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Proceedings
OF THE

House of Assembly of Newfoundland

SESSION 1919

WEDNESDAY, April 2, 1919.

The General Assembly having, by
several Proclamations of His Ezxcel-
lency the Governor hereto prefixed,
been prorogued until this day, the
members thereof met in the Assembly
Room.

- At three of the clock in the after-
noon .a message from His Excellency
the Governor was delivered by the
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,

commanding the immediate attend-
ance of Mr. Speaker and the House in

L

the Council Chamber. Accordingly,
Mr. Speaker and the House attended
His Excellency the Governor in the
Council, and, having returned to the
Assembly Room, Mr. Speaker in-
formed the House that when 1 at-
tendance on Higs Ezxcellency the Gov-
ernor in the Council Chamber, His
Excellency had been pleased to make
a gracious speech to both branches of
the Legislature, of which, for greater
accuracy, he had obtained a copy
and which he read to the House as

follows:

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly:

It is with mingled sentiments of pride and thankfulness that I
greet you to-day; pride in the wonderful success of the Allied arms

in the Great World War which ended in November last; and
thankfulness at the termination of a conflict which has caused
untold miseries to the greater portion of the human race. I

trust that from the wreck and devastation of the War, better, more
enduring and happier conditions may arise, ushering in a new era
of peace and contentment, which ,will in some measure justify and
atone for the great sacritices of blood and treasure which have
been poured forth so freely and unselfishly upon the altar of Liberty.

At the time of the last session of this Legislature it will be

¥ remembered that the fortunes of the Allies were most critical, and the
| War situation was of the utmost gravity. Under those circumstances

2 a Bill was introduced to postpone for a second time the General
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Election, and the Legislature then determined that the term of the
present Assembly should be limited to April 30th., 1919,

Thanks under God, however, to the almost superhuman exertions
made by the Allies, the tenacity and sustained gallantry of the soldiers,
and the continued pressure of the Navy, the situation underwent such a
change during the latter part of the summer and autumn that armis-
tices have been signed with the enemie¢s. The victory for which
we have been hoping and praying has been achieved. The Peace
Conference, which followed the conclusion of hostilities, has been

1n session some months. Problems of international significance and
far reaching importance, which may call for legislative action and :
approval, “are in course of settlement at the Conference and my |
Ministers feel that the Government must be in a position to call the
Assembly together whenever necessary without any undue delay.

There are many problems of first-class importance
connected with the demobilization of our soldiers and A
sailors, their re-establishment in civil life, the making ot
provision for War debts and obligations as well as questions of trans-
portation by land and sea, which call for a new mandate from the
country, and a newly elected and full House of Assembly to deal with
them. These problems are urgent

The object for which the Legislature is now called together is to
make provision for that immediate appeal to the electorate which the
legislation of last Session necessitates, and to enable the use of the
last voters’ lists, which was taken over twelve months ago.

' The work of comnvleting another list would throw unnecessary
expense on the country, and cause delay in appealing to the electorate.

Your consideration will be invited, therefore, to oroposals for
amending the Election Act, in order to legalize the use in the forth-
coming General Election of the Voters’ List taken in 1917. Care will
be had to ensure that the electoral qualifications of Newfoundlanders
who have been serving in His Majesty’s Naval and Military forces
shall in no way be affected by their absence abroad on active service J
during the period of the War, and you will be asked to approve an :
amendment to the Act to this effect.

You will be asked also to extend the franchise to Newfoundland
sailors and soldiers, under the age of 21 years, who have been over-
seas with His Majesty’s Forces.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly:

I am happy to be in a position to inform you that there was a



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS s

substantial excess of Revenue over Expenditure tv the amount of
One Million, One Hundred and Seventy Thousand, Six Hundred and
Twenty-seven Dollars and Ninety-four Cents, for the past fiscal year,
and it is gratifying to know that a surplus of revenue over expenduture
for the current fiscal year may also be anticipated as the Customs’
Revenue for the eight months ending on February 28th shows an
increase of One Million, Four Hundred and Fifty-four Thousand,
»ix Hundred and Twenty-three Dollars over the receipts for the same
period last year.

You will be invited to vote the necessary funds to defray the
expenses of the forthcoming General Election.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable House of Assembly:

The tidings of the death of Prince John stirred the sympathetic
feelings of Their Majesties’ devoted subjects throughout the Do-
minion. It was my sad duty to convey to the Royal Household an
expression of sorrow and sympathy of our people in their affliction,
which has knit even closer together the ties of love and loyalty which
bind us to the Throne.

In response to a summons from the Right Honourable the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies the Prime Minister attended during
the summer the sittings of the Imperial War Cabinet, and represented
the Dominion in the discussion and determination of vital issues
connected with the conduct of the War. He also participated in the
deliberations of the Imperial Conference which dealt with varied and
.complex problems affecting the present and future policy of the
Empire. . s

In November last following upon the signing of the armistice,-'
the Prime Minister was recalled to London by the British Governnient
to take his place in the Imperial War Cabinet in connection with the
discussion and formulation of terms of Peace. Later he ' proceeded
to Paris with the British Empire delegation and took part in ° the
Peace Conference there, actively interesting himself in all matters
affecting or likely to affect the Dominion. Before returning home
he represented Newfoundland’s position to the Imperial authorities
and received an assurance that our interests would be very carefully
safeguarded.

My Ministers decided to endeavour to raise locally and in Canada
the moneys required for the continued prosecution of the War and
issued a Victory War Loan. Their faith in the patriotism and public
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spirit of the people was fully justified by the magnificent result
achieved, the amount of the issue being considerably oversubscribed
within a very short period. This response is most gratifying as an
evidence of the confidence of our people in the resources and possi-
bilities of the country.

The continual growth and expansion of our trade and commerce
of late years, combined with the increasing importance. of our
relations with the Mother Country, having emphasized the necessity
of adequate representatiom-there, my Ministers arranged for the
appointment of a High Commissioner in London to look after the
trade and commercial interests of the Dominion.

I avail of this opportunity to extend a hearty welcome home to
our soldiers and sailors who have represented Newfoundland so
valiantly and well during the past four years amid the changing
fortunes and bitter hardships of War. Mere words cannot express
our feelings of appreciation and admiration of their wonderful work.
Their deeds are eloquent and pass to judgment before them. On land
and sea and in the air their worth has been proven and their fame has
spread far and wide. Those who have died for the Right have bequeath-
ed us a precious legacy—the undying memory of duty performed even
to the death, and the eternal fragrance of that love which exceeds all
others—that a man lay down his life for his friends. Their loss to the
country can never fully be estimated, because it is impossible to
compute the value of the chivalry, honour, self-sacrifice and devotion
to duty which these men possessed in the highest degree. We can
only endeavour to prove worthy of the glorious heritage which they
have purchased for us at such a price.

. In taking leave of you I trust that your deliberations may con-
duce to the further welfare and prosperity of Newfoundland and that
Divine Providence may guide you. in the performance of your duties.

. It. was moved by Mr. Downey and
seconded by Mr. LeFeuvre that an
~ Address of Thanks be presented to
His Excellency in reply to the grac-
ious speech with which he had been
pleased to open the present session
of the Legislature, and that a Select
Committe be appointed to draft such
Address in Reply.

MR. DOWNEY :—I rise to move the
appointment of a Select Committee to
draft an Address in Reply to the
gpeech with which His Excellency has

opened the present
Legislature.

I take advantage of the occasion to
give expression to the feeling of
thankfulness in all our hearts over
the assurance that we were warrant-
ed in accepting, that in the immedi-
ate future a just and, it is to be
hoped, a lasting peace will be given
to the world. |

The past four years will merit to be
considered an epochal period in the
world’s history. Its result is that,

session of the
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fortunately, the prospect today for
democracy and the evolution of its
many * promising conceptions are in
brilliant contrast to what the future
would hold for us had it been possible
that Germany and her allies had
been victorious.

It is inconceivable to us that a peo-
ple so virile and resourceful, so per-
severing and so enlightened as the
Germans could be contented to live
under the system of petty-serfdom
that was the characteristic of  their
despotic system of Government.

Every cloud, we are told, has its
gilver lining, and even the lurid war-
cloud of the past four years now
breaking is showing a rift of silver
in the evident determination of ali
the peoples of Central Europe to end
the despotic systems of Goveinment
they have so long endured. Possibly,
in course of time, they will even come
to recognise the debt they owe our
allies aud ourselves for this happy
result, and we, in turn, can congrat-
ulate ourselves that we have had the
good fortune to be contributory to
this through the limited, but effici-
ent, measure of aid we were able to
render the Motherland through the
patriotism and valor of our naval
contingent and our regiment.

The splendid fighting qualities of
our men have attained for Newfound-
land, in the short period of the war,
a notoriety and measure of apprecia-
tion that would otherwise not have
come to us for many years, and the
country will be ready to accept its
liability and give an appreciable, if
not a fully adequate, recognition of
this—the latter I feel it would be im-
possible to give.

In the last session, Mr. Speaker, it
was deemed wise to extend the term
of the life of the present Parliament,
but the date of the extension was ar-
bitrarily set to the 30th April. The
Government, therefore, has no alter-

’
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native but to accept the decision of
the Legislature in this matter, but as
the realisation of the conditions of
peace may call for legislation.in the
Dominions as well as in the Mother
Country, it is deemed imperative that
a Parliament, with a mandate from
the people to deal comprehensively
with the many important problems
awaiting ratification, should be avail-
able, there is no resource other than
an appeal to the electorate in the im-
mediate future.

This, in turn, calls for legislation
to legalise the utilisation of the
voters’ list taken in 1917, and to en-
sure to our Reservists and to the men
of the Regiment, the right of fran-
chise which a technicality in the
Election Act would deprive them of
if this were not amended.

It is indeed a matter for congratu-
lation that our revenue has respond-
ed so materially to the somewhat in-
creased scale of taxation of the last
session. This is an evidence of the
country’s ability to confidently under-
take the consideration of any econo-
mic problem that the discharge of
our war responsibilities may thrust
upon us.

Our claim that we are the “oldest
and most loyal Colony” has made
ample verification during the war,
and the measure of sympathy that
went out so voluntarily to the Royal
Family over the recent death of
Prince John further establishes this
contention.

It is gratifying to know that the
Mother Country fully appreciates the
measure of sacrifice we made in the
interest of the Empire and of human-
ity during the war Realisation of
this appreciation was the calling of
this country into the councils of the
Empire in the formulation of the
conditions of peace, and I entertain
no doubt that when the record of the
transactions are available, that it will
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be found that our Prime Minister has
acceptably and ably contributed to
the stabilitating of our new status as
a Dominion.
I move, Mr. Speaker, for the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee.
MR. LeFEUVRE:—Mr. Speaker, I
rise, sir, to second the motion for the
Select Committe to be appointed to
draft an Address in Reply to the
gracious speech of His Excellency
the Governor, so ably proposed in his
~usual eloquent style by my Honorabpre
fetend the member for St. George’s.
The main features of the speech
are references to the signing of the
armistice in November last and the
consequent cessation of hostilities
and the forthcoming general election.
On the occasion of this House being
called into session in 1914 I had the
privilege of speaking to the motion
on the Address in Reply. That, Mr.
Speaker, will be called our first war
session. Although the peace treaty
has not been signed, yet it was with
thankful hearts that we witnessed the
signing of the armistice which ended
military and naval operations in No-
vefber last.

~ We little thought when in 1914 we
enacted legislation authorising the
raising of the Volunteer Corps in this
country that more than four years
would elapse before those bays would
be free to again return and that so
many of them would never return.
Mere words seem inadequate to ex-
press the thanks which are due to
those noble boys who so nobly fought
and nobly died. They fought and
bled not alone for Newfoundland, but
for the honor of that Constitution
under which we are governed and
which affords us the liberty and free-
dom which we are all so apt to take
as a matter of course, forgetting that
centuries of time have passed and
generations of men have come and
gone and the blood of martyrs in the
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cause of liberty and freedom have

given us that epitome of liberty which
we call the British Constitution

It is this for which our boys have
fought and whatever may have been
the motive from which they volunteer-
ed whether the pure spirit of patriot-
ism or a feeling of comradeship or
otherwise, this we do know that
wherever hard work was to be done,
whether the fight was raging at its
worst, there the Newfoundlanders
won and merited the title of “better
than the best.”

Who, then, Mr. Speaker, will dare
to say that in the proposed amendment
to the Election Act giving to every
soldier who has gone overseas the
right of the franchise, irrespective of
age, that we are doing a little more
than we should do to make some rec-
ognition of the services of our boys.

The other matter referred to in the
speech have been touched on by my
Honorable friend, and I now pass on
to His Excellency’s remark on the
financial condition of the Dominion.
It 'is gratifying, Mr. Speaker, to know
that we have had such a substantial
balance to eur credit at the end of
the last fiscal year. It is equally
pleasing to be told that we expect a
similar balance at the end or the
current year.

This, Mr. Speaker, is all the more
gratifying when we remember the
rather depressing state of affairs un-
der which this House met at the be-
ginning of the war. A general feeling
of depression naturally was felt by
all, but we should be thankful to find
ourselves better off financially in
spite of the fact that war conditions
prevailed for over four years. Thanks
to the British Navy, not forgetting
our own brave sailor lads, the sea
has been kept clear and our products
have been marketed in spite of sub-
marines and other perils from the
sea.
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Before I resume my seat I will take
advantage of this opportunity to pub-
licly tender to the Right Hon. the
Prime Minister my sincere congratu-
Iations on the high honors lately con-
ferred on him by His Majesty tne
King, and I also add the hope that he
may long be spared to enjoy the
same,

With these remarks, Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to second the motion that a Select
Committee be appointed 'to draft an
Address in Reply to His Excellency’s
Speech.

MR. MORINE :—Mr. Speaker, these
are days when precedents are being
smashed. One of them is that the
Leader of the Opposition should speak
first after the Mover and Seconder of
the Address. Now it is the only in-
dependent member of the House who
takes the position, as the Official Op-
position have been courteous enough
to allow me as senior member of the
Assembly to make a few remarks at
this stage.

We have heard the Mover and
Seconder in brief addresses. The ad-
dresses which they have made this after
noon have only been enough to make
us regret that these gentlemen have
been so long under the stultifying in-
fluence of that side of the House, and
have not had an opportunity of de-
veloping the talents which they so
evidently possess. Perhaps after the
election which is about to take place
they may grace this side of the House
and show to their constituents how
fully they deserve their support.

I wish to extend my hearty congrat-
ulations to the honorable gentlemen
opposite who since this House last
met have had the honor of Knighthood
conferred upon them. I recognize that
the honor bestowed upon the Premier
is one intended for the Colony. This
has been the custom of late years, and

is only one of many recognitions given -

the Colony from time to time. This
goes to show that though small, we

are not forgotten. The splendid ser-
vices of our brave soldiers and sailors
have called forth the admiration and
gratitude of the motherland, and if we
are getting a larger share of these
honors, which to outsiders may be
considered out of all proportion, still
Sir, I think we may claim they are
only in equitable proportion to the
quality of the services rendered to the
Empire by our magnificent soldiers
and sailors.

The honor conferred wupon Sir
Michael Cashin I regard more as a
personal one; quite true he has been
one of our many Acting Premiers dur-
ing the past two years, but he has
been for many years a member of this
House. And although a political op-
ponent of mine, I admire his straight-
forward and manly qualities, and it is
because of these sterling gualities that
I offer him my sincere congratulations.
In other days there were no K.B.E.’s
going, honors were not so plentiful,
but perhaps more esteemed.

I am just thinking if there are no
other Knighthoods to be announced.
Is it not among the possibilities of the
future that wemay soon have a Sir
John and a Sir William? The last
named has quite recently returned
from abroad, where he visited such
historic spots as St. Paul’s, Westmin-
ister Abbey and the Tower of London.
So far as I can learn there are some
people who do not care a rap whether
the honorable gentleman was buried
in Westminister or beheaded in Lon-
don Tower. “In the midst of life we
are in death,” and I now turn to that
reference in the Speech from the
Throne to the great sorrow which has
come to our King and the Queen in the
death of Prince John. Death is no
respecter of persons; the same burden
of sorrow comes to the Palace as to
the hovel. On occassions such as this I
think only of our great King as a good
father, and of the Queen as the noblest
type of true womanhood, following in
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the footsteps of that noble woman,
Victoria the Good. When we think of
them in their affliction, let us cast
aside rank and title and remember
them only as father and mother.

And now, Sir, I want to say I was
struck by some references made ‘Ey
the previous speakers to peace being
established. I cannot give assent to
the conclusion expressed by the Mover
of the Address that the war had ter-
minated. <Certain terrible phases of
the conflict have passed, but it cannot
be 3aid that the war has ended official-
ly or in fact. We hear and read much
of the triumphs of democracy, but so
far as I can discern there is necthing
in the conditions existing in Europe
" to-day to warrant us in the conclusion
that wars will cease. On the contrary
one sees on every hand signs that
wars will never cease. Does anyone
note a resolution on the part of the
peoples of Europe to end wars for all

"~ time? Newsprints have been prone

to tell us that Germany’s war was
caused and maintained by the classes;
that the common people were not heart
and soul in the struggle; but I con-
tend that the Germans were one and
indivisible in this fight for the mas-
tery of the world, and let us be not
deceived. Germany and her people;
they are of the same mind now as
when they went into the war. There
is nothing to convince us that she will
be any different under the regime of
the peasant from what she has been
under the rule of a Kaiser. Therefore
we should always hold arms guarded
onthe Rhine.

I would like to make one or twc
remarks on the personnel of the
statesmen who are now taking part
in the great world Peace Conference
as they appear to me. We as Brit-
ishers have the greatest admiration
for that outstanding world figure iIn
the person of the Premier of Great
Britain, Mr. Lloyd George. I regard
him as the greatest of them all. There

Y

is an ancient doctrine amongst the
people of England that in a grave
national crisis God raises up the man
who shall lead the people. There
were some who might quarrel with
what has been designated a League
of Nations, and men may dispute as
to whether such a league is superioi
to a balance of power alliance; but
name it what you may, world peace
must depend on the three partners,
Great Britain, France and the United
States of America. An offensive and
defensive alliance between these
countries, to which might be added
Italy and the smaller nations, is the
hope for,K that peace and security we
all so much desire.

The other notable figures at the
Peace Conference are that wonderful
Frenchman Clemenceau, and that
great American, President Wilson;
his was a great mission and we
know how faithfully he is endeavor-
ing to use the great opportunities
which are his to serve the cause of
justice and humanity. Sir, I would
not be fair if in passing I failed to
pay my humble tribute to that other
great American who has passed out
of life a short time since. I refer
now, sir, to Theodore Roosevelt. " He
was indeed a man’s man, of great
force and character. He was the
most typical American I have ever
known, representing as he did all
that was best and virile in that great
nation of which he was so exalted a
citizen, a man who did yeoman ser-
vice for Great Britain and her Allies
before the United States entered the

war.

I am in hearty accord with the
sentiments of appreciation that have
been expressed in this debate to-
wards those gallant fellows, our sol-
diers. But I would like to say by
way of warning, let us not forget
that the empty flattery of words, the
empty tribute of words to those who

. _-—l——l—.l.l_*_. -
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have paid the supreme sacrifice, and
to those who have come back to us,
will not be enough. It is not what
we say of them, but what we do for
them, that will count. I think it was
the mover of this Address who said
that those who have died have per-
formed the greatest service for this
country, and to whom we should be
most grateful; but I want to point
out that we should be grateful also
to those who have fought and come
baék to us. When they volunteered
they made their sacrifice. They laid
themselves upon the altar of their
country then; they dutifully gave
themselves up; willingly took their
lives in their hands; and mind you,
gir, during all this time were con-
scious of the risks they were taking,
and the sacrifice which they might

be called upon to pay. It was not
when they had paid the price, but
when they offered to pay the price,

that they made the greatest sacri-
fice. In this connection I regret to
say, sir, that I do not see signs of
what appears to me to be adequate
attempts to meet - the demands of
these men. We are too apt to think
that when we have paid pensions to
those who have been wounded, when
we have paid our tribute of respect
to those who have died, that we
have in a large degree discharged the
obligations which rest upon us to our
soldiers. Meantime, unfortunately,
we attempt to minimise in our own
minds the debt we owe these men.
We see them, perhaps, moving around
strong, well and apparently happy,
and we say to ourselves that after all
these men have gone through the
fight have had the experience, and
have come back, why should we do
anything more for them. But, can
we ever replace the wasted Yyears,
and the wasted opportunities that

they perforce had to let slip by; can
we ever put them back again where

they were when they went, or, even
still more, they would have been had
they not gone? Four years out of the
life of a young man is a period which
can never be returned to him, and _the
occasions which he loses upon which
he might profit himself, and the op-
portunities he misses to learn things
in these four years, we can never
compensate him for. And so, when
we meet him on the street, young and
strong, and think to pass him with-
out further thought, we ought to have
in mind these wasted years and wast-
ed opportunities and the sacrifice
that he has made. Are we grappling
with this problem in an earnest way?
The Government has held out some
sort of promise that after an election
some such earnest attempt will be
made. That is not really satisfactory
to me, because it is a promise and
nothing more. In the meanwhile
valuable time 1is passing. In my
humble judgment we ought to have
met here for the purpose of consid-
ering téntatively at least an adequate
plan of re-establishment of our sol-
diers in a more or less permanent
wiay; but, unfortunate, that is an
opportunity that we have lost.

With reference to the proposal to
hold a general election at this time,
I think that really I am more consist-
ent with the stand I took in the last
session than anybody in either
branch of the Legislature. When it
was proposed last session to extend
the time of the House, it was first
proposed that the end of the year be
the time allotted, but subsequently
the 30th April was decided upon. 1
supported the bill for the extension.
Members of the Opposition in the
Upper House opposed it very bitter-
ly; and in this House it was opposed
in a more modified way by the gentle-
men on this side of the Chamber. But
I personally supported the bill on

the ground that I thought there ought
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to be no election till the men who
had fought for the Empire and our
Country had come back. These men
are not back yet, and will not be
back for some time to come. There-
fore, I think the election ought not
to be held until the Autumn of the
year. I supported the bill on another
ground as well, and that was that the
electorate ought not be asked to
pass upon the work of the Govern-
ment until they were enabled tp pass
an intelligent opinion thereon. The
evidence from which the electorate
would be asked to base their opinion
would be the record that the Govern-
ment has to produce since it acquir-
ed power. That record would show
how the responsibilities of its admin-
istration have been carried out; how
the duties of its office have been per-
formed; and how its obligations to
the people whom it sought to repre-
sent were fulfilled. In other words,
the manner in which it had dis-
charged its stewardship would have
to be shown. The electorate could
not be expected to intelligently re-
view the record which the Govern-
ment ought to lay before them un-
less sufficient time were allowed for
assimilation of the facts laid before
the people. We cannot expect the
people to judge the merits or demer-
its of the present administration un-
less they were in a position to have
all the evidence before them, and a
gufficient time within which to digest
that evidence. I felt last year that
if an election had been reached that
the people would not be in that
happy position to clearly determine
the issues of an election contest; and
that reason operates just as strongly
in my mind today. In the short time
at our disposal it is not to be expect-
ed that sufficient facts can be laid
before the people to enable them to
come to an intelligent decision upon

the questions upon which they will

be asked to vote; and it is neither
fair to the Government, nor fair to
the people, nor in the interests of the
Country, to have an election under
such c¢ircumstances. Accordingly 1
took the position and made it known
In certain quarters so that it might
reach the ears of the Government that
as far as I was personally concerned
I was now prepared to vote for the
further extension of the life of Par-
liament; and that if a bill were in-
troduced here today to extend the
life of the Government for either six
or nine months that I would give it
my hearty support. Reference has
been made to the 30th April in the
sense that limiting the life of Par-
liament in that way means that an
election ought to be held not later
than that date, but that is not the
case. The House might have beejy
extended under the present law on
the 30th of April and the Government
might have gone on until the Fall,
when an election would have been
held. 1f, in the meantime, anything
untoward had happened and it was
thought desirable to have the House
summoned that contingency might

have been provided against by having

an Extension Bill put through at this
session, so that if it were found wise
to meet before the election of the
Fall it might have been possible to
do so. However, no such occasion is
likely to arise. There is nothing
likely to result from the Peace Con-
ference which would necessitate an
unusual summoning of our Legisla-
ture; and with confidence we might
have looked forward to being undis-
turbed until the election date. It has
been very fairly said upon the other
side, as it was very fairly said by
the Opposition that this House orig-
inally was elected for four years,
and has now long gone over its time;
that it has received no mandate from

the people to remain in office; and
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that, therefore, there ought to be an
election. I accept the Government
argument that in the interest of the
Government it was not expedient to
have the conduet of its, affairs pre-
judiced by election contests during
the past few years; but now we are

~in the position of an election sprung

upon us; and we are told that people
will be asked to go to the poll in the
month of May, when ice and other
physical conditions around our coast
may make it absolutely impossible to
hold the election at all; when in
every district north of Trinity and
probably north of Cape Ray it will
be absolutely impossible to visit one
half of the villages and settlements
comprised therein. It will be impos-
sible to meet the electors; it will be
impossible to lay before them and
ask their verdict upon facts connected
with the administration of their af-
fairs for the past six years. The
people will be called upon to give a
judgment which they cannot hope ‘o
base on evidence. During the course
of the past six years the Government
perforce has had to keep secret many
details of their work. It is safe lo
say that the people generally do not
know one half of what has taken
place. We in this House do not know
it; and without being in possession
of all that information we are expect-
ed to criticise upholding or opposing
the party at present im power. Dur-
ing the session we have not time to
ask for the information which we de-
sire to be tabled, nor have we time
to engage in a discussion which
would, through the public press, go
to the people for their enlightenment.
The people in the various districts
will be asked to vote one way or the
other without the slightest knowledge
of the issues upon which they are
supposed to pass an opinion. That

is a position which to my mind
should not be a.lluwgd to be created.

But what the Government is ask-
ing for is a mandate to come back
in order to pass important measures,
depending upon very important ques-
tions of policy, but this mandate will
be given by the people at a time
when they are not in a position to
give an intelligent mandate. Had
the election taken place at the cus-
tomary time in the month of Novem-
ber, every question affecting the pol-
icy of the Government could have
been discussed upon political plat-
forms, and the people could have
given a verdict that would have been
a mandate indeed, but I am afraid
that if the Government is returned
at an election in the Spring, force of
circumstances will prohibit the peo-
ple’s verdict from being in any true
sense a mandate.

The Government will go to the
country as usual, but it will obvious-
ly be impossible for any organised
opposition to place and air their
views before the people, and it is in
view of this entire lack of opposi-
tion that I contend the time is.not
suited for an election and that a ver-
dict of the people will be in no sense
a mandate, rather will it be as a
blank: cheque given to the Govern-
ment from the people; a blank cheque
because the people will perhaps have
no opportunity to give anything else.
Will the Premier feel, that with such
a cheque he will be morally author-
ised to fill it in?

These are things which occurred
to me and which I know will occur
to those people, who by means of
newspapers are in communication
with political life of the country.
Standing here as an independent
member of the House, one unconnect-
ed either to the Opposition or the
Government, possibly having no fut-

ure connection with either party, 1

say, this position appeals to me very

deeply, and I would ask the Govern- (




14 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

ment, if it be not too late yet, to take
its time over this question and in the
interest of the country ventilate every
possible argument in the interest of
the country I believe that from their
own view point the mc.upers of the
present Government are as anxious
to serve the people as I am myself,
and in view of these things, I ask, is
there not yet time to consider wheth-
er it will be ultimately expedient to
hold an election at this most incon-
venient season of the year, and if it
would not be better to wait until such
time as the country will be able and
competent to give an honest and a
fair verdict. How can the Govern-
ment feel that they have a moral
mandate and that they will be justi-
fied in passing important legislation
in this House? I do not endeavor to
predict the result of the election. 1
do not know enough about the feel-
ings of the country. I would ask that
the Premier face these arguments
fairly and squarely. Perhaps they do
not appeal to him. Perhaps it is not
too late for him to extend the life of
this Parliament for another year. 1
may say, Mr. Speaker, that if the
Government were prepared to con-
gider this possibility, I, myself, am
prepared to give my heartiest sup-
port to the bill.

THE RT. HON THE PRIME MIN-
ISTER:—I must offer my congratu-
lations to the mover and the second-
er of the Address in Reply to the
Speech from the Throne. 1 realise
that the speakers have had, as it
were, bricks to make without much
straw, because after all there are
very few proposals of legislation em-
bodied in the Speech. The Speech is
somewhat long, but the measures
foreshadowed therein are extremely
short, and their task must therefore
be a very embarrassing one, but na-
turally enough they utilise the refer

ences that the present times cal

forth, and although the war may nof
have reached its termination, in the
opinion of an independent member ol
this Assembly, yet there is no doub!
that the present time is an occasion
for joy as our sailors and soldiers
are coming back to their homelanc
after doing noble deeds .and perform-
ing their duty to their country an¢
the Empire.

I thank the Honorable member for
Bonavista, the father of the House,
for his kindly admonitions. There
was much in the way of advice that
we must take from our paternal
guardian and receive with filial re-
spect, but even when we dg receive
it with filial respect, it does not nec-
essarily follow, in our years of dis-
cretion, that we should naturally.
and as a matter of course, follow it
I thank him for his kindly reference
to myself. I recognise that the honor
that has been done me by the King
has not been due to any merit off
my own. I recognise that the great
honors which have been conferred
upon me is due perhaps entirely to
the office that I had the good fortune
to occupy by possessing the confid-
ence of the majority of the members
of this House. The honors that were
given, were given to honor Newfound-
land. I have merely been the recipi-
ent of them.

Today we have met here to ask the
Legislature for an opportunity to go
to the country, and we have decided
on this course after due deliberation
and careful thought. I shall refer to
this proposal again later.

Reference is made in the speeches
here today to my visit to the Home-
land. Naturally it was to me a
pleasant opportunity to re-visit the
land of my birth after many years. It
was a great education to a pbblic
man of Nfld. to meet the Ileading
figures of the Eplpire, and not only
the great men of our own Empire,

-
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but also the men among our Allies
who have made good both upon the
battlefields and in the legislative
halls and counecil chambers. 1 re-
gard the Prime Minister of England
as the greatest figure in the Peace
Conference. When I had the oppor-
tunity of coming across him first
early in June last, I was expecting to
see a man war-worn and bowed down
by care. To my astonishment I saw
a man buoyvant, full of life, good
spirits and activity. Yet he was the
one great figure today who has been
bearing heavy burdens from the be-
ginning of hostilities, a man to
whose unwearying efforts we largely
owe the victorious issue of the war.

In saying this, I do not wish to de-
preciate other great figures. Clemen-
ceau, “The _Tiger of France” is a re-
markable man, a man who, Wwhen
France was almost worn out with the
intensity of the struggle, buoyed up
her spirit, and inspired her to sus-
tained efforts until victory was achiev-
ed. To his unfailing energy, to his
determination to see that France won
out, we owe an incalcuable share of
the victory that has come to us, and
then the other great leaders: the great
Foch, grim, silent, determined and
able; capable to grasp and competent

to do; the President and leaders
of the United States of America,
whose army was just at that

time rapidly growing to a power that
was a telling factor in the War. This
time last year America had been at
War twelve months., She had just got
into the field with comparatively few
men. America had only one or two
divisions in the field, and these were
not fit for fighting. That was the
time when the struggle was at its
worst and the crisis at its greatest,
and we were not receiving, and had
not received, from the United States,
that aid which they were capable of

giving and which they did give after- -
wards. But after that crisis had pass- i
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ed the United States made efforts and
tremendous efforts to supply men and
materials. At that time practically all
the workshops of England and all the
mines of England were stripped of
men able to bear arms, right up to
the age of 50, and every soldier who
had any training at all was shipped
off to France. At one time there were
300,000 sent to France within a few
days, so great was the struggle, and
so great the need of men. The great
question in England was “Can we
hold out? Is it possible for the Allies
to keep going until the great United
States has got its forces over and can
give the determining blow in the
struggle?’ For months past the anx-
jety --had been great. Our soldiers
knew that to give way at all meant
ruin, and the question was whether or
not the German power was sufficient
to break in between the French and
the English, turn their masses on the
French and annihilate them and after-
wards crush the English. It was hoped
or expected at that time that there
was any chance of an armistice being
signed for a long while to come, and
the great problem was to get over the
Americans—to take the shipping away
from other points—from the Pacific,
from the Indian Ocean, from the South
Atlantic, and throw it all in the North
Atlantic to bring them over as fast as
possible. And they were shipped over
in immense numbers—in some cases
as high as 300,000 within a week or so.
And even then the men that were being
shipped over were not all trained men.
But the British were grimly holding
the Germans and grimly determined
not to give an inch, no matter what
happened, and I can tell you this that
even in those days of depression and
uncertainty, there was an unshakable
determination in the British cabinet not
to give in. No matter even if France
were beaten and crushed, Britain

would fight on the sea and get back

'to the land and win out with the help

.
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of America. But the anxiety and
strain was there and the situation was
most critical. When the Germans
made their big effort in July and ac-
complished nothing, they got discour-
aged and lost heart. Then it was that
diplomacy and fighting went hand in
hand. The big campaign was started
in Palestine and at the same time
diplomacy was eXxercised with the
Turks and Bulgarians, which ended in
their abandoning the fight. Then Aus«
tria found that the game was up, and
she collapsed. Germany, finding her-
self alone, lost heart. When she saw
that victory was not possible she was
forced to come to terms.

Now Sir, it is easy enough to enlarge
on this matter, and having been over
there, one is tempted to make some
remarks about it. Reference having
been made to the Prime Minister of
England, I could not refrain from ex-
pressing what I thought of the efforts
made by himself and his Government,
and the big figures who were working
with him. After spending many iong
days in Council, I learned enough to
realize why Lloyd George was such
a big figure in the war. He was al-
ways fresh and full of energy, and had
the determination and force to over-
come all obstacles of difficulties, and
wit enough to devise ways and means
of meeting all situations.

Now, sir, I would Ilike to make
some short reference to some other
matters connected with the Imperial
Council. Naturally, sir, you will ap-
preciate that a very large proportion
of the work of the Conference was of
a confidential nature. It had very
iargely to do with the resources of
the Empire, tabulating and getting in-
formation together regarding all
kinds of resources, and determining
how these resources should be avail-
ed of in the near future; how the
Empire can be better kneaded to-
gether economically, and how the
different portions of the Empire can

best co-operate with each other for
the common good. Among the things
dealt with, were naturally those re-
sources which had to dgo particular-
ly with the defence of the Empire,
and which may be called key indus-
tries. It was a remarkable feature
of conditions at the outbreak of the
war that many of the resources of
the Empire which were absolutely
essential to defense, were found in
German hands, and it was marvel-
lous to the extent to which Germany
had taken over and controlled re-
sources of our Empire which are ab-
solutely essential to its safety. Mat-
ters such as these were dealt with,
and other subjects, but the one fea-
ture that struck me most forcibly
was the thoroughness of the different
committees and experts connected
with the Colonial Office in their prep-
aration of material for the confer-
ence and in devising means for the
betterment of the Empire. With re-
gard to the Imperial War Cabinet, the
position was taken that the extension
of the idea of an Imperial Cabinet,
which had been found best for war,
would also be best for peace. The
idea is tp bring together the Ministers
of the Crown from not only the Home
Country, but from the self-governing
portions of the Empire and from the
native states and British governed
parts of India as well. A decision
was taken that the usefulness of the
Imperial War Cabinet, having been so
strikingly evident, should not cease
with the war, but should continue
during time of peace, and in order
that this idea might be carried out it
was also determined that at any time
a Prime Minister should be in Lon-
don, he should be entitled to attend
the meetings of the Imperial Cabinet;
and further, that if he were not in

London, and one of his colleagues in
the Ministry should be, the Prime Min-
ister would have the right to delegate
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such Minister to represent him. I
don’t know that this particular feature
is of much interest to Newfoundland,
as it would scarcely be worth owm
while to permanently maintain a min-
ister in London. It is of more interest
to the larger Dominions, and there is
every prospect that we shall have in
London an Imperial Cabinet sitting
almost constantly. It is also a recog-
nized principle that a Prime Minister
should have the right to communicate
with the Prime Minister of the Home
land on matters of importance, and
in order to clear the way to freer com-
munication, particularly on matters of
first class importance, it was decided
that the usual channel of communi-
cation, from the cabinet to the Col-
onial Office, and then to the Depart-
ment which the matters concerns,
should be shortened by direct com-
munication between Prime Minister
and Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister of England is
a Minister with very onerous and im-
portant duties to perform and it would
not be just and right that any matter
not of Cabinet importance should form
the subject of communication between
the Prime Minister of the United King-
dom and Dominion Prime Ministers.
If so, they could only be relegated to
Private Secretaries, and the value of
this new channel of communication
would be lost.

We have taken into consideration
the views of the Opposition that there
are problems of far-reaching import-
ance to be grappled with arising out
of the demobilization of our soldiers
and sailors. Last year we had a sur-
plus and we have another surplus this
year. We will be calling upon that
surplus again as soon as we get the
approval of the country. It is not ab-
solutely the fact that we are mainly
giving out the kindly word to returned
soldiers and sailors and contenting our
selves merely with promises. We are
spending immense sums on returned

soldiers and sailors for which purpose
measures were passed in this House.
The Government have been giving and
are trying to give more than words,
and are learning their defects and
gaining experience in relation to these
matters affecting our returned soldiers
and sailors. There are daily new
problems coming up about which we.
have had not much experience. We
are all aware that it is impossible to
measure our debt to our soldiers and
sailors, and when the Hon. member
for Bonavista states that the efforts of
our gallant soldiers and sailors are
not adequately recognized he echoes
the sentiments of the entire House.
It is impossible to fully recognize them
because they are immeasurable. How-
ever, the Government are trying to
learn where the defects exist and are
earnestly determined to do everything
that it is possible to be done in the
matter. We are told that the country
should have an opporunity of knowing
us before the general election. Well,
if they do not know us by now I should
like to know when they will. My Hon.
friend, I understand, thinks there
should be no appeal to the country
just now on the grounds that the peo-
ple do not know us. We are what is
known as a National Government and
it is surely time the country knew
about the Government. The country
ought know by now whether we have
done any good and must also be aware
of any bad things we may have done.
I am prepared for whatever verdict
may be recorded at the poll. T am not
craving for power, nor are my col-
leagues. The Government are doing
what they believe is wisest in the
country’s interest. At the very earliest
moment we intend to ask the country
for a new mandate. Mandates are
usually set forth with Manifestoes and
that is what we propose to do. If the
people of this country think that there
are wiser heads in the Opposition to
carry on the burden of Government,
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I will be perfectly satisfied to abide
- by their decision. I will not quarrel
with the verdict whatever it may be.
Personally I am prepared to abandon
office if the voice of the people wishes
it, and I think that my colleagues are
of the same mind. We have had a
pretty big share of the responsibilities
of office during the past two years.
~Last year the Opposition vigorously
opposed any extension of the life of
Parliament, and were anxious to test
their strength and the life of Parlia-
ment was limited to suit their wishes
to April 30th this year. Now they have
got to live up to that. The country
will then be given an opportunity of
giving a verdict on our stewardship.
My Hon. friend thinks that we should
declare our policy now. We will do
that in our manifesto. That is the
course adopted by all other Govern-
ments.

We are making every effort 'to try
and get home the remainder of our
returned soldiers and sailors. Similar
efforts, I understand, are being made
in London. The bulk of our soldiers
and sailors are already back and they
will be given an opportunity of saying
whether we have done our duty or
otherwise by them and by the country.

The following Select Committee was
appointed to draft an Address in Re-
ply to the Speech from the Throne,
namely, Mr. Downey, Mr. LeFeuvre,
Mr. Targett, Mr. Currie.

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave
notice that on to-morrow he would
ask leave to introduce a Bill to Amend
the Election Act 1913.

Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs gave notice that he would on
to-morrow move that Supply be gra,nt-
ed to His Majesty.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rigses it adjourn until
to-morrow at three of the clock in the
afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

THURSDAY, April 3rd, 1919.

MR. WALSH:—I ask leave to pre-
sent a petition from the inhabitants
of Trepassey and a number of settle-
ments asking for a ferry. The peti-
tion is very largely and influentially
signed. It is signed by Rev. Father
O’Flaherty and Dr. Giovanetti and a
number of other residents of this
locality. The petition points out that
owing to lack of facilities for trav-
elling by water they are put to con-
siderable inconvenience and that if
a ferry is put across Trepassey har-
bor it would do away with a great
deal of this inconvenience which
these people suffer because they are
isolated from the clergyman and
doctor, and if they have top call either
one of these in a hurry, which is
often the .case, they must travel
down to the north side of Trepassey
ha,rbor,' and very often there is no
private boat available with the result
that they have to walk six or seven
miles to the south side, which is the
principal business part of the harbor
and where the priest and doctor live.
I have much pleasure in giving my
hearty support to the prayer of this
petition, and I trust that the Govern-
ment will see its way clear to accede
to the wishes of the petitioners which
in my mind, are very reasonable.

