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The House met at 3:00P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon . the Premier. 

PRElUER MOORES: Sir, I am happy to announce 

that the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador is to be 

the recipient of a most significant award by The Publ!c 

Relations Society of America. With seventy-six Chapters 

and a membership of 7, 800, The Public Rela.tions Society 

of America is regarded as the most prestigious body of 

its kind in the world today. The award- known as the 

Silver Anvil- is given for outstanding public relations 

programmes and they are the counterpart.in North America 

in the public relations business of Hollywood's Oscar 

awards in the entertainment industry. 

Mr. Speaker, according to The 
• 

Public Relaiion~ Society of ' Am~rica, the Newfoundlan~ and 

Labrador campaign in defence of the annual seal hunt was 

the best public relations programme to be undertaken by 

any government during the twelve month period under review 

in North America this year. 

This award will be presented 

tomorrow in Houston, Texas, and accepting it on behalf of 

the Province will be the member for Grand Falls, 

Mr. John Lundrigan who played a prominent part in that 

campaign. 

The Newfoundland and Labrador 

entry was one of 336 considered in 9 different categories 

embracing governments, trade associations, non-profit 

organizations and business and industry to win the 

coveted -Silver Anvil Award. 
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PREMIER MOORES: Hon. members will recall 

that the Province's defence of the harp seal fishery 

was initiated earlier this year to place the true facts 

of the manner in which the fishery is conducted and the 

economic reasons for it before a public,in Europe as 

well as North America. It was basically considered an 

inhumane, economically unnecessary project, and in fact, 

it was said that it wa; a threat to the survival of the 

harp seal as a species. Propagation of these reports 

had led to legislation, actual and proposed, in several 

countries against importation of harp seal pelts, thus 

threatening the livelihood of the fishermen and had 

being branded as savages for permitting. the fishery even 

I 

l 
resulted in Newfoundlanders and even Canadians generally 

to exist. 

Disturbed by these accusations, 

the government contacted the public relations firm-

Quantum Publications, and instructed them to put together 

a team of highly reputable authorities in marine biology, 

environmental studies, fisheries, and animal protection. 

And I think, Sir, the members of that team, people such 

as Mr. Mac Mercer, Mr. Tom Hughes, Mr. Harry Rowsell, 

Mr. Joe Mcinnes, and the others who partook in that 

particular exercise are well known to this House - the 

team,which I had the privilege of heading on some occasions, 

as did the Minister of Fisheries on others, and the 

member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan). 

Press conferences and public 

meetings were held in a score of cities in Canada and the 

United States and also in Western Europe to state the case 

for the seal fishery and to rebut the accusations against 

it. 

I 
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PREMIER MOORES: One of the immediate, and 

I suppose, Sir, one of the most striking results of 

the defence - and I would say, Sir, at this time as well, 

groups like the Mummers Troupe, who deserve tremendous 

commendation for their particular part in this, and 

others as well - but the results of the defence of the 

seal hunt this year came in a g-allop poll about the 

harp seal fishery taken in Canada in Marc~ I~ showed 

that 51 per cent of Canadians favoured the fishery being 

continued,compared to 29 per cent in a poll a year 

previously, and that the number opposing the fishery had 

fallen to 35 per cent compared to 65 per cent the year 

before. 

Associated with QUANTUM were 

two affiliated companies including Development Cotmsellors 

International of New York-in the United States and 

Ketchum International of L~n~on, England, in Europe. 

And ~ think, Sir, it is not 

a matter of just pride that this government has that we 

have been designated as having the best public relations 

programme of any government in North America on a special 

project . - I think it is a project, Sir, that all members 

on all sides of the House were glad not only to take part 

in, but to defend, and it is one from Newfoundland's 

point of view that I am very glad to announce the recognition 

of that today. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the 

Opposition. 

MR. W. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, just to say a few 

brief words on this. 

First of all, the PR Society 

of North America - are they a professional group? Is that 
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MIL W. ROWE: an association or a society 

of professional PR firms, or exactly what is it? 

PREMIER MOORES: As I understand it, Sir, it 

is all the public relations firms and advertising firms 

of North America which is an association they have, 

t heir own national executive, which basically are 

non-par tisan as far as PR purposes are concerned . I would 

suggest that McConnell's. Goldfarb and all these 

gentlemen would be part of it. 

AN HON . MEMBER: likely to see all 

kinds of money pumped into -

HR. W. ROWE: The reason I asked that question, 

Sir, is without derogating from the merits of the award and 

so on, I would assume that The Public Relations Sor.t .. rv nf 

North America are delighted to see loes of money spen t in 

PR activities. I mean, we should realize that fact right 

off the bat, Sir. Certainly, a professional group, 

whether it be lawyers, doctors, engineers, PR men 

~adison Avenue, they certainly like to see activities which 

go to 
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Mr. W. Rowe: the lining of their own coffers with something a 

little bit thicker on a day to day basis. 

But, Sir, aside altogether from that there are 

one or two points that should be made. I hope the government has 

learned some lessons from the PR activity which took place last 

year, during the Spring this year rather and during the Spring of the 

year leading up to the seal hunt and during the seal hunt. One of 

the things that they should learn, I think, Mr. Speaker,it would be 

fair to say, is that one aspect of the PR effort was certainly counter

productive, and that was this circus-like atmosphere which was provided 

by the government in various of the major cities in North America and 

in Europe which provided, in my view, and this has been stated publicly 

a number of times as well by other people, provided a forum for every 

lunatic in North America, and in Europe, for every peripheral type 

or group in North America or in Europe, Sir, who wanted to get in on

get a little bit of publicity himself for his own lunatic cause, whether 

it was anti-seal hunting or anti-this or anti-that, th~t particular 

aspect of it. 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) • 

MR. W. ROWE: Anything, Sir. That particular aspect of it, I think, 

was probably counter productive and unfortunate. Now I am not blaming 

the government for it. They probably did it with the best of intentions 

with complete sincerity, and with the idea,obviously7 of enhancing the 

seal hunt as an institution and getting rid of the adverse publicity 

and the slanderous accusations in association with it. But I do hope 

that the government has learned a lesson from that aspect of it, the 

providing of a forum for every lunatic individual and every lunatic group 

in the world to get a little bit of publicity at our expense, both our 

expense in terms of dignity and our expense in terms of money. 

M"R.. NOLAN: Unknown malcontents. 

MR. W. ROWE: That is right every malcontent, every peripheral, 

marginal malcontent, in the world, Sir, was attracted by that, and got 

probably as much publicity out of it or more than the Premier himself. 
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MR. ROWE: For example, Sir, one hundred thousand words 

cannot counteract the bias shown by one station where they showed fifteen 

seconds of a cute little white coat being clobbered over the head. And 

if you are going to get that kind of bias attracted to your PR campai~n 

then you are bound to lose because the imagery , there, Mr. Speaker, 

the imagery ,'there is far more effective than the reasonable words which 

are uttered in defense of that activity. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I must point out to the hon. gentleman that rules would 

not allow me to allow him to debate the merits or demerits of the 

particular campaign, but merely -

MR. NEARY: By leave! 

MR. SPEAKER: to comment upon the statement just made . 

MR. NEARY: By leave, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. w. ROWE: All right, Mr. Speaker, there is no leave necessary. 

I will clue up my remarks now very quickly by saying 'that now one other 

aspect of the PR activity, and this is where I believe the award is 

merited, Mr. Speaker, and that is the funding of the Mummers Group, both 

in this Province and outside the Province to put on the magnificent 

spectacle, the magnificent play -

MR. SIMMONS: On a point of order, Mr, Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR. SIMMONS: My apologizes to my colle4gue, the Leader of the 

Opposition but I continue to be harassed by- I was going to say the dimwit, 

but that is wrong, Mr. Speaker- the Minister of Municipal Affairs. I am 

trying to hear what my colleague is saying. I know without even 

listening it is much more intelligent than what the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs is saying but that is another issue. But I am being harassed 

across the floor, being called names, and I would ask the Speaker to ask 

him to be silent so I can hear what my colleague -

MR.NEARY: Is it parliamentary or unparliamentary? 

MR. SIMMONS: Well what he is saying is very unparliamentary, 

but that is very becoming of him. But he is interrupting, Mr. Speaker, 

unduly. I am trying to hear what my colleague is saying on this subject. 
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Mr. Simmons: We have listened with interest to the Premier. 

And I believe my colleague should be accorded the same privilege of 

being heard in silence. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SIMMONS: That is not the case now thanks to the 

harassment we are getting as usual from the Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Housing. 

MR. DINN: 

The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, to that point of order. 

There was no name calling across the floor that I could ascertain. The 

only name that I just heard was the hon. member in his point of order. 

He is continually delaying the activities in this House by this kind of 

activity. And there is no point of order. It is specious, spurious, 

and ridiculous, and stupid. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

~TJINN: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

to speak -

Order, please! 

The point made hv the hon.

And undignified. 

-gentleman to my right that every hon. member has a right 

- SOME RON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! - without interruption is 

a valid one . I can say no more than that because I did not hear anything 

which is alleged to have transpired. But the rule is that every hon. 

member has the right to speaker without interruption. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 

MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. W. ROWE: 

Hear, hear! 

The hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, if I may speak 
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i!R. W. ROWE: to t!1e point again, tZ:!e a1vard 

if it is merited at all, and I believe it is, is merited for this 

reason and this reason alone, that the ~fummers Troop went 

throughout this nation, CanaC:a, and received, Sir, no matter 

how hostile a review it might have been in any particular 

case, and there were no really hostile vie~.;s, were given a great 

deal of credit, viere treated with respect and their message, thE 

message they put across was admired by critics and audiences 

everywhere in this nation. They got rave reviews in many 

cases. 

Eere in St. John's itself, Sir, 

and in St. Anthony where I happened to have seen it during the 

seal hunt, it was received, Sir, by our own people 1dth something 

more than rave reviews and a rave reception, ~r. Speaker, it ~vas 

something which touched the heart and soul of the Province itself. 

And, Sir, I think a very valuable thing because it lent itself 

to the dignity of the people in rural Newfoundland and the dignity 

they feel and the sort of identity they have for the seal hunt 

and other activities close to the sea and close to our environment. 

So, Sir, I would say that this 

award is merited because of the support given by the government 

to the ~ummers Troop, but not on the other grounds which we 

saw - tha other activities which we saw the government involving 

itself in. ~~d let me conclude my remarks, Sir, by a special 

plea on behalf of the ~~u111mers Troop. I have talked to various 

members of the Troop, including the man who heads it up, and , ... ho 

does a lot of the organizing and a lot of writll.ng for it, and, Sir, 

I told him that 0::1 the first opportunity I ~Youlci privately and publicly 

support the efforts of the ~1ummers Troop both in this regard and in 

other regards as lvell, and ask that the government help out, not by 

~Yay of a handout but by way of a legitimate and reasonable subsidy, 

help out other activities of this tremendous troop, Sir, this credit 

to Ne1vfoundland and to all Nmvfoundlanders. And Sir, I do hope 

'. 

I 

I~ 



i!ay 17, 1978 Tape No. 3264 ~~·~ - 2 

'!P.. 'JI. ROWE : that the government can 

see its way clear to help out this tremendous body of 

actors-, this troop of players, the c1Ullll!lers Troop. And, Sir, 

as I say, the award, if it is merited, is merited solely 

because, or principly because the Mummers Troop did such a 

tremendous job in getting the message across to the rest 

of Canada. And if this poll as indica~e~ by the Premier 

is accurate then I would say, Sir, that a great deal, perhaps 

the lion's share of the credit is due to the efforts and 

activities of this troop, Sir, not only as far as the people 

who saw their actual play is concerned, Sir, but the word lvhich 

spread far and wide throughout this country as a result of 

their tremendous visual activities on the stage across this 

~!at ion and in -this Province, Sir, and they deserve, the i·!U!!'.!l!ers 

Troop deserves a great deal of the credit for this particular 

award. 

MR. SPEAKER: Before recognizing the hon. 

Minister of Fisheries I >vould welcome to the House on behalf 

of all hon. members two groups of students; ten students from 

grades five and seven from the John Christian Aichart Memorial 

School at Makkovil:, Labrador, accompanied by their teacher 

~r. Henderson, and also eight students from grades six to 

nine from the Boys School at 1-Thitbourne, accompanied bv 

tlvo teac!lers, Mr. Nicholl and Mr. Reid. I know all ;lon. 

mew.bers io:in me in 1>1elcoming both grouos of stt:dents and 

their teachers to the House of Assembly. 

sam: RON. HEllBERS: Hear, hear! 

:m.. SPEAKER: The han. 1!inister of Fisheries. 

~ffi.. H. CARTER: Hr. Spea1-.er, I am please<.l to announce 

today the setting up of an advisor; committee to e'•amine government 1 s 

policy regarding the issuing of fish processors licences. T:1is 

co=ittae, "hich ~>~ill be made up of representatives of t!1e fresh a..."ld 

salt fish processing sectors, the Fishermen's Union, the Department 

of Fisheries, will reconunend changes in the policy, if necessary, 

i 
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:::R. W. CARTER: ~d recommend a set of suiuelines 

which .depari:went<ll personnel ~Nould use. in assessiag applications 

for processors l i cences. 

I should point out that in 1974 

the Depart:ment adopted a policy which restricted the issuing 

of processors licences because of the problems in the industry, 

partictila.rly the depletion o.f fish. stocks and t:he -aeed for 

gov~rnment financial suppor~ t o thP. industry. 

T!lis ?Olley, :1r . Speaker, should 

be examined in terms of the current situation· fish stacY~ are 

improving, the catching effort is surging , markets are strong 

and private capital is available for investment . 

I 

.. .. 
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HR. W. CAR:rER: Government's policy regarding the issuing of 

processors licenses will have to be carefully examined because of the 

number of companies and individuals wishing to get involved in the fish 

processing business. This policy should insure an orderly and controlled 

approach to fish processing in the Province. 

I am happy to announce, Hr. Speaker, that members 

!. ' of the committee are as follows; Mr. W ·i!lu~) 0' Brien1 President of the 

Fisheries Association of Newfoundland and Labrador; David Hiscock in the 

Salt Fish Processors Association; Mr. Stratford Canning from the Newfoundland 

Fishermen Food and Allied Workers Union; Mr. Leslie Dean and Hr. Harvey 

Best from the Provincial Department of Fisheries. l1r. Best will act as 

chairman of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker, in making this announcement I want 

to - publiclv express my appreciation and sincere thanks to people in the 

Fish Processors Association, the Salt Fish Association and the members of 

the Fishermen's Union and others. These associations have willingly 

seconded to the department and to various committees appointed by the 

department to investigate certain areas of responsibility within the 

fishing industry and have served willingly and without any pay on a number 

of committees assisting us in our efforts to put together a more progressive 

policy in matters dealing with, in this case, the issuing of licences and, 

of course,in other areas of the jurisdiction as well. So I am deeply 

grateful to these people for their obvious willingness to serve on these 

committees. 

The hon. member for LaPoile. 

i.fR. NEARY: The hon. Minister of Fisheries is a great hand, 

Sir, for making Ministerial Statements and pumping out press releases. The 

announcement that the hon. gentleman just made, Sir, has to do with 

processors licencing. It is a good thing, Mr. Speaker, to set up this 

committee of people outside, most of them are from outside of the public 

service, outside of government and they seem to be a pretty good cro~d, 

Sir, that the minister has lined up. It is unfortunate indeed that the 
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I!IR, NEARY: government does not have a realistic fishery policy, that 

we could not get a policy when the minister was doing his estimates. 

Now, it is sort of on a hit and miss basis, We are getting Ministerial Stater:.ents 

just about every day. Ihe minister manages to keep himself out of the heat 

of battle, sits in his seat and remains quite while all the other ministers 

are under attack but makes Hinist~rial Statements once in a"t>Jhile 

As I say, Sir, it is too bad that the minister could not 

unvail a short-term and a long-term policy for the development of the 

fishery because things are changing.As the minister said, Mr. Speaker, 

fish today is like gold dust and everybody but everybody wants to get 

into the fishery, wants to start processing fish. It has to be done in 

an orderly fashion. I hope that people like Mr. Hurley who wanted to set 

up dO" .. <U in Argentia, down on the North side of the Argentia Naval Base, 

will now,as a result of the action taken by the ministe~ be able 

to get his licence in a hurry. 

