of these, often very far removed 
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Mr. Strachan: 

from a community for a connnunity of one hundred people. Now as 

much as one hundred people require an airstrip, I think that is 

something that should be done in line, there should be a first 

tier of airstrips, and then a second tier. And my suggestion has 

always been that Nain, Makkovik, Cartwright and Mary's Harbour 

should be selected immediately as a crash programme to give us 

these airstrips so we can have twin-engine planes, and a feeder 

service onto places like Fox Harbour, for Mary's Harbour for 

instance, to Henley Harbour, all around to Cape Charles and Large 

Bay, that one could use our feeder system. because these communities 

are far easier reached and far easier to handle by bush plane. 

So with the result that your twin Otter would take passengers from 

Goose Bay, for instance, or St. Anthony into Mary's Harbour, and 

if they were going on to Henley Harbour or across the, nine 

miles to Fox Harbour, then they would transfer onto a feeder plane 

or on a bush and travel the nine miles which is virtually only ten 

minutes away. But to spend $2 million or $3 million,which it would probably 

cost in Fox Harbour to build an airstrip there -

HR. PFCKFORD: 

I do not see some rJf those airstrip locations either. 

MR. STRACHAN: That is right. You agree with my point. Well 

I think if you spent - Fox Harbour is nine miles or ten miles, a few 

miles across from Mary's Harbour~to go and spend $3 million or $4 

million or $5 million in Fox Harbour for virtually 300 people or 

200 people, who could be fed from an excellent airstrip, an· excellent 

airport at Mary's Harbour, one in which you could have beacons, 

proper service, a very safe· IFR landing, because it is very seldom 

you can come in to Mary's Harbour and land by IFR and you can not 

get across to Fox Harbour by a bush plane. 

So I think there should be these four airstrips set 

as a priority, and then the other ones fed by these feeder planes 

I am talking about, and then later on as we progress we get into 

other airstrips. But to come up with this glorious plan of thirteen 
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airstrips is wonderful. We want it tomorrow. We wanted it last 

year. But I know fulr well that there is no money going to come 

for thirteen airstrips all in one bang like that. And to try 

and dilute the programme will cost I think many years waiting 

for these airstrips to come about. 

So I feel very strongly on this, that there should 

be a push on. I also feel strongly that we need these airstrips 

now. I think safety is important. We need these airstrips now, 

and I think it is important that these airstrips need not be paved 

initially. Now I realize the problems that we run into in Cartwright, 

but I think in some other ones they need not be paved initially. 

Now I hate suggesting that, because sometimes it means that you 

get an airstrip which is a gravel airstrip, and you will never get 

it paved. But I think initially a twin Otter with ballon tires can 

land in many of these gravel strips very easily, and I think the 

paving of them should be a programme put off down to the next year 

of the year after that on this programme, but not to take $4 million 

or $3 million and put it all into 
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HR. STRACHAN: one airstrip and pave it I think is totally ~vrong. 

I think that it should be the gravel airstrips in these four key 

centers and then slowly improve the service as it goes along. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That is how most of them were done on this 

Island. Deer Lake, Frenchmans Harbour -

MR. STRACHAN: Yes, yes absolutely. 

MR. SMALLHOOD: All of these. 

MR. STRACHAN: But the programme that they have is affecting 

airstrips and I think is a very wrong way of doing it. It might be 

interesting to know that the airstrips in Springdale and various 

other places -we are still looking for some. But I hope that 

the minister will tell me - he mentioned something about $24 million 

for airport construction or airport capital works and so on and 

I hope that he can, in standing up in response to me,make a 

reasonable announcement if he is going to start some work in these 

three communities which are left, Nain, Makl:ovik and Marys Harbour 

so that we can have that. Secondly,it is important because the air 

carrier cannot on a twin engine Otter, he cannot make it pay 

unless he has these airstrips, these four strips at least. He 

cannot make it pay. There is no way in the tvorld that he can fund 

an operation like that,be it Gander Aviation or Labrador Airways 

or wherever it is. They cannot make it pay unless they have 

these airstrips. A twin-engine Otter, we are going to try it 

this year on floats, but a tl.:rin engine Otter on floats and on 

skis will never make a successful run and we require these strips 

immediately. 

The other point I would like to raise to the minister - it is off 

from airstrips-Ls the fact that the communities on the coast and 

isolated areas, many of them have roads around the communities, but 

some of them do not have roads. In the case of Fox Harbour, i .t 

does not have a road around the community,and I have oentioned 

this a number of times that children being taken to school in 

the Fall wearing life jackets over the top of oilskins and so on, 
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MR. STRACHAN: taken by boat to school and in this day and a~ 

" T feel that that should be done and I thiri.k that the minis·ter has 

made a commitment to that effect and as soon as the equipment is 

finished in Rigolet it will go to Fax Harbour. However,! am 

concerned that the equipment may be too small to ·build a road 

around Fox Harbour because there is that hill at the other side. 

and it may require fairly heavy equipment. The minister is 

familiar with it·.we went in there last year and had a look 

at it so I expect that maybe he might mention one or two things 

on that. 

The real problem is that the communities have no tax base. 

The communities have no industry as such to tax and with the 

result that the amount of money, the grants and so on that they 

get from Municipal Affairs does not help them greatly to upgrade 

their roads and to work on their roads. It is an assistance 9 it 

is a help • There is the( agreement, the sixty-forty agreement 

that we talked about,in which there will be assistance given if 

the community can raise the forty per cent ,but then in the 

Labrador coastal communities very, very few of them, I do not 

think any of them,could ever raise that forty per cent. And so 

with the result I think that we have been talking about this, 

both the Minister of Municipal Affairs and the Minister of 

Transportation,and I hope that over the next couple of weeks 

we can try to come up with some settlement on that when we get 

together and get a settlement on this so that the communities 

can upgrade their roads and can have decent roads. The road in 

Cartwright is abominable, it is shocking. The people there are 

almost refusing to licence their vehicles and so on because 

they feel they do not want to pay for the licencing when they 

have a road over which they cannot travel. And they feel that 

money should be spent to upgrade these roads and I think that 
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May 26.1977 
Tape 3269 - Morning AH- 3 

'HR. STRACHAN: this should be taken in a programme. I think 

that in some cases the communities are little - on the Labrador 

coast at the moment and it has been for some years now, it is 

a very emotional place and people jump on the bandwagon and 

people get very loud and often criticize without even, for instance, 

writing letters or asking,and I am sure that many of the communities who 

have taken a slice off the minister's back are communities who 

when you l~ok at the records have not produced one letter or one 

request in the minister's files asking him for money. 
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And I agree with the minister and I would state that quite bluntly 

that many of the communities that are shouting the loudest are 

the communities that will not do their homework as councils and 

will not sit down and even prepare a simple letter asking or 

requesting funds. And I have been as equally ~oiceferous in 

my statements to them in defense of this kind of action of the 

minister as other people have. So I understand the pressures and so 

on that are placed. For ins~ance, last year we had a problem with 

Cartwright. and _national radio. And I feel verv strongly that Cartwright 

w:as _talking about the problems on _national radio without 

even talking to the minister about it or without even sending a letter 

asking for funds, even waiting for a refusal to come from the minister. 

They started shouting about the refusal to spend money without even 

asking for the money in the first place. And I think that somehow or other 

people have got to be told bluntly and straightforwardly that this kind 

of attitude and so on will get them nowhere, that they have got to co

operate to a certain extent. And if they feel after they have tried 

their part that they are getting nowhere, then, fine, open up if you wish 

to. But you have got to go through channels first and attempt it first. 

I would think that these are the two main 

points. I certainly feel strongly about the airstrip business that 

I mentioned. I hope that the minister can make some reasonable 

announcement. It is disastrous. It is terrible. I, for instance, 

have been in this House since Easter. I have not seen my wife or my 

daughter since Easter. And the pure problem is that I can get to 

Goose Bay on a ,Friday, but I cannot promise to get into Nain on 

a Saturday or ·a Sunday or a Monday or a Tuesday or a Wednesday. And 

even if I did get in, I could be stuck there and not get out again. 

I have missed many meetings. For instance, if I am coming to a meeting, 

I have got to leave three or four or five days ahead of time to be sure 

to get ~o a meeting. And so with the result that this type of 

activity is not good. We dislike it intensely. It creates this 

isolation that we are living in, and it makes it very hard on people 

living there. And I feel very strongly about it that if we had this 

programme of airstrips then - not for my convenience, but I would like to 
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get home, too - the general public travelling and so on 

could travel safely, comf~rtably i n _ getting to these communities. 

And these communities would start to feel a part of the Province 

if they could manage to travel more and travel more in safety 

and reliability • So I state these two things to the minister. 

In communications, I will not go into it. 

I think we have dealt with that very well, the telephone company 

and the PU Board, and I do not see any point in raising that 

here. There have been tremendous advances in communications. 

But in the transportation field, I would like to see a real big 

push put on an airstrip programme for the Labrador Coast. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Transportation and 

Communications. 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Chairman, to respond to five or six 

members of the Opposition and their comments, I made 

notes of their comments and listened attentively to what they had 

to say. So I will comment briefly for maybe fifteen minutes 

or so on the comments made. Then I would like to take the suggestion ' 

that was made by my friend from Fogo that maybe we could go through 

the estimates item by item and we could have questions on the various 

headings and comments. 

Mr. Chairman, my hon. friend from Port au 

Port (Mr. J. Hodder) made some comments to the fact that it seemed 

that I finally have seen the light with regards to recognizing 

what Ottawa is contributing to this Province with regards to overcoming 

our transportation needs. I would like to review that in the 

other direction. I think that Ottawa is finally recognizing our 

needs, and not that I am finally seeing the light. I mentioned 

when I introduced the estimates that I was outspoken for awhile 

as minister condemning the - even to a point of condemning sometimes 

the policies - not the individual - the policies of the federal 

government and the federal minister with regards to transportation. 

But I think it was justified at that time. And over the last six, seven 

months we have seen substantial changes in attitude and I am pleased 
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with the changes, especially with regards to the transportation 

policies outlined by YIIY counterpart in Ottawa, the Honourable 

Otto Lang. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: Are we to take this as a hint that 

the hon. miniSter might be moving to Ottawa following Jack Horner. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. MORGAN: No, Mr. Chairman., 

MR. SMALLWOOD: No? 

MR.. MORGAN: No, no! I am quite contented where I am. 

Mr. Chairman, I feel we are making substantial 

progress,in reply to the hon. gentleman from Port au Porttwith 

regards to Ottawa. For example, last year, we assigned a two year 

agreement for secondary roads in the Province amounting to 
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MR. MORGAN: $38 million. Now I am not going to 

say that credit shotild not go to certain ministers in particular. 

I want to point out that I feel the han. Don Jamieson, Newfoundland's 

representative in the federal Cabinet, has been very influential and 

I am sure all Newfoundlanders recognize that he is a very influential 

minister on the federal scene and he is doing his best for this 

Province. And he was influential in assisting this Province and it 

has to be said. And I think it reflects on the present administration 

as well that we can work in co-ordination with the present govern-

ment in Ottawa, with a different political stripe,and get the thin~s 

done that we hav~ been getting done for the past couple or three years. 

I can referiDa$38 million DREE agreement which was signed last year, 

and fortunately it means lots of employment in regards to the road 

building industry and a large number of miles of road reconstructed 

and paved last year and this year under the DREE agreement. The 

Transportation Commission of Inquiry is again an example of 

co-operation between two levels of government. The studies carried 

out by Communications is an example of federal/provincial co-operation 

between two levels of government. 

I agree that the Trans-Canada Highway, 

as mentioned by the bon. member from Port-au-Port (Mr. Hodder),is the 

responsibility of the Newfoundland government with regards to maintenance 

of the highway, but I am sure he recognizes as all of us do that with 

the limited revenues we have and the limited tax base that we have in 

the Province we simply cannot afford to carry out the necessary upgrading 

required on that major network in our Province, that major transportation 

system, the Trans-Canada Highway. And that is the reason why we were 

depending, and we did not - patience, I guess, is a virtue and we have 

been patient over the past number of months awaiting a decision from 

Ottawa on this matter, but it took considerable work. We carried out 

studies with regard to the tractor-trailer movements and the trucking 

activities across the Province and we had the officials down - the senior 

engineers came down and travelled the Trans-Canada Highway at my request-

· 91.oo 
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MR. MORGAN: and numerous meetings between the 

officials and the ministers concerned on this matter. But finally, 

we are making progress. 

One point which is very well taken with 

me, made by my friend from Port au Port (Mr. Hodder} and that is the 

need for - he talked about maintenance - our maintenance operations. 

He mentioned he felt the need for some communications systems to be 

established in our vehicles used on the highways. And I am inclined 

to agree with him, and this is something we are looking at for the 

future~ the possibility of establishing radio-telephone systems or 

some kind of communication system between the depots and the equipment 

out in the field. Last winter, in fact, for the first time ever we 

established this kind of a system on the Northern Peninsula, where we 

-
experience severe winter weather conditions, and we established radio-

telephone systems between the vehicles and the depots. So this point 

is well taken and I am hoping that in the future we can obtain the 

necessary funds to have this programme brought into effect in the 

Province. 

My friend from Fogo (Capt. Winsor) 

mentioned a number of matters primarily with regards to the Highways 

and Bridges Division. He mentioned in particular the use of this 

liquid calcium dust control measure and he mentioned that he is quite 

pleased with the results of this kind of action taken by the department. 

And he mentioned as well that he felt that this should be emphasized on 

roads where fish is produced and where the raw product or the manufactured 

product is trucked over these roads. And that, Mr. Chairman, has been 

put forward to me by my colleague, the Minister of Fisheries and we have 

discussed this considerably. And in fact, this year we intend to 

emphasize - I mentioned earlier, we have now got tenders called to use 

this dust control measure on approximately 350 miles of road throughoutthe 

Province. And we will be giving emphasis to those roads where fish plants 

are operating and where fish is being trucked daily. But of course, we 

will also be giving emphasis to roads - the main roads through communities 
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MR. MORGAN: where people are residing. So this 

recommendation of my friend from Fogo (Capt. Winsor) is a good point 

and also agreed to 
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by the administration, and particularly my colleague, the Minister 

of Fisheries. 

The member for Lewis~orte (Mr. White) mentioned 

statements this morning made by my former colleague in the House 

of Assembly here, and now the member of Parliament, Mr. Crosbie, 

for the St. John's West Riding. I would like to indicate to the 

House that what Mr. Crosbie has to say is his own view~ he is not 

speaking on behalf of the Department of Transportation and 

Communications, he is not speaking on behalf of the Newfoundland 

Administration -

MR. SMALLWOOD: Show a little more -

MR. MORGAN: He is expressing his own views. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Show a little more res~ect when using his name. 

MR. MORGAN: He is expressing his own views, Mr. Chairman, and 

the hon. gentleman for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) will have his chance 

to take part in the debate. 

MR. SMALLVJOOD: 

~iR. MORGAN: 

Sure. 

I am replying to statements made, I do not know 

whether the hon. gentleman was in the House at the time or not, by 

the member for Lewisporte. He said that the fact that we are 

commencing negotiations, and I would refer to them as very, very crucial 

negotiations on a cost-sharing form for the upgrading of the 

Trans-Canada Highway, that Mr. Crosbie indicated publicly that he 

felt the Province of Newfoundland would accept the 75-25. Well again, 

all I am saying is that Mr. Crosbie was not speaking for the Department 

of Transportation and Communications, and was not speaking for the 

government, but speaking his own views. But I am sure Mr. Crosbie's 

contribution to Newfoundland politics, and Newfoundland public life 

is well appreciated by all of us in the House of Assembly, and we know -

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. MORGAN: 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

Not all. Not all. 

Most of us. 

It is not unanimous. 

--91.63 
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MR. MORGAN: Most member of the House of Assembly, we know we 

are going to hear lots of them in the future. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

lot. 

Yes. That part is right. We will hear a 

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Chairman, one point as well which was 

put forward by my friend from Lewisporte, which has been a concern 

of mine, and I am sure now the concern of - it has been for the 

last while - the officials in the department, and that is that of 

paved roads. For example we seem to emphasize and have been 

emphasizing over the years the maintenance of gravel roads, where 

we have potholes and rough driving conditions and we very seldom 

lay emphasis on paved roads, roads which have been paved over the 

years, and sometimes that that road deteriorates to a point where 

it does need maintenance, and the hon. gentleman for Lewisporte (Mr. 

White) mentioned Junction Road where s.ubstantial amounts of gas 

and oil are trucked from Lewisporte now into Gander, and this 

increased trucking activity is causing deterioration of that 

paved road. 

It is our plan in the department,in fact commencing 

this year,to emphasize more on pavement maintenance. I have looked 

at operations in the Province of Nova Scotia, and also I talked 

to my counterpart and his offici~ls in New Brunswick, and they have 

a substantial programme there of asphalt maintenance or pavement 

maintenance, recapping etc. and resurfacing of paved roads. And I 

think no~1 with the fact that we have 2,800_ miles of paved road in 

our Province that it is time for us to start emphasizing on the 

maintenance of these roads we have already paved, and to make sure 

that they ·stay in good condition. So that point, Mr. Chairman, made 

by the member for Lewisporte is a point well taken. 

The same gentleman brought forward the view, his 

view on matters pertaining to the ferry services, and one of them 

being in·his own riding, the ferry service to Change Islands. That 

has been a point of some controversy over the past number of months 

and he has laid some of the blame with us here in the Province, the 
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fact that we have not commenced negotiations. Well I would like to 

point out him that and to the House the reason why we have not 

commenced negotiations. We have been adamant that these ferry 

services have been the responsibility of the federal government since 

Confederation, and we feel that the services should continue to 

be subsidized by the federal government, in fact, the facilities 

improved and upgraded by the federal government. But their attitude 

has been- and when I say they, the federal minister and the federal 

government - clearly pointed out towards this matter in the 

Province of British Columbia where they removed all of the subsidizies 

on these operations of these kind of ferry services to isolated or 

semi-isolated communities, and said to the Province here, Take it over. 

So this matter has not been negotiated with the federal level of 

government. 

However,based on the fact that the hon. Otto Lang 

is continuing the subsidization of these ferries, and has told us this 

for one year more only, and 'his was told to us shortly before five 

of the contracts for the ferry services operators expired, the end 

of March of this year, just before that, two days prior to that we 

received a telegram from the Federal Minister, Mr. Lang,saying~that he 

will continue to subsidize for one more year)but he wanted to commence 

negotiations to, in his terms, have the Province of Newfoundland 

have some financial input into the operations of these ferries. I have 

not announced this before but I am saying it today for the benefit of 

my friend from Lewisporte (Mr. White) who is concerned over the 
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service to Change Islands that we will be starting discussions 

and negotiations with the fede~al government, because they 

seem to be adamant. They do want to get out of these services, 

and they want to have the Province involved financially, and 

I feel that we have no choice. But we are going to get involved 

with discussions and negotiations in the immediate future with the 

federal government with regards to these ferry services and 

with regards to the need for upgrading of the facilities. I 

understand that the federal cabinet has approved $3.7 million 

to improve marine ferry landings and terminals in the Province, 

and I am hoping that one of these projects out of that amount of 

funds will be the Changs Islands ferry terminal, both on the South 

end of Change Islands, at the end of a new road built by the taxpayers 

of the Province here, and at the end of a new road to be constructed 

to a place known as Farewell on the mainland side, if you wish, on 

this side of that operation. 

So I am hoping that in co-operation 

with the MP for the area and with my friend from Lewisporte 

(Mr. White) that we can get these terminals built this year out to 

Change Islands and get an adequate ferry service established. But 

it is~I am sure,a major concern to all the residents of Change Islands 

and indeed to the member concerned. 

The same hon. gentleman mentioned the use 

of helicopters, and he felt that the helicopters used by the 

department were being abused. I would like to say that the 

helicopters are under contract with Universal Helicopters. We have 

seven of them, and- these are used by the various departments. They 

come under Air Services in the Department of Transportation and 

Communications. However~authorization to use any of these aircraft, 

whether it be the King Air or a helicopter, can be authorized by any 

minister, and he can authorize the use of that for himself or for 

any of his officials in the department. And that, of course, also includes 
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in this case in our Province - we felt that the Leader of the 

Opposition was entitled to this same right. So he can use 

the King Air aircraft. He can receive authorization. Just make 

the request to the department concerned - in this case to me the 

minister - and request the use of the plane. And he has never 

been refused use of the plane for any reason that he feels is 

necessary to carry out his duties as Leader of the Oppasition. 

But I would like to outline to the 

hon. gentleman who made that charge that with regards to the 

helicopter contract, that we have seven helicopters. They are Bell 

type helicopters on a contract with Universal. And he mentioned 

why the amount. Well, we have a contract for 5,600 hours for 

seven helicopters, ana the amount of the low bid 

was $247 per hour. That is what they cost to operate. And 

we have a contract with them for 5,600 hours and seven helicopters 

comes to a total of $1.3 million for that contract. And the 

helicopters we have are not just for the use of ministers. In fact 

ministers~as far as I know, Mr. Chairman, especially when the House of 

Assembly is in session, there is only one helicopter available to 

ministers and that is the one in St. John's, and that is used 

on many occasions when the minister is in the House of Assemby, 

and his time is limited. He has to get out to a meeting and get 

back in fast time, and he used a helicopter for transportation. 

Regarding the- hel-icopter~ the.re is one based 

at St. John's which is ¥ear round for use of various departments of 

government with priority given to air ambulance service. And 

I mentioned in my opening remarks this morning that last year 

the helicopters airlifted 189 patients to the hospitals throughout 

the Province, and I .think this is a very worth-while service indeed. 

MR. WHITE: 

Mr. Chairman? 

MR. MORGAN: 

Would the bon. minister permit a question, 

Yes, sure. 

.. · 9167 
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MR. WHITE: 'ie outlined the expenditure there for 

helicopter use, $1.5 million, but. just below that there is 

another heading for_ $290,000 Which is for helicopters as well. 

I wonder if he could·tell us what that is all about? 

MR.. MORGAN: Helicopter charter. 

MR. WHITE: Yes. 

Mr. Chairman, at the same time maybe 

the minister could tell us whether or not any other companies 

besides Universal is used at all by the government? 
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MR. MORGAN: Mr Chairman, I was hoping we would get down to 

asking specific questions on the different headings but I will 

answer this question now. The other heading,which is 1708-03-64 

Special Helicopter Charters,that is a contract mainly in connection 

with the budworm spraying this year, ~he budworm spray prograiimle, 

and we have a contract there for 667 hours. When I say we, I mean the 

government,and it is operated mainly for forestry and wildlife 

reasons and this here is what we call additional to the contract 

and the rate is $300 per hour.Now that is with Universal. Now 

this year - we called tenders recently for - we called tenders just 

recently,in fact about two months ago,for a helicopter to be 

stationed and used exclusively by the Department of Forestry in 

the Goose Bay-Happy Valley area,or for the Labrador area,if you 

wish,but based in Happy Valley.We called tenders and there were 

two bids received, one from Universal Helicopters and one from 

Sealand Helicopters,a locally based firm here in Newfoundland. 

MR. WHITE: 

HR. HORGAN: 

the company. 

MR. WHITE: 

~1R. MORGAN : 

Mr. Dobbin's firm is it? 

Well,Mr. Dobbin,! understand,is a shareholder of 

With a major share. 

Who the company is is not my concern. They are 

a reputable company, they have men with them who have experience 

in the operation of helicopters, etc., and they are a locally 

established firm and they bid and their bid was the lowest and 

was accepted by government and they were awarded the contract. 

But that helicopter will be used exclusively for the Department 

of Forestry in the Happy Valley-Labrador area. 

:iR. WHITE: How much is that one for? 

HR. MORGAN: The amount of the contract I have not - I will 

get the information for the hon.gentleman. But on the helicopters, 

Sir, we have one based in St. John's- thisis the seven on the 

contract from Universal- we have one based in St. John's, two 

based at Gander, one based at St. Alban's, two based at Pasadena, 
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}~. MORGk~: -the one based at Pasadena, by the way, is also primarjly 

for the use by Air Ambulance Service in the western part of the 

Province- one based at Bishop Falls, which is used exclusively 

by the Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Corporation,and one 

based at Goose Bay which is used by all departments in the 

Labrador region. So that is the distribution of our seven 

helicopters under charter,which means when the House of ASsembly 

is in session there is only one helicopter in town that ministers 

can use anyway and the rest of them are used throughout the 

Province. 

I do agree,and in fact I not only agree but I say that these 

helicopters should not be abused by means of individual use by 

ministers and I am convinced that they are not abused. The 

hon.gentleman referred to ·one case where the Minister of Social 

Services travelled to Central Newfoundland 

NR. \.JHITE: I could name a dozen. 

1-:!R.. }fORGAN: and used a helicopter. 

MR. WHITE: I can name a dozen. 

MR. MORG~~: Well if there are complaints of that nature - but 

I checked into it when the question was asked in the House at that 

time about the use of the helicopter into Central Newfoundland 

to appear on an Open Line show.And the minister did in fact travel 

to Central Newfoundland by helicopter,but he did meet with the 

senior staff of his department in Central Newfoundland the same 

day
1 

and that was a very worthwhile reasonl to use a helicopter. 

He had to get back to the House shortly after and I see no reason 

why the minister could not take a helicopter, fly into Central 

Newfoundland, sit down to meetings with his senior staff in 

that region - no reason whatsoever why he should not use a 

helicopter. Now if it happened to be a coincidence that he appeared 

on an Open Line show while in Central Newfoundland to talk to the 

general public,there is nothing wrong with that, nothing whatsoever 

in my view. But if there are abuses of the helicopters by the 
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MR.. MORG.AJ.~ : ministers I am sure that the opposition people who 

are aware of these,or anybody else_-:__ I am not aware of any 

abuses -but if there are abuses I will be only too pleased 

to discuss these abuses with the individual people who have 

these complaints. 

MR. S 0010NS : Would the minister yield? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR. S 'lliMONS : Could I just get a -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! I recognize the han. member for 

Trinity-Bay de Verde. 

MR. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, I shall be very brief. A number of 

members in committee stage have brought to the attention of 

the Minister of Transportation and Communications some of the 

problems with respect to transportation in their districts.I 

know my friend and colleague from Eagle River certainly has a 

terrific and a tremendous problem with respect to transportation 

in his particular district,and the same goes for other members 

such as the member for Lewisporte.And indeed the district that 

I had the honour representing,St. Barbe North,had and still has 

and the Northern Peninsula in general has a lot of work to be 

done to bring certain roads and highways up to the 

level compared to other parts of the Province. And when you 

compare a lot of the paving that exist in Trinity-Bay de Verde 
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you may not feel that there is any great need for ~oad work 

in that particular district. But on a relative basis the needs 

for upgrading and paving of roads in Trinity - Bay de Verde 

on a relative basis are not quite as high on the priority list 

obviously as some other districts on the South Coast, Northern 

Newfoundland and in Labrador. None the less, Sir, certain commitments 

have been made by the administration and by ministers over the 

last few years that I should bring to the attention of the 

Minister of Transportation and Communications 

One,Sir, is the fac.t that several weeks a~o I oresented ll netition to the 

House of Assembly on behalf of the residents of New Harbour, Hopeall, 

Greens Harbour and Whiteway, and that petition called for the 

uprgrading and paving of the road from New Harbour to Spaniard's Bay. 

And the prayer of the petition, Sir, contained this phrase, that 

if paving cannot be achieved this year or in the foreseeable future 

that the people in the Southern part of Trinity - Bay de Verde 

would certainly appreciate the upgrading of the road from New Harbour 

to Spaniard's Bay. And the reason is this, Sir. It is only a short 

distance, about twelve miles across . the Peninsula, and the people 

obviously want a ~wo way street, a two way highway, they want to get 

back and forth from Conception Bay, Trinity Bay, both ways. But 

the real and most important reason, Sir, is this, that at the time 

that the administration - I think this goes back to the previous 

administration - at the time that they were trying to decide the 

location for the hospital in that area, which turned out to be Carbonear, 

the people of Trinity South, that district then, now Trinity - Bay de Verde, 

the people in the Southern part of Trinity Bay agreed with and sup?orted 

the concept of having the hospital built in Carbonear with one provision, 

and that provision was that the road from New Harbour to Spaniards Bay 

would be upgraded and paved. Because now the situation is this; if the 

people in the Southern part of Trinity South, Trinity Bay South, if 

the people in the Southern part of Trinity Bay want to get to the 
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Carbonear Hospital they have to drive North through heavily 

populated areas~ ~he highway runs_througQ every co~unity on the South 

part of Trinity Bay, through ten or fifteen communities.- the 

people have to drive North to Heart's Content, over the Heart's 

Content barrens and then down South to the Carbonear Hospital 

on the Conception Bay side,which is again heavily populated and 

a distance of some forty or fifty miles. 

Now I would submit, Sir, that although 

the minister has a priority list and there are many areas of the 

Province that badly need upgrading and paving of the highways, 

that the minister should honour the commitment. And I believe, 

Mr. Chairman, himself would agree with me when the people of 

Trinity South agreed with the concept of the hospital going to 

Carbonear it was on the basis that that road would indeed be upgraded 

and paved. And in fact when I presented the petition to the House 

of Assembly the minister did not reply to it. He did not support 

it nor did he speak against it, of course. But I have since received 

correspondence from the minister in which he states that that 

particular road, which is one of the oldest unpaved roads,by the 

way,on the Avalon Peninsula, if not the oldest, indicated to me 

that that road is not on the priority list. But I would just like 

to remind the minister that when the hospital was built in Carbonear 

the people were given the definite impression - I have not been able 

to find anything in writing - but it is widespread knowledge throughout 

Trinity South area that once the Carbonear Hospital was built that 

that road would be upgraded and paved. And I would like to indicate 

to the minister, Mr. Chairman, that if the minister cannot pave 

that road this year or ' 
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next year or the following year that the people understand the 

economic situation of the Province, and would be willing to go along 

with some upgrading of that road so that they can get across very 

quickly to the Carbonear Hospital, and probably some calicum 

chloride, I think, it is commonly referred to as liquid calicum, 

but it is calicum chloride which is a chemical which attracts water 

a~d consequently a dust problem is cut out on a road. But if that 

road was upgraded and some calicum chloride put on it would satisfy 

the people of the Trinity South area. 

So I would like to remind the minister, Mr. Chairman, 

that this was a commitment, and although it may not be on the top 

of the minister priority list we must remember that commitments are 

commitments, and they should be followed up and dealth with along 

these lines. 

The second point that I would like to mention to the 

minister, Mr. Chairman, is a promise that was made to upgrade and 

pave what is commonly called the Custer's Head Road in Rant's Harbour 1 

and this road is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Highways. 

And I would just like to mention that a former minister of the Crown, 

the minister who represented Rural Development, and the minister who 

represented Trinity South, and it was Trinity South, did have in black - . . 

and white in his election pamphlet, stated in black and t..rhite, Hr. Jim 

Reid, did have in black and white, it is here in my drawer now, that 

the Custer's Head Road would be upgraded and paved by September 30, 

1975. The Custer's Head Road is one side the- okay Hknt's Harbour 

is like any typical harbour. It is on the Northeastern side of 

Rant's Harbour. And it was an election promise in print delivered to 

every household not only in Rant's Harbour but throughout the district 

that this road would be upgraded and paved before September 30, 1975, 

and, of course, not only has the road not been paved, but it has not 

been sufficiently ungraded. And I would just like to bring this 

very briefly to the attention of the minister, and I am sure he is 

--· 91.74 
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aware of it, that although there are probably heavier priorities 

throughout the Province that when a commitment is made it should be 

followed up with action. And these two matters that I have brought 

to the attention of the minister would not be a significant cost 

to the De~artment of Transportation and Communications because I 

will indicate once again to the minister in case he misunderstood 

me that the people of Trinity South would be more than happy to see 

the upgrading of that road from New Harbour to Spandiard's Bay 

if they cannot indeed get the paving, and I know the paving project 

would obviously cost a great deal of money, but while we are waiting 

for the economy to pick up a bit, I would submit to the minister that 

he ~11ould honour a commitment if that road was upgraded, which is not 

a very great request, but as has been made by a number of communities 

in Trinity South area, and also the commitment made in an election 

brochure to have about a mile or so of pavement in the Custer's 

Head Road , in Rant's Harbour, that commitment should as well be 

kept. 

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG): The hon. member for the Bay of Islands. 

MR. L. WOODROW: Mr. Chairman, I would like to have a few words 

on this very important portfolio, namely the Department of 

Transportation and Communications. I would like to say on the outset 

that there always seems to be more friendly and informal atmosphere 

when we are talking in Committee stage. It seems to be altogether 

different from talking as it were when the House is in full regalia~ 

as the saying goes. 

So I would like, and I do this not because I am sitting 

on the government side, but I do it because I am convinced that the 

Minister of Transportation and Communications is a very hard working 

minister. And I feel that I should at the outset congratulate him 

and his staff 
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MR. WOODROW: on the excellent work that they have 

done in this department. And there is one thing that I can say about 

the minister and that is that he replies, and replies promptly,to his 

correspondence. This is no reflection, by the way, on any other 

minister. I . am speaking about this hon. minister now and I am giving 

credit now where credit is due. 

MR. COLLINS: Why does not the hon. member say that 

all the ministers are a good bunch? 

MR. WOODROW: Well, in fact, I can add that also. 

However, I will be speaking about the Minister of Health on some other 

occasion and I certainly will then have the privilege of congratulating 

him. 

It is not only one district that the 

minister has to deal with, but there are fifty-one districts in the 

Province of Newfoundland and Labrador and I heard somebody refer to 

the district of Eagle River. No doubt there are many major problems in 

this district and perhaps because of the vastness of the district, so 

I am sure that the minister is giving this district even more consider-

ation and more thought than maybe other districts in the Province. 

Now, I should as a member from the 

Western team perhaps confine my remarks to the West Coast of the 

Province and,of course, a few remarks about my own district as well. 

Maybe again speaking about the bon. minister,. a little more I think 

than a year ago he made a trip to my district and went over both sides 

of the Bay of Islands with me. 

DR. FARRELL: We paved all that the year before. 

MR. ~~OODROW: Yes, right. And I notice he has been 

out in the district -

DR. FARRELL: Do not give him too much credit. 

MR.. WOODROW: - in the district of Humber East and 

Humber West and in the Bay of Islands -

DR. FA..lliillLL: We paved it all the year before. 

MR. WOODROW: - several times since and there was a 
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MR. WOODROW: great rapport with him, and the various 

- what is the word? - depots,as you say - I think depot is the word -

in the districts of the West Coast. In fact, I have yet to hear anybody 

say anything detrimental about him. All I hear is that the minister is 

a very, very hard-working individual. 

And I have here - I am not going to just 

bore the House with statistics, because I think action speaks louder 

than words - but I have here some of the work that was done. In fact, 

in 1975 on both sides of the Bay of Islands in the Bay of Islands district -

and in fac~, really, the work,to say the least,is remarkable. 

I perhaps may be a bit more fortunate than 

maybe some other members, and of course, members in urban districts - not 

probably as fortunate as the member for Gander (Mr. Collins), you know. I 

do not know whether he has all the roads paved in his district or not. 

UR. COLLINS: 

MR. MORGAN: 

MR. WOODROW: 

SOHE HON. :t:1ElffiERS: 

MR. WOODROW: 

All paved without a hitch. 

He has them all paved. 

Yes, right. 

~h, oh! 

Yes. In any case, I am very fortunate in 

saying that the road from one end of the district to the other is paved -

that is the main highway - and we were fortunate last year in receiving 

$210,000 for a recapping job on the north shore of the Bay of Islands from 

Ballam bridge down to Cox's Cove. And on the south shore - I do not want 

to forget the hon. member from Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood). he probably 

thinks I am forgetting him sometimes, but I am not• 

MR. SMALLWOOD: No, no. 

MR.. WOODROW: In fact, I remember 1966 how that grand 

bit of pavement - ten miles of pavement from Cooks Brook to Frenchman's 

Cove was paved.· It was really a marvellous job,I must say, and I have to 

give credit where credit is due. I have mentioned it many times and I am 

going to k~ep on mentioning it. 

Now, also last year - last summer - we had 
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a road called the Shoreline Road in Halfway Point, this ro&d was 

paved also at a cost of $35,000. And I am very grateful in fact 

to the minister .- very grateful to the administration for having 

this work done. And I want to say that I have approached him, I 

have approached,in fact,the minister many times about the needs 

of my district, and I hope to keep on doing it in the future. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Would the hon. member -

MR. WOODROW: Yes. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: - excuse me. -I wanted to hear his speech, 

but I have just been called out, and I have to go. 

MR. WOODROW: Yes, fine. Thank you very much! hon. member. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Thank you. 

MR. WOODROW: I would like especially to say a word about the 

district director, Mr. Wes Roberts over in Deer Lake, a good man. 

I must say I found him and all his staff over there to be very 

co-operative. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Tell us about him. 

MR. WOODROW: Yes, indeed I am going to sort of come to that 

when I mention sn~w clearing. I even have a copy of the equipment here 

as well. 

!''R. RIDEOUT: Press on. 

MR. WOODROW: Well the hon. member should realize that snow clearing 

over on the West Coast of the Province, I do not know about his area 

in Baie Verte, but 'it is no easy job from Deer Lake over to Port aux 

Basques. 

YP.. RIDEOUT: Or on the Northern Peninsula. 

~. WOODRmv: Well yes. Right. But in any case that is something 

I want to speak about is snow clearing. The ~inister was mentioning 

earlier -in the beginning of his speech about new depots, and relocations 

and so on of other depots, and I feel, and really I say this very 

sincerely,that the minister and his staff are not, will 

we say,moving a depot or building a depot just because they had a 

dream about it. I think they are doing it after giving a lot of 

consideration. And I have to offer him congratulations for the new 
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depot that was built in Wild Cove last Winter, last Summer, I suppose, 

or last year, at a cost of $85,000, and this is employing sixty-

five people, and this obviously includes four mechanics. And it is 

naturally putting a lot of dollars into the hands of the people 

not only in the Bay of Islands district, but in fact in the districts 

of Humber East, Humber West and Humber Valley as well. 

Now snow clearing on the West Coast, especially in 

the Comer Brook- Bay of Islands area, I will guarantee you it is 

not any easy task. I was only talking recently with the city manager 

of Comer Brook and he advised me that they had something like 

~250,000 allocated for snow clearing in the Comer Brook area as 

well, and in fact they had gone away beyond this. In ~act, I suppose, 

to give Comer Brook City, and of course when I speak of Corner Brook 

City. I am speaking about a part of my district, because the urban 

part of my district is in the City of Corner Brook, to give them 

proper sno~v clearing like you have here in the City of St. John's, for 

example, to remove the snow from the sidewalks and so on, and have 

the snow trucked away, and believe it or not people are asking for 

those things, I suppose it would cost well over $500,000 or $600,000 

for the year. Of course this does not directly have 

anything to do with the Department of Transportation and Gommunications. 

But we had a very hard year, a hard _winter 1 I should say 7 

in the Bay of Islands district last year; in fact, I kept in close 

contact with both foremen, the foreman on the North Shore of the 

Bay of Islands district, and on the South Shore of the Bay of Islands 

district, 
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MR. L. WOODROW: 

and I know some of the problems,and not only the problems 

but I know some of the dangers that they expose themselves to, 

not only the foremen but the crews as well, and they worked admira~ly 

on the snow clearing last year. Now we get complaints naturally -

in fact people want instant action - but what in the name of God 

can you do about it. And if an emergency comes there is always 

we say some piece of equipment sent right away. It could be to get 

a person to a hospital or something. And I must congratulate 

the minister on this because when I mention this I am speaking of 

the many trips made by helicopters taking patients to and from 

various parts of the Province~sick people. So it is nice to 

know that there is such compassion; and mercy and understanding 

in this department. 

I recall - some people in fact like to 

recall things that have happened - but I recall in 1960 there 

was a patient to be taken to the hospital in Corner Brook, in 

Benoit's Cove, and it took seven pieces of equipment. It was 

called the Department of Highways then. It took equipment from 

Murphy's; it took equipment from Lundrigan's, equipment from the 

City of Corner Brook. In fact there was a fierce storm on down 

there but thank God we got the patient to the hospital. When they 

got to my house in Corner Brook I started dishing out the coffee 

to them. 

AN HON.MEMBER: What else? 

MR. WOODROW: There would not be anything else at the time. 

You would not offer them anything else. It would be unfair. 

MR. ROWE: Coffee to the patient. 

MR. WOODROW: Coffee to the patient and coffee to the 

drivers as well, eh? 

Now in the field of maintenance as well, 

I realize how much it takes today in fact in operating hospitals • 

The hon. Minister of Health realizes today that it is not the building 

of the hospital so much as the maintenance of it. 

MR. COLLINS: The operation of it. 
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MR. WOODROW: Yes, the operation of it. And I am sure that 

this applies to the Department of Transportation and Communications 

as well, and, of course, bridges and the like. l got to admit 

that if anything happened in the district - in fact I have seen 

bridges broken down through storms and the like - there is always a 

Bailey bridge or something on hand to replace the damaged one 

until a new is able to be constructed. And in general I have to 

thank the minister and his staff for matters of this nature, and 

I am speaking especially now of my own district. 

To say that we have 2,800 miles of 

paved road now in the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador is 

indeed something to be really proud of. And I understand that 

last year $4 million was spent on equipment, and I believe that 

$5 million will be spent on it this year. And I am sure that the 

minister has been happy with this. In fact he probably would love 

to have twice as much meney to spend on it. But I certainly would 

like in fact to emphasize that Corner Brook - and I am speaking 

about Corner Brook, Bay of Islands and for that matter perhaps 

I could include the districts further West, like Stephenville, 

Port au Port and St. George's -that we are really over there 

living in a snow belt. In fact the past couple of years it has 

been terrible. But there were years in Corner Brook when there 

was hardly any snow at all. But the last couple of years it has 

been terrible, and I understand the forecasters to say that we are still going to 

have a few mpre hard years as far as snow is concerned. So I ~auld like to e~phasize -

:r:.m. MORGAN: I checked with the w~athe-rm::an ~"(!. he does 1.1ot 

agree vlith Y_OU. 

MR. WOODROW: I hop~ he does not. the han. minister. 

However, I would like to emphasize this 

to the minister,that sometimes if we are bothering him about 

snow clearing we are not bothering him because we want to, but 

we are bothering him because there is really a need. So anything done 

by way of getting more snow clearing equipment for the Western part of 

the Province 
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would certainly be appreciated by me and I feel 

all the members involved. I am sure the member from St. Barbe 

can speak for the needs - I do not know what - if there is much 

snow down there or what but I think it is equally as bad as in 

the Corner Brook area,I understand. So that is really one of 

the things I want to emphasize. I am certainly glad, I am glad 

that Ottawa has come along with $100 million, I believe it is. 

I heard the remarks made this morning by the member from St. 

John's West,is it?.And I think the intent of his remarks that 

he hoped it would be seventy-five/twenty-five and I feel sure 

he would like for it to be ninety/ten if at all pos-sible of 

course and I think that is the way it should be. And I 

raise my hands and say thanks be to God for this bit of money, 

in fact I think we are a Province of Canada now.'Many of our 

hon.gentlemen have travelled in the province of Quebec and 

Ontario and their roads and bridges are certainly a lot 

better than ours so I think as a sister province we are certainly 

entitled to it. And I hope that we will get more - not saying 

well "Oh the liberals in Ottawa have done this~' I do not care 

what party)whether it be NDP or PC or anything, I do not care 

who is up there.! think that we as a province of Canada,as one 

of the ten provinces we are certainly entitled to what we are 

getting from Ottawa and for that matter we are entitled to more. 

So I would like therefore to re-emphasize again my congratulations 

to the minister and I hope that he will keep up the good work and 

I realize once again that it is the place of the opposition -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please! 

