
PRELIMINARY 

UNEDITED 

TRANSCRIPT 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

FOR THE PERIOD: 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 1977 

/ 



Hay 5, 1977 Tape 2182 PK - 1 

The House met at 10:00 P.M. 

lfr. Speaker in the Chair. 

NR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

OR..:\1 QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, yesterday as I recall it, it took 

~s until-what? It was twenty-five to six when they began Question 

Period, tHo and a half hours after the House met, and today we 

managed it in four and a half minutes. 

Hr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier 

and it arises out of the statements which have been reported and 

which, I understand, are in fact accurately reported,to be made by 

Mr. Sweeney~the President and General Manager of Labrador Linerboard -
at Stephenville. Hr. S•-1eeney,as I understand it, Sir, has g~ven 

his view· that the mill is .JCL.ab l e . Could the Premier tell us, please, 

\•7hether that opinion is accepted by the government, and in event how 

the opinion squares with the decision taken by the government, which 

is to the effect that the !\1ill is not viable? 

HR. SPEAKER: The han. the Premier. 

PREMIER HOORES: Mr. Speaker, Hr. Sweeney is on the Advisory 

~ Board, and that report speaks for itself. I think, Hr. Sweeney, and 

I think it is fair to say, has become very enthusastic since his 

arrival in Stephenville, and I think with very good reason. He has 

told us, for instance, that he considers the 1;-10rk force at the mill 

to be as good as he has seen. He, I think, has got carried away >vith 

the idea of turning the mill around, if it can possibly be done. I 

think we agree with him that if there is any - you 1-"nmv, if it can 

be done, if the economics can be worked out,I am sure there 'tvill be 

third parties interested in buying it. If conversion can be done and 

that excellent 1:·7ork force could be retained, '"e have already said that 

is the case. But our records to date, Sir, do not shm.; that we can afford 

to carry on as is. If it changes He 't-lill be as pleased as anybody 

in this Province, I Fill personally, and I kno~7 others here -.;.;ho have 
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Premier Hoores: 

been involved will be as well. 

But in the meantine He are taking this course 

based on statistics, facts, dollars, I suppose you could say in 

a very hard businesslike manner, It is not something,as I said, He 

wanted to do. l\B I say,:~·'Ir. s~-veeney's enthusasiam is one that, 

I think, any mill manager should have, and I think, as far as 

Linerboard, and it is unfortunate it is not paying,because I think 

he would be the of individual that would make it a very 'vorthy 

contributor to this Province. 

MR. NOLA.l.'l : 

MR. ROBERTS : 

MR. SPEAKER: 

A supplementary. 

A supplementary. 

A supplementary, the original questioner. 

MR. ROBERTS: '\-Jell, Hr. Speaker, I cannot debate the Premier's 

answer now but I will at the appropriate time because I do not 

think he ansv1ered the question, but we will go at another one. 

Hould the Premier be ';villing to allow Mr. s,,e~ney to appear before 

the Bar of the House or before a Committee of the House to answer 

questions from members with respect to the mill~ Mr. Sweeney, after all, 

is the man .vho has run it for six months. and the man who_ was hrnnR"ht i"r by 

the government to try to salvage the situation which existed as 

of last October or November when the Advisory Committee was appointed. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the Premier. 

PREHIER MOORES: Hr. Speaker, I think the answ·er has to be 

no as far as appearing before the Bar of the House is concerned any 

more than the Advisory Committee themselves, and that -.1ould involve 

all the accountants who were involved as well. But I am quite 

sure that all the information will be made available to the Opposition 

and to government members or anybody else for that matter. And I think 

also that I would be very surprised if Hr. Sweeney '"auld not sit 

down ~-rith any in teres ted party and do the best he could to answer 

their questions on Stephenville. But I think, Sir, it would be 

very '"rang to bring him before the Bar of the House. 

~IR. ROBERTS: Will the Premier authorize that? 
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MR. NOLAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

HR. SPEi\.lZER: A supplementary, the hon. member for Conception Bay 

South. 

HR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary for the hon. the Premi er. 

I am 1•70ndering ~-1hat figures they might have available on the cost 

\ - involved in the shutting dmm of the mill. For example, we are 

told that you are still going to have pay something in the vicinity 

of perhaps $30 million a year- is that correct?-to service the 

debt? 

MR. ROBERTS: It is of that order, yes. But >ve do not have the 

precise figures. 

MR. NOLAN: ~>/'ell if you take that figure, and I presume that is 

right for the moment,unless the Premier has more accurate information, 

plus whatever you might have to pay in welfare or whatever else might 

be involved in social programmes to try to remedy that situation, the 

void there. Hhat is the net difference then? 

~1R. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier. 

PRE:t:-1IER MOORES: Mr. Speaker, there has been a cost benefit 

analysis done and that can be made available to the Opposition for a 

further debate. 

MR. ROBERTS: Hould the Premier be able to table that? 

PREMIER HOORES: Table it for the debate?I do not see no reason 

\vhy not. 

MR. ROBERTS : For the full benefit costs ? 

PREMIER MOORES: 

M..l{. SPEAKER: 

MR. NEARY: 

Fisheries, Sir. 

Yes. 

The hon. member for LaPoile. 

Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 

\-lould the minister care to react 
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l~. ~;EARY: to a news story in the \(orning ~ews that the 

provincial government was becoming involved in the purchase of 

equiument to process small fish, I believe it ~·;as under t1,•elve 

inches or fourteen inches. 

,10J EmT. ~iEHBER: Sixteen inches. 

~[R. i~EAI'.Y: Sixteen inches and there seems to be some critic ism 

from the federal authorities on this particular project. Hould 

the minister care to straighten us out on it? 

f'.1R. SPEM':ER: Fan. Minister of ~isheries. 

~·r!?.. H. CARTER: ~r. Sueaker, every year pretty well, I suppose 

~since the heginning of the cod fishery hundreds of years ago~there 

' is a lot of small fish caught as a ~y-catch exnecially in traDs . 

. Indeed the estimated quanity is about 7 ,000 tons 1-Thich is 14 

million pounds,caught every year. Some of which - well•I suppose the 

large part of which is dumped and some used for fish meal. T.Je 

intend to assist t•·ro comDanies in the ?Urchase of machines to 

fillet small fish. I cannot name the companies vet ~eca~se the 

agreement has not been signed. 

But, Mr. Sueaker, the setting of net sizes and the regulations 

and rules governing the catching of fish is a federal resnonsibility. 

We have oade representation to Otta-.:¥a ,.;rith resuect to this pr.oolem 

and we feel t!-!at until - it is not an easy problem to resolve,-

T.Jhat '·JOuld they do Hith the small fillets 

block? 

'fR. H. CARTE>t: They ~·.rould - it is a saleable product and -

Ho~.;r, in Tvhat form? 

~1'R. ~~. CARTER: In hlocks, in blocks. 

In blocks. 

But, ~1r. Speaker, the custom: if I can take 

a minute to exnlain- the custom so far, uu to datelis that certain 

fish merchants '>rill go out on a uharf and t~1.e boat ~··ill come in 

during the tran season and thev will arbitrarily offer the ~oat 

mmers t~e union rate for sixty ner cent of the catch in t'he boat. 

and again arbitrarilv sav t'hat r,;e r·rill pay vou one cent or t~·70 cents 
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HR. H. CARTER: or three cents a uound, I think it is for t~e 

small fish - forty per cent of the small fish. And that of course 

does not go dmm to well •:-rit'J. the fisl-termen. The fisherll'en today 

cannot afford to sell that fish for a cent or tHo a pound. But 

certainly our position is that until ~,·e find a way to remedy the 

situation-

PEEHIER t-100RES : The drying plant should be enlarged. 

Pardon! 

PREHIER rf00RES : The drying plant should be enlarged. 

HR.. l\/. CARTER: The 9-ry:!.ng, the drying - again it is 

Otta~va sets the size of the mes!-1 and they are going to have to 

assist in the changing of the structure of the trap., But ~ve 

believe that this fish should not be d~~ped; it is a crime, it 

does very little for the fishermen~and until such time as the 

problem can be resolved He believe that the fish · should 1;>e processed 

and that the fishe!iTlen should obtain full price for it. 

HR. NEARY: A supplementary question, ~[r. SpeHker. 

HR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

l'~. NEARY: I.Jould the minister indicate to the House if there 

was Prior consultation with the ~ederal Fisheries Department or 

anybody in the ~overnment of Canada before the Province Hent ahead 

with this project? 

~·1R. SPEA.TZER: Ron. Hinister of Fisheries. 

HR. 1-l. CARTER: . Mr. Speaker, Otta~.;a, I think is aware of the problem. 

I am not suggesting - it is not an easy one to correct and I am sure 

they are working on it.f'.ut like I said,we did r,.;rite Ottav!a, the 

letter is on file in my office. 

~1R. NEARY : Any reply? ---..._____ 
~~R • ._,. CARTER: A ;rear and a half ago. I am not sure of the 

renlv. But certainlv I am not blaming nttaHa, I t"hink something 

has to be done, Ottmva vill have to do it 'Jut until they can see 

fit to do it~ at least find a ~·Jav to do it,then He believe the 
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NR. H. CAI?_TER : fish should be landed,properly ?recessed and 

the fishermen should get the full value for it. And that is ~,rhv 

He are encouraging the filleting of that small fish by assisting 

these tHo companies in the provision of two machines to do it. 

~ffi. NEARY: A suunlementarv. 

:•fR. SP EA..."'<ER : An additional supple~entary. Hon. member for 

LaPoile then the hon. gentleman from Fogo. 

MR. NEARY: Hr. Speaker, in connection with tae catching of 

the fish and the building of ne\·7 boats and so forth, would the 

~minister indicate to the ?ouse whet"l,.er or not there r.1ill be a 

federal subsidies involved, if there .1:vas prior consultation •:-lith 

the Government of Canada, the Department of Fisheries concerning 

licenses for these ner..r boats and federal subsidies for these new 

boats that are goin9; to 1Je built land v.rill thev replace old boats 

using the old liscences or r,lill they be comuletely neo:v boats to 

new fishermen , ne~·7 applicants? 

!:'IR. S'PEA..TZER: The han. minister. 

~ffi. • W. CARTER : ~'(r. Speaker, there is a federal subsidy no~v paid 

on boats U? to and including forty-five feet in length. He have 

~~. made representation to Ottawa to have the subsidy re-instated on 

boats up to and including sixty-five feet in length. 

MR.. ~TEAP_Y : Any response? 

~iR. r,;r. CARTER: r.re Hired Ottar,7a on that, I think the 'Premier 

discussed i.t ~.;ith ~ttaHa during his trip to that city some time 

ago and T,7e are hoping there 'l;vill be a re-instatment of that 

sixty-five foot subsidy. 

~·1R. 'TEARY : But there are no guarantees ? 

'f?~ . ~~1 . C .AB.TER : ~ot yet,but we are -
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~·~at about t he liscences? 

'~R . ~·1. (:.1\RT::R : The liscences? Tnese hoats r·;ill he sold 

to fishermen ~·rho !1ave boats that are of a certain age tvhere t!:.ev 

can transfer the liscence. ~ut there Hill be no shortage of 

aoplicants for those boats. ~.,<e are already cot!lpilin~ a very imoressive 

list of people ooH that Hant to b uy them. 

h1R . SPEA .. '<ER : P.on . IT\ember for Fogo . 

l 
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CAPTAIN ~.VINSOR: Hr. Speaker, a supplementary to the han, ~~inister 

of Fisheries. Is this not contrary to the conservation policy 

of the federal government ? - and this might be a double-barrelled 

question, Mr. Speaker- and who ,if the federal government is 

going to drop, or increase or pay the subsidy, who will pick 

up that subsidy on the small fish? 

MR.. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 

MR. H. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, there is no subsidy being paid 

on small fish. In our new gear supplement programme, which we 

announced last year~we stated then that we would not be paying 

that half cent a pound subsidy on small fish. But I repeat, 

Mr. Speaker, that it is a problem that is there. We recognize 

the fact that there is a problem. We recognize the difficulty 

Ottawa must be having in finding a solution to it, But until they 

do, until they can find an answer to that problem.,~vell then surely 

we cannot stand by and see 7,000 tons of fish, 14 million pounds of 

fish, dumped or at least disposed of a year for which the fishermen 

get practical1y no return at all. 

CAPTAIN \HNSOR: A supPlementary, Hr, Speaker, 

Iffi.. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

CAPTAIN WINSOR: But is it not recognized, }rr. Speaker, th~t 

' 
~ that same fish in two years ~•ill be much more valuable than it is 

at the Present day if they are catching it under sixteen inches? 

XR. SPEAKER: The han, Minister of Fisheries, 

~r. Speaker, that of course is motherhood, Of course 

A=: 
give it two more years and the fish would be that much larger, But 

if the han. member can tell me hm.; you can keep that fish alive and 
. . 

allow it to escape once it is caught in a trap,well then maybe he has 

got t~e ans1ver. We are 1vorking on it. \Je have gear technologists 

who are lookin-s at the problem. He have made renresentation to 

Otta~.;a and we are now working on another plan that r,;e think might 

have some desired results later,but again I go back to what I said 

earlier that the fish is being caught. It is a fact of life, It has 

been ~oing on since the fishery started, And 1ve believe- r,;e are 
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P.R.. H. CARTER: against seeing that fish dumped, We are 

aa,ainst having fishermen beirg forced into the position of 

either dumping the fish or receiving a cent a pound for it, 

And that is what we are trying to find an answer, at least 

as long as the problem is there we want to make sure that the 

fishermen get the best possible price for that fish and it 

can only be done if we provide the necessary wherewithal to 

the processing companies to find means of filletting that 

fish where it can be sold on the market and treated like any 

other type fish. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile, followed by the hon. 

gentleman for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 

Health, Sir. Would the minister indicate to the House whom the 

therapeutic abortion committees report to .. • whom they are 

responsible to? Are they responsible to the administration 

of the hospital, the administrators or are they responsible 

to the minister? 

MR. SPE~KER: The hon. Minister of Health. 

XR. H. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, provision is made in the Criminal 

Code of Canada to permit abortions to be performed in Canada. 

One of the provisions are that the accredited hospitals only would ce 

permitted to carry out abortions,and a requirement of the law 

is that an acortion committee be established, So it is under the 

Criminal Code of Canada. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary, 

~. SPEAKER: A supplementary, 

~ffi. NE~RY: Perhaps the Minister of Justice could tell the House to 

whom to the t~erapeutic abortion committees report? To whom are 

they res~onsible? Or are they responsible to anybody? Are they 

a law unto themselves? 

~fR. HICK!'1AN: I wil l have to take that question as notice, ~<fr. Speaker, 

because I want to be sure of the answer. But I Hill get the answer 
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~- HI~N: for the hon, gentlenan on tomorrow, 

~. NEARY: A supplementary question for the minister, Sir. 

XR. SPEAKER: A SU?plementary, 

MR. NEABY: The Minister of Health, 

NR. HICI0f.A.'t\l': It is under the general code, yes. P.ight. 
~ 

MR. ROBERTS: The minister gets the reports anyway, 

MR. NEARY: Would the Minister of Health -

MR. ROBERTS: The Minister of Health has to ~pprove them. 

NM- 3 

MR. NEARY: Would the Minister of Health inform the House if 

i t is compulsory for the reason to be given for the termination _ .... .----
of pregnancy on the abortion report? -
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. ~nister of Health. 

MR. H. COLLINS: No, Mr. Speaker, that is not a requirement 

of the therapeutic abortion form. 

MR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Sir. 

HR • SPEA..l{ER : A final supPlementary, then the hon, gentleman for 

Windsor-Buchans. 

~1R. NEA..'R.Y: Would the minister tell the House what other hospitals 

i n Newfoundland, apart from the General Hospital- I am sorry,I did 

not mean to put this on my quest i on-- out w a ospitals 

in Newfoundland outside of St, John's are doing abortions? 

--

/ 
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HR. SPEAKFR: The han. Minister of Health. 

HR. COLLINS: Hr. Speaker, as I indicated a few days ago 

~vhen my department's estimates "7ere being debated, one hospital, 

in the city of St. John's, performs abortions, that is the 

General. There are some other hospitals, but I "tvould refer to take 

the question under advisement. I ~vould not want to give the wrong 

names, but I will certainly get that information for the han. 

member. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Windsor - Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Premier. 

Would the Premier advise the House as to when we can expect 

the Order-in-Council or .. matever action is necessary to bring 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro under the control of the 

Public Utilities Board? When? 

~. SPEAKER: 

~ PREMIER HOORES: 

The han. Premier. 

It has already been said, Mr. Speaker, I think, 

that legislation will be introduced during this session here in the 

House to bring it under some regulatory agency. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Leader of the Opposition followed 

by the han. gentl~~an for Terra Nova. 

MR.. ROBERTS : Thank you, Sir. A question for the Minister of 

Education. Could he tell the House, Sir, whether he has received 

any representations from the President of Hemorial University, 

Mr. Horgan, or any group of persons speaking in behill~he

president with respect to the effects of the government's decision 

not to proceed this year with the contruction of a library despite 

wh2t the university understood to be a firm commitment from the 

government that the construe tion of the ne'tv university library would 

in fact begin this year: 

HR. SPEAKER: The han. Hinister of Education. 

HR. HOUSE: ~!r. Speaker, I have not been in contact with the 

president. I have read his reaction in the media, but I have not 

been able to get in contact with him, because I have been trying to contact 

hi~ on other matters since. 
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MR. ROBERTS: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

~:!R. SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

~ffi.. ROBERTS: \-las there any consultation with the university, 

'\·lith the president or the authorities there about the effect of this ·-- decision before the government took their final decision? And· 

that does not conflict,by the way,with the requirements of the rules 

of budget secrecy. I understand that the decision has had a calamitous 

effect.,or it is feared that it 'tvill have a calamitous effect,upon the 

academic programmes of the ~niversity. I wonder whether there was 

any consultation with the university beforegand,or was it an 

arbitrary and unilateral decision? 

Mi.. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Education. 

MR. HOUSE: Nr. Speaker, we had discussions vlith the 

president prior -well while we were talking about the university's 

budget, and we had discussed the library, and it did have some 

iority, but it is a long-term programme , and in vieH of the 

financial restraints, we felt that we could not go ahead with it 

this year. On the other hand I might add that we do not think, of course, 

that it will have any immediate affect on the programming at the 

university in the next couple of years. But obviously, you knmv, we 

do need a library, and every effort will be made in the next three or 

four years to get it. 

:t-ffi.. ROBERTS: They have been doing that for a long time,'Wallace'. 

HR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Terra Nova. 

HR. LUSH: A question for the Minister of Education. 

In this year's budget th~re was no reference to the government's 
,....---·---- ·- - ------

intention with respect to phase three which would result in 

~provement in the teacher-student ratio. I r,.;onder 'tvhat the 

government's intentions are in this matter , whether the thing is 

shelved indefinitely or just 't·lha t the situation with respect to 

the phase three is, which 'tvould result in improvement in the student-teacher 

ratio? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The han. minister. 

I>fR. HOUSE: Hr. Speaker, the third phase has been postponed 

deferred again for the coming year. I want to point out that 

we have been talki~g about the pupil/teacher ratio -

MR. ROBERTS: In other wares it has been cancelled. 

I>fR. HOUSE: - the pupil/teacher ratio, the one to twenty-five, 

I think, is the one that most people talk about, and now we would 

need another one hundred teachers throughout the Province for our 

one to twenty-five ratio. That would give, I think, most boards 

an average of two teachers for the total number of boards. Perhaps the 

bigger board.s·· would - get the advantage of it more than a small 

ones, because we have this Clause 13 in effect now which a board 

losing population will have a one to twenty-five ratio if they 

go below the one to twenty-six. So it would not drastically affect 

the educational programme, the one to bventy-five ratio. 

:MR. LUSH: A new formula though. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: My question, Sir, is for the han. Premier. 

~w that the controversial 
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Hr. Nearv: Norrna_ and Gladys and the Provincial flag have 

cre;t back into linelight again 1 would the Premier tell the 

House '\o7hether or not he has issued instructions to his Hinister 

of Tourism to cut out this foolish extravagance and waste , this 

spending on the Norma and Gl~c~ys affair to try to justify sending 

her to Europ_~ year and T..;andering around the Hest Indies? 

----~-----------------. Is the Premier going to reply? 

!1R. SPEAlZER: The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER ~100RES: Mr. Speaker, you kno,v,the question has innuendo 

which I totally disagree >-lith, and the han. member knows only too 

well that he 1;..ranted the question asked rather than the question 

ans~vered. 

HR. NEARY: A supplementary question then, Mr. Speaker. 

~fR. SPEA...TZER: A supplementary. 

MR. NE4.&\RY : Hould the Premier tell the House v7hat progrannne, 

~..rhat is the Norma and Gladys going to do this year apart from being 
c-

tied up down here in the harbour? 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the Premier. 

PREMIER HOORES: Mr. Speaker, I am sure when the minister's 

stimates comes up he will be only too glad to give all the details 

of ~-;hat is proposed for the good ship Norma and Gladys. 

NR. NEARY: A supplementary question, Sir. 

~. SPEAKER: A supplementary. Then I will recognize the hon. 

member for Conception Bay South. 

~. NEARY: What about the Provincial flag ? Is 

the Provincial flag going to surface in this session of the House? And 

what about the Union Jack? A statement has been made that the Union 

Jack is the private flag of the Queen and it is not permissible to 

use it in this Province? 

SOME HON. HE}IBERS: Oh, oh! 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before recognizing the hon. 

the Premier to answer the question, I must make the same point,but 

if anything more firmly,than the one made a couple of days ago 

1yith respect to another hon. gentleman, and that is a supplementary. 
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:-fr. Speaker: 

As I understood, the former question dealt with the Norma and Gladys, 

and the latter one with -

}'JR. ROBERTS: Why? Would not that fly a flag? 

MR. SPEAKER: - the Provincial flag. So I would suggest that 

it would not be supplementary but there would be little to be 

served by ruling it out of order. If there were a situation 

where seven or eight members,or a number of members were all standing 

then I would in all likelihood have to rule it out of order because 

a priority has been given through the supplementary means. That is 
r--

not the case but I do point it out because I think there would be 
,-

circumstances under which it would be necessary to~ thenrecognize 

ana e ·:.er member. 

-----
The hon. the Premier. 

PREMIER HOORES: After the ruling, Mr. Speaker, I am not sure 

of the question asked some while ago. But the fact is that I 

certainly was under the impression that the Union Jack was the flag 

of this Province, by ~ ta~ute. 

1-IR. NEARY: Not statute! 

P.REHIER MOORES: Certainly -

MR. NEARY: The Historic Trust -

HR. ROBERTS: Albert Perlin will write another column tomorrow. 

PREHIER MOORES: I have no intention, Mr. Speaker, of getting into 

a controversial debate on this. But I am sure this House in its 

wisdom ·~11 decide in good time whether the Province should have 

a distinctive Provincial flag and what flag that should be. 

i1R. NEARY: Not in time for the Summer Games. 

HR. ROBERTS: He has already ruled on that. 

~JR. SPEA.TZER: The hon. member for Conception Bay South. 

MR. NO:W\N: Hr. Speaker, a question for the Hinister of 

Industrial Development and also Rural Development --

NR. ROBERTS: And he is associate ~finis ter of Eospi tal Development. 

:-1R. NOLMT: All right. Hell \vhat I am in teres ted in, in vie'l·7 of 

the unemplo:rnent situation in this Province and a large nuiJ.ber of 

/ 
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}fr. Nolan: 

people ,,rho are going to Alberta and so on to find employment, from 

the Budget I am wondering if the minister can give us some idea 

of how many jobs that he hopes to CFeate in his t\VO departments 

r.vith the various programmes he has on his books in this ti.velve 

month period? 

:t-IR. SPEAKER: The hon. 1·~inister of Industrial and Rural Development. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Hr. Speaker, I have got no crystal ball to begin with 

so I cannot make that kind of a prediction, but I will give a general 

rundown on the economy, and on industry and on potential and on the 

various estimates that have applicability, and perhaps outline 

sor:1e dimension as to i.vhat could happen in the Province this present 

year. I think it would be only fair to say that this Budget, dealing \vith 

the emphasis on development, and the emphasis on fisheries, and the 

emphasis on various other votes that will have a development 

competent that we are not going to have the kind of employment 

opportunities in this Province this year that will meet the-or even 

nearly meet the requirement with a growing labour force~ And I think 

it is going to take us years dmm the road~ even i.vith an upturn in 

the national economy, and even with some of the achievements like 

was announced yesterday by Mr. Lessard, the Federal Minister of DREE, 

when he indicated that there needs to be measures taken such as 

adjustments on a regional basis in taxation policy to allow more 

incentive for people, the business people in particular~to remain 

in the local area, that there T.·lOuld be more investment by the private 

sector in the various regions of Canada that are depressed regions, 

like the Atlantic region. It is going to take major kinds of aspects 

of this nature, policies of this nature.,to turn the economy around. 
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Mr. Lundrigan. 

I believe, Hr. Speaker, the member is quite aware, as a former 

minister I ~elieve of Economic Development - or was he an adviser 

in that field,or did he ~..rork in this field ~vith his former 

administration? - that it is going to take much more than the 

particular measures that we have in the budget to achieve the 

kinds of economic growth that will take up the slack in our 

labour force. And I think that we, as as Province, alone by itself, 

do not have the mechanism and certainly do not have the financial 

strength to·be able to offset the very critical unemployment problem 

that we have in the Province. 

HR. NOLAl'l: A supplementary. 

MR.SPEAKER: A supplementary. 

'MR. NOLAN: Surely the minister must agree that 

if he is loaning out certain amounts of money each year, it must 

be predicated on the creation of certain jobs. I understood that that 

was the reason for the loan in the first place. vfuat I am trying to 

find out at the moment is - I mean,we no~J have a new resettlement 

programme in this Province. Rathe~ than from the islands in Placentia 

. Bay, it is to Halifax, Alberta, Toronto and so on. So if you have 

$4 million you are going to loan out this year under various rural 

development schemes - some of the projects that I know of,by the way, 

and others that are coming up could be very, very good. I am not 

disputing that- but I am trying to put a figure on it because students 

coming out of school, as I am sure the ministers here are aware, are asking 

questions, Where are we going to find employment? I get it as well 

as the minister. 

XR. SPEAKER: The han. minister. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: Hr. Speaker, I did not really get a specific 

~uestion. It was more of a commentary, and I will sort of take notice 

of that and give proper response when the estimates are up. Unfortunately, I 

vmuld like to ha"'le seventy-five hours for the estimates for my own department 

just to get in the debate. But just to respond, Mr. Speaker, it is 
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Hr. Lundrigna. 

h~possible for me - for example, let us take, we are budgeting 

$1.7 million for Rural Development Loans Authority .It is h~possible 

for me to indicate exactly what jobs will be created, because 

it is a progranune t:1at facilitates industrial or rural or \vhatever 

kind of development. It indicates, for example, that we are 

willing to lend at least this year $1.7 million if people qualify 

for loans in the area of development which has a resource base, and 

has a manufacturing aspect to it. We have also $800,000 for community 

projects. We have the minister with his programmes as well,and other 

ministers. But, for example under these programmes it depends on 

what projects come forward . , who wants assistance? It is entirely 

possible that that programme will be totally inadequate,the 

$1.7 million, that will have to come back to the government and 

look for more funds. It is also possible that these funds will not 

be used at all. 

So the government's position that it has taken 

is that its programmes are to facilitate, to assist the growth in the 

economy, not to assume the full responsibility for it. And if the 

member is suggesting that the government should really ignore the 

public sector and move in with the active kind of job creating programmes 

as the main method of eliminating the unempl9yment programme problem in this Province, · 

then it would require an entirely different approach than we are 

taking as a government. And maybe we need a more socialistic approach, 

but I do not think the government can afford it; I do not think the 

people need it. 

MR. :?..OBERTS: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

A supplementary. 

A supplementary. 

Mr. Speaker, the minister's answer is most interesting 

because, of course, it flies in the face of evert~ling ~vhich his 

colleagues have been saying in the budget speech~so we will certainly 

have a go at him in the debate. But my question, Sir, is this: Since the 

minister cannot tell us how many jobs were created or ~vill be created this 
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2'-Ir. Roberts. 

year as a result of the programmes which he administers in his 

own individualistic style,can he tell us how many jobs were 

created last year as a result of the programmes which he 

administers ? .. 
;/i._._A L,~,-

HR. <8PE~1. Yes, Hr. Speaker, I will be most delighted 

to give the House that information when the estimates are up, 

and I hope that we can create at least one more job than the 

Leader of the Opposition nmo! anticipates, because he is going 

to need one before this year is over. 

MR. ROBERTS: I can have the job of being the member 

for Grand Falls. 

MR. SPEAKER: I recognize the han. member for LaPoile and 

then the hon. gentle~.:an for Windsor - Buchans. 

HR. NEARY: My supplementary, Sir, is in connection with 

the job creation that is being referred to, but I think it is 

more appropriately directed to the Hinister of Social Services 

in connection with the announcement in the budget speech that there 

is going to be 1,000 new jobs created. Could the minister tell the 

House if plans have been finalized for these 1,000 new jobs, and 

if the list has been compiled , where the jobs will be created , 

what the projects are and so forth? Could the minister give us-an 

-
updating on this rather urgent matter? 

NR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Social Services. 

MR. BRETT: No, Mr. Speaker, the jobs have not been 

decided upon. The first round of meetings are being held this week as a 

matter of fact ~vith the directors. But we do not intend to 

start these jobs nmv and interfere ~vith the regular seasonal employment, 

the Summer months. It is hoped that some of them can get off the 

ground in Summer, but most of them would be in early Fall. 

HR. NEARY: Ah, ha! That is a new twist. 
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HR. • SPE.AKER : Time for one final question, the hon. member for 

Windsor-Buchans. 

NR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister 

~f Industrial 

'-.....___ "· 
Development. It appears that the -.;.;orkers at 

.... 

Waterford and Treasury Board have come to/ it; appears to have 

been agreement on a mediator and on terms of reference and my 

question, Sir, is if there is that agreement that a mediator 

is appointed and terms of reference agreed to~will the workers 

of Waterford Hospital, is there any indication that they wi11 

return to work during mediation or do they intend to stay off 

until the strike has been mediated? 

MR.. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Industrial and Rural 

Development. 

~~. LUNDRIGAN: It does not come under my jurisdiction so I would 

perha~s 

HR. FLIGHT:! addressed the 'finister of Hanpower. 

MF.. RO't<JE: Industrial Relations. 

MR • FLIGHT: Industrial Relations and Hanpower. 

MR. LilliDRIGAN: Oh, I am sorry. 

"'1R • ROBERTS: A re~l minister, not a temporary one. Come on, 

'Joe~ you know the answer. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order. 

HR.. HICKMAN: I just wanted to -

HR. ROBERTS: The Minister of Manpower is going to answer the 

question. 

HR. NEARY: \Vho is responsible for Waterford? 

The hon. Minister of Manpower and Industrial Relations. 

~r. Speaker, you kno"T I am not the '-finister of Industrial 

MR.. SPEA..-T<ER : 

~~R. ROUSSEAU: 

DevelOl?ment, I am the ~1inister of Industrial Relations. There is a 

difference. 

~-ffi. ROBERTS : If you ~.;ere the ~finis ter of Industrial Development ~ve 

~-muld be better off. 
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!'ffi. ROUSSEAU: But~ Mr. Speaker, I can only speak on my information 

thus far. ~y information was- and this is v_rhy the suggestion was 

made with binding arbitration in the first instance that work 

would resume - my understanding now is that no the unit at 

Waterford are not prepared to go back to work until they receive 

the report of the mediator. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR. • HI CIQ1AN: Motion seven. 

M~tion, the hon. Minister of Finance to 

introduce,a bill, " An Act To Amend The Newfoundland and Labrador 

~ydro (Loan and Guarantee Limitation) Act, 1975," (Bill No, 55). 

On motion, Bill No. 55, read a first 

time• 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister of Finance approached 

me, I presume he approached the hon. gentlemen in the Official 

Op?osition, to ask to have this bill put through the House 

today by leave. tVhile I am prepared to grant leave, Sir, personally, 

but in the meantL~e I would like to condemn the government for 

proceeding to borrow $30 million in their stupidity. They did 

not take a look at the Act. 

MR. ROBERTS: ·we were not going to do it without debating. 

MR. NEARY: No, no, not ~vithout debate, second reading. 

MR. ROBERTS: Could I say a word? 

~~. NEARY: Yes. Well I -

}fR. ROBERTS: Is the han. gentleman debating it or is he just 

MR.~ NEARY: No. ~o. I am giving my leave. I am giving lea,;e. 

You know as far as I am concerned the House can have leave to 

" d-ebate. 

MR . ROBE'\TS: Does the hon gentleman take longer to take leave 

than, say, Groucho Narx? 

~1R. l'TEARY: ~fr. Speaker -
HR. ,:JvuDY: You ~re not going to give it nm.,r. 

'1R. NEARY: No. ~o. I am going to refrain. 

~1R. ROBERTS: Pass that one on. 
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MR. NEARY: I am going to let that one slide by, Sir. I 

am going to refrain from that. 

MR. ROBERTS: I ~vill pay for it later, I know that, 

HR. NEARY: Yes, Yes. I will just let that one slide by, Sir, 

But in the meantime, Mr. Speaker, it is rather unfortunate that 

this situation has arisen, Now we find ourselves in a bind. The 

government are boxed in, They are in a corner, They are cornered 

like a rat. They have this $30 million waiting to get the 

signatures put on it. So I guess in the interest of trying to 

---save, trying to rescue the reputation, the credit rating of the 

Province, that is the only reason I am granting leave, I am not 

trying to get the government off the hook,but what an impact this 

would have in the international business world, in the financial 

world if we did not go ahead today and debate this and get 

this $30 million. Although I am going to have a fe,.; choice words 

to say about that too when ~.,e are debating the bill. 

~. SPEAKER: The hon, Leader of the Opposition, 

MR. ROBERTS: Well, Mr. Speaker -

A.L\1 HON MEMBER: ~lhat are you U)) on? 

MR. ROBERTS: I do not know what I am up on. I am up on the same 

point as my friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary), I try to make it as well. 

~- SPEAKER: Actually there is no motion before the Chair, The 

~"1.11 r.vas read a first time 8 I said,''When shall the bill be read a 

second time?" 

~1R. ROBERTS : Well it is one of these procedures that does not 

exist but it does exist all the time because I understand,as .. 
my friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) said,that the question is 

'i!hether be leave given to Q~., this bill to advance 

through all stages today , because it is a technical nroblem but 

I think a rather important ~ I understand that an issue has 

been contracted for and yet the legal opinions are that 

Hydro do not have authority to make the issue and therefnrP. ----there is ' a problem, 

"\lor.v I am prepared, for those of us on this 

side, \!r. Speaker, to consent to it ,,,ith one caveat. I have 
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Hr. Roberts: 

raised -the problem with the Minister of Finance~who was kind 

enough to consult me in advance, a problem abo'ut the effect of 

the bill. I am not sure that it does not go beyond what I 

understand to be necessary at this time. And the minister, I 

understand in turn,has undertaken to take this up with the law 

officers with a view to seeing 1vhat, if anything, ousht to be 

done. So I wonder if on that thing, on that ground, we could 

let it star.d because the House will be here this afternoon and 

tonight. And if we can get this result I am prepared to see it 

go ahead, and my friend for La.Poile (Hr. Neary) is prepared to 

see it go ahead. It ought to be debated but that will not take a long, 

long time. So can ,.,e just leave the matter in abeyance? !n other 

words,Your Honour's question of when shall this bill be read a 

second time, could that just stand in abeyance for an hour or t1vo 

and perhaps the House would then be in a position to answer Your 

Honour? That is what I -

~1R. SPEAKER: Presumably. 

SOME RON. }fEMBERS: Oh, oh ~ 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: lfuat I was going to suggest, Mr. Speaker, was that 

in ans1·1er to His Honour's question when shall this bill be read a 

second time? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR • HI CK1:-1'.AN : 

undertaking -

We lvill say presently -

Sooner or later. 

He would say presently by leave,but on the 

MR. ROBERTS: Leave has not been ~rantP.n1 

MR. HICIQ1AN: -wait no-.J, I know_ but on the undertaking that the 

bill would not be called for debate until this afternoon. 

HR. ROBERTS: Or on the undertak:!.ng - Well ~see the trouble is, 

:1r. Speaker, the \vords "presently by leave" imply that leave is 

granted. \fny do 1·7e not say tomorrm-1 in the normal way and then if 

there is leave granted it can come up this afternoon by leave. 

At this stage I am not prepared to see it go ahead until this 

.difficulty has been resolved. 
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HR. HICKHAN: Either v.1ay I just did not lvant to lose, to 

be caught this afternooP. lvith everybody agreeing and then not be 

able to bring it on. 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh but if it is - as I understand it, I mean, 
~ 

...___- T.ve could, you know, the mere fact we say now, tomorrmv, does not 

mean 1ve cannot later change our mind. I mean, you know 

MR. HICKH/I.lT: Okay. All right. 

SPEAKER : Yes, on a motion by the House Leader I cannot 

ee that that cannot be altered. Tomorrm.;? 

.MR.. HICKMAl~: On tomorror,.;. 

MR. ROBERTS: 'Bill' has told you about this problem? 

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, he is checking on it now. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

On motion that the House resolve itself into 

Committee of Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

'fR . CHAIR.MA.."T: (Nr. Young): Order, please. 

Head IX - Rehabilitation and Recreation. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Young) The han. Hinister of Rehabilitation 

and Recreation. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman,in rising to introduce the estimates 

for the Department of Rehabilitation and Recreation,I will not take 

too much of the Committee's time other than to point our a few 

of the areas with ~vhich the department is involved. \ ~s hon. 

members know the department was established in 1973, and one of the 

main reasons for the establishment of the separate department was 

the government's firm conviction that greater attention should be 

paid to the rehabilitative needs and all its facets, and of course, 

the other arm of the department, t1J.e recreation arm.,l·.ras combined with 

rehabilitation at that time. 

The department, ~1r. Chairman, is responsible for 

the vocation rehabilitation of disabled persons~which is a very 

i mportant division. It is also responsible for the Alcohol and 

Drug Addiction Foundation, _and I am sure hon. members will be making 

comments on that as l>e go along. And our estimates this year reflects 
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Nr . H. Collins : 

government's concern about the problem proposed by the over-use 

of alcohol. \.Je have just about doubled our vote, our grant to 

the Alcohol and Drug Foundation people . He have got a vote in 

the estimates, t here is only $50,000 in it now, but that is because 

~ve do not knmv what the final cost will be , but \ve are connnitted 

to the establishment of a detoxification centre on a pilot project 

in the city, the establishment of '"hieh, please goodness ;tv ill take 

place this year . 

Hr . Chairman, the department is also responsible 

for the Direct Home Service Programme ~o1hich is really 

• 
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Mr. Collins. 

a ne~·l departure from anything which has been done in the past. 

We have got a good programme going in St. John 1 s,which ~Jas 

a pilot project for a period. \ile have nm,z extended that service 

whereby we provide services to the mentally handicapped, and th.e 

physically handicapped, mainly mentally handicapped people. We 

are extending that programme - or ~ole have extended it to Corner Brook, 

and also to the Conception Bay area. I think it is in Carbonear
1 

th~ office is in Carbonear, but that office does render services 

to all of the region of Conception Bay. We are also responsible 

for the homes for the aged, and we are very proud of our record 

in this particular field. I am sure han. members must be too. Our 

estimates this year, for instance, show an increase of 60 per cent. 

That is what we have gone from $10,000 to $16,000 for the care of the 

aged in this present financial year. Last year there were new homes 

opened at Stephenville Crossing, and at St. Anthony as ~•ell as an 

extension to the Salvation Army home here in St. John's. New homes 

are scheduleJ to be opened this year in Bonavista and in Springdale, 

and as ~vella ne~v 192 bed home in St. John's during the next few 

months. 

Since 1971, Mr. Chairman, the number of people 

being cared for has increased - that is in the homes for the aged -

the number of people being cared for has increased from 1,100 to 

3,300 in this present fiscal year. The department also operates 

Hayles Home, the Hillview Lodge and Harbour Lodge, those three institutions 

caring for a total of 550 people that require a fa~rly high level 

of nursing care. And I would like at this time to pay tribute to the 

staff in those homes , because in the Hayles Home and the Hillview Lodge 

and Harbour Lodge, han. members ~olho have visited those institutions 

I am sure must be impressed with the dedication and the talents of the staffs· 

in those places and the great job which they are doing. 
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Mr. Collins. 

We also operate the homes for mentally handicapped 

children. Number one, I suppose, that comes to people's minds is 

the Exon House over here. I am not sure that I like the term, 

Exon House, and we are giving some consideration to - not necessarily 

finding another name, but possibly putting a street address on it or 

something, because Exon House does, in my opinion, to me- I will not 

say what I was going to say, but the name I think should disappear. 

MR. NEARY: 
{/ 

}fR. }fOLLINS: 
{ 

I think you should carry on the name. 

~es, we are looking into that. But the name 

itself, Hr. Chairman, we are looking at it to see what the possibilities 

might be .in putting a street address on it. We have resolved 

in Exon House to change the direction of care in that particular 

institution. ifhenever any changes are brought about or any attempt 

to make changes, it always means that the human beings~which 1ve are, 

a lot of people object at times, But the decision was taken on the 

best advice we could get from the Canadian Association for the 

Retarted and also in consultation ~-lith child psychologists in Nev1foundland. 

The decision was taken that Exon House, the activity there, should be 

turned around to try and turn it into a training institution as opposed 

to a treatment institution. And when we did make that decision 

there was some rearranging of guests. I do not like to call them 

patients. There was some rearrangement of guests whereby some of the 

children ~•ho were at the Children's Home on \~ater Street were moved 

to Exon House, those who we thought were trainable, and some of the 

children who >·lere at Exon House, and who in the opinion of the professionals 

were not capable of absorbing any training,were moved to the 
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NR. COT~LE-IS: r.hildren' s Rome. So ~ve have the r:::hildren' s Horne 

nmv as a treatment center and Exon Eouse as a training center. 

}~. ?'lTPJ'HY : It is an exchange. 

NR. COLLETS: It is an exchange "lJut one which will permit us . to 

train some of those people. A lot of those DAople, Mr. Chairman, 

mainly c:,.ildren of course, a lot of those ch:i.ldren can be trained 

to some degree, varying degrees naturally. If a child can be· 

trained if only to be able to use the bathroom, at least that 

is ~vorth-while; if they can be trained to be able to feed themselves, 

that is worth-while, All of them,I would suspect and suggest,have 

varying degrees of absorbing training,but in our opinion they 

should be trained to Hhatever abilities they l'.ave. 

That is a pretty t~Jing process,because as I said, Mr. Chairman, 

we are changing the direction in that home and we are getting a 

lot of co-operation from the people there. He are going to have 

to modify our approach on a dav to day basis,no doubt~to make 

sure that '"hat rtJe are trying to do is done in the best possible 

\vay. And han. members Hill recall that only a couple of weeks 

ago it v7as announced by the Premier in this House that T.Ve Here 

bringing in a team of people from the Canadian Association for the 

1>-1entally Petarded from their institute in Toronto to ta!ce a 

look at the Exon Fouse facility, take a look at the programmes 

vlhich are in place dorm there,and assess the effectivness of these 

programmes and let us have the benefit of their vieNs-and they 

are very knowledgeable in this field- let us have the benefit of 

their views as to the standards which '·!e have,make- recommendations 

to us in terms of what they think we should be doing,and they 

have also told us that in the event vle need them to stay on and 

assist us in putting the proper training programmes into place 

thev -.:vill do that. The neonle from t)1at institute are very 
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knowledgeable of this tyYJe, of this apnroach to 

young mentally handica]Jned neonle. ':'hey have done a considerable 

amount of ,.;or~ all across Canada in tlte various nrovinces and r.re 

are looking forw·ard to their in]Jut. I might say that the advance 

the first contact has been made~ One gentleman~his name - I cannot 

think of his name nmr- but this gentleman came in from the 

institute last r.veek. He has had meetings '·lith the officials in 

the denartment and he has also been over at Exon House and the 

remainder of the team ~vill be coming in in a matter of days and 

~v-e are looking fonrard their advice and their input and their 

assistance. 

He also operate the training schools, !'fr. Chairman, at Hhitbourne 

and St. John's, three schools in all which provide rehabilitative 

programmes for ~elinquent children. There are a hundred children~ 

I am told.,under the care of these schools. And here again I am sure 

if hon. members have visited them - I did visit all of these 

institutions nrior to Christman, I have not had an opportunity to 

see them since, but I was more than imnressed ~.;ith the H-ay things 

Here done, TNith the dedication of the staff, and the tremendous 

'vork which those people are doing. 

Hr. Chairman, the other arm of the department deals r.-:ith 

recreation and sports services . I might say for the information 

of han. members that during the oast fiscal year grants ~-;ere made 

to four hundred community recreational projects ~.;ith a total 

cost of $2.5 million.In this year that amount has been increased 

to $3.5 million, $2.6 million of -,;.;hich of course hzs been committed 

as our portion in the ongoing programme for this year. The Summer 

Games., as ''e all know, T,;as one of the major events to have taken place 

in ~IeHfoundland.,was co-hosted by Corner Broolr_ and Stephenville~Hhic!-1 

TATas sponsored by the department. Those games, ~-(r. Chairman, involved 

one thousand athletes in final co~netitions, it involved about about 

four thousand in terms of regional playoffs.And hon.menbers are now 

arN"are of course that in 1978 mv denartment r.7ill 
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'1R. H. COLLINS: sponsor the Newfoundland Winter Games in 

Central Nelvfoundland Hhich is to be co-hosted by the towns 

of Grand Falls and Gander, And I am told that that would 

involve a similar number of athletes and approximately sixteen 

different sports. 

Mr. Chairman, as I have said on 

past occasions, ~..re are very proud of our record in the past 

few years in terms of the advances which ~,;re have made 

in recreation in Newfoundland, We now have approximately 

thirty stadiums in the Province 'and twenty indoor swimming 

pools and there are literally hundreds of other types of 

facilities such as soccer pitches and softball diamonds and 

playgrounds, outdoor rinks, and so on \v-hich have been built 

largely with the assistance of the Department of Recreation, 

Probably the major event in sports 

ever to ever to t·ake place in Newfoundland will occur this 

-
Summer when wiLh the Canada Summer Games we will see somewhere .. 
in the order of 3,000 athletes coming to St, John's from all 

over Canada and those athletes 1;..rill be participating again 

in approximately - somewhere between fifteen and twenty 

different sports. With the facilities which are being 

provided by the City of St. John's, with considerable assistance 

from the Provincial Government, everybody I am sure in 

Newfoundland are looking forward to a happy Summer. 

HR. LUSH: How much has the Province put into the Summer Games or 

will put into the Summer Games~ 

~1R. H. COLLINS: I do not know if I have it or not. I will 

certainly get the information. But we are looking forward 

to the Canada Slli~er Games. The city,through their committee 

which they have established, they have been doing a tremendous 

job there and we are hoping that some of our NeTN"foundland 

athletes who have been preparing for a period of time nmv- will 

be able to give a good account of themselves. 
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~. H •. COLLINS: I might mention, ~r. Chairman, also that 

not too long ago, about three or four weeks ago the first 

recreation conference ever to take place in Labrador 

was held at H2ppy Valley. The conference was attended 

by approximately 100 delegates from all over the Coast of 

Labrador~ ~,could not get in there myself, I spent about 

three hours at Torbay Airport·,and I do not ~,rant to be nasty 

about St. John 1 s lV'eather or anything else,but I am sure it 

is obvious to everybody v7hy I could not make it. But some 

NM- 2 

of the officials, the advance·- guard had gone in, and I must say 

that those people did a tremendous job. 

The 100 delegates were flown in from 

various parts of the Coast. They were tickled to death, very 

enthused. I am sure the han. member for Naskaupi will tell 

us and they have come up with a lot of recommendations which 

the department are putti~g toQether now in the final stages • 

. ~other, not a conference on that level,but further meetings 

lV'ill be held in Labrador to some extent with the individual 

bodies. 'We 'will probably get them together in groups if we can, 

but on 'the basis of the conference, the recommendations and 

suggestions which those people had, they have all been put 

together and our people ~vill be going back again to outline 

to the people in Labrador the various programmes, hmv best 

they can take advantage of them,etc. 

We are very encouraged by that because 1as 

we all know, particularly on the Coast of Labrador, very little 

has been done, minimal facilities are available for the people 

to be able to participate in anything in recreation~and I believe 

that it is most important that we follow through with that. 

I might say also, Mr. Chairman, that we have 

a conference planned- Newfoundland and Labrador Conference,this is 

a conference on fitness which will be taking place some time this 
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MR . H. COLLi dS: Fal l , hopef ul l y i n October, i t migh t be 

November, but certainly in the Fall. We put together a 

group two or three months ago I suppose now, from the Deoartment 

of Education, the Department of Health, the Department of 

Rehabilitation and Recreation and people from the University, 

and SOI!le federal people are involved also, to give us some 

advice as to the best direction to take for the conference. 

And it was suggested that before the conference took place 

we should be in a positin to have determine the state of 

the phsyical fitness of 
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Newfoundlanders. And Hemorial University - I am sure it is 

Nemorial - have undertaken a survey to be able to indicate to us 

the state of the fitness of Newfoundlanders. And I expect that 

';vhen we see that report we are all going to be terribly shocked, 

because I suppose if there is any group of people anywhere 

in the Western World who need to do more in terms of physical 

fitness, it must be Newfoundlanders. That derives possibly 

for a lot of reasons. IJe have never had the facilities, so a lot 

of people will say, I am not sure that that is all that important. 

But may~e 'because of our climate and other things we have not 

really kept in shape. And I am very interested in that aspect 

because I believe ';vhen we talk about health, when we talk 

about recreation or whatever, I think it all comes back to fitness. 

And we have got to find ways and means, once ';ve can identify 

what the problems are, w·hich this team will do once we have done 

that we have got to find ways and means whereby we can better 

utilize the facilities which we now have, because the provision of 

those facilities is very expensive. And as we go down the road 

there is going to be more and more competition for the provincial 

dollars, so that what they have in place now has got to be utilized 

to a greater extent. For instance, we cannot afford to have expensive 

gymnasiums in a lot of schools across Newfoundland being used only 

sometimes maybe for one or two hours a day. We have got to find some 

ways to change that. 

I know that a number of school boards across the 

Province are beginning to co-operate to a greater extent with us and 

with various sports groups. There is still a lot of work to be 

done there, but I am sure ';ve can do that, and the same applies, I think, 

Mr. Cnairman, in terms of hockey stadiums or whatever. Granted those 

facilities must be used~and athletes who have something to give in terms 

of being experts, of being - not professionaJs- real top athletes, naturally, 

we have to give them the opportunity to show their best. But I believe 
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also that there is a responsibility on all of our parts that 

the facilities are made available to anyone who wants to go , just 

general skating or whatever it might be. I am sure that we can 

arrange - we can arrive at some way to bring about a better 

arrangement than \ve have now, and that will be the purpose of the 

conference.As I said, number one, when we go into the conference 

we will know, please goodness, \vhat the problems are) where they are; 

and then try to find \vays and means to cope with them. 

The department, Hr. Chairman, is also responsible 

for youth services such as the 4- H Clubs. And we make grants 

to Girl Guides and Boy Scouts, boys clubs, cadets, church sponsored 

groups, etc. And, of course, there is also a considerable number of 

grants made to private agencies such as the VON, the Canadian Paraplegic 

Association, the Association for the Aging , Big Brothers, etc. 

All in all, Mr. Chairman, a great number of areas, with youth, and 

with different organizations involved in youth, all of the professional 

sports bodies. And, as I said, we are very proud of our record 

in recreation, and sometimes a lot of people feel that money spent 

in recreation is not all that important, possibly not well-spent, 

but I am convinced- and I think the federal government are coming 

around to our point of view, too, by virture of the fact that they have 

established a department of fitness in sports- and that is that 

we have to find ways and means of not only making it possible for 

our young athletes to participate in organized sports, but also we 

must become more fit if we are ever going to get any control over 

our escalating health costs and all of the other implications. 

Are the twenty minutes up? I 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The han. member for Windosr - Bucl"lans. 

FLIGHT: Thank you, ~'lr. Chairman. 

