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PROCEEDINGS 
of the 

House of Assembly of Newfoundland 

SESSION 1921 

Began and holden at St. John's, in clock in the afternoon, when Mr . 
the said Dominion on Wednesday and 
Thirtieth Du.y of March, Anno Dom­
ini, Nineteen Hundr,ed and twenty-On!:: 
being in the Eleventh Year of the 
Reign of His Majesty, Our Sovereign 
Lord, George, by the Grace of God, 
of the United Kingdom of Great Brit-

. ain and Ireland and of the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas, King De­
fender of the Faith, Emperor of India. 

WEDNESDAY, March 30th, 1921. 
His Excellency hav~ng fixed the hour 

at which he proposed to open the 
present session of the Legislature at 
three of the clock in the afternoon of 
this Wednesday, the thirtieth day of 
March inst., the Members of the 
House of Assembly met in the Assem­
bly Room at a quarter to three of the 

. Speaker tcok the Chair. 
At three of the clock a message from 

His Excellency the Governor, was de­
livered by -the Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod, commanding the immedi­
ate attendance of Mr. Speaker and the 

,House in the Council Chamber. Ac­
cordingly Mr. Spe.aker and the House 
attended His Excellency the Governor 
in the Council Chamber, and being re­
turned to the Assembly Room, Mr. 
Speaker informed the House that 
when in attendance on, His Excell­
ency the Governor in the Council 
Chamber, His Excellency had been 
pleased to make a gracious speech to 
both branches of the Legislature, a 
copy of which for greater accuracy 
he had obtained, and then read to the 
House, as follows: 

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of The Honourable House of Assembly: 

~ On this fourth occasion of addressing you at the opening of the 
annual session of the Legislature it is my first desire to express my 
sincere regret at the loss which has been sustained by the death of a 
member of the Legislative Council, who, though he was a junior in 
that body, was one of the most experienced business men and able 
speaker,s in this Colony. 

The policy of the regulation of the marketing of the Colony's 
staple product which passed the liouse of Assembly in the summer of 

' 
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last year, without dissenting vote, was placed in the hands of the 
Codfish Exportation Boarj_ created for that purpose by the Act. The 
practical application by the Board of the policy so unanimously adopt­
ed has met with difficulties adventitious as well as those inherent in all 
policies which seek. to regulate the trade of nations. I feel quite cer­
tain that should the matter come before you as legislators you will 
approach its consideration with one ambition only, namely, the wel­
fare of -Newfoundland, }:ler commerce and her people. 

A year ago I called your attention to the fact that the long­
standing dispute between the Colony and the Provjnce of Qu_ebec had, 
by agreement between the parties, been referred to the adjudication 
of His Majesty's Privy Council. The final agreement to that effect 
was signed in London by the Attorney General of Canada and my 
Attorney General in November last, a_nd substantial progress has 
already been made in the preparation of the Colony's case. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of The Honourable House of Assembly: 

The Revenue for the last fiscal year showed a substantial surplus 
over all expenditures, but it is to be anticipated that the world depres­
sion, . which we with all other countries must _ necessarily share, a de­
pression which is the natural aftermath of war, will cause a large 
shrinkage in revenue for ~he current fiscal year. The revenue is so 
largely -dependent upon ad valorem duties on imports that, while the 
finances of the Colony benefited largely by the greatly increased cost 
of imported goods during the war and immediately afterwards, this 
present readjustment of world conditions with largely re9uced cost 
of goods must have a • corresponding effect in reducing customs 
returns. 

My Ministers have had this necessary readjustment of expendi­

tures to income under careful consideration. The Estimates of expen­

ditures and the Budget for the next fiscal year to be submitted to you 

will in_dicate the efforts which my Ministers have made to deal with 

the financial problems which you have to face in the readjustment of 

the Colony's expenditures, · so that the great annual burden which the 

war has entailed may be met without curtailment and the necessiiry 

public services efficiently . maintained. This will necessi.tate tempor­
ary curtailment of .cer-tain brge expenditures which previous adminis­
trations felt justified in undertaking out of the inflated revenues of 
the war period, and such rigid economy, as is consistent with the satis­
factory maintenance cf the various essential public services. 
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Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of The Honourable House of Assembly: 

My Ministers have kept in close touch with the Imperial authori­
ties in the matter of Newfoundland claims against the German Gov­
ernment and I _anticipate that certain legislation in tended to har­
monize the Statute hi1ws of Newfoundland with those of Great Britain 
in the matter of the ::ollection of the German indemnity will be sub­
mitted to. you for condderation in due course. 

The Prime Minister of Great Britain has expressed his desire to 
meet the Prime Ministers of all the self-governing Dominions of the 
Empire for conference in London on important imperial business in 
Jue next. My ·-Prime Minister has authorised me to accept t_he invita­
tion on his behalf. I appreciate the great importance of Britain's 
oldest Colony being rc!presented at this conference. 

You will be invited to ::onsider a Bill to amend the Crown Lands 
Act to permit the exportation of certain pulp wood cut during the past 
winter, and an important Bill submitted by the Social Service Council 
relating to the welfare of children . 

The Charter for the City of St. John 's will, I am informed, be 
introd!,lced at an early date, so that its many provisions may be fully 
discussed, and, it is hoped, finally dealt with at this session. 

The subject of inland '.l.nd coastal transportation will come before 
you, and reports will be submitted in the matter of the coal possibili­
ties of the Island . An important arrangement is under consideration 
in connection with th :: exploration of oil areas and it is probable that 
sufficient progress will be made to submit a Bill in relation thereto 
within t;lt:" course of a few weeks. 

I trust that, under the guidance of Divine Providence, your delib­
erations may tend to the welfare and ·prosperity of th is Colony. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-Mr. 
Speaker, before we proceed with the 
regular work _of the session, it is my 
duty to call atention to the irrepar­
able loss the legislature has sustain­
ed in the death of the late Hon. W. 
B. Grieve. In February last Mr. 
Grieve passed from amongst us and 
in his passing he· has left a place, not 
only in the Legislative Council, but 
in the commercial life of the Colony 
itself, which it will be difficult to fill. 
Be had long been connected with this 
House, had represented the Districts 

of Bonavlsta and Trinity, while for 
several years previous to bis death, 
he occupied a seat in the Legislative 
Council. He had the reputation of 
being an able and a courteous gentle­
man, whether in social, business or 
legislative circles. When the call to 
arms came, his only son was one of 
the first of our men to respond, and 
although the later did not actually 
lay down bis life on the •battle field, 
it was due to the hardships of a sol­
dier's life that be contracted the dis­
ease whlh shortly afterwards termin-
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ated in bis death, an event which did 
much to shorten the life of his father. 
In patriotic work the activities of the 
late Hon. W. B. Grieve were well 
known. Ho was prominently identi­
fied with the Newfoundland p·atrlotic 
Association and worked indefatigably 
in that capacity until the end of hos­
tilities. He was a gentleman, not 
merely in the narrow class sense, but 
in the broad sense, ari educated and 
c:,m rteous citizen and he accepted suc­
,·c~s and defeat with an equanimity 
which won for him the admiration of 
all who had the advantage of know­
ing him personally. 

During bis declining months be 
faced the inevitable with all the joy 
of one who sees in death no severance 
of the strongest ties, but rather as 
one who looks upon it as going to 
those on the other side who had pre­
ceded him years before, his wife and 
-children and those others dearest to 
him. 

Permit me then, Sir, in expressing 
on behalf of the House our deep sense 

we have found in the past twenty­
eight years experience in this . House 
that two or three members have pass­
ed away in the short time from one 
session to another, and it must strike 
even the youngest of us not alone the 
oldest, that our turn must some day 
come. Since I have bad the honor to 
sit in this House over seventy mem­
bers now deceased have passed thru 
the doors of the Upper, and Lower 
Chambers. Many listening to me now 
might think my tim.e was at hand. 
Last year I seconded a resolution of 
this kind relative to' the same class 

• of public citizen. The Hon. W. B. 
Grieve was one of the princes of 
Water Street, ·one of the men who put 
his life and all his best energies into 
the business of the country. Altbo be 
was seventy-two years of age, he was • 
in this House before, I think some 
seven or eight years, as an elected 
representative. He was elected for 
Bonavista in 1380 ancl was re-elected 
unopposed in 1895. He had retired 
from the House before I had the hon-

of loss, to propose the following re- or of a seat here. I have known Hon. 
solutions: 

RESOLVED:-That. the House de­
sires to record the expression of its 
deep regret at the death, since last 
session of the Legislature, of the 
Honorable W.alter Baine Grieve, 
sometime member of the Legislative 
Council, and of the House of Assem­
bly 

RESOLVED:-That a copy of this 
Resolution be forwarded to the relat­
ives of the deceased Honourable 
Gentleman. 

siR M. P. CASHIN:-Mr. Speaker, 
I rise for the 'purpose of seconding 
the resolution propose9 by the leader 
of the Government. Being the oldest 
sitting member of the House to-day, 
I cannot recall a session but that the 
leader of the House was called upon 
to pass such a resolution as bas been 
moved here .to-day. In many cases 

W. B. Grieve for years here as a 
politician, but when I got close to 
him it was after the war broke out 
in 1914. When the bugle sounded, 
Hon. W. B. Grieve was one of the 
first to rush to the Morrie. govern­
ment, sinking all differences in poli­
tics or in other directions, and placed 
himself at the disposal of his Country 
and his King. I was very close to 
him thru my positi-on in the House, 
being Finance Minister at the time. 
Hon. W. B. Grieve came voluntarily 
to the Morris government and placed 
himself at its disposal. You will find 
that that is correct by looking up the 
records. Hon. W. B. Grieve was on 
every committee appointed for the re­
cruiting of the sailors and lookini; 

after them, as a member of the Fin­

ance, Standing, Patriotic Committees, 

Patriotic Fund and Recruiting bodies, 
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and was nearly always found to bl;! 
the first man in his place when work 
was to be done. Up to that time I 
knew little of him socially, but dur­
ing that period I learned to love him. 
He was an outstan~ing figure on the 
Patriotic Fund Committee which was 
created to deal with the dependents 
of our soldiers and sailors. He was 
always to be found on duty there and 
always erred on the right side, al­
ways anxious to do the most for the 
deserving fighting men. He gave his 
time, and the country !mows he gave 
much more-he gave his only son at 
the first call to arms, one who was of 
the first 500, one of the Blue Puttees 
that we hear so much of, and wl~o 
while not shot on the field of battle, 
contracted sickness while doing his 
duty that brought him to an early 
grave. Such was Hon . W. B. Grieve 
as a man as a politician a -true man 
in every sense of the word. To take 
him as a politician or merchant would 
need a better tongue than mine to do 
him justice. He took charge of a 
great firm at the age of 21 or 22 and , 
managed it at. least 50 years. When 
one considers the business of the Col-

the word. I remember meeting Mr. 
Grieve after his return from England 
a few months ago and talking over 
the fish situation. He naturally loved 
to talk of fish. That was the first 
time I spoke to him. In leaving, his 
last words were : "Cashin, you will 
find that in Newfoundland by the first 
of May we will have financial paraly­
sis." How many here to-day can 
contradict that ·statement. Mr. Grieve 
was all that has been pointed out by 
the Prime Minister this evening; he 
was even more. I feel sorry that i 
did not know more of him. His firm 
if looked up , will be found to be the 
first to prosecute the sealflshery with 
steamers. They tried other ventures 
- - the herring fishery , for instance, 
which was taken over without com­
pensatio!l from the government-and 
brought out steamers with drift nets, 
but los t considerable money in that 
direction. We have seen the last of ., 
Mr. Grieve on earth . I wil not delay 
the House further, but leave him with • 
God, who, in His great mercy, will 
deal kindly with him. May his soul 
rest in peace. . 

It was moved by Mr. Scammell and 
ony for the last half century one must - seconded by Capt. Jones, that an Ad­
come to the conclusion very quickly dress of thanks be presented to His 
that a man who could manage a 
business such as Mr. Grieve .had 
charge of must be one possessed of 
great ability and foresight. Mr. 
Grieve filled a great position in this 
country and during the last ten years 
numbers of young aspiring mercbants 
looked to him for counsel and guid­
ance. He is _dead now; gone for 
evermore. His experience, I take it, 
was second to none. Go back to last 
year and cons"ider the 1nterest he 
.took in the fu;h business. The war 
was over; we were supposed to be 
back to normal conditions and all 

were wondering how we would fit in 

financially. Mr. Grieve then, in my 

opinion, was right in every sense of 

Excellency in reply to the gracious 
Speech with which he had been pleas­
ed to open the present Session of the 
Legislature, and that a Select Coni, 
mittee be appointed to draft such 
Address in Reply. 

MR. SCAMMELL:-Mr. Speaker, l 
rise for the purpose of proposing the 

• appointment of a select committee to 
draft an address in reply • to the 
speech which His Excellency the 
Governor has been graciously pleased 
to deliver to us to-day. And, first ot 
all, Sir, I desire to add a personal 
word of regret on .the loss this City, 
and this Country, has .sustained by 

the death of the Hon. W. B. Grieve. 

'rile Hon. W. B. Grieve, as has been 
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stated here this afternoon by the 
Prime Minister, and the Leader of 
t~e Opposition, stood out pre-emin­
ently in the social and commercial 
life of the country. He was a man 
whose vast experience and sage 
counsel the country could ill afford • 
to dispense with at a period of doubt, 
unc_ertainty and hesitation in our 
commercial affairs, such as the coun­
try is facing at present. The Hon. 
W. B. Grieve bas left a name that 
will be a memory fragrant of refine­
ment, charity and fair dealing, and 
his passing leaves the community the 
poorer. 

My next duty, Sir, must be to wel­
come to this House the gentlemen 
who have recently been elected to 
serve as representatives for the his­
toric district of Hr. Main and to con­
gratulate ,the Leader of the Opposi­
tion and his party on having retained 
these seat~, although perhaps the con­
test • was in a great measure a vic­
tory for the Government in as tar 
as the Government received a greater 
vote by ten per cent than it did in 
the general election of 1919. 

To turn now, Sir, to the matters 
referred to in the Speech from the 
Throne, I think it will be agreed by 
all that the reference of paramount 
importance Is to the Fishery Regula­
tions. No policy bas excited more 
controversy during the past season 
than the Fish Regulations. No sub­
ject has been discussed with more 
prejudice and bias by its opponents 
in the press and before the public. 
Much of the criticism hurled at the 
regulations has been of a highly de­
structive nature, undeserving and un­
fair. · The evident design, and the ul­
timate result of it "all, was, and hai, 
been, to render their operation less 
efficacious. .It will be remembered 
that at the last session of this House, 
two acts of vast Importance in rela­
tion to our staple industry were pass-

ed without dissenting vote. I refer, 
Sir, to the Codfish Standardization 
Act, and the Act in relation to the 
export of Salt Codfish. The first of 
these acts provided the means where­
by rules and regulations were draft­
ed, having chiefly for their object the 
improvement of our cure of Fish, 
providing for a standard cull as be­
tween fisherman and buyer, and .the 
proper inspection of all cargoes des­
tined for the foreign markets. It was 
felt by all that in view of the very 
keen after-war competition we were 
facing in the markets, the time bad 
arrived when it behooved us to put 
our house in order, and to take steps 
to lmproye our cure if in the face of 
such competition we were to expect 
anything like decent prices abroad. 
We are pleas·ed to-day to be In a posi­
tion to state, that to the call of the 
need for an improved cure the Fish­
ermen have respond_ed nobly. There 
has been indeed a marked improve­
ment all round and we have ample 
evidence that the result has been 
taken ·due cognizance of by our cus­
tomers, has been favourably com­
mented upon and has reacted largely 
to our benefit in the market~. 

The regulations framed under the 
Exportation Act were primarily de­
signed with a vie-w to the sustaining 
of prices abroad, and consequently en­
suring to our fishermen at home the 
minimum price with which they could 
possibly decently exist, having regard 
to the" fact that there bad been no ap­
preciable decline in the prices of sup­
plies and commodities. We may hold 
divergent views, Mr. Speaker, as to 
whether that object J:ias been con­
summated, but as an individual repre­
sentative entitled to an opinion of my 
own, I wish to place myself on record 
as being strongly of the opinio_n that 
had there been no such regulations 
this • season the fishermen of this 
country would not have received for 
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tl~eir fish this season the prices they ,r;, 
did by as much as three or four dol­
lars per quintal , and I know whereof 
I speak when I state that in that opin­
ion I shall have in agreement with 
me thousands of fishermen from all 
parts of this Dominion. 

I do not propose, Mr. Speaker, to 
discuss these regulations fur.ther just 
now. They were drafted from time 
to time as circume.tances and con­
ditions demanded by the Codfish Ex­
portation Board under the chairman­
ship of the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries. It cannot be sai'd that the 
composition of the Board was partisan 
either from a political stanrlpoint or 
from the vievis held by the MelJ!.bers 
as to the advisability of Regulations 
or othei·wise. 

I am sure, Sir, we all regret that the 
Minister is not with us to-day, and I 
feel that further discussion of th!~ 
subject is therefore superfluous until 
such time as we are in a position to 
hear from him. 

Colony. No one anticipates or ex­
pects to find the actual facts and flg­
·ures there relative to our financial 
position. That will come later. It is 
encouraging and gratifying, however, • 
to know that we are in a position to 
round the corner safely as at the enct 
of the fiscal year June 30th, 1921. l 
should like to refer to that portion ot 
this paragraph from the Speech out­
lining the necessity of adjusting our 
expenditure to our income and !or the 
practise of rigid economy. I have 
had the opportunity of visiting several 
sections of the country recently, and 
I can safely say that any policy of 
economy or retrenchment undertaken 
wm receive the approbation and sup­
port of the country as a whole. Our 
fin ancial position to-day ls largely due 
to the fact that during the years im, 
mediately following the war the price& 
of goods and commodities generally 
were on the upward grade instead of 
on the downward grade, and business 
people anticipating this laid in large 
stocks and on that account a larger 
revenue than was normal was derived 
for the fisca.l year · -ending June 30th, 
1920, so that had conditions been nor, 
ma! the same result from revenue 
}Vould have obtained at the conclus-

M-r. Speaker, another matter of 
country wide importance referred to 
in the Speech from the Throne ls the 
Labrador Boundary question. I wish 
first of all to congratulate the Attor­
ney General in having so successfully 
completed the case for presentation. 

• ion of the fiscal year June 30th, 1921. 

I understand this subject has been 
under discussion for many years, and 
it is gratifying to all of us to know 
that we have been successful and that 
the case is now nearing an end. We 
all are awar•e that until this matter 
is final!zed and adjudicated upon the 
(l.evelopment of our resources in Lab­
rador must be held in abeyance. We 
all know the untold possibilities of 
our water powers, mineral and tim­
ber wealth there and· the great ruture 
for employment that awaits us in that . 
.dependency. 

Then the Speech from the Throne 
has the usual paragraph addressed to 
the members of this House with re­
gard to the financial position of the 

With the decline of prices abroad 
again must come a decrease of thEi 
revenues largely derived from ad val­
orem duties. Again the purchasing 
power of the people ~vas lessened by 
the almost absolute failure of the 
shore fishery and these are largely tht. 
reasons, Mr. Speaker, why we are go­
ing to experience financial difficulties. 
I wish to reiterate what I said before, 
and that is than any policy of economy 
:which l'he Gov-ernment undertakes will 
receive the unqualified suport of the 
country,' 

Reference is made in the Speech 
from the Throne to the passing ot 
legislation In conformity with Eing­
llsh legislation with regard to the 
puylng of the German indemnity of 
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our share of losses sustained during 
the wai'. I feel sure that any legis­
lation of this nature which wlll come 
forward will receive the support of 
the whole House, as ·we are all anx­
ious to be recouped as speedily all 
possible for the losses we met and the 
expenses incurred by our share in the 
struggle. 

I desire to congratulate the Hon­
ourabJ.e the , Prime Minister upon his 
invitation to attend the Imperial Con­
fer,ence in Jun·e next. I think it Is a 
sign that although we may be small 
and Insignificant, we are not over­
looked by the Imperial authorities a_nd 
that it is only our due right and. priv­
ilege to be represented at the Imper­
ial Conference. I am sure that in the 
Prime Minister we have an able repre­
sentative; who will at all times ael.• 
vance and protect the interests of 
Newfoundland, and see that we re­
ceive our just due. 

I am ple~sed to note that the Gov­
ernment contemplates passing an act 
to amend the Crown Lands Act deal­
ing with ~h,e exportation of pulp­
wood cut for charitable purposes dur­
ing the winter, and I may say that I 
am personally interested in this sub­
ject. As I said before the shore fish­
ery last ·season was an absolute fail­
ure and to obviate actual starvation 
the Government was faced with the 
possibility of having to dispense po01 
relief on a tremendous scale or the 
alternative of providing employment. 
After much serious consideration it 
was decided to allow the cutting 01 

pulpwood in the areas su.ffering most, 
and this was largely the case in cer­
tain sections of the district of St. 
Barbe. Peace and plenty have been 
brought to many a home this winte1 
~s a result of this action, where other 
wise I fear dire distress and destitu• 
tion mu&t have prevailed. 

There is another matter referred to 
In the Speech from the Throne which 
perhaps inter.ests the members of St. 
John's more than those representing 

outport constituencies, and that is the 
contemplated passing of a Bill deal­
Ing with delinquent and neglected 
children in St. John's. This bill ha 0 

been drafted under the guicla~c0 and 
on . recommendation of the Social 
Council, an organization that has the 
support of all religious denominations. 
The bill referred to In the Speech fr, 
modeled and styled after the English 
Acts 1906-8 and partly after Acts· of 
the same nature passed by the Pro­
vincial Parliament of the Province of 
Ontario. I feel that It will be receiv­
ed quite favourably by the whole 
House, and we anticipate no captious 
criticism of its provisions. Those of 
us who have lived in St. John's, even 
though for a short time, must of 
necessity have recognised the press­
ing need of passing solll;e sort of 
legislation giving properly authorized 
persons authority to deal with delin­
quent and neglected ch!ldren. It wlll 
ma!ce for the moral well being of 
the youth of our city and in the end 
react to the social benefit of the 
whole country. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I should 
like to say that we all ought to take 
due cognizance of the causes' for the 
difficulties confronting the country 
to-day. We in Newfoundland are only 
bearing our fair share of the depres­
sion which is affecting the whole 
world ·as the aftermath of the war. A 
country like an individual does not 
live to itself and we cannot have de• 
pression In the United Kingdom, Can­
ada, the United States and European , 
countries, with all of whom we 
trade and not experience depression 
in Newfoundland as well. 

But I have travelled around the 
country a great deal during the past 
year, and I would like to tell the 
House this · ev.ening, that there is 
not in Newfoundland to-day anything 
like the destitution and privation that 
one might be led to think exists as a 
resnlt of all one reads and hears. I 
wish to congratulate the ·Government 
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of which I am a supporter and a mem­
ber, upon the able manner in which 
it has grappled with th~ serious situ­
'ations which have arisen this year. 
We are passing through a period un­
precedented in the country's history 
and the Government is indeed con­
fronted with serious problems, but I 
feel that we hav,e reached rock bot­
tom and that things will be bette1 
and brighter from now on. It may bb 
with me ·the optimism of youth that 
inspires this feeling, but I think that · 
•if we all put aside political difference~ 
D-nd personal animosity and starid to­
gether in service to the country that 
we shall very soon see the light of a 
better day and become more than 
ever a happy and prosperous country. 

It therefore, Mr. Speaker, gives me 
much pleasure to move that a Com­
mittee be appointed to draft an ad­
dress in reply tb the Speech from the 
Throne. 

CAPT. GEO. JONES:-Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to second the motion so ably 
and eloquently proposed by the Hon, 
o_rable Member for St. Barbe, namely 
that a committee be appointed to draft 
an Address in Reply to the gracious 
speech of His Excellency the Gover­
nor at the op.ening of the session. 

In doing so, I ask the indulgence of 
the House, while I make a few gener­
al observations regarding the subjects 
touche.cl on in the Speech, subjects 
that are vitl to us all. Mr. Speaker, 
as we mee for the second time 
under the present Administration, we 
are confronted with the fact that this 
Dominion is passing through strenu- . 
ous and tr"oublesome times; .but, we 
also realize that those times and con­
ditions are not of our making. In 
common with.all the world we have to 
suffer from the after effects of the 
war; the period of depression we are 
passing through is world wide; thing& 
over which we have no control 'what­
ever have brought about present con­
ditions, all of which goes to prove that 
we do not llve unto ourselve~, and 

that our interest is identi~al with the 
interest of the rest of the world. Al­
though our llttle Island home is so 
Insignificant compared with the great 
world, yet we are part of it, a unit in 
the general scheme of things, and not 
only in community llfe, but In nation­
al life, the conditions that prevall so 
act and react upon each other that 
our interests become common to all. 

After all, could we expect anything 
better than we are getting after a 
time of wholesale destruction, aftet 
years of great wantonness and waste, 
and so many of the world's . producers 
engaged in that great destruction and 
carnage instead of production? Is it 
to be wondered at that we should be 
faced with hard times and difficult 
problems in the way of reconstruc­
tion and bringing order out of chaos 
and ruin? Shall we not look forward 
to the time'--we trust in the near fu­
ture--when order has been restored, 
when the industries and business of 
the country shall be rebuilt on a more 
solid foundation than ever before, and 
out of the seeming evil times that 
have befallen us, we shall emerge 
financially stronger than ever before, 
because neither men nor nations are 
made in the easy times when every­
thing is going fair and smoothly. It 
is in the hard times, the times of ad: 
versity, when everything seems going 
the wrong way, when the difficulties 
we have to contend with call for the 
very best that ls in _us, when we have 
to fight for our lives-those ara the 
times when we develop such qualities 
as endurance, perseverance, the abil­
ity to successfully grapple with the 
great difficulties that confront us; so 
that it often happens that what we 
thought would bring ruin crushing 
defeat to us, has in the long run 
worked for our greater well being 
and prosperity. 

With regard to the Labrador Bound­
ary question it is with pleasure that 
we learn that steps are being taken • 
that w!ll speedily bring about a final 
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settlement of that long standing dis- • 
pute. Labrador,· with its vast timber 
areas, water powers and mineral 
wealth, developed as it undoubtedly 
could be, would certainly be a great 
source of employment for the people, 
as well as of revenue to the country. 

The returns to our people from thl; 
fisheries last season· were not very 
satisfactory; •either as regards catch 
or price; not that the price was small 
when you compare it with what we 
used to get years ago, but when you 
consider the cost · of outfit, as well as 
the cost or living generally, it was 
small, so small, that many fishermen 
found it difficult to pay their bills. 
I believe that the fishermen profited 
by the Fish Regulations, by getting, 
considerably more for their catch 
than they would have got if there had 
been no r,egulati9ns. 

The action of the Government, in 
providing for the exportation of pulp 
wood, I believe to .be a wise one. 
Surely, this js not a time when it 
would be advisable to stick to the 
strict letter of the law, when by giv­
ing permission to export pulp-wooa 
would provide a means of livelihooa 
!or a large number of people who, 
otherwise would be destitute. I feel 

. sure that In some of the districts 
where this wood is being cut, the 
people appreciate the action of the 
Government in granting this permis­
sion. What would have been done in 
some places without it, ls hard tc. 
contemplate. 

Surely, it wo~ld be a great thinll, 
for NewfoundJand if the oil wells that 
are to be found, could be opened, so 
that we could. produce our own supply 
of oil, and perhaps a great deal more 
for export. 

Recent operations· have . proven be­
yond any doubt that there are very 
extensive coal deposits in Newfound­
land, and I can see no reason why 
coal boring on a very large scale 
could not be carried out. 

So, with all this great wealth lying 

at our feet, just within our reach, 
awaiting the investment of capital 
and enterprise to develop it, there ap­
pea,rs a 'much greater and more pros­
perous future for Newfoundland. With 
the great wealth · in timber, water 
power and mineral of Labrador, and 
the oil and coal deposits of ·New­
foundland, developed as they could 
,be, may we not hope that the time 
will soon come when we shall not be 
so entirely dependent upon the fisher­
ies for our support. I trust that the 
time may soon arriv-e when the fish­
ery, with all its uncertainties of catch 
and price, will not be practically the 
only great industry of Newfoundland. 
In the meantime we must do all pos­
sible to develop our fisheries, be­
cause we cannot get away from the 
fact that at present we are depend­
ing on them; nor can we neglect the 
old industry that has been and ls the 
mainstay of our industrial life. 

The coastal and inland transporta• 
tion service is a very important mat­
ter; it is a very difficult problem to 
give satisfactory and efficient service 
along our coast, the people being se, 
scattered, the harbors, cov-es and arms 
winding in and out, making it almost 
impossible to give complete satisfac­
tion. When you get on a coastal or 
bay boat on some parts of the coast, 
you find that after a good day's work 
steaming and landing mail, passen­
gers and freight, you are almost at 
the same point you were in the morn­
ing, but as time goes on, we are look­
ing forward to much improvement iL 
this branch of the public s~rvice. 

It is gratifying to hear the encour­
aging reports from the sealers, and 
trust they will secure good trips, re­
turn safely, and that the sealing voy­
age will be the beginning of a good 
and prosperous year for Newfound­
land. 

May we not look forward hopefull:i> 
to the time when the sunshine shun 
have chased away the shadows, and 
the · sun of prosperity will. again :shine 
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upon us, and we shall be lvling in the 
enjoyment of peace and plenty. 

I have much pleasure, Mr. Speaker, 
in seconding the motion that a com­
mittee be appointed to draft a reply 
to the gracious speech, with which 
His Excellency has ,been please_d to 
open this session of the Legislature. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to congratulate the Mover and 
Seconder of the · Address in Reply to 
the Speech from . the Throne. The 
mover indeed I certainly feel that I 
must congratulate. It strilces me 
that he was the right man for the job, 
as be has made a very good case out 
of nothing. He was selected by the 
Government, I presume, for special 
pleading this evening. Never, Mr. 
Speaker, since I have had the honor 
of a seat in u,is Hom,e, was there 
such an absurd speech read by the 
representative of His Majesty, and 
handed down to the House. I know 
that the gentlemen will bang their 
heads when I make this statment, but 
it is perfectly true. What is -there 
in it? Not a ray of hope, not one 
statement telling us what has been 
clone in the past twelve months or 
what will be clone in .. the next twelve 
months. It strikes m·e that it is about 
time for Newfoundland to wake up . 
We are here this evening to know 
something, we are waiting for this 
House ~o open to tell us the condition 
of the country, not to come down here 
with a document like this in an en­
deavor to camouflage it. You arc 
cnly the trustees of this country. The 
people in the gallery and the people 
outside the House are the real rulers 
of the country; you are only sent 
here to represent them. Are those 
the true facts given in that speech 
to-day. The Labrador Boundary, pit­
props. We don't want to know about 
the Labrador Boundary. What is 
troubling you on the other side of the 
House is not the Labrador Boundary, 
it is whether you can get clear with 

your political perfidies; it is whether 
you will not have to hand the coun­
try over to England or Canada. I, 
know you are troubling a lot about 
the Labrador Boundary. It is a piece 
or impertience to come down with 
that speech to this House which is 
supposed to be composed of Intelligent 
men. 

We are told that this House passed 
Fish Regulations . last year It is true 
we dcl pass them, but what happened 
af.ter they were passed, that is not 
told, it is too long a story for this 
evening, but it will be told before 
this House closes. The Regulations 
were passed , but they were carried 
out as passed. We agreed to give 
them a chance, but we also agreed 
that if they were not the right and 
proper thing that they were to be 
cancelled. A commission was to be 
appointed of men of good standing, 
1nen who knew the business of the 
country, and after consurtatlon with 
the Governor, a proclamation was to 
be issued appointing these men. 

Was that done when the House 
closed last year? I am not going to 
talk behind the honorable gentleman's 
back, but I have to mention bis name. 
Diel he not, ,the Hon. W. F. Coalcer, go 
to his Department and t,alce charge 
of the whole fishing indu1,try of the 
country?, irrespective of everything 

• ancl everybody else? How many men 
from the West and North were ap­
pointed, and how many . fishermen 
from the city were appointed, and · 

where is the recommendation that ap­
pointed them. The whole thing, I re­
peat, was taken • charge of by one 
man · and the story in connection with 
the matter is, a very long one. ' After 
the House closed last year the Leader 
of the Government left the country 
and left it in charge of that one man 
ancl clicl not return for four or five 
months. But we hear nothing in the 
Speech • from the Throne about that. 
What are you members doing on the 
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other side of the House? The peo­
ple elc.cted you and the Prome Min­
ister to this House to safeguard their 
interests . In what way wm: the 
Prime Minister to this House to safe­
guard their interests? • In what way 
was the Prime Minister looking after 
the country during his long holiday 
abroad. 

And then we are told by Mr, 
Scammell this evening that there 
was nol enough fish caught in New­
foundland last summer. Was Mr. 
Scammell in this House last year 
when the statement was made by Mr. 
Coaker that the more men that went 
out of ,this country the better it 
would be for the country, and that 
the less fish caught the better it 
would be? Did Mr. Scammell's lead­
er make that statement in this House 
last year? Still there are thousands 
of quintals of fish held by the fisher-

the Government of that day was do-. 
ing was wrong, and we were all 
blaQklegs and( pira,tes. • Detectivee 
were brought here from abroad, as 
everybody kno,vs, to find out the al­
leged wrong-doings and to judge the 
.o'ut-going government, but there ie 
nothing in the Speech from the 
Throne showing bow many went to 
jail; nor is there anything in the 
Speech from • the Throne telling the 

• House what we handed over to the · 
present Government. Well, I am go­
ing to tell the· country this evening, 
thru the reporters' box; that we hand­
ed over four million of dollars as sur­
plus and that there is not a cent of 
it in the treasury to-day. · We hear 
nothing about that in the Speech from 
the Throne. Now where is that four 
millions gone ? In the Prime Mi~)s­
ter's Manifesto and in the Speech from 
the Throne last year we heard a lot 

men of the country to-day that are or railway work that waa going to be 
unsaleable. Do _ you know, Sir, that clone. We passed a Loan Bill in this 
there are over half a million quintals House last year. After the Prime 
of fish in this .Colony to day unmark- • Minister had got off a spiel denounc-
etecl and some of it will have to be 
t~rown over the wharves? Mr. 
Scammell told us something about 
the North. Yes, thef got a fair price 
North for fish; but was not some of 

. that. money wrung from tbe tax-pay­
ers of this country. He says fish 
would be only three or four dollars 
11. quintal only for the R,egulations. 
He should have said fish would be 
three or four dollars ,only for the 
money v as taken from the treasury 
and the taxpayers of the country have 
to pay it back to reimburse the Gov­
ernment. But there is nothing in the 
Speech from .the Throne about that 
Again, there is nothing in the Speech 
from 'the Throne telling how Labra­
dor fish was sold and paid for. 

. We were confronted eighteen 
months ago with the Prime Minister's 

/ 
manifesto and there was great beat-
ing of trumpets and everything that 

ing the contractors and the railroad· 
he introduced a Loan Bill asking for 
one million and a half dollars at six 
per cent interest, one million of which 
was to _go to repair the railroad and 
put it in shape, and a half million for 
coal. ·Has that money been raioed? 
Was work done? Who authorized the 
work done? When was the work 1 

done? Did the House authorize it? 
Was any measure put before the 
House to carry on that railway pol­
icy? No; the same thing happened 
with the railroad that happened wit h 
regard to the Fish Regulations. Af­
ter the House closed last year a man 
called Coaker took charge of the 
whole outfit and he gave the Prime 
Minister a long holiday. 

HON. THE SPEAKER:-! have to 
c_all you .to order. The gentleman 
You refer to is an honorable member 
of this House and Minister of Mar-
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ine and Fisheries and should be re­
ferred to as such. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:-The man 
is called Coaker, is he not? 

HON. THE SPEAKER:-! thinlc it 
is distinctly out of order. 

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:-! dis 
agree with you, Sir. I stand to be 
corrected, but Coaker is his name. I 
w:is going on to ·say that this same 
thing happened with the railroad a~ 
with the Fish Regulations. When 
the Hous·e closed last year the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of Justice and 
the Minister of Agriculture and Mines 
were given a long holiday and a so­
called Railway Commission was ap­
pointed, the chairman of which was 
an individual named Coaker. They 
toolc over the railroad from the con­
tractors who had an agreement with 
this Colony to run it for fifty years. 
We are not told anything in the 
Speech from the Throne about that 
this evening. What authorized the 
laking over of the railway and how 
many people in this country know th e 
story about it? I stand by what J 
have already said that the same thing 
happened as with the Fish Regula­
tions. One man took control of the 
whole thing and took over the rail­
road from the Reid Newfoundland 
Company, but we have to find out 
before this House closes the whole 
story in connection with those trans­
actions; we have to drag from the 
members of the Government how the 
money was spent and how much it 
cost the Colony to operate the rail­
road, and why the one million dollars 
was not raised to pay the bill. What 
happened, in my opinion, is that the 
~overnment could not raise the money 
hut took it out of the p11blic treas­
ury, an·d we will find that before the 
House closes that the Railwr.y policy 
will cost the Colony from two to two 
and a half million dollars for the op­
eration of the railroad up· to June 

30th next, yet we find a Loan Bill still 
on the Statute Boole and the money 
never raised. Now, in view of that, I 
think I was justified in malting the 
statement this evening that railroad 
matters were handled on the same 
principle ar the Fish Regulations. 

Getting back to Mr. Scammell 
again. He told us that there was not 
enough fish caught in this country 
last summer. Well, all I can say is 
that Mr. Scammell mu~t • have been 
out of this Colony for a Jong time. 
There are a half million quintals of, 
fish in this country to-night that i!'i 
unsaleable and I know of a number 
of fish ermen who have from ten to 
fifty quintals of fish each in their 
possession and who have to go to 
their neighbors with hat in hand and 
beg to try and support their wives 
and families, and I know of some of 
them who cannot ·get a barrel of flour 
,,dvancecl them on their fish . I know 
that 260 quintals of fish came _into St. 
John's from my own district by the 
last train that came over the road, 
\Jelonging to four or _five fishermen, 
who were endeavoring to get the 
wherewithal to support their families. 
After tramping all over the town they 
could not sell a quintal of it, nor 
could they raise enough money on it 
to buy a barrel of flour, but thru the 
kindness of Sir John Crosbie and 
others, that fish wa6° put in the store 
of Sir John Crosbie, who advanced 
the money to those poor people. That 
fish is still in Sir John Crosbie's 
store, and Mr. Scamrnell may have it 
to-morrow if he wants to buy it, and 
at a very low figure, too. Still we are 
told in an entertaining manne·r here 
this evening by a supposedly intelli­
gent man like Mr. Scammell, that 
there was not enough fish caught In 
Newfoundland last summer. He must 

be dreaming. Let him go to Water 

St. and find out how many thousands 

or quintals of fish there are that can-
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not be marketed. But that is not all. 
The worst is yet to come. The great 
trouble is where are we going to get 
the wherewithal to supply the fish­
ermen the coming year. The Govern­
ment lmo,v as well as I can tell them. 
The Government to-night is in the 
worst predicament experienced since 
Responsible Government was granted 
us. I make this statement without 
fear of successful contradiction. 
There are·. not five merchants in the 
country to-day ready to supply for 
the fishery and not one merchant to 
buy a quintal of fish. Imagine a man 
coming here after holidaying all sum­
mer, surrounded by sane, intelligent 
people, ancl talking now about the La, 
brador Boundary, under present cir­
cumstances. Why it's a lot of tommy 
rot. There are parts of the world 
where, if our financial matters were 
thus dealt with we would be tied to 
lamp posts . Cannot we have common 
sense. We on this side of the House 
do not want the government, but we 
want to preserve the independence of 
the country. We ,vere born here, we 
live here, and we want to die here. 
We do not want to see it financially 
strangled in this fashiion. 

As I have already said, when we 
handed over the government about 
eighteen months ago there was an 
overflowing exchequer of practically 
four millions bf 'dollars, and _ I make 
the statement to-night for this coun­
try, that when all the bills are paid 
now b} the present Government not 
one cent will be le!t. 

How that money was spent is an­
.other story that will have to be told. 
Newfoundland to-night is not in as 
good a position as It was In 1894, the 
year of the Bank Crash. Our rev­
enue then was about one and a half 
million dollars, our expenditure an 
equal amount and our population was 
something smaller than it Is at pres­
ent. Now what is the position of the 

country to-night? Last year the Re­
ceiver General a·sked for $11,400,000 
revenue. He estimated expenditure 
was something in the vicinity of $10,-
500,000. I take it that after putting 
in his supplemental supply and other 
amounts that his expenditure will be 
brought up. to an amount equivalent 
to his anticipated revenue. Now 
where Is he going to get his revenue 
for this year when the purchasing 
power of the people of the Colony is 

, twenty-five or twenty-six · millions of 
dollar& less than what it was last 
year. I do not suppose that there 
was more than five millior..s of dollars 
paid from fish this year. What are 
you going to get your revenue on? 

It is on its purchasing power that 
a country has to depend for its rev­
enue and if you lessen that purchas­
ing power by forty per cent where are 
you from a standpoint of . revenue? 
How are you going to supply for the 
fishery the coming season? You have 
to supply on the .expectation of get­
ting $4 and $G for fish, an average of 
certainly not more than $5 per quin­
tal, and against that you have flour · 
!'.t $H a barrel, molasses at $1 a gal­
lon, and everything else 'accordingly, 
and would you call it a 1 fancy invest­
ment to supply for the fishery under 
these circumstances? Now, Sir these 
are but a few of the small proofs of 
the truth of what I have said this 
afternoon, and I fear no contradic­
tion to these statements. It is said 
that the revenues at the end of the 
fiscal year will $3,000,000 short, 

Last year the government asked for 
eleven million dollars and they have (o 
get that on a falling market. When 
we handed over the administration of 
affairs to the present government the 
imports were $26,000,000 and now 
they are reduced to seven, or eight mil­
lions. I think, Mr. Speaker, that it is 
plain to all we are up against almost 
insurmountable difficulties. Take, for 
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instance a man who last year had a 
thousand dollars with which to buy his 
supplies and this year he goes down 
with two hundred dollars requiring the 
same amount of goods. That is· the 

• position of Newfoundland to-day and 
it is the first and only time that we 
have ever found ourselves in that 
position. 

To get back to the Bank Crash, the 
revenue that year was one and three 
quarter million dollars while flour was 
three or four dollars per barrel against 
fourteen dollars now. Molasses was 
then twenty-five or thirty cents a gal­
lon where to-day it is $1.00 a gallon . 
We were then in a pos ition to increase 
taxation, but are we in the same posi­
tion to-day? Our purchasing power 
has declined by many millions of dol­
lars and we are. in no posit ion to fur­
ther burden the people. I think th at 
in bringing down this Speech from the 
Throne the government has made a 
great mistake. If they told all the 
facts, they would have a very different 
story to tell. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is 
not my intention to delay the time of 
the House this afternoon as it is not 
usual on opening day, but when I read 
that Speech from the Thron~- I was so 
disgusted that I could not refrain from 
making some comment. 

To get back to the fishermen , where , 
is he going to get his supplies this 
spring? Is any sane man going to 
give supplies for fish that are still 

• swi,nming in the water? Another 
mistake was made with regard to our 
fisheries last season was in the matter 
of cure. The cure last year was much 
worse than for any previous year in 
my remembrance. Go down arid ask 
any merchant how much West India 
fish he hand handled. I know hull­
d reds of men who did not have 500 
quintals of Merchantable fish out of 

2000. I admired Mr. Scammell when 

he struck off from the subject and 

said that he would leave . it to the 

House; he very carefully avoided go­
ing too far. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I hope and trust 
that the Government still have some­
thing up their sleeves to tell the House 
and the country as to how they are go­
ing to get out of the mess they are in 
to-day. Will the Prime Minister tell 

• us how much relief was asked for 
during the winter? The western fish­
ery amounted to practically nothing 
while the fishermen of Placentia, For­
tune and other districts in that sec­
tion cannot get supplies this season. 
I hope when the House meets again 
we will get or perhaps the Prime Min­
ister will get up in his pl ace and give 
us some information on these points. 
When we we nt out of power we hand­
ed over a surplus of. some"thing like 
four millions of dollars with all bills 
pa id . Now take the da ily papers and 
compare the _insolvencies of the past 
year with those of any of previous 
years. We have been told we arc to 
take off th e export duty on pit props. 
That's a case of "killing the goose that 
lays the golden egg." If that is the 
onl y thing you will have to tell us. 1 t 
strikes me that you have a very in­
complete programme. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-I want that to 
go down through the reporters ' box 
into history. That was Mr. Grieve's 
statement. I have decided to wait the 
next two months and believe that will 
be verified. I apologize Mr. Speaker 
if I'm a bit out of order. I congratu­
late the mover of the address and in 
looking through the government ranks 
I can see no other who could put it so 
well, not even the Prime Minister 
himself. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-! 
desire to join with the Honourable the 
Leader of the Opposition in his courte­
ous references to Mr. S'cammell, the 
member for St. Barbe, who in such an 
eloquent manner moved for the ap­
pointment of a committee to draft the 
Address in Reply to the Gracious 
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Speech with which His Excellency has 
been pleased to open the present ses­
sion of the Legislature. He is one of 
the youngest members of the House 
and one of the most eloquent. I feel 
sure every person who heard him this 
afternoon expect from him much ex­
cellent ·work in debate during this ses­
sion and j1 brilliant political future. 
Captain Jones, of Little Bay Island, 
one of the members for the important 
constituency . of Twillingate, made a 
most excellent address. He has not 
had the platform experience which JY\ r. 
Scammell has had, but his utterances 
bore the hall mark of the firmness of 
character and sincerity of purpose for 
which Captain Jones is well known. I 
heartily congratulate these two gen­
tlemen on their efforts. 

The observations of the honourable 
leader of the Opposition on the Speech 
from the Throne interested me very 
much , for it gave me an opportunity to 
judge the sincerity of his attack. I 
looked through several of the ad­
dresses he made on public matters last 
year. I read some of the speeches he 
made some years ago when he was a 
bitter antagonist in this House of the 
Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Bond, P.C., 
K.C.M.G., the great Liberal chieftian 
and successor to the Rt. Hon. Sir Wm. 
Whiteway. Some of the most vigorous 
pronouncements he made this after­
noon are practically a verbatim copy 
of last year's attack. Some of his .vig­
orous attacks upon myself personally 
arc mild replica of his attacks of a 
few years ago upon my distinguished 
p redccessor. 

My honourable friend has assured 
the House that this is the worst speech 
with which a Legislature has ever 
been opened. He discussed the fact 
that there were many · things in which 
various sections of the country were 
interested, which matters were not re­
ferred to in the Speech from the 
Throne. The fact is there are many 
matters, some of considerable import-

ance, which have no reference made 
to them in the Speech from the 
Throne. As a matter of fact, it is not 
the custom here or in the old country 
to put a multitude of matters in the 
Speech from the Throne, but matters 
of major importance only. My honor­
able friend has ridiculed the idea l)f 
referring to the Labrador Boundary 
dispute. My honourable friend may 
regard this matter as insignificant and 
of no importance. 

Certainly the fact that the area in 
dispute is estimated at three times ·the 
area of the whole Island of Newfound­
land is naturally not known to the hon­
ourable member. He frequently boasts 
that he has spent twenty-eight years 
in this House, yet he is presumably 
not aware that area is of any import­
ance to Newfoundland, and the ques­
tion of the ownership of an area three 
times the size of our entire Island is 
of no importance. Sir Michael evi­
dently has the size of mind to ap­
preciate a speech if reference were 
made to rabbit and deer regulations, 
and it is a worthless document • if _it 
does not say whether legislation is 
contemplated about the closing or 
opening of a patridge season and does 
lay stress upon the international _mat­
ter, in the decision of which an area 
twice or three times the size of New­
foundland is involved. 

Referring to the Revenue, my friend 
opposite pointed out that the customs 
revenue was falling. I presume he 
desired to suggest that he was respon­
sible for the large revenues of war 
years, and I am responsible , for the 
fact that Customs Returns are now 
falling. Was not my honourable 
friend sufficiently long ,jn the Depart­
ment of Finance and Customs to know 
that our Customs Revenue is depen­
dent upon an ad valorem duty on im­
ported goods. Inflated 'prices of im­
ported goods meant inflated revenues. 
We are anxious that prices should de­
crease and • that must mean reduced 
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customs returns. Taxation on the 
country was exceedingly heavy during 
the war because of inflated prices. 

On the inflated price there was put 
by our system of ad valorem customs 
reven~es an inflated taxation . Prices 
are going down; revenue is going 
down, and the problem of readjust­
ment has to be faced at this session of 
the House. Taxes during the war 
were approximately three times as 
much as before the war. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-! admit that. 
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:­

Thank you for that. Every man is 
glad to see a reduction of prices but 
the readjustment of world conditions 
must necessarily mean a falling in the 
Customs returns. That's a fact that 
must be faced. Reference has been 
made to the Budget of last year. It 
contained certain figures of expendi­
ture-

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-You didn't 
propose much in your Manifesto. If 
you ·keep on as you are going you 
won't be long in power. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:­
If I keep on as I am going it is evident 
I will be here a long time. The esti­
mates of last year were different from 
the estimates of the year before main­
ly in the fact that they were honest 
estimates, giving the . salaries which 
the officials were receiving and not, as 
the estimates of my honourable friend 
opposite, the Leader of the Opposition, 
giving fictitious salaries as voted and 
saying nothing about the large supple­
mental amounts which a multitude of 
officials were receiving. In some cases 
the salaries as voted last year in the 
estimates were smaller than the sal­
aries which the honourable Minister 
of Finance, and Customs had been 
previously paying. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-Especially the 
scssional pay. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:­
The sessional fee was increased at the 
last session of the Legislature to 

$1,000. Every member of the opposi­
tion supported the increase. I have 
not yet heard that my honourable 
friend, the Leader of the Opposition, 
returned his cheque because it was too 
large. As a government we were un­
fortunately situated in finding our­
selves compelled to adopt the inflated 
expenditure. Some salaries were, as 
a matter of fact, · undervoted. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Can you 
quote one? 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:­
Ycs, Messrs . Martin and Doyle, the 
Registrar and Deputy Registrar of 
Vital Statistics. Their ·salaries were 
increased in our estimates, but as 
voted were less than the salaries 
which they were actually receiving 
prior to the supposed increase. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-What was 
your predecessors', such men as Bond 
and others got less. And then there 
are your extra amounts besides. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-! 
receive $4,000 a year as Colonial Sec­
retary, and $4,000 as Prime Minister. 
My predecessor, Rt. Hon. Sir Wm. F. 
Lloyd, who was the leader of the party 
which the honourable the leader of the 
opposition supported, was Prime Min­
ister and Attorney General. The salary 
which he received for these two offices • 
was the sum of $5000.00. 

As to my salary of $8,000, if the 
honourable the leader of the opposition 
will ~sk any one of the s~veral lawyers 
of his party, he will be informed that 
my earning capacity as a professional 
and business man, entirely outside of 
any political associations, is more than 
twice that figure. I am her.e, not be­
cause the office pays me a wage, but 
because' it is a joy to fight on behalf 
of Newfoundlanders against such peo­
ple as constitute the opposition. No 
prime minister under present condi­
tions or under past conditions could 
occupy the office and support and 
maintain himself and his family upon • 
the income received from public 
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sources, unless he received money ln 
the way that some of the honourable 
members of the opposition received it 
during the war, namely, beca use of' 
contractual relationship with the gov­
ernment. 

The sum of $8,000 a year voted in 
the estimates as a salary for the Prime 
Minister and Colonial Secretary is not 
as great as the amount of money 
which some of Sir Michael's colle­
agues when he was in charge af af­
fairs drew out of the public_ funds per 
month. Certainly they drew the money 
in a w;iy which could not be seen in 
the estimat~s. The transaction was o! 
a contractual nature with the govern­
ment of which they were members. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Sir Wm. 
Whiteway and Sir E. P. Morris lived 
on it. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-Sir 
Wm. Whiteway and Sir E. P. Morri s 
did not live on it, nor did Sir Robert 
Bond or Sir James Winter li ve on it , 
I do not know the details of the fin­
ancial affiars of these gentlemen, but 
I do know that when Sir James Winter 
who was the leader of the Newfound­
land Bar, Attorney General for many 
years and prime minister of this 
country, passed away, his estate was 
not sufficient to pay his liabilities. His 
income was barely sufficient to support 
and maintain himself in comparative 
penury for a man of his standing and 
to educate his children. 

Sir William Whiteway was another 
outstanding case, in ,vhich that gentle­
man, who was an outstanding . states­
man, a man whose name is indelibly 
written in the political history of New­
foundland, after a life of rigid econo-· 
my, died a pauper, leaving his widow 
and children practically penniless. The 
Rt. Hon. Sir E. P. Morris, when he be­
came prime minister of this colony, 
was a man of substantial wealth, but 
when he retired from the position of 
prime minister, he was a comparative­
ly poor man. Take the case of the Rt. 

Hon. Sir Robert Bond, it cost him 
many thousands of dollars a 11ear out 
of his own personal wealth t; live as 
prime minister of Newfoundland. Sir 
William Whiteway was the most la­
mentable case of all. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-You know his 
friends called him Money Bags White-
way. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-
Quite right. And they had just :is 
much reason for calling him Money 
Bags Whiteway ·as yo u ha,;e for y~ur 
dis'courtcous reference to me in a 
similar connection a few minutes ago. 
Sir William Whiteway was a states­
man and a gentleman, a man who lived 
the rigid economy, and even then could 
not leave an estate sufficiently large to 
provide his widow with a living in-
come. 

Before the honourable the leader of 
th e opposition was pleased to interrupt 
me I was pointing out to this House 
that th e seriousness of the situation 
which we have in this country is such 
that the time of this House should not 
be wasted in lengthy and acrimonious 
debate on the Address in Reply. This 
session is called for the despatch of 
business and not for the display of 
oratory. As representatives of the 
people we must looJc the facts fairly 
and squarely in the face. 

Our customs revenues are based al­
most entirely upon ad valorem taxa­
tion. Prices have been and will con­
tinue to be tumbling. That means that 
our customs revenue has been 
tumbling, and will so· continue. The 
late administration found enormous 
revenues blowing in, because of the 
increased price of goods, it being upon 
that increased price of goods that the 
ad valorem taxation brough~ such in­
flated revenues. Our predecessors 
made no effort to conserve to New­
foundland these revenues. They in­
creased salaries and expenditures in 
all directions, and by the building of 
two new wings to the Lunatic Asylum 
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. and a huge addition to the Sanitarium, 
placed upon this present government 
not only the expenses of paying a 
large share of the cost of the build­
ings which they started to construct, '. 
but the expense of equipment and out­
fitting of these large additions and of 
the staff, upkeep, maintenance and 
supplies. Salaries have been enorm­
ously increased. A half million dol­
lars of the money which came in easily 
in ad valorem duties because of . the 
increased price of goods w_as scattered 
around the country as the famous cor­
ruption fund with which they attempt­
ed to secure their return to power in 

• November, 1919, an expenditure for 
which not ten per cent. value was 
given. 

As I shall have many occasions of 
discussing these various matters dur­
ing the course of the session, I shall 
not, on this , the occasion of the formal 
opening of the House, further deta in 
you, but I cannot sit down without im­
pressing upon each honourable mem­
ber present necessity for serious con­
sideration of the grave problems which 
Newfoundland must face in this after­
war reconstruction period. The fact 
that · we are politicians is a mere inci­
dent to Ne\yfoundland; the fact that 
we are Liberal or Tory i's also a mere 
incident to Newfoundland. The • im­
portant point to Newfoundland is that 
we are Newfoundlanders, and we per­
form our duty to ourselves, this Cham­
ber and our country only _. insofar as 
each member of this Chamber, 
whether Liberal or Tory, devotes hi!l 
very best effort to the solution of the 
problems ot the land o! our birth. 

MR. WALSH:-lVIr. Speaker, not­
wlthstaudjng -the fact that it is not 
customary on the opening day to 
refer at length to the Speech from 
the Throne, especially by others 
outside of the Mover, the Seconder, 
the Leader of the Op1iosition and the· 
Leader of the Government,' J think 
this occasion the most important one 

In • the history of our country and I 
cannot allow this opportunity to pass 
without saying a word or two with 
regard to the seriousness of the sit­
llil,tion we find ourselves faced with.· 
Before doing so,, however, I wish to 
associate myself with the expres­
s ions of congra tulation which have 
IJeen tendered the Mover and Second­
er for a Committee to draft an ad­
dress , in reply to the Speech from 
the Throne and I would also wish to, 
associate myself with the r esolutions 
of sympathy which were so ably 
proposecl and secondecl by the Leacler, 
of the Government and my Leader, 
'Sir Michael Cashin. The death of 
the Hon. Walter Baine Grieve means 
a distinct loss to both branches or 
the Legislature. Without attempting 
to reflect on the ability of any man 
who holds a seat in either of these 
Chambers, I think I can truthfullY, 
say that the late Walter Baine GrievEl 
was one of the most brilliant orators1 
tha t i t was my lot to ever hear speak, 
in this country and we have ample, 
proofs of his great wisdom. If his 
advice had been taken at the lasG 
session of the Legislature condition:,, 
that now exist in .the country to a 
great extent would not be. By thei 
passing of the Hon. Mr. Grieve the 
mercantile community of Newfound1 
land suffers a severe blow and the 
district that I have the honour to, 
r epresent will be one of the greatest 
sufferers, especially now when OUl) 

people -are so sorely in need of fin-/ 
f'.ncial assistance, so -that they may 
be able to carry on the fishery dur­
ing the coming season. During the 
past four or five years we have been 
called upon to record the d'eaths or 
some • of our mercantile men whom 
the country could ill afford to lose. 
'l'he death of the late John Harve}' 
was a serious blow, and tha.t fol­
lowed in the 

I 
walce of the loss sus­

tained by the death of the late Johll/ 
S. Munn of Bowring Bros., then the 



r 
22 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Jnss of M'r. Goodridge, whose name 
was a household word, especially in, 
I he district of Placentia and St. 
Mary's, and all of these men and 
others, including the subject of the 
resolutions befo're the House are meilj 
whom the trade of this country can, 
not • be carried on without. I am 
glad of this opportunity on behal! of 
the people of Placentia and St. 
Mary's to add a few words to this 
resolution and through you, sir, I wish 
to tender to the relatives of the late 
Walter Baine Grieve, on behalf of the_i 
people of the district I have the hon-1 

our to represent, as well as on my 
own behalf, my sincerest sympathy. 1 

Now sir, with regard to the SpeechJ 
from the Throne, I would first say, 
tllat I feel sorely disappointed withJ 
the emptiness of this document. It: 
is not the kind of programme that 
the people of this country were ex­
pecting at the opening of this Legis­
lature. There is so little of sub­
stance to be found in this document 
that one would have to look else-

• where to find material that would be 
worthy of discussion in this Cham­
ber. It has already . been held up to 
so much and such well-merited criti­
cism and conte.mpt by Sir Michael 
Cashin that it is almost unnecessary 
for me to go into detail. One thing; 
I wish to point out, Mr. Speaker, is 
that this country ls , now passing 
through n period of depression and 1 
destitution as was never befor_e ex~ 
perienced in our history. When the 
people of this country are given· an 
opportunity to read and digest the 
contents of this document, I have no 
hesitation in predicting that theY; 
wlll be amazed. It will be poor con­
solation to the tens of thousands of 
our fellow countrymen who are this 
very evening perhaps without the 
ordinary necessities of life, to find out 
that the Labrador Boundary question 
occupies a prominent place in the 
Speech from the Throne. I-t will be 

poor consolation to the half hungry 
men, women and children who are 
existing to-day in some cases on 
pauper-dole to know that the Hon. 
the Prime Minister is drawing down 
a salary of $8000 per year besides1 
pickings and picnics galore; it wm1 
be no consolation to the people of 
this country to !mow that the Hon .. 
Mr. Warren, the Attorney Generali 
has commissioned himself to take aJ 
slice out of the tax-payers of thls1 
country for his services in connection; 
with the Labrador Boundary question 
and that already according to the 
Auditor General's report, $20,000.00; 
has been paid to some seven or e!gh1j 
firms or lawyers in connection with/ 
this Labrador Boundary In . my 
opinion, Mr. Speaker, this is one or, 
the worst scandals, one of the most 
vicious pieces of political graft an<" 
co rruption that has ever been perpet­
rated in this country, and if conditions 
are allowed to go along as they have1 
been in the past eighteen months and 
expenditures are allowed to be ·made 
to party heelers, and ignorant inter­
ference with the legitimate trade of 
the country is to be continued by the 
powers that be, it will be a matter 
of indifference to the peopl~ of thisi 
country whether our claim to thl51 
disputed territory is justified or whe­
ther Canada wins out in the case be-, 
fore the Privy Council. Because illj 
my opinion before six months have 
passed our financial condition will b~ 
such that we will be compelled .to g~ 
with onr hats in our hands, and O'l!'!j 
fingers in our mouths so to speak 
:..nd ple_acl with Canadian statesmen 
to take us in bolus-bolus. So not. 
only will Canada get the Labrador 
but the city of St. John's and every1 
town and village in the country, and 
every man, woman and child in the 
country will be owned body and soul 
by the Dominion of Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, if it is not the in-, 
tention to sit tonight I have much 
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pleasure in moving the adjournmeny 
of the debate. 

The following Select Committee was 
appointed, namely :-Mr. Scammell, 
Mr. Jones, Hon. the Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs, Mr. Targett, Mr. Hig­
gins, Mr. Lewis. 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce a Bill entitled "An Act to 
Am.end the Women's Patriotic Funds 
Trust Act, 1920." 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that would on to-morrow ask leave to 
introduce a Bill entitled "An Act to 
Amend the Crown _Lands Act." 

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice 
that he would on to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce a Bill entitled "An Act 
Respecting the Encouragement 'Jf 
Sheep Farming." 

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave 
notice that on to-morrow he would ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled "An 
Act for the Protection of Neglected, 
Dependent and Delinquent Children." 

Hon. the Minister of Justic.e gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend Chapter 170 of the Con­
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en­
titled 'Of Ma_rine Courts of Enquiry'." 

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave · 
n~tice 'that he would on to~morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled "An 
Act to amend the Law relating to Lot­
teries." 

Hon. the Minister ·of Justice gave 
notice that he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a Bill entitled "An 
Act to Amend the Terra Nova Sulphite 
Company's Act, 1!)20." 

Mr. Higgins gave notice of question. 
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of 

question. 
Mr. Moore gave notice of question. 
Dr. Jones gave notice of question. 
Mr. Bennett gave notice of question. 
Mr. MacDonnell gave notice of ques-

tion. 
Mr. Lewis gave notice of question·. 

Mr. Sinnott gave notice of question. 
Mr. Fox gave notice of question. 
It was moved and seconded that 

when the House rises it adjourn until 
Monday next, April 4th, at three of the 
clock. 

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly. 

MONDAY, April 4th, 1921. 
The House met at three of the clock 

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Mr. Speaker, 1 

I ask the indulgence of the House for 
the purpose of drawing the attention 
of the House to a most unfortunate 
matter which appeared in the organ of 
the government on Saturday· last and 
of which we desire to register our dis­
approval. I have here the article •n 
question , printed in the Daily Star on 
Saturday last and which reads as fol­
lows : 
"GAMBLING FOR A GRAVEYARD" 

It is with deep sorrow that The Star 
is compelled to express its opinion on 
the horrible desecration of the name 
or Beaumont Hamel by the occupants 
or Government House. The public re­
members Beaumont. Hamel. With the 
best blood of our b.o¥s was that field 
enriched. There is no more precious 
spot in God's Universe to a Newfound­
lander. With bloody sweat and agony 
at home has the name been conse-

. crated. 
After July 1st, 1916, our boys' 

bodies lay on the oozy soil in the 
scorching heat and nightly dew and 
and then became a part of Mother 
Earth.. Truly, it was earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust. No 
burial was possible. Nature herself 
provided interment, ·and the roar of 
battle was the requiem they had. 

More than a year ago the Govern­
ment arranged through the Depart­
ment of Militia to purchase the entire 
field and keep it sacred as a bit of 
Newfoundland in France, in fnct, the 
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richest bit of Newfoundland in the 
world. 

By what authority then did His Ex­
cellency the Governor have a card and 
pool party at Government House on 
Thursday night last to raise money by 
a big social function and gambling for 
the purchase of this burial plot? If 
the Governor felt that the taxpayers of 
Newfoundland were too callous and 
poor to provide their own shrine and 
sacred burial plot, then his action 
might be pardoned, though because of 
its nat ure it could never be justified. 

The Governor would not have in­
voked the gambling table of Govern­
ment House to provi~e funds for Beau­
mont Hamel if his boy had sunk into 
the m·oist clay to becom·e a part of 
mother earth with ~esting place un­
marked and untraceable. Supposing 
the editor of this paper had no sensi­
bilities and no sense of propriety. Sup­
posing he put up a wheel of fortune 
and had a dance in The Sar office to 
get money to bury the body of the 
Governor's boy. What would the Gov­
ernor think about it ? What difference 
is there between that crude illustration 
of callousness and the action of the 
Governor in running of a gay function 

·with draw poker on terms that all the 
money won at gambling that night 
should be used to buy the beloved 
burial plot of Newfoundland? 

If money has to be secured by 
private subscription for this pur­
pose it should be given with 
prayer and devotion, and not through 
the excitement, glamour and hilarity 
of the card room or the ball room, not 
even if· Government House sets the 
pace. 

Let Beaumont Hamel rest in peace. 
I beg, Mr. Speaker, give notice of 

the following Resolution: 
RESOLVED:-That this House be­

fore · pro_ceeding with the consideration 
of the Address in Reply, feels called 
upon to place on record its indignant 
and forceful protest and emphatic con-

demnation of the article in the "Daily 
Star" ne~spaper of ~Saturday last en­
titled "Gambling for a Graveyard" 
This article constitutes a brutal and 
uncalled for attack upon His Excel­
lency the Governor, in regard to a 
purely personal matter and one, which 
in . the opinion of the House, in no way 
warrants the criticism directed at it. 

MR. BENNETT:-Mr.. Speaker, it is 
my painful duty to rise for the purpose 
of seconding the resolution proposed 
by the hon. leader of ·the Opposition. 
The subject is a most painful one and 
in my opinion it is desirable that it be ' 
debated as little as possible. A more 
unfortunate article never appeared in 

,a local newspaper. Where it emanated 
from or with what motive it was writ­
ten I cannot say, but the fact of it be­
ing in a government organ makes it 
all the more serious. I therefore, Mr. 
Speaker, beg to second the resolution 
just proposed. • 

HON. MR. FOOTE :-Mr. Speaker, 
I regret very much that the leader of 
the ·opposition has thought fit to bring 
the matter in question before this 
House. What any newspaper, might do 
is no matter for this House. :' I was one 
of those present at the pa/ty referred 
to and I participated in that session or 
whatever it may be called . I brought 
the matter to the notice of the mem­
mers of the Government and knew no­
thing of it. I don't think it should be 
brought in here at all and· I would ask 
the hon. member to withdraw his reso­
lution. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Mr . • Speaker, 
I am sorry I cannot see eye to eye with 
the hon. gentleman. Doctors differ 
you know, and patients di_e. It is a 
well known fact that the Prime Minis­
ter is the owner of the paper in which 
that article_ appeared. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-That is 
not true. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-I hear . that 
for the first time. Everybody beli_eves 
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that you are or at least th at you are 
the controlling spirit behind it. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-! am a 
substantial creditor, that is all. 

SIR M. P .. CASHIN:-That is mere­
ly splitting hairs, sir. It is well known 
that you control the Daily Star. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-That 
does not happen to be the case. 

SIR · M. P. CASHIN :-',-It is public 
property all the same that you do con­
trol° it. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER:-It is 
not true. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN ::;-There is not a 
man in sound of your voice who does 
not believe that you are the owner or 
at least · that you have the controlling 
interest in that paper and many ques­
tion the writer of that article, indeed 
many a re uncharitable as to blame 
you for it. Then when we come in 
here and express our disapprovai of 
this beastly, contemptible treatment 
of the king's representative a minister 
of the government gets up and tells us 
the matter is not one for the house. 
The resolution has been moved and 
seconded in the regular ,vay and it will 
stand. The prime minister admits that 
he is a shareholder. • 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-1 aqi 
not a shareholder, and the government 
knows nothing · of the article in ques­
tion. I stated that I was me~ely a 
creditor of the Dail)I Star, as no doubt 
Sir Michael Cashin is of many similar 
concerns. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN:-And still after 
that article apP,_earing in the Daily 
Star, he goes down and dines at Gov­
ernment House Saturday night. He 
says he is n; t the owner of that pa­
per but he is not in a position to go 
down and dismiss Dr. Mosdell if he 
wishes to? 

Now I don't want to critic Dr. Mos­
dell, he is open to criticism where the 
war is concerned, and was one of those · 
who took to the woods when the war 
was _ on and his paper was closed up 

for sedition. Then you came out and 
told the country you would stand by 
The Star politically and flnancially and 
your brother member now asks to have 
this resolution withdrawn. The article 
was rotten in every sense of the word. 
There is no reason to withdraw the 
resolution and he gave none. It should 
be the first duty of the House to pass 
the resolution condemning the article. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:­
The leader of the Opposition is right 
in saying he is ,vithin his rights in 
bringing the matter before the House, 
bur notice must be given . of question 
and none was given in this case. 

·sIR M. P. CASHIN :-That's . only 
quibbling. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE :-! 
do not like that remark and it is not 
so. The rules of the House are there 
and if you want to debate it-and I say 
right here that I wish to disassociate 
myself with the sentiment of the ar­
ticle-you should give notice of ques­
tion for to-morrow. 

MR. HIGGINS:-! think you have 
lost sight of the point and look upon 
this as a ' vote of censure on the gov-· 
ernment. It seems th at the govern­
.men! side wishes to take all the claim 
for loyalty. The leader of the Opposi-

• tion instead of moving the adjourn­
ment of the House to discuss the 
question, as he might have done and 
as in the practice in England, did ask 
the indulgence of the House to deal 
with it. !believe that both sides of 
the House will go on record in sup­
port of the resolution. We have every 
right to demand that this be dealt with 
at the earliest possible moment and to 
go on record, as legislators in deplor­
ing it. I think if very unfortunate that 
this should be asked to be left stand 
over for debate. None of us desire _to 
debate it; I have memories of Beau­
mont Hamel that prevent me wishing 
to discuss it. . As to what paper it is 
in is only a matter of incident. I 
should be condemned, in '}hatever pa-
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per it might have appeared anq I think 
we would be unworthy of. ourselves if 
we failed to go on record as opposed 
to such an attack on His Excellency. 
If the desire is to have a dress debate 
I regret it as there is so much to be 
said in connection with the matter. In 
justice to those coming after us we 
should keep the House clean. This is 
not a party measur~ and is not raised 
in a partisan spirit. It is not raised 
as an opposition measure and it is this 
spirit I support the resolution. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE :-! 
speak that the indulgence of the 
House. The paper referred to happens 
to be an organ of the government but 
I wish to disassociate myself with the 
sentiment of the article. When the 
opposition leader got up he left the 
impression it was a party measu re as 
he stated the article was in the gov­
ernment paper, but I'm glad to hear 
such is not the case. I don't know 
what is in the article but think we 
should follow the regular parliament­
ary procedure and notice be given of 
the question for to-morrow. The lead-

• er of the ·opposition might have ad­
journed the House for consideration 
of the question but I think it should 
be left over till to-morrow. 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
-I would like to express myself in 
favour of the view of the Hon. Minis­
ter of Justice and before voting would 
like to have the privilege of reading 
the article over. Otherwise I would 
be voting for so~ething I know noth­
ing about and should like to be able_ to 
see it. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-1 agree 
with some of the observations of my 
learned friend Mr. Higgins ·but dis­
agree with the working of the resolu­
tion and expressions of the leader of 
the opposition, if a suitable resolution 
were moveq by Mr. Higgins · I believe 
it would pass unanimously. It is un­
fortunate that attention was called by 
the News J!} the morning and The Siar 

in the afternoon to the incident at 
Government House. 

Sir M. P. Cashin tabled the resolu­
tion. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER :-1 beg 
to lay on the table of the House the 
report of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General on the accounts of the Colony 
for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1920, and also his special report under 
Section 33B of the Aud it Act. 

MR. HIGGINS :-! would like to 
ask the leader of the House if the mo­
tion for the adoption of the Address in 
Reply to the Speech from the Throne 
be deferred until to-morrow, till we get 
the answers to some of the questions 
asked. The reason for this request is • 
that anything that I have to asy on the 
Speech from the Throne, I want to be 
able to say intelligently, and this I 
cannot do without some of the inform­
ation asked for in the questions of the 
previous sittings of March 30th. Now 
that the report has been received, I 
would ask the Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter if this motion might stand until to­
morrow. The information in par.ticu­
lar that I would like to have is in con­
nection with the railway policy. 

HON. PRIME M,INISTER :-Mr. 
Speaker, with regard to all questions 
addressed to myself, with the excep­
tion of Nos. 6 and 7 which have al­
ready been dealt with, the typewritten 
answers have not yet arrived but will 
be here some time this afternoon. That 
applies to Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, No. 7 ex­
cepting statement of accounts, Nos. 7, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 
21. Having been in the reporters' box 
myself I know the difficulty of report­
ing these answers, and I am therefore 
having them prepared in writing, and 
will be in a po9ition to deal with all 
of them during the afternoon. 

MR. WALSH
0

:-l\fr. Speaker, hav­
ing already said a word or two in re­
lation to some matters now before 
the House; having already extended 
my congratulations to the mover and 
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seconder of the Address in Reply to 
His Excellency the Governor's Speech) 
from the Throne and having already, 
associated myself with the Resolu­
tions of sympathy passed the open-1 
Ing day, it Is scarcely necessary for 
me to go back over the same ground1 
lmt I also intimated to the House atJ 
,the ·opening that I would avail o! 
the first possible opportunity to deai 
at greater length with the very Im­
portant matters that are holding a 
prominent place in the minds of the 
people of this country at the present 
t:me. Now, I might say at the star~ 
that I do not at all approve of thei 
attitude of those Ministers on tho, 
other side of the House from whom 
-we have to try and glean all the pos­
sible information we can get, so thatj 
we can deal inteliigently with the; 
conduct of the present administration 
for the past twelve months. It seems, 
to me 1 rpat the set policy of the,, 
papers supporting the Government Is 
lo attack the members of the Oppos­
ition and hurl at them the vilest 
kind .of personal abuse so that the:i, 
may be frightened from asking ques-, 
tinns that would expose the conduct 
of their bosses. But I want to servr 
notice on these literary assassins thaq 
:i.uy reference of theirs in 'the public; 
press will not prevent me from turn-,. 
ing the searchlight on th ecations or 
the Government for the past eight~ 
cen months. When I asked a ques­
tion yesterday, a question · that in my 
opinion is one of the most important 
that will possibly be put on the ordelj 
paper, I am the subject of a bitter, 
attack through the columns of th~ 
Evening Advocate, the official orgaIJi 
of the Hon. Mr. Coaker and his asso• 
ciates in the F. P. U. The question 
referred to was as follows:-

"I give notice that I will on to­
morrow ask the Hon. tqe Prime 
Minister' in the absence of the Hon. 
Minister of Finance to lay on the 
table of the House a statement 

showing If the F. P. U. or any of its, 
subsidiary ·-companies , owe any 
money for bonds at the Custom 
House." 

'J'o-day when I took up a copy of 
the Advocate I was unmercifully at­
tacked because . I had dared to ask 
sueh a duestion. Whll'st I have nq' 
personal desire to enquire into the 
private affairs of any private con­
cern, nor have I any desire to in an:i, 
way inju_re the legitimate actions o& 
the F. P. U., or any of its companies. 
r have also a desire and a firm de­
cision that I am going to safeguard in 
so far as I can the interests of the 
other sections of the country that 
a re not represented in this House by 
the F. P. U. nor its officia ls. No 
11anc man can argue that the F. P. U. 
can be regarded as a private enter­
prize. It must be conceded by all. 
intelligent people that the Fishermen's 
Protectiv'e Union is the biggest politl• 
ral and mercantile corporation that 
Newfoundland has ever had. As fo:r 
its political powers one has only to 
look across the House and there you 
can find eleven men wh9 came _here 
r epresenting the business and finan-

1 

<:iul interests of this corporation andj 
it is for ,this reaso·n and this reason. 
alone that I must demand to have an:i, 
questions that I have ·to ask in ref­
erence to this organization answered 
promptly. !notice by ,the AuditOI) 
General's report . that $500,000 was 
taken from the ·treasury and handed 
over to the Hon. the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, who is Presi­
dent of the F. P. U. and Managing 
Director of its commercial enter­
prizes, (o be used in the purchase ot 
fiRh. The motto of the official organ 
of Mr. Coaker is "Suum Cuique". 
which means equal rights to all. 
Well Mr. Speaker, I ask you in all 
Reriousness, is this practising the 
doctrine or equal rights? This $500,-
000 was a. part of the surplus left by_ 
the Govemment of Sir Michael Cash-
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in. It was owned by the tax-payers 
of this country, no particular sect!oni 
of them. The men of Placentia ana· 
St. :Ma ry's Bays, the men of Fortune 
Hay, the men of Burin District and 
the men of Conception Bay and the 
pl!ople of this city had just as much 
claim on the Treasury of this coun­
try as had the men who are represent­
ed by :\'Ir. Coaker. But the Hon~ 
~Iinister of Marine and Fisheries, 
whom nobody would dispute is the. 
dictator and who was acting Prime 
Minister in the absence of the Hon.1 

Mr. Squires last year, was apparently\ 
given carte blanche by the Execu~ 
tive Government to handle this $500,-, 
00t)as he saw fit and then when one 
comes In here and from his official 
place in this House makes a query 
as to the· expenditure of the moneYJ 
he is held up to ridicule by a section 
of the press. I find that a large 
amount of that money was spent to1 
pu~·chase fish from a certain section 
of the Island. I deplore the attitude} 
of the Members of the Governmen~ 
who are not representing F. P. U.• 
constituencies, who will sit by and 
allow the interests of the districts 
they represent to be sacrificed. I am 
sony to make this stateme_nt that we 
have in the distrjct of Placentia and 
St. Mary's to-day no less than 20,9001 
quintals of fish which at the pres­
ent moment you could not get twenty 
cents a quintal for · and the poor fish-. 
crmen who had to toil from morn to 
night to procure that fish have had 
to appeal to the Commissioner or, 
Public Charities .for support. During, 
the seven years that I have had the 
honour of a sea.t in this House as a, 

n•presentative for this important dis­
trict to my certain knowledge there 
was not altogether during these seven 
y,ears $700 worth of poor relief sent: 
t.o the district, but unfortunately with­
in the past two or three months there 

has been thousands of dollars worth 

of provisions doled out in the usulil 

way. It is a stigma that the people 
of this historic old district abhor and 
resent. It is a stigma that wa!! 

placed upon them not by their own' 
actions but by the insane legislation 
or an incapable administration. If 
the men who are holders of this fish 
were able to market it as theY) 
would have been able to do had the1 
trade not been interfered with, they 
would be in a position to-day to be. 
able to outfit for the coming season.1 
But it is ancient history now what 
has happened to our foreign markets 
and I doubt if the tens of thousands 
of quintals of fish bought by Mr. 
Ccaker from his friends and from 
himself in some cases and in the • 
districts which he politically con, 
trols at the present moment will be, 
ever utilized as an article of food.\ 
By bull-headed interference and un-, 
diplomatic actions the Italian market 
has been destroyed and this fish, 
which is a perishable article, is now 
lying around St. John's in stores andj 
with the warm weather approaching, 
J predict that by the middle of the 
summer it will have to be shovelled 
out and carted away to some of the 
farmers in and around St. John's. 
The whole proceedure -is a piece of 
vidous class legislation and I predict, 
that when .the people of this country 
find out what has really happened 
ther,e will be an uprising. If for _ no 
other reason -than this, it is quite suf- 1 

ficient that the present administration 
will go down in history as the most 
dishonest and most in competent ad­
rninis"tration that ever controlled the 
affairs of this country. It may be 
alright for Mr. Jennings or Mr. 
Coaker or any other Hon. gentleman 
who holds a seat in this House to 
do their best for this particular con­
stituency but. the other sections of 
the Island should not be sacrificed. 
All I would ask for is a. square deal . 

and as the Fishermen's Advocate says 

"to every man his own." But the 
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attitude o[· the Government in con-. 
nection with this fish business is not 
in accordance . with this motto. Per­
sonally I have nothing but respect and1 
sympathy for any number of the fish­
ermen who banded themselves to-. 
g(,ther for the betterment of their 
homes anrl surroundings. I am in, 
sympathy with the F. P. U. as an or-. 
ganization if its activities were con­
fined to the original intention, but 
when the F. P . U. or any other cor-; 
poratoi1 tries to control the Govern-

. ment of the co~ntry then it is about 
time for someone to step in and say 
"tliou shalt not pass." 

Mr. Speaker: What the - fishermen 
and laboring men of this country 
are interested in at the present time 
is what is the Government going to 
do to find employment for the tens of 
thousands of our people who are to­
day alarmed at the serious situation. 
They want to know what programme 
the Government has to relieve the 
tension. They want to know what 
proposition the Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries has with regard to the 
prosecution of the cod-fishery the 
coming summer; they want to know 
wliat is the Government's program­
me for the opening up of new 
avenues of employment which are 
daily referred to in the . papers sup­
porting the Government and which 
were outlined in the Manifesto of the 
Leader of the Government when he 
appealed for votes. The public are 
anxious to know what ·is being done 
with regard to Bell Island, 'and 
whether that antagonistic spirit 
which I presume is responsible for 
the tying up of this important indus­
try, is still in evidence. I say it is 
the duty of the Leader of this House 
and every individual member in the 
House irrespective of where his desk 
may be located, to see that· these 
matters are ventilated properly. 
Cheap personalities and camouflage 
should be abolished. Every question 

that is being sent across to the Gov­
ernment benches by . the . representa­
tives of the Opposition is a fulfilment 
o! our duty. We are here as the 
safety valve of the whole machinery 
which operates the Government and 
the country who are watching our 
actions today and are demanding that 
our queries be answered by the prop­
er men. · It is quite tn;e that these 
questions sometimes cause' bad feel­
ing ·and uneasiness in the ranks of 
the Government, but we care not who 
is hurt. We are bound to do our 
duty. If the members of the Govern­
ment did not regard these queries as 
being detrimental to ,a continuation of 
their rece1vmg high emoluments, 
they would have freely handed back 
answers, but it is because they know 
that the country is determined to 
know the true situation that they are 
complaining about our questions. But 
the public know and the Ministers of 
the Government know that there is 
sufficient ability on this side of the 
House to be able to force the infor. 
mation no matter how much the Gov­
ernment supporters may wriggle. 

Yesterday for a few • minutes I 
dealt with one or two subjects that I 
found in the Auditor General's Re­
port. I also dealt with the Labrador 
Boundary question; I cio not propose 
to deal with it any further this ses­
sion. I found an amount in the Aud­
itor General's report paid to the 
Price Waterhouse Company of $10,-
546. I presume this Company is the • 
expert auditors who were brought 
down here a little while ago so that 
they may be able to turn the X-ray 
on the actions of Sir Michael Cashin, 

,.Sir John· Crosbie, Mr. Woodford, · the 
ex-:tyiinister of Public Works, and 
other gentlemen who were associat­
ed with them In the late Government. 
It is _quite alright apparently to 
spend $10,000 to compile a report to 
try to put one of tliese gentlemen in 
an aw}cward position. They never 
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did hope lo · convict any of these 
gentlemen and send them to prison 
as they published broadcast through 
their filthy papers, but they thought 
they might be able to · get something 
which would be sufficient to belittle 
Sir Michael Cashin and his asso­
ciates in the eyes of the public; and 
the result ls. that the tax-payers ot 
this country are called upon to pay . 
$10,000 for this report, and the re­
port itself is one of the best possible 
compliments that could be paid Sir 
Michael Cashin and his associates for 
their honesty, integrity and ability 
during their term of office; and the 
men who were responsible for these 
dirty insinuations, the men who were 
responsible for bri~ging thei;e sleuths 
from America to this country to make 
this report are not possessed of suf­
ficient manhood to get up here in 
their place in this House and apolo­
gize to Sir Michael Cashin and his 
associates whom they so foully charg­
ed. When Sir Michael Cashin and his 
Government went out of office in 1919 
their story, Mr. Speaker, : had been 
told several times and :.in several 
places, but I think the time is quite 
opportune to repeat this story from 
my place in the House. I say when 
Sir Michael Cashin went out of office 
in November, 1919, he handed over to 
the Exchequer of this country the 
magnificent sum of three and a half 
millions of dollars as a surplus. He 
handed it to the Hon. Mr. Brownrigg, 
who, by the way, I regret, is absent 
from his place in this House. I regret 
that he escaped my memory on the 
opening day, and if I may be pardon­
ed, Mr. S'peaker, I would avail of this 

. opportunity to express my sincere re­
gret at his absence, and I hope and 
trust that the time is not far distant 
when my hon. friend will be restored 
to his former good health; Though 
the Hon. Mr. Brownrigg and myself 
have agreed to disagree so far as 
politics are concerned, I regard him 

as an honorable man, and I regard 
him as a good citizen. We all hope 
that before the session is very' far 
advanced that he may be able to take 
his seat. 

To get baclc to the matter I was 
speaking of, Mr. Speaker, I say that 
the ·enormous sum of three and a half 
millions of dollars was handed over 
by Sir Michael, Cashin to his suc­
cessor, the Hon. Mr. Brownrigg. This 
money was given in trust for the 
people of this country, to be put 
aside fo~· the unfortunate rainy day 
which any man with the slightest 
sense of vision or foresight could see 
must be the inevitable outcome of the 
termination of the Great War.· The 
present Government, under the lead­
ership of Hon. R. A. Squires, went to 
the country in 1919, and they present­
ed to the electorate a very attractive 
programme. I have a copy of the 
Manifesto in my hand, and after per­
using it very carefully, I cannot 
blame the larger number of people all 
over the Island who spontaneously 
responded to the appeal sent out by 
the Leader of Government. I say, sir, 
that this little document, if it wer(l 
written, as I have no doubt it was 
written, in sincerity, could hardly 
fail t.o secure sympathy and :mpport. 
Were any of the promises embodleu 
in that Manifesto carried out? I say 
no, Sir: Despite the fact that the sum 
of three and a half millionc: of dol­
lars that was earned by Cashin and 
his associates 1.nd han\led over to 
Squires and his 1ssoclates and used 
by the Hon. Mr. Squires and his fol­
lowers in most caoes for their own 
personal benefit. So far as I can see 
there has been no attempt made to 
carry out any of the claims contain­
ed in q11s Manifesto. In thts l~ttle 
·book . a very attractive policy is out­
lined. ·The wisdom of being conserv­
ative with regard to public expendi­
ture is interestingly portrayed: tne 
erection of public utilities in variou:1 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 31 

parts of the count~y whi.ch requires 
them is promised. Increai:;ed votes 
for public charities and all the vari­
ous subjects dealt with in this Mani­
festo were entitled to sympathy and 
support of the country, if one bell w­
ed that the man who made them .i11r 

intended to carry out his promise:;. 
I do not care to unnecessarily J.J, c­

lang the business of the House, i:Ju •; "! 
would say before going any fur~her 
that I have no fear of what construc­
tion may be put upon my attitude by 
those who are anxious to injure me, 
politically or otherwise; but I have 
sufficient interest in the people wJ10 
sent me to this House to show up as 
far as I can the misdeeds and broken 
faith of the Hon. the Leader or the 
House and his associates. With this 
intention in my mind, Mr. 'Speaker, I 
wish to review for a few minutes the 
actions of the Government during the 
past eighteen months. Let us ex­
amine how conservative were those 
who had charge of that three and a · 
half millions of dollars which was 
llanded over to the Treasury by Sir 
Michael Cashin when he relinquished 
power in November, 1919. Let us see 
how conservative the present Gov­
ernment was with his political friends 
and supporters., Let • us see how 
honorable the present Government has 
been with regard to the poor widow 
and the orphan; with the old, wom-

• out fisherman or farmer, or cooper, 
or miner-with the poor man, no 
matter .what his calling may be. A 
prominent place is to be found in the 
Manifesto for promises that every 
.old worn-out fisherman would re­
ceive the pension. Sufficient money_ 
is promised to give every old man 
who has passed his three-score and 
ten, fifty dollars each. Not only this 
but the Hon. Mr. Squires went one 
better than Sir Edward Morris, to 
whom, by the way, this country is en­
debted for this pension scheme; Mr. 
Squires in his Manifesto promised 

that no matter what the age or the 
person if he were incapacitated by 
sickness or infirmity and were in 
need, they would be entitled to this 
pension. Not only this, but besides 
giving the pension to old worn-out 
fishermen , old women who required 
assistance would be also given a pen­
sion. The fee of the widow and the 
orphqn was to be largely increased. 
There is op.ly one answer, Mr. Spealc­
er, in my opinion, to these promises 
made by the Premier: no attempt has 
been made to give to the poor old 
worn-out fishermen this well-earned 
recompense for their long and faith­
ful services to their country. Down 
in the office of the clerk in charge of 
this department you· will find hun­
dreds of applications from fishermen 
all over the country. The office is 
worn out from the visits of represent­
atives and clergymen and other 
friends who go there to secure the 
aid of Mr. Woods to try and get this 
pension for those poor old men. But 
they are met with the answer · that 
there is no increased grant and those 
three and a half millions of dollars 
have been squandered • on wildcat 
schemes and picnics and the poor old 
worn-out fisherman is allowed to die 
in hunger and want. This promise 
was made deliberately to catch votes 
and now when no election is pending 
no consideration is given to these 
poor men. 

I do not care, Mr. Speaker, to bur­
den the House with a perusal of the 
Manifesto at this 

0

particular time. We 
will have ample opportunity to deal 
with the broken promises before the 
close of this session. I thinlc that 
the burning question at the present 
time is the financial condition of the 
country, and · what has brought that 
condition about. I think the matter 
of Government purchase of fish is 
perhaps one of the most serious 
questions that we are confronted with 
and one of the most important mat. 
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ters that we as an Opposition as well 
as representatives of the Government 
in this House will have to contena 
with this session. I thinlc perhaps 
that I may be pardoned if I again re­
vert to this important subject. It 

• seems almost incredible that a Gov­
ernment which has as its Pi:ime Min­
ister a ~epresentative of the city of 
St. John's, the Receiver_ General also 
representing St. John's, the Hon. 
Minister of Shipping representing a 
Conception Bay constituency, the 

• Hon. Minister of Education, repre­
senting Harbor Grace with a seat:'•in 
the Executive Government, the Hon. 
Mr. Foote another Executive Member 
representing ·the important fis~g 
district of Burin, which embraces 
Grand Bank, Fortune and other im­
portant shipping centres, the Hon. 
the Attorney General who represents 
the old historic district of Fortune 
Bay which is one of the most import.. 
ant banking centres in the Island, and 
the district of Burgeo and LaPoile 
represented on the Government side 
of the House; I say it is almost in­
credible that these hon. gentlemen 
will allow half a million dollars of 
public money to be handed over to 
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries to be manipulated by him in 
the interests of himself and his poli­
tical associates and the commercial 
enterprises over which he presides at 
a great sacrifice to the other sections • 
of the country which I have named. 
I may tell you frankly, Mr. Speaker, 
that if I were a member of the Gov­
ernment and such legislation was· at­
tempted, I would immediately resign 
my seat. Whilst I am ·prepared not 
only to give but to assist tn securing 
for the districts that are represented 
by F. P. U. men 100 per cent. of what 
ls due them, I am not prepared to 
allow them to get 1 per cent. more 
than their due. I think this is a 
sound principle, and it is a principle 
which I have no doubt would be en-

dorsed by the Hon. Mr. Coaker were 
he present in this House this after­
noon. 

In the early part of November when 
I heard that Government assistance 
was being given to a certain section, 
I wrote a letter to the public press 
over my own signature and denounc­
ed such a procedure. In one para­
graph of that letter I claimed in the 
following words: 

"If Government assistance is to be 
given to fishermen, it must be coun­
try-wide. The men of Placentia Bay, 
St. Mary's Bay, Conception B~ or 
any other section of the country have 
an equal claim on the Treasury of 
this Dominion, and unless the same 
privilege is extended, the same pro­
_portion and assistance given to all 
fishermen, no Government · should be 
allowed to vote one dollar in the 
House of Assembly that would be a 
discrimination against any particular 
section of the Island." 

I think this is al&o a sound prin­
ciple. If ft is correct that the Hon. 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries has· 
been given half million of dollars of 
the people's money. to purchase fish 
from any particular section of the 
country, the offence is of -such a na­
ture~ that His Excellency the Gover­
nor should immediately demand his 
resignation. If this is- not Star 
Chamber ' legislation, then I do not 
know what is meant by Representa­
tive Government. The man who 
would sit at an Executive Board and 
allow this discrimination against the 

. men who sent him to this House to 
safeguard their interests, is in my 
opinion not fit to represent any con­
stituency. Where do the electors of 
and fishermen ' of the District of 
Ferrylnnd come in for their propor­
tionate part of that halt mlllion dol­
lars? \\There do the electors of Bay 
de Verde, which js so ably represent­
ed by the Hon. Mr. Cave, who draws 
a salary of $5,{)00.00 from the tax-
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payers of this country, and his col­
league, Lieutenant LeGrow, our lat­
est agricultural expert, who draws a 
salary of $4,000.00 ; I . ~ onder if the 
people of , Bay de Verde who honored 
these gentlemen with their votes have 
received their proportionate part of 
that $500,000.00. I wonder if my gal­
lant friend Mr. Small, who is ably 
r~presenting the District of Burgeo 
and La Polle, has seen to it that the 
fishermen of Burgeo and La Polle are 
to get their proportionate part of this 
money. I feel sure that my friend 
the Hon. Mr. Foote has seen to it that 
Burins interests have been safe­
guarded. 

There is a story going around that 
at least one of the representatives 
for Conception Bay, Mr. Gosse, has 
been successful in sell!ng his fish tn 
the Government at a fair price. Of 
course I feel sure that Mr. Gosse saw 
to it tl!at the fishermen of bi& con­
stituency who placed him in the 
House of Assembly sold their fish 
also at just as good a price, and it is 
a pity, Mr. Speaker, that the Hon. 
Messrs. Cave and LeGrow, the Hon. 
Mr. Warren and Mr. Foote, Messr;;. 
Gosse . and Barnes and their assoc!. 
ates did not possess sufficient lib iH'­
ality in their make , up to do unto 
others as they would others do to 
them. They should have remembered 
th'at there are just as good men liv­
ing in the districts that are not rep.­
resented by the Government side or 
the House as there are in these dis­
tricts that are so represented. They 
should havll remembered that the 
men of Placentia Bay, Trepassey Bay, 
St. Mary's Bay were just as much en. 
titled to this Government protection 
or assistance as the people of their 
own districts. Now I am presuming 
that these gentlemen who represent 
Western districts have seen to it that 
the whole expenditure did not go to 
the North, but I have been told that 
s·uch Is the case. I met a gentleman 

this afternoon who comes from For­
tune Bay district, which is represem.­
ed by the Attorney General. He told 
me that there is a , large amount of 
fish still on hand In sections of For • 
tune Bay and that not one dollar of 
Government money was paid for any 
fish in that section so far as be knew. 
Well, if this is so, it makes the case 
ten thousand times worse against 
these representatives who are not fol­
lowers of the Hon. Mr. Coaker and 
his political organization. The amount 
of ~oney involved in this expenditure 
is so large, Mr. Speaker, and the 
principles involved of so much Im­
portance to the future conduct of 
this Legislature, I think that the 
matter is of too much importance to 
pass over lightly. 

It is ;n my opinion absolute proof 
that we ran never again have in tb/s 
country Government of the people, 
for the pe:ople and by the people, 
whil'st the Hon. Mr. Coaker or any 
nther Hon. man is weilding such large 
influence_ in the affairs of the Gov­
ernment. I have no objection to· the 
people of the North getting their share 
of what is going. As a ma,tter of 
fact I have a certain amount of spe­
cial sympathy for some of the North­
ern districts. I spent sixteen years 
of my life in the North and, perhaps 
know as much about conditions there 
as most of the Hon. Gentlemen on the 
other side of this House. I had the 
honour to be a resident of a part or 
the district of Twillingate for sixteen 
years. Naturally having spent six-· 
teon years of my life, closely asso •. 
ciat.ed with my fellow residents there 
r know something about conditions. 
I have nothing but sympathy for the 
people of that" district or in fact any,, 
other district, but I believe that my 
Hon. Friend the Minister of Public 
Works has so ably and well repre­
sented the district referred to is 
broad-minded enough and honest en-, 
ough to admit that when the expen-. 
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diture of half million dollars is made 
that thel people of the south, the west . 
2nd the East are just as much en- . 
titled to the'l'r share of it as the peo-, 
11le of the north. I believe that my 
friend, ;\fr. Jennings will agree with 
this principle. Personally if I were 
rl?presentlng the no:r,th that would be 
my attitude and I want to state here 
that if I had been holding a place in1 
the Government when this ~xpendi­
turc was authorised _by the Govern-, 
ment to the district which was not 
represented in the Government re-, 
quired the encouragement and pro­
tection that was being offered to my 
district and the representative of that 
district came to me and asked me to. 
m;e my influence to relieve the sit-. 
uat.ion that existed in his district l 
would be qute prepared to see that 
equal rights was given to all dis-. 
tricts or I would be no party to this 
class distinction and I further be-1 
lieve that if the members of the pres~ 
cut Government had been consulted, 
before this monstrous piece of cor-1 
rnption was perpetrated there are 
men I think on the other side of the\ 
H0use who would not stand for this , 
Legislation. They would not be sat-. 
'isified to hand to one man half mil-1 
lion dollars to be spe.nt as he wished 
for his own interests and for the in7 
terests ,1f the Companies that he, 
was financially interested In. It is 
in' my opjnion the duty of the Mem­
bers of this House to denounce and 
condemn in the strongest possible. 
language this spending of public 
money by any Individual or any cor-, 
poratlon when it is at the expense 
cf other sections of the country. The 
Hon. Minister of Marine & Fisheries 
is we all know, human, ' he is only au 
ordinary human being li!ce most of 
us, he is to be complimented upon 
the success he has met with in re, 
gard to the formation of the F .P.U. 
But I think it is fortunate that Mr. 

Coaker and his F. P. U. enterprizes 

should have such political power 
which in my opinion is detrimental to, 
the best interests of a free Govern­
ment. Whether he is Leader of the 
GovernmE•nt,Attorney General or whe­
ther in the Government O!' not, whll'st 
he controls in this House eleven, 
seats he is seriously interfering witbj 
the principles of representative Gov­
ernment. The present Government 
will never be of the people, by the 
people and for the people whil'st any, 
one man controls eleven seats in .this 
Honse, whil'st any man who ·so con­
trols is head of a corporation or the 
magnitude of the F. P. u. I SYIU; 

pathise with the Leader of the House1 
because of the unfortunate position 
in wh.ich he finds himself. I do not 
bElieve that the Leader of the Gov-1 

crnment was the introducer of that 
minute of council which hands over 
1,alf · million dollars of public money,, 
to be spent at the wish and whim of 
i\Ir. Coaker and his associates. I be­
lieve if the Leader of the Govern-; 
rnent found himself in the lead of aJ 
party affiliated with the F. P. U .. 
Reid Nflcl. Company, Grand Falls, Bell 
I~l and or any other corporation he 
would not be a party to any such 
tl'·ansaction. It Is common knpw­
ledge what led up to· this unfortunate 
expenditure. Everybody is familiar 
with .the doctrine preached by the 
President of the F . P. U. and his as-, 
sociates during the past eight or ten 
years the price of fish is what Mr. 
Coaker makes it, the law of supply 
ancl demand has been relegated to the 
\;:;.ck-ground and the price of fish ls 
nothing more or less than Coaker 
makes it. This was in the days be­
fore my friend the Hon. Minister ot 
Marine and Fisheries had this title 
p ,~ccd before his name. I am sorry 
that the Hon. Gentleman is not In 
hi~ seat and no doubt I will be .toll'!. 
to-morrow that I availed of this op-. 
purtunity to attack Mr. Coaker in his 
absence, but if he is not in his place 
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i1:. this House it is through no fault 
of mine and he is not absent from 
this House on any mi_ssion that I am 
responsible for. It is his duty to bei 
here and I am not going to be cle­
ba rred from making the reference that 
I intend to make his public actions 
by his being absent. I say sir, that 
when the Hon. · Mr. Coaker was plain 
Mr. Coaker, President of the F.P.U. 
we used to have the price of fish 
dished out in this Chamber in all 
kinds of ways by this gentlemen and1• 

his followers. We used ,to have it 
in this House for breakfast. dinner 
anrl supper. When the price was 
high, it was that Mr. Coaker made it, 
but now that the price is low it Is 

. because of the hanger-clowns, the 
wnoden heads, who are represented 
by Cashin, Crosbie and the rest of us, 
who are associated with these gentle­
men on this side of the House. It is 
now ancient history that last autumn 
the men of the North who were guar-. 
(l.nteecl they would be given $10 for 
fish came on here to St. John's In 
large numbers, they found that they 

, had been fooled and that there was. 
no · such price offering. They held 
public meetings here in the city 
and passed resolutions condemning 
the action of Mr. Coaker and his as­
sociates. The result was that Mr. 
Coaker and his associates became 
scared and he was forced to use the 
powers that he held in the present 
Government to force through the Ex­
ecutive Council a minute or arrange­
ment whereby he would be able to, 
come to the rescue of his followers 
whom he had deluded, arrangements 
whereby he would be able to keep 01 

nearly keep the promises he had 
made them, the whole section of the 
coast from Baccalieu to Cape John. 

It was then that the Hon. Mr. 
Coaker and his associates had placed1 
before them in no uncertain way that. 
the price • of fish was controlled ab­
solutely by supply and demand. There 

is no doubt in my mind, Mr. Speaker, 
knowing the ability of Hon. Friend. 
both in business and in •poJl.tics thatJ 
half a mlllion dollars will be spent 
to the best advantage of Mr. Coaker. 
and \he F . P. U. both polltically and 
commercially. Before leaving this 
subject I wish to again enter mYJ 
strongest protest against this travelitY) 
of public funds. Is it not reaping the 
whirlwind when we find the people 
on the verge of revolution. How can 
they be blamed. The attitude of the 
Government with regard to this trans-; 
action is only in accord with their 
actions with regard to ~very public 
matter they have dealt with. Tn sea• 
son and out of season, through the 
public press and from public plat­
forms the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany was denounced by the leader; 
of the Go~ernment and by the Hon .. 
Mr. Coaker and their as~ociates 

I 
who 

claimed and shouted persistently that 
if ever they were given power they 
would see to it that the Reids were 
made toe the line. After all not a1 
few will believe this and It gives 3j 

ring of sincerity to the argument51 
handed out by the Daily Star as to 
:rutting the Relds iri their proper 
place. The country will unfortunate-, 
ly find that these people who made 
these statements, .the Leader of the 
Govr.rmncnt who sandbagged the R11id 
Nfld. Co., from his • place in this 

• House a short year ago, the Hon. 
Minister of Marine & Fisheries who 
through bis paper and in every con­
ceivable way attacked a!J.d denounced 
the Reids and all associated with 
them are the very men who have 
f'candalously betrayed the trust or 
the people and have relieved the 
Reids from all the obligations to this 
cou~try and have placed further bur­
dens of taxation which I am afraid 
will be the last straw that broke the 

' camel's back. No sooner was this 
House of Assembly closed last ses­
sion, th\3 ink was scarcely dry which 
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reported the • famous . denunciatory 
s11eech against the Reids that the 
1•\xecutive Government met in solemn 
conclave and entered into an agree7 
ment with neid Nfld. Co. which will 
cost the taxpayers of this country, 
millions of dollars. To-morrow I 
,vi ll be told by members on the op-, 
posite ~ide of the House or through 
the Press that I am taldng advanrt­
age of the absence of the Minister or 
i\'larine and Fisheries to vilify him., 
I am not doing so. I told the Honi. 
Minister from my place in this House 
one year ago that I was prepared to 
give him a chance and a.Jso served 
not.ice on him that if I discovered that 
he was attempting to treat the people, 
false I would have no hesitation in 
calling a spade a spade and I would 
not be deterred from denouncing, 
him In the strongest language at my 
disposal if I found him acting dis 0 

honestly by the people. I owe no 
allegiance to any newspaper, I owe 
no allegiance to any <;orporation or 
political organiation or no man inside 
or outside of this House, but I do owe . 
ailegiance to 20,000 people who reside 
in the d/strict I represent and sent 
me to this . House to safeguard .thei17 
interests and while I hold my health1 

and strength which is fairly good1 
at the present moment, barring my1 

hP:tring, I will do all I can to de­
fend the rights and priv-ileges which\ 
in my opinion are being at the pres-1 

cot moment by the present Govern-, 
ment deliberately sacrificed. I am an 
admirer of the industry of the Hon., 
Mr. Coaker, but I have no hesitatiollj 
in denouncing him in his political; 
capacity, when he attempts to manip1 
ulate an important department of the 
Goverriment for the selfish interests; 
o[ himself and the commercial enter-. 
prises with which he is closely iden­
tified. In that decision I think 11 
wll be sustained by friends on both 
sides of .the House and by ,the Leadel') 

of this .House if he has not changed1 

his opinion since l!Jl8 when I had the 
honour to hear him give expression 
to the very • same sentiments that lj 
am prcpounding here, from his seat 
in the Legislative Council. 1 

To get back to the subject of the 
railway is perhaps the mo,st import­
ant matter that this House will have 
to deal with. I have to anticipate 
what is going to happen on the 30th 
of June when the agreement which 
was entered into by the Executive 
Government and the Reids. I have 
not sufficient information before me 
with regard to the handling of the 
railway during the past ten month's to 
be able to deal intelligently with the 
matter, but I cannot be blamed for 
insinuating wrong-doing when we re­
call the attacks made uporr the Reid 
Nfld. Company by the Leader of the 
present Government· a 1:ew short 
months ago, and now we find that 
the Hon. Mr. Coaker is chairman or 
boss of the Reid outfit. One cannot 
be blamed for having these thoughts 
when we go to the railway station 
nearly every Friday evening when 
the Hon. Mr. Coaker is in town, and 
find that a palace car is placed at his 
disposal and cooks and stewards :i.nd 
well-stocked larders are placed at his 
disposal for his weelc-end trips to 
Port Union. I wonder if this expen­
diture is a tax upon the F.P.U. corp­
orations or whether the taxpayers of 
the country are being bled for this 
recreation of the Hon. Minister. I 
r:otice Mr. Jennings, the Hon. Min­
i'lter of Public Works, has !alle,1 
asleep. I was not aware that the 
sleeping sickness hat! struck this . 
c.vuntry. 

MR. JENNINGS:-Mr. Speaker, I 
think it is out of order for th.a .Hon. 
Member for Placentia and St. Mary's 
to rernarlc whether my • eyes , are 
crosed or open. 

- MR. WALSH:-Mr. Speaker, I must 
rPrnind the Hon. Mr. Jennings t''1:it I 
aru not at all particular whether his 
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110 th e gentlemen on the other side 
of the House know ,that ·fresh meat 
is being brought into this country to­
day which is invoiced at eleven cent~ 
r,er pound is retailed to the people or 
this country for forty-five and fifty 
cents pei• pound. Can the gentlemen 
on the other side of the House tell 
1iie why this is so? • Do they know 
that men who are closely connected 
wi th this Food Control Board are fin-·, 
ancially interested in the importing 
of thi s commodity. I commend 'this 
'information to the Hon. Attorney Gen­
era l for his enquiry and I seriously 
reques t that the Department o.f Jus­
t ice enquire into this matter and it 
th is statement is correct, this kind ot 
thing should no longer be tolerated. 

eres are closed or open, but what I 
am particularly interested in are !Jis 
ears. I want him to lceep them <>pen 
r.nd hear what is being said. Now I 
t!:in1c we had better see how far we 
can get along with • this debate b•J· 
fore tea. I want to refer to .t ques­
tion which has occupied a prominent 
place in the public mind the past 
months. It has also found a place , ~ 
notice in the Auditor General's re-
1,ort and I believe has found a place 
in the Speech from the Throne, the 
question relates to Sugar. This mat­
ter has been handled very inte1Ji7 

g,~ntly by my friend Mr. Bennett' in 
!Jis magnificent address of yesterday. 
It was Pqually as well handled by 
him a year ago in this House and if 
his sound advice which was given at 
that time had been taken by the 
present Government ·this country 
would not be called upon to pay a 
loss o_f $200,000.00 and the public be 
bled to the tune of twenty-five to 
thirty-five cents per pound for sugar 
which we should be able to purchase 
to-day fqr ten or twelve .cents per 
pound. The man down in Twillingate 
who · has to go to Ashbourne or some 
other dealer and pay thirty cents per 
pound for sugar wants to know why 
it is so. ·As there was a Food Con­
t1·ol Board under the cild Government 
and when there was a suspicion that 
things were not being done just right 
by that Board, the Hon. Mr. Coaker, 
the Hon. Mr. Squires and my friend 
the Minister of Public Works, had noJ 
hesitation in denouncing the conduct 
of that Food Control, but now be­
cause the ' personal of the present · 
Food Control Board is friendly dis­
posed to the present Government and 
because merchant friends of the Gov­
ernment were contributing large 
cheques to the party funds are in­
lP.restecl in the further control of -the 
price of sugar, the hardships that, 
the people are called upon to suffer 

are winked out of sight. I wonder 

The public at large have no con. 
fidence or no sympathy with any fur­
ther interference· with the legitimate 
trade of the country. The Food Con­
trol Board, like the War Measures Act 
and the Act Regulating the Exporta­
tion of Codfish should be iiµmediate­
ly repealed and taken from the 
Statutes Book. . If we are to malce a 
serious attempt to retain our position 
as an independent colony, a policy of 
retrenchment will have to be adopt­
ed. I do not mean retrenchment with 
regard to the lessening of the salar­
ies of -the minor civil servants, but a 
policy of retrenchment will have to 
be adopted and the first place that 
the weapon should be used is right in 
this Assembly. We should as pat. 
riotic Newfoundlanders. commence by 
chopping clown our ·own salaries. We 
will have to get back to 1914 salaries. 
Any sane man with a cord eye can 
see that we cannot meet an $11,000,-
000 expenditure with a $6,000,000 
revenue. Consequently our expendi­
ture will have to be almost cut in 
half. To 'do this a policy of heayy 
retrenchment will have to be Jlllder­
talcen. We will have to recall our 
unnecessary fish Commissioners who 
are at this moment wallowing in 
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luxury at the expense of a half­
starved public. We will have to dis­
continue our elaborate educational 
programme, which is, In my opinion, 
characteristic of · the trappings of an 
elephant on the back of a mouse. Be­
fore bringing my few observations to 
a close . there are one or two other 
subjects I should like to touch on 
briefly. True I may occupy uttle 
more time than some, but it is be­
cause I am performing a duty which 

the people by Sir Michael Cashin and 
his associates we fincl that not onlY. 
is taxation not reduced, but instead 
of ~34 per head which the taxpayers 
had to pay in 1919 under Cashin, $1fi, 
per head of the total population must 
be paid in 1921 under Squires :md 
Coaket·. Mr. Speaker, this is recluced 
taxation with a vengeance. Instead of 

I owe to the district which I repre­
sent, a . district which the present 
aclminlstration hears more about than, 
any other district in the Island, be­
cause in spite of the threats that 
have bee_n made in the Press to try 
und drive me from public life I an­
ticipate that if I am allowed to retain 
my health and strength, I will b~ 
found on the floors of this Assembly 
when thosE' who are now trying to, 
!lound me down will have gone into 
political oblivion and will have_ been 
numbered In the Limbo of forgotten 
things. In the Speech from the, 
Throne; Mr. Speaker, there is not a 
single ray of hope held out to an 

. anxious public. Instead of the prom­
ises of the Prime Minister in his 
,\,lanifesto to reduce taxation we are 
now assured that there is to be a 
further burden placed upon the backs1 
of those who are already groaning un­
der the load which they are called 
upon to carry. I notice in his mani­
festo of 1919 a gloomy picture is 
printed of the heavy burden ,that poor, 
.Newfoundland was called upon to 
bear. He says that every man, wom­
an and child in this country_ is taxed 
$34 per head and if I and. my Gov­
ernment are returned to power I w:Hl 
see to it that there is a reduction, 
in ,this enormous taxation. • Now let 
us see what this reduction amounts to. 
:Mr. Squires promised reduced taxation 
In 1919. In 1921 after having squan­
dered three and a half millions ·ol\ 
dollars which was left in trust for 

a revenue of $9,000,000 which was 
wrung from the taxpayers In 191!l, a 
r evenue of eleven and a half millions 
of dollars is being wrung from the 
taxpayers of this country in 1921. 111-, 
stead of a salary of $2,000 paid Sir 
Michael Cashin as rrlme Minister in 
1919 a salary of $8000 is being paid 
from the taxpayers in 1921 to Hon. 
R. A. Squires. Instead of $2600 of a 
salary being paid me as Minister of 
Agriculture and Mines in 1918, a total 
salaries amounting to almost $8000 ls 
being paid to Hon. Dr. Campbell, my 
successor in office in 1921. And so 
we might go down through the long 
list of the patriotic Ministers who 
comprise the present Government. 

Mr. Speaker, the working class of 
this Island are at present very much 
alarmed. You take a man with a 
wife and five children, for the pur­
pose of argument; this man ls called 
upon to pay nearly $60 per head out of 
his annual income, and· there are 
numerous men, family men, east, west, 
north and south of this country, who 
cannot see where they are going to 
make $300 altogether next year, and 
despite the fact that these circum­
stances must be well known to al­
most every m:ember on . the Govern• 
ment side of the House, enormous 
amounts of money, money that was 
not earned by the present administra­
tion but which was left by ca·shin_ 
and the other members of the late 
Government to he kept in the Inter~ 
ests of the people; it was handed to 
the members of the present Govern­
ment to be safe-guarded by them; 
they were the custodian·s. But this 
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overflowing Exchequer which wa& 
given in trust has been recklessly 
·squandered on high paid officials, pie-

• nic trips, iegislation of a discrimiriat­
ing character, railroads, s~ar blun­
dering, aeroplanes useless steamer&' 
and God only knows how many other 
wild cat schemes that one would not 
experience in any other congregation 
of sane men. Let us · have a peep at 
the. reform which has been introduced 
into the Department· of .Agriculture 
and Mines. A vote of $50,000 for a 
model farm was forced through this 
House at the last session. The Gov­
ernment side of the House voted un­
animously for this amount, and I a:m 
glad to say every indivjdual on this 
side oi the House protested against it. 
This . $50,000 was handed over to Dr. 
Campbell, the gentleman who is Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines, a gen­
tleman who cannot hold a seat in this 
House and 99 chances out of 100 he 
never will hold a seat in the popular 
branch of this legislature. He went 
on a visit fo his native Canada 1a·st 
year and for months nobody knew his 
whereabouts, until he suddenly turn­
ed up at Toronto at a cattle-show. It 
is unfortunate that we have not a 
statement of Dr. Campbell's expendi­
ure for stock and expen·ses i].uring hi& 
picnic tour to his native home. I ven­
ture to predict that that $50,000 is an­
other dead loss on the tax-payers of 
this country. When this amount was 
voted last year, I appealed on behah. 
of my constituents for support so as 
they may be able to obtain sufficient 
seed potatoes to put in the ·. ground, 
even if they were only loaned the 
money or the seed; but my request 
was given the deaf ear. What matter 

election .and bye-election last winter, 
he was entitled to a trip to his native 
country, • hence this expenditure of 
$50,000. Take again this . enormous 
expenditure of nearly $10,000 for 
snow-shovelling in the District of Hr. 

•Main. I say, Sir, that we are a quiet 
people if we are going to countenance 
this kind of corruption, and this is a 
grave reflection on the hone·sty and 
integrity of the present Minister of 
Public Works. By this expenditure 
the Hon. Mr. Jennings has branded • 
himself. a political hypocrite of the 
d eepes t hue. Mr. Woodford or an:,, 
other Mr. who preceeded him as head 
of this Department never stooped to a 
lower degree in. the .administration of 
this Department than Mr. Jennings by 
hi s countenancing this corruption. 
Money could not be found last winter 
to be used in other sections of the lb· 
land for legitimate work. Applica­
tions were sent to that Department for 
the cutting of material for repairs to 
bridges and roads, but no money_ could 
be found. But when votes were to bl 
boughi and the proper general, Dr. 
Campbell and his able assistant, the 
Member for Fogo, Mr. Hibbs, made the 
.request, the goody-goody ,Mr. Jennings 
fell from grace. I wonder what de­
fence the Hon. Mr. Jennings will put 
up with regard . to this expenditure? 
How much money did Mr. Jennings 
send to Twillingate District last win­
ter to shovel snow? How much money 
could be found to shovel the thorimgh­
fares in and around the city of St. 
John's 1a·st winter? How much money 
was sent to Placentia, Burin and For­
tune Bay and Hr. Grace or to any 
other district? None, because there 
was no election pending. This Is th4 
most rascally piece of political cor­
ruption that bas ever been recorded 

if the residents of Placentia and St. 
Mary's or any other section of the Is­
land· were not in a position to pur-

. chase potatoes to put in the ground in 
the spring, Dr. Campbell's idea of a 
model farm could not be interfered 
with, and after the strenuous work 
performed by him during the fall 

in the history of responsible Govern­
ment_ in this country. The unassum­
ing Mr. Jennings is called upon to 

1pla:ic the leading role in this damnable 
,drama, and, Mr. Speaker, we are a&k-
ed ancl expected not to be too seven, 
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in criticising the doings of the pres• 
ent Government and not to be so par­
ticular in turning on the searchlight 
of enquiry. 

Another matter tha( was going to 
be dealt with was the appointing of a 
Department of Labour. When the dlf- . 
ferent labour organizations in this 
city banded themselves together all 
kinds of promises were handed out by 
the present Government to try ann 
capture their political support, but 
this is the second session of the pres­
ent Government and though strong 
appeals have been sent" from this ·side 
of the House on behalf of organized 
labour, no attempt has been made to 
render any assistance. It is true that 
the Prime Minister promised me at the 
,last session that the matter was hav­
ing hii: consideration and that he in­
tended to create a Labour Bureau 
which should be attached to some 
Department which is already in exist-
1ence; but so far as I know nothing has 
come of this promise. 

I wonder does the Prime Minister 
know that an attempt is being made 
at the present moment to reduce the 
price of labour? A notice has already 
been served in some sections of the 
labouring classes • that after the first 
of May they will be reduced 25 per 
cent. of their prlisent e?,rning power. 
I want to say • that I, as a friend of 
-labour, offer my strongest objections 
and most strenuous opposition to any 
such attempt, especially until the co·st 
of living is reduced to a similar 
amount. The laboring classes of this 
town and every industrial section of 
the Island are taxed to the utmost at 
present wage to be able to meet their 
bills and if the earning power is to 
be curtailed and the cost of living to 
remain as it is, those men wlll not be 
able to exist. It is the duty of the 
,Government to immediately take this 
µ:iatter up, becaus~ serious consequ­
ences may result. 

One does not have to .be an accom• 
piished phi1011opher to see _the trouble 

that is alI over the world today with 
regard to ·the 'high cost of living. In 
almost all of the countries of Europe 
strikes are the order of the day, and 
whilst I am not in sympathy with this 
method ;f preserving the rights of 
labour, if there is not sufficient sym­
pathy to be· found in the • make up of 
the present Governmen~ to be able tc. 
come forward and assist labour in 
getting justice, I for one will be pre­
pared to advise · the working man to 
use any weapon that may be put in his 
reach if he is being treated unfairly. 
It is a well known fact that certain 
business interests in this country are 
allowed to profiteer. Exorbitani 
prices are accepted from the people on 
almost every commodity. Even the 
Government has been put on record as 
being one of the ,biggest profiteers in 
the whole country. They have bled 
an already suffering people to the 
tune oJ $200,000 to repay their ignor­
ant bungling and impertinent inter, 
ference with legitimate trade on 
sugar. They are allowed to profiteer 
on fresh meat and almost every other 
article of food and of wearing , ap­
parel. The public are being bled 
white and now the working man get~ 
his ultimatum that after the first of 
May his wages are to be cut by 25 per 
cent. I am prepared to support tht. 
labouring· classes through thick and 
thin, and I think in this I will be 
backed up by the whole Opposition. It 
is not only St. John's that is inter­
ested in this matter. As I have often 
pointed out before, it is time that a 
Department · of Labour be established, 
and we should have at the head or 
that Department a man who is able to 
sympathize with the ideals •and aspir• 
atlons of the men of. honest toil. I 
have nlso pointed 011t on several oc­
casions the absolute necessity for hav 
ing an Inspector of Mines appointed. 
Our mineral resources are at a stand 
to become a very important factor in 
our future existence, and if the De­
partment of Agriculture and Mines. Is 
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properly looked after and the pro­
gramme which was outlined by th& 
late Government carried into effect, a 
competent geologist attached to that 
Department so that a thorough survey 
of the Island may be undertaken im­
mediately so that English and Ameri­
can investors who have money · to in­
vest may be able through their ex, 
perts glean all the· information that is 
required before any large amount of 
money is expended in this direction. A 
thorough knowledge of the geology of 
the country may be placed before 
them. I am a strong believer in the 
future of our mineral resources. I 
have had several years ot experiencto 
in this direction. I have had some 
experience in other countries than 
Newfoundland as well as in the differ­
ent parts of lhe Island in which this 
mineral is to be found, and it is be­
cause of this practical knowledge and 
because I have had close association 
with men who have had more experi­
ence than myself that I am convinced 
that one day Newfoundl_and will ac­
quire the position that should be hers 
as a -mineral producing country. 

It is unfortunate that the important 
ore mines of Bell Island are not giv 
ing this country the credit and sup­
port that should be derived from such 
a valuable deposit of mineral. Bell _ 
Island has one of the finest iron or1.: 
mines in the world and if we were 
getting what is due us, this industry 
should be giving employment to at 
least 20,000 people. If we have the 
coal on the West Coast, which I firmly 
believe we have, this iron ore should 
not be exported to build up Canadian 
countries. It should be manufacturea 
right in our own country. 

Right in Conception Bay, Harbour 
Grace or some other suitable seaport. 
over there should be the scene of a 
great smelting works; steel railways, 
should be manufactured and even it • 
would not be at all Impossible to have 
a larger shipbuilding plant than 

Scotland in operation right at our 
own doors. Of course the absence or 
those found on the Clyde in 
this industry I do not blame the pres­
ent Government for, but all Govern­
ments are more or less responsible: 
It may be saitl of me you were .Min-. 
ister of Agriculture and Mines wh:i, 
did you not inaugurate those great 
r eforms . l\Iy reply, .Mr. Speaker, is 
this, I entered the Department of Ag­
r iculture and .Mines in June, 1919. I 
drew up a programme which I sub. 
mitted to Sir .Michael .Cashin August 
1919, and as a general election was 
then approaching, which took place 
two months after, Sir Michael" asked 
me to defer any programme I had 
until af.ter the election when he 
assured me that these suggestions 
would receive the consideration that 
this· important department deserved. 
l!nfortunately our Government was 
not successful at the polls and both ' 
my programme and myself had to 
vacate thiE; Department on November 
15th. So I had no time to 'be able 
to bring about any set programme, 
but the time. may not be far distant 
when it will ·be my good fortune to 
return to that Department, and if i 
do, I can assure those of my country; 
men who are interested in this par~ 
ticular branch of our industries that 
no stone will be left unturned by'me 
that may tend to the proper <level-

. opment of this valuable parf of om 
industries. 

Before sitting down, Mr. Speaker, l 
wish to say a word or two on behalf 
of those who in my opinion are en, 
title to the best consideration of every 
member of this House, I refer to the 
returned men. I understand that the 
Royal Naval Reservists who enlisted 
at the outbreak of the war and spent 

• four years, most of them exposed to 
the storms and har.dshlps and dan­

gers of tl1e North Sea, men who 

closed the gates of Dover Straits, men 



42 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

who manned the watchdogs who prowl 
ed in these waters which were1chargecl 
with mines and other deadly weapons, 
men, sons of the fishermen who made 
J•:ngland the Empire th.at she is to­
.day; I understand that a request has, 
been made by these men for their 
share of prize money. They have not 
received it, nor a satisfactory state­
ment 1;egarding it. Now I trust Mr, 
Speaker that the promise in the 
manifesto of the Hon. Leader of this 
House when he refers to these gentle­
men as "Our Boys" 'meaning the 
Army and Navy, I trust that this will 
be one of the first that will be kept. 
I hope that our two representatives 
who occupy seats on the Government 
s ide of the House will see to it that 
their comrades will receive just com­
pensation for what they have clone. 
Some of these heroes have returned 
to us broken in health, some of them 
did not return to us it all. Some of 
them are buried beneath the waters 
of the North Sea, others found graves 
on the shores of England, Scotland or 
France and their dependents at home 
are looking to . us to see that justice 
i,; done, those who gave their all in 
uur defence. Some did not receive 
th e gratitude they deserved and man:v, 1 

I am sorry to say are to-day 
living under a foreign flag some per-; 
haps have already foreswore their 
allegiance to the flag under . which 
they fought so bravely from 1914 to. 
lfll s. If it is correct, and I have no 
doubt it is that this prize money .bas 
been paid by the Imperial Navy to 
the Newfoundland Government than 
it should be Immediately distributed 
amongst the men to whom it be• 
longs. In this I believe I will be sup­
ported by a great majority of the 
Members of this House irrespective 
of where they may sit. I have not 
had time in this short address to 
deal with all the subjects on which I 
would like to npeak, but othet oppo.1·-; 
tunities will ai·1sci during this session 

and at some future time I trust that 
I will be allowed to return to the 
subjects which I have not had time to 
cleal with in this case. 

FRIDAY, APRIL · 8th, 1921. 
!\'IR. ll'I.OORE:-Mr. Speaker: I have 

a few brief remarks to make, but l • 
can assure you that they will be made 
without any undue delay to this 
House. I will try to come to the 
po:nt. I do not intend to be personal 
jn my comments, and it is not the, 
in tention of the Opposition to be per­
sonal in any way towards the mem­
heri; on the other side of the House, 
but I feel it my duty to criticise the 
actions of the Government in their 
conduct of the past twelve months. 
At t his stage we are dealing with the 
Address in Reply and to say that this 
document is dis appointing would not 
he conveying the attitude that those 
inside and outside of this House feel 
towards the Government for a declar­
ation of policy which fails to convey 
to us any solution of the problem to 
deal with the unfortunate condition 
of the country to-clay_ I shall await 
the arrival of the Minister of Marine 
& Fisheries before dealing with his 
Department, with regard .to Fishery 
matters , but I shall say_ here 'that the 
policy of Mr. Coaker ·respecting the 
fisheries has clone. much to bring 
ahout the present deplorable condi-. 
tious in trade throughout the whole 
Dominion. When the Minister of 
i\1arine & Fisheries arrives I shall 
takE: this matter up and deal with it 
in full. 

J shall now touch upon the actions 
of .the Minister of Education and the 
l\Jinlster of Justice during the past 
year. I may not permit this session 
to pass without touching upon the 
conduct of yourself, Sir, and of your 
connection with the Government. but 
I shall leave that comment about 
you until the House is In Committee 
when you shall have a chance to reply. 
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Let me first associate myself with 
those members on this sicle of the · 

of ,that Minute; therefore It is quite 
evident that both those gentlemen 
were aware of what would be done 
after th~ir departure from the coun­
try. 'r'hey left here on the 3rd or 
August 1920, and the Minute of Coun­
cil was s igned on the fifteenth, but 
its preparation had been agreed on 
hefore the 3rd of the month. The 
Prime Minister and the Minister of 
.Justice went to England to settle the 
Labrador Boundary question. This 
question has been settled several 
times , but it crops up again at every 
opportune moment when members of 
til e Government fe!)l that they requir~ 
a health trip to the Old Country. 
They wer e over for five months, and 
during the most of that time their, 
c:ons t ituents or many of them were on 
I.h e verge of starvation. The Minister 
of Justice left without anyone to 
iook after his district. He left theIJli 
to the mercy of those who were not 
particularly interested in their af-_ 
fa ir!'- at a time when the district of 
Fortune Bay. was as much concerned 
with the Fish Exportation Act as the 
districts ot the West Coast and In 
the actions of Mr. Coaker in forcing 
upon those people a measure which 

.pi:eventetl their doing their business. 
according to their own ideas, and 
na turally we find that not alone has 
Fortune Bay suffered by the Minis­
ter's neglect and lack of independence 

House, who congratulated the Mover. 
aucl Seconder of the Adclress in Reply, 
on opening day. I .regret that the 
Speech from the Tl~rone was of such 
a nature as to place those gentlemen 
in the awkward position of having to 
say so much about nothing; but after 
lh;tening to the speeches of both those, 
gentlemen I have come to the con, 
clusion that they have exceptional 
ability in being able to entertain this 
House in the manner that they have 
on a speech, which, In my opinion, Is 
the weakest that ha~ ever been hand­
ed to the Speaker of any Legislature .. 
It opens with a funeral and ends 
with a prayer. I regret as much as 
anycne the lamented death of the Hon. 
W. B. Grieve. He was a particular, 
friend of mine, and I often went to 
secure his opinion and sound advir.e. 
on matters In connection with tlie 
public policy of this country and I. 
feel that if t he Government had taken 
his advice with regard to the Fish 
situation, we would not now be where 
we find ourselves to-day . . The clos1 
ing paragraph of the speech is as, 
foll9ws: 

(Reads paragraph) 
The Spee:ch from the Throne makes 

reference to • t)J,e Railway policy of 
Urn Government ; and it would have 
been an interesting moment, if we 
had been present at the Executive 
lllt;!eting when the Minister of Edu-, 
cation, Mr. Foote, Hon. Geo. Shea, 
and the Hon. Dr. Campbell signed 
away the rights of the people of New­
foundland by selling their constltu, 
encles. The Prime Minister and the1 

Minister of Justice were not In the 
·country at the time and we may not 
directly connect . them with that deal;, 
but in as much as the Executive Min­
ute had been prepared by the Hoh. 
Minister of ,Justice and that the Prime 
Minister had insisted that he tdke 
~ny r_esponslbility in the preparation 

in not combating Mr. Coaker's ac. 
t ions In this regard; but from the 
Auditor General's report we find that 
several thousand dollars were paid 
him on account of legal expenses In 
connection with his ,trip abroad. J 
find frori1 this report that ten thous­
and dollars were paid on account of 
legal expenses. This Is what is con. 
talned in the report. 

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:-! 
had a retaining fee of twenty-five hun; 
clred dollars, and twenty-five hun­
dred dollars were paid for tro.velllng 
expenses. 
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MR. MOORE:-You went away ancl 
left the country in the hands of one 
who , has ruined the fishing Industry, 
of the country, by the absolute ·sway 
which he had in its affairs during 
your 11hsence. The I-Ion. Minister. 
spent five months in England when 
his wm·k could have been completed 
in as many days. The Attorney Gen, 
eral of Canada did not arrive until 
late in the Fall, and it was not un~ 
lil he arrived that the Minister of 
Justice was able to sign the docu-; 
ment which affected the Quebec Bonn-; 
dary question. 

It is evident that the l\'Iinister was 
not en• irely concerned with this 
question, or he ·would have informed 
himself when the Minister of Justice 
or Canada would r each London, anc1 
C'Ould have made his trip at the same 
tinH", and ·could have saved the coun­
try a great deal of expense in con­
nect inn with travelling expenses. He 
was bent on having an outing at the 
expense of the country. He will' not' 
f!U back to his district next year. He 
will fincl that the people of Fortune 
Bay will not endorse his concluct in 
leaving them to Mr. Coaker's mercies, 
to have -their industry destroyed while, 
he was p!.cnicing in Europe. Twelve 
months ago he sent the police to the 
district of Ferryland to take back 
from the people the money allocated 
for expenditure in that district. He 
did not consider it was right that 
puhlic monies should be · allocated for, 
roacls and bridges, but still he per­
mitted the Minister of Marine and 

.. Fisheries to take the sum of a half 
million dollars from the public Treas­
ury to be handed over to the F.P.U. 
a:nd their friends for the purchase of 
Labrador fish. Now is he prepared 
to put the police after Mr. Coaker in 
connection with this expenditure. If, 
it was wrong for us to allocate those 
sums to the people of Ferryland it Is 
a greater wrong for Mr. Coaker to 
take from the public Treasury money 

which belongs to the people of other 
sections of the Island as much a& 
to the Northern districts, but Mr. 
Coaker Is a great power in the Gov~ 
ernment, and none can dare defy any 
action which he undertakes. Mr., 
Coaker left here last Fall twelve 
months and went across to Europe. 
Then .the Prime Minister and Minis; 
ter of Justice went .. They were hardly 
on board of the boat when the Hon. 
the Speaker hiked it off; Dr. Camp­
lJell packed his trunks and left for 
Canada, and on his return Mr. Coaker 
started off again on a pleasure jaunt. 
I. would lilrn to aslc what benefit. 
those men or their trips have been 
to Newfoundland. Mr. Coaker will 
soon return and will lie taking his 
place in this House. We •shall then 
be in a position to enquire from him, 
what he has done to justify his ab­
sence from the country at the coun~ 
try's expense during the past few 
months. 

Dr. Campbell went to Canada with 
fifty thousand dollars of the public 
money and brought back some scrub 
cattle, and two or three horses. The 
cows he imported are giving less milk 
daily than those already in the coun­
try, particularly at Mount Cashel. 
Evidently the cattle he imported are 
inferior to those already here, and 
there is no point in introducing low­
bred stock into this country. The fifty 
thousand dollars which was voted here 
last year for this purpose is now 
spent, and we will wait until' we have 
the facts before us in full before we 
criticise the actions of the :Minister in 
this regard. 

The Member for Bay Roberts smiles, 
probably because his present income 
for sessional allowance has ·been rais­
ed to one thousand dollars a session. 
This amount was probably the price 
give~ him for l>etraying the interests 
of his con·sutuents, but there wn11 a 
man in this House two years ago, rep­
resenting that Dsitrict, who did not 
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sell them so readily. I refer now to 
Mr. Piccott who never turned his bacli. 
upon the people of Bay Roberts. I 
understand that they got no part of 
the half million dollars used to pur­
chase fish, but were entitled to it a~ 
much as the others who did get a part 
of it. 

In the District of Ferryland I find 
that education is not receiving the at­
tention which such an important mat­
ter calls for. I find that the school 
inspector has not visited the district 
for several years, and now that he is 
Deputy Minister of Education he will 
probably be able to do more than he 
has done in the past. Were it not for 
the Convent schools and the interest 
taken by the various clergymen, edu­
cation would be at a· very low ebb, and 
I contend that the amount of money 
voted for education, is not being spent 
in the best interests of education in 
the outports. If, instead of the pres­
ent school insnectors, they were to ap­
point lady inspectors for this work, 
we would get much better satisfaction 
at a ·1ess cost. We were told that the 
inspectors are those who do not in­
spect. They have not for years gone 
beyond the smoke of their own chim­
neys for fear they would miss an in­
vitation to Government House. 

Last evening in this House Mr. 
Vinnicombe referred to the business in · 
which he was engaged for some time, 
and accused the Minister • of Public 
Works of being in the liquor business. 
I am now going to tell you a ·story re­
lative to a little affair ' in connection 
with the Public Works Department 
after the present Government came in• 
to office. Mr. Jennings had been ap­
pointed Minister of Public Works. 
Some few days after his appointment a 
man called at his office, and asked if 
Mr. Woodford was in. Mr. Jennings 
replied. "No, and I do not think ha will 
be for some time.' The man· then asked 
if he could get a script. Mr. Jennings 
informed him that he did not deal 

in scripts. He replied: "If Mr. Wood­
ford was here he would not refuse me 
a script under the circumstances, a,; I 
require it for medicinal purposes." ' Mr. 
Jennings absolutely refused to l1ave 
anything to do with a script, as it w:is 
totally against his principles at that 
time; but a change seems to have come 
over him during .the past year, as we 
find that he is ready to sit with the 
Government and endorse the conduct 
of a member of the Government who 
not alone deals largely in scripts, but 
is able to distribute with a free hand 
throughout the District of Harbo1 
Main unlimited scripts for intoxicating 
liquors . The man whom I referred to 
as seeking a script from Jennings came 
from th e head of Conception Bay as his 
wife " •as dying and he wanted some 
stimulant to help her. Being unsuc­
cessful , he went home without it, ana 
she died without any stimulant. This 
is the story as I got it from her ·son. It 
was told me on Nomination Day in the 
District of Hr. Main . I know Mr. Jen, 
nings and Mr. Winsor are total ab­
stniners. hut why should they allow 
liriuor to be handed out to a few and 
not to the hard-working fishermen. 

There is another matter, Mr. Speak­
er, to which I shall call the attention 
of the Minister of Justice and it is 
this: The other day eight hundred 
this: The • other clay 800 quarters 
of beef were imported into this 
country costing twelve and a half cents 
per pound, and today I was informed 
that beef is being sold in this town at 
fifty cents per pound. Is it right that 
butchers should be profiteering to this 
extent when the people who need food 
are starving because of this extortion? 
In the Canadian Provinces the best 
beefsteak today ls selling at twenty-five 
cents a pound; but here, because of a 
meat combine and of the lmcompetence 
of the Food Control Board, meat ls sell­
ing at the enormous price of fifty cents 
per pound. I think that the Minister of 
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Justice should take the trouble to look 
into this matter. 

Mr. Jenning·s seems surprised that I 
should refer to a Road Commission 
some time ago. Might I ask the hon. 
gentleman where the ten thousand dol­
ln!s in this connection was spent? 

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS: 
-Some of it was ·spent in Hr. Main, 
two members of the Road Commission 
had all to do with it. I will get tqe 
necessary information. 

'MR. MOORE:-The money bas been 
spent in Hr. Main, but none in the Dis­
trict of Ferryland. I understand that 
most ·or this money has been spent in 
and around Kelligrews , the home of the 
Hon. Member for Fogo. We never de­
prived Hr. Main of any money for the 
use of Ferryland. We are leaving that 
position to be taken by the Govern­
ment. The Member for Fogo thought 
-be bad the election of Hr. Main in bi& 
pocket. He figured out that he could 
purchase the district by expending 
public moneys in one settlement of that 
district, . but during the campaign an­
other new·spaperman put it all over 
him. He · told a story about the Min­
ister of Justice staging a meeting at 
Foxtrap when he came back, about the 
man who rushed out in a shower. Hav­
ing no place to go, he ran up a tree, 
and when he got there be found that he 
coulcl not get out. He felt that his end 
had come, and he prepared for the 
worst. He thought over the sins of his 
past life which came before bis mind, 
and the greatest crime he had commit­
ted was that he voted for Cashin. He 
thought that for this sin there could be 
no forgiveness, and the thought of his , 
future condition became so desperate 
that he shrivelled up and fell out of 
the tree. I remember a time when the 
Minister of Justice had a very different 
opinion from that which he now ex­
presses of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, and J. feel that if the Minister 
were to express to this House his real 
opinion of Sir Mchael Cashin In this 

House, it would be very different from 
that which he has expressed since the 
opening of the House. 

With regard to Mr. Hibbs, I know 
he bas the right to publish any book he 
likes provided the Government has not 
to pay the cost of it, but this one i& 
carefully gotten up and one part of it 
reads as follows: 

(Reads.) 
The Hon. Member went. to Hr . Main 

and promised sixty thousand dollar°s 
from the Motor Association for the im­
provement of roads if the people of Hi; 
Main would vote for the Gevernment 
candidates. He promised that this sum 
of money would be spent in• the dis­
trict for the Improvement of roads and 
bridges. If tha~ be his intention, I will 
not personally contribute any more to 
the Motor Association. 

MR. HIBBS :-I will go to your office 
off the stage, of one thing I will 
explain bow you are wrong. 

MR. MOORE:-You probably wi_ll trl 
to explain it, but what about you when 
you come to Ferryland to fix up the 
roads there. Every second leaf of this 
report is a .boost for the Governm-ent. 
Instead of being a road booster, it ap­
pears to be a Government booster. 
Every person bas bis own method of 
advertising himself. Lipton cros·sed 
the Atlantic and entered into a race to 
advertise bis business. We know of a 
man Gray in London who bad bis name 
on jam crocks; but Mr. Hibbs' name 
appears 'on every second leaf. Listen 
to this: 

(Reads) 
He dicl not get paid this year yet, 

hut he probably expects he will 'be 
J>aid in the near future. You havei 
done nothing to improve the roads illj 
l~errylancl District, and it appears that 
you have not any intention of mak­
ing improvements there. You follow 
the precept of l\fr. Jennings, who, al-; 
though inclined to waste money in 
Hr. Main, is very much offended. 
when he finds that money from 
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other dis tricts has been allocated to 
I•'erryland. I would not follow this 
line of action because I consider it1 
small and mean to do so. You refe1 
lo the part which I take upon the 
stage, but whether I take part on or. 
off the stage, of one thing I wll~ 
assure the Hon. member, I would non 
find any class of work, which he1 
would be qualified to perform. I will 
return to this matter in the very 
near future when I expect we shal~ 
have more time to take the inatter, 
UJl in detail as the House will not 
likely close before August, as it will 
take until then to s traighten matters, 
out. 

What are we going to do about the 
fish ermen of the South and West 
Coasts, who have so many qulntals of 
fish which they are unable to dispos~ 
of, and how are we going to supply1 

the fishermen of that section of the 
country for the fisheries. Are theYj 
to be supplied or is their fish to be 
)laid for -out of the public Treasury?! 
If this raclical Idea is foilowed it w~ll 
lead to Anarchy and we shall have 
the red flag down Water Street and 
over the Parliament Building. The 
t,vo gentlemen who have the honorl 
to represent the district of Hr. Main, 
and -ivho have recently been returned 
to that important constituency will, 
be heard from during this debate, and 
I am · sure I neecl not mention that 
both these men are qualified by know-, 
ledge and experience . of the coun­
try's conditipn to give a good ac­
count of themselves. 

Capt. Lewis is exceptionally quall­
fi~d to deal with the fishery perhaps 
in all its phases; and Dr. Jones, 11 
am sure, will be able ' to tell . .this 
House a very interesting story of bOWJ 
the Government su'[lporters in ;the • 
~ecent election tried to defeat him1. 

but were unsuccessful. 

MONDAY, APRIL 18th, 1921, 

The House met at three of thi; 

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Sir M.. P. Cashin gave Notice of 
Question. 

Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question. 
Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­

tion. 
Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Ques­

tion. 
1. MR. MacDONNELL askecl Hon. 

the Mfoister of Education if any con­
tract bas been entered into 'between 
th e Government and the Supervlsors1 
who are now training abroad; and It 
so to furn jsh a copy of the said con­
t ract or agreement. 

HON. MINISTER OF liJDUCATION 
ta lJlecl a reply_ 

4. SIR M. P . CASHIN asked Hon. 
the Minister of Education if his ab~ 
sence from the Colony for a perlod1 
i;ince tll e last session of t.be Legis­
lature was on private or public busl­
r.r,ss, and in the latter case what was 
the nature of the said business and 
wha t amount. if any, did he receivo 
fo r the performance of the same, and 
to lay on the table of the House a. 
copy of any report made by him 111 
r f:' lation to such business and if no 
1'eport has been made 'is it bis inten­
tion to make one and if not why not? 

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION: 
Mr. Speaker, in reply to the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition I beg to say 
that my absence from the Colony was 
enti.rely on private business. No • 
amount was paid to me on account o~ 
my expenses. 

5. S~R M. P. CASHIN • asked the1 

Prime Minister:-
(a) If 1-t is intended to reorganize, 

the Public Health Department and to 
Rppoint the present Public Health1 
Officer, Dr. R. A. Brehm, . to another, 
11osition; and if so what Is the nature 
of the proposed appointment, wba~ 
will be t'he salary attached to it; 

(b) If it is intended to appoint Dr. 
H . M. Mosdell as Public Health or~ 
ricer or to ·some other position In 
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connection with the Public Health De­
partment, if so what duties are to be 
assigned to him, an·a what salary is · 
lie to receive. 

HON 'l'HE PRIME MINISTER:-, 
Tlw matter of the reorganization of 
the Department of Public Health and 
i he appointment of Dr. Brehm to an­
other position has not been consid-' 
creel by the Executive Government. 

'l'he matter of the appointment of 
Dr. I-I. M. Mosdell to the position or 
Public Health Officer or to any other 

1 position in connection ~vith • the Pub­
li c Health Department has not beell/ 
('Ollsiclerecl by the Executive Govern­
ment. 

7. SIR M. P. CASHIN:-To ask the 
Hon. the Prime Minister if his atten­
tion . has been called to a statement in 
The Evening Advocate of Wednesday 
last, April 14th, contained in a contri­
bution by Hon. W. F. Coaker, Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries, entitled: 
"Notes of a Trip to Europe" in which 
·Mr. Ccaker reveals the fact that Mr. 
George Hawes ·is planning to establish 
cold storage warehouses and propos­
ing "to introduce into Greece the same 
system of consignment which prevail~ 
in Spain and which has turned out such 
a curse for Newfoundland shippers"; 
if this is the s~me Mr. Hawes on whose 
,advice largely the Government adopted 
the policy of regulation·s after taking 
office in November, 1919; if this !s the 
same Mr. Hawes ,who visited Port 
Union at that time in connection with 
Messrs. Job and Barr and outlined cer-

tain schemes of dealing with our cod 
fish exports; If this is the same Mr. 
Hawes with whom our codfish export­
ers were required to deal entirely to 
the exclusion of the other mercantile 
firms in various European countrle& 
with whom these exporter:s had been 
doing business fory ears previously; if 
this is the same Mr. Hiwes who has 
acted more or less as a Government 
epresentative in regard to transactions 
in our codfish in Southern Europe for 
;the past eighteen months, and if so 
how does it happen that the Govern­
ment trusted the working of this new 
,fishery policy and the fortunes of the 
people of his country to a man who is 
now described by the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries .as being practically 
a menace to the future fish trade of 
Newfoundland. 

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:­
Mr. Speaker, my attention was not call~ 
ed to the statement referred to in the 
question of the Hon. Leader of the ­
Opposition. I know of only one person 
by the name of Mr. George Hawes. 
Mr. Hawes "dicl not have a conference 
with the Government. I do not know 
whether he was al Port Union. 

HON. PRIME MINISTER, in reply 
to question of Mr. MacDonnell, No. 8, 
on Order Paper of April 15th. 1921: 
Mr. Maurice Hayes of Petries, Bay of 
Islands. is not in the service of the 

Customs Department. He was engag­

erl as a Supernumernry Tidewaiter for 

one month only. 

HOI\. MINISTER OF MARINE & FISHERIES:­
Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to take up the.time of the House 
for any length of time. I intend to briefly explain. With re­
gard to the Regu)ations, it appears to me that everything that 
has gone wrong in Newfoundland has been blamed on the 
Regulations. All the troubles we have been enduring and nll 
the difficulties we have had to contend with, the Opposition 
has tried to trace to- the Regulations. I might say that the 
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troubles the Colony has now to contend with are not the re­
sult of one year's .work but the result of many years. What 
µad the regulations to do with the fifty thousand quintals of 
fish that were shipped in 1918 on which the trade here lost 
$1,250,000. There were hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of fish shipped in 1918 that never returned a cent's 
value to the people of Newfoundland. What had the Regu­
lations to do with the fall of the Italian dollar to twenty-five 
cents? ·what had the regulations to do with the bringing 
down of the Portuguese dollar to eight cents? What had 
they to do with the exchange in Greece where the value of 
their money was cut in two? Each· of these countries are up 
against serious reverse exchange. You cannot blame the 
regulations for these conditions, yet they have enormously 
affected ·conditions here. The world is in a s,tate of chaos; if 
you had travelled in Europe as I have you would find condi­
tions as bad, as horrible, as depressing as one could imagine 
ever existed. The worst conditions in one hundred years are 
now prevailing in all our fish markets. Millions of men are 
out of work and employment and countries who in the past 
few years derived great benefits from war demands are· now 
depressed and insolvent- The great commercial banks in 
those countrie~ are holding tight and expect at any moment ·a 
crisis. Those conditions affect us and the sale of our fish. 
In Italy there have been four Governments since Peace was 
signed. In France the people have changed their Govern­
ment four times, but all to no effect, depression and insol­
vency grow more alarming month by month. Billions of 
dollars have gone up in. smoke because of the War and the 
people have got no results from that enormous expenditure. 
The money was completely wasted. It has all disappeared 
and all over the world great depression prevails. 

In the United States of America over a million men are 
looking for work. Thousands are idle at New York and in 
Boston the same conditions prevail. The mePchants handling 
fish in Nova Scotia have experienced the same deplorable 
conditions as we have experienced in Newfoundland. Fish 
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there has been sold with tremendous losses and firms are on 
the verge of insolvency; and as my friend, Sir John Crosbie, 
said, they have sent five cargoes_ down to Brazil on consign­
ment. . This is the best proof of their position for unless com­
pelled they would not ship five cargoes any where on consign­
ment. They have got the fish, . they have to get clear of it, and 
have to take what they can get for it. Those are the condi­
tions of affairs prevailing in Nova Scotia where no regula­
tions exist. What brought cod oil from three hundred dollars 
per tun to eighty dollars per tun, for cod oil was not protected 
by regulations? All because there was no use for· it but per­
haps when the spring opens there may be a want for it. All 
the tanneries were closed last fall and consequently there 
was no demand. for cod oil, hence low prices. Scotch her­
ring dropped from twenty-five per barrel to ten dollars per 
barrel. Were the regulations to blame for those losses and the 
injurious results entailed? Were the regulations to blame for . 
the Norwegian Government dumping fish caught in 1917, 
1918 and 1919 upon all our markets last year giving it out 
to dealers on consignment to sell at any price, often as low as 
the cost of the freight? Norway lost hundreds of thousands 
of dollars by buying the fish from their fishermen because of 
war conditions and by dumping it on our markets at one-third 
of the price we required this had much to do with conditions 
we are .now facing in this country. To-day we are suffering 
some because of the regulations I will admit but the way in 
which they were carried out is the real cause. In the Act we 
were not given the necessary power to have them properly 
carried out. The strong opposition and the clamouring Op­
position Press helped to impede their operation. If instead 
of opposing all had acquiesced, I venture to say the results 
would have been entirely different and very satisfactory and 
no shippers would have lost money by them. While they 
·were in force the F.P.U. shipped thirty-five thousand quintals 
to market and we made a little profit on every quintal but 
since January we have shipped about the same amount and 
we have lost on every quintal. The regulations have been im-
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perfectly carried out by some and ignored by others and that 
is the chief cause of any evil effects that. have resulted. When 
the regulations were in fotce many profited somewhat but 
since they were lifted all have lost heavily. Nothing could 
be gained by lifting them in January whi'ch • is practically 
what was done by the exporters; as soon as regulations were 
lifted down came the market-smash everywhere-no one, 
would buy as all expected a big slump and consequently 
bought frorri hand to mouth until rock bottom prices were 
reached which was low enough to almost ruin· those who had 
sent fish to market. 

You know the people here wo'uld not pay fifteen dollars 
per barrel for flour if they thought the price will soon come 
down to ten. Therefore no big stock of fish was handled in 
any mark!ets from January to March. The reason is obvious. 
I repeat that if there had been an united endeavour to put the 
regulations into effect properly there would have been no 
losses to shippers. I know it would be folly to continue them. 
But I think that if we had not had the regulations the condi­
tions we are facing now would have been staring us in the 
face a year ago . . I know they kept the price of fish to ten 
dollars and Labrador to eight dollars and gave the fishermen 
four million dollars more for their catch last year than would 
have been received had no artificial prop been established by 
the -regulations. The Revenue has benefit~d $1,500,000 by 
the regulations. If tp.~ exporters are losing, the fishermen and 
revenue have gained twice as much as the loss that shippers 
will experience. If they had not been enforced the earning 
power of the fishermen would have been lessened and the rev­
enue would have lost considerably and we would, have had a • 
greater deficit to face. 

What did I say in my speech one year ago at the Con­
ference held in the Fishermen is Institute. Here it is:-

"You will remember that when the Government came • 
into power in November last they passed Rules and Regula­
tions dealing with the export of codfish. Those who are in­
terested in the export of codfish have various opinions re~ard-
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ing those rules and regulations. Many claim that they are 
most beneficial; others contend that they are injurious. Since 
those regulations became effective in November last, two bye­
elections have taken place in Newfoundland, and on each oc­
casion the fishery rules have been made the sole issue of the 
election. Even here in St. John's where we would not expect 
, the body of the people to be very much interested in _the ex-
portation of codfish, so far as rules and regulations are con­
cerned, the bye-election fought in January was contested sole­
ly on this one issue, and the result was that the Govt. won. 
In Bay-de-Verde the election issue was simply and solely the 
Fishery Regulations as inaugurated by the Government. The 
result of that election was a sweeping majority in favour of 
the Government-a majority such the District never before 
piled up in favour of any party. The Government therefore 
take it that on those two occasions those opposed to the Fish­
ery Regulafions placed them on trial and Off each occasion 
the Go_vernment's position was. sustained. We th~refore con­
sider them _as part of our policy, and we are agreed that there 
must be no looking back. The position is that we have placed 
our hand to the plough and we will not waver until this strug-

- gle as to whether these regulations which we have introduced 
are good or bad shall have had time to be fully tested. . T~e 
Government consider that this year at least we should en­
force the regulations according to the policy inaugurated last 
November, in so far as possible, and th_is season will prove • 
whether they are valuable or valueless. • If, after giving them 
a fair trial, it can be shown that they are injurious or not bene­
ficial, then we shall only be' able to s·ay that we Ii.ave tri~d and 
have . failed, and therefore ·we will forego any further attempt 
to control the fixipg of prices of fish for the foreign markets. 
That is the position of the Government." 

That was the position I placed before them. I contend 
the people endorsed the policy in both bye-elections. The 
trade adopted the policy almost unanimously. Had the ex­
porters refused to believe in control last Oct. it would have 
been impossible to enforce control. What has been done has 

-' 
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been the result of the advice of the exporters and the Govern­
ment is not to blame. It was utterly impossible to enforce 
the regqlations and, fix the price of fish unless we have an un- . 
divided trade and Government and Opposition behind such 
regulations. We cannot succeed ~nless we have unity and 
co-operation amongst all. The Act as it is is utterly valueless. 
There is no power to punish and the only power we were 
given was to cancel a man's license. That is no punishment. 
i. may have my license cancelled to-morrow and then have 
my assistant manager ger a license the next day and have 
him ship my fish. The· Act is absolutely useless for the pur­
pose it was intended for and it is the intention of the Govern­
ment to introduce at once a bill to repeal the Act. 

Let me expl_ain a little further. Last September the fish 
exporters formed themselves into arr association and all but. 
three joined"the association. The resolutions as passed by 
them were not always what I wanted or what the Govern­
ment wished. At their meetings whenever they required me 
I attended. No regulation was amended or established last 
fall that was not first approved by the Exporters Association. 
The Board were all expert exporters and every re.gulation re­
commended by the Board to the Governor in Council was the. 
result of an unanimous opinion on every occasion. I repeat, 
every rule passed by the Advisory Board was at the request 
of the Exporters Association. I repeat the .whole Board was 
behind every regulation enacted. The Government as a Gov­
ernment had no more to do with the regulations than they had 
to do with the making of the moon~ The fish exporters ought 
to have known what they wanted and if they cannot be relied 
on I am at a loss to know who were to advise us. They have to 

• take the responsibility. If the trade had said in October what 
they did in January, the Government would_ not · have dared 
to keep them in force. ' • 

SIR JOHN CROSBIE :-1 may say I was on the Export­
ers' Association and because we passed a minute as to the 
regulations I was accused of politics and had to retire. 

, HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES: 
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-The regulations ·are of no use as they are and cannot be 
carried out without a united trade. We who are to live here 
must see that the best price is got for fish. We cannot stand 
with our hands behind our backs and do nothing. This is a 
most serious question. I believe that we would be doing a 
great thing if we had only ohe body here to do the exporting. 
This would mean the keeping up of prices and something like 
two million dollars per year would be turned in to the fisher­
men. If we must go on in the beaten cow-track as we have 
been doing for 200 years, getting good money from the banks 
to buy fish and then shipping to people on the other side to do 
as they please with and to pay us what they wish, nothing but 
disaster can result and no country can ever properly pro­
gress. Surely this is not to be allowed to happen. I had per­
sonal reasons for the regulations because of the treatment I 
had received from men on the other side. Let ·me tell you 
that even this year I and others shipped fish to Spain, and 
while one shipper received 90/ - others received 110/ - . 
for the same grade. That is the result of consignment. It 
happens often that when a man goes into one of these stores 
to buy fish the de·aler offers to give him 10 casks at 90/ - if 
he will take ·ten of the other at 110/ -. My fish at 90/ ­
sells the same grade fish for another more highly favoured 
at 110/-. Who amongst you would not attempt to provide 
a remedy for such conditions. Will .the day ever come when 
we will have only one agency to do the exporting, o; will we 
nationalize the business, when the Government will do the 
buying and selling? The fishermen must live and for them 
the highest prices must be obtained. They comprise 70 or 80 % • 
of our people, they must not remain with a chain around their 
necks or be left to the mercies of men on the other side in the 
fish markets. I am interested iI) the fishermen; I have given 
the best 10 or 12 years of my life to their interests and with 
others have tried in this to do the best to their advantage. 

We tried t_o meet the reaction which we knew was in­
evitable after the war and the people and country have not 
sustained the losses they would otherwise have met had no 
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· effort been made to help out the fishermen. I do not doubt 
but two millions may be lost on the marketing of the voyage 
for 1920, but the country has benefited twice that sum paid 
to fishermen last year owing to regulations. It has not been 
all loss. Most of the exports up to the end of last year were 
sold at some profit. The big cut came by lifting the regu­
lations and removing the artificial prop . . I · would like to 
appeal to Sir John Crosbie, as we have worked together and 
know each other's minds, and I want to say that something 
must be· done to nationalize the industry or establish one 
agency that could gather the fish from all quarters, ship it 
to market and all share the- profits. At the end of the sea­
son they could make up their books and pay the shippers in 
the association their dividends. How can I or any" other 
be expected to get money from the Banks to buy and ship 
fish to Italy, Portugal, Spain and Greece on consignment? 
Once even when the times were good I had to p·ay hack 251-
a qtl. as the loss on one cargo that I had an advance on. The 
export of fish on consignmer:it if persisted in will always be 
the means of bringing about periodical depression and hard 
times. If consignmer,ts can't be cut out the future is hope­
less for the fishermen of this country. Surely as time 
passes some effort will be made to eradicate this great evil; 
if not there can be no hope in the future for those who earn 
their living as fishermen. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have been hearing some dis­
cussion on the salt landed at Port Union. Last J u_ne the 
Trade was consulted rr future supplies for July and August. 
No supply was available from Spain or Portugal. No salt 
had been ordered for July or August supply. · We at last 
got an offer of a cargo from Hamburg at 121- below Liver­
pool price.· This was accepted; the cargo was · for Port 
Union and St. John's if so required. The Government 
ordered it and paid for it before ~t left the other side. The 
cargo arrived in July. The fishery was almost a blank 
North; no one wanted salt. There was no llope of selling it 
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under the circumstances; the trade here did not want any. 
It was stored at Port Union for the Government-very little 
was sold-as the F. P. U. had purchased large stocks in 
June and as fish was scarce the stock had not been used. 
Some salt was sold and an amount of $4,400 paid. The salt 
will be taken over if ·desired at the new price for this season 
when the price of the new salt is established by the Govern­
ment, which will be done when it arrives next month. 
There may be considerable loss on the old salt as the new 
will likely sell at ·about $2 ·a hogshead, but the reduced 
price will be a benefit to the fishermen. 

As to the buying of Labrador fish last Fall; everyone 
in the business knew th.ere was a crisis coming owing to 
supposed surplus catch. The Exporters invited me to meet 
them and brought up the matter of providing for purchase 
of their fish, knowing there was going to be a big surplus on 
hand. They were not prepared to buy and if they were the · 
Banks would not advance funds. I suggested that they 
apP,oint a committee~ consider carefully the matter and 
make r·ecommendations to the Government. The committee 

• J 

was formed, met daily for a week and sent an informal draft 
to me outlining what had been discussed. I have that mem­
orandum. An effort was made to form a syndicate to pur­
chase the surplus fish, but nothing materialized. An effort 
was made to arrange to buy through banks, which was also 

• unworkable. The Government felt that it would be a dis­
aster to permit the price of Labrador to fall to $4; 250,000 
qtls. had been shipped and the most of it was unsold. Had a 
$4 cut been made on that fish a million dollars would be 
lost by such a reduction, as all markets would know of the 
slump and every shipper would have to sell his highly priced 
fish at the rate off ereJ for the cheap. Every effort there­
fore was made to protect the 250,000 qtls. shipped and 

• bought at $8 and $9 per qtl. Every effort had to be made 
to protect the 100,000 qtls.' still in fishermen's hands. 70 
vessels arrived and were unable to sell. Two weeks passed 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 57 

and no one would purchase. Political intrigue began its 
work and men were influenced to hold meeting. The 
Govern()r was kept fully informed of the Government's 
intentions. When it was seen that Labrador fish was un­
saleable the Government stepped in and bought 35,000 qtls. 
from fishermen who had no fish merchant. While this 
35,000 qtls. were being purchased the supplying exporters 
took in about 60,000 quintals, and the congestion was re­
moved and the situation save·d. The men who were supplied 
by firms like Ayre, Steer, Knowling, Rendell, and independ­
ent fishermen who fitted out their own schooners were 
unabl to sell. as it was unreasonable to expect that the ex­
porters would purcha;:-;e fish which they had not outfitt~d 
for. These men were in a desperate situation. We decided to 
buy. We decided to keep the fact secret in order to protect 
the Colony as far as possible. Had it been known every 
exporter would have refused to take their dealers' fish and 
the 100,000 qtls. would have been pushed on the Colony's 
hands. While Job was buying the 10,000 qtls. he took for 
the Government, he also took 5,000 qtls. on his own account 
from his dealers. While Sellars and Murray were buying 
the cargo for the Wakely they bought and stored 20,000 
qtls. on their own account. While Mr. Sellars purchased 
the Coaker cargo at Port Union, the Trading Co. took 7,000 
qtls. on its own acount. The Trading Co. purchased 12,000 
qtls. Labrador at Port Union outside of the Coaker cargo. 
The buying of 25,000 qtls. by job and Sellars meant the 
buying of over 30,000 qtJs. by Job, Sellars and the F. P. U., 
side by side with what th~ Government was doing. If I had 
any influence or could help, it was then it should be used 
and a way found out of the crisis. The way was found. 

