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Proceedings

OF THE

House of Assembly of Newfoundland

SESSION 1918

Begun and holden at St. John’s in
the said Dominion on Tuesday, the
twenty-third day of April, Anno Dom-
ini Nineteen Hundred and Eighteen,
being in the Eighth Year of the Reign
of His Majesty Our Sovereign Lord,
George, by the Grace of God, of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and of the British Dominions
beyond the Seas, King, - Defender of
the Faith, Emperor of India.

TUESDAY, April 23rd., 1918.

His Excellency having fixed the
hour at which he proposed to open
the present Session of the Legislature
at twelve of the clock in the fore-
noon of this Tuesday, the twenty-
third day of April instant, the Mem-
bers of the House of Assembly met
in the Assembly Room at twelve of
the clock in the forenoon.

Whereupon the Gentleman
of the Black Rod appeared
Bar and said:—

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

His Excellency the Governor re-
quests your immediate attendance in
the Council Chamber.

Accordingly the Members of the
Assembly proceeded to the Council
Chamber, wher the following Com-
mission was read by the Clerk of the
Legislative Council:

Usher
at the

COMMISSION

By His Excellency
SIR CHARLES
ALEXANDER
HARRIS, Knight
Commander of
the Most Dis-
tinguished Order
of St. Michael
and St. George,
Companion of
HARRIS, the Most Honor-
Governor. able Order of
[L. S.] the Bath, Com-
mander of the
Royal Victorian
Order, Governor
and Commander-
in-Chief, in and
over the Island
of Newfoundland
and its Depend-
encies:

C. ALEXANDER

W. F. Lloyd,
Attorney General.

To the Honourable Sir Patrick T.
McGrath, K. B. E., President of the
Legislative Council; The Honour-
able Robert K. Bishop, and The,
Honourable John Harvey, Members
Of the Legislative Council.

Whereas I have deemed it expedient
that the Seventh Session of the
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Twenty-Third General Assembly
should be opened for the dispatch of
businesg on Tuesday, the twenty-third
day of this instant month, whereof I
have given notice in my Proclamation

dated the twelfth day of April instant,

and

Whereas it is not convenient that
the purposes for which I have called
the said General Assembly together
should be declared on the said day
until the Members of the House of
Assembly have proceeded to the
choice of a Speaker, you, the said
Honourable Sir Patrick T. MeGrath,
Honourable Robert K. Bishop, and
Honourable John Harvey are hereby
authorized and directed to signify to
the Members of the said House . of
Assembly on the twenty-third day of
April instant, that it is my pleasure
that they should proceed to the choice
of some proper person on the said
day for my approbation.
"~ - Given under my Hand and Seal at
the Government House, St. John’s,
this 22nd day of April, A.D., 1918.
By His Excellency’s command.

W. W. HALFYARD,
Acting Colonia] Secretary.

The Honourable §Sir Patrick T.
McGrath, President of the Legislative
Council, then said:—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Council:

Gentlemen of the Honourable House
of Assembly:

It is not convenient for His Ex-
cellency the Governor to declare
the reasons of his calling this Gen-
eral Assembly at this time, and it
being necessary ghat a Speaker of the
House of Assembly should be first
chosen, you Gentlemen of the House
of Assembly, will repair to the place
wher you git and there proceed to
the appoigtment of some proper per-
son to your Speaker and present
such person whom you shall choose

here at three of the clock this after-
noon for His Excellency’'s appro-
bation.

And the Members having returned
to the Asembly Room the Honourable
the Prime Minister addressing him-

“gelf to the Clerk, who standing up

pointed to him and then sat down,
announced the resignation of John R.
Goodison, Esquire, Speaker; and then
moved that William J. Higging, Mem-
ber for the District of St. John’s
East, take the Chair of this House as
Speaker; which motion was seconded
by John R. Bennett, Esquire, Mem-
ber for the District of St. John's
West.

No other person being proposed as
Speaker, Mr. Higgins was unani-
mously called to the Chair and was
conducted to the C€Chair by the Mem-
bers, who proposed and seconded
him. :

Whereupon Mr. Higgins, standing
on the steps, addressed the House,
expressing his gratitude to the Hon-
ourable Members for the high honour
uananimously conferred on him.

The House then adjourned until
this afternoon, Tuesday, at a quarter
to three of the e¢lock.

The House met at a quarter to
three of the clock in the afternoon
pursuant to adjournment.,

At three of the clock a message
from His Excellency the Governor
was delivered by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod, commanding
the immediate attendance of Mr.
Speaker and the House in the
Council Chamber.

Whereupon Mr. Speaker and the
House attended His Excellency in
the Council Chamber; and being re-
turned to the Assembly Room Mr.
Speaker informed the House that
when in attendance upon His Ex-
cellency in the Council Chamber,
His Excellency had been pleased to
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approve of his election as Speaker of
this House, and that in the name and
on behalf of the House of Assembly
he had by humble petition to His
Excellency, laid claim to all their
ancient rights _and privileges which
His Ezxcellency had confirmed to
them in as full and ample a manner
as they have been heretofore grant-
ed or allowed by His Excellency or

nowledgements for the high honour
which the House had unanimously
conferred upon him_

Mr. Speaker further announced
that while in the Council Cyamber
His KExcellency had been pleased to
make a speech to both branches of the

Legislature, of which speech he had
for greater accuracy obtained a copy,

any of his predecessors. Mr. Speaker which he then read to the House as
also expressed his respectful ack- follows:

MR. PRESIDENT AND HONOURAELE GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE HONOURABLE
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY :

On this, the first occasion of meeting you in session, I believe that
you would wish me just to refer to the recent complete retognition of
the status of Newfoundland as one of His Majesty’s self-governing
Dominions. | on my part am anxious to assure you that the welfare
of this oldest and most loyal dependency of the Crown will be the
daily object of my thoughts and solicitude.

The fisheries of the country have been conducted with more than
the ordinary measure of success during the past year, and, thanks to
the exertions of the Tonnage Committee, and to improved markets,
the returns for the products exported have shown a marked improve-
ment over past years.

This gratifying improvement has in turn resulted in an increase

~of imports so that the value of our total trade has increased from

$35,396,829 to $43,700,072 for the twelve months ending June 30th,
1917.

The Seal Fishery, which has just closed, was successful, and has
proved especially remunerative to the men engaged therein.

The outlook for the coming Codfishery i1s most encouraging.
Every energy will, however, have to be bent to the purpose of secur-
ing sufficient tonnage to market the catch and ensure that those en-
gaged shall obtain the full fruits of their activities.

The prospect of an insufficient supply of Salt for the fisheries is
causing my Ministers serious concern. Both the material and the
tonnage to carry it are difficult to obtain, but prospects appear to be
improving and it is hoped that the conjoint efforts of the Salt Com-
mittee and the Ministry of Shipping will avert any serious shortage. .
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On Sunday, February the twenty-fourth last, the appalling disas-
ter of the loss of the S.S. FLORIZEL brought sorrow and desolation
into many homes in the Dominion. Especially did the business section
of the capital city suffer the loss of some of the most prominent and
successful members of the commercial body. The tragedy was ac-
centuated by the helplessness of the onlookers who, on the Sunday,
could do nothing in the boiling seas to save life, but the heroic work
of the rescuers on the following day formed a record of which New-
foundland can for ever be proud. Of one hundred and thirty-seven
passengers and crew only forty-four were rescued. It is a comfort
and consolation to the bereaved relatives that most of the bodies of
the lost have been recovered from the sea and restored to their loved
ones for Christian burial. The loss of the ship, moreover, in view of
the great scarcity of tonnage, is a serious blow to the trade of the
country. My Ministers, without delay, appointed a Marine Court
which is instituting a most searching enquiry into the causes of the
wreck.

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE HONOURABLE
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY :

The Revenue for the last financial year showed a substantial in-
crease over the Expenditure, and the Surplus resulting was largely ap-
plied to the War expenditure of the Dominion. Another large Surplus
is anticipated for the fiscal year shortly to terminate.

The Estimates for the several departments of the Public Service
will be laid before you in due course and will, I am sure, receive your
most favourable consideration, as they have been framed with due re-
gard to economy and_the exigencies of the extraordinary situation
with which we are now confronted.

Your consideration will also be invited to the question of devising
means for the raising of a Loan locally for-War purposes.

MR. PRESIDENT AND HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL :

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE HONOURABLE

!..HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY :

Since the last session of the Legislature the titanic struggle rag-
ing in Europe, in which Great Britain and her Allies are engaged, has
shown no sign of diminishing, but on the contrary has assumed even
vaster proportions and more menacing aspects. The lamentable
breakdown of Russia as an effective belligerent in the Entente’s cause,
which enabled the enemy to release vast armies from the eastern front
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and hurl them against the Allied line in France, has brought about a
crisis in the great struggle which cannot but cause the gravest
anxiety. In this hour of destiny, fraught with the most momentous
issues for the British Empire and the world, Newfoundland is called
upon, in common with the Mother Country and the other Overseas
Dominions, to make further sacrifices in order to avert disaster. The
Imperial War Council is calling on all portions of the Empire for ad-
ditional men to aid in winning the War. “Men! Men! Men!” is the
cry of the Prime Minister of the Home Land. This cry is echoed by
the members of the Newfoundland Regiment, whose valour has won
approbation from His Majesty the King in the bestowal of the hon-
ourable prefix “ROYAL” to the Regiment. Confronted with these
urgent appeals for assistance, Newfoundland must and will do her
full duty.

Your immediate consideration will be asked to the need of en-
rolling men to replenish the ranks of the Royal Newfoundland Regi-
ment by Selective Conscription, and a measure designed to accomplish
that object will be laid before you without delay.

Varied and perplexing problems having arisen in connection with
the social, commercial and industrial activities of the country as a re-
sult of the extraordinary conditions brought about by the operations
of the War, a union of political parties arranged in July last, in order
that the undivided strength of the community might be devoted to
grappling with these difficulties and carrying on the public affairs.
Committees to deal with the matters of procuring Tonnage and Salt
were appointed, and also a Board of Food Control. These problems
are becoming daily more pressing and accentuated and there is urgent
need for united effort, undistracted by political turmoil, in order to
cope with them. To ensure this aim a measure to extend the term of
the present General Assembly will be submitted for your considera-
tion.

The undying gratitude of the country is due to those who have
given their loved ones to the cause of Empire in the great crusade now
being waged against the hosts of tyranny and oppression. Our con-
dolences go out to those whose sons have made the Supreme Sacrifice
in defending their Empire and their native land, those “Martyrs in
the cause of Liberty” who have died that others might live, and the
memory of whose deeds will form an imperishable page in the history
of this country for all time. To these men we all owe it that they
shall not be found to have died in vain.

Our Sympathy is also with those who have fought the good fight
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valiantly and well and who have returned to their homes unfit for fur-
ther active service, bearing honourable scars sustained in action, mute
testimonies to their courage and devotion to duty.

The Government recognizes the duty of the community to see
that these men are enabled in their future life to overcome as far as
possible the disabilities which their bravery and self sacrifice have in-
flicted upon them and they are already actively considering the mat-
ter.

Despite the trials and tribulations engendered by the Great War,
Newfoundland has been especially blessed by Divine Providence. To
the God of Battles I commend your efforts and sacrifices. I pray that
he may inspire you with a high sense of duty in your deliberations,
and protect our beloved country and our common Empire through the
perilous ways through which we are now passing, till we arrive at a

complete and enduring peace.

MR. GRIMES—Mr  Speaker, the

duty has devolved upon me to move

for the appointment of a committee to
draft an Address in Reply to His Ex-
cellency’s Speech from the Throne. In
doing so, I feel, Sir, my own short-
comings in doing justice to this very
important occasion, for the speech is
of such a character that abler minds
than mine in this House would be
necessary to deal with it as it re-
quires. However, 1 know the hon-
orable member for Hr. Grace will
make up for my deficiency. Before
dealing with the subject matter of
the speech, I would with the permis-
gion of the House refer to two or
three things. Since last we met here
Sir Walter Davidson, our former Gov-
ernor, has left our shores. Judging
from the many resolutions of regret
over his departure passed by various
organizations in the city, he occupied
a warm place in jthe hearts of many
of our citizens. hat Newfoundland
has occupied a warm place in his
heart has been shown by the deep in-
terest he took in the Regiment and ia
other matte)s relating to Newfouud-
land after Ais arrival in England, and
many beliéve that that interest, wher-

ever he may go, will continue. I also
wish at thig time to express the
pleasure it affords me of welcoming
heartily our new Governor, Sir Char-
les Harris. He is not a stranger Lo
us, having spent the first ten years
of his life in this city, after which he
went to England and for a number of
years past occupied the very import-
ant position of first clerk in the Col-
onial Office, so that he brings wth him
a knowledge of Colonial matters that
fits him for the very important work
of administering the affairs of New-
foundland, and which I have no doubt
will be of great benefit to his advisers
in the Executive Government. Demgc-
cratic in mannerg and in thought I
have learned from men of all classes
who have already come in touch with
His Excellency since his arrival here
and who esteem him highly that we
have in Sir Charles a man who will
ald in everything that will make for
the social, moral and economic bene-
fit of the people. I also wish, Mr.
Speaker, to extend to you my heartiest
congratulations on the high honor
conferred upon you by the members
of thig House in choosing you as

Speaker. Your ability and -ﬁtIlGEE to
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agsume the new responsibilities which
have been placed on your shoulders
are too well known to hon. members
present for me to comment upon
them. We trust that you will be
spared to occupy that position for
many years, and that it may prove a
stepping stone to higher honours.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to note in
the Speech from the Throne, occupy-

ing a prominent place, are the causes
which led up to the recent reverse
the brave troops of our Allies have
met on the French and Flanders front
which have necessitated the Prime
Minister of Great Britain to call' on
the Overseas Dominions, including
Newfoundland, for men, more men,
and that the Government in answer to
that call has decided to introduce .at
this session of the Legislature a
nmeasure caling for Selective Conscrip-
tion. I would take this opportunity
of congratulating the Prime Minister
and his Govarnwment upon the promp-
titude of their action and at the same
time express my deepest appreciatioa
of the work of the returned soldiers
whose organized efforts are stirring
up public opinion in favor of such a
measure. Up until the time of thz re-
cent offensive I felt that a referendum
was the proper course for the Govern-
ment to adopt in dealing with the
Conscription question, but the serious
turn of affairs has changed my mind,
and I belleve, Sir, that many others
throughout the country have altered
their opinions for the same reason,
and see the necessity like myself for
prompt action. This is necessary, ab-
solutely necessary,on our part to save
the Regiment; to save the honor of
the country, and to retain our reputa-
tion of being Britain’s oldest and
Most Loyal Colony. I have heard }on-
orable gentlemen in this House and
prominent men outside this House
speaking eloquently upon the patriot-

ism and loyalty of Newfoundlanders.
I say, Sir, their attitude on the matter
of Consription will answer that ques-
tion once and for all. I spoke of a re-
ferendum. Will the forces of German
despotism and tyranny await our re-
ferendum? No, Sir, they will strike
their death blow quickly—if they can
make it a death blow. What have
they done with the referendum in the
Provinceg of Lithuania and Esthonia.
Their peace plenipotentaries at the
Brest-Litovsk Conference agreed with
the Russlan plenipotentaries on the
principle of self-determination for
these two provinces. In other
words they were willing to
allow the people of these two
provinces ti decide by a referen-
serve, their own, Russia’s, or GQGer-
many's. Have they kept their pledge?
Their forces still remain in the two
provinces. They are colonizing them
with their own followers and are re-
sorting to every device to make tihe
referendum worthless so far as allow-
ing it to be a free expression of the
wishes of the people. We cannot, Sir,
dilly dally with such a treachersus
foe. For the sake of the Liberty and
Freedom handed down to wus by our
forefathers to preserve, for the sake
of our Country, for the sake of the
Empire, for the sake of our Regiment,
for those who have already suffered
and died, we must and we will not
fail at this crucial moment of the
war. 1 believe from the many recruits
now coming in that the predominant
feeling in thig country now may be

smumed up (with apologies to Punch)
in these few lines:

“We did not like to fight,
But now there’s nothing elge to do;
We've got the men who've got the
grit,
To see Old Britain through.”
After all, Mr. Speaker, Conscription
is more democratic than the voluntary
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system. The voluntary system allows
the burdeng of war to. fall on the
shoulders of a comparatively small
number of the population, while Con-
seription would equalize the burden
and sacrifice, and spread it out among
a larger section. It means protecting
parents who have three, four, five or
six sons from losing them all, as hap-
pened under the voluntary system,
and also providing against one section
in a district or in the country giving
their all while the other sections do
nothing. A conscription law calling
upon first, all unmarried eligible men
from homes that have not contributed
a recruit and who are not a sole sup-
port of that home may answer present
needs. Whatever the enactment may
call for, I believe it is up to us to see
that government of the people, by
the people, and for the people, shall
not perish from the earth.

Under the British Flag, it is one

man, one vote. The poor man’s vote

is as good as that of the rich man. In
Prussia the poor man’s vote is only
1-6, 1-4 or 1-3 as good as that of the
wealthy landowner, according to the

property qualification. No Govern-
ment of the people there, Sir. No
democracy in that. Rather is it a

Government of wealthy by the weallhy
and for the wealthy. Fishermen’s
Union and Labor Unions would exer-
cise very little influence on a Govern-
ment of that kind. May I ask what
would happen to the fisheries of this
country were Germany to win? Wonld
they be conducted so prosperously as
they are now? It would, Sir, be just
as well to kill the whole population
ag to see the prijce of fish reduced
down to three or four dollars a quin-
tal or perhaps/less, for no man could
live on that.f Let us put our every
ounce of epergy into this greatest of
all fights, goncentrate our minds uvon
the one rpose that dempcrac}' must

be made safe for the world, and that
no political squabble will divert us
from the path of duty.

It ig also pleasing to note that the
House is asked to consider the ques-
tion of raising a loan locally for var
purposes. With fifteen millions of
dollars in the Savings Banks, I do not
think any better way could be devised
for raigsing the new loan. It will give
a greater earning power to the people,
for now they get only three per cent,
on their money while under the new
loan they could get six per centum.
The saving it would mean to the Do-
minion would also be a great advan-
tage, as I understand that to raise
money outside the country we would
be obliged to pay at least seven and
one-half per cent. I trust the Finance
Minister will see his way clear to let
it out in small denominations, so that
the men with the small saving will be

placed on an equality with those bet-
ter off,

Reference is made to the success
which has attended the fisheries of
the country, and thanks are given to
the exertions of the Tonnage Commit-
tee and to improved markets for this
result. Now, Si,r the Tonnage Com-
mittee has received a good deal of
criticism. I think it will be admitted
after a fair examination, that they
handled the problems which they had
to solve in g manner which deserves
the highest praise. The finding of
tonngge and the effecting of insurance
on our fish cargoes were difficuit
problems. They were handled in a
masterly manner. Every unprejudiced
mind who is acquainted with the
work of that Committee will recognize
that much of the prosperity which
Newfoundland is enjoying today is
due to the labors of that committee.
sSupposing, Sir, that no vessels could
have been found to take our fish
across to the foreign markets, what
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would have happened? The price of
fish would have gone down consider-
ably less than it is today, and every-
body in the Island would have felt tae
effects. But instead of this, the earn-
ing power of the fishermen was in-
creased; the price of fish was greater
than at any time in the history of this
country; and not only the fishermen
and their families benefited, but every-
one throughout the Colony also, be-
cause the increased earning power of
the fishermen enabled them to spend
much more than they would have un-
der ordinary circumstances, and as a
consequence every manufacture,
every shop keeper, and every work-
shop in the country, and every em-
ployee engaged therein, participated
in the general prosperity. The wheels
of industry were kept going at a fast-
er rate than ever before, wages in-
creased and the job wag looking for
the man instead of the man looking
for the job as in the past. Of course,
Sir, I am not unmindful of the fact
that there were other contributing
factors. A Dbeneficent Providence
smiled upon us during the past year,
and the gallant sailors of the British
Navy still kept England in the proud
position of Mistress of the Seas, keep-
ing us in common with the other Brit-
ish Dominions in a postion to carry
on our commercial enterprises.

The next paragraph that I would

deal with is that relating to the Seal
Fishery, which has just closed, rnd
which, as the Speech states, has
proved especially remunerative to the
men engaged therein. Now, why was
that, Sir? Because the Governmeént
dared to interfere in g dispute between
the shipowners and the sealers, and
fixed the price of fat at a higher figure
than the merchants were willing to
give at first. As a consequence, $60,-
000 which under ordinary circumstanc-
es would have gone into the pockets

of three or four men, has been distri-
buted among two or three thousand
men. Now I think that the sealers iu
this country, and not only the sealers
but the wage earners generally, owe
a great deal of thanks to the Govern-
ment for the exertions that were put
forth in this direction. It 1is no
new thing for a Government to inter-
fere in disputes between capital and
labour. It happened in this country
many years ago, when Justices of the
court were allowed to fix the price of
fish and other commodities, and also
the rate of wages; and throughout
Great Britain the same practice was
observed. Since the war began it
hag become a very common practice
for a Government to interfere in in-
dustrial disputes stipulating what
shall be the wage, what shall be the
price of a commodity, and what shall
be the hours of labour. For instance,
the Government of Great Britain hixed
the price of coal, the wages of the
miners, the wages and hours of work-
ers in munition factories and on ship-
building industres. Why? That the
producer and the wage earner might
be protected. We can congratulate
the Government of this country upafm
having followed in the footsteps of
those eminent statesmen who control
the destinies of the Motherland.

The Speech also refers to the grati-
fying improvement in the increasc of
imports, the value of which has in-
creased from $35,396,829 to $43,700,072
for the twelve months ending June
30th, 1917. That is indeed a very
gratifying outlook for this country, es-

pecially in view of the fact that we
know that there is great difficulty in
obtaining much of the goods which we
imported before the war. Many things
that we got before the war we cannot
get today, and in view of that fact it
is indeed pleasing to know that t{ho
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value of our imports hag increased so
substantially.

In another paragraph I notice that
the Governor refers to the difficulty
of securing a sufficient supply of salt
for the fisheries and of the tonnage
to carry it. However, it is to Dbe
hoped that the combined efforts of
the Salt Committee and the Minister
of Shipping will be sufficient to meet
the situation and provide against any
serious shortage. I am very glad
that this matter is receiving serious
attention. There has been a great
dea] of discussion recently in the
press and other places regarding the
poor quality of the fish, and it has
been attributed to various causes;
but if you go around amongst the
fishermen you will find that the
consensus of opinion is that the
cause, to a great extent, is the lack
of salt. This applies particularly to
the Labrador fishermen, and as
many of the people of Conception
Bay are engaged in that fishery, 1
trust that the Government will do
everything in its power to see that a
sufficient quantity of salt is obtained
for the people who prosecute the
fishery on the Labrador, and at the
same time protect them against un-
necessary high prices.

The speech also refers to the fact
that the revenue for the last finan-
cial year showed a substantial in-
crease over the expenditure, and the
surplus resulting was largely ap-
plied to the war expenditure of the
Dominion. Another large surplus,
it is stated, is anticipated for the
fiscal vear shortly to terminate. This,
Sir, has been dugq largely to the good
fisheries, and, ii some measure, to
the War Profits tax, which, I under-
stand, has netted the country $350,-
000. I am glad, Sir, in this connec-
tion, that onscription of Wealth
preceded /Conscription of Person,

because it would have been a very
strong argument for the anti-con-
scriptionists if conscription of per-
son was being proceeded with with-
out any conscription of wealth. Of
course, it must be recognized that

thig Business War Profits tax is a
little bit faulty. There are others be- -

sides business men who are earning
$3,000.00 a year and over. There
are doctors and lawyers and brokers
and others who are in that class, and
I see no reason whatever why they
should be exempt from the provisions
of this Act. 1 think, Sir, it is only
fair that everybody having a similar
income should be treated in the same
manner; and if the present Act can-
not be made to deal with the matter,
then introduce an Income Tax. An
Act of this sort is in operation in
Canada, and everybody earning over
a certain income has to contribute
four per cent of it for war purposes.
There is no reason why the same
thing should not apply here. 1 hope
that the Finance Minister will see
his way clear to deal with this matter
in a similar way.

Reference is also made in the
Speech to the appaling disaster of

the S. S. Florizel. I do not intend,
Sir, to make any extended remarks
on that disaster; it is fresh in the
mind of everybody present, but one
thing about it is we lost men whom
we could ill afford to 1lose in this
country, men whop had made a suc-
cess of businesg and whose relation-
ships with their emplovees were of
such a character that their loss was
as deeply felt by these employees as
by their relatives. When we see
such sorrow shown by the employees
it is the very best evidence of the
good qualities predominant in the
employer and we can ill afford to
# Xen of that kind from our com-
munity, We want more of such men
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that will help to make class hatred
unknown in Newfoundland. One
outstanding feature of that disaster
was the bravery shown by those who
went to the rescue of the survivors;
and in this connection I trust, Sir,
that suitable recognition will be
awarded these men in the near fut-
ure.

Reference is also made, sir, to the
Board of Food Control. As a mem-
ber of that Board, I wish to say that

since it has come intp existence it
has done everything possible to get
food intp this country, and also to
regulate the prices of certain neces-
saries of life and to see that they
were distributed as fairly as pos-
sible. Of course, 1 know there are
some who think a great deal more
could have been done, particularly in
the matter of fixing the prices of cer-
tain commodities; but I do not think
that anyone who has studied the sit-
uation carefully can arrive at that
conclusion. For instance, take the
question of potatoes. A good many
people in thig town to-day are com-
plaining about the price.
considering this matter we must not
forget that a great many of those
engaged in the growing of potatoes
met with a big shortage during the
past year, while on the other hand
certain sections of the Island had
their normal growth. It can be eas-
ily understood that these latter men
could afford to sell their potatoes
much cheaper than the others, who,
in order to sell, had to keep down
the price to that asked by the more
fortunate grower. Now, supposing
that the Board of Food Control had
to fix tklﬂ price of these potatoes,
what was it to be governed by? By
the man with the big crop, who could
afford to sell at the cheaper price,
or by the man with the small crop,
who was compelled to ask the higher

Well_, in =

price. Would not the man with the
small crop have the right to complain
of the injustice that was being done
him if he were placed on the same
level with the man who had the large
crop? The only proper course to
follow in cases of that kind is to let
competition fix the price, and that is
the course which wag followed. All
these various matters relating to
foodstuffs are constantly engaging
the attention of the Board which will

be governed by conditions as they
arise.
I am glad, Sir, to note that the

Speech makes reference to the duty
that the community owes to the re-
turned soldiers and that the Govern-
ment propose to see that they are en-
abled in their future life, as far as
possible, to overcome the disabilities
which their bravery and self-sacrifice
have inflicted upon them. I think,
sir, that it is high time that proper
recognition wag given to the return-
ed soldiers. We can never repay the
debt we owe to everyone of them for
their willingness and readiness to
die in our stead. No amount of money
we can offer will do it, but let us do
the best we can to provide them
against want and unnecessary dis-
comfort.

In conclusion, Sir, I would express
the hope that every member of this
House will determine to make this a
Win-the-War Session. That we will
leave all petty and party jealousies
be like “sleeping dogs” until our
higher duty to the country, to the
Regiment, to the Empire and to the
World has been faithfully discharg-
ed, the cause of human liberty and
freedom vindicated and the world
made safe for democracy.

MR. PARSONS—Mr. Speaker, in
rising to second the motion before
the Chair, I wish to say, in the first
place, that my position is not exact-
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ly as fortunate as I could wish, be-
cause it was not until late yester-
day forenoon that the Hon. the Pre-
mier asked me if I would second this
motion. 1 told him that the time was
short and my mind a little distracted
on account of just having arrived in
town. However, sir, I felt that a
duty devolved upon me to do this,
and I consented.

To begin with, I desire to express
a warm welcome to His Excellency
Governor Harris and his wife and
staff to this country. I hope that
they will thoroughly enjoy their
their
time comes to leave, they will take
away with them the pleasantest re-
collections of the hospitality and
loyalty of Britain’s Oldest Colony.
And also, sir, let me convey to you
my congratulations. upon the high
honor which hag come to you to-day
in being elected to occupy the Chair
of this House. I hope that you may
be long spared to occupy the position
which you now hold, and I know that
you will fulfill the duties which de-
volve upon you with honour to your-
gself and with entire satisfaction to
the members of this House.

With regard to the war situation, I
would like -to take this opportunity
of paying a tribute to the splendid
work of the Mercantile Marine. We
have no idea of the sufferings and the
hardships of those who are engaged
in that all-important work; and while
we have every reason to be grateful
to a kind Providence for His bene-
ficience, and to the British Navy for
the support and protection which it
has given us, wq should not Ilose
sight of the glorious work which 1is
being performed by our Mercantile
Marine, and I-wish to take advantage
of this oppoptunity of paying my trib-
ute to themd. Perhaps I may be per-
mitted tofcite one case which came

under my own notice. It was only a
few days ago that I was speaking to
one of the crew of the Hilda R., a
schooner owned by R. D. McRae &
Sons, which was torpedoed inj the
Mediterranean last year. The name
of the man was John Sheehan of Hr.
Grace. I asked him: “What about
the Hilda R.? Did you suffer much
when you were torpedoed?’ and 1
shall give his story in his own words:
“We were torpedoed,” he sgaid, “in the
day. The captain and boy was taken
on board the submarine. The mate,
before the ship went down, jumped
overboard and was drowned. A
Scotchman, an Irishman and myself
were in the water. I saw the jolly-
boat, bottom-up, some hundreds of
yards distant from where we were.
The Scotchman and myself could
swim, and we swam to the boat. The
sea was not very heavy, but what
they call a long swell. After we had
climbed on the bottom of the boat, I
observed a man in the water, hands
up and head down, battling for life.
We held a consultation on the bhottom
of the boat and decided to try and

“save him. When we got to him we

found that it was our friend, the
Irishman. We got him on the boat.
He was very nearly exhausted when
we got to him.” Well, I said, what
next? ‘“Well,” he said, “we did not
exactly hold a consultation of war,
but of safety. The Scotchman and
myself helped the Irishmadn over on
one side of the boat, and explained
to him what we were going to do.
Then we got on the other side, and
on the crest of a wave we righted the
boat and pulled the Irishman in.”
Now, I just mention this case- in or-
der to show you what these n¥en have
to go through. And this is only one

case out pf very many. ‘“Well,” I
said, “What did you do then?” Well,”
he said, “we were in a rather bad
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position. We had practically no
clothes, but I had on a pair of long
boots. I found I could swim with
them, and I did not part with them,
thinking they might be useful. When
we got into the boat, I gave one of
the boots to the Scotchman and took
the other myself and we baled out
the boat.” Now, in that boat I see
a great combination—a Newfound-
lander, a Scotchman and an Irish-
man—the Rose, the Thistle and the
Shamrock—making a combined effort
to save their lives. Would to God we
had the same . combination to-day
fighting shoulder to shulder in the
interests of the Empire, and there
would be no question whatever as to
what tne outcome would be.

With regard to the matterg relat-
_ing to the fisheries, dealt with in
the Speech, these have already been
fully covered by my hon. friend, the
member for- Port de Grave, and I will
not delay the House by further re-
ference to them.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not desire
to reopen a fresh wound in the
hearts of so many in this city and
country, but I would like on behalf
of my constitutents to tender a word
of sympathy to the relatives and
friends of those who lost their lives
in that terrible disaster in connec-
-tion with the Florizel. Three of those
who lost their lives were natives of
the town which I represent—Harbor
Grace. They were J. S. Munn, Peter
Guilfoyle and George Parmiter. With
regard to Mr. Munn, he always took
a very deep interest in Harbour
Grace, I have personal knowledge
of many cases in which he, working
through the House of Bowring Bros.,
gave employment and opportunities
of advancement to very many Har-
bour Grace boys, and his gift of
Shannon Park to the people of Har-
bour Grace is an outstanding proof of

his generosity. With regard to Mr.
Guilfoyle, he had come from the
States to pay a visit to his father, who
was very ill. The call of Duty had
come to him while here, and he was
returning to the States to answer it.
Mr. Parmiter was in a similar posi-
tion. He was a young man whoe had
come here from Boston to spend the
Christmas season with his father
and mother. He went to Boston
some time ago, went into the dental
business, and made a succesg of it.
He had a very fine position there, and
had come back to Harbour Grace
merely to spend the Christmas sea-
son with his parents. A day or two
before leaving, he called into my
store to say ‘“Goodbye.” He told me
that he had heard the call, and was
going to Halifax to join the R.A.M.C.
I said: Goodbye, and God bless you.
He was fated never to reach Halifax,
but he died while answering the Call
of Duty,and is entitled to a place with
those who have given up their lives
on the battlefields in defence of right
and freedom.

With regard to other matters, it is
very encouraging indeed to note the
substantial increase in the revenue
for the last fiscal vear. I am also
very glad to note that it is the in-
tention of the Government to float a
Liberty Loan in this country. 1
don’t see why, if money is needed, it
should not be raised here and our
own people get the interest which in
the past has been sent to other
countries.

Since last session of the Legislature
the titanic struggle raging .in Eur-
ope, in which Great Britain and her
Allies are engaged, has shown no sign
of diminishing, but on the contrary
hag assumed even vaster proportions
and more menacing aspects. This
makes it all the more important for us
that we should be ready to come in
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here and do our part. We know that
our boys who have gone over have
done theirs. We know what they did
in Gallipoli and again in France, par-
ticularly on the 1st of July and on
other occasions when they took their
stand against oppression. Now, B3ir,
I think it is only right for me to ex-
plain my position to the House and to
the country. Last year when Sir Ed-
ward Morris resigned his leadership
of the Government, if there were any
responsibilities resting on members
along party lines, they ceased. I stand
here today free from any obligations
to any Government, and I stand here
today as g free man, and I come as a
representative of a district, viz.: Har-
bor Grace, and I think if I did not
give expression to my ideas and views
on certain matters in connection with
this war, I would have no business
here, and I would not bhe entitled to
the confidence of the people who sent
me, for the simple reason that we
come here for this purpose, to con-
sider one great subject, and that is the
mighty conflict now being waged in
Europe, and I see here in the next
paragraph of the Speech the follow
ing: “Your immediate consideratioi
will be asked to the need of enrolling
men to replenish the ranks of the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment by
Selective Conscription, and a measure
designed to accomplish that object
will be laid before you without delay.”
Now, Sir, I wish to explain my posi-
tion here, and I perfectly realize the
gravity of the situation and realize
the necessity for our best efforts, and
I came here today to state that I am
out and out in favor of Conscription,
and I hope that] the Government will
bring the Bill,in this week and get it
through this week, and a Bill that

will meet the needs of the situation,
and that pefore Friday evening that
Bill will/be the law of the country. If

yvou want an argument in favor of
Conscription, go back to Gallipoli and
see our ladg there in frost and snuw,
where there were six hundred or more
casualties, considering weather condi-
tions and other matters, and go with
the three hundred and odd men whno
were left in Egypt, and then follow
that three hundred and odd men (the
others were casualties at hospital and
elsewhere) to Frane and see what they
did there. What gbout the 1st of July
and other battles that the boys fought
and won more or less. I say today the
need is for Conscription of a Selec-
tive character, that while thanking the
Almighty for health and strength and
neighbours and friends, yet the great-
est obligations on any of us today is
the boys, our children, who have gone
forth to fight our battles and save
our families from the Germans.

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity
of congratulating the soldiers and re-

jected men who have taken such an
effective part in this matter, and in
my own mind I accuse myself of hav-
ing been “top easy in Zion,” and .he
Government and the people have been
“too easy in zion and these soldiers
have shaken up their dry bones. 1
say, Mr. Speaker, that our boys did
well. It is g matter of sadness to us
when we hear of the death of our
children, and we naturally want to
know how they died, but we know
that even though they were far re-
moved from us andt hrown into many
dangers and temptations that the
promptings of their home training
stood to them to the last. I have
proof of this in a little book that %
have here. In this little book there is
a message from the trenches from
Gallipoli. The book was given to one
of the Blue Puttee Boys who went
forth todo his part in defence of the
Empire. I find in it here things that
must be a consolation to motherg who
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have lost their boys. Some times
when we see our boys full of life and
blood, we are afraid that their wild-
ness may have a bad effect when they
get away from home, but we should
not mind these things. We know that
the ideas and training that they im-
bued in early life do not leave them
when they went forth from home. In
this book there ig first a note “Landed
in Gallipoli September 9, 1915, nrine
hundred and thirty-three strong. Left
on January 6, 1916, three hundred
and thirty strong.” 1 have already re-
ferred to this on my remarks on Gal-
lipoli. Then I find in this little book
the following notes:

“If thy presence go not with me,
carry us not up hence.”

“Let not the waterfloods overflow
me, neither let the deep swallow me
up.”

Now, does anybody think that a boy
is a coward because he gives expres-
sion to the promptings of his heart in
this manner. Trust in God and do
the right.

Mr. Speaker, I may say that before
I close I would like to pay a tribute
to the W.P.A. for the good work they
have done, noble work, and if I may
be excused for being personal, I would
say that some of my own family have
been the recipients of comforts sent
forward by the W.P.A. to help our
boys in the trenches.

Now, there is another matter to
which I want to refer. In the next
paragraph it is foreshadowed that 2
Bill will be introduced to extend ihe
term of the present Parliament. I in-
tend to support that Bill and I intend
to stand by the National Government
until I see some sufficient reason for
changing my mind. I subscribed to
the Government last July and I feel
confident that my district will en-

dorse my support of the National Ad-
ministration,

- efforts and sacrifices.
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I may say, sir, that the last para-
graph here is almost—is in fact—a
benediction: “Despite the trials and
tribulations engendered by the great
War, Newfoundland has been especi-
ally blessed by Divine Providence.
To the God of Battles I commend your
I pray that He
may inspire you with a high sense of
duty in your deliberations, and pro-
tect our beloved country and our com-
mon Empire - through the perilous
ways through which we are now pass-
ing, till we arrive at a complete and
enduring peace,” and I would like to
and to that paragraph an expression
of hope that when this Conscription
Bill comes up that there will be no
division and that it will pass unani-
mously and, Sir, in my ears there is
sounding today an expression, and the
country is hearing it, and that is that
“England expects every man will do
his duty.”

I have much pleasure in seconding
the motion before the Chair.

MR. CURRIE—Mr. Speaker, it is
with no particular desire to be heard
that I rise to offer a remarks upon
the speech which Hig Excellency has
been pleased to open this session of
the Legislature, but it might seem
discourteous if some observations
did not come from this side of the
House. Before referring to the
speech, however, I should like to
convey to you, sir, my congratula-
tions—my very sincere congratula-
tions—upon the honour that has
been conferred upon you to-day. So
far as fitness and ability are con-
cerned, I think, sir, that if the Gov-
ernment had combed the House it
could not found one better qualified
to become the First Commoner in
the land. My only regret is that one
who has taken such a prominent part
in the debates of the House should
now become itg most silent member.
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We trust that in the exercise of your
authority there will be no discrimin-
ation and that members on this side
of the House will receive the same
impartial treatment as those on the
other. 1 desire to associate myself
also with the welcome that has been
extended to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor by the previous speakers.
There was some surprise when 1t
wag first learned that a gentleman
who had been for so many years as-
sociated with the Colonial Office was
coming to us, and I think that in
some quarters it was feared that we
should have to welcome a represent-
ative who would be the very personi-
ficatlon of red-tape and officialism,
but His Excellency’s free and easy
manner—which is a characteristic of
the free life of the Colonies—has
dispelled all these fears and already
he has established himself in the
hearts of the people. 8Sir Alexander
Harris brings to his office many years
of valuable experience, and 1 am sure
that dring his tenure of office he
will maintain those high traditions
which have been associated with the
Governors of this Island.