Mr. Speaker, I might say that we on this side of the 

House feel that the fishery is - if I could just get my hen. frien~ here, 

Sir, I find I cannot listen and talk at the same time, I have lost 

my trend of thought. But, Sir, we believe that the licencing of processing 

plants should be done in an orderly fashion, that the government should 

not concentrated all its efforts on big fish plants, that the price is 

up on fish today and everybody wants to get into the fishing industry 

and rightly so. The economy of the Province seems to have reversed itself, 

Mr. Speaker, Since Confederation prosperity in Newfoundland was in the 

urban centers, mainly because of the boom in the construction industry. 

Now we have a slump in the construction industry and we have a boom in the 

rural parts of the Province due mainly to the fishery. The economy of the 

Province has reversed itself, in my opinion. Wherever you have a fish plant 

today you have prosperity. So I think it is a good idea before licencing 

fish olants en masse that it be done in an orderly fashion. And I am sure 

that the members of the committee which the minister just read out for us 

will do a good job in t~~t regard, 

l 
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c·:IL SPEAKER: The han. 'linister of Recreation 

and Rehabilitation. 

HR. RICKEY: l!r. Speaker, I wish to bring to 

the attention of the han. House ,.nd throu1th it the 2 eneral ouhlic 

the opening of a craft exhibition in St. !1ary's Hall today, 

and an official opening tonight, of a craft exhibition which 

has in it something more than 1,000 items produced by 

senior citizens on the Avalon Peninsula. 

I would invite all han. members, 

~lr. Speaker, to visit the exhibition and see the fine work done 

by our senior citizens in the Province. 

HR. NEARY: It was on the radio all morning. 

!!R. HICF'.EY: While I am on my feet, !!r. Speaker, 

and in this same area, I would like to inform the House as ~;ell 

that government has seen fit to designate a week in June as 

Senior Citizens Week this year. I have uritten the mayors 

of all municiralities in ~he Province asking them to recognize 

the tremendous contribution to this Province in so many ways 

by its senior citizens and to do whatever they can to make life 

a little more pleasant for the people who live in their area. 

Once again I invite all han. 

members and I hope that the general public will take time out 

to visit St. ~1ary's Hall to see a real fine effort by those 

senior citizens in terms of this craft exhibition. 

SOHE HON. ~~IBERS: Hear, hear~ 

PRESENTING PETITIONS : 

~fit. SPEAKER: The han. member for Eagle River. 

"HR. STRACHAN: ~r. Speaker, I beg leave to present 

a petition of the required number of names on behalf of people 

in Labrador ~'ho have been petitioning for some time, and have been 

calling for some time on the building of roads in Labrador, not only 

in my own district but also in the district of ~askaupi and also in 

Labrador Hest district. 
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~llt. STRACHAN: The recent situation, 

Hr. Speaker, concerning the road being built by Quebec, 

whicl1 has been built by Quebec, is being built by Quebec 

even though it has been stopped at the moment, constitutes 

a problem for the people in Labrador West because it is in 

essence -the road is the Freedom Road through lJestern Labrador 

to Quebec. It ~•ill allow the people in Western Labrador to 

then travel on to Montreal. It will also cause economic 

and trade and p!1ysical links with v:estern Labrudor and t he 

rest: of LabraG.or, eventually, through to Quel.Jec and I thi:iJ.l~ it 

is a very serious situation where Quebec in some uays are beating 

us to ti1e gun, beating us to the punch. They are building 

roaG.s trying to, as I have stated before, throu.g~ econonic 

colonization obtain Labrador if not in a physical means, as 

;;re discussed this morning with the member for Nasl.<aupi 

(l1r. Goudie), if not by physical means certainly obtain Labrador 

by economic colonization, by slowly infiltrating and allowing 

business, instead of coming ta this Provi:u.ce, and throug~1 the 

other parts of this Province, to move further West into 

Quebec. 

r have stated ~y times before 

iu the last two and-a-half years that it is a serious situation 

and I think that \ve are faced notv ~·rith ti1is Province being 

ashamed or shamed into the position of :1aving to move very 

quickly on a road to link up Western Labrador with Happy Valley 

Goose Bay and through that the ferry link on to the islands so that 

the people of Western Labrador can maintain their ties ~nth the 

people of the Island where most of them originally came from in 

the first place and that the Freedom ~oad really will be a freedom 

road and will end its isolation. 

There has beer. tall~s of making 

this a priority a number of times and ~·!e ~-7111 probably :1ear more 

talks of making this a priority, and I suggest tl1at the $1 million 
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'l:R. Sn.I.\.CP.A.'l : allocation in the D?£~ 

pro!)osal certainly 1-rl.ll ::tot "lake this n prior:!.ty and certainly 

will not go very far toward building the nece_ssary road fmm 

!~estern Labrador througO. to Happy Valley - Goose Bay. 

I suggest, ~r. Spel~Y~, 

as the petition states, I su~gest that this should ~e given 

top priority so that this Province will not lose out to the 

~conomic movements, the trade movement!!, t:1e suo tle 

incidious movements by Quebec i:J.to l~esr;er-1 Labrador. Not only 

.,.'ill this road allow Quebec a major link but it will also 

from a service point of vie'tl in Labrador ~lest , from a service 

industcy point of view which is being lost to the Quebecers, 

it t·rill allo-.1 t:tem to have t:tese trade links so that almost 

all the service i :J.dustrle s in !,!estern Labrador t;ri.J.l become 

Quebec owned, or Quebec subsidiaries. And the 9eople of this 

Province t~ill not be able , in the face of this pressure, to 

:naintain any e:'tis tence. And I suggest that it is ?art of 

an overall movement . I believe that road has been under 

construction, the road to ~ontreal, down throu3h Ferment, 

Gagnon, 

l 

l 
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Mr. Strachan: Baie Comeau and on to the Trans-Canada Highway on 

to Montreal. It has been built or is being built, in the process of 

being built by striking miners of Quebec Cartier Mining, and I believe 

they have been doing it, although I understand they have pulled off 

recently because of some bad publicity, or what they call bad publicity. 

But I believe we as a Province should view this with utmost urgency, and 

push as quickly as possible to build the road which will link this 

Province together. 

I know there are some discussions whether vis-a-vis 

a road versus a railway, '>ut I do believe we have to link our ferry 

terminus link at Happy Valley-Goose Bay with Churchill Falls, which is 

now there, upgrade that road, push through to Eskier, and complete the 

Eskier to Labrador West, Labrador City_ ",.!abush area. And this must be 

done with urgency so that we are not caught with our pants down years 

behind the forces of Quebec who are insidiously,9.s far as I am concerned 

moving into that area, moving into other areas,who are showing by their 

maps distributed by the Department of Tourism in that Province, 

, that Labrador does not exist that, in fact Nouveau Quebec exists 
i 

right to the Atlantic Coast. And I think that we should resist this 

strongly, that we should move as quickly as possible to alleviate this 

situation there and to take over that part of the Province which is 

rightly named Labrador, that part of the Province which has been neglected 

in many ways and which I feel we are being pushed into now through 

shame, through neglect, we are now being urgently pushed to do something 

about. 

And I think that a major priority, a major priority 

this year, not next year, two years, or three years down the line, a major 

priority of this government should be to catch up on the promises which 

they made in 1975 to build this road, the promises they made to the 

people of Western Labrador to Churchill Falls, and to Happy Valley-Goose 

Bay that this necessary link would be made. Because unless we do it the 

Freedom Road will not be a Freedom Road linking this great Province but 

the Freedom Road would be a road which links Labrador and Quebec. And I think 

I 
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Mr. Strachan: this is unnecessary. I think that we should push 

ahead and make sure that the Trade Movement and the links, the 

physical links, the cultural links will be towards this Province and 

to join,hopefu1ly,Newfoundland and Labrador more solidly together, 

a point that we have always raised,instead of forcing through economic 

means business people to start dealing with another province rather 

than deal with their own Province. 

I support the prayer of this petition. And 

I wish to place it on the Table of the House and refer it to the department 

to which it relates. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Labour and Manpower. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker, I do not assume that we have the same 

petition. I have one as well ~ 

MR. SIMMONS: You cannot have tt.e same one. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: - from Western Labrador. 

PRIDiiER MOORES: Support that one and table it. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: But certainly there is no question about the support 

of that one. That was one that I assume was gathered by Mr. Smeaton, is 

that the same petition we are talking to? 

AN HON. MEMBER: We are (Inaudible) 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I had a letter from Mr. Smeaton asking me to present 

the petition.:But in any event I will assume they are two different petitions, 

Mr. Speaker, and I will speak to this one when this is over or should I 

present it? I do not know the procedure. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! If there are two different petitions , 

they could be two different petitions very similar, they could be identical 

but presumably they are then two different petitions. So it would 

appear that the hon. gentleman would present it later after this one or 

he could present it now,if they are identical. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: The prayer of the petition is,I presume, identical. 

MR. NEARY: ----- On a point of order, Your Honour. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman, I believe, had the petition in his 

possession now for thr~e or four days, and the prayer is the same, 

' 

» 
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Mr. NearY: Sir, they may 'be identical petitions. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: That is a copy of a petition, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. STRACHAN: No, no, no! 

MR. NEARY: No, no it is not, Mr. Speaker. It is not a copy. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Here is the original right here. 

MR. mARY: Well, the minister has had the original for three 

or four days and the people were not sure if the minister was going to 

present the petition or not. 

MR. DINN: It must be out of order. 

MR. NEARY: So my han. friend has presented an original petition 

along with a copy of the petition that my hon. friend has on his desk. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order. Your Honour I 
~~ 

has -

MR. NEARY: There is no point of order. 

MR. HICKMAN: Well anyway, on a point of order. I did not realize 

the han. gentleman from LaPoile had used up tis time·in speaking in 

support of the peititon. I thought he was up on a point of order. You 

can only rise in one of two ways. 

MR. SPEAKER: I shall hear the han. gentleman on a point of order. 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order. The rule with 

respect to the formation of petitions which Your Honour very kindly 

reminded both Caucuses is that 
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HR.HICI01AN: with respect to the petition itself the best evidence 

rule prevailed and obviously if we have two petitions one has to be a 

copy and the other has to be original. They both cannot be originals, there 

is no such thing as two originals. Now,I would think that Your Honour 

with Your Honour's very keen eye can very quickly by looking at both 

ascertain which is the copy and which is the original. If the first one 

is the copy then it is not properly laid before the House,if it is the 

original it is properly laid before the House and the hon. gentleman, the 

Minister of Labour and Manpower will not have to table his petition as 

well. If the reverse situation is correct then the proper one to be 

tabled is the one in the hands of the ~linister of Industrial Development. 

It is a very easy point that Your Honour with one glance can rectify. 

HR. W.ROWE: A point of order, ~{r Speaker. 

!1R. SPEAKER: A point of order and then I will hear the bon gentleman. 

HR.li'.ROWE: Sir, I have not seen the han. gentleman's petition but 

I would assume that they probably are s~~ar petitions, i1r. Speaker, 

maybe even identical in some particulars, but, Sir, my hon. friend has 

not presented a copy. This one has in addition to names which may appear on 

that petition as well, has the required number of extra names on it, three 

names I believe, new names which do not appear on• that petition and therefore, 

Sir, is a petition in its own right so I do not know why we are getting 

hung up on technicalities here. Hy hon. friend has put in a petition in its 

own right, a petition which may be similar to the one that the han. gentleman 

opposite has had now for a number of days and waited till Private Member's 

Day to present, sat on the petition, Sir, so I see no reason why he cannot 

get up and speak to the petition now, I intend to speak to both petitions. 

If they are similar in content or even identical in content we can have a 

go at them :J.ow. But the petition presented by my han. friend definitely 

is a petition which differs in one material particular from the one presented 

there and that is that there are at least three original and different names 

appended to the one which he presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: Han. member for St. John's East. 

NR. :•IARSHAU: On that point of order, 11r. Speaker. Standing Order 91 

I; 
t· 
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HR. HARSHALL: says "A petition may be either printed or in writing and 

if more than three petitioners sign it, at least three signatures must 

appear on the page containing the prayer of the petition." Now I have 

not seen the petition, Mr. Speaker, but I understand the bon. minister 

has taken a look at it and has indicated that it is in essence a copy 

of the one that he has and I would submit that a copy of a petition with 

a copy of signatures are not signatures. It is quite obvious that there 

might huve been three signatures appended to it since for the purpose o~ 

giving it technical authenticity under -

AN HON. MEI-!BER: The cut-off (inaudible). 

MR. ~1ARSHALL: I am not interested in talking to the han. member 

I am talking to His Honour in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Jrder, please! There should be no interruptions. 

HR. ~!ARSHALL: It is quite obvious or it appears to be obvious 

from what the Leader of the Opposition is saying that three signatures 

have been appended to it since then and this is probably the type of 

gamesmanship that the Opposition continues to play from time to time, you know 

childishness. The fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, there is only one 

petition that has been sent from Labrador,it would appear the member for 

!ienihek ~Ir. Rousseau~ is the one who has it and it is a rather silly 

charade that the Opposition continue to play in this House. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will hear the hon. gentleman who presented - I will 

have to say document because I have to make a decision on what it is. I 

will hear the han. gentleman's submission and then I will make a decision 

either immediately or in a short while. 

The han. member. 

Mr. Speaker, I can clear up-tRe matter very succinctly. 

'the people who orginated the petition in Labrador West felt as many people 

do and as we pointed out in this House a number of times before, that petitions 

which are submitted to government often never see the light of day and the 

people requested by an accompanying note that I present the petition. I 

informed them, Sir, that I could not present a espy of a petitioc if it 
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~.IR. STRACHAN: were strictly a copy of a petition because the petition 

would have to contain original names attached to the prayer of the petition as are 

the rules · laid down by this House and as you have explained earlier in the 

session. That ·was done and the petition I tabled today - they informed 

me that the petition was only mailed to me a number of days after t hey 

had mailed the petition to government and the government obviously • therefore • 

been waiting for Private M.ember' s Day to table the petition. and I decided 

that in order to present the petition 1 had every opportunity • 1 had the first 

opportun'ity to present the petition ~d I did so today. I find the petition is in 

order and I signed my name to it .and placed it ..on the table of t he I,Iouse. 

MR. NEARY: With t-h""'"' .,.,..t-.-11 n•nnes on it. 

MR. SPEAKRR: Order, please! I said that I would not hear 

any further submissions but since the bon. gentleman is one of the twO 

presumably ,·who have the most knowledge on it, then I think I will hear a 

final sub~ssion from the hon. gentleman. 
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~. ROUSSEAU: First to the point of order, the 

minister or the member did not sit on the petition. The member 

did not wait until Private Members' Day. The member did '~ait 

until Wednesday, '~hi~h happens to be Private members 1 D!J.V 

be~ause today there happens to be a resolution on Labrador being 

dis~ussed and the member thought it would be most advantageous 

to do it at that point in time. 

Number two, there >~as a letter 

affixed to the petition asking me to present it. You kno'~ it 

has been that I have had it a '.reek or t••o, I have had it: a ~ouple 

of days and I thought today would be the most appropriate day. 

I suffer <~ith head high the embarrassment of the situation 

obviously, tou~he you !r-nmv. That is good enough. I will 

live through those. But it is a very embarrassing situation. 

I did re~eive it. I have not sat on it. I de~ided on 

Wednesday, not to hold up Private Members' Day, ~r. Speaker, 

but rather to bring it the signifi~an~e that it would in dis~ussing 

the points on Labrador whi~h is to be d~s~ussed in a private member's 

resolution. 

MR. SPE..A..KER: Order, please! "'hat I shall do 

is - I ~annat very well reserve a :ie~ision and t:1.en gi"e it 

tomorrm• be~ause the matter is in pro~ess now so I •,;rill adiourn 

for a few minutes and give my de~ision then. 