I have also a petition from the in-
habitants of Branch, in the District of
Placentia and St. Mary’s. This peti-
tion is very important and is largely
signed; I think by over two hundred
residents. I would ask the clerk to
read the petition. (Clerk read peti-
tion.) Mr. Speaker, anybody who is
at all familiar with conditions in this
particular settlement will appreciate
the importance of this request.
Branch is one of the most important
settlements in the District of Placen-
tia and St. Mary’s. Situate as it is
on a wild shore, they have not any
artificial harbor and they have not
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had any assistance rendered them
for a number of years. When I say
assistance, _J mean anything of very
much importance. The expenditure
of twenty, thirty, forty or even one
hundred dollars on a big place like
this is of wvery little use. I think
the Government should meet the re-
quest of petitioner and send a com-
petent man up- there, such as the
Government Engineer—I understand
he was sent to Grand Bank last year
and Grand Bank is somewhat similar
to Branch in my -opinion, in that it
is also situate on a wild shore and
is an important fishing centre. The
people of Branch contribute largely
towards the revenue of this country,
and if they require this aid from the
Government, they certainly should
have it. It would be easy to send
the Government Engineer over there
and make an estimate of what is re-
quired. I have very much pleasure
in endorsing the prayer of the peti-
tion and in giving it my hearty sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I have also a very
important and largely signed petition
from the residents of Trepassey, ask-
ing for a sum of money to complete
a road from Trepassey to what is
locally known as the Polls. I may
say, sir, that sometime ago part of
our special grant was devoted to
making a start on this road, the com-
pletion of which will open up a large
area of splendid agricultural land.

The petition is signed by Rev. Father

O’Flaherty, Dr. Giovanetti, Mr. Dev-
ereaux, J.P., and over one hundred
others. 1 give the prayer of petition-
ers my unqualified support, and be-
speak for it the sympathetic support
of the Government.

HON. MR. COAKER:—Mr. Speaker
I give the petition just presented to
this House by the Honorable member
for Placentia and St. Marys on the
matter of a breakwater at Branch

my support. I well realise that the
claims of the industrious fishermen
of that thriving settlement should
receive the favorable consideration ot
the Government, when the grants for
marine works are being allocated.
But I am of opinion that the break-
water to which the Honorable mem-
ber refers will cost much more than
the sum named in the petition. A few
hundred dollars will not go far, and
a substantial amount will be requir-
ed. There are also other sections on
the South West Coast where consid-
erable expenditures on aeccount of
marine works will have to be under-
taken in the very near future. At
Grand Bank, for example, harbor
improvements must be made which
will cost a large sum. Personally I
wish to say that I may be relied up-
on to give my support to those pro-
jects which aim at making the fisher-
man’s labors as easy and productive
as possible.

MR. MORINE :—Mr. Speaker, I rise
to present several petitions which
have been entrusted to me by’ the
people of that section, on the sub-
ject of railway extension along the
North Side of Bonavista Bay and the
Straight Shore of Fogo District. The
petitioners are asking that a branch
line of railway be constructed from
Gambo on the main line to Carman-
ville in Fogo District, touching at
Locker Bay, North West Arm, New
Harbor, South West Arm, Wesley-
ville, Cat Harbor, Musgrave Harbor
and Doting Cove, and on to Carman-
ville.

I trust, sir, that the Government
will find it convenient to begin the
work this present season. The Col-
onial Secretary in his address to the
Fogo District Council of the Fisher-
men’s Union is reported in certain
newspapers to have declared it to be
the policy of the Government to con-
struct this branch line, and I would
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now like to have that opinion con-
firmed. ]

There is no more important sec-
tion of the Colony deserving of con-
sideration than the people who earn
their livelihood on the North Side of
Bonavista Bay and Fogo Straight
Shore. Frugal, industrious, hard-
working men who as fish-killers are
entitled to be classed in the front
rank of the Colony. I say it is most
desirable that these people be given
the facilities of carrying on their
avocations in life, which a branch
railway would aifford them. Another
strong reason why the people of the
North Side of Bonavista Bay and the
Straight Shore of Fogo are entitled to
and should be given a railway is that
there are virtually no main line roads
through this section of the country.

Between Gambo and Carmsanville
there is nothing but winter paths
which for the greater portion of the
year are unpassable. It will there-
fore be seen that there is no part of
the Island where the physical condi-
tions are such as would justify the
fair and reasonable requests of those
independent and hard-working peo-
ple to the benefits much must accrue
from the facilities to carry on their
labors that a line of railway is bound
to give them. k

But, sir, I also appreciate the fact
that other parts of the country are

entitled to the favorable consider-
ation of this Legislature when the
financial condition of the <country

warrants the completion of the branch
lineg for which legislation has al-
ready been enacted, and for further
extensions, for instance, there is the
linking up with the line through the
Burin peninsula of the important
towns of Burin, Great Burin, Lama-
line and contiguous settlements,
and I admit that those places may
urge their right to railway facilities
with equal force.

The people of Bonne Bay also will
have to be considered at the same
time. Mr. Blackall tells us in an in-
teresting report that beyond Bonne
Bay lies one of the most promising

agricultural areas in this Island,
while on the western side of St.
Barbe District, if opened up for

settlements by a branch line of rail-
way, is to be found a country of
most flattering prospects.

But still I feel that the claim of
the North Side of Bonavista Bay is in
no way subservient to the call from
any other portion of the Island. The
terrible condition of the main line of
the railway has already been referred
to. Not alone is the road not effici-
ently operated, but the most serious
charge is made that traffic on the

rTailway line is not safe for human

life. Whether a broader line is to
be constructed or the road re-railed
from end to end is a matter which
must in the immediate future com-
mand the serious attention of the
Government, or else the operation of
the road must be abandoned. A large
expenditure of many millions of dol-
lars must be made by the company
or Government or by other means.

I ask that these several petitions
be received and referred to the De-

partment of the Colonial Secretary.

HON. MR. COAKER:—I wish to
give the petitions presented by the
Honorable member for Bonavista my
earnest support. The question of ex-
tending the railway down the North
Side of Bonavista Bay and Fogo Dis-
trict has several 'times been up for
consideration before F. P. U. Coun-
cils, where it was considered right
and proper that the industrious in- '
habitants of that section of Bona-
vista and Fogo to which these peti-
tions refer should be given ranway
facilities. There is another most
important -section which will have to
be considered by the Government
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when the time arrives that the Gov-
ernment can enter upon the work of
railway extension. I refer to a
branch railway on the North Side of
Green Bay to Hall's -Bay, which
should be built from Howley on the
main line. And then we have the
people of St. Mary’s Bay, who, when
the Legislature can feel justified in
undertaking this work must be given
what, after all, is only their right to
the benefits their contribution to the
general taxation of the country en-
titles them to. Mr. Chairman, I beg
to give these petitions my hearty
support.

HON., COLONIAL SECRETARY:—
Mr. Speaker, in supporting the peti-
tion for railway extension from
Gambo along the North Side of Bona-
vista Bay and through the District of
Fogo, with Carmanville as the ter-
minus, I wish to make my position
perfectly clear to this House and the
people I have the honor to represent.
The remarks which have just fallen
from the Honorable member for
Bonavista, Mr. Morine, would I think
'cni:wey an erroneous impression, if I
did not offer a word in explanation
to this House. My position, sir, is
this, I strongly favor the building of
such a line. The contributions per
capita of the people in the locality
which the road would traverse are as
great as those received from the
more favored portions of the Island,
which enjoy the benefits of the rail-
way as well as having for their con-
venience and use roads and other
transportation facilities. But I want
to make it clear that I have made no
definite promise in my capacity as
Colonial Secretary that this work
would be undertaken now. What I
did say in my address to the Fogo
District Council of the F. P. U. last
December, I am prepared to stand
by, and it was this: When the Colony
can safely undertake the construc-

tion of branch railways, then my con-
stituents could rely upon me tp see
that they got a square deal. It fur-
thermore is not necessary for me to
hold out roseate promises to secure
my election. The people whom 1
represent trust me to look after their
affairs honestly and faithfully. That
I shall do to the best of my ability
while I have a place in the councils
of the Government or on the floors
of this House, and I can assure my
Honorable friend opposite I have no
fears of the verdict of Fogo District
when an appeal to the country is
made.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, 1
would also like to give my hearty
support to the petition. During the
course of the debate one prominent
member of the Government referred
to the necessity for a railway from
Trepassey to St. Mary’s. I am glad
that there is at least one point upon
which the Hon. gentleman and my-
self can agree, and 1 wish that the
good intentions of the Hon. gentle-
man would be acted wupon by his
party, so that I might have some-
thing more than an empty promise to
give to the people of my district. I
think that the people whom I have
the honor to represent are a little bit
too wary to be taken in by promises
of the sort thrown out. A burnt child
dreads the fire and these people have
been too severely burnt to venture
near fire again.

The extension of the railway sys-
tem in the places referred to would
open up sources of that country. If
from a financial view point such
policy could be inaugurated on a fin-
ancial basis, then I would give it my
hearty support. It is about time the
Government took up the matter of re-
moving the dangers that the present
state of our trunk line offers. Apart
from the inconveniences resulting
from delays in handling freight there
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is the all-important phase, namely,
the safeguarding of the lives of the
passengers transported over that
system to be taken into consideration.

I notice that an inquiry into an
accident that took place some time
ago was started over a year after the
accident had happened. One of the
results has been that no action can
be taken by those who suffered loss
therefrom. I do not insinuate that
the delay in this case was intentional,
but in my mind it shows a sad lack
of attention on the part of those re-
sponsible in a matter of such grave
importance. In reference to the ex-
tension of the railway around Bona-
vista Bay District, if the policy can
be carried out with safety to the
country’s finances, then I am in
hearty accord with the proposition,
and my attitude will be the same to-

" wards any other proposition for rail-

way construction; but I want to see
that the railway to St. Mary’s is first
completed. |

MR. CURRIE:—~Mr. Speaker, I am
glad to see that reasonable members
of the Government recognise the dis-
graceful condition of the railway at
the present time, and I am glad to
see that the Government is taking
up the matter. It is something the
consideration of which cannot be
longer delayed; the dangers -result-
ing from allowing it to continue in
its present state are accruing every
day. If we do not act soon an acci-
dent will overtake us that will re-
mind us in a very trying fashion that
we have been ftrifling with a very
serious problem.

MR. MORINE:—I have been won-
dering what has converted the Gov-
ernment to the new program which
they have vyresented to this House
this afternoon, and which they are
prepared to submit to the country.
We on this side of the House are glad
to note that they are prepared to do

something of a beneficial nature to
the country, but I am not so sanguine
that anything can be done, because I
think that the financial state of the
country at this particular time does
not warrant any great burdens. We
should not delude ourselves with

rcontemplating ideas and plans which

will be impossible of performance, If
anything can be done, it is indeed
well that this important subject
should be attended to. It reflects
with great discredit on the Goverp-
ment that the railway line at present
is absolutely unsafe for travelling;
that it is so, is public knowledge, and
the sooner the Government consider
the matter the better; the matter it-
self is of the most pressing import-
ance. It demands instant attention,
and will not brook delay. The Gov-
ernment ought to see that the rail-
way line is safe for every person who
travels on it, and until the railway is
in that state the responsibility for
every accident which may occur rests
on the shoulders of the Government.

Under present conditions business
men are seriously handicapped, be-
ing unable to get their freight over
the lines. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, I
know of no question before the Gov-
ernment at this present time which
more imperatively and immediately
exacts Government consideration. 1
need not add, Mr. Speaker, that an
honest effort on the part of the Gov-
ernment intending to ameliorate this

grave cause of dissatisfaction will.

receive my sincerest support.

THE RT. HON. THE PRIME MIN-
ISTER:—It is not my intention at
this moment to occupy at any great
length the time of this House, - but
there is one matter which I cannot
let pass without a few remarks, and
that is the important question of the
railway line. I may say that this is

- a matter that must be attended to im-

mediately, and I may say that it has
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been under the consideration of the
Government for a long time past.
The Government has been {rying to
do something in this direction ever
since I have been connected with it.
The line has been Kkept open under
extreme difficulties, for we were
faced with a position, at least during
the war time, of great doubt and un-
certainty. Both submarine and the
scarcity of shipping, rendered traffic
by sea a matter of greatest concern,
and it therefore was most essential
that the railway line should at all
times be kept open, and the Govern-
ment has at all times been most zeal-
ous to effect this. 1 do not mean to
say by this, that money has been im-
properly or recklessly spent in any
quarter. That the Government has
refrained from doing, but what I
mean is this, that so serious was the
railway problem that the Govern-
ment devoted the greatest consider-
ation and attention to it all through
that precarious time, and what we
have done is not sufficient.

This matter, I say publicly and
clearly, was one of the matters re-
ferred to yesterday. There is no need
for me to dilate upon this matter.
The public can rest assured that
what can be done will be done.

MR. MORINE :—Might I suggest to
premier for his consideration, that
while this matter is under the consid-
eration of the House that the Govern-
ment take this house into its confi-
dence and discuss this matter in ful-
lest detail. If a public session is im-
practicable, let the matter be thrashed
out in a private session. I think that
such a course could only be advan-

tageous and no doubt productive of val

uable suggestions. I do not think that
this policy can strictly be called a

party n'pe, and it seems to me that

the present time is a most opportune
for the ventilation of all arguments
now bearing upon this important pol-

icy. The financial aspect of the ques-
tion is grave, and its gravity demands
that it receive instant consideration.
I think one afternoon could be devot-
ed to this question with the greatest
advantage, and it seems to me most
desirable that the House should re-
ceive the entire confidence of the Gov-
ernment, more especially as some ot
the members of this House are inti-
mately connected with the press.
so doing the Government can avert
the needless and futile criticism which
must necessarily result if this maftter
is not discussed. 1 may say that, 1
make these suggestions in good faith.

It was proposed that the petition
be received and carried.

MR. MOORE :—Before the members
of the opposition get away with all the
money, I beg leave to present a pe-
tition of the inhabitants of Witless
Bay who ask that $400.00 be allotted
to the fishermen of that Harbour in
order to make the public wharf there
a safe place for them to land in stormy
weather. I give this petition my
strongest support and I trust that the
Minister will expedite this matter with
the greatest possible despatch.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Mr. Downey tabled the report of the
address of the committee, appointed to
reply to His Excellency’s speech.

To His Excellency Sir Chas. Alex-
ander Harris, K.C.M.G., C.B.C., C.V.0O,,
Governor and. Commander-in-Chief in
and over the Dominion of Newiound-
land and its dependencies:

May it please Your Excellency:

We the commons of Newfoundland
in Legislative Session assembled, beg
to thank Your Excellency for the gra-
cious speech which Your Excellency
has addressed to both Houses of the
Legislature.

J. F. DOWNEY,
THOS. LeFEUVRE,
A. TARGETT.

On motion the report was received

and adopted.

By .
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MR. CURRIE :—Mr. Speaker, before
commenting upon the speech from the
throne, I should like to join in the

chorus of congratulations which have

been showered upon the Rt. Hon. the
Prime Minister and the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs on the hon-
ours which have been conferred upon
them by His Majesty. Verily these are
days when one is fortunate to be the
premier of this country. My. right
hon. friend opposite who assumed the
premiership a little more than a year
ago as plain Dr. Lloyd, is now the Rt.
Hon. Sir William Lloyd. As he has
told us he has been the lucky reci-
pient of the honours paid this country.
His predecessor has become a peer of
the realm, and who knows that he may
yet follow in his footsteps and become
Lord Lloyd.

Sir, it is but natura: that at this
time the war should occupy a large
portion of the speech from the throne.
This House has held six sessions since
the war lord of Germany hurled de-
fiance at the world. To-day, we meet
- amid peace. The clash of arms has
ceased save from minor engagements in
Russia, and fervently we say thank
God it is over; thank God that the hor-
ror of it all has all passed. It was
difficult for many of us to realize the
terrors of the struggle, situated as we
were more than three thousand miles
away.

Thanks largely to the courtesy of
my honorable friend the Minister of
Finance and Customs, I had the priv-
ilege, as representative of the New-
foundland press, of visiting France and
the battlefields. It was my privilege
for a fortnight to see the fighting front,
and to experience the thrills of shell
fire. When one has had such an ex-
perience, one can say with truth
“Thank God it is all over.” Peace is
not yet restored, but I think the day
is not far distant when we shall have
it. The representatives of the allied
nations are gathered at Versalilles

seeking a solution of the great prob-
lems connected with the establishment
of peace, and trying to arrange the
terms to be handed out to Germany,
terms which she must accept because
she is not in a position to reject them.
What these terms will be we have but
a hazy idea, we can only surmise, but
in all probability the financial obliga-
tions placed upon her will not be as
heavy as anticipated, because Ger-
many is in such a deplorable position
to-day that it may be unwise to exact
from her anything that would make
her condition more perilous than it is
At present she is in great danger on
account of the onward march of Bol-
shevism; and the safety of Europe de-
mands that she be rescued from its de-
structive clutches.

Our great interest in the war lies
in the fact that our men have gone
across and taken a very manly and
heroic part in the great struggle. It
was my privilege to see them in
France, to note the conditions under
which they lived, to meet the great
soldiers under whom they served,
and to hear the highest tributes paid
to them by all, from the Commander
in Chief of the British Army, Sir
Douglas Haig himself, down to the
Colonel in command of the Regiment.
Every officer with whom I came in
contact told the same story of . our
men, and expressed the wish that
Newfoundland had many more men of
the same calibre to send over.

But their duties overseas are finish-
ed and they are coming back, and
they are bringing to us some of the
problems anticipated long ago, which
I regret that I cannot help saying,
have not been met in the way in
which they should have been met.
Yesterday +the question of re-estab-
lishment was discussed, and what we
have done regarding it, but I am con-
vinced that this country has not done
all that might have been done and
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should have been done. My Right
Honorable friend, the Prime Minister,
said that we are learning by experi-
ence, ves by the experience of other
countries. The Government appar-
ently has not been able to formulate a
policy of its own, and even with re-
gard to pensions followed in Canada.
We have, right from the start, copied
what Canada has done. We adopted
the original scheme of that country,
and when that was changed we fol-
lowed suit, and all the time we have
been waiting, and are now waiting, to
see what Canada does. The Govern-
ment has made no eiffort to formulate
a proper pension scheme for our men
at all. Some effort has been made
along the lines of re-establishment, to
put the men back in civil life, but
even this has not been handled pro-

perly. The gentleman who has been

appointed to the post of Vocational
Officer, Dr. Blackall, is undoubtedly a
man of great ability, and if he had no-
thing else to do I believe he would
handle the matter with credit to him-
self and the country, but no man can
be Superintendent of Schools and Vo-
cational Officer besides. No man can

fill two such positions and give the-

gsatisfaction in both that the positions
demand; and while I say mnothing
against Dr. Blackall, I cannot help
feeling that a mistake has been made
in passing over to him this important
office. I understand that there is a
Committee working with him, but this
Committee has no particular power
and only meets occasionally. There
is no use in saying that these prob-
lems have come on us suddenly. My
memory goes back to the late spring
of 1917, almost two years ago, when
we sat in this House, and when mem-
bers of both sides were trying to
come together so that we might have
what is called a National Government
to deal with such questions. That
was almost two years ago, but no-

thing has been done, and the only in-
formation we have yet is that stated
by the Prime Minister vesterday that
“the policy of the Government will be
outlined in their Manifesto.” 1 don't
think that this is very creditable to
the National Government.

An appeal is being made to the
country at the ﬁreaent time on the
excuse of dealing with these ques-
tions. This is the same excuse that
has served for two years, and so far 1
can see it is the same excuse that is
going to continue to serve. It is go-
ing to be a case of promise, promise,
promise, and no fulfilment, and while
it is impossible for us to make an ade-
quate return to these men who have
gone over and made such sacrifices
in our behalf, something should be
done to satisfy, not all of them, be-
cause there are a few, half a dozen
perhaps, whom it would be impossible
to satisfy, but the great majority con-
cerned. They feel they have a griev-
ance, and justifiable grievance. These
questions ought to be handled in-
stantly, without any of this putting
off, putting off that we hear so much
about the men themselves. What is
needed is a definite and decisive
policy so that the men may never
know what to expect.

The Prime Minister says that we
are profiting by experience but sure-
lv when was on the other side he
must have taken this matter up and
considered it. It was my privilege
while there (and let me express my
appreciation of the many courtesies,
extended by him) to come in contact
with a great many of the military
leaders of New Zealand, the com-
manders and those in charge of the
New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
and I found that thorough prepara-
tions had been even then made for de-
mobilization. Every man of the New
Zealand Expeditionary Force was al-
ready provided for. When they re-
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turned to their country they were met
by a committee and provided for on
the spot. And that was, in July, when
nobody thought that the war would
be ended for another year at least.
Now I think that we have been very
dilatory on this matter. It may be
that the Government is not altogether
to blame, because we made the mis-
take at the start of handling this
question in the wrong way, by leav-
ing it to private individuals, who
while they did splendid work, and
saved the country tens of thousands
of dollars, were acting largely with-
out responsibility or authority, and
were therefore unable to deal with
these questions as they should have
been dealt with.

- There are a couple of other mat-
ters in the Speech from the Throne
which I would like to make reference.
One of these is the forthcoming elec-
tion. The Government has announced
its intention of appealing to the coun-
try in May. Well so far as I am con-
cerned I don't raise any objection,
even though I do not hold with the
position taken by the Prime Minister
yesterday. The proper time for an
election is in the fall, but we have al-
ready had the precedent and the ex-

perience of an election in May, and
while many things can be urged
against it, it works out fairly satis-

factorily. I thoroughly agree with the
objections raised by the member for
Bonavista, as to the difficulty of get-
ting around the country for canvass-
ing, particularly the northern dis-
tricts, and the difficulty of getting
the people to understand the issues
before them, in such a short time;
and this is the one objection—not that
the election is being held in May, but
because it is so obviously the inten-
tion of the Government to rush the
matter without giving the people any
chance to hear or understand the is-
sues before them. Therefore some

district in the country the can-
didates will not be able to wvisit. I
question if a candidate will be able to
get to Fortune Bay in time for nomi-
nation, if reports are correct that the
election is to be held early in May.
And it will be much the same with re-
gard to St. Barbe Distriet. The can-
didate for that district will not be
able to canvass it. The honorable
member for Twillingate, Mr. Coaker,
will not be able to canvass his dis-
trict, and I doubt if he will get there
in time for nomination. However, I
am not going to war with the Govern-
ment on this question. They think
that they should have a mandate from
the people, and I thoroughly agree
that no Government dare go on, situ-
ated as this Government is to-day,
without a mandate from the people.
The state of affairs existing in this
country at the present time would not
be tolerated in any other country un-
der the British Crown. Contracts
have been made and broken, and this
House has not been consulted. It is
a matter of common property that the
contract with the Reid Nfid. Co. has
been changed and the coastal service
re-organized, and yet this House is
not even asked to confirm that ar-
rangement. The Government does not
think it necessary to take the House
into its confidence. Now I submit
that that is not right, not proper, not
constitutional; and in order to pre-
vent matters of that kind going on, I
feel that it is time to have an election.
I am not so sure as the Premier
seems to be that this Government will
come back. The Prime Minister has
said that so far as he is concerned,
he is prepared to take his medicine.
He will have to take it whether he
likes it or not, and I am not so sure
that the dose won't be heavy. With
regard to setting the issues before the
people, the Prime Minister says that
if the people do not now know the
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Government, it is time they did. Well,
I think they know the Government
pretty well. Anybody who has read
the papers for the past five or six
years, especially. the one controlled
by the honorable member for Twil-
lingate, must know the political regu-
lations of the Minister of Shipping
and the Minister of Finance, and the
characters of some of the other gen-
tlemen connected with the Govern-
ment. Likewise anybody who has
been reading the debates of this
House, must have learned from some
of the speeches by the Minister - of
Shipping the character of the honor-
able member for Twillingate. So 1
think the Prime Minister is quite
right in saying that the people of this
country know the Government. They
have taken good care that the people
should know what kind of people they
are; so I concur, that if they don't
know the Government, it is time they
did. I feel confident that the people
do know the Government, and that the
members ©of the Government know
each other. The only thing is, that
they don't express their opinions  as
freely as they used to, at least not
publicly.

There is just one other matter that
I would like to deal with, and that is
the financial standing of the country.
The section in the Speech from the
Throne dealing with. this matter, re-
cords a surplus for the year, and also
points out that the revenue for the
colony for the: fiscal year is nearly
one and a half times as great as the
receipts for the same period last
year, and because of that the Govern-
ment expects a surplus this fiscal
year. I trust that their hopes will not
be disappointed, but from an observ-
ation made by the Prime Minister yes-
terday I fear the surplus will be very
small. He told this House that there
are big obligations to be met, and
knowing what these obligations are, I

cannot help feeling thé,t the surplus
will be very small, if we have a sur-
plus at all. We can’t in the natural
order of things, expect the same rev-
enue that we have had for %the past
three or four years, and particularly
the last two years. The country has
had abnormal prosperity, large fish-
eries, immense prices for our fish, our
people have had lots of money and
have bought freely; and so far as it
has been possible to obtain the goods,
this country has gone short of no-
thing. This large importation of
goods, with the high prices prevail-
ing, has naturally given large rev-
enues, because we have ad valorem
duties, but in the days to come we.
cannot expect a repetition of all these
conditions. We may have large fish-
eries, but we are not likely to have
the same prices. We cannot yet say
what the price will be, but we know
it will not be anything equal to what
it was last year. I know there is like-
ly to be a reduction in the price of
certain commodities, and that will
mean that the revenue of the country
will come down. We have had this
past year the largest revenue that we
are likely to have for many years un-
til we get a very much larger popu-
lation. In the meantime we are going
on increasing our expenditures. We
still have an annual expenditure of
seven and a half millions, when we
start paying the annual pensions to
our soldiers and the interest on our
war debt, and the most we can hope
for, so far as I can see, is a revenue
far short of that, unless of course we

“make up our minds to la.rgnalja'1ll in-

crease the tax on our people. 1 for
one cannot nhelp looking into the
future with some dismay.

| thin'k, Sir, that it is not worth my
while at present to make any further
reference to the forthcoming election.
The bill will be before the House to-
morrow or next day, and I may then
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WS & ;.
take advantage of the opportunity to
comment further on it. We are satis-
fied to have an election. The country
is tired of the conditions which have
been existing for the past couple of
years, and tired of all this political
manipulation, and I believe firmly
that the people of the country will be
glad of this opportunity to express
their disapproval of it.

On motion the report of the Com-
mittee to draft the Address in reply
was then adopted.

A Bill an Act to amend the election
act of 1913 was read a first time.

MR. MORINE:—I have privately
spoken to the Prime Minister with re-
ference to a couple of matters that I
wish to draw public attention to. One
~or two of them it is necessary to men-
tion in connection with this Bill, and
the reason I speak about them now is
so that they can be provided for in the
Bill before the seconding reading of
the Bill. It seems to me that it 1is
manifestly impossible to hold an elec-
tion in St. Barbe early in May month,
at least there is the danger that it
cannot be done, as I think the con-
struction of the Election Act at pre-
gsent is that failure to hold an election
in any one district might invalidate
all the elections in all the districts.
It is a grievious thing, as I see open-
ing out before me election petitions
in which I might figure, hence my de-
sire to give notice beforehand. I
would suggest Umt for that particular
district, provision should be put in
the Bill that is it is physically impos-
sible and inexpedient to hold an elec-
tion on that day, the Governor in
Council should issue a Proclamation
postponing it and appointing another
day.

The next point I would like to draw
attention to at this time is that with
regard to the legalizing of the present
list of electors, I think, standing by
itself, it is an economical and unob-

jectionable thing to do, as men whose
names are not on the list, can regis-
ter on the Supplementary List, and
vote. With regard to the -supple-
mental list entitling soldiers to vote,
I think that that should be prepared
by the Militia Department, certified
by the Minister of Militia, and copies
supplied to returning officers. We
must bear in mind that some fifteen
or sixteen months having passed
since the list was taken there will be
a great number of names to be added
and there will be a great number of
names to be added than ordinarily
would be at an election and that the
Polling Booths will be kept pretty
busy dealing with supplementary ad-
ditions . Now in on the back of that
you have soldiers and sailors crowd-
ing in who have become qualified un-
der another section of the Bill, you
will have a great deal of confusion
and may prevent many soldiers from
voting, especially in the outport
booths and I suggest that an amend-
ment be put in the Bill providing that
a list, duly certified by the Minister of
Militia of all those soldiers and sail-
ors who are entitled to vote whether
in the country to-day or not be pro-
vided and sent to the Returning Offi-
cers and that persons whose names
are on that list shall have the same
right to vote as if on the regular vot-
ing list in due course. That will re-
lieve all those from Supplementary

List and will greatly expedite mat-
ters. ’
Now, there is one other matter I

wish to mention, that is with respect
to the Districts of St. Barbe and St.
George’s. I recognise that this is not
a time for the redistribution of seats,
that is a big question that will have
to be dealt with in the future, and is
not of much importance at the pre-
sent time. However, I would make a
suggestion which might be acceptable
and would be in the interests of jus-
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tice and fair play and that is that the
District of St. Barbe be divided into
the district of St. Barbe East and St.
Barbe West. I notice by the census
that that can be done very conveni-
ently if only divided a little to the
southwest of the settlement of

I believe they trade with the
eastern side of the coast and that
would be a very easy division from
that point south-west to Bonne Bay
at Gregory River. In point of oppu-
lation, St. Barbe is entitled to two
members. In point of extent and
variety of interests it is impossible
for one man to adequately represent
it. It never has been represented, no
human being could do it. Now, if it
was divided one man could look:after
the eastern coast and still have a very
extensive and scattered constituency
and another man could look after the
west coast. There is no party sug-
gestion or partisan bias in this mat-
ter. '

Now the District of St. George, I
would not suggest treating it that
way. There is no reason for a di-
vision and in fact there are very
many reasons against it. St. George’s
is one of the districts we usually re-
fer to as a Catholic district. By giv-
ing it two members it would adjust
the denominational balance. disturbed
by giving two members to St. Barbe.
St. George is an extensive district
and justifies the additional member,
in that it has a peculiar interest of
its own. It is a very important dis-
trict and one of great agricultural
promise and I would like to have its
importance recognised by the addi-
tional member being given to it.
These suggestions can be carried out
without in any way disturbing the
present Act. They will not add to the
cost and will be but a proper recog-
nition of these districts.

I might say, Sir, that where you can
I like the idea of having two man dis-
tricts rather than one man districts.
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You cannot do that in some cases like
St. Barbe where the coast is tre-
mendous and scattered but you can
do it in St. George’s. My reason for
liking two men rather than one man
districts is that they do not get into
such parochial habit of mind and pos-
sessed of such parochial interests.
Without being invidious, one could
name one or two districts whose
views are so self-centred on their own
affairs that their representatives are
only delegates of their own little
town rather than representatives of
the views of the people.

Again I say I do not bring these
matters forward for the purpose of
embarrassing the Government or to
force my views on the other side but
I present these things to the consid-
eration of the Government, if they
think well to act upon them they will
go through without opposition. Tt
only means a few words of drafting
and T shall be very glad to help these
things which I think are a public
benefit and which will be gratefully re-
ceived by those centres.

Pursuant to notice and on motion

of Hon. Minister of Finance supply

was granted to His Majesty.

Hon. Minister: of Finance and Cus-
toms gave notice that on to-morrow
he would move the House into Com-
mittee of the Whole on Supply.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow at three o’clock p.m..

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

FRIDAY, April 4th, 1919.

The House met at three o’clock of
the afternoon, pursuant tp adjourn-
ment.

PETITIONS:

MR. STONE:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a number of peti-
tions from several settlements on
the south side of Trinity District on
the subject of railway extension, viz.,
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Turk’s Cove, Winter-
ton, Hant’'s Harbor, New Chelsea,
New Melbourne, Whale’s Brook,
Brownsdale, Sibley’s Cove and Lead
Cove. The inhabitants of the above
places are asking the Government to
extend the railway from Heart’'s Con-
tent to Lead Cove. To my mind, Sir,
the request contained in these peti-
tions is only a fair and very reason-
able one, coming as it does from prac-
tically all of the people who reside in
the several settlements already men-
tioned. On a great part of the south
shore of Trinity Bay the harbors are
rough and dangerous to shipping,
therefore it is most difficult to ob-
tain schooners to freight their pro-
ducts to market; as a matter of fact
small schooners today are almost a
thing of the past in many fishing
For in-
stance, it is not so many years since
20 or 25 sail of craft sailed from
Hant’s Harbor, and today, if I am
not greatly mistaken, there are only
one or two; the principal reason of
course being that schooners cannot
be obtained. This past fall the fisher-
men were greatly handicapped. and
put to all kinds of trouble by not be-
ing in touch with the railway.
Schooners to freight their fish away

New Perlican,

were impossible, therefore they were

compelled tp hold their fish over un-
til Christmas or after before any-
body offered to purchase same, and
when the deal was put through the
men were forced to sell at a loss of
from $2.50 to $3.00 per quintal, which,
according to the number of quintals
on that part of the shore represented
a loss to the fishermen of more than
twenty thousand dollars. As a result
of no facilities to move it, the fish in
casks had to be carted a distance of
8 or 10 miles. Now let us hope that
this will never happen again; if so,
the fishermen of the several settle-

ments mentioned will be forced to

leave their homes and take up their
abode in Canada or the United States.
They are not likely to move to another
part of the Colony. Now, Sir, I think
I have e¢learly pointed out to the Gov-
ernment the urgent necessity there is
for the extension of the railway from
Heart’'s Content down the whole
shore. May 1 express the hope that
when the Government issues its
manifesto that provision will be made
for railway extension.

I also beg to .present a petition
from the residents of Open Hall, in
the District of Trinity, asking that
the sum of $300.00 be allocated for
the purpose of opening up a very
necessary road at that settlement.
The petition is largely and influen-
tially signed by Robert Smith and
others. 1 trust that the petition will
receive, at the hands of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, every consid-
eration. Alsp a petition from New
Harbor on the same subject of a road.
The amount asked for herein is but
$60.00. Also a petition from New
Harbor, T.B., signed by Frederick
Woodman and 300 other residents.

MR. TARGETT:—Mr. Speaker, I
wish to give my support to the peti-
tions just presented by my colleague,
Mr. Stone, but more especially to that
one which asks the Government for
an extension of the railway from
Heart’s Content down the South
Shore of Trinity Bay. In these days,
Mr. Speaker, the motor boat is tak-
ing the place of the schooner. Only
a few years back there were from 24
to 28 vessels fishing out of Hant's
Harbor; last year there was one. As
has been pointed out to you, Sir, this
condition of affairs meant last year
the loss of thousands of dollars to
the fishermen of the localities refer-
red to. I therefore hope that the
Government will see its way clear to
begin the extension of the railway
down the South Side of the Bay at the
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earliest possible date. Many people
suffer considerably in the Fall on ac-
count. of not being able to ship their
fish to St. John’s, and now ask for the
extension of the railway from Heart’s
Content down shore to provide facili-
ties for this purpose. This appears to
be a very reasonable request, and I
trust that the Government will be
able to see its way clear to accede to
the prayer of the petition.

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS
—Mr. Speaker, 1 have pleasure in
supporting the petition presented by
my friend Mr. Targett. I think it is
a mistake that the railway was not
extended to this place originally. It
is a populous district and provided
with the transportation facility now
prayed for will reach an era of pros-
perity that it cannot hope to attain
to under present conditions. It is
undoubted that the people are greatly
~handicapped in handling their fish
through the present lack of railway
fasilities. I endorse what Mr. Targett
has said, and join in urging the Gov-
ernment to give this matter their urg-
ent consideration. One of these days
- 1 may be in the position of having to
ask for similar facilities for sections
of my district. I believe in railway
extension. I believe that it brings
untold benefit to the places to which
the line is extended. One day I hope
to see the sections of our Island that
now require this utility provided
with branch railways. Some refar-
ence has been made to an extension
of the railway system from St. Mary’s
to Trepassey. In my opinion that is
also a section of the country that de-
serves to have this service built
through. A branch 1line from St
Mary’s down to Trepassey and Colin-
et might be well determined at Whit-
bourne and connect up there with our
main trunk line and in this way com-
plete a very useful circuit. The Gov-
ernment will have to take these mat-

ters up, and make ©provision ' for
them. N doubt the Government has
under consideration a reconstruction
policy to carry out work in this and
other public directions. I have pleas-
ure in supporting the prayer of the
petition.

MR. DOWNEY:—In reference to
the petitions just read to the House,
I take occasion to say that I have no
similar petition at the present time to
present, but some five years since I
presented a very largely signed peti-
tion asking for the construction of a
branch railway from Stephenville
Crossing to Stephenville and Port au
Port, and I have in my possession a
written promise from the late Gov-
ernment that immediately upon new
railway construction being undertak-
en, this would be the first branch to
be given attention, and I have no
doubt that the present Legislature
will be prepared to redeem that pro-
mise,

The Distriet of St. George’s, from
the viewpoint of potential wealth, is
one of the greatest in the Island. Its
fisheries are most diversified, em-
bracing the cod, herring, salmon, seal,
smelt and halibut. Its timber and
mineral wealth are very great, and it
goes without saying that its agricul-
tural possibilities are without an
equal in the country.

A branch railway of some 16 miles
in length, connecting Stephenville
Crossing with Port au Port, would
open up nearly 600 square miles of
territory with possibilities greater by
far than those possessed by any sim-
ilar area in this country. The fertil-
ity of the soil over this area is of un-
surpassed character and the climatic
conditions are so much superior to
what we generally experience on this
side of the country that the raising of
fruit and other of the more sensitive
crops may be undertaken with an ab-
solute certainty of satisfactory re-
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sults. To use an Americanism, the
land in this section merely requires
“to be tickled with a hoe to burst into
a laughing harvest.”

There are many extensive areas in
the District of St. George’s, including
the Great Codroy Valley, that, on the
score of agricultural possibilities,
are not surpassed by the choicest
portions of the Anapolis ?alley in
Nova Scotia, and to enable the realis-
ation of their very great potential
wealth the only thing necessary is the
providing of the facilities that will
enable the profitable marketing of
their products. The chief amongst
the many drawbacks the District suf-
fers are the want of a road system
and this branch railway.

I now desire to serve notice upon
this Legislature that, when the Gov-
ernment takes up the consideration of
new branch railways, I shall press
my claim for, immediate attention to
St. George’s in this respect.

I heartily support the proposition
for the extension of the railway
through the Gambo and Straight
. Shore region.
siderable areas of good land to be
opened up by such a railway, and the
entire section is a busy one indus-
trially, especially in lumbering and
fishery operations. ,

I fully realise the very great meas-
ure of benefit that this country has
derived from its expenditures in con-
nection with railway construction—
in fact, the country was really only
discovered industrially  when the
Cross-Country Line was built, and the
great Cross-Country Trunk Line can
never confer the measure of benefit
upon the country that it is possible
for it to confer until there are judic-

iously selected branch lines leading
therefrom to promising industrial
centres, and I will hesitate at no ex-
penditure that can be safely com-

There are quite con-
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passed by the country for the in-

crease of railway mileage.

MR. ABBOTT:—Mr. Chairman, I beg
leave to present a petition from Open
Hall asking for $300 to build a bridge
in that locality. The present bridge
is broken down, and all the traffic over
it is suspended. The petition is signed
by the Chairman of the Road Board,
besides a large number of representa-
tive Citizens of that place.

I also beg to present g petition from
the inhabitants of Bayley’s Cove ask-
ing for $100 to put a road to some agri-
cultural property in that place. This
petition is signed by 40 or 50 influen-
tial people of that district. I hope the
Government will see its way clear to
grant the prayer of these petitioners;
and I ask that the petition be referred
to the Dept. to which it relates.

MR. DOWNEY:—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to-day to present two petitions
from the Distriet of St. George, and
I would preface my remarks in con-
nection therewith by stating that, in
my opinion, it is regrettable that pe-
titions, especially those praying for
road extensions, cannot receive the
sufficient and prompt attention that -
their importance demands. This, I re-
cognize, is not owing to the want of
sympathy on the part of the Govern-
ment with petitioners, but it is owing
to the fact that our road grant is
strictly limited by the Legislature to
a per capita allocation which must go
in proportionate amounts, based upon
population, to all districts, and that
there is no balance from which appli-
cations coming to the Legislature
through petitions, such as I have the
honor to present to-day, may have
their prayers acceded to. The usual
procedure in connection with petitions
is that they are courteously received
and relegated to one or other of the
several Public Departments to which

they relate, and there they are pigeon-
holed and ultimately lost Higﬁt of, un-
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less the Member for the particular
District interested in such may be able
to curtail expenditures in certain parts
of his district and thus provide a meag
re sum towards realising the object
asked for thereby.

The fact that the petitions I now lay
before the House are for the construc
tion of new sections of road is absol-
ute proof that the country has not an
adequate road system, and there is
nothing, to my mind, that tends more
immediately and directly, or aids more
largely in the development of the coun-
try, than an efficient road system and
of this, unfortunately, we are lament-
ably lacking in Newfoundland.

We have, in the aggregate, a con-
siderable mileage of roads, but, to a
very great extent, their location has
not been judiciously selected, and the
surveys have been faulty. No attempt
has been made to retain a uniformity
of gradient, so that in almost every
district you will be able to draw a load
of in or about half a ton, when sud-
denly you are likely to strike a hill
that less than half this amount will
constitute a load for, and as it is im-
practicable to undertake the labor in-
volved in the loading and unloading of
a team every time one strikes a hill
of this character, it must follow that
the loads from the start must be only
about a half of what should consti-
tute an ordinary load, and the loss of
time and the expense thus involved
is merely because one unfortunate hill
has been allowed to creep in in the
original location of the road, that the
expenditure of a few hundred addi-
tional dollars would have enabled the
cutting out of.

The location, and the survey for es-
tablishing gradients, for all our coun-
try roads should be given greater care
than they have in the past, as a road’s
efficiency is thereby either made or
marred.