I should also like to take advant-
age of the occasion to perform a

duty which the mover and seconder
of the motion for the Address 1in
Reply overlooked, that is to extend
congratulations to the Prime Minis-
ter of the Colony. I congratulate
him heartily, although I find myself
in opposition to him. However, 1
think it would have been much bet-
ter, and J could have congratulated
him much more heartily if the honor
had come tq him in somewhat dif-
ferent mann‘lr. Some of ug at least
have not been particularly struck
with the methods by which the Hon-
orable ime Minister succeeded in
obtaini the position, and 1 think
the Cglony would have been much

better served had the matter been
left to the choice of the people, in-
stead of having been worked by
trickery and party intrigue. Never-
theless, 1 extend my congratulations
to the honorable gentleman on the
dignity and honour which has been
conferred on him, as I would any gen-
tleman who succeeds in reaching such
an exalted position,

I should like also to extend my
congratulations to the gentlemen who

have already spoken to the speech. 1
am glad to see that the honourable
member for Port de Grave has under-
gone conversion on several matters,
and I am particularly pleased to
know that he has undergone a change
of heart with regard to conscription.
But we shall deal with these later,
It is obviously impossible, Mr. Speak-
er, having had but a few brief mo-
ments to glance at the speech, to
adequately deal with the  various
matters referred to therein, but 1
must say that tht Government is to
be complimented on the boldness of
the speech. At least they have
placed their cards on the table and
let the House and the country know
exactly what to expect. That I think
is gratifying, because it has rather
been the custom in later years to
make the Speech from the Throne
full of generalities, and it is refresh-
ing to find the Speech actually out-
lining rather than concealing the
most important legislation to be in-
troduced. Naturally there are some
things in the Speech upon which we
don’t all agree. That is to be ex-
pected—all people don’t think alike
and it would be a sorry world if we
did. I find early in the speech one
reason for disagreement. Referring
to the fact that the fisheries have
been conducted with more than or-
dinary succesgs and that as a result
the total trade of the Dominion had
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shown a large increase for the year
ending June 30th., 1917, His Excellen-
cy attributes a large share of the
credit to the Tonnage Committee.
Remembering that the Tonnage Com-
mittee had not been appointed until
after the fiscal yvear ending June 30th,
1917, had closed, it is difficult to see
just how its activities could have
affected the trade of the preceding
year. The reference to the Tonnage
Committee, of course, is an attempt
to justify its existence and to gloss
over some of the criticisms that have
been directed against it. I do not
agree that _the Tonnage Committee
had over much to do even with the
marketing of our fish during the past
Fall. If the merchants had not look-
ed after their interests by going out-
side and purchasing additional ship-
ping I fear the country would have
been badly served. This is a matter
that will naturally be dealt with as
the session progresses, and it is not
my intention at the present time to
go into details, but one only has to
remember the way the mercantile
interests were served in the case of
the “Rutjenfel’ to discover how far
the committee assisted the Trade in
getting fish to market,

Reference is made to the loss of the
Florizel, and I desire to associate my-

self with everything that has been sald
therewith. The disaster has "been a
stunning blow to the country. The
loss of the ship is very great, but it ix
incomparable with the loss the coun-
try has sustained in the death of the
splendid men who went down in her.
We have lost some of our best citizens,
a type of man we can ill afford. I join
with the previous speakers in giving
public expression of our sympathy for
the bereaved relatives. There is onne
part of the paragraph referring to this
disaster that I would like to refer to
especially, and that i8 the reference to
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the Enquiry. I think that the prompt-
ness with which the Government acted
in this matter merits our apprecia-
tion. It was understood, however,
that the Government intended to con-
stitute another court with powers o
make a complete survey of the rough
and rugged coastline between here
and Cape Race, known by the unenvi-
able name of the “Graveyard of the
Atlantic,” in order that something
might be done to render less danger-
ous to mariners the approach to tais
port. Year after year ships go to de-
stuction in the neighbohood of Cape
Race, and apparently we are content
that it should continue, for we have
made no effort to improve the marine
safeguards there. Now that the losw.
of theFlorizel hag brought the matter
home to us with such terrible force it
is imperative that something should
be done and immediately. The coun-
try cannot afford, nor under present
shipping conditions can the Empire
or the world afford, a continuance of
those losses, and the Government
should give this questidn the gravest
consideration. More lights, more fog
alarms, bell buoys, or other methods
of warning may be needed. I am not
in a position tp say what we need, but
something must be done, and without
delay, to make this coast safer for
our seamen and the travelling public.~

As was to be expected, the Speech
deals very largely with the war and

matters pertaining thereto. The war
occupies all our attention, it is in our
thoughts day and night. Like the
rest of the Empire we have been do-
ing a share, but not as large a share
as we might have done. In some
thingg our indifference amountg to
crime, The hon. member for Port de
Grave in the course of his remarks
referred to the work of the Food Con-
trol Board. As he has admitted, the
work of the Board has not satisfied
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verybody, and it was not expected
that it would. In my opinion the
Board has not gone as far as it should
have gone in controlling the supplies
for this country. There has beeén no
limit to our food supply. We have
been blessed with abundance of every-
thing. We are the most favoured peo-
ple on the earth today. We have not
yvet felt the strain of the war in any
way, but we have made no effort to
help those who are in distress on the
other side of the Atlantic. In my opin-
ion the time has come when the Food
Board should consider seriously the
guestion of rationing our people
similarly to other countries. It seems
to me to be a poor kind of loyaily
that will take all while our brethren
on the other side are limited to the
point of starvation. One has only to
follow the English newspapers or in-
deed read the letters from friends to
realize the serioug condition of affairs
over there. I have recently seen let-
ters frcm our own lads who left here
with the second last draft telling of
the privations there. They had left a
land of plenty and are now glad to
be careful of every crumb on thecir
plates. It seems to me to be grossly
wrong that we should make no sacri-
fices, do nothing to help provide 7or
food for the Motherland in thigs hour
of her extremity. The member for
Port de Grave, who is himself a mem-
ber of the Food Control Board, would
do well to take this matter up and
see if something cannot be done.

I notice that my friend avoided in
his remarks all reference to that

reference to that paragraph “of the
Speech from, the Throne which re-
fers to them!axtension of the term of
the present assembly. This is an-
other matter upon which he has un-

dergone ‘conversion. It is with a
great al of amusement that one
remendbers how, when this same

question was under debate in this
Asembly on another occasion, he re-
ferred to what he termied the German
methods which were being brought to
bear in trying to force the extension
of the life of Parliament without the
consent of the people. But I will not
comment extensively on that this
afternoon. My hon. friend, like his
prototypes in Germany, has been
obedient to the whip and the prin-
ciples which he once so profoundly
professed are to-day cast to the
winds, and higs example is copied by
other members on the other side of
the House. In view of this change I
was amused to hear him dilate on
“Government of the people, by the
people and for the people,” which he
has so often reiterated on other ore-
casions, and which falls on our ears
with an entirely different significance.
We are told here to-day by the Speech
that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to extend the life of Parlia-
ment. May I say that as far as I am
concerned it is not my purpose to
agree to any such extension.

I am aware that when this gques-
tion was brought before the House

on another occasion I gave it my sup-
port. 1 believed then that the best
interests of the people would Dbe
served by so doing. I believed that
we should cast aside political con-
siderations and devote our sole at-
tention to matters of Empire and par-
ticularly of recruiting. But I did not
think that any man with any self re-
spect can look back and congratulate
the country on the result of the amal-
gamation or on the work that has
been effected by those now in power.
We were told that the amalgamation

was for the benefit of the country,

and to promote our war interests but
for myself I haye not heard of any
single attempt being made to in-
crease our war work. Certainly
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nothing was done to help the Regi-

ment. It is true that a Recruiting
campaign was conducted here lg_st
Fall, but as far as the Government

was concerned, they did nothing
whatever to help forward the move-
ment in any way. The work was
done by private citizens and return-
ed soldiers, who were sent out to do
recruiting for the Regiment, while the
leaders of the Government, who
should have gone up and down the
country, as everybody anticipated
they would do, remained at home
and devoted their time to political
deals, which were no credit to the
country or to them, or anybody as-
sociated therewith. Because of this
breach of faith, I found myself un-
able at the end of the year to give
my support to the reconstructed
National Administration. Further, a
change had taken place which the
country was not justified in antici-
pating, a change which memberg of
the late Government were assured

would not take place a  change
which was effected without their
Enowledge or consent. The mem-
bers of this House were mnot call-

ed upon to decide what they deemed
best, but a half dozen men arranged
outside this House what can only be
called a most iniguitous deal and the
National Government that is in pow-
er to-day is not in power by unani-
mous consent of this House. It is
not in power with the consent of the
people, because the people have not
had the chance to pass their verdict
upon it; and we can see by the
Speech from the Throne to-day that
if the Government can have their
way, they will not have it.

Perhaps members on the other side
of the House will say to me that I

was in favour of this measure once
and now I am not. Why do I object
to it now? Those reasons 1 have

given in another place, and it is not
fitting that I should this afternocon
delay this House by going into de-
tails. It will suffice to say that con-
ditions have changed materially
since then, the membership of the
House has decreased since we last
met here; and though we are living
in serious times, when the war had
never a worse aspect, there is no
justification whatever for the exten-
sion of the life of a House whose re-
presentation is incomplete, with only
two-thirds of its membership present.
The attendance to-day represents
only half its membership. How can
such a body take upon itself the re-
sponsibility -of carrying on the af-
fairs of this country without re-
ceiving the approbation of the peo-
ple? How dare it? We are told the
war may continue for a very long
time yet. I think that that is quite
probable, but it is the opinion of
others whose utterances command
attention that we are in the last
stages of the war, that within the
next five or six months a decision
will be reached and the situation
cleared up. A prominent French
General declared only a day or two
ago that it ig impossible for the ene-
my to continue for a much longer
period an offensive so intense and
costly. In a few months the serious-
ness of the situation may be past, and
so far ag the Allies are concerned at
any rate there will be no doubt
whatever as to the outcome. But this
is not a time when we sghould alto-
gether neglect our local interests.
Since we last .met elections have
been held in Australia and Canada.
Their internal affairs have not inter-
rupted their war work in any way,

and I cannot possibly think what evil
affect an election here could have on
the progress of the war. 1 cannot,

therefore, conscientiously support
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any bill for further extension.

There is another matter in the
Speech from the Throne to which I
should like to make reference. That
is the paragraph referring to Selec-
tive Conscription. I should like to
congratulate the Government upon
bold stand that they have taken upon
this question, and to give my assur-
ances that I shall not, personally, op-
pose this policy. Of course, we have
not the details of the-measure before
us, and of those I cannot speak. Dut
I would like to say that I am in
thorough accord with the principle
underlying Selective Conscription.

As a final word, I should like to as-
sure the Government that everything
that has for its aim the helping of the
Regiment and the returned soldiers
will meet with my most cordial sup-
port. There will be no opposition or
carping criticism from this side of the
House. In all matters I hope that we
shall be able to conduct our differenc-
es without disturbing our personal re-

lationship.

As far as my own position here in
this House ig concerned, I would like
to state that it is my own will and
choice. It is a matter of principle
that has placed me on the opposiie
gide of the House to where I sat last
session. I wag unable to agree with
the deals that were being made lasl
year and I felt that I could not asso-
ciate myself with the responsibility
that they necessitated.
to take my seat on this side, where at
least one feels more comfortable. On
this side of the House one 1s not
bound to the system of party policy
which is so|destructive to liberty of
thought or : action. In taking my seat,
Mr. Speaker, let we again congratulate
you on the honour which has been
conferrgd upon you; and while I hope
that ur tenure of office will be
happ¥, I cannot hope that it will be

I am willing*

long, but that when the House again
1s called top meet we shall see g new
face in the place where we now see
yours.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Before
proceeding to deal with the main

topics of the Speech with His Ex-
cellency the Governor has been
pleased to open the session of the
Legislature, I shall spend a little
time in replying to the political pin
pricks of the member for Burin, who
has just taken his seat. The Hon-
ourable Member tells us that he feels
more comfortable in the cold shades
of Opposition than he did on the
Government side of the House. The
satisfaction is mutual. We do not
mourn his loss, for we also feel more
comfortable and satisfied now that he
has left us. Whilst expressing his
complacency at his own change of
views, he gibes at what he calls the
change of heart of the Honourable
Member for Port de Grave. Last
year, both in this House and in the
newspaper which he edits, he was
vehemently outspoken against a
general election, and claimed that
war time was no time for polities.
Now, however, he is all for politics
and has no consideration for the war
crisis or the National Government.
He intimates to us that he is satisfied
on the highest authority that the war
will be over in time for a general
election next fall. I question his
authority. Everything that I have
learned in the course of my official
duties pointg directly to the contrary.
I cannot conceive that either the Kais-
er or the Allies will be so obliging to
the honourable member as to stop the
war in order that he may go to
Burin for a contest next fall. He
complains that the Government
party were lacking in duty in regard
to the participation of this Colony in
the war last fall and that he made up
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his mind, at the end of the year, to
leave our ranks. It is somewhat
strange, however, that the honourable
gentleman has only just awakened up
to this alleged dereliction of duty on
the part of others, and that he him-
gelf, while charging the Government
with delayed and tardy action, has
neither visited his constituency nor
any other constituency in order to
appeal for recruits, and that he, of
all men, has the least justification
for charging others with remissness
of duty. He went on also to hint at
something wrong in connection with
the Government’s action concerning
the S. S. Rutjenfell. I am not aware
of there having been any wrong-
doing in relation to this matter. 1
have nothing whatever to be ashamed
of in this respect. Scandal mongers
have endeaveocured to excite suspicion,
but I emphatically assert that nothing

was done except with the fullest
knowledge of those presiding over
the Government.

MR. CURRIE—Mr. Hickman does

not say that.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Mr.
Hickman is satisfied that no wrong-
doing is attributable to the Govern-
ment in this connection. The hon.
member for Burin is jumping to
conclusions before he knows any-
thing about the matter to which he
refers, just as he jumped last
Christmas before knowing where he
was going to land. The honourable
gentleman also states that he will not
oppose conscription.

MR. CURRIE—I did not say that.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — That
honourable gentleman said he wag not
going to oppose conscription. Is that
the spirit with which he approaches
the question of this crisis? What is
wanted now is not a negative, colour-
less, indifferent spirit. We want men
- who are going to -support it whole-

heartedly, not men who are not going
to oppose it unless they can find
fault with some part of the measure.
We need men to-day determined to
take off their coats and put the.
measure through, and press of public
opinion, in order that the measure
may be so enforced that Newfounda-
land will do her full duty in providing
men for the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment. I teil you, Mr. Speaker,
we are going to put through conscrip-
tion. I tell you, sir, we do not care
whether the honouable gentleman 1s
with it or not the measure will go
through. This measure has been
given the fullest consideration, and
the Bill has been carefully prepared,
and is now printed and ready to be
brought before this House. The re-
turned soldiers and rejected men
are joining hand in hand in arousing
the public conscience and forming
public opinion that will not only aid-
in putting through conscription, but
see that it is enforced without
trouble.

I am informed by the honourable
gentleman that he would have liked

to congratulate me as a Prime Min-
ister who had come back from the
country by the will of the people.
Last year before the present crisis
arose, we were willing to go to the
country, but the honourable gentle-
man wag one of those who prevented
any such appeal being made to the
Electorate, We were willing to go to
the country as a National Govern-
ment, and obtain the endorsement of
the people. He taunts me with ob-
taining my present office by *“deals.”
I tell him there was no “dealing” or
no “‘trade,” but that I stand here to-
day, supported by an overwhelming
majority of the members of this
House, ag you will observe, sir, if you
look at the number of members sup-
porting me, and compare it with the
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two solitary members on the opposi-
tion side of this Chamber.
like to know where the trickery came
in, and who were the tricksters.
Are the members on this side of the
House the tricksters?

MR. CURRIE—Certainly, some of
them.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Tell us
their names. Why have not the rest
gone over with you?

MR. CURRBRIE—We
that later on.

"HON, PRIME MINISTER—You can
have all the discussion you like. The
will of the country is represented by
the majority on this side of the House,
and not by the few who elected to
go into opposition. Now, Mr. Speak-
er, I have done with the political
aspects of the matter. So far as 1
am concerned, I do not intend te
spend much time in political bicker-
ings this session. This will be a
“Win the War” policy. We have now
reached the gravest crisis of the war.
We need men and money and we in-
tend to get both.- We do not intend
to have a General Election this year.
"We want the Conscription Bill put
through and made the law of the land
and we want the fullest opportunity
to carry it into effect so that our
Regiment may not be short of men,
and that we may supply our {full
share of the reinforcements required
so urgently on the other side. Con-
scription and extension of Parlia-
ment are two measures which are in-
timately bound together. We do not
intend to fall into the trap the hon-
ourable gentlemen thinks we will be

decoyed intn. He congratulates us

will discuss

on our b¢ldnesg in intimating that we
shall bying in a Conscription Bill, but
he insists on an election this fall so
that political strife and partizan bit-
terpess may be created at the very
tinle that the men who return from

I would

the codfishery will be called up un-
der the Conscription measure. There,
sir, is the trickster. There, sir, is
the trickery. We are to be bold in
bringing in the measure, but he and
his associates want to benefit by the
unpopularity they hope this measure
will bring upon the Government in
order to obtain power and control of
our affairs. Who, sir, are his associ-
ates? What have they done for Con-
scription? What have they done for
Recruiting? Amongst them are men
notoriously opposed to Conscription,
men who have been noted for taking
no part whatever in the work of Re-
cruiting from the very start of the
war. Are these the men one would
expect to enforce Conscription? Are
they the men to see that the ranks
of the Regiment are kept filled? Are
they the men to see that Newfound-
land shall do her duty to the Mother
Country in supplying men to the
fields of France and Flanders? No,
sir., We do not intend to fall into
the trap? We intend te ask this
Legislature to pass a Conscription
measure and to extend Parliament in
order that we may carry out the pro-
visions of the Bill. The Bill is
already printed and ready for intro-
duction. Before 1 leave the House
to-day I shall give notice of it, and
I hope it will be r:ad a first time
to-morrow, that we shall be able to
read it a second time on Thursday,
and, if all goes well, that it may be
passed on to the Legislative Council
early next week. It is the intention
of the Government to send up both
Bills to the Legislative Council and
appeal to them to aid us by the one
measure to make Conscription the

law of the land, and by the other to
enable us to carry it out as it should
be carried out. As to the Conserip-
tion Bill, I may say that the Bill pur-

poses to call up unmarried men be-
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tween the ages of 19 and 49. These
men will be divided into four classes.
The term unmarried men will also
include widowers without children
and all men who have married after
the 10th April 1918, the time when
the Government, under the War
Measures Act, gave notice that no
unmarried men of military age should
be allowed to leave the country. The
first class to be called up includes
those who have attained the age of
nineteen years and who were not
born earlier than the year 1894. The
second class includes those born in
the vear 1889 to 1893 both inclusive,
The third class includes those born
in the years 1884 to 1888 both In-
clusive, and the fourth class those
who were born in the years 1879 to
1883 both inclusive. The Bill pro-
vides that the Governor in Council
may subdivide these classes if it ap-
pears to be so desirable and the men
of the younger class will be called
up first. The call will be made by
Proclamation and from the date fixed
in the Proclamation, without any
other formal act, all the members
of the class called up will become
soldiers of the King and subject to
the provisions of military law under
the Army Act. Another important
provision of the Act deals with those
who c¢laim exemption. The exemp-
tions proposed are comparatively
few. They are as follows:

(1) Claim may be made for ex-
emptions in the national in-
terest.

(2) Claim may be made on the
ground that claimant has
one or two brothers and that
one of them ig serving or has
served in His Majesty’'s Nav-
al or Military forces during
the present war, or a claim-
ant may show that he has
three or four brothers and

that two of them are serving
or have served in His Majes-
ty’s Naval or Military forces
during the present war.

(3) Unmarried men may also
claim exemption on the
ground that they have main-
ly dependent on them for
support parents, brothers or

sisters.

(4) A claimant may also show
that his health is such or
his infirmity so great that

his services would be of no
military value.

But no certificate of exemption may
be granted by the Court unless a
claimant establisheg to the satisfac-
tion of the Tribuna] that his claim
is well grounded.

MR. CURRIE—May I interrupt the
Prime Minister for a moment. In con-
nection with applicants for exemp-
tion, must all single applicants come
to St. John’s to make their applica-
tion, or can it be done by letter?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—That
will be a matter. of regulation to be
framed by the Governor in Council

under the powers conferred by tne
Act.

MR. CURRIE—It has not been de-
cided?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—No, it
will not be provided in the Act This
matter will be provided for by regu-
lations. Men who are crippled, for
instance, those who have lost an arm
or leg or are otherwise obviously un-
fit for military service will not pe
called upon to come to St. John’'s.
As to the Tribunal, the Government

has been fortunate in securing the
co-operation of the Judges of the
Supreme Court. These gentlemen

have consented to act as members of
the Tribunal. They will not sit in
their capacity as Judges, nor as a
supreme Court. They can sit sep-
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arately or together, so that there
may be three Tribunals at times
working separately, and they may

come together in order to review the
findings of any single member; but
no appeal from their decision will be
allowed to the Supreme Court. 1
commend this feature of the Bill to
the consideration of the House. I
think we have been particularly hap-
py in having been able to offer to the
House a Tribunal of the nature 1
have outlined. Using the phrasing
of my friend the Honourable Member
for Port de Grave I repeat that we
are conscripting both men and mon-
ey. Last year we started with the
conscription of money. Now we are
making provision for the conscription
of men and we shall make further
provision for the conscription of
money. It is the intention of the
Government to introduce a war in-
cdma tax on the lines of the Canadian
Act so that those 'who do not pay
anything in the way of war taxation
under the Business Profits Tax will
have an opportunity of doing so un-
der this measure. 1 may tell you,
gir, that I, and those associated with
me, are not over anxious about the
popularity or unpopularity of these
measures, except in so far as it
affects the enforcement of the law.
We need public opinion strongly be-
hind us in order that the measures
may be carried out, but we are mnot
much concerned as to how our politi-
cal future may be affected by this
measure. 1 have nailed my colours
to the mast, and if I am to go down
to politica)} defeat because of my
action in connection with this Con-
scription nheasure, I am prepared to
accept my doom. In the meantime,

however, whilst I am leading the
Gove ‘ment, I am determined that
these/ measures shall go through and
sh be carried out faithfully, be-

cause I am convinced of their ur-
gent and pressing necessity. . As a
member of the Imperial] War Cabinet
I know how serious is the -crisis
through which we are now passing.
I know the need of men. I know
that the call which is being made
on us is one to which we cannot fail
to respond. The soldiers in the
trenches are calling on us to go
over and help them. We need more
and more men., We need more and
more money. I have no doubt what-
ever we shall get both. When the
time comes for an appeal to the
country, and those who sent me here
are dissatisfied with what 1 have
done in this connection, I am pre-
pared to accept their verdict uncom-
plainingly, and I shall deem the gac-
rifice as small indeed compared to
the sufferings and sacrifices made by
the brave men who have given their
lives in the cause which we are bat-
tling for to-day. This session, sir,
I hope will be a business session. 1
trust that matters will be dealt with
promptly and that the session may
be short. 1 have been invited to
attend the Imperial War Council and
the Imperial] War Conference in or-
der that I may have a better oppor-
tunity of proving things as they
really are, but I know sufficient now
to realize the urzency of the call for
men. Both men and money are
crying needs. We need men to win
the victory; we need money to
achieve victory. To-day is St. Geor-
ge’s Day. It is a most auspicious
occasion on which to open a War
Parliament in England’s oldest Col-
ony. We are in the fight for St.
George and England. As St. George
valiantly fought and slew the dragon

which then oppressed the world so
are the men of Newfoundland
day called upon to assist in exterm-

to-

inating the modern dragon of German
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tyranny and despotism. This day
shall be a memorable one in our his-
tory. It is in this hope and in this
belief that we here and now resolve
to do our part to the fullest extent
to uphold the glorious record which
our soldiers and sailors have achiev-
ed for us on land and sea, to see that
those who have died in the common
cause have not yet yielded their
lives in vain and to ensure that since
we have entered the war we intend
to be in it to a finish.

The motion then passing, it was or-
dered accordingly and that the fol-
lowing gentlemen be such Committee:

Messrs. QGrimes, Parsons, Currie,
Moore, Winsor.
The Prime Minister gave notice

that he would on tomorrow ask leave
to introduce a Bill entitled “An Act
Respecting Military Service.”

The Prime Minister gave notice that
he would on tomorrow ask leave to
introduce a Bill entitled “An Act to

further Extend the Term of the Pre-
gent Legislature.”

The Minister of Marine and Fisher-
ies gave notice that he would on to-
morrok ask leave to introduce a Bill
entitled “An Act to Amend the Act
6, George V. (1915) Chapter 17, en-
titled ‘An Act respecting the Estab-
lishment of a Permanent Marine Dis-
asters Fund.””

‘The Minister of Marine and Fisher-
les gave notice that he would on to-
morrow ask leave to introduce a Bill
entitled “An Act Respecting the Re-
porting .of Missing Schooners.’

The Prime” Minister gave notice that
he would on to-morrow ask leave to
introduce a Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend the Education Act.

The Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on to-morrow ask leave
to introduce a Bill entitled “An Act

to Amend the Inflammable Sub-
stances Act, 1916.’

The Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on to-morrow ask leave
to introduce a Bill entitled “An Act
to Apply to this Dominion the Pro-

visions of the Imperial Act, The
Marine Conventions Aect, 1911.”

The Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on to-morrow ask

leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend Chapter One Hundred
and Nine of the Consolidated Statues
of Newfoundland, Second Series, en-
titled “Of Patents.”

The Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act Further to Amend the Act 3,
Edward VII (1903) Chapter 6 entitled

“An Act respecting Crown Lands,
Timber, Mines and Minerals.
The Prime Minister gave notice

that he would on to-morrow ask leave
to introduce a Bill entitled “An Act
respecting the Publication of the
Consolidated Statutes, Third Series.”

The Prime Minister gave notice that
he would on to-morrow ask leave to
introduce a Bill entitled “An Aect re-
specting the Department of Ship-
ping.”

The Prime Minister gave notice that
he would on to-morrow ask leave to.
introduce a Bill entitled “An Act to
further Amend Chapter 141 of the
Consolidated Statutes of Newfound-
land Second Series, entitled “Of the
Keeping of Dogs.”

Hon. the Colonial Secretary tabled
the following reports:—

Annual Report of Government Sav-
ings Bank.

Report of Sti Johns General Hos-
pital (1917).

Report of Public Schools, under
Church of Enlgland Boards (1917).

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
til to-morrow, Wednesday, April 24th
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at three of the clerk in the after-
noon.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. ‘

WEDNESDAY, April 24, 1918.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Mr.
Speaker, I ask leave to present a num-
erously signed petition from the in-
habitants of Rocky Harbor, asking for
telegraph extension. Also a petition
from Scilly Cove, Brownsdale ond
neighborhood, in the district of Trin-
ity, in reference to the mail service.
Also a petition from John French and
others of Carbonear, in relation to
fishery matters. I ask that these sev-
eral petitions be received and referred
to the Departments to which they
relate.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Mr.
Speaker, with your permission, and
the indulgence of the House, 1 would
ask that the House meet in Secret
Session on tomorrow afternoon at 3
o’clock, in order that I may lay before
the House a despatch which I have
received from the Secretary -of State
for the Colonies in relation to war
conditions.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act
respecting Military Service” was iu-
troduced and read a first time and or-
dered to be read a second time on to-
Mmorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on; motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
further Extend the term of the pre-
sent Hegislature" was introduced and
read a first time and ordered to be
readd a second time on tomorrow.

ursuant *o notice and- leave grant-
ed and on motion of the Minister of

Marine and Fisheries, the Bill enti-
tled “An Act to Amend the Act 6 Geo.
V. (1915) Chapter 17, entitled “An Act
respecting the Establishment of a Per-
manent Marine Disasters Fund,” wasg
introduced and read g first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, the Bill entitled
“An Act Respecting the Reporting of
Missing Schooners” was introduced
and read a first time and ordered to be
read g second time on tomorrow

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister the Bill entitled “An Act (o
Amend the Education Act, 1916,” was
introduced and read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
tomorrow,

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister the Bill entitled “An Aect to
Amend the Inflammable Substances
Act, 1916,” was introduced and read a
first time and ordered to be read a
second time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
Apply to this Dominion the Provisions
of the Imperial Act, The Maritime
Conventions Act, 1911,” was intro-
duced and read a first time and or-
dered to be read g second time on to-
MOrrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend Chapter One Hundred and
Nine of the Consolidated Statutes of
Newfoundland, Second Series, entitled
“Of Patents,” was introduced and read
q first time and ordered to be read a
second time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
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Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act re-
specting Crown Lands, Timber, Mines
and Minerals,” was introduced and
read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act re-
specting the Publication of the Con-
gsolidated Statules, Third Series,” was
introduced and read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and-leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act
respecting a Department of Shipping”
was introduced and read a first time
and ordered to be read a second time
on ftu:n1:|:zn::':r1:'4[2»15'5r

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
further Amend Chapter 141 of the
Consolidated Statutes of Newfound-
land, Second Series, entitled “Of the
Keeping of Dogs,” was introduced and
read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Mr. Currie asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay on the
table of the House a statement show-
i:;g_ the amount of the loan raised by
him during his recent visit to Canada

and the terrs on which the loan was
_ raised.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE—I
have no statement to lay on the table,
Mr. Speaker, ag no loan was raised by

me during my visit to Canada and the
United States.

Mr, Currie asked the Hon. Acting
Minister of Shipping te lay on the
table of the Hoose g statement show-
ing the receipts, if any, and the ex-
penditures of the Shipping Committee

HON. ACTING MINISTER OF
SHIPPING—I beg to say, in reply to
that question, Mr. Speaker, that the

answer is being prepared and will be
tabled in g few days.

Hon. the Prime Minister moved thatl
when the House rises, it adjourn un-
til three of the clock tomorrow,
Thursday, then to meet in secret ses-
sion, and that Members of the Legis-
lative Council be invited through Mr.
Speaker to be present.

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

THURSDAY, April 25h., 1918.

The House met at three of tihe
ciock in the afternoon pursuant to ad-
journment.

Mr. Speaker directed the Sergeant
et Arms to invite Mr. President and
Members of the Legislative Council
to attend.

The Prime Minister read a de-
spatch from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, Right Hon £ Walter
L.ong, setting out the grave nature nf
the military situation on the western
front and the urgent need of increas-
ed man power. The gituation in re-
gard to submarine warfare and short-
age of tonnage was also dealt with.

Mr. Speaker directed that strangers
be admitted.

Mr. Grimes on behalf of the Select
Committee appointed to draft a Re-
ply to His Excellency’s Speech pre-
sented the Report of the Select Com-
mittee as follows:

To Hig Excellency Sir Charles Alex-
ander Harris, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.V.O,,
Governor and Commander in Chief
in and over the Dominion of New-
foundland and its Dependencies.

May it Please Your Excellecy:

We, the Commons of Newfoundland
in Legislative Session assembled beg
to thank Your Ezxcellency for the
Gracious Speech which Your Excel-
lency has addressed to both Houses
of the Legislature.

George F. Grimes, Edward Parsons,
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R. G. Winsor, P. F. Moore, J. S.
Currie. :

Assembly Room, April 25th., 1918.

On motion this
ceived.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker, I desire
to say a few words on the matter
that is now before the House. Before
doing so, however, I will take this
opportunity of extending to vou my
hearty congratulations on your ele-
vation to the highest position in the
gift of this House, and I feel sure,
sir, that the high traditions of
office will be well sustained by yuu_;
and that the same spirit of fair play
in debate will be given by vou as
was extended by your predecessors.

Since this Assembly last met for
discussion of business, a great many
changes have taken place in the per-
sonnel. The old familiar figure of
the late Prime Minister no longer
addresses the Speaker’s chair. The
manly voice that echeed in this cham-
ber for _nearly thirty years is now
still, at least so far as the debates
of this Assembly are concerned. And
right here, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to pay what is to my mind a well
earned tribute to the splendid indus-
try and ability of Sir Edwarsg Mor-
ris; because, alhough we may ques-
tion the means employed by him in
his advancement or elevation to the
peerage, still, none of us can or
would wish to deny that during his
thirty years of service to this coun-
try, by his energy, ability and hard
work he accomplished much for this
country, more, I think, than will ev-
er be accomplished by any one man
again in|this country. His achieve-
ment may be equalled, but it will
never be surpassed. The pity is that
the closing hours of such a brilliant
carger were not employed in a dif-
fepent direction, and that the gen-
tlemen who now occupy the seats of

report was re-

the®

Government should owe their posi-
tions to double dealing, duplicity and
deceit.

When this Assembly was last in
session, I ocupied a seat opposite to

the one 1 now occupy. There is a
reason why I am not over there to-
day, and it is my intention to explain
to this House in a few brief words,
the reason why I occupy a seat in
the Opposition to-day. 1 came into
his House in 1913 as a follower of
Sir Edward Morris and a believer in
his policy, and it is now ancient
history how wel]l this policy, as In-
auguraed by him in 1907-8, was re-
ceived by the people. On the oc-
casion of three general elections his
policy was endorsed, and a strong
following was sent into ®his Assem-
bly, of whom 1 happened to be one.
Last year, before Sir Edward Morris’s
temporary retirement,as I understood

it to be, took place, I remember one

afternoon attending a meeting of this
Assembly when an allusion was
made by one of the honourable
members now present regarding a
report that was being circulated in
different parts of the country to the
effect that there was a possibility
that Sir Edward Morris would not
return to this country to continue
the leadership of this House. That
matter was brought to the attention
of the Prime Minister, and he abso-
lutely denied the truth of the state-
ment. He said that neither by writ-
ing nor verbally had he made any
statement of suggestion to any party
or parties, with reference to his re-
tirement, and that no party or part-
ies had ever; verbally or by writing,
intimated such a thing to him; and
ne went further and said that if any
overtures should be made to him, he
would absolutely refuse to have any-
thing to do with them, as he had not
the slightest intention of retiring un-
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til the party or the country had
first made that decision. But events
have happened since which prove
conclusively, to me at least, that
when he was giving this statement,
he was even then in negotiation with
parties, with a view to bidding adieu
to this country and handing over its
affairs to men who were then his
opponents, and wn™> had not been
sent here by the peuvple of the
country. Personally, I have no de-
gire to criticize any individual who
had made up his mind that he was
doing the right thing. If Sir Edward
Morris wished to elect a new leader,
that was his own business, but I for
one, do not agree with and cannot
support the Ileadership of the Hon.
the Prime Minister. So, Mr. Speaker,
I wish to convey to the House and
the country the reason I am to-day
sitting in opposition.

The Speech from the Throne is a
fairly lengthy one, and 1 have not

had the time I would wish to give to
its perusal, so I will content myself
with making very short reference to
one or two of what I consider the
more important paragraphs. On the
question of Conscription, 1 under-
stand from the announcement of the
leader of the House that the Govern-
ment intends to bring down a bill to
enact conscription. I think it is a
pity that this country, with its
splendid record, a record that any
country may well be proud of, should
have to resort to such a measure:
and if some of the leaders who are
now 80 anxious to pass conscription
had taken a different attitude in 1914
and 1915, when the call came forth
just as strongly and urgently as to-
day for help, and if they had then
done what they should have done,
there would not now be any necessity
to come into this House and intro-
duce a measure whereby the manhood

this work, thought that a
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of the country is to be conscripted.
When Sir Edward Morris saw the
need in 1914, and I take it he was
well informed from the other side as
to how serious the situation was
then, an appeal went forth to form
the Regiment, and men who should
have taken an active part in doing
sufficient
contribution from this country would
have been a few cases of lobsters and
a few quintals of fish. Now they are
prepared to come in here and pass a
measure to conscript all the manhood
of the country, without any reserv-
ation. I agree, Mr. Speaker, that if
the case is so serious as we are led
to believe, everything that lies in our
power to do should be done in defence
of the Empire. My attitude ever
since the declaration of war is one
that T am not ashamed of. When
war wag declared I had the honor of
being the president of one of the old-
est societies in the country. Our
total membership was less than 200
men, and when 1 resigned from that
society a year ago, I am proud to
say that out of this membership we
had an honor roll of 115 men, and
on that honour roll, I am sorry to
say, were twenty-two men whose
bones are to-day bleaching in France
and Belgium, who went there and
died in defence of the principles of
freedom and justice. So I submit,
Mr. Speaker, although I do not want
to claim any personal credit, that as
the President of this society, my at-
titude towards this question has not
been one to be ashamed of, and there
has never been a call for financial
help for anything patriotic, to which -
I have not subscribed as liberally as 1
could, and more liberally, perhaps,
than my meang would allow, And 1

will continue to do so. The point 1
wish to emphasize, Mr. Speaker, in
connection with this measure, is that,
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if it had been introduced by an as-
sembly representative of the people,
who had been sent here by the people
and would have to go back to the
people, it would be a different matter.
This measure is being introduced by
men who have not the slightest in-
tention of ever offering themselves
for re-election, men who have come
here with their commissions in their
pockets, men who have been taken
out of one office, because there was
not sufficient work there and put in-
to another office, so that they might
be retained to give the appearance of
a representative assembly to pass
his measure or any other measure.
I say, sir, it is unconstitutional, un-
British, unfair, and the country will
not have it. When the people of this
country are aroused and find out the
tactics of this administration there 1s
going to be trouble. It is not for love
of the British Empire that thig bill
is being put through, and it is not for
the good of the country that these
gentlemen are now roused to this
pitch of patriotism., When our re-
turned soldiers came home, some of
them maimed for life, having lost an
arm, or a leg, what did the Govern-
ment do for them? If there was a
position in the gift of the Govern-
ment, who got it? Not any of these
men. On the contrary, if it was
whispered around that there was any
likelihood of a returned soldier mak-
ing application for a position, it was
the signal for some heeler to get busy
and worm his way into this position.
I say, sir, that if the Government
had looked after these men when they
came hpme, and had made an occas-
iona] vacancy to give a living to some
maimeéd soldier, it would have been

a ddi,fferent story, as to reeruiting. No
right thinking man would object to

ving an office created in such a
case,

I know a man, a personal

friend of mine, and one of the hun-
dred and twenty I spoke about, who
came home with a bullet in his lung,
and no more good for anything, who
was paid off with $50.00. Is that the
kind of treatment to hand out to
these men who have offered their all
to fight for their country? If these
tactics had not been the order of the
day, we would not now have to pass
a conscription measure. What fur-
ther proof do you want than the at-
titude of the returned soldiers, who .
have taken up the matter recently.
The response to the appeal made by
the soldiers ig sufficient proof to me
that there is no necessity for any
such measure. There are hearts
beating in Newfoundland to-day that
are just as loyal as those in France,
and the men of Newfoudland would
not need to have been conscripted if
the matter had been put to them
squarely, and if the Government had
done its duty by those who came back
after having lost their health and
strength in defence of their country.
The conversation that usually took
place between the returned men and
their friends was something like
this: “Well, Jack, welcome home,
how are you feeling. Would you ad-
vise me to have a try at it?” “Well,
if you don’'t get any better treat-
ment than I have got, I would advise
you to stay as far away from it as
you can.,” If the returned men had
been properly treated it would have
encouraged others to take their
places, but such did not happen. And
I say that if the Government had
taken no open part in the recruiting
campaign, but had let it be done by
those who could make the most ef-
fective appeal, they would have had
more recruits than they would know

what to do with. As soon as the Gov-
ernment identified itself with the
campaign, good night to it. When



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. . 33

the bill comes down I will have a
better opportunity of discussing it. 1
haven't vet seen the bill, and until I

gsee it I reserve to myself the right
to oppose it or support it.