61.34 



~ay 5, 1977 Tape No, 2194 ~f- 1 

~. FLIGHT: Some of the last lines the minister used there, 

that there are people who believe that the money spent in 

recreation and rehabilitation is not well spent, I could not 

disagree with that more, I think that the money spent 

in recreation and rehabilitation is well spent,and I think 

the problem is there is not enough being spent, 

Now, Mr, Chairman, I w·ant to start with 

Exon House. And it is time, ~1r, Chairman, that the administration 

would come clean on Exon House, Now it is one thing for the 

Premier or the Cabinet to suggest that they are bringing in 

some consultants,and to take a look at the system and the way 

Exon House is operated, to make recommendations and these 

changes will be made.:.- that is one thing and that is admirable -

but what has left a bad taste in people's moutrs in this Province, 

Mr. Chairman, is that there ~vas child abuse in that hospital 1 and 

all the consultants in ~~~foundland are not going to wipe that 

away. People ~re gq,ing to demand,and rightly so, that if there 

was child abuse it is not as a result of the system under which 

the hospital runs, it is not a result of the facilities available 

or nothing, it can only be traced to the attitude of the people 

who work in that hospital, And, ~fr. Chairman, this type of 

thing does not hurt until it gets close to home. 

We had a tragic accident at the Haterford 

Hospital. The patient escaped and presrnnably drowned. ~m-1, 

Hr. ChaiTI!I..a.n, as I sit in my seat here and listen to the ~inister 

of Finance giving the statement as he knew it and as he been 

advised, although being concerned in that sense " the way every 

member of the House 1·7as concerned ,I did not feel personally 

attached tvpe of thing or personally affected, just in the 

same sense that everybody else felt about a terrible tragedy. But I 

arrived back in Buchans, ~1r. Chairman, and found out that that 
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MR. FLIGHT: young man was from Buchans and suddenly the 

whole thing changed. The problem is, Mr. Chairman, that the 

people ~vho are most effected are the people who are hurt. And 

there are people all over this Island ~vho have got relatives, 

children in that hospital,and they are Hondering today as 

to ~vhether or not it was their child who was abused. And, 

Mr. Chairman, I suggest to the government that it will not 

be enough,a report from a consulting firm saying that Exon 

House is well run, that we recommend this change and that 

change,will not be accepted.And I doubt very much if the 

Opposition or the media or anybody else in Newfoundland will 

rest until the government cbmes clean as to whether or not 

there was child abuse, what brought on the abuse~and what 

action has been taken against the people, whether it is through 

administration, all the way down the line, ~!r. Chairman. 

If anyone in that institution i~ i~ 

any way responsible for child abuse should be fired. Clean them 

out every one of them. And that is not an unreasonable request, 

Mr. Chairman. 

I am afraid, and there are other people 

in this Province afraid,that we are seeing the old red herring 

trick with regard to Exon House, with regard to the child abuse. 

The main recommendation and the main concern of the nurses when 

they first broached goverrment was child abuse. It was not with 

regard to the facilities or regard to the shifts or regards to 

the Harking conditions, it was that they had seen, witnessed 

child abuse. That was the concern. And the Premier comes in 

to take everybody off the hook, stands up and makes a great 

statement that we are going to bring in consultants, we are going 

to look at the \vhole operation., now that He knmv what the problem 

is 1-1e intend to correct it. 

Tf!ell, Mr. Chairman, the problem is child abuse, 
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~1R. VLIGRT: maltreatment of~in most cases,retarded children. 

HoH' low can you get l And this administration stands by and 

says that we are going to fix all the problems in Exon 

House by bringing in a team of consultants who can tell 

us w·hat is wrong and how to correct it, 

Mr. Chairman, justice ~vill not be 

done until it is~beyond any shadow of a doubt,indicated as 

l'TH - 3 

to whether or not there was child abuse, who was responsible, 

and until action is taken ·against the people responsible, And 

that applies to anybody in any office of any calibre of any 

station in Exon House. And when the minister stands up 

to speak agin I want to hear hL~ address himself to this 

situation in Exon House. I want to hear whether or not there 

is an investigation going on as to ':vho ~.;as responsible for the 

child abuse and what action has been taken. 

DR. J. COLLINS: 

MR. FLIGHT: 

DR. J. COLLINS: 

\-lould the han. member permit 

Yes. 

For the clarification of the House, would the han. 

member like to define ~vhat he means by child abuse: That term 

can have wide ranging meaning. Would you like to define what 

you mean by child abuse in this instance? 

MR. FLIGHT: The han, member has put his finger on the problem. 

~4ybe child abuse should be identified but my interpretation of 

the kind of child abuse that went on in that hospital was 

battered children. Children being struck, hit, battered. 

bruised. As a matter of fact,there was some very vivid 

descriptions in some of the local papers shortly after of 

incidents taking place in the hospital and how - I am not going 

to go into the details. That is un to the administration to 

determine and they have not done it yet. 
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~fr. Flight. 

It is up to the Hinister of Recreation and Rehabilitation to 

determine to what e..xtent there was child abuse, exactly ·.;hat the 

child abuse >vas, by whom was it perpetrated, and what action 

is going to be taken to the people by his administration to, number one, 

to make sure it never happens again, and number two, to see that the 

people responsible are punished. Because, Mr.Chairman, in my opinion 

if child abuse is proven that is criminal. And people who are 

prepared to work in an institution like Exon House,certainly nobody 

in that House should be permitted to continue to work there if they 

have the type of personality that would lend itself to the battering 

or maltreatment of children . 

I am quoting from some of the local media, 

Mr. Chairman, and I would hope the minister when he stands up 

~·70uld address himself to it. My problem, Sir, is that I do not 

think that the original charge, the child abuse charge, has got the 

kind of coverage , has got the kind of attention that it should have 

had. I believe that when the nurses came and made recommendations - the 

original charges to Recreation.- it was based on that, maltreatment 

and abuse of patients in that hospital~ And I believe the administration's 

approach was simply a case - they realized the error; they realized 

what was happening, and they realized that what they had allowed to 

happen for something like eight months. Imagine an administration having 

in their possession recommendations from the Nurses Association that 

there was child abuse going on in a hospital that they were responsible 

for, and something like eight months being allowed to elapse and not 

even an investigation! How callous can you get? 

And, }1r. Chairman, if I appear to be over-dramatizing 

here- I realize. I agree with the minister. I used the word batter. 

That is an ugly word to use. }!aybe it \vas a bad choice of uords, but 

I am simply trying to put into perspective the feelings of the people 

in thig 'P'!'C'ViTIC~ • 
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They are not basically concerned. We have to assume that Exon House 

has been run up until nov7 - it has been run by this goverrnnent - \ve 

have to assume that the facilities and that the programmes and 

that the calibre of people working there knew what they were doing. 

Hy Lord, we do not need people to come in from the Hainland or · from 

any other institutions and tell us how to improve that facility. We 

have to assume that it vms being run the way one would expect a 

home for retarded children to be run. The fact is 3and the 

inescapable fact is that this thing came about by the known,proven, 

abuse, maltreatment of children, and that is the issue that has gotten 

the least attention. That is the issue, Mr. Chairman, that I want1 

and the members on this side of the House want,and the general 

public of Newfoundland ~·;ant, particularly people who have children 

in that hospital or relatives_ and they are scattered all over this 

Island ·:.- and · if the minister, when he stands up to speak, does not 

address himself to that specific issue - never mind the issue about 

what we are going to do to improve the calibre and the ~.Jay of life 

and the services of Exon House--l want the minister to address himself 

exclusively to the charge of child abuse and maltreatment. And 

if necessary I want tabled in this House who it was who was abused , 

what children were abused and 1vho abused them and hmv it could happen 

in a system like this? And why it would take seven months after it 

was first brought to the attention of the administration, why it would 

take seven months to have any action taken or to have it considered? 

That is probably enough on Exon House, Mr. Chairman, but that is not 

all that is going to be heard on Exon House. I look forward to the 

oninister ~•hen he addresses himself to child abuse. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I notice in one of the subheads 

that the minister has allocated $10,000 for alcohol counselling, I think. 

:-1r. Chairman, it is time for this House to recognize ~•hat alcohol is 

doing to the young people of this Province. One of the most honourable, 
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Hr. Flight. 

noteworthy ·crusades being carried on in this country in my 

mind today is that crusade being carried on by the Han. Jim McGrath 

against liquor, drugs - advertising as it affects children. 

Now, Hr. Chainnan, 

.. 
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Xr. Fli~ there is no question in this world that young people 

are affected and impressed by T.V. advertising. I smoke. I should 

not,but I do. Right now I have an eight year old son and every 

time I take my cigarettes out of my pocket this past four years 

he has attempted to try and stop me. ! tell you he has helped me 

cut down on smoking. And the only reason is because it is go~ 

to him day after day, after day, after day, after day, the anti-
' 

smoking ads on T.V. Now, Mr. Chairman, if that affects the children 

that way then I assure you that when they see,an eight, nine, ten 

eleven year old child sees on T.V.a bottle of Holson's or India 

between periods in a hockey game, and the advertisement says "We 

are not saying our beer ~.;rill make you better looking. He are not 

saying it ~.;rill make you virile, we are not saying it will make you 

get more \vomen, but ~.;re a;:-e saying, you know, we have the best beer 

in the ~>70rld. 11 And the implication is 1
1lf you want to be Hith it, 

if you want to be a man then you better drink beer." And it is 

~.;rorking, Hr. Chairman. He lowered the drinking age in this Province 

to nineteen recently,in the last two or three years. And I ar.1. 

told by clergymen, by organizational workers, the various organizations 

that sponsors youth dances, and this type of thing that alcohol is 

the biggest problem being experienced by them today. 

Nmv-, Mr. Chairman, it is one thing if the minister~ 

or if this Province, and I do not know if the control is completely 

~>1ithin the jurisdiction of the Provincial Government, but let ·~:s 

do something else, let us turn it around, Hr. Chairman; instead 

of advertising showing them how beautiful it is to drink beer,let 

us slap the cameras, let us put the cameras on some man who comes 

home loaded drunk at bvelve o'clock tonight and beats up the family 

and thrm·lS the T.V. through the >vindO\v. Let us pick out the homes 

in ~Te,.;foundland and show them that sicle of drinking. Let us take them 

and shm·.T then the destitute, the Harbour Lights dm-m on \·Tater Street, 

show them the results of the drinking. ~le are taking the people of 

::IeHfoundland, \ve are making $15 million, $16 million, $17 million a 

year by pushing liquor in every r..ray T,;e can on t:·,em, and ~.;e a!."e allovTing 
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Xr. Flight: 

a measly $10 million a year for the rehabilitation,for counseling 

on alcohol, $100,000 there for drug and alcohol addiction, but 

alcohol costing $10,000 is the subhead. 

Hr. Chairman,the Federal government had the 

nerve, it was rough politically, but finally they '\vere convinced 

to put on the cigarette packs that.smoking is injurious to your 

health. Hell then I ask the minister why '\Ve cannot, probably 

Ccnsumer Affairs vJOuld be the proper minister, 'tvhy we cannot have 

stamped right on the label on the bottle of beer or hard liquor 

that~This is injurious to your health. The biggest health hazard 

in Canada today, Hr. Chairman, is the consumption of alcohol. r e 

are running the risk with the way we are pushing alcohol today 

in Newfoundland of having half our young people alcoholics before 

they reach the age of twenty-five. 

Now, Hr. Chairman, we will talk about the shape, 

the condition, the shape our young people are in. Hr. Chairman, it 

is time - There have been petitions presented in this House with 

regards to the closing of taverns and clubs on Sundays. Hell, 

Mr. Chairman, it is time also maybe for the Minister of Rehabilitation 

to avoid He will be rehabilitating - Some Minister of 

Rehabilitation will be rehabilitating ten years from now people 

who are fifteen and sixteen who are drinking liquor in this Province 

because it is so easily attainable, because '\Ve as thei~ leaders are 

telling them it is the proper thing to do, we are allowing the people 

who are making the money. You know I understand we have some money 

in those breweries dovm there. It is the local beer that I see 

advertised. I am not talking about - The minister can stand up 

and say, Oh we cannot control national advertising. India Beer is 

not being advertised nationally. Blue Star is not being advertised 

nationally. Dominion is not being advertised nationally. Screech 

may be advertised nationally,but it is brewed here so I think it is 

time for us to meet our responsibilities and try to cut back on 

the consumption of liquor in this Province,and the first place to 
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~ffi.. FLIGHT: cut back is to clamp dow~ on the kind of advertising 

that ~ve are permitting in this Province. 

Mr. Chairman, some time ago there was a very 

tragic accident 
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.:T_ • FL I GBT : in ~;e~·r-Foundlanc'!, ,,re sar,r a fire at an Olcl Age Home. It 

~vas a tr<'lf-e~y beyond cescription. ':'here Pas at that tirre ,after the 

tragedy, there T>J.?.s an inc1.icati.on by govern:c.ent that an inspection \vould 

be carried out and certain standarc1s imposed on all ho~,es in 

Newfoundland,both private and government run~with regard to safety 

standards to ensure that this type of accident, this type of 

tragedy would never occur again. 

Now, sinr.e the initial statements by government 

following right on the heels of t~e tragedy I have not heard 

myself - ~aybe so~ebody else have and the minister can indicate 

1v-hat steps he have taken - but I have not hearc1 a word as to 

lvhether there is an ongoing programrn.e, whether the facilities 

of these homes have been upgraded, whether the fire protection 

necessary has been installerl. I knoT.,- the Ner.vfouncland Hotel 

had to instalJ so~_e sprinklers OT' sane lvarninl! syste!"s. But haT,.;r 

about the senior citizens homes sprinkled across this Province. 

Are you indeed following through Hith the programme annotmced 

by your administration? 

Can Nerqfoundland feel safe now that all the senior 

citizens homes in Newfoundland have either been upgradec1 to a 

point where there is no fire hazard or that the work is ongoing 

or has anything been done? If the minister 't-TOuld address 

himself - yes the hon. I!'.e!l'.ber for Burin indicated that it is too 

bad that 1;-7e have to lose lives to get action and that is becoming 

all the more, that is becomin.g more and more significant;Yr. ChairF.an, 

over the past fe\•7 years in this urovince. ~-fore and rn.ore we have 

incidents.I just referred to Haterford. That tragic accident a feF 

days ago in TJaterford probably had more to do with the bringing: about of 

the soluti·~·n He are see in~ nOT·7 than anytr.ing else. But :i_t took a Cleath. 

It '"CIOJ<- 2 lot of c1eaths to n-et th.e tvne of action ''e are suppnsec1 

to have been ~ett:i.na but r,;e do not know if vie are getting or not 

iD the case of thP senior citizens~ ro~ese So again I ~·mule J H·e 

the l"linister to acdr.ess :Ci~self to Fhat e~:act}y :i.S r. appenin~ idth 
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~<"P .• FLICHT: regar-=.s to, particula:.--l:r ~·7ith the safety aspect, Hith 

the safety precautions being taken in the senior citizens homes of 

the province. 

~o~,·. }<r. ChairT".an, the minister m.entioneC. Sui!U"!ler 

· Games, in t~1~ :-ecreation aspect. Sut"':I!'.er Garres. A few cl.ays ago~ 

l''r. Chairman, a r.1eek or two ago 1:ve ·Hent through a debate here 

and the debate Has based on Labrador; Hhy the feeling in 

Labrador is Hhat we have today in this province? r.Thy the 

feeling of anti-Newfoundland ,that ~,7e are not concernecl about 

them. 1ffiy? Hr. Chairman, when one realizes that the 

Summer Games had been avrarced to the Labrador rity -I·Tabusb 

area and this administration just took them a~·ray from. them, 

and put it in Grand Falls and Gander 

}'~.. H. COLLINS : I vdll !!ive tbe facts \•Then :r: snea1( . 

~-~.FLIGHT: The minister 1-ri 11 ,l?ive the facts \•Then he 

·' 

the minister ~v-ill give t1-:e facts. I remember CBr open line - the 

CBC Here and Now show where the people, the people that I 

listened to were the people involved, the people involved with 

the prograll1II'e Hho had dor:e all the groundwork, who had 

asked that the .~ames be provided in Labrador City. Apparently 

everybody concerned was - all indications were the games would 

be held in t.Jabush-Labrador City. Sucidenly the people concerned 

in Labrador, the peo:Jle, the orp.:anizers were told that the gai!les 

r.rould he in Grand Falls. Novr the minister can C!eny that if he 

wants. But in denying it he is going to have to dc.spute the r.vord, 

not my vrord, the word of the people in L3.brado::- City and H~bush, 

who told all Nevrfoundland that they had the ~ui!!Iller ~ai!les ar.d 

that they •.-ranted. the Summer Games and had the facj_lities and had 

done the organization work. 

~-'P .CF.t>.P'.E.Al·T: Order please. 

So Fhen he denies that -

!<;:/.FLIGHT: So the ~.inister can - I 'l:·:rould appreci_ate it if t, e 

next time he speaks he v7oulrl ans'lver sor.<e of the noints th<J.t I llave 

raised here Nr. Chairman. 
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Nr. Chairman, I thank the hon. C-hairman for recognizing me. 

~ Chairman, reallv the ciost important, I sup9ose, as~ect of this 

''department is the philosonhy behind the department. That is the 

most important thing, Sir. It is the 1:ind of department that you 

have to continually keep a watchful eye on. You have to keep up to 

date on things. You cannot afford to slacken off on that particular 

department at all. And I believe, Hr. Chairman, that th~ 1-1eakness of 

this deuartment is in the minister himself, that the minister is 

incompetent of running this department. This denartment, Sir, is under 

the r~inister of Health at the present time due to restructuring. Tflhen 

restructuring was done shortly after the ~foores administration formed 

the government of this Province~ they carried out a restructuring 

programme changing various and sundry government departments that \.ras 

suuposed to be the salvation of ~Tewfoundland. ~.J'e have not heard a 

sound, not a peep about restructuring since. It increased the number of -

I beg your nardon? . ' 
Mll,. LUSH: Was there evPr a full-fledped minister? 

MR. N'EARY: Yes there ~.,as. 

t-IF_. L FSH: Not in this session. 

>.fR • ~TEARY : No, not in this session. There ~vas a full-fledged minister 

at one time. But no"t-1 we have an acting minister. ~-le have a minister who 

covers tr.ro departments. And even in the portfolio to ~vhich that hon. 

~entleman is resnonsible, the Department of Health, the ~on. gentleman has 

shied a"t-Jay, from his resnonsibilities. So ~vhat ~·muld you expect the han. 

2entleman to do \·lith a portfolio that reall'r is probably - he probably 

loolr,s unon it as a bit of a nuisance to hir.1? And in the second place, 

: rr. Chairman, Recreation and Rehabilitation should not he in any Hay 

associated ,.,ith the Department of Health. It should not. It should not 

co~e under tl-te '·~inister of Eealth. T':ere is a tendency to run the ir,stitutio~s 

more like hospitals than rehabilitative institutions. 

"r. r:hairman, I ha'(1nen to he the ninister resnonsible for part of 

that denartment for three and a half vears. I Has t'le one \vho introduced 
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the nane, rehabilitation, into the vocabulary of the TT'.inistry in this 

Province. 

MR. MORGAN: That is about all you did do. 

I changed the name of the Department of r,relfare, which Has 

demeaning, I changed it from the Department of r,relfare to the Depart

ment of Social Services and Rehabilitation. And then the adi!'.inistration, 

when they restructured themselves out of business to insulate them

selves from the ordinary people of this Province, they split the 

department. And that,in my opinion, was a mistake. They should not 

have split it. And, ~~r. Chairman, I paid very strict attention to 

1-1hat the han. gentleman \vas sayin~ about Exon House in the early part 

of his remarks, in the hon. gentleman's introductory remarks. And I 

got ne\vS for the han. gentleman, Sir. The han. gentleman had the face, 

the face of a robber's horse to stand uu and say the minister is changing 

t!le direction of Exon Fouse. Exon House 1·7as bought and purchased from 

the An~lican Orphanage Corporation o.f this Province to be used as a 

training institution. Does the hen. minister realize that? Do not try 

to come in this House and give us a snow job about changing the direction 

of the denartment. I was the one who signed the document. I negotiated 

with the Anglican Orphanage Corporation for the purchase of that building 

and spent over a million dollars renovating the building and getting it 

ready for mentally and physically handicapped children in this Province 

for a training instiution, not to be run as a hospital. ~nd •·Then I left 

the ministry on January 18, 1972 that was a training instition. 

~fr. Chairman, people have been sent- Doctor Stanley~~·<ho is one 

of the most outstanding men in his field of rehabilitation in Canada 

a ·hospital has been named after the gentleman over in St. John, ~Te1v 

P.runswic1z =came to this Province on a voluntary 1;,asis and gave us ,guidance 

and ~ave us the benefit of his exnerience and advice before we onened 

Exon Pause. Doctor Pottle, 

/ 
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HR. NEARY: Dr. Renouf she was at the time, nmv Dr. Brmm. 

had a special committee set up to advise us on how to run Exon House 

as a training institution .. And the han. minister will find in the 

files reports and reams of documents telling us the kind of a 

training programme that He should run in that institution. 

The minister will not find out anything ne~v from the people who 

are being brought in now as a result of the controversy at 

Exon Rouse. The minister will not find out anything that he did 

not know before because it is all in the files of the department. 

The trouble is, Sir, and it is not because I left, if I had stayed 

maybe it would have happened but I doubt it very much becau'se I 

was keeping a very close, a very watchful eye on Exon House because 

it happened to be my baby. Before that time, before Exon Rouse 

~.;as open~a lot of these kids vJere in homes and a lot of them r.vere 

up in the Children's Horne on \·later Street Hest. They were out 

in homes sometimes locked up in bedrooms, tied to bedsteads and 

everything else and they were brought in to be given some training. 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, if there is 

one thing that I am proud of in my lifetime,and I would thank God 

I was given the opportunity by the han. former Premier of this 

Province to use whatever ability I had in this regard, if it is 

one thing that I am proud of, Sir, it is the work that I did for 

the young people of this Province and for the senior citizens of 

this Province,because the programme that they are now carrying out 

in building senior citizens homes is the programme that I started 

~v-hen I was Hinister of Social Services. The adoption programme 

that they are following is one that I started. I think I could 

probably claim almost single-han~e~ - cash payment to people on 

Helfare instead of the voucher system, payment by cheques. The 

reforms 1·7ere absolutely fantastic, Sir, and dramatic in three 

and a half years. And if there is one thing that I am proud of, 

Sir, and I thank the hon. gentleman for giving me the opportunity 

to use whatever talents I had in this regard, is the work that I 

6148 



May 5, 1977 Tape 2199 JM - 2 

J:.fR. NEARY: did for the young people of this Province, right from 

ne1vborn babies right up to children Hho were sixteen years of age in 

the training homes cvho '\ve had to let go \·lhen they became sixteen 

years of age under the law. And so I do know wherein I speak, Sir. 

I think I do know a little about this subject and I think it is 

wrong, Mr. Chairman, and I do not care whose toes I walk on, but 

I think it is ~vrong to turn the controversy at Exon Rouse into a 

political issue. It is morally wrong, Sir. I do not think the 

situation~ as far as child abuse is concerned,I do not think the 

situation is quite as bad as it has been painted. There has been 

a gross exaggeration for whatever reason, Sir, I do not know, 

what the motives are I cannot say,but I will say this, Mr. Chairman, 

that I vmuld be very, very surprised and as a matter of fact I would 

be shocked to learn that children have been beaten and 

Exon House because I do not believe it. I do not think it is true. 

As a matter of fact I am sure it is not true. 

I think probably there is more truth to a little bit of a 

power_struggle that may be going on within that institution~directly resulting 

--- --

fro~ the l~ck of direction from the minister of that department, the minister 

responsible for that department. That is the reas,on for it, Sir. 

The low morale at Exon Rouse is the cause of the trouble, the low 

morale that is being brought about by a minister who has been 

completely ignorning the recommendations and the cries and the 

breakdown in cammunica:tions between the minister's department and 

Exon House by placing inco~petent in charge of the i~stitution 

who do not know how to deal with people, who do not know how to 

cope with the situation, who do not know how to get her back on 

the rails. She got off the rails after 1972 and the minister and 

the staff do not know ho1v to get her back on the rails. They allowed 

the institution to start being run like a hospital. The thing to 

do is to keep the children drugged, to keep them on tranquillizers, 

to keep them auiet so they would not be bothersome. 
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And the morale detoriated. Do hon. members not remember t':•70 years ago, 

three years ago in this hon. House I talked about the morale at Ex:on 

House. 

~R. J. C/1-R.TER: T,_ere is no need for shouting. 

~-~. NEAP.Y : Hr. Chairman, I am not shouting, :rr. Chairman. I ha?nen 

to be pretty mad about this situation. TI1e han. gentleman from St. John's 

North may not be interested but I can assure the han. gentleman that I 

am. And I think it is a shame, Sir, it is a shame the way the government 

and the minister has ignored institutions lH e Exon House and did not take 

a greater interest. That is the result of restructuring and taking tlcat 

particular branch of the Department of Social Services and Rehabilitation, 

of splitting it up and taking it a~·ray from that department. 

So it all gets hack, Vr. Chairman, to a mRtter of philosophy. lmd 

the hon. minister now finds himself ri~lct in the middle of a controversy 

that t~e han.. minister has not said too much about,like all other things, 

like t~e fisheries scandal, like the Faterford Hospital strike. The 

minister snled a~·-ray from it, ignored it, let his colleagues take the ran. 

~<"'hen is the trinister of Health going to stand up 'l.nd the :--anister of 

Rehabilitation and Recreation and take the responsibility and take the 

rap for the good or the bad of his departments. So, Mr. Chairman, I hone 

that steps 't·rill be taken to rectify this situation at F.xon Pause at an 

early a date as possible.,because as lon~ as the morale is bad over there 

and vou ha.ve this internal bickerin~ and power strur;gle, Hhatever it is 

that is goimz on, Sir, then the ones that 'tvill suffer -.:vill be the children. 

They mav not suffer l:>y being beaten, but thev 't-rill suffer in other Hays. 

psycologically. And thev r.d.ll not ~et that tender loving care that these 

~dds need. That is the irrportant thing, Sir. The ~1hole idea of Exon 

JiousP., Sir, >vas to run it as a training institution. And rqe moved as 

manv children as r.Je could froM the hoMe on Pater Street r.:est that could 

·l:e trained and brought c~ildren in from around the Province that cculd 
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~-~. "N'FARY: 

1:-le trained. />.s a matter of fact, Sir, the first children '~<7ho went out 

to sc~ool, Hho event out to a regular school , ~vent out from Exon Rouse 

under my administration. And then the minister tells us he is going to 

change the direction of Exon Fouse. Change the direction of it, my 

eyeball! 

Mr. Chairman, there are a number of other matters to ~vhich I 1:·72nt 

to refer. I 1:vant to refer to the minister's comments in connection ~vith 

the Summer Games. And I am not_ going to go back and rehash this scandal 

involved in the land transaction of the Summer Games that the Minister of 

Justice would not allow an inquiry to go ahead on in this Province. That 

is a mark, Sir. That is a dark cloud that Hill hang over the location of 

the Aq_uaren_a · forever and ever. I am talking about the scandal involving 

the nurchase of the land. Hr. Chairman, Hhat I r,Jant to find out from the 

minister is 1:-1hat is going to happen to all this propertv Hhen the Summer 

Games are over? There is a gigantic struggle ~oi:ng on at the moment 

between the recreation people, the City Council, }femorial University~of 

who is going to assume the responsibility for all these posh facilitie~. 

multi-million extravaganza that is being built. Hho is zoing to assume 

the responsibility for them? Is the Province going to take the responsibility 

for the -·Aquarena which is going to cost the people either of this 

Province or of this Citv a minimum of $300,000 a year to operate? 

Hill the government assume that deficit, assume that responsibility 

despite all the malarky that v.7e are hearing from the P.R. con TI'en, 

11 0h, it is going to be a great thing;, a beautiful thing for :re~vfoundland 

these fine facilities we are going to have after it is over~' I am told 

'·remorial University 1:vould not touch it ';·Jith a barge pole because it is 

going to cost too much. The City Council are now hacking a\·7ay from it. 

r.lho is going to end uP Hith t"lese facilities and Hho is <soin~ to nav for 

the deficit in the Aquarena and all the other facilities that ~ve have 

around, scattered around that rvill be a hanf!:over from the Summer r.:ames? 

''·Te sm·l the other night on television or in the ne~,rsnaDers, I think it Has 

t1:1e Heekerid the hanr:over from F.xno '0 7. 
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J:ir . :-Teary. 

I do not knoH' if han. gentleman read the comments of the various 

dignitaries and people in authority in the Province of Quebec and 

-
in Montreal in connection w·ith the Expo 6 7 facilities that were 

going to be built and, Oh what a great thing this 'tvas going to be 

for mankind and for Canada~ And today all you have got is a shambles, 

the buildings are falling down. And I say it is a good thing 

my han. friend, the member for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood),rescued 

a couple of these buildings and brought them to Newfoundland, the 

Czechoslovakian Pavilion and the Yugoslavian Pavilion. I know 

where the crockeryware ended up, down in Robin Hood Bay. That 

is some of the crockery ware I was talking about 1vher. I ~ut that 

question on the Order Paper. Otherwise these buildings would have 

been run down ~f they had not been brought to Newfoundland. 

They would have been run dmvn. And my han. friend was condemned, 

and criticized and beaten and browbeaten from one end of this Province 

to the other. And today you look at i.Jeekend and what do you see? 
.. 

You see buildings with the roofs fallen out of them, the doors hanging 

off, the windows hanging out over at Expo 67. And here we are 

with this __ _A.a_uarena over here. What is going to happen to that? 

Who is going to take it over and run it? It is an orphan. It is 

going to be an orphan. I can see it coming. The Minister of 

Rehabilitation does not want to touch it. The ~niversity does not 

want it, and the City Council does not want it, because it is going 

to be too expensive to operate, a minimum of $300,000 a year. So 

I will be interested to hear what the minister proposes to do about 

this problem. 

And then what about the Ferryland stadium? Mr. Chairman, 

we were told when Mr. Charlie Power \Vas a member of this House that 

the government had committed itself to a stadium for Fer~yland, and 

as far as I can learn, Sir, to the best of my knowledge, nothing has been 

done yet to fulfill that promise to the people of Ferryland and give them 
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Hr. Neary. 

their long overdue promised stadium. Hill it be bait, Sir, in the 

upcoming Ferryland election? Will it be held out~dangled as a 

carrot in front of the voters in Ferryland again? It is only after 

being an issue now in three elections on the Southern Shore - threel 

They used it in three elections, and I bet you a dollar that 

Charlie Pm-1er, and his crowd ~-1ill be back again dangling the carrot 

and saying, Oh, the big issue on the Southern Shore in Ferryland 

district is a staidum so that our young people can enjoy recreation 

facilities. Well, Sir, it ~-1as promised three years ago . Why is it 

not there? Why? The ~tinister of Finance knows why it is not there. 

I do not know if the Minister of Rehabilitation and Recreation knm-1s 

why it is not there. But maybe the bulldozers ~vill move in now as 

soon as the by-election is called, if it is ever called. It may be a 

good thing to have a by-election, ana ther by-election. r1ayb e the 

third time will be lucky. Maybe the third time round, Sir, they "YTill 

get their stadium. They have not gotten it yet, and I want to hear 

what the minister has to say about that promise, and that commitment. 

Another matter, ~tr. Chairman, that I want to 

hear the han. gentleman comment on is a matter that has bothered 

me for some time, and that is forcing people w'ho go into senior 

citizens' homes with a few dollars in the bank, forcing them, Sir, 

to get rid of their bank accounts, forcing them to pay up to, I think, 

$1,200· -a month, to as high as $1,250 a month at Hayles Home, to 

$1,000, $800, $500 1 - $900 a month in other places. Some of the 

senior citizens, Sir, who worked hard, saved their money, and ~vho 

had a bank account - and there are only about a dozen of them I woulc 

say in the whole Province - these people are forced to spend their 

mvn money before they are allowed to be accepted into Hayles Home or 

in any other senior citizens 1 home in this Province. Now, ~·fr. Chairman, 

I can claim, I suppose, part of the blame for this, because -

HR. COLLD1S: That statement that they are forced to spend their 

money before they can get in -
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HR. NEARY: 

commit. 

MR . COLliNS: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH: 

HR. NEARY: 

HR. COLLINS: 

to getting in. 

MR. NEARY: 

Tape no. 2201 Page 3 - ms 

Commit their money. They are forced to 

Well, they pay their way. 

They pay their way, Sir . 

\fuat did you say -

$900, $1,000, $1,200 a month for some people. 

The fact that they have money is not a deterrent 

The fact that they have money is not a deterrent 

to them getting in, but they are being discriminated against. 
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MR.. NEA_"R.Y: ':::'hey have to give up their bank accounts. They have 

to keen paying their way until they are paupers. They are 

forced to become paupers with this foolish system. And I was 

always told that it was something that the Government of 

Canada insisted on, there '1-Tas an agreement of some kind that 

I c~uld never figure out. }mybe I listened to the officials 

of the department too much on this particular matter and I should 

have went ahead myself when I was minister ane wined it out, cut 

it out. It does not make any sense at all, Sir. We put these 

senior citizens~homes there for our senior citizens without fear 

or favour, without discriminating - and my han. friend I believe 

knows what I am talking about, my hon. friend the member for 

Fogo (Captain Winsor) and there are other members probably in the 

House too. 

~. CHAIRMAN: Order, l)lease! The han. member 1 s t'tventy minutes 

has elapsed. 

MR. NEARY: I will have to come back again, Sir. 

MR.. CHAIID-f...AN: The hon. member for Terra Nova. 

LUSH: Mr. Chairman, I want to say a few words about this 

ost important department. The hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

started off by saying that philosophy was most important in this 

area and the need to look at new developments and what the 

philosophy of what the department is. And I could not agree 

with him more. And the present structure seems to indicate 

that the government does not place too high a priority on this 

particular department. 

Now the point I want to make is this, that 

I do believe that if there is a~ong all the departments here one 

special division that needs a minister of its own it would be this 

one. But I am not sure that 'tve do Hith the '!)roper structuring. I 

think for example that there is certainly some aspects of rehabilitation 

that should probablv ccme under Health but there are very few. And 

certainly recreation, that should nat come under this particular 
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HR. LUSH: portfolio. The Minister of Health~! do not think~ 

can pull these two together. 

I do believe that there are many aspects 

of this department that could very profitably come under 

Education, very profitably. But I am inclined to believe that 

if there is one division that can do with a minister it is this. 

one because the needs are important and I do not agree with 

splitting the thing up and having one man to look after the whole 

division. It is too important, too too important. ' But again 

I think there are aspects here that fall within the perview 

of educators and could better be done under that particular 

department. 

I never heard all of what the member for 

LaPoile (Hr. Neary) said. I do not know ~vhether he suggested what 

should happen in this respect or not. 

MR. NEARY: 

~1R. LUSH: 

Put it back "There it was in the first place. 

Yes. Now since I have been a member of this House 

there has never been a full-fledged minister of this department, 

again indicating -

HR. NEARY: 

~. LUSH: 

MR. NEARY: 

~1...'R.. LUSH: 

There has been a full time minister. 

Not since I have been here. 

No. No. Before you came. 

Right. I am saying since I have been a member there 

has not been a full-fledged minister of this department. I think 

there ~vas an acting minister, I believe the han. member for 

Kilbride (Mr. Wells) was acting last year ' 

So this indicates certainly a lack of interest, 

or a lack of priorities by the govermnent ~vith respect to this 

particular division. And I believe that the needs are great 

in this area, in the area of rehabilitation, in the area of 

recreation,and a most irnllortant area and I just \vant to say 

a fe\v ~,;ords about rehabilitation for a moment, and to reiterate 

61.56 



&y s, 1977 Ta{>e No , 2202 NM - 3 

~ . LUSH: some of the remarks already made by the hon . 

member for Buchans (~r . Fli~ht) and the hon . member 

for LaPoile (~1r . Neary) . 

First of all though I want to say 

I think there is a tremendous need in this Province to come 

up with some facilities , some training programmes for 

the disabled and for the handicapped in this Province,and 

I am sure that the minister must realize this and I am sure 

that the demands on his depar tment for this sor t of thing,for 

more space , for more institutions for the disabled and for 

the handicapped is tremendous and the need is great, And of 

course the difficulty with coming up with programmes and institutions 

of this kind is that they are so expensive, The are tremendously 

expensive, and no doubt that puts a r estriction on the 

government but I do believe 

• 
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~p .LPSH: that there is T!lore that can be done. I am not a~vare 

or I am not knm·:ledp:earle of all the institutions in this prouince 

that look after disablec and the handicapped. Exon ~ouse is tre 

only one that I am aware of outside of the training schools for 

boys,which is a different place. 

~fR.NEARY: Children Is Home on ~-later Street ~·lest. That is not a 

training school. 

}~ .• LUSH: Right. The i.T~ra Perlin School. What do they 

call that? You know,that is for ..:. 

MR. NEARY: ~entally retar~e~. 

r~R.LUSH: Pight. Anyway the point I was going to make_, T.;rhat is 

outside of St. John's? 

~'R.NEARY: 

~fR.LUSH: 

!'-'P • ~TEARY : 

YR.LUSH: 

~-'::?, • NEAPY : 

Harbour Lodge. 

Harbour Lodge, ~•here is that one? 

Carbonear. 

That is the only -

Adults. P~ysically and ~entally handicapped adults. I 

opened that one too. 

~-111-. LFSR: Sb •there is a great need to expand those services,if you 

will,and to get a couple of more institutions may be in Central 

Ne"t-Jfoundland and one on the Hest Coast. But I realize the cost 

of those institutions, certainly because of the nature of the 

disability and the handicap that the programmes are more 

expensive to administer~and the buildings I expect are more 

expensive to build ~ecause there has to be certain architectural 

cesigns for these people. There is no auestion ~-:e are talking 

about a lot of money. But Sir, that does not at alJ take a~·rav 

from the need. The need is there. I think Fe have to be a~·;o-are 

of that need and c1o everything l_)nssible to try and "'.eet those 

needs for the han~icapperl and for the ~isabled. ~hey teo have 

a right to take ac1vantage to b~ able to take advantage of the 

training programmes of certain educational orportunities in this 
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~'!' .• L'l'SH: province the same an non-hanc1_icapped people. I believe 

in the past that there has been an attitude that these people sh0ul~ 

be just cast aside. I think -.;..re have to change that philosophy. 

These people are human beings the same as all of us,and 

they have rights and privileges and a government, any government·~ 

must do all they can to insure that these people have the rights 

and privileges to be able to train themselves and prepare themselves 

to make the best out of life. Presently we do not have the 

facilities oi the institutions to be able to do this. But 

every efforr must be made to insure that these people can train 

themselves to 1:!-:e best of their ability. Of course we have also 

people -.;.mo are non-trainable. This is a different kind of 

institution altogether. I am not sure that ~.;e have an 

institution at all that can properly look after these people. 

I do believe that Exon House from time to time tries to do its 

best, takes some of these people in,but-

}!R. NEAPY : Some of the non-trainable. 

PR.LUSH: But it must put an awful strain on the staff to have 

people ~..-rith varying degrees of handicaps and disabilities, some 

people non-trainable and then sane trainable. Now there is a 

philosophy gaining support that He should p!'a~ably not isolate people 

~.;ho are disabled and people ~.vho are handicapped but integrate them in 

~·7ith non-handicapped people. I think that has some merit. But 

certainly the people in our society who are non-trainable,I think 

this is a different institution and something that the .govern!!lent 

must be looking at and another point I think '~<7e must be very careful 

about the kind of people ~..-rho Hark in those institutjons, the 

institutions for the disabled ~mel. the handicapped. 

~To-·• I have not been close to that in the last tHo or 

three years,but I do l:.:noH that bacY:-certainly t-,;,To or th't"ee years af;'o 

that it '"as felt,I believe ,that anybody off the street could come _;_ntn 

those places ancl. work Fith those people' '\o!Ork ~.Jith the hanciCA))pec anc 

Hark ~vith the disabled. I knoer of "<;·.1hat I speak,that there r·ras no effort 
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!-.f?.. .L l:SH : to look at people t-:ho are specially trained . rertainly 

t hese people need people who are specially trained, au d t ney are just 

not any ordinary t eacher . I, myself, a teache r of 15 years,v7ould not 

consider myself capable of working Hit h handicapped people, people 

'"ith special disabilities . I ~v<'t.tld not conside r myself trained. It is 

a different type of training, different t ype of understanding. · I do 

believe the government must make every effo r t to ensure that people 

,.rorking ~Tith these~ types of child ret;. .,the hancicapped, t he cl.isabled, 

that t hese peopl e are especially trained and I hEve noticed in 

the 
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~ffi.. LUSH: 

last year or so,I have observed people who worked there and I know that 

there are people there, dedicated people, people ~.rho go there with an 

understanding and an appreciation for these people and do a good job. 

But I do believe the government must be concerned about certainly t~e 

tyDe of people that go there, that they are trained to be able to ~.mrk 

with these kinds of people. I will not say anything about the senior 

citizens' homes, Nr. Chairman, although I have some strong feelings 

about it. But I believe the member for LaPoile C~r. Neary) certainly 

raised all the points that I vmuld 1v-ant to raise about that as did the 

member from Buchans (Hr. Flight). 

I want to devote the rest of my time to recreation. Again, a great 

need, a crying need for recreational facilities in this Province~ again 

in this r-rhole department one could criticize the government for not doing 

enough. But again I think we have got to look at the reCl.lity of t-,_e 

situation. And what I am more concerned about is not the total exnenditures 

of the department,but hm-l these expenditures are allocated, how they are 

indeed spent. And I Hould hope that they are spent in a 1.ray that the 

taxpayers of this Province lvill get the most returns, spent in a 1vay 

that will give all of Newfoundland the most advantage for its money. 

And I am not sure that that is happening. Novr I believe the minister 

mentioned that there \•rere 400 communities or 400 projects that the 

government sponsored last vear to the tune of $2.5 lT'illion. :-Tm.;r, again, 

$2.5 million is not very much in view of the need. But He ha,,e got to be 

realistic about it. Nm.;r in my mvn district, I am not a~-rare of any money 

that vms spent on recreational facilities. I am not saving there was 

not any. 

MR~ H. COLLINS: $2.5 million was last year's commitment. 

P-ight, ri~!'lt. 

MR. H. COLLINS: 400 projects. 

:~. LPSP.: 400 projects, right. 
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'·T-.. COLLINS : The hon. I!lember should understand, if ~e Hill permit me, 

that some of those projects are over a. neriod of three years or five 

vears. So the total cormni tment ~vould be much more. That '·7as a one 

year payment to the committee. 

'!R. LUSH: Right, right, I understand. But, ~~r. Chairman, this again, as 

I have said, is only a drop in the bucket to the need. But I am trying 

to be realistic about the situation. ~~d all I want to do is reinforce 

the feeling or reinforce the need, if you will, in this Province for 

recreational facilities. The thing is, you see~ that I am quite oleased 

that this is a department, number one, that recreation particularly, is 

·' 
recognized as being important because in Ner,rfoundland ·He have not come 

up to this feeling that recreation was rather imoortant. ~~!e have been 

a working people, and recreation is something new. But, Sir, do we 

need recreation facilities in this Province no,..r? \·Te need them in t~e 

\verst kind of r,;ay! So many young people in everv community with nothin~ 

to do, nm·rhere to go: There is no wonder t:,at they are venturing into 

alcohol and drugs, this sort of it. The ~.;onder of it, Sir, is that there 

are not more,l·rith t"l-te lack of recreational facilities in this Province • 

• ~d I believe that we have got to look at this seriously. The minister 

made a good point 1vhen he talked about using the facilities of schools. 

You know, this is a sad indictment on our educational system because in 

many of our communities the school is the only place 1vith a g:nnnasium, 

the only place. A.Tld that gymnasium is used only,for the most part, from 

nine o'clock in the mornin~s till about five o'clocY. in the afternoons. 

That is the total use of it. Then it goes from six o'clock, seven o'clock 

in the night, no use at all, not on a community basis. A fe~v teachers 

night go back and use it,but on a community basis it is not used. ~·rr. 

Chairman, this could fill a most irnnortant void. The schrols could be 

used for youn?: neonle to allm.; them to go in to take part in recreational 

facilities at no great cost to the coTilillunity. And this is sad, indeed sad. 

1 l<;nmJ in mv mm district that voung Deoole froTTl. t 1le ages of a':->out seventeen 
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~rR. LUSF: 

to t\,renty-fi ve, sav, it is most difficult for t'hem to get a school 

gymnasium. Under certain circumstances they can~but they have got 

to go through a lot of red tape. And yet He can understand school 

boards' positions, you knoH, of 
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~!R. LUSH: having the proper supervisory people there,but I am 

sure that can be done if only the school boards vJOuld loosen up, 

if they tvould take a different attitude. But I am sure that there 

are responsible people in the community who would go in and 

supervise -

MR. H. COLLINS: That is underway. 

MR. LUSH: Right. I am sure that there is a loosening up~but 

not to the extent that all hon. members,I am sure 7would like to 

see. But it would break your heart almost to see those beautiful 

gymnasiums throughout the Province lying idle for a large part 

of the day. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: And that w·ould apply virtually to the tvhole of 

the school. 

MR. LUSH: Pardon?· 

HR. SNALUJOOD: Does that not apply not only to the gymnasium 

but all the space and facilities of the school? 

MR. LUSH: Sure,that is right. Sure. That is right or it 

could be used -

HR. MURPHY: Could I make just a short statement because I am 

very much interested myself? '\•lith reference to after hours, I know 

it is a great worry on the part of school boards~ the damage and all that 

What is the situation outside of St. John's- I am familiar inside -

of alumni and ex-pupils1 associations getiing together perhaps to 

take some responsibility? Is there a move towards that e~d? You 

know ,for example, dmm in' the member's area, have you ex-pupils 

like we had the Patrician's Association? For example~St. Patrick's 

Hall or - I am wondering just how prevalent that is in the outside 

parts of the Province and if He could not encourage that? Perhaps 

someone graduates.,if he tvould come back and sort of take over? You 
I 

know,it is just a general question. I am just wondering. 

~1R. LUSH: Hr. Chairman, I can only speak for the area that I am 

familiar with?and I do not find that sort of organization coming 

/ 

- 6:16-4 



Hay 5, 1977 Tape 2205 JN - 2 

~ffi. LUSH: to fruition or even close to it. You do not find that. 

But certainly there should be something. 

be done. 

Something like this can 

HR. SUALLWOOD: Do they even have an alumni association? 

XR. LUSH: That is right. They do not because \.;ell, I do not 

know 'tvhy, but there are enough teachers there and other -

MR. S:t-fALLWOOD: There is field there for someone to do it, is 

there not? 

MR. LUSH: That is right. Sure. 

MR. M1~h~: The teacher's field is a job, that is what we found, 

in the day. At night time, it is voluntarily and that is another matter. 

~m. LUSH: AnY"tVaY it is certainly something~ and as the han, 

member from ~villingate mentioned and one that I support and agree 

with wholeheartedly, that not just the school gymnasium but all of 

the school, the entire school can be used for young people and for 

adults after hours and can be certainly used to much mere advantage 

than what is presently the situation. And another point worth 

mentioning is the school grounds itself. Now the minister mentioned 

about developing soccer pitches and baseball dia.I!londs and: this sort 

of thing. In many communities the only piece of land that is 

suitable at all, sensible fo~ it is the school grounds. Now there 

is the other aspect of course that some of our schools are built 

in the wars t places in the ..,.mrld as far as with playground availability 

and this sort of thing. But in many areas~and here in St. John's~ 

we have schools built on large plots of land. From May or certainly 

when school closes from June up until September they are never used. 

Again I think there should be some move here to 

make sure that we develop those areas, during the periods when the 

school is closed particularily that the land is just not lying dormant, 

that we can develop them into soccer pitches and into baseball diamonds. 

\·ie can do this and at no great cost. But again of course this is just 

a ne1.;r :rroveTient because in :·TevTfoundland, particularily in rural 
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MR. LUSH: Ne·wfoundland., that we have not considered this to be a 

very high priority.,but it is becoming one. It is and \·le nust 

develop recreational facilities if we are to help young people to 

direct their lives in the proper way. 1\Te must do this. He must 

do it. 

And the minister mentioned physical fitness 

JM- 3 

and of course ~ve know the situation \vith physical fitness all across 

Canada. I think it was something like three or four years ago in 

a test administered to young people that it was found out that they 

were far belmv their physical condition, what they should be for · 

their age level,and I expect Newfoundlanders are probably nothing 

different from the Canadian average. And if recreational facilities 

would be a requirement to improve our physical fitness then I ,.,auld 

suggest that we are belmv the Canadian average in this respect. 

But, Hr. Chairman, the need is great. And one 

other suggestion I \vant to make, because again I realize , this is -

we are getting into expensive things and we have to be realistic 

about it. I think the same analogy can be made in recreation as 

somebody made with reference to our water and sewer systems, getting 

these Cadillac systems. I believe because of the nature of our 

communities that we have to moderate, modify some of the things 

tv:e want. \..J'e have to bring them together. For example'}that is one 

thing. All of the communities in Newfoundland we have been a bit 

parochial. He want everything 
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:-rr. Lush. 

next door. We want a rink here; 1ve want a rink t~1ere, we ~-mnt a 

stadium here; we Hant a SvTi.'11IIling pool here. I thiP.k there has got 

to be a move on the part of government to convince people that you 

cannot have these things on a community basis. They have got to 

be on a regional basis. If you are going to have a stadium in 

my district, for example, probably as much as I can expect or the 

people can expect right now is one stadium for the whole district, 

if the district were laid out properly, but it is not unfortunately. ~ 
NR • CHA IR11A.I.'l' : Order, please! 

.• 

The hon. member's time is up. 

MR. LUSH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

~fR. CHAIR11A~: The bon. member for Exploits. 

DR. THOMEY: Hr. Speaker, I ~.;ould like to speak for a few 
':----

minutes more on the philosophy of ~ehabilitation and Recreation than 

pick out any specific facets. As we all know it is becoming an 

increasing complex problem, the care of our aged. I just wonder 

' 
if it is the change in values of society, because when a person 

reaches a certain age nm.; so many of us ~re inclined to categorize 

them and put them in a certain little pigeonhole in our lives. I 

think that this is entirely wrong, but the cult is spreading. I 

happened to be in England a f e'.-7 years ago end was taken to see 

a new row of expensive houses, beautiful gardens and all that, and 

someone pointed out, there is the mother-in-law's home, this one, that 

one. And I inquired what they meant. Any purchased home which 

had either two or three bedrooms, the purpose was to keep the 

mother-in-law C'r the grandparent out of these homes. I think that this 

is entirely vrrong, because those who are grov7ing old often can 

offer us so much in life as parents and as grandparents. They give 

the child and the boy and the girl a sense of belonging,because 

they can give the history of the family, the history going back 

for generations~often which ~.;e of the younger generation cannot do. 

I feel they should be revered rather than put in museums. And this is 
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increasing all the time. Since 1971 ~•e have increased from 

1,100 to 3,500 people in institutional care in Ne~vfoundland. 

I think this is a disgrace. As ~•e look back in history, just 

to name but a few of the remarl~ble people who have given something 

to our lives and to the lives of the world, in politics, 

Chancellor Adenauer, in art, Picasso, in muscic Toscanini. We· 

have these people, and they are all around us. I have seen them 

in Newfoundland, the grandparents, the senior citizens, who have 

been able to teach the art of boat building, of fishing, of the 

very basis of humanity where they endoctrinate us as~ middleaged 

and our children. 

We must realize, too, that the cost is 

escalating all the time. For ambulatory patients it costs about 

$450 to $600 per month. For bed care, $900 and perhaps higher 

in a fe~v occasions. 

HR. NEARY: 

DR. TWmlEY 

The Hayles Home charges -

Yes, that is right. 

Now, I wonder what alternatives we can 

hope for or think about in the care of these people. I would 

like to feel that they are a part of the families still, a part 

of the nation, not a part of the institution. Perhaps there are 

some things ~ve could look into and consider. One is home nursing. 