You, gentlemen, may think we were_ wrong. But I am 
head of the Union and ·am in the House with eleven of their 
representatives behind me. Who could they expect to help 
them at such a time but Coaker and the Government. They 
could not go to the merchants of Water St., who had their 
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hands full .to handle -their dealers' fish. In this matter I con­
sulted with His Excellency the Governor and took his 
advice in many ways . . I do not think the men of the North 
will condemn me because I got clear of their fish for them 

• when there was no or:e else to buy it from them at ·a time 
when disaster faced them and their suppliers. You will 
notice that Sir M. P. Cashin state.d the other day that the 
right value of the fish was $3. Wt.iat would have resulted 
had the fishermen been compelled to sell 100,000 qtls. 
Labrador at $3 per, qtl.? 

· SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Why did you take the money to 
• buy .the fish without calling the House together? 

HON. MINISTER OF l'lARINE & FISHERIES:­
We were up against a crisis. The men came to me in . their 
trouble and we bought only Labrador fish because Shore 
was in demand and all offering could be sold at a gooq 
figµre. The merchants reckoned on a catch of 500,000 
quintals for Labrador, and the only one course was to do 
what we considered best. You may think what you like, but 
when you come to dissect and analyse this step, you will firid 
the men who sent me here to represent them will back me up 
with more determination than ever before. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-1 am not disputir;ig that. 
_HON. MINISTER OF MARINE & .FISHERIES:-

1 would like __ to say a word more of the serious situ·ation of the 
country. We are up against such conditions as no men ever 
before had to face. 

SIR M. P. CASHIN :-You brought them about. 
HON. MINISTER OF MARINE & FISHERIES:-

1 am not saying who is responsible. It is no good talking of 
what has been done; the question now is, what is to be done, 
and in my opinion the situation financially and politically is 
as serious as ever a Government had to face. This .is no time 
for thrashing the matter out day after day in this House; the 
fishermen will soon be ·cqming here for their supplies. Un­
employment is increasing daily and something must be done 
to _me~t the situation. I understand that in the West and 
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North, supplies are not being given out as the merchants are 
not in a position to do so, and if nothing is done we will be 
25 times worse off by the Fall than we .are now. For what I . 
am responsible I am ready to take my medicine; and if 
there have been errors, they were errors of judgment only and 
made in an effort to do the best possible • for the fishermen 
and country at a most critical period. I have not been 'lazy or 
indolent: I have toiled night and day, and if my work is not 
acceptable to the people of the country, let them say so. It is 
up to the House to say if we are to debate this matter day 
after day and waste valuable time. • The Opposition with 
their many speakers and so much material available, can 
easily delay practical business till August if they like. What 
is wanted is action, not talk. Can't we unite and place coun­
try first and make an united effort to do the best possible. 

• SIR M. P. CASHIN :-Why insult us with such · a 
Speech from the Throne? 

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE & FISHERIES:-
I was not here when it· was prepared. I say again it is time 
to place country first and party anywhere. The question of 
the country comes first and all other considerations must 
follow that, What I ,want done is that which is best for the 
couritry, and I will do all in my power to . assist in bringing 
that about. If we persist in only debating while unemploy­
ment is incre4sing and fishermen are without supplies, we are 1 

hastening the day when Confederation will be staring us in 
the face. I repeat again, it is time to get down to business 
and do sorp.ething and help out the country all in our power. 
Upon the House rests the responsibility, and if nothing is 
done, great will be the consequence. 

HON. MR. BENNETT:-Mr. Speak- ment. When he arose to address the 
er, I am sure that all were pleased to House, we expected to hear someth'ing 
at last hear from th~ Hon. Minister of that would ju'stify the Government 
Marine and Fisheri~s in relation to the • and particularly his , own department 
various matters · that have recently for their conduct of affairs during the 
been taking up the consideration of last 18 months. But his speech in its 
the people generally. I cannot say that emptiness was equal to the Speech 
I congratulate him on his defence of from the Throne given out on the 
the record of himself and his .depart- opening day and devoid of anything 
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that might give satisfaction to those 
who have ·gone through anxiety, Joss 
and suffering since last we met. It is 
alright for him- to say his conduct was 
prompted by good intentions, but that 
is not enough for a country and a peo­
ple that has been beggared and put 
out of business almost completely. It 
is not today that he was warned that 
his policy was a suicidal one. When 
he introduced his fish regulations last 
year, I advised him to go slowly, and 
pointed out that this was the time of 
readjustment and not one for experi­
ments. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Hon. gentle­
man in his opening remarks said that 
conditions in Europe were responsible 
for the depression here and the condi­
tions of our local market. He spoke 
of exchange in European countries 
and how th_eir money was discounted, 
but, Sir, such an explanation must not 
be accepted as either a reasonable or 
sufficient excuse for the fact that our 
fish 'has b~en a drug on the markets 
and for the unprecedented conditions 
with which this country and her. peo~ 
pie have been faced for the past year. 
Exchange is, of course, a factor, but 
when we look back upon the inaugura­
tion of these regulations and. _when we 
come to regard the initial stages of 
their working and when we further 
come to • regard the unholy alliance 
that was formed, we find another, and 
-I say, Sir, the real reason of their 
failure and the consequent disaster to 
the trade of the country. ' When we 
remember that the one and only Mr. 
Hawes was made the channel through 
which all our foreign fish business 
had to be carried on, and that no busi­
ness man was allowed to use his own 
knowledge or judgment _in the hand­
ling of his affairs in these markets, 
then we find where the disaster th11t 
came upon us had its beginning. The 
Hon. Minister of Fisheries enforced 
regulations that made it necessary for 
every man doing business to go down 

to his department and give him in de­
tail the information which was their 
own private business, the giving of • 
which placed them entirely in the 
hands of the Minister and entirely at 
the mercy of one who was himself an 
exporter and consequently a rival in 
the business. 

The principle was wrong from the 
very first and when a principle is 
wrong from the beginning, nothing 
can make it l'ight, nor can anything 
that is based upon it be right. The 
thing that doomed the Fish Regula­
tions from their inception was the dis­
c'riminatory p_owers that were given to 
the Minister. Discrimination was 
rampant throughout, and the Minister 
of Fisheries could give privileges to 
those who found favor with him and 
refuse them to those who did not. 

If exchange was against us in Eur­
ope, was it also against us in the 
United States? All are aware that it 
was not, and yet did not Americans 
place .hundreds of thousands of dol­
lars in the banks here for the pur­
chase of fish and they would not be 
allowed to purchase or export until 
they went into the Supreme Court and 
secured a Mandamus to enable them · 
to do so. - We have heard of Mr. Hue 
having had an opportunity to dispose 

. or ten thousand quintals of :fish and 
perhaps more at a price which would 

' have given the seller a fair profit, a 
price at any rate that ·was entirely 
satisfactory, and when Sir Michael 
Cashin asked in this House for an ex­
planation of why he would not be al­
lowed to sell, he was told that it was 
against the law. 

Now, Sir, could anybody imagine 
anything more ridic4lous? Like Sir 
Edward Morris said on one occasion 
when something in the Audit Act pre­
vented him from doing good for the 
people, that the Audit Act should be 
torn up if it meant that the people 
starve. I say that the law . in this 
case should be torn up also if the peo-
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pie arc starving. ls that answcc a 
sufficient explanation for the deplor­
able conditions that exist today on the 
West Coast? The Honourable Min­
ister takes five hundred thousand dol­
lars out of the Treasury to purchase 
fish which he says was in St. John's 
and for which the fishermen could only 
get four dollars per quintal , but all 
the fish purchased out of that five 
hundred thousand dollars was not in 
St. John's, because the President's 
schooner left Port 'Union with seventy­
five hundred quintals of it. Mr. Coak­
er sold Mr. Sellars seventy-five hun­
dred quintals of fish at nine dollars. 

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF 
MARINE AND FISHERIES :-At eight 
dollars and one· half. 

MR. BENNETT:-Very well. But 
the Minister no doubt purchased tha.t 
fish for six or seven dollars. 

THE HONOURABLE THE MINIS­
TER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES : 
I paid eight dollars for it. 

MR. BENNETT :-1,Iave you any 
proof of that to give us? , But in any 
case I will take your word for it. The 
point is that the price paid by Mr. 
Sellars was eighty-fifty, while the fish 
was purchased by' others for eight 
dollars. It has been pointed Ol!,t 
that before this money was taken 
out of the Treasury to be used in 
purchasing fish, it would have been 
an easy matter to have called the 
HOUSE! together to enact legislation, 
for that purpose. When this waa 
done for the fishermen of the North 
something should also have been done 
ior the people of the West Coast and 
if Mr. Cheeseman and his associate:, 
knew that this money was being 
taken and made no protest against 
the discrimination that was being 
practised against the districts they 
represent, then they are not W0}'thy 
of the name of meti to come in here 
and continue ,to subscribe to that 
policy. Is not the man wh_o fishes on 
the Grand Banks as good as the mari 

who ·goes to Labrador, or Is not thE: 
man who fishes in Petty Harbour or 
.around St. John's as good as the man 
who fishes in the Northern Bays? ~ 

tell you, Mr. Speaker, it is a condi­
tion of affairs that the people are not 
going t.o stand for. The letter read 
by Sir Michael Cashin from Captain 
Hollett from Burin, votces the senti­
ments of the people of the whole 
West Coast, which has been brought 
from a condition of smiling prosper­
ity to the verge of bankruptcy and 
destitution. The Honourable Minis­
ter has said that Newfoundland must 
have experienced these conditions In 
any case. But Newfoundland durirr'f; 
the past twenty years was a country 
of happiness and prosperity. What 
better demonstration could we have 
that the men represented by Messrs. 
Foote and Chesema.n and others in 
that sect.ion experienced an era of 
great prosperity during all these 
years, and ,the fact that from their 
fishing boats as ordinary fishermen 
they rose to be sl!ccessful business 
men who were able instead of catch­
Ing fish, to export it themselves, un­
til Mr. Coaker's great reform, the 
fish regulations, brought them to the 
terrible condition in which they find 
themselves to-day. The very roclts are 
crying out in protest against them. 
The children on the streets are curs­
fng the regulations. We should nev­
er have been brought face to face 
with what has crippled .our trade and 
left prosperous business houses on 
the verge of disaster. I am prepared 
to say that .the Honourable Minister. 
of Marine and Fisheries has done 
great things . for the fishermen of this 
country, and I remember that when 
the men associated with him took 
theii; seats in this House, I thought 
it a happy augury that the fishermen 
were at last to have direct repre­
sentation fn the Legislature. I say 
representation, Sir, but not control, 
and I think that it was deplorable the 
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Hon. Minister should have attempted
to dominate the whole government of
the country in the manner in which
he has since coming into power. It
was most deplorable when he went
down to the Treasury and took out
the sum of 5500,000 of the people’s
money for the purchase of fish from
the fishermen of one particular sec­
tion, wholly on his own responsibil­
ity. I don’t think that even the Prime
Minister was taken- into his confi­
dence and when he did this he estab­
lished a precedent that was vicious
and most unfortunate. If it was right
to take this money to purchase fish
North, why was it not right to use
the same money to purchase it in
other sections of the country? And
if it was right to purchase fish at all
in this way why was it not right to
purchase other things in the same
way? Why should that money be
used to keep the fishermen from
starving any more than others who
were similarly situated. Surely that
money could have been used to bet­
ter advantage to help tide the coun­
try over the frightful situation in
which we find ourselves today.

The resolutions before the Chair
will, I believe, Mr. Speaker, receive
the approbation of the whole House,
No time should be lost in removing
from our Statute Book an Act legal­
izing these Regulations which have
been the cause of so much havoc to
our trade and thereby giving the
country a chance to recover itself be­
fore it is -too late. In supporting the
resolutions, I do so with a feeling of
gladness that the Hon. Minister has
already accepted them in so far as
he has expressed his willingness to
have the Regulations abolished for
all time. As I have said before, Mr,
Speaker, I have no desire to detain thq
House any longer than is necessary.
The situation has already been re,
viewed very thoroughly, but since J
last spoke so much light has been 

thrown upon conditions by questions
asked in this House that a worse
state than even we had believed pos­
sible Is revealed. Supporters of the
Government in this town are putting
up the plea that similar conditions
exist elsewhere and it is all due to
the war, this is absolutely incorrect,
our condition is entirely different.
What happened here has happened
since the war and not as a result of
it. The Cashin Administration was
in charge when the war ended and
when we went out of power we left
a surplus of 3% million dollars
which should have been sufficient, if
properly expended, to tide the coun­
try over the period of reconstruction
and readjustment that was to come.
We saw that shrinkage of prices was
inevitable, we knew that as a result
our ad valorum duties the revenue
must consequently drop and we knew
that our purchasing power must go
down. Our soldiers were being paid
off and the money which was former­
ly being paid them would no longe®
be in circulation. In short, we real­
ized that the rainy day was at hand
and we left 3% millions of dollars in
gold intact in the treasury in prepar­
ation for it. But what do we find to,
day? Every cent of that money has
been squandered, it has been thrown
to the four winds with no returns for
it whatever. That is the charge and
you gentlemen are in the dock while
public opinion is the jury by which
you are being tried. We, the Oppos­
ition, are here in the people's interest
and every act of yours will have to
be laid bare so that you may be
judged accordingly. We had an in­
stance in Newfoundland some thirty
years ago when the Bank Crash
came of certain gentlemen who were
appointed the trustees of the share,
holders and depositors and note
holders in face of the whole people.
The people gave their money into
the care of these gentlemen, but they 
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failed in their trust, and those whom
they had betrayed woke up one morn­
ing to find themselves beggars. Their
money was gone and the Bank itself
was bankrupt. It was argued in ex­
tenuation of their act that they had
taken the money and used it for com­
mercial purposes, that they had put
it into their own business and lost
and that on that account they should
be excused. But the moral law could
not excuse the taking by anyone of
what was not theirs; there could bq
no justification for despoiling tho
widows and the orphans and other
innocent victims of their all. The
law stepped in and these men were
hailed before the bar of justice to
answer for their deeds. The same
thing applies in this case. The Gov­
ernment are the trustees of the peo-,
pie and the money they have squanv
dered is as much the people’s as ill
it had been placed by them in the
bank. Instead of being faithful to
the trust reposed in them they have
knocked the bottom out of the whole
thing. They are like directors of
a company who are responsible to
the shareholders, the people of the
country; and the shareholders’ meet­
ing will soon take place, when it
will be found that the result of the
directorship has been nothing but
outrageous failure. The gentlemen on
the other side of the House will nev?
er dare to look the country in the
face .again because of their callous-;
ness in dealing with public affairs
and the absolute indifference they
have displayed in regard to the peo­
ple’s interests. It is useless for ma
to repeat the scandals that have
marked their administration — the
salt scandal, the sugar scandal, the
railway scandal, the shipping scan­
dal, the Lobelia scandal and all the
others—the people already know
about them and when the time comes
they will have the remedy in their
own hands.

I do not want to be looked upon
in this country as a blue ruinist, and
I join with the Hon. Minister of
Marine and Fisheries when he says
that Newfoundland must be placed
first. I never felt more like a New-;
foundlander than I do this session and
I do not say that the country is ir­
reparably lost because of what she
has gone thru. She may have been
run on the rocks and her bows stove
in but I feel certain that we shall
get her off and I hope that Sir Mich­
ael Casbin will be at the wreck when
we do. I do not subscribe to the
statement that in a few months we
will be going to Canada asking to
be admitted as a part of the great
Dominion. I say that the country
can be saved by the right adminis­
tration but that administration is
not in power today. It must be one
that has the confidence of the peo­
ple and if we are to retrieve the lee­
way that we have made in the past
eight or nine months, economy must
be practiced and trade must be given
a chance to recover itself. There is
plenty of money in this country if
the right way can be found to bring
it into circulation, but our people are
not going to invest their money, they
are not going to fit out for the fish­
ery while conditions remain as they
are to-day and while an antagonistic
policy is being pursued towards our
customers. We should make every
effort to court custom rather than
put obstacles in the way of business.
It is absurd for people with an
article to sell to go out and catch by
the throat those in whom they hope
to find purchasers. Rather should it
be their policy to go out and use
every power at their command to
persuade those people that what we
have to sell is the best and then get
their trade. I say Sir, let those men
of the West Coast who know how to
manage their business do so in their
own way.
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Let those men on the West Coast
like Mr. Samuel Harris and Mr.
Cheseman, and all the rest of them1
do business in their own way, and in
the way they have been used to doing
it and see if you don't have a marked
change and a new era for Newfound­
land generally instead of the dark
cloud that has been cast upon the
greater portion of this country by
the fish regulations. I don't see, how­
ever, why we should have to take a
too gloomy view of things, but let us
take our places as men and stand by
our country and bring her to the
position that she formerly occupied.
If unfortunately we have to go into
Canada or elsewhere for assistance
we shall go there with clean hands,
and as free and independent people.
But we won't have to go there. Tha$
will be the last ditch and the last
resort that I know of, for the intelli­
gent and independent people of New­
foundland, because we have some­
thing to-day worth fighting for; some-
think like what Ireland to-day is fight?
ing for and something that we, as
independent and free people, are go­
ing to have and enjoy, and that is
the administration of our own affairs!
Once we go to Canada we lose our
independence and can never more be
called independent subjects of New­
foundland. I am prepared Mn
Speaker, as one who loves his native
country, and I am sure all true
Newfoundlanders are, to sacrifice al­
most anything to aid Newfoundland
in her present crises, not alone for
our own sake, but for the sake of
our children as well, and I hope that
they will enjoy the freedom that we
have to-day all their lives, and, it
possible, maintain the integrity and
independence of Newfoundland with
good, sound, clean government on be­
half of a trustworthy people.

MR. HIGGINS:—Mr. Speaker, whe­
ther I shall speak at any length or
not will be easily disposed of if the

Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies will be good enough to answer a
question, which I shall put to him,
through you. Before putting it I want
to assure him and assure the House
that it is put after having given it
very mature thought for the past
hour; it is put with a full conscious­
ness of the ways that sometimes peo­
ple may think they can dodge is­
sues; it is put to him with the full
realisation that we on this side of
the House have only one weapon left
and the use of that weapon is—as has
been so aptly described by the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
himself when he paid us the compli­
ment of having a considerable amount
of debating ability amongst us—gor
ing to be put into effect according to
the answer I get to that question. If
the answer is going to be in the af­
firmative, I shall resume my seat im­
mediately, and I feel sure that the
same attitude will be taken by the
rest of the Opposition; but if in the
negative, I propose to say a few
words. We are not here in any
other spirit than in the spirit that
prompted the Minister to be here and
prompted his deliberations and his
statements. Those of us who are
rearing families here, who want them
brought up just as we were brought
up here, and who want them to act
their part when they come after us
in the same spirit as we are trying
to act ours, approached this session
with the full consciousness of avoid­
ing any ordinary petty or smart-
aleck tricks; but because certain pro­
posals came from the Opposition, it
must not be taken for granted that
a certain attitude must be taken by
honorable members on the Govern­
ment side. In other words I put the
position plainly: we have moved in
this House—and the proper place for
such a motion to come from is from
the Opposition—an amendment to
the Address in Reply. That amend­
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ment exactly spells in words the ut­
terances of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries today. Now previous
to his utterances today we had moved
an amendment that in the opinion of
members of this House the policy of
the Fishery Regulations ought to be
abandoned and must be abandoned.
The Minister has got up in his place
and has said, as the "father of the
thought” and the one who has been
mainly charged with any defects that
the Regulations possessed and the
one who I always credited with being
big enough to act as he did today
when he said place the blame on him,
if there be any blame. The Minister
came in today and told us his finding.
He was going to repeal the Regula­
tions, lock, stock and barrel. Now
are you, Mr. Minister, are you, or are
you not, going to vote for the amend­
ments, yes or no? Is the Minister
big enough to tell me that it is his
intention personally to vote for this
amendment?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—I told you that it is
our intention to bring in a Bill re­
pealing the Regulations.

MR. HIGGINS:—The trouble is that
we have been depending too much on
good intentions. I only want one
word in answer to my question, yes
or no. I want to tell you that my con­
duct as regards expediting legislation
largely depends on your answer.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—I am not the Leader
of the House.

MR. HIGGINS:—I am asking you
as regards your own personal vote.
The Hon. Minister of Marine and
Fisheries is the man who said that
the Fish Regulations are coming off.
Now I want to make myself under­
stood. This matter is not, as the
Prime Minister is so fond of think­
ing, staged. As far as I am concern­
ed, I would ask any gentlemen here,
who are outside the Bar of the

House, to reserve their applause until
the conclusion of this debate, and I
would like Mr. Coaker to answer that
question.

THE HON. THE MINISTER (OF
MARINE AND FISHERIES:—With
regard to the position put up by my
friend Mr. Higgins, I would like to
say, that I have stated here on be­
half. of the Government that a Bill
will be introduced to repeal the Fish
Regulations by me. The notice of
the Bill is there on my desk now to
be placed before the House tonight.
There is no necessity for an amend­
ment because the Government has
promised to bring in this Bill.

MR. HIGGINS:—I know all about
the Bill, but I would like to ask the
Minister to say whether he will vote
for the amendment or not. Yes or
no. I have faith enough in the Hon.
Minister to think that whatever way
he votes a large number will follow
him. Mr. Coaker will bring in a Bill
on tomorrow. Well, “live horse and
get grass. There is no man on the
other side of the House can take ob­
jection to the amendment, and I think
that any man who has read the Eng-
ligh language, even the gentlemen
w5w have been referred to as being
capable of making figures speak un­
grammatically, will not misunder­
stand this amendment, which is that
the Speech from the Throne be added
to by the following words.

(Reads paragraph.)
Paragraph 1 is an absolute state­

ment of facts, literally and critically
correct. Paragraph 2 is: (Reads.)

That is a claim which has been
made by the Government, and read
by the Chief of the Government this
afternoon in his Speech to the fish
exporters. Paragraph 3: (Reads)—
literally and critically correct.

Now, what is asked in the amend­
ment? It is significant that the
words of the local Excellency were at
one with the words of His Excellency, 
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who arrived afterwards from Europe.
The Governor told us that we should
consider whether the policy was in
the best interests of the Colony, her
commerce and people.

“Be it resolved, therefore, that it is
the opinion of the House that this
policy is not beneficial to the coun­
try.” It cannot be beneficial, because
if it was the Hon. Minister is too good
a Newfoundlander to repeal the Fish
Regulations Act. (2) “It is not for
the public good.” (3) “The uncer­
tainty is bad for trade.” This is lit­
erally and critically correct. Now
what man on the other side of the
House will deny that position. Now
then there is the amendment propos­
ed to the Address in Reply, and you
would think that the Address in Re­
ply was the Government’s reply; it
is not, it is the reply of this House.
Don’t think that the Government form
the legislature. The Governor open­
ed this House, and there are no part­
ies here as far as the Address in Re­
ply is concerned, and we want to ted
you what we think of the Fish Regu­
lations. Now then, I again ask the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies for an answer to my question, yes
or no. Let us all vote together, every
man, and let us show the country
and the people that we can unite on
this question without a dividing line
between the Government and the
Opposition. If the answer is yes, the
session will start in the proper way;
if the answer is no. then it will be a
question of Government versus Op­
position. I ask this question to the
Minister as the only man who has
risen to give us any information, as
the man who is bringing in a Bill to
repeal the Regulations. I would ask
the Minister yes or no. Then do I
take it that you will not vote for the
amendment? Then all I can say is
that the attitude taken by the Hon.
Minister is inconsistent with the at­
titude he took here a few moments 

ago. He comes in here and cries
“Kamerad.” He says “I admit I have
made a mistake, but let me have an­
other chance. Forgive all the things
that have been commented on here.”
He asks that in one breath, and in
the next he refuses to vote for the
amendment because it is an Opposi­
tion measure. Does he think that we
are such fools on this side of the
House, with not a stroke of business
done, and the conditions today, not
to understand that the Government
are raising a party line. He said to
the Opposition “we want your help.”
“Come with us for the sake of our
common country,” and the man who
asked that has not enough pluck,
enough courage, to get up and say:
“As I have run things as I like in
the past, so I will vote now as I like.
Do you think that is the way in which
this session should be started? As
far as I am concerned in this House
I have never troubled about how or
w'hy a man should talk, or when he
should talk; I have always tried to
deal with principles, with questions
in a big way; but I want to tell the
Minister that for the first time he
has missed the point. The Opposition
could take a certain attitude to facil­
itate public business without bring­
ing in amendments. Now we will
have to go through the whole pro­
cess. Day by day we will decide the
attitude of the Government Just as
surely as the Minister has been forc­
ed to bring in a Bill to repeal the
Regulations, just so surely will the
same power of the Opposition to im­
press the position upon the Govern­
ment be exercised until we have
abolished the Food Control Board,
the War Measures Act, and all other
things of a similar nature. This is
the kind of thing which arouses
public feeling. Why don’t the Govern­
ment members stand up and say, I
will vote for the amendment? Giv-
i.’?<; notice of a Bill and the Bill it­
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self are two different things. Why
not end the matter right here and
now. Why not answer Mr. Holland’s
letter in the proper way.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: •
Notice of this Bill is an answer to
lrm.

MR. HIGGINS:—A notice of a Bill
that may never be introduced. When
the Hon. Minister comes here and
asks the co-operation of the House
he should not start out with this kind
of little cheap stunts. Not big enough
to say I will vote for the amendment,
he says, I will not vote for it because
it comes from the Opposition, but I
will do the same thing tomorrow
which the amendment asks. Isn’t that
ridiculous? Just so sure as the Gov­
ernment are reading the signs wrong.
ly when through their papers they
slander the people because they give
evidence of their sentiments, just so
surely are they sewing the seeds for
their own eternal damnation. Just
so surely as people, formerly inde­
pendent, have to come here day after
day because they have no work, they
would go cracked if they had nowhere
to go—just so surely as it is a vile
slander to refer to these people as
hooligans, does this kind of conduct
bring its own damnation. We knew
you would give notice of a Bill. You
had to. We knew you would give no­
tice of this Bill when Sir John Cros-
bie sat down, because it was only a
question of time when you would
have to. We tell you now, that just
as you had to give notice of this Bill,
so will you have to give notice of all
the other bills, and the quicker you
do it, the sooner will the House close.
We have been dragging information
out by questions. We have found
out that twenty-five thousand has
been spent here and two hundred and
fifty thousand there. Why not let us
see just where we are. Don’t think
that you will keep the Sugar Control.
you never will. Don't think you will 

keep the War Measures Act in force,
you never will, and I say here with a
full sense of the importance of mak­
ing my attitude clear to the members
on the other side of the House, that
the quicker that you put in your no­
tices of bills on the Order Paper, and
the quicker that Government by Ex­
ecutive Council is through with, the
quicker this House will close. The
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies gives notice of a Bill to repeal the
Fish Regulations. All I have to say
is, small thanks to you for it. You
had to do it, you could not keep on
the Fish Regulations because you
would lose your men from the West.
You say that your people in the North
thanked you and hailed you, and well
they might, when you gave- them a
half million dollars of our money for
their fish; but the men from the West
don’t thank you. Ask Mr. Hollett
(whose letter was read by the Leader
of the Opposition) what he thinks of
the Fish Regulations. Mr. Coaker
cries “Kamerad,” because he had to
because his own crowd made him, and
now that they have broken you and
tamed you a bit, and put a bit in your
mouth, I hope that they will use the
bit, and haul you up to your knees
and see that you don’t go down again
till these other things are remedied.

It is a proud day for us to see that
at least one thing has been accom­
plished by the Opposition so far.
This wild horse has been broken, his
Regulations have been a failure, and
he has been now taken charge of by
the men from the West, but they
have to go one step further and then
they will be the proper class of men
to represent that part of the coun7
try. They are not directly respon-,
sible to any organiation such as some
members on the other side of the
House, they are men who are them7
selves typical of the class of men they;
represent the people of the West
Coast. It is up to these four men to 
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stand up and say yes, I will vote
for this Amendment. These men on
the other side think that we are very
anxious to disrupt the Government,
but we don't, that would have been
easy if we wanted to. The best ser,
vice we can do is as an Opposition
to find out the state of affairs as they
are, and try to get the Government)
to pay the sconscience money they owe
the country. We want to clean out
the stable first and went she is prop­
erly cleaned we have a very good
horse to put in there. I am very
sorry indeed that Mr. Coaker has end­
ed a day which began so well in
such a manner. I thought he was
taking the chance to save his unfor­
tunate reputation. He brought in
this Bill' because he was afraid not
to, he was afraid he might be ordered
out. How times have changed? I
never thought to see the day when
Mr. Coaker would be afraid to join
his vote with the Opposition, that is
something which I did not anticipate;
and I regret that he said No. I re-,
gret that we are looked upon by the
Government as an Obstruction Oppos7
ition. You will repeal the Regulations
because you have to. The ship is
dead, the crew is dead, and there re?
mains now but the burial, and that
will be in short.

MR. LEWIS:—Mr. Speaker: I rise
to make a few observations on the
amendment before the House. I must
say that I feel rather disappointed at
the weak defence put up by the Hon,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries for
the Regulations which he claims, of
course, he was father of. The Minister
began his remarks by claiming that
exchange was responsible for the
great calamity that has befallen New­
foundland and he claimed that the
Fish Regulations would have been
alright if they had been carried out
in the proper spirit by the people of
the country generally and the firn.
exporters in particular. The fact is 

that the Minister knew in 1920, when
he was enforcing those Regulations
and forcing the merchants in New-,
foundland all round to pay a certain
figure for fish, that it was only in
keeping with what he had promised
the people north in his election cam,
paign in 1919. He promised that, if
elected, the fishermen of the north
would receive $12 per quintal for
their fish. On that promise the Min­
ister came back to power, put in
.force those drastic Regulations and
used force in carrying them out. He
did not have any mandate from the
people of this country to enforce the
Regulations, but it was because he
was flushed with victory over his
election and to justify the promise he
had made the northern people. At
that time people were not much bet­
ter off than they were in 1920.

To get back to the main point of
the argument regarding the Regula­
tions. The Minister forced the pur­
chasers of fish in this country to
pay $11, $10 and $8 a quintal for fish,
whereas he knew at the time that the
purchasers of our fish abroad and the
people who were consuming our fish
were very poor and he knew that
they could not afford to pay eighty-
two shillings and six-pence a quintal
for Labrador fish. This is one point
that the Minister was entirely in
error over, and that is one of the
notorious wrongs that he committed.
Is this not a ridiculous position? The
Minister fixed the price, as he had
the power, to enable some of his cwn
friends and exporters to put fish in­
to the foreign markets at a profit of
from two to thrne dollars on every
quintal; whereas in the past, before
the Minister undertook to buy fish
and before he knew what a codfish
was, merchants in this country ex­
ported fish and were fully satisfied
with 50 cents profit per quintal. Why
the oldest established firms in New­
foundland made money and kept the 
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business of this country running at a
margin of 50 cents profit on a quin­
tal of fish. The price of fish could
have been much lower in the for­
eign markets and the fishermen would
have received the same prices as they
got last fall, if the Minister and some
of the exporters had not demanded,
through those infamous Regulations,
such outrageous profits. It is true
that last year the fishermen had to
pay high amounts for their outfits
and supplies, and it was necessary
for them to get remunerative prices
that would be commensurate with
their outlays, but $8 a quintal would
have sufficed; but to the detriment of
Newfoundland and to the fishermen of
Newfoundland the highest prices were
maintained in the foreign markets,
thereby giving the exporters, includ­
ing the Minister’s self, an opportun­
ity of raking in all the profits. Why
was not the Minister and his friends
satisfied with one dollar profit per qtl.
instead of trying to make a fortune in
one year? The answer is obvious, be-,
cause after all it can be easily seen
why the Regulations were conceived
in the first place, and their enforce­
ment is the cause of our downfall and
collapse.

Then the Minister went on to say
that he was compelled, in the inter­
est of the north to come up here and
purchase thirty-five thousand quintal^
of fish with Government money—
money that really belonged to the
people all over this country. I say,
without any fear of contradiction, tliai,
if it were not for the regulations,
that fish would have arrived in St,
John’s and the greater portion of i?
would have been consumed in Italy,
It was because of the Regulations that
Italy was closed to us, notwithstamb
ing all that has been said of the
Consorzio. I can prove beyond all
doubt that if a reasonable arrange­
ment had been made with the Con­
sorzio that the fish could have been 

sold in Italy. I hope that the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries will see
that returns will come back for the
five hundred thousand dollars that
he gave to some of the merchants,
who would not have been able to buy
the fish that they did, but for the
taking of this large amount of money
from the Public Treasury of the
Colony. Then again look at our Am­
erican markets closed to us. In the
year 1919, when the Minister resur­
rected the War Measures Act, there
were four hundred and fifty thousand
dollars in American money placed in
our Banks here preparatory to buy­
ing our codfish and shipping it to
market. It is a matter of indifference
where cur fish goes, so long as it
goes out of Newfoundland and we get
paid for it. That fish was not on
consignment either, I may tell the
Minister. It did not suit the Minis­
ter and his friends and admirers or
the Regulations, because that fish
was to be transhipped from the States
to some port in Europe, and he forth­
with put his foot on it. The matter
was thrashed out in the Supreme
Court and a writ of mandamus was
granted to the American buyers, who
applied for it. What was the result?
The Hon. Mr. Coaker, through the
medium of the War Measures Act and
the Regulations, had the law made so
that the American buyers would be
shut out, and in consequence the Am­
erican markets were closed to us and
to our Labrador fish ever since. Still
I hear his pitiable tale in the House
this evening. I deplore hearing such
a story from the Hon. Minister, alter
eighteen months in office—and de­
plorable and disgusting it is to every
man, woman and child in the country
—that we are on the rocks and on the
verge c.f insolvency. What brought
that insolvency about, if it was not
the mismanagement of the Govern­
ment? 1 might say that mismanage­
ment is not a strong enough word In 
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denunciation of their conduct of pub­
lic affairs. The people of this coun­
try have been badly deceived by the
present Government. Not a greater
piece of deception was e' er practised
on the people of Newfoundland than
has been practised by those who are
incharge of the Ship of State at the
present time They have squandered
monev right and left. When all busi­
ness men and financiers all over the
world were economising, the Hon.
Mr. Coaker and his colleagues came
forward and took the money from
the revenue—the people's moneys
with which to buy fish and salt. When
was that ever practised before? The
war was over. I say Sir that the
revenue of this country should not and
cannot be used in such a way, an.I it
goes to show that our very constitu­
tion is being demoralized. I ques­
tion if there were any more than a
quorum in the Executive at the time
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
undertook to take that five hundred
thousand dollars out of the Treas­
ury. And you know, Sir, that the
men of Bay de Verde, Hr. Grace and
the men of the West Coast had just
as much right to a part of that money
as the fishermen of the North, I say,
Sir, it is wrong in principle, and if
it is not nipped in the bud we will
have no country in a short time; for
the same principle might be applied
to the selling of the country, we
might go to sleep some night and wake
up some fine morning and find our­
selves part and parcel of Canada, be­
cause seemingly we have nothing to
prevent us from being sold, lock,
stock and barrel just as Nova Scotia
was sold a few years ago to Canada.
If any individual or any few individ­
uals can go to the Treasury at will
we are not safe. I repeat that this
practice is just as wrong in principle
as the transferring of the railroad
was. In 1893, as is well known, we
were faced with the transferring of 

the railroad. There was a sentiment
prevailing all over Newfoundland that
spoke in no uncertain manner when
that even happened, and I was sur­
prised then why the people did not
rise in their might and hurl from
power the men who transferred this
railroad to Heid, without leave or
license, just as much as I am amazed
now that the people do not rise in
their might and hurl from power
those who comprise the present Gov­
ernment. I say, Mr. Speaker, it is
a very serious matter and the excuse
given to this House this evening by
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
for the plundering of the revenue of
this Colony within the past eighteen
months is not good enough; nor is his
explanation good enough regarding
the Fish Regulations, which have been
the means, to a large degree, of bring­
ing this country down to a state of
depression that has not existed in
Newfoundland during the past forty
years.

We are told, and on good authority,
that pauper relief is being given out
all over this country to-day. There
is an excuse given in the way of cut­
ting pit props and pulp wood. That
is merely given out to enable the
people to keep from starvation. I re­
member in 1898 there was a lot of
timber cut to help relieve the people
in their distress all over the coun­
try, and which later rotted and the
Government had to stand to lose $150,-
000 on account of pauper relief. The
same thing might happen to-day with
the money that is being distributed
all over the country to help the poor
and the needy. It is necessary and
alright to help the people, but the
Government should discharge their
duties properly and see that this tim­
ber that is being cut now will be sold,
and see that the money goes back to
the Treasury, and not let the country
suffer, as before.

What brought about so much dis­
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tress all over the Island, is the Fish
Regulations, because last summer
when the fishermen lost confidence in
the Government, they hauled up their
boats and said that they were not
going to catch any more fish to have
it sacrificed. And if it was not for
the Regulations we would not have
nearly five hundred thousand quintals
of fish in the country today unsold,
because of the keeping of too high a
price in a market where people were
too poor to buy. I venture the as­
sertion this evening, without fear of
successful contradiction, that the
enforcement of the Fish Regulations
has done more to injure the trade of
Newfoundland than anything else
since we had Responsible Govern­
ment. We were told, and it has been
admitted by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, that he actually re­
fused to sell ten thousand quintals of
fish last fall, through an agent in
Montreal, because the. price did not
measure up to the strict letter of the
Regulations. That amount of fish
would have meant one hundred thous­
and dollars to this Colony, and would
be a material help to the trade of the
Colony. Now, that fish will likely be
sold for West India, and at a much
smaller figure, because Labrador fish
at this date in Newfoundland must be
made and properly cured, and now it
can only be made West India at best,
and will probably fetch three or four
dollars a quintal to buyers of fish
other than the Government. I pre­
sume the Minister holds twenty thous­
and quintals of that fish purchased
by the five hundred thousand dol­
lars. Well that fish will not go more
than four dollars a quintal now, so
that the country will stand to lose
on that transaction, because the Min­
ister admits having refused $55 per
cask for fish because the Regulations
called for $65. Was it not better to
get $55 . for them then, perhaps, have ■
it thrown to the guano heap?

The quicker and sooner that these
Regulations are removed from the
Statute Book, the better for all con­
cerned. We should have independ­
ence in this House, and it is up to
this House to see that we do not
keep on the Statute Book any law
that will interfere with the chief and
staple industry of this Colony, and
not give any one man the authority,
such as the Minister had, of purchas­
ing fish for his Northern friends.

As has been explained here, all the
fish that was purchased by the Gov.
ernment money was not for the poor
fishermen of the North. Mr. Coaker
himself made a sale of a cargo for
which he received 50 cents more from
the Treasury than the fishermen re­
ceived. Now, why should Mr. Coaker
receive more money for his fish than
the fishermen got? I say that it is
wrong in principle, and if Mr. Coaker
or any other Mr. Coaker persists in
playing ducks and drakes with the
public monies of this Colony, we will
soon have no country at all left.

In conclusion I would like to say
that the Minister of Marine’s inten­
tion regarding the Regulations were
alright, but that it worked out very
wrong. However, as he tells us, he
admits that the country is in a bad
state, and I, as a Newfoundlander, am
prepared to stand and help relieve
the situation and help to place New­
foundland on a firm basis once more;
and if the country is in that deplor­
able condition that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries says it is, then
it is about time that we should be up
and doing, and about time that we
should have a new captain and crew
put in charge of the Ship of State,
men who understand their business;
to take her off the rocks and not al­
low her to make any more lee-way.
I don’t propose to take up any more
of the time of the House, Mr. Speak­
er, on this subject, but I hope the
Minister will see his way clear to 
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take off the Regulations and give us
free trade again.

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE:—Mr. Speaker, In answer
to my friend the Member for St.
John’s East, Mr. Higgins, I would say
that the position is this. His amend­
ment was brought in before the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries arriv­
ed, or rather he arrived the same day.
The Government had to decide upon
the policy in consultation with him,
and the Government decided to re­
peal the Regulations. The Leader of
the Opposition, Sir Michael Cashin,
was speaking then, and Sir John
Crosbie followed him. Mr. Coaker
said that as a Minister of the Crown
and on behalf of the Government he
would bring in a Bill to repeal the
Regulations, and therefore there is
no necessity for the amendment; and
not only that, but if he did not keep
his word, any man on the other side
could bring in the Bill. Mr. Higgins
put another phase on it. The Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries on be­
half of the Government says that that
act will be repealed. Mr. Higgins
says “we do not believe you; vote
for this amendment and we, will be­
lieve you.” That is a position which
I will not and cannot accept If I
thought that—if I promised to bring
in a Bill and the men on the other
side of the House would not believe
me, then I would take that as a vote
of want of confidence in me and I
would get out. That is the position.
As a Minister of the Crown I join
with the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, and to ask me to vote for that
amendment is to tell me that you do
not believe. I cannot accept that
position, and I have no alternative
but to vote against the amendment.
Nothing can be served by prolonging
the argument.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—That is
childish.

MR. WARREN:—Mr. Higgins says 

he does not believe in our intentions.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—You

must remember that you are the men
who closed the House last year, and
the day after put the War Measures
Act in force.

MR. WARREN:—That may be so,
but I have stated my position, and I
cannot withdraw from it.

On motion the donate on the Ad­
dress in Reply was adjourned until
tomorrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Hon the Prime Minister gave no­
tice that he would on tomorrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend Chapter 23 of the Con­
solidated Statutes, entitled “Of the
Auditing of Public Accounts.’ ”

Hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries gave notice that he would
on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a
Bill entitled “An Act to Repeal the
Act Geo. V. Cap. 25, entitled, ‘An Act
to Regulate the Exportation of Salt
Codfish.’ ”

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
tomorrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, April 19, 1921.
The House met at three of-the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. MacDONNELL:—Mr. Speaker,
I beg leave to present a petition from
the people of the settlement of High­
lands of Bay St. George. This peti­
tion has reference to the Department
of Agriculture and Mines, regarding
an Agricultural Society. The people
of that section for a stretch of about
Z5 miles attend the one Agricultural
Society at the Highlands. They are
now asking that there be two Agricul­
tural Societies instead of one for the
convenience of both sections of this 
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long distance. It is signed by every­
body in tbe settlement, and I hope it
will receive the favorable considera­
tion of the Department to which it re­
lates.

Also I beg leave to present a peti­
tion from the same settlement regard­
ing a bridge across Highland River.
This section is not in direct touch
with the railroad, and the coastal
boats do not call there. They have to
cross this bridge to get to the rail­
road. Year after year this bridge has
been repaired, but it is now in a state
of total disrepair. They ask, with a
view to economy in the future, that
concrete buttresses be put at both
ends of the bridge, and that it be sup­
ported by concrete pillars. If that
had been done years ago it would not
have cost nearly as much as has been
spent in repairs. They ask for the
sum of $2500 for the purpose of this
bridge.

I would like, with your permission,
Mr. Speaker, to say that the members
on this side of the House, and I pre­
sume members on the other side also,
would like to see some system for
keeping check of the petitions that
are presented. Petitions are present­
ed; they go to the Department to
which they relate, I presume, and
eventually they find their way into the
newspaper basket. It is not fair to
the members who present these peti­
tions, and it is most unfair to the peo­
ple who send the petitions to their
representatives. ,

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Speaker, I might say that the
practice is for the Clerk of the House
to gather the petitions together and
eend them to the Deputy Heads of the
various Departments to which they re­
late. They do not go to the Adminis­
trative Heads; the Deputy Heads are
responsible for them.

MR. HIGGINS:—Mr. Speaker, just a
word on that point that has been men­
tioned by the hon. member for St.
George’s. It seems to me that if the

Prime Minister could see his waj
clear to issue instructions to the
Deputy Heads to inform members as
to what happens to the petitions pre­
sented by them, it would clear up the
matter. In many cases the members
are out of town, and have no means
of finding out what happens to their
petitions.
■ HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Speaker, I would say that in con­
nection with petitions such as those
for bridges, roads and the like, they
go to the Department of Public Works
and are held there until the represent­
ative goes to discuss the matter with
the Head of the Department. It is
then determined whether there are
funds belonging to the district which
can be used for the purpose of the
petition. The same things applies to
the Department of Marine and Fisher­
ies, and other departments.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Red Island, Placentia
Bay. This petition is signed by John
Reading and about one hundred other
voters. This petition has been pre­
sented at least seven times. I have
been in this House for the last seven
years, and every session I have han
the pleasure of presenting this peti­
tion. The petition asks that the
dredge be sent there to dredge out the
harbor. This is one of the most im­
portant settlements of the whole dis­
trict. There are about 100 voters, and
last year there were 100 boats, large
and small, fishing out of that harbor.
Now, Mr. Speaker, even though this is
the seventh time this petition has been
presented I hope it will get the con
sideration that it merits.

MR. SULLIVAN:—Mr. Speaker, I
have much pleasure in supporting the
petition that has just been presented
by my colleague, Mr. Walsh. It is very
important that Red Island Harbor re­
ceive attention. The people there are
prosecuting the fishery under most
hazardous circumstances. There is no 
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safe harbor on the whole Island. It
would not take the dredge very long
to do the necessary work there to
make Red Island a very good harbor.
About 15 years ago they managed to
get the dredge there for one day. We
had a promise last year that the
dredge would call there on her way
back from Grand Bank, but evidently
the Member for Burin had a greater
null than we had. I trust, Sir, thaf
it will not be necessary for the peo­
ple to present a further petition re­
garding this very important matter;
but that it receive the consideration
that it deserves from the Department
to which it relates.

MR. SINNOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I
have pleasure in giving the petition
that has been presented by my hon.
colleague my hearty support.

THE HONOURABLE THE PRIME
MINISTER:—With regard to question
two of to-day’s Order Paper, I wish
to say that the Auditor General told
me this morning with reference to
this question that he had written me
a letter bearing on the matter and up
to the time of leaving to attend the
House I had not received it.

Concerning question three of to­
day’s Order Paper, I beg to state
that the amount received by the
Treasury for Motor Car Taxes for the
calendar year 1920, totalled the sum of
$5,690. The exact figure was $5,-
693.16. It was paid over to the De­
partment of Public Works.

As for question four of to-day’s
Order Paper, I have to inform the
House that the Government did not
authorise or despatch either Mr,
Devine or Mr. E. Collishaw in con­
nection with the matter to which ref­
erence is made in this question.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—We are
entitled to more information than
that.

THE HONOURABLE THE PRIME
MINISTER: — The question asked
whether Mr. Devine or Mr. Collishaw 

proceeded to Washington on behalf
of the Government to represent New­
foundland in the fishery situation. I
have to say that they were not au­
thorised or despatched by the Gov-,
ernment to Washington. Some two
or three months ago when the Min­
ister of Finance and Customs was in
New York ill. I received a cable from
some Newfoundlanders then in New
York saying that a deputation was be­
ing sent from New York to Washing­
ton to look into the matter connected
with the duty on fish and other mat­
ters in which Newfoundland was in­
terested and enquiring whether Mr.
Devine might or might not accom­
pany the deputation.

I cabled back that Mr. Devine
might accompany the deputation as
one of its members if it was going
on its own account. There was no
correspondence whatever only the
private wire received by me and the
reply sent back. These I will be
only too glad to table if so requested.
Very well I will table them.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE:—This in­
formation seems to be poorly tabled
from my point of view. Why did the
honourable Minister of Marine and
Fisheries send Mr. Devine or Mr. E.
Collishaw to Washington to represent
us in a vital matter such as a fish
transaction. Who is this Collishaw?
Have we not got Newfoundlanders
with sufficient intelligence to go to
Washington to represent us. If the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries got
authority to do all these things he
ought to be here to answer the ques­
tion. I have no doubt that at least
Mr. Collishaw will be paid by the
Government for his services in this
matter. We should have more in­
formation and I as a member of the
Opposition demand more information
and demand that all correspondence
be tabled, the message you sent Mr.
Coaker and the reply. This was 
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asked for in this question but'it was
not tabled.

THE HONOURABLE THE PRIME
MINISTER:—No, pardon me. That
was not asked for in the question. It
reads as follows. (Reads). My answer
was that the Government did not
authorise or despatch these gentle­
men to Washington.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE:—It seems
to me as if two or three are running
this Government.

THE HONOURABLE THE PRIME
MINISTER:—I enlarged the question
and in reply said how I received a
wire and telegraphed Mr. Coaker
when he was in Washington asking
him to look into the matter.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE: — Mr.
Coaker is back here now over a fort­
night and if he sent Devine or Col-
lishaw to Washington he ought to
know it and be here to answer the
question. Will the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries be here this after->
noon can any one tell me? Can you
Mr. Halfyard?

THE HONOURABLE THE MINIS­
TER OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS:
I do not know. I think he will be
away.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE:—I am sor­
ry for that as he is the Government
and we will not be able to get any
information. In the meantime I think
it is better that the information stand
over. I protest against Devine or
Collishaw proceeding to Washington
to discuss the fish situation. There
should have been some one belonging
to the Government who was capable,
the Attorney General or someone else
who would be a responsible repre­
sentative.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—I wish
to say something with reference to
this question. I think the limit has
been reached when one Collishaw is
sent to Washington, the' Capital ot
the United States of America, to re->
present Newfoundland in the fish sit­

uation. I think the best man in New­
foundland would hardly be capable
for that position and duty. Do you
not remember when Sir Robert Bond
made a study of that to select a
special man to represent Newfound­
land in the fish situation, and now
we are told this evening that Mr. E.
Collishaw is now at Washington fid­
dling with the principal industry of
our country. He would not be able
to distinguish a codfish from a rab­
bit. What in the name of common
sense does Collishaw know about cod­
fish. This man struck this country
a few years ago. He may be an
alright man in his way, but what does
he know about codfish? And this
evening the Prime Minister tells us
he is at Washington representing us
in a fishery matter.

This is the worst insult New­
foundland was ever subjected to if I
know anything about it. I suppose
the Government would look with
scorn upon Captain John Lewis, but
a man like Collishaw is up at Wash­
ington now in no less a place than
the Capital of the United States of
America representing Newfoundland
in a fishery matter. No wonder we
would be in the mess we are in to­
day. What has Captain John Lewis
got to say about this? Now Mr.
Speaker I ask your pardon for tak­
ing up the time of the House but I
will again speak on this matter.

THE HONOURABLE THE PRIME
MINISTER:—The Government in­
tend to maintain the Revenue Pro­
tective Service on the South and
West Coasts this year. The steamer
is being prepared for this work and
had to be docked, which has delayed
her outfitting. The whole West Coast
has been without any protection what­
ever. It was the custom in the past
to get a schooner away in January
to do this work) The whole of the
West Coast fleet has gone for over
a week from Grand Bank to St. Pierre 
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to get supplies, to obtain sugar for
eight cents per pound not twenty-five
cents, and take salt aboard, and this
ship which the Government proposes
to send, has been lying at Bowring’s
wharf for some time with the crew
walking the street all the time under
pay. Are we going to abandon the
Custom House? I was surprised about
the motor cars and the taxes there­
on but you did not tell us about the
amount of duty unpaid on motor cars.
From Cape Race to Bonne Bay there
has been no cutter and the people
are doing what they like. There is
free trade as far as St. Pierre is con­
cerned. The whole fleet has gone in­
to St. Pierre for their blocks, sails and
supplies and on all this no duty had
been paid. What is going to happen
Newfoundland if this is allowed to
go on? How long are we going to
stand for this?

HON. PRIME MINISTER: — The
following is the reply to question of
Sir M. P. Cashin, No. 10, on Order
Paper of April 19th, 1921.

The amount of collections made by
Duncan Collins, Sub-Collector on
the Labrador Mail Boat during last
year was $23,769.00. He was paid as
follows:
Salary...................................... $1150.50
Commission............................. 169.50
Travelling Expenses.............. 407.65

HON. PRIME MINISTER: — The
following is the reply to question ot
Sir M. P. Cashin, No. 13, on Order
Paper of April 19th, 1921.

A statement of the quantity and
value of the imports of intoxicating
liquors by the Controller’s Depart­
ment is in course of preparation, and
will be furnished in a few days.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—!
have received the following answer to
question 14 of Sir M. P. Cashin:

Clergymen are exempt from tax­
ation under the Income War Tax Act.

I have never received instructions,
verbal or otherwise, that clergymen 

should be exempt from Income Tax,
and forms were sent out under the
8th Section of the Act in the same
manner as to laymen whose returns
had not been sent in, in accordance
with the 7th Section of the Act.

JOSEPH O’REILLY,
Assessor.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—Reply
to question of Mr. Moore No. 11, April
8, 1921:

Mr. Foote’s bill for entire services
in connection with the purchase of
Sudbury Property for the sum of
$29,000.00 amounted to the total sum
of $336.35. That covered negotiations
for purchase in which Mr. Foote saved
the Colony many thousand dollars,
miscellaneous cash disbursements,
professional fees for servise, prepar­
ation* of documents, necessary search­
es at registry office and competition
of title to the property in favor of
the Government.

Mr. Foote’s bill went to a taxing
officer of the Supreme Court for ex­
amination in due course and was taxed
and allowed in accordance with usual
procedure. The amount paid to Mr.
Foote was the sum ordered by the
Taxing officer, namely the sum of
$336.35.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the
following financial statements:

Statement of Current Account of ths
Government of Newfoundland for the
year ended 30th June, 1920.

Statement Public Debt, June 30th.|
1920.

Death Duties Account, 1919-20.
Surplus Trust Account, 1919-20.
Balance Sheet of Treasury Accounts

for the year ended 30th June, 1920.
Teachers’ Pension Fund.
MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, I wish

to add a word in support of the am­
endment now before the House. I
hope I will be pardoned, however, If,
first of all, in order to refresh the
memory of hon. members, I read again
the amendment.
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(Reads amendment.)

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend, 1
might say in commencing, to unneces­
sarily detain the business of the
House in dealing with these matters
that are included in the amendment,
especially in view of the announce­
ment made yesterday afternoon by the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
I might say, Mr. Speaker, I came to
the House with one intention and one
only and that is to rise to the occas­
ion which now presents itself and to
.do all I can to assist, in my own small
way, my fellow countrymen to bear the
load which is weighing them down. I
think you will agree, Sir, that these
are decent sentiments, but what do I
find on taking my seat here this after­
noon? I have to follow the example
of the previous speaker, Sir Join
Crosbie, and denounce an attack
which has been made upon me, not in
the same dirty rag that he has had
cause to complain against, but against
the equally filthy Advocate. In that
paper are a set of resolution condemn­
ing sectarianism and making an un­
justifiable and low-down attack on me
personally. Now, Mr. Speaker, with
that portion of these resolution con­
cerning sectarianism I am not going
to deal, but I want to assure the boss
of that dirty rag and those associated
with him that I am prepared to vin­
dicate myself against those dirty,
filthy charges. The closing paragraph
of the resolutions in question reads as
follows:

“Before closing we cannot desist
from expressing our avowed disap­
proval of the reprehensible conduct of
W. J. Walsh on the floors of the
House of Assembly, in probing into
the private business of the Union Trad
ing Company. We are glad to know
that the poisoned arrow failed to ac­
complish its mission. Would Mr.
Walsh dare to enquire into the priva
affairs of any other company at St.
John’s? Would his despicable con­
duct be tolerated by the directors of 

those companies? Those ‘kill Coaker’
and ‘kill the F.P.U.’ cries are wasted
on the fishermen of the North. We re­
iterate our determination to stand by
the F. P. U. and our President, the
Hon. W. F. Coaker.

"Signed on behalf of Port Rexton
Council: James Butler, Chairman;
Robert Plowman, Deputy Chairman;
Garland Bannister, Secretary; Wm.
Thos. Randell, John Stockley, William
James Rex, Peter Rex, Sr., Wm. F.
Barbour, Robert Rex, Hezekiah Ran­
dell, George Bannister, Robert Ban­
nister, Abram Bailey, Robert Rex, Jr.,
Joseph Mate, Kenneth Ploughman.
Benjamin Bailey.

“Port Rexton, April 9th, 1921.”
Now, Mr. Speaker, with regard to

the matter of my probing into the
private affairs of the Union Trading
Co., and to my questions having fail­
ed in their effect, as I’ve already
stated, I have no desire to pry into
the private affairs of any private con­
cern, but I have convinced myself and
any man with even a cord eye can set,
that the Union Trading Co. is not a
private corporation, but a concern
whose workings affect a very large
portion of the people of this country.
Why, Sir, out of the thirty-six mem­
bers of this House, at least eleven of
them are the sworn followers of the
head of that concern. I came in here
and asked if the F.P.U. or any of its
subsidiary companies owed money on
bonds given the Customs for duty,
and I might say that I was glad to find
that they did not, according to the
answer tabled. But what about the
fifty or sixty thousand dollars taken
from the Treasury to pay for salt?
Are we doing our duty to the people
we represent if we allow this to go
unchallenged? Is any hon. gentle­
man either on this or the other side
of the House doing its duty in allow­
ing private companies to owe so much
money to the country when the coun­
try can so ill afford it? I am sorry
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish­
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cries is not in here this afternoon.
I should like to see him in his seat up
beside the Minister of Justice where
he should be, but as he is not here I
shall say what I have to say anyhow
although, no doubt, I shall be told in
The Advocate tomorrow that the
cowardly, sneaking Walsh attacked
Mr. Coaker when he was not in the
House to defend himself. Mr. Speak­
er, I am here as part of the safety
valve which controls the business of
this House and thereby protects the
interests of the people; I am here as
one of three representatives of one of
the largest and one of the most im­
portant fishing districts in the coun­
try to fight for what The Advocate has
for its motto: ‘To every man his own.’
To every man his own, indeed. The
motto in that paper should be “Unto
the F.P.U. all.” It is regrettable. Sir,
that the Hon. Minister had not the
courage or the manliness to support
this resolution, instead of being so
small as to oppose it because it hap­
pened to emenate from this side of
the House. But of course the prin-.
ciple is that nothing good can emen­
ate from the Opposition, nothing good
can emenate from a man like Cashin.
The sentiments expressed in the reso­
lutions are identical with those to be
expressed in the Bill which the Hon.
Minister will bring down for the re­
peal of the Regulations, and by sup-"*
porting the resolutions the Govern­
ment would have saved all this de­
bate, but still they had not the manli­
ness to support them. I remember
when in 1914 a new government came
into power and Mr. Coaker for the
first time occupied a seat in this
House, we were, if my memory serves
me right, in committee on an import­
ant measure. A gentleman at that
time associated with Mr. Coaker and
sitting on the Opposition side had
pluck enough to cross the floor and
vote with the Government because he
was convinced that it was the right
course to pursue. The gentleman to 

whom I refer is Mr. John Stone. Ho
had the courage of his convictions and
after voting with the Government on
that measure he returned to his seat
cn the Opposition side. He showed
that he was not too small to do the
right thing and that he was not to bo
swayed whatever way the wind blew
and he was all the more respected for
it. I am particulary interested in one
or two aspects of these resolutions,
and I shall deal with these, Mr.
Speaker, from three points of view.
It has been said that I supported the
Regulations when they passed this
House, and the three positions from
which I shall deal with the matter
are, first, my position then, secondly,
my position now, and thirdly, why.

In 1919 when Sir Michael Cashin’s
Government went down to defeat, we
came back here and the two, threa or
four parties that constituted the Gov­
ernment lined up together and Mr.
Coaker intimated that he was going
to place on the Statute Book an act to
regulate and control the export sof
codfish. It is well known that what
Mr. Coaker said he was going to do
was as good as done so far as that
party was concerned; he was the
whole Government. Sir Michael
Cashin realised that we had to make
the best of a bad job and that all we
could do was to get in as many am­
endments as possible so that these
Regulations would not lean too hard
on the people of the country who
would be most affected by them. It
was a foregone conclusion that Mr.
Coaker was the dictator, and that
whatever he said was law, so we of­
fered no serious opposition. We were
given to understand that we would
have an Export Board, but we were
not given to understand that this
Board would be composed of men like
Mr. Collishaw or a man named Brooks
or Mr. Geo. M. Barr or a young law­
yer named Dunfield. Sir M. P. Cash­
in apologized to you this afternoon, I
,think, Sir, for occupying so much of 
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the time o£ the House In asking ques­
tions, but I think I am safe in saying
that the country will demand no
apology from him for his action in
this regard. Rather do they owe him
a deep debt of gratitude for turning
the searchlight on the deed of the
Government and bringing before them
the true facts of the misconduct of
public affairs the past twelve months.
There must be a feeling of shame in
■the hearts of all Newfoundlanders to
learn here this evening that a man
named Collishaw is now in the cap­
ital of the United States representing
this country on important fisheries
matters. What an insult to the peo­
ple to have a fellow who drifted in
here from God knows where, who
came here as an oil agent and accum­
ulated wealth which it is questionable
how he attained, taken by the hand,
and by the dictator again of course—
the man who should be in his seat in
this House this afternoon—and sent to
the American capital to transact our
business for us. I say, Mr. Speaker,
that it is about time for us to shut up
shop, to turn the key in the door of
this House and hand the whole thing
over to Port Union and Mr. Collishaw
And then they will have the audacity
to tell you that everything they did
was quite alright; they ask for mercy
and they hold up their hands and tell
you that the country is on the rocks
and they practically say, come over
Cashin-Crosbie-Bennett and company
and lend us a hand and take her out
of the wretched condition we have
forced her into by incompetency, cor­
ruption and dishonesty. It will be re­
membered that when everything was
going along smoothly in this country
and when prosperity reigned all over
the land there were people who glori­
ed at the name of Coaker and pilloried
the names of Cashin, Crosbie, Ben­
nett, Piccott and others who were as­
sociated with the Government in those
days. I have vivid recollections of
how The Advocate used to thunder 

forth on the ministerial benches of the
Government and charge the occupants
thereof with all kinds of fancy accus­
ations. They never made any attempt
to justify them, nor did they have the
manliness to go to their newspaper
office and instruct those whom they
had hired to do their dirty work to
make an open apology. They had not
the manliness to stand up in their
places in this House and offer an
apology for the deliberate misrepre­
sentation that they practised during
the days they were in Opposition; but
now when they find they have made a
mess of things, as a result of which
children unborn in this country are
going to suffer and thousands of men,
women and children in this country
are suffering untold misery tonight,
they cry “Kamerad.”

While I am speaking I. hold in mj
desk the names of 500 people belong­
ing to the District of Placentia and
St. Mary’s and 490 out of the 500 peo­
ple who have been bled, beggared and
ruined through the incompetency and
by the discrimination practised by the
present Government. We have here
resolutions pouring in from all sec­
tions of the Island. This is not the
class of resolution that I read from
The Advocate this afternoon and
which draws the proverbial red her­
ring across the trail to try and get
people to forget for the time being in
an endeavour to put class against
class and creed against creed and to
try and get people to forget that this
country was put in such a serious
position through the inability and cor­
ruption of the present Government.

We have another class of resolution,
which, however, differently worded,
comes from a class of men who are
no different in their avocation to the
men in the north. And I believe that
there are as good and as fair-minded
fishermen to be found in the northern
section of the country as there are to
be found in any other, except that they
allowed themselves to be made tools 
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of by unscrupulous politicians; and T
think if I had an opportunity to meet
an audience from any district in the
north that I would be in a position to
justify and vindicate my character
from any of those foul charges made
against me in the Advocate. Here
is a resolution, though, perhaps-, I
may be charged with discourtesy by
reading it to this House. I regret that
the Hon. Mr. Foote, member for Bur­
in, and his colleagues, Mr. Cheseman,
are not in the House, but I have no
doubt that both of these gentlemen
will be honest and candid enough to
see that this resolution—I understand
they have copies of it—goes through
the proper channel whereby they may
be able to be of some assistance to
the Opposition in the forcing of the
Government to lift the Regulations.
J say that deliberately, because I am
convinced, as the great majority of
the people throughout the country are
convinced, that the whole credit for
the lifting of the Fish Regulations is
due to the Opposition led by Sir
Michael Cashin. The Resolution reads
as follows:

Reads Resolution
Now Mr. Speaker, a half million

dollars is a large amount of money.
It is sufficient money, if handled prop­
erly, to be able to eliminate entirely
and to prevent the awful stigma that
has been placed on our people during
the past few months. Five hundred
thousand dollars—and I challenge
successful contradiction—have been
stolen from the Public Treasury of
this Colony by one individual. Would
we as members of the various con­
stituencies, who sent us here to safe^
guard their interests, be doing our
duty if we did not expose this cor­
ruption? And I venture to say toi
night that there are very many hon-j
cst, industrious, hard-working and
deserving fishermen in Bonavista,
Trinity and Notre Dame Bays whq
did not receive a solitary farthing of 

that half million. I say, Mr. Speak-1
er, that the Prime Minister, the At­
torney General, the Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs, the Minister
of Education and the other gentle­
men who comprise the Executive Gov­
ernment—and even His Excellency
the Governor—should be held respon­
sible for the taking of that money, and
if every man here were of my mint}
they would not allow one measure to
go through this House until these
men would be called upon to open
their own purses and place back in
the Treasury the five hundred thous-1
and dollars that was stolen and de?
liberately stolen by them. Now that
is a kind of strong language, but des­
perate diseases require desperata
remedies, and I, in my own way, the?
my language may not be as choice
and as flowery as we heard sent
forth from the other side of the
House, want to assure you, sir, that!
my honesty of purpose cannot be
questioned by any member or any in?
dividual in this House or outside this
House. While I hold a seat in this
Chamber I want to see that splendid
motto of the Advocate lived up to—
"To every man his own,” and I want
to see it carried out to the strictest
letter of the law. As far back as
August 1920 when-4 went through thq
district of Placentia and St. Mary’s 1
could easily predict what conditions
were going to be like if high prices
were not paid for our products. On
my return to the city I dared to gq
through the public press, because the
House was not open and the press was
the only available means of voicing
the sentiments within me. I wrote a
letter to the Daily News pointing out
that if $10 per quintal for talqual
was not given—and that was wha|)
was promised by the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries last session—that
conditions would be serious through­
out the winter which we have just;
passed over. I even went to the ex* 
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tent of saying that if the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, who, at that
time, along with members of the Ex­
port Board were at variance with
other indifferent members of the
Board of Trade and others outside
the Board of Trade, as there did no(|
seem to be any set policy,—and who
had all the machinery at his disposal/
who had scores of Agents in the Euro-*
pcan markets and had all the inform­
ation that any out reasonable man
could have relating to the condition!)
existing in the foreign markets; and
that if there was a deliberate attempt
being made by a section of the mer-*
cantile community, according to hiq
own statement, to keep the price of
fish down although the foreign mar­
kets warranted ?9 or $10 locally, but;
owing to political and commercial in­
trigue he was not able to obtain that
price locally, and that he was con­
vinced beyond all shadow of doubt
that $10 should be paid for fish local­
ly, I pointed out that he, in my opin­
ion, would be justified in utilising the
funds of this Colony, pay for the
whole catch, market it, pay the fish-,
ermen $10 per quintal for it and any
balance he had to put it to the cred-*
it of the Colony. Of course I did noj
expect that my suggestion or any sug­
gestion coming from such a desperate
character as Walsh would be serious­
ly considered by the Minister and his
associates. Later on when it was firsji
mooted that there was an attempt be,
ing made to raid the Treasury of this
country by the political boss and hit)
associates I wrote another letter tg
the press. And I want to state here
that any letter that I write to thq
press is not signed by any non-d,e-.
plume. I never write unless I think
the subject is of sufficient import­
ance and that it may be considered
by some of the people, and I always
sign any article I write over my owr)
signature. This letter was dated Noy,
23rd last and I crave the indulgence 

of the House to read it. I do this,
because in itself it will be sufficient
proof that my attitude here on the
19th of April is not the spontaneous
decision of some people who have
tread on my corns, but that certairy
honourable gentlemen who love this,
splendid educator will not accuse me
of taking this attitude in the way I
was attacked in the Advocate this
evening. This letter appeared in the
Evening Telegram and reads thus:

(reads)
If you will notice, Mr. Speaker, on

that date, Nov. 23rd, the people, at
least I did not know, and a large
section of the Island did not know
that the Prime Minister, the Attorney
General, the Minister of Education
and the Hon. Mr. Foote had given
their support and backing in the Ex­
ecutive to Mr. Coaker and Mr. Half,
yard and their other associates who
are mixed up in those F. P. U. enter­
prises for the taking of five hundred
thousand dollars of our money for
the purposes of buying Mr. Coaker’s
own fish. The resolution that I read
here this evening that came from the
Burin Board of Trade, dated the 5tl|
of April, and its only supposed it?
that resolution that a large amount
of money had been taken from the
Treasury and placed at the disposal
of the Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies or some other person for the pur­
chase of Labrador fish. Then there
is another resolution from Grant)
Bank which is practically identical
with the Burin one. It is pointed out
by the farmers of the Grand Bank
resolution that the associations repre­
sented therein are non-political. I do
not think that any member of this
House will question the veracity oj
that statement. I have the honour to
know personally and intimately soma
of the gentlemen who are associated
with that resolution on the West
Coast. The name of Mr. ' Samuel
Harris is a household word from Pla­



82 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

centia to Cape Ray; and there arq
none of the fishermen at this very
moment in Piacenita Bay but whose
last prayer before they close thei?
eyes in sleep each night is that con­
ditions may right themselves so that
the old reliable firms of Samuel Har­
ris, Ltd., of Grand Bank and the
Marystown Trading Company may
come to their rescue and hold out to
them the barrels and the boxes and
give them the material they require
to carry on their arduous avocation.
Mr. Harris .’is a man, who, in his ear­
ly days went out in the stormy deep
in a small punt. By his ability antj
energy that punt became a jack. Grad­
ually the jack was succeeded by tha
fore-and-after. From the fore-and-
after he acquired the banker and,
from the banker to the foreign going
vessel. From the ordinary common
every day fisherman Mr. Harris rosq
to be one of the most prominent and
influential men in the Dominion. Ha
was one of the largest contributors
to the Profits Tax Act in 1919. Hq
did a business that was unsurpassed
by any other firm in the Island. I
think that he was the largest export­
er of codfish in 1910 also. The samq
might be said of other1 firms irj
Grand Bank such as the Buffets, Pat­
ten and Forsey, Forward and Tibbo;
and the. Holletts, Bartletts, Bishops
and Inkpens of Burin; and the Moul­
tons and the Smiths and the other
business men along the South West
Coast, and the Wakleys, and Ware­
hams of Placentia Eia'y. .Those men
built up their own businesses; they
were not heritages handed down to
them. Those men were interfered
with by the Regulations to the extent
of driving them to the wall. Take
the case of Mr. George Penny, of
Ramea—a glaring case of discrimin­
ation on the part of somebody, and I;
■am going to lay the blame at the
door of the Minister of Marine ant}
Fisheries. After all he is only one 

man, and the men who were prepared
to sit at the Executive Board and say
Amen to his actions will be held jdst
as much responsible by the people of
this country as the Minister himself.
Mr. Penny loaded a cargo of fish last
June and had a market secured for it
at a profitable figure. When he ap­
plied for a clearance it was refused
and the vessel was held up at his
wharf for three or four months in
the hot summer weather and any
man who has any knowledge of sucty
matters can understand what sort oi
a condition that cargo of fish was in
after being held up for so long a
time at that particular season of the
year. The consequence was, I am
informed, and I think I am informed
rightly.

The firm of Geo. Penney of Ramea
have not yet received one cent for
that fish, and all the time that thesq
conditions were being forced upon
the people, the Prime Minister and
the Attorney General were abroad,
and even thought these gentlemen
were in a more congenial climate, and
probably association with larger men
from a financial standpoint, it was
their duty to go to the office of thq
Nfld. Commissioner and find out what
was happening in Newfoundland from
day to day. I give them credit foi)
having sufficient interest in those
men who sent them here to do that!
but if they knew that Coaker was run­
ning at large here, if the Attorney
General knew that the firm of Johnj
Smith, Rose, Hugh Cody, and others
were being driven to the wall by the
mad policy of the Minister of Marine
& Fisheries and his associates in thq
Executive, who were prepared to
gve him all the rope he wanted, I
say that its nothing to the credit of
either of these gentlemen for allow­
ing these conditions to go so far. I
have a certain amount of sympathy]
for the position that the Prime Min?
ister finds himself in, I am not so 
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dense that I cannot appreciate the
unfortunate position, and perhaps if
the Minister of Marine & Fisheries
this House and if the Prime Minister
had come from the Polls with suf­
ficient votes without the F. P. U. thq
dictatorial policy and the resulting
conditions might have been avoided,
I see the position and I am not un­
reasonable enough not to give exj
pression to these thoughts, and my;
feelings from my place in this House,
but where I do find fault with the
Prime Minister is that he did not see
from past experience of the Leadei;
of the Liberal Party, Sir Robert
Bond, the inevitable outcome. He was
forced in 1913 to associate himself
with Mr. Coaker who was then only
Mr. Coaker, President of the F.P.U.
Bond associated himself with Mr.
Coaker and he was sent back by the
loyal old Liberals of Twillingate with
a large majority. What happened?
After that election he never took his
seat in this House, and on opening
day his colleague Mr. Clift, intimated
officially that he had received a com­
munication from Sir Robert Bond re»
signing his seat in this House as <1
protest aganst the actions of Mr;
Coaker and his associates. He point­
ed out that it would be just as con­
sistent for Angus Reid or Bob Reid,
Wm. Crawford, or Paddy Lee, the
Conductor, to come here in thi^
House representing Reid Nfld. Co., as
for Mr. Coaker and Mr. Halfyard and
his friends down the line to coma
here representing the F. P. U., and I
am prepared to accept the decision
of Sir Robert Bond, and I think that
the majority of the people of the
country will accept his decision, in
preference to the decision of a man
who may be styled an ultra Coaker
man. With his position to a great
extent I sympathise, and 1 do not wish
to individually or personally attack
Mr. Coaker or Mr. Jennings, nor any
of the other gentlemen on that side 

of the House, but we are dealing
now not with personalities but with
an issue, and one upon which the fut­
ure prosperity and Independence o{
this country must largely stand on
fall. What right had Mr. Coaker,
Chairman of the Railway Commission^
Managing Director of the Companies
of the F. P, U., to purchase fish from
himself, because it was from himself.
He is financially interested in the
Trading Co., and there is here a lit­
tle matter I would like cleared up
with regard to the ‘President Coaker."
I am surprised, and no doubt a great
large majority of the constituents of)
some of the gentlemen on the other,
side of the House who are not asso­
ciated with the F. P. U. will be when
they read for the first time of this
frightful prostitution of publio
moneys. In the old days when my;
friend Sir John Crosbie sold a Mar­
coni Station to the Government, when
Sir Edward Morris was ^leading thq
Government, he was abused by thq
Public Press, and a man was led to
believe he sold a piece of wood, and
Woodford who was driven from hig
place in this House by political in­
trigue and he was not fit to havq
anything to do with public money be­
cause he bought a few splits from the
poor people in his district and gave
them five or ten cents too much, or
because he gave twenty cents a bar­
rel too much for potatoes.

Now we find that three and a half
million dollars has been wasted and
a half million of that is taken and
placed to the credit at the banks of
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to purchase fish from the men of the
North, and we are supposed to have
Responsible Government. Would it
not have been the decent thing if an
extraordinary position arose of this
kind to have the House convened, and
bring the matter before the House?
No, it was unnecessary because Mr.
Coaker, who was the controlling 
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spirit in the Government because of
his enormous power to control one-
third of the votes of the country. He
had promised his people that he
would give them ten dollars a quintal
for fish. They had been told through
the official organ of the F.P.U. and
from the platforms of the F. P. U.
lodges that Mr. Coaker could make
the price of fish what he pleased. Now
last autumn Mr. Coaker realised and
we all realised that after all the
price of fish was regulated by sup­
ply and demand. Men came from the
North with schooner loads of fish
and went to Bowrings and Barrs
and Jobs and Crosbies and other
places and were told that owing to
the interference of the man who in­
troduced the Fish Exportation Act
that the particular market for that
kind of fish, Italy, was almost de­
stroyed. They went back to their
friend and as was only natural, they
told him the story. He saw then that
conditions were getting serious. He
saw then what he saw. a few days ago
in this House, when Sir Michael Cash­
in and Sir John Crosbie and the
other men on this side of the House
arose and demanded that the Fish
Exportation Act be abolished; he saw
all this and he knew that some means
must be found to get him out of the
awkward position. He went to his
colleagues, all who were in the city,
the Prime Minister and Attorney Gen­
eral were not here; he called suffici­
ent together, and it was agreed to by
the Government that the pledges
made by Mr. Coaker to his
men 'of the North would not be
broken, the men in Placentia Bay,
Ferryland, St. John’s East and West
and Port de Grave, had to be bled so
that his friends of this section might
be able to prosper.

Now then, if that is the true posi­
tion, and I think it is, although there
are men who would use different
language, more elegant expressions, 

as a Newfoundlander I say that the
men who permitted that are not do.
ing their duty to the people who sent
them here or to the country. When
a man comes in here as Leader of
the Government or Leader of the Op­
position or otherwise, his aim and
object should be the betterment of
conditions for the people of the coun­
try, not for a few of them. Now
then, I don't think that there was
ever such a thing done before, and
the Government have to accept the
blame for the misappropriation of
funds, especially to such an amount,
when we are passing through an era
which makes the time of the Bank
Crash seem prosperous in comparis­
on with present conditions. The total
expenditure then was only two or
three million dollars; today the work
ingmen of the country, the farmer,
miner, fisherman, etc., are called up­
on to pay forty-six dollars per head.
The total expenditure in 1919 was
only thirty-six dollars per capita.
These are figures in the Manifesto of
the present Prime Minister; in 1919
thirty six dollars per capita, today
forty-six dollars per capita; in other
words the burden of the people has
increased during the past eighteen
months ton dollars per head, and this
is the action of the Liberal Reform
Government. I say that the matter is
very serious, and nobody inside this
House or outside of it, but must real­
ize that the best ability to be had in
this country should be got and quick­
ly. While I was here yesterday in
my place I was listening to the weak
defence of the actions of Mr. Coaker.
I had heard he was suffering from ill-
health. I am not surprised, because
although we all know that there were
great blunders made, and we know
that we have to pay our part in mak­
ing up for these blunders; none of us
are so unreasonable but we will ad­
mit that Mr. Coaker had lots of en­
ergy and though ha blundered seri. 
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ously we can sympathize with him;
but it is not good enough for a re­
sponsible Minister of the Crown to
come here and in giving an account
of his stewardship to say that his in­
tentions were good. There is an old
saying that the road to hell is paved
with good intentions, and it is not
good enough when such a large por­
tion of our people are driven to the
wall, and now nearly the first of May
and none of them getting ready for
the fishery. My colleagues and my­
self have at least between us one
thousand applications, and that is a
large amount. On my desk alone
there are at least four hundred let­
ters from good, honest, industrious,
energetic fishermen, who never be­
fore had to write to their member, to
find out where they would get sup­
plies for the fishery, but this is the
deplorable condition we are in today,
and when one realises the seriousness
of these conditions, one can hardly
credit the report of the Auditor Gen­
eral in which he tells us that the
enormous sum of a half million dol­
lars has been taken from the Treas­
ury and handed over to one section
of the Island to be dealt with as a
Minister of the Crown saw fit. I do
not think that if the Prime Minister,
if his constituents made an appoint­
ment with him tonight ana put be­
fore him the fact that they had an
enormous amount of fish drums which
they could not get clear of, they
could not get the proper price, I
don’t think that he would go to the
Council Chamber and ask his assoc­
iates to vote him a half million dol­
lars to go up to these people and buy
up their stock and save the situation
politically for himself. I don’t think
he would do that, but that is what
happened with regard to the half
million dollars.

Some people may say that the situ­
ation is not so serious that Walsh
should get up here and waste time 

talking about this half million dol­
lars, but to me it is very important.
At this particular time it would
greatly assist the people all over the
country to live, whereas only a few
were allowed to benefit by it.

And now, Mr. Speaker, I will go
further and say publically, although
it may be used against me in the
future I will say it, that if a similar
condition occurred in the District of
Placentia and St. Mary’s and the
people came down here and demand­
ed that money be taken from the
public treasury to buy their fish, I
would not give it to them, unless
every corner of the country shared in
the transaction. These are my senti­
ments, and these are the sentiment
of the people who sent me here.
There is an old saying “to the victors
belong the spoils,” and to a certain
extent that is true, but it is not true
to the extent of half a million dollars.
Now that the Attorney General is
back in his seat, I would say that I
would not like to be in his shoes
when he would go back to Fortune
Bay and the people would ask him if
he was a party to giving the people
North that half million dollars. But
the chances are he will never go back.
He will be afraid to go back.

As I said before, Mr. Speaker, I
could speak for two hours more on
this subject, without touching anoth­
er matter. The subject is of supreme
importance. Never before was such
a blunder, such wholesale discrim­
ination, committed by any Govern­
ment of Newfoundland; and I blame
the Executive Government. I do not
blame the private members on the
other side. I do not believe they
knew anything about it until they
came in here. I believe that there
are men on the other side who are
Britishers enough, who are fair
enough, to s.ee the wrong in this
transaction, and who will see that it
is not repeated. But the Executive
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Government cannot absolve them­
selves from the responsibility for this
unparallelled blunder. No matter
how many flowery speeches are made
by the Leader of the Government, no
matter how many soothing letters
are written by the Attorney General
to his constituents, I think this
transaction in itself should be enough
for the people of the country to rise
up in their might and demand from
His Excellency the resignation of the
Government. I am sure, Mr. Speak­
er, that the people all over the coun­
try will be relieved when they know
that the Opposition have succeeded
in forcing from the Statute Books the
obnoxious Fish Regulations. There
is yet other bad legislation that must
be removed, but no chance will be
taken by the Opposition. That old
worn-out War Measures Act will not
be allowed to rest. God knows who
will want a slice next. Maybe Mr.
Collishaw a timber area or some
other special consideration. The only
consolation that the people have now
is that the three million surplus is
gone. But, Mr. Speaker, that War
Measures Act must go, and the Food
Control Board must go. I under­
stand that certain rumbling noises
have been heard in certain sections
of the inner circles of the Govern­
ment, and some of them are honest
enough to admit that the conditions
are serious. I personally do not care
who gets the credit for the removal
of the Fish Regulations. The people
who sent me here will know that no
opportunity was lost by me in uphold­
ing the interests of the people who
sent me here. I say that all this vic­
ious legislation, this obnoxious and
ignorant legislation must be wiped
out. The men who are squandering
the country’s money in the United
States and other countries as so.
called Commissioners, must be called
home. This cannot be allowed to
continue. It must not be allowed.

Now, Mr. Speaker, getting back to
another subject relating to the am­
endment. When I asked a question
in the House the other day, I did so
in the interest of all sections of the
country. Because I dared to ask a
question I was slam-banged, and sub­
jected to all kinds of abuse by the
press. Personally I do not care. I
am somewhat of the material that Sir
John Crosbie says he is made of.

Some people may think that I
should not be permitted to speak
without a veil. I am not responsible
for my personal appearance, but it
any person can point out anything
wrong with my public conduct, I
will immediately hand in my resign
nation. I have used absolutely nq
discrimination in my district. Many
of my strongest supporters do not
rneel at the same altar that I do.
They know me, and know that I do
not discriminate in any way.

Now with respect to that oetapus
discrimination which we have in the
salt situation. That cargo of salt
was brought out here and sold at a
loss to the country of $73,000.00.-
which was paid out of the surplus
which Cashin and Company had
saved up. The salt was handed over
to a firm at its original cost. The
firm is not mentioned, but. it is stated
that the firm owes this country over
?01,000.00. This information comes
from the highest authority. We have
it in the Auditor General’s statement.
The Hon. Leader of the Opposition
was told by the Hon. Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries that the salt was
stored by him, and that some was sold.
That is a pretty story. Both' of these
transactions are sufficient to make
every man on that side of the Hous a
ashamed of this whole despicable
piece of conduct, and so much so that
he would never appeal to his constU
tuonts again. I assure you, Mr.
Speaker, that the hour will come when
the Attorney General will not smilo 
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at this matter as he is smiling now,
and I would advise the Attorney Gen­
eral that if he anticipates taking a
trip to his district that he do not go
through Placentia and St. Mary’s.
The Minister of Marine & Fisheries
avoided the demonstration which
awaited him at Port aux Basques bjj
coming direct by the Kyle. Here wq
have a direct loss of 516,000.00. ’ I,
wonder if the Hon. Minister dis­
played the same ability in buying for
the F. P. U. firms that he displayed
in this matter. I think not. Three
and a half million dollars gone from
the public treasury in 18 months.
When this amount of money was ac-;
crued times were prosperous, and
the man at the helm was capable. Hq
knew his course. But now that era
of prosperity has passed away, and
we are confronted with a condition
of affairs to which the bank crash
was not parady. I would be glad to
congratulate the Hon. members on
the other side if I saw any honest
attempt on their part to overcome
the situation, and to help the coun­
try. But when one sees how they
throw away $10,000 in one place and
$50,000 in another place it is time
that we should arise and call a halt;
Now the Government comes in here
and cries “comrades.” They, say
“we surrender.” The Minister of
Marine & Fisheries pleads for mercy,
and then his filthy rag comes out and
tries to fool the men of the north.
Then they expect men of ability on
this side of the House to go to their
assistance. If an attack is made op
Sir John Crosbie there is an apology
forthcoming immediately. There may
be an interesting story that Sir John
can tell. I don’t happen to know it,
Perhaps there may be a reason for
staving off these attacks, but when the
ugly, unpresentable Walsh gets up
and expresses a sentiment he is ridi­
culed. Who told him to speak? Did
His Excellency tell him what to say?

I want to serve notice now, Mr.
Speaker, and I mean it, that the time
may come when I will go down to
the Advocate office and there is a man
down there by the name of Mews.

i His head is red now, but before I am
through with him some other parts
will be red also. Then there is the
Daily Star. I would suggest that the
Prime Minister convey my compli­
ments to these gentlemen also. That
may seem a joke and said in a jocous
manner, but I mean it. The owners
of these papers say they know noth­
ing about it. I am sick of that; fed
up with it. So far as the effect
politically is concerned I don’t know
but that, 1 should send them a check
if I could afford it. There is no
public man who wants to go home and
his children say to him “daddy where
is the paper”; I have six of them,
thank God, and that is what they say
to me, and I have to look over the
paper first to see if it is fit for them
to read. This thing should be stopped.

Mr. Speaker, as it is 6.30 I rnovq
the adjournment until to-morrow.

On motion, the Debate on the Ad-j
dress in Reply was adjourned until
to-morrow.

The remaining orders of the Day
were deferred.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the
Public Accounts, 1919-20.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
tomorrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20th, 1921
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to
adjournment.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice that he
would on to-morrow move that a
Select Committee of this House be

• appointed with power to send for
persons, papers and things, and to 
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take evidence on oath to enquire into
the proceedings o£ the Food Control
Board so called, and especially into
the purchase of sugar, and contracts
tor sugar whereby certain persons*
firms, and companies were relieved of
onerous obligations and heavy losses
which they would have incurred, but
which were imposed instead upon
the taxpayers of the Colony.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of

Question.
Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of

Question.
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish­

eries, in reply to Sir Michael Cashin’s
question (No. 4) on Order Paper,
dated April 21, 1921, tabled the fol­
lowing: Mr. J. H. Scammell, M.H.A.,
during his recent tour, was not en­
gaged in carrying out any work for
the Government or for any depart­
ment thereof.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—In re­
ply to Sir M. P. Cashin’s question, I
beg to table the following report of
the Auditor General:

Auditor General’s Office,
St. John’s, Newfoundland.

In reply to Sir Michael Cashin’s
question, I beg leave to state:

When, last summer, I applied at
the Treasury for information as to
the payment of $61,009 from the Sur­
plus Trust for a cargo of salt, I was
informed that the said cargo was sent
down to Port Union and taken deliv­
ery of by the F. P. U. Company and
the money would be remitted to re­
fund to the Surplus Trust for the
amount expended. This information
was furnished me orally as there
was, so far as I am aware, no Minute
of Council authorising the transac­
tion. I was fully convinced from the
information thus received that an
outright sale had been made of this
salt, and in January last, when I
wrote my report, I fully believed this
to be the case, and, acting on that 

belief, I reported what I considered
to be the fact to the Legislature. Up
to the time of the writing of my re­
port no repayment had been made to
the Treasury on account' of this salt.
A few days ago the sum of $4,400.00
was paid into the Treasury on ac­
count of this salt.

I need hardly say that, had I not
fully believed that there was an out­
right sale, I would not have used the
expression "be repaid by the firm to
which it was sold.” I have never, in
any of my reports, made a statement
that I did not honestly believe to be
correct.

I respectfully request that this
special report be attached to my re­
port under Section 33 (b) of the
Audit Act, or, if it is the desire of
the House that my reports be printed,
then the last mentioned report can
be corrected in accordance with the
facts.

(Sgd.) F. C. BERTEAU,
C. and A. G.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I beg
to table the following reply to ques­
tion of Dr. Jones, dated April 7th:

(a) The number of applications
for old age pensions on file on Feb­
ruary 1st last was as follows:—

No. of
District: Applications:

St. John’s West...................... —
St. John’s East..................... —
Harbor Main........................... 75
Port-de-Grave........................ 21
Harbor Grace........................ 32
Carbonear.............................. 9
Bay de Verde........................ 17
Trinity.................................... 2
Bonavista............... . ............... 12
Fogo........................................ 1
Twillingate............................. 45 ..
St. Barbe............................... 1
St. George.............................. 1
Burgco & La Polio................. 1
Fortune............................. ... . —
Burin....................................... 3
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Ferryland................................. 2G
Placentia and St. Mary’s .... 54

Total .........................300

(b) The number o£ applicationa
received from the District of Harbor
Main from February 1st last to datq
is as follows:
Name of Applicant and who recom­

mended by:
Philip Whealan, Holyrood. Recom­

mended by Rev. W. P. Finn and Rd.
Dwyer.

John Doyle of John, Avondale N.
Recommended by W. T. Cullen and
Geo. Kennedy.

Patrick Walsh, Avondale. Recom­
mended by Martin Moore and Rd.
Baker.

Daniel Kennedy, Avondale. Recom­
mended by M. F. O’Toole and P. F.
Griffen.

Nathanial Bishop, Long Pond. Re­
commended by Rev. H. W. Facey and
F. F. Furneaux.

John Rideout, Long Pond. Recom­
mended by Rev. H. W. Facey and F. F.
Furneaux.

John Batten, Foxtrap. Recommend­
ed by Rev. H. W. Facey and F. F. Fur­
neaux. i

(c) None of the latter application^
have since been granted.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I beg
to table the following answer to ques­
tion of Mr. Bennett of date April 14th:

The Food Board has bought to ar­
rive by this “Rosalind” 1250 barrels
of sugar, purchased from Willett &
Gra, New York, at 6.84 per pound,
F. O. B. New York. Other firms had
been asked to quote.

The reason for the Sugar being im­
ported in 1921 is as follows:—

When the Board found that owing
to restricted consumption, the Board’s
stock of Sugar would not be exhaust­
ed last year, instead of bringing in
the sugar from Canada, and having to
pa storage, etc., it sold a certali) 

quantity in Canada, thus obtaining
about fifteen cents for sugar which)
could be imported from the U.S.A.^
for ten to twelve. This saving eny
abled the Board to reduce sugar;
prices last fall. It must be noted
that no more sugar has been imported
than the stock held by the Food Board
last Fall.

The sale in Canada naturally was
at a loss accounting for balance
shown in Auditor General’s Report,
so that the sugar now being imported
costs every cent of the price at which
it is sold. Taking the rate of con­
sumption at that of the winter months
the sugar stocks should be finished
before the end of June. At the meet­
ing in February, sugar dealers wera
informed that thirty days’ notice
would be given of decontrol.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
In addition to the answer already
tabled in reply to question No. 6 on
Order Paper of April 15th, I beg to
now table a copy of a letter of to­
day’s date from Mr. H. B. Gillis, Sup­
erintendent of Mines and Trains oj
the Dominion Iron and Steel Co.:—■

Crosbie Hotel,
St John’s, Nfld.,

April 19th, 192L,
Hon. R. A. Squires,

Prime Minister.
Dear Mr. Squires:

In reference your note of today
covering item No. 6 on the “Order of
the Day” April 15th, the following is
submitted.

Previous to your interview in Syd­
ney it was our intention to operate
only No. 4 Mine at Wabana. After
coming here with you in December
and investigating conditions at Wa­
bana it was decided to Increase our
program to include operating No. 3
Mine three days per week.
Under the original proposal we would

have employed 380-400 men each
day, or 2280-2400 days per week.

Under the present operating schedule
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we employ 380-400 men for three
clays per week.................. 1140-1200

Plus 650 men for three days per
week................................. 1950-1950.

Total days work per week.. 3090-3150
This is approximately thirty per

cent more work than the original
program called for.

(a) Operations on an enlarged
scale will depend largely on market!
conditions. The curtailment at Syd?
ney during the past winter, and thq
consequent decrease in the consump­
tion of ore at the furnaces leaves a
large reserve of iron ore in the Sydney
stockpiles. The tonnage stocked at
Wabana- is greater than ever in the
history of the mines. The Dominion
Company has approximately 725,009
tons; the Scotia company has approx­
imately 400,000 tons.

(b) Some small sales have been
arranged and operations will be con­
tinued to make up the wastage in
stockpiles on account of these sales>
If additional ore sales can be arranged
or orders for steel obtained work will
be pushed vigorously at Bell Island.
From present indications it appearg
that the present fjrces of the two
companies will be maintained.

(c) The Company in view of thq
uncertain conditions at Wabana havq
decided to give Port au Port quarries
the entire limestone requirements of
the Sydney plants for blast furnace
flux. This entails closing down its
quarries in Cape Breton and employ­
ing about 350 men on the West
Coast. Under this arrangement there
will be approximately as many emg
ployees of the Dominion Company in
Newfoundland as in normal years,
even if Wabana conditions do not
improve.

The above outline will, I believe,
cover the points raised in question
No. 6, but if any further information
is necessary I will be glad to supply
it. I may say that our Wabana pro­

gram during the past winter was no(|
justified by the industrial outlook and
was followed to prevent hardship
among our employees. The work was
divided as our management consider­
ed most advisable to prevent want;
the head of the larger families re­
ceived as a rule the more days’ worlj
each week.

Yours very truly,
(Sgd.) HUGH B. GILLIS,

Supt. Mines and Quarries,
D. I. & S. Co.

M. Walsh asked the Chairman of
the Railway Commission;
(1) What individual member of the

Commission furnished the press
last August with the report claim
ing that the portion of the coal
areas being opened up by the St.
George’s Coal Fields, Ltd., was
principally on the Reid Co’s land.

(2) If that statement is correct, what
steps have been taken to have
these titles corrected.

(3) If that statement is not correct,
what steps have been taken to in­
demnify the St. George’s Coal
Fields, Ltd., for this piece of
gross misrepresentation in the
public press.

Mr. Walsh asked the Prime Min­
ister, in the absence of Hon. the Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines:
(1) If a certain Geological Expert by

the name of Dowling was pro­
cured from Canada last year, and
if so for what purpose?

(2) What areas of the mineral re­
sources of the Colony were
visited?

(3) If any local parties accompanied
him, and if so to give names?

(4) To table the separate reports
furnished by the expert contain­
ing the expert’s signature.

(5) What were the amount of ex­
penses and to itemize them.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
have asked the Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Mines to prepare the 
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information, and as soon as I re­
ceive it I shall table it.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Tinister of Shipping if the steamer
Clyde was taken off her regular
route, namely the North Side of
Notre Dame Bay, last September and
ordered to sail from Port Union to
LaScie, and if so why, also how many
trips did she make on that route, and
is it correct that the instructions is.
sued to the Captain were that she was
only to call at ports having Union
stores, what was the approximate
cost of the number of trips made by
this ship on that route, and if the
Prospero and Home were, during all
that period, serving the same sections
and would it not have been to the
greater advantage of the Northern
Districts if the Clyde had been main­
tained on her regular route.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—In
the absence of the Minister of Ship­
ping, I may say that this matter has
been referred to the Secretary of the
Department of Shipping.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
Mr. Michael Power is chief fishery in­
spector under the Fish Regulations
now in force, and if so what compen­
sation he is being paid for his ser.
vices in that capacity, or what com­
pensation it is proposed to pay him.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
beg to table the information.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
if it is correct and has his depart­
ment ordered a fish inspector to pro­
ceed toward Belleoram for the pur­
pose of inspecting fish on the West
Coast after notice of a bill was grant.
ed to repeal the Fish Regulations.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
understand that information will be
tabled on tomorrow.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon. the
Prime Minister to procure from the
Auditor General and lay on the table 

of the House a special report ex­
plaining and justifying his statement
in his general report, that the salt
now at Port Union had been sold
and that a large sum was due and
unpaid thereon by the purchaser.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
That matter has been referred to
the Auditor General for report.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries:
(a) If the cargo of the “President

Coaker" was purchased by Joseph
Sellars, Esq., from the Union Ex,
port Company, Ltd., or the Union
Trading Company, Ltd., or direct-
ly from individual fishermen, and
if the latter, for a statement show­
ing their names, the quantities
purchased from each, and the
amounts paid them, and at what)
price per quintal.

(b) Whether the cargo of the said
schooner was paid for by Mr>
Sellars in cash, or by cheque, and
if the latter, the amount of the
cheque and the name of the payee,

(c) If Mr. Sellars made the charter
of the “President Coaker,” with
whom, when and how, and by
whom the rate of freight was ar­
ranged, and what are the terms of
the charter as to demurrage?

(d) Has any part of the freight money
been paid, and if so how much, by
and to whom, and the dates of
payment, and by whom is the
"President Coaker” owned; if tho
said vessel is registered in thq
name of Ellison Collishaw, as
owner; whether he is in fact th fl
owner, or merely holds the ves?
sei as security for some person
or Company, and if so for whom
or what?

(e) Where the cargo of the said ves­
sel and vessel herself now is?

(f) Whether any offers for the said
cargo have been received, from
whom, and how much, and what
is now being done with or about)
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the said cargo, and under whosq
control, outside this Colony, the
disposition o£ the said cargo now
is?

(g) What amounts have been paid
out of public moneys to the said
Joseph Sellars for fish, and
freight and charges thereon, or
for other purposes connected
therewith, and by whose authority
and by whom such payments have
been made, with amounts and
dates of the payments?

(h) If other fish than the cargo OS
the said vessel has been pur­
chased by Mr. Sellars on Govern­
ment account, and if so fronj
whom, how much, and at what)
cost, and where the said fish now
is, and what charges, if any, are
now being incurred thereon.

(i) For copies of all correspondency
and accounts in connection with
Purchased by Mr. Sellars on Gov­
ernment account, and the origin?
als or copies of all cheques issued
by or to Mr. Sellars connected
therewith, and of the charter
party of the ‘‘President Coaker.”

(j) Whether he personally arranged
with Mr. Sellars to buy for the
Government, and for the sale of
the cargo of the “President Coak­
er’ to Mr. Sellars, and if he per­
sonally arranged with Mr. Sellars
for the charter of the “President
Coaker,” and the advance of
money on account of freight, and
whether in all the transactions be­
tween himself and Mr. Sellars, in
this connection he acted as Min­
ister and also President of the
Union Trading or Union Export
Co., and if not to inform the House
who did act for the Government
and the said Companies, or either
of them respectively, in each of
the above-mentioned transactions,
and to give the answers hereto in
writing.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER:-

The reply to this question was tableu
yesterday, and the department is now
endeavouring to get a list of those
who sold fish to Mr. Sellars.

Mr. Fox asked the Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries to lay on the
table of the House copies of all cables
passing between the Marine and Fish­
eries Department, the Hon. W. F.
Coaker, and for the Advisory Board.
and each and all Newfoundland Trade
Commissioners abroad since Novem­
ber last, together with a memorandum
showing the total cost of said cables
and instructions under which they
were sent, etc.

HON. THE. PRIME MINISTER:—I
have a memorandum from the Deputy
Minister of Marine and Fisheries and
which I beg to table, in the absence
of the Minister.

Mr. Bennett asked Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries to lay on the
table of the House a statement show­
ing:
(a) The number and cost in detail of

all radiograms, cablegrams and
telegrams passing between him
and the Marine and Fisheries De­
partment from the time of his de­
parture from the Colony In Jan­
uary until his return last week;

(b) Of the same between himself ano
his department or any of its of­
ficials;

(c) Between himself and the Codfish
Exportation Board or any of its
officials;

(d) Between himself and the Trade
Commissioners or any of the part­
ies purporting to act in the Gov­
ernment’s interest and the Fish­
eries Department, the Codfish Ex­
porters Board or any other per­
sons or organizations, and to ac­
company this statement with cop­
ies.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
That information is being prepared.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
Martin Gosse, brother of Geo. Gosse,
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M.H.A., for Harbor Grace, was employ­
ed by the Fisheries Department as an
inspector of fish at Dark Tickle, Lab­
rador, last summer; if so, how much
was he paid for his services; also if
the said Martin Gosse in such capacity
inspected fish belonging to the firm of
G. & M. Gosse, in which his brother
and himself are partners, and if so,
how much; also if it is the policy of
the Fisheries Department to permit a
member of a firm to inspect its own
fish and if he considers that certificate
of inspection issued under such condi­
tions are of any value whatever.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
That information was tabled yesterday.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
beg to lay upon the table of the House
an answer to a question of Mr. Walsh
on Order Paper of the 19th.

At half past three of the clock a
deputation representing the working­
men appeared at the Bar of the House,
and through their Chairman, Mr. Ed­
ward Whitty, presented a petition and
resolution, which were presented to
Mr. Speaker, who directed the clerk to
read it to the House.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
Mr. Speaker, I am sure, Sir, that every
member of the Legislature sitting on
both sides of the House, extends to the
representatives of the workingman
now at the Bar of this House, a hearty
welcome, and not only a hearty wel­
come but a sincere appreciation of the
interest they are taking in the prob­
lems affecting - the Colony today.
Those of us here, members of this
House, are representatives of the
people, who go to the polls every four
years for re-election to office. So
the people of this country, the work­
ing man and every other man and
perchance some day the woman,
have the right and I am glad to see
them availing themselves of the op­
portunity, to express their opinions,
upon the policy and programme of
those gentlemen who occupy seats iry
this chamber. Not only every foui;
years do we go to the polls, but we 

as legislators are ever desirous of
getting in touch with the sentiments,
nf the working man and all others
and being at the same time represen­
tatives of various districts, we keep
in touch with the sympathies of our
constituents so that they may bq
properly represented and their well­
fare safe-guarded in this chamber.
It consequently gives me great
pleasure, being the senior repre­
sentative for St. John’s West, to find
that the gentlemen present are con­
stituents of mine and to hear their
expression of opinion but the depu­
tation means more than that. These
gentlemen present at the Bar of thq
House are the representatives of a
large number of working people who
are keenly interested in the subject
matter of this petition and secondarily
although it is not referred to in the
petition, directly yet indrectly the
question of unemployment is dis­
cussed. In extending a warm wel­
come to those present at the Bar of
this chamber, I desire not only to in­
clude the working man but also the
distinguished presence of a lady as
one of the delegation awaiting upon
us in connection with this matter. I
extend the privileged welcome to this
lady because the problems which af­
fect the working man, affect the
woman and necessarily the home. The
working man is the husband and to
get back to the old Anglo-Saxon ex7
pression, “the man has bound the
home together, and by his efforts an<}
by his chance of remuneration,, the
woman and the child must necessarily
benefit or suffer. So I am glad and
proud to see a lady identified with
this petition. With your permission,
Mr. Speaker, I will not refer to the
recitals but will go to the request
directly. First it is asked that the
Fishery Regulations be repealed.
With regard to the policy of thq
Government in this connection I wil)
not discuss at the present time. The
deputation present is of a nom 
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political character but the Fishers
Regulations have been the source oil
prolonged political debate in this
House and therefore I will only re­
fer to the fact that the Cod Fish Ex­
portation Act which was past during
the last session of the legislature and
under which the Regulations became
law, is to be repealed as will appear
from a notice of a Bill for second
reading in to-day’s order paper. Thq
second part of the request deals
with the repeal of the War Measures
Act. The War Measures Act should
have gone out of force upon the
proclamation of peace, but a latter
act was passed continuing the War
Measures Act for a further period of)
six months after the proclamation of
peace. I propose to give notice of q
Bill during the afternoon amending
the subsequent act so that the War
Measures Act will go out of force
immediately. The War Measures
Act during the last six months was
used for two purposes, and two pur­
poses only. As there has been a
considerable appearance of a great
lack of employment both in St. John’s
and in the Outports, it was proposed
to give employmnt, and in so doing it
was necessary to invoke the aid of
the. War Measures Act in this that
to cut pulp wood upon Crown land
it was absolutely impossible to do so
except under this Act and it is the
intention of the Government to in­
troduce an Act confirming the action
of the Executive Government and
thereby making it possible to cuff
pulp wood and have it exported. The
other purpose for which it was used
during the past two months was witlj
reference to the seal fishery. An act
dealing with the Seal Fishery did
not permit steamers to sail except)
under certain circumstances and on
certain dates. This had been neces­
sary because steamers such as tho
Florizel and the Stephano prosecuted
the fishery. These were high pow­

ered boats, the like of which we have
not to-day participating in the voy­
age. With the disappearance of such
high powered ships it was necessary
to make a change in the law dealing
with the date of sailing and the ex,
ecutive Government could only exerj
cise this power under the War Meas­
ures Act. It is proposed to introduce
a measure amending the sealing lav;
so that the Governor in Council
shall have power to deal with this
matter without the aid of legislation
passed here. The third matter to
which reference is made is the aboli­
tion of the Food Control Board. It
was appointed under an act passed
in this legislature in the year 1917.
That act was amended so that the
constitution of the Board may be
enlarged from three members to six.
In the year 1920 the constitution was
enlarged from three to six members,
In its inception the Board consisted
of Sir P. T. McGrath as chairman,
Mr. George Grimes and Mr. H. Le-j
Messurier together with the other
members of that Board. By the Act
passed during the last session of the
legislature the number of the Board
was enlarged to six and the Board
as then re-appointed consisted of Mr.
Alex. Mews as chairman in place of
Sir P. T. McGrath, who was not re­
moved by the Government but who
resigned, Mr. H. LeMessurier contin­
ues on, Mr. Grimes who had been a
former member had left town and he
resigned. Mr. Noel was appointed
in addition to Mr. McGrath, then
President of ’Longshoremen’s Union,
and the ex-President of the Board of
Trade was appointed a member. That
was the Control Food Board in ex­
istence during the current fiscal
year. In December and January last
I was asked to look into the sugar
control. And I called a meeting at
my office at tho Court House, and
there attended at the meeting a large
number of persons interested in the 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 95

handling or sugar, together with the
members of the Control Board.
Every man who was handling sugai;
in lots of ten barrels made it liis
business to attend.

What was the personnel of the dele­
gation or committe at the meeting I
do not remember, but the sugar deal­
ers were well represented. The N. I,
W. A. as well as other extensive divers
interests were also fully represented.
The matter was fully discussed, and it
was decided that if the Regulations
were taken off the Colony would have
;to face a substantial loss on sugar
account. The meeting was of the un­
animous opinion that the attempted
policy of the control of the food
prices in the declining market could
not be satisfactorily handled by the
board. It was said that it was bar a
enough for the business men who de­
voted so much of their time to the
question and got little result even
under the best circumstances. The
board fully realised^ that those who
handled the sugar question in Canada
and in the United States had to adopt
certain measures, and every one lost
when the big slump came, so they
came down to the point whether it
would be better to keep on the sugar
regulations and work them out so as
to prevent any loss to the Colony or
as little as possible, or whether it was
advisable to remove them, and then
the Colony, being confronted with a
big loss on the transaction, introduce
legislation to recoup the loss. The
matter was discussed at considerable
length. The decision was this. I
might say first that the public were
asked by the Government to discuss
frankly and wholeheartedly as busi­
ness men and as representative citiz­
ens the sugar question and consequ­
ently the welfare of Newfoundlanu
and give opinions as to the wisest
course to pursue at that time. The
unanimous decision was this, that in
the interests of the Colony and in the
/nterests of the community that the 

sugar regulations should be maintain­
ed. Various arguments why they
should be so were advanced. The ob
ject of the board was to keep the
prices down, which would mean that
the individual consumer would just
save in proportion to the amount of
sugar he consumed and this kept the
prices down more so than if anothei
and different policy had been pur­
sued. So if the policy worked out
successfully the consumer would save
in proportion to the amount of sugar
he consumed, and if the policy worked
out unsuccessfully the result was that
the consumer would bear his loss in
proportion to the amount of sugar he
consumed. And there .have been loss­
es. This could be done in two ways.
Either the regulations could be kept
on or have the people pay a small tax
on sugar so that in any case the loss
would be borne in proportion to the
amount consumed. Rut the argument
reached the point when the ex-presi­
dent of the N. I. W. A. took the floor
and stated that the hest course to fol­
low in the interests of the people he
represented and with whom he work­
ed. and with whom he was identified,
was to have the operation done with
and have it over and have the regula­
tions maintained until they worked
themselves out. and it was estimated
that would be some time in .Tune.
Therefore those who consumed a large
ouantitv would have to bear a large
loss and those who consumed a small
amount would only have to bear a
small loss, while those who consumed
none at all would have no loss to bear
at all The decision was not final,
however, because I was not sufficient
ly satisfied owing to the situation de­
veloping among the poor which would
make it impossible to carry out the
programme successfully, so the decis­
ion of the members of the board pres­
ent was that the regulations should
come off at any time on a thirty days
notice. The reason of this thirty days
notice was this: The sugar dealers 
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would have an opportunity to have
their sugar stocks distributed through
out Newfoundland by the time th«.
regulations were lifted. The sugai
dealers were not prepared to carry
stocks unless this was complied with,
unless they had a guarantee that the
regulations would be maintained for
a sufficient number of days to enable
those who had quantities of sugar to
dispose of the same. So It was ac­
cordingly decided that a thirty days
notice would be given. At the re­
quest, Sir, of the gentlemen, if I may
also refer to the lady in this instance
as a man, who constitute the commit
tee representing the workingmen of
the city, the Government has deter­
mined that the thirty days’ notice shall
be given, announcement of which fact
I am informed has already been made
in the newspapers.

Consequently, Sir, it gives me very
great pleasure to inform the commit
tee through you that the entire matter
covered in the resolutions that have
been so courteously presented to this
House this afternoon has not only
been considered but has been acted
upon.

We are happy, Sir, to find so many
representatives of the workingmen of
the city gathered together here under
the flag that stands for so much and
is so dear to all of us. We are glad
that they have so well succeeded in
laying before this House a plan for
dealing with a situation of such vital
importance to all, and two points of
which have already been carried out.
That $50,000 for the Long Bridge is a
specific vote for that purpose to work
in conjunction with the municipality.
It was my intention, with the concur­
rence of the Minister of Public Works,
Mr. Jennings, with whom I did not
have the opportunity of discsusing
tms matter before, and he hears it
now for the first time, and I trust lie
will pardon me, to ask the Public
Works Department to permit the expen
ditui e of that money jointly by the

City Engineer and by the Government
Engineer, and to permit that money to
be made immediately available for any
wages as were found necessary to be
paid before the Royal Bank of Canada
will be able to finalize its loan prop­
osition. Thus my answer to the first
question is that $50,000 is put to the
credit of the Department of Public
Works, and which I know will have
the personal attention of my friend,
Mr. Jennings, who I am sure will see
that it is judiciously disposed of in the
way indicated. The $150,000 will be
met, principal and interest, in the
way required by the manager of the
Royal Bank of Canada and in accord­
ance with the procedure which al­
ways has been followed in connection
with such guarantees.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no
tice that he would on tomorrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Act 6, Geo. V. Cap.
4, entitled, ‘An Act to Amend the Wai
Measures Act, 1914? ”

Sir J. C. Crosbie moved, and Hon.
the Prime Minister seconded the fol­
lowing resolution, with unanimous
consent of the House:

“RESOLVED: That this House de­
sires to place on record an expression
of its disapproval of the article which
appeared in ‘The Daily Star’ newspap­
er of April 19th, under the heading,
‘The Book of Habakkuk.’ ”

This resolution was carried unanim­
ously.

On motion the debate on the Ad­
dress in Reply was adjourned until to­
morrow.

MR. SULLIVAN:—Mr. Speaker, In
rising to support the amendment now
under discussion, I do so, Sir, for the
purpose of putting on record my posl
tion in connection with this matter,
and my desire to have the Fish Regu­
lations stricken off the Statute Book
for all time. They were given a trial
far beyond their merits. It was seen
from the start that they were going to
cause considerable loss, and that they 
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were going to have disastrous results.
The predictions that were made, par­
ticularly by members o£ this side of
the House, have been fully borne out,
and far-reaching and disastrous re­
sults have followed the enforcement of
the Regulations. I wish to point out
that no personal or abusive tactics
will be used by me in discussing this
matter, and I trust that hon. members
on the other side of the House will
fe'el that anything I say does not refer
to them individually; but it refers to
them collectively; it refers more to
members of the Government than to
members of the party. The criticisms
that I am about to make are based on
information which has been tabled in
this House since this Legislature met
three weeks ago; and I think, Sir, we
are fully justified in criticising the
members of the Government on their
record for the past eighteen months.

B'efore I go into the thing fully, I
would like to refer briefly to the
speech which the Hon. Minister of
Marine and Fisheries made in this
House the day before yesterday. It
was published in his official organ,
“The Evening Advocate.” In reading
over the (Minister’s speech there are
several points that struck my notice,
and some of them are very applicable
to conditions in this country today. I
notice, Sir, he says that in France the
people changed their Government foul
times since the war. Well, if condi­
tions in France were anything like
the conditions that we are up against
here in Newfoundland, I do not won
der at the Frenchmen having changed
four times; and the only thing that
surprises me is that we have not
changed this Government twenty-foui
times.

(Mr. Coaker gets off a lot of hot air
in his speech. Whether it is for the
purpose of bull-dozing us or whether
he thinks that the members on this
side of the House and the country
generally are not as conversant with
public affairs both here as well as in 

the Old World as he is, I do not know.
He asks we very plausibly and very
diplomatically were the Regulations
to blame for th'e Norwegian Govern­
ment dumping all the fish caught b?
the Norwegians during the years 1917-
18-19 upon all our foreign markets
last years and given out on consign­
ment and at any price. No, Sir, we do
not propose to say that the Regula­
tions were responsible for this; but,
Sir, that is what I call blind-folding
the devil in the dark. Why did not the
Minister tell this House and this coun­
try what was responsible for the low
price for Norwegian fish? He knows
as well as you do, Mr. Speaker, 'that
the Norwegian catch for 1917-18 was
not disposed of, he knows that ths
British Government bought that fish
and paid for that fish to keep it from
going into German markets. That is
why the Norwegian Government dump
ed their fish and undersold us; but
they did not lose" anything like what
the Minister would try and have us
believe The Minister says that they
lost hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Well, he is either mistaken or he does
not know what he is talking about.

Mr. Coaker goes on to say in his
speech that the reason we are suffer
ing in Newfoundland today is because
of the way in which the Fishery Reg­
ulations were carried out. Yes, he is
quite right in that assertion. We an
suffering because of the Regulations
and are suffering a great deal more
because of the way in which the Reg­
ulations were carried out. If all one
can hear is true, there was rampant
discrimination practised in the carry­
ing out of the Regulations. One man
could inspect his own fish and have it
passed, and another man had better
fish turned down: one man could get
a permit to ship his fish to the foreign
markets, and another had his fish held
up for months. Mr. Coaker also says
that the Act was not. given the neces­
sary power for enforcement. He took
good care to have all the power he 
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wanted to have them enforced, and ho
enforced them until the exporters
would not stand for it any longer.

There is one thing in his speech
that I must say I agree with to a
great extent, and that is the state-
.ment that nothing could he accomplish
ed by lifting the Regulations in Janu­
ary last. I agree with that as far as
Portugal was concerned, but only as
far as Portugal was concerned, be­
cause, Sir, the men who advocated
the lifting of them in Portugal went
against the advice of the men who
bad staked their all in that market. 1
made this same statement here last
Monday week in speaking on the
Speech from the Throne. The men
who had fish in Portugal controlled
ninety per cent, of the fish there.
The Minister and others who owned
90 per cent, of the fish in Portugal
begged the individual members of the
Government to prohibit the exporta­
tion of any more fish to Portugal until
the 3rd of April; but no heed was paid
by those members of the Government
who knew nothing, and cared less, of
the conditions that existed in Portu­
gal; and they sacrificed such men and
firms like Mr. Samuel Harris, the
Marystown Trading Company, Mr.
Joseph Sellars and the Union Export
Company, who were the people who
owned ninety per cent, of the fish that
last were sold at a profit. Well if
those all-wise p'eople in St. John’s lift­
ed the Regulations. I do not know
whether they were trying to get back
at Mr. Coaker or what was their in­
tention, but evidently Mr. Coaker was
knifed. These firms that I referred to
had their fish sold, provided there was
no other shipments made from this
country before the 3rd of April. What
happened? Those buyers in Portugal,
when the information was flashed over
the cables that the Regulations had
been lifted—those people who were
prepared to pay a high price for our
fish—'said no, we are not going to buy
now at your price, we are going to 

wait, as there will be lots of! fish over
here in a little while, and we are go­
ing to buy at our own price. The con­
sequence is that four firms dropped
hundreds of thousands of dollars over
that transaction, and these firms will
be considerably hampered from out­
fitting and supplying fishermen the
coming season for the fishery. I would
not like to have to face the constitu
encies that some Hon. members in this
House have to face. Some of them
will not have the nerve to go back for
re-election, because they know what i:
before them. Mr. Coaker further said
in his speech that the Act is utterly
valueless at present. Yes, and the
.Government is making a death-bed
repentance by having it repealed at
this late date.

Mr. Coaker tells us that most of
the exports of codfish up to January
last were sold at a profit. Well if
most of the exports were sold at a
profit, why all this outcry? Why this
tale of woe that we have been listen­
ing to- Why those rumours of in­
solvency on Water Street? There i?
something wrong somewhere. If all;
the sales of fish made up to the end
of January last were made at a
(profit surely things cannot be so
bad with the merchants as one is led
to suppose.

Then the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries refers to salt again. So
far as stocking salt previous to this
year is concerned there may be some
excuse, but there is no reason why it
is necessary for the Government to
go into the sale business again this
year. Surely after looking over the
record of the big muddle made on
importations last year, and recognis­
ing the fact that there is any amount
of salt around the country, and re­
cognising the fact that there is no
likelihood of a shortage, what ex­
planation can the Government give
for buying five thousand tons of salt
recently on the other side. It would 
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be all verj' well while the war was
on. but now the war is over. We
want the merchants of the country,
to carry on the business of the coun­
try and we do not want any inter­
ference from the Government. Later
on Mr. Coaker went on to say that
he did not think the men of the
north would condemn him, because,
as he says himself, I got clear of
their fish for them when disaster
faced them. He is quite right. He
took jolly good care of his own sup­
porters in the north who had Labra­
dor fish to sell; but what provision
did he make for those fishermen
north who had shore fish to sell and
what provision did he make for
those who had shore fish to sell on
the West Coast, the South Shore and
all the other districts. I want him
to forget that when he comes into
the House of Assembly that he doeq
not really represent any one consti­
tuency alone; he does not represent^
Twillingate or Bonavista or Trinity;
but he represents with the rest of uq
the people of Newfoundland. He
seems to have lost sight of that fact,
that they are all his people. We are
members of the House of Parliament
of Newfoundland, not members of the
House of Parliament of Trinity, Bon­
avista or Port Union.

Then the Hon. gentleman comes in
here with his appeal after what Sir
Michael Cashin had told this House
The Hon, Minister of Marine & Fish­
eries had stated that we are up
against conditions to-day which wq
never had to face before, to which
Sir Michael Cashin replied, you have
brought them on yourself. The Hon;
Minister of Marine & Fisheries went
on to say, it does not matter who is
responsible, it is of no use talking
about what has been done, but what
is to be done in the future. This is
not the time to be thrashing this
matter out in the House, the Fisher--
men will soon be coming here for 

supplies. Then he goes on to say,
for what I am responsible I am ready
to take my medicine, but I don’t
think that the Hon. gentleman can
be sincere. He wants us to carry on
with the business here. As there
was no mention of abolishing the
Fish Regulations in the Speech from,
the Throne, we brought in an Amend­
ment to that Speech to compel the
Government to abolish them. When
Mr. Higgins was speaking here the
other day, he asked the Hon. the
Minister of Marine & Fisheries if it
was his intention to vote for this
Amendment. After the question had
been put to him ten or fifteen times,
he said No. Does that show that he
was sincere in his wish for us to get
down to business. We were prepare^
to put that to the vote at once, but
for some reason, best known to him­
self he refused to vote for that
Amendment. This Amendment would
have the same effect as the Bill which
the Government are going to intro­
duce, then if the Hon. Mr. Coaker was
sincere in his statements why did hq
not vote for it. Why didn’t his sup,
porters vote for it. Those men knew
that their leader was knifed while he
was on the other side over the fish
deal with Portugal. Now why don’t
they insist that the right thing be
done in this matter.

Now to get back. I listened with
the closest attention to the remarkq
of the Hon. Minister, the father of
the Regulations, the man who had
staked his all on them, and I must
say that he has been man enough to
get up and admit that he has made
a mistake, and he has given a pledge
to this House that the Regulations
will be repealed, and he has giveq
notice of a bill for that purpose, and
that bill is now to he tabled. His
reply, sir, to the criticisms of several
speakers on this side of the House
who have been denouncing the policy,
of the Government for the past three 
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weeks, is not the speech that one
would have looked for from him. The
weak excuse put forward by him in
no way palliates the criminal waste,
folly, and extravagance, and lack of
statesmanship as shown by the Gov?
eminent now in power. His excuses!
his pleas for mercy will not bring
back to the people of the country the
hundreds of thousands of dollars lost 
to the country because of the en­
forcement of the Fish Regulations.
We expected him, sir, to put forward
some plausible reason, which would
account for the conditions now in thqi
country, we expected him to make
some pronouncement as to how they
were going to get us out of this hole,
in which the mad policy of the Gov­
ernment has placed the country, but
there is nothing doing. We have
waited in vain, Sir, for the Prime
Minister to make some statement and 
give us an outline of his intended
policy, if policy he has, and show this
House and the people of the country
how he expects to avoid the breakerg
ahead, and in fact all round us. I 
do not want to be personal in my
remarks. For the Hon. the Prime
Minister in private life I have the
highest respect. He is an educated 
gentleman, and one who could up­
hold his- position anywhere, but as a
politician he is a misfit. He lacks the
statesmanship and ability which he 
thought he had. He fails in leader?
ship, because a man
control cannot lead,
sure it has been
one and all, that

who cannot
and I am
proven to
the Prime

Minister has had no control, of 'the,
Government. He has allowed himself
to be dictated to in the interests o$
certain sections of the country, to
the great detriment of other parts of
it. With reference to the policy ot
the great Liberal Reform Party
which has been going on since you
took office. You have, sir, gone into
it with your eyes open. You know. 

at the last session of this House, it;
was pointed out to you from this side
that you were going to jump too fast,
that we were going to pass through a
very trying time, the aftermath of the
War, you would be faced with a
greatly depleted purchasing power, 3
drop of from twenty-three to twelve
million dollars, surely it was unneces­
sary to tell you that with your pur­
chasing power dropped to that extend
there must be a falling off in / the
Revenue, it was impossible to get a
revenue like the preceding years. Our
predictions on this side, of the
House, have been verified. Instead
of a revenue of twelve million dol­
lars which you anticipate, or perhaps
you only anticipated eleven, youij
revenue to-day or rather on June
SOth will not exceed seven million
dollars, and when you come to real­
ise that it is necessary to have twelve
million dollars to carry on the coun­
try a child can see what is before
us. With a large falling off in the
Revenue, a loss of one hundred and
ninety-five thousand dollars on
Sugar, a loss on Salt, and a loss ot)
one million or one and a half million
dollars on that pet scheme of the
Government, the Railway, you can
realise where we are and where we
are going. You gentlemen who com­
pose that Government, members of
the Executive are you not proud of
the position you are in to-day? Will
you be able to say to your constitu­
ents, we have come back to you, judge
us on our record? You can imagine
what will happen you. They will not
say, “Well done good and faithful
servant.” No., I know what they will
say and so do you. Never in the
history of the country have conditions
been so bad, so appalling as today.
You members of the Government,
great big men who were going to do
wonders came into power eighteen
months ago, with everything pos­
sible to have in your favour. You
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camo in hero with the confidence of
the people of Newfoundland, backed
by a great big overwhelming vote,
you came in here with an overflow­
ing Treasury, a big surplus of 3% or
4 million dollars which you could
draw on. Where is that surplus to­
day? I am up here now and I am
criticising you but I can sincerely say
in my heart of hearts I am sorry
for you reformers, sorry for you,
because you have the people of the
country down on you. It is not local,
it is not only in St. John’s, but all
over the country. You came into
power, sir, when the people of the
country, were contented, peaceful,
prosperous and happy.

You came in as Trustees of that
surplus, which I referred to before.
If your leader, Sir, had been a politi-
can he would have been more con­
ciliating, but he was a big man at
that time he had a country behind
him, and he thought he could attack
with impunity the men on this side of
the House, he thought his Organ
could say what they liked about the
men here, if they dared to open their
mouths. If a man made an error, of
grammar he was sneered at. That
may be politics but it is not the kind
that I want nor the majority of the
men on this side or the other side of
the House want either. If we opened
our mouths we were sneered at. If
the Hon. the Prime Minister had
adopted different tactics he would
have the men on this side of the
House standing by him to-day, and
helping him to take the country out
of the rotten condition that his mad­
cap policy has brought it into. Now,
Sir what have you reformers done
in your eighteen months of office?
Can you show one measure beneficial
to the country, a measure that will
have for its aim and object the bet­
terment of the masses. What have
you done for the stimulation of
Trade? That was what the country 

needed what the people were looking
for, what they expected from you re­
formers. What really happened?
Whenever it was possible to do the
wrong thing you did it every time,
with your Fish Regulations, Sugar
Regulations, Railway deals, Salt
deals. You have proceeded at a head­
long gallop to bring this country as
low as it is possible for a country to
go, and yet recover. I do not say it
is hopeless, but we have made a bad
start and what we need is harmony
and unity, whether that harmony and
unity can be acquired by tlie present
Government composed as it is, I have
no doubts. Men on both sides of
the House realise that we are in a
very awkward position, and it will re­
quire the best brains and ability of
the public men of Newfoundland to
deal with it, if we are going to be
kept off the rocks. You gentlemen on
that side of the House, you have to
face a terrible indictment. You are
here giving an account of your
stewardship, and that stewardship is
one that you cannot be very proud of.
What has brought about this change
in the people? The people are awake,
they realize where we are going and
whither tending, and they realize the
criminal waste, and folly, and ex­
travagance of the Government, are
responsible for the conditions we are
now up against. There is want all
over the country, and I heard Sir
Michael Cashin state to-day that
there are people starving all over the
country. I will tell you of an incident
that occurred in my distdict. While
we were here yesterday a telegram
was placed on my desk stating that
a young man in Placentia Bay had
just died of starvation, and want of
proper clothing. Isn’t that something
for the twentieth century? Isn’s that
a record we ought to be proud of,
and that is only one instance. When
I spoke here after my return from
England, I said that a woman on the
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West Shore o£ Placentia Bay had died
o£ starvation last winter, now we
have a young man o£ nineteen years
o£ age who died from the same cause.
Look at what happened here today.
Hundreds of men and women coming
up here and pleading for work.
Never since I have been in public
life have I seen anything like it, and
it should not be. The surplus which
you had left to you, you have wasted
and you cannot give the people em­
ployment because you have no money
to carry on the public works. Now,
Sir, with reference to the statement
made here this afternoon by the Hon.
the Prime Minister, that the Fish
Regulations were going to be abolish­
ed, and the Sugar Regulations would
be abolished, and that the War Meas.
ures Act would be abandoned or
amended, it is quite clear to the men
on this side of the House and I think
to the people of the country that up
to a few days ago the Government
had no intention of abolishing the
Fish Regulations, or the Sugar Reg­
ulations, or the War Measures Act,
we come to that conclusion by its
omission from the Speech from the
Throne. The Prime Minister knew
that the people were up in arms over
the Fish Regulations and the Sugar
Control. Then if it was the intention
of the Government to abolish these
Regulations, don’t you think that they
would have taken the first opportun­
ity o£ telling the people of the coun­
try so. The people of the West Coast,
and the South Coast were up in arms
over these matters, and the people of
the North although they were paid
for their fish with Government
money, many of them were opposed
to the Fish Regulations. The reason
they were taken off is that the men
on this side of the House backed by
the people insisted that they be taken
off. Your policy, Sir, has been one of
strangulisation of trade Instead of
stimulisation as we expected. Now,

Sir, as I stated before we are here as
representatives of the people, not
one section of the country but the
whole country as every man in this
House should be. We are criticising
your extravagance, your failures, and
as we made you repeal the Fish Reg­
ulations and the Sugar Regulations,
so surely will we see to it in future
that you carry out a sound and sane
policy, and w.e will keep you from
going outside this House and on Ex­
ecutive responsibility wasting the
finances of the country. We will see
that in future if an extraordinary em­
ergency arises that this House be con­
vened immediately to deal with it,
and get proper authority from this
legislature for any course of action to
be adopted, and not to go away and
take over the Railway on Executive
responsibility as you did last year a
few days after the closing of the
House, not to take a half million dol­
lars from the Treasury to purchase
Labrador Fish from a certain section
of the country, to the detriment of
other parts of the island. Now while
I am on this matter I would like to
refer to a few replies which I receiv­
ed in answer to questions asked. I
might say for the information of the
men on both sides of the House, that
at the last session my colleagues ana
myself received a pledge from the
Hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries that he would erect a Fog
Alarm in St. Mary’s Bay. The peo­
ple there for many years have been
crying out for a fog alarm. It is
only a few years ago a boat was lost,
on one of the docks in St. Mary’s Bay
and if the fog alarm had been there
then those men would be alive to-day.
The answer I got is as follows: That
the Government had decided to erect
a fog alarm, but in view of the de-
trenchment policy the Government
feared they would be unable to carry
out their pledge.

That is the kind of stuff we have to 
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put up with. A half million dollars
can be taken out of the Treasury to
buy Labrador fish from a certain sec-
tion of the country, and we cannot
get one or two thousand dollars to
put up an aid to navigation, and not
alone would that fog alarm be a bene­
fit to St. Mary’s Bay, but to every man
who follows the sea for a calling, and
when the Estimates come in my col­
leagues and myself will have some­
thing to say about this matter.

Another thing, last year we read
about a most important thing. There
was going to be a directional wireless
station erected on the South Coast. I
wish the Hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries was here, and he would
endorse everything I say about that
wireless station. In reply to my ques<.
tion of what the Government intended
doing with reference to establishing
another directional wireless signal
station, the Hon. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries informed this House
that negotiations were going on, but
that nothing definite had been decided.
Well, it is time something was decid­
ed about this important aid to naviga­
tion. Are we to wait for another mar­
ine disaster before the Government
wakes up and realises the importance
of this matter?, It was only on our
trip down from Sydney that we realiz­
ed the great value and importance of
the wireless directional station. With
the assistance of a wireless directional
station a ship can come into St. John’s
'even if she has been out in the fog a
month. When we were coming down
on the “Kyle” we got out of the ice
some distance south of St. Pierre, and
in a dense fog. We got in touch with
the wireless directional station at
Canso, and later got in touch with the
station at Cape Race. When we heard
the horn at Cape Race it was direct
ahead, as the captain told us it would
be. If there was a directional station
on the South Coast no more ships with
a wireless outfit would go ashore.

Now just a word for the Minister of

Posts and Telegraphs. There is no
excuse for him whatever. There is
every reason why there should be a
telegraph office and telephone com­
munication at St. Shott’s and Cape
Pine. We left the poles there all ready
to be used, and we left the money to
do the work. Now after eighteen
months in office the Minister comes in
here and says that the work has not
been completed. Then he goes on tc
say that the people at St. Shott’s ob­
jected to the line taken to St. Shott’s
and wanted it to Trepassey instead of
Peter’s River. Surely, Sir, we do not
have to stand for this. I have gone to
the Minister several times, but I hope,
Sir, that it will not be necessary for
me to go again.

Now, Sir, regarding the sugar busi­
ness, I see the regulations will be lift­
ed the 20th of May. On the 29th Feb­
ruary, according to the Auditor Gen­
eral’s report, we were out $195,000.00,
nearly $200,000.00, and I doubt if the
amount is much smaller now. We are
going to'lose at least $100,000.00. Is
not this sufficient evidence that the
Government ought to go out of the
commission business? I would like to
have a statement tabled showing how
much the Government ha's lost on
sugar, how much was lost on the
amount purchased in Montreal, and
the amount of 50 tons bought from a
friend in New York.

I have here, Mr. Speaker, the Comp
trollers and Auditor General’s Report.
It is an eye-opener. I believe there
are members on the other side of the
House and even members of the Ex
ecutive who have not seen this report
yet. They told us last year that there
would not be a big supplementary es­
timate ever brought in again. Now
look at this. In the first place there
are 05 new appointments and salaries.
What do you think of that? Perhaps
some of the gentlemen on the othet
side can tell me who some of the
gentlemen are as we come along to
them. Tho Posts and Telegraphs De­
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partment show's an expenditure of
$107,000. The amount asked for and
voted in this connection was $50,000,
thus showing an expenditure over the
amount voted of $57,000. Then we
come to the Department of Marine and
Fisheries. This you must remember
is only up to the 29th of February. In­
spectors’ salaries, $32,794.30; general
expenses, $8,557. Then there is the
lobster propagation. The amount vot­
ed was $23,000, and the amount ex­
pended was $34,000, an increase of
$11,000. If that, gentlemen, is not
criminal waste, I don’t know what is;
$34,000 for a few lobsters, or giving a
few fellows a job. Now listen to this,
gentlemen. See where your money
goes: Furniture for the lunatic asy­
lum, $31,449; furniture for the sanit-
orium over $48,000. Salaries and motor
services for where? over $21,000.
Consolidation of the laws over $17,000.
Gentlemen, isn’t this great? Then
there is the coal exploration, pit-prop
account, and the airoplane account.

I saw here somewhere where wt
were paying someone to take care of
the Carbonear fire hall. What have we
got to do with the Carbonear fire hall?
That should be paid out of the road
grants.

Now, Sir, the Hon. Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries in the course of his
remarks stated that, the Regulations
were an artificial prop. But he did
not state in what way they were a
prop. What has been propped up by
him? The Fish Regulations, Sir, have
done one thing: they have succeeded
in alienating from us our fish markets,
and it will be a long time before we
get the good-will of those markets
again. But the country will be thank­
ful that the Opposition have succeed­
ed in getting the Regulations removed
from the Statute Books, and before we
are finished we are going to have other
-obnoxious legislation removed also.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE:—Mr>
Speaker, may I, Sir, once again crave
the indulgence of this House for a 

few minutes. In doing so, Sir, I feel
very sad, very sad indeed, that there
is an attempt being made to bring
about in this country a split between
man and man, and he who is guilty
of that thing will find that one day
it will fall on his own head. I am
not referring very much to the Daib;
Star of today, but to yesterday's. Ii)
the editorials of yesterday one Dr.
Mosdell, assisted by one Andersop
Squires, I have no doubt whatever
about that, refer to my. threat on
that paper, that if I did not get satis­
faction by appeal to the owner I would
get it in another way. I did not ap­
peal to mob violence to shut up the
Star. That could be done by the sim­
pler method of issuing a writ, and I
understand that a writ for abom
$5000.00 has already been issued.

Hid away in a corner of yesterday's
Star is an article which is a standing
disgrace. An honest attempt was madq
by the members of the Opposition to
help the country, but if any man on
this side of the House after the ap­
pearance of that article, except Mr.
Bennett, co-operated with the Gov-;
ernment in any way I would consider
that he did not have a drop of good
blood in his veins. It is full of blas­
phemy, and is the' vilest stuff that
has ever appeared in the public press
of this country. This is not good
enough from you, Sir, and I am noli
going to stand here as a Protestant
and take it from you, by jingo. I am
tired serving notices on you regarding
the rotten stuff that has been appear-
in this paper, and a man ■who is
Prime Minister of this Colony assist­
ing with a rag of this kind.

It is one of the most disgraceful
articles ever written. You may sit
with your eyes closed, Mr. Squires,
but you know about it and you stand
in my sight today as the most con­
demned man who ever sat in the Pre­
mier's chair. Now I will appeal to
Mr. Warren and the other Protestant 
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gentlemen opposite. Criticism is
alright, but the man who gets down
to such depths as to blaspheme the
religion to which he belongs is a
cur. I would like to have the Hon,
Mr. Foote and other members here
to hear this article read. Instead of
having to deal with such filth, this
House should be getting down to busi­
ness and trying to save the country
from ruin. We are faced by a serious
problem to-day, the Government can­
not save the situation and when such
articles as this appear, how can they
expect this side to help them. This
article is indecent, dirty and low and
I don’t think there is one member on
the other side but will hang his heat)
in shame when he hears it. There is
only one place for the writer, jail.
The one who sits down and writes
such stuff is a cad and a scoundrel,
Listen, gentlemen, and tell me or the
country afterwards what you think of
the man who issues a paper, the
mouthpiece of the Government, and,
which goes forth broadcast to stir
up religious bickering and strife. Hi
is written by a hand which is cloaked,
but is used to the business.

(Reads a paragraph).
Gentlemen, how long are you going

to stand that kind of thing? How long
is Mr. Warren going to stand it? Will
it be for any length of time? Is this
article intended to try and stir up
strife among the city men. If that;
be so the young Tribune will fincj
they are different from the rest. I
here, as a Protestant to-day, say this;
is not in the interests of friendly
feeling and good-fellowship. It is the
deed of a warped mind.

(Continues reading).
"Will drink Protestant rum.” Was

there ever such a thing written in
the history of the country before.
Can we stand idle and let it go by?
I appeal to all who know right from
wrong, is this to be permitted. Every 

citizen has certain rights that should
be respected.

(Continues reading).
Is’nt it lovely Scripture to go

forth to the world and broadcast thru
the Island. Have we so far forgotten
ourselves and fallen so low as not
to protest. I won't stand for it even
if I have to do the trick myself.

(Continues reading)
I take it as Mr. Warren apparently

does and consider it both contempt­
ible and cowardly. He, like myself,
realizes these writings must come to
a stop.

(Continues reading)
"Smacks were exchanged.” I know

nothing about them.
(Continues reading)

Oh, gentlemen, isn’t this beautiful
literature for a man to bring into his
house and lay before his children;
and the one responsible for it hangs
his head in shame.

(Continues reading)
What beautiful sarcasm on Scrip­

ture to those who know what is right.
But there is something more serious
behind this than some may think.
The country is being sacrificed to-day
through the stirring up of petty reli­
gious feeling. I appeal to the gentle­
men opposite to oppose this to the
best of their ability. If it continues
something is going to happen and no
man can tell what. If ever a blas­
phemous, scurrilous article appeared
this is the finish. After reading this
I can understand why the Govern­
ment is gone.

Mr. Speaker, you are in a most
unique position to-day to have to sit
here under the most scurrilous art­
icle ever read in the House, and I
am sorry to have been the one to
bring it up. Now what do you say
Messrs. Winsor, Abbott, Jennings and
the rest of you. There are lots of
things done by a man in the heat of
a political fight in order to gain
votes that I hold nothing against him 
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for. But when things have settled
down, why should every one opposed
to him be subjected to dirty attack
and held up to ridicule. Why was
this done all through the year in the
Star. Has it been done in the Tele­
gram, Advocate or News? No, and
the only reason it was carried on in
the Star is because the great stock in
trade of Robert the Tribune is to
make Catholic hate Protestant and
Protestant hate Catholic. That’s
your stock in trade, Sir. I have been
appealed to by members of the Gov­
ernment to help them out of the pre­
sent situation, out of the difficulties
into which they have plunged the
country. But I would prefer to get
out of the House for ever and ever
than be here debating writings so
despicable that the Prime Minister
himself is ashamed of them. I want
to say to you, men in the gallery, that
while the country is going to the
dogs we are kept here dickering over
this filth and trash.

Can you expect me or Mr. Bennett
or any of the Opposition to help the
Government out of its serious situa­
tion? They can’t get help from me, nor
I think from Mr. Bennett. No man
should be guilty of allowing such art­
icles to be written. I asked you, Mr.
Premier, a few days ago to have them
stopped. The people came here today
to ask for bread, to have obnoxious
regulations lifted, and to the best of
your ability you are going to do it.
Still you allow this stuff, which takes
up so much time in debating, to be
published. Why not rise above all this
contemptible stuff, say: “I am the
young tribune,” go up to your office
and perform the work which the peo­
ple expect. But no, your brain is warp­
ed. I am as responsible to the people
of my district, to the Catholics as
well as Protestants, as you are to
those of yours, arid they want some'
thing practical done. Why can’t you
stop this thing? When I forgot little 

differences and sat in a chair near you,
things were alright, but now I have to
stand here and defend myself against
charges of the lowest kind. The at­
tack is made that I fought a strike
hiere, but I never did it with the ob­
ject of hurting the people. What I did
Was to fight for the power to discharge
a man, and that was only fighting for
my rights as an employer. That’s the
fact, and I don’t care who knows it.
My opponents tried to defeat me in the
last election in Port de Grave by in­
fluencing thje Catholic vote, but they
could not do it. If a woman comes to
pie and asks for charity, I do not
question what denomination she be
longs to—all churches are alike to me
in such a case. If my associates are
prepared to stand for it, I am not go­
ing to have it, and am ready to stand
plone. But they will not allow it to
go on. Mr. Squires, can’t you help in
this matter and do something to save
yourself? As sure as you continue
th|ese tactics, your crowd will desert
you as they do not like your tricks.
The fishermen today are asking for
supplies, and we want no more of this
stuff, which delays the business of the
House. You want the hand of fellow­
ship from me, but still we can’t do
anything because we have to deal with
this trash. Why are the South and
West Coasts sacrificed while we are
doing nothing? Was there ever such
an article written before? I realise
fully as does the writer that the
"hand above” will make him suffer for
this. Would to God the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries were here to
listen to some of my stories, and I cp.n
tell you where the Prime Minister
would be tomorrow. Men on the otbpr
side will agree with me that this is a
matter clear of politics, and I believe
they will not stand for it any longer.
I don’t want to go forth to my fellow­
men with inflammatory speeches cal­
culated to create the spirit of ill-feel­
ing and spilling of blood, but I ask 
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them to do right. I realise the Gov­
ernment cannot do everything, but the
man responsible for' this article is a
disgrace to the country he was born
in. I do not think I feel this situation
more keenly than do Mr. Warren and
Mr. Foote. For heaven’s sake help
your leaders to save them from them­
selves. Look at me, you represent­
atives of the men from the North as
well as the West. I am prepared to
help*in the present crisis, but cannot
help feeling that this is the most
scurrilous thing ever written. What
are we going to do about it? One word
I would like to say to Mr. Squires:
cut out this stuff. I will have more
to say if it is not stopped, as patience
will cease to be a virtue. I ask the
Attorney General and all others on
the opposite side: do you want a fight
from me ’and Mr. Bennett, or assist­
ance? Issue the word, and this House
goes no further. I am on my own
responsibility today, and I say that
nothing more will be done here than
I can help, if this trouble is not
stopped. I know that the Prime Min­
ister has many troubles, but I will not
help him till these attacks cease, or
leave the floor till something is done
in the matter. Sir M. P. Cashin may
be a bull, or I may be a bull, but the
Prime Minister has never seen my
horns yet. I will stop the business
of this House no matter what hap­
pens or what the results may be to
me. I ask you now, Sir, coolly and
calmly, to stop this thing. I say to
you, gentlemen in the gallery, that
this speech is made with the object
of stopping this writing and in order
to help the country, and I hope you
will go away without any ill-feeling
in your minds. I sincerely wish that
Mr. Squires will see his mistake. I
cannot stop any writings in "The
News” or "Telegram,” I have no pow­
er over them; I am only one man.
But I ask you now to cut out this ap­
pealing to religion and sectarianism, 

to take the hand of fellowship and
see if we cannot do something to save
the country; help the people and quit
yourself like a man. If the thing I
complain of happens again, the row
will begin.

MR. MacDONNELL:—I did not see
the article in question at all, but my
reason for making a few remarks is
this: Any person in politics is apt to
be blessed, or cursed, with political
god-fathe(rs. In yesterday’s “Advo­
cate” I saw that the people had sat
in solemn conclave, in Port Rexton,
a place I have never visited, discuss­
ed my affairs and decided to act in
that capacity to me. Their intention
was, because of some things I was al­
leged to have said, to drive me out of
public life, as some years ago they
did the present Prime Minister. Now,
gentlemen, this is the august body
which poses as judges of what has
been appearing in the papers. I sug­
gest to Messrs. Halfyard, Targett and
Guppy to send them a copy of “The
Star” at their next meeting and bring
this article to their notice and let
them pass judgment on the one re­
sponsible as they did on us.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I crave
the indulgence of the House to follow
the last two speakers. Like Mr. Mac-
Donnell, I have not seen the article
in question; I may say that I am not
a very careful student of the press. I
give all my support to Sir John Cros-
bie in his criticism of this article, as
its style is blasphemous and its form
such as to tend to the stirring up of
strife in the community. All his ob­
servations are justified in full by the
article as read. I am sorry, however,
that he should preface his remarks
by the suggestion that I was the
writer or knew anything of the art­
icle. I don’t think he meant just
that, but having to denounce jt and
being indignant and somewhat excit­
ed, let himself be led away in his
form of expression. I am not respon­
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sible for it. 1 stand up for anything
I do. I do not think he intended to
convey the impression that 1 was re­
sponsible when he stated so. His
reference here is something like that
to the $6,000 claim. It has always
been in my power to liquidate my
claims, and I hope to meet all others.
That this claim will be liquidated I
have every reason to believe. Be­
yond looking to my own responsibil­
ities, however, as a creditor of “The
Star,” my duties end in this direction.
My further connection with the paper
is due entirely to my personal friend­
ship with the editor and many of the
staff. I have known Dr. Mosdell and
Mr. St. John for years, and have every
faith in their ability to control the
paper well. As to the matter that
goes in the paper, I know nothing.
Sir John Crosbie a few days ago re­
ferred to an article in this paper, and
1 agreed with him that personalities
were no part of real politics. Such
are a fight among the newspapers
only, to make a holiday. Legislation
benefits nothing by it, the members
are hurt and the reputation of the
country abroad is damaged. Go to
Boston, New York or London and you
will find the papers there ahead of
you saying one set of men are great
fellows and the other a parcel of
rogues. The papers on the other side
of politics simply reverse the process
and have the first set as rogues and
the others as fine men. The result is
that all are discredited, while this
personal abuse and vicious attack
goes forth in the press. Here in the
House, however, when such is done,
the man guilty generally takes steps
not to have his name appear in the
Hansard. Everyone who has heard
the article in question read, must re­
gret that it should have been pub­
lished, and particularly do I resent
the fact that my name has been treat­
ed lightly and joked with in a paper
which I have been blamed with con­

trolling. This paper is not a Govern­
ment one, and may oppose it in a
fortnight’s time if the owners and
directors are so concerned. I do not
wish to suggest that the editorial
writers will change their opinions
over night. Sir John Crosbie must
have heard me wrongly the other
day.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—My impres­
sion was that you ran “The Star”, but
you say you do not own it.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I could
as a creditor proceed to wind up its
affairs.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—This kind
of thing must be stopped, and I am
going to move a vote of censure that
if these articles are continued all
Government printing be taken from
“The Star” and all perquisites from
the Government to Dr. Mosdell be
stopped.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
second the motion, if it amounts to a
vote of censure on that article. I en­
tirely agree with the sentiment ex­
pressed, and the sccner such writing'
tie stopped the better. I am of the
opinion that the country is being
damaged by them. Last year this
House lost night after night, and this
year, too, hours have been spent iu
debate relating co personal matters.
In my own case the dictionary has
been pruned for words and expres­
sions to use in connection with me
and all my affairs. On my own par;
I have not used offensive language to
anyone in the House. I am prepared
to be aggressive bjit have always
made it a point to show courtesy to
opponents and not go beyond the
point where references were fair or
impute imbecility, viownishness, etc.,
to them.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—You brought
it on yourself. I can’t listen to your
hypocritical talk and will not i.sten
to this. You are i political hypocrite
of the worst kind
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HON. PRIME MINISTER:-Mr.
Speaker, I was stating that in any
debate I had not been personal!/ im­
pudent to anyone here.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—That is my
feeling: that you are a hypocrite anc
I won’t listen to your bluff. You will
have to cart me out of here. You
brought it all on yourself.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—Ways
may be found of getting you out al­
right. I did not, Mr. Speaker, on any
occasion interrupt my honorable
friend.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—You were too
great a coward. But you went to
your dirty rag and attacked even my
child. Sit down—you can’t cure what
you have done.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I am
not responsible for what appears in
“The Star.” I concur with Sir John
Crosbie that as far as the article in
question is concerned it should be
condemned.

MR. BENNETT:—I rise, Mr. Speak­
er, to support the resolution and to
briefly express my views in relation to
this article. I only heard part of it as
,read by Sir John Crosbie. I think the
House will commend the action of Sh
'John in bringing this matter up as
bis doing so has gone far to remedy
a state of affairs in this country that
for years has been damaging us at
home and abroad. We all must live
here; we have all a stake in the coun­
try and to progress properly we must
have common interests. If a wedge
is driven between the people and en­
couragement given from any quarter
to the passion and prejudice that has
been apparent "the last 7 or 8 years
a man will not be judged according to
his abilities but by the altar at which
he worships. I ask you, gentlemen, if
I have not always put my face against
this cursed sectarianism. I have been
associaied with members of all de­
nominations; I have been closely
identified with Lord Morris, a Catholic, 

and I will not take second place to
any man in the country on this ques­
tion. I know as much, or more, of this
matter than any man in the House
as I have been connected with both
Catholics and Protestants—and I have
always deplored the efforts of some
politicians to stir up religious feeling
which has ever brought condemnation
on the heads of the perpetrators. We
are now in a position from which it
needs the best of all to free us. This
is no time for personal abuse, mis­
representation or blasphemous writ­
ing that has nothing but an injurious
effect on the people. Let us be New­
foundlanders first, then Catholics or
Protestants and we will be doing our
duty by the people. We have a coun­
try worth fighting for, a country which
is a pride to the Empire, a country
whose name has been emblazoned high
on the roll of honor by the blood of
our sons, and are we to disgrace the
fame these gallant lads won for us.
T.et an effort be made to cleanse the
Press nrd make it fit to enter the
homes of Newfoundland. Let the
Prime Minister, who has influence
with the Government press through
the patronage on which they largely
depend, serve notice on them to-mor­
row that nothing detrimental, such as
the article complained of, is to be-
published by them. Let the Leader
of the Opposition, if necessary, do the
same with the other papers. Let the
nrestige of this House be felt through
out the> land, and jth.en it will be
possible for us to get down to legis­
lation and secure the integrity of
Newfoundland. I want no dirty line
of ill-feeling and sectarianism while
there are important questions to be
solved. The present difficulties are
so enormous, the responsibilities si-
great that any man may well shudder
to face them. This was demonstrated
this very afternoon when the hundred!.
of unemployed sent 10 or 12 orderly.
dignified men to the Bar of this House 
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with their message. It is unfortunate
it is true, that this was necessary hut
we must take things as we find them.
Hundreds were outside the building
but there was no dissension, they
waited patiently to hear what steps
were to be taken to relieve the dis­
tress among the people. Is this our
response to those who sent us here to
cure their troubles to relieve their
wants? Must we be compelled to
waste our time discussing blasphem­
ous writings such as read here this-
afternoon. The Prime Minister In
seconding the resolution has taken
responsibility for this thing and it
must be stopped. If that is done we
will do everything possible to help
the Government in forwarding legis­
lation but we don’t want to go to our
homes after the House closes and pick
up papers that are traducing us and
holding us up to scorn before our
families. They have even gone so far
as to reflect on the physical defects
of ourselves or children. Mr. Walsh
referred to this kind of thing yester­
day. This is not good enough and I
appeal to the men of both sides to
let this be the last of it and when
each goes to his altar let him go, re­
membering he is a Newfoundlander,
and God bless him.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—I
think the House will he unanimous in
passing this resolution. I feel that
Sir John Crosbie has done a service
in bringing it in and that Hon. Mr.
Squires in seconding it has expressed
the sentiments df his party. I assure.
the House that as far as lays in my
power this line of abuse and starting
of sectarianism will be stopped. It is
enough to drive one out of political
life and I feel like retiring if it con­
tinues. The handling of this article
may be a lesson to those who may
think they can edit a paper in viola­
tion of all rights and proprieties.

' HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—I have no use for personal
abuse in or out of a paper. When any 

objectionable article appears in the
Star or Advocate I claim it does not
represent tine Government and the
quicker it is stopped the better. I
am prepared to vote for the motion
and give it my heartiest support. 1
recognize it is a time that demands
all our powers to get over and I took
no notice of articles in the press af>
far as myself was concerned. I see,
however, that others take them serious
ly and it is time for us to go on
record and let the Press and public
know we do not want it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE then moved
the resolution which was carried un
animously as follows:

(Reads Resolution)
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER gave

notice that he would on to-morrow
ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled
“An Act to Repeal Cap. 18, 8. Geo. V.,
entitled ‘The Food Control Act, 1917,’ ”
and Acts in amendment thereof.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, April 21st, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

Petitions were presented by Mr>
Scammel from Horse Island ro
Coastal Service. From La Scie re
Postal Building.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of

Question.
Mr. Bennett asked Hon. the Min­

ister of Posts & Telegraphs if any
negotiations are in progress between) 
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the Government and the Commercial
Cable Company with a view to the
use of the Port aux Basques Canso
Cable, and if so to lay on the table
copies of any correspondence or othj
er documents in relation thereto.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine & Fisheries:
(a) If a cargo of fish was exported

from Port ITnion talqual during
the last few months contrary tq
the act providing for the Stands
ardization of Codfish.

(b) If this shipment was made by
the direct instruction of the Min­
ister of Marine & Fisheries anti
was justified on the ground that
through a defect in the Act the
export of fish talqual was not
prohibited?

(c) If this was the reason to lay oq
the table of the House a copy of
the opinion of the law officers of|
the Crown or other competent
authorities responsible for that
opinion.

(d) If no such legal opinion was
obtained to state on whose am
thority the conclusion was reach-)
ed that the Act permitted the ex­
port of codfish talqual.

(e) By whose authority the necessary
permit was issued by the Fisty
eries Department by virtue of
which the officer of Customs at
Port Union or Catalina cleared
the vessel.

(f) Of the quantity of fish compos­
ing the cargo of the said vessel?

(g) The name of the said vessel and
her destination, and if the cargo
had been sold as required by law
before she left?

(h) If so the price for the said cargo?
fi) If not why a permit was granted

to her and if such grant was ini
defiance of the law?

(j) And if so the reason for violating
or disregarding the law in hep
case, and to lay on the Table of
the House copies of all corres­

pondence and other, documents
in relation thereto?

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine & Fisheries if
Mr. .1 H Scammell, M.H.A., in his re­
cent tour of the country in the inter­
ests of the F. P. U. has been engaged
in carrying out any work for the
Government or for any department
thereof, and if so what was the nature
of such services and what payments
have been made or are to be made to
him in respect thereof.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister what steps he is tak-»
ing to make good the promise in his
Manifesto to the electors issued in
October, 1919, wherein he declared
that be proposed to undertake a pol­
icy which will develop in Newfound­
land a healthier, better educated and
more prosperous people with im-
proved public services efficiently op­
erated and maintained.

Sir M. P. Cashin drew the attention
of Hon. the Prime Minister to the
statement made by Hon. the Minister
of Marine & Fisheries at the annua)
convention of the F. P. U. at Porb
Union last fall against the policy oil
having departmental officers in the
Legislative Council, and ask if it is
the intention of the Government to
introduce legislation of the character
indicated by the Hon, Minister oB
Marine & Fisheries at that time which
would make such a practice impos­
sible in future.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked the Minis­
ter of Public Works if Mr. John
Davey is employed by the Board of
Works, how much salary he has re­
ceived since November 15th, 1919 to
date, and a statement of all monies
paid for motor cars and cabs by him.

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act to amend the Act 0
Geo. V, Cap. 4, entitled ‘An Act tq
amend the War Measures Act” ’ was
introduced and read a first time and 
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it was ordered that it be read a sec­
ond time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled "An Act to Repeal, Cap, 18-8(
Geo. V., entitled 'The Food Control
Act, 1917” and Acts in amendment
thereof, was introduced and read a
first time, and it was ordered that
it be read a second time on tomorrow.

MR. MACDONNELL:—Mr. Speaker,
just a word or two on the Amendment
before it goes through. I think, Sir,
we all remember the position, and the
circumstances surrounding the Bills
regarding the regulation of codfish,
the exportation of codfish and stand­
ardization of codfish that went through
this House last year. ‘We recognized
at that time and the country recog­
nized—and we recognized since—that
Mr. Coaker, with the backing he had
in the government, was able to pass
any legislation he wanted to in thia
House In fact the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries (Mr. Coaker) inti­
mated to us here that he was going
to put through the Regulations wheth­
er we liked them or not. The Opposi­
tion in this House did not adopt any
set policy; Every member ,ok~ the
Opposition did just as he thought was
best with regard to any legislation
that came up for discussion, and, I
think, that the same spirit actuates
them at the present session. When I
realized that the Regulations were go­
ing through I made the best argument
I could for my constituents. During
the operation of that Act and during
last summer, I have to say, in justice
to the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, that when I pointed out to him
exceptional cases in my district ho
gave me special consideration. No
matter when I approached him re­
garding the export of fish to Halifax—
very often the fish was being sold
for less than the regulated price—
after I had showed him the circum­
stances connected with our trade he 

did not refuse to give a permit to have
the fish shipped. For this I give him
credit. But I object to the principle
of being put in the position of having
to come to ask Mr. Coaker for a per­
mit. I pointed out last year that it
was a dangerous practice and a dan­
gerous precedent to hand over our
powers as legislators in this House to
any man or firm. I forecasted that
the Advisory Board could make any
regulations they liked, but that they
would never represent the whole
country and that they would be
fraught with disaster. Mr. Coaker
took the whole thing to himself, not­
withstanding all the danger pointed
put to him by the members on this
side of the House. He said "it’s my
Bill, I believe in it, I am sure. J will
take full responsibility for it and it’s
going through.” In that he was per­
fectly sincere. The other day be told
the story in plain and unvarnished
words of the absolute failure of the
whole scheme. He admitted here a
few days ago what I forecasted a year
ago. I viewed this matter in a'some-
what different Tig'hjty perhaps^ than
those who spoke before me. The whole
policy of the Government last year
was based on its fishery laws. It was
the one big thing for you: or. as Mr.
Coaker characterized it the other day,
it was an artificial nron to sustain the
trade of the country. The natural law
was supnly and demand. Therefore.
because the Regulations were an ar­
tificial nron and because they inter­
fered with the natural working out of
things and particularly because the
strongest /man in the Government
came in and admitted that the whole
things was n failure, well then I draw
this conclusion that the Government
as a whole has failed. When the main
spring of a Government’s nolicy is
gone the rest does not matter, and,
I think, Sir, that I voice the opinion
not only of men on both sides of this
House, but of the great majority of 
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the people of this country, that when
the Government has come to face that
it can no longer be of any service to
the country. When a Government has
come to a stage that it has to abandon
its policy that it set out to accomplish
and that it comes to a point after hav­
ing accomplished nothing, I think,
Sir, it is time for them to get out. I
take Mr. Coaker’s statement as a com­
plete abdication on the part of the
Government. I am sorry that Mr.
Coaker undertook that policy that
caused such untold injury to this coun
try. Strange though it may seem, per­
haps, after all he is the man who
tried to do something and even he
kept on idoing it when he found it
wrong, so there is some sympathy
from every member in this Chamber
for a man who has tried so much and
has failed so miserably. I trust that
the Government has a thorough real­
ization by this time of the failure of
its policy, because its policy was simp­
ly and solely the remedy of fishery
matters, for, as has been pointed out
in this House, eigthy per cent, of the
country depends on the fishery. Well,
if eighty per cent, depended on your
policy, which has failed, do you think,
Sir, your Government is doing justice
to this cbuntry and doing justice to
their constituents by remaining in of­
fice. Are they behaving themselves
as men, honoured by seats in this
Legislature, by holding on to power
and allowing twenty per cent, of the
people to live on the policy on which
they embarked.