The other sections of the Speech to

which I would like to make a short -

reference here, is that which deals
with the attempt that is going to Dbe
made to bring down a bill to prolong
the life of Parliament. Well, it is
amusing, when one comes to think of
it, to hear these gentlemen giving
reasons why the life of Parliament
should be prolonged, in view of some
of the speecheg that were made in this
Chamber last Session. I propose,
when the measure comes down, to
bring down some of these speeches
and read them, if I can get the time
of the House, so that we can compare
notes. We are asked to prolong the
life of Parliament, so that these gen-
tlemen may retain their seats in the
House for a while longer, and taen
when the Assembly closes go into per-
manent positions for life so that they
need never worry if there is ever an
election again or not. Has this coun-
try fallen so low that the life of Par-
liament is to be prolonged just
the sake of letting these gentlemen
retain their grasp on the spoils of
office. And the price is the blocd of
our soldiers. The young men of the
country are asked to go over and sac-
rifice their lives in defence of the
principles of democracy, but this
House of Assembly as constituted is
more typical of the iron heel and the
mailed fist. Is this the spirit of the
British Constitution. I don’t - believe
vet that the honorable leader is really
serious. I think it must be ga huge
oke, this announcement that he in-

tends to further prolong the life of
Parliament,

I will defer any further comments
until the Bill comes in. T want to as-

for .

gure the Government that I am pre-
pared to stay here for six weeks (and
I am able to talk for a few hours, es-
pecially if I am armed with a bundle
of ‘Advocates’) before I will submit to
let this measure go through just to
gratify a few people who want to hang
on to the spoils of office, and who have
no interest in the affairs of Empire.
We have heard a lot about picnics
during the last few years, and it seems
rather inconsistent that one of the
first actiong of the present Govern-
ment should be to provide a picnic for
the Prime Minister. The House Is Lo
be closed early so that the Prime
Minister may get across to the other
side. Now, I think, with all due re-
spect to the importance of the Prime
Minister’s being over near the seat of
war, that his work would be better
done if he remained in this country.
If we are going to have the serious
condition of affairs that has been out-
lined in the speech, I think he would
be a great acquisition to the Tonnage
Committee. His work would be better
done if he remained at home to see
that there is no lack of salt for the
fishery and that our products will be
safely marketed and everything on =a
firm basis. Then during the winter
months hecan be better done without
and a little trip over to England and
his own home would be satisfactory
to all concerned. It is a long time
since he has been home, and it would
undoubtedly be nice if he could return
as the Prime Minister of one of His
Majesty’s Dominions.

On motion the report was adopted.
Mr. Currie gave notice of question.
Mr. Walsh gave notice of question.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on tomorrow ask leave
to introduce g bill entitled “An Act
respecting the Ministry of Shipping.

Hon, the Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on tomorrow ask leave
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to introduce a Bill entitled “An Act
to Amend the Act 8 Edward VII
(1908) Chapter five, entitled “An Act
with respect to Compensation to
Workmen for Injuries Suffered in the
Course of their Employment.”

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon., the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act respecting Military
Service” was read a second time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — 1In
rising to move the second reading of
this Bill in reference to Military Scr-
vce, I wish tosay that I have not any
intention of making a lengthy speech.
On the opening day of the session I
gave in a general way my views in
reference to the crisis in the military
situation (and those who read the
newspapers know that the gravest
crisis of the war is facing us). The
gentlemen who were present this af-
ternoon have also learned that the
situation in authoritative quarters is
regarded as extremely serious, and
there is no need for me to go into
great detail. 1 wish to make no more
than a plain statement that we are
facing a serious crisis and that we in
Newfoundland are called upon to do
our part in meeting that crisis and to
do our duty. It is very easy for any
of us to point the finger of blame at
others and say we think they have 1ot
done what they should have done. I
have had something to do with re-
cruiting committees. I undertook the
work of Secretary of a Recruiting Com
mittee and I can well appreciate from
the knowledge I acquired in that cap-
acity the splendid and noble respoase
made by, the Star of the Sea Society
of whic] my hon. friend across is
President. I can also recall an en-
deavour with which he was connect-
ed, tO form g recruiting campaign for
recfuiting in his district, when a mo-
tof boat was hired and expenseg se-

red and everything was ready, but
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my hon. friend failed at the last mo-
ment and never undertook the trip.
It was at the very last moment that
he came to that decision.
hon. friend failed Mr. Fitzpatrick was
asked to go.

MR. WALSH—I did not go because
I believed it was better to keep polit-
ics out of the matter; and because I
did not believe that a member of a
district wag the right one to go there
recruliting. Why did you not gu to
your districet?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I did go.
I spoke in Harbor Main District also.

MR. WALSH—Did you go to Trin-
ity District?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Yes. 1
have addressed meetings there.

MR, WALSH—I did not hear any-
thing about it.

HON. PRIME MINISTER. — But I
am not blaming the hon. member. The
explanation that he has given was sat-
isfactory in itself. The real explana-
tion however is this. Out of the gocd-
ness of his heart he thought it beiter
not togo recruiting himself and
stayed away. However, the blame he
has been trying to throw on members
of this side of the House against tne
party with which he was previously
associated and against the opposition
in the past is that if they had done
their duty there would be no need for
this measure.

MR. WALSH—I merely said that I
thought it a mistake for any member
to go to his own district.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will
leave it to the House whether or not
the hon. member was blaming us. 1
think he said that if every member of

the Government had done his duty

there would be no need for*this RBill.
And in reference to the matter of re-
turned soldiers I may say that I had
the opportunity of creating a job for
a constituent of my friend. But he has

. -
= i—léd

—

When my |
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forgotten that. He will find out that
we have tried to. do something. 1
would like to remind my hon. friend
that we are all of the same blood and
of the same spirit as far as matters ot
Empire are concerned, and that we
are as anxious todo our duty as he 1s.
I may congratulate my friend that he
represents a capital of a district that
has done extremely well as regards
recruiting. Indeed if all parts of the
island had done as well as Placentia
as regards recruiting there would be
no need for the measure under dis-
cussion today. It is unfortunate that
some places have not. Some settle-
ments like Chance Cove in Trinity
Bay where every young man almost
has been in the Navy since the be-
ginning of the war stand out, compare
strongly against those who are going
free and doing nothing. That is the
reason that we are bringing in this
Conscription Bill. Great honor is due
the returned soldiers in connection
with the splendid work that they have
done in aiding recruiting and it is a
noteworthy fact that they are the ones
who insist on this measure.

These are the very men who are
calling for it,and are doing good work

at the present time in Newfoundland
in creating public opinion which will
enable this Act to be carried into

practice. Sir, I am proposing the sec-[

ond reading of this measure because
first, right by principle; secondly,
called for and demanded by the re-
turned  soldiers themselves; and
thirdly and lastly, because it is abso-
lutely essential to keep up the Regi-
ment and to keep it in the field antil
the finish. I say, Sir, it is a gratify-
ing situation that the soldiers who
have returned have put their back to
the proposition; and are exerting
their fullest to make it possible to
carry out this bill. On an occasion,
Sir, a month or more ago, I was asked

what the Government intended to do
I declined to answer. I said I was
not prepared to state what the Gov-
ernment wasg prepared to do. At that
time I had Conscription Acts in my
possession that I was studying and
getting reid? for this Legislature. 1
was not prepared to make a pro-
nouncement because for one reason il
was Tecessary to have public opinion
stirred on the matter, and by the
greatest good fortune during the inter-
val we have had public opinion stirred
up by those who are best able to do it,
and those were the returned soldiers.

I said on that occasion I believe,
hat I wasted public opinion in
this matter. I was not prompted by
those who wanted to make political
pinpricks out of any statement 1
might make; who were anxious about
the future of themselves and theilr
party. I wag not then concerned, and
am not to-day concerned about my
political future. I have a hope for a
future in political life, but I am pre-
pared to let that future pass. It will
not weigh with me one bit. What I
wanted then was public opinion to
let the Act be carried out in the
spirit im which it was enacted; and
I believe to-day that public opinion
has been stirred up and is being
stirred up, and that the future is au-

spicious for the carrying out of this
measure.

Now, sir, on Tuesday last I gave a
brief resume of the features of this
act. 1 wish now to draw further at-
tention to the principal features of
this Act. I may say first of all that
the measure is largely drafted along
the Canadian enactment; not entire-
ly of course, but so along its prin-
cipal features.

I would draw atention first of all
to paragraph 2 on page 2. That sec-
tion deals with the scope of the Bill,
that is those subject to Conseription.
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The principa] feature is that it is not
the intention to conscript the whole
man-hood as has been suggested here
this afternoon. That has never been
considered by the Government. Im-
mediately the Home Government
called attention to the serious situa-
tion at present, the Government put
forward regulations under the War
Measures Act, forbidding unmarried
men of military age to leave the
country; and that was an indication
of the intention of the Government
and the scope of the measure. That
is borne out in the main by Section 2,
which says that: “Every unmarried
male British subject who comes with-
in one of the classes described in
section 3 of this Act, and who (A) is
ordinarily resident in Newfoundland,
or (b) has been at any time since
the fourth day of August, 1914 resi-
dent in Newfoundland, shall be
liable to be called out as hereinafter
provided on active service in the Reg-
iment, either in or beyond New-
foundland, unless he:—(a) comes
within the exemptions set out in the
schedule, or (b) reached the age of
forty before the class to which he
belongs, as described in section three
is called out. If one becomes forty
before his class is called out, he will
not have to respond.

Now, with reference to the exemp-
tions. You will notice that there are
exemptions to those men who are or-
dinarily resident or who have resided
in Newfoundland since August 4th,,
1914, These will be found on page
10. It is merely necessary to set
them out in order that the law on the
subject njay be fairly clear.

The first section dealg with men
who hold a certificate granted under

this Act; which means men who have
be before a tribunal and have re-
cefved a certificate of exemption

ich stands

good: for certificates

may be temporary or permanent as
the circumstances of the case may re-
quire. The second exemption is ob-
vious, and includes members of His
Majesty’'s Army. The third includes
members of the military forces rais-
ed by the Governments of any of His
Majesty’s other Dominions, or by the
Government of India. These three it
will be seen cover men who may
be described as men at present serv-
ing His Majesty’'s Government in
either the Army or the Navy.

Section 5 exempts those who have
served and are honorably discharged
therefrom, while Section 6 exempts
the clergy. With the exception of
these six classes men who hold ex-
emption certificates, all other unmar-
ried men of military age come under
this Act. Section 3 of page 2 shows
how the men who come under the Act
have been classified. The first class
includes those who have attained the
age of 19 years and were born not
earlier than 1894, The second class
includes those who were born in the
years 1889 to 1893 both inclusive. The
third class includeg those who were
born in the years 1884 to 1888, both
inclusive. Class four includeg those
who were born in the vears 1879 to
1883, both inclusive. The object is
this: that when the proclamation is-
sueg it will set forth which class ‘s to
respond; class one will be called first;
class two before class three: aad
class three before class four. If ne-
cessary the Governor in Council will
have power under the Act to subdi-

vide these classes, and call up the ear-
lier class first,

I would then call attention to pagze
9. I am taking merely the salient fea-
tures of this Act because these bring
out its general principles The exemp-
tion clauseg are exceedingly important
for these exemptions and the spirit in
which the exemptions are handled by
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the tribunal will largely govern the
success of this measure. With ycur
permission I will read Section 8:

At any time before g date to be fixed
in the proclamation mentioned in
section 4—Section 4 states .that the
Governor in Council may from time
to time by Proclamation call out on
active service either in Newfoundland
or beyond Newfoundland, any class
sub-class of men described in section
three, and all men within th class or
sub-class so called out shall from the
date of this proclamation, be deemed
to be soldiers enlisted in the mili-
tary forces of Newfoundland and
subject to military law for the dur-
ation of the war—or within further
time, if any, as may be permitted by
the tribunal, an application may be
made by or in respect of any man
in the class or sub-class called out
by such proclamation, to the Tri-
bunal for a certificate of exemption,
on any of the following grounds:

(a) That it is expedient in the na-
tional interest that the man should,
instead of being employed in military
service, be engaged otherwise.

(b) That he has one or two bro-

thers, and one of them is serving, or
has served in His Majesty’s Naval or
Military forces during the present
war,.
(c) That he has three or more
brothers, and two of them are serv-
ing or have served in His Majesty’s
Naval or Military forces during the
present war.

(d) That he has persons mainly
dependent upon him for support, such
as brothers, parents or sisters.

(e) Ill health or infirmity,

And if any of the grounds of such
application be established, a certifi-
cate of exemption shall be granted
to such man.

Section four provides that im-

- mediately the proclamation becomes

law all] men of that class from the
date set forth, become soldiers of the
King and subject to the Army Act and
the Kings Regulations although not
enrolled or under pay. And any man
who has good ground for being ex-
empted from military law must make
appeal to the tribunal to obtain certi-
ficate of exemption. That certificate
may be a certificate granted either
absolutely or it may be conditional
as to time or otherwise. For instance
suppose a man ig called up and it is
found that some public interest was
suffering; there would be sufficient
grounds for claiming exemption, for
a time or otherwise, as tbe tribunal
can determine. On the impartiality,
fairness and public spirit of that
Tribunal will depend the succegs of
the Act; and it is because of that
fact that we fee]l gratified that the
Judges of the Supreme Court, 1n
whom we have the fullest confidence,
have undertaken this onerous and dif-
ficult work.

The second class of exemptions ap-
plies to those who have one or two
brothers and one of them is serving
or has served in His Majesty’s naval
or military forces during the present
war. If there are three or more
brothers in a family, and two of
them are serving, or has served, than
the others can claim a certificate of
exemption.

The next class refers to unmarried
men who are, for all domestic pur-
poses, in the position of married
men; who have aged or sick par-
ents or younger brothers or sisters
to support; and these will be able
to claim exemption. But all those
claiming exemptiong will have to es-
tablish their claims to the satisfac-
tion of the tribunal before -certifi-
categ will be issued to them. Of course
in addition to this there will be cases
of men in ill-health and infirmity,



e

38 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS.

the blind and the maim, unfit for
military service. These men are, of
course, clearly unfit for service, and
provision will have to be made so
that they will not be unduly disturb-
ed in following their avocations in
life.

Coming now to the
don’t think it is necessary to say
more than this, that upon its im-
partiality depends the honest carry-
ing out of the measure. Because of
that fact, the Judges of the Supreme
Court were selected, and 1 feel as-

Tribunal, 1

sured, and everybody may feel as-
sured, that they will see that ex-
emptions are granted on falr

grounds, and only on proper grounds.

Now, sir, I have indicated roughly
the principa]l features of thig meas-
ure, and I ask that the Bill be read
a second time. The need for it
is unmistakable; the call has come
from those responsible for the mili-
tary situation on the other side., There
is no question, sir, that the military
situation is critical, and will remain
critical for an extended period; and
unless there is absolute assurance
that for a congiderable time reserves
and reinforcemnts will be coming in
in good measure, those responsible
for the conduct of the war may have
to be very sparing of men, and that
sparing may make all the difference
between winning and losing this ter-
rible war. Newfoundland has been
called upon to do its duty; and be-
cause I feel that the measure is ne-
cessary—absolutely necessary — and
that this Legislature will do its
duty; and because I feel that the
measure willibe received in the spir-
it in which ig enacted, that it will
be enfﬂrce({ impartially, and that the
people at large will recognize the
necessity of it, I, Mr. Speaker, move
that t bill be now read a second
time.

MR, CURRIE—Mr. Speaker, I fully
appreciate all that the Prime Minis-
ter has said with regard to putting
this Bill through this House  as
quickly as possible. Nevertheless, 1
would be very glad if he would hold
the second reading over until tomor-
row, so that I may have an opportun-
ity of examining the Bill carefully.
Then, if necessary, I would be pre-
pared to agree to a suspension of the
Ruleg of the House in relation to this
measure, so that its passage would
not be in any way delayed a moment
longer than is necessary. 1 may say
that I admit the principle of the Bill
I agree entirely with Conscription;
but I would like to have an opportun-
ity of reading through the Bill and
getting a thorough grasp of its con-
tents before making any remarks in
reference to it. I have only one or
two remarks to make today. In the
first place, I would be glad if the Min-
ister of Militia would let me have by
tomorrow g copy of the report of the
recruiting committee, which I under-
stand was submitted to the Depart-
ment last year. I should like to have
the privilege of reading that report
before the Bill comes up tomorrow.

With regard to the question of Con-
scription, I believe in the prihciple.

My hon. friend the Prime Minister, the
other day, was unkind enough to mis-
interpret my remarks in that connec-
tion, because under peculair circum-
stances I made my statement in a ne-
gative instead of in a positive manner.
I want to say that so far as I am per-
sonally concerned I am a firm believer
in Conscription, and always have been.
I believe it is the only fair and proper
way of dealing with a matter of this
kind. I must dissent, however, from
the Prime Minister's statement that
the Government have been consider-
ing for some time the question of Con-
scription, and that they were merely
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waiting for public opinion to be stirr-
ed up upon the matter. If that is cor-
rect, then most extraordinary meas-
ures have been adopted to stir up
public opinion, because it has only
been within very recent weeks that
certain associates of the Hon. Prime
Minister have been stirring the coun-
try quité’ the other way. The papers
supporting him have been accusing
the Opposition press of endeavoring
to forece the Government’s hand in
this matter and of trying to drive the
country into conscription so that the
fishermen would be taken out of their
boats and sent over to France. That
is the kind of stirring up that has
been going on up to g very recent date,
and in view of that it seems to be a
most extraordinary statement for my
hon. friend to make that he was mere-
ly waiting for public opinion to be
stirred up in order to come in and
introduce the bill that is presented to
the House this afternoon. Last year
we were promised such a bill.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—May 1
ask, by whom?

MR. CURRIE—We were practically
promised- it by the late Prime Minis-
ter, Sir Edward Morris. We had two
or three meetings with him before he
went to England, and he gave us to
understand that if the recruiting cam-
paign which was undertaken Ilast
year failed to bring in ithe necessary
number of soldiers, that the Govern-
ment would adopt some additional
measures; and my hon. friend, the
Minister of Militia, in a proclamation
that he issued to the people at about
the same time, made similar stale-
ments. Nobody was under any mis-
understanding as to what the words
meant. The whole country accepied
the position that if the number of sol-
diers necessary were not forthcomiiy
then Conscription would be adopted. I
know as a matter of fact that many of

the recruits that offered in response
to the appeal made las&year, came in
because they preferred to be volun-
teers to conscripts. I think that Iis
an acknowledged fact. Many of the
soldiers told me that they had coine
in because they did not want to be
conscripted. In fact, a great deal of
the success of last year’s campaign
was due to the threat of conscription
which was held over the country. The
Recruiting Committee, when canvass-
ing the country, used that threat ex-
tensively. We anticipated, had been
anticipating, a conscription measare
for some time. From the beginning
of the war up to the present time .l
have held only one opinion on the mat-
ter, and that is that this House should
use every bit of power that it has to
keep the Newifoundland Regiment
maintained to the fullest strength and
efficiency. As far as I am personally
concerned, I am in the same position
as my hon. friend, that whether this
measure has any political effect or not
I don’t care g snap of my' fingers. 1f
I have to lose my seat in this House .
because of my support of conscription
I am willing to lose it tomorrow. If
the boys who have gone to represent
this country can go over there and
give their lives for so sacred a cause,
we should be pretty small men if we
refused to sacrifice even our political
lives for that same cause; and I am
prepared to stand in this House and
support conscription whether it means
my-defeat at the ensuing election or
not. I am quite willing to face my
district on the question at any time—
next month or next fall, or next year
—and abide the consequences, and if I
am defeated because of my support of
conscription, then I will be glad to be
defeated.

I am very glad to note that under
this Bill no men under 19 will be
called up. I think that is a mova in
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the right direction. During the past
year we have been getting a lot of
boys and sending them across, and it
would have been much beter if we had
left them were they were. They ale
unfitted for the work, for the strain,
and it is impossible to make good sol-
dierg out of them. 1 think it was
Field Marshal Haig who said that the
best men in his army were those of
about 25 years of age. Most of tLhe
lads that we have sent across bhave
been under 20. A great many have
left school to join the Regiment, and
it would have been better for them-
selves and for the Empire if they had
been left where they were instead of
being sent over to make what I con-
sider to be a useless and unnecessary
sacrifice. If the time should ever
come when we should have to call up
boys of that age, then by all means
call them up, but in the meantime get
the men who are able to stand the
strain and send them over. We have
not been getting them, and it seems
to me that the correct way of getting
them is by enforcing an act of this
sort. If the Prime Minister would be
good enough to let the matter standad
over until tomorrow, I would be very
much obliged. Of course, as I have
said, I entirely agree with the princi-
ple, but I would like to have an op-
portunity of examining the provisions
of the Bill carefully.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — 1
would ask my hon. friend not to press
the point. After all, this Bill is mere-
ly affirming the principle of compul-
sory service, with which my friend
agrees.

MR. CURRIE—I will not press it,
Mr. Speaker.

HON. MINISTER OF MILITIA (Mr
Bennett)-Mr. Speaker: I would like
to avail of this opportunity of ex-
pressinpg my congratulations to you,
sir, on your attaining to the high-

est position which this Legislature
can confer on one of its members.
Your elevation to the Chair of this
House has been referred to by every
member who has spoken since the
opening day, and I can only express
to you the full confidence that I
know every member of this House
has in you as its Speaker. Your
well-known spirit of fair play and
power of judgment recommend you
particularly for the position which
you now hold, and I am convinced
that the choice of you as Speaker of
this House will be endorsed by the
whole country.

The Prime Minister on the open-
ing day intimated that this was to
be a war session and a Dbusiness
session. I_think that is the crux of
the situation. I don’t think the mem-
bers of this House or the people of
this country want to have any trif-
ling with important mattergs at this
juncture; and I feel sure that the
Housewill see to it that every matter
that comes before it during this ses-
sion will be considered in a prompt
and business like manner, and in a
manner that will help to win the
war.

We have before us this afternoon
the most important Bil] that will be
brought forward this session. As a
matter of faet I think it is one of
the most important measures that
were evr brought before this country:
and whilst we are anxious to facili-
tate its passage, I think that it
should call for an expression of
opinion from every member of the
Houge., This Bill involves a very
broad principle, and one that was
never put to the test in this coun-
try before; and I think that no mem-
ber should cast his vote without
giving the matter every possible con-
sideration and satisfying himself that
his conscience warrantgs him in sup-
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Personally, I have been
an advoecate of conscription ever
since the war started. I Tealized
from the very beginning that it was
the only right and proper way to car-
ry on the war. I was of the opinion
that those who could be best spared
were those who should first go to
fight. In common Wwith Great Brit-
ain and the rest of the British Em-
pire, we did not in our wisdom have
such a law upon our Statute books.
We depended upon the patriotism
and loyalty of our people to answer
the call to arms and see us through
the struggle; and, Sir, 1 think that
under the circumstances we in New-
foundland have done fairly well.
When one considers that this country
never had any military, or, with the
exception of the Royal Naval Re-
serve, naval organization; that we
were never identified with any fight-
ing movement, or had been called up-
on to do anything towards helping to
uphold the bulwarks of the Empire;
I don’t think we need be ashamed of
what we have done. When the sud-
den call to arms came, he people of
Newfoundland, in common with every
other part of the Empire, responded
to the extent which they thought the
occasion required. When we first
started out, we thought that 500 men
would be adequate to meet our share
of the requirements. Some thought
that the war would be over in three
months or less, and that then our
500 would be returning again, after
the conclusion of a victorious peace.
But the history of the war has re-
. vealed to us the fact that we were not
alive to the situation. We did not
appreciate the magnitude of the
struggle which we had undertaken.
As time went on we raised the num-

ber of our regiment from 500 to
1 0C0. The volunteers poured in in
magnificent numbers in the

porting it.

sarle

‘appointed Minister of

dayeg of the war, and at interva's
gince; so that up to the present, iIn
spite of very serious losses, we havo
becn enabled to keep the regiment 2
the field up to fairly good fighting
strength. The credit for this work
may be given, to a large extent, tc
a number of gentlemen in St. John's,
and all over the country, who formed
what is known as the Patriotic Asso-
ciation.

They were the Administrative body,
and on them devolved the work ol
enlisting and transporting our men to
the scene of the conflict. As time
went on the necessity for men became
greater, and greater efforts had to be
made to fill up the gaps that had be-
gun to occur. Up to the early part of
last year an adequate number of re-
cruits was forthcoming for all the
requirements of the Regiment, but
about twelve months ago a marked
falling off occurred, and it was seen
that unless the war was speedily
over, g sufficient number of recruits
would not be available to keep the Re-
giment up to fighting strength. Then,
at the last session of the Legislature
the Government established g Depart-
ment with the responsibility of tak-
ing over the administration of our
military affairs. I had the honor to be
that Depart-
ment, and when I took the matter up,
started to organize the Department,
and had had an opportunity of going
fully into the matters appertaining to .
the Regiment, I readily saw that soms=
special effort would have to be made
to procure sufficient recruits.

I would like to say, in passing, tnat
I think that what has been done by
the Committees of the Patriotic As-
sociation, and particularly by the Re-
cruiting Committee, deserves the
highest commendation and praise
this Legislature. They ungrudingly
gave their time to the work, and hkeld
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and spoke at meetings all over the
Island, and up to a certain time they
were at least partially successful;
but, with all their efforts and elo-
quence, they at length got to the point
where they could no longer get that
response which wag necessary. After
the formation of the Militia Depart-
ment, I decided to inaugurate another
effort, under the auspices of the De-
partment, and to get the assistance of
returned soldiers in the work. We
started out early in October of last
year with the idea of securing 500
men between the first of October and
the end of the year. We considered

that that number was necessary, and_

that anything below that would not
be adequate to meet the requirements,
and with the consent and approval of
the Governor in Council I issued an
appeal, as Minister of the Department,
to the whole country, calling upon the
yvoung men to enlist. As my hon,.
friend, Mr. Currie, said this afternoon
in dealing with this matter, I gaid in
that appeal that if we did not secure
500 men by the end of the year, we
would be at the parting of the ways,
and the Government might be reluct-
antly compelled to take measures (o
get men by other means. Now, Sir, [
submit that the occasion required
such a statement. At the end of the
year we had not achieved the number
which we set out to get, although
every possible means was used. Re-
turned soldiers were gent through the
country, meetings were held, newspa-
per appeals, posters and advertise-
ments were put up, and everything
wag done that could be done to
awaken the young men of the coun-
try to a realizatiqn of their duties,
but the effort wasc' not an entire suc-
cess. At the sgme time  the effort

could not be cuysidered a failure. We
did get 350 men for the Regiment and

100 for the Horestry, and between the'

end of December and before the end
of January we got another hundred.
But, Sir, we have now arrived at the
point where it ig absolutely impossi-
ble to know what the reguirements of
the Regiment will be. It all depends
on what thecasualties happen to be,
and therefore it is our duty to prepare
for all eventualities. It is not a ques-

tion of wanting 300 men. Why, 300
men are required for immediate
needs. I know that the request from

the other gside has been for 300 men,
but that is the number required im-
mediately. That is the number re-
quired to fill the gaps at present, but
what about the gaps that are going
to occur in the future?

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have watched
this matter of recruiting very closely

since I have been immediately iden-
tified with it, and I am in a position
to know the requirements; and I say
that nothing less than a thousand men
1Is required to keep the regiment up
to full strength. Barracks will be
opened in the rinks next week, and
there will be accommodation there
for 800 men, perhaps a thousand. We
won’t have that many men in bar-
racks at one time, .as we will send

across drafts as soon as they are
ready. We are arranging now for
the transportation of three or four

hundred, and we want three or four
hundred more without delay, and this
country must be prepared to have
those men come forward,. We want
men, not alone to go over and fill the
gaps, but to take the places of the
boys who have been there since the
beginning of the war. There is a
young man in this afternoon’s casual-
ty list, one of the first five hundred,
Hon. Tasker Cook’s son, who has been
wounded two or three times. Now,
if those men have to be in action all
the time, it is merely a question of
time when they will all be wiped out.
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They get wounded, go to hospital,
come out and go into action again,
get wounded and go to hospital
figain, and so on. If this continues
it is only a question of time when
every one of them will be gome. It
is not fair and not creditable to this
country that a man should have to
fight and fight and fight and die at
last, while others are staying home
and not doing their share. That is
the position we are up against, and
this bill is the best bill ever brought
into this Assembly, so far as fair play
is concerned. The Newfoundland
Regiment has made Newfoundland,
and put her in a position which she
never occupied before, and which the
most sanguine of her sons never
thought that she would occupy, This
country has to be awakened still fur-
ther. Dr Lloyd has said that the
Government wanted to have public
gentiment awakened on this very im-
portant question. There were diffi-
culties in the way. It was not poli-
tics. Some people thought that the
urgency of the case was not sufficient
ly great to take such a step, but it
should be emphasized beyond meas-
ure, and no man will take issue on
this question, that the need is very
great. I had an opportunity last year,
when I was in Canada, of listening
to an address in the Board of Trade
in Toronto. A military man there was
explaining the military service act of
Canada, and I was just as wise after
he had finished as when he started,
and I don’t think he wags much wiser
himself. I.never saw or heard of
such an impossible measure as the
military service act of Canada. There
was hardly a man in Canada  but
could claim exemption under some
clause or other, and what was the re-

sult. The act absolutely broke down,
and the other day they had to pass a
minute of council -for submission to

the Legislature for endorsation to
make the act workable, They set
to get 100,000 men and they could not
get 30,000, Practically everybody
claimed exemption and got it.

I must congratulate the Prime Min-
ister on this bill, because I think he
has a workable measure. Any child
can understand it, and any man can
understand his duties and what he has
to do. This measure will not impose
any hardship on the country. It will
not take the widow’s only son, nor
go into the fishing boat and take
the assistant of the aged father, or
the sole support of the aged or help-
less, but it takes those first who can
best be spared, and that is what we
are going to carry out. There is no
desire or intention to impose any
hardship or any burden on any fam-
ily in this ‘country that they cannot
bear, and although provision is made
for dependents, it is not the inten-
tion of the Act to take those who are
the support of a family, but to take
yvoung men between the ages of 19
and 40 who are in the prime of life
to go in their strength and protect
those who are weak. If any country
can find fault with that idea surely
that country has ng high ideals. 1
should be very much surprised if any
district in the island should have the
least hesitation in saying that this
measure is just and right. We don’t
want to do anything unjust or unfair,
or impose any hardship on those who
are ugable to help themselves, but
we must insist that those whose
duty it is to go should go and take
their part without any further hesi-
tation. Another matter that I must
mention is the matter of tribunals. 1
talked over this matter with the Prime
Minister on several occasions, and we

agreed that it wag a very serious mat-

ter. In Canada tribunals were es-

tablished all over the Dominion, and
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there was a tribunal in every town.
In a country like Canada it would be
very much easier, but Mr. Speaker
you can imagine the difficulty there
would be in establishing tribunals in
the remote part of Newfoundland to
decide military qualifications and ex-
emptions. The thing looked almost
impossible, but I am proud to say
that the difficulty was gotten over,
and I must congratulate the Prime
Minister on the achievement. The
decision of the judges of the Supreme
Court would be beyond question, and
any decision they give will be satis-
factory to all concerned.

I would like to say, Mr. Speaker,
before concluding, that I wish to cx-
press my highest admiration of the

work of the returned soldiers. We
have talked of public opinion being
aroused, and they have accomplished
it in 3 manner and degree that no de-
partment or Government could have
done. They went about it in the right
away, and they have aroused the peo-
ple from a state of indifference to en-
thusiastic loyalty. They went c¢ver
grounds that we had gone over with
no result, and been successful. They
went to places where many honorab'e
members of this House have gone in
vain, and got recruits. Well, Sir, it
shows the spirit of the times. If the
people were not ready to be awak-
ened they would not respond so
promptly, and indications every day
show that the movement is further
flung than ever before. Every district
18 sending in recruits. This is a fav-
orable sign, and I have no doubt that

within the next week or ten days we

wll have such g return as will satisfy
all concerned. I am glad to see that
the returngd soldiers haveformed an
assuciatin}l of a permanent character
which will enable any member who
has a grievance about his pension or
his trgatment in any way to have it

attended to. The association will
take these matters up with the Gov-
ernment or the department concerned.
This will be a great help, and will
have the effect of centralizing all
these matters.

The Prime Minister has said that
every men who is fit, between {(ne
ages of 19 and 40, automatically be- -
comes a soldier on the passing of
this Act. That igs a piece of informa-
tion that I think should be promul-
gated through the country, so that
those who are elegible will understand
that they are not to await until they
are brought in, but they have to obey
military laws and either report for
duty or make claim for exemption.
Every man must come in here and
report for duty, and his fate will be
decided by the tribunal, as to whether
he is to serve or not. I think the sys-
tem is simple, workable and effective,
and I anticipate that before another
two months we will have a thousand
men or more here in St. John’s ready
to embark for foreign service.

There are a great many features in
this bill, Mr. Speaker, that might be
emphasized, but 1 don’t intend to de-
lay the House now. As the Prime
Minister has said, this is a war ses-
sion, and we don’'t want any delay.
However, there are one or two things
that might be pointed out and emphas-
1zed. For instance, g young man who

- has a brother serving in the forces is

not compelled to go. If there are twu
brothers and one is serving, neither
is compelled to go. Of course, there
is always the opportunity to enlist
voluntarily,if he should want to do so,
but there is nothing to compel him,
The same thing applies to a young
man who may be within the age limit,
but who has an aged mother, sisters,
or young children depending on him.
He would be in the same category as
a married man, and would be entitled
to exemption.



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 45

Mr. Speaker, I beg to support the
second reading of this bill, and I do
so with the conviction that I am
merely doing the duty that the people
who sent me here want me to do. 1
believe my district wishes to support
conscription, partcularly a measure
which is absolutely fair, impartial and
just. I don’t fear going down in de-
feat on account of this Bill, but on
the contrary I have a high enough
opinion of the loyvalty and true Brit-
- ish spirit of the people of my district
to think that they want to see thig bill
put through. 1 therefore desire to
record my full support of the measure

The Bill was read a second time
- and ordered to be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole House on tomor-
row.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Further Extend the
Term of the present Legislature” was
read a second time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Mr.
Speaker, the policy of the Government
on this matter is to ensure the car-
rying out of the Military Service Act.
The Government hag taken the r1e-
sponsibility of urging the passing of
that Act, and we now ask the Legis-
lature to ensure to us an opportunity
of enforcing it. We are pledged to
the passing of the Conseription Billi,
and we are also pledged to its en-
forcement. The policy of the Govern-
ment is to carry it out with ag little
hardship as possible to the country,
and at the same time consistent with
the raising of the required number of
men to keep our Regiment in (he
fieldt We wish to do this with as
little inconvenience to the fishery as
possible. I hope, Sir, we shall suec-
¢eed in obtaining a large number of
men voluntarily before the date on
which men of the first class will re-
Spond as conscripts. 1 think the re-

sponse will be large and voluntary.
It is our intention to issue a Procla-
mation as soon as possible after the
Military Service Bill becomes law, and
under that Proclamation will call up
men of the first class! and, {further.
when the fishery closes, to issue a call
for men of the second class. This
would not be an opportune time ior
a general election, as I think will be
apparent to everybody. Moreover,
our experience of last year showed us
that the time of the Government and
the Ministers of the wvarious depart-
mental offices relating to shipping,
the obtaining of food supplies, the cx-
port of fish, and other public activit-
ies, was fully occupied, and they had
all they could do to cope with the
many and varying demands upon their
time. Members of the Government
should be present in St. John’s, and
there will, be no opportunity for
spending weeks at a time in the sev-
eral electoral districts, when all ener-
gies should be bent on the problems
daily arising in connection with pub-
lic matters. It may be retorted that
last year we strenuously opposed ihe
extension of Parliament and askea
for an election in the fall of that year.
That is proof, Sir, that during last
summer we had enough experienc>
to show that an election in these crit-
ical tmeg would be most inopportune
and would distract attention from the
great matter in hand. In spite of all
that has been said to the contrary, the
Government has been fully occupied in
alding the trade of the country. We
gave all the assistance we could ren-
der, and aided the trade extensively
In various ways. There may be an op-
portunity of discussing this matter
later. I am glad to find out the atti-

tude of my hon. friend the Membear
for Burin on Conscription. I heartily
congratulate him on it. If I misin-

terpreted that gentleman’s actions or
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intentions I am very sorry, but we
must recollect that, after all, my hon.
friend on the opening day of the pre-
sent session gave but a cold support
to the Conscription Bill and the pol-
icy of the Government, and the spirit
he manifested then was totally difier-
ent from that which he shows this
afternoon., He gave no idea that he
would really support the Bill. All he
gaid was that he would not oppose it,
unless there were some features Lo
which he objected. Surely here is a
case where those who are not with us
are against us. I would like to point
outy too, that in the opposition to the
present Government there are socme
members who do oppose Conscription,
and strongly object net alone to its
enactment but also to its enforce-
ment. I repeat, Sir, that we ask for
the prolongation of the life of Parlia-
ment for another year in order that
we may have ample time and oppor-
tunity to enforce the Military Service
Act, in order that we may be assured
that the object of this legislation
will be carried out, and that New-
foundland may be able to gay she has
done her part fully in the present
struggle. I move, therefore, that this
Bill be read a second time.

MR. CURRIE—Mr. Speaker, I have
listened to the most extraordinary
address that I have ever heard. It
is not my intention to speak a length
on this bill this afternoon, but I not-
ice that it is, so far as 1 can see,
practically a copy of the act of last
year.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
You ill observe, first of all, that
there r;rg three sections. The first
section is almost identical with the
firgt gsection in last year’s Act, the
only difference being that it is 1919
nstead of 1918. The second clause
is changed considerably. Thig clause
in last year’s bill was very broad
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and went further than I think I for
one, intended. The act of last year
provided that any member of the
House taking office before the end of
December, 1918, would, notwithstand-
ing taking the office, still retain his
seat in the House. Now, thig bill
does not provide that. It merely pro '3
vides that what we call the political
heads of departments, like the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Mines or the
Colonial Secretary, do not need to go *
to the country for the acceptance of
the office. That is the main differ-
ence between the wording and effect
of section of this bill and section 2

of the act of last year. The third
section is the name of the bill

MR. CURRIE—I am very glad *
to note this change in the
Bill because, I speak for imy-

self, it comes as a very great sur-
prise to me to learn that after the
House closed an Act such as that as
that was found on the statute-book of
last year. I admit my carelessness.
I was under the impression that that
Act had been framed ag it had been |
intimated to us that,would be framed. '
I can assure the House that I never
would have voted for a Bill as broad
as this one of last year was. As a
matter of fact I left town and was
not present when thig Bill passed
through most of its stages.

I think that we have listened to
the most extraordinary speech this
afternoon that has ever been made
on the floor of this Assembly. The
one excuse given for this measure is
that the Government is desirous of
seeing the Military Service Bill car-
ried out. I think this is a most ex-
traordinary excuse. Hereafter any
Government may say “We are very
desirous of putting through this “Dog
Act” and propose to remain in power
in order to see it effectually carried
out.” My hon. friend implies that if
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an election was held and there was
a change of Government that the
incoming Government would not put
this measure into effect.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I know
the men associated with the move-
ment.

MR, CURRIE—I do not. As far as
I am concerned and any people with
whom I would be associated, no Gov-
ernment would receive my support
that would not put into effect a
statute upon the book, as this one
presumably will be. The hon. the
Prime Minister assumes that no
Government would put this Bill into
effect. And further my hon. friend
admits that he is not going to put
it into force until he has cause.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I said
no such thing. I can excuse
the hon member who admits that he
has not had time to prepare his re-
marks and is not ready. If he will
but read the Act he will find that
it is not possible for us to do any-
thing of the kind.