SPEAKER: Order, please! Before giving 

the spe~ific ruling on this spe~ifi~ matter, what I would do to draw 

to the attention of hon. members the essential rules •lith respe~t 

to petitions.be~ause there has been snme~I think,misunderstan~ing 

thereof,.a.nd I will do this by reading to the House a ~opy of a letter 

·.vhi~h I wrote the han. Goverr>..ment House Leader and the han. Opposition 

House Leader, identi~al letters on ~~ar~h lOth., and also the 

independent memher ''ho is a member of neither cau~us, the hen. 

member for Port de Grave (Hr. E. DaweJ. So I will read this first 

for the benefit of all hon. members and tilis is the copy of lilY letter 

' c 
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:lR. SPCJ...KER: to those three ge~tlenen, 

the hen. Opposition House Leader, the hen. Gover=e.:1t Rouse 

Leader, and the hen. member for Port de Grave (~!r. E. Dawe), 

who sits as an i.:1dependent, 

"Dear" ~!homever, "I am uriting 

you and the Govenunent House Leader and,., or the Opposition 

House Leader, " 'h'ith the request t!:J.at you advise members of your 

caucus on the requirements of the rules with respect to presenting 

petitions. 

"I have ah;ays regarded the 

right of citizens to petition the F~use of Assembly as a fundamental 

one. It is not my wish to embarrass any member or cause 

inconvenience to petitioners. It is my understanding,however, 

that I am required to apply the Standing Orders as they are. To 

be selective in thjs matter, to decide to apply certain Standing 

Orders and to ignore others would be improper and would establish 

a dan~erous precedent. 

"In my opinion it is not necessary 

that a petition be a duplicate of any one rigid form. You will 

find attached a photostatic copy of the format in Beauches.:1e 

which is the general format traditionally followed in the 

House of Assembly. As was pointed out by one member, some of 

the words are archaic. It is not, in my opinion, necessary 

that any particular Hard formula be employed. Certainly the 

language c-an be modernized. ~·IT1ile therefore it is not 

necessary to reproduce any particular ~1ords, it is necessary 

to follow the general formula. 

"It is essential that what is 

supported and tabled under the routine order Presenting Petitions 

be, in fact, a petition, ~Thich I understand is a request ,.Thereby 

the petitioners ask that something be done, It is not a demand. 

l~oreover the petition must be addressed to the House of Assembly 

.j 

.l 
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:!R.. SPEAKER: and not to one or several 

individual members, or ~~ybody else. 

"I am always available to 

any member ~~ho wishes to consult with me on this or any other 

parliamentary matter on a confidential basis. The officers 

of the table are also available to be of service to members 

on t~ese matters. 

"I would appreciate it if you 

"ould draw this to your caucus'attention." 

Those are the general rules 

or format or guidelines which I have adopted and communicated 

to the House. 

1vith respect to t~e particular 

matter now before us, I ~rlll dra~·7 to t!l.e attention of hon. members 

two c:i tat ions from Beauchesne ~~hich are relevant here. Section 333, 

the first paragraph. 

"Petitions may be writ~en, 

or type~Tritten, or prirted, and may be in French or English; they 

must be free from erasures or interlineations. The signatures must 

be trritten, not printed, pasted or othe~nse transferred." I ~dll 

not read it all but that is the relevant part. 

Also section 334, paraEraph (1), 

"A petition must have original signatu:::es or marks, and not copies 

from the original, nor si~natures of agents on behalf of others, 

except :!.n case of incapacity by sickness;" and tc1at is the relevant 

part there. 

The petition tabled by the hon. 

member for Eagle River (Hr. Strachan) has four criginal signatures 

to it. It has numerous copies of ot!1er signatures. I llave 

deleted the ;:>ortion of the petition ••hich has copies of sig:::.atures 

! 
j 
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Mr. Speaker: because 334 (I ) is auite exnlicit there, and have 

obviously left the P,art with the four original signatures whicn now maKeS 

this petition somewhat briefer, but it is a petition ~th four original 

signatures . 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, -

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the member for LaPoile. 

MR. NEARY: I rise, Sir, to support the abbreviated version of 

the petition that the han. member for Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) will 

add a few names to in the next few minutes in this hon. House. It is 

probably, Sir, the most significant and the most important petition 

ever to be brought before this hon. House, and I congratulate the 

member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan), Sir, for bringing the petition 

onto the floor of the House without delay. 

MR. W. ROWE: That is right. 

MR. NEARY: Because it is a matter of urgent public importance. 

It has to do with Labrador, Sir, that has been so grossly neglected by 

the present administration. 

Mr. Speaker, the petition has to do with a request, 

with a prayer, with residents of Labrador beseeching and begging and 

pleading with the government to put some money into the Freedom Road so 

that the people in Labrador West will have access to Happy Valley-Goose 

Bay and to the ferry to the Island part of the Province. And instead of 

looking Westward as they will now when the new road is complete from 

Baie Comeau to Mount Wright to Labrador City, when that road is complete 

the people will have a tendency to look Westward instead of Eastward. 

And as my han. friend so rightly pointed out the people will look to the 

Province of Quebec, both socially, economically, and culturally. And, 

Mr. Speaker, it might alarm hon. gentlemen on the opposite side of the 

House who have so grossly written off, neglected Labrador, written off 

Labrador since they became the administration, Lnat today in Labrador 

West, Sir, the Province of Quebec has made its presence felt in more ways 

than one, There are government officials ~tation~d in Labrador West this 

very day while we are talking in support of my hon. friend's petition. 

There are cars and vehicles being licenced from the Province of Quebec 

f: 
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Mr. Neary: and that is likely to be challenged in the Supreme 

Court and which brings into focus, as my bon. friend for Kilbride 

(Mr. Wells) is aware, the British North America Act because they 

are claiming they have just as much right to licence these vehicles 

in Labrador as the Newfoundland Government has. It is a very serious 

matter, Sir. 

I was shocked recently when I was driving in 

from Gander with one of the top businessmen in this Province when he told 

me that it did not make any difference if they put the road from Quebec 

to Labrador City or not, ~at the business people in this Province 

would still not do business in Labrador West. I could not believe what 

I was hearing from this man. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Why? 

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Why? 

MR. NEARY: Why? Because he said-this happened to be a 

gentleman who was dealing with heavy equipment .- that it is easier to 

bring in the equipment from Quebec and to service it from the· Province of 

Quebec. They would not be bothered with it, would not be bothered with 

it. It is easier to service the equipment, he said, from Quebec than it 

is from the Island of Newfoundland. We are just going to give up, Mr. 

Speaker, by default. Write off! The administration has written off 

Labrador that is what it would appear to me, Sir, to be. 

Mr . Speaker, I do hope, Sir, that members on 

both sides of this House, and not just pay lip service because the government 

has it in their own hands to spend money on that Freedom Road, and to 

make representation to the proper authorities if this government does 

not have the authority to get a railroad, if necessary, operated by the 

power that is generated in Labrador, or build a highway across Labrador. 

I would prefer to see the highway myself • Maybe we will have to build 

a railway first and open up the last frontier of natural resources left 

in the world. 

And so, Sir, I congratulate my han. friend who 

seems to be so dedicated to Labrador, Sir. I do not think you would find 

another hon. gentleman apart from maybe the hon. member who was born and 

\ 
·~ 
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Mr. Ne.ary: raised in Labrador, you will not find another man 

on the face of this earth who is so devoted and so dedicated t o the 

people of Labrador as my bon. friend from Eagle River (Mr . Strachan), 

who is doing such a fantastic job on behalf, Sir, of the people, not 

only in his own district, but the people in Labrador South and in 

Labrador 'West. So I again congratulate the bon. gentleman, Sir. 

Maybe we will get a second crack at it, I only have on.e minute left, 

maybe the member for Meni.hek (Mr. Rousseau) will want to present the 

petition that the bon. gentleman has separately, if so , Sir, I will 

get a second crack at it, because 

L .. 
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MR. NEARY: we could not say enough 

abou~ this situation, Sir, which is so serious at the 

moment. So I support the prayer of the petition, Sir, 

and I hope that all han. gentlemen on both sides of 

this House will do likewise. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. ROUSSEAU: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the Minister of 

Labour and Manpower. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: I have the occasion to present 

for the first time in six years in this House of Assembly 

my first petition, a petition that I fully and personally 

support, that this government certainly fully supports. 

If I may read the prayer of 

the petition, Mr. Speaker: "To the bon. the House of 

Assembly and to the government; that since 1960 the 

citizens of Western Labrador have contributed greatly 

to the provincial and national economy; that between the 

years of 1974 and 1976 alone $1.2 billion worth of iron 

ore was produced in Western Labrador, and our taxes and 

expenses including the travelling costs, already high, 

have escalated faster and higher than our income; that 

unemployment in both Western and Central Labrador is at 

an all time high; that a roll-on, roll-off ferry service 

has been inaugurated between Goose Bay and the Island; 

that a motorable road exist between Esker and Goose Bay; 

that to alleviate unemployment and to provide a road 

connection between the Western Labrador and the ferry 

terminal at Goose Bay, the prayer of our petition is that 

the existing road be upgraded and that a road connection 

between Esker and Labrador City-Wabush be started this 

Spring of 1978." 

; 
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MR. ROUSSEAU: As I say, Mr. Speaker, 

I fully support that petition, and if hon. members 

would give me a few moments to explain the situation, 

for those who may not be aware of it, there is a road 

now - a tote road, I guess would be the term for it, but 

it is a little better travelling road than that - between 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay and Churchill Falls and from 

Churchill Falls to Esker which is the railhead for the 

railway. There is no road or no connection outside of 

rail between Labrador City-Wabush and the Esker area, 

which is an area of about forty to sixty miles depending 

on what route the engineers finally determine to be the 

path of the road. 

The road in Quebec, Mr. Speaker, 

of which I have been accused of not reacting to, is one 

of which I spoke on 7 I think, the Wednesday before last, 

for forty-five minutes on the feelings of myself and the 

government with respect to that. Unfortunately, it did 

not receive wide coverage and very few people were aware 

of the fact that I did speak on it - the Wednesday before 

last, I believe was the da~ it was not last Wednesday -

that the road indeed was being built, but that we should 

at that time have no fear for what might happen to 

Labrador because of Quebec. There is a concern, of course, 

because of the insidious way it is being done from an 

economic, social and cultural way, but I think the people 

of Labrador and the people of the Island part of the 

Province would not stand by and see another province encroach 

on a part of the Province that we represent in this House 

of Assembly - neither the people in Labrador nor the people 

in the Island part of the Province. 

We would hope, Mr. Speaker, that 

a submission that was made to DREE to assist in this road -
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MR. ROUSSEAU: because it is a resource 

road in a highly resourceful area - would be given very 

sympathetic consideration. The submission was made last 

year. I know that my bon. colleague, the Minister 

responsible for Intergovernmental Affairs and his 

predecessor worked very hard on this. And I know that 

I have spoken on many occasions with the hon. 

Marcel Lessard on this road. We would hope that DREE 

would see fit that they would be able to sign an agreement 

with us with respect to that road, but eventually the 

road has to be done and undoubtedly, Mr. Speaker, one way 

or another. I would hope that before this year is out 

we would have an agreement with DREE with respect to that 

unfinished portion of the road between Labrador City-Wabush 

and Esker and the upgrading of the road between Esker and 

Churchill Falls and on to Goose Bay-Happy Valley. 

I fully support the prayer of 

the petition, Mr. Speaker, with 2,000 names affixed to 

it, of which one will be mine. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Burgeo -

Bay d'Espoir. 

MR. snmoNs: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support 

the petition presente~ albeit belatedly, by the member for 

Menihek, the Minister of Manpower, and in so doing, 

Mr. Speaker, would like to support also and particularly, 

the petition so ably and promptly presented by my colleague 

from Eagle River (Mr. Strachan). The two petitions address 

themselves to exactly the same subject, as the House is 

aware now, and therefore, I thought it only fit that I 

should yield to the minister a moment ago so he could 

present the petition and we could then have the comments 1 
on both petitions at _one time. g 

I 
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MR. SIMMONS: The minister a few minutes ago, 

Mr. Speaker, in speaking to a point of order, did admit 

to the House that he had held over this petition until 

today. So I hope, Mr. Speaker, that will put an end and 

thanks to the minister for this -

MR. ROUSSEAU: A point of order, Mr. Speaker, 

if I may. 

MR. SPEAKER: A point of order. 

MR. ROUSSEAU: What I said was I did hold 

it over until today, but not for Private Members' Day, if 

that is what the member is inferring. But because today 

was Wednesday and the Labrador resolution was on the -

MR. SIMMONS: What I said, Mr. Speaker, is 

that the minister held it over. I understood him to say 

that, and if I am misquoting him, then he should correct 

me. I understood the reason the minister gave for holding 

it over - clearly. 

The minister has now admitted 

to the House that he did hgld the petition over, Mr.Speaker. 

So I would hope that the minister really has done us a 

favour by putting an end to all this accusation about who 

~e using petitions to delay the business of the House 

to their own advantage. And, Mr. Speaker, also of course , 

it reinforces this whole procedure today what we have 

felt on this side for a long time, that government sits on 

petitions. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I must point out to the hon. 

gentleman that the prayer of the petition is - I will read 

it straight here: "to alleviate unemployment, provide a 

road connection between Western Labrador and the ferry 

terminal at Goose Bay, the prayer of our petition is that 
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MR. SPEAKER: the existing road be upgraded 

and that a road connection between Esker and Labrador City-

Wabush be started." The overall procedure on petitions 

or the government's or Opposition's attitude thereto would 

be somewhat outside the allegations. The hon. member. 

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I quite agree, Mr. Speaker, it does boggle the mind what 

we have to do on this side of the House to get this 

government to attend to even a routine matter such as 

presenting a petition. 

Mr. Speaker, what is the 

government's position on this road? I know they have gone 

to Ottawa for another handout, but that is also its position 

on roads generally, on tourism, on fisheries, on job creation, 

on everything under the sun, Mr. Speaker. But what, in 

particular, will someone tell me - what in particular is 

the government's position on this road? I listened 

intently to the minister and he did not tell us, and I 

suspect the reason he did not tell us is because he does 

not know. How much longer, Mr. Speaker, is the government 

going to sit around and stand around and posture on this 

one? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I must point out that the hon. 

gentleman is entering into the realm of debate. The rules 

do not permit it. I endeavour not to interject during 

petitions unless I feel required to, because every hon. 

member has five minutes and when I speak I am taking up 

his five minutes, but I cannot abnegate my responsibility 

in that respect, and I will point out that the hon. 

gentleman is entering the area of debate. 

The hon. member. 

! 
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}fR. SIM:t-10NS: Mr. Speaker, I would hope 

that the government would see fit to take some decisive 

initiative to let the people of Western Labrador know 

that they are not being abandoned. They have that 

feeling right now and they have reason to have that 

feeling right now because of the lack of action of the 

government, including the member for the area concerned. 

The government cannot plead, Mr. Speaker, they have 

only recently been apprized of the problem, because 

the sitting member for that area also happens to sit 

in Cabinet. 

AN HON. HEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. SIMMONS: We are, Mr. Speaker, I submit, 

fast approaching on this Labrador West situation, a 

genuine Rubicon situation, a point of no return. 

Notwithstanding, we see the government, Mr. Speaker, 

fiddling while Rome burns. I would hope that the fiddling 

will stop, the posturing will stop and we can hear some 

definitive policy, Mr. Speaker - perhaps even during the 

debate today, or the discussion today on these petitions 

we can hear some definitive policy of the government as 

to what it intends to do now to rescue, to salvage the .. 
situation while there is time. And I repeat, Hr. Speaker, r. 
there is not much time on this particular issue, I assure 

fl 
you. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the member for Naskaupi. 

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, it gives me great 

pleasure to stand in my place and support the prayer of 

the petition presented today in relation to a road I refer 

to as the Trans-Labrador Highway or the completion of the 

Trans-Canada Highway across Labrador. I think it could be 

more aptly classified as a road to resources, because that 
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HR. GOUDIE: is certainly one of the 

benefits which would accrue from such a road across 

Labrador. I think one of the main issues here which 

was discussed through another forum this morning by 
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~. GOUDIE: tile hen. member for Eae;le River and I. There are other 

issues which relate to this cultural issues and so on
7
which I will 

not attempt to deal with now. But I think the point made in the 

petition, I have forgotten the time span in terms of years referred 

to in the petition but the total amount of money involved vias 

$1.2 billion accruing from the harvesting of the iron ore resource 

in Wabush and Labrador City and that is one clear and definite 

example of benefits which are coming out of Labrador. And it is,I r 
I 

think 1an example of what can be done with the construction of a road 

or a highway across Labrador. The tote road as it exists now running 

from Goose Bay-Happy Valley to Churchill Falls and the other section 

on to Esker is in a bit of a sorry state. It has existed now for a 

number of years but government has been doing patch up work every spring 

and the money is literally going down the river, if you will, because 

the three or four rivers involved and brooks,wash out the culverts 

and the repair work every spring and I suggest tnat is going to 

happen again this year. 