MR. WOODROW: Thank you very much~ Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon.member for Port de Grave. 

MR. DAWE: It is one o'clock now. Could be call it one o'clock 

and we start again at tt-To. I have a few remarks to say for my district 

but I will not have time now. 

MR. CHAIFMAN: 

three o'clock. 

It being one o'clock I leave the Chair until 
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The Committee resumed at 3:00 p.m. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

If hen. members will permit 

me a moment; qn behalf of other members of the Committee 

I would like to welcome to the ·public galleries 

thirty-two students from Grade XI in Twillingate Central 

High in the charge of their teacher,~x. Colbourne. 

Perhaps I could point out to 

the students that although the House is sitting in Committee 

now, it is essentially the same as the House of Assembly, 

so we certainly welcome them here and hope that they will 

benefit from their experience. 

SOME HON. .MEr-ffiERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hen. the member for 

Twilling ate. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Mr. Chairman, if you will 

allow me I would like with great sorrow to announce to 

the ~ommittee the passing of a very great son of 

Newfoundland, n·at . only a great son, but a member of a 

very great Newfoundland family. This morning,at Grand 

Falls,Ken Goodyear died. I think he '\'Jas in his 83rd. 

year. He was a native, as the Committee may know, of 

Ladle Cove,where that family originated. He was one 

of seven brothers, I believe it was, seven brothers 

who served in World War I. 

I do not know how many of 

them were killed in that war. He was in the 1st. of 

July Drive, and he was one of the group of Newfoundland 

veterans of that July Drive that I led to France on the 

50th. Anniversary of that immortal action in World War I. 

Ken Goodyear was once the 

champion boxer, amateur boxer,of the British Empire. 

As a member of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment in England, 

he was a famous boxer and he won .the belt as the champion 

amateur heavyweight boxer of the British Empire. 
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He was, you might almost say, 

one of the founders of Grand Falls, the whole of the 

Goodyear family. He was the last of the family, I 

believe.to survive. Roland died about a year ago in his 

eighties. Josiah died, if I remember rightly, six or 

eight or ten years ago sitting in his chair: Hav~ng heard 

the radio and reading the evening newspaper just qui~~ly 

died, sitting in the chair in his living room. They were 

all in their eighties, close to their nineties. They 

were all huge men, big men. They were, all of the family, 

engaged in the logging industry. They were all connected 

with the pulp and paper industry. Most of them were soldiers. 

They were great Newfoundlanders, they were a great family . 
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Mr. Smallwood. 
. 

Ken Goodyear was a dear friend of mine, a personal friend, 

and it was a proud privilege to know him. I know that the 

· Minister of Industrial Develooment and Rural Development, 

who is the member for Grand Falls,will hear this news with 

great sorrow, because he could only be proud to represent 

such a man as Ken Goodyear. And I know that the Province, 

this Committee and outside the walls of this building, the 

people of Newfoundland,will hear and especially, of course, 

the veterans, those that are left of World War I, will • 
hear with real sorrow the death of a great Newfoundlander. 

MR.. CHAIRHA.I.'i : The hon. minister. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Chairman, it is with a great 

deal of sympathy and regret and feeling of sorrow that we 

on this side of the House and in government associate 

ourselves with the sentiments, the heart-felt sentiments 

and personal sentiments expressed by the member for Twillingate 

(Hr. Smallwood). I was not aware of the unfortunate passing of 

Mr. Ken Goodyear until moments ago, when the hon. member for 

Twillingate mentioned the fact on the way up on the elevator. 

I did not know Mr. Goodyear like the hon. member for Twillingate, 

who was a very close personal friend, and maybe almost not exactly 

in the same age group but certainly Newfoundlanders with great 

-
experience, but I did have the privilege for many years to 

know him. And I can recall quite a number of experiences, but 

the one that stands out in my mind was, on one occasion when 

I \>Tas in federal politics having returned from the House of Commons, 

he wanted to give me a little pat on the back,as it were,in the 

Newfoundland Hotel one day for some stand I was taking.-and I was 

telling the member for Twillingate - he just gave me a tap on the 

shoulder, and I do not believe I have ever gotten the better of it since. 
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Mr. Lundrigan. 

Anybody who knew Mr. Ken Goodyear would have known him as 

a tremendously strong and capable and determined leader, 

a person with a great deal of courage, very much of an 

ordinary human being in every sense of the word, no put on, 

no great airs of phony sophistication about him despite the 

fact that he ended up being one of the great founders of 

Grand Falls and one of its leaders in the business sense, 

in the community sense, and his sons and family of today 

follow in his footsteps. He was still a Ladle Cove man. 

He never lost his identification trlth the Notre Dame Bay 

community, Musgrave Harbour, Ladle Cove, all of the small 

communities along the coast where people always had a great 

deal of admiration for Ken Goodyear and, of course, he, too, 

for them. And today the people along the whole coast and 

throughout the whole Provin~e mourn his passing. It is 

unfortunate that we have to .find ourselves in this kind of 

a situation on numerous cases like we did last week with another 

great son. And it is very regrettable, because the generation 

of Ne~.rfoundlanders like Ken Goodyear.- were almost a unique 

breed of Newfoundlanders. They had a metal, a frabic, a kind 

of character which is maybe some'lvhat lost in today' s generation. 

They had different kinds of struggles. They adhered to the 

disciplines of the day and age whichallowed them to survive and 

prosper in very, verv difficult times. And the peoole of Grand Falls 

todav, every last person, feels regret at the passing of Ken Goodyear, 

and his age of eighty-three makes the passing no less mournful and sad. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

MR. DAWE: 

The hon. member for Port de Grave. 

Mr. Chairman, in discussing the 

Minister of Transportation and Communication's estimates, I would 

first like to go on record and record my personal thanks for the 

co-operation I have received from Mr. Gordon Barrett and his 

officials at the Birch Hills at Bay Roberts. I know the minister himself 
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MR. DAHE: 

is very familiar with this depot, and from TJiy general observatipu 

in travelling arpund the country, I think _yPu will find that it 

is one of the ~~st. __ ~~~~-~s . · 

-- 91.87 
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MR. DAi-lE: well-kept and efficient as you will 

find. The employees have been most co-o?erative with me. All during 

the winter months I had very little complaints with the problem of 

snow clearing in my district, and at all times when I called on the 

various officials and the employees there they were most happy to 

render what assistance possible. And I would like just to take these 

few minutes to record my thanks to them. 

And my reason, actually, in speaking in 

this estimate debate this afternoon, is to bring to the attention of 

the minister the need of my district. And in particular, I am going 

to spend some little time on stressing the need that I consider to 

have the Hodge Water Line section that is now not paved, to be paved 

and this would connect with the Trans-Canada Highway. The section left 

actually to be paved is about five and four-tenths of a mile. In this 

work very little real expensive work~ill be involved because most of 

the widening and straightening can be done with a bulldozer, as there 

is ready material available to fill in and to widen the road there. 

And we have~as you know~ Pennecon Construction Company located right 

in the immediate area and could provide paving, and the highway themselves 

have their own asphalt plant located at Springfield which is a distance 

of five miles away. 

But I would say, Mr. Chairman, if this 

road was once completed it would greatly relieve the traffic on the 

Roaches Line access road. It will be used not only by the people of 

Port de Grave district - it will be used by the travelling public from 

the lower section of Trinity South, Bay de Verde district, from the 

district of Carbonear and from the district of Harbour Grace. 

MR. MORGAN: It is more than five miles. 

MR. DAWE: Five and four-tenths. 

MR. MORGAN: Yes. 

MR. DAWE: And I would like at some time if the 

miriister could arrange a count to be taken on Roache's Line, and 

subsequently·, when the Hodgewater Line was completed a recount would 
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MR. DAWE: be made and I am sure that he would 

be greatly surprised in the amount of traffic that this would relieve 

from the Roache's Line. We all are familiar with Roache's Line, 

especially in wintertime. It is a very hazardous road - it is very 

narrow - and especially when the driving public meets with these 

large tractor-trailers that we meet and pass from time to time, it is 

very difficult I am sure to pass on the Roache's Line access road. 

It is very narrow and very little shoulder and it is really hazardous 

especially at wintertime. 

And for the benefit of the committee 

I have gone to the trouble just to point out ~d to enumerate some of 

the people who use this access road. I am going to refer now actually 

to the people who are in the.wholesale trade. And these are going to 

be household names that are well-known throughout Newfoundland. They 

are among the ·largest in the Province, ·and I am j ~t going to mention 

a few. These various wholesalers use ~his road actually in going back 

and forth to Bonavista Bay, to Trinity Bay, to St. Mary's Bay and to 

other points west on the Trans-Canada. And I am going to refer to 

now M. A. Powell Limited in Carbonear, and I understand they have a 

fleet of about seventy trucks themselves. Then we have Roach's Wholesale 

at Bay Roberts, we have Spencer's at Bay Roberts and we have Bishop's 

TVholesale. Then we have at Bay de Verde various fishing concerns j 

I am going to refer now to Quinlan Brothers~ since . they brin~ in a consider

able amount of fish through this section of the Trans-Canada Highway. 

We have Earle's Fisheries at Carbonear, Ocean Harvesters 

J 
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Mr. Dawe: 

at Harbour Grace, Bay Roberts Fisheries at Bay Roberts, George 

Daw& at Port de Grave: H. B. Dawe and Son at Cupids, and J. W. 

Hiscock at Brigus. And for the information of the Committee, 

probably people do not realize this~70 per cent of all salt fish 

produced and made for export in Newfoundland today is done through 

these plants. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Through what? 

MR. DAWE: Through these plants in Conception Bay. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That is Brigus, Cupids, Bay Roberts -

MR. DAHE: Bay Roberts, Carbonear, and Quinlan's. It is 

collected from the North East Coast, the South Coast, the West Coast, 

and all brought to these plants in salt bulk form, and this is 

where it is dried, and packaged, boxed, and made ~eady for market, 

70 per cent -

MR.. SMALLlvOOD: Would the hon. member yield for a moment2 

-
When he says salt bulk fish~ by that_term salt bulk; does he mPan 

cod fish which has been put in salt and not washed out, not washed 

out and not dried but brought to be washed out and then dried because 

there must be an awful lot of salt cod fish made around the Province 

that does not go to those plants. Would the hon. gentleman explain? 

UR. DAWE: lvell there is a certain amount in salt bulk, and there 

is a certain amount of different process, semi-dried, and dried to 

various stages, t ·do not know exactly to what extent, but they do bring 

in salt bulk fish right to these plants. They bring the fish to various 

stages of drying. But it all ends up in that part of Conception Bay 

~.,.here it is further processed, further dried, packaged 'and made ready 

for market, and it is all shipped out of that part of Conception Bay. 

MR. SMALUlOOD: Again t\Fould the hon. member allow me? Would he 

nut it this Hay3 that regardless of the state of the cod as. it arrives 

in those five plants in Coneeption Bay, all salt dried cod fish going 

out of the Province has gone through those plants? ... 
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~fF .• DAFE: Yes, that ivoule be correct, Hr. Chairman. 

PP_. ~.:,. CARTER: No. 

~~fF_. DAlVE: About 70 per cent. 

~·fR. SHALLHOOD: No? 

~m. ~T. CARTER: About 70 or 80 per cent, not all of it. 

~ffi. DA\·JE: I sa.y about 70 per cent. 

~1R. H. CAP.TER: They are drying it at Englee also. 

~·!R. DAm:: ------ I said about 70 per cent of all the fish is done 

at these five plants. They do -

!1R. SMALLHOOD: Hotv about . Port Union? Hhat hapPens there? 

HR. DA\VE: Actually, as you know, Fishermen Union Trading 

are no longer in business. Actually ~ve have loaded ourselves various 

shipment for ~~port. 

~ .. ffi.. S¥ALL't·1'00D : ~'1'hat about ~1ifflins at Catalina? 

~·!R. DA!.J'E : The only ports of call that I kno·H that the 

foreign ships make is Mifflins at Catalina~ Coley's Point and Bay 

Ro:-erts, cmd St. John's. 

~:-l RON. HE1-!BER: Three. 

mt. DA~iE: Three. 

:"ffi.. S:HALL h'OOD : The rest will be Pratt's in St. John's. 

• Pratt's here in St. John's and it is trucked 

to these three centres. Seventy per cent of all the salt fish -

~·'ffi. S¥ALL~JOOD: That is history. That is real Ne'i7foundland history. 

l'!R. DA~·JE : - it is produced in this part of Conception. Bay, as I say, 

then all this fiEh then is trucked over this part of the Trans-Canada, 

and it is actually four miles longer to go, say, from the Roaches Line 

access into the Trans-Canada than to go in through the 

Ecde~e~rater Line, and this Nould greatly facilitate the moving of 

t:,.is fis'l:l, and then as i ,7ell u~ have located over there as I :-entioned 

some of the -

HR. S~A.LUTOC'D: I am sure the han. member 1·l'ill not 1"lind again. 

It just occurs to me, the 'irhole of the South"::est Coast, is there no 

lon~er 2IlY salted, dried cod made on the South~vest Coast? And if 

so, ':vhere is that 1"1.ade? And froT1'1 ivhat export points is it exported to 

the markets? 

-' ' 91.91. 
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MR. DAWE: As I mentioned,from the Southwest Coast to the plant 

at Lawn, the people at Lawn. This is o~erated by H. B. Dawe of 

Cupids. 

Mit. SMALLWOOD: Yes. 

MR. DAHE: And that fish is brought from Lawn to Cupids to be 

furthe~ processed for export. 

As I say, we have in 

-- 91.92 
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Mr. Dawe. 

Conception Bay. some of the largest building supplying firms, 

and they are trucking lumber in from Trinity Bay, Bonavista Bay. 

They have Gyproc: coming in by these tractor trailers from 

Corner Brook, and I am just going to mention a few, as you know, 

Saunders and Howell in Carbonear~which is one of the largest in 

the Province, W. G. Garland at Carbonear, W. G. Garland at 

Harbour Grace, and then you have Mr. Josiah Lundrigan in Upper Island, 

Mark Gosse and Sen at Spaniard's Bay, John Bishop Limited at 

Bay Roberts, Robert Churchill and Son at Bay Roberts, William R. Parsons 

at Bay Roberts, and we have our friend, George Wilson, in Clarke's Beach. 

MR. NOLAN: What about Spencer. 

MR.. DAt-lE: That is John Bishop Limited. 

And there is such a concentration of 

these building supplies that I would say it is the largest per capita 

of any in the Province, and they would be bringing in millions and 

millions of feet of lumber and hundreds and hundreds of loads of 

Gyproc and other building materials which comes West on the Trans

Canada. Then we have at Mackinsons, Dawe's Concrete. They have 

nine mixing trucks. They supply ready mixed concrete to parts of 

Trinity Bay and parts of St. Mary's Bay, ~nd then they have a new 

plant, Finn's, open at Carbonear. And all the cement today is 

trucked from Corner Brook to thes·e locations in bulk form. It is 

trucked in bulk and comes into these places, and they have vacuum 

pumps that pump them out in big silos. There is no more bagging. 

It is carried in big, large container trucks and all of this 

tonnage is coming over this part of the Trans-Canada Highway. And 

if this road were paved they would use this rather than the Roaches 

Line. And I know one firm alone itself used about 10,000 tons of 

cement last year. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Would the hon. member make the bold claim 

that Conception Bay now has become Newfoundland's salt cod fish capital 

and Newfoundland's construction material capital? 

MR. RO~~=· I do not know about the capital. But I can 

say that seventy per cent of all the salt fish -

MR. SMALLWOOD: Well, that is capital • 

.c 91.93 
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MR.. DA t;.lf: : And they have a business firm; .as · 

I have already mentioned, for the ready mixed - I think they have 

the largest. I do not think Lundrigan's East or Concrete Products 

in St. John's has as many local mixing trucks as they have in 

Conception Bay. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Ten thousand tons of cement is about 

ten per cent of the production of the cement mill in Humber Mouth. 

MR. DAWE: They have a tremendous - they have nine 

trucks, continuous mixing trucks. And in the Summertime you have 

to wait two or three weeks to get your order of concrete. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: They are only one. 

MR. DAWE: And Finn's opened up in Carbonear last 

year. And then you have over in Placentia, Bill Hynes who has 

three t~cks in Placentia. And I think Lundrigan's. now have got 

a small branch at Clarenville. The amount of traffic over this 

road would just amaze you. 

And then speaking for. our own firm, 

we are actually in the salt business, we will be shipping out 

ourselves , going to the West Coast and Northeast Coast, the 

South Coast of Newfoundland, about 300,~00 bags of fisheries salt. 

This will be taken by tractor trailer. They will be using this -

MR. SMALLWOOD: All of it from Bay Robert's? 

MR. DAWE: All from Bay Robert's. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Three hundred thousand bags, plastic bags. 

MR. DAWE: Plastic bags. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Fisheries salt. 

It is the fisheries salt capital, the salt cod fish capital, the 

construction material capital. 

MR.. PECKFORD : 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. DAWE: 

Roaches Line? 

No, C~nception Bay. 

Oh! . I see. 

And if this were built up we would prefer 

to use the Hodgewater Line. People would rather travel this than 

the treacherous Roaches Line. 

91.94 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: Ro.~ches Line is another kind of capital 

altogether. 

~. DAW: I mean,this is a statement of fact. People 

do not realize actually the activities going on in 

Conception Bay today. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I did not realize it. 

MR.. DAWE: They are household names. And 

this is the reason - and all this traffic, Sir, will go 

through Hodgewater Line once it is paved, coming in and going out. 

It is shorter. And in the Wintertime the 

· 9:195 
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MR. DAWE: Roaches Line~I suppose,is the most hazardous road 

that you will find anywhere ~ the country. In Wintertime it : · 

has very short curves and you meet these large tractor-trailers. 

And another point I would like to make, Mr. Chairman, is that 

in future all the oil consumed in Conception Bay will now 

be delivered from St. John's by truck. We did have unloading 

facilities ourselves at Bay Roberts for tanker service, oil 

tanker service by sea,and you are all familiar with the oil 

tanker set up in Harbour Grace. But this is being discontinued 
I 

and all the oil that will be consumed in Trinity-Conception Bay area 

will now be trucked from St. John's by these large tanker trucks. 

MR. SHALLWOOD: From where? 

MR. DAWE: From St. John's. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Where in St. John's? 

MR. DAWE: From Imperial Oil, from Irving Oil or from Gulf Oil. 

~m.. STRACHAN: What about Holyrood? 

MR. DAWE: We~l· ,they may do their own from Holyrood 

whoever their dealers are in that ·part of Conception Bay - the 

regular oil dealers. All this oil is trucked - 50,000 tons or 

more will be trucked over this road in the Wintertime if this 

road were paved. 

MR. Si.'f.ALLWOOD: What road is the~·hon. member talking about? 

MR. DAWE: The Hodgewater Line section because it would not be 

so treacherous in the Wintertime. The hon •. member for Twillingate 

is familiar with the traffic flow you see over that road on 

weekends is amazing.- that is over that Roaches Line,and this 

would relieve it. And I would like for the minister to give 

his most earnest consideration to this road and~as I said,it 

would not only supply the needs of my district but it will as 

well supply the .. needs for Harbour c;race, Carbonear and part 

of Bay de Verde. 

I would like to just ~efer rather briefly - I should just nrobably 

add,by the way, to the hon.minister in allocating this money 

-''9196 
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~~. DAw~: for this road~I do not think that:if he should have 

an allocation I want to get his attention to what I am going 

to say,please. I say when the hon.minister is allocating some 

of this money for this work I do not think it all should be 

charged for the district of Port de GraveJ if he has a few 

extra dollars>because this will be used extensively for other 

districts that I have mentioned and I can assure you, Sir, it 

will be one of the most travelled access roads in this Province. 

And in passing I will just probably briefly refer to another 

need in my district and that is the upgrading of the old 

Conception Bay .tiign.way • It has been completed- th.e minister I know is 

familiar with from St. John's to Colliers in the dis~rict of 

Harbour Main,as we have known it. And there is four tenths of a mile 

not completed in the district of Harbour }~in. And to complete 

the old Conception BayHighway -in the' district of Port de Grace 

is about five miles. But I would like to point out to the minister 

if any work could be at all done this year I would prefer that 

we would start at the southern end of this section.that is the 
' 

Roaches Line intersection,and work towards Georgetown because 

the biggest and heaviest traffic flow is from the communities of 

Cupids and Brigus , if any funds could be allocated for that• 

purpose. So I do not want to delay the committee but I would 

like, because I think it is so important, to take a 

little time to stress the importance of this access road of 

the Hodgewater line, and I am sure that I can speak for all the 

truckers and all the bilsiness people in area if the minister 

could find some funds to start work this year it would be 

most appreciated by all those concerned. And I do wish that 

the minister will find time to come out and I will be gald to take him 

over and show him what is involved~and hopefully at least a 

start will be made this year. Thank you very much. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: l'Jle hon member for Baie Verte-White Bay. 
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~. RIDEOUT: ~fr. Chairman, I cannot let this moment oass 

without having a few words to say .to , the ,minister~. The minister 

has been having a pretty smooth morning of it, but the 

merning is over now and we will get . into the dandies this 

afternoon •. 

AN RON. ~tEl-mER: And give him a dart. 

~.RIDEOUT: And give him a dart. Mr. Chairman, I suppose 

any member in this House of Assembly could take · the whole five 

hours that is a·lloted to the Department of Transportation and 

Communicati<ms and soend it very well talking about his own 

part-icular district and problems related to transnortation in 

that district 

-· 9:198 
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MR. RIDEOUT: and still not do·a good job at it 

because of the time-limitation. Transportati~n and Communications 

is certainly one of the departments that means so much to the every

day way of life and to every individual in this Province in all parts 

of the Province, and those of us representing rural districts probably 

find it more so than those people representing urban centres. 

Mr. Chairman, since I have been in this 

House of Assembly I have on a half dozen occasions brought to the 

attention of the minister the fact that the only community in my district 

today without a road connection is the community of Harbour Deep. Every 

time I have risen in the House to make a district speech I do believe 

I have always referred to that. And I believe that the department should 

give some consideration to begin to construct a road into Harbour Deep 

so as to break the isolation of that community. Mr. Chairman, 

Harbour Deep is a community that has about ~00 people in it - one of 

the most viciously independent communities that I know of anywhere in 

this Province. But the sad reality of the situation is that the young 

people are not staying in that community because ~f the isolation barrier 

and because of the isolation factor. I believe that every effort should 

be made by the minister's department to begin as soon as possible. I had 

hoped that there may be some start on it last year, but nothing materialized 

and I do not know if anything will materialize this year. There are about 

thirty-five miles of road invo~ved, Sir, and you would have to go across 

country from Hawkes Bay and the economic impact of doing that I think 

would be great for the area. One of the last reserves of untouched timber 

stands in this Province, Mr. Chairman, lies in behind the Harbour Deep 

area and if a road were built into that area then the pulp and paper 

mills in theProvince as well as the Linerboard mill in Stephenville and 

probably the forest products mill in Hawkes Bay would be able to utilize 

that vast resource that at this particular time is of no use to anybody. 

It is impossible to get in there and harvest timber, but a road into the 

area would serve two purposes - it would break the isolation barrier of 

the community once and for all,and it would also open up one of the last 
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MR. RIDEOUT: untouched reserves of timber in this 

Province for utilization commercially by the pa~er mills and the forest 

mills in·the Province. I know it will cost a lot of money to put a 

road in there, Sir, but there will also be a lot of money made if that 

particular area is opened up for commercial timber cutting. I think 

the government should give every consideration to it. We do not 

expect to have thirty-five miles of road built in one particular 

year. If there were five miles done this year then we would know 

that in six or seven years time the end of that isolation would be 

broken, but no move has been made in that direction. And I have not 

seen any evidence that it will, but I hope the minister will give it 

his carefulconsideration and let us know Where it stands on the 

priority scale of new road construction in the Province. 

MR. MORGAN: llow many· miles to Harbour Deep? 

MR.. RIDEOUT : I think it is thirty-five miles across 

country from Hawkes Bay. 

Certainly, Mr. Chairman, there cannot be 

very many communities left in this Province without a road connection 

today that it is possible to get one to. There are some communities 

now I know very well that if we spent hundreds of millions of dollars 

we would not get a road in to them. 

MR. S~..ALLWOOD: You should stop boasting about 

the Liberal Party. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Pardon? 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Stop boasting about the Liberal Party. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Never cease to boast. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Never cease to boast about one's great 

deeds. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I would hope the 

minister would let us know where Harbour Deep stands on the priority 

scale. Are we going to see the start of construction this year, next 

year or a couple of years down the road? Because it is a five or six 

-- Q.t?.-~0 
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MR. RIDEOUT: _year job. It will break the isolation 

of the community finally, once and for all and it will also, as I have 

indicatec, open up one of the last untouched timber reserves in this 

Province. 

MR. MORGAN: The Mooney Block. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Pardon? 

MR. MORGAN: The Mooney Block. 

MR. RIDEOUT: The Mooney Block, yes. I believe there 

was some reference made to it last year by the then Minister of 

Forestry and Agriculture, the member for Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) 
• 

where they were hoping to get in and start harvesting timber from 

that block, but of course, it cannot be done until there is a road 

built in there. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Would the Mooney Block be controlled 

by Grand Falls? 

MR. RIDEOUT: I think the Province has ·some sort of · 

lease on it now. 

~1R. ~.JAYNARD: We have eight years of control on it. 

In a sense it is Crown timber for the next eight years. 

MR. RIDEOUT: - For the next eight years. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Control, not title ~ · 

·- No, we have not taken back the title, HR. HAYNARD: 

but we have control over rights for eight years. 

. MR. SMALLWOOD: Control for eight years -

NR. HAYNARD :· Yes, for eight years. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: -and then we will take. the title? 

MR. MAYNARD: No. ~ole have an option to renegotiate 

then at that time. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Very good. 

MR. RIDEOUT: So you have an option to renegotiate after 

eight years? I see. And my sources have told me that there is a 

tremendous timber reserve in that area if it could be utilized. And of 

course, in order to utilize it you would need a road. 

-'>.· <l2·l}1l 
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MR. MAYNARD: Approximately a million cords on the 

back of Harbour Deep. 

MR. RIDEOUT: A million cords. i.J'ell then 

the economic factor is there,and of course I think that should add to 

the weight of putting a ro.ad into that area. 

-- Q2(12 - . . 
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Mr. Rideout: 

Mr. Chairman, I could talk about every road in the 

district of Baie Verte-White Bay, and run out of time and still not 

tell the whole story as far as transportation is concerned. Mr. 

Chairman, I have said in this House before, and I will say ~gain, 

that the Baie Verte Peninsula ~ust be one of the most productive 

parts of this Province. We have two mining operations down there 

going full blast every day of the'year,plus the fishing and the 

fish plant and the forest activity; practically everybody on the 

Baie Verte Peninsula is gainfully employed at something. You have 

tremendous numbers of people travelling over unbelievable road 

conditions. I have mentioned in this House before, for example, 

200 men alone travelling to permanent jobs out of Seal Cove,as of 

the 17th. day of April, not one man on able-b.odied relief in 

Seal Cove, The same goes for Fleur de Lys, 151 or so men travelling 

every day to a permanent job, that is not counting the school children 

and other people who use those roads. 

But the point I am trying to make, Mr. Chairman, 

is that the Baie Verte Peninsula is one of the most productive 

areas of the Province, Probably next to Labrador lol'est people are 

earning more money and paying more taxes in that part of the Province 

than any other part. Productivity is very high. The money earned 

by the people is very high in comparison to other parts of the 

~ 

Province. But the return on the tax dollar, Mr. Chairman, unfortunately 

is very low. In the last five or six years with the exception of 

the 10 per cent that went into the LaScie Highway under a DREE agreement 

there have not been one inch of pavement laid anywhere on the Baie 

Verte Peninsula. 

MR. SMALUJ'OOD: 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

Now, Mr. Chairman, with a part of the Province -

How long? How long? 

In the last five or six years, since this 

Administration took over, and I must say there was none laid before 

that either. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 
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MR.. lnDIOUT: But we built the roads, __ now it is up to this 

Administration to pave them, you see, 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Tl'iat is right. 

MR. RIDEOUT: - that is the difference. 

MR. SMALLlvOOD: At least we put the roads there. 

HR. RIDEOUT: rhat is right. Now we have to get them raved. 

And the point I am trying to make, Mr. Chairman, certainly 

goodness with the millions of dollars that is coming into the Treasury 

of this Province every year, every year from the Baie Verte Peninsula, 

it would be reasonable to expect that some of those dollars would 

return in an effort to upgrade transportation services en the Baie 

Verte Peninsula. I do not believe it is unreasonable to-expect that, 

but it has not happened. Ten per cent of the Provincial money went into 

upgrading and paving the LaScie Highway. That is every dollar that has 

been put down there in the last five or six years; previous to that 

the Baie Verte Peninsula trunk road was done itself under a similar 

agreement, a 90-10 agreement. But despite the fact that year in and year 

out there are 200 people driving the Seal Cove Road, not one effort 

has been made to put an inch of pavement on it. The same story goes 

for Fleur de Lys, the same story goes for Burlington, not one bit of 

effort has been made to improve transportation services in that regard 

on the Baie Verte Peninsula. Mr. Chairman, is there any wonder at all 

that those people are fed up to the gills with paying taxes? When we 

recall that Advocate Mines alone has a payroll of $7 million a year, 

how much of that ~as coming into the Provincial coffers? When we 

remember that Advocate Mines itself pays $2 million a year in mining 

taxes, right directly to the Province, there are millions of dollars 

a year, And hundreds of millions have come in over the past five or 

six years or ten or fifteen years since that area has been so productive 

and there has been very little return - in the field -of transportation 

services, nothing. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: The hon. member says the payroll is about $7 million? 

MR. RIDEOUT: Yes, Sir. 

-- 0 2q4 ..., ...... 
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MR. SMALLl~OOD: And he wonders how much of that comes into the 

Treasury? He can figure at least $3.5 million. 

MR.. RIDEOUT: Right-. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: At least. And then if the hon. member wants to 

carry it a bit further and figure how much comes in from the people 

who get that $7 million, the profits on liquor and beer -

~1R. RIDEOUT : Yes • 

MR. SMALUlOOD: - and all kinds of other forms of income it is probably 

from $3.5 million to $4 million a year coming into the Treasury. 

MR. RIDEOUT: And of course - that is right, and on tnp of that -

MR. SMALLWOOD: · And then on top of that there are the multiplier 

jobs who also pay taxes. So if $7 million are paid in wages in a 

year it is probably well in excess of $4 millions coming into the 

Treasury. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Right. And on top of that there is the $2 million 

mining tax that the company pays direct~y into the Treasury. So 

~o1e are talking about $5 million or $6 million or $7 million a year 

from that Peninsula every year, year after year,coming into the 

Treasury, and we cannot get a bit of pavement for a community like 

Seal Cove, we cannot get a bit for a community like Fleur de Lys,or 

going over the other ~'lay to the Burlington area, ~'lith so many 

people driving to those permanent jobs. So I ask the question again, 

Mr. Chairman, is it any wonder those people are fed up to the gills? 

Now we do not expect it all in one year or two or even 

three years, but 

"' Q2fb5 - '·' 
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Mr. Rideout. 

_ w~. -~~c_; ____ to know where we are on the priority scale. We 

expected to see some action that we have not seen. We expect 

something to be done that has not been done. And I do not think 

it is unreasonable. I know that every community, every member 

in this House has all kinds of requests for upgrading and paving 

.. and so on, and it all needs to be done. Every request, I am sure, 

is legitimate and can be easily justified. But certainly there 

must be some form of equitable sharing of what we are going to 

do. We cannot do it all in one year. I realize that. The 

Province could never afford to do it all in one year. But we have 

been five, six years and have not got a thing. We have not got one 

sign of an improvement. And I do-believe that we have been 

neglected. And I would hope that the minister would turn his 

attention to the Baie Verte Peninsula this year and at least 

make a start. If we know it is coming, although it may take two 

' 
or three years to finish, at least make a start. The people 

will be able to see that it is coming and the minister wculd be 

doing himself and his administration a great favour in the eyes of 

those people if he would turn his attention to the Bay Verte Peninsula 

and stop this foolishness of neglecting_us, because that is all that 

it can be boiled down to, neglect,especially in the light of the 

productivity of the Baie Verte Peninsula and the millions of dollars 

that are coming into this treasury every year. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is another reason 

to talk about upgrading and paving on the Baie Verte Peninsula 

and that is the asbestos factor. I do not know what is wrong with the 

minister, Mr. Chairman, I could not sav. But it has been almost 

a year since Dr. Selikoff and his experts went to Baie Verte and 

carried out individual tests on the miners and also did environmental 

tests iri environmental sampling. And to relate the events for the 

Committee, some time last August he indicated preliminarily in a report 

-- 92U6 
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Mr. Rideout. 

to the union that he was concerned about the amount of asbestos 

fibres in the road aust in two particular roads that he had 

tested, the road to Baie Verte, Seal Cove, Wil~ Cove and the 

road from Baie Verte to Fleur ·de-Lys-·Coachman's Cove. He 

indicated that he was concerned. So ever since that time 

on the average of every two weeks or three weeks, I have been 

phoning, writing, whatever I could do, to Dr. Selikoff's office 

down in New York trying to get out of him the statistical analysis, 

the evidence as it were, of what he found down there. Finally 

I was able to lay my hands on it. And I say again~ Mr. C~rma~, 

every two or three weeks I was in touch with that expert, with that 

gentleman, .that wo.:-ld renowned scientist, trying to get from him the 

information. And I figured, Mr. Chairman, it was: my responsibility.-

I represent the people of the Baie Verte Peninsula in this House, 

not the minister or anybody else, but I do -and I figured it was 

my responsibility if that doctor was concerned to get that information 

and to get it in the hands of the people who make the decisions to 

correct it, who in thi~ particular case is the Minister of 

Transportation and Communications. And I kept that up for eight or 

ten months and finally two or three weeks ago I got the information 

that I was looking for. First I got a letter which I immediately 

sent to the minister. And, of course, I knew that the letter was not 

enough. We had to have the statistical back up. So I got in touch 

with them again, and I asked for that, and I finally got it a week 

or so ago. And the minister, Mr. Chairman, goes off his head 

because I got the information. I have been months and months and 

months looking for that information. In fact,one time I told 

Dr. Selikoff on the telephone that if I did not get it I was coming 

down to New York and I was not going to leave until I got it. I 

have been months and months working to get it. And he sent it to me, 

because after all I am the representative for that district. 

MR. NOLAN: Duly elected. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Duly elected by the people to represent 

them in this House. And he sent me the information. The information 
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Mr. Rideout. 
.. 

ls_addressed to Mr. Tam Rideout, MHA, Baie Verte -White Bay. 

Why should it not be? Dr. Selikoff did not go in to Baie Verte, 

. Mr. Chairman, and do his study for the government. In fact 

we had quite a racket in this House last year about trying 

to get a donation from the government towards the cost of the 

. study,if hon. members will remember. He went in there at the 

request of the union. He would take no money from the union, .no 

money from the company. He allowed the company to pay for the 

cost ·of the X-rays and that was it. And he financed the trip, 

with the exception of the small grant from the government,bv 

research grants that are given to the Mount Sinai School of 

Medicine. So he is under no obligation, Mr. Chairman, to go to 

anybody first or anybody second or anybody third. He will give 

his information when he is finished, when he analyzes the miners' 

medicals and finishes putting it altogether. He has told me that 

he will be sending a copy of his final report to the Minister of 

Health. But since he had indicated that he was concerned about the 

road dust, I kept after him to get that part of his report, and 

I got it. And I presented it to the minister, and I 

-· Q2H8 - "' 
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MR. RIDEOUT: presented the facts to the people that I 

represent,and I would feel rightly so and I will continue to do 

it. I am not going to sit on the information. And the minister 

reacted like a spoiled baby that I got the information first,and 

that he has never heard tell of Dr. Selikoff or he has not had 

any information from him. Well I ask the minister has he put 

as much pressure on Dr. Selikoff to get that information as I 

have? 

&I RON MEMBER: No. 

MR.. RIDEOUT: Has he been calling him every two weeks on the 

average, writing him letters, sending him telegrams, threathening 

to come down to his office and stay there until he got it? I have, 

Mr. Chairman, and I am not ashamed to admit it. I am concerned 

about the asbestos fibres in the road dust on the Baie Verte 

peninsula. I think the minister is concerned,but the minister is 

going to have to show that concern by some positive action. He 

came down there last year on one of his personal visits and 

following that he had calcium chlorite applied to the road. We 

were very pleased with that, very pleased with the minister's 

swift action. He tells us that the same thing will be done this 

year and that is fine. It will have to be done anyway if there 

is a hazard or whether you start work on the road or not. But, 

}1r. Chairman, that is not a permanent solution to a very serious 

situation. And when Dr. Selikoff indicated - and the 

minister has a copy of the statistical analysis because I sent 

it to him~when he indicated in that, and that still was not 

enough for me I had to phone him up again and say "Look, we 

have to go over this. I want to make sure I understand ~~~hat you 

are telling me" that the readings on those roads was three to 

four times greater than the highest reading ever found in the 

United States. And when he t~ld me - when I phoned him up and he 
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I-lR. RIDEOUT : explained to me the readings in the United States. 

The reading in the United States, Mr. Chairman, was obtained in 

a community that had located in it four break-lining manufacturing 

plants, four break-lining manufacturing plants were located in 

that community and of course they use asbestos fibers in the 

manufacturing of break-linings. We have one operation on the . " 

Baie Ve~te peninsula and it came up with readings three to four 

times greater than the highest reading they got in the United 

States. And the accepted tolerance level that is legislated 

in New York is - the readings that we got on the Baie Verte 

pe·ninsula is 2,000 and in some cases 3,000 per cent greater than 

the accepted tolerance· level in the New York state. 

AN HON MEMBER: 3,000. 

NR. RIDEOUT: Yes. Now, Mr. Chairman, would that not send 

creeps down your spine what we are facing out there ? And, Hr. 

Chairman, no fool would suggest that asbestos fibres are not 

dangerous to health. I am sure there is not one member here, 

nobody in the medical profession will. Ten million of those 

little fibres, Mr. Chaircan, weight one millionth of a gram. 

ean you imagine those floating around in the air? And it is 

not all the fault of Advocate Mines. The natural rock formations, 

Mr. Chairman, on the Baie Verte peninsula have contained in 

them asbestos and that rock has been crushed and put on the 

roads. Of course it has, If you are going to get crushed rock 

on the Baie Verte peninsula you are bound to have asbestos 

fibres in it. You cannot get any rock without having asbestos 

in it. So it is not all the fault of Advocate Mines,nobody is 

knocking them. 

And, Hr. Chairman, that rock is crushed and put on the road. 

As the cars go over it they are stirring it up and added to that of 

cour·se is the emissions that are coming from the stacks that is 

making it worse. So there it is, it is there. Do I sit on that 

information as the member representing those people - when I 

-· 92i0 
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MR. RIDEOUT: know from the research that I have • got over here, 

files and files of it that asbestos is deadly? I know we can.never 

do away with it, Mr •. Chairman, we will have it down there for 

ever.But we can do two things. We can make it as safe as humanly 

possible and as safe as is technically possible. And one of 

those solutions, ~tr. Chairman, is to upgrade and pave those 

roads. 

Now I have talked about the economic reasons for it-they 

deserve it to be done anyway whether it was net an ounce of 

asbestos in the dust down there. -- They deserve to be done because 

of the imput into the treasury of this Province from the Baie 

Verte peninsula. But ·on top of that, Hr. Chairman, you have 

got this added factor of health hazard. Now the minister has 

that information and the next question is what the minister is 

going to do with it. He can be upset all he likes that Dr. 

Selikoff got it to me but I have told the story of how I got 

it from Dr. Selikoff and I have no regrets for getting it. The 

minis~er can be upset but, Hr. Chairman, that is not going to 

solve the plight that we face on the Baie Verte peninsula. It 

is going to take action by the minister, He is going to have 

to go to his Cabinet colleagues • The proof of the pudding is now 

before him. All the Winter the minister could say "Well,I have 

not got it, I have not got it~' But now he has it.AnC1Dr. Selikof£ 

is in New York where he has a phone if the minister wants to call 

him up and verify it.because I said to him "You are giving this 

to me but you will have to be prepared to back up what you are 

saying': "I am prepared to back it up'; he said. And he is 

recognized as the world's authority and the only reaction we get 

from the minister is that he is upset that I got the information. 

:t-1R. CHAIID1AN : Order please! 

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Chairman, I will come back to this a little bit later, 

I hope. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN : The hon.minister. 

. 921:1. 
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MR. MORGAN: Mr. Chairman, we have had one, two, three, · 

four speakers; now I will respoqd to these briefly and the others 

can carry on again from there. Just a_ response so that I will not 

get lost with all of these speakers. First of a:ll info~tion 

requested by 

.. 
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Mr. Morgan: 

the member for Lewisporte (Mr. ~~ite) this morning with regards to 

a tender that was called in connection l-lith helicopters, and the 

use of helicopters by governme~t, and the need for helicopters. 

Mr. Chairmant for his information -apparently he is not interested 

in getting the information. 

~-fR. tm.ITE: Go ahead. I am listening. 

MR. MORG~.N : The hon. gentleman requested information regarding 

the tender call for a helicopter service 0 We called tenders, and the 

tenders closed with ewo bids, one from Universal Helicopters, the 

other one from Sealand Helicopters, S-e-a-1-a-n-d. The bids 

were received as follows• $105,080 from Universal; $103t644 from 

Sealand, so Sealand was the lmver bidder and the ty f h 1· , pe o e ~copter that 

we have contracted is for a Bell 206L at a rate of S320 per hou~. So 

that is the information regarding that a straightforward tender 

callt and a straightforward decision based on the low bid received. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to deal with all of the comments-

I . hope to deal with them all. The Burin-~lacentia West member (Mr. ~~nning) 

mentioned this morning that he would like to compliment the staff 

of the department, and of course, as I earlier ~aid,that I fully 

agree with that, The staff of the Department over the past year in 

particular did a tremendous job with regards to maintenance operations 

throughout the Province. He mentioned the road to Monkstown. Most 

of the speakers so far have brought to light some parochial matters 

pretaining to their own districts, and I guess rightly so. The road 

to Monkstown I am sure is a concern of the han. gentleman, but the 

fact is it is a road leading to one community, unfortunately that 

community is still isolated. As the hon. gentleman is aware we did 

carry out some work- when I say 'we', the Administration- on that 

road. We were hoping to continue on with the road this year. In fact, 

hopefully even last year as well on the same matter, but it ranks low 

in priority based on the fact that' there are so many other roads 

throughout the Province requiring reconstruction, and based on the 

fact as well that there is a low population. But I know that does not 

-9213 
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:Mr. ~~organ: 

sell with the hon. gentleman. 

The main tactor in the decision not to go ahead is 

the cost involved. There is a substantial cost. And all I can say 

on the matter at this time is that there is no decision of government 

not to go ahead with the road, in other words to rule out the 

possibility of going ahead with that road. No, . that is not the 

decision of government. We are going to go ahead with that road 

when funds become available~ And hopefully if we cannot go ahead 

this year we will again look at the matter next year. But there is 

no decision not to go ahead, in other words to halt the whole thing. 

Hhat about the year after~ 

~!R. MORGAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, I cannot give a commitment at this 

time it will go ahead this year, but we will consider the matter 

further. 