MR. CURRIE—I certainly under-
stood my hon friend to say that they
wer not going to put this Act into
effect until this fall.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—What 1
said was this. That we  should
call out a class immediately,
but that the response to that calling
out would be very largely voluntary,
because most of the men coming
would appear before they were com-
pulsorily called up as soldiers of the
King, and there would consequently
be no need for resorting to compul-
gsion at first. But in the Fall it
would be different.

MR. CURRIE—The Prime Minister
says that he is going to call up what
would come voluntarily. What does
he mean? Does he refer to that class
of men that will make no claim for
exemption? Does he mean that he
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will not put the Act into force?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—If the
hon. member is blind, I cannot
make him see. A fortnight or so
ago, a notice was inserted in the pap-
ers to the effect that no unmarried
man was to leave the country, which
notice was an intimation that we were
considering a measure of this kind.
Since that time, the returned sol-
diers and the rejected men by their
attitude and energy have succeeded
in bringing three hundred men into
the Regiment.

MRB. CURRIE—Does the hon. the
Prime Minister think that once_ this
Bill comes into force that there will
be any volunteering. I think that
once the Act is on the statue book,
men will wait until they are calied
up. After the next fornight the ma-
jority, say 90 percent, will be engaged
in the fisheries or else gone away,
anyway they will not be obtainable.
So it will be impossible to put the
Act into forcesas regards these un-
til the autumn. That will mean dis-
crimination between the different
classes of men in the community.
The Bill is discriminatory in itself
and only calls up men of a certain
age. -y

Now last year the hon. the Prime
Minister said that he wag vigorously
opposed to extending the life of Par-
liament. But the sweets of office were
to him then unkﬁnwn, and rather
than forgo them my friend decided
that he would not go out until] he
was forced to. It is a sort of political
expediecy. The hon. the Colonial
Secretary used to dilate upon what
he was pleased to term political ex-
pediency and we are very tempted in
the light of late events to wonder

whether even he hag not been in-
duced to sacrifice political prin-
ciples to political expediency. If 1

know anything of the workings of
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the Government (and 1 flatter my-
self that T know a little) I think I
may say that he has in fact done so.
It is impossible to run a Govern-
ment without sinking one’s person-
al opinions somewhat

Now, there is no need for extending
the life of this present Parliament.
Certainly the present Government
thought so a few weeks back, when
they were preparing for another elec-
tion. It is a notorious fact that when
this new Government was brought in-
to power in January of last year they
intended to make an appeal to the
country, whether the conditions were
gserious or not. Only g few days ago,
the member for Port de Grave told
his constituents that he was absolute-
ly sure that the Government was go-
ing to have an election. He said that
he spoke on the authority of his lead-
er. They were preparing the way for
an election up to within a few weeks
ago. ;

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I might
point out that the present crisis in the
war was not on them.

MR. CURRIE—This crisis 1s not
likely to be on in October. Certainly
we are justfied in expecting a change
in the situation by that time if we can
judge by the newspapers and reports
of Parliamentary speeches. Certainly
if we do have an election, it ecannot
possibly affect the conduct of the war,
if one may judge by the events in
Canada and Australia.

What affect would a general elec-
tion here in Newfoundland have on
the war in France?

HON. MR. COAKER—Why didn’t
you s that last year?

I!I;L CURRIE—I never consented to
such g proceeding, and if my own
wighes had their way such a bill would

t have been passed. I was always

gainst it and the coalition wuntil
urged into it by the other side. I was
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always ready, and I am always ready
to go to the country and was accord-
ingly in favor of a General Election
last year. .I admit I favored an ex-
ension on an agreement that we were
to have election this year. Everybody
hen hoped that the war would be over
)efore the year passed, and yet it was
inder such an agreement that T
agreed to prolong the life of this Leg-
slature last year. |

HON, PRIME MINISTER — What
agreement? '

MR. CURRIE—The agreement made
between the parties. That was a part
of the agreement and one of its
ferms.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — There
was no such terms in the agreement,

MR. CURRIE—Then Sir Edward
Morris did not tell us the truth. I only
know the conditions as they were
handed out to me. I was saying, Sir,
that we have a notable illustration in v
Canada. In Canada they had their
general election waile the Military
Service Act was in action, and there
was no trouble; and in spite of that
fact Canada has gone through an
election and the Government has come
back stronger; and if my friends can
go to the country and come back as a
strong Government, I will be glad lo
see them there, because the Govern-
ment for the next four years will have
serious difficulties to face, such diffi-
culties as can best be faced by a
Government strong in itself with the
people of the country behind it. I
say now, as 1 did when I wag begin-
ning, that any extended remarks I
may care to make will be made later
on when this bill gets to committeo.
In the meantime I dissent to the sec-
ond reading because I hold it igs not
a necessary measure, and I think that
its adoption is the adoption of a prin-
ciple that is wrong. We have no un-
derstanding of any sort or kind that
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even if the war is over next year the
Government will not make the excuse
that the serious conditions arising
from the war have made it necessary
for a further extension of Parliamcnt.
It is the establishment of a most per-
nicious principle which should never
have been established to permit a
Government to extend its own life in-
discriminately, and I maintain that it
is a volation of the Constitution and
s0 I do not agree with the second
reading of the bill.

HON. MR. COAKER—I wish to
make a few remarks, Mr. Speaker, in
reply to the henorable member f[or
Burin. I would like to know whether
he really is leader of the Opposition.
If T knew that, I would know just how
to treat him and handlehim with re-
gard to statements coming from that
side of the House this afternoon.
Whether he is sitting with somebody
else or by himself I have not yet dis-
covered. Perhaps a little later on he
may see fit to tell us, At the present
time it does not seem clear whether
or not he is associated with anybody.
Those who followed Mr. Walsh will
remember his attitude on Conscrip-
tion. The honorable gentleman will

remember that Mr. Walsh spoke
against it.

MR. CURRIE—Mr. Walsh made no
such statement.

HON. MR. COAXER—Mr. Walsh as
much as said it. The records of what
he said will show that plainly enough
Not only did he say it, but didn’t Mr.
Gibbs in the Upper House also oppose
Conscription? What will your friend
Mr. Squires say?

MR. CURRIE—I didn't hear Mr.

Gibbs’ address, and Mr. Squires has
not yvet spoken.

HON. MR, COAKER—No, but vou
read the report of what Mr. Gibbs

sald. The member wants to know
why we are not going to have an elec-

tion, and asks if it is true that we
were going to have an election up to a
week ago.

MR. CURRIE—I know it to be true.

HON. MR. COAKER—Allow me to
inform you the people that wanted an
election last vear were the members
of the F. P. U. The members of the
F. P. U. wanted.an election after Dr.
Lloyd became Premier, and the men
who, up to a few weeks ago wanted
an election were the same members
of the F. P. U. The reason we are
not going to have an election there-
fore, which all the members of the
F. P. U. wanted up to a few weeks
ago, is that since that time a great
offensive has taken place in France.
The crisig of the war has come. 'The
struggle for the life of the Empire is
upon us. Men are wanted for the
front to stand by the lads of WNew-
foundland now doing their bit, and we
have resolved that no dishonour will
come to Newfoundland by disbanding
the Regiment through any want of
courage on our parts. We stand or
fall to protect the honour of our coun-
try and in doing our part to defend
the Empire and our Liberty and Free-
dom.

The member thinks the war will be
over by October. Well, the offensive
may be over, but we have nothing to
indicate thatit will, we have much te
show that the war will not be over by
October. Ag I have said this ig the
crisis of the war. This is a year when
Newfoundland will have to make sae-
rifices. Conditions are far worse than
they were last year, or any yvear since
1914. There will be less men to go to
the fishery. Less fish caught, and we
are going to find it hard to get sup-
plies and tonnage. Who is going to
g0 intp the fisheries extensively with-
out knowing whether or not he will
be able tomarket hig fish. Who knows
whether there will be a sufficient salt
supply?
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Does not the honorable member not
see the clouds hanging over us today,
blacker than ever before owing to
war conditions, and those clouds will
hang over us for the rest of the year.
Do we want a General Election under
such circumstances. Do the pecple
want elections during such conditions
as will have to be raced the coming
fall? We are passing g Conscription
measure which will call out our young
men for war service. This act will
be taking full effect in October. Do
yvou want usg to go to the people then
asking for their votes on the one hand
and taking their sons with the other.
The effect of such would be obvious
What we want today is all to pull to-
gether, if such was necessary in July
it is much more necessary now. Dur-
ing the past while this Government
has been in charge, it has done its
best in everything that camebefore it.
We comehere with a perfectly clean
record. Everything that has been
donehas been done in the interest and
benefit of the whole country. If the
honourable member or anyone else
prove one single instance of wrong-
doing on our part snice we had con-
trol of the Government I will person-
ally resign my seat. I do not want to

stay here unless everything is aone
straight.

MR. CURRIE—We have heard that
before. :

HON. MR. COAKER—I have said

that before, and I say it again now.
I challenge vou to prove one single
iota of any wrong doing either direct-
ly or indirectly. 1Is that challenge
not strong enough for you? If you
want elections, resign your seat for
Burin and I will take it upon me to
see that the District is opened at
once and that you are beaten.

MR. CURRIE—Why not open some
of the other Districts?

HON. MR. (OAKER—Other districts
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will not be forgotten. You ought %
take Burin Distriet by storm. Electet
four years ago with a majority of
some four hundred votes you shoule
not fear an election there now if th
electors prefer you to us. If you re
sign your seat and go to Burin todaj
I will see that a candidate from the
National Government faces you at an
election. I am prepared personally
to oppose you in Burin District and
would be willing to resign my seat to
undertake it and give you the licking
of your life. Later in the session |
will refer to some insinuations which
you cast this way on opening day,
which cannot be discussed on the

second reading of the Bill now before
the House.

The Bill wag then read a second
time.
The Bill was read a second time and
ordered to be referred to a committee
of the whole House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries the Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend the Act 6, George V. (1915)
Chapter 17 entitled “An Act respec't-,
ing the Establishment of a Perman-

ent Disasters Fund” was read a sec-
ond time. |

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Mr. Speaker, in rising
to move the second reading of t‘_*
Bill I wish merely to point out that
the object of the Bill ig to include
others than fishermen into the ben-
efits of the Marine Disasters F'lm.'
Under the present Act that is not the
case to-day. For instance if two
brothers were lost on some steam-
ship or vessel, one being a carpente:
and the other a fisherman, and the
carpenter leaving a widow and des
pendents in much worse circums=
stances than those of his fisherman
brother, under the Act as it is, no
benefits are allowed to the depend-
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ents of the Carpenter. The object
of the Act therefore is to amend this
Act 80 as to allow it to include others
than fishermen in its provisions. 1
ask, Mr. Speaker, that the Bill be
now read a second time.

The Bill was read a second time
and ordered to be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole House on to-
morrow.

Pursuant to Order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “A Act to Amend the Educa-
tion Aect 1916” was read a second
time.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Mr. Speaker, there is not very much
to this measure. It is purely an ad-
dition to the schedule of the Educa-
tion Act. It was found that through
SOme oversight in the drafting of the
act of 1916 Consolidating the Educa-
tion Acts, an Act of 1914 re the re-
tiring of teachers was not repealed
although the subject matter of the
amending Act in question had been
consolidated into the Act. It was evi-
dently an oversight.

MR, CURRIE—Mr. Speaker: There
is just one matter in connection with
this Education Bill. Two years ago,
when the Education Act was before
this House for consolidation, the
question was raised concerning the
age at which pupils should take the
Primary Examination, and I think
the promise was made at that time
that the matter would be taken up
when the Act was next being amend-
eq. I remember we had a joint
meeting with the members of the Up-
per House, at which it was agreed
that it was time to deal with the mat-
ter. I know of my own knowledge of
children who have suffered by taking
it too early, and I think the time has
Come when we ought take this ques-
tion up and deal with it. I think the
age at which children are expected to

take the primary examination is alto-
gether too voung. I know of one child
so affected by the nervous strain that
she is a physical wreck, and it is
doubtful if she will ever recover. 1

‘think the Prime Minister should look

into the matter.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I re-
member something about it. I know
there was a meeting of both Houses,
and this question was brought up,
by the present Postmaster General, if
I remember rightly. When the Bill
goes to Committee we can draft an
amendment to meet my  friend’s
views. :

On motion the Bill was read a sec-
ond time and ordered to be submitted
to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend the Inflam-
mable Substances Act, 1916,” wasa
read a second time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—The ob
ject of this amendment is very sim-
ple. It deals with the specific gravity
of oils of an inflammable nature, and
the intention is to prohibit the impor-
tation of oils over 8 17-100. When the
Bill was being drafted I got into com-
munication with the Government An-
alyst on the matter, and he assured
me that the amendment does not add
to the risk of explosion. The object
of the measure is to bring the section
in accordance with the provisions of
what I understand is the Canadian
and American law upon the matter.

The Bill was ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House
on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Apply to this Do-
minion the Provisions of the Imperial
Act, the Maritime Conventions Act,
1911,” was read g second time.
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HON. PRIME MINISTER—This, Mr.
Speaker, is an Imperial Act which Is
at present law in the United King-
dom, Canada and some of the other
Dominions, and is being introduced at
the request of the Colonial Office. The
main object of the measure will be
found in Clause 1, sub-section 1. That
s a principle which has been agreed
upon bhetween the chief maritime na-
tions, and this Bill is merely to give
effect to it in Newfoundland, as the
British Government desires that the
provisions of the Convention should
apply to the whole of the Empire. It is
a question of ascertaining damage to
vessels which have been in collision.
I move the second reading of the Bill.

The Bill was ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the whole House
on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend Chapter One
Hundred and Nine of the Consolidated
Statutes of Newfoundland, Second Ser-

ies, entitled “Of Patents,” was read a
second time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—This is
merely to rectify an omission in the
old Act. It is provided in the Act as
it now stands that an applicant for a
patent shall make an affidavit that his

patent is not in use in any other
country; but the Act contains certain
exceptions in reference to that; be-
cause, as may be easily understood,
applicants for patents do not as g rule
come to Newfoundland first. This
amendment does not in any way
chainge the law, but merely makeg it
read more clearly. That is, the ap-
plicant states that his patent is not 1u
ase In Newfoundland or in any other
country, except as provided in section
10. I move the second reading.

The Bill was ordered to be referred

to a Committee of the whole HGHEE )
tomorrow. |

Pursuant to order and on muti_
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bil
entitled “An Act Further to Ameng
Chapter 141 of the Consolidated S
utes of Newfoundland, Second Series
entitled “Of the Keeping of Dogs” w
read a second time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—This is
also merely to correct an omission in
the present Act. Under this Act as it
reads at present, a proclamation goes
forth, upon petition, prohibiting tne
keeping of dogs within a certain areaj
and that the proclamation shall
continued in force until, the Act says,
“A petition is presented in the man-
ner hereinafter provided.” These are
thelast words of the last section of
the Act. There is no section herein-
after. This amendment is merely to
remedy that defect. I move the sec-
ond reading.

—
vt
[
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On motion the Bill was ordered
be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow. |

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message frnni'
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill entitled “An Act re-
specting Certain Changes in the Hours
of the Day and Night” in which they
requested the concurrence of the
House of Assembly. |

On motion of the Acting Minister of Il
Militia the Bill entitled “An Act re-
specting Certain Changes in the Hours
of the Day and Night” was read g firat
time and ordered to be read a second
time on tomorrow. '

It was moved and seconded thac
when the House rises it adjourn until
tomorrow, Friday, 9pril 26th, at three
of the clock in the afternoon. /il

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.
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FRIDAY, April 26th., 1918.

The House met at three of the
clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker: I beg

to present a petition for the District
of Placentia, at St. Mary's, asking
for an improvemnt in the Coastal
Steam Service. This petition, Mr.
Speaker, is signed by the Rev. Fr.
O’Driscoll, Dr. Hogan and about a
thousand of the residents of the sec-
tion of the district which the peti-
tion covers. There are only three
places on all this coast served by a
coastal boat, Trepassey, St. Mary’s
and St. Joseph’s. The idea of this
petition is that as there is a railway
terminus at Trepassey and another
at Placentia, a small boat between
those places would be an immense
benefit and would serve all {those
settlements. 1 think the request is a
just one, and one that should receive
the impartial consideration of every
man in this House who has the in-
terests of the fishermen at heart.
After all, if we want to develop the
fisheries, we should help those en-
gaged in the fishery, by every means
possible to increase their catch, and
a matter of this kind is one of the
necessities. I bespeak for this peti-
tion the consideration and support
of every member of this House. 1
hope the Government will see its
way clear to place a small boat on
this service. I can appreciate that
way clear to place a small boat on
owing to the extraordinary condi-
tions and the lack of tonnage, it is
not an easy matter, but we don’t ex-
pect anything elaborate. If we see
that a honest attempt is being made
to handle thig matter, we won’'t at-
tempt to criticize. I bespeak the sym-
pathy of the Government on this
matter, and I have much pleasure in
passing over the petition, so that it

may be referred to the proper de-
partment.
MR. CURRIE—Mr. Speaker, 1 de-

sire to support this petition in re-
gard to steam service on the south-
west coast. It seems to me that we .
want a much better and more com-
plete service for that Bay. So far as
Burin is concerned, some ports are
well served and other ports are
practically not served at all. It
is only occasionally that a steamer
calls at Lamaline. If it is stormy she
does not call, and in fact almost any
excuse is sufficient. Recently, a per-
iod of four or five weeks passed dur-
ing which not even a mail reached
Lamaline. There ought to be some
way by which the steam service in
that bay should be impr}qved, So as
to give a continuous ser¥ice. One
steamer cannot possibly do the work,
as it gives the boat no chance to lie
up for repairs or to clean the en-
gines, These boats are overworked,
and there ought to be some way of
making arrangements so that Burin
district would have a much Dbetter
service than is given at present. The
same thing applies to the eastern
part of Placentia Bay. There is no
service at all from Placentia to Tre-
passey, and ngo communication. For
three or four years we have been
trying to get something done, but the
excuses of the war and shortage of
funds have been given and nothing
has been done. It seemg to me that
the time has come when some action
should be taken to give a better ser-
vice, for the sake of the business
people and the residentg of this most
important section of the country.

MR. GRIMES—I beg leave, Mr.
Speaker, to present a petition from
the residents of Port de Grave Dis-
trict regarding the price of fish. The
petition is very largely signed, and
points out that $1.50 to $3.00 more is
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being paid for fish in Green Bay,
Bonavista Bay and Trinity Bay than
the fishermen of Coception Bay are
receiving. If this is so, it shows that
a great injustice is being done to the
fishermen of Conception Bay. I
would ask the Government to give
this matter their very careful con-
sideration. There is no doubt about
it that the fishermen of Conception
Bay are just as hard working and in-
dustrious as those of any other part
of the country, and this distinction
should not be drawn between them
and the people of the other districts.
At any rate the petitioners seem
guite clear that an injustice has
been done them, and I would ask
the Government to give the matter
their consideration, and that the
matter be referred to the proper de-
partment.

MR, PARSONS—Mr. Speaker, I rise
to heartily support this petition. It
affects the people of Conception
Bay, and I am interested in it, as I
will make known to the House in a
moment or two.

MR. PARSONS—Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to present a petition on a similar
subject to that outlined by Mr.
Grimes, and I trust that the Gov-
ernment will take his matter up.
This petjtion is signed by about two
hundred fishermen, who consider it
very unfair that they should be dis-
criminated against in the matter of
the price of fish. I would ask that
this petition be referred to the de-
partment to which it relates.

NISTER OF MARINE AND
FIESL;ERIES—MI'. Speaker, I beg to
present a petition from the people of
Fleur-de-Lys, in St. Barbe District,
4asking that a telegraph office be open-
ed in that settlement. The nearest
office at present is in Coachman’s
Cove, which is seven mileg distant.
In the winter season it is extremely

inconvenient for the people to get
back and forth, and as there is at pre.
sent a mine working in this place 1
have no doubt that it would be a pay
ing statjon. There are a large number
of fishing schooners going back and
forth in the summer time, and they
want to be able to report their
whereabouts, as this is a place
where schooners frequent very often.
This office would also be invaluable
to the sealing captaing in the spring
of the year, as it is an important
centre for giving information in re-
lation to ice conditions and seals. i
The expense of this office would not
be great, as the site would be given
by parties down there who are in-
terested in the mine and the wood
could be got on the spot. I hope
that the Government will see its way
clear to grant this request, which is

largely signed. 1

I beg to present a petition also
from the people of Little Heart's
Ease in the district of Trinity, asking
that a telegraph office be erected at
that settlement, and a petition from
the inhabitants of White Rock, in the
District of Trinity, asking that a sum
of $200 be granted for the purpose
of building a road to the saw mills.
There are about twenty-five to thirty
men interested in the saw-mills,
and they want a road to get back
and forth. I hope the Government
will see  its way clear to grant the
request of the petitioners.

MR. JENNINGS—Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to present a petition from the
people of Port Anson, asking for a
small] sum of money to make a road
to the church which has lately been
erected there. Port Anson is com-
paratively a new settlement, but
there are quite a few people there
who are interested in  agriculture
and the fishery. They are a very in-
dustrious class of people, and 1
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think that a small sum of money to
help them out would be well placed.
I give my hearty support to the
petition, and I would ask that it be
received and referred to the depart-
ment of Public Works.

MR. MOORE—Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
to present a petition from the trap
fishermen of Ferryland in the dis-
trict of Ferryland, asking that rule
48 of the Fishery Rules be repealed,
as owing to ice and the high cost of
twine it is a great inconvenience to
them just now. I would ask that the
petition be referred to the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries, and if
the request is a reasonable one that
it be granted.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
—Mr. Speaker, 1 beg leave to present
a petition from the inhabitants of
Pacquet who ask that the use of
trawls be prohibited there. This pe-
tition is very largely signed and I beg
leave to refer it to the Department to
which it relates. I also beg leave to
present a petition from the inhabitants
of Wild Cove, who ask me that that
place be made g port of call. I beg

leave to refer it to the Department to
which it relates.

HON. MR. COAKER— Mr. Speaker,

I beg leave to present a Dpe-
tition from the inhabitants of
Jackson’s Cove, Silverdale, Nick’s
Nose Cove, Langdon’s Cove and

Birchy Cove asking that the sum of
eight hundred dollars be granted for
the purpose of building a public wharf
The amount granted for that purpose
last year was insufficient for the pur-
pose and this petition asks for the
further sum of $800 to complete it.

I also beg leave to present a peii-
tion from the inhabitants of Fortune
Harbour who ask that a ferry be
placed at that place. This petition is
largely signed. A similar petition was
presented last year but the Govern-
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ment was unable to accede to tie
prayer of the petition.

I also beg leave to present a peti-
tion from the inhabitants of Jack-
son’s Cove and Herring Neck asking
for the appointment of a harbour
master at those places.

I also beg leave to present a pe-
tition from the inhabitants of Sum-
merford and its vicinity asking that
a telephone connection be extended
to that place. 1 beg that these sev-
eral petitions be referred to the De-

partments which they relate.

MR. TARGETT—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Winterton in Trinity
Bay askig for the appointment of a
stipenndiary magistrate in that place.
This same request has been made
several times to this House since 1
have been here but the Government
so far has never seen its way clear
to grant it. There  are about
eight thousand inhabitants in that
part of the district and no stipendiary
magistrate is there in the south side
of Trinity Bay at all, and the people
of Winterton have to travel a dis-
tance of twelve miles to consult the
nearest one. 1 hope that the Govern-
ment will see its way clear to accede
to the prayer of this petition.

I also beg leave to present a pe-
tition from the inhabitants of New
Perlican asking for the sum of two
hundred and fifty dollars to make a
road at that place. The inhabitants
of that place are desirous of culti-
vating their lands. But are at pre-
sent unable to get there. 1 beg leave

to refer these petitions to the depart-
ments to which they relate.

MR. WINSOR—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a number of petitions
from Bonavista Bay asking for tele-
graph connection. As it is extreme-
ly necessary for the people living
along that shore to have the prayer
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of these petitions granted. I beg
leave to refer them to the Depart-
ment to which they relate.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Mr. Walsh gave notice of question.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
gave notice that he would on to-mor-
row ask leave to introduce a Bill
entitled “An Act to continue for a fur-
ther period of five years after the
termination of the present war cer-

tain powers in relation to imports
and exports.”
Pursuant to notice and leave

granted and on motion of Hon. the
Prime Minister the Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend the Act 8, Edward VII
(1908) Chapter five, entitled “An
Act with Respect to Compensation to
Workmen for Injuries suffered in the
Course of their Employment” was in-
troduced and read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow. '

Notice of Question

MR. CURRIE asked the Acting
Minister of Militia to lay upon the
table of the House a detailed state-
ment showing the expenditure incur-
red in connection with the recruiting
campaign of last year, between the
months of August and December. -

ACTING MINISTER OF MILITIA—
That is under consideration.

MR. CURRIE asked the Hon. Act-
ing Colonia] Secretary if any corre-
spondence has taken place between
the Reid-Newfoundland Co. and the
Government relating to an increase
in the subsidies paid that company
under the 1898 Contract, and if so,
to lay on the table of the House a
copy of any such correspondence,

HON. ACTING COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY—That is under considera-
tion. I shall be pleased to give the
hpn. member all correspondence and

formation available as soon as I am
n g position so to do.
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MR. CURRIE asked the Hon. Min-
ister of Public Works to lay upon the
table of the House a detailed state-
ment showing (a) to whom the con-
tract for the erection of the addition
to the Public Works building was
awarded; (b) the amount of such
contract; (c¢) the amount of the
plumbing contract and to whom
awarded.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS—I will do so at the next
session of the House.

MR. CURRIE asked the Hon. Min-
ister -of Public Works to lay upon
the table of the House a detailed
statement showing the cost of re-
building and refurnishing the Stott
building for the use of the Depart-
ment of Militia; whether such re-
building wag done by contract, if so,
to whom such contract was awarded:
also a statement giving the amount
paid to James Stott for he building.

HON, MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS—I shall do so on Monday.

MR. CURRIE asked the Hon. Act-
ing Colonial Secretary if any cor-
respondence has taken place between
the Government and the Reid New-
foundland Co. in relation to the es-
tablishment of a direct train service
with Catalina and St. John's, and' if
80, to lay upon the table of the House
a copy of any such correspondence.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—
In reply to this question I may say
that nothing further has been done.
There is a direct train service from
St. John’s now. Trains run down
there six timeg a week.

MR. WALSH asked the Acting Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries if it is
the intention of the Government ' to
construct a railway termius wharf at
Port Union, and if said wharf is in

course of construction the cost to
date.

MR. CURRIE—I understood from
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some notices that were in the papers
that Catalina was to be made the
terminus of a direct line. I know
there is a daily service. The trains
connect with the cross.country train
or the express at Clarenville. 1 un-
derstand however that it is the in-
tention of the Government to have a
service between Port Union and St
John’s.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—
There is no correspondence on the
matter.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—As far
as that is concerned I may say that
it has not been decided and not even
talked about.

MR. WALSH asked the Hon. Act-
ing Colonial Secretary to lay on the
table of the House a detailed state-
ment showing all expenses incurred
by the Food Control Board.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—
I will do so as soon as they are pre-
pared.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon the Prime Minister the Housé
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled

“An Act respecting Military Ser-
vice.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee. |

MR, WALSH-—Mr. Speaker: I think
in view of the serious character of
this bill as a matter of fact of these
two bills, I wisk to make a request
to the Hon. Prine Minister that both
these bills be delerred until Monday.
He has told us %at the Government
have beem seriously considering this
bill for the past three weeks, while
the first we saw about it was a day
or so again and . think it is only
reasonable that tle matter be defer-
red until Monday so that we

may
have an opporturity of studying
every aspect of thii Bill. I notice in

the Military Service Bill that in the
exemptions, under section 6, Clergy
are exempted. I think that ecclesi-
astical] students should also be Iin-
cluded in the exemptions, because we
have in this country quite a number
of ecclesiastical students, some of
whom have two or three years at
college, some having taken , uaunor
orders. This and other sections of
the Bill might well be considered
and I trust that the Prime Minister
will see his way clear to grant this
request. So as due consideration
can be given the Bill, a few hours
delay can do no serious harm.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Mr. Speaker, 1 am very sorry I am
unable to comply with the request of
the hon. member who has just taken
his seat. I would make quite clear
that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to have the Proclamation
out as soon as possible; that is im-
mediately after thig Act passes. Im-
mediately this Statute passes and
goes on the Statute Book, and we
hope to have it on the Statute Book
before next week goes out, it is the
intention of he Government to issue
the Proclamation. The Government
is anxious to have this measure put
through immediately. I am very sor-
ry I cannot comply with the request
of my hon. friend but this ig a mat-
ter of National importance, urgent-
ly needed at the present time. We
want men and we want them immed-
iately; and we accordingly cannot de-
lay. I would therefore ask that we
now go into committee on this Bill.

MR. WALSH—I do not see, Mr.
Speaker, why what 1 consider a most
reasonable request to have both these
bills deferred until Monday should be
refused. I have not said I opposed
this bill, although I think that that
was said of me yesterday when 1 was
not here to contradict it. 1 have not
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made any such statement in this
House and I think it is most unfair
and most un-British to have this re-
quest refused. I must say I remem-
ber when the Hon the Prime Min-
ister was on this side of the House
that whenever he made a request for
a postponement of any Bill, no mat-
ter how insjgnificant, his request was
always granted. This on the other
hand is one of the most serious bills
ever introduced in any House of As-
sembly under the British Constitu-
tion. We are asked her to-day to
conseript blood, and I do not think in
view of the nature of the Bill that
it is reasonable to have this request
refused. It is unfair to myself and
to the opposition. The opposition
made any such statement in this
may not be numerically large, but
we represent a large number of peo-
ple. I know I represent a very large
district, and I think that it is only
fair that this request of mine
sir, to better treatment. I only ask-
ed that these matters stand until
Monday and practically no time has
been lost on these Billg or will be
lost as a result of this request being
granted. There has been ample time
since the outbreak of the war to
consider Bills of this nafture, and if
my friends on the other side, who
have been in the late party, had start-
ed a little earlier, there would be no
need to rush this measure through at
the eleventh hour. I must ask, sir,
that my comments on this matter be
noted, for I feel that to refuse it is
most unreasonable.

The Committee proceeded to read
and pass sections of the bill.

Exemptions—(a) “That it is ex-
pedient in the national interest that
the man should, instead of being em-
Iﬁyed in military service, be other-

ise engaged.”

MR, CURRIE—May 1 ask the
Prime Minister, Mr. Chairman, to ex-
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me to be altogether too broad.
HON. PRIME MINISTER—As

al interest will be a matter 1or tne
Tribunal to decide. It will not

or by anyone other than the tribunal
appointed under this Act.
will give what might be a case in
point. Supposing a wireless oper-
ator were called up by the proclam-
ation, and supposing he were re-
quired to go on a patrol boat,” the
Tribunal might consider that ne had
a good case for exemption in the
national interest. The same thing
might apply to men in the employ
of cable companies. You will note
that the certificates may either be
absolute or conditional. For in-
stance, in certain caseg the tribunal
might grant a certificate for a
month, or two months, or three
months. But the service on which
the applicant is engaged must be of
national importance. Personal would
not be sufficient.

MR. CURRIE—But the section is
very broad.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I quite
realize that, and the difficulties of
dealing with it. Ouf only protection
is that the Tribunal must be fully
satisfied before a certificate will be

granted. j

MR, CURRIE—I was going on to ;

say that I think th? section entirely
too broad. For insfance, a man en-
gaged in farming lpight, in view of
the shortage of food, be justified in
taking the position that he was en-
gaged in a service of national inter-
est and claiming exemption on that
ground. And the same thing applies
to fishermen. Now, if this position
become general, i might cause end-

plain what in his opinion is the mean-’f
ing of that sub-section? It seems to

to
just what grounds will be considered =
sufficient for exemption in the natjon-

be
decided by the Governor in Cuuncil.-..

But I,
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less trouble, in view of the fact that
the tribunal can only hear one case
at a time, unless they were to come to
some decision in regard to certain

occupations.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I do
not see any way of getting over it
Of course, immediately a case comes
up, a ruling will be made, which
will be a precedent for future cases.
I do not think that the mere fact that
a man was engaged in the farming or
fishing industries would be consider-
ed a ground for exemption within the
meaning of this section.

REGULATIONS

(2). “All proclamations and regwia-
tiongs shall be published fortnightly
in the Royva] Gazette, and in such oth-
er manner, if any, as the Governor in
Council may find necessary to ensure
knowledge thereof by all persons
concerned; and shall forthwith Dbe
laid before the Legislature if then
in session, and if not in session,
then within ten days -after the next
meeting thereof.”

MR. CURRIE—With reference to
that section, Mr, Chairman, how will
it affect men who have engaged to
serve for the fishing season? For
instance, at the presnt time, on the
West Coast, there are quite a num-
ber of men engaged, and some of
them already at work. How is it
proposed to deal with them?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—They
will come under the Act. But that
might be a ground upon which to
base an application for exemption
until the end of the fishing voyage.

MR. CURRIE—That would apply to
men who are already engaged?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—VYes.

MR. CURRIE—But how about mien
wWho during the week have engaged
themselves for the fishery?

HON. PRIME MINISTER — That
case is different. These men have

had full notice during the past three
weeks that something was going to
be done in the way of compulsion.
I can understand that this Act will
have to be enforced tactfully, and
there may be a lot of difficulties which
will have to be arranged; but I don’t
think that anybody who engaged for
the fishery during the past few days,
in view of what they knew was com-
ing, is entitled to any consideration.

MR. CURRIE—But I would point
out that all arrangements are usu-
ally made for the fishery long be-
fore the 1st of May, and that the
men sStart to work on the 1st of
May. At least, I don’'t know just
how it is now, but that 18 how it
was as I remember it. Take the case
of men going to the Labrador. They
may have engaged themselves and
be on the Labrador at the time the
proclamation is made. It seems to
me that some pronouncement should
be made in this Act as to when the
first call will be made.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — A
proclamation will go out immediate-
ly the Act is passed.

MR. CURRIE—Perhaps some ar-
rangement could be made whereby
the boat which will be on the Labra-
dor service can notify the men there.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—It is
proposed to have the first call made
immediately, and then not to make
any second call until the fishing sea-
son is over, in order not to disturb
the fishery. I am in hopes that the
first call will give us sufficient men
to keep us going until the fishery is
over, because it is desirable in the
general interests to disturb matters
as little as possible. The immealate
issuing of the proclamation will be
notice to the men liable to serve that
they should not engage for the fish-
ery. For the same reason there is a
provision here that unmarried men
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shall include men who have got mar-
ried since the 10th April, when the
proclamation was given that unmar-
ried men of military age should not
leave the country, because that pro-
clamation was a clear notice that
something was going to be done iIn
the way of conscription, and it would
be inadvisable to allow men to es-
cape by getting married, and, of
course, it would be equally inadvis-
able to allow men to escape by en-
gaging themselves for the fishery.

MR. WALSH—Doeg this Act ex-
empt ecclesiastical students? I un-
derstand that they are in the Old
Country and the United States.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—No, the
fact that a man is an ecclesiastical
student would not be a cause for ex-
emption. We are following along
the same lineg as the Canadian Act,
and they are not exempt in Canada.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair,

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill with some amend-
ments. .

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Bill be read a third time on to-
MOTrTOW,

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Hcuse
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Further Extend the term
of the present Legislature.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsong took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. SpLaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reporged that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass-
ed fhe Bill without amendment.

n motion this report was received

d adopted, and it was ordered that

the Bill be read a third time on to-

morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
entitled “An Act to Amend the Act 6
George V (1915) Chapter 17, entitled
“An Act respecting the Establishment
of a Permanent Marine Disasters’
Fund.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
r eported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave tg sit
again on tomorrow.

On motion this Report was re-
ceived and adopted, and it was order-
ed that the Committee have leave to
sit again on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Amend the Education Act,
1916 ™

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee, |

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
Some progress, and asked leave to sit
again on tomorrow.

On motion this Report was re-
ceived and adopted, and it was or-
dered that the Committee have leave
to sit again on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Apply to this Dominion
the Provisions of the Imperial Act
the Maritime Conventiong Act, 1911.’:’




HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 61

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-

mittee.

MR. CURRIE—(Coming into the
House after a short absence). Has
the Parliament Bill gone through
Committee? =

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Yes.

MR. CURRIE—I think that we are
entitled to a little more consideration
than that. Of course it is impossible
for me to speak on that measure now.
I asked for a postponement and it was
not granted; but I thought the Prime
Minister would at least have the cour-
tesy to wait till I got back. I have
sat for six sessions in this House and
have never seen an opposition treated
with such scant courtesy before. I told
the Prime Minister that I intended to
debate that Bill and I think I was en-
titled to at least five minutes consid-
eration. I had no intention of stop-
ping public business, but there were
certain observations I wanted to make
on the Bill, and the opportunity is
now lost; and I wish to utter my pro-
test against rushing such legislation
through without more consideration.
The honourable members themselves
sat on the opposition side of the House
for five or six sessions and every re-
quest they made wag acceded to by the
late Prime Minister. If anybody was
going to debate a measure and was
absent while the debate was in pro-
gress it was adjourned to give him an
Opportunity to speak. My friend Mr.
Walsh, the member for Placentia and
St. lif.fary*s, asked that the Military
Service Bill and Parliament Bill be
deferred till Monday. This request
was refused. I was prepared to ac-
Cept the Prime Minister’s statement
as Fn the desirability of passing the
Military Service Bill as quickly as
Possible; but the same does not apply
to the Parliament Bill. T certainly
think that we are entitled to more con-

sideration than we are receiving from
the Government. We might at least
have been allowed a few minutes Lo
give us a chance to speak. I cannot
understand this haste, and I must pro-
test against it. With regard to the
Education Bill, the Prime Minister
definitely promised yesterday when 1
brought up the matter of the amend-
ment as to age, that he would have
it incorporated in the Bill, and I must
protest against this treatment as very
unfair.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
said yesterday that I would support
this amendment if it should be
brought in, and I had no notion what-
ever that Mr. Currie was coming back.
If T had, he would have had an oppor-
tunity to speak. So far as what he
says about not being able to make any
remarks is concerned, he will have
the fullest opportunity to make any
speech he likes on the third reading
of the Bill.

MR. CURRIE—Nevertheless, I must
still protest.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment,

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Bill be read g third time on to-
morrow. -

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Amend Chapter One Hun-
dred and Nine of the Consolidated
Statutes of Newfoundland, Second
Series, entitled “Of Patents.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair .

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
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reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Bill be read a third time on to-
morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act Further to Amecend
Chapter 141 of the Consolidated Sta-
tues of Newfoundland, Second Series,
entitled “Of the Keeping of Dogs,”
was read a second time and ordered
to be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

Pursuant tp order and on motion
of the Hon. Mr. Bennett, the Bill en-
titled “An Aect respecting certain
Changes in the Hours of the Day and
Night” was read a second time,

ACTING MINISTER OF MILITIA.
—In moving the second reading of
this Bill, I desire to say that the Bill
is practically in conformity with the
Bill that was passed last year, except
that the Bill of last year was a item-
porary one, and the Bill we have be-
fore us today a permanent one. The
experience that we gained through
the so-called Daylight Bill warrants
us, I think, in coming to the conclu-
sion that we should have a permanent
measure upon the statute book. As
the session of the Legislature last
year was late, the Bill did not come
into into operation until the second
Sunday in June. This vear, as sget
forth in the seventh section of the
Bill, we propose to bring the Bill into
effect ypon the first Sunday in May.