I have no intention to delay the
House unnecessarily, but I should like
to see the Amendment voted on in
order to get down to business. I ap­
peal to the Government before they
drift too far that if they have nothing
new to advance and no new policy to
enunciate that they! will no longer
occupy the seats that they do, but
will transfer them to those who may
be able to take them out of the mess.

MR. MOORE:—<Mr. Speaker, I have 

no desire in any way to delay this
debate, but merely to place myself on
record as being in favor of the Amend­
ment proposed by the Hon. leader 01
the Opposition. I am sorry that the
Prime Minister and Minister of Just­
ice, a few evenings ago, did not allow
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to say that he supported these Resolu­
tions and thus have spared themselves
a lot of unnecssary delay.

I think that the Prime Minister has
something else to tell with regard to
the unemployed of this city. If he has
I hope that he tells it as soon as
possible, because, I am sure, that alt
of us, particularly the Opposition, are
only too willing and pleased to have
those unfortunate people, who ap­
proached the Bar of this House yester­
day, looked after. As I have already
intimated, I have no intention to fur­
ther prolong the discussion; but to
register my unqualified support to the
Amendment now before the House.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS:—Mr. Speaker, I wish
to take advantage of this opportunity
to make a few remarks on the subject
matter now before the House. It is
not my intention to delay the business
of the House by any extended re­
marks. It is certainly within the
knowledge of the members of the
House that the question has been
thoroughly thrashed out, from one
side of the House at least; and all
that can be said regarding the policy
of the Government, and what the
Speech from the Throne did not con­
tain respecting public matters, has
been fully ventilated. The Opposition
has strong debating power, or to be
critically correct, strong talking abil­
ity. There is one bench over there
that I cannot help referring to. I
think it makes no difference who is
occupying it, he will talk. There seems
to be a kind of infection or germ
there that will cause men to talk. I
for a number of years, occupied the
chair next to that now occupied by
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Sir John Crosbie and I had to do mV
part then just the same as the Op­
position is doing their part now. I
had to talk and talk and read and read
so. as to keep the thing going until
we found out what the Government
intended to do. That happened more
particularly in the year 1917 when we
held up the business of the House
for a long while to find out from Sir
Edward (now Lord) Morris, who was
then Prime Minister whether he in­
tended to go to the polls in the fall
of 1917 or not. Very often during our
hot talk some unparliamentary things
might have been said which for lack
of experience on the part of junior
members might be excused. An un­
parliamentary reference used in the
heat of debate is excusable, but there
is no excuse for anyone who offers a
discourteous or insulting remark that
is studied. The audience and those
particularly opposed to the present
Government must be satisfied with
the scathing indictment meted out to
us. Unfortunately for the country
the Opposition in theiir anxiety to
make political capital threw discretion
and fair play on one side. They mis­
represented the actions of the Gov­
ernment which under present depres­
sing world conditions may be regard­
ed not only as regrettable but injuri­
ous to the best interests of the coun­
try.

I hate to refer to the Fish Regula­
tions for certainly everybody must
have a surfeit of the debate on that
question. The Minister of Marine anc?
Fisheries gave his side of the question
the other day, but, of course, that is
not accepted by those who are pre­
judiced and will not accept. Mr. Fox
this evening tore to shreds, literally,
the Speech of the Minister of Marino
and Fisheries and said that every­
thing we did was meant to deceive the
general public. The Hon. gentleman
bv his extravagant and inflammatory
remarks, destroyed bis case inasmuch
as he overdid the thing, and thus in­

jured his own cause. If I had no
other reason for speaking this even­
ing, I should speak in self-defence
and because of the not very compli­
mentary manner in which members
on the Opposition side of the House
referred to F.P.U. men. I am perfect­
ly willing to take my medicine for
anything I have done in a public way,
but I do not want to be anathemized
and misrepresented when I do not
deserve it. To get to the point. With
regard to myself, personally, it was
said by the Leader of the Opposition
that I should not occupy the position
in the Government that I do because
of my relations with the F.P.U. Since
1917, when I was made Minister of
Agriculture and Mines by Sir Michael
Cashin and Sir John Crosbie, I can
honestly say that I do not know any
more about the mangement of that
business than any other man in this
House to-day. When I took a Minis­
terial position in the National Gov­
ernment I severed my active business
connection with the Trading Company.
When I held the position of Minister
of Agriculture and Mines one of my
friends said to me, why do you want
to give up your position with the
F.P.U. The Department of Agricul­
ture and Mines is not a very onerous
position, there is not much to do, and
you can go to the office for a few
hours a day and that will be sufficient.
This was the opinion of some of my
friends.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Who said
that to you?

MR. HALFYARD:—There is no
need for me to name the person, but
it is quite true.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Was it
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries?

MR. HALFYARD:—No! it was not
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
The business of the Union Trading
Co. was moved to Port Union, and
therefore I could have no connection
with the management of it.

In January, 1918, Sir Edward Moi 
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ris loft the country. Sir William
Lloyd was asked to form a Govern­
ment, but Mr. Bennett, Mr. Squires
and Mr. Gibbs refused seats In the
Lloyd Executive. Mr. Woodford was
appointed to fill the vacancy caused
by the retirement of Sir Edward
Morris. Some person was wanted for
Colonial Secretary. I was asked by
Sir Michael Cashin and Sir John
Crosbie to resign my position as Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines in
favour of Mr. Clift, and accept the
position of Colonial Secretary.

I was Secretary of the F.P.U. at
that time and my friend Sir Michael
and Sir John did not think there was
anything of the blackleg about me at
that time, when they honoured me
with one of the most important posl
tions in the gift of the Government.
As Colonial Secretary I certainly was
in a position to have a knowledge, not
only of one department of the Govern­
ment, blit the whole public business of
the Colony. I cannot think that Sir
Michael Cashin really meant what he
said when he delivered him of this
about me: “The Minister of Posts is a
shipped man himself. He is Secretary
of the F.P.U. and it is not decent for
him to hold his present portfolio. He
is Secretary of that Corporation and
still he has the cheek to come in here
and take ?5,000 a year from the tax­
payers as a salary. He and his like
are case hardened and devoid of com­
mon decency. In his position he can
know what every business man in this
country is doing and can take ad­
vantage by reading the telegrams that
go through his office of every competi­
tor of his Company in the country.”

The name of God has been taken in
vain very often during this session.
Well in the name of God does he and
his associates think that I could be
guilty of such contemptible conduct?
Have I nothing else to do but read
telegrams going through the Postal
Telegraphs?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—It has-
been done.

MR. HALFYARD:—Before I vould
take advantage of my position to gain
a knowledge of any man’s business,
I would rather cut off my right hana
I would not think of going into the
Operating Room to inquire about any
jnessages passing through from any
business man or anyone else. I am
not supposed to do it, and I could be
ordered out by the Superintendent of
Telegraphs. I don’t suppose he
would do that, but if he knew that
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs
was doing something he should not
do. be should bring him to book. I
do not think that Sir Michael Cashin,
who is a friend of mine personally.
would believe me guilty of such con­
temptible conduct. There is another
matter I want to clear up. The Minis
ter of Marine and Fisheries has been
accused of doing something which
as far as my knowledge as Colonial
Secretary goes he had nothing what­
ever to do with and to which no
reference should have been made and
that is in connection with the cargo
of fish that went over on the Escasoni.
Sir Michael Cashin said that eight
thousand quintals of fish belonging to
the F.P.U. went to Rumania on that
boat. That, is not true. That fish
was landed at Greece and sold there.
The F.P.U. had no interest in the
cargo that went to Rumania. Their
interest in it ceased when it reached
Greece.

While I was Colonial Secretary, we
had a meeting one night at Govern­
ment House, and Sir Michael Cashin
who was then Minister of Finance and
■Customs, Sir John Crosbie, Mr. Clift
and Mr. Lloyd were there. This was
a very important matter in connec­
tion with the trade of the country, '
and there was a million and a half
dollars in connection with that cargo
of fish, for which the merchants want­
ed credit to their accounts at the
banks and nobody knows more about 
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this matter than Sir John Crosbie,
.who was then Minister of Shipping,
or a member of the Tonnage Commit­
tee. He was the man who was malting
a fight for the trade to try and do
something, and the matter was
brought up and the question asked.
What could we do? Can we guaran­
tee the bonds so that credit will be
placed to the accounts of those men
at the banks, or can we get the Home
Government to guarantee them, and
we talked about it, and simply dis­
persed dnd nothing was decided.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—But if I
had agreed to it the country would
have read that we had another million
and a quarter added to the debt.
MR. HALFYARD:—Quite right. That

is so, but it is not because we talked
about a thing and came to no decision
that you should for political reasons
to injure a political opponent, falsely
misrepresent the incident. I was in
Trinity in 1919, and when the mess­
age containing your statement was
flashed over the wires I was in a
position to contradict it. The Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries had noth­
ing to do with it.

Referring to the Fish Regulations.
We all thought that the Fish Ex­
portation Act passed unanimously,
but the Opposition say it did not be­
cause it was not put to a vote. Well
according to that there is no Bill that
passed through this House on which
a division has not been asked which
can be regarded as having been
adopted unanimously. There were
dozens of bills passed in the same
way as that Bill.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—I do not in­
terrupt, Mr. Speaker, but I would
like to make it clear, that I
have never been in favour of that Fish
Exportation Bill, and I protested
against it last year.

MR. HALFYARD:— That is correct.
The only man who was out of the
House at the time the Bill was passed
was Sir John Crosbie, who had not 

supported the Regulations when he was
here, and who as far as we knew was
not in favour of them, but the Op­
position knows the reason the vote
event without division, they were
afraid of disruption in their own
ranks. There were certain men in
the Opposition who felt strongly on
the matter and thought this Bill
would be all right. Therefore the
Bill passed unanimously. Now then
they say that the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries should take the blame
for its working out. He says that he
should not. There is one thing that
I think we should all agree upon, and
that is that the Regulations did not
get a fair trial. It is not quite fair
when you are trying to do a thing
to have three or four others trying to
tear down the structure as fast as>
you build it up. The Regulations
were fought against from the start
and they could not be enforced ef­
fectively, therefore without the sup­
port of the country and the trade the
measure could not tneet with full
success. When people sold their fish
in spite of the Regulations, that caus­
ed a weakening and the whole thing
slumped. People say that they could
have sold their fish at a certain price.
When the Regulations called for 80s
a quintal they could have got 75s, but
if there was not a standard price of
eighty they would not be offered sev­
enty-five. As soon as the Regulations
were lifted the price went down to
thirty shillings a quintal. A mer­
chant on the West Coast told me last
September “That he knew the condi­
tion of the Oporto markets, that the
people there could not pay a big
price for fish, and the idea of giving
nine, ten and eleven dollars a quintal
for fish was madness. The only rea-
son bo supplied at all was to accomo­
date his customers. He had made
money in buying and selling fish but
>bc did not expect to make any this
year,” and further he said, “if I could
buy all the fish in Newfoundland for 
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five dollars a quintal lie would not
touch it." That is what he told me
last September. Mr. Fox said that this
Act was made in the interests of the
merchants. Admitting that for the
sake of argument, what is in the in­
terests of the merchants regarding
prices is in the interest of the fisher­
men. Don’t think that the fishermen
believe that what is in the merchants’
favour is against them. They have
lost that idea. Nobody in the House
can say that the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries was unmindful of the
fishermen when he introduced that
Fish Exportation Act. We have been
told that our very existence as a coun
try depends upon the fishermen, and
if that is so, we must be worse than
imbeciles if we vote for any policy
disadvantageous to the fishermen. No,
Sir, by that Fish Exportation Act the
fishermen received a price of two or
three dollars more for their fish than
if there had been no such Act.

MR. MACDONNELL:—Without wish
ing to interrupt I would like to ask a
question. When the Hon. Minister
■peaks of the people who were offer­
ed seventy-five shillings when the
price by the Regulations was eighty
and who were not allowed to sell,
how is it that when the Regulations
were lifted that they did not get
more. The reason Sir was that the
Regulations were kept on until there
was no longer a demand for fish. I
.would like him to explain that.

MR. HALFYARD:—In reply to Mr.
MacDonnell, if there had been no
Regulations the first two or three
cargoes going over to the other side
would have demanded a fair price,
and after that the price would have
dropped. As the season advanced our
position became worse owing to the
rate of exchange. It is not my in­
tention as I said before to delay the
House, but we have been told that we
have been catering to one section of
the country, because of the buying of
thirty-five thousand quintals of fish 

last fall. That happened to come
from the north, but it was only an ac­
cident. If it had come from the West
Coast we would have had to do the
same thing. None of my colleagues in
the Executive since 1917 can truth­
fully say that I have used my posi­
tion to advance the interests of any
one section of the country more than
another. Take the F.P.U. In 1917
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
had a big project of building a town
at Port Union, he wanted a spur line
about a mile long to give railway fa­
cilities in connection with the various
industries. He went to Sir Edward
Morris and said he was building a
town down there and why could they
pot get a railway, and I understand
that the men who voted for that con­
cession were not the men of the Lib­
eral party, Mr. Clift and Mr.
Ellis, but Sir Michael Cashin,, Sir
John Crosbie and Sir Edward Morris.
I do not know that you can point to
anything else which may be regarded
as a concession to any place north.
Take what happened during the past
twelve months. It was thought that
if Argentia was made a terminus that
it could be made a safe winter port,
and would avoid the haul over the
Topsails during winter, and the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, the
Chairman of the Railway Commission,
caused a railway to be built to Ar­
gentia.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—I would like
to call the Hon. Minister’s attention
to the fact that he should call Mr.
Coaker by his proper name, the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries.

MR. HALFYARD:—Argentia is not
north and building that railway gave
employment. It has cost up to the
present time about two hundred
thousand dollars. If that was done
down north what would the Opposi­
tion say about it? Take Fortune and
Grand Bank. It will cost fifty or six­
ty thousand dollars for a harbour at
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Fortune, and $150,000 to make a har­
bour at Grand Bank.
, SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—That was
voted in the House.

MR. HALFYARD:—We are treating
everyone alike, there is no discrimin­
ation. We opened the mine at Branch
in St. George’s District and it is a
source of employment. We did not
care what district it was in, and we
are hoping that we will get good
results from it. We are not as black
as we are painted. After all our first
consideration is to do something for
the betterment of the people no mat-
ter what part of the country the
people may happen to reside.

Now, Mr. Speaker, to get back to
present hour conditions. It is said that
present conditions are all brought
about by the Fish Regulations; but I
want to point out the the Fish Regu­
lations had nothing to do with any­
thing except the codfishery, and the
price was kept up to the fishermen,
remember that. Mr. Coaker went
over to the other side, used
every bit of energy he had and all
the Influence that he could bring to
bear to sell the fish. But his plan
was frustrated, frustrated by the
people who thought more of their
own political interests than they did
of the welfare of the country. There
•has been a sectional feeling against
the interests of the country because
to the country that we have had to
run off three bye-elections. Those
who would otherwise have come to­
gether have been kept apart by them.
There would have been an entirely
different feeling if the bye-elections
could have been avoided. During the
last few weeks we have heard a lot
about poverty in our outports, but do
you not see that but for the price that
the people were able to get for their
fish because of the actions of the
Government there would be much
piore poverty? And do you know that
■in the important district of Trinity
a very large percentage of the people 

are not affected by the price of fish
this season. Many of those who went
fishing did nothing last slimmer, some
of them didn’t put out their traps at
all. My colleague, Mr. Guppy, didn’t
put his traps in the water for the
summer. Many of the men had to
leave and go to Grand Falls and
other places, and that applies to the
south as well as to the north side of
the Bay. It was the worst codfish­
ery in the history of the district; and
the same thing applies to the west.
This meant less income for the peo­
ple. They did very well on the fish
they caught, they got a very good
price in most cases, and now you come
in here and blame present conditions
on the Regulations. But the trouble
was the people did not get the fish.
They got a better price than they
otherwise would have received with
no Regulations. The Hon. Leader of
the Opposition, Sir Michael Cashin,
gave the prices of the various fish
products for the past two years, and
he showed how the prices had come
down. The products of labor in other
directions have come down also.
People cannot get the prices for their
labor. I am talking now of the de­
pression at the present time, not of
the matter of supplying next spring.

I could elaborate on that by refer­
ence to that iniquitous thing we did
in buying the fish. I might say that
when that proposition was first sug­
gested we regarded it as absolutely
out of the question. I said we cannot
do that.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Why did
you not call the House together?

MR. HALFYARD:—You know very
well, Sir, that that could not be done
You know that if we started out, and
it became known that we were buying
fish, we would have to buy all. That
was unnecessary. There was a de­
mand for Shore fish, but no demand
for Labrador fish. None of the fish
had been sold, and where the mer­
chants have lost some money they 
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would have lost many times as much.
Indirectly, we have saved the country
at least a million dollars.

And then, Mr. Speaker, we hear a
lot about the terrible conditions in
this country. Why if any of you were
to take up an English magazine, this
Daily Mirror, or some other magazine,
you would soon find that we are in a
much better condition than they are
in the Old Country. In November it
was estimated that there were about

i..--quarters of a million unemploy­
ed in England, and in January there
were over a million unemployed.
What put three million people out of
employment in the United States?
Was it the Fish Regulations? It is
ridiculous to blame the Fish Regula­
tions for the unemployment amongst us.

“The following appears in a recent
number of the ‘Round Table.’ ” “Since
the last number went to press a re­
markable change has come over the
industrial situation in the United King
dom. The depression in trade, ol
which the first signs appeared in the
late summer has deepened into stag­
nation and we have seen a rapid ex­
tension of unemployment and short-
time working. At the end of January
1,060,000 were registered unemployed.
in addition 450,000 work people were
registered as working systematic
short time.” The question was asked,
“Is there any escape from the finan­
cial and industrial chaos into which
the war has thrown half the world?”

“It is not difficult to see why such
questions are being asked. The ces­
sation of demand and the depression
in industry' follow' a period of unique
■prosperity. After the fitful fever of
the war came eighteen months spent
in a vain struggle to keep pace with
the W'orld’s needs. Prices rose, but
no price seemed high enough to deter

‘the buyer. Manufactured goods of
all kinds were absorbed as readily
as though they, had been flung into a
bottomless pit. Men lost the habit of
unemployment, perhaps the temper to 

endure it. Certainly there were few
to warn them of rocks ahead. Poli­
ticians, employers, leaders of labor
united in what the future historian
will regard a wild and universal con­
spiracy of optimism.

“The economic disturbance is not
limited to this country. It is world­
wide.

“The United States, the one coun­
try in the world which seemed to have
emerged from the war wealthier and
more powerful than before is passing
through every phase of the crisis in
which Great Britain is involved.

“It has, or has had very recently,
three million unemployed.

“When the malady is universal,
any one country must be relatively
powerless even to effect its own cure.
From South America, the Far East,
India, the British Dominions, comes
the same story of financial stringency,
industrial depression, difficulties of
exchange.”

Everybody spent money madly, and
when the collapse came there was no
money ,and now everybody is realiz­
ing where the mistake was made. The
Government thought they should ac­
cede to the demands of the people
for increased salaries to meet the
high cost of living. Sir Michael-
Cashin knows that what I am saying
is correct.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—You
came in under false pretences. What
about the promises in your leader’s
manifesto?

HON. MINISTER of POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS:—I do not think that
we came in under false pretences. We
came in by the wish of a greater ma­
jority of the people than has ever been
given to any party in Newfoundland.
We went out under false pretences
in the spring of 1919. There was
something either false or deceptive
about it, hut we came in as a result
of our going out. The people of
Trinity District stood by me because
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I stood by my guns. They apprecia­
ted me because o£ my action. The pre­
sent leader of the Opposition knows
what I did on that occasion. J do not
think the break was brought about by
the leader of the Opposition. We
might have been with Sir Michael
Cashin to-day only there were influ­
ences brought to bear by men who
thought that it was foolish to think
of getting seats in St. John’s with
Coaker in the party. Coaker and bis
crowd were thrown out, and they
united with certain other elements.
I am finding no fault. Things have
worked out alright, and we have no
fault to find. Do you think that it was
merely the F.P.U. that gave us such
a big vote in Trinity District. The
Prime Minister was there himself in
1913, and the people said we have to
vote for you because of Mr. Squires.
They think a lot of the Prime Minister
in Trinity District.

MR. MOORE:—What do they think
of him now?

HON. MINISTER of POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS:—They think more of
him now. Our leader is all right. I
have the greatest regard for him. He
can take his part anywhere. He can
play the part of a gentleman, an ed­
ucated gentleman. He will be a cred­
it to his country wherever he goes,
and ( admire him for his sterling ab­
ility as a speaker and courteous
gentleman.

MR. MOORE:—What about Mr.
Coaker?

HON. MINISTER of POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS:—I did not think Mr.
Coaker was so popular until he went
down to Port Union. They gave him
one of the greatest demonstrations of
welcome ever given a public man in
the history of the country.

Mr. Speaker, if I go on much longer
I will make a speech, and I did not
intend doing that. It is interesting
to read some of the old hansards. I
was wondering what became of the

Temperance Resolutions that were
presented in 1915, when we were on
the Opposition side, and I came across
a speech of Sir Michael Cashin. I
didn’t think that conditions were so
bad in 1915. Sir William Lloyd, who
was leader of the Opposition at that
time criticized the Government very
harshly, and said there would be a
deficit of $800,000 at the end of the
fiscal year June 30th, 1915. The Min­
ister of Finance then the present
leader of the Opposition, who always
tried to keep up his end of the plank,
in reply to Dr. Lloyd is reported in
the Hansard of 1915 as follows:—

“The position of this Colony to-day
“is no worse than that of any other
“British Colony in the Empire. Look
"around you at the depression which
“is in evidence all over the world—
“in Canada, in the United States, in
“England for the last twelve months.
"Why take Canada the most prosper­
ous country in the world. Last year
“they had a surplus of $30,000,000,
"and the Finance Minister in his
"statement the other day told the
“House that this year he will have a
“deficit of $10,000,000. How has that
“come about? Was not it due to the
“depression which has been felt in
“Canada during the present year.
“This is not the first time we have
“had deficits in Newfoundland, and
“we will have them again, but the
“blue ruin that has been painted here
“to-night is not going to happen.
"The truth of the matter is that this
“Colony is in as good a position as
“any other Colony in the Empire—is
“better off than any other Colony.
“There are people in this House that
"are prepared to give the Colony a
black eye, why should we send out
•“to the world to-night that we will
"have a deficit of $800,000,00 at the
“end of June. As I have stated be-
"fore depression is all around us,—
"in Canada, America and every where
"else, but they are not painting blue
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"ruin in these Countries. The Min­
ister of Finance of Canada painted
“no blue ruin, when he made his
“statements the other day that he ex­
pected a deficit of $10,000,000. He
“didn’t say that Canada was lost and
“gone forever as we have been hear­
ing from the other side of the House.
“I am tired and sick of hearing the
“story that is being told by the other
“side of the House by men who should
“have more interest in Newfoundland
"than to be speaking in this manner,
"and sending thestory of blue ruin
“broadcast as they are doing."

Well now we find that all the Op­
position has been doing since the
House opened is preaching “blue
ruin”, as blue as blue can be, but the
condition of the Colony is just as good
as the conditions anywhere else, and
much better than in most places. But
that is the position (the Minister of
Finance took in 1915, and there was
a big deficit. Therecan be no doubt
that the old ship will right herself.
This is not thefirst time, as we can
see by those speeches in 1915, that
conditions have been bad.

After I read Sir Michael Cashin’s
speech I was interested in going fur­
ther. Mr. Morine said in part:—“One
of the biggest merchants in the Upper
House gave his opinion that fish
prices cannot be expected to continue
as high as at present. I refer to the
Hon. Mr. Harvey. We must provide
for a stormy day. I presume Mr.
Harvey was speaking the opinion of
merchants as a whole, and that he
of party politics. It has been a curse
was chosen by the Government to
make that speech.

“Of late there have been speeches
“in the Council on theLabrador fish
“prices Bill which I had the pleasure
“of introducing. The opinion expres­
sed in these speeches was that the
"outlook for Labrador was very poor,
“and every merchant said that theout-

"fit would be smaller t his year than
“ever before. A certain merchant had
"refused supplies to seventy crews
“whom he had supplied last year.”

Mr. Speaker, from these speeches
delivered in this House in 1915, we
find that a very gloomy view was
taken of the prospects for supplies
for the summer fishery. The situa­
tion was extremely depressing.
There were no fish regulations in
1915. Now when the outlook for the
fishery is not as good as we would
wish we are told by the Opposition
that the Fish Regulations is the
cause of all our troubles.

The sane sensible unprejudiced
men of Water Street, who are not de­
pendent on the Banks to finance
their business so as to make it pos­
sible for them to supply for the fish­
ery, will tell you that what they have
to consider from a business point of
view, is, 'will it pay to outfit for the
fishery this year? It is only natural
that the price of fish will proportiona-
ly decrease in value with all other
commodities, hence the chief reason
why merchants are not very anxious
to invest in the fishery this year.

We are better off to-day compara­
tively than most other countries, but
we have to sit here and listen to blue
ruin speeches by members of the Op­
position. I thought last year that we
would not have the same thing re­
peated, but here we are in our second
session, and the old party strife is
being kept up in every possible way.
We find the Honorable members of
the Opposition fighting just as strong
ly as if a general election was being
staged to take place next month.

To get down to the amendment to
the Address in Reply. In 1918 Mr.
Hickman the then member for Bay
de Verde District who had a seat on
the opposite side of the House, in­
troduced a set of Resolutions deal­
ing with Prohibition. There was at
the time much sentiment in favor of
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Prohibition on both sides o£ the
House, and it was such a question
that Sir Edward Morris the shrewd
politician that he was, seeing there may
be a division in his ranks sized
up the situation at once and intimat­
ed to the House that he intended to
bring in a measure enbodying the
resolution before the Session closed.
The question was debated for a long
while by both sides of the House and
resulted in a;strict party vote, and the
resolutions were voted down. The Gov­
ernment voted down these resolutions
giving a reason that they intended to
introduce a bill embodying them.
Here we are asked to vote for the
amendment when it is obvious we are
bringing in a bill covering everything
theamendnient calls for, you notice
it on the order poper to-day for second
reading therefore we are not voting
for the amendment and we have a
precedent from the Morris Govern­
ment for not doing so. For these
reasons I cannot support the amend­
ment-to the Address in Reply.

THE HONOURABLE THE MINIS­
TER OF PUBLIC WORKS:—I wish to
make a few remarks on the subject
before the chair and to use the cus­
tomary phrase I do not intend to de­
lay the time of the House. I make
that statement sincerely but if I could
collect all the thoughts that have been
running through my mind in connec­
tion with matters talked about in this
House during the last few weeks, I
would delay the House for a consid­
erable time. I do not suppose I shall
collect half or one quarter of those
thoughts but I would like to make
some remarks with reference to state­
ments made by the other side of the
House and with reference to the trend
of the speeches delivered by them
Yesterday this House passed a vote
of censure on an article written in
what was supposed to have been a
Government paper. That vote was
passed unanimously. I think If we 

passed a vote of censure on unparlia­
mentary language and insults coming
from the other side we should have
not gone too far. I remember that
about eight years ago when I first
attended a session of this House, it
was under the leadership of Mr. Jus­
tice Kent who was then a member for
St. John’s East. I have to say we were
initiated into parliamentary procedure
by a gentleman and I think I can say
on behalf of the F.P.U., that we have
endeavored to follow in his footsteps
the example as shown to us when he
graced the chair the leader of the
Opposition now occupies. He was not
a member of the denomination to
which I belong but I must say that I
have as much respect for that gentle­
man as I have for any other man in
the country. He was honourable and
upright in his conduct. He proved
himself and acted the man. I cannot
say the same of some of the members
on the other side. A few of the
speeches from the other side have
been fairly decent, and I consider Mr.
Higgins to have driven his nail fairly
well but many of the others hammer­
ed the nail on the head till they split
the board in pieces and spoiled his
work. An argument followed by in­
sult had no effect. The same applies
to an article written in a paper. I
wish to tell this' House something
about the junior member for Ferry­
land, Mr. Moore, who posed before
this House as an advocate of economy
in the conduct of the public service.
Possessing as I do some knowledge
of that gentleman in connection with
a firm doing business for the Govern­
ment under various contracts I can­
not take the positions he advances
as being sincere. It pleased him to
resurrect a story I told last year in
this House and he certainly finished
it up with a very tragical ending. He
wanted to leave the impression that
because Jennings was Minister of
Public Works instead of Mr. Woodford
that a woman died at Harbor Main be­
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cause her husband called at the office
of Public Works and could not get a
script to procure a bottle of spirits.
I know I spoiled Mr. Moore's story
by asking where the man got what
was inside of him, and I here assert
the fact that he had drunk enough
spirits before calling at the office to
enable me to smell it half across the
office is sufficient proof to me that
Whatever happened to the poor wife
was not because the husband could
not obtain spirits from some source
and I certainly do not hold myself
responsible for the tragical ending of
Mr. Moore’s story. But this by the
way. I want to deal with Mr. Moore
as an economist in the expenditures
of public money.

This is the man who for seven years
as a Government contractor never
paid a cent duty on material imported
for these contracts, and this in spite
of the fact that every contract made
was to the contrary. I have been as­
sured by the chief officials in the
Public Works Department that they
never knew a contract drawer exclud­
ing duty on material required. Dur­
ing these 7 years this must have
amounted to a considerable sum and
the only way Mr. Moore could get the
rebate was with the connivance of
the Minister of Public Works and the
consent of the Minister of Finance.
Where, oh where was Mr. Cashin then?

This economist also was authorized
by the then Minister of Public Works
Woodford to import a mangle for ths
Sanatorium with a 25% profit on the
gross cost. There was no consultation
between the Superintendent and it ap­
pears on other opinion was asked.
Mr. Moore, of course, purchased the
most costly machine he could get as
every $100 it cost meant $25 to him.
The machine cost the Department
over $6,000 and we had to build a
house to put it in costing about a
thousand more. The Superintendent
of the institution gave as his opinion
that a suitable machine for their pur­

pose could be purchased for about
$350 and Mr. Moore had no more
practical knowledge in connection
with the purchase of a machine of
that nature than any of the ordinary
officials in the Department. No, Mr.
Speaker, the Hon. Member does not
like this talk but I would advise him
to sit still and take his medicine.
He evidently made good for himself
when he had the chance and is re­
ported to be worth about two hun­
dred thousand dollars to-day.

It is certainly a paying job to get
Government contracts under certain
conditions, but when such men pose
as purists it is going the limit,
and, Mr. Speaker, a few matters of
this kind go to prove that there is a
sprinkling of political hypocrites on
the Opposition side of the House.

As late as March this year this
gentleman presented another bill to
the Dept, of Public Works amounting
to between $5,000 and $6,000. Now
in respect of presenting bills, Mr.
Moore has a perfect right to present
a bill to the Public Works Dept, for
what he is owed as well as any
other Contractor. The bill in ques­
tion was in connection with a rise
in wages induced by a strike of the
Plumbers during the summer of 1919.
We asked for the correspondence in
connection with the whole affair, and
found among the rest a minute of
Council signed by the late Govt, on
November 14/T9. (The late Govern­
ment must have spent a very busy
day on that date judging by the num­
bers of minutes of Council that have
come to light since then, as having
been signed on Nov. 14th.) This min­
ute of Council granted Mr. Moore an
increase in his contract price equal
to the wage increase. According to
the correspondence that increase
amounted to $1.09 per day, and to
that amount Mr. Moore was justly
entitled, but when he presented his
bill he had an increase charged of
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?1.80 pei’ day, and also dated the In­
crease from the 1st June Instead of
the 15th July, (which was the date in
the Notice from the Plumbers Union)
and had straight time for the 18
months without any reduction for
holidays. We objected to the in­
crease beginning before the date set
by the Plumbers Union, and also call­
ed Mr. Moore’s attention to the fact
that no reduction in the time had been
made for holidays; he met our wishes
in this respect, but when we called
his attention to the 80c per day over
and above the increase in the wages,
he claimed this was for o verhead
expenses. Now although an “imbecile”
it struck me quite forcibly that Mr.
Moore had no right to that 80c per
day for overhead expenses, as it was
only an increase in wages and not an
increase in work that this matter
concerned, for that reason we have
refused to pay the bill, and it is lying
on my desk today. The last letter I
received from Mr. Moore in relation to
the bill was that he placed the mat­
ter in the hands of his Lawyer. Read­
ing between the lines it appears that
if the Minister of Public Works did
not pay this bill, he would have to
appear before the Court. Now 1 wish
to inform the Hon Gentleman and this
House that if Mr. Mooore wishes to
collect that bill for its present
amount, he will have to collect it
through the Courts or not get it at
all. We are ready to pay what is
honestly and justly owed him, but
why does Mr. Moore, who is so anx­
ious at this time for the welfare of
his country, send a bill to the Public
Works Dept., for almost double the
amount that was legally due him,
through which even a so called im­
becile could see through at first
sight.

There is another Gentleman oc­
cupying a seat on the other side of
the House, who comes in here blessed
with the privilege of education and 

birth, born with a silver spoon in his
mouth, but who uses his abilities to
despise and insult the men on this
side of the House who have not been
as fortunate in those respects, as
himself, but I think he outdid him­
self in a statement that he made to
this House to-day and excelled any­
thing that I heard during my eight
years experience in this House. I took
down the statement as he made it,
and with your permission, Mr. Speak­
er, I will read it to the House. “He
said while discussing the effect of the
Fish Regulations in certain sections
of the West Coast that if it had ef­
fected St. John’s East in the same
way, he would have headed a pro­
cession to go and tear the heart out
of the man who did it.” The Gentle­
man says he did say it and will stand
by it. Mr. Speaker, I want to tell
this House that in making such a
statement he discredited and disgrac­
ed himself, as a Newfoundlander, and
as a citizen of St. John's, he is a dis­
credit and a disgrace to the party to
which he belongs, and a discredit and
a disgrace to the seat he occupies in
the House, and my advice to him or
any other person with such rabid in­
tentions to obtain a Passport and
emigrate to Russia at the earliest
possible moment. This statement
will look pretty bad in black type
to-morrow. He was pleased a few
days ago while addressing this House,
to compare the F.P.U. men to a crowd
of imbeciles, who would not know the
truth when they heard it, but I want
to tell this gentleman that the F.P.U.
men whom he had addressed in those
insulting terms represent about 90,-
009 people in this House, and that the
fishermen of the North will send us
here just as long as they want to, re­
gardless of any opinion that the meni|r
mer for St. John’s East may hold, he
can go on and antagonize Green Bay,
Bonavista Bay and Trinity Bay if he
will, but you will find that St. John’s 
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will make a sorry showing without
the trade coming from those bays.

Mr. Fox:—Coaker said he was going
■to have the grass growing on the
Streets of St. John’s.

Minister Public Works:—I am not
aware that Mr. Coaker ever made
such a statement, but the member
for St. John’s East is doing more to­
ward that end by his attitude and
statements in this House, than any
other man in the country that I know
of. Now Mr. Speaker. I wish to dis­
cuss the abilities of this gentleman
from another viewpoint, the viewpoint
of the producer. Now what is the
value of this remarkable gentleman
to his country, has he ever produced
a dollars worth toward its wealth,
has he ever caught a dollar’s worth
of fish? Has he ever manufactured
a dollars worth of lumber, has he
ever dug a dollars worth of vegetables
or mineral from the earth? No sir, he
is simply a Lawyer going into court
and collecting legal fees. Now, Mr.
Speaker, I claim that the producer is
the back bone of any country, and
one of the things of which I feel proud
is looking back over my past life,
is that I have contributed in my hum­
ble way towards the' wealth of the
country in which I live, in common
with other of my fellow members, who
I have no doubt possess a record in
many cases far beyond my own. For
fifty years of my life I have caught
fish; built the boat in which the fish
was caught, made the traps or the
seine used in the taking of the fish,
built the shack which I occupied as
my home, and placed the products of
my labor on the markets of the coun­
try in fairly good condition. Now Mr.
Speaker, I will ask a question of this
House which class can this country
afford to do without best, the class
represented by the member from St.
John’se East or the class represented
by the F.P.U. The decision certainly
is in favor of the latter.

Mr. Fox interrupts.
Mr. JENNINGS:—Sit down and

take your medicine like a good little
boy.. Where would the lawyers col­
lect their fees if there was no one to
produce the wealth of the country. I
do not wish this House to understand
that I despise the legal profession, it
is quite necessary to have a few of
them around, but when they come to
dispise the men on whom this coun­
try depends, it is another question.
His statement that the Government
has spent $500,000 of the country’s
money in buying fish, is altogether
incorrect, as Mr. Halfyard has just
proven, but the statement is made
from the worst unworthy motives. In
order to paint the things in its black­
est colors. It looks as if that this
little talk of mine is getting inside
the skin of the gentleman in question,
but what I have said to him is not one
quarter what we have had to take
from him and his associates.

In regret that in this state­
ments my honorable friend does
not play the gentleman. He
shoots off at a tangent and says things
that I believe in his saner moments
he would wish unsaid. I once thought
of suggesting that if he selected a
coat of arms that he choose as his
selection a hatchet and scalping
knife as quite in keeping with his
attitude at times in this House. I
think that the business of this House
would be far better conducted if all
personalities were left out and a man
treated as a gentleman though he may
have a rough exterior.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Your advice
is cheap.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—I don’t think you will say
though that it is not sincere.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—I’m getting
doubtful about you.

MR. MACDONNELL:—I would like
to rise to a point of order, Mr. Speak
er. A few days ago Sir John Crosbie 
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and Mr. Hibbs were cross-flring for
.half an hour and you did not bring
them to order.

HON. MR. SPEAKER:—I did call
them to order, sir.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—I next propose to make a
few remarks on the Fish Regulations.
I supported these Regulations be­
cause I believed they were necessary
to the prosperity of this country.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Because you
had no sense.

HON MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—Mr. Speaker, I have nevei
pretended that I held a premium on
knowledge or common sense, but I
have tried to use the learning with
which the Almighty provided me for
the betterment of my fellowman and
not to abuse any privilege in so do­
ing which I may possess. When the
leader of the Opposition uses the
privilege of this House to make such
imputations, he abuses his privileges
and shows that he at least is en
dowed with onef particular quality
which is best defined by a word which
begins with an I. (ignorance.)

I was going on, Mr. Speaker, to re­
fer to my .experience as a fisherman.
I began at the age of 10 and have
gone through most of the phases of
the industry as conducted in New­
foundland. Looking back over these
years I can easily recall the uncei
tainty and dissatisfaction existing
among the fishermen chiefly owing to
the fact that they never knew what
the value of their product would be.
There was not alone the uncertainty
of the catch but the uncertainty 01
the price which very often was the
merest pittance and I can well re­
member in the fall of 1908 when fish
was absolutely unsaleable at any
price. To hear some people talk you
would think there was never any
trouble with Newfoundland fish be­
fore the advent of the Fish Regula­
tions. Only the men who were direct­
ly concerned in the fisheries knew 

the difficulties in making ends meet
and procuring anything like a decent
living from such an uncertain source.

This feeling in the Summer and Fall
of 1919 reached a higher crisis prob­
ably, than ever before. The price of
provisions and outfits in 1919 was so
high that the puzzle with the fisher­
men was, “How are we to continue
the business and conduct it so as to
assure ourselves a living wage?”
That was the position and that was
the reason the Fish Regulations were
introduced and why I supported them.
When the Regulations were passed
everyone thought they were safe­
guarded in every respect. It was the
work of the Advistory Board and the
Exporters Association to submit the
best rules possible for the benefit of
this country, and if this thing has not
been conducted properly, on them let
the blame rest. I state the Regula­
tions have not been given a fair test
at all. By a certain section of the
press they were bitterly opposed and
editorials were written day after day
till they became a sing-song. On the
other hand what no one in Newfound­
land could foresee was the amount of
fish the Norwegians had to place on
the markets abroad, and I don’t think
it is fair to overlook -this tremendous
disadvantage. Everyone knew the
British Government had bought Nor­
wegian fish for three years and had
sold it back to Norway again, but no­
body knew that the Norwegians had
all this fish on hand and were putting
it on the European .market and were
ready to sacrifice it at any price. This
is one of the greatest causes, helped
and intensified by the attitude of the
Press ,why the Regulations did not
.succeed. However, it was understood
that they were not as the laws of the
Medes and Persians that could not be
changed, but could be taken off if
they did not work. I think this, the
members of the Government clearly
understood, was to be done early in 
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this session and would have been
done but for the delay o£ the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
through causes over which he had
no control, in getting home after his
visit to the foreign markets. A lot of
argument has been produced to show
that all the trouble and misery of
which we hear so much is due entire­
ly to the Regulations. .Now, Mr. Speak­
er, it is not the Regulations that have
left the Lunenburg bankers, with one
exception, unable to pay off their
crews after the season’s work.
have the information from a thorough­
ly reliable man that only one crew in
Lunenburg was paid their wages and
that social and church work in that
town was practically at a standstill
owing to shortage of cash for which
this fact was chiefly accountable.
Was this due to the Regulations? Ac­
cording to what we have been told
they should be better off because
we had regulations and they did­
n’t. Again, take the position of
the small millowner, was it the
regulations that put him on his back.
The mills went flat in the district of
Twillingate, but that was not due to
the regulations. In connection with
the buying of the Labrador fish which
has been pronounced such a great

-- crime and which Mr. Fox termed a
robbery. What about it? I want to
say that not one dollar of that money
went to Twillingate, but I have no
doubt that if the men of that district
were here at the time and could not
dispose of their cargoes they would
have been dealt with the same as the
others. You may say it was' uncon­
stitutional to buy it, but what was the
wisest thing to be done? Was it to
leave these men to return to their
homes with their fish unsold left in
their vessels’ holds, with no money
and no provisions for themselves and
their families for the winter and
eventually to face, starvation or able-
bodied relief, or to buy the fish 

through the source it was arranged
and so enable these men to provide
means for their families through the
hard winter and spring. I am quite
certain what the Leader1 of the Op­
position would have done if he had to
deal with it. He would "d— the law’’
and everything else that was in the
way.

Many charges have been made in
this House in connection with the
Union Trading Company and Mr.
Coaker’s position as a merchant. The
different Companies of the F. P. U
are made up of about 4,000 share­
holders, almost all of whom are
fishermen, and made what little
money they may possess through the
fishery. Mr. Coaker’s position is
Manager ofthose Companies for which
he is paid a certain salary to conduct
the business of the different Com­
panies. He is not a merchant in the
sense of the term that he is in busi­
ness making profits for himself. As
a matter of fact profits or losses made
by the business belong to the differ­
ent Companies, and not to the man­
ager. Mr. Coaker could resign his
position when he chose, leaving the
F. P. U. to select another manager.
What I state in connection with those
matters are perfectly correct in every
way. As to the insinuations about
the F. P. U. men in the House of As­
sembly being hirelings in the pay and
the pocket of one man, they are ab­
solutely incorrect. I know only two
of the F. P. U. men in the House of
Assembly who are receiving a salary
from any of the F. P. U. Companies.
I have been connected with the F.P.U.
for about ten years, during six months
of that time I was in the service of
the Trading Company; the rest of
the ten years I have held my own row,
and the most of the other F. P. U.
men stand in the same position. We
come here as independent as any
person who ocupies a seat in this



128 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

House, and it is not because we lis­
ten to the low down insults and in­
sinuations that we are guilty o£ the
charges made against us. The F.P.U.
did not choose their men tor the
House o£ Assembly because o£ their
education or oratory, but £or their
honesty and desire tO' stand by right­
eous principles, and they will send
their men to the House of Assembly
as long as they carry out their wishes
in this respect, but when they fail to
do so they will turn them down, and
I for one, when I fail to carry out the
principles and wishes of the men who
sent me here, I am willing to accept
my defeat.

MR. CASHIN—When you got money
enough made.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: —
Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt the
Leader of the Opposition is measuring
me in his own bushel, but I would
like to inform him that Twillingate
District is a poor place for wrecks.
Now to listen to the statements made
in this House, you would be under
the impression that all the plums
were given to the North—what about
the District of Ferryland and the
Railway which covers that section of
the country, a Railway which has
been a financial burden to the coun­
try, not only in its construction but
also in its maintenance, and this was
well knowp. before the first sod was
turned; btf? it happened that the pres­
ent leader of the Opposition, Sir
Michael Cashin, was a member for the
District of Ferryland, and held a
prominent position in the Morris Ad­
ministration. He wanted that Railway
probably for his own convenience, and
I can imagine him going to the Gov­
ernment, and demanding that he get
it. I can picture him putting the
proposition to his leader, Sir Edward
Morris, and in his well known bully­
ing way, saying: Morris, I want that
Railway, and you must give me that

Railway, I am going to have that
Railway, if not I will bust up your
Government. And he gets the Rail­
way, no doubt, on those terms, but
the country both North and South had
to bear the burden of its construction
and also its maintenance. What
about the Argentia terminal? A
considerable amount of money, so we
were told, has been spent there in
labor. Would not this amount tc
Placentia’s share of help from Gov­
ern funds, as there is no doubt what­
ever, a great portion of the outlay
was paid in wages to labourers who
would feel the benefit of it in help­
ing to provide for the wants of their
families.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Say, what
about the Port Union Railway.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: —
The story has been told in connection
with this Railway and it appears that
the present leader of the Opposition
was one of the strongest supporters
toward granting that concession to
Port Union, and believed at the time
that it was quite justifiable and only
right and proper that a business of
the proportion which was carried on
at Port Union was entitled to a spur
line from Catalina. I well remember
that last year the leader of the Op­
position charged me with being a
party to a bargain in this connection,
as my price for joining the National
Government. I want to state again
what I said at the time the charge
was made, that I know nothing, what­
ever, about any such concession be­
ing asked for, and it had no influence
whatever on my action in consenting
to the National Government. The late
Government has been trying to blow
their trumpets to the country in re­
lation to the Surplus Funds on hand
when they went out of power, to my
mind there is no credit, whatever, due
to them for having a surplus. It is
quite true that during the war this
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country prospered, prices went up,
and revenue increased accordingly. It
was simply a question for the Govern­
ment at the time to collect the
revenue and spend it, and it looks to
me that it was more of an accident
than anything else that a surplus
was left, as there did not appear at
the time any particular object for
which it could be reasonably dis­
posed.

In relation to the Fish Regulations,
I believe it was understood by the
members of the Government side of
the House that they were to be taken
off. It was unfortunate that the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries was not
here at the opening of the House, and
it was clear to any reasonable man
that the Government was not justified
in dealing with this matter till he
arrived, but I am ofthe opinion that if
Mr. Coaker had been present in this
country when the House opened that
the leader of the Opposition would
have never had the chance to intro­
duce his amendment. I believe the
chief object in introducing this
amendment was to embarrass the
Government, believing this, and
knowing that the Government intend­
ed to introduce Legislation to the
same effect, I am not prepared to
vote for the amendment before the
Chair.

On motion the debate on the Ad­
dress in Reply was adjourned until
tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a Message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled, "An
Act to amend the Women’s Patriotic
Trust Fund Act, 1920," without am­
endment.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
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Monday afternoon next, at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, April 25th, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant ta
adjournment.

MR. ABBOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Jamestown in the Dis­
trict of Bonavista asking for tele­
phone communication. I might say,
sir, that this petition is very largely
signed by the inhabitants of James-*
town and Portland and moreover this
is the seventh or eighth time that pe­
titions have been presented from thig
part of Bonavista Bay on the sam<3
subject. I trust that the Govern-,
ment will now be able to see their;
way clear to grant the prayer of this
petition and I ask that it be received
and refered to the department to
which it relates.

MR. WINDSOR:—Mr. Speaker, I
beg to support the prayer of that
petition.

Sir John Crosbie gave notice of
questions, 11.

Mr. Moore gave notice of question.
Dr. Jones gave notice of question.
Mr. Sullivan gave notice of ques­

tion, 1, 2, 3.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of

question 1, 2, 3,'4, 5, 6, 7.
Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice

that he would on tomorrow move that
a Select Committee of three be ap­
pointed to confer with a Committee
of three from the Great War Veter­
ans’ Association in the matter of
Pensions and Gratuities to Newfound­
land Soldiers and Sailors who served
in the Great War and their depend­
ents.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Mr. Speaker;
with your permission I woud like to
read to the House a set of Resolutions
that were sent to me for presentation
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to the House o£ Assembly from the
Burin Board of Trade. They read as
follows:
To the Honourable House of Assem­

bly in Legislative Session con­
vened.

Gentlemen,—
At a meeting of the Burin Board

of Trade held at Burin on April 14th,
GALLEY—59
1921, the following resolutions werq
passed:—

THAT WHEREAS there is an Act)
on the Statute Book entitled “The
Codfish Exportation Act” and

WHEREAS the provisions of the
Act have acted injuriously on the
fish exporters of the South West)
Coast, and the present deplorable
conditions existing are due to thq
operation of the said Act,

BE IT RESOLVED that this Board
of Trade request the repeal of the
said act, in all its provisions as per­
taining to the Exportation and Stan­
dardization of codfish from this coun#
try; and

WHEREAS it has come to thg
knowledge of this Board that in No-#
vember last the sum of $500,000 was
appropriated for the purchase of
Labrador fish by the Government,
and that this sum was placed at the
disposal of certain persons,

BE IT RESOLVED that this Board
emphatically protest against the dis­
crimination in trade against one sec,
tion of the country in favour of the
other, and this Board foresee the>
grave danger of outfitting fishermen
for the coming season, in view of tl|e
fact that the same discrimination)
may be used again, and hereby .wish
to register our protest against the
use of public funds of the Colony
for individual purposes; and

WHEREAS the present Government)
has taken advantage of the “War
Measures Act” to keep in existence
the Food Control Board, and has pro­
hibited the importation of sugar into 

this Colony to the detriment o,
trade,. and added to the cost of liv­
ing.

BE IT RESOLVED that this Board
request the removal of the restrict/
ions and the abolition of the Food
Control Board, in the interests of the
country in general; and

WHEREAS we are in possession
of facts to show that salt was pur­
chased last year in St. Pierre and
elsewhere and taken to St. John’s
and sold at, a loss to the country, and
which loss is chargeable to the pub­
lic funds of the Colony.

BE IT RESOLVED that this Board
again protest against such action by
the Government, and request the col­
lection of any amounts that may be
owing to the Treasury by privatq
individuals on account of salt pur­
chases; and

WHERAS it has been repeatedly
brought to the notice of this Boards
through the captains of our foreign-
going vessels that the Trade Com­
missioners appointed by the Govern,
inent are, firstly, lacking in know­
ledge of the language of the people
with whom they have to deal, and
secondly, are lacking in business
ability to handle business entrusted
to them.

BE IT RESOLVED that we protest;
against the keeping in office of per­
sons, who are paid from the public
funds of the Colony, and from wtfom
we derive no benefit;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that)
a copy of these resolutions be for­
warded to His Excellency the Gov^
ernor, the Legislative Council, the
Leader of the Opposition, S. J. Footer
M.H.A., and J. T. Cheeseman, M.H.A,

Burin Board of Trade,
GEO. A. BARTLETT,

President,
Burin, Nfld., April 15, 1921.
Mr. Bennett asked the Hou. the

Minister of Justice who is the Doctor
Killam whd appears to have got 
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seven hundred and fifty dollars from
the General Contingencies Account
under the heading of "Magistrate,
Labrador,” and for what services he
received this money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
the absence of the Minister of Justice
I may say that that information will
be available tomorrow.

Mr. Bennett asked the Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, to lay on the table of the House
a copy of the report of Mr. J. M.
Forbes on ore taxation, and a detail­
ed statement of the items making up
the sum of $1,575.00 which he was
paid in relation thereto.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I have
asked the Deputy Minister of Finance
and Customs to furnish that informa­
tion.

Mr. Bennett asked ±he Hon. the
Prime Minister if his attention has
been called to the declaration of Hon.
the Minister of. Marine and Fisheries,
Hon. W. F. Coaker, to the Annual
Convention of the F. P. U. opened at
Port Union on Thursday, November
27th, 1919, as reported in “The Advo­
cate” of that date, in which the Presi­
dent of the F. P. U. declared that “the
expenditure of public departments of
the Government for the past ten
years will be investigated by compet­
ent men and a general clean-up will,
I hope, result”; if it is the intention
of the Government to carry out such
investigation, and if not, why not?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—In
reply to that question, I might say
that my attention to that declaration
has not been called by my colleagues,
and the matter has not at any time
been considered by the Executive
Government.

Mr, Bennett asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the
Minister of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the table of the House a state­
ment showing the quantity of flour, 

pork, beef, tea, and other foodstuffs,
remaining in the stores of the Fur­
ness Withy Co., Harvey & Co., and
other steamboat premises in this city
with duty unpaid; also the names of
the importers of the same; the period
for which each shipment has Iain
there; the amount of duty unpaid
thereon; and what steps have been
taken by the Government to enforce
Sections 28 and 29 of the Customs
Management Act in regard to the
same, and if no steps have been tak­
en, why they have not been taken?

HON THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
have asked the Deputy Minister of
Finance and Customs to prepare a
statement, and I judge that it will be
ready tomorrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
beg to table the information, which
is as follows:

Mr. Moore asked the Prime Minister
who are the censors of moving pic-;
tures, if they are paid any salary, and
if so, how much; and to table a state­
ment showing all amounts paid to
these parties for services in said cap­
acity from the first of January, 1920,
up to date.

The names and salaries of the mov­
ing picture censors ars as follows:

Name Salary
W. J. Carroll .. .. $375.00 per annum
T. D. Carew .. .. $250.00 per annum. 1

Payments made to these gentlemen
' in respect of services from January
1st, 1920, to March 31st, 1921, are as
follows:
W. J. Carroll .. ....................$526.53
T. D. Carew (from October,

1920)................................. $124.98
MR. FOX:—Asked Hon. the Colonial

Secretary, or other proper official
head:
(a) How many barrels of flour, gal-
/ Ions of molasses and pounds of

tea have been issued in the Dis­
trict of Burgeo and LaPoile as
Poor Relief, permanent, casual or
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emergency, from March 1st, 1920,
to March 31st, 1921.

(b) Have the Relieving Officer's sign­
ed returns of all such Public
Charities, covering the period
named above, for the said Dis­
trict, tabled, and

(c) The names of the merchants sup­
plying such flour, molasses and
tea, and the prices charged there­
for by the said merchants, indi­
vidually.

MR. LEWIS:—Asked the Hon the
Pime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lay on the table of the House a de­
tailed statement of the expenses for
which the Hon. Dr. Campbell appears
to have been paid $2,000 “for travel­
ling expenses to Canada,” whether
there is any foundation for this alleg­
ation, and if so what steps the Gov­
ernment is going to take to deal with
this matter.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
have called the attention of the De­
puty Minister of Finance to that state­
ment and if there are any details they
will be furnished to-morrow.

Mr. Lewis asked Hon. the Prime
Minister to lay on the table of the
House a statement showing for what
Dr. Mosdell received the sum of
$875.00 on account of General Con­
tingencies in connection with the
hand book; and to lay on the table of
the House copy of the same.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The Deputy Minister of Finance is go­
ing to let the House have a memor­
andum in reply to that question.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries if it is cor­
rect that a number of people in the
District of Harbor Grace who sold
their fish to Mr. George Gosse, M.H.
A. for that district, have been unpaid,
and if any of this fish was part of the
stock of GG casks which Mr. Gosse
sold to G. M. Barr a few months ago
and for which he received cash; and 

if any of this fish was taken by Mr.
Gosse from these people and not paid
for, will the Government intervene to
see that they are paid; also if a num.
ber of men of Bay Roberts sold or
put off their fish to Fradsham & Co.
Ltd., or were employed by the said
Company in its fishing operations on
Labrador and remain unpaid for their
fish or their services; if Hon. R. A.
.Squires was a partner, guarantor,
creditor or mortgagor of the said
Company, and if so what is the rela­
tion of Hon. R. A. Squires thereto,
and if it is possible for the Fisheries
Department or any other department
of the Government to secure -that
these people shall be paid the
amounts due them by this firm, and
if so will he take steps to see that
they are paid, as they are represented
to be in great need at the present
time.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
As soon as the reply comes it will be
tabled.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon. the
Prime Minister if the distribution or
able bodied relief has been suspended
in Harbor Grace proper while same
is continued in all the outlying settle­
ments such as Island Cove, Bryant’s
Cove, and Spaniard’s Bay, and what
is the reason for the suspension or
cutting off of Poor Relief in Harbour
Grace proper at the present time;
also who is the Relieving Officer in
Harbor Grace and if his action has
been taken as a result of instructions
from the Poor Commissioner here, or
on his own account, and if in the
latter case, to lay on the table a copy
of any report or letter from him
justifying this action.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The attention of the Commissioner of
Public Charities has been called to
that question, but no reply has yet
been received.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if his attention has 
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been called to the declaration of Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Hon. W. F. Coaker, to the Annual
Convention of the F. P. U. opened at
Port Union on Thursday, November
27th, 1919, as reported in "The Advo­
cate” of that date, in which the Presi­
dent of the F. P. U. declared that
more stringent laws should be enact­
ed respecting bribery and corruption
at elections, coupled with a charge
that “clergymen, as well as fishermen
were in some cases open to the in­
fluence and intimidation that flow
from receiving public grants and
special favors."

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
With respect to that question, I would
say that my attention was not called
to an observation of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries made on Nov­
ember 27th, 1919. I did not see a
copy of the paper to which reference
has been made, nor was the matter
referred to Council or considered by
them at any time.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister who is E. S. Henne-
bury, who appears to have received
a pension of $1,249.98; what depart­
ment he was connected with, and
what salary he received before being
pensioned.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
beg to table the information.

Mr. E. S. Hennebury was formerly
telegraph operator and cable repairer
at Beaverton, N.D.B. After being
connected with the public service
since the year 1868, he was pensioned
from the 1st January, 1920, upon an
annual allowance of $1,000. Previous
to being pensioned his salary was
$114.25 per month.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs to lay on the table of the
House a statement showing for what
the Hon. S. J. Foote was paid the
sum of $10,371.12 in relation to an ac­

tion between the schooner "General
Currie” and the s.s. “Portia”; to lay
on the table of the House a copy of
all correspondence in relation to this
matter, and to furnish detailed state­
ment of the items making up this
amount.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
That information will be forthcoming
during the afternoon.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the table of
the House a statement showing for
what the Food Control Board was
paid the sum of twelve hundred dol­
lars; all correspondence and docu­
ments in relation thereto, and a
statement showing the items making
up that amount.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
have a memorandum from the Deputy
Minister of Finance and Customs who
is preparing that information and
will have it ready tomorrow.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if his attention has
been called to the declaration of Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Hon. W. F. Cpaker, to the Annual
Convention of the F P. U. opened at
Port Union on Thursday, November
27th, 1919, as reported in “The Advo­
cate” of that date, namely. “That the
Minister of Fisheries has appointed
Mr. George Hawes, of Alicante, to be
his consulting agent at Europe, as
Mr. Hawes is probably the most ex­
perienced man procurable, having
conducted a big fish business on be­
half of the Newfoundland trade in
Spain the past, ten years which has
proven successfully”; and if this is
the same Mr. Hawes who was describ­
ed by the Minister of Marine and Fish
eries in The Advocate newspaper last
week as being a man who was doing
irreparable injury to our fishery trade
through his practise of handling fish
on consignment; and is Mr. Hawes
still acting as agent for the New­
foundland Government, and if he is, 
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does the Government propose to con­
tinue him in that capacity.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
My attention was not called to the
article in question, nor was the mat­
ter referred to the Executive Govern­
ment at any time. I know but only
one Mr. Hawes, the fish agent.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—I would like
to know if the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries 's in the country, and if he
is too ill to come back again. I am
not going to take this method of
answering.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
understand that he has been ill for
some days.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—He should be
in his place in the House and not
have debate going on in this form.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, what the nature of the coal
investigation for which ij.he Anglo-
American Development Co. was paid
$7,347.78 from the Account of General
Contingencies, a copy of any report
made in relation thereto, and a de­
tailed statement of the items making
up this amount.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
The Deputy Minister of Agriculture
and Mines is preparing the informa­
tion and I will have it to-morrow.

Mr. Moore asked the Mnister of Pub
lie Works to lay on the table of the
House a statement showing the con­
sumption of “splits” during the calen
dar year 1920 and to show the saving,
if any, to the Colony in material and
value.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—That information is being
prepared.

Mr. Moore asked Hon. the Prime
Minister to lay on the table of the
House a statement showing the total
amount paid by the Government De­
partments for advertising in a book on
the Road Commission by Mr. R. Hibbs,

M.H.A. for Fogo, during the last year,
and to state what value, if any, the
Government expected to receive from
advertising in this publication.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
beg to table that information: The
total amount paid by the Government
Departments for advertising in the
Road Commission Book, issued last
year, was $80.00.

Mr. Bennett asked the Hon. the
Premier if it is the intention'of the
Government to introduce Bill to re­
peal:
(1) The Imports and Exports Re­

striction Act, 1918, under which
the import ot sugar was recently
prohibited.

(2) The War Measures Act, 1914.
(3) The Food Stuffs Act, 1914.
(4) The Articles of Commerce Act,

1916.
(5) The Food Control Act, 1917.
(6) Section 259 of the Customs Act,

empowering the Governor in
Council to prohibit, amongst other
things, the exportation of fish.

(7) The Fish Regulations Act, 1920.
Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the

Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
any arrangements have been made by
him on behalf of the Colony or by the
Government by which Mr. George-
Hawes is to receive any financial com­
pensation for alleged claims by bin.
against the Colony arising out of the
operation of the fishery regulations
and if any contracts or agreements
oral or in writing have been entered
into between Mr. Hawes on the one
hand and the Minister of Fisheries or
any other Minister on behalf of the
Government on the other hand with
that object in view, and if so to lay
on the table of the House a summary
of the same.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
would ask that that question remain
until to-morrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
beg to lay upon the table of the House 
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a reply to question 11 on Order Paper
of the 20th.

1. Yes, to examine the coal areas
owned by the St. George’s Coal Fields,
Ltd.

2. Coal deposits near Howley.
3. Wililam Noel, Thos. J. Freeman,

P.. Furlong, J. M. Forbes, G. Hudson.
4. As the report deals altogether

with the deposits on the private pro­
perty of the St. George’s Coal Fields,
Ltd., it is not considered advisable
that it should be published.

5. D. B. Dowling, report and
Investigation...................... $1,500.00

Reid Nfld. Co., fares .. t.. 19.15

$1,519.15
MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Speaker: I

would like to ask the Prime Minister
what has been done in reference to
the recommendation made before the
Bar of the House last week in re­
lation to the raising of certain money
on Government guarantee from the
Bank for the unemployed of St. John’s?
Has any guarantee been given the
Municipal Council or has anything
been done outside of what we saw in
the papers over the expenditure of
that fifty thousand dollars that was
passed in this House and appropriated
last year for the re-building of the
Long Bridge? I presume it is alright;
but there must be some guarantee giv­
en by the Government before they
can advance one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars more to the Munici­
pal Council. I would like to know the
negotiations concluded in this respectl

HON.' THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Speaker: For the information of
the House I will relate the circum
stances in so far as I have personal
knowledge of them. On Saturday of
last week I had an interview with
Mr. Ryan,. City Engjneen. and Mr.
Mullaly, the Acting Chairman of the
City Commission. As it had been re­
presented by a workingman’s commit­
tee that great poverty existed in St.
John’s among the different artisans 

and laboring class of people generally,
I asked Mr. Mullaly or Mr. Mullaly
asked, me to meet a committee of
Council on Monday at noon. I met the
Commissioners and the proposition
was discussed as follows: Mr. Ryan
suggested to have 100 men employed
by Wednesday and increase that num­
ber. by 100 men per day up to Satur­
day and by Monday of this week to
have 500 men employed. But he also
pointed out that it was necessary for
the Council to telegraph to New York
for certain water pipe, without which
the work could not progress to any
considerable extent; also he said that
it would be necessary to make ar­
rangements with the Government to
get 1,000 feet of G inch water pipe to
cope with the new water connection
in Water Street West and thus ensure
a satisfactory supply of water to the
Poor Asylum. On that occasion the
City Engineer overlook the fact that
it would not be possible to start work
until he had possession of the lands
the pipes had to go through and in
order to do this proper notice had to
be given and plans had to be drawn
With the result that on Saturday after
noon no further steps were taken, but
I understand they were to be taken
this morning.

Regarding the fifty thousand dollars
for St. John’s West in connection with
the construction of Long Bridge it is
the intention to build a new bridge of
steel construction that will be about
twice the size of the present one. and
♦he new water main of the city will
be laid under the river, because the
City Engineer thought the vibration
of the bridge might be the cause of
injury to the main pipes and the dis­
rupting of seams. :Mr. Ryan told me
that it is the intention of the Council
to put a new main across the Bridge.
<tnd the question was being debated
as to whether that should be done in
conjunction with the bridge or tunnel­
led in The work is in the hands of
the Government and the City Engineer 
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rather than the Department of Public
Works as it was thought that if the
Department of Public Works had con­
trol, it might give a political signi­
ficance to the work.

With respect to the loan necessarj
I went to see the Manager of the
Canadian Bank of Commerce and he
has communicated with Head Office,
who, naturally, decided to take a little
time to consider the matter, and the
Manager told me this morning that he
had received a reply which he consid­
ered favourable, but that he was
awaiting answers to certain other
messages, and he would give me a
definite reply to-morrow morning.
The Government has given the Can­
adian Bank of Commerce all the se
curity they require for the loan. On
Monday there was a morning session
of the [Municipal (Council and Mr.
Ryan, the City Engineer, told the
Council that he anticipated that on
to-morrow he would have twenty-five
men on preparatory work, fifty more
on the Parade Ground, and fifteen men
in at the Sandpit on Topsail Road,
making a total of ninety men, and that
by Wednesday he hoped to increase
it by fifty more, and so on until all
the unemployed were working.

The registration list of unemployed
shows a total of four hundred and
twenty-two, a number of these being
single men, but some of them married
men with large 'families. The Chair­
man of the Council told me this morn­
ing that he would have a conference
with the three leaders of the Work­
ingmen’s Council, and that they would
go over the list together, so that the
most needy cases might be selected
for employment first.

MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Speaker, I
wish to express my appreciation and
I think the appreciation as well of
my colleague? of St. John’s East, that
something is being done to relieve the
present situation. There were rumors
around town regarding the moneys
for this purpose, and I am glad to 

know that the banks will advance the
necessary money to the City Council.
I Intended to give notice of a resolu.
tion in this connection. What we
want to do is to look after the people
who are hungry and needy, and I
hope those in charge of the work,
when using discrimination, will use it
with mercy, and not turn a man
down because he has not a large
family. There are many young men
today in just as bad circumstances as
married men. I hope that the Gov­
ernment will continue in this project
and that the necessary money will
be forthcoming tomorrow, and that
there will be no delay with regard to
this work, and I request that the
Hon. the Prime Minister see that
something tangible be done to em­
ploy any man who proves himself
worthy of consideration.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Speaker, I feel sure that the men
of St. John’s East and West will ap­
preciate the public spirit of Mr. Ben­
nett with regard to this matter. I did
not say that the bank had guaranteed
the money, but that the Manager had
received a satisfactory reply from
head office and that he would let me
know definitely tomorrow morning. I
may say that in discussing this mat­
ter with the Council that I told them
that if the Canadian Bank of Com­
merce refused to give this . loan, I
would submit to the Legislature the
necessity of getting a Ioan for this
work.

Mr. Bennet moved and Hon. the
Prime Minister seconded the follow­
ing resolution:

“RESOLVED: That a Select Com­
mittee of this House be appointed
with power to send for persons, pap­
ers and things, and to take evidence
on bath to enquire into the proceed­
ings of the ‘Food Control Board’ so-
called, and especially into the pur­
chase of sugar, and contracts for
sugar, whereby certain persons, firms 
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and companies were relieved of oner­
ous obligations, and heavy losses
which they would have incurred, but
which were imposed instead upon the
taxpayers of the Colony,”

This resolution was carried un­
animously.

Notice of Motion
MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Speaker, I

rise for the purpose of moving a
Resolution, and, Jf you will permit
me. Sir, I will read it for the benefit
of the House, as this matter is a very
important one, and I trust that it will
receive the consideration that its im­
portance warrants. You will remem­
ber, Mr. Speaker, that it was in the
early part of last week that I first
gave this notice of question. On
Thursday last the Prime Minister
stated that he was having some en­
quiries made into the matter and he
asked to have it deferred until today.
The Resolution is:

“That a Select Committee of this
House be appointed with power to
send for persons, papers and things,
and to take evidence on oath to en­
quire into the proceedings of the
Food Control Board, so called, and
especially into the purchase of sugar,
and contracts fo- sugar, whereby
certain firms and companies weie re­
lieved of onerous obligations, and
heavy losses which they would hive
incurred, but which were imposed in­
stead upon the taxpayers of the
Colony.”

In moving this Resolution, I desire
to impress upon the House that it It
not done for any partisan objj'jr.
This is a question that has been agit­
ating the public mind for a' consider­
able time past, and in view of cir­
cumstances that arose recently. Fol­
lowing a question asked the Prime
Minister by me, a statement appeal’.
ed in the Auditor General’s Report
showing that a loss of between $190,-
000 and $200,000 was sustained on
this article, and that amount not al­

together on sugar handled in New­
foundland at all, but rather on sugar
that never reached this country. £
submit that that is an important and
far-reaching statement and one that
calls for an unusual investigation, not
alone In relation to this point, but in
relation to the whole work of the
Food Control Board since its incep­
tion. It is an admitted fact that con­
siderable hardships have been suf­
fered by the people, and considerable
losses have been incurred on account
of sugar, and it is only right and
proper that this House should be In
possession of all the facts. I do not
in any way impute any wrong-doing
to the members of the Food Control
Board, as individuals. They are all
estimable gentlemen as far as I
know; but through some means,
either by an error of judgment or bad
judgment or bad business tactics or
short-sightedness or that they were
badly advised, this Colony has been
subject to a considerable loss. There­
fore, Mr. Speaker, I think that if a
committee of five members of this
House, I submit to your decision,
were appointed, and on which I think
it would be advisable to have a couple
of legal gentlemen who are capable
of examining under oath, to conduct
the fullest investigation, that it would
be received by the whole community
with acceptance. This question has
been agitating the public mind so
long that it is about time to have it
cleared up. Therefore, I have much
pleasure in moving the Resolution.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Speaker, I beg to second the mo­
tion made by my hon. friend, the
Member for St. John’s West. As has
been said by Mr. Bennett, the ques­
tion of the conducting of an investiga­
tion of the Food Control Board is not
a partisan one, because the Board
comprises a body of representative
citizens, who were appointed in ac­
cordance with an Act passed in 1917.
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A year ago tho. Board was enlarged,
by an Act passed by the Legislature,
from three to five or six members. Its
former constitution was the Hon. Sir
P. T. McGrath, Editor of “The Even­
ing Herald,” as Chairman, Mr. Le-
Messurier, Assistant Collector of
Customs, and Mr. George Grimes. Mr.
McGrath resigned and in his stead
was appointed Mr. Mews; Mr. Le-
Messurier remains a member of the
committee; Mr. George Grimes re­
signed, and in his stead was appoint­
ed Mr. McKay, who, I think, was then
the immediate ex.President of the
Board of Trade. The powers of the
Food Control Board were enlarged to

• include representatives of the ’Long­
shoremen’s Protective Union and the
Newfoundland Industrial Workers’
Association, and, if I remember right­
ly, Mr. McGrath, who at that time was
either the then President or ex-Pres-
ident of the L. S. P. U., and Mr. Noel,
who was either the then President or
ex-President of the N. I. W. A. were
appointed additional members of the
Board. The Government welcomes
the fullest investigation as to the
conduct of the Food Control Board,
appointed as they were by the Gov­
ernment under an Act passed in 1917.
I feel quite certain that the investi­
gation, whatever it discloses as to
judgment or business capacity, will
evidence to the House and to the
country one thing, and that is the un­
tiring efforts on the part of those
gentlemen who comprise the Board
to do the best they could in accord­
ance with the interests of the whole
country. Might I suggest that a com­
mittee of three be appointed for a
start. Later, if necessary, an en­
largement could be made.

MR. BENNETT:—Might I impress
upon the House how essential it is to
have legal gentlemen on the Commit­
tee. If the Government is nominat­
ing a legal man, I would suggest Mr.
Higgins from this side.

HON. THE PRIMEl MINISTER:—
Three representatives would probab­
ly be sufficient, and as we go on the
enlargement of the committe could be
considered.

MR. SPEAKER:—The committee
will consist of Hon. S. J. Foote, Chair­
man, Hon. J. R. Bennett and Hon. Dr.
Barnes. The committee will have
power to add to their numbers.

Mr. Speaker appointed the commit­
tee as follows: Hon. Mr. Foote, Mr.
Bennett, Hon. the Minister of Educa­
tion.

MR. SCAMMELL:—Mr. Speaker:
It is not my intention to delay the
House in regard to this Amendment,
but I consider I should be recreant
in my duty to myself, and to thq
party with which I am associated, if
I were to sit in my place-and allow
this vote to proceed, without replying
to some of the insinuations and in-
uendos that have been thrown across
to us from the other side of the
House during the course of the de»
bate.

I may say, Sir, that when on open­
ing day I moved the appointment oj
a select Committee to draft an Ad­
dress in Reply to the Speech from
the Throne, I had no idea that the
debate on the Address in Reply
would take the acrimonious turn
which it has taken, or that we wouk|
witness such events, such scenes as
we have witnessed in this House dur­
ing the past fortnight. As far as gen­
tlemen on both sides of the House are
concerned, I want to make my posi­
tion clear, and that is, that coming
here for the first time, I regret the
events which have occurred here sincq
the opening of the Session. I do not
propose to lay the blame on any indi­
vidual member of the House, or any
particular body of men, buy in my
humble opinion the Legislature by
these events has been shorn of every
ounce of dignity and prestige with 
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winch it has been vested from its ear­
liest days.

As I stated here in my maiden
speech last year, we expect the Op­
position to criticise onr efforts and
our actions as a Government, but ong
thing stands out more than anything
else during this debate, and it is that
despite all the matter with which the
Opposition has treated this House, we
fail to see in it all one suggestion of
constructive criticism. I expected ouy
actions would be criticised, but I also
thought that the Opposition where wq
had failed would be able to point the
way, and that we might expect from
them some constructive criticism
least. Now, Sir. the speeches of thg
various members of the Opposition
contained nothing of that nature.' I
will go farther and say that from my
experience of the people of the coun,
try, I do not think that these speech­
es reflect any credit upon themselves
either as individuals or as a party.

Now, Sir. the first thing with which
I must concern myself this afternoon,
is what I consider to be a personal
insult. The F. P. U. members have
been called dupes, imbeciles, ignoram­
uses by Honourable gentlemen oppos­
ite who should and do know better. ,
They have been told that they are
unable to take care of themselves and
that they are at the beck and call of
one man. I would like to crave the
indulgence of the House, while I lajj
my position as a member of the
F. P. U. before this House and the
country.

I am an F. P. U. man, it is true,,
but I did not go to Mr. Coalter and
beg him to employ me, nor did I ask;
him to take me into his party. I
went to him on bis own invitation. I
was sent for by Mr. Coaker, and as
far as the statement goes that I am
dependent upon the F. P. U. for t)
position, that is absolutely false. Ii
held a good position in this country
before perhaps the inception of thq
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F. P. U. and anybody who knows my
family will assure you that we havq
never had to depend Upon the Govern­
ment, the F. P. U. or any other Com­
pany or Corporation for our suppori)
or well being.

I am as free, Sir, to quit Mr.
Coaker tomorrow as I was to go witlj
him, but I should be unfaithful to my
district and to the North were I to
do such a thing. It is because I
know that the F. P. IT. has revolu­
tionized conditions North, and hag
proved to be the greatest benefactor
the fishermen North ever had that X
stand here today an F. P. U. man. t,
know the North. I have lived
among its people. I know what con­
ditions North were fifteen years ago,
and I know what they are to-day.
A transformation has been wrought,
and our people are in the main pros­
perous, happy and independent. They
are masters of the situation every
time. They are neither ignorant,
bigoted nor gullable, but their syni-,
pathies are not to be alienated from
an organization that has done so mucl^
for -them. It is useless to go North
and attempt ot destroy this Union. X
regret that some Members oppositq
should have so insultingly referred to
this organisation. The one result of
this bitter attack will be to cement
our ranks and leave us stronger than
ever before. The gauntlet has been
thrown down to us and we accept thg
challenge. The man who throwg
down the gauntlet to fight an organ-,
isation such , as this really challenges
the right of labour to organise.

However the F. P. U. has come to
stay and I venture the prediction, Mr.
Speaker, that the F. P. U. -will be a
power North, when some of us hero
today are no longer known.

Now, to turn again to the debate on
the Amendment. The Opposition, as
in Duty bound, have lost no oppor­
tunity, spared no pains to lay bare the
sins of the Government, either real 



140 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

or Imagined. But, Mr. Speaker, thru-;
out their attacks there has been one
characteristic evasion, and it is that
in discussing conditions as we find
them in the country today, they have
studiously avoided any reference to
world conditions generally. And,
Mr. Speaker, it is these world condi­
tions, the aftermath of the war, which
are largely responsible for many of)
the difficulties we find ourselves in
today. Their causes are not attribu^
table to Newfoundland any more than
conditions in other countries are at­
tributable entirely to these countries)

Take Great Britain as an example.
Recently there was a debate in the;
British House of Commons on an Un;
employment Bill and the Prime Minj
ister, Mr. Lloyd George, in the course
of the debate took the position that
conditions there were not attributable
to Britain entirely, but were the re­
sult of world conditions very largely.
I have here the report of his speech,
and this is what he says:

“The Prime Minister observed
that unemployment was suffering
which seemed to him inseparable
from the trading activities of thq
world. The question had been
treated rather as if it were somej
thing attributable to causes which
were confined to Great Britain;
That was not the case. With the
exception of France every country
in the world was suffering fron)
unemployment.”

And also:
“The present period of unemploy­

ment was undoubtedly due to the
fact that the War had impoverished
the world. Their customers were
insolvent, and Europe could not
buy. She was bankrupt. She could
hardly feed herself. Until Europe
started again, until Europe was able
to buy,, the ^prospects woufd re-.
main very serious.”
The same Is true of us in Newfound­

land, only In a greater degree and not 

at all due to any action of the Gov­
ernment, wise or otherwise.

Now, Sir, in discussing the financial
position of the colony, the Opposition
has charged us with squandering and
dissipating the $4,000,000.00 surplus
left in the Treasury by the late Gov­
ernment. They have harped on this
to such an extent that it looks very
much like an appeal to the galleries
rather than an attempt to indulge in
honest criticism of our actions. Let
us have criticism by all means, but
at least let it be fair and honest.

Granting that the $4,000,000.00 was
there, why can’t the Opposition be
honest with themselves and with the
country, and tell the country that it
took nearly half that surplus to pay
debts and bills which they themselves
incurred and left unpaid as a legacy
to us when they went out of office.
That is the true position, Sir, and the
sooner the country knows the truth
the sooner it will be in a position to
place the proper value on the charges
of the Opposition against the Govern­
ment.

Then, there is the charge against us
that we took $500,000.00 to buy fish
That was a crime, wasn’t it? The
Leader of the Opposition says, “yes,
it was.” Then, all I have to says is,
that the man who takes that position
is looking at it absolutely from a
local point of view. We did no more
than the British Government did, when
they1 subsidized the coal miners of
pngland. The market price of coal
did not warrant the mine owners in
paying the wages compatible with the
cost of living. The Government step­
ped in and subsidized the miners,
and it is because that subsidy is now
to be removed that we are witnessing
this gigantic strike of the miners.

If that fish had not been bought we
should have had forty or fifty thous­
and quintals of Labrador fish with us
unsold which would have meant star­
vation and destitution over large
areas north. The Honourable Member 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 141
of St. John’s West, (Mr. Bennett) asks
what about the West Coast. I main-
tain that the purchase of this fish tend
ed to keep prices up on the West
Coast, and it also did much to sustain
prices of our fish on the other side,
and en route. It is said we used the
$500,000.00 to buy fish from our own
supporters North. That is untrue.
Out of the 0,000 shareholders of the
|F.P.U. I venture to say that not ten
sold their fish under this arrange­
ment.

The Leader of the Opposition asks
what about the fish on the “President
Coaker?” My answer is, that the fish
on the “President Coaker” may have
been from F.P.U. men or it may not.
When a man comes to Port Union to
sell fish, if we are prepared to buy we
do not ask whether he is an F.P.U.
man or not. We treat all alike.

Now, coming on to the Fish Regu­
lations.

Mr. Speaker, I stated here on the
opening dajr that the Regulations had
benefitted the fishermen to the extent
of between two and three dollars a
quintal. I am still of that opinion,
and I believe in a very short time we
will have some of the very strongest
opponents of the Fish Regulations
coming to us and asking that they
again be put in force. But, notice
has been given of a bill to repeal the
Regulations, and as at present enforc­
ed and constituted they will have to
go.

Now just a personal reference in
conclusion.

The- Honourable Member for St.
George’s stated that I would not be
received very royally in Bonne Bay
if I went there now. Well, I want to
say, Mr. Speaker, that I admit the
people of Bonne Bay are not very
demonstrative as a rule, but I want to
inform the Honourable Member also
that on the day he made that state­
ment I had in my pocket 'four tele­
grams, from business men and others
of Bonne Bay, assuring me of the 

support of the people there and on.
the coast.

I was just in the act of concluding
my few remarks on the amendment
,to the Address in Reply when the
Honourable Member for St. George’s
rose to a point of order. I was about
.to conclude by saying that I could
pot find myself in a position to vote
Jor the amendment for the various
reasons outlined by Mr. Jennings the
other day. The amendment arose out
of the fact that there was no intima­
tion in the Speech from the Throne
that the Codfish Exportation Act
would be repealed. There was no
such intimation, there could be no such
intimation because the responsible
Minister was not in the country. As
soon as he arrived notice of a Bill to
repeal the Act was given, and there­
fore I cannot see the consistency of
supporting the amendment.

These are my remarks as far as this
matter is concerned and I have tried
to answer the many criticisms thrown
across from the other side in a fair
manner and I have tried to conduct
myself in such a way as to reflect
credit to the Party I am with on this
side of the House as well as to the
district I have the honor of represent­
ing.

MR. SAMSON:—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Jennings in his able speech of Thurs­
day last, stated that when in Opposi­
tion, the then leader of the Opposi­
tion, Mr. Kent, now Judge Kent,
trained them to obey the rules of de­
bate and to observe and follow along
the lines of parliamentary procedure.
I am sorry, Sir, that the present
Leader of the Opposition has not fol­
lowed the example of his predeces­
sors. Sir Michael has invariably in­
terrupted the different speakers: he
has abused us collectively and indi­
vidually, he has appealed to the gal­
leries; he has over-ruled the Speak­
er's decision, and conducted himself
in such a manner as to bring discredit 
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upon himself and the party which he
now leads.

As a young and "impertinent” (if
you please) member of this Assembly,
I wish to remind him that most of
us, and I believe Newfoundland in
general, wish to see this House con­
ducted decently and we are still duty
bound to help maintain here that
honor and dignity handed down to us
from the Mother of Parliaments.

It appears to me that many of my
honorable friends opposite are fight­
ing a political campaign rather than
taking an interest in discussing the
legislation for which this country now
hungers. We have been informed
several times that we have spent
three or four weeks here in session
but have not yet accomplished any­
thing. Who is to blame for this state
of affairs but the Opposition? They
have exhausted themselves in debat­
ing the Speech from the Throne, and
then framed up an excuse in the
shape of an amendment in order to
get an opportunity for sending across
a second gas attack. Upon reference
to past governments, we find that
when a Bill covering the demands of
an amendment has been presented,
the amendment has been immediately
withdrawn. In this instance, such is
not the case, but the Opposition, who
are posing as the saviours of the
country, have taken full advantage of
an amendment in order to prolong the
debate.

Mr. Speaker, is such conduct hon.
est? Is it parliamentary? Is it
patriotic? Such conduct at the pres­
ent time when we should get to busi­
ness as speedily as possible cannot
be pleasing to the intelligent support­
ers of our friends opposite. We ex­
pect and welcome honest criticism. It
is essential to good legislation, but
we abhor and resent dishonest crit­
icism and personal abuse, and, Sir, I
now wish to take this opportunity of
hurling back in the faces of those 

who so ungentlemanly and wantonly
insulted us, their insults and their
scorn.

Much has been said about the Fish­
ery Regulations. Some, who know
the least about them, have said the
most. Some of those who scarcely
know a codfish from a squid have
been ready to enforce their views up­
on this Assembly as being the only
right and proper course to pursue. I
think there are but two members of
this House who have any practical
knowledge of the marketing of fish
abroad, and unfortunately these two
gentlemen disagree in their ideas.
Most of us, however, are aware that
the Fishery Regulations were intro­
duced at a time when the markets
were exceedingly poor and when
gentlemen who had a greater love
for party politics than for country
used their influence to defeat them.
The plea has been put up by some

-gentlemen opposite that they voted
for the Regulations because they
knew the Bill would be passed in any
case. Is not this a petty excuse, see­
ing that the same may be said of any
Bill which the Government brought
forward.

Mr. Coaker (Minister of Marine and
Fisheries), in putting the Regulations
into effect carried out the wishes of
the Exporters’ Association and of the
Advisory Board, yet, because they
have not been wholly successful, the
entire blame is laid on the Minister,
anfl despite the fact that‘Mr. Coaker
was spoken of in such glowing terms
last year by the majority of the Op­
position, he is now, according to the
statement of one of the Opposition, a
criminal. The Opposition have been
trying to impose upon an innocent
public the fact that all the depres­
sion, all the poverty, all the lack of
employment, all the fish now left un­
sold are due to the Regulations. This,
Mr. Speaker, is political camouflage!
What about herring? Are they in de­
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mand today? Is this due to the Reg­
ulations? Sir Michael Cashin stated
a few days ago that the seal.skins and
oil of last year were not yet disposed
of. Is this due to the Regulations?
What about the decrease in the value
of lumber? Is this due to the Regu­
lations? What about the lack of em­
ployment on Bell Island, at Grand
Falls, and even at St. John’s? Is this
due to the Regulations?

The one thing that surprises me is
that some member opposite did not
have the audacity to try to impress
upon' the public that the excessive
fall of snow in St. John’s last winter
was due to the Fishery Regulations.

Mr. Speaker, we are in as good a
condition as other countries which
knew nothing of Regulations. The
conditions which we now have to
face in common with other countries
are not due to the Regulations, but it
is our legacy of the Great War.

The F. P. U. Members have been
termed hirelings, told that we arg
controlled body and soul, that we have
no independence whatever. I wish to
inform the gentlemen who are respon­
sible for these charges that the
F P. U. members are just as inde­
pendent. just as ready to fight for the
right, and just as loyal to the voters
who sent them here as any of thg
members of this Assembly.

Mr. Fox has informed us that he
has taken off his coat to fight thg
F. P. U., or words to that effect. He
has thrown out the challenge and w<j
accept that challenge. The conduct of
himself and others during this session
has been such to bind the F. >P. U.
stronger than it ever was before.

I venture to predict that he wil)
never be strong enough to tear thq
heart out. of Coaker and that long
after he and I have passed into the
Beyond, the F P. U. will remain q
living memorial to its founder—“that
man Coaker”—who has given and is
still giving his ability, his energy, his 

all, for the uplifting and independence
of the toiling masses.

Mr. Speaker, we admire the man­
ner in which our leader, the Premier,
has conducted himself during this
most contemptible form possible, ho
has played the part of a gentleman,
session. Although attacked in thq
and we feel sure that when his turn
comes, he will do himself justide.

I have much pleasure, Sir, in oppos­
ing the Amendment.

A disorder having arisen, Mn
Speaker in consequence, left the Chaij
at a quarter to five until six o’clock.

On motion the Debate on the Ad/
dress in Reply was adjourned unti?
to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of
Question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn uny
til tomorrow afternoon at three of the
clock

The House then adjourned accord,
ingly.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.
Mr. Vinicombe gave Notice of Question.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Pursuant to notice, Hon. the Prime
Minister moved and Hon. the Ministei
of Education seconded "That a Select
Committee of three of this House be
appointed to confer with a Committee
of three of the Great War Veterans’
Association, the Board of Pensions
Commissioners and thje (Chief Staff
Officer of the Department of Militia,
in the matter of Pensions and Gratu­
ities to Newfoundland Soldiers; and
Sailors who served in the Great Wai-
and their Dependents.”
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Mr. Speaker, the notice of motion as
printed on the Order Paper is not ex­
actly as I desire to have it. It should
read as follows:

"That a Select Committee of three
of this House be appointed to confer
with a Committee of three of the Great
War Veterans’ Association, the Board
of Pension Commissioners and the
Chief Staff Officer of the Department
of Militia, in the matter of Pensions
and Gratuities to Newfoundland sold­
iers and sailors who served in the
Great War and their Dependents.”

In moving the appointment of this
Select Committee I would observe that
some days ago I was approached by
the G.W.V.Af. asking that |a Select
Committee of three be appointed by
the Legislature to look into certain
alleged irregularities in connection
with certain pensions and gratuity
cases. I understand that the G.W.V.A
has appointed or propose to appoint
a committee of three, and the Select
Committee of the Legislators, togethei
with this committee of three of the
G.W.V.A. will form a representative
body for a conference with the Board
of Pension (Comnji'ssioners alnd ‘t(li-t
Chief Staff Officer of the Department
of Militia, so that any alleged irregu­
larities may be satisfactorily investi­
gated. The work of the Board of
Pension Commissioners has been ex­
ceptionally arduous, and it is not to
be expected that every one of the
thousands of cases with which they
have to deal would be dealt with in a
manner satisfactory to everybody. I
feel, however, that the Board of'Pen
sfon Commissioners themselves hearti­
ly welcome the presentation to them
of any complaint and will be happy to
look into any alleged irregularities or
injustices which may be supposed to
have occurred. So far as the Gov­
ernment is concerned, it regards with
pleasure the action of the G.W.V.A.
in this connection and I have much 

pleasure in moving the appointment of
a Select Committee.

i DR. BARNES:—I have very much
pleasure in seconding the motion pro
posed by the Prime Minister.

This motion was adopted.
Mr. Speaker thereupon appointed

tlie Committee as follows: Mr. Small,
Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Sullivan.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Agriculture and Mines,
to lay on the table of the House:
(1) A detailed statement showing all

cattle purchased by the Agricul­
ture & Mines Department pedb
gree, etc., and cost of same.

(2) A detailed statement showing the
cost of keeping said cattle sincq
arrival to date; how many men
are employed at same, and who
is in charge.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, to lay on the Table of
the House the cost of his trip to Italy;
what amounts he has been paid; is ib
his intention to put in any hill for
his services; and on whose authority
did he proceed to Italy?

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. ths
Prime Minister, in the absenc of Hon.
the Minister of Agriculture & Mines
to lay on the Table of the House a
detailed statement of all monies paid
in connection with forest fires dur­
ing the past twelve months

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Colonial Secretary to lay on the Table
of the House a detailed statement of
what poor relief has been sent from
St. John’s since' September 1st, 1920,
to date, and the names of the firms
who have supplied same.
•> Sir J. C. Crosbie asked the
Hon. the Minister of Shipping to lay
on the Table of the House what wag
the total amount paid for the hire o&
the S. S. Diana last season, also
how much was paid per day

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if any decision has 
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been arrived at by the Government
in connection with a Company to be
formed here relative to working the
Grand Lake and Humbermouth pro­
position; and to Inform the Housq
what policy they intended to pursue?
(1) Ts it correct that this country Is

going to be asked to guarantee
the principal and interest up tq
$25,000,000 to carry on this work.
If that is not correct to inform
this House what are the actua)
facts, and to lay all correspond­
ence in connection with same oq
the Table of the House.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine & Fisheries il)
these Fish Inspectors have been em­
ployed the past few days, and if so
what for; also if Mr. Stephen Brad­
bury has been sent to the West Coast
to inspect fish, and what is the in­
tention of the Government in the future
re inspection of fish for the coming
season.

Mr. Moore asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the
Minister of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the table of the ’'House a state­
ment of the quantity of liquors of all
kinds supplied by the Controller’s
Department to Messrs. Stafford, drug­
gists, from Nov. 15th, 1919, to March
31st, 1921, and the value of the same,
specifying the quantities of the differ­
ent kinds of liquors, beers, etc. sup­
plied.

Mr. Bennett asked Hon. the Prime
Minister in the absence of Hon. the
Minister of Finance and Customs,
what is represented by the following
two items in the General Contingen­
cies Account:

Smith Traverse , coal boring ex­
penses, $14,261.74.

Smith Traverse , coal boring ex­
penses, $2,835.54.
and to furnish a detailed statement
of the said expenditure.

Mr. Bennett asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the

Minister of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the table of the House a state­
ment showing what is represented by
the item in the General Contingencies
Account, “Dally Star, $600.00,” and to
furnish a detailed statement of same.

Dr. Jones asked Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries as Chairman
of the Railway Commission, if there
is in his possession or in that of any
Government Department, a report on
the coal boring explorations under
way near Grand Lake for sometime
past, with particular reference to an
alleged discovery last fall of a new
seam which was represented by Rail.
way Commission in newspapers as
being exceedingly important and like­
ly to be able to supply the needs of
Grand Falls, if this seam is now be­
ing worked, and if so to what ex­
tent; and if it is not being worked,
why not; and to table also a state­
ment of the expenditure on the said
coal boring experiment from the 15th
of November, 1919, up to date.

Mr. Sulivan asked Hon. W. F.
Coaker, Chairman of Railway Com­
mission to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing:
I1) The cost of operating the raiD

way from July 1st, 1920 to March
21st, 1921.

(”> The earnings of the railway fronj
July 1st. 1920 to March 31st, 1921.

(3) The amount of snow-fighting
last season.

(4) The amount lost in operating th?
railway and steamers from July
1st, 1920, to March 31, 1921.

(5) What further amount over rev­
enue will be required to operate
the railway and steamers from
March 31st, 1921, to June 30th
1921.

(5) If it is the intention of the Gov­
ernment to continue to operate
the railway and steamers under
the Commission after June 30th
1921.

(7) If it is not their intention to do



146 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

so, then to inform this House at
once what policy they intend to
pursue in connection with our in­
land transportation and coastaj
problems.

(S) The amount expended to date im­
proving the terminal at Port auq
Basques, and the cost of the Ar,
gentia terminal to date.

(9) To inform the House how many
box cars and flat cars hav/
been completed to date, also the
price paid for the new locomo­
tives which were imported re­
cently.

Mr. Sullivan asked Hon. W. F.
Coaker,’ Chairman of the Railway
Commission, to inform the House
what amounts, if any, is still due the
Reid-Nfld Co., for repairs to steam
ers and what claims there are against
the Railway Commission in connec­
tion with the operation of the railway
system and the coastal service.

Mr. Sullivan asked Hon. the Colon­
ial Secretary to inform the House
what time it is proposed to hold the
arbitration in connection with thq
land which was taken over for ter­
minal facilities and right of way al
Argentia?

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked the Minister
of Shipping to lay on the Table of
the House:
(1) The exact cost of the S. S. Watch­

ful, also contracts and vouchers
for all monies paid out for re­
pairs or to be paid out.

(2) The exact cost of the S. S. Sebas­
topol, also contracts and vouch­
ers for all monies paid out for
repairs or to be paid out.

(3) The exact cost of the S. S. Daisy(
also contracts and vouchers for
all monies paid out for repairs.
or to be paid out.

(5) The exact cost of the S. S. Malak­
off, also contracts and voucher:/
for all monies paid out. for re­
pair or to be paid out.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked the Minis­

ter of Shipping to lay on the Table
of the House a full detailed statement
of the $11,000 due by his Department
to the Treasury for salt, as stated in
(he report of the Auditor-General.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Finance & Cus­
toms, to lay on the Table of the
House the Revenue for January, Feb­
ruary, March, and April. 1920, ano
the corresponding period for 1921.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture &
Mines, to inform this House what
quantity of pulp wood has been cut
on Government account up to date,
what the total quantity will likely be;
also what amount of wood cut on
Government account has been sole)
to date; if none has been sold, what
is the intention of the Government in
connection with the matter?

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine & Fisheries to lay
on the Table of the House a report
if any has yet been made, on the
herring fishery of the West Coast
during the past winter showing the
quantity and value of herring taken
at the various centres of activity
there and the quantity and value of
the same exported together with a
comparative statement of the quan­
tity and value of the exports for tlv/
previous years, and to say why there
has been such a falling off in thq
industry and what steps, if any, he
is taking to revive it and make it the
valuable feature in our fishing indus­
tries—that it was in the past.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if a meeting was held
Thursday last between the Govern­
ment or representatives thereof and
the Managers of the Banks in St.
John’s, what was the purpose of .the
said meeting; what propositions were
put before it by the Government, and 
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what by the Bankers, and what was
the. outcome of the meeting; and to
lay on the Table of the House copies
of any correspondence or other docu­
ments in relation thereto. Also, if
there was a meeting on Friday night
last between the Government, or re­
presentatives thereof, and merchants.
fish exporters or other parties, and
if so, what was the object of the
same, what propositions were put be­
fore the meeting by the Government
and what was the outcome of the same?
And to lay on the Table of the House
copies of all correspondence and other
documents in relation thereto.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture &
Mines:—
(a) What pratical results ensued

from the use of the airplanes at
Botwood this Spring in assisting
our sealing steamers to locate the
seals;

th) How many trips were made by
the airplanes?

(c) The total period they were in thq
air and the total mileage they
covered, it they' got out of sigh}
of land, and if not, why not.

(d) If they ever reached any areas
where seals in large quantities
were visible and if so when and
what was the result;

(el If they were ever in touch by
wireless with the sealing steamy
ers;

(f) If they furnished the sealing
steamers with any information
of any kind whatever, and

(g) What was the total cost of thig
experiment to the Colony?

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Finance & Cus­
toms, if Hon. the Minister of Agri­
culture & Mines—Hon. Dr. Campbell
in his capacity as Health Officer to
the ports of St. John’s, actually visits^
incoming steamers to give them a .

Health Certificate, as required by
law, and if not why not? If in cases
where he does not visit the ship he
collects the fee for said visit and
certificate and if so, why? And to lay
on the Table of the House a statement
of all the ships actually visited by
him from the first of January of this
year up to date, endorsed by the cer­
tificate of the proper officer certify­
ing the cases in which such visits
were made and the cases in which
they were not made.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs, if the six motor cars to
which reference has already been
made In this House as having been
delivered to Importers on temporary
permits without duty being paid,
have been attached by the Depart­
ment of Customs as security for the
duty thereon; if the advertisement by
a City Auctioneer recently, of hav­
ing cars for sale has reference to
these cars; if in the absence of in.
voices when the cars were brought
in a Bill of Sight was tendered or
accepted on said cars as is usual in
such cases; if in the absence of such
Bill of Sight the said cars were sent
to the examining store or valued by
the Customs’ Examining Officer, and
duly tendered on his valuation, and if
not, why not, and also to ask where
these cars are at present, and if the
Customs’ Department has any de­
posit or security for the said duty
thereon, and if none of these steps
were taken why was a different prac­
tice followed in regard to these cars
than what is usual in other cases?

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—asked Hon.
the Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs, to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing what is
represented by the item in the Gen­
eral Contingencies Account—“New­
foundland Fishery Board ?746,.42”
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Sir M. P. Cashin drew the at.
tention of Hon. the Premier, to the
statement of the Auditor General, in
a report laid upon the Table of this
House, by the Premier, and will ask
him to -obtain further special report
from the Auditor General explaining:
(a) What Treasury Officials or Offic­

ials informed him of the facts he
reports as to the salt cargo land­
ed at Port Union?

(b) In what manner money was ob­
tained from the Surplus Trust
Fund in the Bank of Montreal, if
there was, as far as he knows, no
Minutes of Council authorizing
the transaction.

(c) If there was a special warrant
signed by the Governor for the
issue of the amount expended, as
required by the Audit. Act, Sec
335?

(d) When and by whom and in what
form, the sum of $4,400.00 was
paid into the Treasury on ac­
count of this salt, and if by
cheque to attach the cheque or a
copy thereof, to the special re­
port?

And further that I will ask the Pre­
mier :
(a) If there is any correspondence or

any documents in relation to
this matter, of any kind, what­
ever, and if so to lay copies there-

' of on the Table of this House es­
pecially, of the charter party of
the ship which brought the salt
to the Colony, and of the corre­
spondence relating to the pur­
chase thereof?

(b) ’Whether the purchase or dis­
position of the .salt was known
at the time thereof to the Gov-
ernor-in-Council, or was negoti­
ated by any minister, and if so,
by whom, and with what authori.
ty.

(c) If the Government propose to
take any proceedings in the Su-

. preme Court to test whether a

sale of the salt to the Union
Trading Co., Ltd., was or was
not made, and to recover the
balance due if a sale was made,
and if so, when such proceedings
will be instituted, and

(cl) If no such proceedings are in­
tended, does the Government ac­
cept the position that the salt
now at Port Union belongs to
the Government, and if so, what
costs connected therewith are be­
ing incurred, what provisions as
to its care and custody are being
made, at what rates is it to be
sold, and by whom, and_ how and
by whom will the price be collect­
ed, and at present current rates,
what will be the approximate loss
on the transaction in case of
such sale on behalf of the Gov­
ernment.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, if
any arrangements have been made by
him on behalf of the Colony or by
the Government by which Mr. George
Halves is to receive any financial
compensation for alleged claims by
him against the Colony arising out
of the operation of the fishery reg­
ulations and if any contracts or ag­
reements oral or in writing have
been entered into between Mr. Hawes
on the one hand and the Minister of
Fisheries or any other Minister on
behalf of the Government on the
other hand with that object in view,
and if so to lay on the Table of the
House a summary of the same.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if it
is correct that a number of people in
the District of Harbor Grace who
sold their fish to Mr. George Gosse,
M.H.A., for that district have been
unpaid, and if any of this fish was
part of the stock of GG 'casks which
Mr. Gosse sold to G. M. .Barr a few
months ago, and for which he re­
ceived cash; and if any of this fish 
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was taken by Mr. Gosse from these
people and not paid for, will the Gov­
ernment intervene to see that they
are paid; also if a number of men
of Bay Roberts sold or put off their
fish to Fradsham & Co., Ltd., or were
employed by the said Company In its
fishing operations on Labrador and
remain unpaid for their fish or their
services; if Hon. R. A. Squires was
a partner, guarantor, creditor, or
mortgagor of the said Company, and
if so, what is the relation of Hon. R.
A. Squires thereto, and if it is pos­
sible for the Fisheries Department or
any other Department of the Govern­
ment to secure that these people shall
be paid the amounts due them by this
firm, and if so will he take steps to
see that they are paid as they are re­
presented to be in great need at the
present time.

Mr. MacDonnell asked the Minister
of Public Works to furnish a state­
ment showing in detail a complete
list of all goods supplied by W. J.
Scott, Esq., S.M., when he. took up
his residence at Curling and at any
period since.

Mr. Vinicombe gave notice of ques­
tion.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—I beg to table a reply
to questions asked by Mr. Fox and
Mr. Walsh.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—!
beg to table a reply to a question ask­
ed by Mr. Fox yesterday.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Mr. Speaker,
on yesterday’s Order Paper the fol­
lowing question was asked the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries:

Sir M. P. Cashin, to ask Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if i.
is correct that a number of people it
the District of Harbor Grace who sold
their fish to Mr. George Gosse, M.H.A.
for that district, have been unpaid,
and if any of this fish was part of the
stock of GG casks which Mr. Gosse
sold to G. M. Barr a few months ago 

and for which he received cash; and if
any of this fish was taken by Mr.
Gosse from these people and not paid
for, will the Government intervene to
see that they are paid; also if a num
her of men of Bay Roberts sold or put
off their fish to Fradsham & Co. Ltd.,
or were employed by the said Com
pany in its fishing operations on Lab­
rador and remain unpaid for theii
fish or their services; if Hon. R. A.
Squires was a partner, guarantor,
creditor or mortgagor of the said
Company, and if so what is the rela­
tion of Hon. R. A. Squires thereto, and
if it is possible for the Fisheries De­
partment or any other department of
the Government to secure that thfest,
people shall be paid the amounts due
them by this firm, and if so will he
take steps to see that they are pain
as they are represented to be in great
need at the present time.

The answer was satisfactory inas­
much as Mr. Gosse did not receive any
fish from the gentlemen referred to
here. Yesterday I did not have in mj-
possession the letter which I just got
today and which I shall read to the
House. (Reads letter.)

Mr. Bennett asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if it is the intention of the
Government to introduce bills to re­
peal:
(1) The Imports and Exports Restric­

tion Act, 1918, under which the
import of sugar was recently pro
hibited.

(2) The War Measures Act, 1914.
(3) The Food Stuffs Act, 1914.
(4) The Articles of Commerce Act,

1916.
(5) The Food Control Act, 1917.
(G) Section 259 of the Customs Act,

empowering the Governor in
Council to prohibit, amongst other
things, the exportation of fish.

(7) The Fish Standardization Act,
1920.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—In
answer to the question of the honor­
able member for St. John’s West, I 
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would observe that the Imports and
Exports Restriction Act, 1918, was
passed by this Legislature at the sug­
gestion of the Imperial authorities. So
far as the policy of the Government is
concerned, the Act may be immediate­
ly repealed, but in view of the cir­
cumstances under which it was passed
I feel that the Imperial authorities
should be consulted before any action
is taken.

With respect to the War Measures
Act, the Food Control Act, and all
other specific war legislation, the
policy of the Government is that these
Acts should be repealed so far as
special powers and responsibilities
are vested in the Executive Adminis­
tration by virtue of them. I think ii
will be found that some of these Acts
do not require any special repealing
legislation, as they automatically
elapse after the proclamation of peace.

As to Section 259 of the Customs
Act, that is not war legislation. It has
been, the law of the Colony for many
years, and in the opinion of the Min­
ister of Finance and Customs is a
necessary precaution.

The matter of the Fish Standardiza­
tion Act is one of policy and is now
before the Government for considera­
tion.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER: —
The reply to question of Mr. Bennett,
No. 9, on Order Paper of April 26th,
1921, is as follows:

A contract was entered into between
the Government and the Smith Trav­
ers Company, dated 2nd August, 1919,
to drill 3,000 feet at the rate of $6.00
per foot, for the purpose of defining
the boundaries of the coal measures in
the vicinity of Howley and Sandy
Lake, and the existence of coal in this
locality. On the completion of this
contract, as the Government was ad­
vised that while this drilling had re­
sulted in the delimitation of the boun­
daries of a portion of the area under­
laid by these measures, further work
was necessary in order to arrive at a 

definite result, a new contract was
made on the 5th October, 1920, for the
boring of 10,000 additional feet at the
same rate, viz., $6.00 per foot.

The following are the details of the
two amounts in the General Conting­
encies Account, namely, $14,201.74
and $2,835.54.
Diamond drilling for coal

near Howley Station: Sept.
30, 1920, Hole No. 1, from
0 tc 556”
556” at $6.00 $ 3,336.00

Allowance for road construc­
tion  1,500.00

$ 4,836.0u
October 30th, 1920, Hole No.

2, from 0 to 435 .... 435"
Hole No. 3, from 0 to
130  130”

565”
565” at $6.00  3,390.00

November 30th, 1920, Hole
No. 3, from 130” to 557”
427” at $6.00  2,562.00

December 31st, 1920, Hole
No. 4, from 0 to 556”
556” at $6.00 .. .. .. .. 3,396.00
Cost t. .. 17.74

$14,201.74

January 31st, 1921, Hole No.
5, 0 to 472” at $6.00 .. .. 2,832.00
Cost  63.54

$ 2,835.54

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The reply to question of Sir M. P.
Cashin. No. 24, on Order Paper of
April 26th, 1921, is as follows:

The sum of $746.42 paid from the
vote for General Contingencies to the
Newfoundland Atlantic Fisheries, Ltd.
(not Newfoundland Fishery Board as
stated in question), was made under
the provisions of the Act, Chapter 30
of 1917, entitled “An Act to amend the
Act 10, Edward VII. (1910), Chaptei
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31, entitled ‘An Act respecting Cold
Storage.’ ” Under the provisions of
this Act, authority is given to the Gov­
ernor in Council for the payment of a
bonus not exceeding 1c. per pound on
certain kinds of fresh or frozen fish
exported. Attached hereto is a copy
of the account of the Newfoundland
Atlantic Fisheries, Limited, which
gives the details making up the above
amount paid them in respect of
bonus:

St. John’s, Dec. 2, 1920.
Messrs The Nfld. Government,

Treasury Dept.
To Nfld. Atlantic Fisheries, Ltd.,

Head Office, St. John’s, Nfld.
To Bonus on Fish shipped during

period 1917-1919.
S. S. “Bayano, November 25, 1913—
GSO boxes Haddock............116,000 lbs.
13S Salmon.............  38,475

29,467 as per Re­
port Outwards.

10 “ Turbot.............. 2,000
2 “ Flatfish............. 320

10 “ Caplin............... 300
5 “ Wolffish............ 1,198 “

158,293 lbs.
At %c. lb......... 5791.46
Less, overclaimed on Sal­

mon at %c per lb .. .. 9,008

149,285
545.04- minus $791.46 equals 5746.42.

As per Cold Storage Act passed
August 8, 1917.

Certified correct at 5746.52, Charge
to General Contingencies.

(Sgd.) F. C. BERTEAU,
C. & A. G.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
the House the cost of his trip to
Italy; what amount he has been paid;
is it his intention to put in any bill
for his services; and on whose au­
thority did he proceed to Italy?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
No statement of costs has been pre­

pared.. It is not my intention to put
in any bill for services. I proceeded
to Italy as Prime Minister of New­
foundland, and with that authority.
When I was in London I gathered
that there was some friction between
Newfoundland and Italy because of
the fish situation, and I went to Italy
to see just what the trouble was, and,
if possible, to clear it up,

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Mr. Speak­
er, may I have the privilege of ask­
ing the Prime Minister a question
now? After the Prime Minister’s re­
turn last fall it was rumoured around
town that while he was in Italy mes­
sages had been shown him by the
President of the Consorzio that had
been sent to him by people here, and
I understand that there were messag­
es from me advising him not to sub­
mit to the Fish Regulations. I would
like to ask the Prime Minister now if,
while on his visit to Mr. Ragnoli he
had seen any messages from me re­
garding the Fish Regulations.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
When I was in London I found that
there was a great "blue ruin” cam­
paign being conducted, to the effect
that Newfoundland was in trouble in
disposing of her fish. I made an ef­
fort to find out the source of this
propaganda. I was interviewed by a
certain influential financial gentle­
man. He asked me for my opinion of
this rumor that was current in Lon­
don. I said that it was a matter of
party politics,—the Opposition papers
say that the country is in a bad finan­
cial situation, and the Govermnent
papers say that the financial situa­
tion is good and that the Fish Reg­
ulations are working for the benefit
of the country. I told him that I
did not ask him to accept my state­
ments, but that I would give him a
certified copy of the country’s trade
for the past year. I took care when
leaving Newfoundland to take with
me such papers as may be necessary
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for this purpose. I later was waited
on by a strong newspaperman. He
said he had received a copy of the
Daily News, apparently from the
Daily News Office, with the editorial
which was particularly damaging to
the interests of Newfoundland, blue
penciled. He said that had it appear-

> ‘ ed without the blue pencil marks it
would undoubtedly have been used
in the regular course, but as it ap­
peared with blue pencil marks he
thought there was something peculiar
about it. I asked him to show me a
copy of the paper, which he did in a
few days. Then I was told that there
was an organ on foot to buy New­
foundland fish if the Fish Regula­
tions were repealed, and contempor­
aneous with that I found that it was
rumoured that if Italy declined to
buy Newfoundland fish other markets
would be flooded. Mr. Ragnoli tola
me that he was of opinion that New­
foundland was fighting her political
battles in Italy, and he said that he
had been advised that if he would
hold off fish at a much smaller price.
He said, “Mr. Squires, if you could
sell your fish somewhere else and
get a shilling more for it that is
where you would sell it,” and I am
bound, in the interests of my country,
to buy at the cheapest price it can
be obtained.” Mr. Ragnoli was wise
enough not to tell me who had sent
the messages.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Mr. Speak­
er, I am sorry that the Prime Minis­
ter has seen fit to answer me in that
way. He didn’t have the common
decency, the fairness, to answer my
question as I put the question to him.
Now, you know there is a time when
you feel sad for a man, and I really
feel sad for him to-day. He has fal­
len down in his position. I asked
him a straight question, and I want
it answered. I asked him whether
my name was mentioned.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
No names were mentioned.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—That is what
I wanted to know. Now as far as the
“Blue ruin" is concerned I have no
hesitation in stating in this House
what I stated here a year ago that
the condition would be another
“Black Monday,” and the condition to
day is worse than “Black Monday.”
Are we going to stay here without
doing anything. With regard to the
disturbances in the galleries, I want
to say that I am here to state my own
opinion. I think this House of Par­
liament has sunken to its very lowest
depths. There was a man in the au­
dience yesterday supposed to be ar­
rested, and he was taken to the lock­
up, and there was found on him an
order for a bottle of rum from Dr.
Campbell. It is better for you in the
interests of the country to close up
the House and let somebody else
come in and run it. I want to say
also that one of the door-keepers on
the door yesterday was as drunk as
any man that came in, and that is
the condition that we have to stand
for. Now if it is a row they want,
they can have it, I can incite it in a
very quick time. If I cannot get a
hearing I will move that you clear
this House. I now move that this
man Cullen be cleared from this
House. Now I want to know what
you are going to do about it.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, to inform this House what
quantity of pulp wood has been cut on
Government account up to date;
what the total quantity will likely be;
also what amount of wood cut on
Government account has been sold to
date; if none has been sold, what is
the intention of the Government in
connection with the matter?

No pulp wood is being cut on Gov­
ernment account. Permission has
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been given to parties to cut and sell
or export specific qualities of pulp
wood, but the Government has no in­
terest in the matter unless and until
the parties who obtained this per­
mission notify them by the first June
next that they have been unable to
dispose of timber cut by them.

As the Government has no interest
in this pulp wood at present, no
measurement of It has been made for
this Department.

No notice has been served on the
Government to date as to whether the
wood being cut has been sold, or not.

If notice of the failure of the par­
ties cutting to sell their wood is re­
ceived by the 1st June, the Govern­
ment is liable for the purchase of the
quantity unsold at the rate of .$6.00
per cord.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN: — Mr
Speaker: Just a word. Mr. Gosse
misunderstood me yesterday when 1
asked that question. I simply asked
it because I was requested to do so.
I have the proof here in a letter fronq
bis district asking me to take the
matter up in the House of Assembly.
They stated that they have written
Dr. Barnes and that he has not

•thought it worth his while to answer
them. They put him in here as Min­
ister of Education. They went to the
Labrador and worked hard and when
they came back they couldn't get
money for their fish, and now they
have to live on Indian Meal and Mo,
lasses, and he has not interest en­
ough in the people who elected him
to answer that letter. Mr. Gosse con­
tends that he is a very innocent man
and that he was roped into politics,.
hut he forgot to tell us that he is a
very cute man. Mr. Gosse last year
got a tip about the price of fish, bull
lie didn’t pass it along to his neigh*
bors. With a show of great independ­
ence he gets up and tells us here that
he never owed a cent to any man, and
that he is a very much wronged man, 

but I disagree with his statement ip
view of the manner in which he got
rid of his fish last year. He is not
as innocent as he pretends to be. He
sits there supporting a Government
that took a half million dollars out
of the public Treasury to buy fish,
and he sold his fish to the Govern­
ment and got part of that money for
it. Mr. Coaker without the authority
of this House or even the authority
of the full Executive took five hun*
dred thousand dollars of the public
funds, and he got part of that money.
Then we have him calling.up to the
clouds tbat he is an honest man. I
say he is not an honest man. A map
who would take that money in pay­
ment for his fish could not be hon-j
est. I make the charge here now that)
it was criminal to take that money
from the Treasury, and he is one oi
criminal gang who took it. Mr.
Coaker is to blame for it. In his last
agony- to get himself out of a nasty
hole he took that money without the
authority of the Prime Minister or
Minister of Justice and placed it to
his own account at the Bank of Nova
Scotia. Is that honest?

This thing has got to end here and
now forever. The whole thing is a
scandal and you know it. Take the
salt scandal, the fish scandal, and al}
tlie other scandals, and then the Hon.
member gets up here with an attitude
of holy horror, and asserts his inde­
pendence and honesty in face of this}
letter from eighteen starving men of
his district, who put him and Dr.
Barnes iu here, the latter Minister of
Education at a salary of five thousand:
dollars a year which he is not ener­
getic enough to go out and earn. Thai
is the position and it is the greatest
imposition on Responsible Govern­
ment since it was known in this
country. I have taken every man on
the other side of the House individ­
ually and put him in his proper posi-
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tion, and I am prepared to do It
again. There is not a particle of in­
dependence in the honorable member
or he would not be sitting where he Is.

We do not want the Government.
Who in the name of God could wish
me any worse evil today than tho
Government. I would sooner have an
infection. The Government is gone,
there is no Government, It is absurd
to think that we want the Govern­
ment. We don’t. There is no Gov­
ernment to-day, only a crowd of
pawns, with no independence of ac­
tion. You placed heelers in the gal­
lery yesterday, but the. Prime Minister
overdid it. He ordered them too much
stimulant, but no matter who is here
or otherwise, while I have a seat
here I will stand by my constituents
and people of the country. It is dis­
gusting to have to listen to the mem,
ber for Harbor Grace, Mr. Gosse, and
then read this letter from eighteen
men who first wrote Dr. Barnes;
who had not the decency even to an<
swer them. He proclaimed my name
in Harbor Grace. He held me up to
ridicule and now I am here to meet
him. I can answer him that Dr-,
Barnes will never be faced with a let;
ter of this kind from Ferryland. Thai
is the position I take in this House,
We don’t want the Government. It
is jn a. deplorable mess, and there is
only one way out of it to go out ana
say to the people who sent you her*
that you don’t know how to repre­
sent them, if not you will be fired ouj
when patience ceases to be a virtue,
as it will soon.

What has the Prime Minister done
in answer to some questions asked ag
to where the fishermen will get sup?
plies for-the fishery this year? When
will we hear the answer in the House?
As I said the other day “How long,
Oh Lord, How long.” Men are coming
In here looking for bread. What
have you to give them, a stone? Then

we come here and the Prime Minister
sends hoodlums here to interrupt us,
but I serve notice on him, that I don’t
care who comes here I am going to
say what I have to say in criticism
of the Government’s policy. That is
the position and when Mr. Goss<|
stands up and talks about his indej
pendence it is enough to give you the
blues. He is not independent, if he
were he should go out of the House.

MR. GOSSE:—I am independent,
and I did not make any money out oj
the Government.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN: — Never
mind about that, we are here to se)
the position right and to tell the
whole story and compel the Govern?
ment do their work properly, and that
is the reason I read this letter herg
this evening. Why wouldn’t I read it
coming as it did from eighteen fish;
ermen who sent him and Dr. Barneg
here to look after their interests.

MR. GOSSE:—What had those men
to do with me?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—You are
trying to evade the issue now. Those
men sent you here to look after
their interests, and as long as I am
here, when I am asked to expose
wrong doing, I will do so.

MR. GOSSE:—You are talking rot.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—I am

not talking rot, if I were you would
not feel the sting so thoroughly as
you do now. According to the state
of excitement you are in now it does
not appear as if I were talking rot,
I will put you in your place before
I am through With you.

MR. GOSSE:—I am in my proper
place now.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—You are
in a sorry place now after selling you*
fish and taking the people’s money
in payment for it, the money which
you were sent here to safeguard
and look after.

It was this letter, Mr. Gosse, that I
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promised to table for you today, and
this was the letter that prompted me
to put that question on the Order
Paper. It is a matter that concern,
your district alone, and it is nothing
to me.

MR. GOSSE:—What have these men
who were attached tc Fradsham & Co.
to do with the firm of G. & M. Gosse?
I understood from you yesterday and
this House also understood that there
were eighteen sharemen, who claimed
that they had not been paid by G. &
M. Gosse.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—You mis­
understood me if you thought that
was what was said.

MR. GOSSE:—You wanted to know
if any of the fish which I sold to Barr
represented any of the fish which
these men were not paid for. Now
what possible connection could those
men who were attached to Fradsham
& Co. have with G. & M. Gosse? I
would like, Sir Michael Cashin, to
make this point clear, because I never
owed a fisherman five cents in my
life, nor a farmer, nor a merchant.
Never since I was born have I owed
any man five cents. If I had any bills
I paid them when they came due. It
was thoroughly understood here yes­
terday that Gosse, M.H.A., and G. & M.
Gosse, which is the firm, owed
eighteen sharemen for their trip. That
was the impression given honorable
members in this House that eighteen
men wrote Sir Michael Cashin saying
that Gosse had not paid them for their
fish, and I would have been delighted
if Sir Michael Cashin could have pre­
sented a letter from Bay Roberts,
where I have thirty crews, or eighteen
sharemen in Harbor Grace who were
not paid for their fish by me or my
firm, and •! understood that I was go,.
ing to get a letter presented to me by
Sir Michael Cashin to that effect, and
I am very sorry I did not get it, be­
cause I thought I was going to get one
in on somebody. I knew that there
was nobody In Bay Roberts or Span­

iard’s Bay or in any corner of the
world could say to me that I never paid
him what I owed him, therefore when
I understood from Sir Michael Cashin
yesterday afternoon that I was going
to get a letter from eighteen sharemen
saying I had not paid them, I was de­
lighted.

Now, I am very sorry that I should
be connected with the Fradsham Co.,
of whom I knew nothing whatever,
’mt it seems that it was a fixed up
thing that Gosse should be lined up
with the Fradsham Co., who went up
the spout. The firm of G. & M. Gosse
is one of the most independent firms
in the country today, Sir, and while I
stand here in this House of Assembly
I don’t want any hon. member to
bring my private business into this
House, and as far as I know it is not
right nor parliamentary to do so.

I have been in this House now for
three weeks or more, and I have heard
the Opposition rake up every business
firm from Cape Ray to Cape Race,
take the private firms, and tell their
financial difficulties in every shape
and form. If I were doing business in
this country, and I happened to get
into financial difficulties, if I were let
alone it may be that I could come out
o' it, but if my business is dragged
into politics, is put in the public press,
is sent broadcast over the known
world, and when it is openly stated
that I am insolvent, it gives me no
char.ee, then, Sir, I think that we are
going too far and politics is not what
I tnought it was at all. I entered Into
po’itics and I took the side I thought
best for the country, and that was all,
but I promise you that when I go out
into politics I can fight politics and on
political lines, too. I have never, and
I would not be so mean and low and
contemptible, as to interfere with a
man’s private business for the sake of
political ends. I can- live without pol­
itics today. I am fifty-six years of
age and I never owed a man a cent.
I always lived before I went into 

char.ee
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politics, and I never got five cents
from the Government, and I am abso­
lutely independent of any man on
either side of the House, and I don’t
care anything about any man.

Nou Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry
that my name should ever be brought
into the House of Assembly, and into
the public press to the effect that I
could not pay for the fish I contracted
for, where I have always done so. I
paid for every quintal I took from my
crews last year. In my small way I
fitted out thirty crews for the Labra­
dor fishery last year, which was more
than lots of men who could better do
so, and had more cash than I, would
do. I fitted these crews out and the
prospects did not look very good, and
when they came back, to every one of
these I paid eight dollars a quintal for
their fish, sharemen, planters, and the
servants I paid their wages, and now
I come in here as a youngster to try
to do some good for the country, and
to try to learn something which per­
haps I couldn’t learn outside and
amongst men who have been politic­
ians for thirty or forty years, and I
can go into the backwoods and learn
more than I can here in the House of
Assembly. I have sat here and listen­
ed to the speeches of the Opposition,
and I must say that I don’t give them
much credit for their tactics. I realise
that the Opposition is badly beaten,
and I also realise that the Opposition
want the Government, that they want
to smash the Government, and if they
sit here until Doomsday they will
never do it, with their tactics.

DR. JONES:—I have no intention of
delaying the House, but I cannot let
this opportunity pass by without say­
ing a word or two with regard to the
amendment before the chair. We have
been accused of unduly delaying the
time of the House, but I think any
right-thinking person will agree with
me that the time which we have spent
up to the present has not been wasted,
because much desirable information 

has thereby been elicited which other
wise would have not. We have in that
manner disclosed to the public the do
ings of the Government for the past
year, and surely that is our duty here.
As far as the Fishery Regulations are
concerned, I feel like my friend, Mr.
Halfyard, I hate to speak of them tor
various reasons. He had one partic­
ular reason for not so speaking, but I
have one quite the opposite. They
were brought on by the Government
and an attempt made to justify them,
but whether they deserve any credit at
all, I am not in a position to say.
However, from my side of the House
the Regulations have been blamed for
having caused a great deal of discon­
tent, unlimited disturbance and many
financial disasters. In the first place
it is my opinion the Government
should not have interferred with the
trade of the country. The time was
inopportune. The Regulations) were
enforced just as our markets opened
to our competitors. They were not
impartially put into effect, as is wit­
nessed by the condition of the West
Coast. There was no certainty about
them, and the exporters did not know
from day to day what was ahead. The
Prime Minister yesterday said that
similar regulations were enforced in
other countries to control the trade
and various industries, and he referred
for an example to the apple growers
of the Annapolis Valley in Nova
Scotia. But that industry only con­
cerns a part of the Province of Nova
Scotia, and any bad result would not
affect the whole of the province. But
in this country the regulations affect­
ed the whole of it, and if good results
were the outcome, the whole of tin
Colony would benefit, and if bad the
same extensive effect would be felt.

I am glad to see that certain mem­
bers on the other side of the House
got up and declared their independ­
ence, and I refer to the members rep­
resenting the F. P. U. I am glad if 
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they are in a position to assert their
independence. I am not in a position
to discuss the Constitution of the F.
P. U., as my knowledge of it is very
vague, but I remember that a few
years ago a member of the Local
Council of that organization in Avon­
dale, after having held a Convention
at Bay de Verde, awaited upon me at
Avondale, asking me if I would stand
as a F. P. U. representative for the
District of Harbour Main, and at the
time this Council, which consisted of
five men, submitted to me the follow
ing oath:

"I............................ a selected candi­
date for the Fishermen’s Union polit­
ical party for the District of.............
at the next forthcoming elections,
solemnly vow and declare that if elect­
ed I will be true to my party and the
principles and policy of the Fisher­
men’s Union, will never receive a
bribe from any source, and will re­
sign my seat when called upon to do
so by resolutions of my District Coun­
cil, so help me God.”

There is undoubtedly the substance
of what a proposed representative of
the F. P. U. has to do, and if the
gentlemen on the other side who are
•F. P. U. men had to take this oath and
be controlled by their Councils, I can­
not see how they are independent re­
presentatives. Imagine placing my­
self as representative of the F. P. U.
and being under the dictation of those
five men and having to take such an
oath as this one, and, think of it, that
at any time I may be recalled by these
five men.

Mr. Jennings a few days ago point­
ed out to the House how dangerous
it was to set the North against the
South. I agree with him for it will be a
sad day' for Newfoundland if we are
split up into sections along denomin­
ational or any other lines. I regret
that the Prime Minister did not take
Mr. Jenning’s advice, and not set
about appealing to sections of the
country in particular, which is cal­

culated to and intended to do unlimit­
ed harm. If the country is split up
into, North, South. East or West, or
into religious bodies it would be a
calamity and render us powerless to
do any good for the country as a
whole, as we would be wasting our
efforts in strife. We cannot look
forward with any degree of confi­
dence with regard to any public mat­
ter if such were the lines along which
we worked. It is time we forgot
those things and get down to work
and do something for the country’s
good and if we are to get to do the
work fro which we are sent here, we
must disregard our differences to a
large extent. The Hon. Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, Mr. Coaker
said here on Monday, and I am sorry
that I was not here to hear his con­
fession, that he is sorry for the er­
rors of his ways, but it i’s not always
wise to forgive because he makes a
confession, for something else is ne­
cessary. He must be made to do pen­
ance. otherwise he will commit the
same errors again and relapse quick­
ly. We usually judge a man’s sin­
cerity by his frame of mind and judg­
ing from Mr. Coaker’s notes in the
Advocate last week, that regulations
framed from the experience of ' last
year are necessary, yet he has con­
fessed the regulations have failed and
that he will repeal them, Government
interference in the trade of a coun­
try is never justifiable except in time
of war or great national disturbance.
I do not doubt the wisdom of some
form of regulations as regards the
time and place to make shipments,
but when a Government attempts to
interfere between a merchant who
buys fish and the party to whom he
is selling that fish and tries to dic­
tate the price to be paid for it, it goes
beyond its legitimate sphere. But
this Government has gone beyond the
limit. You have played right into
the hands of our rivals and you are 
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responsible for the disorganization of
the trade. During the past year we
have had several forms of Govern­
ment. First Government by Execu­
tive responsibility, next Government
without any responsibility, and final­
ly Government through intimidation.
The men of the North last year by
sheer Intimidation forced the Govern­
ment to buy their fish with the Pub­
lic Funds. Seeing the effect of mob
effort the men of the South quickly
learned the lesson and within the
past fortnight have forced the Gov­
ernment to promise to withdraw the
Codfish Exportation Act, the War
Measures Act, and the Food Control
Board by force of what is called pub­
lic opinion but which is really an­
other name for intimidation. It has
come to this now that if you want to
learn what the Government intends
to do about anything you must learn
it on the street. We learn that a
duty of one and a half cents per
pound will be placed on sugar to re­
coup some of the loss sustained
through meddlesome interference on
the part of the Food Control Board.
It has come to pass that the mob
rules, and that is not good enougn
for this Country. Our people have al­
ways been law-abiding) and do not
want that sort of thing. The very
people who have compelled you to
yield do not want it either, and they
have only contempt for your weak­
ness and lack of courage. This sort
of thing should be unheard of among­
st us; we should get down to busi­
ness and I can say for the Opposition
that they will help to the extent that
your programme is reasonable and
good for the country. A lot of in­
formation must yet be obtained co
learn the real condition of the coun­
try; we must see the country’s bal­
ance sheet; to learn the particulars
of the railway deal, and other mat­
ters. I have much pleasure Mr.

Speaker in giving this amendment my
hearty support.

HON'. )PRIME MINISTER:—Mr.
Speaker, as there does not appear to
be any other member ready to address
the House on this subject, I should
like to make reference to a few
points which arose in the course of
the debate on this matter. It is not
my intention to refer at length to the
persona] discourtesies which have
been so frequently directed at me
and the other gentlemen of the Gov­
ernment from those on the other side
of the House. I feel that the people
often, in the heat of debate or under
the enthusiasm of the galleries, say
things which they do not want to see
in print and there will be plenty time
for the honorable members to ap­
prove of their remarks as publisheo
in the Hansard. It is with much re­
gret that I must, however, refer to
one matter which has been given so
much prominence during this session j
that is the pointed discourtesy which
has been shown to outport members.
I am a bayman and have the natural
aspirations, association of ideas and
feelings of all those born in the bays
of Newfoundland. While the baymen
may not usually kick up a fuss over
the insults offered them, they never­
theless usually remember them. The
city of St. John's is not a city, and
its members are not the proper ones
to offer discourtesy to the butports.
As a representative of St. John’s West
I deplore the discourtesy shown to
them. I was standing by the dooi
of this House a few days ago, asking
that room be made for the Speaker to
pass and as the Hon. Minister ol
Public Works, Mr. Jennings, and the
Hon. Minister of Shipping, Mr. Cave,
went by, the lowest, vilest remarks,
couched in corner-boy language were i
passed, even as to their religion, and ■
insults were hurled at them by’ thosit I
gathered there. I would like to say ■ 
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right here that when the day comes
that a representative o£ the South or
North has to be insulted by those in
the gallery here, that day spells the
downfall of St. John’s. Water St. is
not paved with St. John's money but
with the money from every part ol
Newfoundland. Take all the great
public buildings, this House of Assenu
bly, the Court House, the General Hos­
pital, the Post Office, the Custom
House, the Lunatic Asylum and all
the others; these are not built with
St. John’s money but with Newfound­
land money. St. John's represents
only one-seventh of the people of the
country, yet into it is poured a vast
amount of money among its large
number of public servants and it
handles seven-eighths of the revenue.
Some imagine that St. John's owns)
all the freight, all the bags and bar­
rels that are handled here, but 4 of
every 5 packages have as their ultim­
ate destination some outport. It is
the people of Newfoundland today
who are held responsible for the in­
terest on the debt on the city. Last
year St. John’s was given a speciaj
vote of $50,000 out of the funds of
the country and only to-day we had
to give it a loan of $50,000 to pay
for city labour. And still when a
man like Mr. Jennings, a man whq
has built his own boat, caught and
cured the fish, passed through every
phase in the prinipal industry of the
country and worked up to his pres­
ent important position by his own
ability and integrity and can come iq
here with such a vigorous speech ag
his. he is subjected to insult. I de?
plore the day when such a man was,
ridiculed about his religion and the,
fact that he came from an outport)
as he was when he walked into thig
room the other day. I would like to
say to the people in general in thg
name of the coopers, shoeworkers,
factory hands, laborers and others,
don't allow the day to come when the 

representative of such a wealthy dis­
trict as Twillingate, is to be insult­
ed here. I do not believe there would
be a factory in St. John’s to-day as
big as a village schoolhouse if it were
not for the people of the outports.
The plants are not much good today
as the outport people are not buying
their products; it is on them the facj
tories depend for their operation.
The manufacture of all the lines,
twines, biscuits, boots, woollens, etc.
in St. John’s depends on the outport
men who come here in their schooners
and take these products to their
homes at the North or South. I sinj
cerely hope the day will never come
when discourtesy will be developed
,by the men who should be glad tq
welcome the baymen.

Take the business men along Water
Street. Among the leaders are out­
port men. Take Sir Jo hn Crosbie,
take Mr. Hickman. Are they not out­
port men. I do not know where Mr.
Barr comes from; but I have never
yet heard of anyone refusing his labor
either on his wharf or in his office.
The Hon. Mr. Coaker comes from St.
John’s West, the district which ,1 have
the honor to represent. He was born
and reared on the South Side, but
went to live at the North, where by his
industry and enterprise he became
head of a great organisation which
owns a huge premises and does an
enormous business. As a Minister of
the Crown he has won the esteem that
should be accorded him. St. John’s,
I repeat, the cooper, the laborer, shoe­
worker, factory hand, fish handler,
the man who makes the woollens, all
depend upon the outports. Take their
support away and St. John’s would be
little better than a village. My ob­
ject is to get every dollar and every
form of employment I can for the
District of St. John’s West. But the
principal industry on which the coun­
try depends is the fishery, and very
little fish is caught by the people of
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St. John's. I£ the brains of a St.
John’s man, Hon. Mr. Coaker, did
build up the North, his work is a
credit to him. St. John's has not in­
sulted the men of the North, but
hooligans and heelers did so. 1 heard
the insults myself and will not forget
them. As the great Persian poet,
Omar Khayyam, has it:
“The moving finger writes, and hav­

ing written, moves on.”
While the things said to the Bay­

man may not be resented at the mo­
ment, it will be later.

Now, Mr. Speaker, as to the attacks
made on 'the Hon. Minister of Public
Works re the expenditure for snow­
shovelling and relief work in Harbor
Main. Despite the fact that an elec­
tion was on at the time, the number
of dollars spent there did not amount
to one cent more than was spent
through Mr. Bambrick in my own dis­
trict; it was no greater than was ex­
pended in St. Mary’s Bay either.
Every discourtesy too has been hurl­
ed across the floors of this House at
my friend, the Hon. Dr. Campbell. I
know Dr. Campbell as a courteous
and considerate gentleman whenever
called upon to perform a public or
private service. When any man goes
to his surgery tfor script treatmen
any other treatment or no treatment
whatever, he will find that he is in­
variably treated with courtesy. He
was attacked on the ground that he
is not a Newfoundlander, and it was
hurled across the House that he was
not here "a dog’s watch.” I know one
thing, he is a gentleman, and I would
take his word on any proposition be­
fore that of Mr. Morine, who is also
a foreigner. I am not attacking Mr.
Morine because he is a foreigner, for
in a sense we are all foreigners. We
are all descendants of the Scotch,
Irish and English, and beyond an oc­
casional one with a touch of Indian
blood, there are no aboriginies in the
country. We all stand on our own

record and as to what we are prepar­
ed to do for the betterment of the
country in which we live. All are
welcome here and are judged by the
record of what they do.

I want to make brief reference as
promised, and to put in skeleton form
a few remarks, as to the statements
made by the Opposition, and I will
have an opportunity later to see them
in cold type after they have revised
them to send out of the country, and
to deal with them more fully. As to
th e sugar situation, I will deal with
it again. I know this is an unpopular
subject, and I am not standing here
to shirk responsibility or to shift the
blame, if any there be, to other
shoulders, or to deal with whether I
was present or not at a meeting of
the Control Board. The local Board
did far better than the Canadian re­
finers or the Board in England did
for themselves. I want to tell you,
gentlemen, that the sugar refiners of
Canada, who are the most skilful
business men and represent the great
est financial intelligence of that Do­
minion, lost 17 million dollars in the
market collapse in which we lost
$150,000. The Board here consisted
of Hon. A. W. Mews, Mr. J. J. McKay,
ex-President of the Board of Trade,
and Messrs. T. Noel, President of the
N.I.W.A., and Jas. McGrath, of the
'Longshoremen’s Union, who were
added to the membership by special
Act of the Legislature last year so as
to enable the Board to be representa­
tive of the people, with Mr. H. W. Le-
Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister of
Customs. They acted on the best ob­
tainable advice, after consultation
with the best business brains of Can­
ada, and after all made only the same
mistake as they did. If we lost $150,-
000, the refiners of Canada, with the
most expert knowledge of the mar­
kets behind them, lost 17 millions.

MR. BENNETT:—What is the com.
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parative price of sugar between Can­
ada and here?

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I do
not know the comparative price, but
I do know that it bore heavily for
some time past on my purse. In Eng­
land the price of sugar was kept up
until recently' just as it was done
here. In Cuba the export of rice was
prohibited till they got rid of their
surplus stocks of sugar. In England
the Board of Food Control kept the
price of bacon at 20c. and ham 6c.
higher per pound than the regular
market value; lard was 10c. and but­
ter and cheese were also in advance
of the market. Why? Because when
you are trading on a falling market
you must keep up the price or meet
with loss. We had to keep up the
price or suffer the loss to the revenue
and take it out of the pockets of the
people. I think that with the fact of
the Canadian loss before us, the
handling of the situation here is no
discredit to us. With the price of
bacon kept at 20c. per pound higher
than usual, and other commodities
also at an advanced rate under the
Board of Control in England, what
could we be, expected to do here. As
to the. loss or otherwise sustained in
the handling of sugar by Messrs.
Harvey & Co., that can easily be as­
certained, as on motion of Mr. Ben­
nett, which .1 seconded, the Hon. Mr.
Foote, Hon. Dr. Barnes, Minister of
Education, and Mr. Bennett have been
appointed a commission to look into
the accounts of the Food Control
Board and see if they can explain
where the losses, if such there be,
did occur. I would like to explain
that Mr. Bennett deferred his motion
in this connection a day or two ago
so that I could consult with Hon. Mr.
Mews, Chairman of the Food Control
Board. When I spoke to the latter,
he said "Certainly, go ahead; we have
not taken advantage of the situation
to the value of a two-cent postage 

stamp.” Nothing will give me great­
er pleasure, Mr. Speaker, than to see
the report of this commission, as at
present constituted or with an en­
larged membership, tabled, and I am
perfectly sure that it will show not
even the suggestion of dishonesty on
the part of any man on that Board.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Why not get
down the New York auditors?

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—That is
not necessary, as there has been no
suggestion of corruption.

It will give me great pleasure to
meet any of my friends from St.
John’s West at my office in the day.
time, and believe me, I have one or
two friends in that district yet, de­
spite all the fuss that has been made
over the sugar situation.

Now, Mr. Speaker, as to our finan­
cial situation. We today are trading
on a falling market. When a pair of
boots, for example, cost $10 per pair,
with a duty of 45 per cent., they
brought in $4.50 to the revenue, but
today we get only half that amount
as their price is only half the rate
paid during the war. It has been
stated in my hearing by some of the
leading business men that this year
70c. will be as good in purchasing
supplies for the fishery as $1.00 was
last year. The cost of living is go­
ing down, and the figures given out
by the trade show that by the autumn
65c. will buy as much provisions for
the winter as $1.00 did last year.
While this reduction will be an ad­
vantage to all in enabling them to
run their households much more
cheaply, it will be detrimental to the
revenue which we derive from an ad
valorem duty. While the war is hap.
pily over, it is still on in the sense
that the toll of money, instead of
blood, is being taken to meet our war
debts.

Altho prices may be coming down
and may continue to have a downward
tendency, we cannot hope to derive 
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from this fact the same general ad,
vantage to the country and the tax­
payer as would be the case had we
not our war liability to pay. The
war cost Newfoundland something
like $16,000,000 and besides this thq
amount of pensions that must bq
paid to those who fought on Land or
sea and who returned home maimed
and injured or to those who became
sick while in the service as well as
to the dependents of those who lost
their lives in the service of the Em­
pire, is half a million dollars per
year. Added to these things we have
the maintenance of institutions that
were established or enlarged during
the war when revenues were large
and money was plentiful. In the
course of the time of which I spealj
there was built in the western section
of the City a wonderful institution
from which incalculable benefits havq
been derived, the Sanitarium; thep
there are the two wings added to
the Lunatic Asylum, a wing to tho
Fever Hospital and others, all of
which, established as they have beep
for the general welfare of the country,
must be maintained and kept ii)
proper order now and on a falling
market. We thus find ourselves faced
with increased responsibilities of
maintenance while we no longer have
the advantage of war revenues where,
with to meet them. But Sir, the
suggestion that Newfoundland is fac-j
ing financial ruin is not merely the
view taken by a pessimistic mind, it
is not the outcome of a fair and im,
partial consideration of the facts as
they really exist, but it is thrown out
for deliberate political propaganda
purposes with no other object in vievf
than to injure the Colony’s credit in
the eyes of the outside world. Even
if the suggestion were backed up by
the merest shadow of truth we should
all do the very best that was in oui;
power to cover up the fact and show
to the world the best front we can 

so that we keep our escutcheon un­
blemished and our stability unquesj
tioned. Looking at the London Times
all I can find is that Newfoundland’s
revenue will be terribly low this
year; take up another copy of the
Times and the same thing is to be
seen and all these stories, politically
concocted for the sole purpose of
damning Newfoundland, are emanate
ing from Opposition circles. I am in
possession of the name of a man who
is known to be connected with tho
Opposition and who sent to the Can­
adian Press a message, ithe contents
of which are not only grossly wrong
but are a reflection on the good
name of the country and the people of
this City in particular. This mes<
sage has been circulated thruout
Canada, finding its way, thru thq
service to which it was sent, into
hundreds of papers all over that conn,
try and I hope that in three weeks
or thereabout I will be in a position
to make public the name of the per­
son who was responsible for sending
it. The article in question is as fol}
lows: (Reads article)

SIR M. P. CASHIN:— You have no
proof of who sent that message.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
Sir Michael Cashin says he is pre­
pared to pay for it. No doubt he
can, I wish I. had one tenth of Sir
Michael’s wealth.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—You have no
proof of who sent that message.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I have
already stated that I hope to have per,
mission in three weeks to make the
name public. It will be remembered
that last year a statement containing
utterly false information was senf
from this City and later given pub,
lication in an Almanac in England. If
took me three months to trace thq
identity of the sender of that inform­
ation but I succeeded in doing so
with the assistance of a detective
agency in London,
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SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Tel us some­
thing about the Colony.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:-!
Sir M. P. Cashin wants to know some­
thing about the Colony. The point
with which I was dealing was the
cause of the trade depression from
which the country is now suffering
and in a large measure it will be
found to be the propaganda to which
I have referred. It has done incal­
culable harm to Newfoundland and I'
have had three letters from New­
foundlanders in the United States de­
ploring the stories of hard times that
are being sent from here. I have in
my office an article of this kind over
the signature of Newfoundlander who
should be ashamed to be guilty of)
such conduct. Even if these things
were true they should not be spread
broadcast because for example, if a
man’s next-door neighbor is poor that
man does not go around telling thq
world of his neighbour’s poor circum­
stances. Such an act would scarcely
he considered manly.

My friend outside the Bar asks
what about the damaging statements,
but if he has, then I say that he
should be run out of the country like
all the others who have been guilty
of the same conduct.

Referring again to the general de­
pression in trade, I repeat that altbo
the war is over we are still paying
for it in money just as during the
conflict we paid for it in blood, and
not only this country but the whole
world is paying in money, but thank
God we have not been reduced to the
condition of stagnation to which othev
countries have been brought. While
I was in Italy I witnessed scenes that)
made me feel firoud that it was not
my native land, and again when I was
in London I saw evidences of depres­
sion and general stagnation of povy
erty and unrest that I was thankful
once more that this was not my native
land. On visiting Montreal and Nevj

York I was also confronted with the
same conditions of poverty and de­
pression of which this country knows
practically nothing.

Naturally there will be trade de­
pression for a time, in this country as
elsewhere and indeed it is doubtful if
wo are experiencing this to anything
like it is being felt in other countries
and in this connection I would like to
refer to an article from a Canadian
paper dealing with the subject. The
article says:

(Reads article)
The prices of things in Europe, be­

cause of . exchange conditions, are so
high as to render them altogether in­
accessible. in the main, to the average
consumer and Canada has lost her best
markets for most of her principal pro­
ducts because foreign exchange has
made prices prohibitive for the poor
who are the largest consumers, and
there you have a touch of what this
< ountry has experienced with regard
to the fish situation. In Italy where
befo'e the war the lira was worth
twenty cents it is now worth only four
or five cents and from this it can be
seen what these people must pay to
give us anything like an average price
for our product. Suppose, for example,
that the price of our fish was ?10
per quintal, that would be a normal
figure for the Italiahs to pay were
their lira worth twenty cents but by
the time they had paid four or five
liras for every one that would have
had to be paid formerly, the quintal
of fish that would bring our shippers
SJO would cost them ?40 or J5J. That
is, for Newfoundland to get ?10 for
her fish in London, the Italian buyer
must pay forty or fifty dollars in their
own money so that it will be readily
realized that it is not in the power
of these people to buy much of our
fish. That, Sir, is part of the solu­
tion of the fishery problem. Solve the
exchange question and the fishery
problem will also be solved.

This brings me to that horrible
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nightmare, the Fish Regulations /of
which so much has been said and I
want to say at the outset that I do
not mean to shirk one iota of the
responsibility for them. The policy
had my entire approval when it was
first adopted and it has my entire ap­
proval now. I know that such a state
ment does not tend towards popularity
that perhaps nine tenths of the peo­
ple of the country are, and have been,
opposed to them, but whether that is
so or not, I am prepared to hold to
that attitude. Before going further I
want to draw the attention of Sir John
Crosbie to an incorrect statement made
by him in discussing this matter a few
days ago. He said that the Speech
from the Throne declared the mea­
sure to have passed this House unani­
mously, but that is not so; Sir John
could not have read the Speech cor­
rectly. The statement was that the
Regulations passed the House without
a dissenting vote which was strictly
correct. To give Sir John his due, he
was the one man on the other side
who stood four square on the Regula­
tions. He was opposed to them from
the start but when the measure was
put to a vote he was not in the
House and when those opposing it
were asked to signify their stand by
saying "nay”, there were no nays. Sir
John was not present and the vote
went through without a single dissent­
ing vote.

Now, Sir, I will tell you why I am
in favor of Regulations for the ex­
port of our codfish; not these par­
ticular regulations but any that would
be carried out properly and without
prejudice, and I may say here that
had the Regulations the past year not
been under the control of a number
of gentlemen on Water St. who had
not the leisure to attend to them, the
results would have been different from
what they were. Undoubtedly the
policy behind the regulations was
right. Suppose we want to buy a
cargo of flour and there were a dozen 

vessels in port with cargoes sent here
on consignment with brokers going
around from store to store beseeching
business people to buy from them, is
it likely that we would pay them
prices we now have to pay? But it
is well known that before you can
get a cargo of flour in Canada or the
States you have to pay down your
pood money for every barrel of it, and
it is on just such a sane, sound busi­
ness basis that we want to place our
fish exports if we want to get the
best possible results. As things are
now, anyone can send any old kind
of fish across in any old kind of ves­
sel on consignment and depend on a
broker to gq about from place to
place trying to get some buyer to take
it off his hands. Now, can we expect
to get good prices for our fish while
this sort of thing goes on? Suppose
Canada and the United States export­
ed their flour, their beef, their sugar
or any of their other numerous pro­
ducts according to this principle, do
you think they would get the same­
good prices that these articles com­
mand in the various markets to-day?
No. while we continue to export on
consignment and pay enormous com­
missions to brokers we cannot hope
to obtain good prices for our fish.
Why was it that one business house in
this city built up a fortune on cattle
during the past few years, why? be­
cause all sale made of the cattle im­
ported were made on commission and
there was no possibility of loss to the
seller because he first sold the cattle
and deducted his commission before
he paid the shipper for them. He had

■ no losses because if losses did occur
they had to be borne by the man who
owned them. Go to Portugal, Spain,
Italy or any of the other fish buying
countries and you will find that the
nmn who have been selling our fish in
the past are wealthy and why? If
you were to go down on Water St.
you would find from the West End to
Maggoty Cove there are premises 
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bearing the names of firms who did
business there twenty-five years ago,
but they are no longer there and, Sir,
the explanation is identical with tha\.
which accounts for the wealth of the
foreign brokers who sold their fish
for them on commission. That ex­
planation is to be found in the damn­
able consignment policy. The Regula­
tions tried to put our fish export trade
on a basis that would go far to rem­
edy this evil and it was with this
object and no other that the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries put them in
force, but eternal defamation will at­
tach to the men who, as soon as this
House closed, went out and used
every disreputable plan at their
command to nullify their good effect
on the general fish trade of the coun­
try. I say, Mr. Speaker, that while
there is on the Order Paper an Act for
the repeal of the Fish Regulations, the
day is not far distant in my opinion
when the people will be clamouring
to have just such regulations as these
enforced to save the trade of the coun­
try. As an instance of what can be
accomplished by the regulation of ex­
ports we need only take the case of
Annapolis Valley where at one time
the people were almost beggars be­
cause of the fact that they had no
system in the export of their apple
crops. They sold on consignment
and were forced to take what they
could get but when they introduced
their apple regulations things changed
immediately for the better and homes
'hat had been reduced to poverty,
farms that had so far fallen off as to
be practically in disuse became pros­
perous and flourishing and anyone who
passes through that district now as I
had the pleasure of doing some little
time ago, must admit that it would be
difficult to find greater evidences of
prosperity anywhere, and all this was
due to the change from selling their
apples on consignment to the present
business-like and properly regulated
manner. The same condition of things 

confronts us to-day as confronted the
farmers of Annapolis Valley several
years ago and we should look tht
thing in the face and make up our
minds that the sooner we apply the
remedy that is in our own hands the
better. While I say this I realize that
it is by no means a popular pronounce
ment and that objections, political and
otherwise, will be raised by perhaps
seven-eighths of the people of the
community.

As it is now getting on for G o’clock,
Mr. Speaker, I shall not detain the

jHouse much longer, but there is an­
other matter I should like to refer to
before taking my seat. There is an
institution in the city known as the
Bust Factory. With the matter of
who is running this institution I am
not at present going to deal but that
those connected have been kept
pretty constantly employed there is no
room for doubt. When we were elect­
ed in 1919, the prediction was that
,we would not find it possible to form
a Cabinet, but we did; the next pre­
diction was that we would not close
the House but again we did.

While I was on the other side, bets
were freely, made that I would not be
Prime Minister when I came back,
and I have in my possession a bet
made by a person connected with the
Opposition that was written on the
back of a Bank of Montreal note
We’ve heard of th, Government being
“busted,” we’ve heard time and again
that the House wouldn’t be opened
by us, then that it would not be clos­
ed by us, and the last limit that was
given for the Government to hold to­
gether was ten days. In connection
with these things I merely want to
say that from my association with
those in the Government as Chairman
of Council, I have never seen in any
government greater indications of
union or solidarity. It has been a
matter of great regret to me to
find those outport men who are my
colleagues abused in the manner they 
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have, and I can only say that those
responsible for it will have much to
regret also. As to the abuse that has
been directed to me personally, I
consider that, because of its source,
an asset rather than anything else.
As to the stability and unanimity of
the present Government, I can say
with perfect confidence that there is
not a man in the whole administra­
tion, whether he be in the Council or
outside of it, who would not take full
responsibility for everything that has
been done since we came into power.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—That is poor
satisfaction for the tax-payers.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
That is not poor satisfaction for the
tax-payers, it is the very best satis­
faction to them, and that brings to
my mind another point or two on
which I had not counted on touching.
The first of these is the railroad pro­
gramme. I might say that I am not
personally responsible for any par­
ticular wording of any particular
minute of council in connection ther^j'
with, but the facts are these. The rail­
way had utterly collapsed and the
Bank of Montreal would not give the
Reid Nfid. Co. one cent more to con.
tinue to carry it on. We realised that
we could not allow the service to
close down in June, as it was the
only resource of its kind that the
Colony had, so the only thing left to
do was to take it over and run it. The
best possible was done under the cir­
cumstances, and while it may not
have been very good, it was at least
better than nothing. No one pretends
that the members of the Commission
were expert railroad men, and altho
Mr. Coaker undoubtedly knew more
about running a railroad than Mr. H.
D. Reid, he did not profess^to be per­
fect in that direction. We were faced
with a problem that required immed­
iate solution and the best possible in
the Colony's interests was done.

I want also to refer to that won­

derful matter of the half million dol­
lars that was taken to purchase fish.
I might say that I was out of town
when that was done, but if I had
been here I would have done the same
thing, because I know that it would
have been the right thing to do. Not
only was the price in the local
market likely to fall to a consider­
able extent, but there were huge
quantities of fish on the way across
the Atlantic or already arrived in the
foreign markets, and if the price here
fell to four dollars per quintal before
that fish was put into consumption,
the price in these markets would take
a corresponding drop and enormous
losses to the exporters and to the
country would have resulted, so that
it was imperative that the price
should be maintained here at that
time at all costs. Then I ask why
should St. John’s object to the use
of this money for the purpose, to
which it was devoted? The money
was spent on fish that was handled
here in St. John’s thus giving employ­
ment that would not have been ob­
tainable had the fish in question not
found a market and it will be re­
membered that the previous govern­
ment did not object to talte half a
million dollars of the people’s money
before the general election with
which to buy votes. If Mr. Coaker
had wished he could have brought
that money to Port Union to spend it
instead of spending it here and giv­
ing that much extra labor to St.
John’s. Most of the laboring class of
people in St. John’s are dependent on
the outports for labor. When fish is
brought from the outports to St.
John’s for the St John’s merchants
to buy it, the merchants then give
the labor to the St. John’s man.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—That is not
true.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
That is mostly true. The men who
give the St. John’s mechanics and the
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St. John’s labourers employment are
the St. John’s merchants through the
outport fishermen who bring their
products here; and if you take the
outport schooners out of St. John’s
in the spring, you will have the har­
bour as barren of trade and the docks
as barren of employment as you have
them in the month of January.

MR. BENNETT:—That is what you
got today.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
Exactly. That is why so many in­
sults are being handed out to the out­
port people. Now with respect to the
♦h'ree hundred thousand dollars that
was paid for fish. Why should the
Newfoundland people howl about a
thing of that sort when the same
thing is done in connection with
other industries? The Bell Island
Transportation Company of St. John’s
East are the trustees every year
under the revenue of the Colony with
a guaranteed dividend of five per
cent. The Floating and other Dock­
ing Companies around the Island get
a percentage every year. I am not
in a position to say whether or not
the Floating Dock has drawn sub­
stantially on the revenue within the
past year, but I am in possession of
correspondence to show me that they
get at least $600 last year, which is
the difference between what they
made and the live per cent, on their
capital.

MR. HIGGINS:—The Bell Island
Transportation Bill was passed here
while the House of Assembly was in
session.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
Yes. As the Hon. Member for St.
John’s East says, it was passed while
the House of Assembly was in ses­
sion; and it was passed with the
knowledge and concurrence of the
whole House so that every outport
member who was ’n St. John’s at .that
time voted unanimously for the
measure that was brought before the

[Ij'House by the party that was then in
power.

Let me point out, Mr. Speaker.
that the Norweg'.ia Government had
to buy thirty million dollars worth
of Norwegian fish to help out th<»
Norwegian fishermen, which fish is
now being turns.! into- guano. In­
stead of the Norwegian Government
standing behind their fishermen as
we did, they back them to the extent
of thirty million dollars. Did not the
British Government stand debit d
their herring catchers and bought
eight hundred barrels of herring at
fifty-five shillings a barrel and
which herring is now thrown on the
dump? The British Government, I
might say, lost every dollar on that
transaction. Well, if the Norwegian
Government managed to, stand be­
hind their fishermen to the amount
I have already stated; if the British
Government stood behind their her­
ring catchers, and if the British Gov­
ernment stood behind their coal min­
ers and offered to pay up the differ­
ence in the operations of the mines
in order to get a decent wage for the
miners, surely goodness the New­
foundland Government can be asked
to stand behind the Newfoundland
fishermen.

I do not feel that I should detain
the House at any great length. There
is a multitude of matters upon which
I should like to dwell this afternoon,
but I shall refrain, as I do not want
to deal- with -them until I view actual­
ly in print the observations of the
members opposite so that there can
be no possible misunderstanding, and
I do not want to deal with them until
I see their revised speeches publish­
ed to the country in the official de­
bates. I am glad there is a motion
before the House for the adoption of
the report of the Committee; there is
also an amendment before the House,
moved by Sir Michael Cashin, Leader
of the Opposition, and seconded by
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Sir John Croabie. The amendment is
an attack upon the Fish Regulations;
the amendment contains the same
tenor and the same falsehood and the
amendment alleges in effect an abso­
lute failure in connection with the
Fish Regulations, but does not at­
tempt to suggest anything other than
that the policy was wrong; which
policy I believe to be right. Con­
sequently, I propose to vote against
the amendment, and I ask those who
are supporting me in this House to
do likewise.

MR. VINICOMBE:—Mr. Speaker, J
rise to support the amendment and I
do so in all sincerity. I have listened
attentively to the remarks of the dif­
ferent speakers on the Government
side who have told us and told the
country that we, on this side of the
House, are not sincere. Well all I
can say is that the people outside
who represent a greater majority than
the few supporters the Government
have in the galleries know different­
ly. We have no particular fondness
for holding up this House; but, ij
we allowed business to go through
without prying into the public affair^
of the country in the way we did, we
would not have found out the vast
amount of information, which was
not contained in the Speech from
the Throne, that we have, and thq
longer we are here the more dirt and
scandal we expect to hear about the
Government.

I must congratulate the -Prime Min,
ister on his appeal here today; buf
his plea was pitiable because of the
“bust office" that had cropped up in
the Government. The Prime Minister
must have heard the rumour that thq
Government was going to be ‘‘busted?
and that is why he started in to rurj
down the people in the district of
St. John's West who elected him. He
eulogized the people from the north.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
Hear, hear, I am one of them.

MR. VINICOMBE:—You did not
say that a few years ago when you
were driven out of Trinity Bay. You
see the sign of the times now in St,
John’s West and you know you cannoi;
go back there. You want to try anq
get in with Mr. Coaker, the man who
called you the “black rascal.” You
came here and made out that Mr.
Jennings was insulted and you left
the impression that he was insulted
by some of the followers of Sir Mich,
ael’s party. Were you in this House
yesterday when one of your followers
named Hookey called out for three
cheers for the Newfoundland disaster
as Capt. A. Kean was coming into the
House? I think, sir, that expression
was a disgrace and unbecoming any
civilized man. Now I am going to
call a spade a spade. I am some­
what like Mr. Gosse. I am inde­
pendent, even though I cannot say
that I do not owe a cent to any per?
son.

What did the Prime Minister say
in his manifesto to the people? Did
he not condemn the position of Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries that Is
occupied by Mr. Coaker today? You
said in your Manifesto. (Reads from
Manifesto). Mr. Coaker is Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to-day, I repeat,
and the Prime Minister is the man
that said he should not be holding the
position. But that is only one item
in which the Prime ' Minister fell
down under, according to the prom­
ises made in his Manifesto. He fell
down on the question of taxation
also. Last year when we had taxa­
tion reduced on Bologna Sausage I
remarked that the members of tho
Government would be coming back
this spring like Germans from eat­
ing Bologna Sausage. No doubt thej
came back alright like a crowd of
whipped Germans.

The mere mention of the Fish Reg­
ulations prompts me to recite a pas­



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 169

sage with apologies from the elegy
of Sir Thomas Moore:
“Not a drum was heard, not a funeral

note
"As his corpse to the ramparts we

hurried,
"Not a fisherman discharged his fare­

well shot,
"O'er the grave where the Regula­

tions were buried.”
When Mr. Coaker arrived on the

scene, which was thirteen days after
th? opening of the House, Mr, Sam-.
son, the strongest man of the Gov?
eminent party, got up and asked q
question, as did also another membei?
of that party. I must say that the
Prime Minister or whoever was di­
rectly interested in those question^
showed poor courtesy to Mr. Samson,
Mr. Jennings or whoever the gentle­
men were that asked the questions by
not insisting that the answer be forth­
coming to these gentlemen.

MR. TARGETT:—Mine was answer­
ed. You do not know what you are
talking about.