He also commended the minister in the federal Cabinet 

f.rom this Province, and of course I earlier said the same thing,that 

Mr. Jamieson has been very influential and very much of assistance to 

this administration in a number of matters, and we have to gi,,e credit 

~vhere credit is due. And I am hoping and counting on ~fr. Jamieson's 

support in the upcoming crucial negotiations on our Tr~ns-Canada 

Highway. I am sure he will hopefully come true in flying colours like 

he has done in many other cases in the past. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, on the comments from Eagle River 

I cannot sympathize with any more of the speakers more than I can with 

that hon. gentleman because transportation is of a major concern in ,. 
Labrador, particularly on the Coast. Yesterday's announcement whereby 

the federal government indicated that $25 million will be now allocated 

to the region, the Atlantic region,for the purpose of improving airports 

and airport developments, we have not got the details of what he meant 

by that statement- we will have over the next number of days with meetings 

coming up - but I am hopeful it does include the possibility of including 

with these airport developments, $21 million for that purpose,will include 

-'' 9214 
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~tr. Mor~an: 

airstrip development for the Labrador Coast. 

~. STRACP.AN: That it is not just St. John's and Gander. 

MR. MORGA:.'I: Well that is what I am hoping. If not, Mr. Chairman, 

I am convinced that we should be giving priority, and when I say 

'we~ both levels cf government. I am a bit- I will put it this wa~ 

Mr. Chairman, I am getting distracted by his conversations on the 

other side of the House -

MR. CHAIRMAN (HR. YOUNG): Order, please! I will ask the hen. 

gentleman to my right -

MR. MORGAN: -and I am having_a difficult time concent~~tin~. 

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR.. YOUNG) : I will ask the hen. gentlemen to my right 

to keep their voiues down,please. 

MR. ROBERTS : The han~ Member for Ttvillingate (Mr. Smal_lo:vood) is reading a 
-~ , 

story to the hen. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White). 

MR. MORGAN: He is readin~ a story to the hen. member for 

"9215 
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Mr. Morgan. 

Lewisporte, and indeed I am losing my concentration. 

MR. WHITE: The hen. gentleman -

MR. DOODY: Ba, Ba Black Sheep. 

MR.. MORGA..~: I would love to read the story myself. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the Labrador 

transportation problem is of major concern to the hen. g~tlem~n 

from Eagle River and from .Naskaupi, and I am sure that they are 

interested in further discussion. Now if the minister's statement 

• yesterday does not include airstrips - he is talking about $21 million 

for this purpose - well it is obvious we are going to have to sit 

down, and when I say, we, I am again counting on the representations -

this is the federal level - from my good friend, Mr. Rompkey, the ~~ 

and, of course, with my friends .from Naskaupi and Eagle River and 

all parties concerned to sit down with the MP and Mr. Lang and the 

federal authorities into getting that programme moving. But I support 

with qualification the master plan as was I think the views of my 

friend from Eagle River based on the fact that there seemed to be 

duplication to put an airstrip,for example, as you mentioned, in 

Mary's Harbour and then just across the harbour in Fox Harbour a 

second airstrip. That is duplication, the same as in Cartwright and 

Paradise River. There is duplication there. So maybe instead of 

thirteen airstrips we could be looking at possibly seven to nine 

airstrips along the Labrador Coast which could very well serve the 

purpose and improve the transportation system. 

With regards to roads along the Labrador 

coast, I have to give credit to my predecessor in this case, because 

it was he who devised this plan of establishing a special unit of 

equipment. In this case my friend from Henihek, Labrador (Mr. Rousseau) 

who when he was Minister of Transportation and Communications set up 

a system to have a special unit of a smaller type heavy equipment than 
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Mr. Morgan. 

you would find in parts of the Island to put into Labrador and 

into the communities to upgrade the roads, and in fact to build 

roads. Last year we built a road in Black Tickle, and I was down 

there when the actual construction started in that community. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD. ·: In Labrador~ 

MR. MORGAN: In Labrador. 

We built a road around the community 

in Black Tickle, and we moved the equipment from there by barge, 

which was more time consuming than the building of the road, to 

Rigolet. The equipment was stationed at Rigolet all Winter. And 

I must say the co-operation from my friend on that matter was 

significant. And we are now hoping to complete the road in Rigolet 

this Summer. There is a road in Rigolet but it needs to be reconstructed, 

and we are going .to complete a basic structure of an airstrip strictly 

without any assigtance at all from Ottawa. We are going to go ahead 

with an airstrip in Rigolet. And that unit - we are working on that 

this Summer, and then we plan to move from there to Fox Harbour. 

Fox Harbour is a verv, I would sav, industrious community from talking 

to the fishermen there. They are very hard-working people, and they 

deserve recognition. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MORGAN: So I am hoping that we can get our 

equipment moved in there this Summer and get that project moving 

in Fox Harbour. 

The other speakers, Mr. Chairman, had some 

good points as well. The hen. gentleman for Trinity - Bay de Verde 

(Mr. Rowe) mentioned about honouring commitments. All I can say is 

that any commitments made by the Department of Transportation and 

Communications; if he can show to me or in fact to the officials 

of Transportation and Communications any commitments given any time 

in the past by an official of the department or by the minister of 

the department, I will honour that commitment as the present minister. 

-· 9217 
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Mr. Morgan. 

But with regards to commitments or promises made by a candidate 

in an election campaign or any of my predecessors or previous 

colleagues I should say, we cannot honour these kind of promises. 

Promises can be made by any individual, any candidate. But if 

a promise was made or a commitment was made by the Department of 

Transportation and Communications I will make sure that that commitment 

is honoured. 

Only one speaker mentioned the purchase of 

new equipment, and that is a major significant thing. It was 

mentioned by my friend from Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow). The 

purchase of new equipment over th~ past two years, that has been one of 

my pet peeves in. the department that we have not had sufficient 

funds over the years allocated for that purpose. And the men out in 

the field who are doing the operating in the snow storms, etc., whom 

we commended so much this morning, these men are only as good as 

what they have to work with in many cases. And there is a desperate 

need to replace some of the old and outdated equipment. So last 

yea~ we spent $3.5 million for that very purpose, to by new equipment, 

and this year as the vote points out in the estimates another $3 million. 

And I think following along these lines of these kinds 

of amounts being spent that over the next couple or three years we 

can have some good equipment for the men to work with with regards 

to maintenance operations. 
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~rR. !·!ORGAL~: In the Port de Grave district the 

hon. gentleman mentions some needs out there. Of course, all these 

needs will be recognized and the petitions in particular, Mr. Chairman, 

put forward to the House of Assembly in many cases clearly spell out 

the needs for these roads to be reconstructed and they are always 

given careful consideration. They are never overlooked and pushed 

aside in the department. They are always carefully analysed and 

given every consideration. And I recall a petition with regards to 

the Hodge~ater _~ine sometime in the past number of months • 
• 

The question on the Baie Verte area~ 

Hr. Speaker, my hon. friend from Baie Verte (Mr. Rideout) is rightly so 

concerned about a potential hazard in the Baie Verte Peninsula area 

with regards to the possibility there is asbestos in the road dust 

and I am sure there is not one of us here who does not recognize that. 

We are talking about the health and lives of Newfoundlanders in a 

certain part of our Province and it is a very emotional thing as well. 

I can recognize the fact that it is emotional to the hon. gentleman. 

We have called tenders now for the 

contractor to arrange to spray the roads with liquid calcium or 

calcium chloride as it isknown. An~ I will be issuing instructions -

and I have said this earlier - to that contractor to commence work and 

give top priority to all the roads in the Baie Verte Peninsula 

immediately. In other words, as soon as the contract is awarded to 

get in there immediately and get the roads sprayed. In the meantime, 

and I have talked over this with my colleague, the Minister of Health, 

we have wired Dr. Selikoff. We have made 'phone calls to his office 

and we have requested in an urgent way to get his report in giving us 

all the data, all the information he can possibly have - get it in to 

us as soon as possible. And I can assure the hon. gentleman that it 

is not taken very lightly in the Department of Transportation and 

Communications. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: What was their reply? 
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MR. MORGAN: There is no reply. That is to be 

concerned, Mr. Chairman - the hon. gentleman maybe in an emotional 

way said, 'Well, what is wrong with the minister? . Ee is not doing 

-anything?' I would like to ask the question, 'Well, what is wrong 

with Dr. Selikoff- he is not giving us this very important report?' 

And -i..,hen ~ say 'giving us' - 'giving the government this report'. 

It is a major concern. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Would the minister allow me? 

MR. MORGAN: Sure. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: From the beginning, what has been the 

relationship of the ministry to Dr. Selikoff or his institution which 

is so famous in the world? The government are the government and they 

are they. What has been the relationship? If they send the report to 

the elected representative of that constituency and everybody in it, 

they could very well feel, 'surely the minister will admit, that they were 

doing t~e proper thing. But has there been any conscious failure on 

their part to inform the ministry? What has been the relationship? 

~Vhat right - you know - factually does the minister have to receive 

report direct - not through the elected membe;, but direct from the 

doctor or from that institution? 

MR. MORGAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, in reply to that 

question I was going to outline to the House that this minister really 

has no direct authority to go to Dr. Selikoff or Mount Sinai Institute 

and say, 'Give us that report.' But when Dr. Selikoff commenced his 

study he came to my colleague, the Minister of Health, at the time 

and the Minister of Health arranged to give assistance to him to carry 

out his study - in fact in the amount of a $5,000 grant,! think it was 

- and they arranged to supply him government cars and government 

personnel to assist him in every way possibie on the study. And so 

we -

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. MORGAN: 

sure of that. 

Did the company do the same thing? 

I am not sure, Mr. Chairman; I am not 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: Did anyone down there besides the 

government do anything? 

MR. RIDEOtiT: The company requested a study. 

MR. MORGAN: The ·unions requested a study and 

that is the part when I mentioned in the House last week in reply 

to a question from the same hon. gentleman that I felt maybe it was 

a possibility that Dr. Selikoff, not knowing the workings of 

government here in the Province, as the bon. gentleman mentioned 

that he forward it to like the same as to forward it to a senator 

in the States -

MR. SMALLWOOD: Yes, right. 

MR. MORGAN: - to a member of the House up here. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: Yes. 

MR. MORGAN: But what again sort of annoyed me was 

the fact that the people who were most of all concerned - the unions -

that these people have not received any information from Dr. Selikoff 

or any indication of the results of his report. And if the statistics 

put forward to my friend from Baie Verte (Mr. Rideout) from a 

Dr. Nicholson~! think it was -

~IR. R!DEOUT: He is part of the team. 

MR. MORGAN: Yes - part of the team. If these facts 

are - you know, I have no reason to question them -

.. 

-=- 9221. 



~·fay 26, 1977 ':ape 3294 PX - 1 

Mr. Morgan: 

the urgency of the thing, it is self-suggested that Dr. Selikoff 

should make that report as soon as possible. And last Fall when 

he made a statement in the media Dr. Selikoff then indicated that 

he would make the report shortly. That was in the Fall of 1976. 

So it is dragged out, and dragged out, and dragged out. And the 

only information that we received was through my .friend from Baie 

Verte (Mr. Rideout), the last letter, a very brief letter, about 

a three paragraph letter or a half a page sort of thing, but it gave 

the counts in comparison to What the counts were in the States. 

Now I have asked the officials in the department to analyze this, 

but not only the officials of the Department of Transportation and 

Communications, because I feel the Department of the Environment should 

be involved, the Department of Health should be involved, and not 

only that but we should go outside and look for expertise within the 

Province to analyze what Dr. Selikoff is saying.· 

MR. S't-"..ALLWOOD: Or even outside of the Province. 

MR. MORGAN: Or even outside of the Province, if necessary, 

because it is a matter of urgency. So again I fail to understand -

MR. SHALLHOOD: Not to - with the minister that would be not for 

the purpose of questioning -

MR. MORGAN: No, no. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: - the ~>~isdom or the report of the Selikoff organization, 

but to understand the report. 

MR. MORGAN: Right. Yes. 

That is the reason why, Mr. Chairman, I have not commented to 

the media on the information supplied to me last week by my friend from 

Baie Verte. I have not commented in the media on what that report 

means, because I do not understand what it means. I do not understand. 

I do not think anybody in this House of Assembly does. So I again 

repeat, I feel it is urgent t~at Dr. Selikoff get that report in to 

the appropri~te ministers, in this case my colleague the Minister of 
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Mr. Mon1:an: 

the Environment -

~fR. SMALLWOOD: Wi~l this be another report? 

MR. MORGAN: -the Minister -of Health. 

Hell the report, in other words the results, the results 

of these studies, they did not just involve road dust, it did not 

involve the health environment in the mine -

MR. RIDEOUT: The miners1 medical results. 

MR. MORGAN: - and in the miners1 medical results, for example, 

the medical examinations -

MR. 

MR. 

has 

XR. 

MR. 

MR. 

HR. 

MR. 

MR. 

~1R. 

MR. 

M.R. 

}1R.. 

SMALLWOOD: 

MORGAN: 

been - -

SMALLWOOD: 

MORGAN: 

SMALLWOOD: 

MORGAN: 

SMALUJ'OOD: 

MORGAN: 

RIDEOUT: 

MORGAN: 

SHALLWOOD: 

RIDEOUT: 

That is not forthcoming yet. 

All this has not come into government, nothing 

No one has had that yet. 

Nothing. Nobody nas got it. 

Nobody_. No one. 

No one. 

That is the ·main thing, is it not? 

Right. 

The road report is the only thing yet. 

I sincerely hope -

The road is the only thing yet. 

Yes. 

MR. MORGAN: The road report is,or I put it this way, Mr. Chairman, 

the results of tests carried out on the roads is the only thing that 

has come in to date, but it is not overlooked by the department. I 

can assure the hon. gentleman of that. It is a matter of urgency, and 

in the meantime the dust control - now there is a little thing that 

concerns me as well, I know we should not mention cost when we talk 

about lives and health of people. But to reconstruct the roads in 

Baie Verte is going to cause a very serious problem because,as the 

hen. gentleman mentioned today in his speech, the rock material down 

there contains asbestos, asbestosis, you know, 

MR.. RIDEOUT: Asbestos fibres. 
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MR. MORGAN: R;ght, the fibres. And if we have to reconstruct the 

roads like, f~r example, all the way out to Seal Cove, Wild Cove, 

down through Coachman's Cove, Fleur de Lys, that there is a good 

possibility we will not be able to use the rock material available 

to us on the Baie Verte Peninsula. Now if we c9uld use the material, 

for example, the cost to upgrade, and not pave, just to reconstruct 

in preparation for paving the road, on one road alone, the Seal Cove

Wild Cove Road, the engineers in the department tell me it will cost 

in the vicinity of $2.5 million just to prepare that one road for paving. 

Now if ~ve should be unable to use the rock material -

MR.. SMALLWOOD: 

MF .• MORGAN: 

That is the worst one? 

- on the Peninsula. 

MR. RIDEOUT: That is the worst one in terms of cost. 

NR. MORGAL'l: Yes. We would not be able to - the cost would be~ 

I would say, almost doubled. because they would have to bring in the 

material from outside of the area. So it is a major problem. And 

the sooner we get that report and the sconer we can sit down and 

deal with it as a government, not one department. 

MR.. SMALLWOOD: Would the: ministert- Surely that part of Ne-.:o1foundland 

is not all that rich in asbestos is it? That rocks for miles away 

is rich -

MR. MORGAN: Yes,the whole Peninsula. 

lffi.. S}f.ALL'tmOD: The concentration is there at Baie Verte where they 

are mining, but apart from the concentration there is still a lot of 

asbestos fibre in all the rock ? 

''!:R. RIDEOUT: 

yes. 

Yes throughout the natural rock in the ~.;rhole Peninsula, 

:MR. CHAIR..~ (MR. YOUNG): Order, ?lease! The han. minister's 

time has elapsed. 

MR. MORGAN: My time has elapsed. So these questions, Mr. Chairman, 

unfortunately took time. 

MR. SIA.ALLWOOD: But it is time wen taken. 

MR. MORGA..~: Sure. 

MR. CRAIR}f..AN (MR. YOUNG): The han. member for Windsor-Buchans. 
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MR. G.FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, there are a few points I 

want to make in this particular debate. Again I doubt if we are 

going to get to the h~ads. I will say I am sort of surprised the 

-· 
way this estimate has gone.I was expecting that there would be 

sol!le fireworks, I suppose I expected that based on this 

present minister's style, he style is such, his exuberance, or 

his flamboyance when he is aebating and -

AN RON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 
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:HR.. FLIGHT: I was expecting quite a more exciting debate 

than we have seen. _Bu~ I must congratulate the minister for the 

way he has handled his estimates up to this point. And I would 

join also with the other hon.members who have thanked him or 

congratulated him and his officials for the co-operation they have 

received. In any dealings I have had with the minister to this 

point I have found him completely co-operative -

.Al-i RON. 'HEMBER: He is sweet,'boy' • 

MR. FLIGHT: -I do not know, but I think the minister _has 

done - something has happened, he has changed his style. 

1-fR.. RIDEOUT : Yes,he has changed his style. 

MR. FLIGHT: He has changed his style. I suppose it would 

be unparliamentary,but I believe the minister has done a good 

job of taking in this side of the House because normally he is 

the type of minister that invites - he invites -

AN HON MEMBER: (Inaudible) t;hat is all. 

MR. FLIGHT: He invites -

MR. RIDEOUT : Flicks. 

HR. FLIGHT: Flicks, tit for tat across the House. And for 

some reason he has avoided getting this in this particular debate 
. 

and I am surprised and I have a feeling other members also 

HR. RIDEOUT: He is doing a pretty good job. 

MR. FLIGHT: But, Mr. Chairman, there are a few points I want 

to make. The minister is very familiar with the Buchan's situation. 

Now one of the criticism I will make of the minister is that he 

made a promise last April that he would come into Buchans and he 

would survey the various roads that they were asking to have done 

personally and to this date he has not done that. He has make 

another co!!liilitment that he will go to Buchans ~-1hen the House 

closes and I have doubt that he will keep that commitment. I would 

hope that he would, Hr. Chairman, because again I am going to 

have to be parochial ~We have a situation in Buchans where lve have 
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MR. FLIGHT: a two year life expectancy. Any ability that 

Buchans has to survive has got to be tied to a transportation 

sustem there. The short-term road that was recommended by the 

Buchans task force is a road,Buchans~ Howley , it is roughly 

twenty-eight miles, it is roughly,I understand,estimated at 

$9 million. That may be a fair amount of money when you say 

it quickly but when one looks at again the contrihution that 

that town has made over this past fifty years, I do not 

ascribe to the theory that whoever pays the fiddler calls the 

tune, I have enough respect for the people who talk about 

regional disparity to not demand because the Baie Verte peninsula 

or the town of Buchans contributed so much that they should get 

that back. Of course their earnings have got to go to pay for 

the sparsely populated or the under privileged in as far as on 

economic basis are concerned. 

But I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the minister will. have to 

recognize the need for transportation, for roads built in that 

we have to have access to the l.J'est Coast. Now, Mr. Chairman, 

let me say right off the bat that I do not believe the road would 

provide the greatest economic benefit to Buchans is the Buchans -

Howley road. I do not believe that. 

AN HON MID1BER: South West Brook. 

MR. FLIGHT: South West Brook· is the road. And what puzzles 

me now - I can defend the right of Buchans to have the Buchans -

~owley road for the simple reason that it is twenty-eight miles, 

if the minister put a push on it could be done in one year 

&'I HON HE~1BER: (Impossiblr) 

HR. FLIGHT: $ 9 million. That ~vould put the people of Buchans 

within an hours drive of Corner Brook, it would open up job potential -

I can visualize people commuting that far. Now, Mr. Chairman, I 

will not spend much time on that because it would appear that if 
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MR.. FLIGHT: th~~~ __ g? according to plan it would appear that 

the ·Hinds Lake development is going to take place and that in 

itself will provide roughly two thirds of the Buchans - Howley 

road and no administration could justify after that refusing 

to do the other one third .when you look at what it would accomplish 

by way of helping Buchans, helping provide an economic base 

and helping to provide some kind of a viable future for the town. 

But I want for a minute to talk about the Burgeo-South West Brook-

Burgee - Buchans road. Mr. Chairman,four years ago the Department 

of Transportation went into the middle - right into the wilderness, 

halfway between South West Brook - Buchans-and built five miles 

of road at a cost - and I would ask the minister if he would make 

a note of this to advise the House as to what that five miles of 

road cost because the contractors left it, the Department of 

Transportation, now again it was not this present minister 

who made the decision but -

NR. MORGAN: How long ago. It was how many years ago? 

MR. FLIGHT: Four years ago . 

~m.. MORGAN: The road went throu~h then? 

HR. FLIGHT: We_had got a commitment at the time. The people 

of Buchans - the representatives of the people of Buchans had got , 

commitment from the present Minister of Transportation that that 

road was going to get priority, and it ~-1as going to get priority 

because he recognized the need and what it would accomplish for 

the people of Buchans with regards to the town's future. And 

within days of our coming back to St. John's 

a tender appeared in the paper for five miles of road up at Lloyds 

Lake at the end of the Price (Nfld) forest access roads. 

. :'1R. ~10RG.AN: 1972 or 1973, was it? 

HR. FLIGHT: 1972 or 1973 ,I am not certain. But 

anyway the road was built,so obviously, Mr. Chairman, it is hard 

. 9228 



. ~~.s.y 26 ,1977 ~ ,£ t..er:1oon 

~fR. FLI GHT: to reconeile - you know,how does a government, how 

does an administration justify going in four years a.go, spending 

the money that it would have cost to build that road - and if the 

ministe~ has ~ot a rule of thumb what does it cost to construct a 

mile of road? 

MR. MORGAN: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. MORGAN: 

~rR.. FLIGHT: 

MR. MORGAN: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

roughly 

To construct it? 

Yes. 

Somewhere around S200,000 to $250,000. 

$250,000 for each mile? 

To build a new road1 yes. To build a road,yes. 

Right•For each mile. So we are talking about 

.. 9223 



~ay 26, 1S77 Tape no. 3296 Page 1- ms 

MR. FLIGHT: 

Two and one-half million dollars spent up there.-

MR. MORGAN: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. MORGAN: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

It depends on the standard of the road. 

- and not a Newfoundlander -

It depends on the standard of the road. 

Right. 

Well, this I would submit to the minister 

is probably one of the better pieces of road in Newfoundland, and 

not a Newfoundlander has seen it except one who can use a four wheel 

drive to get into it. Now, Mr. Chairman, there have been tenders 

called this year on the Burgee road, the part of that road that 

would come up to intersect the Southwest Brook-Buchans road. So 

I would like to point out to the minister and I would suggest to 

him that if he does come to Buchans and he does meet with the people, 

I guarantee the minister that he will be well received. The people 

will go out of their way to impress on him the need. You know, 

I have done that to the best of my ability. If the things I have 

said in this House with regards to the need for that type of 

co-operation from this administration, if I have not impressed them 

now, then I think there is no way to. 

~r. Chairman, the Burgee--Southwest Book

Buchans road would virtually guarantee the economic future of that 

town. It would open up forest resources, it would open up tourist 

potential resources, ,One could conceive of Buchans becoming a trans

shipment point for goods coming up from the South Coast or coming in 

from the West Coast. That is the road that will guarantee a viable 

future for that town. And I could get ~otional if I wanted to, 

and I could start talking about the contribution that we have made 

and the way that we have been short-changed for fifty years, and 

I am not going ·to do that at this stage, Mr. Chairman. I am going 

to leave it to the minister to recognize what that project would 

mean to the town of Buchans. And I am going to wait until he comes 

to Buchans and views the situation himself and wait until he is in 
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Mr. Flight • . 

a position to make a statement as to what his department's 

reaction or his administration's reaction will be with regard 

to whether that road will be given some priority.- And I would 

suggest to the minister that there probably is so .much money 

involved that certainly maybe the road would have to looked at 

in the light of a DREE agreement. We are talking about something 

like 100 miles of road to be reconstructed and built. 

MR. MORGAN: Eighty-six miles. 

MR. FLIGHT: How much? 

MR. MORGAN: Eighty-six miles. 

MR. FLIGHT: The need, Mr. Chairman - that road would 

do more for the town of Buchans than any other action or any 

other recommendation that the Buchans Task Force recommended. 

Now, Sir~ Buchans has got one of the major 

trunk roads in this Province~ Badger - Buchans, forty-eight miles, 

servicing three communitie~, Buchans, Buchans Junction and Millertown~ 

And, Mr. ehairman, the condition of that road is deplorable right now. 

It is paved. I cannot stand here and reasonably ask to have it 

redone, given the financial situation of the Province. However, 

I would remind the minister that as he knows as of July lst.American 

Smelting and Refining Comrany will be trucking their ore from Buchans -

Badger. Now I would submit to the minister with the conditions of the 

shoulders of that road, the widths of the shoulders, that if there is 

trouble on that road, six trips a day, there is nowhere on most 

sections of that road for one of those trucks to pull over if they 

get in trouble. If they get in trouble we are going to have a one 

lane highToad to Buchans. And professional people, engineering 

people, the people responsible have pointed this out, and I think 

the minister should take up with his department that situation, and 

make certain that there are either pull offs or some arrangement made. 

And the road needs to be upgraded. The road has actually deteriorated 

to a point that it cannot deteriorate any more or the black top will be 
I 

gone completely. So that is the type of thing that I would like to 
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Mr. Flight. 

hear the minister address himself to with regards to the 

Buchans - Badger highroad. 

And, Mr. Chairman, there are other 

things. I remember last Spring here we had a very unfortunate 

accident. The minister knows the one I am refer~ing to, the 

Red Cliff drowning. And at that time the minister made 

a statement that his department was going to upgrade their 

methods of marking detours and dangerous spots on the 

Trans-Canada Highway. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would ask the 

minister to verify whether indeed that has been done, because 

I drive from Buchans to St. John's occasionally, and I am aware of 

detours and I am aware of spots on the Trans-Canada that have been 

marked, and there is no difference now in the type of lighting, 

the type of flares, the type of precautionary signs that the 

d·epartment is using today than they used a year ago. 
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MR. FLIGHT: And I am suggesting to the minis.ter 

that the warning systems that we have on our public highroads are 

ridiculous. Na:v unless the minister indeed has the equipment that 

he committed himself to get and is in a position to take the kinds 

of precautions and warning lights that he committed himself to, 

then we are still in bad shape from that point of view. And if 

we get into a situation where we have to detour it is insulting. 

We are not recognizing the safety of the people of Newfoundland 

if we cannot do a better job than was done in this Province last 

year. So I would have the minister address himself .to that situation. 

Because there is no indication right now that his department and his 

various depots have the type of lighting that would be required to 

render a section of the Trans-canada or any of the trunk roads safe 

in as far as warning precautionary lighting is concerned or precautionary 

signs. And I would suspect - and the minister can correct me - I 

would suspect that we are no more advanced and we are no better off 

than we were last year,although the minister did make quite a state-

ment and made the commitl!lent that we would be capable - that_ is on our 

standards for this type of thing - when he finished the job he intended 

to take on of equalling anything else-.:vhere ·in Canada. And I rqould 

ask the minister to address himself to that and advise us if that is 

indeed so, and if it is so, why are the signs that we are talking about 

not in evidence across the Province where we have traffic? Re do not 

have any detours but we certainly have breaks~ we ~ave had bumps - . 

slow down to twenty miles an hour, that type of thing. Now we have 

sections out in Central Newfoundland where the pavement is broken and 

the signs saying 'Gravel ahead' type thing - you have to slow down -

but the markings that are there now are no improvement on what we had • 

. And I would like to hear the minister address himself to that. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is another 

situation that has been brought to my attention, and again_ ! would 

want to hear the minister comment on it. I understand that most of the 

contracts letby his department over the past months have gone to mainland 
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MR. FLIGHT: firms. Now the reason, I understand, 

they have gone to mainland firms is because the mainland firms were 

the lowest bidders. I have heard that there have been contracts 

where there has been a difference of $100,000. We have to accept 

that. However, there is the other principle. We save $100,000 on 

one band and we lose $200,000 on another. The contractors co~g in 

from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick or wherever they may come from 

I am told pay no SSA. Say they are doing a paving job on the ~orthem 

Peninsula;· they bring in their equipment, their spare parts, their 

tires, their batteries -no SSA. Now our SSA rate is the highest in 

this country - ten per cent - so they can afford to underbid our local 

contractors. They bring in their own operators, they save on SSA, 

they will not buy their spare parts in Newfoundland. So, Mr. Chairman, 

I am suggesting that tender or no tender, that type of thing should be 

taken into consideration when contracts are being let to companies 

based on the mainland. I have had representations from 

companies who have bid on jobs and they have been outbid by $100,000 

and in five minutes they can justify on paper why that mainland company 

was in a position to underbid them by $100,000. With the level of 

unemployment we have in this Province~particularly in the construction 

trades, I~if I were a minister,would not allow this. Ihe difference in 

the contract would have to be justified as to whether or not we were 

saving one way and losing another. Because these people are bringing 

in their own employees, they are bringing in their own operators, they 

are buying their own spare parts, they are paying no SSA. So we saved 

$100,000 on the original tender and we probably lost half a million in 

wages and in SSA payable, spare parts~ the small businessman buying 

parts and what have you. And if the charges I have made are true -

they may not be - I would like to hear the minister address himself to 

that aspect. Because I believe that if we are letting those kinds of 

jobs to mainland firms because there is a saving in the original tender 

then I believe the minister owes it to this Province to determine whether 

or not that saving is justified - whether or not by saving $100,000 
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MR. FLIGHT: because the mainland firms could 

underbid our companies - how much will he lost to the general 

economy of this Province because we recognized that $100,000? 

And I am suggesting, Mr. Chairman, and I can be accused, I suppose, 

of saying le:t us ignot'e the: public tender system - I do not 

subscribe to that ~ but I do say that anywhere where the minister 

or his officials can determine that a mainland contractor -

Nova Construction, for instance, 
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Mr. Fli!!ht: 

to n~me one- is underbidding our local firms by $100,000 

and by awarding that tender to any other Mainland firm means that 

~ve are prolonging the unemployment in this Province, we are losing 

revenue, SSA, recognizing why and how they are in the position. He 

created a situation. We have created a situation in the construction 

trades, particularly in road building in this Province, where ~ve are 

guaranteeing our construction people perpetual unemnloyment because . -
we have the highest SSA, and we are going to recognize the lowest 

tender, and we have created the situation where some of our local 

contractors might as well close up shop and go home. The Mainland 

firm has the goods on them. And they have the goods on them because 

we have legislated, we have legislated those possibilities. And, 

Mr. Chairman, I would not recognize a contract coming from a 

Mainland firm if I could justify that the difference in price of 

that of the local firm it could not be made up by, number one, the 

savings they are making on SSA, the loss of revenue to the Province 

through SSA, the loss of employment, the loss of direct and indirect 

employment. And I only have their report, Mr. Chairman, and I would 

like the minister to address himself to it. 

Mr. Chairman, the warning and precautionary lights 

that I have mentioned may seem insignificant , for those types of things 

only come to the floor when we get a drowning or a death on the 

highway due to lack of that type of thing. I believe it is a very 

important issue, and I believe the minister should confirm to this 

House, should ease the conscience, and ease ti;e minds of the people 

that we are in a position now to defend and protect the safety and 

lives of our people on the Trans-Canada. 

Mr. Chairman, about the tractor-trailers on the Trans-

Canada: There is a fear by the motoring public, Mr. Chairman, because 

of the condition of the Trans-Canada, because of the fact it is only 

two lanes,.~hat those drivers are driving with- there are some of them 

I recognize that tqey are professional drivers., however, Mr. Chairman, 

they are taking advantage of the rigs they are running. 
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MR. RIDEOUT: That is right. 

MR. FLIGHT: They are taking advantage of the rigs. They are 

highballing down the Trans-Canada Highway at sixty miles an hour, 

downgrade at seventy - I have seen it personally, ~vith my o'm eyes, 

Mr. Chairman, I have no idea who the driver was - but I ha~e seen 

tractor~trailer driver~ deny a car passing room. They have 

denied them the ability to pass, they have actually, you know, 

pulled it all out going downgrade, and have moved over into the 

passing lane to avoid a motorist passing. I have seen tractor-trailers 

dusting drivers, If you come up there on a tractor-trailer, and you try to 

get by, depending on the personality of the driver he may slip one 

wheel over on the pavement and you are into a dust storm with a 

broken windshield. And, Mr. Chairman, I am not too sure if we should 

not legislate a speed limit for those tractor trailers, bring it down 

to forty-five or fifty miles an hour. While the Trans-Canada Highway 

is in the position it is in, while there are only two lanes, a.great 

deal of the motoring public in this Province is frightened to death, 

Hr. Chairman, and-. those tractor·trailer drivers have them frightened 

to death -

'HR. RIDEOUT : The wood truckers are just as bad. 

~1R. FLIGHT: And the wood truckers again there is another 

hazard in the ~rovince, Mr. Chairman. There are peopJ.e today who 

have spent months in hospital and will suffer from injuries forever 

for hitting a piece of pulp wood that have falleR off a pulp truck. 

So I think we should start bringing in some standards like that to 

protect the motoring public of this Province, since obviously we are going 

to be stuck with tractor-trailers for a long time yet. ~ve are not 

going to have a twinning of the Trans-Canada based on the announcement 

that the minister has made for a ,.,bile. And I believe that the rights 

and the safety of the motoring public of this Province should 

_be protected against the type of operations we have seen. And that 

means there must be somebody in the Department of Highways who must 

be able to come up with a way to control those tractor-trailer drivers 

and the wood truck operatol"s and ,.,hat have you, and maybe lowering the 
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Hr. Flight: 

speed limit regardless of what lane they are in~ If you leave 

the speed limit at sixty for the· motoring public,they should be 

moved down to ~~enty miles an hour in order to give the motoring 

public a chance because if they want to they can take over that 

Trans-Canada Highway. They can take it over, and in some cases 

they do it. 

MR. CHAI~AN: I am afraid the hon. member's time has elapsed. 

MR. FLIGHT: It is just as well, Mr. Chairman, because I was 

looking for something. Thank you very much. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The han. member for Nask.aupi. 

MR. J. GOUDIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will just take a 

couple of minutes of the minister's time, and obviously I know there 

are other hon. members who wish to have a few remarks on these 

estimates as well. I want to pose a question to the minister or to 

any hon. member of the House,including Mr. Chairman, for an answer 

in a few minutes. But first of all I would like to add my support 

for what it is worth to the comments this morning of the hon. member 

for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan), he is not in the House at the moment, 

regarding airstrips for the Coast of Labrador~ In supporting 
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rfR. GOUDIE .: · the suggestion he put fo~th for a feeder service 

in terms of having priorities established for the construction 
. 

of airstrips on the Coast of Labrador ar.d I would also like 

to support him in his commendation,if you will,to the 

bush pilots who fly the Beaver and the Otter and the Cessna 

and the other types of small fixed wing aircraft,and the choppers 

as well,to -various parts of Labrador. I have gone down on a couple 

of these things myself and I know to some degree what not just 

the passengers but the pilots -have ·to go through to get the 

passengers, freight and mail and so on to their points of 

destination. 

CAPT. r~rrNS0R: Rave you ever had a forced lancing? 

:-m. GOUDIE: He had a forced landing there a couple of years 

ago. The ~attery gave out in the plane and the racio gave out and 

a couple of other things gave out. As a matter of fact,the following 

morning seven of us got a half inch diameter rope, .curled it around 

the propeller and started the Otter like you would start an outboard motor. 

Cl,PT-:- wn;sn,: An efficient solution. 

MR. GOUDIE: Yes. Hell ,~ve have gotten to the point where we are 

using nylon ropes now. So some aspects of life in Labrador 

are starting to come into the twentieth century I guess. 

CAPT. WlllSO!'c: -At least the rope has. 

MR. GOUDIE: Right. Right. But in any event> 

Transportation anrl Communications has played, is pl~ying and 

will continue to play an extremely important role in Labrador. 

And I am more than happy with the amount of recognition,if you 

will,that the administration, the minister, the government has 

been paying particularly to my district because tole are into an 

economic situation there that is not all that different from other 

districts in the Province with the exception that we are isolated 

from the .other parts of the Province. So soro.e of the T•7ork that is 

going ahead, the road tvork on the Northwest River Road, the bridge 

which . is jointly funded by the federal government and the 

provincial government,and perhaps you know having two members in 
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~-tR. GOUDIE: politics who are both on the side of government 

may very well pay off in some time. I am talking about 

~. Rompkey and yours truly. I do not knmv if it 

pays off or not.,but it may in some tvays. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Shocking! . Shocking! 

HR. GOUDIE: Yes. Yes. So I am happy that the minister has agreed 

to come up to my district with me in early June to have a look 

at a couple of things I am concerned with and one of them is the 

MR. NOLAN: How many times has the minister been in your 

district,would you say? 

MR.. GOL"D IE: 

MR. GOUDIE: 

Three~! believe. 

Three times? 

I believe it is three. I could ~e corrected now,but 

· I believe it is three. The hon. minister has promised -

~m.. NOLAN: It must be good fishing out there. 

MR. GOUDIE: The hon. minister has promised about eight times to 

come up,but he has not shown up all the times. 

other problems. 

There have been 

I wanted to ask one question of any hon. member of the 

House, particularly the hon. Minister of Transportation and 

Communications. I had hoped that the hen. member for Twillingate 

(Mr. Smallwood) would be in the House because he might be able to 

help out.,but 'tvhat does an area have to be or what does a person have 

to be in order to qualify for roads in this Province? That is what 

I would like to find out. There must be some qualification that an 

area has to have in order to get roads. It is certainly not industry. 

Labrador City and Habush, all kinds of iron ore being shippecl 

out of there every year; Churchill Falls,hydro being exported every 

day; Makkovik 7uranium I. assume ~dll be going ~head. I have not heard· 

anything to the contrary that it is not going ahead. And where are the 

roads? It is not industry, it is certainly not industry that dictates 
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l'JR. GOUDIE: tha.t;. an area receive ·a .road or a highway .•.. There is:·.:.,-.·"" .., , ·., 

a railway going i,eto Labrador City and on to Esker .j a bit of. a ·road 

that was constructed by CFLCo, I think, or Brinco fret!!. Esker ·to 

Churchill Falls and when someone decided along the way that they 

were going to put Gull Island on stream, I assume that was the 

reason the Tote Road,which we in Happy Valley - Goose Bay--now 

refe-r to as the Freedom Road, was built · to bring equipment in~·· 

But I mean there has not been no particular amount of work 

done on that highway from Churchill to Happy Valley - Goose Bay 

since the Gull Island project 
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Mr. Goudie: 

was delayed or stopped or whatever the status of it is. So it is 

not industry that dete~nes whether roads are running into an 

area or not, ·I find it quite amusing to listen to hon. members 

of the House,or in this case the Committee,stand and talk about 

roads having been built by one administration and now another 

administration is going to have to pave these roads, but we do 

not have any roads in Labrador to pave. I would like to have a 

couple. I would like to be able to get in or out. And I still 

maintain that that slogan which was put forth by one administration 

to Finish The Drive in '65 was completely false. They finished 

the drive in 1965 building a road from Port aux Basques to St. John's. 

They certainly did not b~ild the Trans-Canada Highway. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. GOUDIE: I mean,building a road from Port aux Basoues to 

St. John's is building a road across the island. Well,I maintain that 

if one wanted to build a Trans-Canada Highway, it would run through 

Vancouver or Hherever it starts on the West Coast to Goose Bay on 

the East Coast. No road. We do not have a road there. He have a 

few industries in Labrador, but ~.,.e do not have any roads. So I would 

like to know ~.rhat an area has to be or people have to be or he~.; many 

~eople there has to be in order to aualify for a road? There has to be 

something. There has to be some reason for it. As a matter of fact, . 

I ~nll buy lunch for the hon. member of the House,including the 

Clerks at the table,who can give me an answer to that question. Now 

I will stipulate it will not go beyond $10 for lunch, but I will 

pay for the lunch if I can get the ans~-1er to that question. Someone 

must be able to tell me. Maybe the hen. Hinister of Mines and 

Energy -

2--ffi.. FLIGHT: Ask about the Green Bay Road. 

"HR. GOUDIE: - my room mate can tell me how one qualifies to get 

a road in this Province? There has to be someway to qualify. 

MR. FLIGHT: Ask about the pavement in Green Bay. 
- ----
MR. GOUDIE: Baie Verte-White Bay, the Baie Verte Peninsula, there 
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Mr. Goudie: 

has to be a reason there for . the roads being. built. St. John's, 

there has got to be a reason for the roads being built here. 

Sm·"E HON. Hffi1BF.RS: Oh, oh! 

MR. GOUDIE: Hell what are they. 

~-fR. PECKFORD: I thought you were getting a road built. 

MR. GOUDIE: I am not getting any road built. We have a 

road from Hap-py Valley to Goose ·Bay, and of course to North ~-lest River -

CAPT. WINSOR: A Libe·ral road. 

MR. GOUDIE: Well I think I have to correct that. 

MR. MORGAN: There are roads. The Tory roads. 

MR. GOUDIE: The military, the American and Canadian Forces built 

the road from, I am told, Goose Bay to North West River, the McNamara 

Cotnpany "tvhen it "tvas building the Base. 

CAPT. E. WINSOR: Who built the bridge across North \vest River? 

MR. GOUDIE: That was built by the Provincial Government 

of a few years back. I will not mention the name of the bridge. 

MR. NOLAN: We noticed that. Sometimes you stutter. 

MR. GOUDIE: That is right. Yes. I get all tripped up "tvith 

it. 

CAPT. iVINS OR: The people are happy ~vi th the bridge. 

MR. GOUDIE: But that is the one question I have. ~vould 

someone please tell me what one has to be in order to qualify for 

roads-~"·. And I still maintain, I will just reiterate again, I do not 

think the Trans-Canada Highway is finished yet. It certainly does not 

go through the Mainland part of the Province; it goes from Port aux 

Basques to St. John's, the part in this Province does, it certainly 

does not go across. 

SOME HON. ~ffiERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. GOUDIE: . So I will leave it there. Will someone 

please answer that question? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hen. member for Mount Pearl. 
• 

MR. N. WINDSOR: Mr. Chairman, I would like first of all to 

second the motion by my hen. colleague for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie). 

Strangely enough,I have here the notes that I had for my re~arks and they 

.:.· Q..r:,),J':~ 
uA..·~..iu ·-



~ay 26, 1977 Tape 3300 PK - 3 

MR. N. 'tflNDSOR: 

start off ~tth TCR. I think I will correct that now and say TCR 

minus Labrador. I certainly agree with him, and I can understand 

his frustrations, and if he does find out what one has to do to 

get roads, if he would let me know I ~ill be only too happy to 

buy dessert. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, I would like to talk for a moment 

about the Trans-Canada Highway, but I am not going to use up a great deal 

of time on the ~ddening and upgrading of it. I do rot think t'here 

is any question about the need for that, and the hon. minister has made 

tremendous efforts to receive financing from Ottawa, and the announcement 

from Mr. Lang last evening is somewhat encouraging and we look at it 

with hope that at least the percentages ~vill be as 

we requested. It certainly is a start, and we look forward to having a 

more detailed explanation of exactly what financing will be available. 

But certainly it has to be a top priority. It is a very, very 

important project. 

'But just to mention a few things about the Trans

Canada Highway, and a few things I would like the minister to address 

himself to in his closing remarks later on, I wonder if the minister 

could tell us a little bit about the policy that I know has been 

under consideration by the department, because I have approached him 

on it privately before, but the policy for lighti~g of grade 

separations and major intersection across the Province. It is an 

im1;>ortant 
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MR. WINDSOR: aspect, Mr. Chairman, It is· an expensive 

undertaking and some of these overpasses would be expensive 

to light but I think it is important, particularly such 

overpasses as the Donovans Overpass and major intersections 

N1·f - 1 

such as the one at Notre Dame Junction and some of these. I would 

ask the minister if he could give us some idea of what the policy 

is and if there is any hope in the near future of getting some 

lighting of great separations and major intersecticns. I might 

mention al~o that the Donovans Overpass has been there for fifteen 

years; a little landscaping I do not think would be too expensive 

and it certainly lol'Ould help. 