On that date, therefore, the clocks
will ))e put back from eleven in the
night to ten, and the time as set then
will continue throughout the summer

til the first Sunday in October, when

e clocks will be reverted back to
their original time. It is, I think, ob-
vious that the Bill which was In effect

last year wag g great success. All
parties and interests have advocated
the passing of this permanent meas-
ure. It is meant that we should live
more in the daylight and sleep in the
darkness, and this is the object of this
Bill. I have nothing further to say in
reference to this matter. The matter
hag been fully ventilated by those who
identified themselves with the meas-
ure both here in this House and in
the Press, and particularly by the
father of this Bill, Hon. John Ander-
son, and in view of the fact that the
Upper House has put through this
Bill under suspended rules in order
that it come into effect on Sunday
week, I would beg to move the secead
reading of this Bill.

Mr. Speaker having received the
following correspondence from 1ilis
Excellency the Governor, read it to
the House:

The Governor has the honour to
communicate tothe Honourable House
of Assembly the appointment of Com-
missioners of Internal Economy of the
Legislature in accordance with the
Provisions of the Statute 61 Victoria
Cap. 1, as set forth in the accom-
panying certified copy of a Minute of
the Honourable Executive Council ap-
proved by the Governor on the 23rd
instant.

C. ALEXANDER HARRIS,
Governor.

25th April, 1918.

Certified Copy of Minutes of the
Honourable Executive Council ap-
proved by His Excellency the Gover-
nor on the 23rd April, 1918.
22nd April, 1918.

Under the provisions of Section 4
of the Internal Economy Act 61 Viec.
Cap 1, the following to be the Com-
mission of Internal Economy of the
Legislature, viz.:—Hon. Sir P. T. Mec-
Grath, K.B.E., LL.D., Hon. R. K. Bis-
hop, Hon. W. J. Ellis, His Honour
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the Speaker, Hon. W. F] Lloyd, K.C.,
D.C.L., Hon. J. C. Crosbie, Hon. W.
F. Coaker. ‘
Certified True Copy.
ARTHUR MEWS,

Deputy Colonial Secretary

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled re-
ports of the Recruiting Officer.

The Minister tabled the annual re-
port of the Department of Marine and
Fisheries.

The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

It wag moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
til tomorrow, Saturday, the 27th in-
stant, at three of the clock in the af-
ternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

SATURDAY, April 27th., 1918.

The House met at three of the
clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

Hon, Minister of Finance
the Public Accounts 1916-1917.

MR. PARSONS—I beg to present a
petition from the inhabitants of Span-
lard’s Bay and other places on the
same subject as I spoke of yester-
day—the price of fish. I trust the
Government will give this their at-
tention.

Also a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Harbor Grace South, asking
for a sum of money to repair the
government wharf. This wharf has
been broken down by ice and weather
conditions, and has not been re-
paired for a number of years. |
would ask that a sum of money be
voted for this purpose, and I trust

that the Government will do its best
to allocate same.,

MR. WALSH—1 beg leave to pre-
Sént a petition from the inhabitants
of Placentia ang vicinity, on the mat-
ter of changing the railway station

tabled

from its present most undesirable
position and moving the coastal
wharf to the beach on this side of the -
gut. The gentlemen in this House
and the travelling public at large are
well aware of the very many disad-
vantages incident to the conditions
now existing, and I think that the
removal of the railway station down
to the level land on the Jersey Side
and the erection of the coastal whart
inside the gut would be the means of
allowing Placentia Bay and in fact
the whole south-west coast a better
coastal service. On a great many oc-
casions the boats have been hung up
owing to storms and have had to
leave the pier and put to sea. |
think the granting of this request
would be a boon to the general pub-
lic, and I have much pleasure in sup-
porting this petition and passing it
over to the Government. I trust they
will give it their most serious con-
sideration. The petition is signed by
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Reardon, Magistirate
O’Reilly and practically all the citi-
ens in and around Placentia.

MR. COAKER—I rise to support
this petition. The matter has been
drawn to my attention by the peo-
ple of Placentia for several] months
past, and I think it is one of great
importance. 1 don’t think this coast-
al service will ever be a success un-
less this is done, and so far as I am
concerned, I will do all in my pow-
er to hasten the matter.

MR. CURRIE—I wish to give this
petition my hearty support. If Pla-
centia is to continue to be the term-
inus of the western boats it is essen-
tial that some change should be made.
It is a long dreary walk from the
station at Placentia to the boat, and it
1s nearly alwayg difficult to get ac
commodation. ! find it hard to ur:
derstand how this mistake came to
be made. The present system is not
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any convenience to Placentia or to
anvbody. There is a great deal »f
jealousy in Placentia over the mat-
tecr. Some people think the termin-
us should be at Argentia, and some
think it should be at the Jersey Sile
in Placentia, but wherever the ter-
minus is, if any change is meade it
should be made for the greatest con-
venience of the people and the trav-
elling public. The people, not alone
of Placentia Bay, but of the whole
west coast, are interested in this
matter, and something . should be
done. I hope the Governmént will

take action on this matter at an early
date.

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH-
ERIES—I rise to present a petition
from the people of Hillview and ad-
jacent settlements, asking that a
telephone service be given them rrom
the telegraph office in Hillview to the
railway station. It is a distance of
about five miles, and the people are
very greatly handicapped, when they
want to connect with the train in hav-
ing to walk this distance and then,
in a great number of cases, missing
their train. I hope the Government
will see its way clear to grant the re-
quest of the petitions. I ask that the
petition be received, and passed over
to the department of the Colonial
Secretary.

MR. TARGETT—I beg to
this petition, Mr. Speaker.

MR. GRIMES—I beg to present a
petition from the district of Port de
Grave on the matter of regulating
the price of fish. 1 presented a sim-
ilﬂ.l‘! petition yesterday. I would ask
that this be received and passed ov-
er to the Department to which it re-
“lates.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Pursuant to notice and leave
granted and on motion of Hon. the
Prime Minister the Bil] entitled “An

support

Years after the termination of the

Present War Certain Powers in Re-

lation to Imports and Exports,” was

introduced and read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

Mr. Currie asked the Hon. Acting
Minister of Shipping to lay upon the
table of the House a copy of all cor-
respondence which took place last
year between the Newfoundland
Charterers Association and the Chair-
man of the Tonnage Committee re-
garding the S. S. Rutjenvel.

HON. ACTING MINISTER OF
SHIPPING—The matter will be at-
tended to on Monday.

MR. WALSH asked the Hon, Min-
ister of Shipping to lay on the table
of the House a detailed statement
showing the cost of the patro] ser-
vice to date, giving the namesg of pat-
rol ships emploved and the amount
paid for each ship, and all other
amounts paid, or authorized to be
paid, by his department, giving names
of persons who received such
amounts.

HON. ACTING MINISTER OF
SHIPPING—I beg to inform the hon-
orable member that the matter is not
in my Department.

MRBR. WALSH asked the Hon. Act-
ing Colonial Secretary to lay on the
table of the House a detailed state
ment showing the number of tele-
graph or telephone offices opened in
the Dominion from January 1st., 1916,
to date; also a statement
cost of such offices

HON. ACTING COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY—The answer to the ques-
tion is being prepared.

MR. WALSH asked the Acting Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries to 1ay
on the table of the House a detailed
statement showing (a) the log, or
daily location, of the dredge Priest-

showing

man, from the time he took qmce to
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date; and (b) if it ig his intention to
have the dredge remain in St, John’s
this summer to dredge up by the
Reid-Nfld. Co.’s dock.

ACTING MINISTER OF MARINE
& FISHERIES—I beg to table the in-

formation.
Pursuant to order and on motion of

Hon. the Prime Minister, the Biil en-
titled “An Act respecting Military
Service” was read g third time and
passed, and it was ordered that it be
engrossed being entitled as above and
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun-
cil with a message requesting the con-
currence of that body in its provis-
ions,

Pursuant to order the Prime Minis-
ter moved the third reading of the
Bill entitled “An Act to Further Ex-
tend the Term of the Present Legis-
lature.”

MR. CURRIE—Mr. Speaker, it is
not my intention at this stage of the
proceedings to delay the House with
any lengthy remarks. I intended to
do so yesterday,but for reasons known
to the House I was unable to do so. It
is futile to make any extended re-
marks on the third reading of a Bill.
What I intended to say was that 1
could see no possible reason whatever
for such a bill. The excuse has been
given that the Government wanted to
S€e the Military Service Bill enacted.
That is as I have already stated uo
reéason at all, because any @overn-
ment that came in after this would be
hupnd to put the Act into force. The
F’rlme Minister hag stated that the Act
I8 going into force at once as far as
Class One ig concerned, and if there
18 to be an election in the fall, I fail
to see what chance any Government
would have to withhold it. The Gov-
€rniment in power today is in power
entirely without the consent of the
People. Tt is true that as regards in-
dividual Mmembers they have been

sent here, but the country as a whole
has as vet had no opportunity of
passing an opinion and saying that it
is willing that they should remain in
power. The Prime Minister is Prime
Minister without consent of the pec-
ple. He is Prime Minister through
political manipulation, in no other
sense. He does not represent the
people. Indeed I very much question
whether we have the right or the pow-
er to put the act into force at the
present time as this House as at pre-
sent constituted cannot even amend
its own rules; it requires 24 members
of the House to amend a rule of the
House and there are not 24 members
present here at this session. We are
not likely to have 24 members at any
time. A House that cannot amend its
own rules now takeg upon itself the
power to alter the constitution. This
seems to me to be a gross injustice
to the country. The people ought to
be given an opportunity of expressing
their opinion upon the Government as
it is. If the war continues for another
vear they will aggain come in here
and pass a similar measure, exercise
the same power, effect the same al-
terations and we must submit. We
must submit while these gentlemen
effect what last year they held the
House up three weeks for lest the
late Administration pass. They threat
ened all kinds of slaughter if the late
Administration passed it, when the
matter had not even arisen for dis-
cussion. They threatened all kinds
of revolt; threatened to bring men to-
gether and force the Government to
have an election. Now the unfortun-
ate situation on the Western Front is
made the excuse.

I was unable to be present when
the Bill passed its second reading. I

can only say that I intend to vote
against it when it ig read the third
time.
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MR. GRIMES—I intend to delay
the time of the House only for a
short while. The Hon. Member for
Burin, Mr. Currie, on the opening day
of the House stated that I carefully
avoided that part of the speech which
had reference to the postponement of
a general election. I wish to say for
the benefit of the hon. member that I
strongly endorse the measure now
before the House, and compliment
the Government on its decision calling
for an extension of Parliament for
one year. The war situatio is alto-
gether different now from what it was
this time last year. Then it had a
very favorable outlook. The Allied
troops were taking prisoners, terri-
tory and guns. It is the very reverse
today. Last year an election would
not have interfered with the part we
were then playing in the war. Suffi-
cient recruitgs were coming in to mage
up for:casualties.

But that has not been the case dur-
ing the last few months. Now tne
reat crisis in the war has come. The
Allied armies are being driven back,
their backs are to the wall,
and the «call is men, more
men, to save the Empire and
Democracy for the disaster which
threatens. Certainly, Mr. Speaker,
an entirely different situation from
last year.

The Hon. Member for Burin last
vear favored the extension of Parlia-
ment, today he opposesg it and tries
to justify his position on the action of
the Canadian and Australian Govern-
ments in conducting elections last
year. I doubt very much if either of
these Dominions would have held elec
tfons were the circumstances as we
find them today. I do mnot believe
- that any Oppesition party in either
country would adopt so unpatriotic a
course.

You do not know what may happen

in the fall. Conditions may be worse
in the country. To force a general
election upon the country at such a
critical moment in the war is a crime
We should sink our differences, join
hand in hand, and help out our brave
boys who stand between us and tha__ﬂ.
enemy, forgetting olitics until we
have seen them through. Is the hon.
gentleman allowing politics to come
before the national interest? Not alone
his attitude in this House "but his edi-
torials in the “Daily News” show that
his hostility towards the National Gov
ernment is purely personal. He o0b-
jects to the National Government be-
cause Dr. Lloyd is Prime Ministes
and his friendliness to the F.P.U.

MR. CURRIE—He’'s a servant of
the Union.,

MR. GRIMES—He is a servant of
the country. What the hon. gentle-
man really opposes is that a Unilon
should have a say in the affairs of
the Government. He forgets that in
the early stages of the war the Labor
Party’s co-operation was asked {for
by both ex-Premier Asquith and by
Lloyd George, which was given. But
the hon. gentleman objects to this in
this country and said in the “Daily
News” he would fight bitterly the
right of fishermen or labor organiza-

tions to have a say in the Government
of the country.

MR. CURRIE—Oh, no! They have
rights but not the right of control, °

MR. GRIMES—He objects to such
organizations having control. |
submit, Sir, they have a right to a say.
Now, Sir, the hon. member is only
playing politics, and he knows as well
as I do this is no time to play a game
of that kind, and that such conduct is
unworthy of one who professes to be
such a loyal citizen of the Empire.
He says, “Because we plead the dif-
ferent conditions existing today as a
justifiable reason for extending the
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life of Parliament we are trying to
ease our conscience.” That is true fo
this extent, that we cannot take any
other course whereby our conscience
would be at ease. Mine certainly
would not permit me to favor an elec-
tion this vear, with the situation as w
find it today. I would not be acting
in the interest of the country or the
Empire, not to speak of Liberty, Dem-
ocracy and Justice, which are at stake
as much as anything else, and after
all is the most important.

MR, WALSH—Mr. Speaker, I would
like to say a few words before this

cause I know it is going to pass tne
House; but I feel as I stand here to-
day and rise to oppose this measure,
as Robert Emmet must have felt as
he stood in the dock and the Chief
Justice asked him if he had anything
to say that the sentence of death
should not be passed upon him. He
knew that he was going to his doom;
but he did not shirk the issue. He
sald all that he had to say. 1, Sir, in-
tend to say what I have to say. I
have strongly opposed thig Bill from
thestart, and it cannot be said by an
honorable member that I am opposing
it from g selfish motive. It cannot be
said, Sir, that I am anxious to receive
the spoils of office. I left those, Sir,
on the other side of this House for
the purpose of coming to this side of
the House. I left that side, Sir, and
the spoils of office which are on that
side of the House because I considered
the action of the party there as un-
constitutional, un-British and unfair.
I consider it unconstitutional. un-
British and unfair for any body of men
Such as the present Assembly, to pass
SUch a measure ag this which will dis-
enfranchise one-third of the whole
country. I am surprised, Sir, to hear
msmbﬁrﬂ like the honorable member
B e Uty nave spoven v

poken along.

They act like men participating in a
hat debate; men who are obliged to
support any question they have the
fortune or misfortune to draw {rom
the hat. They say now the very op-
posite from what they said ten months
ago, and they give as their excuse
the fact that conditions have changed.
LLast year they were sitting on this
side of the House. Today they are on
that side. That, Sir, is the change of
conditions which they intend using.
All their talk is purely a matter of po-
litical expediency. For this reason. Sir
I know that it is useless for me (0
continue speaking here. I know that
my words will fall on deaf ears. 1
know that the Government has decid-
ed to prolong the life of this Assembly
and that they will do it even if I talk
here for three weeks. The life of this
Parliament will certainly be prolong-
ed; but, Sir, it will not be prolonged
for the patriotic reasons that wmy
friends on the other side have tried to
set forth to us. Not for the reason
that it is in the interests of the coun-
try or Empire; but for the sole reason
that they desire to continue in office.
They know that they have a sufficient
following in this House to continue
here, so they fight to maintain the
spoils of office. This, Sir, is their pa-
triotism. This, Sir, is their reason
maintaining themselves in office at
a time when they know they have not
the confidence of the people. They
are afraid, Sir, to go to the people and
the selfish interests of personal pow-
er and personal bank accounts have
prevailed wupon them to maintain
themselves in office. I repeat, Sir, the
present Government has not the con-
fidence of the people. During my ab-
sence, Sir, the other day, the honor-
able member for Bonavista, Mr.

Coaker, challenged my colleague Mr.
Currie to resign his seat and fight for

re-election. Now, Sir, I will take up
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the challenge of the honorable gentle-
man in my district. I will resign my
seat, Sir, and you close this House in
the meantime and tomorrow—no, we
won’t start on Sunday, we will let it
wait till Monday—I will face you for
re-election in the District of Placen-
tia. I will stake my seat in this
House, Sir, and I challenge the honor-
able member who talks so big to take
up that challenge. 1 challenge, Sir,
any member of his party. Yes, Sir,
himself or any member of his party}
aye. Sir, and I challenge every mem-
ber of his party. He can bring down
the whoe bunch of them if he likes. 1
will beat them all. If they come back
well and good. I am prepared to take
my medicine; but I know the mem-
bers will be afraid to take up my
challenge. Now, Sir, I have nailed my
flag to the mast. I have chosen my
ship, and will go down with the ship if
she goes down. That, Sir, is my chal-
lenge — a straighf challenge to the
Government. I am at the present mo-
ment prepared to resign my seat and
go to my district tomorrow; and I de-
fy any member of that party or every
member of it to accept my challenge.
I will show the leader of the Govern-
ment if he has the confidence of the
people. He comes under the chal-
lenge if he will accept it. 1 know,
Sir, that it ig the intention of the Gov-
ernment to force this measure, but,
Sir, you know what you can expect
the people of the country to say about
it. When g bunch of men such as
the present Assembly which repre-
sents the people, commits such ac-
tions and these sections, Sir, are in
conformity with the British Constitu-
tion, then, Sir, it does not look well
fﬁr the British Constitution. This, Sir,
__ris what might have happened in the

olden days in France, but, Sir, as be-
ing in conformity with the British
Constitution, never., If you make this

measure law, as I know you intend do-
ing, you will not only be breaking o
grand old Constitution, you will be
Sir, riding an automobile through it.

A div:isinq being demanded, Hij:.-'
House divided, and there appeared i
favour of the motion Hons. the Pri

Minister, Minister of Finance :#-.'-:_-
Customs, Acting Colonial Secretary r’
W. F. Coaker, Acting Minister of
Militia, Acting Minister Marine and
Fisheries, and Messrs. Grimes,
Moore, Parsons, Jennings, Targett,
Winsor, Abbott. And against t

Messrs. Currie and Walsh. |
S0 it passed in the affirmative -a
was ordered accordingly. .
On motion it was ordered that the
Bill be engrossed being entitled S
above and that it be sent to the Leg-
islative Council with a message re-
questing. the concurrence of th'j’
body in its provisions.
Pursuant to order and on niotion
of Mr. Bennett, the House resulva
itself into Committee of the Whole
consider the Bill entitled “An Act
Respecting Certain Changes in the
Hours of the Day and Night.”
Mr. Speaker left the chair. :.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Cﬂm:t
mittee.

MR, CURRIE—I notice that it i8
the intention to make the Bill per-
manent. Is that the idea? '

MINISTER OF MILITIA—Yes.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. J

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment:

It was ordered that this Report be
received and adopted and that the
Bill be read a third time on to-
MOrrow.

The remaining orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
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til Monday, the 29th. inst. at three of
the clock in the afternoon.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — If it
suits the convenience of my hon,
friend opposite, I will move the Ed-
ucation Bill back to Committee on
Monday.

MR. CURRIE.—I would like to dis-
cuss the amendment.

HON., PRIME MINISTER — Mr.
Speaker: In moving the adjournment
of the House, I wish to inform the
House that the Government has to-
day taken charge of the ‘Plaindealer’
office, so far as the Plaindealer is
concerned, and put the police in
charge. The Government will not
interfere with the job work.
The whole of to-day’s issue has been
suppressed, and the Postmaster Gen-
eral has been instructed not to allow
any of the issue to go through the
post. This action has been taken in
consequence of to-day’s issue being
directed against Conscription. The
Government will not hesitate to use
its full power and strength against
any effort made to hinder recruiting
Or in any way impede the carrying
out of Conscription. I make this an-
nouncement in order that the public
may understand fully the Govern-
ment's attitude in the matter, I
move that the House adjourn until
Monday next, at 3 o’clock.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

MONDAY, April 29th., 1918.

The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoop pursuant 1o
adjournment,

MR. TARGETT—Mr. Speaker: I
b_eg to present a petition from the in-
habitants of Whitbourne, asking that

- & sum of money be granted for the
PUurpose of making a well there.

Whitbourne ig boggy and a very poor
place for water, and I trust the Gov-

ernment will grant this request for
a well.

I beg to present a petition from the
inhabitants of George's Brook and
Shoal Harbour, asking that the train
be prevented from travelling on Sun-
days, as it interferes with the 1abor-
ing men and takes away his day of
rest, interferes also with the public
service, and is a sin against God. It
seems a pity that the train should
travel on Sunday in a small country
like this, as it interferes with Divine
worship, and interferes in many cases
with the people of these places; and
I trust the Government will see to
the matter. 1 would ask that the pe-
tition be referred to the department
to which it relates,

MRE. ABBOTT—Mr. Speaker, I beg
to present a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Canaille, in the District of
Bonavista, asking for a sum of $75.00
to build a road to agricultural prop-
erty.

Also a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Port Blandford, asking for
the sum of $50 for a road, in each
end of that place.

Also a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Squid Tickle, Salvage Bay
and Salvage asking that the tele-
phone service be extended five miles
in order to connect Squid Tickle
with the main telegraph line Salvage.

All of these petitiong are largely
signed, and as the requests are reas-
onable ones, I trust the Government
will see its way clear to grant them.
I would ask that they be received

and referred to the proper depart-
ments.

MR. PARSONS—I beg to present a
petition from the inhabitants of
Bryant’s Cove asking that all allo-
cations for public works be spent by
the Board. This petition ig signed by
about fifty people, and I think it is
only right that they should be allow-
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ed to exrcise their prerogative. 1
trust the Government will see to the
matter,

MR. WINSOR—I beg te present a
petition from the people of Greens-
pond, Ship Island and Newell's Is-
land asking for a ferry service Dbe-
tween these places.

Alsp a petition from the people of
Newtown, asking that the dredge be
sent there. The dredge was there a
few years ago, but was not allowed
to finish the work, and the people
would like to have it finished now.

Also a petition from the people of
Valleyfield and Badger Quay asking
for a main road to connect this place
with Valleyfield West. These are
most important settlements, and 1
think the request should be granted.

I would ask that these petitions be
received and referred to the depart-
mentg to which they relate. |

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH.-
ERIES—I beg leave to present a pe-
tition from the inhabitants of Hant’s
Harbour, in the district of 'Trinity
Bay, who ask that the sum of three
hundred dollars be allocated for the
purpose of effecting certain repairs
to the breakwater in that place. This
petition is largely sgigned about one
hundred and forty-one names being
attached to the document. This har-
bour is very much exposed to the
North East wind, and the breakwater
is required by the fishermen for their
safety. I hope the Government will
give this matter their very careful
consideration. 1 ask that it be re-

ceived and referred to the Depart-
mept to which it relates,
y LeFEUVYRE—I ask leave 1o

present a petition from the inhabi-
#tants of Lamaline KEast, asking fhat
a post office be granted that place,
and a courier to bring the mail irom
Lamaline West.

Also a petition from the same place,

asking that a fog alarm be erected
at the entrance to the harbour. It is
a well known fact that the entrance
to the harbour of Lamaline is in} |
tricate and dangerous, and although
the dredge was working then, she did
not deepen the entrance much, owing
to the hard nature of the bottom, and
a fog alarm would be a great benefit
to the people. |

I have much pleasure in support-
ing these petitions, and ask that they
be referred to the departments to |
which they relate.

MR. DOWNEY—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
Port au Port section of St. George’s /
District. This petition is unusually
important in character and "has very
strong features to recommend it to
careful consideration. Its importance
warrants my trespassing upon the
time of the House for a few moments
that I may briefly refer to these in de-
tail.

The petition asks that a sum of
$3000 be granted to effect a re-align-
ment of a portion of the main line of
road between Stephenville Crossing
and Aguathuna—the seat of the Do-
minion Iron & Coal Co.’s limestone op
erations in St. George’s District, great
encouragement was held out to them
in connection therewith. At that time
two ports in St. George’s Bay were
ports of call for the western coastal
boat, but in the year following the
establishment of the industry at Agua-
thuna the steamer schedule was arbi-
trarily changed and these two ports
of call cut out, which leaves the Do-
minion JIron & Steel Company without
any direct communication with the |
other districts from which they pro-
cure a large proportion of the labor
required in operating the quarries.

At present they procure a consid-
erable proportion of their labor from
Fortune Bay and from St. Barbe Dis-
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trict. The men from Fortune Bay
and elsewhere who leave their homes
to proceed to Aguathuna, where the
rate of wages is comparatively high,
find that they must first proceed to
Port aux Basques by steamer, and go
from thence by rail to Stephenville
Crossing, and from Stephenville
Crossing face a walk of 22 miles to
Aguathuna. They probably do not
discover that this journey on foot is
ahead of them until they actually
reach Port aux Basques, and on their
learning of this journey, and finding
that they can proceed to Sydney di-
rect by steamer from Port aux Bas-
gques and obtain immediate employ-
ment within an hour of their land-
ing there, they abandon Aguathuna
as a destination and proceed to Syd-
ney, and consequently Aguathuna is
perenniallyy short of the volume of
labour that it requires.

A year ago the Government endeav-
oured, at my request, to induce the
Coastal Company to restore one of
these ports to their schedule, but
Messrs. Bowring Bros. absolutely re-
fused to entertain the idea of so do-
ing.

The Dominion Iron & Steel Com-
bany are under contract with the
British War Board for the supply of

a4 very large quantity of steel, for
shells, for railway rails, and for
barbed wire for entanglements, and

the quantity of Bell Island ore that
they require to convert into steel
Wwill this year cal] for 330,000 tons of
limfzstnne from St. George’s District,
which ig used in the fluxing of the
Ore to enable its conversion into steel,
and it will be absolutely impossible
for the Company to quarry and ship
this prodigious quantity of limestone
the present season unless they can

very I?rgely augment the number of
OPeratives that are now available.

As a means towards the bettering

“of conditions, the Company have de-

cided to invest some $16,000 in the
purchase of motor passenger vans
which they purpose operating be-
tween Aguathuna and Stephenville
Crossing, which is the nearest rail-
way station, in order to bring the
men who may come to them by rail,
free of cost, from the Crossing to the
works, as this journey was the chief
impediment to their procuring suffi-

cient labor in the past. The Com-
pany have ordered these vans, but
now they find that a section o1 tne

main line of road, known ag Mclsaac’s
Hill, in the vicinity of Romaine’s Riv-
er, which was recently bridged by a
very fine re-enforced concrete struct-
ure, is absolutely impracticable for
motor traffic owing to its gradient,
and this portion of the hill will have
to be re-aligned in order to permit of
the operation of this motor van pas-
senger service,and if this service be
not inaugurated the Company will be
unable to meet itg obligations in the
supply of steel and, consequently,
must inevitably fail to fulfil its war
contract and very much, in the way
of winning the war, may hinge upon
a failure of this character and I
don’t think that we, as a people, will
care to take the responsibility of be-
ing in any way connected with any
impeding or hampering of operations
to the successful prosecution of the

war that any effort of ours may suc-
ceed in removing.

The sum involved in the petition as
being required to cover the cost of

the re-alignment of MclIsaac’s Hill is
ounly $3,000, and I believe that when
the importance of the interests in-
volved are realised this Legislature
will not hesitate for a moment in au-
thorising an expenditure, the results
from which are of so far reaching
consequence. I beg to request that
the petition be forwarded to the De-
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partment to which it pertains and
that it be given immediate attention.

I also beg to present to-day a pe-
tition from the residents of Lark Hr.,
asking for a small grant to open a
road to a certain area of good agri-
cultural land situate in the vicinity
of Lark Harbour.

Lark Harbor has been essentially a
fishing settlement in the past, but now
the people are supplementing their
fishery activities by agricultural op-
erations, and as there ig no land in
the immediate vicinity of the Harbor
gufficiently promising for such pur-
pose, they ask that a small sum be
allocated to cover the cost of build-
ing a road to the promising agricul-
tural area that I have referred to.
and which is gituate a mile or more
from Lark Harbor settlement.

I also ask that this petition be re-
ferred to the Department of Public
Works and that an effort be made to
meet the prayer of the petitioners.

MR, CURRIE asked the Hon. Col-
onial Secretary to lay upon the table
of the House a statement showing
why the Light Keepers at Cape Bon-
avista, White and Abbott, were dis-
missed forthwith from that position
on March 2nd; why John Mifflen,
Light Keeper, Squarry Head, was
dismissed; why William Devine, mail
courier at King’'s Cove for twenty
years was dismissed also; said state-
ment to show the nature of the
charges against them; if any enquiry
was made, and if so to lay upon the
table of the House a copy of such en-
quiry; and further to state if any
pepsion has been provided for any of
thém, and if not is it going to be pro-
vided.

HON. ACTING COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY—The information is being pre-
pared. -

MR. CURRIE asked the Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of

the Minister of Agriculture and Mine
to lay upon the table of the House
statement, showing the cost of th
Spur Line to Port Union, said state
ment to include the amound paid i
arbitrations and cost thereof.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Thi
statement is in preparation.

MR. CURRIE asked the Minister c
Marine and Fisheries to lay upon th
Table of the House a statement show
ing the amount paid the Reid Nflc
Co., for constructing the terminu
Wharf at Heart’'s Content.

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH
ERIES—Thig statement is in prepar
ation. :

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus
toms tabled: Report of Auditor Gen
eral under Section 33;° Report o
Comptroller and Auditor General o1
Revenue and Appropriation; Repor
of Auditor General on  Municipa
Council Accounts.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question

Hon. the Prime Minister gave not
ice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “Ar
Act to Amend the Flire Patrol Act
Cap. 16, 1 George V. (1911).”

Hon the Prime Minister gave not:
ice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “Ar
Act respecting the Identification of
Criminals.” :

Hon. the Prime Minister gave not-
ice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “Ar
Act to Restrict Temporarily the per-
sons who may engage in_ business con-
nected with certain non-ferrous met-
als.”

Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus-
toms tabled the following financial
statements:

War Loan Trust Account,
1917.

Publiec Debt to June 1916-1917.

Railway Account, 1916-1917.

1916-



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS. 73

LBalance Account of Treasury Ac-
counts for the year ended 30th. June,
1917.

Colonial Secretary’s Trust Account
1916-1917.

Departmental Trust Account, Mar-
ine Works, 1916-1917,

Public Works Cash Notes
Fund, 1916-1917.

Redemption Commercial Bank Note
Account 1916-1917.

Surplus Trust, 1916-1917,

Death Duties Account, 1916-1917.

Trust

Public Works Trust Fund, 1916-
1917.

Game and Inland Fisheries Board
Trust Account, 1916-1917.

Trust Accounts, 1916-1917.

Public Works Trust Fund, 1916-
1917,

Teachers’ Pension Fund Account

for 1916-1917.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en-
titled “An Act to apply to this Do-
minion the Provisions of the Imperial
Act, the Maritime Conventions Act
1911” was read a third time and
‘Passed and it was ordered that it be
engrossed being entitled as above
and that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting

the concurrence of that body in its
provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend Chapter One
Hundred and Nine of the Consoli-
dated Statutes of Newfoundland, Sec-
ond Series, entitled “Of Patents” was
read a third time and passed, and it
was ordered that it be engrossed,
being entitled as above and that it be
S€nt to the Legislative Council with
4 message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill sent
down entitled “An  Act

respecting .

Certain Changes in the Hours of the
Day and Night” was read a third time
and passed and it was ordered that
a message be sent to the Legislative
Council acquainting that Body that
the House of Assembly had passed
the Bill without amendment.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Amend the Act 6 George
V. (1915) Chapter 17 entitled “An
Act respecting the establishment of
a Permanent . Marine Disasters

LFundﬁ

Mr Speaker left the chair.

Mr. Parsong took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Bill be read a third time on to-
MOrrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act Further to amend Chapter
141 of the Consolidated Statutes of
Newfoundland Second Series entitled
‘Of the Keeping of Dogs.””

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr, Parsons took the Chair of
Committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
that the Bill be read a third time on,
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
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Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Amend the Inflammable
Substances Act, 1916.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of
Committee.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The ob-
ject of the first section I explained at
the second reading. The second sec-
tion is necessary to enable the police
to deal with the storing of inflam-
mable oils in other buildings. Diffi-
culties have arisen in the past and
this measure will enable the police
to have control over ground, for the
storing of oils, when such oils are a
menace to the community. At the
present time the police have great
difficulty in carrying out the act.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass-
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Bill be read a third time on to-
MmoTrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
the Acting Minister of Marine and
Fisheries the Bill entitled “An Act re-
specting the Reporting of Missing
Schooners” was read g second time,

MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISH
ERIES—Mr. Speaker, In moving the
second reading of this Bill I wish to
merely point out to the House the ob-
ject for so doing. As a matter of fact
from the 15th of September to the 31st
of Dgecember in any year, the schoon-
ers which are plying as a rule be-
twéen sections of the country north
apd south, sometimes through stress
f weather, get into ports and are de-
tained by headwinds and sea for one
day, a week, and sometimesg for a fort-
night, and the people at home are aw-

fully anxious as to their whereabouts.:
As a matter of fact a schooner may
leave Seldom Come Bye for St. John’s
and through stress of weather be com-
pelled to ut up at Shambler’s Cove,
Greenspond or some other place; of-
ten lying there within 500 yards of a

telegraph office, and the skipper fails
to make hig whereabouts known. The

result is that the folks at home are

unable to find out anything of this
schooner supposed to be missing,
simply because she has not reached
her destination.

Very often the Department is put
to a great deal of trouble. If the
schooner happeng to be bound to St.
John’s, we have to search the entire
water front and the stream to try and
find out whether she has arrivekﬂ;
and if we do not find her, we have
to send service messages to the vari-
ous places where she is likely to be.
Then, it sometimes happens that she
is not in any port but is driving out
to sea; and it is with the object of
safeguarding these men that we are
putting this Bill into force.

In the first place we wish to com-
pel the master of every schooner
owned in Newfoundland, when
through stress of weather .or for any
other reason he is forced to run in-
to any port other than his destina-
tion, to wire the Department the name
of the schooner, the master’s name,
the name of the port which he left,
and his port of destination. This
will give us the necessary informa-
tion to allay the anxiety of the rela-
tives of those who “go down to tne
sea in ships,” in cases where the ves-
selg are safely in port; and within a
reasonable distance of a telegrapn
office there is nothing to prevent the
skippers from reporting. For in-
stance, last fall I received a message
from Admiral’s Cove, in the district
of Ferryland, saying that a small

2 s w i i il
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schooner, with her foremast broken
off, was driving to sea in a helpless
condition, and to send a steamer to
her assistance immediately. Arrange-
ments were promptly made, and ‘a
steamer was sent, but unfortunately,
before she reached Cape Spear, the
conditions wer such that she had to
come back. We then got in touch by
way of Cape Race with another ship
that was on her way to Halifax, and
instructions were also sent to the
Glencoe, which was in the neigh-
borhood, to keep a look-out for the
schooner; but no trace could be
found of her. Not satisfied, we then
got the Portia to take up the search;
and ultimately the schooner was
found anchored within a short dis-
tance. We received a message from a
schooner which had put into Catalina,
saying that they were quite certain
that something had happened“to a lit-
tle vessel which they had passed, and

which had put into Catalina. We
sent a telegraph message to every
place where we thought she would

likely be, but could not locate her,
and after having the Fogota search
for her, she was located at one of the
places to which we had wired, al-
though we had received a message
from the operator at that place saying
she was not there. Now, the effect
of putting this Bill into force will be
to do away with all that trouble and
€Xpense; Mr. Speaker I therefore

move that this Bill be read a second
time. '

The Bill was ordered to be referred

to a .Committee_of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon the Prime Minister the Bil] en-
titled “An Act respecting the Publi-
Cation of the Consolidated Stautes,

Third Series,” was read a second
time,

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Mr.

Speaker: The object of this Bill is to

provide for the publication of the
Consolidation of the statutes. This
consolidation wag authorised some

years ago to take the place of the sec-
ond series, which has now been in
use for over twenty years. The work
is well advanced, a good deal of it
is already printed, and, I understand,
before many monthg the whole con-
solidation will be printed. This pub-
lication will be of very great conven-
ience to practitioners, and will also
materially assist the Adminstration
of Justice, because copies of the Sec-
ond Series are now very scarce, and
the Acts passed during the last
twenty years are also difficult to ob-
tain, with the result that Magistrates
and Justices of the Peace throughout
the colony are at a very great disad-
vantage, not having access to statutes
which they should have to enable
them to discharge their duties satis-

factorily. I move the second reading
of this Bill.

The Bill was ordered to be referred

to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en-
titled “An Act respecting a Depart-

ment of Shipping” was read a second
time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER — Mr.
Speaker: We have had, under Order
in Council, a Department of Ship-
ping for some months past. We, in
common with every other part ot tne
Empire, found it desirable, in fact
essential, during the past year to pay
particular attention to the question
of tonnage, which has become very
acute, and which with every passing
day grows more acute. We have not
yet reached that stage of the war
when the Old Land and its allies are
in a position to cope satisfactorily
with the submarine warfare, and to
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build sufficient tonnage to equal the
losses caused by German submarines;
and it is fo be expected that during
the coming summer, and well on in-
to next fall, the situation will not
grow very much better, particularly
when we remember that a great deal
of the tonnage will be devoted to
sending troops and supplies {from
America and Canada. As a matter of
fact we have reached a stage in
Newfoundland, with regard to steam
communication with the 0Old Land,
wher the rates have been made abso-
lutely prohibitive, in order to check
the sending of goods to the other side.
It is only a few weeks ago that the
rates were made five-fold what they
were previously, with the object of
stopping so far as possible the send-
ing of freight across, as little ton-
nage is not available to carry it. And
it is with the object of meeting the
present situation, and dealing with it
in the best way possible, that this
Department was created. I move the
second reading of the Bill

The Bill was ordered to be submit-
ted to a Committee of the Whole

House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of

Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Continue for a Per-
iod of Five Years after the Termina-
tion of the Present War Certain Pow-
ers in relation to Imports and Ex-
ports,” was read a second time.

HON. PRIME MINISTER. — Mr,
Speaker, this is a transeript of an Imn-
perial] Act, which the Imperial Gov-
ernment has asked all the Dominions
to pass. Its main object is to control
sea trade after the war terminates. At
the present time all the industrial

lants in Germany are intact. Indeed,
in this respect they are better off than
they were at the beginning of the
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~kets of the world. The object of the

__CUSTOMS gave notice that he would
on to-morrow move that Supply be

struggle, because they have removag
from Belgium, which was a very im-
portant manufacturing country, al-
most all the manufacturing plantg,
and what they have not removed thay
have destroyed. They are manufaq’
turing with the object, immediately
peace is declared, of dumping all thej
products on the markets of the world
and carrying on an economic wartare
after the present struggle terminateg,
The Allies have considered this mag-
ter, and they have ngo intention of a)l-
lowing the Germansg to be in a posj-
tion to ruin their trade. There will
be millions of soldiers for whom work
will have to be found after the de-
mobilization of the armies, and indug- °
trial changes will have to be put on g
proper and effective basis, and one of
the greatest difficulties that will have |
to be met and dealt with while these
changeg are being made will be the
dumping of German goods on the mgp

present measure, then, is to give the
Governments of the various alliagq
countries power to surmount this dig-
ficulty when it arises. I move thé-'
second reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be referrad

to a Committee of the Whole House
on tomorrow.

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND

granted to His Majesty.

HON. MINISTER OF MILITIA gave
notice that he would on tomorrow ask

leave to introduce a Bill entitled “Anp

Act Respecting the Military Forces of
Newfoundland.”

It was moved and seconded thgt
when the House rises, it adjourn un-
til tomorrow, Tuesday, the 30th inat,
at three of the clock in the afternon

The House then adjourned accorg-
ingly.