MR. VINICOMBE:—I know; but
many are called but few are chosen.
My colleague, Mr. Higgins, while talk-
on the Regulations a few days ago,
asked Mr. Coaker if he intended or
not to vote for the Amendment thaj
was moved by the Opposition. I do
not believe here to-night what the
Prime Minister said, namely, that Mrt
Coaker was going to take off the Reg,
ulations. I believe that it was only
after he found that we had brought in
an Amendment that he decided to re-,
peal the Regulations, because Mr,
Higgins put it to Mr. Coaker straight
and asked him for the sake of New­
foundland to bury all differences ancj
to vote on the Amendment as his con­
science dictated. I pity Mr. Coaker
and I say here now that I really
thought Mr. Coaker was sincere wheq
he brought in the Regulations. If
the Regulations were right and prop-, 

er, as the Prime Minister said they
were, why repeal them?

I am sure that Mr. Jennings madq
a good case for himself with the
northern people wben he told that
lie had been insulted because he hat)
not received a first class education
and because he had to build his owq
boat, his own house and what not.
That came, sir, with very poor grace.
If Mr. Jennings continues much long;
er to tell how he built his boat and
his house, the latter will become as
famous as “the house that Jacli
Built.” As to his honesty of purpose,
the people of Twillingate district will
be able to judge, despite what hq
said about education. Any man who
starts in to sign cheques for snovj
shovelling to the extent of over seven
thousand dollars like Mr. Jennings}
did for the district of Hr. Main is not
honest. Imagine $7000 for Hr. Mair]
district while such larger district^
like St. John’s East and West did
not get as much as $300. I hope my
friend opposite, who is known as hon­
est John Abbott will never take a
ministerial position in the Govern­
ment because he might fall in like
Mr. Jennings did.

The Prime Minister went on to
tell us in his speech about the way
that insults were hurled at the men
of the north. As I stated here a few
weeks ago, it is no use for any man
or men trying to put St. John's
against the north. Before ever Mr,
Squires was in St. John’s 1 refer to
the time of the sealers’ strike, whaf
about the unity that existed then9 It
is ony a politician who has had hlq
day that would try and break this
unity. Judging by the speech of the;
Prime Minister today, he sees his
evitable downfall in the district of
St. John's West, and he is fishing to
get into the bosom of Mr, Coaker.

Speaking of Ad Valorem duty re­
minds me of the promise you made to
the country in your Manifesto in
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1919. When you made that state­
ment you were either insincere oy
incompetent. Surely sir you must
have known the depression that wag
to follow the war. Not so with hon­
est Cashin, however. He told the
people candidly that he could not re­
duce taxation, as it would be im­
possible then to promise such; but if
times turned out alright he would re-j
duce it. It may seem strange to the
members of the Government side of
the House, but Cashin and his asso-j
elates would not like to be in charge
of the ship of state to-day. I am go­
ing to say one thing before this
House closes and that is that I am
going to get more interested than
ever in that “bust office” or “bust fac-;
tory,” referred to by the Prime Min-
ister in his speech. If any “bust"
does take place, I can assure the
Prime Minister that we will not be
looking for that side of the House.
We are going to get to that side when
we go to the country two and halt
years time. We have heard a lot
about Cashin and graft, but the an­
swers to the questions that we havq
asked in this House have shown that;
the present Government have com,
mitted the greatest scandals ever per­
petrated in Newfoundland. Now Mr.
Jennings has fallen into the ways of
the politician as well as the rest of
his associates. He knows he cannot
go to Tw.illingate district and give an
account of his stewardship like he did
after last session. Seemingly from
the speeches made by the different
members opposite they all fell foij
what Mr, Fox said about the heart of
Mr. Coaker. Personally I thought
that Mr. Coaker didn’t have any
heart, at least, I heard that he had
lost it. Mr. Jennings fell for it toq
for the purpose of getting votes in
the future, I presume. He said that
the northern men will resent such an
insult. I know that on the eve ot
the next election his stock in trade 

will be what Mr. Fox said about haul­
ing the heart out of Mr. Coaker foy
doing what he did. Even Mr. Squires
and Mr. Hibbs fell for'it. No doubt
they will all make that their political
platform next time. What about the
insults hurled at the people of St,
John's West today by the Prime Min­
ister? I wonder if he knows about
the depression prevailing in St,
John’s West today? The coopers arg
the greatest sufferers there and I
would like to know what .they think
about what the outports are doing
for them.

Another matter I would like to re­
fer to Mr. Speaker, is a statement
that appeared in the ‘Daily Star’ stat­
ing that Vinicombe was Higgin’s er­
rand boy, who wafs going around
bringing fellows to the House; but I
would be better satisfied to be Hig­
gin’s errand boy than to be the Prime
Minister’s Chief Secretary.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
never invited you.

MR. VINICOMBE:—No, you would
be afraid to trust me because you
might fear I would find out too much
about you. The only man I ever
brought into the House is a support­
er of the Prime Minister’s. He asked
me and I brought him in.

Getting back to the Fish Regulations
again. On that issue I am something
similar in my attitude to my colleague,
Mr. Higgins. I am prepared to stand
for one common cause—our country—
but when the situation was put up to
Mr. Coaker he was not big enough to
give a- straight-forward answer; but
inferentially said that because we
brought in, an Amendment that he
was going to bring in a Bill repeal­
ing the Regulations. That was the day
that he should have proved himself a
man->-and failed. Then you will say
why do we criticize the Speech from
the Throne. I think it was Mr. Jen.
nings said that Mr. Higgins had th«>
material and he drove the nail that 
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some of us split the board; but I
dliink that the Regulations split too
much fish last year for the benefit of
■this country. As I take It, Sir, we are
all here in the interests of those
people who sent us here and to try
and do the best we possibly can foi
the good of the country, but do you
think that any people sent us here to
read the Speech from the Throne and
to let it go through the very next day.
No, Sir, I think we would be lacking
in our duty if we did such a thing,
despite the fact that supporters of the
government are saying that we are
using hang ’er down tactics. The
longer we are holding up the business
of the House the more disgusted the
men on the other side of the House
are getting with themselves.

Another matter, Mr. Speaker, that I
would like to draw your attention to
is the statement made by Mr. Coaket
at his Convention. In telling what
the people of the North had accom­
plished, he said that the Union men
were to have charge of three splendid
departments.
He was appointed Minister of Marine
and Fisheries; Mr. Halfyard, Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs and Mr.
Jennings, Minister of Public Works,
also he pointed out that the expendi­
ture of public monies by the public
departments of the Government for
the last ten years will be investigated
by competent men and that he antici­
pated that a general clean up would
result. I hope and trust that when

.the accounts are brought down here
that it will be seen that the money
spent during the past year was spent
in a competent way; but I am afraid
that some of it was squandered in a
way that did no credit to the present
administration, and that it may
prompt those at their next Convention
to extend the investigation to twelve
years instead of ten, as I believe that
it will be more necessary for a clean
up for the last two years than for the 

other ten. Mr. Coaker also stated at
his Convention that had the Cashin
party' been returned to power at the
last general election for four years
that the House of Assembly might just
as well be abolished and the Auditor
General dismissed because Cashin had
broken all laws with contempt and in­
terfered with the business of the
Governor when it suited him. I would
like to ask Mr. Coaker if he rean.»
meant what he said at his Convention
about Sir Michael Cashin? I do not
think he did. If he did mean it, well
then it was only what Mr. Coaker did
himself, because with his Fish Regu­
lations he did not recognize Governor,
■Prime Minister or anybody else, for

> acted in every capacity himself.
Evidently Mr. Coaker waited for Mr.
Squires whom he knew was going
to act as his scapegout and take all

jthe blame for him; but, as I remarked
before, Mr. Squires is fishing now for
a seat north from Mr. Coaker, though
Mr. Squires did not act likewise when
the railway deal was being put
through. As it is now half past six
Mr. Speaker, I move the adjournment
of the debate until to-morrow.

MR. WALSH:—MY. Speaker, I
would like the Prime Minister and
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to take a suggestion I have to offer.
I would suggest that all public mon­
ies, which shall be voted within a
few days, such as main line grants,
local grants and marine grants, be
sent out immediately. At the pres­
ent moment—I do not know what the
circumstances are like in other dis­
tricts—I know that these monies
would be a welcome guest in the dis­
trict that I have the honour to repre­
sent, as they would gp a long way
towards relieving distress in that
section. Quite recently I have been
literally besieged with telegrams and
letters from clergymen of various de­
nominations on this same subject
matter. Only today both mj' col­
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leagues and myself were in receipt of
three telegrams. I will not mention
any names, but one of the telegrams
contains four hundred words. Now
I would like to havelhis matter seri­
ously considered both by the Prime
Minister and the heads of the differ­
ent Government departments.

On motion the debate on the Ad­
dress in Reply was adjourned until
tomorrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
tomorrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27th, 1991
The House met at three of the clock

pursuant to adjournment.
MR. HIBBS:—Mr. Speaker, I ask

leave to present from the inhabitants
of Fogo asking that a sum of money
be granted to erect a Half Way House
between Fogo, and Seldom-Come-By.
There was one there some years ago
but it has blown down, and there is
no house there now. I might say that
the .distance between the two places
is ten miles, across bleak country, and
several people have lost their lives
during the past twenty-five years
travelling over that bleak country in
snowstorms. On December 28th last
year Wm. Snow lost his life in a snow
storm on that route. The country is
very bleak and there is no protection,
and the people are complaining very
much of the risk entailed because of
the lack of a Half Way House.

The petition is largely signed, and
I would ask that it be referred to the
Department to which it belongs, and
receive the consideration of the Gov­
ernment.

I also wish to present a petition
from. the Inhabitants of Joe Batt’s

Arm, asking for the sum of one hun­
dred dollars to erect a public roaft
around the Plant. This is a very im­
portant centre, and the people are
greatly handicapped because of the
lack of the good roads, and I would
ask that this petition be referred to
the Department to which it belongs
and receive the consideration of the
Government.

MR. WINSOR:—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Safe Harbor asking
that that place be made a port of call
for the Bay Boat or Coastal Boat, not
only for the benefit of that settlement,
but Till Cove and other settlements.
They have no connection with neither
the Bay or Coastal Boats, and I ask
that this petition be referred to the
Department to which it belongs, and
be given due consideration.

MR. ABBOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I have
much pleasure in supporting the peti­
tion presented by my colleague, Mi
Winsor.

MR. TARGETT:— Mr. Speaker, I
ask leave to present a petition from
the inhabitants of Hant’s Hr. for the
sum of sixty dollars to repair roads. I
would like to say that this money is
very much needed, and I trust that
the petition will be referred to the
Department to which it belongs, and
will receive due consideration.

Mr. Vinicombe asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the manufacturers
of the city have made representation
to the Government for increased dut­
ies or further protection, and if the
Government before considering the
matter will obtain from them and lay
on the table of the House a statement
showing the dividends paid by these
companies in each of the past ten
years, the bonuses paid, or increases
in capital of stock made in each of
the ten years and the amount of re­
serve maintained by each of thesq
companies at the present time.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked the Minister 
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oC Public Works to lay on the tabid
of the House a report of the work
done by Mr. John Davey, for 52,815.00)

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. the Minister of Finance and Cus5
toms, if Mr. E. Collishaw Imported into
this Colony, within the past fex
months, a number of rifles or guns;
if he obtained possession of the same
on a free entry or temporary permit)
and if so, why; who signed the tem­
porary permit and his reason for do)
ing so; what is the value of the
articles imported and the value of the
duty, and what steps the Government
proposes to take to collect the same.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines:
(a) If the Government has had any

relations, either directly or as
associated, with the owners of thq
sealing steamers with Major Clay­
ton Kennedy in regard to the op­
eration of airships, and what has
been the outcome of the same?

(b) If the said Major Clayton Ken.
nedy secured a contract from the
Government or the owners of the
sealing steamers, or both, to main
tain and work the airships for
sealfishery and survey work, am]
if so to lay on the table of the)
House a copy of the same.

(c) If the said airships were a gift)
from the British Government to
the Colony, and if as part of theii)
equipment there was a motor
lorry, and if the same was sold by
Major Clayton Kennedy in Lon­
don, and if so what became of
the proceeds?

(d) Did the Government either direct­
ly or as associated with the owtu
ers of the sealing steamers pay
Major Clayton Kennedy the sum
of $2,000 after attachments hac]
been laid on that money by dm]

process of law, and if so what de­
partment paid it to him?

le) Did the Government either direct?
ly or as associated with the own­
ers of the sealing steamers pay
the hotel expenses at the Coclu
rane Hotel in St. John’s of Capt.
Williams and Mr. Tippen on thq
occasion when they stayed there?

(f) Did the Government either direct­
ly or as associated above, pay tq
Mr. Skeleton a sum of money duo
him on his contract with Majov
Clayton Kennedy, and if so, what
sum was paid him, and why?

(g) Are any members of the party of
British mechanics, brought herq
by Major Clayton Kennedy ou
others connected with him, still
in the city, if so, are they owe]
any money, and if so, how much?

(h) If they made representations to
the Government for the payment,
of the same, or for help other­
wise.

(i) Has any money been paid them,
and if not, why not?

(j) Does the Government owe any
money on account of this enter­
prise. and if so. how much; am]
does the Government propose to
take any steps to assist these;
men, who came here in good faith,
to return to their native countr-?

Sir M. P. Cashin called the atten­
tion of Hon. the Minister of Marinq
and Fisheries, as Chairman of the
Railway Commission, to an official
statement of a meeting of the Com­
mission published in the newspapers,
September 11th, 1920, wherein the fol­
lowing announcement appears:

"The cutting out of the section
across the Topsails during the bad
weather was decided upon, and trains
will run from St. John's to Miller­
town Junction, and from Port-aux-
Basques to Humbermouth, the neces­
sary equipment and plows to be ar­
ranged for at each end before the
weather gets bad.”
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And to ask him the reasons for de­
viating from this policy and operating
the trains across the Topsails during
the whole of this winter, and an esti­
mate of the cost of the same, and o$
the amount that would have been sav,
cd to the Colony if the trains had
only run to Millertown Junction on
the one side and to Humbermouth on
the other, and to ask him if the con,
tlnuance of the cross-country service
through the winter months was ar­
ranged between himself and Mr. E:
Collishaw to facilitate the latter iij
moving pit props which he had sole)
to the A. N. D. Co., and why such a
heavy expenditure should have been
imposed upon the Colony for the bene,
fit of Mr. Collishaw.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of the Raib
way Commission, to lay on the table)
of the House a statement showing the
receipts and expenditures each month
from July 1st. 1920, to March 31st, o$
this year, during which period it Is
understood the railroael was operated
by the Railway Commission; anel also
the receipts and expenditure for the
same nine months, 1919-1920, 1918-19,
1917-18, during which periods the rail
road was operated by the Reid Co.;
also to show in the statement the re­
ceipts from passenger traffic, freight
traffic, mails and other sources li)
each month of each of these periods,
and a similar statement of expendi­
tures showing the cost of:
(?) Maintenance of line, building, etc.
(b) Making and repairs of engines.
(cl Repairs of cars.
(dl General expenses. •

Sir M. P. Cashin called the atten,
tion of Hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to an official announce­
ment in the issue of his organ—“Thq
Advocate” of Wednesday, December
1st. that on the previous evening, the
Railway Commission sat for fouy
hours and dealt with many important 

matters, among them being that “A
General Manager for the railway sys­
tem had been secured and was to ar­
rive in a few days,” and to ask him it
such general manager has arrived, it
so what is his name, what are hlq
credentials, what salary is he receiv­
ing, and for what period has he been
engaged, and if he has not arrived
why not; also if a gentleman, under­
stood to have been selected for this
position arrived here some three or
four months ago ^and departed again
after two or three days; if this gen­
tleman came to look over the Rail,
way and allied properties before asj
suming the position and if he refused
to assume the position because he
could not secure any guarantee that
he would be ableto operate the Rail­
way along business-like lines and
without interference from inexperi­
enced people like the Minister and
others; if he regarded the Railroad as
being in a hopeless condition and the
Chairman of the Commission and oth,
ers as unsuited to disect it and if not
why he left; and if there is any cor,
respondence between that gentleman
and himself or the commission or any
member or officer of the Commission,
to lay copies of the same on the Table
of the House.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Prime
Minister, in the absence of Hon. the
Minister of Agriculture & Mines to
lay on the Table of the House copy
of the reports made by the Canadian
Geological Surveyor whose services
were obtained by him from the Do,
minion Government last summer to
report upon coal areas on the West
Const and elsewhere, and also a'
statement of any amounts paid than
gentleman for his services and ex­
penses, giving specificially the
amount for services, and a detailed
statement of his expenses.

Sir ty. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture &
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Mines, if it is correct that certain, of
what are known as the Clear}’ coal
areas on the West Coast are partly on
the Reid-Newfoundland Company’s
lands, and if so how this coines to
pass; and to lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the report of the
surveyor who made this rectification
of the lino and whether the Govern­
ment is satisfied that the said rectl-
f'cation is correct.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine & Fisheries whaj
agreement. if any, he has with Mr,
Hawes, who has been acting as his rej
presentative and the agent of the Col­
ony in certain European markets;
and if Mr. Hawes has no agreement
with him, what motive is prompting
him to undertake the work of looking
after the interests of this country In
these markets for nothing; also tq
table statement showing who are
Messrs. Hawes & Co., Ltd., who are
the shareholders in this firm, its dU
rectors, and the number of shares
each has. and if any of the gentle­
men actively promoting the Fishery
Export Regulations have any interest
in Hawes & Co.> Ltd.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked the Minister
of Public Works to lay on the Tabla
of the House a report on the watep
works laying pipes, etc., in connection
with the sanitorium, and who is super*
intending such work, and whafl
amount said superintendent has beei)
paid to date.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—In re­
ply to question of Sir M. P. Cashin,
No. 25, on Order Paper of April 26th,
1921:

(Second portion of question) Cop­
ies of Order in Council, correspond­
ence and Charter-Party on file in
Department of Colonial Secretary)
tabled herewith.
Dept, of Colonial Secretary,

St. John’s, Nfld.
April 22, 1921.

Sir,—I have the honour to enclosa 

herewith, certified copy of Minute of
the Honourable the Executive Coun,
cil directing the opening of a credit
for the sum of $10,000.00 in the Bank;
of Montreal, in respect of Messrs.
Rolfe & Company, Ltd., for account,
of the Salinera Espanola Company,
Torrevieja, for a cargo of salt. I
have written the Manager of the Banlq
here asking him to open the credit.
The amount will come from Surplus
Trust Fund. Will you kindly takq
the necessary action.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) ARTHUR MEWS.

Deputy Colonial Secty,
John S. Keating, Esq.,

Deputy Minister of Finance.

COPY OF MINUTE OF COUNCIL:
(Dated April 21, 1921.)

WHEREAS it was necessary to pro­
vide for a supply of Salt for fishers
purposes;

AND WHEREAS the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries when he wag
in London, arranged with Messrs.
Rolfe & Company, Ltd., for a supply
of 5.500 tons from the Salinera Es^
panola Company, Torrevieja, at 10
pesetas cash;

It was ordered that there be opened
in the Bank of Montreal, a credit ot
$10,000.00 in favour of Messrs. Rolfe
& Company, Ltd., London, against
Bill of Lading, the said amount to be
taken from the Surplus Trust Fund.
The proceeds of the sale of the Salt)
when received, to be deposited to the
credit of the said Trust Fund.

Dept, of Colonial Secretary,
St. John’s, Nfld.

Sir,—I have the honour to enclose
herewith, certified copy of Minute of
the Honourable the Executive Coun­
cil, directing the opening in you$
Bank, of a credit for the sum of $10,*
090.00, in favour of Messrs. Rolfe ft
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Company, Ltd., London, for account)
of the Salinera Espanola Company.
Torrevieja, payment to be mad^
against Bill of Lading of the amount)
that will be actually due in respect
of the said cargo of Salt.

Will you kindly wire your Londotj
Office, intimating that this credit has
been established, and asking them to
notify Messrs. Rolfe & Company ac-j
cordingly. Kindly carry out the
above this afternoon as the ship is
now ready to take in her cargo, and
the Government desire to avoid del
murrage charges.

I have the honour to be.
Sir.

Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) ARTHUR MEWS.

Deputy Colonial Secty.
J. A. Paddon, Esq.,

Mgr. Bank of Montreal,
City.

Charter Party
Salt

London, 2nd April, 1921.
It is this day mutually agreed be­

tween A/S D/S H. Lund; (W. Gilbert)
Bergen, owners of the good steamship
“Henrik Lund” of the measurement of
2532 tons net, 3903 gross register,
classed 100 A I, Lloyd’s, and carrying
not exceeding 5500 tons cargo, now on
passage to Alexandria with cargo,
where due to discharge 4/5th April
and expected to enter upon this chart
er-party about 22nd/25th April, 1921,
and Ministry of Marine and Fisheries,
Newfoundland Government, charterers

(1) That the said ship being tight,
staunch and strong, and in every
way suitable for the voyage, shall,
after discharge of present cargo, sail,
and proceed to Torrevieja or so near
'thereto as she may safely get, always
afloat, and there load from the chart­
erers or their agents in the customary
manner where and as ordered by
them, and which the said charterers
bind themselves to ship, a cargo of 

salt in bulk and/or bags not exceed
ing 5500 tons, and what she can reas­
onably stow and carry over and above
her tackle, apparel, provisions and
furniture, and being so loaded shall
forthwith proceed to Saint John’s
(Newfoundland) and there deliver
alongside any wharf, or vessel, or
craft or warehouse as ordered, or so
near thereto as she may safely get, al­
ways afloat, and there deliver the
same as customary, where and as di­
rected by the consignees, being paid
freight at and after the rate of Twelve
Shillings and Sixpence (12/6) British
sterling per ton of 2,240 lbs. gross
weight delivered.

(2) At Torrevieja shippers to dis­
burse all port charges, including
agency, stevedoring, pilotage, winch­
men, dues, duties and ordinary gratifi­
cations, in consideration of being paid
One Shilling and Sixpence (1/6) per
ton on the quantity shipped in full,
unless if sailing at night-time, in
which case extra pilotage if any to be
for owners’ account. Should steamer
enter loading port with any cargo
and/or with one or more passengers
on board,, the owners to be respon
sible for the payment of any anchor­
age duty levied by the Spanish Gov­
ernment in consequence, under the
Navigation Law of 14th June, 1909,
steamer to pay consular fees (if any)
at loading port and all expenses ap­
pertaining to the vessel at discharg­
ing port as customary. Owners agree
to indemnify charterers for any claim
arising in consequence of any acci­
dent to any of the men engaged in
loading the steamer, just as if the man
or m-n were directly employed by the
owners.

f3) T’’e act of God. perils of the sea.
fire on board, in hulk or craft, or on
shore, barratry of the master and
crew, enemies, pirates and thieves,
arrests and restraints of princes, rul­
ers and people, collisions, stranding,
and other accidents of navigation ex­
cepted even when occasioned by neg­
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ligence, default, or error of judgment
of the pilot, master, mariners, or other
servants of the shipowners. Not an­
swerable for any loss or damage aris­
ing from explosion, bursting of boil­
ers, breakage of shafts, or any latent
defect in the machinery or hull, not
resulting from want of due diligence
by the owners of the ship, or any of
them, or by the ship's husband or
manager. The steamer has liberty to
tow and be towed, to call at any ports
in any order for coal or other sup­
plies, to sail without pilots, to tow
and assist vessels in distress, and to
deviate for the purpose of saving life
or .property.

(4) The cargo to be shipped at the
average rate of 500 \tons per clear
working day (weather permitting),
Sundays and National and Custom
House holidays excepted, and to be
discharged at the average rate of 400
tons per like day, always provided
that steamer has adequate facilities
for loading and discharging at these
rates. Strikes of workmen, lock-out,
accidents or stoppages at any of thv
works or salines from which shippers
may receive the whole or part of the
cargo, epidemics, riots, war, insurrec­
tions. quarantine, stoppage of trains,
want of trucks, tides, floods, earth
/makes, intervention of sanitary, Cus­
toms and/or other constituted author­
ities, or any other cause beyond the
personal control of shippers, charter
ers or consignees which may hinder
the loading or discharging of the
steamer, always excepted, and in these
cases lay-days not to count and de­
murrage not to acrue.

(5) Lading time to count from 6 a.m.
after ship is reported at Custom
House and due notice given in writing
during usual office hours of the steam
er Laing ready for loading, whether in
berth or not, and for discharging from
<• am. after ships is in every respect
ready in free pratique, as per custom
oi port, written notice of such readi­
ness being given to consignees during 

usual office hours. In the event of
charterers being able to arrange to
load and/or discharge the ship on
Sundays or holidays, captain to allow
work to be done; such time used not
to count, but charterers to pay any
extra expense incurred.

(6) Time occupied in loading to be
agreed at loading port, and NOT to be
reversible with the time occupied in
discharging. Demurrage to be paid at
and after the rate of One Hundred
Pounds (£100) British sterling per
day; and pro-rata for parts of a day,
payable day by day.

(7) Ship to work day and night if
required to do so, arid to give use of
cranes and/or winches with necessarj
gear, steam power and hands. Extra
expenses in connection with night
work to be paid by charterers. Ship
to keep steam winches in good work­
ing order.

(8) The freight, less advance, if
any, to be paid, on right delivery oi
the cargo, at the current rate of ex­
change for good and approved Bank­
ers’ Bills on London at 6$ days’ sight
without discount or allowance. If re-
nuired by captain, necessary money
for shin's ordinary expenses at port of
loading, not exceeding one-third of the
freight, to be advanced by charterers’
agents on account of freight, subject
to G per cent., to cover interest, com­
mission and insurance.

(9) The holds to be properly clean­
ed and made ready for cargo before
loading begins, otherwise the charter
ers not to be bound to commence load­
ing until the holds are in such condi­
tions as not to damage the cargo.
Owners to- properly line the holds
with mats, or whitewash, at their own
expense, to the satisfaction of the
shippers.

(10) The cargo to be brought to and
taken from alongside the ship at mer­
chants’ risk and expense, where she
can lie always safely afloat. The con­
signees’ stevedores to be employed for
discharging, the steamer paying cur 
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rent rate per ton and also providing
steam winches, with the requisite
steam, gear and winchmen. Steve­
dores to be.under captain’s supervis­
ion and charterers to be in no way li­
able for improper stowage.

(11) The captain to call at the office
of the agents of the charterers when
requested and sign Bills of Lading
for the number of tons shipped; weight
and quality unknown, freight and all
other conditions, including negligence
and average clauses (Nos. 3 and 13) in
accordance with this Charter-Party,
and to endorse on such Bills of Lading
freight (if any) received at loading
port, or in default charterers . not to
be responsible for any detention of
steamer occasioned by captain’s omis­
sion to do so. Charterer’s responsibil­
ity ceases as soon as cargo is loaded
and advance of freight (if any) paid,
the captain having a lien on cargo for
his freight, dead-freight, demurrage,
and average.

(12) The captain to apply to and
employ charterers, or their nominees,
at ports of loading and discharging,
for custom house business on the
usual terms, say Fifty Dollars ($50) at
St. John’s, but free of charge at Torre­
vieja.

(13) Average, if any, to be adjusted
in accordance with York/Antwerp
Rules. 1890. In case of jettison, the
captain to report same to consignees
immediately on arrival at port of dis­
charge.

(14) Lay-days not to commence be­
fore the 22nd April, and charterers
have the option of cancelling this
Charter-Party if the steamer is not
ready to load on or before the 10th
May, 1921.

(15) The vessel not to take any salt
other than for charterers’ account.

(16) Ship to apply to Salinas de
Torrevieja for cargo, and captain to
telegraph them (telegraphic address,
“Salinas, Torrevieja”) and also to
‘Salinera, Palmademallorca’ the steam
er’s sailing for loading port, failing to 

do so the charterers to be allowed one
day extra for loading.

(17) Penalty for non-performance
of this agreement, proved damages not
exceeding estimated amount of freight.

(18) The brokerage of five (5) pel
cent, on the gross amount of the
freight, dead-freight, and demurrage
is due by the steamer in London on
shipment of cargo, steamer lost or not
lost, to Rolfe & CO., Ltd., London and
MacIntyre & Co., London.

(19) That all disputes arising under
or in connection with this Charter-
Party shall be referred to the arbitra­
tion of two arbitrators (not lawyers)
in London who are conversant with
shipping matters, one to be appointed
by each party, in the manner provided
by the Arbitration Act, 1889.

(20) The brokerage of 2% per cent.
on the gross amount of freight, dead­
freight and demurrage is due on ship­
ment of cargo to Japp, Hatch & Co.,
Ltd., for division with the Bergen
Agent A/S.

For and by cable authority of the
Honorable W. F. Coaker, Minister of
Marine & Fisheries, Newfoundland
Government, ROLFE & CO., LTD.,
(Sgd.) W. A. ROLFE, Director, as
Agents only.

For and by authority of the Bergen
Agent A/S., for JAPP, HATCH & CO.,
LIMITED, (Sgd.) WM. MUIR YOUNG,
Director, as Agents.

The original Charter-Party is in the
possession of MacINTYRE BROS. &
CO., London.

Hon. Prime Minister the Reply to
question of Sir M. P. Cashin, No. 3,
on Order- Paper of April 27th, 1921 is
as follows:

Mr. E. Collishaw has not imported
into this Colony within the past
few months a number of Rifles or
Guns therefore he-did not obtain pos­
session of them upon a free entry of
temporary permit.

Answer to question No. 1, order
paper April 27th, Mr. Vinnicombe:
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The manufacturers of the city made
representations to the Government
recently, alleging that in view of the
decreased cost of foreign articles and
the probability of such dumping of
cheap foreign goods in Newfoundland
which would go into consumption in
competition with home-made pro­
ducts, and in view of the fact that
they were continuing to pay wages at
the same rate as during the War, they
should receive certain concessions
from the Government in the form of
tariff protection or a reduction In
duty on the materials which went in­
to the manufacture of their goods.

The whole question is under the
consideration of the Government. In
the event of any proposition being
brought before the House with a
view to giving special protection to
the manufacturing industries, the
private information referred to in
this question will be available and
may be the subject of discussion in
the course of debate; otherwise the
information would be of a private
nature relating to the financial ar­
rangements of the various compan­
ies, and would not be the subject mat­
ter of discussion.

Answer to question No. 3.—Sir M.
P. Cashin—Order Paper, April 27th::

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
Mr, E. Collishaw has not imported in
to this Colony within the past few
months any rifles or guns.

Mr. HIBBS:—I suppose like many
other members I have to begin by
saying thqt I intend to preface my
remarks by stating my intention to
be very brief. I notice that some did
not keep their word. ,1 am at any
rate going to keep my word. I am
conscious of the fact that the coun­
try does not expect me or any mem­
ber of this House, no matter on what
side he is, to be de.bating on the ad­
dress in reply or an any amendments
thereto up to the twenty sixth session 

since the opening of the House and
I feel my responsibility in this re­
spect. However It has been the pre­
rogative of the Opposition to speak
at some length in this matter but I
must congratulate some of them on
the very fine effort they put forth
and the vim with which they expres­
sed their opinions and I hope with
some degree of earnestness. I have
to say that I cannoi support the a-
mendment before the chair for the
following reasons. In the first place,
I think it would be verv strange and
culpably insincere and absolutely un­
necessary for me to do so as there is
a Bill before the House embodying
the substance of the amendment. At
the same time in concurrence with
many preceding speakers, I feel that
the country is passing through an
unprecedented period, whicn has
never before been witnessed in the
history of this country and I hope
we shall never have a recurrence of
it again. I do not think that all the
argument used by the Opposition has
been what it should have been. 1
like them to critisice the Government
and put up a stiff fight and I for one
am prepared to take my medicine. I
have to say that some of the argu­
ment advanced by the other side went
a little too far. I deplore the blue
ruin propaganda supported by blue
ruin speeches. Now we are told that
this country is bankrupt and every
firm on Water street is on the verge
of collapse. I want to ask the hon­
ourable gentleman who uttered those
statements, in what way they can
help Newfoundland by making such
remarks? Just imagine the respon­
sibility on the shoulders' of those who
made those statements. These gentle
men are not thus calculated to do
much good for the cause. If a mem­
ber of firm on Water street doing
business, went around and spread
broadcast the news of the financial
condition of his firm, that it was on 
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the verge of insolvenly, what would
his partner think of him? The same
applies to our country. Do you think
it would be better for that firm or
not to keep, such news to itself so
that they may be able to get credit
to finance their business. Why as
soon as the outside world would get
a hold of such information what will
happen the credit of the firm? Of
course we are suffering financially
and I am aware that the revenue will
be two and one half millions short
but we must not forget that other
countries as well are suffering the
same as we are. The Canadian re­
venue is one hundred and sixty mil­
lions short and 1 do not think that
the members of the House of Parlia­
ment in Canada are announcing to
the world that she is on the verge of
bankruptcy. Nor is the Canadian
press doing it. It is very poor policy.
The general trend of the argument
put forward by the other side indic­
ates that they are anxious to help
us. We do not want them to come
over and help us.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—The
only person to help you is God and
God” alone.

MR. HIBBS:—Yes, Sir Michael,
even God wants us to pull together.
If I am going to appeal to any one
on the other side it is Sir Michael
Cashin. But there are some times
he is a little too hasty and acts ra­
ther out of order. But however we
have all got our faults. I think we
should get down to business and do
some thing practical. You are asking
us what are we going to do, and yet
the most of the time you are merely
holding up the House. Is that sin­
cere? The galleries have been ap­
pealed to on more than one occasion
by the members) opposite and some
of them interrupt the gentlemen on
this side when they are speaking
which is not proper. The Opposition
has shown the same enthusiasm as 

that evidenced in the gallery, and I
think it is deplorable that the dig­
nity of this Chamber should be so
reflected upon those who know bet.
ter. But some of them went further
and talked directly to the persons in
the gallery and then we are told by
the members of other side that we
are only doing very little. How
could it be otherwise? I have sat
down in my seat and enjoyed some of
the speeches when they were not
personal, but there is a limit to every
thing. It is not fair if there is a lot
of unemployed in this city, when
there are many problems to be at­
tacked and solved, and in which we
are all interested, for the Opposition
to accuse the Government of not at­
tempting to do some thing when es­
pecially for a period of three weeks
they have been talking against time.
Now there is one aspect I would like
to call the attention of the House to.
And it is this. The other side has
pictured blue ruin unlimited, that
the firms along Water street are on
the verge of insolvency, that the Gov­
ernment is in distress financially, but
do they realize that most of the
business houses over the country do
business with the outside world
chiefly on credit, sometimes sixty
days or ninety days, and that if the
press here and politicians do their
utmost to show to Ute foreign mark­
ets that Newfoundland is on the verge
of bankruptcy, how is a hun­
dred thousand dollar order going
to be treated? It would be certainly
turned down. Now 1 want to say
right here it is time that the Op­
position cut out this business of In­
sincerity and blue ruinism. If you
are earnest do something serious and
assisting. Now I wish to refer to a
matter which has been discussed very
much and that is the Fishery Regu­
lations. Every thing under the sun
which has not been successful has
been attributed to the fishery regu­
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lations. I do not know if the fishery
regulations will get the credit for the
fine weather we are now enjoying
but I suppose the members on the
other side will say that the weather
is fine because they are on the point
of being repealed. The principle of
those regulations I claim was good.
We did not get the necessary as­
sistance from the men of all shades
of politics and I am of the firm op­
inion that if they were given a fair
chance some good would have re­
sulted. I remember that twoyeare- ago
Sir Michael Cashin very successfully
raised a big loan. It was the biggest
financial achievement in the history
of the country. But I think Sir Mic­
hael will remember that the press
and all men of the various shades of
influence and opinion were behind
him and for that reason the loan
was raised so successfully as it was.
Now in the same courtesy and the
same assistance had been given to
this fishery scheme the regulations
would have worked out advantageous­
ly. It was impossible to enforce the
regulations from the day they were
put on the statue book and finding
fault seemed to be the chief hobby of
the opponents of the Government. It
will be remembered that during the
bye-election in St. John’s West the
Fishery Regulations were the chief
plank in the platform of the Opposi­
tion. However the Prime Minister
and the Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms were returned. Around this
period the Regulations were pro­
nounced upon very much, yet the Op­
position came into this House de­
feated. However, some of the Oppo­
sition supported the Regulations, par­
ticularly Mr. Walsh, who was always
admired by me because he always.
worked for the poor and for the
widows and orphans. In this respect
we are kindred. ■ But the reason, as
I said before, for the defeat of them
was the lack of unanimity. I remem­

ber Mr. Fox, while not going so far
as Mr, Walsh, yet he eulogises Mr.
Coaker, particularly in connection
with this measure. I could not use
the language he used at the time, as
he is well known to be a great orator.
Ho said that the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries was the greatest bene­
factor for the people of our country
in the history of Newfoundland. But
I am sorry he has so changed his
views. I am sorry he has changed so
far as to say that the heart should be
torn out of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries because of his conduct
towards this country. But I venture
to say that if Mr. Fox had those
statements back he would never have
used them. I feel he is sorry for say­
ing that about the Minister' of Mar­
ine and Fisheries. I would like the
honorable gentleman to get up here
and say to the House that he is very
sorry for uttering such words. I wish
to say also that I remember that some
time ago Sir John C. Crosbie while
in company with his political assoc­
iates after their defeat with his usual
big heartedness said “Look here,
boys, thank God sincerely that we
are defeated because that lot elected
has the greatest problem in the his­
tory of the country ahead of them.”
And Sir John was quite right; but I
think if he was serious and sincere
and wished to be consistent he would
not now be making the problem more
complicated and always be throwing
obstacles in the way. But owing to
the shortness of time and as there are
others to follow me, I have to leave
untouched a lot of important matters
which I would like to refer to. I
would like to say that the other side
has seen fit to throw across the in­
sult that I am a pawn, but I take it
that it was said with a serious in­
sinuation. It has been said by the
Opposition, from Sir Michael Cashin
down to the last man, that we are a
pawn, so that I think I should not 
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take it serious. The people of Fogo
who sent me here, did not send me
here to be a pawn. I have my own
opinions, and I am going to hold them
when I see fit. I am going to use
my intelligence to best advantage to
my country and to my district. I
want to say as one of the eleven men
representing ninety thousand of the
people of this country, that North of
Baccalleu the people do not want us
to slight the finances of this country,
and I want this House to understand
that the people of the North are big
enough and independent enough to
get along without discrimination in
their favor, and I want to say that I
know that I would not be worthy to
represent Fogo if I was so small and
narrow-minded that to think I re­
presented only the. District of Fogo,
but I realise that I am one of the
thirty-six men representing the peo­
ple as a whole. I am interested in
the South Coast and the West Coast
as well as I am interested in the
Northern coasts.

It has also pleased Mr. Moore to
repeatedly refer to me in connection
with the Road Commission. Well the
crime he has referred to will be com­
mitted by me every three months for
the next few years. He sneered at
tb-- pamphlet I wrote with regard to
road building. Well I call it a booster.
Well I would like to say that the
brains of one of the greatest road
engineers in Canada helped to com­
pile that little booster. It showed the
difference between a good road and
a bad one. And I wish to particular­
ly mention that I sent copies of it to
the Road Board in Ferryland District.
I must admit I did get a few ads
from the Government, but they only
amounted to eighty dollars, and in
fact I came out of the proposition
twenty-six dollars on the wrong side;
but I can assure you the next time I
will be on the right side, and if nec­
essary I believe Mr. Moore will give 

me an advertisement. I am sorry he
is not at present in his seat.

It is not good enough for this
country to be here in the fifth week
of the session only as far as debating
the Address in Reply when there are
so many serious problems ahead to be
discussed; and I hope in the future
that the severity of the debate from
the opposite side will lessen and more
co-operation and unity will be in
evidence. We cannot hope to have
the business of the House transacted
when especially the feelings of those
on this side are hurt sometimes when
the Leader of the Opposition, with
his usual characteristic fight, crit­
icises us. However, I hope after all
he did not mean to go to the point of
hurting the feelings of those sitting
on this side.

MR. VINNICOMBE:—Mr. Speaker, I
can assure you, Sir, it was not my in­
tend to speak on the amendment be­
fore the House, but as one who sa^
down here and listened to the speech
of the Prime Minister, the vinification
and abuse of the people of St. John’s,
I would be lacking in my duty if I did
not reply. I represent St. John’s East
in this House, Sir, and I represent St.
John’s West in the Municipal Council.
I thought that abuse came with poor
grace from the Prime Minister. I
think, Sir, he must have had a fight
the night before with Mr. Coaker, and
he wanted to make good. I want to
say for myself that I have never flung
any' abuse at anybody, and I wish to
be very clear on that matter. The
Prime Minister said that the Northern
members had been insulted as they
came in and went out of the House. I
■want to ask Mr. Jennings if he heard
any insulting remarks, if any one re­
ferred to his religion.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS:—
Mr. Speaker, I might say that I have
not come into this House or passed
out of this House at any time during
the past week without being insulted.
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I heard several remarks about my re­
ligion.

MR. VINNICOMBE:—Mr. Speaker, I
:want to say that as far as I am con­
cerned I have no use for any man who
will cast reflections on another man’s
religion. A man is a man, and I
don’t care what religion he professes.
I want to say that if any man in that
audience casted a reflection on Mr,
Jennings’ religion, the Prime Minister
should know that man. He is pretty
well acquainted with the people of St.
John’s now. He should not have In­
sulted all the people in St. John’s be-
ciuse of that. The Prime Minister is
a fine speaker and all that, but I think
it would be better for himself if he
coildn’t speak half as well. If I went
to Harbor Grace with Mr. Archibald
andthe people elected me, I would not
threw dirt in the eyes of the people of
Harior Grace. A word of cheer should
comt from your lips, Sir, and not
abust on the people that elected you.
I thoight it my duty to the people of
St. Jehn’s that I should express re­
sentment of the vinification by the
Prime Minister. Mr. Samson said he
congratulated the Leader of the Gov-
ernmeit. With regard to leaders I
don't kiow where you are, there are
so mam of them.

MR. SAMSON:—We have but one
leader ihe Prime Minister.

MR. 7INNIC0MBE:—But you had
another leader when the fishermen of
the North came up here with their
fish and could not dispose of it. They
wen to see Mr. Coaker, the President
of tie F. P. U., and Mr. Coaker of the
F. E U. got in touch with Mr. Coaker,
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
Thei Mr. Coaker, Minister of Marine
and Fisheries got in touch with Mr.
Coaler, the Prime Minister of New­
foundland. Then Mr. Coaker, the
Prine Minister, called Mr. Shea, Mr.
Foot' and Mr. Halfyard together and
an Oder was obtained to take a half
mllliin dollars from the Treasury of
the ountry to buy the fish that those 

fishermen had. Mr. Speaker, if you
will notice I am addressing you per­
sonally. I say "Mr. Speaker” once In
a while, and that is more than the
Prime Minister did yesterday. You
wouldn't know but he was making a
speech in the Casino. I think he was
a bit excited. There must have been
a row in the camp, and he was trying
to make good. They say we are talk­
ing about the busting camp and every­
thing else. I want to say to the Prime
Minister that no one wants to bust
the present Government party. He has
made his bed, and now let him lie on
it. We are going to see that it will
not burst, but the only thing that I
am sorry for is poor Newfoundland.

I thought, Sir, that I ought to
speak after what the Prime Minister
said here yesterday. Although I can­
not speak as well as the Prime Miry
ister I can speak sincerely, but I do
not believe that the Prime Minister
is sincere in half he says.

MR. VINNICOMBE:—The crowd
now in power said the other Govern­
ment had no laws with regard to
profiteering. That was preached all
over the country. They brought
in a bill last year and made it crimin­
al for anyone to do anything in the
line of profiteering, but I would likq
to ask them is it a crime to be con-,
tinually robbing the poor of this
country. No, this law they enforced
or rather placed on the statute book
was mere camouflage. Now I wan|
to say that when I got up here I did
not intend to speak so long as I have
but when once one gets to his feet
many things come to his mind and
especially when we have such a Gov­
ernment occupying the seats on the
other side. If it was a decent and
properly constituted and property
managed many things would neces,
sarily be left unsaid. But there is
nothing but corruption and stagna­
tion exhibited on the other side. I
have much pleasure in supporting 
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this amendment, but Mr. Coaker an<J
Mr. Squires have fallen down on It,
Yet we have a bill on the order,
paper repealing the Codfish Export­
ation Act, but I know quite well ip
this amendment never saw the light;
of day this bill would have never
shown itself. In the remarks of the
Prime Minister yesterday it was clear?
ly evident that the Regulations would
never have been lifted but for the peo-
on this side of the House, and it is
attributable to this side of the House
that Bill for their repeal is now on
the order paper. Of course the peo­
ple of the West Coast and the City
have in no small degree forced the
Government to repeal them. They
were playing auction forty-five but
they went in the hole, but the peo­
ple of this country will not have a
hole to crawl into soon if things con­
tinue as they are now. Mr. Speaker;
when this matter comes up again I
will have a word or two to say. •

MR. SINNOTT:—In rising to sup­
port the amendment before the chain
I would like to express an outline;
of my views of the present condition
of affairs. The condition of the coun­
try today is deplorable and particular­
ly so in my district of Placentia ancj
St. Mary’s. In the history' of thap
district never have the people suffer;
cd so badly and unfortunately thg
outlook for the coming years is not
too promising at all. And regrettably
nothing is being done by the Gov­
ernment to remedy matters. The
destitution in Placentia and St. Mary’s
is unimaginable and all of it is due
to the fact that those bla'meable regu­
lations, Of course the present Gov­
ernment is responsible for the en­
forcement of those regulations. Anc|
the Government has not any time been
too friendly towards this district. The
district of Placentia and St. Mary’s
never got one cent of the five hun?
dred thousand dollars spent by the
Government in buying fish discrim- 

inately. If it was right to buy fifty
thousand quintals of fish at eight dol­
lars per quintal in the districts of}
Placentia and St. Mary’s, the district
of Burin and then Fortune Bay? But
the people in those sections did not;
want the Government money to buy
their fish. They wanted to sell theirs
in the right way and though the cus­
tomary channels. Although it was Mr,
coaker who made the Government
purchase the fish it bought yet we
are informed that the Governmen’
turned down an. offer of ten thousan)
quintals of fish, good Labrador, at tei
dollars per quintal, and this is
offer they might never get again. Aid
perhaps we may find the United Staea
soon passing restrictions on our nar-
kets which would prove to be a seri­
ous matter. For the first tim< in
the history of the country the Gov;
eminent has entered into the 20m-
mission business. It started onsugj
ar but the public has had to pay
twenty-five cents per pound fff the
very necessary article used bj poor
and rich alike; And in face o thesfl
conditions the Government sill re­
fuses to lift the regulations uitil the
deputation the other day awated the
Government here in this chamier, an4
asked them to do so. The peojle have
suffered tremendous losses 01 suga,
alone. But still the present admin;
ist ration is styled the Reforn Gov­
ernment. They were elected to save
the country from ruin. To-day thd
consequence is that the fishermer arq
without friends and without supilies
for the coming fishery, the stapl in­
dustry or the country is paral zed,
the business houses are bankrupt ana
the trade of the country is destroyed,
and like the unemployed, has icvei-
before been witnessed, and all this
have taken place in the course o one
short year. But I fear still Torsq
things are ahead of us and iniess
there is some radical change bnuglit
about io help matters the pnsent 
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difficulties will be still more compli­
cated qpd much more felt.

DR. JONES:—I have no intentioq
of delaying the House, but I cannot
let this opportunity pass by without
saying a word or two with regard to
the amendment before the chair. We
have been accused of unduly delay­
ing the time of the House, but I think
any right thinking person will agreq
with me that the time which we havq
spent up to the present has not been
wasted because much desirable ini
formation has thereby been elicited
which otherwise would have not. We
have in that manner disclosed to the
public the doings of the Government)
for the past year and surely that is
our duty here. As far as the Fishery
Regulations are conceruned, I feel like
my friend Mr. Halfyard, incompetent
to speak at any length on them for
various reasons. He had one particu-,
lar reason for not so speaking, but I
have one quite the opposite. Thejj
were brought on by the Government
and whether they deserve any credit
at all I am not in a position to say.
However from my side of the Housq
the regulations have been blamed for
having caused a great deal of dis­
content, unlimited disaster and many
financial break downs.

In the first place, it is my opinion
the Government should not have in-
terferred with the trade of the coun­
try. The regulations were enforced
just as our markets opened. The?)
were not impartially put into effect
as witnessed by the condition of the
West Coast. There was no certainty
about them and the exporters did not
know only from day to day what waq
ahead. The Prime Minister yesteri
day said that similar regulation^
were enforced in other countries tq
control the trade and various indusj
tries, and he referred for an examplq
to the apple growers of the Annapolig
Valley in Nova Scotia. But that in­
dustry only concerns a part of the

Province of Nova Scotia, and any bad)
to the fact of those blameable regu-
thc province. But in this country thq
regulations affected the whole of if
and if good results were the outcome
the whole of the Colony would benefit)
and if bad the same extensive effect
would be. I am glad to see that a
certain portion of the other side of
the House got up and declared theli]
independence, and I refer to the mem­
bers representing the F. P. U., I am
glad most of them were in a position
to assert their independence. I am
not in a position to discuss the con­
stitution of the F. P. U. My knowledge
of it is very vague. I remember thaq
about one year ago the local counci)
of that organisation in Avondale af­
ter having held a convention at Bas
de Verde awaited upon me at Avon­
dale asking me if I would stand as aq
F.P.U. representative for th e district
of Harbor Main, and at the time this
council which consisted of five met}
submitted me the following note,
(reads). There is undoubtedly the
substance of what a proposed repre­
sentative of the F. P. U. has to do,
and if the gentlemen on the other side
who are F. P. U. men had to take
this oath and be controlled by thq
council in question I cannot see hovj
they are independent representatives.
Imagine placing myself as represen­
tative of the F. P. U., and being under
the dictation of those five men and
having to take a sort of oath as this
one. And thijik of it at any time |
may be recalled by these five men.
Mr. Jennings a few days ago pointed
out to the House how dangerous it
was to set the North against the
South. I agree with him, for it
would be a sad happening for Nev};
foundland if we were split up in sec-;
tions along denominational lines or
any other. I regret that the Prime
Minister did not take Mr. Jennings’
advice and not set about appealing to
sections of the country in particular 
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which was purposely intended to do
unlimited harm. If the country wer«a
split up into North, East, South am}
West as religious bodies that would
be a very bad change and not tending
to do any good at all. We cannot look
forward with any degree of confidence
with regard to any public subject ilj
such were the lines along which wo
worked. It is time that we get down
to work and do some thing for the
country’s good, and if we are to get
down to do the work for which we
were sent here we must disregard our
differences to large extent. Mr.
Coaker has said he is very sorry fog
the errors of his ways, but it is not;
always wise to forgive because he
makes an open confession. We havg
to compel him to do pennance other)
wise he will commit the errors just,
the same. He will relapse very quick-1
ly. We usually elicit the frame of
a man’s mind from the manner oi
his speech, and Mr. Coaker has said
that a change in the form of the
regulations were necessary, and stil}
he persists and says that the pres-j
ent regulations are good for the
country. I do not doubt but some
form of regulations would be good,
but we should stop short when we in­
terfere with those men who buy and
sell fish. But the Government of Re­
form has gone beyond the limit. You
have played right into the hands of
your rivals, and you are responsible,
for the disorganization of the trade.
During the past year we have had 3
forms of Government, first a Govern­
ment with responsibility, a Govern­
ment without responsibility and then
a Government by intimidation. The
people of the South West Coast have
been clamoring for the repeal of the
regulations and they have won by in-,
timidation. The same has happened
with regard to the sugar regulations.
But we have been told a duty of one
and one half cents is to be impose^
to recoup a loss incurred on sugar ac­

count. If the Government had in­
tended to do away with the regula-,
tions it would have appeared in the
speech from the throne. But like the
Exportation Act and the Fishery regu­
lations they have or are to be repealed
merely by intimidation. It has cornu
to pass that the mob rules. And that
is not good enough for this country,.
The men of the North tried it last
Fall and they succeeded, and now why
should not the others try it also,
That is the way the matter stands.
But this sort of thing ought to be un­
heard of and we should at once gej
down to business and I think the Op«
position will help to the extent that)
your programme is reasonable and
good for the country. A lot of in­
formation is yet required of you to
show us how the condition of thq
country is progressing, or if not pro­
gressing in what way is it tending,
We want to know how the balancg
sheet is going to be. I have much
pleasure Mr. Speaker in giving this
amendment my hearty and sincere
support.

On motion for the adoption of the
report of the Select Committee in
reply to the Speech from the Throne,
Sir M. P. Cashin moved and Sir J.
C. Crosbie seconded the following
amendment:

WHEREAS: “The policy of the Reg­
ulation of the marketing of the Col­
ony’s staple product,” referred to by
Your Excellency was first put into
force in November, 1919, by means of
Rules and Regulations made and
proclaimed by you, with the advice
and consent of your present Execu­
tive, and subsequently declared il­
legal by the Supreme Court, but re­
made and re-proclaimed under the
pretended authority of the War Mea­
sures Act;

AND WHEREAS: Your Ministers
claim that the aforesaid policy and
rules were the sole issue at two bye­
elections to this Assembly, held be­
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fore the first session and were ap­
proved thereat by the electors;

AND WHEREAS: The measure
under which the so-called Rules and
Regulations were made in 1920, and
indifferently enforced until quite re­
cently, was introduced into this As­
sembly as a Government measure;

AND WHEREAS: The Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, speaking on
behalf of the Government, declared
to a Convention of Licensed Export­
ers, so called, In September, 1920,
that “we consider these rules a part
of our policy” we will not waver (in
their enforcement) until there has
been time to test whether they are
good or bad, for this season will
prove whether they are valuable or
valueless” and “if (after trial) it can
be shown they are injurious, or not
beneficial, we shall say they have
been tried and failed, and we will
forego any further attempt to control
the fixing of the prices of fish £pr
the foreign markets”;

AND WHEREAS: As the result of
experience gained in 1920, the licen­
sed exporters have unanimously re.
quested the repeal of all the Rules
and Regulations, and the Codfish Ex­
portation Board, so called, has recom­
mended the repeal, and they have
been repealed accordingly by you;

AND WHEREAS: Your Excellency, •
speaking for the Government, admits
that “the practical application of the
policy has met with adventitious as
well as inherent difficulties” and has
asked us as legislators to consider
that policy in the best interests of the
Colony, her commerce and people;

BE IT RESOLVED: That we are
of opinion:
(1) That the policy has not been

beneficial;
(2) That any attempt to continue it

would be detrimental to the
public good;

(3) That uncertainty will be most
hampering to trade;

(4) That while the measure author­
ising the making of Rules and
Regulations remains unrepealed,
the suppliers and exporters of
the Colony will be disinclined to
adventure into the fishing busi­
ness as fully as they otherwise
would, and

(5) That, therefore, in our opinion
“The Act to Regulate the Export­
ation of Salt Codfish” should be
immediately repealed.

Whereupon the House divided and
there appeared for the amendment:
Sir M. P. Cashin, Sir J. C. Crosbie,
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox,
Mr. Vinicombe, Dr. Jones, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan,
Mr. MacDonnell and Mr. Lewis; and
against it: Hon. the Prime Minister,
Hon. the Minister of Justice, Hon.
the Minister of Finance, Minister of
Education, Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs, Hon. Mr. Foote, Minister
of Public Works, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small, Mr.
Hibbs, Mr. Gosse, Mr. Targett, Mr.
Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. ,Samson, (17),
so it passed in the negative.

Whereupon the original motion for
adoption of the report was put, when
there appeared for it: Hon. the Prime
Minister, Hon. Minister of Justice,
Hon. the Minister of Finance, Min­
ister of Education, Minister of Posts
and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr. Foote, Min­
ister of Public Works, Mr. LeGrow,
Mr. Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small,
Mr. Hibbs, Mr. Gosse, Mr. Targett,
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson,
(17); and against it: Sir M. P. Cash­
in, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Bennett, Mr.
Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinicombe, Dr.
Jones, Mr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mr.
Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. MacDon­
nell, and Mr. Lewis, (13); so it pass­
ed in the affirmative and was ordered
accordingly.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Commit­
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tee of the Whole to consider the Bill
entitled: “An Act to Amend Chapter
170 of the Consolidated Statutes
(Third Series) entitled ‘Of Marine
Courts of Enquiry.’ ”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com.

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed and adopted and it was ordered
that the said Bill be read a third
time on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Commit­
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill
entitled: “An Act to amend the Terra
Nova Sulphite Company's Act, 1920.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—I

proposed to amend this Bill some­
what. Last year legislation was pass­
ed ratifying the contract with the
Terra Nova Sulphite Co. and allowing
the importation free of duty of ma­
terial used by the Sulphite Co. for
the material for their packages. It
had been asked by Mr. Sullivan that
this' concession be cancelled, and it
was done, but when the Acts were
published this clause somehow 'was
omitted. The Act was published in
the original form. I do not know
how this mistake occurred, but it is
now necessary to re-enact the decis­
ion of the House at. last session.

MR. BENNETT:—Who is the en­
grossing clerk?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
Mrs. Earle. To make it clear that
we are not interfering with the Act
a year after it has been passed, I am
drafting a preamble which I will sub­
mit to the House covering the mat­

ter and which I will now ask the
Clerk to read.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed and adopted, and it was ordered
that the said Bill be read a third
time on tomorrow

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled: "An Act to amend the
Crown Lands Act, 1918,” was read a
second time and it was ordered that
it be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
Bill entitled: “An Act to amend the
Law relating to Lotteries” was read
a second time and it was ordered
that it be referred to a Committee of
the Whole House on tomorrow.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE. -
In moving the second reading of this
Bill I would like to make an explan­
ation. Up till 1903 lotteries were
held freely in connection with churcn
bazaars, educational affairs, etc., but
then the power to grant permission
for the same was taken from the
magistrate, and it was supposed all
were prohibited. Sweepstakes, how­
ever, on the sealfishery, etc., were
held openly, and not only for charit­
able purposes, but to make money
for those who promoted them. Few
bazaars were held that some small
article was not raffled and few in­
deed were the events of this kind
that did not profit by the same. This
is not a party measure, and it is up
to the House to support it or not as
honorable members think fit. Section
6 is hereby repealed as above. De­
spite the law, men of St. John’s East
have been drawing for trap berths,
and I hope to see this covered. Num­
bers of charitable organisations here 
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are assisted by lotteries and no one
taking part is demoralised, and I see
no reason why such should be re­
stricted, Still 1 see no reason why
any man who gets up at" -.epstake to
take half the proceeds for himself
should not be prohibited from doing
so. In order to keep in touch with
the matter, the magistrate has been
ordered to give to the Department of
Justice the names of those granted
permission to hold a lottery. The
man who gets up a lottery for the
benefit of his own purse alone should
be condemned, and in connection with
this the law of evidence is to be
amended. All persons getting up
lotteries will be liable as under the
amendment above. Affairs in aid of
churches or educational objects are
alright, but not the others, and I Au
not think respectable people will be
guilty of offences. If necessary for
the prosecution the law ought to be
made so that a witness will give evi­
dence to condemn offenders.

MR. HIGGINS:—Mr. Speaker, it is
about time that this anomalous sta.te
of affairs was handled properly. We
hear a whole lot of talk from people
opposed to these lotteries, and now it
seems we are to develop into a crowd
of hypocrites through the laws of the
country. This amendment is alright
and puts the matter on a proper
basis insofar as it deals with the
cases 'in which wheel's of fortune,
etc., are a help I shall have some­
thing later to say on this matter
when it reaches committee stage, and
now wish to remark that I do not
think it wise to give effect to Sec­
tion 2. I am more than surprised to
see it in the Bill, and particularly
comilng !from one whose general
make-up is not in line with its tenor.
It is not in accordance with the prin­
ciples of British law and opens up
an (opportunity for semi-social en­
thusiasts to get in their work. No
man likes to be an informer and to 

go down to posterity branded with
this name. In my own experience 1
have seen cases where perjury was
committed by a witness rather than
that he should be counted as an in.
former. This is said as a result of
experience in court work and with
full knowledge of the ill effects of
this kind of legislation which I in­
tend to condemn later, as I will show
when the prohibition measure comes
up. This is not a party measure,
but we have arrived at a stage where
some people are anxious to obtain
their ideals without seeing the ill
effects on the other side. I am deal­
ing now with the law only,- not with
prohibition itself or with those sin­
cerely behind the movement. I am
dealing with the powers given to men
who are not responsible for their
conduct in carrying them out. The
police force had not lost their name
as one of our finest bodies of men
with reputations unsullied till this
law was introduced. When I con­
demned them in open court they ad­
mitted their guilt in rigging the
most contemptible schemes in order
to secure a conviction and that the
force might benefit by the fines. One
even stooped to promising to share
the fine with a man whom he got to
assist him in securing evidence
against another. If loopholes for this
sort of thing are made by the law, we
are destroying one of the character­
istics most valuable in our police
force, and I hope and trust this ob­
jectionable legislation of Section 2
will not be allowed to go through.
We had a case here a little while
ago where two recruits were sent out
rigged with a yarn about being trav.
ellers and through the means of a
kindness which was extended to
them as such, they managed to bring
a charge against the person whose
hospitality they had accepted. Now-,
is that the way we are going to en­
force the Prohibition Act? The same 



190 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

thing will apply to the Lottery Act;
it we are going to have lotteries, let
us have them, but it is no use to
make the thing a greater farce than
it is already. Look at the amusing
incident that occurred in the Speak­
er’s home town recently when that
gentleman himself was before court
for purchasing a lottery ticket. I am
glad to say that you yourself were
convicted, Sir, and I am also glad
to say that though you were, it re­
sulted from an act that showed your
heart was in the right place. The
more H Consider this matter, the
more convinced I feel that we should
not bring in legislation to satisfy
people who will stay up all night to
see people in trouble. This amend­
ment to the Lottery Act will at least
have the effect of removing some of
the most objectionable (features of
the Act as it now is, and in support­
ing the second reading of the Bill, I
congratulate -• the Government on
bringing it in and at the same time
I ask the consideration of the hon.
introducer to the matters to which
I have made reference.

MR. FOX (Continued):—This time
last year I regarded Mr. Coaker as a
man inspired with sincerity, and one
who was ever attentive towards the
uplifting of the people of Newfound­
land generally, but his record for the
past year does not entitle me tonight,
to re-echo that sentiment, and that if)
why I lay at his doors ■ tonight most,
of the evil that is rampant in New­
foundland today. I am doing it, be)
cause my opinions have consistently
altered, but because his record for
the past twelve months convinces mg
that my statements are correct. That
is just the position. The Prime Min­
ister may or may not have attempted
to divert the attention of the people
from the real issue, which is that
there is not any antagonism existing
between the outports and St. John’s,
but that there is rather an objection 

to any one section of the country
controlling the destinies of the whold
country. And we in St. John’s havq
not that spirit because we are St.
John’s men no more than the gentle?
men opposite have that spirit becausq
they are outport men, but because it
has come down to us through British
ancestry that we are free men that;
we do not want to be tied to the yoke.
We want to thnk our course, as we in
our own consciences see right to do:
and, in particular, we want to see a
Government govern us according tq
British constitution; and Newfound)
land tonight is not governed accord­
ing to British constitution. The thing
has been going on for the past eight
years, ever since Sir Robert Bond,
great man that he was, saw the evil
that was facing Newfoundland. Sir
Robert Bond, great man that he was,
saw the evil that was facing New­
foundland. Sir Robert found himself
helpless when it came to the grip of
the mighty corporation. We are now
reaping the fruits of that position in
Newfoundland and the fruits are that
we have no longer a Government for
the. people, by the people and of the
people; but we have a Government ol)
twenty men, eleven of whom represent
one big corporation, known as thq
F. P. U. We have the position facing
Newfoundland tonight, namely, that
Newfoundland is governed through
the voice of her representatives in
the House of Assembly; but she gov­
erned through the dictates of a cor­
porate body, and that is why I foq
one am going to protest and publicly
protest against the continuance of
that iniquity—because that is all it is.
It is absolutely iniquitous for any
corporation to think that, because of
its vastness, because of its numer­
ical strength and because it controls
so many seats here, that it can stalk
through this House and control th^
destinies of the country of which it
represents only a fraction. Have wg 
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not got our rights south of Baccalieu
as well as people north of Baccalieu
have theirs. I would like for F.P.U.
members to remember that, if they
represent 100,000 people, there ar«
150,000 whom they do not represnt,
Of that 150,000 I am one, and I tel)
you tonight that it is not in accord­
ance with the constitution undey
which we live to have the destinies
of Newfoundland controlled by any
corporation or by any group of men
if we are to be governed in freedom
and by men who owe no aliegiancq
to anybody, except the whole people
of Newfoundland. I object to the
principle of allowing any corpor-;
ation, such as the F.P.U., to takq
Newfoundland by the throat and tell­
ing its people that it must do as they
want them to do. That is not good
enough and it is not Government. And
when I object to that principle J
echo the thoughts of thousands of
people in this country tonight, an<)
in particular, Sir, I echoe the;
thoughts of the people in my own dis­
trict, because that big constitutional
principle, which should be regarded
if our Government is to govern as it
should, has been wantonly and out;
rageously violated. Freedom oj
thought and action is what every man
should be allowed to exercise. When
any men come here bound under
pledges to observe the dictum of a
corporation I say that they are not;
representative of that Government oj
which they are a part. That is my
one big objection to the Government
tonight, apart from its own record. It
is not a Government. It consists of
some men and a corporation. Now,
as regards the members of that cor­
poration, I have no objections to
them as individuals; but I do objecj
to the principle or corporate control
of any Government in a country of
which I am a part.

Of course, the eulogizing' I got in
the Government press the past week 

for taking this stand is almost too in­
significant and too ridiculous to take
notice of. It is rather amusing, how­
ever, to think, perhaps, tonight while
I am addressing the Chair what the
"Advocate” is thinking about regard-
ng that blood-thfrsty (villain, Fox’s
speech. According to a late edition
of the “Advosate,” I am the man who
is seeking to tear the heart out of
Coaker; and I am the man who is
stalking around shouting fee fi fo
fum I smell the blood of a Union man.
also, after listening to some of the
men opposite, particularly Mr. Jen­
nings, one would imagne I was one
of the heroes of Jack the Giant Kill­
er. No one but myself was out
seeking to dismember Mr. Coaker. It
is indeed gratifying that the gentle­
men who control the Advocate has
seen well to circulate among the
northern districts that Fox is seeking
to tear the heart out of Coaker, and
that that paper’ have put it up to
ninety thousand fishermen north to
protect the sacred person of Mr. W.
F. Coaker against the terrible blood­
thirsty villian, C. J. Fox. I feel that
I have been paid a great compliment
to think that any man who has
be protected against me by a body­
guard consisting of not less than
ninety thousand men.

MR. HIBBS:—Personally I regard
your statement a rash one.

MR. FOX:—When I am finished
you may go on. If you want inter­
ruptions, I can put you in a place
where you have no right to interrupt)
and, unless you don’t care being dealt
with without gloves, you . may chime
in again. Now let me take up the
trend of my story again, as I want to
say why I set out to fight that prin­
ciple of corporate control and whjj
my remarks were directed against Mr.
Coaker, This is a fight for men, not
one for children. Mr. Coaker, whe-;
ther for good or for evil, is the out-;
standing figure in the Government, as 
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is well known to the whole country.
Now when I seek a man to fight 1
want to get the biggest figure in
sight. I don’t go baby-snatching; and
the reason I direct the order to M.
Coaker is because there is not on th -
other side now a foeman worthy t.
my own steel. I am looking for the
man that is controlling the whole < •
you opposite, whether you like it <
not. As regards the Minister of i\
ine and Fisheries and myself, I might!
say that there is no personal animos­
ity existing between us, as the Advo­
cate would have it said. As a matter
of fact, if that gentleman asked me to
do anything for him tomorrow in a per
sonal way, I would be at his com­
mand; but I tell you. Sir, that why 1
oppose him as a public man is because
he is the personification of the prin­
ciple that one small group of men is
controlling the freedom of the coun­
try that I live in, and while he re­
presents that principle I will fight
him; but not personally. Mr. Coaker
knows that I am fighting him openly
on principle; he knows anything com­
ing from me is not done behind his
back, and that is more than he can
say of certain gentlemen associated
with him in the Government tonight.
I have absolutely no personal grudgo
or no personal feeling against Mr.
Coaker whatever; but, his principle.
in my opinion, is obnoxious and dls7
advantageous to the people of NevD
found landgenerally. I am opposed to
the principle enunciated yesterday
by the Prime Minister. z

The principle is not whether St.
John’s East or St. John’s West Is to
be antagonistic to the outports or
whether the outports are to be an-,
tagonistic to St. John’s; but it is as
to whether the whole country should
be controlled by any corporation, be
it F. P. U. or the Reid Newfoundland
Company, the bugaboo of Mr. Squires
and Mr. Coaker before they took 

charge of the Government, because it
must be remembered that all down
through the years before the F.P.U.
got in the saddle the one thing used
as an election kite in Newfoundland
was the octopus that was strangling
the freedom of Newfoundland. But
you forget that now. There is a
bigger quarry. It is no longer the
Reid Newfoundland Company; but it
is one more dangerous, namely, the
F. P. U., which is powerful and vast
enough to send eleven men to this
House who are pledged to do as Mr.
Coaker tells them, under pain of
summary dismissal.

Every piece of legislation passed
for the past eighteen months, since
this Government assumed office, has
had only one object, and that is the
furtherance of the interests of the F.
P. U. It has not dealt with the wel­
fare of Newfoundland as a whole, but
solely for the F P. U.; and when you
gentlemen opposite saw well to go
to the Treasury and take five hun­
dred thousand dollars, you had not
in view the betterment of Newfound.
land, but you had in view the better­
ment of the fishermen North who
were members of the Union. There­
fore, Sir, I raise my protest against
you on that score, because you had
no right to do that, but that is only
one instance of many that I could
enumerate showing that this Govern­
ment—not alone in law but in fact—
are the F. P. U. There seems to be
no intention on the part of the Gov.
ernment for the betterment of New­
foundland here as hereafter, but the
sole desire appears to be the advance­
ment of co-operative interests—'the
interests of the F. P. U. Let the
Prime Minister carry that away with
him and deliver it to the people
whom he discourteously attacked
here yesterday. The Prime Minister
not alone paid a discourtesy to the
district that elected him and which
he represents in this House, but he 
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made an attempt to line up the out.
ports against St. John’s. Every mem­
ber recognises that every district is
entitled td fair representation, but
no ten should control the Government
of Newfoundland. The whole thing
is unconstitutional. Again I oppose
the principle of an outport district
controlling the freedom of St. John’s
East or St. John’s West equally as
strong as I oppose the principle of
St. John’s controlling the outports. I
trust that the Prime Minister will
take this message away with him this
afternoon and see it delivered prop­
erly.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: —
Mr. Speaker, I would like to say a
few words in reply to the junior
member for St. John’s East, though I
do not propose to answer all of the
arguments put forward by him. Not
being a foeman worthy of his steel, I
do not suppose that he will take much
notice of my remarks. I think that
the thing he laboriously tried to
prove was the menace of the F.P.U.
corporation to the Government and
its control. Now I think that it is
generally conceeded that the Execu­
tive of any Government is really the
Government. The personnel of the
present Executive Government, con­
sisting of nine men, five of whom be­
long to St. John’s and are living here,.
namely the Prime Minister, Hon. Dr.
Campbell, Hon. G. Shea, Hon. Mr.
Warren and Hon. Mr. Brownrigg.
This terrible, awful, political menace
the F. P. U., has but two representa­
tives on this Executive, viz., Mr.
Coaker and Mr. Halfyard. The other
two making up the nine men are Dr.
Barnes from Harbor Grace and Mr.
Foote from Burin. The total repre­
sentation then on the Executive
Council from the F. P. U. is compos­
ed of two mep. Now, according to
Mr. Fpx’s long explanation today in
trying to climb down from an awk­
ward position he put himself in the 

other day, these two men arc con­
trolling the Government, and that is
the cause of his extremely hostile at­
titude to this organisation. Now I
must confess that in view of the
above situation I am unable to swal­
low the fanciful story.

MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, in
seconding the, motion for an adjourn­
ment, I would like to take this oppor­
tunity of occupying the attention of
the House for a few moments while I
refer to a matter, which, in my opin­
ion, is one of the most important mat­
ters that could be brought up here.
Now that we have spent nearly a
month debating upon the general
policy of what might be expected from
the Government, I would like to see
both sides of this House unite, at
least for a short period, to try and
effect some remedy for the frightful
conditions facing this country at pre­
sent. I hold in my hand four or five
telegrams which I received from re­
putable people in the District of Pla­
centia and St. Mary’s. One of the
telegrams is signed by a reputable
Justice of the Peace in a section of
Placentia Bay. It is unfortunate for
any man to have to bring before the
House and the public the wretched
conditions that exist. The telegram
points out that there are one hundred
families at this very moment in a state
of starvation. I have another tele­
gram from a reverend gentleman in
another section of my district, point­
ing out similar conditions. I have
another one, containing 140 words,
from another clergyman, and so on.
My colleagues and myself have receiv­
ed between us about a thousand let­
ters from various parts of the country
telling of the terrible conditions that
prevail among the poor people. We
all realise that we cannot have con
tinned the pauper dole that is being
dished out. It is now nearly the first
of May when most of our people
should get supplies or be in a position
to get supplies, if they are going to 
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carry on the fishery. Consequently, it
behoves every man in this House to
rise to the occasion, and, I predict,
that if an invitation is extended in the
prope'- way from the Government to
the men on this side, that is if the as­
sistance of the latter is considered
•worth while, that they would be big
enough to rise to the occasion; and I
believe also that all the big men are
not confined to any particular section
of this House. This matter is not only
an important one; but it is a sad one
and distasteful to commence with. I
do not have to get up here and depict
the terrible conditions that exist for
the sake of advertisement. It is un­
fortunate for any man to have to do
so. I have no doubt but that condi­
tions are even worse than what arc
represented in the documents that I
have already referred to. Therefore,
it is the bounden duty of every mem­
ber of this House to put aside every
other issue for the present moment
and try and devise some means where­
by our people will be able to prosecute
the fishery the coming summer. I
will have great pleasure in handing
these documents to any committee ap­
pointed in this House to look into this
matter. I feel sure that this matter
will elicit, at least, the earnest and
sympathetic support of both my col­
leagues and other members on this
side of the House.

MR. SULLIVAN:—Mr. Speaker, in
view of the seriousness of the condi­
tions that exist around the country
and which were more particularly
brought to our notice from our own
district, I would like to point out that
as far as I can judge that this relief
business has been going on for some
considerable time past. On the 25th
of January last my colleagues and my­
self discussed this whole matter so far
as our district was concerned. We
knew of the circumstances of our dis­
trict and knew of the destitution that
prevailed there, and we knew that 

there was to be a great deal of public
work to be done over there.

On the 25th of January my col­
leagues and myself wrote a letter to
the Prime Minister, and I would like
him to refer to that letter now. We
wrote this letter, signed by the three
members for Placentia and St. Mary’s,
and made certain suggestions to him
At the time some discussion was on
about having pulpwood cut with a
Government guarantee behind It. In
the district of Placentia and St. Mary’s
it was possible to cut pulpwood in only
two places. We arranged to get a
contract in Salmonier, St. Mary’s Bay.
We tried to get one on the West Shore
of Placentia Bay. Contracts were of­
fered to two or three men, but they
could not take them, because they
had no way of getting the necessary
supplies. In our letter to the Prime
Minister we told him all this and we
brought to his attention what was re­
quired in our district. Wherever there
were wharves or bridges to be repair­
ed we told him and asked that instead
of the Public Commissioner of Charit­
ies doling our money to those people,
that the control of that money be giv­
en to the Chairman of the Road Com­
mission to spend on the public works.
No notice was taken of that letter. I
know that thousands of dollars of
poor relief has been distributed in the
outports for which we have got no re­
turn whatever, but if the Prime Min
ister had accepted our suggestion, we
would have got a great deal of return
for the money spent in this way. It is
not too late even yet. I believe that
in the next two months that a lot ot
money will have to be spent on Pool
Re ief, and I think that some work
should be done on the roads in return
for it. It is too late, unfortunately, to
get the necessary timber for marine
work, but we can still go ahead with
other work. I trust that this matter
will receive the consideration of the
Government.
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MR. SINNOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I
wish to associate myself with my col­
leagues, Mr. Walsh and Mr. Sullivan,
who have preceded me in what they
have said with legard to the distress­
ing conditions in the District of Pla­
centia and St. Mary’s, and impress up
on the Government the necessity of
taking some immediate action to cope
with these conditions. The people of
Placentia and St. Mary’s are, and al­
ways have been, an independent class
of people and they do not want Poor
Relief doled out to them through the
Commissioner of Public Charities, and
I endorse the suggestion of my col­
leagues that this money be given in a
way which will enable them to give
some return for it, and still retain
their independence. This can be done
by giving them work upon the roads
through the Chairman of the Road
Commission. I trust that the Govern­
ment will give this matter due con­
sideration, and will see their way clear
to accept this suggestion.

Pursuant to order and on motion ot
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled' “An Act respecting the Board of
Pension Commissioners” was read a
second time and it was ordered that it
be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
tomorrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave notice of
question.
, The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, APRIL 28th, 1321
The House, met st tnu.e ot the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to ad­
journment.

Petitions were presented by:
MR. WALSH:—Mr. Speaker, I beg

leave to present a petition from the 

inhabitants of Long Harbor, Placentia
Bay, asking that t<tgraph comrouir-
cations be extended to this important
settlement. Petitions have been pre­
sented on this subject during the past
twelve years. Some time ago I pre­
sented one signed by His Grace, The
Archbishop. The Prime Minister
knows about this. No better time
than the present time could be found
to do this work. People are out of
employment, and many of them in
absolute want. This very important
work could be accomplished and at
the same time the people could be
supplied with food.

MR. SULLIVAN:—Mr. Speaker, I
have much pleasure in supporting the
petition that has just been presented
by my colleague, Mr. Walsh. Long
Harbor is one of the best herring cen.
tres in Newfoundland, and it is very
important that there be telegraph
communication so that bankers may
be able to get supplies. I might say
that Mr. Walsh and I made arrange­
ments some time ago to have tele­
graph connection made with Long
Harbor. One at North Harbor has
been opened since this Government
took charge, and I hope that this one
will be opened as soon as possible.

MR. SINNOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I
have much pleasure also in support­
ing this petition.

MR. WINSOR:—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of St. Brendan’s, B. B.,
asking for the sum of $350.00 for
the purpose of repairing a bridge. I
beg leave also to present a petition
from the same place asking for the
sum of $200 for the purpose of re­
pairing a road bank.

MR. ABBOTT:—Mr. Speaker, I
have pleasure in supporting the peti­
tion presented by my colleague, Mr.
Winsor.

MR. HIGGINS:—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition from
the residents of Flat Rock on a sub- 
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jcct which at this particular time 1
would ask the particular attention o£
the Minister of Public Works. The
petition asks for a sum of money to
build a road connecting the Main
Road at Flat Rock with Seal Cove.
Quite a lot of agricultural property
could be opened up by the expendi­
ture of a small amount. I support
this petition because the people of
Flat Rock are among the most indus­
trious fishermen in Newfoundland,
but it is quite possible that during
the coming season it will be neces­
sary for them to get every thing they
can in other ways to augment what
they might earn from prosecuting the
fishery. I would ask the Hon. Min­
ister to kindly take this matter up
and get in touch with the Road Com­
mission.

MR. VINNICOMBE:— Mr. Speaker,
I have much pleasure in supporting
this petition. The road referred to
leads to good agricultural land. The
people are a very industrious class,
and if this small amount were spent
for the purpose of building this road
the people would quickly make the
land productive.

CAPT. JONES:—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition from
St. Patrick’s asking for a sum of
money to repair a wharf. The wharf
that is there is a very old one, and
as it is the only landing place, it is
very necessary that it should be at­
tended to.

MR. SAMSON:—Mr. Speaker, I
wish to support the petition presented
by my colleague, Capt. Jones.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave . notice of
question.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave notice of
question.

Mr. Sullivan gave notice of ques­
tion.

Mr. Higgins gave notice of question.
Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice

that he would on tomorrow ask leave 

to introduce a Dill entitled “An Act to
amend the Profiteering Act, 1920."

Mr. Moore asked Hon. the Prime
Minister what expenditure lias been
made in connection with the laying of
a water main from Long Pond, Petty
Harbor, to supply the Lunatic Asylum
and Government Sanatorium, and
what will be the total cost of the com­
pletion of this work.

Mr. Vinicombe asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries how it
happens that in view of his claim in
by-gone years that he could raise the
price of codfish, seal fat, and other
products of the country, he was un­
able to obtain for the men engaged in
tlie sealfishery this year a higher
figure than four dollars a quintal.

Dr. Jones asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if any notification has been
given to the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany by the Government with a view
to terminating on June 30th next the
present arrangement whereby the rail­
road system is operated by a Commis­
sion, and if so, to lay a copy of same
on the table of the House, and if not,
does the Government intend to give
such a notification, seeing that we are
now within two months of the expiry
of that period.
• Mr. Lewis asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if, in view’ of the fact that
there is a reduction in the cost of liv­
ing in other respects, it is the inten
tion of the Government to require
that the increase of one cent per mile
imposed on railroad traffic last year
shall be abrogated as from the first of
July next, and if not, why not?

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the table of the House a state­
ment showing how much fish was ex­
ported from this Colony by the F.P.U.,
or subsidiary Companies, from the
first of July, 1920, up to date, giving
the names of the vessels conveying
away the same, the quantities on
board, their destination and w’hether
the F. P. U. or its subsidiary compan­
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ies, has made application for permits
for further cargoes, and if so, the
quantity of fish comprised therein ana
the destination of the same.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if lie
is taking any steps to organise banks
amongst the members of the F. P. U.
or others, in view of his claims re­
cently that the banks now doing busi­
ness here are not sufficiently liberal
in their advances to their customers,
and if he intends to organise such
banks, if he proposes to apply for
incorporation of them at the present
session of the Legislature.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries (as
I understand that he made the ar­
rangement for MY . E. Collishaw to
visit Washington when he saw him in
New York recently), if Mr. Collishaw
has returned to the Colony, and if so,
has he made a report of his mission
to Washington, and if so, to lay it on
the table of the House, and also a
statement of any remuneration or ex­
penses, or both, claimed by Mr. Colli­
shaw on account of the said trip.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries:
(a) On whose advice or suggestion he

and his Advisory Board decided
last fall to create a grade of fish
known as white nape fish, and to
make it the highest grade of fish
recognized for export?

(b) If it was discovered shortly after­
wards that this white nape fish
was unsuitable for the markets
for which it was destined and
proved unsaleable?

(c) If large quantities of this white
nape fish is still in the possession
of those who caught it, or of
parties who advanced them money
on account thereof, anfc

(d) If, seeing that the Government
last November undertook to buy
fish from a number of Northern
planters and others with public
funds, if he (the Minister) will not

undertake to recommend to the
Government that this white nape
should be purchased also, seeing
that the people who made the fish
in this way did so in response to
Government instructions, assuring
them of a high price for this ar­
ticle and therefore have a moral
claim upon the Government for
compensation for the losses.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if any written repre­
sentations were made to His Excel­
lency the Governor by the Acting
Prime Minister at the time when it
was proposed last November to set
apart a sum of $500.00 from the pub­
lic revenue for the purpose of buying
Labrador fish, or if representation to
His Excellency the Governor in that
regard was made orally, and if any
written statement was made to lay a
copy of the same on the table of the
House.

Dr. Jones asked Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries to lay on the
table of the House the original returns
covering the expenditure of $1,075.0b
by Barnes and Bursell, and H. K. Bur-
sell, re Topsail wharf during 1920.21.

Sir J. C. Crosbie asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, as
Chairman of the Railway Commission,
to lay on the table of the House what
amount of hire has been paid by the
Railway Commission for the s.s.
“Diana," and from what date her ser­
vice began and when ended.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—The fol­
lowing is the reply to question of Sir
M. P. Cashin, No. 25, on Order Paper
of April 26th, 1921. Attached hereto
is a statement from the Auditor Gen­
eral with respect to the first four sub­
sections of this question:

Auditor General’s Office,
St. John’s, Newfoundland,

April 27th, 1921.
In reply to Sir Michael Cashin’s

question, I beg leave to state:
(a) The Deputy Minister of Finance 
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gave me in July last, I think, the in­
formation contained in my special re­
port of the 21st instant, and, in justice
to him, I wish to say that he said no­
thing beyond that nor anything that
would in any way influence me in the
direction of the conclusion at which I
arrived. The information I gave is all
that I received up to the time of writ­
ing my report, save that on several
occasions when I asked Mr. Keating if
anything had been repaid on this car­
go, I received a reply in the negative.
If my conclusion was wrong, the
blame is entirely mine. I can only re­
peat that at the time I wrote my re­
port I was honestly convinced that the
statement I made was correct.

(b) The payment for the salt was
made by a cheque on the Surplus
Trust Fund. Mr. Keating was instruct­
ed to draw a cheque to cover the cost
of the salt. It was paid into the
Bank of Montreal to cover the cost of
the salt ex s.s. “Tuckahoe." I did not
become aware of this payment until
after it was made.

(c) There was no special warrant
issued in connection with this matter.

(d) The sum of $4,400 was received
on th-.; 18th instant in the form of a
cheque of the Fishermen’s Protective
Union. It was deposited in the Bank
or Montreal on the same day by the
Deputy Finance Minister to the credit
of the Surplus Trust Fund.

F. C. BERTEAU,
C. and A. G-.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The following is a reply to question of
Mr. Bennett, No. 5, on Order Paper of
April 11th, 1921:
Memorandum of expenditure of $400,.

000.00 paid to Department of Militia
from Surplus Trust Account, 1919-
1920.

Regimental pay and allot­
ments ? 36,256.77

Separation allowance .. .. 20,402.33
War service gratuity .. .. 11,971.00
Equipment  1,804 11
Transportation  84,436.38

Board and messing  487,30
Hospitals  52,191.29
Printing and stationery .. 1,678.64
Advertising  84.50
Fuel and light  173.72
Telegrams and telephones . 351.70
Office equipment  302,00
Salaries (civilian)  2,204.98
Estates of deceased soldiers 817.06
Civil re-establishment .. .. 87,246.98
Incidentals  1,249.39
Rent and insurance  517.20
Forestry Companies, sep.

allowance  1,909.34
Royal Naval Reserve, Aug

pay  11,251.04
Civilian clothing  3,727.54
Sep. allowance  32,856.25
War service gratuity .. .. 40,233.70
London  7,846.88

$400,000.00

J. M. HOWLEY, Major,
Paymaster.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The following is the reply to question
of Mr. Moore, No. 1, on Order Paper of
April 25th, 1921.
Statement regarding cost of water

main from Long Pond, Petty Har­
bor, to supply Lunatic Asylum and
Sanitorlum:

Expenditure to date $39,468.46
Total estimated cost for

whole work  55,000.00
HON. PRIME MINISTER.—The fol.

lowing is the reply to question of Mr.
Bennett, No. 2, on Order Paper of
April 25th, 121.

Copy of the Report of Mr. J. M.
Forbes with respect to Ore Taxation
is tabled herewith. By Order in Coun
cil of August 6th, 1920, authority was
given for the payment to Mr. Forbes
from the Vote for General Contingen­
cies of the sum of $1575.00. This a-
mount was in payment of travelling
and board expenses, of which no de­
tails are available.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
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Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled “An Act to amend Chapter
170 of the Consolidated Statutes
(Third Series) entitled ‘Of Marine
Courts of enquiry”' was read a
third time and passed, and it was or­
dered that it be engrossed, being en­
titled as above, and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a
message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
Bill entitled “An Act to amend the
Terra Nova Sulphite Company’s Act
1920” was read a third time and
passed, and it was ordered that it
be engrossed being entitled as above,
and that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting
the concurrence of that body in its
provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill entitl­
ed “An Act respecting the encourage
meat of Sheep Farming.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pas­
sed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

1 Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled, “An Act to amend the Crown
Lands Act, 1918.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the
House resolved itself into a Commit­
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill
entitled “An Act to amend the Law
relating to Lotteries.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Before this

Bill goes any further, Mr. Speaker, I
should like to ask the Attorney-Gen­
eral a few questions. I should--------
--------this Bill to allow lotteries to go
on for charitable purposes and in the
securing of trap berths but it seems
to me that the latter point hes been
forgotten. As a matter of face I
think it should be wiped out altogeth­
er; I don’t see what it is good for. I
can’t see why a man can’t lottery his
horse to-morrow if he wants to. This
law applies to only some and not to
others. If John Smith, of Victoria
Village or some other place, can’t
sell his horse to-morrow he gets up
tickets on it the buyers are fined for
taking them. I think he should be
allowed to do what he likes with his
own property and to raffle his cat if
he wants to. I ask that the old time
seal fishery sweepstakes be allowed
as they will be carried on anyhow
and are really a long-known pleasure
to all. The Lottery Act is a farce and
the amendment will only make it
more awkward of enforcement. I ful­
ly agree with Mr. Higgins that this
will make the informer more obnox­
ious even than before. Wipe it out
and let things go on as before it was
ever introduced. The whole com­
mercial life of the Colony to-day is
really only a lottery. I can buy 5 or 
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ten thousand qtls. of fish and it is
only a lottery whether I will be able
to sell it or not. Treat all alike and
give the people the freedom of ac­
tion they always had in this respect.

MR. HIGGINS:—I rise Mr. Speaker,
to support the sentiments expressed
by Sir John Crosbie in this matter.
Yesterday, the honorable members
will remember, I suggested that this
Act be repealed. It is a joke as far
as being carried out is concerned, and
the worst feature of it all is that id
encourages men to degrade them­
selves and play the hole of informers,
Today many people hold the idea that
one can run off a sweepstake or lotj
tery on the quiet and pocket thg
proceeds, taking the position that the
one victimized cannot take legal
action. I ask the mover of this Bill
to give this his fullest consideration
and the House to support my view
as the very evil which the 2nd Sec­
tion is supposed to prevent is due en­
tirely to the Act itself and would
not be on the Act at all if all were
treated squarely. Sir John Crosbie
is perfectly right in saying that al]
business is a lottery; all that hap-j
pens in this world is but the play
of fate. If ever there was a time
when we should recognize we are in
the hands of the Gods it is now. Thq
fishery is a great adventure. Ninety-
nine of every hundred sweepstakeg
got up are for a good purpose—tq
help some poor fellow who is up
against it, or in the case of one who
in trying to carry on works of char-)
ity is not located where those about
him can give big donations. The ob­
ject of this Bill seems to be to pro,
vide jobs for men who have nothing
to do; the Police Force in this city
are certainly not overworked, as al)
are fully aware. This Act, however,
would provide the machinery for their
operations. The Magistrate would bi
continually called on and a new de, 

partment under the Minister of Jus­
tice and the Deputy Minister would
be needed to keep track of all the
lotteries. If John Jones from Spoor,
Cove comes here and expects to rat,
fie a piece of china at some garden
party he will have to be dealt with
and kept track of. If he does i)
without a license some informer may
hear of it next day and get him into
serious trouble. I think it high time
now as the Act has been on the stat­
utes for years and has been proven
to be only a joke, to simply say wq
are going to repeal it. What is the
good if it anyway. This is how it
works out in actual fact. Under the
common and English law we have
the remedy for such happenings, but,
it was never intended to go to sucb
extremes or to ask a struggling cler­
gyman to state before a Magistrate
whether he had a guessing competi-j
tion on a bottle of beans or could
buy a ticket on a cushion or other ar­
ticle from some girl. About the only
thing we have left coming to us ag
things are today is the girl and J
sincerely hope that she will not bq
taken from us and that the Act wil]
be repealed altogether.

I support the suggestion of Sir
John Crosbie with a great deal oj
pleasure. I think the thing to do is
to bring in a Bill repealing the act
altogether. The Bill that we now
have under consideration only means,
that the Act as it stands today is un­
workable and can never be applied
in such a way as to achieve the re­
sults that the framers of the Act had
in view. An instance of what is pos­
sible to be done as it stands now was
furnished in Carbonear when the ene­
mies of the Speaker landed him fou
buying a ticket in a lottery, a ticket
which he bought to help out a poor
man. Now if that is the kind of
justice; if that • is the kind of law
we are letting ourselves in for; if
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that is the kind of duty for which we
must maintain our police, then I say
that we are letting ourselves in for
something that may have very un­
pleasant consequences. The whole
thing is hypocritical in the extreme,
and if the crowd outside is hypocriti­
cal it is nothing but Pharisaical for
us to pander to their weakness iij
this respect. This is not the kim)
of thing that my hon. friend, Mr;
Jennings, agrees with, but the whole
thing as it is today is a joke ancj
should be wiped out.

MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Chairman, I
rise for the purpose of endorsing to
a large extent what has been sai0
by Mr. Higgins with regard to thig
Bill. I endorse the sentiment that
the Lottery Law is a '“delusion ant)
a snare,” that it is an absolute ab:
surdity, observed in the breach rath­
er than in the observance but at the
same time I am not sure that th<|
right thing to do would be to eliminj>
ate the Act altgether. Under the pro­
visions of this amendment it will be
possible for our people to have free
license to promote lotteries for gardejj
parties and other social or charitable
affairs of the kind and it is only rea­
sonable that clubs and societie/j
should also have lotteries for similar
purposes, while those interested iq
the sealfishery will want to get to;
gether and have a little gamble oq
the result. There is no reason whjj
that should not be allowed, but I
should not like to see the door left!
open for people to come in here from
anywhere and start a system of indis­
criminate gambling. If the Act were
wiped out altogether there would bq
nothing to prevent such people com­
ing here and setting up a regular
Casino or a second Monte Carla.

MR. HIGGINS:—That would be
against the Criminal law.

MR. BENNETT:—Nevertheless, we
would be giving people the oppor-; 

tunity to come in here and fleece th£>
people by games of chance such as
have been known here before. I am
afraid that to act on the suggestion
put forward by the previous speakers,
we would be defeating the end we
have in view. I recognize the hypo­
crisy of having on our Statute Btook
an act that is observed only in the
breach, but I do not think that we
should be well advised to abolish the
Act. In the old License Law therq
was a section that prevented gamb-;
ling on premises where liquor was)
sold, and as can be seen, that was
done to protect the people against
themselves. I think that it is better
for us to take the middle course and
so amend the Act as to make it work)
able rather than to take the radical
step and abolish it altogether and sq
leave the door open for all who felj
like entering upon indiscriminate
gambling. Lotteries are all very welj
in moderation, but I should be very
sorry to see it made possible to carry
the practice to extremes. I am pre?
pared to vote for the Bill as' it now
stands.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: —
Mr. Chairman, while I quite agree
with what has been said by Sir Johq
Crosbie and Mr. Higgins, I am noj
prepared to take the responsibility of
repealing the Act. I brought in this
amendment with the object of carry,
ing out the idea suggested by Mr)
Bennett, and I think a sufficient rem­
edy for the present situation will be
found therein. As I previously point­
ed out, under the Act as it stands aj
present, no lottery whatever is al­
lowed. The reason given by Mr)
McKay for the Amendment made in
1903 was that some years ago during
Christmas and other times it was
customary for articles such as tur­
keys and geese to be lotteried on thq
wheel of fortune or raffled and it wag
found that many families suffered ip 
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consequence. Geese and turkey^
were put up and men who had monej
in their pockets tried their luck aj
getting a goose or a turkey for a
small sum, but as fortune refused tej
favor them they kept on trying wltl]
the result that they usually returned;
home with neither the turkey nor the
money. Now what happened in this
way on a small scale could, if tber<j
were no act, happen on a much larger
scale. As the Act will now stand, any
poor person can, if necessary, lottery
anything that he has to dispose of ot/
lotteries can be held for charitable
educational or church purposes by
the simple means of going to a mag?
istrate and getting a license. If a
man has a horse to dispose of tha|
he cannot sell he can go to a mag?
istrate and get a license to lottery it)

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Can he go
under this Bill?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
Yes, che Bill reads:

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—A man lot-
terying a horse may not be consider­
ed charity by the magistrate to whom
he applied for the license. He may
go to the magistrate in Carbonear anQ
be refused.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
He can then go to the magistrate irj
Hr. Grace or St. John’s. The AcJ
says any magistrate and that is why
sub-section B is put in. A magistrate
here might give a Hr. Grace man q
license to hold a lottery and a prose?
cution might later be taken againsfl
him in Hr. Grace. That is why a re­
cord of the licenses issued is to be
kept by the Dept, of Justice. As I
have said Sir, I am not prepared at
the moment and without consider?
ation to repeal the Act, but I think
this Bill will meet the case.

MR. HIGGINS:—Just a word Mr.
Chairman, before the Bill goes thru.
I da not want to press my point. In
effort it will be the same, it will go 

on as usual. However, I appreciate
the position of the Hon. Minister and
I merely want to suggest that the
word “athletics’’ be inserted in sub­
section 3. The Hon. Minister him­
self is aware that in the past sweep­
stakes and other games of chance
have been instrumental in keeping
sports alive in this city. Take the
Regatta for example; the different
boat clubs have by this means been
enabled to place boats on the Lake
as they have raised sufficient funds
to keep them in proper condition and
find equipment for them. The same
applies to other sports which are all
amateur and bring in little or no
money and it has always been found
necessary to get up sweepstakes to
make it possible for the various
clubs to procure the necessary equip­
ment and meet other expenses.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Mr. Chair­
man, I would like to say that my
point was this; I don’t think it is
likely that anyone will come here to
start a Monte Carlo. There is only
one Monte Carlo and that is in
France where no doubt those inter­
ested will be content to let it re­
main. My whole idea was merely to
get equal rights for, all, a thing that
cannot be hoped for under this Act
as it is now, and my only reason for
raising the point was to have the
thing made as broad as possible.
However, if the legal light of the
party, Mr. Higgins, says that it is al­
right I take off my hat to him, but
I still insist that any act that causes
as much trouble as this is likely to
cause should be entirely wiped out.

DR. JONES:—Mr. Chairman, might
I ask if the word “magistrate” in this
Bill covers Justices of the Peace?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
As it stands there, it does not.

•MR. WALSH:—In my opinion it is
not the man who will not issue a lic­
ense who is going to cause trouble
so much as the man who would issue 
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it to a friend while refusing it to
others in his particular district, or
another point is that there may be a
large section where there are say
three clergymen of different denomin­
ations who would want licenses to
hold lotteries for church purposes
and the Magistrate, if he were a
Catholic for example, might be only
too anxious to give a license to his
own clergyman. The Bill reads:

Now I think that it may be hard to
remedy that but as I read it, I see
this section bristling with difficult­
ies and loopholes by means of which
discrimination could be practised.
I cast no reflection, of course, on the
framer of the Bill. With regard to
the whole subject, I endorse the con­
tention of Sir John Crosbie and Mr.
Higgins that the whole thing is a
farce. Life Itself is nothing but a
gamble; our very seats in this House
are a gamble, so is the fishery and
in fact every thing connected with
our daily lives. It is unfortunate that
the whole House could not be unan.
imous in having that Act stricken
from the Statue Book.

HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS:—Mr. Chairman, I find my­
self in rather an awkward position
with regard to this matter, but look­
ing at it from the standpoint of a
layman, the arguments advanced by
some of the hon. gentlemen on the
other si.de do not impress one witty
the weight of their logic. If every
law was repealed because it was bro?
ken, then we would be doing nothing
else, as a matter of fact, it would buf
be reasonable to look for the repeal

. of the Ten Commandments.
MR. BENNETT:—These are not

broken deliberately.
HON. MINISTER OF PUBLIC

WORKS:—I am afraid I cannot agreij
with my honorable friend. I suppose)
at the time when this Act was intro-;
duced, there was very good reasoq
for bringing it in. I have, it is true) 

no personal experience of gambling
nor of lotteries, and must therefore
take my information from those who
say it is a farce. The reason whjj
this change is being made, as I under­
stand it, is to make it possible to get
convictions under the Act, a thing
that I am told was next to impossibly
before. The funny position I find ig
that some of our people seem to stand
higher morally than others.

However, it is not impossible that
if the amendment does not work out
as expected something else can be
done at a later session, possibly next
year. I rose to my feet for the speci­
fic purpose of referring to sub-sec­
tion A of section 3 of the Bill. I
think I can understand that the hon­
orable introducer of the amendment
desires to be liberal but I fear that
if any magistrate is empowered to is­
sue licenses for any place it Is going
to lead to very grave difficulties. For
example there may be a very small
section of a large community desir­
ous of having a lottery and the ma­
jority of the people may be against
it and altho the magistrate refused
the license, that small section could
send to another district and secure
the license thus making friction in­
evitable. Even if 95% of the people
of the place were opposed to a lot­
tery, the other 5% could send away
and get a license in defiance of the
popular wish. I just want to make
my position clear on that point.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—I am rathei
glad to hear my friend, Mr. Jennings,
on this matter, as he and I are very
close together on some things. He
says that he has no personal experi­
ence in lotteries, but surely he knows
all about drawing for trap berths, and
if that is not the greatest lottery of
all, I don’t know what it is. The hy-
pocricy in this thing does not appeal
to me. I have seen men at a temper­
ance lecture who wouldn’t touch a
drop of liquor while anybody could 

si.de
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see them, but nevertheless they went
straight from the lecture and had
their drinks. As for the Ten Com­
mandments, they were broken before
we came on the scene, and they will
be again after we are gone. A few
years ago it was considered wrong to
dance or to go to a theatre, but now
it is only a matter for your own con
venience. Times are becoming more
modern now, and people are coming
more and more to rely on their own
consciences as to what is right and
what is wrong.

MR, MacDONNELL:—Mr. Chairman,
in rising to make a few observations
on this Act, I would say that I am
fully in accord with the views of Sir
John Crosbie and Mr. Higgins. This
bill, to my mind, is on a par with some
of the bills that are now adorning our
Statute Book, such as the Prohibition
Bill, for instance; and it is on a par
with what is known as the Blue Law
that exists in the United States at
present. To give one a knowledge of
how this bill works out, I have to say
that I have had the advantage over
my friend, Mr. Jennings, in that I
participated in sealing sweepstakes,
belonging to St. John’s promoters, as
I went through my own district, but,
unfortunately, I was not lucky enough
to win a prize. The Lottery Bill will
be like the Prohibition Bill—more
honored in the breach than in the ob­
servance. Further, Sir, I want to say
that anything decent in ethics, moral­
ity or religion does not want the sup­
port of a Statute Law, as anything
decent in either of these branches has
the moral support of the majority of
the people and that is sufficient, be­
cause anything not decent in ethics,
morality or religion will not live by it,
backed up by any Statute Law of any
country in the world, provided you
can get legislators hypocritical enough
to do so. I wonder what the people
of the country, the great mass of tin
people whom we represent, would say
—although I know that there are a 

number of people in the country who
have not or would not take a ticket in
a sweepstake—if we, as legislators,
passed a law prohibiting the public
from taking part in lotteries and priv­
ileging ourselves, because I am cer­
tain that all of us in this House today,
whether through short-sightedness or
by accident, have participated in
them? Now that is the actual state of
affairs. If we take tickets ourselves,
have we the unmitigated gall to de­
prive the rest of the country from do­
ing likewise? If we do as we please,
can we sit down here with sad faces
and decide not to allow our neighbor
to do as we did? I can understand a
man who never did take a sweepstake
or who never did play a game of
cards supporting this Bill absolutely
and voting for every section of the
Bill; but I have nothing but supreme
contempt for the man who exercises
his own free will and who dictates to
the rest of the country and says that
they cannot exercise their free wih
and cannot enjoy the same personal
freedom as he does. Personally, Mr.
Chairman, I am opposed to all mat­
ters of this kind on principle. Re­
member that there are countries and
states in the world that have people
equally as intelligent as ours and peo­
ple whose history can go back much
farther than ours. Not only did they
tolerate lotteries, but they have or­
ganised state lotteries, whlc h have
been found to work out well and with­
out any sad results. I am of opinion
that the further consideration be de­
ferred, if possible, as it may be deem­
ed advisable to have another Bill in­
troduced by somebody in this House
to have the Lottery Act wiped off the
Statute Book altogether. There is no
compulsion on the populace of New­
foundland to take part in a game of
chance. Nobody forces a man to take
a ticket. He exercises his own free
will. Because twenty-five or thirty
people in a settlement wish to have a
lottery amongst themselves, there is 
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no reason to suppose that the rest of
,the people will be contaminated there­
by. There is no reason at all for
thinking that you can interfere with
the natural law of things or with the
natural propensities of the people
The state interference suggested in
this Bill I am vigorously and uncom­
promisingly opposed to. State inter­
ference has been found the world over
to be unworkable. On that question
I shall have something more to say
when we come to another Bill this
afternoon. Cranks, who were pillars
before the state, were known to have
found legislators foolish enough to
carry the whims and the theories of
those cranks into execution. If we
allow any such policy, which is not
sincere, to be practised here ana
which the people of this country do
not want, I say it would be better to
have it dropped at the outset. What
we want to do is something that will
restore the confidence of the people in
us in this House.

MR. VINNICOMBE:— Mr. Chairman,
like Sir John Crosbie and other pre­
vious speakers I would wish to have
a word or two to say on this matter.
I, for one, do not agree with having
a Lottery Act on our Statute Book at
all, because I believe it is only a
farce in its entirety. There is not a
man in this country but who knows
that this Bill, if enforced, will never
be carried out. I think I can re­
member the year the Lottery Act
was first introduced in this Housej
it passed the Legislature by a very
small majority. I think that the in­
troducer of this Bill now, the Hors
Minister of Justice, who was a sit?
ting member at that time, also re»
members the occasion. When the Act
was introduced years ago, nobody
ever thought that it was going to
become law; but it did, and after it
was carried the legislators of that
time were severely criticized; it was
the talk of the town for years after 

and even up to the present time it
is a public eyesore. Now, Sir, just
to show the House that this thing is
a farce I might relate that the In­
spector General of Police, Mr. Hutch)
ings, in the early part of this year,
issued a Proclamation, which 'w(as
published in the daily papers, bring­
ing the public to order and caution­
ing people against taking part in
sweepstakes. Being an athletic en-
enthusiast, I visited the Prince’s
Rink last winter to witness a hockey
match. While there I was asked by
a member of an athletic club to take
a ticket on the number of goals tq
be scored. I replied it was against
the law to do so; but I noticed that
one of the first names that the young
man had on his book was that of the)
Inspector General, who was down foi)
two tickets. I think, Mr. Chairman)
that this will suffice to show that
the whole thing is a huge farce; and
I say that it does not become us, as
representatives of the different con­
stituencies throughout the Island, to
come here and make laws telling the
people what they must and must not)
do against their own free wills, be­
cause I do not think that the rights
and liberties of the people should be
taken away by mock legislation.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I support
the contention of Sir John Crosbie)
namely, that the Act should be taken
off the Statute Book altogether and
because, in the first place, it only
got there by an accident. Further I
think it would be wise if the Hon.
Minister of Justice adopted the sug­
gestion of Mr. MacDonnell and con­
sider t-he deferring of the Bill.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:^
Mr. Chairman: I do not think that
anything will be accomplished by de­
ferring the Bill, because I think it is
good enough now to meet the situ­
ation and because there is nothing to
prevent any other member from bring­
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ing in another Bill at the next acai
sion.

MR. MacDONNELL:—Or thia ses­
sion.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—*
I am not aure whether it would be
right in practice to have another Bill
brought in at thia seaaion. With re<
apect to Mr. Vinnicombe’a atatement
regarding the Inapector General, 5
would say that from what I know of
the Inspector General I doubt if hq
put his name on the sweepstake lisf
himself.

MR. VTNNICOMBE: — Well, Sir, I
am not in the habit of making state­
ments that are untrue. To substan­
tiate my statement I might say that I
was approached by a member of the
Fcildian hockey team and asked to
take a ticket. I told the young man
that it was against the law and that
he was likely to get himself into
trouble, if caught. On opening his
sweepstake book he showed me thq
name of C. H. Hutchings for two
tickets. Further, the hockeyist tolc)
ine he owed Mr. Hutchings fifty
cents, and Mr. Hutchings told him to
put him down for 2 tickets in next
sweep.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
Tn that case I take back what I have-
said though I am very much sur­
prised.

MR. VINICOMBE: —I have no doubt
that he is not the only one of that
type, although he is quite right, for
he knows himself it is a farce and
he didn’t mind treating it so.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:— I would
like to ask the Minister of Justice if
he participated in any lottery this
year.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—I
always did until this year. If the
Proclamation had no other effect this
year, it kept me from going into
sweepstakes.

MR. FOX:—Mr. Chairman: I would 

like to see the Lottery Act repealed
altogether, but I suppose, under thq
circumstances, it is better to have a
half loaf when you cannot get a
whole one. Might I suggest to the
Minister in the point I raised yester-j
day, the striking out of the words
in the old Lottery Act having refer­
ence to the giving part of fines tq
informers. The practice of giving
half of fines to informers has a ten­
dency of turning a section of our com­
munity into modern Judas Escariots.
Under the original Act anybody who
sustains a prosecution is entitled to
half the fine and the other half goes
to the department of Customs. I think
that if we, as legislators, are going
to undertake the job of making laws
that will well compensate informers,
there will be the tendency of demor­
alizing the whole community. Per­
sonally I do not see any serious harm
to the community by allowing sweep­
stakes to go on, rather does it afford
amusement.

I would again ask the Minister to
consider the point that I raised.

HON. THE SPEAKER:—Mr. Chair-'
man: I think that it is due the whoU
House that I should make some ex­
planation because of my connection
with the law on the Statute Book at
the present time. In view of the cir?
cumstances today, I think I would
like to be in a position to give the
Bill now before the chair the sis
months hoist in order to give the
Act now on the Statute Book greater
power, and, perhaps, to have somq
greater penalty imposed on those
who broke it. As to the giving dis­
cretionary powers to Magistrates in
the enforcement of that Act, I rnighj
say that I would never be a party tg
placing discretionary powers within
the province of any Magistrate. Somq
months ago a man who was trying to.
get rid of a pony asked me to takg
a ticket in a lottery, which was used 
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for the disposal. He had a book and
some tickets. I said you are break-
ing the law my man. I said I will
give you the 50c., but I don’t want!
your tickets or your pony. My namo
evidently appeared on the man’s
book with the names of the others,
and I was summoned before His Wor­
ship at Carbonear. I told the story
of my connections with the transac-
tion, but the Magistrate apparently
did not exercise any discretionary
powers in my case, but fined me two
dollars like the others, and costs. 5
think you will find also that a great)
many of the Acts on the Statute Booty
are being violated time and again. In
my own home town of Carbonear there
is a Proclamation issued by the Mag­
istrate every spring and fall prohibit­
ing goats and pigs and other animals
roaming at large on the public high­
ways. Still, despite the law, one can­
not go up or down town even in a
vehicle without endangering yourselft
as all sorts of animals are continually
roaming the streets. If the enforce­
ment of one law is left at the dis­
cretion of a Magistrate and it is vio­
lated in that way that I have cited,
then I say it is time to take away such
discretionary power. In the light
of the discrimination that is likely to
be displayed and in the light of tho
trouble that may be caused by this
Bill, owing to Magistrates in many
cases refusing to issue licenses—anr}
as there is a fraternal feeling existing
between the Minister of Justice and
the Magistrates—and because of the
fact that some Magistrates will not
give permits because they are against
the lottery law, I take exception ana
would be pleased to give the Bill the
six months hoist

MINISTER OF JUSTICE: — Mi)
Chairman: I am prepared to accept
the amendment made by the Hon.
member for St. John’s East, Mr. Fox.
I was glad to hear the explanation of

His Honour the Speaker about the
occurrence in Carbonear. I must say,
that I got a shock when I first saw
the list of prosecutions that came
from the Magistrate of Carbonear,
and I took the earliest opportunity to
write to the Speaker, advising him
to pay the fine so that we would not
have an opportunity of seeing him
shovelling snow during the winter
around Government House grounds. /

MR. JONES:—I take it that the
Minister does not intend to include
Justices of the Peace in that section
that I have already referred to.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
We do not intend.

MR. JONES:—I would merely say
in reply that, as far as myself and
the people are concerned, that it mat-?
ters nothing to us whether the Act if?
or is not enforced any how; but Ij
serve notice on the Minister that no
licenses will be applied for in my dis­
trict, but the lotteries will go on just
the same.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill with some amend­
ment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled, "An Act respecting the Board
of Pension Commissioners.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Chairman,

may I ask the Prime Minister what
the constitution of the present Board
is, and if Major Parsons is still a
member of that Board?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
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Yes, Major Parsons is still a member
of the Pensions Board. The arrange­
ment made was that, as he was in
his new position as Superintendent of
the Lunatic Asylum, that he should
receive a stipulated sum only as Pen­
sion Commissioner instead of the full
salary, as ordinarily voted, and that
he should remain as Honorary Sec­
retary of tile Board. His services
were eminently satisfactory. There
was another arrangement made
whereby Mr. Oake, his acting secret­
ary, should have a slight increase of
one or two hundred dollars. This
means a saving of ?1200 on Major
Parsons’ salary as well as getting
Mr. Oake to give more of his time
specifically to secretarial work so
that Major Parsons will be able to
spend a couple of hours a day in the
department and in that way work in
conjunction with his duties at the
Lunatic Asylum, and thus give both
institutions the value of his experi­
ence. Consequently, the whole ar­
rangement means a total net reduc­
tion of one thousand dollars.

MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Chairman, I
am very glad to hear that Major Par­
sons is retained in this respect, be­
cause I have good reason to know
that the work performed by him has
been of the highest value. Of course,
we do know exactly what the material
effect will be on the administration of
affairs at the Lunatic Asylum, par­
ticularly when the new wing is open­
ed; but I suppose he will be able to
devote more time then to the Asylum
as the work of the Pensions Commit­
tee will be gradually smaller as time
goes on. Indeed, I am very glad to
know that Major Parsons is still at­
tached to that Board. I presume Mr.
Clift is the Chairman.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
He has already been formally ap­
pointed Chairman by Minute of
Council.

MR. BENNETT:—I have no objec­
tion to this Bill.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill
entitled, “An Act with respect to De­
linquent Children” was read a second
time and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole tomorrow.

HON. THE MINISTER JUSTICE:—
Mr. Speaker, in moving the second
reading of this Bill, I may say that it
has been introduced at the request of
three reverend gentlemen, Rev. Hem-
meon, Rev. Dr. Jones, and Rev. Dr.
Greive, who have been working for
some time past with a view to mak­
ing things a little easier for the child­
ren of the country. The first part of
the Bill is practically a copy of the
English Act, the Childrens’ Charter.
The first fifteen sections are model­
led on the English Act, and the lat­
ter part on the Ontario Act. The
main object of this Bill is to provide
that when it is necessary for child­
ren to be tried for some offence that
they shall not be tried and handled
the same as adults who commit of­
fences, that they shall not be tried in
the ordinary Court House, but priv­
ately in some way to be specified in
the Act. I don’t know that I can say
much more, but when we go into
Committee on this Bill, Hon. mem­
bers will be able to express their
opinions on the various sections as
they arise.

MR. MacDONNELL:—Mr. Speaker,
I do not propose to discuss this Bill
just now, but as I understand that it
is at the second reading, that we ad­
mit the principle of the Bill, I would



HOUSE OF. ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 209

like to make a few remarks. The
Hon. Minister of Justice has said (hat
the first fifteen sections are taken
from the English Bill. I think that
when we examine closely the work­
ing out of the English Bill, the very
fact that this Bill is modelled on the
English Act will be an all-sufficient
reason for its rejection in this House.
I have been reading up some of the
statistics with regard to this English
Bill, and I find that the Act provides

-O for Probation Officers or Cruelty Men
I among the poor people. That Is" the

kind of official we are going to bring
in here, who because of their activ­
ities in the Old Country were the
cause of the working men and women
coming together and organising them­
selves into what was known as the

i .Mothers’ Defence League. This was
' forced" upon" the' people as far back

as 1919, and it spread from London
right through the whole of England,
and last year had considerable prom­
inence in Scotland. That some pro­
vision be made for delinquent and
neglected children I quite agree, but
I think that there should be no other
official than the police constable. The
Charter of this League announced
that they would fight against the mil­
itarism of these officials. We heard
a lot of talk five or six years ago
about the danger of militarism, and
the same legislators who decided to
make war upon Germany because of
their policy of militarism, think it de­
sirable to have this same principle
encouraged in England. I wish to
give notice that in the committee
stage of this Bill, that as far as I can
I will fight this provision, to the limit,
and endeavour to show to the mem­
bers of this House the danger of this
legislation. In the propaganda of this
League, they say that the poor people
are up in arms because of the im­
pertinence of the drawing room class
who take it upon themselves to dic­
tate to people who are up against 

what they shall or shall not do with
their children, and how they shall
conduct their homes. Now, just
imagine introducing this principle in­
to this country at a time which every­
body will concede is a time of stress
and privation for people of all classes.
Then consider how much more active
than usual those officials would be,
the cost of living driving working
people to look for increased wages;
increased wages leads to increased
prices, and that leads to the fact that
working men and women have to ne­
glect their homes through no fault of
their own. I submit that we are in
this position as a Government that
we are responsible for having brought
about those conditions to a large ex­
tent, for putting the people of this
country in the position they are into
today, and now we ape the policy of
the British Government in penalising
the victims we have made ourselves.
That is a statement of the case. We
have been told here in this House,
and we are glad of it, that this is a
crimeless country, that there is no
great work for our police force. Why
then bring in a set of busy-bodies
who can break into a man’s house
with all the rights of a policeman
with a search warrant and dictate to
him how he shall run his own house­
hold. We are seriously asked to do
that. I doubt if there are many peo­
ple in this country today in the med­
ical profession who are capable of
telling us what is the cause of delin­
quent children. This is a point which

'has caused a lot of discussion in Eng­
land among specialists as to what is
the cause of a child being mentally
deficient. I do not know anyone in
this House, with the exception of my
friend, Dr. Jones, who is competent
in any way to judge legislation of
that kind. It does not follow that be­
cause the parents of the child are
mentally deficient that the child
must be so, nor is the antithesis cor-
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rect. We have to go very slowly, If
there Is such a thing as cruelty, we
have the law to have it prevented and
the ofilcial punished. We don’t want
a host of spies and informers buzzing
around like mosquitoes interfering
with the people of the country. The
people will not stand for this kind of
thing. Take a recent case in Fife­
shire, Scotland. Forms were sent out
to the parents of the children to sign
and certify that because of poverty or
ill-health they could not look out for
their children, as they had always
done previously. The parents indig­
nantly refused to have anything to
do with such forms and decided to
fight against this interference and to
keep their children away from school
altogether, and two or three tnous-
and were kept away from school in
consequence. A Bill like that, if we
did not have the absolute failure of
the English bill as an example, might
pass as harmless, but if we with our
eyes open and knowing the facts of
the working out of that bill in Eng­
land allow this to go through, we are
taking a great responsibility upon
our shoulders; we have no right to
sew the seeds of dissension and
trouble. It is the people with the
smug faces who make trouble when
they try to impose their fads and
fancies upon the working people of
the country. We have no right to
impose upon the people something
they don’t want, and that is what we
do when we make it law. We have
had experience in this House before
of turning over to outsiders to
boards or commissions the rights of
this House as legislators and it
should not happen again.

I will go more fully into this mat­
ter tomorrow. In the meantime I
would ask every member to make
himself acquainted with the working
out of that act in England before we
vote upon it.

THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES:—If the conditions are
as stated by Mr. MacDonnell, the only
solution is to arrange to have the
Bill rescinded and not brought for­
ward any further.

MR. FOX:—Might I ask that the
Bill be deferred till tomorrow.

HON. THE MINISTER JUSTICE:—
I may say that personally I know
very little of the conditions referred
to by Mr. MacDonnell. I was asked
to bring in the Bill by the three
gentlemen I referred to previously.
In view of what has been stated, I
think it right that the second reading
should be deferred, and I ask Mr.
Fox to move the adjournment of the
debate until tomorrow.

MR. FOX:—I move the adjourn­
ment of the debate until tomorrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled, “An Act respecting the High
Commissioner for Newfoundland in
the United Kingdom” was read a
second time and it was ordered that
it be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
Mr. Speaker, this Bill is to provide for
the High Commissioner. It does not
state any fixed salary to be paid him,
but it is similar to the Canadian Act.
The 2nd section is the same as the
Canadian Act. I am bringing it in at
the request of the present High Com­
missioner. He asked me to intro­
duce this last year, but I forgot to do
so. He thinks that the Legislature
should provide for the standing High
Commissioner.

MR. BENNETT:—The High Com­
missioner is supposed to make an
annual report, is he not?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
have received no report for the past
year, although there is really sup­
posed to be one sent in.

MR. FOX:—I would like to draw the
attention of the Minister of Justice to
the fact that while the Bill deals 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 211

with the salaries of minor officials, it
does not deal with a salary for the
High Commissioner. Mifeht I ask that
that be put in tomorrow.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: —
It was not intended that any salary
be fixed.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled, “An Act to confirm an agree­
ment between the Government and
The Dominion Iron & Steel Company,
Ltd., and the Nova Scotia Steel and
Coal Company, Ltd.” was read a
second time and it was ordered that it
be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on tomorrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
With respect to the second reading of
this Bill, I suggest that as probably
members will wish to debate this Bill
we proceed with the second reading
and have the debate in the committee
stage of the Bill.

MR. HIGGINS:—I think it would
be better to leave the second reading
until tomorrow as we would like the
opportunity to discuss it amongst
ourselves.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—I
merely wish to have the formal 2nd
reading and have the debate in the
committee stage.

MR. HIGGINS:—I think that that
will be alright.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—!
move the second reading of this Bill.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled, “An Act respecting the Cut­
ting and Exportation of Timber for
Special Purposes” was read a second
time, and it was ordered that it be
referred to a Committee of the Whole
House on tomorrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
Mr. Speaker, I beg to table a copy
of the contract entered into by the
Government in the Agriculture and
Mines Department. The Government
has guaranteed to take over such

wood cut as is passed by Government
surveyors as suitable for tide ways,
and notice of the liability of the Gov.
ernment must be given before the
30th of June. This Bill is for the
purpose of confirming arrangement
made under the War Measures Act of
1914 and 1916, to permit the export
of pulp wood cut and place upon it
an export tax of one dollar per cord.
This was made necessary because of
the lack of employment caused by
the partial failure of the fisheries,
particularly in St. Barbe Twillingate,
Bonavista, Placentia and sections of
Burgeo and La Poile. I move the
second reading of this Bill.

MR. SCAMMELL: — Mr. Speaker.
Before this Bill, (The Exportation oj
Pulpwood) passes to the second
reading I should like to avail of the
opportunity of setting forth my reas*
ons for supporting it.

Early last summer I was made
aware of the fact that the Fishery in
the White Bay and on the Treaty
Shore looked likely to prove an ab­
solute failure. We were faced with
the problem of what to do for thq
people to keep them from starving
during the winter months. If no
employment could be procured, then
we were faced with the alternative
of administering poor relief on a tre­
mendous scale

I brought the position to the at­
tention of the Government, and press­
ed for a solution.

I state this because at the time the
Opposition papers were stating that;
I was not interesting myself in the
matter. Eventually, the Government)
decided to allow the cutting of Pulp­
wood for export, and agreements were
entered into.

In my district contracts were made
for something like 16000 cords,
which meant an expenditures of $64,-
000.00 in supplies. That tided the,
people over the winter, and relieved
the distress which otherwise would 
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have prevailed, because, taking the
coast into consideration it would
have been a very difficult matter to
have distributed relief adequately oi>
efficiently.

The loading and shipping of this
Pulpwood during the Spring will
mean the expenditure of another
?24,000.00 and help the people over the
dull months immediately preceeding
the fishery.

I have much pleasure therefore.)
Mr. Speaker, in supporting the Bill.

Pursuant to order- and on motion of)
Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, the Bill entitled “An Act to re*
peal 10-11 Geo. V. Cap 25, entitled
‘An Act to Regulate the Exportation
of Salt Codfish” ’ was read a second
time and it was ordered that it be re­
ferred to a Committee of the Whold
House on to-morrow.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE &
FISHERIES:—Mr. Speaker, I woulc)
like to say a word in the second read­
ing of the Act. I am not called upon
to say much now, but I will make
more lengthly remarks in the com­
mittee stage. Sir John Crosble. so
Mr. Halfyard has informed me, re­
ferred to a message I received fronj
Italy. I received a message from Lt.-
Col. Bernard to the effect that Italy
was not buying any fish, and would
not be buying any for a considerable
time. The Government took the mat­
ter up with the British Ambassador,
and has not taken it up with the!
Colonial Office. Any pressure that
we can bring to bear on the Italians
will be influenced in our behalf.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:— Mr. Speaks
er. may I ask the Hon. Minister what
he intends to do about the Standard­
ization Act.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE &
FISHERIES:—It is not the intention
of the Government to repeal that Act,
but they will not be enforced the 

coming season because there is no
money to enforce it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Are the in,
specters to be called back? Here in
a chance for the Government to savq
some money at a time when it is
badly needed. The inspectors should
be called back without delay.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Is it the)
intention to remove the exportation
tax?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE &i
FISHERIES:—It is not the intention
to remove the exportation tax be­
cause the Government needs the
money. Some of the Commissioners
have done good work and should be
kept on, and the money has to be
found to pay them. It is probably
this year that the Government will
put aside twenty or twenty-five thou­
sand dollars for this purpose.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:--Isn’t
thirty cents a quintal too much to
charge on fish today? It is a great
hardship on the fishermen. That is
over seven per cent. I sold fish to­
day for a poor man, and got $2% for
good Brazilian fish. If some of the
Commissioners are good they are all
good, and if one is bad they are all
bad.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Mr. Speak­
er, I think I agree with Sir Michael-
on this question. In view of the hard­
ship on the fishermen this exportation
tax should be repealed. The merchant
is not going to pay this tax out of
his own pocket, it is the fishermen
who are going to pay it. I can ap-.
preciate the attitude of wanting the
revenue, but there must be due con­
sideration to the fisherman. The
commissioners are all alike to me
no matter who they are. I understand
there is a commissioner in the West
Indies. That is money thrown
away. The same thing is true of
Oporto and Malaga. These are the
little things that we can cut off, that
will bring in the revenue. In a meet­
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ing the other day the Board of Trade
took the attitude that the Cominist
sioners were ^10 longer needed.

The Remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un,
til Monday next, May 2nd, at three ot
the clock in the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord-;
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, April 13th, 1921.
The House opened at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE:—Mr. Speaker,
I beg leave to present a petition from
the residents of Salmon Cove for the
sum of $500 to complete a public
wharf, and ask that it is referred to
the Minister of Public Works for his
consideration.

MR. SULLIVAN:—I beg leave to
present a petition, signed by about
150 people of Fox Harbor, P.B., on
the subject of a road. This is an im­
portant settlement, there is no steam
communication and the people have
to depend entirely on the railway.
For many years they have been try­
ing to get communication with the
railway at Ville Marie and a further
sum of $2,000 is needed to complete
it. I ask that the petition be refer­
red to the department to which it re­
lates and I believe the Minister of
Public Works will support it.

MR. WALSH:—I beg to support the
petition.

MR. SINNOTT:—I also beg to sup­
port it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
The reply to question of Mr. Bennett,
No. 5, on Order Paper of April 13th,
1921, is as follows:

Most of the information required in
this question was furnished in the
reply to question of Mr. Higgins, No.
22, on Order Paper of April 5th,
which was tabled on the 11th instant, 

copy of which is attached hereto.
The additional information now re­
quired is in course of preparation.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
The reply to question of Mr. Lewis,
No. 7, on Order Paper of April 13th,
1921, is as follows:

Charles Hynes is tidewaiter at Kel-
ligrews and was appointed 28th Feb­
ruary, 1920. He receives, as salary
$750.00 per year. He receives no
commission; as Kelligrews is a trans­
fer office for Bell Island, the officer
is subject to the Sub-Collector at Bell
Island; whatever business is done
goes through the Bell Island office.
He has been supplied with a uniform,
it is the regular practise to supply
tidewaiters with such. Mr. Hynes
succeeded Mr. Frank Tilley.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon.
the Minister of Justice to lay on the
table of the House a statement show­
ing the names of the legal men inside
the Colony and outside who at pres-
ent hold retainers in connection with
the Labrador Boundary, the amount
paid them on account for their ser­
vices, and if it is intended to employ
any other lawyers in this work, and
if so, who are they?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—I
beg to table the information.

Sir M. P. Cashir asked the Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to lay on the table of the House a
statement showing the names of the
parties from whom Messrs. Job Br-s.,
G. M. Barr, and Joseph Sellars bought
fish on Government account last fall,
the quantity purchased from each
person and the amount paid therefor,
and whether in each case it was in
cash or part cash, and in the latter
event, what proportion was paid in
cash and what in truck; also a state­
ment showing the expenses per
quintal which increased the quantif­
ies purchased by Joseph Sellars by
one dollar a quintal over that pur­



214 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

chased by Messrs Job Brothers and
Mr. Barr.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—The information is be­
ing prepared.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity as Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, if the Government or
the Railway Commission is a partici­
pant in the present venture of the
steamer Sagona at the seal fishery,
and if so whether altogether or on
joint account with the Reid Company)
and in the latter case to what extent,
and whether, seeing that the Sagona’s
catch was insufficient to make the
venture a paying one, the Governs
ment or the Railway Commission lose
anyrhng by the venture, and if so how
much?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES:—Mr. Speaker, in answer to
the hon. gentleman I might say that
the Sagon'a in the present venture at
the seal fishery had no connection
whatever with the Railway Commis-j
sion nor was the Railway Commission
in any way responsible for any loss
that might have been incurred. I ant
tabling a letter from Mr. Hall which
will fully explain the matten.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—The
reply to that question requires thq
preparing of some statistics which
will take a day or two.

Mr. Higgins asked the Minister of
Public Works to lay on the Table oil
the House a statement showing:
(a) The cost of all repairs to thq

house occupied by District Inspec­
tor Sheppard, Harbor Grace,
since November, 1919, and to
whom any amounts were paid.

(b) The cost of all repairs to the
Goaler’s residence, Harbor Grace,
and to the Court House at that
place since November, 1919, and
to whom any amounts were paid.

(c) The cost of coats, hats and boots;

supplied the Volunteer Fire Bri­
gade, Harbor Grace, with the
names of the parties supplying
the same, and the amounts paid
the different parties.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: —
I beg to table the reply.

Mr. Higgins asked the Hon. Minis?
ter of Marine and Fisheries if he re­
cently purchased five thousand tons
of salt for the Government in Eur?
ope; where and from whom and at
what price the said salt was pur­
chased; where is the salt to be de­
livered, at St. John’s or Port Union;
and to table copy of the telegraphiq
and other correspondence betweeq
the Prime Minister and himself in
relation to the purchase of the same.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE AND FISH*
ERIES:—I beg to table the reply.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE asked the
Hon. Minister of Shipping
(1) What insurance is on the hull of

the S. S. Portia; what rate of
premium and who did the insur­
ance?

(2) What insurance is on the hull o$
the S. S. Prospero, what rate of
premium, and who did the insur-j
ance?

(3) What insurance was on the hul|
of the S. S. Watchful on the voy­
age from England, and what pre?
mium; what amount is at pres-)
ent on said hull, and who did the
insurance?

(4) What insurance was on the hulj
of the S. S. Daisy on the voyage
from England, what premium)
what is at present on said hull)
and who didxthe insurance?

(5) What insurance was on the hul)
of the S. S. Senef on the voyage
from England or United States;
and what amount is now on hull,
and premiums paid; who did thq
insurance?

(G) What insurance was on the hull
of the Sebastapol on the voyage
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from England or United States,
and what premium was paid.
What amount is now on hull, and
premium paid, and who did th$
insurance?

(7) What insurance was on the hul)
of the Malekoff on voyage from
England or United States, and
what rate of premium; what
amount is at present on said hull,
and rate of premium, and who
did the insurance?

HON. MINISTER OF SHIPPING:—
Mr. Speaker, in reply to that question
I beg to say that the insurance on the
Portia is £32,000.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE:— I’d like to
have the reply tabled in writing.

Sir John C. Crosbie asked the Hon.
Minister of Shipping:
(1) Who supplied the s.s. Prospero

with groceries, provisions, etc.,
and to lay on the table of the
House the said accounts.

(2) Who supplied the s.s. Portia with
groceries, provisions, etc., and to
lay on the table of the House the
said accounts.

HON. MINISTER OF SHIPPING:—
The hon. gentleman will understand
that my department is very busy just
now and it would entail considerable
work to have these accounts copied,
while it would scarcely be safe to let
the vouchers go out of our hands with­
out having copies of them. If it would
suit the hon. member's convenience to
call at my office, I should be glad to
give him access to the accounts.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE:—The only
objection to that is that other mem
bers might want to see them.

Sil- John C. Crosbie asked the Hon.
Minister of Public Works what the
cargo of anthracite coal imported by
the “Herbert Warren” last fall, on
Government account, cost?. Please lay
full detailed statements on the table of
the House.

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS
—In tabling the reply to that ques­

tion, I would like to say that at the
time that cargo of coal was purchased
it was almost impossible to get this
kind of coal, and as it was a serious
matter to run the risk of having the
Government institutions without fuel,
and as this opportunity was then offer­
ing, we felt that the chance should not
be lost.

Sir John C. Crosbie asked the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries at
what date Captain Gosse was paid
for the thirty-six casks of Labrador
codfish.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—Mr. Speaker, I beg to
inform the hon. gentleman that this
reply will be ready tomorrow.

MR. LEWIS asked the Hon. Minister
of Marine and Fisheries if the steamer
“Senef'' is being employed to freight
to Harbor Grace seals which are the
property of the crews of certain of the
sealing steamers, and if so, has the
ship been hired for the purpose and at
what rate, or is she being donated by
the Government or the Fisheries De­
partment for the benefit of these peo­
ple, and if so, what is the estimated
cost per day of her maintenance.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES:—There is no steamer
employed to convey seals to Harbour
Grace.

SIR M. P. CASHIN:—Yesterday I
outlined the railway situation as it
appeared to me. and I hope within
the next few weeks to hear from
the Government side of the House
in reference to this matter. But it
is hard to get away from the fish
business, as I told you yesterday,
hard to get away from that half mil­
lion dollars. I was twitted in one
of the papers a few days ago about a
shipment of fish from this country
while I was a member of the- late
Government. That shipment of fish
went out from here by a ship called
the “Escasoni”; that shipment of
fish was valued at something like
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$1,250,000. I shall tell the story
myself of that "Escasoni” shipment.
The merchants of Water Street
owned that, fish, the merchants of
Water Street purchased that fish,
they speculated and purchased that
fish, and intended to make money
on it. Fish was away up in the air
at the time, three years ago. After
purchasing that fish they sold it. on
the other side in the Mediterranean.
They chartered the “Escasoni” and
she took across something like 40,000
quintals of fish. When the fish got
over there it was thrown up. The fish
was ordered on up to Greece and
from Greece on to Rumania. Every
cod’s tail in that ship was owned by
Water Street. The F. P. U. had 8,000
quintals of fish in that ship. They de­
nied having 8,000 quintals of fish in
that ship because they had sold it to
somebody else and put it on board
like Mr. Gosse sold his fish to Barr.
But, just the same, the eight thou­
sand quintals of fish belonged to the
F. P.. (J. originally. That fish was
taken up to Rumania. It was two or
three months on the passage. Ar­
rangements were made with Mr.
Hepburn, of the firm of Baine John­
stone and Company to go over and
look after it at the end. He went
over there and he went up on that
ship to Rumania, and when he got
to Rumania with that fish the fish
was rotten, the pickle was running
out of it. They were pumping the
pickle out going up the Mediterranean
and when they got to Rumania, it is
very easy to imagine what the fish
was like in a hot climate. Mr. Hep­
burn sold the fish under very back­
ward conditions, but not for cash.
He sold for bonds. The Newfound­
land merchants would have to take
bonds for that fish. That news was
sent over the cables to Newfound­
land. The Government was ap­
proached on the matter, as nearly 

every merchant on Water Street had a
little fish in that ship. The Gov­
ernment were approached to know if
they would guarantee those bonds, if
the merchants of Water Street would
take the. Rumanian bonds. Then the
Government, being approached, re­
fused to do it. The British Govern­
ment then was tackled. They re­
fused to guarantee the Rumanian
Bonds. After they refused, the own­
ers of that fish on Water Street came
back on the Government again, and
the Government of that day were
called to Government House with Sir
William Lloyd as leader of the Gov­
ernment, to- discuss the matter. I
was the Finance Minister at the
time and when I went to Government
House I did not know what I was
going up for. When I got up there
the proposition was put before me:
were we as a Government prepared
to guarantee to the merchants of
Water Street the Rumanian bonds for
the fish purchased by Rumania. If
so the merchants would be in this
position, so far as the Banks were
concerned, that they were prepared
to advance them in any way with a
Government guarantee behind them.
We discussed the matter at Govern-,
ment House. Mr. Coaker wasn’t
there, no, but here’s the reason Mr.
Coaker wasn’t there, he was at Port
Union for three or four months sulk­
ing.

MR. HALFYARD:—He wasn’t in
the country.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—I beg
your pardon. He was at Port Union
for four months, never came near
the Executive Board, and the reason
he didn’t was that he couldn't have
his own way; he was turned down,
and that's the reason he didn't come
to the Executive Board. He was in
Port Union sulking at the time ami
Dr. Lloyd—Sir William Lloyd of to­
day as we know him—was the man 
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who was made Premier by him, and
he was sent to Government House to
get that guarantee on Rumanian
bonds, but I am proud to say that 1
am the man who turned Coaker down
and turned Coaker down and turned
the whole thing down. You were
there as Mr. Coaker’s Secretary and
you were there as Colonial Secretary.
You were up at Government Housq
as Secretary o£ the F, P. II. and Col­
onial Secretary of the Colony looking
for a guarantee for those Rumanian
bonds.

MR. HALFYARD—It is not cor­
rect.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Well you
know what I am saying is correct.
Go over and ask the Governor. I
am going to dinner tonight at Gov­
ernment House and if you are go-
ing I will be happy to ask him in your
presence.

I was the Finance Minister at the
time. What was my answer? The
Hon. W. J. Ellis was there, Mr. Clift
was there, Sir William .Lloyd was
there, you were there, Sir John Cros-
bie was" there. Sir John Crosbie is
here now and when I sit down he
will get up and tell you that I am
the man who turned down those
Bonds.

MR. HALFYARD:—I hope he tells
the truth.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—He can’t
tell anything else. He is remarkable
for telling the truth, and the truth is
better in this House. But here’s what
I am going to tell this House. I was
asked to guarantee that million and
a quarter Rumanian bonds. If I had
put my pen to paper as Finance Min.
ister that night or the next day, what
was I doing?- I ask you now what
would I be doing? Give us an honest
answer now.

MR. HALFYARD:—Do you want a
reply?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Yes.

What would I be doing if I put my
name to that guarantee?

MR. HALFYARD:—Without ques­
tion you would be doing a very heroic
thing. You would want to be a very
wise man to do it.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—None of
your trimming. Would I not be put­
ting this Colony in this position that
I would have to go out as Minister
of Finance of the Colony and pay the
Merchants on Water Street the mo­
ney for those Rumanian bonds that
are down in the Bank to-day no good.
Isn’t that the position? Now, Mr.
Halfyard isn’t it true that I would
have had to hand out a million and a
quarter dollars to pay merchants on
Water street wluo speculated their
own money and when they lost it
wanted the Government to pay them.
Isn’t that the position I would have
been in? Don’t you know .that Water
street is owed today by Rumanian
one million and a quarter dollars.
What would I be doing?

MR. HALFYARD:—You would
make an awful mistake.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—But you
were wanting me to do it. You say
now that I would have made an awful
mistake, but, thank God, I had sense
enough not to make the awful mis­
take then. I can tell the country to­
day that when I was Minister of Fin­
ance I safeguarded its interests jeal­
ously and you and your associates
since have tried your best in every
direction to bring a blush to my cheek
for the way in which I managed it,
but you can’t do it. In twenty min­
utes I can make the whole of you
blush. Now you brought this on your­
self. The Department that you are
head of to-day is owed fifty or sixty
thousand dollars from a certain
source. Did you collect it? No, Sir,
you did not collect it? Do you know
how to collect it? Get up and tell
me that and. I will sit down. You
are owed, or this country is owed, 
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seventy or eighty thousand dollars
to-day in that Department, and you
are chief of that Department, but you
don’t know the first thing about it,
you don’t know where to begin, you
don’t know who to appeal to, and
there is not a man in your Govern­
ment knows how to go out and get
at that money. That’s a broad state­
ment for me to make, but you know
that it is correct. Haven’t you sense
enough to know that this country is
in need of every dollar it can get to.
day. With sixty thousand dollars you
could go out and double the pauper's
dole that you are paying to-day. You
are chief of that Department and If
my statements cannot bring a blush
to your cheeks there is no blush in
you. You can’t get up and tell me
how you can collect that money.

MR. HALFYARDWhen I get an
opportunity, I will tell you.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—I give
you the opportunity now while these
gentlemen are listening.

MR. HALFYARD:—I won’t now.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—No be­

cause you can’t. You are not attend­
ing to your business. You are secre­
tary of a large corporation; how can
you look after a vast Department like
the Posts and Telegraphs. You are
only human. You are trying to do
both, but you can't. This $60,000 is
increasing at the rate of two or three
thousand dollars a month, and you
don’t know the first thing about it;
worse than that, there is no man on
the other side knows any more than
you do. Now, don’t you think it
would pay that Government to have
me come over there and collect that
money. Sure, and not alone that, but
I saved a million and a quarter dol­
lars to the country by not signing for
those Rumanian bonds. We left Gov­
ernment House and we never talk
Rumanian bonds after because you
would have been minus M. P. Cashin 

and you could not afford at that time
to be minus M.P. Cashin.

Nw I am going to tell you another
little story. That eighty thousand dol­
lars I have told you about. Do you
know what happened the other day?
I asked a question here as to when the
interest on our British bonds was sent
to the Old Country and at what period
within the last three months of the
year was exchange lowest. I got an
answer back saying that they kne>
nothing about the exchange, but that
the money was paid on the 20th of
December. That would be ten days
before it was due. Well, here’s what
you could have done. Do you , as
Postmaster-General of the Colony,
know that there is such a thing as ex­
change at the present time, that be­
tween here and the Old Country in the
month of October the pound was down
to $3.34 in New York, it was down to
something like $3.47 or $3.48 here.
You could have gone to that Surplus
and taken the $500,000 that you paid
for fish and sent it to England in
October; £95,000, I think, was the in­
terest, somewhere around £100,000.
You could have sent that at the rate
of $3.35 or $3.40 early in October to
the Old Country and you could have
six per cent, compounded on that
monthly up to the end of the year.
But at the end of the year, when you
sent over your money, exchange was
up to between four and four-twenty.
You had to send it on December 20th,
because it was due at the end of the
year to the bond holders in England,
and if you knew your business you
would have sent it three months prev­
ious to that. You would have had it
over that at six per cent., you would
have had $4.86 2/3 over there for $3.40,
and you would have made $60,000.
You knew nothing about that? How
mnnv men on the other side do know?
Did Mr. Gosse? Did Mr. Winsor? Dio
von. Mr. Jennings? No, you were sav­
ing on splits. Down in the Finance
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Department you were paying out thou
sands and thousands of dollars while
you were squeezing the lifeblood out
ol the Topsail man and the Kelli
grews man who come in to sell you
a few splits. Now that's the Govern­
ment that is representing Newfound­
land today. But this is what is go­
ing on, Mr. Speaker. The Post Office
as I have already stated, is owed
580,000, and the 560,000 in the Finance
Department would make 5140,000, and
the 5200,000 that you hold in bonds
given by your supporters and duties
that you didn’t collect, would be near­
ly half a million dollars. Don’t you
think it would pay the Government to
have me at a salary of 550,000 a year?
It is too much to say, Mr. Speaker,
that we are running for the rocks.
Never since Responsible Government
has Newfoundland been cursed with
a Government like the present Gov­
ernment. The proof is all around.
The simplest school child can see it.
Take the Manifesto of last year, take
up the Speech from the Throne today,
then think of the revenue that we left
after us when you came into power,
think of the surplus you had when
you came into power, and then think
of yourself with only a revenue of
three or four million dollars today.
You are short two millions now and
you are short 5300,000 in bonds. The
Auditor-General’s Report here tells us
that you closed your books in October
last with 560,000 in bonds due. When
I asked the names of those bond hold­
ers here the other "day, it was no,
etiquette to tell me. But the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries comes down
a few days after and asks a question
about bonds that were due while we
were in power and gives us the name
of the party. It was etiquette for him
to tell that party’s name, but it was
not etiquette to tell the names of the
men who helped you get into power,
who are allowed to go down to the
Treasury and pass on goods and sell
them to the poor man with forty pe. 

cent, gain on them that they have
never paid. There is not a Govern­
ment department today but is being
robbed of thousands and thousands of
dollars. Take the Auditor-General’s
Report. Take the Estimates when they
will come down and see the evidence,
see the enormous number of officials
you have tacked on to the Civil Serv­
ice, thousands and thousands of dol­
lars going out to people whose names
you have to twist your tongue three
times to pronounce. We never heara
of them before, all new men brought
into the service

Then, this Government is run prin­
cipally by two or three men who are
heads of a large corporation business
of this Colony. I cannot get away
from that, ruining the whole business
of this Colony. As I have told you be­
fore, before this House closes the Fish
Regulations must come off. The coun­
try is in a terrible condition, north,
south, east and west. These Regula­
tions must come off, because they are
a scandal of the worst kind. The Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, chief ot
the greatest corporation we have in
the country, uses the private informa­
tion of each and every individual in
the fish business in this country for
his own ends. Are we not a patient
people to stand it so long?

Next on my, list is aeroplanes. Now,
it is not necessory for me to occupy
the time of the House to talk on aero­
planes this evening. Didn’t we an
read a report last year that the
Prime Minister was in England and
that he had arranged with the Bri­
tish Government to send out to this
country a number of aeroplanes to
forward the sealing fishery of the
country. We all thought it was only
necessary, when we read this report,
to get ready in the Spring of the
year, that aeroplanes would be fly­
ing around up in the Heavens point­
ing out the whitecoats to Abram Kean

down below and to Billy Winsor and 
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others. Thousands and thousands of
dollars have been spent on aero­
planes. These arrangements were
made by the Prime Minister when he
was over in Sunny France, where he
was clear of the fogs and ice of New­
foundland. He forgot that the aero­
planes had to come to Newfoundland
and go down to Green Bay in March
with the wind to the North-west,
when you couldn’t put your nose out­
side of a cap, let alone your eyes.
Then we read, in the public press of
England, and of Canada, that a re­
volution was going to take place In
the seal fishery of Newfoundland,
aeroplanes were to be sent out, but
what has happened? The story of the
aeroplanes most likely will be told
before this House closes. Another
thirty or forty thousand dollars gone
in that direction nothing less. Still
we keep on.

We have asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries for the number
of Trade Commissioners that we have
abroad. Do you know, sir, that we
are paying over $100,000 to-day to
Trade Commissioners. Some of them
are spending as high as twelve thou­
sand dollars a year. May I ask the
Prime Minister to tell the House if
these Commissioners have been re­
called. We cannot pay them, we
have no more money to pay them,
the Government has no money to
pay its debts. You can’t pay the in­
terest on your money on the 30th of
June next if you pay your bills in
the meantime.

What is your position to-day, Mr.
Prime Minister! If you take your
financial statement and go abroad
to look for a loan what kind of a
story would you concoct? You would
have to tell that your purchasing
power is gone, you have no industry
only the seal fishery and the cod
fishery, that we are practically carry­
ing all our eggs in the one basket.
The fishermen can’t live on five dol­

lars for fish paying fourteen dollars
for flour. You told in your Manifesto
last year that the per capita tax of
this Colony was $36 per head. To.
day what is it? Didn’t you put ten
dollars more on each head last year?
To-day it is $46. You were going to
make it 26 when you wanted votes.

I wonder what are you receiving
from the tax. Have you forgotten
like Mr. Halfyard has forgotten to
collect the money due the Post Office,
to collect it? Are they paying any­
thing? Why haven’t you collected
the quarter of a million dollars off
the Nova Scotia Steel Company? I
collected it off the Dominion Iron and
Steel Company, and I was collecting
it off the Nova Scotia Steel Company
when I left. I suppose you haven’t
taken that matter up yet. It is only
a quarter of a million dollars. They
were making twelve million dollars
yearly out of Newfoundland and they
owed Newfoundland a profit tax. We
compromised with the Dominion Iron
and Steel and we took a quarter of
a million, we would have taken the
same from the Nova Scotia people.
You are in power nearly a year and
a half and you haven’t done anything.
Why don’t you go around to the dif­
ferent Departments and w6ed them
out? There is not a Department In
the Civil Service to-day but is a dis­
grace to the Civil Service, a disgrace,
mark that down. Snow shovelling
$8,000 in Harbour Main. Where did
you get that money. Did it come
through your Department, Mr. Chair­
man of the Board of Works? I asked
you last year about two or three hun­
dred dollars in your District and you
promptly got up and told me that I
took money from Green Bay the pre­
vious year that was voted in this
House. Now if you are the honest
good man you say you are you will
tell us. You have the same fashion
as the other members on your side,
you hold the paper over your face.
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You arc a political hypocrite, a man
who preaches one doctrine and then
turns around and practises another.
You handed out $8,000 for snow
shovelling in Harbour Main, the peo­
ple’s money. For what? To keep
you in power, that’s why you handed
it out. Where is your work to-day?
Can you find it? If you went to Har­
bor Main to-day would you find eight
hundred dollars worth of work? It
is gone, the snow is gone, the roads
are there and it will take another
eight thousand dollars to repair them
in order to carry traffic.

We heard something about a Ger­
man indemnity. All very well. That’s
a case of live horse till you get grass.
I hope we will get an indemnity, we
are entitled to it, because we have
paid the price for it. The only hope
you have to hold out to the people
is the indemnity you will receive from
Germany.

What about the State Bank? We
heard a lot of talk in the papers dur­
ing the past six or twelve months
about a State Bank being established
in Newfoundland. Now let us see
■where we are. I am sorry another
gentleman from the other side of
the House is not here. I would like
to have a word or two with him, the
little shipped man who got off his
speech on opening day, but he is also
a schoolmaster and knows something
about gathering money around this
Island. I will postpone what I have
to say to him as he is not here. J
will talk to him about the State Bank
later on.

Where are we with regard to ship­
building in this country? That was
one of the things that was promised
last year. What is going to happen
in that direction? How many mil­
lions of dollars is Newfoundland go­
ing to lose, Mr. Speaker, in that di­
rection. I am not going to discuss it
this evening as the Minister is not
here.

Coal and oil boring. Didn’t we
hear a lot last year about Coal anti
oil boring. We passed a Loan Bill
for half million dollars for that pur­
pose. Where are we today? We have
no report before us. They were go­
ing to have trucks over the roads
brought up to the Railway track
last Winter. They were going to
mine that coal and they were going
to supply St. John’s, and they were
going to supply the coastal boats. We
haven’t heard a word about that in
the Speech from the Throne. They
are ashamed to tell the story, ashamed
to tell the story of what is going on
down there, thousands of dollars be­
ing spent and no return. I would like
to find out from the Prime Minister,
in the absence of the Minister of Ag­
riculture and Mines, how much it
cost per ton to mine the coal they
have taken from the mine, and how
much of it has been mined during
the Winter.

What about copper mines? We
have been told that a great industry
is to take place in regard to copper,
the great starting place will be on
the West Coast, and great opera­
tions are to take place in Bay of
Islands. Nothing at all about what
is going to happen during the next
six months, only one >r two things
that will never materialize. As to
coal mines, they pop up every now
and again at a certain season of the
year.

Last year we were treated in this
House to a Housing scheme. Now
what has happened the housing
scheme. Nothing in the Speech from
the Throne this year about it. Will
the Prime Minister or the Minister of
Justice tell us anything about it?
Here’s what happened the housing
scheme. A certain amount of money
was given by philanthropic citizens
here last year to buy houses. They
went to work and built the houses
and they proclaimed to the country 
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that they could build a certain num­
ber at a certain figure, but what
happened? The houses cost double
the money and the people who ad­
vanced the money are going to sell
out the houses. Is that the posi­
tion? The houses that were sup­
posed to be built for a thousand or
twelve hundred dollars cost over two
thousand, some of them up to twenty-
five hundred I understand. How
many poor working people can buy
a house that cost nearly three thou­
sand dollars to build? Some of the
philanthropists are now going to sell
the houses at auction to get their
money back. How many longshore
men are living in those houses on
Freshwater Road? How many men
from Harvey’s or Job’s or Bowring’s?
I go further, how many clerks have
you in the houses? You built those
houses for people who can't afford
to pay for them.

Proclamation of Lands. How many
of you remember that proclamation
last year? A young soldier is at­
tached to the Agriculture and Mines
Department at a salary of $3700 a
year. Now I don't begrudge it to
him in one way but in another I do.
1 hope he will get up and ' tell us
what has resulted from the proclam­
ation that was issued by your Gov­
ernment last year granting so much
land to the soldier and sailor from
the Agriculture and Mines Depart­
ment. How many soldiers partook of
the offer? How many took over the
land and started farming and build­
ing houses? How many went to the
West Coast, how many took over
the lovely fertile land North, how
many are in the interior of the coun­
try along the railway? I would like
that young fine-looking Commission­
er to get up and tell us. I am not
criticising your job. You have $3700
a year. You did one good act. You
are entitled to your job. You are
only entitled to it because you went 

and fought for Newfoundland while
others who remained at home re­
ceived more money than you are now
receiving. Therefore I bow to you
you are in your proper place.

Before closing my remarks, I wish
to go back to a little matter. The
other day in this House I moved a
resolution condemning certain refer­
ences to His Excellency the Governor
in “The Daily Star.” I was attacked
by that paper immediately after. It is
not necessary for me to read any oi
the articles, but I want to tell the
Prime Minister that he contradicted a
statement I made in this House that
he was the owner of “The Star.” He
told me he wasn’t the owner of that
“Star,” but that he was a creditor oi
that “Star,” so I took the trouble to
find out who the owners of that "Star”
were by going to the Registry Office.
I just tell this for what it is worth,
and to just show hbw the Prime Min­
ister can talk here. Down at the Reg­
istry Office “The Star” is registered
in the names of three men. The cap­
ital is ten dollars each, thirty dollars,
that is the capital of the great bit
“Star.” But ten dollars is sufficient
to carry out the law. I stated in this
House that “The Star” is owned and
controlled by the Prime Minister. Now
I prove it. It may not be the proof
that is necessary, but it will serve the
purpose of showing to the country
that the Prime Minister is the man
who is handling “The Star” and handl­
ing all the filth and dirt in that papei
None of it can go in without his per­
mission, and there is no man in this
country he lavishes more of this dirt
on than myself. I tell him right here
'that he is the owner of that "Star,” he
is a creditor of that "Star,” in fact
that "Sar” owes him so much that he
owns "The Star.” "The Star” is not
owned by the three individuals in
whose names it is registered, these arc
only three men he is using for a pur­
pose, just the same as Mr. Coaker is 
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using other gentlemen in this House
The Prime Minister is the man who
owns “The Star,” he is responsible for
that insult to the Governor. The Prime
Minister is the man who pays the bills
of “The Star” and pays the employees
at his office weekly. He is the same
man who quibbled in the Woodford
affidavit and would not allow counsel,
he is the man who splits hairs on
every occasion, and then he had the
cheek to come in here and tell me that
he wasn’t owners of “The Star.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, to come back to
the amendment to the Address in
Reply. I moved that amendment a
few days ago in all earnestness. I
moved that amendment for the wel­
fare of Newfoundland. I moved that
amendment because we, as fishermen
of this Colony, received proof positive
that the Regulations have served to
put Newfoundland in the unfortunate
nosition she is in today. I look upon
it as my duty, as a member of the
House of Assembly, to see that those
Regulations are removed from the
Statute Book of the Colony. There is
no fisherman in the country who is
not crying out in a loud voice to have
those Regulations removed, to give
free trade once more to Newfound­
land; give each and every fisherman
in the Island who is independent
enough to export his own fish a chance
to do so; abolish the coercion that you
have been practising for the past
twelve months. The amendment that
I propose will help mend the situation
that we are in today, because no mat­
ter what is done the fish on hand is
going to interfere with the sale of the
new catch when the new catch comes
in. I ask each and every member in
this House, every true Newfoundland­
er, to forget that he is here for pay
and that he has an obligation to per
form. You must not turn down that
amendment. If you do turn it down
then we will take other means to see
that it is passed. An enraged people 

will come in here and make it pass.
Do you mean to say that people are
going to put up this year with what
they had to put up with last year, ex­
port fish under the supervision of W.
F. Coaker and the Fish Regulations
No. You must vote for that amend­
ment. You may quibble and say, "oh,
we will bring in another Bill, that will
serve the purpose better.” That am­
endment I propose fills the position,
and I ask you as men to bury all dif­
ferences and remember what we owt
to this country. Remember the many
families that are tonight destitute.
Forget your own interests and go like
men and vote for the amendment. I
ask you to vote as one man on the
other side of the House for it. When
these Regulations passed this House
they were tried in the law courts, and
it was found they could not be put in
force. Mr. Hickman took a case into
the Supreme Court and a decision was
given against them. Then the War
Measures Act was dpg nn and those
Regulations were put into force The
Minister held a pistol tn the heads 01
every exporter in Newfoundland, and
today the country is demanding that
those Regulations be removed, so
therefore it is your duty.

I have much pleasure in proposing
this amendment.

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House
until tomorrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY. April 15th. 1921.
The House met at threel of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

Mr. MacDonnell gave notice of
question.

Sir M. P, Cashin gave notice of
question.

Presenting Petitions.
MR. HIGGINS:—Mr. Speaker, I rise

with your permission to present a 
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petition from the residents of that
section of St. John’s Rast in the vicin­
ity of Escasoni to which I would draw
particular attention. It will be re­
membered that some days ago a ques­
tion was asked as to whether it was
the intention of the Government to use
Escasoni as a small-pox hospital in­
stead of that destroyed at Signal! Hill
and in reply to that question, I find
that it is. Now Mr. Speaker, I ap­
preciate the position the Government
finds itself in with regard to this
hospital, but on the other hand it
must not be lost sight of that to
establish it in this place would seri­
ously affect the whole of the Escas­
oni section of St. John’s East, This
petition draws attention to the fact
that the proposed hospital would be
right in the heart of a large and im­
portant farming section and that it
will mean if the project is carried out
that the sale of milk from these
farms will be seriously affected and
with all deference to the opinion of
the Public Health Officer, I am
strongly of the opinion that in justice
to the surrounding people, it ought
not to be done. Medical authorities
tell us that milk is one of the great­
est purvej'ors of disease.

If you put that small-pox hospital
in there you will injure the people
of that district, who are mostly farm­
ers. Even though the proposition
may be sound from a health stand­
point, and certified by a Medical man
their customers will not buy their
milk. In view of those facts, I
would ask the Government to con­
sider the petition. I do not think it
would be right to have an institution
Of that character put in such a loca­
tion, where it would injure the peo­
ple of the neighbourhood. It is not
because a certain medical authority
says it is alright that it. should be
foisted upon the people when they
object to it. The Government has
land more suitable for the erection ot 

such an institution, down by the Fev­
er Hospital, or in some place other
than a farming and residential sec­
tion. This location as far as I know
is a very swampy piece of ground
and one which is calculated to breed
disease. I think it- is the worst pos-,
sible place for the erection of a
small-pox hospital. I would like to
say to the Government that I invite
their consideration of this petition—
because it is signed by over two hun­
dred people, and all of them directly
concerned in it. Justice Johnson is
one of the men who signed it. I am
not ignoring the fact that there is a
building there already and it would
save money to convert it into a small­
pox hospital, but I think it is better
to make this sacrifice, than to put it
there. I ask that this petition be re­
ferred to the Prime Minister’s De­
partment, and that it be given the
early attention of the Government.
I hope that the Government will see
its way clear to grant this petition.

Mr. Bennett asked the Hon. Prime
Minister to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing the
amount of fees paid the Quarantine
Officers for the port from December
31st, 1913, to date; the duties of said
officer, the name of the officer per­
forming these duties, and the fee
collected from each ship for the du­
ties so performed.

HON. PRIME MINISTER:—I have
drawn the attention of the Deputy
Minister to this question and the an­
swer will be tabled tomorrow’.

Mr. Bennett asked the Hon. Minis­
ter of Justice if, as indicated by the
report of the Comptroller and Audit­
or-General under section 33 (b) of
the Audit Act, 1899, the salaries of
the Judges and Registrar of the Su­
preme Court were increased by the
sum of a thousand dollars each after
the close of the last session of the
Legislature; if so to state why this
increase was''not made while the Leg-
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'Mature was in session; and to lay on
t’m Table of the House a copy of all
correspondence in relation to the
said increase.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE:—
In answer to that question I might
say that these salaries were increased
after the passing of the Estimates last
year. It was the intention of the
Government to place the Judges’
salaries on a par with those of the
judges of the Dominion of Canada,
and as these were not ready at the
time of the tabling of the Estimates
the increases could not be made till
after the closing of the House.

MR. BENNETT:—Were the salaries
of the Canadian judges also increased
last year?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: —
They were, but we did not put ours up
to the same standard. That would
have meant an increase of $2,000
where as the increases made here
were of $1,000.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—In
reply to question No. 5, (Sir M. P.
Cashin): The honorable member is in
error in addressing the first portion
of this question to the Hon. the Min
ister of Marine and Fisheries. The
first portion of the question to which
I refer is as follows:

“To ask the Hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries if Mr. Collishaw
was commissioned by the Government
recently to proceed to Canada and
the United States to raise a loan for
the Colony or to initiate preliminary
negotiations therefor, and if so, what
remuneration is he to receive for his
services, and to lay upon the table oi
the House a copy of all correspond­
ence, if any, in relation to the said
arrangement.”