There is quite an amount of work to be done on 

it. I would hope that the proposal into DREE now will be accepted 

and will result in funds going in to that sort of construction from 

both levels of government because I think both levels have a 

responsibility to become involved in this particular project. It 

gives me a great deal of pleasure, Hr. Speaker, to support the 

petition today. 

HR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Lewisporte followed by the hon, 

gentleman for St. John's South. 

i1R., F. \illiTE: l1r. Speaker, I would like to rise and support the 

petitions have . been tabled in the House today with respect to 

the urging of government to take some action with respect to the 

development of a road from Western Labrador to Goose Bay and to the 

CN terminal there. It is very vital for me, Mr. Speaker, to impress 

upon the government the urgency of doing something about this 

particular matter just as soon as possible. !Ion. members will know 
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~!R. F. wliiTE: that we in Lewisporte have been developing in 

conjunction with the people in Happy Valley-Goose Bay a very efficient 

transportation system over the last few years and this resulted 

in the deployment of a vessel there, the William Carson previously 

and now the Robert Bond which is being renovated and designed specifically 

for the run between Lewisporte and Happy Valley-Goose Bay and it will 

be a Lewisporte-Happy Valley-Goose Bay ferry operation. That ferry, 

rrr. Speaker, could operate several times a week if there were suffic~ent 

business to keep it going several times a week. Now, I understand it 

will be operating a couple of times a week carrying passengers anu 

freight back and forth between Lewisporte and Goose Bay. 

It has long been the hope of the people in the 

Lewisporte area that the road would be developed between Happy Valley-

Goose Bay, Churcilill Falls and Labrador City-Wabush. The commercial 

trade in 1-lestern Labrador is not related to Newfoundland at all at 

present and it should be. We feel that most of the wholesale products 

that go into Labrador should come from the island part of the Province 

and could come from the island part of the Province if there were a 

way to get it in to the central part of Labrador, Labrador City, Wabush 

and Happy Valley-Goose Bay. That commercial trade could be developed. 

We have tried to get it developed in the winter time by using aircraft 

but that has not come about and it is our hope now that this will 

happen should the government move with respect to the development of 

this particular road. 

We feel, Mr. Speaker, that it is time to move on 

this road. It is time to get the thing @OVing not only from the 

perspective of Quebec moving into Labrador and doing thi~s in Labrador 

that we would not want them to do there but also from the economic 

aspect of the Happy Valley-Goose Bay region. A road such as this would 

obviously have significant impact on the serious decline in the 

economy of the Happy Valley-Goose Bay area and it is our hope that 

something will develop with respect to this particular road. 

Nr. Speaker, I would just like to say one closing 



T 
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MR. F. m!IIE : word on petitions; that I do no t tbink petitions are a 

~<'aste of ci.me in tills House an4 I will continue p resenting them ilere . 

~lr. Speaker, in clos ing I would like to ask a question and that is 

when ~ill the gove~tDen~ present tile peti1:ion signed by 9 , 000 people 

that was presented to toe Prenti.er on Friday night . 
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. John's South followed by 

the hon. member for LaPoile. 

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, in rising to support this petition 

presented by the hon. minister I am not sure if it is an identical 

petition with the one presented by my friend from Eagle River (Mr. 

Strachan). The hon. minister read the substance of his petition and 

as far as I understood it was a petition for a road from Western Labrador 

to the Eastern Coast of Labrador. whereas the hon. member for Eagle 

River (Mr. Strachan) I think he mentioned it along the way but most of 

his remarks seemed to be directed towards the connection into the Province 

of Quebec. 
i 
t 

Mr. Speaker, I certainly would be in favour of any road 

construction in this Province. This has been a tremendous lack in our 

Province and now a tremendous need which is rapidly being rectified but 

we have a long way to go yet. I would make one plea,that any roads that 

are constructed would be proper roads. The area we are now considering 

I am not familiar with it at all but I would suspect that it is a very 

difficult terrain. Road construction and road maintenance there would 

be very difficult. Many of the roads in our Province are very inadequately 

constructed and they do not stand up to the harsh climate that we live 

in and I would hope that any road construction up there will be done to 

the highest and most adequate specifications. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to comment on the point of 

connections to Quebec. I personally would be very much against deprecating 

connections to another Province. I do not see how anyone living in an 

Island Province can say that we should not have connections to other 

parts of the world. It would be equivalent I would say to our turning 

our nose up at connections say from Argentia, from Port aux Basques via 

the ferries or say from St. John's or Gander or what have you by air. 

I think that connections to other parts of the Province are very desirable. 

I think it is a total side issue to concentrate on when we are talking 

about interprovincial communications and that is what the substance of this 

petition is all about. 
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DR. COLLINS: 

In regard to the petition I do not think it is good 

enough just to say that it is desirable to have these roads. We have 

to look at how we are going to get them. Therefore~we have to look at 

our provincial priorities. The priorities here are funding. Funding 

has to come from two sources, federal and provincial and I would hope 

that all hon. members including those opposite and I am sure they will 

be sincere in this, in pushing our federal confreres as hard as we can 

to get adequate funding from that source for our legitimate needs in this 

Province. We also have to do our side of it and where do our funds come 

fromi' They have to be related to the priorities we set for the expenditure 

of funds that we can collect. This is an area that we have to look at most 

sincerely. We are spending funds now in certain areas in this Province 

and I would say particularly in the social areas where they are not needed 

as much as they are needed in other areas. In this area I include health, 

I include welfare, I include education. Funds from these areas can be 

directed into developmental areas and this is something that we have to 

face up to despite the fact that it is politically desirable to argue 

to the contrary. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. W. ROWE: Another opportunity, Sir. I am deprived of the opportunity 

to speak twice because another petition was unfortunately presented before 

I got an opportunity to speak to my hon. friend's. It is my hon. friend's 

petition, Sir, which the hon. minister had an identical copy of or the 

original copy of or something, it is my hon. friend's petition I wish 

to speak to because, Sir, he presented it well and he presented in a 

timely fashion. He received a copy of this petition within the last 

day or so and recognizing the urgency of this matter something, Sir, 

without getting into the realm of debate, which was not recognized 

by the hon. minister or any of his colleagues opposite. When he got 

the petition he presented it to the House. The subject of the petition 

he tried to raise by way of Standing Order 23, a motion, last week 

which was turned down by Your Honour as it happened but with the 

distinct approbation of the members opposite at the time,if memory 

' I , 

. I 
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MR. W. ROWE : 

serves me r ight . They did not want to talk about it. Last week 

sometime someone on that side , I think it was the bon. member for 

Menibek distTict (Mr. Rousseau) indicated there was no pr oblem with 

regard to this road, no road being constructed in t he Province of 

Quebec to link up Quebec with Labrador. 

Now, Sir, before going on 

It 

i: .. 
•• 
·~ 

I 
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::R. ~' ~OHE: ::~e say that neither I 
' 

nor anyone else on this side of the House, are against a road 

linkin~ up Labrador with Quebec and the rest of Canada. We 

are in favour of it. There should be such a road. But, Sir, 

we also say that just as important and perhaps more important 

from the point of view of identity of this Province, and the 

1 oining of the two integral parts of our Province, and the people's 

in that large land mass of Labrador, Sir, there has to be a road 

from Western Labrador, Labr~dorCitv and Wabush, to Churchill to 

the Goose Bay - Happy Valley area, on to the Coast of Labrador. 

That is essential. That is the sine aua non without which 

Labrador, I feel certain in my bones, will not at some !'Oint 

in the future, will not remain as a part of this Province. And 

for anybody to get up here and try to pretend no problem 

exists, Mr. Speaker, with regard to the Quebec t~eover 

bid, is sadlv deluding themselves and is showing incredible 

naivety on the suh1ect. 

Rene Levesque has mentioned 

publicly on several occasions that he is trying to take over 

Labrador. He will do it bv hook or bv crook. He is Roing to 

do it. It is a stated policy. The member for Green Bay 

(Mr. Peckford) said, ·~en did he say that? How did he 

say it? What were the wards used?" As if words make any 

difference in this particular ~ituation. The concept, the plan, 

the policy of that gentleman, the Premier of Quebec presently, 

is to take over Labrador and one of the ways he is goin~ to do it 

is to hook it Ul' geographically with the Province of Quebec. And 

then ~eo12le will start to QOVe in from the Province of Quebec. 

And what happens I ask the han. member for Menihek district 

(Mr. Rousseau) if by this policy of aggressive settlement of 

Labrador by Quebecers and hooking up Labrador, and this policy 

of benign neglect, perhaps even malignant neglect, well let us call it 

at its best benign neglect by this ~overnment of Labrador, what is 

: . 
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MR. W. ROWE: going to happen when a greater number 

of people populate portions of Labrador, whose ties are with the 

Province of Quebec, rather than with Newfoundland or with Labrador 

itself and a plebiscite or a referendUII is taken, Mr. Speaker, 

and the majority say they would like to join Quebec as a result 

of the neglect and lack of action by this administration or any 

other administration in this Province< Then we will have a problem .. 

that nobody will be able to say does not exist, It will be a 

serious political problem. And I say, Sir, that it is incumbent 

an this government and any other government in the Province to 

deal with it realistically, not bury their heads in the sand 

and pretend it is going to go away. Recognize the problem1 

r~cognize Rene Levesque's stated aims and policies with regard 

to Labrador, and let us get in there with material 1evelopment 

as with the road and resource development and so pn, and with 

social and psychological encouragement of the people of Labrador 

to become identified with this Province as one Province, 

Newfoundland and Labrador. We need to do it, Mr. Speaker, and 

if we do not do it then Labrador is going to be a problem with 

regard to this Province and a problem to themselves as to where 

they are going to go, what they are going to do. It is going to 

be a problem. It is going to be a problem anyway but it is a problem 

we can overcome by the exercise of intelligence, by the spending 

of money, by the involvement of the Government of Canada and by 

the involvement of the Provincial Government. 

I want to congratulate once 

more the initiative shown by the member for Eagle River 

(Mr. Strachan) in this matter, on several occasions in this 

session and several occasions in previous sessions of this House of 

Assembly. He did not sit on the petition, Mr. Speaker, He did not 

keep it for an opportune moment or when he felt like it. He did not 

l· 
;. 
;·. 
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MR. W. ROWE: sit back and say, "Well when 

I feel like this now, when I can get up the energy, or the 

incl:iDation I will present this petition." When it came 

into him he recognized it for what it was, an ur~ent matter 

of great uublic importance, an urgent m•tter of great moment 

in the development of this Province and he presented it to 

the House of Assembly. He did not sit on it for three or 

four days and wait for his own inclination to take hold or to 

get up enou2h energy to stand uP to gTesent it, he presented 

it immediately. And I am stlad we have an hon. member 

like him on this side of the House, Mr. Spea.ker, who will 

seize the initiative and will make these grave and momentous 

m•tters known publicly and to the members of this House, 

Because, Sir, they are important, they a.,.e strave, and they have 

to be dealt with on an urgent basis. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines 

and Energy. 

MR.. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I too want to 

stand in my place and support the petition as it relates to 

tranAuortation facilitie• in Labrador and the absolute 

crying 

f 
~ 
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MR. PECKFORD: 

need to develop a transportation system which involves that part of 

our Province becoming more tuned in with the rest of the Province and 

linking the various people within the Labrador section itself together. 

I want to compliment the member for Labrador West, Menihek (Mr. Rousseau), 

the member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) and the member for Naskaupi 

(Mr. Goudie) for the ongoing efforts that all three of these gentlemen 

have been making over the last number of years as it relates to trying 

to bring issues in Labrador to the forefront of this House and then, 

hopefully, to the people of -this Province. I think all three gentlemen, 

all three hon. members have very strongly and forcefully pointed out 

to this hon. House and to the people of the Province the problems that 

Labrador has which are somewhat different from those that are experienced 

in many other regions of this Province. 

It goes without saying that after one identifies the 

problem as the Leader of the Opposition says, then governments have to 

l address themselves to providing the assistance and money needed to 

build the roads, to develop and do the feasibility studies on Port 

Labradors and all the rest of the things to ensure that Labrador not 

only gets a fair deal, a fair shake in the overall business of disbursement 

of money from the public treasury, federally and provincially, but it 

gets a chance itself to develop in a reasonable, sensible way that the 

people of Labrador want and why it is extremely important that any issues 

facing Labrador particularly, and the Province generall~ of course, that 

the people themselves have a real say in what occurs. The Labrador 

Resources Advisory Council is playing a very lead role in this regard 

and must continue to do so. 

The ongoing liaison that the government is having now 

in Labrador with our newly appointed man there through rural development 

in Happy Valley-Goose Bay is going to assist in this two way street in 

this dialogue that is necessary. But transportation, Mr. Speaker, I 

suppose in Labrador encompasses all the other sectors that are so vital 

down there. The transportation is vital. Either the landing strips, 

the Trans-Labrador Road, Port Labrador, the development of the minerals and 
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' MR. PECKFORD: 

oil all hinges on a properly developed transportation policy which 

both levels of government have got to admit belongs in their domains 

and I do not think it is incumbent upon me to say, well the federal 

government has got to do this. We have got to acknowledge that we 

have to do something and the federal government has to do something 

but we have to do it together so that our aims are the same, our objectives 

.. 
are the same and then we move along that road together collectively 

[. 

towards the solution of the transportation problems cognizant that they I 

must be in the overall framework of what we are going to do economically 

and otherwise in Labrador. I fully support the petition and 

recognize that we have to move quickly with the people of Labrador 

towards developing these things, putting the funding in place. If j, 

it is going to take ten years, so be it, it takes ten years but 

let us develop and identify the problems, move along with the federal 

government through DREE agreements and whatever,quickly and with the 

people concerned to get into fruition some of the things that we have 

been saying in this hon. House for the last seven or eight years which 

are starting to come slowly but surely and which I think through the 

Labrador Resources Advisory Council, through having government representatives 

in Labrador who have some power and some clout, through DREE agreements 

to put into place these kinds of things before, as hon. gentlemen have 

said already, before we lose that kind of contact with the people of 

Labrador so that the ongoing nationalistic ambitions of those people 

who pretend to want to be separate from the rest of Canada get a 

foothold in that part of our Province which is not only valuable from 

a natural resource point of view as it relates to minerals,but is 

extremely valuable from a people point of view because we have such a 

diversity of cultures in that land mass albeit the population is low. 

It is incumbent upon us as legislators and as leaders 

of this Province to ensure that we get on with the job of doing those 

things for Labrador which are reflected so well in this petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile . 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker , I support the me to petition presented by 

the member for Nenihek (Mr. Rousseau), Sir. And i n so doing, Mr. 

Speaker, I do not want to repeat the remarks that I made in supporting 

the petitio~t pr esented by my hon. c.olleague, the member for Eagle 

River (Mr. Strachan). But I do want again, Sir, to stress the urgency 

of this situation. The Minister of Mines and Energy just mentioned 

that it wou.ld take ten years to gat the planl'l l 
~ 
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~!R. NEARY: to get the financing in place. That is too long, 

Hr. Speaker. We cannot wait that long. The financing must be 

arranged quickly to get tnat road down from Churchill Falls down 

towards Happy Valley-Goose Bay so that the people can connect with 

the ferry, the C~ ferry from Happy Valley-Goose Bay to the island of 

Newfoundland. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to throw out a suggestion 

now for the hon. administration,especially the han. Minister of 

Justice who just cocked up his ear. I believe, Sir, that it is 

about time that the Newfoundland Government made its presence felt 

in Western Labrador. We have public servants in Labrador in these 

beautiful public buildings that have been put up down there but they 

nave no authority. They cannot even issue a temporary license in 

Labrador West. Is the hon. gentleman aware of that? But, Sir, we 

have heard quite a bit of talk over the last several years about 

expanding the Newfoundland Constabulary to police other parts of 

Newfoundland. I could think of no better gesture, Sir, for this 

government to show its presence in Western Labrador than to have 

members of the Newfoundland Constabulary in there peacefully, unarmed 

with their Newfoundland Constabulary insigna to offset the Quebec 

Provincial Police insigna that the people down there are continuously 

seeing on the other side of the border in the Quebec Province. The 

hon. gentleman should seriously consider that. And if we are going to 

expand the jurisdiction of the Newfoundland Constabulary do it right 

on the border, do it right on the border town in Wabush and Labrador 

City and have these communities that are near the border policed by 

the Newfoundland Constabulary. 