LU T R [ ol 1
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TUESDAY, April 30th, 1918.
The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-

ment.
Mr. Speaker informed the House

that in accordance with the intima-
tion received His Excellency would
receive the Address of Thanks pre-
sently.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and U
House proceeded to Government
House, and being returned to the As-
gsembly Room, Mr. Speaker informed
the House that His Ezxcellency had
received the Address of Thanks and
had been pleased to reply thereto ws
follows:

Government House,
St. John’s, Nfld.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the

Honourable House of Assembly:

I thank vyou for your Addresg in
Reply to the Speech with which your
present Session was opened.

(Sgd.) C . ALEXANDER HARRIS,

Governor.

MR. ABBOTT—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of St. Brendan’s, asking
for-the sum of $200.00 to repair a road
leading from the Cross Road of Hay-
ward’s Cove to the Cemetery.

I also ask leave to present a peti-
tion from Canning’s Cove, in the Dis-
trict of Bonavista, asking for tele-
Phone connection with Musgrave
Town, g distance of about 3 miles.

Also a petition from the inhabitants
of Squid Tcikle, asking for the sum

of $1000.00 to lay out a road to Sal-
vage Bay.

Bach of these petitions is - very
largely signed, and I hope that the
Government will see its way clear to
srants the reyuests of the petitioners.
I now ask that they be received and

relerred to the Departments to which
they relate.

MR. WINSOR—MT. Speaker, I azk

leave to present g petition from the
inhabitants of Gambo, asking for a
sum of money to repair a road at that
place. The petition states that this
road is required to enable the people
to carry on their agricultural work.
The request is a very reasonable one
and I hope that the Government will
see itg way clear to grant it.

I also ask leave to present a peti-
tion from Badger’'s Quay, Pool’s Island
and Safe Harbor, asking that a light
be placed on Pool’s Island Point. This
light will be of very great service to
schooners going north, and also com-
ing south.

Both these petitions are signed
by practically all the inhabitants of
the places named; and I now ask that
they be referred to the Departments
to which they relate.

MR. ABBOTT—Mr. Speaker, I have
much pleasure in supporting the pe-
titions which have just been presented
by my colleague, Mr. Winsor.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
residentg of Dunville, asking that the
road leading from Dunviller to the
Jersey Side, Placentia, be given a
main line grant. The distance is
about seven miles. Dunville has a
large population, and this road not
only serves the people in the imme-
diate vicinity, but owing to the fact
that small timber suitable for fishery
purposes igs procurable there, the peo-
ple from the nearby settlements such
as Argentiag and Marquise, also use it
considerably. At the present time
there is no main line grant, and the
local grants are not sufficient to keep
up the small connecting roads, and 1
consequently think that the request of
the petitioners is g very reasonable
one, and I hope that the Government
will see its way clear to granting s
few hundred dollarsg to be used on this
very important road. I have much
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pleasure in supporting the prayer of
the petition, and I ask that it be re-
ferred to the Department of Public
Works.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend the Fire Patrol Act, Cap. 16, 1
Geo. V. (1911)” was introduced and
read g first time and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act re-
specting the Identification of Crimin-
als” was introduced and read a first
time and ordered to be read a seccnd
time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice an leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Primme
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
Restrict Temporarily the Persons who
may Engage in Business connectad
with certain Non-Ferroug Metals and
Metallic Ores,” was introduced and
read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of the Acting Min-
ister of Militia, the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Military Forces of
Newfoundland” was introduced and
read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Mr. Currie asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay upon
the Table of the House a statement
showing in detail the expenditure of
$142,5568.21 paid the Newfoundland
Prpduce Co. under the heading of
Hdme Defence during 1916-1917; also
details of the amount of $37,810.15
paid the Reid Newfoundland Co. under
the same heading.

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS—The answer to that ques-
tion is being prepared.

MR. CURRIE asked the Hon. the

dishment of a

1
Prime Minister to lay upon the Table
of the House copies of all correspon-
dence that took place between the
Nfld. Charters Association and his
Department regarding the S. S. Rut-
jenvel.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will
forward the answer to the hon. mem-
ber.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en-
tiled “An Act to Amend the Educa-
tion Act 1916” was read a third time
and passed, and it was ordered that
the Bill be engrossed, being entitled
ag above, and that it be sent to the
Legislative Council with a message
requesting the concurrence of that
Body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of

Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act to Amend the Act
6, George V. (1915) Chapter 17, en-

titled “An Act respecting the Estab-
Permanent Marine
Disasters Fund” was. read a third
time and passed and it was ordered
that the Bill be engrossed being en-
titled as above ‘and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a mes-
sage requesting the concurrence of
that Body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act Further to Amend
Chapter 141 of the Consolidated Stat-
ues of Newfoundland Second Series
entitled “Of the Keeping of Dogs*
was read a third time and passed and
it was ordered that the Bill be en-
grossed being entitled as above and
that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting
the concurrence of that Body in its

‘provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act to Amend the In-
flammable Substances Act 1916” was
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read a third time and passed, and it
was ordered that the Bill be engross-
ed being entitled as above and that it
be sent to the Legislative Council
with a message requesting the con-
currence of that Body in its provis-
ions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of the Acting Minister of Marine and
Fisheries the House resolved itself in
to Committee of the Whole to con-
sider the Bill entitled “An Act Re-
specting the Reporting of Missing
Schooners.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee,

MR. WALSH—Mr. Chairman: I may
say in the first place that 1 give my
hearty support to the principle of this
Bill, or any other Bill that may be
brought before thigs House that has
for its purpose the alleviation of
anxiety or the lessening of hardship
of our people who go down to the sea
in ships or who are called upon to
sSuffer. In connection with the first
section I think there should be some
amendment made or  explanation
given or otherwisé there is bound to
be trouble for or hardship inflicted
upon owners of schooners or vessels.
I notice that it ig absolutely neces-
Sary to report upon arrival at a har-
bour to the Department of Marine &
Fisheries. That is a splendid idea;
but there is g number of harbours
that have neiher telegraphic nor tel-
ephonic communication; and most of
them are splendid harbours where
vessels may seek shelter out of a
Storm and remain. there quite a
While. To comply with this Act the
Master would sometimes have to £0
ten, or fifteen and in some cases
twenty miles to get in touch with a
tﬁ‘lﬁgl‘&ph station. I have in mind a

VEry important harbor in my own dis-

trict—North Harbour, in St. Marys

Bay. In the late Fall vessels comlug
from St John’s very often runp in
there out of the weather; and though
we have repeatedly made appeals to
this House to have a telegraph or
telephone station erected there, we
have not been successful in having
one installed. I think if the Govern-
ment sees its way clear tp extending
these services to Harbors of this sort
there would be no necessity for any
amendment to the Aect; but if not 1
think there will be difficulty if the
Bill is not amended. I merely point
this out, not in the way of criticism,
because as I have said at the start,
I am thoroughly in accord with the
measure or any other measure that
may be brought down for the better-
ing of conditions for our toilers, but
I draw the attention of the House to
it because I think there 18 reason 1or
the suggestion. I would like to com-
pliment the Minister for Dbringing
down such a humanitarian Bill; and
I ask that my suggestion be accept-
ed in the spirit in which it is offered.

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH-
ERIES—Mr. Chairman: I would like
to draw the attention of the Honour-
able Member to the fact that the
amendment he wishes to have in-
serted is already covered by section
2 (reads)

MR. WALSH—That to my mind
does not cover it; because a man may
wish to report a vessel but because of
weather conditions or the state of
the roads he may not be in a position
to travel fifteen or twenty miles to
a telegraph office. |

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH-
ERIES—There may be an office with-
in a mile or two. I think if we put
in a “reasonable distance” it would
cover the objection.

MR. CURRIE—What would vyou
consider a reasonable distance?
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MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Two or three miles.

RT HON, THE PRIME MINISTER
—If we introduce distance limitations
there is bound to be trouble. The
penalty is only intended for cases in
which there is wilful or mneglectful
omission. If an amendment  were
made in the section that no prosecu-
tion shall be taken except with the
consent of the Minister of Marine &
Fisheries, I think we would cover the
whole case. If it were clear that there
has been no neglect and the Minis-
ter is satisfied that the master has

not wilfully omitted to notify the
Department, I think the circum-
stances of the case would be met.

The whole point is to cast the duty on
those who can send a message in or-
der that the Colony may not be put
to the cost—very often thousandg of
dollars—of ascertaining where the
vessel is; and also to relieve natural
anxiety that follows the non-report-
ing of an overdue vessel.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass-
ed the Bill with an amendment.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the ]_?rime Minister, the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act respecting the Publication of
the Consolidated Statutes, Third Ser-
ies.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsong took the Chair of Con-

miﬁee.
r. Speaker resumed the Chair.

/ The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.
On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that

the Bill be read a third time on to.ai
MOrrow. _

Pursuant to order and on motion 2
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act respecting a Department of
Shipping.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee. '

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Commit-
tee reported that they had consider-
ed the matter to them referred and
had passed the Bill without amend-
ment.

On motion this report was receiv-
ed and adopted and it was ordered
that the Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow. '

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon, the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Continue for a Period of
Five Yearg after the Termination of
the Present War Certain Powers in
relation to Imports and Exports.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of
Committee,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Commit-
tee reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this Report was receiv-
ed and adopted and it wag ordered
that the Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the
House resolved itself intp Committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend the Act 8
Edward VII (1908) Chapter Five en-
titled “An Act with Respect to Com-
pensation to Workmen for Injuries



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 81

Anderson, Milley, Goodridge and the
Hon. President.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
remaining orders were deferred,

Hon. President informed the House
that he had received messages from
the Asembly that they had passed the
accompanying bills, in which they
asked the concurrence of the Coun-
cil, namely, An Act to amend the
Education Aect, 1916; An Act to
amend the Act respecting the estab-
lishment of a Permanent Marine Dis-
asters Fund; an Act to amend the act
entitled of the Keeping of Dogs; an
Act to amend the Inflammable Sub-
stances Act 1916; An Act respecting
the reporting of Missing Schooners,
An Act respecting the publication of
the Consolidated Statutes; An Act
respecting the Ministry of Shipping;
An Act to continue in force for a
period of five years after the term-
ination of the war the act in rela-
tion to certain powers in relation to
exports; An Act to amend the Work-
men’s Compensation Act.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis, these
bills were read a first time and or-

dered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

Hon. President read a message
from the House of Assembly that in
résponse to the Council’s request they
had appointed the following select
committee to meet the Council’s com-
mittee in relation to the Military Ser-
Vice Bill; viz., Hon. Prime Minister,
Hu?n. Minister of Finance, Acting
Minister of Militia, Acting Col. Sec-
retary, Acting Minister of Shipping,

Messrs. Goodison, Parsons, Moore and
Currie.

HON. MR. PRESIDENT — 1 beg
leave to inform the House that it 1is
the intention of His Excellency the
Governor to attend here to-morrow at
3 p.m. to give his assent to the Day-
light Saving Bill. It is proposea (v

adjourn the House till then and o
transact such business as may be ne-
cessary at 4 p.m. The Hon. gentle-
men nominees of the Joint Select
Committee on the Military Service
Bill will meet their confreres from
the Lower House and undertake dis-
cussion of the business.

On motion of Hon. M. Ellis the

House adjourned until 2.50 p.m. to-
morrow.

FRIDAY, May 3d.
House opened at 3 p.m. pursuant to
adjournment.

His Ezxcellency the Governor hav-
ing arrived, the Members of the
House of Assembly having been sum-
money to the Bar of the House, His
Excellency was pleased to give his
assent to the Bill Respecting Certain
Changes in the Hourg of the Day and
Night.
second reading of the Bill to
Amend the Patents Act.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This is merely
a formal amendment to make two sec-
tions of the Act read uniformly. At
present persons applying for a patent
are obliged to take an oath that the
patent has not been known or used in
any other country. The object of this
amendment is to allow applicantg to
state in their oath that a patent has
been applied for in other countries.

" On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the Bill
was read a second time and ordered
to be referred to a committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

Second Reading of Publication of
Consolidated Statutes.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This Act will
put the third series of the Consoli-
dated Statuteg intoforce as soon as
the Consolidation Committee submits
its report to the Governor in Council.
The Roll of the Statutes will be de-
posited in the Colonial Secretary’s
Office and countersigned by the Col-



N

/

82 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS.

onial Secretary and Attorney Gen-
eral. This Act avoids the necessity
of passing the whole Act through the
Legislature section by section. It is
mainly a reprint of the Acts which
placed the first and second serieg of
the Consolidated Statutes in force.

The principal exception being that

when the Acts are completed, which
will be in about eight months’ time,
they may be put in force by the Gov-

ernor in Council after scrutiny by the

Attorney General.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill was read g second time and or-
dered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Second reading of Imports and Ex-
ports Restriction Act, 1918.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This is a bill
which is introduced at the request of
the Imperial Government for the pur-
pose of controlling imports and ex
ports after the conclusion of the war.
At the present time the factories of
Germany and the shipping in her har-
bors are not being affected by the
war. Germany ig in g position to
dump her surplus stock in the Empire
or the Allied countries immediately
on the conclusion of the war, unless
some such way as this is taken to re-
gulate imports and exports. This

Bill is g result of the discussionsg at

the Imperial Conferences.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Second Reading of An Act Respect-
ing the Reporting of Missing Schooun-

ers.
f HON. MR. ELLIS—This Bill has

/ been introduced at the reguest of the

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to
avoid the unnecessary expense which

is yearly caused the Government by

sending steamers in search of schoon-
ers alleged to be missing. It often
happens that the schooners which are

supposed to be missing have been
safely anchored in some harbor. Tc
avoid this the Minister suggested tc
the master of every schooner wher
wind or weather bound in any port tc
telegraph his whereabouts to the De.
partment of Marine and Fisheries
under a penalty. Appropriate penalt
ies have been provided and a duty hai
been imposed upon every Customs
Officer when clearing schooners 1«
bring notice of the sections of thi
Act before masters of schooners.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis th
Bill was read g second time and or
dered to be referred to a Committe
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Second reading of an Act Respect
ing the Ministry of Shipping.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This Act create
a Department of Shipping for the pur
pose of organizing and maintaininj
the supply of shipping and dealinj
with matters of transportation b;
land or sea, freight rates, marine in
surance and all questions relating t
the movement of freight in connec
tion with the present war. It give
the Governor in Council power to ap
point a Minister of Shipping, define
the duties of the Minister, ratifies th
appointment of the present Ministe
and confirms all things done by hir
as Minister,

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis th
Bill was read a second time and oz
dered to be referred to a Committe
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Second reading of the Workmen’

. Compensation Bill.

HON. MR. ELLIS.—This is a
amendment to the Workmen’s Com
pensation Act, 1908, to enable an em
ployer who has been served with
notice of an accident apply to th
Court at his own cost and to pay 1
the amount he considers himself liabl
for, before any action has been take
against him. Under the law as |
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now stands he has to wait until the
employee or the dependants of the
deceased employee institute proceed-
ings against him. The second section
of the Bill gives the Rule Committee
of the Supreme Court power to make
rules regulating the practice and
costs.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to bereferred to a Committee

_of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Second Reading of an Act fo
Amend the Education Act.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This is merely
a formal amendment. When the Edu-
cation Act was consolidated in 1916 it
included a pension scheme which wag
practically the same as the scheme
introduced in the Act 2, George V,
Cap. 4, but in the repealing clause of
the Consolidated Act the pension
scheme of 1912 was omitted. The in-
tention of this Act is to remedy this
difficulty and to repeal the pension
scheme of 1912.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill wag read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow

Second Reading of An Act Re-
specting the Marine Disasters Fund.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This is an
amendment of that Act to enable
necessitous persons such as artisans
or laborerg to benefit from the fund.
At present it is confined to fisher-
men and seamen.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on to-morrow.

Second Reading of Inflammable
Substances Aecr.

HON. MR. ELLIS—This is an Act
to increage the specific gravity of
illuminating oil from 8.05 to 8.17.
T}:lere Is another section which pro-
hibits the keeping of more than two

casks of oil in any place in St. John's,
Harbour Grace, Carbonear, Brigus.
This is to prevent persons storing oil
in open spaces which may be a dan-
ger to the public.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on to-morrow.

Second Reading of An Amenament
to the Law Relating to the Keeping
of Dogs.

HON. MR. ELLIS—The object of
this amendment is to enable per-
sons living in an area where the Kecp
ing of dogs is now prohibited to send
a petition to the Governor in Coun-
cil to have the proclamation revoked.
Under the Act ag it now stands no
provision is made for the revocation
of the proclamation and once the Act
is in force it apparently remains in
force forever, owing to the lack of the
necessary machinery being provided
in the Act except by implication.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis the
Bill was read a second time and or-
dered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on to-morrow.

On motion of Hn. Mr. Ellis the
Huse adjourned until Monday next at
4 p.m.

MONDAY, May 6th., 1918.

The House met at 4 o’clock p.m.
pursuant to adjournment.

HON. MR. PRESIDENT informed
the House that he had received a
message from the House of Assem-
bly that they had passed the follow-
ing Bills, in which they asked the
concurrence of the Council: “An Act
to Restrict Temporarily the persons
who may engage in Business Con-
nected with Certain Non-Ferrous
Metals and Metallic Ores,” and “An
Act Respecting the Identification of
Criminals.’

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis ithese
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Bills were read a first time and were
ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

On motion of Hon, Mr. Ellis the
Report of the Joint Select Commit-
tee on the Military Service Bill was
read.

HON. MR. ELLIS—Mr. President
I have the honor to lay on the table
of the House the report of the Joint
Committee on the Military Service
Bill which sets out that the said Bill
has been considered by the Commit-
tee and variougs amendments recom-
mended.

These amendments are embodied in
a draft copy of the Bill attached
hereto.

For the benefit of Hon. members
who were not on the Joint Commit-
tee 1 would say that these amend-
ments are as follows:

First it is proposed to create a
Military Service Board to enforce the
Act.

The second point ig that the age
for inclusion in the First C(Class li-
able for onscription is raised to 25
years instead of being left at twenty
four as in the original bill.

This should give us an extra 200
men, if it assumed as 1 think it
may be fairly be, that the original
five year class from 19 to 24 would
yield us a thousand men.

By this arrangement the younger
lads, those from 19 to 20 who are not
physically matured, can be main-
tained here until they grow stronger,
while the other lads can be sent ov-
erpeas as soon as sufficiently trained.

The third point is that an agree-
‘ent has been reached whereby, the
date originally set for the Proclam-
ation, namely, Empire Day, May 24,
is to stand, with the idea that there-
by we may be able to get a great
number of men to offer themselves
during the intervening days.

The fourth is that in order to nf_
the bringing into St. John’s men ob-
viously unfit for overseas service
such as those with visible deformities
or again those who would come
the exemption clause by reason of
having relatives already in the
ment, the Judges of the Supreme
Court  in their capacity as Tribunals
under the Act may appoint Magis-
trates and others in the outports to
act as Commissioners, for the purpuﬂ'
of granting conditional exemptions,
until the judges can give their final
decision themselves. |

Finally, as already stated, we pro-
pose to exempt Theological Students.

Before closing, Mr. President, T
would like to say a word in recogni-
tion of the spirit displayed by every
member of the Jont Committee 1
the effort to perfect this Bill, and I
think all will agree that the sugges=
tion of the Hon. Mr. Bishop that the
reference of the matter to such a
Committee was a very happy one, and
I think that in view of the very greal
importance of this measure to the
whole country—the success of the
laborgs of this Joint Committee is
something for which we have cause
to be thankful.

I would now move that the report
be received and that a draft Bill be
referred to a Committee of the Whole
House, and if any further informatior
is desired I shall be glad to give it.

HON. MR. BISHOP—Was it not un-
derstood in the Joint Committee that
the proclamation was to be issued
forthwith on the passing of this Bill
and that a Board should be appointec
to be called the Military Service
Board, to whom would be relegatet
the carrying out of the Act under the
proclamation, that the working of thé
Act after the Government had issuet
the Proclamation would be handed t«
thig Board. |

HON. PRESIDENT—That I think i
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true in its essentials, but hardly so
in its details.

HON. MR. BISHOP—If we leave
this as it is at present that could not
be done.

HON. PRESIDENT—The difficult,
that appears, as I see it, is that the
Military Service Board, if given such
power, might call out all four classes
at once. I do not think they would
~do so, but no such power ought to be
vested in any Board. The change my
hon. friend suggests would appear
to be based on the contingency that
the Government may not intend to
carry out the Bill loyally. For m,
part I do not doubt their sincerity and
therefore I would not put too many
obstacles in their way. I think the
Military Service Board should have
the right to make recommendations
as to the calling out of classes or
sub-classes, but it ought not to have
the power to call out men on f{ts
own motion. I suggest we might 1n-
sert the word “forthwith,” which
would require that class one be called
out immediately, but after that I
would allow the Government to have
the power to divide future classes in-
to sub-classes, so that if it were not
necessary the full number in a class
need not be called out.

HON. MR. SQUIRES, K.C. — The
point at issue between the Honorable
the President and the Hon. Mr. Bishop
appears to be clearly defined. It is
NOW understood that the proclama-
tion shall issue immediately upon the
bassing of the Bill, and that the pro-
Clamation shall set the 24th of the
D.resent month of May as the time
limit for Class 1, which is to be call-
€l up under the proclamation to be
Immediately issued to report. The ac-
tual date at which Class 1 shall be
called on to St. John’s for active ser-
vice being left in the hands of the

Military Service Board. Mr. Bishop’s

contention is that the date upon whch
Class 2 shall be called up should be
determined by the Military Service

Board. The President takes the posi-
tion that that date should be deter-
mined by the Governor in Council. I
fully appreciate the fact that the Gov-
ernor in Council, which is the body
responsible for the introduction of
this conscription measure and re-
sponsible for its enforcement, might
not be prepared to hand over their
powers in that ocnnection to a Milit-
ary Service Board. On the other hand
I am of the opinion that it would be
in the interests of the enforcement
of the Act if the calling up of the
various classes were left in the
hands of the Military Service Board
instead of in the hands of the Gov-
ernor in Council. The Military Ser-
vice Board wouid be appointed by
Lthe Governor in Council, and while
no. under their control in the abso-
Iute sense, woHuid nevertheless be
under the guidance of the Governor
In Council and would act in harmony
with the will of the Governor :i
Council. I feel (hat there would be
niore public confidence in the just en-
forcement of th2 Act and in the
freedom of its operationg from polit-
ical and personal inluence i the car-
rving out of the Conscription meas-
ure were left in the hands of a re.
sponsible and representative Board
rather than in the hands of the De-
partent of Justice or Executive Gov-
ernment. It is understood that the
Prime Minister, who is also Minister
of Justice, will within a few weeks
be leaving Newfoundland for Eng-
alnd. He will consequenftly be absent
from Newfoundland during the
months when the enforcement of this
Act will be undertaken and largely
carried out. I consequently feel that
the Bill would be strengthened and
would command a. larger measure of
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sympathy and support if its operation
was, so far as possible, left in the
hands of an independent Board rath-
er than in the hands of the politicians
who constitute the Executive Gov-
ernment.

HON. THE PRESIDENT—I  am
not here to speak for the Govern-
ment, but I strongly maintain that
no Government can be expected to
abrogate its functions and put in the
hands of irresponsible people 80 mo-
mentous a matter as that of calling
out of any class or classes of men
under the provisions of this Act.

When 1 use the term irresponsible,

I do not mean it in any offensive
sense, but in the sense that a Mili-
tary Service Board appointed under
this Act would have no responsibil-
ity to the people such as a Govern-
ment has, and for which it has to
answer to them at the polls. Sever-
al gentlemen of this Chamber and
both Hon. members who have just
spoken, have been members of Exe-
cutive Councils, and would be loth,
I feel sure, to part with the powers
which it is here suggested should be
given to a subordinate Board. This
Board, influenced, solely by a desire
to get men, might feel that the
whole four classes ought to be call-
ed up at once, whereas the Govern-
ment, having not alone to consider
our requirementg from a  military
view point, but also the carrying on
of the Colonys trade and the main-
taining of ‘its sound, economic pos:-
tion, might feel that the need could
be met by calling up only a few hun-
drmj The Governments view would
hay to prevail, else the whole theory
of responsible administration would
gollapse. In no country that I am
aware of, and I have given a good
deal of study to these problems, is
such power vested in any Board as
my Hon. friends suggest placing in

of men is called up by
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the hands of this new Military Ser-
vice Board. In England every claaa:

order-in-
council, and in Canada the same prac
tice prevails. We saw only a few days
ago the whole system of exemptions
in relation to Canadian citizens of )
20, 21 and 22, wiped out and these
men called up peremptorily, not by
the Military Service Board in that
country, but by an Order in Council
framed and passed by the Govern-
ment itself. In the United States,
again, the calling up of men by tne
various drafts is ordered by tue rres-
ident and his Cabinet, not by the or-
ganization created under the Select-
ive Conscription Act. Under these
circumstances, I think that we can-
not assume for a moment that the
Government would consent to have
its functions invaded and its good
faith impugned by any suggestion to
take out of its hands the power to
call up classes or sub-classes from
time to time, and vest such power in
any four or five men appointed un-
der this section for the purpose of
carrying out the Act. |

HON. MR. HARVEY—This clause
which deals with offences against
the Act ig another exaple of a matter
I have taken exception to every year
for probably ten years, that is this
obsolute lack of discretionary power
by the Courts. Just fancy a man, a
labourer without education unable to
read or write, without malice or any
intention of defying the law, failing
to carry out the Act in this regard
and being liable to imprisonment for
not less than one year. 1 object to
that entirely. Suppose a man’s mo-
ther or wife begs him not to go—
there will be many such cases—that
woman is subjected to a penalty of
not less than one years imprison-
ment. And again if no action is to
be taken without the assent of the
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Ministep- of Justice, it means that no
action at all will be taken, because
no Minister of Justice will sue a
woman if he knows she is to be sen-
tenced to a years’ imprisonment for
guch an offence. I dislike these
penalties of “not less than” and
think they should be cut out.

HON. MR. POWER—I quite agree
with Hon. Mr. Harvey. I can con-
ceive of such cases where there might
be a delicate woman, and the very
fact of her man’s going would be en-
ough to cause her to make use of
some expression and if it came to
the ears of a policeman and she was
reported, she would be liable to this

terrible penalty. I must object to
such a law.

HON. PRESIDENT—I was going
to suggest that we put in also a
money fine, Cases as suggested by
my hon. friend might be met by a
fine of say $560, and not be sent to
prison. If we put in a money fine
it might be left to the discretion of
the Magistrate.

HON. MR. ELLIS—I do not think
that is the class of person referred
to at all, these mentioned by Hon.
Mr. Harvey and the President; but
to the out-and-out anti-Conscription-
ist.

HON. THE PRESIDENT—As a fur-
ther precaution, so that no undae
penalty be inflicted I propose that a
section be included to provide for
fines.

The committee rose and reported
the Bill passed with some amend-
mment, which report was received, and
On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis it was
Ordered top be read a third time on to-
morrow.

Second reading of the Legislature
Extension Bill

HON. MR. ELILS—I beg to move
the second reading of this Bill. As I
Stated a few days ago the necessity

for thig Bill is to give the Govern-
ment time to carry out this Conscrip-
tion Bill, and to solve the many prob-
lems that will come before us during
the next year by reason of the lack
of tonnage, shortage of coal and food.
These are principal reasons why the
Government ask for an extension of
their term. If the measure failg to
pass and the Government are com-
pelled to go to the Conscription Bill;
I believe it would be nullified com-
pletely. If we are sincere in the car-
rying out of this I think the measure
should pass unanimously. 1 beg to
move the second reading.

HON. MR. MILLEY — My reasons
for cpposing the second reading of
this Bill are because it has come {w
us from only 13 members of the
House of Assembly, also, and very
important too because the City of St
John'’s is now unrepresented in tha.
House. I am aware that St. John’s
West is represented by the Minister
of Militia, but he is under pay of the
Government, and hag (or ought to
have), all his time taken up in ad-
ministering the affairs of his very
important department. I am also
aware that St. John's East is repre-
sented by Mr. Higgins, but he has- re-
cently accepted the position of Speak-
er and we all know that in accordance
with long established procedure the
Speaker’s voice is very seldom heard
in the House of Assembly on any oc-
casiong except those pertaining to the
exercise of his office. It is therefcre
patent to everybody that  St.
John’s is not represented, while other
parts of the Island have their full
quota of representatives.

The oft-repeated and common sense
maxim ‘“No taxation without repre-
sentation” should not be lost sight of
by this or any other government.

St. John’s has never objected to tax-
ation, it has borne a large share of
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all taxation imposed by this and all

preceding Governments. Last vear
when this House rejected the Profits
Tax Bill, it was sent broadcast over
the world that the wealthy men of
the Upper House objected to tax-
ation. Those who were responsible
for such reports knew full wel: how
maliciously untrue they were, and
some of them have since admitted the
fairness of the attitude of those of
us whose sense of fair play actuated
us to do as we did last year. The
very fact that the Government in-
tends adding an income tax to the
Profits Bill Tax is eloguent proof
of the wisdom of this House last year
in urging a fairer and more reason-
able system of taxation than the one
we considered it wise to reject. As a
result of this wise action on our part
last year we are now deprived of any
power to deal with money bills. We
therefore demand that we have as far
ag St. John’s is concerned, proper
representatives in the House of As-
sembly which is the only place where
we can be heard when matters of tax-
ation are being discussed. I consider
it will be manifestly unfair if another
system of taxation is imposed upon
St. John’'s while we are without any
proper representation in Parliament.

I do not wish to be misunderstood,
and here I wish to call the attention
of the representatives of the press
here present to what I say. I am in
favor of taxation and plenty of it, to
meet the conditions due to the war,
but I am not in favor of taxation
without proper representation being
allowgd to those whose right it is to
decidg the basis upon which such
taxation shall be levied.

I have spoken chiefly of St John’s.
‘have no doubt other gentlemen pre-
sent will press the same claim for
other unrepresented districts. |
would be willing to support an ex-

tension of Parliament if all (or near-
ly all) the members were sitting;
but I cannot assent to an alteration
of our constitution when the request
for it comes from less than half the
members of the Lower House.

Sir Robert Borden wished an ex-
tension of Parliament last year and
could have secured it by a party vote,

but because the opposition would not

make it unanimoug he appealed ‘ to
the country, rather than alter
constitution by a mere party vote.

HON. MR, ELLIS—As the hour is
late, I move the debate on this Bill
be adjourned until to-morrow.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Ellis, the
remaining orders were deferred, and
the House then adjourned unti] to-
morrow at 3.30 p.m.

TUESDAY, May T7th., 1918.
- The House met at 3.30 pursuant to
adjournment.

The Military Service Bill ag amend-
ed was read a third time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the House of
Assembly with a message asking for

their concurrence in the amend-
ments.
Second Reading of Legislature

(Extension) 1918 Bill.
HON. MR, GOODRIDGE—Mr. Presi-

dent before this Bill is read a second
time I would like to say a few words.

I will be brief. The Bill is a very
important one and requires of all
very serious reflection and consid-
eration. There was nothing more or
less than an attempt on the part of
the Government to bracket this Bill
wih the Conscription one. I personal-
ly fail to see any Kkinship between .
them. I do not see any affinity be-
tween these twpo bills, The one is a
very proper one. One most necessary
in order to do our duty towards the
Mother Country and ourselves, and
very properly it has passed through

the
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all its stages in this House unani-
mously. But this Bill ig one that I
do not feel I ought to allow to pass
without recording my strong oppos-
ition to it.
Government. We have not an elect-
ive Assembly. They are there as a
Government simply by process of un-
scrupulous conduct—conduct which
ought to make thig House very care-
ful of the powers which it is asked
to place in their hands, for about two
years. A Government composed as it
is of a majority made up of selr-
vants of the Government or officials
deriving emolumentary beneitf from
the existence of this Government.
According to the Constitution the
House of Assembly should consist of
thirty-six members, while as it now
standg five of these seats are vacant;
two are dead, and four are absent
from the country. Mr. Morine I notice
has come back, which reduces this
number to three. Taking this eleven
from the normal 36 you have but Zb;
of that 25 the majority are office
holders, whose interests are to hold
on to office as long as possible. It
is true they claim to have taken the
positions from patriotic motives, but
why should they continue it longer?
Why not let them appeal to the coun-
try now? Why are they not pre-
pared now as I believe they were last
spring? Having taken a Registration
and shown themselves ready for an
election there is no reason why such
siculd not be held here now. Why
not do here as they have done in
Canada and Australia; and why re-
gard the Military Service Act as an
excuse for making it necessary to
hold themselves in office over - their
time. Why need the Government stay
in power on account of this Act. They

have carefully provided themselves
for the future by getting depart-
ments created to look after this. We

We have not an elective
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have for carrying out the Conscrip-
tion Act a department. We have a
department also to look after the
Tonnage question. We have a body
for 1'ond Control, Sir, a body of which
you yourself are Chairman,—and I
fail to see how we have been so af-
fected in Newfoundland as to be un-
able to hold an election.

Now, Sir, this Bill comes up to us
and it is for us to see how it is sent
up. It was created and passed in
the Lower House by 13 to 2. Thirteen
is one vote above a quorum which is
twelve. There were ten members
absent from the House when the vote
was faken, and we cannot but as-
sume that their absence was purpose-
ly arranged to save them from voting
in favor of this measure: otherwise
they were grossly negligent in their
duties and we may fairly assume that
they were opposed to this Bill.

Now these are serious considera-
tions for us to think over before we
grant an extension of Parliament.

It is contrary to the Constitution
that the term of Parliament should
he extended, but it was in the Im-
perial Parliament, but that case ig as
different from ours as chalk is from
cheese. It prides itself upon its hon-
cur, and the government is not a
matter of bargaining as it was in this
cese. They have extended their Par-
iament, it is true, but if it is so it
13 only the exigencies of the case that
made it so. This Bill comes to this
Hcuse as the act of a body of men,
ail of whom are office holders who
are anxious to hold on to the spoils
¢f office for another two years, as if
the election is postponed it will near-
ly be that period before they require
to meet, and yet we are asked to
continue the power in the hands of

these men. Now, Sir, we know very
well what has been said and written
that there are memberg of that gov-




90 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS.

ernment very fond of that cry known
as (Confederation. We Eknow they
have been associated with outside
men of very great influence who are
in favor of Confederation, and what
is to prevent these thirteen men from
carrying Confederation into existence.
They have the power but lack the
principle. 1 say again the Govern-
ment is not an elected one
and nct representative. They aro
there simply through false and
improper use of their power
There is no more difficulty in an elec-
tion in Newfoundland where the peo-
ple are morelaw-abiding than in any
other colony. This election ough® to
come off next October, and if people
are seriously considering their posi-
tion they will throw out thig bill and
let the Government go to the country,
and if the people then sustain then,
let them stay there; they will then
be there by the voice of the people.
Some may say the people do not want
a change, but how do they know that;
let the people choose. It is one of
the glorious principles of our Consti-
tution that we should have representa
tion. I say again we have no similar-
ity to the British Parliament, where a
very large number of the members
are engaged in doing their duty on
the fields of France and Flanders, and
many of them unfortunately have
been killed. The same power that
these men here have displayed in bar-
ring the people from their proper
representation is that by which we
are now asked to entrust them with
power for another two years. The
election was postponed last fall on
the score of economy. Economy!
Economy | associated with this Gov-
ernment, 'when we look and see how
money i{s daily squandered; how parts

of the' country are favored at the ex-
pen of others, and for the benefit
of /associations or companies. Every

vacancy that occurs in the Old Cﬂunf;
try is immediately filled, and there is
no reason why we cannot have an
election here in October. 1 do not
know that I need enlarge on this mat-
ter now, when we go into Committee
I may have more to say. I beg fo
record my strong opposition to this
Bill.

HON. MR. GIBBS—I desire to make
some references with respect to the
measure now before this House. 1
would point out to honourable gentle-
men that in considering this Bill and
n coming to a decision as to how
they shall record their votes, it would
be well for them to reflect: upon the
act that a very grave constitutional
question is at stake. The history of
representative government down
through the ages has been one of bit-
ter sacrifice and struggle upon the
part of men who set duty before self
interest; who put the interest of the
state before their ease and indulgence
in order that those who come after
hem might enjoy a greater measure
if freedom. The rights which w2 en- .
joy today have not been won without
much sacrifice, trial and tribulation.

We are asked in this legislation,
which now comeg before us, to give
up that which is so surrounded by
heroism and sacrifice upon the part
of men who strove to do their duty
and to give to the world representa-
tive government and democratic in-
stitutions such as we now enjoy in
this country. It is true, Sir, that in-
roads have been made from time to
time upon representative government
and that some who enjoyed privileges
endeavoured to retain them at the
expense of the people, but it is the
proudest boast of English history that

there have always been found mey
who braved danger and rose superior
to their own private considerations in

order that they might win from tne
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privileged classes that which was ne-
cessary for the betterment of the

masses.
If we are asked, what are the prac-
tical results of the work of these men,
we have to tell the questioner to look
around him, and in the sight which
meets his eyes will be found the ready
answer. On every side he will see
liberty, prosperity and happiness. In
our system of Government we intrust
in the hands of the majority for a
limited period certain rights and du-
ties. We have in this Dominion, as in
other parts of the Empire, what is
known as party government. Parties
seek the vote of the electorate upon
certain defined policies, and the elec-
tors in turn pass judgment upon those
policies and select by secret ballot
the party and political principles hy
which tocarry out a certain line of
policy. It is returned for a speciic
period, and it must abide by the laws
and customs of the country In the
powers that are conferred we Kkeep
alive the spirit of liberty, because if
the constitution of the country did
not limit and define the period for
which g Government can exist, then
of course there would be no liberty
in that country, where rights and du-
lies of Governments are not limited

Let us examine what are the limi-
tations which we place upon Govern-
ments in this country? If we looked
at the law we will find that it is ex-
pressly laid down that “The House of
Assembly shall continue, notwith-
standing the demise of His Majesty,
for four years from the day on which
it shall by proclamation be appointed
10 meet, unless sooner dissolved, and
No longer.” It ig not possible to put
into the English language words
which more clearly define and lay
down theprinciple that the House of
Assembly shall continue for {four
years and no longer, unless sooner

dissolved. That is the law, and are
we, who are supposed to be law mak-
ers going to be law breakers? Are we
going to set an example in the mak-
ing of laws, and then be breakers of
them? This, Sir, is the position we
are asked to place ourselves. The
words respecting the death of lis
Majesty are there because years ago
his death dissolved the legislature,
and as that was undesirable the law
was amended.

Now let us go further into this
question, The law also provides that
whenever a vacancy occurs in a seat
in the House of Assembly, the Gov-
ernor shall within six months issue a
writ for a bye election. It does not
say he may, but it plainly states that
he shall. 1t is imperative. There is
no discretion in the matter. This law
has been openly and fragrantly vio-
lated for some time past, and we are
now asked to continue and to ac-
quiesce in the violation of these laws
further.

L.et us proceed and examine the
conditions of affairs in this country.
The law very clearly says that “no
person, except Departmental heads,
shall be eligible to be elected or shall
sit or vote as g member of the House
of Assembly, who shall hold any of-
fice, place or appointment of profit
or emolument, under the Government
of the Colony, or from any board
or public body connected with it, or
who shall directly or directly by
himself or by any person in trust for
him, or for his use and benefit, or on
his account, undertake, execute or en-
ter in whole or in part, and contract
or agreement for or on account of
the public services.” Now has this
law been carried out? It is just as
well for honourable gentlemen to look
this matter squarely in the face. Hon-
ourable gentlemen know quite well
that there are men who have been
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appointed to positions by the Govern-
ment of this country who are still
members of the Legislature, who re-

tain their seats in the lower chamber

in open violation of the very law
which I have just quoted. Three gen-
tlemen were appointed to different po-
sitions, one a Purchasing Agent, one
a Judge of the Central District Court,
and the third as Controller; yet each
of these are today members of the
House of Assembly, notwithstanding
the fact that it is a gross violation of
the Taw. I desire to ask honourable
gentlemen in this House if they are
prepared to vote for a continuance of
this disgraceful condition of affairs,
for a violation of public rights that
would not be tolerated for twenty-
four hours in any part of the Empire
except this country. Was public op-
inion fallen so low; are we so apathe-
tic and indifferent to our rights, to
purity of our representatives, to the

necessities of electing men who are

not the paid servants of governments.
Are we going to permit representa-
tion of the people by men who are
holding their positions at the will of
authority who must of necessity do as
their masters tell them in order to
hold their positions. This is the con-
dition of affairs which thig bill asks
us to continue.