This portion of the question relates
to the Department of Finance and Cus
toms. So that the Hon. the Leader of
the Opposition may not have to go to
the trouble of directing this question
to the proper department, I, on be­

half of the Minister of Finance and
Customs, who unfortunately is still too
ill to attend the House, beg to say that
Mr. Collishaw has not been commis­
sioned by the Government to proceed
to Canada and the United States or.
any other place, either to raise a loan
for the Colony or to initiate prelim­
inary negotiations therefor, or to un­
dertake any other work in connection
therewith.

As to the second portion of the
question, which is correctly address­
ed to Hon. Mr. Coaker in his capacity
of Chairman of the Railway Commis­
sion, I have in his absence to say that
Mr. Collishaw has not been authorised
to purchase anything for the Railwaj
Commission.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER:—
The reply to question of Mr. Walsh,
No. 8, Order Paper April 13th, is as
follows:
Statement of amounts expended dur­

ing last year in connection with fire
fighting.

(a) Vicinity of St. John’s..? 3,606.20
(b) In Ferryland District.. 9,279.55
(c) At Blaketown and vicin­

ity .................................... 1,255.00
(d) At Port Blandford and

vicinity............................ 287.29
(e) Elsewhere....................  35,972.56

This does ont include the wages of
the regularly employed fire wardens.

SIR. M. P. CASHIN:—Mr. Speaker,
when the House adjourned yesterday
afternoon I was dealing with the La­
brador Boundary Question. After
the sitting opened yesterday an an­
swer was tabled to one of my ques­
tions that not alone alarmed me, but
also the whole House, and which,
when known, will alarm the whole
country. It was that no less than
eight lawyers are engaged in that
work. I cannot use the word work m
the proper sense because we, as old
politicians, know this Labrador Boun­
dary Question is not work. It is only
an excuse for certain lawyers, or as
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I named them yesterday whether in
Parliamentary language or not, cer­
tain vultures to suck more of the life
blood out of the country. How, I ask,
can the Minister of Justice attempt
to justify the payments tabled here
yesterday? We look to him for the
exercise of reason' and prudence in
connection with this matter, but col­
ossal extravagance has been practis­
ed. I said yesterday, and I repeat to­
day, that all the essential work in
connection with that question had
been done by the late M. W. Furlong,
but now we find that one firm alone
has received $10,000 and that the
Minister himself and his colleague,
the Premier, have had twenty-five
hundred dollars apiece besides, and
also I understand another twenty-five
hundred dollars each for their expen­
ses while on their trip to England last
year; and, of course, this is only the
beginning of the matter. Countless
thousands more will have to be paid
before the question is settled. It
looks as if this Labrador Boundary
is going to cost Newfoundland a quar
ter million dollars, and it is this mat­
ter that figures prominently in the
Speech from the Throne at a time
when our people are looking for a
livelihood. It is estimated that this
question has already cost us nearly
another quarter million dollars, so
that the territory, if we ever secure
it, will want to be really valuable if
it is to be worth anything like that
we will have paid to lawyers to argue
the case for us; and this last expen­
diture has been made at a time and
under conditions when everything
pointed to the need for retrenchment
and economy. And this is the Gov­
ernment that boasted before the ele­
ction that it was going to practise
economies and reduce the public ex­
penditure! Instead of doing so every
excuse has been seized upon to squan
der and throw away the public reven­
ue, until the expenditures of our day, 

which the present Government con­
demned as disgraceful, are now
shown to have been only trifling as
compared with the money being paid
out at present. We were all criticised
and accused of every crime and the
record of each family for seven gen­
erations was turned up by the Gov­
ernment press to vilify us. Now, how
ever, the House is opened, the Gov­
ernment are on trial before the Legis­
lature and the country, and we want
to know what is to be done. Hun­
dreds of people are going about starv­
ing and looking for work. What in
dustry amongst us is paying to-day?
Where is the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries? He has charge of the
fishery interests of this country, has
a big fish business of his own and
dominates the Government’s policy
in regard to fishery questions. Mr.
Cheeseman can’t sell a quintal of fish
without his permission now, nor can
Mr. Gosse. I could not sell a cargo
of fish last March without his per­
mission. I was in Montreal a year
ago and could have sold four thous­
and quintals to a firm there at a pro­
fit of a dollar or more a quintal. I
got in touch with people here and
practically closed for the cargo, but
then I was ordered to go down and
lay my cards cn the table for the
Fisheries Department, tell Mr. Coak­
er who the firm was, how much I
was getting for the fish, where I was
going to ship it, and who was going
to handle it after it reached its dest­
ination. I decided to do it and the
deal fell through. The country lost
the sale and our people are that much
poorer to-day. I asked the Minister
a question yesterday, a very awkward
question for him though it looks
quite simple to many when it was
read out. I asked him to table the
correspondence between his Depart­
ment and one of his agents, Mr. Hue,
whom he sent to Montreal last Fail
at the expense nf the Colony, as a
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Trade Commissioner. Mr. Hue went
to Montreal and alter getting about
with the fish people there, wired the
Department here saying he could sell
10,‘000 quintals of Labrador fish at
eight cents a poun-. He got a reply
saying “try for nine cents and if you
can get it the F.P.U., will fill the
order.” Mr. Hue tried in vain. Why,
because fish was on the down grade
and nothing came of it, but here is
the important part The Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, representing
the whole of Newfoundland, kept that.
information to himself and no other
fish trader in this Colony was inform­
ed that Mr. Hue could make this
sale at the figure in question. I have
asked for all the information regard­
ing that transaction to be tabled here,
and I noticed that when I did so it
made some people on the other side
very uncomfortable.

That is a sample of where we are
today. Our whole fish business, as Mr.
Cheeseman well knows, is dominated
by one man and that is Mr. Coaker;
the biggest fish merchant in Newfound
land cannot export a cod’s tail today
without permission of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, without going
down and making a sworn statement
to the Department, laying bare all
business transactions and revealing
his private affairs, and when he does
so he runs the risk that somebody else,
Mr. Coaker or some member of the Ad­
visory Board, will cut under him and
make the sale and take the businesi
away from him. I am making this
charge here and now that Mr. Coaker,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, and
one of the largest exporters, has held
back the fish of other merchants from
time to time and said “no, you shall
■not ship that fish, you must get a bet­
ter price,” and then in the meantime
Mr. Coaker has gone to work and
loaded vessels at Port Union and else­
where, and when he was ready, has
sent these vessels away to the mark­
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ets where these merchants were trad­
ing, and has sold his own fish in these
markets under the prices he refused
to allow the merchants to make sales
at. I ask the Minister of Justice it
this is a square deal. I ask the Min­
ister to take the case of one man in
his own district, Mr. Penney, who last
year loaded a cargo of fish in June for
Europe. Every fisherman knows what
it means to put young fish aboard a
.vessel in June and keep it there two
or three months. That cargo was held
back by the order of Mr! Coaker for
over three months and then it was al­
lowed to go forward. The fish is in
Europe yet unsold and unlikely to
sell, because when it reached its des
tination it was in bad condition and no
order could be got for? it. Mr. Penney
could have sold his fish but was re­
fused a permit because the price was
not high enough for Mr. Coaker, but
friends of Mr. Coaker on the Advisory
Board sold their fish to the same peo­
ple. In the name of common sense
and fair play, are wb as legislators
going to stand for this sort of thing
any longer? Personally I am not, and
I serve notice on the Prime Minister
now. as the Minister of Fisheries is
not here, that these Fishery Regula­
tions must come off. There is no long
er any justification for maintaining
them. It is publicly known that Mr.
Coaker sold six cargoes of fish in Por­
tugal recently while eight or ten ves­
sels belonging to merchants on Water
Street, and "bn the West Coast were in
the same nort waiting for their turn
to come. But Mr. Coaker went in and
undersold t’’em because he was Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries and
could do as he liked. Will Mr. Gosse
stand for a continuance of that? Will
Mr. Checseman? There is nobody else
across the floor I can put the ques­
tion to ns Mr. Archibald is not there.
The other members are merely ship­
ped men, not representatives of the
people of this country at all, I notice 
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that the Minister of Posts and Tele­
graphs smiles at me. He is a shipped
man himself. He is Secretary of the
F. P. U., and it is not decent for him
to hold liis present portfolio. He is
Secretary of that corporation and still
has the cheek to come in here and take
$5,000 a year from the taxpayers as a
salary. He and his like are case hard­
ened and devoid of common decency.
In his position he can know what
every business man in this country is
doing, can take advantage by reading
the telegrams that go through his of
fice of every competitor of his com­
pany in the country. Then take Mr.
Barnes, a very good man in his way
but not the man to represent our fish­
ermen. An educated man, but what is
the good of his education to our peo­
ple? He has never spoken here and
has never given evidence that be has
any interest whatever in the people or
their affairs or any concern except to
draw his salary and make the most ho
can out of the time he is in the House.
Then take Mr. Foote, representing one
of the largest fishing centres in the
country, backed by the most independ­
ent class of men we have in New­
foundland today. Mr. Foote is inde­
pendent as far as money is concerned,
but as far as his will and his actions
are concerned he is a misfit. Then
take Capt. Winsor. He is a paid ser­
vant of the F. P. U., runs a Union
Store for Mr. Coaker, and then comes
into this House, and isn’t it natural
that he must do as he is told. Then
take the others, schoolmasters, trades­
men, or others who were getting two
or three hundred dollars a year for
their own jobs and have had an in­
crease in the sessional pay to a thou
sand dollars, with the result that they
are better off . than ever they were be­
fore. Then take Mr. Cheeseman, a
young man with a good prospect be­
fore him, with an industrious inde­
pendent father who made his money at
the fishery, and I hope Ms son follows 

in his footsteps. Yet he has to go to
Mr. Coaker and tell him who he is go­
ing to sell Ms fish to. Mr. Coaker put
Mr. Cheeseman on the Advisory
Board and Mr. Cheeseman then went
back to Burin, remained there all
summer, and allowed Mr. Coaker to do
as he liked. Mr. Gosse’s case, I neea
hardly recount. He found himself last
fall with fish he could not sell, and he
went down to Mr. Coaker who arrang­
ed to take over Ms fish at eight dol­
lars a quintal while hundreds of men
in his own district could not sell a
cod’s tail, the men who put him in the
House of Assembly.

MR. GOSSE:—I will answer that.
I didn’t sell that fish to the Govern­
ment. I sold it to Barr. I knew no­
thing about the Government purchas­
ing fish at the time. It is not my
business to know whose money it is.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Thank
you. but I don’t think you realize.
where you are. Forty-eight hours ago
in this House information was tabled
showing that $500,000 was taken from
(he Treasury, part of the Surplus.
and given to the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to buy Labrador fish
with. They arranged for part of that
money to be given to Mr. Barr, part
to Mr. Sellars, and part to Mr. Job.
When Mr. Gosse came over to sell his
fish and asked the Minister of Fish­
eries to whom he would sell it, the
Minister sent him to Mr. Barr, who
bought his fish, and surely Mr.
Gosse is not going to argue here that
he did not know what money it was
that was taken to buy his fish.

MR. GOSSE:—I am not allowed to
know.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Well.
Mr. Gosse I am sorry for you. You
may think that you can get away
with that sort of explanation, but I
don’t think it will go down with the
House or with your constituents.
You appear on the record as having 
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be en paid for your fisb with this
money and it is a poor time to come
in now and contend that you did not
know whose money it was. The peo­
ple in Harbor Grace will find that as
hard to swallow as the poor relief
that is being doled out to them now
to keep body and soul together. Here
is a statement showing the amount
of food allowed by the Government
for relief of poor in the District of
Harbor Grace:—

For 1 person, 6 lbs. of flour, and
quarter-pint molasses.

For 2 persons, 11 lbs. of flour, and
half-pint molasses.

For 3 persons, 16 lbs. of flour,
three quarts molasses.
For 4 persons, 20 lbs. of flour, one

gallon molasses.
For 5 persons, 23 lbs. of flour, one

gallon and a quarter of molasses.
For 6 persons (just imagine 6 in

family) 26 lbs. of flour, I1,6 gallons
molasses.

For 7 in family, 29 lbs. of flour, 2
gallons molasses.

For 8 in family, 30 lbs. flour, 2
gallons molasses

For 10 in family, 34 lbs. of flour 2’4
gallons molasses. (They won’t make
much out of that).

For 11 in family, 36 lbs. of flour, 2
16. gallons molasses.

For 12 in family, 38 lbs of flour, 3
gallons molasses.

For 13 in family, (some large fam­
ilies in your District, Sir,) 40 lbs. of
flour and 3 gallons molasses.

For 14 in family, 41 lbs. flour and
3 and one-eight gallons molasses.

Now you sold your fish to Barr.
Some of these people have fish to
sefl and can’t sell it, and you admit
in this House, as a representative
for a District like Harbor Grace, a
Colleague of Hon. Dr. Barnes, that
you didn't know from what source
that money came that you got paid
for that fish. Now how many people
of the same intelligence as yourself 

will put it down to that. Who will
believe that story of yours? Didn’t
you know that Labrador fish was fall­
ing when you went to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries and asked if you
could dispose of your fish; and didn’t
he send you to Mr. Barr and Mr. Barr
took your fish and gave you an order
on the Marine and Fisheries Depart­
ment.

CAPT. GOSSE—No sir.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Who

did you get your cheque on?
CAPT. GOSSE:—Mr. Barr.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—No,

you would not take Mr. Barr’s cheque.
There are not a dozen people in New­
foundland today who would take his
cheque, but you knew you were get­
ting your pick from that half million
dollars handed out to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries.

CAPT. GOSSE:—My cheque was not
from the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries at all. My cheque was got from
Mr. Barr.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—But did
you notice if that cheque was counter­
signed by the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries? .

CAPT. GOSSE:—No, I did not.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Did you

notice if it was on the Bank of Mon
treal? No, you did not. Well, that
gives us an idea of what you know
about what is going on at the present
time. You can’t tell us this evening
what is going to happen the fishermen
of Conception Bay the coming sum­
mer. Is there any alteration today
from the scale of poor relief that I
have read here? You are just back
■from the District of Harbor Grace. Is
there anything after happening in Hr.
Grace? Are the men left Hr. Grace?
Have they gone to Bell Island? Don’t
you know work is stopped on Bell Is­
land? Tell us how many hundreds of
people are hungry today in the Dis
trict of Harbor Grace, hungry, living
from hand to mouth, bringing a few 
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pounds of flour in a pillow slip or a
clean bag and a pint or quarter of mo­
lasses in a kettle, and then, you as a
representative come over here and sit
down and prepare to vote for the Fish
Regulations that helped to put this
country in the condition that it is in
today. Do you call yourself a fisher­
man or a fisherman’s son? It is enough
to make the old fisherman turn in his
grave.

CAPT. GOSSE:—I am not the only
one who voted for the Fish Regula­
tions.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—No, you
are not, but we want to convert you.
All the rest of your colleagues voted
for them as well as yourself, and most
of them voted for the same reason,
because it paid you to do it. Their
sessional pay was increased, they got
departmental offices or salaries or
other pickings, and they would have
voted for anything else as well as the
Fish Regulations. Now, as a result,
you have made the country nearly
bankrupt. Here’s what you have got
to get back to. I take these figures
from the Auditor General’s Report:
Year Revenue
1913-14 ,............. 53,600,000
1914-15   3,950,000
1915-16 4,600,000
1916-17   5,200,000
1917-18   6,500,000
1918-19   9,500,000
1919-20  10,600,000

You came in last year and you ask­
ed for eleven millions. Now here’s
the expenditure:
Year Expenditure
1913-14 $3,920,000
1914.15 ................... 4,890,000
1915-16 4,111,000
1916-17  4,555,000
1917-18  5,370,000
1918-19  6,760,000
1919-20  9,247,'900

Last year you asked for eleven mil­
lions, you can’t get it. You are go­
ing to be three milron dollars short.,

I ask the Minister of Education wh’eh
year you are going to ask to get back
to. You must .go back, sure, unless
you have some other plan up your
sleeves, unless you are going to look
for Confederation or look for money
from the Old Country, You will have
to go back. You can’t get up now
with all the educat'cn you have and
prove to me you are going to get it.
I pick you as the right man to do it.
You are the Minister of Education in
Newfoundland todaj. I have asked
the best authorities in Newfoundland
today their opinion on this country as
it is at the present moment. No per.
son seems to be able to know. Per­
haps you can tell us which of those
years you are going to take. Are you
going back to 1914 r Can you go back?
If you go back to 1914 you go back
to a revenue of $3,600,000. You can’t
go back to that. Why? Because your
interest accouut is tv o millions and
a quarter. Are you going back to
1914-15? The revenue was $3,950,000.
Take 1915-16, $4,600,000. Can you go­
back to that? You have two and a
quarter to pay for interest on your
fifty million dollar debt. You can’t
go back now. What are going to do?
You can’t go back to 1917 with the
tariff as it is today. What are you
going to do? That’s what I wan': to
know. It is not in the Speech from
the Throne. Nothing in that, not a
word about anything only the Labra.
dor Boundary and two or three in­
significant things and a prayer at the
foot that God may guide us. Well, I
hope that God may guide us. That’s
the Speech from the Throne, as near
as I can get to it. Now I would like,
Mr. Speaker, to hear the Minister of
Education in this House. I haven’t
heard him yet. He is here now two
years and we haven’t heard him yet. !
He is one of the best educated men:
in the country and I am the worst,j
still you can't get a word out of him,1'

Now I want to get back again, Mr. \
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Speaker, to the figures I have already
quoted. I claim that we are on tha
down grade, that the total value, o£
our export o£ codfish as already stat­
ed to this House, was about twenty-
two millions in 1919-20. Now this
year it is about five or six millions.
There are still half a million quintals
here that you can’t sell. After leav­
ing the cod fishery, what is the posi­
tion as £ar as the herring fishery is
concerned? You know, Mr. Speaker,
probably more about fish than any­
body in this House or in this country
because you have had a lot o£ experi­
ence lately that some of us hadn’t.
You visited Norway, one o£ the prin­
cipal fishing centres in the world, and
you must, no doubt, have a lot of in­
formation, and I hope you will hand
it out to the House some day before
the session closes.

The following figures refer to our
herring fishery:

Total Average
Year No. Brls. Value Per Brl.

1913-14 ... 135,962 $ 469,546 $ 3.45
1914-15 ... 147,136 551,000 3.74
1915-16 ... 241,587 1,076,144 4.43
1916-17 ... 189,743 2,087,897 9.50
1918-19 ... 212,360 2,585,534 11.94
1919-20 ... 143,122 1,235,864 8.63

I would like to know how many
barrels of herring we had in Green
Bay last year. The Hon. Mr. Jen­
nings ought to be able to furnish that
information right off. We had no
fishery in Green Bay at all last year,
had we, Mr. Jennings?

MR. JENNINGS:—No.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN:—Well,

two years previous to that you had a
fishery there worth nearly a million
dollars. What happened it, Mr.
Speaker? That’s what I want to come
to. Our herring fishery last year did
not amount to any more than 40,000
barrels of herring and price amounts
to only about two or three dollars a
barrel. Now the herring fishery, that
we hear nothing at all about from the

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, was
one day in this country worth two
millions and a half dollars. Why is
it we never hear a word from the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
about herring? Why, because he is
not interested, he is not doing any
herring business, he is only interest­
ed in the cod fishery, that’s the rea­
son why. Today the herring fishery
is gone. The herring fisheries at
Bay of Islands, Bay St George, Bonne
Bay, Fortune Bay, Placentia Bay are
things of the past. Two years ago it
was worth two and a half million
dollars. Today we haven’t a cent in
that direction. Add that to the fifteen
or twenty millions you are short on
codfish. What does the Minister of
Justice know about herring ? What
about it in his District? There was
a herring industry there two years
ago, nearly sufficient to support that
Bay. Today it is gone. What is there
instead? Today in that Bay I believe
the people are starving with the her­
ring at their doors.

Now we come to the cod oil. These
are only small things. Cod oil today
is selling at ninety dollars, cod oil
that two years or even twelve months
ago sold at $359 per tun. Today it is
down to $90. It is down to seventy
cents a gallon. That is the nominal
figure in The Trade Review. Herring,
Scotch packed, that was exported
from Newfoundland to New York
and sold at thirty-two dollars a bar­
rel, cannot be sold today for seven
dollars a' barrel. Salmon that was
selling for thirty-five dollars per
tierce in 1919 cannot be sold today
for twenty dollars, can’t even get an
offer. Lobster that sold previous to
the war for thirty dollars a case to­
day fetch only four dollars per case.
How many men can go into the lob­
ster fisherv according to those prices,
how many go into the cod oil business'*
how many men go into the herring
fishery, how manv men have money 
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invested and going to invest it n
that source? Still up to now eighty
per cent, have been in the cod fishery,
for farming in Njwfoundland does
not amount to much, as you know.

Now we come along to the Seal
Fishery. Where are we on the seal
fishery. Last year we heard a Lot
of bawling about the seal fishery
and how Mr. Coaker kept the price
up to eight and ten dollars. To-day
the catch -will be in the vicinity of
100,000 seals. The position you are
in is that the seal oil of last year is
still here, the sealskins of last year
are still here. The merchants con-
not to-day pay any more than four
dollars, not even four dollars. There
is not a merchant ton Water Street
to-day who has a vessel bringing in
a load that will pay the bread box;
that’s the position as far as the seal
fishery is concerned. We have heard
a lot about the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries in connection with the
price for fish and the price for fat and
the price for herring was what he
made it. Two days ago we had a
great cry in his paper that follow­
ing on his return from abroad the
price of 'fat went up thirty-six cents.
It was quoted at ?4.36, and that he
would take the fat over to Harbor
Grace. Now here’s what happened
about that. The men weighed their
fat and took their share and it was
put on board of a Government boat
called the "Senef” or the “Daisy,”
costing this colony . two or three
(hundred dollars a day, and taken to
Harbor Grace free, and they call that
an increase of thirty-six cents a quin
tai—a boat that’s costing the taxpay­
ers sixty cents to .bring it.over there.
The seals then are increased in price,
I thank you! That is the statement.
I may be wrong. I hope I am, but
that’s the statement. The fat cannot
be put on board the ship, taken to
Harbor Grace and landed and the
ship brought back here at the price
coal is to-day, for thirty-six cents. AJ

flare-up in the paper when Mr. Coak­
er arrived said “thirty-six cents more
being paid for fat,” thirty-six cents
more paid by the taxpayers, by the
men who 'paid $500,000 for the Labra­
dor fish. The |sam,e thing applies,
and still we are standing for it. Now
I would like to know the reason why
the Minister is not here to-day. I
have quite a lot to say but I am not
going to say it until I get him here
in this House. I was accused here
the other day of saying things in his
absence that I would not say before
his face. Well what I want to say
to him in reference to one or two
matters may sound a little harsh and
I want to have that gentleman look­
ing at my face when I do say them.

Now, take the pulp and paper
business.- The pulp and paper busi­
ness, Mr. Speaker, is the only re­
demption that Newfoundland had for
the past four or five months. Only
,we happened to have that industry
going in Newfoundland employing
5,000 people last winter, what would
be the conditions in this country to­
day? Five thousand men must re
present at least six or seven or per­
haps eight thousand families, and
that number of families would have
to be fed on the same scale as the
people of Harbor Grace are being fed
to-day. God was good to us in that
direction.

Now about the mining industry. I
would like to know from the Prime
Minister and jtrom the Minister *of
Marine and Fisheries where are we
as far as mining in this country is
concerned to-day. What is the
agreement between the Government
of to-day and the Dominion Iron and
Steel and the Nova Scotia Steel Gam-
nanies. Have they made any ar
rrngement? It was publicly pronounc­
ed by the Minister of Marine and
F's’mries at a convention of his peo­
ple at Catalina, just after the elec
tion was over that the export on ore 
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in future from Newfoundland would
be nothing less than one dollar per
ton. Now we had a visit last spring
from the President of the D. I. S.
Co., and from the President of the
N. S. S. and C, Co., and one or two
directors of each company. Arrange­
ments, I understand, have been made
with the Government, an agreement
being entered into the terms of which
have not been made known to this
House yet. A question has been
asked about the same but we haven’t
received an answer as yet. Well
do you 'put on that dollar? Do you
put on half a dollar? We hear noth­
ing about it in the Speech from the
Throne. Why was not that import­
ant item placed in the Speech from
the Throne? You don’t want to tell
anything about it. Nothing about
the Railroad in the Speech from the
Throne. Oh, no! that will be fixeu
up after th)e House closes. Nothing
about the half million dollars taken
from the Treasury, in the Speech
from the Throne. Nothing about
mjoney taken for salt. In the olden
days all those things were put in the
Speech from the Throne. It was
handed down as a programme to the
House To-day we have no informa­
tion. We are only pulling it out of
the Government like you pull a tooth.
We asked for a public account to be
tabled ten days ago and we haven’t
got them yet. Why?

MR. FOX:—The Railway ’Scheme’—
It is desirable to give a subject a title
as nearly accurate as possible; and I
do not think that I can denominate
more fittingly this unsavoury transac­
tion of an unsavoury government than
to call it the Railway ‘Scheme.’, A
scheme it was in all truth, a scheme
put through without the knowledge
of the people, without their consent,
and by a half a dozen men who
arrogated to themselves the exercise
of rights that vest in the House of
Assembly only; and a scheme that
has resulted in adding two and a half 
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million dollars to the Colony’s expen­
ses—a loss of two and a half million
dollars because we will never get it
back.

Here is the story. A few days after
the House of Assembly closed last
year, that is on August Sth, as the
House closed the last week in July
the following minute was passed b)
the Executive Council:—

"Whereas the Reid Newfound­
land Company have intimated to
“the Government that they are un-
“able to continue the operation of
“the Reid Railway system through-
“out the country;

“And whereas it is in the public
“interests that the railway systetn
“should be operated and that rall-
“road facilities be' improved;

“The Deputy Colonial Secretary
“is authorized to forward to the
“Reid Newfoundland Company the
“following letter which has been
“drafted by His Majesty’s Attorney
“General, the Hon. W. R. Warren,
“K.C.. and approved by the Executive
“Council:

August 5th, 1920”
The letter referred to set out cer­

tain terms and conditions under
which a railway commission was to
be appointed consisting of three ap­
pointees of the Government and three
of the Reid Newfoundland Co. which
was to take over and operate the rail
way for one year ending June 30th,
1921. These conditions were subse
quently amended under Minute oi
Council dated August 13th and there­
after the position was as follows:—
(1) The commission was to operate

the railway and steamship service
from July 20th, 1920, to June 30th,
1921.

(2) The Government was to be re­
sponsible for all loss on the oper­
ation. .of the .railway (exceeding
-100,000 and the Reid Newfound­
land Co. responsible for any loss
in connection with the steamers.

(3) Renovation and construction work
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was to be done materials for
which were to be paid for by the
Government, but the cost of do­
ing the work to be borne by the
Reid Newfoundland Co.

(4) The Government was to provide
certain rolling ptock and build
certain terminals at St. John’s and
Port aux Basques, the cost of this
to be charged against the Reid
Newfoundland Co. at 6 per cent.
plus the cost of raising the money
and was to be set off against any
claim the company might have
against the Government under
existing contracts.

(5)-  The arrangement was to be with­
out prejudice to the rights of
either party under existing con­
tracts.

Many features of this railway
scheme call for notice, but in the time
at my disposal I may refer only to
those that call for special comment;
and the first thing that strikes me
about the whole transaction is its
absolute illegality. It is unconstitu­
tional in most respects, but it is
illegal in every respect. Here was a
railway contract which had been
solemnly entered into on behalf of
the people of Newfoundland with the
Reid Newfoundland Co. as contractors
thereunder, which contract had been
ratified by the House of Assembly
and an Act to that effect placed on
our Statute Book, virtually torn up
by a Government acting on executive
responsibility only. That contract
was to continue for 50 years from
1901 so that last year at the time of
its abrogation it had still 31 years to
run. It called for the operation Of
the entire railway system of the
country by the contractors—the Reid
Newfoundland Co.—who were given
certain concessions, had pertain
duties imposed upon them, and were
subjected to severe penalties if they
did not carry out their obligations
thereunder. The entire cost of opera­

tion was to be borne by the company
and the Government had nothing to do
except to see that the (Contractors
having their rights under the con­
tract protected, faithfully and proper­
ly discharged their obligations to the
people of Newfoundland. The ques­
tion of th'e railway policy of the Gov­
ernment created a lot of discussion at
last year’s session of the House of
Assembly. The s,erioiisness of |the
situation was pointed out to the Gov­
ernment; question after question was
asked them as to what they intended
to do. .They refused to say1 what
their intentions in the premises were,
but towards the end of the session
we had the unedifying spectacle of
the Prim<^ Minister of this Colony
coming down to the House and
launching a most bitter and abusive
personal attack on the Reid New
foundland Co. and in particular its
then President, Mr. H. D. Reid; and
then having done ■ that, having ex­
posed his own pitiable weakness of
public business giving the most
positive proof of his weakness in con­
trolling the Government of which he
boasted be was leader, by stating in
effect that he had been forced by his
Cabinet to bring down a bill authoriz­
ing the raising of a loan for railway
purposes.

That Act authorised the raising of
1,000,000 to be applied to the Im­
provement'' of the railway system of
the Colony The improvements as
contemplated were the building of
terminals, purchasing additional roll­
ing stock representing on or about
$650,000, and spending the balance of
$350,000 upon renovating the road
bed. It did not refer to or authorize
taking over the railway or railway
extension of any kind. There was
not the slightest reference made to
the intention of the Government to
assume control of tne railway, nor to
build branch lines. However, there
were grave suspicions abroad that 
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there was some scheme in contem­
plation and negotiations in progress
which the Government was desirous
ot keeping from the knowledge of the
people until the House of Assembly
closed, and these suspicions are now
verified, because we find that a few
days after the House closed last year
this Minute of Council to which I
have referred was passed under
which the control and management
not alone of the entire railway sys­
tem but of the subsidiary steamer ser­
vice as well was assumed by the Gov­
ernment, and thereby the taxpayers
of this country were saddled with an
expenditure that will by the 30th of
June next total two and a half mil­
lion dollars, according to the Gov­
ernment’s own estimates. A railway
commission was then appointed and
as was to be expected Mr. W. F.
Coaker immediately assumed charge
of it. Without any legal warrant for
its existence that commission pro­
ceeded at once and took over the
running of the entire railway and
steamship service of the country, un­
dertook the building of branch lines
and the appropriation of private
lands for railway purposes and in­
curred expenditures running into
some millions of dollars and charge-'
able to this Colony—and all without
even the shadow of authorisation
from the Legislature of the country.
How the Government is going to re­
concile this infamous act of theirs I
fail to see. If . the condition of the
railway was such that it required im­
mediate attention, the seriousness of
the situation could not have become
so suddenly apparent that the situa­
tion could not have been handled
while the House was in session last
year, and if was as urgent as the Gov­
ernment would wish to make out, in
view of its paramount importance, the
involved nature of the interests con­
cerned, the fact that it would prob­
ably entail tremendous cost to this

Colony, why did not the Government
call a special session of the House to
deal with the matter? Why did they
deliberately keep the whole thing
secret and shroud it in such mystery
while the House was in session? Why
did they not lay the plans before the
public when the public had the op­
portunity of passing upon them
through the voice of their represent­
atives? Why was nothing done until
the House was closed and the voice
of the people silenced for the time
being? Why did the Executive Coun­
cil take upon themselves the powers
that vested only in the Legislature?
Does it not all prove that not alone
was the Government avoiding taking
the people, into its confidence; not
alone was it desirous of having the
whole thing done quietly and secretly
and behind the doors of a Council
Chamber when the whole business
should have been transacted on the
floors of the House of Assembly, but
that it was fearful that the natural
indignation with which such a pro­
ject would be viewed by the public of
this Colony would result in upsetting
such nicely laid plans and prevent
such nefarious purposes from being
carried into effect. From the con.
stitutional viewpoint nothing ever
happened in the history of this coun­
try more calculated to destroy the
very fabric of our constitution. From
the public viewpoint no greater act
of treachery was ever perpetrated
against the interests of the people.
From the moral viewpoint no more
unconscientious transaction was ever
put through; and from the legal view­
point no more unwarranted and un­
justifiable step was ever taken by
men who were sworn to protect the
laws of the country. All losses over
5100,000 were to be borne by the Gov.
ernment. Did not these executive
councillors know what that would en­
tail on the people of Newfoundland;
weren’t they acquainted with the ex­
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perience of other countries where
public utilities such as railways have
been taken under Government con-
troL Did they not know of the tre­
mendous losses that always resulted
under Government management of
that kind; and if they did not know
why did not they inform themselves
on the subject? The result of Gov­
ernment ownership or management of
public services of the kind in ques­
tion is apparent on both sides of
the Atlantic and points to this fact
that under it not alone is it impos­
sible to operate at a profit, but it is
impossible to save loss. Canada and
the States lost millions while their
government’s were in control of their
railway systems; and if through stu­
pidity or ignorance the ministers here
who put through this railway deal
were unacquainted with these facts
they had the report of the Reid New­
foundland Co. itself on the previous
year’s operations which was to the
effect that that company dropped
$500,000 in operating the railway. If
that private corporation, whose very
existence depended upon the profits
it derived from its enterprise, lost a
half million dollars, it was almost
certain that if the Government took
charge the amount it would lose
would be fabulous and away in ex­
cess of that sum.

It must also be remembered that
when that deficit was incurred by the
Reid Nfld. Co. freights were at a pre­
mium, the railway was incapable of
carrying all the traffic that offered,
there was not sufficient rolling stock
to meet the demands of the trade,—
in other words under the best of
conditions the Company Jost half a
million dollars in operation. And
then we had a Government taking
over that railway at a time when de­
pression was beginning to be felt
everywhere, when freights were drop­
ping, when there was hardly enough
traffic going over the road to warrant 

its being open, and agreeing to be
responsible for all expenses over
$100,000—in the face of the Com­
pany's own experience and the know­
ledge that bad times were comingi
When even taking it for granted that
there would be no greater deficit than
the year previous, the Government
was bound to lose $400,000. Did not
the magnitude of that sum have any
effect upon the minds of the Govern­
ment? Was not that sufficient to
deter them from tampering with the
matter at all except upon a mandate
from the people? But instead of its
costing the country “only” $400,000,
the actual cost at the end of June next
wil] be two and a half million dollars
—on the Government’s own estimate.
And to think that colossal expendi­
ture was undertaken without taking
the people into the fullest confidence
—without informing them as to the
actual situation-—without letting them
know what was going on—without
consulting them in any way with all
the facts before them—without giving
them a chance through the House of
Assembly of voicing an opinion of the
matter! The whole thing rushed
through on Executive Responsibility
behind the backs of the people! And
why was the name of the Minister of
Justice so carefully inserted in that
Minute of Council of August 5th? He
was two days out on his way to Eng­
land when that Minute was passed.
Even supposing he did draft the let­
ter referred to in the Minute—and
there is no doubt that he did—it was
most unusual to have that fact ad­
vertised on the face of the Minute
unless there was some special reason
for it. Is it not evident that some
of his tried and trusted colleagues
wanted to take care that he had no
loop-hole through which to escape the
responsibility that was bound to at­
tach everyone who had anything to
do with the disgraceful transaction 
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and worn determined to see that he
as well as they would bear his share
of the onus and opprobrium that
would be the portion of all those im­
plicated in the matter?

If there was anything necessary to
finish this country altogether, to kill
its hopes present and to come, to ruin
its credit at home and abroad, and to
keep its peopje from ever rising from
the despair and despondency in
which they are now plunged, it was
this Railway “Scheme” put through
by the Squires-Coaker Government.
Illegal is a word hardly strong enough
to apply to it! Unconstitutional is
altogether too mild! Viciously dis­
honest and disgraceful may more fit­
tingly describe it. It was a combin­
ation of all four, and the most abom­
inably outrageous transaction that a
Government here or elsewhere could
be guilty of. It is sufficient not a]one
to forever kill the men who put it
through, in the estimation of the
people, but enough to warrant the
people rising up and hurling from
power the men responsible for it and
stripping from them all vestiges ot
the authority they have so abused.

And how has all this come about,
and what is the inference to be
drawn from it? It is the result of
the violation of the fundamental prin­
ciple of constitutional Government
which requires that the body politic
to function properly should be free
and unfettered; which co-ordinates
unity cf action with independence of
thought; which requires that the re­
presentatives of the peopje should be
at liberty to freely express their own
decisions—and not decisions ready­
made for them; whch taboos con­
trol and gives the greatest liberty
to individual initiative and effort; and
finally which imposes on every man
who takes a seat in Parliament the
solemn obligation to-serve the whole
peop e and not one particular class
or section. In a word it is the result

of Coaker Control and corruption
Control—because Mr. Coaker, Presi­
dent of the Fishermen’s Protective
Union, head of all its subsidiary Com­
panies,. Member of His Majesty’s Ex­
ecutive Counci], Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, Chairman of the Ad­
visory Board controlling Newfound­
lands staple industry, Chairman of
the Commission operating Newfound­
land’s Railway and Steamship Serf
vices, Autocrat-in-Chief of all New
foundland with ten members of the
F, P U. behind him in the House of
Assembly, holds Mr. Squires and his
followers in the hollow of his hand
and with the power to make or break
the Government sways its policy and
shapes the destinies of this country
to suit the purposes of the vast cor­
poration that sent him and his follow­
ers to the House under pledges to do
as their Union te]ls them to do, and
to serve not the people of Newfound­
land as a whole, but the corporation
that owns them, first last and always.
And it means corruption, becausq
whenever the will of the many is sub­
jugated to the will of the few, when-;
ever the interests of the whole are
sacrificed to the interests of a class
or section, whenever general rights
are made subservient to sectional
rights, and whenever, influence is
strong enough to place the resources
of a country ht the mercy of a faction
powerful enough to exert it and un­
scrupulous enough to wield it to the
furtherance of its own purposes but
to the prejudice of the country as a
whole, there we have corruption. And
is not that the story of the Coaker
domination of this Government from
the beginning, and wi]l not that be
the story to the end. But what about
the members of the F. P. U. as a
whole?

Do they not recognize that every
advantage they gain at the sacrifice
of the interests of the general public 
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of this Colony is but temporary and
must ultimately result in their own
disadvantage? Do not they recog­
nise that they cannot benefit at the
expense of the people of Newfound­
land, without they themselves suffer­
ing eventually? Do they not recog­
nise that any Government controlled
in their interests is bound to work
disastrously for the country of which
they are only a part, and that there­
fore if the country suffers they must
suffer likewise? Do they not see that
every time their political leaders are
faithless in their allegiance to the
country they are faithless in their
obligations to them as citizens of that
country—even though their action
was prompted by the dictates of the
organisation of which they are mem­
bers? Are they blind to all this, and
if so when will the scales fall from
their eyes? In connection with this
review of the present political situa­
tion I am reminded of the saying of a
well-known philosopher—I think it
is Humbolt—to the effect “That the
greatest happiness on earth is to be
born an imbecile, because an im­
becile never understands the truth."
I do not wish to impute mental in­
capacity to the members of the F.P.U.
or to any of my honorable friends
opposite, nor do I wish to cast any
reflections upon them personally or
otherwise, but in view of the present
condition of political affairs, I would
like to transpose that quotation and
alter it to read thus: “The greatest
political happiness in Newfoundland
today is to be born an F. P. U. man,
because an F. P. U. man never under­
stands the truth.” I see my honor­
able friend the Prime Minister evince
a sudden interest in the reporters’
box. I shall therefore expect tomor­
row to see glaring headlines in his
and the Government’s other paper to
the effect that I insulted the members
of the F. P. U. Well it is not my in­
tention to insult that organisation in­

dividually or collectvely, nor have I
done so. To avoid all doubt I shall
repeat my words so that the Prime
Minister may take a verbatim re­
port: “In connection with this review
of the present political situation I am
reminded of the saying of a well-
known philosopher—I think It is
Humbolt—to the effect: “That the
greatest happiness on earth is to be
born an imbecile, because an imbecile
never understands the truth.” I do
not wish to impute mental incapacity
to the members of the F. P. U. or to
any of my honorable friends opposite,
nor do I wish to cast any reflections
upon them personally or otherwise,
but in view of the present conditions
of political affairs, I would like to
transpose that quotation and alter it
to read thus: “The greatest political
happiness in Newfoundland today is
to be born an F. P. U. man, because
an F. P. U. man never politically un­
derstands the truth.” I trust Mr.
Squires has taken that down cor­
rectly.

But is there nothing else .to be
gleaned from the story I have attempt­
ed to tell? Yes, the pitiable weakness
and incapacity of the nominal Lead­
er of the Government, Hon. R. A.
Squires, who allowed all these acts
of public outrage to be/ committed
and such an indelible stain to attacl
to the record of an administration
he boastfully pointed to as his own.
If he was not strong enough to control
Mr. Coaker, and it is evident that
he was not, why did he not seek as­
sistance outside the ranks of his (?)
Government? If necessary why did
he not appeal to the people when the
necessity of keeping -his more power
ful ally in check arose? He did not
do it because he had too many self in­
terests to serve. He had ability but.
Im has sacrificed it. He had talents
but he has prostituted them to serve
nefarious purposes. He had friends.
but he has lost them. He had an ) 
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opportunity, a glorious opportunity
that any man of youth and vigoi
would have gladly seized, but he has
let it slip by. And to-day he stands
before the public with his promises
broken, his pledges unkept, his pres­
tige gone, and the interests of the
people he was sworn to protect sac­
rificed to satisfy the insatiable lust
for power of the men who gave him
the Crown and took away the Sceptre.
S'c. gloria transit mundi.”

On motion the debate on the Address
in Reply was adjourned until to-mor­
row.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that when
the House rises it adjourn until Mon­
day, the 18th inst., at three of the
clock in the afternoon.

Tim House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, May 2nd, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

Hon the Prime Minister tabled Re.
port of Department of Agriculture &
Minos for Year ending December 31st,
1920.

Mr. Moore gave notice of question.
Mr. Walsh gave notice of question.
Mr. MacDonnell gave notice of

question.
Mr. Sinnott gave notice of ques­

tion.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of

question.
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister,' the Bill entitled “An Act to'
amend the Profiteering Act, 1920,”
was introduced and read a first time
and it was ordered that it be read a
second time on tomorrow.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave not­
ice that he would on tomorrow move
that supply be granted to His Ma­
jesty.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave not­
ice that he would on Thursday move
the House into Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

HON. PRIME MINISTER: — The
following is a reply to question of
Mr. Higgins, No. 11, on Order Paper
of May 2nd, 1921.
(1) The Government has not yet re­

ceived any amount of Prize Money
due Newfoundland Reservists.

(2) There is no correspondence con­
cerning the non receipt of Prize
Money. The Government will re-
ceive such payment in due course,
but it is not known how soon the
Admiralty will make remittance.

HON.THE PRIME MINISTER.—The
following is a reply to question of
Sir J. C. Crosbie, No. 7, on Order
Paper May 2nd, 1921:
Statement of payments made by the

Treasury Department in respect of
s.s. “Watchful.”

Cost £15,000 @ 5422.60....$63,390.00
Cost of cable transfer......... 2.85

$63,392.85
No payments were made by the

Treasury Department in respect of
the steamers “Senef,” “Daisy” and
“Malakoff!”

MR. SULLIVAN:—I wish to call
the attention of the Chairman of the
Railway Commission to the fact that
the answers handed me today in re­
ply to the questions asked by me on
April 26th, are most unsatisfactory.
It shows the very lax way in which
this Railway Commission is carried
out. One of them says that we have
been unable to get the figures cover­
ing the periods referred to in the
question asked on April the 26th. Now
that is ridiculous. There is no rea.
son whatever for handing in answers
such as those. Surely the books are
fixed up every month and then the ac­
counts should be complete. In an­
swer to numbers six and seven they
say the mutter is under considera­
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tion. Now this information is not
good enough for this House, and I
intend to keep after it till I get the
proper information.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—I would
like to draw the attention of the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries to the
fact that one of the answers to my
question is all together unsatisfactory.
The answer is to my question of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries of
date April the 19th, numbered fifteen.
I asked the particulars of the fish car­
go of the President Coaker namely,
7.500 quintals: I asked for the char­
ter party, the amount paid per quin­
tal, the freight paid President Coaltei
for bringing the cargo across. I also
asked who was in charge of the load­
ing of the vessel on behalf of the Gov­
ernment, to whom it was consigned,
where it is at the present time, wheth­
er sold or unsold, the price paid the
fishermen for it and the amount paid
for it by Joseph Sellars. If the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries does not
very soon give us this information I
shall have to resort to other steps to
get the desired information.

This cargo of 7,500 quintals was
owned by the taxpayers of this coun­
try and they paid nine dolars per quin­
tal for it totalling, something like
$67,500. We want to know if five
dollars per quintal were paid the ow­
ners of the President Coaker for
freighting the cargo across which
is double the current price to-day.
Well now if the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries does not table this in
formation by tomorrow I will take
other steps to have it so tabled. It is
public property and the people’s mo­
ney from the public treasury paid
for it and you know all about the
Minute of Council and it was handed
you by the Auditor General merely
for the purpose of buying the Labra­
dor fish here in St. John’s. I asked
whether the fish taken by the Presi­
dent Coaker was purchased at Port.
Union, whether it was re-loaded and 

if so whether a different price paid
for it, how much paid the fishermen
of the country and how much was
paid for it when it was sold to Sel­
lars. We have to get this informa­
tion. To prove that you are trying to
wink this out of sight you have tab­
led the account sales so to speak of
the Jane Wakeley. Here you give
day and date and from whom it was
purchased and you go on to say,
(reads). Apparently everything is
very satisfactory with regard to the
Jane Wakeley but when we turn over
to President Coaker there is no date
given whatever, (reads). Then we
are told that ii was sold to Sellars at
eight and one half dollars and Sel­
lars received this price from the 500,-
000 and he paid it back to the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries. I take
it that it was first sold to the F. P. U.
then sold back to J. Sellars at ?8.50
and we want all this information
We want to know the amount of the
cheque paid by Sellars to the F.P.U.
or some other company. I asked
you what steps were taken by you
to pay for this fish which is drifting
around the Mediterranean, who was
in charge of it and you were not
prepared to tell us. I hereby serve
notice on the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries that if he does not give
full narticularsof this matter I am

going to move this House to appoint
.a commission to acquire the desired
information.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MAR­
INE & FISHERIES—In reply to the
leader of the Opposition I suppose he
does not want to be unfair and un­
reasonable. All th" desired informa­
tion has already been tabled. If you
will look up the information you will
find that you have already got all
the necessary particulars.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—I asked
for the name of the owners of the
President Coaker and to whom the
cheque was paid and how much that
was.



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 241

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
& FISHERIES—I have given all the
information I have in my possession
The cheque is not in the possession
of the government. As you know
the charter party was attached to
the Bill of sale. You have no justi
fication for saying that five dollars
therefore were paid for freight. The
other evening when we were discus­
sing this matter you said that half of

the freight was paid in advance and
now you come in and say a different
story.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MAR­
INE AND FISHERIES?—No, I said
that half of the freight was paid
when the vessel sailed and the other
half when the vessel arrived on t he
other side. When the cargo arriv­
ed over there it was not sold but put
in cold storage and is unsold at pre­
sent. No demurrage was paid to the
President Coaker. All this informa­
tion was given you and the dates can
he got if you so wish. The fish was
not taken out of the store. I bought
a cargo and lost twenty five thous
and dollars on it and I did not put it
into the government so as not to lose
on it. That shows now what a gov­
ernment bite I was. The cargo of
the President Coaker consisted of
choice fish. The fish was first cul­
led and we charged it to our account
The fish was sold to Sellars at ?8.50.
This covered the cost of labour. I
am not quibbling when I say this. I
do not think you consider how you
are annoying the House by asking
for further information when the
questions you have asked have been
fully answered in every particular.
With regard to Mr. Sullivan’s ques­
tion I have to say that I handed the
question to Mr. Hall and that is his
reply. I told him the fullest infor­
mation possible and he told me that
it is very difficult .to get a railway
account finalized. The account is fi­
nalized up to January but no further 

because the accounts are scattered
all over various countries.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS­
TER.—With reference to Mr. Sulli­
van’s question number fourteen on
order paper of April 2Gth, I have to
say that the government is ready to
proceed at once with the arbitrations
but the delay is due to the fact that
some of the land or owners have not
appointed their arbitrators. I also
beg to lay upon the table of the
House the answer to question num­
ber five of April the 13th.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—I will
give the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries another chance to answer this
question relative t<^ the President
Coaker. It is not good enough for
this country to have him get up here
and say I am tormenting and worry­
ing him. You have brought the wor­
ry on yourself. It is not my business
If you take five hundred thousand
dollars and squander it on buying
fish mostly from your own support­
ers. I want a statement with regard
ro that live hundred thousand dol­
lars and I am going to get it.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MAR­
INE AND FISHERIES—You have
got it.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—Only
with regard to part of it. Where is
the rest?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
AND FISHERIES.—It has not been
spent. It is to the credit of the De­
partment in the bank of Nova Sco­
tia.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—If that
is the case why should the Prime
Minister be running around trying to
raise a loan of nine hundred and fifty
thousand dollars from the Royal
Bank of Canada and why should we
have men all over the Island, all
fishermen perishing because they
cannot sell their fish? No you want
to spend it on the side yourself be­
cause you have strings to pull down
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North. Do you know there are hun­
dreds of < poor men around this city
begging for bread? Then you get up
and say I ought not to worry you.
Well I am going to worry you. I am
going to keep after that money. Did
you to start with put the whole sum in
the bank of Nova Scotia and was it
left there at your disposal.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
& FISHERIES.—It might have been
transferred.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—If you
had a minute of council authorising
you to have it in one bank you could
not transfer it to another. Cannot
you utilise that sum in buying the
fish of the poor starving men around
here to-day. De you know that good
fish is being sacrificed down in the
harbour to day at two dollars per
quintal. Here it is the first of May
and there is no sign of the fisher­
men getting supplies for the fishery.
Last year the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries said it was not time to op­
en the House of Assembly as a great
quantity of fish down in the harbor
had to be disposed of immediately.
Then he got clear of all his own fish
but prevented all others in the fish
business from selling theirs. Are you
big enough to get up here and ex­
plain yourself and I ask the Prime
Minister to get up and explain him­
self. We are here now five weeks
firing hot shot at the government
and after ordering you all to sit.still
in your seats the Prime Minister gets
up to reply to our argument and he
uses the same speech he pulled off at
Long Pond during the Harbor Main
election and here we are nearing the
first of June with our country bank­
rupt the people starving and no pol­
icy coming from the Government.
What are you going to do? You have
no life buoy on board your ship. The
Prime Minister got up here and styl-

' ed the manager of the Royal Bank
here a Shylock. I’m in a position to
state that he is no Shylock and whe..

I was looking for a loan the greatest
assistance was given me by the Roy­
al Bank of Canada and no men work­
ed harder in connection therewith
than Sir Vincent Meredith and Mr,
Neil of the Royal Bank of Canada.
No wonder why you did not succeed
in raising a loan from the Royal
Bank. Why the school children are
alarmed at your conduct. Just think
of it you have gone so far as to get
up here and say I should not be tor­
menting you. That we should not
annoy you about the President Coak­
er. No I am in a position to say that
the President Coaker is not owned by
you but it is charted from one Colli-
shaw and the money you have been
using in paying for the charter of
that vesseland for the fish she car­
ried the money which was only in­

tended to be used for the purpose of
buying fish here in St. John’s to re­
lieve the situation. I guess the mo­
ney you used in buying the fish from
the F. P. U. men got you out of queer
street. You have turned your back
on the Western fishermen. No won­
der why you sigh. There are hun­
dreds of fishermen offering their fish
at two dollars per quintal and then
even they cannot get that for it many
of them with only one barrel of flour
in their homes. The position of the
country is the worst in the history
of the country. The department of
which you are the responsible head
you have prostituted for the past
eighteen months. You cannot expect
the people of the country to have con
fidence in you after such conduct.
You know about the story of Mr.
Penny on the West Coast. You ruin­
ed him. You sold your own fish, but
what happened his. You used your
position as head of the largest indus­
trial department in the country to do
that dirty trick. You as a minister
of the Crown have prostituted that
Ministry and then you get up here
and express surprise why we should
be bothering you. It is enough to
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make a man lose his temper. What
are you doing about the fish that you
purchased and left ytawn in the
stores in this city? Of course your
friends are making a good thing out
of it in storage and you are not troub­
ling yourself any more about it Is
it not my duty to torment you with
questions under all these circum­
stances? Did you not turn the
searchlight on every act of the Mor­
ris government when I occupied a
seat on that side of the House? I
have in my desk a speech which you
made at a Union conference denounc­
ing Sir Edward Morris and I will
read it for you within the next for­
ty-eight hours. Now this is May 2nd
and you have been in power eighteen
months. You are discredited in the
eyes of the people; you have been
weighed in the balance and found
wanting. You have made no pro­
nouncement as to what your policy is
going to be. The Prime Minister has
made no pronouncement nor has
anybody else on that side of the
House. They are all dummies and
not by the affliction of God, but by
your affliction; they are afraid to op­
en their mouths. There is $150,000
now down in the bank to the credit
of your department, money that be­
longs to the colony and I have no
hesitation in saying that the Prime
Minister did not know anything about
it because if he did he would not
have been running about from one
bank to another trying to get a loan
for the City last week. If he has this
big surplus of $200,000 which the
Auditor General mentions in his re­
port as being still misspent, why
didn’t he go down tot he Bank of
Montreal and get the montey? He
knew Very well that he could not do
it, Sir, that is the reason. The money
was not there and it was because of
the bungling of the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries that it was not
there. He took over the Railway 

and all the responsibilities that went
with it in the absence of the Prime
Minister and the Minister of Justice
and now he wants to run away from
the trouble that he has created and
leave some one else to take it, but
an enraged people have their eyes on
you Sir, and you will not get off as
easily as you imagine. This country
was never in such a condition as it
is to-day. We have heard it likened
to the Bank Crash, but that was no
thing as compared with what we
have to face now. The revenue at
that time did not exceed $,200,000 and
the expenditure was about the same
but you have added two and a half
million dollars to your estimates in
the past year and your supplimental
supply will amount to another three
quarters of a million, and still you
go on calling yourselves a govern­
ment. The Auditor General is simp­
ly holding enough to pay the inter­
est on what the country owes and
then, forsooth, we are asked not to
torment you with questions. Now,
get busy on thati $150,000 jand if
you can’t find men to buy fish from,
I’ll send you enough before six o’­
clock to-morrow evening to use up
every cent of it. There are men right
along Ferryland district who have
been unable to sell their fish and the
whole shore is destitute as a result.
You know how it is to-day from Cape
Race to St. John’s which includes
some six or seven thousand people.
The big firm of Goodridge is gone
and those who were able to get their
supplies there in the spring to earn'
on the summer’s fishery are no long­
er able to do so and the same condi­
tions exist thruout Placentia and St.
Mary’s Bays and still on to Fortune
Bay, the district, of the Minister of
Justice. The cry of destitution is
heard on every hand and the reliev­
ing officer is at large, then I am told
I should not torment the Minister of
Fisheries with questions. Your tor- 
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inent has not yet begun. You have
been weighed and found wanting and
now you must take the consequences.
I shall have more to say to you on
another occasion.

NOTICE OF MOTION.
First reading of Bill, “An Act to

amend the Profiteering Act.”
NOTICE OF QUESTION.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries i>
any reports have been received from
the codfish inspectors who for months
past have been working under au­
thority of his department in this port
and elsewhere around the coast in­
specting fish for export, which de
scribe the condition of the fish and
the results of the so-called policy of
standardization, and if so, to lay on
the table of the House, copy of same,
and if not whether any instructions
were issued to these officials to make
such reports, and if not why not, and
if such instructions were issued, to
lay on the table of the House a copy
of the same, and to say why they
were not acted upon?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I beg to table the informa­
tion.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of the
Railway Commission, how many men
could have been employed in the Reid
machine shops the past winter in the
construction of six locomotives im­
ported from Philadelphia if the con­
struction had been undertaken here,
and what amount of money would
have been paid them; and to lay on
the table of the House a statement in
detail of the reasons why the policy
of building the locomotives here was
not undertaken.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—In reply to that I might say
that I have no information.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—If the
Hon. Minister will permit me, I
might, say that a report covering that 

question was tabled in the House
some days .ago over the signature of
the Government Engineer.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if,
in the event of the passing of the
Act now before the House for the Re­
peal of the Fish Regulations, the
agreement between George Hawes
and certain fish exporters in this
Colony made on the 2nd of October,
1919, will continue to receive en­
dorsement or approval of facilities for
the carrying it out from the Govern­
ment of this Colony, and if exporters,
not parties to that agreement can be
assured that this will not operate to
their prejudice hereafter?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I beg to table the informa­
tion.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Prime
Minister in the absence of. Hon. the
Minister of Finance and Customs, if
it is intended to undertake this year
a revision of the tariff, if the said re­
vision is to be in the interests of the
manufacturers only, and if the Gov­
ernment will undertake to provide
that the representations of the work
ing classes generally may be record­
ed as well as those of the manufac­
turers.

HjON. (PRIME MINISTER—In re.-
ply to that question Mr. Speaker, I
might say that it is not the intention
of the government to have any gener­
al revision of the tariff this year
The manufacturers have asked for
protection flor |home industries by
means of a protective tariff and the
matter is before the Government now,
but no decision has been arrived at.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission, to lay on the table of
the House a copy of a report made by
Mr. J. A. Powell, General Superin­
tendent, to the Commission at its
meeting on September 10th, 1920,
dealing with the ballasting of the 
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track, snow fencing, and general re­
pairs to bridges, trestles, and cul­
verts.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I beg to table the informa­
tion.

SIR M. P. CaSHIN asked the Hon.
Prime Minister what further steps, if
any, the Government proposes to take
with a view to assisting the fisher­
men of the country in obtaining sup­
plies to enable them to prosecute
that industry during the coming sun.
mer, and if, in the event of any ac­
tion being taken, it is intended that
the fishermen generally shall bene­
fit by any such arrangement that is
made, or will such be confined, as in
the matter of purchasing Labrador
fish last fall, to members of the F.
P. U. and members of the House of
Assembly like the Hon. member for
Harbor Grace, Mr. Gosse.
; HON. PRIME MINISTER—Tihe
matter is under the daily considera­
tion of the Government and I can as­
sure the Hon. Gentleman that there
will be no discrimination in anything
that might be done. The $150,000 to
which the Hon. member has referred
was placed to the credit of the Treas­
ury in December last when the pur­
chase of fish was stopped.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Who am I to
believe now? The Minister of Fish­
eries said that it had been placed to
the credit of his department.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The bal­
ance is under control of the Auditor
General and is in the Bank of Mon­
treal.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Is it or is it
not under the control of the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries?

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries as
Chairman of the Railway Commis­
sion:— ................................... .

(a) When the terminal at Argen-
tia is expected to be ready for
operation?

(b) Is it the intention of the

Commission to take the Portia
off the present route and make
Argentia the terminal for sale
steamer?......................................

(c) If such is the intention of the
Railway Commission, what ar­
rangements are being made for
Trepassey, St. Mary’s and the
Coast into Placentia?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—It is un­
der the auspices of the Minister of

, Marine and Fisheries.
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—That’s split­

ting hairs.
HON. PRIME MINISTER.—That is

English.
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—If the Minis­

ter of Marine and Fisheries signed a
cheque for the amount, would it be
honored" Why does not the Prime
Minister see to it that it is not pos­
sible for him to do that if he thinks
lit.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Because
as Prime Minister I have confidence
in my Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies and I know that he would not be
guilty of a dishonest act.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Other people
have different ideas on the matter.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE asked the Hon.
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Minister of Finance and Customs to
lay on the table of the House the am­
ounts paid from the Treasury for S.
S. Watchful, S.S. Senef, S.S. Daisy and
S.S. Malakoff and amount of exchange
paid on purchase of the said steamers.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I beg to
table the information.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE asked the Min­
ister of Shipping to lay on the table of
the House the day book, journal and
ledger of the S.S. Watchful, S.S. Se-
bastapol, S.S. Daisy, S.S. Senef and S.
S. Malakoff and that all entries be
made up to the 25th April, and if not
entered up to that date, why it has not
been done?

HON. MINISTER OF SHIPPING.-
The Auditor General is now working 
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on that and it shall be tabled as soon
as ready.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, what steps are be-,
ing taken to promote the building ot
hotels through the country to which
end the Commission turned its atten­
tion in September last as according
to an official report of a meeting of
the Commission held on September
the 10th, 1920.

MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISH­
ERIES.—I beg to table the informa­
tion.

' MR. SULLIVAN asked Hon the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, to in-*
form this House what price the Gov-s
ernment intends to charge the fisher­
men for the government salt now on
the way here and the price at which
the government salt now in stock in
Newfoundland will be sold at?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table that in­
formation.

MR. HIGGINS asked Hon. the Prime
Minister:
(1) If the Government has yet receiv­

ed any amount of Prize Money due
Newfoundland Reservists?

(2) If nothing has been received is
there any correspondence to be
tabled on the subject, or does the
Government anticipate receiving
any such payment and if so when?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—The
Government has not yet received any
money due Newfoundland Reservists.
The answer to the second part is that
there is no such correspondence. The
Government docs not anticipate re­
ceiving such payment as soon as the
Admlrality, which cannot be expedit­
ed in its work by 'the Newfoundland
Government, is ready to forward It.

Third reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act respecting the encouragement of
Sheep Farming.”

• Third reading of Bill entitled, “An

Act to amend the Crown Lands Act,
1918.”

Third reading of Bill entitled, "An
Act to amend the law relating to Lot­
teries.”

Third reading of Bill entitled, "An
Act respecting the Board of Pension
Commissioners.”

Committee of the Whole on Bill en­
titled, “An Act respecting the High
Commissioner for Newfoundland in
the United Kingdom.”

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is Sir Edgar
Bowring resigning?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I have
received nothing directly from Sir Ed­
gar but His Excellency the Governor
has received a communication from
him intimating his intention to resign
on June 30th. On receipt of this in­
formation I cabled Sir Edgar asking
him to reconsider his decision but up
to the present I have received no re­
ply.

Second reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act for the Protection of Neglected
and Delinquent Children. ’

On motion of the Hon. Minister of
Justice this Bill was referred to a
Select Committee.

Second reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act for the protection of Neglected,

Dependent and Delinquent Chil­
dren.”

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE —
Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this
Bill be referred to a Select Committee,
consisting of the Minister of Justice,
Mr. Cheeseman, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Hig­
gins and Mr. MacDonnell.

Second reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act to Amend the War Measures Act,
1914.”

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, at the last sitting of the
House I moved the Second Reading of
this Bill, but the motion was deferred
at the request of the Hon. member for
St. John’s East, Mr. Fox. The opera-
live powers of the Act of 191G vested 
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specific war prerogatives and there
are two ways by which it can be re-
pealed; first, either by the changing ot
the section of the 191G Act and bring­
ing it back to the 1914 Act, which
would terminate the powers of the
Governor in Council on the declaration
of peace by Proclamation in the Roy­
al Gazette, or secondly, by the expres­
sed repeal of the section. The Bill, as
drafted, is in a form which provides
for the issue of the Proclamation. In
view, however, of the fact that there
may be a substantial delay in securing
the consent of the Imperial auhorities
for issuing the Proclamation, as there
may arise some possible objections
which Newfoundland might be identi­
fied with, we might consider the alter­
native of an express repeal. In view
of the fact that the Second Reading is
really the policy of the Government
rather than the formal adoption of the
Bill, I am sure my Hon. friend, Mr.
Fox, from a legal standpoint, has q
thorough understanding of the posi­
tion.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Speaker, I agree
with the principle of the amendment
to the War Measures Act, under the
Bill, as at present framed, as outlined
by the Prime Minister, it brings us
back to the 1914 Act absolutely, and it
will then require to have the Procla­
mation of the cessation of war pub­
lished before the provisions of the
1914 Act are to be rendered effective.
1 see the point of the Prime Minister,
because in Committee that specifiq
section might be repealed. I shall
have an opportunity, when the House
goes into Committee on this Bill, of
taking this matter up further.

MR. HIGGINS.—Might I ask the
Minister of Justice if a Proclamation
has yet been issued by Great Britain
declaring peace with Germany?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
understand she has. In England they
did not have a War Measures Act like
we did. They had a 'Defence of the

Realms Act and Regulations were
made under it and repealed from time
to time, as occasion required. I do not
know whether or not that Act has been
repealed, but I know that there are no
further powers under it. My impres­
sion that a Proclamation has been is­
sued in England declaring peace with
Germany.

MR. HIGGINS.—It is absurd that, it
Proclamations have been issued in
England and Canada, we are still at
war with Germany.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Great Britain is still at war with Tur­
key, because peace was signed but it
was not ratified. Our big opponents
in the late war were Austria and Ger­
many. I know that the War Measures
Act in Canada, either by Proclamation
or Legislation, is gone.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, I
would like to call the attention of the
Chairman of the Railway Commission
to the fact that the latter part of my
question of April 2Gth, asking what
prices were paid for new locomotives
recently imported, has not been an­
swered.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I will have it prepared.

MR. SULLIVAN . gave notice of
question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN gave notice of
question.

Second reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act to repeal Cap. 18-8, Geo. V., en­
titled, "The Food Control Act, 1917,”
and acts in amendment thereof.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to withdraw
that Bill, as I find that in a subse­
quent Act passed in 1920 there was a
provision empowering the Governor­
in-Council to appoint a date for the
expiration of that Act. That has been
done by the Governor-in-Council and a
Proclamation will be issued to make
this special legislation unnecessary.

MR. FOX.—I would like to know 
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whether or not it is the intention of
the Government to issue that Procla­
mation immediately.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Yes, on
Tuesday of next week. All matters
other than sugar will be dealt with. I
think the 20th of May is the date on
which the control of the price of sug­
ar ends. The arrangement was thirty
days’ notice, as already given in the
press.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Speaker,
in seconding the motion for an ad­
journment, I would like, with your
permission, Sir, to make a few re­
marks on a subject of considerable in­
terest to the country generally and in
particular to the district that I have
the honour to represent. I would like
to see what the Government are doing
with regard to the development of the
West Coast. I think that it is a great
pity that before the plans are laid de­
finitely before the Government that a
scheme of this kind should be knock­
ed. I think that the critics, whatever
their intentions or their motives were,
might have, at least, waited until thtj
matter came before the Government. I
might say that if the proposition
whether reasonable or unreasonable,
comesup in this House for discussion,
I for one am going to support it to the
limit, because I think that the develop­
ment of the West Coast has been de­
layed long enough. The opportunity
is now afforded the people of the West
Coast so that the natural resources of
our district may be developed. I
think that it is more; than a pity, it is
a shame, that the petty jealousies of
individuals should be brought to bear
for the purpose of killing a movement
of that kind. I wish for the Govern­
ment to go ahead with this matter as
speedily as possible as soon as they
get something definite from the pro­
moters of this Company to lay before
this House. I trust that the members
of this House will view this matter in
a non-partisan light and apart from 

politics and I hope that there will be
men in this House of broad enough
vision to see the advantages which
mustac crue in the future from a de­
velopment of this kind. I think that
now more than ever is there a need
for the opening up of this country. I
understand that if arrangements can
be finalized the promoters of this pro­
ject expect to give employment to
thousands of meh, starting from July
of this year.

I hope that there will be no unneces­
sary delay on the part of the Gov­
ernment in bringing in this matter,
and I hope that there will be a cessa­
tion of criticism, at least, until we get
the measure before this House.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
the Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled “An Act respecting the en­

couragement of Sheep Fanning,” was
read a third time and passed, and it
was ordered that it be engrossed, be­
ing entitled as above and that it be
sent to the Legislative Council with a
message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act to amend the Crown
Lands Act, 1918,” was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as
above and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled “An Act to amend the Law re-
laitng to Lotteries,” was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as
above and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Ministre, the Bill en­
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titled "An Act respecting the Board
ot Pension Coinmissioners”was read a
third time and passed, and it was or­
dered that it be engrossed, being en­
titled as above and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act respecting the High Com­
missioner for Newfoundland in the
United Kingdom.”

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
The Chairman of the Committee re­

ported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received •
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill
entitled “An Act for the Protection of
Neglected, Dependent and Delinquent
Children” was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to a
Select Committee of the House consist­
ing of Hon. the Minister of Justice)
Mr. Cheeseman, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Hig­
gins, Mr. MacDonnell.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled "An Act to amend the War
Measures Act, 1914,” was read a sec­
ond time and ordered to be referred tq
a Committee of the Whole House on
to-morrow.

MR. SULLIVAN gave Notice of
Question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN gave Notice of
Question.

On motion the amendment to the
Rood Control Act was withdrawn from
the Order Paper.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, May 3rd.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition from
176 of the residents of Southern Hr.
and other places in Placentia Bay,
praying for a small railway station at.
Southern Hr. Crossing. The people
there have no steamboat facilities,
their only means of communication is
with the railway which is three or
four miles away. The people get oft
the train there at all hours of the
night, there is no place as a shelter or
in which to put freight, passengers
have to endure much hardship and it
would be a boon to them if the Gov­
ernment would see that a small sta­
tion is erected there. The petition Is
largely signed by people from Hr. Buf­
fett, Haystack, Red Island, Bar Haven
and other places. Men returning from
fishing could leave their boats at
Southern Hr. and get home from there
but they could not leave them at Ar­
nold’s Cove which is not a suitable
harbor. The station therefore would
prove a great convenience to them as
well as others.

MR. WALSH.—I wish to support
the petition. Mr. Speaker, Southern
Hr. is an important settlement and thq
people there are put to much incon­
venience in not having at least a
shelter at the railway. At present the
people are compelled to go to La
Manche while the distance to thq
Crossing is only three or four miles.
An elaborate station Is not needed but 
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the people ask that they be given at
least a shelter for the hours while
they are waiting for connection with
the train. As there is, no telegraph
there they never know when the trains
are due. I think this is a most op­
portune time for the erection of tho
station as it would give work and eli­
minate the necessity of people looking
to the Commissioner of Public Char­
ities for help.

MR. SINNOTT.—I wish to heartily
support the petition, as the railway
station is badly needed in the section
mentioned.

MR. SMALL.—-I beg to present a
largely signed petition from the re7
sidents of Channel and Port aux Bas­
ques praying that the export duty on
fresh codfish and salmon be removed-.

MR. WALSH.—I beg to present a
petition from the residents of Sb
Shotts, Trepassey Bay, for telegraph
connection. This matter has already
come up here this session and the
Hon. Minister of Posts and Tele­
graphs gave assurance that the ar,
rangements made by the late Govern­
ment would be carried out and the line
erected but there seems to have been
some misunderstanding and it has not
been done to date. It is unnecessary
for me to point out why this petition
should be granted as the Minister of
Posts must have considerable corres­
pondence on the matter in his office
and in consideration of his promise to
attend to it right away I will merely
hand in the petition and ask that it be
referred to the department to which it
relates.

MR. SULLIVAN.—I have great plea­
sure in supporting this petition. 1
asked a few days ago why this had
not been done. When the late Govern­
ment went out of power they were
ready to do it, the money had been vot­
ed for the purpose and the poles cut.
But for some reason—the members fc
the district were not consulted—it was
decided to alter the route of the line.

It was decided by Mr. Stott, the then
Superintendent, to run it from Peter’s
River to St. Shott’s. The poles are
still lying along the line and it would
be a waste of money to alter the
route. I hope this connection will be
installed soon in view of the fact that
there is a lighthouse at Cape Pine
which is a very dangerous locality. It
should be pushed to this fight house,
as in the case of wrecks it might be
the means of saving life. I hope the
attention of the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs will be given this matter
and that the line will be completed at
an early date.

MR. TARGETT.—I beg leave to pre­
sent a petition from the residents of
Hant’s Hr. for $250 for a breakwater.
This is highly necessary in the inter­
ests of the fishermen and I trust the
Government will deal promptly in the
matter.

MR. MOORE gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

MR. LEWIS gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

DR. JONES gave Notice of Question.
' MR. VINNICOMBE gave Notice of
Question.

MR. ' BENNETT gave Notice of
Question.

MR. SINNOTT gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

SIR M. P. CASHIN gave Notice of
Question.

MR. WALSH gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

HON. THE MINISTER OF MARINE
AND FISHERIES gave notice that he
would on to-morrow ask leave to in­
troduce a Bill to amend Chapter 163
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third
Series) entitled “Of the Prosecution ot
the Seal Fishery.”

MR. VINICOMBE.—Mr. Speaker, I
would like to point out to the Minis­
ter the very poor condition of the
roads in St. John’s East and to sug­
gest to him, that when making up his
.estimates, that he consider a prcpor-
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tionate share for that district. Now
we have heard a great deal of talk
about Hr. Main and how that district
was lost on the. government in the
recent bye-election. The Minister of
Public Works has admitted that vir­
tually all of the poerations of the
road making machinery has been con
fined to that district, so that we have
at last arrived at a solution of the
problem as to how the election was
lost there.

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.
—No.

MR. VINICOMBE.—But I want to
say Mr. Minister that if you bring
that machinery to work in St. John’s
East that it won’t effect us political­
ly. Last year the collecting of tax­
es was taken away from the City
Council and put in the hands of the
Road Board. I think that that money
should be divided up properly in
each district. It is not right for Mr,
Hibbs, the member for Fogo, to build
a road to his own home in Kelligrews.
It is unfair, Mr. Speaker, to have all
this machinery on the Topsail Road
all the time and I hope that St. John’s
East will be thought of this summer

MR. MOORE asked the Prime Min­
ister:

(a) If the sum of five hundred
dollars, paid Dr. H. M. Mosdell
in connection with the publica­
tion of a pamphlet or book on
Newfoundland, was for the
book itself or for his services
in compiling the same?

(b) In either case is this amount
all he is to receive?

(c) And if the payment is not for
the book what will the book
cost the Colony, for how many
copies will the Colony become
responsible, and when will a
copy of the book be laid on the

table?
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—The

total charges for the preparation and
editing of the book, including work
incidental to the preparation of suit 

able cuts, were $750,00. Of (his the
sum of $500.00 has been paid and
$250.00 is still due.

When the order for this book was
given a considerable time ago the in­
tention was to supply a large num­
ber of copies to the High Commis­
sioners’ Office, the various Trade Com­
missioners, tourist bureaus and
agencies and leading railway centres
There had been large demands made
for some booklet dealing with New­
foundland. The book issued by the
Hon. Sir Patrick McGrath “New­
foundland in 1911" could not be sat­
isfactorily used because of its date,
and the supply, was - practically ex­
hausted. It was consequently de­
cided to publish a cheap, paper-cov­
ered book, such as could be freely
circulated, he original decision was
to procure 10,000. The program
which the government had in that
connection could not be carried out
with a smaller issue than 10,000,
which was the number which would
be required for the years during
which the book might be circulated
without the necessity or revision. In
December last the original issue of
10,000 was cut ti 5,000 for the pur
pose of economy, as the government
felt that under the circumstances the
colony should make a sacrifice in its
program for advertising its resour­
ces and inducements to tourist traf­
fic. For the same reason the expen­
ses which the Colony had been car­
rying for many years for advertising
in the foreign press was ordered to
be materially reduced. The repeal of
the Codfish Exportation Act, which
Act includes the provisions authoris
ing the appointment of Trade Commis­
sioners, will probably result in a
further reduction of the issue. I am
very sorry that the government feels
it necessary to make this reduction
and that our financial circumstances
are not such as to justify us in car­
rying out the original program of
having 10,000 copies circulated. The 
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book issued by Sir Patrick McGrath
was a splendid asset for the coum
try. The book previously completed
by Judge Prowse was also a splendid
advertisement for the Island. I feel
myself that even under present con­
ditions the publication of the full is­
sue might be well justified in re­
sults, and nothing short of the Im­
perative necessity for rigid econo­
my and the sacrifice of beneficial
services which for economy’s sake
must be curtailed have led the gov­
ernment to the conclusion that this
program of advertising should not be
further pursued in the immediate pre
sent.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Is the book
printed yet?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
will table a copy at the end of the
week.

MR. WALSH asked Hon the Colonial
Secretary to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing:
a) The names and addresses of all

men in the district of Placentia
and St. Mary’s who are receiving
the old age pension?

(b) The names and addresses of all
men in the said district whose
pension have been cancelled
though they are still living?

(c) The names and addresses of all
applicants for the old age pension
who have not received the said
pension, giving date of all such
applications?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
will take a couple of days, at least,
to get the information prepared. I
will table it as soon as I receive It.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister in the absence of Hon. the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines, the
following:
(1) Do the Government intend to drop

the vote for the Model Farm from
<2) Do the Government intend to dis­

tribute seed potatoes this spring
the estimates this year? ,

to those who cannot afford to buy
them?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, the answer to the first
part of the question is that we have
no Model Farm; there is a Stock Farm
and the estimates for which are be­
ing reduced this year. With respect
to the distribution of seed potatoes, I
would say that this is a matter which
has to be handled, under the authority
of the Public Charities Department. In
cases where people are in destitute
circumstances and need seed potatoes
to help them out for planting in the
spring, that matter will be taken up
by the Charities Department and pro­
vision made through that channel and
by arrangement with the Agriculture
and Mines Department.

MR.W ALSH.—Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask the Prime Minister if he
has any knowledge of potatoes having
been sent out already and if any has
been asked for by any particular per­
son of any particular section of the
country.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—An
application was made by Mr. Sulli­
van, member for Placentia and St.
Mary’s. That matter is under the
consideration of the Government and I
think the requestwill be granted; but
it has not been finalized up to the
present.

MR. WALSH.—I might say before
departing from this question that the
reply is not satisfactory, at least, to
me. I don’t think that the Government
should further stigmatize the people
of any section of this country by plac­
ing in the hands of Relieving Officers
the distribution of potatoes. There
could be some other way in which it
could be done. I remember to my cer­
tain knowledge twenty-five or thirty
years ago, when I lived in the district
of Twillingate, assistance was render­
ed poor people other than through the
Department of Public Charities.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
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That is the Department through which
all such moneys have to he paid; not
through the Department of Agricul­
ture and Mines.

MR. WALSH.—I want to avail of
this opportunity to protest against any
further stigmatizing of the people
through this system of pauper dole.
People applying to me from my own
district do not ask for pauper relief;
they only ask for a loan. Now 1
would suggest that the Department of
Agriculture and Mines deal directly
with the people through the Agricul­
ture Boards. We have in every set­
tlement in Placentia as well as othei
districts Agriculture Societies with
paid secretaries. Now I would suggest
that the Government give those secre­
taries charge of the distribution of po­
tatoes and not have people go on
their hands and knees to a Relieving
Officer begging a few pounds of pota­
to seed. Last year when I voted
against the Government providing fif­
ty thousand dollars for a Model Farm,
I pointed out that I thought it ridicul­
ous to hand over to Doctor Campbell,
who had no right to it and who had to
give no account of his stewardship to
this or any other House, that money
for expenditure. I protested then and
I protest now. It was in the best kind
of a spirit that I put this question on
the Order Paper in the first place. It
was not to get up and occupy the time-
of the House unnecessarily, but it whs
in consideration of the evasive reply
given by the Prime Minister and in
consideration of what we are to hope
when the matter is going to be hand­
ed over to the Relieving Officers to
deal with the situation. It must be
remembered that Placentia and St.
Mary's is not the only district that is
looking for assistance from the Gov­
ernment, although we have heard that
a great deal of destitution exists in
that district. I know other districts,
East, West, North and South in this
Island looking for poor relief for 

their people, and what I intend to look
for is that there will be no further
stigmatism of the people but to get
the Government to rise to the occas­
ion and help the people out in'their
present crisis. They do not ask for
charity, as I said before, they only
ask for a loan; and for goodness sake
make arrangements with the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Mines to vote
fifty thousand dollars, not for a Model
Farm and not to send Dr. Campbell to
Toronto to attend a cattle show and to
bring down horses here with ribbons
tied around them, with which to buy
potatoes and all the other seeds neces­
sary so as the people of the country
will be able to cultivate their lands,
thus enabling people to rear their own
vegetables and be better prepared to
face the hard times when next fall
comes around again, as already I see
looming on the horizon a picture of
the hard times that are in store for
our people six months hence, unless
something unusual happens. I hope
that this suggestion will be taken note
of by the Prime Minister, who repre­
sents the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines in this House, unfortunately.
The Department of Agriculture and
Mines is one of the most important
departments in the public service and
it should be properly represented
here. I am surprised that the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries, who was
always an advocate of the principle
that each and every department in

.the Civil Service should be represent­
ed by its Head in this House, has nor
shown his consistency or sincerity in
this connection, and, I am surprised
that he was prepared last year to al­
low Dr. Campbell to go back to his
native home in Canada with fifty
thousand dollars of our money to be
handled as the doctor wished, and 1
am surprised now that he does not
rise to the occasion. Then again we
have Mr. LcGrow, the member for Bay 
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de Verde, who is drawing a substantial
salary in the Agriculture and Mines
Department. Why not give him charge
of the distribution of seeds, and, if
necessary, have him go out and travel
and let him go and visit the different
districts where people are looking for
this assistance. He is well paid to do
the work. It is a terrible state of af­
fairs to see the honest; hard-working
people of the country go on their knees
and beg to a fellow like Campbell for
charity, and I want to again enter my
strongest protest against the further
stigmatizing of our people through
pauper dole. The whole matter is one
that we should have no reason for dis­
cussing here at all and it is a disgrace
to us as individuals. It is now the
third of May and we are coming here
day after day talking about the send­
ing out of pauper relief to our honest,
industrious, hard-working and intelli­
gent people—people who made this
country so that we could sit in this
House and enjoy a thousand dollars a
session, and some members enjoy ovei-
ten thousand in salaries. In their
homes, these people, who are better
men than we are, are without, per­
haps, butter to put on their bread.
There will be no vote passed in this
House while I am here, supposing I
have to stand on my feet for a week
and if my lungs hold out, that will al­
low Campbell or any other man like
him, the spending of the public money
as he wishes. It is a serious matter
so far as all the members on both
sides of the House are concerned. I
think we have had enough of this dil­
ly-dallying and camouflaging on the
part of the Government, if the inten­
tion is to get this House closed. And
I would also like to point out that
there was no justification for the an­
swer given by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries yesterday evening when
Sir Michael Cashin was discussing a
public question of great importance.
Indeed, the Minister said he doesn't 

want to be worried. Of course he
doesn’t, andl do not supnose that Mr.
Squires and the several other gentle­
men who are holding positions of
large emolument in the Government,
want to be worried either; but the
poor honest fishermen, belonging to
the East. West, North and South of
the country is worrying about where
he is going to get the wherewithal so
as his innocent children can be saved
from destruction. There have been
cases in this Island where good hon­
est men went down to premature
graves, because of the interference of
the present Government which depriv­
ed these men of the legitimate means
that they always had at their dispos­
al to make a decent living. I did not
intend this evening. Sir, to speak at
any length on this question of the dis­
tribution of seeds, although it is of
far more importance than a Model
Farm. A Model Farm is not a dol­
lar’s worth of good, only to, perhaps,
a few high class, high grade cattle
people of this city. What in the name
of God is the good of a Model Farm
to the men in St. Barbe or Bay de
Verde districts or to the men in Pla­
centia or to the men in any other dis­
trict? But. I will tell you what is good
to all of them. It is good for them to
know where they can get three or
four barrels of seed potatoes to put in
the ground so as they are assured that
themselves and their families will not
have to go to the Prince Edward Is­
land dealer and pay him four, five or
ten dollars a barrel for potatoes in
November next.

Before taking my seat I want to ask
the Leader of the House and his as­
sociates to make some arrangement
that would meet the situation along
the lines I have indicated. I for one
am prepared to vote fifty thousand
dollars for the purchase of seeds, if I
am assured that the money will be
spent in the best interests, not only 
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of Placentia and St. Mary’s but of St.
John’s East and West and all the oth­
er districts. T am just as much pre­
pared to give my support to the peo­
ple represented by Mr. Coaker as I
am to my own. Although, perhaps,
Mr. Coaker and his associates, repre­
senting the northern districts, may not
think so and may not admit it, I have
the information that conditions are not
as rosy north as they would wish peo­
ple to believe. I hope that my sug­
gestion will be considered and I hope
that something will be done along the
lines I have mentioned; also I hope
that, other members will have better
suggestions to make, and I have no
doubt but that they have, and if made
in sincerity and honesty, I do not care
who the suggestion comes from, it
will have my strongest support.

• MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, I re­
gret that I was absent during the re­
marks of my colleague. I do not know
what, the answer to his question is.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
This debate is out of order, Mr. Speak­
er, and I will now call your attention
to it. If we are to go ahead with any
business, we must confine ourselves to
question and answer. I am glad, how­
ever^ o give my friend the answer.
To the first part of the question the
answer is that there is no Model
Farm. There is a Stock Farm.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE. — There
shouldn’t be one.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The vote is not being stricken out this
year, but is being reduced. My an­
swer to part (2) of the question is
that the Government proposes to as­
sist in connection with the distribu­
tion of seed potatoes in cases of ex­
treme need. This is the explanation
that my Hon. friend, Mr, Walsh, did
not see the force of. The distribution
of potatoes is to be handled through
the Department of Agriculture. and
Mines, but bills in connection with this
matter will be transferred from the

Agriculture and Mines Department
and ultimately paid out of the general
vote under the head of Public Charit­
ies. As seeds will be distributed and
will not be paid for, it would be im­
possible to handle the matter directly
through the Agriculture and Mines
Department where they have a regul­
ar accounting system and where they
handle a considerable amount of seed
for their own regular customers,
which include some prominent farm­
ers in and around St. John’s, so that
any seed that they would have to give
in the way referred to by the Hon.
member for Placentia would be paid
for by the Department of Public Char­
ities.

MR. SULLIVAN.—I wish to thank
the Prime Minister for the explan­
ation. The reason for my asking was
that I was informed, Mr. Speaker, that
the Prime Minister made some men­
tion of a letter.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
Yes. In answer to a question Of Mr.
Walsh, who asked if any arrange­
ments had already been made with the
Government by any one for seed, I
stated that I had received a communi­
cation from you requesting seed for
your district and that the matter wras
under the consideration of the Gov­
ernment.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Fearing that a
wrong impression might be created, 1
wish to say that the letter I wrote to
the Prime Minister was written in the
third person on behalf of my col­
leagues and myself. I asked, that, it
there was being any potato seed sent
to any districts where the people were
not able to buy their own, to consider
our own district and to have ' them
sent through the Chairman of the
Road Board.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
my letter of asknowledgment you will
notice, that I mentioned it was through, 
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the Agriculture and Mines Depart­
ment, not the Public Charities.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Your letter is
rather confusing, and there appears to
be some error about it. I was afraid
that there would be an impression
that my district wanted poor relief in
connection with these potatoes; al­
though I have been in formed that 150
barrels of potatoes have been applied
for by Mr. Cheeseman for Burin dis­
trict.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
there are any requests from Burin
district or any other district, they will
be considered on the same basis as
those from Placentia district.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I have heard.
this discussion, but I am not quite
clear on it. I would like to know it
there are any seed sent out yet to any
district?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
am not prepared to say there was
none. The Public Charities Depart­
ment and the Agriculture and Mines
Department have their orders and they
will attend to any necessary cases as
brought before them. As to any par­
ticular district having received any up
to the present, I cannot tell you, but
I will find out and let you know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Will you let
me know to-morrow?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—!
do not know about to-morrow, but
within a reasonable time. Any time
you ask a verbal question you will
get a verbal answer.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I will ask
what I like. That is what I am here
for, and while I am here I am going
to demand that right and also to have
my questions answered. It is no use
throwing back-answers, because a
Prime Minister is supposed to have a
certain amount of dignity and you
should try and maintain that dignity.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
What about your dignity?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You ought to 

know better than to take lessons front
me.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am not going to take them either.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—And there
are lessons in your book that I would
not like to take either.

MR. WALSH.—I am not quite satis­
fied with the explanation given by the
Prime Minister.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—The Hon.
gentleman is distinctly out of order.
The House is debating on a question
on the order paper.

MR. WALSH.—I am not debating
it. I want to dispose of the question.
I have listened to other members here
ask dozens of questions and debate
on them, but when I get up I am con­
sidered out of order.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—I have ex­
tended to the Hon. member the priv­
ilege of a reasonable time for debat­
ing it.

MR. WALSH.—Just a short refer­
ence, if allowed to continue, with re­
gard to a letter written by my col­
league, Mr. Sullivan. I had no know­
ledge of the letter until this afternoon
and with it I find no fault, but I am
not responsible for a letter written by
somebody else of which I knew noth­
ing about. Again I want to remind
the Leader of the House, who repre­
sents the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines here, that we have scattered all
over the Island hundreds of Agricul­
tural Societies. Here's a report here
of the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, signed by the different Secre­
taries. Why in the name of common
sense are you giving the distribution
of seeds to the charge of Road Boards
and Relieving Officers when you have
these paid secretaries who can do the
work more satisfactorily for the peo­
ple? I protest again against the stig­
matizing further of the people by hav­
ing to go to Relieving Officers to look
for poor relief, and I would suggest in 
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all honesty, that the matter be hand­
ler! by the Agriculture and Mines De­
partment. Let the Department get tn
touch with the people throughout the
different sections and let the Agricul­
tural Societies make their.recommend­
ations through the Minister. There
is nothing unreasonable or unfair
about that. Let the Societies in the
out ports loan the seeds in the spring
to the people who could return the po­
tatoes in the fall when they gather
their harvest. By this arrangement
there would not be a dollar lost to the
taxpayers of this country. That is the
point I wanted to make.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—In reply to question No.
5 Order Paper May 3rd, I may say
that there is not at present any inten­
tion of taking the Portia off her pre­
sent route, and if it is done it will not
be done through the Railway Commis­
sion but through the Government. It
is expected that the terminal at Ar-
gentia will be completed during the
spring.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Minister of Education if any steps
have been taken by him to establish
continuation schools, night schools,
and the other auxiliary education ser­
vices as outlined in the Premier’s
Manifesto, and in the Minister’s speech
to the Legislature last year, and if
not, why not; also if he has made any
report on the work of his Department
since its foundation last year, and if
so to lay a copy of the same on the
Table of the House.

MR. SINNOTT asked Hon the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission:
(a) The names and addresses of all

men in the district of Placentia
and St. Mary’s who are receiving
the Old Age Pension?

(b) The names and addresses of all
men in the said district whose

pension has been cancelled though
they are still living?

Id) The names and addresses of all
applicants for the Old Age Pen­
sion who have not received the
said pension, giving date of all
such applications?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—In reply to this ques­
tion No. 7 Order Paper May 3rd. I beg
to table the information asked for.

SIR M. P. CASHTN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if on the failure of
the Royal Bank to advance a sum of
$150,000 to the City Council by way
of a loan, he made any efforts to ob­
tain this amount from any other Bank
or Banks in this City, if so, what was
the result of his overtures and if he
failed to obtain the money what were
the reasons given by the Banks for
their failure to make such loan?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if any representations
have been made to the Imperial Auth­
orities with a view to the removal of
the warship “Briton” from her pre­
sent position to any other berth in the
harbor of St. John’s, and to lay on
the Ta-ble of the House copies of all
correspondence and papers in rela­
tion thereto?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lay on the Table of the House a
statement showing the amount of Cus­
toms Revenue for St. John’s for the
ten months ending April 30th, and for
the same ten months in the last fiscal
year, and for the like period in the
previous fiscal year, also similar state­
ments of the total revenue for these
ten months in cash of the three fis­

cal years.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the

Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
the House a copy of all communica­
tions received by him from the Im­
perial Authorities with reference to
the proposed Conference in London in
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June of this year, and of any replies
by him in relation .thereto?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister:
(a) If any arrangement has been

made between the Commercial
Cable Company and the Govern­
ment with reference to the Com­
pany transacting cable and tele­
graph business in the Colony.

(b) If he is aware that this Company
has. during the past few days been
delivering cable messages from
abroad to parties in this City?

(c) If this is being done with the
Government’s knowledge, and if
not, does the Government propose
to take any steps to prevent what
is apparently a violation of the
law by this Company?

(d) The names and addresses of all
applicants for the Old Age Pen­
sion who have not received the
said pension, giving date of all
such applications?

HON THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
replyt o this question No. 8 Order
Paper May 3rd, I may say that I have
received no authority from the St.
John’s Municipal Council to act as
their financial agent in such a mat­
ter. Mr. Mullaly arranged with the
Manager to come here and meet me
with regard to the loan. Mr. Dubien
took the position that unless the en­
tire amount of past obligations of the
city amounting to three hundred and
twenty thousand dollars together with
this hundred and fifty thousand dol­
lars were paid by the Government to
the Royal Bank of Canada before De­
cember 31st, that they would not ad­
vance this hundred and fifty thousand
dollars to the Council. The Bank of
Canada carries the account of the
Municipal Council. I presume that
the Municipal Council considered the
question of their own bank refusing to
grant them a reasonable loan and got
in touch with other banks, but that is
a matter for their consideration and 

decision. I got in touch with other
banks not on behalf of the Council,
but to ascertain for myself as to
whether other banks would be pre­
pared to give them this advance in
event of the Council transferring its
account. Various banks have communi­
cated with Head Offices but up to date
I. have received no reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I take it then
that the Prime Minister has not com­
municated with the Bank of Canada
on behalf of the Council.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
had an interview with the Manager of
the Bank of Canada at the request of
the Council and I have already told
this House what transpired at that
interview.

SIR M P. CASHIN.—I take it that
it is not true that the Prime Minister
attended a meeting of the Council and
told them to go ahead with the work
as it would be alright about the
money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
told the Council that if they could not
get the money from any banker I
would bring resolutions into this
House for the purpose of providing the
necessary amount.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Then the
Prime Minister was not in communi­
cation with the Manager of the Bank
of Canada,

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
I have already said I had an interview
with the Manager of the Bank of Can­
ada and he told me that unless the
Government would pay the past debt
of three hundred and twenty thousand
dollars and this hundred and fifty
thousand dollars on the 31st of De­
cember that they would not make the
advance to the Council.

PRIME MINISTER—Mr. ^peaker.
—I am glad that Mr. Bennett has
spoken on this matter because it gives
me the opportunity for stating that
the government has decided upon the 
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consolidation of the city debt, and
legislation to that effect will be
brought before the House.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN to ask the
Prime Minister.

THE PRIME (MINISTER—In re­
ply to this question No. 9 Order Pa
per, May 3rd I have referred that
matter to Colonel Rendell.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN to ask the
Prime Minister.

THE PRIME MINISTER—In reply
to this question No. 10 Order Paper,
Maj' 3rd, I may say that I have com­
municated with the Deputy Minister
of Finance of Customs and he is hav­
ing the figures prepared.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN to ask the
Prime Minister.

THE PRIME MINISTER—In reply
to this question No. 11 Order Paper,
May 3i d, I may say that there has
been no correspondence between my­
self and the Imperial Authorities with
regard to the matter referred to.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN to ask the
Prime Minister.

THE PRIME MINISTER—In reply
to this question- No. 12 Order Paper,
May 3rd, I may say that no arrange­
ments have been made betweeen the
Commercial Cable Co., and the Gov­
ernment. Some time ago I was told
that the Cable Co. were delivering
messages. The legal question as to
their rights and liabilities was refer­
red to the Attorney General who was
requested to look into the matter.

SIR MICHAEL CASHlN—Would
the Attorney General be able to give
us the information asked for.

THE MIN. OF JUSTICE—I am not
in a position to express an opinion
now.

MR. SULLIVAN to ask the Minis
ter of Marine and Fisheries.

MR. COAKER—I will get the in­
formation asked for as soon as pos­
sible.

SLR MICHAEL CASHIN to ask the
Prime Minister.

THE PRIME MINISTER—In reply 

to this question No. 14 Order Paper,
May 3rd, that information will bo
ready in a day or two.

MR. SULLIVAN—I would like to
ask the Hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries for an answer to my
question No. 9 of yesterday’s Order
Paper.

THE MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—The cost of the Engine land­
ed is thirty thousand dollars.

THE PRIME MINISTER—I have
just received an answer to question
No. 10 relating to the Department of
Finance and Customs and answer.

Third reading of Bill entitled An
Act respecting High Commissioner
for Newfoundland in the United King
dom.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I wquld
like to draw the attention of the Prime
Minister to Para. 3 of the Bill. Why

leave it it to the Governor-in-Council
If there is going to be a High Com­
missioner with a salarj' the House is
now open and the resignation of Sir
Edgar Bowring is in the hands of the
Government, and if there is going to
be an appointment there is no reas­
on why the House should not be in­
formed of it now.

THE PRIME MINISTER—There is
no immediate intention of appointing
a High Commissioner. I have cabled
Sir Edgar Bowring asking him to re­
consider his resignation. I am hop­
ing for a favourable reply.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Are you
or are you not going to vote a salary
for that position?

THE PRIME MINISTER—The gov­
ernment has the matter under con­
sideration.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—If you
cannot get a man to take the position
on the same terms as Sir Edgar Bow-
ring will you make a new appoint­
ment? or will you abolish it altogeth­
er.

THE PRIME MINISTER—It has
not been decided to abolish the of­
fice.
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SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Now is
the time to settle the matter and not
after the House closes.

Committeee of the Whole on Bill
entitled An Act to confirm an agree­
ment between the Government and the
Dominion Iron and Steel Co., Ltd.
and the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal
Co., Ltd.

THE PRIME MINISTER—I move
that this order be deferred. There is
under consideration a proposition to
include within the contract a propo­
sition for the erection and operation
of a cottage hospital. I would like
this matter deferred until that pro­
position has been more fully devel­
oped.

MR. BENNETT—Before this thing
is disposed of I would like to draw
attention to the .fact that the proce­
dure is irregular. It is not custom­
ary to bring in a Bill to confirm a
contract but to bring in Resolutions.

THE PRIME MINISTER—That
would apply if the Government were
giving them certain financial con­
cessions but we are not doing so,
and therefore it is unnecessary under
the rites of the House.

MR. SULLIVAN—You are giving
them rebates as you will see in Sec.
4.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
No rebates are being given. The ar-:
rangement is that certain machinery
for the installation of new operations
may be imported into the Colony free
of duty. I am advised that that does
not bring the Bill within the provi­
sions of the rales of the House re­
quiring resolutions. It is, however,
a matter of no practical importance
as to whether this contract starts in
the resolution stage or in the form
of a bill as at present, but while this
practice is entirely correct in accord-

■ ance with the rules of the House, I
am entirely satisfied with the pro­
position, if the Opposition desires to
make it, that this contract be consid­
ered in the first instance in the re­

solution form rather than in the form
of a Bill. In any event, the Order
will be deferred until I am in a posi­
tion to fully consider the proposition
for the erection and maintenance of
a cottage hospital.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker. I
don’t want to take up the time of the
House unnecessarily but it appears to
me that we have arrived at a crucial
time in the affairs of the Municipal
Council. It must be appreciated that
the Council have no right to raise
money on their own account and
therefore they are in a most unen­
viable position. There is a very pres
sing need for money at the present
time to pay for city works, and to
relieve the unemployed of the city.
and the time has come when some­
thing must be done to adjust this mat
ter. It must be appreciated as the
Prime Minister will know that in
years past the Council have been re­
ceiving loans on Government guaran­
tee both the principal and the inter­
est, but that was merely a matter of
form bcause the Council has always
paid the interest in full since the
debt was consolidated at one million
four hundred thousand dollars and
from that time on the interest has
been paid semi-annually. To carry
on the necessary works they have
had to raise loans and the way pos­
sible to do that was thru the banks
on Government guarantee. Now the
Bank naturally want a settlement of
that debt of three hundred and twen­
ty thousand dollars and I submit that
something should be done to consoli­
date this debt with the debt of the
city. It will require Legislation, and
it will be necessary to bring in a bill
to enable the Government to issue
Debentures to meet this debt of the
Council. The city is able to meet its
obligations, it is not taxed as much as
other cities and no bank would re­
fuse a loan to the city of St. John's
if they were only responsible to
themselves, but it is unfortunate that
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the banks that have done the bank­
ing for the City have turned this pro­
position down. It puts the city in a
bad position. I therefore submit that
we consider the advisability of con­
solidation this three hundred and
twenty thousand dollars into the debt
of the city, and then the Council will
be able to go ahead with the work
that they are engaged in. I throw out
this suggestion to try and help in the
present position. The fifty thousand
already voted will only last a limited
time, and we have to spend more un­
less we are going to *-let the people
starve and I don’t think that will be
permitted.

MR. SULLIVAN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries as
Chairman of the Railway Cpmmia-
sion, to lay on the Table of the House
a detailed statement showing in what
way your counter claim of 551,887.57
against the Reid Nfld. Company, is
arrived at, as stated by you in your
reply to my question No. 13 on Order
Paper, April 26th, 1921.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of Hon
the Minister of Finance and Customs
to table the account of Contingencies
etc. ....

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled “An Act Respecting the High
Commissioner for Newfoundland in
the United Kingdom,” was read a
third time and passed, and it was or­
dered that it be engrossed being en­
titled as above and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a. mes­
sage requesting the concurrence ot
that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries the House resolved, itself
into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill entitled “An Act to
Repeal 10-11 Geo. V, Cap. 25, entitled
'An Act to Regulate the Exportation
of Salt Codfish.” ’

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­
mittee.
THE MINISTER OF MARINE &

FISHERIES.

1 do not want to occupy the time
of the House with this matter. It
has been discussed for days dur­
ing this session. I want to say that
this Bill as it stands w.ould have
to be amended to have the affect
which it was intended to have.
The surprising thing about this
Act is that many firms have been
able to get clear of their fish con­
trary to the Regulations and they
have suffered no penalty. I have
here a letter which will explain
some of the difficulties of this mat­
ter. A. E. Hickman & Co., writ­
ing to a New York firm under
date October 30th., 1920, states:—

If you are open for Labra­
dor fish in casks of 560 lbs.
please telegraph for uor quot­
ations. We will undertake to
ship without asking you to give
a Bond to the Government. We
will not confine our sales to the
Government fixed prices.
They intimated that they would

sell fish contrary to the Regulat­
ions. Last December we found that
fish had been cleared from New­
foundland and sent to Italy con-
to the Regulations. When the Ad­
visory Board was asked to clear
those cargoes the Board received
the assurance of the shippers that
the law would be upheld.

Two such cargoes were cleared 
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by A. E. Hickman & Co., and the
guarantee given by Mr. Hickman
to the Board reads as follows:—

“Mar. 19th., 1920.
To Minister Marine & Fish­

eries.
Sir,—

Referring to S. V. Florence
Swyers now ready to sail for
Malaga; we have instruct Hawes
& Co., our Spanish Agents, not
to send vessel beyond Spain
without consent of the Advisory

Board.
Yours truly.

A. E. Hickman & Co. Ltd.,
* per A. E. FI.

Nov. 18th., 1920.,
Minister Marine & Fisheries.

Dear sir,—
Referring to S. V. Roy Bruce

now ready to sail for Malaga, we
have instructed Hawes & Co..
our Spanish Agents, not to send
vessel beyond Spain without con­
sent of the Advisory Board.

Yours truly,
a. E Wckman Co., Ltd.,

jer A. E H.
These vessels were sent beyond

Spain and went to Italy. The Ad­
visory Board was not consulted.
That firm forfeited its honor and
respect tor its written agreement
when it deliberately destroyed the
law and sold those cargoes about
25s. below the fixed price'. Last
fall there was some trouble with
the "JUNE”. We called the at­
tention of the shippers to the re­
port current in town, and the own­

ers again intimated that the fish
had been sold according to regul­
ation prices and conditions. Here
is what Baine Johnston wrote us on
October 1st.

Our schooner "JUNE” has
oeen loaded for some time wait­
ing instructions to sail. Will
you please send us a permit for

' her to sail direct to Patras.
Her cargo is not sold under the
regulation price.
This cargo was stated to have

been sold at a price not under that
fixed by the regulations. It was
not sold. We brought the matter
to 'the attention of the shippers
after we heard that the cargo had
not been sold and the reply again
asserted that a sale had been made.

Oct. 8th., 1920.
Minister Marine & Fisheries.
"The information referred to

in yours of to-day’s date re
“JUNE” cargo not having been
sold orior to clearance is en­
tirely erroneous and the state­

ments made in ours of the 1st in­
stant tire absolutely correct.
We have the honour etc,

Baine Johnston & Co.,
per J. C. Hepburn.

The facts received later proved
that the “JUNE” was not sold prior
to clearance or even many days
after arrival and the cargo was
consigned. This breach of the
rules started the trouble in Greece.

The "RUTH” was cleared for
Malaga for instructions. She was
ordered to Greece without refer­
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ence to the Board and her cargo
was consigned although the own­
ers had intimated that the cargo
had been sold outright.

There was no power to punish
except to cancel the license.

A Member of the House has
stated that he shipped fish and got
around the regulations but he
would not say how.

As it is now, the Act is useless
for the legulation of the export­
ation of codfish. Many amend­
ments would be required to make
it workable. Accordingly the Gov­
ernment decided tc repeal the Act.

In my opinion, unless some steps
are taken within a year in some
way that will be effective, we are
going to be confronted with con­
ditions of affairs in the foreign
markets regarding the sale of fish
that will be worse than anything
we have ever seen; moreover, ex­
portation will be in the hands of
five of six shippers, while three-
fourths of the smaller exporters
will be driven out of business.

An organization on a large
scale is being established in Eu­
rope, and in the future, the ex­
portation of fish will be only by a
few firms, and, in my opinion,
Newfoundland fishermen will nev­
er get the benefits that they ought
to get from their labors if this
menace is not throttled and con­
trolled. When the fishermen wake
up to the situation that will face
them and the country . a year
hence they will realize that there 

must be some legislation. While
in London, I made a suggestion to
the Colonial Office to convene a
conference in London of all the
great codfish exporting countries
to prevent cutting competition and
to establish regular control. I
believe that arrangements could
be made with Iceland and Norway.
I found that where Newfoundland
fish was selling for sixty shillings,
Iceland fish was selling at five
shillings less, and when the regul­
ations were lifted, and the price
of Newfoundland fish went down,
the Iceland fish dropped in pro­
portion and kept five shillings un­
der ours. There should be some
arrangement entered into regard­
ing the assignment of markets to
particular fish exporting countries.
As far as the fishermen are con­
cerned, they have not spoken the
last word regarding the control of
codfish exports. Satisfactory re­
sults cannot be obtained from the
present Act. It can be done by one
Association that will control all
exporters, the exporters to pool
their interests and divide profits
yearly in proportion to exports.

I desire to state that as long as
I have breath to speak and gs long
as I hold a Seat in this House of
Assembly, or address a public
meeting, I shall advocate legislat­
ion that will control exports and
will thus benefit the fishermen by
getting the largest price possible
for their fish. The present Bill is 
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not satisfactory, but that is no rea­
son why something effective can­
not be enacted. The Act has been
broken deliberately, causing great
injury and upsetting the object
sought to be attained, and as the
trade consider it defective, I have
no other course open but to ask
for its repeal. If the power to
punish effectively were conceded
with some other changes it might
be more workable, but I am not
prepared to recommend such
changes in the face of the treat­
ment accorded the Regulations by
the trade after I left for England
in the New Year. 1 considered it
essential to the country’s best in­
terests that a solution be found
either as suggested by pooling the
exports, or by nationalizing the
purchase and export of codfish. It
can be done. It must be done be­
fore the business is placed on a safe
and sound basis. I have tried sin­
cerely to apply a remedy; that
remedy failed bcause of political
intrigue and a divided trade. For
these reasons the Act will be re­
pealed, and the responsibility
must rest with the exporters and
those opposed for political rea­
sons.

I would just say a word with re­
gard to what Sir John Crosbie has
said in connection with outright
sale of fish. If I felt convinced
that he was serious <n his remarks
on this subject, and that he
would seriously consider the pro­
position he suggests, I would sav 

to the fishermen with every con­
fidence this year that they would
get eight and perhaps nine dollars
a quintal for their fish. I can see
sunshine ahead if this could be car­
ried out, but at the same time he
should not cast on me all the res­
ponsibility for such an under­
taking. 1 have, Ithink done my
part in trying to get our staple in­
dustry on a firm and safe basis, 1
did what 1 thought to be the best
in the general interests of the
country, and seeing that the count­
ry now blames the Regulations for
all that has happened, it is, in my
opinion, hardly fair to expect me
to come in here again with anoth­
er measure, no matter how desir­
able it may be, and take the full
burden vf the responsibility upon
my shoulders. I am firmly convin­
ced that unless we can evolve
some means of establishing out­
right sales, Newfoundland is going
to be up against serious conditions
for the next four dr five years.
For us to permit the consignment
policy to continue unrestricted,
cannot but be disastrous and no
greater proof of this could be
found than is furnished by the
instance referred to by Sir John
Crosbie where he sold outright
and received for his cargo some­
thing like 79s. while for a cargo
that I sold on consignment at the
same time I got 52s. and Mr.
Hawes handled both cargoes at the
same: time of the year. That 
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meant a tremendous difference,
and it goes to show the advantage
of outright sales.

Unfortunately, at that time, it
was difficult, indeed almost impos­
sible to make outright sales, but
the reason why Sir John Crosbie
did so well was because he was
then a big man on the street: He
was Minister of Shipping, and in
all probability, Hawes was afraid
of him and wished to get in his
good graces. There was not an­
other firm in the country who ob­
tained such an offer, and lean say,
without fear of contradiction, that
the cargo I sold was worth every

cent as much as his, and while he
received payment immediately, 1
got payment for mine eight months
afterwards. If we cannot get out
of shipping on consignment, we
are going to be uo against troube.
As Sir John Crosbie has said,
Hawes is spreading his wings and
is now getting a firm hold on
Greece where he erecting large
cojd storage plants, and that
means that any business from this
country which he can get there,
will be consignment business. The
thing to do is to break that men­
ace and if something is done to­
wards that end it will mean that
fish will be at least $2.00 a quintal
higher the coming season. Why
not Sir John Crosbie introduce a
resolution to have outright sales
made law? If he proposes it, I
will second it,.and in this way, we 

can assure a brighter outlook for
1921.

Sir John Crosbie: The same old
story, Mr. Chairman. Give me
your brains and I will work out
the scheme, but, in this case, I am
not going to do it. With regard
to what the Hon. Minister said a-
bout the myself and Mr. Hawes.
He said at that time 1 made the
outright sale, I was Minister of
Shipping, but it was only a few
days afterwards that he himself
was Minister of Marine & Fisher­
ies, and surely must have had as
much influence at I had as Minist­
er of Shipping. Aloreover, it was
he, with Mr. Hawes and Mr. Job.
who grew up the Regulations when
the latter two went down to Port
Union.
Hon. Minister of Marine & Fish­

eries.
The first time Mr. Hawes visit­

ed Port Union was on the day of
the General Election.
Sir John Crosbie: A very good
day he picked to go. He couldn’t
get me and he went after you, and
you fell for him. He winged the
right bird. Mr. Hawes was trying
to combine all the merchants on
Water Street.

I sat at six or seven of the meet­
ings and when Mr. Job came in
with some of the Regulations al­
ready drawn up, I asked him who
drew them up,he said that it had
been done by Mr. Hawes, Mr.
Coaker and himself. That's the
time you were in the hands of the
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Philistines. I never signed Mr.
Hawes’s agreement first nor last.
lion. Minister of Marine & Fish­

eries.
It is claimed you did.

Sir John Crosbie: I signed a let­
ter saying that if the terms of the
agreement were satisfactory to me,
I would consider it, then you came
into town and held 2 or 3 meetings
at which I was not asked to be
present. I was left out because
1 rwas on the Opposition and was
considered dangerous. 1 might tell
what was going on. I knew all a-
bout those meetings nevertheless,
and 1 can tell you now the very
house they were held in. Then
after the Regulations were formul­
ated and put into force, Mr.
Hawes rang me up, it was on Fri­
day. I remember the day very
well. He asked me for an appoint­
ment and I told him he could see
me at the office. He brought the
agreement and sat down opposite
me at my desk. “Sir John, he said,
everything is done, and I want you
to sign this agreement.” I said
“would you allow me the extreme
pleasure of reading it first?”
“There in not much in it” he said,
“but you may read it if you wish
to.” When I had lookd it over, I
said “that’s a nice agreement.” I
have seen only one other like it,-
and that was one I made with a
Spaniard. It was so much to my
own advantage that I was ashamed
to ask him to sign it, and when
I asked the opinion of a legal 

gentleman on it afterwards, he said
it was just as well lor me to have
taken the Spaniard. 1 said -Mr.
Hawes if you think you can buy
me for 4 years, you’d better
change your ideas. You simply
can’t do it.” Hawes doesn’t like
me any too well since, that, but
1 tnink he admires me none the
less just the same, and he would
say to-day that Crosbie is the
brightest man of the bunch. The
whole thing was nothing more or
less than a deal to get the whole
trade into Hawes’s grip. And I
want to tell you, that you signed
that agreement, knowing well that
you were doing wrong, and if you
had it back after you signed it,
you would have acted differently.
1 want to tell you what Air. Hawes
said: “Coaker wanted to know if
Crosbie had signed the agree­
ment.” He was going away on Sun­
day and he rang me up again. I
wished him Bon Voyage but told
him that the agreement had no in­
terest for me. Now, what I want
to know is, if the fact of being
Minister of Shipping at the time
of which the Hon. Minister speaks,
why did not the Minister himself
have the same influence when he
was Minister of Fisheries, Chair­
man of the Railway Commission,
Chairman of the Advisory Board
and all the other things that he
was as well as being recognized as
one of the biggest factors in the
export business, and why again 
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did he allow himself to be caught
in the Hawes net.
lion. Minister or Marine & Fish­

eries.
You had experience of Hawes

before and you knew him for what
he was, but, I did not.

Sir John Crosbie: Well now that
you do know him, let us hope that
you will do something to protect
this country against the Hawes
menace, and keep him from get-
ing control of every cargo that is
sent out of here.
Hon. Minister of Marine & Fish­

eries.
Do you intend to help me pre­

vent his doing it?
Sir John Crosbie: Yes, that is

one thing that you and I agree up­
on. I want to say again that if
you develop some concrete plan
and bring it to me, I will give it
my hearty approval, and do the
best I can to see it carried out for
the sake of the District I represent,
in this House, the people of which,
earn their living largely on Lab­
rador.
Hon. Minister of Marine & Fish­

eries.
Mr. Chairman I just want to ex­

plain the difference that would ex­
ist between a policy such as Sir
John Crosbie suggests, and the
Regulations which we are now a-
bout "to repeal. In the case of the
Regulations, it is true that out­
right sales were insisted on, but
the price was also fived below which
no fish could be sold, but his idea 

is that outright sales be inforced,
which simply means that no fish
could go from here unless it was
already sold, what the price re­
ceived might be, would make no
difference . Why, if we send our
vessels to Barbados for Molasses,
we have to ask what the price will
be, and then before it is taken
out of the vessel, the money must
De paid into the bank, but our
fish goes there without any price
being fixed on it, and we are paid
whatever the brokers like to give
us, months after it discharged, and
for the past few months, we have
been receiving as little as $1.18
for fish going there. It will thus
be seen that there is all the dif­
ference in the world between out­
right sales only, and the old Re­
gulations. What caused the big
trouble with the latter, was that
we fixed the price at which fish
should sell in the different markets
and there is a vast difference be­
tween that, and insisting that the
fish must be sold before it is al­
lowed to go forward. We must
have something to protect the in­
dustry, but of course if a man
wants to sell at 40s. or 50s. that is
his business. What we tried to
prevent by the Regulations, was
cutting prices, but it proved impos­
sible to do even that because the
Regulations were in many cases
ignored altogether because of our
inability to punish for breaches of
the Rules. Now, sir, if we cannot
be assured of getting good money 
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for our fish, how can we go to the
Banks and ask them to make ad­
vances. That is what happened
Harris and others. They sold on
consignment and being unable to
realize on the fish, that they had
sent out, they were refused fur­
ther advances by the Banks. It
was consignments that killed these
people and our exporters of past
generations, and it was consign­
ments that built up Hawes’ bus­
iness in Spain and now enables
him to extend his activities to
Greece where he is now building
big cold storage plants. He will
say to five of six of his friends
here “I will look after your fish
and get you the best price obtain­
able,” and they will send cargoes
on consignment feeling sure they
will be protected at the expense of
the smallers- shippers, and there­
fore he will have nothing to do
with outright sales, because he is
making big money on the consign­
ment system. Greece is the best
market we have for Labrador fish;
Greece has been the salvation of
the shipper of Labrador fish. I
made $30,000 on an outright sale
of a cargo of fish sent to Greece,
and Host $25,000 on another in a
different market I shipped on con­
signment. Consignments mean
that the trade has no solid found­
ation, because there is no money
guaranteed, and all risks are the
shippers. If you know just what
you are getting for your fish, there
is a certain confidence that is oth­

erwise absent, and if- we cannot
establish that confidence, we are
Jost. We must make sure that
Hawes does not get his grip on our
fish the coming season. He is
now worth $2,000,000, chiefly made
from Newfoundland consigned
fish. He of course sends a share
of the profits back to the men
whom he left in on the ground
floor; the men who are his particu­
lar friends, and whose fish takes
precedence over all other.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speak­
er, before this bill passes through the
committee stage I would like to have
a few more words to say regarding
it. I do not think that anything
could have a greater effect than the
fall of the Minister himself. His fall
this afternoon is absolute and piti­
able. The fisherman’s road was go­
ing to be golden, but unfortunately
it is dross. The bill may have some
good points about it, but the way it
was handled and carried out abso­
lutely ruined the fish business of
Newfoundland of 1920. I tried to
point out to the Hon. Minister last
year that gradually he was drifting
into the hands of the Philistines. If
the fishery regulations had not been
enforced and certain exporters had
been satisfied with reasonable profits
we would not be in the hole that we
are in to-day. It was greediness that
did it. They were not satisfied with
5 cents a quintal profit. I could
handle 15,000 quintals Shore fish and
I could'handle Labradoi- fish, and in
some cases I got more than the reg­
ulation prices for my fish, but the
Hon. Minister didn’t handle it for me.
I knew how to handle my fish, but
in the case of the regulations some
people took too much on them, and
they fell by the way side. The bill, as
passed here last year, was not hon­
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est. No man should try ot fill the
dual position that the Hon. Minister
tried to fill last year. He could not

be an exporter himself and deal hou
estly with the other exporters who
entrusted information to him. It was
entirely too much to expect of the
Minister. Every man is going to loolt
out for himself first, and I for one
did not expect the Hon. Minister to
favour me in preference to himself.
But I am glad, Sir, that you have
come in here and repealed the regu­
lations. You are not like the Prime
Minister who had the nerve to come
in here and say that he still favored
the regulations, but he went down to
the Board of Trade and lifted them,
when the Hon. Minister was away.
You would not do it when he was here
You placed the Hon. Minister in a
very hard position, but he did the
very best he could do. I told him he
was drifting into the hands of the
Philistines, and his own brothers in
the Executive turned him down when
he was not here to protect himself.
When the Prime Minister said he was
in favour of the Regulations he was
appealing to the F. P. U.

The Prime Minister in his speech
the other day referred to other ar­
ticles. There is one thing that you
have got to remember about fish. It
is a perishable article, and if the
catch for one season is not marketed

you have the new overlapping the old
You will find that this year is going
to be worse than 1920. The Hon. the
Prime Minister told us a story the
other day about sugar in Canada. He
said there was a lot of money lost,
But what did the Government lose?
The refiners put it up to the Govern­
ment, and the Government refused to
finance the refiners. The refiners
lost $17,000,000.00 and the Govern­
ment lost nothing. It takes the pre­
sent Government of Newfoundland to
throw away money on sugar when
someone has it on his hands and can’t
get rid of it. We have been told that 

the low price of our fish is duo to the
Exchange condition. That is not true
It is sold for sterling money, and
the exchange situation would have
absolutely no bearing in the price of
our fish, unless, of course, it is sent
on consignment.

My private opinion about the fish
business is that it is the main factor
of Newfoundland’s industries, and it
has got to be handled with a great
deal of care and attention. The fish­
erman has got to make a good quality
in order to get a good price. It is
just the same with a barrel of “Five
Roses.’’, but it cannot be done by leg­
islation. I will pay more for good
fish than I will pay for poor fish. It
depends on the fisherman himself,
and all the regulations and all the
inspectors that you want to put on
will not make good fish. And if the
fisherman does not make good fish
he is the one who is going to suffer.
I am personally just as much inter­
ested in the fish business as the Min
ister or any other man. I want to see
something done. The ' Hon. Minister
is absolutely right in some things. If
you will remember the Hon. Minis­
ter had a great opinion of Mr. George
Hawes last year, but I don’t think he
has any opinion now.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I have an opinion, a very
bad one.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You see the
Minister is willing to be honest. Mr.
JIawes handled fish for me once. At
that time I got 20 shillings a quintal
more than the Minister got. I do not
want to harp on the fact that the
Hon. Minister has a poor opinion of
Mr. Hawes, but I do not understand
the Minister when he wrote that ar­
ticle in the Advocate. He must have
had a great change of heart since
then, (reads article.)

There you are I told you before you
were in the hands of the Philistines.

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
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FISHERIES—You have not proven
that from what you have just read.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Yes, you
have said Hawes was a great man.
Well you have said that like most of
us he looked out for himself. Yes you
are correct in changing your opini­
ons. I am glad you are trying to get
rid of him and you are up against a
hard proposition in doing so but
there is one thing to which I want to
take exception to this afternoon and
that is during the debate here the
Prime Minister said he believed in
the regulations and that he would
back the regulations and still this is
the very man who removed them in
your absence. During my short while
here this afternoon I have heard a lot
of debate but what sincerity is there
to it? I want to tell the House and
the country at large that I have pro­
mised to take delivery of ten thous­
and drums from the coopers of St.
John’s to help them out by removing
their stock, and let them have further
employment. All this is due to the
regulations as owing to their enforce­
ment the coopers have not ben able
to get rid of their stock. What has
been said about the Susu is correct.
I want to tell this House and the
whole country at large that I
have not once asked the unions to
rescue their wages. Nor do I now
ask them to rescue them. I did not
know a thing about this strike until
Monday morning when I went down
to my wharf ana found that Mr. Mac­
Donald and two other heads whom 1
have employed all the winter to do
nothing had ’eft without a word to
me about the matter. There had been
no question about wages whatever
but’I wanted the Susu loaded and she
was loaded and she will be loaded
again under similar circumstances.
There is no reason why the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries could do the
same thing and pay the union wages
and if the government were willing
to pay the union rates I cannot see 

why the Portia did not sail. I want
to tell the men of St. John’s that I
for one always want to see them paid
the wages they demand and I will
never object to them. But I crave
the right to run my own premises. If
you were prepared to pay the rates
asked there is no reason why they
were not allowed to work and there­
by have the Portia sail on her way
to the West Coast. I would not have
referred to this matter at all but for
the remark from the gallery that I
was a scab. I want that gentleman
to understand my position and I was
prepared yesterday morning and will
be prepared to-morrow morning to
employ a lot of men and men aggre­
gating about fifty could go to work
to-morrow on my premises if the
question of wage? was not interfer­
ed with. Now I wish to ask the Min
ister of Marine and Fisheries if he
has had any word from Colonel Ber­
nard about the Consorzio?

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—Yes. The message is
to the effect that the Italian govern­
ment has consented to let our fish
enter.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Thank God
for that. We are getting nearer to
something decent again, and I pre­
sume we shall be allowed io sell our
cargoes again as of old. I have a
message also about the Consorzio, in
fact the message is from the Consor-
•z.io. I think it is a great pity we ever
fell like we did in allowing that man
Hawe to cat for us and I think when
the Prime Minister got his photo tak­
en between Hawes and Rasnoli the

whole thing was finished. Still the
Prime Minister believes in the regu­
lations and he would still back them.
I understand from the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries that already all
the inspectors have been paid off and
I take it there is no intention what­
ever to have any inspectors this year
I want the news of this relief to go 
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out to the fishermen of this country
and I am sure the fishermen will
welcome the getting back to the old
way. But I want to ask the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries another ques
tion because the fishermen may still
find themselves in a box and the
question is whether there is any in­
tention of standardizing the fish this
year in the merchants’ stores?

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—No.
’ SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That is an­
other relief. So every man will be.
allowed to take care of his own pro­
perty. That is very nice. We are
getting back to normal. This colony
will save a lot of money when there
is no need of paying those numerous
inspectors, but the fishermen will put
up abetter aritcle than ever when
their products were inspected because
I want to tell this House that last
season the inspectors did not know
their business as they were never
outside the heads, and I never want­
ed an inspector to inspect my fish as
I have bought my twenty years ex­
perience dearly trying hard to rea­
lise what the markets wanted, and I
was forced to register the brand of
my fish, and if the merchants had
been allowed to ship their own
choice of fish they would never had
been any complaints if the qaulity
had been what they represented it to
be. I have been told in this House to
day that I am blue rulnist. When I
see a stone wall I know it is not
made of wood, and for the past twelve
months I have been studying the po­
sition of Newfoundland and to-day’s
position is due to the regulations and
because I depict her situation exact­
ly as I think it to be I am termed a
blue ruinist. And again there is ont
thing the gentleman on the other side
of the House ought to regret and
that is that after the Prime Minister
has seen it his duty to remove the,
regulations he still says he would
back them to the last. But so far as 

being termed a blue ruinist I want to
tell this House and I do not care who
hears it or where it goes, that you
have only seen the shadow of dark­
ness as yet, you have not entered in­
to the real dark situation which is
hanging over your heads. So I am
a blue ruinist because I tell the truth
I always believe in telling the 'truth
because it will appear in the end. I
do not believe in telling white lies. I
suppose if you Mr. Halfyard were
walking straight for a pit and I told
you about it you would term me a
blue ruinist. I am trying hard to keep
you out of it.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF POSTS
—Why do you not let us know your
ideas if you are so anxious to help us
out in the situation?

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE—If I gave
you my ideas they would appear in
the Star and Advocate to-morrow as
yours. I am not going to give them
to you. You and I only have differ­
ent opinions on right and wrong. A
year ago you had all those ideas but
you and your government have for­
gotten all about them since. And to­
day the country is bankrupt. The
other day the Prime Minister got u».
here and said how he was. arranging

' for a loan of one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars to be used by^ the
Municipal Council and when the ques
to reply that he was not successful
tion was asked him he said he had
in raising the loan and as a rejolnde;
he called the Bank of Canada a bunch
of Shylocks. What better answer
thanthat do you want in reply to
your question whether or not I am
a blue ruinist? It is not what we
are going to do about it, it is what
are you and your government going
to do about it? You are the govern­
ment not we. Some insinuations have
been flung across the floor that we
wanted the government. Why we
would not touch it with a forty foot
pole. ' do not want to get into it and
■let those insinuations be flung across 
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again to me. Since those insinuations
have been flung across I have ceas­
ed to desire to become a part of the
government and I want to be on this
side alone, even tho I am the only
one over here.

Then you ask why do we not save
you from yourselves. It is only about
eighteen months ago when R. A.
Squires laid before us his manifes­
to and therein he painted us as the
worst crowd of crooks in the history
of the country, but to-day he says
why do we not save you from your­
selves. And you ask for the ideas we
have in our heads. Of what is that
the proof of? I know that nothing
you can do will save us. Why do you
not suggest something yourselves and
then if we view the suggestion favor­
ably we will assist you. Do what
you may I want to tell the men or
the country that dark days such as
they have never seen and such as
their children will never see again
are ahead of them. I am responsible
for what I am saying and I know the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
knows only too well what I am say-
ingis true. He knows you cannot
solve the problems ahead of you.
When the Prime Minister was look­
inc for the support of the country he
said he would practise economy and
if he had done so, Newfoundland
would not be so bad off as she is to­
day. Let me read to you something
touching on this matter. Take the
railroad problem on which matter the
Prime Minister tried to explain him­
self and try as he may the best he
could say was as follows (reads). Is
not that frightful and the best proof
of that frightfulness is that the coun­
try is loser to the amount of the
sum of two and one half millions of
dollars, and the worst of it is that
we have got to keep the railroad. The
rottenness of it has come down on
you with a vengeance. When you
were taking over the railroad you
were going to put the Reids in their 

proper place. But the result is that
.you are handling the Reids in a far
worse manner than did Sir Patrick
McGrath, Sir Michael Cashin and A.
B. Morine, and you have been caught
badly, but unfortunate for the coun­
try. To-day the railroad is run by
the Commission and hundreds of con­
cessions have been given the Reids.
The railroad will be even worse in

-.Tune and still you have dumped out
\two and one half millions of dollars
of the people’s money on this rotten
railroad What Sir Wm. Lloyd and
Mr. Coaker tried to prevent with re­
gard to the Reids you during the

•. last session made it easy for the Reids
to acquire You gave them liberty to
take all the lands they needed and
many other concessions as well. That
bill introduced by you paved the way
Now we see a big head line in the
Advocate about this wonderful pro­
position about to be inaugurated when
five thousand men will be employed
here shortly and we understand the
Humber mouth lands taken from us
under this bill are the nucleus of the
enterprise, al because tho country
was not protected. And I say it
without fear or contradiction that
the government is not capable of
handling the situation. You have fai
len down on your duty, and you have
wrongfully given the Reids rights
which should never have been given.
Now it just struck me that I am not
the only scab around here as I see the
papers are not running because the
printers are seeking some trifling con
cession. I wish also to remark that
I have been trying to get some infor­
mation from the Department of Agri­
culture and Mines, in otehr word.
from Dr. Campbell. It resembles
drawing out a tooth without chloro­
form. I guess when this informa­
tion is properly tabled there will be
another scandal laid at the feet of
the government. I have nothing
against this Dr. Campbell because he
was boin in Nova Scotia. I have no 
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fault to find with him, but I do say
this that two years ago Mr. Coaker
told the F. P. U., after a convention
held in,that December, that the head
of that department ought to have a
a seat in this House. If he were in
his seat opposite I expect we would
get some satisfaction.

The Railway, may I ask the Hon.
leader, the Chairman of the Railway
Commission, not the Prime Minister
has any policy in this connection
been discussed as to the future. What
are you going to do after the 30th of
June. We have been here 5 weeks
now, and I would be glad if you
would tell me what your ideas are
about it.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—We will have a debate on
the railway question later and will
deal with it in all its phases.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—We have
been here 5 weeks—you and I for
three at least, and it is time your
policy was handed down as this is
too serious a matter to be let drift. It
is something like the Fish Regula­
tions and needs to be moved out of
existence.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—What—the railway.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—No—the
Commission. We want that put out
of business and everything in con­
nection with the operation of the
road got down to normal again. If
you can’t run it, say so, and let the
Reid Nfld. Co. take control of it. If
competent men were in charge Of af­
fairs that would be done. But Instead
of doing that we find the country
saddled as a result of the govern­
ment’s bungling with a debt of two
and a half millions that they are un­
able to find. I would like to know
if the Executive, not the ordinary
members, are awake at all. What
are they doing every night? Are you
going to do anything to try and
solve this problem which is of such
a serious nature? No attempt is be­

ing made to arrive at a solution—is
this state of affairs to continue and
we be allowed to drift helplessly ov­
er the embankment of ruin. What Is
your idea in regard to the coastal
service, the railway policy and in
connection with the future. I do
not want to be kept here all the sum­
mer.

MR. HIBBS—It is time you realized
that yourself and kept to the discus­
sion of the Fish Regulations.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—So you’ve
woke up at last. It whs your master
who brought up the Fish Regulations.

MR. HIBBS.—You will please ad­
dress me as the master of the House.
I am the chairman and I do not want
this House ridiculed.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I am address
ing you alright. Do you want me to
address the audience.

MR. HIBBS—I will call on the
Speaker.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Call him and
let him give me the answers to the
questions I’ve been asking.

MR. HIBBS—Keep to the subject of
debate. You are dealing with an act
to repeal the Fish Regulations.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Has the rail­
way nothing to do with fish? Isn’t
cask fish brought in over the railroad.
Wasn’t it brought in here last year. It
was—and you know the demurrage on
it was something frightful. The amount
of money which was taken from the
fishermen to pay demurrage on the
cars would be q. surprise to you. The
Fish Regulations have caused all the
trouble that we are up against to-day.
The situation would be in proper or­
der if there had been no regulations,
and if the railway were run properly
the fish brought here would be in right
condition. As it is to-day we have to
get great quantities pf coal here from
Sydney to haul fish over the railroad.
Talk about fish—you Mr. Chairman,
ought to be sick of it. I wonder if the

Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
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through you, would tell me what next
year’s prices will be.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—I hope about $10.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You are liv­
ing in hope and will die in fear of it.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES.—We had it last year.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You did for
some but you have a whole lot of trou­
ble coming to you yet over it.

I am sorry to have to talk so much
ab.out fish but what can I do. A ques­
tion has been asked here as to the fish
inspectors on the other side being
withdrawn.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE &
FISHERIES.—The commissioners have
been ordered to return at the 30th of
June. ....................

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I hardly
know what to call them, inspectors or
commissioners, but I am glad you have
done that sir. But still, can’t you get
them back by the 30th of May and save
all their expenses for the month of
June. I think they should be notified
to return at once. I know you are like
me now, anxious to save the money.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—If it was not for the want of
money we would not recall them.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I see—but
the Prime Minister says everything is
alright and Mr. Coaker says we want
the money. Where are we and whith­
er tending. One minute we got lots
of money an'd the next minute we have
to call me n home because of the want
of it. It’s simply awful. Now let us
have a look at this outlay of $500,000
in connection with fish. You will ad­
mit, Mr. Coaker that the giving out of
this was due to the Regulations.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—I will not argue the point.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You know,
sir, that if our business men had been
allowed to sell their fish through New
York as they had always done, there
would have been no need of this $500.-
000.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES.—We could not sell it twice.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You did not
know who was to eat it, whether it was
Greeks or Turks, or Egyptians. If the
New York buyer was willing to offer
$55 a cask for fish why was he blocked
by being asked to put up an exorbi­
tant bond before he could do business
You told us a year ago that your one
idea was the protection of the fisher­
men. What odds was it to you wha.
was paid the shipper here as long as
the fisherman got his $7 or $8 a qtl. If
the shipment of the Labrador fish had
been allowed last year there would not
be such quantities of it lying in the
country to-day belonging to the fisher­
men and others. Members on the
other side of the House have absolute­
ly stated that this money was used to
help the Northern men—I will not say
Union men alone—and I would like to
know why Geo. Harris did not get any
of it. Mr. Targett, when I referred to
this case before, was coming up to my
office to see his letter asking for help,
but I regret to say I have no recollec­
tion of his coming.

MR. TARGETT—There is no Geo.
Harris in my district.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am not sure
if his name is George or Sam, but do
you know the man Harris who was en­
gaged with Mr. Dan O’Neil of Bay de
Verde last year.

MR. TARGETT—I was up to your
office twice but could not get to see
you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Why didn’t
you hand in your name, Mr. Targett.

MR. TARGETT—I am only Targett
and not used to such formalities. You
were not there.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am address­
ing you as Mr. Targett because of the
order of the Chairman. Anyhow, I
will be only too pleased to meet you
to-morrow morning at 10.30 and intro­
duce you to the fish belonging to Har­
ris and others which is still lying in 
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my store where I allowed them to place
it whet they could not sell it. If you
will give $2 a qtl. for it, I will add $4
and then let the government give the
men another ?2. The reason I am
speaking about Harris’ fish is because
he is a good F. P. U. man and marked
his ballot for you in the election and
you should do something to protect
him.

MR. TARGET!'—I don’t care a snap
of my finger whether any man voted
for me or not. I will do all I can for
ill alike. The men of Trinity Bay vote

according to their conscience and are
not to be bribed.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That is beau­
tifully said if I could only take it seri­
ously.

MR. TARGETT—It is the truth.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Is it true that

in one section of your district there
were two operators and when the el­
ection was on one let only your men
into the office to hear the news and
kept the others out.

MR. TARGETT.—That is not true.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Did you ev­

er take an oath in connection with the
Union.

MR. TARGETT—That is my own
business. I always do my best to help
all or any of my constituents.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Alright then;
come up to my premises to-morrow
where their fish is stored and help
them to get clear of it. I will be sur­
prised if you do.

MR. TARGETT.—I will come up and
that won’t be the only surprise you
will get

• SIR JOHN CROSBIE—These men I
speak of had their fish at my wharf for
a week while they were trying to sell
it and after beating the streets always
came back and said they could not set
the Minister of Fisheries. That fish
remains in my store and I advanced
them $4 a quintal on it. I give you the
liberty now sir, to come up and pay
these men as they are writing to me
constantly for assistance. Fish Regu 

lations will go down in history and
will be remembered by our children’s
children as the greatest curse ever
perpetrated on the country. Business
men who should be giving out sup­
plies to-day are out of business be­
cause of the incapacity and evil ad­
vice of the Advisory Board. Mr. Coak­
er knows as well as I do that if he had
come behind the door and taken my
advice we would never have touched
the point of insolvency that we have
reached at present. Mr. Coaker does
not contradict me as he knows I am
right. The regulations brought disas
ter not only to the West Coast but to
the cooper, laborer and truckman of
St. John’s East and West and even to
the men of Paradise who make hoops
as they were unable to sell them. We
will never get over, never survive it,
and whoever is in charge of this colo
ny in the next 12 months will not be
able to take her out of the water as it
is too deep to raise her. The only waj
to save her is by the best brains being
united and doing their utmost for New
foundland. I came here a few even­
ings ago with the best intentions of
doing my best for my country, but I
can’t get up to ask a question without
the man called the Prime Minister fly­
ing at me across the House. I do not
take much notice of him, but I want to
serve notice right here and now that
I will do nothing to help him, no, not
till he “goes west” and I will never be
.united with him for the good of the
country. He may be too smart a man
for men but I reiterate for the infor­
mation of the country that you have
vet only seen the shadow of the dark­
ness. It is only the shadow as yet but
even before we are out of this House
you may realize that far worse is to
come. You can take my name and send
it across to England, to Canada or
wherever you like for this. That is my
opinion backed up by the leading men
of Water Street. Even in the terrible
depression of the Bank Crash you 
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could find men to give supplies for the
fishery, but the names of those who
are doing so to-day can be counted on
3 fingers. Men are saying to-day we
will pay anything for a little in ad­
vance and only a few days ago one
man offered at a Water St. premises
$200 for $100 credit, but was refused.
If Mr. Targett or the others want to
hear the worst, I am unable to de­
scribe it. I am pleased to hear the Reg­
ulations are gone and also the inspec­
tors, and am pleased to hear the Com­
missioners are to go the 30th of June
but yet we have been here five weeks
and nobody knows if the Government
have any policy to offer for the future
or not. The Executive do not know,
neither do the others but they sit
there and listen to the evasions of
their leaders every day. The time will
come when your policy will be demand
ed and if it is not given out to the peo
pie the responsibility will rest with
you. It was said a few days ago by
the Minister of Public Works that the
F. P. U. did not control the Executive
but I would like to point out that the
Executive would not last 10 minutes if
the F. P. U. wanted to vote them out.
That is the power of the F. P. U. there
and in this House, they are a united

body bound to support each other.
When the support passes away the gov­
ernment walks out of the House. You,
Mr. Jennings, are as responsible o-.
the Executive though you may not at­
tend their meetings, because you have
backed their policy. Mr. Small, and
the others who by their support allow­
ed us to be brought to the hopeless
'situation in which we are to-day, are
equally responsible with the Execu­
tive members because you should have
stood up and said the people are suf­
fering through you and I will clear
out. You saw the difficulties of the
people you represent, but yet you en­
tered no protest. Now sir, I have con­
siderable still to say in connection
with the Fish Regulations. I have
only touched on the fringe of it yet. 1

am going over them again from A to
Z, and give their real history, pointing
out the failures, who were ruined by
them and what happened generally v
the people and Newfoundland itself
As it is now 6.30 I beg to move the
adjournment of the House till to-mor­
row.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

.reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

The Prime Minister announced that
His Excellency the Governor, would
receive the Address in Reply at half
past eleven to-morrow morning.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
)».o-morrow morning at eleven of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, May 4th.
The House met at eleven of the

clock in the forenoon, pursuant to ad­
journment.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that in accordance with the intimation
received, His Excelency the Govern­
or would receive the Address in Reply
presently.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the
House proceeded to Government
House, and being returned to the As
sembly Room, Mr. Speaker in formed
the House that His Excellency had re­
ceived the Address of Thanks, and had
been pleased to reply thereto as fol­
lows :

Government House,
St. John’s, Newfoundland.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the

Honourable House of Assembly.
I thank you for your Address in Re­

ply to the Speech, with which your
present Session was opened.

C. ALEXANDER HARRIS,
Governor.

May 4th, 1921.
Mr. Speaker then left the Chair un­

til a quarter past three of the clock.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
MR. ABBOTT.—Mr. Speaker, I ask

leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Bonavista on the sub­
ject of a well. The petition asks that
the sum of fifty dollars be granted to
have this public well attended to. I
may say in connection with this mat­
ter that water is very scarce in Bona­
vista and the people suffer great in­
convenience in consequence. I trust
that the Government will therefore
see its way clear to grant this small
sum for such an important matter.

I have another petition, Mr. Speak­
er, from another section of Bonavista
town, asking for the sum of $150.00
for the purpose of clearing the bould­
ers from a beach known as Ford’s
Beach and otherwise improving it so
as to make it accessible to fishermen
who desire to use it for fishery pur­
poses. In presenting these petitions
I ask that they be referred to the de­
partment to which they relate, and
that petitioners’ requests be acceeded
to in both cases.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to present a
petition from a very great number of
the women of Newfoundland on the
subject of the franchise. With your
permission, Sir, I will read the peti­
tion. (Reads Petition.)

Mr. Speaker, during the short time
that I have had the petitions in my
possession I had not the time to count
the signatures appended to them but
the ladies who handed them to me for
presentation to the House Inform me
that the actual number of signatures 

is 7,485, most of them are those of
women but in many cases they are
also endorsed by men. I have no
doubt that had there been more time,
the number of signatures would have
been very much larger, but there are
still more to arrive and these are ex­
clusive of those obtained last year.

For the information of the House
and hon. gentlemen I will specify the
places from which these petitions
have come. With the exception of my
own district and that of the hon. mem­
ber for Burgeo and LaPoile, I believe
every district in the Island is repre­
sented in the number. Those from
St. John’s, both East and West, are
very largely signed, not only in the
City itself but in the outlying places
as well. The petitions are from the
following places:

ST. JOHN’S CITY EAST AND
WEST.

ST. GEORGE’S—Sandy Point, Curl­
ing, Petries, Corner Brook.

TRINITY—Port Union, W. and M.,
Foster's Point, Clarenville, Belleview,
Green’s Hr., Whitbourne, Catalina, Lit­
tle Catalina.

Petty Hr., Old Perlican (large),
Western Bay, Western Bay W. (large),
Ochre Pit Cove, Bell Island (large),
Carbonear, Noggin Cove (Fogo),
Burnt Cove, Herring Neck, Georges'
Brook, Milton, Traytown, Bonavista,
Grand Falls, Bay Bulls, Trepassey,
Ferryland, Little Bay Islands, Lewls-
porte, Laurencetown, Exploits Three
Arms, Nipper’s Hr., Placentia, Petit
Forte, Sound Island, Burin, Great
Burin, Grand Bank, Fortune, Brigus,
Holyrood, Burgoyne’s Cove, Flat Is­
lands B.B.), Hr. Grace (large), Trout
River (large), Bonne Bay, Norris’
Point, Griquet, Griquet Bay, Sunny­
side, Bay Bulls Arm, Southside (St. J.)

From this it will be seen by hon.
members that the women have gained
a strong foothold all over the Island.

I desire, Mr. Speaker, to say in pre­
senting those petitions that while I 
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present them, I keep an open mind
as to the advisability of introducing a
Bill this session. I have stated this
to the ladies who entrusted me with
the presentation and they understand
that. As to the right of women to
have the franchise, there is no need to
enlarge on that phase of the subject
because it was gone into fully last
year when similar petitions were pre­
sented but the signatures here show
that the cause is gaining strength
daily and it is only a matter of time
when there will be sufficient signa­
tures to commend the matter to the
consideration of the House. I have
only to add in moving these petitions
that they be received and referred to
the department to which they relate;
also, I am requested to ask that the
petitions themselves be returned to
the ladies who presented them. They
have their own reasons for this. Af­
ter petitions have been received by the
House I think the usual custom is for
petitions to remain in the custody of
the House, but I do not think that any
great harm will accrue from acceding
to the request of the ladies, and I ask
that the petitions be returned after
they have served their usefulness
here.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Speaker, I rise
to support the petitions presented by
the Hon. Minister of Justice. I do so
for the reasons that I explained at the
last session. Just as I intimated then
so do I now say, that, as far as I am
personally concerned, the matter is of
no importance to me whether the peti­
tions were signed by one or by one
hundred thousand persons; because,
as the Minister of Justice has aptly
put it, it is only a question of time
when the matter of votes for women
will become a reality. That being so,
it is a question of dealing with the
principle involved. Now the prin­
ciple is either right or it is wrong;
either it is good or it is bad; either it
is an advantage to the community or 

it is not. Personally, I can offer no
objection to the request for the right
for women to exercise their franchise
and there is no just or no valid reas­
on why they should be denied that
right. According to my viewpoint the
situation is this: Woman, apart from
her war record altogether tit would
be quite unnecessary to mention her
splendid work in the great world war,
rather, as a matter of fact, would it
be detracting from the merits of the
petitions) has established her place in
the world to entitle her to equal
rights of the man of to-day. The
State, after all, is simply the home at
large. The average person may feel
like saying that women should not
have a vote for the reason that the
place for a woman is in her home.
But surely the home is the home at
large in the community. Woman has
proven herself to be a prominent fact­
or in every social and moral move­
ment and her activities in these cir­
cles for the uplifting of the communi­
ty is well known. Women are equal­
ly as good and equally as important
as men in the administration of public
affairs in the community, and I think
it ill becomes us as men to assume
that we possess all the administra­
tive ability. Take this House of As­
sembly, for instance. Has any man
got the effrontery to say that, if 30
women had been elected to the House
of Assembly two years ago, they
would not have done just as well as
the present Government has done for
the past couple of years. However, I
say, so that my remarks may not be
taken as levelling a charge at the
Government, that I am quite satisfied
that, if I abandoned my place in this
House to-morrow, it could be filled
equally as well and equally as good
by a woman; consequently, I sub­
scribe to the principle, after giving it
a deal of thought, deliberation and
consideration, that equal rights should
be granted. It is just as well for us 
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to recognize this demand,—this de­
mand of right. What woman asks for
is not a privilege; nor is it some­
thing that we men might be inclined
to think that we have in our own
keeping and which we will or will not
give; but it is a right. I do not see
to-day what process of reasoning
would prompt me to undertake any
other course than to stand by woman
franchise, irrespective of what might
happen when next I go before the
electorate. I am satisfied that this is
a matter of absolute right and I can
give no intelligent answer to any wo­
man ok to any man to-day as to why
a woman should not have a vote. The
day is gone when women are to be
looked upon as possessed of less in­
telligence than men. Sixty years ago
this agitation for women suffrage first
started in the Old Country. The pio­
neer wroker in this movement was
John Stuart Mill. He started the agi­
tation particularly among the English
speaking people. It took a long time
to have the right for women recog­
nized, but eventually, through the un­
tiring efforts of this champion, it be­
comes an established fact. It has been
acknowledged as right now practical­
ly all over the world. At the outset
this idea of the franchise for women
was looked upon as a kind of radic­
al and novel thought, and in fact
right down to the present day condi­
tions have not changed in some sec­
tions. Time there was when we were
prone to look upon women as an ob­
ject purely something to be used by
man for his comfort, to be kept, more
or less, as a servile subject. We find
that in all the walks of life women
have acquitted themselves not in­
ferior to men. In matters of adminis­
tration of commercial, business ok
professional calling; in matters ot
thought or of action, women have at
all times throughout the whole uni­
verse proven themselves as capable as
men. In our own country they have 

shown themselves—and if we are can­
did to ourselves we will admit it—as
being in very many respects our su­
periors. We as men have to admit;
that the greatest counsellor that man
can have is an intelligent wife, and,
after all, she is the one in which he
puts his trust; she is the one whose
advice is listened to more attentively
and more eagerly than that of the
average man. Conditions have ad­
vanced in the country to-day and it is
just as well for us to make up our
minds to meet the situation. We in
Newfoundland to-day should be try­
ing to keep pace with other places in
all the forms of legislation. We are
to-day practically the only English
speaking people where women are
still kept without the franchise. Per­
sonally, as I said before, I have given
a good deal of thought to the matter
and to-morrow I would vote for a Bill
giving equal rights to women in all
respects. We have outgrown the day
when man was lord and master. The
home is of a co-equal status and by
the man and woman working together
in our own families; similarly is the
family at large in the community ot
a co-equal status, and men and wo­
men in the daily affairs of life are
going hand in hand in movements for
the public good.

I support the petitions for the reas­
ons I have indicated, not that they
happen to contain the names of any
ladies in the district that I represent;
rather would I support them if they
came from all other districts except
my own on equally strong grounds
and with equally strong convictions.
The position before us has reached
the stage when we have to recognize
that this Woman Suffrage movement
is no longer a matter of begging a
favour; it is no' longer a matter for
women to be asking something that
men think they have the right to dis­
pose of, a? by an array or circum­
stances we men seem to arrogate to 
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ourselves all the power of depriving
women of their right, but it is a matter
that women should be given their just
rights. I do trust that the Minister
of Justice, who introduced these peti­
tions, will be able to see that, despite
the difficult times ahead of us, an op­
portunity will be found to bring in a
Bill dealing with this important mat­
ter. I will go further and say that a
solution of those difficulties in the
matter of economy particularly, and in
other matters in which to-day the
State is more directly Interested in
this country than ever before, will be
arrived. I think that the day is far
gone for some of us men to be think­
ing that we have got all the business
brains of the world, and I think we
should be only too glad to enlist the
support of all people of thought and
ability to help us to grapple with the
economic and other difficulties that
are confronting us. Women have their
proportionate share of intelligence
and of executive ability. It is not all
confined to men. I am compelled to
recognize that. Experience has shown
that women maintained those high
ideals in the days of the American
War. Consequently, when woman was
able to take her place in the savage
aspect of life with man and later
when it developed that she was found
to be equal to man in all the walks
of life, and in some respects his su­
perior, and because she has shown
herself to be, at least, on the same
footing with man physically, intel­
lectually, morally and socially, I sub­
scribe to the prayer of the petitions
and I hope the day is not far distant
when, by virtue of the age of this Col­
ony and by reason of the fact that this
Colony is no longer going to retain the
old fossilized notion of long ago, wo­
man will be given her right and what
no man has a right to keep from her.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Speaker,
I would like to make a few remarks,
not so much to express an opinion on i 

the relative merits or demerits of the
question, but to comment somewhat
upon how the matter was brought
about. To my mind this is going to
mean a drastic change in the consti­
tution of the country. It is a matter
that, if ever there was a necessity for
a referendum, I think this is one of
the cases where a referendum is ab­
solutely necessary. This bill will af­
fect the voting power of the country
and consequently affects the constitu­
tion. I might say that I was surpris­
ed when the Minister of Justice enu­
merated my own district among the
others where petitions came from, be­
cause those responsible did not do me
the courtesy of mentioning the matter
to me. So far as I am personally
aware of, there is only one petition
from the district of St. George's and
which petition I will present to the
House, and in my attitude here I will
be guided by the views and the senti­
ments of the people of St. George’s
on the question. For the present 1
prefer to follow the lines laid down
by the Minister of Justice, namely, of
keeping an open mind on the ques­
tion. I do not intend to commit my­
self like my colleague, Mr. Higgins.
or, in some respects, to talk about
things in advance as he spoke about
them, because if, for no other reason,
he is better qualified to talk about the
idea of the home and the authority of
the home, than I am. Mr. Higgins
told us in advance that if we had a
woman Government on that side of
the House for the past two years that
things might have been better. That
may be so, my opinion is that it
would be desirable to have an Oppo
sition composed of women from the
point of view of obstruction, such an
opposition would be sure to have the
last word. I should like to know if
it is the intention to bring in a Bill
this year. If it-is, I can get the Min­
ister of Justice to let me have the
umbei’ of localities in my district 
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that petitions came from, so that I
can find out if there is sufficient in­
terest in the movement and so that I
can get some idea of the sentiment of
the people.

MR. MOORE.—Mr. Speaker, I would
like to make a few observations on the
subject matter now before the Chair.
When petitions were brought in here
last year, and a Bill introduced by
Mr. Eox. member for St. John's East,
in relation to this very important mat­
ter, I gave both petitions and Bill my
utmost concurrence. At that time
some hon. gentleman on the other side
of the House thought fit to move that
the measure be given the six months
hoist, and, unfortunately, his motion
was carried. Now I see no reason
whatever why I should alter my
opinion to-day. The ladies of New­
foundland do not ask for any special
favour or any special privilege; but
equal rights with men. Consequently,
I am prepared to stand by the wo­
men in their fight for their just rights
and I have but to say “God bless
them in their work and I hope they
will succeed." They have my heartiest
support.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker,
I would like to have to add a few
words in regard to these petitions, and
1 want to say to the House and to the
country at large that I am fully in
accord with the petitions, as I would
like to see the ladies given a right to
vote. I understand from the remarks
of the Attorney General that he is in
sympathy with this movement. That
being so I would suggest to him that a
Bill be brought in and have an ex­
pression of opinion on it and decide
whether women shall or shall not
have the right to vote, then, if hon.
members feel that they cannot pass
that Bill, adopt the suggestion given
by Mr. MacDonnell,—have a referen­
dum. I do not think it is fair to have
these ladies coming in here year after
year with petitions and immediately 

after have them thrown aside for an^
other six months or so. I take it
that they demand better treatment
than that, and I repeat the suggestion
that a Bill bo brought in giving th*'
matter a fair test. I do not intend to
enlarge upon what my hon. friend,
Mr Higgins, has said, suffice it to say
that the granting of women the right
to vote is absolutely what other coun­
tries are doing, and I want to say
again to the ladies, to this House and
to the country generally that I an.
perfectly in accord with the movement
and that I am prepared to supj) jrt
Women’s Suffrage.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Speaker, before the
motion for the petition is put, I might
say that I did not have the advantage
of Ushr.ing to th? remarks of the
H-m. Minister of Justice. Might I ask
the Minister whethei <.r not it is the
intention of the Government or of any
member of his party to bring in a
Bill this year?

HON. MINISTER Hl JUSTICE.—I
Jo net know what the opinion of the
Government is as a Government.

'.lit SOX.—Is it your own personal
.at' i.tio;. to bring in a Bill?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—No.
MR. FOX.—I regret that very much

and I do not think that there was any
necessity for presenting this petition.
On merit there should not have been
any necessity. It is merely prolong­
ing the agony for these people who
are demanding something that is not
a favour, but merely a right entitling
them to vote. For the present I will
refer to what happened last year.
There was no justification whatever
for the position taken by the Govern­
ment then, and the matter was not
forced as it might have been for one
reason and one reason only, namely,
that it was promised privately, and,
more or less, publicly—and I have an
idea that the Minister of Justice is
not without implication in the matter
—that a Bill would be presented this 
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year. I think that the ladies who are
behind tills movement recognized that;
it the Bill failed last year that it was
certainly going to be presented and
passed this year by this House. If
that was the decision then why go
back upon it? The arguments in fav­
our of the measure need no comment
from me. My hon. friend, Mr. Mac-
Donnell, stated that he was not pre­
pared to discuss the merits and de­
merits of the measure. Well in my
opinion there is no need to discuss
them. There is no reason why the
women of Newfoundland should be
kept from voting any more than the
women all over the rest of the Brit­
ish Empire should be kept from vot­
ing. To-day all over the Empire, with
a few exceptions I think, women are
allowed to exercise the franchise and
we are refusing them the right to do
so. We are occupying that exception­
al position of refusing this right.
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and
England, all have conceded that right.
Last year the Government said that
they would be in a position to deal
with it this year. In other words, the
Government was going to give it in
one breath and in another they fall
down under it. The matter is too seri­
ous to be trifled with, because trifled
with is what is being done. I do not
think that it requires any great cour­
age on the part of the Government to
decide whether they shall or shall not
pass this measure this year. The
measure was voted down by the Gov­
ernment, as a whole, last year; the
only party that supported it was the
Opposition, and I am sure that the
Opposition, as a whole, would support
a Bill if it was brought in this year. I
understood and my impression was
that the Government was sincere in
their promise last year—because they
certainly gave out the promise—that
a Bill would be brought down this
session. If the Bill had been passed
last year there would be no necessity 

for bringing in this petition this year.
I do not think that that speaks well
for the sincerity of the Government.
It is a Government matter because it
was turned down by a Government
vote. I understood from the Minister
of Justice last year that it was the
intention to bring in a Bill this year.
If I remember rightly, in conversa­
tion with the Minister of Justice, he
put me under the impression that if
the Bill did not get Government as­
sent last year that he would support it
this year, and I am sorry that he has
seen well to change his mind. After
looking around among the Govern­
ment ranks, personally I thought that
the Minister was sincere in this mat­
ter. In recognition of the war ser­
vices performed by the women and
looking at the matter from a more
broader viewpoint, I do not think that
we should withhold from them for one
single day this concession that they
ask for. From every viewpoint I
think it will be found that they are
entitled to vote; and if you look
around in every section of the elect­
orate at present, I do not think from
the standpoint of experience or ex­
ecutive ability that women are in any
apologetic position whatever. I think
they can justly claim as much privi­
leges as men in this dominion, be­
cause they have shown themselves
equal to any situation that might arise
in the national affairs of the coun­
try. I ask that the Government forget
any party feeling in this matter and
I ask that they justify the position
that they took last year; because I
see no earthly reason for a referen­
dum. The attention of the electorate
will never be concentrated on it; it
will always assume a political guise.
From the passage of the Reform Bill
in England, I think it will be conced­
ed on all sides that the Women’s Suf­
frage Bill began a political reform in
the world. We cannot wink it out of
sight. It is coming and why not this
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Government pass it and have don>
with it. It would have come last
year with better grace, but it would
be stili better that a Bill be passed
this year than to have it forced upon
the Government later. I think it a
shame that women should be trifled
with in this fashion and I regret that
the matter should be discussed from a
party viewpoint. Last year this mat­
ter was not alone treated disrespect­
fully in this House, but was treated
contemptuously by certain parties
would I could enumerate, but I would
be delaying the House by doing so. I
want to point out that, in looking at
this matter from a broad and national
viewpoint, instead of getting the wo­
men to give reasons why they should
be given the right to vote, I think the
Government should be put upon their
defence and to show the reasons why
they should not give it to them. That
is the position. These people should
not have to come here on bended knes
as if begging a favour, they are not
begging, it is their right they ask for,
and you should have to show to these
people an adequate reason why they
should not get this right. I appeal
to Mr. Warren, the Minister of Justice,
and to the Government as a whole, to
carry out the promises that they
made to the women last year, and I
ask each member of the Government
to seriously reconsider the situation
and try to bring a measure before this
House to fulfil the promises that they
made last year to the women of the
country, to perform their duty as I
regard it and give to the women the
right'they are .demanding, it is not a
favour they are asking but a right
and the Government have no right to
withhold it from them.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker. I
trust Sir, that the statement made by
Mr. Warren when he presented this
petition this evening, to the effect that
these petitions would he handed hack
to the ladies at their request, will be 

the termination of this movement. The
fact of having before us to-day a pe­
tition signed by seven thousand wo­
men of the country warrants this Leg­
islature’s taking careful and serious
consideration of this very important
question, and I rise for the purpose of
endorsing the remarks made by my
colleagues on this side of the House,
and I think some steps should he tak­
en towards bringing about a realisa­
tion of this petition. The women of
Newfoundland stand second to none
in the British Empire. In every other
part of the Empire to-day Woman
Suffrage is on the Statute Book. It
has been in Canada for some years,
since the early part of the War. As to
experience in the working out of that
enactment I have little knowledge, but
I sympathise with the contentions put
forward by Mr. Higgins of woman’s
power in the Home, and as he says the
Home Land is the home of the com­
mon people and women should be giv­
en a chance to influence its govern­
ment. This question is one that calls
for great consideration, and of course
while it would be impossible for any
member to commit himself to support
a measure that might have undesii
able features it is the duty of the gov­
ernment to take some steps to per­
fect a measure that will meet the re­
quirements of the petitioners. This
country is peculiarly situated with a
far flung coast line of hundreds of
miles with many sparsely populated
localities, because of its geographical
make up and this measure would great
ly effect its voting power, but surely
this Legislature composed as it is of
representatives fo all parts of the
country have enough intelligence to
sit here and frame a measure that will
be acceptable to the country and the
•women. I therefore wish to say that
on general principles I give the peti­
tion my support, and trust that the

■time is not far distant when a Bill
will be introduced to bring about the 
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desire o£ the ladles of Newfoundland
and to put them on an equal footing
with the men, their more favoured
brethren, I regret that I have not
with me a petition sent to me by some
of the Electors of St. John’s West. I
didn’t know these petitions were being
presented this afternoon. This is the
only one I have received or my col­
leagues either, and it was signed by
twelve or fourteen people, but I under­
stand that among the papers in the
hands of the Minister of Justice are
petitions from my constituents In St.
John’s West, and I will be glad to
digest them, and see the movement as
it affects my own constituents.