The Agricultural Board in the past
year made careful and extensive en-

quiry as to the areas of cleared land
in the country that are not now under
cultivation, as some ten years back
there were very large areas, the clear-
ing of which had been paid for under
the Land Bonus Act, that had been
allowed to go out of cultivation. The
result of these enquiries is that T am
warranted in stating that at present
practically all the cleared land in the
country is under cultivation and that
no further extension of agricultural
industry can take place until suitable
new lands are made available by the
expansion of our present road system.
Some 20 years back, when these bon-
used-clearings were made, those un-
dertaking them took it for granted that
the Government would be logical in
the matter of its expenditure, and
would have made the lands so cleared
available for successful cultivation by
extending the road system thereto, but
the necessity for this, unfortunately,
was not realised and force of circum-
stances compelled the owners to per-
mit them again to lapse into the wild
state.

The great necessity for the increased
production in the past four years of
home-grown vegetables, owing to the
high cost of imported foods, has in-
duced the owners to again bring these
areas under cultivation, and the bene-
fits derived from such action are very
manifest, but as in very many cases
the products of the lands have had to
be carried on men’s backs for con-
siderable distances before g road prac-
ticable for horse traffic could be reach-
ed, and subsequently carried by team
a very considerable distance before a
railway station could be reached, it
must follow that with the lowering of
the price of imported food stuffs it
will be again found impracticable to
continue the cultivation of these areas,
and once more they will be allowed to
go out of cultivation.

The only means whereby this can
be prevented is the providing of the
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facilities in the shape of an extension
of the road system that will make
their cultivation less arduous and
more profitable, and I am prepared to
sustain the Government in any well-
devised scheme by which any sum up
to a million dollars may be provided
to give to the country an efficient road
system for the desirable areas, and
there are many such—where such an
investment would immediately become
reproductive,

It is a regrettable fact, Mr. Speaker,
that in the district of St. George to-day,
and In the choicest agricultural por-
tions thereof, there are people volun-
tarily relinquishing the further culti-
vation of extensive and well-cultivat-
ed, farms, that in many cases carried
from 10 to 20 head of horned cattle
each, and the owners thereof are go-
ing back to the fishery because the
high price of fish and the ease with
which fishery operations can be con-
ducted are more profitable than agri-
cultural work under the great diffi-
culties that handicap it in that dis-
trict.

In many parts of the Codroy Valley
a farmer having agricultural products

to market is required to load them up-.

on his team at his farm and haul them
from one to as many as 4 or 5 miles to
a ferry; there unload his team and
convey the load across one of the large
rivers (which may be nearly a mile
or so in width); discharge the load
on the other side; return and re-con-
vey his horse and truck across, and
then reload his products thereon and
face a further haul of from 2 or 3 to
5, 6 or even 7 miles to a railway sta-
tion, and be subjected to the same in-
convenience on the return journey.
Though these areas in St. George’s
District were veritable Gardens of

Eden, they could not recoup for the
time and labor involved in these ar-
duous and, at times, dangerous pro-
cedures that the marketing of a load

of ordinary agricultural products thus
calls for.

I have no doubt that when the new
Government comes back with a man-
date from the people to deal compre-
hensively with matters of this kind,
that they will immediately consider
the propriety of raising a loan of the
sum that I have intimated for the con-
struction' of, say, a thousand miles of
road, in order to give a reasonable
chance of attaining the measure of ag-
ricultural development that the coun-
try is capable of.

It is hard to get the ordinary man
to realise the conditions that actually
exist in the District of S. George, ow-
ing to its want of a road system. Take,
for instance, the case of the Humber
Arm, in Bay of Islands. Along the
gside of the Humber Arm there are five
towns, within a distance of seven
miles, and, increditable tho’ it may
appear, tho’ these towns are in no case
more than two or three miles apart it
is impossible to reach one from the
other unless by walking along the
railway track; and be it remembered
that these towns are all centres of
large industrial operations and equipp-
ed with all the advantages of modern
civilised city life. There are costly
churches of the different denomina-
tions, high schools, banks; the tele-
graph and telephone systems are in
operation, and they are well provided
with hotel accomodations for the large
number of American and other sum-
mer visitors. The scenery of the lo-
cality is admittedly grand in charac-
ter; the climate is ideal, and the only
thing debarring the development to
very large proportions of the different
features constituting its industrial life
is the want of the facilities—of which
a road system is the chief; to render
profitable the prosecution of such.

I may not trespass further upon
the attention of the House at the
present moment, Mr. Speaker, espec-
ially as I think that I may reckon
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with confidence upon the sympathetic
attention of the Government to the
needs of the district when the op-
portune moment shall arrive for giv-
ing them practical attention.

MR. MORINE:—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present several petitions
from the inhabitants of Port Bland-
ford, Open Hall, Charlottetown, Bun-
yan’s Cove, St. Brendan’s, Fair Is-
lands and Tickle Cove in the district
of Bonavista upon the question of
Bay steamer service. As they .are all
identical, I need only draw attention
to the point which all the petitioners
desire to be heard about. In short it
is desired that the route of the Bay
steamer, the s.s. Dundee, should be
as it was prior to the change made
last vear. The petitioners claim why
it should be so on the grounds, and
the burden of their complaint is, that
vested interests and business ar-
rangements have been violently dis-
turbed by taking off the steamer from
certain parts of the Bay where con-
nection could be made by railway,
and the prayer of the petitioners Is
that the Bay steamer service that ex-
isted in 1918 with Port Blandford as
the terminus should be again contin-
ued or some change made as may be
thought desirable. We know, Sir,
that the change was made in the in-
terest of the business establishment
as what is known as Port Union. In
the first place it was a violent change
of principle as well as of detail. The
Bay steamers when they were put on
their respective routes were put there
as extensions if the railway service.
Bay steamers were part and parcel
of the railway contract of 1898. Later
on the coastal steamers were put on
by later governments. The idea of
the Bay steamer service was for the
purpose of connecting with all new
branch services and for carrying pas-
sengers and freight from place to

place, so that the benefits of the rail-

way were really the means of those
boats extending to all outlying places.
When the change was made to Port
Union, it not only interfered with
business arrangements and vested in-
terests but it was an abandonment of
the policy of railway extension by
steamers and the idea that we were
using the railway as a feeder to all
the boats and the boats as a feeder
to the railway was entirely changed
and changed without legislative sanc-
tion or authority. With the idea of
bringing a steamer to Port Union,
under the circumstances, I have no
reason for opposition. I see the prin-
ciple at the bottom of it and with
which principle I am in accord. For
instance, the bl}EiHEEB at Port Union
carried. on by the F. P. U, Trading
Company, is to a considerable extent,
the business of the share-holders,
amongst whom are the fishermen
themselves up and down the coast. It
is only right and fair that they should
have a direct connection with Port
Union to allow people to use it as a
place for getting their business sup-
plies and to otherwise accomodate
them. If the business concern at Port
Union was a private business, it would
be very wrong to take the steamers
off their routes for the benefits of a
private establishment, but as it is a
co-operative concern and its share-
holders representing a very large num-
ber of the fishermen of the country
who are investors to a consideable ex-
tent in that enterprise, then it is per-
fectly justifiable to help them to carry
on their trade and to have beneficial
means at their disposal. I do not
think, however, that the members of
the Union would disregard the rights
and benefits of the people who are not
members of the Union. They are too
thoughtful for the rights of others to

have anything done in their own in-
terests that would be a disadvantage

to those who are not members of the
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Union. If the matter was submitted
at their Convention meeting for discus-
sion, I am sure that they would be gen-
erous enough not to do anything that
would decrease the facilities of ‘others
for the purpose of increasing the fa-
cilities of those interested in Port
Union, which this change in the Dun-
dee’'s route means. I ask that this
matter be honestly and fairly consid-
ered and that arrangements should be
made so that the needs and require-
ments of all the people of Bonavista
Bay should be met, not to take away
anything from Port Union that would
be to the benefit of others, but fo al-
low Port Blandford and all other
places represented in the petitions ex-
tra accomodation and what they en-
joyed before the late change took place
The only way to meet the difficulty
is to provide adequate steamer com-
munication to reach the places which
have been deprived by the change.
The steamer now passing round Bona-
vista passes above Salvage and then
goes over to a place called Sweet Bay.
From that she goes eastward passing
Southern Bay, where there is a rail-
way station, to a place called Open
Hall and so on down to a number of
places where there is no railway com-
munication. There is no harbour
where passengers and freight can be
lJanded so that she has to proceed

around Port Union to reach Claren-

ville passing Southern Bay on the way.
Whereas if she made a detour four or
five miles people coming to St. John's
could take the branch line train at
Catalina or Bonavista to come in, sav-
ing themselves time, money, incon-
veniences as well as the exposure of
travel. The main objection and com-
plaint is by not allowing the steamer
to call at Southern Bay where she will
connect with the railway and people
- who want to go to Port Union to earry
on business can do so, and instead of
reaching Port Union by steamer they
will reach there by train, thus avoid-

ing unnecessary expense and expos-
ure.

In presenting these petitions I move
that the Colonial Secretary bring them
before the Executive Council for con-
sideration. I hope that the rights of
all the people interested shall be fair-
ly considered and that while every true
advantage shall be considered for the
big enterprise at Port Union that the
rights and vested interests and con-
veniences of others shall not be sac-
rificed but fairly considered.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
—Mr, Speaker, I may say that I know
the trouble and disadvantages on ac-
count of the new arrangement and
some attempts have already been made
to remedy the matter. I will under-
take that the prayer of the petition-
ers shall receive proper consideration.

Notice of Questions:—

Mr. Currie asked the Minister of
Militia what salaries are paid to the
Chairman and other members of the
Pension Board, individually, also a de-
tailed account of the expenses incurred
by the Chairman of said Board during
his trip to Ottawa to study the Can-
adian pension scheme.

Mr. Currie asked the Rt. Hon. the
Prime Minister for a detailed account
of the expenses of the Food Control
Board together with salaries paid to
members and a detailed account of col-
lections made by the said Board. '

Mr. Currie asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries what salary was
paid to Capt. John Lewis for acting
as Fishery Representative abroad, also
a detailed account of money paid to
him for expenses.,

Mr. Currie askéd the Hon. Minister
of Public Works to lay on the Table
of the House a detailed statement of
the costs of fitting up the Empire
Wood Working Factory to date to-
gether with the purchase price of
same, and also the cost of fitting up
of the rinks for the soldiers,

Mr. Currie asked the Hon. Minister
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of Finance and Customs the amount of
money paid to the Newfoundland Pro-
duce Company for Patrol Service dur-
ing the years of 1915-1916-1917-1918.
gecond Reading of Bill “An Act to
amend the election Act of 1913."
- RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
—Mr. Chairman, in moving the second
reading of the Bill I do not know whe-
ther it is necessary to add many words
to what I spoke a few days ago on the
Address in Reply to the Speech from
His Excellency the Governor. I then
intimated that the Government in-
tended to seek an early opportunity of
appealing to the electorate. The main
object of calling the House together
is to ask that an amended election list
be used. In connection with the
amendment to the Bill 1 also propose
that any doubt that may exist as to
the legality of voting at the general
elecion of soldiers and sailors, who
had been absent from the country dur-
ing the past two years, on technical
grounds, under the Election Act, would
be removed and provision made in the
Bill making certain that such soldiers
and sailors for performing duty to
their country, heroic service to the

Empire and saving the liberty of the

world would be given their primary
right as citizens and an opportunity to
vote. It would be a monstrous condi-
tion of affairs if these men who volun-
teered their all should by some mere
statute, which did not contemplate any
such contingency, be deprived of their
right as free men. Therefore, I pro-
pose to have such doubts removed by
making the Bill so that returned sol-
diers and sailors shall have the right
to vote. And in that connection the
Government have taken into consider-
ation the suggestions thrown out by
the Hon. member for Bonavista, Mr.
Morine, the senior parliamentarian
here and, indeed, the father of the
House. We have availed of his sug-
gestion, as a wise suggestion, that pro-

vision should be made to avoid any

delay and difficulty that might ensue
in polling booths that, as a number
of soldiers and sailors were abgent
from the country at the time the voters
list was taken, that a special list
should be prepared. I may say that
the Minister of Militia has intimated
to me that they are already prepared.
It is proposed to insert a clause in
the Bill that that special list, when
certified by the Minister of Militia,
will form part of the voters list and
will be available in all the polling
booths. We have aso embodied in the
Bill a clause that all soldiers and sail-
ors who have not attained the age of
21 years shall have a franchise to be
able to vote. I would like to say,
speaking generally, and I think the
contents of the Bill will make it clear,
that it is the policy of the Government
to give all soldiers and sailors, who
possibly can, an opportunity to vote
and the Hoase can take my assurance
that we are endeavouring and hope to
have the bulk of our soldiers and sail-
ors, who are at present away, back in
the Island and able to vote on polling
day, and efforts are being made, un-
der the direction of the Minister of
Militia, to bring those soldiers and
sailors back in time, There are cer-
tain proposals in the Bill which will
have to undergo reconsideration and
when we get into Committee I will in-
timate them.

With reference to polling in St.
Barbe District I shall propose in Com-
mittee that polling in St. Barbe be
postponed to avold any possible diffi-
culty and to give candidates or others
time to get around the district, also
to make sure that the ballot boxes and
ballots and other necessary facilities
are available on polling kday, the date
of which will be fixed by the Governor-
in-Council. I, therefore, move the
Second reading of this Bill.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act respecting Elections
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in the present year’.,, was read a second:

time and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to-
MOrrow,

HON. MRB. MORINE:—Mr. Chair-
man, a few words in reply on this Bill.
I want to go on record that I am pre-
pared to facilitate the passage of the
Bill this afternoon in all its stages,
not because I have changed my posi-
tion, but to save time. I agree with the
contents of the Bill as to detail 1
thank the leader of the Government
for having accepted my suggestions.
I think they are a decided improve-
ment to the Bill., I will allow the Bill
to pass without registering any vote
against it. We all know that this Bill
has already received the views of the
Government and it would serve no pur-
pose for us to take up time talking
unnecessarily at this particular time
of the year when all are anxious to
get back to their proper or improper
businesses and when candidates want
to get to their homes in the outports.
I am not one who believes in wasting
time. I am going to propose that with
the unanimous consent of the House,
and with the proviso that 1 am not do-
ing it as a waiver, but merely in the
interests of saving time that the Bill
be read a Third Time and sent to the
Legislative Council.

MR. CURRIE:—I do not rise to re-
cord any objections to the Bill, as I
expressed myself on the matter yester-
day. It appears that I do not know
exactly where I stand, in view of the
proposition just made. I have heard
similar propositions from the Govern-
‘ment side of the House, but 1 have
never heard such from the Opposition
side before. In view of the fact that
talking for a week would not change
the attitude of the Government and in
view of the fact that I have no desire
to talk that long, I do not see why
we should waste any more time on
this Bill, as I'do not believe in wasting
time. Whilst in its present form the

Bill does not appeal to me yet 1 am
perfectly satisfied to let the Bill pass
through all its stages this afternoon.

On motion made and seconded and
by unanimous consent of the House,
it was ordered that the said Bill
should pass its remaining stages at
the present sitting.

Whereupon the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider the Bill entitled “An' Act re-
specting Elections in the present year.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parson took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

MR. PARSONS:—Before this sec-
tion goes through I wish to make just
a few remarks and I assure you Sir
that I will be very brief. I am quite
in accord with Mr. Morine in wishing
to get the work done as quickly as pos-
sible. I am pleased to know that the
soldiers and sailors have been recog-
nised in this Bill. They deserve all
the recognition that the House and the
country can accord to them. Here to-
day we enjoy the privileges that we are
enjoying and this House is sitting to-
day through the efforts of our Regi-
ment and our sailors combined with
the Allies. Every man, Sir, that donned
the uniform helped towards the Vic-
tory and as I said before, I am pleased
that this Bill gives the soldiers and
sailors recognition, and I have much
pleasure in giving it my support.

MR. WALSH:—I may say, Sir, that
viewing the reason for the introduc-
tion of the Bill to make it possible for
a General Election to take place this
yvear that I am in favour of this prin-
ciple. That has been my principle all
through. In 1917 I was fully prepared
to go back to the country for a man-
date of the people. In 1918 I was anxious
for an election and now in 1919 I think,
as I have stated over my own signa-
ture in the public press, 1 am {fully
prepared for an election, and I take
it that viewing the general condition
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of the country and the actions of the
Government that every Inan in this
country is prepared for an election. If
people are not prepared then it is
their own business and if the people of
this country have not sufficient pub-
lic sentiment or have not sufficient in-
terest in public affairs to be prepared
at any time for an election, I think,
while it is regrettable, that it is their
own fault.

There are one or two matters in the
different section of the Bill that I
would like to make reference to, but
I will deal with them when the Bill
gets to the Committee. :

Committee of the Whole on Election
Bill,

MR. WALSH:—I notice in the first
gection that all men who have been on
service overseas and who are over
twenty one years of age are entitled
to vote. Now, I think that those under
21—18, 19 and 20—who offered their
services and who for various physical
reasons were rejected, are as much
entitled to this privilege as those who
donned the uniform and went over-
seas, After all, it was no fault of their
own that they did not have an oppor-
tunity of getting into the fight and
I think they should be afforded the
same privilege as those whop crossed.
I suggest that these men should be in-
cluded as well as the men who went
overseas.

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I
may say, Mr. Chairman, that I have a
good deal of sympathy with that view
and the Government have given it a
great deal of consideration. We have
considered the cause of those who
wore the uniform and did not go
across the ocean, and the case of those
who were called up and being called
up were sent home without donning
the uniform and the case of the re-
jected men as against those who act-
ually donned the unform and faced the
risks of War. I can recognize that
some consideration is due to these
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men. They were prepared to make the
sacrifice, but I do not think that we
can blink out of sight the fact that
some special recognition is due to
men who actually did face the war
risk. At all events, that is the view
that was taken by the Government
when they limited this recognition to
men who actually went overseas. I am
sorry. under these circumstances that
I am not in a position to accept the
proposals to extend the franchise in
the case of these other men.

MR. CURRIE:—I am sorry that I
cannot support the hon. member for
Placentia and St. Mary’s in his pro-
posals, in that I am in accord with the
views of the Government, that prin-
cipal recognition is due to the men
who have gone overseas, You must
draw the line somewhere and if we do
not draw it there where can you draw
it. If vou extend the principle to re-
jected men you would likely be ex-
pected to extend it to others. I think
the position taken by the Government
is a correct one and I do not know
any precedent for any different
course, I recognise the position tak-
en by the member for Placentia and
St. Mary’s and perhaps under some
conditions it might be possible to
consider it, but I think that in the
present instance the Government are
doing all that can be expected in in-
cluding the men who have gone over-
seas.

There is one thing I would like to
be sure of. A great many men are
away at the present time, some 1200
or 1500 are on the other side, and I
think some chance should be afford-
ed them by the Government for cast-
ing their votesin the General Election.
Now, I know how difficult it would
be to undertake anything like Canada
or the Mother Country and to take
separate votes of the men abroad; it
is hardly worth creating'new mach-
inery for that; but if the Government
expects them home very soon it seems
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to me that the wisest course to adopt:

and the only course open, is that the
election be postponed to such a date
in May to give ample time for their re-
turn home. There is no reason, Sir,
for rushing the election on the first
week in May. I think the third week
in May would give the candidates a
better chance to get to their districts
and would give the people a better
opportunity of becoming acquainted
with the issues Dbefore them. The
Government will stand better in the
country if they adopt that course ana
if they remove the disability, which I
am afraid will be inflicted on a great
many of our men who are at present
overseas, if they are not given an op-
portunity of casting their vote. 1
simply make this as a suggestion.
There is no other way 1 can see
+ whereby these men will be given an
opportunity to vote. It is not pos-
sible to my mind to have a deferred
vote taken., There are too many dif-
ficulties in the way of that. Nothing
will be lost if the election is deferred
and it will give the candidates on
both sides a better opportunity of
placing their views before the elec-
torate.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—As regards the holding of
an election late in May I think it is
a mMistake, for reasons that apply to
my own District. Of late years the
fishermen leave very early for the
Labrador their object being to get
there and secure trap berths as early
as possible. Some of the schooners
left very early last year, I think about
the 156th of May. Those who arrive at
Labrador first secure the best berths

and consequently have the prospect
of getting the best voyages. The sen-
timent is beginning to get round now
that the earlier fishermen get to the
Labrador coast to secure a voyage, the
better the prospect for a good catch.

For these reasons I think it would be
a mistake to hold an election late im
May. Personally I would like to see
the election the first week in May. In
1909 Nomination Day was the 8th of
May and Polling Day the 18th.

MR. CURRIE : —Polling Day was on
the 8th.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—There is a possibility now
of an early Spring and if Westerly
Winds prevail the coast will be cleared
of ice. Then there are a number of
men preparing to go to the Sydneys
to work. They will be starting naw
and will continue during the month of
May. These men will be absent from
the country unless we hold the election
early in May. .

MR. MORINE:—You will settle the
question in the Executive Council, so
what is the use of your getting up and
talking about it?

RT., HON. PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Chairman, a word in reply to my
Honorable friend. So far as I am
aware, there is no foundation in fact
for the statement that a date early in
the next month had been agreed up-
on by the Government for holding the
Election. 'The Government have not
considered the date, but deem it de-
sirable that the election should take
place as early in May as possible.
Proper consideration will be given
the arrival of our soldiers from over-
seas that they may be home in time
to vote, and arrangements are now
being made with that object in view.

MR. DOWNEY:—Mr. Chairman, In
my opinion the date for holding the
election should be fixed at the earli-
est possible date in May month. I
notice by the papers and weather re-
ports that the Labrador Coast is clear
of ice, and there is every indication
of an early season North. The ap-
parent anxiety displayed that because
of an early election any considerable
portion of the electorate would be
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precluded from exercising the fran-
chise, is more fancied than real. Were
their wishes to be acceded to, it is
quite possible the very opposite to
the views now entertained would be
the result. If, then, we have an early
spring, the planters and fishermen
leaving  correspondingly
early for the fishery, and, Mr. Speak-
er, I am unable to see that anything
will be gained by referring the elec-
tion to a later date.

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill with some amend-
ment. .

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and by the unanimous
consent of the House it was agreed
that the Bill be read a third time.

“An Act respecting Election in the
Present Year.”

Whereupon the Bill entitled “An
Act respecting Election in the Pres-
ent Year” by the unanimous consent
of the House was read a third time
and passed, and it was ordered that
it be engrossed, being entitled as
above, and that it be sent to the Leg-

islative Council with a message re-

questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of the Hon. the Min-
ister of Finance and Customs, the
House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair; Mr.

Parsons took the chair of the Com-
mittee,

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
The purpose of this resolution
i8 to provide the sum of forty-
five thousand dollars to de-
fray the expenses of the General
Election to be held next month. Last
year we asked for an extension of the

life of P arliament for twelve months

which expires on the 30th day of
April. We found it necessary to ask
this extension owing to the war and
the very unsettled conditions in the
country due to it, and the Legislative
Council in agreeing to the extension
made it conditional on an election
being held when the time expired. At
that time the end of the war was not
in sight, but today peace is proclaim-
ed, a treaty of peace will be signed
within a few weeks, and there is no
reason why an appeal to the elector-
ate should be made. There are very .
strong reasons for making an appeal
to the country at this time. There
are many serious problems to be
dealt with, and it is important that
they be dealt with by a Legislature
representative of all the electoral
districts.

Some Hon. gentlemen opposite com
plain that the election is being rush-
ed, that they have not had sufficient
notice, but they are as well aware as
we are of the action of the Legisla-
tive Council, and knew a year ago
that an election should take place
early this year. As far as our ac-
tions as a Government are concerned,
the people have been fully informed,
during the past six years the mem-
bers of the Opposition in the House
have been given every opportunity to
criticise our work and scrutinise
everything in connection with public
expenditure. The press has given
the public the result of those critic-
isms, so that the people of the coun-
try are fully alive to all the issues
and are not by any means taken by
surprise, One of the daily papers has
hinted this afternoon that we are
rushing the election because we have
something to c¢loak financially. 1
can state positively that this is un-
true, we have nothing to cloak finan-
cially or otherwise, the figures given
out are strictly correct, and the writ-

er of that article, who was in pos-
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session of the facts, knew that they

were correct. He was one of the
gentlemen who attended a confer-
ence with me lsat year, when I gave
him, with others, inside information
pertaining to the loan raised last
year. Our financial statements for
the six years have been willingly and
fully furnished to the people of this
Dominion. The press has been taken
particularly into our confidence, and
yet we find one of its representatives
false state-
ment of this sort in an endeavor to
make political capital against us. His
misrepresentation must have been de-
liberate, because twelve months ago
he was in possession of information
to the eifect that the figures he com-
mented on are real and not fictitious.
These figures are placed before bank-
ing houses by our financial agents,
and beyond all question open and
- above board. Owur positions now is,
we have done our work. We have
financed this Dominion through the
most trying period of her history, and
we have done this successfully,

The war is now over, and it is up
to us to go to the people for a com-
plete endorsation of our position. If
our position is fully endorsed, we
come back with a fresh mandate from
the electorate to carry on the busi-
ness of the Colony. Without wishing
to unduly delay the time of the House
this afternoon, I would like to place
before Honorable members a few
facts intimately associated with the
financial side of our administration
during the past few years. In the
early days of the war, when we re-
cruited our forces for overseas, we
borrowed from the Imperial Govern-
ment the funds necessary for this un-
dertaking, but the calls on the Im-
perial Treasury were so great we
could not expect to be continually
financed from this source, and Sir

Edward Morris, then Prime Minister,

negotiated a loan of $5,000,000 in
the United States. This was a short
term loan which matures on the 30th
day of June next, and must be paid
by that date. We must find $5,000,-
000, to redeem our bond on June
30th. Yet, with this task ahead, we
hear intelligent men in this House
suggesting that the election be de-
ferred until the 30th of May or early
part of June, not realising the im-
portance of time is we are to suc-
cessfully meet our obligations within
the period stated. If we held an elec-
tion at the end of May, we could not
come back in time to pass the neces-
sary legislation and raise that loan.
Five million dollars cannot be se-
cured within twenty-four hours. It
may take months to do it, and yet we
hear pleas for delay, knowing that
we are within only six or eight weeks
when this heavy obligation must be
met. If after an election we find
that the country does not give us a re-
newal of its confidence, then the
party who does will have the same
important task ahead of them, and it
would not be fair to them that they
should be emharrasaqd for want of
time. So far I have heard no sub-
stantial argument against holding an
election next month. In 1909 we had
an early election; polling day was
then on the 18th of May, and as we
all know, there were more votes poll-
ed in the spring election than in the
previous fall; that is a matter of re-
cord. If we do not carry out the elec-
tion next month, but delay it as sug-
gested by some Hon. gentlemen op-
posite, we shall be placing ourselves
in a very dangerous position with re-
gard to our financial obligations, so
serious that I think it would be im-
possible to retire the outstanding
loan and we would be making our-
selves ridiculous in the eyes of the
world. This is why an election

should be held early in May to en-
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able us to come back in time to pass
the necessary legislation for raising
the money to pay off the loan due the
United States, on June «30th. I do
not think any successful argument
can be put up against an early elec-
tion, viewed in the light of our po-
sition, and I hope the House will pass
legislation quickly and give us an op-
portunity to get down to work. Apart
from the loan to which I have made
reference, loans to public buildings,
railroads, steamers and other public
utilities will have to be secured with-
in the next few months, and unless
we have time to attend to those mat-
ters, they cannot be successfully ac-
complished. I thoroughly agree with
the remarks of the Rt. Hon. the Prime
Minister made here yesterday, when
he said that if we are sustained by
the people we are prepared to carry
on the work, but if they are not pre-
pared to re-elect us, now is the time
to give them the opportunity. I think
the people of the country are anxious
to be given an opportunity to pro-

‘nounce upon us whether favorable or

otherwise, and should be given that
opportunity now. I, for one, am pre-
pared to come back and do my best;
if there are better men and the peo-
ple want them, now is their oppor-
tunity. The electorate will say whe-
ther they are to come in, or if we are
to remain. While I am here I will
do my best, according to the dictates
of my conscience, and the reason why
I ask for an early election, is that I
believe it to be for the best interests
of the country. We have not a strong
party behind us today, not sufficient-
ly strong to face the many problems
that will arise. One of these is pro-
vision for our soldiers now return-
ing. The Militia Department has
provided an estimate which calls for
$5,000,0000 of an appropriation for

payments to them, and the amount
required for pensions for the men of

both branches of the service will be
about $750,000 annually. These mat-
ters will entail a great deal of con-
sideration and should be sufficient
answer to the criticism of our action.

The statement made to the House
in the Speech from the Throne, with
regard to our financial position, is
absolutely correct. We court fair
criticism in all our public acts, but
this is no justification for making de-
liberately false statements, partic-
ularly in such critical times, state-
ments that may result in serious fin-
ancial embarrassment to the Colony.
I have much pleasure in moving the
resolution,

When I was in Canada I had no au-
thority to make provision for this loan.
I could not help what the papers said in
reference to my travels there and I will
state in this House now that I took
no steps towards making any arrange
ment in connection with same with
the Canadian financiers. When I was
in Canada I was interviewed about
future loans in Newfoundland, but on
each occasion that these financiers
who were prepared to do business
with Newifoundland approachaéad me, I
stated that I was not in a position to
discuss the matter with them, and
moreover, I understood that the Gov-
ernment intended to call for tenders
in Canada and the United States. Now
is it not obvious that if I was in Can-
ada making statements like that, 1
was not arranging a loan. I had to
have the necessary authority from the
Legislature. The authority of the
Finance Minister is not more than
any other member of the Government.

When 1 went to Canada, I went on
private business and not on the busi-
ness of the Colony. Had I been in
the position to raise a loan, I could
have finalised matters pretty quick-
ly, and I said no more to any finan-
cier than this, “that I was not in a
position to do business with them.”
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MR. CURRIE:—Will the Finance
Minister answer me this question?
When this loan was first raised, was
it not raised by Sir E. P. Morris be-
fore the Bill was passed?

MR. CASHIN:—No. The Bill was
passed and he went over to New York
to raise a loan fortified with it.

MR. CURRIE:—Had negotiations
not been entered into?

MR. CASHIN:—None whatever. At
that time affairs did not permit any-
one assuming such responsibility.

MR. MORINE :—I must confess that
I do not understand just what my
friends are discussing.

There is one point ,and it is this, that
ever since this war began, I have
kept clear of criticising financial
matters, because I do not think it is
safe in the interests of the country, to
have a dispute about them, and to
have the public press talking about
them. The questions at issue arc too
great for us to engage in what seems
to be the universal practice of thresh-
ing out these matters. With the great
interests at stake, it seems to me
that it is not right for us to say or
do anything that might affect the
credit of the Colony, and I think it is
best to follow out that practice, and
leave these matters in the competent
hands of the Hon. Minister of Fin-
ance and Customs.

Now, I am sorry that he should have
been irritated by this editorial. He
has kept his temper so often, that it
is surprising he should get ruifled,
when we were only trying to save
time, by moving that the resolutions
be put through by unanimous consent,
but, when a man looks like a prize
fighter in all his get-up, it is not sur-
prising that he cannot allow a session
to go by without saying something
that will cause trouble. I might have
been inclined at one time to fight a
little myself, but I have reformed,
and to such an extent, that I am now

referred to as the “Father of the
House.” However, I do not like this
“Father of the House” business to be
rubbed in teo much because, in some
respects, I feel that I am the young-
est man in the House, and I would
wish that you would please forget
my grey hairs, and, remembering
only my virility, count me as one of
the boys.

I am anxious to put these resolutions
through, so that the Hon. Minister of
Finance, will have the proper author-
ity to pass his financial bill, and I
have no doubt that after the election,
the financial bill will be put through
by unanimous consent, but that has
not much to do with what is called a
mandate. The House has not much
legal authority, and so far as moral
authority is concerned, there is no
moral authority in a mandate wunder
existing circumstances. The Bill
ought to have been introduced and
pa ssed, to have the elections at the
regular time next Fall, but we have
threshed that out already, and why
discuss it now? You have chosen your
course, and the matter is settled. Let
us pass the bill; and say no more
about it, so that we may close quick-
ly as possible, and to that end, he
can count on the hearty support of
this side of the House.

MR. CURRIE:—As the Hon. Mem-
ber for Bonavista has pointed out, it
has been the custom of the House dur-
ing the past four years, on all mat-
ters relating to the war, to agree un-
animously. There has never been any
difference of opinion, and if the Min-
ister is anxious to put .this Bill
through as a war measure, I, for one,
have no objection, though I think it
destroys the argument which he pre-
viously raised.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed

a Resolution and recommended that
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a Bill be introduced to give effect to

the same.
On motion this report was received

and adopted.

By unanimous consent of the House
it was ordered that the measure be
finalised at the present sitting.

Whereupon the Chairman from the
Committee of the Whole on Supply
reported the Resolution which was
read a first time as follows:

For General Election $45,000.00.

The said Resolution being read a
gsecond time it was moved that the
House concur with the Committee
therein and the said Resolution was
agreed to.

Whereupon the Bill entitled “An
Act for Defraying the Expenses of a
General Election to be Held During
the Present Year” was introduced
and read a first time and ordered to
be read a second time presently.

Whereupon the Bill entitled “An
Act for Defraying the Expenses of a
General Election to be held during
the Present Year” was read a second
time and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the whole House pres-
ently.

Whereupon the House resolved it-
self into a Committee of the Whole
to consider the Bill entitled “An Act
for Defraying the Expenses of a Gen-
eral Election to be Held During the
Present Year.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of
Committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

Whereupon the Bill entitled *“An
Act for Defraying the Expenses of a
General Election to be Held During
the Present Year” was read a third
time and passed and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as

above, and that it be sent to the Leg-
islative Council with a message re-
questing the concurrence of that
body in its provisions.

Mr. Walsh gave notice of question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rise it adjourn until
Monday next at three of the clock in
the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

MONDAY, April 7, 1919.

The House met at three o’clock in
the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Petitions

THE MINISTER OF MILITIA:—On
behalf of His Honor the Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Flatrock, who ask that
a concrete landing place to be erected
at a place known as Martin’s Point,
in order that they may be able to
land their fishing gear and cod traps
at that place in stormy weather. They
point out that under present condi-
tions it is almost impossible to handle
these commodities and they ask that
a sum of money be granted for this
purpose. '

Although a concrete landing place
would be a little more expensive than
a wooden landing place, the petition-
ers point out once it was erected there,
there would be no further expendi-
ture. They also consider that a wood-
en landing place would be only a
source of trouble and continual ex-
pense. I have much pleasure in pre-
senting this petition and I give it my
heartiest support.

I beg leave to refer it to the de-
partment to which it relates.

MR. MORINE:—I beg leave to pre-
sent a petition of the inhabitants of
King’s Cove, Broad Cove, Keels and
Indian Arm re the steamship ser-
vice at present operating in that bay.
The petition is largely and influen-
tially signed, and appears to have em-
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manated entirely from that section of
the Bay. A few days ago I spoke up-
on this subject while presenting an-
other petition, and 1 do not propose
to-day to repeat what I then said.
But I merely want to point out for the
consideration of the executive that
this is a matter warranting the zreat-
est consideration especially now that
the original programme has been
changed as regards the coastal sys-
tem there. Steamers coming North
on their way to Port Union under the
present system are caused a great
dissatisfaction, as persons coming to
St. John’s or Eastward have to go to
Port Union and make a very round
about detour with exposed travelling.
Now, under this petition they ask that
a branch line be established to Port
Union. T need not point out the ad-
vantages that this would mean. It
would save the long delay that these
people are subjected to now, and 1
think the large list of  signatures
shows conclusively the desires of
these people with regard to the es-
tablishments of this branch line.

MR. COAKER:—With regard to the
petition presented by the Hon. Minis-
ter for Bonavista, there are just one
or two remarks I would like to make.
In the first place, these petitions re-
present a very small portion of the
electors of Bonavista Bay, and the
next thing is, they are gotten up by cer
tain men who find that the steamers
going to Port Union do not give
them the train and passenger traffic
that they had before. Now, the next
point I would like to raise, is, that
this matter was fully considered last
year at the F. P. U. Convention, and
the present route was fully endorsed
by this Convention, which was repre-
sentative of the wishes of the people
in that section. The next point is
this: We have been considering whe-
ther or not we would alter the route
in Bonavista Bay this year, and have
been taking the matter up for some

time. In all probability, the “Dundee”
will make two trips per week this
year from Port Union to Wesleyville,
as she did formerly—before war con-
ditions prevented, and in all probabil-
ity, may call at Port Blandford, if it
is found that we can allow the steam-
er to go up there without interfering
with the service around the Bay, and
we will probably have two connec-
tions—one at Port Blandford, and one
at Port Union. There is a saving of
180 miles by using the present route,
as it only means the calling at three
or four ports at the bottom of the
Bay.

I have been looking over the statis-
tics with regard to this service, and I
find that the trafiic, in passengers, and
freight exceeds what has been done
at any time before by 100 per cent, so
much greater have the advantages
been, and I think if my friend. Mr.
Bay, and talk with the people there, he
Morine, will go down to Bonavista
will find that the present route is
satisfactory, and that they don’t want
any alterations. .

MR. MORINE:—I beg to present
another petition on this same matter.
from the people of Southern Bay, and
I wish to take occasion to reply to
some of the remarks made by the
Hon. member for Twillingate, and
not, as I notice, by either of the mem-
bers for Bonavista, in spite of the
fact that we are in this House, mem-
bers for Districts.

Now, Sir, it is not correct that the
petitions presented this afternoon
represent only a small proportion of
the district, or that they represent
people without grave interests at
stake. These petitions represent the
dominant opinion at least from King’s
Cove around to Southern Bay, and it
is the opinion of all there, especially
of all the business men in that sec-
tion. In the next case, it is not a

guestion of passenger (traffic. The
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traffic in fish and in freight that goes
to St. John’s from these places, back
and forth, is largely and disadvan-
tageously affected by the present
route. I had a conversation recently
with Mr. Dan Ryan,‘and he tells me
that the change in the service has en-
tirely destroyed the usefulness of the
steamer to the people carrying on
trade in that section. Now, the Hon.
member for Twillingate has sald that
the present route was endorsed un-
animously at the F. P. U. Convention.
That may be as it is, but I fancy that
almost anything that the Honorable
gentleman himself wishes to pass,
would be unanimously endorsed at
such a Convention.

The present route is not to the in-
terest of the North of Bonavista Bay.
It is advantageous to some parties
outside of Bonavista Bay, and I have
dealt fairly with that feature before.
The change of traffic may be some
good to that portion which I referred
to, and I willingly admit that the F.
P. U. deserves some 8pecial consid-
eration, representing as it does a
large proportion of the fishermen,
and that it is to their advantage to
establish connections with Port
Union, which is the headquarters of
their trade, but I do not admit their
right to enjoy these advantages at the
expense of a large number of other
people. In other words, I am willing
to see anything done in the interests
of the F. P. U., which is a cooperative
body, formed by the fishermen them-
selves, provided that it does not
harm one section, in order that good
fma.y be done to another. I think the
interests of all sections ought to be
consulted, and think that the peti-
tions which I am presenting here this
afternoon ought to be considered,
and some remedy found. I do not
wish to take away from the F. P. U.
any advantages which they should

enjoy, but I think these people should
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have restored to them the privileg‘GH
which they previously enjoyed, and
which are theirs by right.

My Honorable friend refers partic-
ularly to the fact that Port Blandford
has railway connection, and that is
quite true, with regard to what they
send to St. John’s or get from §St.
John’s, but he must remember that
there are parts of Bonavista Bay en-
tirely cut off from communication
with each other through this system.
Some- mention has been made of Goose
Bay, but there has been no petition
from Goose Bay, and as this place
has a railway station on the branch
line, they are probably as well off as
they were before. Now, if the “Dun-
dee” on her route from Sweet Bay to
these places, or from these places to
Sweet Bay, on her return, would be
allowed to go to Southern Bay to con-
nect with the railway, very much of
the harm now being done, would be
remedied, and I cannot conceive for
what maligr purpose she goes back
and forth, east and west, past the
mouth of Southern Bay, and compels
the people of this place to go right
out around Cape Bonavista to Port
Union. One would say that it is for
the purpose of preventing them from
getting connection with the railway.
It cannot be a mere oversight. Here
on the left hand is Sweet Bay, and on

the right hand is and
far out beyond that is Cape Bonavista
and Port Union, and she comes to
Sweet Bay and across the mouth of
Southern Bay, apparently in order to
avoid the railway at Southern Bay,
where passengers and freight can
take the branch line wig.hout having
to go around Cape Bonavista.

MR. COAKER:—But the trouble is,
there is no terminus in Southern Bay.
MR. MORINE:—There should not
be the least difficulty about this. It
18 only a hop, step, and a leap from
the railway to the water, and it only
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means putting a wharf there. As a
matter of fact, the steamer used to
call there in times gone by, and land
freight and passengers by boat. Now,
whilst I not only repeat the right of
the .F. P. U. to special consideration,
and myself am prepared to assist in
getting them special consideration, I
go upon this principle that it is not
right to benefit one section of the
community at the expense of another,
and these people are entitled to con-
sideration as well as the F. P. U. The
other way would be, of course, to let
the “Dundee” run as she is doing now
and put another boat there.

There is just one more thing; the
Hon. member says he has considerea
the statistics, and finds there is an in-
crease in passenger traffic of 100 per
cent. Statistics are things that lie
terribly when twisted one way or an-
other, but in any event, I would ven-
ture to say that this increase is not
in Bonavista Bay. It might be due
to an increase in passenger traffic
from the Straits Shore, or due to
more frequent trips to Port Union,
and I am very glad, as I said before,
that these people should have the op-
portunity of being in better touch
with their headquarters, but I see no
reason why we should deprive these
other people of the consideration
which they deserve. 1 therefore ask
that this petition also be received and
referred to the Department of the
Colonial Secretary.