The law which is as clear as it is
possible for the English language to
make it, further provides that “when-
ever any member of the House of
Assembly of this Colony shall ac-
cept any office, place, or appointment
of profit under the Crown or under
the Government of this Colony, he
shall byl writing under his hand, ten-
der tc} he Government his resigna-
tion of his seat ags a member of the
House of Assembly.” Now! has this
layy been observed? All honourable

ntlemen need do is to let their

inds go back a short while, and as
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1 have already pointed out, they will
remember that members of the
House of Assembly were appointed
to public positions nntwifﬁstfamding
the fact that the Act says, that in |
such cases they shall tender their
resignation. They have not done so
up to the present time. In fact one
of them in open hostility to the very
spirit of the Act has taken his seat in

the House of Assembly this present

session. Are we going to tolerate this
state of affairs? Is that the example
we are going to set to the country and
to the rising generation? Is this the
precedent we would set to the vouth
of to-day, who are growing to the
manhood of to-morrow.

We are asked to extend the life of
a Legislature whose councils are
controlled, which is not free to pass
legislation and to do work that is es-
sential and necessary for the welfare
of thig country. I submit, Mr. Pres-
ident, that it must therefore be ap-
parent to honorable gentlemen that
the Constitution limits the life of a
parliament to a period of four years,
beyond which it cannot be extended
without the consent of those . who
made it. Those who made that Con-
stitution can abrogate it, amend it
or extend it as the case may be. The
people of the country are the makers
of the Constitution and they are the
only ones who can alter it, amend it
or extend it. It may be said by some
honourable gentlemen who do not
agree with me in my opposition to
this measure that the people of this
country elected the present legis-
lature. That is correct but not the
present government. The people of
this country never elected them. The
present government ig the result of a
dishonest and corrupt bargain made
by politicians in this country in order
to carry their ambitious schemeg and

designs. Our Government, like all
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other representative governments
within the Empire, ig elected for a
specific period. When that period ex-
pires it ceases to be representative
and its continuance is in opposition
to the law and the constitution of the
country. A legislature must repre-
sent the whole people, not a part, or
a section of it; but the whole peo-
ple. What is the composition of the
present legislature? Does it re-
present the people according to the
spirit of the Constitution? It does
nct, for a large number of the elect-
ors of this country are not represent-
ed at all; they have no voice what-
ever in the enactment of legislation.
As has been pointed out by the hon-
ourable member on my left, in a
house now composed of fifteen mem-
bers thirteen out of thirty-six have
sent this legislation here to us for
our approval. Thirteen of them have
sent thisg bill here and have asked us
to pass and seal it with our approval.

The Districts of St. Barbe, Fortune
Bay, Placentia Bay, Bonavista Bay,
St. John's East and West are either
not represented at all or only part-
lally so. Notre Dame Bay, Bay de
Verde and Harbor Main are short of
their representation in the Legis-
lature at the time this Bill was be-
fore them, and consequently the
people of the districts I have named
Wer not consulted about it, and had
o voice in the enactment of this leg-
islation in the House of Assembly.

Now if we compute the population of
the constituencies 1 have named, we
find that in the aggregate, they form
a majority of the population of the
Whole country. This, Sir, is a very
Serious aspect of affairs.

According to the last census Bona-
Vista District has a population of 22,-
894 persons: Bay de Verde has 10,213;
Carbonear b,114; St. John’s East 25,-
35; St. John’s West 20,550: Placen-
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tia and St. Mary’s 16,099;; Hr. Main
9,471; Fortune Bay, 9,889; Burgeo
and Lga Poile 7,193, and St. Barbe 10,-
481. These figures show a total popu-
lation of 137,639, or more than half
the population of Newfoundland.

If we compute the population of
districts which are short of their full
representation in the Legislature,
and those districts with no represeat-
ation at all in the Assembly, we will
find that 90,246 citizens had no voice
or part whatever in the enactment of
this legislation. It is not possible to
find such g condition of affairs exist-
ing in any part of the world, even in
countries where autocracy is ruling.
It would be difficult to find a Legisla-
ture which does not represent one-
half the electorate asking for the
enactment of this Bill.

Conditions such as I have described
demand the serious attention of all
irrespective of political views and
party affiliations. Nothing can do
more harm or give affairgs a more un-
satisfactory aspect than the passage
of this bill without the people’s seal
and approval being first placed upon
it.

We find in the present Legislature
members who have no intentinn
whatever of again seeking re-election,
men who have been promised posi-
tions, or who have their commissions
in their pockets. If vou eliminate
those who are promised positions, or
who have promises of “positions in
writing, I do not think you will find
more than nine members of that
body who voted for this bill now be-
fore us, because, any man there with
a promise of a position or with his
commission in his pocket, ceases to
pe a member and has no right to
vote on g bill of this character.

Another section of the representa-
tives are the servants of industrial
corporations. The aims of these cor-
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porations are known to all of us. Tt
s not necessary for me to refer to
hat. These men cannot exercise the
ree-will which their positions as 1e-

presentatives of the Legislature not
only calls for, but demands. I now

efer to members who are supposed
o represent the Fishermen’s Protec-
ive Union, and in referring to them I
do not do so in their persoal cap-
acity. I speak only of their public
character, as public servants, as re-
presentatives of the people. Messrs.
Abbott and Winsor, members for
Bonavista, I understand, are employ-
ed by the Union Trading Company.
Mr. Grimes, member for Port de
Grave, is in the employ of the Union
Trading Company as well. Mr. Half-
yard, the present Acting Colonial
Secretary, was until quite recently an
employee. The Prime Minister, Dr.
Lloyd, was likewise until recently
the solicitor of the F. P. U. and its
subsidiary companies. Mr. Jennings,
member for Twillingate, is another
employee of the Trading Company.
The President of the Trading Com-
pany does not mince words when
he says “the aims and objects of the
Union are represented by him aand
have for their object the domination
of the public life of this country.”

The paid servants of the Industrial
and Trading Companies are some of
the members who voted for the ex-
tension of the life of this Parliament.

In a House of fifteen members there
are, I think, nine members who are
not connected with companies refer-
red to, who voted for this bill. There

is still another serious view of the
question to which perhaps Honour-
able gentlemen have not given a

thought. /It is this: The members of
he Fishermen’s Protective Union who
are at present in the Legislature, ac-
cord to some rule of that associa-
tion,/when seeking the support of the

organization must pledge themselves
under oath that they will obey
dictates of the Council, which nomin-
ated them.

In connection with this matter, I
do not ask Honourable gentlemen to
take my word for the correctness of
the statemet. They need only turn
to the official organ of the organiza-
tion, the “Evening Advocate,” and in
the issue of November 19th last, we
find there stated in the report of the
Convention held at Catalina, the fol-
lowing: “Every candidate selected
by the F. P. U. is now to sign a pledge
0 resign seats in the Assembly when
called upon to do so by a petition
properly signed by a majority of the
electorate of g District. No Union
upport will be given any candidate
that refuses to sign such a pledge.
Union memberg are by their oath
bound to resign seats in the Assembly
when called upon to do so by the Dis-
trict Council that selected them as
well as by g petition signed by a ma-
jority of their constituents. Members
by their oath are bound to resign
their seats in the Legislature should
they be called upon to do so by the

District Council that nominated
them.”

The oath they take is not alone
illegal, but it strikes at the very foun-
dation of the freedom of the Legisla-
ture. These membhers are not free
agents, a restraint is placed by that
cath upon their Iliberty of action;
they do not and cannot represent
the country, they are subject to the
dictation and control of the council
that nominates them.

In a legislature, of the composi-
tion of the present, can it be said that
the welfare of the country is the ob-
Ject aimed at in legislation emanat-
ing from such g source. Honourable
gentlemen in this branch of the Leg-
islature are supposed, when occasgion

the °
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demands, to rise superior to party and
political affiliations and deal with
Rills from the view-point of the best
interests and welfare of the country.
The time has now arrived, as never
before, when it becomes imperative
for us to act and deal with this ques-
tion from a constitutional standpoint;
otherwise, what is going to become
of our representative government? Is
it to exist in name only? Are we to
have the shadow and not the sub-
stance?

We are told that, because of the
tremendous struggle now raging in
Europe an election is not desirable. A
distinguished cleric some time ago
sounded a note of warning in this
country when he said: “Let the peo-
ple therefore take warning and be-
ware lest the well-meaning sacrifices
made by citizens of every class and
party in the public interest be ex-
ploited for their own ends by thogze
who are always found ready to use
even the gravest national emergen-
cies for their own advantage.”
Whether the distinguished gentleman,
when he uttered those words, had
such a state of affairs in view as now
confronts ug it is difficult for us to
determine, but he at least foresaw
with the wisdom of a seer, the condi-
tion of affairs that we are now deal-
ng with. Upwards of six months azo
€ warned the country of what is now
aking place.

The war I contend, and honestly so,
is made to serve g kind of camouflage
to cover the designs and aims of those
who today control the Government.
Many of us have read that in all ages
and lands national crises and disturb-
€d conditions have been taken advan-
tage of by designing men for ulterior
motives, and we have history repeat-
ing itself today in our own country.
In other countries, 'as pointed out by
the Homnourable Mr. Goodridge, elec-

tions have taken place. They have
been able to find time notwithstand-
ing their magnificent contributions to
Empire to place public matters before
the people and to ask their opinion on
the public questions that contront
them, and the people in all instances
have given satisfactory answers. Why
should we here not have an election.
What ig there going on here in this
country that the people should not be
given the right to say who shall rule
and control the destinies of the coun-
try? There is nothing that should
engage our attention more seriously
than matters of this kind. We are
told that we are not to have an elec-
tion because it is unpatriotic to do so.
Not patriotic! Is patriotism of a dif-
ferent type here from that found in
other parts of the Empire

This comes from a House tha* is
absolutely controlled by Ministers of
the Crown. Out of thirteen who voted
for this measure in the Lower House,
eight are Ministers of the Crown.
Even though the Legislature had not
thug lost its independence of charac-
ter, we might under the circumstanc-
es very rightly ask, what right have
we to violate the law under which
it came into existence? Its very ex-
istence depends upon that law, it
could not exist one moment without
that law being there. Everything we
do in life is subject to the control of
some kind of order, either of national
or divine origin. If we had no law,
for that is what this bill means we
must eventually revert to chaos, and
anarchy must prevail.

Perhaps some hon. gentlemen may
say that they see no harm in consent-
ing to the passage of thig bill by vot-
ing for it, but I would remind the
House that when you establish a pre-

cedent vou do not know where it
will end.

It may be an invasion of the Consti-
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tntioral rights of the country and the
people today, it may be a violation of
property rights tomorrow. Once You
admit a vicious principle of this
character vou do not know where it
will stop. The viciousness of this
principle can be seen if the hon.
gentlemen will only think over the
matter seriously. We are asked to es-
tablish a precedent that is foreign to
the spirit of legislation in the Empire.
It has never before been attempted in
the other Dominions. Once we admit
that the political expediency or a cris-
is such as we are now passing through
may be used tgo violate the Constitu-
tion under which we live, then we are
standing on very dangerous ground.
All we have to do is to read the les
son of English history, and learn for
ourselves that invasions of this char-
acter have always been attended with
dangerous consequences. The bright-
est pages of English history are those
in which such encroachments have
been resisted. Men have gone to their
death resisting invasions of their
rights, such as are being attempted
here today.

I think it was Sir Philip Francis,
in his appeal to the people of Eng-
land when they were struggling and
making sacrifices to wrest from the
privileged classes the rights essen-
tial for the welfare of England and
its people, who said: “Never suffer an
invasion of your political constitution
however minute the instance may ap-
pear, to pass by without determined
perservering resistance. One prece-
dent creates another. They soon ac-
cumulate and constitute law. What
yesterd ig fact, today is doctrine.
EampleT’ are supposed to justify the
most /dangerous measures and when
they do not suit exactly the deafet is
supplied by analogy. Be assured the

lgws which protect wus in our -civil

kights grow out of the constitution
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and they must fall or flourish with
itﬂ

He warns the people never to suf-
fer an invasion of their rights no
matter how minute, without a deter-
mined resistance against it.

Now thig Bill, as I have said, is the
outcome of a dishonest and corrupt
bargain between politicians. It does .
not date from to-day or yesterday,
but goes back further, before the war
commenced. We are asked to pro-
long the life of the Legislature be-
cause it suits the designs and ambi-
tions of scheming politicians.

Another eminent man whose name
will be cherished as long as the great
Republic of the TUnited States lives,
Daniel Webster, in a celebrated
speech of hig said: “The spirit of
liberty is indeed a bold and fearless
spirit, but it is also a sharp-sighted
spirit, it is cautious, sagacious, dis-
criminating far-seeing, intelligent; it
ig jealous of encroachment, jealous of
power, jealous of man. It demands
checks, it seeks for guards, it insisis
on securities, it entrenches itself in
strong defences, and fortifies itself
with all possible care against the as-
saults of ambition and passion. It
does not trust the amiable weakness
of human nature, and therefore it will
not permit us to overstep its pre-
scribed limits, though benevolence,
good intent, and patriotic purposes
come glong with it.” |

The principle introduced in this
Bill is g far reaching one in its ap-
plication, because the right of elec-
tion is ‘'of the very essence  of the
Constitution under which we live,
and if you take away thig treasured
right of choosing representatives and
deprive the people of it you throw
down and dismantle an edifice reared
by the sacrifices of men in other ages.
To admit the right, to change the
Constitution without the consent of
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he Committee have leave to sit again
on Monday.

Mr. Walsh asked the Hon. the Prime
Minister to inform the House (a) if
there are anv claims against the Do-
minion by the late Prime Minister,
Baron Morris; (b) if so, to table a
statement showing the amount of such
claim or claims, and what for?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I know
of no such claim. The Baron has no
claims against the Dominion that 1
know of.

Mr. Walsh asked the Hon. the Act-
ing Colonial Secretary ,(a) whether
the Voters List taken throughout the
Dominion last fall were completed;:
(b) the cost of the said work, and
the names of the parties to which pay
ments were paid or will be paid on
account of the said work.

Mr. Walsh asked the Hon. the Act-
ng Colonial Secretary to lay on the
table of the House a detailed state-
ment showing the nature of the work
performed by Mr.- Bennett for the sum
of $962.50 which appears in the pub-
ic accounts under the heading of War
Expenses for the year ending June
30th, 1917.

MR. CURRIE—I may say that these
questions have already been answer-
ed.

The remaining orders
Were deferred.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

It was moved and seconded that
When the House rises, it adjourn un-
til tomorrow, Saturday, May 4th, at
three of the clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly,

of the day

SATURDAY, May 4th, 1918.

The House met at three of the clock

In the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
ment,

' HON. MR. (ROSBIE—Mr. Speaker
beg to present a petition from the

inhabitants of Freshwater in connec-
tion with the Fishery Rules. They
ask that the rule passed last season
with reference to Carbonear Islands
be rescinded and that the date for
setting traps may be June 5th. The
petition has been signed by nearly all
the inhabitants of Freshwater; and it
has been made to obviate the troubie
which has arisen almost every season.
I ask that it be referred to the De-
partment of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries.

MR. ABBOTT—Mr. Speaker, I beg
to present a petition from Somerville,
Bonavistg District, asking that Somer
ville be connected by telephone or
telegraph with Southern Bay.

I also beg to present a petition from
the same locality asking that a post
office be placed in a central place in
Somerville. The petition also asks
that a man from Somerville be ap-
pointed to carry the mails from Som-
erville to Princetown.

These two petitions are largely
signed, practically by all the inhabi-
tantg of Somerville, and I think the
requests are reasonable. I hope the
Government will see its way clear to
accede to the prayers of the petition-
ers. I ask that they be referred to
tlic departments towhich they relate.

Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary
gave notices of motion.

MR. GOODISON—Mr. Speaker, I
beg to present three petitions from
Carbonear on the subject of the price
of fish shipped from the coast, ask-
ng that the Government take some
steps so that the people need not
carry the fish home. I will not read
these petitions as they are along
lines gimilar to other petitions al-
ready presented to this House. 1 ask
that they be referred to the Depart-
ment to which they relate.

Hon. Acting Colonial Secretary
gave notice that he would on tomor-
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itled “An Act to amend the Ship-
building Act, 1916.” |

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of the Hon. Minister of Finance and
Customs, the House resolved itself
nto a Committee of the Whole to con-

row ask leave to introduce a Bill en-
titled “An Act to amend the Weights
and Measures Act, Cap. 10, 6 George
(1916.)

Hon. the Prime Minister on behalf
of the Select Committee presented

the following report:

“The Select Commitfee appointed
to consider and enquire into the pe-
tition of the Reverend William H.
Thomas, and others with respect to
a proposed bill to vest in the Congre-
gational Home Missionary Society of
Newfoundland certain lands and pro-
perty within the Colony, beg to re-
port: That they have considered the
same and beg to present the accom-
panying Bill for the consideration of
the Legislature.

(Sgd.) W. F. LLOYD,
J. R. GOODISON,
J. S. CURRIE.
Assembly Rooms,
May 4th, 1918.”

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and the Bill entitled
“An Act for the more effectual trans-
fer of certain properties to the Con-
gregational Home Missionary Society
of Newfoundland” was introduced and
read a first time, and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no-
tice that he would on tomorrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act toamend the Act respecting the
Wills and Estates of Members of the
Newfoundland Regiment, and of the
Newfoundland Branch of the Roval
Naval Reserve and other Volunteers,
Cap. XVI.,, 8 George V.”

Acting | Minister of Militia gave no-
tice that! he would on tomorrow ask
leave to introduce a. bill entitled “An
Act to amend the War Pensions Act,
1917

inister of Marine and Fisheries
ve notice that he would on tomor-
‘ow ask leave to introduce a Bill en-

sider certain resolutions the Raising
of a Sum of Money by Loan for Naval

and Military Purposes.”
Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com- '

mittee.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS—Mr. Chairman,
moving these resolutions, it may per-
haps be well for me to review to the
House our financial position with re-
ference to War expenditures from
August 14th up to the present time.
Ag you all know, the War broke out
on August 4th, 1914. Immediately
the Government, on behalf of the Col-
ony, offered certain naval and milit-
ary forces, and the Imperial author-
ities accepted the same,.
in September, we called a session of
the Legislature to take the necessary
steps for raising a contingent for
service uverseﬂs,k for enlarging the
Naval Reserve, and for the enactment
of such laws as were required in view
of the crisis confronting us. To meet

our initial war outlay, it became ne-

cessary for us to have money at once,
sO a lecan was obtained from the Brit-
ish Government, and also one from
the Bank of Montreal. The total
amount was about two million dollars
which carried us along for practically
two years. At the end of that period
we were asked to pay the money back
and you may remember that in the
session of 1916 a Loan Bill was pass-
ed authorizing the raising of five mil-
lion dollars, two million for railway
purposes and three millions for war
purposes, two millions of the latter
sum to be devoted to repaying tae
Imperial authorities and the Bank of

in

Then, early '




Montreal, and the balance to be used
in meeting our war obligations for
the ensuing twelve months, together
with the surplus revenue accruing
during that priod. In the autumn of
1916 Sir Edward Morris visited the
United States and effected that Loan
at termsg which were regarded as sat-
isfactory. When this amount was eX-
hausted early last year, we borrowed
a further sum from the Imperial au-
thorities of about one and a half mil-
lions and at the last session passed a
measure authorizing the raising of a
loan of three million dollars for naval
and military purposes. It was the in-
tention then that our former Premier
should endeavour to raise this loan
also in the United States, or in the
Mother Country, but when he visited
America last spring he found that
the gsecond “Liberty Loan” was being
placed on the market by the American
rovernment themselves, and that they
were unwilling that outside Govern-
ments should try to effect loans in
heir country under the conditicns
which then existed. Sir Edward Mor-
ris after studying the whole situation
came to the conclusion that it would
not be wise to attempt the flotation
of any loan at that time, but wait un-
til the American market should be
normal again, Unfortunately, however
America is now in the war to such an
extent, and her participation is call-
ing for such enormous outlays by her
that she is virtually a bidder in the
money market the whole time.- Twice
last year she has hadto raise Liberty
Loans and once already this year she
hag done so, and will undoubtedly
].mvﬂ to make another attempt later
In 1918, and in between she is always
selling Treasury Bonds, War Savings

Bonds, and other eollateral for mon-
€¥s which she absolutely needs to
Make good her efforts to play an im-
Portant part in this struggle. As a
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consequence there is little or no
hance for any outsideiagency to se-
cure money in America today. Indeed
hings have now got to a stage there
where the Federal Government has
taken over complete control of the
matter of permitting the raising of
loans by State, City or other Govern-
ments, or even the raising of loans for
corporation, business or other com-
mercial purposes. At the same time,
because of thé great demand for
money by the Entente Nations, the
price of interest has gone up so that
loans easily command today frorma 6
to 7 per cent. interest, and in some
cases even more than that. For in-
stance, Canada’s Victory Loan, float-
ed last September, really cost that
country 7 per cent. according to a
statement made by the Acting Minis-
ter of Finance of Canada in the House
of Commons, Ottawa, last month, on
April 12th to be precise. He showed
that the loan itself cost 5.70 to raize
and that the expenses in connection
therewith amounted to 1 1-4 per cent.
being 6.97 altogether, or say 7 per
cent, for the money. What I mean
by 5.70 is that a 5 1-2 per cent. bond
was sold at a discount equivalent to
5.70 and the 1 1-4 per cent. extra was
to cover the cost of the loan cam-
paign throughout the Dominion, name-
ly, advertising, canvassing, etc. You
can see therefore that this means
that Newfoundland cannot expect to-
day toget money at anything less
than 7 per cent. and probahly 7 1-4,
because we have not the standinz be-
fore the world that Canada has and
cannot hope tomake as good g bar-

gain. When Sir Edward Morris re-
gigned the Premiership, withdrew
from public life, and decided to re-

main in England permanently, I had
to take up the work of dealing with
this loan matter, and accordingly 1
visited Canada some time ago and
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also America in relation to money
matters. I had no difficulty either in
Montreal or in New York in finding
people ready to handle this loan for
us, but when I took into consideration
the amount I would have to pay for
it, the market price in Canada and
America today and the difficulties in
the way, I advised the Prime Minis-
ter, Dr. Lloyd, that before we took
up the loan at the figures ruling in
the neighbouring countries, it would
perhaps be in the interests of all con-
cerned if we gave our own peopl: a
chance to invest their money in a
Newfoundland loan at similar rates
of interest. I formed this conclusion
from the fact that there are in the
Savings Banks of this country today
about sixteen million dollars, and
there must be many more millions in
the homes of the people all around
the country. The money in the Sav-
ings Banks is only bringing 3 per cent
and it occurred to me that with the
inducement of 6 or 7 per cent. held
out to them, many people would be
willing, for reasons of business and
patriotism combined, to invest their
money in War PBonds at so satisfac-
tory a rate of interesi as I have indi-
cated I felt that if I went outside
an. jlaced this Loan in Canad: or
America at these rates, T would be
justiy open to the charge that instead
of giving the interest on this money
te cur cwn people I would be giving
it to strangers, and that if our people
were prepared to invest their money
1 the Loan, do a patriotic service,
nd double the interest at the same

time, it was my bounden duty to do
S0.

I know ’nf no reason why our peo-
ple 51101:{1{1 not invest their money in

this loan. A man without money nat-
urally looks round him and asks:
“Wlhiat security have I got if I lend
my money?’ The answer to that,
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Mr. Chairman, is that the security of
the Dominion of Newfoundland is the
best possible security. This is War
time and we know that if Britain goes
under, Canada goes under, Newfnund%
land goes under, and the whole Em-
pire goes under. |

On the hand, if DBrita 5
floats, all the Dominions will ﬂnat,-‘.

and we will float with them. There is
no reason whatever why our people
should not take hold of this loan.
Newfoundland is financially in as
good g position as any other depea-
dency of the Empire and possibly.in
a better position than some. We all
know that the banks amongst us are
making lots of money, that the coun-
try is enjoying unequalled prosperity,
and that times were never so good as
at present; and if that is the case,
who are benefitting but our own peo-
ple. Since the days of the Bank
Crash there has been no money in-
vested locally in banks but large
sums of money have been invested in
loans, bonds and other securities out-
side the Colony; indeed a goodly por-
tion of it in gections of Canada from
which no return will ever be received.
A1l the profit made on the money de-
posited in our local banks is sent to
Canada and the United States. All
the surplus money held in the four
Canadian Banks doing business in
this country today, which is not need-
ed for the commercial requirements
of the Colony, is sent away and loan-
ed out to people in Canada and Am-
erica at 6 and 7 per cent., while the
people who own the money have to
be satisfied with 3 per cent. There-
fore it is only a case of looking the
proposition straight in the face and
asking ourselves are we prepared to
take the chdance of lending our mon-
eys to our own country and receiv-
ing the big interest which is certain
t{} come hﬂﬂk—rtﬂ us., It is an oppor-

other



tunity, I think,. that each and every
one of us ought to take. It is an op-
portunity that I think each and every
business man in this country will
agree with me we should take. Every
right-thinking man will admit that it
is the proper thing for us to offer
the loan loecally, and the proper thing
for the people here to subscribe to it
and take it up. I found when I was
in Canada that I could get all the
money wewanted under this loan in
24 hours if I was prepared to pay the
market price, but when I thought of
the sixteen million dollars in the
banks here only earning 3 per cenz, 1
felt it my duty to first place this pro-
posal before our own people, saying
to myself that if I did not give them
the opportunity to finance this loan, I
would deserve to be hooted from this
House. I laid my views before the
Government, and they coincided with
me, so I decided to return and offer
the loan in the local market, so if our
people are not satisfied to take their
money from the banks and buy our
bonds, wecan go to Canada and the
United States and raise that loan at
the market price and  distribute
amongst strangers thelarge interest
which our own people would not ac-
cept. That is the reason why I am
here today askng for a loan of six
million dollars, a sum which I could
Obtain tomorrow by telegraphing to
Canada, and it now rests with our
people as to whether they will do
their duty or not. The total amount
spent tp date by this country for war
purposes is about five and a half mil-
lion dollars. That is our full war
ill to date, and when we spread that
amount over the number of months
ince the beginning of hostilities. I
hink you will agree with me that it

8§ a very small outlay compared with
Other countries. But if we are to
continue to do our duty as we ought
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to do it, and hope to do it, we will
need more money. We shall have
at least another one thousand or two
housand men in khaki within the
next twelve monthg and that will
mean an expenditure of two or three
million dollars within that period. We
are in this fight to stand by the Brit-
sh Empire until the last ditch. That
is our duty, and so we intend to do
it, and I think it is the bounden Juty
of every man in the Colony to-day
when this loan is placed before him,
to come forward with his money and
giveit to the Government on the terms
prescribed in the Act . The need of
the hour is more men and more
money. But have we done our full
duty in either respect in the past?
To me it is doubtful. We read the
news that has come in since yester-
day, and what do we find? A message
to the Minister of Militia that the
Regiment has been withdrawn for
lack of men to help it up to strength.
The time has therefore arrived for
us to do more. We have been told
frequently of late that we lack the
courage to do our duty. I take issue
with that. I am prepared to do my
duty in this House and outside, and
to stand or fall with what I conceive
to be right, and when this Loan is of-
fered I will ask every man in the
country to come forward and do his
part likewise. It is just as impera-
tive for the man with the money to
lend it to his country as it is for the
widow’s son togo out and spill his
blood on the battlefield for us.

We are asking in these Resolutions
or six million dollars. I know some
wiseacregs will shrug their shoulders
and say it is impossible to get that

amount in Newfoundland. So it
was thought to be in Canada
two years ago, and yet when

the first local loan of fifty
millions was asked for and a cam-
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paign was started, the result was
that nearly one hundred millions

had been subscribed instead of the
fifty sought. A second Loan for one
hundred millions was offered and
two hundred millions was subscribed.
A third Loan of one hundred and
fifty millions was then sought and
two hundred and fifty millions was
subscribed. Last spring a further
loan of one hundred and fifty mil-
lions was asked and it seemed
doubtful if the people of Canada,
much as they would like to do =so,
could respond to this appeal, but a
campaign was organized from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, the debent-
ures were issued in figures of $50 to
$5000. Every Post Office and Tele-
graph Office throughout Canada was
authorized to sell the Loan and every
branch Bank was given similar pow-
er. Demonstrations were got up in
the principal cities of Canada on the
lines of what we saw here recently
organized by the Returned Soldiers,
and promoted by the principal men
of the Dominion. Fifty thousand peo-
ple took part in the one in Montreal,
amongst them Sir Vincent Mere-
dith, President of the Bank of Mon-
treal, while leading professional and
business men of every class did their
part there and elsewhere through-
out the country. The result wag that
over four hundred millions was roll-
ed up in response to the request for
one hundred and fifty millions. Four
hundred millions were given by the
people of Canada or about $50 per
head of the population. That Loan,
as I said before, was advertised from
coast tof coast, and I received a cir-
cular from a telegraph operator in
BritisH Columbia, sent to me from
the Pacific Coast, asking me to sub-

scribe $50 for a Baby Bond for Can-
aga’s War Loan. I may say that I re-
ponded, as I felt that a call from
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such a distance ought to merit recog-
because it

nition. I mention this
only goes to show how the Canadian
people went into this matter,

are going to do something of the
same kind here. Indeed we
are asking for less than half that

amount of money - from each

amongst us.

in these Resolutions.

placed before our people in the right

way and if they respond, and if they
have the spirit I know they have,
and I feel certain that as was the
here,

case in Canada the response
will be equally satisfactory. But we

must go about it properly. We can-
people fighting
the other half, or for the people to

not have half the

be told in the daily papers during
the next few weeks that if they
give the money to the Government
they will never see it again.
must drop politicg altogether for this
time.

(t must not be thought that
raising of this Loan is likely to in-
jure the banks.
impression in Canada and it

thought that if one hundred or two

hundred millions were taken out of
the hangs, it would ruin them, but as
a matter of fact they found that at-
the monev
Peo-
ple sgaved in other ways to get the
meney to subscribe to the loang and

ter a few months all
went back to the banks again.

the banks increased their holdings
at thc same time. Next fall Canada

is going to ask for five hundred mil-
lions and they expect no difficulty in
When that Loan is sub-

getting it.

| and
how the result justified all the work
that was put into it, and I believe we

one
A loan of six millions
here will require only about $20 per
head, and that is all that we ask for
I have no fear
as to or getting it if the matter is

We

It is a serious matter and I am
sure the House and the country will
accept my views in the right spirit,
the

That was the first
was
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seribed Canada’s public debt will be
$500 per head anq_ surely if Canada
can ride the storm with sucn a
debt, there is no reason why New-
foundland should not get along wita
$150, or less per head than the Mun-
icipal debt of Canada. When I was

discussing this matter with the
Canadian Finance Minister he was
so surprised to find that our per

capita debt was only $150 that I had
to show him that this was so from
statistics in my possession, and that
being so, can there be any doubt as
to the security which this country
offers. The fact is that the matter
has to be placed before the investor
in the right light, otherwise the ef-
fort will fail. Consequently, as 1
have said before, if the Loan Is to be
made a success, politics must be
dropped. Friction must cease and
any efforts that may end to lessen
our stake, and evn our little loan may
help to turn the scale. Therefore it
is our duty to unite in the effort to
make this Loan a success.

The interest rate of 61% per cent
stated in the Resolutions may seem

very high, but I might point out that
in Montreal a few days ago, though
this ig one of the righest cities in
the world, and certainly the richest
in Canada, with a population of
three quarters of a million, they
asked for a Loan and had to pay 9
per cent, yet this is looked upon
as being one of the best invest-
ments in Canada. I think that the
investment we propose to the people
0of Newfoundland to-day is as good a
one in every respect. We do not ask
any one to distress himself by pur-
chasing our War Bonds, but we think
the people who have money in the
savings banks and who have money
lying in their homes without earning
any interest at all, are patriotic en-
Ough and intelligent enough to give

us six million dollars, and thus
double their present interest or se-
cure large interest where at present
they are receiving none. Indeed 1
am inclined to think that if we had
all the gold and silver and Dbank
notes that are in the homes and se-
cret hordes all round this-country,
we would not need the money in the
savings banks at all. Occasionally
one reads that a house was destroyed
by fire and a certain amount of mon-
ey was lost, a fact going to prove
there is a great.amount of money in
the homes of the people of this coun-
try at the risk of total destruction.
We know that the Canadian banks
have brought in three and a half mil-
lions in gold since they began opera-
tions here 25 years ago, which they
have paid out and have never got
back, and there can be no other place
that this has gone but into the homes
of the people. Similarly the Colony
has imported in the past 20 years ov-
er one and a half millions In silver
and put it in circulation in the same
way, and it hag never come  back.
There is a total of five million dol-
lars, and I do not doubt that bank
notes and other valuables will repre-
sent another million; or, lumi}ing the

vvhole sum, just the amount we ask
for.

I trust that my proposals will ap-
peal to the House and ultimately to
the country, so that we may be able.
before many wez2is have passed, to
covgratulate ouirse'ves on securing
the money we ar2 ncw about to seek.

MR, CURRIE—Mr. Chairman: I
listened with a great deal of interest
to the Hon. Minister of Finance’s
statement with regard to the Loan.
I gather that the Loan of six million
dollars we are asking for we owe to
the British Government. Incorpor-
ated in this Loan Bill is 1% mil-
lion dollars borrowed from the British
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Government and spent last year and
three million dollars authorized 1o
be raised last by Sir Edwara Morris.
Next year there will be need for a
three million dollar loan in addition
to war expenses. So far as we are
concerned on this side of the House
there will be no opposition to the
loan. I do not think the Finance
Minister need fear any politics be-
ing played with the loan outside this
House. So far as I am concerned
personally, I believe in the loan and
regret that the Government did not
put it on the market before. The
vigoroug campaign carried on in Can-
ada for the raising of the Anglo
French Loan and the methods used
in the United States to raise the Lib-
erty Bonds were highly successful
and 1 think that the Loan will be a
success here if placed on the market
in the proper way and if the Finance
Minister does what was done in Can-
ada. There is no reason why we
cannot carry on a similar campaign
here. It will not do to have a small
advertisement run in the newspapers
and let the matter rest there. A cam-
paign must be undertaken with the
spirit that the returned soldiers got
recruits for the Regiment. I think it
will be necessary also to issue serip
in smal] denominationg ags much as
possible, and made negotiable.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE—

It is not necessary to put these mat-
ters in the Bill.

MR. CURRIE—I would suggest that
the Governor in Council make ar-
rangements to issue in small denom-
inationsy A great many of our peo-
ple arelinterested in the Banks be-
cause they can get their money when
the:,;, need it. Many people prefer the
small interest paid by the Bank to
t large returns of a permanent in-
estment, because they know they
obtain their money whenever needed.
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Eighty per cent of our people are
fishermen, and this year may be a
bad year for them and it would be
an additiona]l inducement for them to
subscribe to the Loan if the investor
was able to negotiate his bonds. 1
know of a number of cases where
people had money invested, but when
they started to realize on the
shares they held they found it im-
possible to do so. I think it a good
idea if the government made some
arrangements for the establishment
of a sinking fund for the benefit of
those who held scrip under $500. It
will be difficult sometimes to  sell
scrip on the market. I know of two
or three cases where Newfoundland
Debentures were sold as low as 82 at
3 and 3% per cent; 6% per cent is
a more attractive investment for
people with money to spare and not
in immediate need of it. I think a
man would be a fool if he did not
take advantage of this Loan on the
market to invest his money. 1 think
the Finance Minister is doing the
right thing to give the people of the
country the first opportunity to in-
vest their money. | |

If they do not do that
then there is nothing left but to go
abroad. Our people would be very
unwise if they did not take advantage
of this extraordinary offer. It is a
very attractive proposition and, as I
sald in the beginning, I am prepared
to give the matter my hearty support
both in the House and outside of it.
And if the campaign is undertaken in
the proper way the people will get
the earnings derived from the in-
vestment of the Loan. I do not think
that the Finance Minister’s reference
to Montreal helped to strengthen
his argument any.

HON. FINANCE MINISTER—You
cannot deny that it is the richest city
in Canada. '
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MR. CURRIE—The city govern-
ment there is a by-word and a re-
proach, and the Bank of Montreal
there deterred people from investing
in the Canadian bonds. As the Fin-
ance Minister has said, we are in
this war and we got to stick it to
the end. In all mattergs of war the
government will have my hearty
support. May I ask the Finance Min-
ister if it is the intention: to issue
at Par?

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE—
Yes, at Par.

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The Chairman reported that they
had considered the matter to them
referred, had passed the Resolutions
without amendment, and recommend-
ed that a Bill be introduced to give
effect tp the same.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and the Bill entitled “An
Act to authorize the Raising of a sum
of money by loan for Naval and Mil-
itary Purposes” was introduced and
read g first time and ordered to be
read a second time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act respecting the Identi-
fication of Criminals” was read a
third time and passed, and it was or-
dered that it be engrossed being en-
titled as above, and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a mes-
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.”

Pursuant to order and on motion
0f Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled “An Act to restrict tempor-
arily the Persongs who may engage in
Business connected with certain Non-
Ferrous Metals and Metallic Ores,”
Was read a third time and passed,
and it was ordered that it be engross-
?ﬁd, being entitled as above, and that
It besent to the Legislative Counecil
With a message requesting the con-

currence of that Body in its provis-
ions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
the Acting Minister of Militia, the
House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en-
titled “An Act respecting the Military
Forces of Newfoundland.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Bill be read a third time on to-
morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of the Hon. Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled “An Act to extend and amend
the Act 3 George V. (1913) Chapter 26,
entitled ‘An Act respecting the Pre-
servation of Beavers,” was read a
second time and ordered to be re-
ferred to a Committee of the Whole
House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en-
titled “An Act to amend the Act 1
(George V. (1911) Chapted 16, entitled
‘An Act respecting a Fire Patrol.,’”
was read g second time.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. —
Mr. Speaker, I beg to move the second
reading of this Bill. The whole point
about the Bill is to extend the old
Act and to allot the moneys collected
under it for the support of the Game
and Inland Fisheries Board. The
practice has been to pay these moneys
over to the Board; but heretofore
there has been an absence of author-
ity to do so; and this Bill rectifies
this.

The Bill was ordered to be referred
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to a Committee of the Whole House
on tomorrow.
The remaining Orders of the day

were deferred.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn un-

tili Monday next, the 6th instant, at

three of the clock in the afternoon.
The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

MONDAY, May 6th, 1918.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-

ment.

The Acting Minister of Miiitia
tabled report of presentation of aero-
plane to Newfoundland at Liverpool
England, May 4th, 1918.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Acting
Colonial Secretary, the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend the Weights and
Measureg Act, Cap. 10 6 Geo. V. (1916)
was introduced and read a first time
and ordered to be read a second time
on tomorrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave granted
and on motion of Hon. the Prime Min-
ister, the Bill entitled “An Act to
amend the Act respecting the Wills
and Estates of members of the New-
foundland Regiment and of the New-
foundland Branch of the Royal Naval
Reserve and other Volunteers, Cap.
XVI. 8 George V. “was introduced
and read a first time and ordered to
be read a second time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of the Acting Min-
ister of Militia, the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the War Pensions Act,
1917,” wa,sJ introduced and read a first
time a.ndf rdered to be read a second
- fime on tomorrow.