Frequently these people do not require continued institutional 

care; ~aybe a help with their medications, a help with injections 

and a fe~v other little. minor things like that. The social worker 

visit . - the boy scouts and the girl guides 
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DR. TI·l0~1EY: have a principle of doing one good service every 

day. ~faybe they could visit the old people ~vho are isolated 

from their families and help them with maybe writing a letter, 

running an errand to the local store,or just chatting for a little 

while to bring them into the reality of life. Then a short-term 

visit to the senior citizens1 home when the younger people want 

to go a~vay on a holiday, just have them in there as a kind of 

hotel for a month rather than say ,1r We cannot go on a holiday, 

here lies a liability; we ~vill get rid of this individual 

and put him into a home, in perpetuity until they reach their 

demise." 

Some other things; when you have seen older 

people in institutions they become mummified after a period of time. 

And I do not think that this is right. Because this should not 

happen. It is conditioned by the environment rather than anything 

else. So maybe cottage units, lo~v rental cottage units,that might 

heln these people. 

There are remarkable facts about the old 

people, sixty-five and over in ~orth America,if they are asked. 

Fifty-one per cent of them will say, I am in perfect health. Only 

fifteen per cent of people sixty-five and over will say, I am in 

poor health. 

Rehabilitation; I think the ninister is to 

be commended in establishing two 'tvork training centres for the adult 

mentally ~etarded. This again is a forward advance in our approach 

to retardation and other problems. Because these people,again like 

the aged, are frequently isolated from our community. They can be 

taught to do something meaningful,and they can be taught to be accepted, 

to feel they are a part of our society. 

Likewise, there is a continuing nrogramme in 

St. John's to heln the mentally retarded children. !his is helping 

the parents to recognize they are problems and also to see that there 

is a rav of hope for these kids. 
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DR. THOMEY: On recreation, the other speakers have covered 

it adequately. I a~ree with the member for Terra Nova (~r. Lush) ••hen 

he said we are having Cadillac recreational services. I agree 

with him that it should possibly come locally, go into the schools, 

into the ball parks. Practically all the major schools in 

Newfoundland have a gymnasium. How many are teaching gymnastics., 

which is possibly one of the greatest? How many of them have 

running clinics? How many of them have sports every year? 

I think these are the things that we should be doing rather than 

going and building mausoleums which are too expensive and too 

infrequently used. 

I will not speak further. I will give the 

members of the Opposition their rightful chance of addressing 

us. Thank you. 

~ • CHAIR.c>..f.AN : The hon. member for Burin - Placentia 'Hest. 

MR • CANNING : Mr. Chairman, I have listened with great attention 

and interest and I am very much impressed with the previous 

speaker,and before I go in my few points I am going to take 

J up regarding the department now before the Chair -

MR. CHAIR..~""i (MR. YOUNG): Order, please! Order, please! Would 

member for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) p~ease keep his voice down? 

, MR.. CANNING : I 

'\-=spoken that when 

will just say this now; the member who has just 

I heard he was standing for the district of 

Exploits 'tvas the first I heard of him-,but I asked who he was 

and what not and what I have heard was that he is a ~•onderful 

doctor, ·a wonderful man in the civic life of his area,and he was 

beloved by all,and I am sure that any time he has risen to his 

feet to speak in this House the logic he has given is such, that 
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HR. CA!.-TNING: I n0\<1 understand \vhy that hon. gentleman is here. 

Hr. Chairman, my first remarks and my first comments >·Jill be on 

homes for the aged citizens,and I am sure the House is not - this 

is not urged on by the fact that my hair has prematurely turned 

white, the minister's hair has prematurely turned white and even 

the member for LaPoile - it is not that I am going to try and get 

nicer homes for us to retire in. 

Mr. Speaker, I have my personal opinions of homes for the aged, 

and I am going to give the home at Grand Bank as an example, but 

first I will say that one of the saddest things that I have had to 

endure or experience in my time representing my people is to see an 

old man who has reached the age of late sixties or early seventies 

or perhaps gone in his eighties being taken from his home in 

Placentia Bay and placed in either the Hayles Rome or even St. 

Patrick's l'fercy Home. Hare so perhaps being placed in - I-Ir. 

Chairman, I am going to ask once and for all,because I have my 

mind made up I am going to do ~ne thing or the other, I am 

either going to come in here and listen to anybody I can listen 

to,or I am not going to start talking to sometimes an empty House 

because there is nobody interested • "\<That I am saying is not going 

to go anywhere. Perhaps it is not worth a damn what I am saying, 

perhaps I am all ha~vire, but if I am not I would like to be 

listened to, and when a minister to the Crown comes up to the 

Chairman and talks out loud, Hr. Chairman, well it just irks me, 

it just irks me, it is just terrible. lim.; I do not know1 perhaps 

I ao nervous, perhaps I am jumpy, perhaps there is something wrong 

\rl.th me that I cannot talk '"hen somebody is talking, but I just 

cannot do it. 

Mr. Chairman, when I l~ok over at the Premier's chair over there 

and see it empty every day after day, after day - the man 1>1ho runs 

this Province-and ';.1t1en I think of how well it T.Yas filled for t·uenty

three years. The nan never appears, he does not give his opinion on 
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~JR. CAi.'INING 

is not here. 

anything, he does not defend his ministers and he 

And then look over at seventeen or eighteen ministers, 

1-1ith one or tvm of them in there - four or five now.,I believe. I am 

speaking to an empty House, what am I her'= for? 

Hr. Chairman, I am not here for that, that is not why I stayed here 

before for so long.~and that is not why I am here no,.,. So I am 

just asking for one thing now, if they do not come in, if I have 

to speak to an empty House I '\.;rill have to speak to it; but I will 

at least ask for whispering,_if thev would whisner. Rn~ 

w·hen people start to talk out loud, they pass back and forth before 

you T.vhispering a couple of feet av;ay from you - not 

whispering,talking, I just cannot ·'do it, Perhaps that is a 

weakness that I have.- Perhaps I should resign. Perhaps there are 

people that can do it, I do not know. 

01ow I am thrm.;rn off, I know what I am going to say and I think 

it is going to be logical, I think it is going to make sense and 

I think it is going to be advice to the House ~and I think lvhat 

I am going to say is a policy that this government should follow 

and whoever follows after them should follm-1. 

Now, Hr. Chairman, I am speaking about talking senior citizens, 

old people,out of one part of this Province and wacking them into 

St. John's. 

A.t'l" HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

::--lR. CAl'TND1G: All right, Nr.Chairman, before I go any further, we 

have some nice homes in St. John's, We got St. Patrick's Nercy Home 

down there of '\vhich I know a lot, I have had the experience of visiting 

people there, and seeing the tender affection they are getting , 

particularly by the sisters of ~fercy. And of course the other modern 

home some distance from it, built by the liberal government. It is 

a great home, the first one that \ve had 'h'here \ve could go in and see 

that T..-le Here putting our old aged people in a modern environment, 

modern facilities~ And I surely have admiration for those that are 
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HR. CAlJNING: under churches in tmm. But nm.; I want to tell 

you about one that is in my district, an ideal one, was v7hat I 

think was a proper move vJhen it Has made~ to build a senior citizens 

home in Grand Bank and I am going to tell you \vhy. 
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Hr. Canning: Hr. Chairman, again~even if I am not listened 

to and people are going to talk, and I have to talk to an empty 

House, a half empty House at tHenty after twelve in the day, I think ~ve 

have all lost interest. And I am not throwing it across at the 

other side of the Hause; I do not think this side of the Ho~se is 

proving too well. 

SGrfE RON. MEMBERS: Eear, hear! 

MR.. CA.i''!NING: At least at the present moment the Premier of the 

Province should be listening, and I am sure anybody who has the ambition 

to become Premier should be listening, because I am here trying to 

do my best. I have always done it, intend doing it. It is my 

best,how much it is I will be judged. Mr. Chairman, I have been judged 

for tv7enty-five years, in a few days from nm..r, by the people who sent 

me in here. So I suppose I got a right to be here and I surely got 

a right to speak in the House and not vraste my t~,renty minutes asking 

to be heard. 

Mr. Chairman, I will get back to my point. As I said~ 

it ,,ras one of the saddest things that I have experienced, I have had to 

do, at least. I will give one instance where I took a man about eighty 

years old, a man who had fished the Grand Banks, first I suppose fished 

the Cape St. Mary's, dmm on the Grand Banks all of his life, worked 

hard, brought up a family but arrived at the stage 1:..rhere he tvas being 

looked afte,r by his good daughter 5 who fell ill,and he had to be 

moved to a home. }lr. Chairman, I brought him in in my own car, I 

brought him out to the Goulds. I drove up a driveway a few hundred 

feet, away from the sea, and dropped him off and brought him in and 

gave him to the person in charge of the home. :·fr. Chairraan, I surely 

had a feeling that evening as I crave away from that,I started to think 

and looked back on the life he had led, the home he had left, ~;.;rha t :,e 

had contributed to this Province, and nmv he Fas going in there far 

m,ray from his friends and his relatives, among strangers, and among 

people ,,,ho perha;s had nothing in common cvith- I do not.knmv,perhJ.ps 

there \vas not a fisherr:!en there - but, Hr. Chairman, I will advise 

the government nmv, and advise anybody else ,.;ho in the future Hho has 

/ 
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Hr. Canning: 

to consider the aged of this Province, •v-hich is a large sector of 

our population, people who have built this Province, Hho kept it 

going, and Hhen they can no longer work they have to retire. 

Hr. Chairman, at Grand Bank we have a Senior Citizens> 

Home. There we have the people, the men, I will particularly 

speak of the men, and the women,of course, of the Burin Peninsula. 

They are situated in the middle of Grand Bank, Perhaps I could 

have gotten a better site in my district, but I was not around then, 

I got some beautiful ones looking out at the ocean, but anyway they 

still look out at Fortune Bay and that is good enough for me. They 

have so many men - the hon. member for the district would know more 

about it; I am not near it; I do not have the opportunity to visit it 

that often - but I can tell you the picture there, number one is, 

they are at Grand Bank where I suppose the most civic minded people 

in the Province are, and I am not trying to make politics, I got no 

notion of going over to try to get them to put me in power, I will 

present a petition for them when the minister is not around, and do 

things like that,but I got no intention of going over and seeking 

votes, but I will tell you this~that they are the most friendly people, 

they are charitable people, they are civic minded people, they are 

just a wonderful people there. 

many inmates have we got there? 

How many have ~ve got there? -How 

AN HON. MEHBER: 

MR. CANNING: 

Al.'l' HON. HE1·1BER: 

NR. CA.t'l'NING: 

About 20C I would say, 

Two hundred. 

About that. 

There are a couple of hundred inmates there, 

~Ir. Chairman, and most of them, practically all of them'3I suspect, 

are from the Burin Peninsula and areas of Fortune Bay. 

Hr. Chairman, it is an ideal situation, they are there, 

they are people who -

HR. H. COLLINS: ~1e total there at Grand Bank is eighty-two. 

J:.fR. CMTIHNG: Oh eighty-two. I ~vas far out that time. All 
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Nr . Canning : 

right there are eighty-two people there, men and women in their 

declining years tvho have everything -

SOME HON . iENBERS : ~enty- t'.NO? 

MR . CAl\INING: TrJell ~vhatever number is there I ~-rill just give the 

principle thing . Mr . Chairnan, there are several church groups 

and other associations in Grand Bank i-rho 
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"-fR. CA..."iTNING: visit that home daily3 and then of course 

more important still that most of the people, most of those 

seventy-two or eighty-two people who are there, their relatives 

are not too far away. They have paved highway and they will 

have a shorter cut ~.;rhen the Loon is finished. They converge 

on Grand Bank on Sundays in the night, time and time again 

I phoned asking for people and they said, Well they are at 

Grand Bank visiting their uncle or their aunt or what now, 

~x. Chairman, if anybody - I will give 

that example, they a!e there among their own people. They are 

looked after well by the people of Grand Bank,and I certainly 

pay tribute to them. I have been told by my constituents 

that when they go over usually the bed of their relative 

is surrounded by people from Grand Bank and Fortune. 

SO~ RON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

~. CANNING: What was it Trudeau said the other day in the 

House? The speaker is requesting quiteness. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

MR.. CANNING : Trudeau used the word and if they do not stop 

talking I will use one bigger, 

NR. ROBERTS: 

~ffi .• NEARY: 

~. CANNING: 

Hear! Hear! 

That is why I have to talk as loud as I do • 

Yes~that is what it would drive you to, would it 

not? If they do not want to listen to me, if what I am saying now 

is not sensible somebody tell. The member for Grand Bank e~r. Hickman) 

is not going to tell me. 

Al.'l' HON. MEMBER: 

~. CA..r..rniNG: 

You are doing a good job there. 

Because I am speaking for the people of Grand 

Bank and the peonle of the outports of this Province, The people who 

keen this Province going, that is the people I am talking about. They 

carne off draggers and out of schooners and out of small boats and out 

of longliners~when they go in there ~vhen they get too old. Those 
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MR. CA\TN'TNG : are the people I am talking about, I am not 

talking about the peo~le who live off contracts, I am not 

talking about parasites, I am talking about the producers, in 

their old age, when they are finished, Hhen they cannot help 

with any more, that is the crowd I am talking about, If you want 

to listen to me listen to me~and if not get out in the hallway · 

and have a chat • 

Mr. Chairman, my argument is that in 

the future in considering homes for the aged,I think that we 

should consider this, that we will not take the people out of 

their own environment where they were used to, "Y7ill not take 

them away from their friends, but as far as possible, and I say 

as far as possible - it is all right in Grand Bank, you have a hospital 

next door;but I would not suggest you put it somewhere do~vn in 

Placentia Bay or over on the other side of Fortune Bay somewhere where 

you just cannot get medical attention because they need it, but, 

Mx. Chairman, I have visited old aged homes,and I have gone 

in to St. Patrick's Mercy Home in the night and I will meet some 

old skipper from Placentia Bay or from wherever he comes from and 

have a chat with him and, Mr. Chairman, it is no good of me 

talking about the cost of living to him, there is no good 

of me talking about the taxi I came in or the car I came in, 

but if I speak to him about the fishery, and I usually do, you should 

see the difference in hL~. You go in and he is sitting there 

smoking a pipe, gazing in oblivion T·Tith nobody to visit him because 

his friends just cannot get there, You go in,and if you crack 

a joke with him and say, Hm·T would you like to be off Cape St, Harys 

or out in the middle of Fortune Bay tonight,he starts to perk up. 

And if you ask him for his story, when he Hent fishing and -o;vhat he 

did, in the next half hour, :''fr. Chairman you brought him back t-.:vo 

or three years. He just perks up, He is talking about somethin~ 

that he knows about, the life that he has led~ and I -.:vould advise 
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~ffi. CANNING: anybody who can afford to visit those people to 

visit them and talk in their o~¥n language and talk about th~ 

environment they left. 

I think it is sad to see people taken 

out of their own environment and put into the city here, or 

put out in Topsail, wherever we have those homes, and separated 

from their friends for the rest of their days. 

MR.. HICKHA..\T: It is a pity these stories are not being recorded, 

MR.. CANNING: No, not recorded, Mr. Speaker, but worse than that 

they are not reported. Hhat are you going to see in the papers 

today I wonder? What is The Daily News going to put in The Post 

next week about the Burin Peninsula besides QQl, about the 

Burin Peninsula. 

MR. HICKM..AN: That is right. 

~- CANNING: A few birthdays and a few births, 

MR. HICKMA..~: Hear! Hear! 

MR. CA.'tffiiNG : And I do not want them to give me publicity~ not at 

this stage. 

MR. HICKMA.t~: If the han. gentleman will permit a question? 

MR. CANNING: Sure. 

f 
r·!R HICKM .. AN: What I was saying, I am not talking about the reporting 

of. what happened in the House. What I "as drawing to the bon. gentleman' s 

attent~on, and I am sure he agrees with me, it is a pity that 

all of these retired deep-sea fishermen, and there are not many 

left who went to the Grand Banks and the Missan and Banquereau under 

sail, that their stories and not being recorded and preserved~ 

because no one has done a history to my knowledge of the bank fishery. 

MR. CANNING: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I have gotten a lot of history 

--~~alking to the people of my district who come in here and retire. 

I get a lot of history 1;-1hen I drop into their homes and I am 

sure Hhat the member has just said certainly has merit. 

Mr. Chairman, 

/ 
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Hr. Canning. 

I only have a fe\v minutes left of my t\venty minutes. I have 

a few more notes on recreation and a fe'v other things that perhaps 

I should emphasize. But anyway I have been led into this. I have 

been delayed, and most of my five minutes '"as taken up asking 

fbr the attention of the House. But I would hope that every member 

in the House will give this some thought, the thought of removing 

these people from their environment, from their friends, not only, 

Mr. Chairman,for their sake, but for the sake of those who are at 

home. In some cases you might take a man seventy-five years old out 

of Marystown or out of Monkstown or out of some~vhere else, and he 

has relatives reaching that age at home who perhaps are ill, who 

perhaps do not travel over the road, who can never see him again. 

I think it is a sad occasion to have to remove them far away from 

their o'vn environment, far away from their friends and just let them 

linger and pray - I suppose rr..ost of them pray that their time vill 

come quickly. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope I have contributed to this 

debate, and I hope that my few remarks will be ~iven some thought 

by those who govern this Province or who guide the destiny of this 

Province. And at least if that one thing impresses those who got to do it, 

to think about it again and see that 'tve will try and as far as 

possible, as far as our means, to have those homes for the aged 

at least in the general area where those people have lived, brought up 

people,contributed to this Province, done so much for the Province, that 

they can at least enjoy their twilight years still in the company and 

in an environment where they worked hard, and that they may always be 

able to look out through the window 

that they sailed in and out of. 

SOm: RON. l-lEHBERS : Hear , hear! 

ee at least the harbour 
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MR.. CHAIRl-fAN: The hon. member for Bay of Islands. 

l • HOODROH: Hr. Chairman, I would like to add a fevl 

remarks to the debate, and before doing so, I ~vould like to 

congratulate the four previous speakers, some for constructive 

criticism and others for destructive criticism. And it is always 

easy to ballyrag or to knock down. It is even easier to knock 

down a house than it is to build one up. I think my thoughts are 

well-known. 

I would also, Mr. Chairman, like to disagree 

with the member for · LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 'lvhen he makes such terrible 

remarks about the hen. Minister of Recreation and Rehabilitation. 

I know him, Mr. Chairman, to be a very honest and hard-working individual. 

MR. NOLAN : 

MR.. WOODROW: 

Who is that, the hen. member for LaPoile~ 

The hon. Hinister of Health. 

In fact he has not only one, but he also has 

the Department of Health as well as Rehabilitation and Recreation, 

and I feel that he is doing a good job. Now everybody~at least 

almost everybody who has spoken up to now has spoken about the senQor 

citizens, and I would like to say that in the city of Corner Brook 

the present administration has given its full support to the Interfaith 

Home, and they have also give their support to the old Western Memorial 

Hospital! I believe ~ve have at the present time, Mr. Chairman, 

sixty beds~ sixty beds open there at the same time for geriatrics -

and 'lvhat is the word we call it? - extended care patients. 
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Hr. L. Hoodrmv: 

Nr. Chairman, I would also agree with my friend for Burin-

Placentia Hest (Hr. Cannin~:,) when I think he says that there 

should be smaller t~nits constructed in the places where people 

live,because this would keep th~ into their own environment, and 

I think they ~10uld enjoy themselves better. I reca.:l my 

father before he died, when he could not go fishing, he >:vould go 

out in fact in the morning arid sometimes in the afternoon and look 

down at the sea, In fact, that alone did him a whole lot of good·. 

So if perhaps say smaller units,say of ten or twenty units could 

be c6nstructed this perhaps would not only help the senior citize~s 

to enjoy the e;rening o,f th,.ir life better~but it 1vould also cut 

dmm on the cost as well. 

MR. H. COLLINS: The Inter-faith people in Corner Brook are about 

to do that now. 

MR. HOODROH: Yes. I was going to add, Er. Chairman, that there 

are about fifty-four rooms, uhits., to be built llTI to the Inter-faith 

Home in Corner Brook, perhaps they have already been started, if not, 

they t•rill be started in the very near future. 

And speaking of homes for children, Exon House, 

unfortunately it has been given some bad publicity of late, but I 

suppose no matter how perfect the staff at Exon House are, in fact 

no matter how perfect any of us are~ \ve are not by any means all 

powerful, and we are all subject to human error. 

Now I also feel that the administration has tried to 

be fair to all the districts in the Province. For example, you have 

a heme in North Hest River. 

~"IR. NEARY: Hhat kind of a home in North \-Jest River? 

MR. HOODROH: That is a home for the aged, is it? 

Al.'l' HON. :-1E:MBER: There is no home for the aged in 0forth Hest River. 

HR. CHAIP~1AU: Order, please! 

i·lli.. HOJDRO\.J: It certainly is mentioned here -

~·iR. H. COLLINS: That is for school children. 
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HR. NEARY: That is a boarding home for school kids that 

go to school from up the coast, is it not? 

~-rn.. STRACHAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. HOODROW: 

administration. 

MR. NEARY: 

}fR. WOODROW: 

MR. NEARY: 

A hospital, an IGA hospital. 

The IGA hospital they operated, 

But it certainly been given a grant by the 

There are no senior citizens homes in Labrador. 

I am talking now about- I am on children's homes, -

Or children's homes. 

MR. HOODROVJ - and the one in Goose Bay - the one tve are talking 

about is one for children. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

he is partly right. 

HR. WOODROW: 

JviR. H. COLLINS: 

MR. WOODROW: 

MR. NEARY: 

No. 

He is talking about the treatment of children, 

Okay. Fine. All right. 

You are partly right. 

Partly right. 

Is he talking about the dormitory in North West 

River? The dormority that is another one of my projects. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: 

~ffi.. WOODROW: 

Oh, oh! 

We also have in \Vhitbourne a school for boys, 

St. John's School for Boys, and there is also a School for Girls in 

Pleasantville; it is all helping tte youth in some way . 

Counselling, remedial and training programmes for the 

physically and mentally disabled persons. Now, Mr. Chairman, perhaps 

a little bit more could be done in the field of alcoholism; in fact, 

I believe this problem has reached very high proportions at the present 

time. In fact, I notice in the petition presented in the Bouse, 

several petitions were presented in this field. 

~!R. • ~~EARY: From the LOL, t he Lloyal Orange Lodge, 

~1R. WOODROH: Right you are. 

I am sure that the administration ~.;rill give this matter 

some consideration. It is not an easy problem to solve. 
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Hr. NEARY: Can you make it retroactive? 

}'!R. vJOODROH: In fact perhaps ~ve can get up and criticize but 

getting up and criticizing it i£ not the same as doing something 

about it. In fact~the easiest 

.. 
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thing in the world to do is to criticize . 

AH-1 

;Jmv, Hr. Chairman, in the field of recreation, I am thinking 

of the extension,and especially speaking now of the Hestern part 

of the Province and expecially in the Corner Brook, Bay of 

Islands area. A new addition was built on to t~e stadium over 

there last year and 'lve also have a very fine arena in Cox's C:ove. 

we have not as yet got artificial ice on it but I am sure that. 

this ~vill come in good time. 

I certainly have shared the thoughts of-sDme of the previous 

speakers when they say that our school auditoriums should be 

used frequently. In fact it is almost a sin, probably a tragedy, 

to think that there are so many of our young people around today 

with nowhere to go and a lot of those school auditoriums could 

be used. Now I realize that there are complications in having 

this done but I feel that in time maybe these complications ~.;ill 

be overcome. And also I feel, Hr. Chairman, that we should try 

to encourage our people to '.valk 111ore, to swim more'> because this 

is after all, this is an inexpensive means of recreation. Perhaps 

even if they had to walk, if they had to walk to school more than 

they do, maybe if ..-e did not nave so many school buses. around. 

Not speaking really against the school buses but perhaps if 

children - I do not mean to say the smaller_ones.,but certainly 

children from grade eight on·--:ard, if they had to do a little more 

walking it would not hurt them!In fact)walking does not hurt 

anybody. 

Hr. Chairman, maybe if we encouraged also such things as 

outdoor ice skating rinks~ these are matters which can be thrown 

in - at least somebody would probably give them some thought and 

something maybe could come of them. Perhaps, Nr. Chairman, the 

sad part of it all is that everything is so costly today. In fact 

today, ~lr. Chairman, it is not the building of the building 1.ve 

have to deal Hith~but it is the operational costs and there are 
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only so manv ~olJars to ~o a r0und ~nrl vou hAve to tr~ to rna~e the -

.hs J.onp c>.s they yo around . 

"-'1>. . HOODPC'W : As Jonp as t hey ~o around is r i7ht . Vell , I 

bel:i.eve' \fr . r hairt'"an, ! believe that this administr ation j s 

trying to be fair . ~·Then you think for exarnpJ e of the capital 

grants and the current grants to recreation all over the Province, 

I reaJ.J y and truly f eel that they are trying t o do their utr.!ost . 

:.l'o one in fac t I suppose can be perfect, because as l ong as t.:re try 

to do our ~est I t hink really that is all that ~atters . So, 

" r. \hait!l'an , I "tori 11 concluce new . I just r.1anted to add t hose 

teH remarks . .And I hope that t.re can continue as tole have been 

dojng in t he past our he lp for the senior citizens of our Prov1nce, 

anc! help jn fact fo r the youtr as well. Fhen Fe speak of yout h 
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Hr. Woodrov7. 

we are speaking especially in the field of recreation. Thank you, 

t~. Chairman.~ 
}ffi. CHAI~~: The han. member for St. John's Centre. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Chairman, just a few short remarks on this 

~very important department. I have not heard alr Of the debate. Ucfortunately 

I was not here when it started. But having spent a couple of years in 

the portfolio of Social Services and dealing with older people, particularly, 

we can only say how happy we are at the tremendous facilities 

that are available for older people. We listened to the member for 

Burin -Placentia West (Mr. Canning), and I think everybody must 

agree that where possible these older people should be kept as near 

te their own relatives as they can. And in my experience,. and I agree 

with him again~ where we have a case, one of the big matters talked 

about today are day care centres, ~•here .people are very anxious 

to bestow the children some time before nine o'clock in the morning 

and pick them up at five in the afternoon. And I am afraid in many 

cases, Mr.Chairman, that is what is happening to our older people 

too, that they have reached the stage in their lives where in the 

opinion of many they become a burden on. them, and get them out of the 

home as soon as you can, and let someone else look after them. 

Now, in many cases, and I say this quite frankly, 

that that is absolutely necessary, because in my own case~ · not my 

family, but my wife's family 1 her father was ninety-one when he died> 

and his mother was eighty-nine. They have lived in .their home uo to thP 

time lvhere both of them had fallen and broken hips and it ~as v~cy 

difficult to look after them in the home by anybody, and they needed 

special care in a hospital, and then they had to go to a home to be 

looked after. And lve can thank God that we have these homes and the 

surroundings in them. And anybody lvho can go back forty or fifty years here 

in the city of St. John's;and look at what they called the Poor House, or 

the Asylum on Sudbury Street up there1 and visit that place to see 

just lvhat conditions the older people lived in. And I lvas a member of a 
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Hr. Hurphy. 

group that visited there once a month,to visit the ex-pupils of the 

school that He were attached to, and it would break your heart. 

And if there is any monument that would stand - and I do not care 

in saying this - to the government, the Liberal Government, that there is 

one transformation took place, among others possibly, was the Hayles Home. 

I think that ~V'as Heaven, and the people ~•ere taken out of purgatory 

where they suffered for a~hile until they died~and brought to this 

beautiful Hayles Home. And anybody who visited there~as I used 

to once a month - ~1/'hat a difference! And I know the hon. member 

for Twilli.nga te (Mr. Smalhro od) must feel very proud of that 

achievement, and I am talking about the Hayles Home, Sir, because 

no doubt about it. People were put up there in the Poor House -

or as I say they called it the Poor Asylum right there on Subbury 

Street. The only bit of change they got ~.;as the smell of the hops 

from Bennett Brewing Company who was right next to them .. I suppose that 

kept them a little bit revived there. 3ut to go up there and see it -

and in Heaven's name how I often after visiting there went home and 

could not eat my - we used to visit Sunday mornings - and I ~•ent home 

and could not eat my Sunday dinner -: after coming out of that and 

saying, Please God, do not let anybody light a match there· today, 

because if .you did you could talk about your Hull Home and all the rest 

of it, but that would have been a great tragedy. 

So I think we have come a long way, and then 

we looked at these Interfaith Homes, Corner Brook, beautiful, the 

homes ~.;e have here in St. John's, St. Luke's and the others •. And now 

we have the new one .- I think I saH pictures yesterday; I do not kno'V' if it 

is officially opened I think it is the Baptist one, marvelous, oustanding. 

And I think \1/'e all have the sentiments of the member for Burin - Placentia 

~~est Otr. Canning). But I do not think we can put one in every city or tmm 

in the Province. But perhaps ive could have regional, as the hen. member has said, 

where there is one in Grand Bank, and the people in Harystmvn, Burin and ivhatnot 
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~-1R. ~RY. 

could visit there~ And perhaps in future planning for hospitals 

where you are spending millions of dollars for all the rest of the 

different areas, why not make some part of that same construction 

where they could share common services perhaps, such as heat and this 

type of thing, to heat one section, and I believe that is being 

done, Mr. Chairman, in Corner Brook and these places where some 

of these are being turned into certain parts for old age homes . 

I think it 

• 
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}.fR. :MURPHY: is wonderful, Sir, and we can thank God,I 

suppose,for the money so far to be able to do it and we 

can thank both governments that they have been sympathetic 

enough to knm.; that when our parents have run their course 

and have perhaps cannot look after themselves that these 

places are available to help them do it. 

Another matter, Sir, which I have been put very 

close to for the past fifty years is recreation. I have 

NM - 1 

very much worried about the course that recreation took a few 

years back. ~.J'e have heard of the Cadillac systems in all our 

plans that we are doing. There used to be an old saying one time, 

you had the trappings of an elephant on the back of a mouse. And 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, everybody is looking for stadia, everybody 

wants artificial . ice. Everybody wants the most sophisticated 

equipment. We look at the capital cost of building these,which 

is considerable, but no one - who could have six or seven years 

ago looked down the pipe and see what the light bills are costing, 

what the power is costing to maintain these today. And everybody 

wants one. Everybody wants a hospital. Everybody wants a 

school. But nobody worries where these huge amounts of money 

are coming. 

We talk about when we came into power and when I 

say we, this government took over in 1971. I was Minister of 

Provincial Affairs and I asked the Premier at the time 

:MR. SMALLWOOD: 1972. 

MR. MURPHY: It was the Fall of 1971 ~.;as it? 1972 was it, 

well whenever it was. 

:MR. SMALU700D: January 18th. 

MR. ~RPHY: You know in my recollection I came here in 1962, it 

seems like about three centuries ago what I have gone through in 

this House so dates do not mean that much to me. I am just 

talking about incidents. 
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MR. MURPHY: So I came in here and I asked the Premier if 

I could have a look around the Province at recreation and 

he gave me the power to do it,and I got a few of the younger 

members to have a look at things that 1vere happening. T,o7e 

talked and talked and talked and looked and the han. member 

for Buchans (Mr. Flight) I just looked at his district. I went · 

into Buchans, I went into Buchans Junction, I went into 

Millertown -

XR. FLIGHT: I wish you ~.;rould go back now. 

MR. :1:-IDRPHY: -and I chatted with a bunch of young people there then 

and here they were just fooling around in someone's back garden. 

There was no little place to kick a football at that time now 

and I asked them where did they swim- I do not think thev ~nnlrl 

swim in the river at that time, it was kind of dangerous and what 

-not,.._ but what I am trying to get at, Mr. Chairman, is this fact, 

that no one wants anything today unless it costs $1 million. 

Now I can go through anywhere,and I go 

back to my years as President of the Ne~vfoundland Amateur Baseball 

League where I dealt with all the larger areas - Stephenville, 

we had Stephenville Crossing, we had Port au Port, all these, 

·..rhere a group of people came ·together on a voluntary basis and 

put in a lot of time to do things. But as I say again,unless 

~t is a stadium to compare with the Montreal Forum, or a playing 

field to compare withEbb~tt's Field or the Polo grounds we are 

not satisfied to have it. 

But I will say this, and I think this 

government has been trying to do it, ~ve have got to get into the 

smaller places. The focus of your playgrounds has got to · be 

your school,. \fuen the school is open you have playgrounds 

there they can use th~m. vfuen they are not~then we come in 

afterdards. The question of using school gymnasia has been you 

know - it has been talked about for so many years that today 

you know it is sort of like the wolf; the wolf, no one listens 

anymore. 
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~. HURPHY: But I would say this, and I look at my own 

eX?erience here in the City of St. John's, and I do not know, that 

is why I asked the hon. member the question when he was speaking, 

are there any groups or is it possible to encourage groups to come 

together, and I am talking about ex-pupils of that narticular 

school, to come together and form an association that they could 

arrange to accept responsibility. And no one blames 

school boards, to let their places stay open night time and perhaps 

be wrecked and all the rest of it, and as far as these things are 

concerned I was astounded,and it was only the other cay it came 

to my mind ~vhen we talked about vandalism. During the Christmas 

season my wife and I had our granddaughter out for a run and I said, 

Let us visit a few of the nearby churches to see the cribs. I was 

amazed the number of churches that were locked at four or five 

o'clock in the afternoon because they were afraid to leave them 

open any more. 

God help us, ~rr. Chairman! What stage 

have we reached ~vhere we are spending $260 million on education 

and some one says, Let us do this, Let us do that -

HR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR.· MURPHY: 

MR.. SMALUlOOD: 

MR. ~RPHY: 

$290 million. 

Well,in that area anyhow. 

In the new budget. 

On education. Does anybody do anything for 

nothing any more? Is there a community spirit any more where 

we can come together and do these things? And I am speaking 

from experience now. You have the stadium down here ~.;hich ~vas 

originally built first, 
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MR. HURPHY: got out and dug into the thing. 

Monies were raised for everything and I know there are 

people here - I was connected with it and many people 

in St. John's were connected with it - but today we 

want a stadium and, you know, all we \-Tant $1 million 

or $2 million. I think the government guarantees to 

pay the light bills for them or the power bills now, _ 

today. 

But if we are going to, Mr. 

Chairman, and I say this, if we are going to cure the 

ills of our society today we have to bring our young 

people back to do something other than what they are 

doing now. I recall quite vividly the member for 

Conception Bay South (Hr. Nolan). He started a 

programme in the evening on television and he invited 

me up as a guestp And he had a few people there that 

sort of quizzed, and one of the things was. recreation 

because 'John' and I- and I say 'John' ~ were both very 

much interested. And this kid said to me,"Mr. Murphy, 

we have nothing to do." And I said, "You have nothing 

to do, no fields, no softball, no football to throw?" 

"Oh no," he said, "not that kind of stuff." I said, 

"What, what is the young fellow saying, what?" He 

said, "Some place where we can go in and sit down and 

drink a Coke and listen to records and this sort of 

thing." Which was fair enough, eh? But he wanted 

someone to build a sophisticated club where he could 

go and sit down and listen to the top recordings of 

the day instead of, as all of us had to do- and I say 

all of us , pretty well - some field in some area, I 

have seen it in the smaller places~where they had an 

old stocking tied up with hay or something in it and 

they were using it for a football. 

MR. NOLAN : Hmv about a pig's bladder? 

MR. FLIGHT: A pig's bladder. 

- 61.93 



May 5, 1977, Tape 2216, Page 2 -- apb 

MR. MURPHY: I have not seen a pig's bladder. 

SOME HON. ME!1BERS: You have not? 

HR. HURPHY: I have heard of it but I have 

never seen 11ne. 

Again I say, and I would like to 

congratulate this government in the first instance 

because I think we have carried on the programmes that 

were done under recreational grants and whatnot. But 

I would say this, if there is any emphasis to be placed 

on recreation, it is playing the game for the sake of the 

g&ue, and let us call it recreation and not competition. 

I think we have gone a little bit overboard in trying to ...,. 

make a Bobby Orr or a Mickey Mantle or this type of 

person. 

Instead of saying, Look, we have 

one hundred kids in this community; for Heaven's sake 

let us get them out here. If they are out here kicking 

a football they are not over there•breaking windows or 

anything else. I think that is something else that has 

to be done. What I would like, and we all have a 

responsibility whatever our district to represent, I 

would like for the members of the districts who have 

these problems to come together and sit down and talk 

about what is happening and let us start, as I say again,to 

use your schools for the focal point. Because I can take 

you in many areas of this Province today where there is 

not twenty feet of open space around schools where they 

can get out to even skip a rope of play hopscotch like 

they used to years ago. 

When schools are being sited I 

think that should be an important part, that immediately 

in the area, if possible, there should be some open space 

so that you can make a playing area out of it, and then 

encourage those who have graduated, who have received the 

benefits of an education, to come together and assist. 
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1·1R. HURPHY: We have reached the stage now, I 

think, where the great fat sow, if you like~ just cannot 

dish it out any more; the money is not there. He will 

have to instill in our youth, if you want to go - ~ 
HR. HICK.."'1AN: I have to rise the Committee. 

MR. MURPHY: You can rise the Committee and I 

will finish. Thank you very much. 

On motion that the Committee rise, 

report progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker 

returned to the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: r1r. Speaker, the Cornrni ttee of 

Supply have considered the matters to them referred 

and have directed me to report progress and ask leave to 

sit again. 

On motion report received and 

adopted, Committee ordered to sit again presently. 

MR. SPEAKER: It being 1:00 p.m. I leave the 

Chair until 3:00 p.m. 
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The House resumed at 3 P.M. 

~·Ir. Speaker in the Chair. 

}ill.. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. HICIQA'.AN: Hr. Speaker, by leave of the House I would 

like to call for second reading the Bill No. 55,."An ~:<.ct To Amend 

The Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro (Loan and Gurantee Limitat.ion) 

Act, 1975". 

i·ill.. SPEAKER: Does the hon. gentleman have leave for second 

'->--
~ reading of Bill No.55? ----------

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

T:·1R. SPEAKER: Agreed. It is moved and seconded that Bill 

No. 55 entitled "An Act 'l'o Amend The :lewfoundland And Labrador 

--ydro (Loan and Guarantee Limitation) Act, 1975" be now read a 

Hon. ~tinister of Finance. 

Hr. Speaker, this is a situation which is an 

unfortunate one 'lvhich the government or the Province,or at least 
\ 

k Crown Agency of the Province finds itself in. The wording 

of the present act, "The l:iewfoundland And Labrador Hydro (Loan 

and Guarantee Limitation) Act" reads that '' The aggregate of 

monies to be raised by tvay of loan by the Corporation after the 

date of the coming into force of this Act, shall not, without 

further reference to the Legislature, exceed the sum of two 

hundred million dollars in Canadian currency or its equival2nt 

in the currency of any other country or countries~' 

1-lell .,the chief legal counsel for Newfoundland Hydro has 

interpreted that to mean that that is an all-inclusive amount 

and that no treasury bills, short-term borrowings, roll-overs, 

repayments, overdrafts Jif you tvill ?of any kind can be transacted 

by Hydro. 

L-\,_~ RON. ;'-!E~·1BER: They are not overdrafts. 

HR. DOODY: Not really. They peak at the bank and the bank says 

"You kno~,,, this is your situation" and they repay it from monies 

that get durin~ the next mon~hs and so on. It is a floating line 

of credit, as it were. 
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l-L.~. :NEARY: Hunicipalities, ,for instance~cannot have an 

overdra=t unless they get permission of the ~~nister . 

:,IR.. DOODY: That is right. 

Can the :{ewfoundland Hydro Corporation have an 

overdraft without: the permission of the Hinister of Finance? 

~-IH .• DOODY : l~o. 

NR . ·-EARY : They cannot. 

MR . DOODY: No .There is a line of credit established,which 

is the same. 

PIR. ROBERTS: What is the line of credit? 

MR. DOODY: Pardon? 

MR. ROBERTS: ~fuat is the line of credit? 

MR DOODY: The line of credit is-the amount is something that I 

quite honestly do not know. I know that it is an amount that 

the financial people, the professionals ,feel is ~vell within the 

limits of the corporation to handle during the next month's income 

sort of thing. 

l1R. ROBERTS : Hhat income -

~.lR. DOODY: And as such the people in finance do not have too 

much problems Tt7ith it. I am sorry ? 

HR. ROBERTS: 

I will ~vai t. 

}IR. DOODY: 

No,go ahead.I have a couple of questions here. 

The problem with the wording of this particular 

bill as it now ·stands is that,as I have said,once the borrowing 

has been entered into - whether it is a thirty day treasury bill, 

'\vhich most of this stuff is -it is i!!cluded by definition,or by 

interpretation of the chief legal counsel- of Hydro.., as being part 

of the aggregate of all loans. And the intent of the bill was never 

that,but during normal business practices short-term borrowings 

which &re paid off during the following month and the sort of thing 

that I have described earlier r.vould not be included in that~ and 

'-''e are talking about long-term debt from t1venty to t~.;enty-five 
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HR. DOODY: year money sort of thing that ten or fifteen -

or even one or t-.;.;ro year money-is not included in that, so that 

the net borrowings at any time 
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Hr. Doody: 

when you get to the end of the year by the corporation will not 

exceed $200 million. That is the spirit of the Act, and that is 

the 1.vay the Act has been carried out. To date under this Act 

Hydro has borrmved $30 million, and it has borrort1ed ·$35 million, 

which is $65 willian, and we have now another bond issue in 

Ontario ready to be distributed, ready to be signed on Monday, 

Hhich is another $30 million ~vhich comes to $95 million. And 

there is a -

MR. ROBERTS: The cost was $70 million. 

MR. DOODY: Then there is the Gull Island loan~from the government 

to the Gull Island Corporation~which may or may not,as the House 

decides,be interpreted as a loan to Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro. 

I think, personally,for all practical purposes~it should very well 

be included in the Newfoundland and Hydro. 

~IR. ROBERTS: Ho"\v could it not be a loan to Hydro? 

HR. DOODY: It is a loan to the Gull Island Corporation. 

MR. ROBERTS: But Gull Island is a wholly owned sub. 

HR. DOODY: Exactly. So as I say~ for all practical purposes 

this House should consider it as part of its total overall Hydro 

borrm·1ing. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

~1R. DOODY: 

Is there a legal opinion on that point ,by the ~vay? 

The point I was trying to make is that for the purno~P~ ~f 

this Ac~- it is immaterial,because it still brings us beneath the 

$200 million level. And since that $78 million loan to Gull Island 

is going to be debated in the House,whether under a separate Act by 

the minister, and if not then certainly under the Supply Bill, the 

Supplementary Supply Bill 1 that $78 million will be debated, 

which will give us an opportunity to examine the Gull Island operation 

and the application of that $78 million~"\vtere it has gone and what has 

happened to it. But as I say,in any event~even considering that under 

the umbrella of this particular Act it still brings us up to an 

aggregate of $173 million in long-term or in normal borrowing. 
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Mr. Doody: 

So we ask t~1e permission of the House for - and I quote 

the Act - "For the removal of doubt it is hereby declared that in 

calculating for the purpose of this Act the maximum amount of 

moneys to be raised by Hay of loans by the Corporation and of 

guarantees given to ~he Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Act - or 

pursuant to Th~ Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Act, 1975 at any 

time, no account shall be taken of any amounts raised by way of loan 

after 25, 1975 that have been repaid or any part of the proceeds 

of a loan to be raised for, or that has been expended on, the 

repayment, refinancing, refunding, redemption or purchase of the 

Hhole or any part of any loans or securities of the Corporation." 

So Hhat we are saying is that in calculating the maximum amount of 

money we still stay Hithin the $200 million figure but we do not 

include in the total the amount of these type of financings which 

I have just read. The theory here is, I think, if v.;e were to accept 

the opinion of the interpretation by the Chief Legal Officer of Hydro 

and, of course, the people in Toronto who are involved in _the loan 

issue ~ave no choice but to do that, and of course, the gentleman in 

question who has given his opinion has done it in ~l"'l"'rl f~ifh e!1rl, i~ ~is 

opinion the wording of the Act is too loose to deserve. __ anot:hP,.. 

opinion, then . ~,;hat we are saying in effect that every t\vo or three 

or four or one or a half million dollar short terQ note .that has 

been borrowed by Hydro,w·hether it is repaid in thirty days or whether 

it is in effect a debt of any sort just adds up until you get to a 

$200 million figure and then there ~•ill be no more borrowing. That 

of course was never the spirit of the Act. And so in order to get 

the opinion cleared that would make the bond issue available to the 

buyers on Monday~we are asking permission of the House to get second 

reading, and indeed to pass the Bill in its entirety today. It is 

something that should have been done. Quite frankly,we should have 

brought this legis)ation into the House several months ago because 

there is nothing strange about it, there is nothing '"rong about it, 
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}1r. Doody : 

it was just that the bill was -

AN liON • HE11BER: Sloopy! 

l'lR. DOODY: Yes. I will say it quite honestly, it \vas sloppily 

dra\m up in 

• 
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Hr. Doody. 

the first place. ·r,re did not have the correct terminology in the 

legal sense. It appeared to be defined from the layman's point 

of view, but the legal people are having difficulties with it. 

He knew about this some time ago. Tile should have had it brought 

before the House prior to this, and I can only say thank you to 

the members of the Opposition, the official Opposition and the member 

for LaPoile (Hr. Neary) for granting us leave to pass this bill. It 

will not increase the indebtedness of the Province. It will give 

the necessary flexibility in borrmving that is necessary to allow 

Hydro to do what has to be done. There are several other questions 

that have to be answered and have to be debated,and probably will be 

later on. One of them that weighs on me heavily is: Should Newfoundland 

and Labrador Hydro be a borrowing entity of its own, and should not 

perhaps the Government of Newfoundland do all the borrm.;ing and do 

it under one umbrella? Haybe the Department of Finance should be 

responsible for all the borrowing of the Province as it is for 

NMFC. In that way perhaps we can avoid this sort of problem. As 

it stands now, Sir, we have the high hope and expectation and the 

- . 
permission or the co-operation of the Opposition to get this act 

through in time to allow the signing on Honday and the distribution 

of the bond issue. And with that, Sir, I move second reading. 

XR. SPEAKER: The han. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. ROBERTS : Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding that this is 

a very technical bill that has been introduced into the House in the 

circumstances which the Minister of Finance has outlined. The 

government,or Hydro I should say -but they are the same for these purposes, 

because the Hydro Corporation is by statute an agent of the Crown and 

in other words the Hydro Corporation's signature on a piece of paper 

as evidence of a debt is exactly the same as if it"had been executed 

by His Honour, the Governor or by a :"1inister of the Crown. 

MR. DOODY: It has to have the gua~antee of the Crown. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Yes, the minister points out that it has to have 

the guarantee of the Crovm. In practical terms it does. In legal 

terms, as I understand it, it would not matter the least whether t~e 

Crown guaranteed it or not, because Hydro is a direct agent of the 

Crown and can commit the Crmm specifically. The market may insist 

upon- but it is not for legal reasons. It is for the satisfaction 

of those ominous gentlemen up in Wall Street,who seem to be more 

and more determining the affairs of this Province, it is for their 

satisfaction.They ~~ant to see the name of a minister written across 

the back of the note, underneath ~he ~.;ords which say something like, 

I hereby guarantee that the goverr~ent will pay these debts if the 

corporation for some reason do not or cannot. As the minister has 

said,the government,or Hydro,have found themselves in a bit of an 

embarrassing position. They have gone ahead and contracted to sell 

a $30 million bond issue, And when they were doing the legal 

work in connection with it, it was discovered that one of these 

senior officers, the law officers involved - I am not sure of his title -

but the Chief Legal Advisor to the Hydro Corporation, Mr. Cyril Greene, 

a man of great service in the Province, a former Deputy ~tinister of 

Justice, a former legal advisor to the Executive Council of this 

Province~ I understand ~rr. Greene has raised a legal question. And 

the legal question,i£ I understand it correctly~is fairly simple 

to state, and equally simple to straighten out. It is simply that 

Hydro is limited by the act, ~~hich is amended by this bill, to a debt 

structure which shall not exceed in amount $200 million without 

subsequent or further authorization by the House. 

The legal point then arises. If the Hydro Corporation 

borrows $1 million short-term, a thirty day not or a ninety day 

note or some form of paper, and subsequently pays it off 1 whether 

it borrows more funds or uses other funds that it earns or come to 

it other than through borrowings, does that $1 million count as part of 

the $200 million or not? i'·lr. Greene's opinion~ based on the 'lvording 
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Mr. Roberts . 

of the act passed by this House about tHo years ago~is that 

it daes cou~t as part of the $200 million total. The effect of 

that t.J.~en I gather is that if we do not authorize this bill 

there is considerable legal doubt as to ~.;hether Hydro have the 

power to sell the $30 million bond issue which they have contracted 

to sell , in other '"or ds to borro~7 the $30 million extra. ~vell .. 
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MR. ROBERTS: that is a very technical point and the simple 

way to resolve it is in the form which the government have 

undertaken and that is simply to add a clause in the ~vords 

of section one of this bill \vhich begins, "For the removal 

of doubt it is hereby declared." He are quite prepared to 

go with that, Sir, and in fact if the government wish to 

ask the House to consider the bill at all stages today we 

are quite prepared to consent to that, 

NM- 1 

The minister mentioned that Monday is the} 

I do rot know what, the closing date - is it? - of the bond issue, 

and it Yrill be very helpful,! am sure,if by Monday they had an 

opinion from Mr. Greene ,whose opinion I guess would be central 

to this as the chief leg a] advisor to the corporation, if they 

had an opinion saying that in his opinion it was proper for the 

corporation to issue these bonds and it in fact had authority 

under the relevant statutes to do so. I would think it ·Hould be 

very interesting if that opinion were not present. I suspect the 

bond purchasers would be reluctant to pony up $30 million when 

there was some doubt on the question. 

Well I think Mr.Greene is to be complimented, 

Sir, for having raised such a fine point of legal analysis and having 

brought it to the attention of the government promptly,as I have 

no doubt he did,and the government in turn have responded. 

Mr. Speaker, there are just one or t\vO other 

points I would like to make in connection with the subject matter of 

this bill, r.-rhich as I understand it is the debt structure or the 

debt operations of the Hydro Corporation. First of all~! think it is 

worth recalling the circumstances in which this bill was passed by 

the House two years ago. At that time the government were still 

maintaining the fiction that they could go ahead with the Lo~ver 

Churchill develooment. They had not then admitted that the Lower 

Churchill develooment was as dead then as the dodo, The Premier was 
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MR. ROBERTS: preparing to go around the Province to blow off 

the tons of mountains and generally to hold it out that the Lower 

Churchill was going to go ahead. And as part and ,arcel of the 

~vindow dressing ,and that is all it was, the ~Y'indow dressing 

in connection with that scheme, '"e had brought into the House 

a bill to constitute a Hydro Corporation. 

Now I do not know the exact name of it 

and it does not really matter. All that it did was change the 

name, ~ave the draftsman some fine work to do,and we had 

a new bill brought in which essentially did very little except 

change the name of the corporation that had existed for three 

or four years before that,and replaced it with the name which we 

now have which I believe is Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro 

Corporation. But it is the same animal. It is the same monster 

no matter hmY" we dress it. Was it Gertrude Stein once said, 
t' 

"A rose is a rose is a rose 1 \·lell ,Hydro is Hydro is Hydro. 

Now one of the clauses in that bill, 

~r. Speaker, led to a dence of an argument here in the House 
\ 

because one of the clauses in that Hydro bill would have permitted 

Rydro~and Hydro is the agent of the government as well as the 

creature of the government, would have permitted the borrowing 

of unlimited amounts of money on the credit of the Province. There 

was no restriction at all. Hydro could hve gone out,and if somebody 

had been willing to lend them money Hydro could have borrowed 

any given amount of money, any amount that anybody could have lent 

them,and could have pledged in return therefore not just the credit 

of Hydro but the credit of the Province, 

Well there was considerable debate here in 

the Rouse, Sir, and considerable angry debate because many of us 

felt that that was an imoroper course for the government to persue. 

Well as a result of that the gover~ment undertook to bring in the 

bill which subsequently became the Newfoundland and Labrador 
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~~ . ROBERTS: Hydro (Loan and Guarantee Limitation) Act , 1975. 

Oh, t~ey maintai:1ed that it t-ras their 

plan all along,and some of us~I think with legitimate cause, 

feel that that is glossing over it somewhat. But be t hat as it 

may,eventually a separate bill came in and the separate bill 

because the limitation of Loan and Guarantee Act , the 1975, 
-:: 

No. 49 , the one we are now amending . That said as I recalJ 

it1and I do not have it in front of me right nm¥ , as I recall 

it it said in so many ~vords that Hydro cannot borrow more than 

S200 million without coming back to the Rouse for further 

approval. 