I regret that any political shadow
has been introduced into this matter.
The Minister of Justice introduced and
presented this petition not as a repre­
sentative of the Government, but as a
representative of his own constituency
and because he was asked to do so.
Any member opposite would have done
the same thing or any member on this
side though we might not be able to do
it with the same grace as he did, and
when opportunity offers I shall pre­
sent to the House the petition sent to
me a few days ago, to which I have
already referred. This is not a party
measure and there is no party line or
division. As to whether the govern­
ment does or does not support the pe­
tition is a matter upon which I cannot
express an opinion. With the general
principle of it we all agree, and with
Mr. Bennett I feel that the practical
application of it may be satisfactori­
ly worked.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Mr
Speaker. I desire to confirm the obser­
vations which I made on this matter
last year. The first point was brought
out just now by Mr. Higgins. The prin
ciple of this may be right or wrong,
and with him I agree that the prin­
ciple is right. The second point is the
application of a measure of that sort
to Newfoundland, and with Mr. Ben­
nett I agree it is a matter for caretui 

consideration in view of local condi­
tions, and while I do, not go as far as
Mr. MacDonnell in his statement that
a Referendum is necessary, neverthe­
less he is correct when he suggests the
possibility of this Bill making a great
change in the administration, re-dlstr»
tributlon of seats, etc.

When I was in London last year I
took up the matter with some ladles,
Suffrage for women and its resulting
conditions in England, and I consulted
a London Barrister and got him to
draft for me of the existing Legisla-
lation in that connection in England,
also in Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand. It apeals to me as a propo­
sition quite feasible, not only just and
fair but quite feasible having regard
to local conditions, that men and wo­
men in the matter of voting should be
on an equal basis. Women have to
bear their share of public taxation in
an indirect sense, she has to bear hei
share of responsibility of the commu­
nity not perhaps in the same way as
a man but indirectly to an equal ex­
tent. She has to bear a greater share
of Home responsibility than man and
upon the home to a greaetr extent
than even depends the life, morality,
industry and success of the communi­
ty. I feel therefore, that a measure
giving women an opportunity to take
her part in public affairs may be of
major benefit to the community as a
home. The principle I feel everyone
concedes, and the working out I think
can be made quite successful.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
Sir M P. Cashin gave Notice of

Question.
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act to 
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amend Chapter 1G2 of the Consolidat­
ed Statutes (Third Series- entitled ‘Of
the Prosecution of the Seal Fishery"'
was introduced and read a first time,
and it was ordered that it be read a
second time on to-morrow.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Mines, if
it is the intention of the government
'to purchase any more live stock, and
if sc. what appropriations will be set
aside for this purpose.

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Minis
ter of Marine and Fisheries to lay on
the Table of the House a statement
showing the number of firms supply­
ing oil to Lighthouses in this Domin­
ion—also stating price paid for same

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, if Mr. E. Collishaw has been
commissioned or is to be commission­
ed by the government to visit Canada
and the United States with a view co
the disposal of stock of pit props cut
during the past winter by various par­
ties under the government’s agree­
ment or guarantee to pay for the same
at the rate of six dollars per cord, and
if so to lay on the table of the House
a copy of all correspondence between
the government and Mr. Collishaw in
relation to this matter.

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs if any
amounts have been paid to any mem­
bers of the staff of the Postal and Tel­
egraphs in this city since the first of
July last, and if so to state for what
purposes, and to lay on the Table or
.the House a statement giving the
■names of the officials who have receiv
ed such extra compensation, and the
amounts paid to them for the ten
months from July the 1st, up to April
30th.

MR. VINICOMBE asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to
lay on the Table of the House a state­
ment giving an estimate as exact as
possible of the losses caused to the
coopers and other workmen of this city 

the past eighteen months through the
crippling of the staple industry of this
Country by the Fish Regulations
which are now being repealed.

MR BENNETT asked Hon. the Min.
of Marino and Fisheries to lay on the
Table of the House a statement show­
ing the quantity of codfish in the col­
ony at the present time, according to
the statistics kept by his department.
specifying as closely as possible the
quantities of the different grades for
the different markets—(a) Greece, (b)
Italy, (c) Spain, (d) Portugal, (e)
Brazil, (f) West Indies, setting out
specially the quantity of Labrador fish
particularising the quantity remain­
ing of the stock purchased on account
of the government last fall, and if he
can give any idea where and when and
at what figure this Labrador fish is
likely to be disposed of, or whether he
is making any arrangements with the
farmers in this country for the pur­
chase of the same for fertilizer?

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Posts and Telegraphs what is
the position of Mr. Samuel Bradbury
in his department, when he was ap­
pointed, what salary he draws, and
what qualifications he possesses for
the woik he is engaged to perform?

MR. SINNOTT asked the Minister of
Public Works if Mr. Samuel Churchill,
Deputy Superintendent of Public
Works, is now absent from this Colo­
ny on any mission for the government
if so, what is the nature of the same,
and what allowance, if any, has been
made him in connection with the
same?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of Hon
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
who was the Minister of the Crown,
who instructed the Deputy Minister of
Finance to draw a cheque to obtain
from the funds of the Colony the mo­
ney to pay for the cargo of salt
brought by the S.S. “Tuckahoe" to
Port Union last year and why no Or­
der-in-Council was obtained to author­
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ise this payment being made. Also to
state what protection i£ any, exists if
this practice is to be permitted, to
prevent a dishonest Minister from se­
curing possession of the entire credit
balance of the Colony and misapplying
it for his own purposes, and if the
government proposes to take any steps
to amend the Audit Act, so as to pre­
vent a repetition of this irregularity
and possibly disastrous consequences
to the country in the future?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs
(a) Wliat is the total amount of the

temporary loan obtained by the
government after the close of the
last Session, from the Bank of
Montreal? ....

(b) How much if any, of this sum re­
remains at the present time?

(c) To table a statement showing all
payments made out of this
amount to date, to whom such
payments were made and the pur­
pose of such payment.

(d) Will a further loan be required
in the near future?.

(e) If so, when and to what amount?
(f) Is it proposed to obtain such a

loan from the Bank of Montreal
in the form of a temporary ad­
vance, or is it intended to intro­
duce a Loan Bill?

(g) In the latter case why—has no
attempt been made to put on the
market the Loan authorized last
session?

. (h) If conditions have been unfavoi
able for floating that Loan, what
is the prospect of floating an ad­

ditional loan now?
(1) Is it the intention of the Govern­

ment to attempt to obtain a Loan
from the Imperial Authorities.
and is it proposed to agree to a
suspension of the Constitution of
this Colony, in order to obtain
the same, and if not, what steps
does the government propose to

take to prevent the bankruptcy
in the near future?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he is aware that
there is a flagrant violation of the
Prohibition Act at the present time,
both in the city and in many outports,
if it is a matter of common report that

ithe principal parties associated with
this movement are strong supporters
of the present government, and claim
to have assurances that no prosecu­
tions will be initiated against them;
if there is any warrant for this report,
and if not, what steps does the Gov­
ernment propose to take to enforce the
law? If the Prime Minister is aware
that smuggling on a widespread scale
is being practised on different parts
of the coast, and if it is the intention
to employ any of the government stea­
mers now lying idle in this port at a
heavy expense, in enforcing the Rev­
enue and Liquor Laws?

MR. WALSH asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries for a detailed
statement showing how many extra
hands were employed by the Marine
and Fisheries department, since No
vember the 15th 1919, to date, giving
names of each person employed, the
amount of salary paid each, and the
nature of their work.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries for an item
ized account showing the cost for all
repairs made to his Department since
November the 15th, 1919, to date. Al­
so the amount of furniture installed
and cost of same. ,

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries for a de­
tailed statement showing all monies
paid by his department to E. G. Stone,
from July 15th, 1919 to date.

DR. JONES—Might I be permitted
to say a word or so in connection with
this matter of the epidemic in Placen­
tia Bay. I had a conversation with Dr.
Chishold and he told me that the peo­
ple there are suffering from malnutri­
tion and if they are not properly treat­
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ed and promptly they will be put out
of business for some months at least.
This matter is of great urgency. Dr.
Chisholm told me that he was going
to approach the government on the
matter. I ask that Dr. Chisholm’s re­
port be acted upon immediately be­
cause if it is not the people around
that section may be put out of busin­
ess permanently. It is essential to
have them recover to have the proper
foods immediately shipped to those
points in question. No better man than
Dr. Chisholm could handle the) job.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—May I ask the
Minister of Shipping where the Daisy
is?

THE HON. MIN. OF SHIPPING.—
She will be at Placentia to-morrow
morning.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—The
government appreciates very much the
attitude taken by the Opposition in con
nection with this matter. Under the
circumstances perhaps the House will
permit me to relate the facts. I have
to say that the department of public
charities has for some time past been
receiving reports from the various Re­
lieving Officers and they have been in­
structed to investigate and handle the
situation and it has been done with
satisfaction. With respect to Placen­
tia Bay the Relieving Officer is Mr.
Leonard and he has got in touch with
the department of Public Charities and
both himself and the Commissioner of
Charities and Magistrate Sullivan have
been in communication and it was de­
cided to send sufficient supplies of
flour, tea, sugar and molasses to re­
lieve the distress in that neighbour­
hood. A little while ago a report came
in from various sections and Dr. Chis­
holm was ordered to attend to matter
but up to three o’clock this afternoon
the report had not been received from
him. I have had the privilege of an in­
terview with two prominent residents
of that district in conjunction with
Mr. Leonard who has come into town
to get direct information from the De­

partment of Public Charities. He stat
ed that a supply of potatoes is required
and with a slight addition of other ne­
cessaries they were quite sufficient. It
was also decided that instead of the
Poor Relief Officers handling the stuff
it was thought advisable to have them
dispensed through Mr. Leonard thru
the Road Boards so that those receiv­
ing supplies would have a chance of
working it out in the ordinary course.
This has been tried in other constitu­
encies and it worked satisfactorily so
that those getting relief were not un­
der compliment to the government.
The suggestion os to getting reports
from the various sections is an admir­
able one and very much appreciated.
The reports we have been receiving
have been very efficient and complete
as the Relieving Officers in question
are very experienced. Mr. Leonaro
has been doing the work for a very
long time and gives the utmost satis­
faction. I think the sum of seven
thousand dollars has been sent the
various sections covering quantities of
flour, sugar, tea and molasses.
could not get the exact figures from
the Relieving Officer but will have
them by to-morrow at noon. Dr. Chis­
holm has not yet handed in his re­
port, but he is to be sent back to look
after the necessary cases. The sug­
gestion that the patients be brought on
to the hospital is not now necessary
to be followed as the doctor will be
able to look after them in their homes.

MR. FOX—Does not the honorable
leader of the government think out it
advisable that immediate relief be for­
warded without waiting upon other de
velnpments in this matter?

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—
Relieving Officer has been in town and
I had a conference with him in con­
junction with Father Fyme and Mag­
istrate Sullivan and it was decided
that the Relieving Officer look into the
matter.

MR. FOX—If the reports of the mem
bers for this district are as serious as 
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they purport to be the matter should
be given attention right away, and I
think the suggestion of the leader of
the Opposition and Sir John Crosbie
that the ship should be sent to-morrow
morning should be acted upon. I un­
derstand from Dr. Jones that it is not
so much the necessity for medical at>
tendance as it is for food. If they are
well fed there will be no need for me­
dical attendance.

MR. SULLIVAN—I might say that
*with regard to the reports that they
can not be overestimated.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I think it
is a pity to overlook the opportunity
of recalling the steamer. In fact food
could be sent by train. There is more
than one place to be reached and if you
recall the steamer and place Mr. Dee
in charge you cannot make any mis­
take.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—
With reference to question one I have
to say that it is not the intention of
the government to purchase any more
live stock and that there will be no
appropriation for that purpose. I beg
?o lay upon the table of the House the
reply to question two. As to ques­
tion three I must say that Collishaw
has riot been commissioned nor has
the matter been considered by the gov
ernment at all. As to question four
the answer is in state of preparation.
As to question seven I will take a me­
mo in accordance with Mr. Bennett’s
request to-morrow.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—I
beg to table the reply to number five.
As to question six the department is
trying to secure the information and
will furnish it as soon as possible. As
to the. ninth question the matter has
been called to the attention of the Au
ditor General and he has been asked
for a report. As for question ten, the
total amount of the temporary loan ob
talned from the Bank of Montreal was
one million and one half under last
year’s loan bill at five per annum. As
to A. & B. one million and one quarter 

went to the railway commission and
one quarter of a million to the Surplus
Trust account. As to D.B.F.G.H.I. it
is the intention of the government to
submit a loan bill during the present
session. As to E. it is impossible for
me at this moment to state the amount
Some time ago as to the floating of
loan in London it was very satisfac­
tory as to the price of the bonds but
owing to the state of the Exchange it
was not so satisfactory. The govern­
ment has no intention to obtain loan
from the Imperial Authorities, and I
regret that a question of this sort
should have been asked in this form as
it will go abroad to our detriment.
With reference to question eleven, I
am not aware of any flagrant viola­
tions of the Prohibition Act either in
the city or the outports, but as there
may seem to be some semblance of
truth in this matter I have asked the
Inspector General to furnish me with
a report. I have heard no report
whatever that those connected with
any violations if any are strong sup­
porters of the government. I am not

’aware that smuggling is being prac­
tised. but as it suggests some truth I
have asked the assistant collector of
Customs to let me have a report on
that matter.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—That part
of the question dealing with smuggling
you cannot answer. I guess you do not
know that West of Cape Race there is
no protection for the revenue service
You cannot make a statement with re-
■gard to what smuggling is going on.
Perhaps you do not know that many
vessels have a few months ago gone
into St. Pierre and got all their sup­
plies and there was no one from the
Customs to look after our interests.
Therefore you cannot answer that part
of the question.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—It
wil take some time to prepare the an­
swers to questions 13 and 14. I have
received a reply to question ten, on or­
der paper of April 28th, I table the 
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original document and I will be glad
that it is safeguarded.

I intended to go ahead with the
third and fourth items on the Ordei
Paper but as my honourable friend Sir
.John Crosbie has requested that they
l>e deferred in the absence of the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries I con­
sent but I would like permission tho’
to say a few words with regard to fish
ery regulations. I feel sure that Sir
John did not intend to leave the House
under any misunderstanding with re­
gard to the matter dealing with the re
moval of the fishery regulations to
which he referred to yesterday and in
that connection I think that in jus­
tice to him and in justice to myself I
should inform the House of the actual
facts. Sir John used words to the ef­
fect that in the absence of the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries the exe­
cutive council has discredited the fish­
ery programme and caused the remov­
al of the fishery regulations. That is
the statement that came from Sir John
but I feel sure that he did not intend
to leave any such impression on the
House or elsewhere because the truth
of the matter is entirely different.
Shortly before the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries left town the Codfish Ex
portaticn Board held under view cer­
tain changes with regard to the Euro.
pean markets. It is not true that the
Governor in Council annulled any
rules, promulgated any regulations
modified or cancelled any scheme com
ing from the Board. Anything done
by the • Executive Government was
done on the instruction of the Board.
The day the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries left town he sent a set of
resolutions to the government show­
ing how the board were contemplating
certain changes. These changes were
forwarded by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to the Committee in
Council that day and they were con­
sidered the same evening. But in view
of the fact that those changes sent up
by the Minister of Marine and Fisher­

ies were not signed by the secretary
of the Board they could not be ac­
cepted and dealt with by the Execu­
tive Council. In other words until the
decision of the Board was properly
.communicated to the Committee in
Council it could not be considered. Be
cause the Minister was leaving town
by steamer that day he did not sign
them and they were sent back to have
the office formalities complied with.
The members of the board then held
a meeting and endorsed the change. It
was not unanimously signed as the
whole number of the members were
not capable of being present owing to
the fact that some of them were oui
of town. But when the record was
properly completed and the decision
properly brought before the Commit­
tee in Council then only did the mat­
ter come up for the consideration of
the Committee. But I wish it to be
understood that the decision was the
decision of the exporters of fish. A
meeting then was called for to take
place in the Board of Trade Council
Chamber under the presidency of the
Governor and every one interested in
the subject was invited to attend and
voice bis opinions. The records of
the Board was communicated to that
body of representative persons and Sir
John Crosbie was not there as he was
sitting outside the large Council
with Mr. Collishaw and he said he din
not intend to go in and at that meet­
ing the communication of the Board
was approved so that out the state­
ment that the regulations were remov­
ed without the knowledge of the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries is en­
tirely incorrect. I feel that this ex­
planation will relieve any misappre
henslon which may have been the re
suit of Sir John’s statement which per
haps was made on the account of a
lack of knowledge of the facts. Owing
to the printers’ strike it has been im­
possible to get that bill printed and
the same thing applies to the other ag-
genda. I hope to have the bill to-mor­
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row so I move that the balance of the
order paper be deferred to to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY. May 5th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant.to adjourn­
ment.

MR. SAMSON.—Mr. Speaker, I beg
leave to present a petition from the
people of Friday's Bay, asking for a
sum of three hundred and fifty dol­
lars for the purpose of repairing a
wharf there; also I have a petition to
present from the inhabitants of Lit­
tle Bay, asking that the sum of two
hundred dollars be allocated to repair
the roads leading from Patrick’s Cove
to the Church of England Cemetery.

MR. SCAMMELL.—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition from
St. Anthony East on the subject of a
breakwater. I would ask that it be
received and referred to the depart­
ment to which it is related.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Mr. Speaker, I beg to
lay upon the table of the House re­
plies to questions Nos. 6 and 7, of
April 27.th, asked by Sir Michael Cash­
in; and to question No. 11 of April
28th, asked by Sir John Crosbie.

MR. HIGGINS. — Mr. Speaker,
through the courtesy of the Prime
Minister, I wish to present a petition
from the inhabitants of Bauline, re­
questing a special grant for the pur­
pose of making a road suitable for
motor trucks to go into Bauljne. In
supporting this petition, I would like
to point out to the Minister of Pubilc
Works, into whose department this 

petition will be committed, that it
would be a most beneficial act if some
arrangement was made to divert some
of the road grant to that purpose.

Bauline is peculiarly situated. The
telephone connection which was put
there some time ago has proved of
great service. Lying as it does down
along the coast of the seashore it is
impossible for anything like a motor
truck to get within three-quarters of
a mile of the stages. In Bauline we
have some of the best fish killers on
the shore. It is a settlement which
through the industry of the fishermen
is perhaps per capita one of the best
in the district of St. John’s East. Pre­
viously there the people had been
bringing their fish to town by boat
and they can only bring it in small
loads, and the motor truck will prove
there to be of as much benefit as it is
to Pouch Cove, which settlement was
in the same position a few years ago.
It established a communication with
town and is a great aid in getting sup­
plies to the people there. I can vouch
from personal knowledge of the place
that the allocation of this small am­
ount towards this road will have bene­
ficial results. The Minister of Pub­
lic Works will find out from Road In­
spector Parsons if he wished that it
will not take much for blasting oper­
ations. I support the petition and ask
that it be given the consideration of
the Government.

MR. VINICOMBE—I wish to support
the petition presented by Mr. Higgins.
I assure you that it is a petition which
should receive due consideration. The
difficulty of the fishermen there has
been that because they could not get
a motor truck there they have had
to load their fish in quarter loads and
bring it up here, thereby entailing a
lot of extra labour and loss of time.
I hope that the Government will see
its way clear to grant this amount
asked for in the petition.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the Min- 
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istor of Marine and Fisheries to lay
on the Table of the House all cable­
grams, letters and other correspond­
ence from the Trade Commissioner,
Col. Bernard, in Italy, since taking up
his position there, in order that the
House and the Country may have an
opportunity of learning the quarters
from which this Country suffered
competition in respect to its fisheries,
the nature and extent of this competi­
tion and the ruinous consequences of
the fishery policy altogether.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries if his
attention has been called to a tabular
statement published in the Daily News
of March 21st, past, showing a com­
parative statement of the shipments
of dry codfish to Brazil for the first
three months in each of the past
eleven years, and to ask him if he has
any explanation to offer for the very
marked reduction in the shipments
from Newfoundland to that country
for the first three months of the pre­
sent year.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Minister of Education (1) Why it is
that the good things to come in Edu­
cation, as promised last year are now,
as they were then, merely under con­
sideration by the Government; (2)
Does he honestly believe that it is
more desirable to continue the top-
heavy educational administration, in
these times of stress, than to use the
money devoted to those salaries, for
the purpose of carrying out some part
of the promised educational pro­
gramme of last year?

MR. MOORE asked the Minister of
Public Works how much money has so
far been spent on the laying of the
new water service from Petty Harbor
ponds to the Sanatorium and Lunatic
Asylum, (a) for labour, (b) for pipes
and how much more will be required
to complete the undertaking, (c) for
labor and (d) for pipes?

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Minis­

ter of Marine and Fisheries, in view
of his statement yesterday, that all
the Trade Commissioners now on ser­
vice abroad are to be required to re­
turn here by June 30th, to lay on the
Table a statement of all amounts paid
in connection with this service from
the appointment of the first of these
Commissioners up to the 30th of Ap­
ril, and an estimate of the amount
required to pay salaries, travelling
and other expenses back to this Col­
ony, and any other amounts required
■in connection therewith up to the
30th of June next, and also to say if
it is intended to abandon all votes and
terminate all expenditures in connec­
tion with this service after that
date?

MR. SINNOTT asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, if his attention has been cal­
led to an article reprinted by the Ad­
vocate last week from the “Boston
Transcript” purporting to be an in­
terview with Messrs. J. M. Devine and
E. Collishaw while at Washington, in
regard to our fisheries, and if the de­
clarations attributed to them repre­
sent the views of the Government, es­
pecially in regard to the matter of
Prohibition, inasmuch as they are
quoted as authority for the view that
the present Prohibition Act is to be
repealed or modified in such a way
that Newfoundland will become a re­
sort where foreign tourists can ob­
tain liquor in unlimited quantities and
does the Prime Minister consider that
to picture Newfoundland in this guise
is calculated to redound to the credit
of the country?

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries to lay on
the Table of the House a statement.
showing to what extent the Colony is
obligated by Statute to pay interest on
the Capital Stock of Shipbuilding Com­
panies in this country, the time when
such obligation began in each case
and the time when it will end, the
amounts if any, paid towards such 
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guarantee of interest for the financial
years, 1918, 1920 and what shipbuild­
ing construction is in progress at the
present time in the different concerns
for which the Colony lias assumed this
obligation.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister in the absence of Hon. the
Minister of Finance and Customs, if
any parties acting as agents of In­
surance Companies in this Colony and
required by law to deposit securities
with his Department for the protec­
tion of those insured have been grant­
ed permission by himself or by the
Government to withdraw any of these
securities from the custody of his
Department and if so why, and if in
that event it is intended to require
them to deposit any other securities
for the protection of the insured, and
if so to what extent.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Agriculture and Mines,
what is the cost to the Colony of the
publication of the Annual Report of
the Department, how many copies of
the Report have been published, and
what has been the cost of same, and
to lay on the Table of the House the
bill for the same, and to say, whether
in view of the severe financial depres­
sion, at the present time, the publi­
cation of this Report could not have
been abandoned without any serious
drawbacks resulting.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister what progress has
been made by himself and the Muni­
cipal Council in the matter of obtain­
ing a loan of $150,000.00, which loan
was refused by the Royal Bank, and
if it is the intention of the Govern­
ment to take any other steps to se­
cure this money for the City.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister what legal advisers
were obtained by the Government to
ask for it in the drafting of the con­
tract with the Dominion and Nova

Scotia Steel Companies now before
this House, and what payment was
made to them, or is to be made to
them for their services in that ca­
pacity.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts, and Telegraphs to
lay on the Table of the House a state­
ment showing what amounts were
paid as mail subsidies during the Cal­
endar Year 1920 to the following
steamers: (a) "Portia,” (b) "Pros­
pero,” (c) “Kyle,” (d) “Meigle,” (e)
AU other steamers engaged in the
carriage of mails during that period,
and to say the routes or services for
which the sums, if any, were paid
them.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, whether any decis­
ion has yet been reached in the matter
of operating a daily cross-country
train service during this summer and
autumn, and if so what is the decis­
ion, also if it is intended to operate
such a service, when will it begin,
what steamers will be employed on
the Cabot Strait route and will the in­
auguration of such a service curtail
the number of locomotives and rolling
stock available for other purposes,
and generally to set out the reasons
influencing the Commission in this
matter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, In
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission if his attention has
been drawn to a letter in the Evening
Telegram of Monday last, signed W.
L. Butler, and making very serious
charges against the management of
the railway system, whether he is
aware that Mr. Butler is a certificated
locomotive-engineer, of many years
experience, whether he considers Mr.
Butlers charges sufficiently well
founded to order an enquiry into them,
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and if not, why not and whether ho will
lay on the Table of the House a re-
port from the Government Engineer,
dealing with these accusations of Mr.
Butler.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked the Min­
ister of Shipping to lay on the Table
of the House, the cost of repairs to
S.S. "Watchful,” S.S. "Senelf," S.S. 'Se
bastapol,” and the S.S. "Malakoff” in
detail since their arrival in this coun­
try, and who did repairs, and jf any
contracts were made for said work
and the cost of each ship in detail.

MR. MOORE gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

MR. VINICOMBE gave Notice of
Question.

MR. MACDONNELL gave Notice of
Question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN gave Notice of
Question.

MR. BENNETT gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

MR. SULLIVAN.—I would like to
ask the Prime Minister if anything
has been done about the matter under
discussion yesterday in connection
with Placentia Bay.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—On
yesterday Mr. Leonard the Relieving
Officer, and the Rev. Fr. Fyme had an
interview with me and arrangements
were made under which Mr. Jerry Dee
now at Placentia was telegraphed to
look after the situation in co-opera­
tion with the Relieving Officer. Early
this morning arrangements were
made to send out five barrels of pork
and one hundred and fifty on this
mornings train. This morning I saw
Dr. Campbell and asked him to get in
touch with Lady Harris in connection
with her nursing scheme and ask her
if it were possible to get two nurses
to go there to-morrow and look into
the medical end of it. Just before
lunch I received a letter from Mr. R.
H.' Devine forwarding some corres­
pondence and intimating the supplies
required, and I left instructions for

Mr. Mews to look after the matter dur­
ing my absence. I feel that the situ­
ation is being dealt with in the b.est
possible way.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
With reference to a question asked by
Sir John Crosbie regarding the pedi­
gree of cattle, I have just received a
communication from the Secretary of
the Agricultural Board, and I beg to
table it. With respect to question of
Sir Michael Cashin No. 8, Order Pap­
er, April 27th, I beg to table informa­
tion. With regard to question No. 3,
Order Paper April 20th, Mr.'MacDon-
nell, I might say, no authority was
given Mr. Collishaw and he received
no commission in that connection.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—I would
like to draw the attention of the House
to the fact that there are fifty ques­
tions unanswered on Order Papers
since the opening of the House as
follows:

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Owing to a delay in preparation of
the figures in the Estimates, I will not
be able to table them before Monday
next.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I will get a reply to
question No. 1 as soon as possible.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table reply to
question No. 2.

DR. BARNES.—I would like to say
that the matters referred in Mr. Mac-
Donnell’s question to have gone be­
yond the stage of being under the
consideration of the Government, they
are now under the consideration of
the Department, and are receiving the
best possible attention. With regard
to the 2nd part of the question I may
say that I think it is in the best in­
terest of Education for those officials
to take up their work and I hope they
will do so.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—The
information asked for in question 4,
has been given Mr. Fox.
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HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table the in­
formation asked for in question 5.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I have not seen the article referred to
in question G but Mr. Devine and Mr.
Collishaw have no authority to ex­
press the opinion of the Government
on Prohibition or Tourist License.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table reply to
question No. 7.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
In reply to question 8 I may say that
Life Insurance Companies have to
furnish securities, but the securities
may be withdrawn if they can furnish
other securities of a satisfactory na­
ture to take their place.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I have asked the Deputy Minister or
Agriculture and Mines to furnish me
with the figures asked for In question
9.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Question 10 was answered a couple of
days ago in reply to some observa­
tions of Mr. Bennett. The Royal Bank
of Canada would not give the loan un­
less the Government could deal with
the matter this year, and I pointed
out that a loan bill for this three hun­
dred and twenty thousand dollars and
the hundred and fifty thousand will be
brought in.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
beg to say in reply to question 11 that
no legal advisers were retained by the
Government but the work was done
by the Deputy Minister of Justice, Mr.
Summers, and Sir William Lloyd. No
amount has been paid to these gen-
tlement, and no bill has been received
from them.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Question 12 is one that will require
some preparation and it will be avail­
able on to-morrow.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table reply to
question 13 and 14.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—In re­
ply to question 15 I may say that the
information will be available on to­
morrow.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
I will furnish the Information asked
for by Mr. Moore. I was searching
around this morning for a copy of the
information I gave Mr. Fox but I
couldn't find it.

MR. MOORE.—What I want to know
is this. There was fifty-five thousand
dollars voted and there is thirty-nine
thousand spent. I do not know how
far you have gone with this matter
and I would like to know what it will
cost to complete the job.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—I
will get the information.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole to consider
the Bill entitled “An Act to Repeal
10-11 Geo. V., Cap. 25, entitled “An
Act to Regulate the Exportation of
Salt Codfish.”

MR. SPEAKER left the Chair.
MR. SAMSON took the Chair of

Committee.
MR. LEWIS.—Mr. Speaker, I beg

to ask Mr. Coaker if it is his intention
to abandon the export tax.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It is the intention to
reduce the amount.

MR. LEWIS.—I crave the indul­
gence of the House while I make a
few remarks on this Bill. We are
very pleased to have this Bill come
before the House, in as much as the
abandonment of the Fish Regulations
is a blessing in disguise to Newfound­
land. A great deal has been said
about these Regulations during the
past year and more will have to be
said in the years to come, and to my
mind the years 1920 and 1921 will go
down in the history of Newfoundland
to be spoken of by the children in
years to come. It was very interest­



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

ing to hear the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries a few days ago when addres­
sing the House, make the statement
that he still believed in the Regula­
tions, and giving us his assurance that
when the proper time arrives it will
■be his most earnest wish that the Fish
Regulations would again come into
force in Newfoundland but in a more
restricted form, that is to say that
notwithstanding that last year Mr.
Coaker was monarch of all he sur­
veyed in this country he is not satis­
fied, not satisfied with putting a large
number of business to the mat, he
won’t be satisfied till he puts every
one there and will not allow any man
to dispose of his produce as he de­
sires to. He took for his point the
fact certain gentlemen in this town
broke through the Regulations and
went in quickly and sold their fish,
against the best wishes of the Advis­
ory Board, he was dissatisfied be­
cause he could not imprison these
gentlemen or take from them all that
they owned in this country, but if we
have in this House in 1922 a Bill pass­
ed giving the Minister more power
than he had last year, then I think it
will be time to abolish this House al­
together, because from what we can
see to-day and what this country has
experienced in having large number
of vessels tied up in St. John’s and a
resulting loss of a considerable am­
ount to the owners, the longshoreman,
truckmen, etc., he did as much harm
last year as it will take a considerable
time to rectify. When we take the
short shipments to Brazil, Mr. Coak­
er may tell us it is due to other reas­
ons, but if it is why did it not happen
before and why is it that the men from
Halifax and Lunenburg are able to
market their fish when we have ours
tied up here waiting for something to
turn up. Look at the loss to the
coopers, longshoremen, truckmen and
all the other men of the country. Then
again go to Europe and the great drop 
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in prices. Of course a great deal has
been said about the Consorzio in
Italy, but why Italy kept up this com­
bine and would not allow our fish to
go there was because of the Fish Re­
gulations and the Agent we sent
there, Mr. Hawes. He was not al­
lowed to sell fish under a certain price
to the Italians, Spain was waiting for
fish and when the Spaniard’s saw that
we could not get our fish into Italy
they said to themselves we can get
Newfoundland fish for a song. Our
fish was dumped into Spain and sold
there at ruinous prices to the mer­
chants of this country, and what do
we find to-day. Only three days ago
Newfoundland was informed that the
Consorzio has been abandoned, we
have orders from Italy for fish at G5
shillings a quintal. Now if it pays to­
day to sell fish at G5 shillings a quin­
tal, it should have paid last fall to
sell at seventy shillings, and I can
say here with authority that one hun­
dred and fifty thousand quintals
would have been disposed of since
last November at seventy shillings a
quintal with a very decent profit to
the shippers and our Labrador fish
could have been disposed of but that
did not suit Mr. Coaker. Now at some
future date he wants to bring in a
more stringent bill and have it pass­
ed and 1 have no doubt he will not
have much trouble in passing it be­
cause the Government will support it.
The Prime Minister in his remarks a
few days ago approved of the Fish
Regulations.

THE PRIME MINISTER—I approv­
ed of the policy of the Fish Regula­
tions.

MR. LEWIS—The policy of the
Regulations and the Regulations them
selves when boiled down into the one
pot are the same thing, and when we
come back to the West Coast and see
the mark the Regulations have left
there we will have enough of them for
all time to come. We can go to Con- 
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ceptlon Bay and there find hundreds
of quintals of fish in the stores un
saleable. In Spaniard’s Bay there is
one gentleman with two hundred quin­
tals of Shore Fish prepared with the
greatest care last year, No. 1 Fish
worth one dollar more than the or­
dinary cure and what happened is
that he has two hundred quintals of
fish on his hands unsaleable, and you
know Mr. Gosse that some of your own
dealers still hold part of their fish in
their stores in Spaniard’s Bay.

, MR. GOSSE—You are 
wrong there is no man in Spaniard’s
Bay with his fish on his hands.

MR. LEWIS—We shall see if I am
wrong. Anyhow you cannot deny that
there is ten thousand quintals of fish
unsold in Conception Bay. This is
unprecedented. If I remember rightly
Mr. Coaker’s Organ the Advocate ad-
vised the people last year not to be in
a hurry to sell their fish, that this
Spring shore fish would be at its high­
est and would demand ten or twelve
dollars a quintal. If I am wrong
about Spaniard’s Bay I am sure I am
not wrong about that. Mr. Coaker
thought at the time I don’t know whe­
ther he still thinks it, but I say here
that it is a good thing to have the
Fish Regulations done away with. 1
might tell Mr. Coaker that the Mercan­
tile people of the country are watching
this Bill, and that they will govern
themselves accordingly, and if this
Bill had not come in that we would
have little or no supplies for the Fish­
ery this year, but when it is passed
they will come forward and supply for
the Fishery which as you know is ab­
solutely necessary for Newfoundland
as she is to-day more or less pauper­
ised.

We have here the members for Pla­
centia and St. Mary’s asking for Poor
Relief for that district which is unpre­
cedented since 18G9, and then we have
the assurance of Mr. Coaker that when
the proper time comes he will intro­
duce another Bill to enforce Fish Reg 

ulations. If he wants to bring about
a worse state of conditions in this
country than we have already let him
do so. But I think that Mr. Coaker
will be honest enough once this Bill
passes into oblivion to let it stay
there, he will not again bring in a Bill
to enforce Fish Regulations in this
country. Take Penny of Rameo, as
an example of the Fish Regulations
and that should be sufficient for us as 

dollars. The sent one cargoe to Opor­
to which sold there at one dollar a
^quintal which cost them fifteen dollars
'a quintal. Other vessels could enter
Oporto and have little delay in dispos­
ing of their fish, but Harris and Co.
had to wait outside and finally had to
leave their fish at New Harbor and let
it go to Dun. It is1 not so much the
loss to Harris and Co. that matters,
because they can come out of it. These
gentlemen even if they do go insol­
vent never go to the poor house, but
it is the loss to the Fishermen of Pla­
centia Bay that matters. That com­
pany has four hundred boats depend­
ing upon them for supplies this sum­
mer. Another branch of this firm in
Change Islands is in the same posi­
tion, and it is due to the Regulations,
md I say that I am one on this side
who is going to give this Bill before
the House now my hearty support, and
not take the attitude that the gentle
men opposite took to the Amendment
brought in by the Opposition. They
did not see their way clear to vote for
that Amendment, but I am going to
support this Bill to the limit, and I
hope it is the last we shall see of a
Fish Regulations Bill before this
House unless times change very much
and we might have our fish business
nationalized.
. I saw in this morning’s News that
Iceland steam trawlers were coming 

a lesson against interfering with bus­
iness men in this way. The Regula-

absolutely tions have ruined him absolutely. Take
Geo. Harris or the Marystown Trading
Co., who have lost one half million
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to Newfoundland using our banks. We
have already fifty French Trawlers
and now we will have fifty Iceland
steam trawlers, and the people here
who cunnot afford steam trawlers will
have to go out of business unless this
government or the Canadian Govern­
ment can come to some arrangement
with the Dominion Iron and Steel Co.
not to supply those trawlers with coal
I would suggest to the Minister of
Justice to consider this matter and if
Sydney is left open to those people,
and they are able to catch fish at our
doors it is an opportune time for us
to protect ourselves and see that
there be some restriction put upon
these trawlers in going to Sydney and
getting coal. That is necessary if we
are to be a fishing country and I
rdon’t see how we can be anything else.
If we don’t Newfoundland is going to
fail and it looks to me as if she will
fail in 1921.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker.
After my speech of a few days ago I
had not anticipated that I would have
much further to say, but I find that I
am forced again to more or less re
view the whole situation with regard
to Fish Regulations and their effect on
the country to-day. Last evening I
asked the adjournment of the debate
on this Bill feeling that I was not jus­
tified in going ahead with my speech
when the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries was not here. When I moved
that this Bill should stand over I made
the statement that I thought the Reg­
ulations were taken off shortly after
Mr. Coaker left the country, and ex­
pressly against the wish of the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries. I reiter­
ate that statement in the presence of
Mr. Coaker, and I would like to ask
him if it is correct.

THE MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES.—You are right in a way.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Coaker
says I am right and I agree with him
that at that time if the Regulations
had been kept on some good may have 

been derived from them. Now I am
going to call your attention to another
matter that is on my mind. I did not
intend to until I heard those voices in
the gallery. The man who interrupt­
ed me here yesterday is one Robert
Avery who with his son is employed
by the Minister of Public Works. Now
if this thing is going to continue, if it
is the desire of the Prime Minister to
have this, I hope he will let me know
and we will accommodate him. If you
Sir do not assert your position in this
House and if the speakers on this side
are going to be interrupted this House
will have to adjourn for the afternoon
I now serve notice on these chaps em
ployed by the government to Interrupt
|he speakers on this side. I state my
case and I ask you Sir if there is any
more of it to remove these gentlemen
paid by the government to sit in the
gallery. Now I ask the gentlemen who
are supporters of the Opposition to
give every man a fair chance. You
have more righr here than Robert Av­
ery or his son who are paid officials
of the government, and if I am forc­
ed to I will have this adjourned and
this matter will be settled for once and
all. I will not put up with any more
interruptions. I think notice has been
served fully and if it should occur
again I have something interesting to
read of a meeting which took place in
the Star office. Amongst the twelve
Apostles there was a Judas, and there
was probably a Judas at that'meeting
also. Now Sir, I want to deal with
the Fish Regulations and the Bill be­
fore this House. I have no soft soap
for the Minister of Marine and Fisher^
ies, I have no soft soap for the Prime
Minister nor for any man on the other
side of the House. What I want to
prove to the country is that the state­
ment I made here twelve months ago
is correct, and the Fish Regulations as
the Bill was passed here last Session
have brought this country to a state
of absolute collapse. I do not care to
go all over the West Coast again, and 
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it has been said in this House that the
-.Opposition had no right to bring a
man’s private business into the House.
I will now tell George Penny’s story
pnder his own signature, the story of
the Edith Cavelie. I shall read a let­
ter appearing in this evening’s Tele­
gram and it is the worst frightfulness
I have yet heard of. It is the worst
castigation your Ministry has got since
you have got in power. If what Mr.
Penny state is correct he stands to
lose seventy thousand dollars owing to
the regulations and not a blush ape
pears on the face of any one, (reads
letter). I have heard a great deal
about the Edith Cavell’s cargo before.
I hear that Mr. Penny had been treat­
ed pretty bad but I never dreamt that
it was really as I heard it. It is pre­
posterous. I do not believe that Trot­
sky in Russia could attempt anything
like this. This statement coming un­
der the signature of Mr. Penny is the
worst charge yet heard in this coun­
try. No wonder the residents of Ra-
‘mea cannot get supplies and with theli
finger in their mouth are looking for
some one to help them. All of this is
entirely due to the regulations. Many
firms have been put out of existence
by what is known as government con­
trol and yet we are told that the regu­
lations are correct. Because of the
regulations many were forced into a
hole and not allowed to sell their car­
goes of fish with a good profit. Now
I would like to come round to that fa­
mous place called Marystown. I heard
one ot the serious discussions yester­
day on the conditions existing in Pla­
centia Bay. I stated to the govern­
ment that it was not possible to rea­
lize the condition of affairs existing
there. Yesterday I said I was not go­
ing to lay the blame for everything on
the government and the regulations,
but I am of the opinion to-day that if
the regulations had not been passed
last year not one ounce of able bodied
relief would be required to-day, and
I will prove that in a few words. Take 

the case of the West Coast schooners
being loaded by Harris of the Marys­
town Trading Company and then sail­
ing to Oporto but they were only al­
lowed to enter the harbor of Leixoes
and were kept there until the fish be­
came dung and was then given to the
Portuguese farmers to be used as fer­
tilizer and then the Prime Minister
tells us the regulations were good, but
I do not think he was serious.

This Marystown Trading Company
took hundreds of quintals of fish from
the fishermen of Placentia Bay and
promised to pay for it in January, Feb
ruary and March and the result is that
the fishermen of that district are today
owed for sixty thousand quintals of
fish and instead of living on their own
money they are receiving able bodied
relief from the government. All due
to the regulations. The government did
jiiot take our advice and numerous met
ichants have been driven to the wall
as the result of their enforcement and
of course the fishermen suffer even
worse. They were so headstrong and
determined to place the yoke of de­
pression on the country that they ig­
nored our advice. Let me now come
round to Hermitage Bay, and the same
conditions exist there and also in
Fortune Bay. The people not paid for
their fish. Let me cite one case of a
man who sold his fish to the Marys­
town Trading Company, putting him
in credit to the amount of thirteen
hundred dollars and a few days ago
he went to that Company, and asked
for a barrel of flour and he was told
he had to pay cash for it. And notwith
standing this big credit this man today
is in the state of poverty all due to the
fishery regulations. I understand that
one man never received one dollar for
thirty five hundred quintals of fish he
sold. The Minister of Marine ana
Fisheries knows that every statement
I have made is correct. But this car­
go of the General Bobs is only one of
many and do you think we can sit still
here in golden silence without expres­
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sing our opinions on the matter. What
effect had the regulations on St. John’s
Why, go to the Municipal Council of­
fice and you will find coopers, me­
chanics and others looking for work.
The coopers could not sell a drum in
this city last year, and I have my
store filled with them, because I had
to help them out. Yet we are told the
regulations are good. To-day the
coopers will sell their drums for any­
thing. Still we are told that it was a
good thing that such a Bill as those au
thorising the regulations to enforce
upon a free and independent people
was the right thing to have done. Then
I come to the district of Port de Grave
which I have the honour to represent
and the fishermen there have had to
hold their fish and to-day they are re
ceiving able bodied relief owing to the
cursed regulations. I know of what I
am talking. If the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries will come to that district
I will introduce him to the conditions
existing there. Then when you find
the result there owing to the fact that
they could not sell their fish you will
feel as I feel that the regulations were
a serious mistake. I now want to take
you on to Spaniard’s Bay in the dis­
trict of Harbour Grace. I have some
information here in my possession
which may be interesting to Mr. Gosse
This man asks me to store on my pre­
mises lor the coming summer his fish
which he has been unable to sell. And
his name was one time mentioned ar.
being a member of this House. He
could get no one to buy his fish and
he had a considerable quantity of it.
Did you Mr. Gosse ask Moses Young
to sell his fish to you? Go down to that
place called Lower Island Cove and
you will find the same thing. Tht,
people there are receiving able bodied
relief. The relieving officer will easi­
ly prove it to you if you question my
word. All again due to the fact that
the people’s fish could not be sold. If
you Mr. Gosse tried to buy it, I say go
over again and see if they will not sell

If they do not grant them pauper’s re­
lief. You ought not then be part and
parcel to doling out the people’s moi
ney in pauper’s relief if they will nos
sell their fish. Conception Bay stands
in the same position as Placentia Bay
and down in Spaniard’s Bay there are
not twenty families not receiving able
bodied relief. They did not have the
pull with Mr. Coaker that Is the troub
le. I am speaking in a fair minded
manner and I can truthfully say I
never supported the regulations. I saw
the trouble coming in the distance and
I knew that it was utterly impossible
to escape it. I told the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries he was on the
wrong road and he was in the hands
of Philistines and he knows I was
correct. White naped fish. The Min­
ister knows that no one would take
that kind of fish. The white naped
Labrador was a farce. When the black
ness of the fish was washed away and
it had lost its originality not one
could be persuaded it came from New­
foundland. I remember I was in Liv­
erpool on the 18th of August last year
I was brought down to a gentleman’s
fish store there and he said there were
one hundred of fish brought over from
Newfoundland, and I asked him where
did the fish come from. And he said
he did not like it as he could not sell
it. The reason was the blackness had
been washed off and the fish lost
their originality. I shipped some of
this fish across last year, and it was
the only fish that did not come to the
quality required and I was asked not
to send any more of it. I do not know
much about the shore white naped
fish. I only saw out of thirty thous­
and quintals about thirty quintals of
white naped shore fish. Nobody paid
any attention to it. These are some of
the things the fishermen of the North
are complaining of. The fishermen
sent down this kind of fish having
been told they would get one dollar
more for it than for any other kind but
when they come to get paid for it they 
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found it was thrown in with the rest
and they had all their trouble for no­
thing. The white napes are like the
regulations a nuisance. Let me travel
into Trinity Bay. But I must first
refer to Bay de Verde. I am sorry the
Minister of Shipping is not here now.
In that district numerous men are re­
ceiving able bodied relief all because
of the regulations. Those men down
there who three years ago were well
to do now have to hang their heads
in shame. In Bay de Verde proper
where the men are industrious and
enterprising they cannot get supplies
not even a barrel of flour. They can­
not do anything as they have lost
their all. The merchants down there
cannot supply until some merchant
here help them out. They cannot help
themselves. Now we come to Bay de
Verde. First there is Grate's Cove,
which never received one dollar of
poor relief until to-day when they are
seeking all the relief they can get.
Why? Because of the regulations.
Then you come to Old Perlican where
not one is ready for the fishery and
they have no intention of prosecuting
the voyage at all. Then we come to
Caplin Cove where they are not going
to supply at all. Only one man has
been shipped down there. All the men
of Lower Island Cove have gone to
Port au Port to get work as there will
be no fishery there as no supplies
can be gotten. A few months back
down on the North Shore all the fish
was going to be bought because the
votes were wanted but the promises
were quickly forgotten. To-day al­
though they have lots of fish to sell
they are receiving able bodied relief.
The men of that place were usually
well to do as they came here and got
plenty of work but now there is not
enough for men of the city. All the
same conditions prevail in Trinity
Bay. All the men there with schon-
ers and motor boats cannot get any
supplies. There was not a country in 

the world two years ago with the
same population as Newfoundland that
was in the same position. We stood
unique and could face years of bad
business. But one year of Fish Regu­
lations took all we had, and more,
and to-day the mercantile men are
like the small outport business men
—they are unable to do supplying and
collapse is at our door. Let me take
you now to Bonavista Bay which the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
knows so well. He knows the state of
chaos that exists and that the men of
the North side of the Bay cannot come
here to St. John’s and obtain supplies.
Relief is being given out at Wesley­
ville to an extent unknown for 20
years. At other points where the men
have their boats, nets and everything
else ready they cannot prosecute the
fishery because they cannot get sup­
plies. Why? Simply because the men
who formerly conducted their own
business and shipped their fish across,
have met their Waterloo and have no
money to carry on supplying as in the
past. It is all due to the notorious
regulations. I do not know much of
Green Bay but I do know this, as I am
absolutely cognizant of the fact, that
the small merchant has met his Wat­
erloo and can no more do supplying
than the man in Bonavista Bay. He
met it through the regulations, and
the herring business no doubt helped
somewhat, but the regulations were
the greatest factor in taking his busi­
ness out of his hands and putting it
into those of men who know nothing
about it. There is one thing I do not
fear to express and it is this: I hon­
estly believe that Mr. Coaker did it
all with the best of intentions. In my
own mind I am sure he thought he
could cary out the proposition. But
when he saw that he was wrong he
had a right to call the regulations off.
If he was a big man he would have
taken them off the first day of last
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October and not be doing It to-day as
it was written on the wall, it was a
sign all over Water St. that if they
were continued after Oct. 1st. there
could be nothing but disaster. We
have been told they would have work­
ed if there had not been some people
to oppose them. That is as untrue as
it can be. The regulations were al­
ready doomed, they were dying from
the day they were passed in this

'House as it was utterly impossible to
beat one of the greatest things in
the world—the law of supply and de­
mand, which big men if they were
such, should have seen. The Hon.
Minister of Marine, Mr. Coaker, sees
the weak spot in the regulations, he
sees that it is impossible to carry them
out, and he comes in here with the
Bill to remove them from the Sta­
tutes. He has played the part of a
man and I give him credit for doing
that when he realized it was impos­
sible to carry on. He had not the
heart to say he believed in them as
the Prime Minister said he did.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
believe in the regulations but the way
they were operated was horrible.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—As chairman
of the Advisory Board, Mr. Coaker,
you should be ashamed to have op­
erated them that way. I am glad
Mr. Squires has been converted to my
ideas.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
do not believe in the way the regula­
tions were worked last year.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Alright—and
if we have not agreed on anything in
the session already, we do so now and
can make our bows to each other.

But, Mr. Coaker, you have taken
them off too late. You have removed
the standardization, the inspectors and
the commissioners and I trust you will
now try to make up what we have lost.
I appreciate your act in coming in
here and admitting the flat failure by
the Advisory Board during the last

12 months. I would like to ask the
Hon. Minister a few questions, as this
is one thing on which we agree as
shown by his recent remarks. I nev­
er believed in Mr. Hawes and it was
an unfortunate day when the Minister
fell by the roadside with him. It was
not unfortunate for me but it was
for the country and him, as Mr. Hawes
took the pound of flesh off him as ho
did off the others. If I had been on
the Advisory Board I would riot have
allowed him to do it. Now, Sir, I say
I cannot go gack on the broad prin­
ciples that were bred in me and I
want to state, in the House or out of
it, that outright sales are the best
and in my experience I have made

it a rule that when I put up my goods
I was paid for it.

HON: MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—You are a Coaker man
now.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—No. I know
I taught you that principle but you
have not learned the lessons. You
put the taxes on Portugal, Italy,
Greece and New York but left Spain
open for him to get the drop on you.
If you had taken my lessons to heart
you would never have allowed Mr.
Hawes to do that but would have put
Spain on the same list and made them
pay the same as the others. I will
tell you of one man from Trinity Bay
whom I helped out of trouble with a
cargo. He was in great difficulty but
I went to the Court House with him
and rather than see him go astray
paid him 558,000 and took the fish. We
sent it across but the sale was can­
celled. You, Sir, had also loaded a
vessel in Trinity Bay.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It was loaded at Fogo.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Alright, Fo­
go will do. During the time it was on
the way across, Hawes and I negotiat­
ed for the cargo. My vessel arrived
one day before yours. Now this will
show the result of greed. Hawes said 
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to me. “give me the cargo and I will
get yon a good price for it.” I said
that’s very nice of you. He said, "I
will give you 82/6 for it outright but
if you will let me sell it on consign­
ment I will get you 95/-. I told him
to take it outright and get the others
on consignment. The result was that
I got my hard money. No doubt
Hawes himself told you the story. He
probably put the same proposition to
you and you fell for It as you were
anxious to get a few dollars more. Of
course I would not be so ambitious,
simply because I was afraid I would
not get it. The two cargoes went in
and were sold. I sold outright and I
tell you now that I got 82/6 and you
got 52/— on your consignment.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—You might have got it
but he put it over on the others.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You were
looking for the last stick in the ditch.
I am heart and soul with you to-day in
favoring outright sales as it is the
only way in which we can handle our
business.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—-I agree with you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—We want the
brightest minds we have to fill the
bill and the only way we can deal
with the situation is by the brightest
brains taking hold of the situation
and showing no favors to any con­
cerned. If none had been shown un­
der the regulations the results would
have been different. The trouble was
with the Advisory Board, and if they
had been as fair to the public as to
themselves, and -not so selfish, the
disaster would not be so great. This
statement can go out to them now.
You, Mr. Minister of Marine, and I
have got down to the same line of
thought in some respects but how you
were influenced to let Spain be an

/open market has been a mystery to
me. You handled Oporto, Italy,
Greece and Brazil under control and 

the only reason I can see as to Spain
is that Hawes demanded of the Ad­
visory Board that it should be free
and it was done.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The reason was that it
was looked upon as a dumping ground
for fish not saleable in the other mar­
kets as they had cold storage there.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—That is what
it was alright. But even if they had
cold storage there were we justified in
leaving Spain out of control of the
regulations.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I agree that it should
have been under control.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—The men on
the Board then were Mr. Hawes’ best
friends and he had everything his own
way. The only thing I fear is that
the same will be done in Greece where
outright sales were made and that
Hawes will upset the applecart there
for every firm doing business with La­
brador fish. And you, Mr. Minister,
will be as much lipset with your Trad­
ing Co., etc., as the others, by Hawes
getting a hold on Greece.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I quite agree with you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—He has got a
hold on Italy, a hold that none can
understand, and he has an army of
men employed to take charge of this
country’s fish, as you and I know. I
always sold in Oporto cash against
documents in London but to-day this
cannot be done. This is due to the
way in which the Advisory Board
handled them so as to bring disaster
on the country. Now you and I, Mr.
Minister, agree that something should
be done to help the country over this
trying situation, to aid the fishermen,
coopers, laborers and others who are
out of employment and to keep the
streets free of those who are walking
around. This is a most delicate ques­
tion. Am I right.
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HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—You are.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.— Now I want
you, Mr. Minister, with the aid of the
Government to devise some scheme to
beat that crowd and when you are
readj' I am prepared to come in and
cut the corners of it and string it
out. I do not intend to prolong the
discussion further this afternoon but I
hope I have left some ideas in the
mind of the Minister. He knows of
the collapse which threaten us and
as I told you just now he should try
to devise some scheme to get us out
of our troubles. If ho will do some'
thing to tide us over our difficulties,
to help his fellow countrymen in dis­
tress, I will do all I can to help him.
I say that something must be done
to save the fisheries of Newfoundland.
I blame the Fish Regulations for the
state of the country to-day and I know
that I am right. I am trying to get
something into your mind, Mr. Min­
ister, as there is no one else in the
Government who has the energy or
understands the position enough to do
anything, and I hope you will go to
the Executive with something that
they can take hold of. I am trying to
give you something to lay before the
Executive that will be beneficial to
the country. I will not tell to the
House how the situation can be re-
medied;.as my brains would be stolen
and the Advocate and Star would be
out to-morrow saying this is what the
Government is doing. Now, Mr. Min­
ister, how do you propose to handle
Hawes?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—You have already told
us; by outright sales.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—But do you
know how to do it without getting
every business man in the country up­
set.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—No, I do not.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—But I do;

/still I can't tell you here as the Star
and Advocate would give the Govern­
ment the credit.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It can’t be published as
they cannot get the papers out at pre­
sent.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—No. they are
up against a demand for a 44 hour
week or they would be out. But I had
no more to do with this situation, or
the strike of 'Longshoremen than the
Minister of Shipping who paid the men
the Union rate of wages on the Portia.

The only reason the Minister agreed
to pay what the 'Longshoremen want­
ed was because they were a larger
body than the poor unfortunate print­
ers. I have got away from the Fish
Regulations, Mr. Chairman and I apo­
logize. I still say that something has
got to be done to save the Colony from
absolute bankruptcy and what is more
it has to be done through the medium
of our main industry, the codfishery.
It will take the brightest mind we
have to-day to devise some scheme
whereby we can do this and after that
scheme has been thought out perhaps
we can get the lawyers to draft some-.
thing that will meet the situation.
Prices for our fish must be in some
way stabilized and supplies for the
coming season must be got out and I
would advise the Hon. Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, if there is a
man in his Government or if there is
a man in the country equal to the oc­
casion, to get him. You must get to­
gether and discuss this thing in all
its phases and then formulate some
concrete plan which, however, must
have as its basis the principle of out­
right sales for fish. That is the goal
which you must keep before you; out­
right sales must be the crux of the
entire situation, and as I opposed the
Fish Regulations when they came be­
fore this House last year, just so
strongly will I support anything that
will have for its object the establish-
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ing of outright sales now. How it is
going to be done I do not know but
done it must be if the Colony is to be
saved. I want to say to the Hon. the
Prime Minister that as he himself
said, he took full responsibility for
these Regulations which was perfect­
ly right, but the time is now come
when he and his brother executives
must take matters more seriously and
not alone be prepared to take their
share of responsibility after the thing
has been done but they must interest
themselves in evolving something
concrete to meet the demands of the
time and I ask him this evening to
get his Government together without
loss of time and see that this is done.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Chair­
man, I thought a few days ago when
the Amendment was brought in by
the Leader of the Opposition that it
was a pity those who believed in the
repeal of the Regulations did not vote
for it, but I am not convinced that it
was a good thing they did not do so
because the consideration of the Bill
since its introduction has brought
forth many things of interest in con­
nection with the question which we
did not know before. I don’t know
if it has been the same with other
members, but what has struck me
most forcibly was the contradictory
nature of the opinions expressed by
members on both sides of the House
irrespective of whether they were
Government or Opposition. I said in
the absence of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries that I thought when he
took full responsibility for the Regu­
lations as he did, and charged himself
with seeing them worked out that

, he was very venturesome, and I think
it will be admitted that when he stood

I . up here in his place and admitted his
, failure to realize the aim he had in
> view, it was one of the finest things

ever seen in this House. I under­
stand that on that occasion that from
the first the Regulations were looked

Upon as but an artificial prop by
means of which the markets could be
sustained temporarily, and when he
said that I thought that he was ex­
pressing the opinion of all the mem­
bers on the other side, but when the
Prime Minister said that in his opin­
ion the Regulations were right—

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.! /
said I believed the policy was right. ;

MR. MACDONNELL.—When the ;
Prime Minister said that the policy
which the Minister of -Fisheries de- >
scribed as an artificial prop, was a <
sound one, where are we? If I believ­
ed that the Regulations were right,
then I should certainly not vote for
their discontinuance because an acci­
dent prevented their proper and suc-
cesful working out and when the
Prime Minister takes such an attitude
it is difficult to see the logic of his
position; indeed most of us are left
completely at sea. Surely, Mr. Chair­
man, we are not going to have the
spectacle in this House of persons be­
lieving in one thing and voting for
another.

It seems to be the concensus of
opinion amongst those best qualified
to judge that the best way to market
our fish is according to the natural
direction of supply and demand. If
the Regulations were an artificial
prop, as the Minister of Fisheries said
they were, then how is it that Sir
John Crosbie now suggests still oth­
er regulations to control the export
of our fish and the Minister agrees
with him? Are we to have more arti­
ficial props; are we to have further
interference with the Colony’s trade?
I for one will want to be shown good
reason for such legislation before I
will support. I think, Sir, that we
have had enough of artificial props in
the past to do us for some time. I
think, too, that the opinion of all right
thinking men is that the Government,
having got the fishermen in the hole
and having ruined many business 
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houses, should now seriously sot
themselves to consider some moans of
getting them out of the difficulty but
let them take care that in formulating
regulations now to remedy the evils
brought about by those of the past,
they do not make matters still worse.

I did not intend, Mr. Chairman, to
have anything to say on this matter
until I heard still further regulations
spoken of. It is the concensus of opin­
ion amongst business men that it is
not desirable there should be any fur­
ther interference with trade in any
way and that is why they are slow in
supplying for the fishery this spring.
They are waiting to see what this
House is going to do and I do not
think that anything of the kind should
be considered for a moment. There
was more than a hint in this House
this afternoon that further regulations
were likely to be considered but it
should not be forgotten that the fight
that was waged against those that we
are now about to repeal was based on
the contention that they were against
free trade and that argument is just
as strong to-day as it ever was. I
voted for them last year after the Min­
ister of Fisheries had agreed to put
in a protective clause safeguarding the
interests of my district, and Mr. Chair­
man, in this connection I want to say
that I always found him willing to do
anything in his power to enable the
people of that District to carry on their
trade with Canada and the United
States without interference. I am glad
to be in a position to be able to do
that but on the other hand I am sorry
to be in the position to have to ask
as a favor that which is mine by right.
I am clear and straight on this matter.
I think there should be no more re­
gulations of any sort and I will op­
pose any measure that may be
brought in which will mean interfer­
ence with free trade. Now, Mr. Speak­
er, I know nothing whatever of the
marketing of fish but there are cer­

tain economic theories in which I be­
lieve and it is from these that I speak.
There are men in this House to whom
we can safely entrust the practical
side of the question but as to the
economical aspect of it I think it is
only fair for any man to state his
position and I am still of the opinion
that any buyer who pays the price
that is asker of him has a perfect
right to sell where and how he can
get the best returns for what he has
to place on the market. If he is pre­
vented from doing this, is it not reas­
onable for him to refuse to buy at all.
Another point is that which has to
do with the Italian market. Is it not
correct that because of the Regula­
tions and the friction which resulted
therefrom between this country and
the Consorzio, the best marketing time
in that country was lost to us and
that consequently 100,000 quintals of
Labrador fish which would otherwise
have gone into consumption was not
disposed of? Was it not, therefore, the
logical consequence that subsequent
fish shipments that would ordinarily
be destined for the Italian market be­
gan to become congested and the sale
of practically 200,000 quintals lost? I
hope the honorable minister will clear
up that point. My sole idea in mak­
ing these few remarks is to ask him
to keep awake to the fact that Re­
gulations again after our bitter ex­
perience of the past would be abso­
lutely inexcusable. It was all very
well for the Minister of Fisheries to
come in here last year with Regula­
tions and tell the House that he had
given them close study and that he
had estimated and felt convinced of
the good results that would accrue
from their enforcement. I have no
doubt that he was serious in what he
professed to believe, but what I can­
not hold with him in is that he did
not have them cancelled immediately
it was seen that the result must be
disastrous instead of beneficial. He 
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saw this not later than September
and he should have abolished them
then. This year, however, the position
is an entirely different one and there
is no explanation that any hon. mem­
ber could give for again voting for
Regulations, not the old Regulations
but new ones under the same guise.
While I support the Bill now before
the House, I trust that the hon. min­
ister will be content to allow trade to
continue without further interference.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—Mr. Chairman, I just want
to explain the difference that would
exist between a policy such as Sir
John Crosbie suggests and the Reg­
ulations which we are now about to
repeal. In the case of the Regula­
tions it is true that outright sales
were insisted on but the price was
also fixed below which no fish could
be sold, but his idea is that outright
sales be enforced, which simply
means that no fish could go from
here unless it was already sold, what
the price received might be would
make no difference. Why, if we send
our vessels to Barbados for molasses
we have to ask what the price will
be an I then before it is taken out of
the vessel the money must be paid
into the bank, but our fish goes there
without any price being fixed on it
and we are paid whatever the brok­
ers like to give us, months after it
is discharged, and for the past few*
months we have been receiving only
$1-.18 for fish going there. It will
thus be seen that there is all the dif­
ference in the world between out­
right sales only and the old Regula­
tions. What caused the big trouble
with the latter was that we fixed the
price at which fish should sell in the
different markets and there is a vast
difference between that and insisting
that the fish must be sold before it
is allowed to go forward. We must
have something to protect the indus­
try, but of course if a man wants to
sell at forty shillings or fifty shil­

lings, that is his business. What we
tried to prevent by the Regulations
was cutting prices but it proved im­
possible to do even that because the
Regulations were in many cases ig­
nored altogether. Now Sir, if we
cannot be assured of getting good
money for our fish, how can we go
ot the banks and ask them to make
advances. That is what happened
Harris and others who failed. They
sold on consignment and being un­
able to realize on the fish that they
had sent out, they were refused mo­
ney by the banks. It was consign­
ments that killed these people and it
was consignments that built up
Hawse’s business in Spain and now
enables him to extend his activities
to Greece where he is now building
big cold storage plants. He will say
to five or six of his friends here "I
will look after your fish and get you
the best price obtainable” and they
will send cargoes on consignment
and therefore he will have nothing
to do with outright sales. Greece is
the best market we have for Labra­
dor fish; Greece has been the sal­
vation of the shipper of Labrador
fish. I made $30,000 on a cargo of
fish sent to Greece, but of course I
lost $25,000 on another in a differ­
ent market. Consignments mean
that the trade has no foundation be­
cause there is no money guaranteed.
If you know just what you are gett­
ing for your fish, there is a certain
confidence that is otherwise absent,
and if we cannot establish that confi­
dence. we are lost. We must make
sure that Hawes does not get his grip
on our fish the coming season. He is
now worth $2,000,000, made off New­
foundland cargoes for the most part
and that is not all, he sends a share
of the profits back here to the men
whom he let in on the ground floor,
the men who are his particular
friends and whose fish takes prece­
dence over all the others. If I send
a cargo of fish to be sold thru him, 
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mine is put in the store while other
cargoes are immediately put into
consumption and Mr. Hawes says you
can take 90s. while others get 110s.
the latter being for those particular
friends. We know just what is going
on and when you hear Sir John
Crosbie and myself discussing these
matters, you have men who know
what they are talking about. I rea­
lize that if we were to introduce such
a measure as that suggested, we
would have the biggest men on Wa­
ter Street getting together to op­
pose it just as they set out last year
to smash the Regulations, but nev­
ertheless, if we could enforce it we
would be protecting at least three
fourths of the business people of the
country.

ME. MACDONNtELL—Mr. Chair­
man, T thank the honorable minister
for his explanation. That explana­
tion has been fruitful in many ways,
not the least notable of which is
that it confirms, even though after
such a long time, the suspicion that
there was in reality such a thing as
a ground floor in connection with the
Regulations . Another /thing to b{j
considered is that if the salvation of
the country lies in outright sales,
and if conditions in Spain and Greece
are as has been stated, how does this
knowledge improve our situation;
how are those large exporters going
to avoid selling as Mr. Hawes says
they must?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—Mr. Hawes does not control
the whole of these markets.

MR MACDONNELL—But have you
not a two-years contract with him?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—Yes but I have given him
notice of my intention to cancel it.

MR., MACDONNELL—Then a law
permitting the cancellation of that
agreement is to be brought in. Mr.
Chairman, I think that bears out the
stand we on this side of the House
took last year, and the confirmation 

comes from no less a person than
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
himself, that it is a dangerous prece­
dent to place so much power in the
hands of one man, whether he be
Mr. Hawes or anyone else. I am glad
the honourable Minister has seen the
error of his ways and I trust that he
will be as energetic now in opposing
the schemes of Mr. Hawes as he was
last year in lauding him for his vir­
tues. We all know that Mr. Coaker
was the main spring of the mechan­
ism that worked our down-fall last
year and as without that mainspring
the mechanism is useless, let us hope
that things will be different in the
future and that immediate steps will
be taken to ensure the interests of
at least three fourths of the people of
the country will be looked after.

MR. LEWIS—Mr. Chairman, the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries says
that he is strongly convinced of the
efficiency of outright sales, but he
should not forget that Mr. Hawes is
a very powerful man in Spain. He
controls all the cold storage plants
there and if he gets up against us
in that market we are likely to be
confronted with difficulties not un­
like those which we had to face in
Italy the past year. From what I
know, he controls practically all the
purchases in Spain and now he Is ex­
tending his activities and his influ­
ence to Greece and if he takes a firm
stand against our fish he can make
it very awkward for us in both these
markets. Outright sales are all right
but on the other hand if we antago
nise the markets we are placing our­
selves in a delicate position. It is
true that Sir John Crosbie might
have made outright sales, but all ex
porters cannot do the same. A grave
mistake was made last year and if
we again attempt to interfere with
the export trade by legislation this
(fleab, another mistakej might tie

■ made and one that may have equally
as disastrous results. I thoroughly 
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agree with Mr. MacDonnell In the
contention that we should have free
trade. If a man is free to ask as he
thinks fit and fails, then he has on­
ly himself to blame but if restric­
tions are placed upon him he cannot
be blamed if he refuses to take the
risk of what these restrictions may
mean to his business. I trust that
the hon. minister will consider well
these circumstances before cominitU
ing this House to any legislation en­
forcing a policy of outright sales
and that he will bear in mind the fact
that Mr. Hawes is a powerful factor
in Spain, Italy and Portugal as he
will likewise be in a very short time
in Greece.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—Just a word Mr. Chairman.
with regard to Spain. About 300,000
quintals of fish goes there and of
this amount Hawes (handle's some
200,000 quintals. The other lar­
ger importers are Lazo and Campos.
The latter formerly took about 100.-
000 quintals of our fish, but when
Hawes went there he took much of
that business from Campos. During
the last eighteen months, however, a
great deal of it has come back. Be­
fore Mi. Hawes did much business in
Spain there were thirty or so im­
porters there and most of these
bought outright, paying thru London
but now you cant get an offer on
these terms. Norway which was in
the past a strong competitor of ours
in that market is now practically out
of running. Fnorrf, information to
hand it seems that the row between
that country and Spain has ended in
Norway’s defeat and the Spaniard’s
have placed an additional 12 pesetas
import tax on Norwegian fish which
•wil mean their almost entire exclu­
sion from the Spanish market. This
means to us that we will now be able
to sell our fish in Bilboa and Barce­
lona which formerly bought largely
of the Norwegian product, and we
should in future find it posisble to 

market an extra 200,000 quintals of
fish in Spain.

Another thing I want to point out
is that Spain is not the same as
Italy. Hawes might be powerful
there but so long as there are other
importer^ jhe cannot control the
whole market. Italy on the other
hand could only be reached thru one
man. I agree with Capt. Lewis that
anything we may propose to do must
be given serious consideration [but
in the meantime it must be borne in
mind that the failure of the Regula­
tions was attributable to one or tw'o
causes and that had we worked to­
gether for the common interest the
outcome would have been very dif­
ferent.

The Opposition press did all in its
pow'er to defeat the object we had in
view' by encouraging those outside
not to buy our fish and the foreign
markets had their eyes open and ac­
ted accordingly. Regulations such
as we had last year are not desirable
again, but we can have regulations en­
forcing outright sales. I saw an ac­
count sales to-day of fish that went
to Spain last year and for which the
shipper received only three dollars a
quintal. A good price was paid for
it in the first instance, something
like 80 or 90 pesetas, but the expen­
ses were so enormous that three
dollars was all the man that owned
it could get for it. It simply meant
that the fellow to whom it was con­
signed actually took the fish. Now
this kind of thing must not be allow
ed to continue and I see no other
hope for it than to enforce outright
sales unless w'e nationalise our fish­
ery and cut politics out of the ques­
tion altogether. In that way every
man would get a good price for his
fish and I believe that if the govern­
ment controlled all experts, we
would always come out with a very
fair average. In my experience ot
exporting I have found that you will
make a profit on fish shipped up to
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December and meet a loss on that
shipped after January. If we sent
just sufficient /quantities apid no
more that could be remedied.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Commit

tee reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred, had
made some progress and asked leave
to sit again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Commtitee have leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled “An Act to amend the Pro­
fiteering Act, 1920” was read a se­
cond time and it was ordered that it
be referred to a committee of the
Whole House op to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Speaker,
a few days ago I drew the attention
of the Prime Minister to the fact
that the income tax was being col­
lected from clergymen and the Prime
Minister promised to bring the mat­
ter before the Assessor and have the
practice discontinued, Jbu't I find
that forms and requests for payment
are still being sent out to them.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I am
obliged to Sir Michael for making
me aware of that fact and I shall
have it attended to at once. It was
the intention to bring in a Bill in the
Budget stage to amend the Act in
this respect.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE tabled
correspondence between the govern­
ment and the Commercial Cable Co.
’ SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker,
this is a serious matter. I was quite
serious when I told the Minister ot
Posts and Telegraphs that he could
collect fifty or sixty thousand dol­
lars from this company, and I think
that by this time it is nearer $200,000
The Anglo American Company owes
his department to-day at.least $160,-
000 or $150,000. The proposition was
twenty and two for all business in 

and out of the colony. Surely if the
Commercial Company can take care of
two hemispheres they can take care of
us. If you are going to allow them to
come in here and pay only for land­
ing the cable then you are not doing
your duty. That is all they are pay­
ing for; they do not pay for the bus­
iness they do. They lost their case
last year and had to pay you $180,000
and now they come in here and do
business and you are not able to col­
lect the tax from them.

HON MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—The leader of the Opposi­
tion has taken it upon himself to make
certain hints with regard to this cable
tax. My knowledge of the matter is
this: One of the first things under
taken by the National Government on
taking charge was to try and collect
the Cable taxes. Sir M. P. Cashin
thought that pressure should be
brought to bear and thereupon it was
determined that six months’ notice be
given them to pay up but there was
not a written agreement by which we
could force them to pay this amount
of which Sir Michael speaks. He tried
to do it himself and failed.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—There was a
letter.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—If there is we cannot find
it. If we could find that agreement
we would have no trouble in collect­
ing it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I bet I could
collect it in forty-eight hours. It was
brought to your notice last, year that
this money could be collected and you
laughed at it and now’ you are trying
to nut the blame on me.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—You didn’t know' how to
collect it yourself. You didn’t know.
it was worth anvthing to us; you just
continued on w'ith the Anglo.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Did you know
why w'e got no revenue. No, but we
got it till the cable across the Gulf
w'as dropped. Go on and give us the 
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information If you can. You can’t,
and yo<u got none at all from the Ang­
lo yet.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND' TELE­
GRAPHS-— (Reads article).

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Who wrote
that?

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—It is the opinion of a man
who knew what he was talking about.
I do not know who it was.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—The man who
wrote that was crazy, and I would not
use it if I were you. Here you are,
getting up and reading a thing like
that and yet you don’t even tell us who
the author of it is.

MR. HIGGINS—I will tell you about
the Anglo.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—Please allow me to. proceed
The writer of that article was an op­
erator. He says in one part of it here
that his chief stood behind him.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—Is it the Li­
quor Controller?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—He must have
had a script.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—This is no laughing mattei
It was the most colossal blunder to
cut the connections with the Commer­
cial Company.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—You know no­
thing at all about it.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPH—You could not collect the
tax—the 20 and 2 you have been talk­
ing about. You got notice verbally
that the agreement would terminate in
1917, but you could not collect it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I couldn’t, be­
cause it was not collectable.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—You made the greatest
blunder in the history of any admin­
istration.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Sit down—you
are foolish to read and depend on an
article written by an irresponsible in­
dividual.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­

GRAPHS—You can get knowledge by
talking to some understrapper of the
Anglo who will tell you that you can
do this and that. I am trying to show
you where you made the big mistake
and you are not big enough to admit
it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—You brought all
this criticism on yourself. I will
have you removed from this House if
you do not get that $80,000. A few „
days ago it was said that there were \
imbeciles in the House and now you ,
are proving it by your conduct. You
should have been arrested and kept
out of the House if only for your own
benefit. You know they refused to
pay the tax. If they had not been com
pelled to pay, the Anglo would have
refused and could have gone back over
their accounts for years and demand­
ed the return of what they had already
paid. But we took the case to the
Supreme Court and won. Then it was
brought to the Privy Council -where it
was delayed a year and a half. You
got back teh tax and then the Anglo
had to pay up. If the Commercial Co.
had won that case you would have
been deprived of all the taxes. We
had to give 6 months’ notice to the
Commercial Co. to clear out. They did
so and we grounded the cable at Port
aux Basques and there it is to this day
The Anglo made us an offer of 20 and
2.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—Have you anything in writ­
ing to show to that effect?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—No, but I got
it down in rriy memory which is better
and you can get the money if you will
be humble enough to let me tell you
how. Of if you like, Mr. Geo. W. Le-
Mesaurier can tell you. By your blun­
dering you are depriving the colony of
$200,000 a year. You don’t know what
you are able to get or how to go about
it and yet you get up here and read
such an article as you did a few mo?
ments ago. I drew the attention ot
Mr. Coaker to this matter last year,
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not in debate hut in a social way a£t-
er closing, and said some ?60,000 was
still outstanding. He promised to look
into it but evidently forgot it. You
can make that contract yet if you
know how.

HON. MIN. OP POSTS AND TELE-
GRAPHS—I dare say that it could be
done conditionally and I have no doubt
but the Commercial Co. would agree
if it wold be beneficial to them. You,
Sir M. P. Cashin failed to collect it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—It was not due
till the end of the fiscal year.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPHS—It was due 18 months, six
months longer than the fiscal year.
You say you couldn’t collect the taxes;
then why did you discontinue their
business. You had to pounce on them
tand that is where the mistake was
made. Mr. Saunders or whoever the
local superintendent is may think you
can make arrangements whereby you
will get the 20 and 2 with the Anglo
If you can’t do it with the Commercial
but can with the Anglo I think it
should be done.
/ SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I think I
know something about this cable bus­
iness and I regret that Hon. Mr. Half­
yard should be the one to foul his
own nest. As I take it Sir M. P. Cash­
in is only giving him advice in a friend
ly way, and I lied the way in which
the Attorney General suggested that
the matter not be discussed, he feeling
it a nice thing to be told how to get
580,000. There is no question as to the
need of it to-day. The whole thing was
done under the National Government
who decided on their course and that
was an arrangement with the Anglo.
I know the amount is due us and can
be collected. I myself, saw Sir Thos.
Shaughnessy in Canada and Mr. Rob­
inson .was also sent and we all thought
the only thing to do was to force the
Commercial Co. But Mr. Stott, the
superintendent, was afraid of theiis
and did not favor it. I can tell the
whole story from A to Z and I don’t 

think Mr. Halfyard, that you know
anything at all about It.
. HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­

GRAPH—That is the trouble; the
Postmaster General was not consulted.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You were in
the government, you were a respon­
sible minister, but you gave them a
law unto themselves in providing a
committee to deal with the matter.
Why don’t you go down and ask Rt.
Hon. Sir Wm. Lloyd about it; he will
be able to tell you alright.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND TELE­
GRAPH—He knows nothing of it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I’m sorry if
he has lost his memory. I am also sor­
ry for Mr. Halfyard. Sir M. P. Cashin
pnly addressed him in a friendly way
and he should take the advice as the
Attorney-General suggested at the
close of Sir Michael’s remarks.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I wish to
move the adjournment of the House,
Mr. Speaker. The discussion for the
last three quarters of an hour has been
out of order.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Sir J. C. Crcsbie gave Notice of Ques
tion.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, May 6th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. LEGROW.—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
Naval Reserve men with regard to
Prize Money, and I ask that this peti­
tion be referred to the Department to
which it belongs and be given due
consideration.

MR. WINSOR.—I ask leave to pre­
sent a petition from the inhabitants 
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of Squid Tickle asking for two hun­
dred dollars to build a bridge, and
two hundred and fifty dollars to re­
pair a road. I also wish to present a
petition from Happy Adventure asking
for three hundred and fifty dollars for
a road. 1 ask that these petitions be
referred to the department to which
they belong and that they receive the
consideration of the Government.

MR. ABBOTT.—I wish to support)
the petition presented by my col­
league, Mr. Winsor.

MR. SCAMMELL.—I ask leave to
present a petition from the inhabit­
ants of Fleur de Lys asking for post­
al communication and a telegraph of­
fice. I support the petition and ask
that it be referred to the department
to which it belongs and that it receive
the consideration of the Government.

MR. ABBOTT.—I ask leave to pre­
sent a petition from the inhabitants
of St. Brendan’s asking for the sum of
five hundred dollars to build a road
from Shalloway Cove to the Catholic
Church, and another petition from
Shalloway Cove asking for five hun­
dred dollars to repair a road there.
This petition is largely signed and I
ask that it be given the consideration
of the Government.

MR. WINSOR.—I wish to support
the petition presented by Mr. Abbott.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN gave notice
of question.

MR. HIGGINS gave notice of ques­
tion.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—I
will get a reply to question No. 1 on
the Order Paper to-morrow.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The reply to question 2
will be prepared as quickly as pos­
sible.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have not seen the article in the West­
ern Star and referred to in question 3
and the matter has not come before
Minute of Council so far. I asked Dr.

Campbell about the matter and he has
not seen the article in question.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
I’ ISHERIES. I may say that no in­
structions have been issued with re­
gard to Standardization, but it is un­
derstood that it is not enforced and
shippers are now shipping fish in their
own way.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—With regard to ques­
tion 5 ihe reply has already been giv­
en in answer to another question.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—There has
been no answer to question about salt
landed at Port Union, and we asked
about the President Coaker’s cargo
and received no answer. I will allow
this matter to stand over until Monday
and then if they are not answered I
will take other means to have them
answered. We won’t put up with
evasive answers.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN asked Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
if in conformity with his pledge at the
last session of the House that Cap­
tain Fenn, Captain English and Mr.
Collins (Marconi Superintendent)
would be appointed a commission in
connection with aids to navigation,
especially along the Southern Shore
and vicinity of Cape Race, if these
gentlemen were so appointed; if so,
did they proceed with their investiga­
tion and make a report thereon, and
if they did to lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the said report, to­
gether with a statement of what ac­
tion, if any, the Government proposes
to take to give effect to their recom­
mendation?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Mr. Speaker, in reply to
that question I would like to say that
no report has been sent in. They had
to investigate the conditions on the
Southern Shore. Captain English was
in charge of the Commission. The
Commission was appointed last sum­
mer.
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SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Have you
any idea, Sir, when the Commission
will send in a report You will re­
member we talked this matter over
when we were coming down on the
Kyle, and saw-the great necessity of
something being done.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I don’t know when they
will send in a report.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
the House a copy of all reports re­
ceived from relieving officers in the
various districts throughout the coun­
try from the first day of January to
date; a report, if any, from the Com­
missioner of Public Charities on the
same subject, and to say what, if any
action the Government is taking or
proposes to take for the relief of the
people to prevent some of them from
dying of starvation which seems now
almost inevitable.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have had that question referred to the
Commissioner of Public Charities, and
will have an answer in a day or two.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the table of
the House copy of the report made by
Dr. Chisholm on his recent visit to
Placentia Bay to investigate reports
as to destitution in that area, and to
state what action the Government has
taken or proposes to take in regard
thereto?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, the report of Dr. Chis­
holm has not yet come to my desk. I
have asked the Commissioner of Pub­
lic Charities to see if a report has
been made and to have it forwarded
to me. With regard to the second part
of the question, I might say that the
“Daisy” has been held up at Placentia
so as to take supplies which have been
sent out by train.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister with reference to his
statement yesterday in reply to a pre­
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vious question that all the loan of one
million and a half dollars obtained
from the Bank of Montreal has been
expended, how much money is owed
at present on account of the raiiway
undertakings to which this sum was
applied, and it in addition to this am­
ount now due the Government plans
undertaking any commitments which
will further increase this liability?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The amount of the loan was one mil­
lion and a half. Of that amount one
milion and a quarter were placed to
the credit of the Railroad Commission
account, and the remaining quarter of
a million was repaid to the Surplus
Trust account. I have asked Mr. Hall,
the Secretary of the Commission to let
me have a statement of the expendi­
ture. It will have to be a rough esti­
mate, and it probably can be had by
Monday.

MR. BENNETT—To ask Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, if it is correct that
the Commission owes the Reid New­
foundland Company at the present
time the sum of one million dollars or
thereabouts, and if not how much, and
to give a statement of the main items
making up the total whatever it is;
also if the Commisison owes business
people in the city and elsewhere for
supplies and otherwise, a sum of three
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or
thereabouts, and if not how much, and
to give a list of the principal sums
making up this amount and what they
represent; also to state what steps the
.Commission or the Government is tak­
ing to liquidate these obligations?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—In reply, Mr. Speaker, I beg to
state that the only amount the Com­
mission owes the Reid Newfoundland
Co. was tabled here the other day. I
know of no other amounts. Instruc­
tions have been given to hold over that
amount of ?51,000.00.
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SIR J. C. CROSBIE—To ask the Hon
Min. of Public Works to lay on the
Table of the House the following in
formation:

(1) If A. H. Salter of the Royal
Stores, is employed by the Department

(2) What salary is he paid.
(3) What are his duties.
(4) What are his hours of employ­

ment?
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr, Speaker,

the Hon. Minister has given me the
answer to that question.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, the House resolved itself into
a Committee of the Whole to consider
the Bill entitled “An Act to Repeal
10-11 Geo. V., Cap. 25, entitled ‘An Act
to Regulate the Exportation of Salt
Codfish.” ’

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Targett took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. BENNETT—Mr. Chairman, be­

fore this bill passes through the com­
mittee stage I crave your indulgence,
Sir, to make a few observations on the
only important piece of legislate
that the government has introduced so
far. When one recalls the amount of
attention given to this question by
the whole business and fishing popu
lation of the country, and that the bill
which was passed last year has creat­
ed a revolution in the commercial and
industrial life of Newfoundland it
should receive the full consideration cf
this House, when the matter was put
through this House, in spite of words
of caution from this side of the House
fo go slowly on a measure of this kind
the words fell on unheeding ears. It
the hansard were referred to it would
be found that I had the necessity of
warning the Hon. Minister to go slow­
ly on a measure that was so revolu •
tionary in character. There was not
a member of this House at the time
who realized the result of the passing
of that bill. The government was full
of rejoicing. There was a great blow­

ing of trumpets. It was a great bub­
ble, and aq aftermath of that great
measure we have to-day a bill with a
single paragraph of one line and a
half as a pin that will prick that bub-

This relates to the bill that was
I rought in here Is nt year with g«-eat
pomp. I do not. charge the Hon. Mis.
is’ei with insincerity. I believe he
wa- : ncere. I t ilia'e lie ihuugnt the
bill could be for the bi st interests if
the Colony. He was optimistic to a
fault, tut it was the greatest curse
that has ever come upon this country.
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries
jS a dreamer. He dreamed a dre'ir;
but unlike the dreamer we read of in
tec Bible or hear of in our churches.
his dream did not materialize. Joseph
of old, dreamt that all his brethren
made obeisance and bowed down in
submission to him, and often they had
sold him. He became a great power
in the land of Egypt, and we read,
that when famine overtook the land of
his fathers, his brethren went down to
the land of Egypt to procure food and
provendor to keep them alive, and
after much fear and misgivings ow­
ing to the peculiar treatment they c.
ceived at the hands of the great Go"
ernor or Ruler (who was none other
than their brother Joseph) they re­
turned home with well filled sacks and
each man’s money was found in the
mouth of his sack. How different is
our experience with William our mod­
ern dresser. He dreamt alright that
his brethren made obeisance to him:
but when famine and want came over
the land, he was found unprovided tor
and his people had to return to the
land of their fathers with empty bags
.and bands. So much for the collapse
of the Fish Regulation dream of the
Hon. W. F. Coaker, Minister of Marine
and Fisheries.

I will be pardoned if I make refer­
ence to a few remarks made by the
Prime Minister the other day in his
speech on the Address in Reply. He
made a statement which if put under 
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the magnifying glass would be found
to be absolutely empty, and,hold out
absolutely no encouragement to the
people of the country. He did not rise
to the importance of the position
which he occupies. He would be ex­
pected to hold out something more
tangible to a hungry people. If I am
right he said he assumed all responsi­
bility for the Fish Regulations. He as­
sumed the same responsibility as the
Minister who introduced the Bill last
session. One cannot think of his do­
ing otherwise, but there can be no
doubt that the Prime Minister was
grinding his own axe when he made
that statement. He is very anxious to
get in strong with the Union, knowing
that that is his only chance when the
time comes for him to again to appeal
to the country.

It is a common report that the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries is very
much exercised over the attitude of
his colleagues in this instance and the
Prime Minister has an axe to grind
though on that occasion and it repre­
sents his feeling towards Mr. Coaker
and his colleagues. His object was
the consolidation of the factions on
the other side and I understand he
was very successful because the next
day I heard that the honourable mem­
bers pledged their allegiance to the
Prime Minister. I remember Sir Ro­
bert Bond and Lord Morris had a dif­
ference in this house and Morris cros­
sed over to this side and I remember
Lord Morris bringing in on that occa­
sions resolutions dealing with two or
three crews of ships which met dis­
aster at the sealing voyage. The crews
were here walking around and they
had no money or bread except what
they received through the charity 01
the people of St. John’s. Some of the
members present will remember these
crews sleeping at the Railway sta­
tion, Mechanics Hall and other places.
Morris came in as a member of the
Opposition and moved a resolution
that the government take immediate 

steps to care for the men. But they
were voted down. I got up In my
place here altho I was on the govern­
ment side of the House as the senior
government representative of St.
John’s West and readily appreciated
the stand taken by Sir Edward Morris
and gave the Resolutions my hearty
support. The government was fairly
and honestly asked to do something for
the men some of whom are to-day
supporters of the Coaker representa­
tives here, but they gave the resolu­
tions a deaf ear, but thank God I was
decent and independent enough to
vote for them and while I am here I
will never turn a deaf ear to an ap
peal made on behalf of the fishermen
or sealers or any men of this country?
when they are in distress. I was |
then told to get out of the party j
and so I did, but I was back on that i
side of the House before the others i
knew where they were to. On the fol-
lowing election those men were turn­
ed out. I was told by Bond on that
occasion that my attitude was unex­
pected and I said in reply that the
members of his party had very poor
faith in themselves when they had to
make an open confession that they
were loyal, and that when I was loy
al I did not have to confess it. I vot­
ed according to my conscience. But
to return to the Prime Minister. Hav­
ing espoused the mantel thrown off by
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
and seeing that the government fac­
tions were crumbling he tried to ce­
ment them together, and has evidently
succeeded. I very much appreciate
the way in which the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries confessed before the
House that the Act covering the ex­
portation of codfish was a failure and
that he was going to introduce an act
to repeal it. It takes a strong man to
make such an admission he has made
a life study of this work and he has
failed and he is big enough to confess
he has made a big mistake. I regret 
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to learn that the honorable Minister
Is not in good health and it is possible
had no such an event happened his
activities may have circumscribed
more than they did. He was unable to
grapple with his many duties owing
to his failing health. The Prime Min­
ister has very cleverly accomplished
his object. He said he was in favour
of the regulations and said they were
the only redemption for the country.
and yet a bill is brought in to wipe
them off the Statute Book for ever.
Inconsistency personified. He did not
take that position for any other reas
on than for political expediency. His
conscience played no part whatever.
On that day he was a little astray in
his figures and he was prompted by
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
He was talking about the five hundred
thousand dollars appropriation for the
buying of fish and he being prompted
by the Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies said the Norwegian government ap
propriated thirty millions for the same
purpose. I am prepared to accept
that statement because the loan was
based on a well defined policy and
the whole of Norway benefited. The
matter was given serious considera­
tion and there was an ample justifi­
cation. That was a matter subscribed
to by the whole people because it was
a national matter benefittlng every
one and no one in particular. With
regard to our appropriation of five
hundred thousand only certain sec­
tions of the country got the benefit on
account of the discriminate conduct
Of those in charge. Any one with any
spar of honour and honesty with him
must necessarily proclaim against
such conduct. If the proper measure
had been introduced a measure that
^vould not help one man while anoth
er would be starving it would have re­
ceived the support I am sure of every
■man on this side, if the contingency
warranted it. But when a measure
such as this one helping one section
of the country while the other section 

was let starve,^ say how can you jus­
tify yourselves in so doing. What was
done in Norway was done in a proper
manner, while it was done in an im­
proper manner here in Newfoundland
The case is altogether different. The
Prime Minister also talked about his
visit to Italy. I feel he ought to have
had on his return material for an ex­
cellent address to this House on the
subject of our fish markets. But I
am sorry we were very much disap­
pointed. I remember when the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries returned
here after one of his visits abroad he
gave us an enlightening speech on the
handling of our fish products on the
other side, and I learned more about
the subject then than I have on all
other occasions put together. The
Prime Minister has had the same op­
portunity, but he did not avail of it.
He did not tell us about the Consorzio
and what we should do in the matter. °
His speech was mere bunkum and no­
thing else. He had an opportunity u
make himself acquainted with the
problems which unfortunately had a
very far reaching and detrimental ef­
fect on the people of Newfoundland,
but the people have got little informa­
tion from the Prime-Minister about the
matter. In his speech he talked about
the exchange being a big factor in
the matter but he merely blinded the
issue. Exchange had nothing to do
with it. Our fish was sold on sterling
exchange. His speech resembled a
drowning man grasping at a straw.
Merchants here could have sold their-
fish to people in the United States and
made two dollars in addition to the
other profit on account of the ex­
change and surely that was in our fa­
vour. When you got an offer from
Montreal to buy ten thousand quintals
of fish the exchange had nothing to
do with that and not owing in the
least to the exchange there is now a
tremendous quantity of fish here in
Ft. John's which should have been ent- 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 317

cn long ago. The Prime Minister al­
so referred in his speech to bust shops
I can tell him there are no bust shops
ever here. As tar as I know the m-m.-
bers of this side have not in either
thought, word or deed endeavoured to
break the government. The time is
not r.'pe for such nn event. You shall
have to sizzle a little longer. And
when the remedy comes it will come
from the people of this country. You
have returned from the electorate af­
ter making your promises and regret
atly you have ignominiously failed in
y<ur attempt to fulfill them, and you
are not attractive company for any­
body of men. I do not think the genr-
letnen on this side would be well ad­
vised if they wished to be in the po­
sition of the gentlemen of the otter
side. What Newfoundland is going to
do will shortly come from the people
and I say that she cannot go on like
this for much longer. Never in the
history of the country has the pres­
ent condition been parallelled. We
have one man representing four min­
istries. The Prime Minister is head of
the departments of the Prime Minister,
the Colonial Secretary, of the Agricul­
ture and Mines and of the Finance and
Customs. The Minister of Marine and
Fisheries represents his department,
he is Chairman of the Railway Com­
mission, he is President of the F. P. U.
and many other companies. It is not
possible for a human to fulfill all
those jobs at the same time. The Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries has brok
en down and I warn the Prime Minis­
ter to safeguard his health above all
things. In the Speech from the Throne
we were told that the Prime Minister
and the Minister of Justice will be go­
ing to London in June, the latter to at
tend to the Labrador Boundary case.
and the Premier the Imperial Confer
ence. Who is then going to look after
the country in their absence as Mr.
Coaker is ill. NOW that is the situation
the country has to face for the coming
year. Mr. Higgins

the women would run the government
better than you are running it and
he was right. Then the other day you
were going to have a secret session.
For wbat? There has been enough of
secrecy. What ever the Opposition
does it is done in the light of day and
we are prepared to assist the govern­
ment if their programme is beneficial
to the country. But it is essential to
have a strong man in charge of the
country’s affairs, a man of experience
and in whom the people will have con­
fluence. Not alone is bread lacking at
present, but confidence is lacking. It
is imperative to maintain our country
along proper lines and then our homes
are all right. The banks have no con­
fidence in the merchant and vice versa
and the same applies between the fish­
ermen and the merchants. A man is
as much responsible to his country as
he is to his children, because his coun­
try is his home. I believe our country
can be brought back as a Newfound­
lander I want my country to remain
with and then pass to my children.
What Newfoundlander does not? When
one is away he wants to return to see
the old rocks out of sentiment for out
homeland. Do you not remember
when Sir Chas. Fox Bennett and his
followers defeated the Confederates.
But I hope things will not go as far
as that. But if we do find ourselves
beyond recall let us put our house in
order, wash our faces clean and ac-
as an independent and upright people
and not a bankrupt race. The Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries told us
that still there is one quarter of a
million quintals of fish unmarketed.
What a great benefit it would be .
that amount of value in money was in
circulation here now. It would help
our merchants along, and tide them
over the present difficulties. The mer­
chants find it difficult to get advances
fromi the Banks, but some are prepar­
ed to advance supplies to a limited ex-

We all belong to a common bro­said the other day 1 tent.
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therhood and we must sink our differ­
ences and pull together for the com­
mon good. I now understand that
some nineteen thousand quintals ot
fish have to be placed in cold storage
as no sale can be found. Seven thous­
and five hundred quintals are to be
stored on the other side. But I would
like you have some expert examine
this fish before it is stored. The stor­
age is going to cost two dol­
lars per quintal at least, and when
you sell it I do hope you will receive
twelve dollars per quintal for it. But
you ought to make sure first that it
is pride number one fish because it
is better to use it as fertiliser than
have it completely lost in the end
when it will have cost two dollars per
quintal for storage. But I think the
Minister of Marine will do the right
thing because I know him probably
longer than any other man on the oth­
er side. We were religiously brought
up together under Archdeacon Bot-
wood and he made a fine job of him if
not of me. I sat with him in the ex
ecutive council of the national govern­
ment, and I want to say I found him
a reasonable man. Of course he was
then sitting with such men as Cashin
and Crosbie and others. He was well
looked after, and if he had the same
associates to-day this blunder would
never have occurred. On your should­
ers nowever, the responsibility lies
and on those of the Prime Minister as
he has assumed the mantel which the
^Minister has thrown off. I know it is
desirable to have some regulations as
ito the quantities of fish to go to the
markets so that too much will not go
to any one market at one time, and
thereby avoid any glutting such as
happened in the past. But no man
should be interferred with in the car­
rying of his legitimate trade. When
you say to a man how he has to sell
and when, and that he must not sell,
to so and so, you are doing a very
wrong thing. The death knell has
been sounded when you interferred 

with the law of supply and demand. Of
course at times there are trusts to be
defeated, trusts who hoard stocks and
then try and exact from the public un­
warrantable prices. As you know
there has been disastrous results in
the United States from the operations
of big monopolies. Professor Robinson
who is an expert on cold Storage and
agriculture said that he was sorry he
introduced cold storage because it was
a curse in as much as it interferred
with legitimate trade. So through the
medium trust it has been found hun­
dreds of thousands of carcasse of beef,
Ynutton. pork and meats of all kinds
and eggs with various other foods
kept in cold storage till the prices
were forced high and then the public
were fleeced, showing cold storage as
not an unmixed blessing. I have much
pleasure therefore in voting for this
^Bill becausel it closes a chapter which
has caused this country more financial
losses more lack of employment, and
more hungry men and women than
this country has ever before known.
All due to the unlawful interference
with trade. Many are the men who at
all times earned sufficient to keep
their families in comfort who are to­
day walking the street with nothing to
do, and on the verge of poverty and
want. They have not got the where
withal to get the necessaries of life
and with the limiting of the regula­
tions 1 hope work will come and the
depression existing will be consider­
ably lessened. We must save our
country. We have to realise that wt
represent a common country whether
you sit on this side of the House or
on that side and Newfoundland’s fu­
ture interests should receive our first
and undivided consideration.

MR. WALSH—After listening this
afternoon and yesterday to the twd
magnificent addresses of my two hon­
ourable friends. Sir John Crosbie and
Mr. Bennett, I presume it will be eas­
ily appreciated by you how difficult it
is for me to discuss this subject after 
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these two gentlemen have so exhaus­
tively dealt with it. However, I would
like to add my little wreath to the cof­
fin enclosing those regulations which
are gone for ever more. Usually
there is a tinge of sadness in, attend­
ing a funeral, but in this case we feel
glad to be able to do so, and I am
sure every member of this House is
glad that this ceremony is now almost
completed in that the last part of the
regulations are confined to Mother
Earth. And I might say here that I
am glad that my suspicions of yester­
day were unfounded when I thought
I smelt a rat when a suggestion was
made by the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries to introduce another act to
unlawfully interfere with legitimate
trade. I did not hear or catch owing
to my defective hearing the reply ot
the Minister to the main question ask­
ed by Sir John Crosbie, but upon en­
quiry 1 was told by one of my col­
leagues that the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries did not desire to intro­
duce any such legislation, and I am
sorry, very sorry that the Minister did
not earlier discover the disaster that
was sure to come in the wake of those
cursed regulations. I have been be­
fore accused of making a dead set on
certain individuals in this House
when debating, but I want to say here
that T am addressing the Minister in
his official capacity as Minister of Mai
ine and Fisheries as I have always
addressed him, and I cannot lose this
opportunity of again reminding the
Minister that he is responsible for
those regulations, and if they had been
removed months ago when he was ad­
vised accordingly this awful calamity
would have been diverted,. and the
country saved from ruin which those
regulations have brought upon it un­
necessarily. And the most regrettable
feature of those regulations is tlia,
various parts of the country suffered
more than they should because they
were not carried out indiscriminately
as is evidenced by the letter read yes­

terday by Sir John Crosbie which was
written in the Evening Telegram by
Mr. Penny of Ramea. The people on
the South West and West coasts were
robbed right and left by the govern­
ment, and I think if Mr. Penny had
published that letter last autumn I be­
lieve sufficient hostility would have
showing against the Regulations, that
the people would combine in a big
crowd and march down to the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries, and make
it impossible for him to carry on those
regulations, another hour when such
good and enterprising business men
such as George Penny who is one of
the biggest exporters of fish on the
South West Coast, were practically
ruined for life after years of industry.
Mr. Penny sold a cargo of fish in July
last which should have netted sixty
thousand dollars under ordinary con­
ditions or rather he tried to sell this
cargo but the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries replied to his application
saying that he could not sell and la­
ter one of the Advisory Board. Mr.
Barr, asked Penny to sell the fish to
him for fifty four thousand, and he dio
and to-day that gentleman cannot pay
fifty-four cents, let alone say fifty
four thousand and the result is that
Mr. Penny is ruined for the remainder
of his days. Now that is what hap-
nened the good old firm of Penny, but
the same happened to Moulton. Buf­
fett. Harris and Inknen and others alt
belonging to the South West Coast,
but in other parts of the Island the
same treatment was not meted out,
and the reason is already known. But
there are other parts of the Island be­
sides the South West coast which also
suffered to the same deplorable de­
gree. Now it is not my intention to
labour this question very far. I have
already had a word or two with regard
to this matter, but as this subject is
of such vast importance I think I can­
not let this opportunity pass without
availing myself of it to say a word or
two further. Now it is common know­
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ledge that on account of the peculiar
conditions existing on the South Coast
that the people there have been depen­
dent on the American markets and it
is common knowledge that American
firms sent down three or four hundred
thousand dollars to purchase fish from
us, and it is also common knowledge
that the people of Placentia and St
Mary’s Bay are dependent upon Am­
erican markets yet the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries and his associates
saw fit to issue an ultimatum to those
American Fish Firms, so that they
were not allowed to ship their fish
with the result that the large sum of
three or hour hundred thousand dol­
lars was sent back to America to the
American banks and it is doubtful if
it will ever return here and this is
another instance of the scandalous
way in ..which those regulations were
carried out. They were so carried out
that those in charge tried and accom­
plished the construction of monopo
lies and you all know without compe­
tition the people cannot get good
prices for their products. There is
one part of the remarks of Mr. Ben­
nett’s that I have to disagree with and
that is his reference to cold storage
in that it was a curse. I would agree
with him if he had said that cold stor­
age was a curse to any other country
hut our own as we are so peculiarly
situated, especially on the South West
Coast where it is impossible to get the
required weather to make the class of
fish put up down there for the differ­
ent markets and just west of us we
have one hundred and twenty million
people starving for fresh fish. N.
cold storage is god for all of us any
way. I would like to see some cap­
italists but not the government who
have hundreds of million's of dollars
ready to invest to get busy, and in­
vest them in the erection of cold stor­
age plants and supply those people.

May I suggest to my honourable
friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, whom I know do know quite 

a bit about the fishing industry of the
country and whom I know, having dis­
covered that he made a fatal blunder
in connection with the fishery regu­
lations, will display his activities in
some other directions to try and make
good—that before he vacates the de-
partment that he now occupies that
he would get busy and try and inter­
est some outside capitalists to come
in and view for themselves the con­
ditions and possibilities here with re­
gard to the erection of cold storage
plants.’ I want once more, and I hope
for the last time, to enter my strong­
est protest against the manipulation
of that half million dollars. That is,
in my opinion, one of the most seri­
ous blunders and one of the most
criminal actions that was ever com­
mitted by any administration, and why
I protest against it so vigorously is
because of the fact that on the South
West Coast and in Placentia and St.
Mary’s Bays there are at this very
moment thousands of quintals of fish
lying in the stores and stages of the
people and those very same people
have to be stigmatized because of the
unfortunate position that they find
themselves in to-day in not being able
to buy food. This is the reason that
I want to again protest against this
action of Mr. Coaker and his associ­
ates. During the past week in this
House members got up debating the
wretched conditions that existed in
Placentia and St. Mary’s Bays and oth­
er places. These conditions would
not have existed if the legitimate
trade of the people had not been in­
terfered with by the present Govern­
ment who brought these conditions
about, and if those people had got
what was their rights such condi­
tions would not exist to-day. Equal
rights to all is what the members for
Bonavista and other northern dis­
tricts proclaim and represent, but if
that principle had been carried out
the men of Placentia and St. Mary’s
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Bays would have had a chance .to dis-
pose of some of their fish, and, If they
got that chance, perhaps, members
would not have to get up in this
House and appeal to the Leader of the
Government and his associates to send
out to Placentia or any other Bay,
poor relief and whilst referring to that
matter I want to avail of this oppor­
tunity to extend my thanks to the
Leader of the Government for his
courtesy' to my colleagues and myself
and also to thank him on behalf of
those unfortunate suffering people for
the way in which he treated the re­
commendations that were given him
with regard to this matter. And may
I suggest, with your permission, Sir,
from my place in this House, that Mr.
Dee, who I understand is the gentle­
man who is gone on that steamer with
relief and medical assistance to the
people of the Western Shore, be in­
structed to call at the other sections
of Placentia Bay where the conditions
of the people are very gloomy. The
people around Sound Island and vic­
inity and up around Baine Harbour
the circumstances of the people are
poor indeed. On behalf of my col­
leagues, I ask the Prime Minister to
consider this request nad I hope that
he will give serious thought to the
matter. Perhaps the most important
matter affecting the fishery at the
present time is lack of supplies. There
are people in Placentia Bay, especially
on the West Coast, who are solely de­
pending on the Marystown Trading
Company for supplies, which is now
practically gone out of business. The
Marystown Trading Company grew up
with those people. A great number
of those people formerly came to St.
John’s and got their supplies from
the city and went to the Marystown
Trading Company at Marystown and
it was because, of the good treatment
that they received from Mr, Harris
and his associates, they finally with­
drew from St. John’s and dealt solely 

at Marystown. Now those fishermen
are in the unfortunate position that
as the Marystown Trading Company
have closed their doors, they are not
able to get the necessary articles they

■ require to prosecute the fishery. The
same happens in another part of Pla­
centia Bay where the firm of Thomas
Wakely & Sons did a large business
at Hr. Buffett and Haystack. Owing
to the unfortunate loss they sustained
last year, they find that they are not
able to supply this year. Kemp at
Placentia is in a similar position. At
the present moment there is, at least,
from my district in this city 100 men
seeking supplies and cannot get one
dollar’s worth. Since this House
opened this afternoon my colleagues
and myself have been called out on
two or three occasions to interview
men who came here from various
parts of my district. They told us
that they had travelled from one end
of Water Street to the other and could
not get any supplies. Now this is a
serious condition of affairs. While
ready and willing to thank the Gov­
ernment and the Prime Minister for
the way in which they treated our
constituents in the matter of relief, I
would like to point out that this kind
of thing cannot go on. It is a drag on
the revenue and the people who re­
ceive it do not want it if they can get
work and the work they want is what
they are best used to—at the fishery.
Grand Falls is overcrowded with men
and Limeville on the West Coast and
all other individual centres is over­
crowded and, as long as Newfound­
land is Newfoundland, it is just as well
for us to make up our minds once
and for always that the codfishery of
the Colony is going to remain the

(Staple industry. Therefore, it be­
hooves the Government and it is the
bounden duty of the Opposition to try
and devise some scheme whereby
those people will be able to go to
work. If those men are deprived from 
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prosecuting the fishery this year,
where is the money going to come
from to pay my sessional pay for next
session, iMt: Slpeaker,> and your ses­
sional pay and the Ministerial salar­
ies and till the other salaries of the
Civil Service. The only possible hope
that I see, and I think it will be
agreed to by individual members gen- *
erally in this House, to bring about a
solution of the serious problem facing
us in regard to supplies for the fish­
ery, is by having a secret session, al­
though my Hon. friend, Mr. Bennett,
did not take kindly to that idea. When
I suggested a meeting of that nature
a few days ago in this House I did not
mean a secret session in this House of
Assembly. What I meant was for
both sides to meet anywhere outside
this House—Kelligrews, Topsail or
anywhere you might name—and dis­
cuss the matter in a friendly way. It
would be almost impossible for both
sides to meet here where the chairs
and desks are charged and surcharg­
ed, because a man may get up and
make a friendly remark and something
may prick him and the whole thing
may end in a fight before very long.
But I say that conditions are getting-
so serious in all the districts that
something ought to be done quickly
It is now nearly the middle of May;
formerly boats operating on the Cape
St. Mary’s grounds would have two or
three trips made by the middle of May.
As I said at the beginning, I had no
intention of making any lengthy re.
marks, as I thought the ground was
so well covered by previous speakers
and as I understand that the Leader
of the Opposition and other members
on this side of the House are going to
have a word or two to say; but before
taking my seat I want to make one
more appeal to the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries, as he is the most
conversant with the matter of fishery
supplies and I would ask him to try
and get the Government and Opposition 

together on this matter, if he feels it is
wise to do so, but I wish to assure him
personally that any suggestion that he
has to make or any suggestion that
the Government has to make in the di­
rection mentioned will have my strong­
est support. I might say that I have
discussed the matter at a meeting of
the Opposition and I found that it Is
the desire of every one of them to
come to the rescue to try and devise
some means so as our fishermen can
prosecute the* fishery the coming sea­
son. Do not leave it for another week
or even another day, but act this aft­
ernoon I believe that, if the govern
ment and the Opposition went into
this thing whole-heartedly and hon
estly, each bearing its proportion part
of the responsibility’and without any
desire of blaming in particular, that
some good would be done for those
much deserving people whom I have
so often referred to.

MR. VINNICOMBE—Mr.Chairman, I
rise to support the Bill before the
House, but I must say that my sup­
port is not whole-hearted. If the mem­
bers on the government side had to
be manly enough to vote for the a-
mendment that was brought in a few
days ago when the fish regulations
were under discussion, there w’ould be
no necessity for this bill. The gov­
ernment side did not have backbone
enough to vote for the Amendment be­
cause it came from the Opposition;
nor did they look to the welfare of
the country in casting their vote. We
have been accused of hang *er down
tactics and all sorts of things on this
side of tli6 House, but when the public
were clamouring for a repeal of the
fish regulations, w’e W’ere responsible
for having them repealed, while the
government side thought fit to vote
against it. Still we are asked by one
government member and another to
unite for the good of the country, well
when we started to unite you threw’
us down. Now I agree to support this
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Bill because of what that bill means
for the country and its people; tut
any other bill coming from the gov­
ernment side—well, I think, I will give
it considerabe thought before voting
for it. As a matter of fact the men on
the government side are so incompe­
tent that any bill they do bring ic
here should necessitate the donning
of our thinking caps on this side to see
whether we are doing right or wrong
in voting for it. Mr. Coaker is not a
fisherman, never was, but is proclaim­
ed the fishermen’s friend and he turn­
ed out to be their friend too, especially
sic.ne he got in the Executive. Dr.
Barnes is Minister of Education. His
knowledge of fish is confined to the
caplin’s school. Men like Mr. Foote,
Mr. Brownrigg and Mr. Warren know
nothing about the subject and what­
ever Mr. Coaker says about fish, whe­
ther right or wrong, the Prime Minis­
ter says alright to, even though he
knows it to be wrong, fearing that Mr.
Coaker might take his crown away
from him, so that Mr. Squires has to
cater to Mr. Coaker. As Mr. Bennett
said, when Mr. Coaker was in the Ex
ecutive with him and with a good man
over him he was as nice as pie. You
could handle him any way; but, Sir,
the present government and the Prime
Minister had all they could do to
handle him when he cut loose.

When Sir John Crosbie was talking
the other day on this Codfish Bill, the
Chairman brought him to order be­
cause he spoke on railway matters,
well I contend that any man in this
House can talk on all matters all over
this Island, even on education, and he
won’t get away from the subject be­
cause the whole country is a ‘cod’ and
made so by the nresent government. 1
want to say, Sir, that some of us are
not alone here to day to fight for the
repealing of the fish regulations, but
we are here to have something more
tangible done for the district of St.
John’s East. We hear no talk here
about poverty in that district. The 

people are bearing their burdens, with
out murmurs. They are - not letting
their poverty be known. To-day in
that district are some farmers and
fishermen who have not a potato to
put in the ground. Men who used al1
ways have provisions made for their
seed potatoes have them all eaten up,
owing to the hard times within the
past six or nine months. I think that
some employment should be given
those people this summer and I think
that the government should raise a
loan, if they hate not got the money
in the Treasury already, to provide
work for those necple. I am told that
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
has $140,000 left. Well I think wt,
might ask him for part of that. I do
not think it would be wise to keep it
where it is, because, if you do, it may
get like the fish and you will probab­
ly have to put it in cold storage. The
Prime Minister said in his Manifesto
to the people that he would do every­
thing in his power to keep the wolf
from the door and that he would de­
vise some sort of scheme whereby the
poor man and the poor ■woman, who,
through the hand df fate, were depriv­
ed of incomes, except what could
scarcely keep body and soul together.
would be able to live properly. No
doubt the Prime Minister got up a
scheme alright. There were a few
noor neople in the country before he
got in power, but within the past 18
months there are thousands more, and
those who were poor before have been
made poorer still. I do not know what
the hand of fate had to do with it, but
I know what the hand of incompetent
men had to do with it. There was a
time when Mr. Jennings was in Oppo­
sition and when he always advocated
that there should be pensions for old
and aged women as well as for men;
also that he was going to have the
nension of the latter increased when
he got. in the government. He used
to tell about the poor women whom
he met in the streets. But he has not 



324 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

fulfilled his promise yet, after being
eighteen months in the government,
and I am afraid he never will. I think
that the poor worn out women will
have to wait until the women get a
vote, and I don’t think that Mr. Jen­
nings will ever give them that right
if he can help it. But he took good
care to help himself from the Treas­
ury since he became a member of the
government. I was going to say that
I have a certain amount of regard for
Mr. Coaker, but, perhaps, I am tread­
ing on dangerous ground by saying so,
because it will likely make the Prime
Minister feel uncomfortable. I believe
that if Mr. Coaker was with the right
kind of men and kept in his place that
he would make an ideal public man,
because I believe that he is more or
less sincere in everything he under­
takes. It was pitiable to look at him,
but he was man enough to throw up
his hands, after the failure of the fish
regulations, and say “blame me for it;
I did it all.” I must say it was a cor­
poral work of mercy. The Prime Min­
ister never assisted him in his troub­
les, but to serve his own political ends
he got up here and praised Mr. Coak­
er, the F. P. U. and F. P. U. mem­
bers and forgot the constituents that
he represents in the West End of St.
John’s. But at that time there was
talk of a “bust”. I don’t know where
it was going to be, but this I do know
that the “bust” was not going to take
place on this side because we are con­
tented over here and I hope that you
are as happy over there, though, I
doubt it. Dr. Barnes is smiling. Well
I know he is happy—and why
wouldn’t he—drawing his enormous
salary. If I were on that side I would
be like King Henry, I would never
smile again, after helping .to put the
muntry in the state it is in after eigh­
teen months of ciice.

I got up here this afternoon to say
that I support the Bill before the
House and it is only that I am a true
Newfoundlander that I do so, but I 

wonder if the same could be said of
members of the Government. I think
that the condition of this country to­
day was brought on solely by the fish
regulations; but I don’t think that
four million dollars left by Sir Michael
Cashin when he left office was all
thrown away on the fish regulations.
The Prime Minister does not seem to
come in for any blame whatever. I
asked Mr. Samson the question the
other day as to who was his boss and
he replied that Mr. Squires was. Only
then I found out correctly as I al­
ways thought up to that time that Mr.
Coaker was his boss. That being so,
Mr. Squires really had charge of the
spending and squandering of that four
million dollars and other public
moneys as well. When Sir M. P. Cash­
in was thrown out—one cannot call it
anything else but thrown out—of the
Government by deception, lies and
slander has not the Prime Minister al­
lowed public moneys to be thrown out
here, there and everywhere ever since.
Enough proof of that statement is the
sugar question and the “Food Con­
trol Board” not the Food Control
Board which was brought about by the
Prime Minister. Even the Speaker is
talking about the free trip abroad that
he had to the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the Minister is telling
the Speaker, I suppose, of his visit to
European countries where he saw the
people lying about the streets in their
tattern clothes and in a state of pov-

. erty and starvation.
HON. MINISTER MARINE AND

FISHERIES
MR. VINICOMBE.—Well that shows

the incompetent men that you were
when you charged those poor people
such a high price for our fish. I un­
derstand that there is also to be
Standardization of fish Bill to be
brought in this session, well I am not
/going to vote for it, even if I think it
is good, because of your incompetence.
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Before taking my seat I would like to 
say that it is time that we were up
and doing in this House with a view to
enabling the fishermen of the country
to get supplies to carry on the fishery
this year. It is time for the Govern­
ment to see what can be done.for the
poor fishermen and the poor laborer of
the country as well. There are coop­
ers in St. John’s to-day in distress
caused by the fish regulations prevent­
ing them from selling their products
within the past year. These people
were always independent before the
regulations were enforced, and, who,
if they could sell their stocks to-day,
would be independent again.

Every available inch of space in the
cooperage is taken up with stock for
which the coopers are unable to find
a market. Now Mr. Chairman, I do
not like to see the Minister of Fisher­
ies talking while we are asking him
if he is going to do something to help
the people; I would ask him if he is
going to raise a loan for this purpose.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—Will you support me in that
if I do?

MR. VINICOMBE—Yes, I would sup
port anything that I thought was for
the benefit of' the people of my dis­
trict. I know of clergymen in St.
John's East who are daily receiving
appeals for help and why not open up
a road to Flatrock or Pouch Cove tha^
would give these people some way to
earn a few dollars. A petition was
sent in a few days ago from Pouch
Cove and Flatrock asking for the mo­
ney to open up work on this road; it
would at least help them to buy a
barrel of flour which they are now un­
able to get. A man came to me not
long ago for a barrel of flour and he
told me that altho he was ashamed to
say it he had been forced to eat his
seed potatoes. This has been so in
more than one case, and another man
asked me if I could guarantee him a
couple of barrel of potatoes to put in
the ground. I told him I would see
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that he got them. The firm of Bow­
ring Bros, who always did an exten­
sive business in Flatrock are no long­
er supplying and these people are at a
loss to know where they are going to
get supplies for the summer. While
we have been sitting here for two
months doing nothing some plan —
should have been devised to give out­
work to relieve the distress which is
now so general. The Prime Minister
in his Manifesto talks about the hand
of Fate, but God knows it is not the
hand of Fate that has been responsible,
for the times that are now upon us;
it is the hand of incompetent men. I
bet Mr. Penney has seen the result of
these times in his district of Carbo-:
near.

HON. THE SPEAKER—Not at all.
MR. VINICOMBE—How much poor

relief has had to be given to your dis­
trict, Mr. Archibald?

MR. ARCHIBALD—There has been
no special relief for Hr. Grace.

MR. VINICOMBE—But there has
been relief nevertheless?

MR. ARCHIBALD—A little.
MR. VINICOMBE—I thought so.

Now I ask is it not time for us to do
something to relieve the sufferings
that people are undergoing because of
lack of employment. It is all very well
for the Prime Minister to talk about
the hand of fate, but the hand of in­
competence is responsible for a whole
lot more. The members of the gov­
ernment who at one time professed
such concern for the poor fisherman
have fallen from grace but I never
thought Mr. Jennings would fall and
I am surprised that he does not try
to do something.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—If you
would stop talking for a while we
would be able to do something.

MR. VINICOMBE—It is all very well
for you to tell me to stop talking, but
that is only camouflage. You’ve had
time enough if you wanted to do any­
thing. . You can go right to work now
and we will give you till Sunday for
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that matter. It Is the corporal works
of mercy any way and the better the
day the better the deed. You might
think I am joking, but I was never
more in earnest in my life because
when we see people with distress in
their faces looking for something to
do to keep themselves and their fam­
ilies alive. It is no joking matter. We
are told that Mr. Coaker is going to
resign and I would be long sorry to
see that. Besides I do not see how
that could help matters. It is better
for him to hold on for another two or
three years and do the best in that
time because he will not have the op­
portunity of doing it after that and
there could be no better proof of this
fact than the Prime Minister’s speech'
a few days ago. Well, Mi-. Chairman,
all I have to say is that I rise to sup­
port the Bill before the Chair. I am
sorry the hon. gentlemen on the other
side did not join with us when we
brought in the amendment. I can see
what a dread the Prime Minister has
over him. He doesn’t know where he
is. He said that the Fish Regulations
was a good measure, but if he believes
this why take them off. I want to
make an appeal to the Prime Minis­
ter, the Minister of Justice and Mr.
Coaker to do something before the
House meets again to deal with the
situation that confronts us with regard
to the distress existing in and around
the city and throughout the country.
As I stated before, Bowring Bros, are
doing nothing for the men who always
depended on them for their supplies
and here are we wasting time in here
taking a section off this Act and putt­
ing a section on that. When Mr. Coak­
er was man enough to come in and
acknowledge his faults it is a pity he
he does not now try to do something
to atone for them. I believe that if
he had good men to advise him he
would be different. He was all right
when he was in the National Govern­
ment with men who knew their bus­
iness, but now he has nobody to whom 

he can look for assistance or advice.
Now Mr. Chairman, I am not going to
further delay the House. Mr, Jennings
said that if we on this side of the
House would stop talking something
would be done. If he will undertake
to do something to help the fishermen,
the whole Opposition will stop talking.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Will the
hon. member guarantee that?

MR. VINICOMBE—Yes.
MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Then if

the hon. member carries out his part
of the contract, we will carry out ours.

MR. VINICOMBE—We can’t trust
you on that side of the House.

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
The Prime Minister has given his word

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I will promise that something is
going to be done.

MR. VINICOMBE—I knew the Min.
of Fisheries was your real leader, Mr.
Jennings. Would it be too much to
ask the Hon. Minister what time some­
thing will be done. Will it be soon
Sir?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES.—Yes. ........................

MR. VINICOMBE—Before taking my
seat, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that
no Bill be brought in this session to
further interfere with our fisheries or
with the trade of the Country.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Chairman,
notwithstanding the interjection
thrown across the House by the Min­
ister of Public Works to the effect that
we on this side are talking too much
and thus taking up the time of the
House, I rise to make a few remarks
on the Bill before the Chair. I can­
not think that the suggestion made by
the hon. minister was made in all
seriousness as I have always taken
him to be a man of his word. He said
if we on ?iis side stopped talking that
the Government would go ahead and
do something, but all I ask hon. gen­
tlemen to do is to look at the Order
Paper to-day and see if there is any­
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thing on it in the way of legislation
the passage of which is being delay­
ed. There is nothing on the Order
Paper from day to day; we have not
had more than one or two night ses­
sions since the House met and the
House has been adjourned from
Thursday till Monday. Does that look
as if the people on this side of the
House want to hang her down? If
on the other hand the Minister is sin­
cere in his remarks, I apologize but
I fear he is not and therefore, I shall
proceed with my remarks.

One difference which is very notice­
able this year is that in the deport­
ment of the members on the left of the
Speaker as compared with the previ­
ous session. Last year they were at
the zenith of their power; they came
in here with a large majority;, a large
surplus left by their predecessors in
office was at their disposal and for
them the land was flowing with milk
and honey. To-day gloom and despair
are depicted on their faces and after
all, is it any wonder that they should
look like they do. Everything they
have touched has gone against them;
they see the handwriting on the wall
and they realize that their doom is
sealed. I would ask the hon. gentle­
men to whom I refer, I would ask
them individually not to be offended at
anything I might say. With regard to
the Fish Regulations, there was never
in the history of the Colony a mea­
sure placed on the Statute Book that
has become more familiar to the pub­
lic and it is doubtful if there was ever
one that has gained such unpopular­
ity. That Bill was brought in here
with all the pomp and power and glory
of the Government and now the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries has to
come in and admit its failure. He says
that he does not agree with the way
in which the Bill was carried out but
if it was not who was to blame? I
supported It because he assured us 
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that it. would not be put in force unless
the.necessity for it arose and when he
went over to the other side and came
back and put the measure in force, it
was thought that his experience in the
markets had taught him that the ne­
cessity had arrived. In my remarks
on the Bill when it was introduced
last year I said that in enforcing these
Regulations there should be a certain
amount of give and take, but the re­
sult has proved that it was all give
and no take. I heard the statement
made here this afternoon that there
are 250,000 qtls. of fish remaining in
Newfoundland unsold and in all pro­
bability, if it was all estimated we
would find that there are more like
350,000 qtls. here, and I contend that
if it were not for the Regulations we
would not have a single quintal out of
this on our hands to-day. I am not
saying this without knowing what I
am talking about. The South West
Coast was held up and men like Pen­
ney and others who have been ruined,
were not allowed to export their fish
when they wanted to; if they had been
permitted to do their business in the
way they thought best, at least 100,-
000 quintals of fish from that section
would have been put into consumption
that never was marketed. Take again
the case of the Iceland fish that was
sold in Italy. If it had not been for
the Regulations 260,000 quintals of
our fish would have gone into that
market. I see the Minister of Fish­
eries taking notes and he will probab­
ly tell us that there is not 100,000 qtls.
of fish left on the West Coast but that
is not what I mean. Perhaps he will
also tell us that we did not lose a
market for 200,000 quintals in Italy. I
was told by an exporter of Concep­
tion Bay that if they got the prices for
their fish set by the Regulations it
would nett them five dollars a quintal
profit but if they had been allowed to
have their own way they would have 
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been satisfied to take four dollars;
three dollars; two dollars or even fif­
ty cents to be able to dispose of their
fish. If we had free trade last yeat;
the Italians would have paid a better
price for our fish than they paid the
Icelanders and we would have sold
that much fish which now remains in
the country. Now, Sir, look at condi­
tions all over the country to-day. Ap­
peals for food are coming in from all
quarters and the people find them­
selves unable to purchase the bare ne-
cessities of life. The reason of this is
not because they are not independent;
it is true that they are not able to buy
their supplies now because for ex­
ample, the Marystown Trading Co. has
been placed in the position that they
have twenty-five hundred quintals of
fish taken from the dealers out
around Placentia and St. Mary's Bays
for which they have not been able to
pay them. What happened was this:
The dealers turned in their fish ana
up to the present the money has not
been paid for it. It was stated by Sir
John Crcsbie yesterday that men who
had $1,200 on the Company’s books
were unable to get supplies. The
same thing applies to the larger num­
ber of small merchants and all this
misery is not the result of any action
of the people themselves but the di­
rect result of the Regulations. A
great mistake was made when the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries did
not take the advice of people whose
experience warranted their opinions
being taken seriously. The country is
now in a desperate plight and the loss
of revenue will be so great that it will
be years before the country can again
be put on a paying basis. At least
two and a half million dollars will
have been lost to the Colony in re7
venue while between sugar purchases
and fish purchases and other bungling,
the expenditure will show an increase
of another two and a half millions over 

last year. You will have to go in for
a very severe retrenchment policy. We
hear on the street that it is the inten­
tion to cut the salaries of the civil
servants (mt that, Mr. Chairman,
should be the last resort. Cut the sal­
aries of the members of the House of
Assembly or if any reduction in sal­
aries is to take place, I hope you will
have a sliding scale and I hope too
that you won’t cut the salaries of men
who are getting less than a thousand
dollars a year.

I have received a message from the
people of Bar Haven, in the District
of Placentia and St. Mary’s since
coming into the House, asking why the
telegraph office has been taken away
from them. Perhaps this is the first
step in the retrenchment policy that
the Government has to enter upon, but
I want to serve notice that in matters
of this kind no partiality must be
shown. If you are going to cut out
telegraph offices in Placentia Bay, you
must cut them out in every other place
of equal population. The message
reads as follows. (Reads Message.)

Those men are very much in earnest
over this matter. If this administra­
tion has to go on I trust that the Gov­
ernment will see that fair play is
shown and that every district of a
similar population to Placentia and
St. Mary’s will be treated on the same
lines. With reference to the remark
made by the member for St. John’s
East, Mr. Vinnicombe, in connection
with the resignation of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, I would say
that we would be very sorry to see him
resign, as we would miss him very
much indeed in this House. I trust
that, if he has any intention of re­
signing from his ministerial position,
he is not going to give up his seat in
this Assembly. Mr. Coaker has made
the amende honorable here. He has
come in and pleaded guilty. When the 
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regulations did not turn out as he
wished, he had the courage of his
convictions and was honest enough to
admit their failure. I am sorry that
they did not turned out as he antici­
pated; and I am sorry for the Govern­
ment which is now in an awkward
position financially. But there is a
ray of hope, and might I suggest to
the Government and to the individual
members of the Government to follow
the example of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries and to get up and state
here that you are sorry that your leg­
islation did not turn out as you ex­
pected, that results have not been
what you expected, that you are sor­
ry for your mistakes and that you are
prepared to get out now and give
more competent men charge of the
administration of the public affairs of
the country. I do not anticipate that
you will do that, but I will make this
statement now, that, if you men in the
Government are prepared to resign
and let the burden come on other
shoulders, I will promise you that
within twenty-four hours $150,001)
would be at the disposal of the Muni­
cipal Council for the purpose of giv­
ing the men in St. John’s work and
that $5,000,000 would be raised in Eng­
land at 5 per cent, because the finan­
cial people on the other side of the
water have the utmost confidence in
the men, who, up to eighteen months
ago, conducted the public affairs of
Newfoundland.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the Committee rise, report
progress and ask leave to sit again.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that 

the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow. 1

Second Reading of Bill entitled “Of
the Auditing of Public Accounts.”

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General has
asked for this Bill so that rules and
regulations may be made by him from
time to time and to place in his hands
a little more definite, authority and
power in the matter of accounts and
the execution of cheques payable out
of surplus trust accounts.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It is about
time.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Hon Leader of the Opposition
says it is about time. Well I might
say for his information that this does
not affect any act of the present ad­
ministration for the past year or -so.
However, it is desirable that further
a ithority should be vested in the Aud­
itor General so that he can make
rules and regulations, subject to the
approval of the Governor-in-Council,
in order that his department can car­
ry on its work in a more efficient and
business-like manner. The only
change in the Act, as it is already, is
a verbal change because of the re­
tirement of the Postmaster Genera)
and the Minister of Posts and Tele­
graphs is included within the scope
of the ordinary minister. The ac­
counts of the Shipping Department
will not. come under the Audit Act but
will be included in the Customs Act,
as the Shipping Department will be
going out of existence. In 1905 these
Acts were consolidated and this Bill
repeals section 28 of Chapter 23, as
follows:

‘The Minister of Finance and Cus-
“toms, the Assistant Collector and all
“Ministers, deputies of Ministers, of-
"ficers, clerks or persons charged with
“the receipt of moneys, except the
“Minister of ^hipping, shall cause the
“gross revenues of their several de-
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“partments or offices to be paid at
“such times and under such Regula-
“tions as the Minister of Finance and
“Customs prescribes from time to
"time to an account to be called ‘The
"Newfoundland Exchequer Account,’
“at such bank or banks as are deter-
“mined by the Minister of Finance and
"Customs, and daily accounts of such
“moneys so deposited shall be rend­
ered to the Comptroller and Auditor
“General in such form as the Treasury
"Board provides: Provided that such
“sums as may be required to pay com-
"mission on the sale of revenue and
“postage stamps, and other reimburse-
“ments of a like kind for which no
“vote of the Legislature is taken, may
“under an Order-in-Council be deduct­
ed from such gross revenues and
“shall be allowed by the Comptroller
“and Auditor General, on production
“to him of a proper certificate or
“voucher satisfactory to the Comptrol­
ler and Auditor General.”

I propose to get for Committee
stage, so that the matter may be fully
discussed, a report on the main points
from the Auditor General and which
report, I understand, the Auditor Gen­
eral has already prepared.

MR. BENNETT.—It strikes me at a
cursory glance that, under the first
section, the Auditor General cannot
put in force these rules and regula­
tions until he has first received the ap­
proval of the Governor in Council.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
That is the same as prescribed under
the original Act for the carrying on of
the Audit Act

MR. BENNETT.—And should not
these rules and regulations be approv­
ed of first by the House of Assembly?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
That is the present law of the Colony.

MR. BENNETT.—My conception of
the position of the Auditor General is
that this ocicial stand in a unique
position and he should be untrammel­

led by any influence, either Governor
in Council or any other authority.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—So
he is.

MR. HIGGINS.—The only apparent
noticeable alteration made to section
(1) is that the “Governor in Council”
substitutes the words “Treasury
Board."

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
The Treasury Board practically con­
sists of the Governor in Council:
namely, the Colonial Secretary, the
Attorney General, the Minister of Fi­
nance and Customs and I think one
other.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, this Bill en­
titled “An Act to amend Chapter 23
of the Consolidated Statutes, entit­
led ‘Of the Auditing of Public Ac­
counts’," was read a second time, and
it was ordered that it be referred to
a Committee of the Whole House on
to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

MR. MOORE gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

DR JONES gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

SIR .1. C. CROSBIE gave Notice ofi
Qusetion.

MR. LEWIS Gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

MR. SULLIVAN gave Notice of
Question.

MR. WALSH gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til Monday afternoon at three of the
clock.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, in moving that the House
on its rising do adjourn until Monday
next at three o’clock, I desire to call
the attention of the House to a state­
ment made in the editorial columns of
this afternoon’s issue of the Evening
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Telegram newspaper. The editorial
refers to Beaumont Hamel, which it
rightly describes as a sacred field
made holy by the blood of Newfound­
land’s sons shed there on that fatal
day of July 1st, 1916. The subject un-
der discussion in the editorial is the
purchase of Beaumont Hamel battle­
field by the Newfoundland Govern­
ment. The editorial reads as follows:

“It would have been much better if
"the Government had bought the
"ground for Newfoundland out of gen-
“eral revenue, leaving it to popular
“subscription to erect a fitting monu-
"ment, and to look after the upkeep
“and beautifying of the cemetery.”

That is exactly what tbe Newfound­
land Government did. In March, 1921,
the Newfoundland Government,
through the Department of Militia,
transferred to the credit of Lieut.-Col.(
then Major, Nangle, at the Bank of
Montreal, Paris, the sum of $15,000,
for the purchase of the Beaumont
Hamel area, the cost of which was
estimated at approximately $10,000,
and the purchase of certain other
sites for the erection of other New­
foundland war memorials. The New­
foundland Government has also ar­
ranged for the War Memorial itself,
and that amount is also being paid for
out of public funds through the De­
partment of Militia. Up to the pre­
sent the Government has arranged
only for the purchase of the area and
the erection of the War Memorial,
which, as is well known, is intended to
be the caribou monument designed by
Mr. Basil Gotto. A portion of the
funds for the monument has also been
already forwarded.

No arrangements have yet been com­
pleted by the Government for the lay­
ing out of the Beaumont Hamel bat­
tlefield. I would like to see a fund of
$25,000 raised by public subscription
for that purpose. I understand that a
sum of money has already been raised 
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by direct subscription by some ladies
who arc interested, and I am sure
there will be a ready response
throughout the whole Island of New­
foundland to any general movement
which may be undertaken to secure
funds for the beautifying of this his­
toric battlefield; this piece of New­
foundland in France, this burial
ground of so many of our heroic dead.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, May 9th, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant io ad­
journment.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
people of Harlcott asking for the sum
of $300 for the purpose of making a
breakwater so that the road to Salmo-
nicr can be maintained. It is very im
portant that this matter be attended to
This is the only means of communi­
cation between Haricott and Salmo-
nier, -and the road cannot be kept
there without a breakwater.

MR. WALSH—I beg to support that
petition.

MR. SINNOTT—I give the petition
my hearty support.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
inhabitants of Upshell, asking for the
sum of $1000 to complete a railway
connecting roaa. This road was be­
gun a few years ago, and the sum of
$500 was spent, but that amount was
not sufficient. This petition is very
largely signed by all the prominent
men of the community. I have anoth­
er petition from Little Harbour on the
same subject. This petition is also
largely signed.

I have also a petition from Famish
Cove on the subject of a bridge. This
bridge forms a connection between
two banks of a river. It is now in a
falling down condition as it has not
been attended to for a number of 
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years. The petition ask £or the sum
of only $200 for this very necessary
work. 1 have a petition from Sound
Island asking that some change be
made in the Relieving Oificorship. At
present the Relieving Officer resides
at Harbor Buffett. Although he is a
very capable man it is impossible for
him to keep in touch with all the pla­
ces in his jurisdiction. The petition
asks that Mr. William Mitchell be ap­
pointed Relieving Officer for the out­
lying islands. The salary would be
very small, and the service very great.
I have a petition from tbe people of
Branch asking for a sum of money for
the completion of a breakwater. My
colleague asked for $2000 last year for
this purpose, but it was found that the
amount was not sufficient. Branch is
a very important settlement and the
people are depending entirely on fish­
ing for their livelihood. If a couple
of hundred dollars could be found for
this purpose it coud not possibly be
spent to greater advantage, and where
the people would appreciate it more.

• There is another petition from Pat­
rick’s Cove asking for the sum of $150
to complete a road to a fishing settle­
ment. The very least this House
could do would be to grant this mod­
est request. The road is absolutely
essential to the fishermen of that com
munity.

I have just one more petition.
This is from Pack’s Harbor, asking for
telegraph communication. I think the
communication could be made with
less than a mile of telegraph wires,
and the benefit to the people would
be very great.

I have pleasure in asking that these
petitions be referred to the depart­
ment to which they relate and that
they be given the consideration which
they merit.

MR. SULLIVAN—I support the
prayer of this petition and as we go
through the estimates I will have
more to say about this petition and 

with regard to the Postal Telegraph
extension.

MR. SINNOTT—I give the petition
presented by my colleague my hearty
support.

MR. MACDONNELL—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition handed
me through the courtesy of the Min­
ister of Shipping re the Humber-
mouth-Battle Harbor Steamship ser­
vice. The petition is largely signed
including signatures from a large sec­
tion of Bay of Islands. In connection
with this sendee I have to say that
it has not been very satisfactory. The
request is that the government take
up this year the proposition of putt­
ing a larger steamer as regards pas­
sengers and freight on this service. It
is the intention of the government to
give us the Glencoe for a few trips,
but it is the petitioners’ wish that the
Sehastapool not be employed, perman­
ently as she is too small, and I am
sure the petition will recommend it­
self to the Minister of Shipping, the
executive and the government in gen­
eral, I have much pleasure in sup­
porting the prayer of this petition as
it is one which certainly deserves the
careful consideration of the govern­
ment.

MR. SCAMMELL—I have much
pleasure, Mr. Speaker, in supporting
the prayer of the petition presented by
the honourable member for St. Geor­
ge’s and I would like to say that I
have been interesting myself in the
subject matter of this petition, and I
understand it is the intention of the
government to give the area in ques­
tion better consideration, and better
accommodation than it has had for the
past year. I hope during the Session
to have something more to say about
this service and therefore I defer my
remarks for the present.

Sir John Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of

Question.
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Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Question.
THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER

—I can believe the anxiety of the hon­
ourable member by answering- that
question right away by saying that Mr
Collishaw did not receive any author­
ity whatever either recently or earlier
and there is no intention on the part
of the government to appoint him as
an agent with reference to matter re­
ferred to.

MR. WALSH—Gave notice of ques­
tion.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF PUBLIC
WORKS—If the honourable member
will be good enough to give us time to
prepare this answer and have it re­
moved from the order paper he will
receive a more detailed statement.

MR. WALSH—Yes, certainly.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would like

to call the attention of the Minister of
Board of Works to my questions, re
A. H. Salter.

THE MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I have that answer; it is the an­
swer to one on Order Paper, May 6.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I would
like to draw the attention of the Prime
Minister to question 9, May 4th. This
is a simple question.

THE PRIME MINISTER—I have
asked the Auditor General for this in
formation and hope to table it very
shortly.

MR. BENNETT—I would like to call
the attention of the Prime Minister to
question four April 12th., relative to
the Economy Commission.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I have called the attention of the

Deputy Minister of Finance, and it
will be soon tabled.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If I am not
out of order Sir, I would like to say a
few woids re A. H. Salter. I am so as­
tounded that I am really shocked to
know that an accountant down at the
Royal Stores should receive from tht.
Board of Works the sum of $1080 per
annum. The gentleman in question is
a servant of the Royal Stores and has
to go and come when he is called. I
want more information on this matter.
Mr. Minister. When if so, was this
salary voted or where did it come
from? Do you know that there are
many soldiers’ families starving to­
day for want of work. So this is the
price of his support. I have more to
say later on, and I feel sure that the
members of your party are just as
much surprised as I am when they
are told that Salter receives $1080 per
annum for work which you and Mr.
Harris should do.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF PUBLIC
WORKS—A more detailed statement
of the duties and services Mr. Salter
has performed and which could not be
performed by either myself or Mr. Har
ris will show an improvement on that
statement.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE— Surely there
must be some one around town who
can do this work. I have never heard
of such a thing. He is paid $1080 to
go and come when he likes and gives
what orders he likes.

Sir J.-C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques

tion.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice that he

would on to-morrow move for the ap-
nointment of a Select Committee of
this House (with five Members) to
enquire and report upon the appropri­
ation and expenditure of Public Mb-
n°y in 1920—for the purchase of Fish
and Salt, and into all matters concern­
ing the charter of vessels, the hiring 
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of stores, the purchase and sale of
Fish and Salt, and the whereabouts of
the said Fish and Salt, and the control
and management thereof; with power
to employ Counsel to take evidence on
oath, and send for all persons, papers
and things necessary to the said En
quiry with an instruction to the said
Committee to hold an enquiry in pub­
lic and to have the evidence taken ste-
nographically, and to publish the same
from day to-day in the newspapers of
the city.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
beg to table the reply to that question
. SIR M. P. CASHIN—Called the at­
tention of the Minister of Marine ana
Fisheries to the fact that in the issue
of his organ, “The Daily Advocate” of
April 24th, 1920, he published a state­
ment or address to the electors of
Bonavista district with reference to
Saw Mills in that district and the de­
mand for licenses and the introduc­
tion of motor saving outfits, and to
ask what action if any, he has taken to
prevent the “wholesale destruction
that would clean out the timber re­
sources from the water front in four
or five years," to which he referred in
that communication.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, if
the government intends to contribute
any amount next year towards repeat­
ing the experiment of using airplanes
in connection with the sealfishery?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Agriculture & Mines to
lay on the Table of the House (a) A
statement showing the number of Saw
Mills operating in this country during
the fiscal year 1920, or the Calendar
Year 1920, if statistics are available
for the latter period; (b) distinguish­
ing between the mills which pay stump
age or other tax and those which do
not; (c) stating how many mills have
not paid these or other taxes or fees
which they are required by law to
pay, the reasons why they have not 

paid, and the amount unpaid; (d) ana
to indicate what action, if any, the
Government proposes to take in col
lecting unpaid fees of this kind, in
view of the colony’s great need of
funds at the present time?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, if
he can make any estimate of the quan­
tity of salt required for fishery needs
of this colony, during the present
year; if be is aware of what quantity
of salt has been ordered by the mer­
chants to help meet these needs, what
quantity has been ordered by the gov­
ernment, and what action is it intend­
ed to take to obtain the balance.

MR. HIGGINS—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lay on the Table of the House a de­
tailed statement of the amount of print
ed matter imported into this colony
during the years 1919, 1920, and to the
end of April 1921, and the duty paid
thereon; also the names of the busin­
ess concerns who have imported the
same.

MR. HIGGINS—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lav on the Table of the House, a
detailed statement of printed matter
imported into this Colony for use in
that department, also if any officer of
that department has received a Com
mission or rebate on same; also if en­
quiry has ever been made why same
could not be done in this country; if
not. why? \

MR. HIGGINS—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to
lay on the Table of the House a state­
ment of the value of the printed mat­
ter imported for use in his department,
during the years 1919,1920, and to Ap­
ril 30th, 1921; also if any ocicer in his
department is receiving a Commission
or rebate on same; if any enquiries
have been made whether this work
cannot be done by the Printers of the
city, if not, why?
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THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—On
behalf of the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, I have to say in reply to
question two, that last summer a con­
tract was entered into the sealing ow­
ners and one Major Clayton Kennedy
for the rendering to two year's service
re the sealing fishery project. The
Government were to pay half of the
cost, hut in no case exceeding fifteen
thousand dollars. Kennedy fell down
on his contract and it was cancelled
and during the absence of the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries another
arrangement was made with Major Cot
ton under which the sealing fisher}
was to be patrolled for this year only
the cost to the colony to be less than
fifteen thousand. The money paid un­
der the first contract amounted to
twelve thousand dollars, but it was
paid back and then it was placed to
the credit of the surplus trust ao
count and the total cost of the latter
contract will not exceed fifteen thous­
and dollars.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—As
to question three I have asked for the
preparation of this information. The
same applies to question five. The an
swers to questions six and seven will
be soon tabled.

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—I beg to table the reply
to question four.

MR. MOORE—To ask hon. the Prime
Minister if Mr. Blackstead, here recent
ly connection with the proposed con­
tract for an enterprise on the West
Coast, is any connection of Mr. Chris­
topher Hanevig, who established a
shipbuilding plant at Harbor Grace, or
has been associated with Mr. Hanevig
in any of his enterprises; if the said
Christopher Hanevig is now bankrupt
and if Mr. Blackstead was concerned
in such bankruptcy?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
regret exceedingly that any person
should use his position as a member
of this House in the way Mr. Moore
has done, namely, to place on the Or­

der Paper a question so worded as to
suggest a deliberate intent on the
part of Mr. Moore to injure the finan­
cial standing and general reputation
of any gentleman who should visit this
country for the purpose of interesting
himself in commercial enterprises
here. Such a question, so worded, is
a discredit to the honourable member,
is a discredit to the seat which he oc­
cupies in this House, and a serious
reflection upon the courtesy and dig­
nity of this Legislature. This House
will appreciate the fact that if a visit
to Newfoundland in connection with
business matters of a man of high
financial standing and repute is to op­
en up an attack of this nature, then no
financial man of any standing or re­
pute would have anything whatever to
do with Newfoundland. By this ques­
tion the member for Ferryland is at­
tempting in an underhand manner to
strike a blow at negotiations which
may be of untold advantage to the isl­
and of Newfoundland in general and
the W. Coast of the island in particu
lar, and to say that the action of the
honourable member in placing a ques­
tion so worded upon the order paper
is discourteous and contemptible and
that it reflects upon his personal char
acter, his position as a legislator, and
upon this Legislature itself, is putting
my views upon this matter very mildly
With respect to Mr. Christopher Han
nevig, I would say that I have no know
ledge whatever as to whether Mr.
Blackstead was or was not in any way
identified with the operations of Mr.
Hannevig at Harbor Grace. I do know
that Mr. Hannevig expended large
sums of money in Harbor Grace and
in St. John's, that these expenditures
represented a substantial revenue to
the country and hundreds of thous­
ands of dollars in the pockets of the
workingmen of the colony. I am also
aware that Mr. Hannevig’s venture at
Harbor Grace has been wound up, but
i understand that that was due to the
fact that Mr. Hannevig was not sue- 
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cessful in large ventures which he had
undertaken in other parts of the world,
and that while the Harbor Grace pro­
position was one which, standing on
its own, may have been splendidly suc­
cessful. yet the collapse of Mr. Han-
nevig's mercantile enterprises in oth­
er countries necessarily brought this
Newfoundland enterprise down with
them. The people of Newfoundland
appreciate the fact that Mr. Hannevig
came to this country and expended
large amounts of money here through
which the revenues of the colony and
the people of the colony largely bene­
fited. and we all regret that his busin­
ess ventures elsewhere did not work
out satisfactorily, with the result that
his Newfoundland enterprise became
hopelessly involved and ultimately
failed.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—In the ab­
sence of Mr. Moore on his behalf i
have to say that I do not agree with
the Prime Minister in so eulogizing
the firm of Hanevig. Do you not re­
member when the war was on that we
spent thousands of dollars watching
this Hannevig. and for a long time it
was thought that Hanevig was under
the direction of the German govern­
ment, and it is too bad to injure a
gentleman of this calibre.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—
That is without foundation in fact.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—It is six
of one and a half dozen of the other. I
was in the government of the day and
I do not hesitate to say that this gen­
tleman was an improvement to this
country, but when we trace them we
find out that Mr. Moore was in keep­
ing with the rules of this House when
he asked this question in the manner
set out. This gentleman is one of
those parties who are ever afflicting
Inis country. He is one of the pests
that come here, look around and run
away again. I have been thirty years
in this House and the same class of
man arrive here in the spring and go
away again in the fall, and nothing 

is to be seen of them. I fully agree
with Mr. Moore. What about one Wil­
son who hung up this House for weeks
He had a map showing a hundred ves­
sels in use because of his wonderful
enterprise. We were in the House
here six weeks. Mr. Morine was on
this side of the House and the present
Lord Morris and others were on the
other, endeavouring to bring in an in­
dustry But what happened? The
Prime Minister didn’t refer to it this
afternoon. We had a Mr. Blackman
here a few years ago and the name
Blackman is getting pretty close to
Blackstead. Tn the absence of Mr.
Moore who asked the question, I am
not prepared to accept the Prime Min­
ister’s statement.

MR. MACDONNELL—I was not here
when the matter came up or I would
have objected. If Mr. Moore has any
knowledge in relation to this question
a duty devolves on him to make ex­
pression of it to the public. The sug­
gestion of Hannevig’s insolvency
makes this all the more important as
he is associated with Mr. Blackstedt.
As the representative of St. George’s,
the district directly concerned, I wish
to disassociate myself from anything
in connection with knocking the pro­
ject till it is discussed on its merits.
At nresent the members have no know
ledge of the scheme.

MR. MOORE—To ask the Minister
of Public Works if it is correct that
Mr. W. H. Rennie, recently appointed
Secretary to the Board of Governors
of the General Hospital, has made a
requisition for furniture for his office
amounting to nearly fifteen hundred
dollars, and if it is the intention of
the Department to authorize the pro­
curing of this material, or if a suffici­
ent quantity for his use cannot be ob­
tained from any of the departments
created during the war and now in
process of being extinguished?

HON. MIN. OE PUBLIC WORKS.—
I beg to table the reply.

MR. JONES—To ask Hon. the Prime
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Minister of W, H. Greenwood, describ­
ed as a London financier and who ar­
rived here recently in connection with
a proposed enterprise on the West
Coast, is the same Greenwood who. has
been connected for the past year or
two with the Reid Newfoundland Co.
and certain enterprises associated
therewith; if he is at present a dir­
ector of the stock broking firm in
London in which members of the Reid
Newfoundland Company are principal
shareholders; if he is the same W. H.
Greenwood who wrote an article on
Hon. W. F. Coaker in the Canadian
Courier which was reprinted in the
“Advocate” of this city of April 9,
1920, the heading of which is “A Coun­
try Where Fishermen Run The Show”
if Mr. Greenwood is correct in stating
that Mr. Coaker can count eighteen
members in a House of thirty-six and
Mr. Squires six more; if there is any
combination or agreement between Mr
Coaker and Mr. Greenwood in regard
to this West Coast enterprise by which
the F. P. U. is to derive financial ad
vantages from the venture going thru,
and what is the financial standing of
Mr. Greenwood to justify his being de­
scribed as a London capitalist.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-—
This question is allied to No. 8 of Mr.
Moore and my criticism of that I ask
to be repeated. Mr. Greenwood was
I believe, identified with the formation
of a banking trust company in Lon­
don with which the Reids are connect­
ed. I do not know if he is a member
of any stock firm. I do not know if
he wrote the article referred to; I
did not see it. He is here as secret
tary to Mr. Blackstedt. I feel that this
and question 8 are both aimed at dis­
crediting this project which has not
yet been definitely laid before the
House.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked the Min­
ister of Public Works to lay on the
table of the House what amount of or­
ders has been sent to the Royal

Stores and Martin Hardware Royal
Stores, from Nov. 15th, 1919 up to Ap­
ril 30th, 1921t from his Department.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—I
beg to table the reply.

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries if Mr.
Colllshaw during his recent visit to
Canada and the United States sold
$25,000 worth of bonds of the F. P. U.
.to the companies mining iron on Bell
Island; also if he sold $20,000 worth
of lumber belonging to himself (Mr.
Collishaw) to the same Companies for
use in Bell Island; if he secured these
sales by undertaking that the propos­
ed contract for an ore tax now before
the House would be put through the
Legislature unchanged; if Mr. Colli­
shaw was authorized to give any such
pledge or undertaking, and if not does
the Government propose to take any
action in the matter.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table the re­
ply.

MR. SULLIVAN asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Posts and Telegraphs to in­
form this House whose authority the
telegraph office at Bar Haven is to be
closed up and telephone installed in­
stead (2) If such is done on account
of retrenchment and if so will all dis­
tricts be treated alike with regards to
Telegraph and Telephone offices
changes, (3) Why were the members
of the district not notified of proposed
change at Bar Haven?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
the absence of the Minister of Posts
I wish to say the information will be
prepared for to-morrow.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries if he will
reconsider his decision of a few days
ago, and make provision in his esti­
mates for the erection of a Fog Alarm
at Pt. Le Haye, thereby keeping his
promise of last year?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
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FISHERIES.—I am sorry I cannot put
it in this session but if any amount is
voted for fog alarms later on I will
put it in the estimates.

MR. WALSH..—May I ask that tho
next fog alarm built be at Pt. La
Haye.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Yes.

House went into Committee of the
Whole on Bill entitled, “An Act to
Repeal 1.0-11 Geo. V., Cap. 25, entitled
“An Act to regulate the Exportation of
Codfish.”

MR. FOX.—I think, Mr. Speaker,
that in passing a few remarks in con­
nection with this Bill, I will take the
opportunity to refer to the interesting
comment of the Prime Minister as to
the form of certain questions put to
the Government by the Opposition. As
to the merits or demerits of the mat­
ters themselves I will not enter but
will deal with the form only. He
thinks that as framed these questions
suggest financial incompetency. His
strictures in this regard may be cor­
rect. But I deeply regret his short­
ness of memory in forgetting the time
when in his position as Prime Minis­
ter he levelled a similar, or even more
serious charge, against one of the
most prominent men in the communi­
ty, Mr. II. D. Reid. As to comparison
between Mr. Reid and the others re­
ferred to I will not enter. Mr. Reid
has done as much in connection with
the Reid Nfld. Co. as any other. He
has built up a huge organization, em­
ploying large numbers; he has done
something tangible for Newfoundland
but the Prime Minister apparently for­
gets that last year he rose in this
House and stated Mr. Reid was as the
others are now. Not only did he ac­
cuse him of financial incompetency,
but of actual unfitness and allowed the
statement to go broadcast to the
world. He said he was absolutely in­
capable of conducting his own busi­

ness. His hypocrisy is disgusting.
And yet he holds up his hands in holy
horror when others use their position
to insinuate anything against men in
business life outside the Colony. I am
prepared to concede anything in reas­
on or to censure any allegations that
may be indecent or improper, but I de­
cidedly am not prepared to support a
man who will do one thing to-day and
something entirely different to-mor­
row; a man who uses his position to
scandalize one who has carried on
huge operations here, has reared his
family and has been under the eyes of
all in all his transactions since ever
his father came here. He gets up
here and asks Newfoundland and all
the world in general to accept the re­
ference to the Opposition as a despic­
able crowd. If I had not been in this
House last year and did not know of
his charges I might take his state­
ment at face value. But having this
knowledge I have heard his remarks
with disgust and chagrin and I for
one am not prepared to receive them.
In dealing with this Bill I will not
have much to say though a whole lot,
nevertheless, may be. I am prepared
to speed on its way an unwelcome vis­
itor that for some time has occupied
a few pages of the Statute books, a law
that has turned out to be a danger and
a menace to the whole community.
The Act itself was alright in some re­
spects. It had the approbation of the
two main factors interested in its op­
eration—the fishermen, it may be said,
represented by the F. P. U. under the
leadership of Mr. Coaker, on the one
hand and the Board of Trade, repre­
senting the merchants or exporting
trade on the other. While this Act
permitted some restraint of trade, it
also made provision for fair play and
did not exercise control to the pre­
judice of the business of the country.
But it was thrown to the winds after
it had passed the House. No explan- 
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ntion whatever was given. Why was
this legislation which was brought in­
to being to regulate the trade, thrown
overboard and the iniquitous War
Measures Act used in its seat. The
months of July, August and Septem­
ber. the most important in connection
with the marketing of our codfish,
were allowed to pass but export was
not controlled by the Act as passecj
but by the War Measures Act of 1914
that ought to have been dead two
years ago; that ought to have been
abolished and which was only intend­
ed from the first to be used for a
special purpose. We have not yet got
any explanation of the glaring indec­
ency in this regard. The War Mea­
sures Act had no application except
to when the country was in a state of
war. and gave unlimited power to the
Government and the placing of that
power which might be exercised by
unscrupulous men to the furthering
only of their own ends. Tt was used
instead of that which, through their
representatives, had been passed by
the voice of the people. Still there
was no explanation when the Board
of Trade rose up and loudly complain­
ed of the serious state of affairs aris­
ing from the use of this measure by
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
and those associated with him. They
asked, and the country at large ask­
ed, why this was done but it was all
in vain and no criticism can be too
severe or talk too long to use in deal­
ing with this question. If we want a
scandal to condemn the regime of the
present Government we have it here.
■When people talk of the criticism of
the Opposition, let them remember
that these scandals would have never
ben disclosed but for the questioning
of the Opposition. We would be dere­
lict in our duty if we did not spend
our time, ourselves and our energies
in probing the iniquitous doings of
the Government during the last year 

and a half. There is every justification
for everything we have done and for
even going further as we intend to. It
makes one tired to hear all the talk
of obstruction. We are only doing
iwhat the people are not in the posi­
tion to do for themselves. I have
spoken plainly and criticised the Gov­
ernment severely but the time has
come to call a spade a spade and it
positively infuriates me when I con­
sider the record of the past eighteen
months, a record of maladministration
that has brought us to the very verge
of ruin. I demand an explanation of
why they have been derelict in their
duty to Newfoundland; why they have
disgraced themselves by the most re­
prehensible conduct and even stoop­
ed to the pilfering of the public funds
to suit their own purposes. Let us
enumerate the scandals connected with
the Fish Regulations Act, which we
are now bidding farewell to; the
scandal in connection with the pur­
chase of the salt cargo now at Port
Union, the scandal of sugar control
and the scandal in the conduct of the
administration generally. Run
through the whole list and see what
position we find ourselves in. Their
whole history of power is nothing but
scandal after scandal. It makes one
mad to look at the state of affairs at
the present day; mad to think of the
kind of constitution that allows such
glaring misconduct to go on. Some­
one certainly is to blame but if we had
a proper Government these scandals
would not have occurred. They came
to power through misrepresentation
and deception; they came with a pro­
gramme of reducing taxation and puri
lying public life but their tenure of
office will be written down in the his­
tory of this country and of all the
globe as one which violated all the
decent principles of Government.
When I spoke previously of the apathy
of the representatives of the West
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Coast I meant every word of what I
said. When I am on the floors of this
House I no longer represent one sec­
tion of the country. I would do noth­
ing for St. John’s East that would be
detrimental to the rest of Newfound­
land but I would be derelict to those
who sent me here if I were to stand
on this floor and see injustice done my
district. Their turn was served when
they were elected and they are pre­
pared to see the West Coast crucified
by the illegal carying out of regula­
tions that was strangling the business
on which that section and all of New­
foundland depends. There is no red
blood in the veins of these representa­
tives. Where is their independence'!
Were they tied to the chariot wheels
of their party. Were they so depend­
ent on their positions that they could
see their districts pilloried and un­
dermined and the land, once so smil­
ing and prosperous, turned into a de­
sert waste. From Cape Ray all along
the shore to Placentia, a section
whose people are among the most in­
dustrious in the Island, destitution
and hunger now stalk through the
land. They were elected to office with
the greatest majorities on record and
they would have been only showing
ordinary justice to the people who re­
turned them if they had said, “No, we
will not stand for this nefarious leg­
islation; we will not see you suffer.”
The regulations would never have
been carried out if these men had been
of the same breed as we are iji St.
John’s East. You can take that, gen­
tlemen, it is the truth. If the same
had happened here the representatives
of St. John’s East and West would
want to know what was going on.
You should be heartily ashamed of
yourselves and should feel compassion
commensurate with the sufferings of
tlie people who sent you here. The
member for Burin was asked why he
allowed the injustice to go on and he 

replied that if the people's shipments
were delayed they had been instructed
to telegraph him. When he further
saw other sections than that which he
represented being strangled in busi­
ness, why did he not say “I am going
to protest." But no—there was not a
word; they took it all lying down. I
would not mind so much, as they are
bound to suffer later, but it is their
total indifference to the interests of
their constituents that merits cen­
sure.

HON MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES.—Mr. Chairman. In reply to the
honorable member for St. John’s east
Mr. Fox, I would say that he made
some very serious insinuations in his
address this afternoon. He occupied
the time and attention of this House
for over an hour and made a wonder­
ful impression, as he thought, dealing
with a baseless charge; what kind of
a splurge would he have made, if he
had a definite charge to lay against
me. If he was manly, he would have
asked to have that charge investigated
but he prefers to come in and insinu­
ate wrong doing in a way that is un­
worthy of him.