Purguaant to notice an leave grant-
ed agd on motion of the Minister of
Marjne and Fisheries, the Bill entitled
; Act to Amend the Shipbuilding
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Act, 1916,” was introduced and read a
first time and ordered to be read a

second time on to-morrow.

Mr. Currie asked the Hon, Minister

f Finance and Customs to lay upon

the table of the House a statemeat

showing the salary paid Mr, J R.

Bennett, the Minister of Militia.
Pursuant to order and
tion of the Acting Minister of Mil-

itia the Bill entitled “An Act respect-.

ng the Military Forces of Newfound-
land” was read g third time.

MR. CURRIE—I regret that I have
been unable to do more than glance
at this Bill. However, there is one
point to which I would like to make
reference and that is with regard to

Sec. 11. Does the Government niean
tc enforce the death penalty in this
country?

HON. ACTING MINISTER MILITIA
—In caseg where it shall be found
necessary.

MR. CURRIE—I think this is wor-
thy of consideration. In some of the
Colonies this death penalty does not
apply except in very extreme cases

The Bill was passed and it was or-
cered that it be engrossed, being en-
titled as above, and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a mes-
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on mntion
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs, the House resolved itself in
to Committee of the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee,

MR. CURRIE—Mr . Chairman, ‘n
connection with Deputy Heads of De-
partments, increases have been made
this year, though the salary of the
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and
Mineg still remains the same. The
position of Deputy Heads should all
be put on the same scale. We have

on mo-
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at the present time the Deputy Col-
onial Secretary getting $2000; the
Deputy Minister of Finance $1800;
the Deputy Minister of Public Works
$1800; the Deputy Minister of Marine
and Fisheries $1400, and the Deputy
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
$1250. Where does the difference
come in? Take the case of Mr. Keat-
ing, who is a most excellent official,
and one of the best in the country,
but he has no more work to do than
Mr. Turner although his salary is
down for $550 more. Perhaps it may
he a perquisite. If that is it, it is a
serious practice and should be cat
out and the salary put on a standard
basis. It seems absurd to any strang-
er topick up our estimates and find
one Deputy Head of ga Department
down for $1250 and another for $2009.
Personally I think it is about time
that the Government put the salaries
of all the heads of departments on the
same scale.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.—
Mr. Chairman, I beg to say in reply
to the objections raised by Mr. Currie
that Mr. Turner for the past number
of years received fees to the amount
of hundreds of dollars for work done
by his Department in connection with
railway  arbitration from time to
time. Some years he made $400. In
the case of Mr. Keating he got no ex-
tras.

MR. MORINE.—Mr. Chairman, it
appearg to me that the difficulty is
one arising from allowing fees to any
of the staff. It is very likely that Mr.
Turner sometimes gets far more than
the difference in his salary and that
I3 the excuse for maintaining the dif-
ference in salary. If any official has
any work to do in his department it
ought to be covered by a fixed sal-
ary. Some years ago an attempt was
made to eliminate altogether the fee
idea, as it results in unfairness, but
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without success. Besideg it is irre-
gular and open to objection, and
any work in any particular depart-
ment ought to be done by an official
in the time for which he receives his

salary. It is apparent that the un-
fairness in salary has always ap-
peared in the Estimates. It is much

better and in the public interest that
a fixed salary should be paid civil ser-
vants for their work. The iniquitous
practice of paying fees should not be
allowed, especially when one remems-
bers very well the practice for a great
many years of giving fees to the Min-
ster himself of the Department of
Agriculture and Mines. I object and
do strongly object to this practice that
is going on from year to year. I am
quite satisfied that the suggestion of
he member for Burin ought to be
onsidered by the Finance Minister to
fix the salaries on a plain straight
vasis and allow no fees for the work
one by Government officials for the
Colony. Fees that come into all the
departments from outside should go
into the Treasury Department. That
principle ought not to be departed
from.

HOH, THE PRIME MINISTER. —
Mr. Chairman, I am very much in
ympathy with the views expressed
by the member for Burin as well as
he member for Bonavista. I think,
n accepting these views, that neither
the Ministers nor Deputy Ministers
should be allowed any fees. I may
say that so far as I am concerned I
ingisted that should be the position.
Whatever the nature of the salary
there should be no fees, and I think
that we ought by the time we meet in
this House again, have the adoption
of a rigid adherence to that princi-
ple.

MR. CURRIE—I am glad to hear
that the Prime Minister made that
statement. I noticed in the Estimates
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$3000 for the Prime Minister,and when
I got the report of the Auditor Gen-
eral I noticed, under section 33B of
the Audit Act, a statement with re-
ference to the salary of Minister of
Justice being fixed at $5000, while
that gentleman occupied the post of
Prime Minister. It is an awkward
way of putting it.

HCN THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Have you got the whole of the mat-
ter? There was an . addition sonie-
where that makeg all the difference
in the world.

MR CURRIE—That does not change
the effect of the first part of the sec-
tion that the salary of the Minister of
Justice should be $5000. It’s a most
amusing way of putting it. But there
iIs no provision made here for the
fees of the Colonial Secretary or the
Minister of Finance. Simply the Min-
ister of Justice when he becomes
Prime Minister gets an addition. I
notice also that the $3000 is put sep-
arate for the Prime Minister. I take
it that it meang to override the effect.
I think it is almost a pity, after the
expenses of the first four or five years
in particular, and a great responsibhil-
ity on the part of the Finance Minis-
ter, to have these positions combined.
I think that the Prime Minister has

ufficient to do to look after one de-
partment. I may say that I have no
objection to the vote that is in the
Estimates for the Premier. He has not
overstepped the mark so far as the
figure is concerned. If the Minister
of Militia is entitled to $3000 I think
he Prime Minister is entitled to
$6000. I wish to draw the attention
of the Fingnce Minister to this unique

tatement 'in the Auditor General’s
eport sd that there will be no misun-
eratal}ding in the matter.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I hg¥ve not seen this report. There
re¢/ no fees that come to the Minister
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of Justice. There is a straight sal- =
ry for both offices combined. I may
oint out that a recent Attorney Gen-
ral received $12,000 as a fee in a
ingle matter.

MR. CURRIE—In this country?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
Yes, in this country, and a friend of
my hon. friend. I may go further and
say that I have been assured by an-
other Attorney General that his aver-

age income of that office during his
term was $8000 included in fees.

MR. MORINE—Has this salary been
provided by statute?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
It ig simply temporary.

MRB. MORINE—As Mr. Currie has
mentioned the matter now I wish to
say that I was gratified to hear as 1
approached the city that an endea-
vour had been made to"put the Pre-
mier’s salary in its proper propor-
tion. I would suggest, however, As
has already been suggested by Mr.
Currie, that the salary of this office
and that of Minister of Justice ought
not to be combined. I am satisfied
that the duties of g Prime Minister as .
such are not those that work well
with the duties of an Attorney Gen-
eral, who attends to his business.
such work would be enough for a
nan with even greater experience
han the present Prime Minister. It
s not economy to have Ministers bad-
ly paid. That is a matter which
ought to receive early attention. Bad
pay means bad service, as a rule. 1
suggest to the Minister that while
dealing with it, to deal with it only
as regards one office. The dutiegs of
a President of g Council are akin
o those of the Prime Minister. Min-
ister of Justice and Attorney General
ought to be strictly confined to the
administration of justice throughout
the country, and giving it a devotion
which would make it impossible to
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attend to any other office. I don’t
now mean only in the courts, but also
in following and becoming familiar
with the legislation of other countries
and dealing with large legal matters,
civil as well as criminal. That work,
especially in these troublesome times,
would require the entire attenton of
the best man, and I would suggest o
the Government whether at this stagze
it would not be well to consider the
creation of the office of President of
the Council, tobe held by the Premier
and to attach to it a salary of not less
than $5000 a year. No man can live
in this country and discharge the du-
ties of hig office with the dignity be-
coming the country, especially in
these expensive times, on g less sal-
ary than that; and if he does not get
it honestly, then he must get it dis-
honestly, or else leave his creditors
unpaid or his duties unperformed. It
is high time that in this Dominion
the Premier’s salary should be sufii-
ciently large to enable him to keep up
his office with dignity both at home
and abroad, when he has to represent
the Colony abroad; and therefore, ir-
respective of the occupant of that of-
fice at the present time, I congratu-
late the Government upon the cour-
age which they have shown in this
matter, and I also congratulate the
hon. gentlemen opposite who especi-
ally represent the fishermen—upon
the breadth of view which they have
have shown in this matter—a breadth
of view which, I am satisfied, they
will also show in many other matters
—In recognizing that men in high of-

fices, with great responsibilities, must
be adequately paid.

I hope that the Government will
seriously consider this matter of mak-

ing the Prime Minister President of
the Council, and giving him for that
office, a salary of not less than $5000;
and then they will be entitled to look

to him for good service, and he will
be able to give his time to the duties
of his office without feeling that the
wolf is alwayg at the door. This mat-
ter of fees has been g cancer eating
upon the body politic in this country.
The reason has been that the salaries
have always been inadequate, and
gentlemen have been compelled in
the past to supplement them in this
way. Take, for instance, the position
of Attorney General and Minister of
Justice, at $2000—a mere retaining
fee. I am satisfied that the instita-
tion which the hon. member for Twil-
lingate leads, would expect, if they
had a counsel, to pay him a retainer
of at least $2000. Now, let us do away
with this matter of fees. Let the Gov-
ernment take itg courage in its hands
and bring in a bill providing for ade-
quate salarieg for its Ministers, with-
out fees, and I feel sure that it will
receive the fullest support. With re-
gard to the joining of the offices of
Prime Minister and Minister of Jus-
tice and Attorney General, I do not
think that this should be continued.
The Attorney General’s business, to
receive the attention which it ought

to receive, not merely with regard to -

its criminal side but with regard to
its civil side, would require the entire
attention of the best man you can get,
and if the work is not efficient-
ly done it is not worth while having
it done at all.

I am satisfied the Prime Minister
will not have the time at his disposal

to attend to these duties properly.
He may be called away from the
country—I understand that he is be-
ing called away within the next few
weeks—in which event he has to leave
the work of the Department to his
Deputy, who has not the responsibil-
ity nor the authority to perform the
services which the head of that De-
partment should perform. Therefore,
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I think that it is a serious mistake to
join this office with any other.

(Re Public Health.)

MR. MORINE—I would like to ask
the Colonial Secretary if he would
briefly explain just what the arrange-
ments are now with reference to vac-
¢ination at North Sydney.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY—In
reply to the hon. member for Bonavis-
ta I may say that instructions have
been issued that all persons coming
from the Dominion of Canada to New-
foundland have to show a vaccination
mark, 14 days old, I think; or they
have to produce g certificate of vac-
cination.

MR. MORINE—Are vyou referring
now to the notice that was published
in the Sydney papers over your name?

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.—
1 believe that is the effect of the
notice.

MR. MORINE—Let me explain. At
North Sydney I found a great deal of
confusion as to what was really the
law in force and as to just what had
to be done. I had g discussion with
some of the doctors there who were
acting for the Government and with
some who were not, and some of the
difficulties in connection with the mat
ter were called to my attention. Per-
haps I can best explain by saying
just what I found myself. In the first
place I found that the agent of the
Reid Newfoundland Company had re-
ceived an order from Dr. Frazer, Act-
ing Public Health Officer, that every-
body had to be vaccinated before com-

ing across. He wired Reid’s offire,
as he had received no instructions
from them, and after some delay he
received a reply telling him to follow

out that course. Upon further en-
quiry I found that the purser of the
steamer“ had been ordered to allow
nobody to come across who had not
been Aaccinated, without any limit as

l,.l"
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to time one way or the other. Then
in the North' Sydney papers an order
appeared, apparently telegraphed

from the Department of the Colonial =

Secretary, signed by the Colonial Sec-
retary, to the effect that no person
“resident” in the provinces of Nova .
Scotia or New Brunswick would Le
allowed to come to Newfoundland un-
less he had “been vaccinated within
seventeen }rearsf and more than four-
teen days. A Dr. Smith had been
appointed by somebody to see to this
matter of vaccination, and he had en-
gaged somebody else to assist him;
but neither one of these men knew—
at least, I spoke to one of them—that
this particular order had been issued.
I conveyed the first intimation of it
to the man to whom I spoke, telling
him I had seen it in the papers, and
asking him whether it superceded
any previous orderg which he had re-
ceived or not. He said he had re-
ceived no information or instructions,
he simply knew that Dr. Smith had
been asked to see to the vaccination.
Then I went back to the Reid New-
foundland Co. people and asked them
if they had seen this order. They said
no; that as far as they were concern-
ed, they were acting upon orders re-
ceived from the Head Office, and they
would not recognize any other. Now,
the difference between the Reid Nfid.
Co. officials and the authorities ap-
pointed by the Government is this:
The Reid Co. will accept anybody
who will produce g vaccination cer-
tificate, or show the marks, and there

-18 no time limit as regards the vac-

cination certificate, or show the
marks, and there is no time limit as
regards the vaccination: and they
will not receive anybody from any-
where unless he has a certificate or

can show the marks; and they will
acept a certificate from anybody at
all purporting to be a doctor, whether
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he is a local doctor or not. If a man
produces a certificate signed, for in-
stance, by a doctor at Halifax, they
will accept that certificate.

In fact, we have no authority of any
kind whatever, even if it were possi-
ble to get it; and the present regu-
lations seek to apply the order to
persons residing in the Province of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
the reason they are confined to these
provinces is that they have found
that small pox is epidemic about these
places., I want to say that it is also
epidemic in the Province of Quebec.
As you know, the boundaries of these
Provinces touch one another, and par-
ticularly with the working class there
is constant inter-communication. It
is, I think, safe to say that small pox
is almost continuously epidemic in
the Province of Quebec, and we can
be absolutely certain that if there is
small pox in the Province of Nova
Scotia there is also small pox in the
Province of Quebec. Now what do
you mean by the expression *“resi-
dent” in the province named. Take
my own case, for instance, I came
down from Ontario, but legally I was
not resident there. A man who leaves
hig wife and child in Newfoundland
and goes to work say in Halifax is not
resident in Nova Scotia. The act
which prevents residents of Canada
irom leaving the Dominion would not
apply to him in law. He is not resi-
dent, because he is there merely as a
workman. The result is that so far
a8 the legal effect of the regulation
I8 concerned they are absolutely nu-
gatory, and if it were not for the offi-
cials of the Reid Nfld. Co. they
Would be merely waste paper. Anoth-
€r point about this order is the at-
tempt to enforce a quarantine of 14
days. It is intolerable to think that

4 man coming down from Canada on
usiness is delayed 14 days in order

-

you they were your

to satisfy a regulation which has no
medical authority. It amounts simply
to an embarrassment on trade and
business with this country as far as
hese people are concerned. I say it
would be intolerable to think of bhe-
ing kept at North Sydney for 14 days
to carry out the letter of a regulation
for which there is no legal or medi-
cal sanction. Then again, what do
you mean by “vaccination.” A man
is not vaccinated merely because an
instrument containing vaccine is
stuck in his arm. If the operation is
performed but the vaccine does not
take he has to wait until there is a
reaction; and in some cases there is
no re-action at all. Consequently,
the mere fact of his receiving this at-
tention is no proof that he has been
vaccinated. When I was coming
down I said to the doctors—and mind
own doctors—
‘Why is a period of seven years pre-
scribed; do you know of any medical
reason why a man who has not been
vaccinated for 7 years should have to

undergo vaccination?” And they
both said “No.” Both these doctors
had great experience of small pox,

and I asked them if they ever knew
of a man who was effectively vaccin-
ated taking small pox and they said
no. That I take it would be the opin-
ion of the majority’ of medical men
When a man has been effectively vac-
cinated there is no necessity for treat-
ing him again. Mind you there are
exceptions. I have heard of a
woman who had had small POX.
In fact, her face was so badly pitted
that she mneeded no certificate of
vaccination from the doctors on the
supposition that g person who has
had smallpox never contracts the
disease again. Consequently, she

passed two boards of health on her
way up to Canada, shortly after sne
sickened and died from small pox.
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That was an exceptional case, of
course, and merely shows that we
cannot be certain that even authori-
tative opinions widely recognized will
be verified in every instance.

There is another feature that I wish
to draw your attention to and that is
the positive danger that may result
from g hurried vaccination of g large
number of people. The other day I
heard of a large crowd of people who
were crowded down at the sheds in
North Sydney waiting to go on board
the boat to cross to Newfoundland.
Some of these people were quite old.
The doctors proceeded to -vaccinate
the whole crowd, and on account of
the large number and the short time
they had to perform the work the
vaccination had to be done under
more or less improper conditions.
There was no chance to properly ster-
ilize the instruments or to guarantee
that they were done under the pro-
per antiseptic methods. One doctor
said to me: “If you came to me and
asked me to vaccinate you I would
take you into my office would steril-
ize the instrument, carefully prepare
your arm, and after I had inserted
the vaccine would take care that you
allowed it at least 15 minutes to sink
in.” Now just consider the difference
between these two cases. That is to
say, what is done in the ordinary case
and what is done under these harass-
ing conditions as I have pointed out.
It is easy to see what a danger there
13 in performing a treatment of this
sort without proper precaution. It is
not a fancy picture that I have paint-
ed. I haye the doctor’s assertions that
vaccination done under these circum-
stances was extremely dangerous to
human life. Vaccination performed
under proper conditions is not at all
injarious but under improper condi-
tibng it is highly dangerous.

This state of affairs is discreditable
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from the top to the bottom. I would
suggest that if you have no other re.
gulation but this, to appoint by ﬂa.*nﬁ_
two doctors of N. Sydney who would
not allow anybody to come to New-
foundland unless they be satisfied =
that he or she has been effectively
vaccinated. The doctors will be sat-
isfied from looking at the arm of the
person and receiving a proped certi-
ficate from a recognized authority
that effective vaccination has been
performed. You will then not require
to enforce a detention of 14 days be-
cause once a man is effectively wvac-
cinated the vaccination is operative
as far as small pox is concerned the
day after it hag taken place and there
is no need to wait 14 days to be con-
vinced of a reaction. I suggest to the
Colonial Secretary that if the R. N.
Co. agents let people pass upon tne
authority of the doctors in Sydney
that the public health interests will
be safeguarded. Let the regulations
simply provide that nobody shall
come here unless he can show that he
has satisfied the doctors that he has
been effectively vaccinated. I asked 3
the doctors how theyv could be satis-
fied and they told me what I have al-
ready stated. I think you will agree
with me from what I have said it is
apparent there ig need for an altera-
tion in the regulations. The present
regulations as I have said are ineffec-
tive from a legal point of view and
could not be carried out except for the
co-operation of the R. N. Co. agents.
If it were not for these officials the
residents of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick could come here scot free.
I fancy if it had been drafted under
the supervision of a lawyer that that
point would not have been overlook-
ed

HON. ACTING COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY—Mr. Chairman, I am very
much obliged for the observations of
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the Honourable member who has just
sat down. With his practical experi-
ence of conditions in the Dominion of
Canada, his remarks deserve sympa-
thetic consideration and attention.

The regulations he speaks about like
others, have been made in the infer-
ests of the general public, and possi-
bly experience may show the neces-
sity for some amendment, I may say,
they were made at the instance of
the Public Health Officer, who after
giving the matter the most serious
consideration, and in view of the fact
that the Maritime Provinces were a
hot bed of smallpox, decided that
some such regulations should be en-
forced. In regard to the period of
fourteen days prescribed after vac-
cination, I may say that a case has
been known where smallpox devel-
oped within fourteen days after the
patient had been vaccinated. I am
delighted to have these suggestions
from the hon. member, and I will be
glad to consider them, and carry out
the amendments he suggests, if it is
found they will meet the situation
With regard to the appointment of
doctors at Sydney, we as a Govern-
ment have nothing to do with that as
far as I know at the present time.

MR. MORINE—Ezxcuse me, if I in-
terrupt. The instructions came from
Newfoundland. The doctors attend
to Newfoundlanders or people going
to Newfoundland, and I know they
€xpect to be paid by Newfoundland.

They spoke to me about it and asked
e to find out how and in what way
they were going to be paid. A very
simple solution would be that two
doctors be named there, and if they
are satisfied and give certificates the

bassengerg should be allowed to pro-
Ceed.

HON. PRIME MINISTER. — It is
quite news to me that any doctors in
Sydney have been doing work on be-
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half of the Newfoundland Govern-
ment. If the matter is enquired into
I think it will be found that no such
authority has ever been given by tne
Newfoundland Government or any
official of the Newfoundland Gover-
ment to doctors in Sydney to vaccin-
ate Newfoundlanders. 1 have never
seen any such authority. The report
should be enquired into. I know, how-
ever, that no order has been given
from anyone in Newfoundland to the
doctors in Sydney to vaccinate any-
one. The order that has been pub-
lished is merely to the effect that no
person who cannot show vaccination
marks or who is not certified to be
free from any chance of smallpox
shall be allowed to proceed by the
Reid boats to Newfoundland. Now I
have not seen the order, but the Pub-
lic Health Officer has spoken to me
on the matter and I am really relat-
ing information given by him to me.
The order is intended to apply to all
parties proceeding by way of Sydney
to Port aux Basques. The question
whether g person is a resident or not
is, of course, absurd. It is merely a
question whether he is a dangerous
person to come into the country. Now
the Medical Officer tells me that per-
sons who have been vaccinated in
Sydney have been allowed to proceed
immediately on the Reid boats to
Channel with the danger of our hav-
ing to hold them at Channel, where

-we would have to take charge of them

f them without accommodation. In
order to obviate that danger the or-
der was amended that vaccination
ought to be made at least fourteen
days before they were taken on the
boat. At all events the discussion
raised by the honourable member for
Bonavista has brought the whole con-

dition of affairs up for consideration,
and it can be enquired into.

MR. MORINE—I shall be glad to
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give any help to anyone who may
wish to consult me in this matter, as

have had practical experience of tne
conditions.

MR. CURRIE—Under the act passed
last year we should have some re-
ports from the Controller’s Depart-
ment. We have not yet got these re-
ports. I think we should have thrm
before we pass allowance for his de-
partment. Now some of them seem
extraordinarily high. For instance
the Public Works Department only
has $400 for postage and telegrams.
The Controller has $1000. Again the
Controller has $1500 for printing and
stationery. The Colonial Secretary’s
Department, which does an enormous
amount of printing in the way of ad-
vertising, etec., only has $2400. Then
what is this vote for $300 for inciden-
tals supposed to cover. I would sug-
gest that the Minister allow these
votes stand over till we have last
year’s reports.

MR. CURRIE—Can the Prime Min-
ister give us any information with
respect to the coal situation.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I have
nothing in the way of actual facts. I
am sorry that the Minister of Ship-
ping, who is in close touch with the
question, is not in the House at the
moment. I believe that the situation
is very serious. The_ loss of the
“Louisburg” creates a very difficult
situation. I know it was the inten-
tion to issue further regulationg lim-
iting the amount of coal to a quarter
of a ton. Through negotiations we
were enabled to obtain a cargo of two
thousand tons, but that has now been
lost, which materially adds to the
difficulty of the situation. The Minis-
ter is now pﬂasent and he will prob-
ably make a statement as to the posi-
tion of affairs.

HON. ACTING MINISTER OF
SHI]?PI —The situation is very ser-
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ious. The “Louisburg” that was com-
ing here with a cargo of 2,060 toas
was lost at Cape English in St
Mary’s Bay. The Dominion Coal
Company is endeavouring to give us
all the supplies that are possible, but
the Scotia people do not seem in-
clined to do anything. Between now
and Thursday morning there are four
steamers leaving Sydney or Louis-
burg and I do not know how much
coal we will get; but by the end of
the week I hope to have 1600 tors in.

The great difficulty is tonnage. 1 do
not think we will get any more
steamers from the Dominion Com-

pany because of the loss of the
Louisburg. The only solution that
suggests itself is to use the sealing
steamers. We hope in that way to
remedy the situation. However, if all
the sealing steamers were used it
would not be sufficient tonnage to
meet the situation. If the Scotia Co.
refuses to give us coal, which at pre-
sent seems to be their intention it
will be very awkward, but I feel per-
fectly certain that the Dominion peo-

ple will do their best.

We sent a cable Saturday and gave
them our requirements, and we
should get a reply tomorrow. I should
be glad if some honourable member
would ask for the messages that have
passed In the past ten days to be
cabled. That would give some idea
of the situation.

We have also cabled over to the
other side asking if they could give
us a couple of steamers coming this
way to bring out English coal: but.
personally I do not expect any result
from that; because there is a very
great shortage in coal mined on the
other side. I hope to be in a position
before the House closes to have some
definite information as to what the
Dominion and Scotia Companies in-
tend to do. If they do not give us the
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necesgsary supplies we shall have to
ask the Government to use such pres-
sure as they can bring to bear to get
these supplies.

MR. CURRIE—Have the Scotia peo-
ple given you an answer?

HON .MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—
There is g cable of three hundred
words, but it does not give much in-
formation, beyond saying that owing
to the closing of the Acadia Mine they
have only sufficient for their own
needs. We only have a thousand tons
on hand today and we hope to Lave

about another two thousand by
the end of the week. Now
as regards the using of the seal-

ing steamers the trouble is that they
are so small; and the freight on the
coal is very high. We have had a
statement from the owners and have
gone into it very fully and I am con-
vinced that they cannot freight coal
less than six dollars a ton. That
brings it up to sixteen dollars.

These boats consume so much coa
themselves that it is almost impossi-
ble for them to bring any here.

MR, CURRIE—There are, I under-
gtand, four boats which come to Bell
sland, and come down empty. Can

0 arrangements be made so that they
can bring coal?

HON. MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—
These boats carry about five thousand
ong of ore, and they cost a lot each
day. It would be impracticable to
have them come im here with coal, on
account of the loss of time. Al] this
has been gone into, and we have
done everything we could. You have
no idea ag to how desperate the po-
sition is regarding shipping. T'he
Scotia Company is asking for some
of the sealing steamers, Halifax is
asking for the Diana, the Seal is
likely to be taken from us. :

MR. CURRIE—Perhaps the Minis-
ter will table the messages in connec-
tion with this matter.
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HON. MINISTER OF SHIPPING.
I shall be glad to do so tomorrow.

MR. MORINE—When I was at Syd-
ney I discovered practically what the
Minister has said to be the case. The
Nova Scotia Co. is now controlled by
American interests, and they want to
increase the manufacturing produc-
tion and do not, therefore, want to
send away any of their coal. The D.
I. S. Co. has notified the brokers
around Sydney that they are prepared
to supply the usual amount of coal,
but there is g danger of their put-
ting an embargo on the export of
coal. The Nova Scotia Company re-
fuses to supply any. Now, Sir, both
of these companies are dependent on
Newfoundland and they have no right
to discriminate between Newfound-
land and Nova Scotia; and I believe
the Government is in a position to
force them to supply enough for do-
mestic purposes here. Our command
of the ore and the labor, as well as
the equities of the situation, enable
the Government to put up a position,
which they will understand, that
while an increased production may be
important for them, it is more impor-
tant for this country to have coal, and
it is a question of treating this coun-
try right. I am satisfied that the
Government will bring pressure to
bear on these gentlemen.

HOH. MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—
I may say in reply to the honourable
gentleman that, with the consent of
the Government, I practically sent
the Nova Scotia Company an ultima-

tum this morning.
Department of Justice.

MR. CURRIE—I understand that
the allowance for food and fuel for
the outport jails is about 60c. a day
per prisoner. Under present condi-
tions, this amount is insufficient, and
I think it is wrong to expect the
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poorly paid policemen to pay any-
thing out of his own pocket to keep
the prisoners in jail. I should bhe
glad if the Government would look

into the matter.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

I have not been Minister of Justice
for a very long period of time, put
neverthelesgs I think it peculiar that
if this hardship exists, it has never
been drawn to my attention, and I
have never heard anything of it.

MR. CURRIE—In connection with
the vote for the House of Assembly, I
wish to point out that the amount
gspent is always three or four times
ag much as the amount voted. The
amount extra has to come out of con-
tingencies or some other vote, and I
think we should get somewhat near-
er the proper vote. Where does the
extra money come from?

MR. CURRIE—While we are on
this matter, I would like to know if

the report of the Internal Economy
Commission has yet been tabled?

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS—It will be tabled to-

MOTrrow.
Publiec Charities,

MR. CURRIE—I should like to ask
it the Government is contemplating
any addition to the General Hospital?

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS—Not that I know of.

MR. CURRIE—Last year a Bill
went through this House providing
that fees should be paid to the hospi-
tal by those who could afford to do so,
but no fees have since been paid
There are always a number of people
here awaiting admission to the hospi-
tal, and hoarding at the expense of
the Goveérnment, and this state of af-
fairs would be remedied to some ex-
tent if the Government would compel
thogé who can to pay something to-
wafds the upkeep of the hospital.
This is unfair to the Institution, un-
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fair to the people waiting to get |
and unfair to those who have the re-
sponsibility of looking after them.
which duty wusually falls on the
shoulders of the member for the dis-.
trict. I cannot see any reason why
the matter should not be attended To.

There are many who go into the
hospital specially to receive electri-
cal treatment, from a very ex-
pensive apparatus which is kept
there, and under the rules of the Hos-
pital are unable to give anything in
return for the treatment they receive.
Only recently I have been acquainted
with several cases of this sort, and at
this present time there is g gentleman
there who is very anxious to pay some
thing for the attention which he re-
ceives. I certainly think that the
question of payment is one which
ought to be taken up immediately as
it is a matter of more than ordinary
importance.

MR. WALSH—While this matter is
under discussion there are one or
two matters that I would like to bring
before the attention of this House

There is the question of the poor on
their way to and from hospital; for
instance. Considerable trouble and
annoyance is caused by the fact that
the allowance made by the Depart-
ment of Public Charities is totally in-
adequate to defray the expenses of
the people coming and going to the
Hospital. During my residence in
Placentia I have become aware of
several cases where sgerious incon-
venience arises out of this matter
People who had just been under op-
eration and who were forced io re-
main unexpectedly longer in St.
John’s than they had anticipated ow-
ing to the delay of the Coastal Beat.
were very much inconvenienced by
the smallness of the sum allowed
them by the Relieving Officer, who
did not have authority either to in-
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crease the amount or assume the re-
sponsibility of taking them to board-
ing houses. The sum of seventy-five
cents which is the amount allocated
by the Department of Public Charit-
ies to each patient per diem might
have been sufficient some eight or ten
years ago when the cost of living was
considerably less, but at this present
time the cost of food is so high that
the amount is totally inadequate

There is one other matter to which
I would like to refer while this mat-
ter is receiving the attention of the
House. That is the question of wreck
ed seamen. 1 think that we owe a
debt to these men that go down to
the sea in ships. Their vocation en-
titles them to more consideration than
they now receive at the hands of the
Government. When these unfortun-
ate seamen are wrecked, the people
who take them in afford them every
Kindness and nothing that they can
do seems too much. Surely they
ought to receive adequate remunera-
tion for the trouble they go to. I think
it would be a matter of little diffi-
culty to make provision for these
cases and ascertain agn amount that
would be reasonable to defray the ex-
penses of these people. They do not
expect to receive luxuries. But a dol-
lar a day now will hardly suffice to
feed a man on bread and butter and
tea at the rate food is today.

I have availed myself of this op-
portunity of presenting these matters
before the committee in the hope
that the Government may see its way
clear to attend to them and that they
may be eliminated in future.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. —
In reference to the matter raised by
my hon. friend the member for Burin
as to outport jails, I would like to
say that I have just been making in-
quiries thereupon and learn that it is
a matter appertaining to the Board of
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‘Works and not the Department of J us-

tice. The allowance in gquestion
varies from twenty-five to thirty-four
cents a day. At the present time it
ranges from seventy-five cents to a
dollar, as it was increased some time
ago. At least this is the impression I
received over the telephone.

MR. CURRIE—I thought that it
was sixty cents. But with regard to
the question of the hospital, I may
say that the matter is a pressing one,
as the hospital is a big expense on
he taxpayer. Persons desirous of
paying for their treatment should be
permitted to do so.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain resolutions, and asked leave
to sit again on tomorrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the committee have leave to sit again
on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the
House resolved itself into committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend the Fire Pa-
trol Act, Cap. 16, 1 George V. (1911.)

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill with some amend-
ment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Bill be read a third time on to-
morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act Respecting Crown
Lands, Timber, Mines and Minerals.”
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was read g second time and ordered
td’ be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en-
titled “An Act for the more effective
Transfer of Certain Properties to the
Congregational Home Missionary So-
ciety of Newfoundland” was read a
second time and ordered to be refer-
red to g Committee of the Whole
House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Finance anAd
Customs, the Bill entitled “An Act to
Authorize the Raising of a Sum of
Aoney by Loan for Naval and Milit-
ry Purposes” was read a second
ime and ordered to be referred to a
Jjommittee of the Whole House on to-
mMorrow.

The remaining orders of
were deferred.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
til tomorrow, Tuesday, May T7th, at
three of the clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord
ingly.

the day

~ TUESDAY, May 7th, 1918.

The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

..MR. TARGETT—Mr. Speaker, I bheg
leave to present a petition from
Hant’s Hr., in the District of Trinity,
asking for g sum of money to repair
a road through farm land; the peti-
tion ig very largely signed, there be-

ing about sixty or seventy names to
it.

I beg to present another petition
from the people of Winterton, asking
for a sum of money to repair the
roads there.

Also a petition from the people of
Whitbourne, regarding the cutting of

-
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timber there, and the granting of a 3-
mile limit. Whitbourne is an inland
place, and the people there are get-
ting their livelihood by means of
mills and farms, but it seems that
some people from Conception Bay and
parts of Trinity Bays are coming in
and cutting the timber around Whit-
bourne, and by that means destroying
their forests, and as these people are
entirely depending upon them for
their livelihood I trust the Govern-
ment will give this matter their ser-
jous consideration.

Also g petition from the inhabitants
of Hant’'s Harbor asking for a bait
depot. This would be a great benefit
to the people of the place, to the fish-
ery and the country at large. I give
these petitions my hearty support,
and trust the Government will see its
way clear to granting them.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—I have much pleasure

in supporting the prayer of the peti- *

tions presented by my hon. friend Mr.
Targett.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
JFISHERIES—I beg to present a pe-
tition from the inhabitants of Petley,
Aspen and Middle Lance Cove asking
that the sum of $150 be granted for
the purpose of constructing a road
and wharf. I hope the Government
will see itgs way clear to grant this
request, and I would ask that the
matter be referred to the department
to which it relates.

M R.TARGETT—I beg to support
this petition.

MR. ABBOTT—I beg to present a
petition from the inhabitants of Bay-
ley’s Cove in the District of Bonavista
asking for the sum of fifty dollars, to

build a road through agricultural pro-

perty. The petition ig largely signed.
Also g petition from the inhabitants
of Newman’s Cove asking

sum of $80 be granted for the build-

that the

h:—l:.'_'l-_'&_— L v
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ing of a landing place in that local-
ity. I hope the Government will see
its way clear to grant the request of
the petitioners, and I would ask that
the petition be received and referred
to the department to which it relates.

Petitions were presented by Mr
Targett from Whitbourne re Timber
Limits, Mr. Targett from Winterton
re Bait Depot, Mr. Stone from Hatchet
Cove re Road, Mr. Abbott from Bay-
ley's Cove re Landing Place.

Hon. the Prime Minister presented
the Report of the Commission of In-
ternal Economy.

Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary
presented the Report of the Post-
master General and the Report of the
Newfoundland "Agricultural Board.

Mr. Currie asked the Hon. Minls-
ter of Finance and Customs to lay
upon the table of the House a detailed
statement of the expenditure of
-$351,829.08 on Home Defence during
the year 1917-1918.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS—The Chairman from
the Committee of the Whole on Sup-
ply reported certain Resolutions
which were read a first time as fol-
lows:

Public Debt and Manage-
ment. . AR giee, 5 b0 L
Pensions ... . . 5,421.36

Administration of Justice. 255,786.00
Hdueation .. .. .. .. an 5,300.00
Public Charities. . 599,171.80

The said resolutions being read a
second time, it wags moved that the
House concur with the committee

therein and the said Resolutions were
agreed to. .

Pursuant to order and on motion of
the Prime Minister the Bill entitled
“An Act to Amend the ‘Fire Patrel
Act,” Cap. 16, 1 George V. (1911),”
was read a third time and passed, and
it was ordered that it be engrossed
being entitled as above, and that it be
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sent to the Legislative Council with
a message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs, the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on
Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsong took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

MR. CURRIE—I would like to point
out the fact that not a single report
from any department has as yet been
tabled.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS—Quite a lot have
been tabled this afternoon.

MINISTER» OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—The Report of the Mar-
ine and Fisheries Department has
been tabled long ago.

MR. CURRIE—It is hardly fair to
expect us to go through these today.
I think these matters ought to stand
over for a day or so. A short time
ago I asked a question with regard
to the reasong for dismissing on verv
short notice a lighthouse keeper at
Bonavista. White is the name of the
man. He has been twenty-three years
in the public service and he was dis-
missed on the 31st of March last
with only six days’ notice, no reason
being given for his dismissal. Surely
a man so long in the service of the
public is entitled to better treatment
than being dismissed in the middle of
winter. He must have been efficient
to have held his position for so long.
As it was, he had no chance to look

about him for a place on so short
notice,

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Your information is
misleading.

MR. CURRIE—Anyway, a man 23
or 24 years in the public service is
entitled to some consideration unless




120

he has committed some extraordin-
ary crime. I say he ig entitled to
some recognition or some pensicn
from the Goverment. 1 asked before
if a pension had been provided for
thig lightkeeper. There was ne reply
and apparently the Government do not
intend to give any reply. It is a most
extraordinary situation, and I think
the House is entitled to some explana-
tion of the circumstances. So far as

can gather several Government offi-
cials were dismissed with only five
days’ notice. These men, namely, U.
Abbott, F. White, John Mifflen and
John Abbott, Lighthouse and Fog
Alarm Keepers, had to clear out at
1.30 on Monday meorning, March 31st,
and new officials took charge. They
were, according to the statement I
have in my hand, dismissed without
reason and not given any opportunity
to defend themselves in any way. This
is not the sort of treatment they might
have expected or what is called the
fishermen’s rights.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—The trouble is, you
have only one side of the question.
An explanation is being prepared.

MR. CURRIE—We have waited
long enough for the answer, and there
is no reason why we cannot get it
now.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—I am not going to state
my reason in the House now. You
were told that the information was
being prepared. Isn't that satisfac-

tory?

MR. CURRIE—It is like Christmas;
it's ﬂnmirll&:. -

MINI$ R OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES—If you live vou will sce
Christmas when it comes. You ought
to t and see.

CURRIE—I think it is a case
off wait and see all the time. This
is the gort of thing that is being at-
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tempted all over the country and the
control of the Civil Service or parts

of it passes entirely out of the hands

of the Government. Recently the F.

P. U. Councils at Burin called for
of Light-

house Keeper there, and the same

tenders for the position

thing was done at Wesleyville,

MINISTER OF MARINE ANI}

FISHERIES—The F. P. U. had noth-
ing to do with it.

MR. CURIRE—I think it is
trary to all sense of right that the

Government should be controlled by

any organization; the principle 1is
wrong and besides it is taking affairs

out of the hands of the elected re-

presentatives of the people. These
people whom I have referred to held
their positions long enough, irre-
spective of the service they per-
formed, not to be put on the street in
the middle of a winter’s night with-
out any opportunity or given any
chance of defending themselves. I
think the House is entitled to an ex-
planation this afternoon.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE.—
We will allow the vote to stand.

MR. MORINE—Seeing that this
matter concerns the people that I
represented for a number of years,
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