Now I agr ee with the minister Hhen he 

says the intent of that act clearly,and certainly speaking 

as one member of the House who was involved in the de~ates , my 

understanding of it -w.::~ .c: clearly that the intent t•las exactly 

as he stated , t hat it was S200 million gr oss as a ceil.ing . 

If there was some roll- overs involved that did not 
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really affect anybody because ,.,hat we were concerned 

with is the total to -.;.;hich the credit of the Province was pledged. 

\·Jell, that is fine. The problem is nm,;r - and r am not suggesting 

that the ceiling has been pledged; I accept the minister's 

figures.I have no cause or reason in any way to doubt them and 

I do not doubt them at all - the problem is now though that 

Hydro, Sir, and the government are their willing partners in 

this,have breached completely the intent of not just this 

financial legislation,but the main financial legislation,which 

is the limitation of borrowing act~whatever name we put on it. 

It is the Financial _Administration Act, I think is the appropriate 

title. 

Hydro have now borrowed-in addition to the t~.;o or three bond 

issues to which the minister referred,and in addition to whatever 

short-term borrowing they may have made, either thirty day notes 

in the market, sixty, ninetJ, whatever the instruments they are 

using~or for that matter their line of credit at the bank, what 

presumably would be caught up under the terms of this particular 

act - Hydro have now borrowed,Ln addition to the other amounts, 

they have borrowed or undertaken to borrow $78.8 million from the 

government. I think $75 million of it has been borroHed and 

there is an undertaking to borrow an extra $3. 8 million and 

t~"lere is the appropriate place in the estimates, ~·Thich are before 

the Committee of Supply now, a provision to allow the government 

to finance that $3.8 million. 

As the Minister of Finance said,that loan has yet to be 

debated here in the HousP. The $3.8 million portion may have 

been debated and passed in the House. I think it is in the 

Finance Department estimates )and since the Finance estimates have 

been carried then,you knmv-, the item has been considered to be 

carried whether it was actually debated or not. 

The $75 million, ~Ir. Speaker, has not been debated, it has not 
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NR. ROBERTS: been discussed, it has been barely adverted to 

and in fact if one had not been reading the supplementary ~.;arrants 

very carefully one ,.;oulci. not have known t>vo or three months ago 

when the >varrants o;vere tabled that the government had lent 

$75 million to Hydro. 

HR. DOODY: 

}fR. ROBERTS: 

I deliberately read it out. 

Well then I did not recall that but I certainly 

accept it.The minister,,vhen he tabled the warrants,made reference 

to it. 

}fR. DOODY: 

?'1R·. ROBERTS: 

:t-'IR. DOODY: 

Could I -

Yes,sure. 

I remember it 'lvas shortly after the time when 

His Honour made a ruling that documents could be considered tabled 

if they -v1ere passed to the Clerk of the House., and I felt that 

this may in many cases be a reasonable and fair thing. But in 

the case of w·arrants, such as the magnitude of some of the 

>varrants that I brought in ~this may not have been the intent and 

so I deliberately brought attention of the House at the time I 

brought in this ~;·;arrant that there T.vas a $75 million loan to 

Hydro and it was done deliberately to bring to the House's 

attention that this had happened. It could have been tabled. 

HR. ROBERTS: l·lell I thank the minister for refreshing my 

memory and I am grateful to him. He did the right thing and 

I think he did it for exactly the right reasons ,and 'tve should 

all appreciate that. But that does not take away from the import 

of \vhat I am saying. The import of ~.;hat I am saying, ar. Speaker, 

is that the government borrowed on the market and lent - it 

happened to a Cro~~ Corporation-$75 million without any prior 

authorization from the House of Assembly. In fact~there has been 

no subsequent authorization as yet. Ynere will be either in 

supplementary supply or_,it has been indicated by the minister 

on occasion, perhaps in a senarate bill. However the ministry 
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HR. DOODY: In supplementary supply. 

HR. ROBERTS: Hmvever the ministry intend to handle it. I 

mean.,there will be a minister ••ho will sponsor a piece of 

legislation. ~0~1, I am not saying the loan 1;.,ras unlawful. I 

do not think it Has. The loan was made properly under the 

authority of the Financial Administration Act the special 

'\varrant was dra>vn, a sp.ecial warrant was issued according to 

the rules. The money was borrowed or taken from wherever it 

was taken, it >vas lent to the subsidiary of Hydro,and I have 

no doubt the proper pieces of paper went back and forth between 

Phillip Place and Confederation Building and everything is 

hunky-dory and above board. 

But the single significant factor remains that at no time 

was this House given any opportunity to discuss this, to debate 

it, to decide upon it or even to find out what was in it. And 

here it is gone now, the money is spent, this is part of the 

$80 million that the government have plouged into·the Lower 

Churchill. 'i.J"e did have a debate on that a year and a half ago, 

it was about eighteen months ago now. And that is the last 

time the House was given an opportunity to do it. 

Now I agree it was lawful. I have no reason to question the 

legality of the procedure and even if I did it is obvious that 

the law officers of the Crown were satisfied and it is their 

opinion that counts on matters such as these, not mine. But 

still must maintain, }rr. Speaker, that the whole process was 

an abuse, and I venture to say a 
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Mr. Roberts: 

deliberate or a knmving abuse, even if it ~- as not deliberate, a 

knowing abuse of the ~vhole special 'lirarrants process, a knmdng 

abuse of the principle which this government has espoused and 

advocated so many times, but has not lived up to, has not honoured, 

the principle that the government T.vould not borrmv money without 

prior authorization from the House of Assembly. 

Now, Sir, the government can take refuge behind the 

fact that it was legally in order, but I will say, Sir, that if that 

loan was made under the Financial Administration Act as it was, under 

authority of a special warrant drawn under the Financial Administration 

Act~that ~hat is a perversion of the purposes and intent and principle 

of that Act. I accept i~s within the wording of the Act. But 

when the Act was drawn up it never occurred to anybody, and indeea· · 

would not have occurred to any reasonable person that the government 

would ever use it, would ever use a special warrant to borrow $75 

million to plough into a project. Special warrants, Sir, are a very 

limited, and a very special, and a very specific type of financial 

procedure. They are supposed •to be issued, and I do not have the 

wroding of the Act before me, but they are suppose to be issued only 

when there is an urgent and emergency need that cannot be met out of 

the supply voted by the House. They are a means of getting around 

the House of Assembly. And the House in authorizing them, and they 

have been, the procedure has been authorized by the House, and it is 

not new to the Financial Administration Act; it was only in the old 

Revenue and Audit Act which was the basic financial legislation of 

this Province for twenty-odd years - what? t-.;venty-five, in effect, from 

1949 until the Financial Administration Act was passed in 1974 or 1975~ 

The Revenue and Audit Act allowed special warrants. And I think. 

tney are a necessary administrative device, _T?ey are circumstaaces 

1vhich cannot be anticipated, circumstances in 11hich the government nust 

spend money~and if they have not been authorized by the House to spend 

it then there must be a procedure to enable them to pay the bills. 
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Mr. Roberts: 

That is fair. 

But the Gull Island c2.se, Hr. Speaker, is not such a 

procedure. The Gull Island case -.:.;as perfectly_ could be anticipated 

r..lith perfect ease, ought to have been anticipated when the government 

drew up the 1976-1977 Budget they ought to have known, and I will 

venture to say that some of them did in fact know they would need 

most of this money in the 1976-1977 fiscal year; it ought to have 

been provided for , it ought to have been authorized by the borrowing 

legislation. It was not, Sir. 

He used to hear a great deal about the borrowing 

legislation. The gentleman from St. John's East (Mr. Harshall) 

is like a broken record, and quite a tuneless record on the question 

of borrm.7ing and prior authority by the House to borrow. Hell he is 

right in r..;hat he said. But let it be recognized that the legislation 

of which all the han. gentle:uea on tte other side claim to be so 

proud does not prevent borrowing, does not prevent the commitment of 

vast sums of the credit of this Province without prior authorization of 

the House of Assembly. 'i.J'e had the Alberta loan and "lve had the case 

of the $75 million Hydro loan. 

The money has been borrowed, and in due course it Hill 

be authorized by the House. It would be a pretty pickle if it was not, 

if this House "lvere to turn down the Supplementary Supply Bill,or if this 

House were to turn down whatever the - if this Bill, the Bill now before 

us is turned down,all that happens is we have defaulted on a $30 million 

loan; we have made a contract to buy $30 million on certain terms, and 

the minister and the Hydro people will not be able to honour that contract, 

they may or may not be open to some dam2.ges, perhaps a penalty is 

provided. But that is different. 

The Hydro loan, Sir, has been borrmved by the government, 

lent to Hydro and is spent and gone. And \·7hat ha-ppens now if the P.ouse, 

unlikely the House would do it; the goverr~ent have a majority; they 

\vill say, Hell we have got a najority~we will put it through. I suppose 

they knmv that, and they certainly believe it, the majority Hill stand 
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Mr. Rober ts: 

by them. But the fact remains the money has been borroHed, the money 

has been spent, anci the House of Assembly ~as not even been consulted. 

Indeed, until the Ninister of Finance tabled the ,.,errants, but I do 

not have the date on Hhich he tab lee the t.;arrants but it was shortly 

after the session began in February month, the minister tabled the 

tvarrants and pointed out this particular pr oceeding had done 

until that had happened nobody in the House was aware, nobody in the 

House knew, mig!:tt have heard somet.;here outside but one hears lots of 

things around St. John's and around the Province, but the government 

had not said that tve put the Province another $75 millions in hock . 

~m., there is no point of my getting choleric 

over that, because, of course, I cannot change what has been done. 

And in fact, you know, the money is spent, the money is gone ; the 

contracts are made, they ought not to have been made . A number of 

us in this House voted against it when a r esolution was brought in 

in December of 1975 to authorize some expenditures at Churchill , not a 

resolution in the financial sense, but a resolution giving the sense 

of the House. 

But it should be 
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Mr. Roberts. 

pointed out that the government's oft vaunted claim, the government's 

oft trumpeted-statement that, We will not pledge the credit of this 
- . -

Province without first going to the House of Assembly and getting 

approval; that that particular claim is nonsense, balderdah, stuff, 

foolishness, ridiculous rubbish. They have done it time and time 

again, and that is all I am saying. They have done it in the case 

of the Hydro loan. They have done it, I maintain, in the case of 

the Alberta loan, although the minister by - he and I disagree 

on that. I think legally - I do not question the legality of it. 

Obviously the thing is legal or nobody in Alberta would have lent us 

the money. But they have not acted in the spirit of this act, 

and they have not acted in the spirit of the Financial Administration 

Act. They have not acted in the spirit which they trumpeted. They 

have not acted according to the- principle which they enunciated. 

They are taking refuge behind the narrow words of a statute. Legal, 

I agree, Sir, legal, lawful, but not proper. It is certainly not 

the way a group of men ought to act. This is not an emergency. The 

$75 million was not an emergency. It was perfectly foreseeable. 

It ought to have been foreseen. It ought to have been included in 

last year's budget. One can speculate why it was not. It ought to have 

been included in the 1976 authorization of borrowing bill. One can 

only speculate why it was not. That is my point, Mr. Speaker. There is 

this fiction that this present administration will not borrm.; 

money without coming first to the House. Well that fiction, Sir, 

is only that, is a fiction. It is a pile of nonsense, a pile of rubbish, 

and they have shown by their actions that the principle is nothing more 

than \vOrds. It is not a maxim on which they will act. 

The $75 million \vas borrowed; the $75 million was 

spent in the sense the government gave it to Hydro or lent it to Hydro 

~.;ho in turn paid the bills 'vith it, and the House ~.;as never consulted 

nor thought of first nor last. The government stand indicted of that. Indeed 
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they cannot plead anything at all, Sir, except guilty to that 

charge, because they are guilty of having breached the principle 

of the Financial Administration Act, the principle of the whole 

fiscal policy which they have so often trumpeted. 
- . - . 

Now, Hr. Speaker, let me make two other points, 

one a very short one- which I will make very quickly. The 

minister aaverted to it again. Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro 

has a number of subsidiaries. Churchill Falls Corporation Limited 

is a subsidiary, at least two-thirds of it. Gull Island Power 

is 100 per cent owned by Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro. For 

all I know there may be other subsidiaries, but these are the 

two big ones. I would like an assurance from the minister that 

the act which is now before us, and the act which it amends -and 

they will become one in the same when the amendment is adopted, as 

it will be - apply equally at least to Gull Island Power. Now 

CFLCo is in a different position. It is a going operation; it is 

an operating entity; it has a Board of Directors, interesting,by 

the way,some of the friends of hon. gentlemen opposite. I assume 

they are friends, at least, political bedfellows, of hon. gentlemen 

opposite who end up on the Board of Directors. But, you know, it 

was always thus, and it will always be. There may be some changes 

in the names, I guess, from time to time. 

But I would like an assurance that this act applies 

to at least Gull Island Pmver and to the non-CYI.Co subsidiaries. 

I guess CFLCo does not borrow very much now. It may have a bit of a line 

of credit at the bank to enable it to pay its wages and things like that, 

you know, the normal float that really any business must have, although 

CFLCo may have enough working capital even to enable it to handle that. 

CFLCo's borrowing days are over and done with. CFLCo 's debt is 

very large, but it is secured , and it is being serviced, you know, 

according to the undertaking. 
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But Hydro, through Gull Island, will - they have 

already borrowed a large amount of money, $75 million at least. 

They may have some other debts that we do not know of. They may 

have some of which we do- mow. I know of two million ___ or-d1ree million 

dollars worth which Gull Island Power still owe. But, you know, 

if the act does not apply to the wholly owned subsidiary - and 

I do not know whether the words are adequate; if they are not, 

we have got to make sure there are words that are adequate - then 

the whole procedure is wide enough open that Gull Island Power could 

go out and borrow any amount of money,pledging what amounts to our 

credit · no matter how you slice it, and thus 
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~. ROBERTS: driving a coach. and four right through the 

~.rhole principle of the act now before the House, 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, may I repeat 

a point which I have made and which I am going to go on making 

until it is heeded.,because I think it is a sensible one. ltTe have 

had a lot of talk in this session of the House about the fact that 

a number of the Crown corporations have got, when I say 1out of 

control' I am not suggesting that they are doing thing improperly 

or unlawfully~but have got beyond the control of this Legislature; 

and the Housing Corporation- we had a slice at a couple of days 

ago is a prime example of that, They raise rents without any 

regard to anybody or anything. 

Hydro is the classic example. It is a 

monstrously large corporation,and I am using the adjective in the 

adverbial sense to modify the large, not to say Hydro is a monster, 

it threatens to be a monster at times but at this stage it is 

only monstrously large. I know it reports to a minister and 

the minister sits in the House,but getting information out of 

ministers is a difficult job, Sir, is a difficult job to say the 

least,and the House is not a forum that is particularly suited 

to getting information of this sort, 

We do not get reports from Hydro. I do 

not know when Hydro last made an annual report. The last document 

on which I could get my hands is a glossy little coloured brochure 

with some lovely little photographs in it and a few figures that 

really do not tell very much. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Does it-nave· tlie- min~si"re·r ·-spiCttife? _____ -

MR. ROBERTS: No,being Minister of Mines and Energy in the present 

administration is like being Minister of Finance, it is far less 

sought after than admired, 

~1R. FLIGHT: He inherited a mess, 
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~fR. ROBERTS: But my point is we do not get very much information. 

Now I know if you call Hydro,and I have occasion to on occasion. 

or my people do and,you know~we find them very co-operative, if you 

ask for a bit of information they will give it to you. But 

the people of this Province, Sir, have no idea of what Hydro 

is up to. I confess if I were asked ~-rbat the annual sales 

of Hydro are I probably could not give it to the nearest 

$10 million. I do not know what their activities are, I do 

not know what their balance sheet is and I do not think anybody 

in the House does,except probably some of the Cabinet. 

MR. PECKFORD: There is an annual report now, ·-r-h-a'Venaa 

l.t -since--Friday. 

MR. ROBERTS: Fine, That is fair enough. The minister has 

an annual report and in due course it will be presented to us. 

But it is kind of late and even then annual reports tend to 

conceal more than they reveal. I mean they are very cleverly 

written documents, They are written for a purpose, a legitimate 

purpose~but the purpose for which they are written is usually 

not to reveal information. 

So I am going to repeat a suggestion 

I made before. I made it in connection with the Linerboard 

milL A year or so ago Mr. John Crosbie accepted it .,but 'lvas 

unable obviously to carry his colleagues in the Cabinet on the 

point. I will repeat it now in respect of Hydro, I think 

these Crown corporations, Sir, should be subject to scrutiny 

by committees of this House in exactly the same ~vay as they are 

in Ottawa. All of the Crown corporations appear before the 

committees. For exarnple,the other day the Salt Fish Corporation, 

there \vere quite a number of news stories in either yesterday's 

papers or the day before, the Salt Fish Corporation aopeared before 

the appropriate standing committee in Ottawa, officials~Mr. ~~aloney, and 

6218 



~'fay 5. 1977 Tape No, 2224 

~. ROBERTS: Mr. Crewe, or whoever the senior officials, 

Mr. Lou Bradbury, the Chairman of the Corporation was there. 

~embers of Parliament were able to ask him questions, answers 

were given, points were made. 

MR.~ "NEARY: They were too busy getting his slate 

lined up for City Hall. 

MR. ROBERTS: Could be. As a non-resident of the city 

I am not familiar with that. 

MR. MURPHY: 

HR ROBERTS: 

and everything. 

~1R. ~HY: 

MR.. ROBERTS: 

Was that a public session there? 

Yes, these are public and minutes are kept 

Right in the House. 

I do not think they are held in the House. 

I think they are held in committee rooms. 

"MR.. MURPHY : Rather that;~. an open session like we are 

NM- 3 

here today but perhaps down in a committee room where the member -

MR. ROBERTS: Like our Public Accounts Committee in fact and 

they can be very useful. Sometimes political debate breaks out, 

sure,but often the debate is carried on at another level. And they 

are not perfect but they are a big improvement. Now I know a House 

of 260-plus, members specialize. There are ~o or three members in 

Ottawa who know an immense amount, say~ about the CNR you know 

and have gained it in this -r,.1ay, Now Hhen the Salt Fish Corporation 

was before the -whatever committee it was, I suppose the Fisheries 

Committee, I doubt if most of the members were very interested but 

Bill Rompkey was there and Jack Marshall was there and Lloyd Crouse 

was there, to name three whose names were in the paper and all 

of them have an obvious interest in the operations of the 

Salt Fish Cornoration. And it is a yery good forum, \-Tell we 

do not need as many committees, Sir, I would certainly like 

to see one or two. I think we ought to have one on Linerboard· 

Over the years I think it would have made I think everybody's life a 

lot better. We ought to have one on Hydro, Officials can come before 

them and can ask questions, can make points. They do not get 

ballyragged. 
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}'IR.. ROBERTS: I never heard of officials being ballyragged 

in these situations. lilld if they are you know,ministers are 

there quite capable of defending them;or the government,if they 

have a majority in the House- as they do have a majority on 

committee - it is a process in ~vhich there are protections 

against abuse if anybo~y were to try that. But I think members 

of the House ought to be able to make points to Hydro,and I 

think Hydro ought to be able in turn to make points back. 

CAPT. WINSOR: 

i1R. ROBERTS: 

It would save a lot of time in the House. 

And my friend from Fogo says it would save a 

lot of time in the House, make the whole thing more meaningful. 

Perhaps the budgets could at no point will this House ever 

discuss the budget of Hydro. They could be spending hundreds 

of millions of dollars down there doing what they may, but there 

is no way in w-hich ~ve can discuss it unless - oh we can raise 

it sure. You can bring in a petition~perhaps on the estimates, 

but the estimates time is so limited v7e ought not to get into 

it. 

The same ~vith the . Liquor Corporation. I think there are some 

members who have legitimate concerns about some aspects of the 

liquor corporation's operation. I am not saying there is anything 

wrong but,you know, questions to be asked, procedure that 

are questioned. Hydro, the Rousing Corporation~ You know~we 

are getting more and more into the age3 and I guess ;.;re have to 

have it.,~.;rhere we have to have these large corporations to enable 

the public service to deliver services to the public. And it has 

been decided, and I agree with this as a principle that in many 

cases the delivery of services can be performed more effectively 

by a corporation. 

I do not knm.;r how many v7e have. \.Je have Hydro, 1;.;re have ~lCP, 

~.;rhich is a crmv-n corporation and is never debated in the House 

unless somebody wants to bring up,you know,a particular aspect 
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~1R. ROBERTS: of their operations. 

A~·l" RON. ~.!EMBER: St.John's Housing. 

:l·!R. ROBERTS: St. John's Housing, Ne;.;foundland and Labrador 

Housing. At some point presumably ~.;e ,.,ill have some kind of 

Corporation in Labrador. 

SOHE RON l:-1El:i.BERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: Harmon. 

HR. DOODY: Any corporations that are shell corporations. 

MR. ROBERTS: And I am not talking so much of the operating 

companies of Confederation Building Limited or these things. 

I mean they are held -

HR. DOODY: Burgeo Fish Limited • 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes.But there are a lot of operating Crown 

corporations. I mean there is one called the Grace Hospital Ltd . . 

It is hardly an operating one, the Grace Hospital is run by 

the Grace Hospital board. But if I am not mistaken there is 

still a Crown Corporation called Grace Hospital Extension Limited 

or some such thing that -

HR. PECKFORD: In any case they are still operating it. 

~~.ROBERTS: Well they are legal entities because they have bonds 

outstanding and they get revenue each year and pay off the bonds 

and all that sort of thing. I do not knou ;.;ho handles it, }Ir. 

Harry Dustan at one stage was handling about forty of them as 

executive vice-president or something, and handled them very well. 

But I am concerned ~vith the operating -

7'-ffi • PF.CK"Fmm ~ 

MR. ROBERTS: 

HR. PECKFOPJ): 

~IR. ROBERTS: 

rli'l RON • NE~IEER 

~1R. ROBERTS: 

NID. 

No, the crown corporations -

NIDC 

NIDC :-tas them under its ~-ling now. 

The parent corporation. 

But my concern is not so much for those, 
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~IR. ROBERTS: You know, Confederation Building Corporation Limited, 

whatever its name is called. 

l".lR. DOODY: It makes a payment every year. 

IlR. ROBERTS: It makes a payment every year.Do the government 

pay the rent for the building we are in and the corporation pays the rent 

to the trustee for the bond holders and everything is hunky·-dory. 

There is nothing much about that. But the h'orkman' s Compensation 

Board , the Liquor Commission, the Hydro Corporation and the 

Housing Corporation, Hedicare, Harystown !Shipyard, Burgeo Fish, 

Linerboard - which will continue to be a corporation,it has got 

several hundred million dollars \vorth of debt to try and come 

to grips with even if the mill is closed- these are all items 

which we can debate in the House, Hr. Speaker, sure, 

but we cannot really discuss them, we cannot really get very 

much information. 

And so my point quite simply 1 and I guess I am making it at 

length but I think it is an important one, is that I think the 

government ought to act to provide a procedure \vhereby these 

corporations can be scrutinized by members of the House. And 

I think that the appropriate way to do it \oTOuld be through 

committees. We have had a lot of talk, The present Premier 

is a great h&~d at talking about committees 7and I think he 

means to,· set up committees; I think he is genuine in his intent, 

but in five years in office he has done nothing at all. 

The rublic Accounts Committee has· been set up but that is, 

1;-lith all deference' no credit to the government. It is sort of

I am sorry. 

HR. ~-illRPHY: That was talked about a great many years before. 

HR. ROBERTS: Oh~ yes~ There was a Public Accounts Committee back 

in 1971, The ~[inister of Justice,as he nm.; is, and myself and Mr 

William Callahan ':vere on it. And indeed we had begun a very 

ambitious project 1-rhen unfortunately an election came and things 
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~!R . ROBERTS: 

changed someHhat . The i'Iinister of Justice and I Nere back here, but 

Hr. Callahan ~.Jas not when the dust was settled . 

~-IR . ~fL'RP:rY : I t hink He talked about all these cot!lll'.i t:tees 

back as far as I can remember 1962- 1963. 

HR. ROBERTS: 

NR . }I.URPHY : 

MR. ROBERTS : 

But, I mean the point is a valid one -

But I agree · 

I would like to see thera set up . I would like 

to see them function. I think it would nelp members, I th ink 

it would help t he Rouse·And I t hink we have goc to be very 

tende r of the fact that this House of Assemblynas imperf ect 

as it may be,and you know,we all get grudgey and grouchy 

and we all run down what we do and all these things 1 but 

damn it; 
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Hr. Roberts: 

this is the House of Assembly; every member in it is here by the 

legitimate electoral process, and it may not be a perfect instrument 

of government, but it is by far the best that anybody has -ever abie 

to work out, this system we have. It is important that we make sure 

the system 'r;vorks. And because 've are getting big government in 

Newfoundland -

HR. SMALLWOOD: What di~ ,_GJ:mr~h.ill sav? 

MR. ROBERTS: I am sorry~ 

MR. SMALLWOOD: What did he say? 

MR. ROBERTS: Churchill said -

MR. SMALLWOOD: 11The worst- form of government even adop_ted except for all the others. 11 

MR. ROBERTS: Right, or something along, you know, as my 

friend from Twilling ate (Mr. Smallwood), "!he 'vorst form of government 

ever adopted except for all of the others than anybody had ever tried. 11 

AN HON . HDfBER: George Churchill. 

MR. ROBERTS: Yes it was George Churchill, it is just down behind 

the rock in Fortune, yes, yes. 

~fR. HUHPHY: A taxi man from Portugal Cove. 

MR. ROBERTS: But, Hr. Speaker, the point is a very, very valid one. 

We have a big government now in this Province, What is it? $1,200 

millions the Minister of Finance is going to lash out this year, and 

add in an unbudgetary - -r;vhat? $1,500 millions of the public'_s_ dollars 

being spent this year? 

MR. DOODY: At least. 

MR. ROBERTS: At least $1,500 million, $1,600 millions being spent. 

If ~ve 'vere to add in, you know, Medicare will spend $3(' million or 

$40 millions this year of which only a few· millions is requested in 

the estimates of the Department of Eealth. 

~!R.. DOODY: It is all there now. 

~lR. ROBERTS: I am sorry, it is all there now under the new 

formula, was it? $50 million or $60 miilion? 

MR. DOODY: $50 million or $60 million, is it? 
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$36 million. k\T RON. MErfBER: 

l,1R. ROBERTS: $36 million, Well my guess was $40 million, 

but it is a lot of money. 

A lot of money. And we have a number of other-

unbudgetary items which do not always sho1;v up in the estimates and 

are not ah;ays debated. 

So all I am saying is I would like to see the procedure 

improved. I would like to see Committees set up. And I think it 

would help members, it would give members the opportunity to become 

more familiar with some of the Crown corporations and ~.rith their 

operations. I think we would see criticism, but I think it would be 

more constructive. Criticism now often is founded on less than a 

full knowledge of the facts, Sir, because the facts are not available~ 

or to get them is so difficult as to make them unavailable. 

So those are the points that I ~vant to make on the bill, 

Sir. I realize I am probably using a broad interpretation of the 

priniciple of this particular Act, but I think ~vhat I have said is in 

order. The Act itself,as I began by saying,is a very technical 

piece of legislation necessary to clear up a legal point, and certainly 

we for our part have no desire to inconvenience the - I mean the 

bond issue is bargained for and sold. We need the money. Hydro, I 

guess, has probably spent the money; if not they have committed it. 

They need the money and ~.re are quite willing for our part to do what 

we can to accommodate them. 

But I would ask the minister to deal with these other 

points,and I hope that out of them could come aome changes in our 

procedure which I think would be a considerable improvement. Sir , 

we will support the Bill. And also,~s I have mentioned, if the 

government i·7ish to ask leave to put it through Connnittee stag;e and 

third reading stage today, we for our part, Sir, will consent. 

SOHE EON • HEl'ffiERS : Hear, hear! 
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HR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile. 

Mr. Speaker, during this session of the House to date, 

·r, the hon. Leader of the Opposition and myself seem to be getting 

a little closer together on some issues;and still far apart on other 

issues. 

MR. HURPHY: I do not · know what will happen in the next two 

months. 

MR. ROBERTS: While the light holds out to burn -

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, sometimes I would almost feel that I 

should make the move to unite the party in the best interest of the 

people of this Province. 

MR. ROBERTS: A vledding would be interesting but the consUI!I!Ilation would 

be frowned on. 

AN HON. MEMBER: I wonder how come, Sir, you have to worry -

MR. MURPHY: You do not have to worry about me. 

~. NEARY: Hr. Speaker, -

SOME RON. HEHBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEALY: Mr. Speaker, there is still a few - as I 

say we are getting close, ·· we are close together on some issues but 

\ve are still far apart on other matters . But nevertheless, Sir, I 

do not think there is anything that is insurnountable. I believe that 

the other things that we are far apart on could be resolved. 

However, Sir, on this particular reatter the Leader 

of the Opposition and myself are in complete agreement. I agree \vith 

the statements that were made by the hon. gentlemen that this bill 

gave too much power to the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council, too much 

pm·rer to the government, took the power away from the Legislature. 

And if my han. friend will re~eiTber,when we amended the legislation 

we even reduced it down, further do1;-m to $200 million. I remember it 

\.;as rin a moment of \veakness that the official Opposition agreed to 

S200 nillion~ '!le ~;.ranted it much less than that. I believe, it was 

SSO million was the figure 
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MR. NEARY: that we had agreed on and that we 

l>~ould not surrender, we would not agree to allmving one 

cent more than $50 million to be approved for the 

Newfoundland Hydro Corporation without the prior 

approval of the Legislature. I do not know what 

happened, but somebody weakened and then the figure -

whether we were getting near the end of a session, 

whether the members were getting uptight -

MR. H. COLLINS: The hon. member has some gall. 

after kn9wing what went in this House during all those 

yea_rs to make that statement. Carry on! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, however, in a moment 

of weakness we agreed to the $200 million. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Greene, the Chief 

Legal Advisor to the Executive Council,has found a 

technicality, has f-·mnd a loophole to get this matter 

back before the Legislature again. And the technicality, 

of course, is that the Newfoundland Hydro Corporation, 

according to Mr. Greene's interpretation, has borrowed 

in one way and another, through loans, guarantees, over

drafts, interim financing, one way and another has 

borrowed more than the amount specified in the Bill, 

$200 million, and the government now finds itself in an 

embarrassing position. There are $30 million to be 

picked up in Toronto, I believe it is, just waiting for 

the signaturesof the officials of the Newfoundland 

Hydro Corporation,and the government cannot authorize 

the Hydro Corporation to go and pick it up because their 

Chief Legal Advisor says it would be a violation of the 

Act, a violation of the law of this Province. So the 

minister has to come in today and ask leave of the House 

to have an emergency debate, try to get the Bill 

through today,because if not it will be a source of 

embarrassment to the Province. 
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MR. NEARY: It could very well affect the 

credit rating of this Province. It could make 

Newfoundland the laughingstock in the international 

financial business world if this bill is not 

approved today so that Monday the officials of 

Newfoundland Hydro can go and sign the documents that 

are necessary to pick . up a cheque for that $30 million 

Now,_~asically, Sir, that is the situation as I see 

it. I do not believe I am too far wrong. I think it 

pretty well confirms what the minister said in his 

introductory remarks. There may be other points that 

I missed but generally speaking, Sir, what we are 

faced with here now, and again all the members of the 

House are put in a sort of a situation where you would 

be damned if you do and double-damned if you do not. 

We could dig our heels in and 

we could say, No, to the government, you are not going 

to get leave today, you are not going to get the 

unanimous consent of the House today to pass this bill. 

We could have first reading today, second reading on 

Monday, probably third reading on Tuesday or Wednesday -

MR. DOODY: Committee on -

MR. NEARY: Committee of the Whole, third reading, 

and then, I presume, the administrator or the Lieutenant-

Governor would have to come in and sign the bill, because 

that is the next step . . Once we go through second reading, 

Committee, third reading, then the Governor or the 

Administrator will come in and sign the bill. I presume, 

I do not know, the minister did not mention this, or at 

least if he did I was not in the House, will the 

Governor be coming in today to sign this bill if it is 

passed? 

MR. DOODY: I understand the Minister of 

Justice has arrangements made to have His Honour sign it. 

HR. NEARY: Today if it is passed. 
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r-fR. DOODY: 

MR. NEARY: 

If he is available at that time. 

Well, Sir, I hope His Honour 

manages to get up in that -

HR. DOODY: No, the Administrator. 

~.ffi. NEARY: Oh, the Administrator .. Myfriend 

the Chief Justice is going to come in. Very good! 

I will look forward to seeing the Chief Justice in the 

House. The bon. the Lieutenant-Governor, I presume, is 

travelling. 

MR. DOODY: In Honolulu. 

MR. NEARY: Honolulu? Well you cannot. get 

there in that gas-guzzling limousine, I suppose. 

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, that is 

basically what we are faced with now. We could say no 

to all of this if we wanted to. But I am not going to 

say no, I am going to give the government leave. But 
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Hr. Neary. 

I am going t'O do it grudgingly because I tell vou this th;:~t 

I am not very happy about the behaviour and the attitude 

and the performance of Newfoundland Hydro up to the present 

time. And I do not know, Mr. Speaker, if hon. member's 

realize that this $30 million that the minister is talking 

about now, that has to be picked up, is going to cost the 

taxpayers of this Province $105 million to pay back. It is 

a $30 million loan for twenty-five years, ten per cent. And 

not only that,it is going to cost $105 million. We get 

$30 million. We pay back $105 million, and we only collect 

ninety-eight cents to the dollar. 

MR. DOODY: We got a sinker in there-to -protect .us 

and it sort of lowers that. But you are not -

MR. NEARY: Too far wrong. And there may be a few other 

penalties~I believe. There are one or two other penalties that I do not 

know - I just cannot put my finger on what they are right now. 

So what we are doing, Newfoundland Hydro can , 

under the authority of this bill, outside of this Legislature ~vithout 

any prior consultation,commit ~~ery man, woman and child in this 

Province to substantial amounts of money without any input from this 

Legislature. And in this case it is going to be $30 million, ten per cent 

interest, pay back $105 million. A noose around the nec~of the 

taxpayers of this Province for the next twenty-five years! Our 

economy, Sir, cannot stand it. Our economy cannot stand it. And, 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know how long more this can continue. Newfoundland 

Hydro - ~.;e have not had, as my han. friend, the Leader of the 

Opposition pointed out, we have not had a substantial report of the 

activities of Newfoundland Hydro,as long as I can remember, since 

Joey's days. We have not had a report from that Crown corporation. 

Tney are becoming all powerful, God almighty. They are doing as 

they please. They are aloost as bad as Treasury Board, not quite 

yet. But they are getting there. The same gentleman ~vho indoctrinated 

some of the Treasury Board officials is the gentleman in charge 
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~Ir. Neary-:· 

who would neither lead nor drive when he was the Deputy Minister of 

Finance and Comptroller of the Treasury. He quit his job, and 

then went away, and then ~vas brought back again for a salary, 

I believe, of -what is ~e getting now? - $100,000 a year. 

MR. DOODY: Who is that? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Groom. 

MR. DOODY: Seventy-five thousand. 

MR. NEARY: Seventy-five thousand, plus a pension plan, plus 

a car, plus an office in Montreal, plus a CFLCo jet to jet around 

on. What else? What other benefits? Early retirement, and it 

will be earlier, Sir, when the government changes. It will be 

an early retirement. He better have a pretty firm contract, 

I guarantee you that. 

MR. COLLINS: Is that a threat or a promise? 

HR. NEARY: That is a promise, Sir. That is one promise that 

I will make the people of this Province. 

MR. DOODY: Will you be in the government? 

MR. NEARY: Well, I am hoping to. If everything continues 

to go as smoothly as it has been going between the Leader of the 

Opposition and myself this session,-

MR. DOODY: Any secret meetings? 

MR. NEARY: No secret meetings, Sir. Everything that I do is 

open and aboveboard. And I believe we are getting nearer the 

day.- I believe the Leader of the Opposition and myself are getting 

nearer and nearer to the day when we 'dll be united and we will be 

united in matrimony for the betterment £;r t~e people of this Province. 

HR. DOODY: It is not the han. Leader's marriage that worries me, 

it is the consumation. 

MR. NEARY: Hell, the han. leader is probably speaking from experience. 

I do not knmv. But, Mr. Speaker, I have asked so far the Minister of 
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MR . NEARY: 

Mines and Energy in this session of t he House, I have asked the 

~1inister of Mines and Energy nine questions, nine questions , most 

of them in connection with ~erNfoundland Hydro. And so far I have 

gotten four answers from the hon . gentleman. And these questions 

have been outstanding as "far back as March . Some go back to March 1. 

One of the questions I put on the Order Paper for the hon. gentleman, 

March 1, 1977, question No . 169, I asked the hon . gentleman to lay 

upon the table of this House all contracts and agreements, oral 

and written,involving work on (a) the Gull Island hydro development 

project, the transmission line 
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l-'!R • NEARY : from Gull Island to the Island of Ne~.;foundland, the 

tunnel across the Straits of Belle Isle joining the Yainland portion 

of the Province to the Island of Newfoundland 1and indicate i~ each 

case that public tenders were called, if not, why not? In cases 

~.;here tJUblic tenders were called, was the contract awarded to the 

lmvest bidder? Now why do I not have the answer to that question? 

MR. PECKFORD: First of all,because it has been done up on a master 

sheet and there are a lot of contracts and jobs involved so I want 

to give it to you on one sheet rather than give it to you in a whole 

bunch of series of chapters. So I have it all taken off for you and 

I will have it for you tomorrow. 

JM- 1 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, it seems that the only way you can motivate 

ministers, Sir, is to get up and repeat the questions orally. Yesterday 

I had to do it with the Minister of Health. The day before that it was 

the Minister of Finance 'land today it is the 111inister of ~~ines and 

Energy. T:Je are going through the proper procedure of putting questions 

on the Order Paper and we are not getting the answers. We have to 

pry the ans~.;ers out of the ministers. We should have that information 

today, Sir, while we are debating this bill that is before the House. 

M?.. SPEAKER(DR. COLLINS): Order, please! I would like to remind the han. 

we are debating the principle of the bill so I would ask that 

he would not wander too far afield. 

The han. member for LaPoile. 

~'!R. • NEARY : That is right, Your Honour, We are debating a bill, Sir, 

that will authorize the Newfoundland Hydro to borrow $30 million over 

and above what is called for in the bill. 

~. PECKFORD: No, that is not right. 

~ffi.. NEARY: ~To, that is not quite right. 

~P-. PECKFOP.D: No, you are wrong. 

~1R. \TEARY : ~To, hold on nmr. Can the !"linister straighten '1l.e out 

on that? Hill the figure sti-ll be $280 million? 

~1R. DOODY: $2'!0 million Hould be the aggregate figure. That is 

still the maximum amount J there is no change in it. 

6233 



May 5, 1977 Tape 2229 JM- 2 

MR. NEARY: That is still the maximum. That is what I thought, yes. 

And so, Sir, that gives us a pretty wide-ranging debate. 

Now, ~fr. Speaker, I ~vould like to kno~v from the 

minister,and I do not care which minister answers the question, I 

would like to know what this $30 million is going to be used for. 

I have an idea in my mind. I have some ideas of how I think th.e 

money is going to be used, to what use it is going to be put,but 

I am not sure, Sir, and I would like to find out. I hope that in 

winding up the debate that the minister will be able to give us 

some idea of how that $30 million is going to be spent or hmv 

was it spent. In all probability, in all likelihood,it is 

already spent.and if it is spent, how was it spent? What was it spent 

for? I would like to find out for instance, Sir, how much of that 

money was spent on building a gas operated turbine generator at 

Stephenville? 

I have another question on the Order Paper for 

the Minister of Mines and Energy. Is the minister in his seat? If 

the Minister of Mines and Energy can hear me,I asked -the minister a 

question back in the early part of April about the cost of construction 

of a gas turbine generating station at Stephenville, the reason for 

building this gas turbine. You know, Mr. Speaker, we would have 

never found out about that gas turbine that is located near the 

Linerboard mill in Stephenville - it is hid away in over the hills. 

I have driven in and had a look at i~ - we would have never known it 

was there only for a CBC programme one night done by a freelance 

gentleman, I forget his name now, in Stephenville. What is the 

fellows name in Stephenville? 

k'T HON. MEMBER : Pike. 

MR. NEARY: Pike. Roger Pike did 3 story on it one night on 

Here and Now~ othenvise we would have never known it 'tvas there. They 

tell me it is the most expensive way in this world to generate power. 

It is apparently, Mr. Speaker, it is a gas turbine generating station 
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}'!R • NEARY : that guzzles the gas like a jet plane. That is the 

princiPle on which it operates ~ so I am told. And I have been trying 

to find out the reason for building this gas turbine generating 

station, 
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the names of the firms that were involved in the 

construction, were public tenders called? If so , c1 id the 

contracts go to the lowest tender? I also 'h7ould like to find 

out, if 3omebody could tell me before we finish this debate, 

the annual cost of rperatinr; that gas turbine generating station 

in Stephenville. Does the govern~ent have plans to build any 

l'1ore[ Is this '117hat part c-f this $30 ll!illion is going to be used 

for; to pay for thjs gas turbine gene~?tingstation in Stephenville? 

~.Jill any of this money be used to build any more of these gas 

turbines generating station? If so, give us the lncations of the 

fu~nre construction of these gas turb~e generating stations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ~.;rould not mind finding out either~ 

~.;rhile we are at it about,what is happe;ning over here in Holyrood 

in connection with the theri!lo generating plant. Is this r.vhat is 

making it necessary for all this financing , this financial 

manipulatL~g and wheeling and dealing and interim loans and bond 

issues and overdrafts? Is this the reason for this e::-:pansion 

that is going on down in my han. friend 1 s district of the thermo 

generating plant. Bow much is that going to cost? Were public 

tenders called? Here all the contracts awarded to the -lowest 

bidder? If so, ~·rhat is going to be the cost of operating that 

thermo generating plant annually? Can ~,re afford it? Have ~.;re 

locked at other al ~ernatives? Fave ~.;re looked at, fer instance, 

as I have said so often in the last feH weeks in this Rouse, 

haye we looked at the potential of our smaller rivers and 

steeams? Hhat about the Lloyd River? Have \o.7 e abandonee. that? 

~r. Speaker, with all due respect to my han. friend 

who shakes his head, Sir, the hydro potential of the Lloyd's River~ 

so I am told,can be developed ~.:rithout affecting the environ!!'.ent. 

in any >vay shape or form. and it can '.e done ~-Tith the technique 

that Baron "'othschild shmved 1"1'\e a year ago Hhen he vras rere in 

Fc.wfoundland. '\men I was hohnoobing '\~lith Eddie, Lord Baron de 
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~~.NEARY: 71 othschilc1, when I T.<TaS hobnobbing with Baron Pothschild 

and the Ron. Jnhn ;'":. Crosbie tren,but now cisr.onourable1 when I 

,.;as hobnobbing with these t"t·70 gentlemen, right dOl•Tl1 on the third 

floor of Confederation Building.,I looked at a system, Sir, called 

Straflo. I~. is an underwater generator . It is installed under 

water,you can hardly see it. As a matter of fact, one of the 

things that intrigued me about this, my hen. friend the Sergeant-

at -Arms m~~ be interested in this,that during the Second World War 

the Allies were trying to find out the locations of the German's 

"hydro sit-es·.- · Because they wanted to bomb and put them out of 

commission. This was one of -part of their strategy was to put 

out the hydro producing ·sites. 
: ' 

They could not find ~ l~~ of them 

They were wondering where they were. They did not discover until 

the latter part of the war that all the generators were under 

water and they could not see them. That is why they could not 

find- they could find the big ones but they could not find, you 

know, a lot of these smaller one and that is how Baron de 

Rothschild got the idea of this straight head generator. 

It is not a new idea. My hen. friend from Eagle 

P.iver indicated the other day that the company is nmv doing a 

pilot project in Zurich, ·in S"t.T.i.tzerland. '.!'hey farmed a company 

' 
in Canada. I wrote them. I wrote Baron de Rothschild there some 

time ago and he wrote me hack. P.e said: 11 Dear ~~r. Heary; 11 

Is that a hand-written -

1-"!P.NEA..~Y: b I h h ~ h N h ll n " "J • tt No, ut ave ~-~.P, autograp . o, e says, ·""ear .. -c .:.eary. 

Ee could probably say11 Dear Joey 1because they are very close friends, 

the Baron and I remember, I am not sure if it r,v-as the Premier or 

Baron Rothschild "t·Tas telling me about their wine drinking escapades 

when the Hon.the Premier, 
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HR. ~·lEARY: the former Prernier,wined and dined with Baron 

Rothschild during one or two of his visits to the other side. 

But this -

l·IR. S~·J!ILLWOOD: Hr. Speaker, if the han gentleman would yield 

for a moment,I can say that Baron de Rothschild-and the name is 

not Rothschild_, it is de ,d-e, de Rothschild-and I never caroused. 

But I have never gone to London yet when he did not send me to 

my hotel if he knew I was in London, when he did not send me up 

a bottle of wine., one bottle of de Rothschild wine from France. 

1'-IR. NEARY: That is right. 

HR. SMALLWOOD: I suppose he keeps a stock of it and he sends 

me a bottle of wine. Make the most of that. 

MR. NEARY: That is right, Sir. 

HR. SHALLWOOD: That does not make me a boozer. 

HR. NEARY: No. 

f~. S}w.LLWOOD: It does not make me a carouser. Nor does it 

mean that I have been bought and paid for by Baron de Rothschild. 

We are close intimate friends and that is all there is to that. 

~IR. NEARY: Well,Sir, I hope my han. 

AL'I HON. HENBER: No television ? 

HR. SHALLWOOD: No, no television,only an occasional bottle of 

wine. 

J::!.R. NEARY : I thank my hon. friend for that piece of information. 

I hope my han friend is not getting sensitive because 

MR. SHALLWOOD: No,it is too late to get sensitive. 

NR. :·lEARY : It is too late-yes-and I must say that I have also 

enjoyed Baron de Rothschild's hospitality indirectly because the 

hon. former Premier gave me a bottle of Baron de Rothschild's 

~vine to take home to my wife for saving his life. 

}lR. SMALLHOOD: Right, right .Ifthe han gentleman will allow 

another slight interruption it is this, that I still have in my 

possession four or five bottles of champagne of two dozen bottles 
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HR. SHALLHOOD: given to me by the late Lord Beaverbrook.,who 

was a great connoisseur of champagne,and to me I never did care 

~.;hether I sa\11 or tasted champagne. And the t\.;o dozen - the 

Prell"ier is listening intently • If he T..;ould like a sample, if 

he would liE.e a bottle of champagne -

~. DOODY: He Hill let you look at his television set! 

SOME RON. ~1El1EERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. Sl1ALLHOOD : I will see that a bottle of champagne of rare 

vintage,Lord Beaverbrook's champagne is delivered to him, if 

I can do it without being misunderstood and if he can accept it 

-.;.;ithout being misunderstood. 

PRE}1IER MOORES : There are a lot of people 1;.;ho misunderstood it 

but I will not.so that is fine. 

MR. MURPHY: He will be an accessory after the facts. 

MR. Sl1ALLWOOD: And if the member for LaPoile would like 

a bottle of Lord Beaverbrook's champagne it is his for the 

asking. And if he does not r.·mnt it maybe he could take it 

home to his wife because she did practically save my life 

once. 

PRIDfiER MOORES : You do not mind if I just send him to court 

for the obvious reason: ~ 

HR. :mARY: Mr. Speaker, I accept. But I want to tell the 

House that today I feel rather dehydrated and I might have to 

-.;.rai t a fe..;.; days before I can really enjoy it. But, Sir, I did 

write Baron de Rothschild and I got a reply back: "Dear Nr. ·Neary, 

Thank you for your letter of the 16th of ~·Larch and I am passing 

it over to Mr. Tom Schur, S-c-h-u-r, in Hontreal who is the sulzer, 

s-u-1-z-e-r representative and also -" Beg your pardon! 

AL~ HOH. ~lENBER: That is not the Sulzer with the Athabascan tar sands. 

HR. NEARY: 11 and also is dealing with the straight flow turbine 

with rim generator a Yours sincerely, Edmond de Rothschild. '' 

But I have not heard from the gentleman in : lontreal yet but I am 
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going to call him in a day or so if I do not - probably the 

early part of next week to find out about this system because 

I believe this has great possibilities for this Province. And 

even though I have been assured by the hon.the Premier and by 

the ~~nister of ~unes and Energy and other spokesmen for the 

government side, Sir, I do not believe that this thing has b.een 

gone into thoroughly enough. I believe it has great potential , 

I believe the smaller rivers and streams in this Province have 

great potential.lmd I know another case down in - I am researching 

it now, down in Maine~..;here a steel . .mill is operated from a 

little small river. A steel mill and practically a whole tmvn 

is s~~plied with electricity from a small river in the countryside 

of Maine,and I am getting some information on that. Because, Sir, 

these gas operated turbines on the thermo generating plants, the 

fossil fuel operating plants, the diesel fuel,are going to break 

us.And not only that,as I said the other day they are making 

slaves out of NeHfoundlanders, they are making us slaves to the 

Arabs, so we have got to develop a new energy policy in this 

Province. And before we start giving Newfoundland·Hydro a 

blank cheque 
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Mr. Neary: 

as we are doing, Sir, in this bill, before we give them a 

blank cheque,they should come in and give us an accounting of their 

stewardship into this House. And as the Leader of the Opposition 

said, let us cross-examine the technicians and the accounting people 

of Newfoundland Hydro, and-let us find out what they are doing. 

That is fair enough, Mr. Speaker. Either that or make them 

subject to a Committee of this House. 

We are told, Sir, - I was told in one answer I got from 

the Minister of Mines and Energy that the remuneration for the CFLCo 

directors in 1976 was $57,000. I would like to have a breakdown of 

that. 

MR. ROBERTS: 'Tho- has got all of that? 
' 

MR. NEARY: I do not know who got it, I would like to find out 

who got it. Can the minister tell us before we pass this $30 million. 

MR. ROBERTS: Whose was the $57,000 worth of CFLCo director fPP? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, in answer to a question that I put 

on the Order Paper, the minister told me that the CFLCo directors in 

1976 received $57,000. Well I would like to know who got it and what 

it was for? 

And, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to find out when 

the office in Montreal is going to be moved to St. John's. And I 

would like to get a log of that aircraft, 

MR. DOODY: Space ship. 

MR. NEARY: That space ship that is owned by the Newfoundland 

Hydro, the jet. I have never seen that one. I have heard quite a 

bit about it. 

MR. MURPHY: Is that a fact? It is owned by Newfoundland Hydro too. 

MR. NEARY: Yes, Sir. It is owned by Churchill Falls Corporation 

but it is used by Newfoundland Hydro because Churchill Falls comes 

under Newfoundland Hydro, and Newfoundland Hydro comes under this 

government, so it would not be the first time that a high ranking 

member of this administration was seen climbing aboard, going up 

the steps of the Churchill Falls jet headed for God only knows where. 
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MR. ROBERTS: Has the han. gentleman heard of the lawyers in 

Corner Brook who went up to Montreal for the weekend? 

MR. NEARY: The lawyers who went up for the weekend? I have 

heard about that. I do not know, - we are only asking. We can 

only put the questions to the administration. 

MR. ROBERTS : If Otto -Lang can-

MR. NEARY: The people have got - that is right - the people. 

MR. ROBERTS: If Otto Lang will do it why no~he minister? 

MR. NEARY: That people have gone up to Montreal to do their 

Christmas shopping aboard the Churchill Falls jet. Well I know of 

passengers who travelled on the Churchill Falls jet, I have talked to 

these passengers, talked to them face to face. 
. .... - -- --- · 

AN RON. MEMBER: Do you want· ·a fl_ight on it? 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? No, Sir, I do not 

want to go on the Churchill Falls jet and I do not want to go in 

Craig's helicopter, I do not mind taking the odd trip on the 

Government aircraft on district business or pn government business. 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

MR. NEARY: 

Do vou not mind_ hFdn~ Jpft out? 