But certainly, Sir, I think it is a good point and 

a valid point and it "'auld be a feather in the hat of the hon. l·!inister 

of Justice to do it. I would commend it to him, Sir, and I have no 

hesitation at all in supporting this petition. I think the time is 

now. I think we have to make our presence felt in Labrador West, 

Sir, and in the whole of Labrador not, Mr. Speaker, that Ren~ Levesque 

li 
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HR. NEARY: and the Quebec Government are going to come in and legally 

take Labrador away from us. That could happen say fifty, seventy-five 

or a hundred years from now. Our grandchildren may ~ever forgive us 

if we allow that to happen, if the foundation was being laid now: But 

socially, economically and culturally the people will look to the 

Province of Quebec and mind you, Mr. Speaker, the people in Labrador 

West will be glad to get this road so that when they get in their 
!; 
'· 

nice new cars that they have that they can drive out of Labrador West, 

that they will not feel like the people of Bell Island where I was 

ilorn and raised where all you do on a Sunday afternoon is drive around 

the loop or up around Lance Cove loop. So they will be glad to get 

r the road, Sir, but that is not the point. That is all beside the point 

and it would be a terrific legal wran~e to take Labrador away from 

us. Now I think I would personally fi~ht before I would allow 

it to happen if I were still alive or if it ever came to the crunch. 

But I believe, Sir, tl1at we have to make our 

presence felt and that the business people in this Province are going 

to have to buck up and start doing business in Labrador West and not 

let it go by default to the Province of Quebec. And I commend my 

suggestion to the Hinister of Justice. I t.'link it is a darn good 

idea, Sir, and one that we would be proud of if we could see our 

members of the Newfoundland Constabulary policing these border towns 

of Wabush and Labrador City. 

~lR. SPEAKER: The bon. Hinister of Recreation and Rehabilitation. 

MR. HICKEY: Hr. Speaker, I want to add a word of support to the 

petition. I do not wish to get involved into saying tvhich petition 

is which but I certainly want to sa~ as the former Minister of 

Transportation and as one who has been involved in discussions with 

the Federal Government and other governments in connection with 

transportation in Labrador,I certainly want to add my support to the 

whole question of improving transporation in that very important area 

of the Province. 

Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to stay within the 
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NR. lllCi<EY: confines of the rules and for ~ to say what I want to say 

insofar as t he posicion taken by the Opposition insofar as this 

petition is concerned . I do not wish in any way to take anything from 

the member for Eagle River. I believe it is fair to say, Mr. Speaker , 

that be is since.re in his efforts in behalf of Labrador as are, indeed mv 

colleague from Naskaupi and my colleague from Meni.hek. But, 

Mr. Speaker, some people have short memories. Does t he bon. 

gentleman forget that the Leader of t !1e Opposition, the member for 

Lal'oile, 

,t 
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MR. HICKEY: the member for Fogo, the 

member for Conception Bay South, to name a few -

MR. NOLAN: Now keep it clean. 

HR. HICKEY: - oh, I always keep things 

clean - hon. members of the former administration who 

would not, Mr. Speaker, even talk to Quebec about 

transportation in Labrador. 'Keep Labrador in isolation,' 

they said, 'if necessary, but do not ever put a road 

through.' And, Mr. Speaker, what government talked to 

Quebec? What government presented a proposal? What 

government laid the problem squarely at the feet of the 

federal government by ~ay of a joint proposal? This 

administration, Mr. Spe~ker, this one? 

AN HON. HEHBER: The rules have been broken. 

MR. HICKEY: Sorry, Mr. Speaker, if the 

rules have been broken. I will get back to the main meat 

of the petition. 

Mr. Speaker, nobody can but 

support the prayer of this petition, but in doing so, 

Sir, I think we have to realize certain things, and one 

is that we are not going to keep Labrador from Quebec 

simply by adopting the attitude of not letting them in 

to do this,or not letting them put a road through or 

anything of that nature. The real proof of ownership of 

a territory, Mr. Speaker, is in occupation by people and 

the development of business and industry in that area so 

that our people will live in Labrador - not just say of 

a line on a map -there is our boundary, we own that 

great land mass, but nothing going on there, which to the 

greatest degree, Mr. Speaker, has been the case with the 

exception of a kind of spotty development such as 

Churchill Falls and Wabush and Labrador City. It is too 
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MR. HICKEY: bad, Mr. Speaker, that the 

former government did not when they developed 

Churchill Falls, say, 'Yes,' to the Province of Quebec, 

'we will agree, but put a road across Labrador.' Too bad. 

But no, Mr. Speaker, they had their blinkers on. And now 

we find hon. gentlemen awfully concerned, My, we have to 

move instantly to hang on to Labrador because we are going 

to lose it! What nonsense! Mr. Speaker, I do not question 

the fact - as I say, the hon. the member for Eagle River 

(Mr. Strachan) and my two colleagues on this side express 

concern, and so they should, but, Mr. Speaker, the thing 

must be put in proper perspective. And indeed, we have 

waited too long. A government in this Province prior to 

1970 should indeed have recognized this problem. And 

I do not think my friend from Eagle River would indeed 

deny that, I think he is too sincere an individual to 

deny that - that it is not a simple matter of rushing to 

do things now. We should reflect indeed on what was not 

done before. That is not to say that two wrongs make a 

I am not suggesting that. 

In any event, Mr. Speaker, 

I wish to go on record and add my support to this petition 

and I hope when I have an opportunity to speak in the 

debate that I will be able to give some further detail 

as to the position taken by this goyernment since we have 

been in office with regard to the whole question of 

transportation in Labrador. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. the member for 

Conception Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support 

the prayer of the petition and to, if I may, cover a 

couple of points. I would assume I will be granted the 

i" i. 
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MR. NOLAN: same levity extended to the 

hon. gentleman opposite. 

AN HON. HEMBER: Levity? 

MR. NOLAN: Do not ask me to spell it. 

MR. R. MOORES: You cannot spell levity. 

MR. NOLAN: In reference to the former 

administration which I would assume I can reply to, 

Mr. Speaker, this debate was on, I thought - or not a 

debate, but the comments in support of a petition - were 

on a fairly high plane until our hon. friend rose opposite 

and whang-o, Mr. Speaker, away she goes again. 

MR. W.N. ROWE: 

MR. NOLAN: 

way, it seems. 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR . NOLAN: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. RIDEOUT: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

(Inaudible) hard core debate . 

Hard core debate. There is no 

(Inaudible) I·Tarmed up. 

Yes, well, I mean -

Things will get warm down on nuckworth Street -

Not warmed up - it is when he warms it over 
is the problem. 

Order, please! Order, please! 

We are not dealing with a - roAn 

on Duckworth Street! 

MR. NOLAN: 

MR. HICKEY: 

AN RON. HEllnER: 
MR. SPEAKER: 

MR. HICKEY: 

I hate to interfere, Mr.Speaker, 

A point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
Up she comes! 

A point of order. 

I think the han. gentleman 

maybe is anxious to see 'up she comes', but if he wants to 

play that game which he has been playing for a while now, 

then I am anxious - indeed, overanxious - for him to play 

his little game. He said, 'Things will get warm down on 

Duckworth Street next month. What is that supposed to mean? 

Could he explain? 

MR. SPEAKER: No. Order, please! 

!
•:r 



T 

May 17, 1978 Tape No. 3279 NM- 1 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. HICKEY: Would he explain? 

MR. SPEAKER: No, order -

MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) 

MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, if you would permit 

Your Honour, I would be delighted to hear. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! 

MR. RIDEOUT: Obey the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman take his seat. 

I cannot hear any further argument on that. Some points of order 

when they are brought up the Chair hears argument, some the Chair 

invites argument, but it is always a discretionary matter. Sometimes 

things are so evident that it would be absurd,perhaps , to hear 

argument and there is no point of order before the House with 

respect to the matter eluded to, there is nothing for the House 

to make a decision on. 

The hon. member for Conception 

Bay South. 

MR. NOLAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The late Governor Duckworth 

would surely roll in his 2rave if he could hear it all going back 

and forth hare this afternoon. Getting back again to the former 

administration, Mr. Speak•r, and the remarks by my hon. friend, 

is it any wonder that the people of Labrador have a sort of a gut 

feelinR that those in responsible positions look· upon that land 

and its people as, or the land as the land that God gave to Cain. 

Unless it is in our best interest to suck something out of it, 

whether it is to go hunting and fishing, if one can afford the 

necessary apparatus, or whether it is taken out in iron ore 

profits or any other kind of profit! then we seem to know where it is and we 

know how to get at, apparently, the life's blood of Labrador. As 

for the suggestion by our hon. friend from St. John's South (Dr. J. Collins) 

that we were not interested, or we were opposing a road to Quebec, this 
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MR. NOLAN: is not so. It is not my 

understanding. I am not against it for one minute. We do not, 

on this side of the House at least, live in isolation, 

not interested in it at all. And we want a road. It is needed 

and needed badly. 

Now, I would like to make another 

reference to this business about the possible separation of 

Labrador eventually. I do not think it is going to happen 

certainly in the time of most of us here in the House, if it 

happens at all. But I believe it is the duty of those of us who 
I 

are in the House, who can see any possibility of it happening 
1,_ 

down the road, that we have to take all necessary steps within 

our power to see that it does not come about by the benign 

neglect, as our friend the hon. Leader of the Opposition 

referred to. I would like to make a little suggestion now, 

there are so many things we hear about PR reports. By the way 

in the PR report we heard reference to this afternoon was there 

anv NewfoundlAnder in this grnuo at all? 

MR. NEARY: The leader was • 

MR. NOLAN: Tbe leader, no, no, a member nf the 

PR group. 

MR. NEARY: The leader was payin~~: the bill. 

MR. NOLAN: Remember the PR North America, 

all North America! Was there a Newfoundlander who is a member 

of the grnup referred to? That is the question I ask. 

MR. NEARY: Probably the Premier who was -----
payin2 the bill? 

MR. NOLAN: The Premier is not a member of it. 

They are all Newfoundlanders. 

MR. NOLAN: What is the sense, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. RIDEOUT: The dimwit has no sense anyway. 

You should know that. 

MR. NOLAN: I would like to make a suggestion 
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MR. NOLAN: now to the hon. the 

Premier if he is in the precincts of the House, and I suspect 

he is. 

Not more than two years ago 

I sat in,I believe,the Senate Buildin~ in Ottawa at a 

Parliamentary Conference with the hon. Speaker, and the mem~er 

for Harbour Grace (Mr. Young), and for thirty minutes I watched 

a film allegedly on how a Legislature works, in this particular 

instance in the Province of Quebec. 

MR. DINN: You should be a reporter. 

MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I resent the 

remarks that are being caat this side again by the 

Minister of Municipal Affairs. He made a mess of Foxtrap, 

do not let him ruin this House please. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Fling him out. 

MR. RIDEOUT: Dimwit. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! All hon. 

members have the right to speak without interruption. 

MR. NOLAN: Getting back to my suggestion, 

.Mr. Speaker, that film de~icted quite clearly, for all of us 

to see as did the han. Speaker, a map of Quebec and Newfoundland 

was also included in the film, a map there, and all of Quebec 

was covered in red, Newfoundland, the Island portion was in 

yellow I believe. But the indication is, as I am sure my 

hon. friend is aware, an indication again in a film that has 

been in libraries and for all educational institutions in 

Quebec, another indicat;ion, blatant indication that thi11 

land mass is owned by the Province of Quebec. 

Now here is a suagestion, why 

not as a project this Summer have some of our students, or whoever 

the government wishes to appoint, round up all the information that 

is now available in Quebec throuah tourism, highways maps, filma 

or anythina else that is available and we will have one solid case 

lj 
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MR. NOLAN: to slap on the table of this 

House, or any other House I suggest, proving - if we were doing 

that, .if we in Newfoundland were attempting to distribute this 

kind of propaganda and literature with a great territorial 

grab such as they are doing in reference to their land there 

would be murder. There would be a national news story tonight, 

We are too bloody soft here. And it is time we stood up. 

This should not be a partisan thing. It is not PC - Liberal 

territory, it. is Newfoundland Labrador. So why do we not 

at least take a look at this? I think if we lay this information 

on the table of this House and it is readily available to the 

public I am sure in many, many places because members opposite, 

as well as myself, have seen it. 

Let us gather this material 

and you would be amazed at the massive material that they have 

quite deliberately set out to distribute world-wide in some 

instances and I, as a Newfoundlander, resent it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Bay of Islands. 

MR. WOODROW: Mr. Speaker, I would like to support 

the petition presented by ·the hon. member for Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) 

and the similar one presented by the hon. member for 

Eagle River (Mr. Strachan), And I do not think, Mr. Speaker, that 

the people in ~•br•dor care who support the petition. These poor 

people, I have been down there myself at least once and I have 

heard a lot said about the peonle of Labrador since I came to 
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MR. WOODROW: 

to this hon. House. I think what they are looking for is some help and 

guidance from the members of this legislature. I do feel in fact 

discouraged, Mr. Speaker, when anybody,! do not care what side of the 

Rouse he is on gets up and tries to play politics with poor unfortunate 

people. I think it is a shocking crime. Now, I also feel, Mr. Speaker, 

that the hon. member for Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) certainly did not delay 

the petition as he was accused of doing because he was having it presented 

today seeing that we are talking about the resolution on Labrador. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, in speaking on the petition I 

want to congratulate the three han. members, the han. member for Menihek 

(Mr. Rousseau), Eagle River (Mr. Strachan) and Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) 

because almost every time you turn on a radio or a television they are 

on speaking about the problems of Labrado~e~P.eciallv dtrin~ the 

past few days the hon. member for Naskaupi and from Eagle River 

certainly brought Labrador to the forefront. Now I for one,in fact, 

I certainly would join any member who said that he would fight to keep 

Labrador as a part of Newfoundland. I certainly would go down there 

myself because it is, as we all know, our land. Of course,like everything 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard it said on open line this morning and yesterday 

morning that Labrador was neglected by the former and by the present 

administration. Well let us,for example,forget all that and let us 

bury the past, let us try in a non-partisan way - I believe the han. 

member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) mentioned the fact that we 

should try to work on this great land because after all I do feel that 

the future of the Province at large certainly depends upon the minerals 

that are found and hopefully will be found, the offshore minerals and 

the like along the Labrador Coast. 

So,Mr. Speaker, probably I should add this,in all the 

problems we have there is one thing we have to think about, that is 

there is only so much money to go around. I would like to have,in 

fact,all the streets in the Bay of Islands district paved but I know 

it is unreasonable because we have not got the money. But we only 

have so much money and we have to use that to our best advantage. 
' " I 
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MR. WOODROW: 

So,Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly support the petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Port au Port. 

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to support the 

petition which was presented by the hon. member for Eagle River (Mr. 

Strachan) and the member for Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) and signed by 

some two thousand odd signatures. A year ago or a year and a half 

ago there were three by-elections in this Province where the slogan 

of the government was, this land is our land. And the implication of 

that particular slogan was that we were very concerned about Quebec 

and that this administration was going to look after Quebec. But 

after those particular by-elections we did not hear very much afterwards. 

Now it has taken the action by the Government of Quebec to stir up the 

emotions on the government side of the House again. This is another 

example of government by crisis or government which reacts to crisis and 

nothing is done until there is a crisis. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe that this road is a top 

priority. It is a priority more important than any other priority in the 

Province and we in the Opposition as long as I have been here, the past 

three years, have been calling for the implementation and the upgrading 

and the extension of that Freedom Road. Mr. Speaker, I lived in Labrador 

on two occasions and I know what the isolation of that area does to 

people and I know that there are people in Labrador who have separatist 

feelings and there are people in Labrador who do not feel that this 

particular government is doing much for them, that this particular 

Province is doing much for them. But they do not like Quebec either. 