MR. NOLAN: We do not go interferring now with the lobster and 

salmon season.· 

MR. N .. WINDSOR: No, well the fishermen's market is planned for the 

City. It will take over from there,no doubt. 

MR. NOLAN: What is planned for the City? 

~·!R.N. WINDSOR: A fisherman's market,is it not? 

MR. NOLAN: Oh,everything must be in the city. 

MR. N. WINDSOR: Oh well. I buy all my lobster out there too -

HR. NOLAN: Good man~ 

AN RON. ME}1BER: Hear! Hear! 

}ffi. N. WINDSOR: - ~.rhat I do not get it from my hon. frienrl from Pl;ocen tia. 

One thing I ~ould like to mention that - it ~s a little perhaps 

late,but I would like to compliment the minister on one thing 

that he has done, a number of things but one thing in particular, 

is the changing of the slow lanes that we used to have. They are 

· now changed to k.eep rigut o:Acept to pass and I think the minister 

is to be complimented on that. It is a great step. I have to temper 

it a little but by saying that some of these right hand lanes need to 

be extended to allow proper time to ease back into the main lane again, 

but no doubt that will come with the widening and upgrading of the 

Trans Canada Highway. But it c~rtainly is a good step. It was long 

overdue and I think the minister made the right decision on that. 
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MR. N. WINDSOR: On the Trans Canada itself, as I said I 

do not want to deal in length with the need for it,but it 

certainly is needed. Much of the construction on the road 

is substandard and I think that term needs to be qualified 

a little bit ~n that our highways, Mr. Chairman, were never 

designed for the heavy amount and volume of tractor-trailer 

traffic that is going on today and you are talking, and I 
.. 

do not want to get technical, you are talting about a flexible 

9avement design- and it is designed for the number of heavy 

vehicles primarily is one of your major considerations. The 

poticy -of CN has very clearly shown I think over the past 

number of years,and the policy is to phase out the railway 

and put freight traffic on our highway. I think this has been 

a major factor in the destruction of what we had as a : Trans 

Canada Highway, both to the pavement and the structure of that 

highway and certainly there is no question about the destruction 

of the safety aspect of travelling on that high-o;va.y •. 

Tne bon. member mentioned a few moments ago the number of 

tractor-traile~s and wood trucks on that highway is getting very, very critical 

and his point is well taken about the safety factors there. I contend 

that the reason we have such a large number of tractor-trailers and wood 

trucks is primarily because of the policy to c·iscourage rail freight . .~. 

Wood. for instance that -.;vas being shipped,! understand,from Glenwood 

to Corner Brcok is now being shipped by truck and there is no 

justification in my mind for that, Hr. Chairman. 

~ 11'. • !"L I GI:IT : They are ruj.ni.ng the Trans-canar'l2. ~o1ith these lo~H-'~s. 

}ffi. N. WINDSOR: That is right. Anway I think that is enough 

said about the Trans-Canada Highway. I would like to turn to some 

of the major roads in the St. John's region and concluding very 

briefly in my own district ·.2as the House is not too interested I 

guess in those but I will mention them as I go through. But When you 

talk about traffic I think we have to say that St. John's area has 

to be - it is critical at the moment. Planning has fallen -o;-.ray behind 

development in the provision of major arterial routes in and around 
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MR. N. WINDSOR:. the city. T~ere is no question that we need 

many upgraded roads in this area and they are in the works. ~!e 
. 

have a regional plan now, the urban region study has been done 

and we have a regional plan and the plan shows proposed arterial 

routes and hopefully some day they will come,.but I would like 

to emphasize the need for them a little bit. 

The St. John's regional plan recognizes the fact 

that. major development in this area is along an east - west 

-
axis, a simple corridor, the northeast ~evelopment area in the 

East End and the MOunt Pearl - New Town area and Conception 

Bay area in the West End, and the Cowan Heig~ts - Blacl~arsh 

Road area, basically along that ~is. Obviously therefore, 

traffic flow is going to increase in that direction and so there 

.is an increasing need for major arterial routes. We have to realize 

that most of the people,if not all of peopl~, but certainly a very 

high percentage of the people in New Town and Mount Pearl and in these 

subdivisions in the West End of the city are working in the city; coupled 

with that the number of people who are travelling daily in and out of 

the city, people from outside the city coming in and business from the 

city travelling out and freight moving back and forth, freight moving 

from Donavans Industrial Park to the business centres in the city and 

so forth. Kenmount Road has been allowed to develop. Essentially it 

is a commercial road now. It is no longer an arterial route. You cannot 

call it an arterial route any more,and I think the pressures are there 

and we will see the oroblem only getting worse in years to come. 

So we have an outer ring road plannecl > .. 
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Mr. N. Windsor: 

and you are talking a long time I think before we see it. I 

am sure the minister nas indicated his concern for it, and he 

~>Till give it some priority. But when can we afford it is the 

questionr We have to be realistic here. You know, I can stand 

here ana say we need the cross town arterial, the bifurcation road, 

the outer ring road and a dozen other roads. Well, let us be realistic. 

There is a matter of dollars and cents here, and unless the federal 

government comes through and helps us out on it, it is going to be 

some time before this Province could afford to build all of these 

roads on its own. 

Sir, I think that there are two roads that.are 

drastically in need of improvement immediately namely Kenmount 

Road and the Topsail Road. If this ar.nounced money from 

Ottawa comes through,hopefully widening and upgrading of the Kenmount 

Road at leas~ from the city limits to Donovans Overpass will be one 

of the top·priorities for that money. And I would certainly almost 

beg the minister to consider making that his top priority, or at 

least one of the top priorities for funds, I know there are areas, 

for instance, I think it is from Gamba to Terra Nova Park, it is 

certainly a critical section of highway that needs work on it. And 

there are other areas on the West Coast that are critical, around 

Bay St. Georges-Crabbes Brook area. There is no question about it. 

Anybody who drives over those roads I think would have to agree, 

from a structural point of view, but from a traffic point of view 

I think by far the most critical section of the Trans-Canada Highway 

would be the Kenmount Road, and I would hope that the minister would-

certainly give it every possible priority in the allocation of the 

funds hopefully we get from Ottawa. 

But, Sir, you can realize that there are ~eally 

only two lanes of traffic in and out of this city, one lane on 

Topsail Road going in or going out, and one lane on the Kenmount 

Road going out. The arterial road is there. It will be completed 

hopefully within the next couple of years, and it will help some 
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MR. N. WINDSOR: 

traffic from the lower end of the city. But the arterial road 

will never take away the significant amount of traffic from Topsail 

Road and ~enmount Road because most of these people. are not 

travelling that far; they are going to Hount Pearl and Donovans and 

to Conception Bay South. And then of course you come to the 

proposed Conception Bay South bypass, again another very 

important road. Conception Bay now is getting very heavily 

pooulated. There is a great flow of traffic daily from Conception 

Bay to St. John's, and that Conception Bay bypass linking up with 

the Harbour arterial, and the proposed outer ring road would make 

a tremendous improvement to traffic problems in Conception Bay 

itself. 

Sir, Topsail Road at the moment is - it is critical, 

~-
particularly the section between Blackmarsh Road and Commonwealth 

Avenue; the traffic on that daily now is just phenomenal, and the 

road itself is in bad state of repair, extremely bad~ and I think 

we certainly need work on it. Not only that,we.have problems there 

of drainage which we have set aside somewhat because hopefully 

Topsail Road will become four lanes; we have been working on it. 

The minister has indicated to me that certainly the engineering 

~Jork will commence very, very shortly. I will ask him to perhaps 

address himself to that. But I would certainly hope that engineering 

on that section of road begins immediately, and that we do everything 

possible to find some funds to spend on Topsail Road this year, at 

least that section between Blackmarsh Road and Commonwealth Avenue • 

. As I say we have drainage problems there; not only 

that we have some sewerage problems. Just last evening I had a call 

from a constituent of mine •..;ho lives there saying, Look, vTe hear 

there is a trunk sewer going down. In the Minister of t1unicipal 

Affairs1 estimates, there is a major trunk sewer for the \.J'aterford 

Valley and the Mount Pearl bypass sewer. 

MR. DINN: Seve~d a half million dollars. 
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MP... N. tflNDSOR: Seven and a half million dollars, yes. 

HR. FLIGHT: Is not that in the city? 

_MR._.· ._N_. WIND~S;;...;O=R~: Pardon? 

MR. FLIGHT: Is n~t that a city problem? 

-~. N. WINDSOR: No. No. Topsail Road is a Provincial 

highway. It is outside of the Town of Mount Pearl, It is the 

Hetro Board area. 

But this trunk sewe.r will hopefully over the 

next few years as funds become available allow-for servicing 

of the Topsail Road area and those developments with proper sewers. 

At the moment there is in the West Hills area a treatment 
~ 

plant d~ing into the Waterford River. A number of these people 

who live there have problems now with their septic tanks, and they 

are not prepared tq spend money on them because they feel, Well, in 

~~o or three years hopefully we can have a sewerage gystem that we 

can connect into •• so at the moment there are fifty tanks there 
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• 
MR. N. lrrNDSOR: ... . t~at: are not functioning properly and 

you are getting a certain amount of sewerage,believe it or not, going 

into these ditches. And then the ditches are blocked because hopefully 

we are going to expand or to widen the road - put in proper drainage -

and so one problem only makes the other one worse. So I would certainly 

hope that some funds can be found for Topsail Road. Obviously,we cannot 

do it all this year,or probably we cannot. But I would. certainly hope 

that we can have a very serious look at that section from Blackmarsh Road 

to Commonwealth Avenue. And the traffic problem there is one that - the 

road is just not wide enough to accommodate traffic that is wishing to 

travel on through Topsail Road and traffic that wants to make a left turn 

down onto Commonwealth Avenue. You have a backup sometimes a mile and a 

half to two miles at key points in the day - key times - heavy traffic 

times. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, one thing that does 

upset me, having said all that, the need for these roads, these two, 

Topsail Road and Kenmount Road, are top priority in my opinion. And yet 

I hear on the radio in the last couple of days the Deputy Mayor of 

St. John's saying that the City is going to spend a tremendous amount of 

money, perhaps maybe a ~llion dollars,on the intersection of Higgins Line 

and Prince Philip Parkway. And, Sir, I support that - no question about it. 

There is improvement needed there. Mr. Murphy neglected to say that I 

think three-quarters of that amount of money is provincial funds. 

Mr. Murphy seems to want people to think that that million dollars comes 

from the City. Well, Sir, three-quarte~s of a million of those dollars 

comes from the Department of Transportation and Communications -

MR. MORGAN: Mr. Murphy is playing politics, Sir. 

MR. N. WINDSOR: - and so it should, Sir. Certainly 

the Province should put some money into that. And,well, we have committed 

ourselves to it. But I would like the minister, Sir, and government to 

have another look at that and let us see if that three-quarters of a million 

dollars is not better spent on Kenmount Road and Topsail Road. Let us think 
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MR. N. WINDSOR: it over. 

AN ,HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. N. WINDSOR: I realize we have a commitment,and so 

we should have a commitment. Prince Philip Parkway needs to be done 

and I support it. Let us have a look perhaps at the design of it too. 

Do we need to .. spend $1 million on one intersection? 

AN RON. MEMBER: Very good thought. 

MR. N. WINDSOR: Sir, just in closing I would like the 

minister perhaps to consider one other thing here in talking on 

communications as another aspect of his department. I have had some 

complaints and petitions back from some residents of Bay Bulls who are 

having poor T.V. reception. And there is an area in my own district of 

Mount Pearl that has poor reception. · I would like the minister to take a 

look at that or to make a comment on that if he could and perhaps his 

department could look into it to see if it can be done. It is probably 

something that would be very difficult to overcome. But anyway, thank you. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

MR. LUSH: 

words on this particular 

The hon. member for Terra Nova. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to have a few 

under the minister's head and to talk about some 

of the needs in my district. And-

MR. PECKFORn: 

MR. LUSH: 

MR. F. WHITE: 

MR. LUSH: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR.. F. WHITE : 

MR. LUSH: 

Where is that again? 

Terra Nova, yes. 

vfuere the park is. 

And-

~~ere the golf mess is. 

the golf mess! 

Mr. Chairman, I can - like other districts 

there is tremendous need for road construction and upgrading and paving in 

the district of Terra Nova. And like -

MR. F. WHITE: - Not all paved? 

MR. LUSH: No. There are about fifty miles not paved 

as a matter of faet. And like all other hen. members I can certainly make a 

strong case that the roads in my district be paved. Indeed, I have said in 
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MR. LUSH: this Bouse so many times that I think 

the government is denying the area the opportunity to develop by not doing 

the roads, because all of the area is adjacent to· the Terra Nova National 

Park. And it is puzzling to me, it is bewildering to me why it is that 

the roads have been left neglected for such a long period of time consider

ing the fact that all the communities are adjacent to the Terra Nova 

National Park -and in order for the park and the communities to develop 

mutually, in order for the communities to benefit from the economic 

spin-off from the tourism'! from the tourists who visit the Terra Nova 

National Park, 
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~1R. LUSH: it is important that the roads be upgraded and be 

paved in the area. Otherwise neither the full potenCial of ·the -- ----- ... - -
park will be realized and neither will the adjacent communities 

get the full economic spin-off until this is done. And, Mr. 

Chairman, I am told - and the minister can probably pay attention 

to this to see if it is true - but I have been told that in almost e~ery 

other national park in Canada that w~en the federal government 

developed the national parks they also provided the infrastructure 

for public services to the communities adjacent to the parks, 

paving roads and providing water and sewer,and I am wondering 

why this government has not ~de any approaches to the federal 

government for the same kind of development,for the same kind 

of infrastructure for the communitie-s adjacent to the Terra Nova 

National Park.And I think it is a crime that it has not been 

done. We have people there that have been tremendously affected, 

their lifestyle has been changed by the park. And I am not 

suggesting that the~ are sorry that the ?ark is there,but the 

point is that the park has not meant the full potential to the 

people that it has because the compensating factors of providing 

services has not been followed through,and as I have said their 

lifestyle has been affected tremendously, the people cannot 

hunt the way they used to, they cannot fish, they cannot cut 

wood and to compensate for this I think it was almost obligatory 

on the federal government to pave roads and provide services so 

that the people could - for loss of the kind of lifestyle that 

the people were used to so that could take advantage of the tourist 

development that could accrue to the area if the proper services 

were provided. 

I am sure that the minister is aware also that for a large part 

of the district,and I presented a petition to that affect that 

in order for people to get to the Trans-Canada that they have got 

to go a good distance out of their way, people from the Bonavista 
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MR. LUSH: peninsula and fro~ the southern part of my own district, 

Cannings Cove, Musgravetown-; Lethbridge, thes.e people have to go 

around Clarenville to get up to the Trans-Canada,which is a 

considerable distance out of their way. The main link to the 
I 

Trans-Canada is not done and it should be done; the road from 

Port Blandford to Musgraveto~~ could provide a most important 

link for these people in that southern part of the district to 

the Trans-Canada Highway and it .~s not done. 

Another very important road, r{r. Chairman, is the road from 

Eastport to Burnside. Now a lot of people have a tendency to 

disregard the road to Burnside,a most important road, a road 

that provides the link with St. Brendan's, an island, an island 

that is marooned and these people, their only link to 

the mainland is through the ferry service and through the road 

link from Burnside to Eastport. The road is in a deplorable 

condition and it is used extensively and I am sure 

that the minister is aware of this that if this road were upgraded 

and paved that there ~.;rould be much more traffic on it. 

AL'1 RON. HEMBER: Hhich road is that? 

HR. LUSH: The road from Eastport to Burnside. Tl::ere are an 

awful lot of people using that road. Hr. Chairman, I can also 

in talking about that also talk about the 

ferry service. I happelled to visit St. Brenda..-,.' s this 't'leek - and 

this is my third trip to St. Brendan's in the past year,and I 

have never baen able to get my car over. On three trips I have 

had--to leave the car on the Burnside side of the water - not enough 

room on the ferry. I do not know what the ferry can take,four 

cars maybe. And this weekend I counted the cars when I came 

back on Sunday. -rnere 't¥ere twenty cars parked at Burnside. 

People cannot get their cars over; if you can get it over you 

got no guarantee what time you are going to 'get it back., The ferry service 

is most inadequate and I know the minister is aware of it and I 
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MR. LUSH: do believe that he has been trjing to do his best 

to see that the service is improved. But the whole service,the 

road service, the ferry service from St. Brendan's through 

Burnside,and then the road from Burnside up to Eastport,it all makes 

for a '?e!7, very poor tr~nsportation system for the.se people. 

And again the improvement of the transportation system would 

mean a lot to that area because I am sure that there are an 

awful lot of Newfoundlanders, a tremendous amount of Newfoundlanders who) 

if the ferry service were adequate, if the road system were good, 

would want to visit St. Brendan's, a beautiful spot, probably 

one of the few areas of typical and traditional Newfoundland 

still left.And there are a lot of people who would want to visit 

that area but because of the ;oar transportation system they do not 

have an opportunity, it is just too inconvenient. 
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Would the hon. member permit me for a 

moment? The Speaker asked that I make this announcement to the House. 

As yuu know today being Thursday the so-called Late Show is held 

at 5:30P.M. At 5:00 P.M. the Speaker has to inform the House of 

the items to be debated. He asked that the Committee not raise 

itself but to make this announcement. There is only one subject 

for debate this evening, that by the hon. member fo~ Bellevue 01r. · Callan) 

who will debate with the EOn. House Leader the question regarding 

amendments to the Ombudsman Act. !hat being the only item submitted, 

the time has now _passed for other items to be submitted. 

MR.. HICKMAN : May I, before we get back to the matter under 

discussion? · By 5:30 P.M. the Committee must rise under the rules, 

but ~y colleague, the hon. Minister of, Transportation and Communications, 

I understand, will have but eleven minutes left on his estimates, 

and with leave of the Committee and the House I would like to suggest 

· that we complete the estimates of the han, Minister of Transportation 

and Communications· then rise the Committee and then have our Late Show 

debate, and we will still be out of here before 6:00 P.M, if the Committee 

is agreeable. 

MR. NEARY: There is only one topic? 

MR.. HICKMAJ.'l: Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: - Is it agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Agreed. 

The hon. member for Terra Nova. 

MR. LUSH: Mr. Chairman, I will try not to take too much 

time, because I do want to hear the minister respond to some of the 

things which have been raised. Let me just summarize and give the 

Committee the essence of what I am trying to say in this part,and 

that is that I do not think there is an area in Newfoundland that is more 

admirably suited for tourist development, and an important part of 

that is the development of roads, because of its proximity to the Terra Nova 

National Park and again until this is done neither the communities nor 
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the park will be able to reap the sufficient economic spin-off from 

the Terra Nova National Park. And I think it is important that these 

communities be given top priority in getting the roads done so that 

the tourist industry can be properly developed. And I think this is 

most important. And again I T..rould certainly ask the minister whether 

or not anybody on the government side, whether he or"whether the 

Minister of 'Tourism have approached the government to do the same 

thing for the communities adjacent to the Terra Nova National Park 

as they have done to other communities where national parks were 

developed and that is to provide the infrastructure for public 

services. .~d I could go on, Mr. Chairman, talking about the road 

to Terra Nova, a community that is fourteen miles up from the Terra Nova 

National Park, and again a road that gets used extensively right 

throughout the year by hunters and in the Summer by tourists and again 

it is a most atrocious .road, not at all suited for any kind of traffic 

whatsoever. It is a poorly constructed road and certainly needs upgrading 

to be able to cope with the traffic that goes over it. 

And all I can say to the minister - and 

I realize that he has got a difficult job with all the roads around 

this Province that need to be upgraded and paved - is that I only wish 

that there was some policy instead of -. wait and see. I wish there was 

some policy whereby people would know. But I realize his problem, 

and I am certainly going to suggest to him that in view of the traffic 

that uses the roads in the district of Terra Nova that the minister 

give attention to using the liquid calcium treatment on as many roads as 

possible. I must say he has done it in 
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!'-m.. LUSH: · Terra Nova and the people there are very happy. 

Burnside,it was done there,but there are a couple of more that 

I would like to see it done, particularly the road from 

Traytown, the ex~ension, I forget what they call it, it used 

to be called the old Eastport Road but it is not called that 

now, the one going doWn though where the pavement ends and 

takes you on through the park. 

AN HON. "MID1BER: (Inaudible). 
' 

MR. LUSH: Yes, And then also of course the roads in - I would 

hope that some construction is going to start on the Bunyan's Cove 

Road, particularly from Bunyan's Cove to Musgravetown,and I would 

hope that liquid calcium treatment can be ap~lied to the road 

from Lethbridge to Jamestown, again a lot of traffic because it 

is a beautiful area and a lot of people visit. 

Just to quickly finish,! do want to talk about 

communications; again communications is poor in areas of 

television and in areas of telephone service. Telephone service 

has got to be very, very poor, particularly in St. Brendan's. 

I call so many times, I get cut off, I cannot get throuyh. I do 

not know what kind of a service it is. I called the Newfoundland 

Teleohone so many times and I keep hearing -

AN RON. HE.J.'1BER: CNT • 

HR.. LUSH: No, Newfoundland - 0~, yes.! am sorry,it is. Right. 

CN. Sorry. And I called CN and I was told that there was going 

to be a new system put in but it is the most obsolete, the most 

archaic system there has got to be and yet these people pay 

for their services and yet it is a terrible, terrible, terrible 

service. J..nd the ~vhole phone system right throu(!hout the C!istrict 

leaves a lot to "be desirec. Ancl communications, again '"i th respect 

to television, outside of Glovertown the reception is very, very 

poor and again for an area right in Central Ne~~oundland, right adjacent 

to a national park. people would hardly believe that the people 
I 

·-· - - --
there cannot get good television reception. 
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MR. LUSH: Well that is the situation, Ur. Chairman, and 

with that I will finish and hope that the minister can have 

time to deal with the issues that we have all raised. 

}!R. CHAIID1AN: The han. member for Bellevue. 

~. CALLAN: Mr. Chairman, I want to take just a few minutes. 

I could take an awful lot longer than that but there may be one 

or two other members who probably want to get u~ for a second 

time. There is an awful lot that could be said, and the last 

speaker there from Terra Nova (Mr. Lush) kind of hinted on many 

of the things,of course,because it is, judging from the dialogue 

today one would almost think that this was just a Bepartment 

of Transportation and had nothing to do with ccmmuniciatcn 

because communications has not been mentioned all 

that much. Speakers have been concentrating en the problems 

and the roads in their own districts and what have you. But 

much could be said about the ccmmunic~tions part of it 

because,you lcnow,the telephone service provided by.the 

telephone companies in this Province leave~ muc~ to be desired. 

This is true in my o'm district, but I and ether !!lem.bers 

have had an opportunity to talk about this problem in 

presentin~ petitions earlier in the session. The petitions ~vere 

presented about bad TV reception in areas of the Province and 

I and other members got a chance to talk about television 

reception then and of course the telephone reception as well. 

So because time is short all I want to do is 

say a few words and I think the tack that I will take,which is 

obvious from the taCk that was taken by the member for Baie 

Verte- White Bay (Hr. Rideout), I think what I will say is that 

I agree with the minister when he says 1 and of course the -ot~ers Hho 

have said thLt, you know7it is impossible to do all the roads at 

one time and the money must be spread around the Province as much as 

possible. The Department of Transportat~on and Communications is like 

-~ 92~0 



May 26, 19i7 Tape ~o. 3306 ~P1 - 3 

MR.. CALLA...'l : . th.e Dep~~tment of Municipal Affairs: and~· Housing···, •-~· :~:"·;::: · '·- , 

and it is like the Department of Social Services and one or :two: .. 

other departments of government, you know it does not take all 

that much i.Inagination really, I do not believe·,and I am not. 

saying anything to belittle.any of the ministers, but it is 

the structure, it is the way that de~artments are set up, 

They are not like the Department of Rural Development or the 

Department of Industrial Development, or the Department of 

Fisheries where imagination is required and I have on occasion 

contradicted or criticized these ministers of these 

other departments for not having too m.uch imagination in 

closing up shop rather than opening up new and better industries 

and what have you and improving the fisheries. 

This departm~~t 
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is an excellent department to play politics with if a minister ~a~ 

so inclinced. Because there are no areas in the rural areas of 

this Province, there is no distri~t where politics could nat be 

played in the highest order if the minister so wanted to do. We 

saw some of that happen last Spring in the by-elections and perhaps 

we will see some of it again in the next couple of weeks. I do not know. 

There is some of that goes on. But I must say this that my honest 

opinion is that I think the minister is being as fair as he possibly 

can be because he has a Cabinet that tells him perhaps or tries to 

sway him to do some things that perhaps he does not want to do. So 

as far as the Markland road is concerned, and the Southwest Arm and 

other roads in my large district of thirty-six communities, · a lot of 

these communities, perhaps fifteen or twenty of them, with no paved 

road. I could say an awful lot about these roads and the need for 

pavement and reconstruction and what have you. But I am going to take 

this nice tack · hoping that perhaps, you know, a bit of honey is 

better than - what is they say? - a bit of vinegar • . And I am hoping that 

the minister will find some money in his estimates to do some work. 

Mr. Chairman, I think it is fair to say that 

quite often the trouble that I have and the phone calls that I get 

regarding highways, the year round phone calls, are phone calls that 

pertain to a road that has not been graded for a month or a month and 

one-ha~f or two months. And this, you know, I think,could be rectified. 

AN HON. MEMBER: There is not enough equipment. 

MR. CALLAN: I do not know if there is enough equipment. 

You know, we hear stories about highways crews sitting in the 

camps playing cards and so on. Whether that is happening or not, 

I do not know. But, you _know, .·! ,get some calls from i.:i.~ate people 

who have to travel over some of these roads, these unpaved and poorly 

kept roads. And, you know, if I phonethe foreman the n~xt day or so the 

job is done. Or if the minister decides that he should do it, you know, it is 

done. The question I want to ask is, Why is not perhaps-··a better watch 
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kept on the foremen to see that they are doing the best that can 

be done with the equipment that they have. 

Much could be said about the Trans 

Canada, of course, and we heard the member for Haunt Pearl 

(Mr. N. Windsor) talk about the n~Pd for upgrading the Kenmount Road 

and that section there. Mr. Chairman, there is no question about 

that. As it hap~ens I travel over that road, the Kenmount Road,at 

an hour in the morning - I travel it everv day, five days a week-

but I travel over that road at an hour in the morning probably 

between 9:30 A.M. and 9:45 A.M. when the traffic is not that 

heavy. And in the evening, of course, as I leave after 6:00 P.~. or 

at night, 11:00 P.M or 12:00 midnight, again the tr~ffic is not 

heavy. But on occasions I have been mixed in traffic there. And 

the thing that I cannot understand is, why- you know, with the 

road that we have there - why is it that people drive· out over 

that Kenmount Road in a sixty mile zone going twenty~five and 

thirty-miles an hour? And the question that I often wonde~ to myself 

is why are not the police patrols there issuing tickets to people 

who, in my opinion, cause a~cidents because they get a driver all 

frustrated and so when you get clear of that traffic, you are driving 

seventy and eightv, making up for the time that you lost because 

you were riding behind this poor creature who was not going anywhere, 

probably out the Conception Bay Highway. If there was another lane 

there, a slow lane, of course, then that driver hopefully would 

be over there. I rather doubt it though, because even on the Trans-

Canada - I think it was about this time last year that the slow lane, 

Keep Right Except To Pass was brought in, and there are still thousands 

of drivers on our highways who still do not understand and do not do 

what they are supposed to do under the law, and they do not do it. So 

the fact that there are not --a.ccideifts and so on, you know, has nothing 

do with the fact that the rule has been changed. It is just that 

people are awfully defensive, I think, in their driving habits. 
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I believe, Mr. Chairman, to be a 'little 

humorous here, I believe that a lot of these drivers are lady 

drivers, and I am not, you know, bi~sed agains~ lady drivers. 

I noticed them • As they turn off to go out Conception Bay or 

wherever ttey go, just before they get to the overpass there, and 

as I pass them, I glance over and, you know, ninety-five per cent of 

the time it is a woman who is driving along, taking her time, twenty~five 

and thirty miles an hour in a sixty mile zone. I have a suggestion -

MR. NOLAN: A very narrow minded view. 

MR. CALLAN: No, I am talking about facts. I have 

seen the drivers and I know who they are. But, of course, some of them 

are men, but the large percentage of them are· ladies, and I am wondering 

how they got their licences in the first place. That is the question 

I ask. I believe that they probably got their licences back two or three 

or four years ago when the mini skirt was high in fashion. And I 

kno~i ladies have said to me that they 
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make sure they wear a mini-skirt when they go to take their 

test with the RCMP or ~herever it happens to be. And they 

inadvertently get their licences because 

AN RON. ME}ffiER: It is a job to know when they are i~ the gallery. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Chairman, now I am serious when I say that 

I think that the man or the person who drives thirty or thirty-five 

in a sixty mile zone should be watched just as carefully and should 

be ticketed just as often as the person who is driving sixty-five 

and seventy, you know, in a sixty mile .zone. Because both people 

are equally to blame for car accidents,! am sure of that. 

And of course something else, Mr. Chairman, while I am 

on this,a lot of people have the opinion that it is the slow driver, 

the slow driver,the first car up front who is to blame. But I 
-""-. ' 

contend that it is the second driver and the third who refuse · to 

pass that slow driver · who quite often causes accidents as well. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not want to take any more time, As 

I said I have taken a light~hearted touch to this; I am hoping that 

the minister when -he distributes his money for roads will consider 

that the people out in Markland have been waiting for years and 

years and years and years, and the Southwest Arm, of course, I 

could talk about the fish that is trucked over that, millions of 

pounds, on both sides of Southwest Arm. There will be some paving 

done in the district of Bellevue this year, I am happy to learn, 

and I am happy about that, and I hope that some more work will be done, 

If it is not done by contractor it will be done by the Highways 

crews who I feel are sometimes not doing 100 per cent or even 90 or 

80 or sometimes not even 50 per cent what they should be doing to 

upgrade and ditch and put in extra culverts and so on for the existing 

roads that could be improved on. 

Mr. Chairman, with these few remarks I will let somebody 

else take a crack at it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Chairman, while we appreciate the jocular 

fashion in which my hon. friend delivered his remarks about drivers 
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and so on, that there is no policy or paper I know of within the 

Liberal Party outlining his vie~YS on women drivers -

MR. CALLAN: Not personally •. 

MR. NOLAN: - or on the opposite side for that matter, or in the 

NDP -

~ R. PECKFORD: I am wondering if the 

hen. member for Bellevue wants to remain here in the House, 

Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CALLAN: Yes,I -

MR.. PECKFORD: Or does he want to join the hen. member for 
• 

Port de Grave (~r. Dawe). 

MR. CALLAN: - I ~<~ill live with it. 

AN RON. Mm"BER: He is truthful. 

}ffi. NOLAN: No, I think, the member is an error. 

SO~E HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

~1R. NOLAN: Oh, no! You would not suggest that the member is 

not tellin~ the truth, but surely you must Qgree that he is somewhat in 

a bit of an error'} because I do not know what you see on the road 

but I do not think any of the men got anything to· boast about in 

their methods of driving. 

~. CALLAN: That is true. I agree ~..rith that. 

MR. NOLAN: So surely we would not want as a member of the 

House or members of the House to be charged with discrimination 

and that is exactly what we could be charged 'tdth if that was 

permitted to stand. 

Anyway the Minister of Transportation and Communications 

has got to -give an account of himself for some of the situations 

that continue to go on under his administration. How much time do 

you have- by the ~vay? 

~"R. MORGAN: ~Vhatever you leave me. 

MR. NOLAN: Okay. lvell I do not 'tvant to detain the mi.nister, 

I am not sure if my friend opposite refer to the Topsail Road situation 

which is an abortion. It is just terrible. And also the situation 

that is needed for the artery, for the bypass or call it what you 
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like from ~anuels Bridge. Is the minister listening to \·lhat I 

am saying at all? --from Manuels Bridqe to the crossto~-m . . "' 

arterial. 

Nm:.,. the hen. minister from time to time says, Hell .that 

is fine if Otta~·ra .;.;rill go along with this, and Ot ta,-ra \•Till go along 

~,.;rith that. :.Tow ~.;re are quite prepared to support the ninister on 

anything he comes up with that is reasonable, when he is prepared 

to out on the table of the House \vhat his list of priorities are. 

And that road that is supposed to go from Manuels Bridge, for example, 

up to the crosstm·m arterial to help alleviate a treacheous, 

dangerous situation on the Conception Bay Highway. 

So I mean the minister has really got to put 

up or shut up in this instance. If he has got it do'vn fourteenth 

on his list of priorities or sixteenth or ~Nentieth going to Ottawa 

do not exnect any s~Pathy from us because he is not going to get 

. it. So it is as simple as that. He know the politics he plays 

Hith u~ in Otta\·Ya, ~-1e knmv- he goes up for his little meetings, you 

knmv- 'tve are fairly ~7ell informed, you see. 

So the minister has got to do something. The 

'!'rans-Canada: right here, for example, I do not kno~·7 if the $3') nillion 

or $100 mi,llion or 't·7hatever is going to be allocated - $30 million 

here - vrill provide the four lanes that is so badly needed on the 

Kenmount Road. 

HR. HORGAN : For the overpass. 
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MR. NOLAN: An overpass? 

MR. MORGAN: To the overpass. 

MR. NOLA!~: Oh~ I see, yes, exactly. 

And also I could go into some of the 

problems we have in Foxtrap,which is a nonincorporated area, 

of course. But I have discussed these matters with the minister 

privately. I am not going to detain him unduly. There are any number 

of things that I could get into here within his estimates. We do not 

have time unfortunately since he is also Minister of Communications which 

we have not touched on to any degree here or sufficiently today, but 

I would certainly hope that we can have another go at the minister 

·later on perhaps under some other heading or under the Question Period. 

But I hope that the minister now will outline his plans for this year, 

and let us not have it hanging, and see where we are . going here with the 

Department of Transportation. People are waiting to hear what the 

minister's plans are, and now he has got to lay it on the ta~le, and 

we will find out. So we will give the minister ten minutes now to do 

just that. 

MR. • CHA!IU"..A..'l : The hon. Member for Fogo. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: Mr. Chairman -

HR. CRAIIL~: Before I recognize the hon. member for 

Fogo, it is my understanding that we go on to 5:41P.M., ·instead of 

5:30P.M. We will not adjourn at 5:3Q·p·.M. We will go on to 

5:41 P.M. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: 

The bon. member for Fogo. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I will not delay the minister, because 

it is important that he have an opportunity to run through this 

estimates and perhaps deal with a few headings 'or items ·- under 

each heading. However there are just two matters that I am going to 

bring to his attention right now. The minister was alleged to have 

stated somewhere - I do not know where - that he would undertake to have 
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a survey done to examine the possibility, the feasibility,_ the economics, 

etc., etc., of a causeway across Fogo Island. However, it is 

the opinion - or it it well-known among the people of Fogo that 

the minister, as I said, is alleged to have stated that. \~ether 

or not is correct or not it is up to the minister to refut.~ or deny 

or confirm. 

But the other question is more important, 

Mr. Chairman, and that is the number of hours of breakdown that they 

had on Fogo Island last year, because of broken down equipment. The 

minister I am sure is familiar ~th this, but at one time .they. had no grader 

at all on the Island. It just so happened that it was the worst time 

of the year~during the Spring thaw, and there was no grader there for 
I 

several weeks. And when it was arranged to get a grader in, they got 

it to the wharf in Carmanville, and because the regular ferry was out of 

service then I do not think they could get it across. But my point is 

that it should not be - you know, there should have been a new one 

there or a spare_ one. You know, the Island~where it is isolated, 

especially in the Spring of the year when we have so much drift 

ice, it should not be left stranded with only one piece of machinery, 

and that is a fairly old piece of equipment. So I would appreciate 

the minister's remarks.on those matters. 

MR. MORGAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, I was hoping to 

reply to all the speakers, but I do not know if I will have time or 

not now. I was also hoping to go down through the estimates per 

heading and if there were any questions on each individual heading 

or any heading there, to answer these questions as they come along 

down the headings. I will be as brief as possible. 

First of all the member for t-lindsor - Buchans 

(Mr. Flight) made some good points, and he also put some questions 

with regards to his area in his district. I would like to inform the 

hon. gentleman at this time,and the House,that as a result of 

recent discussions between my colleague, the Minister of Mines and 

Energy, and myself, it has now been agreed to have the officials of these 
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two departments - well~ from my department and from the 

Hydro people in ~he Department of Mines and Energy - to sit down 

and discuss the possibility of looking at the potential development 

of the Hinds Lake, to build a road from Howley down to Hinds Lake 

and come on from there fr0111 the Hinds Lake devel,opment down to 

Buchans. And, of course, that .will be sort of a joint venture of 

the two departments concerned. So ·that is under very active 

consideration right now as a result of the meetings of this past week, 

and that is happening now. He referred to the road across to the -

I am very pleased by the way that he mentioned he felt that the 

road across to the Burgee road or the Southwest Brook is,he felt, 

more important than the road going to Howely, and I agree with him 

there. Of course, there is a strong possibility 
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:mL MORGAN: now w~ will_ ~~d_ up with two r~ads, looking 

at the Rinds Lake potential. He mentioned that five miles of road going 

across - there is a thirty-eight mile woods road from Buchans down to 

Lloyds Lake and the last five miles of that road was built by Eastern 

Road Builders back in 1972 and it cost $509,000. So what is left now 

is really a sixteen mile gap of road to be constructed. There is a road 

now except for a sixteen mile gap between Lloyds Lake and over to the end 

of the contract that was given to Chaulk's Transport, which is a forest 

access road. So that is all that is left. So hopefully - really it is 

eighty-six miles across there, but there is only a sixteen mile gap for 

new road construction. _ So there is a strong possibility now, Mr. Chairman, 

that the hen. gentleman could end up in his district with the two major 

roads he referred to, a road from Buchans to Howley and the road across 

to Southwest Brook. But these matters will be outlined in more detail 

when - I do intend to travel to the Buchans area and hopefully be 

accompanied by the member at the same time and to outline in detail what 

the plans are. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to contradict 

the han. gentleman on one point he made. He is concerned about mainland 

firms getting work and he referred to one in particular -

1~. FLIGHT: Correct or contradict? 

MR. MORGAN: Contradic~ because of the fact that 

Nova Construction,: although originally from Nova Scotia~ do have 

a Nova Construction (Newfoundland) Limited and they do e~loy Newfoundlanders 

-
and they are looked upon as a Newfoundland company. And they are a pretty 

good company. They deal with Newfoundlanders in a fair way, And I do not 

want to get involved in mentioning any compan~ but because the hon. gentleman 

mentioned this specific company I would like to point out that they are really 

looked upon as a Newfoundland company. 

The tractor-trailers, that is a very obvious 

-- · 
concern of our department for quite some time. We have talked to other 

provinces with regards to regulating the tractor-trailers in some manner! 
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MR. MORGAN: for example, the possibility of keeping them 

off the road at night - I am sorry, having them on the road at night 

and keeping them off the road on the weekends. These possible things 

could occur. I am not saying they will, but they could. It depends on 

the increase this year over last year in_ the tractor-trailer activity. 

The lowering of the speed limit is still 

another act under consideration for all traffic. That is not being ruled 

out. The possibility of reducing the speed limit is not being ruled out 

by the department, but I think it would apply to all traffic more so than 

one type of traffic. 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. gentleman from 

Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor) mentioned some very important point~. And of 

course, the hon. gentleman from Naskaupi offered a free lunch to anybody 

who could define the qualifications for a road. I think I am going to have 

tD wait until after my estimates to explain to him because it would take too 

long and that means I am going to lose my lunch tonight. But, Mr. Chairman, 

the Mount Pearl member, my friend and colleague~ b~ought up some good 

points. One which was very important dealt 'tdth the need for lighting on 

intersections across the Province. That has been overlooked for too long. 

And if the hon. gentlemen would look at the estimates this year - there is 

a new vote in our estimates this year - 1705-03-10 called 'Pedestrian Crosswalks' 

and we are going to include in that vote the possibilities of erecting light

ing. We are also going to look at the possibility of having some of the 

municipalities in cost-sharing programmes to establish these intersection 

lightings-: for example, Glovertown intersection, Gamba, Eastport 

Peninsula, Notre Dame Junction~ any of these.·. the possibility of including 

having the two levels of government, municipal and provincial involved in 

cost-sharing of these necessary lig~tings will be discussed. 

On ~he Topsail Road and the roads in the 

St. John's area as was also mentioned by the member from Mount Pearl, my 

friend and colleague~ I would like to clearly tell him today that there 
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MR. MORGAN: will be engineering work .carried out 

this Summer on the Topsail Road to carry out the necessary work there. 

Whether or not the actual work will commence this year I cannot say at 

this time, but I am hoping that sufficient funds will be found to 

commence the work. But the engineering work will be done this year. 

The Kenmount Road, of course, is part of the highway upgrading programme 

and we are hoping that can get moving as well this year. That depends 

on the outcome of the upcoming negotiations. The Ring Road, by the way, 

is a priority as well as acrosstown in the road network in St. John's 

and that will be included in the upcoming DRE'E agreements - or 'DREE talks, 

I should say - hopefully for an agreement this year. The Ring Road is 

a priority there and so is acrosstown to tie into the harbour arterial. 

So to tie into the comments from the bon. gentleman from Conception Bay 

South (Mr. Nolan) as well - he is not listening now~ 
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but he is not concerned with the roads down to Conception Bay -

but the Conception Bay Access is also a priority. It is not 

down sixteenth or seventeenth on the list, it is a priority, it 

ties into the ring road, and the bifurcation road and across ~own. 

Now I am sure he will agree that 'vithout fed.eral assistance it is 

going to be difficult to get these roads .moving, but they will be 

included in the upcoming talks when my colleague the Intergovernmental 

Affair~ Minister is in Ottawa in the hope that we can get the ring 

road, the crosstown, and the Conception Bay Access. The crosstown 

really should be a municipal responsibility. And speaking of 

municipal responsibility,! do agree with my colleague as well that -

I should not be too political,! guess, but Mr. Murphy a few days 

ago was really playing politics, I am assuming he is running for 

mayor , or he obviously would not be making the statements he is making, 

but he gave the impression that the city of St. John's is completely 

rebuilding the Prince Philip Parkway. The taxpayers of the Province 

are payin~ for that cost to the amount of three-quarters of a million 

dollars this year -

AN HON. MEMBER: Seventy-five per cent of the total cost • . 

~f.R. MORGAN: Seventy-five per cent of the total cost, 75/25, 

and therefore my friend from Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor) is right 

when he says that these statements should never have been made. 

With regards to the member for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush) and 

his comments, I agree with him on the improvements to the ferry 

services to St. Brendans in particular. And I am pleased to inform 

my han. friend that negotiations will be commencing almost immediately, 

well as soon as the Trans-Canada Highway thing is resolved with 

~~r. Lang and his officials. And we have agreed - I rep lied to this 

question this morning from my friend and colleague for Lewisporte (Mr. 

~Jhite) that as a result of more or less the ultimatum nut to us on 

the ferry services, we will open negotiations in the immediate future, 

in the month of June, and ~·7e are hoping to resolve the problems. 
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Mr. Morgan: 

l·7ith regards to improve-d ferry terminals particularly at Change 

Islands and St. Brendan's. I understand funds are approved for 

St. Brendans for the wharf, the new ferry terminal. And we will 

agree to build a road in Pennys Cove to that whar~, in St. Brendan's. 