No I do not ·mind~ ·--

Mr. Speaker, it is time we found out a few things about 

this plane. The number of captains and first officers on the CFLCo payroll, 

and the number of times, Sir, the aircraft has been aloft in the last 

twelve months? And the distinations of the aircraft ~ and " the number 

of passengers transported on each trip, and 

transported on each trip? 

the names of the passengers 

Mr. Speaker, I do not have too much more to say 

about this matter except that I cannot help but going back again, Sir, 

to the earlier part of my remarks about the administration that have 

the Almighty gall to come into this House, Sir, and ask this House to 

give Newfoundland Hydro a blank cheque. When that was one of the 

strong points that they used in the years prior to the change of 

government in this Province when I was sitting over on that side of 

the House and the Opposition was over here as my han. friend is aware 

and my han. friend cannot contradict this -
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MR. MURPHY: That is right. 

MR. NEARY: - my bon. friend cannot contradict it, when we 

used to get the broadsides across the House for taking the authority 

out of the Legislature and putting it in the hands of the Lieutenant 

Governor-in-Council, the Cabinet. And now the shoe is on the 

other foot. What does my .bon. friend have to say about it now? 

AN HON. MEMBER: It is gone now. 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

MR. MURPHY: It is go~e_ now from under the Act. 

MR. NEARY: It is under this Act. We are giving the government, 

Newfoundland Hydro,the authority to borrow up to $200 million without 

the prior authority of this Legis~ature. 

MR. MURPHY: Well you give them the approval to borrow up to 

$200 million,that is the story on it. 

MR. ROBERTS: They borrowed $75 million - the government borrowed 

$75 million extra without approval from anybody, -

MR. FLIGHT: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

It did not even come to the House. 

- special warrants,so-called. 
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MR. MURPHY: 

MR. ROBERTS : 

}fR. MURPHY : 

MR. ROBERTS: 

guess. 

MR. MURPHY: 

Tape 2233 

They did not ask me about that. 

Pardon? 

They did not ask me. 

He would just as soon not talk about that one, I 

It it was fifty or sixty cents I would called in but 

on the millions. 

Mr. Speaker, these are just -

JM- 1 

MR. NEARY: 

~. ROBERTS: 

MR. MURPHY: 

It is those damn zeros. It is those damn zeros, boy. 

Nought. Nought. Nought. 

MR. NEARY: I am not to mention, Sir, another thin2: th:=tt hnc:r!': 

me too is the number of contracts that are let by Newfoundland Hydro 

without calling public tenders. We never know what they are doing. 

They awarded a contract recently for security services. I put a 

question on the Order Paper about that back on }tarch lOth. Would 

the Minister of Consumer Affairs and Environment not agree that 

the government has sufficient time to research and give me an 

answer to a question that was asked on March lOth concerning a 

contract let by Newfoundland Hydro for security services? 

MR. PECKFORD : They did not let any contract o 

MR. NEARY: Well, they have commissioned the work to be done. 

They have, Sir. Mr. S?eaker, they have. I do not know if it is 

Duff Robbin's outfit that is doing it or not. 

MR. DOODY: Duff Roblin. 

MR. NEARY: Is it Duff? 

MR. DOODY: That is what I would say it. is. 

MR. MURPHY: Who got the contract mentioned? 

I do not know who got the contract but I would like to 

find out how much it is costing a month for these security services 

and I ~vould like to find out if public tenders >vere called and if 

they were not, why there were not ?ublic tenders called? 

MR. NEARY: 

"MR.. MURPHY : Why do you not ask me later. I do not -
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HR. NEARY: ~1r. Speaker, r11e have now let Newfoundland Hydro go far 

enough and it is about time that they 't•Tere stopped dead in their tracks. 

MR. DOODY: Turn off the lights. 

"!R. "NE.I\RY: ~o, do not turn off the lights. 

MR. DOODY: Let in the light. 

~1R. NEARY: Let in the light, take over. 

MR. DOODY: Bring on the light. 

HR. NEARY: Nationalize Newfoundland Light and Power Company, 

provincialize it -

:MR. DOODY: 

}ffi.. NEARY: 

Let there be light. 

Because, Mr. Speaker, the only way that the taxpayers, 

that the voters, the people of this Province -

~. MURPHY: ?Steve' you are not serious that we nationalize after 

what we did with Linerboard and everything else. Well God help us. 

~!R. NEARY: 

~. XURPHY: 

XR. NEARY: 

Mr. Speaker, do I have to go through that exercise -

No, do not go through it again. No, please. 

Do I have to go through the exercise again, Sir, of 

telling the member for St. John's South, the Minister of Consumer 

Affairs, how stund we are in this Legislature, We have nationalized 

the production of power but when it comes -

MR. MURPHY: (Inaudible). That is all right. I will pass 

the message on to Mr. Wells -

MR. NEARY: ~1e have nationalized the production of power. Seventy-five 

per cent or eighty per cent of the hydro developed in this Province 

is produced by the people of this Province~but then when it comes to 

making a dollar on it we give it to the shareholders of Ne~.;foundland 

Light and Power Company. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: A large part is the thermal generated p0lo7er -

}'IR, NEARY: That is right, 

~-. SMALU700D: - not only Hydro. 

~1R • NE.A.RY : That is right, Sir. When it comes to the distribution of 
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MR. ~TEARY: it where you can make the money ~•e give it to a middle 

man. 

MR. DOODY: He make money and so do the public. 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir. Take away what the shareholders of that 

company are getting - We just heard that they had $100,000 concealed, 

$100,000 in profits concealed,and the Board of Commissioners of· 

Public Utilities would not approve of an interim order granting an 

increase until there was a public hearing. 

MR. DINN: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. DINN: 

'That is why we have the Public Utilities Board. 

That is not true. That is true, Sir. 

No, I never said that. I said a good reason to have 

the Board of Commissioners and Public Utilities. 

MR. DOODY: An excellent body. 

MR. NEARY: Well, Sir, once in a while through a fluke - But they 

are puppets, they are only puppets of the government, good as they 

are. As good as they are, Sir. 

MR. DOODY: Mr. Powell is no trouble -

MR. NEARY: Mr. Powell is a friend of mine for a long time. 

MR. DOODY: Up until today. 

MR. NEARY: No, Sir, even past today, I have many a conversation 

with Mr. Powell. I know his views on some of these matters. But 

when the government calls the tune they will jump, 

MR. SMALLWOOD: That is true,'Steve~ under this administration,but 

it was not under our administration. 

MP .• NEARY: Under any administration, regulatory bodies, Sir, are 

just tools to take the pressure off the government, to get the 

governments off the hook. The real authority, the people, the elected 

representatives are the ones t~at should be - Mr. Powell and his 

crowd do not have to go out and get re-elected. They do not have 

to face the voters and \vhen the increases are made, \vhen the orders 

are given to grant increases~the government will turn around in this 
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MR . ).TEARY: Rouse as they have so often done and say, We! 1 we did 
"'" . ' 

not do it. The Board of Commissioners of. Public UtLi ties did it. 

~ . SN'.ALL!.J'OOD : Yes , but that do·es no t -

MR . NEARY : That is being covmrdly, 

MR. . S}~LLWOOD : No, but that does not make them. tools. 

MR . NEARY: ~-- • Sir, we have to take the blame ourselves. We have 

to be men enough to - Well, maybe not tools. Maybe that is not the 

right word, but ' 
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MR. NEARY: 

~<'e have to be men enough to take the rap ourselves. It is the govern

ment who brings in the legislation to establish the Board of 

Commissioners of Public Utilities. It is the government that oakes 

the regulations. It is the government that makes the appointments. 

It is the government that reports. to this House. How naive, you 

know, are we ? These regulatory bodies -I do not care what their 

names are, who they are -are just instruments, tools to take the 

pressure off the government. And so when we had the opportunity 

we blew it. I do not knmv when the opportunity will come again, 

Sir, to provincialize Newfoundland Light and Power Company. l<l'e are 

going to have to do it sooner or later. There is $4 million or $5 million 

or $6 million or maybe $10 million, it is probably closer to $10 million 

or $12 million,that should be going into the Public Treasury that is 

going into the pockets of a handful of shareholders of Newfoundland 

Light and Power Company, most of them up on the mainland in 

Montreal. And that is not good enough, Sir. And people should not 

get alarmed. The Minister of Consumer Affairs must not get alarmed 

about provincializing one of our natural resources. It is the 

obvious thing to do. Linerboard is a different matter, oil refinery 

a different matter. But when it comes to one of our natural resources 

like our hydro development .,then tve should not be afraid. We should 

show a little courage and at the opportune time, at the opportune time, 

Sir, then we should move in and provincialize the Newfoundland Light 

and Power Company. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, having made these few remarks 

AN HON. UEMBER: Sure, we have got to do something. 

HR. NEARY: l<l'e certainly got to do something, Sir, to protect the 

consumer of this Province against these scavangers. Anyway, Mr. Speaker, 

I think that is all I have to say about this bill now. I hope either 

one of the ministers, the ~-1inister of ~1ines and Energy or the 21inister 

of Finance tvill give us some straight answers, will shoot straight frora 
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MR. NEARY: 

the shoulder and answer some of the questions that I put to the 

minister. Really, Sir, when you get down to brass tacks, what I 

am really saying, ~r. Speaker, is that what the government is asking 

the House to do is to give Newfoundland Hydro - a blank cheque, when 

they have no energy policy they are flying by the seat of their 

pants. I have been told they have heen ordered by the Cabinet to 

shm.;r a profit this year. 

MR. PECKFORD: Not true! 

MR.NEARY: Yes, Sir, that is true. They have been ordered to show 

a profit this year. 

MR. PECKFORD: No, that is wrong. 

MR. NEARY: That is not wrong. 

MR. PECKFORD: That is so wrong. 

MR. NEARY: That is right. Let the minister get up and deny it. 

MR. PECKFORD: I am denying it right now. 

MR. NEARY: Sir, the Cabinet have issued instructions. The Premier 

has told us in this hon. House that Newfoundland Hydro were told 

they have to go from a deficit position to 2 profit position and they 

have to do it in a very short time. 

MR. PECKFORD: No . 

MR. NEARY: Yes, Sir. And that is the reason we are going to see a 

forty odd per cent increase in electricity rates in this Province. 

MR. PECKFORD: No. 

MR. NEARY: Yes, Sir. The han. Minister of Finance told us. The 

han. the Premier told us. Where was the hon. Minister of Hines and 

Energy? Let the minister get up and officially deny it. It is a 

political decision made down on the eighth floor of this building. 

And let not anybody try to cod the people of this Province. 

11R~ PECKFORD: It is not true. 

HR. NEARY: It is true. ~·fr. Speaker, I challenge the Minister of 

Hines and Energy now to get up and deny that Newfoundland Hydro are 

not trying to get from a deficit position to a profit position in a 
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MR. NEARY: 

very short time, in one swoop, one fell swoop. It is wrong. It is 

morally wrong. It is cruel and it is a political decision. And if 

the minister says no, the minister can put a stop to it and never 

mind pawning off the consumers of Newfoundland Light and Power 

Company with the excuse we are going to set up a regulatory body. 

A regulatory body will only sit down and look at the figures. 

And if Hydro can justify to a regulatory body, whether it is the 

Board of Commissioners of Public Utilities or any other body, that 

they are sh~ing red ink - oh! of course they will get the sympathy 

of the regulatory body. They ~vill say, "Oh, yes, sure, red ink, 

yes, yes. You have to show black :ink or break even." And that is 

going to cost the consumers in this Province another forty to fifty 

per cent increase in electricity rates. 

6250 



~ay 5, 1977 Tape 2235 LB-1. 

HR.NE.ARY: Heretofore they were subsidized from the Public Treasury. 

the minister deny that? Can the l"inister of :'~ines & Energy 

c,eny it? Can the ~{in is ter of Yines & E!lergy deny that Treasury 

Board, and the "'-'inister of Finance have not indicated to -New

foundland Hydro that you are not going to get any more subsidies 

from the Public Treasury, that you have to shm·i a profit, that 

they have to break even. That they have to reduce their deficits. 

}!R.DOODY: Yes, they have to reduce their deficits. 

NR,NEARY: Row can they do it? 

~.DOODY: I r..Till talk to you when I can get a chance to stand up. 

FR.NEARY: They can do it by getting out and socking it to the 

consumer of Newfoundland Light & Power. Instead of eliminating 

Sir, some of the extravagance and r..1aste, eliminate some of the 

extravagance. 

~-1< .SPEAKER: (N!r. Young) Order please. 

~-fP .• NEP..RY: ~r. Speaker, what the Minister of Finance, the Yinister 

of }~ines ti Energy, and the Administration sboulii do-

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh. nh! 

~8 .• SPEAKER: Order ,please! Order 1 please~ Hon. member for LaPoile. 

:M"P. .• NEARY: ~A"r. Speaker, before the administration do what they are 

doing~make that cruel move they are making,they should try first of 

all eliminatj_ng some of the extravagance and r..raste in the Ne':Jfoundland 

Hydro Corporation before they start sockin~ it to the consumers of 

~e~vfoundland Light & Po~er Company. That is my big complaint. Up 

to now '"e have been subsidizing the ~Ter.vfoundla!'.cl Hydro to the tune of 

what, $25, $30 million a year 

MP .. DOODY: $19.4 million. 

How much? 

~-~~APY: $19.a million. I '"oulC. say that aO per cent increase in 

electricity rates~and my hon. friend would nor even present one of 

these petitions yes~erday for ~-'rs. Fagan because he might be in 

conflict of interest. The b~~ber for Grand Bank, the Minister of 

Justice, oh he might be in conflict of interest,refused to present 

a petition. !v:ight be in conflict of interest all rig-ht with the 
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~o/. .• NE~~Y: ordinary people of this province. The minister 'tvould 

not be in conflict r.vith his mm conscience. And his c onstituents 

Hho have signed this petition,it is the minister's duty to present 

a petition on behalf of his constituents. The minister refused. 

Might be in conflict of ·interest. ~ight be, that is true. It is 

unbelievable. Old :Hr. Clean himself might be in conflict of interest. 

But, Sir, the voters down in Grand Bank Hill reme;."~.ber it, will 

remember it. 

}~_.HI~~FN: They will have no conflict of interest. 

MR.NEAP.Y: Oh, you know, Mr.· Speaker, if I did not have to prove a 

point to the Leader of the Opposition in the last election, if I did 

not have to, if I was not - no,never mind I ~m not going to rehash 

that again - I know that I would have gone down and had a go at 

him myself down in Grand Bank. I nearly did it. I was almost 

tempted. As the song says ,I "t<7as almost persuaded. 

:'-IF .RICKM.c\N: Oh, wPll there is a~r,rays a next time. 

~, .NEARY: Well, I do not know. I am auit:e happy where I am, Yr. 

Speaker. 

~- ·ROBERTS: Of course, it was a bit of a difficult d~cision whether 

Al Evans went out or the hon. the rember for Grand Bank. 

~~-· HICKl~T: When the Leader of the Opposition is prepared to run in the 

district where he v7as born and raised, then he can open his mouth. 

}fP • B.OBEP.TS: 

and raised. 

MR. HICIOI.-'\.c'l': 

VP.. '-flTPP!-!Y: 

~'P. HICKH.P2!: 

know you. 

~'F. ROBE"PTS: 

Right! !',ight! It is n>.y mother's fault that I rN"as born 

All he has to do is try St. John's East sometime. 

Right! Right on! 

Try St. John 1 s r.entre, I would say. 

That is the proof of a man, 't•men you run where the people 

Pight! 

And when you can get their votes. 
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YP.. .OBEP.!'S: ight! That i s ~·:hy I get electe d ecause I run in the 

same dis trict . 

rfR.NOLAN: If that is the case~'P~ex; you should run on Bay Street. 

~tp_. S}"ALLWOOD: Of the five districts I ran in I y7as born in only one 

of them. I could not be born in the five. 

MR.. SIMMONS ; The Premier could ta. ke thP. ... ini t ' d i - ... _ .. ~'~ er ~ a ,,. ce. 

MR. ROBERTS: Alex is one of there men who believes that if a cow has calves -

:-i'F .• SPE.AKEP.: Order, please . The hon . member's · time has a~pired . 

~.NE.A..RY: I did not realize Sir, •Nith my fe-.:.:r remarks I was going 

to start the third world war but,Mr. Speaker, it is shameful, it is 

shameful Sir, what the administration is doing. It is time that 

the officials of the Newfoundland Hydro I have some -

MR.. SPEluZER ~ Order please. Is the hon.member going to continue by leave. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: By lea"le! By leave! 

J-!P... NEARY : No, Sir, no.I am finished my few remarks.,now I ~.:rill look 

forward to hearing some cmst-rers from t he . i nis te:rs . 
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MR. SPEAKER (~. YOUNG): The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

MR.. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I had not intended really to speak 

in this debate. I do not think I can offer very much to it, but 

it has been a source of concern to me this past few days to hear 

Lloyds River being mentioned as often as it was. The Minister 

of Energy stood up here yesterday and indicated that Lloyds River 

was the last cheap source of electricity in this Province. 

Now the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

indicated that he would like to~see - or we may have to develop 

the .' Lloyds River,and it keeps coming. The only method of developing 

the Lloyds River that I will accept, Mr. Speaker, is the one 

indicated by the hon. member that -

MR. NEARY: If it can be done. 

MR. FLIGHT: - if it can be done, Straflo. 

So I am going to take a couple of minutes to try to lay 

to rest onee and for all the method of developing Lloyds River, add 

what brought out the thought that it would be developed. Mr. Speaker, 

if the $30 million we are borrowing is to be used by Hydro to steal 

out the kind of propaganda, the lies, absolute lies can be proven, 

the propaganda that came out when they were trying to defend the 

decision to divert Lloyds River, if that is the way that money is 

being used then it would be better spent, Mr. Speaker, by withholding 

it from them and using it in the better interest of the Province. 

Mr. Speaker, not one minister, and most of them 

present right now in that Cabinet, issued one word when Hydro was 

defending the development of the Lloyds, not one minister came to 

the defence of the people who were asking not to have the river 

diverted. I have been given credit for having headed up the 

movement against Lloyds River. Mr. Speaker, the fact is, and this 

government better start getting down to the people and understanding 

how they feel about these things. I wrote one letter to the Editor 

of The Evening Telegram , and as a result of that letter, Mr. Speaker, 
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Mr. Flight: 

all hell broke lose. The fact is that nobody in Central Newfoundland, 

regardless of how much money was to be saved~was prepared to see 

Lloyds River diverted. The fact is,in case any bon. ~embers do not 

know they should get the map of Newfoundland and really c~nsider what 

diverting Lloyds River would do,and there is not a body of water in 

this Province that has got - the diversion of which would have the 

potential for disaster and destruction downstream ,that that river 

has got. It is the last feed that Red Indian Lake and Exploits 

River has got. 

Now Exploits River is polluted, at least downstream 

from Grand Falls, Price (Nfld.) has made sure of that over the last 

thirty or forty years. You almost wiped out Exploits River when you 

diverted Victoria River in" the original Bay d'Espoir project. The 

last source of water supply that Red Indian Lake got and all the 

inland waters of Central Newfou~dland got is the Lloyds River, and 

the crimes, the insult and the crime and what should hold this government 

up to ridicule is this, that while you were proposing the diversion 

of Lloyds River, your Minister of Energy was also saying that this 

was only a stopgap thing, that five years from now the Lower Churchill 

will be on stream and we will not need the Lloyds River power., 

So you people, the administration of the day, were saying 

that they were prepared to wipe out, environmentally wipe out all of 

the inland wate~•ays or take the chance on wiping it out, all of 

the inland waterways -of Central Newfoundland for a stopgap measure 

that would not be needed five years down the road. Now that is the 

type of involvement that I see Hydro at in this Province. 

Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Hydro, Mr. Denis Groom~ 

stood at a Kiwanis ',meeting here in St. John's and suggested that the 

people who were opposing the Lloyds River diversion were bleeding hearts. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I have not stood in this House and criticized 

Mr. Denis Groom or his salary or anything else, but I would suggest 

this~that if Mr. Denis Groom is going to put himself in that position~ 

if he is going to criticize the p~ople who are paying his salary, then 
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Mr. Flight: 

he will go on the firing line, and his salary will go on the firing 

line, and the use of the jet and his Montreal office, and he will 

justify his existence. 

A little while later, not very long ago, one of the 

Executive Vice-Presidents -of Hydro in a meeting in St. John's 

suggested that the people who were against the diversion of Lloyds 

River were a minority of environmentalists. I would have shown 

Mr. Reid the minority, Mr. Speaker, had that Lloyds River issue 

come to a head to the point it was. It was possible to -deliver 

it into this House,and it would have happened, a petition covering 

every town from Buchans to Botwood. Now that is Central Newfoundland 

alone. ~ere were people all over Newfoundland who recognized more 

so than the government did, recognized the danger, what you were 

going to do if you diverted that river. But still you~as a Cabinet, 

did your utmost to bring about -the diversion of that river. And 

what is very interesting, Mr. Speaker, - too bad the Premier is not 

in his seat - when I first became involved in Lloyds River I may have 

had political ambitions,but I assure you that in the first instance, 

I did not see the Lloyds River, my involvement in it, as being politica11~_,. 

motivated. I will be very honest that ~7ith 
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MR. FLIGHT: wrote the letter and I saw the kind 

of response that was going to come. I mean~this is the 

type of thing that an aspiring politician dreams of. 

But my first involvement was based on . nothing but my 

knowledge of what the diversion of that river could do 

to all the waters downstream, to the environmental 

aspect. I was not prepared to see the Lloyd's River 

diverted at any cost. I could not have cared,personally, 

what the cause was. 

A little later on, August I think 

it was, the Premier was in Grand Falls speaking to a 

select group of his supporters, and he had the - it is 

unbelievable - he suggested to them that that issue 

would bring about my defeat . because the people of 

Newfoundland believed that, you _know, they were 

prepared to trade off the river, they figured that the 

Lloyd's River was not worth saving, that because of 

the high power costs in this Province that the stand I 

took would cost me. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Premier 

went on and won the election. But if ever a man was 

looking for a way to lose his credibility, making those 

kinds of statements at any meeting in Grand Falls at 

that time would have been a sure way to have done it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I do not know. 

I will stand up and support the diversion of any rivers 

in this Province. I know we have to develop the on

Island water, I know we have to produce more electricity 

in the next three to four years, but there has to come 

a point when better judgement has to prevail, if what 

you are going to get for what you are going to sacrifice 

has to be considered. 

Now I understand that the Hinds 

Lake development will take place over the next year or 

so, hopefully it will start this Summer. There is 
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MR. FLIGHT: practically no disturbance to the 

ecology, no environmental damage and I will support it. 

But certainly this government 1 you know 1 that issue 

alone, the way they were prepared, Hydro was feeding 

the facts to Newfoundland, the environmental facts. 

They were giving them the percentage of the flow of the 

water taken off,and there had been no test, nOthing. 

Nothing. They were just spewing off propaganda. No 

tests had been done but still they were prepared to 

in one fell swoop wipe out Lloyd's River and wipe out 

all the benefits forever more that would have come 

from having that river the way it is right now and having 

Red Indian Lake and the Exploits River. 

Another point can be made, Mr. 

Speaker 1 that at the same time that the Cabinet was 

attempting to bring about the diversion of Lloyd's River, 

they had people working, committees and subcommittees and 

task forces 1 to find a way to keep the community of 

Buchans viable. Now if there is anything in that area 

to develop after the mine goes, it has to be one of the 

most important 1 it must be the. tourist potential of 

the Buchans area. 

Now the backbone of any tourist 

potential development in that area is going to be Red 

Indian Lake, Lloyd's River, Lloyd's Laker that valley 

coming down through there. As a matter of fact, it 

will probably be years down the roadr if it left alone, 

if it is not destroyed, it will probably be the backbone 

for any tourist potential development in the Province. 

While they were proposing the -

while they were telling us that they were interested in 

doing that, that they were interested in finding ways to 

keep Buchans viable, they were also planning to wipe out 

the one thing we had up there that we could base a 

future economy on. 
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MR. FLIGHT: 

once and for all 

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to say 

and I do not intend to flog a dead 

horse to death -but I want to tell you,politics, 

parties notwithstanding, the people of Central 

Newfoundland,and I suspect the people of all Newfoundland, 

if enough of a campaign is mounted, if the people of 

Newfoundland are educated as to what the diversion of 

Lloyd's River will mean environmentally, I think it is 

time for the ministers and anyone else to stop 

referring to the possible development of Lloyd's River, 

because it is not going to happen. The people in that 

part of the Province are not going to let it happen. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, with regard to 

the money that Hydro is spending. I raised an issue 

in the House the other day. I asked the minister, and 

he has not answered the. question yet, the cost of 

Bunker C is escalating, what it is costing to operate 

our gas turbine generation is escalating, so I have 

asked the minister to lay on the table what it was 

costing Newfoundland Hydro to purchase the Bunker C that 

we are purchasing from Golden Eagle. I asked him if 

there would be any savings if Newfoundland Hydro went 

to tender for that product. To date he has not come 

forward with the answers and I believe he should, Mr. 

Speaker. I asked the question of the Minister of Mines 

and Energy, but the Minister of Finance could well 
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:MR. FLIGHT: answer the question if he has the information. 

And I am suggesting that there may well be considerable savings 

there, and I am suggesting that if there are savings then those 

savings should be passed along to the consumer ~f this Province. 

And savings or no savings we are intitled to know how much it 

is costing this Province to purchase the bunker C being used 

in the generating plants of this Province. And I think we are 

entitled to have that in dollars and cents and then I think we 

should determine whether or not there are savings there or 

what savings are there in going to public tender. And if there 

is savings ~,;e should go to public tender. 

So, Mr. s·peaker, having said that I rose basically on the 

Lloyds River thing-I made a deliberate effort having been the 

person that w·as probably accused of-,anyway,or being very closely 

associated with the movement to stop the diverson and having 

not up to this point said very much - as every han members knmvs, 

I am concerned about it. Hundreds and thousands of ::Te~..rfoundlanders 

are concerned about it; the people of St John's,if they saw the 

picture in perspective -.;v-ould be concerned. And I felt that I should 

serve ~otic~ on this administration that if there is an effort, 

I do not care how it is brought about, if there is an effort made 

to soften the blow and to indicate - and I cannot really say how 

the people in this Province feel now -.;v-ith the cost of electricity 

going up to "\vhat it is. Haybe the same people >vho supported us 

then will not now, but I am suggesting that if an effort is made 

or any thought given to t~e diversion of Lloyds River that the 

administration is going to run into one awful lot of opposition. 

It is there and it will come forNard at . the time. 

Now, Hr. Speaker, one other comment, and the last one. 

"1\ffi.. SMALL rvOOD : 

~!R. FLIGHT: 

If they do what? 

If they attempt to divert the lloyds River. If 

Newfoundland Hydro, if there is any attempt made to divert the Lloyds 

River and to feed that 
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HR. FLIGHT: water back into the Bay d'Espoir system,there 

is going to be a lot of opposition in this Province. 

tfR. SHALUJOOD : ~~ould the han. gentleman allmv me to ask 

him to tell us in a few sentences the basic reason for opposition 

to that in a world and a Province now that is getting to be 

utterly desperately short of energy and will be even shorter. 

lfuat are the basic reasons for choosing not to develop that .power? 

I have never yet heard them,and the hon. gentleman is the leading 

spokesman against using Lloyds River for the generation of power. 

In two sentences. 

MR. FLIGHT: Well I am not goL~g to do it in two sentences, 

Mr. Speaker. But when we say this Province is desperately short 

of electricity,! would say this t~.that this Province is 

getting desperately short of the kind of environments that we 

have left in Lloyds River. We are watching our environment getting 

wiper out~and I have heard Lloyds River Valley compared to 

the West Coast of Canada, I have heard it compared to - people 

from all over North America visit the Lloyds River. I have 

heard it compared to - you know,somebody said that if the noblemen had it 

they would take it and declare it a sanctuary where only lords 

covet hunt .If the Americans had it they would spend a fortune 

on it and make a fortune through parks development and whatrhave

you. And what do we do. We dry it up and divert it. 

H:iL SMALLI~OOD: Is that not true of dozens of places in the Province? 

HR. FLIGHT: No,~ir, there is no other place in the Province 

that compares with Lloyds River Valley, not one, not one, and I 

have been in -

HR. S.HALLWOOD: That is what I call dear love of native land. 

HR. FLIGHT: Dear love of native land. Yes, Sir, there is 

not a river -and here is the problem,the hon.}tinister of Industrial 

Development sometime here recently indicated that we could develop 

an eel fishery in the Exploits River. Now, ~~~r. Spea~er, I say, 
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HR . FLIGHT: 

and I stand to be corrected,that below Grand Falls the Exploits 

River is polluted. The only reason the Exploits River is not 

polluted and long gone and dead is because -

MR • __ JiffiRPRY : 

.1R . FLIGHT: 

That iust :i.s nnt so. 

The Minister of Consumer Affairs says that is not 

a fact. Can the .1inister of Consumer Affairs tell me how many 

gallons of pollutant that Price :-iewfoundland pumps into _ tne_Exoloits 

River every day because I can tell him . 

SOME HON . MEUBERS : Yield, yield, yield . 

~. FLIGHT : tvna t, what? 

A..'ID HON . ~fENBERS: Yield for a moment. 

MR . FLIGHT: Yes . 

"'!R . MURPHY: "'ir . Speaker, I do not want to delay the debate, 

but as far as we are concerned there is a certain - but the 

Exploits River is not polluted nor is Gander Lake polluted . There 

might be some degree tending bu t it is not harmful to salmon or 

anything like that t here , you know. 
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MR. MURPHY: 

Every lake and pond is polluted but to the ~~tent of pollution . 

MR. SPEAKER: . -
Will the hon. member yield for a moment~ I would 

like·- on behalf of the members of the House to welcome 

into the public galleries - a delegation from the rural district 

council of Badger's Quay .-valleyfield and Pool's Island in the person 

of the Mayor, Mr. Winston Ricketts, Councillor Harry Winter and 

Taske ~ Sheppard and town manager, Harry Hardy. I trust you will 

have a very enjoyable stay. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member from Windsor-Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: At the risk of sounding corny, I believe it is my 

responsibility as a parent, I have three sons, I believe it is my 

responsibility as a parent to leave them something. I got no intention-

Look, why am I living in Newfoundland, you knmv, why? It is not because 

I can earn so much money here. · It is not because of the climate. It 

is because I can get in my car and within five minutes go fishing. 

It is because of the clean air, clean rivers. 

MR. MORGAN: Come on~ Come on! Do not give us -

MR. FLIGHT: Oh, listen to the Don Juan of the P.C. Party, the P.C. 's 

bionic man. 

MR. MORGAN: Do not get rersonal now, do not get personal. 

}ffi.. FLIGHT: Hell, Hr. Speaker, I am entitled to be heard in s Hence. 

And I want to be defended.,as my hon. friend .called him. "Jaws" from 

Bonavista South. And I ask for that protection. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. gentleman wishes to speak without interruption. 

} ffi.. FLIGHT: Now, Mr. Speaker, Ne'tvf oundland cannot afford to - you 

know, if we continue they way we have gone this last twenty years we 

will have wiped out everything we have had a reason to hold dear in 

this Province. And the amount of electricity that can be generated 

by the diversion of Lloyds River can in no way pay for the - ~;.;hen 
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HR. FLIGHT: 

Newfoundland Hydro says, points out to the people of Newfoundland 

the amounts of savings that would come as a result of the Lloyds 

River, should they not then be made produce figures that would show 

us the loss to the economy of this Province over the next hundred 

years of the tourist potential - if the tourist potential in that 

area were developed. Is it not fair to say that if we are going to 

look at what we would save by diverting Lloyds River~then what would 

be the cost to the Province if the natural environment were wiped 

out and the potential to develop the tourist potential in that area 

forever was lost to the Province, and it would be lost to the Province. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I may speak some more on Lloyds River yet. I am not 

running out of time, but I made a commitment that I would only go 

so long here. There are other ceremonies to take place here and I 

do not want to delay them. But there is another question I would 

like the answer to, the Hinister of Finance if you can. I would like 

the information as to just by how much money, by how many dollars is 

-· 
this Province subsidizing Erco, Bowaters and Price (Nfld.)? 

Because, Mr. Speaker, I believe ~vhen the Lloyds River diversion was 

being talked about we had figures that indicated that Price (Nfld. 's) 

natural consumption o~er the next five years would be exactly 

equal to the production of the Lloyds River diversion. And I suggest, 

Sir, that if that is the cas_e these are the people who should have 

paid the bill and not spread across the consumers of Newfoundland. 

There was a case being made that the consumption of Price (Nfld.) 

would rise over the next five years equal to the total production of 

Lloyds River. And if such were the case~then why were the people of 

Newfoundland being told you will save $28 million or it will cost 

$28 million. And by how much are we subsidizing these companies , 

-any of the large consumers~ 
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HR. FLIGHT: 

So, rrr. Speaker, I have to recognize as a responsible person 

that we have to develop the on-Island sites, our water potential 

in this Province. But I do not believe in the process of doing it 

we should wipe out everything we hold dear. 

6265 



Nay 5, 1977 Tape 2240 JM- 1 

MR. FLIGHT: I do not believe that 'tve should destroy the environment 

of an area like Red Indian Lake- Lloyd's River. The Lloyd's River 

diversion, Mr. Speaker, would not only have affected Buchan's }it would 

have very effe~tively 'tviped out the inland r.vaten.;ays of Central 

Newfoundland from George's Lake right do'vn to Botwood. For the 

benefit of the han. Minister of Consumer Affairs before he leaves, 

I will just wind this up, I suggested that the Exploits River is 

polluted from Grand Falls down. Now, Mr. Speaker, if you do not 

believe that then you should one day in August,when the river is 

low with the right evening~go down and stand on the bank, fish in 

the river below and watch what is floating by you and smell the 

river. It is polluted, And if we do not stop~and I am not 

suggesting we do because it probably would force Price into 

bankruptcy,but if we do not stop the pollution being poured into 

that river by Price (Nfld) the han. Minister of Industrial 

Development will not see his eel fishery work because nothing will 

live in that river below Grand Falls. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
7 

MR. SPEAKER: Before recognizing the han, member I would point 

out the matters which will be debated at five-thirty. There are 

two~ The first one,the hen, member for LaPoile arising from a 

question asked the hen, the Premier, the subject matter - government 

assistance to employers to give work experience to unemployed young 

people; And the second one, a question asked by the hon, member 

for Baie Verte-~~ite Bay of the hen. Minister of Health, the subject 

matter -

MR. NEA...RY: The hon, member for Baie Verte-White Bay? 

MR. SPEAKER : Yes. 

MR. NEARY: I am sorry he will not be here. He is gone to Baie Verte. 

MR. SPEAY..ER: Well the subject was reported matters of child abuse 

Exon House. If the hon. gentleman is not here then there will only 

e one. There will only be one called. 

The han, member for Conception Bay South, 
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MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say at the start that I 

understand the Administratormay be coming in and if that is so all I 

need is a signal from someone o~posite and I will immediately sit 

down and shut up. 

MR.HICKMAN: Chances are we will close it this evening. 

MR. NOLAN: Yes, of course. Yes. What are we on, Hydro? 

Hydro. My friend opposite I believe made some reference to my 

hon. and learned friend opposite from Burin-Grand Bank that he 

was in or could be in a conflict of interest position were he to 

table the eleven or fifteen thousand word-or named petition that 

was presented in this House yesterday. 

MR. HICKMAN: ~r. Speaker, on a point of order. 

MR.. SPEAKER: A point of order~. 

MR. HICKMAN: Before I open my mouth there was some other han. 

gentleman here -

MR. NOLAN: Could I continue and maybe I will explain it to the 

han. minister'? 

MR. HICKMAN: What it has to do with this bill is beyond my 

comprehension but -

MR. NOLAN: We are talking about Hydro, are we not? 

MR. HIC~_AN: We are talking about the right of Hydro to borrow 

money. 

MR. ROBERTS: ~.]ell, Mr. Speaker, of course that is in order because 

talking about the right of Hydro to borrow money necessarily involves 

the purposes for which Hydro borrows money because if the purposes 

for which they borrow money are not purposes which we think fit and 

proper then obviously we will not approve giving them the right to 

borrm~. I accept the minister's statement that the 

understandin~ of this is beyond his competence but, Sir, I do not 

think the House has to be governed by that • 

• <\:.'iT HON. ~'ffi~ER: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROBERTS: What the House has to be governed by are the rules and 
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MR. ROBERTS: the rules say that a member may give his reasons. for 

being for or again.at t.he pril!_ciple of a bill and that is What my 

friend from Conception Bay South is attem!lting to do, The minister 

may not unde·rstand it, Sir, but that is not our fault nor, I submit, 

is it a consideration which the House can take into account, 

~. SPEAKER: To a certain extent I have to 

in my mind endeavour to finish the sentance of the hon, gentleman to 

: J my right, but if I 

"---f-that he was going 

am right in supposing~and I can only go on that, 

to speak upon a matter claimed by the han. member for 
I 

Burin-Placentia Westwith respect to the hon, minister and a petition 

presented yesterday by people on the South Coast that would be, I 

think, extraneous if in fact that is what he was going to speak on. 

I do not r~ally know, 

The han. membe~ for Con~eption Bay South, 

I will have another go, Mr. Speaker, The lady who 

presented it was 
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MR. NOLAN: 

responsible for the petition in this House yesterday 1 namely, Mrs. 

Fagan, stated in my presence that the hon. minister opposite refused 

to present the petition because he said h~ would be in a conflict of 

interest position because of the fact that he was involved in a 

ministerial capacity with Newfoundland Hydro. Now I am asking. 

the minister to either put up or shut up, Mr. Speaker. It is as 

simple as that. 

AN HON. ~ffi}ffiER: Public Utilities Board. 

MR. NOLAN: Public Utilities Board, that is what he told her, yes. 

Now if the minister wants to deny that he told her that let him do so 

now. 

MR.. HICKMA.L~ : It is not .a question of denying. I ask what that has to 

do with the bill~ Mr. Speaker. 

MR. ROBERTS: It has everything to do with the bill, everything to do 

with the bill. 

MR. NOLAN: So we have now established since the minister denies 

refuses to deny that - that he refused to present the petition to 

which I referred. Fifteen thousand people, many of.whom were 

in his district,he found he was in a conflict of interest position, 

Mr. Speaker. He could not represent in this House those people and 

what a shame that is for any minister or any member to admit to. 

~1R. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I lvould point out that the contention, the subject 

matter,for what reasons if any, the hon. ~finister of Justice may have 

(L stated for not 'l·lishing to present a petition, that is something 

r~ quite separate from the principle of this bill no matter hmv generously 

one interprets it. The principle of the bill has something to do 

surely with Newfoundland Hydro and the minister or anybody else Is 

attitude illith respect to presenting a petition is certainly not 

related to Ne>vfoundland Hydro. 

~ffi.. NOLA..."l': I certainly apologize if I have stepped out of bounds 

at all, Hr. Speaker. I trust that I have made my point. I have 

great legislative respect for my friend opposite. He ~.;orked together 
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closely obviously from time to time on matters of great in~erest 

to both sides of the House. But there is no memmber in the House of 

Assembly, ~~- Speaker, who can weasel out of taking a position 

better than my hon. friend opposite, no one in God 1 s world! No one 

can walk of egg shells like the hon. Minister of Justice. 

Now the Minister of Hines and Energy stated here and 

shouted from his seat a little while ago,that the Newfoundland Hydro 

as referred to, I believe, by the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary), 

did not intend to make a profit this year. Now I could be yrrong, 

and I am subject to correction, but : in the last six weeks a member 

of the board, a spokesman for Newfoundland Hydro,stated to the 

press of this Province that they hoped to make a profit this year. 

It is as simple as that. Now either you deny it or you do not. 

And if you do you better know 'lvhat your facts are. 

Now the Minister of Finance sits over there - my 

old friend- and I know darn well what happens in government. I 

mean if Newfoundland Hydro are instructed to make a profit or to come 

up to an equal position they have got to be governed by the Commandant 

of Finance in this Province, and that is the Minister of Finance 

and his minions on the Treasury Board. They are the ones 'tvho say 

to the various departments what you will spend or what you will not spend. 

They are the ones who state what the financial position of the 

Province wiil be in the following year. To some extent it is their 

duty. But here 'IVe have a situation, Mr. Speaker, where in my opinion 

Newfoundland Hydro have been instructed quite clearly by the government 

of this Province and their financial spokesman, the Minister of Finance, 

to sock it to the people of this Province. Pile it on them. Give 

them the financial shaft. And it is all right to squeeze and weasel 

and say ,' 1 It is not our fault. \ole do not tell Newfoundland Hydro what 

to do; we do not tell the school boards what to do ; 'lve do not tell 
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Ne\-7f oundland and Labrador Housing Corporation ~.,rhat: to do . 11 Hhat 

a lot of crap, ~!r. Speaker, that is, crap! Maybe the word 

is not parliamentary and if so I certainly wit.~dra'" it immediately . 

MR . ROBERTS: But it is accurate. 

MR. NOLAN: But it is accurate . 

So it is a bit disconcerting .. No wonder 

people in this Province pay no attention to what is happening 

in t his House if you have so much buck passing. You have men 

who are allegedly educated and women . You have people who are 

elected in their various districts~_ you have people •.Yho hold prominent 

positions in var ious ministerial capacities in this Province, and 

then they 
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HR. ~OLAN: have the gall, the unmitigated gall to stand up either 

before the press or before this House and say ,~'Oh, no, Hr, Speaker, 

it is not our responsibility, :lot my responsibility. Not our 

responsibility. That is the Chairman of Newfoundland and Labrador 

Housing. That is the Chairman and the Board of the Public Utilities 

Commission. That is the Chairman of this group and that group~ I 

mean,who funds these organizations? Who gives them their instructions? 

Who do they report to? Only one group - the Cabinet. So how can you 

be so cynical? How can you demean the people of this Province by 

attempting to indicate that it is not your responsibility? Hho 

in the name of God do you think you are kidding? You are not fooling 

anyone any more. 

You brought in very stringent controls allegedly 

in the most recent budget on the financing of this Province, 

including ~Tewfoundland Hydro, Mr, Speaker, Nm.:r I will tell you what 

this budget has done. First of all with the closing or alleged 

closing of the Linerboard mill in Stephenville, by that alone 

you have diverted the opinions and the attention of many people 

in this Province to some of the tax increases and so on you 

brought in. What you have also done,and you should be ashamed 

to sit there and accept it, this challenge from me is this, 

you have now proceeded 1.:rith the gall for which you are noted to 

finance the next election, six months, seven months before the 

next election on will come the paving equipment, the announcements 

of more stadiums and hospitals and all the rest, 

MR. • S P E..<\KER : Order, please: Order, please! I realize that there 

has been,and indeed I personally have always been inclined tc give 

a generous interpretation to the apolication of the rule of relevance 

~because I think that has to be understood and applied in the understanding 

of the broad area of interests represented by me~bers of the 

Legislature, etc, but I do think that 1vith that generous interpretation, 

which I feel should be given whenever possible, that the han, member 
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~fR. SPEAKER : has strayed beyond its confines. -1 

The han. member for Conce~t . on Bay South, 

:~,. NOLAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In snite of the 

fact that I have been ruled out of order on this, which I appreciate 

and certainly respect obviously, I hope that I have gotten my noint 

across and I stand by the statements I made. 

Newfoundland Hydro - ~y hon. friend who is 

now in deep, closed, closeted conversation with the member for 

LaPoile (Mr. Neary) stated in this House yesterday that the 

abolishment of the executive jet is of no significance or no 

iml,)ortance. Now who said so and i-rho does he speak for? Hmv much 

is spent on the executive jet? 

MR. NEARY: $500,000 a year. 

MR. NOLA.~: $500,000 a year. The member for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) 

says it is not important, Since when is $500,000 a year not 

important to the people who are suffering under the inexerable 

crucifixtion of the economic state of this Province today, It 

is not important,eh? \~o says so? 

:-m. S~ALUJ'OOD: iJould the hon. gentleman allow me? 

XR. NOLAN: Of course, 

HR. S"''tALLWOOD: He is misquoting me, of course.I did not say it was 

not important. I did not say any such thing. What I said was that 

if you cut the salary o_f Hr. Groom, cut out the jet, closed the 

office in ~ontreal, it would probably have no effect at all 

on the price of electricity. That is what I said, I did not 

say that saving $1 million or SSOO,OOO or $750,000 was not 

important. Of course it is. I, more than any one in this House in 

the last year and a half have talked about the need, the desperate 

need to economize and retrench and pull in the belt, So I do not 

say that saving $500,000 to $1 million is not important, \.f,1at I did 

say is it wouJd have nrecious little effect on the price of 

electricity. 

M'R. ~OLA."T: Hell rnaybe the hon. member for T•o1illingate ("Yrr. Smallwood) 

thinks 'precious littl~ is not <significant~ I happen to differ with 
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'!!{. NOLA1'l : him . I believe that no mat ter how little it 

is t he people of this Province have a ri~ht to exoect first 

of all a res?onsible attitude from those they have elected 

to office. I believe that no matter how little it is 

that the peoole of the Province who are no~.; out of jobs and 

have to pay for t he heat, to try to feed their children , 

NM - 3 

no matter how much it is it is darn ~.;ell impor tant , the matter 

how small that amount is . So maybe the member for ~.;illingate 

and I might differ on matter of economics.,but let there be no,no 

doubt t hat we have a very definite difference and it is as imple 

as that. If the_re is $500 , 000 being squander ed on an executive 

jet~it is impor tant . 
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Mr. Nolan: 

If there is $80,000 paid to the Chairman of that Board~it is important; 

if there is a house provided for that gentleman,it is important; if 

other transportation is provided,it is important no matter what the 

member for Twillingate (Mr. Smallwood) says. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. NOLAN: 

MR. SMALLWOOD: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. NOLAN: 

Who says it is not important? 

The member implied as much yesterday. 

I did no such thing. No such thing. 

Are you finished? 

No,I am not finished. 

I am saying that whether it amounts to the difference 

in electricity or not, the fact is it is caught up in mismanagement, 

and that makes a difference to this Province whom- we allegedly represent. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I agree. 

MR. NOLAN: I am not differing with the member on the cost of 

electricity. But all I am saying to the hon. member, Mr. Speaker, is 

this,and anyone who is listening,is that if there is a $1 million 

or a $1.5 million,if it is going to go to anyone let it go to the 

suffering people of this Province and let us not turn it over to the 

bloody bureaucrats. That•is what I am saying. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear: 

MR. NOLAN: It is as simple as that. 

MR. SMALLWOOD: I do not disagree. 

is fair. He does not want to be unfair. 

Look,the hon. gentleman 

He does not want to 

misrepresent me. I told the whole membership sitting here, who were 

here yesterday when I spoke, to witness that I did not say saving 

a half million or three-quarters -

AN RON. MEMBER: But you asked the question -

MR. SMALLWOOD: I asked the question would it make any difference 

in the price of the electricit~ And the answer I got was, no. Whether 

the answer was right or wrong that is the answer. But I did not 

talk about the importance of that amount of money. I talked about 

what effect, if any, it would have on the price of electricity. Let 

us keep the record clear on that. 
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MR. NOLAN: Okay. W~ll let me keep my record clear also, it is 

as simple as this. Let us assume that the Chairman is paid $75,000 

a year. Let us assume that there is tranportation involved, and 

that is the jet of half a million a year. Let us assume that 

there is a home involved, I do not know if there is or is not, maybe 

I can be corrected on that.· 

MR. ROBERTS: Probably a loan, a mortgage loan. 

MR. NOLAN: Maybe some mortgage loan. Maybe there are cars 

and so on and other expenses. Maybe there are so many things. But 

surely the member for Twillingate will have to agree that that has 

to absorbed in the price of electricity in this Province. And I 

say no matter who the guilty party is, whether it is the member for 

Conception Bay South or anyone else,then that obviously reflects in 

the total cost of the price of electricity in this Province, and I am 

not satisfied to stand by as a member of this House. -we have 

resettlement in this Province going on right now in my district~ 

men, married men, who have to leave their families. There is resettlement 

going on but it is not from the islands in Placentia Bay to the Mainland 

of this Provinde, -~hey are going to Halifax, Alberta, Toronto; I 

am suppose to stand silently by and watch this go on, and while we have 

this sort of situation, and I am suppose to stand here as a member of 

this Caucus or any other caucus and allegedly by my silence condone 

it, not on your life. No way. It is wrong. No wonder people look 

upon all of us in this House with suspicion. It is all right for you 

to say, on the other side, now that perhaps the member for Twillingate 

and I differ. We do not necessarily. But what I am saying is we are 

all being judged, every one of us. Good members in this House, very 

fine members in this House of Assembly on either side,and I have known 

them for mauy years, and I strongly object, my guts boil when I hear 

some of the references from some people in public, members~citizens that 

I know in all districts saying, This member is no good, and that member 

is· no good, when,in fact, I know that the member they are referring to 

ofttimes has little or no control, sad t~ say, about some of thP 
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Mr. Nolan: 

things that are happening in this Province. 

The day is gone, the day is gone, Mr. Speaker, when anyone 

could take the attitude because somebody is Tory they are all bad, or 

all Liberal is all bad, they are all rogues. Now who has perpetuated 

this? Who has helped to substantiate this belief, if it is not 

people who have been involved in public life in this Province over 

the years. The problems in this Province are enormous, and we know 

it. We know it. 

For example, when you talk about a bill to raise additional 

funds, for example, for Newfoundland Hydro,will anyone dispute the fact 

that on the purchase of the Churchill Falls t he very Act in itself 

has not to some extent interferred .with the borrowing programmes in 

this Province since then. 

probably disagree with me. 

I am sure the Minister of Finance will 

But, if so, the Minister of Finance must 

have very, very little realization of the powers that the Rothschilds 

have in the bond market of this world, not this Province or Canada. 

But something for which you will pay for a long while, in my opinion. 

The bond market is no different than selling socks or selling beef or 

selling anything else. 
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MR. NOLAN: There are certain people who hold a lot of power. 

And I am telling you that we are paying right today. It is 

as simple as that. 

Newfoundland Hydro needs to be opened 

up. It is a can of worms. It is as simple as that. I am telling 

you that Newfoundland Hydro dictates to Newfoundland Light and 

Power what they want for the power. Newfoundland Light and 

Power cannot defend themselves. They cannot. And I am not 

trying to defend Newfoundland Light and ·Power,but they cannot 

come out and tell the whole truth publicly because if they 

do they could have the squeeze put on them by Ne~v-foundland 

Hydro. It is as simple as that. So therefore I will never 

be satisfied. I do not believe in nationalizing everything. 

No one has ever heard me preach this. Never. As a matter of 

fact I have great qualms about it. 

I will never forget one time I happened 

to say to some one in the civil service~in fact 1 that I was trying 

to get a job for a gentlemantand a man who is wise in the ~vays 

and activities of the civil service told me that perhaps I should 

not do it because he made reference to a man who was involved in 

public life in this Province at one time and coming in and apparently 

insisting on a job for this certain gentleman. And the gentleman 

got the job. As a matter of fact it was a watchman and I believe 

it ~vas in a hospital. The man apparently had taken advantage of 

his position and alleged power, the gentleman was blind and he 

was a watchman in this public institution. 

Now no one wants to in any way attempt 

to encourage, help, assist and so on anyone who is unfortunate 

enough to be handicapped by blindness. But to me this was 

an abuse of potver. 

MR. DOODY: That is what we are elected for, t~ help people. 

HR. NOLAN: Yes~but you do not necessarily make some one Minister 

of Finance simply because he was elected, do you? The Premier of 
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MR. NOLAN: the Province I ~vould think would decide that. He is 

the one who appoints the Cabinet. Of course you are elected 

to help people, of course you are, all people, no matter 

~.;hat their handicaps and so on. If you want to mention that 

you can talk about the oublic buildings and so on and how they 

are barring people ~vho are handicapped from getting into 

the building. Am I going beyond my time for the Administrator? 

MR. DOODY: You have enough time. It is just that 

the committee stage has got to go through and His Honour 

is due at five-thirty. 

MR. NOLAN: All right. 

MR. DOODY: It is a good speech and I do not want to -

All I am saying is that I will have little time to reply and -

MR. NOLAN: No, I will not delay -

MR. ROBERTS: Why not ask the Administrator if he could perhaps 

come back after -

MR. NOLAN: No, I will not delay the committee. No. 