Now I feel that if we do not counter this chess move by Quebec 
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:1R. J. HODDER: then we will find because of isolation and because 

of feelings that Labrador will become not only economically associated, 

as it is becoming very quickly now, but also socially associated with 

Quebec and after that who knows what will happen. 

I believe that the Freedom Road as a link with 

this Province would also open up Labrador economically. The road 

there would give us easier access to those resources. I believe that 

this government must do more than to build a road to win the hearts and 

minds of the people of Labrador but I believe that the building of this 

road would be a start. 

HR. SPEAKER: The han. ~1inister of Transportation and Communications. 

MR. W. DOODY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to add my voice in support 

of the two petitions presented to the House this afternoon by some 

2,004 people from the Labrador area. It is certainly the stated 

intention and intent . of everybody in New-foundland to try as quickly 

as possible to get that road situation, that road network established 

in that huge landmass of Labrador. The urgency is there, the need is 

there and certainly the support is there. I think that the will and 

the purpose are there. It has been pointed out by speakers previous 

to me that the problem is a very obvious one_and it is a financial 

one. The Department of Regional and Economic Expansion have been 

presented with a rather large and substantial package which is a matter 

of common knowledge and I am sure that most han. members have seen it. 

Certainly those who want to see it have seen it and those who have not 

are certainly quite welcome to look at it. I told some people recently 

in the district of Fogo that we had their road situation on the top of 

the list with DREE. I subsequently discovered that that was an erroneous 

statement and I had misinformed these people but I have subsequently 

corrected that error and the ~ackage that has been so well presented in 

the House by the people of Fogo has subsequently taken a very important 

position on that list to DREE. I just take this opportunity of getting that 

message in aere because I do not want to give anybody the impression 

that I am trying to mislead them. 
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MR. W. DOODY: But I also want to give the impression very clearly 

to the House and to the people of this Province that although we can 

look to DREE and can ask DREE and the Government of Canada for help 

and assistance in these programmes and projects the ultimate responsibility 

is here in this Province, in this legislature. The road situation in 

the Province of Newfoundland is the responsibility of the Government 

of Newfoundland and the assistance that we can get from the Government 

of Canada is assistance that we will certainly welcome and assistance 

that we will urgently chase after and hope for. 

Many items have been mentioned in support of the 

petition, Sir, and there are one or two that I would like to touch on. 

It is unfortunate I know that the money that was spent in the development 

of the Western Labrador area when the mines were being opened, the money 

that was spent for instance in the building of the Quebec North Shore 

Railway, the value in purchasing terms of that money at that time had 

it been spent on a road connecting Western Labrador to the Coast tvould 

have certainly gotten us off in a very, very substantial way towards the 

goal that is now, Sir, obvious to all of us. I can remember distinctly 

a very prominent Newfoundland statesman at the time saying that the iron 

of Labrador would go South to Sept Isles over his dead body and we were 

all verv proud of tnat particular stand and stance of that government 

and of that. But unfortunately that did not happen. The iron ore 

headed South and the economic benefits which my friend from Naskaupi 

mentioned earlier that were derived . and are being derived from the 

mines and from the water resources and other resources of Labrador 

very,very small portions of it find their way into the Treasury or 

into the pockets of the people of the Province of Newfoundland. And that 

was primarily, Sir, because of the transportation arrangements that were · 

made at that time. Had we known then what we know now I have no doubt 

that different arrangements would have been made. It has cost 
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MR. DOODY: 

a great deal more to make them now and it will be a great deal more 

difficult but at least now that we have the opportunity we should press 

on and trY as quickly as we can to get in these hookups. I do 

not think it is a matter of as somebody has said, the Province of 

Newfoundland sucking the profits out of the people of Labrador or 

the mainland part of the Province of Newfoundland as I prefer to 

call it. The people of this Province have sucked very little profit 

out of Labrador. The rest of Canada has managed to be the beneficiary 

of the great giveaway programmes in that part of our Province. I 

think you will see a different situation in the offshore development 

of the Labrador Coast and I think that the people in Labrador and the 

rest of our Province will benefit to a great deal from that particular 

programme which is a change in direction, Sir. I am only too happy to 

support the petition, Sir. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR.. SPEAKER: The han. member for Fogo. 

CAPT. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I want to lend my support to the petitions 

so ably presented by my colleague, the member for Eagle River and 

also the member for that area. Sir, there is one thing we must 

all admit and that is that it is going to be a monumental task to provide 

all the roads that are necessary in Labrador. Having said that, Sir, 

I firmly believe that money and machinery can do it. There is no doubt 

in my mind about that. I have seen roads built in Labrador especially in 

the Northern part around Saglek Bay and in Hopedale when the Americans 

started to build bases there.Up to then nothing but a gull, a sea gull 

would pitch on top of the mountains where they now have roads where you 

can drive certain vehicles, four-wheel drives I would assume, but 

certainly it is possible to do. And, Sir, the terrain in the section 

of road which we are thinking about is a difficult terrain to build 

roads, and I am not an engineer but from observations I would suspect 

that that is the case. 

There is one thing we must admit and that is we must 

show our presence and we must show the intent and that can only be done 

t 
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CAPT. WINSOR: 

through this government and,of course, through this government and the 

federal government at Ottawa. Because, Sir, once that road is started 

then it is goin.g to be not only the construction of it, but after it is 

constructed the maintenance and keeping it cleared during the Winter 

season and we get an awfully early Winter in Labrador. Those things 

all have to be borne in mind. But, Sir, we are not against the people 

in Labrador West having an outlet to the Province of Quebec. It is 

human nature to be very happy if there is an outlet from one community 

to the other. We have no more hesitation on that than we have, for 

instance, driving from the Province of New Brunswick into the Province 

of Quebec or from the Province of New Brunswick into the Province of 

Nova Scotia. What is the difference? You know people want a free 

transportation to and fro from one province to the other. Of course, 

I believe also that Mr. Levesque is thinking very seriously of providing 

that road link all the way down to Labrador City because this is going 

to enhance his referendum. I firmly believe that this is in the back 

of his mind. If he can get that score then,of course,that is going 

to enhance that referendum and make his party that much more popular. 

So I would say, Mr. Speaker, in supporting this 

petition that we have to act. It is immaterial how we do it. If it 

has got to be done through the federal government, then we must go 

and impress upon the federal government how important this is for 

Newfoundland to retain its identity in the Province of Newfoundland 

and 1of course,especially in that part of Newfoundland called Labrado~ 

Because, Sir, right now I feel that Quebec has no recognition at all, 

no recognition of Newfoundland's claim to Labrador. They are trying 

to edge in every day and if we are not careful it will be, as someone 

said, the Russians will dominate the world within a fifty year period 

without 
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CAPTAIN WINSOR: firing a shot, it 

may not take that long for Quebec to dominate that part of 

Labrador if we are not very careful. So, Mr. Speaker, I 

certainly support both petitions. 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. the Premier. 

~ER MOO~ Mr. Speaker, I riRe also to 

support the petition. It waa supposed to be Private Members' 

Day where Labrador was the item to be discussed, but certainly 

to support this petition is certainly no problem whatsover 

from where I sit. 

The road network in Labrador, 

as evervone knows, is going to coat a colossal amount of money. 

As an example, Sir, the Goose Bay to Gull Island road which 

is seventy-five miles only of what we are talking about, has 

been estimated to cost some $35 million. But that,of course1 

is a lot of money and if we talk from Goose to Churchill to 

get that upgraded and done you are talking about - the total 

from Goose to Churchill beina approximately $100 million. 

Now,if we take from Churchill 

to Wabush via Esker which I understand is about 155 miles, of 

which 115 is there in a rough sort of a road now and the 

balance of 40 miles would be from Esker to Wabush, that would 

be an extra $150 million. 

So in other words, Sir, the 

road from Goose to Wabush, or Labrador City, you are talking 

approximately $250 million. Now, Sir, that is a lot of money 

but once again, as has been said here today, that is also something 

that helps, not just opec,sup Labrador, not juat access to other 

parts of the world and so on, but it does more than that which 

I will deal with in a moment. 

Before doing that, the road 

of course from L'Anse-au-Clair to that hiahwav. how much that 
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PREMIER MOORES : would cost over that particular 

terrain I think the Lord alone knows because there has been no 

surveys to my knowledge done of it to sny great degree. I do 

know that the Straits Road, just from L'Anse-au-clair to Red 

Bay would cost some $17 million to put in shape. I forget the 

exact length of that road. I think it is about fifty or sixty 

miles. I can be corrected on that. But when we talk about the 

Coast of Labrador,of course,we are going to have to be talking 

about airstrips and connections of this sort for quite some 

time. 

Now, Sir, in my opinion the 

way that the communications network in Labrador is going 

to be developed ia through the industrial development of 

Labrador which gives two reasons for it to be connected up in 

a great many cases. Reasons such as connecting hydro sites, 

connecting mining sites with other areas and so on. This is 

the natural way for it to happen and I wmt to make one thing 

clear to my hon. friend fror. Po~t au Port who spoke a few 

moments ago about the lack of concern for Labrador, we have 

a proposal into Dree now for $130 million, and of that 

proposal $70 million is for highways, or for communications 

and transportation needs. 

I suggest, Sir, that one of 

the things 1 I guess 1 that we use as an excuse if you like, or 

sometimes not giving it the proper credence is the fact that 

in the whole of Labrador we have 38,000 people. It is very 

difficult when we talk of spending $130 million, or $250 million 

for a road, it is very difficult to identify the $250 million 

bill to be spent with 38,000 peonle. 6,000 of those,of courseL 

live on the Coast. But, Sir, I would suggest that in Labrador 

we are talking more thllll just the people and the use of the 

highways themselves. As I said the tourist potential of the 

area, the fisheries potential of the area which would not be affected 
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PREMIER MOORES : so much by this road, the mineral 

develonm~nt of the area, the connectin2 of the hydro sites alone, 

and when we talk, Sir, of Labradnr South, I mean when you think 

about the Pinware River, the FiR River, the St. Lewis, 

the Alexis, the Eagle, the Paradise, all these rivers I would 

sug~est eventually1 at leaat,have the potential of being 

devel~ed for hydro sites, and if that is the case,of course, 

they will have to be connected up. And when you talk about 

the hundreds of millions of dollars, and billions of dollars 

that it cost to build those sites, then the road becomes 

insi~ificant compared to the site develonment itself. 

I am saying, Sir, that 

the communication situation in Labrador is one of major 

concern. The identifying of the isolation in Labrador I would 

suggest is of 2reater concern and transvortation is a part 

of that cure. 

The difference in isolation 

between Labrador City and Nain I would sua~est is uniquely 

different. But then I would su2gest that probably the people 

in Nain are more used to isolation than the peonle are in 

Labrador City. I may be wrong on that. 

But, Sir, what I will say 

in closing, I am sorry there is one minute left here. 

AN HON. MEMBER: By leave. 

PREMIER MOORES : No. No. But what I want to 

say, Sir,- I will speak later when the debate comes on- but what 

I want to say, Sir, one thin2 iA that the one way that Quebec 
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PREMIER MOORES : 

could never have any hope of taking over Labrador or having the sympathy 

of the people who live in Labrado~ and they are the people after all 

whose destiny you are talking about 1 the only way, Sir, that that 

can be avoided and must be avoided at all cost is that Labrador 

resources as they are developed for export to Ontario or export to the 

Island part of the Province or whatever, the first beneficiaries of those 

resources have to be the people of Labrador themselves, tpere is no 

question about tha4Whether it is through a Port Labrador, through a 

railway in Labrador that allows a development in that regard, whether 

it is transportation in Labrador or industrial development, ann if there 

is secondary industrial development that can be spinoffs from energy 

or what have you, in my opinion,if at all humanly possible they should 

be established in Labrador first. 

In closing, Sir, what I would say is that it is the 

intention of this government and I know any government in the future 

that the priority of the resource development in Labrador must and 

has to be for Labradorians first, the Province second and Canada third. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Eagle River. 

MR. STRACHAN: Mr. Speaker, I noticed the Premier knows the 

fishing rivers well.In , his long lists of fishing which well he should. 

I do not object to that. He is well acquainted with them. In support 

of this petition, this second petition on this subject, I would like 

to point out one or two things about this. I think the petition 

was caused recently because of the building of the road by Quebec 

Cartier Mining by other interested people in the government of Quebec 

in the Province of Quebec. I listened to the member for St. John's South 

(Dr. Collins) talk about the feeling of being in isolation. We 

are not talking about isolationism here~ we are not talkine about 

the road being not required. we are not talking about, we should 

not have it? we-- feel definitely that the road should be there, of course. 

Who would want to be an isolationist living in an area and not want 

to have dealings with another Province. We cannot fault Quebec for 

building the road. Of course,they are building the road to satisfy their 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

own needs and well they may. 

Our basic argument is that we feel that this road 

was done and my belief is that this road was caused to be constructed, 

got underway - the Freedom Road west not the Freedom Road east - in 

a very insidious, very quiet, very hidden way. Because for a number 

of weeks now that equipment has been working. What are we talking 

about? We are talking about joining up approximately 100 miles on 

that side of Labrador City using to a large extent striking iron ore 

workers, using Quebec Cartier Mining equipment, using a number of things 

like this plus the government of Quebec helping and assisting. Also, 

with pickets placed at Ferment , so that one could not see what was 

going on. Now why place pickets on a road if a road is being built< 

Why deny as there have been many denials, even up until as recently as 

yesterday, denials that the road is taking place at all? Why deny the 

fact that the road is being built? They are denying the road is being 

built and,in fact,have stopped construction on the road right now. And 

the statement that I have heard passed on to me, I must admit passed 

on to me, is that they have stopped construction until the publicity 

dies down on it,until there is no more publicity about the road and 

it all dies a natural death and then up comes the Quebec Cartier mining 

workers again, their equipment will go in place, the Province of Quebec 

will move on and the road will be constructed to Labrador City and 

Wabush. 

That is why that petition has 2,000 names and I 

believe other petitions following with 3,000 or 4,000 names on them. 

The reason is that they believe that there is more than just a road 

link. And our argument is not that it should not be there, our 

argument as this petition puts down is that the road link should also 

be and probably first of all,be to Happy Valley-Goose Bay not to the 

west. 

The Premier mentions the amount of money, $250 million, 

I do not want to enter into debate but we must remember that the road 

that is being built in Quebec is being built as a rough, dirt road, 

' .. 
r: . 
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MR. STRACHAN: 

What we are talkin$ about to limc up Wabush, Labrador City' with Happy 

Val.ley-Goose Bay is forty miles of road which could be like al.l the rest 

of the road,dirt road because most people in Labrador driving are accustomed 

to driving four by four vehicles. _Most of them going down the QUebec Road 

into Baie C()JDean or on to Montreal wherever they want to go will be 

driving trucks or four by four vehicles. So what we are talking about 

is not $250 lidllion , w_e ·· are talking about a small amount of money 

to link up tbe forty miles to allow you then to drive from Labrador 

City-Wabush round through Esker and then down through Chruchill Falls 

and doWl;l through Happy Valley-Goose Bay. And that could be done I 

would suggest. _:£·it is being done on .the other side for 100 miles by 

striking iron ore workers using 

·, 
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MR. STRACP..A."i: Quebec Cartier mining eauioment then surelv it can be 

done for very little funds on our side in order to give us ti1e 

Freedom Road and the real Freedom Road, 

The other argument basically is that,of course 7 

there is only a small population in Labrador and I agree that obviously 

$250 million sounds a lot of money to spend for a small population 

in Labrador, The point in thP netition,stated in the netitions by 

ti1e people is that in two vears out of Labrador Citv 

alor:.e $1.4 billion I believe or $1.6 billion worth of iron ore has 

been extracted. So tl~y feel that regardless of the size of the 

population they are contributing by far a great deal to the economy 

of this Province and to the economy of Canada and as such , t:1erefore, 

they are right in demanding that forty miles of dirt road be constructed 

and then let us consider the whole road after that. That is the poL~t 

of the petition and that is why tlle petition came about. I regret in 

many ways in the last few weeks there has been attempts to down play 

that road, to make out that road has not hPPn rh~r~, n~nn1D h~in~ 

ostriches and putting their heads in the sand because we will embarrass 

Newfoundland, embarrass the Province and embarrass the government and 
t· 

I do not believe that that should be allowed to continue like that. We 

should face up to the fact and that is why the petition was presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. member for Terra Nova. 