So I am hopeful that our negotiations again with the 

federal minister will result in satisfaction to having these terminal 
.. 

facilities upgraded and improved, and in fact, the ferry services in 

general improved. 

Most of the comments, Mr. Chairman, by the hon. gentlemen 

today were maybe more or less . paroch~a~, ·_ ~;1ey were pertaining to their 

own districts. The last speaker, in fact- I think it was the last 

speaker, the second last speaker-referred to his district, and I 

cannot,as I earlier said,give the full details of this year's 

programme at this time. It needs .further investigation by the 

I 

department officials and myself, and analayzing the petitions·~ and 

the I?-eeds put forward to the department. But at least I ldll make 

one announcement for the second last speakerlthat I am pleased to 

inform him that tenders will be called, in fact, I think the day or 

tomorrow for paving in his district, in Belle~e, the roads to 

Garden Cove and the roads to North Harbour will be paved and tenders 

are called today. So the tenders will be staggered out over the next 

number of weeks and months for different projects throughout the 

Province. And I can assure you that the hon. members in the 

Opposition will be dealth with in a fair way. 

So, Mr. Chairman, unfortunatley time seems to fly 

and I think that the discussions we have had were good discussions. 

There were no personality clashes. There were no bitterness. There 

was no politica.l debate. It lV'as a straightfonTard debate on Transportation 

and Communications, and the importance of this field of government 

to all of us as members. So, Mr. Chairman, what I would like to do 

now is have the items called, and any further questions on any item 

I will be glad to answer • 

.· 92'15 
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Mr. Morgan: 

But one reply to my friend from Fogo (Capt. Winsor) 

at this time whether or not I was misquoted or what it was on the 

causeway, but truthfully I cannot see the feasibility· or in fact 

the reasonable, anything of a reasonable tt:ought being given to 

putting a causeway to Fogo. 

On the equipment, Mr. Chairman, I earlier outlined 

that this year we are spending $3 million, we spent a littl~ over 

$3 million last year. I am hoping thae in places like Fogo that 

we can find fairly new equipment to put in there so if breakdowns 

I 

do occur they will be only of a minor nature. 

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG) : 

On motion 170::J,.-Ol through 1703- 02-08 carried • 

... 
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On motion subhead 1704-01 through subhead 

1704-03-Q2, carried. 

MR.. CHAIR21AU: The hon • . ~ember _ fo! Lewisporte. 

~.!R. WHITE: Mr. Chairman, 1704-03-03 - Erection of~ h;ghway 

signs. Mr. Chairman, as hon. members know, and I want to 

be quick on this one, the ferry William Carson now goes out 

of Lewisporte, it started last year up to Labrador and I ~oticed 

this past weekend and every weekend that I have been driving 

on the Trans-Canada Highway there is a huge sign on the Trans 

-
Canada, nea~ ArgentiE, near the Argentia Access which shows 

. 
the direction of the ferry to Nova Scotia and yet aear the 

Lewisporte Junction there is not a single thing and not a single 

sign to indicate that there is a ferry going up to Labrador, so 

I wonder if the minister could make note of that. 

MR. CRAIID~: The hon. member for Windsor - Buchans. 

!:-!R. FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, on the same thing, as quickly as 

I can, I believe it is time for the minister's department -we 

have got scattered across the Island - if we have gone to metric 

let us go metric because going across the Island we have metrics 

and then you run into the mileage signs and it can be confusing. 

I co not necessarily agree with metric anvwav bnt since WP-

have .gone metric let us go all the way metric and take down 

the mileage signs. And then the other one with the erection 
. 

of highway signs I would point out,and I realize that the 

minister had so many things to address himself to when he made 

his last statement as such but I would like to get a comment 

from him on the position now of the Province with regards to 

being - the department's ability to put out hazardous, precautionary 

signs, what have you, their readiness and their equipment. 

~1R. NOLAN: Mr. Chairman, if I may very quickly, on friend's __ _ 

reference to metric; I can certainly support him in what he is 

saying but I am a bit scared about the.whole thing because of the 

fact that there are older people in this Province who may not be able 
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HR. ~TOLAN: to adjust as quickly as some of us to metric and 

so on and I think it is quite 

AN RON. MEHBER: It is a job for some of us to adjust. 

HR. NOLAN: Yes, the member is perfectly right. But nevertheless 

I am just Hondering, I am not trying to shoot down the metric 

conversion now at all;but I do believe that there are people 

~.:rho may have some very real difficulty with it and I do not 

think that we should in a very heartless and callous fashion 

just wash them all aside and say, '"'well look here, if you do 

not go along with it it is just tough." 

So I would hope that the minister would consider 

these people who may not be as quick to adjust to metric conversion 

and so on as our hon. friend opposite mentioned, there are some young 

people too who will have some difficulty. 

MR. HICKMA...l\l: They will not be alone. 

}ffi. NOLAN: Of course. 

MR. HICKMAN: Think metric. 

~-!R. MORGA..~ : Mr. Chairman, on the matters of signs. , This 

year all provinces in Canada has agreed to go metric and have all 

the signs changed by the end of September this year. That is the 

reason for the increase in the vote under this heading, because of 

the increased cost in changing all these signs. ~.J'ith regards to the 

Lewisporte sign indicating ferry service, that.will be looked after. 

And with regard to the establishment of caution signs, etc., that was 

a major controversy last year. The department is working vigorously 
.. 

on this matter and we have consulted a number of other provinces with 

regards to their signing procedures and signs used and v7e are now 

in the process of establishing every district, when I say district, 

the district of the department, establishing a safety officer to be 

in charge of signs and caution signs, that nature. that will-be 

strictly his job, that kind of procedure outlined to the rest of the 

employees in these divisions. 
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?AP.. CALU.lT: Could I ask the· minister a question? 

HR. CRAIR!fAN: The hen. member for B.e1levue. 

Nl·I - 3 

MR. C}LLk~: Mr. Chairman, while we are on road signs there, 

several months ago, just after the new stadium opened there 

at the \~itbourne Access Road there, on the tV!hitbourne Access 

Road and the Trans·Canada, the speed limit on the Trans-Canada 

was reduced from sixty to forty in that area because there are 

several service stations there and so on, but I talked to many, 

many drivers lvho drove through that forty mile zone on many, 

many occasions before they realized that it lr.lS there because 

I d~· not think there is enough warning, a big enough sign there 

to say, "Speed 40 ahead," and,you know, give them some warning. 

And the same thing is true I think on the Kenmount Road there. 

Last year I got a soeeding ticket on the Kenmount Ro.£d by the 

liquor store there and I thought that the speed limit was 40 but 

I noticed after that it was thirty. I do not think there is enough 

warning to warn people that the speed limit is changing. 
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HR. CHAIRMAN: 

Ma. NOLAN: 
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The hen. member for Conception Bay South. 

I just want to ask a very brief question 

if I may, and it is simply that - I am sure that the minister 

has had this· brought ·to his attention before - that is the number 

of people who are in construction and so on who are taking 

loads of fill of one kind or another and leaving 

it on the highways for the public or someone ~o - I mean I ha~e seen 

highways,pavement,left as though it was a dirt road as a result of 

hauling by some people. 

MR. ROWE: Topsail Road. 

MR. NOI.Al.'l: Topsail Road is one. They are absolutely 

careless, do not care apparently. I mean we should. We have laws I know -

MR. MORGAN: The laws are there but they are not enforced. 

MR. NOLAN: - but they are not being enforced. So we are 

back to the Hinister of Justice again. 

MR. MORGAN: In other words the law enforcement agencies 

in thts case, I think, are at fault. · 

:1:-!R.. RICKMAN: 

MR. NOLAN: 

MR.. CH..<\IRMAN: 

amendment? 

Keep an eye on breastworks. 

Okay, very good. 

Order, please! 

Shall I report Item XVII carried without 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Chairman, can I just make the suggestion 

to the hon. minister that if he agrees with the suggestion put forth 

by the hon. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White) would he go all the 

way and erect a sign at Goose Bav indicating there is a ferry service to 

Cartwright, St. Anthony, Lewisporte and St. John's? 

MR. MORGAN: Hopefully the sign will be on the F.reedom Road as well. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. • CHAI:RM<U"i : 

MR.. HICKMAN: 

Carried. 

Carried. 

Mr. Chairman, I move that the Committee rise, 

report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion that the Committee rise, report progress 

and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 
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MR.. SPEAKER: The han. member. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply have 

considered the matters to them referred and have directed me to 

report having passed expenditure under Heading ~I, Transportation 

and Communications without amendment and has made further progress 

and ask leave to sit again. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chairman of the Committee reports that 

they have considered the matters to them referred and have passed 

items of expenditure without amendment under Heading XVII and made 

further progress and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion report received and adopted. 

On motion Committee ordered to sit again 

presently. 

At this time a motion to adjourn is deemed 

to be before the House. There is one matter for debate. the subject 

matter: proposed amendments to the Ombudsman Act. The hon. member 

for Bellevue. 

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I enjoy the opportunity to 

make these mini-speeches...=_ It gives a new member, a relatively new 

member a chance to get a bit of practice in speaking in the House and 

what have you. Mr. Speaker, seriously though, I am serious. I have 

been asking about this for a nice while now and I have reasons, and 

I will give them momentarily, why I think that the Ombudsman Act should be 

amended. 

Mr. Speaker, on page three of the Ombudsman's 

report we see there that h.~ says, "During the calendar year, 1976, the 

office handled 363 written submissions. One hundred and sixty-eight 

of these were declared no jurisdiction as far as the Ombudsman "tvas 

concerned:• Almost half,about forty per cent~I would say. Four hundred 

and seventy-eight telephone calls were made to the Ombudsman's office 

and the Ombudsman says, "No statistics were maintained on these matters 

as to how many were actually complaints or how many requests were for 

information and guidance or how many were from citizens who needed a 

sympathetic ear ~ some highly personal matter or how many simply required 
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Mr. Callan. 

an outlet for their frustrations~' But anyway the Ombudsman goes 

on to say that a lot of them were looking for help.And, of course, 

I can assume about what he has to say that again approximately half 

of the 478 telephone inquiries or calls were again under no 

jurisdiction as far as the Ombudsman was concerned. Now the 

Ombudsman held 117 office interviews. But again referring to the 

bottom of page four the Ombudsman says, "These interviews are usually 

with persons who wish to discuss a highly personal problem ~ore often 

-than_ no~~~ ~~~-~~-t~-~-~E~ - n-ot, - --~ in other words over fifty per cent 

of the time. The caller in arranging the appointment says, I want 

to see the Ombudsman. There is probably nothing he can do to help 

me, but I would like to talk to him anyway. Again indicating that, 

you know, as far as the Ombudsman is concerned, no jurisdiction. 

Going over to page twelve, Mr. Speaker, of the 

Ombudsman's report, again we see that the Ombudsman has asked himself 

for amendments to the act, the Ombudsman Act. He says, In a special 

report, number one, to the Legislature, on !~y 11, 1976 the Parliamentary 

Commissioner reported the judgement referred to above - thus 

the case of the Waterford Hospital, of course - and strongly recommended 

to government, to the Legislature,, strongly recommended that the 

Parliamentary Commissioner, Ombudsman Act be amended as provided for 
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MR. CALLAN: --~.in Section 2 (1) a) by designating 

the Waterford Hospital as an agency for the purpose of this Act. "To 

this date," he says, "there has been no response to my recommendation." 

!-fr. Speaker, I contend that the Ombudsman Act should be amended -

number one, of course, for the obvious and simple reason is that the 

Ombudsman himself has requested that an amendment be made to the Act. 

And, of course, one would assume that he is in the best position to 

know whether the Act as it now stands is, you know, is complete enough 

and allows him to do the work that he wants to do. Mr. Speaker, the 

Ombudsman is almost apologizing in his report for his inadequacy~ his 

inability or his, you know, lack of jurisdiction to handle the cases that 

people bring to him. The second reason, Mr. Speaker, why I think the 

Ombudsman Act should be amended - and I hope no one takes this in the 

wrong way - but I believe that if the Ombudsman Act were amended and the 

Ombudsman given wider powers, and if his office were given more publicity~ 

were publicized more, . then the average Newfoundlander who, you know, 

just picks up the 'phone and 'phones his MHA - and this probably does not 

apply to too many ~ll!As who live in the urban districts, but to rural areas 

of this Province - you know, I mean I have enough problems from people who 

are out of work and all that sort of thing and getting ready for speeches 

in the House of Assembly. I do not have the time to deal with a lot of · 

these problems. And I contend that if the Ombudsman's powers were widened 

then the Ombudsman, you know, could take care of many of the problems that 

MHAs are now shouldered with. Only yesterday there was a lawyer in my 

office there just sitting and drinking a cup of coffee and I was on the 

'phone because I had things to do - I made half a dozen 'phone calls. And 

he remarked - he said, "It seems like a lot of the problems you MHAs have 

to handle are lawyers' problems and doctors' problems and welfare problems: 

social workers'problems and all that sort of thing. And, Mr. Speaker, I 

contend that if the Ombudsman Act should be widened, the Ombudsman could 

handle many of these problems and therefore. would take the load off the 

MHAs who do not know how to go about it anyway in many instances. We do 
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MR. CALLAN: not know the answers and cannot get 

them. And if they try to get them they are accused of political inter

ference and so on where the Ombudsman would not. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Ombudsman - or the 

Parliamentary Commissioner's Act which was brought into this House just 

a few years ago is a model piece of legislation working exceptionally 

well in this Province as it is in other areas. 

The comments from the hon. gentleman from 

Bellevue (Mr. Callan) with respect to the cases that were rejected because 

of lack of jurisdiction, namely 168 out of a total of 363 written submissions, 

should be examined a little closer. The reason why these cases were 

rejected, ac~ording to the Ombudsman, was that he did not have jurisdiction 

as either a federal, municipal or private. There is no indication that 

matters that come within the jurisdiction of the government of the Province 

of Newfoundland were rejected by him for lack of jurisdiction, but rather 

they were federal, I repeat~ municipal or private. Then obviously, 

this Legislature does not have jurisdiction to pass legisla·t .ion giving the 

Provincial Ombudsman jurisdiction over matters that fall within the 

responsibility of the Government of Canada, nor should we or do we confer 

upon him powers to look at matters that fall within the exclusive responsi

bility of municipalities. The third group, namely the private group which 

obviously must be complaints against private individuals,again should never 

be the concern of government in this Legislature, nor indeed could we confer 

such responsibility upon the Ombudsman. 

The other matter referred to is the question 

of whether either the Ombudsman Act or the Parliamentary Commissioner's Act 

should be amended and/or the Waterford Hospital Act amended. There, 

Mr. Speaker, you get into a very delicate sphere. You get into the sphere 

· of the patient/doctor relationship. You get into the area as to whether it 

is in the- public iriteresE arid in the best interest of good patient 
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HR. HICKNAN: care at the Waterford Hospital~which is one 

of Canada's better institutions of its kind,whether the 

Ombudsman has a role to play there. It has not been demonstrated 

professionally that this should be done at this time. 

MR. NOLAN: How did they work out in Sweden, Norway, 

Denmark, Australia? 

MR. PECKFORD: Tell us. 

HR. HICnmN: In Canada,as it was so clearly pointed out by the 

father of the bill at the time he introduced it, the gentleman 

who is now the member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan),_ 

he is the daddy of the ombuddy, ombuddy's buddy. He is in loce 

parentis to the ombuddy 1 and this is why when he introduced 

the bill he saw fit to follow the Canadian legislation such as 

Alberta and this is what ~.re do here. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the hen. gentleman from Bellevue 

(Mr •. Callan) talked about if the Ombudsman's jurisdiction was 

broader this might relieve MHA's of some of their responsibility. 

Well we should not lose sight of the responsibility or the duty 

of an Ombudsman and that is that·where a citizen feels that hF or 

she has not been properly dealt with under existing laws by a public 

servant or a Minister of the Crown who has authority to interpret 

and administer these regulations, it is not his duty - if,for instance, 

there is a provision in the Social Assistance Act that a person 

shall receive $200 per month, it is not his responsibility to try and 

convince someonE that it should be $250 a month if the law is quite 

clear in that respect. But if on the other hand ·he feels th~t in the 

interpretation of that $200 per month law his denial has been because 

of a misinterpretation of the law by a public servant,or there has 

been delay in processing it,or there has been an over zealousness on the 

part of a public servant or a minister in denying that under existing 

law, that is where the Ombudsman has a right to go in, examine the 

file, suggest to the minister or suggest to that public servant that he 

may deem it appropriate to take another look as it appears to him that 
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MR. HICKMA.t.'{: the interpretation or the rejection was not .. in · the· true . . 

spirit of the la':-7. _!_:__:!o=s not have the right to change the 

law, he does not have the right to invade ministerial 

prerogative~nor should he ever be placed in a position where 

he has to discharge the responsibility of an !·filA in trying to 

convince the Minister of Transportation and Communications that 

certain pot holes should be filled,or that a person should .be 

admitted to the General Hospital, a constituent, imm:ediately. That 

is not his responsibility. Nor is it his responsibility to decide 

on the adequacy or otherwise of legislation or regulations. It is 

the interpretation and administration thereof that can be 

subject to scrutiny by the Ombudsman,who is the servant of 

the House. And I think, Mr. Speaker, it is very relavent that 

we note the concluding paragraphs of the Ombudsman's Report where 

he says that after a first full year of operation of the Ombudsman's 

Office7I have no hesitation in expressing the qpinion that the office 

in serving as· a link between citizen and government is performing 

a very useful function and one which would appear to be well 

accepted by the people of the Province:' And whilst obviously 

any legislature and legislators must be forever alert to the need 

of amending legislation to meet changing needs,I think we can take 

a great deal of pride in the fact that after one year of operation, 

Mr. Speaker, we have in this Province an -.Ombudsman who seems to have 

very quickly, justly, earned the affection and the support of the 

people of this Province and of all members_of this Legislature. 

SOME RON. HEMBERS : Hear ! Hear! 

!iR. HICIC1AN: I gather my five minutes ha~e long since 

expired, Mr. Speaker, and 

I!-m.. NOL.6,..""i: It seems like two hours during the Second World 

War. Sit down. 

HR. HICKMAN: And the ombuddy's father is very proud of the 

way his child, Mr. Ambrose Peddle,is performing in the office 

of Ombudsman and so are we all. 

SOME RON. ME'HBERS: Hear! Hear! 
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~. SPEAKER:· Before _ putting the adjournment motion I will 

inform hon. mem-bers what my decision in on the point of order 

that came up yesterday with respect to the order in which 

private members' resolutions will be called on the next 

Private Member.s Day. 

As bon. members know, resolutions are 

given the numbers by one principle only and that is the 

order in which notice is given. That is the way and the only 

way they get their numbers. There are only two ways in which 

a number can change: one,Standing Order 38 which presumes 

that a motion has been twice called from the Chair, that 

is not operative. The other is not really a change of number, 

it is the eradication of a number and that ~s when a motion 

is disposed of. It is either withdrawn or voted, one way or 

the other. They are the only two ways. 

There is no-discretion in the Chair to change 

the numbers of resolutions. That is determined purely and simply 

by the order in which notice of them is given. Therefore 

the numbers must remain the same. The bon. member for St. John's 

East (Mr. Marshall) motion'is 12, the hon. member for 

Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) is 13, and the follo~ing 

one is 14, 15, etc. That being the case I had to ask myself, 

Does the Chair have any discretion in the order in which it calls 

resolutions on Wednesdays? On other days hon. members know the 

government has discretion. There can be five adjourned debates 

and the Government House Leader may call whichever one he wishes 

or none. There is total discretion. 

There is not to my knowledge any discretion 

in the Chair in what order to call private members' resolutions. 

The only places there is discretion in the Chair is where it is 

indicated, as I .see in the Standing Order, n~ber of supplementaries, 

" 
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MR. SPEAKF.R: other matters. There being no discretion 

I have to call them ~n the numerical order; to do anything 

else would be ar~itrary. I do not find the solution totally 

satisfactory but I do not find any other possibility without 

being arbitrary and therefore I shall have to call them in 

· the numerical order in which they are, which will be 12, 

followed by 13, follawed.by 14, etc. 

The motion before the Chair is that this.House do 

now adjourn, is the House ready for the question? 

Those in favour "Aye", contrary ."Nay," in rry Ol>inion the 

"Nays" have it. I therefore leave the Chair until eight 

this evening. 
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The Rouse resumed at 8:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Tape 3317 (Night) PK - 1 

On motion that the House resolve itself into Committee 

of the lVhole, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

MR.. rHAIRMAN: 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

MR. J. ROUSSEAU: 

Order, please! 

HEAD XVlll - PUBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES 

The hon. Minister of Public Works. 

Mr. Chairman, I would say at the beginning 

that I have heard the old saying, "It is a hard Act to follmv." My 

colleague,the Minister of Transportation and Communications,I did 

not know whether he was going to be sainted or knighted today. 

MR. MORGAN: I have been both. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: So I hope that it was not been kept in reserve for 

me. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: As a matter of fact,hon. members across the 

House made life a little difficult for us because we had to -

Public l.Jorks - orders have gone out now to ~viden the doors because 

he cannot get out through them. 

SOME RON. MBffiERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Anyway, Mr. Chairman, the Department of Public 

Works and Services is kind of an unwanted offspring of government, 

another line department, a department that covers many, many aspects 

of government activity from the smallest things, and I am the guy 

if the elevator is not working you come after, if the parking lots 

are not ready you come after, if somebody calls for proposals on 

a public building you come after, so anything in bet~veen is the 

responsibility of the Department of Public Works. 

Normally,and as it states here,which is done very 

succinctly,the Department of Public Works and Services provides 

and maintains accommodations and support services for the various 

branches of government, purchases material, supplies and equipment 

required by government departments and institutions for their 

operations. 
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So as I indicated, Mr. Chairman, it is a 

service department;attached to it is the Public Service Commission 

which is an agency, 

.-· 9290 
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although it is respon_sible to the House -, through the minister, 

is not responsible to the minister. And I think with many Crown 

corporations there is a distinction there. I have the Chairman 

of the Public Service Commission in the wings if anybody should 

bring up any questions about the Public Service Commission that I am 

unable to answer. I think I should mention that the Public Service 

Commission was changed a few years ago and there was a time when 

politicians would love to sit around a table and declare somebody 

outside the ambit of the Civil Service Commission at that time and 

appoint him to government. That is not the case any more. It is 

very difficult to do that and impossible to do it in certain instances. 

It is done for the minister's executive assistant and the secretary and 

it is done for temporary help, and they are normally hired year after 

year, but somebody has to appear on the list of recommendations from 

the Public Service Commission. So we can talk about that later. But 

just to give an indication, I think there have been many changes in that 

area, and I think for the better. 

Also under the jurisdiction of the Department of 

Public Works and Services is the Government Purchasing Agency which is 

an agency created by its own act of the Legislature, and it is really 

involved in the purchase of all equipment for government on behalf of the 

departments involved or on behalf of Public Works and Services itself. 

It is all done by the tender system. And I have a booklet here tonight 

that if anybody has any questions - if not, it might be an indication 

of the work being done by the Government Purchasing Agency to table 

that document. 

Also, of course, the Pippy Park Commission, the 

area of land right next to us here that has been reserved as an area, 

a reserved area for the beautification and recreation of people in the 

Province, generally, and I suppose specifically the Avalon Peninsula 

and the St. John's area. We have some facts on that. Recently I tabled 

the annual report of the Pippy Park Commission. I think all the information is 

there, and I read some excerpts from it at the time. But if any of the han. 

--9291. 



May 26. 1977 Tape no. 3318 Page 2 - ms 

Mr. Rousseau. 

members wish to raise auy items thereto, of course, I will make 

every indication to answer myself. And if not, then I will 

undertake to get the information in that area for them as well. 

We have as well the car pool which operates 

under the Department of Public Works and Services. This ·car pool 

has a very wide~range of duties. And as we get through the individual 

items if we have time for that, Mr. Chairman, or if hon. members 

wish to raise questions on the activities of the car pool, we will 

certainly be more than willing to answer them. 

The biggest, I suppose, chore ---of the department 

is the maintenance and operation of all the public buildings in the 

Province, some 300 buildings, as well as all the rental accommodations 

for government, and the maintenance and upkeep of these buildings. 
I 

and the grounds attached thereto as well as all the capital construction 

for government in the Province. And as we go along hon. members 

will notice the amount of money voted for the department. A great 

deal of it is provided by the departments_. For example, we handle 

the actual construction work, although it may be voted for in the 

other departments, is handled by the Department of Public Works and 

Services. We have had many difficulties in the department and 

certainly some of them have been pointed out by the Auditor General. 

I can assure hen. members that many actions have been taken since that 

report, and will continue to be taken to rectify the many problems 

pointed out by the Auditor General. The in•depth analysis of that 

is now being conducted by the Public Accounts Committee, and I will 

be appearing au the next meeting of the Public Accounts Committee. . But 

I am sure if anv hon. members wish to raise any points thereto, that 

we have no hesitation whatsoever in giving the information that we have. 

All I can do is give the information. Whether hon. members believe it or 

not is their prerogative, but all we can do is give the information 

attached to it.But as I say we have made many changes. We are looking at, 

in the area of the maintenance and operation of the buildings of this Province 
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the concept of service contracts which are contracts that we would 

put out on tender for specific buildings, and to have the work 

done that way. We are going to try that now and see whether that 

works or not. We have been talking to people who have moved in 

that area. They are not completely satisfied with it, but it is 

possible that many of the aspects of it, or the better aspects of 

it with some modification may be a way to go. Also the question of 

a lump sum tendering. We have just did that with the hospital down 

in Come By Chance, and the low tender received it, and we found that 

to be very good, a lump sum contract by public tender. 

Unfortunately, of course, we have other problems that 

arise, you know, if somebody blows a boiler or something at three 

o'clock in the morning, or there is an emergency in a pressing 

situation,action has to be taken immediately. We are now in the midst 

of defining certain limits within the department from the inspector 

and up through to the various levels of rank whereby each of the 

individual people may be able to authorize work to be done up to 

a certain level, to ensure that there is a check and balance on 

that. 

The question of the purchase orders ~hich the 

Auditor General has been brought up has been changed. They are 

now different. We now have our own work orders. As ~ve explained it 

at the time,this was done as an administrative convenience. We 

have now initiated the new type of work order. Ron. members, of course, 

are probably aware of the recent announcement by the hon. the Premier 

and the appointment of a new deputy minister, Tom Whelan,who was the 

Area Manager T,:rith Federal Public Works of Canada, who is now the 

deputy minister of the department and bringing,of course, great 

knowledge and great experience in the field of public works to the 

department, and many ideas, of course, that will certainly be helpful 

to us from the Federal Public Works Department. 

These are some of the aspects of the Department of 

Public Works, Mr. Chairman, As I say, you know, almost anything that is 
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involved in government in respect to building, maintenance, construction 

and odds and ends that" are necessary end up one way or another in 

the Department of Public Works. The responsibilities of the depa~tment 

are ;rlde and varied, and I am sure that hon. members would like to 

zero in on a number of them, and we will certainly make every effort 

to attempt to answer the questions and to table whatever information 

we have for the hon. members of the House. I have nothing that I 

am afraid not to give an answer to, and I have no information that is 

available to me that I am not prepared to table in the House of 

Assembly. 

So with that,Mr. Chairman_,l-Te will sit down and take 

some notes, and see lvhat sort of questions arise. 

MR. CHAIR...""fAN: The hon. member for Fortune-Hermitage. 

MR. J. WINSOR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Department of Public Works and Services obviously 

is a very difficult one for a novice critic to tackle, to look at, 

but I think everybody on this side will have a crack at it somewhere 

along the line. It has been much in our minds, and certainly we have 

looked at some queer things that happened in that particular department 

because of the report of the Auditor General. It certainly is a 

department with very wide ranging responsibilities. I think the 

han. Minister of Finance told us somewhere along the line that the 

Treasury Board Secretariat was responsible for the management of 

that department. That was not a particularly good recommendation 

for the Treasury Board Secretariat to have such glaring administrative 

errors show up early on in the Auditor General's report, which the 

present minister gave us a statement on. I do not think the statement 

satisfied all the questions that were answered, and I am quite sure 

that a number will be brought up by colleagues as this thing moves 

along. 

The Public Service Commission has a watching 

brief, I presume, particularly for the employees only. And it is 

the duty of the Treasury Board to see that the administration of that 

particular department goes along well~ 
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MR. J. WINSOR: And I am assuming that the minister -

the present minister who took over - has certainly looked into some of 

the things that were mentioned by the Auditor General. Some very -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. J • WINSOR: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. J. WINSOR: 

I beg your pardon? 

(Inaudible) 

and the Minister of Finance. Somewhere 

along the line I remember saying this that the Treasury Board Secretariat 

and these hig~y-~~id people were responsible for the administration of 

almost any department. Well, it is what do you call it? - a committee of 

Cabinet. And they, well really they oversee all government departments, 

I presume. All government departments have to come to them for money and 

the administration certainly is their great concern. If it is not run as 

a business should be run - very capably - I do not believe there are too 

many chartered accountants in the government service. Those that are 

are certainly in Treasury Board because they pay more than the Auditor 

General,which makes it a bit difficult for the Auditor General to get any 

chartered accountants to keep his administrative processes under control. 

And this, I assume, was most of the problem in the Department of Public 

Works,which was really a nest of errors, and it would make the Opposition 

look like there were shady deals going on there - make everybody very 

suspicious. It was only revealed because the Auditor General did this year 

decide to do a complete systems analysis which I think was the first for 

the Auditor ·General to be doing it in that manner. He did not do it before 

simply because he did not have enough personnel to do it. And it takes -

well, it takes thoroughly well-trained, qualified chartered accountants to 

do this sort of work, and he has not been able to command a staff big 

enough to do it, which seems odd at this time, that a mass~ve govern-

ment department like the Department of Public Works with some 300 buildings 

all over the Province and rented premises - every second building you look at 

is another branch of some department. And the inspection of these premises 

and the control of them and the responsibility for their proper and safe 

operation is a pretty tough portfolio - I would say that. I am very happy 
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MR. J. WINSOR: to hear that Mr. Tom Whelan, the new 

deputy minister,is taking up his position in that department because 

I know he is a very capable engineer. I have known him for many years 

myself, and I am sure he is held in high regard by all who know him. 

I cannot make any specific statements 

on any particular part of the department, but the only thing that we 

have with any meat on it - and that has now been taken care of by the 

Public Accounts Committee. I do not think I should go into that. 

There are several members on this side who are on that committee, and 

I am going to leave it to these men who have had a much better opportunity 

to delve into the mysteries of what has been going on and will certainly 

ask some pertinent questions on these matters. And I think with these 

few remarks I will pass it on to my colleagues and others who might want 

to make some statements or ask some questions of the minister. Thank you 

very much. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for Lewisporte. 

MR. F. WHITE: Mr. Chairman, when the minister rose to 

speak and to open the debate on his estimates he said something to the effect 

that it was a difficult act to follow coming after the Minister of Transportation 

and Communications today -

MR. SIMMONS: Hear, hear! 

MR. F. WHITE: who the Minister of Public Works tonight 

alleged had received a fairly good deal from this side of the House. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: (Inaudible) 

MR. F. WHITE: Yes, that basically is what you were alleging. 

And the minister said that he did not expect to get as easy a time in his 

estimates -

MR. SIMMONS: We love you too, 'Joe'. 

MR. F. WHITE: - nor did he expect, he was saying, to get 

a rough time in his estimates. Well, Mr. Chairman, I say to the 
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minister, not personally as, you know, the minister there, but 

as the man who is in charge of Public Works and Services for this 

Province that I think he has a lot to answer for in that particular 

department. It is the department that has been scrutinized most 

by the Auditor General's department. It is the department that 

the Auditor General has asked the most questions about in his 

most recent report, and it is the department that we are tonight 

being asked to vote $13 million for this year, and the bulk of that is 

going to go, Mr. Chairman, if the pattern in previous years is followed, 

towards the maintenance, the operations and so on of public buildings. 

And if past undertakings are carried out,a lot of it will go without 

public tender. Mr. Chairman, all we have to do is refer to the 

Auditor General's report that came out some time ago, and he was very, 

very specific, Mr. Chairman, in outlining what he saw. He says that 

according to the best of my information and the explanations given to 

me, there is no official authorization for the use of those purchase 

orders - as he was explaining earlier - as work orders,nor is there 

any limit to the amount of expenditures which can be incurred nor is 

there any defined policy on a work order system. He says that in his 

audit of subdivision 1803-03,Buildings, Maintenance of Public Buildings 

and Grounds,disclosed that $2,644,756 had been paid out to three 

companies as follows, Company A, over $1 million; Company B, over $1 million; 

and Company C, $472,000. 

Now we have since learned, Mr. Chairman, that 

Com~an~ A which.received $1,138,715 worth of business from the government, 

the name of the company is A. B. Walsh Limited. Now han. members 

know who A. B. Walsh is. He is a gentleman here in St. John's who 

operates an electrical company, plus a number of other sidelines,as 

we have found out, and he is also a gentleman who admittedly, Mr. Chairman -

I am not saying anything that the man has nat ad~itted- i~ -prominent, and 

has been involved very extensively with the PC party. Now I am not saying 

anything - I am making no innuendos, Mr. Chairman - I am not saying anything 
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that is not fact. I am just making statements according to the 

facts that we have been given and the facts that we have gotten 

so far. We are told, Mr. Chairman, that A.B. Walsh Limited got 

$1,138,000 of government business without public tender. Now, 

Mr. Chairman, I am not going to go into all the details although 

we have the details at our disposal, members from this side and 

members from that side, on the Public Accounts Committee,and so 

far in the Public Accounts Committee,we have not gotten into the 

bare bones of this particular controversy, if you will. We are 

' coming to that gradually, and we are examining all the things that 

we have been asked to do in the Public Accounts. But we are on the 

estimates now for the minister's department, money that over the 

next year will have to be spent by the government. And we do not know, 

Mr. Chairman, whether or not this money is going to be spent in a 

way that leaves no doubt about how it was given out or gotten by the 

people concerned, no doubt about it. And obviously, Mr. Chairman, 

the public tender system is the system to use. 

Now when the minister opened the debate 

tonight, he said that they were developing a new concept with respect 

to the operation or the giving out of government business. That is 

basically what he said, a new concept. He talked very vaguely about 

different controls that were going to be brought in as a result of 

the Auditor General's report. But, Mr. Chairman, I submit that that 

is all they were, vague statements about corrective action which 

might be undertaken by the government to prevent this from happening 

again. Now I say to the minister that he has to be more specific, 

Mr. Chairman. He has to be very specific, because I do not think the 

people of this Province want millions and millions of dollars -

and I say millions and millions of dollars, because it is millions and 

millions of -dollars ~ given out to people who do not tender on the 

items they receive or on the projects they received from government, 

because they are not required to tender, Mr. Chairman. Why are those 

companies always called upon to carry out government business? Why 

cio~~-:somebody in Public Works pick up the phone and phone the same three or 

four or five or 
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half dozen companies every single time something comes up for, 

you know, maintenance, -repairs or a new wiring system or whatever. 

Why is it that always the same companies, one of them being a 

gentleman who admittedly is a long time and prominent supporter 

of the Conservative Party, the party that forms the government 

of the. Province today? 

I ask those questions, Mr. Chairman, because we 

want answers. And we want the minister to tell us exactly what the 

situation is at the moment, what .safeguards he is going to build in 

future so this will not happen. And also, Mr. Chairman, give us 

a guarantee that from now on companies who can carry out this kind of 

business, all companies that can carry out this kind of business, 

are going to be given an opportunity to do so, and not just one or 

two or three or four companies called each time there is a bit of 

government money to be spent. 

Mr. Chairman, as well there are a couple of more 

points that I want to make. One is the further utilization of space 

for the civil 'service, the obtaining of public buildings and additional 

rental space for the public service. He have heard some about that 

in recent weeks. We heard the minister on television suggesting that 

there was even a possibility one of those days of the House of 

Assembly being moved out of this building. And, you know, we would 

like to know something about that, if that is being thought about, 

if it is on the drawing boards. I mean, is this happening? And 

also, Mr. Chairman, we would like to know why there has to be a 

continuous, a continuous build up of government office space in St. 

John's? Continuously, Mr. Chairman, people from Central Newfoundland 

have to come to St. John's for the very basic government service. 

Now I am not suggesting that we move ministers out to Grand Falls or 

deputy ministers out to Lewisporte or anything like that, Mr. Chairman, 

but I suggest there is room outside of St. John's for a lot more 

government buildings and a lot more government employees, public 

servants. 

AN HON. HEMBER: Hear, hear! 
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MR. WHITE: And even if they got to be moved out of St. 

John's, Mr. Chairman, then why not? Why not do that and have the 

nerve to do it and get on with the job of decentralizing this 

government so that all the people of the Province can avail of 

the services of this government. 

I had three people in from my district today, Mr. 

Chairman, and they came in this morning while I was speaking in the 

House about half past eleven; one o'clock they were ready to leave 

again. They had done their business in St. John's, but they had to 

come in here for two hours to do something that could have been done 

in Central Newfoundland or in any other part of this Province, 

Absolutely no reason why they had to drive all of the way to St. 

John's to avail themselves of a very basic government service! 

AN HON. ME}ffiER: Hear, hear! 

MR. WHITE: So I ~-1ould like the minister 1 s. thinking on hot,;r 

he feels about the continuous growth of the public service, and 

public service buildings and why some of them cannot be taken out 

of ,St. John's and shifted around this Province so that other areas 

can have the services that the people in St. John's have. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is just one more point 

I want to make and this is with respect to Information Services. Now, 

:rr. Chairman, a while back I was looking through the Budget, not this 

one, the last Budget, and I was going through it looking for the 

Heading, Information Services, because I wanted to know how much it 

was costing to run that particular establishment, to keep Mr. Butler 

and all his people e~loyed downstairs. And I went through the 

Budget, Public Works and Services, I went through it heading by heading 

and I could not find Information Services. I went through several 

other departments heading by heading and could not find Information 

Services. I walked across the way and I spoke to the Minister of 

Finance, and he told me that Information Services comes under Public 

Works and Services. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 1802, General Administration. 

MR. WHITE: Right. General Administration. So it is 

hidden under General Administration. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It is not hidden,but, you know -

MR. WHITE: But why is not Information Services listed as 

a heading so we can know how much it is costing? We know by 

the salaries. If we take the salary estimates we can tell how much 

the guys downstairs are making, how much they are being employed. 

That is fine. We can tell that. How much are the telex machines 

costing that are installed in every newsroom in the Province or just 

about every newsroom? A direct link between Information Services 

and every single newsroom in this Province, the government's 

propaganda machine. Hmi much did those telexs cost because the 

stations and the newspapers 
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MR. WHITE: and others who have the service installed are 

not required to pay a cent towards this particular service. 

I do not lmow for sure if it is in all the newspaper-offices 

in St. John's and throughout the Province. I do know that the 

Evening Telegram had the thing put in first when it started 

a few years ago but had it taken out sometime after that. And, 

~r. Chairman, we would like to lmow what it costs, what 

it costs in travelling for the people who work in Information 

Services~ -~~at _it costs .. in deliVeries,since I understand they 

deliver material to every radio station and every newspaper in 

St. John's on a daily basis, what does it cost for representatives 

of Information Service to go around Newfoundland and meet with all 

the media people from time to time and so on as used to happen when 

I was in the media. 

So we would like to know about Information Services, 

Mr. Chairman 

}fR. ROuSSEAU: It is clearly listed. 

MR. WHITE: It is not listed. It is listed under administration. 

There is no heading for Inform8tion Services. 

AN RON. ME~·IBER: It is not listed. 

MR. 1.JHITE: It is not listed. There is no heading for Information 

Services. It is hidden in the estimates of the Department of 

Public Works and Services and if we look up salaries we can find out 

salaries but we cannot find out anything else. What Information 

Services does we do not know. I do not ~ant to get into old material, 

old cloth,but the last time I talked about Information Services here 

I gave some examples of where they were a complete and total government 

machine and government operation. The impresssion·was given that they 

were going to be available to the Opposition as well,but they maintain 

such a high standard of press release form that you cannot even deal with 

the people. So we would like to know, Mr. Chairman, a complete 

breakdown now on what Information Services is costing the people of 

this Province? Is it $10,000, $200,000, $500,000, $2 million-? Let us 

know exactly every cent that it is costing the taxpayers of this Province 
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MR. WHITE: to operate Information Services. 

There was a gre~t hullabaloo when The Newfoundland 

Bulletin, if han. members will remember, was going on and 

the day the Minister of Provincial Affairs at the time, the 

member for St. John's Centre (Mr. Murphy) took over, it ended the day he 

walked into the office and it was eosting the people of this 

Province less than $100,000 a year at the time. Every single 

person in the Province was getting a little newspaper come to 

them telling them about various government activities, outlining 

new government programmes and telling them of ways to avail of 

new government programmes and that was smashed the day this 

government took office 1 and then they go and install a monumental 

propaganda machine and we do not even know what it is costing 

because it is hidden away in the Public Works and Services 

headings for this year, coming under general administration. 

So, Mr. Chairman, Those are a few points I ~vant 

to make. I may have more to say later on. 

SDME HON. ME}1BERS : Hear! Hear! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The han. member for Naskaupi. 

~ffi. GOUDIE: Mr. Chairman, I just want to direct one question 

at the minister. I tried earlier in the estimates to· direct a 

similar question to the Minister of Industrial and Rural Development. 

~~. LUNDRIGAN: Did you get an answer. 

MR. GOUDIE: We did not get time,I am told,to give me an 

answer. So maybe I can make an assumption based on the answer 

that I hope the Minister of Public Works will give me,and that 

is I would like to know the status of the renovation work,if you 

will,or whatever the term you want to use~on the Paddon building 

in Happy Valley? When is the building going to be ready for 

occupancy and what is it all about? We know now that the decision 

was made to convert it to an office building and that -

MR. SIMMONS: Wire him a telegram, 'Joe'. 

MR. GOUDIE: Okay. I will put it in print,too. But if the minister 

would please respond, then I can assume, or make an assumption on when 

-- 9303 



May 26, 1977 Ta~e No. 3323 NM- 3 

MR. GOUDIE: people might be moving into offices. 

MR. SIMMONS: The minister wants to respond to some things first ? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the hon. member for Naskaupi 

(Mr. Goudie) wants me to be able to say something
1
so 

yes,we are going ahead with the Paddon building-

HR. MURPHY: He >_vants to cut the ribbon J 'Joe' • that is all he \·Tants. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Did you ask him to ask you? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No,I did not ask him to ask me. We are going ahead 

with the renovation of the Paddon building. We have in the 

budget the sum of $333,000 to convert the Paddon Hospital, which 

we do not know, I doubt will be the Paddon -

MR. GOUDIE: Paddon Building. 

}fR. ROUSSEAU: Paddon Building. but whatever it may be for 

general office space in the Happy Valley - Goose Bay area. So there 

is $333,000 in the budget now for renovations or whatever has to 

be done to make that building into an office building. 

MR. GOUDIE: You do not know how long it will take? 

MR. STRACHAN: Would the minister permit a question? 

}m. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

}m, STRACHAN: Is that being tendered for ? 

~R. ROUSSEAU: That will all be tendered for. 

HR.r. .STRACtAN: It will be? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. GOUDIE: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

It will be. Oh yes. Oh yes. 

So we do not know how long it will be then~ 

It should be ready sometime late Summer, early Fall. 

Is that part of the one that is going on now. 

the people who are renovating now? 

::rn.. ROUSSEAU: No. No. This is new money. The one that is going 

on now 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: was not to change the building;bY the way as, 

many people thought~what iU was was that certain mechanical 

facilities in the building~bathrooms and water hook-ups and so 

on,there was a danger that the deterioration might cause a lot 

of deterioration to the building. So what we did was mainly 

gap up the building so. ·that no deterioration would take place 

and that is all we have done there,there are no renovations done. 