I would merely like to wind up by 

saying that any time when any public money is being spent, no matter 

~vhere it is, unless the facts are on the table, members of the House 

of Assembly, members of the public have a right to ask where it is 

going, how it is spent and why. It is as simple as that. They 
I 

have a right to an answer. Whenever the government or whatever 

public body says, No, whether it is the university, whether it 

is the Department of Rural Development or any other department 

or agency says, No, then automatically there arises in the 

public conscience the feeling, Ah ha, they are trying to hide 

something. And that is it. And it is the duty therefore in 

my opinion, Mr. Speaker, for the elected representatives, for 

the press, or for any one else who communicates or attempts 

to communicate with the public of this Province or of Canada to 

demand, to demand that that information be Drovided. It is 

as simple as that. 
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!'1R. • NOLA..~ : Now in closing may I say that I stated 

in this House yesterday and I Hill say again today, Ne~vfoundland 

Light and Pmver has a~ involvement wit':l '1ontreal Engineering . ~ontreal 

Engineering has members of their board of directors ~vho I believe 

sit on t he Board of Directors of Newfoundland Light and PO'.Jer 

and vice versa. It is also a matter that is confirmed by t he 

I bel ieve the spokesman , the Chairman , or whoever,for Newfoundland 

Light and Powe r that , yes,in fact , publicly on television, that 

~tontreal Engineering provides various consulting services and so on 

to ~ewfoundland Light and Power. 

MR . NEARY: the last hearing before the Cou%ts . 

MR . NO~~: It came out in t he last hear ing befor e t he courts . 

at l east publ icly acknmvledged fact t hat Montr eal Engineer ing 

has an involvement I believe with Sha~vmont . Shawmont in turn 
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MR. NOLAN: does certain consulting work 

with Newfoundland Hydro. I want it out in the open. 

That is all I am asking. I pay taxes as well as every 

other member in this House, as well as every other 

person who is employed in this Province. Am I being 

unreasonable, Mr. Speaker? Am I casting aspersion, 

innuendo, character assassination on anybody? Is that 

what I am guilty of? I do not think so. I am asking 

that the people of this Province, when they go before 

the Public Utilities Board, be as well armed and as 

well protected as the people they are up against. We 

are no longer living in the day when young David 

attacked Goliath and knocked him down with a sling-

shot. You are not going to knock the Newfoundland 

Public Utilities Board and the Newfoundland Telephone 

Company or the Newfoundland Light and Power or 

Newfoundland Hydro with having some poor widow going 

in with her few little notes on a piece of brown paper 

torn off a brown paper bag trying to justify her problems 

within the community and trying to keep a roof over her 

head and a bit of heat in the house. 

They have to be financed properly. 

They have to have the same kind of expertise, whether 

they be accountants, lawyers or whatever. By the way, 

can you not appear before the Public Utilities Board 

without having a lawyer represent you, or can you? 

MR. NEARY: Yes,you can represent yourself 

but you cannot represent anybody else. 

MR. NOLAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

You cannot represent anyone else. 

That is right. 

HR. NOLAN: This is obviously a ploy, Mr. Speaker, 

written into the act by the Legal Society of this Province 

and make no mistake about it. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I have little time, 
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MR. NOLAN: Could I be heard in silence? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The han. 

gentleman wishes to be heard without interruption. 

MR • N OLA!.'J' : So in other ~vords , a member of 

the House of Assembly cannot appear on behalf of a 

group of citizens? - Now this has to be, Hr. Speaker, 

designed in this House, conceived in this House by 

the lawyers of this Province, a make-work project. 

And if so, I would expect the la\ryers to stand up 

and deny it,and if they are not guilty to remove it 

from such legislation. Surely this is wrong. Am I 

beyond time. 

AN HON. MEMBER: It is just about up. 

MR. NOLAN: All right. I would not in any 

way attempt to detain the Governor. But I hope I 

have attempted to make my point. It is a shame what 

it going on. You are open to suspicion~and I am 

ashamed to be a part of it, ~x. Speaker. 

SOME HON. HEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SMALUWOD: Mr. Speaker, I think that perhaps 

I am the only member in this House who opposed the 

nationalization of Churchill Falls. I regarded it as a 

tragic blunder and I still so regard it. I think it 

is one of the greatest blunders ever committed by any 

government in Newfoundland's history. I thought it 

then and I think it now, a ghastly blunder. So, Mr. 

Speaker, the House will not find me defending the 

head, the organization that is now running the 

Churchill Falls, and will certainly not find me defending 

the rates of pay they get or their general running 

expenses. And let me say furthermore, that more than 

any other member in this House, I am not the only one 

to do it, but more than any other member I had championed 

and advocated retrenchment and economy. And I have 

pointed to the dire danger Newfoundland is in if she 
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MR. SMALLWOOD: does not economize and retrench, 

pull in the belt far, far more than she is doing up to 

now. Now in that expression of opinion I have shared 

with the han. the member for St. John's East (Mr. 

Marshall), the han. the member for St. John's North 

(Mr. J. Carter), the Minister of Finance, John Crosbie, 

and the Premier himself. But no one in this House has 

advocated retrenchment and economy more than I have 

done, and few of them half as much. I hardly need to 

say that because surely every_member of the House knows 

it to be true. 

Finally let me say once again 

that I did not say what I have just been quoted by the 

member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) as having 

said here yesterday. I did not say it. I did not say 

anything even remotely resembling it. 
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MR.. SEALLVIOOD: What ' he says I said was that saving half a 

million or three quarters of a million or a million dollars ~1as 

not important. I did not say it because it is important,and 

that is not enough to save it has got to be ten, twenty, fifty 

times thate I say it has got to be one hundred times that;I 

say you have got to save one hundred million. I say you have 

got to save t-.:.;o hundred million and I say you have got to stop 

borrowing. So to quote me as saying here in this House that 

half a million is not important is really very inaccurate and 

therefore a very unfair thing to say about me. And to this 

moment the han .. member for Conception Bay South has not retracted 

his statement, he has not withdrawn it. He lets it stay on the 

record although every han. member of the House knows that he is 

wrong,that I did not say that or anything near it or anything 

resembling it. And hm.; can an han. member just stand there and 

insist that I said that or anything like it when in fact I did 

not. Is the clock right? rae governor is due at five-thirty? 

HR. NEARY: He is here now, Sir. 

MR. Sl-!ALLWOOD: He is here now. But, Mr. Speaker, having put 

that on the record I have some regard for my personal reputation. 

I tvill not live forever. H.istorians will look at Hansard, and I 

do not want it to stay on the record that I said that this money 

was - this amount,half a million,was not important. 

HR. DOODY: You did not say it. 

MR. Sl1ALLWOOD: I did not say it,no. 

!:-.iR. DOODY: You definitely did not. 

tiR. St!ALL WOOD : And I would like some of my colleagues on this side of the 

House to agree that I did not say it. 

}~. DOODY: You only asked questions about it, that is all. 

NR. SPEA.K.ER: If the han minister speaks now he closes the 

\ debate. 

~ut that 

Perhaps before recognizing the han member I should point 

according to Standing Orders at 5.30 a cErtain 
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HR. SPEA..'<ER: proceedure follows so I do not kno":v what the 

wish of t he House is th~t that__procedure go - at -8 _o~ock 

tonight or t hat it be postponed or that it be held tomorro'tv or 

that it be postponed until nex week or ';vhat? 

HR. HIC~G·IA.N' : ~r. Speaker, as I understand it, there is only one 

question on it to be debated because the hnn.gentleman or the 

s econd question is not· present. I have consulted with my friend 

the hon, member for LaPoile~;vho is the only member here with a 

question and with the unanimous consent of the House he has 

agreed that he will debate his question at ten off six if 

necessary. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the hen. minister speaks now he closes the 

debate. The han. minister. 

~m. DOODY: I have many notes and many questions and obviously, 

Sir, it will be quite impossible for me to respond to the many 

points that were raised by hen. members opposite. And many of 

them are very important. HoHever the sum an·a substance of this 

bill is that the intent of t he original bill is to limit the 

net sum to be borrowed by Hydro under this act is to be $200 

million~and that is exactly what the amendment permits it to do. 

There is no extra money in here for Gull Island, The $78 million 

amount that will be debated later on, as I said, either under 

the supply bill, the Supplementary Supply Bill or perhaps another 

bill,but certainly I would take it unto myself to commit that 

it will be done under the Supplementary Supply Bill. 

~-lith regard to a Crown Corporation Connni ttee to look into 

the operations of Cro'tVTI Corporations I think that that is 

probably one of the better ideas to come forth in some time. 

The Public Accounts Committee is serving an excellent purpose 

and I think that this committee which has been suggested can be 

set up and can also serve too. And maybe this is the time to do 

it before these corporations, cro'tm corporations get completely 
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MR. DOODY : out of hand and get too big and start having the 

same sort of affect that the Canadian National or the Air Canada 

has \vhen it appears before a Commons Committee . Th e people 

~vho do the interviewing are completely outclassed. 

I do not know - there are so many things here that I v1ould 

like to say but I do not want to delay the proceedings. I 

appreciate very much the leave - .of the House to allo\-1 government 
• - I 

to proceed with this closing on Honday. I understand Ris 

Honour is outside and I am not trying to avoid answering any 

of these questions. The Golden Eagle question is one that 

should be answered and I undertake to ans~ver it . 1 cannot do it 

right now because of the committee thing . 
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MR. DOODY: I have no intention of avoiding 

it. The $30 million bond issue has been committed. 

Government would not be liable technically for damages 

because there has been no signing, but it would be a 

tremendous embarrassment to· government if we had to 

go back and renegotiate the contracts with the bond 

holders and so on. It would indeed be an extremely 

difficult situation to find ourselves in. On the 

ERCOsubsidy and so on, all these things should be 

looked at and gone into. Unfortunately the time 

available is such right now, Sir, that I cannotapply 

myself to them. I would be most pleased to at an 

appropriate time,and I think that perhaps during the 

estimates, and if not in the estimates then in the 

budget debate I would be most happy so to do. 

The intent of the bill has been 

made, the amendment has been made quite clear to the 

House. Hon. members are in agreement with the principle 

of the bill and so I move second reading. 

On. motion a bill, "An Act To Amend 

The Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro (Loan and Guarantee 

Limitation) Act, 1975," read a second time, ordered ....---._____ 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House now, by 

leave. 

On motion that the House resolve 

itself into a Cornmi ttee of the 1ifuole House, Mr. Speaker, 

left the Chair. 

Cm-1MITTEE OF THE 1ivHOLE 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Order, please! 

A bill, "An Act To Amend The 

Newfoundland Hydro (Loan And Guarantee Limitation) Act,l975." 

On motion, clauses 1 and 2, carried. 

Motion, that the Committee report 

having passed the bill without amendment, carried. 
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On motion, that the Committee rise, 

report progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker 

returned to the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the 

Whole have conside~ed the matters to them referred, 

directed me to report Bill No. 55 without amendment, 

and ask leave to sit again. 

On motion report received and 

adopted, bill ordered read a third time now by leave. 
,, 

On motion, a bill, "An Act To 

~Amend The Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro (Loan And 

f'Guarantee Limitation) Act, 1975," read a third time, 

ordered passed and title be. as on the Order Paper. 

SERGEANT-AT-AID1S: Mr. Speaker, His Honour the 

.Administrator has arrived. 

MR. SPEAKER: Admit His Honour the Administrator. 
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MR. SPEAKER: ~·fay it please Your Honour, the General Assembly of 

the Province has at its present session passed a certain bill to 

~vhich in the name of and on behalf of the General Assembly 

I respectfully request Your Honour's assent. 

~ 
Labrador Hydro (Loan and Guarantee Limitation) Act, 1975. (Bill No. 55) 

A bill, -"An Act To Amend The Newfoundland· and 

HON. R. S. FUP~ONG (Administrator): In Her ~~jesty's name I 

assent to this bill. 

MR. SPEAKER: It being 5:35P.M. a motion to adjourn is deemed 

to be before the Chair. There is one matter for debate. 

The han. member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am certain that a member of this 

House of Assembly would want to be deaf, blind, totally unaware of 

the situation in his own electoral district or criminally callous 

to be unaware of the most tragic facet of the recorc unemployment 

in our Province at the present time, that over fifty per cent, over 

half of the jobless are in the key age group, seventeen to twenty-five 

years. That is the bracket, ~tr. Speaker, when young people should 

be getting their feet under them, laying the foundation financially, 

vocationally, professionally, productively and philosophically for 

the rest of their lives. And that today,unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, 

is the period When half of our young people are forced to rust in 

morale eroding idleness,embittered by the feeling that society, 

government, the educational system, everyone has let them down. 

Just think back, Mr. Speaker, to the contract 

with the day when you and I and our contemporaries in this House 

~ntered the work force. He had a choice of jobs, Sir. Today our 

young people have less than a fifty per cent chance of employment. 

And, Hr. Speaker, the situation is going to worsen. \.Je are told by 

academics, by Hanpmver staticians, economicsts, that we have enough B.A. 1 s 

stockpiled to see us through the next ten years, enough M.A.'s for another 
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Mr. Neary. 

fifteen and a backlog of Ph.D's 5 piled higher and deeper, to do 

us, Sir, until the end of the present century. Further, 

~rr. Speaker, generally accepted experts forecast :hat by the 

year 2,000 there will be economically, justifiable,productively, 

essential jobs for only t"tventy-five per cent, one in four of our 

population, and that only govermnent, ~·rr. Speaker, through 

skimming financial cream off the Gross National Product will be 

able to finance employment for the jobless on specifically devised 

economically unnecessary but morally essential projects. Here 

and now, Mr. Speaker, this House should not only be concerned 

over the sad,tragic situation, but should do some positive 

about it. And there is a great deal that we can do other than 

ask for direct handouts from Ottawa, Mr. Speaker, if we take 

seriously the plight of those who are pouring out of our training 

institutions and apprenticeship programmes into the harsh morale 

-eroding world of jobless statistics. Yes, Mr. Speaker, there is much 

J;.ze members of the House of Assembly can do both as individuals 

and as a group. Remember, Mr. Speaker, the chief hurdle that 

I mentioned that these young people have to sumount is the achievement 

of their initial work experience. 
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Mr. Neary: 

I am certain, Sir, that if the members of this House or a group 

or a committee of well-intentioned, knowledgeable, reasonably 

imaginative, sympathetic and intelligent members of this House were 

to face up to this problem instead of shrugging it off on civil 

servants or an incompeteut_group like the government's flanning 

and Jlriorities Committee,we could come up, Sir, with a practical, 

practicable solution to providing that precious initial work 

experience for our young people,for a lack of which they are at 

present condemned to indefinite and useless shelf life. And the 

only way we can do that, Mr. Speaker, is to take advantage of the 

existing Canada Manpower on•the-job training programmes by this 

administration using the Department of Manpower and Industrial 

Relations to push the Canada Manpower training programme, and, if 

necessary, the Provincial Government itself get in both feet in 

subsidizing employers so that they can give our young people that 

initial experience that they need before they can obtain permanent 

employment. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear~ 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Industrial and Rural Development. 

MR. J. LUNDRIGAN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to acknowledge on 

behalf of the Premier the remarks of the hon. gentleman in his 

annual regular presentation on this particular issue. He certainly 

had a very well worded presentation to supplement his concept that he 

has in his mind. I am a little concerned about his level of 

pessimism and his choice of words. It almost sounded like I was 

attending the annual meeting of the Undertakers Association, but 

I recognized that he means well, and I commend him for a very positive 

suggestion. What he is say~ng~I understand,is that perhaps there should 

be some supplementary Provincial programme similar to what the on-the

job training programme is that exists under the Federal system. He 

is pinpointing a very important problem, the unemployment of a young 

person , of course, or any person is pretty well a tragedy that everybody 

has a great deal of regret for. He is indicating the magnitude of the 
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Mr. Lundrigan: 

unemployment problem among younger people. It does not make the 

problem any less bearable for somebody at the age of thirty if he 

is unemployed, of course, if the percentage of unemployment is lower 

among that age group. 

He is not indicating another problem which I think he 

should get his teeth into~and that is the problem of people in the 

age group between, say,forty-five and sixty-five or fifty and sixty

five, and these people tend to be in the category where there is 

higher unemployment and the difficulties of getting employment is 

much greater because basically in terms of the employer they do 

tend not to be in the eyes of some employers as employable. We 

recognize the critical problem, There are two problems,of course, 

from the point of view of the government, number one, is the financial 

inability of a government to stimulate the marketplace the way that 

the hen. member would like to. If is a very good concept, we accept 

the principle that every effort should be made to get young people 

into the labour force. It is an awful contradiction to find somebody 

having spent years in an institutional of learning and then find 

themselves with all the trades and the educational backgrounds and the 

like to be rejected because they have not got experience when in fact 

they have not had the opportunity to gain experience. And I resented 

very, very forthright, in strong arguments similar to the han. 

member's in a different place, and I supplement and support the 

principle he has outlined here in this institution. 

At the same time there is another side to the picture, 

Your Honour, and that is governments, unless they want to just move 

in with the taxpayers dollar and artificially create employment, 

then we have got to be very concerned because this is one of our 

biggest problems that we hav e.in the Province. Governments 

traditionally, maybe our government as well with some of our programmes 

recognizing the harshness of unemployment have tried to force the issue 

with artificial stimulation. We have done it in various industries. 
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Mr. Lundrigan! 

Very unfortunatley the Minister of Finance in recent days in his 

budget had to announce something which I am sure was caused partly 

by governments, the previous government,recognizing the critical 

unemployment programme and wanting to take a lot; of government 

dollars and put ·it at risk.to force something that was not indigneous 

or a natural entel'})rise at that time in history. And this is what 

we have had; the Come By Chance is an example of something where 

there was an overabundance of government presence and it did not 

work. And this is something that one of those fine days ! would 

be most prepared, and I would like the House to get involved in this 

kind of a debate,because where do we go in a province that has the 

financi.al strain it h~ on it in trying to stimulate, artificially 

stimulate 
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MR. LUNDRIGAN: the aconomy. We accept the 

principle. Young people, it is most discouraging, not 

only because they cannot find employment, but because 

they find their way _outside the work force of our 

Province in other parts of the country. As some~ 

body has indica ted·, our biggest ex-port is labour and 

skilled and capable people. We have to be very 

concerned about this and I think down through history 

governments have as well. 

But I cannot see at this moment 

any way that we can positively suggest to the hon. the 

member, or the House,a particular manageable _financially 

supportive way to respond to the concept that is outlined. 

MR. SPEAKER: The motion before the Chair is 

that the House do now adjourn. Is the House ready for 

the question? Those in favour •aye•, contrary •nay•, 

I declare the motion lost. I leave the Chair until 

8:00 p.m. 
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The House resumed at 8:00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

The han. the Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: Committee of Supply. 

On motion that the House resolve 

itself into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Speaker left 

the Chair. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

The han. the Minister of Recreation 

and Rehabilitation. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I will try to 

respond now to some of the questions which were asked 

during the morning, and I will try to take them in 

order, although I am not sure of the order in which 

the Opposition members spoke. I know that the first 

hon. member opposite to get involved in the debate was 

the han. the member for Windsor - Buchans (Mr. Flight) 

and he made some reference to the Exon House. I am 

sure that some of the words which were used were not 

meant to be used. 

For instance, the member referred 

to the people at Exon House as patients, and we like 

to refer to the people at the House, the children there, 

as guests. Because we are, as I _indicated earlier 

this morning, earlier today, trying to turn around 

the effort there in terms of a training institution as 

opposed to hospital. I am happy to have heard the 

han. the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) say that not 

only does he agree with that principle, but he says 

that he introduced that principle some years ago, 

and I am willing to give him that credit. I am sure 

he will be one qf the first to agree that it is a 

falrly~difficult task and very difficult for one to 
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MR.' H. COLLINS: measure what success· there has 

been. It. is goiiig to take years,·· possibly yet -,before 

we _;'ea~h -~~- stage whereby we wil~ be happy with the 

exercise there. I doubt i£ we will. ever be happy with 

it because· the 1;YP~~--of. people there are . alii;~l~-- -bit __ _ 

difficult to deal with and we all know whereof we 

speak. 

I would certainly recommend to 

hon. members , if they get a chance, to drop in to the 

Exon House. and see for themselves what, in my opinion, 

is a real good job,and the children are doing well. 

In fact, Mr. Chairman, there are a lot of children 

at that place now who are 
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~I • Collins. 

going to ~chool, normal day schools. They are taken out by bus 

in the morning 

MR. ~illARY: They should also take a look at Water Street 

· West._ That would proba,b~y ~ive them a more - what shnuld T. A.l'lv? -

value on ' life. 

-:'MR. COLLINS: Yes. That is very true. So I would like to clear 

that up in that we do not refer to them as patients. They are 

guests, and are being trained to the best of their ability. He 

made reference - if I might use the same 'Jords again - to abuse 

and 'other words which I am sure are an unfortunate choice of ~·.rords. 

I am reasonably sure that the member di~ not want to be quoted 

using those terms. I 'tvould like to say, hov:ever, in response 

to another remark which he made in that there have been documented 

cases of child abuse and so on, and, ~~r. Chairman, there have been 

no documented cases,not in the true sense. There have been allegations 

made, and I can inform the House that those allegations of abuse 

are being investigated. ~~d I have no hesitation at all to say that 

if . the investigation sho~v-s that indeed some of the staff did abuse 

some of those children, that the appropriate action will be taken, 

because there is one thing we will not tolerate and that is child abuse 

at that centre. I believe that I can say that the government's 

. . 

record in that field that the proof is there; because onlv two or three 

years ago there was reason to carry out an investigation into the 

operation at Exon House, and in fact some people ~vere dismissed. 

So I would once again reassure hon. members that 

if the investigation which we are doing nov7 indicates that the people 

over there are doing anything less than we recuire .,then certainly 

appropriate action will be taken. 

MR. l''URPHY: Hould the hon. minister mtind telling us what the 

average number of kinds attending Exon House is? Would he have some idea? 

HR.. COLLINS: I gather there is some~.rhere - I believe there is over 100. 
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MR.. NEA._ltY: Oh, there is well over- 100 there now. 

HR. MURPHY: I am sorry. I did not mean to put the minister off. 

I just ~.,rendered. 

~. COLLINS: There are 127. 

}1R • M!JF_PRY : 127. 

~. COLLINS: Artd there are just about the same number of employees, 

believe it or not. There are a tremendous amount of employees there. 

There are 117. There are just about the same number of employees. 

¥r. Speaker, the member also referred to the very 

unfortunate action which occurred last Christmas, the fire at 

the Chafe boarding home. And I am not sure if he said we had 

done nothing~or he challenged us to say what we had done . 

}f:P .. FLIGHT . No, I did not~-

KR. COLLINS: No, I do not think the hon. member did say that. 

~. FLIGHT: I did not say that you had done nothing. I just 

asked for some assurance that something was being done. 

~~. COLLINS: He wanted some assurance that something >~s being 

done. ~\Tell as the han. memberl possibly knows - he might have forgotten 

about it now - that one of the first things we did was establish 

a Helfare Inspecti-on and Licencing Authority -
.. 

~- · NEARY: That was already there so how could you provide thatZ 

~-fR. cou.rns: No. The Licencing Authority r,ras already there. 

MF .• NEARY: That is right. 

MR. COLLTil'S: But we broadened the authority now and made the 1. 

chairman of it a full-time position as a Licencing and Inspection 

Authority now. And he is getting staff. In fact~there are four 

people on his staff, and I believe there are another one or two to 

come. There has been 1a complete first safety inspection. All electrical 

inspection should completed a few days ago and hon. me~~ers might 

wonder why it took so 'long, but there are a number of those homes and, 

of course, the homes are privately owned. They are privately owned. 

The guests in the haves are supported by the government, but the 

homes are privately ol!med by various individuals around the Avalon Peninsula 

• 
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Mr. Collins: 

_ an4. __ otber: places. I might say that generally speaking. although 

I have not seen t~e repore yet. because the ins~ection has just 

been completed - generally speaking I believe: the homes are in 

pretty good shape. But wherever there were any electrical. 

deficiencies, those have peen taken care of on the spot and 

if they have not been taken care of on the spot' the inspectors 
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MR. COLLINS: will be going back to check within a week or 

a few days to insure that all the necessary work has been done. 

The fire inspections were performed under the auspices of the 

Provincial Fire Commissioner and the Newfoundland Hydro inspectors 

carried out the actual work be·cause of· the-re· expertise in that 

field. 

I might also say,Mr. Chairman, that the new regulations have 

been brought in and gazetted and are now in place, which 

requires security personnel in the homes, all of the homes with 

five guests or more, and that is about ninety-nine per cent 

of the boarding homes,and I might also say, Mr. Chairman, that 

the direct cost of that particular endeavor to the government 

will be in the order of $900,000 or $1 million. While we 

require the owners of the boarding houses to take the security 

people on, naturally somebody has got to pay for it, and the 

cost ~vhich will be reflected in the monthly subsidies which 

we provide, the monthly guest subsidies will amount to somewhere 

between $900,000 and $1 million. So these are two very significant 

moves which have been made to try and insure that we do not have 

a re-occurrence of that type of tragedy again. 

The han. member for Windsor-Buchans also made reference to the 

dangers to the health caused by smoking and alcohol consumption 

etc. , and I must agree that these are very important matters 

receiving a lot of attention, not only by the Department of 

Rehabilitation- which does have responsibility for alcohol at 

the Alcohol and Drug Foundation, the Alcohol and Drug Foundation

but it is receiving the attention of the Federal Government also. 

And I might say we are looking forward to the Federal Government 

now and I believe that \ve can look to them with some confidence 

this time, that they will since they have removed themselves from 

the general health field by withdrawing from the RIDS agreement, 

the Health Insurance and Diagnostic Services act agreement and 
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MR. COLLINS: Medicare agreement. We hope now that they will 

channel some additional funds and some of their energies, more 

of their energies into assisting the Provinces in finding ways 

and means of combating what is a very real health problem. 

I like to consider the problem of alcohol, the use of alcohol 

and smoking and others as among the lifestyle problems which 

we find we have today. And both my Depa~t:nent of Health and 

the Department of Rehabilation, whether we have to do it alone 

or not remains to be seen, if we do we 'lvill, but · we would hope 

for a lot of co-operation from the Federal Government and 

through educational programmes,which is about the only way we 

can nope to achieve what TN'e are seeking 
1 

through educational 

programmes try and sensitize the people of Newfoundland to the 

very real dangers which smoking and alcohol and drug abuse 

presents. 

I do not think the problem is as serious with our young people 

as the han. member seems to indicate. Granted there are some young 

people who -may be" smo-king at too early an age and some young people 

who do consume some alcbhol and drugs'~but I believe that relatively 

speaking that the young Newfoundlanders can certainly measure up 

with the people across the rest of Canada. And I do not believe 

their problem is as bad as some_times a lot of no<>onle think with 

regard to our young people,but it is a problem of course at all 

ages. 

The han. member - I got another note here about the Chafe's 

Home fire. The hon. member is aware of the fact of course that 

there is a judicial enquiry in place. That was delayed for some 

time because Judge Morgan,who had agreed to serve,became ill and 

a replacement had to be found. I believe it is Judge Gushue .··=----

-------- -- --- ---
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Mr. H. Collins: 

my colleague, th~_ Ministe·r. . of Justice,would know~ I think it is Judge 

Gushue who is doing that work for us now, and we are looking forward 

to that. And I might say that Judge Gushue will be looking at all 

of the private boarding homes,as well as the homes which are 

operated by the Department of Rehabilitation. 

The bon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) he agreed, 

I think, with out approach,as I said earlier, witp the approach which 

we are taking in Exon House. I am· happy to hear him say that because 

he did have something to do with it years ago, and I am~ sure that 

he is pleased to know that we are carrying on the same programmes. 

Several hon. members made reference to the need for 

additional facilities for senior citizens. I am not sure that bon. 

members took note of the figures which I used this morning, which shows 

that this year the cost to the Province of operating senior citizens 

homes or nursing care homes~whatever . term you might use , or both 

of them, the cost this year to the Province will be $16 million as 

opposed to $10 million last year. I think that everybody will agree 

that that is an enormous increase, and the increase, of course, is 

brought about by the fact that a great number of new homes,mainly 

what we refer to as inter-faith homes,have come on stream in Newfoundland, 

and these are very, very expensive, of course, to operate. 

I might indicate to hon. members too that - it is 

the total cost of operating the homes. 

AN RON. MEMBER: (InaucfibleT . 

MR. H. COLLINS: The cost, Mr. Chairman, varies in those homes from-

some of the boarding homes which I referred tc earlier the cost per guest 

per mouth varies from around $330 per month to somewhere in the order 

of $600 per month. In the case of some of the In£er-faith homes, especially 

some o~ the newer ones coming on,the costs are g~eater than that, and 

sometimes as much as $700, $800, and $900. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 
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In the case of Exon House 

(Inaudible) • 

PK- 2 

Yes • In the case of Exon House I do not have 

the exact figure but that figure is up around, I believe-_ it is -

I will get the figure in a moment because my deputy minister is . 

outside, But in the case again of the sixty beds which we have opened 

in the old Western Memorial Hospital,which is a nursing care home, 

extensive care, the cost there is about $2,400 per month per person, 

and of course that is almost similar to a hospital. 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) • 

MR. COLLINS: Well, no. This will be pretty much the true cost, and 

the cost for the beds. which we will be taking over at the Waterford 

Hospital when it is completed will be in the order again of $2,400 or 

$2,500 a month. So you see, Mr. Chairman, the cost is ever increasing. 

It is generally agreed across Canada that a satisfactory 

number of beds per population is around one per thousand, I do not 

know who arrived at that particular figure, if that is something which 

is realistic or not, I suspect it is, because many of the provinces 

have had a lot of experience in that field- And we have s~rpassed that 

now; the last figure I saw,which was about a couple of weeks ago,shovs 

that we have about one bed for every 980 people in the Province. So in 

that particular area in terms of beds per population we have surpassed 

what, not necessarily the national average, but certainly what can be 

referred to as the national objective. 

There are many t-,pes of care, Mr. Chairman, which 

we are looking at, and it is going to take some time to be able 

to rationalize our approach, but there are a lot of people who require 

very extensive care 
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MR. ,COLLINS: after receiving surgery in a hospital ~ We - must-try 

- - - ·- --- -
and get them away from the acut~ care _~ospital bed,which is most 

expensive of course to operate,and get them into nursing homes 

whereby they can be given ·the PX:~per nursing care. There is a 

lot of other - and be cured and sent back to their homes. 

MR. NEARY: Is that,by the way~a bit of a pilot project, an 

experiment in rehabilitation? 

MR. COLLINS: More or less an experiment in geriatrics -

MR. NEARY: And rehabilitation of the -

MR. COLLINS: And Dr. Gus Rowe has done a considerable amount of 

work out there. 

MR. NEARY: Is he not carrying out this pilot project? For instance 

If the minister will allow me· ?- For instance.people who have strokes 

and that sort of thing and are paraly-sed teach them how to walk again 

and try to rehabilitate them, is that the kind of a pilot project 

that is being carried on there in Corner Brook? 

MR. COLLINS: Yes, Mr. ~airman~that is right. But what I was 

leading up to is that there is varying types of care which are 

needed. For instance,there are some people like we have at the 

Hayles Home for instance, a lot of those people might never be 

able to be cured and sent back home. They might be there for years 

and years. There are other people who require certain types of 

care by ~ n~rsi or-a nursi n g aide who can do a lot of work themselves 

and so on. So these are the things which we are looking at to try 

and reach a position whereby we can better utilize the beds which 

we now have. There has not been adequate control in that particular 

area. We know that there a~e -going to be some problems in bringing 

about some of the changes which we have in mind,but the changes I 

am sure are worthwhile for two reasons~ Number one,because of the 

cost we want to get maximum utilization;and number rwo,we want to 

provide the best possible care for the people who will require it. 

I have a note which was just handed to me. 

The cost per guest per month at Exon House is $1500 which again, 

of course, is a substantial amount. 

JM - - 1 
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MR. NEARY: What is the cost per month for a bedridden patient 

at Hoyles Home:? Can the minister get one of his officials to pass 

him that figure? 

MR. COLLINS: Yes, it is somewhere around $2000 I am pretty sure. 

MR. NEARY: Bedridden as compared to ambulatory? 

MR. COLLINS: Yes, the official will send that in now in a moment. 

MR. NEARY: You will get the shock of your life,I think.- It is 

up around $1200 for bedridden. 

JM- 2 

MR. COLLINS: Mr. · Chairma~,that just about covers,! think,the questions 

which were directed to me earlier today. And if hon. members now have 

some further comments I will be happy to listen to them. 

MR:--CHAIRMANi The member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Chairman, I am rather glad to have the opportunity 

to say a few comments on this particular department. I believe that 

this department's assignment represents one of the most monumental 

challenges in government. It is not a department with a lot of 

money but then again I do not believe that the kind of mandate this 

department has requires money nearly as much as it requires an 

understanding of the situation that is being dealt with. I would 

like at the outset just to say that I am rather pleased that the 

deputy minister of this department at the time is Mr. Pike,whom ;we 

all know is a first-rate educator and even more important is a 

person with very deep concern for people's welfare. I think we are 

fortunate to have that kind of a person in a position of leadership 

within government. 

Mr. Chairman, I want in the first instance to 

zero in on an aspect of the estimates having to do with rehabilitation. 

I ~ doing this for a very particular 

• . ---~.r-~ .. -- -



----------~--- ------~------- - - -·· ____ ....._ _____ _ 

May 5, 1977 Tape 2256 (Night) PK- 1 

Mr. Simmons: reason, not to raise a lot of questions to the 

minister, but to draw the Committee's attention, perhaps the 

public's attention,to a very major effort in rehabilitation which 

is going on in the Province, and an effort in which the government 

is fairly heavily financially involved. And I refer to the rehabilitation 

efforts of the Salvation Army. 

I think it is appropriate that I draw attention to it 

tonight in that earlier today in Landor or near London, England another 

Canadian, the second Canadian in succession indeed, was elected as 

the General of the Salvation Army. The new General is Arnold Brown. 

He succeeds a native Newfoundlander~General Clarence Wisemen,who 

retires very shortly. So it is at least appropriate that we are 

mentioning these matters tonight. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Is General Brown a Newfoundland? 

MR. SIMMONS: No,the new General is not a Newfoundlander, he is 

a Canadian, and he is currently the head of the Salvation A~y in 

Canada. 

I suppose it might be appropriate tomorrow when we are 

on routine business to consider sending the appropriate telegram to 

these. gentlemen, certainly the out-going General, General Wisemen, 

who as I -

MR. PECKFORD: Would the han. member permit? 

MR. SIMHONS: Sure. 

MR.. , PECKFORD: General Wiseman is a Newfoundlander. 

MR. SIMMONS: He is from Morton's Harbour. Yes, General Wisemen 

is from Morton's Harbour, and will be stepping down, I suppose, sometime 

in the next little while, a month, or two months or three months. 

It is also appropriate that I raise the subject tonight 

because May is Red Shield Month for the Salvation Army, the period 

during which they launch their one big financial drive of the year. 

And I would like, in particular, to draw attention to that campaign 

which gets underway, I believe, in the next week or so, a week from 

Monday coming. It is a National effort. And we here in the 

Province have reason to be part of it, we get a fair amount from the 
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Mr. Simmons: 

Salvation Army services here in the Province. 

I would draw the Committee's attention then, in particular, 
-

to the vote under 907-05, the Salvation Army Treatment Centre. _;rn, ____ .. 

the last fiscal year the government requested of the House $80,000, 

and that amount was subsequently voted. And this year I am happy 

to note that a similar amount is being requested, and I am sure 

will be voted. Like every subhead in these estimates there is need 

for more. I do not know, I have no idea whether the Salvation Army 

has made application for more. I am familiar with the work that 

is being done at the Treatment Centre, otherwise known as the 

Harbour Light Centre on Springdale Street. And I would just like 

to highlight it for a moment. The Harbour Light Centre- the Harbour 

Light being a term that the Salvation Army uses across the country 

for such treatment centres, treatment centres for alcoholics - the 

Harbour Light Centre on Springdale Street has a staff of eight people . 

and accommodates twenty-three men at any given time. And I want 

you to note the ratios, a staff of eight for twenty-three is one 

of the lower ratios, if you like, one of the lower-staffed requirements 

of any such institution. Indeed, I believe I heard the minister 

say that in the case, for ex~ple,of Exon House~which at all does not 

compare, I realize, but just by way of a comparsion, the staff is 

almost one to one. Here it is about one to three. So it is a fairly 

limited staff layout, Mr. Chairman. They appear to be doing an 

adequate job. 

And let me tell you something of that job. I understand 

that since the centre opened a couple of years ago~the treatment centre, 

the Harbour Light Centre - Mr. Chairman, there is quite a hum here, 

you know, Mr. Chairman, it is very distracting. I must say it is 

awfully distracting. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! I believe some of the noise is 

emanating from outside of the Chamber, so ~erhaps I could ask the 

Sergeant-at-Arms if he would ask any me~ers and others outside to 

keep the noise to a minimum. 

The hen. member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir. 
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MR. SIMMONS: Since the centre opened again with aid from the 

treasury, from the government, from this House,. 
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MR. SIMMONS : opened a couple of' years- ago -- I understand the 

success of the programme has been relatively high. Indeed,in 

the first year of operation the percentage of success - if 

I might term it such-is about fifty-seven per cent. Now I 

understand th~ way they arrive at these percentages or this 

percentage is to determine who among the men who went to this 

center do not go back on the bottle over an extended period 

of time. They are rehabilitated in the full sense of the 

term. They are given a three month period within the home, 

they live in twenty-four hours a day and they are eventuallyL 

in most cases,placed in jobs. And they are certainly, at_ the __ 

very least,placed in home situations, _ _ either in boarding 

accomodations or - they are not just sent back on the ninty

first day, back on the street,• They are given some transition 

into a home situation, a boarding home situation and usually 

into a job situation. 

And they have gone back and they have checked on the men 

~v-ho have gone through the center in the first year, and they 

find that fifty-seven ?er cent of them are still completely 

away from alcohol ~d indeed are adjusting to a very meaningful 

lifestyle. Now that figure is relevant only i£ I give it to 

you in a comparison again. And I understand that that compares 

very well with the Harbour Light Center in Toronto.which has 

been in operation for a number of years, and albeit whi ch has 

a different set of problems than we face here because of the 

larger urban contacts then they have a larger number of hard 

core alcoholics. But the percentage is significant. 

Here it is fifty-seven per cent, and the center in Toronto is 

thirty-five per cent. Thirty -five per cent. 

SOME RON. HEHBERS : Why? 

MR. SI11MONS: I really do not know. Perhaps the minister -



May 5 ~1977 Tape 2257 AH-2 

MR. HICIQ1AN: Talk to Captain Snook about it. It is a totally different 

typ~_of individual,! think, goes into it. An alcoholic treatment 

center is generally part of a hospital, almost a ward. 

MR. SIMMONS: 

~fR. HICKMA.l.'l: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. Sll1MONS: 

Yes, yes. 

A very.high percentage of medical staff. 

In the alcoholic treatment center? 

Yes. 

I would like to hear -

I am not sure myself but I talked to my friend, 

Captain Snook,and he tells me that their unit is quite - you 

knm.,, is designed - if a person needs medical treatment they send 

them somewhere else • 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. SIMMONS: 

$. HICKMAN: 

H~.. STI"1·!0NS : 

. Send them to -

Generally to \.J'aterford. 

This is not to be construed as an alcoholic 

treatment center in that context at all. 

~. HICR}I'.AN : No . 

Mr-.. SH1MONS : They have no medical staff at all and they 

refer people who require medical attention. The success rate in 

the first year was fifty-seven per cent and in the second year 

it was fifty-four per cent. So relatively speaki~g they are 

holding their o,;vn and I think they need to be commended. I am 

sure the minister over the period has seen to it that this 

organization is being commended, is being told that the House 

and the government appreciate its efforts which I believe are 

admirable. I believe the money is well invested in that sense 

of the term. 

Now, I began to say earlier that I felt there is a need for 

more money,and this is not raised as a criticism of the minister's 

department at all but as a pointer, I hope, as a flag, so that 

perhaps if not this vear certainly in the succeeding year, in the 
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MR. STI1MONS: · next year there might be consideration given . 

to an additional amount in t~is vote. Because the Salvation Army 

has another need here which would augment the kind of service 

that they can provide with the present center. There is need 

for an extended care unit, an extended care home. 

I am not talking again about a great highfalutin facility 

that would cost millions of dollars. There is need for what 

is know in reference to people coming out of prison as a 

halfway house, a transition house. I advise against using 

that term,particularly in view of the experience in the past 

few months trying to get acceptance for a halft,J'ay house in 

the city. Perhaps they ought to be using another term but 

whatever the term there is need here now for an extended care 

home and I cannot think of a better organization to do it than 

the Salvation Army. An extended care home tvhich would take 

some of the men after the ninty day period and put them into 

a transition type environment. I do not know how many you are talking 

about I think you are talking of a group of twenty-three 

in any given period. You are probably talking five or six people. 

And that is not to suggest that the home would only have five 

or six people in it. Because this extended care home would 

be for a longer period, 
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~-· SI:MT'.fONS: the guy would be in the Springdale Street- Home 
I 

for just 90 days. But he cvould be in the extended care hot"e for 

as much as six to eight months. I understand that there is a 

very real need in a percentage of the cases, in about tvrenty per 

cent or so of the cases,there is a need for a~ additional period 

of adjustment. There is need for a prolonged period of care, 

as I say, perhaps as much as six to eight months, in the aase 

of probably tvTenty,or fifteen to twenty per cent of these fello,;,rs. 

So. -I just draw to the minister's attention the 

need for such an extended care ho'l""e and whether or not the 

Salvation Army is the agency that is asked to administer such a 

horne or to speanhead the drive for a home is another cruestion. I 

just-po'int out to them that it ~mu1c1 be a good marriage. It ~·muld 

be a good combination to ha~re the one agency, the Salvation Army~ 

on the one hand operating as it is doing so well the Harhour 

Light Centre on Springdale Street and then in c oncert with that 

operating an extended care home for some of the same fell'l1l".l!s who 

come out of that centre and then go into the extended care horne 

before going back in society at large. 

I had a chat with the administrative of this 

centre, Capt. Don Snook,just this afternoon and I was interested 

to learn that very few --of the enquiries the home gets are from womer. 

Now it is understoo~ of course that this js a home for roen. 

Perhaps that is one of the reasons r,rhy the num~er of enauiries 

is lo~.r. 

(inaudible) 

It: is not - no, it is strictly for ro_en. But I ,,ras 

interested to find rN"hether there -.ras much of a need for such a 

centre for women. r.apt. Snook told I!1e there cvere very fe.'!ir 

enquiries. There ~s sucP a centre in Toronto operated by the 

Salvation P..rmy called the nHo1!'_estead' 1 for wol'!'en. '!'his home here 

can and does refer people to that home except t~cat,as I said, 

according to Capt. Snook the numbers of enauiries have been very, 

very low. 
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MR.SIMMONS: In getting into this brief discussion of the 

Salvation A!'!!'y 1 s role in rehabilitation I !':lade no bones about 

my reason for raising it. Three reasons, two or three reasons~ 

One is that I believe there is a need for additional facilities, 

as I just outlined,for the extended care functjon as it relates 

to rehabilitated aJcoholics. I mention also the appropriateness 

of the time because it is Red Shield Month, and I ~.rould impress 

upon the Committee and upon the public the i~portance of 

s1.,1pporting this particular endeavour, the annual Ped Shield 

Campati.gn of the Salvation Army. ~lembers will have received 

this publication entitled "~·Jho Needs Ie' which ~·laS put out in 

the last couple of v7eeks as a supplement to the Canarlian !'-'agazine 

which appears in a number of Canadian newspapers .:>.!though not here 

in Ne~·:foundland. 

f,nd that supplement sums up extrel"ely T,7ell the 

breadth,the scope of the programrne .heing offered to various types 

of people across the country, the poor, the neet'y,the aJ"corolic 

the homeless. I T.Voulr1. recomreend it to members if they get an 

opportunity; if they have it sitting on their desks and ha~re 

not read it it is an excellent summation of the kinrl of worl<:. 

that the Army has been doing and continues to do • 

I was particularly struck by the statements in 

this as they apply to poverty in Canada. One statement in this 

particular document says; "'!)espite gmrernment efforts to redistribute 

wealth more eauitably, the fa.mily income of the poorest 2.0 per 

cent of Gan;:;:dians fell by 7 per cent between 1969 and 1974. n I 

think it is a fairly staggering statistic that the poorest fifth 

of our people her e in Canada are actually getting p'OCrer in real 

terms, thus lending additional credibility ' to the old dictum 

that the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. 

Let me say it to you one other way. This document 

also points out that the poorest 20 per cent of Canadians, the 

poorest 20 per cent ,share 4 per cent of ranada 1 s ~Teal th, Canada 1 s 

- ----- -
income, 4 per cent. Th~ poorest. 
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MR. SIMMONS: 

twenty per cent share four per cent of the income. The wealtiest 

twenty per cent share forty-two per cent of Canada's income. These, 

again,as I say, are staggering statistics and point to the,need for 

all kinds of programmes, both public and private, all kinds of 

endeavours which would attempt to share the burden more equally. 

MR. MURPHY: That twenty per cent, would that mean who are earning 

income or would it include all, you know, pensioners and this type 

of thing, I wonder. Does it state there -I was just wondering if 

it is the twenty per cent of the working force, you know, rather than 

eighteen widows and old age pensioners. I am just wondering. 

MR.. SIMMONS : Yes. Now the expression 'family income' is there. So 

I would interpret that, and again I have not read it all through, I 

would interpret that to mean that of the total population, rather than 

of the work force, or of those employed. The statements reads, "Despite 

government efforts to distribute wealth more equitably the family income of the 

poorest twenty per cent of Canadians fell by seven per cent during the five 

year period." Again it is not for me to paraphrase this document 

but I would refer it to members because I think it is tvell worth 

reading. Before sitting down just let me make two other points very 

quickly. 

I want to endorse all of the things that my colleague from Burin

Placentia West(Mr. Canning) had to say today about facilities for the 

senior citizen. I listened rather carefully to the minister during his 

comments tonight, and I did not hear him particularly make reference to 

some points that were made initially by my friend from Burin-Placentia 

West(Mr. Canning) .• And a point which I would like to just reiterate for 

a moment because I would like to hear the minister's reaction at some 

point during the debate on the estimates~ and that is the need for, 

for the want of a better term, localized facilities for senior citizens, 

a departure from the skyscraper hotel syndrome, that everything has got 
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MR.. S L'1MONS : 

to be as big as the Royles Rome to be functional, 

I believe Doctor Gus Rowe, the former Minister of Health, had some 

very pertinent things to say on this subject quite recently. In the 

last month or so I saw something in the press on it, --· ~n.<! _ I found myself 

very much attracted to the ideas that he was espousing, that there is 

a recognition, there ought to be a greater recognition that old people 

are not by definition cripped people, useless people, blind people or 

dependent people. My own father is seventy-three years of age, and _ 

I do not know of a more active or more healthy person at that age than 

my own father. That is just one example. I am sure many of us can 

either, either poi~ting to our fathers or our mothers or our aunts or 

our uncles or older people in the tmmediate family circle, can point to 

large numbers of people who have no particular need for institutional 

care, have no particular attraction to it and indeed would be destroyed 

by it. That is the tradegy of what is happening in many of the homes. 

I can think of a lady from Springdale where I spent a number of years 

and were · my friend from Green Bay in his seat, he would know the lady 

I am talking about, a lady who in the East end of Springdale for a 

number of years - and I would guess she is about eighty or eighty-two 

years of age today, a widow for a number of years, a loner in some 

respects, a do-gooder in our term, a very effective do-gooder and 

for a number of years she was almost the de facto leader of the East 

end of the community. And then came this Carmelite hotel home in 

Grand Falls. And somebody got the bright idea that that would be a 

nice place for her. Well she is there, about one day a week. She is 

so fitfully there . And now she is trying to lead her flock from a 

distance of sixty or sixty-five miles. And she still continues to 

be the niucleus of a large group of people in terms of social functions, 

seeing that the sick are visited, seeing that the lonely are looked after 
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MR. SIMMONS":.: 

·and that kind of thing. She now orchestrates it from a distance of 

sixty or sixty-five miles. But the mistake was in arrailging to 

have her in that home in Grand Falls ,in that particular case. She 

should Still be doWc. physically with the: mucleus that she cantinues ·---·---

to be'lspiritually, the 'Pltlcle~ of that group of people. That is 

just one example and I am sure there are many, many others that 

couJ.d be quoted. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon member's time has elapsed. 
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MR.. SrnMONS : If I could just have a sentance to clue up,I would. 

Anyway I want the minister at some point to respond to what I think 

is a need for more localized facilities, and Dr. Rowe, Dr. Gus Rowe 

in particular made the case for day facilities as opjiosed to round 

the clock facilities. I do not think there is any need to 

elaborate because the minister indicates that he is quite familiar 

with the concept. 

And the other point I just want to make in a 

sentance, Mr. Chairman, is the need which continues to exist and 

about which very little is being done, if anything, the need for 

facilities, institutional facilities,combined live-in, dormitory 

educational facilities. I made some reference last year to this 

in the estimates debate. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN (YOUNG) : Order please! The han. member's time is 

just about up. 

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, I am about to clue up. 

MR.. CHAIID-f.AN (YOUNG) : I am sorry. Proceed. 

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, well I was just about to clue up. I made some 

reference last year and the minister may recall something of the 

need for institutional~education facilities for the physical 

handicapped. I am not talking about the blind or the deaf. I 

think we look after these fairly well,but the other categories 

of people many of whom had never been to school,or get to school 

fairly spasmodically because of the lack of facilities at the local 

level. I am not suggesting that they all be dragged into St. John's 

but I did suggest last year that we might be looking at four or 

five centers in the Province where these could be taken care of 

aid in relation to perhaps a high school facility, somewhere where 

they would be physically near that facility, perhaps connected by 

a corridor or a surface tunnel, that kind of thing. 

These are some of my thoughts, Mr. Chairman, 

and perhaps we will get a chance to get back to it later. Thank you, 
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MR. CHAIRMAN (YOUNG) : The hon. member for Naskaupi. 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Chairman, in addressing the Department of 

Rehabilitation and Recreation~ _estimates, j~t a couple of bri~f.comments on 

both aspects~~-Ehat department. I stand with mixed fealings in 

some ways because,realizing the financial state of the Province 

and being strapped for money~I almost feel guilty when I stand 

and say that we in Labrador need a senior citizensl facility and 

we need a few other things,but I will say them anyway. As a matter 

of fact,I think in beginning perhaps I should compliment, if you 

will, the administration on the co-operation that has transpired 

in the last nine, ten months in terms of finally giving a commitment 

in that a senior citizens' home would be established in the Happy Valley

Goose Bay area of Labrador to serve Labrador as a region. Just in 

terms of a little bit of background,there was an awful lot of 

controversy that I am sure most members of the House are familiar 

with by now through the presentation of petitions and so on when 

the medical facilities moved from the Paddon building in Happy Valley 

to the Melville Hospital. The senior citizens and some other groups 

in the area made representation to me,and through me to the 

Provincial Governm.ent,for the use of the building as a senior citizens' 

facility and in following meetings and letters and so on. There was 

quite a lot of hard feelings there on the part of people in the 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay area and other parts of Labrador when it was 

intimated that the building would perhaps be used as an office 

building, a regional office building or whatever. 

But a recent meeting three, four weeks ago in 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay of senior citizens from the area, a number of 

interest groups from the area and representatives of this particular 

department and myself attended and discussed the matter for a rather 

lengthy period and I understand - I do not understand, I know there 

was an agreement after that meeting that the people in the Happy Valley

Goose Bay area agreed or gave consent,if you will, to the government 
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MR. GOUDIE: move to convert the old Paddon Memorial Hospital into 

an office bQ.ilding. -~~~a commitment was provided by the minister 

a little after that in the Rouse that government would sponsor,if 

you will, the construction of a new senior citizens facility for 

the area. And it is not just for the Happy Valley-Goose Bay area 

of Labrador,! am· told,and I think it should serve Labrador as a 

region - both the member from Eagle River r s district, Menihek., and I 

suppose to a degree the district represented by the Leader of the 

Opposition,altho~h I would think that the Straits of Belle Isle · 
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MR. GOUDIE: area being so close to St. Anthony the home there 

will probably service that part of Labrador. 