HR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I am not going to speak very long to this 

but I do want to add my support to this petition. Ravin~ soent some 

years in Western Lebrador I do have some feelings for the issues that 

have been raised here today, and certainly the issue of a road that 

would join effectively Western Labrador to Goose Bay thus directing t l1e 

economic activities of Labrador towards the island part of the Province. · 

So we have two major reasons coming really for this road, the economic 

reasons and the social reasons so that the people of Labrador can feel 

that they are indeed a part of this Province and that the island part 

of Newfoundland is concerned about the economics and about the social 

aspects and the needs of the people of Labrador. Transportation can be 
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:·JR. LUSH: very effective in determining these issues and in determining 

which way the economic developments or the economic benefits will accrue, 

in which way they will be directed and to which way social inclinations 

of people will be directed. And because the road from Quebec now 

joining to Western Labrador cert~inly makes this an necessity. 

Hr. Speaker, I do not see much to be gained in 

blaming past governments for what they did not do or what they did do 

that needs change and circumstances change. It is rather unfortunate 

that not enough people had the foresight to see what was happening in 

Lab~adcr and to be able to prevent the kind of movements that started 

in the last four or five years, the feelings of alienation. It was 

unfortunate that people did not see that but as I say I think things, 

needs and circumstances change and that possibly people did not have 

enough insight to look into these matters.But t he important thing, 

!1r. Speaker, is that we know tnat a situation exists today, certain 

circumstances exist and it is up to this House of Assembly to wrestle 

and come to grips with these issues and try and solve them. I only 

wish that we could get into communications because this certainly t"o-o 

is a very important area to solve the problems that we are talking 

about.Io bring people together socially, economically, to make them 

feel a part of one unit ~ot only the transportation aspect must 

be taken into consideration but the communications aspect. 

I think I have said in this House previously, 

i~. Speaker, that when I went to Labrador and Churchill Falls in 

particular,I felt that I was ~rein Quebec than I was in ~ewfoundland. 

There were no Newfoundland newspapers and this is not something that 

a government can deal with,but this is just the way it was. The radio 

programmes came out of Toronto, I think,and there '~as nothing to ;nake 

you feel a part of this Province. Certainly if we had a road 

communication to Goose Bay and directed towards the Province I think 

that would have given that feeling that Labrador and the Province of 

~ewfoundland are indeed one, that we are one Province-and I think this 

is what thi s petition is about so that we can eliminate t i1e feelings of 

alienation-that "'e are 
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HR. LUSH: one provinc~ that we are one 

peopie with common goals, and this road system would 

certainly go a long way ' to promote that sort of feeling. 

And I certainly hope that the government will move in 

that direction. We already have some starts with the 

road. We have a road from Churchill to Esker, a road 

that I have travelled over several times, every mile of 

it, and the Freedom Road from Churchill towards Goose Bay, 

travelled over every bit of that road. So we do have 

something to work with. I realize the cost is going to 

be a rather excessive cost, but in terms of what it will 

do in bringing the two parts of this Province together, 

I think, Mr. Speaker, it will be well worth the expenditure . 

So I hope that the government will look into this matter 

and try to do everything possible to grant the request 

of the petitioners for the good of the people of Labrador 

and for the good of the people qf the Island part of the 

Province - for the good of all of us. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice. 

MR. HICKMAN: How do you deal with the hon. 

gentlemen opposite, Mr. Speaker? Yesterday they were 

complaining because government members were not getting up 

and supporting petitions - today they have been up, and 

now that a few of us want to have a few modest and succinct 

words -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. HICKMAN: Not me, I never talk about the 

House on the air - never do. 

AN RON. MEMBER: The Premier would. 

MR. HICKMAN: Never do. My respect for this 

House is that we should always keep within the House 

I' 
I· 
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HR. HICKMAN: matters that belong in the 

House. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I want to deal 

with just two things, one, you know, it is a fact that 

a very detailed submission was made quite some time ago· 

when I was still Minister for Intergovernmental Affairs, 

to the Government of Canada, for massive DREE participation 

in the development of Labrador. I went to Goose two years 

ago, and met with the hon. Mr. Lessard, who has, I find, 

a tremendous feeling for Labrador that I wish he could 

convey to his colleagues in Ottawa. And at that meeting, 

which was a rather modest attempt to get some work underway 

in Labrador, I suggested to him that what we needed was a 

development programme not just for transportation, but in 

other areas as well. And he threw the challenge out to 

me for Newfoundland to prepare that submission, and this 

we did, very detailed, very well documented and, I think, 

well put together. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not 

regard the request for massive funding for the construction 

of the Trans-Labrador Highway as that of a province going 

and saying to the national government, Give us some more 

crumbs from your table. Because I regard, Mr. Speaker, 

that kind of proposal as one of national significance. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKMAN: What is happening to Canada 

today, Mr. Speaker, is that Canada is becoming too fat and 

too lazy and too self-satisfied, and we must look back 

and see what developed this nation. What developed this 

nation was when men like Sir John A. MacDonald said, 'We are 

going to build a Trans-Canada railway.' Nobody living 



~!ay 17, 19 7 8 Tape 3286 EC - 3 

HR. HI CK11AN: out there or next to nothing -

probably there were not as many people living in 

British Columbia at the time that the railway was built 

as there are in Labrador today. If the concept had been 

a 'user pay' one - the 'user pay' concept, as 

Premier Regan says, is very much in vogue in Ottawa 

today and is choking Atlantic Canada. If that 'user pay' 

concept had been around at that time we would not have 

had the kind of development in Western Canada that tve saw 

as a result of the development of transportation. 

Now it is the turn of the North, 

Hr. Speaker. What we need in Canada today, it will not be 

a band of steel, it will be a band of pavement stretching 

from Port Labrador right through to the.Yukon. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. HICKHAN: Because that is where Canada's 

future lies. It cannot be done if the 'user pay' concept 

comes into play. It can only be done when we find Canadians 

who are prepared to, what may be regarded by some economists 

as taking a very reckless act, when we find some Canadians 

-Canadian political leaders, Canadian business leaders -

who are prepared to gamble the billions of dollars that are 

going to be necessary to open up this last frontier. 

I believe that the great frontier 

of the North is in the Labrador section of our Province, but 

there are other parts of the North of this nation that have 

potential that is equally as good 
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MR. HICKMAN: 

probably not as plentiful. And I would submit, Mr. Speaker, that what 

we need,and I gather from the comments that have been forthcoming from 

hon. gentlemen on both sides of this House that there is unanimity, 

that there has to be massive federal involvement along with the Province 

in this concept. We have taken the first step. The ball right now, 

I would submit, is in the court of our colleagues in Ottawa. I wish 

they would bounce it back to us so we can get a handle on it and get 

on with the job. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. George's. 

MRS. MACISAAC: Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to say a couple of words 

in support of both petitions. I would just like to say that I do not 

think the people of Labrador care too much where the highway comes from 

or where the money comes from as long as they are able to travel on it. 

But it is my understanding, and I may be misinformed·, but I know $250 

million seems like an awful lot of money for 38,000 people but it is still 

38,000 people in isolation. I would like to see the emphasis put on 

the road built towards the Island part of the Province naturally rather 

than in the other direction. I am wondering if this would be a new 

part of the Trans-Canada Highway or a new Trans-canada Highway. Would 

we not get a much larger percentage than - I do not see the provincial 

government having to put in all that much money since it is a new highway. 

I may be misinformed but it is my understanding that the federal 

government would be paying the bigger chunk of it. It certainly would 

not be, I do not think, a fifty-fifty deal. 

But regardless of what that may be I would certainly 

like to see the people in Labrador happy as far as the road link is 

concerned and a link towards the Island. I am also concerned about 

the fact that Quebec is taking such an interest in that area,For one 

thing I do not trust Quebec and I certainly do not trust Mr. Levesque 

and I believe that if he was in the position to get one inch of our 

territory, give him an inch and he will certainly think that he is the 

ruler of the Province. So I would like to see a lot of interest and a lot 

r 
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MRS. MACISAAC: 

of concern directed towards that just to find out what the intention 

of Quebec is in that respect. Their intentions may be honourable but on 

the other hand they may very well not be. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. W. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I want to join my colleagues on both sides 

of the House to support this petition so ably presented by my colleague 

and by our friend across the House. I think it is a very important 

petition and the fact that it has been signed by so many residents of 

the Labrador area I think speaks for itself. Mr. Speaker, the feeling 

of isolation is not a very good feeling. Some of us who have had the 

experience of living in isolated areas I am sure can well understand 

the concern that is being expressed by the people of Labrador and in 

fact, I suppose, by people in other parts of the Province where roads 

are necessary, needed. We can appreciate their concern. That is 

why I think most Newfoundlanders would be very happy' to support this 

petition. 

I believe the need for the road is very important 

at this time because, as the previous speaker pointed out, I think 

that Quebec is obviously anxious to establish that kind of a presence 

in Labrador and even though the cost, as pointed out by the Premier, 

would be in the many, many millions of dollars, probably far beyond 

the financial capability of the Province at this particular point in 

time, then I believe that if we are going to retain the good will and 

support of our fellow Newfoundlanders who live in Labrador that it is 

going to be necessary for us to establish that kind of a presence, 

establish that kind of a link with the Island part of the Province 

·'· 
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MR.. W. CARTER: that kind of a link 

with the Island part of the Province. 

Again, Hr. Speaker , I have 

no hesitation at all in supporting this petition and I know 

that my colleaRUe, the Minister of Transportation and Communications 

will do all he can, as indeed his colleagues in Cabinet, in 

br1D4ing about an early solution to this very serious 

problem. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I rise also to 

support the prayer of the petition presented so ably by my 

friend and colleague fr0111 Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) and also 

the petition presented by the member for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan). 

Mr. Speaker, this road is a very, 

very important road, to not only the people of Labrador but to 

all the people in Newfoundland, arid certainly everything must 

be done. I am sure the Minister of Transportation and 

Communications, as Miniater of Intergovernmental Affairs, will 

be pushing the case for Labrador and pushing the case to the 

federal government to get this road, such a great need for the 

people of that part of the Province of Newfoundland., I think 

Mr. Speaker, we should get away from the idea of talking about 

who owns Labrador, because nobody owns Labrador. Labrador 

is part of Newfoundland. It will always be part of 

Newfoundland. And, Mr. Speaker, if we can get just part of, 

just a small part of, half of the return that we should be 

getting from the development at Churchill Falls_ as the han. 

Premier indicated, it costs $250 million to do this road_ and if 

we could get half of the development at Churchill Falls, half of 

what w~ given away on that one development, we c~d get that road 

done. And we will work through Intergovernmental Affairs, through 

Ottawa and through Quebec, but one of these days that road will 

be done and we will do it. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 



May 18, 1978 Tape No, 3288 NM- 2 

MR. SPEAKER: The han. Minister of Consumer 

Affairs and the EnviroDIIIent. 

MR. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I would hate like 

heck to be left out of this because there might be a headline 

saying that Ank Murphy was against this road in Labrador. But 

I believe we are on a very good tack today as far as this 

is concerned, I think evervbody will .concede it is a great 

worthy project ·to build the road across Labrador. In my own 

association with various areas of Labrador I can go back 

nearly thirty yea~s before the town of Happy Valley was bui1t 

there, when I stood there on the way down to the old 

Hamilton River Boat Club with a counle of friends of mine 

~nd one . said, "Look, ri~~:ht here is going to be the main street 

through Happy Valley and right here -" and I look at my 

han. colleague over there from Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) 

and I think of that day when we came down from the mountain, 

clad only in our shnrts, with a raincoat on us - we 

had just assisted the former Premier to blow the top off of 

the mountain in Churchill Falls, 

MR. NOLAN: The Late Donald Gordon 

was with us, 

MR.. MURPHY: And Donald Gordon,and I will 

not repeat what he said coming down when we met him and the 

water squelching out of his boots, and he said, "If anybody 

mentions this," adjective, adjective, adjective, adjective, 

adjective, "Churchill Falls to me again," he said, "I will 

literally choke him." 

But, Mr. Speaker, when I think 

of all of this debate about Labrador belonging to whom and Labrador 

belon11:ing to Quebec or belonging to anybody else, I think of a very 

bitter debate that I took part in when I was on the other side 

when we went out of our way, and I think wrongly at this time, I do 

not want to get into another debate, to rename this Province of 
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MR. MURPHY: Newfoundland which consisted 

of all that area, to Newfoundland and Labrador. I think of that 

and I .think it was with that concession ri2ht at the staTt, l'l:h·, 

that we d:ld acknowledge that we were not sure tbat we did 

own Labrador. 

And when I was in Labrador 

quite recently, and I think if every.bqdy gets worked up about 

Quebec having this and Quebec having that, and I lo.aked at 

my watch, it 1s naw approximately five-thirty here in 

St. John's, in Bellevue, in Buc:hans, in Corner Brook, Port 

au Port, Port aux Basques, what time is it in Gaoae 

Bay at thiR time? Will someou tell me? 

MR. NOLAN: Half an hour earlier. 

MR. MURPHY: It is five o 1 c:lack in Goose 

Bay at thia time. 

MR. RIDEOUT: _ Your time is right on. 

I 
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;.JR. A.J. HURPHn WP-ll approximately I said and in 

Labrador City, is that Newfoundland time? That is Nova Scotia time. 

Rightt I- took a short trip up to see this beautiful town of Ferment -

is that the name of it there? Fourteen miles 1I think,from Labrador 

City. It is now 5:30 P.M. in St. John's and in Newfoundland and 

5:00 P .H. in Goose Bay and what time is it in Fermont·1 Four o'clock. 

Why? Because the people of Quebec and Montreal that is their time, 

nothing else. Four o'clock in Quebec and four o'clock in Ferment 

which is a part of Quebec/but here we are in Newfoundland five-thirty 

ar..d in Happy Valley-Goose Bay which ''e say is ours there is a half hour 

difference. How it happened I do not know really. But this is perhaps 

the first time that we have had the chance to debate this thing. It has 

taken all afternoon. I do not think it iUis been any waste of time, it 

is Private 11ember 1 s Day - Labrador. But will someone say to me now 

to reinforce without a foolish change of ~<ewfoundlanci and Labrador or 

Newfoundland and Corner Brook or Newfoundland and Bay of Islands or 

Newfoundland, will someone say to me now or say it to all of us, should 

we not now make it approximately twenty-five minutes to six in Happy 

Valley-Goose Bay and in Labrador and Wabush and Churchill F.alls? Would 

that be any help to us psychologically and many other ways? Am I w~ong? 

Am I stupid? Am I foolish? In my opinion we can preach all we like. 

Psvcholo2 ica11vhif we have a presence there and your brother or my 

brother or my cousin when he or she phones me from Rappey Valley-Goose Bay 

is talking the same language as you and I, it is now twenty-five 

minutes to six here where I am. I would be the first to vote. I would 

be the first to put it on Newfoundland time. There has been many say 

that we should go on some other time but we did not do that, it would 

be a tremendous upheaval. 

But all I am saying is this, Mr. Speaker, if 

Newfoundland is going to be Newfoundland including all that great 

mainland portion let us for heaven's sakes do that one little thing, 

say that they share one thing in common with us and that is the time of day. 
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}fR. A.J. i•!URPHY: I support the petition very, very ardently and I 

certainly hope that pl~se God whatever balance the bon. Minister of 

Transportation will have left over in ~is capital account this year 

we will be able to put $300 million or $400 million into Labrador 

for the highway. 

Thank you, very much. 

~iR. SPEA..'<ER: The hon. member for Exploits. 

DR. TWOHEY: I too, r:r. Speaker, support the petition from both 

sides of the House. I undoubtedly have to agree -

SOME HON. ~ffiMBERS: Oh. Q h! 

HR. SPEAKER: Order please! The bon. gentleman should oe heard 

without interruptions. 

DR. TWO:IEY: I undoubtedly have to agree with the members who 

introduced this petition as I possibly more than anyone here in the 

House at this moment am aware of what a border can do to a country. 