This is $333,000 worth of _ne~ money specifically di~ected to 

changing the existing hospital into an office building. 

MR. STRACHAN: Would you permit a question on that basis? 

There was some question on this one and I think that maybe the 

member for Naskaupi was ·maytie trying to get at it. There was some 

question that the wording of that initial contract to carry out 

the maintenance of the upgrading of the building or whatever it was before,was 

given to a contractor from the Island and there was a great deal 

of feeling in Happy Valley-Goose Bay t~at the mechanical and 

electrical contracts to be split in two so as to allow - or 

to be combined, sorry, rather than split in two,to allow a 

contractor from the Island to apply and get this contract. And 

there was a great deal of feeling in the Happy Valley area that 

the companies there, the local companies involved in mechanical 

and electrical engineering are being cut out of any of these 

tenders. The way the tenders are set up they are having difficulty 

applying for the tender in the first place and even then they 

are not awarded it. I think the main reason why I_ask this 

question is because of the economy of the area; the general 

economy of the area is so low that many of these companies are 

going bankrupt, a great deal of local businessmen who were encouraged 

to get into business are now going bankrupt.And in this $333,000 

here,which will be awarded by tender, would there be any special 

considerations given to local companies,for instance~who are -

met with the Gull Island closure, the Linerboard closure and 

are now faced with bankruptcy,will there be any consideration 
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MR.. STRACHAN : : 

from St. John's? 

given to them over,for instance,the companies 

MR. MURPHY: Even though they are not in close tender? 

MR. STRACHAN: Is there a percentage you can allow? 

MR. MURPHY: Like within a certain percentage. 

MR. STRACHAN: That is right. Is it a percentage you can allow 

just in order to maintain -

MR. MUPRHY: You have to be careful,now, 

on matters like that. 

MR. STRACHAN: There is no question you hav.E to be careful, 

but I think that the point is that you have to 

turn around and tell people to become bankrupt~or can you 

maintain them at alli 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Hr. Speaker, a couple of things. First of all 

on this specific information I told my ADM of technical services 

to print today because I could not read his writing and if he is 

in there listening I wish somebody else would write his notes for 

him because I am still having trouble reading them. But anyway 

the building, it will take one year to complete renovations 

within the year and the mechanical repairs that are now 

being done will be completed hopefully by July 30th. I always 

hate to give a date for something,anything could happen~but our 

tentative date now is July 30th. 

In respect to the questions raised by the hon.member for 

Eagle River,yes,this will be tendered. In the last instance of 

course there are times when companies can do the electrical or 

the mechanical - there are very few companies 1which can do both -

and this is done,for example,here on the various jobs around 

the Province. Normally all jobs ac~oss the country are broken 

into electrical and mechanical components and stractural 

components or whatever because the same - where a company can 

bid on them. If they cannot do both they cannot bid on them. 

This -- opens it up for all the people who are in electrical and 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: all the people who are in mechanical,which does 

not mean that one company who is in electrical and mechanical 

cannot bid on both jobs. So it is not split up to attempt to 

give it to -

MR. STRACHAN·: It is made on price, is it not? 

MR.. ROUSSEAU : No. There are two completely different pricing 

systems,one is not related to the other and it is a standard procedure 

used right across the country. But as I point out to the hon. 

member,it is not done to facilitate any given company because 

the company - there is no reason why company A or B or C or X or 

Y or Z -

MR.. STRACHAN: That might be your interpretation of it. 

MR.. ROUSSEAU : Pardonr 

MR. STRACHAN: That might be your interpretation of it.for 

what it is worth. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes,but what I am saying is that there is no 

reason why the same company if it can do both aspects of the 

job, the mechanical and the electrical,could not bid on both. 

I mean that does not preclude anybod~As a matter of fact in my estimation it wou1d 

give them a better opportunity because one company may want to 

bid on one or the other. And there is also,of course,the question 

of bonding,you know,where a small company might not be able to get 

the necessary bonding to do - well one half of one half or a 

half-it may be forty per cent or sixty or whatever it is~ But a 

smaller company would be able to get the bonding to bid on one 

of the two jobs where it may not be able to get the bonding to 

bid on the total job. 

MR.. STRACHAN : Was not this combined? This one was combined, 

a combined one rather than 

local companies could not get the bonding and because they could 

not get the bonding for thi$ kind of thing and because it was 

combined they could not bid on it. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well this one was merely a job to cap up things • 
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Mr. Rousseau. 

It was not a job of any great monumental amount of money • Well, 

$333,000 is not,but relatively speaking it is a lot more money 

to do the renovations in Goose Bay. But I am thinking relatively 

from what has been done just to ensure that the building did not 

deteriorate. That is all we did. 

Now there was some question because 

I think the original hospital had been built by these firms and 

consultants, that they continued with it because they knew the 

operation, and we wanted a quick job done so no further deterioration 

would happen to the building. In respect to the question of local 

companies, I could not agree more with the member. I think, you know, 

at this point in time that hopefully it is an infusion into the 

Labrador East area as was the Adult Correction Centre, for example, 

in Stephenville of almost three-quarters of a million dollars 

w~s an infusion in that area. This is money that hopefully the local 

companies would get. Now I certainly cannot make a commitment that 

local companies would be given a preference, and I mean local. We 

talk about local companies. We will give local preferences for Newfoundland 

companies against a second company that is not a Ne~~foundland company 

with provincial money. We cannot do it with federal money, because 

the federal government - and rightfully so from their viewpoint -

argue that it is Canadian dollars. So any company in Canada has the 

right to bid on it. In respect to our own provincial money, yes, we 

can do it with a non-Newfoundland or non-Labrador company that comes in 

at second bid within a specified amount. Obviously I do not think any 

han. member in the House would want, you know, as a second bidder -

a Newfoundland or Labrador company is thirty or forty per cent higher 

than the low bidder. Obviously while it might create a few jobs , you have 

to be very careful there. But if it is within ten per cent -

MR. STRACHAN: Would the hon. minister permit a question here? 

The minister is well aware of the fact that 

because of isolation in Labrador~- and the question the minister is directing 

to me that ycu have got to be very careful what you do, and I agree that 
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Mr. Strachan. 

one has got to be very careful. But if you are a company in 

Labrador, let us say · a small business in Labrador, and you are 

going to do paving of a small road or get into electrical work and 

so on, the amount of work that is being done there is very small 

so, ·therefore, in order to be able to compete as a local company 

sarely ·you are in a situation of having to capitalize to a large 

extent. You cannot move your equip~!nt~ because you cannot put in 

on a boat and move it. Most of the year you cannot move it. So 

surely there should be some preference given to local companies to 

try and generate local industry over and above the general consideration 

the minister is stating here_because you have isolation, and you have 

these local considerations. 

MR. MURPHY: You can treat it that way. Tenders would 

be presen~ed. 

MR. GOUDIE: If the minister would also permit one 

additional comment in addition to what the hon. member for Eagle 

River (Mr. Strachan) is saying, tn my experience dealing with 

companies and so on in, well,the Happy Valley - Goose Bay area of 

Labrador, these companies consider everything, work, wages, everything 
I 

in Labrador to be on an average of ten per cent higher than in any 

other part of the Province. I do not know if that would apply to 

Nain and other communities on the coast, but certainly in my area. 

That is sort of a rule of tnumb. 

MR. STRACHAN: Most of them. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: But again there is another point that 

should be remembered .-18 -more especially in Labrador and other 

isolated parts of the Province, that because the companies are there, 

and because they do not have to bring in their materials their costs 

should be lower than somebody who has to bring in the materials and 

bring in their equipment and their men and pay their rent -

MR.. STRACHAN: Small jobs, not large ones. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. But it should be the case. 

-9309 



May 26, 1977 Tape no. 3325 Page 3 - ms 

Mr. Rousseau. 

But in any event, you know, obviously 

you cannot make a commitment. And I have a note here,the 

Paddon building, for example, mechanical repairs were tendered ar.d 

three tenders were received, one from Labrador and two from the Island. 

It was only a small job of $90,000 to $100,000, small relatively 

speaking, large to that area. The award was to the low tender, and 

the department's technical people felt it was too small to split up, 

you know. But now in respect to the bond or certified cheque of 

ten per cent that is all that is necessary. So on that one a 

tender of $100,000 or $90,000 in that area whatever was bid 

they would need $9,000 or $10,000 depending on the amount of their 

bid, of about ten per cent. But, you know, obviously, it does not 

always happen • I had a shock the other day. You know, somebody 

came in from the Island and was going to end up doing the 

Wabush Industrial Park when tne local company lost it and, you know, 

the local company knew the people up there, but it is federal money, 
' and there is no preference given at all for a local company. And 

it is verv unfortunate, and I am very personally unhappy with it, 

and so are the people in Labrador City and Wabush, because the 

company who was number two was the company who worked in the area, 

who knew the people there, and who hired locally and who knew 

these people. But, you know, it is certainly a consideration 

at this point in time for the Goose Bay - Happy Valley area that 

I think government would consider. I can make no commitment on 

behalf of government. You would have to look at the tenders, and 

look at other aspects of it; 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 
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but certainly at this point in time -

How much of a percentage then do you 

No. For provincial companies versus 

non-provincial companies, yes, there is; -but within the Province, no, 

there is not except if government decided for special circumstances and 

a special given situation they may, you know, consider it - okay? 

MR. STRACHAN: But if the minister says that under 

special circumstances, does not this allow then that the minister would 

then have the discretion to say when that ten per cent or fifteen per cent 

allowance on a tender would be allowed?-

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

In a given situation where the minister happened to be aware of a situation 

in an area, for example, Happy Valley/Goose Bay area,and the depressing 

state of affairs there now economically speaking, the minister would 

initiate a paper to his colleagues in Cabinet and it would be discussed 

in Cabinet and a decision would be made at that level. Obviously, the 

minister would not be able on his own to make such a discretion. 

MR. STRACHAN: This would be notifying the tenderer '? 

Therewould be people who would know about this publicly? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Oh, yes. You know, as a general rule you 

could always say the consideration is given in certain situations, 

for example now, the Goose Bay/Happy Valley area would be given because 

of the depressed state of the economy to this sort of situation. But 

there are limits and it is not a rule - not a policy we have as with 

Island or Labrador companies versus non-Labrador or non-Newfoundland 

companies. The Information Services - I do not know how much time we 

have left to make sure I cover them - it is not hidden, by the way. 

And by the way, I am not looking for, you know, I am prepared to stand up 

and defend the department as best I can. So I am not looking for anything 

and I know I am not going to get it and I am not worried about it, you know. 

And when I go out for a smoke, by the way, I am not panicking, you know. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is not what the Telegram said • 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: I do not mind what the Telegram said, 

but I had cancer of the throat and I made a decision to smoke. And I am 

going to smoke when I want to and it is not because I panic, but _ I enjoy 

it. But anyway -

AN RON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

I did not kno\v about it. 

Oh, I know you did not know. 

The Informatibn Services~ it is not 

hidden,-- it is just in general administration. I can give you the breakdown 

on it. There are nine people employed. The two girls that you find in the 

lobby now~who direct the people around who want to go, they are there. 

And then seven people actually work within the Newfoundland Information 

Services aspect as you recognize it. So although there are nine people in 

the division, seven would be the one~I presume,that the han. member would 

be referring to - those who are in the division. The salary cost of the 

nine people is $122,000. The cost of the telexes per year is $70,000. 

AN RON. MEMBER: How much? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: $70,000 per year for all the telexes across 

the Province. There were also some $15,000 to $20,000 normal expenses for 

the division,- the Newfoundland Information Services photocopying, office 

supplies and that sort of thing,. upwards of that. If the bon. member had 

a pencil close,the salaries are listed under 'General Administration', the 

office supplies purchased under Public Works Subhead 1804-D3, as are 

supplies for all other departments,by the way. It is the same subhead for 

all - 1804-03. That is the office supplies are purchased under that. The 

telex, telephone, etc. are under 1803-04. 

~·!R. T.ffiiTE: How much is that? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well, I would say the salaries are $120,000 

- $122,000 the actual amount, the telex is -

MR. F. WHITE: - in round figures? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The telex is $70,000 and the other 

miscellaneous ones - telephone, office supplies, Xerox copy and so on would 

amount to $15,000 to $20,000 - general administration - that is the cost of 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: Newfoundland Information Services. 

But what I am doing now is just _giving the hon. member the subheads 

they are under just so he would not be under the impression that they 

were hidden anywhere. So they would appear under 1804-03 -

1803-Q4 and 1802-02 'General Administration' - office - and that is 

usual again for divisions under general administrative work. And I can 

assure the hon. member :~hat ho~ .- members acros~_·:~~~ House 

ar~ :not the only' ~~es·-~~ho ~uffei_- the pangs of outTageous fortune in 

trying to get a release out.~ ~~o~gh Newfoundland Information Services. The 

same policy applies to 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

members on this side of the House, and the same thing applies amongst 

ministers. For example, you know, if a minister has a statement or 

an announcement to make in my particular distric~, you know it goes 

out over the minister's name, not over my name. 

MR. Wi11TE : · 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR.~ F .-m!iTE: 

·- Would the hon. minister permit a question1 

Certainly. 

that side, members on that side have the same difficulty in putting 

out releases that hon. members have here on this side. I would 

suggest to the hon. minister that if there was going to be a water 

and sewer project announced for Lewisporte district the press release 

would not read that the member for Lewisporte today welcomed the 

announcement from the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing that 

tenders have been called for a water and sewer project in the 

Lewisporte district. But if tenders are going to be called in an 

hon. member 1 s district opposite then the member from that district 

alw·ays gets a mention in the press release put out by Information 

Services. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Oh, no. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. WHITE: Always, Mr. Chairman! i Mr. Chairman,! have seen 

hundreds, and I have got them downstairs and I can bring them up 

by the armful because I have looked at them. The press release 

says -that . the member for such-and-such a district is pleased to 

announce in consultation with the minister. that such-and-such is 

going ahead. And I just want to bring that up because that does not 

seem like difficulty to me. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well, you know, all I can say is, you know, I 

recognize the han. member~s expertise in the field of communications. 

And, you know, while I know there have been problems for the minister 
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MR. ROUS S&\U: 

as well with Newfoundland Information Services, at any point in 

time that the hon. member wanted to sit down and bring up the 

specifics - I can assure the hon. member that if he thinks he is 

w!Dnge~or slighted in any way by the Newfoundland Information 

Services, and he brings a specific po~nt to me, to my attention, 

then I will certainly get an understanding of what was the 

_situation, a~~ _if _i ! wa~ done unjustly to the hon. member·. I can 

assure him that action will be taken to rectify that it did not 

happen twice. But again, and I can appreciate hon. members; you 

know, they are broad general ones, give me specific 'situations and 

I will certainly take it up with them, and if Newfoundland Information 

Services are in the wrong they will be taken to task. 

MR. WHITE: Will the minister permit another question? 

HR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

MR. WHITE: Could the minister tell the House whether or 

not there is any specific policy laid down by his department with 

respect to the operations of Information Services? For instance, 

do Information Services and the Director, the $22,000 a year Director, 

Mr. Butler, you know, does he have specific instructions to use such 

words as "Progressive Conservative" and/or "Liberal" or neither, or one 

of those two? . I mean,does Information Services have instructions 

because they will not use the word "Liberal11
, but they will use the 

word "Progressive Conservative". 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Not to my knowledge, they do not. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : That is true. That is true. 

MR. WHITE: They must have a policy -

MR. ROUSSEAU: They do not -

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. WHITE: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

MR. • SIMMONS : 

I will tell you, you know, -

Let us have a policy -

Let me - let me -

That is the reason why we boycotted them. 

: ••• press releases signed. 
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It goes on a~l of the time. 

You cannot justif! it, 'Joe'. 

You know, I have just said to the hon. members -

- five years and I sent it down as a letter -

I had mine vetted over there before I let it go. 

- I was pleased to announce something down in 

my district, and they sent it back and said it was political. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR.. HICKMAN: So I have not made an announcement-

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. STRACHAN: 

MR.. HICKMAN: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

- the Minister of Justice. 

I have not made an announcement since. 

So we noticed. 

Meanwhile my twenty minutes whileth away. 

You are provoking the Minister of Justice again. Please do not 

do that because it bites into my time too much. 

MR. WHITE: Well tell us about the policy. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I will assure the hon. member that the Newfoundland 

Information Services does not have a policy directed to it that 

would preclude the use of the wnrd "Liberal." 

MR. muTE: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. WHITE: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. WHITE: 

So Mr. Butler is discriminating against -

I do not know what Mr -

A civil servant -

I do not know what -

- discriminating against Opposition members. 

I do not know what Mr. Butler is doing, I am just 

telling you that I as minister am saying in this House -

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. WHITE: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

Well give him a policy. Give him a policy. 

You are responsible for that man. 

Order, please~ 
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-MR. SIMMONS : _Ri:.s_J:_!mfL~s e~ired, has it? 

HR. ROUSSEAU : Is my time up? 

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG): You have one minute. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: All I am saying is that it is not there. This 

is the first time that it has been brought to my attention. 

MR • lffiiTE : I brought it up before in this House. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It will be checked into, but he has no policy 

from the minister. There are a few other points,by the way,that I 

will try and cover in my twenty minutes later on. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (MR. YOUNG): The bon. member for Burin- Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. SIMMONS : Burgee-Bay d'Espoir is the appropriate district, 

Mr. Chairman. 

MR.. F • WHITE : Cue cards. 

MR. SIMMONS : At some point there should be a little- exam in 

this House to see what members know the proper names of the other 

districts of the Province. I am appalled at how 

MR. MURPHY: Remember it will always be Winnipeg Centre for me. 

MR. SIMHONS: Ah, ha! 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

HR. SIMHONS: Mr. Chairman, first of all just a word about 

Newfoundland Information Services. The minister is right when he says 

there is no policy on this particular subject. He is right because -

- - MR. ROUSSEAU: On this particular subject. 

MR. SIMMONS: - of the larger truth that there is no policy 

whatsoever on Newfoundland Information Services, no policy. There is 

not one single line, not one solitary sentence of guideline. And 

I say to him two things~as a result he is going to lose some staff 

from Newfoundland Information .services, who are fed up with the lack 

of direction, and who realize they are being sucked in into a 

political situation -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR.. SIMMONS : - a partisan situation, -

MR. WHITE: Hear, hear! 
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MR. SIMMONS: 

hides clean. 

- and they are going to leave to keep their own 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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MR. WHITE: It is true. 

MR.. SIMMONS : And they are talking on that very 

subject. 

MR. WHITE: It is true. 

MR. • SIMMONS : Because they are being, thanks not 

to - my colleague was kind~- he called him a civil servant ..:. Mr. Butler 

is a political hack of the worst order. 

MR. WHITE: Hear, hear! 

MR. SIMMONS: And he is manipulating and using that 

little bail~wick he has got there in the worst possible way. 

Look, the Newfie Bulletin - what was it 

called? - the Newfoundland Bulletin 

MR. WHITE: The Newfoundland Bulletin. 
I 

MR. SIMMONS: - that was despicable. I mean,I am the first 

to say that. That was despicable. I used to be ashamed when it came 

in the mail. I was ashamed, really, that my tax money ~as being used 

in that way. But, Mr. Chairman, it was the bible compared to NIS. 

It was the gospel compared to what is happening in NIS. Now, Mr. Chairman, 

this government is the crowd that was going to clean her up in a couple 

of ways. There were going to clean her up on public tendering. We 

know the story on that one, Mr. Chairman. We know how they cleaned her 
I 

up on that one. That is a story in itself how clean that has become, 

the old public tendering system. And now NIS, Newfoundland Information 

Services. They laughed and they scorned the Newfoundland Bulletin 

because it was such a shocking document, because it actually dared 

to spend, I believe in its final year, $102,000 in the laat year-

$102,000 spent on Newfoundland Information Services in a year, 1971-1972, 

$102,000. Now this year, Mr. Chairman, what do we have? First of 

all I say tto the minister, we have some conflicting information between 

what he has given my colleague -

MR. ROUSSEAU: Before the hon. member continues, could I 

correct something by the way, and I am sorry. I just had a note 

in here. 

MR. SIMMONS: Okay. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: Policies are generally written,by the 

way, and I have asked them now to get me some written ones, and 

I will table them in the House, and I am prepared to do that. 

MR.. SU1MONS: Give them to the staff, because they are 

still looking for them. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: And I very regret that probably I - no 

restriction on mentioning members or departments. But they are not 

supposed to refer to either party. 

Good! .Mil SIMMONS; 

m·. WRITE: . 
MR. ROUSSEAU: 

- · -
Welt, thev do~ 

Okay? 

MR. SIMMONS: We are glad for that. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the minister had 

better correct one other thing, because I refer him to salary 

detail, page 126 and 127. And I would like to inform the minister 

that the number of staff in Information Services according to this 

doucment is not nine but eleven. It is eleven. 

MR. WHITE: In the salary estimates. 

MR. SIMMONS: In the salary detail there are eleven people. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is what the minister said, did he not? 

MR.. SIMMONS: No, the minister said, seven and two. 

Mr. Chairman, anyway as it happens the 

minister's f.igure for nine is slightly more than the estimates figure 

for eleven so it kind of evens out. But the minister's figure of 

$122,000 for salaries for nine or eleven, as the case may be, people, 

$122,000 compared, Mr. Chairman, $102,000 for the entire infamous 

Newfoundland Bulletin of three or four years prior, five years prior, 

$102,000 compared now to $122,000, but that is only the salary, 

Mr. Chairman. That does not take into account the manure spreaders, 

the famous or infamous manure spreaders, known officially as Telex machines, 

these manure spreaders that spread out the garbage, the manure,to all the 

stations across the country at a cost to you, Mr.Chairman, and all of us in 

this House and all of us within hearing of my voice, everybody across 

this land, at a cost to all of us of $70,000 besides the salaries, just to 
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Mr. Simmons. 