THE HON. MINISTER OF MARINE
AND FISHERIES:—Mr. Speaker I ask
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Shoal Harbour in the
District of Trinity, asking for a sum
of money to be allocated for the pur-
pose of building a wharf there. This
petition is signed by Mr. Caleb Tulk,
J.P.,, and a number of others. I hope
the Government will see their way
clear to grant the request of the pe-
titioners.
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I have another petition which I
would like to present from the people
of St. Jones Without, asking that that
place be linked up with Little Heart’s
FEase by telephone. Thisg request is a
reasonable one and it is the desire of
the people of the latter place that
they have telephone connection, as at
present there is no communication be-
tween these places at the disposal of
the inhabitants. I trust that in the
near future, the Government will ac-
cede to the prayer of the petitioners.

At the present time there are sev-
eral people who are trying to procure
a License to operate saw-mills on the
above section mentioned. If the Ag-
riculture & Mines Department would
grant the request of these people and
allow them to erect saw-mills there,
it would only be a year or two when
every little bit of the forest now left
would be destroyed, thus depriving the
people of Catalina, Little Catalina,
Elliston and Bonavista from fire wood,
room stuff, boats, plank, ete., which
cannot possibly be done without if we
want to prosecute the fishery. I there-
fore ask the Government to see that
the section known as Seven Mile Camp
and the Wood Spur, be reserved for
the fishermen. I give the petitions my
heartiest support and ask that they be
received and passed over to the De-
partments to which they refer.

The Speaker vacates the chair to
call upon His Excellency the Governor.

Mr. Speaker informed the House that
His Excellency the Governor would
receive the Address in Reply at 4
o’ecloek of this day.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the
House proceeded to Government
House and being returned to the
Assembly Room Mr. Speaker informed
the House that His Excellency had re-
ceived the Address of Thanks and had
been pleased to reply thereto as fol-
lows:

I thank you for your Address in
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Reply to the Speech with which your
present Session was opened.
C. ALEXANDER HARRIS,
Governor.

Government House,

St. John’s, Nfld.,

7 April, 1918.

MR. TARGETT:—I beg to support
the petition presented by my col-
leagues just before the House rose
and I trust the Government will see
its way clear to accede to the request
of petitioners.

I have also a petition from Hant's
Harbour for a sum of money for a
breakwater at Caplin Cove. Formerly,
gir, they did not need a breakwater.
When they were fishing in small
boats the fishermen could get togeth-
er and haul them up. Of late years
they have five or six motor boats
there and they cannof haul them wup
and sometimes when it comes stormy,
they have to take them down around
the point ‘to Hant’s Harbour. Caplin
Cove is back of Hant’'s Harbour. It
is sometimes very rough  getting
around the point and they run great
risk and sometimes very great danger
of their lives. T trust that the Govern-
ment will grant the request of the
petitioners and help them out by giv-
ing them a sum of money to build the
breakwater. The petition is signed by
about sixty residents of that locality,
and I beg to refer it to the Depart-
ent to which it refers. .

MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISH-
ERIES:—I have much pleasure in
supporting the prayer of the petition
presented by my colleague, Mr. Tar-
gett.

MR. JENNINGS:—I beg leave to
present -a number of petitions on
different subjects from the District
of Twillingate. I have seven here
from different localities on the sub-
jeet of a branch railway. This is a
subject that is becoming of lively in-
terest down there especially in the
north side of the Bay. The people

living in Hall’'s Bay and on the Cape
‘Shore and so fa r south as Pilley’s
Island are interested in this ques-
tion. They have to go about forty
miles from the bottom of Hall’s Bay
by dog-team or otherwise. Hspecial-
ly during the past two or three years
have they felt the need of railway
connection in order to get their
pickled herring to market. If railway
connection is given them it will be a
great convenience to people travel-
ling from that part of the district to

' St. John’s and Port aux Basques, in

fact to any part of the country, es-
pecially during the winter and spring.
Certainly, anyone who is at all famil-
iar with the conditions in these lo-
calities must admit the necessity of
this branch railway.

Mr. Speaker, 1 beg leave to present
a number of petitions from different
localities in the D istrict of Twil-
lingate on the subject of a branch
railway to Hall’s Bay. The petition-
ers point out that this railway would
be not only a great convenience to
them in connection with the main
line for passenger and freight pur-
poses but also for the shipment of
herring, especially during the fall
and winter. It is thought that her-
ring may during the winter be ship-
ped to the American markets in a
frozen condition, and as such would
meet a better demand than the pickl-
ed herring. There can be no doubt
as to the necessity of this railway,
and that it would serve the interests
of the north side of Notre Dame Bay
and also part of the District of St.
Barbe.

The time is not far distant when
these matters will have to be dealt
with in a manner satisfactory to the
people, and I have no doubt that
when financial conditions permit the
Government will give those petitions
the consideration they deserve, and
that a branch line to Hall’s Bay will
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be an accomplished fact, giving to
the people of that part of the Domin-
ion a share of the privileges enjoyed
by the more southern districts. I
heartily endorse the prayer of the
petitioners, and ask that they be re-
ceived and referred to the Depart-
ment to which they relate.

HON. MR. COAKER:—Mr. Speaker,
I rise to support the petition presented
by Mr. Jennings. My remarks a few
days since when supporting the pray-
er of a petition for a line of railway
along the North Side of Bonavista
Bay apply with even greater force to
the petition now being presented.
There can be no possible doubt that
the people who have presented this
petition are entitled to railway facili-
ties, as well as more favored portions
of the Island; and their reasonable
request must be acceded to at the
earliest moment the financial condi-
tion of the Colony will permit. But
the public must also understand the
ocne great matter in considering any
expenditure on railway account must
be putting the main line in a condition
to meet the present day requirements
of the trade and the safe carriage of
passengers, The outlay which the
Government of the future must make
on what practically means the re-
building of the road will be very
great, how much, I am not in a posi-
tion now to state even approximately.
But whatever the cost, the responsi-
bilities must be faced in the almost
immediate future. The other petitions
asking for the extension of the tele-
phone system, linking up small settle-
ments, do not cost very much and
these modest requests have my hearty
support.

MR, ABBOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
residents of Keels, Southern Bay,
Princeton, Charlottetown, Happy Ad-

venture, St. Chad’s, Bay
and other settlements in the electoral

Alexander

district of Bonavista asking that a
light be placed on Flat Island. From
Little Denier to Shoe Cove Point there
is no light to guide the mariner on his
way while navigating this section of
the bay. I may say, Mr. Speaker, that
a light placed at the point indicated in
these petitions would be a great con-
venience to not only the fishermen in
the loecality but to hundreds of.
schooners going in and out the bay.

I also wish, Mr. Speaker, to present
a petition from the people of Hare Bay
who are asking a grant of $1,000.00 to
construct a public wharf, and anoth
er petition from the electors of Bona-
vista Town asking for the small sum
of $150.00 for the purpose of opening
up a road to some valuable agricul-
tural property.

All these petitions are largely
signed, the requests contained therein
are reasonable and I trust the govern-
ment, if at all possible, will accede
to them. I therefore ask that these
petitions be referred to the various de-
partments to which they relate.

MR. WINSOR:—Mr. Speaker, the
several petitions now presented by my
colleague, Mr. Abbott, have my sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to pre-
sent a petition from the inhabitants
of Flat Island, Coward’s Island, Sal-
vage, and other settlements in Bona-
vista Bay, asking that a light be
placed on Puffin Island, Flat Island.
For some time this light has been
asked for and promised and the peo-
ple interested feel that it is high
time something should be done. This
light, Sir, would not only be of very
great service to the fishermen who
earn their livelihood in these locali-
ties, but it would prove a benefit to
the whole district, as well as to the
hundreds of other fishermen who dur-
ing the fishing season might want at
any time to make a harbor from
stress of weather or any other cause.
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MR. MORINE:—I rise to give this
petition my heartiest support. I sup-
pose the light house in question,
while being of some service to the
people of Flat Islands, as a harbor
light, would be of still greater ser-
vice as a leading light to the people
living north, west and south of Flat
Islands: many pEDDlE would be bene-
fited, and the usefulness .of the light
house would be very great.

" MR. WINSOR:—I have here for
presentation a number of petitions
from the inhabitants of St. Brendan's,
Gooseberry Island, Deer Island and
Bragg’s Island on the same subject,
which goes to show that the request
for this very necessary aid to naviga-
tion is a general one. These petition-
ers are asking that the proposed
licht be erected on Gulch Island.
They say Guleh Island would be the
best place to have the light and that
by placing it there the public would
be best served. This is the same
light asked for in the other petition;
one light is asked for by both parties,
but they differ in opinion as to where
the light should be erected. Puffin Is-
land and Gulch Island are so near
together that it would not be justice
to the other parts of the District to
expect at the present time that a light
be placed on each of the said places.
The location of the light, Sir, I think
might be safely left to the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries and the Light
House Department. They c¢an be
trusted to select the most suitable and
servicable place, so that the greatest
good would come to the greatest num-
ber. Anyhow, I trust the Government
will see its way clear to have some-
thing done in this matter during the
coming summer. I ask that these sev-
eral petitions be referred to the De-
partment to which they relate.

MR. MORINE:—Is Mr. Winsor ask-
ing for one light house ortwo?

MR. WINSOR:—The two petitions
are for two different light houses.

Some people think Flat Islands the
proper location, and others think
Guleh Island the proper place. |

MR. MORINE:—Why not ask for
two light houses? If not both at the
same time, then one after the other.
I do not think that the people of Flat
Islands, for instance, would be very
much served by a light house on Gulch
Island;
one on Flat Islands would not be so
useful to the people of St. Brendan’s
and Gooseberry Islands as one on
Gulch Island would be. If an agree-
ment cannot be arrived at as to the
proper location of one light houge it
seems to me that one should be con-
structed and another follow as =oon
as possible; while the dispute contin-
ues all the people are being deprived
of a much needed service.

HON. MR. COAKER:—Mr. Speaker,
For several vears it has been decided
that the light now being discussed
should be erected, but the trouble has
been to get the location of this very
necessary and important aid to navi-
gation settled upon. I think the erec-
tion of the lighthouse will come in due
course when the people for whose ben-
efit it is intended, come to a mutual
agreement on the site. These peti-
tions, Sir, have my support.

MR. PARSONS:—Mr. Speaker,
have several petitions to present Sir,
and I hope they shall receive the best
consideration of the Government. The
first petition comes from the people
of Upper Island Cove, in the District
of Harbor Grace. Your petitioners
ask for an amount sufficient to enable
them to make repairs to a short cut
by the use of which the distance to
Hr. Grace, which is about eight and
one half miles may be reduced to about
two miles. This petition is signed by
the Rev. E. E. Rusted and many other
residents of the settlement, and I trust
the Government will see its way clear
to grant the prayer of the petition.
Another very important petition has

and probably it is true that
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been entrusted to me for presentation.
It is also from the people of Upper
Island Cove. Several wells to provide
a supply of pure drinking water are
urgently needed. In as much as the
subject matter of the petitions relate
to so vital a question as the health of
a settlement containing eighteen hun-
dred persons or three hundred and
fifty odd families. A few years back
there was a serious epidemic of Ty-
phoid Fever at this place which cost
the Department of Health a very con-
siderable sum of money. The dociors
who attended at that time gave it as
their opinion that the cause of the out-
break was impure water. The land
where the houses in which these
eighteen hundred people live dips into
a hollow and in winter and spring
time the drainings from the gardens
and farms run right down the sloping
ground and polute the water which
the people use for cooking and drink-
ing purposes. This petition is signed
by one thousand voters. I am sure
of my ground Sir, in urging upon the
Government the immediate attention
which this serious condition of affairs
calls for; and I will undertake to
prove that the public accounts will
show an expenditure in doctors bills
and other expenses in connection with
these epidemics which will exceed the
cost of the wells asked for. The peo-
ple are satisfied to abide by the de-
cision of the Government Engineer., I
therefore move, Sir, that the petition
be received and referred to the De-
partment of the Colonial Secretary,
and from there transferred to the Exe-
cutive for consideration.

MR. YOUNG:—Mr. Speaker, I rise
to support the petition presented by
my colleague, Mr. Parsons. In doing
s0, I wish to draw attention to the
serious condition of things which ex-
ists. We are ready to produce the
evidence in the form of doctor’s certi-
ficates that conditions are just as bad
as represented, and I hope the Gov-

ernment will do the very best they
can for us in providing the remedy.

Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to present
a petition from the residents of Til-
ton and Spaniard’s Bay on the sub-
ject of repairs to a road. A part of
the condemned old line of railway is
now used as hoop road and woods
road. [t is used extensively and is
a great help to a considerable num-
ber of industrious people. Three
hundred dollars is the amount asked
for, and I hope the Government will
give us this small amount. I ask that
the petition be received and referred

~ to the Department of Public Works.

Mr. Speaker, I alsg ask leave to
present a petition from ex-Corporal
Solomon Gosse. This petition is sign-
ed by one thousand people. Ex-Corp.
Gosse asks for the job of Sub-Col-
lector and Relieving Officer on . the
Labrador boat. He is a returned
soldier who has been wounded in
fighting the Empire’s cause and is
now unfit for hard manual labor, but
is prepared to take a light job such
as the one applied fo is. He is not
able to live on the pension which he
now gets. This petition, as 1 have
already stated, is signed by over one
thousand voters, and supported by
my colleagues, and should receive the
favorable consideration of the Gov-

- ernment.

I also ask leave to present the peti-
tion of ex-Corporal Duncan Collins,
asking that he be given the position
of Sub-Collector at Spaniard’s Bay.
One thousand voters have also sign-
ed this petition. We have heard a
great deal of what the Government
were doing and intended to do for the
returned soldier; well, here 1is a
way to test their sincerity. I do not
ask that a delicate man be removed
from the public service, but I do say
that able-bodied men should be let
go and their places filled by return-

ed men. My two colleagues are also
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giving this petition their support.
The petition, Sir, was sent on to the
Government last Fall, and I have
never heard a word of it since. This
I consider insulting and very unfair.
Such a largely signed petition should
have received better consideration at
the hands of the Government. This
man had been wounded while on ac-
tive service, fighting the enemy and
defending us, and certainly the peti-
tion of over one thousand voters
would be acceded to.

MR. PARSONS:—Mr. Speaker, 1
strongly support this petition. As my
colleague has stated, we have been
treated very unfairly by the Govern-
ment in this matter. We have been
treated with contempt by those whose
duty it was, and is, to live up to the
promises made to the returned soldi-
ers. I do not make this remark with
- a view toward making any trouble,
but it seems as though we are on
the outside of the circle of St. John's.
Why those whose business it was to
consider this petition did not think
it worth while sending us a reply, 1 do
not know. And so I want to go on re-
cord as favoring the first claim of the
returned soldier to positions in the civil
service., I donot mean that an old man
should have his job taken from him,
but I do say that strong, able-bodied
men should go to make room for the
returned soldier, and as long as 1
hold a seat in this House, I shall

ever insist that those men who have’

fought and suffered in the cause of
justice and humanity shall have first
claim upon the country.

MR. KENNEDY:—Mr. Speaker, 1
have a small request to make which

18 contained in the petition I now
' present from a number of the fisher-
men at Chapel’s Cove, in the District
of Harbor Main. They ask that the
dredge be sent there for the purpose
of deepening the cove leading to the

public wharf. A couple of years ago,
a heavy sea caused a large body of
sand and rock to accumulate, and at
present the wharf is of practically
no service to those who have occasion
to use it. "Last year the people
could not land their caplin at the
wharf, and unless this work is im-
mediately attended to, not even a
small boat will be able to approach
the landing place. I hope that the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to
whose Department I ask that this
petition be referred, will give our
modest request his favorable con-
sideration.

MR. WOODFORD:—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to support the petition.
The wharf referr‘?d to is practically
useless. After a conversation with
the Chairman of the Road Board
last Fall, 1 asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to have the
dredge sent up to remove this silt
If this sand and rock is not removed
it means that one and perhaps two
blocks must be built to the present
wharf at a cost of at least $1,000. A
big saving may be effected by send-
ing the dredge there and having this
work properly attended to. The work
would not take more than two or
three 'days. I made application a
few days ago to the Department that
a survey be made, and I have no
doubt if the preliminary report which
my friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries receives is favorable, the
Job will be successfully attended to
in the very near future.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—Mr. Speaker, for the
information of the Hon. Member for
Hr. Main I may inform him that Mr.
Fitzgerald has already been sent up
to Chappel’s Cove to make a survey,
but has not made his report yet. And
if his report is favourable and weather
conditions are suitable the dredge will
be sent there at the earliest possible
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moment to do the work as requested by
the people of Chappel’s Cove. With
regard to the point raised by the Hon.
Member for Placentia as to surveys
having been made in his district about
three years ago, I may say that hap-
pened to be before my time, but any
surveys made since I have assumed
office and in any way reasonable I
have been always only too pleased to
have them attended to, unless the oper-
ations of the dredge would be ham-
pered by something unforeseen., At
the present time I am inclined to think
that the frist place that the dredge
will operate this year, if ice conditions
do not interfere, will be at Grand
Bank, Grand Bank is a thriving settle
ment and one of the leading places in
the Colony, turning in annually a
quarter of a million dollars of revenue
and has a large fleet of schooners en-
gaged in local and foreign trade as
well as in the bank fishery. In the
interest of those people and in the in-
terest of the Colony their request for
the use of the dredge will receive every
consideration. As far as I am con-
cerned, while I am in charge of
the Department of Marine and Fisher-
ies my sole endeavour will be to treat
everybody fairly and squarely.

HON. MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, I
rise to give my hearty support to the
petition just presented by the Hon.
Member for Hr. Main asking that the
Dredge be sent up to Chappel’s Cove.
And whilst supporting the prayer of
the petition, I express the hope that
he will have better luck than I did by
receiving the report of the official sent
up to make a survey a little earlier
than that official reported in relation
to my district. About three years ago
the Department of Marine and Fisher-
ies sent Mr. Fitzgerald, the official in
charge of Marine Surveys, up to some
important parts of my district, and
surveys were made at some cost to the
Colony and taxpayers, but the dredge
never called there although she passed
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by on several occasions on her way to
St. Jacques and back to St. John's.
And despite the fact that my col-
leagues and myself have for many
years made strong pleas to this House
to have the dredge go to different
parts of the district to do valuable ser-
vice, it was of no avail, so I do not
prediet that anything will be done in
the near future, but if it is the inten-
tion to send the dredge to do any work
at an early date, I demand that places
where surveys were made as far back
as three years ago should have the
preference and that the dredge should
be sent to Placentia Bay to perform
the work that the surveys were made
for before she is sent elsewhere. I,
therefore, have much pleasure in sup-
porting the prayer of the petitioners
of Chappel’s Cove.

MR. JENNINGS:—Mr. Speaker,
while this dredge subject is on the
floors, I would like to make a few ob-
servations regarding my own district.
I think it is about two years ago
when I made a request to the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries asking for
the services of the dredge at Little
Bay Islands. This work I understand
has been since attended to. However,
there is one place in Twillingate Dis-
trict, 'namely, Twillingate Shoal
Tickle, which needs to be dredged
badly. While there are so many de-
mands all at once claiming the at-
tention of the Marine and FKisheries
Department it is impossible to deal
with them all this season. I know
that it is difficult for the Priestman
to operate at 'I'willingate Shoal
Tickle with success, but I hope that
the Department will find it possible
to get a smaller dredge to deepen that
Tickle this summer. It practically
concerns all the south side of the dis-
trict to Fortune Harbor. There are
two doctors who have to serve all

that part of the district, and they
have to come in all sorts of weathers
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to attend urgent calls, and owing to
the condition of this Tickle they are
very apt to injure their motor boats
and so find they are delayed in get-
ting back with the doctor, and often
this is a matter of life and death.

I hope that the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries will try to attend to
this matter in some way or other, as
it is a matter which demands immed-
iate attention. ‘

MR. DOWNEY:—1I think I detected
in the remarks of the Honorable Min-
ister who has just sat down the fact
that he felt that some discrimination
had been made with regard to the use
of the dredge. The facts are simply
these: At St. George’s a 600 ton
steamer was being completed on the
stocks there; it afterwards turned
out that the depth of water was in-
gufficient to launeh the vessel. 1 ask-
ed the Government to consider this
matter and see if it could not receive
the first consideration. The dredge
was in use for five days only, and I
think in view of the circumstances
the work was most necessary. It
struck me that the matter called for
an explanation and I am very pleased
to be able to explain the circum-
stances.

MR. WALSH:—I would 'like to as-
sure Mr. Downey that I am in entire
sympathy with his attitude on this
matter to which he has just made
reference, and I think that were 1 the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries at
the time, I would have been only too
glad to have this work performed. 1
would suggest to the head of this De-
partment that the dredge be used on
the North Coast in Summer and the
south Coast in Winter. Work could
be performed on the South Coast in

the Winter but could not possibly be
performed on the North, and it is
very important that all parts of the
Colony should have an equal chance

of the services
dredge.

MR. MORINE:—I beg to present a
petition from the inhabitants of Sum-
merville, Bonavista Bay, who ask for
telegraph extensions from Plumb-
stone to Indian Arm. The name put
forward by the petitioners would

rendered ' by the

‘necessitate the alteration of the tele-

graph office at Plumbstone to a more
convenient place for all concerned.
The distance is not very great and
would not entail very much telegraph
wire, and the telegraph office being
already at Plumbstone very little ex-
pense would be entailed in that score
although the petitioners desire that
it be removed to about a mile and a
half, when it would be convenient for
the people of both places.

In view of what has been said by
the Honorable Member for Trinity,
I am very hopeful that this petition
will be acceeded to as soon as it

comes before the Executive for con-
sideration.

MR. ABBOTT:—I would like to
support the remarks of the Honorable
Member who has just sat down, and
sincerely hope the Government will
grant the prayer of this petition.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC

'WORKS:—1I beg leave to present a

petition from the inhabitants of
Manuels, Long ' Pond, and Topsail.
The petition is largely and influential-
ly signed and asks for $1,000 to be
devoted to opening up the gut through
the beach leading to Manuels Pond
and River. All along the South
sShore from Portugal Cove to Holy-
rood there is no safe shelter in stormy
weather for boats during the fishery
season. This is a serious handicap
especially since motor boats have
come into general use and have en-
abled these people to extend their
industries round Bell Island and
Cape St. Francis and other parts of
the Bay. Fishing in such a wide
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. area, however, would
with grave danger were no safe
shelter provided. I have much pleas-
ure in giving this petition my hearti-
est support and beg leave to present
it for the attention of the Department
to which it relates.

MR. KENNEDY:—I beg leave to
second the remarks of the Honorable
gentleman who has just sat down. 1

be attended

may say, Mr. Speaker, that I am well -

acquainted with that part of the
coast and well appreciate the diffi-
culty to which the Hon. gentleman
has referred. The coast is very sing-
ular in the respect that it has no safe
shelter at all, and I think $1,000 is
only a small item to pay for such a
benefit as this would be to so many
fishermen and I have much pleasure
in supporting this petition.

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRET-
ARY:—In the absence of the Mem-
ber for Port de Grave District, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Bareneed, Port de
Grave District, who ask that $150.00
be allocated to make a road to cer-
tain gardens and bog lands there. The
bog land there is used as a fertiliser
and the people feel that it will be a
big benefit to them if the prayer of
this petition was granted. 1 have
much pleasure in supporting this pe-
tition and beg leave to present it to
the Department to which it relates.

1 also beg to present a petition, in
the absence of the representative of
St. Barbe, from the inhabitants of
Grey Islands, asking that that place
be made a port of call for one of the
coastal steamers when navigation 1is
open. The residents of those islands
and those who prosecute the fishery
there, undergo great hardship in the
Sﬁring and Fall of the year, in getting
to and from those islands. The near-
est place is Conche and in order to
get to this place they undergo the
greatest hardship, when they have to
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transport their families and effects
to and from. I sincerely hope that
the Government will give this matter
its immediate attention.

MR, WALSH:—I sincerely hope
that the prayer of the last petition
will be acceeded to. The approach
to the main harbor at that place is a
very difficult one and the water is
very shallow. This place has grown
considerably in late years, and 1
think the Government should make
arrangements to have every encour-
agement, given to those people who
engage in fishery pursuits there.

THE HON. THE COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY:—I beg leave to present a
petition from the inhabitants of
Doting Cove, asking that a branch
railway line be extended from Gambo
to Clarenville, via Waesleyville. 1
hope the petition will receive the
support of the whole House as it is
a matter which demands the fullest
consideration of the Government. I
think every member present under-
stands the difficulty which these per-
sons experience in prosecuting the
fishery. It is important that these
persons should be able top ship their
fish immediately as it often happens
that the fish has to be left there un-
til late in the season before they can
transport it to St. John’s. 1 shall
not refer to this matter in greater de-
tail as a petition bearing on the sub-
ject has already been presented by
Mr. Morine. I give this petition my
heartiest support and I beg leave to
present it to the Department to which
it relates.

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY :—Mr. Speaker, I beg to present
petitions from the inhabitants of Mus-
grave Harbour and Doting Cove, Fogo
District, asking for railroad connec-
tion. These people suffer great in-
convenience and loss through having
to ship the products of the fishery by
the first means of conveyance as goon
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as the same is cured. They cannot
hold their fish and oil for October
shipment as the harbours are so rough
it is almost impossible to charter
schooners to go there to load freight
after the month ,of August. The agri-
cultural possgibilities of the Strait
Shore are great, also, and if the peo-
ple there had any means of shipping
the product of the land it would re-
sult in a greatly increased produc-
tion, and would be a great encourage-
ment to the people in this direction.
Parts of the District through which
the railway would run are also well
wooded, and it would be an immense
advantage to the people and to the
country to have railway connection so
that they could develop the lumbering
industry. It would be impossible to
speak in too strong terms in support
of this petition, and I trust that when
the matter of railway extension is
taken up by the Government, a rail-
way to Fogo District will be the first
to be considered. As a member of the
Government, I know the conditions
that obtain at present in this country
with regard to transportation and the
condition of the main line of railway,
and I would not say, therefore, that
we could have this railway next
summer. We have to take time and
consider what we can do, but I main-
tain that the very first branch rail-
way that is undertaken should be the
one set forth in this petition, because
in no other part of the country is it
needed to such an extent. These peo-
ple have no main road facilities, as
obtain in the southern districts, just
local roads, and the grant for these
is not sufficient to keep them in re-
pair practically. The people are all
fishermen, and they therefore contrib-
ute largely to the revenue of the
country, which depends on the pro-
ducts of the fishery; and from that
point of view, it is a matter of plain
justice to the people of that part of
the country that hey be given every

consideraion, and, if we can possibly
afford it, be given this facility. It is
not only a matter of convenience to
them, but it means greater revenue for
the country in general. 1 have much
pleasure in supporting these petitions,
and hope that as soon as the matter of
railroad extension comes up this
petition will be given the consider-
ation it merits.

I wish to present another petition
from the inhabitants of Musgrave
Harbour, in the District of Fogo, ask-
ing that the construction of a break-
water be undertaken immediately. As
I have already pointed out, this mat-
ter of a breakwater was undertaken
some years ago, but it did not give
the satisfaction that it should have
given. The petition is very largely
signed, and I trust that when the
Government takes up the matter of
harbor construction, Musgrave Har-
bor will get the attention it deserves.
I have much pleasure in supporting
this petition also.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—Mr. Chairman, I beg leave
to present a petition from the people
of Conception Bay, from  Carbonear
and Harbor Grace right around the
shore to St. John’s, asking for a long
distance telephone system from Car-
bonear to St. John’s. All the people
in these places, and particularly the
business people doing business with
ot. John’s, feel the great want of such
a telephone system, so that they may
be in direct communication, as one
might say, with the business people in
the city. This is an important peti-
tion, Mr, Speaker, and I am sure that
all the representatives of the districts
interested will give their hearty sup-
port to it. They probably know more
about the matter than I do. 1 only
know that it would be a great advan-
tage to my district of Harbor Main
to have direct communication with
the city. Our local merchants and
business people are increasing in
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number from year.to year. There are
new men starting all the time in the
mercantile business. They are all
getting their share of the trade, and
they are all anxious to have such a
telephone system put through the
District of Harbour Main. The mat-
ter has been brought to my notice
from time to time and I have prom-
ised to do my best to encourage the
plan and now that other districts
have taken the matter up I think it
ought to go right through without de-
lay. I understand that
Towns Electrical Company is pre-
pared to extend the telephone system
right through to St. John’s provided
we give them permission to do so,
and I believe the scheme would pay.
Each merchant or business man would,
no doubt, contribute a small fee to-
wards the up keep of the system, and
in that way it would be self support-
ing. I have much pleasure in hand-
ing this petition over to the Depart-
ment to which it relates.

MR. KENNEDY:—I have much
pleasure, Mr. Speaker, in giving my
hearty support to the petitions just
presented by Mr. Woodford. As he
has pointed out, it would be a great
advantage to all the people right
around the bay, particularly the busi-
ness people, and I am surprised that
with all the modern improvements we
have to-day it has not been done
years ago. The petitions are only ask-
ing for permission from the Govern-
ment to have the system constructed
at their own expense, and I do not see
any reason why thé Government
should hinder by refusing permission.
To have instant communication with
St. John’s would mean dollars in the
pockets of the business people in these
places, as it would enable them to
keep in touch with the market, and I
hope that when the matter comes be-
fore the proper department it will be
attended to immediately.

MR. PARSONS:—I heartily

sup-

the United -

port this petition, Mr. Speaker. At
present we in Harbor Grace know
very little of the benefits of the tele--
phone, but if this system were instal-
led I am sure it would be an advant-
age in numerous ways. It was only
the other evening that a case came
under my notice which illustrates
the necessity of it. There was an
important message to be sent, but the
telegraph office was closed, and it
was only through the courtesy of the .
company that the message did get
through. If we had this telephone
system, it would do away with any
such thing as this. I am sure the
system would be an immense ad-
vantage to the whole Bay, and I give

my enthusiastic support to the peti-
tion.

Hon. the Colonial Secretary tabled
the Report of Public Schools under
Methodist Boards, 1918.

Minister of Marine and Fisheries
tabled annual Report of Marine and
Fisheries Department for year 1918.

Notice of Question

Mr. Walsh asked the Hon. the Fin-
ance Minister to lay on the table of
the House (a) the number of un-
granted applications for the Old Age
Pension on file in the office of the
accountant; (b) the name of each
applicant; (c¢) the date of each ap-
plication; (d) the district where each
applicant resides.

MINISTER FINANCE AND CUS-
TOMS:—In reply, Mr. Speaker, I beg
to say that the information is being
prepared, but if the Hon. member
wishes to have the information to-~
morrow, he can obtain it by calling
at the Department, where the account

ant will provide him with all the in-
formation he asks.

MR. WALSH:—Cannot the infor-
mation be sent up here? I will be
too busy to ecall in.

MINISTER FINANCE AND C(CUS.-
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TOMS:—Yes, as soon as it is pre-

pared.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn tiil
Wednesday next at three of the clock

in the afternoon.
The House then adjourned accord:

ingly.

WEDNESDAY, April 9th.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

MR. GOODISON:—I have three pe-
titions to present, Mr. Speaker, from
the town of Victoria. The first, sir,
is for a well. There is no place in
Victoria from which the people of this
part of the settlement can get suit-
able water, and they ask that the
sum of fifty dollars be granted to en-
able them to construct a well. The
petition is signed by Michael Butt and
a great many others. I have much
pleasure in supporting this petition,
and I hope that it will receive imme-
diate attention.

The second petition is from the
same place, and asks for the sum of
two hundred dollars to construct a
road. This road, sir, is very badly

needed, to enable the people to get

their logs to and from the only mill
in that locality, and the petition has
my hearty support.

The third petition is of more than
ordinary importance. It is signed by
practically every inhabitant of the
town of Victoria, and asks for the erec
tion of a post office. At the present
time the post office is in the shop of
one of the business men there, and the
people object to this, as the work of
the office has altogether outgrown the
present faciliites, and when we take
into consideration the fact that in
a town of twelve hundred people and
that there is not a public buliding of
any kind, and no officials except the
postmaster, who has a salary of $560
a year, I think this House will agree

that the request is not unreasonable.
I have spoken to the Prime Minister
about this matter, and from the en-
couragement he has given me I be-
lieve that when the maitter is laid be-
fore the Government, they will ac-
cede to the request. I give this pe-
tition my earnest support, and hope
that in the very near future, a suit-
able public building will be erected in
this place for the postal and customs
services,

MR. MORINE:—I beg to present a
petition, Mr. Speaker, from the in-
habitants of Salvage, and another from
the inhabitants of Musgrave Town,
both in the district of Bonavista.
These petitions relate to the steam-
boat service in the bay, and are sim-
ilar to others that I have presented
here on the same subject. All that
can be usefully said on this matter
has been said. I understood the other
day from the Prime Minister that it
is the intention of the Government to
see what can be done in this matter
during the coming year, and to ser-
iously consider if they cannot in some
degree satisfy the demand for reform
at once, and perhaps in a greater de-
gree as soon as the number of steam-
ers in the market makes it possible
to extend a large service. The com-
plaints made have already been 8o
fully discussed that I will merely ask
that these petitions be received and
referred to the department of the Col-
onial Secretary for consideration.

MR. DOWNEY:—I beg to present a
petition, Mr. Speaker, from the resi-
dents of South Branch. The petition
is a very modest one, and asks for
the sum of sixty dollars to cover the
labor for the construction of a bridge.
The petitioners undertake to furnish
the timber gratuitously. I might say
that when railroad conenction was
first made on the west coast there was
no settlement within fifty miles of
this important agricultural section of
to-day, but there are now seventy five
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families there, with large and fertile
farms, and equipped with barns and
everything necessary for the prosecu-
tion of agriculture. For the past nine
or ten years these people have been
shipping agricultural products in an-
nually increasing qualities, and are
largely instrumental in supplying
Grand Falls, Millertown and the other
lumbering districts along the line.
They have even supplied St. John’s
with eggs and fresh meat. Now the
settlement of South Branch is serious-
ly handicapped by the fact that the
Codroy river passes through the cen-
ter of the settlement ,and the people
on one.side can get their products to
the railway station only by using im-
provised rafts, as there is not even a
ferry. They are willing to find the
timber if the Government will pro-
vide a sum of sixty dollars to cover
at least a portion of the cost of con-
struction. It is not fair that they
should be so handicapped, and I think
that in view of the value of their ser-
vices to the country they are entitled
to consideration. I have much pleas-
ure in supporting the petition, and
would ask that it be received and re-
ferred to the Department of Public
Works.

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH-
ERIES:—Mr. Speaker, I beg to pre-
sent petitions from the inhabitants of
Little Heart’s Ease, Heart’s Delight,
New Harbor and Whiteway on the
subject of roads. The people of Little
Heart’s Ease ask for $350, the people
of New Harbor, $560, Heart’'s Delight,
$350 and Whiteway $300. The amounts
asked for by the petitioners are ab-
solutely necessary for the improve-
ments which they desire and which
in time must surely come. As a mat-
ter of fact, we are expecting t-oday to
keep up our roads, bridges and
wharves with the same amount of
money that we used twenty years ago.
We need to-day a much larger grant,
or our roads, bridges and wharves will

surely drop down and go out of exist-
ence altogether. Labor has gone up,
material has gone up, and fifty dol-
lars to-day is no better than fifteen
dollars was four or five years ago.
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary,
if we wish to keep up our public
works, to grant larger amounts. We
cannot possibly keep up our roads
with the insignificant amounts voted
at the present time, especially as there
is a great deal more traffic going over
them than there was a few years
back., Where a few years ago there
would be an occasional hand cart or
wheelbarrow, to-day every man has
a little team of his own, and for that
reason there is more traffic, and
larger amounts must be spent to keep
the roads in condition. I would re-
quest that these petitions be received
and passed over to the department to
which they relate. |

HON. MR. JENNINGS:—Mr. Speak-
er, I beg leave to present a number of
petitions on various public maitters in
the district of Twillingate relating to
the same matter which I presented a
number of petitions a few days ago,
and that is on the subject of railway
extension. I trust that the day is not
far distant when the condiions of the
country will warrant the Government
taking up this matter and grant con-
veniences for the far northern dis-
tricts. There is only one question in
asking for this matter and that is the
question of ways and means.

I have also a petition from Herring
Neck asking for a small sum of mon-
ey for the erection of an iron railing
leading to the public hall. It seems
that it is very dangerous going over
the hill at this place without an iron
railing. -

Another petition that I wish to pre-
sent is from the inhabitants of Hed-
ley’s Harbour, Pilley’s Island, asking
for an annual grant for a main line
road there. The repairing of main
line roads in the northern districts
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is a question some of us have to take
up in the near future. I suppose the
main lines in the southern districts
are more properly attended to. That
is they are older lines and probably
get the early grants, but whether they

are sufficient or not I am not pre-
pared to say. However, in the dis-

trict of Twillingate lots of new roads
have been opened up lately, built on
special grant, but having no annual
grant thereon. That means that every
now and again special grant will be
asked for to repair the roads. These
conditions will always remain until
an annual grant for the upkeep of the
roads is provided for.

I have also a petition from Bridge-
port asking for a sum of money to
make a public wharf ther.e Some-
times one will scratch his head and
wonder where the money is coming
from, at the same time these requests
are no exaggerations of the needs of
the people. They actually exist and
in almost every case those people are
doing without what some other iocal-
ity are denying them the privilege of.
I trust that the Government will con-
sider favourably the request of those
people. |

I have also much pleasure in pre-
senting another petition from the peo-
ple of the district of Twillingate on
an entirely different subject and deal-
ing with the preservation of timber.
I do not know very much how this
matter affects other districts, but it
is a vital question in the d@atrict I
come from. A great amount of our
timber resources has been used
every year for coopering stock and
other purposes and a large portion
devastated by fire. In other words,
about two-thirds of the timber around
the coast have been destroyed. That
means that only one-third of our tim-
ber areas is available and that is the
reason why the preservation of our
timber areas is all the more needful.
There has been a lot of talk the past
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few years about the cutting of pit
props and one thing and the other,
But what the petitioners are now
dealing with and protesting against is
the rinding of trees. It is stated that
every vear a number of trees, more
or less, are cut down and perhaps
from thirty or forty up to one hundred
people are using these rinds. 'The
practice has fallen off considerably
during the past few years, but in the
more southern districts fishermen
make it a practice yet of rinding a
large number of trees and this prac-
tice has resulted in denuding the
coastline of any timber worth while.
I know that there is about five thous-
and feet of timber rinded every year
in the north alone and this rinding
means an enormous amount of tim-
ber destroyed. These petitioners ask
for the prohibition of the rinding and
the sale of the rinds. Prohibition of
the sale will meet the difficulty. 1
will support any measure that would
prohibit the sale of rinds in the dis-
trict of Twillingate. I ask that the
petitions be received and referred to
the department to which they relate.
MR. WINSOR:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from New-
town, Templeman and Pinchard’s Is-
land asking that a light be erected on
Penny’s Rock on the South Side of
Cape Freels. I think everybody who
knows the place will admit that it is
the worst place on this coast of the
Island. If a light was erected chere
it would enable schooners to take their
course from Gull Island. If a vessel
is caught out there after dark and
has not time to reach Shambler’s
Cove she has to spend the night in
the Bay; whereas if a light was there
she could put to an anchor. I hope
that this petition receives the atten-
tion and consideration it deserves.
May I also present a petition, Mr.
Speaker, from the inhabitants of
Brookfield asking that the dredge be
sent there sometime next summer.
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The water is very shallow there and
most of the schooners have to load
aground. Last year Captain ¥Kean
just escaped an accident caused by
loading a schooner aground. When
half way across the Bay he discovered
the rudder had started from the rud-
der case. If the dredge operated there
for a short while schooners could then
load without going aground. I would
ask that the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries give this matter his earnest
attention.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to present
a petition from the inhabitants of La
Scie and Horse Islands. The peti-
tioners ask that during the summer
months some coastal steamer call
there, I understand that during the
summer season the Islands are quite
a resort for fishermen. The petition
is a most reasonable one and 1
would ask that the Honorable Colon-
ail Secretary give this matter his
best consideration,

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—Mr. Speaker, I have
very much pleasure in supporting the
prayer of the petition. On behalf of
the petitioners, I may say that the
Horse Islands is a place inhabited by
a large number of our fishermen, who
are deprived of the services of a mail
boat. I think it would be only prop-
er and right to have this benefit con-
ferred upon the people there and it
ought not be a difficult matter to have
the “Earl of Devon” or any other
steamer that may be plying on the
White Bay service to, at least, make
one call at the Horse Islands either
going north or coming south, as it
is only nine miles from La Scie and
right in the road. 1 sincerely trust
that the request will be acceded to.

MR. CURRIE:—Mr. Speaker, I have
a petition, which is of more than or-
dinary interest, to present this after-
noon and with which honorable mem-

bers are already somewhat familiar.
You will remember that during the
past week a public meeting of citiz-
ens was held and a series of Resolu-
tions were passed and presented to
His Ezxcellency the Governor. They
were to be presented to both branch-
¢s of the Legislature and I have been
entrusted to present them to this
House. I shall ask the Clerk to read
them.