MR. FOX—I can—
HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­

IES—I am speaking now. He said
that this $500,000 was all spent by me
for the benefit of Port Union, and that
I was always doing something to try
and holster up the F. F. U., the people
of Port Union and the people of the
North generally. I say in reply that
that statement is absolutely incorrect
and that there is no foundation what­
ever for it. The honourable member
for St. John’s East knows that the
statement is incorrect and he knew it
when he made it. He knows very well
that the government allocation for fish
was something like $350,000, which
was spent to purchase thirty five
thousand quintals, and he knows that
out of that large quantity only seven
.thousand five hundred quintals were 
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taken at Port Union, the rest being
taken at St.. John’s. He knows all that
by the records o£ the House already. I
will go further and tell him that, since
we took office in this government, not
a penny of any public monies whatev­
er, in any way or in any shape or
form, has gone into the pockets of the
F. P. U. or into the pockets of any
Companies associated with the F. P.
U. at Port Union. We have been list­
ening for the last six weeks to base­
less insinuations and lying charges
coming from the opposite side of the
House concerning the F. P. U. and the
transactions of the government for the
past eighteen months. I must say that
in all my experience in this Assembly
for the past ten years I have not, at
any time, ever heard such grossly un­
founded charges as have been thrown
across the floors of this House by
members of the present Opposition, i
sat on that side of the House for six
years and I got Sir Edward Morris,
the then Leader of the government, to
do many a good thing for us, but I
throw out the challenge this evening
that I never once made an insinuation
or a charge in any way, if I did not
have some foundation in fact behind
it. Several gentlemen, who were col­
leagues of Sir Edward Morris at that
time, are at present members of the
Opposition here and they are at liber­
ty to contradict my statement if they
think it is untrue. What have the F.
P. U. done since it was created twelve
years ago? It has done everything in
its power to help Newfoundland; it
has helped fishermen all over the
country to dispose of their products at
higher prices than they were getting.
before, thereby helping out the coun­
try generally. Ever since I became a
member of the Opposition—when the
Morris government was in power—the
F.P.U. kept the price of fish up all
round. They even kept it up for men
in St. John’s as well as for fisher
men cutside of St. John’s. Let me go
further and tell Mr. Fox this; No mat­

ter what number of insinuations are
cast across the floors of this Cham­
ber they are all directed against me.
They are not intended for any one else
in this House. The idea is to try and
take away the power that I hold in
the North, but the more you oppose
me and the greater your number of
insinuations are the greater and the
stronger you make me throughout the
entire North. I have not had an easy
time of it since the F. P. U. came into
existence and particularly since I
came into public life. Others have as
sailed me just as savagely and just as
unwarrantedly as you have, but failed
in their objective. When the F. P. U.
first began to spread itself and look
for representation for the fishermen in
the House of Assembly, persons, who
were reckoned to be the smartest and
cleverest in the country were opposed
to this Union; the government in pow­
er at that time 'was opposed to it and
Water Street as a whole was opposed
to it, with the result that I stand here
to-day. as you see, the strongest fac­
tor in the country. If any of you
gentlemen opposite want to know how
unshakeable my position is in the
North all you got to do is to come
there—now if you like—and oppose
me. Now the effect of your slanders
and insinuations and the campaign of
vilification and abuse in your news­
papers carried on against me .will be
to go to teh West Coast and establish
there what I did North, and I intend
to do that next month. I intend to go
on the West Coast this year and buy
as much fish as I can, and I expect to
achieve as much success with my mis­
sion on the West Coast as I did
North. With regard to the insinuation
made by Mr. Fox as to the taking of
the public moneys to buy salt. That
salt was purchased by the Govern­
ment across the water because then-.
were no supplies to come in. The
trade was not in a position to buy it
and there was no salt in sight for July 
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or August of last year. The Govern­
ment situation and if the hon. member
for St. John’s East does not contend
that I am an imbecile I know some­
thing of the salt question. No salt could
be got anywhere at the time, it seem­
ed, and after searching practically the
world for a supply we at last found
some at Hamburg. The salt was paid
for by the Minister of Finance and
Customs before It left on the other
side. This salt was intended for the
trade but when it arrived the trade did
not want it. The people North did
not want it, as they had sufficient to
carry them through the entire season
because the catch of fish North, as is
well known, was something like four
hundred thousand quintals short.
When the merchants here refused to
take delivery of the salt when it ar­
rived it had to go somewhere to be
stored or either had to remain in the
holds of the steamer. I then offered to
store the salt at Port Union and keep
it as long as it was necessary, with­
out any charge whatever. If I bad
stored the salt in St. John’s, it would
have cost 10 cents per hogshead per
month and I would have been pro­
nounced the greatest fool and imbecile
that ever had charge of the Depart­
ment of Marine and Fisheries. We
took the salt and stored it at Port
Union as the Government ordered. It
the fishery had to be anything near
normal last year there would not have
been a pound of salt left and salt
would have been sold at the current
price here, but because I dared to
store it—and it had to be stored—all
kinds of charges are hurled at me.
Do you mean to say that we did not
want cheap salt and did you mean to
put another burden on the people by
not having any cheap salt here this
year. Then my hon. friends on the
other side see fit to hand out attacks
without any justification for them. I
know your policy. It is not to de­
stroy the Squires Government, but it 

is to destroy Coaker and the F. P. U.
That is your aim and your ambition. I
am prepared to fight the North now
against the Opposition, and the West
Coast in twelve months time.

Take the fish that was bought by
the Government last year. Jf that
fish had not been sold at that time,
what would have been the result in
St. John’s? Instead of $8 and ?10 per
quintal being paid for it, it would not
have fetched more than $3 or $4 like
the rest of the fish was bought for in
St. John’s. There is one thing about
the whole situation and that is that
most of the men who talked against
the fish regulations talked about some­
thing they knew nothing at all about.
The only man in the Opposition ranks
,who knew anything worth while about
them was Sir John Crosbie, because it
takes an exporter of fish of consider­
able experience to know properly
about the regulations. I don’t propose
to contend that the Regulations were
perfect in every detail because there
can be nothing done faultlessly, but
the regulations were based solely up­
on recommendations of the Exporters,
who met in solemn conclave and re­
solutions and recommendations were
made and sent to the Advisory Board.
There was not one section of the Re­
gulations that was not asked for by
the Exporters along Water Street. The
prices they fixed in the foreign mar­
kets are the prices they fixed; not
what I fixed. Then those prices were
afterwards fixed by the Board which
consisted of all Exporters. When
these men approved of the regulations
they were passed over by me to the
Governor in Council for approval.
These men who comprised the Advis­
ory Board were men who knew their
business. They were not lawyers or
dry goods men; but fish exporters. If
a man came to me to discuss legal
business would not I refer him to a
lawyer. Well then what in the name
of Heavens does a lawyer know about 
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exporting fish. Let the country real­
ise this fact that had not that thirty-
five thousand quintals of fish been
purchased when it had last year that
the people who sold it would have lost

■11 the Labrador fish that was in
four dollars a quintal on it, because
Europe and on the way to Europe,
amounting to about two hundred and
fifty thousand quintals, which had
been purchased at $8—then there was
high prices for insurance and high
freight rates—fell in price about $4
in the foreign markets. Thus will be
seen the wisdom of the Government
in buying that 35,000 and saving that
money for the fishermen. In addi­
tion to that we had six hundred thou­
sand quintals of shore fish and if the
price of Labrador came down in the
foreign markets it brought down the
price of the other. As to the sugges­
tion of bringing the House together
last fall when this happened, my own
opinion is that the whole thing would
have amounted to this. It would be
sent broadcast to the world that New­
foundland had to buy 35,000 quintals
of fish conditions were so congested
here, with the result that people in
the foreign markets would not buy at
all. We saved the situation. We
helped nearly every man who had a
quintal of fish to sell as well as as
those who bought. And then you
criticize the effect of the regulations
on the price of fish. Do you know,
and you ought to know already from
the observations made in this House,
that there would not have been last
year about six dollars for shore and
five dollars for Labrador, if there
were no regulations. The fact is that
the price for shore fish was increased
from six to ten dollars per quintal
and the price for Labrador was in­
creased from five to eight dollars per
quintal, through the regulations,
which is proof that the country got
four or five million dollars which it
would not have got had not the re­
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gulations been in force. And then
the Opposition will come in and say
that we made the merchants pay for
the fish and that they have not got
back their money yet and’ cannot get
it back. If that is so, the fault is
their own for taking off the regula­
tions.

When I was in Portugal I got an
offer to buy all the fish that was then
in Portugal afloat on the water—fish
that no one would buy I was told. It
was an outright sale, cash down, that
I arranged for. I communicated the
matter here and I was informed in
writing that the Water Street export­
ers had held meetings on the matter
but that they did not believe that such
a thing was possible in the face of the
circumstances that they knew to pre­
vail in Portugal. What happened? The
fish intended for Portugal since that
day has not realized twenty shillings
a quintal whereas it could have been
sold by me for fifty shillings cash
down. In other words, every quintal
of fish intended for Portugal this year
might have been sold and would have
enabled every fisherman to get seven
dollars a quintal for shore fish this
year. An arrangement was made to
sell all the fish for Portugal for 1921
at a price that we fixed, not the price
that Portugal was pleased to put up­
on it but at our price. Do you know
that Water Street could not be got
to back up that suggestion, despite
the good terms of cash down before
the delivery of the fish. The reason is
that they feared they would likely of­
fend some of their customers to whom
they were used to consigning fish. I
know that there are some men in this
House who cannot believe that the
business men along Water Street were
so dense and so lacked of ability as
not to be able to view intelligently
the proposition I had offered them. I
had everything in black and white for
them, everything was covered in Por­
tugal and still they went back on it.



344 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

But that was not the worst feature of
it. All that fish that was in Portugal
and which I had aranged to sell at
fifty shillings—and forty the lowest—•
was afterwards sold for twenty-two.

When the regulations came off in
January last exporters of fish here
were selling in Liverpool at sixty shil­
lings: that is, for Labrador fish. It
was not very long, however, when the
same quality of fish sold for forty
shillings and went as low as thirty.
When I went over to Liverpool last
winter I was told there that Iceland
was selling fish, Labrador make, for
fifty shillings, which was five shillings
less than us at that time. The reason
Iceland did this was because we did
not keep on the regulations. How­
ever, in spite of their underselling us
in price we sold a great quantity of
our fish, it being required by the mar­
kets. When we came down to thirty
Iceland lowered to twenty-five. As the
fish fell in price they always went
five shillings less than us.

What happened in Spain on the
first of January last? We were getting
sixty shillings on the average for La­
brador and eighty for shore fish.
Shortly after when the regulations
came off Labrador fish was sold as low
as thirty shillings and a lot of men
did not get that for it and all high
graded Spanish shore fish came down
proportionately. In Greece we were
selling fish at the beginning of this
year at seventy-five shillings and just
as the regulations came off the price
fell to fifty. To-day that same fish is
being sold in Greece for forty-five. In
Brazil the price of fish in the early
part of January last was ninety shil­
lings per drum. To-day it is fifty and
forty. If the regulations had been
kept on they would be paying us nine­
ty shillings a quintal, cash downt
whereas with the regulations removed
they are paying fifty and forty, and
wait for probably six months for pay­
ment and no end to all the claims on

the exporters. I believe that the tak­
ing off of the regulations spells ruin­
ation for the country. If they were in
force to-day Portugal would not be
paying thirty shillings for our fish, but
sixty or sixty-five, as the consumption
there is about the same as it was be­
fore.

All this fuss about the failure of
the regulations can be summed up in
one word almost, namely, the want of
co-operation in the Trade and the
want of unity between the Govern­
ment and the Opposition. Had the Op­
position and their newspapers ceased
their destructive criticisms and had
three or four inen of Water Street al­
lowed the regulations to continue It­
aly would have bought last October
her usual supply of Newfoundland
fish. But your newspapers teemed
with abuse of the regulations and of
me and the result was that Italy
waited her time and until Ragnoli
would get the fish at the price he
wished. But for this Italy would have
bought one hundred and fifty thou­
sand quintals last fall and that would
have saved the whole situation in ev-
every foreign market Your bogey
cry then was that the regulations kill­
ed every one and that is your same
cry now. If the regulations had been
kept on as regards Italy last fall it
would have meant incalculable bene­
fits for Newfoundland this year. If
no good was meant by putting on the
regulations in the first place, blame
the exporters themselves. They were
drafted by the men in my department.
My department was not the Advisory
Board. It was men along Water St.
that comprised the Advisory Board
and some of the political friends of
the Opposition. Any mistakes you
can bring home to me or my depart­
ment no one will admit them more
readily than I.

Before closing I would like to point
out that no attempt made by any man
or men in this House and no opposi-
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tion that I get in this House will tend
to remove me from the place I hold in
the districts of the North. I am pre­
pared to go to the country now and
fight you in the North, and if you will
give one year more I will fight you in
the West. What better proof does
this House want of the sincerity of the
men on the Opposition side than the
number of questions asked by them in
this House this afternoon. Is there
any justification for such a thing and
are they asked in the sole interests
of the country? I say that they are
not.

Take that Humber River proposi­
tion against which asperations and
insinuations have been cast by men of
the Opposition as well as by their
newspapers. If we get four hundred
tons of paper daily, which is antici­
pated by the promoters, as a output
from this paper mill, it will be the
means of giving employment to four
or five hundred men. This mill would
would be about one-third larger than
the Grand Falls mill and would be one
of the greatest things that any body
of men or any Assembly could legis­
late upon and pass on behalf of New­
foundland. But you struck at those
men who promoted that scheme in the
•same way with your poisoned arrow
as you did at us. Those promoters
are Stirling business men. They
come here to start an industry that
will be of benefit to the country gen­
erally and for so doing are insinuat­
ed against and slandered by men, who
use their positions and privileges
here, to ask questions imputing that
those men are not as good as they
ought to be. Is that fair? Is it right.
Is there anything we can do to induce
capitalists to come here and start an
industry equal to the one at Grand
Falls? That should be the question up­
permost in our minds. Up there in
that Grand Lake area there is three
hundred horse power. It is running
away and apparently of no use. Why 

should that be alowed to run away
without any benefit coming to this
country when it could be turned into
the largest coal mine that exists in
British North America, or it might be
used to give power to Bell Island or
to give power to Green Bay for the
purpose of smelting copper ore or it
might be used for turning timber into
paper. I know that while I sat in Op­
position that I continually advocated
openly and fearlessly for things that
could be done by the then Govern­
ment for the benefit of the country.
And I will say this that while the Mor­
ris Government was in power that I
received more concessions for the F.
P. U. than I have received since I be­
came a member of the present Gov­
ernment eighteen months ago. Many
of the Bills that were put on the Sta­
tute Book by the Morris Government
were brought about through the ex­
ertions of the F. P. U. members. The
Morris Government listened to our ap­
peals because they knew they were
not made in the interest of party poli­
tics. Sir Edward (now Lord) Morris
often told me that he was always de­
lighted to hear any suggestions that
came from us. We always made sug­
gestions to keep the price of fish up,
but I do not hear of any such sug­
gestions now from the present Op­
position. All one can hear now is this
despicable Government led by Squires
and Coaker and the wonderful crimes
they have committed by taking over
the railway, for instance. Do you
know that had we not taken over the
railway that it would not have been
operating for some time past?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—Why did
you not do it when the House was
open?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Because if we had done
so the House would have remained
open for three or four months longer.
Further, the condition of the Reids
was not known then.
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SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—Sure it
would.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—But when the House
was closed we had not decided to take
over the railway.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—The
Prime Minister showed it in his speech
last session.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—No agreement was ever
finalized.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—Do you
want to hear it, the story?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I heard it the other
day. The Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany’s steamers were held here in
June last and the Company refused to
let them go on their regular routes
because they were unable to do it. We
took over the railway which was prac­
tically of no use then, with the result
that to-day the road-bed is in as good
a condition as it has been for the past
ten years. We spent 5250,000 on it.
This expenditure had to be made to
ensure the safety of those who travel­
led by it. We also built a terminus
for handling freight at Port aux Bas­
ques. This terminus had been asked
for many years before but no one
seemed to have sufiicient courage to
go ahead with it. Then again we all
know that Placentia was asking for a
safe harbour. The pier belonging to
the Reid Company was carried away
by storms and the only alternative we
had was to give a safe harbour at Ar-
gentia, which is alongside, that may
be of some benefit to the people of the
West Coast.

We did it, we had to do it or there
would be no way only to waste more
money in Placentia. Look at the Op­
position we met with in the opening of
our coal mines. Every Newfound­
lander wanted to see our coal mines
worked. We were all told that coal
abounded in the country, we have
been trying to find out. We tried to 

see if there could be anything to be
done in that connection. We have a
twelve foot seam one hundred and
twenty feet deep, and having that are
we justified in paying fifteen dollars
a ton for coal at Sydney when we can
produce it ourselves at five or six dol­
lars a ton and at the same time give
employment to the people of the
country. Is there anything unreason­
able in having the courage to open a
coal mine, which no other Govern­
ment attempted to do. I have spoken
before about the position of the coun­
try. Is it possible that there are men
on the other side of the House who
cannot put country first at a time like
this. I do not mind your criticisms
about the policy of the Government,
that is your duty, but you are up
against conditions in this country
which never had to be faced before.
You had no such conditions in 1917
when you had the Government. Is it
possible that if we could forget our
political differences in 1917 and I risk­
ed my political future when I did it,
that you cannot do so now. I held
out the hand of welcome to the Gov­
ernment and we put our heads togeth­
er and got the country through. Many
a time during the period of 1917 and
1918 we did not know what would
happen on the morrow, but we forgot
everything but country and we pulled
her through and pulled her through
well. Now we are facing the recon­
struction period. We must recognise
that if the world wasted billions of
dollars as it did during the war that
the bill must be paid. We paid it in
our blood during the war, but now
that the war is over we must pay it in
dollars and cents. The whole world is
crippled because of the effects of the
war. In England they say we cannot
exist as a Government unless we are
a Coalition Party, and in Canada the
same. If there was ever a time since
we got responsible Government nine­
ty years ago that we must remember 
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nothing but country It' is now. If you
will do your best and if you don’t
want to associate with the Govern­
ment, if you will put up no undue op­
position to our proposals, we can pre­
sent proposals that will help the situ­
ation considerably. You have Sir John
Crosbie making that statement that
one of the solutions is to insist on
outright sales for our fish in the fall.
He knows what he is talking about. I
know the value of his Words. They
are written on my heart. I know that
if we can get a dollar and a half more
a quintal for fish that it will mean
three and a half million dollars more
to the trade of the country. He knows
and I do that there is a chance of the
Newfoundland business of exporting
fish falling into a great monopoly, if
we compel everybody to sell fish in
St. John’s. He knows as I do that you
are going straight up against a wall
in the exportation of your fish by the
men who have not put up three or
four hundred thousand dollars to buy
fish and then send it to the markets
are the ones who do not know it. Take
Capt. Abraham Kean last fall he went
into this business but he lost his
money and it was his own fault.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—What did
Mr. Grieve tell you? I suppose he
knew what he was talking about.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—He didn’t know any
more than other men. I tell you that
if Sir John Crosbie and I were in the
one Government that we would have
Fish Regulations. The only thing we
can do is to nationalize our fish. That
is a good thing but look at the fight
that will be necessary to get it. If I
were as strong as I was five years ago
I would tackle the question, and I
would convert the country to the
nationalization of our fish. Let the
men on the other side believe that.

Where are the firms of Tessier,
John Duder, Stewarts? Go down the
town and take all the firms except
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Bowrings and Harveys that have been
handling fish for fifty years and they
are all killed by exporting their fish,
when there were no Regulations and
having to take what the men on the
other side chose to pay them for it,
and as long as we have fish shipped by
consignment we will have these con­
ditions in the country every seven or
eight years. Do you think that the
young men of the outports will re­
main fishermen if they have those
conditions facing them. They are
educated men now and they will not
put up with what their fathers put up
with, and if they cannot get a decent
living as fishermen in this country
they will leave the country and our
future as a fishing country is gone.
Three years ago fish was fifteen dol­
lars a quintal, last year it was ten,
this year it will be six dollars for
Shore Fish and four and a half or
five dollars for Labrador Fish. Under
these conditions the old men of course
will have to remain but the young
men from eighteen to twenty-five will
not. On some cargoes of fish money
is made and on others lost. There is
money made on the first cargoes of
fish and lost in the latter part of the
season. The best way is for the Ex­
porters to sell the fish in one body at
a price not lower than a certain
amount, let it go to the market
through a Commission appointed for
that purpose. Then you will get the
same price first and last and let the
profits of that fish be divided between
the men who exported it. Who will
achieve this in the face of the treat­
ment which I have received? I have
always done my best for the fisher­
men of the country. What sane man
in the future will undertake such a
problem as Nationalization. No other
man would have tried to do what I did
last year. Having the fishermen be­
hind me I succeeded in getting the
measure through which I thought and
they thought would be beneficial, and 
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which would have been if it had been
given a fair trial. In the face of the
treatment I have received will I tackle
this problem? My life is too short I
am worn out as it Is. I would tackle
it if I had the strength I had five
years ago. In a year or two I will
probably disappear from public life,
but when I go they will be glad to
have anotehr Coaker to take my place.
Now I am sorry that I have taken
up so much time and if I have said
anything offensive to Mr. Fox I want
to ask him to overlook it.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Speaker, I agree
with what Mr. Coaker says about say­
ing a thing in the heat of the moment.
There is nothing personal in the mat­
ter and I would like to disabuse his
mind of a wrong impression. He says
that the fight of the Opposition is not
against Squires but against Coaker
and the F. P. U. He is wrong. I do
not know whether it is the drop of
Irish blood in me but I am again the
Government. If the F. P. U. was the
Government I would be against it. I
do not single out any portion of the
Government. As a Government you
have a record you ought to be ash­
amed of and on that record you will
be judged and punished. Towards the
F. P. U. as a Commercial enterprise I
have no animosity, but as a political
factor which controls the Government
I fight it. The Minister said that our
attacks only serve to strengthen his
position in the North. Well, if that is
so he ought to be delighted. I have no
doubt that he is very strong in the
North and why shouldn’t be be, and if
he continues to do as he has done dur­
ing the past eighteen months, J feel
sure that he will be impregnable
there. Why shouldn’t he when he is
feeding those people at the expense of
the rest of the country.

Now Mr. Coaker says that that salt
to the amount of seventy-five thou­
sand dollars was not an outright sale.
Then either he is wrong or the Attor­

ney General is wrong. The Auditor
Generals’ report says it was. The
men who purchased that salt had not
enough business ability to sell at a
profit or save a loss and they sold to
the F. P. U. for sixty-one thousand
dollars and lost fourteen thousand dol­
lars. This is what the Auditor Gen­
eral’s report says. Which is wrong?
Suppose it was as Mr. Coaker said It
was he had no right to touch one cent
of the public money. If you want to
know the crime in that salt deal it lies
in the tact that you used money you
had no right to touch. If you were in
England you would be dismissed from
office for that action. No money
should be expended unless it is voted
in this House. Now here is the Aud­
itor General’s reply to Sir Michael
Cashin’s question. Either he is right
and Mr. Coaker wrong or vice versa
Is the sum of seventy-five thousand
dollars of so little importance to a
destitute country that you can at­
tempt to explain away the situation
by saying the whole thing is wrong
and should not inquire into it. Is
that the way to justify the public con
fidence? You had not even the justi­
fication you had for taking the half
million dollars to buy fish. We don’t
know upon what authority the De­
puty Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms he had no right to do so. You
are only the trustees of the public
money and you havb to handle it as
such. If you were ordinary trustees
you would be put in jail for this ac­
tion. That is where the crime is in
'.the refutation of that contract of sale
and in throwing back upon the hands
of the government, and the govern­
ment will be lucky if they do not
lose sixty-one thousand dollars on it.
The Minister was wrong when he sain
•that I stated that the half million
dollars taken to buy fish was ex­
pended in Port Union. I did not say
that, what I said was that it was ex­
pended to buy the Fish of the mem­
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bers of the F. P. U. whether they all
reside at Port Union or not I don't
know or care. That does not inter­
fere with the principle of the thing.
That money was taken without jus­
tification or right and used to buy
fish from the F. P. U. or their sup­
porters, and If it was done for any
organisation of a similar nature in
my own district it would be just as
wrong. The F. P. U. is only an il­
lustration. If any section of the
country is benefitted at the expense
of other sections then that is wrong
no matter what section it is, and let
me tell Mr. Coaker that although the
F. P. U. benefited it was only tem­
porarily because no one section of the
country can receive any lasting bene­
fit to the detriment of the country in
general. The idea that I have any
personal opposition to the F. P. U. is
a "idiculous one. It is only because
it controls the government that I op­
pose it. Mr. Coaker talks of my in­
sinuations. I asked him a question
some time ago now will he answer
it? Is it not true that he undersold
two cargoes of fish last year in Opor­
to that when the price was seventy
shillings he sold at fifty-five.

MIN. MARINE & FISHERIES—No
it is not true.

MR. FOX—The Board of Trade
says that you undersold your Regu
Nations and if it is not true why don’t
you take some action about it?

MIN. OF MARINE & FISHERIES.
—Mr. Speaker. If you know any­
thing about fish you will know that
in Oporto they have been buying fish
all faults. Two men came to me last
year and said to me we are shipping
two cargoes of fish No. 1, but we
would like to have it put on our Bill
of label All Faults, and we gave them
that privilege and shipped their fish
for them. Sir John Crosbie can tell
•you that your fish may be all No. 1,
and it may sell All Faults. This ex­
pression means that they will take
the cargo as it stands. There was an

■insinuation that I sold fish at Oporto
last year while other men could not

;do so. The Regulations called for
outright sales. Every broker was try
ing to sell fish for Newfoundland. No
man had- to sell fish through the De­
partment as long as it was sold out­
right. I had a right to sell my fish
as well as other firms and I sold out­
right sales. The reason I sold so
easily is that the Fish coming from
the North has a splendid reputation
there. When it comes from the West
Coast the}' think it is different fish,
bank fish in particular, but the Nor­
thern fish is easy to sell. If I had twa
cargoes since I came here I could
have sold it, but I could not sell West
Coast fish. They say do not give us
that fish if you have any better. I
tell you Hodges and Joe Lond or 1
should say Mr. Lond could sell then
fish easily because of its reputation.
Port Union has a good reputation. If
I have a cargo to sell they get in
touch with me and come to terms be­
cause they think it is good fish, but
I sold no fish through the depart­
ment. Some men could not get out­
right sales and these men came to nu
and asked if we would sell it for them
They were granted that privilege. I
sold my fish because I know those
people over there. I was there two
years In succession and they have
confidence in me.

MR. FOX—I think the Hon. gentle
man has touched the crux of the
whole matter. You remember tht
old saying "You cannot serve God and
mammon.” But here we have a gent­
leman engaged in a private business
and controlling the entire business ot
the country of the same nature. How
can he serve both. He can’t do it,
and he is doing his reputation a last­
ing injury by attempting to holo
down two jobs. You know there are
very few of us who are willing to
give the other fellow the benefit of
the doubt. When a Cashin support­
er’s fish was held up on the West
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Coast, and he is caused to lose heav­
ily as a result people are inclined to
■think that there has been some un­
fair dealing. There Is a nigger in
the wood-pile somewhere. If the ru­
mours are incorrect why does-not the
Hon. gentleman go down to the Board
of Trade and deny them. It is no use
in your going to the Exportation
Board. That board represents only
about one-third of the exporters of
the country.

The hon. gentleman is attempting
to serve two masters. He is attempt­
ing to serve the country, and he is
attempting to serve his own private
company in competition with the bus­
iness of the country. I want him to
regard that fact seriously. I want
him to come out and disabuse the
public mind of the rumors that are
going around. I admire the Hon.
gentlemans’ energy; I admire his in-
domitability, but the more energetic,
the more influential, the more in­
domitable the greater is the danger
to public interest. The bigger the
man, the greater for good or for ev­
il. I wish I had half his ability and
half his energy. While in his pres­
ent position the hon. gentleman has
got to remember that there is such a
thing as an F. P. U. while he is Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries. He
has got to remember that if he does
not work in the interest of his pri­
vate corporation his political position
and influence are most unsafe. The
record of the government during the
past eighteen months indicates that
the party that has come off second
best has been Newfoundland.

The hon. Minister states that the
reason the Regulations failed was the
opposition from the merchants. So
there is evidently opposition to the
Regulations besides that of the law­
yers The Hon Minister bows to the
cpfn'on of Sir John Crosbie, bit
there was no gieater opponent of the
Regulation than Sir John Crosbie. The
Hen Minister says that when he make 

a mistake he is wring to acknow­
ledge it. That is a good point in LIS
fa’our. but when be makes a mist ike
that means the dr*i’fall of the coun
try we cannot say to him ‘go and sin
10 more.” The mistake is too seriiu-
and we have to be sure that he -s not
In a position to make the mistake 1
adnil-e the Minister s courage in com
ing in here and admitting his mls-
lalce, but the people who are respon-
si'ile for such a mistake cannot cou-
<<n> e to conduct the affairs of the
cun try You have proved yourselves
i/competent and inexperienced. Why
‘.per- are shorn on Middle Street sel­
ling essence <1 ’anilla that wh-
‘laie gone to ths yall years ago with
re of your oapccny in charge. Yen
have fired away hundreds of thous­
ands of dollars without any const!-
e-ftioi. whatever. No mistake th nt
y u have made has cost less than halt
mt i cn. How can you expect men ‘o
ccopciate with you? The country has
absolutely no confidence in you. You
nave failed in your administration.
Why not call a dissolution and go to
the country. Never mind talking about
a national government. That is mere
ly dust thrown in the eyes of the peo­
ple. The time for soft speaking has
gone; the time f'r co-opeiation has
gone. The next thing we should have
is a re-shuffle of seats. I am prepar­
ed to stay in the Opposition, and you
should be prepared to stay in your
seats. The Hon. Minister talks about
going West. If this government goes
on for another year there will be nc
West to go to; I can imagine the
torch-light procession when the Hon.
members go back to the West Coast.
If you had a sense of decency you
would give up your seats and go to the
country. Fo back to the people you
have wronged. Must the condition
that at present exists continue? If it
does God help Newfoundland. The
country seems to be under a blight.
The land that was to flow with milk
and honey according to the prophecies
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of a year ago has become a land of
destitution. I wish the hon. Minister
could forget there was such a thing as
politics, and go back to Port Union
and enshrine himself in the hearts of
the people. Long ago he was regard­
ed as the uncrowned king of the North
I do not want to think of him as a po­
litical opponent, not as a political au­
tocrat, but as the uncrowned king of
the North. Rid yourself, Sir, of poli­
tics and political ambitions. Free New­
foundland of the stranglers hold, and
I will do my best to co-operate in the
administration of the affairs of the
country. But if you stay in politics and
continue to maintain your strangle­
hold. you will have no more bitter op­
ponent than I will be.

It was moved and seconded that the
Committee rise, report progress and
ask leave to sit again.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow. ....................

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An
Act to amend Cap. 170 of the Consoli­
dated Statutes (Third Series) entitled
'Of Marine Courts of Enquiry”’ with­
out amendment.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, May 10th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. TARGETT—I beg leave Mr.
Speaker, to present a petition from
the inhabitants of Hant’s Harbor ask­
ing that the sum of five hundred dol­
lars be granted for the repair of the
main line which is very badly in need
of repair. The petition is signed by
one hundred and sixty persons and I
give the prayer of the petition my
hearty support and that it be referred
to the department to which it relates.

MR. WINSOR—I ask leave Mr.
Speaker to present a petition from the
residents of Newtown in the district
of Bonavlsta requesting that the mo­
tor boat service between Newtown and
Gambo be made permanent and that a
better boat be put on the service. By
this means the people are able to con­
nect with the trains at Gambo. I give
the petition my hearty support and
ask that it be referred to the depart­
ment to which it relates.

MR. ABBOTT—I give this petition
my hearty support.

MR. ABBOTT—I ask leave to pre­
sent a petition from the residents of
Bonavista asking that the sum. of five
hundreds dollars be allocated to cut
away an embankment at-----------Cove
Something like forty boats fish out
of this Cove and under present cir­
cumstances it is impossible for them
to prosecute the fishery from this
Cove. They therefore ask for the
above amount and I give the petition
my hearty support and ask that it be
handed to the department to which it
relates.

MR. WINSOR—I support the peti­
tion.
S ir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Sir John Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question.
THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I

beg to answer the question asked by
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Mr. Higgins on yesterday’s order pa­
per. And in reply I would say that
no printed matter was imported for
use in- the department of Finance and
no officer or official received any com­
mission or rebate on same. As to
question five which asks for particu­
lars extending over a period of three
years and which will require some
time to prepare I hope to he soon in
a position to table.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I wish to
call the attention of the Prime Minis
ter to the fact that question 9 of May
4th., is still unanswered.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I
have asked the Auditor General to
give me an answer but no reply nas'
yet come to my desk. I may receive
it during the afternoon.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed Sir M. P. Cashin moved “for the
“appointment of a Select Committee of
"this House (with five members) to
“enquire into and report upon the ap­
propriation and expenditures of pub­
lic money in 1920, for the purchase of
“Fish and Salt and into all matters
“concerning the charter of vessels, the
"hiring of stores, the purchase and
“sale of fish and salt, and the where­
abouts of said fish and salt, and the
“control and management thereof;
“with power to employ counsel, take
“evidence on oath and send for all
“persons, papers and things necessary
“to the said enquiry, with an instruc­
tion tc the said Committee to hold an
"enquiry in Public and to have the
"evidence taken stenographically and
“to publish the same from day to day
“in the newspapers of this City.”

This motion was seconded by Mr.
Bennett.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I beg to
move that this Select Committee be
appointed. The reasons for this ap­
pointment are not necessary to be told
to the House as the matter has been
thrashed out since the House opened
As we all know enormous amount of
money has been taken from the Treas­

ury and the information asked foi
with reference to this sum has not
been forthcoming and I am therefore
compelled to take this step to have
the necessary information given to
this House and to the public. We
have asked for the particulars of the
taking of this sum of five hundred
thousand dollars from the Treasury
but we have not yet got them in the
whole only in part. We have been told
different answers to this question and
we do not know whom to believe. We
are in duty bound to insist on the ac­
quisition of this information. But I
wish to bring it to the notice of the
gentlemen on the other side that they
have brought this on themselves and
if they have clean hands there is no
reason why they should be afraid to
court an enquiry into this matter. The
same applies to the salt question. The
member for the department tells us
one story and the Auditor General an­
other and we do not know whom to
believe. We discovered in the report
of the Auditor General that the cargo
of salt was sold to a firm and the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries said
that it was stored and not sold to a
firm and I think it is only fair to the
department in charge if there is an
enquiry re this salt. It is only fair
to those responsible and for this reas­
on and for no other motive do I ask
that this Select Committee be ap­
pointed to enquire into the matter.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The motion before the Chair reads
as follows:

I cannot accept the motion as it is
not at all necessary under the circum­
stances

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—
Legislation is being brought in during
the Session, legislation will be intro­
duced in a day or two having the
House go into Committee of the Whole
on Supply, then there will be Commit­
tee of the Whole on Ways- and Means,
and the Surplus Trust Account will be
before the House, then we all shall 
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have opportunities to discuss every de
tail of the motion involved. If my hon­
ourable friend desires a very careful'
scrutiny on behalf of the public then
the public shall have it through the
reporter’s box of this House. There
will be several opportunities to dis­
cuss matters of supply, matters of fi­
nance and the surplus trust account
especially on the occasions associated
with teh committee stage of the House.
The Government welcomes every just
criticism in this connection, it wel­
comes every question in this connec­
tion, it welcomes all the publicity
which is obtainable when the House is
in Committee of the Whole with regard
to the policy of the government in the
detailed management of all these mat­
ters. The government welcomes the
opportunities the country shall have
through the medium of the reporter’s
box and the official reports of learning
of every detail, of learning of the pol­
icy and the business transactions of
the government. There is no one who
more welcomes a just clear concise
discussion during the Committee stage
of the House than the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries himself, and there
will be a multitude of opportunities
between now and the time the House
closes to have this matter fully discus
sed. With respect to the general mat­
ter of the question asked I have to
say that practically every question
from the other side of the House has
been aswered very fully and prompt­
ly, having regard to the nature of the
question asked. The number of ques­
tions remaining unanswered to-day
amount to only a few considering the
hundreds of questions asked during
the last few weeks. The leader of the
Opposition will fully realise that of
the numerous questions asked that
very few remain unanswered accord­
ing to parliamentary practice. Having
regard to previous occasions in this
House, I am of the opinion that the
multitude of questions asked have
been answered very fully and prompt­

ness having regard to the nature of
the question. I am sure that the mJ*
merous questions put by the members
on the other side have been answered
more carefully and more promptly an­
swered than they have been during
the last ten years. Not long ago Sir,
when my honourable friend was a
member of the government one hun­
dred and sixty questions remained out­
standing and unanswered at the end of
the session. I consequently cannot con
cur with the motion before the Chait
which has been so courteously wordecf
and put by the leader of the Opposi­
tion which is intended to suggest «
vote of a want of confidence in the
government or in the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries. If he desired to
have an enquiry into this matter then
during the Committee stage of this
House there will be the fullest oppor­
tunity and facility according to par­
liamentary practice and procedure. So
far as I can see the motion of the
honourable outlines no specific charge
and as there will at a later date be an
opportunity for the honourable mem­
ber to secure any information he may
desire I consequently cannot support
the motion.

MR. HIGGINS—I did not anticipate
taking part in the discussion relative
to the motion before the House. I
heard a motion, and when I say I
heard of it. I mean I heard like the
other members on this side of the
House in a private capacity for the
first time yesterday afternoon. I am
surprised at the announcement of the
Prime Minister, and, to put my opin­
ions mildly, to come in here and hear
such a reply is certainly a matter of
absolute astonishment to me. I did not
think it possible that such an answer
would be uttered by the leader of the
House A member of this House
makes a motion that a select commit­
tee be appointed to enquire into a
matter of public importance. The mat
ter in question has not alone been the
subject of comment in this House but 
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it lias boon a subject o£ comment In
the public press of the country, and it
is a matter that touches upon the tak-
ing out of the Treasury of a large
amount of money in an unusual way,
in an improper and illegal way and
contrary to all precedents, and then
the leader of this House gets up and
says that this motion will not be ac­
ceded to because it is a vote of want
of confidence in the government. Sure
ly the Prime Minister could not have
seriously thought of,the implication
arising from the answer, of the con­
clusions that would have been drawn
from it, namely that there may be a
direct charge against some Minister
of the Crown. There is no charge
against any one, and I say if there is
any charge against any minister of
the Crown, then it becomes our boun-
den duty no matter on what side we
sit, in the interests of the member, in
the interests of the government and
in the interests of this House to have
that matter fully and properly dispos­
ed of. If it be true, and I do not for
one moment suggest that it is true,
that everything is clean and nothing
is wrong then why not appoint this
commission. Why are you afraid?
Has it got down to this, that each
member of the House is tabbed and
you are told because you sit on this
or that side of the House the vott
whether an enquiry will be held or not
is given according to the seat you
occupy? You have heard a lot of talk
about a suggestion that some one is
guilty, but I do not know the member
he refers to. Yet during the past
twenty-four hours it has been said
that there is a great necessity to get
a proper union of minds. How is it
possible to get together and expect co­
operation when immediately when a
thing of this sort is asked by a mem
her of this House in the words of the
Prime Minister in an inoffensive way
and with words not even suggesting
any charge whatever the Prime Min­
ister makes an announcement such aS 

he did? The honourable leader of the
Opposition merely moved that five
members be appointed to go and get
the facts and the papers and docu­
ments and the necessary witnesses
and give the story to the country. You
are making a mistake when you turn
and say that this motion must be vot­
ed down because it emanates from
the Opposition. I am sorry that you
yourselves admit that there is some­
thing too rotten to be touched. You
are afraid to have it exposed. I have
neither heard it said, or suggested
from this side that something unpre­
cedented, irregular or improper has
been transacted by the government. It
is no matter whether the Committee
comes from this side of the House or
is wholly composed of your own mem­
bers so long as this matter is dispos­
ed. but for the Prime Minister to make
the utterance he did is unworthy of
him as leader of this House, unworthy
of him as a lawyer, and I am sorry
to have to say it because he knows bet­
ter than to say in reply that this can
be exhaustively dealt with during de­
bate here in this chamber. He says
the matter can be thrashed out in de­
bate, but tire chances are one hun­
dred to one that the true inwardness
of the story will never be brought to
light. It is the privilege of the coun­
try to know the story. Is it fair to
come in here and is it decent for you
because you have a majority, because
you are the government, to sit down
in your seats with closed mouths and
let us talk. I cannot believe that the
members of the other side, and espe
cially the Minister of Marine and Fish
eries, have come to this stage and are
going to support the suggestion of the
Prime Minister. No I believe it is the
spontaneous thought of the Prime
Minister when he draws a red herring
across the matter. The passage of
this motion will help this House to
transact its business more expedi­
tiously and close the House earlier.
There is no logic whatever in the state 
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ment of the Prime Minister, and we
on this side of the House will only
find ourselves in the humorous posi­
tion that it is our bounded duty to en­
ter into a lot of argument and discuss
sion which we never contemplated,
all because you refuse to accede to
the simple motion before the Chair.
This will surely convey to the coun­
try at large the impression that some­
thing is being kept clear of being stir­
red up, and it is the natural duty tc
fall upon us to take the line which
we never thought of taking, a stand
wherein we are forced to believe that
there is something peculiar, that
some one is afraid of the lime light.
The leader of the House himself has
suggested that the motion imputes
wrong doing to some member of the
Crown. Presumably he refers to the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. Not
a man in this House since the opening
of the debates has suggested wrong­
doing of a personal nature, wrong­
doing for personal gain. The Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries has oft­
en courted enquiries into his conduct.
His language has always suggested
that course. He has more than once
wished the searchlight to be turned
on him because he is not afraid of the
enquiry.

And yet we now hear “Cut off the
glare; stand aside and let us get back
in the dark.” Is that to be the policy
now that this committee is asked for?
Do honourable gentlemen think that
they are to come in here and act ac­
cording to the dictates of the Leadei
of this House without consulting at
all their own feelings in the matter?
If the conduct of the government was
all that it should be why do you funk
this committee; why fear that the
facts be laid bare? I never thought
that the day would come when honor­
able gentlemen in this House would
funk an investigation into matters in­
volving such a huge expenditure as
that which we now seek to have ex­
amined into. This House is the seat 

of all law; it is above all coutrs; it
is the one institution in the land that
must stand for the rights of the peo
pie, then surely honorable members
opposite, surely the Leader of the gov­
ernment himself is not serious, surely
he is not going to refuse an investi­
gation when wrong doing is imputed
to a minister of the Crown and when
so much is at stake. Someone said a
day o" two ago that if a petty larceny
is committed there is no hesitation in
finding the perpetrator and giving him
six months in jail; if a man’s house
is burnt, an enquiry is immediately
held, but now we are told that altho
a minister goes down and takes three
quarters of a million dollars irregu­
larly end imnroperly, the transaction
ought not be enquired into. Does the
Prime Minister think that the people
are fools all the time? Does he think
that if the people are suffering be
cause of the depression that exists
they do not remember who caused it?
We hear a lot of talk about the times
jin other countries, but I want to tell
you that in no other country under the
British flag would there be the slight­
est hesitation in holding an enquiry
such as is a^ked for here. How can
the government expect the people to
have the slightest faith in them it
they go on the policy that there should
be no enquiry into this matter be­
cause wrong doing is imputed. That
is the greatest reason why an enquiry
should be held and if the Minister af
Marine and Fisheries is the man I
think he is he will be the first to sup­
port the motion. No man whose re­
cord is clean would shirk any enquiry
into his actions and it is because I
have faith in the lion. Minister, and
because I believe that he is able to
satisfactorily explain his personal po­
sition in this matter, that I expect
from him a different answer from that
given by the leader of the govern­
ment. namely that to appoint this se­
lect committee would be paramount to
a vote of want of confidence. Want of 
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confidence in what? The committee
could consist of a majority of govern­
ment members, or for that matter it
could be composed of all government
members so far as we on this side are
concerned, and such a committee can
do no more than get the facts and,
moreover, by virtue of its very com­
position it would be a government
committee. I repeat that this com­
mittee can only get the facts and re­
port on them. And we to take it
then that the facts are such as if tak­
en under these circumstances the peo
pie concerned would be placed in a
really serious position; is it suggest­
ed that if that method were employed,
the story would after all be different
from what I had thought it would be?
Is there really something in thes.e
transactions that if they were to be
enquired into the results would be un­
pleasant for the minds behind them'?
How can any hon. gentleman allow
himself to be placed in the humiliat­
ing position of having to go back to
the people who sent him here and saj
to them “I could not vote for the ap­
pointment of a committee to enquire
into these matters because it would set
in motion machinery which would
bring to light facts which are better
kept out of sight. If we can keep our
mouths closed everything is alright,
but if they get to work things may be
discovered that would make it awk
ward for those whom' we are pledged
to obey without question.” Is that the
position hon. gentlemen opposite are
going to take? Is it the position that
this House cannot investigate mat­
ters of such momentousness as this
because it would make it unpleasant
for some of its members? Honourable
gentlemen opposite, don’t for the sake
of the children who are to come aft­
er you turn down this committee;
compose it how you like, but don’t
turn it down, for to do so would be
an open request for us on this side to
look upon you as wrong doers whose
actions cannot bear the light of day.

Don’t let us approach this serious bus
iness by telling us straight that you’ve
done something that you don’t mind
us talking about in the House, but
which you dare not have enquired in­
to outside. Don’t, for the sake of those
who are to come after you, have
yourselves looked upon as men who
are licked into shape for party ex­
igencies. Don’t, for the sake of the
hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries
himself, refuse to support this motion.
The Prime Minister would not, on
more mature consideration, I fee>
sure, give such an answer as he has
given, that for a committee, composed
entirely of members of the govern
ment and not influenced by any force
outside th|e House, to be appointed to
enquire into matters of such far reach
ing importance, would amount to a
vote of want of confidence. If you
vote against it you are writing your­
selves down as men who voted in this
way because the dictate came from the
leader of the party. I suggested a
moment ago that no man who is in­
nocent cares what methods are em­
ployed to enquire into his conduct. I
go further than that now, and I say
that the man who supports a motion
that would tend to create the impres­
sion that he had done something wrong
a man who supports a motion not to
enquire into his actions when such an
enquiry is asked for or even suggest­
ed, leaves the impression in the minds
of nine hundred and ninety-nine out
of every thousand that there is some­
thing which he is ashamed of. If the
hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries
will take it from me in all honesty, as
from onie who has at all times tried
to play the game in that way with him
he ought to welcome this committee;
he ought to seek the enquiry; he
ought to demand it. If I were in his
place I would resent the suggestion
'that there was anything I was asham
ed of. I would not care if it was a
commission such as has been spoken

of here, it would make no difference
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where they came from, I would say
go ahead and appoint your commission
and get all the facts you can, and I
would put it to the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries not to allow him­
self to become an object of suspicion,
not to deliberately give people the im­
pression that there is that in his
actions of which he has to be asham­
ed. The very worst that could be
said would be to condemn the method
of handling this matter. If the hon.
Minister does not support the mo­
tion we can only assume that he has
indeed been guilty of some personal
wrongdoing, and from any evidence in
tay possession shouldn’t suggest or
even think him so guilty. Therefore,
I appeal to him for his own sake and
to every hon. minister who has his in­
terest at heart not to let this oppor­
tunity pass. I would say again final­
ly that this is a matter in which the
Committee could do no more than get
the facts, it cannot affect the Minister
in any way and if this is so, why he
sitate. If you de not have this motion
parried, believe me, you will find that
the people will come to the deci­
sion that “there is something rotten
in the state of Denmark."

MR. MACDONNELL—Mr. Chairman,
I would like to have a word to say be­
fore the motion is put. I also am dis­
appointed that the government should
have treated this matter the way they
have. It will be remembered that yes­
terday afternoon the hon. minister,
himself expressed the desire to have
the fullest investigation. He said in
reply to the hon. member for St.
John’s East, Mr. Fox, why not have
an investigation into the fact instead
of making insinuations. Now Sir,
could that have been merely bluff? It
could not have been because notice
had already been given of thef motion
now before the Chair when he made
that statement. Are we then to have
the spectacle in this House of a bare­
faced and abject back down for that
is what his declining to-day to have 
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an investigation amounts to. As far
as I can see, there is only one con­
struction that 1 can place on his ac­
tion. Sir John Crosbie has said that
people may draw the conclusion that
ihere has been some wrong doing, but
.1 go further than that and say that
no right thinking person can draw
any other conclusion. The hon. min­
ister has said that fish and salt are
things that should be kept clear of
politics and yet the Prime Minister
now wants to make party politics out
of these same matters. What is the
explanation? I say that someone
either inside or outside of this House
is afraid of the truth. It has happen­
ed in this country before that gentle­
men standing high in the councils of
the government were forced to vacate
their positions because of conduct
that was not as serious as that sug­
gested here, and it may happen again
now if the whole truth is brought to
light. You may knife this motion to­
day; you may kill it now but remem­
ber that killing the motion does not
kill the cause for the motion and there
are many ways in which pressure can
be brought to bear to have an inves­
tigation held. You have now been
given the chance to court an enquiry,
you may decline to take advantage of
it, but do not be lured into the falsa
security of thinking that it will end
there. I do not know what is the prac
tice in this House that corresponds
to an impeachment in the House of
Commons, but whatever it is we would
have something very near an impeach
ment in this case if that practice
were carried out. I cannot see any
sense in the position and the only con­
clusion that can be arrived at is that
there are facts in connection with the
transaction which, were they to be­
come known, would place the Prime
Minister and the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries in the position where
the Governor could tell them to get
out and if this is so are they such
fools us to imagine that by warding 
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off the evil day he will obliterate
the matter altogether. The motion
has been introduced properly and put
forward in a manly and straightfor­
ward way and it will never be drop­
ped until the whole matter has been
sifted to the bottom and the entire
fact made known and then those
whose actions have not been what they
should have been must take th'e con­
sequences.

MR. MOORE—Mr. Speaker. Before
you put the motion I would like to
ask the Minister of Justice or the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries in the
interest of the country at large if
they have not one word of explanation
to make before this vote is cast, 01
will they sit down and let it be cast.
If that is what you intend to do then
God help you and God help the coun­
try.

MR. VINICOMBE—I rise to support
the motion before the Chair and in
doing so, I would like to say that I
think it is a motion which should have
been put here two or three weeks ago,
to stop the public from talking about
the affairs of the government. I was
surprised when Sir John Crosbie sat
down, that the Minister of Marine &
Fisheries did not rise and say that hi
feared no inquiry that could take place
We have to take it that the Prime
Minister spoke for him when he said
that there would be no Select Com­
mittee appointed for this purpose. I
think it is time for the country to
know of these matters. We have heard
all about what the Prime Minister said
in his Manifesto regarding the differ­
ent departments of the government.
He said that Mr. Coaker’s position
should be held by a man who had no
interest in the exportation of fish
from the country, and then he places
one of the largest exporters of the
country in that position. If he was
above suspicion why did he get up and

’refuse to have a Select Committee ap­
pointed? I am surprised that Mr.
Coaker did not get up and say I will 

court inquiry, because I have the
opinion of Mr. Coaker that even if he
did do wrong that he would wriggle
through, like the Prime Minister got
out of the Woodford Affidavit. That
is why I say that you were backward
in not getting up, because if there are
any tricks to be done the government
will do them, but they can’t do the
business of the country. Now I am
sorry that this thing did not go thru.
We have been told that we have been
(hanging up this House for six weeks,
.and I say in all sincerity, as one who
loves his country, that we should
hang it up until October or Novem­
ber, because we have a crowd of in­
competent men in the Executive gov­
ernment, and that would keep them
from doing any material harm like
they did last year. It is the duty of
the House for this reason to hold up
the House until October, but fortunate
ly perhaps there is no more money fo*
blunders to be made with. Now I
hope that Mr. Coaker will get up and
support this motion of a Select Com­
mittee as 1 do with my whole heart,
and soul.

Whereupon the House divided and
there appeared for the motion:—Sir
M. P. Cashin, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr.
Bennett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mi.
tVinicombe, Dr. Jones, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr.
JWacDonnell, Mr. Lewis (13); and
against it—Prime Minister, Minister
pf Justice, Minister of Marine & Fish­
eries, Minister of Education. Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs, Minister of
Public Works, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Ab­
bott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small, Mr. Hibbs
Mr. Gosse, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett,
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jone's, Mr. Sasmon—
(17).
so it passed in the negative, and was
ordered accordingly.

MR. FOX.-—Mr. Chairman, certain
learned gentlemen of the Govern­
ment have decided to vote down the
motion for a select committee to be 
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appointed for the purpose of enquiring
into the matters of the purchase of
fish and salt out of the public funds.
Unlike previous speakers, I am not
at all surprised that they should have
so decided, rather does this but con­
firm my previous opinion, it only
buttresses my idea of what the Gov­
ernments’ action in this instance
would be as indicated by their re­
cord for the past year and a half. We
all know the history of their broken
promises and pledges unredeemed; the
whole country has been nauseated by
the statements of the Leader of the
Government of all that was going to
be done to purify politics; they
thought that there was no party pos­
sessed of honor or morals but them­
selves and all were tired hearing of
the rejuvenation that was to be
wrought, in public life. They slander-
ered their predecessors to gain favor
with the electorate even though the
previous administration had includ­
ed in its ranks many who now sit on
the other side. The Prime Minister
himself was a part of the administra­
tion that was so slandered by his own
party in 1919 and the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries was a part of the
National Government. Do what they
will these gentlemen cannot disasso­
ciate themselves from that administra­
tion but instead of having taken their
share of the credit or the blame for
all that had been done, there was
nothing too bad for them to say about
those who now sit on this side and
nothing too good for them to say
about themselves. The whole thing
was pure sham and rank hypocricy
and now you have taken power unto
yourselves and used it to further your
own private ends. You had laws
placed on the Statute book which you
immediately disregarded and when
charges of wrong-doing are brought
against you, you exclaim with one
breath "we are innocent" and with
the next you deny this House the right 

to enquire into your actions in con­
nection with a matter that concerns
the whole country.

You have done as you had no right
to do. Mr. Coaker to-day as the man
in charge of the Fish Regulations in
the country for the past year stand in
the position that he is surrounded
with suspicion, and whether or not
the charges which have been made
are true there have been charges
made in connection with that halt
million dollars which you had no right
to touch, there are rumours rife that
all is not as it should be, that cheques
have been drawn and paid to the ac­
count of the man in charge of these
Regulations. Water Street is flood­
ed with suspicions of that character,
and Mr. Coaker owes it to himself to
refute them. If he has done nothing
wrong he need have no fear of an en­
quiry, but if he has he has every reas­
on to refuse to vote for this motion,
and the only conclusion I can reach is
that you do not want an investiga­
tion into your record in this connec­
tion as subject to this motion. The
men on the Government side hold up
their hands in holy horror at the
wicked Opposition for suggesting that
they are not paragons of virtue and
ask vengeance upon a crowd of men
so lost to self-respect as to suggest
such a thing. Well now from what
has been disclosed during the past
six weeks there is every justification
for the Oppositions’ asking for this
inquiry. There have been nothing
but scandals since you came into of­
fice. You have been proved incom­
petent but I say that you are worse
than that, that you have been dishon­
est in the discharge of your public
duties. Are we going to have an in­
vestigation of that sort stifled? Now
where are the men who boasted of
their independence a few days ago?
If your party is right you need have
no fear, but if you think your leader.
have done wrong then as independent 
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conscientious men it’s your duty to
see that we have an investigation and
say if we find our leaders have done
wrong we will disassociate ourselves
from them forever. Now prove the in­
dependence and honesty of purpose
that you want attributed to you and
which is believed in by very few.
There is one statement made from this
side of the House which I object to
on principle and that is regarding the
personnel of the Committee, namely
that you can choose five men from
the Government ranks. I am not
very strong on Biblical history, but I
believe that there was a city of Sodom
and Gomorra and Lot was told to go
and find ten good men there and it
he could the city would be saved, but
he could not and the city was de­
stroyed. This Liberal Reform Gov­
ernment is Sodom and Gomorra of
Newfoundland, and any man who en­
gages to find five good men among you
is undertaking some task, and as a
consequence of this the country will
be destroyed and you with it. If any
hon. gentleman would get up and say
yes we will support this motion I
would alter my opinion, but you sit
there and no man has courage to do
this to prove his sincerity or assert
his independence. Then certain gent-
tlemen are surprised that the motion
is about to be turned down. I can
only come to one conclusion and that
is that if the Minister allows this to
be turned down he has something to
hide. Ever since you have assumed
office you are not fit to associate with,
because no man can touch tar and
remain unsoiled and the same applies
to you. It is impossible to associate
with men who have outraged every
principle of decent government for the
past year and a half who have seen
fit to go down and take half a million
dollars of the public money and use
it for one section of the country, who
have used their public offices for their
private interests, who now refuse the 

public something that is their's by
right, an inquiry into what they have
done with public moneys they had no
right to touch. The public are your
masters and to them you will have to
account. Through the voices of the
Opposition and the public press they
demand an investigation of certain
matters, and that right you are deny­
ing them, the people who sent you
here, and why? Because you know
you have done wrong and you cannot
face the clear light of an impartial
investigation, but remember you are
only postponing the evil day, but be it
long or short, the time will come
when upon your heads will be visited
the sins of your administration. Why
this motion means merely that an
impartial Committee be appointed to
investigate certain matters that the
public want to know about. Grave
suspicions are afloat in connection
with those matters and the public
want that inquiry to find out whether
you have done right or wrong, how
that money was spent, and you re­
fuse to grant that right, and yet you
boast of your independence and pro­
test before high Heaven that you are
the personification of everything good
and pure in public life. Hypocrisy
never went further, it could not go
further. A lot of indignation has been
expressed in the Government ranks
during the past few weeks, because in­
sinuations have been made that they
are not independent, that they must
jump when their leaders say so, and
get down when their leaders tell them
to. Your action with regard to this
motion puts you in the position not
only of men accused of certain- charg­
es but found guilty of them. Farewell
now to your boast of independence and
purity of motive. I personally have
no doubt that the suspicions abroad
are correct, that if an investigation be
held by an impartial Committee that
you will be found guilty of the charg­
es laid against you, and I am not at 
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all surprised that you have shirked
the issue. The Prime Minister said
that this motion is equivalent to a
vote of want of confidence in the gov­
ernment. You are the only people
who have any confidence in your­
selves. The public has none, because
you have violated the pledges you
made them. You stand in the posi­
tion to-day of a discredited Govern­
ment, a body of men who have proven
themselves incompetent and incapable,
and if rumour is correct, dishonest in
the administration of public affairs.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked the Min­
ister of Public Works to lay on the
table of the House what Orders have
been sent to the Royal Stores Fur­
niture and Clothing Departments from
Nov. 15th, 1919, to April 30th, 1921,
from his department?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
I beg to table that information.

MR. BENNETT asked the Minister
of Public Works to lay on the table
of the House a statement giving the
amount of money spent on that sec­
tion of the South Side Road from the
Gorton-Pew Company's premises to
Fort Amherst from March 1st, 1920,
to present date,' giving details of work
performed, the names of all persons
employed with particulars of amounts
paid to each, and if a proper division
of the work is allotted to residents
without regard to political affiliation,
also to state if work at present per­
formed is essential, having regard to
financial conditions at the present
time.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
The answer to that question is being
prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if people who under­
took the cutting of pit props as relief
work the past winter were given in
any case such articles as tinned
meats, canned fruits, dried fruits and
accordeons as part of the payment for
cutting pit props near Newman’s

Sound during the past few months, and
if these articles were given with the
approval of the Government, and it
not does the Government propose to
take any steps to prevent this prac­
tise being continued; also if it is the
case that the Government has been
charged with the distribution of 370
barrels of flour, 70 barrels of meat
and other fruits in proportion as well
as a number of accordeons whim
were distributed in a section where
there were only three families re­
ported io be in need, and if so who is
the mill owner who distributed this
material and what quantity of pit
props was furnished as the equivalent
for this distribution? ,

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Leader of the Opposition is aware
that no pit props are being cut by
the Government. We have not issued
supplies for this purpose to anyone.
This information has already been
tabled but I .will again table the
whole lot.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Before we
get away from this matter do I not
understand that pit props were given
for the benefit of the people in the
Northern and Western Bays last year.
Certain people were given contracts
provided they would employ poor
people.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Certain
people who wanted to cut pit props
said we are not prepared to cut un­
less the Government will give cer­
tain guarantees. The Government
guaranteed that provided they were
notified of liability before the thir­
tieth of June they would purchase
such as were pronounced suitable by
Government surveyors for Tidal
Waves. These people got their own
supplies. The Government guaranteed
no credit, but merely entered into that
contract.

SIR MICHAEL CASI-IIN.—The Gov­
ernment promised those people if 
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they did not make a success financial­
ly that they would take the pit props
off their hands. Was there no repre­
sentation made by members of this
House to the Government for the cut­
ting of pit props in the Northern and
Western Bays? Did not members in­
tercede with the Government to al­
low pit props to be cut and exported
from the Colony, with the understand­
ing that the men who contracted with
the Government would give employ­
ment to the poor arid not the rich
people.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That is quite correct.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—The Gov­
ernment knew that there was desti­
tution in the Northern and Western
Bays and that the poor could be re­
lieved by the cutting of pit props, and
they gave the contract provided the
poor were employed. That is what I
am after.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That is not what was asked.

SIR. M. P. CASHIN.—Well I put the
question now. Pit props were given
last year to certain individuals in7
stead of poor relief, and as gentlemen
on the other side can bear me out we
made representation to the Govern­
ment to this effect and the Govern­
ment gave contracts to planters to cut
pit props but they had to give em­
ployment to the poor, and the Gov­
ernment guaranteed a price. Is not
that what I was after? J

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
No. If you want to ask me a reason­
able question like that, that is a dif­
ferent matter. My answer to your
question is that the Government had
nothing to do with these accordeons,
etc.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What I want to
say is that the planters in the North
did not employ the poor man because
there is no poor man. I knew what
you would say but what I want to
point out is that the men in the North 

were banded out thousands of dol­
lars.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Good for them.

.SIR M. P. CASHIN.—The reason you
say good for them is because it means
your existence. If they did not you
were gone. You got up here and
made an exhibition of yourself in this
connection the other day. Here is
how the relief was made in the North.
Salvage, do you know where that is?
This gentleman is taking notice, he
says as follows: (Reads letter.)

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
What is his name?

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I am not going
to tell you his name. That is for you
to find out. You should have an In­
spector down there to look after mat­
ters.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if he
did not at the F. P. U. Convention at
Port Union, in November 1919, de­
clare his intention of imposing a tax
on the Steel Companies operating at
Bell Island of a dollar a ton or of an
amount which would realize for the
Colony the sum of a million dollars
a year, and if so how it is that the
proposed contract with these Com­
panies does not embody any such pro­
vision and if this failure to do so
was a result of any special arrange­
ment with the Companies in the in­
terests of the F. P. U.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister- of Finance and Cus­
toms if a person named Dugald
White, holds an appointment as Cus­
toms House Officer at Port Union, or
acts in that capacity, and if so what
salary he is paid for such services;
also if it is the case that the same
Dugald White is a regular employee
of the F. P. U., at Port Union and
spends virtually all his time in the
service of that concern, if in his cap­
acity as Custom House Officer he is 
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supposed to protect the interests of
the Customs’ Department in Port
Union, and if the Government is sat­
isfied that he can serve two masters—
the F. P. U. and the Colony; also a
statement of the amounts collected by
the said Dugald White in his capacity
as Customs House Officer from the
15th of November 1919, up to date.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon, the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the table of the House the or­
iginal log of the dredge “Priestman"
of her work during the year 1920, to­
gether with a statement of the amount
which her operations cost this Col­
ony, and also of what amount, if any,
was paid in return for such work by
any private concern or concerns whose
property was improved by her work
during the year.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, if
he has read the letter in the “Tele­
gram” of last Thursday signed by
Mr. Penny of Ramea, in which the
writer claims that his firm has lost
the value of a cargo of fish through
the refusal of the Minister of Marine
and his Department to grant him fa­
cilities for the sale of the same last
year and if it is the intention of the
Government to compensate Mr. Pen­
ney for his loss and if not why not,
and again, if not wherein does this
matter differ from the case of the
constituents of the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries whose catch was
bought with public money last Nov­
ember.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked the Hon.
Minister of Public Works to lay on
the table of the House if this $1,060 to
A. H. Salter is over and above the
amount of ?250 voted him last ses7
sion?

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the Col­
onial Secretary, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
if the Old Age Pensions for the quar­

ter ending the 31st of March last,
have yet been paid and if not why not?

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries the House resolved itself into u
Committee of the Whole to consider
the Bill entitled “An Act to Repeal
10-11 Geo. V, Cap. 25, entitled ‘An Act
to Regulate the Exportation of Salt
Codfish’.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was receive^
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

MR. SULLIVAN gave Notice of
Question.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE gave Notice of
Question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, May 11th, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to ad­
journment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Gave notice
that he would on to-morrow move that
an Address of this House be prfesent-
ed to His Excellency, the Governor­
in-Council praying that he will be
pleased to appoint the three Judges of
the Supreme Court, a Commission un­
der the provisions of Chapter 21, Con­
solidated Statutes (1916) entitled “Of
Enquiries Concerning Public Mat-
tens" to enquire and report concern­
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ing the appropriation and expenditure
of public money in 1920, for Fish and
Salt, and particularly into the pur­
chase, shipment and disposition of the
cargo of the "President Coaker” and
all matters relating thereto, and into
the purchase sale, custody, and con­
trol of the salt cargo stored at Port
Union: and praying that until the said
Commission shall report the Hon. W.
F. Coaker, who holds the dual and ir­
reconcilable positions of representa­
tive of both buyer and seller in these
transactions, shall be suspended from
his office as Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, in which he controls the
evidence and sources of information
essential to the protection of the in­
terests of the colony.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked the Hon

the Prime Minister if Mr. H. R. Brooks
a Director of Job Bros., in this city,
has' been acting as adviser to the gov­
ernment in connection with labor
troubles here, with proposals for re­
duction in the salaries of the Civil
Servants, and with regard to meas­
ures tor breaking strikes or in any
other way, and if so to state in what
matters he has been in consultation
with the government, what advices he
has given the government, and if he
is receiving any remuneration for his
services and if so how much.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I can an
swer that question right away, in the
negative.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker. I beg’to lay upon the table
of the House a statement showing the
Revenue of the St. John’s Municipal
Council for the year 1920; also a
statement of the Expenditure and a
Balance Sheet for the yle'ar 1920; also
statements showing the estimated rev­
enue and estimated expenditure for
1921.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister in the absence of.

Hon. the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, if a person describing himself
as Colonel J. H. Riley, has made any
overtures to the government with re­
gard to the operating* of mining areas
at York Harbor, Bay of Islands, and
if the government has given him any
concessions in regard thereto, and if
so to lay on the Table of the House a
statement showing who Colonel Riley
is, what is his standing, and what is
the nature of the concessions, if any
given by the government.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
reply I wish to state that Colonel Ri­
ley has not made any overtures to the
government with regard to the op­
erating of mining areas at York Hr.
Bay of Islands; also that the govern­
ment has not given him any conces­
sion in regard thereto.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
his department has any information
as to how much of last year's catch
of fish is at present in cold storage or
otherwise stored in ports in Europe;
and if so, to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing the quan­
tity in each port at date of last ad*-
vices, and if he has no such informa­
tion can he obtain it; and if not, what
is the value of the Statistical Depart­
ment which he claims organized
some time ago in connection with his
department?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—I beg to table the reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked hon. the
Primje Minister if, in addition to the
correspondence in relation to the
Commercial Cable Company doing bus
iness in this colony, tabled last week
by the Hon. Minister of Posts and Te­
legraphs, any other correspondence
or negotiations took place with him
(the Prennier) or any member of the
government, either orally or in writ­
ing in relation to this matter, and if
so to lay on the Table copies of all
such correspondence and a statement
of the nature of any oral negotia­
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tion's; also if the government permits
the Commercial Cable Company to
operate in this colony, will not the
other Cable Companies and the Reid
Newfoundland Company, which oper­
ate a telegraph system, have the same
right, and if they do operate and
some future government should de­
cide to enforce the law which pre­
vents them operating, will they have
an action for damages against the
■colony, and, in view of these contin­
gencies, does not the government
think the wisest policy to adopt a
definite course of action in regard to
this matter in accordance with the
law already on the Statute Book?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
There has been no| correspondence 01
negotiations with myself or the gov­
ernment or with any member of the
government individually, either oraly
or in writing in relation to the mat­
ter referred to in the question other
than the correspondence already tab­
led.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—But they
are doing business in the meantime
and are you going to allow them to
continue to do business before the mat
tier is definitely settled.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
They are going ahead, without preju­
dice, during the time as is necessary
for the Attorney General to look in­
to the legal position.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—But don’t
you think that there should be no de­
lay. The matter is of vast import­
ance and I think that we cannot move
fast enough in having it immediately
investigated.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
During the next few days the time
of the Attorney General will be pro­
fitably employed ascertaining the le­
gal aspect of the case.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon.
the Prime Minister if he is aware that
the coopers of this city have been
among the most serious sufferers by
the fishery policy enforced by the 

government the past eighteen months;
if he (the Prime Minister) did not
promise the coopers and laborers and
other workers, especially of the dis­
trict of St. John’s West, that under
his administration they would have
plenty of work and good wages, if he
can say that they are in the enjoy­
ment oi plenty of work or good wag­
es at the present time, and what steps
he proposes to take to* see that these
promises are made good?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
am not aware that the coopers of this
city have suffered seriously by the
fishery policy of the government dur­
ing the past eighteen months.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—You are the
only one in the city who have not
heard it.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker, with
your permission, I would like to say
a word or two in regard to the reply
of the Prime Minister. Surely he
could not be sincere when hie made
that reply. He must be aware of the
fact that thousands of dollars worth
of coopers stocks would have been
used, if no fish regulations were in
force.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
That is a matter of argument.

MR. BENNETT—No, but it is a
matter of absolute fact. As I stated
in this House in the early days of
this session, I was in Halifax some
time in February last when two large
ships loaded for Brazil somewhere
between twelve and fifteen thousand
drums of fish. That fish was Nova
Scotia fish, packed in drums made by
Nova Scotia coopers and which would
have been made by the coopers in the
West End of St. John’s, but for the
Regulations which have been so oft­
en spoken about and criticised. Hence
I think that the reply of the Prime
Minister to that question is not de­
cent, because as a member represent­
ing that district he must have known
that the hardships thrust upon those
people through lack of employment 
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were caused by the fishery policy of
the government in St. John’s West as
well as in other parts of the country.
It is no use for the Prime Minister to
burke the question. He should have
admitted that the inauguration of the
fish regulations was responsible and
entirely responsible for the putting
off of the coopers of St. John's West
and the labourers as Well, and, in
fact, every workman employed in con­
nection with the exporting of fish. I
think it is a deplorable situation, Mr.
Speaker, and the government are en­
tirely responsible for it. They have
taken the work out of the country and
especially out of the district of St.
John’s West.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Mr. Speaker. I feel that I am out of
order as much as my honourable
friend was and that on a later occa
sion I will have an opportunity of dis
cussing this matter at greater length.
I have the idea that the operation ot
the Newfoundland Fish Regulations
has not been responsible for the lack
of employment to any large extent,
particularly in view of the fact that
75,000 quintals of the Lunenburg
catch of fish is not yet marketed, and
that while we had 500,000 quintals of
codfish this time last year unmarket­
ed we now have 250,000 quintals, but
these are all matters we will have an
opportunity of dealing with later in
the ordinary course.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
if Mr. .E Collishaw is employed by his
Department in any capacity, or has
been commissioned by his department
to undertake any sale of fish outside
this colony, and if so to lay on the
Table of the House ;all correspondence
in relation to the same.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I beg to table the reply.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—Asked Hon.
the Minister of Public Works to lay
on the Table of the House what or­
ders has been sent from his depart­

ment to the Woolen Mills, owned by
the Royal Stores, from Nov. 15th,
1919 to April 30th 1921.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I beg to
table the reply.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—Asked the
Minister of Public Works to lay on
the Table of the House what orders
has been sent from his department to
Royal Stores Grocery Department
from Nov. 15th, 1919, to April 30th,
1921.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—None
whatever.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—Asked the Mln
of Public Works to lay on the Table
of the House all orders sent from his
department to Jethro Penny, employ­
ed by the Royal Stores or the Wool
en Mills owned by the Royal Stores
from Nov. 15th, 1919, to April 30th,
1921.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—None
whatever.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the
member for Carbonear made a visit to
Prime Minister to say if the Hon.
Norway last year and if so for what
purpose; to state the time the trip
occupied and the amount paid the
hon. member (a) as compensation and
(b) for travelling expenses; and to
lay on the table of the House a copy
of the hon. member’s report on his
mission.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The hon. member for Carbonear paid
a visit to Norway last year for the
purpose of studying their various fish­
ery methods; the trip occupied be­
tween three and four months and he
had been paid nothing as compensa­
tion; the amount of his travelling ex­
penses was approximately $2,500,
which information was tabled some
time ago; I understand that the hon.
member has a report finished in con­
nection with his mission and will
table it in due course.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention 
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of the Government to introduce legis­
lation at this session to carry into ef­
fect recommendations of the Commis­
sion appointed some months ago to
inquire into the working of the Pro­
hibition Act.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
No report lias as yet been received
from the Commission and until that
report is in the hands of the Govern­
ment it is impossible for the Gov­
ernment to make any definite pro­
nouncement with the respect to the
matter refered to in the question.

MR. BENNETT.—May I ask if that
Commission is still sitting or how
does the matter stand?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Some weeks ago I wrote Sir William
Lloyd, chairman of the Commission,
as I informed the House at that time,
asking him when the report would be
ready. He replied that he would let
me know the following day or the day
after. I saw him and understood from
him that the Commission had com­
pleted its work of taking evidence and
was settling down in an efficient and
business like fashion to make care­
fully prepared report and that it
would be tabled very soon after.

MR. SULLIVAN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, as
Chairman of the Railway Commission,
to lay on the table of this House a de­
tailed statement of the expenditure of
$250,000 on the road bed of the rail­
way as stated by him in his speech in
this House yesterday:
(••■) Amount of ballast distributed and

cost of same.
(b) The mileage over which ballast

was distributed.
(c) The number of new ties laid

down and cost of same.
(d) The mileage over which new ties

were placed.
(e) The amount spent on drainage.
(f) The amount spent on new rails

and fish plates.

(g) The amount spent in snow fenc­
ing, if any?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE
AND FISHERIES.—The answer is be­
ing prepared.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked the Min­
ister of Public Works to Inform this
House by what authority Mr. A. H.
Salter was paid $1,080, if by Minute of
Council, then to lay on the table of
the House a copy of such minute.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
There is a Minute of Council and I
hope to table a copy before the ses­
sion closes this afternoon.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
beg to table a further memo, in reply
to question 4 of Order Paper, 12th of
May; also the following reply to ques­
tion 5 of Order Paper of May 10th. In
the year 1908 Mr. Dugald White was
appointed as Tidewaiter at Catalina.
He is not a Sub-Collector and there­
fore does not account for revenue re­
ceipts. His salary is $489.50. The
Government have not been informed
as to whether he is an employee of
the F. P. U. at Port Union or any
other Company and whether he is or
is not I do not know.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Does Mr.
Coaker know?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
did not ask him.

SIR M P. CASHIN.—I would like to
call attention to question 9 of Order
Paper of the 4th. I am waiting for an
answer to that question.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Minister who gave those orders
was the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, acting under orders from the
Government. The salt was purchased
by the Newfoundland Government and
was agreed to be held in trust by the
Union Trading Company at Port,
Union. When the Government per­
mitted the salt to be held in trust,
they took a receipt signed by W. F.
Coaker. (Reads Receipt). That was
sent in the form of a letter addressed 
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to the Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms. The cheque for the salt was
signed by the Deput}' Minister of Fi­
nance, and under the authority of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who
was acting with the concurrence and
authority of the Executive Council.
It went through the Bank of Mon­
treal in the regular way.

SIR M. p. CASHIN.—Was the order
given in writing or verbally?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
cannot tell you that, but the transac­
tion was perfectly regular and
straight from a business standpoint.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole to consider
the Bill entitled. “An Act to Repeal
10-11 Geo. V, Cap. 25, entitled ‘An Act
to Regulate the Exportation of Salt
Codfish’.”

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee..
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I would like to

add a word or two about the Bill be­
fore the Chair. I have not taken any
large part in the debate the past week,
but simply listened to what was being
said, but now I desire to offer somq
observations. There are so many im­
portant matters before the House that
one scarcely knows where to begin
because each has its special appeal of
interest to the country at the present
time. Before touching on the Fish­
ery Regulations or the Bill before the
House I would like to say something
of the charges made this evening by
Sir John Crosbie. We all know and
the country knows likewise that many
extraordinary things have happened
■during the past twelve months. Am­
ong the most amazing of these was the
taking of a sum of $500,000 by the
Minister of Fisheries to purchase La­
brador fish from people of the North­
ern Districts, mostly from his own
constituents. Last November a rum. 

or gained currency about town that
something of this kind was to be done
and many schooners were in port from
the North with Labrador fish aboard
and found the merchants would not
buy it at what was known as the cur­
rent price. Then these schooner own­
ers held a public meeting in one of
our city halls and demanded that the
Minister of Fisheries take measures
to make good the declaration previ­
ously made by the Minister of Fish­
eries that Labrador fish was worth
eight dollars a quintal and that he
was prepared to pay that. After the
meeting, at which the subject was
fully ventilated, the owners of' that
fish besought the merchants again to
purchase it from them, but without
avail, and meanwhile the Minister of
Fisheries held another meeting in the
same hall when he tried to set his
side of the matter before these peo­
ple and others interested. The own­
ers of the fish insisted that he do
something on their behalf and then
came the report that he proposed to
buy the fish with public money taken
from the Colony’s surplus in the Bank
of Montreal. Most people scoffed at
the idea it was so opposed to all prac­
tical business principles, and the
commercial community in the main re­
fused to credit it. Something, how­
ever, had apparently occurred, be­
cause the fish was bought, the men
went home, and quiet reigned again.
All attempts by the Board of Trade
in correspondence subsequently pub­
lished by individual merchants at
meetings of the fish owners, and in
other ways, to obtain any reliable in->
formation as to what had taken place,
proved fruitless, because the Govern­
ment and the merchants involved in
this discreditable transaction refuseci
to give any information whatever. Not
till after the House opened and we put
questions on the Order Paper did the
country realize that all these rumors
were based on realities and that three 
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or four merchants in alliance with the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
himself one of the largest exporters
of fish in Newfoundland, had got this
money, the money of the taxpayers,
that bought this fish at prices which
no merchant would pay himself and
that the country would likely be sad­
dled with a tremendous loss on the
transaction. An attempt has been
made to justify this proceeding on the
ground that a national emergency ex­
isted, and it was on this plea that the
money was taken from the Public
Treasury and we heard the Minister
this afternoon rebuke us for raising
this question here and argue that such
would not be done in England. But I
take leave to tell him that it is be­
yond belief that any member of the
British Government could be guilty of
the transaction of which he stands
accused here this afternoon or would
be allowed to retain his position for
twenty-four hours after such a
charge was formulated against him.
Does anyone familiar with conditions
in British public life imagine for a
moment that a man could be as the
Minister is at one and the same time,
head of so important a Department as
the Fisheries Department, and also
head of one of the largest fish trad­
ing concerns, in the country, and oc­
cupy the wholly impossible position
of selling his own fish on the one
hand, to himself as Minister on the
other hand, and then use according to
the charge now made, an outside par­
ty as a make-believe to camouflage
this transaction. Could any man be­
lieve a member of the British Cabinet
would do such a thing or that the
Bank of England would give him
money under such conditions? I,
maintain that the thing is unbelievable
with regard to the Old Country and
that the Minister credits us with very
little knowledge when he expresses
surprise that Sir John Crosbie should 

assert here that his action as a Min­
ister was in any way irregular.

Yesterday we had a motion for a
Select Committee on this matter, and,
to the surprise of those of us who sit
on this side of the House and even
more to the surprise of the country,
the Prime Minister resisted that mo­
tion, called upon his party to vote
against it, and declared that its pas­
sage would be a vote of want of con­
fidence in the Government. This was,
in my mind, an extraordinary posi­
tion to take. It had no precedent in
this country except the precedent of
the charges against himself a year
ago, and I need not say it had no pre­
cedent in any other country, because
everywhere else in the British Domin­
ions, when charges like this are
made, an inquiry is immediately grant
ed. When the Premier yesterday re­
fused to accept our motion and to
agree to a Select Committee, he pass­
ed a verdict of guilty on the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries in the opin­
ion of every right thinking man in
this country. The Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, as we know to out
cost, was practically alone in the
control of the government the past
summer. The Prime Minister was
away for nearly five months, God on­
ly knows for what, neither we nor his
followers, nor the country, have ev­
er been able to learn or ever will
learn. The Minister of Justice was
abroad for a similar period, and Mr.
Coaker took charge here at home. We
forced an admission of this from the
Premier this afternoon. The Minis­
ter was not alone in charge of his
cwn department, but also of the Cus
tom House, and issued orders for
cheques to be made out for drawing
public monies from the bank without
any order-In-council or other warrant
for doing so. Then he was also Act­
ing' Premier and ran the Colonial Se­
cretary’s department in the same way
In addition to all this he was Presl- 
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dent of the F. P. U., one of the largest
fish exporting firms in the country,
and when this “national emergency’1
as he terms it arose last Fall, when
all other resources were gone, he
went, without making any representa­
tion to his colleagues, I mean his col­
leagues in the Assembly, took charge
of everything, induced the Governor
to sign a warrant to enable him, as
Acting Premier, to take half a mil­
lion dollars out of thje Bank and then
gave this money to two or three peo
pie on Water Street to buy fish, in­
cluding his own fish, and now he asks
the House to accept his statement
that there was nothing improper in
this. Why did he not, if it was a na­
tional emergency, called the House to
gether. What is the House here for?
Why does the country elect thirty-six
men every four years? Instead of
that gentleman, filling all these posi­
tions and with a lot of fish on his
hands of his own and a lot of people
clamoring to him to buy fish from
them or to sell their fish for them, in­
duced his few colleagues in the Exe
cutive to concur with him in doing
what was never done before and
ought never be done again, that is,
take half a million dollars of our mo­
ney to buy fish from private people
without any idea of when or how
or where or at what price this fish
could be sold again. Who of the Ex­
ecutive were here at the time I do not
know. As far as I can figure out
they were Mr. Halfyard, the Vice-
President of the F. P. U., and as much
interested in this transaction as MY.
Coaker himself; Mr. Samuel Foote,
and Mr. George Shea who is not re­
sponsible to this House, and these
three, with maybe one or two others,
got together, discussed the public
meetings that were being held and the
agitation that was in progress, and
said “well, we must do something
about it, the price of fish is down,
the merchants won’t buy, the people
are clamoring for us to make good 

our promises that we would see they
got the best price, and the only way
that appears to exist of our giving
them this price is to take half a mil­
lion dollars from the Treasury, and
start in to buy their fish.” That is
the position as I see it. By what pro­
cess the Governor was induced to
agree to this proposition I do not
know. No report has been tabled
here, nor I suppose will there. Yet
there never was greater reason for
such than there is in this case. The
country looks upon the Governor as
the safety valve and the reasons which
induced the Governor to move in this
matter ought to be put on the records
of this House, together with a state­
ment of the results to serve as an ex­
ample for all future Governors of a
pitfail that they should avoid. You
may ask why and I will tell you. It
is because this fish as an article of
commerce is worth to-day not four
dollars a quintal, and the only justi­
fication the Minister could advance to
this House a few days ago to justify
this transaction, was that certain car­
goes were now on the way across the
Atlantic, that others arrived in Eur­
ope, and that messages were sent ac­
ross the cables that fish had gone
down in Newfoundland and that these
cargoes would then have to be sacri­
ficed. Now, even if that is true, which
I doubt, why should the owners of
this fish not have taken their medi­
cine as well as the rest of the people
in the country who own the money
that was taken to buy this fish. No
fair treatment was given the country
as a whole. Discrimination was prac­
tised and that money was handed out
to a chosen few and not to the gener­
al public. Still a bluff is put up in
this House when a charge is made
about wrong doing. We were told re­
cently, when the first statement about
this fish was brought down, that the
cargo of the "President Coaker” was
taken out of schooners then in Port



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 371

Union. Now it appears that some of it
was taken from the F. P. U. where it
had been for some weeks, no months.
Then we were told that the fish had
been bought by Mr. Joseph Sellars,
but Mr. Sellars is going about town
to-day saying that he had nothing to
do with it and that he can tell an en­
tirely different story of the whole
transaction. I am not developing this
matter because of any hostility to­
wards the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. I have nothing against him
politically, but it is our duty as re­
presentatives in this House to probe
this matter to the bottom, and if the
Minister’s hands are clean it is his
place to court an inquiry instead of
using his Influence with the men who
sit beside him on the other side to
help whitewash him, because that is
what it seems to mean. The whole
thing is a transaction that reflects no
credit on the Minister or on his pre­
tensions in this House. He took this
money and paid for his own fish with
it. He took it for fish that was here
in St. John’s and applied it to his
own private business. He chartered
the President Coaker, supposedly to
Joseph Sellars and at a price far
above that ruling for the freighting of
fish at the time. He was asked to
table in this House the charter party
made out between the F. P. U and
Mr. Sellars. This charter party would
show the amount he was getting, or
the owner of the “President Coaker”
was getting for the freight for taking
that fish across. The Minister came
into this House and told us he had no
charter party and there was none to
be found though he did admit he
thought there was one aboard the ves­
sel. Such an excuse is not good
enough for this House. No business
man would enter into a transaction on
that basis and we are prepared to be­
lieve that the Minister did so. Then,
again, we ask who represented the
Government in loading the “President

Coaker" with the 7,500 quintals she
is said to have taken on board. We
could get no answer. We asked who
can swear that there was 7,500 quin­
tals put on board and we can get no
answer. We asked what was the qual­
ity of the fish and there was similar
silence. Now, Sir, all these things
need probing, and the Minister has put
himself in a wrong position by voting
against the motion for an inquiry. If
he was innocent he should have wel­
comed an inquiry and when he re­
sists it there is only one conclusion
possible, and that is that there is
something to hide. The Premier told
us yesterday that we could debate this
matter when the Estimates were on
and that all these questions would be
answered but that is no way to deal
with a matter of this kind. We don’t
want to debate the question here, wq
want it investigated on oath and all
the facts brought out. We offered to
taken a committee of five chosen from
the other side of the House, provided
the inquiry would be made on oath.
That offer was refused and we were
asked to accept instead a propostiion
to discuss this in the House where we
would have no means of getting at the
bottom of whatever there is irregular
in the transaction. I say the search­
light shuold be turned on you and
everybody else connected with it as it
has been turned on others. I am glad
it was turned on me for one. The
Government tried to get evidences of
wrong doing on the part of myself and
my associates in the last Ministry,
and auditors were brought here froin
New York to investigate our work.
For that you paid $10,500 of the public
money, and the only result is that the
document stands as a certificate of
character for myself and my hon.
friend, Sir John Crosbie. Now you
resist an attempt to have an inquiry
into the conduct of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries on charges that
he used his position for his own ad­
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vancement, that, he improperly ap­
plied public moneys lor the benefit of
the organization of which he is Pre­
sident, and the Government majority
would like to vote down this proposi­
tion if it could.

And now to go back to the Fish Re­
gulations. When the House opened
and the Speech from the Throne was
read, the Minister of Fisheries was not
here. We waited for him to come
back and when he did arrive an am­
endment was brought in by the Op­
position calling for the removal of all
the Fish Regulations. The Govern­
ment came in and told us it had de­
cided to remove the Regulations and
refused to accept our amendment on
that ground. The Government was
not big enough to accept the amend­
ment and vote for it, but now it is
taking weeks to try and get through
a Bill of two lines to remove this fam­
ous enactment which a year ago we
were told was going to transform the
industries of the country. We are
thus a unit in this House for the re­
moval of the Regulations, but the Op­
position cannot permit them to come
off without telling the country the
damage that has been done by ever
allowing them to be put on. These
fishery regulations have ruined the
country and the people know it. And
then, after all the debating and critic­
ism of the Regulations, the Amend?
ment, and the Speech from the Throne,
the Prime Minister renders the situ­
ation more absurd than ever by a
declaration that he is in favor of the
Fish Regulations that are going to be
taken off and that the Minister of
Fisheries is also a believer in them,
and that they and their colleagues
consider that they are a measure in
the right direction. Yet they are go­
ing to remove them after one years’
trial because they have played such
havoc with the trade of the country
that nobody will stand for their be­
ing continued on the Statute Book 

any longer. I ask both these hon.
gentlemen why in the name of com­
mon sense do they take these off now
if they believe they are of value, and
1 abk the Premier why he took off the
Regulations from certain markets in
January immediately after the Min­
ister- of Fisheries left here if he be­
lieves in the Regulations. We all
know the reason for this statement of
the Premiers’ now. We all know that
he is without any following in this
House and is kept in office merely by
the support he gets from the Minis­
ter of Fisheries and the F. P. U. mem­
bers, from the man who boasted the
other day that he had this following in
the House and intended to retain hold
of it. The Premier is playing for that
support and for that alone. No man
of principle or spirit or pluck would
assume the ignominious position as­
sumed by the Prime Minister in this
matter.

Then the Prime Minister told us he
was convinced the Regulations could
be worked effectively, but this is ab­
surd. The law of Supply and Demand
as we now see cannot be disregarded
and we are powerless against the
whole world. To-day this country is
trying to get the price of flour down
although the farmers of the West are
trying to keep it up. In the same way
the consumers in Europe are trying to
force down the price of our fish which
they need in the same way as we need
flour. It is impossible for us to get
cheap flour only because there is com­
petition iw this commodity from other
parts of the world against the stocks
held by the Western farmers, and in
the same way our fish has to come
down in price because the French and
the Norwegians and all our other com­
petitors are selling it for a lower fig­
ure than we are. Our experience of
the past eighteen months has proved
conclusively, if our previous experi­
ence hadn’t already done so, that we 
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cannot lix a price for fish here in
Newfoundland and dictate it to tin;
whole world. The Minister of Fisher­
ies tried to justify his position yester­
day by claiming that certain firms
trading in fish here had gone out of
business, but as against that there is
the fact that the Bowrings, the Bairds,
the- Baine Johnstones, the Ryans, and
other firms have been continuously in
this business for GO or 70 years
at least and others of them for more
than a century and have weathered all
the storms of that period and are 'as
prosperous to-day as ever. The Min­
ister of Fisheries also claimed that no
harm had resulted from his Regula­
tions, but if he will read the letter
from Penney & Co., of Ramea, about
the cargo they loaded last June and
for which they had a firm offer at a
paying price when they loaded it, he
will find a different condition from
what he asserts. That fish was held
back at the Minister’s orders. It
didn’t reach market for some months,
and when it did it had to be sold at a
very reduced price, and even at that
the owner of the fish has not yet been
paid. It is also suggested that some­
body whispered something to the Pre­
sident of the F. P. U. about prices that
could be got and that he used this in­
formation improperly and sold his
own fish below Penney’s price and
left Penney with fish on his hands
that had been loaded for market
months before the Coaker fish. Still
the Premier gets up and tells us that
he believes in the fish regulations be­
cause the Minister of Fisheries be­
lieves in them; whereas the truth is
that the Premier really means to say,
“I believe in what Mr. Coaker be­
lieves, if I don’t I will have to get
off this side of the House.” To con­
solidate himself in that position he
then went on to plead for the support
of what he called the Baymen. He
said he was a Bay man. Well, I am a
Bayman but I am not prepared to play 

for the support of this House in that
fashion. I hope that while I will have
a seat I will use what little intelli­
gence God gave me in the direction
that will best serve the country’s in­
terests, and not sit down and follow
men who are acting like the present
leaders on the other side of the House,
simply to hold office and position. The
Premiers’ contemptible plight at pre­
sent is no worse than that of the gen­
tlemen who sit opposite and repre­
sent the Western Districts, men who
were supported at the last general
election by business people of the type
of Penneys of Ramea and now have
seen their constituents sacrificed
without lifting a finger or raising a
voice to prevent them. Is that the way
to look after the interests of the out-
port merchants and planters who have
ben trying to build up this country? Is
that the treatment to give the Har­
ris’s of Burin, the Buffetts of Grand
Bank, the Penneys of Ramea, and all
the other men of that stamp along
our Southwest coast? I cannot see how
a sane man such as I take the Pre­
mier to be, could make the statement
in this House that he believes in the
Fish Regulations, after the proofs he
and everybody else has had of what
ruin these Regulations have brought
about, and equally I cannot see how
men representing Districts that have
been brought to beggary by these Re­
gulations can support the Govern­
ment and the policy that caused this
disaster to the country in general and
their constituents in particular. What
are the Premier, these members, and
the other members across the floor,
preparing to do for our fishermen who
need supplies this year? There are;
over 20,000 fishermen in this country
without the wherewithal to go fishing
this summer. No more than two or
three merchants on Water Street will
issue supplies against twenty or thir­
ty last year, and now it is nearly the 
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first of Juno and no steps are being
taken to relieve the situation. We
rise this House every afternoon at
6.30 after putting in two or three
hours of debate, but no legislation has
been submitted to us yet, though six,
or seven weeks in session, to con­
serve the interests of the people or
make their economic future sure.
Petitions are being introduced here
every day for poor relief. Steps are
being taken to give able bodied paup­
er relief on a wholesale scale, but
measures of that kind cannot accom­
plish anything and some large pro­
gramme has to be taken in hand and
dealt with. You may quiet the situ­
ation in St. John’s for a time by giv­
ing out work on the city roads and
otherwise, but the conditions in the
outports are very much more serious,
and some practical measures of a per­
manent character will have to be de­
vised. The financial prosperity of the
country has been destroyed. Nothing
has come into this country for the
past six months in the way of receipts
of permanent character. I heard a
gentleman on Water Street a few
days ago state that the only money
coming in here now is what is paid
in life insurance on the deaths of
those who pass away, fire insurance
on property that is destroyed, and
marine insurance on vessels that have
been lost at sea, but that not a dol­
lar is coming in for the produce sent
out from tihs country, as nothing that
we handle—fish, oil, skins, herring,
salmon, lobsters—is being marketed at
a profit to-day. '

That is the situation as I see it, sir.
This country, one of the most pros­
perous in the world when we laid
down the reins of office eighteen
months ago, has been reduced in that
short period to a condition of col­
lapse only equalled by some of the
hopelessly bankrupt countries of Cen­
tral Europe. Everything that the
hands of the men now in power has 

touched in the past year and a half
has been blighted and ruined. Oui;
fisheries, the mainstay of our people,
have been wrecked in such a fashion
that it will take years to restore
them. Our manufacturing industries
have been crippled as a consequence
of the impoverishment of our people
through the destruction of our fisher­
ies. Every other Industry in thq
country is suffering in the same way.
The splendid Surplus in cash which
we had piled up and put away safely
has been dissipated and squandered
without anything whatever to show
for it, and to-day the country is vir­
tually bankrupt, drifting on the rocks
rudderless and dismasted without a
single man on the Government bench­
es showing an atom of capacity to
try and bring her safely to shore, and
this, sir, is the result of eighteen
months of Liberal-Reform Govern­
ment. Surely there never was a
greater farce in the history of any
country than for the men now in
power to describe themselves as Lib­
erals and reformers and patriots
and statesmen, a crew whose politic­
al bankruptcy is now admitted by ev­
en their best supporters.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bills sent up entitled re­
spectively, "An Act to amend the Ter­
ra Nova Sulphite Company Act, 1920”
and “An Act to amend the Crown
Lands Act 1918” without amendment.
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MR. SULLIVAN gave Notice of
Question.

MR. WALSH gave Notice o£ Ques­
tion.

MR. MOORE gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

MR. SINNOTT gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, May 12, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of
Question.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow move
the following Resolution.

■ RESOLVED—That a Select Commit­
tee of this House to consist of three
Members be appointed to take the evi­
dence of Medical Practitioners of the
City of St. John’s, and others, on the
question of the suitability of the Es-
casoni Site on Portugal Cove Road for
a Small-pox hospital.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker.
Before any petitions are presented
and with your permission, Sir, I would
ask for the attention of the House for
•a few moments while I refer to a mat­
ter, which has already been brought
up in this House, but has now reached
a very serious and acute stage. Be­
tween 10.30 and 11.30 a.m. to-day 20
men, belonging to St. Mary’s Bay and
who had just returned from Grand
Falls, called on me at my office. I 

questioned those men and after find­
ing out certain things I promised to
lay their case before the House this af
ternoon. The name of the man who
acted as spokesman for the rest and
presented their case was Gus White.
whom I asked the following ques­
tion: CQ) What is your name? (A)
Gus White; (Q) Where from? (A) Pt.
LeHaye, St. Mary’s; (Q) How many
men are with you? (A) Twenty; (Q)
Where did you come from now? (A)
Grand Falls; (Q) How long did you
work there? (A) Personally I worked
there for about 3 years; (Q) At what?
(A) As a grinder; (Q) Are all these
men with you family men? (A) All art
married with large families except
.three; (Q) How long did they work
at Grand Falls? (A) Some of them 3
years and some of them not a year at
all; CQ) How did you get to St.
John’s? (A) We came over the rail-
,road, eighteen of the men were given
free passes by Magistrate Fitzgerald,
1 being one of the two who did not get
a free pass; (.Q) Do L understand
that you are all here stranded, but
have tickets for home? (A) Yes, but
we do not want to go home, because
most of the men have to walk a dist­
ance of 45 miles from the train to
their homes, also because there is no­
thing at home for us to do and we
want to try and get supplies in St.
John’s for the fishery or to get em­
ployment here and we ask you to
bring this matter before the House of
Assembly. Mr. Sullivan and Walsh
were present to-day when those unfor
tunate men presented their case,
•which was really pitiable. Those sev­
enteen family men had an average of
five children to look after. They are
prepared to go home if there is work
for them to do, but as they are unable
to get supplies for the fishery they are
prepared to go to work here. They
say they cannot go home for the sake
of their children, as they have noth­
ing whatever to give their children.
They suggested that if some way was 
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devised whereby they could get sup­
plies they would go home and go fish­
ing. On account of the position of the
Marystown Trading Co., and other
merchants they are not able to get sup
plies where they used to get them be­
fore and they want to know what we
can do for- them. I promised them
that I would acquaint the government
of their circumstances and I ask now
on their behalf what can be done or
what are we going to do about it? Re­
member, Mr. Speaker, this is only a
small proportion of what we are going
to meet within the next ten days or
so. I think that something should be
done and done quickly, because if no­
thing is done, well, from the story I
heard from these men to-day in my of­
fice, personally I fear the result of
(what is going to happen. I am inform
ed that at present there are two thous­
and men in Grand Falls, Millertown,
Badger and other places around there
out of employment. The government
are sending some of the men home on
passes, but it is no use in sending
home the 20 men that I have just men
tioned, if they claim that they cannot
go home and see their children starv­
ing. I want to know if the govern­
ment or his party or the Executive
Council have any scheme in sight to
try and cope with this condition of
affairs. If there is, I would like for
you to tell us so that we may have an
opportunity of dealing with these men
with a view to helping them out the
coming season. We must do this Sir.
The responsibility is not mine. The
responsibility rests upon the govern­
ment of the day; but in all honesty I
am prepared to do anything whatev­
er to assist or relieve the condition
which is about to take place here
within the next few days. We have
bad the labor troubles in St. John’s
and the Prime Minister and the gov­
ernment have endeavoured to find la­
bour for the people in the West End
and I have no doubt that they have
done their best in providing help in 

that connection; but we have the oth­
er side of the situation now, we have'
the .people of Conception Bay, Placen­
tia Bay and of all the other bays.
whom we represent in this House cry­
ing for some assistance in the way of
labor or supplies for the fishery. The
Prime Minister very courteously told
me yesterday that the governmem
were endeavouring to find some plan
which possibly might relieve the situ­
ation. I take it from his remarks that
certain monies were to be given out
in connection with road grants, but
the expenditure of a half a million dol
lars all over this country will not
carry us through the serious crisis
that is facing us. Now the 20 men
whose case I presented this afternoon
have asked for some concrete answer
from the government as to what they
intend to do to assist them. I would
like to pass over to the Prime Minis­
ter a list of those men so that he can
read them for himself.

This is only a small instalment of
what is going to come. Let me say in
all fairness to the government that I
have a certain amount of sympathy
for them in the position they stand in
to-day, but they should try and evolve
some scheme which will suffice to
carry us over this critical period. Ii
the government is not able to do any­
thing they should say so, but I do
hope and trust that, on behalf of those
men of Placentia Bay, Conception Bay,
St. Mary’s Bay, Southern Shore, Bur­
in, Fortune, Burgeo and La Poile,
something will be done, and that be­
fore this House goes into session
again that the Prime Minister will
make a statement as to what the in­
tention of the government is and what
they intend doing within the next few
days in endeavouring to give all for
the assistance possible. I am not crit­
icizing at all now. I am appealing for
something concrete to give those peo­
ple in order to get employment for
them, or to enable them to carry on
the fishery as heretofore. You, Sir, 
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as well as I know that If there Is no
fish caught and no employment to give
to the laboring classes that Newfound
land cannot proceed very far. A loan
to us from any country would be ut­
terly useless, If we cannot find labor
or cannot give supplies to start the
fishery. What is wanted and what the
people generally are craving for and
what we must try and find is labor at
once. If you, Sir, had been with me
at 9 o’clock this morning on my prem­
ises you would have seen 120 labor­
ers looking for work. I put on 25 of
the men whom I knew were needy and
whose children were in want. That
condition not alone exists on my room,
but exists on every other mercantile
room in St. John’s. In fact in St.
John’s this day, May 12th, a few years
ago you would hear nothing but the
clang of the hammer; but to-day there
is absolute silence. I want the gov
ernment to lay before this House
within the next four or five days some
plan which will either tend to start
employment or start the fishery ana
get the wheels of progress once more
going. I have endeavoured to lay this
case as clearly as I can before the
House and I have endeavoured to
plead for those people and plead for
my country. I am honest enough now
Sir, to say to the Prime Minister that
I know the difficulties confronting the
government, and I know the troubles
they have to face; but'we got to rea­
lise that something must be done and
the quicker the better both for the
government and for the people of this
country.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker. On be­
half of these gentlemen who interview
ed Sir John Crosbie this morning, I
want to thank him most sincerely for
the service he has rendered them here,
and not alone on their behalf do I
thank him but on behalf of the thous­
ands of others belonging to other con­
stituencies who are similarly situat-

’ ed. This is not the first time that this
matter has been brought before this

House. It is not only to-day that Sir
John Crosbie and others, myself, in­
cluded, could see those conditions. A
month ago we saw them and we point
ed out that they would be multiplied
as time went on. Unfortunately, with
centres like Grand Falls closed down
the situation has become more acute
I advocated some three weeks ago for
a meeting of both sides of the House
whereby the matter could be discuss­
ed and some concrete proposal enter­
ed into. Now I would ask the Prime
Minister and his associates in all seri­
ousness if there is any intention what­
ever of expecting the operation of, oi
to take seriously the proposition,
which has been discussed through the
public press, on the West Coast, or if
Blacksteadt and Company have any in
tention of opening up an industry
that would give employment to five
thousand men. If such is the case, I
think that the government should im­
mediately place their cards on the
table of this House; but, perhaps, it
is a ’cod’ like all the other ‘cods’ that
we have been treated to by this and
other governments. The Bell Island
proposition has been on the Order Pa­
per of this House for the past few
weeks and deferred from day to-day.
Over at Bell Island the men are be­
ing laid off the same as they are at
Grand Falls. Is it the intention of
the government to alleviate the suff­
erings of those people who have been
laid off at Bell Island by discussing
that agreement? Surely the Bell Is­
land proposition is of such importance
as to take first place on the Order Pa­
per and the very day that the matter
was first introduced in this House it
should have been discussed and dis­
posed of so that our working people
could be employed again on the Is
land. I want to say that the people
of Placentia and St, Mary’s are in a
very unfortunate position, but, though
that district has been so well adver­
tised In this House, I would stake my 
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seat here that there has been less
pauper relief sent to that district dur
ing the past six or eight months than
to any other district of its size in the
country. The people there are not
the kind of people who look for paup-'
er relief; all they ask for is work,
and no better proof of that is the fact
that these men, referred to by Sir
John Crosbie, left their homes at their
own expense to go to Grand Falls
where they were not sure of employ­
ment, and some of them had to bor­
row the wherewithal to pay their pas
sages to Grand Falls. The unfortu­
nate result was that a strike took
place at Grand Falls, the plant closed
down and these men had to go and
seek free passes, bceause all the mo­
ney they had was spent in board etc.,
to bring them to St. John’s where they
now are, looking for work, because
the getting of supplies for the fishery
is an impossibility. This morning I
met one of my constituents who had
$250 in his pocket with which to pay
pn $600 worth of supplies. He had
two traps, a trap boat and all the ne­
cessary utensils for the operation of
his two traps. He went to different
firms on Water Street this morning
and offered to pay the $250 for an ad­
ditional worth $350 worth of supplies,
but nobody would give them to him.

HON. MIN. MARINE & FISHERIES
—Send him to me and I will give it.

MR. WALSH—Thanks very much, I
will be delighted to bring the man to
the Minister to-morrow morning. I
trust that this discussion this evening
will not end here. Something con­
crete must be done, or else we will
go on further dragging down the peo­
ple by additional pauper relief. Those
people are not consumers; they are
producers. The people are losing con­
fidence and in some sections of the
Island to-night there are people who
have reached a stage that they do not
care what happens. It appears that
Water Street have no confidence in
the producers of the country. Surely 

when a business man, an importer
and an exporter of this country’s pro­
ducts, refuses to grant supplies there
must be something rotten in the
"State of Denmark.” I hope that the
appeal of Sir John Crosbie will get
the serious consideration of the Ex­
ecutive Government and I hope that
these unfortunate men who are now
walking the streets of St. John’s will
be enabled to earn an honest living,
as in the past, and be able to pay dol­
lar for dollar. They do not want any­
thing for nothing. They are prepar­
ed to pay 100 cents to the dollar as
they always did. Several weeks ago
Sir John Crosbie, on behalf of the Op­
position, would assist the government
in any way possible in this present
emergency. Surely that offer should
be welcomed by the government. We
can come here and vote on matters
of policy; but surely there are some
common ground and some common
policy by which all can bury their
differences for the time being and as­
sist the serious situation that is facing
the country at this very moment.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Speaker. I
want to thank Sir John Crosbie for
bringing this very serious matter be­
fore the House and I would like to
say that I fully endorse all that has
been said by Sir John as well as by
my colleague, Mr. Walsh; and now I
have a few words to say on my own
behalf. I was surprised this morning
when I went up to see Sir John Cros­
bie and found so many of my consti­
tuents on his wharf. There were 2^
there and they had an appointment
with Sir John. I went to hear their
story, and if you could hear it, Sir,
you would be moved to pity. Some of
them got good voyages of fish, and
ought to have, had enough to carry
them through the winter and fit them
out for fishing again; but it was late
when they got their fish down here
last fall and some of it was sacrific­
ed at $4 a quintal. I am not going 
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to discuss this whole fish matter
again, but there Is a reason for all
this poverty amongst those people.
Many of them have large families, and
they are too proud to beg. Now the
situation is become more serious. You
have heard that Mr. Gus. White told
:Sir John Crosbie that the whole of
Grand Falls had closed down. The
strike has now spread to Millertown
and Botwood, and it will add at least
10,000 people to the army of unem­
ployed of Newfoundland. It is going
to be a serious menace to the coun­
try. From information which I have
I know that there will be at least 50b
men in here looking for supplies dur­
ing the next three weeks. The peo­
ple are not looking for charity. They
want work, and it is up to us to get
together and do something for them.
It is a very bad policy to be giving
out able-bodied relief, and it is not
only the district of Placentia and St.
Mary’s, but it is the whole country.
Only since I came in here this after
noon I have received a letter from
Mr. J. R. Rodway of Baine Harbor.
Here is the letter: (Reads letter).

There are people here now with
lobsters caught, but they can’t get
anything to put them in. Something
must be done, and done quickly, o
relieve the people who are starving
all over the country.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker, with
your permission I would like to say
a word regarding this matter. Whet
the labour situation of St. John’s was
before the House my colleagues on
this side of the House expressed the
entire sympathy with the situation
and did all in their power to help out
the situation. I therefore take this
opportunity of reciprocating. Many
people have come to the verge of star
vation thru no fault of their own. I
have beard the Prime Minister say
that he has conferences with the mer­
chants and with the Bank Managers,
and for all we know they have been 

absolutely futile. Now, Sit, I think
it is time the Prime Minister had a
conference with this House. The mem­
bers of this House represent the peo­
ple of the entire country, and it is
absolutely essential that the govern­
ment should make some pronounce­
ment otherwise conditions will arise
that will be beyond their control and
beyond the control of the constituted
authority of Newfoundland. Let us
wake up to the seriousness of the situ­
ation. To-day you have Water street
the mainspring of Newfoundland,
practically broken. It is quite true
that the banks have been absolutely
unsympathetic, and unfortunately we
have no control over the banks. I
appreciate the fact that something
has been done here in the city to re­
lieve the distress, and that a large
sum of money for that purpose was
acquired the other day, but even that
will be inadequate if something more
is not done. The Bank has advanced
$150,000 on the guarantee of the gov­
ernment, but the city of St. John’s is
as good a security for that amount as
there is on this side of the Atlantic.
The total city debt at the present time
is only $2,000,000, while the debt of the
city of Halifax is $30,000,000. With­
out the government guarantee it
would be a gilt-edged security. The
reason the government guarantee is
necessary is because there is nothing
in the city charter to give the city the
authority to raise money on its own
account. It is gilt-edge security be­
cause the city of St. John’s is capable
of paying a much larger revenue than
she is paying to-day. I therefore
sympathize with the members of the
other districts that have no such
means of helping themselves. The sit­
uation is very serious, and we mem­
bers of the Opposition are willing to
sit down and do our best to help the
government. I sincerely trust that
something will be done by the govern
ment regarding this matter.
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr
Speaker. I desire to make an effort
to approach this matter in the same
business-like and concise manner in
which Sir John Crosbie referred to it
a while ago. I am pleased to be able
to-day to submit another programme,
in addition to that which has already
been submitted for relieving the dis­
tress in the city. The government has
secured the sum of $500,000 which
will be handled through the depart­
ment of Public Works. The idea is to
enable the fishermen to earn suffici­
ent money to assist them in fitting out
for the fishery. What the people
want is an opportunity to earn be
tween $25 and $50 which will help
them over the present time and en­
able them to get some supplies. With
that in view the sum of $500,000 has
been immediately secured and will be
available by Saturday. This, it is hop­
ed, will carry them along for the pre­
sent time. The arrangement that has
been made in securing this amount
is much more satisfactory than the
arrangement the city had to make
with the Royal Bank. The Grand Falls
strike has greatly aggravated the sit­
uation, and how far there will be need
for something else I do not now know
I think that the programme that has
been arranged for immediate assist­
ance is one that will meet with the
good feeling of the whole House.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Speak
er, with your permission, Sir, I want
to thank the Leader of the govern­
ment that consideration has been giv­
en to this matter, and that something
has been done. You will realize that
I sounded this warning four weeks
ago. I said that in a short while the
men would be looking for supplies,
and I say now that very shortly the
merchants or someone else will be
called on to provide supplies to the
extent of $2,000,000. I assure the
leader of the government that every­
thing will be done by this side of the
House to distribute that, though a 

small amount, as well as possible. I
saw this situation a year ago. The 0
district that I have the honour to re
present has been completely forsak­
en. The men saw no hope of getting
supplies and they have given up the
idea of going fishing. The great firm
of Goodridge and Sons, which was in
every settlement on the Southern
Shore for the last 75 years, is in li­
quidation. But the half million dol­
lars that the Prime Minister has spok
en of will not relieve the situation.
The amount of flour needed in the
small district of Ferryland to relieve
the situation is about 6,000 barrels,
and that will only carry them for
about six weeks. But I endorse all
that has been said, and appreciate
what has been done. We have got to
make up our minds that the fishery
is abandoned. Take the situation in
the district of Placentia and St.
Mary’s. In many places where as high
as 25 boats operated there are this
year two and three boats operating.
That is the general situation. The St.
Mary’s Bay fishermen are looked up­
on by the American bankers as the
best fishermen in Newfoundland. The
schooner of Grand Bank and Fortune
are no more. Now there is no place
for the men to look for employment.
Grand Falls is closed down, the fish­
ery is given up. Quite a number of
men have gone to Lunenburg, but
there is practically nothing doing
there this year. The situation is
mighty serious. I appreciate the po­
sition that the Prime Minister finds
himself in, and I for one will not
cause trouble if the government is
serious. It cannot be solved in a day
or two, but we cannot act too quick­
ly. I brought this matter to the at­
tention of the House when it opened,
but I am glad that at last the govern­
ment has realized what it is up
against

MR. SINNOTT—Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank Sir John Crosbie for the in­
terest he has taken in the district of
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Placentia. The people are in a bad sit
nation, but through no fault of theirs.
I presume the reason why the situa­
tion is worse there than in most oth­
er places is because they do not go
to the ice. I am very pleased to hear
from the Prime Minister that some­
thing is being done.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank the Prime Minister
for his explanation, and I want to as­
sure him I am in full sympathy with
the programme. Even if my political
opinion has wharped my mind the
stories of those Placentia Bay men
this morning got me, and especially
the stories of their children. The very
best advantage must be got out of
this amount. For every dollar we
ought to have a dollars worth of work
I quite appreciate the fact that the
Minister of Public Works will be hon­
est with the money, but may I ask
that it be dealt with in an absolutely
non-partisan way. It is advisable
that the matter be put in the hands of
the clergy of every district who would
co-operate with the chairmen of the
various road boards. I throw out tins'
suggestion in all seriousness, I thank
you, Sir, for your explanation.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Mir.
Speaker, seeing that the Public Works
Department will be responsible for a
certain amount of this money I want
to see that the greatest possible good
is obtained. I have in mind the fol­
lowing line of co-operation. First,
that a circular letter be sent out stat­
ing that consideration must first be
given to the needy cases. Second, I
want to get all the information pos­
sible from the members of the various
districts, and third, I want to get the
plergy to co-operate with the road
boards.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Mr. Speaker, I might say I will
be glad to receive recommendations
for marine works from the various
districts that ought to be attended to.

I would like for each member to make
out a memorandum and hand it to me.

CAPT. LEWIS.—Mr. Speaker, I
have listened attentively to all that
has been said regarding the great
need of the fishermen. Not alone is
the need great in Placentia and St.
Mary’s district, but all over the coun­
try, and it is our business to see that
the fishery is carried on or we will
have no revenue. I consider the half
million dollars that the Prime Minis­
ter has referred to as being a very
small part of what is necessary for
getting the fishermen ready for the
fishery this year. It is going out more
in the way of relief than for the pur­
pose of getting supplies. I say that
this policy is abominable. The bot­
tom is out of the country. There is
a much better way than that to get at
it. The idea of putting fishermen to
work on roads when they should be
getting ready for the fishery is foolish
It would take the manhood that has
been born in them out of them. Mr.
Speaker, it is the first time in the
history of Newfoundland that we are
supposed to have a fishermen's gov­
ernment. Why do you not stand up
for the fishermen. We have a Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries who en­
dorses a policy of building roads and
marine works when the people ought
to be going fishing. Take or borrow
a million dollars and get supplies to
let the people go and catch fish. We .
are told to-day that Grand Falls has
closed down. Now what are we going
to eat if we don’t catch codfish. Rise
to the occasion Mr. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. Get a million or two
million dollars if necessary upon the
security of the country and get sup­
plies for the fishermen. We have al­
ready had enough waste during the
past few months. Don’t waste another
half million. Let the fishermen go
fishing. That is what they want to do
this time of the year.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker I
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.desire now in accordance with the
notice I gave yesterday, to move an
address to His Excellency the Govern­
or in regard to the matter of the car­
go of fish shipped by the "President
Coaker,” and into the matter of the
cargo of salt brought to this country
some months ago by the S.S. "Tucka­
hoe” and landed at Port Union. As
you are aware, sir, I moved a day, or
two ago for a Select Committee of
five members to inquire into this
whole matter. That motion was as
follows:

“That a Select Committee of this
House be appointed with five members
ot engine into and report upon the
appropriation and expenditure of pub­
lic money in 1920, for the purchase
of fish and salt and into all matters
concerning the charter of vessels, the
hiring of stores, the purchase and
sale of fish and salt, and the where­
about of said fish and salt, and the
control and management thereof;
with power to employ counsel, take
evidence on oath and send for all per­
sons, papers and things necessary to
the said enquiry, with an instruction
to the said Committee to hold an en­
quiry in public and to have the evi­
dence taken stenographically and to
publish the same from day to day in
the newspapers of this city.”

That motion was rejected by a par­
ty vote, the Prime Minister having
taken the position that to grant such a
Committee would be equivalent to a
Want of Confidence Vote in the Min­
ister and in the Government and that
the matters could be discussed in
Committee on the Estimates, an con­
tention which I maintain had no va­
lidity. However, our motion was re­
jected and I then intimated to the
Government that they had not heard
the last of the amtter but that we
would take other steps to secure this
information.

It is not necessary for me to go into
lengthy deal in regard to these sub­

jects as they have already been dis­
cussed somewhat exhaustively, but I
feel it is only right that I should go
over the principal features of the two
transactions. Everybody knows that
last November there was considerable
discontent throughout the country ov­
er the prices of fish and especially by
Northern people with regard to the
low price offering for Labrador fish
and indeed the difficulty of making
any sale whatever for this quality. As
a result of that condition a public
meeting was caled by a number of
schooner owners from the Northern
Bays who invited their fellow fisher­
men from all parts of the country
then in St. John’s to join with them
in formulating certain demands upon
the Government which were briefly,
that the Government would make good
pledges given at the General Election
and afterwards by the Minister o?
Marine and Fisheries that he would
keep the price of fish up to as high
figures as prevailed the previous year.
At that public meeting, which was
largely attended, resolutions were
passed along these lines and a com­
mittee was appointed to wait on the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
demand from him that he make good
these promises. The Committee did
this, and according to the newspaper
reports he assured them that if they
could not sell their fish about town
he would arrange to buy their fish.
At the same time he called a counter
public meeting at which I think you,
sir, were one of the speakers, when
he endeavored to put his side of the
case before the fishermen and others
who attended, but I do not think with
much success, as he was subjected to
frequent interruptions, and when the
regular speakers, who included your­
self, the Minister of Posts and Tele­
graphs, and others, have finished, the
dissatisfied ones took the platform
and attempted to hold a counter 
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meeting, and the hall had to be clear­
ed by the police. Evidently as a re­
sult of the strong feeling exhibited
by the fishermen, the Minister of
Fisheries and his colleagues in the
Executive decided that they would
take from the Public Treasury half a
million dollars to buy the stocks of
Labrador fish then unsold, and they
undertook to justify this proceeding
on the ground that the situation cre­
ated by the non-receipt of this fish
was a national emergency. I main­
tain. sir, that if such was the case,
it was the duty of the Government to
call this House together. That is
what we are elected for, and that is
what we are here to-day for,—to ap­
propriate moneys and look after the
public interests of this Colony. We
were not called together, no pub­
licity was given to this proceeding, but
without any warrant, except the fact
that they controlled the machinery of
the Government, four or five people
did an unheard of thing—an unheard
of thing in the records of the British
Colonies. They took half a million
dollars of public money to buy fish
from a few friends of their own, and
they concealed this fact from the Leg­
islature, from the business communi­
ty, and from the country at large, un­
til after the opening of this House
they were forced to admit that this
step had been taken. You will recall,
sir, and every member of the House
also, that attempts were made at
meetings of the fish exporters and in
every other way, to get at the truth
of this transaction, and that not alone
the Government but that two or
three business men who were parties
in what I call this crime, joined in the
conspiracy of silence and took every
possible step to prevent the facts get­
ting to the public. The rest of the
fish exporters and others were nat­
urally indignant that the .Government
had done this thing, and moreover
that two or three people who had 

been fetching and carrying for the
Minister of Fisheries on his Advisory
Board, had been given all this money
instead of an opportunity being af­
forded for every exporter to get a
share of the money. This money was
taken from the Surplus Trust Fund
in the Bank of Montreal and placed
to the credit of the Fisheries Depart­
ment with instructions, we are told
by the Minute of Council, that the
same was to be checked out under the
signature of the Minister or his De­
puty or in the absence of either, that
of the Deputy Colonial Secretary.
Many dealers in codfish asked mem­
bers of the Government and their
supporters in this House, if it was
true that this thing had been done,
but they all denied it. A more dis­
honest and discreditable proceeding
was never attempted by any adminis­
tration in any country'. I doubt if in
any other country under the British
flag would such a proceeding have
been attempted and got away with.
Not till this House met, as I said, did
we obtain a revelation of this fact.
Even then we were not told the whole
story and we have been trying ever
since to get it, but when we got on
ground that was dangerous for the
Minister no further information was
given, and we are now forced to the
step which we are proposing to-day,
a step which we feel that as members
of this House and representatives of
the people we must take. We are not
pursuing the Minister of Fisheries
personally or any other member of
this House, but we are asking for full
information about the purchase of
this fish, the prices paid for it, the
charter parties in connection with the
sending of vessels with that fish a-
cross the Atlantic, and all the sur­
rounding circumstances in connec­
tion with the matter. Our Resolu­
tion for a Select Committee was in
quite accord with the practise of Par­
liament. Already the Prime Minis­
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ter has accepted a resolution tor a
Select Committee to investigate the
workings of the Food Control Board,
especially in regard to the purchase
and sale of sugar. Why, then, should
he refuse a Select Committee to in­
vestigate this transaction in codfish.
I fail to see how one could be a re­
flection on the Government or a vote
of Want of Confidence in the Gov­
ernment and the other not be the
same, or why he could concede one
Committee and refuse the other. The
only conclusion one can come to un­
der these circumstances is that there
is something discreditable about this
transaction in fish, something that the
Government does ndt want exposed,
something which, if it is brought to
light, is going to shatter public con­
fidence in certain members of the
Government, and perhaps terminate
very speedily their presence as Min­
isters in the present Administration.
We want to know what truth there is
in the rumors that a Minister of the
Crown used his position for the bene­
fit of the Company of which he is
President, and the more the Govern­
ment resist these motions, the strong­
er will be the suspicion In the minds
of the country that this is what is
really at the bottom of the case, and
that is what the Government is trying
to prevent being exposed. We want
to know, in the first place, who sold
the cargo of fish loaded in the “Pre­
sident Coaker.” Was it the Minister,
acting in his capacity of President of
the F. P. U., or was it somebody else.
Then we want to know to whom was
that fish sold. Was it to Mr. Sellars,
who according to rumor denies that
it was sold to him and asserts that
he merely allowed. his name to be
used, or was it sold to the Minister
in his capacity as President of the F.
P. U. We also want to find out who
was the charterer of the vessel and
what.freight was paid on the fish. Was
it the ordinary freight or a special 

rate? We likewise want to know
whether the price paid for the fish
was eight dollars, which is the same
price as was paid for the fish taken
in by Mr. Job and Mr. Barr, or was it
?8.50, or was it $9.00, and it the lat­
ter who shared the fifty cents or the
dollar a quintal paid for this fish over
and above the fish taken by Job and
Barr and who got the money.

Then we come to the salt transac­
tion. The Auditor General stated in
his Report that $77,000 was taken
from the Surplus Trust Fund to pay
for a cargo of salt which cargo he
said had been purchased by a firm in
the country, but that this firm still
owed $61,000 on account of this ear-:
go, though he had been assured, he
explained, that it would be paid in
due course. Now we want to know
what firm bought that cargo, if any
firm did, and why it wasn’t paid for,
and what foundation is there for the
counter-statement of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries in this House
last week that this salt was not pur­
chased by his Company but was mere­
ly stored on behalf of the Govern­
ment, and that presumably it was be­
ing sold on the Government’s account
and the money turned into the Treas­
ury. Then we want to know how
much of the salt was actually sold,
when it was sold, and what was re­
ceived for it, and why a sum of $4,400
on account of that salt was only
handed in to the Government a few
days ago, more than two weeks after
we first asked questions about this
transaction. We want to know all
these things because they relate to a
situation that is either right or wrong.
If they are right and if the Minis­
ter’s hands are clean, then the whole
country will know it, but if his hands
are not clean then it is time that the
facts should be made known and ha
be subjectfid to the proper punish­
ment, I hope he will show to the 
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country that his hands are clean as
far as both these undertakings are
concerned, and I trust that after the
time for reflection he has had in the
past two days he will realize that if
he refuses—for when I say he refuses
I mean the Government, as everybody
knows that he is the Government—
then only one construction can bj)
placed by the country on that facts
and it is that the Minister is afraid to
have this matter investigated. As for
me. sir, the only course left for me as
leader of His Majesty’s Opposition in
this House, and for my colleagues who
sit around me, is to take the course
we take this afternoon, to move for
an address to His Excellency the Gov­
ernor asking that this whole matter
be investigated, and in moving that
address I would point out that I am
divorcing the subject from party poli­
tics or any partisanship whatever
when I ask for the judges of the Su­
preme Court to be appointed to hold
this inquiry. I do this because the
Court is above suspicion, and if the
Ministers’ hands are clean, the Courts’
declaration to that effect will com­
mand the confidence of the entire
community.

I will not deal further with this
subject just now, Mr. Speaker, be­
cause it may be necessary for me to
speak further upon it at a later date,
but I wish it clearly understood again
that I am not pursuing the Minister
personally or anybody else in tliq
House. I am only trying to do what
is right by the country and that is
why I ask for this investigation. I
think the Minister would be wise in
his own interests if he stated now, or
had the Premier state on his be­
half, that he would favor this inquiry
without our having to force this mat­
ter to the Governor. If this proposal
is rejected this afternoon then it will
be for the public at large to take fur­
ther measures to satisfy themselves
whether the affairs of this country are 

being conducted honestly and honor­
ably, or whether people in high places
are making use of their positions dis­
honorably and dishonestly and pro­
stituting their positions for private
gain. The Minister of Marine and
Fisheries is in the dual position to-
Mr. Penney, of Ramea, and then aft­
er weeks or months to make him two
offers, one from a fellow member of
the Minister’s on the Advisory Board
and one from the Minister himself of­
fering this man ten shillings less than
he had first been paid for his fish, but
which the Minister refused permission
to sell for. This man did not accept
the offer. Finally he got a permit to
ship his fish. He sent it across to
Europe, he is not yet paid for it, and
he now asks if the government is go­
ing to pay him $60,000 for the cargo of
fish which the Minister would not al­
low him to sell last year. That is an
other matter which a commission of
Inquiry will ventilate and satisfy the
country as to the truth or falsity of
these statements and the extent to
which the Advisory Board in connec­
tion with last year’s fishery problem
was utilized by private individuals for
their own advantage. Another cir­
cumstance of the same kind is the
charge freely made and not disputed
as far as I am aware, that when car­
goes of fish exported by people not on
the Advisory Board or in the ring that
controls this matter, reached their
destination in foreign markets, they
were held back by the trade agents of
this colony from being sold, and car­
goes shipped and owned by members
of the Advisory Board allowed to get
into the market ahead of them and be
sold first though not arriving until
after these.

One could speak for hours on this
very important subject, but I feel that
I have said enough. In moving this
address and supporting it as earnestly
as I know how, I shall have done my
duty as a. representative. If those on
the other side of the House are for 
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justice and the truth then they should
support this Resolution. If they feel
there is something to hide, their re­
fusal to support this motion will con­
firm that suspicion. Every honorable
gentleman opposite, from the Minister
of Justice, whose special function it
is to see the laws carried out, down
to the youngest member amongst you,
have a duty to perform, and I now
leave it to them to do so, hoping they
will not be like dumb driven cattle
sitting silently there refusing to say
a word in support of what they know
is right and just. I therefore move
the following address to His Excellen­
cy the Governor:

St. John’s. May 12th, 1921.
To His Excellency, Sir C. A. Harris,

K.C.M.G., Governor.
May It Please Your Excellency:

The House of Assembly, in Legisla­
tive Session convened, humbly pre­
sents the following facts:—
(1) That in the Autumn of 1920,

Your Excellency-in-Council, by
Minute of Council, appropriated
the sum of five hundred thous­
and dollars, for the purchase of
certain Labrador Fish then in the
disposition and control of fisher­
men, at certain fixed prices, and
the said appropriation was placed
under the control of the Hon. W.
F. Coaker. Minister of Marine &
Fisheries;

(2) That a portion of the said money
was used in the purchase and ship
ment of the cargo of the vessel
named the “President Coaker,”
and in paying freight, and that
the said fish was shipped to mar­
ket, on account of the colony and
is yet unsold;

(3) That this House has been inform­
ed that the said cargo ‘was not
purchased directly from fisher­
men, but from the Union Trading
Co., Lid., or Union Export Co.,
Ltd., at a price above the author­
ized rate;

(4) That the Hon. W. F. Coaker is

President of both the said Com­
panies; that the vessel, the "Pre­
sident Coaker”, belongs to one of
the Companies controlled by him;
and that the purchase and sale of
the said cargo, and the charter of
the said vessel, was wholly made
and arranged by him in his dual
capacities, as Minister and as Pre
sident and controller of said
Companies;

(5) That the transactions in relation
to the said purchase, charter and
shipment, including the payment
for the said fish and freight, was
made by the said W. F. Coaker,
as Minister to himself as Presi­
dent, and colorably only in the
name of another person, and that
the full particulars requested in
this House in relation thereto

have not been produced or satisfac­
torily accounted;

(6) That a large sum of money was
taken from the Consolidated Rev­
enue Fund in 1920, without so far
as the House is aware, the au­
thority of a Minute of Council.
and by whose pretended authority
the House is at present unaware,
and a cargo of salt purchased by
the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries;

(7) That the said salt cargo was stor­
ed by order of the said Minister
in the premises of the Union Com
panies at Port Union, from which
quantities of salt have been tak­
en from time to time by or for the
said Companies, and that the said
salt has been at no time and is not
now under the immediate control
of any reliable agent of the gov­
ernment;

(8) That the Auditdr-General has re­
ported to this House in reliance
upon the statements made to him
by treasury officials, that the
said salt cargo was sold to the
Union Trading Co. Ltd., but that
the Hon. W. F. Coaker has denied
the fact of the said sale, and as-
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sorted that the salt at Port Uni­
on belongs to the Colony;

(9) That since this matter o£ the salt
cargo has been mooted in this
House, a sum of money has been
paid by the Union Trading Co. Ltd
for salt, admittedly taken from the
said cargo by the said Company,
the acceptance of which money
may be asserted to be a waiver of
the legal rights of the Colony in
establishing that a sale of the said
cargo as a whole was made to the
said Union Trading Co., Ltd.;

(10) That the occupancy by a Member
of. the Executive Council of the
'dual positions of Minister of the
Department having to do with the
said purchase of fish and salt—
and of President of Companies
selling to and buying from the
said Companies, and disputing li­
ability to the Colony for large
sums of money, is inconsistent
with public interests.

Wherefore this House respectfully
requests:
(a) That Your Excellency, shall be

pleased to cause a Commission to
issue to the three Judges of the
Supreme Court, under the pro­
visions of the said Chapter Relat­
ing to Enquiries Concerning Pub­
lic Matters, directing them to en­
quire and report concerning all
the transactions connected with
the said purchase, sale, disposi­
tion, custody and whereabouts of
the said salt and

(b) That until the said report shall
be received, the Hon. W. F. Coak­
er, shall be suspended from his
Office of Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, in which he has the
custody and control of the said
fish and salt, and of essential evi­
dence concerning the said mat­
ters,

And this House, as in duty bound,
will ever pray, etc.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker, since
I arrived at this House this afternoon

I got an opportunity for the first time
of seeing the memorial submitted to
the House by the leader of the Opposi
tion Sir Michael Cashin. I think Sir,
it was a pity that notice of motion
given by Sir Michael Cashin, when he
subsequently moved that a select
committee be appointed to enquire in­
to the alleged appropriation of certain
of the public funds of the Colony thru
the medium of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, was turned down. The
leader of the Opposition in making his
address on that occasion I think it
will be conceded by every one, stated
the case in a moderate, impartial, hon
est and straightforward manner. He
stated as we have again heard him
say this afternoon, that it was not
personal animus against the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries or his desire
to >rjure or affect the Minis er in
any way, but rather to bring him to
task for certain actions of his which
were irregular and improper. And it
is in such a spirit I desire to ap­
proach the subject. The other day I
seconded the motion but I did not
make any comments on the matter,
and I hope the honourable members
opposite will accept my statement,
that I am not making any charge of
a personal character against the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, but I
do say that his public conduct has
placed him in tin? position in which he
has been very much adversely criti­
cized by the right thinking people of
this country. His actions in relation
to the taking of the five hundred thou
sand dollars of the public funds of
Newfoundland and devoting that to
the purchase of fish from certain peo­
ple in this colony who come from cer­
tain specific sections of the Country
cannot in the least be justified on the
ground that precedent allows it. I
have on a previous occasion endeav­
oured to prove that no precedent in
the history of this’ country or any
other which is possible of citation,
can be brought forward to justify 
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what happened last year. It was con­
tended that the Norwegian Pariia
nient voted thirty million dollars for
the purchase of fish. Well I accept
that statement, but not because it was
justifiable for that country to do that
that it was equally justifiable for
Newfoundland. That deduction does
logically follow. Circumstances arose
in Norway which made it necessary
for the Parliament there to protect
the main industry and they justified
what otherwise would have been
wrong doing but I submit that we are
not doing it in a legal and proper
manner. What the Norwegian parlia­
ment did was legal and it was indis-
criminatory because the whole peo­
ple of Norway got the benefit of that
appropriation, but that is not our
case where certain sections only der­
ived the benefit accruing from the
appropriation of the five hundred
thousand dollars.

Certain sections of the country
were absolutely ignored. Different
members have admitted that they
were totally unaware of the transac­
tion till they sat here in the House.
Some of them thought the whole thing
was a bubble and the criticism of the
Opposition only tactics adopted to cm-
harass the government. I simply can
not understand how they, with their
constituents ruined, could condone
such conduct as that perpetrated. It
is absolutely non-understandable.
They are men of independent means
and should have stood up in their
places and faced the situation on the
floors of the House instead of running
into holes and corners and saying:
"I did not know it was like this, 1
think I will cross the floor.” No man
representing a West Coast district
should have sat here and condoned
such an infamous transaction. It was
discriminatory in the highest degree.
One section of the country was bolst­
ered up, but the other ruined ana
then we are told "we had to save the
fishermen.” By all means save the 

fishermen. Take the money if yon like
for supplies, take 2 or 3 millions, but
do not supply only one section. If you
supply one, supply them all. Treat,
all fairly. The men of the West Coast
have to pay their proportion of that
8350,000 that was unjustly taken and
spent and what have they got for it.
Nothing—but empty boxes and barrels
The Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish
eries occupies a position in this House
and in the country to-day that is an
impossible one. It is wholly indecent
that he, the head of a department
which has such power and influence
where the opportunities to control our
principal products are concerned,
should occupy such a position while
at the same time he is a large export­
er himself. It is absolute tyranny
because of the power in his hands
and he has been an absolute monarch
for the last 18 months in his depart­
ment. To err is human, and to say
the least he has erred in his whole
fishery policy and the proof is here,
for he has admitted in the floors of
this House that he has failed. He
found his regulations unworkable.
The Opposition have been endeavor­
ing since the opening of the House to
put the probe in the wound and to
heal the sore. We have asked time
and again for information tvcm dif­
ferent departments to throw light on
certain transactions and in some cas­
es v,e have been given the informa­
tion. But in connection with this mat
ter we have not been given all and
half the truth is worse than a lie. If
we arc to get only half it were bet­
ter we got none at all. J am sorry
that the Prime Minister immediate'?
after the introduction of this motion
got up to oppose if. He couldn’t have
given the matter serious considera
tion or he would never have taken the
stand he did. There was no charge
against Hon. Mr. Coaker personally.
It it- against bls departmental and
ministerial position. Charge's wore
nade against his Advisory Board and 
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here was the opportunity for him to
defend his actions. All know what a
Select Committee means; the placing
in the hands of the Hon. Speaker the
selection of 5 or 7 members co enquire
into the subject. My friend Mr Hig­
gins, even suggested the appointment
of 5 men from the government side of
the House. That was a challeng? that
none could refuse. We were prepared
to have these 5 and abide by their find
ing. We are n»>r prejudiced in the
matter, nor do we wish to place the
Minister of Marine in an improper po­
sition. But unfortunately for the gov­
ernment, they refused this offer, and
where there was suspicion and doubt
before and where there were some peo
pie with an open mind, there is only
one conclusion to arrive at now, and
that is there is something to conceal,
If there is something to conceal, due
only to errors, I promise he won’t be
sent t--. the place where he and his as­
sociates threatened to send us in the
early days of their power. I believe
he will not reach that place, but1 that
he will have extenuating circumstan­
ces to offer in explanation of his con­
duct. The opportunity is here now
an opportunity he will never have
again, to bring on the investigation,
to get the sworn evidence and to show
up every phase of the whole transac­
tion so fully that it will be done and
over with once and for all. .This sub­
ject has been a fetich with both sides
since the House opened. Day after
day we have heard nothing but fish.
Mr. Coaker, salt and the "President
Coaker’s" cargo and now I am sick of
it. Let us have an end to it; send it
out to a tribunal that full confidence
is reposed in by all the people in the
country. I trust the Prime Minister
will see his way clear to do this and
not look upon it as a vote of want of
confidence in the government. It is
no such thing. I remember some years
ago certain parties were involved in
enquiries, when men on that side of
the House charged those on this with 

serious offences. Hon. Mr. Coaker
was then on the aggressive and Sir
Michael Cashin on the defensive. The
latter courted the fullest enquiry and
pun'icity and came through unscathed
What is sauce for Cashin is sauce for
Coaker. The Hon. Minister of Mar­
ine finds himself in the position to-day
of having a large section of the coun­
try suspicious of him that something
has occurred that should not have.
Besides the suspicion of his having
taken money for the benefit of only
one section of the country, charges are
heard as to certain companies with
which he is identified. It is a vicious
principle when Mr. Coaker, Minister
of Marine, is allowed to deal in the
fish business with Mr. Coaker, fish
exporter. He hired the “President
Coaker” arranged about her cargo and
sailing and it was Coaker all through
the transaction. This is an intoler­
able situation and one that can not
longer be submitted to. Talk off re-
cei-'jng emolument from the govern­
ment. Everyone knows that any per­
son taking an office of emolument has
to go back to the country for re-el­
ection, every member taking a position
as a commissioner etc., has to resign
his seat. The Constitution is so jeal
ous of the reputation and character
of those occupying ministerial seats
that everything is done to safeguard
them. But how do we know that the
Minister of Marine is not bringing
grist to his own mill. He is in an im­
possible position to-day. As to the
charges preferred aganst him, I will
not say whether I believe them or not
Time will tell and his innocence or
guilt will be proven. I hope to see
him out of the situation with clean
hands. Personally I would be sorry
to see him condemned. If he has com­
mitted an error of judgment, he should
let the country know. If he has done
wrong through not giving sufficient
thought to the matters with which he
■was connected he should let us know;
let the searchlight of enquiry be turn­



390 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

ed on his actions and all the Incidents
referred to, and he himself, will he
the better satisfied when the verdict
is brought in. As to the cargo of salt
that has been so much discussed. I
said before that the statement of the
Auditor-General in connection with
the same was a surprise to the whole
country. He imported salt to the
value of $77,000; it arrived here in
due time and by the report of the Au­
ditor General it was sold to a cer­
tain firm for $61,000. Right in the?
first place this meant a loss to New­
foundland of $1600. When enquiries
were made as to where it had gone
and who was the firm that had pur­
chased it, it was discovered to have
gone to Port Union. Hon. Mr. Coaker
after being charged with taking and
storing it, admitted that he had used
some of it though it was not his, but
the government’s. That only came to
light when the matter was ventilated
in the House. He says too that there
is some at Port Union yet. I do not
know how much. It is not under the
care of the Fisheries Dept., but of Mr.
Coaker. Nobody knows who tallies
out, say 100 tons to some fisherman;
we have to take his statement at face
value. He hands it out to himself and
says he paid $4,400 for it. But how
do we know whether he did or not. I
do know however, that no sane busin­
ess man would leave it there to be tak
en out at the purchasers’ own price
and according to their own measure.
These matters are of the gravest im­
portance and require that they be giv­
en the utmost research and have the
searchlight thrown fully on them. It
is regrettable that the first effort ot
the Opposition in this direction was
not met in the spirit suggested. The
Commission could now be half thru
their work; the whole matter could
be settled by Saturday night, and then
the House could go on with its work.
This holding back of information is
useless and the lame attempt of the
Prime Minister to make out these mat­

ters can be attended to when the Es­
timates come up for discussion, is
merely camouflage. By what manner
of means can we get the necessary out
side evidence then. Are we going to
summon private citizens to the Bar of
this House when their evidence could
be got better by Commission? The
evidence of those interested here in
the House will be accepted with douibt
and with very little weight. The Es­
timates will offer no opportunity for
the investigation. One thing must be
done, and done before these matters
are lost sight of; a commission must
be appointed to deal with them and
let us have the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth. I have
much pleasure in seconding the reso­
lution, moved by the leader of the Op­
position.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I rise. Mr.
Speaker, to support the motion put by
the Leader of the Opposition and sec­
onded by my friend, Mr. Bennett, and
in doing so I am sorry indeed that the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies, as T told him a few days ago,
should have decided to vote down the
motion then before the House and be
here to-day faced with a higher tri­
bunal than I then suggested. While
I say higher, it will be looked on as
the highest in the country that any
man can get before, this tribunal
which is suggested in the motion be­
fore the chair. I regret that he did
not take my advice when I said to
have a Select Committee. I hope he
understands that I have no personal
feeling against him in this matter and
am acting in no way beyond my duty
to the people of Newfoundland whom I
represent, and endeavouring to lay
before the country the history of what
happened during the last 18 months.
That is my position; I am not dealing
personally with the Hon. Minister of
Marine but on behalf of my constitu­
ents and the people of all other parts
of Newfoundland. Take the position 
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of the Leader of the Opposition. He
sent request after request, day after
day, but the information for which he
asked was not produced. There must
be some reason for hiding It. If there
is no reason, why is it not given as
asked for by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Why is it not tabled in this
House? Why is it locked away in some
cupboard or drawer? If there is no
skeletoji in the cupboard, lay the
whole thing on the table and let us
all take a look at it. Yesterday when
I was dealing with this matter I
charged that Mr. Jos. Sellars—I had
been told by Capt. Kean that Sellars
had told him, and I know myself that
he told others—had nothing to do
with the “President Coaker’s cargo
in any shape or form. The Hon. Min-*
ister of Marine has stated here that
Mr. Sellars had received cheques for
his part in the transaction. I am
stating what I know to be correct;
what Sellars told Kean and others,
that he received none and was not
interested in the matter. If it is cor­
rect that the Minister of Marine had
in his Department cheques returned
from Mr. Sellars and others made out
for him, I cannot see the justification
for keeping them concealed. If he has
any that were issued to him or if he
received any back, I say the Hon.
Minister of Marine should lay them
on the table of the House right, now.
Let us clean up this thing; let us have
these cheques and remove all doubts
in the matter. If we cannot have the
cheques, let us have the enquiry. We
cannot have it too quickly. I would
like to ask the Hon. Minister of Ma­
rine, as he has stated here that he had
the cheques to lay them on the table
now.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I beg
your pardon, Mr. Speaker, if I am in­
terrupting. I have those cheques in
my possession and can lay them on
the table in a few moments.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I think when 

he lays them on the table, the cat will
be out of the bag. We have been at
this now a week and we've got it at
last and will now prove conclusively
that there was something wrong in
the transaction.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—There is
nothing that we desire to cover up.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—There is
nothing you may desire to hide. Will
it be long before you table the
cheques, sir. I expect that when we
get these cheques we will have still
more conclusive proof that there is
something wrong about the whole
transaction.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
The cheques are as follows: One dat­
ed Nov. 27th, 1920, payable to Joseph
Sellars, Esq., or order for the sum of
$67,500.00 and signed by Arthur Mews,
Deputy Colonial Secretary and H. V.
Hutchings, Deputy Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. It is endorsed by Mr.
Sellars in his own handwriting and
was paid at the Bank of Nova Scotia
the same day. The next one is dated
Nov. 26th, 1920 and is drawn in favor
of Joseph Sellars, Esq., or order for
the sum of $82,675.00 and is also sign­
ed by Arthur Mews, Deputy Colonial
Secretary and H. V. Hutchings, De­
puty Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
endorsed by Mr. Sellars. The’ third
cheque is dated Dec. 10th, 1920 and
drawn in favor of Joseph Sellars per
A. H. Murray, for the sum of $3,781.11
and signed by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, Mr. Coaker and Mr.
Hutchings the Deputy Minister and is
endorsed in the handwriting of Mr.
Murray.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—May I ask if
there are any other papers in con­
nection with the President Coaker’s
cargo.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—These
are the cheques for which you asked.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Yes, but I
want to know if there are any bills 
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of lading or other documents of that
kind.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Not up
to the present time.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Well I ex­
pected that the cat or rather the
mouse would fall right into the trap
and so he did. For a whole week I
have been trying to get at the bottom
of this thing and now I am firmly
convinced that there is something
crooked about it. I am going to
make a statement now about the Pre­
sident Coaker transaction and I fear
no contradiction from anyone of what
I am about to say. Here is the story.
This morning I had occasion to call
at Mr. Joseph Sellar's office and while
there I took the opportunity of en­
quiring from him what his connection
with the President Coaker’s cargo had
been. He told me in the presence of
a witness that he had no interest
whatever in the cargo but that on
Nov. 26th last a cheque for the sum
of $82,675.00 had been sent him from
the Marine and Fisheries Dept, with a
request to deposit it to his account
and to give the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries his cheque drawn in
favor of the Union Trading Co. for
$82,675.00. Now, Sir, do you wonder
why the Leader of the Opposition
wanted an enquiry into the transac­
tion? Now do you see why there was
such a reluctance to have a committee
appointed?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
You are welcome to see the facts.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—But we had
a mighty hard job to get them and
now that we have got them, something
more than a Select Committe is go­
ing to be appointed to enquire into
them. Just imagine, Sir, the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries occupying the
position he does in this House, get­
ting up here and telling us that Mr.
Sellars bought the President Coaker’s
cargo. I say that Mr. Sellars did not
buy it but the Minister of Marine and

Fisheries sent Mr. Sellars his cheque
and received Mr. Sellar’s cheque in
return for the identical amount so as
to cover up his own tracks and hide
behind somebody else. Can you beat
that? No Sir, that has never been beat
en in the history of this country. Then
you wonder why we are asking for a
committee to investigate this matter.
I advised you, to save you from your
friends, to make a clear statement of
your part in the transaction. I ap­
pealed to you, and I had the proof in
my possession when I did so, to stand
up in your place like a man and tell
the whole story and so avoid all this
debate and discussion. If you were
hot trying to hide behind Mr. Sellars,
why did you send him a cheque with
a request for him to send you his for
the same amount in return? If there
was not some ulterior motive actuat­
ing you why did you do it? Would it
not have been better for you to have
written out the cheque in the first
place in favor of the Union Trading
Co., while it would undoubtedly have
been irregular and improper, I cannot
see that it would have been any great
crime. But the half of it has not yet
been related. What arrangements have
been made for getting that money
back; does the Prime Minister know
if any arrangements have been made
for receiving these funds, that is if you
ever seen a cent of it again?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I know
quite a lot.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—But you
don’t know it all.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Which
balance you probably know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I know more
than you think I do. The President
Coaker’s cargo is now landing in It­
aly and you will never see a cent for
it. I say that this investigation should
take place and it will be a standing
disgrace to the country if you go out
of this House without seeing that it 
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does take place. It is not what the
people deserve. They are clamoring
for it and although you may vote the
motion down, let me tell you that
you will not attend the June confer­
ence till this matter has been cleared
up, and if all on this side of the House
are as determined as I am, it will be
fully investigated. I suppose when
the Prime Minister produced these
cheques he thought that the whole
thing would be over but I want to tell
him that the trouble is only just be­
ginning. 1 remember when I myself
was arraigned before this House,
when I was petitioned and protested
against, but my position then was as
that of a prince as compared with the
Minister’s position now. I do not
mean to say that Mr. Coaker deliber­
ately stole this money but I am go­
ing to say that if Mr. Coaker’s depart­
ment is to be judged by this cheque,
then goodness knows how much
money is gone. According to this of­
ficial statement furnished by the Min­
ister of Fisheries the amounts which
were to be paid are as follows: half
the freight $9,760.00, export tax $2,-
250.00, insurance $6,825.00 and the cost
of the fish at 8.50 per quintal, $63,-
750.00. Now add that up and you will
find that it amounts to $82,585.00, and
yet you send a cheque for $82,625.00.
If that’s the kind of addition that is
done in your department then the
Lord knows how much money is gone.
Now I suppose we ought to have a
committee to check this up. If this is
a sample of what the auditing in the
department is, we ought to send for
these New York chaps again.

“I did not have anything to do with
the President Coaker’s cargo, I sold it
to Mr. Sellars,” says the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries. Yes, and you
gave him your cheque and he gave
you his for the same amount in re­
turn. If that is not the latest way to
buy fish! You can swap cheques and
then go home and have your supper 
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for nothing. Oh no, Sir, you don’t
want to have a committee appointed
to enquire into the President Coaker’s
cargo and I am sorry to see you mis-

l led; I am sorry to see you gone that
way. You could have done the thing
openly and above board: you could
have signed the cheque in favor of
the F, P. U. and as I have already
said, there would have been no great
crime in it. but when you try to hide
behind another man's back, you have
gone astray. Where is the Bill of
lading of the “President Coaker?’’

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.-—It is attached to the
other documents in Genoa.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Is there not
a copy of the Bill of Lading?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I only saw one.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—But if you
gave the Bank of Nova Scotia the or­
iginal Bill of Lading in the first place,
they would have a copy of it. Sir
Michael Cashin has been asking for
this for the past ten days and cannot
get it. There must have been 3 cop­
ies of the Bill of Lading and surely
they did not all go forward to Genoa.
I suppose they were like the cheques
they were lost for the time being. I
wonder who has them at Genoa, Rag-
noli? 1 say, Sir, that a copy of the
Bill of Lading should have been laid
upon the table of this House days ago;
but like the cheques there seems to
be no record of anything kept. As it
is now after half past six, Mr. Speak­
er, I move the adjournment of the
debate.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries if it is
the intention of his Department to
employ the services of Mr. George
Hawes to advise the Department dur­
ing this year as to conditions in Euro­
pean markets, and if not who does he
propose to employ for that purpose?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
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FISHERIES.—I beg to table the re­
ply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if a
printed circular originating in Oporto
and addressed to him with the pre­
fix 'Your Excellency’ pretending to be
a statement of Oporto fish exporters
with reference to the Newfoundland
trade, but which was repudiated by
the recognized codfish exporters there
in a statement published in the news­
papers of this city on April 15, and
certified by Mr. Hanover Grant, Brit­
ish vice-consul at Oporto was fab­
ricated in the office of the Newfound­
land Trade Commissioner at Oporto,
Mr. S. K. Smith, or with his conniv­
ance; also if the Minister during his
visit to Oporto was a party to this
transaction or knows anything about
it; if it was fabricated in the office of
the Newfoundland Trade Commission­
er was any public money paid for its
composition and printing and it so
how much; and in that case does the
Minister consider that this was a
creditable transaction for an official.
of the Colony to be engaged in, and
if the Minister does not believe that
it was fabricated in the office'of the
Trade Commissioner or with his con­
nivance, can he suggest any reason
why any parties should undertake to
fabricate such a communication and
represent it as coming from a body of
commercial men who had nothing
whatever to do with it?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE
AND FISHERIES.—I bge to table the
reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if it
is correct that members of the Cod­
fish Exportation Board, commonly
known as the Advisory Board, manipu­
lated sales of fish in the foreign mar­
kets from time to time in their own
interests, so that they. were able to
get rid of cargoes to the disadvantage
or ordinary exporters, and whether

these members of the Advisory Board
utilized the private information com­
ing to that Board to assist them in ac­
complishing these objects; and if so,
will he lay on the Table of the House
a statement of the cases in which this
occurred and the names of the mem­
bers of the Advisory Board who thus
misused their positions?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table the re­
ply.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries if Mr. H.
V. Simms, who left here some weeks
ago to visit Canada, United States and
Europe, has been despatched by his

■“Department on any official business
or has been commissioned to under­
take any business for the Department
during the course of his trip and if
so to state the nature of the under­
taking committeed to him and to give
an approximate estimate of the cost
which such work will be to this
colony.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The answers to ques­
tion 4 are being prepared and will pro­
bably to be tabled to-morrow.

MR. SULLIVAN asked the Minister
of Public Works to lay on the Table
of this House a statement of all or­
ders, and amount of same, sent from
his Department to the firm of Hon.
John Anderson, and if no orders have
been ‘sent, why discriminate against
such a well-known supporter of the
Government?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—I
beg to table the information.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs, is it
correct that one Jas. J. McGrath of St.
John’s, formerly a Fish Inspector, has
been lately employed by the Custom
Department and is now attached to
the South Coast revenue service?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Yes, Mr. James J. McGrath has re-
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cently been appointed in the Cus-
toins.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Why was
James McGrath shifted from Fish In­
spector to the Custom House where
people are already falling over each
other. This is not economy.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The appointment was necessary on
the S.S. Daisy.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—If it was
necessary, why not give it to some
returned soldier?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The position is not new. It was a
vacant position.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Who was the
man who was there last year?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I don’t know.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Well I do.
MR. WALSH asked the Minister of

Public Works if the 1921 grants for
Roads and Bridges have been sent out
to the different Road Boards and Com­
missioners as promised in this House
some ten days ago?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—I
beg to table the information.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs:
(a) For a detailed statement showing

the name and address of all ap­
plicants for the Old Age Pension,
whose applications are on file in
Mr. Woods’ office and who have
not yet received said pensions.

(b) Is it the intention of the Govern­
ment to vote a sufficient amount,
the present session, to give all ap­
plicants who are qualified, this
pension?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.--
As soon as I get that information I
will table it. •

MR. SINNOTT asked the Minister of
' Public Works to lay on the Table of
this House a statement showing all
orders sent from his Department to

Steer Bros., and amount of same. If
no orders have been sent, why not?

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—I beg
to table the information.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, May 13th, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to ad­
journment.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no­
tice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled ‘Au
Act to amend the Election Act, 1913.’’

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­

tion.
Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Pursuant to notice and on motion

of Hon. the Prime Minister it was re­
solved that a Select Committee of this
House, to consist of five members, be
appointed to take the evidence of the
Medical Practitioners of the city of
St. John’s and others on the question
of the suitability of the Escasoni site
on Portugal Cove Road for a Smallpox
Hospital.

Mr. Speaker appointed the follow­
ing Committee—Hon. the Minister of
Justice, Hon. the Minister of Posts
and Telegraphs, Hon. the Minister of
Education, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Some days ago a petition was present­
ed with regard to the Hospital that
the government decided to erect at
Escasoni, on the advice of the prac­
titioners of the city. They claimed it
was an admirable site for such a 
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building. Mr. Higgins put the posi­
tion to the House that this petition
against this project is largely signed
by Justice Johnson and others, and
It has been decided to select a Com­
mittee of three to take the evidence
of the practitioners, and general opin­
ion in that connection. We have been
advised that it is an admirable site,
and .that it can in no way have detri­
mental effects on the neighbourhood.
On the other hand Mr. Higgins voices
a contrary opinion, and I would like
to have the matter investigated before
a decision is arrived at. I would sug­
gest that the Committee be appointed
by the Hon. Speaker before the close
of the House this afternoon or on to­
morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, (a) how many barrels of seed
potatoes have been imported by the
Department since the first of January
last and how many have been pur­
chased in the colony (b) what has
been the average price paid for im­
ported potatoes and what for local po­
tatoes, (c) what distribution has been
made of imported potatoes and of lo­
cal potatoes showing the localities to
which each has been sent and the
quantity of each; (d) and what quan­
tities are yet to be imported and what
quantity it is proposed to buy locally
and where and in what quantities will
the same be distributed?

THE PRIME MINISTER—There
have been no potatoes imported since
1st of January last year, but seventeen
hundred barrels have been purchased
in the Colony. I cannot give the
price at the moment but it was the
market price at the day of purchase.
There has been no distribution of im­
ported potatoes, and the local have
been sent to the various localities by
the government through the depart­
ment of Agriculture and Mines. As to
the quantities to be imported there
are some farmers who desire special 

seeds. These will not be imported at
the expense of the government, but
will be purchased by the Department
of Agriculture and Mines and deliver­
ed to these people at cost. It is im­
possible to estimate the quantity to
be distributed but there have been re­
quisitions from various.districts, and
the department of Agriculture and
Mines will supply them.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked the hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to lay on the Table of the House, a
statement giving the details of the
sum of $1,170.93, received by the
Fisheries Department, on account of
dredging work performed for private
concerns as shown in his reply on May
10th, to my question respecting the
operations of the dredge; also to saj
if there are any amounts outstanding
and yet to be collected for such pri­
vate work, and if so to state the
amount and the parties from whom
such is due.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—That statement is being
prepared and it will be ready.

MR. MACDONNELL—Asked Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to furnish a list of the lighthouses er­
ected this year, as provided for in the
estimates of last year.

HON. MR. COAKER—The answer to
this question is being prepared.

MR. WALSH—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
if Mr. Edward Whelan who was last
year employed as Customs Officer on
the South Coast Revenue Service is
still in the Customs Service, if not
why not?

THE PRIME MINISTER—I have
asked the Assistant Collector to let
me have the information in this con­
nection. I have no personal know­
ledge' of it.

MR. BENNETT—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice, the names of the
lawyers who drafted the agreement 
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between the government and the Bell
Island Companies, which Is now the
subject of a Bill before this House
stating who represented the colony
and the companies respectively?

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—In reply
to that question I would say that the
lawyers engaged in this matter were
Mr. Summers and Sir William Lloyd
for the government, and Mr. E. M.
MacDonald for the Companies.

MR. BENNETT—Have they been
paid any fees?

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—No.
MR. SULLIVAN—Asked the Minis­

ter of Public Works to lay on the
table of this House a statement show­
ing (a) The number of bedsteads pur­
chased within the last twelve months
for the Poor House (b) from whom
purchased, (c) price paid for same,
(d) If mattresses are included in
price mentioned, (e) if not to givp
price of bedsteads and mattresses se­
parately.

MIN. PUBLIC WORKS—In reply to
that I may say that the information
is being prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
what steps his department Is taking
to assist the people of the Southern
districts who have stocks of fish on
their hands at present, or who are un­
able to obtain supplies for the fishery
this year, owing to financial embar­
rassment of the firm which ordinar-
arily supply them, but which through
the operation of the Fishery Regula­
tions are now unable to do so, also if
the members for Burin, Fortune Bay,
and Burgeo districts have made any
representations to his department
with a view to securing assistance for
those people, and if not will the Min­
ister now take the matter into con­
sideration, and say what action if
any, the government proposes to take,
and if the government proposes to
take no action, why not?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­

ERIES—In reply I beg to say that no
action has been taken.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—There are
a lot of men with fish on their hands
who canot sell It. Could not some ar
rangement be made with the people
who own stores on the Water Front,
to have that fish stored there? There
are lots of twenty-five and forty quin
tals.
; HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—Does the leader of the Oppo­
sition suggest that we secure a store
for that purpose.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Yes that
is my suggestion.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I might say
for the information of the Hon. Min.
that we are storing some of this fish,
but there are a lot of people that way
and there may be some way of fixing
it up, if the matter is thought over
seriously and quickly.

HON. MIN. MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Could you give me any idea of
the quantity. Would there be a thous
and quintals?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—There may
be more than that. I think there will
be a lot of Labrador fish.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice if it is the inten­
tion of the Government, at the pre­
sent session to introduce any enact­
ment with regard to common carriers
which would give greater protection
to business people, as recommended
by the Board of Trade on several oc­
casions, and if not,' why not?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—In
reply I beg to say that no recom­
mendations from the Board of Trade
or any other source have reached me.
This is the first I heard of it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
his Department has yet compiled a
complete statement showing the total
catch of fish during the calendar
year 1920, and if so to lay on the
table of the House a statement show­
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big the Department’s figures respect­
ing:
(a) Bank Fishery.
(h) Shore Fishery.
(c) Labrador Fishery.
(d) With the catch of each quality

for the different Districts as far
as possible and also to indicate
wherein the Minister’s estimate
made last September and submit­
ted to a meeting of Fish Export­
ers, differs from the actual fig­
ures now supplied by his Depart­
ment.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I do riot know whether
the first information is yet prepared,
but the second part I know is being
prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if it
is the intention of his Department to
continue during the present year the
army of so-called Fishery Inspectors,
sent out last year, and if so what ser­
vices they are to perform in view of
the Minister’s declaration last week
that while the standardization law
will be retained on the Statute Book
it will not be enforced, and also if
the Minister has received any repre­
sentation from the Board of Trade
with a view to recognizing certificates
of inspection issued by the Board
with regard to fish cargoes being ex­
ported from this Colony, and if so
what is his attitude with regard to
such a proposal?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—There will be no Fish
Inspectors this year.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Education, if Mr. P. G. But­
ler, principal of Springdale Street
School, St. John’s under Church of
England Board of Education, is one of
the persons sent abroad by his De­
partment for the purpose of perfecting
their educational training in order to
make them eligible for position un­
der the new system about to be in­

PROCEEDINGS

augurated by the Hon. Minister for
the promotion of higher education in
Newfoundland, and if so, to state
whether Mr. Butler is, during his ab­
sence, drawing his customary salary
from the Church of England Educa­
tional Grant for St. John’s in addition
to whatever other emolument he may
be receiving from the Department of
Education?