sp:~:ead the manure, just to send out the garbage. And then in 

addition to that, Mr. Chairman, for the telephone calls and for 

the paper, the stationery and the carbon paper and the corrector 

fluid and whatever, another $20,000; $122,000 for salaries, 

including the salary of the person who must be the most 

infamous, nefarious political hack in the history of parliamentary 

democracy in Newfoundland,-

MR. WHITE: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

~~~~~e~ t~e Premier's coat during the election. 

the person who must have the record 

for misusing most despicably an office -

MR. WHITE: Carried the Premier's coat during the 

election. Tell ~nem about that. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. WHITE: 

MR.. SIMMONS : 

Bruce Butler. 

Dave Butler. 

$122,000 for salaries; $70,000 for 

manure spreaders; $20,.000 be~ides that for various items; 

$212,000 of your money . to do What? The minister says to avoid 

references -to party labels. Well, - I refer the minister to June 8, 1976-

just not quite a year ago. On June 8, 
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MR.. S L'1MONS : 1976 a release came out through Information 

Services for immediate release from the Premier's Office; 

following is a statement issued today, June 8th., by 

Premier Frank Moores with respect to his earlier calling 

of three provincial by-elections for June 30th. 

The first part of the statement states that 

NM- 1 

the elections have been called because the Courts had overturned 

that kind of thing, fairly straighforward. The second paragraph, 

the Premier is speaking: "I do not think that is good politics 

and I do not think it is good government. The fact is," the fact 

is, that could only be one person, "the fact is that at the present 

time we are asking the people of this Province to back the government 

member, the person who is running for the government." 

MR. ROWE: Is that a brochure or what? 

MR. STI1MONS: "The PC Party is the government party now." 

~-· FLIGET: Talk about blatant. 

~IR.. SIMMONS: Now that, Hr. 1-!inister, -

MR. WHITE: $70,000? 

MR. Sill10NS: - that is the manure spreader that the minister 

has said is not allowed to use party labels. 

MR. ROHE: 

MR. WHITE: 

MR.. SIMMONS : 

Is that a political brochure or what? 

Yes it is. 

The minister may well stand by what he says1 but 

if his staff keep making a fool of him he may well fall by what 

he says. He may well fall by what he says. The minister is a good 

man. He is a gentleman in every sense of the term and I believe 

he is a good minister. But any head of any administrative organization 

is only as good as the people he has got behind him and I warn him 

if I l-lere 'he I would be very careful of some of the people I got 

behind me in his situation. I would be very careful, very careful 

indeed. 
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MR. SL~ONS: We have boycotted Information Services partly; 

what we do is we avail of their envelope service to get out 

our own releases. Now that will probably stop tomorrow morning . 

HR. WHITE: Free transportation. 

MR. SIMMONS: - not on our account. But, Mr. Chairman, what we 

1do not do is go through the humiliation any more than I have 

gone through three or four times,that I bet every one of my 

colleagues here has gone through on a number of occasions,of 

having somebody down in Information Services send us back and 

tell us it is not written right. Oh not that the English is 

not right or the grammar is not good, that is not the problem, 

but we use the word "Liberal". 

~m. WHITE: That is right. 

l1R. S~ONS: We said the Liberal member for Lewisporte. 

MR. 1-."HITE: Right. Right. 

NR. FLIGHT: Send it back. Take it out. 

~m. w~ITE: Take it out, not allowed to use it. 

~. SI.:.'1MONS: The occasion when they did not agree with the ~vay 

we had referred to the member, Mr. Jamieson, referred to him as 

the member for Burin - Burgeo and they thought that was uncalled for 

and he had to be referred to by his Cabinet designation. That 

kind of nonsense. 

Now that is okay if you had a fellow down there who 

was conscientiously trying to help you. But against that you get 

this kind of stuff here where the Premier of th~ Province, not as 

Premier but as the leader of one of the political parties about to 

enter into an election campaign.,is allowed- not allowed- dares 

to use the taxpayers money to make his partisan political announcements. 

That is the first sin,that the Premier should have even dared to have 

it done through Information Services. But having done that, Mr. Chairman, 

the greater sin is that his policial hack, Mr. Butler, would have the gall, 

the outright gall to allow it to go through, even if he did not give 

a hang for the taxpayers, if he did not give a hang for doing that which 
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MR. SIMMONS: was non-partisan in his present position, if he 

did not care a wit for that, just in terms of protecting his 

-
own hide, which I assure you is going to need more and more 

protection as time goes by. 

A.~ HON. ~TMBE!' : His day will come. 

MR. STI1MONS: He will have his day in court. 

AN _HON. MEMBER: He ~vill need more court -

MR. S IMMONS : He will have his day in court. But even 

if he cared nothing except about his own political hide, as it 

happens a fairly cheap political hide. Some hides come cheaper 

than others. · 

MR. WHITE: $22,000. 

}'IR.. SL"!MONS: This one is -

MR. WHITE: $22,000. 

MR. SL""iMONS: - is $22,000 cheap. 

~R. WHITE: It used to be $15,000. 

~1R. SL"1MONS: This particular hide is $22,000 cheap of my tax money. 

HR. RIDEOUT: A $7,000 raise. 

~. Sll1MONS: And I have people down there '"'ho want a few dollars, 

$3,000 or $4,000 to put a water system in their community so that 

they do not have to get aboard the punt and row two or three miles 

to get a bucket of water and I see this kind of nonsense going onl 

MR. RIDEOUT : Gave him a $7,000 raise. 

MR. Sll.IMONS: Mr. Chairman, there can be no where in this 

country, in this nation of Canada, there can be no where where the 

taxpayers money is being used as blatantly and in as a nefarious, 

as a despicable,- as skulduggerous a ~vay as in Newfoundland 

Information Services. And one could undestand if this were just 

a mistake of the heart. But this is the solution to what was touted 

as a very partisan issue. This is the solution to The Newfoundland 

Bulletin. This is what the boys were going to do to clear her up. 

If t:h:I.R is their version of cleaning her up I would not want them in 

as carpet cleaners. It would be an awful mess to walk around when they 

were finished. 
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MR.~ SIMMONS: Newfoundland Infonnation Services, there 

must be something else that fits into those three little letters. 

My buddies will play with the letters. There must be something 

that 
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MR. S TI1MONS : more aptly describes the present functioning 

of that service in Newfoundland Information Services. There 

must be something if you get working on it. My friend in St. 

John's North he is good at this. 

MR. STRACHAN: Spell it backwards. 

MR. FLIGHT: Spelled backwards it is sin, S-I-N. 

MR. SIMMONS: Well,that is even unkind to the word sin. In 

this day sin is something that one not necessarily condones,but 

rates· somewhere above crime. I am looking for a word that rates 

below crime. I am looking for something that is worse than crime when 

you take off the backs of the taxpayers of this Province - we are 

not talking, Mr. Chairman, about some oil rich Alberta or some 

Arab state or some place that has an heritage of fund of millions 

and hundreds of millions of dollars because they cannot find 

ways to spend it. We are talking about a constituency of 570,000 

souls, 600,000 souls who have to sweat every hour of their lives 

to find enough tax money to keep the treasury going even at our 

present minimal standards, that is what ~.re are talking about. 

And then we find that $212,000 of that $250,000 in the name 

of government is used so the Premier can put out his political 

announcements. 

SOME RON MIDIBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. SU~10NS: I want to compliment my friend from Lewisporte 

for raising this issue early in this particular session. The 

minister and others have said they did not hear it before. Well 

it goes to demonstrate that it needs to be said several times, 

and we shall say it several times until the message gets rignt 

across this Province that this government is spending $250,00 

very blatantly to run its election campaign year in and year 

out. It can be nothing else but the information arm or the 

mis-information arm, the propaganda arm of a political party. 

It reminds you in larger degree, Mr. Chairman, of how the boys 
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HR. SIMMONS: went of to the Arts and Culture Center one day 

and had a meal - and got found out. Remember that one-

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. SIMMONS: - that famous meal? But this way they found a way 

to legalize it; they called it Newfoundland Information Services. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, one other comment I would like to make before 

sitting down. Mr. Chairman, the department itself, the Department 

of Public Works, Mr. Chairman, the 

MR. FLIGHT: (Inaudible) 

MR. SIMMONS: Give us a chance will you,'Graham' bov? Mr. Chai~an, 

the Department of Public Works itself in any regime,whatever the 

political stripe,has the potential to be the slush fund 

department of a government and the onus is on the minister and the 

Treasury Board and 6abinet,is on the government to see it does 

not become that. It has the potential to become exactly that. 

How does it become that? Well,in two or three ways, One is by 

\ just a blatant use of the departments functions for political 

purposes. Thatrarely happens,! supposetbecause politicians are not 

necessarily that stunned, but it can happen in other ways. It 

can happen by having within the department a certain looseness 

of administration such that when the time comes to reflect on 

what really went on it is very difficult. For instance,! was 

appalled to find out that it is the policy or the practice of 

government generally,and not this particular department alone, 

to destroy invoices after only six months of a fiscal year. 

Now in any ousiness, in any business where there is any kind 

of good accounting practice at all,businesses keep their records 

for seven years, some five years but seven is the norm . , the 

standard seven years. 
' 

Do you know that in this government the individual invoices 

are put through the shredder six months after the fiscal year 
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MR. SIMHONS: has concluded, six months l 

MR.·RIDEOUT: - No wonder the Auditor General cannot find anything. 

MR. SIMMONS : And.one of the problems, one of the problems-
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HR. DINN: That is not true. 

MR. STI'fiAONS: ~-!'ell the Minister of Municipal Affairs says 

that is not true. I have the information at late as this 

afternoon that it is true. And I understand -

l'!R. ROUSSEAU: I can explain if you want. 

SIM:MONS: Okay. 

ROUSSEAU: It is destroyed in all government departments 

after six months, but it is all microfilmed and kept forever. 

MR. SI:MMONS: Now do I -

MR. ROUSSEAU: Okay? 

MR. SI!1MONS: Hold on nm-1, hold on now, l-Te are not through 
' 

nmv, fellows. 

~-":R. ~..-URPHY : So lve do not keep records! Put that on the record. 

r·'R. LUNDRIGAN: I agree vlith you, 'Ank'. I absent myself -

't>ffi.. SIHMONS: Hr. Chairman! ~1r. Chairman, I will not tonight 

he distracted by John- John Lundri3an tonight, Mr. Chairman. No vmy 

Hill I be distracted by little John-John. No way tonight, Mr. Chairman. 

lve are after bi~3er ammunition tonight than little John-John, I 

am telling you that. 

SOME RON. ~1BERS : Oh, oh! 

Nm11, ~~r. Chairman, they can use the old smoke 

screen apnroach if they like. The fact of the matter is, Hr. Chairman, 

that, one, the records are destroyed six months after. Secondly, as 

I ~,Tas commenting, as the minister said they are put on microfilm, and 

I will shovT the minister after I can go down to the office, I '"ill 

show him some of the results of what comes off microfilm. It is 

unreadable, because I have some of it in my office right now, and I 

can show him inside of twelve or fifteen minutes, the stuff is unreadable. 

And one of the problems, Hr. Chairman, one of the verJ real problems 

that you have if you are trying to search back over the .records to 

establish certain facts is that the record is illegible. It cannot be 

read. Once you take it off you cannot ferret out the details. Sometimes 

you can guess at what a figure is, but it is impossible. 
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MR. SIMMONS: Auditors tell me it is impossible to read the 

detail for the particular invoice once you try and retract it 

from microfilm., 

}~ .. STRACHAN: Auditors say that? 

MR. SIMMONS: I am sorry? 

MR. STRACHAN: ~udi tors. say that? 

PK - 2 

MR. SIMMONS: Oh, auditors. Auditors, and I mean plural. Auditors 

tell me it is impossible. Indeed I have shown -

MR. H • COLLINS : lfuat is all this fooling around? First of all 

they are destroyed, then the microfilm cannot be reac -

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, I do not expect the :linister of 

Health -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. SIMMONS: - I do not expect the Minister of Health at this late 

hour in the night, at this late hour after he has eaten so well -

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR.. SIMMONS : - I do not expect at this late at night to understand -

HR. CHAIRMAN: 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

HR. CHAIID-'..AN: 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

MR. CHAIRHAN: 

Order, please! 

Oh, oh! 

Order, please! 

Oh, oh! 

Order, please! 

Order, please! 

When the Chair calls for 

order hon. members should cease discussion, and hon. members should 

take their seats. The Chair does not intervene in normal remarks 

back and forth, but when they tend to get out of hand and raise the 

heat of the House unduly I think the Chair has to do so. I think 

we are getting at that point. So I would ask hon. members to take 

heed accordingly. 

The hon. member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, for the benefit of my good friend 

from Gander (Mr. H. Collins), the Minister of Health,! shall say it 

once again; number one, as in first, number one, number one, -

MR.. H. COLLINS : Do not say it. 
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MR. SIMMONS: - number one, the records are destroyed six months 

or not necessarily on six months , plus the day,. but they begin to 

destroy them six months after the end of the fiscal year. For 

example, the records for the Department of Public Works, now I 

just knmv of the Department of Public Works because it was the first one 

they did this year. The records for the Department of Public 

Works began to be destroyed some weeks ago, I would have to stop 

and think what particular month, but six months after the end of 

the fiscal year they began to shred the records of Public Works~ 

after, Mr. Chairman, after putting them on microfilm. Now again I 

believe some members opposite are reacting onduly here, I am not 

either alleging or trying to infer or even thinking that there is 

any wrongdoing here, I am not saying that. I am saying that if you 

are going to ensure that proper records are kept, and one calls to 

mind the old dictum that, you know, justice must not only be done 

but it must seem to be done. I am not suggesting any wrongdoing 

here at all. But I was appalled that when you compare the practice 

in private business where they keep the records for five to seven 

years that the shredders are called into play six months after the 

end of the fiscal year, you know, that is undue haste.,! lvould submit. 

The shredders are called into play at that time and 

not before,though, Mr. Chairman, the microfilm records a record. Their 

problem with that record, and I have retrived some from the microfilm 

in the past few days, is that the record is unreadable, You can read 

usually the dollar sign at the end, but you cannot pick out the 

written detail, because many of these invoices are not necessarily 

typed invoices, they are very often handwritten invoices. And it is 

impossible to discriminate the detail, the written detail of the 

invoice, in other ~-lords, to retract the actual instruction or commitment 

made on that particular invoice. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! The hon. member's time has elapsed. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon, member for Lewisporte. 

MR. F. WRITE: Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to m:ake one or two 

more points with respect to some of the th_ings that have been raised 

tonight before the minister response, I am not going to be very long, 

five or six minutes. 
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MR. WHITE: 

Mr. Chairman, with respect to Information Services, we want to emphasize 

the point -or I do at least - emphasize the point that I am not 

asking for any favours from Newfoundland Information Services. All we 

want, Mr. Chairman, is a policy to be laid down by the government 

so that we can have this policy before us, and we can guide ourselves 

accordingly with respect to that policy. Our frustration ' in the 

past has been that there has been no policy with respect to Newfoundland 

Information Services. If, for instance, the word 'Liberat; as 

my colleague just outlined,is deleted from all press releases that 

go out from Information Services,and if in fact as has been demonstrated 

here tonight that the words 'Progressive Conservative' or the abbreviations 

P.C. do in fact appear in press releases from Newfoundland Information 

Services, then we can only conclude, Mr. Chairman, that there is no 

policy laid down with respect to Newfoundland Information Services. 

So all we want from the minister is a list of what we are to do ar 

not do, the policy with respect to Newfoundland Information Services. 

If he _has as he says he does, written policy, then let us have it. 

Let us table it in the House. Let us have a look at it and then let 

us examine the press releases that have come out from Newfoundland 

Information Services during the last little while and let us find out 
I 

whether or not the staff at Newfoundland Information Services, the 

paid staff at Newfoundland Information Services, particularly Mr. Butler 

because he runs it like a general, if in fact he has gone by the 

policy that has been set down by the minister. If he has not, then 

he should be fired. If he has broken the policy that the minister had 

laid down, then he should be fired. But instead of firing him, 

Mr. Chairman, what did they do? Last year the han. gentleman, 

Mr. David Butler, the Director of Government Information Services 

was making $17,332; salary details 1976-1977. Salary details for this 

year, Mr. Chairman, 1976-1977, Mr. David Butler, Director of Gove~~ent 

Information Services, $22,245. That is an increase, Mr. Chairman, in· 

one year of almost thirty per cent. A few dollars less than thirty per cent 

when all the other civil servants in this building are required to 

stick by eight per cent and six per cent and some lower than that. 
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MR. WHITE: 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a hired hack who obviously does 

not carry out the policy of the government, because the minister 

said the policy was that neither PC nor Liberal was to be used, 

we have demonstrated in this press release that PC was used. 

Therefore, Dave Butler, who should have been fired was given 

a raise, Mr. Chairman, of over $4,000 in one year, n~ar~y 

thirty per cent. We would like the minister to tell us about 

that one. 

MR. RIDEOUT: I thought we were partners in this A. I. B. thing? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for St. John's North. 

MR. J . CARTER: Mr. Chairman, just a few 'tvords. Before 

I get started the hon. gentlemen across ton~ght remind me of the 

-
Supreme Court - they have no appeal. 

Anyway, Mr. Chairman, I have a few questions 

I would like to address to the minister. In many ways this is the 

department that serves all the other departments,so it is unique 

in that sense. And I would like to address a couple of questions 

that I would like the minister to answer. For one thing we 

have heard a lot about the constricted office space in Confederation 

Building, and related buildings scattered all over town. I would 

like to know what is the government's intention for the next few 

years, whether it is to bring all the civil servants together 

in one place~or to dissipate them further,or just what is the intention 

of the government in this regard1 And I would like to know also 

what is the policy for local companies? I understand that there is 

a preferenc~ given to local companies, especially where provincial 

funds are concerned, and I would like to know what is the percentage 

preference given to local companies? I would also like to know -

I know we are not into the subheads and this is unfortunate in a sense 

because I would rather have the general discussion at the end of the 

subheads but unfortunately we are doing it the other way around. The 

last page, on page 116, subhead number 1809, I notice $300,000 for 

public relations resource programmes. I would like to minister to go into 
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Mr. J. Carter. 

that,if he would. AD._d on the matter of office space, 

I understand that it is very difficult for a person coming 

from outside of town to get to all the departl'llE!nts. They are 

scattered around town. I would like to know who we are renting 

from and'where the departments are located,if the minister could 

just give us a list of where the government departments are put, 

b.eca~~- it does remind one of about twenty years ago when the 

government departments 
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MR. J. CARTER: were scattered all over town - remember? 
-

down at Fort William and up in Harvey Road and various other buildings. 

So I wonder if the minister would give us sort of an over-view of this 

situation. And those are my questions for now. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. minister. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Chairman, a couple of questions. 

First, I presume that the hon. member from Burgeo- Bay d'Espoir 

(Mr. Simmons) is somewhere in the wings and can hear my voice. 

MR. RIDEOUT: He is there. 

MR.. STRACHAN: I will get him. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, no. That is okay just as long as he 

can hear my voice. 

I have just checked now. The officials 

that I have closeted in the back room there informed me that the records 

of Public Works and Services are not shredded for 1975 - 1976. We have 

duplicate copies of all invoices from 1970 - 1971. Before that they are 

on micro-film. In fact - in point of fact the Auditor-General has now 

our copies of all the relevant invoices that he has requested - not the 

micro-film but the actual ,copies of the invoices. Departmentally, obviously 

we keep copies of our own invoices. The question, of course, arises on 

the larger scale about, you know, how much storage space you have in respect 

to the total government and the invoices. 

:MR. RIDEOL"'T: What do you save the originals for if 

you are keeping copies? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The departments themselves - the shredding -

only the Department of Finance, I am told - and I can only say what I am 

told - I can speak about the Department of Public Works - but I am told that 

the only department which shreds after six months and puts on micro-film is 

the Department of Finance. Our records - duplicate copies of all invoices 

right now from 1970 - 1971, and before that they are on micro-film. And 

the Auditor-General has those copies. As well, by the way, the purchasing 

department has all their invoices,or their copies of the invoices,for the past 

two years. But I think maybe the hon. member is referring to the Department 

-9336 



.,, 

May 26, 1977 Tape 3333 EC - 2 

MR. ROUSSEAU: of Finance which is the only one to my 

knowledge - I cannot say for the rest of them - but the only one to my 

knowledge that shreds after six months and then puts on micro-film. 

MR. STRACHAN: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

here tonight. 

The minister is shredding now. 

I am shredding. I wish I had a shredder 

I can only repeat for the hon. member 

Po~Lewisporte (Mr. F. White) what I said before, that I have asked the 

officials - and I am on again tomorrow morning for an hour - that I will 

table what information we have then. I have asked them to have it for me 

at ten o'clock,or when I start in the morning. I can only reiterate what 

I said before, that there is no restriction on mentioning members or 

departments, but they are not supposed to refer to either party. It is 

all I can say: tnat is the policy. Obviously there have been some times 

when the policy has not been followed, but that is the policy of the 

division and the hon. minister will certainly check into any abrogations 

of that policy. 

By the way - just to go back for one minute -

we talked about eleven people. There are eleven, but there are only six 

people now employed. There are five vacancies. And as the hon. member 

suggests, there may be-a lot more vacancies before long. I am aware that 

there are certain problems down there, and we have looked at it internally 

from a departmental point of view. I have had senior officials meet with 

the people down there, and any problems to try and iron them out. So we 

are aware of that. 

MR. F. WijiTE: (Inaudible) 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, they have been met with, the people 

down there. Oh, this is,I guess,two months ago, maybe six weeks ago. The 

Director of Administration met with the staff and tried to the best of his 

ability and within the context in which he was working to iron out some of 

the problems. That is not to say there are not problems now. I am not 

suggesting that. What I am saying is that when they reached my attention 

a few months ago, immediate action was taken by the Director of Administration 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: and a meeting was held with them. 

I am very aware 
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~fR. ROUSSEAU: leave it at that- that there are certain problems 

down there. 

So .! say that of the eleven 

nositions there are_ six now. five are vacant: the eleven 

make up $122,000. So the actual budget if the 

other five positions are not filled will not be $122,000, that 

covers the eleven positions, and I would assume covers two 

temporary people we normally hire on in the Summertime, university 

students,which many departments hire on and include the two 

ladies out in the lobby who of course conduct people around the building 

to the various areas. 

Now I think I shouln address myself to the question 

of the policy on local companies,and I am trying to get the small ones 

in. The policy on goods Hholly or mainly manufactured in the Province 

out of ~rovincial funds is publicly ten per cent. When I made the 

announcement here about a year or so ago, or the last session of 

the House,we suggested that beyond ten per cent that each individual 

case could be considered by government. The minister does not have 

that authority,nor does he have the authority in the ten 

per cent. It has to go to Cabinet. Because any tender that is 

given in this Province that is not the low tender has to be tabled 

in the House fifteen days after the House opens or fifteen days 

after it is awarded. But for local companies the preference is for 

goods wholly or mainly manufactured in the Province,or really goods 

that provide jobs~should be ten per cent. We are unable to do it 

with any money of course that comes from federal sources because

and rightfully so as I previously suggested - that money is 

Canadian in the eyes of the federal government and they are not 

prepared to give a ten per cent preference. Is that a satisfactory 

answer to the question? 

As a matter of fact,there was a statement made by 

me as Minister of Forestry and Agriculture last year on that 

in respect to lumber, you know;that a -ten per cent preference was 
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MR.. ROUSSEAU: given on lumber. Now in special circumstances 

Cabinet may decide to give more than ten per cent. But that is 

not a policy, that is done on each individual situation where 

extenuating circumstances warrant as I -

1-fR. MURPHY: ( Inaui!ib le) • 

l'fR. ROUSSEAU: Yes 7it could be. Or,you know,like some companies 

that I have in my district that I would like to give a deficit 

of fifty per cent to them before I would even give them a running 

start at zero.. But again it cannot be done,as I suggested with 

the federal monies,because it is not acceptable to the federal 

government. 

I remember a couple of years ago, or last year, 

in Forestry and Agriculture all the surveying was being bid on 

by companies outside this Provice,and the greater majority of the 

dollars in a federal/provincial agr~ement ~,rere going there, 

and I wrote the minister personally, minister to I".inister and asked for 

a preference and he wrote back and he just said, "No," he said, 

"it is Canadian money and it has to. be used for any company in the 

country." And the same thing,! presume,occurrs for all other 

departments. 

Now the office space, the great office space. I can only 

tell you what the situation is now with office space. First of all, 

I could not agree more with the hon. members who sugges~ and mostly, 

they are the hon. members from outside St. John's,and the Province 

exists beyond the overpass,which surprises a lot of people in the 

Province but it does, but people who are normally outside the overpass 

do not know St. John's as well as the people who live in here, of course. 

They do not have the problem. But people coming in from out of 

town,and I have said this publicly many times -

MR. CALLAN: The reverse is true, too. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. The question of office space,of course,is 

one that is very compelling. You know,the han. members across the House 

know full well what we are talking about. They were screaming and ranting 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: and roaring last year about the amount 

of office space that they had and rightfully so. But I could 

not put them in pigeon holes because I do not have pigeon 

holes. 

I just had~for example,in Public Works, we just 

had authorizatio~ for more staff, more engineering staff. We 

could not hire them because we had no place to put them. We 

just moved the Purchasing Agency out and we now have room for 

NM- 3 

our technical services down there. And you cannot have, not only 

for the people who come in but also for the functioning of any 

department, they cannot be spread all over God's creation. 

Three years ago a group of consultants were asked 

to conduct a study on space requirements for government in the near 

and intermediate and long term. T~e report came in and government 

could not at that time find the money to proceed with the 

recommendations made in that report. A short time ago the r~port 

was recommissioned so that the figures that were given then, they 

were two or three years old and obviously members were aware of the 

amount of inflation and that the dollar as mentioned in the 1973-74 

report would not be anything like the dollars that would now exist 

in respect to the construction, that this has now been recommissioned 

and the figures up-dated. 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

We have now had one or two or maybe three drafts of their report; 

they are now shuffling back between Ottawa and St. John's, between 

the technical people in the Department of Public Works and the 

federal people for corrections. I would hope that a final report 

would be ready imminently,within the next two or three weeks. 

The Premier has indicated that when that is done a decision will be 

made. The little old Minister of Public Works does not decide he 

is going to spend $15 million or $20 million or $25 million,by the 
' ' 

way_. It; is a government decision. The Premier has indicated that 

it will be given consideration after, and there is no question about 

the fact that space is needed. 

The question of the Legislative Building,that is, you 

know, a question of security. And I think that in the evening times 

when the building is open for the House of Assembly we would like, 

not necessarily have a different building, but to have different 

entrances whic'h, v7ould satisfy the criteria vJhich I suggested, that Hhen 

people came in they could go to the Legislative Building and that is 

the only place they could go because there are a lot of documents in 

here, of course, that are kept in offices that are not in the public 

interest at this point in time which may be released at some future 

date or for anything else, you know, things are taken or whatever. 

If anybody was malicious that could be done, and I think the problem 

of security is one that would' dictate; ~.,;re take a look at that sort of 

thing. Nobody said it was going to be done~ but it is certainly something we 

can take a look at. It is government's intention to call public 

proposals for any office space once they have. 

I would like to table for the amusement or amazement of 

han. members what the situation is in respect to office space, and 

this is our policy effective the 21st. of February, 1977. In cases 

where more than 5,000 square feet of space is required the department 

shall invite rental proposals in the public press, details of the 

most acceptable proposal to be submitted to Treasury Board for prior 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

approval. In cases where less than 5,000 square feet and more 

than 1,000 square feet of space is required,the department shall 

follow the present procedure of contacting various perspective 

landlords and negotiating the terms and conditions of the rental 

agreement; the details thereof to be submitted again to Treasury 

Board prior to entering into a lease agreement. In cases where 

less than 1,000 square feet of space is required the department 

shall negotiate and enter into le~se agreements without the prior 

approval of Treasury Board, reports containing details of all such 

rentals to be submitted to the Board on a quarterly basis. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have no hesitation whatsoever 

in complying lvith the request of my colleague - no I need that -

with the han. member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter) in tabling 

all of the rental agreements, the prices, the departments, the locations, 

the landlords or rental area and square feet, the rental rate per 

square foot, and the annual rent. No hesitation whatsoever. Does 

that satisfy my hon. friend? 

~1R. STRACHAN : It is all there. 

"MR. ROUSSEAU: It is all there, yes. That would be the departments 

and the Crown agencies right across the Province. 

I only have one copy,unfortunately, but if any member 

finds that there are not enough copies of that - so that I hope will 

keep my hon. friend from St. John's North happy. 

MR. J. CARTER: Very happy. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: So that I assume is satisfactory. But I say that 

oublic proposals will be called on any rental space that is required by 
r 

government. Does that satisfy? And there is no doubt it is 

an awful situation, you know, where people have to come in here and 

chase around to the Viking Building for my hon. colleague, the Minister 

of Fisheries, the Eastern Canada Savings and Trust for Mines and 

Energy -
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MR. F. WHITE: The first thing is they do not know.~hbw to get 

there. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: They do not know how to get there. Well there 

are still a lot of places around St. John's that I do not know how 

to get to, and I have been here a couple of years, so I would assume 

the people coming in out from out of town have the sa~e problem. 

Now the $300,000 that appears somewhere in my 

estimates, and the hon. member would like to know what that is for. 

And I can assure the hon. member that is not George McLean, number 

one. Does that satisfy the hon. member? 

MR. F. WHITE: Not quite. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I will tell the hon. member and other members 

of the House I am surprised that the hon. members across the House 

have not raised it, but I would assume in due course it would have 

been raised. 

MR. FLIGHT: \.Jho is getting it? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It is money that will not be expended by the 

Department of Public Works and Services,by the way, but it was put 

in there because it was authorized under one lump sum and they 

could not find any place to put it, and it ended up in Public 

Works. But it will be co-ordinated from that department. 

What it is in effect is money that will be used by 

the resource departmen~s - by the Department of Fisheries, by the 

Department of Forestry and , Agriculture, the Department of Industrial 

and Rural Development, the Department of Tourism, and other such 

departments 
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.... m 
~ . : R0TJS SEAU : to r:"o a public relatj ons _programme on •·1hat 

is available to the people of this Province fro~ these rlepart~ents. 

It will be cone, insofar as I a~ concernec, as much loc~lJy as 

possi'Jle. 0"->viously He oo not vmnt to tell somebody in :·~o~Ta ~cotia 

or Toronto about :re~,,.;otmdlanci pro~ri?t"mes but tr.ere may b e so~e 

instances in Tourisl"' \·There the1.t hat'l to be Clone. 

~-~. STT'A~-!!:.N: This is fol'" vJhat is going on locally? 

'm T'0tTSSE/\.r: : Yes. For example, the AP.JJA progratm!'e, or 

the Pural nevelopt•lent Authority, or the r.oisheries Loc:m 13oard, 

or the land clearing gri?nts or 't·7hatever; it is ~eant to be consu'li'.e~ 

1ocally by the -

(Ina.ucible). 

VT't No. ~To. I nl!' thinki11~ c:tbout the c1e<>.ri!1p nf lPnc. 

:nut the sort of thinp-s tl,at are ave1.ilahle beccmse I <'ITT' sure that 

hon. T!'etn~ers •/ ho li,_re :tn the rural c'!istricts, e1.nr even St. John's, 

I guess, loiou]~ ccT"e under this one that peopJe in Tl1a.nv instances jnst 

c1o not kT'If'~·J ~·-hat is a..vai.l:=!ble -l;ro~ f.OvernT"ent. It is ~il!-. e all of ns •-rhen 

~..-re Lerrr the raoio co!"e on anc" so!"'eboc:1y announces a teJ ephone 

null'1~ er, noho<'y botl1ers to take it do1·m until. vou neeC. i t c.nc1 then 

you go Jnoki!1 g fnl'" it. 

1'-ut that rn.onev is to be utilizec by the resource 

Clepart'!i'ents in an attel"pt to wake the people of this rrovince ~ore 

aware of 1>1hat is Rvaila1:-J.e to ther.. under the ,rarious resource policies 

of each in~ivi0ual nepartment and, ~s I say, I n~tned the resource 

departments anc they ~.;raul~ be the ones involved in it. There T,7ill be 

no expenditure frat:~ the nepartment of Pub1ic Harks in respect to it but on~,r 

in respect to the resource ~epart~ents. I a~ sure that coes not satisfv 

hon. !!'embers but th!'lt is :i_t. 

Ts there a hreak-clo~m on this £rom J.ast vear? 

ne ~i~ not ha•..re ~. t last year. It is <1 neu 

e~pencliture. I t.;rould assu!'1e last year that any pubHc relations 

money ~,rould have been in each d.epartT"ent la.st year but nmv it 

has been put under one subhead and it is now lumped together so 
\ 

I pr.esu~e it is not any longer in any of the individual departments. 

To go back to the previous speech of t~e member for 
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~-fl'. P.Ot'SSEAF: Lewisporte U'r. T.-fui te) , the continuous build up of 

office space_ in St. John~s, and i~ is something that was mentioned 

in resp~ct to St. Jo1!n' s, but there has also been a l:-uild up in 

other areas of t~e Province. 1-:'hat ~.;e woulr! like tn co, oh,riouslv -

anil this year j ,n 1"1'17 han. colleague's district of St. ~'ary's- The 

(' ("'-' T.1 .. apes _ r. '{',. rarter) we are gcing to build a little public buil,;!i.ng 

for it, a verv SL1_a]l one - He ~.rould like at so!'le point in the 

future, ::-nd Fe Pre going tn 'l)e doing it in Happy ~·clley - CoC"se 

Bay, to consolidate the existin~ services. 

Fp in Le~.;isporte as l.rell? 

vp. "POFSSEAT.T: Yes. I"'Jh yes. 

M~.. l'!DE0FT: Hm-r ahout Bai e ·verte? 

But it has to come. I know my hon. friend up there 

leas been screaT"in~ fnr a Hhile i.n S:prinp:i'aJ e, in the Creel'! B;~v 

district. Pe has not got it, ;.,y the 1:-ray. He is not f';Oing to 

s-et j t hut he ~as been sc-real!li.np; a 'I; out it. }3ut '"'e hPve to look 

at the conso]i~ation of n~fice sp~ce 'l)ecause rentals are ~oin~ to a 

?Oi,t nm-:- 1·7here. it is '.rero,r r1iffi.cnJ t tn !"et lv'!-;at j_s rln econo'!"ic 

rate. '/e !T'?.'7 1-,e ahle to 'm:Hc these St"a~ _ 1 er 1--,ujldinp-s ourselves 

?nd central i_ze t'le various ~cver.nrnent a?:encies thc.t exist in 

sr:"a]l coWT!'.unities or that serve a num'ber cf coT"T"unities, vhich •voulc 

certaiP] y 1Nlk.e life easier, :me a lot ea.sier, for t~.1e reople. 

':"he hen. menber also '!T'.entionei' by the Ha.y ab0ut 

a great part of the $D million Hill g:o ~.rithout -r:mblic tencer. 

That is n0t accur;:Jte. But uhat to'il] happen is that tr.e hon. minister 

~,liJ 1 not a~·;ake at three o'clock in the '('!Orni.n~ a.nr-1 sav, '"Yes, go 

aheao <'!no co it. n Certain departmental officials, obviously, if you have 

a 'boiler break at I":xon House or a hospital or snrne e!T'erg:ency that 

officia] S of the cepartT"ent CPT". authorize the r;ork to be flone 

j:rrec1iate1y in that instance. 

at this point in tire rear1v to give the firures out hecanse t1•ev have 

not become policy, Fe are C'.eveloping: a. po11.cv nm,T on tl:at throug~ 

the line of the c:lepart!l'ent, on up through the line. There Fil1 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: minimum or maximum amounts which any individual 

can authorize up to the minister. And I can assure hon. members 

that I do not gain any great deal of pleasure of standing up here 

and talking about the Auditor General's Report and there is an 

old saying that I appreciate very much, "It ain't the mistakes 

you make, it is the ones that you repeat that kill you." And 

the hon. member and the hon. minister is not going to be sitting 

up here next year defending the same thing. And I say to the 

hon. members of the House that the procedures are being 

initiated. Now that is very vague. We are trying to control 

the things that the Auditor General indicated were not controlled 

before. ~~ere we tried to save on purchase and work orders by 

using one instead of two~we are going to spend the money ani 

buy the work order . and not use the purchase order. It was merely 

an attempt to save money with forms. But we are going to print 

new forms,and as a matter of fact the new forms will ce very akin 

to the federal one,which is something that the new deputy minister-

and the contract will appear on the back of it, the terms and conditions 

of the work, 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: and it will be authorized in certain amounts 

by certain individuals,depending on their rank in the hierarchy, 

until the point where senior officials will have to get involved 

in it.But as I say,the work that will be given out without tender 

will be work that is of a pressing and urgent need that we cannot 

·wait to determine what the specifications are for. The rest of 

the work will be done on public tender. There was a job done 

the other day at the Come By Chance Hospital and it was done on 

public tender, It will take us more time and it will cost this 

Province one hell of a lot of money because I cannot do it in 

my department with the people I have down there~because now I 

am going to need planning and technical people to make up; the 

specifications for me. In the long-term 'tve may save money 

by not having to do things· because we know it .But it is going 

to cost more bodies and I think government, after the Auditor 

General's report,are cognizant of it. 

I am very happy with the Auditor General's report because 

if it does nothing else than to convince my hon.colleagues and 

government and Treasury Board the Department of Public Works and 

Services is not just a little minor department put down there 

with a few people to keep it ongoing-If you do not have the 

people then you are going to loose the controls that you should 

have and we have every indication that we will get these. But 

I am going to need people to do up the plans and specifications 

for these jobs, tenders will be called, lump-sum tenders will 

be called • We are going to try,as I suggested in very vague 

terms , we are going to try service contracts. For examole .• 

we will ask for proposals from people from Confederation Building 

for all the mechanical work,and everybody will bid 

on it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order,please! The hon.minister's time has 

elapsed. The hon.member for Eagle River. 
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MR. STRACHAN: I concede to my colleague from Lewisporte who want~ 

to continue -in the same vein.I want to get into a different topic 

altogether. 

MR. WHITE: Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to bring up a couple 

of more points,some of them are relative to what we were discussing 

earlier but some are not relative to what· .we were discussing earlier. 

You know}for instanceithe minister did not give us an explanation~ 

and I do not like belabouring this point~but I think we should 

have an explanation of why one particular civil servant gets an 

increase of thirty per cent. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: You know,twenty minutes is not giving me time 

to answers all the questions. 

MR. WHITE: Okay.~ell that is fine as long as we are going to 

get that answer. That is fine. And Mr. Chairman, the minister ~Y'as 

vague,and I know it is embarrassing to him, of course it is 

embarrassing to him,the fact that some companies got so much 

government work last year, companies that are known members of 

the party that the minister stands for.-~e know it is embarrassing 

but this is the time when we are discussing the minister's 

estimates, and we are discussing how money has been spent during the 

past year and years,and we are discussing how money is going t~ 

be spent in the future. And the minister tells us that new 

programmes are going to be brought in and the minister tells us 

that new guidelines are going to be brought in,but surely since 

the Auditor General's report came out earlier this year, in January 

or February or around that period of time,that some action could 

have been taken so that now while the estimates of the Department 

of Public Works and Services are being debated the minister could 

stand up and say, "It is never going to happen again because this 

is the way it is going to be,and here is what is laid down,and 

here is the policy;'and lay it out 
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MR. WHITE: We are told now in the estimates that guidelines 

are going to be brought in~but what assurance do we have? There 

has been no policy, t~ere has been no new legislation introduced 

with respect to that,and we would like to know what that is 

going to be, Mr. Chairman,and ~.te would like to know it now 

during the estimates o.f the Department of Public Works being 

discussed in the House. And I cannot emphasize, Mr. Chairman, 

how much that we have waited for the estimates of the Department 

of Public Works and Services to come up.Knowing the reputation 

of the minister who is in that department now,and knowing the 

wa~ : that he has run departments,we have always considered him to 

be a gentleman, we have always considered nim to be not even 

suspected of being anything but a gentleman, Mr. Chairman, and 

a very honourable person. And we still hold that opinion of 

the minister,but we would like to have some assurance, Mr. Chairman, 

some assurance that this kinH of activity is going to stop and 

stop right now. 

And I talked about, !1r. Chairman, earlier in this debate 

the monies that went out last year, the monies that were spent 

by the government, the monies that were allocated to the various 

companies. I mentioned them-A.B. Walsh, Noel's Electrical, 

Noel's }~chanical Limited,two of them getting over $1 million, 

Mr. Chairman, and one of them getting over $500,000 from the 

government without public tender and one of those gentleman 

admitting publically that he was a PC. One of them, said 

pub lically, "I make no bones about it'; he said. "I am a PC ·, I 

always have been; I support the government~' And on the other 

hand he is getting over $1 million worth of business from the 

government without public tender. 

Now all we are asking for are a few answers, that is all we 

are asking for, a few answers, Mr. Chairman, with respect 
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Mr. White. 

ro ffiat particular matter. And we would like for the minister 

to be a little more specific when the time comes. If his officials 

got any policy, let them bring them up because we have got all night 

to discuss this, and we got more time tomorrow morning to discuss it, 

and we are going to keep belabouring this point because we want more 

specific information on how this kind of a thing is going to be avoided 

again. The minister said that he did not want to get up in the House 

next year and defend Public Works and Services against the Auditor 

General. Well, let him tell us how he is going to avoid it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are a couple of 

more items that I want to mention with respect to - parochial, as the 

Minister of Transportation and Communications calls them. So be they. 

But before I get on to that, Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to come back to 

one thing that the minister said. He talked about getting additional 

space and so on because he had to put things on public tender. I hope 

that the minister is not saying to us that it is going to be cheaper 

if some official in his department can phone up A. B. Walsh and say, 

11 Come and do this job~' That is going to be cheaper than putting it on 

public tender? I mean I hope I did not hear the minister say. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, I did not say that. 

MR. WHITE: He talked about, you know, he was not sure 

that the people of Newfoundland were going to be saved any money 

by putting things on public tender. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Initially, I am sayingin1tially. 

MR. WHITE: Oh, initially. But , you know, we are 

talking about the Province for hundreds of years to come. 

:HR. ROUSSEAU: I said in the long run,when this thing is in 

place, there would be savings. 

MR. WHITE: Right. Well, hopefully, when this new 

policy that the minister is going to show us tonight and outline tonight 

or tomorrow morning, when this new policy for giving out government work 

comes before the House, then we can stand up and say ,11 A job well done 1" 
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MR. WHITE: 

and go on with whatever we are involved in at the time. 

Mr. Chairman, we would also like to know 

from the minister how public tenders are called by the government, 

whether or not they are all-called by his department, whether or not 

they are called by each department of the government. Because 

recently, Mr. Chairman, I had occasion to wonder what was delaying 

the calling of tenders for something that I had a personal interest 

in and that was the tourist chalet at Notre Dame Junction and the 

one that is going at the Argentia access. The Minister of Tourism 

held a news conference about two months ago and he outlined- models, 

two models of the chalets that were going to be built in this Province. 

Everything was ready to go, everything, no problem. I went over after 

and I said to the minister, Good, lovely, nice job. Can I have 

a model to take to Lewisporte and show to my constituents, and you 

can put your name on it if you want. And he said, Sure, come and get 

a model and so on. I have not gotten it yet, but I a~ going to and 

take it out and put it on display in Lewisporte, because it is a nice 

model. And I went in the Government Common Room- and I am not saying 

anything, Mr. Chairman, I am not saying anything or disclosing any 

private things that went on - but we sat there, myself and the Minister 

of Tourism and the Premier, the three of us sat there, and we looked 

at it and we discussed it and so on and I said,"You know, Mr. Minister, 

when can you call public tenders?" And he said,"Well, soon. We will 

get:the material down to Public Works right away, and we will have 

tenders called as quickly as possible." And I can remember the Premier 

saying to the minister,"Well, you know, are we going to have this 

thing constructed and ready for the Summer?" And he said, "Well, sure 

we should." And I can remember the Premier saying, "Well, get on the 

go now, let us get the tenders called on this so that the beautiful 

chalet will be in place in time for the tourist season this year." And 

here it is, Mr. Chairman, almost the first of June, and tenders are still 
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Mr. White. 

not called for those two buildings. The money has been around 

-
for a long time, the plans have been around for a long time, and 

I asked questions in the House a couple of days ago to the Minister of 

Tourism and to the Minister of Public Works and Services and I get 

sort of vague answers from both • The Minister of Public Works 

and Services does not really know what is going on with respect 

to that,and the Minister of Tourism does not know either. So let us 

find out how public tenders are called by the administration. You know, 

does Public Works and Services call tenders for everything that goes 

on or do they just call tenders for rental space and that kind of 

thing, and then Transportation and Communications call their own and 

Fisheries call their own and Mines and Energy call their own? You know, 

is that the way it is done,or is there any laid down policy for 

calling tenders for the expenditure of government money in this 

Province? Because if there is not, Mr. Chairman, then there should be. 

Mr. Chairman, I wanted to bring up one other 

matter,and I do not want to slight any civil servants or anything 

else when I say this, but I would like for the minister to let us 

know about security within this building that we are working in and 

operating in. I have occasion to come back here, Mr. Chairman, on 

many, many nights, many nights and do my constituency work, because 

I cannot get it done while the House of Assembly is open, and I say to 

you, }rr. Chairman, that there are lots of offices around this building 

that I could stroll into, that I could stroll into ten or eleven o'clock 

at night. I am telling . you, Mr. Chairman, I have seen offices open 

with ministers~ names on them, open right up, and I could walk in and 

sit down by myself, not another soul around. Mr. Chairman, that is bad, 

I do not want to, as I said, slight any public servant or condemn any 

public servant or condemn the security in this building, but I think the 
I 

minister should know what is going on in the building. He should take a 

look at what is going on in the building. He talked about security earlier, 
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MR. F. WHITE: and I can tell him it is pretty slack, 

in my opinion. I have gone down on the fifth floor and,as the minister 

knows, right across from the Opposition offices the Minister of Fisheries 

has an office and the Minister of Tourism has an office, and I can tell 

each hon. gentleman exactly what is in their offices in respect 

of what I can see when I walk up the corridor, because I have not been 

in either one of the offices. But I know what kind of furniture is in 

the office and the desk and everything because the door has been open. 

And I can just walk along and see as I go by. I do not have to deliberately 

look, but I can walk by and see, and it has happened a good many times. 

And I would like to know, Mr. Chairman, when the last time the administration. 

the Minister of Public Works and Services,had the 'phones cllecked in this 
I 

building for possible bugging. I do not know. The Minister of Transportation 

and Communications was complaining the other day. I have heard other people 

complain. You can pick up the 'phone almost anywhere and you can hear the 

House of Assembly on the telephone system. You can hear it. You can hear 

it down in our offices, you can hear it out here in the Opposition common 

room. And the Minister of Transportation and Communications referred the 

other day to hearing the House of Assembly and wanted his 'phone checked out. 

Let us check out the 'phones in this building and see what is going on, 

Hm" long since the 'phones have been checked out in this building? Has 

anybody tampered with them? After all, it is the seat of government for 

this Province and there are people who would like to know what is going on 

within the seat of government in this Province, and it has been known -

it has been known, Mr. Chairman, for 'phones to be bugged. It has been 

known for 'phones to be tapped for criminal reasons. I am not suggesting 

anything like that is going on, Mr. Chairman, but I say it is time we had 

a look-see about what is going on and find out what is happening. 

Mr. Chairman, I also want to mention my 

district a bit, because I think it is time that somebody from the 

Department of Public Works and Services took a look at the facilities that 

some civil servants have to operate out of in areas outside of St. John's. 

And I can tell the }tinister of Public Works and Services that the space 
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MR. F. WHITE: he is renting in Lewisporte - and I do 

not know whose fault this is, whether or not it is the proprietor's 

fault or whether or not it is the department that rents the offices 

or whether or not it is Public Works and Services, but it is an old 

building. And it is appalling to walk into that building. It is the 

Social Services offices in Lewisporte and it is appalling, Mr. Chairman. 

A construction shack would not look as bad. 

MR. PECKFORD: Where are they now, by the way? 

MR. F. WHITE: They are in the building where Notre 

Dame Fisheries are, you know, up on Beaumont Street. 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. F. WHITE: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. F. WHITE: 

Oh, Beaumont Street. 

Yes 

Beaumont Street? 

Yes. I think it - no. Yes, it is 

Beaumont. Yes, it is just up the street - up Beaumont. You know where 

Noble's Grocery is on the corner -

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. F. WHITE: 

street - yes. 

MR. PECKFORD: 

or what? 

MR. F. WHITE: 

Noble's Grocery - yes. 

Well, it is right up on top of that 

Did somebody build a building up there 

No, it is an old building. It has been 

in Lewisporte for years and years and years. 

MR. PECKFORD: It must have been moved up there. I lived 

on Beaumont Street. 

MR. F. WHITE: Yes. No; boy, it is there, you know. 

I think it is Beaumont - I am not - yes, I am almost sure it is Beaumont 

- yes, yes. It is -but Notre Dame Fisheries are in there and the public 

health nurse is in there and so on, you know. But the Social Services 

office is the office that I am talking about in Lewisporte and I am not 

saying anything about the Social Services people in Lewisporte because 

I go visit them just about every time I am out there. And we have discussed 

it ourselves, among ourselves privately. It is appalling, Mr. Chairman • 
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MR. F. WHITE: I have walked into that office when it 

looked like, as I said a moment ago, a construction shack - old clothes 

thrown around the floor and the offices dirty and filthy, and paint off 

the walls and everything else. It is absolutely scandalous for a public 

office in this Province to look like that. Now I do not know if it looks 

like that anywhere else in Newfoundland because I have not had occasion 

to go into Social Services offices anywhere else in Newfoundland, but 

it is time that the Social Services people in Lewisporte were given a 

new place to operate out of or -

MR. PECKFORD: Eight years ago they used to operate 

behind the railway station -

MR. F. WHITE: Yes. No. 

MR. PECKFORD: That area there. 

MR. F. WHITE: Yes, right. Now they have moved down 

now to Beaumont Street. 

MR. PECKFORD : And that was nice there. 

MR. STRACHAN: Do not let him distract you. 

MR. F. WHITE: I know who owns the building. No, no -

I know -

MR. PECKFORD: No, I am not trying to distract him. 

MR. F. WHITE: I think it is the Kelly Building there. 

I know the hon. gentleman lived in Lewisporte for a long time -

MR. PECKFORD: I know all about Lewisparte. 

MR.~ F. WHITE: - and he knows the area pretty well, you know, 

and his father- the hon. gentleman's father was the chief welfare officer 

out there for years and years and years. 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. F. WHITE: 

MR.. PECKFORD: 

by the Welfare Department -

MR.. F. WHITE : 

MR. PECKFORD: 

That is right. 

So I guess he is -

Offices in the building that was then used 

Right. 

The Social Service Department was in real 

good shape and was kept in good shape. 
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MR. F. WHITE: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

good shape I do not know. 

MR. F. WHITE: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

such a downward -

MR. F. WHITE: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. F. WHITE: 

Tape 3339 EC - 4 

Yes, well I am telling you -

But whose fault that it was kept in 

But now it is moved. 

It is surprising to me that it has taken 

Yes. Now it is moved -

- the quality of the -

You know, it is just ridiculous. I mean 

I would not operate an office there and that is it - period, you know. 

MR. PECKFORD: Right, it :is madness. 

MR. F. WHITE: Now there has been some discussion lately -

and I am sure the Minister of Public Works is aware of this. I know the 

Minister of Justice is· - because the Steele Commission Report a couple of years 

ago recommended that either a magistrate be stationed in Lewisnorte or that two 

magistrates be stationed in Gander. But if two magistrates were stationed 

in Gander then a magistrate's office should be located in Lewisporte. Now 

we do not have a magistrate's office in Lewisporte, and the magistrate comes 

out from Grand F~lls,or Gander- Pardon me. The magistrate comes out from 

Grand Falls and he has got to operate out of the Orange Hall in Lewisporte. 

MR. PECKFORD: Still operating out of -

MR. F. WHITE: - still operating out of the Orange Hall in 

Lewisporte. Now, Mr. Chairman, Lewisporte is a very mdem'lgrowing town. 

It has a lot of industries and it has a great economy, but I am telling you 

that in recent years a lot of new buildings have been built in Lewisporte, 

a lot of new facilities have been installed in Lewisporte, but the 
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MR. WHITE: provincial government offices in Lewisporte are the 

worst out there.: It is despicable. And I have gone to the Department 

of Public Works about this, I have gone to the Deputy Minister -

not the present Deputy Minister,the one before that,the acting 

Deputy Minister about-this because there have been two or three 

groups in Lewisporte who were interested in putting up a public 

building. Now all they are interested in is for the Department 

of Public Works and Services to say~We need this much space in 

Lewisporte; we are prepared to pay this much money for the space in 

Lewisporte," and they will build the building and put it up. 

Now this is what several groups in Lewisporte are saying to me 

and I have communicated the same thing to the Department of 

Public Works and Services. 

Right now,for instance - and I do not know if it is already 

started, but if it has it should be looked into- it was finally 

agreed by the Department of Justice to put a magistrate's office 

in Lewisporte. They are going to put an office, the 

decision made as the Steele Commission recommended • We wanted a 

magistrate and we are still fighting for a magistrate; we may 

get a magistrate eventually but we are satisfied now because they 

are going to put an office there. So they are going to renovate 

a room in one of the old schools in Lewisporte. now I would say 

that is going from bad to worse. They are going to put a modern~ 

nice new court room for the magistrate in an old school. 

MR. PECKFORD: Which one? 

MR. WRITE: The lower one. You know 9the one behind the Salvation 

Army that they have been thinking about tearing down.but now they 

are going to put the magistrates office in it. So, ~~r. Chairman, 

that is something else that I would like for the minister to look 

into because I would say that it would not cost the government 

another ~ollar more, not a dollar more 9 to have modern new office 

space in Lewisporte,because I suggest that a local company or 

local companies,if they were given the opportunity, Mr. Chairman, 
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MR. WHITE: if they were given the opportunity to tender on 

office space for the government in Lewisporte it would not cost 

them a single dollar more than what they are paying now per 

square foot. I do not think it would cost them another dollar 

more than what they are paying now,so I would like for the 

minister to have a look at that and see if he cannot come up 

with some way to think about the possibility of putting a 

public building in Lewisporte because it is not goi~g to cost 

the taxpayers any more money than it is costing the taxpayers 

now. All it is going to do is give the people who work for the 

government in Lewisporte a little bit of pride that they can 

work in-- you know,a little bit of pride, so what? So they got 

people who are receiving social services or welfare money or 

whatever you want to call it,but they should not have to be 

going into offices in that condition. It is not the staff~ They 

have done the best they can and I do not know what agreement they 

got with the proprietor but I suggest that it be checked out 

and that it be looked into. 

And, Mr. Chairman, I also suggest-and this is a personal 

thing and I am going to get accused of it again but I am going 

to say it anyway-that eventually there has to-be an office for 

the MBA in his district. If he is living in his district and 

he needs an office to operate out of there has to be an office 

in the district for the MHA. 

SOHE RON MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. WHITE: Nm-1 I tell you, Mr. Chairman, I operated last 

year out of an office in Lewisporte that was almost as bad as 

the Social Services office. I had a bedroom in my house on top 

of the drugstore where I had an office,and my constituents 

would come in while my wife was cooking dinner and walk in the 

hall and into my office and that was going on all day long, 

all day long. Now I just bought a house in Lewisporte, I have 

no room for an office, I use my kitchen as an office and I am 
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MR. WHITE: making plans at the moment, Mr. Chairman, to build 

on a place at the back of my house that I just bought to have 

an office in. 

Now I wrote the Premier some time ago - I have to give credit 

where credit is due- I wrote the Premier some time ago, because he 

was not in the House when I talked about this before, so I wrote 

the Premier outlining how I felt about this particular matter 

and enclosed the remarks that I had made in the Legislature,and 

I had a letter back from the Premier a short while after that 

saying he is going to give it some consideration, discuss it with 

some people on his own side,and see what they can come up with. 

1-lell~I hope that he comes up with office space for 

members because, Mr. Chairman, it is the members on this side 

who are being discriminated against the most because we decide 

we want to live in our districts. If I ~-Tant to be elected in 

Lewisporte and come to St. John's to live,they will give me an 

office. But if I want to be elected in Lewisporte and live in 

Lewisporte where I can serve the people best,and spend three weeks 