“WHEREAS in the speech deliver-
ed at the opening of the
session of the Legislature the Gov-
ernment announced their intention of
helding a General Election next
month;

“AND WHEREAS no voters’ lists
have been taken for the purpose of
holding a General Election as by
law provided; ;

“AND WHEREAS the non-taking
of the voters’ lists and the holding of
a General Election in the month of
May owing to weather and climatic
conditions will mean the disenfran-
chisement of thousands of electors of
the country destroying the freedom of
election and be subversive of one of
the cardinal principles of democratic
Government;

“AND WHEREAS the taking of a
voters’ list is absolutely essential to
the right of the people to choose who
shall represent them in the Govern-

.ment of the country;

“AND WHEREAS the very foun-
dations of Government rest upon the
freedom and purity of elections;

“BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED
that the citizens of St John’s in pub-
lic meeting assembled do strongly
and in the most emphatic manner
protest against the holding of a Gen-
eral Election next month, as the hold-
ing of same under conditions as now
exist will mean the disenfranchise-
ment of thousands of electors through
out the Island, thereby destroying the
freedom of election so essential to the

present -
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proper Government of the country;

“BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that a
copy of these Resolutions be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Gover-
nor and both branches of the Legis-
lature;

“AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLV-
ED that should it be necessary in the
interest of the country that an elec-
tion be holden in the month of May
next. that His Excellency the Gov-
ernor be asked to exercise the powers
given him under the Election Act by
which he is enabled to fix the date of
nomination and that such date be not
earlier than the 16th day of May
next.”

The substance of the petition, Sir,
is to ask that the holding of the elec-
tion be deferred till the fall; or fail-
ing that to fix the date of nomination
not earlier than the 16th day of May
in order to give the people of the
country an cpportunity of hearing the
policies of the various opposing poli-
tical parties, and to give them privil-
ege of seeing who their representa-
tives are likely to be.

The petitioners are the citizens of
St. John’s. - So far as I can gather this
is purely a spontaneous request on the
part of the people. I have seen it
stated that it has been the work of
politicians; but as a politicion and as
one who would naturally be interest-
ed in such a petition I may say that
personally,«I know of no politicians
who are behind this movement. This
popular outcry has developed because
of the extraordinary condition of
affairs. The Government suddenly
made up its mind that it was going
to appeal to the country. With that
. position I do not know that I can quar
rel. I have already stated my opinion
here in this House, that should the
Government think it was justified in
appealing to the country I did not
think there was any reason why that
privilege should not be accorded. My
objection to the election is that no

opportunity will be given to the peo-
ple to give mature consideration to
the issues to be placed before them
or to weigh the qualifications of the
candidates seeking their support. Ac-
cording to a statement made by the
Hon. Mr. Ellis in the Upper Chamber
vesterday afternoon it is the intention
of the Government to have an
election not later than the
8th of May. A day or two ago, if I
understood correctly, the Prime Min-
ister, stated here that no date had
been set for the election and that the
Government would delay the election
to give the men who are overseas an
opportunity to return home and cast
their votes—that the Government did
not propose disfranchising these men.
Now, unless the Prime Minister is in
possession of some information that
is not yet public property, I do not
see how these men are going to get
an opportunity to vote, because as far
as I can gather it is not possible for
them to reach here by the 8th of May.
A small number are now on the way;
but there are twelve or fifteen hun-
dred who will not be able to get home
by the 8th of May. That is as I un-
derstand the position from the infor-
mation I have been able to get. 1
think that is an important matter.
These men have heen good enough to
go across the sea and take a great
risk in a fight for our liberties, and
it would be a shame if anything were
done to deprive them of the privileg'e‘
of expressing their opinion on public
affairs. I raised that question the
other day.

I also raised the question of candi-
dates getting to their districts in suf-
ficient time to see their constituents
and put the issues fairly and squarely
before them. There are districts in
this country where this will not be
possible. Take the District I have the
honour to represent—the district of
Burin. It is almost impossible to get
around that District in one month, and




I e e o A

64 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

it is one of the easiest Distriets on
the south Coast, containing about
forty or forty-five places . If you take
one place each day you cannot cover
it in the twenty-five or twenty-six
working days in a month. The peo-
ple will not have an opportunity of
knowing what they are voting for;
they will only know that they are vot-
ing for the party that is out against
the party that is in, or vice versa. Now
take a District like Burgeo and La-
Poile or St. Barbe. It will be utterly
impossible for a Candidate to can-
vass a Distriet like that in a month.
He will not even be able to meet the
people, and if he is a new man they
will have to take him on what they
hear, for they will not even have the
opportunity of seeing him If they
knew him they might not like his
methods, but as it is they may have
to vote for him because he represents
the party that they favour. Now, I
think that is unfair, and if the Gov-
ernment is so sure of coming back as
it professes to be, there should be no
possible objection to acceding to the
request made here that the date of
Nomination should not be earlier than
the 16th of May. There is, nothing
against holding the election at the
later date in May. As far as men
from Conception Bay going to the Lab-
rador they do not get away till the
end of May or early in June. My hon-
ourable friend the Member from Har-
bour Main raised the point here the
other day that the men from his dis-
trict left for the Labrador early in
May. I have been talking since then
to one of the most prominent fish
killers in that District and he told me
that last year he did not leave till the
15th in June; and that most of the
men do not leave {ill the end of May
or the first of June.

MR. WOODFORD:—That used to
be the custom; but the custom now
is to get away as early as possible to
secure good berths. I can mention

the name of one man who left on the
15th of May last year. |

MR. CURRIE:—That may be. But |
it would be absurd to seriously con-
tend that because one man left last
year on the 15th of May to go to the
Labrador that that would be an argu-
ment for holding the election during
the first week in May, and why it
should not be postponed till the 16th
or 20th. 1 maintain, Sir, that the
fishermen do not usually go down
till the end of May or first week in
June; and this year they will be even
later on account of a backward
spring. There would be no disad-
vantage from delaying the date to
that set by these Resolutions. Fur-
ther there will be certain advantages,
because if weather conditions are
such as they are now it will be im-
possible to get to the polls at the
earlier date. As far as my own Dis-
trict is concerned, I think there will
be more people to vote at: the later
date. The Bank fishermen may be
back from their first trip by that
time. They will have spent a month
on the Banks and be back outfitting
for the second voyage; so that as far
as Burin is concerned more people
will get an opportunity of voting late
in May than early in May.

It has always been the custom—
except in the case of the Spring Elec-
tion of 1909, and that was an excep-
tional election— to give at least five
or six weeks notice of an election.
Furthermore elegtions have always
been held in the Fall and people have
been aware months before that either
during the last week in October or
the first week in November an elec-
tion would take place. In 1909 just
twenty-eight days elapsed between
the issue of the Proclamation and
Polling Day: The Proclamation was
issued on the 10th of ° April and
Polling Day was on May 8th. But
there were exceptional circumstances
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that called for that election. There
had been a General Election in the
Fall of 1908 and the Government
Party and the Opposition Party had
each returned 18 men. Three efforts
were made to meet this House and
pass Supply, but 1t Wwas impossible
to elect a Speaker. An appeal to
the econstituencies was imperative;
but the people knew what the appeal
was about. There were no new poli-
cies and no new candidates. The is-
sues were the same as in the Fall
and the people knew what was taking
place. At the present time the con-
dition is entirely different. The
country today does not know what
the policy of my Right Honorable
friend the Prime Minister is and thexv
will not know; because it will be im-
possible in many cases for the mail
even to reach distant sections of the
country and take nis Manifesto and
show what his policy is. 1 submit
that that is not a square deal and
that my Right Honorable friend him-
self knows it is not a square deal,
and I think if he had his own way
about it he would allow lots of time
—he would be willing to give this
country sufficient time to hear what
he has to say. Now the same .applies
to any party that may oppose the
Government. The people will not
have an opportunity of discussing

any policy that may be placed before
them.

These are a few of the reasons,
Sir, why these Resolutions have em-
anated from the people, and surely
the Government or whoever is respon-
sible for fixing the date of the elec-
tion is not going to cast aside a pe-
tition from such a number of people
as does this petition which I have the
honor to present this afternoon. I
hope the Government will take cog-

niz_anc'e of these Resolutions and give
congideration of them. It 18 mqot

often that the people express them-

selves in this way. We are always
talking about this country having no
spiritt. We are always saying that
the people have no public spirit. We
are always saying that the people are
indifferent—that they do not care,
that they are satisfied to let things
go on as they are. We are always
claiming this, and yet when we find
the people expressing their opinions
and asking that they be heard their
request is treated in some quarters
with contempt. Now, if you want to
encourage public opinion and public
gpirit in this country yvou must listen
to requests like this. No harm can
come to the Government by accept-
ing the: request of the petitioners. 1
have much pleasure in supporting
the Resolutions. *

MR. MORINE:—Mr. Speaker, I was
not aware that this petition was to
be presented this afternoon, therefore
any remarks I make are dictated not
by previous consideration but by im-
pressions I have received this after-
noon,

I think this petition calls for some
observation. In the first place we
must remember that it emanates
from a public meeting of the citizens
of St. John’s, and in my opinion is
the spontaneous outcome of public
feeling, and is not merely the result
of political manipulation. Therefore
it is entitled to the utmost respect
and consideration. The position
which has now arisen, referred to by
the Hon. introducer, is largely due to
the change of party lines which has
taken place during the past few years,
resulting in the disorganised state of
public opinion; so that today there
is no regular organised party in op-
position. 1 sympathise with the peo-
ple who are moving in this matter
rather than blame them. Such an ex-
hibition of public feeling ought to
have taken place long ago. That it has
not is due tp the fact that those who
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should have assumed the role of lead-

ers have not come forward and have
not exercised the rights of leadership
which were vested in them. There-
fore the people felt that the time had
come when they should act on their
own initiative; and necessity compel-
ling them to move in the matter, they
adopted the expedient of public meet-
ing; and these Resolutions were the
Epﬂﬂtaﬂ:aﬂllﬁ outcome of feelings long
suppressed but now demanding vent.
Therefore 1 say that this expression
of their feelings is entitled to more
than ordinary respeect; and I feel it
encumbent upon me to speak in its
behalf although I have not had prev-
- ious notice of its presentation.

There is one point that I consider
I should dwell particularly upon, and
that is in connection with what I con-
sider is the mistake that has been

made by those who have been mov--

ing in this matter. The mistake is a
natural one for laymen to make, but

one which constitutional lawyers
would have set right at once. It is
a mistake that hits at the root of

democratic government, is altogether
.irreconcilable with the principles of
liberal forms of administration, and i1s
unfair to the gentleman who occu-
pies for the time being the position of
Governor of our Colony. Because the
Election Act says that the Governor
shall fix the day of the election and
does not use the familiar expression
“the Governor in Council,” a belief
has arisen in the minds of the public
that in the exercise of this prerog-
ative concerning elections the Gover-
nor in his personal capacity and as
Governor can do as he pleases with-
out the advice of his responsible Min-
isters. To atcept such a position
would be to run contrary to recog-
nised constitutional law, and to vio-
late one of the fundamental principles
of democratic government,—a prin-
ciple which the people of this country
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four score years ago fought for under
the name of representative govern-
ment, and ten yvears later fought for
under the name of responsible gov-
ernment. The fathers of the Liberal
party, the fathers of the people of St.
John's and throughout the country,
who contended for Trepresentative
government in 1843, and for respon-
sible government a few years later,
fought for the principle that in all
things that concerned the affairs of
this Colony, this Legislature elected
by the people, and the Governor with
a Council amenable to the will of this
L.egislature, should absolutely con-
trol all our affairs; and if we were
now to concede that the Governor in
his own proper person had the right
to fix the days for the holding of an
election, we would be giving up to
that degree our system of representa-
tive and responsible government. 1
want to lay down here as a principle
of democracy and of democratic gov-
ernment, a principle of liberal gov-
ernment, a principle for which I am
prepared to fight and if necessary die,
that in all that concerns this Colony,
the Governor no matter who he may
be must act under and in accordance
with the advice of his Ministers; and
if he does not so act, there is but one
thing he can do, that is, to accept
their resignation and appoint their
successors, who in their turn may or
may not accept responsibility for his
dismissal of and his refusal to ac-
cept the advice of their predecessors.
There is in constitutional doctrine,
no moment of time, no interregnum,
during which the Governor can act
except upon the advice of the Minis-
ters of the Crown. If, for instance,
the Governor fixed a day for the elec-
tion otherwise than upon the advice

of his Ministers, and could not get an |
incoming Government to accept re-
would

sponsibility for his act, he

have to be recalled.

That has been

|
U
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recently laid down in a case in Tas-
mania, where the Secretary for State
writing to the Governor in reference
to an election, and having the sub-
ject brought up by an incoming ad-
ministration, clearly enunciated the
principle that the 'Governor of the
country in all things must follow the
advice of his constituted advisers. 1
speak thus for two reasons. Firstly,
because it is only fair to the present
Governor of this Colony that he
should be freed from any %ense of
personal responsibility in this or any
other like matter. He has no power,
no authority to do otherwise than act
as I have stated. 1 point this out in
justice to him, and alsp in fairness to
those gentlemen .who approached him
the other night, that His Excellency
in whatever he did in the premises
was acting not in his personal capac-
ity but in the performance of his
bounden duty—obeying the advice of
his Ministerial advisers. Secondly, in
the interests of liberal Government,
in the interests of demoecracy and of
responsible Government, in the inter-
ests of everything for which the fath-
ers of this country fought eighty
years ago, namely, that everything
that concerns this Colony must be
done by a Governor responsible to
this Legislature through his Minis-
ters. The present Government must
accept full responsibility for what the
Governor has done; and it is a mis-
take politically and tactically, to put
the Governor in such a position—to
allow the Government to say that he
did it and not they. The Governor
did not do it; the Government did it.
Sir W. F. Lloyd as Prime Minister is
the person most responsible; and I
believe that that responsibility he
will in no wise shirk. That is a con-
stitutional doctrine, and I hope it will
not be forgotten in this country that
loves liberal principle and democratic

free and responsible Government, by
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the people, for the people and of the
people.

As far as my district is concerned
it does not make any difference what
election date is set, as many of the
people whom I represent will be at
home early in May as in November.
The real difference it will make, will
be that the later the date the more
time the candidates would have for
visiting the wvarious seitlements. To
enable that to be done would be very
desirable; but as I said on the first
day, and I want to repeat it now, the
main objection to my mind is not be-
cause there will be lack of opportun-
ity to vote. We have been given
figures here that as far as the num-
ber of votes is concerned the 1908-9
elections show that just as many
voted in May 1909 as in November
1908. But that is begging the gues-
tion. What 1 contend is, not that the
exercise of the franchise will be re-~
stricted, but that the people will be
denied the opportunity of exereising
the franchise intelligently. Some
people think that it makes no differ-
ence how many meetings are held to
discuss political matters, nor how
widespread the canvassing may be,
the electors will vote in any ecase.
But that, in my opinion, is gong on
the assumption that the people are
not intelligent. Now I hold that the
electors of this country, although not
in some instances highly educated,
are highly intelligent, and I think
some opportunity should be given
them of hearing the arguments of
candidates and a free discussion of
public matters, so that they may ar-
rive at an intelligent conclusion as
lv how they should vote on polling
day. This is to my mind most import-
ant and in the interests of electors
and candidates should not be over-
looked.

On that ground I am opposed to a
Spring election: not because one day
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in May is set instead of another, be-
cause this is a matter of detail; not
because of the fear that fewer votes
will be cast; but because no oppor-
tunity is afforded the people of meet
ing and discussing the manner in
~which the affairs of the country have
been administered, the problems that
beset the country and the best way to
meet them-—discussions which should
be based upon information laid be-
fore them; and 1 think that privil-
ege will be denied them unless the
election is held in the Fall.T What
happened in 1909 makes no differ-
ence. )

The fact remains that physical con-
ditions make it impossible for the can-
didates to get around amongst their
constituents, particularly in the North
ern districts, in preparation for a
Spring election, My district reguires
at least six weeks’ canvass. With a
steamer and modern conveyances it is
possible to do it fai'rly well in four
weeks. In certain seasons of the year
it is impossible to do it at all. I for
one will not attempt to do it in what
I would consider an adequate fashion
unless the proper opportunity is
given me. I would have to apologise
to the people for my inability to get
to them. It will be impossible to dis-
cuss the various phases of the cam-
paign with them; and consequently
they will not be enabled to exercise
an intelligent franchise. There is
another reason as well. The present
Government has been in power a little
over g vear. How they have exercised
that power has not been explained to
us. We have seen various reports in
the newspapers but we have had no
information laid before us in this
House. My Rt. Hon. friend the Prime
Minister said “the people know us.”
I think what hemeans is that the peo-
ple have been told a lot of things

about them. The way the people
should know them would be through

the authenticated accounts of their
administration. It is unfortunate that
neither in public nor in this House
has there been an opportunity of dis-
cussing in this way the affairs of Gov-
ernment during the past twelve
months. I heard a gentleman in the
Upper House say he believed the Gov-
ernment deserved well of the people
during the past twelve months. That
may be so; but the fact remains that
whether fortunately or unfortunately,
the electors of this country, the peo-
ple who own this country, the people
who have the right to say the last
word in the affairs of the country, the
people who are to be the jury of last
resort, have had no opportunity of in-
telligently discussing affairs that con-
cern them most intimately. My Rt
Hon. friend says he is prepared to
issue a manifesto to explain his pol-
icy. But what belief can be placed .
upon a manifesto? What opportunity
will be given the people in public
meeting to’ discuss that manifesto and
hear the arguments for and against
it? Take Green Bay, what opportunity
will there be for the people around that
Bay to hear such a manifesto dis-
cussed in an adequate fashion. He
knows there will be none, and in that
sense any election that takes place in
May is a virtual disenfranchisement of
the people in this district. I think
it would have been better if that fact
had been considered, and that fact
would have been considered if that
meeting had not been the spontane-
ous outburst of people who have had
little political experience. The public
ought to be sympathised with be-
cause those who ought to be leaders
have not come forward as leaders in
this matter.

I heard yesterday in the Upper
House an argument which [ had
heard used in this House but had not

taken much notice of, but I now sug-_

gest it to the Prime Minister. It is-;'
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with reference to the money Dhills
which have to be passed. As I un-
derstand it, it is the intention of the
Government to hold this election and
open the House in June to pass the
money bills. That is going to press
matters very closely. I do not know
what arrangements have been made,
but I can see the possibility of dis-
aster following a course like that.
Suppose the election results as it did
in 1908; what will then become of
our financial position? Suppose the
returns cannot be got in; suppose
some of the returns are lost so that
we cannot get the House together .
These are not merely visionary, they
are possibilities. 1 am sure we are
all interested in having the financial
position of this country maintained;
and 1 would suggest that the Rt. Hon.
the Prime Minister introduce a Bill
before we go away, which I feel sure
will be passed unanimously by the
House, as was the Klection Act, giv-
ing him power to deal with the finan-
cial situation that” faces us next
June. Then no matter what the re-
sults may be, we need not be in fear
and trembling as to unforeseen con-
tingencies. .

MINISTER OF MILITIA: — Mr.
Speaker, I do not wish to unnecessar-
ily delay the House, but I cannot let
the opportunity pass without express-
ing my views on the resolution before
the Chair. As a representative of a
section of the City I may say that
I have read reports of and have watch-
ed proceedings relative to the pablic
meeting recently held, discussed this
afternoon, and I have been aware of
the attendance of a delegation from
that meeting upon His Excellency the
Governor the other night. I have been
deeply interested and have noted what
has taken place: and have come to the
conclusion that those attending that

meeting are entitled to consideration
and sympathy, I wuuld not be a fitt-

ing representative of the City if 1 did
not in my representative capacity
raise my voice in protest against dis-
paraging these who have been actuat-
ed by proper and correct motives., I
do not think it is to be desired, and
I 8o not think the Government de-
sired that people who exercise thelr
rights as citizens should be in any
way disparaged or in any way depre-
ciated. A deputation consisting of
citizens waited on His Excellency the
other night. I saw the parade. 1
passed it on the street; and I was
very much impressed with the num-
bers and representative capacity of
those who composed it. They went as
orderly citizens; I knew most of
them; recognized many of them as
friends and supporters of mine; and
they were going to perform a duty
which I think they had a perfect right
and legitimate.

As to the response to the resolu-
tions, I think the Government had a
perfect right to use their own mind

* on the subject. As to an election this

Spring, if 1 had the choice we would
not have one.. I would have been in
favor of a Fall election. But as I am
not a member of the executive, if I had
had a voice in the decision I would
have had said, if we can carry on till
the Fall so much the better; for the
reasons that it will give the Govern-
ment a greater opportunity to lay the
facts of their administration before the
people, and the people themselves a
greater opportunity to digest these
facts and decide how they will act.
However, the Government no doubt,
are in possession of information which
in their opinion makes an election in
the Spring a necessity. I heard the
Prime Minister explain the situation .
from the view point of the Govern-
ment. I have heard the Finance Min-
ister explain it from the view point
of our financial position; and I am
satisfied as to the sincerity of their
explanation. As far as St. John’s
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West is concerned, I do not think it
makes much difference what time the
election takes place. It is just as easy
and just as convenient to hold an elec-
tion in May as it would be in October
or November. Therefore personally
or politically I am not affected by the
ddte upon which the election will be
held. A large number of my consti-
tuents have protested against an elec-
tion being held as early in May as sug-
gegted, and asked that it be postponed
from the 16th to 26th of May. I do
not think it would make a difference
to 10 voters in St. John’s West wheth-
er the 16th or 26th of May is decided
upon. I think the people would vote
on the merits of the case on either
date. Therefore 1 am as well pre-
pared to go to an election the {first
of May as I would be on the end of
May. Some of those who organized
the recent demonstration did so for
the purpose of exploiting their own
political designs; but many of those
who attended were representative cit-
izens and were there exercising their
rights of citizenship freely and fear-
lessly. They say they want the elec-
tion postponed for other reasons. If
so I do not know what these reasons
are except that the petitioners are
in sympathy with other parts of the
country which perhaps are not in the
same happy position as the districts
of St. John's East and West. This
House, particularly on this side, is
representative of the distant parts of
the country and the members who re-
present these Districts ought to know
the wishes of their constituents. They
have been elected by large majorities;
and have given their assent to the
holding of the election in the month
of May.

That is their business and they as
the people’s representatives are the
ones that should know last. If there
was any serious objection or any at-
tempt made that would seriously dis-
enfranchise the people, of their re-

spective districts they will have to
bear the responsibility. @ Now, Mr.
Speaker, the political situation in this
Country to-day is peculiar. The po-
litical situation in this country for the
last few years has been a peculiar
one.

In 1913 we went to the country un-
der the leadership of Sir E. P. Morris
on the one hand, and the Leadership
of Sir Robert Bond on the other, and
the Government of Sir E. P. Morris
was returned to office.

The following year the great war
broke out, Newfoundland in common
with every other part of the Empire
had early realized that she had to take
her part in the struggle. In the early
days of the war, if you remember, the

first thing was to call out the Naval

Reservists, then steps were taken to
organize volunteer corps to the credit
of the young manhood of the country,
be it said, they flocked to the colours
in such numbers and beyond all ex-
pectation that instead of the 500 men
called for it was no time before we
had 2000. It is not necessary for me
to repeat here this evening the record
and fame they brought on this
country. Not alone the men of the
regiment, but the men of the Royal
Naval Reserve, in the dark days of
war, Newfoundland in common with
every other part of the Empire was
faced with a tremendous and serious
responsibility, As a sea-faring and
maritime people, we were subject to
the great onslaught of the German
submarine that struck terror into the
whole commercial world. Isolated as
we were. Cut off from the main land.
This, in my opinion, was the most
serious and terrorising menace of the
whole struggle.

In those early days not alone did
we respond with men. Not alone did
we respond with soldiers and sailors
but we depleted ourselves and our fine
fleet of ships. We depleted ourselves
of our sealing fleet, and of every pos-
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sible ton of tonnage that could be
supplied to give our Allies assistance
for carrying on the war. Sufficient
stress has not been laid on that fea-
ture of the country’s war work. This
country did strip itself for the Allies,
because we were loyal. DBecause we
wanted our Empire and the Allies
to succeed, In stripping ourselves,
we made ourselves poor indeed. Iso-
lated as we were, it is not easy to
contemplate how' a country could have
got over the difficulty that had to be
First the Bruce went, then
the Lintrose, two splendid medern
and well appointed and furnished
ships, ice-breakers, used for the car-
rying of our mails and passengers be-
tween this and the main land. Then
the Nascopie, Beothic and Adventure
were all given up.
felt it their duty not to hamper their
transfer. No other part of the Em-
pire could produce them. No other
part of the Empire had the vessels
that were so badly needed in the
White Sea, to bring munitions and sup
plies to Russia. Newfoundland gave
all she had and that left her poor in-
deed. The submarine menace came
and I remember, how in the dark days
of 1917 when this country was faced
with a frightful situation. In March
1917 I was in the position of knowing
how things stood. I occupied the of-
fice of Colonial Secretary and in the
absence of the Prime Minister I was
acting in his stead, and from what I
saw and from what I know, I realized
that this Country was faced with a
frightful situation ' and the Govern-
ment of to-day felt itself burdened
Wwith responsibility. In the early days
of April when the Prime Minister re-
turned, I advised him that the best
thing to be done would be to form
it Coalition Government. They had
formed a Coalition Government in
Great Britain and the time had come
tor this country to consider the same
question. It wag not done for any ul-

faced.

Our Government .
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terior purpose but for the safety and
welfare of the country. That all par-
ties might work together for the one
end. We might all pull together in
the one boat, to get the country over
the disasters that threatened her on
every side. '

At that time there was not a ton
of salt in the country. Not a single
steamer available. I might be asked
how the Coalition Government would
remedy that., It may not remedy that.
I submit but if we put our case so
strongly before the British Authori-
ties, I argue the case was made very
much stronger if we were unani-
mously going to carry on the Govern-
ment during the war. The prospect
of no salt arriving here and the pros-
pect of our fishermen being unable
to prosecute their voyage and the
prospect of even if they did get their
salt, not having tonnage to remove
their fish made such more imper-
ative.

Coal was dealt out by the bucket fult
I'‘ecople had to go down to the Gov-
ernment Engineer’s office and get an
order for a quarter ton of coal (the
proverbial pauper’s dole) but nothing
better could be done, safety had to be
preserved at all cost. ‘Thema' were
some of the problems that had to be
faced in the early days of 1917.  Event-
ually Sir E. P. Morris, now Lord Mor-
ris and the then leader of the oppos-
ition Sir Wm. Lloyd formed a
Coalition Government. A Coalition
that was subscribed to by every mem-
ber of this house, and up to the Fall
of the year Sir Edward Morris was
the leader. After his subsequent re-
signation the present leader of the
Government took charge.

I have no desire to stay in political
life one hour longer than the people
of this country or the people of this
town want me to, but wh.i.l\e I am here,
and while I occupy a position of re-
sponsibility, I will endeavour {o do
my duty, and when I am relieved of

aa
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my duty, I will be quite satisfied. I
will endeavour to do my duty to my
country and the people of my coun-
try. I have yet to know any occasion
that T ever went back on that prin-
ciple, This House is composed of re-
presentatives who at the last election
were practically at each others
throats, and it reflected very nuch
to their credit that these men were
big enough to come together and put
their shoulders to the wheel, to tide
the country over a period of trial and
distress.

People are too ready to take the
individual as an instance of the Gov-
ernment. It doesn’'t matter to the
country as long as we have in charge
of its affairs business-like legislators.
Talk about policies, talk about mani-
festoes, talk about individuals. The
concern of the country today is its
*future,and how its future is going to
be conserved.
the prosperity that has been ours for
the past two years to say that every-
thing is going well and consider we
are on the pig’'s back. It is all very
well to live in a fool’s paradise, but
they have got to go back and consider
the other side of the story.

There is no country that has con-
tinuous prosperity, there is no coun-
try that has had uninterrupted good
times. There are countries that have
had prosperity away bevond what we
have had today,
sunshine of heaven pouring on them,
but who are today in the sloughs of
despair, poverty and want. I don't
mean to prophesy that that is going
to happen in this country, and I don't
think it will happen in this country,
because 1 believe that we will al-
ways be prosperous or at least fairly
SO. But we must remember, - Mr.
Speaker, that for the past year or so
we have had enormous prices for
our products, never equalled before
in the history of the country, and it

It is all very well with

who have had the

is unquestionably a fact that these
prices cannot continue. The earning
power of our people will be reduced,
if the price of our product is reduced,
and the question that strikes the
thinking man is this: have our peo-
ple been conserving their money,
have they saved and provided for the
rainy day, or have they spent up to
the limit. These are the gquestions
that the thinking man of today 1s
asking himself, and he is wondering
what is going to be the upshot.
You will remember that the Minis-
ter of Finance said the other day that
the amount that will be required dur-
ing the coming year for war pur-
poses will amount to nearly $5,000,-
000.00. Five millions of dollars will
have to be spent during the coming

“year for the purpose of paying off our

soldiers. These eclaims will have to
be met, and in addition to that, we
are piling up a pension roll on ac-
count of the war that will go on for
years and years, of at least $750,000
per annum, $750,000 is looked upon-
as a capitalisation of $15,000,000. In
addition to that is the increased in-
terest on our public debt, which has
unavoidably and rapidly increased
since the war broke out. The public
debt of this Colony will be increased
by at least 309% over what it was be-
fore the war. Then the pay of those
in the public service has been in-
creased, and the cost of maintaining
all the public institutions.

Now, Mr. Speaker, these are prob-
lems that have to be solved, these
are problems that have to be adjust-
ed, and adjusted very quickly. The
Government during the past vear or
two has turned many sharp corners.
We in this country have been most
fortunate, more I believe than any
other part of the British Empire or
even the civilised world, in our war
experience. People do not realise or
know what has happened in other
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parts of the world in connection with
the war. We have not suffered from
any shortage of food or clothing, and
that in view of the fact that we live
on an island, away 1from the ma_in
land, where transportation is diffi-
cult, and where it looked at one time
as if we would be cut off entirely
from all supplies. Those who have
had to look after the shipping prob-
lems of this country have, I consider,
accomplished a great work, which will
rebound to their credit in years to
come. The merchants on Water St.,
with all their .combined influence,
were absolutely impotent, absolutely
unable to handle the situation, abso-
lutely unable to get over the difficulty.
They had to come to the Government
and ask the Government to help them
out. They had to put themselves in
the hands of the Government, not
alone so that they would be able to
get their salt and their supplies, but
in order that they would be able to
get their fish to market; and as I said
before, we have great cause for thank-
fulness that we have come out of this
war so well, Outside of the sufiering
and the loss and the anxiety suffered
by the mothers and fothers, of the
sons who have fought and died, our
people have not suffered anything like
those in other places. In Great Brit-
ain the people (and not alone the
“common” people, so often referred to,
but all the people) have sacrificed
every comfort, have sacrificed their
homes, have sacrificed their pleasure,
have sacrificed their luxuries, and
have lived in a way that it was not an-
ticipated they could exist, in order to
try and help out the country and the
Empire in the time of stress. Now, Mr.
Speaker, we are faced in this country
with some of the after war problems,
we are faced in this country with a

situation that is not acute yet, but
will be acute; and I have no doubt
that when the pensions for our sol-

diers have got to be found, and when
our staple may be fumbling down in
price, then the time will come that

the stateman and the representatives
of the people will have to show that
they are able to handle the situation;

.and I say, with all respect to the men

on both sides of the House, that I
hope when the new House meets here,
we will have, not alone representa-
tives of the mercantile people, not
alone representatives of the fishermen,
but also representatives of the labor-
ing classes of the country. 1 see, in
the district of St. John’s West, hun-
dreds and hundreds of men pouring
out of the dock, out of the factories,
out of the machine shops and out of
the stores, men earning their bread by
the sweat of their brow, and following
on the principle being advocated by
Mr. Coaker, that the fishermen should
have representation in this House, a

- principle with which I have been thor-

oughly in accord from the first day the
representatives of the fishermen have
come into this House, on which oc-
casion I stated that 1 was proud to
see them come into this House ag re-
presentatives of that great body of
men, I think every class should have
representation here. 1 think this
counvyy needs a co-ordination of in-
terests, so that one interest will be
looked after as well as another.

I think, Mr. Speaker, that it will be
a fortunate thing, when the next ses-

sion of this Legislature meets, that
we will see representatives of the
labor intergst on the floor of the

House. We know there will be prob-
lems. The question of capital and
labor is one that will require early
and close attention, and many difficul-
ties are going to arise in relation to
same. 1 was very much struck with
the idea that a bureau of labor, or
council of labor, should be founded,
to handle all matters relating to
questions of labor. The Prime Minis-
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ter suggested a department of labor,
better again, so.that the workingman
may have some organisation which
will go far in preventing those ruinous
strikes that so often bring loss and
trouble on both employer and em-
ployee,

Mr. Speaker,
it understood that I am saying this
for election purposes. [ don’t care
whether it has any effect or not. |
am sincere in my desire to serve the
future interests of the people of the
country, and now is the time to do
something to obviate ftrouble in days
to come. Problems—the future , is
bristling with them, and it is timec
that the people realised that fact and
got away from the pettiness that 1Is
so often a feature of the press of the
country. Why, it is disheartening
when one goes abroad, and persons
will say, ‘“What's wrong with your
press? they are doing your country
more harm than good.” (hear! hear!)
Your country is suffering today
through the misrepresentations and
unfair ecriticisms of your public men
and others, who are desirous and
willing to work in the interests of
your country.” It is deplorable, and
I Dﬂlt‘f hope that the time is coming
when the larger issues will be given
the requisite attention and 'bett}f, por-
sonal matters and petty, party poli-
tics occupy an obscure place in our
local press.

We want to live in this country,
we want our children to live in this
country and made decent ®itizens and
fit men to carry on the business and
public life of the country. 1 think it
is an unfortunate and deplorable sit-
unation to see some of our public men
slandered and abused and vilified by
the press; I am not referring to any
particular section of the press, but
speaking generally. We should re-
member that there are grave issues
at stake and great problems that have

I don’t want to have
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to be met and solved. The future wel-
fare of our soldiers and sailors, their
re-establishment in ecivil life, the
building up of industries and the
placing of these men so that their lot
may be better than they had been
before. It will be too late when the
men are in need and when the men
are walking the streets unemployed,
and it will be too late when the men
leave the country to make a living in
some foreign land to make that land
richer and us +poorer by their ab-
sence,

Whether we are going to have an

election this Spring or whether we
are going to have an election this
Fall, or whether it is going to be

held on the 1st of May or on the 20th
or on the 30th of May, it is a matter
of indifference to me The only thing
I hope is that the Government have
decided well and right and that they
have decided in the best interests of
the country. But I hope that the
electorate will realise that it is the
business and duty of every man and
the prerogative and right of every
man to go to the polls and vote fear-
lessly and fairly and mark his ballot
for those whom he thinks best cap-
able and suitable to govern the af-
fairs of this country. As to the out-
come, it is not a question of party or

side so long as this country is looked

after by the best men and the best
organization. The same principle that
applies to a goveynment applies to a
private business. When a man opens
a new business in the community, he
does not pick up every man that offers
for his manager, but he goes and gets
the best he can so that his business is
properly safeguarded and he takes ad-
vantage of every opportunity to make
his business prosperous. And it is
the business of the people of this

country to-day to wake up to the fact

that they have to choose their Man-
agers for the next four years.

|’
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The honourable member for Eona-
vista, Mr. Morine, made some refer-
ences about the policy ot the Govern-
ment. The policy of the National Gov-
ernment was to carry on the war.
That is true. We, Sir, did not sink
our political convictions. We merely
formed up as a Government.to carry
on the War. That Government has
carried on the war and evidently the
people were satisfied t_,u let them con-
tinue, but the members of the Nation-
al Government proposed to go to the
polls before dealing with some of the
war problems that have to be solved.
I do not see whether there is any
great issue at stake. There may be
some personal objections to some in-
dividuals of the Government occupy-
ing prominent positions or they might
be some objections to certain indi-
viduals predominating the Govern-
ment. As a member of the National
Government the past two and a half
vears, 1 have not seen any attempt by
any-individual or any one part to pre-
dominate the other part of it. It may
have existed since I left the Executive
Council, but when I was a member of
that body I never saw any individual
trying to control it, If there ever was
any attempt to do so I do not think it
would be tolerated for one moment.
Therefore, 1 say, Mr. Speaker, that
this country will have an opportunity
of deciding who shall govern them. 1
am glad that Mr. Morine this after-
noon laid down the principle that His
Excellency the Governor has not the
power to veto or the right to fix the
date of the election. I think if that
was conceded it would be retrogres-
sive step as far as our independence
i8 concerned. However much we
might respect His Excellency, 1 do
not think such power should rest with
him. ,The tendency of the day is for
the Dominions to have more indepen-
dence, to manage their own affairs
and that tendency is encouraged by

the greatest British Statesmen of the

day. Surely then we have intelligence
enough, and citizenship sufficient in
this community for the people to pick
out those whom they should have to
govern them, whether they beloug to
one party or the other, or whether
the Government is national in its
character or co-operative. It will be
unfortunate unless one side or the
other comes back from the polls with-
out a substantial majority, as a strong
government will be most desirable, 1
regret I am unable to take issue with
the Government on their decision with
regard to the holding of the election.
I believe that they have decided this
question according to their judgment
in the best interests of the country
and I hope that when the time comes
for the_oslection that the best men
will win.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
—Mr. Speaker, I would not wish it
to be imagined for one moment that
any disrespect was shown to any pe-
tition presented to this House or pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
or the Government. This petition
came from electors who are part and
parcel of the Government of the Col-

‘ony, therefore, it would be highly im-

proper, as expressed in the petition
if it did not receive the utmost, fairest
and fullest consideration. But Sir at the
same time, whilst fair and full con-
sideration should be given to the pe-
tition of these citizens and whilst the
very prayer of the petition itself means
consideraion and having reviewed all
the circumstances, I wish to point out
that the matter was considered and
considered fully by the Government
and by it the Governor was fully ad-
vised. The Governor was fully ad-
vised that the policy of the Govern-
ment was to go to the country in the
Spring immediately this House was
closed. This matter was discussed by
this Legislature twelve months ago.
It was then the desire and the ex-
pressed wish of the Opposition that

"l
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this Assembly should be extended up
to the 30th day of this month and they
now have to live up to it. What further
notice should be given to any political
party or body of men than that an
election would be forthcoming imme-
diately after the closing of this ses-
sion of this Legislature. And it was
not our own action that this House
should extend the life of the present
Government only up to April 30th. and
our intention was not carried out but
we were forced to the position of ac-
cepting a term ending on the 30th of
April. Now, Sir, that Act gave notice
to the country of a Spring election.
At that time, as I say, the War was
raging in all its fury, indeed the most
desperate straits of the war existed
and continued to exist for a consid-
erable time. When five months after-
ward the war came to an end and an
Armisfice was signed and we had no
desire to'come into this House and
risk another refusal for an extension
of the term of the Legislature from the
Upper Chamber of the Legislature. I,
for one, was not prepared to advise
the Government or Governor to risk
a second refusal and risk the taunt
that we were trying to keep ourselves
in office for another six months be-
cause we were afraid of an election
in the Spring. We are ready now,
Sir, and we are seeking the earliesl
opportunity of giving those who do
not agree with us the first chance of
voting against us. Yelt we are cen-
sured for according that opportunity
to them. I, Sir, am not craving for
a long political life: I am not an-
xious to sit in this place for an in-
definite time or to continue bearing
the burden of Government, for, Sir,
it is a burden which is by no means
attractive, and I predict that whoever
undertakes that duty, will have a
most onerous task during the mnext
few vears. It is not a duty that any
person can undertake with a light
heart. I, for one, did not undertake

it with a light heart, and 1 will be |
glad to be relieved of it; but, Sir, I
will be relieved of it in a proper way.
I will be relieved by the votes of this

House or those who sent or can send

members to this House. I have been
given the confidence of this House

and those who gave that confidence
can take it away, and until that con-
fidence is taken away, no matter what

I feel about the difficulties of the -

situation or about the onerous task
before me, I am prepared as a citizen
of Newfoundland and as a member of
this Empire to do my duty; but im-
mediately an opportunity is afforded
me of being relieved of responsibil-
ity and the duties I now undertake,
I shall be glad of the chance. There
is no member of this Government
who does not know my sentiments. 1
have often expressed them. The task
of conducting this administration in
these times, or any administration
which will follow, is an exceediggly
difficult one, and no man can lightly
take it up, nor having taken it up can
he lightly lay it down. There is a
proper way of taking it up and a
proper way of laying it down, and 1
am prepared for either,

Now, Sir, it has been said in con-
nection with this petition which I
said has received our fullest sym-
pathy and fullest consideration that
we are anxious to get a snap verdict
right away. No, Sir, we are not. We
are anxious to do our duty. The
whole trouble, Sir, is this: There
are certain gentlemen rightly or
wrongly who want to turn us out.
They have been asleep for twelve
months. They have never organised
a party and even today they have not
found a leader and so want this in-
definite time to organise a party and
find a leader. That is their default,
not ours. If the country does not
know our record for the past two

years, it has the record of those wh.ol;
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went. before uss for the four years
previous. My friend, the member for
qt. John’s West, the Minister of Mil-
itia. already referred to the Coalition
Government. Many reasons were put
up to me as Leader of the Opposition
by those who wanted to keep me from
joining the then Administration—
political reasons and party reasons—
why 1 should not be a consenting
party to any such Coalition Govern-
ment. Why, they said I was very
foolish to take on the burdens and
sins and shortcomings of the Ad-
ministration of the past eight years.
They said, You are going to risk your
political future. I said, Yes I am, but
I do not care. At the present time
we are engaged in a war that causes
all kinds of extraordinary difficulties
for Newfoundland, and the difficul-
ties are becoming greater and greater
every day. Our Empire is in a most
critical position, and it is a pretty
poor spirited public man who puts
personal considerations first in these
dark days and cannot sink his politics
and take his chance of doing good. I
said I am prepared to take these risks
and if they overburden me 1 shall go
down, but I shall go down not for
want of trying to do my duty to the
land of my adoption and trying to do
my duty to my King and Country.
We formed a Coalition. The Gov-
ernment we joined had come into exist
ence in 1913. It had been in existence
for about four years. It had been in
existence eight years altogether, but

under the last mandate it had been in -

existence about four years and it was
time to go to the country and secure
a fresh mandate, but, Sir, times of
great siress and great difficulties
came along, and in view of these con-

ditions it was decided not to go to the
Country but to carry on—to adopt the
motto of the Navy and carry on—no
matter what happened. That we tried
to do and that we did do. We felt

that no matter what the consequences
were we would carry on and do our
duty as far as our lights led. We
would have gone to the country this
time last year and it was arranged to
go to the country this time last year.
We wanted a mandate from the coun-
try. We wanted to give the country
a chance of saying if it thought we
had done right in forming this Coali-
tion Government. If the country could
get better men or thought they could
get better men, then they could give
them the Government. But, Sir, as 1
have already intimated, this time last
year was a very critical time, the time
of the darkest days of ' the War. About
that time I went over to England and
in daily consultations with those in
authority and I am able to tell you
what the feeling was there in those
days only twelve months ago. The
Imperial Military Staff were in the
utmost concern whether either the
British or French could hold out till
the fall or whether they would not be
deparated and one of them smashed.
The British could not give another
inch and they were in danger of anni-
hiliation by the large German Army
under Prince Rupprecht. They had
been driven back a little earlier, and,
as they were too near the sea coast,
they had now to make a stand. As I
have already intimated the workshops
and mines and every industry where
men could be found had been combed
out and every possible man put into
the Army and every possible means
of transportation was being utilised
to try and get the Americans over.
The great question of the Military
Staff at that time was to so shape
their policy as to end the war as soon
as possible. It was thought impos-
sible to end the war' in 1918 and it
was doubtful if we could get a favour-
able decision in 1919, The general
impression was the war would not end
till 1920. It may be imagined, Sir, with
what surprise the collapse of the ene-
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my was received five months ago and
what a momentous change it brought
about, and, Sir, that change affected
us. We, as a Government, could not
come to the Legislature to ask, be-
cause of the War raging, for an ex-
tension of Parliament. The War has
been over five months and we dc not
now ask for an extension, we prefer
to face the electorate at once, as we
cannot allow this Legislature to go
out of existence on April 30th unless
we are prepared to put another legis-
lature there to carry on its work and
that is what we purpose to do and
that is what we must do under the
decision of the Legislature and that
cannot be a surprise to anybody be-
cause everybody in the country has
had twelve months notice to that ef-
fect. |

If the electors think we have not
been doing right, then they will have
the chance of saying so and effectuat-
ing the remedy. The evidence we are
going to be judged by is not some
paper document; we are not a new
party; our record is not unknown to
them: and we are going to be either
returned or put out on the record of
what we have done the war period.
Now, Sir, I have tried to lay before
the House the advice that was tender-
ed to His Excellency the Governor by
myself and my colleagues. If it
meets with the dissatisfaction of any of
the electors, well, we have tried fto
give them the first opportuniy and the
earliest chance of disapproving of it
by casting .their vote against us.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, I have
no intention of making any lengthy
reference to the petition before the
House, as I think I have already niade
my position before the House clear up-
on this subject; but I notice that the
prayer of the petitioners has not re-
ceived that serious attention from the
last two speakers particularly, to
wliich in my opinion it is entitled.
The Minister of Militia has delivered
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what to my mind is ‘his political fun-
eral oration. It is very rarely that
that mournful duty is performed by
the corpse; but I think it has been fit-
tingly rendered in this case, and cound
ed off very appropriately the ceremon-
ies in connection with his obsequies-
to-be. ,
The Hon. member for Bonavista, Mr.
Morine, has stated that in his opinion |
the Governor, from the constitutional
standpoint could do nothing else than .
what he did with reference to the re-
solutions submitted to him by the pub-
lic meeting the other night; and that
His Excellendy in all matters of that |
sort had to be guided absolutely by
the advice of his responsible minis- ',
ters. That is as it should be; and with
those remarks 1 entirely concur. But
I do not think that the present Gov-
ernment as constituted, represents
what is meant by the term “respon-
sible ministers”. With all due respect
to the Lieader of the House, he was not
elected Prime Minister by the voice of
the people; the present Government
was not put in power by the mandate
of the people. He and they occupy
their positions in this House by what
I consider a piece of political jobbery.
The Hon. Member for St. John’'s West
said that the amalgamation or coali-
tion took place with the unanimous
consent of the House. I disagree with
that statement; it did not receive my
consent., For the few months that I
sat on the other side under the leader-
ship of Dr. Lloyd, he was only acting
leader. 1 always understood that Sir
Edward Morris would return and as-
sume the leadership:; and it was only
in January 1917 that I and the public
learned of the disgraceful deal which °
had taken place by which the Govern- .
ment of the country was handed over
to a group of men not elected to that |
position by the will of the people. In
connection with the response made by
His Excellency to the petition present-
ed to him the other evening, I would

il
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like to say, with all deference to His
Excellency, that 1n my opinion his po-
sition should be made more secure;
that he should be so circumstanced
that he would not be even thought to
be dependent on the friendship or sym
pathy of any section of our country
or Government; and one way in which
to bring about that state of affairs
would be to have his salary paid by
the Imperial authorities. For instance
[ have been told that His Excellency
participated in the recent increase of
galary given to the eivil service and
has had his salary raised to $16,000.
I do not know whether that is so; but
1 would ask the Rt. Hon. the Premier

if it is correct.