I feel that this road although going to Quebec is an absolute necessity 

because communications and physical communications are possibly the 

most important way of creating a friendship and a feeling of fellowship 

and nationhood and patriotiSiil. I have been in Labrador mostly in 

Labrador City and talking to the many people there and the children 

of the many friends that I have there I have been struck by the feeling 

that they were not Newfoundlanders at all1 they '~ere Labradorians. I 

am sure if the insidious imperialism of Rene Levesque keeps on as it is 

it can be a democ~atic way, but he is certainly doing it. He is using a 

psychology that we are not able to do at the moment. Soon you w~ll 

have possibly French coming iu more and more and I know of no better 

way to divide a country than to destroy its language. As a matter of 

fact there has been a carrying call. if I might use a foreign language 

1<1 t:1is House, pier na oige - there is no country without its tongue. 

In Israel they r~ve certainly promoted their 

language but ~1r. Levesque on the other hand is givh1g all encouragement 

to the schools, to the people, to the business,to the construction industry, 

he is doin~ everything possible and he is approaching it in a very subtle 

way. His psychology is great. If you have a 

( 
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DR. TWOMEY: problem of communications 

even after anger and you touch hands or touch shoulders 

or even cheeks, it makes things that are violent and 

unpleasant calm down very quickly. And this is what 

this gentleman is doing. What are we doing in return? 

I know that this is not part of debate and possibly 

should not enter the realm, but with your permission 

I will say a few words. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: By . leave! By leave! 

DR. TWOMEY: It so happens that our 

communications - and I agree with other members of the 

House - could be improved in every way. Cost of 

transportation by flight - I know the costs - from Nain 

to St. John's is more expensive than flying from Gander 

to London. This is terrible. They have problems of 

transportation and in the health field, I agree, and in 

communications, as members of the hon. House are aware. 

Here we are failing even in the subtle ways that possibly 

we could communicate with our brothers and our sisters. 

Rather than calling them Labradorians, we are all 

Newfoundlanders, we all share a common heritage, those 

of us who are Anglo-Saxon or Celt. The native population 

have their pride. They are the original settlers. 

Sir, in every concept I support 

this, and I am glad that every member of the House has 

done so tonight. Thank you. 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for 

Placentia. 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I should li k e to 

say a few words in support of this petition. 

I 
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MR. PATTERSON: I do not think for a moment 

we should allow ourselves to be swayed by suggestions 

and the threat that Quebec may walk in and take over .. ; 

Labrador. When one talks about one country infringing 

on the rights of another one has a tendency to become 

emotional and get carried away with it, and men have 

been known to follow leaders to their death through 

blind patriotism - they do not know what they are 

talking about in many, many cases. 

I have a feeling, and 

I will make this prediction here today, that the 

people of Newfoundland Labrador will one day become 

a part of Quebec, not because they want to become a 

part of it, but because they would be economically 

better off. The more roads that go into Quebec the 

better; the more roads that go into New Brunswick the 

better. And people should be encouraged to seek their 

own destiny. 

I doubt if there is a man 
I 

in Newfoundland today, or in any other part of Canada, ~ 
who would take part in any movement of a military 

nature to stop that. Because this is something now 

that is inevitable and as sure as night must follow-

day Newfoundland Labrador will become a part of 

Quebec. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for 

Mount Scio. 

DR. R. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I just want to 

rise for a minute or two to put forth my own position in 

favour of this petition. 

I have always had a very close 

feeling or a very strong feeling in my own heart for . ~ 
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DR. R. WINSOR: Labrador. My grandfather and 

father fished off the coast for many, many years -

particularly my grandfather. Of course, I think his 

whole life was spent pursuing the Labrador fishery, and 

my father, I think just six or seven years before he left 

that location for another. 

But in my own case, the first 

opportunity I ever had to see Labrador was in 1962, just 

after I got my private pilot's licence, and being rather 

young and foolish in those days, with another cohort, 

took a slight aircraft and we flew to Goose Bay. And 

I have never forgotten the awe I felt looking over that 

great land. And today when we were talking about a 

highroad - at that time, I remember talking with my 

compatriot on that flight about the opportunity for 

development that that country has. 

I certainly feel in my own 

heart that Quebec has a long term plan to take over 

Labrador and I think that one of the main steps that 

this Province has to take is to improve the communications 

system with Labrador so that we can encourage our own 

people on the island to go and become settlers in Labrador. 

I 

~ •' 

I 
I• ~ 

: ~ 
j 
J 

7 
' 



May 17, 1978 Tape 3291 IB-1 

DR. R. WINSOR: 

I am sure there must be many opportunities for many people to have a good 

life style above and beyond the main mining towns that are there at 

present. But I also would like to endorse the Minister of Justice's 

remark and the fact that Canada's destiny really does lie in the North 

and I would like to see a highway going right from St. John's up 

through, a tunnel and a road across Labrador, a good one and right 

across to Alaska because Canada to develop in the future certainly has 

to use the resources of its northern parts. But this cost, of course 1 

particularly the Labrador highway, certainly this Province at the 

moment has not the resources to do it. But it should in any event be 

a federal responsibility and I would hope that this government certainly 

uses all its power to put pressure on the federal government to get this 

road as quickly as possible. Thank you, Mr. Speake.r. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Education. 

MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the petition presented by 

my bon. colleague from Menihek (Mr. Rousseau). When the member for 

Exploits (Dr. Twomey) spoke he talked about knowing what it was like to 

live in a border country, a country bordering on another one. I agree 

with him on that but I also know what it is like to live in isolation 

being born on the Northwest Coast,of course1 and I believe I was the ripe 

age of twenty before I saw a car or there were any roads so I could see 

it. So I know what isolation is like and of course I_have visited 

Labrador three times now. I have been in Nain for instance. 

AN RON. MEMBER: Where were you born 'Wallace'? 

MR. HOUSE: Bellburns. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Bell bums? 

MR. HOUSE: Right. Three times I have been in Nain and , of course, I 

felt the isolation there as I visited and it reminded me of the coast 

some twenty-five to twenty-six years ago. So there is that degree 

of isolation. And the only part of Labrador that I have not visited, 

of course,since I have been minister is the Labrador West area which 

I will be visiting now in the next two weeks for prize giving and an 

adult education graduation there. But there is isolation. Now, of course, 
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MR. HOUSE: 

we know that is a little improved to what it was a few years ago when 

there were no airplanes. But nevertheless when people cannot move 

any great distance by virtue of the fact that there is no road I know 

it presents many problems for them and for their families in this day 

and age.when,of course 1we are a very mobile society. 

The other problem is, of course, the Labrador - the 

idea of the Quebec strategy in Labrador now is just a step up from what . 

it has been all along. We talk about the Quebec intentions, their 

ambitions and asperations. One only has to look back at the signing 

of the agreement in Labrador for the Upper Churchill power when they would 

not accept the border. It is a point x -

AN RON. MEMBER: Point A. 

MR. HOUSE: Point A, is it? Point A or X. Anyway it is a designation 

rather than a border and it showslof course, that this has been a long-term 

thing. And the member for Conception Bay South (Mr •. Nolan) talked about 

the idea of getting all the materials that are available and putting it 

on the table and showing the world or the rest of Canada at least what 

Quebec is doing and I think I agree with him in that. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe there is an insidious move 

by the Government of Quebec to try to infiltrate Labrador and to try 

to get designs on the territory. I think it should be stopped and 

I believe one of the things that can stop it is to try and get a 

highway across Labrador and I believe, of course, like many others 

that it should be part of a federal-provincial programme and I think 

we should be moving in that way. And what I am hearing here today 

is, of course,that everybody on this side will be supporting that to 

the extent that it can be done. I, of course, am one of this group 

and would heartily endorse what has been said and support the petition, 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health followed by the hon. 

genlteman for Mount Pearl. 

MR. H. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I could not sit by and let this 

debate end without adding my own voice to han. members in the support 

of the so-called two petitions which were presented today. 
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MR. H. COLLINS: Your Honour and I ha4 

the occasion last Summer, if you will recall, to fly from 

Labrador City down through Churchill and on to Goose Bay. 

In the event, Your Hdnour, that some members opposite 

might misunderstand what the trip was about, we did have 

with us Mr. Elliott Richardson and his very beautiful wife. 

We were escorting them around Labrador so he could get a 

first hand view of the Labrador scene. 

I might say that everybody 

knows who Mr. Richardson is, or who he was, and he is now 

the American permanent ambassador to the Law of the Sea Conference 

at the United Nations. 

But flying that route, Your Honour, 

we could see the road which had been constructed, a very rough 

road, a very winding road, from Churchill Falls down to 

Happy Valley - Goose, following the course of the great 

Churchill River. But after flying over that,certainly it 

really sends home to one how isolated that part of the Province 

is. Those of us who remember reading the Morgan Report 

on Labrador City - Wabush, must certainly recognize that one 

of the real problems faced by the people in Labrador City -

Wabush is the feeling of isolation, And, Mr. Speaker, that 

is a very real, real feeling. I do not know how many han. 

members have really experienced it. 

MR. PECKFORD : I have. 

MR. H. COLLINS: I grew up on an island myself, 

on the Northeast Coast of Newfoundland, and know what it is 

to be isolated. I also know what it was to travel to places in 

White Bay, such as St. Anthony years ago, and get off the boat 

and realize that you-were isolated for two weeks or three weeks, 

whatever it was, until the co~stal bo~t, the coAstal steamer 

arrived again. And it is a terrible feeling to know that one 

is isolated and cannot get away. 
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MR. H. COLLINS: It cannot be said that this 

government has not been sympathetic towards the needs of Labrador 

There has been a tremendous amount of monev spent around the 

Coast and in other areas of Labrador. And I am sure that 

my colleaaue, the Minister of Transportation and Communications, 

is aware of the problem. I am sure that he is doing everythinR 

he can and as the Premier mentioned, while it takes a lot 

of money- and it does take a lot of money- I still believe 

that we are going to have to make an effort to brin~ about 

road facilities to those peonle from Wabush, Labrador City 

down through Happy Valley and Goose. 

It gives me great pleasure, 

Mr. Speaker, to stmnort thP. nP.tit.ion. 

MR. SPEAKER: I usually alternate,but I had 

indicated that I would recognize the hon. gentleman for 

Mount Pearl next. I do not think the hon. gentleman to my 

right w•s standing so I recognize the hen. member for Mount 

Pearl. 

MR. N. WINDSOR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 could 

not pass this opportunity to have a few comments about this 

petition. 1 support this petition whole-heartedl~ and it i~ 

the first opportunity I have had to make any comment whatsoever, 

I think,about Labrador and I confess that my friend from 

Mount Scio (Ds. Winsor) has about seventeen years on me When 

he talks about havinR visited Labrador I think the first 

time in 1962. 

Last year, Sir, was the first time 

that I had the pleasure of actually visiting Labrador. And my 

only other experience directly with Labrador would be my association 

with my friend from Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) with whom I have been 

worki~ in the Premier's Office for the past two and a half years. 

And I assure you that when you work on the same floor with the member 

for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie) you hear a great deal about Labrador, as 
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MR. N. W'TNDSOR: he and the hon. member for 

Menihek (Mr. Rousseau) and the bon. member for Eaale River 

(Mr. s.trachan) have been great patrons of Labrador and great 

defenders of their constituents. 

Sir, there is no question 

in my mind that Labrador holds some of the greatest resources 

that this Province has- and in that regard,obviously,follows 

a tremendous part of our future of this Province and I make 

no distinction between Newfoundland and Labrador. I recognize 

the name of the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador out 

of respect for my friends from Labrador and their constituents. 

I consider it to be their decision but personally I would prefer 

to see, as my friend from St. John's Centre (Mr. Murphy) said, 

just the Province of Newfoundland. I think the fact that 

Labrador is there in the name sort of . alienates them slightly. 

But I respect their wishes. They have decided that they would 

like it to be so and I make no argument with it. 

But, Sir, to speak in relation 

to the road. I support this entirely. I do not fear at all 

the fact that 
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:·IR. N. w'INDSOR: ~~. Levesque and the Province of Quebec are build~g 

a highway to connect Labrador to the major centers of Quebec and Canada. 

In fact I thi~k in the long run it will be a definite advantage to 

Labrador, to the Province in general. To go with that,of course,it is 

imperative that we put every priority on building the Trans-Labrador 

Highway from Labrador City to Churchill Falls and Goose Bay and on 

down the coast, Sir, to the Straits of Bell Isle. And if you look at 

a map of the Atlantic Provinces and you compare anybody travelling 

to the Avalon Peninsula from Central Canada, any goods that are being 

transported from Central Canada to St. John's or the Avalon Peninsula 

area, if you look at the road distance, Sir, and by travelling upon the 

route that is now used via Port aux Basques and through Nova Scotia 

and New Brunswick and on through Quebec and if you compare a similar 

route travelling up the Northern Peninsula of Newfoundland and along 

the proposed route of the Trans•Labrador Highway in .through Quebec you 

will find that there is very little difference in mileage, very little 

difference at all. It has the advantage of passing through a much 

greater portion of our Province. It has the advantage of reducing the 

ferry i n the Gulf Straits to I think it is a nine mile distance across 

the Straits of Belle Isle. ubviouslv the cost could be reduced. And I 
/ . , 

think this highway if completed and if used to transport goods-and I am 

sure it would be used-would lower the cost of goods and services not only 

to Labrador itself - obviouslv it would•but it would be of tremendous 

benefit to the island portion of our Province. 

So I have no hesitation at all in supporting this 

petition. I consider that this highway would be a major factor in 

unifying the Island portion of the Province with the L~brador portion 

of the Province. I think tlmt is of critical importance. As I said,I 

do not fear the highway across Quebec for itself but I do fear the 

effect that it could have on the people of Labrador and the unity of 

our Province if we do not take the initiative,· ann if we do not put the 

proper priorities on the construction of the Trans-Labrador Highway. 
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,!R, N. WINDSOR: I think it is absolutely essential to the future of 

this Province. 

So, Sir, I have no hesitation at all in putting full 

support behind this petition. 

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. member for Windsor-Buchans. 

l1R. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, let me say first because I know I will 

get cut off that I totally support the petitions, both petitions so 

ably supported by my colleague from Eagle River and by the bon. 

minister and my colleague from Nenihek. Now, ~lr. Speaker, on a recent 

trip to Labrador - We talk about the Port Labrador and the Labrador 

road and I suppose we are talking about Labrador West, Labrador City 

to Goose Bay or to some port on Coastal Labrador then across to 

St. Anthony and I, too, agree that that road si:lOuld be built, but it should 

be built for the purposes of developing Labrador, taking advantage of 

t ile timber resources, Iuineral resources t:~at are in the interior and 

proving to the people of Labrador that we intend to have the economic 

development of Labrador flow towards :·rewfoundland. But anycne vho 

thinks that building that road, if that road were a finished product 

today I think there would still be as much pressure on from Western 

Labrador for the road coming up from Sept Isles as there is now,and 

the road will come. I suspect if both roads were in place, any 

personsfrom Labrador West wanting to drive to Newfoundland today-I 

would suspect that nine out of ten would go the Southern route and 

across - even if they were coming to Newfoundland, Economics will 

dictate again that that particular road will be built, Hr. Speaker. 

The danger for this Province is that we do not build, When you 

withhold sometb.ing from somebody they want it all the more, and if the 

feeling persists in Labrador that the Newfoundland Government is 

deliberately withholding or deliberately stopping the road coming up 

from Quebec they will feel that, they will demand it all the more. And 
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HR. FLIGHT: · of anything South of Labrador City or Churchill Falls 

or Ferment which they want to get down to. 

So,. Mr. Speaker, i .t is six o'clock and there is 

aot much more I can say to that. Certainly there is nothing I een . .; 
say to that that has not already been said. And it is good that 

Private Ml!lllber' s Day this session has been devot~ totally to the 

Labrador issue. It appears that it will continue to be devoted. It 

appears that none of the other resolutions on the Order Paper will 

see the light of day. But it is appropriate and good chat this 

particular debate has taken place and ~ light of some of the things 

that h<~.ve been said here today maybe we should put another resolution 

on the Order Paper. 

So, Hr. Speaker, I totally support the concept in 

the petitions. 

~m . SPEAKER: It being six o'clock the House stands adjourned unt~ 

tomorrow, Thursday, at 2:00 P.M. 

The House has adjourned until tomo=ow, Thursday, 

May 18, 1978 at 2:00 P.h. 
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