going through my district and come into St. John's for a ~veek to 

do the work,well why can I not have an office for to operate out 

of? That is all I am asking for; that is not very much,! mean, 

call it the MHA's office and put a sign up saying MHA's office 

and if they ever see a Liberal sticker on it then boot me out of 

it - you know,boot me out of it if they ever see a Liberal sticker 

there. Andwhen the election is called I move out and I get my 

own campaign headquarters somewhere else in Lewisporte and I rent 

it and pay for it. And then when I am re-elected or another member 

is elected he goes into that office and he takes over and if he 

wants to he can have my files,or she,when the time comes. And I 

think as well that there should be a secretary in that office as 

well. 

There are a lot of people, Mr. Chairman, who are not used to 

making long distant phone calls. 

~fR. DINN: The MP's that are -
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MR. WHITE: The M.P.'s, yes,that is right, And I have files 

here from every other province in Canada and they got office 

space in their districts in every single province if they want 

it. It is given out as a vote and they can do as they will,but 

I am saying to you that there are a lot of people in my district, 

I have my telephone numbers in St. John's and in my district 

listed under the exchange in every community in my district,and 

I can tell you what that although people know my number, I have 

sent it out to them by mailer, there are still people in my district 

who do not want to talk to me by telephone. And when I go out on 

the weekend sometimes they do not want to come to my house,but 

they want to see me and they stop me going up the road and get 

aboard the car and we have a little chat and that is how you do 

business,and you are elected by the people~ But somebody else 

who comes out and is paid out of government funds and they can 

have a nice swanky office somewhere, not in Le,;visporte because 

there are no swanky offices out there, but they can have an office 

and yet the person, the people of Le~visporte district say. 

'~e want you to represent us for the next four years but you cannot 

have an office. We are going to give you a job but you are not 

going to have an office to operate from, you have got to operate 

out of your house." It is scandalous, Yr. Chairman, anc it should 

be changed and members opposite should change it and change it nmv 

and I do not think there is going to be any detrimental backlash. 

People are not going to get upset because they give me an office. 

I mean, the one thing the people in Lewisporte say, Tories 

and Liberals")is, "Freeman, how come you cannot get an office? How 

come you cannot get an office?" 

You know,the member for Exploits (Dr. Twomey) there 

has an office in his district. I do ~ot know if he uses it,but there 

is. Other members on the other side have offices. 

¥R~ PECKFOF.D: Poes he use it? 
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MR. WHITE: No. I do not know if he uses it. I did not say 

the hon. member used it. There is an office in his district. 

MR.. PECKFORD: (Inaudible) 

MR. WHITE: No,I know he does not. But I am saying the Premier 

has an office there and I am sure that the -

NR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! Order. please! Time is up. 

The bon. Minister of Public Works and Services. 

:MR.. ROUSSEAU : I am falling behind every time a little further. 

Have you got your pencils? Mr. David Butler. 

MR. 

!":R. 

r-:r .• 

STRACHAN: 

FLIGHT: 

S'J'l',ACP.M; :. 

We are doi~ well. 

Have you got your what! 

Pencils. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: Hhat is it? Your straiRht edges they call them 

was it? 1974 it was $17,332.80 -

AN RON. HEMBER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Ac"J HON. MEMBER: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Three hundered and what? 

$332.80, $17,332.80. 

Full point. 

How about if you say compoint? 

On April 1, 1975 the normal Civil Service increase 

brought the salary to $19,617.00 and may be some change, all I have 

here is dots I do not know if there is change with it, 

$19,617. All I am saying, I do not know what the hon. member 

is reading but my Director of Administration tells.me this is the 

amount. There is some difference between that and this, okay? These 

are the actual salaries. That was made up of the normal Civil 

Service increase from $17,000 to $19,000, on April 1, 1975. On 

October 1, 1975 again the normal Civil Service increase,$20,598.00, 

and that was the normal increase. In April of 1976 -

MR.~ RIDEOUT: 

}IR.. ROUSSEAU:-

How come we have not got something like that~ 

In April of 1976 the normal eight per cent 

increase, civil servants, April 1976, I presume it is April 1st.,. 

he got an increase of $1,640.00, which was eight per cent and brought 

him to $-.22,245. 

MR. WHITE: Would the minister permit a question? 

-9362 



May 26, 1977 Tape No. 3341 NM- 3 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

MR. WHITE: Could the minister find out, Mr. Chai~n •. -find out 
I 

why in last year's salary details,l976-77,that we are given and 

the people of this Province are given the gentleman's salary in 

question as $17,332;and in this year's salary estimates,in one 

year, which I have here, this is this year's, you know, and this 

is last year's,and in last year's it wast $17,000 and this 

year it is $22,000, that is thirty per cent. Have we got to 

go through every single - I ask you, Mr. Chairman, I ask the 

minister, have we got to go through every single salary estimate 

so that the minister can point out that they are wrong or right? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: There are some salaries in all the departments 

I presume, some who,when the thin~s are printed up that raises 

are given that are not accurate. I have just given the hon. 

member the accurate salaries during that -period of time for 

Hr. Butler. Now do you have them? 

AN HON. ~NBER: It is against the law. It is against the law. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, no. It is eight per cent. 

MR.. V.1JIITE: Thirty per cent in t'tvel ve months. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It is eight per cent. You know I do not go 

down with a straight edge and figure out a salary, somebody with 

a financial - so I would presume these people are 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 

staying within the salary guidelines by AlB because we are party 

as a Province to the AIB. 

MR. l.JHITE: Thirty per cent . 
MR. ROUSSEAU: Pardon? 

J-fR. V."!UTE: Thirty per cent in one year. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It is not 30 per cent. You know, it might be 

30 per cent from the calculation the hon. m~mber did, and rightfully 

so, 

MR. WRITE:: But according to government information. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. But those are the figures, and I throw 

that away into the shredder, If you ask me I will have to go and look 

for it again. 

Security - I might mention today was a very, very 

peculiar day because my colleagues were not even aware of this,except 

for my colleague the Minister of Justice,that I have had a private 

detecthTe- not a Private detective, an investigator for the past 

number of weeks skirting in and out of this building at odd 'hours, 

AN HON. MEMBER: Good. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: - on weekends - I can say it now because the 

report is in and the investigation is over. On weekends, in the 

evenings, so on and so forth,the report is now being received, nobody 

has it. I am the only one who has one, the only copy so far because 

we just received it today that is why. And I would agree with the 

hon. member that security is a problem, and from the report I have 

I can assure the hon. member that it is the problem the han. member 

suggests it is. 

MR. F. WHITE: Are you going to table the report? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No,it is an internal document. What it does is 

it indicates that there is a problem of security in the building. Now 

we are looking, and I speak again in vague generalities,of introducing 

as the federal civil servant has the little card that people will have 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

to use when they come in the building. 

MR. lVIIITE: The Crown corporations got it. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. So we are going to have to do something 

like that, because anybody can come in, and, you know, with 27,000 

civil servants. After hours nobody should come in this building 

except anybody who works in the building or if anybody else is 

there he should be with somebody who works in the building. 

So we are certainly going to give that some study -

MR. G. FLIGHT: Would the minister permit a question, please? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hmv is it controlled? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: They sign in, but, you know, the security guards 

do not knol>r everybody in the building. They cannot know everybody in 

the building. 

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

Would the minister permit one question? 

Sure. 

Did his Cabinet colleagues,where they aware that 

this search was going on, that there was a private detective? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No. 

MR. FLIGHT: No. So in other words there may have been some 

private detective may have been in to the Hinister of Transportation's 

Office and he is not aware of it, is that right? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

No, no, -no. 

No, no. 

Oh, oh! 

No,not in the office, But what the gentleman 

was trying to do is to find out how many doors were locked or how 

many offices 

is all. 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. WHITE: 

you get into, to test the security of the building that 

Yes. 

And the gentleman did it, -

Congratulations. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: - you know, And the gentleman was in one minister's 

office,as a matter of fact,and he proceeded from the building down to 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

tell the minister that he was in the office. You know, the man 

is a reputable man. 

0 

AN ° HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

It was the first I heard of it until today. 

And none of the men, you know, it had to 

be done that way because they wanted to get it under normal circumstances~ 

we ~arted to find out if doors were locked or if doors were not locked. 

or who can get in where. 

The problem in the building, is a~ for the House 

of Assembly comes up to the Tenth Floor or the Ninth Floor, good, 

but after going down you can sto~ it on the floor and nobody can 

stop, nobody knows where anybody is. So obviously procedures have 

to be worked out. I do not have the procedures of the ?Olicy here 

tonight. 

MR. WHITE: Cleaners should be identified too. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: He know that there has to be tightening. 

MR. WHITE: You do not knm>t if they are cleaners or civil 

servants, you know. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

the hon. -

MR. SIMMONS: 

HR. ROUSSEAU: 

The phone system was checked concurrently with 

Concurrently something else was detected. 

The hon. Minister of Transportation and Communications 

mentioned the other day, I also had a check on the telephone system two 

weeks ago, a week and a half ago about the same time. The system 

is one that is being corrected, that the speakers in the House of 

Assembly go through the telephone system. 

MR. 1i7HITE: 

!1R. ROUSSEAU: 

MR. WHITE: 

source? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

they do, yes. 

MR. WHITE: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Do you have to check for bugs? 

Yes. But it is, you know-

How do you do that,by the way? Do you check one 

Through the telephone system, the Telephone Company 

The exchange. 

The question of who called - oh, you know, the 

hon. member puts me on a spot and says, you know, Will I table it? 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Yes, if you want it tabled. It is a draft copy. It is not very 

much right now; it is_what we are working on in respect to project 

approvals which is what - I will table it for him. Now I am not 

saying that -

SOME RON. MEMBRS : Oh, oh! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: there may not be changes in that. That is the 

basic now, and it is still a draft. There may be some minor changes 

in it, but I am certainly prepared to table this document which will 

in effect in future, and I am sure the hon. member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir 

will be very interested in it, it is a procedure which in future 

will more specifically relate to the member what I said about certain 

members, certain departmental officials being able to authorize so 

much,and how they are to be -

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: - governed. I only have one copy by the way, 

so -

MR. SIMMONS: Would the minister permit a question? 

HR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 

MR. SIMMONS: I ~vas out of the House when he gave his response 

about vouchers, and the shredding of information. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Right. 

MR. SIMMONS: - I did hear what he said. Would he just 

clarify for the Committee, and for me what he said ? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The shredding, you mean, the vouchers~ 

MR. SIMMONS: Did I understand him to say that vouchers, that 

the paid vouchers are on record for four or five years after that? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. Okay. Yes, yes. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: Could I get somebody to table this, 

Mr. Chairman, if I could? 

MR. SIMMONS: The Clerk is coming behind you there, 

MR. ROUSSEAU: He is coming. 

That is the only copy so if you want to get -

What I said, six months, yes, the Department 

of Finance. Okay. The rest of the departments .the Department of 

Public Works,no. We have voUchers; departmental vouchers from 
- - - - --- - -

1970-1971 through now, micro-film before 1970-1971. The vouchers that 

the Auditor General is searching for are indeed, according to my 

officials, in the hands of the Auditor General. The vouchers for the 

Purchasing Department, which we keep as well, are two years, the past 

two years, we still have them. I am told - and I cannot vouch for what 

the Department of Finance does - that it is only the Department of 

Finance who has the six month suggestion that the hon. member refers 

to. 

MR. SIMMONS: Would the minister just permit an 

interjection, because he and I gave two lots of information. They 

appear to be in contradiction. Actually, if you will just give me 

a minute, I can clarify. The Department of Finance, I understand, 

receives the original of all invoices from all departments of government 

as the paying department. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: And we have copies. 

MR. SIMMONS: It is only that original and not the minister's 

copy, departmental copy, which has on it the approval, the accountant's 

approval and the cheque number and so on. So if you are looking for 

a complete,approved invoice the only place you will find it is either 

in the original,which rests in Finance until such time as the Public 

Accounts are drawn which is usually about seven months after the fiscal year, 

at which time they are shredded. And when his officials tell him 

that Finance shreds, it shreds the invoices of all departments, the 

- ~ -~~- .... -
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Mr. Silllmons • 

originals of all departments. And what he has in his department 

for four or five years are duplicated into third or fourth copies 

which may not be readable, but more important do not have on them 

the approvals for payments, and you cannot tell from looking at that 

copy whether the expense was ever authorized or not, and that was 

my point earlier. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Okay. 

Well, look, I accept that, and there are 

gentlemen who are listening to my voice who obviously will check if 

they cannot give me an answer for that; and if that is indeed the case, 

we will check that out, because that does happen where a pencil is not 

pushed hard enough to put it down through her typewriter • That will 

certainly be checked out. If I do not have an answer, somebody will come 

to the door for it. 

By the way1 just to revert for a minute, ID 

cards have started to be issued. They are issued now to travelling 

civil servants, police, firemen, inspectors, welfare officers and so on 

and so forth, and it will probably be done on a much larger capacity. 

~.Jho calls tenders? He call tenders in almost 

all instances. The Highways call their highway tenders, but for 

equipment or for the purchasing, the request is made from the department 

to the Department of Public Works. The Government Purchasing Agency, 

which is the offical Purchasing Agency of the government, the tenders 

are called over the head of the Government Purchasing Agency, but when 

the tender is received, it is returned to the department. For example, 

if my colleague, the hon. Minister of Transportation and Communications, 

orders a backhoe , the tender, when it is received, is given -

and it is a p~blic opening,by the way,at the time - it is given back 

to the department to ensure that their technical people will ensure 

that it will meet the specifications, And the lort7est tender meeting 

the specifications must be given or else again it has to be tabled 

in the House of Assembly. We do the tendering for the capital 

projects in very many departments. For example, my colleague, the 

hon. Minister of Justice, who is able to . pry millions and millions 
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and millions and millions of dollars out of his colleagues; this 

year for capital improvements to the justice system in the Province, 

all the tendering will be done through the Department of Public 

1-Jorks. Normally · ·there is a liaision. My seatmate and colleague, 

the Minister of Education and I will probably be very actively 

involved in the Polytec~ and other ones~depending. So we normally 

do that although the money is not necessarily voted in our department. 

MR. WHITE: Is there a policy? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: It is voted. 

MR. WHITE: Is there a definite policy? 

HR. ROUSSEAU: In what? 

MR. WHITE: Is there a definite policy in respect 

of the calling of tenders? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes! 

MR. WHITE: I was sort of given the impression that 

maybe Tourism ~.rould call the tender for the chalet or maybe 

Public 'i.olorks would call the tender -

HR. ROUSSEAU: No, no~ 

MR. WHITE: - but nobody seems to know. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, the Minister of Tourism and I have 

discussed that. Any tender that goes out from the DepartmP.nt of 

Public Works goes out over the Department of Works' head. So it 

will be done through the Department of Public Works. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Water and seweraget 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Not water and sewerage systems, ;hat is the minister'3. 

Water "and sewerage-Bystemsor-highways and so on, but capital projects 

in the other departments.- normally highways -·but we do the purchasing 

for :Ughways and the purchasing for Hunicipal Affairs. The contracts 

are called by these departments themselves, a service department. And 

for all the other departments the capital projects, ·for departments 

that do not have the staff,we will 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: do the capital work, call the tender and supervise 

the job and so on and so forth. You know,as long as the ~on. members unde~stand 

I am trying to give the answers to the questions they ask and I am 

getting behind every time. I am trying to be -

~1R. LUSH: Since the hon. member mentioned tendering, are there 

different methods for calling public tenders, you know. For example~ 

what is a public tender, does a minister consider a public tender -
I 

the only source of a public tender is published through the papers, 

this sort of thing, or are there other public tenders? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Chairman, for the edification and information 

of the hon. member I happen to have a booklet. I hope,like the last 

one when I gave the only co~y I had of the rental accommodations 

and everything else. I will table this. As a matter of fact 

it is available to anyb9dy._ It gives the whole 

AN HON. ME}IBER: Yes. Yes. And it gives the whole - Do you want 

a copy? 

HR. LUSH: Tender? not public. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: No~tenders are public. You know,the hon. member 

must.remember that the hon. Minister of Public Works is the gentleman 

who is responsible for all the tendering in the government in the sense 

that if any department of government or his own department gives any 

but the low tender = I am sorry., the lowest tender meeting the 

specifications, I have to table it on the House of Assembly table within 

fifteen days after the House opens or fifteen days if the House is 

open. But the tendering is done openly and publicly,you know,at all 

times. Now there may be instances where,for example,at the Health 

Sciences Complex where highly technical user equipment is needed that 

maybe two or three companies only might make them. Well instead 

of wasting the money to put an ad across a number of papers 

these two or three companies would be invited to submit their tender 

proposal9 by private letter. And anybody,by the way,can get a copy 

of any tender by, I think.,sending _in fifty cents or so, just to make sure 

it is not a jovial action~and can have the copy;and anybody who wants to 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: write in and,you know,they want to get to be 

i_!_l_~gi'!>_!e, to be invited to tender they may do so too. All they 

have to do is write the Government Purchasing Agenc~ 

HR. LUSH: But there are instances where tenders are 

not published in the papers. There are instances where that happens • 
. 1 -

MR. ROUSSEAU: Unless I stand to be correctedt unless I see 

somebody coming pulling their hair out of the baek room there, 

not to my knowledge, not to my knowledge. 

MR. Sll!MONS: How much is spent? 

MR. J. WINSOR: There is no charge. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Oh there is no charge. There is no· charge to get -

you know,if you bid on something and you do not get it there is 

no charge to write in and get the other tenders. But to my knowledge, 

no that is not so. 

The han. member for Lewispo~te (Mr. White), I have 

two minutes left, brought up the question of his office facilities 

in Lewisporte and from what he says about the Social Services Office, 

there appears to be a problem. The Magistrates Office, the han. 

member will have to - you know,the Department of Public Harks procures 

space when it is requested by the department. We do not go out and 

hire something and then sayt "wno wants it?" So,you know,if the Minister 

of Justice can be convinced that you want a court room or a court house 

there then that is it.We will rlo it when we are asked by a department. 

But I can assure the han. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White), the gentlemen 

who are in the back ~oom now and are taking notes of what I am saying, 

that by the end of next week, maybe before, but by the end of next 

week somebody from Public Works will be at the Social Services Office 

in Lewfsporte. So I hope my friends in the back there are taking that 

note. 

I guess that is - how much time do I have now? 

~m. CHAI~~: Four minutes. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: How many? 

MR. CHAIR...'1AN: Four minutes. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Oh four minutes, okay. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: No, no, just for mine. 

I think the major point left open now is why the 

same companies,you know. There are a number of.companies as I 

indicated, I gave the list. Now it is a fact of life that 

certain companies of course are larger and can do better work 

or have the manpower or the materials to be called. You know~ 

as I suggested in the statement I made in the House of Assembly 

and as tabled in this House of Assembly, that we will call people 

and if people do not respond we do not call them again. But if a 

boiler blows,which recently did,at three o'clock in the morning 

you cannot start looking around -

~!R. ~1HITE: 

~-IR. ROUSSEAU: 

Not a million dollars worth of boilers thcugh. 

I am talking about individual instances, you know, 

an individual instance is that you just cannot look around and if 

a_person has the - the larger companies have the manpower and have 

the materials in storage and Y-rhen tl:.ey c!o good ~.;ork obviously 

the~· are 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: going to be called back • _)£_~ )~~y ci~es_ -~ot. l::lP 

good work he is not going to be called back nor is the company. 

' MR. WHITE: Before the minister finishes,! just want to bring 

something to his attention. Could he find out - and I do not 

expect the minister to make this public- could he find out about 

pass keys, who has pass keys in the building? Pass keys, keys 

for all the offices. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: Oh.,my God~ I, you know -

MR. WHITE: An interesting exercise. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I know that the Cabinet ministers have them and I would 

assume officials of the Department of Public Works -

Gordon Perfect,the building maintenance supervisor,and other senior 

officials in the De~artment of Public Works. I never see De~uty 

Hinisters come in the front door;the back door is normally open 

and that is where people come in. There is no ~.;ay that if I asked 

Freeman Windsor, ''Have you got a pass key?"and you got one you 

are not going to tell me,so that is a little more than I am afraid 

I can handle. I might be able to get an indication from the 

officials how many are out. If we felt it was a problem or if 

there was a problem associated with it I would have no hesitation 

at all in changing the locks, because the cost ~.;ould be small 

because not that many people should have the keys anyway. 

So I have no indication of that,again it is the first time 

that it has been brought to my attention. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: Time has expired. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I figured that. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: Ron.member for St. John's South. 

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, if I may I would like to revert to 

this question of the differential in the contracts in the public 

area, the differential between the Newfoundland firms and the 

non-Newfoundland firms particularly in matters of, say, engineering 

and construction and so on. Nm-1 I know this has been talked about 
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DR. COLLINS: extensively already in committee but I do not 

apologize for bringing it up again because there are a few points 

I want to ask the minister in this area and I think it is an 

extremely important area. I must say I have always been very 

concerned when I have seen major contracts given out to mainland 

firms when we ' seem to have the ca~ability of doing that work here 

and especially where unemployment is such a big issue here. And 

I just wonder if the minister would just go into it a little bit 

further. 

The way I understand it is this,that if a mainland firm and 

a Newfoundland firm would bid on,say,a construction job in the 

public area~the Newfoundland firm may well get the contract if they 

are no more than ten per cent above the mainland bid. I believe 

that is essentially what the minister said. Now presumably 

that ten per cent is suppose to compensate in some way for the 

Newfoundland firm's difficulty in achieving the same result, 

But I would wonder if that would be so?r think there are several 

factors working against the Newfoundland firm, firstly SSA·, many 

of the non-Newfoundland firms pay lower SSA than we do. I think 

our SSA is the highest in the country,lO per cent,whereas some 

other provinces on which non-Newfoundland firms may pay SSA 

may be down as low as 5 per cent,so there is that nifferential. 

Secondly,transportation costs in terms of materials and so on 1 

this works much greater hardships against a Newfoundland firm 

that the mainland firm. Not in all things in a particular 

contract but certainly in some of them. Thirdly~the productivity 

aspect.now this differential is suppose to compensate.! think 

we have to recognize that Newfoundland productivity is lower 

than on the mainland generally and so that is another element 

int he need to differentiate. And finally - there probably are 

other things,but the final one I can think of anyway is size. 
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BR. COLLINS: Newfoundland firms generally speaking would be 

smaller than the mainland firm and would therefore be able to 

achieve fewer economies in terms of size. 

so·r would wonder whether ten per cent really even touches 

the issue and I would like the minister to comment on whether we 

should not take a different approach,that is that we should not 

give any contract to a non-Newfoundland firm unless it can be 

proven with almost no shadow of a doubt that it would be 

distinctly harmful. And in considering that point I think we 

should take into consideration the fact that the multiplier 

affect,which is sort of scoffed at and has been beaten to 

death in this House and this committee already,but nevertheless 

the multiplier effect is a true aspect of employment.. For every 

Newfoundlander, every Newfoundland firm 
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that works here, two·or three or four or five people benefit 

directly, and there probably are indirect benefits too. So if 

the minister would just comment on that. Another point possibly 

he might like to comment on, too, is in the area of public 

buildings,and I suppose almost naturally I think of hospitals. 1j.!ould 

he comment on whether we are building too elaborate public buildings? 

I think if we look at say a Victorian building now we would say, 

These people must be crazy to spend all their money on these canapes 

and cornices and arches and columns and all that sort of thing. And 

I wonder if -..,e.ople ~vill not look back on our public buildings, say twenty-five 

or fifty years from now and say, These people must have been very 

wasteful in the way they did things in building these large foyers and 

so on and so forth . Now these are not I do not think fanciful comments. 

Again thinking in the hospital area, I think that our Health Sciences 

Complex is outlandishly lavish for a Province of a half million people, 

600,000. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

DR. COLLINS: Now this is not partisan. I think these are 

facts. I think the Carbonear Hospital is, incredibly over-designed, 

over-constructed. It is quite out of keeping with what should be done. 

I had some experience in Britain in earlier years, and they used to 

build - I have just forgotten what they called them now - but they 

were temporary buildings after the war,or during the war actually,for 

hospital services. These were basic - perhaps the hon. member for 

Exploits (Dr. Twomey) or the han. member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) 

may remember what they were called - anyway they were very basically 

built. They did the work perfectly adequately. Mayor surgery was 

carried out in them, long-term care and so on and so forth. But these 

were very minimally built. They were essentially a number of corridors 

with one or at most two storey extensions off these corridors, and they 

had a central service area. And I would suppose the construction costs 

would perhaps work out at something like twenty-five dollars to thirty dollars, 

the equivalent of twenty-five dollars to thirty dollars a square foot as 
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opposed to what we are paying now, perhaps $200 to $250 a square foot, 

and I would think that that is probably a conservative cost. So 

could we not look at the way we build'public buildings and get 

down to basics remembering that Newfoundland is a mouse and it 

should not wear the trappings of an elephant. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The han. member for Eagle River. 

MR.. STRACHAN: Mr. Chairman, continuing on in the field of 

public buildings, I wonder if the minister - and I know this gets 

possibly out of his realm as the Minister of Public Works but maybe 

as the member for the district and so on - I wonder - you have a 

government building in Labrador West and according to many of the 

reports- I will not quote Pete Cochrane's description of it- but 

according to many reports that building is not utilized whatsoever or 

not utilized to the extent that it should be utilized, And I could give 

some very gross examples of what I have been told,that for days and 
I 

days you can go there and there is nobody in the building or just one 

person,and there are offices marked and so on, but the doors are always 

locked and so on,and yet this building cost a fair sum -of money. It is 

supposed to be the presence of government in the West, for instance, 

Labrador West and yet that building is under-utilized, extremely under-

utilized, And it seems to me amazing that when we are concerned about 

the relationship in the Province between the two sections of the 

Province that here we have a building which is under-utilized and which 

could be the focsl point and could be the point to remove this political 

isolation. And possibly this is outside the realm of the minister's 

discussion, because possibly he is only supposed as minister to be 

responsible for the building of it and the maintenance of it and 

what goes on with the various departments who use it are the departments' 

reasons and they have got to justify it. But surely the expenditure of that 

kind of money for this kind of thing, I would like to get some kind of an 
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explanation and if not as the minister then certainly as the mentber 

for the area. And the same kind of thing - because we seem to have 

a complicated arrangement in Labrador. On the coast, for instance, 

we have buildings on the Labrado_r Co~t, and especially the Northern 

part of the coast where I live, and along the Northern part, there are 

public buildings maintained, 
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~1r. Strachan: 

I ~o1ould imagine,outside of the Department of Public ~~orks; they 

are maintained by Labrador Services Division, and yet they are 

government buildings. They represent the government of this 

Province. And I am sure the minister many times in the past, and 

other people travelling there,must be totally and absolutely 

ashamed of these buildings. The building at Nain is rather a new 

one, it is a new store. But if you go into some of these buildings 

the doors are off the hinges, the steps are broken down and dirty, 

you can go in and everything is all over the place. There is a 

real dreadful mess in these buildings. And yet this is~to the people 

there, it represents government. These buildings represent government. 

And these buildings often store food, and I have seen the most 

terrible conditions of food being stored in these public buildings, 

in these government buildings, doors opened, food piled on top of 

each other inside these buildings, nothing maintained. It may 

break down and not be checked and so on, and this may be through 

the Labrador Services Division. It is still - I do not know the 

relationship here, but it is still to me a public building and it is 

a building of government. And I am sure if I could take many of the 

members there opposite, and take them to the Coastal communities, the 

Northern Coastal communities,and show them some of these buildings 

and they would be ashamed to say they were government when they see 

the state of some of these buildings. 

And I feel strongly about it, because it really is 

annoying in many of these communities that the only presence of government 

are these buildings, and they are not being maintained properly. They 

are not kept. They are dirty, filthy, terrible establishments. Many 

times there are naked light bulbs hanging over,various nails and 

so on up in the end, and this is a government building, and this 

represents our feelings of a government. And I am sure the minister in 

the past,if he has been in the past,into some of these buildings must 

have just wondered exactly how these buildings can be maintained. 
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Mr. Strachan: 

To me it is shocking! Somewhere along the line the responsibility 

should be taken by Labrador Services fully, and I know that they 

under their budget do not have the staff or the ability to maintain 

some of these buildings, and I do not know the relationship between 

them and the Department of Public ~\Torks, so I would certainly like 

for the minister to explain this whether he has any jurisdiction over 

these buildings, and over the security of these buildings. I did 

not mention it earlier on, but we work on the basis of inefficiency 

on the Labrador Coast and I would be the last to say that we either 

change it totally to be very efficient or allow it to be as badly 

inefficient as it is, because as it is the ~eople who live there 

rip off the system. And I can guarantee them - and I feed my dogs 

T-Bone steaks, I have a dog team and I feed them T-Bone steaks in 

the Spring of the year because the government buildings have broken 

down, the freezers are broken down, the place is a mess, the food 

stuffs are a mess, all the food is brought out in November by the 

time May comes around it is dreadful, nobody can eat them, they are 

green, I pick them up, and I get them for nothing, and I feed 

my dogs. I must say they are the best fed dogs in this Province on 

government food, kept in a government building. But I do not know the 

relationship between the Labrador Services Division and the minister's 

department. So I would like the minister possibly if he could discuss 

that. 

The other point I would like to make is a point raised 

by the member for Lewisporte (Mr. White), again under Publc Works and 

Services this probably comes, the idea of a constituency office. I 

certainly do not have bad feelings about the member for Naskaupi (Hr. 

Goudie) for instance,who has an office,it is possibly the Premier's 

office, whatever way you want to call it, it is a constituency office. 

Other members have constituency offices; they are called Premier's office, 

but regardless how you want to cloak it, it is a constituency office, 

it has a secretary. I do not have an office. I maintain an office. I 
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?-fr. Strachan: 

pay for the office out of my own money. I pay my wife; I pay her 

because she believes in my paying her, and I pay here out of my own 

pocket for her secretarial services during the Summer and when 

I am gone from here,because it is impossible to live in a district 

and have your correspondence done in here. You cannot send it from 

Nain,for instance,into here, and have it typed up and sent back to 

you for signing and get it out on time, so my wife does all of my 

work for me. And I think it is ridiculous -
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AN HON. MEMBER: The minimum wage£ 

MR. STRACHAN: No, my wife does not want the minimum wage, 

I can tell you that. There is no way about it, you know, and 

I agree totally that if she works I am going to have to ?ay 

her. But the fact is that these constituency offices are 

the only way we can represent totally and absolutely our 

position as a member of Government, a member of the Legislature. 

And people have a very bad idea, a very poor attitude towards us 

because,number one~we are bumming around, we are Writing out of 

a brief case, we are travelling around and bumming lifts and so 

on. I know it has nothing to do with the minister's department, 

but last year for instance my total debt last year was $6,809 

which I paid out of my own pocket to do my duty serving here in the 

Legislature, $6,809. And I have got to go and burn lifts from 

civil servants, not high grade civil servants but normal civil 

servants doing their duty,who can charter planes, who can charter 

helicopters, who can move around and I have got to go and ask them 

if they have got any room; if they have room they will take me, 

if they have no room they will not take me. And I cannot afford to 

charter any planes. I chartered once and it cost me $3,500 

$3,500 for nine days travelling through my district. But to 

get back to the thing,I think if we are going to represent 

government and represent legislature and represent what we are~ 

and if people are going to have any respect for us at all - because 

I can tell you they have no respect for us. They have very little 

respect ' for myself. The only respect I have is the respect I have 

got to keep fighting for all the time as a personal individual 

because I have no official office, I have no secretary, I pay my 

own telephone, although I use my credit card for my calls . the 

telephone is mine. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: One step forward and two steps backwards. 
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MR. STRACHAN: Oh,it is impossible! I have never been in a job 

in which I have been held in such disrespect because I do not have 

anything which identifies me as having any position in this 

Province whatsoever. And I have got no argument with what the member 

for Naskauni (Hr. Goudie) has or other members have and so on, '{ond~rful! 

But I think the system should be equalized ~or all of us, 

because what you are doing is casting aspersions, casting bad 

feelings, casting attitudes over on this~de of the House and creating-

and we are all the same, essentially we are all legislators, essentially 

we are all part of the same kit and caboodle whatever. way we are regarded, 

and I think it is wrong, totally wrong for political reasons to apply 

the principle to one and not apply the principle equally to other 

people.And I feel absolutely frustrated in this kind of thing because 

I think that our first job is to our district, our first responsibility 
l 

is to these people and unless we can have an efficient system of doing 

it- My wife,for instance,takes my calls all the time, ten or eleven 

in the night, two in the morning, any calls she takes and she relates them, 

passes them on to me. I think it is ridiculous that we have got to 

get to this level where people cannot contact us on normal hours and 

cannot get hold of us because we have got a system in which some are 

favoured and others are not because some are in and some are out. And 

I think that should be equalized totally so we do have these 

constituency offic£·s, we do have something which is meaningful. 

In my district it is very difficult,because where do 

you have your constituency office? It is very easy in the district 

of the minister or the member of Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) because there 

are central focal points, Happy Valley - Goose Bay, or Wabush,and in 

mine I have got almost 700 miles of district and it is extremely 

difficult to try and light anything. 

I notice,for instance,the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

on television talking about having t~rice yearly meetings of the Labrador 

MHA's to relate to our districts and he states that this should be brought 

in and we should be relating to them what is going on in their Legislature 
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MR. STRACHAN: and so on. That is wonderful! Great ideas! I 

agree w-ith it totally. Where do you get the money? How do you 

-
get people in? I have gone to two meetings now and we have not 

had a representative from Eagle River in, two meetings,because 

people are stopped by weather or cannot travel in and so on. 

These are w-onderful ideas to represent. But I think we need 

constituency offices. It is a first,basic thing you need is 

a secretary, a telephone, a desk and an office to give you some 

respect and unless we have these then I think that we are going 

to cast aspersions __ on you as well as us.And I think that that has 

to be somehow or other taken care of, I think it should be done 

· quickly and I would like to see it come this year instead of carrying on, 

limping on_~n the old idea that MEA's are part-timers, that MHA's 

are people who only do a job when the House of Assembly is open 

and they are gone all the rest of the year,because that is not so. 

We do a great deal of work. It is a hard job and I think we are 

going to build ourselves up in a position of respect. Otherwise 

if we continue the way we are we might as well all, like I,myself, 

>ve may as well all get the hell out of it and say just leave it 

to the dogs because that is how we feel many times. 

:-LR. CEAIRMA.l~ : The han. ~1inister of Public Works. 

MR.. ROUSSEAU: First of all I would like to apologize to the han. 

member for Lewisporte, He. mentioned a constituency office and I did 

not respond - so many notes when vou are trving to answer here. 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

The hon. member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan), my colleague here 

nods approval, and I would assume that members of the House of 

Assembly every member would agree with the necessity of a 

constituency office. It does not exactly fall in the realm of 

Public Works and Services, I think it is a decision that government 

would have to take, , but I think in fairness that tve progressed 

somewhat in the past few years. I think differentials have been 

recognized ~ as the hon. member for Eagle River and the rest of us 

who live further away from St. John's understand. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Differentials? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: You know,differentials in the fact that vTe have 

there are different costs involved in servicing districts that are 

further away than it is here in St. John's. 

~[R. H. COLLINS: 

before. 

~1R. ROUSSEAU: 

~·le progressed more in the past two years than ever 

You know, that there is a different cost between 

the hon. member's district, for example, and my colleague from ~·Taskaupi 

(Mr. Goudie) and mine, and probably the Straits 

MR. STRACHAN: 

JvfR. ROUSSEAU: 

It still does not equalize the cost of it. 

No. Oh, no. No. But I mean the concept of 

a differential has been acknowledged. There are more logical steps 

and the final - maybe the final logical step \•!Ould be the constituency 

office. And as the hon. member for Lewisporte (Mr. White) was 

saying, you know, besides that there are people who do not like 

to go into your house when you are cooking. It is a very difficult 

thing. And I know I maintain my home in Wabush, and people are 

coming . and going, and you got one in the kitchen, and one in the 

living room, and one in the dining room, and trying to carry on 

meetings, and people are not too happy when they are meeting in 

one room and somebody is waiting for a meeting out in the other 

room, because sav three thirtv or. vou kr.ow, twenty to four,or 

twenty after three or whenever they are around because it is that 

sort of an informal life. I can only say as an MHA I have no 

compunction whatsoever in saying that we should have constituency 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 

offices, none whatsoever. And I would hope that it would be 

something that would come about. 

By the wayti have five master keys, five masters, 

and I have the names here who have them. There are some sub masters 

I do not have those. The ministers only have keys to the front door 

actually, and a key to the private elevator. But there are only five 

master keys for the building. There will be six,I guess,because my 

new deputy minister just told me he did not have one. 

MR. WHITE: If the· minister will permit. I do not want to ask the 

minister the names of the people who have pass keys to the building, 

but ~ would appreciate the courtesy of sitting down with the minister 

privately and finding out, and letting him have information that I 

have. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I have no - I can tell the hon. member that the 

}"eople ~rho have them are the senior officials of the Department of 

Public Horks only, The deputy minister does not have one, I just 

found out, but I presume he will have one very soon. The ADMs, and 

the Director ~d the Assistant Director and the building maintenance 

supervisor of ~aintenance, so these are the only people who have 

master keys to our knowledge. 

MR. \>JHITE: ~Vhat about cleaners and people like that? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I think the cleaners are isolated. They may have 

some masters because they work on certain floors, you know. So 

anyway that is the list. And if the han. member wants to get together, 

if he has something in particular in mind I will be certainly more 

than pleased to hear about it. 

By the way,on the local preferences,I might point 

out there has been a committee of Cabinet appointed, and the han. 

my colleague, the Minister of Industrial Development,has been carrying 

this through as well as other departments and other ministers involved. 

There is the whole question of local preferences now being looked at 

by government. There is no question. the 10 per cent preference is 
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Mr. Rousseau: 

a difficult thing. As I said,it is for goods wholly or mainly 

manufactured in the P~ovince. You have a problem when you have 

one man dmrn here selling for a mainland company; Is that goods wholly 

or mainly produced in the Province? I think generally speaking 

there is sympathy for those companies who employ people regardless 

of where it comes from originally, where the product that they are 

selling or the service they are providing comes from, as long as 

there are people employed in it. There is~as I said,a 10 per cent 

preference for goods wholly or mainly manufactured here. You know, 

I gave the 10 per cent preference in a ministerial statement 

here but it took a year and a half for peonle to get me 

tied out on that one, but there is a situation that now has occurred 

where we are looking at it again. There is a situation whereby the 

10 per cent could be greater than 10 per cent at the discretion of 

the Cabinet in the given set of circumstances I suggested. But 

the whole thing is now being reviewed by a Cabinet committee. 

The question of the public building in Wabush that the 

han. member for Eagle River brought up is certainly a ~uestion. It is 

unstaffed, but \ve have been 'l;·mrking on it. I think there as been 

some progress made but not nearly enough. There are many individual 

offices that we need up there. But in his master plan for services in 

Labrador,! would certainly hope that, and I know he will, that the 

minister of Industrial Development who is responsible - the Minister 

of Rural Development responsible for the Labrador Services Division, 

will provide services 
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HR. ROUSSEAU: for Labrador \-lest as well as Eastern Labrador 

and the Labrador region1 so I would hope that in the staffing 

policies in Labrador that Labrador West will not be forgotten. 

The last point that I think that I have here, the 

question of building, ·-the elaborateness of builclings. The 

average price . by the way,per square foot in the Province, and I 

can be corrected on this , the average price is about $55 to 

$60 a square foot.to construct buildings now and that would 

depend of course whether it is outside of St. John's -

HR. WHITE: I was talking about rental rates as well. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well I tabled all, whatever it was. Normally 

the average I would think, and I am guessing here, they go from 

as low as $2 or $3 to $7, $8, $9, $10 maybe de~ending on the 

location,_but I think the average rental rate would nm.r be in the 

area of $5, $6, somewhere in that area. But you know of course 

the demands here in the urban areas are much more difficult in 

terms of cost and they would be in the isolated areas. The worst 

per cost is the Health Sciences Complex ~~th $80 a square foot. 

So that gives you an indication~relatively speaking. 

But we certainly are maybe tendin~ towards too elaborate 

buildings and providing elephants where mice would suffice. But the 

question I think government is attempting to cope with now, because 

the court house that was announced recently by my colleague, 

the Minister of Justice, for Grand Banks is a court house that 

is done ~nth a set of plans that hopefully will apply to the court 

house that my bon. friend from Lewisporte hopes to get in the future 

or any other court house in the Province, ~ve are trying to do a basic 

set of plans. In doing the planning that we were doing for certain 

hospitals we have tried again to do the same basic planning. Not that 

we want to have a Province where every building is the same in every 
I 

part of the Province 9 but certainly it cuts down on the planning 

costs and it will attempt to try and cope with the real problem we 

have in respect to the amount of dollars available, in respect to having 

buildings that we can cope with and that we can service at less 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: cost than we would have to service if they were 

too elaborate a building. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, it is ten to eleven, I presume 

somebody may have something else to say. You know~I have got 

notes all over the place, if there are any questions left that 

I have not answered - to the best of my knowledge I have. Do 

I have one I did not answer from you? Go ahead. If I have 

not,go ahead,and I will try and answer the rest of them, if any other 

members have any questions. 

HR. GOUDIE: Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to - considering the 

vast amount of real estate which exists in the Goose Bay portion 

of Happy Valley - Goose Bay, I am just wondering if there is any 

particular plans put forth by the provincial government because 

obviously the federal government is closely related here with 

it having been passed,I believe,from the American Government to the 

Canadian Government and some consequently to the Provincial 

Government. But would the minister have any idea how much real 

estate this Province owns in the Goose Bay portion to dat~? 

I am thinking particularly of the hangars on what is referred to 

as the American side of the base - the south side of the base. 

There are vast hangar space up there and vast warehousing space and 

I know there are at least two concerns ~vr'!ich have already l!lade requests 

for space there~ the Ryer Van Beke operations,! understand,have made 

approaches and another firm, I have forgotten the name at the moment. 

But I am wondering if the Department of Public Works has formulated 

any kind of policy or any type of priority list, not in terms of 

companies who would receive property but perhaps the use to which 

buildings on that portion of the Goose Air Base are located. 

And one other thing I mentioned under the heading of 

Crown lands in the ~orestry and Agricultur~ estimates. I ~elieve 

the minister's department is directly ,concerned here, Public Works, 

and that is the charging of rent,if you will,per month for property 

in the Hamilton Heights area, Goose Bay. I am not sure of the 

exact figure but it seems like it is in the vicinity of $30 a month 
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MR. GOUDIE: that some people have to pay rent to the provincial 

government for their property which works out to what - $360 a 

' year just for the rent of the land alone. Would the minister 

be familiar with that and if he is perhaps give us some indication 

of whether or not that is going to continue or if there may be 

some way 
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!1R. GOUDIE : that may be resolved shortly. It seems 

unfair that a small handful of people would have to pay rent for 

land when other people can get outright grants for it. These are 

some of the concerns. 

MR.. ROUSSEAU: I do not have that information, Mr. Chairman, 

right now.! will have it tomorrow morning;the boys will look for 

it. I am just looking here - and this is not prompted,by the 

T.'lay- I said there was $333,000 for the Paddon Hospital·, there 

is also $125,000 in here for the installation of a heating plant 

for building 86 at Goose Bay; there is also $91,000 to correct 

a mechanical difficulty or to complete that. So the hon. 

member has $550,000 worth of maintenance being done up there 

from Public Works which is not a department that-- normally has 

that much involvement really outside of the public buildings 

across the Province. But that building 86 , the heating plant 

has to go in there and that is in addition to the public building 

at the Paddon and the $333,000 is in addition - the $91,000 

to complete the other work. As the hon.member asked, the 

boys in the department will check that out and I will have that 

information for the member in the morning. 

I know that the buildings T.ve have they have all been put 

on public tender - all the buildings at Goose Bay and in all 

instances to my recollection have been given to the highest 

tender in this instance because it was bidding of buildings,and 

the many people in the Happy Valley-::Goose ··Bay area of course and 

other areas have a bid on these buildings and bid reasonable 

prices because where the prices were not reasonable we did not 

accept any tender bid but it certainly provided an ability of 

them to secure building space and hopefully provide a better 

accomodations for them. But in respect to- oh, plus $1.75 

million for the DREE students' hostel of course in Happy Valley 

that is going ahead,! presume. The hon.rnember and the hon members 

-9392 



May 26,1977 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Tape 3351 - Evening AH-2 

will have enough going on in Labrador East I 

hope to provide some employment at least this Summer period. 

But I will have that information tomorrow morning and give it 

to the hon member. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon.member for Lewisporte. 

HR. t.ffiiTE: Hr. Chairman, I just want to make a couple of 

more points tv.lth respect to this because we are getting some 

information tonight, Mr. Chairman, and this is what we want. 

There have been a lot of things bugging us. This is almost a 

kind of bread and butter kind of department that "toTe are talking 

about. 

The minister mentioned a moment age, Mr. Chairman, that 

rental space throughout the Province ranges from $2.00 per square 

foot up to in some cases SlO per square foot and I am sure the minister 

knows as well as I do that there are government offices and 

government buildings scattered throughout the city and scattered 

throughout the Province. And I am wondering if we could not get 

a list of all the government offices -

MR. ROUSSEAU: To table it and the rentals. 

MR. ~.JHITE: You tabled it, I see, and the rentals paid in 

each instance. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I just tabled now - and I only have one copy; 

I think maybe the clerk of the House can get some tomorrow morning_ 

of all the departments of government and the crown agencies,where 

they are, how many square feet, what the price is, who it is 

leased from and I think the date of expiry of the lease may or 

may ·.not be on it ,I do not know. 

~~ HON.MEMBER: Did you point out if they were Liberals or Conservatives? 

t-fR. ROUSSEAU: No. All the pertinent information in respect to 

the leasing of space .__!las ___ ~eeri tabled. 

MR. WHITE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, that is just fine. Somebody said 

that I had a copy but I have the -
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MR. ROUSSEAU: No ,I had one and I gave it to the Clerk. 

MR. WHITE: draft of the project proposals. That is the copy 

that I have. But I would be interested in having a copy because I 

would like to find out for my own information~and I am -sure 

other members would as well, you know, how many buildings are 

rented throughout the Province. I would like to know how many 

are rented in Lewisporte,for example~because I do not know now) 

and how much is paid for each. 

But I would like to get back to this point, Mr. Chairman, 

that- I mentioned earlier because I ran out of time before I 

finished the comments that I was making,and we do not want to 

start going down through the estimates yet because tomorrow 

there may be a few other members who are not in the House tonight 

who have some things to say and they may be restricted because 

we are still on the minister's salary and that is ~.rhere we want 

to keep it at least until tomorrow morning. 

He respect to offices for MHA's, ~r. Chairman, I was trying 

to make the point earlier that the bite, if you will, the 

inconvenience,if you will,and the unsatisfactory conditions that 

some members have to go through are not felt by members opposite 

as much as they are felt by members here on this side because 

there are more of us and more of us from outside St. John's. And 

for that reason, Mr. Chairman, I would like for the members 

opposite to give this some serious consideration and to see, Mr. 

Chairman, if we cannot get a decision on this relatively soon. 

And I say this both from a personal standpoint and also from the 

standpoint of gentlemen here ~.rho are pretty frustrated with what 

they have to do, particularly, M.r. Chairman, ~~hen you :;ee ordinary 
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Mr. White: 

members as we are all ordinary members, MHAs elected,by that I 

mean differentiating between ministers and MHAs who have access 

to office space. ~nd I can go right through, Mr. Chairman, this 

House and I can name just about every member on the other side, and 

in one way or other just about everybody on the other side has 

access to office space for their constituents, For instance, the 

eleven members opposite who reside in St. John's have adequate 

space here in this building for constituency visits and so on. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Bi2 deal! _ 

MR. WHITE: That is eleven right off the bat. And if I 

represented a constituency in St. John's,I would not be complaining 

about a constituency office, but I am complaining about a 

constituency office, Mr. Chairman, because it is very, very important. 

The member for the Bay of Islands, (Mr. Woodrow), for 

instance, he is just a backbencher as I am, but the member for the 

Bay of Islands has access to a government office on the West Coast 

of the Province. And you phone up there~as members here have done 

as an experiment,and you ask for the member for the Bay of Islands 

and you are Put throu~h to the member for the Bay of Islands. 

There are other members here that I could name as well, Hr. Chairman, 

who have access to office space. I was in, for instance, and I know 

that the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) is an assistant to the 

Premier, but I was in his office in Labrador with a couple of 

secretaries, and it is a nice little office. I am not looking for 

anything as elaborate as that, Hr. Chairman. And I just wanted to 

emphasize that point. I am not going to, but a minute ago I jotted 

down the names of a lot of districts here, and I have a whole list of 

them,where there are office space for members but not office space for 

members over here on this side of the House. 

So:t-1E RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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MR. WHITE: And we are in our districts, Mr. Chairman, we are in 

' our districts for, you know, 75 per cent or 80 per cent of the 

time. 

MR A. MURPHY: If the hon. member would permit, if he would 

not mind. It is hardly a fair statement to make because of the 

fact that once these members were elected in the districts the 

office did not follow them, but they were elec~ed in districts 

where the offices were. Would that be a fair statement or not? 
I 

MR. WHITE: Mr. Chairman -

AN HON. MEMBER: Let us hear . it. 

~1R. WHITE: Mr. Chairman, I did not want to mention this 

but I ~vill tell the -

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (MR. YOUNG): Order, please! 

MR. WHITE: I will tell the hon. member -

MR. N. WINDSOR: Do not forget the Premier's office now. 

MR. WHITE: I will tell - there are two offices in Grand 

Falls, Mr. Chairman, and the member for Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor) 

knows very well that the Premier has an office in Grand Falls,where 

Mrs. Hornell is the secretary to the Premier in Grand Falls, and 

that the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan), -vrho is the minister, 

also has an office in Grand Falls with a secretary, and with an 

executive assistant stationed in Grand Falls. Now that is two 

offices that the constituency of Grand Falls has access to, and I 

would suggest that the residence of Grand Falls do not need to have 

an office where they can go and talk to their member as bad as the 

people in Lewisporte do, where you have a lot of rural communities 

and they all come to Lewisporte, they all live within t~venty and 

thirty miles, they come to Lewisporte to see their doctor. they come 

to Lewisporte for everything, if I am there they can come and see 

me. And that is all we are asking for, you know. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. STRACHAN : The office in Happy Valley was created -

the last election the Premier's office was created. It is a 

constituency office. It may be called what you like. And I do not 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

interfere about this, that I have anything against it; I think 

the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) needs it. It should be 

there. I do not think it should be a Premier's office, it should 

be a constituency office. But he needs it. And I welcome the fact 

that he has it. But people will say that he has an office, he 

has a secretary, he has everything available to him -

AN ·RoN. MEMBER: He is half -

MR. STRACHAN: - and people like ourselves do not, and therefore 

people will compare one to the other. 

HR. WHITE: That is right. Mr. Chairman -

SOHE RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. vffiiTE: Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to make one point in 

contradiction to what the member for St. John's Centre (Mr. Murphy) said 

a moment ago. Previously the member for St. George's 

~reviously who was Mr. Dunphy, there was an office erected for him 

in his district by the government, furnished by the government, two 

offices, one on the inside for him, one on the outside for his 

secretary, paid for out of public funds, with carpet, desk, and so on 

MR. MURPHY: In St. George's. 

HR. HIUTE: - in St. George's district, that has since the member 

has been defeated has been offered to the member for St. George's (Mrs. 

Macisaac), the presenting sitting member for St. George's has been 

offered to her for her use, the only problem is that she has not been 

offered a secretary as the former member for St. George's, Mr. Dunphy, 

~vas. 

MR. A. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, I want an office too. 

S0!-1E RON. ~'!ID1BERS: Oh, oh! 

~1R. HI CKHAN : I hope. And I am going to get one, and I will tell 

you that I am not going to be pushed around any more, I have been 

using Council offices. Mr. Chairman, I move that the Committee rise, 

report progress and ask leave to 

AN RON. MEMBER: A pavilion. 

MR. HICKMAN: a pavilion - sit again. 
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On motion that the Committee rise, re~ort progress 

and ask leave to sit a_gain, Mr. Speaker returned to the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRHAN: Mr. Speaker, the COmmittee of Supply have 

considered the matters to them referred, have made some progress and 

ask leave to sit again. 

On motion, report received and adopted, Committee 

ordered to s'it again on tomorrow. 

MR. SP'EAKER: It being eleven o'clock the House is adjourned 

until tomorrow Friday, May 27, at 10:00 A.M • 
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