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I
do not know. You had better ask the
question in the usual way.

MR. WALSH :—That is rather evas-
ive. You say you do not know; yet
you also say that the affairs of the
Government are well known to the
country. In my opinion they are a
closed book. Why are not the ac-
counts tabled? Why does mnot this
House know of the condition of af-
fairs? Take one instance: it is a
notorious fact that for the last year
or two the means of transportation
in this country have been allowed to
go down until now, in the worads of
the Hon. Col. Secy. “transportation
over the Reid Nfld. Co’s railway is
neither safe for life or property’”. Has
any protest been entered by the Gov-
ernment in this matter? I have heard
of none. During the past couple of
years a certain section of the public
press has criticised the Reid Nfld. Co.
for the indifference shown the pub-
lie; but since that section of the press
has linked up with the present Gov-
ernment its criticism has ceased.

As regards a Spring election, I am
in hearty accord with the suggestion.
The Government is mistaken if they
think they have taken me by surprise.
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But I do not think the same thing ap-
plies to other séctions of the country.
With the principle that because some
of the larger constituencies of the coun
try desire g Spring election, we should
therefore have one, I disagree. The
gentlemen who speak that way are
r epresentatives of some of the larger
Northern districts; but they: are more.

‘They are in fact the representatives

of a large corporation or political or-
ganization, with councils in which for
the past twelve months the political
machinery has been working night and
day; and it is not fair to the other
sections of the country to take these
districts to go before their constituents
unprepared and unprovided with data
from the public accounts and records
of the Government. And it is not fair
to their constituents to expect them to
pass on a political issue without hav-
ing all the evidence from which to
form an intelligent decision before
then. I *think if the Governmert is
sincere in its desire to take the pub-
lic into its confidence, the first thing
it should do is to table the public ac-
counts for the past year. Never mind
getting on the floor of this House and
giving a flowery speech bubbling over
with expressions of patriotism, ‘ove
of Empire and devotion to the cause of
the people. That is what has been
done. We have heard a lot about our
returned soldiers. But what are they
going to do to back up their state-
ments. We have heard of the prom-
ises that have been made returned sol
diers; the re-establishment schemes
that are going.to place them in com-
fort and usefulness the rest of their
days; and the broad programme that
was to be arranged for the care and
sustenance of the dependents of those
who have paid the Supreme Sacrifice.
But what has "actually happened?
Have these promises been carried out.
I know of instances where treatment
was accorded returned soldiers and
dependents of soldiers who died on ac-
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tive service, not alone not in keeping
with these much-heralded protesta-
tions of sympathy and concern, but
positively disgraceful. That is not the
kind of return these men want or de-
serve, They do not want {flowery
speeches about love of country and its
defenders nor richly adorned descrip-
tions about trips abroad. But what
they do want is common British jus-
tice and fair play, and nothing more.
Whatever little sympathy the Govern-
ment can expect from the electorate
can only be obtained by taking the
public into its confidence. The peti-
tion before the House this afternoon
emanates from the people. It was not
engineered by politicians. Personally
I had nothing to do with the meeting.
It is true I saw the parade, and if '_I
was interested it was only from the
desire to obtain some information
about it. The request for deferring the
election comes from three thousand
free and independent electors; and
their desire is entitled to the utmost
consideration—far more than has been
by the Hon. gentlemen who have put
forward the Government's view of the
matter. Personally again, I am will-
ing to have a Spring election; in fact
I want a Spring election. 1 wanted an
election after I had been four years
in this House. When petitions were
being forwarded by the F.P.U. calling
for an election I thought it was only
right to have one to carry out the
principle that at least every four years
the public should have the right of
exercising their franchise. In 1913
the public knows that I was prepared
for an election; and in 1919 I am sim-
ilarly well prepared.. As far as I am
concerned I do not care if polling day
were to-morrow; I am ready for it.
Mr. Spéaker, I have much pleasure
in giving the resolution presented this
afternoon, my hearty shpport.

HON. MR, COAKER:—Mr. Speaker,
I would like to say a few words on the
subject discussed this afternoon.

First I would like to point out that if
there are to be any sufferers through
the holding of a Spring election, it
will be the extreme Northern districts
—Twillingate, Fogo, and a portion of
Bonavista Bay. St. Barbe has already
been provided for by allowing polling
day for that district to be held at a
later date than the other districts."
But in the main the Northern -Dis-
tricts are the ones most likely to suf-
fer from an early election. Yet like
my friend from Placentia who says he
has been ready for an election the past
two years, I would like to say that in
Twillingate we also have heen ready
and waiting for an election; and we
are as ready to fight to-morrow as we
would be next November. We want
to give the people a chance of saying
whether they want to keep us in
power or put us out—and to give them
that chance without delay. That is
why we in Twillingate want to have |
an election early in May. Twillingate
sends a large fleet of vessels to the
Straits and the French Shore; and the
fleet leaves just as soon as ice con-
ditionsg permit. .1 have known a fleet
of 100 vessels to leave the South Side
of Twillingate as early as the first of
May . In 1909 if the election had taken
place on the 15th instead of on the
8th of May 500 men in Twillingate
would have been unable to vote. Now
there is no reason why we should not
have an election early in May—at all
events in Twillingate. If the ballot |
boxes and other material for the elec-
tions are to be distributed around the
North Side of the Bay, it will require
at least two weeks to do 80, ‘as it must
be done over the mail routes., If the
election is set for the 26th. May it will
be impossible to have the material
sent by steamer because of ice condi-
tions. The only safe way would be to
send it over land; but if a late day in
May is chosen that route will not be
available. Therefore the only time
within which to have it done would be
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gome time within the next two or
three weeks. At the present time you
can travel guite easily around Green
Bay by dog team—just as well as you
could in February, and much the same
applies to Fogo District,

Mr. Speaker, objections have been
raised to a Spring election on the
score that the Government want to
obtain a snap verdict. The public of
St. John's cannot know, do not know,
the great difficulties that will be ex-
perienced if the election is postponed
to the end of May. The Legislature
must meet this Spring to take up tre-
mendous responsibilities. Great work
has to bhe done the coming year; and
the difficulties we have overcome in
connection with the war will be noth-
ing compared to what has to be over-
come in 1919. The public of St. John’s
do not realize the importance of hav-
ing the price of fish kept up. They
do not depend so much on the price
of fish as the people in the outports.
In St. John’s labour is more or less
plentiful; but the same thing does not
apply to the Northern Districts. If
we want our people to be happy and
contented we must get as much for
our fishery products as possible.
There will be serious difficulties in
the way of marketing our fish  this
year. When we know that the other
day a steamer was sent from here to
Greece with a 'large cargo of fish;
that when she arrived in Greece you
could not get a dollar a quintal for
the fish, that in fact the steamer was
ordered away; that that cargo of fish
had to be sent up the Adriatic to Rou-
Mmania; and that the shippers had to
take Roumanian bonds in payment;
We Wwill I think realize the difficulties
We are up against. And to grapple
With  thege difficulties we want to
have a Sstrong Government in power—
Put there py the people and with the
confidence of tphe people. We have
?Een dealing with serious matters dur-
Dg the past two yvears; and those who

—

know of our work and.how we per-
formed our duty, realize how well we
succeeded in grappling with these
problems. It is easy enough to criti-
cize; but it is not easy to sit up late
in the night facing problems such as
we faced in 1918. The people have
abused the Minister of Shipping,—a
man with whom I had my difficulties
in this House; but we know that that
man by himself in 1917 and 1918 did
as much for Newfoundland as the rest
of Newfoundland put together. Lots
of people want to know why I am con-
tent to sit side by side with the men
I once opposed. It is because I know
them and they know me; and because
I realised that in the interests of the
country an amalgamation was neces-
sary.

The Premier has sald that it
would be a pleasure to be defeated
and so have the burdens of office
lifted from his shoulders 1 say the
same thing. Nothing would suit me
better than to be defeated. 1 dread
the responsibilities of the next four
yvears. There will be tremendous
tasks to be performed; and only men
with the most experience, with the,
most ability; men who best under-
stand the people; and men with the
most courage can hope to cope with
these tasks. The Hon. Member for
Placentia has spoken this afternoon
about the condition of the railway.
For the past two vears we have spok-
en about the railway and have been
doing our best to remedy matters; but
we have been surrounded by tremend-
ous difficulties. We have not sal
down and allowed things to go from
bad to worse without attempting to
remedy them and make them right.
These things have not been overlook-
ed; we know they require immediate
attention; yet there are people who
now desire us to postpone an election

which will
mean that these important

for another six months,
matters
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will not be dealt with until the Fall.
These are matters that must be dealt
with as soon as the election is over.

As soon as we go to the polls we must ‘

ask the people how these matters are
to be dealt with. It is of vital im-
portance to the whole country;
which is one reason why there should
be an early election. Within the next
month the people must determine
how these matters are to be dealt
with. The Premier has already told
you the position he takes in regard
to an election and how he views his
responsibilities of office; and we aro
all of the same opinion

The country is going to be faced
with conditions that it never saw be-
fore. The past four years will not be
anything compared to the coming
vears. There will be great problems
of reconstruction to take up: great
constructive measures will have to
be introduced if we want to keep our
people employed and at home. Not
because you are able to float a loan
of millions of dollars that you make
conditions any better. It is only by
raising loans and giving your people
employment in building up your coun-
try that you can hope to succeed. 1
believe in loans; a public debt if con-
tracted for useful purposeg is the best
thing for a country. rAustralia and
New Zealand have millions of dollars
of debt; but they have raised the
loans for purposes of public utility.
and so have benefited from them. I
would not hesitate to raise ten mil-
lions of dollars in addition to our
present debt if I do something bene-:
ficial for our country.

The only reason I remain in power
"is that I consider it would be coward-
ly to throw the burden on some one
else’s shoulders until such time as
the people determine it would be
better to have some other party un-
dertake the conduct of affairs. But
it would benefit me to throw down

the responsibility of -office tomorrow.
I have tremendous responsibilities to
look after; and with these interests
calling for my attention it is not an
easy matter to come here day after
day and suffer blame and criticism
for nothing. The interests of the
country are at stake, and someowme
must govern it, and govern it in the
interests of the people. 1 can tell
those critics that as far as the public
accounts are concerned that during
the past 2 years nothing has been done
that we are ashamed of. 1 am satis-
fied for every account to be placed
on the Table and sent broadcast
throughout the country. Whatever
happened in days gone by has not
happened since we assumeq office.
During the past two years 1 do not
Kknow of any friend of the Govern-
ment receiving one acre of land. If
we are to stay here for another week
and have the election postponed tili
the 26th of May, I am satisfied to
have every account discussed to the
utmost satisfaction of the members
of the Opposition.

Mr. Bennett has said that he saw
no instance of any undue influence
by any section of the Government.
Now, you know we have been accused
of being cunning and scheming for
control. The people of St. John's
think we have nothing else to do
than to grind our axe at their ex-
pense. That is a very foolish impres-
sion. If they. only knew what . has
transpired during the past two years
they would realise that I have done
nothing to injure St. John’s. 1 have
voted for hospitals and asylums in St.
John’s, to which vote 1 could instead
have objected as an'outport member;
but 1 saw the reasonableness of the
request and voted accordingly. Let
anyone point out to me anything 1
have done at the expense of the peo-
ple of St. John’s and I will resign my

seat. | have attended only two meet-
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ings of the Executive since last Ma}'_
But if 1 had been anxious to see
what they were doing, anxious to use
my influence in favor of the outports,
I could have been there to see that
gt. John’s got nothing more than be-
longed to it. 1 have trusted my col-
leagues and I kKnow they have done
their duty. 1 know of their labors
day and night to help the Colony
through the crisis that confronted us
since the outbreak of war. 1 am
now prepared to go to any district in
the Island where I have a right to go
and submit my record to the elector-
ate. and if they want to defeat me that
will be their opportunity. And the
District to which I am prepared to
go will not be Twillingate or Bona-
vista or any Union District either. If
they want any more than that they
will not get it from human nature. 1
do not want to delay the House any
longer. The time has come for ad-
journment; but I want the electorate
of St. John’s to understand that as
far as I am concerned they can have
an election the first of June if the
public interests do not suffer. Im-
portant matters will have to be  dealt
with this Spring, and in an election
the Northern Districts must have a
chance of voting. St. John's will not
be disfranchised at any time. For
my part I am satisfied to see an Op-
position organised under a recognised

leadery. That should have been done
long ago. 1 believe in a strong Op-
position. The Hon. Memiber for  Pla-

centia says we are organised through
our Councils. That is so; but if we
had been asleep we would not have
been organised. We are prepared for
the fight. There are Districts where
we have no organisation; but when
the election come around we will be.
In these Districts we are in the same
Position as the Opposition, and if our

candidates go there they will have to
stand on the record of the Govern-

ment and the Manifesto of the Prem-
ier. In our own districts we cannot
be beaten. 1 feel just as sure of be
ing elected as Mr. Walsh does. The
men know what the Union has done
for them:; have seen the prosperity it
has brought them; and they have hal
more to eat and drink and are more
happy the past four years than ever
before.

Newfoundland need not be asham-
ed of its connection with the war." It
has done its duty well. It has not
been as hardé hit in certain respects
as other parts of the Empire. We
never had the same stringent food
restrictions as they had in London
and as they have to put up with in
Italy today, where sugar is a rarity
and butter and beef allowed only on
certain occasions.

I would desire the whole Island to
have plenty of time to thrash out our
record, and 1 am only too sorry that
we have not time to lay all our ac-
counts on the Table and let them b2
published broadcast throughout the
country. 1 am perfectly satisfied as
to what the verdict will be. 1 do not
know what is going to happen in St
John's, but I know what the North is
going to do. The Opposition can take
what action they like, ean twist and
turn things to suit' themselves;
they cannot prevent five or six North-
ern Dist‘ricts from returning a dozen
Union Members for this House.

MINISTER OF MILITIA: — Mr.
Speaker, I beg to present on your be-
half a petition from Bauline and other
places in your district praying that
telephone communication be establish-
ed between St. John’s and these places
The petition is largely and influential-
ly signed. ‘At present these places are
practically isolated and if the prayer
of the pétitioners were acceded to it
would be of untold benefit to.them, I
give the petition my hearty support

and sympathy; and 1 trust it will re-

but |
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ceive the favorable consideration of
the Government. There are two or
three places in my district similarly
circumstanced, and I hope the time
is not far distant when the telephone
service will not only be extended to all
these places; but the City service re-
modelled and reorganized. The pres-
ent system is disgraceful and altogeth-
er inadequate to meet the require-
ments of the trade. I ask that the pe-
tition be referred to the Department
to which it relates. |

The Honourable Colonial Secretary
tabled the Annual Report of the Sav-
ings Bank. '

The Honourable Colonial Secretary
tabled Resolution under the provision
of the Postal Telegraphs Act.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow, Thursday, at three of the
clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

THURSDAY, April 10th, 1919,

The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Mr. Speaker intimated that he
would leave the Chair until five thirty
of the clock this day.

THE RT. HON. THE PRIME MIN-
ISTER:—1 have an important an-
nouncement to make to this House. 1
understand that the election bill is
practically through, but it has been
thrown up to us, that we as a party
and as a Government are anxious to
have a Spring election in this coun-
try, and in view of what has been
gaid the Government has made an
important decision and I wish to ask
per mission to give notice of a bill to
extend the present session of the
Legislature and to move its'first read-
ing. We shall take advantage of the
pregsent as far as the voters list is
concerned, but we have decided not

to take advantage of it,in May. We
intended tp make this a regular ses-
sion of the L.egislature, table all ac-
counts and brings in all legislation
necessary, to place our hands fully
on the table and go to the country in
the Fall. Therefore, we shall first
ask this House to pass an extension
bill, if that is necessary. I do not
think it is necessary, but it may be.
The House can have the extension
bill of such date and arrangements
will be set forth by which an election
can be held in the Fall.

I advise this course because I wish
to show the country that as far as
this Government is concerned, we are
in earnest in this work and that we
have no desire for any snap verdict.

As far as I am concerned when the
country does not want my services, 1
shall be glad to be relieved of my
responsibilities. 1 wdnt the country
to know that I am fully desirous of
letting 1t know to the fullest extent
the work of the Government good or
bad. They will have ample time to
discuss these matters and if any op-
position party wish to organise, they
will have sufficient time to do so, and
if the country decides to place them
in power, 1 shall be glad, but I do not
fear that, because I am confident
that the country will appreciate the
efforts of the National Government to
carry on under difficult circum-
stances, and 1 think we shall be
able to convince the country at the
Hustings of our efforts and their
value. The people will be given the
fullest opportunity to understand the
situation.

MR. CURRIE :—Mr. Speaker, this
is a very important announcement
that the Premier made this after-
noon. I hardly know what to say in
face of such an extraordinary Volte
Face. One day we are told with the
greatest emphasis that we are going
to have an election in the Spring;




HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS | 85

an election act is brought in and
passed; and then suddenly we have
this extraordinary denoument, and it
ig difficult to understand what the
Government means.
the Prime Minister is quite sure of
his position now, and that he will
not change it again. He says that
this action is net due to any pres-
sure from the Opposition. I think
that probably we shall find that the
premier has had to bow to pressure
if not outside then within the Gov-
ernment and that there 1s Ssome-
thing very serious unq_grlying this
extraordinary change.

"1 am not prepared to quarrel with
the change myself. I was just as
ready to face an election in the Spring
a5 in November. 1 do not think there
is any more possibility of the Gov-
ernment being returned in the FKall
than in the Spring. 1 presume we
will now go on with the regular busi-
ness of the session. There is one
statement by the Prime Minister
which 1 hope is correct. He Jjust
gaid that all information that we
desired would be tabled to the fullest
extent. 1 hope this will be done, and
that the questions we shall ask will
be fully answered.

The Rt. Hon. the
with the unanimous consent of the
House introduced the Bill entitled
“An Act Further to Extend the Term
of the Present Legislature,” which
was read a first time and ordered to
be read a second time on tomorrow.

MR. WALSH:—Before this. House
¢loses, I would like to refer to a very
important matter. 1 have received
the follwing telegram just an hour
ago from Placentia signed by Messrs.
Power, Hynes and Lake. I made in-
quiries over the telephone at the Reid
Nfld. Company and I found the
Argyle had gone on its Western route.
I would like to refer this matter to

Prime Minister

I hope the Hon.

the Colonial Secretary in order that
it might receive the necessary atten-
tion. ;

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn till
tomorrow, Friday, at three of the
clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

FRIDAY, April 11th.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Mr. Speaker intimated that he had
received the following correspond-
ence from His Excellency the Gover-
nor which he then read to the House:

The Governor has the honor to
communicate to the Honorable House
of Assembly the appointment of the
Commission of Internal Economy of
the Legislature in accordance with
the provisions of the Statute 61 Vie-
toria Cap. 1, as set forth in the ae-
companying certified copy of a min-
ute of the Honorable Executive Coun-
cil approved by the Governor of the
8th instant.

C. ALEXANDER HARRIS,
. Governor.

9th April, 1919.

Certified copy of minute of the
Honorable Executive Council approv-
ed by His Excellency the Governor on
the 8th April, 1919.

April 7th, 1919,

Under the provisions of Section 4,

Cap. 1, 61 Vie,, it was ordered that

= the following persons constitute the

Commission of Internal Economy of
the Legislature, namely:
Hon. Sir P. T. McGrath, K.B.E.,
Pres. Legislative Council.
Hon. R. K. Bishop.
Hon. W. J. Ellis.
Hon. W. J. Higgins, K.C., Speaker
House of Assembly.
Rt. Hon. Sir Wm. F. Lloyd, P.C,,
K.C.M.G.
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Hon. J. C. Crosbie.
Hon™ W. F. Coaker.

Certified true copy,

ARTHUR MEWS,
Deputy Colonial Secretary.

Second reading of Bill to Extena
Life of Parliament.

RT._ HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Speaker, in accordance with the
announcement I made yesterday that
the Government had decided to post-
pone the election until the Fall, and
as the life of this Assembly termin-
ates on April 30, under the Extension
Bill passed last year; it becomes nec-
essary to further extend the life of
this Assembly. Yesterday the Bill
was introduced and read a first time,
and I now propose that the Bill be
read a second time, to extend the life

of Parliament until the 30th of Sep--

tember.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Right Hon. the Prime Minister, the
Bill entitled “An Act Further to Ex-
tend the Term of the Present lLegis-
lature” was read a second time and
ordered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises, it adjourn un-
til Tuesday next, the 15th instant, at
three of the clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-

ingly.

TUESDAY, April 15, 1918.
The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-

ment.
Petitions..

MR. JENNINGS:—Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to present a petition from
in the District of Twillingate asking
for a nt for a road. The petition-
ers point out that the present grant is
not sufficient to keep the road in re-
pair and they ask for an increased
grant.

I also beg to present a petition from
the inhabitants of Cottle’s Island ask-

ing for a sum of money to help finish
a road partly made between that place
and Somerton.

The petitioners also ask for the sum
of $100 to repair a bridge on the local
road.

I ask that these petitions be referred
to the Departments to which they re-
late.

MR. PICCOTT:—Mr. Speaker: I beg
to present a petition from the inhab-
itants of , South Side of Har-
bor Grace and Riverhead in connection
with a railway®station at the latter
place. There is now a small way sta-
tion there and the people have derived
great benefit from it; but it is not a
regular station. The inhabitants of
these places took this matter up with
the Assistant Superintendent of the
R. N. C.; and he wrote them to the ef-
fect that the Company does not con-
template erecting any buildings . this
year. This will entail great inconven-
lence on the people; and 1 ask the
Government to intercede with the
Company on behalf of the petitioners.
I may say that at present there is a
small building there .but no agent;
and if a real station were allotted to
this place it would be of the greatest
service to the people and not unpro-
fitable to the Company. There are
about 500 or 600 people in
and about 250 or 300 people on the
South Side, and Riverhead is well
populated; and if a station were plac-
ed .there these people would be spared
the inconvenience of having to go to
Harbor Grace for their shipments and
having to cart it then to Riverhead
and South Side. If it were placed at
Riverhead it would be very conven-
ient and save about three miles of
a journey. I ask that this petition be
submitted to the Department of the
Colonial Secretary and bespeak for it
the sympathetic consideration to
which it is entitled.

I also beg to present another peti-
tion from the inhabitants of Shears-
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town asking for a new road. The pe-
tition is largely signed by the inhab-
itants of this place, and asks for a
sum of money to make a road from
the Salvation Army burying ground to
Shearstown, and also to widen the
main road leading through Shears-
town. Years ago a road was made
through Bay HRoberts and called the
(lentral Road. Before that time there
was a road passing through Shears-
town called Fresh Pond Road; and
it seems that the representatives of
Harbor Grace when Central Pond was
being built instead of getting a grant
tor that road, they divided the grant
between the two roads. 1 think the
grant was $500. There are about 30
miles of road to be kept in repair for
this $500; and that is $250 for each
road. When I had the pleasure of sitt-
ing on the Government side of the
House I brought this matter up on seyv
eral occasions; and sometimes I would
get a little money; but could never
make the Government understand that
when these roads were being built the
grant was just sufficient to build them
but entirely insufficient to keep each
in repair. I think this is a mistake

that all Governments make. I am sure,

we made it. Now I hope the mistakes
we made will not be made by the Na-

tional Government and they will not’

fall into the same error as we did. 1
would ask that the Government give
this petition their earnest considera-
tion: and let. me have $500 or $600.
to have this work done.

MR. PARSONS:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
to support the petition presented by
Mr. Piccott; and I would say that-the
railway station referred to was one
that the people opposed very much
eight or ten years ago. If the prayer
of the petition were acceded it would
convenience not only the people of Is-
land Cove but those at River Head,
South Side and places between there
and Spaniard’s Bay, who now are com-
pelled to get their freight from Har-

-
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bor Grace proper. The present way
station is altogether too small. There
is no agent there. In a great many
instances perishable goods have to be
left outside; and to the general incon-
venience is added the loss resulting
from the injury to the goods. I give
the petition my hearty support and
believe that it will be of great advan-
tage to the people.

I also heartily support the petition
from Shearstown; and I trust this also
will meet with the careful considera-
tion of the Government.

MR. GRIMES:
present a petition from the inhabitants
of Brigus in relation to the deepening
of the gut leading into the harbor
pond. The petition is largely signed
and carefully sets out the reasons on
which the petitioners base their re-
quest. About twenty five years ago
a sum of money was appropriated for
this purpose; but although the work
was done, conditions became just as
bad after four or five years, and the
gut filling up with silt and sand and
blocking the Channel again. A sum
of money is now asked for the opening
of the channel, and I trust the Govern-
ment will give due consideration the
prayer of the petitioners; and I ask
that it be referred to the Department
to which it relates ’

Order of the Dar.

MR. CURRIE:—Mr. Speaker, on
April 4th, I asked the Minister of Mil-
itia certain questions relative to sol-
diers’ pensions; the Minister of Pub-
lic Works re the cost of the Empire
Wood Factory; and the Minister of
Finance re an amount paid the New-
foundland Produce Co., but so far have
not received the answers.

MINISTER OF MILITIA:—I gave
the Clerk the necessary information

for you.
Rt. Hon. the ,Prime Minister gave
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notice that on to-morrow he would ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act respecting Documentary Evi-
dence and Extra Judical Oaths.”

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave
notice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend the Act 61, Victoria
(1898) Chapter 18, entitled “An Aect
respecting the Department of Jus-
tice." |

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave
notice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act Further to Amend the Act 10, Ed-
ward VII, (1910), Chapter 29 entitled
“An Act resp?cting the Constitution
and Establishment of the Game and
Inland Fisheries Board.” .

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave
notice that on to-morrow he would ask
leave to introduce a Bill entilted “An
Act to prevent the introduction of
Rabies into Newfoundland.” '

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister gave
notice that on to-morrow he would ask
leave to introduce a Bill entilted “An
Act to Amend Chapter 141 of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Newfoundland,
(Second Series entitled “Of the Keep-
ing of Dogs.” :

Mr. Jennings gave notice that on to-
morrow he would ask leave to intro-
duce a Bill entitled ‘“An Act respect-
ing Bay Fishery Boards.”

Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs gave notice that on to-mor-
row he would ask leave to move the
House into Committee of the Whole to
consider certain Resolutions respect-
ing the raising of a Loan for Naval,
Military and other purposes.

Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs gave notice that on to-mor-
row he would move that Supply be
granted to His Majesty.

Mr. Piccott gave notice of question.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled

“An Act Further to Extend the Term
of the Present Legislature.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee, |

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment,

On motion this Report was received
and adopted and by unanimous con-
sent of the House the Bill entitled “An
Act Further to Extend the Term of
the Present Legislature,” was read a
third time and passed and it was or-
dered that the Bill be engrossed being
entitled as above and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a mes-
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions,.

Hon. the Colonial Secretary tabled
a Statement of Estimated Revenue
and Expenditure of the Municipal
Council for the year 1919.

Hon. the Colonial Secretary tabled
the Report of the Department of Agri-
culture and Mines 1917-1918.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises, it adjourn until
Monday April 21st, at three of the
o’clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-

iingly.

MONDAY, April 21st, 1919.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
ment,

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the
Prime Minister the Bill entitled “An
Act respecting Documentary Evidence
and Extra Judicial Oaths,” was intro-
duced and read a first time and or-
dered to be read a second time on to-
morrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the
Prime Minister the Bill “An Act to
Amend 61 Victoria (1898) Chapter 18
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entitled “An Act respecting the De-
partment of Justice,” was introduced
and read a first time and ordered to
he read a second time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Rt. Hon. the
prime Minister the Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend Chapter 141 of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Newfoundland
(Second Series) entitled “Of the Keep-
ing of Dogs,” was introduced and read
q first time and ordered to be read a
gsecond time on to-morrow.

pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed, and on motion of Mr. Jennings, the
RBill entitled “An Act respecting Bay
Fishery Boards,” was introduced and
read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance and Customs, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
respecting the raising of a Loan for
Naval, Military and other purposes,

RT. HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS:—In moving these
resolutions asking for the sum of Six
million dollars, I wish to point out to
the House that Five million of this
amount is to pay off a loan raised
three vears ago and due on- the 30th
of June, 1919. That loan of Five mil-
lion was for the purpose of defraying
war and railway expenses. If you
will remember three years ago a bill
for that purpose was passed in this
House. Two million was to pay off
the temporary loan in connection with
the railway and three million was, as
you know, for war purposes. A short
loan raised in the United States of
America at 5%. Now in these resolu-
tions before the House to-day you ask
for an additional sum of One million
as the five million will go to pay off
the five million that is due on June
30th. The increased expenditure will
only amount to the increase of inter-
est on that loan added to the probate

debt of the Colony. To-day you ask

only for One million in addition to the
debt of the Colony, the other is only
to pay off the debt borrowed three
years avo. The loan of one million
named in the bill is for war expendi-
tures and also for improvements to
public buildings. As you are aware,
the Government at the present time
has decided to build a wing to the Lun-
atic Asylum. This was decided last
session. This wing will cost at least
Two hundred and fifty thousand, that
we propose to take by loan. Fifty
thousand is for the addition to the
Fever Hospital, provided for in this
loan. There is a sum of Fifty thous-
and for the annex to the Board of
Works and the Court House, which job
was finished last vear. There is also
provision for Fifty thousand for the
Empire building. Part of which is
Hospital and part barracks for the
men, At the present time I think there
are forty or fifty men under treatment,
and there is fifty thousand dollars for
the addition to the Sanitarium at Bow-
cock’s Farm. Representation was
made to the Government last January
that a number of soldiers would be re-
turning and that provision should be
made for the men, that at least Two
hundred and fifty men were coming
back with Tuberculosis and it was ne-
cessary that provision should be made
immediately. Quite a number of the
men have arrived already and some
of them are under treatment at Es-
casoni. Twenty or thirty people there.
Now within a month or six weeks we
expect to have the balance of the
draft back. The intention is to provide
temporary accomodation until Bow-
cock’s Sanatarium is put in good
shape. We will notice that the rate
of interest is placed at 59%. The loan
of Five million raised in the United
States three yvears ago was at the rate
of 5%, but as you all know, the money
market has gone up since and the loan
that was raised last year we paid 6% %
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upon, but, with the war over and the
money market coming back to normal,
it is proposed that we shall raise this
loan at b5%9% at least. This is the
amount paid by the Canadian Govern-
ment in the last loan raised in Can-
ada. 1 would like to point out also
what was done with the loan of last
year. Up to-the 1st of January of the
present year, we had to the credit of
the war loan Four million five hundred
thousand and when making up the fig-
ures of the loan asked for in those re-
solutions, we first asked the Militia
Department what = was required
to pay off the  soldiers for
the current year. The Minister of Mil-
itia gave me a statement pointing out
that he hoped to have all the soldiers
demobilised and paid off, and an es-
timate of Four million seven hundred
and fifty-two thousand five hundred
dollars was asked for.

I think that in that estimate the
Minister has covered all liabilities we
will be called upon to pay, and we
found that we had about $4,5600,000 in
the bank to our credit. In fact, we
found our position better than we
thought we would, and that it would
only be necessary to find another
$200,000 to be able to meet the esti-
mates handed in by the Minister of
Militia. But to be on the safe side,
we are asking in these resolutions for
six millions of dollars—five millions
to pay off the American loan—one-
half roughly for public improvements,
and the other half to meet any out-
standing liabilities from the Militia
Department. I would also like to
point out to the Committee that the
total amount of our war bill to date
is something in the vicinity of four-
teen millions of dollars. In 1916 we
raised this American loan, and ap-
propriated three millions for war pur-
poses. Last year, 1918, we raised a
loan in Canada . and Newfoundland
totalling seven and a half millions,
and between 1916 and 1918 we bor-

rowed from the British Government
$1,866,666, or four hundred thousand
pounds. =T'hat amount we"* received
from the British Government at five
per cent. interest, and there was no
time specified in which it should be
repaid. It was only a matter of ar-'
rangement, and it would not be worth
while to raise money at 5% per cent,
to pay it back. We spent in surplus
$889,401.05. This makes a '
$13,309,467.91, and with the half mil-
lion dollars now asked for for war
purposes, makes the total something
like $14,000,000. In the estimate
handed in by the Minister of Militia, |
which is $4,472,500, he includes all
the liabilities of his department,
right up to the end of demobilisation.
He has also handed in an estimate of
pensions to be paid from the first
revenue in the future, the total of
which is something like $650,000 an-
nually. S0 in the estimates for this
vear when they are brought down

‘you will find that the House will be

asked for $650000 to pay the pen-
sions of the soldiers and sailors.

I may also state to the House that
I have no fear of raising the Iloan,
from the indications we have had, and
I believe that the loan will be taken
up promptly as soon as the necessary
legislation is passed, and that the
Government will find itself at the
end of June in position to pay off the
present loan of $5,000,000 at the cur-
rent rate of interest, and 1 don't
think we will have anything to worry
us in that direction.

With this short explanation, Mr.
Chairman, I move that the resolutions

be passed.

MR. CURRIE: Mr. Chairman,
there are just one or two points on
which I would like to have some in-
formation. Ithink the country is to
be congratulated on finding itself in
a better position than was anticipated.
Most of us thought that the loan

total of
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would be atlarge one, and I dejp’t
ihink we anticipated that there would
he so much money left over to meet
the demobilization expenses. Now,
with regard to the amount of $1,866,-
666 borrowed [rom the British Gov-
ernment. If my memory serves me
that amount was supposed to have
peen paid back out of last year’s
loan. If it is not paid back, it makes
an addition to what has already been
raised, and the House has nnt. yvet
given the Minister authority to raise
this additional amount.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER

—_The authority covers the additional
amount raised by the Government,

but does not cover the other. The
amount borrowed from the British
Government has not yet been sanc-

tioned.

MINISTER OF FINANCE: It was
not stated in this House that this
amount must be paid back out of
last vear’'s loan. The British Govern-
ment loaned us that amount indefin-
itely, and as I pointed out before, it
would not be a wise policy to raise
this amount at 5 1-2 per cent to pay it
back to the British Government, from
whom we are getting it at 5 per cent
for an indefinite time. That was one
of the principal reasons why we did
not pay it off.

MR. CURRIE:—I am not referring
to that point, but to the point of au-
thority to raise this additional
amount. There is no question of the
propriety of raising the amount, or
the advisability of not paying it back
at present, but the Minister has no
authority in the Ihatter, and 1 think
he should protect himself.

MINISTER OF FINANCE:
sufficiently protected, I have

monev
MR. CURRIE:

Minister comes in and repudiates it?

I am
the

But suppose a new

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—That is
none of my business.
MR. CURRIE:—It is the business

of the country though.

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—With
me it is a case of sitting content. 1
h&ve the money, and if anybody is to

do any worrying, it is the British
Government.
MR. CURRIE:—That is all very

well, but it won’t satisfy the House,
and Ithink we should see that it is
done properly, and I am glad of the
Prime Minister’s assurance that the
proper authority will be giv{n.

. Now, the Minister goes on to
that he has no fear of raising the
loan. Are we to infer from that it is
already arranged? 1Is part of the
loan to be raised locally. The Min-.
ister has not given us any idea as
to his intentions.

MINISTER OF FINANCE: — It
would be much cheaper to raise the
money in the TUnited States than
either in Canada or Newfoundland,
even at the same price, because the
rate of exchange is now at least two
and three-eights. Therefore, we will
not raise any more than one million
in Newfoundland. |

say

MR. CURRIE:—What terms has
the Minister been offered?
MINISTER OF FINANCE:—I have

not made any arrangement, but will
ask for tenders both in Canada and

the United States for the loan of
five millions. Of course we have had
offers.

MR. CURRIE:—There is another
matter I would like to have inform-
ation about, and that is in connection
with the expenditure for public build-
ings, $50,000. That 1 suppose includes
repairs heating, etc.?