But in any event.,I just wanted to express 
- - - - - - -- - - -

my appreciation,and I think the appreciation of the people in 

my district in Labrador.for the commitment from the 

minister recently that this would go ahead. And the only other 

thing that had _to happen,I understand,was to find an 

inter-faith group,I believe is~ popular term, to sponsor 

the construction of this facility and after reading the 

newsp~per this morning I understand that has been done. The 

Ministerial Association of P~ppy Valley in the district have 

agreed to sponsor that and I understand they are now working 

with Central Mortgage and Housing to make sure that work 

on the home w~ll be begin as quickly as possible. 

I think something else should be pointed 

out when thinking of a senior citizens' h.~~lity · -. in general.. 

And there is one gentleman I know here in a facility 

in St. John's,I believe from Eagle River district, or from 

the member's district. I do not know the man's name but it 

just illustrates I think a problem that exists ~vhen you bring 

an Inuit or an Indian person into a facility like that. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Does he speak no English? 

~fR. GOUDIE : No. But that is the point I was leading up 

to. This older gentleman is in a facility where no Inuktitut 

is spoken. There is a communications problem. The man was 

there for a number of weeks trying to communicate the message 

that he -v;anted a toothbrush and a couple of other little things 

for his personal hygiene~and until the staff of that facility 

-were --able to find someone in the city of St. John's itself to 

interpret for them, they were not able to understand what 

the man wanted;And a simple request like that I think illustrates 

the problem that exists when there are at least three languages~ 

in the Province, Indian, Inuktitut and English~and I do not know 
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MR. GOUDIE: how many more but at least there are three. So 

I can see a senior citizens' facility being constructed in 

Labrador as overcoming that type of problem particularly. If 

government will bear in mind when the staff is being hired for 

such a facility that these language problems do exist,and since 

we are talking about a senior citizens' facility it is 

the older people of Labrador, the Indian and the Inuit who 

are not all that fluent in English and they are the people 

who have the communications problems. So I think when 

staffing such ·a facility when it is completed that should be 

considered by this particular department. 

And there is another problem in Labrador 

as well when you think in terms of care for handicapped peo~le. 

I visited the hospital in Northwest River during the Christmas 

break,as a matter of fact to see a little thirteen year old girl 

from the Coast who has a mental handic~ Aail. the parents tried 

for ten years to care for her although because of the area in which 

they lived the parents had to be out hunting, fishing and getting 

wood and ~vater and so on,so she was not receiving the extent 

of supervision that she should have. Sothey requested that the 

Grenfell ~tission take her into the hospital in Northwest River 

to provide 'ivhat care they could and she is now what, thirteen· years 

of age. She is mobile in terms of physical movement,if you will. 

But there is one person on the staff of the hospital to provide 

care for that little girl and when the little girl has to be 

practically supervised for about eighteen hours a day, waking hours, 

it becomes a bit of a problem when you consider that that person 

has taken care of the little girl for the last three years in 

that facility. 

I know that the appropriate facility on the 

Island part of the Province has been - not over booked but it is 

fully occupied right now. I have written the minister on this 
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~. GOUDIE : particular case. I do not know if I can suggest 

an alternative or not. ~~ may sound as if I am talking about 

catching fish or something but perhaps a quota system could 

be set up when talking about facilities for the care of -

handicapped people , particularly children. 

People with this problem have been 

brought down to the , Island part of the PTovince for adequate 

care and perhaps if the requirement exists then three or four 

or five beds 

NM - 3 
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MR. GOUDIE: or whatever, could be made 

available when thinking of Labrador as a region so 

that some of these people up there could be brought 

down for the type of care they require. 

The only other thing I wanted 

to comment on was referred to briefly by the minister 

in his remarks, and that was the Recreation Conference 

which was sponsored and paid for by the provincial 

government recently in Happy Valley - Goose Bay, 

which brought together recreation representatives 

from all parts of Labrador, the Coastal section, the 

Central section and the Western section. Unfortunately 

I was unable to attend most of the conference with 

the exception of about an hour or an hour and-a-half. 

But I have asked the staff of that particular department 

to provide minutes and resolutions and so on, so that 

I can be made aware that way of what transpired. 

I think the idea of the conference 

was to,first of all, gain a firsthand knowledge, if you 

will, of some of the problems being encountered by 

recreational groups in Labrador in terms of exchange 

visits between the two parts of the Province, in terms 

of competitions in other parts of Canada, sometimes. 

The discussion, I think, dealt vri th the Arctic Games and 

the Summer Games coming up and that sort of thing. 

But I think one of the glaring things during the 

conference which came out was the need for some type of 

co-ordination of sports activity in Labrador itself 

as a region. Not because we want to be considered a 

separate region for the sake of being a separate region, 

but it is a separate region. Having such long Winters, 

cold Winters, the Winter Games are ideally suited in 

that way to our part of the Province. 

Just perhaps to illustrate, I 

think the member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) may 
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MR. GOUDIE: very well confirm that up until 

a couple of years ago the Community of Makkovik 

started its soccer season in January. They did not 

have a soccer pitch. All of the people were fishing 

in the Summertime~including the young people. 

MR. STRACHAN: It is still the same. 

MR. GOUDIE: It is still the same. The only 

time to start playing soccer was when the Bay froze 

up and some of the snow smoothed down and the boys 

would get playing their soccer in January. They 

would travel by snomobile from that community to other 

communities and they would invite other communities to 

come in -

MR. STRACHAN: 

MR. GOUDIE: 

They would be a whole week at it. 

That is right, yes - and take 

part in that sort of thing. 

So I think there is a need for 

co-ordination or perhaps more funding. I realize that 

that again - when we are strapped for money in this 

Province it is almost unreasonable, I suppose, to ask 

for more money. Perhaps we could begin with 

co-ordination and the appointment, I would hope, of a 

recreational director for Labrador to help co-ordinate 

the requests of the various groups. The school groups, 

the elementary school groups, the high school groups, 

the other hockey, softball leagues, lacrosse and all 

of the various sports, when making their applications 

to government, all of them make individual applications. 

Perhaps with the apointment of a recreational director~ 

or whatever the title that- person would have, may 

help resolve some of these problems the groups have 

in terms of tapping into programmes within the provincial 

structure, and tapping into, not just the programmes from 

a monetary point of view, but from an information point 

of view as well. 
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MR. GOUDIE: I think we have some excellent 

athletes in Labrador and that is going to become more 

evident when there is a little more co-ordination 

within that whole recreation structure. 

That is all I wanted to say, 

Mr. Chairman, to thank the minister and government in 

general, I suppose, for sponsoring the construction -

the upcoming construction of a senior citizen's 

facility for Labrador as a region, and for the work -

MR. DOODY: 

MR. GOUDIE: 

Thanking the government in anticipation. 

In anticipation, yes. As I 

mentioned, I do not know if the hon. member was in the 

room, but the Ministerial Association in the district -

Al.'ii HON. MEMBER : 

the commitment. 

MR. GOUDIE: 

You have to thank the minister for 

Yes, for the commitment - but 

the Ministerial Association,if the member read The 

Dailv News today, has agreed to sponsor th~ so they 

have begun work with the Central Hortgage and Housing 

Corporation now. 

!.ffi.. NEARY: With C.M.H.C? 

HR. GOUDIE: Yes, that is right. So I just 

wanted to mention that in passing. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. the member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: On following up the comments of 

the member for Naskaupie (Mr. Goudie) , 
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Mr. Strachan. 

a co<!ple of points here on recreation that I ~vould like to bring up. 

I give the minister here some benefit of the doubt. P~d . a 

recent conference ~•hich his staff attended in Labrador brought 

to the forefront a number of the problems facin~ the department 

in Labrador in the area of recreation. In the district that 

I represent~and being very interested in a great deal of sports 

and recreation, 'toTe have in the r,rhole district virtually r.o facilities 

~·:hatsoever. In fact'> the only facilities are in the school, and I often 

think that there is a great deal wrong "tvith an educational system 

which locks up a school 2t four o'clock in the afternoon, closes it 

up for the weekend, and only opens it ~-fonday at nine o'clock, especially 

in Small communities, isolated communities in which there are no 

other facilities available. 

But in the area there is very little money available 

and very little incentive to the young people there to try to 

become encouraged in trying to pursue their sports. Like the 

"!'1.ember for Naskaupi (}'r. Goudie) says, r,fuen you play soccer thirty 

and forty below· - and I have often played soccer at the time. \'Te 

play it on the sea ice in which we clean off a patch in the ice 

and play soccer. In fact the combination of the games, the soccer 

tournaments and so on,are ah1ays held at Easter tirr.e on the sea ice. 

You do not play soccer during the Summer generally. Again there 

is very little opportunity for hockey or ice hockey which many of 

the people are interested in. And as the communications become 

greater, people are hearing on radio and · now television in some 

communities - many communities still do not have television -

people are becoming much more interested in sports and, of course, 

-
do not have the kind of facilities that .they gave elsewhere. I agr~e 

there are many other areas in the Province and on the Island in 

isolated communities where the same thing occurs. But I think on the 

Labrador Coast this is a real extreme case. The people do not have any funds 
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whatsoever. It must be re~embered that to give a grant to a 

recreation committee - and many of the communities do have 

very active recreation committees struggling to try to get 

something going - to give a grant to a committee on the Labrador 

Coast.- and I will take the community which I live in, Nain -

to give them a grant of $3,000 or $4~000 for a year is absolutely 

nothing. It is pure tokenism. One game of soccer, for instance, 

in which I was involved in, in which the Nain foot~all team 

wished to play at Goose Bay and Lab. City, one game of soccer 

in ~-7hich they had t;o travel from Nain to Goose Bay alone can cost 

them $1,600 in travel alone- $1,600; to go from Nain to Goose 

Bay and back to Nain. That is as long as they have so~ accommodation 

in Goose Bay to live with friends. So you can see that two games in 

a year, and you have blown the best part of $4,000. There seems 

to be a mentality which still does not understand, regardless of 

what it is, and not only recreation but everything, that to travel 

in that part of this Province is· extremely and highly expensive. And 

given money or small grants and so on to these communities only 

allows them to participate in generally one game a year. P..nd, therefore, 

they do.not feel a part of the Province nor do they feel part of anything 

at all,nor a relationship with other parts of Labrador. 

They are very envious, of course, of Labracor City and 

Wabush in which the recreation department - or the recreation facility 

over there organized by IOC: -are very well ceveloped. There are 

football fields, sr.7imming pools and so on, and things like that 

that they can manage to get into, large gymnasiums in the schools and 

so on and well-organized curling groups and so on, ~.;ell-organized programmes. 

~mereas the coastal communities, isolated communities, Cartw~ight, for 

instance, Nain of 1,000 people, close to 1,000, right co~~ to the 

smaller ones of 100 people and so on, have no facilities tvhatsoever, 

and do not participate in any of the rest of the progra~es. So I think 
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~'r . Strachan . 

that it requires a whole overhaul of the programr.es that the 

recreation depart~ent does in Labrador. I think that the first 

thin~ is an understanding of the fact that it •.vill cost a considerable 

amount of mcney in travel only , and I think· that that has ~een made 

very at-Terre to the minister 1 s department in the recent JT:eetings in 

Goose 3ay . And ~as I say,I T·Till reserve j udg,ement on that and 

~ive him benefit of the coubt that hopefully then we can start o~f 

sorething r.Jl-tich ~o~i.ll bring to the forefront the f act that toJe do 

require these k ind of funds if we are to participate ~·;ithin this 

p . _rovJ.nce. 

Secondly, as ~1-te ~ember for ~askaupi (Yr. Goudie) 

said here, to7e tJere tremendously interested at one point in 

Arctic Game~. The .A.~ctic Games in the ~orth have been held 

right across the 
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Northwest Territories, and most of the Northern parts of the 

Provinces in Canada. The last lot of Games, I think, were held 

in Schefferville in Quebec, and in this Province here only a 

point in some observers, some observers to go to observe the 

Arctic Games, •ither we are a couple of participants in some 

things, but only observers to the Arctic Games held in Schefferville. 

There were four or five people from Labrador who went there, some of 

them travelled part of the way on their own funds. But we do have 

a Northern part to this Province, and I believe that they have skills 

and so on, especially shooting, various other skills,._ snowshoeing 

and so on which are all part of the Arctic Games in which people in 

this Province and Labrador want to partake of. And I think there 

should be some more emphasis - I think, at one time we could have 

participated in the Arctic Games or the Arctic Games could have been 

held within Labrador. 

But I think this whole thing of recreation was laid 

out very clearly to the minister's officials in Labrador two or 

three weeks ago, I believe, and I think that they have brought up 

this and I will give them the benefit of the doubt, but I would say 

that most definitely that means a whole reorganization, a whole 

sector ·of recreation in Labrador, some extra funds or the funding of 

funds to allow people to even just travel and participate and feel 

that they belong to part of the Province and that they can participate 

and compete against other parts of Labrador. 

The facilities within the communities are negligible. 

_There is virtually nothing there; you scarcely see ice to play hockey 

on, and you try to find a patch. clear of boulders to play, and a game 

of ball, and that is about all you have on the coast. The enthusasiam. 

is very high and it is~~arranted by, for instance, two weeks ago 

the people from Hopedale travelled by snowmobile, and I remember the 

member for Bay of Islands (Mr. Woodrow) standing up and indicating to 

the House here a trip which a number of people made by snowmobile 100 

miles or something like that, 120 miles in which people travelled in 
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Mr. Strachan: 

the West Coast of the Province -

AN RON. MEMBER: Burgee to St. George's. 

MR. STRACHAN: Burgee to St. George's, and we congratulated the 

people on this wonderful trip. Well the people from Hopedale travelling 

110 miles to Nain to play a game of football, they travelled on 

Friday night 110 miles, played a game of football on the sea ice on 

Saturday afternoon and travelled 110 miles back to Hopedale on 

Sunday to go to work again on Monday morning, a total of 220 miles 

or 230 miles all for a game of soccer on sea ice and snowmobiles. 

So you see that we are not talking a~out lack of enthusasiam or 

lack of anything in the people's part they are prepared to do these 

kind of things. I have travelled from Nain to Hopedale for a game 

of soccer and back~again the same weekend, and the Makkovi~ and 

Hopedale people travel constantly every third or fourth weekend 

eighty miles to play a game of soccer. So there is no lack in the 

people's enthusiasm. 

on the sea ice -

You do not travel at that time of the year 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. STRACHAN: Oh yes~Hopedale travels back and forth, and 

Makkovik travels to Hopedale, and Hopedale travels to Makkovik back 

and forth on snowmobiles because it is the cheapest way, To charter 

an aircraft would cost somewhere in the region of $600, and they 

do not have that kind of money~ And, of course, an aircraft, a bush 

plane will not hold the team, you cannot take a total team with you 

on an aircraft, on a bush plane. 

MR. NEARY: When they get stuck -

MR. STRACHAN: No,you haul your gas with you. Generally you 

load up your gas and your komatik,and you ha9! your gas with you. 

So we are resolved that the people are - they are enthusastic, they 

want to partake ·and participate in the sports, and it requires some 

encouragement. I realize it is a time in which funds are tight and 

money is not available, but I think-·that they do req~ire satisfaction 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

for this kind of enthusiasm. But I see some other areas with: facilities - . . 

_ ri~r being used to the utmost, and people who have maximum opportunity 

do not take that opportunity,then I think the people in isolated 

and rural communitie~ .who are _prepared to make the effort should 

be given the encourage~nt they require. And I make that case to the 

minister and hope that he will consider it, and I also hope that 

out of the recent meeting in Labrador something will develop. 

On the other hand, on the other part here of the 

department, following up again the member from Naskaupi (Mr.GOudle) who 

bought up the senior citizens home. I do not want to get into a 

discussion or a debate on the Paddon Memorial Hospital versus any other 

one. But I will say that there is a need within Labrador, the whole of 

Labrador,for a senior citizens• home. There are people,and the~e~ave 

been people in the past,who have been sent out of Labrador, and they 

always talk of going-·· ~in or out -of Labrador,and out the coast., 

who have been here in St. John's who have not 
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MR. STRACFUll~: ~po£~- any English and have therefore suffered 

a great deal. These people generally feel that they are sent out 

to die because in essence they never see- anyone, they never see 

friends or relatives from not only month to month but from year 

to year. So there is a need right along the coast as \vell 

'iS- in the-meiiibe-r's ow district for a senior citizens' home to 

be built somewhere in the central part and Happy Valley,of course, 

as we mentioned before,is the hub of it all and hopefully something 

will develop out of this. 

AN RON • t-!EflBER: 

~ffi.. STRACHAN: 

(Inaudible) 

Yes, I separated that all together I have 

comments on it here. But regardless of it,I think that many 

people feel that there should be more use made of Happy Valley 

and Goose Bay as a central point in Labrador and that goes for 

people right along the coast as well. If you have to travel 

to St. John's or travel elsewhera you almost always invariably 

pass through Happy Valley-Goose Bay.And I think that this comes 

to another point and maybe a contentious point, an argumentative 

point ,and maybe I ~o1ill gain no pats on the back for stating_ 

it,but I think that Happy Valley-Goose Bay is the center and as 

such it should be made the center now for most of the activities 

and most of the facilities the coastal people require as well 

as the central part of Labrador in ~askaupi district. 

Everything passes through Happy Valley-Goose Bay and I think it 

is to that end the Lake ~~lville Hospital should be encouraged 

to be the central hospital for Labrador. The days in 'vhi.ch 

people are sent to North lvest River - and I know the IGA will 

probably try and defend their position in North West River, if 

~orth West River should continue to be the hospital, but I 

totally disagree. Patients-and I know them myself and many of 

my friends, who are sent from the coast or come from the coast 

to hospital - ·are flown out by mission plane which picks us up, 
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MR. STRACH.AJ.\1: and we are sent to North West River and in a 

sense we are hospitalized in a small community in which it is 

very difficult for most of our friends to get down to see us. 

Our friends are very close in Happy Valley- Goose Bay, most 

people have relatives, very close relatives in Happy Valley 

Goose Bay and in many cases we land in Happy Valley - Goose Bay. 

And I think that the days of the IGA hospital, as it is in 

North West River,are over .Th.ereis no question in my mind nor has 

there been for a number of •years. I know that this will find 

no great sanction from IGA but most definitery the days are gone 

which we felt that North West River was the halfway house "lthat North 

West River was the place whe~e you sent people in order that 

they did not get this modern civilization.is totally over 

and patronizing. 

There has been extreme patronizing in this effect by the 

IGA in trying to hold on to an old-fashioned empire and I 

think that these days are over. 

HR. ROBERTS: Colonialism. 

MR. STRACHAN: Colonialism, absolutely, totally colonialism. 

And I should state that I have been attacked for this many times 

in the last seven years~and this is the first time publically 

that I have said soland I will make that quite clear. 

Thisold type of idea that you must keep native peoples and 

ignorant coastal peoples in a small North West River community 

is totally wrong~because immediately the people get out of 

North West River and the first place, -they head for is to their friends 

in Happy Valley -Goose Bay~ that is where they normally go. In 

fact,in North West River they feel very isolated and many times 

very lonely. 

:riR.. NEARY: And they are looked down on if they go to the 

other side of the river. 

HR. STRACHAN: Absolutely, totally. So what they feel then 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

is that they must therefore move. So I think that what we need 

is a whole consolidation of the hospital facilities within 

Labrador and that Happy Valley - Goose Bay should be looked 

upon as the serviee center.And that we should not start splitting 

up the facilities and going back to the old type of organizatio~s. 

And so I think that it requires a new look at that system, 

a complete overhaul -and I realize th~~ there is a great _ 

deal of hassle and there has been for quite some time, in the 

last few years as there has been attempts to change this kind 

of structure. And, as I said' I have _borne the brunt of many 

attacks by IGA because I said this quitely and never, ever 

publically,but now I"would like to put this on record that 

I think that what it requires is a consolidation in Happy Valley

Goose Bay and possibly that the hospital, the old hospital in 

North Hest River should become, and I feel needs to become a 

place where children or - not quite an orphange, I do not like 

the idea of an orphange, but it should become a facility which 

could handle that kind of facility for people from the coast 

and for people from eentral and Western Labrador. 

And in that ~•ay you could make use of the facility at 

North West River.But at the same time it does not make sense 

to me to have somebody flown out from · 
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MR. STFACHAN: the Coast if they require any ·treatment they have 

got to move on from Northwest River to be flown out of the Coast 

and to land on ice or land on open water and especially in the 

Fall and in the Spring in which it becomes very difficult 

to land at North .West ~~e~. Sometimes you use the airstrip 

but even then the airstrip is very boggy and you cannot use it. 

And so with a result that you are flown to Goose Bay and then 

travel back up twenty-five miles of road back to Nortrr West 

River, across in a cable car to get to hospital,and you pass 

the big hospital in Central Labrador and Goose Bay. It does 

not make sense at all. 

MR. NEARY: Is that where the air plane -

MR. STRACHAN: Yes,the mission plane which crashed a year 

or a year and a half ago in North: ~~-~ver taking off from 

a strip and curving around and ran into trouble. So 
' 

with a result then that I think these are a whole consolidation 

of these Kind of things and a whole new look and it does not 

have to be a drastic, radical, wild kind of look and we will 

be attacked for saying that because people want to hold ott_to ___ 

.. 

their old empires and so on. What we are saying is let us 

be practical and use the money economically and try 

to develop some kind of central hospital programme which makes 

sense. 

Here we have the big Lake Melville Hospital 

with facilities. The move has been made. It has been established. 

There are many beds in that hospital and at the same time twenty-

odd miles down the road we have another hospital handling people 

from the Coast. That does not make sense at all and I think 

there has to be some kind of consolidation to make best use 

of funds. And in this day and age when we are talking about the 
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MR. STRACHAN: lack of money~then I think that this is a prime 

example of money being wasted when it could be used to far 

better purpose. 

Now I know that I have knocked a few old 

heads, taps on the head in Labrador because in Labrador there 

seems to be. tremendous vested interest in the old type of 

thing. But, however, I feel that the day has come for these 

things to end and that changes should occur. 

I should mention also, and I know this is 

nothing new with the minister's department, or possibly it has 

some points, in rehabilitation. And we are very interested arid 

have been, and possiblr the Mini~ter of Justice is more aware 

of it, we are very interested that there should be within Central 

labrador, again Happy Valley - Goose Bay, some sort of - we would not 

like a prison type situation but something of that sort community -

A..~ HON. MEMBER: A correctional · institution. 

MR. STRACHAN: I do not know what words you use for it. I 

am not up on the lingo of the thing. But for people who have 

committed minor offences to be sent all the way from Coastal 

Labrador,for instance,and to be sent all the way to a system 

here in St. John'~ or - and I have high praise for the Superintendent 

-
who has looked after them very well and people are sent generally 

to Salmonier Camp, I think that it should be within Happy Valley -

Goose- Bay again this service centre set up in which people can 

be visited by their friend and visited on visiting time and so 

on. Because people are generally sent away or sent off in these 

sentences for three months or four months or five months and 

never see a soul, never speak to a friend, never obtain a Visit 

unless some of us are prepared to go there, but just a scattered 

visit~and come back very lonely. And I understand that it is a 

punishment but they should have the same facilities and the same 

rights to see their friends and relatives as everyone else. And 

I think again they need to look at the whole Happy Valley situation, 

to create within Happy Valley - Goose Bay this service cent're -- -
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MR.. STRACHAN: for Labrador~! believe it should be. 

should be the hub of the wheel that everything evolves 

around it and -

AN HON. MEMBER: The West • 

NM- 3 

It 

MR. STRACHAN: Well you can leave the West. I must admit 

that the West in many cases to us, and of course us to the West 

as well, are 10,000 miles apart. Many of the people on the 

Coast of Labrador in;·1:ecreation and so on are far more 

familiar with St. John's than they are with Labrador City and 

Wabush because there is very little real reason ever to go 

over there. Very few people ~ravel through Montreal and so 

they do not generally associate very clearly.. And possibly 

we should maybe get into some of this kind of using recreation 

as a means of competing against each other and I played 

two years ago in fact again Labrador City and Wabush in socceer 

and we were intending to take them on in a ' number of other 

games and this way it would bring us closer together because 

we often do feel very far apar.t and do not meet each. 

AN RON. MEMBER: 

MR. STRACHAN: 

(Inaudible) 

Labrador City. 
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~~r. Strachan . 

Anyway I have made the points I wished to make on this, and 

I will be interested in the minister's comments on it. 

~1R. CHAIF¥AN: The hon. member for Windsor- Buchans. 

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Chairman, I have gpt a few brief comments 

prompted more by the minister's remarks than by anything else. 

There is one thing I ~vant to make very specifically clear, that 

in my reference to the situation at Exon House today, it ~vas not 

my intention to indicate that the minister was a-,;.;are that there 

may have been child abuse or maltreatment or that anyone was a't7are. 

All I said, Mr. Speaker, or tried to say~is that when I opened 

the papers and read the glaring headline saying, Child Abuse and 

~fal treatment at Ex on House, I put T!!yself in the position of the 

people outside St. John's who opened that paper, read the heaelines 

and said, }!y God {';.!hat is happening in there? I 'Has putting myself, 

I think, in the posit·ion of the parents or the relatives of p~ople 

who are, as the minister said, guests at Exon House. And if anything 

I said indicated that I believed that there was abuse or 

·if I -indicated that tlie minister was aware of abuse or anything 

I did not mean to imply that, but I did mean to imply this, that 

since the allegations have been made, the minister owes it to the 

people in this Province to clear that situation up, to have the 

enquiry determjne whether or not there was any abuse , and if there 

was abuse - and not only do we owe it to the people in the Province, 

we Olve it to the staff of Exon House. And, }fr. Chairman, I believe that 

it is inc~mbent upon you, as the minister,or the administration 

to clear the air on that situation, because it is something that 

't!e cannot leave up in the air~ The people who are working in 

Exon House, the people who have relatives as guests or ~,·hat have you in 

Exon House, I think that they are entitled to a clear and full 

explanation as to how these rumours started, whether or not there is -

If there is not abuse, then fine, let us get it out. And that is the 
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Mr. Flight. 

message that I wanted to get across, and I stand by that. I 

think that nothing else should be - there should be no red 

herrings. There should be a report on as to whether or not 

there was abuse. !hat is it. · 

And I noticed the minister, he answered practically 

every question I asked except one. He did not address himself 

of the fact that I made the charge that this administration pulled 

the blanket'' -our-fro-m-under Labra.do~ City - _ Wabush with regards 

to the Winter Games. And they did. I say they did. I charge 

the administration ~.rith pulling the blanket from out from tm.der 

peopl~ _,~_!]. Labrador City - and the Hinister of ~ndustrial Relations 

is probably more aware of this situation than I a~ - but people 

in Labrador City ~for a long time. They thought they had the 

arrangements made. They had the facilities. They had done 

the organizational r>1ork. They believed they had the Hinter Games. 

They 1:.1ere prepared to host the Hinter Games. !hey had indicated 

to the administration that they 1:.1anted the Hinter Games. They had 

done everything to prove that they could sponsor the Winter Games. 

They ~vere as ~.rell equipped probably as the Island part of the Province. 

The fact is that we had the Summer Games. f~d the ad~inistration 

did not recognize it, and pulled the blanket from out under them 

and publicly - and like I say-,when the minister says I c.o not know 

what I am talking about1. -·what he is saying ih effect is that the 

. ·--
people who did the public programmes, ~•he · spoke for-... ~he orga"Q.izations 

in Labrador City publicly accused this administration of letting them 

dm.m. And it not me the minister got the a,rgument with. It is 

with those people, ancl I would like to hear him address himself to it. 

Now, 17. Chairman, the recreational aspect. You know, 

I rum aware,as other hen. members are, that in every community in this 

Province there are dozens and dozens of people who sacrifice their 

time and energy in organizing sports. And I am thinking particularly 

in the -peewee bracket, in the minor sports in this Province. Y.inor 
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Mr. Flight . 

-~e~e hockey, for argument's sake, has probably got more 

P!lr~iei:p~_!:ion-- tf.an· any other sport in the Province, and I am 

aware of communities - I can n.a,me, you know, Badger as 

an. exam:ple,W&em;ten or twelve or fifteen adults give their 

H'inte't' to organizing. There are hockey moms • The town 

f .inances -the operation. There is· - ii:otfi;I.tig 
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MR. FLIGHT: coming out of the administration.,nothing. but· ~~~h!_ng_·· ___ -· 

except three-quarters of the light bill of the stadium. And then 

comes the Spring and the CAHA -

MR. H. COLLINS: What about the stadium itself? 

MR. FLIGHT: I said the stadium. In lots of cases there is 

nothing coming out for the· stadium in some cases. As a matter of fact 

I must pick the minister up on a statement he made in the 

House and the answer will show it. He was listing off 

stadiums that his administration had helped support and he 

made the mistake of listing the Buchans stadium. Would the minister 

indicate one cent of expenditure that ever this administration 

put into the Buchans stadium, one penny~ 

MR. H. COLLINS: I did not. 

MR. FLIGHT: Oh yes you did, Sir. It is in Hansard. 

MR. H. COLLINS: I probably said stadiums in the Province. But I 

did not say that this administration put it there. 

MR. FLIGHT: No. No. But you indicated that you were 
. . 

supporting the 'Buchans stadium. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Subsidized the electrical bill. 

MR. FLIGHT: You listed ten or twelve more. 

I said we subsidize the el~ctrical bill. 

~1R. FLIGHT: No~you do not, not in the Buchans stadium. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Sure we do. 

MR. FLIGHT: In the Buchans stadium? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes, for each stadium in the Province. 

-
MR. FLIGHT: No, the subsidy of the three-quarters electric 

rate, I am talking about providing the stadium. 

MR. H. COLLINS: No. No, 1~e- did not. 

MR. FLIGHT: Now having said that, CAHA, Mr. Chairman, CAHA 

and the NAHA, two organizations for sponsoring and administering 

and drawing up the schedules of minor hockey in this Province, tells 
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:MR. FLIGHT: a town like Badger in March that they are going 

to sen~ two teams to St. Anthony, St. Pierre, anywhere they 

can work into the schedule. Those teams and the administration 

come~'to ' the Recreation Commission for some assistance in 

travelling.:;.:not a cent, not a penny. N~~_does that appear 

to be support for-our young people in recreation in t~is 

Province, not one cent of _.iUnjj.ng?-

Now the town made the effort. They raised 

the money, provided the leadership, provided the facilities~ 

but no recognition when it comes to assistance in travelling 

and meeting commitments that they worked towards all Winter. 

~d, Mr. Speaker, Lotto Canada, Mr. Chairman -

I will get that straight after a while. I apologize, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, Lotto Canada, we understood that the revenue from 

Lotto ~anada would be turned back to the sports organizations in 

this Province. The re~enue to Newfoundland from Lotto Canada would 

be turned back to the minor hockey leagues and to the sports 

organizations. Now that is what was stated. That was stated, 

Now I see here, Mr. Speaker, I see revenue from Lotto Canada -

$100,000 and I would like to hear the minister when he stands~ 

and this is the last time I am going to make - I would 

like to hear the minister indicate to the House what happened 

to that $100,000. Did it go into general revenue? Is it or 

is it not being spent on minor hockey facilities? 

So, Mr. Chairman, number one~we have gone 

into Lotto Canada~as the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) 

-
said a few days ago~without even this House having agreed. 

The: administration decided to go. We were supposed to have 

had a debate on whether or not Newfoundland would enter into 

those lotteries. Well apparently the administration took it 

on themselves to enter into the lotteries with or without 

the approval of the House of Assembly, 

MR. NEARY: It was all in some old act somewhere or -

,• 
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MR. FLIGHT: That may or may not be all that important but I 

believe it is very important, Mr. Chairman, that the commitment 

be kept to the recreational - to the bodies and groups in this 

Province and the word was this,that the revenue from Lotto 

Canada, push the Lotto Canada tickets, or·_ buy the 

tickets, the revenue from Lotto Canada will be made available 

to minor sports groups in this Province. 

MR. LUNDRIGAN: No, never agreed. 

MR. FLIGHT: It may.not have been agreed but it was suggested. 

It was said. And, Mr. Chairman, I would ask the minister to 

indicate when he speaks as to exactly where that $100,000 went 

and how it was distributed. Has it gone into general revenue.? 

Fine. That is fine. But I believe if it is gone into 

general revenue then I believe that that is not what was intended, 

I believe the Lotto Canada tickets are selling the way they are 

as a direct result of people believing that the funds derived 

therefrom will help fund and helP finance minor sports in this 

Province and I doubt if you will be having the success in selling 

those tickets~because I go into stadiums, Mr. Chairman, and 

people are pushing those tickets and the general public believes 

that the revenue will go into fund minor sports in this Province 

and I think that is either what should happen or the administration 

should come out now and say exactly what the revenue from Lotto 

Canada is funding. So that is it, I guess. 

AN RON. ~1BER: How about the Windsor stadium? 

MR. FLIGHT: Oh~it is very good, very good. 

Just one more point, Mr. Chairman, I could have 

made this point on any department. Here is a department, the 

Department of Recreation and Rehabilitation, Mr. Chairman. With travelling, 
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somebody should take the time, I have not done it, somebody should 

take the time and go through this Budget and add up all of the 

funds that a~e earmarked for travelling in this Budget. It is 

unbelievable, $164,000 in the-Department of Recreation, $164,000 

for travelling in the Department of Recreation alone. Now, Mr. 

Chairman, in most· heads in this . Budget dollars voted, funds voted 

f~am other departments covers aircraft hiring and what have you. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Ina~~ible) 
'"""\.. 

MR. FLIGHT: I do not know, I have not checked and I am not 

going to now as to whether this applies to this department. But in 

some cases there is as high as $83,000 voted for aircraft travel 

to a department. 

Now I think, Mr. Chairman, the ~inister of Recreation, 

I think, every minister as he stands, every head discussed should 

justify that type of an expenditure in travelling. I would say, Sir, 

if I were to make a guess . right now that if all of the travelling 

expenses in this Budget were totalled, it would be a fair share 

of the Provincial Budget, and I would like to see it justified. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. FLIGHT: Pardon me? 

-
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) · 

MR. FLIGHT: No. But are you saying that if the Minister of 

Recreation did not spend -

-
AN HON. MEMBER: ( In--udible) 

MR. FLIGHT: Is the minister suggesting that if the Minister 

of Recreation did not spend $164,000 in travelling that he would have 

to stay in St. John's? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Not only the minister. 

MR. FLIGHT: He could take all of St. John's around the 

world with him for that practically. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Not only the minister. 

MR. FLIGHT: So, Mr. Chairman, I am serious. I believe that 

the minister should justify one by one the travelling allowances in their 
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departments. And I believe there is a lot of unnecessary travelling 

going on in this Province. There are a lot of trips being paid for 

all over the world and all over Mainland Canada by,not necessarily 

ministers, but by top civil servants. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Name them. 

MR. FLIGHT: I am not going to name the civil servants. Do 

you want me to name them. ? . l will. 

SOME HON. MEMBRRS : Oh, oh~ 

MR. MORGAN: (Inaudible) . 

MR. FLIGHT: I can name your deputy, your ministers -

MR. MORGAN: Name the officials, do not go making blanket charges. 

MR. FLIGHT: No.I am not going to, no. No .I am not going to be 

sucked in. 

MR. MORGAN: Well do not go making an innuendo -

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG) : Order, please! 

MR. SIMMONS: (Inaudible) . 

MR. FLIGHT: No innuendo. No innuendo, Mr. Chairman. All 

right.! will ask the Minister of Transportation when he stands is 

he prepared to name the people in his department who travelled outside 

of this Province this year and it was budgeted for there? 

MR. MORGAN: Sure. 

MR. FLIGHT: All right fine, then you will do it. Right. 

AN HON. MEMBER: We all are. 

MR. FLIGHT: All right~every minister in one of their 

presentations justify their travelling expenses and the trips that 

their civil servants are taking, and let us fac.e it,you do not send 

ordinary cle-rks to Toronto or to Vancouver, It' is you-r deputy miri.iste-rs, 
J 

directors, ADMs,these are the people who are having the trips. And 

what I am suggesting is that half of these triPs are not ~ustified. ~nrl 

I am suggesting the ministers should have to justify them. And with 

that, Mr. Chairman, I think. I have made my contribution to this 

debate. Thank you. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG); The hon. member for St. John's South. 

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to make a few 

comments in regard to this heading, particularly in regard to 

Exon House. The Exon House has figured fa±±ly prominently in 

the debate on this heading, and I would just like to comment on 

two things that were said about it. In doing this, I do not want 

to claim to have any great expertise in regard to Exon House. I 

certainly know where it is, I certainly visited it, I certainly know 

the type of child that is in Exon House and in the Children's Home, 

but I do not actually work there, and I have fairly limited clinical 

contact with th~ children in Exon House and in the Children's Home. 

However,just to comment on one statement~ there was 

an impression, I think, left in some respects that we should have 

more institutions like this, sort of implying,I believe, that all 

children of a certain type should go into these institutions. Well 

now,it may well be true that we· should have expanded institutions 

of this nature. But I think, it would be wrong to say that all ... 

children with handicaps, even serious handicaps, either physical or 

mental,should go into institutions like this. I think it should 

be taken as generally accepted that the home is by far the best for all 

children, handicapped or otherwise. In saying that, of course, one 

must realize that the ideal is not always attainable, but I think that 

we should recognize that wherever possible the home 
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is a lot better,immeasurably better than any 

institution and that care can be given in the homeJ·perhaps with . 

help to the home,care can be given in the home to many ~~ildren 

of this sort. _Another_ a~pect of the debate in regard to Exon 

House, of course we all know that probably that institution 

would not have figured into this debate if it was not in regard 

to the recent report made by the nursing association. That 

report -

AI.~ HON • MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

DR COLLINS: Well perhaps not. I am not saying that it 

would not have been mentioned~but I say that it has certainly 

figured prominently to some extent because of that. 

HR. WHITE: Probably more prominently than it would a~ter that report. 

DR. COLLL"'iS: And I think that we probably will hear more 

of that report. But at this point in time I do not think we 

should make teo much of that report. I am glad to see that the 

hon. member for Windsor-Buchans softened, I think,in his second 

remark--second series of remarks there, softened his approach 

over this whole matter. I think initially he did mention the 

word child abuse~and to some people child abuse is a very 

specific type of diagnosis,if I might call it that. It is 

equivalent to the battered child syndrome,and: the battered child syndrome 

is a serious health problem. It is certainly present in Newfoundland 

as well as in other parts of Canada and other parts of the world 

for that matter of fact. But the battered child syndrome is a 

serious type of child injury,fairly specific; it usually relates 

to bone injuries, to serious organ injuries, to serious types of 

nutritional defects and so on and so forth. It is quite 

distinct from,shall we say, approaches to the child of a 

reprimand type of manner -

AN HON. 1'1EHBER: Of a disciplinary n~ture. 

DR. COLLINS: Ye~,of a disciplinary nature. It is quite 
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DR.. COLLINS: different from that and I think that it would 

be wrong at this point in time - until it is proven to the 

contrary, and I do not believe it will be proven to the contrary ::. _ _ _ 

I think it will be quite wrong to say that the Nursing Association 

-~ey_~_r_t_ in any way alleged that children at Exon House were in 

the category of the battered child syndrome. I do -not think 

that they intended that, I do not think that it is true, I 

do not think it will be proven to be true. 

We should be extremely, I think, careful in public debate 

when referring to this type of subject in regard to institutions 

and particularly where ~~ildren are involved. This is a very 

sensitive area and I think for three reasons :firstly, of course, 

the parents who though they probably tvould like if possible to 

take care of these ~~ildren in their home -

MR. MURPHY: Can you give our 

:VR COLLINS: Yes ,I will - nevertheless have to put these 

children in institutions. I am sure that in the vast majority of 

cases they do not do it willingly, they do it with a certain 

amount of concern and if there are remarks made that might 

indicate that this was an unwise decision on their part, it 

increases that concern immeasurably .• ~d I think that it is most 

unfair if this is done in any sort of unwise manner. Secondly, 

I think we must remember that staffing of these institutions 

is difficult. These children,and indeed in terms of adults also, 

but certainly these children are very difficult to handle. Their 

care is very time consuming, it is relatively thankless work 

and it is very difficult to get the dedicated people that one 

must have to staff these institutions. 

If remarks are made that in any way diminish the ability of 

these institutions to staff themselves I think it would be most 

unfortunate. And I am sure that no han. member - and I say this, 

I am sure., quite sincerely- I am sure that no han. member has 
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DR. COLLINS: 

cert·ai.nly that in mind. But I think that we must be very careful 

~rtot-- in·-an:y -w~: hiding facts, ! think that this would be equally 

wrong t but I think that in making our points we mlist try to be 

as factual aad as responsible as possible. 

Now the other point ,I think, about this, and this might be 

a little bit more difficult to get across because it is sort 

of argues against what I have just said, . _!!u~ another point 

about it I think. is that we should not do anything to direct 

too much attention to the institutions. I think that these 

institutions have their place in the health care system but 

on the other hand it would be quit.e waong to direct 
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Dr. Collins: 

__ too ,much funding into this one aspect of the health care system. 

And I have done a little bit of figuring - and I am open to 

correction on this, but I suggest that th~ figures are not far 

too wrong - I have done a little figuring, and it seems to me 

that the daily per patient costs for Exon House and the Children's 
. 

Home works out to be approximately $72.50 per day, which for each 

patient -

AN HON. MEMBER: How much? 

DR. COLLINS: $72.50, you know, an average hospital cost 

per day for a patient would be 1say, $120; here it is $7.2.50. That 

is $2,175 a month, that is $26,100 per year. Now to put that 

in perspective,remember what you get in, when you fill out your 

income tax what you are allowed to claim per child, what is it? 

$375 or whatever it is' , is it? 

AN HON. Mm1BER: (Inaudiple) • 

DR. COLLINS: $375,something of that order. And here we are 

talking about a cost per patient per year of $26,000. So one can 

only direct so much of the relatively valuable health dollar to this 

sort of institutional care. If you direct it unduly there you 

have to cut down in other areas. 

MR. NEARY: Tnat is not the health dollar,that is the welfare 

dollar; 50 per cent comes from the ~overnment of Canada via 

Canada assistances. 

DR. COLLINS: Granted~ Granted! Possibly 50 per cent, but even 

at . 50 per cent, you are still left with $13,000 per patient -

HR. NEARY: But it does not come out of the health grants. 

DR. COLLDJS: It comes out of a sort of health dollar: it comes 

out of the rehabilitation dollar, which in this instance is very close 

to the health dollar. 

So I just make the point that whereas one certainly should 

pay - and I am sure the han. minister and his staff do this - they 

certainly should pay due attention to the needs of custodial and 

· training care for these patients. Nevertheless we must not overdo 
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Dr. Collins: 

the matter, not that it would not be a good idea to overdo it, 

but in· overdoing it you have to cut down somewhere else, so some 

other area of the health-care system suffers. 

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG) The hon. Minister of Health. 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. PECKFORD: 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

AN RON . MEMBER: 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Will the minister close the debate now? 

Yes. 

How much time do we have left? 

It is ten to ten. 

It is ten to ten. 

Mr. Chairman, to resp~nd to the hon. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (MR. YOUNG): There are seven or ei2ht minutes left, 

MR. H. COLLINS: - member fo·r Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Flight) I thought 

I responded in my earlier remarks this morning and tonight, but I 

did overlook to make a response -

MR. NEARY: 

item by item. 

MR. H. COLLINS: 

the han. member -

Why do you not sit down and we will go over it 

Look , Mr. Chairman, we have been listening to 

MR. CHAIRMAN (MR. YOUNG): Order, please! The hon. minister only 

has eight minutes and he is trying to finish his estimates. 

MR. H. COLLINS: - all day and all night -

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible). 

MR. H. COLLnTS: -he is almost like Mary Anne. 

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible). 

HR. ROUSSEAU: This is Mary Anne? 

MR. NEARY: I hope my talks tonight -

A...lll' HON. HEMBER: That is exceptional. 

MR. H. COLLINS: What was that -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. H. COLLINS: I will only take a couple of minutes, Mr. 

Chairman, if it is the desire to the Committee to get involved in the 

item by item bit. 
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MR. NEARY: Sit down and let: us run through them. 

MR. H. COLLINS: But the Winter Games, the decision to host 

or to have Grand Falls and Gander host the Winter Games was made 

before we received any request from Labrador at all. These are 

the facts now, Mr. Chairman, The han. member can think what he 

wants, as the han. member here knows as well. In the meantime 

this Winter,as I said earlier today, we did sponsor a Recreational 

Conference in Labrador which was very well attended. A lot of 

bouquets were thrown to the officials who were down there. A committee 

was appointed, and the officials will be going back again. And I 

can say now that during the ensuing months the coastal sections of 

Labrador hopefully will be in a better position to be able to participate. 

And the next ~Unter Games are going to be scheduled in Labrador. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

AN HON. MEMBER: Atta a boy~ 

MR. NEARY: The Summer Games of the 19 leap year will be 

in Labrador City. 

MR. H. COLLINS: I did not say Summer Games, Mr. Chairman, I said, 

~\Tinter Games. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. H. COLLINS: The han. member for Windsor-Buchans also 

made reference to the enormous amount of travel, not necessarily the 

amount of travel, but the cost of travel. 
. . 

AN HON. MEMBER: Who pays for Don Johnson's trips? 

MR. H. COLLINS: The Canadian Amateur Hockey Association. 

HR. NEARY: And the Province does not pay any? 

MR.. H. COLLTITS: Not a cent. 

MR. NEARY: Because he does it -

MR H. COLLINS : Not a tittle, not a nickel. 

MR. NEARY: We pay enough in travelling to send him to the 

moon and back. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Yes, and take Don Jamieson with him. 

MR. FLIGHT: (Inat1dibief: 
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MR. NEARY: Well i4 Don Jamieson has to tTaveL that: is his 

Department of _Ex~ern~-~~f~~! ... b_!-l~ _ _?ot:t_~o~~~ doe~ not. 

MR. H. COLLINS: They are tw'o pretty he:a.vy I!let'l.. 

MR. NEARY: He has to be the, most travelled man in Newfoundland, 

i:s he? 

MR. H. COLLINS: We are proud of the fact that Mr. Johnson was $elected 

to the· parent body of the CAHA, at the invitation of the Prime Minister 
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MR.. COLLINS : 

of Canada whom I am sure bon. members opposite must adore. 

---

MR. NEARY: Did he pay for the uniform too, the·_ Mao Tse-tlJ!lg__ _ . 

uniform? 

MR. COLLINS: Whatev~r it has cost them they are going to charge -

against the Federal Treasury. I might mention in response -

MR. NEARY: It is still the taxpayers. 

MR. COLLINS: - to the hon. members charges about the high co~t of 

travel, ,~here are 1,100 employees in the Department of Rehabilitation 

and Recreation. And many of those divisions are travelling constantly 

to the various youth organizations across the Province. So all in all, 

Mr. Chairman, there is a fair amount of money spent on travel 

it is well spent. 

The member for Burgee-Bay d'Espoir(Mr. S~ons) drew reference 

to the great job which the Salvation A:r:my are doing in Newfoundland, 

would like to echo his sentiments there. As he is aware, of 

course, we are contributing $80,000 to the Harbour Light. I might tell 

him that if Captain Snook, if he has got some ideas,and no doubt he 

has, for new additional facilities and so on,we would certainly be 

glad to discuss it with him -

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. COLLINS: -because I am convinced that people like the Salvation 

Army,· other groups can certainly too particularly the Salvation Army, 

can do a much better job than the government could ever do. And monies 

which we do channel that way, I am sure, are very well spent. We get 

good value for them. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Loto Canada -

MR. COLLINS: Loto Canada- we receive $100,000. It is-mentioned~ 

$100,000 from Loto Canada. It is mentioned. The winning number is · 
' . 

9,557,581,476. 

MR. NEARY: Will that take care of your grant to the St. John's Curling 
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MR. NEARY: 

Club, that $100,000? 

AN HON. MEMBER: 
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Tell us where it went? 

MR. COLLINS: It~is shown in the estimates here as revenue. So the 

$100,000 of the total which we show here comes from Loto Canada. The 

rest of the money comes fr~ the hard-earned dollars of the people of 

Newfoundland. 

AN HON. ~ER: 

inaudible) 

But I asked where you spent it? (Last part 

We spent it, Mr. Chairman, -I can read off all the 

We spent it in training schools -

MR. COLLINS: 

headings here. 

MR. NEARY: How about the St. John's Curling Club? 

MR. COLLINS: - rehabilitation, the Hayles Home, the Home for the Aged, 

the Cliildrens' Homes, recreationa~ programmes, stadiums, subsidies, 

baseball parks, soccer pitches, swimming pools, you name it. 

Incidentally, Mr. Chairman, and the hon. member mentioned we give 

nothing to Buchans. 

MR. NEARY: Anything there.~· for the St. John's Curling Club? 

MR. COLLINS: -The Buchans Stadium, last year we paid $7,396 in 

electrical subsidies to the Buchans Stadium. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, how about the St. John's Curling Club? 

MR. COLLINS: St. John's Curling Club. 

~m. NEARY: Did they get any grants or any loans or guarantees or anything 

from the government? 

MR. COLLINS: Not to my knowledge, Mr. Chairman. You are not talking 

about the YMCA. 

HR. NEARY: No, I am talking about the new St. John 1 s Curling Club? 

MR. COLLINS: There is nothing in my estimates for the Curling Club . 

MR. NEARY: You are sure now? 

MR. COLLINS: Not to my knowledge there is not. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 



May 5, 1977. Tape 2272 RH - 3 

MR. COLLINS: Well, after the performance of the hon. member 

tonight, I will have to give it same second thought. But notwith

standing anything he might have said, I-would not want to take it 

out on the people in Buchans -Windsor. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

On motion 901-01 carried. 

MR. caAIRMAN: Shall all other headings under this heading carry? 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Chairman, we still have three minutes left. 

Your Honour, we can run down through. 

On motion 901-02 through to 902-08 carried. 

MR. CHAilUWIT: Shall 903-Ql carry? 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, could I get a quick question off to the 

minister in connection with homes for special care. Are they all 

operating now and~occupied? And if not, would the minister indicate, 

specify which homes are not yet open for business? Does the 

government have any plans to build any new senior citizens' homes 

in the current fiscal year? 

MR. COLLINS: I presume the hon. member is talking about the inter-faith

HR. NEARY: Inter-faith homes, that is right. 

MR. COLLINS: The home in Bonavista will be coming on stream. It is 

not on yet. The home in Springdale is coming on stream. The home in 

St. Anthony, it was open ;- I opened that about two months ago, a 

beautiful home down there. 

~·1R. NEARY : I started that one. The minister did not even do me the 

courtesy of inviting me down for the opening. 

MR. COLLINS: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. COLLLINS: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. COLLINS: 

Tne hon. member seems to have started a lot of things. But

No, I started that one. 

But there are a lot of them left unfinished. 

Yes, Sir. 

A lot of them left unfinished. The Lewisporte Home has 

not been officially opened, I do not believe, but it is pretty well occupied. 

MR. NEARY: All the ground work -.:.:-was done when the minister came in. 
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MR. H. COLLINS: Bonavista and Springdale, Mr. 

Chairman, are the only two which -

MR. NEARY: How about Stephenville Crossing? 

Is that one occupi~d? 

MR. H. COLLINS: Stephenville Crossing was officially 

opened about a month ago also. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please! 

On mot~on, 903-01, carried. 

On motion all remaining Headings 

under Heading IX, Rehabilitation and Recreation, carried. 

On motion Head IX, Recreation and 

Rehabilitation, without amendment, carried. 

MR. HICKMAN: 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

Labour and Manpower. 

The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

Mr. Chairman, all I want to suggest 

at this point, Sir, is that we seem to be entering into 

the realm of general debate and I suppose I am as guilty 

of it as much as anybody. But I believe it would be 

better, Mr. Chairman, that if after the introductory 

remarks are over by the minister and the spokesman for 

the - the shadow minister on this side, and maybe I will 

have a few words -I believe we would be better off getting 

straight into the analysis, the item by item analysis of 

the estimates so we can ask ministers specific questions. 

Because a lot of the things ~~at are happening now 

could just as easily happen during the budget debate. 

Members on both side, I believe, 

would agree that if were to run down through the estimates 

item by item we would be better off. It is just a 

' suggestion, Sir. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. the Minister of Labour and 

Manpower. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. Agreed. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

next Heading. 