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—It in-
cludes the fitting up of the hospital
inside and the instruments imported
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by the doctors in charge of the hos-
pital.
MR. CURRIE:—It seems to me =a

large amount.
MINISTER OF FINANCE: — But
we had to pay $12,000 for the build-

ing, before we made‘’any improve-
ment whatever.
MR. CURRIE:—I think it would

have been much better to have built
a wing on the General Hospital. The
building down there is not suitable
for a hospital, it is not light or airy
and is damp, or at least would be
damp but for the fires that are kept
going there. The accommodation at
the General Hospital is far from suf-
ficient. .There are at present about
eighty patients awaiting admission
there, and I think it would have been
much wiser on the part of the Gov-
ernment to have improved and en-
larged the General Hospital.
MINISTER OF FINANCE:—One of
the principal reasons why the Gov-
ernment purchased that property 1is
the fact that it is right next to some
of the principal places on Water St.,
where the importation of the Colony
is done, and it is the intention in the
future to turn it intéd a bond store.
We are at present cramped for room.
MR. CURRIE: — PFifty thousand
dollars is rather a large amount to
spend for making a place ready for

a bond store.
MINISTER OF FINANCE :—Fifty

thousand dollars to-day is not what

it was twenty years ago.

MR. CURRIE:—I know that, but
when the Empire Building was bought
for twelve thousand dollars, an addi-
tional expenditure of four or five
thousand dollars would have been
sufficient to fit the place up, instead
of spending fifty
was twenty or thirty thousand dollars
wasted.

MR. CURRIE:—From what 1 can
gather it is not strong enough to suit

thousand. There’
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the purpose the Minister intends to

use it for.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
The instruments and equipment gen-
erally for the hospital, I understand,
cost between twelve and fifteen thous-

and dollars.

MR. CURRIE:—Do you think that"

a much better purpose would be

served if this amount was used to-
Hos-

wards enlarging the General
pital? I think it would be well and
interesting for an explanation
the Minister of Militie, I asked some
time ago for a statement of the ex-
penditure incurred on the
Building, but the only information 1
have received to date is that the pur-

chase price was twelve thousand dol-
eight thousand dollars to Mr.

lars;
Ellis, the contractor, and three thous-
and four hundred and fifty dollars to
Moore & Company for heating and
plumbing. There is still in the
neighborhood of over twenty-five
thousand dollars unaccounted for. 1
would like to have, if possible, the
details from the Minister of Militia.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
Of course, that is only an estimate of

fifty thousand dollars as well as we

have estimated that it will cost four
million dollars to cover the work of

demobilisation.
MR. CURRIE:—Does that
the Navy as well as the Army?

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
Right up to the end of demob- |

Yes.
ilisation.

MR. CURRIE:—As far as the Hos-
pital equipment is concerned 1 believe
the Government could have

better advised.
ment I am open for correction.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:

You must remember that part of that

building is being occupied as a bar-
racks.

from

Empire

include

been
In making this state-

On arrival of men from time
to time they are housed there and
within the next six weeks there will
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be between 1800 and 2000 men arrive
here. And if you had any interest in
the place you wouldn’t be asking
such questions.

MR. CURRIE:—I did not get much
time to see it, as I work all night
and sleep at day time.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
Well then you should not be fault-
finding. ‘

MINISTER OF MILITIA: — Mr.
gpeaker, I am not responsible for the
estimate of $50,000. I have no know-
ledge of it. It was arranged entirely
by the Government. The Empire
building was purchased by the Govern-
ment last fall after a very strict en-
guiry and search made for suitable

housing of the men for the winter, as

it was found that the rinks were im-
practicable for the men as winter bar-
racks. In company with the District
Commanding Officer, Major Mont-
gomerie, I visited every likely place
in the city, for the purpose of making
a temporary barracks. Each place
that we considered had its disadvan-
tages. Eventually the Empire build-
ing was offered to the Government.
The purchase price was $12,000. The
Superintendent of Public Works was
asked to visit the place and report as
to its suitability, His report and the
report of others, including doctors and
military men of authority, pronounced
it suitable for the purpose intended.
At that time the intention was to use
it as a barracks for the winter, as the
anticipations were that the war would
last much longer and that the men
would be in barracks for many months
to come. Preparations were then got
under way to fit it up, but as the place
was not considered adequate to meet
the requirements at the time, it was
decided to build an annex sufficiently
large to meet all future requirements.
This annex was built and before com-
pletion the Armistice came, and there
was no further necessity of consider-
ing it from the standpoint of a bar-

racks. The question then of hospital
accomodation became acute. It was
decided to fit up the annex entirely
as an hospital to cope with the situa-
tion. Accordingly, the Government
entered into a contract with Contrac-
tor Ellis to have the place fitted up as
an hospital capable of accommodating
seventy-five patients. Considerable
delay was experienced in getting the
necessary medical appliances here, but
the hospital when fitted up and fin-
ished will contain all the appliances
of an up-to-date hospital for the treat-
ment of returned soldiers who are in-
capacitated. There is no accommoda-
tion at present available at the Gen-
eral Hospital, while at the Empire
building we have ample accommoda-
tion for all the surgical and hospital
cases. However, there are a number
of cases that really require treatment
at the Hospital and sanitorium treat-
ment, but the difficulty is to get the
men to go there. We cannot force the
men and the only way we have of
penalizing them for refusing treat-
ment is to reduce their pensions. I .
have sufficient information from the
other side to show that a large num-
ber of men will be coming home with-
in the next month or two, and we must
be prepared to accommodate them
when they arrive. I have no know-
ledge what the cost of the building is,
or what it is likely to cost when it is
completed. The building is being fit-
ted up by the Public Works Depart-
ment under the direction of Major
Parsons. The cost of the eletrical ap-
paratus and massage instruments, etc.,
was $4,000. The building will be use-
ful after the military matters are fin-
ished and even if kept there to be used
in case of emergency. Every member

of the House is aware of the epidemic
of influenza that broke out last fall,
and the Seamen’s Institute had to be
acquired. However, I do not know
whether the Government intends usir:g
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it as an emergency hospital later on
or not. |

MR. CURRIE:—In answer to a
question asked by me the Minister of
Public Works informed me that the
place was controlled entirely by the
Departfent of Militia.

MINISTER OF MILITIA:—Yes, we
are paying the bill, but the work of
erecting the building is being done
under the superintendence of the
Public Works Department.

MR. CURRIE:—What do you know
about the contract with Mr. Ellis?

MINISTER OF MILITIA:—1I have
no knowledge of any contract. In
fact, the matter was not brought for-
ward in detail before my Department
at all. I was instructed by the Gov-
ernment that Contractor . Ellis had
been engaged to do the work.

THE HONOURABLE THE PRIME
MINISTER:—I would like to point
~ out to the honourable gentleman that
the provision for the application of
the loan is perfectly general. There
is no specific purpose as to any loan
from the British Government.

MR. CURRIE:—I was not speaking
as to the loan. It is the authority
about which I am speaking.

THE PRIME MINISTER:—I must
point c€ut the authority is contained
in the text.

MR. CURRIE:—I understand that
but that only applies to the loan for
One Million and not to the loan for
One Million Six Hundred Thousand.
I do not understand the taking by
1his House the authority for the rais-
ing of this one. * |

THE PRIME MINISTER:
that covers them both.

MR. CURRIE:

But

Are vyou = taking
authority on that? 1 really cannot
see it. You have also taken authority
to deal with the Eight Hundred
Thousand. You have borrowed an
amount for which the Government or
;a,t least the Colony is not legally re-

sponsible. Why the Government may
repudiate it. The British Government
gives the loan but you take the au-
thority to raise it.

THE PRIME MINISTER: — The

principle is really just and the Brit-

ish Government is a sufficient pro-
tection. We are fully satisfied and
the British Government is not

troubled at all about it. This House
finds itself in a position to raise this
loan at five per cent. It would be
unwise to go elsewhere with the
markets as high as they are. If the
British Government wished us to do
so they would say so. |
MR. CURRIE:—I think the Prim
ought to see that the principle 1s
wrong. The Government is raising
the money wrongly. :
THE PRIME MINISTER:—Why is
this Honourable Gentleman so much
concerned when both the parties are
satisfied. A part of the money is
borrowed for war purposes and I un-
derstand that it would be paid some
time and the Legislature is behind it.
It seems to me to be putting the Brit-
ish Government in a wrong position.
MR. CURRIE:—Let us hope they
are to be paid. That is not the proper
way of doing business. Is not your
power from a common-sense point of
view and your principle wrong? The
Governor in Council could borrow
only with the Legislature’s authority.
MR. CURRIE:—May I ask a ques-
tion about that sum fifty thousand

dollars? What is that supposed to
cover?

MINISTER OF MILITIA:—That
covers educational and vocational

training and the support of these men
who are undergoing training.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the' Resolutions without amendment
and recommended that a Bill be in-
troduced to give effect to the same.
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On motion this Report was receiv-
ed and adopted and the Bill entitled
“«An Act to Authorise the Raising of
a Sum of Money by Loan for Naval,
Military and other Purposes”  was
then read a first time and ordered to
be redd a second time on tomorrow.

pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs, Supply was granted to His
Majesty.

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Colon-
ial Secretary to lay on the Table of
the House all correspondence re-
ceived or sent out by his department
in connection with the dismissal of
Captain William Bartlett of the
dredge Priestman and all correspond-
ence containing any complaints
against the said Capt. Bartlett re-
ceived by his department.

Mr. Piccott asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to lay on the

_Table of the House all correspondence

. received or sent out by his depart-
ment in connection with the dismissal
of Capt. William Bartlett of the
dredge Priestman and all correspond-
ence containing any complaints
against the said Capt. Bartlett re-
ceived by his department.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs gave notice that he would
on tomorrow move the House into
Committee of the Whole on Supply.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises, it adjourn un-
til tomorrow, Tuesday, at three of the
clock in the afternoon.
- The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

s TUESDAY, April 22nd.
The House opened at 3.30, pursuant
to adjournment.

MR. TARGETT:—I beg to present
a petition, Mr. Speaker, from the peo-
ple of Whiteway to Dildo in the Dis-
trict of Trinity, asking that Whistle
Boys be placed on Hant’s Harbor

Rock and on Salvage Rock. These
rocks are very dangerous to motor
boats. Formerly they were not so
great a danger, because the schoon-
ers could keep a few miles off from
land, but the motor boats, which come
close to the land, find these very dan-
gerous, especially in foggy weather,
The petition is signed by about 400
electors, and 1 trust the Government
will see its way clear (o place these
bpoys there. I would ask that the
petition be referred to the Depart-
ment to which it relates.

MR. DOWNEY:—I beg to present a
petition from the people in the vicin-
ity of Bay of Islands, asking for the
sum of $200, to complete a branch
road which was started about three
vears ago. The people of this local-
ity go in very largely for farming,
and practically all the land available
at present is under cultivation. The
people require an extension to the
road system, and as the request is a
most reasonable one, 1 trust the Gov-
ernment will see that it is attended
to. Also a petition from the certain
residents in the vicinity of (Codroy,
asking for the sum of $250 to com-
plete a road to Northwest Cove. This

-is a peculiar petition, or rather, it has

peculiar characteristics. The people
have in the past all been farmers, but
on account of the difficulty in market-
ing their products and the high tariff
they have been forced to give up farm-
ing and revert to-the fishery. Some
of those who have signed this petition
have worked forty and fifty acre
farms, but have reverted to the fish-
ery and have a couple of traps in thg
water during the past two seasons.
This coast is sadly deficient in natur-
al bharbors, and Northwest Cove Iis
about the only shelter near there.
The people are asking for a road to
this Northwest Cove, and I trust that
the Government will see its way
clear to grant their request. 1 would
ask that these petitions be received
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and referred to the Department of
Public Works.

MR. WINSOR:—I beg to present a
petition from the inhabitants of Gam-
bo, asking for a branch railway from
Gambo to the Straits Shore. Also a
petition from the inhabitants of Val-
leyfield and Flat Islands regarding
the Bay steamer service. Also a
petition from the people of Alexander
Bay asking that a Government sur-
veyor be sent there to settle a boun-
dary dispute. I would ask that these
petitions be received and referred to
the departments to which they relate.

His Honor the Speaker informed
the House that he had received a
message from the Legislative Council
acquainting the House of Assembly
that they had passed the Bill sent up
entitled “An Act Defraying the Ex-
penses of the General Election to be
Held Dupring the Present Year.”

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Mr. Piccott gave notice of question,

The Honorable Minister of Finance
and Customs tabled a statement of
the current account for year ended
June 30th, 1918, statement of Public
Debt to June 30th, 1918, Surplus
Trust Account, 1918, and Death Duties
Account, 1917-1918.

On motion of the Hon. Minister of
Finance and Customs the House then
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of the
Committee.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS: — Mr. Chairman,
On the desk of each Honorable
Member is a copy 'of the booklet
of the Estimates for the coming
fiscal year, and I will deal with it,
page by page.

By reference to the summary on
page 3, it will be seen that the total
estimates for 1919-20 amount to,
roughly, $6,987,975. or in round fig-

ures, seven million dollars, against
$5,397,519, or say, roundly, $5,400,000
for the current fiscal year. This rep-
resents an addition of $1,600,000 in
the expenditure for the coming year.

The most important items therein °
are, an increase of, say $650.000 for
War Pensions; an increase of about
$400,000 in the pay of the civil ser-
vants, as a result of the decision of !
the Government last autumn to in-
crease the same as from the first of
July last; an increase of $100,000 for
education; an increase of $80,000 for
interest on the new loan; and the
other increases represent the addi-
tional cost of maintenance of public
institutions, etc. .

On page 4 will be found the state-
ment of the various items of the
Public Debt of the Colony and t{he
Interest thereon. We have tp make
provision this year for an additional
$25,000, being one half per cent. on
the five millions that would be raised.
in New York to pay off the Morris
loan of three years ago, and of $55,-
000, being 5% per cent. on the extra
million we are raising now, a total
of $80,000 altogether.

On page 5 will be found the sum-
mary of the several heads included
under Civil Government, the details
of which come on subsequent pages.
Glancing down these it will be seen
that the increases are those which
result from the Government’s decis-
ion to add a bonus to the salaries of
the wvarious public officials included
therein.

The only noteworthy departure 1
from the general increase, by per-
centages, is in relation to the judges
of the Supremp Court. They -present-
ed a memorial to the Government
recently pointing out that in all the
Oversea possessions of the British
Crown, the Nfld. judiciary was the
poorest paid. They set out the fig-
ures of the salaries given to Federal =
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and Provincial judges in Canada, expenses of the High Commissioner’s
qouth Africa, Australia and New Department, $2,250; an increase in

Zealand, and this showed that no-
where were the salaries less than
$7,000 for a chief justice, and $6,000
tor an assistant judge. Accordingly,
the Government, in view of this fact,
telt constrained to depart in this par-

ticular from the general principle,
and put their salaries at the same

rate as those of corresponding offi-
cials elsewhere.
The first item to which I would

direct attention, under the heading
of Civil Government, is that of High
Commissioner on page 9. During the
year the Government decided to
create a High Commissioner in Lon-
don and was fortunate enough to in-
duce Sir Edgar Bowring to accept the
office, he undertaking it on condition
that there should be no salary at-
tached to it We had, however, to
provide him with a proper staff; and
the officials named therein, and the
salaries set opposite to them, are
those which he himself suggested,
and which are considered to be only
reasonable in view of the cost of liv-
ing in London at the present time,

The next item is that of the Board
of Pension Commissioners. The staff
therein provided is that recommend-
ed by the Auditor General as being
essential for the proper carrying out
of the work, which is of a peculiarly
detailed and complicated character,
and will involve the creation and
maintenance of records of every man
and woman who went overseas in the
army, navy and auxiliary forces, and
that may have to be under constant

reference for the next fifty or sixty
yvears

On the ensuing pages there are
some trifling additions for sundries,
but nothing important enough to call
for detailed explanation, until we
come to page 12, where it will be seen
that provision is made for the office

the cost of fuel and light for publiec
buildings of about $8,000; and an in-
crease in the item of insurance and
keepers of public buildings of, say
$4,000, due to additional insurance
having to be provided.

On page 14 and 15, under the head-
ing of Pensions, it will be seen that
we have retired some nine officials
of various grades, whose total allow-
ances will amount to about $3.600,
but pensions dropped during the past
year somewhat exceeded that amcunt,
so there will be, on this heading, an
actual decrease of $964.

On page 17 it will be seen that we
have provided an additional clerk in
the Supreme Court, in the person of
Mr. Robert Alsopp, a returned soldier,
who had been attached to the Court
for many years until he volunteered,
after which he returned severely
wounded. The other increases on this
page are due to the bonuses and to
minor additions for subsidiary ser-
vices, as will be seen by reference to
the detailed figures on that page. In
the Department of Deeds and Com-
panies, we have provided a typist at
$600, this being the only change on
that page, except that arising from
the bonuses. It is the same on pages
19 and 20, except that there are some
additions to the votes for the various
subsidiary services. The same ex-
planation applies to the Fire Depart-
ment, on page 21, increase to the
men and additions for the mainten-
ance and upkeep, representing $20,-
000 in excess of last year.

The only item under the head of
Penitentiary that appears to call for
reference, is that relating to mater-
ial for brooms, etc., increased from
$25,000 to $30,000, an addition due to
the greater cost of materials ahroad,
from which the brooms have to be
made.
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‘Regarding Court Houses and jails,
local constables, and miscellaneous,
the explanation is the same.

The vote for legislation is un-
changed, except that there is a small
addition to the salary of the Librar-
lan, and one also for the keeper oi
the building.

For education we have  provided
an addition of practically $100,000,
which is being distributed in the
form of grants to Boards, to sparsely
populated localities, to Higher Edu-
cation, to augmentation of teachers’
salaries, to colleges, and to inspec-
tion. |

We next turn to Public Charities.
The salaries have been increased in
the same proportion as in other in-
stances, and the maintenance of the
public institutions, too, has called for
an increase owing to the high cost
of all the requirements essential
therein. Thus, the relief of the poor
vote has gone up from $268,000 to
$315,000; the Lunatic Asylum from
$84,000 to 103,000; the General Hos-
pital from $105,000 to $135,000; the
Poor Asylum from $28,000 to $35,000;
Public Health service, city and out-
ports, from $63,000 to $79,000; and
the Fever Hospital by $3,000.

The vote for the lighthouse service
on page 40, shows an increase of
roughly, $30,000, $17,000 being repre-
sented by the addition to the salaries
due to the recent bonus, and $12,000
to the increase in maintenance of all
these institutions around our sea-
board.

The Department of Agriculture and
Mines shows an increase of $7,600,
$2,000 being represented by the in-
creased cost of supplies for the sur-
veying parties during the summer
months; $1,500 for expenses under
the Forest Fire Act, $1,400 for inspec-
tors under the Logging Act and $5,000
for the fire patrol committee.

Under the heading of Marine and

Fisheries on page 54, there are some
small additions to salaries. I might
explain that the figures at the foot
of the first column are typographical
errors.

On page 55, Roads and Bridges,
there is an increase of about a thous-
and dollars in the provision for main
line roads, $300 in salaries, and $11,-
000 for ferries.

We next come to Postal and Tele- =

graphs, page 63. The Postal Depart-
ment shows an increase of $60,000 in
round figures, largely represented
by the bonus to officials, $15,000 how-
ever being additional for courier
routes, all of which were done by
contract, and $4,000 for provision of
uniforms for the officials.

For steam subsidies we provide an
increase of $145,000. The details of
the increased provision for steam
subsidies will be found on page 94,
and, in the main, is self-explanatory.

On page 95 will be found the fig-
ures for the Telegraph Department.
They show increases in the Saint
John’s office of $10,000; for operators
omtside St. John's say $20,000; office
allowance $1,000: maintenance $1,000,
telephones $4,000, to provide for ad-
ditional telephones in various out-
ports, and $35,000 special improve-
ment. of western lines relates to a
proposed substantial addition to the
telegraph system to cover the Burin
Peninsula section. '

We next coge to the Customs De-
partment, page '104, showing an in-
crease of $52,000 altogether. A large
portion of this is represented by the
increased salaries of officials in the
city and the outports, with an extra
$1,000 for contingencies in St. John’s,
and the same for contingencies in the
outports, while the percentage on
duties, which forms part of the pay
of the outport officials, is increased
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by $3,400.. Similarly, the preventive
service shows an increase of $1,200;
miscellaneous, an increase of $5,000;
and refunds an increase of $3,000.

On page 133 will be found the de-
tail of the new service war pensions,
representing in all $656,000.

On page 114 is an item of additional
estimates, representing $41,000 for
the Lighthouse Department, this ap-
plying to special work which it is
prnpnsed to undertake to some 28
stations altogether, and part of which
we propose to pay out of the propos-
' ed new loan.

If there are any additional particu-
lars desired by Hon. gentlemen, I
shall be very glad to furnish the same
at our next sitting, and as the com-
mittee has only had these papers for
an hour or so, I would move that the
committee rise, report progress, and
ask leave to sit again Thursday.

Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to-sit
again on tomorrow,

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on tomorrow.

Notice of Question.

Mr. Currie asked the Minister of
Militia to lay on the Table of the
House a statement, of expenditures
under the heading of Re-establish-
ment to date, including salaries paid
to Vocational Officer and other offi-
cials.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY:—
This informaton is being prepared.

Order of the Day.

Pursuant to order and on motion,
the Bill entitled “An Act Respecting

Documentary Evidence and Extra
Judicial Oaths” was read a second

time and ordered to be referred to a

- thing more than five
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Committee of the Whole House on to-
morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion,
the Bill entitled “An Act to Amend 61
Victoria (1898) Chapter 18, entitled,
‘An Act Respecting the Department of
Justice,” was read a second time and
ordered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion,
the Bill entitled “An Act to Amend
Chapter 141 of the Consolidated
Statutes—~of- Newfoundland (second
series) entitled ‘Of the Keeping of
Dogs’” was read a second time and
ordered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion,
the second reading of the Bill entitled
“An Act Respecting Bay Fishery
Boards” was deferred until tomorrow.

“An Act to Authorize the Raising
of a Sum of Money by Loan for Naval
Military and other Purposes.”

MR. CURRIE:—] would like to
point out that Section 2 of this Bill
gives the Government practically un-
limited authority in its expenditure.
A loan bill is supposed to point out
for what purpose the money is to be
raised, but there is no such state-
ment here. It merely states in a gen-
eral way that the money is for naval
and military uses and for public
works, and that would cover any-
thing the Government might like to
do with it. Now the custom has al-
ways been to definitely state the
purpose and the amount, and I think
the Minister ought to be more par-
ticular in specifying just what this
money is to be used for.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:
—It is quite clear that at least five
millions is for a defnite purpose. As
a matter of fact, it will take some-
: millions fto
clear off the debt due in New York
on the 30th of June. I have no obn-
jection to state more clearly just
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what works the other money is for,
but I don’t think it is desirable to
state the exact amount that we should
have for military and naval purposes,
nor do I think it necessary to go into
great detail regarding any of these
expenditures. We have had loans for
telegraph purposes, but not for speci-
fic telegraphs, and we have had
loans for lighthouses, but not for any
specifc lighthouses. However, 1 think
the Minister is quite willing to meet
as far as possible the point raised by
the Honorable Member.

MINISTER OF FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS:—I think I made it pretty
clear yesterday as to what exact pur-
poses this money is to be used for.
We have sufficient money on hand to
pay our war loan, minus $196,000, or
roughly $200,000. Well, take from the
million $500,000 for war purposes
and this $200,000 which we are short,
and add to that the amount we will
be short in raising the loan in New
York at par. The exchange will be
at least 2 per cent., perhaps three or
three and a half. Add to this $50,000
for the proposed wing to the Launatic
Asylum, $50,000 for building the new
barracks and hosptal in the BEast End,
$50,000 for a new wing to the Fever
Hospital, $50,000 for Beaucock’s Farm
and $50,000 for the annex to the
Board of Works and Court House,
and I think the million dollars is
pretty well accounted for. In fact, I
think that we are running it rather
fine.

MR. CURRIE :—If the Minister will
look up the previous accounts for ex-
ample, he will find that one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars was voted
for the new poor house, which was
never built. 1 think the Minister
ought to be in a position to come in
here and specify exactly what he
wants the money for. As the section
is now, he has wunlimited power to
spend these monies for any purpose
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&
whatever. I think the Minister ought

to know what he wants and -exactly
what he wants it for. 4

THE RT. HON. THE MINISTER
FINANCE AND CUSTOMS:—But you
have the estimates; that is enough.

On motion of the Hon. Minister of
Finance and Customs the Bill wasg
read a secénd time and ordered to be
referred to a Committee of the Whﬂl_
House on tomorrow. |
The Hon. Colonial Secretary ta,blr
the report of Births, Deaths and
Marriages. |

The House then adjourned un

tomorrow at 3 o’clock. |

WEDNESDAY, April 23rd.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursua.nt to a.djourn-
ment,

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND )
FISHERIES:—Mr. Speaker, 1 ask
leave to present a petition from the in-
habitaonts of New Chelsea in the dis-
trict of Trinity in connection with rail-
way extension. I have presented a
number of petitions already on this
same subject and it is not necessary
for me to enter any further.into the
matter. I also wish to present a pe :
tition from the inhabitants of Snook’s
Harbour asking that telephone con-
nection be given them. The petition-
ers ask that Snook’s Harbour, Elliott’s
Cove and Foster’s Point be connected
by telegraph with Lady Cove.

The petition is a reasonable one and
contains the signatures of a number
of people living in that settlement.
hope the government will see its way
clear to grant the request of the pe-
titioners, as the petition is largely
signed and includes the signatures of
Rev. Edward Darby, B. L. Loder an
others. 1 also ask leave to present g
petition from the inhabitants of Haart
Content on the subject of a road. e
sum of $200 is asked to-be devoted for
this purpose. I give the petition my
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hearty support and I shall now ask
that it be handed over to the depart-
ment to which it relates.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the in-
habitants of Oderin in Placentia Bay
on the subject matter of telegraph com
munication. Oderin is an Island and a
very important settlement in the dis-
trict of Placentia and one of the larg-
est fishing settlements on the western
side of Placentia Bay. It is an im-
portant centre_inasmuch as it has a
Magistracy, Sub-Collector and a Par-
ish Priest stationed there. It is not
only an important fishing settlement
put a great centre for bait and if tele-
eraph connection was established for

four or five miles it would be money

well spent. After all the expenditure
of public moneys increases the earning
power of the people and develops our
industries and any government knows
that. I might also point out that this
is not the first time that this matter
has been petitioned about in this
House. As far back as 1912 and 1913
the Government of the day at that time
promised telegraph  connection to
Oderin as well as to other settlements.
Since then nothing was done from
year to year, so this year the people
concerned are petitioning for either
telegraph or telephone communication.
There are about twenty settlements
that require this communication and
are suffering considerable inconven-
ience by being without it. The people
on that side of the Bay around Rushoon
have been clamouring
connection, and I think that the erec-
tion of a telephone at Baine Harbour
would fill the bill for that place. St.
Joseph’s and Paradise Sound also need
such facilities. Paradise Sound
is one of the greatest bait centres in
the Island. Almost at any season of
the year bait fishes can be secured
there, but owing to lack of telegraph
communication the country has lost
hundreds of thousands of dollars. I
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nave seen a great amount of bankers
from the South West Coast, from For-
tune Bay, Grand Bank and Burin dis-
trict, at times when bait was not to
be had and with no assurance where
it could be had, trying to get into com-
munication with the particular place
mentioned, but owing to lack of com-
munication it was impossible to get
information.

The indraft at Paradise Sound is a
long one and very often bankers find
on arrival there that they are detain-
ed for three or four weeks at a loss
of hundreds of dollars to the revenue
of the Colony. I think that the Gov-
ernment would be spending money
well if they took into consideration
the question of telegraph erection at
these settlements. Arnold’s Cove is
another important settlement in need
of telegraph communication. A couple
of years ago the people there actually
cut the poles themselves at their own
expense and promised to give assist-
ance at their erection to any men who
would be sent from the Telegraph De-
partment; but up to now the Govern-
ment have not taken the matter seri-
ously. The poles that were cut were
left on the ground until they decayed
and rendered unfit for the purpose
they were intended for; they were
taken away and used as firewood.

Another important settlement is
Long Harbor, the people of which
place are again asking for communi-
cation. A year ago I submitted a com-
munication to the Government anent
this matter and an estimate was made
by the Postmaster General and Sup-
erintendent Stott that the work would
cos $1,000 and that the matter was up
for tender. I undersand that nothing
was done after by the Government.
Long Harbor, like Paradise Sound, is
an important bait centre and during
the last year or two the Gorton Pew
Company opened a branch there for
packing herring. Almost at any sea-
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son of the year bait is to be had there,

but owing to lack of telegraph com-
munication, the Fall fishery is hamp-
ered and the revenue looses a consid-
erable amount.

Along the Cape Shore, a distance of
about forty miles, there are eight or
ten fishing settlements without tele-
graph communication and people have
to travel a distance of twenty-eight
miles very often to Placentia if they
want to have any telegraphing done
for them. 1 have been advocating
from time to time that telephone and
telegraph extension could be easily
established at a minimum of cost
apart from the advantages and valu-
able information derived by the fish-
ermen from time to time. During the
while 1 have had the honour to rep-
resent the District of Placentia in this
House many cases have come under
my notice in which valuable losses
could have been saved to the country
if we had telegraph communication
established at the places above men-
tioned. I have in my minds eye now
cases in which serious accidents oc-
curred with fatal results. 1 remem-
ber one case distinctly where death
could have been avoided if a medical
man could be communicated with.

Also in St. Mary's Bay several
places have been clamouring for a
considerable time fﬂrﬁ@eIEgraph con-
cnetion. Petitions have been frequ-
ently presented to this House year in
and year out on the same subject
matter, but there the matter ended.
I think that these twenty important
settlements in the District that I have
the honor to represent are entitled to
have telephone connection, and I
think that possibly from twenty to
thirty thousand dollars would be suf-
ficient to cover the work involved.
They require fifty thousand dollars
for the establishment of these offices.
I think the Government would be
fully justified and open to much less
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criticism if an expenditure of f
thousand was provided for in the Kg
timates for the improvement of th
telegraph service. Then two hundre
and fifty thousand dollars wo 1
cover the whole Island. I do no
think there is any room for seriou
criticism. 1 trust, not like severa
other petitions, they will receive the
careful consideration of the Colonia
Secretary and the. matter will be tak
en up seriously and the (Governmen
will make provision for good connee
tions either by telegraph or telephone,
I, therefore, have much pleasure fi
presenting this petition. b

MR. PICCOTT:—I have much pleas-
ure in endorsing the petition so aby

put by my honorable friend, 1r,
Walsh, and I am sure it shall meet
with approval. I have seen him

plead with the Government on whose
side there is a member who proclaims
himself to be the Fishermen’s Friend.
I haye recollections of t member
who sat in the same seat which I my-
self occupy today. He was always
associated with anything that was be
ing done for the fishermen. He must
see to the petitions which come from
the fishermen of this Bay. 1 knov
what Mr. Walsh is speaking about
I have been up this Bay considerably
any many fishermen of this part of
the Island have been laboring under
difficulties which other parts of ;_-.‘.
Island have not had to face. Some
time ago the Gorton Pew Fisheries
Company started a factory for the
Scotch cure of herring at Long Har-
bor. Then I brought the matter be-
fore the members of the District and
requested them to get a telegraph
office in that place which we needed.
And I have been pleading with those
in authority ever since, especially the
Postmaster General. The result was
that we found it impossible to d¢
business there. I "think we spen
something like seventy-five thousant
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dollars in cold cash when we started
out there. This meant quite an in-
come to the fishermen of that place
who catch fish there.

I had to withdraw our business be-
cause of the impossibility+#0 do busi-
ness owing to telegraphic communi-
cations. I received letters from  our
people in Gloucester commenting upon
the inconvenience of telegraphic com-
munication of no kind being at Long
Harbour and the utter impossibility of
carrying on our business. They gave
me instructions to make preparations
for the taking away of our plant, We
cannot afford to lose seventy-five
thousand dollars and we cannot af-
ford to do so just for the want of the
facilities for carrying on Dbusiness.
We did our best to inform the Gov-
ernment of the conditions of things
and I went further and communicated
with the Post Master General and he
wrote back putting up a proposition
saying if I would pay the cost of the
poles and the messages afterwards
something would be done. If a Gov-

ernment cannot afford to do that there -

is not much encouragement. And I am
sure the Hon. Mr, Walsh has been
doing his best for his fishermen and if
this petition is acceded to, I will be
abie to clap him on the back. It is im-
possible for Mr. Walsh to do every-
thing, and if the Government makes a
move in the right direction we will
see what good there can be done as
will also others, who do not know the
needs of the fishermen of this country.
‘I support the petition.

MR. MOORE:—I have a petition
from the fishermen of Renews in the
District of Ferryland. They ask for
the allocation of a sum of money to
be expended on the construction of a
road from the south side to the rail-
way station. Quite frquently they

have tp come over from the south
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side and if this road is built they will
be helped out considerably. I would
ask to have this petition sent to the
Minister of Public Works and trust
he will do all in his power to have
something done before the Fall.

Mr. Piccott gave notice of question.

Mr. Grimes gave notice that he
would on tomorrow ask leave to in-
troduce a Bill to amend the Weights
and Measures Act. ki

On motion of the Minister of Mar-
ine and Fisheries the Bill “An Aect
Further to Amend the Act 10 Edward
VII. (1910) Chapter 29, entitled ‘An
Act respecting the Constitution and
Establishment of the Game and In-
land Fisheries Board,’” was stricken
from the order paper.

Mr. Currie asked Hon. the Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay upon
the Table of the House a statement
in detail showing the services render-
ed by Sir P. T. McGrath for the
amount of one thousand dollars paid
him during the past year on account
of investigating fishery problems,
1914-1915.

MINISTER OF FINANCE & CUS.
TOMS:—Four years ago there was a
commission appointed from each
branch of the Legislature to inquire
into the fisheries of the Colony, and
Mr. McGrath was appointed Secretary
of the Commission. He kept all the
records and was in charge of the meet-
ings and convened them all. I think
Mr. Piccott was Minister of Marine and
Fisheries at that time, and he will
bear me out,.

MR. CURRIE:—Why
amount not paid in 1915?

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—Because
it was not asked for.

MR. CURRIE:—Was
amount previously paid?

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—No, this
is the total.

MR. PICCOTT:—As the Honourable
Minister has brought my name into

was the

there any
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the matter, I would like to say a few
words regarding it. I was Minister
at the time, but I was not in the coun-
try when Sir Patrick, then Mr, Mc-
Grath was appointed to this Commis-
sion, nor was I in the country when
the Commission was sitting. After I
came back I found that the Department
of Marine & Fisheries had been ig-
nored in the matter., I spoke to the
Prime Minister, and I spoke also to
the Minister of Finance & Customs,
and I was informed on inquiry that
Mr. McGrath had been paid something
like $600 on account, and that it
should have gone on until now with-~
out the balance having been paid is
something mysterious.

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—I don’t
think it is usual to go out and look for
people to take money that may be due
them. I think it is enough to pay
them when they look for it. I have
seen payments made after three years.

Mr. Currie asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay upon
the table of the House a statement
showing the cost of raising the loan
of $7.543,400.00 of last year and the
price at which it was floated.

Mr. Piccott asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries for details of
the expenditure of $49,395.80 listed in
the report of the Auditor General un-
der Section 33 (b) of the Audit Act

under heading of Marine and Fisher-

ies for S.S. Fiona.
Pursuant to order and on motion of

Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act respecting Documentary Evi-
dence and Extra-Judical Oaths.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-

mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had passed
the Bill without amendment.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow. :

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House
reslved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend 61 Victoria (1898) Chap-
ter 18, entitled ‘An Act respecting the
Department of Justice'.” i

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. -_

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee, |

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass-
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a thir time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend Chapter 141 of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Newfoundland
(Second Series) entitled ‘Of the Keep-
ing of Dogs'.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Committee of the Whole on Bill re-
garding the Keeping of Dogs.

MR. JENNINGS:—Mr. Chairman,
while this matter is before the House,
I thought I might mention something

that has a bearing on it, and which

was brought to my notice just a little
before I came along here. Under the
Local Affairs Act, outport districts have
the right to make regulations regard-
ing the keeping of dogs, but it has
been found on inquiry by the people
of Twillingate, that when it gets right

down to a fine point, while they can

make regulations they have no power
to enforce them or no authority to
enforce them. The road board made
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certain regulations and when these
were broken they found they had no
quthority to inflict a fine. Now the
people of Twillingate are not satis-
fied with the regulations under the
old Statutes, and would like to make
their own regulations. 1 don't know
if it is possible to do anything for
them in the matter, but I have been
speaking to the Deputy Minister of
Justice, and he is of opinion that the
laws as they stand are practically
unworkable, and unless something
was done there would be no remedy
for present conditions. It is quite
certain that the Act as it stands at
present is of no service whatever, un-
less the people abide by the regulations
that they make. If the regulations
are broken they have no authority
whatever to punish the offender.
RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Although the Honorable Member of
Twillingate has not brought this mat-
ter to my attention, it has been
brought to my attention by the De-
partment of Justice, and also by Mr.
Winsor, the Member for Bonavista.
Under the L.ocal Affairs Act and un-
der that power no express provision
is made that the road board shall en-
act penalties, and it is a moot point
in law, whether a local board having
power to make regulations can enact
penalties without express power, such
as a Magistrate can take notice of.
The text books on this point are very
perplexing. Some claim that where a
local board has power to make regu-
lations, reasonable penalties can be
made, and other text books laid down
a contrary principal that no local
board ean, in the absence of express
provisions, giving them power to lay
down penalties, have the right ito
enact these penalties. Under these
circumstances, the Department of
Justice is taking the matter up to
consider carefully the course that
they will follow, but that does not

‘Hon. the Minister
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affect this bill. It is very probable
that later on we will propose an am-
endment to the Local Affairs Act, but
I do not think that the present time
is suited for such a step. This House
will have to let the Department of
Justice move slewly. Persons experi-
enced in law making know that local
regulations as to penalties may not
work out wisely or well, and it may
lead to confusion worse confounded.
Great consideration must be given be-
fore actual legislation is introduced
in such a matter. I may say that it
is my intention to go further in this
matter, and I think that the Member
for Twillingate can rest assured that
the matter will not be lost sight of.

The Committee then rose, report-
ing having passed the Bill without
amendment.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass-
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that

the said Bill be read a third time on
tomorrow. %

Pursuant to order and on motion of
of Finance and
Customs the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider the Bill entitled “An Act to
Authorise the Raising of a Sum of

Money by Loan for Naval, Military
and other Purposes.”

Mr. Speaker left. the Chair.
Mr, Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

MR. CURRIE:—I would like to

know what the actual works are that

the Government at present is contem-
plating.

THEy HON. MINISTER OF FIN-

ANCE AND CUSTOMS:—I am not

. prepared to go into them at present.

They are considerable.
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MR. CURRIE :—It is an extraordin-
ary thing that you cannot.

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE AND CUSTOMS:—We cannot
give you every detail. We do not
know. Take the Lunatic Asylum. We
ask for one hundred and fifty thous-
and, and it may cost three hundred
thousand, We give you all the in-
formation as far as we can. We can-
not go down to the dollar and cent.

MR, CURRIE:—But has the Minis-
ter any other objects in view?

THE RT. HON. THE PRIME MIN-
ISTER:—On this point I would cite
the instance of Grand Bank. It is
certain that we shall have to devote
some money to the matter of the pier
there. The matter is urgent and may
have to be taken up immediately.
The people there cannot carry on
their busines owing to the dangerous
position the Government pier is in. It
is matters such as this that we have
in mind.

MR. CURRIE: —1I am very pleased
that the Minister arranged this point
because last night I received a com-
munication asking me to find out
what the Government was duing_ in
this matter. Everybody knows the
condition of that wharf. Grand Bank
does the largest busines of any other
outport in the country. It has been
shamefully treated in the past. I do
not mean to say by this Government,
but by previous Governments.

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE AND C(CUSTOMS:—There was
just as much done there as in any
other part of the Island.

MR. CURRIE:—1 do not know that
the Government is altogether to
blame, perhaps, because I have said
to these people, why do you build
your harbor here at such an unsuit-
able place; but seeing that ifgis there
where it is, then it is up to the Gov-
ernment to see that it is properly
protected. The object would be in-

[

sults. During my absence last Fall the
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fintely more beneficial than those o1
which a great deal of Governmeny
money has been squandered. Noj
alone is it beneficial to Grand Bank
but to the whole of the West Coast,
It is impossible for the coastal steam-
er to make calls there and a great
deal of business inconvenience re-

committee from Grand Bank came
up here and interviewed the Govern-
ment and went home feeling satisfied
that the Government would undertake
something on their behalf. Plans
were being made and every prelimin-
ary step was being taken and I am
very glad to hear that the Govern-
ment really intends to go on with this
work. '

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE AND CUSTOMS:—But you
know that Five thousand was spent
on the wharf last year. J

MR. CURRIE:—Yes. On temporary
repairs; but that was only thrown
away. In this case it is throwing
money into the sea. The matter has
reached a climax now, and sumeth-ing_-'
permanent must be put there.