It will carry, but wait until the 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: Just a few introductory remarks 

Mr. Chairman. The department now is under -its new name 

of Labour Manpower. We suggested earlier why that was 

done, so to avoid th~ confusion that - was arising between 

the Federal Department of Manpower and Immigration and 

our own provincial department. 

If I may just go down on a 

few points here,and if hon. members opposite or hon. 

members on this side wish to raise any specific points 

certainly we will be in a position to answer them. 

I might point out a few 

pertinent facts that may create some questions or debate 

in the ensuing hours. The Heading of 502-01, Salaries -

General Administration: If hon. members notice there 

is a change between the revised estimate for last year 

and this year's estimates, It is down some $30,000. 

That is due to the fact that the Human Rights Commission 

and their staff have now moved to the Department of 

Justice and is no longer associated with the Department 

of Labour and Manpower. 

The other one I would like to 

mention, if I may going through, is the Minimum Wage 

Board. A new Chairman has been appointed. Mr. Andrew 

Rose resigned recently because he took up a position 

with the Workmen's Compensation Board. The new 

Chairman is Mr. H.T.Renouf, and although I have not 

announced it yet, I might say now that I have asked 

Mr. Renouf ---and the Minimum Wage Board to review the 

minimum wage and all pertinent information across the 

Province. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

The former Registrar, I think. 

Yes. So I would assume that 

the review of the minimum wage would begin sometime 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 

Summer. 

MR. NEARY: 

the Board? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

probably this Spring or early 

Who are the other members of 

The other members of the board 

are Hollis Duffett, the Management Representative, 

MR. NEARY: (Inaud~ble). 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, I am sorry not HOllis 

Duffett, H.W.Duffett. I do not think so, he is Water 

Street. 

MR. NEARY: Harold Duffett? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The Labour - Employee 

(Night) 

Representative is Frank Taylor of the Retail Sales Clerk's 

Union in St. John's: These are the only three members 

and Mr. Renouf is the new Chairman. I have communicated 

with Mr. Renouf and asked him to review the minimum wage 

across the Province. 

The minimum wage,as hon. members 

know~now ' is $2.50 per hour, effective the 20th. February 

1976. 

MR. NEARY: Are there any complaints from 

the farmers on the minimum wage? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, the farmers are not included 

in the minimum wage unfortunately. 

MR. NEARY: They are still exempt? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. Yes. To my knowledge 

they are still exempt. The domestic workers are in it 

now and certainly I will give more details as we go 

through that particular subhead. But anyway, I have 

asked Mr. Renouf and the Minimum Wage Board to review 

the minimum wage in the Province of $2.50 per hour. 

I might also mention an amount in there again of the 

Labour Management Committee of $5,000. Last year it 

was $5,000 but the revised estimates, Mr. Chairman, 

were $13,300 because there was quite a bit of work done. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: I am very proud of that one. 

I know it has done much good wo.rk. 

Montreal leading one to 

nothing. Five minutes played. 

The Labour Management Committee, 

$5, ooo-ana: Ttl_e . m~~~eed more. You can never tell 

how many committees you will need. These are 

independent people we appoint in various industries 

' 
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Mr. Rousseau. 

across the ProvinceQ The various companies in t~ich there are 

some problems bet~en labour and management, they provide 

a centre figure to try and bring out any grievances on the 

table and then forestall any legal or illegal strikes or 

any grievances or any problems that may occur between the 

employer and the employee, and that is available merely by 

requesting the Department of Manpower and Industrial Relations 

to do so, and w~ provide each chai~_an with some help, of course, 

from labour and ~3nagement, and the government, the Department of 

~-<anpower. 

There is also an amount there - the han. 

member for Hindsor Buchans mentioned - there is an amount there 

of $19,000 as well to fund this year's r.vork at the Interim Advisory 

Board on Occupational Health and Safety. Dr. Leslie Harris, the 

Chairman - and I have a list of the members - are equally represented 

by the si."{ members from the employer organizations across the 

Province and six members from the employee organizations across the 

p • 
~ rov1nce. They were voted on at the Occupational Health and 

Safety Conference which was held in October. under my predecessor, 

the present Minister of Forestry and Agriculture, and we have added 

a few more people to enlarge the scope of that committee. I have 

appointed a few people fro1r the university and a fe,.,.7 people that 

we think whose experience the committee ~vould benefit from. I have 

the terms of reference, of course, for- more specific questions on 

the membership actually if members i.;ant them. 

~ere is a new thing in there which is conditional 

on the passing of the new labour standards legislation -.;.rhich is 

called the Labour Standards Board, and the Labour Standards Tritunal. 

It is our intention to take a lot of the referrals we have in grievances 

from employees in respect to labour standards across the Province a-vcay 

from the courts, because there is a backlog in the courts. It takes us 

an awfully long time to get some of these cases through the courts, and 

people are reluctant to go to the courts in respect to loss of wages, 
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withholding of v7ages and vaction pay and holiday pay and other 

such grievances against management. ~o it is our intention 

to set up~conditional on the passing of this Labour Standards 

Act , to set up a Labour Standards ~ribunal who will act as 

a cottrt in resolving these problems that arise as a result 

of infractions to the lahour standar~s legislation. 

Also I might mention - and I should have 

tabled this previously- I have the reDort of the Horkmen's Compensation 

Board which, of course, is responsible to the ~inister of 

Labour and ""an power, and there is some infor1n.a tion there 

that I hope to table T-rithin the next fe~v days but any s~ecific 

question, of course, I ivill ansro1er for the han. members. The 

aspect of Manpower, of course, is a very wide one in the department. I think 

there are a number of questions - I h?pe -an amount of debate will be 

generated on that particular as-pect of the departrn.ent. It has ~uilt 

itself into auite a for~idable arm over the past COllple of years. 

I think~it is doing a good job. And if hon. members across have 

any auestions on the aspects played by the nepartment of Labour 

and Yanpm.;er in the manpm-rer aspect of the department, certainly 

they can raise them. 

So outside of these fe~-r general co!'m'.ents, I Fill 

sit do~m and let the hon. members come up with 3.ny auestions that 

may have and at such time it is appropriate I T,7ill try and answer 

them. 

~IJ'. CHA.IPJ'":ftlT: The han. member for Terra Novct 

~'P . . LUSH: ~~r. C:hairman, the Departreent of Labour and 

~fanpo-.;.Ter, a relatively ne,., department in ter!'ls of departments, 

I think probably the Department of Labour - I do not think we had 

one really until Confederation really. Nineteen hundred and fi=ty 

Has the first time thCit we had an official department of Labour 

and ?-':anpower. And, of course, the reasons for that are related to the 

uniqueness of Ne--:vfoundland history, and :.t beings us to a point 

that I want to talk about, Sir, and that is unionisre - and for a little 

~.;hile - and collective agreement. In the past nurr.ber of years >•7e have had 
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~r. Lush. 

a tremendous growth of unionism in this Province, and with that -

certainly since tne 1970's a tremendous at!!ount of work stoppages, 

a tremendous amount of strikes resulting in a loss of productivity 

in the Province, a loss of income. And, of course, to know the 

value of" the Depart1!!ent of Labo~.1r and ~anpm.rer, we must have 

some information relating to its track record. __ 
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Mr. Lush: 

For example, I would like to know in this year how many work stoppages _ 

there were, legal and illegal? 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH : 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH: 

MR. ROUSSEAU: 

forty-eight. 

MR. LUSH: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. LUSH: 

Forty-eight illegal.last year. 

What is that? 

Forty-eight illegal. 

Forty-eight illegal? 

Yes. Thirty-three legal. 

Thirty-three legal foe -

And there is no lockout, for a total of forty-eight. 

So. 

Fifteen legal and thirty-three illegal for a total of 

So the total altogether was what? 

Forty-eight. 

Forty-eight. And in that were thirty-three illegal 

strikes. Mr. Chairman, that is a lot of strikes; it is certainly an 

improvement over perious years, but still a lot of illegal strikes. 

MR. NEARY: Would the member permit, just to help the member 

with his speech? I think this would be pretty helpful information. 

MR. LUSH: Yes. 

MR. NEARY: The number of man-hours that were lost because of these 

work stoppages was 1,486,736 man-hours lost. 

MR. LUSH: A million and a half. 

MR. NEARY: A million and a half~roughly~aan-hours. 

MR. LUSH: A million and a half man-hours lost? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Does the hon. member want a statement? I have 

the number of man-hours to fifteen legal strikes resulted in a loss 

of 167,000 man-days, but the thirty-three illegal strikes only resulted 

in the loss of 18,000 man-days which is quite a difference. 

MR. LUSH: And again, of course, I am just wondering 

whether···th.ere are any figures available on what that resulted in the 

loss of income to the Province? I remember reading a. 
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MR. LUSH: 

figure in the matter of a four year peri:_od, for example.__orior to, 

in the four year period 1973, I think, that was the year that there 

was the Royal Commission on work _sto_pp_ages. At that point in 

time when that Royal Commission was being compiled, in the four 

year period, from 1969 to 1973, there was $5 million lost in income. 

And that is a fair chunk of ~oney to lose to the economy of this 

Province. And right now we are talking about thirty-three illegal 

strikes. And, Mr. Chairman, that is a lot of strikes, illegal strikes. 

Another question,! am wondering whether the member for LaPoile (Mr. 

Neary) could help me on this one: Do we have any idea what men 

were involved in that? What was the numbers of people? 

MR. NURY: Nothin~ on that. 

MR. LUSH: Nothing on that. And again that is something that would 

be interesting, and I would like to see that in this report. But this 

report that is put out by the Department of Manpower and Labour has 

some information on the Work stoppa ges, the kind of information that 

the member for LaPoile provided me with, the numbers of people 

involved because this is significant, the loss of income. ~~d, 

Mr. --~~;m~r there is no way that this Province can afford illegal 

w~rk- stopp~~~- through_ this extent which result of course in loss 

of productivity and loss of income and there is no way that this 

Province can afford that kind of loss in productivity and in income. 

And the other aspect of it of course is that it gives the Province 

a reputation of an unstable industrial situation, an unstable working 

situation and this certainly will discourage industry from coming 

into the Province when they realize that our working conditions, that 

our industrial situation is very unstable. And certainly we have 

to improve this situation. And as I have said before that it is 

certainly an improvement over the years certainly 1971 and 1972 and 

1973 but there are still a lot of illegal work stoppages,Mr. Chairman. 

And the important point is what causes these 

illegal work stoppages and what is the Province,what is the Department 

of Labour and Manpower doing to prevent illegal work stoppages. What 
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MR. LUSH: are they doing? What legislation do they have? I have 

read through the various pieces of legislation, I forget the names 

of both bills now - the Labour Standards one but then there is another 

one that has not been put forward yet and I think -

MR. NEARY: Labour Relations. 

MR. LUSH: Labour Relations. 

the one that will be aimed. at. 

That is the important one. That is 

This sort of thing should be but we 

have had the legislation before and I do not see - It is the 

salient matter. The major point with respect to these work stoppages 

of course is the enforcement of this legislation and todate the 

legislation that is· there it has not been enforced. And to come 

up with new - To bring all of this - All that this is doing now 

is bringing all of it together I think under one head and I do not 

think there are any extra powers there. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Labour standards. 

MR. LUSH: Pardon? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Labour standards. 

MR. LUSH: Labour standards and the other one. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: There are a few new things in labour standards. 

MR. LUSH: Pardon? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: There are a few new things in the labour standards 

legislation. 

MR. LUSH: But nothing to prevent illegal work stoppages. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Oh, no. 

MR. LUSH: It has nothing to prevent that. 

MR. PECKFORD: You cannot do something with legislation to prevent 

illegal work stoppages. 
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MR. LUSH: Certainly there is the human element there. But if the 

legislation is there, there is legislation there. I am saying that 

that legislation has not been enforced. It has not been enforced. 

:i!-1R. PE CKFORD: What?Do you propose to stop the legal strike? You 

say something should be in there, what do you propose? 

MR.LUSH: To enforce the legislation that is presently in 

existence. You see, the legislation is there but we have not been 

enforcing· it. The legislation that we now have is not largely 

different from what it was under the Labour Relations Act of 1950. 
- - -

It is not largely different. Nothing significantly different. So, 

we have not - the legislation is still there - the legislation is 

the same, the procedures are the same, but my contention is we have 

not enforced that legislation to prevent a legal ,work stoppages. 

It is time that we took the bull by the horns and started doing 

something to prevent these illegal work stoppage~ to incraase the 

productivity of this province. This we have to do Mr. Chairman. 

It must be done. 

The other point that I want to refer to is 

the priorities given to the department of Labour and ~1anpower. 

Certainly this must be a very important,an important department. 

When you look at the mon::!'£!5 there you wonder to >vhat extent that 

the government is serious about this department~the $1.5 million 

I think which is probably one-tenth of one per cent of the total 

budget. In view of all the work that has to be done to create 

a climate of industrial peace,if you will~a harmonious climate 

in which workers and management and government can work together 

to increase the productivity of this province. To ensure that 

labourers and the workers of this province are dealt vitth in a 

fair and equitable and just manner,and I am just wondering,as 

I said,whether or not the dollars are there to do the sorts of 

-
things that has to be done and this is ·-some of the things I want 

to allude to. 

Some of the problems related to collective 

bargaining, some of the strikes, some of the both legal or certainly 
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MR.. LUSH: the illegal ones have resulted I think from a misunderstanding 

of the process of collective bargaining. I started off by saying that 

unionism is a new element in Newfoundland history. It is something that 
- -----·------ - · - o- - • 

we have not had with us for a long time~and collective bargaining 

is a complicated process and there are many points within the whole 

process that people do not understand, the pro~ess of certification 

the process of conciliation and arbitration. A lot of our people 

do not udnerstand it. Not only the - not~mind you~only the workers 

but I ron sure there are many people in unions who do not understand 

all of the process. 

I believe that it is i?-cumbent __ upon the goverr..ment 

to make sure that the people of our province understand the process 

of collective bargaining-.,and it is a big job. to do this., And I am 

sure were \ve to do something to have some sort of a questionnaire 

to circulate among 1;-.Torkers, even among union;people., to find out 

their understanding o£ collective bargaining, I am sure that '"e 

would be appalled at the lack of understanding of collective 

bargaining. I think this certainly is one of the reasons for 

illegal strikes. Many people do not understand the- all the 

blueprint, or the small print that is contracts and sometimes I 

think people go on illegal strikes and possibly think they are 

on a legal strike. So I think t~ere has to be a major effort by 

the government to try and educate our people as to what collective 

bargaining is all about. 

And just as a-suggestion,for example, I think 

something should be done in schools in this respect, that there should 

be some sort of a course in industrial relations at the high school 

level which I am sure to my knowledge is not there now - if it-is-

it is pretty new. 

AN. RON. ME:-!BER: Grade X. 

MR. LUSH: Grade X ±s it? When did it start, this year, last year? 

Last year, Well that certainly is a good move. This is where we have to 
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MR.LUSH: · start so that the people of the province understand 

AN .RON .MEMBER: (InaudihJ p_)_ 

MR..LtiSH: Does. it continue on _in Grade Xl as well? Just in 

Grade X. Well, I would certainly recatm11end that we have a course 

in Grade X and one in Grade Xl to instruct people to tea,ch them 
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HR. LUSH: 

so that they will know something about the process. 

HR. ROUSSEAU: Or the trade school. 

MR. LUSH: Yes, right, any of these, all of ~~ese, any and all of them. 
I 

It is important that our people know the process of collective bargaining, 

know their rights and know their privileges with respect to collective 

bargaining. .~d there are many people, as I said before, who do not 

know 'tvhat the procedures are or what their rights and what their 

·-privileges are under the collective bargaining. Union~ too, of course, 

must make some effort. But certainly government must provide the 

leadership. They must provide the leadership in making sure that all 

our people know about collective bargaining, know something about unions. 

~<is they must do. It is encumbent upon the government to provide this 

leadership and to establish the proper climate in this Province for good 

labour relations. Certainly this then must be done. 

}tr. Chairman, I do not want to talk about the labour standards 

board right now. I think I will leave that until when the minister .comes 

with the legislation on it, and the same thing with the - let me see, 

the labour standard board, that will be ._the tr:i.bunal. I will leave these 

until He come to the legislation on these particular points. With 

respect to manpower, I am just wondering whether, in view of the high 

unemployment at this particular time and particularly as outlined by 

the member from LaPoile(Mr. ~ieary) this afternoon with respect to the 

young people in the age group from seventeen to twenty-five, I think it 

was, he was talked about, the tremendous high rate of unemployment among 

our young people, -I was wondering in view of this r.vhether or not the 

department has considered enlarging upon their manpo~1er training programmes. 

I wonder if there are goinf to be any new programmes, either by the 

Provincial Government or by the Federal Government or indeed by both, 

because there is certainly a need at this present time for an enlargement 

of our manpower training programmes. In view of the high unemployment 
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MR. LUSH: 

it is certainly important that we train our people during this period. 

Hopefully things are not going to remain the way they are right now, 

that there is going to be a demand for skills, there is going to be a 

demand for jobs in the future. And we certainly cannot relax on our 

efforts to provide manpower training programmes. It is my feeling that 

in a time of high unemployment that we should certainly enlarge upon 

these programmes. And rather than have our young people walking the 

roads and doing nothL~g, lots of idle time on their hands, then we 

should try to provide incentives to these people to come into our 

trade schools and train themselves to acquire skills and become ready 

for the job market. 

Just one other point, and this is with respect to the establishment 

of good labour relations in the Province',. an harmonious- climate, if you will, 

for industry, that certainly this has got to begin at i:J.ome. ~.nd -.Then I 

say begin at home, certainly the government must make sure that there 

are good relations with the public service. And, Xr. Chairman, I notice 

here in this report again it says that the government dealt with - let 

me see, I think there ~-1ere in the public service, they dealt with nine 

cases or there were nine cases referred to conciliation. Again, it does 

not say in this particular issue ':-Thether there were any strikes within the 

public service. But I am sure - would you again have -

MR. ROUSSEAU: This book here? 

Y!R. LUSH: Right. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes. 
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~"P-- PQFSSEAU: You knotv, there are c!ifferent sections. The one 

on the Public Service Collective Bargaining Act would be the one. 

~-· Ll:SH: 

~. :.TEARY: 

~'R. LUSH: 

I see nothing there -

--{Inaudible)'. 

Yes. But I see nothing there that refers to 

strikes. But we have come dangerously close in the public 

service. I suppose the most undesirable situation that He 

now face in the public service is the situation at \•Taterford, 

a strike tl~at is now going: into - what? - eighth or ninth r,reek. 

YP.. RIDE01'T: Eleventh. 

t-IT' .• ROPSSE.\F: February 18th. 

~'T . L lTSH : 0ne won0ers, Vr. Chairman, c-7hether or not, ;rou know, 

that this situation neec to be dragged out so long. I a-n not snre 

that I have the ans'•7ers to the govern!!'ent on this particular one, 

but one wonders whether a strike in the public service,partjcularly as it is 

related to a hospital performing indispensable services,almost~ to the 

public of this Province, and for a strike to continue so long\ As I have 

said I have no solutions to it, but I believe that again something 

should be c.one, something can be done to speed up the process. ~.Je 

came dangerously close to a strike with the teachers. And I believe 

that in a lot of the cases that before these cases reach - in the 

public service before they reach the conciliation process it is too 

long, that agreements have expired. And I believe this is again 

a great cause for strikes. Workers become irritaterl, they become 

amdous,·-11-ien chey realize that their contract has expired. T.his 

happened \·lith the teachers in ?articular. I believe that their ccntr:?.ct 

expired in Anpust. Anc1 t~e understanding Fas that the contract 

should have been ready - it expirerl in P..ugust, and then ready for Sp.,t-c!".ber . 

. And it was <vell up into the New-Y~~r before that r,·as settled, a period of -

~m_. PI"!:EOT."!': It is not settled yet. 

''P . RO\-TE : Pight, it is not settled yet. 
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~-· LUSH. But, at least, it is a paper settlement as far 

as the teachers are concerned, at least, and that is a question 

maybe the minister can answer for ~e. ~.Jha t time ~.Jill the teachers 

negotiations be signed, sealed and delivered? 

Anyway many of the negotiations in my opinion -

r 

they have expired 1 the contracts have expired before they get 

into the conciliation process, v.-+.ich is irritating to r.vorkers, 

~.;rhich certainly is aggravating, and I thinl~ is another cause 

for strikes. 

In cluing ur, ~~r. rhairrran, I l:Jelieve that 

the Department of ~anpower and Labour should ~e given a higher 

priority 1...rithin the expenditures of the Prmrince. I sincerely 

believe that in view of the tremendous a!T'ount of r.·rod: that has to 

be done in this Province in acauainting and familiarizing our people 

with the work of tmions, the process cf collective bargaining, 

and all of it that is associated \nth this, r,?ith the grievance 

procedure, things that the government have to be invol,;ed in, and 

in an educational programme, i£ you r,.;ill, in the 1-'.ig:h schools, in our 

trade schools, aca_uainting our people r..Jith the facts of unions and 

of collective bargaining and of informing our people of their 

rights and their privileges and of the vmole bit related to 

collective bargaining 1 I think thc.t in order to C.o this that 

the government certainly should assign a higher priority to the 

DeTJartment of Lacour and Yanpo-.;.rer. 

).fP_. CHAIP!f.P.N: The hon. !!'e!!lber for LaPoile. 

M"P ~TEAP.Y : ~A"r. Chairman, first of all, Sir, I r.vant to commend 

~y colleague here to my left for developing such a tremendous 

grasp of the department, the minister that the hen. gentleman is -

shadm·ling. ~,Jell most of the re!!larks of the hon. gentleman V-7 ere well 

thought out, and I think the han. gentlem~m !l'lace a very ~Jorth-Hhile 

contribution to the debate so far. I cannot say that I blame the 

han. gentleman for being concerned about 
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MR. NEARY: the lost time in this Province due to strikes, 

both legal and illegal strikes, and the number of man•hours 

involved. ~ would_estimates, Sir, that resulting from the number of 

man hours~ 1.5 million1 say~roughly man-hours that were lost, 

that cost the economy of this Province,I would ~ay~somewhere in. 

the vicinity of $6 million or $7 milliont that we will never recover. 

AN RON. ~~ER: (Inaudible) 

~. NEARY: Well there were 1.5 million man-hours lost as a result 

of these work stoppages. 

HR. ROBERTS : Unlawful or illegal ones. 

~ffi. NEARY: No, legal and illegal. And I would,you know,j ust 

a rough calculation off the top of my head -

~ffi. ROBERTS : Is that all the dollar value we lose? 

~.-NEARY: Well I would say probably around $7 million or 

$8 million maybe. 

MR.. ROUSSEAU: 

~1R. NEARY: 

You are talking about directincome, wages. 

I am talking about wages. Now this is only 

wages alone. Would it be more than that? 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh yes, in lost production · the Gross Provincial 

Product could take a real clip. 

MR. NEARY: No, ~vell I am just talking about wages now. 

Direct wages. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. NEA....~Y: 

Well let us say $5 an hour -

If you want to put it all together it would probably 

be up around $25 million or $30 million that we lost in ~reduction, 

sales tax, beer sales, licences and everything else. 

But no matter how you look at it, Sir, it is 

a tremendous loss to the economy of this Province, and ~ve can ill 

afford that kind of a loss. And my hon. friend was on a very good 

theme there in the beginning in asking questions, thi~~ing out 

loud. What can we do about this situation? Well I have been about three 

years now pushing my productivity council. I am not going to push it 
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MR. NEAH.Y: again tonight, It has been fed into the brain thrust 

down on eighth floor, the ~lanning and Priorities~and I will be 

anxious to see what comes out of the other end. I mean the -

I do not mean that in a crude way, 

MR. ROBERTS: That is maybe where it will come out, 

~R. NEARY: But that is probably where it will come out. 

So I am not going to dwell on that. Sir, 

except to say that most of the things.that the han. gentleman 

referred to, and the hon, ~initer who introduced his estimates 

referred to, most of the things would fall under the produc~~vity 

council. And a lot of it has to do with education, changing 

attitudes and impressing upon various groups that ~ith every 

privilege that they get goes a responsibility,and I think this 

is probably where the labour-management relationship in this 

Province has fallen down badly, 

Now up to now, S'ir, up to the present time I 

would say that people in authority, elected representatives of the 

people,have walked very ginge~y as far as labour-management relations 
t . 

are concerned, Everybody seems to be worried about the votes, You 

know,i£ you talk about this in this way~well you are going to lose 

so many votes. I£ you talk about it that way,somebody will attack 

you, you are going to lose a few votes,and consequently people in 

authority have had a tendency to back away from the problem. Everybody 

is afraid of it -because you might be accused of being anti-labour 

or anti-management, or anti-something else. And so we have, in my 

opinion, failed to come to grips with the problem, 

Mr. Chairman, the time may have come,you know, 

the tL~e may have come-- I am not saying that it has,but it may have, 

I would like to hear some members' views on this, especiallv thP 

minister's vier.vs. He need some pretty tough talking in this 

Province. Or we need to lay the law duwn when it needs to be laid 

down, when the law is broken.Ihere have been violations of the law~ 

whether it is caused by the employer or the employee, It is time, Sir, 
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MR. NEARY: that we acted as responsible people and carried 

out the responsibility that· has been placed on our shoulders, 

If v7e do not, MT. Chairman, then our whole: economy is going 

to be wrecked. 

It is like everything •J..se, Si:z;-, when you 

are talking about labour-management relations yQu are talking 

abou,t a few bad apples that can spoil the whole barrel. And 

' that happens in a good many cases. 

AN RON. MEMBER: en both sides. 

MR. JEARY: On both sides, Sir, I am not taking sides. 
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MR. NEARY: 

I am trying to be fair about it. And in a lot of cases, ~r. Chairman, 

I would say a lot of these cases where we had thirty-three- not in a lot 

of them, probably in most of them, the majority of them - where we have 

thirty-three illegal strikes, you will discover, Sir, that it is due 

mainly to irresponsibility either on the part of-the employer or on 

the part of some of the employees. And in some cases it is just the 

bullies, bullying their co-workers around, the loud-mouths getting 

their way and embarrassing their co-workers into doing things probably 

that they regret and that they are sorry for after. He had no lock

outs in 1976 according to the information that I have here, no lock

outs at all,which meant that the employers, although we had thirty-three 

illegal strikes, the employers did not use that section of the Labour 

Relations Act ~.;hereby they could have locked out their employees. It 

seems to be a rather odd situation, Sir. I do not know ~vhat the reason 

for it is. Perhaps the minister could tell us. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe now it is high time, Sir, that we as 

elected representatives of the people faced up to this situation, and 

develop a new philosophy, introduce some new thinking, some new ideas 

into industrial relations in this Province. I have got a few that I 

could throw out for the benefit of bon. members of the House. There 

are - Pardon? 

llR. J. CARTER: Are you going to keep me in suspense? 

~1R. NEARY: No, I am not going to keep the han. gentleman in suspense. 

He just got out of his savoury patch and I tvould not want to keep the han. 

gentleman on tender hooks very long. I am sure he must have had a hard 

day. He certainly did not spend much time in the House today 1 or any other 

day for that matter. As soon as the sun shines, Sir, the hon. gentleman 

disappears. If you get a bit of rain or a bit of snow the han. gentleman 

is back in his seat. 

MR. CARTER: \.;""hen the hon. gentleman from LaPoile (Hr. ~ieary) gets up that 

is when I leave. 
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MR. NEARY: The funny part about it, Sir, that is ,.,hen the hon. 

gentleman stays. 

Mr. Chairman, one idea it seems to me that would work fairly well 

in this Province, especially as far as our resource based industries are 

concerned, and I am thinking mainly about the fishery because tve are on 

the verge now of probably a new dawn in the fishery, a reawakening as 

far as the fishery is concerned, and we are right on the brink nm.; of 

entering into a new era as far as the fishery is concerned. And I believe, 

Sir, that profit sharing with the employees might be opportune at this 

time in this Province. It seems to have worked in some industries in 

the United States. I saw a programme on television about two weeks ago~ 

I ~elieve it was - I do not know if the hon. minister saw it - it was 

one of these people who make the pots and pans. What was the name of 

that company'? ~-las it not "~-?earever, <,.;as it'? Where'? 

AN RON. HEl·ffiER: (Inaudible.) 

HR. NEARY: No, well I forget the name of it now. But anyway here was 

an example of a company and its employees entering into a joint venture, 

entering into an agreement to share the profits of that company, to arrange 

loans at the bank so that the employees could become shareholders in the 

company. And then they >.;auld sit on the board of directors, the employees, 

ang they have equal say in the affairs of that ~ompany. They practically 

run the company, the employees. And anybody that saw that programme 

could not help but be impressed because the president of the company 

and the employees were on the same frequency. 

HR. J. CARTER: Any employees can draw shares from a large company. 

:1R. ~EARY: Hr. Chairman, that could only be a statement, Sir, of an ultra 

conservative, a capitalist. Any employee can buy shares in a big company! 

\fuere would he get the money to in the first place if he tvanted to buy 

the shares'? And I am not talking about gambling, Sir, like you would go 

to Las Vagas and play the slot machines and buy shares in a company and 

expect to -

HR. J. CARTER: Where is your friend getting the money to buy his shares, 
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MR. J. CARTER: 

the person you are talking about. He is getting a loan from the bank, 

backed by the company. It is the same thing. He has to repay the 

loan. 

MR. NEARY: No, I am 
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MR. NEARY: talking, Mr. Chairman, about a man say working for 

T.J. Hardy's Fish Plant out in Port aux Basques~having T.J. Hardy 

back a nete at the bank, Sir, he can go out and buy shares in the 

Newfoundland Light and Power Company and expect to get big dividends 

at the end of the year. The employees working for a given company -

MR. J. CARTER: Okay, the Avalaur.Telephone, .the Newfoundland Telephone. 

M&. NEARY: No, well let us take a fish plant which is -

MR. J ~ CARTER: Well, I am just putting the argument. 

MR. NEARY: _No,but the employees in actual fact own the company. 

MR. J. CARTER: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. J. CARTER! 

shareholders. 

MR. NEARY: 

But so do the shareholders. 

They are shareholders • They own the company. 

~e:z:.e._.i,a.._nothing to- prevent them. from becoming 

No, the only thing that is preventing.them, Sir, is 

that you would hav~ to indoctrinate all the business and industry 

in this Province into thinking this way and.then they would have to 

arrange,if their employees do not have the money,they would have to 

arrange the back notes for their employees to buy shares in the 

company. 

MR. J. CARTER: Who pays off the notes? 

MR. NEARY: The employees pay it off through -

MR. ROBERTS: Many of the companies in this Province are privately 

owned and you cannot buy shares in them. 

MR. NEARY: That is right, Sir. They are private companies. You 

cannot buy shares in them,as my bon. friend points out. 

MR. J. CARTER: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. J. CARTER: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. J. CARTER: 

MR. NEARY: 

doing it down in 

The larger companies are public. 

But it is a whole new idea. It is a whole new concept. 

It has been on the go for two hundred years. 

Beg your pardon? 

It has been on the go for two hundred years. 

It has been on the go. I believe Westinghouse has been 

the United States for some time and they have not had 
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MR. NEARY: a s.trike in years • 

AN HON. MEMBER: In 'West Germany. 

MR. NEARY: In 'West Germany. That is the example I was thinking 

about. They are doing it now on a wide scale in 'West Germany and it 

seems to be working fairly effective. · It is a good system and it is 

very unlikely that the employees would then go on stike because they 

would be striking against themselves. It is a good philasophy. It 

is excellent, Sir, and it is one of the alternatives to the present 

dilemma that we find ourselves in not only in Newfoundland but in 

Canada as a whole because the employees would have a tendency -

they would be motivated. They would have a tendency to work harder, 

produce more, have imput into the company, in the decision making 

process of that company. 

MR. J. CARTER: Would you suggest that the civil servants buy 

government bonds? 

MR. NEARY: No~but there is a formula 1by the way,that you can work 

out for employees in the public service. Mr. Chairman, this is 

something that can only be brought about by re-educating the 

employers and employees in this Province,and my hon. friend, 

the Minister of Fisheries, should keep this in the back of his 

mind in the future development of the fisheries in this Province. 

I believe, Sir, that the fish plant workers, the trawlermen, the 

fishermen,should all have shares. They should all be a part~ 

they should have some say in the companies that they are working 

for. Now that is not nationalization, far from it. 

MR. J. CARTER: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. J. CARTER: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

That is socialism. 

Well,it is socialism. It is reform. 

It is real genuine capitalism, 

National socialism. 

It is real capi t~lism. 

It is socialism in this respect,that it puts the resources 

mainly -~ the.. hands of the ordinary people. 

MR. NEARY: 
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MR. ROBERTS: It makes everybody a -capital_is__!,_s~--

MR. NEARY: It practically puts everybody on an equal footing. 

MR. ROBERTS: A share in every home 

MR. NEARY: Well, that is right. It is one good idea, Sir. It 

is working in West Germany. It is now catching on in Canada. It has 

been tried out for years in industry down in the United States and 

it is working pre·tty well. 

MR. J. CARTER: Let us hear another idea'Z 

MR. NEARY: Well, that is the only one I am going to throw at the 

minister tonight because the minister can only grasp one idea at a 

time and I would not - Not the minister. the member. 

MR. ROBERTS: Are you sure the minister can gras~ it? 

MR. NEARY: Well, I am not even sure if that got through to the 

bon. minister. But, Sir, it is -

MR. ROUSSEAU: Are you talking about me· or the member? 

MR. NEARY: No, the member. The other suggestion that I made~by the 

way,is re-educating our whole population, change the attitudes, indoctrination 

of the whole population of this Province because -

MR. J. CARTER: ' From what? 

MR. NEARY: From negative thinking to positive thinking. From 

Toryism to Liberalism. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the reason I say educate the whole 

population, Sir, is because we have,over the 
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Mr. Neary. 

years,we have developed a Santa Clause syndrome in this Province, 

that workers, as I have said before in this hon. House, that somehow 

or other people do not relate what they get in their pay cheque 

to what they produce, and that is bad. 

MR. J. CAF~ER: It is cut to pieces sure. 

~"F-. NEARY Sure, it is cut to pieces. And our productivity 

has been very bad in this Province, and our Cross Provincial Product 

is only going up by one or two per cent a year, and that is not 

enough. If we are going to continue to live high off the hog 

in this Province, if we are going to continue to enjoy all the 

goods and services that 1ve now take as a right, that we feel 

should not be earned, that the people think are their rights, if 

~ve are going to accept that, Sir, as a way of life, then we have 

to start producing more. ~.Je have to up our Gross Provincial Product 

to at least ten per cent or twelve per cent a year. Otherwise, 

Sir, we are going to go down the drain. And that is where the 

Provincial Productivity co,mcil comes in, and I cannot help but 

referring to it, because I do not know if han. members feel that 

1vhen I am talking about a Provincial Productivity Council, I am 

talking about industrial relations. I am not. I am talking about 

an organization made up of representatives of business and industry 

and labour, educationalists, professional people, small businessmen, 

big businessmen, an organization that will take a look at the 

economy of the Whole Province, recommend industries when they are 

feasible, when they think they are feasible. chan2e the neonle '!'I 

attitudes so that they will work harder for their ~rovince. We almost 

have to do tvbat the Japanese did after the T,•ar. You ~vould be unpatriotic 

if you did not produce for yo~r Province. The Japanese - they <vere 

indoctrinated in such a T·7aY that they -

~!R. J. C'ARTEP_: T!Jhat does the hon. member produce? 
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~~. NEARJI: Mr. Chairman, I do not think the hon. gentleman 

need worry about what I produce, because I do my work, and 

I think I do a pretty fair day's work for the pay that I get. 

I think I do. 

MR. J. C~_RTER: You should ~~tch the clock. 

~rp_. NEARY: And if the hon. gentleman only ~vorked one-tenth 

as hard as I did, the hon. gentleman would make a better 

contribution to this Legislature and to his district and to the 

people of this Province. 

HR • J . CAP.TER: You cannot get a cvord in edgewise here, sure_._ 

~. NEARY: Nr. Chairman, this is a pretty serious matter 

especially in times of high unemployrnent,inflation , and people 

have all kinds of problems. Young people cannot find jobs. 

When they go to look for a job · · they are asked how much experience 

they 
.. h 11 I h . \1 II s . b II . ave. ave no exper~ence. orry, no JO • We have tradesmen 

today in this Province - and let us see how funny the hon. gentleman 

thinks this is - we have tradesmen, electricians that are taking 

jobs today as labourers in this Province, because they cannot get 

jobs at their trades. It is a pretty serious situation, and this 

afternoon when I debated - and the hon. Premier ~ms not in his seat 

when I debated with the ~-'inister of Industrial Development the need 

to do something about helping young people to get that initial job 

experience that they need to find a per~~nent job. The minister 

got u-p,- - and took a negative attitude and told me why the govern'!T'.ent 

could not become involved at this particular point in time. Well 

over the next day or so I hope to be able to show the hon. gentleman 

and the administration things that the government can do, that will 

not cost all that much money, things that are already available to the 

administration, and it is only a matter of taking advantage of them, 

-
and now that the minister has a manpower training branch of his 

department, maybe the minister will take my advice and get more involved 

in programmes such as on the job training programmes ~vhereby Canada ~!an power 
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Mr. Neary. 

will pay sixty' per cent of the cost. The minister says 

they are. Well as far as I am concerned not enough~ because 

I have checked out the figures', and I know what the figures 

are for the past three years for on the job training. I am 

talking.about the sixty per cent p~id for by Canada Manpower 

and the forty per cent 
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MR. NEARY: 

programme paid by Canada Manpower. I do not know if the minister is 

aware of it or not, but the employers in this Province in 1973, 1974 

and 1975 and 1976 there was not one new apprenticeship programme 

started in this Province. Is the minister aware of that? There are 

a couple on the go now to be started in 1977. But not one apprentice

ship programme, one new programme was started in any of the years 

that I just mentioned. And the reason, Mr. Chairman, is that there 

is a surplus of tradesmen. The employers now do not have to run 

apprenticeship programmes. One time there was a turnover and they 

had to keep training young people. A young fellow came out of 

vocational school, come out of high school, out of the College of 

Trades and -went - to work as an apprentj,_ce_. __ Today __ -

HR.. CHAIRHAJ.'I': Order, please! 

r.m..~EARY: Just starting to get in full flight, Mr. Chairman. 

MR.. CHAIRMAN: The hon. minister. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The questions, unless somebody else has any other points, 

some of the points raised- the hon. member from Terra Nova(Mr. Lush), 

first I presume he is within listening distance, brought up some very 

interesting points. The causes of illegal strikes are pretty difficult 

to define. Of course,_ there are situations,as the hon. member from 

LaPoile(Mr. Neary) referred to~in which there are employers in this 

Province operating under assumptions that were probably in the 

nineteenth century. And there were also, of course, labour unions 

in the Province whose leaders are not in keeping with the general high 

level of trade unionism that the Province should have. There are causes 

on both sides. But normally, Mr. Chairman, the illegal strikes that happen 

in this Province do not happen on an issue. They happen after weeks and 

months and maybe years of frustration on the part of the working force. 

There may be some small straw that breaks the camel's back, something 

that is significant which causes the illegal ~.;alkout. 
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:t--!R.. ROUSSEAU: 

The han. member from Terra Nova(Mr. Lush) asks what we were doing. 

Well as I suggested when we were going down, there may be a little more 

time to it, is the question of the labour-management committees in 

v1hich there is funding there for that. And this is a situation whereby 

on the request of ~ither labour or management the department will 

provide an independent chairman. And in order to equalize it we ask 

the union and management to pay one-third and government pays t:Wo-:_thirds • 

. ~d normally there are ongoing meetings of maybe weekly or monthly at 

the beginning, maybe every quarter or semi annually as the process 

develops in which an independent man sits down between labour and 

management and attempts to work out some of the grievances, some of 

the problems that might result in an illegal work stoppage at some 

point in the future. Of course, it is in no way intended to replace the 

conciliation or the arbitration process in the collective agreement nor 

any aspect of the collective agreement. But it has certainly been 

useful to it in some instances. Unfortunately, it has not over the 

past couple of years met with the amount of success we think it should 

meet with. We think it is a good tool. We think it is a most useful 

aspect in management labour negotiations through the life of a 

collective agreement. Certainly we stand prepared at any point to 

assist both labour and management in this very important aspect of 

labour management relations in the Province. Also ~.;re have· now, we have 

recertified our conciliation officers who are doing a fine job. And 

while there 

MR. ~.,TEARY: The minister said recertify them. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Recertify them on a different level. We have different 

levels now. We have what tve call a labour conciliation officers two. 

We have two of them in which these two people are senior, more expert. 
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MR.. ROUS·SEAU: 

And what they do is they are available to the· Province in a consultative 

manner. 

MR. NEARY: They are the heavyWeights:-- -- . - - ---
~. ROUSSEAU: Yes, and they are available in a consultat·ive msnner. 

And as. of course, as our _ c<?,nci.,J.iat:lon officers at the one level get 

AN HON.,. MEMBER.: Who ar~ the two? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Cyril Churcllill and I think Howard Noseworthy. 'Ihey 

are both senior people. But I know Cyril Churchill is • I would have 

to find the other one the1re. 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: :Butr,anyway these two people a~e available across 

-to~employers and employees in assisting them in respect tp 

forestalling-Dan Seymour out in Corner Brook and Cyril Churchill 

here, two senior officers. They are available:..:. thi~ is 

certainly helpful in forestalling this sort of situation. I 

might say that we have a large number of· conciliation officers 

now we are doing a fine job. We have some in 

AN .HON .MEMBER: (inaudible) 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Well one must assume that one never knows when a wildcat 

is going to occur and a legal. stoppage,whatever it may be. These 

people are ava·ilable to industry or to employees should they request 

on a union basis to sit down at this particular problem which might 

arise before the situation occursd. So we have the two, we have the 

senior conciliation ::~fficers in the department and we have the 

labour management committee and like I say it is one-third costing 

between the government and the union and the employer so these three 

have a vested interest in it. These are the sort of things that we 

have ·came up with in an attempt to stop the illegal work stoppages. 

-The han. member from Terra Nova mentioned them, while there were-

33 there were 18,000 man-days lost. I do not have the man hours. 

The correct figures $1.5 million for hours lost. The breakaown, 

there were 15 legal strikes and 167,666 man-days lost. The 33 

illegal strikes that the han. member referred to is resulted in a 

loss- of 18,187. That was in 1976. All of this I think occurred 

during 1976, 1975 there was a total of 68 but the figures were just 

about the same two to one, two illegals to every legal. The figures 

of course were just about proportionate there were 333,000 man days 

lost in 1975 as the result of legal strikes and only 15,000 lost 

as a result of illegal strikes. I say only 15, 000 is too many but 

the relationship is pretty consistent in respect to -

. -- - .:. 
~.HON.MEMBER: --(~na~dible). 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Very short. But again of course as the hon. member 

suggested it is a difficult thing. The only thing I can say is this 
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MR.ROUSSEAU: I do not condone -iii~ai_:~ 

~~ .RON'.MEMBER: (Inaudi~l~e-'-)_. ____ _ 

MR.ROUSSEAU: It was the one a couple of years ago. 

MR.ROBERTS: It has been in about 8 Throne Speeches.! mean,when is 

it going to be held, or is it called off? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: r do not know. 

MR • ROBERTS : The minister is the minister. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes, but you know, it was something that was planned 

and just never .came about because - actually it never came about 

becasue there was certain -

MR.ROBERTS: Beaause it was never planned. 

MR.ROUSSEAU: It was planned but there were sertain problems involved~ 

there were certain diplomatic methods of doing this that were not 

followed and there ~~ certain~problems -

MR. ROBERTS: 
.,. . 

Like a half-baked ~dea that became unbaked when they lookes 

at it. 

MR.ROUSSEAU: No, well there were; certain problems involved anyway. 

MR.ROBERTS: But· it is dead nowi I mean~it is 

MR..ROUSSEAU: No, not necessarily no 

MR..ROBERTS: It may not be buried,but it is>:dead. 

MR.ROUSSEAU:~.L Yes , pretty well. 

MR.ROBERTS: You know what happens when they are dead but not buried. 

MR.ROUSSEAU: Conferences are necessary and useful,you know. This week 

we are supposed to have in May a conference of manpower ministers and 

in the fall we had the occupational health and safety 

MR. ROBERTS : That will be a useful one if something comes out of it. 

}1R..ROUSSEAU: It will and I hope that- by the way,that was not brought up. 

I am sure the han. member for Windsor Bu~~ans and the han. member for Baie Verte 

White Bay will want to talk about that. As the Ron. Leader of the 

Opposition suggested with the Labour Standards Act,it is window dressing~ 

it is to some extent bttt I think there are some new ideas in that that 

while it is merely a consolidation of existing labour legislation it will 

effect the proclamation of a couple of pieces of legislation 
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MR..!IDBERTS: A longer gestation period than. an e~ephaut; an ~ephant 

takes eighteen months to reproduce. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: YOU- know, it is a long time coming. The only thing I 

can say is· maybe, the mistake has· been made and that we have been 

co.nsulting with people and that is where the problem lies u -~--.i . -----
MR:.RoBERTS; That is not why the Labour Standards Act has been held up. 

MR.. ROUSSEAU: I' know with the Labour Relations Act-

MR..ROBERTS: We are going to make it wi.th Standards,not Labour Relations. 

MR..ROUSSEAU: Oh, Labour Standards Act was a consolidation of a lot 

of Acts and there is a lot of tidying up,as the Ron. Leader of the 

Opposition knows.,with respect to la:nguage 

tdit. ROBERTS : Most of those· Acts Bill Keough put on the 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: Yes, it is a big job in consolidation. The same 

as the suggestion I made to the hon. member for Baie Verte -

White Bay (Mr. Rideout), the consolidation of all occupational 

health and safety. That is ongoing but that is a mammoth __ -~----

too. 

MR. ROBERTS: Policy issues in occupational health. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Now I hope to have a report,May or June, that is 

the annual five year -ove-ral.i report and they are finished 

the hearings a.nd the report is now being drafted and I am 

told that sometime late this month or in June we should have 

the copy and that will be tabled in the House. That will be 

public information. But they are in the process now of 

formulating the poli~ as a result of the hearing and I 

presume we will put it to writing and sometime late this 

month or in June that I anticipate having this report. 

The question of education is certainly 

an important one as my colleague the hon. Minister of Education 

mentioned. We are doing same in the schools. We have a number 

of pieces of literature and information that would be available 

but again I would say yes, there is no question about it if 

people do not understand the very complicated process of 

conciliation, and arbitration,mediation. There is a number of 

J?roblems. 

Conciliation is really basically a situation 

where the individuals that we have in the department, and we have 

a request from either - normally from labour but sometimes from 

management, requesting a conciliation board because they cannot 

come together on a new collective agreement. Standard operating 

procedure is that the minister appoints a conciliation officer 

and from the time of the request there is a time period of 

fifteen days in which the minister may let the request lapse 

so that the union is then in a position to strike within seven 

days or normally what the minister does is appoint a conciliation 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: officer immediately. A. __ conciliation officer 

normally takes a couple of weeks, has some meetings then 

makes a recommendation through the Assistant Deputy Minister 

of Industrial Relations, to the Deputy Minister, and to 

the Minister in respect of whether or not a conciliation 

board would be useful. 

The only time a conciliation board 

would be appointed is if there was some use to it. And that 

was normally when people are pretty - you know people 

NM- 2 

are a dollar apart and quite a ways apart in other fringe 

benefits and issues involved in the strike of course, an 

appointment is not made and the legal strike is then permitted 

within seven days but the conciliation officer normally remains 

in contact with the parties and many times of course a 

settlement is brought about. The process of arbitration 

of course is a different process and complicated as well. 

One of the big points the hen. member 

from Terra Nova (Mr. Lush) raised and the member from LaPoile 

(Mr. Neary) --is the question of ma.np9Wer and manpower training. 

Imagine a manpower training programme - first of all we have 

·been in almost continuous contact with the hon. Mr. Cullen, 

the Federal Minister of Manpower, requesting more funds and I have 

to say that Mr. Cullen has been more than co-operative., while 

we have not agreed on the amount of money and I do not think 

we every will. We do not think we are getting enough. I think 

he has been understanding of the problem and I certainly think 

that Mr. Cullen's department has been very co-operative.-

MR. ROBERTS: Best minister they have had since 

MR. ROUSSEAU: - the past few days in the Stephenville situation, 

in making his people available. I went up to Labrador City - Wabush 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: and the number of people ._we_ have __ up there 

and brought up on this industrial training programme which 

I hope we can get into in much greater detail. Our problem 

is a simple one in manpower training. The question of dollars 

this year and I think may b~ hon. members might be interested 

in theserfigures and I am sure that the hon. member for 

LaPoile (Mr. Neary) will be interested in these figures and 

the hon. member for Burgeo- Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons). 

This is the manpm.;er training allocation 

funds and we are constantly in argument. I have correspondence 

and I do not think the correspondence is such that it would 

create any great furor. I would rather not table them but if 

the hon. members would like to have me table the correspondence 

we have had with Mr. Cullen· I would like to do that but I think 

v7hat is -

~1R. ROBERTS: Go ahead and table it. 

~-1R. ROUSSEAU: It is available, which I do not have here but 

I have it in mv office. 

MR. ROBERTS: . You have teased us this far, table it now. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Pardon. 

MR. ROBERTS: You have teased us, table it. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: No, no. But I say if they want it I do not have 

it here but I can get it and table it. 

MR. ROBERTS: Bring it up tomorrow morning. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: But the problem we have is a simple one and I am 

talking now about both instructional institional training 

allocation and the industrial training allocation which the han. 

member for LaPoile referred to, which indeed is a sixty - forty 

programme, but. may be up to seventy-five per cent for handicapped 

people. _Instead of sixty you can get up to seventy-five per cent. 

Also the programme referred to as the 

Unemployment Insurance Recipients, which we have had over the past 

couple of years and you know in more time probably we can get into 

more detail on that. The unfortunate problem is that our money is 

----- ·- ----- - -
going down this year from last year. Last year ~ve ~ad_ about S45.2RR .... 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: 

This year we are only going to have $15,438. It is 

not very much, by the way, but it is $20,000 on 

$15 million, but the principle is, of course, applied 

that the amount of money we are going to get will be 

lower. 

Also this training programme 

for unemployment insurance recipients, where they can 

still maintain their unemp~oyment insurance benefits 

and we are topped up so the manpower training programme 

is going to be discontinued. 

Now Mr. Cullen just wrote me 

a couple of days ago and gave $140,000 to finish off 

the programme for this year, but it is being discontinued. 

We had hoped - it was a pilot project in this Province 

and it might be applied across Canada. We thought it 

was a very good programme but unfortunately it is 

going to be phased out. 

So really what happens is the 

amoupt if going from $15.45 million to $14.43 million~ 

which is a decrease in the amount of money and will 

result in a great decrease in the amount of training 

days. Because what is happening is the administrative 

cost and the cost of materials are going up and the 

amount of money is not changing so therefore the amount 

of training days go down. Unfortunately we have gone 

from - 1975-76 we had 718,000 training days, in 1976 -

1977 we had 653,000,which was a decrease of some 60,000 

training days; and this year we have 590,000 - that is 

an estimate - which is about 60,000 less again. And 

we have been arguing and fighting with Ottawa .~bout it 

and,as I say, I will table the correspondence on this 

for hon. members. 

The amount of money is not 

sufficient in this Province. We need more money for 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: training but it is just not 

there. We are constantly in communication with the 

federal government on it and the Manpower Training 

Programme, but it is unfortunate that within the two 

year period that actually we have lost almost 

two hundred-and-some-odd training days in Manpower 

Training allocations. That this Province cannot 

afford. We are hopeful -

MR. NEARY: Can you make that available? 

t~. ROUSSEAU: Yes, I can make it available 

towards the end because I may need it again to refer to. 

It is unfortunate but the amount of money is not there. 

We would like to talk to the 

federal government more too on their job creation 

projects. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Does the han. minister wish to 

adjourn the debate. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Okay, I move the adjournment 

of the debate, Mr. Chairman. 

On motion that the Committee 

rise, report progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr. 

Speaker returned to the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of 

the Whole have considered the matters to them referred 

and have directed me to report having passed estimates 

of expenditure under Heading IX, all items without 

amendment and to have made further progress and ask 

leave to sit again. 

On motion report received and 

adopted, Committee or~ered to sit again on tomorrow. 

On motion the House at its 

rising adjourned until tomorrow Friday, May 6, 1976, 

at 10:00 a.m. 