MR, PICCOTT:—A month ago I re-
ceived a communication from the
Board asking me if I would support
the prayer of their petition sent to the
Government some time ago. They also
stated that they had called upon the
Government and found the Government
very reasonable. I know that already
about Five thousand dollars has been
spent there. I must say however, that
I do not agree with Mr. Currie, that
is money thrown into the sea. I have

passed a great deal of time at Grand
Bank and have had a great deal of ex-
perience during my tenure of office,
and have had a great deal of exper-
itnce for nine years in the Marine and
Fisheries Department with the Board )
and I do not consider that any mcne
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that has ever been allocated tn them
by the Government was thrown away
indecd on any occasion that the sum
of money granted was that small the
poard usually put the money by until
it had enough to go ahead and it is my
opinion there are no people in the Is-
land who know more about spending
that money than the people of Grand
Bank themselves.

I have seen the vessels run ashore
there, and the men get ashore in their
dories and see their vessel go to pleces.
Now these men don’t mind what they
go through out in deep water, but
when they come in with a trip of fish
and want to land it and get out again,
they want a harbor. Mr. Currie has
remarked that he has often asked the
people why they have settled down
there. They had no choice in the mat-
ter, because their forefathers settled
there long ago, but at the same time 1
think they settled in one of the finest
harbors on the West Coast, although
it is rough. They can dry fish there
when it cannot be dried anywhere else,
and it seems as if the will of the Al-
mighty is with them. When the wea-
ther is bad in Burin and other places,
and there is nothing but fog, fog, fog,
the beaches in Grand Bank are full of
fish and the sun is shining down. 1
have often thought the reason ior
their good luck is that they are a law
abiding people and don’t have mucno
to do with St. Pierre. They doserve
anvthizg that can be done ior thew,
and I take it for granted now that
your intentions are all right, and that
Grand Bank is going to get a share of
this loan. I know that when the Min-
ister says a thing is going to be done,
it is as good as done.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Chairman, 1
have also received a request upon this
matter, to ascertain what the {Govern-
ment intends doing regarding the im-
provements to Grand Bank Harbor. |
know a little about the conditions
there, and I think there is every justi-

-
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fication for any assistance the Gov-
ernment can render the fishermen of
this place; and while I don’t intend
to delay the Committee, I just want
to say that the voting of sufficient
money to make the necessary im-
provements will have my hearty sup-
port. While on my feet I would like
to remind the Committee that a few
days ago 1 presented a similar re-
quest on a much smaller scale from
Branch. 1 asked for a small amount
of money to erect a breakwater there,
and 1 stated that the people of Branch
are in a somewhat similar position
to those of Grand Bank. They have
no harbor, and every southerly and
S. 8. W, wind blows in there and
makes it dangerous to prosecute the
fishery., My petition was very heart-
ily supported by the Honorable Mem-
ber for Twillingate, who went a little
further than I did, and thought that
the amount asked for was quite in-
sufficient, and was willing that it
should be made more. For this 1
thank him very much, and I am sure
thet when the people of the District
read the debates and know that he
has supported their petition so well,
they will properly appreciate it. 1
hope that when this money is being
distributed, Branch will be also taken
into consideration, and a sufficient
amount allocated to make the neces-
sary improvements.

MR. CURRIE:—Can the Minister
give me any assurance that this mat-
ter will be attended to?

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE AND CUSTOMS:—No, they
will have to take their chance.

MR. CURRIE:—Then I take it that
the Government has no intention of
having those improvements made in
Grand Bank.

THE HON. MINISTER OF FIN-
ANCE AND CUSTOMS: —-You heard
the Prime Minister.

MR. CURRIE:—Yes, I heard him
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say it might be necessary to use
some of the loan for harbor improve-
ments at Grand Bank, but he gave us
no assurance. He said it is one of
the matters that will come up, but
that is not saying it will be done.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—J1 said that the object of that loan
is to take into consideration such
things as the harbor improvements at
Grand Bank.

MR. CURRIE:—Yes, to take them
into consideration, but can you give
us any assurance that these improve-

ments will be made?

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Not a2t the present time.

MR. CURRIE:—May I ask at what
rate this loan was raised. It was ap-
parently raised at 95. Is that cor-
rect?

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—Yes.

MR. CURRIE:—And the Newfound-
land portion of the loan was appar-
ently raised at 98%. This seems to
indicate that to the man who took a
certain amount got a better price, or
in other words that the man with the
money had the greater advantage, and
it doesn't seem fair play to make fish
of one and flesh of another.

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—You

may make what you like of it.

MR. CURRIE:—It is easy enough
to make that statement, but when a
man who buys $45,000 of bonds has
got to pay par and the man who buys
another $5,000 can get the discount, it
seems as if the point of view of the
Minister is that all he cares is to get
the money, and the public be hanged.

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—We
must draw the line somewhere. Per-
haps you will tell us what you would
have done yourself?

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill with some amend-

ments.

b

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
tOmOrrow, b

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
Your position is this. You are pre- 1
pared to find fault, but you would
not get the money. 9

MR. CURRIE:—Your position is
that you have not played fair with
the small investor, who simply has to
pool his amount, as you say that all
amounts up to $50,000 gets 2%.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
That was not unknown to us, because
we were prepared to get people to go
around the Colony and drum the
thing up. Anyway, we're not expect-
ing anything else from you, but to
find fault. That is your business,

MR. CURRIE:—I am here to
criticise.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled “An Act to Prevent the In-
troduction of Rabies into 'Newfound-
land” was read a second tiine and or-
dered. to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on tomorrow.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Chairman, in introducing this
Bill I might point out that the object
is to give power to the Governor-in
Council to make rules and regulations
from time to time prohibiting the im
portation of dogs into the Colony.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises’ it adjourn until
tomorrow Thursday at three of the
clock in the afternoon.

The House the adjourned accord-
ingly.

THURSDAY, April 24th.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
—ment.

MINISTER OF MARINE & FISH-
ERIES:—I beg leave to present a
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petition from the residents of Heart’s
Content relating to repairs to the
public wharf. Some years ago it was
erected at a cost of five thousand dol-
lars, but at the present time is in a
dilapidated condition and the petition-
ers request that the necessary repairs
be effected. A large number of peti-
tioners have signed, including the
Rev. J. R. Saint and Rev. J. E.
Richards. 1 hope, however, that the
Government will see its way clear to
grant the request of the petitioners.
I beg to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Apsey Brook asking
that the sum of $150 be granted for
the purpose of making some neces-
sary repairs to a road. Also a peti-
tion from the inhabitants of St. Jones
Within, Random, asking for the sum
of $500 to construct a road. ‘I hope,
however, that the Government will
see its way clear to grant the request
of the petitioners. 1 give these peti-
tions my hearty support, and ask that
they be received and referred to the
Departments to which they relate.

MR. TARGETT:—I beg to support
these petitions, Mr Speaker, and trust
that the Government will give them
consideration.

MR. GRIMES:—1I ask leave, Mr.
Speaker, to present a petition from
the residents of Cupids and Burnt
Head, on the subject of building a
new road in place of that portion run-
ning over what is known as Conne!
ley’s Hill. This hill has a steep in-
cline and lends itself to washouts
every time a heavy rainstorm takes
place, which means an expenditure of
publc mones every Sprng and Fall for
repairs, at the expense of other roads
in the settlement. Worst of all this
expenditure provides no permanent
repair, on account of its location. This
can well be avoided, as the petitioners
point out, by having the road divert-
ed over a more level section. To do
so will require an expenditure of one
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thousand dollars, which, though look-
ing large, will be the means of saving
future unnecessary expenditure, for
the reason that this amount will have
to be spent on the hill within three
or four years, and see nothing sub-
stantial afterward. 1 trust the Gov-
ernment will seriously consider the
petition in the interests of the people
and in the interest of economy.

I also have a petition from the resi-
dents of* North River on the question
of the building of a bridge in the
upper section of that settlement.
wing to the road being low, the rivulet
running by its side overflows it every
time a heavy rain storm takes place,
and many times makes it impassable.
Sometimes the homes of residents
nearby are filled with water. 1 have
called the attention of the Govern-
ment to this before, for two reasons,
first, because the health of families
is threatened by the flow of water in
their homes, second, because it is a
road over which there is considerable
traffic, and should be given better at-
tention, not only for the sake of the
residents of North River, but also i!gr
the nearby localities, who are obliged
to use it as well. Only two hundred
dollars are required to raise the
bridge and road, a small sum when
the health and convenience of the
people are to be considered. This
ought to satisfy the Government and
the appropriation should be made.

Hon. the Minister of Finance tabled
the Public Accounts 1918-1919.

Mr. Piccott gave
tion.

Mr. Speaker informea the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council aecquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An

Act Further to Extend the Term of
the Present Legislature”
amendments in which they requested

notice of ques-

with some
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the concurrence of the House of As-
sembly. |

On motion .of Rt. Hon. the
Minister the said amendments
read a first time.

By unanimous consent of the House

the said amendments were read a
second time and passed, and it was
ordered that a messazge be sent to the
L.egislative Council acquainting that
Body that the House of Assembly had
passed the said amendments without
amendment.
/' Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Mr. Grimes, the
- Bill to amend the Weights and Meas-
ures Act was introduced and read a
first time and ordered to be read a
second time on tomorrow.

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Min-
ster of Finance and Customs for a
detailed statement of the expenditure
of $10,979.72 listed under the head of
Customs in the Auditor General’'s Re
port for ‘“Miscellaneous.” _

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Colonial
Secretary to lay on the Table of tha
House details of the expenditure of
$80,200.00 listed in the report of the
Auditor General under Postal Tele-
graphs for the North East Coast.

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Colonial
Secretary for any correspondence that
came before the Government relating
to the changing of the Bay steamship
service of Bonavista and Notre Dame
Bays and making Port Union head-
guarters; also a copy of Minute of
Council authorising same. .

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Colonial
Secretary, in view of the statement
made in his letter to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries dated July 10th,
1918, relating to the dismissal of
Captain Bartlett from the dredge
“Priestman” that “various complaints
had been brought forward” against

Prime
were

the said Captain Bartlett: (a) to lay -

on the Table of the House a copy of
any letter or letters received by his
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the Government containing any com-
plaints against the said Captain Bart-
lett; (b) if said complaints were made

ary, for the consideration of the Gov-

[ =

ernment to state the name or names =
of the party or parties making such

verbal
Bartlett.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the
Bill entitled *“An Act
Documentary Evidence
Judicial Oaths” was read a third time
and passed, and it was ordered that
it be engrossed, being entitled as
above, and that it be sent to the Leg-
islative Council with a message re-
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act to Amend 61 Vic-
toria (1898) Chapter 18, entitled ‘An
Act respecting the Department of Jus-
tice’” was read a third time and pass-
ed, and it was ordered that it be en-
grossed, being entitled as above, and
that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting the
concurrence of that Body in its pro-
visions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the
Bill entitled “An Aect to Amend
Chapter 141 of the Consolidated
Statutes of Newfoundland (Second
Series) entitled ‘Of the Keeping of
Dogs,”’ was read a third time and

complaints against Captain

Department or by any Department ol '.'

verbally to him, as Colonial Secret-

i

X

respecting
and Extra-

passed and it was ordered that it be

engrossed, being entitled as above,
and that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting the
concurrence of that Body in its pro-
visions.

‘Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs the Bill entitled “An Act to
Authorize the Raising of a Sum of
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Money by Loan for Naval, Military
and other Purposes” was read a third
time and passed, and/”/it was ordered
that it be engrossed being entitled as
above and that it be sent to the Leg-
islative Council with a message re-
questing the concurrence of that Body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en-
titled “An Aet to Prevent the Intro-
duction of Rabies in Newfoundland.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Parsons took the Chair of Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass-
ed the said Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
tomorrow,

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises, it adjourn un-
til tomorrow Friday at three of the
clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly. _ |

FRIDAY, April 25th, 191Y.

The House met at three of the
clock, pursuant to adjournment.

MR. JENNINGS:—I ask leave, Mr.
Speaker, to present a number of peti-
tions on different subjects. First,
petitions from Grand Falls, Bishop’s
Falls, Botwood and other places in the
District of Twillingate, asking that
Botwood be made a port of call by
the Bowring Coastal steamers.

The next is from Long Island, ask-
ing for the same service, that is that
Long Island also be made a port of
call by the Bowring Coastal steamers.
Another petition from Long Island
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deals with the matter of railway ex-
tension to Hall’'s Bay, and is similar
to other petitions I have brought in
on this matter.

I have a petition also from Lewis-
porte and Campbellton. This petition
is presented to the House, but really
belongs to the Agriculture and Mines
Department, asking for a timber sur-
vey on the south side of the Bay. 1
give these petitions my hearty sup-
port, Mr. Speaker, and would ask that
they be received and referred to the
Departments to which they relate.

Mr. Currie gave notice of question.

Mr. Walsh gave notice of question.

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS:—No amount has been
paid the Prime Minister except the
small amount of his expenses going
across, for which there are not any
details. It is not customary to give
details in a matter of this kind.

RT. HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—As has already been mentioned in
information tabled, I was paid two
amounts—one when I went as a dele-
gate to the Imperial War Cabinet, and
the other when I went to the Peace
Conference. The balance unexpended
was $1,600, which has been refunded.
There are no details, nor is it cus-
tomary to furnish details.

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay on the
Table of the House the report of the
Auditor General on the investigation

‘held by him re the shortages in the

Cashier’s Department of the Customs
House during 1918.

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay on the
Table of the House a statement of all
monies ‘paid by all departments of
the Government to Moore & Co. for
work performed since January 1st,
1913. |

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay on the
Table of the House a statement of all
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monies paid to Mr. P. T. McGrath and
Sir P. T. McGrath either as salaries,

expenses or commissions since Janu-
ary 1l1st, 1913.

Mr. Piccott asked the Minister of
- Militia to lay on the Table of the
House any correspondence that pass-
ed between himself and Majors Mont-
gomerie, Paterson, Macpherson and
Parsons with regard to the hospital
accommodation in and fitting up the
Empire Wood Working building and
the disciplining of the above officers.

Mr. Piccott asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance and Customs to lay on the
Table of the House a detailed state-
ment of the expenses incurred by the
Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister during
his absence from this Colony attend-
ing the Peace Conference.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister the
Bill entitled “An Act to Prevent the
Introduction of Rabies into New-
foundland” was read a third time and
passed and it was ordered that it be
engrossed, being entitled as above,
and that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting
~ the concurrence of that Body in its
provisions,

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on
Supply.

MR. CURRIE :—Mr. Chairman, it is
not my intention to delay the House
very long in discussing the estimates.
1 notice in reading through the
Auditor General’s report that he
states on two or three occasions the
absolute uselessness for him to pro-
test against certain Government tac-
tics and that such protest is a mere
waste of time. If this gentleman
finds it a waste of time, 1 do not
see any possible object in this side
of the House making any lengthy re-
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marks. Anything that we say will be
regarded as coming from the opposi-
tion. Yet I think there are two or
three things that are worthy of note.
The first thing is the tremendous
increase we are asked to vote this
year. The estimates tabled last year
were roughly $5,400,000, and the es-
timate given this year is §7,000,000,
an increase of $1,600,000. A per-
manent charge on the country. As
far as I can see there is never a,njr;.
hope of this country having a less
sum than that on the estimate from
now on It is matural to expect as
years go on, that this country will
have some difficulty to keep itself
running, but I would submit that
while this is so, we are reaching a
condition where our estimates are be-
coming not mere burdens but posit-
ively immense. The growth of this
country is not commensurate with the
growth of its annual expenditure. We
have only to go back 30, 40 or 50
years ago to realize what a frightful
menace our. estimates are becoming.
Of course, we have had hard times
in the past. There have been occasions
when we thought there was nothing
before us but bankruptcy, then for-
tunately the powers of the country
nave peen so great, that the bad
times we were expecting did not oc- |
cur and instead thereof we only had
better prosperity, but those were the
days when the expenses were small.
Up to eight years ago the cost of
running this country was only 50 per
cent of what it is to-day, then we had
budget of three and a half million,
and to-day we ask for seven and
everybody knows that the estimate
does not cover the full expense of th&
vear, in fact these only do us up to
November the 28th, and during March ‘
April, May and June we are over-

drawn, which is not a business—li-
way of doing this. Too small a --.:;'
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vision is made for each item, and it
really means that @ these estimates
are about half or one million short.
The Auditor Genétal points this out in
his report, but he says that his protests
gerve no useful purpose, as the pol-
icy of this Government is to under-
estimate the expenditure for the vear.
You put down the votes yvear after
vear, knowing quite well that these
are utterly inadequate, yet you per-
sist, for what particular reason I can-
not understand, as far as the esti-
mates are concerned it may be pos-
sible that the country can afford it if
the Government exercises sufficient
economy. The Minister of Finance
last year pointed that we were reach-
ing a state where it was necessary to
use caution, because we were finding
ourselves up against positions which
the country had never met before. In
reading, however, the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report, it is obvious that the
Government has not exercised during
the last year the caution which the
Minister thought necessary, and 1
think the time is now come when a
new policy must be adopted. We
have a very small population of two
hundred and sixty thousand and it is
impossible for us to keep unp with the
increasesing demands of the public
services and the inereasing burden of
taxation. There is very little reason
‘0 quarrel with the amendments that
have been made, as, as far as the
general expenditure is concerned it
i3 practically the same as last year.
The chief increase is the large pen-
sion which has been made necessary,
because of the war, and we have to
find $700,000 for our soldiers Well
we are prepared to make sacrifices
for the men who went forth to fight
for us. We are, I think, prepared to
stand any expense that this country
has to meet because of the war. The
cnly regret that I have is that the
amount paid the soldiers is not ade-
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cuate. With regard to the public ser-
vices, everyone knows the officials of
this country are badly paid and their
incomes have not increased in propor-
tion to the cost of living. Some of
the men who are giving their services
are receiving only a starving wage,
but I thirk there are two or three
details where the principle is wrong.
Unto him that hath shall be given,
etc. That is the pcliey which the Gov-
ernment has adopted. The salaries
all might have been raised 25 per cent
and the judges of the Supreme Court
and the Chief Justice receive an extra
$2,000.00. The sum given for the lat-
ter is because no judges in any other
part of the Empire have been paid
such a small amount, but I submit
that that is no reason. You do not
expect a man to manage a large busi-
ness on nothing. It is impossible
and this is a very small country, not
a big country. “We must cut our
garments according to our cloth” as
Lord Morris used to say. Six or sey-
en thousand in this country is a large
salary and only a small proportion
of the country earn anything Ilike
that. The increase is not a reason-
able. Last vear we increased Mr.
Hall’s salary and this yvear he gets an
'extra 15 per cent. Is there any need
for that? Was not the increase
given last year sufficient? During the
past two years his salary has been
doubled The secretary of the High
Commissioner receives $2400.00. It is
absurd that the Government should
devote to a clerk in a London office
such a large salary.

It is ridiculous that a man in the
position -of the Colonial Secretary or
the Minister of Finance and Customs
can work for twelve months, with all
the responsibility and burden of the
affairs of the Colony on his shoulders,
for $2,400, and then deliberately sit
down and vote a clerk in the High
Commissioner’'s office 509% more than
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he is getting himself. It is more than
ridiculous, it is beyond comprehension.
Of course it is absurd that a man in
the position of the Minister should
work for such an amount, but as 1
said before, we have to cut our gar-
ments according to our cloth.,

‘There is an absence of economy in
our estimates for this vear, and there
is more than an absence of economy,
there is an extraordinary violation o!
the railway contract in connection
with the large subsidies now being
paid the Reid Newfoundland Co. We
find on referring to these amounts that
the subsidy for the Notre Dame Bay
Steam Service has been doubled—from
$2,600 to $5,200. This amount has
been increased so largely, not to serve
the public interest, but to suit the con-
venience of the honorable member for
Twillingate, Mr. Coaker. He has es-
tablished a business at Port TUnion,
and Port Union has therefore been
made a port of call for these steamers,
and for that the Colony has to pay
$2,600 extra, without benefiting the
people of Notre Dame Bay or Bonavis-

ta Bay in any way. Not alone has

this change been of no benefit, but it
has been a positive injury. We have
had this session a large number of pe-
titions from both sides of the House,
calling attention to the wretched con-
dition of the steamship service in
those bays. One well remembers the
wretched conditions regarding this ser
vice last year, when people in Notre
Dame Bay sent telegram after tele-
gram protesting against the way they
were being served, and as the Minis-
ter intimated the other day he has no
intention of going back to the old sys-
tem. All things being equal, nobobdy
would object to Port Union being made
aport of call, but when it is made a
port of call at the expense of other
people, it is grossly unfair, and so far
as I am concerned, I raise my voice
in protest, principally because of the

fact that other parts of the bay, which
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for the past twenty years have been
served by these steamers, are now cut
off from that service. ;

There are two or three other things
one notices in going through the Esti-"
mates. Why is the Department of
Shipping omitted. There is no prn::»-r
vision made here for either the Minis-
ter of his Department. Last year, if |
I remember correctly, the Department
was created and the vote was made, |
but this year there is nothing in tha
HEstimates to show that such a depart—
ment exists. There is no provision for |
the salary of the Minister or the ex-
penses of his department. On the other
hand, we have here a Board of Pen- |
sions Commission, practically a de- °
partment, in control of a chairman and °
two members, each of whom is paid
very respectable salaries. That, it
seems to me calls for a remedy, unless
it 1s the intention of the Government
to drop the Department of Shipping
altogether. |

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—We
don’t wish to make any definite state-
ment, but the abolition of the depart-
ment is under consideration. Under
those circumstances it seems unwise
to put this department in here. All
the work is done by the Government
Engineer’s Department. There is only
one salary being paid that is not in '
the Estimates, but we will put that in
the additional estimates. All the other -
salaries are under the Government En- "u
gineer’s Dept.

MR. CURRIE:—There is no incrpa.se
in £he salaries of the Government En-
gineer’s Dept. Are the staff doing the
work of the Dept, of Shipping?

MINISTER OF FINANCE: —Yes
except for one or two messengers. |

MR. CURRIE:—Are they doing it
for the same money?

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—I can’t
answer that right now, the Minister is
not here, but I think it is only tem- ¢
porary anyhow. 3

MR. CURRIE :—I think we ought to
|
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have a report from the Minister tabled,
and I think the question has already
been asked. 1 also notice that there
is no provision made here for the Min-
ister of Militia. I think this is wrong
in principle. This is a regular depart-
ment of the Crown, and we should
have the position in the regular Es-
timates instead of under war expen-
diture, because it means that we are
raising the money on capital Eccnunt,
instead of taking it out of the revenue.
We are increasing our capital account
year after year, and are piling up a
big burden for those who are to fol-
low us. There are several other
amounts to which I shall make refer-
ence as we go through. Take for in-
stance the matter of legislation. This
vote is year after year over-expended.
It is absolutely impossible for the
work of the Legislature to be carried
on for the amount which is voted here.

MINISTER OF FINANCE:—We are
going to cut down the printing this
year, |

MR. CURRIE:—That doesn’t inter-
est me, but I think as a matter of fact
that you will have to make larger
provision for printing this year. Ma-
terials and wages have increased at

least 50 per cent. this past couple of

years, and you will find, that this
work, as well as everything else, has
gone up considerably.

These are matters to which I would
draw the attention of the Minister, not
that I expect it will be much use, but

it is time to handle these things in a~

proper and workmanlike way. Year
after year we are voting Supplemental
Supply, but I think that so far as pos-
sible the Government should make
proper provision for the conduct of
public affairs of the Colony, without
this annual farce, for it is nothing
more of bringing in additional esti-
mates to <over matters that should
have been provided for in the regular
Estimates. |

HON, MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
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Mr. Chairman, there are just one or
two remarks I would like to make in
reply to the honorable gentleman
who has just sat down. He refers to
the Auditor General’s Report, which
was tabled here a couple of days ago,
and draws attention to the fact that
the Auditor General told the Govern-
ment that they should not spend any
more money than is voted gby the
Legislature. Well, now, no man in
this House knows better than the
honorable gentleman himself that
that cannot be adhered to. We must
take into consideration the period we
have just gone thrnﬁgh, and the fact
that each day has brought new
changes and new problems. I don't
remember during my experience in
this House any Receiver General com-
ing down here with correct estimates
for the future year, and I don’t think
there has been a time in the memory
of this House that any Receiver Gen-
eral has come down here without
bringing in Supplemental Supply. The
honorable gentleman himself, who
was a ‘colleague of mine on this side
of .the House, sat here three years
without a word of protest about Su[i-
plemental Supply. 1 do not blame
him. I knew that he was confident
that he was doing what was right. He
is only up here this afternoon trying
to make an argument. I expect that
and I look for that. The honorable
Mr. Currie came-here this afternoon
only for the purpose of making a
speech criticising the Estimates be-
fore the House, and to my mind he
has not done himself justice. 1 re-
member quite well as far back as
1914 when the war broke out. The
position of the Colony then was loek-
ing very very dark. One of the first
meetings then held by the Government
was to consider what assistance
could be given to the Old Country, and
when it was proposed to send some

five hundred men across the sea

f
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some wiseacres held up their hands
in holy horror as to where we were
going to get the money.

MR. CURRIE:—I am not one of
these; you will have to look to the
other side for them.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
I know, and I find you did not take
much interest in the war.

MR. CURRIL —I took as mucl in-
terest as you did.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE -
Well if you did you did not show it.
Now here’s the position. After sep--
ing these five hundred men across
we made an appeal for money and we
succeeded. These five hundred men
broke the ice. Now it's ancient hig.
tory what happened since. Today the
war is over. Our expenditure amount-
ed uo year after year. The honor-
able gentleman quotes back to fifteen
years ard compares it with what is
happening at the present time, I think
it is idiotic for any person in this
House to ptu.. side by side the position
of the Colony 20 years ago to what it
is at the present time,
that 20 years ago the revenue of the
Colony was 1% million, whereas the
Estimates today show 8 millions, that
we are facing blue ruin? What is the
correct position now to what it was
20 years ago? Go to the banks 20
years ago and you would not find
more than 2 millions of dollars there.
Today there are 20 millions of dollars
belonging to the fishermen of this
Colony in these banks and is not that
a fair answer to Mr. Currie. The
honorable Member for Burin quotes

blue ruin for the future of Newfound-

land. Go back to the days of the
crash in '94 when all the monies in
the banks in Newfoundland were tak-
en and spent by other people. What
happened? Did not the country sur-
vive it and upright itself then? Com-
pare then and now. Today we have
20 millions in the banks besides what
are in the homes in the stockings,
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"We are going to take that if we we "..

Is it because

on which it was done.

MR. CURRIE:—Do vou
take that too?
HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:

intend

it. If we had thought it was abso-
lutely necessary to take that money
to carry on the war and meet the ex<
penses of the Colony of those who!
had gone across to fight we were gﬂﬂi
ing to take it, But I might inform the
honor@able member that we are in tha
happy position that we do not want
to take it. We are recognised and
have been recognised in the maney;
markets abroad as well as our sister
Colonies are, although we are small
to them. It is really tiresome to sit’
here and listen to such arguments
put up. To me, though, it is not very
tiresome, as I have been listening to |
such for the past 26 or 27 years and
it is like water on a ducks back. L

At a quarter past four of the dlock
the Gentleman TUsher of.the Black |
Rod appeared at the Bar of the House
with a Message from His Excellency
the Governor commanding the attend-

ance of the House in the Couneil |
Chamber. |
Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the

House attended His Excellency in the
Council Chamber.

And Mr. Speaker and the House |
being at the Bar of the Council
Chamber His Excellency the Gover- -
nor was pleased to assent to the B'll
entitled “An Act Further to Extend
the Term of the Present Legislature.”

MR. CURRIE :—I object to the basis
Because other
countries pay an enormous amount
you do it. The same principle applies
as when a shop-keeper on New Gower
Street cannot expect to derive as much
profit from his business as would a
man doing business on Water St. New-
foundland is a country of only two
hundred and fifty thousand people,
and is not to be compared to other 4
countries.

THE HONOURABLE THE MINIS-
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terest of Newfoundland that the
judges be paid well and that is a suf-
ficient reason.| In the Supreme Court
we have and need the best brains the
country can give us. We have our
young lawyers going there pleading
their cases before these men. Their
duties are very important and we must
pay them. If these gentlemen of the
Supreme Court were out practising
their profession they would earn ten
thousand dollars easily. Now as for
the salary of Mr. Hall, he stands in
the same place in my opinion. It is
to Mr. Hall, the Government Engine-
er, we have got to look in the build-
ing of railroads and in the carrying
out of railroad contracts. We have
got to look to Mr. Hall as we have to
the Auditor General. It was stated
in this House last year that ' Sir
Robert Bond stipulated with Mr. Hall
that after a certain number of years
his salary would be raised to a cer-
tain limit. When Mr. Hall came to
this country there were less than sixX

hundred miles of railroad in the Col-

ony, and so his work must have
doubled them in that period. As far
as economy is referred to, there has
been no absence of it. The Auditor
General himself has looked for an in-
crease of salary and he has received
it. He is the person who can repay
this Colony over and over again for
the increase he has received. It is
only proper that he should get it.
Then we come to the High Commis-
sioner at London. Sir Edgar Bowring
nhas undertaken to fulfill this .posi-
tion without salary. His secretary
receives a salary which he approves
of. The deputy must be able to
handle his work in his absence, and
you must dmit that whatever his title
is, secretary or clerk or anything you
like, he must be able to do the wqrk
of the High Commissioner in his ab-
sence, and he must therefore have
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sufficient means to live on and to
keep up the dignity of that position.
And living in London today is a dif-
ferent matter from what it was ten
yvears ago. Do you think that for a
man in such a position $3500.00 is an
enormous salary?

MR. CURRIE:—No, but it is absurd
for a clerk in a Department to get a
larger salary than the Ministers of
the Crown.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
He is a deputy, not a clerk, and when
the High Commissioner has to go else-
where, he must take his place. This
shows the shallowness of your argu-
ment. We have also heard this after-
noon Aa criticism of the fact that the
salary of the Minister of Shipping,
and the salary of the Mihister of
Militia, is not in the Estimates. My
answer is that both of those Depart-
ments may be out of existence in a
short time, and that being so, there

- i8 no necessity to vote the salaries

in the Estimates; and 1 thtink you
will agree with me, Sir, that the sal-
ary of the Minister of Militia should
properly be charged to War Account.
I don’'t see why it should be voted out
of the current revenue of the Colony.
If there is any information that the
House requires from time to time as
we go through the Estimates, I shall
be only too happy to furnish it if 1
can.

MRBR. MOULTON:—I notice, Sir, in
going through the Estimates that all
the Civil Servants have got an in-
crease, except the pensioners. Now,
it costs them just as much more to
live as anybody else, and I think
they are as much entitled to an in-
crease as anybody else. 1 think they
should get an increase, and I hope the
Government will look into it.

MR. CURRIE:—There are just one
or two words, Mr. Chairman, that I
would like to say in reply to the
Honorable Minister of Finance and
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Customs. In the first place I must
say that he has been pleased to put
a wrong construction on almost every
thing I said. It is no use quarrelling,
and I have no wish to delay the Com-
mittee, but there are some statements
which he has made that I cannot
agree with. He justifies the increase
in the railway subsidy on the grounds
of the great difference in the cost of
operation between now and.ten or
- twenty years go. Now, on the face ot
it, that sounds reasonable, but the
Honorable Minister has forgotten or
failed to notice that not alone has the
subsidy been increased, but the con-
tractors have enormously increased
their freight and passenger tariff. If
permission was given them to make
this increase, to enable them to re-
coup. their losses, what was the ne-
cessity of breaking the c¢ontract made
by the Colony to increase the subsidy
aa‘ well? It is not reasonable.

In connection with the extension in
the Bay Steamship Service, there is
one thing to which I strongly object.
When the House was in session last
year, the gquestion was asked gs to
whether or not it was the intention ot
the Government to make Port Union
a port of call, and the reply was that
the matter was under consideration,
but that nothing definite had been
decided. Yet, three days after the
House closed this matter was at-
tended to, and without Executive re-
sponsibility. The Minister knew that
this matter would be dealt with, and
why not have had it done legally?

The Minister has referred a great
deal to my expression regarding Con-
federation. The position 1 took was
this (and I submit that it is sound)
that so long as we have an increasing
public debt, with no development in
our industries, and therefore no pos-
sible increase in our earning power,
these large expenditures are a serious
menace to the country, because if we
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three or four years we have had *

can't earn we can’t pay. For the -:s'f_-

enormous increase in our cod fishery,
an inerease of 300%, but these condi-
tions cannot last. In 1914 we were
wonderfully prosperous, when sud-
denly the war came, and our surplu
became mstead a deficit. Now W_
have only the same population as we
had fifteem or sixteen years ago, or
rather we have less than we had then,',
as we have lost several hundred u
our gallant boys. The conditions tha
face us to-day are not by any means aog
bright as those with which we were
faced in 1914, and if we have a poor:
fishery next year (I say “if” and I
hope we shan’t bave it) where is the "
Minister going to be? He has either
to make provision for enormously in-
creased taxation, or be faced next
year with a big deficit. I recognise
at the same time that the increases
granted this year are reasonable, and
I wish we could do better as regards
the Civil Service salaries. There are
still men in this country who a.ra-jl
keeping a post office for a salary of
a hundred or a hundred and fifty dol-
lars a year, and they can’t possibly
live on it.
HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
These are side issues.
MR. CURRIE:—In some cases they
are not. The same thing applies to
ferries. It is true that they tender
for it, but that does not alter the po-
sition. Then there is the question of
the old age pensions. If $50 was suf-
ficient to enable them to keep alive
four or five years ago, it is far from
sufficient today. The same argument
holds goods for them as for the men
who keep the post offices and run the:
ferries.
HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:
These are side issues. ]
CURRIE:—I do not agree with
that. 1 know peeple in my district

who have no other support, beyond
f



what they might hope to get from
charitable neighbors,

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE:—
The poor we will always have with
us.
MR. CURRIE:—I know that., and
that we will always have to put our
hands in our pockets and help those
people out, but if the argument of
the increased cost of living justifies
an increase in one case it also holds
good in the other.

Now, one word more and I am fin-
ished. W ith regard to Supplemental
Supply, the Minister has pointed out
that for years we have had to vote
this, but never to such an enormous
extent as today. - We have got to come
in here this year and vote over a mil-
lion dollars for additional estimates,
and last year we had to vote over
seven hundred thousand. We ought
to be able to get nearer to it than
that. I have already pointed out that
the vote for Legislation alone is
nver-spent year after year, and it can-
not be otherwise while we continue to
vote an amount that we know is not
sufficient. I notice that Mr. S. D.
Blandford is given an amount of $120
as sessional pay. This gentleman has
no business to sit in the House, and
I think a note ought to be sent de-
manding this amount back. It seems
to' me an outrage. The honorable
gentleman has resigned his seat, and
has, therefore, no business in this
House, but still he draws $120 as
sessional pay. Now, I don’t think that
sort of thing is just what ought to be
tolerated. 1 have nothing personally
against Mr. Blandford. For years he
and I sat together in this House and
had the same political affiliations, but
that doesn’t justify his getting $120
for nothing. There will probably be
some other matters to which I shall
take occasion to refer as we go
through the Estimates.

MR. COAKER: — Mr.

Chairman,
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there are one or two remarks I would
like to make in reply to the honor-
able gentleman, regarding the rates
on the Bowring steam service con-
tract. When he states that Bowrings’
rates were not increased, and that
Reids’ rates were increased, he does
not know the facts. He must remem-
ber that the boat in question was on
the New York route for some months,’
and would not have been able to make
two ends meet if this increase had
not been given. Now, the whole thing
is this., If the Government had not
done something regarding the Reid
service last year, we would have had
no service at all. How can you ex-
pect this service to be carried on at
the same figure last year as was given
years ago, when expenses have in-
creased to three times what they were
formerly?

MR. CURRIE:—The freight rates
were doubled and in some cases
trebled. |

MR. COAKER:—I beg your pardon.
I tell vou that 1 ast year the freight
rates were 1009% lower than the year
before, and I defy you to contradict
this statement., The passenger rates
were 509% lower, and the mails were
carried free. Take instances like a
certain time last Winter when men
only paid $8.00 for a four days’ trip.
Supposing the Reid Nfld. Company
said that they would break their con-
tract, what would we do then, sup-
posing they refused to run their ser-
vices.

MR. CURRIE:—Whom did they say

that to? .
MR. COAKER:—1I did not say that
- they said it to anybody. 1 said sup-
posing they said it. In spite of an
increase of 256% in the passengers
the Reid Newfoundland Company
last year made a loss in the op-

eration of the railway of $346,000.
The year before—1917—the loss was
only $41,000, and from June last year
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or from the 1st of July rather up to
the present time the loss has been
$31,000; $31,000 in seven months.
That is the position we are up against.
If the Reid Nfld. Company left the
first thing they would do would be to
take their steamers. What would the
Government do then? Where would
we be then? -

MR. CURRIE:—You will probably
be down in Port Union.

MR. COAKER:—I presume that it
is a matter of indifference to the hon-
orable gentleman where I am. 1 do
spend a great deal of time down
there. Ones business necessitates a
certain amount of attention. 1 pre-
sume the honorable gentleman who
runs a newspaper has found the same
necessity. The branch railway to
which the honorable member referred
was not put down there for the Union
Trading Company alone, because that
service has been in operation twenty
years ago, but it is just that the
gentleman’s attitude towards ' the
Union Trading Company changed.
The time has come when the outports
shall get their full share of Govern-
ment benefit. A very large business
has been built up at Port Union and
indeed last yvear that business paid
$40,000 in freight to the Reid Niid.
Company. The F. P. U. has paid in
freights in the DBay service over
$12,000. We have paid the Govern-
ment for telegrams and so on over
$5,000. I think the amount of busi-
ness we have done down there more
than justifies the Government in hav-
ing these improvements there. All
the time we have been doing business
we have been subjected to attacks in
newspapers, Attacks whose only ob-
ject can be the hindering of the coun-
try’s business. But in the face of this
operation these are our results. All
I want is fair play. The way this
country has been treated by the Op-
position papers does not amount to

OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS b

i

criticism. It is destructive criticism,
and last year everything was done"
that could be done to decry this cnmﬂ
pany in that section of the press. All
we want is a square deal, and that we
are going to fight for.

With reéard to the gentleman’ a*~ 1
criticism of the salary paid the clerk '
in the High Commissioner’s office in -
London, the man in question is a law- =
yver who had a good practice in Can-
ada. He went to the war and came
back wounded and Sir Edgar Bowring
selected him for this position; $2,600
is not too much for it. The honor-
able gentleman ought to know how
expensive living in London is, besides
the remuneration was fixed by Sir
Edgar Bowring and it would not have
been decent for us to reduce it, and
I think we got a very cheap man. For
myself, I think that we will have to
have a man on the other side of the
Atlantic to look after the interests of
the F. P. U. and I am pnepared to
pay him $10,000 a year. If you want
to get a man to work for you, you
will have to pay him. It has always
been a matter a surprise to me that
the business men of this country do
not make this a practice. We want
about half a dozen men over there to
look after the trade of this country.
And with regard to Mr. Currie’s re-
marks with reference to Port Union,
I may say as far as the National Gov-
ernment is concerned, these things
were all settled by the old Govern-
ment before it went out of office.

MR. CURRIE:—I would like to
make just a few remarks. It is an
unexpected thing that we should find
Mr. Coaker becoming the apologist of
the Reid Nfld. Company. How times
change, but I suppose everything de-
pends upon which side of the house
you are in.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS:—You sound very bitter
this afternoon,

1
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MR. CURRIE :—Bitter, oh no. With
regard to Messrs. Bowring selling
their ships and taking them out of the
1ocal service, I understand that these
ships were taken out during the sum-
mer at the time when Bowring’'s reap
q harvest around this coast. The Por-
tia and Prospero are always overfilled
with freight and passengers and 1
think the Government taking them
from the regular route and putting
them on a more expensive route to
New York was that questionable pol-
icy. With regard to the Port Union
terminus the Honourable Member says
that this was arranged during the
Morris administration. 1 may say that,
this is news to me because I am sure
that the spur line was built last year.

MR. COAKER:—The year before.

MR. CURRIE:—Well in 1917, but
the idea because a business was estab-
lished in that particular place that
this was a sufficient justification, is
not a reasonable argument. If the
Reid Nfld. Company received $40,000
in their freights, why didn’t they put
their branch down on their own ac-
count.

If that principle is going to apply it
will mean that we will have to alter
the steamship service and build rail-
way spurs at the expense of the Col-
ony for every outport business that is
started. I submit that the principle is
not right nor fair, and when I speak
this way, 1 do not speak against Port
Union or the F. P. U. 1 have never

said a word against the industries of

that institution, but as a political fac-
tor I am against it. I say now that
that railway spur was built for the
convenience of Port Union alone, and
the same with regard to the alteration
in the bay steamship service. If Port
Union had not been there it would
never have been done. There are a
egreat number of ports in these Bays
to-day without steamship service, and
last year the Government had to put
o motor boat there as a substitute. It

o
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means that the people of these places
can’'t get to heir homes except at cer-
tain times. .

MR. JENNINGS:—They can always
get there every week.

MR. COAKER:—They have the same
service that they had before, except
that Goose Bay is cut off.

MR. CURRIE:—Then what is the
meaning of all the petitions that have
come into this House regarding this
steamship service?

One other point and I finish again.
The honorable member pleaded for
the same treatment for Port Union as
St. John’s was getting. They have al-
ways had it. The steamers have al-
ways called at Catalina. The same
conditions applied there as to St.
John’s. They got the same facilities.
On the other hand, I know of a man
who last year could not buy fish in

Bonavista Bay because there was no
means of taking it.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Chairman, 1
have a few words to say regarding
thie Estimates, and as my hearing 1is
defective, and I may not be able to
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