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION.
—1 beg to say that Mr. Butler did not
attend an institution abroad in the
interest of the Board of Education but
upon his own initiative. I have as­
certained from the Secretary of the
Board of Education that Mr. Butler is
not receiving any salary.

Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries tabled the Annual Report of his
Department for year 1920.

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

The Auditor General has objected to
sending out the moneys for the Road
Grants unless the vote is before the
House, and it is only this vote that I
want discussed this afternoon. The
balance of the Estimates will not be
discussed until next week so that the
Opposition will have the week end to
peruse them. Owing to the Printers’
strike there has been a delay in the
Estimates and we are not tabling
them in the artistic form we would
like. It will be noticed that there is
no mention of reduction of salaries of
Civil Servants in these Estimates. It
is the intention to bring in a specific
Bill for this purpose.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—.
It wll be noticed that the total for
roads is $125,000.00 less than last
year. The courtesy of passing that
road grant this afternoon will enable 
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the Auditor General to open up a new
account, and will furnish the proper
authority for sending this money
throughout the country.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker. I
have no desire to hamper the passing
of this vote, but it opens up our new
estimates and the expenditure for the
entire year. A great deal of concern
is abroad as to how the country’s ex­
penses are going to be met this year.
It was thought that the budget and
the estimates should be tabled to­
gether. We are in a situation now
where we have to cut our garment
according to our cloth. The Prime
Minister has stated here this after­
noon that he intends making a reduc­
tion in the salaries of Civil Servants,
but the question arises also whether
we should not make a reduction in
our road expenditures. The people
of the entire country will have to cur­
tail in the whole of their living until
we get back to normal conditions.
The Department of Public Works is
a department that spends a large sum
of money. I don’t suppose there is
a department where there is more
money wasted, and it has always been
that way. Our method of spending
road money is absolutely wasteful.
We don’t get adequate returns for
the money we spend. The Govern­
ments have always depended for a
great deal of support through the
handling of the road grants. I know
that the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries was very strong on this point.
He inaugurated a system of local road
boards so as to have the money spent
in an economical way. I believe his
intentions were serious, but I doubt
if there has been any improvement. It
is very difficult to get the people to
realize that this is just as important;
as keeping their homes and farms in
good condition at the least possible
expense. They have to pay this
money that is wasted.

I do not wish to hamper the Gov­

ernment because I know the necessity
of something being done quickly so
as to get some money in circulation
amongst the people. This is confirm­
ed by the action of the Government
this afternoon in asking for this auth­
ority for the distribution of this
money, if we can afford it let us do
it, but if we cannot afford it we should
not pay it. That is my reason for
stating that I would like to see a copy
of the Budget, in other words the
Ways and Means tabled. I would
like to see where the money is com­
ing from. It is not good enough for
the Government to come in here and
make comparisons and show the
votes of other years. Last year was
abnormal. No man in business is
thinking or planning as he did last
year. Economy must be practised in
every possible direction, and above all
we canot afford to be wasteful in our
expenditure of road moneys. I say
that by all means we should give the
road boards all the money we can
afford to give them to relieve the dis­
tress, but we should not run into it
'blindly. There is only one way that
we can meet the present emergency
and that is by the strictest economy.
The earning power of the people is
going to be cut into, and that means
a corresponding reduction in revenue.
We are not going to have any busi­
ness profits tax this year. In every
direction the revenue of this country
is going to be so curtailed that it will
only be by the most far-reaching
economy that we will be able at all
to maintain our financial independ­
ence.

I would suggest that the matter be
left over , until Monday. When we
once open the door we might go on
from one vote to another until we find
that we have bitten more than we can
chew. The condition is not so pres­
sing that time cannot be given the
members to think this matter over 
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and look over the estimates so as to
be able to discuss them intelligently.
We all know that the most important
legislation brought into the House is
the Ways and Means bill. Members
of the Government I am sure will
understand my position, and will con­
sent to have this vote stand over un­
til Monday at any rate.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I do not
think it would be decent to take the
vote in globo. It is time the Auditor
General woke up and his report for
the past twelve months does not re­
quire any consideration from us. He
has asked you to get an authority to
send out the road vote and he inti­
mates that by voting on it immediate­
ly matters would be facilitated. I
may say that the Minister of Public
Works may for the next four days or
so go on with the preliminary work
and make arrangements for when the
vote would be passed arid it will be
put through in the course of a few
days. By voting on it this evening
his step would not be? quickened.
When you take thirty or forty cents
per capita all over the Island then
it is not an important matter so far
as the Road Grant is concerned. The
whole thing does not involve more
than two hundred thousand dollars
and that amount per capita will not
relieve the distress prevailing. The
summer season is now well -with us
and the time for the repairing of the
roads is now past. So I think it is
better for the Prime Minister to rise
the Committee and give the Opposi­
tion time to consider the matter.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—I
would like to say a few words with
reference to remarks of Sir Michael
Cashin. Now for the past week the
Department has been doing every pos­
sible thing as to the preliminary steps
and in fact for the past two weeks wo
have been doing everything possible
to get the grants ready and we have
been anxiously waiting the time when 

this matter will be placed at the dis­
posal of the Department. With the
exception of the twenty per cent, in­
crease in the main grant, the vote is
the same that has been passed for
the past thirty years.

The total amount would I believe
considerably relieve the distress in
some sections of the country. I think
it is only right and proper that those
grants be put through in a hurry. I
expect that it would take three weeks
after the vote is passed to have them
sent out. For the past three weeks
the department has been receiving
from the Road Boards various reports
as to damage to bridges, etc., and it
is yet impossible to do anything and I
thought I might say these few words
before the Committee rises.
I do not think it would take long once

do not tihnk it would take long once
it is passed to get the money to the
Road Boards. In fact a telegram
could be sent saying that the money
was going. That would be suffici­
ent for all intents and purposes. I
think a few days delay would be all
right as the Opposition would, like
that amount of time to consider the
matter.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
quite agree with Mr. Bennett that
usually the notice of the Estimates is
given on say a Friday and they are
not gone through until the following
Monday. But this matter was brought
so suddenly before the House because
of the pressure brought to bear on
the-Department of Public Works with
regard to the desirability of sending
out the Road Grants, but if it is the
desire of the Opposition to have the
matter deferred I am quite satisfied.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Chair­
man, before the Committee rises I
would like to say that I entirely agree
with Mr. Bennett that it would be all
right from all points of view to let
this matter [stand over for a little
while. Like my friend Sir Michael
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Cashin, I think the delay would be
serious. The only trouble once the
vote is passed is the sending out of
a cheque in an envelope. It only
means thirty cents per capita. May
I ask the Prime Minister if he is
going to get the whole five thousand
dollars?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That amount has been arranged for
and may be got from the Bank of
Montreal to-morrow. I intend to give
notice this afternoon of the introduc­
tion of a Bill on to-morrow and Ways
and Means on Thursday.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I do not
agree with the Minister of Public
Works because I do not think the de­
lay with reference to this vote will
be any way serious and it would facil-

' itate the Opposition considerably if it
was let stand over for a little while.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—May I ask the
Prime Minister, if this five hundred
thousand is a temporary loan from
the B.ank of Montreal and is it going
to be distributed among the different
Road Boards and what programme is
going to be arranged?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
It will be divided among the different
districts per capita and the Depart­
ments of the Marine and Fisheries
and Public Works will confer.the re­
spective representatives of each as
to the handling of the money.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I hope it will
not be sent out in the same manner
as it was last year. It was sent out
to the heelers of our opponents and
the principal instructions were given
by the Prime Minister. Now if that
is the policy of the distributon it is
just as well to cancel it' right away.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That custom Sir Michael is evenly.
balanced.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the

matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
acain on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

On motion the debate on the Ad­
dress to His Excellency the Governor,
was nostnoned until to-morrow.

Pursuant, to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries. the House resolved itself into
a Committee of the Whole to consid­
er the Bill entitled "An Act to Re­
peal 10-11 Geo. V, Cap. 25, entitled
‘An Act to Regulate the Exportation
of Salt Codfish’.”

Mr. Sneaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—East even­

ing you will remember. I was on this
matter re the President Coaker. Now
I would like to ask the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries how this dis­
crepancy between the amounts as

the individual cheques indicate and the
amounts of them according to the of­
ficial report. The cheque given to
Sellars is for $82,675 and according to
the official report it should be $82,-
575.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—There is a mistake of
one hundred dollars.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—The in­
surance was not made up accurately
and the one hundred dollars arose
with reference to that calculation.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Now is that
the way the matter is being run. May
I ask again the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, if his accounts have
been audited by the Auditor General.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I understand he has
gone through the accounts and he
found the mistake. And the $100 has
been returned to the Department. It 
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was deducted from the next payment
for freight.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—May I ask
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
if he will table the cheque of the last
one paid for freight and also a state­
ment showing the deduction of the
one hundred dollars.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I will bring it up.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—There is
$6,225 charged in the official state­
ment for insurance. Who did that in­
surance?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Some by Dale and some
by Barr so far as I know. The Union
Trading Company did the insurance.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Now that is
worse. Could not the stub of the
certificates issued by Dale be pro­
duced in the House?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I expect I could get
them.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I would like
them to be placed on the table of the
House. You will remember you tabled
a statement showing that the cargo
of the President Coaker was sold to
J. Sellars. We asked for information
claiming that it was not Sellar’s car­
go and he had nothing to do with it
but we received none. Yesterday you
tabled two cheques which are signed
by your department in favor of J.
Sellars but Sellars denies having seen
them and it appears that there was
only a mere exchange of cheques and
the Prime Minister With a flourish of
trumpets produced these two cheques
and if the Prime Minister has known
me as well as he does to-day he would
not have tried this trick on me. He
does not know why I know so much
about the case and if he did he would
certainly think it would be danger­
ous for him to interfere. Now there
is no more conclusive proof that the
President Coaker’s cargo is not own­

ed by Sellars than these facts exhibit­
ed this evening. Sellars had nothing
to with the insurance. Yes it is be­
ginning do you not think, that he
had nothing to do with it whatever.
Now that is the reason that the other
day when the previous motion was
before the Chair that I appealed to
you through our friendship that you
have an enquiry and bring the matter
to the public eye. Now I am satis­
fied that something more serious is
going to become of this matter and I
say this because I know what I am
saying is correct. It is more correct
to-day than ever. I believe that you
in your soul will admit that Sellars
bad no more to do with the cargo of
the President Coaker than the mere
exchange of cheques. I think if
these cheques had been produced here
before the whole matter would have
been cleared up much quicker. And
you say the Bill of Lading was in the
name of the Government. I would
like to ask you again if there is any
possibility of tracing that Bill of Lad­
ing? The other day when I asked you
for it you said the cargo had been
bought by Sellars. Now if these
cheques had been produced and the
matter had been cleared up so that
you would be placed in a position of
righteousness it would have been
gratifying to all concerned but to-day
I think I am right and you are wrong.
I asserted yesterday when the Prime
Minister produced these two cheques
to the House with his chest stuck out
and a smile on his face that I was not
satisfied with the information and
there was a cheque held by someone
else and now I am determined that
this matter will be ventilated and
brought to the public mind. The Lit­
tle Princess whs loaded alongside the
Jean Wakely but there is nothing
showing the discrepancy arising with
reference to this cargo. There is some
reason as to this. The same fish from 
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the same fishermen was put into both
of these vesels. Why was the Presi­
dent Coaker allowed to take fish from
the stores of the F. P. U.7 I think
everyone should have been treated
along the same lines. The Minister
of Marine and Fisheries has now tried
to place the blame on Sellars and this
motion before the Chair is one which
gives us the opportunity to have this
matter cleared up and if it is their
intention to vote it down I say I can­
not understand it and I cannot un­
derstand why you are not satisfied to
have the atmosphere cleared. I do
not understand about the prices paid
for the Jean Wakely’s cargo. Some
of it fetched nine dollars per quintal
and some eight dollars. The same ap­
plies to fish of the President Coaker.
The Minister has to explain this. I
asked you yesterday for a copy of the
people who sold the fish and the am­
ount which had been taken from the
Union Stores. X endeavoured to trace
this information to-day but failed so
will you kindly let me have it. In
this cheque business and this insur­
ance business there is something
which you do not want the public to
see. So that is the reason why the
Government Is going to vote it down.
I am rather astounded that the Prime
Minister should be away at the pre­
sent moment, but I can understand it
if 600 hungry men are outside the
building. I hope it will not be the
same during the discussion of the mat­
ter of the “President Coaker.” The
two leaders of the House are lost. The
real leader of the House is lost.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—Per­
haps you would like to take his place.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Would you
like to have me in his place; I know
you lay your confidence in me more
than in any other man in the country.
I would wish to have a word to say
now of these cheques in connection
with the “President Coaker.” We
have three now, dated Nov. 10th, Nov|

27th and Dec. 6th, and we intend to
produce the fourth. These will tell
the tale. This is a serious matter but
as I thought the enquiries would be
over before this and they did not take
place, I will tell you of it now. You
Mr. Speaker, should get the members
to take notice. On Nov. 26th, under
the Marine and Fisheries account, the
Bank of Nova Scotia paid Mr. Jos.
Sellars $82,675. That was passed by
an employee of the Marine and Fish­
eries Department to Mr. Joseph Sel­
lars on the afternoon of Nov. 26th, or
the morning of the 27th, and when
that cheque was passed to him, this
other dated Nov. 27th for $82,675 and
signed by Mr. Sellars was paid back
to the Union Trading Co. The two
cheques were exactly alike. One was
given by the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the others was handed
back by Mr. Sellars and yet I am
told there is nothing wrong. You
can’t get away from it. I offer to bet
that if the Prime Minister held this
cheque yesterday the same as I do,
he would never have read it out. This
is a sorrowful moment for him. The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries has
backed up the case. As I said before,
this is conclusive evidence. Mr. Sel­
lars only swapped his cheque with
you, sir. I do not like the idea, sir,
of standing here and bringing atten­
tion to such questions as you brought
up a year ago when you tried to take
every spark of character from me.
You realize now, sir, that you are up
against an even more serious charge
than you preferred against me. I
tell you here and now, sir, that if this
enquiry does not take place, if the
skeleton is not taken out of the cup­
board and the cards laid on the table,
something is certainly going to hap­
pen. This matter will be taken, if
necessary outside the House, and it)
will be taken up whether the Govern­
ment wants it or not. You neirfer 
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dreamt when in the early stages ot
your career you wrote to the Governor
about me that you would become an
even greater sinner. But history re­
peats itself—especially when the
Bank of Montreal or the Bank ot
Nova Scotia keeps the records. The
facts are here, sir, right in these
cheques May I ask the Hon. Minis­
ter of Marine if it is the intention of
the Government to vote on this mo­
tion. 1 am prepared to stop now and
give you a chance, because there is a
great deal more to come out of this
case than any of you may imagine.
Here is a cargo of fish insured by the
Government with freight and all total­
ling $95,000 and when Fonseca in
Italy gets his touch cut out of it, not
even this cheque here will be left
for us. When I asked the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine yesterday where the
money had gone he could not tell us.
Why does he not tell us where it has
gone? Has it gone to Fonseca.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It is in the hands of
the Trade Commissioner.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—After Mr.
Bernard leaves who is going to look
after it. Here is $95,000 dangling
about, being tossed about like dice,
and nobody to look after it.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It’s no use to tell you
differently.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You won't
tell us anyhow but I am rather inclin­
ed to think you will be left there. I
tell you now your cargo of fish will
not be sold for the next 12 months.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Some of it is sold now.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—At what
price, may I ask sir.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—We are getting a very
good price for it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Now isn’t
that something terrible, gentlemen.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND

FISHERIES.—I said to sell it at 45/—.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—What do you

anticipate the loss is going to be to
the Colony. You think there is only
10/— a. qtl. lost on it. That will show
a loss of 3.500 pounds but I say there
will be a loss of 7,000 pounds or more
on the “President Coaker’s” cargo,
because of the bungling in handling it.
That is what it has cost the Colony.
I will go further and say that the
“Jean Wakely" and the “Little Prin­
cess" cargoes turned out differently,
as they were handled by men of busi­
ness ability, but this one, the “Pre­
sident Coaker" was not. I charged
before that $19,000 freight was paid.
The Hon. Minister of Marine tells us
that the other half was paid and I
ask him now, when was the balance
paid.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Some time in March.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Would that
cheque be available, sir.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It might be at Port
Union.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You mean to
say it might be issued at Port Union
and held there.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It may be in the Fish­
eries Department.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—The cheques
themselves are not half as important
as the date you paid them. Now I ask
you fairly why you will not have the
investigation. 3

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I would like to have
it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Good for you.
You are the man behind the gun and
if you tell the Prime Minister that
you court it you will have it. If the
Prime Minister refuses, I believe the
little Attorney General will agree but
I do not want to put him in the awk­
ward position of asking him. If you 
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do not want to put it now as a vote of
want of confidence in the Government
we are perfectly agreeable. Come over
on this side of the House and vote
and then you will see the Hon. Mr.
Warren coming with you and the
Hon. Dr. Barnes coming next. We
can fix it now if you want it. This
must be cleared up. I understand we
are not going to stop at this as if the
motion is not caried through and we
get something to tell the people who
are clamoring for the truth, some who
are not members at all will tell us to
go to the country and have it investi­
gated fully. I am tired of pleading
with you, sir, to have this enquiry in
justice to yourself; a clergyman could
not have been treated more gently,
sir, than you have been. Have this
Commission appointed and the en­
quiry held before this House for your
own sake and the sake of those who
are supporting you here. Get up and
say we will have no more of this
“President Coaker" affair, and as you
say it. whisper to Hon. Mr. Halfyard
to vote with you when the motion
comes up and I will draw off. We
will then have the atmosphere clear
in a few days. These cheques, how­
ever, will be needed and I will take
care of them for a few days. When
Mr. Sellars makes such a statement
as he has, something must happen as
the public will take it up clear of this
House. I have nothing further now
to say on this matter except that
when the vote comes on, you be on
this side of the House. You can’t do
anything else, sir, in justice to your­
self and the country than come over
on this side and vote with me.

MR. MACDONNELL—I would like,
Mr. Speaker, to say a word or two on
this matter. The situation which con­
fronts the House at the present time
justifies the position which we took
last year when we questioned the pro­
priety of Hon. Mr. Coaker, holding
two positions at the same time; the 

danger of a Minister of the Crown act
ing in a dual capacity. We were as­
sured, however, that our fears on this
score were groundless; that he was
too big not to faithfully discharge his
public duties and that there was no
collusion between him and the Prime
Minister. Some were slow to believe
the charges against him. I was of the
same impression till yesterday; I was
a disbeliever too, and was not slow to
express my views in that regard and
the hope that he could give an expla­
nation that would clear the whole mat
ter up. But now I am no longer in
doubt—we have ample proof that when
the Hon. Minister carried out this
transaction he knew that he was do­
ing wrong. There is no need of bring­
ing in a third party in order to cam­
ouflage it—he knew clearly that when
President Coaker of the Union Trad­
ing Co. approached the Hon. Minister
of Marine and Fisheries he was look­
ing to someone that would help hint
without demur. I make the definite
charge here that he did wrong and
that he knew it when he made that
sale of fish. That is admitted and every
members has now to judge how that
transaction has affected the Ministei
personally and the House collective
ly. I have no doubt but the members
of the Executive were accessories to
the fact and that it was done with
their connivance though the others
might not know, and I am convinced
that those on this side of the House
were not aware of the details till yes­
terday. But there is where the simil­
arity in the position of members ends.
It is still possible, however, by any
man voting down this motion to identi
fy himself with this infamous trans­
action and by so doing he takes as
much of the blame as the Minister 01
Marine who was responsible for the
first action. That is the first view to
be taken of this question. I am pre­
pared to hear anything in the way 01
explanation and to see the reflections 
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cast on those involved cleared up; but
this is not a question of bringing up
whether Mr. Sellars is right or wrong,
but of what we are going to do now,
that we know that this wrong has been
committee^ Is the name of the Min­
ister of Marine sufficiently strong in
the government to buy him a clear
title. I have no desire to say harsh
things of a man who is down. I have
great respect for the old motto “Ne
mortuis nil nisi bonum” but I often
substitute the word “bunkum" for bo­
num. I can see now that Hon. Mir.
Coaker is politically dead. If you be­
lieve in his innocence then stand by
him all the time. But are we to be­
lieve that you knew of this infamous
transaction before we did. If so, you
are party to the absolute deception of
those who are trying to explain the
question away. This was the shadiest
transaction ever carried out by a mem
her of this House and anyone that
votes down this motion becomes iden­
tified with it. Everyone doing so
writes himself down as party to the de
ception and does so with his eyes op­
en. You gentlemen on the other side
must remember that there are tradl
tions attached to this House and that
during the last few years such amend­
ments have been made to the Place­
man’s Act that those traditions have
gradually ceased to stand out with
fhe same clearness and distinction as
heretofore.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled

“An Act to amend the Profiteering
Act 1920.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com-

mitee.
MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker: I

should like to make a few observa­
tions before this Act passes. I think
that some commentary should be made
with respect to the administration of
affairs in relation to the Food Control
Board, that have been in existence
during the past twelve or fifteen
months. It is not my purpose to re­
fer to that section of their duties
which relates to the handling of su­
gar, because that matter is now be­
fore a Select Committee of this House
and is being dealt with in such a man
ner, and I hope that the finding of
that Committee will be such, that the
utmost information will be given to
the House and to the country at large
as to the operations of that Board
during its tenure of office. It is quite
proper that there should be a Boara,
as contemplated under this Act. It is
desirable in every possible way that
we should have a Board, properly con
stituted by proper individuals. The
desirability of having a Board was
very evident during the past two years
to prevent the extraordinary amount
of profiteering that has taken place
in the country, and it looks to me
like locking the stable doOr when the
Jiorse is gone by coming in to-day to
introduce a bill to amend the Act in
relation to profiteering. Unfortunate­
ly, in this country when a Bill of this
kind is put into operation there is
very little attention paid to the fitness
or ability of those who are to consti­
tutes the Board and who are to carry
out the special duties that they are
called upon to perform, and it would
be absolutely futile for us to pass this
Bill if the government do not intend
to put into operation machinery to pre
vent a repetition of extortion, which
has brought about the hardships that
the working classes of- this country 
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have been called upon to bear, and to
prevent the further excess profits on
the part of those dealing in commer­
cial commodities. To-day the prices
of foodstuffs are on the down grade,
for which we are all thankful. We
hear of big reductions In prices that
existed in the foreign markets. We
hear of butter having been reduced
from 15c. to 20c. a pound in the Ca­
nadian markets and in conformity
with that we find in our own city a
reduction in butter of two or three
cents a pound. I consider that when
the price of goods, especially of food­
stuffs, is reduced in the foreign mar­
kets, they should be reduced pro ra­
tio in this market. I contend that it
is a one-sided bargain that business
men have with the consumers, because
if the price of flour advances in the
foreign market to-day one or two dol­
lars a barrel immediately the price
goes up in the local market according
ly; but if the price in the foreign mar­
ket drops one or two dollars we get a
reduction of twenty-five or perhaps
fifty cents. Now I say what applies in
the one case should apply in the other
We are paying higher prices to-day
for foodstuffs than the people are
paying in any other country in the
whole British Empire. Canada, the
great producing country of North Am­
erica, is re-establishing herself in
the commerce of the world and is get­
ting back to pre-war conditions and is
coming down in the prices of her pro­
ducts. I will ask any sane man to­
night to compare the prices of food
stuffs, with the exception of one or
two articles, and he will see that we
are paying from fifty to one hundred
per cent, more for them here than
what is paid for them in Canada, ex­
clusive of freight charges, etc. The
answer we get from business men in
this country is that indeed they must
first get clear of the foodstuffs that
they bought at the high prices before
we get the advantage of the reduc­
tions; but when the boot was on the 

other foot and they had stocks here
that they bought at the cheep prices
they held them until they sold them al
greatly increased prices and made
handsome profits. Consequently
these people should be forced by some
machinery of the government to give
advantages to the consumers when
prices are reduced. There is a neces­
sity for some intelligent and efficient
operative to regulate the prices of
foodstuffs in this country, but if tho
government is not sincere in this mat­
ter and unless it does not intend tc
grapple with the problem in an intel­
ligent and business-like way, it is just
as well to throw the Bill to the wind.
At present the Act respecting profit­
eering is not as effective as the Lot­
teries Bill, which we amended in this
House the other day. We heard no­
thing at all about the activities of the
Control Board, except as regards su-
$ar and the history of that will be
tabled in this House when the Commit
tee appointed to investigate their tran
sactions finalize their work. But
there are other commodities that we
have heard nothing about. 1 know
that in Halifax to-day fresh beef is
sold for 13 and 14 cents a pound while
in St. John’s we are paying 45 and 50
cents for it. Now there is something
radically wrong about such a condition
as this, because the difference between
here and Halifax is only one or two
cents a pound duty, and we are paying
300 per cent, more than we should be
paying for this very necessary article
of food. Therefore, I desire to impress
upon the government that a Board
should be appointed to make rules and
regulations to go into effective oper­
ation to enable persons appointed on
the Board to go to business houses
and compare the prices of goods and
compel the proprietors to sell at a
reasonable profit so that those people
who to-day are devoid of money and
looking for work can make what they
do earn go to the utmost extent. Thit
is a very important matter and de­
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serves the attention of all thinking
men. Men should be appointed on
that Board to go around like Police
Inspectors. They should be on the job
every day to protect the people until
such time as we get back to a reason­
able position and normal prices once
more.

I, therefore, make those observa­
tions with the very best intentions, be­
cause I think that it js our first duty
to protect the people and see that they
get a square deal.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
.The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

A committee representing the unem­
ployed appeared at the Bar of the
House and presented a petition on the
subject of unemployment:

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr
Chairman: I am glad my friends
brought this matter up, although out
of order, so that I can read to ths
House the correspondence which has
taken place this afternoon. After com
ing into the House this afternoon I
was handed this letter by an official
of the City Council: (Reads letter)

My reply to that letter is as fol­
lows: (Reads letter.)

In other words here is a road in St.
John’s that needs repairs and the
Municipal Council are asking the el­
ectoral district of St. John's West to
repair it, a road for which everybody
who lives in St. John’s, is paying tax­
es. This road was built by the Muni­
cipality twenty years ago at great ex­
pense and has been maintained ever
since. With respect to the overture
asking to provide $15,000 out of the
road grant of the electoral district of
St. John’s West for the purpose of re­
pairing their own roads, I think that 

this is a piece of impudence on the
part of the Council; for it would be
just as reasonable to repair Carter’s
Hill out of the district road money of
St. John’s West or to ask Mr. Higgins
to repair the roads in his district out
of the government road grant. The
arrangements in relation to the loan
of $150,000 are completed. Mr. Mul-
laly, Deputy Mayor, and I came here
a few evenings ago and while one
newspaper said I was afraid to stand
fire. I drafted for him the necessary
resolution for the Council to pass.
They passed it and the matter came
before the Executive Council. The
resolution was confirmed and the ne­
cessary warrant was issued arranging
for the St. John’s Municipal Council to
have to their credit in the Bank $150,-
000 which Ioan I am introducing a
Bill to cover. The Council have al!
the funds they need to go ahead with.
There is no question as to whether
they got the $150,000. They got it on
the understanding that they would
take up immediately the matter of
placing the men at present out of
work. What has happened Is that the
City Commissioners have fallen down
on their jobs. If they have no work
to go ahead with they do not need the
$150,000. So far as this other offer
was concerned, if the Council were
prepared to appropriate out of their
loan of $150,000 five or ten thousand
dollars for repairs and re-construction
which means the putting up of a fine
concrete embankment, I was prepared
as senior representative of St. John’s
West to arrange with the surveyors of
the Department of Agriculture and
Mines and to get the government en­
gineer, if the City Engineer was too
busy, to have this work immediately
undertaken under efficient manage­
ment, hut that the work would be car
ried on entirely at the expense of the
Municipal Council.

The actual position is that the St.
John’s Municipal Council is not go­
ing to get a five dollar bill out of gov 
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ernment road money. I am speaking
as the senior representative for the el
ectoral district of St. John’s West. If
the Council will give us fifteen or
twenty-five thousand dollars out of
the money that we are providing for
them we are prepared to put through
the work on their behalf, but the mo­
ney has got to come out of the $150,
000. Apparently, what the Council
wants is to get the $150,000 and throw
over the work on the government and
at government expense besides.

MR. VINNICOMBE—Mr. Chairman.
As one of the City Commissioners, I
think this is out of order. 1 heard the
Prime Minister say that they fell down
on their job. Well my opinion is that
he fell down on his job, because last
winter the Municipal Council saw de­
pression ahead and they asked the
government to give them a loan of
eighty or one hundred thousand dol­
lars for the purpose of laying pipes
through the city of St. John’s. When
we asked the Bank for a loan they
refused. That was in February. In
March we asked you if some arrange­
ments could be made whereby the
Bank could be paid.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
The negotiations were with your May­
or, Mr. Gosling. Go ask him about it.

MR. VINICOMBE—got no reply.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—

Your Mayor got a reply.
MR. VINICOMBE—You said the

Council fell down on their job.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Yes

and I repeat it.
MR. VINICOMBE—When the people

in St. John’s West were hungry you
did not see far enough ahead; but we
did, and the work that you threw over
on the Municipal Council to do you
should be doing to-day. Have not the
Municipal Council dealt fairly with
you? Did you not come to us and ask
us to give out employment by opening
up a field on the back of the city? We
did so. Instead of going ahead and
building the Long Bridge you said 

that you wanted to spread out the mo­
ney and the work. You knew the
work on that Bridge was to be done,
and if you had gone on with it then
there would be no men idle to-day.
The people of St, John’s to-day are not
getting the benefit of the labour, and
there are men employed who are not
able to give a day’s returns in work,
through starvation and through no
/ault of their own. Does the Prime
Minister think that we were going to
be dictated to by him as to how we
should spend our money or does he
mean to suggest that we should spend
it in keeping up Mr. Charlie Ayre’s
wall around his home. We wanted to
see value for the money. We are do­
ing as much as we can out of the $50,-
000 that we got. We have to go thru
property where we have to give 30
days notice. I was abused by those
men at the Bar of the House at a spe­
cial meeting of the Council this even­
ing. They said they had a letter from
you and that everything was arranged.
The Secretary of the Council said we
have not got the $150,000 yet. He said
it may be in the Bank, but we have no
notification of it. I said wire to the
Bank, as those men are blaming us.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—If
you are not prepared to go and spend
the $150,000 we are not prepared to
give it to you.

MR. VINICOMBE—You do not im­
agine we are going to throw out the’
money for charity. We would be poor
representatives if we did that. I was
going to say that I asked the Deputy
Mayor to telephone the Bank and he
refused. The workmen’s committee
then went to find out for themselves
and the message they got was that the
Bank was still waiting for the Minute
of Council from you.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Have you not got $30,000 left out of
the $50,000 to go ahead with.

MR. VINICOMBE—$150,000 was the
amount you stated. I always proved
a friend to the working man and 1 am 
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not going to try and fool him now.
With regard to what you wanted done
with the $30,000, I will resign from
the Council before I will squander mo
ney like that. You are not going to
dictate to me to build a road where no
one lives. The Municipal Council
have not fallen down on their job, but
you have.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER^-Mr.
Chairman: We have been told by the
member for St. John’s East, Mr. Vini-
combe, that to expend money for the
repairs of the South Side Road would
be squandering money and that he for
one would resign before doing so. I
also understand from him that the
loan the Council asked for last winter
was eighty thousand and not $150,000
My honourable friend was present
when the proposition was made, and
that instead of $80,000 it should be
made $150,000 to provide for extras
and to enable the Council to give a
large amount of labour at the present
time. The mathematics of my Hon.
friend are a bit slack. $150,000 plus
$50,000 makes $200,000 and when you
pay back $50,000 you still have $150,-
000 left. If you do not want that $150,
000 and if $100,000 is all you want, no­
thing will give me greater pleasure
than to reduce your loan, and I will
deal with the other $50,000.

MR. VINICOMBE—What about the
fifty in which we took you out of a
hole to spread the work.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
The whole trouble is that the City
Council have not alone fallen down on
their jobs, but are incompetent and
Incapable as well. I am able to evolve
a scheme in twenty-four hours to help
out the unemployed better than the
City Commissioners could get in two
years. If the Council do not want the
$150,000 I propose to get a better or­
ganized equipment to do the same
work for $50,000, that the Council
tried to do for $150,000. The unfortu­
nate part of it is that I thought that
my friend opposite and his associated 

were competent, otherwise I would not
have had to face a bunch of men who
took a fortnight to get 500 men to
work. This whole discussion Is en­
tirely out of order. The fact Is that
the Municipal Council wants to get the
government to spend the road money
for the electoral district of St. John’s
West. I will be glad to confer with
my colleagues in connection with this
matter, but personally I am opposed
to an appropriation of this kind, be­
cause the matter is one for the Coun­
cil to assume entire responsibility for.

MR. BENNETT.—I crave the indulg­
ence of the House for a few moments
while I draw the Prime Minister's at­
tention to certain facts in relation to
statements that he has made this af­
ternoon. I happened to know some­
thing about that South Side Road, al­
though being the junior member foi­
st. John’s West. I know more about
the South Side Road and about the
district of St. John’s West than the
Prime Minister and his crowd will
ever know. The history of that road
is that when the railway was brought
into St. John's West the South Side
road was diverted and brought on
the back of the house occupied by Mr.
Nicholas Cousens through a marsh.
That was the original South Side Road
West. The Government improperly
built the road, because to secure it
they only put a load of starigans on
it. I was not in the Government or
did not represent the district of St.
John’s West at that time, but those
conditions have been an eyesore to
me ever since I have been in the dis­
trict. The road is unsuitable, especi­
ally for vehicular traffic, and is used
entirely as a road of pleasure. But
the position is this that the Municipal
Council do not get a dollar of taxation
from that section of the town. They
never had sufficient money to meet an
emergency in a matter of that kind.
The Prime Minister is not sincere in
the statement that he (the Prime Min­
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ister) was not going to be a party to
tbe appropriation ot any Government
funds for the benefit of the City Coun­
cil. I am in this fortunate position
that I asked the Minister of Public
Works the following question a couple
of days ago: (Reads question). I am
also in the happy position to produce
the evidence showing what each man
got. Here are the pay sheets I got
from the Minister of Public Works in
relation to that very small section of
the South Side East extending from
the Gorton Pew Co.’s premises to
Fort Amherst. There is not a poor
man in that section of the town.
(Reads from returns what each man
got.) The total amount is $350.00 that
was spent a week ago and spent by
the Department of Public Works and
charged up to the electoral district of
St. John’s West. Where is the con­
sistency on the part of the Prime
Minister to get up and make a state­
ment that he was not going to be a
party to spending Government money
on the South Side Road West and he
was a party to spending it on the
South Side Road East. And everyone
of the men who was employed was a
staunch supporter of the Prime Min­
ister. When I represented that dis­
trict in the Government I say, with­
out fear of successful contradiction,
that I never made any such distinc­
tion, nor did I ever influence the
Road Inspector in regard to any man’s
political affiliations. It made no dif­
ference to me what a man’s opinion
was in politics. He was entitled to it
and entitled to his share of the pub­
lic moneys that were spent in his lo­
cality. Whenever any work was done
down there before in my time in the
Government men were employed
whether they supported Bennett or
not. But it seems that times have
changed, things have altered and ways
are different, and that any man who
supported Bennett at the last election,
between Gunner’s Cove and Fort Am­

herst, cannot get work, even if starv­
ing. It appears that if you did not
vote tor Squires you cannot get any
work from the Department of Public
Works.

The only thing I think I can do in
this emergency is to advocate what
was so aptly put by Mrs. Julia Salter
Earle. This is no time for red tape.
Put the men to work no matter who
spends the money, whether the Muni­
cipal Council or the Government. Ap­
point a Committee of this House, it
you will, to arrange for the employ­
ment of these people and satisfy
them. Do not let us have a repetition
of the story told by Mrs. Earle this
afternoon. You may talk about the
sincerity of the Government and talk
about the sincerity of the Municipal
Council. I do not care and it is a
matter of indifference to me whether
the Council or the Government ex­
ists. If we are men at all let us do
something to relieve the situation. I
am tired of pleading for it. I tried to
make the Government realise the
seriousness of the situation; and then
we find the spectacle about the send­
ing up of $50,000. Nero fiddled while
Rome burned; and Squires is fid­
dling while teh people in St. John's
West are starving.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Chairman,
I want to add a word or two to this
debate. As has been properly said
by Mr. Bennett, the Government is
fiddling while the people in St. John’s
West are starving. It is a pitiable
sight to see the Prime Minister trying
to explain with a multitude of figures
what happened between the Municip-
Council and the Government of the
day. I now state here to this House
of Assembly that not alone are the
people of St. John’s starving, but that
the people all over the country are on
the verge of starvation. We are now­
here over six weeks and almost every
day listening to appeals coming In
from various parts of the country for 
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relief. Up to now the Government
have not started. Now if we do not
move in the name of our common in-
terests and our common country, why
not appeal to outsiders to come in
and feed the hungry. There are 1,000
men outside the Bar of the House and
5,000 children home starving and the
Prime Minister is here trying to ex-
plain a difference of $15,000 existing
between the Government and the
Council. Even if there is no work for
the men to do give them the money
anyhow. I promise you men to­
night that if you are not satisfactorily
relieved by Tuesday next come to this
House and by the good God that made
me I will see that you will be reliev­
ed. Take that message home with
you to-night. I am not here for any­
thing else but to see fair play and
right. It you are the men that we
think you are and which I know you
are, and if you are in need, as repre­
sented here this evening, then do not
go one day further than Tuesday next.
1 do not care whether the next house
that I live in is Government House
or the penitentiary. Take this as my
message; if you are still starving by
Tuesday next, without the Govern­
ment moving, come here. It is up to
the Government to get busy. Their
stomachs ar full; but the people
who are waiting for relief have emp­
ty stomachs. The day of retribution
has arrived and now the Government
has either got to get down to work or
get out.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman,
might I suggest to the Prime Minis­
ter that the Government discuss this
matter fully to-morrow morning, and
I want to assure him, on behalf of
my two colleagues, Mr. Vinnicombe
and Mr. Eox, that any form of action
that the Government adopts we will
support, we care not what it is so
long as it will enable those people
outride to go to work and relieve their
families.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I promised to meet the Committee at
the Municipal Council to-morrow at
11 a.m.

MR. VINNICOMBE.—Why not in­
clude the representatives of St. John’s
East and West?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-.
I will confer with the Deputy Mayor
and the members for St. John’s East
and West to-morrow morning. I hope
my hon. friend is aware that the Sur­
veyors of the Crown Lands Office and
the West End Road Inspector were
inspecting that road at 2 o'clock this
afternoon.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Chair­
man, this thing has reached a more
acute stage than I imagined a little
while ago, and if the story told by
Mrs. Earle is true matters are very
serious indeed. May I suggest to the
Leader of the Government to meet
the Opposition to-morrow morning
and try and.devise some plan to save
the situation. I have no party poli­
tics in this matter and I am sorry
that the Prime Minister said that
party politics were being used.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
May I ask Sir John Crosbie to con­
sider the suggestion I made a few
moments ago, namely, that the repre­
sentatives of St. John’s East and
West meet the Deputy Mayor.

MR. FOX.—To-morrow is Saturday
and the Banks will close at noon, your
meeting will be at eleven o’clock, so
that I do not think you will have
time. Why not meet at eight o’clock
to-night. Do- not waste a single mo­
ment longer than is necessary. To­
morrow may not suit, as described
here this afternoon. Every moment is
valuable and why waste any more
time discussing the matter. I make
the suggestion now that the Com­
mittee that the Prime Minister has in
mind meet here at S o’clock to-night
so that some scheme can be formu­
lated by to-morrow.
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Committee can meet after the
House rises.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—There seems
to be a diversity of opinion regarding
this $150,000. I take it that although
your Minute of Council is gone to the
Bank the money is not there for the
Council.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
This is not a question of money. Out
of the $50,000 that I left them the
Council have a credit balance of $30,-
000. They intended to send $15,000 of
that to the Board of Works depart­
ment. but no amount has reached there
yet from the Council.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—What I am
anxious to know about is this. Sup­
posing that the Council do not want
to spend that money, I don’t think you
can force them to do it. I presume
we can allocate certain moneys for
relief work.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
We have $500,000, as arranged yester­
day.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—If the Min­
ute of Council will give you that at
the Bank of Montreal, I think we
should make up our minds within the
next twenty-four hours so that the un­
employed can go to work Monday
morning.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I think that the suggestion of Mr. Fox
to meet after the House rises is the
most commendable one.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I do not
want to see a repetition of this thing
in this House so I would ask you men
to retire to your homes. I am anxi­
ous to see you to work, but I want to
see it done In a right and proper way.
If satisfactory arrangements are made
by to-morrow, you will be able to go
to work on Monday morning. You
have the word of Sir Michael Cashin,
who told you. that if everything is not
satisfactory for you by Tuesday next
that he will stand by you. Well I 

take the same position as he does,
though I hope it will not be necessary
to have you gentlemen before the Bar
of the House again. I trust that a
way out of the difficulty will be seen
to-night, so I would ask you gentle­
men, who comprise the deputation of
workmen, to advise your brothers out­
side to go to their homes and not
cause any trouble.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow move
the House into a Committee of thq
Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions respecting a Loan for Require­
ments of the Colony and certain ob­
ligations of the St. John’s Municipal
Council.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on Thursday next
the 19th inst., move the House into
Committee of the Whole on Ways and
Means.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, May 16th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Speaker: »
desire to say a few words as to the
present condition of affairs in this
country. We are in a position to-day
that we were never in before in the
history of Newfoundland. There is
nobody supplying on Water Street
while the fishermen from the North
did not get a chance to come here yet,
and from reports to hand they are in
as bad a predicament North as the
people are in the South and West.
Well if that is so, and it is so, there is
but one thing left for us to do and
that is to face it. But how are we go­
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ing to do it? I would suggest, that we
meet the Board of Trade, which is
comprised principally of the merch­
ants of Water Street and the higgest
planters around the Island ,and see it
they can see their way clear to bring
about a solution of the difficulty. We
got to get down to business. It is no
use of winking at it. We have been
winking at it long enough. We are
now nearing the first of June and fish­
ermen of the Westward should be fish­
ing. Fish have struck in to the West­
ward and some boats have arrived
home from the grounds with good
catches. There are thousands of peo­
ple in this Island to-night actually
starving and what are we going to do
about it. I have letters from people
who have gone to bed without'their
supper and each of those people with
seven and eight children. These peo­
ple were good independent fishermen
in the past and always had full and
plenty, but they are not now among
the few who are in want, but they are
among the hundreds and the thous­
ands. Take Ferryland district where
the fishermen were supplied last vear
by Goodridge and Sons, the French
firm at Cape Broyle and by Bowring
Brothers. The whole thing is closed
down now to the people there and
there has been nothing moving for the
past six months. We all know what
happened to the firm of Goodridge’s,
whose going out of business has been
a big loss to the fishermen of the Sou­
thern Shore. Similar happenings have
taken place in the district of Placen­
tia and St. Mary’s. Take the Marys-
town Trading Company. They are so
embarrassed financially that they can
not give any supplies either. On be­
half of the Opposition, who are pre­
pared to do all that is possible for
them to do, I suggest that a move he
made by the government to ask the
Board of Trade to meet them and hear
the views of the planters and merch­
ants on the matter; and even while
that is going on people are starving 

to death. The government have a stea
mer or two available at present. There
is no reason why a steamer could not
take a thousand barrels of flour along
with other provisions and make a tour
of the South and West Coasts, find out
where destitution prevails and give re­
lief as the steamer goes by. As far as
potatoes is concerned the majority of
the people have no seeds in the ground
yet. People have lived on potatoes
and fish and potatoes and herring in
the past, but if the potato crop is ne­
glected and there is a bad fishery this
year and if prices are anything like
what they are at present, where are
we in the Fall of the year. It is just
as well for us to look at this thing
square in the face. Other districts are
in the same position as Ferryland dis­
trict and I think we should move and
do something and move very quickly.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker. I am sure the government
appreciates the suggestion of the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition in connec­
tion with the distress that exists in
various sections of the country. If
the leader of the Opposition will now
name two or three other Opposition
members, representing Opposition
constituencies, to act in conjunction
with himself, I shall be glad to ar­
range a meeting ,of a Committee of
Council to discuss the matter. The
two or three Opposition members are
to be nominated by Sir Michael Cash­
in himself to take the matter up with
the Executive administration so that
an opportunity will be afforded of
thrashing it out fully with a view to
formulating some satisfactory scheme
for the relieving of this distress. In so
far as reports have come to the gov­
ernment from various sections of the
country they, have been met—I think
the leader of the Opposition will
agree—liberally, and with reasonable
despatch and efficiency. Respecting
the district of Placentia, as soon as
the matter was brought before the
government by the members for the 
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district, the response was one of lib­
erality and promptitude, and Mr. Dee
was instructed, as suggested by Sir
Michael Cashin, not merely to take
with him supplies for any particular
place but he was instructed by tele­
graph by myself to call at the various
places and report by telegraph from
time to time as to the needs of any
particular locality specifically, as, I
am informed, the situation in the out-
ports is growing more aggravating ev­
ery day.

I am sure the government will be
very happy indeed to confer on this
matter with the Hon. leader of the
Opposition and the other gentlemen
opposite whom he may select.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker.
I wish to concur in the suggestion of
the leader of the Opposition, and I
want to personally thank the Prime
Minister for his attention to it. I
feel that there will be some solution
to this problem, if we pass the hand
across and get down to business. To­
day I received several messages from
a district that I am not interested in.
Mr. Abbott, member for Bonavista, has
told me that his colleague, Mr. Winsor
attended to this matter to-day and ar­
ranged to get the stuff sent out. That
is quite satisfactory to me and I shall
telegraph those people accordingly.

I might say that I am quite in ac­
cord with the appointment of a Select
Committee of the House to deal with
this distress that is existing all over
the Island. Regarding the position of
the mercantile community. I do not
think the merchants seem to know
what to do and apparently somebody-
else besides the merchants has got to
start this going. If the Opposition
met the Executive Council I think pos>
sibly something might be done. I had
an opportunity since Friday last of
visiting Port de Grave, my own con­
stituency, and I might say that there
is a great deal of unrest there, unrest
that is due in a large measure as to
what is going to happen within the 

next few days—where to find labour.
Every man one would meet was ask
ing "where are we going to get lab­
our”? Bell Island and every other
such avenue of employment is gone. I
know the difficulties confronting the
government. The task is not an easy
one. Through the courtesy of the Min
ister of Public Works whom I asked
about certain things I arranged over
there certain matters. I do not think
there will be any trouble around Bri-
gus or Cupids in the matter of able-
bodied relief, if we can get any work
started to give the men employment.
The same applies to North River and
Clarke’s Beach. I am, informed, ai
though, I did not have an opportunity
of visiting these sections. I understand
that the Minister of Public Wbrks is
arranging to send out the monies
there in connection with the repairs
to roads. That is satisfactory to me.
There is one thing in the district that
seems to be troublesome and that is
supplies for the Labrador. I can
hardly say how we can get over it.
The Labrador boat will be leaving
about the first of June, and I think
that, if we exercise a little discretion,
and arrange for salt that we can get
quite a crowd out of Conception Bay
to go on that steamer. If the Hr.
Grace representatives take the matter
seriously I feel sure that something
can be done in that connection.
Around Brigus and from Conception
Hr. to Hr. Grace, most of the fisher­
men go to the Labrador. I hope that
a scheme will be devised that will
work out alright. I might say in all
honesty that the government tried to
help out a great deal of distress in
the district of Placentia and St. Mary’s
hut. I learn from the members, Mr.
Walsh and Mr. Sullivan, that the po­
sition has become more acute there
now. They have shown me a mess­
age which demands immediate atten­
tion. I do not propose to read the tel­
egram because the gentlemen repre­
senting the district know more about 
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the circumstances than I do. Take
Goodridge’s house, as pointed out by
Sir Michael Cashin. We all know
what happened. The Marystown Trad
ing Company are almost similarly sit
uated. There are quite a few men
from Placentia district in St. John’s
at the present moment and I think
we should try and relieve these men
and get them away from here and go
fishing. I would suggest to the Prime
Minister that the quicker we get at it
the better. I am anxious to see this
thing being done. Something must be
done and I would suggest that the
quicker this Select Committee gets at
it the better.

MR. WALSH—I would like to have
the privilege of saying one or two
words. I am glad to see this import­
ant matter discussed in a friendly
and co-operative spirit by both sides
of the House; a.Iso I want, as one of
the representatives of the district of
Placentia and St. Mary’s, to say that
T fully appreciate all that has been
done by the Prime Minister; but tlu,
matter is so serious that something
has got to be done in order to get the
men fishing. I want to thank the Hon
leader of the Opposition, the hon. lead
er of the government and Sir John
Croshie for the pleas they have put
nn. and I want to respectfully thank
the Prime Minister for the co-opera­
tion of the government in those pleas.
There are thousands of men involved
in that district and I shall be glad to
communicate this information as quick
Iv as possible, thereby relieving the
tension that exists and assuring the
neonle that the serious crisis will not
occur. The people are anxious to go
tn work. They do not want pauper re­
lief doled out to them, if they can
nossibly avoid it. All they want is
the means to earn an honest living as
they always did. The loss of the firm
of Goodridge’-, in St. Mary’s Bay, as
already referred to, is keenly felt.
They supplied practically the whole
of that Bay and there are now noth­

ing less than BOO men who are unable
to purchase their own supplies and
cannot get anybody to supply them.
The men are not able to get employ­
ment at Grand Falls, Limeville or Bell
Island and consequently have to re­
turn to their homes where there is
nothing for them to do. I do not want
to occupy the attention of this House
unless the discussion is going to ter­
minate in something substantial be­
ing done. I have great pleasure in
supporting the motion that a Select
Committee consisting of members
from both sides of the House be ap­
pointed to deal with this matter with­
in the next few days so that the peo­
ple can go fishing.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Speaker. The
gravity of the situation must be our
apology for detaining this House dis­
cussing this matter. I feel quite sure
that the members on both sides of the
House have the fullest sympathy in
having this matter aired and ventilat­
ed. In making statements here of the
conditions that exist in our district
for the last couple of weeks, we mem­
bers did not think that conditions
were so bad as they really are. I
have received some very touching mes
sages from people in our district, ap­
pealing for immediate assistance, prov
ing conclusively that something has
to be done and done at once. It is no
use dilly dallying about the matter
and promising to do it within the
next two or three days. It is impera­
tive that food must go to the people in
St. Mary’s Bay immediately. One of
the gentlemen from whom I received
a message is Rev. Fr. O’Driscoll, who
absolutely refuses on all occasions to
take poor relief, if it can be avoided.
He never appealed before to us as
members. He has always done his best
to keep people from getting poor re­
lief. But he has spoken at last, inti­
mating that the people cannot hold
out any longer. He says if the people
are to be kept from starving, it is ab­
solutely necessary for them to go fish­
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ing at once. There is one thing that
can be done and that is to fill up a
steamer or vessel with provisions so
that the people can be supplied for the
fishery. If we allow our codfishery to
go down where are we? We thank
the government heartily for the of­
fer of $500,000 to be spent on public
works, but that is not sufficient to
meet all the urgent demands of this
.large and important district. Two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars is
needed for supplies for the fishery and
how the government is going to go
about this I do not know, but I think
there must be some way out of it. I
hope that something good will come
out of the conference of the Select
Committee. I would suggest that this
Committee meet the merchants and
meet the Bankers and see if some way
cannot be found to supply the fisher­
men this year. I am quite convinced
that many of the merchants are not
able to supply; but if the government
would give one million towards the
financing of sunplies, I think it would
be very easy to get some of the mer­
chants to give some too. Some merch
ants take the stand that if the gov­
ernment supplies that they will not
supply. The men at St. Vincents, the
Gaskers and Cape St. Mary’s have
been looking for supplies for weeks
and cannot get any. These men have
got to get supplies in order to go fish­
ing immediately. The government
should step in and give these men a
chance in that section because, I un­
derstand, fish is plentiful already
there. The embarrassment to the men
of our district is caused by the fail­
ure of Goodridges and practically the
curtailment of every merchant in the
district. It has been told already that
Goodridge’s firm is gone. That affects
Ferryland district as well as ours.
The Marystown Trading Company are
short of funds and not in a position
to supply. The same applied to Kemp
at Placentia and Wakely at Hr. Buff­
ett. Consequently what are the fish­

ermen going to do for supplies. They
naturally look to the government. I
have been told that the Limaville
quarries at Port au Port are closed
down. There must be some reason
for that surely. Also Bell Island has
curtailed considerably and that Grand
Falls is closed down. I think that
the government should communicate
with those Companies and see what
the possibilities are for having those
much needed centres of employment
opened up again.

MR. SINNOTT—Mr. Speaker, I have
much pleasure in supporting the stand
of the preceding speakers. As the con
ditions existing in Placentia and St.
Mary’s are beyond all imagination and
previous occasions I think something
ought to be done promptly by the gov­
ernment. The same applies to the dis
trict of Ferryland. The government
has no doubt done a lot to relieve the
distress among the fishermen, but I
think that this Select Committee re­
ferred to before ought to take the
matter up with reference to the com­
ing fishery and do something as
promptly as possible.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—If the leader of the Opposition at
his leisure will give a list of those
gentlemen he intend to recommend I
will immediately make arrangements
on behalf of the government.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of

Question.
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister the Bill entitled “An Act to
amend the Election Act, 1913.” was in­
troduced and read a first time and it
was ordered that it be read a second
time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
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ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the House resolved itself in­
to a Committee of the Whole to con­
sider certain Resolutions respecting a
Ioan for requirements of the Colony
and certain obligations of the Muni­
cipal Council.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Samson took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—

Mr. Speaker. Through the courtesy
of the Opposition I will submit these
Resolutions in their present form as
it has been impossible to get them
printed. They will be considered and
discussed contemporaneously with
Supply and when Ways and Means
come down before the House. Four
and one half millions will be raised
on the credit of the Colony at the rate
of six and one half per cent, payable
in London, New York, Montreal and
Newfoundland. The objects for which
this loan is being raised are as fol­
lows: (1) To pick up the loan of one
million and one half raised tempor­
arily last January at the rate of five
and one half per cent from the Bank
of Montreal; (2) To provide for the
five hundred thousand to which refer­
ence has already been made; (3) To
provide for the five hundred thousand
raised and given to the Municipal
Council three hundred and twenty
thousand of which has already been
floated and an extra one hundred and
fifty thousand is now to be raised of
which latter amount eighty to one
hundred thousand dollars are to be ex
pended on pipes and labour and fifty
to sixty thousand to be reserved for
emergency work. This one hundred
and fifty has been carried with the
Bank of Canada, the Council paying
six per cent. (4) the further sum of
one million to replace the amount
taken from the Surplus Trust Ac­
count which should have been- capital
account. These bonds are in the form
of fifteen year bonds at rate of interest
six and one half per cent. Arrange­

ments have been completed for the
floating of this loan through Dill,
Reid and Company of New York, Lea,
Higginson of Boston, and the Domin­
ion Securities of Toronto. At the
present rate of exchange the Colony
would not get for these bonds here
in St. John’s ninety nine and one
eight. The rate of the floatation it<
ninety nine and three quarters which
includes eleven per cent, exchange. In
view of the fact that money transmis­
sions from New York to Newfound­
land costs according to the fluctua­
tion of the rate of exchange we desir­
ed to get this Bill through with reas­
onable despatch, and have as much
progress made as possible so that tht
government may be in a position to
take advantage of the rate of exchange
If it had been passed some time ago
it would have been possible to have
these bonds here in St. John’s at
ninety nine and one eight. The trans­
action is this:—If the Minister of Fi­
nance handed that bond over to the
representative of the Company the re­
presentative for that bond would place
to our credit at the Bank of Montreal
here ninety nine dollars and twenty
five cents. I am sure Sir John under­
stands the position. You would get
eighty nine for them in New York;
as for Toronto you would get for
them there the sum of ninety nine
and three quarters less the difference
of exchange between Canada and New
foundland. In other words if eighty
nine in New York that would net us
here ninety nine and one quarter at
to-day’s rate of exchange. The ar­
rangement is that so long as we get
pinety nine and one quarter for them
at to-day’s rate of exchange, they may
be sold anywhere. If the bonds were
sold in London and we got ninety nine
and one eight for them then they
would have to be sold beyond par. To
get ninety nine for them in St. John’s
we would have to get over one hun­
dred in London because of the rate of
exchange. The interest, is payable in 
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the same way as it was with reference
to the six and one half on the loan
raised in New York some time ago.
The details with respect to the work­
ing out of the loan are in accordance
with previous acts that is left to the
Governor-in-Council. At the present
rate it will cost us some thing like one
for six million did. My reason in
handing these copies of the Resolu­
tions to the members opposite was
that progress may be made when we
come to discuss them contemporane­
ously with Ways and Means.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—l'take it
that the one million and one half is al­
ready spent; the five hundred thous­
and to the Council is also spent with
the exception of the one hundred and
fifty thousand; the million taken from
the Surplus Trust account is gone;
the million on the railway is also
spent and the only amount left is the
five hundred thousand for relief work
and that will soon be gone.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
That one million covers the four hun­
dred thousand taken from the Sur­
plus Trust Account so it is merely
capitalization.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Cannot some
amicable settlement be arrived at
with the printers?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
do not know the details but I under­
stand that the printers desire an in­
crease of ten or eleven per cent, and
the various publishing plants find it
impossible to compete under such a
condition of affairs and would have to
either close up or run with a loss en­
suing. I think the type to the extent
of about four-fifths had been set up
to print the estimates but it had to be
reset to suit other machines to be
used because of the present conditions.
I have just got one copy here. The
pages are numbered.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made 
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some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On ‘motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he is aware that
large numbers of people are return­
ing from Grand Falls as a result of
being unable to secure work there ow­
ing to the existence of a strike, and
if so what steps the Government pro­
poses to take to find employment for
these people or to assist them in get­
ting supplies to prosecute the fishery,
and if he does not consider the time
has come when the Government should
formulate some broad and comprehen­
sive policy with reference to the
widespread industrial depression now
existing in this country?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
received a telegram from the Magis­
trate at Grand Falls a short time ago
stating that the strike was still on
and that the strikers had held anoth­
er meeting but the result of it was
not yet known. The Government felt,
up to the time this strike burst on
them like a thunder clap, that the
1% millions cut out would meet the
emergencies of the case.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, if it is correct that the imports
from abroad since the beginning of
this year have been smaller in vol­
ume than any year the past decade;
if this result is not attributable en­
tirely to the disaster brought upon
the business people by the policy of
Fishery Regulations enforced last
year, and what steps the Government
proposes to take in the effort to stim­
ulate trade between this Colony and
the outside world in accordance with
ithe promises made by him in his Man­
ifesto before the last election?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In 
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respect to the first part of the ques­
tion I have asked that the information
be prepared. As to the second part I
felt sure that the hon. member does
not think I would get any such thing
done.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It is a fact
that you made them though.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—The
price of codoil and seal-oil has been
kept up.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Coaker,
of course, always kept up the price of
fishery products.

Questions 3, 5, 7 and 9 were defer­
red.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice if Mr. Albert Salt­
er is receiving from the Martin-Royal
Stores Hardware Co., Ltd., or any oth­
er business concerns in this city, a
commission on orders received by
them from the Public Works Depart­
ment; if so what is the amount of
said commission, and if it is the in­
tention of his Department to prosecute
the said Albert Salter and the said
firms for this offence against the law
prohibiting the payment or receipt of
commissions in respect of goods pur­
chased or supplies for public pur­
poses?
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I an,
unaware that Mr. Salter is receiving
any commission from any business
concern on orders received by them
from the Public Works Department.
If any charge is made that a breach of
the law is being or has been commit­
ted the Department of Justice will
take the necessary steps.

MR. WALSH asked the Prime Min­
ister, in the absence of the Hon. Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines what
steps have been taken by the Govern­
ment with a view to the sale of all
the pit props cut as relief work dur­
ing the past winter, and to lay on the
Table of the House a statement of
the progress made .up to date in the 

matter of the disposal of this ma­
terial?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Department of Agriculture and
Mines is busy with the possibility that
a lot of these pit props may be thrown
over on the Government.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. tho
Prime Minister, in view of his state­
ment a few days ago to the committee
of the unemployed of St. John’s, that
the plans for the construction of a
new “Long Bridge” have not yet been
prepared, how it is that no action in
this important matter has been taken
before this date, seeing that the “Ad­
vocate” of December 1st, announces
that the Railroad Commission sat for
four hours the previous day and de­
cided upon the building of a new Long
Bridge and also on dredging the wat­
er above the bridge, and why no steps
to carry these important decisions in­
to effect have been taken for a period
of five months?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The committee of the unemployed
must have misunderstood me that the
plans had not been prepared. What
I said was, that since the allocation
of the fund, no steps had been taken
as till the vote is returned there is
nothing with which to carry out thq
operations. The sum of $50,000 will
represent but a small part of the ex­
penditure necessary. The situation is
thig. There is a very strong feeling
in certain circles of those interested
in the matter that a permanent bridge,
with dredging inside it so as to make
a harbour, is not possible. Others,
however, are in favor of it being un­
dertaken. It has not been before the
administrative Government at all but
is a matter for engineering experts to
deal with and Mr. Hall, the Govern­
ment engineer, is making a report on
the question. As to the construction
of the Long Bridge I fear that I am
somewhat responsible for it not go­
ing ahead last year. We had only the
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$50 000 and in view of the high cost
of materials, iron, etc., it was consid­
ered that adequate value for the out­
lay could not be got. I think that
Mr. Bennett will agree with me that
if this account had been spent last
year the work could not have been
done to practical advantage. It was
held over and but for the present de­
pression might have been held over
till next year so as to get the proper
value for it. By going on, the bene­
fit would not be equal to what half the
amount would bring if expended ac­
cording to the programme followed in
St. John’s East and West on road
work where the labor represents
about 90 per cent, of the expenditure.
In this proposition now brought up
the material for the work would take
up the bulk of the money.

MR. BENNETT.—I agree with the
Prime Minister that it was not an op­
portune time last year to get the
necessary materials but I understand
that part of the programme at present
is the paving of the bridge from Water
St. to the Southside which would give
a very large amount of work. First,
the cutting of the blocks at the quar­
ries on the Sothside Hill and then the
laying of them would give a whole
lot of labour. I sympathise with the
Prime Minister in the Long Bridge
situation. It is hard to tell what form
'of bridge to get there. The upper part
of the river has been filled in by the
continuous dumping by the people of
refuse there and now the other side
is being filled up also. If we had a
breastwork from the bridge to the
Gas House it would leave a narow
channel which the water would flow
at increased rate and serve to keep it
clear. A narrow drawbridge would
allow schooners which are kept here
for the winter to lay up above the
bridge and relieve the trouble in the
harbour. At present ships going to
the upper part of the harbor or the
dock find it difficult to navigate their 
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way and this would be a great relief
in that direction. It is a difficult ques­
tion to settle as to the waters above
the bridge. As to an harbor in the
upper portion, that is out. of the ques­
tion as the place has been filled in.
There should be a concrete wall Just
above the bridge and the channel
dredged which would make a deep
water terminus to the railway. If
steamers were able to get up there it
would be a great asset to the country.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER._
The cost woud be something enorm­
ous.

MR. BENNETT.—Of course it can
hardly be grappled with now. But I
refer to it as it has been mentioned
by people who are competent to give
an opinion on the matter. I think if
the Government would consider the
paving proposition it would be a good
time now to spend some of the money.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act to amend the Profiteer­
ing Act, 1920.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chaik
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman, I

support this Bill because although the
Act has been on the Statute Book for
a year and not the slightest attempt
made to enforce, it can now do no
harm and it is to be hoped that some
use will now be made of the powers
in the Act. While the need for such
a measure has to a great extent dis­
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appeared there are still many ways
in which it can be employed to good
effect. I have in mind a case in point
wherein through more or less of a
monopoly of the limited cold storage
facilities of the City, two or three
persons have got together and have
the price of fresh beef practically in
their own hands. With these men it
is, of course a matter of business but
because of this monopoly we in St.
John’s are paying more than a reas-
onable price for this article. Now
that a Board is to be appointed under
the Act let us hope that it will be
something more than a name. The
position in the past has been that we
had elaborate machinery to check this
sort of thing but no attempt has ever
been made to use it. It is I think
pretty generally realized that a lot of
the profiteering talk that has been
heard was groundless but neverthe­
less comments on certain aspects of
the matter has been absolutely justi­
fied and there is no doubt that at pre­
sent cold storage in the City, the lim­
ited, is monopolized and as a result
of this the prices that, we have been
forced to pay for beef have been un­
reasonable. The importation of this
article is in the hands of a limited
circle and the local or small butchers
have at certain seasons of the year
to buy from them and through their
enterprise they have become the dic­
tators of the prices to be charged.
Now this is one of the things to
which the Board to be appointed
should give immediate attention.

As to the question asked with re­
gard to the payment of the Board, that
will no doubt be a matter to be re­
gulated according to the result of
their efforts. I support the Bill, Mr.
Chairman, and the reason for my re­
marks is to draw attention to the
necessity for haying such cases as
that which I have cited in connection
with the cold storage looked into.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Chairman, 

when this matter came up on Friday
I said that I thought the creation of
a Board now for the purpose of deal­
ing with profiteering was a case of
locking the stable door after the horse
was stolen. There will no longer be
the same opportunities for profiteer­
ing as existed during the war when
fluctuating prices afforded such chan­
ces to business people to charge ex­
orbitant prices. Personally I know
nothing of the company interested in
the cold storage to which reference
has been made this afternoon but 1
made the statement that fresh beef
was selling in Halifax for twelve cents
per pound while w'e have to pay for­
ty and fifty cents for it. Now to-day
I notice there is a sale of a large
quantity of live cattle that have just
come in and perhaps the competition
that will result from this will tend
to lower prices somewhat. If we
are going to do something under this
Profiteering Act let us do it with
earnestness. It is just as esential as
it is to have a health inspector to
have an official whose duty it would
be to go around from one business
place to another, see their invoices
and in this way see that the people
were given a square deal. Such a
policy as this would greatly strength­
en the Government. Nobody expects
a man to do business unless he can
get a legitimate profit but at the same
time extortion should not be permit­
ted. The people were extorted dur­
ing the war and in my opinion this
was the cause of the unrest that has
been and still is so evident on every
hand. Prices were permitted to soar
at such a rate that wages were found
to be inadequate to enable the labor­
ing classes to live. Now, Sir, if a
man were appointed who would carry
out his duties in this respect fearless­
ly and without favor he would be an
asset to the country.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—Mr. Chair­
man, there is an aspect of this, if it 
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can be called an aspect of the Bill
which seriously affects outport fishy
ermen and which seems to have been
overlooked. Does not this Bill take
out of the hands of outport magis­
trates the power of deciding what
shall be a fair and just price to bo
charged on the accounts of fisher­
men? Heretofore, if a shareman for
example thought that he was being
charged too much on his account, he
could go to a magistrate who was em­
powered to decide what was or Was
not a fair price and have the matter
adjusted. Now does not this Bill take
that power away from the magis­
trate?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
No, the Bill does not affect that. I
might say Mr. Chairman with regard
to the working out of the Profiteering
Act this act was placed on the Sta­
tute Book for the purpose of regulat­
ing prices generally. It seems to
have been the idea that it was the
duty of the Minister of Justice to in­
stitute all proceedings under the Act
but this was not the case. The Act
itself is almost a fac simile of the
English Act and any person who
thought that he was being charged
exorbitant prices for goods he pur­
chased could immediately proceed
against the seller. As Mr. Bennett has
said, the appointment of a competent
inspector would go a long way to­
wards remedying the evils that exist
in this way. Last year when this Act
was passed there were people very
anxious to have some means of deal­
ing with those who charged unreason­
able and exorbitant prices, and a num­
ber of them like Mr. Thos. Peel and
Mr. Doyle and others banded them­
selves together in what was known as
the Consumers’ League. They came
up here and induced the Government
to put this Act on the Statute Book
and I thought when that power was
placed in their hands that something
effective would be done but nothing 

has been heard of them since. As to
the question of meat prices, I do not
know anything about cold storage
monopolies but from personal experi­
ence I can say that although I pur­
chase a portion of my meat from a
local butcher as those who come from
Kelligrews and other places of that
kind are known, I do not get it any
cheaper than I could get it in the
City. It may be of course that these
people are taking advantage of the
cold storage monopoly. However, as
I said, under the Act any individual
who thinks he is unjustly charged can
go to the Board and lay his complaint.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I

wish to refer hon. members to page
IS Department of Public Works, on
roads. The total for local roads is
§75,000; for Main Lines §G5,906 and
for Railway Connecting Roads §3,060.
All these amounts are the same as last
year but the Special Grant is reduced
to §20,000. We got the Special Grant
as we had it for years. It is for the
whole Island and is divided among
the districts on the per capita basis.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I move that
this §20,000 be not held for conveni­
ence but be spent right out.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-.
The Grant is simply there as a pro­
vision in the case of bridges, etc. be­
ing swept away by rains and floods.

HON. MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS,
—I think that it will be allocated in
a month or so and is always distri­
buted quickly.

MR. HIGGINS.—It is what is com­
monly called the Local Special grant.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It is alright
as long as Hon. Mr. Jennings under­
stands it.
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MR. WALSH.—I take it, sir, that it
will be at the disposal of the sitting
members.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I think it
would be best to have it distributed
irrespective of politics.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Yes, that’s right. I may say that the
total grant for roads is $165,968.00.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—When can you
get the amount allocated.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Immediately the account opens to­
morrow.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed and adopted and it was ordered
that the said Bill be read a third time
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act respecting the Cutting
and Exportation of Timber for special
purposes.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Samson took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

Mr. Chairman, this bill (An Act re­
specting the cutting of pulp wood)
was distributed some time ago. It was
explained in the second reading. We
were in Committee and the Committee
rose until the contracts could be dis­
tributed. The effect of this bill is to
legalize the arrangements made some
time ago regarding the matter of cut­
ting pulp wood for certain purposes.
The matter to which Mr. Bennett re­
ferred could not be contained within
the scope of this bill, and another bill
will be brought in with respect to
that.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Chairman,
before this bill goes through I would 

like the privilege of saying a word. It
seems to me, Sir. as one who has a
little knowledge of the timber areas
of the country that some arrange­
ments ought to be made whereby it
would be possible to give licenses for
the cutting of timber on granted land
on which an exportation tax of say
one dollar a cord could be charged. I
am informed that if a time limit of
from three to five years could be
granted that a good business could be
done in this direction. In White Bay
and other places there are limits held
by people who are unable to carry on
an industry. Gradually these valu­
able areas are being destroyed by
fire, and neither the country nor any
individual is getting any benefit from
them. People who can turn these
areas into revenue for the country
should be permitted to do so rather
than have them go up in smoke. A
time limit of from three to five years
would have to be allowed because cer­
tain machinery would have to be im­
ported and put in operation. The
work that needs to be done to comply
with the requirements for exportation
cannot be done by hand.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman, I recognize the
strength of the arguments produced
by hon. friend Mr. Sullivan. The
point, however, is contrary, to the
policy of the Government during the
last 15 years at least. The policy has
been the preservation of timber areas.
The observations have some consid­
erable weight in that through forest
fires we are allowing to go up in
smoke what should be exported. I
shall be glad to submit the proposal
to the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Chairman,
I quite agree with the Prime Minis­
ter that this is contrary to the policy
of our Governments during recent
years, but that is really no argu­
ment. As it is these areas are held 
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for many years without bringing any
benefit to the country or to any in­
dividuals. There should be some pro­
vision whereby areas woud revert af­
ter a certain number of years.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask the Prime Minister
if it is the intention to allow the
members to allocate this amount of
$500,000.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, strictly speaking the

^members have nothing to do with the
allocating. The various members see
the Minister and arrange for the al­
locations, but the Minister is respon­
sible for the final decision.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Mr. Speaker, one reason why I would
like to have the co-operation of the
members is because they are familiar
with the needs of their districts. We
get scores of requests from every dis­
trict, and without the advise of the
representatives the money might be
sent where it is least needed. I am
prepared to accept suggestions from
any members whether on the other
side of the House or on this side.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An
Act Respecting the Board of Pen­
sion Commissioners,” without amend­
ment.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave no­
tice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An

Act Respecting the Cutting and Ex­
portation of Timber.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, May 17th., 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. GOSSE—I beg leave to present
a petition from the residents of Span­
iard’s Bay for $600 for repairs to the
road between Spaniard’s Bay and Hr.
Grace and known as Hr. Grace Ridge.
Quite a number of families live on
this road which is in a neglected con­
dition and almost Impassable.

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave
notice that he would on to-morrow
move the House into a Committee of
the Whole to consider certain resolu­
tions to confir/n an agreement be­
tween the government and the D’Arcy
Exploration Syndicate Limited.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act Re
specting the Cutting and Exportation
of Timber” was introduced and read
a first time and it was ordered that it
be read a second time on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked hon. the
Prime Minister if he has taken up,
either directly, or through the High
Commissioner in London (whose
knowledge of conditions here would
be invaluable in setting out the actual
conditions), any representations to
the President and Directors of the
Anglo-Newfoundland Development Co.
with reference to the existing strike
f.t Grand Falls and the desirability of
the Company conceding everything
possible to its employees in order to
maintain this industry in active oper­
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ation during the present summer, in
'iew of the great scarcity of employ­
ment elsewhere, and if so to lay on the
Table of the House copy of all corres­
pondence bearing on this subject.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—On
May 14th., I sent the following cable
to the High Commissioner in London:
"Rurality, London.

“Understand that Grand Falls has
“closed down. Reported due either
"to strike or disagreement between
“company and workmen over reduc-
"tion in wages. Am not informed as
“to actual facts. Would you kindly
"get in touch with Lord Rotherinere
“and advise me as to what is real
“position and whether it is possible
"for anything to be done to adjust
“situation so that operations may
“be continued as formerly.

“SQUIRES.”
To-day I received the accompanying

reply from Hon. Sir Edgar Bowring:
“Rothermere out of England. Dir-

“ectors Anglo Company considering
“matter. They will reply early as
“possible.”
Up to the present moment nothing

further has been forthcoming.
SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon.

the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to lay on the Table of the House a list
of the foreign-going vessels which or­
dinarily take away cargoes of codfish,
now lying in this port, how many of
the vessels are unemployed and the
reason they are. so unemployed; also
an estimate of the number of seamen
out of work as a result of this unem­
ployment, and what steps, if any, he
proposes to take to afford relief to
the men. so unemployed?

HON MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I have no particulars in my
office as to the matters referred to.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he is aware that it
is commonly reported in this city that
there is very little, if any, of the salt
landed by the S.S. “Tuckahoe” at Port
Union some months ago now in the 

stores there; that the explanation giv­
en for the salt not being the govern­
ment; and if he will appoint one oi
two constables to proceed to Port
Union and other points, report how
much of the salt is held in stock
there, and trace what has become of
the remainder, in the same way as he
sent constables into Ferryland district
after the election in the Fall of 1919,
to force people in that district to re­
turn public monies that had been
granted to them; pad if not does he
hold to the principle that there is one
law for the F. P. U. and another law
for the rest of the people of the coun­
try?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I am
making enquiries and will table the
information as soon as it is ready.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked the
Prime Minister if he has made any re­
presentations to the Imperial Govern­
ment with regard to the conditions in
this country, to the difficulty of ob­
taining funds for carrying on the pub­
loan for such purposes; and if he has
requested any such loan; and if so,
what answer he has received; and to
lay on the Table of the House copies
of all correspondence in relation to
this matter; also if it is his intention,
during the coming Imperial Confer­
ence, to make such representations to
the Imperial Authorities, and if so
what is the'amount of the Loan which
he will ask from them?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—No rep­
resentations whatever have been made
to the Imperial Government as to the
condition of the country or the obtain­
ing of funds. The reason none were
made is that I felt there was no ne­
cessity for so doing as we already had
the 4 1-2 millions.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—When I put the
question on the Order Paper I did not
know you had that loan.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, to lay on the Table 
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of the House a statement showing the
number of railway sleepers cut in the
different electoral districts of this
country from the first of July last up
to date, and the amounts paid in each
district for the same; also if any
more sleepers require to be cut, and
if he proposes in the distribution of
the orders for the same to consider
the claims of all the districts in the
country?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE—I
will table the information in a day or
two.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked the Min.
of Marine and Fisheries, in his capa­
city of Chairman of the Railroad Com­
mission, if Mr. George Morley, Super­
intendent of the coal boring opera­
tions at South Branch, has reported
to the Commission or to the govern­
ment that it is waste of money to con­
tinue operations at this deposit; if he
has so reported does the government
intend to pursue this work and waste
further public money; if he has not so
reported, what report has been made
and to lay on the Table of the House
a copy of the same.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—As far as I know the
gentleman has made no report such
as pointed out here, but if he has made
any I will get them.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—The reason I
ask is because it is public property,
and very important if the rumour is
correct, as the work there will be
ceasing then.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—As far as I am concerned I
do not know of any reports.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Is there any
report from him, good or bad.

HON MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES.—I think reports have come
from him, but I have not seen any.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Is it your in­
tention to make any enquiry into the
matter.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I will enquire about it.

MR. SULLIVAN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lay on the Table of the House a
statement of the Customs Revenue for
.St. John’s week by week, from March
31st to date, for the financial years
1918-19, 1919-20, 1920-21, and an esti­
mate by the Auditor-General of the
expected receipts in St. John's for the
balance of this fiscal year together
with the actual receipts for the same
period in the past two fiscal years.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will
have the information shortly; it will
take a little time to prepare.

MR. BENNETT—Asked the Prime
Minister, seeing that only six weeks
now intervene to the end of the fiscal
year when, according to the corres­
pondence between the government and
the Reid Newfoundland Co. last Au­
gust, the scheme for government co­
operation in the working of the Rail­
road by a Commission will terminate:
(a) If the Government has notified the

Reid Newfoundland Company of
its intention to terminate this
agreement at the end of June next
and if so to lay on the Table of
the House, a copy of the letter
giving such notification, a copy of
the Reid Newfoundland Company’s
reply, it any, and if no such no­
tification has been given, the reas­
on why it has not been given, the
reason why it has not been;

(b) If the Government, in view of the
fact that Mr. H. D. Reid, Presi­
dent of the Reid Newfoundland Co.
has been back in this Colony for
a month, has undertaken any ne­
gotiations with him or the Com­
pany in regard to the operation of
the Railroad after June 30th next,
and if so to lay on the Table ot
the House copies of all corres­
pondence between the Government
and the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany in regard to this matter, and
if the negotiations, if any, have
been conducted orally, to Table a
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statement describing what has
been done, and i£ no negotiations
have been commenced, a state­
ment of the reason why;

(c) If the Government is not nego­
tiating with the Reid Newfound­
land Company, to lay on the Table
a statement setting out the Gov­
ernment’s position with regard to
the operation of the railway sys­
tem after the 30th of june next;

(d) If it is the intention of the Gov*
eminent .to introduce any legisla­
tion at this session with reference
to the matter of the further oper­
ation of the railroad system aft­
er June 30th, and if so will he
undertake that such legislation
will be Tabled in sufficient time
^o enable the House and proper
opportunity be given to enable the
country, to thoroughly under­
stand the nature and effects of
such a measure instead of rushing
it through in the last hours of the
session as was done last year;

(e) Will he give this House and the
country proper undertakings that
any such legislation, if introduced
and enacted, will be carried out
in accordance with the letter and
spirit of the same instead of, as
last year, being disregarded and
an entirely new policy adopted by
the Executive Government after
the closing of the House, with the
result that this Colony has been
saddled with an expenditure of a
million and a half dollars which
it need not have paid if the legis­
lation enacted last session had
been enforced in accord with the
terms of that enactment; and

(f) Is it the intention of the Govern­
ment, after the 30th of June next,
to identify itself with the operat­
ing of some of the Reid Newfound
land Company’s steamers or to be
come responsible for any of the
obligations incurred in their op­
eration, and if so to state to the

House the reasons for such a de­
termination?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—!
hope to have the information by to­
morrow. I did not see the question
till I picked up the Order Paper here
In the House.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Justice (a) If Inspector Gen­
eral Hutchings is out of the Colony at
the present time, (b) if he is away on
public business, (c) if so what is the
nature of his business and (d) what
allowance has been made to him for
his expenses?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
beg to state in reply, that
(a) Inspector General Hutchings is

out of the Colony at the present
time, but will be back on May
28th.

(b) He is away on public and private
business.

(c) To procure some machinery and
appliances in connection with the
Fire Department, and fire-fighting
apparatus for the Tuberculosis
Sanitorium.

(d) $200.00.
MR. HIGGINS, in the absence of

Mr. MacDonnell, asked the Minister of
Education for (1) An explanation as
to why the vote for the C. H. E. for
1920-21 is showh in this year’s esti­
mates as $13,903.00 instead of $14,-
425, being the total of the vote last
year, including amount in supplement­
ary supply? (2) Why this amount has
been reduced this year to $11,429.80?

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
—I gave an explanation to Mr. Mac-
Donnell before but will now give it
to the House. In the 1920-21 esti­
mates the $13,903.00 did not include
the amount of $52 as it had not been
granted in suplementary supply when
the paper was made up, so that that
sum must be added. To that add
$4.80 and with no reduction the total
vote would be $14,429.80. This year
$3,000 is being dropped.
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MR. HIGGINS.—I know that Mr.

MacDonnell is at a meeting this af­
ternoon dealing with this and other.
educational matters. As to the sec-,
ond part of the question, is this is a
matter of policy.

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION.
—We felt It best to put the knife into
the vote.

MR. HIGGINS.—I think the meet*
ing is on that this afternoon. I
agree with the attitude taken by the
Hon. Minister in the matter of re­
trenchment and I also think that
while he is working along these lines
he would be doing a laudable act in
lopping oft' a lot of the fancy in­
spectors.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act to amend the Pro­
fiteering Act, 1920" was read a third
time and passed, and it Was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as
above and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re*
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of the Hon. the Prime Minister, the
Bill entitled, “An Act Respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber for
special purposes" was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that it be engrossed being entitled as
above, and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

HON. PRIME ( MINISTER:—Mr.
Speaker, permit me to read to the
House the following communication to
me from the Hon. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries:

14 May, 1921.
Dear Mr. Squires,

In view of the allegations made by
Sir John Crosbie in the House of As­
sembly to the effect that I secured for 

myself, or the companies with which I
am connected, special advantages in
connection with Fish and Salt, pur­
chased by the Government, I request
the appointment of a Commission, un­
der the Public Enquiries Act, to en­
quire into the subject matter of the
said allegations of Sir John Crosbie.

Sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) W. F. COAKER.

Hon. R. A. Squires, K.C.,
Prime Minister.
Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the

following Report of Hon. W. F. Pen­
ney re his visit to Norway:
HON. W. F. COAKER,

Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
Sir,—In pursuance of your instruc­

tions contained in your letter of July
30th, I embarked upon the S.S. “Dig­
by”, to Liverpool, England, thence by
rail to London, enroute to Norway,
where I was to collect all information
possible regarding the Norwegian
Fisheries and report upon same on my
arrival at St. Johns’.

I therefore beg to submit the fol­
lowing report of my investigations
during my circuit of the coast of Nor­
way, and my stay at the principal fish­
ing and exporting centres.

It is perhaps unnecessary for me to
say that at our London Office of the
High Commissioner for Newfoundland,
I received every courtesy and in the.
absence of the High Commissioner,
Captain Gordon obtained all the in­
formation he possibly could for me,
regarding a visit to Norway—had my
passport vized and assisted me with
letters of introduction on the British
Legation and Consul at Kristiannia
and Bergen, which proved very useful
indeed.

From London, I proceeded by rail
to Newcastle, where I took passage by
a Norwegian Line Steamer to Bergen,
and arriving at this port I at once
proceeded to Kristiannia, the Capital
of Norway, in order to confer with the
Legation Authorities. The Commer­
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cial Agent and his Assistant were most
courteous and considerate. They very
Ucindly mapped out a route of my tra­
vels, gave me letters of introduction
to the Consuls and Vice-Consuls at the
different points, which I found most
useful. The Officials in every case
where I used such letters, being very
kind and manifesting a desire to as­
sist me in every way they possibly
could, and much useful information
was imparted to me by those oblig­
ing officials.

Having obtained letters of introduc­
tion, I took the boat at Kristiannia
and proceeded around the South and
West Coasts to Bergen, calling at all
the principal ports and seeing what
fishing was then in operation at the
various points, but this was the slack
season and there was not much fish­
ing, but yet enough to show one the
methods employed in the catching an<|
cure of the fish caught.

Before proceeding further, I would
like to remark that in considering
the fisheries of Norway, and compar­
ing the same with those of Newfound­
land, one should remember that, in
the first place, the fisheries of this
great country form just one of the in­
dustries of a nation of about two
and three quarter million inhabitants,
with a very old European civilization,
and this industry contributes about 45
per cent, of its anual exports, while
in the case of Newfoundland, the fish­
eries are the principal industry of
the oldest British colony, possessing
a population of a little more than a
quarter of a million inhabitants, which
until recently was very little known,
and very much isolated, and to my
mind, from the standpoint of pres- .
tige and connection Norway possesses
overwhelming advantages over New­
foundland in this respect.

I may here state, that general con­
ditions in connection with the prosecu­
tion of the fisheries and trading in
fishery products were conducted up­

on the same lines in Norway (as in
Newfoundland some twenty years ago.

The large exporting merchant out­
fitted the Norwegian fisherman, and
sent him to the fishing centres, and re­
ceived the proceeds of his catch and
once a year there was a settlement of
accounts when the fishermen say they
were rarely able to square up, and
the exporters say the fishermen only
thought how much supplies they could
obtain, without paying for them.

To-day conditions are about the
same in both countries, except to my
mind, the Norwegian fisherman has
the advantage, that he generally dis­
poses of his catch as it is taken from
the water, while the trading is upon
a cash basis from the start.

The large fishing centres for cod,
are Lafoten Islands and along the
coast of Finmarken farther North, but
at the same time, quite a lot of cod­
fish is caught along the West and
South Coasts of Norway, and in fact
it is here that the best klip or split
fish is produced, while the production
of stock fish in this section is not
possible owing to climatic conditions
and the season when the fish is
caught.

The seasons here for Lafoten dur­
ing the months of January, February
and March when codfish of large size
averaging 5% lbs. come around and
inside those Islands in great schools
to spawn, while in Finmarken, the
season usually opens in April and
continues until the beginning of July;
but in fact a good deal of cod of
smaller size than Lafoten fish can be
caught along the Finmarken Coast
during the whole summer, and I can­
not refrain from remarking here that
I gained the impression, while visit­
ing, this secton, that if Newfoundland
fishermen were prosecutng this fish­
ery with their methods and gear the
returns would be astonishing. I
make this statement in the best of 
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faith, casting no reflection upon the
hardy and industrious Norwegian fish­
ermen.

The Lafoten Islands are situated
within the Arctic circle, many miles
north of Newfoundland and of North­
ern Labrador, roughly between the
degrees of G8” and G9” North Lati­
tude.

The sun is not seen by the fisher­
men during the early part of the fish­
ery when there is about three hours
of daylight only, and this is the very
heart of winter, and yet, strange as it
may appear to many Newfoundlanders,
there is never a cake of ice to be
seen, owing to the action of the Gulf
Stream, but the season is Winter and
there are snow storms and frost, al­
though 10” below is extreme cold, and
under such conditions, much of the
catch of Norway’s codfish is taken.

The Aurora Borealis affords suffici­
ent light for the work, and the temper­
ature contributes to keeping the bait
fresh and fish from getting soft. One
must not have the impression that the
Norwegian fisherman pursues his call­
ing in these northern latitudes under
conditions of isolation such as prevails
for instance upon our Northern La­
brador, nor yet as those upon our
North East Coast, commonly termed
the French Shore, because there are
very many splendid towns around the
Lafoten Islands. Those towns are
provided with the most-up-to-date
conveniences and facilities, such as
water services, sewerage, electric
light, paved streets, daily newspapers,
hospitals, splendid public schools,
telegraph and telephone service and
in fact with every equipment which
goes to make a modern civilization.

They are provided with a splendid
postal service which consists of ships
of 350 tons for the Fjords, and ships
of about 1,000 tons which are term­
ed “Express Boats” and which run
between Bergen and the northernmost
town of Finmarken, calling at all the 

principal places between. This ser­
vice is continued the year round, and
all sorts of luxuries in confections
and fruit can be obtained, at all sea­
sons, as well as every necessary ar­
ticle of commerce.

Magnificent stores, warehouses,
stone piers abound, and the roads are

. exceptionally good when one consid­
ers the amount of labour and the
money expended in the majority of
cases to blast through walls of solid
granite.

Automobiles are to be seen in good­
ly numbers the past year or so.

The town of Svolvaer, a new town
of about 2,500 inhabitants, which is
now being built up as the distributing
centre for Lafotan Islands, is a strik­
ing example of Norwegian push and
enterprise, as well as of engineering
skill.

This town is built on three islands,
practically on bare soil, and has a

water service from a natural reservoir’
away up on one of the high moun­
tains, and the service and sewerage
systems have to be laid through solid
granite mostly. It possesses a splen­
did harbour, well protected as all Nor­
wegian harbours are, but its approach­
es are anything but desirable. The
first day I landed here 8 different
coastal and express steamers called,

A post office is being erected to
cost $250,000.00, and the warehouses
are most modern, and chiefly built of
stone and reinforced concrete. I men­
tion this place because it was right
here in the neighbouring waters that
the biggest fishing was done last sea­
son, and durng the season perhaps
20,000 fishermen were in this neigh­
bourhood for the months of last Janu­
ary and February and March, and as
a consequence, the trade done ■was
very great.

In addition to the settled population
of the Lafoten Islands, fishermen from
all parts of Norway congregate here
for the fishing season, and at many 
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points upon the Western or inside o£
the Islands, there are many erections
where the fishermen reside during
the season, paying hire for them to
the owners. These houses are for
the most part, covered with sods; but
the sleeping and eating quarters are
quite comfortable, and while from the
outside, the houses make one think
of Labrador some years since, still
when one enters, he finds very com­
fortable and clean living quarters.

During seasons when the war was
on, it was estimated that as many as
30,000 fishermen and attendants con­
gregated at the Lafotens to partici­
pate in this fishery.

It would be a difficulty for me to
attempt a description of the boats
used in connection with this fishing,
because of the many different types
and builds—from the small cross­
handed canoe type, to the 5, 10 &• 20
ton decked motor craft, and the cal­
culation is that 10,000 motor powered
boats are operating. There are ex­
ceptionally few boats propelled with
oars and sails nowadays, and every­
thing from the canoe to the large
freighter in Norwegian waters, is
equipped with motor engines of one
type or another, and one is led to ask
this question: Where are the supplies
of oil obtained and how are they kept
up? I find most of the oil and petrol
comes from America in tank ships,
which supplies are taken in large
quantities at the different towns and
centres. There is every variety olj
engine used in the small boats, but
with scarcely an exception all the
decked boats, lighters and freighters
are equipped with the hot-headed
kerosene semi-deisel engine and every
one seems to be loud in praise of this
type.

The smaller decked boats carry one
or two of the small boats for hand­
line, fishing or trawling; but it is not
^unusual for the trawls to be hauled
on board this larger boat.

Every engined and decked boat is
fitted with a sort of capstan winch,
operated by the motor, and the en­
gine is so controlled by one man that
the propellor can be very slowly turn­
ed over or not at all, while the man
looks after the steering and the winch,
and no strain is laid upon the trawl
in hauling.

The larger motor craft and small
steamers, of which there is a goodly
number engaged in trawling, carry
from 4 to 12 dories, which are locally
built, after the style of American dor­
ies, but are claimed to be better con­
ditioned. At any rate I Should judge
it to be a very serviceable boat. Be­
fore the advent of the motor, fisher­
men in those waters suffered untold
hardships, and many harrowing tales
are told of experiences in open boats,
when they were driven off towards the
mainland and then back again, until
in many cases the occupants suc­
cumbed from cold and exposure. One
noticeable feature of the build of the
Norwegian boat is that they are all
“Pink” sterned, while the same ap­
plies to the schooners and larger
freighters, and our type of open
square sterned trap-boat is nowhere
to be seen, this is easily explained by
(the difference in the methods of fish­
ing and of the gear used to take the
fish.

Not all the fishermen build their
boats by any means, and I priced
some of the smaller types in a yard
where they were on sale, to find that
the small canoe cross-handed boat
costs 280 kroners or say $56.00, and
the price then climbs as the boat be­
comes larger, so that a decent sized
boat for any use to a Newfoundland
fisherman would cost more in Norway
than in Newfoundland.

Motor decked craft built of soft
wood are Very expensive as well, and
taking things all round, general fish­
ing supplies in gear, boats and mot­
ors, about the same conditions as to
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price exist in Norway as in Ncw-i
foundland.

As to the gear used in the catching
of cod, there is not a great variety,
and no new or very improved methods
are employed. The hand line fisher­
men use the same hook and lines as
do our men, except perhaps the lead
has an iron rod through it with an
eye at either end to which the line
and the leads are fastened. The jig­
ger is the same practically and the
trawl, while the Norwegian fisher­
man uses generally a wooden tray for
his trawl, instead of a tub, he also
uses a stick to hook on his hooks and
hangs up his trawl in this way when
not in use. The gill net seems to be
the most popular method of taking
cod when the school is on, and this
net is very similar to the one in use
by our fishermen, except perhaps that
in Norway glass gloves covered with
stout netting are used as floats, while
the nets themselves are deep or shal­
low, long or short as the operator
wishes. I noticed some gill nets were
made of linen twine, others were of
cotton and some of hank. During
the fishing season at Lafoten, the cod
appears to be very near the surface
and the nets are operated almost
afloat. The water is very deep around
those Islands, and although there is
a patch of ground where 60 to 80 fa­
thoms is found for the most part the
depth runs from one to two hundred
fathoms and much deeper, and gen­
erally this is around the Norwegian
Coast, and even in the Fjords. There
are no codtraps or codseines used in
Norway to take codfish, and, owing to
the great depth of water, I can very
well imagine that the use of such gear
would be impracticable; but the Nor-,
wegian fisherman himself is prejudic­
ed against the use of any methods
whereby larger quantities of fish
would be taken, and he reasons that
if larger quantities were caught, then 

the price would decline and the busi­
ness unremunerative.

The whole of the Norwegian Coast
is not only exceptionally well lighted
and buoyed, offering the best aids to
navigation possible, which allows the
coastal boats to run at full speed by
night as well as by day, but every
place is connected by telegraph, tele­
phone or wireless stations. Conse­
quently the fishermen are advised by
properly constituted officials of the
fish, and armies of these congregate
at different points, which means great
congestion. To facilitate those crowds
in the operation of their gear, a fish­
ery officer or extraordinary police­
man is with them, and he directs the
setting of the different gear, in allot­
ted sections, while nobody starts out
in the morning before six o’clock,
when this same official by the hoisting
of a flag, or the firing of a gun, no­
tifies the fleet to begin the hauling of
their gear, and in this way or other­
wise very disorderly conditions are
arrested if not entirely eliminated.

In order that the fishing may be
prosecuted around the Lafotens, it is
essential that a supply of bait must
be found for those operating, and the
fishermen themselves depend upon
others for their supply. The bait used
is chiefly herring, Loda (like our
caplin) squid, mussels, and what our
fishermen locally call “Cocks and
Hens,” and clams. The supplying of
bait has been a most profitable busi­
ness for those engaged in it. Small
smart steamers and motor craft are
employed to bring supplies from Fin-
marken and the Fjords. Squid is
found to be a good bait, but only the
“pip” of squid is used generally, and
there is great difficulty in finding any
supply of this article. Mussels are
also pried as bait, and I was told that
as much as $25,00 has been paid the
fishermen for half a barrel of shel­
led mussels. Herring is the chief 
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source of supply, and there is gener­
ally sufficient of this to be obtained.
Loda is another small fish which fre­
quents the coast of Finmarken, as
our caplin come to our shores and
generally contributes a large part o£
the supply. This Loda they say is,
our caplin, the same species and the
same fish, while I am convinced that
it is a different fish altogether. I
could not find anything but a decayed
specimen in Finmarken during my
visit there, except those preserved in,
liquid in the museums. The male fish
is very similar to our caplin but the
female fish to my mind is not.

From the descriptions I had given
me, of this fish, its rank odour and
its utter tastelessness, I decline to
believe it is the same as our caplin.

From what I saw of the coming in­
dustry in Norway and the methods
employed, to preserve, to me, unap­
petising fish, I feel convinced that the
Loda of Norway is not the caplin of
Newfoundland, but it is very similar
to what our fishermen term white fish.

Bait is not put up on ice, for the
simple reason that during winter it is
not necessary to do so, and it is at
this season the fishing is on.

The Finmarken fishery opens as a
rule just as the Lafoten season be­
comes slack, and a great many of the
fishermen who participated in the op­
erations of this most southern fishery,
move North to Finmarken to reap an­
other harvest in this section.

The Finmarken fishery takes on
more of the feature of our operations
upon Northern Labrador. The fish
being smaller than the Lafoten fish,
and the coast line of such great ex­
tent, the congestion is not so great.
But the facilities for gaining inform­
ation are the same, and the dissemina­
tion looked after officially, so that the
fishermen are not handicapped in
searching out favourable localities as
are the Labrador fishermen. In this
way, a great deal of the uncertainty 

in connection with Newfoundland fish­
ing is eliminated from that of Nor­
way.

In this section it seems to me that
people of all nationalities are scatter­
ed along the coast line and Fjords
and the town of Hammerfest for in­
stance presents a most interesting
study to the stranger. The habits of
the majority of the people appear very
different to those even of the La-
fotens, and here even a more diver­
sified class of boat is seen some of
them most peculiarly built, which I
confess my inability to intelligently
describe.

It is in this district the Lapps are
found, and I thought the habits of
those people were not unlike the hab­
its of our Labrador Esquimaux. Their
camps along the coasts and Fjords re­
minded one very much of similar
scenes met with upon Labrador, ex­
cept that Reindeer would take the
place of dogs, and yet the dogs were
in evidence, but not in great numbers.
The dress of these people comprised
of skins and furs, intermixed with col­
oured fabrics, very diversified, pre­
sented a most unusual and peculiar
sight.

A most unusual condition prevailed
in Finmarken before the War, and
the Norwegian Government was most
considerate in its dealings with this
Nordland people, .taking into consid-
eraton their very northern situation
and that their living depended upon
the fisheries the success of which was
not always a certainty. This country
borders upon Russia at its North East­
ern part, and a great deal of its trade
was with Russia before the War. The
Government did not enforce the re­
venue laws, but allowed a system of
free trade so that the bulk of the
produce of the. fisheries found its way
into Northern Russia. Russian trad­
ing craft had a free hand and travers­
ed the coast of Finmarken with car­
goes of lumber, flour and general 
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merchandise, exchanging them foq
cargoes of fishing products, furs, etc.

During the War, those conditions
were revoked and have not since been
revived, so that the Finmarkens ap­
pear to be hard hit in this respect and
they entertain a feeling of illtreat-
ment in this way, and there is con­
siderable unrest in this quarter fost­
ered by Bolshevists, who manage to
visit here and propagate their per­
nicious doctrines. I really think thq
fishermen of this district enjoy the
special consideration of the Govern­
ment.

Fishing along this great stretch of
coast is prosecuted under very dif­
ferent conditions, in April, May and
June and even July, to those at the
Lafotens, because the season is not so
rigid and the days grow longer quick­
ly, until in July the sun is shining at
midnght as at noonday. Bait is plenti­
ful. Loda for the early part of the
season run to the shores in immense
shoals, as do caplin and herring in
Newfoundland and is very plentiful.

It is in this section that the bulk of
the klipfish or split codfish is cured,
and hence this is the product that
comes into competition with that of
Newfoundland. The process of split­
ting and salting is very similar in
Norway to that in Newfoundland, but
it is the excepton rather than the rule
for the Norwegian fisherman to cure
his own fish. There are quite a num­
ber of men owning their own vessels
and outfits, who catch and salt their
voyages, and then take the cargoes to
places where the fish is dried as is
done in Newfoundland, but as a rule,
lit is in the production of the cured
'article that the busines differs. The
[fisherman of Norway, brings his day’s
icatch to the producer who is general­
ly the exporter or his agent, and
makes his bargain, either so much
per kilo, or so much per 100 fish, with
or without the livers, as the case may
be, and having made the sale, he de­

livers his catch and is through with
it. Sometimes the fishermen agrees
to take out the livers and guts, par­
ticularly when a big school is on, and
the dressing crew of the purchaser is
rushed, but the head and sound bone
is always left to the buyer, who dries
them to dispose of to the fertilizing
plant, where they are converted into
fish meal, fertilizer and glue. When
I told those people that in Newfound­
land and Labrador our fishermen al­
lowed those to drop into the sea as
waste products, they were shocked,
and could not at all understand such
waste of valuable products.

The throating and heading is gen,
erally done as our fishermen perform
the operation on the banks, in a tub,
and the fish is then placed upon a
table for the splitter, but the salter,
in curing for klip-fish, is considered
the principal man.

The gills are very often taken from
the fish as they are caught, and this
is the bleeding process we have heard
of.

The splitter open his fish 'to the
very tip of the tail always, and as a
rule, he cuts through two or more
joints of the sound bone in the oper­
ation of removing it, which, to my
mind, does not add anything to its
appearance.

The fish is not always washed from
the knife, but when this is done it is
properly drained before salting and I
find the usual quantity -of salt used
is 6 barrels to 40 barrels of fish.

In curing for stock fish, which is
the usual cure for the bulk of the
Lafoten fish, all the fish are not open­
ed from the throat, but the knife Is
entered just below the fins and then
down in the usual way. Seeing a
good deal of fish cured in this way, I
asked the reason, and was told that
some of the markets preferred the
fish cured in this manner.

The curing of stock-fish is very sim­
ple and crude indeed, the fish being 
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simply throated and headed, remov­
ing the guts, then thoroughly washed
in Fresh water, tied two together at
the tails and thrown across a very
smoothly planed quite heavy longer,
which rests upon stout beams. Those
fish are not removed until thoroughly
cured. It is considered useless to
hang fish for stock cure later than
early April and the process occupies
(three or four months according to
weather conditions.

One of the largest producers of
stock-fish at the Lafotens explained
this process to me, and took me
through his stores, which were then
packed to their capacity, and I could
not refrain from remarking that there
was no smell of stale or slimy fish,
and he laughed when told, and said:
“Nay, nay, beautiful and fresh.” He
(then brought two samples and tap­
ped them with a stick when I noticed
the sound from one was as if a hollow
stick were tapped, and he explained
that was the test; the hollow sound­
ing one was spoiled in the cure and
was hung too late in the season.

This gives me the impression that
on account of climatic conditions, and
the season when our fish is caught,
Newfoundland cannot produce stock­
fish, but I would strongly advise that
an attempt be made while fishing is
being done early in the year at our
Western ports.

Could we produce good stock-fish in
Newfoundland, a good deal of our
troubles with split fish would be over­
come, and our markets for that ar­
ticle, would be relieved to the extent
of stock-fish production, and from
what L have learned, I have the opin­
ion that' the market for stock fish is
very large, indeed particularly in It­
aly and South America.

In Norway, particularly at the La­
fotens, stock-fish is considered spoil?
ed, if left upon the sticks later than
10th to 12th June, and when cured 

the cuticle is a veritable club, being
so hard and dry and tough.

Of the 30 odd millions of fish caught
at the Lafotens this season, only five
millions were cured as klip-fish. One
thing is very remarkable in connec­
tion with the size of ths fish and that
is its uniformity for one sees no small
fish and there is no observable differ­
ence as to the length or weight. This
fish also struck me as being thin fish
and not well fleshed, and this is ac­
counted for in this way; that the fish
come around these Islands to spawn,
and are not therefore in the best con­
dition, while at the same time, there
tire no schools of bait fishes with
them.

It will be observed that in the pro­
duction of split fish in Norway, the
producer has a very decided advantage
over the Newfoundland producer, be­
cause of the waste products in heads
and sound bones being converted into
a marketable article, which yielded the
producer this season a fraction over
5c. per pound, while the value of
those products when converted into
articles of commerce, such as cattle
feed, meal, guano, glue, etc., contri­
butes quite a sum to the annual value
of. Norway's exports.

To view the immense piles of dried
cods heads and sound bones at the
Converting Plants, simply astonishes
one.

There are large quantities of fish
similar to cod which, are taken and
cured both for export and local con­
sumption. such as Sei (which I term­
ed black cod) quite large in size and
which is cured as stock-fish. Then
there are haddocks in goodly numbers
and of all sizes which are mostly con­
sumed locally, but a large quantity is
exported, while large quantities are
smoked as well.

Oure (called red cod) is another
very well flavoured eating fish, which
is split open and pickled in barrels.
This is a red fish with large protrud-
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ing eyes, and quite short and thick
and is much prized by Norwegians.
While another fish similar to Cusk or
Hake is caught in quite good num­
bers, and is cured as stock-fish, being
split through the back to within three
inches of the tail, and with the sound
bone removed before it is hung for
pure.

From an exporter in one of the
towns of Finmarken I find that new
split fish is rarely if ever ready for
export earlier than the middle of
June, under most favourable circum­
stances and generally the end of July
is looked upon as the opening of the
exportation season. Some of the
earlier caught fish at Lafoten may be
ready by June 1st but a very small
quantity and any shipments made
earlier is usually stock held over from
the previous season.

Another product of the Lafoten fish­
ery is the Cod Roe, which is canned in
considerable quantities and salted as
well.

I find that in all the handling of
fish of every kind in Norway, ex­
treme care is taken to handle it as an
article of food should be handled, and
in the preparation of dried cod fish,
particularly in the washing, every par­
ticle of blood is removed, while the
blood is washed and brushed off every
nape, and the backs of the fish ap­
pear to receive even more care than
the faces.

The beaches and rocks where the
fish are spread, receive every atten­
tion with brooms as well, while the
fish are always piled upon movable
plank stands, and care is taken to al­
ways lay the fish perfectly flat in
bulk and pile.

Many steamers and motor vessel^
with dressing crews are sent by the
klip fish exporters and curers to thq
different places where the fish is
caught, those vessels have the dress­
ing crews and salt for curing the car­
goes. When the cargoes are obtain­

ed, they are taken to the Fjords where
the Islands are bare of turf to be cur­
ed, or to some southern port, such as
Alaasuna or Christiansuna, where the
owners have beaches and drying hous­
es, and the fish is treated in the very
same maner as in Newfoundland.

I have not seen a flake in Norway,
and only at Alasuna did I see any­
thing approaching a hand flake, cov­
ered with wire netting, and here too
for the first time I saw what I con­
cluded was being made for soft cure
fish, to imitate our Labrador.

This fish has evidently been soaked
in pickle, very white and of large size,
but was very rough and to my mind
was a very poor imitation of the real
Labrador article.

I noticed as well that they have
quite a bit of sunburnt fish here,
while T am told that "mites” or dun
is quite a common trouble, and the
only remedy they use for the latter is
to brush the stuff off.

I may now state authoritatively that
no chemicals whatever are used in
the cure of stock or clip fish in Nor­
way. The Pure Food Law forbids its
use, while the curers have evidently
never used any in any way, and the
same conditions apply to the produc­
tion of Medicinal Oil.

In the production of Medicinal and
Cod Liver Oil, every producer of cur­
ed codfish generally participates, and
has his plant in connection with his
warehouses, but there are gome quite
large factories in this business, such
as we do not see in Newfoundland,
and it appeared to me that the bulk
of the livers were treated for Medi­
cinal Oil.

The boilers used and the means em­
ployed to produce this oil are very
similar- to those employed in New­
foundland, except perhaps more lab­
our saving devices are employed in
Norway. Presses are for instance,
constructed in a different way, and the 
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bags are filled by machinery and not
by hand.

Several firms possessing factories,
all claim to turn out the best pro­
ducts, and also to possess a secret for
the non-freezing process.

While at Sralveer, I noticed a very
large building of stone and concrete
upon the point near the pier, and up­
on enquiry I was told that this was a
Medicinal Oil Factory.

There was no gaining admission to
this place, and I was told it was the
only one of its kind in Norway. The
method or treatment is a German pro­
duction, and a German Chemist was
in charge and although the factory
had entered upon its second year of
production, none of its products had
so far, been placed upon the market.
The claim of this factory is that it
produces an article perfectly “Neu­
tral” to the taste without the least
flavour, while at the same time, it
possesses all the properties which
makes its use so beneficial. While on
this subject I may here state that
some of the parties interested told me
that some large French buyers of the
Norwegian product prefer the first
rendevingo or skimmings of Cod Liv­
er Oil to the auto-freezing article.

We seem to have gained the impres­
sion in Newfoundland that the cod
fisheries of Norway are the most pro­
ductive of the national wealth, but
from what I have seen in making the
circuit of its long coast line, I am of
opinion that the cod fishery forms
only one of its many valuable fisher­
ies. One can perhaps explain this
mis-conception in this way—that the
products of the cod fishery are tohse
which compete with ours in the same
markets.

The herring and mackerel fisheries
are of such volume as to astonish one,
particularly the former, and if I were
asked which was the most valuable
fishery of Norway, I would be led to
answer the herring fishery, for such 

vast quantities are taken and such a
large sum is invested in steamers,
motor vessels and gear as to impress
one that way.

At every point along the South and
West Coasts, particularly, fleets of
small steamers, from 80 to 200 tons
were moored in rows, while there
were very many motor crafts as well
tied up in the same manner, and when
one asked for what purpose they were
used, the answer came: They were
all employed in the Herring Fishery,
but now that there was no market for
herring, the whole outfit was tied up.
Then the coast is dotted from one end
to another with immense factories of
most solid construction (generally
stone and concrete) and those were
pointed out as Herring Factories.

The Fisheries Department says at)
average take of Herring is one and
one half million barrels per annum,
and that perhaps the larger part of
this quantity was converted into gu­
ano, feed meal and oil, which means
a very large contribution to the
values of this great country’s pro­
ductions.

I was much interested in watching
this fishery because of the experience
I had with herrings in the Straits of
Belle Isle quite a few years ago, when
we enclosed thousands of barrels at
a time with seines. I remember as
well the actions of our Fishery Board
in forbidding the use of the seine, and
the close seasons and Other regula­
tions enacted and enforced to protect
our Herring Fishery, and still the her
ring practically forsook their old

' haunts along Labrador and the Straits
of Belle Isle, and other centres along
our coast line.

I described the conditions as well
as I could to the scientists of the
Fishery Department and asked them
for a reason as to this desertion of the
herring, but they could offer no opin­
ion upon my statements of bare facts.
I expressed my consternation at the 
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practices in vogue In Norway, and 1
asked if similar conditions to ours
were not anticipated, thiose men smil­
ed at the suggestion, saying those
conditions were continuing from year
to year, and yet there were no diminu­
tion of the schools. Thousands of bar­
rels of immature herring were being
taken and brought to those factories,
where they were first boiled and the
oil extracted, then pressed for the re­
sidue of loil, and then ground into meal
and guano. Herrings of all quantities
and sizes are accepted at all seasons,
and at all points along the long coast
line and factories are still in course
of erection. I was informed those her­
rings produce from 10 to 15 per cent.
of their bulk in oil, and the fatter the
herring the most acceptable are they.

At first I was filled with a feeling
of consternation, and was regularly
shocked to find that this valuable food
fish was caught in this way for reduc­
tion at those factories and I expressed
myself along those lines, but I was
told that I had the wrong idea alto­
gether, that this idea was antiquated
and not in keeping with the times. The
argument was: Why should fish, cap­
able of producing so many necessary
articles to our civilization and so
much wealth, be allowed to come to
our doors and no effort be made to
utilize them, and I confess that I am
now a convert to that idea.

I believe I see here quite a source
of wealth to the fishermen of New­
foundland, as well as good investment
for capital.

The fertilizer is quite valuable in
itself, while the feed meal, known in
Norway as Herring Flour, has been
proven a splendid article of food for
cattle and hogs, while the oil itself U
quite an odour about those fac-
herring at the factories were about
$1.60 per barrel and while there was
was quite an odour about those fac­
tories and in the neighbourhood, still
very little of the materials and pro­

ducts were handled by workmen. Her­
ring Oil was about $235.00 per tun.

The purse-seine Is a favourite means
to take Herring in Norway, and those
seines are huge. Motor schooners and
steamers are equipped with those
seines, often two for a ship, with very
large seine boats fitted with rollers,
over which the seine is run out, and
with winches for hauling up the bot­
tom and arm lines. There is often as
well a smaller motor boat which car­
ries a smaller seine or spiller, and
often these seines overtake a school
of fish where they can moor to the
land and so “bar” large quantities.
The whole outfit is ponderous and
quite expensive.

Steamers and motors are again sup­
plied with long fleets of drift nets and
those operate in the offing while the
stationary fisherman has his nets
where our people have and moor them
small herring are taken with seines.
in favourable places.

In this connection I may say, that 1
made enquiries as to the cure of Nor­
wegian canned and pickled herring,
and I was told that only herring tak­
en with a seine and “barred” could
produce the good No. 1 article.

The herring should be confined in
the seine for at least three days be­
fore being hauled out for cure. The
reasons given for this were: that the
“stomach of the herring must be emp­
tied” in order that the fish will keep
and be of good flavour, and while en­
closed for this length of time in the
seine, the fish feed upon themselves
empty their stomachs—then the “gilt
and heart” alone are easily extracted,

•and as much of the blood as possible
goes into the brine to keep the flavor
of the fish, soaking into it. I secured
a sample of the pincers used in Nor­
way for the operation of removing the
gills and heart.

A great deal of mackerel could have
been taken this season, but the price
was low and the fishermen did not
catch any quantities to cure. The fish 
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were very good for size but were not
fat.

In teh salting of the herring, I- find
the usual calculation is one barrel of
salt to four barrels of herring.

During the war, an agreement was
entered into between the British and
Norwegian governments, so that the
produce of the Norwegian fisheries as
well as all other products of the coun
try would be controlled by the state
and not allowed to go to the Central
Powers.

By this agreement the Norwegian’
government bought all the fishery
products, principally stock and split
fish, herring and oil, under British in­
spection and with British gold, and at
very high prices. I believe the stan­
dard was set according to offers from
Germany.

When the war ended enormous
stocks of fish, particularly klip fish
and herring had accumulated through
out Norway, and the warehouses were
practically filled, while immense bulks
of barrelled were in evidence every­
where

Once peace terms were arranged,
the idea prevailed that an enormous
demand would be made for this fish at
once, and an open market created in
Germany, Austria, Finland and Rus­
sia, and the British government stop­
ped buying, reselling its stocks in
Norway to the government, at a loss
of millions.

Then another fishing season was
about to open, and the government of
Norway, in order to sustain prices,
and to alleviate the clamour of those
interested, was compelled to purchase
the catch of 1919, and that season’s
production was not delivered until
July 1920.

I saw and handled this split fish as
it was being delivered to the ware­
houses by the curers, and it was poor
stuff to say the least of it.

In, September there was about 10,-
OOOtons of this' article still with the
government, and every effort was be­

ing made to dispose of it, special ag­
ents being sent out to Spain, Portu­
gal, Italy, and I believe South Ameri­
ca. Quite a quantity I learn, was
disposed of or arrangements were
made for its acceptance on consign­
ment. To my mind, fully 40 per cent.
of this article, if not more, will even­
tually find its way to fertilizing plants
and a great many of the exporters en­
dorse that opinion.

There are at the same time, fully
one and a half million (1,500,000) bar­
rels of herring in the hands of the
state, as well, and although. arrange­
ments were being made with Ger­
many for the export of quantities of
this stock, yet a large amount of this
stock must as well be converted into
fertilizer.

There appeared to be demoraliza­
tion in the export fish trade of Nor­
way during August, but during Sep­
tember things appeared to brighten
considerably.

From one dealer I had the cost of
klip-fish to the government, which I
figured would be about §9.50 per qtl.
delivered to warehouses, and the
freight to Portugal he said, would be
nearly §1.60 per quintal, and to Italy
nearly §3.00 per quintal. In preparing
or shipping dry codfish for market,
there is no compulsory government in
spection and the exporter selects the
different parcels for the different mar­
kets from his stocks through his own
culler or inspector, but if he wishes to
verify his inspection, he can call a
government official to- do so.

The No. 1 quality of klip-fish, or
what he considers first quality, he cal­
culates for the Havanna market, the
next for Spain, Portugal, Italy and
Brazil, while the next he considers he
can market in Argentine, Chili and
Brazil.

I was told that a London firm had
offered 60 pounds stg. per ton for a
lot of 100 tons, delivered in London
for export to Chili, but that this firm
in Norway wanted SO pds. stg. which I 
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thought was an excellent price in­
deed, but the deal was not made upon
those terms.

Heretofore the shipments to Argen­
tina and Chili were made in the lined
cases, but now such packages are
found to be too costly, and only the
wood cases are used, while the quan­
tity per case is regulated by the pur­
chaser's demand. The same applies
to Brazil, and I did not see our pack­
ages in evidence anywhere. In tact,
all packed fish appeared to be cased.
and I was told that in some cases a
special paper lining is used.

Stock-fish is usually baled; the fish
being packed heads to tails, and presl
sed tight, then bound with three or
four wire binders, similar to those we
find around baled hay. The quanti­
ties are 50 kilos or are about one qtl.
to the bundle, but weights are regu­
lated according to the requirements of
the different markets. The napes are
covered at both ends with brin sewed
to the first wire, and the branding is
done upon the brin before it is put in
place. This process applies to all the
stock-fish markets. Some of the Ital­
ian dealers have of late demanded that
the tails be cut off and the tips of tlie
napes, and this is done after bailing
the fish with a broad axe, all the cut­
tings being saved for the fertilizing
plants.

It is my firm conviction that the
Norwegian producer and exporter pro­
duces a very much cheaper article in
stock or split fish than is produced in
Newfoundland

De also hardies the product more
expr-ditiously and cheaply as well. Ifl
the fust place the. warehouses both
tor receiving the. round fish from the
fishermen and also for receiving the
finished dry product and again for
shipping out for export, are built up­
on stone or concrete foundations close
to the water front, where vessels cr
steamers may discharge or load car­
goes at the warehouse doors.

Along ttie South and West C-T ts

'■if'' is very '.u ,e rise and fall In the
tides sc that the ground floors of the
warehouses arj very little above the
water. I noticed there was always
some dunnage underneath the bulks of
cured fish, while the fish was laid per
iectly flat in the bulk.

I noticed tha: dried codli'h while
I e:>.g discharged fr m schemers was
scarcely handle 1 n yaffles at all as in
Newfoundland, but box as with rope
;< ops at either -nil were filled In the
holds of the schemers ant then hoi sl­
ed to the war’ll >i,e where it was
thrown upon the <:u, lag table, and in
the majority of mses, women we e do­
ing the culling. Then the fish was
placed upon a barrow for weighing,
then placed upon a scale by two boys
or women. The system of weighing
being different to ours, usually 40 to
50 kilos, 88 and 110 1-4 pounds, the
barrowing is not such heavy work,
and women do a great deal of this
work from start to finish, but of
course, quite a number of men are em­
ployed as well.

There is very little drying or second
handling of dried fish except by light­
er and the passing by hand eliminat­
ed by the hoist. I imagine those hoists
are operated by electricity, as power
can be obtained now almost every
where throughout the country and is
very cheap.

The one great advantage the ex­
porters of Norway possess over those
of Newfoundland is the means of trans
portation, and her proximity to Euro­
pean markets. A list of steamship
lines operating in Norway was given
me by Mr. Brodewick, the obliging and
courteous manager of the C.P.R. at
Kristiannia, which is appended to this
report. This list will show that when
at any time practically any exporter
of Norway wishes to send forward a
parcel of fish, either to a European
market, to the West Indies or Brazil
Argentina, Chile or Peru, he can do
so, and he can also calculate the time
of arrival at its destination.
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He. also has this advantage, that the
parcel may he largg or small, and in
this way he is able to cater to the
needs of the smaller dealer. Many of
those exporters were complaining bit­
terly of the outward freight rates, but
those rates were becoming easier. The
exporter is only four days journey
from Portugal or Spain.

Many of the large exporting firms
of Norway have as well, branch bus­
iness in many of the large shipping
ports of those countries, to which they
send fish and the consignments are
therefore looked after by those branch
es, while trade is drummed up as well
Some of the firms have branches in
Rio de Janeiro or Pernambuco, Buenos
Aires, and one of the Lafoten firms
had a representative in Genoa, while
one of the partners of an Oporto firm
was doing business in Christiannia. A
large dealer in Svalren told me his
son was then travelling in South Am­
erica.

Norway as a nation consumes a
good deal of the produce of those coun
tries to which she sends her fishing
products. She imports quite a lot of
coffee from Brazil, hides from Argen­
tina, and a good deal of olive oil and
tomato which she uses in her canner­
ies from Italy. A lot of Port Wine was
also imported from Portugal and
Spain, before she enacted her ProhibR
tion Law, and while I was in Nor­
way, both of those countries gave no­
tice of a 25 per cent, duty on her dried
fish in retaliation of her exclusion of
their wines. A commission was at
once dispatched to meet representa­
tives of those countries for a confer­
ence, the result of which I have yet to
learn.

Since writing the above, I find the
Norwegian Commissioners have re­
turned to Norway, and they were un­
successful in obtaining any commer­
cial treaty.

In making any attempt to describe
the Fisheries Department of Norway,
it might be said that this department 

had the distinction of being the second
of its kind in the world, first place be
ing accorded the Fisheries Department
of Scotland and Edinburgh. The De­
partment is constructed upon non-po-
litical lines, the Minister of Marine &
Fisheries being in Kristiannia while
the Fisheries Department is at Bergen,
presided over by a Director who con­
trols the Department and advises the
government of its working and needs.

I was fairly over-whelmed with
manuscript and reports covering the
fisheries of Norway, which reports are
tendered with this report, but as such
documents are all printed in language
of the country, they would need be
translated in order to be’ intelligently
understood. A copy of the Fisheries
Budget is appended herewith, which
was given in English, and will give an
idea of the construction of this De
partment and of the amount of its
disbursements for the year 1920 and
1921.

I may here remark that this is the
only document which was obtainable
for current year. None of the other
reports on statistics have not yet
been printed.

The Director talked over many mat­
ters in connection with the fisheries
of both our countries, and he appear­
ed very well informed as to our do­
ings. He was very interested in our
Fishery Inspection Laws and Export
Regulations, copy of which he had in
his possession, which he was having
printed and distributed, and he was
calling a meeting of the Fisheries
Council to discuss them, with a view
to suggesting Regulations for Nor­
way, along the same lines, as he ap­
peared to favour such himself.

Beside the general business depart­
ment. with a large staff of clerks and
stenographers, (about 12 to 15 I
should say) there is a Department of
Scientific Research, and a Technolog­
ical Laboratory as well as a Depart­
ment of Development, each being staf­
fed with scientists in their special
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branches, and with assistance and
stenographers.

A large building is now in course
of erection to be the home of this De­
partment, plans of which were given
me, and which I tender herewith.

I was much interested in the me­
thod employed to find the age of the
fish and it was demonstrated to me by
Mr. Swed. The scales were taken
from line fish, and sent to the Depart­
ment, accompanying them being a de­
scription of the fish—its length in
millimeters, weight, sex, and condi­
tions whether active or normal. Those
scales with particulars are carefully-
placed in small luvds upon which par­
ticulars are noted also when taken
and where.

The scale is covered with a solution
of glycerine and put upon a glass
slide. This slide placed under a mi-

^croscope operated with electricity
shows a perfect picture upon a white
screen, revealing certain very distinct
lines or circles, each of which means
one year’s life, and in counting those
lines or circles, the number gives the
age of the fish.

I saw both cod and herring scales,
placed underneath this machine, and
it was quite simple to find the age of
the fish they were taken from.

The work of taking those scales for
the Department devolves upon the In­
spectors, of which there are five (5,
for the country. These Inspectors are
not employed for the purpose their
names would imply to us, for they do
not pass upon the qualities of fish
caught, but their duties are to assist
fishermen by disseminating informa­
tion regarding the movements of fish
and to explain to them the Laws en­
acted for their guidance and protec­
tion.

I asked the opinion of the Scientists
with regard to the increase and as­
sistance of propagation of codfish by
artificial means, such as hatcheries,
and he replied that the Department
was not decided as to whether the fish 

cries could be augmented by artificial
hatching. In substantiation of this
statement, he said that the Department
was only operating one small hatch­
ery which was still considered in an
experimental stage, the construction
and operation of which was explained
to me.

This hatchery taeks the form of a
salt water pond, where by a pumping
arrangement, the water is kept fresh
and in motion so as to keep the voe or
ova afloat or near the surface, in
which position it is always found in
the open sea to develop naturally.
Once this fry is developed and given
its freedom, it has to run the chance
of fry naturally developed under cir­
cumstances which render it healthier
and stronger. There has been no ap­
preciable increase of cod in the neigh
bourhood to justify the development
of this hatchery, or establishment of
others.

This hatchery is situated on the
South Coast, and after seeing photo­
graphs of the place and hearing the
officials report regarding it, I did not
visit the place. A report is attached.

The Department of Research has the
steamer "Michael Soos" under its
charge, which vessel is equipped with
.fishing gear and apparatus for all
kinds of scientific investigation. This
ship is getting old and expensive to
maintain, and is being replaced with
a motor ship, plans of which were
^cindly given me, and are with this
report.

While listening to these men talk Of
the ocean currents, depths, and tem­
peratures, etc., I asked them if they

Jcould forecast where the school of fish
would strike, knowing as they would
where conditions were right and ideal.
The answer was “No we cannot, but
we can tell if the coming season
would be a good or a poor one.” The
gentleman said, they had intelligently
calculated the volume of the schools
from year to year, from the ages of
the cod frequenting the localities, and 
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other statistics in their possession,
and volunteered the statement that the
next season’s ilshing would be better
than this, or that the school would be
larger.

In connection with this Department
two Mercantile Agencies are estab­
lished. One in Hamburg, and the oth­
er in Hull. Those agencies keep the
Department informed as to the fishing
operations being carried on in the
countries where they are situated, the
conditions of the markets in thosi
countries, as well as all other matters
pertaining to the marketing of the
fishery products of Norway and every
other matter of interest which would
be helpful to producers and exporters
alike.

I may say that I met the represen­
tative at Hull, Mr. Johnston, who im­
pressed me as a gentleman, well in­
formed in the business methods of his
country, as well as their possession,

These gentlemen, along with
special commercial agents, who col­
lect information in the different cen­
tres of Norway, form an organization,
whose advice and suggestions are most
valuable and afford the Norwegian ex­
porter an admirable means of infor­
mation.

It must not be forgotten that the
local markets of Norway for all kinds
of fish and qualities, of cure are con­
siderable, for • the Norwegians are a
fish eating people.

Fish of all kinds and cures are offer­
ed, and disposed of in those markets,
line-fish, dead fish, smoked, salted and
dried, and it surprises one to see the
quantities of small cod and haddock,
crabs and prawns which are so care­
fully handled and sold daily.

The canning industry of Norway is
as well an extensive business, and
while Stavenger is considered head­
quarters for this industry, yet canner­
ies are in operation all along the coast
line.

The canning of Norwegian sardines,
which are nothing more than imma­

ture herring, is quite an industry of
itself, and while the producer is now
forbidden by law to label his product,
sardines, yet the business suffers no
decline.

Larger Herring, Brisling, Crabs,
Lobster, Fish Balls, Fish Soup, Cod
Roes, Salmon etc., are all canned, and
the industry is quite extensive, while
it enhances the value of the fish and
contributes quite an item to the statis­
tics of the country’s exports.

The fish exporters of Norway meet
regularly at central points, and dis­
cuss matters very thoroughly in con­
nection with their business and ship­
ments, and they keep the commercial
agents very busy answering inquiries
and giving them advice with regard to
markets and conditions in fish produc­
ing countries.

From all that I could gather, I find
that there is no acute competition
among exporters that would lead to
the congestion of over supply of our
markets, and indiscriminate ship­
ping to one port does not occur; but
shipments are regulated by the in­
quiries received, and there seems to be
be a feeling of mutual confidence
among the exporters themselves which
regulates shipments.

The meeting at Froudihen early in
August, was I be ’jve, veiv interest­
ing, because of a discussion on the
“Regulations ->f Non found and" and
the manifestation f a desire to ent
the con -.ign a nt of shipments upon a
cash against document basis.

The exporters of dry salted codfish
in Norway have, and are yet having
trouble, with dun and red fish, and I
made special Inquiries as to'the meth­
ods used to eradicate them. I unit
’hat chemists and scientists have been
making investigations, and a gentle­
man from London was brought over to
investigate and with regard to "dun’’
the conclusion reached was that *>.<•
infection was had from the rocks and
places where the fish was dried, and
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•i thorough disinfectant was advised,
but the trouble has not been eradicat­
ed.

As to pink or red fish, it was though’.
that perhaps the infection might have
come from the salt, and the holds of
salt carriers as well as the salt stores,
were disinfected, but this trouble has
not been eliminated either.

The Seal Fishery tcc is quite an im­
portant industry in Norway and a
large sum is invested in ships and
gear for its prosecution. When one,
however, is conversant with the out­
lay in Newfoundland, and the type of
ship and gear employed, be is rather
surprised when he is shown the class
of steamer and motor vessel employed
by the Norwegian. ....

When first I detected this ship In
going along the West Coast, and then,
only by the “Crows Nest” at the mast
head, and was told it was a sealing
ship, I was not a little surprised at
the size.

The steamers may be about 150 to
200 tons, perhaps smaller, while the
motor vessels are as a rule, smaller.
—numbers of them I should judge be­
ing 70 to 80 tons.

There must be a fleet all round of
fully one hundred or more, motor ves­
sels, principally, engaged in this fish­
ery, all of which are sheathed and T
suppose, specially strengthened in a
way, but the method of catching seals
is very different to ours and the ships
are not “powered” to force the floes.
The seals are usually shot upon the
ice, by men put out in boa.ts, and the
pelts are taen on board in boats, while
the ship lays by the floe. Not more
than 15 to 25 men form a crew, and
the pelts are skinned on board, the
skin being salted, while the fat is cut
up and put in barrels or tanks.

The proceeds of last season was ov­
er one hundred thousand skins, with
a corresponding, amount of blubber.
One vessel brought home over 600
barrels of fat, and 3000 skins, after a
four weeks trip, which was a record.

The owner outfits the vessel, and
makes advances as needed to the
crew, and of late years, the owner
gets G7 per cent, of the value of the
voyage, and the crew the 33 per cent.
while gunners are paid two to three
hundred kilo extra. The captains get
6 per cent and 1 and half share. A
good many walrus and norwhales are
picked up by those vessels, and it was
said that last season’s voyage, altho
successful was unprofitable. I was
told that one firm in Tromso, the head­
quarters for the fishery, had in store
the skins of two seasons’ catch.

From all that I could learn, ths
seals taken by those ships are of a
different species altogether from ours;
they are generally of the hood species.
The blubber is subjected to a heating
process in order to extract the oil, but
it is not treated to any refining pro­
cess.

They have what they term a Fish­
eries Council in Norway, which is met
by the Director of Fisheries once a
year. This Council consists of 20
members or representatives. Those 20
men are selected by representatives
of Heralds or small Councils, and
those smaller Councils are compose*
of men elected by small districts, with
which the 20 electoral districts are
subdivided, besides the towns of Ber­
gen or Tromdjiem, which both have
a representative upon the Council.

Those small Councils elect men to
a fish Council or District Council (I
term it) and again, this Fish Council
select a Fisheries Council.

The subordinate Councils meet reg­
ularly and discuss all matters connect
ed with the fisheries, which specially
concern and apply to their localities,
and they impart their views to the Dis­
trict Councils, through the representa­
tives they send to those Councils,
when again those Councils further dis­
cuss the matters and make investiga­
tions and report to the Fish Council,

.who finalb’ pass their reports to the
general Fisheries Council.
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This Fisheries Council is summon­

ed to meet once a year in Bergen by
the Directors of the Fisheries who ac­
cepts their views and every matter in
connection with the fishing business
is here thoroughly weighed and medl
dated upon, and the decisions of the
Fisheries Council are then passed to
the Storthing or Parliamentary Com­
mittee, on National Industries, which
sends them to Parliament. Those re­
commendations scarcely ever fail to
become the law of the nation.

It must be remembered here, that
every matter, before being submitted
to the Norwegian Parliament, must be
considered by the proper Committee
whose function it is to bring the mat
ter before Parliament for its discus­
sion and decision. The fishermen
through those Councils command the
ear of Parliament, and as all the Dis­
trict Constituencies except two or
three are specially interested in the
fisheries. Parliament is particularly
generous in dealing with all matters
pertaining to this great natural indus­
try and fosters it in every conceivable
way.

There is no State Insurance, nor
any Old Age Pension Scheme, but
there is a Fishermen’s Insurance un­
der the direction of the Fisheries De-
partment.

Fishermen participating in this
scheme, pay a yearly tax on fee of 2
1-2 kroner and in case of death, his de­
pendents get 2,000 kroner.

The Employees’ Liability Lak takes
in the Fisheries as well as the Trades,
and claims for disablement at the Fish
eries are adjusted under it. The poor
are taken care of in excellent houses
provided in different towns and dis-
districts.

There is also a system of----- Loans,
for assisting fishermen to procure mo­
tor boats. The fisherman wishing to
take advantage of this scheme, makes
application to the Fisheries Depart­
ment, stating his position, the cost of
the craft, the amount he is able to 

put down towards the purchase or
building of such, then the government
appraiser certifies the value of the
proposed craft.

The applicant pays his amount,
gives the Department a mortgage for
the balance, agrees to keep the craft
insured and to pay 2 1-2 per cent, in­
terest on the loan the second year.
The fisherman gets the amount he
needs, and is allowed 10 to 12 years in
which to repay the amount. A scheme
to include fishing gear with the schoon
er is now mooted.

I was informed this scheme was
working well, and there were no de­
linquents, but the amounts were an­
nually being returned and as regularly
going out again in the same channel.

There were no Licenses extracted
from the fishermen using gear of any
kind, and no special taxes imposed up­
on them.

Hospital ships and nurses are sup­
plied by the Fisheries Department for
Lafoten and Finmarken, when the seas
on is on, and a tax amounting to about
10 cents per cwt. of fish is? collected
from the producers or exporters to de
fray the cost of this service.

In the matter of education, Norway
to my mind excels. The system of
Public Schools provided all over the
country is admirable, and the per cent
age of illiteracy must be exceedingly
small, for if you can write a phrase in
the Norwegian language, any child
man or woman you meet can read it.
The school buildings are models of
their ‘kind, and are mostly construct­
ed of brick, stone or concrete with re­
creation grounds and beautiful patch­
es of flowers surrounding them.

All masters or skippers of craft are
supposed to have certificates for their
different services and areas—coasting,
foreign going pilots, engineers, etc.

In order to facilitate the obtaining
of these certificates, navigation
schools are provided in every seaport
where certificates can be obtained and
where the tuition is free. It is only 
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when a sailor sits for an examination
to obtain a Master Mariner’s Certifi­
cate for foreign trading, that he is ask
ed to pay a nominal fee of 10 kr.,
while special courses for mariners,
and other Engineers and Mechanics
are provided in Technical Schools at
Trondjem and Bergen, Curriculum of
which is tendered herewith. This
school at Trondjem may be said to be
part of the University and is splendid­
ly equipped.

There is no special instruction with
regard to the Fisheries in any of the
schools, except in the Public Schools
under the subject of Natural History,
a little extra time is given to Biology,
but nothing to warrant the name of
special Fishery Instruction.

The Public Schools open at 8 a.m.
and for seniors or advanced classes
are open until 6 p.m., but totts are
through at 1 p.m., and juniors at 2,
while there is an interval of 10 min­
utes every hour and an hour for mid
day meal. Attendance is of course
compulsory and no child over seven
years but must attend school.

There is a Society in Norway of a
National Historical character whose
chief business is the founding of mu­
seums and every little town of any im
portance has its museum.

This Society collects funds for this
purpose and when the fund reaches a
certain percentage of the amount re­
quired to establish a museum, the
State contributes the balance. In
those museums specimens of relics
of all things are exhibited to best ad­
vantage, specimens of invention and
production and particularly specimens
of all kinds of fish with their different
finished products, also ■ of animals,
birds, etc., and everywhere the maps
of Norway with the products of differ­
ent districts noted upon them are in
evidence, and every stranger who vis­
its those museums is impressed at
once with the variety of this coun­
try’s produce.

The Museums of Kristiannia and

Bergen of course take on the role op
National Museums and the variety of
specimens, ancient as many of them
are, is very striking and the collec­
tions are most valuable. Those gath­
ered by the Great Norse Explorer,
Ronald Amundsen, are of themselvles
priceless treasures.

The Fisheries Museum at Bergen is
most interesting to a fisherman, for
here are practically specimens of ev­
ery fish, found in the waters of Norway

Specimens, too, of all Fishery Pro­
ducts are here in great profusion,
while the different methods of capture
fish, devices used in other parts of the
world to capture fish, form a most in­
teresting collection. I was particular­
ly struck with the fishing appliances
and apparatus of the Japanese to cap­
ture all kinds of fish, and as well the
many traps made of twine used by
these ingenious people. These people
are sending their fish oil to Norway
to-day, and they have sent shipments
of stock-fish to Italy, which however
were not acceptable, but it would be
no surprise to find their salt codfish
competing with ours in the near future
in the different markets

In the course of a conversation with
Mr. Johnston, the Commercial Agent
of Norway and Hull, England, I learnt
of a firm in London which was doing
an extensive business upon the Pacific
Coast of South America, and from a
remark made by this gentleman, I got
the impression that this firm handled
large quantities of salt fish.

Upon my return to London, I decid­
ed to make an attempt to locate this
firm, and with the assistance of Cap­
tain Gordon of our London Office, we
succeeded in arranging for an inter
view. I met the principal of Messrs.
A. G. Scott and Co., East Cheap Street.

I found that this firm was one of
very long standing having extensive
branch business in South America,
particularly upon the Pacific Coast in
Bolivian and Chili.
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This firm handles large quantities
of salt cod fish and herrings and al­
though they have been in business for
many years, they have never handled
any Newfoundland products. During
pre-war days, Norway and Leith fur­
nished this firm its supplies but in re­
cent years Japan has secured the bus­
iness and still retain it.

The following is an extract from a
letter written to me by this firm while
in London:—

"As promised in our pleasant inter­
view with you this morning, the most
suitable packing of Cod Fish for Chili
and Bolivia is in tins of 5 or 5 1-2 ki­
los gross weight, in cases containing
8 tins. The boneless quality is most
in demand but ‘with bones’ is also
shipped to both these markets. Sup­
plies in pre-war days went from Nor­
way and Leith, but in recent years
Japan has secured the business and
still retains it. Her C.I.F price to­
day is roughly 6 pounds stg. for Bone­
less Cod in cases 8x5 kilo tins. Should
the business interest you at those fig­
ures, small parcel sent on consign­
ment should speak for itself.

“ ‘Herring in Brine’—There is a
certain trade for small quarter barrels
of salted herrings each containing
about 110 fish. If, however, a large
number of rather smaller fish of a
reliable quality can be packed, it
would be an advantage as they are
sold at so much per fish. For your
guidance, the dimensions of the bar­
rels are 18 in. x 13 in. To give you a
more definite idea of what exactly is
required, we enclose a notice from a
large Scotch supplier which gives full
details regarding treatment' of the
Herrings on arrival at destination.”

In concluding this report, I would
say that the Director of Norwegian
Fisheries complained that although
the catch of Cod Fish in Norway was
accurately furnished the British Con­
sul for our information and guidance,
still he could never obtain such infor­
mation regarding the Newfoundland 

catch. He also informed me that he
was recommending his government to
appoint a Commercial Agent for New­
foundland.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rise£ it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, May 18th. ‘
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

And it being after a quarter past
fhreo of the clock and there being no -
members present, Mr. Speaker ad­
journed the House until to-morrow af­
ternoon, at three of the clock.

THURSDAY, May 19th.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to ad­
journment.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Ques­

tion.
Pursuant to notice and on motion of

Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Ways and Means.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Scammell took the Chair of

Committee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-^

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I do not
propose to deliver the annual Budget
Speech to-day but will do so to-mor­
row. I am moving the House into
Committee of the Whole as the re­
strictions on sugar cease tomorrow
and the Government having decided to
impose an import tax of 2% cents per
lb. on this commodity, the matter can
be dealt with and the increase come
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in opportunely. At present there is
a deficit o£ about $184,000 tp the debit
account of the Food Control Board
but that will be reduced when all the
accounts are finalized. I understand
the investigating committee is about
to get a final statement from the
Chairman of the Board and I am nob
yet ready to furnish that statement.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education when the An­
nual Report of his Department will
be laid on the Table of the House and
if it cannot be laid in the form of a
typescript as was the report of the
Fisheries Department last week, in­
stead of waiting for it to be printed,
as its completion in this form wll pro­
bably be delayed owng to the Prnters’
Strike.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he is aware that
the Royal Stores, Limited has a mon­
opoly of the grocery and provision
trade of the town of Grand Falls
where the employees of the paper
mills are now on strike; if, as a re­
sult of this monopoly the cost of all
the necessaries of life to the em­
ployees of the mills is greatly in ex­
cess of what it is in other parts of
the Colony; if the Government will
make representations to the Anglo-
Newfoundland Development Company
with the object of having this mon­
opoly terminated, and if not will the
Government introduce at this session
legislation to terminate this monopoly,
and if not why not?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the

Hon. Minister of Agriculture & Mines,
if, in spite of the fact that all Crown
Lands in the Colony were reserved for
mineral grants since last December,
Mr. E. Collishaw was granted rights
over certain areas on the West Coastl
supposed to contain petroleum or was
given an understanding by the De­
partment that his applications Would
receive first considerations on the re­
opening of Crown Lands for mineral
leases, and if this is the case to say
why an exception was made in the
case of Mr. E. Collishaw and what is
the extent of the areas in respect of
which this action has been taken?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance & Customs,
to lay on the Table of the House the
originals of all correspondence in re­
lation to the raising of a loan for
four and one-half million dollars, re­
solutions respecting which were tab-.
led yesterday.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries, in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railroad
Commission, if a lot of ballasting and
other work is being done along the
railway line, and if so is it being paid
for out of the funds of the Colony or
of the Reid Newfoundland Company
or both, and if in the latter case what
proportion of the cost is being paid
by the Reid Newfoundland Company
and what portion from the public
funds and what is the extent of the
programme of work in this and simi­
lar directions for which the Commis­
sion is responsible, and how much
will the same cost the Colony?

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries, in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railroad
Commission, if Albert Salter has been
acting in any capacity for the Com­
mission in the way of making pur­
chases or otherwise, and if so for
how long he has been acting in such
capacity, and what payment has been
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made him for his services up to Rate?
The remaining Orders of the Day

were deferred.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn un­
til Wednesday afternoon, the '23th
inst. at three of the clock.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER tab­
led the following correspondence:

Copy of wire sent by Fraser-Domin­
ion Securities Corporation, Toronto,
to R. W. Steele, Manager Dominion
Securities, Montreal, to St. John’s, on
May 18th. 1921.

“A highly injurious article tele­
graphed by McGrath appeared this
morning’s New York Tribune—two
columns with large headlines tell­
ing collapse fishing industry in
Newfoundland and of serious unem­
ployment situation and of difficul­
ty of the Government in raising
money by way of loan; coming at
present time seems to us inspired
for some unaccountable reason.
Have Premier telegraph us to-day
for insertion Morning New York
papers a reassuring statement.”

The Dominion Securities Corporation,
Ltd., Toronto, Lee Higginson ft Co.,
Boston, Dillon Read & Co., New
York.

New York.
Hon. R. A. Squires, Prime Minister,

St. John’s, Newfoundland:
“New York Tribune to-days’ date

publishes in most glaring characters
special cable from Sir Patrick Mc­
Grath, emphasizing unemployment,
hunger, misery desolation, collapse
fishing industry, contemplated loot­
ing provision-stores, general disor­
ganization, entire financial fabric in
Newfoundland. McGrath also in­
serts Government’s difficulties in­
creased by problem obtaining loans
under present conditions. Object
message evidently synchronize cruc­
ial period closing arrangements
here prevent bonds being taken up.
Dastardly attempt injure Domin­

ion’s credit in America, embarrass
Government. Please hear loan suc­
cess this market.”

J. M. DEVINE.
The House then adjourned accord­

ingly.

WEDNESDAY, May 25th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Petitions were presented by Hon.
Mr. Foote from S. Harris and Company
Re guarantee.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker,
I would like to have that petition for
a moment. I may Sir, that it’s one of
the saddest moments of my lifetime
to stand on the floors of this House
and hear a petition read such as this
one in connection with the firm of S.
Harris Ltd. It’s the saddest moment
of my experience in more ways than
one and in coming into the House
with that petition I felt in duty bound
to hand it to the senior member of the
district which it affects and a member
of the Executive who have assisted in
bringing about the conditions which
have made it necessary for the peti­
tioners to approach the Legislature in
the manner they do. Fearing the

- House may not have obtained from
Mir. Foote’s reading of the petition a
true sense of its importance, I shall
read it again. Mr. Foote’s voice was
very Ic^w and as he said he had not
seen the petition before. This petition
Mr. Speaker, is one of the best evi­
dences we could have of what the real
conditions in this country are to-day
and it bears out everything that 1
said in this House just one year ago
when I opposed the Regulations. I re­
gret that Mr. Foote did not see just
twelve calendar months ago that this
very thing which we are now seeing
occur was bound to result, for, if he
had he would not now be seeing one
of his best friends and one of the
strongest supporters of his party
brought to the pass where he has to
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appeal to this House to assist him in
the keeping afloat of his business. He
would not have seen him thrown down
in the manner in which he has by the
very men whom he helped to attain
office. I should like to read the peti­
tion once more to the House. The
matter is too serious to pass by with­
out letting the country understand it. I
feel that the Hon. member, Mr. Foote,
feels, if he has any heart in him at all,
for his old friend. One of the greatest
supplying merchants the country has
ever known is Samuel Harris of
Grand Bank. I have known him from
my boyhood. Ever since I was eight
or nine years of age I have seen him
and his business grow, and to think
that all the work he has done has been
undone by incapable men and to think
that he has to come and appeal to this
House to save himself from liquida­
tion. is. I think, one of the worst
crimes ever committed in the history
of the country. So that the House
and the country at large can appreci­
ate properly how serious this position
is. I will read the petition again:
(Reads Petition). Mr. Speaker, what
a mess has been brought about during
eighteen months by the incapables in
charge of the government of the col­
ony. Poor old Newfoundland. What
she has suffered by having such an
incapable and incompetent gang in
charge. Little did I dream in my
darkest thoughts and in my darkest
hours of blue ruin of what was going
to happen. When I fought those Reg­
ulations on the floors of the House
last session little did I dream that the
great house of Samuel Harris Ltd.
would, after twelve calendar months,
have to come in and appeal to the
government to save him and save his
firms from liquidation. What if the
Carters, the Thorburns, the Whiteways
the Bonds and the Morrisses could to­
day look upon the present Prime Min­
ister and the crowd associated with
him in the Executive and see the tur­
moil brought about by the inability of 

the present administration? They
would hang their heads in shame. How
I feel for my old friend Mr. Harris
whose business is to-day brought be­
fore the public of Newfoundland and
whose business was in a position that
no other house ever found itself in
before. Imagine then the proposition
of having to come in here‘and ask for
a guarantee for a half million dollars
to save one of the greatest supplj
houses Newfoundland has ever known.
Oh Mr. Cheeseman when I appealed to
you twelve months ago to save your
district and when you were called up­
on to play the part of a man you al­
lowed the opportunity to pass,—the
greatest opportunity of youi- life as a
young man—and yourself and Mr.
Foote will go down in history as the
greatest cowards ever known in New­
foundland. You allowed Mr. Harris,
who began in his dory and who built
tip such a gigantic business and who
attained such a prominent place in the
commercial world by his industry and
perseverance, to be crucified by the
crowd of incapable that are governing
this country.

HON. MR. FOOTE—I rise to a point
of order.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You may rise
to any point you like. I have the floors
and I am going to give this matter the
attention its seriousness merits. You
sit down. You are the guilty culprit
who caused this situation to-day.

HON. MR. FOOTE—I rise to a point
of order, Mr. Speaker. The language
of Sir John Crosbie in referring to Mr.
Cheseman and myself as cowards is
unbecoming and unparliamentary. A
man who has been in the House as
long as he has should have better
sense. Half the stuff he is getting oft
is absolute piffle. I ask the honour­
able member to conduct himself as a
parliamentarian should. I am no more
coward than he is. As a matter of
fact he has illustrated himself all
through this session of the House to
be the coward himself.
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SIR JOHN CROSBIE—-You proved
yourself a coward twelve months ago.
You’re only a joke as well; you are
a joke to be representing the district
you do represent.

HON. MR. FOOTE—A schoolboy can
make those kind of remarks.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If you had
thought that twelve months ago you
would be a scholar to-day.

HON. MR. FOOTE—Produce the ar­
gument?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I will give
you the argument before I am done.
The best argument which condemns
you from A. to Z. is this petition and
you know it.

HON. MR. FOOTE—In your opinion.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Not in my

opinion, but in the opinion of your
fellow-countrymen. If you had taken
the position you should have taken
twelve months ago you would not now
be asking for a half million dollars on
branch stores to-day. That is my
opinion and the opinion of the coun­
try and when vou talk of piffle I must
ask you for a lesson on piffle because
you are all piffle from the heel of your
boot to the top of youi’ head. You are
the most incapable individual that ev­
er represented the district of Burin.
I was here on these floors when you
would not be allowed in here and I
want you to take a note of that now.

HON. THE SPEAKER—I wish to
draw the Hon. member’s attention to
the fact that he is out of order and
to inform him that the rule of this
House is that he can speak only five
minutes on a petition.

MR. HIGGINS—That rule was nev­
er enforced.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That rule
was never kept in this House.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Speak
er? I rise to a point of order. Five
minutes will not give any member 01

this House a chance to discuss intel­
ligently such an important matter as
the petition now before the House.

HON. THE SPEAKER—Rule 47
reads as follow^: (Reads Rule). But
in view of the importance of the pe­
tition I shall allow you to proceed.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You are Quite
right, Sir, this matter is very import­
ant and very serious and I am glad
that His Honor the Speaker, if no oth­
er member in the House does, appre­
ciates that fact. The fact is that
houses like Mr. Harris’s have been
ruined within the past twelve months
as a result of the fish regulations. Mr.
Foote cannot stand to listen to this.
This petition tells the whole story. No
man like to hear the story, which
when true, told on himself. I have
been here for two sessions with Mr.
Foote and I n'ever saw him jump be­
fore or rise in his chair like he has
this afternoon. The reason is because
he has been pricked and his consc!
ence is troubling him. He knows and
his conscience tells him that he be­
trayed teh trust of his constituents
when he voted for the fish regula­
tions. He knows as well as I do thaw
nothing touches a man so severe
when he is guilty as to mention some­
thing that he does not like to hear.
An innocent man never troubles a con­
tinental about it. Fifty years ago Mr.
Harris started out with his hand lines
in a dcry. He rose from that position
and became one of a crew of a bank­
ing schooner. From that he became
Mate, from that to Captain and then
■went in charge of a business, which
when conducted by himself was abso­
lutely sound and solvent commercial­
ly and one which nobody woud re­
fuse to give credit to. That was when
he was not interferred with, but a
crowd who do not know the first rudi­
ments of commercial business dictates
to him and tells him how he must
handle and market his codfish. What
a sorry plight Mr. Harris must find
himself in to-day to have to send this
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petition to ask this government to
guarantee $500,000 for supplies to out­
fit 4,000 fishermen who reside In
Change Islands. The concern that Is
operating there is run hy Elliott and
Company and owned and controlled hy
Mr. George Harris, son of Mr. Samuel
Harris. The enforcement of these fish
regulations was the worst piece of leg
islation ever perpetrated on a free and
intelligent people. To-day at Change
Islands there are six or eight schoon­
ers tied up. They usually take sixty
or seventy men to the Labrador, but
not one penny’s worth of supplies
have been given them yet. Most of
the people are in the city to-day and
not one dollar’s worth of credit can
they get with which to purchase sup­
plies to enable them to prosecute the
fishery. The answer to all this Is con­
tained in~'the petition—the fish regu­
lations. Look at the loss sustained on
the cargoes of the "Little Stephano”
and “Jean McKay”—$122,000, which
practically puts the firm of Harris Ltd
out of existence in Change Islands and
makes practically eighty people with
families dependent on the hand of
sweet charity for supplies, if the gov­
ernment does not supply them. That
is the position. Only a few days ago
the Prime Minister said that he back­
ed the regulations, but I think that he
■realises to-day, if he never realized be­
fore, the unfortunate position this
country is in by putting on these ac­
cursed fish regulations which has caus
ed us all this trouble. Now let us
come to Placentia Bay. Marystown is
where the great house of Samuel Har­
ris started a branch some years ago.
As this petition states, up to the years
1919 and 1920 when the owners were
allowed to conduct their own busim
ess everything went well, but thru
the interference of the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries, who thought that
he was Lord Almighty over all and
who thought that he should control
the whole of Newfoundland, would not
allow him to handle his progressive 

business as he desired, with the re­
sult that to-day Marystown looks like
a pauperized village. If you shake the
hand of a man there to-day there is
not enough life left in him to say
how do you do. The Marystown Trad­
ing Company that used to employ 1400
men of Placentia Bay is not able to
employ a boy to-day. Harris’ house
there to-day is ruined, due entirely to
the fish regulations. What a shame,
what a criminal offence against free­
dom. Why Lenine and Trotsky were
Kings to you. And then I am called
to order because I called Mr. Foote
a coward. Yes, I called him a coward
and I repeat it. It was his duty to
have saved that firm from the posi­
tion they are in by voting against the
fish regulations in this House. Whj
if they were only the two of us in this
House who voted against these regu­
lations it would have saved financial
ruin to that firm. Then why should I
not call him a coward. He lost the
opportunity to prove himself a man.
Look at the fishermen of Placentia
Bay, who used to be supplied by the
Marystown Trading Company. They
are going around St. John’s with their
hats off begging the merchants for
supplies and even if there was a half
guarantee from the government the
merchants refuse to give supplies.
That is the answer regarding a coun­
try that was once prosperous and that
has been prostituted by the present
gang of incapables. If I were in Mr.
Foote’s shoes I would be glad if cow­
ard was all that I was to be called,
because I am afraid that some day he
will have to go hide himself away
from his fellow man. If you multiply
that 1400 men by five it means that
7000 children as well as men and wo­
men are to-day demanding supplies
Irom this colony to enable them to
prosecute the fishery and thus carry
on the business of the country. Mr.
Speaker, this is the first time in the

,history of Responsible Government
that a petition of this kind has been 
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presented here, and you will live to
be years older, unless the whole col­
ony come in short and demands sup­
plies, before such a thing happens
again. Another thing I would like to
point out to this House and to Mr.
Foote in particular that the fishermen
of Placentia Bay are not alone seek
ing supplies to-day, but they are cry­
ing out to be paid for the fish that was
taken from them last Fall. Not a
man in Placentia Bay can get a bar­
rel of flour on credit there to-day and
all this was brought about by the reg­
ulations which were put in existence
by Mr. Coaker, who knew as much
about carrying them out successfully
as an eight year old boy.

I am sick and tired of this thing and
I don’t intend to stand it any longer.
It is time we cried quit to this non­
sense, and if I don’t stop it the public
will and I may tell the Prime Minister
(.hat a warship will not save him for a
moment, because when public opinion
becomes so intense they will demand
their lights and will have them though
the Heavens fall. Have you any idea
what it is to sit in a merchant’s chair
to-day, and see a man come in with
Jiis hat in his hand with a government
order for half of the supply and to
have to refuse this order because o.
the position of the colony. Did it ev­
er happen before. No it could not hap
pen now if men of business ability
were in charge. Step along with me
now to the good old district of Burih,
and Grand Bank a beehive of indus­
try formerly, and now look at it, and
Mr. Speaker take your own district of
Carbonear. If you could have seen
three years ago what was going to
happen, ’if you could have seen that
this government was going to pau­
perise the greatest people the coun­
try has ever known, and force these
people to come here and ask for a
half million dollars to save a situ­
ation which is the worst I have ev­
er known, and force these people to
come here and ask for a half million 

dollars to save a situation which is
the worst I have ever known, you
would have said save me from this
crowd I am associated with. What
will happen if Harris and Co., fall
down what will happen to the four
thousand people that Company sup­
plies and takes care of, multiply that
by five and it means twenty thousand
men, women and children must be fed
by the government or by the sweet
hand of charity. These are not my
words, but the words of that petition.
Mr. Cheseman that is what this peti­
tion tells you. How proud you must
feel of your position. Now I want to
jump across to a place called Fortune
Bay. Wht has happened there? It is
gone and Hermitage is gone also out
and as Mr. Harris states through the
Fish Regulations. On the cargo of
the Jean McKay combined with the
cargo of the Little Stephane one hun­
dred and twenty-two thousand dollars
was lost by the Elliott Trading Co.,
which is controlled by Harris & Co.,
forty thousand dollars was lost by the
Hermitage Co., on a cargo of the Gen­
eral Maud that sailed from here in
1920 to Oporto and anchored there in
the harbour and was forced to stay
there by the Fish Regulations until
March, and the cargo of fish was final­
ly used in Portugal for fertilization
purposes. Do you think that would
have happened if Mr. Harris had been
allowed to conduct his own business?
How can you expect a cargo of fish
loaded in August on the West Coast
j’.nd sent across to Oporto arriving
there in September, and held there
until March to be fit for food? Not

-only is this petition a serious one but
.every business man in the country is
in a serious position. I have been told
that I am a black ruin man, but if
you had listened to me twelve months
ago you would have a little money
left which you have not now. Go
down to Water Strpet to-day and what
do you find, the most capable of bus­
iness men are afraid to move because 
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may I say to you Sir, that you are not
able to slander me. The people know
me better than they know you. The
day you told the story in Port de
Grave that I had made my money out
of the Government you lied, you
knew better than that, because you
sent to New York to bring down men
to audit the books to try to find out
what Crosbie had taken from his de­
partment, and you found nothing and
you had to pay ten thousand five hun­
dred dollars for that enquiry. Why
should you stoop so low? I am not
Sir Patrick McGrath’s keeper and I
don’t want to be yours, and for what
he does he is responsible to himself
and not to me. You knew Sir, it was
indecent to do this, but you are cap­
able of any action that suits your
own purpose, and that is the reason
that the Fish Regulations were im­
posed upon the Colony, because you
were trying to make a soft bed for
yourself, and you had not the man­
hood to buck against Mr. Coaker. Why
should you hit below the belt and
bring me before the eyes of the pub­
lic with regard to a message I had
nothing to do with simply because you
can never play the part of a man. I
am proud Sir, to be classed in the
Star with the Rev. Dr. Forbes of Gow­
er St. Church, and I intend to treat
you in the future with silent con­
tempt, and let you go on with your
dastardly acts, but you will be crown­
ed before you finish in a way that
you don’t expect. Don’t blame Dr.
Mosdell, admit your guilt. Then you
ask for co-operation from this side of
the House to deal with a case such
as Mr. Harris of Harris & Co., I would
rather flee to the wilderness than
have anything to do with a party such
as yours. You think this state of af­
fairs will continue but it will not.
There is an outraged people looking
to you to-day, and you and your as­
sociates shall not be saved from the
downfall which you brought upon

Newfoundland. This last week or so
I was tempered with mercy for you
and your Government, but when your
filthy Star ceases its dirty abuse
will be time enough to let you alone
and not before. Your paper is not fit
for children to read, and I would sug­
gest that the Minister of Education
take you in hand and give you a little
education in true etiquette. That is
as far as I am connnected with Sir
P. T. McGrath and that is what I,
have to say to you now. You are not
dealing with Sir Michael Cashin now,
you are dealing with a bit of orange, I
and you can tell it to this country
when you like, and unless you conduct-
yourself I will have no pity on you
or any part of you. What are you and
your Government going to do about)
the Harris Trading Co. What is the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries go­
ing to do? Do you intend to let this
non. House fall down and put twenty
thousand people out of business, do
you intend to let this Harris Trading
Co. go into liquidation or what do you
intend to do? The job is not mine it
is yours and your Government’s. You
have to answer the question in the
next few days and you have to reach
a decision quickly. Are you aware
that to-day or to-morrow a couple of
hundred men will be paid off at Port
au Port. What are you going to do
about it? What do Mr. Foote, Mr.
Cheeseman, Mr. Small and all the oth­
er members intend to do about it? You
have no idea. I don’t blame any in­
dividual member oh the other side of
the House, they have nothing to do
more than to vote to keep the Prime
Minister in his position. Mr. Foote
gently reads this petition and then sits
down without saying a word, and says
it is the first he knew of it. That may
be so but if I were the member for
Burin I would have known of it long
ago. What will you do? You have sup­
plied certain people in Placentia Bay,
Now Mr. Harris asks for a considera-
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tion to supply four hundred more. A
public message was issued the other
day to the effect that the Government
was giving out supplies, some of my
constituents were told this and they
want to know what about it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker, I
would also crave your indulgence for
a moment. I agree with the remarks
made by Sir John Crosbie this after­
noon. Perhaps I may not go as far as
Sir John, but this much I will say
with reference to the petition present­
ed to this House from Harris & Co.,
that if the Government feel they are
responsible for the downfall of the
Harris firm through the Fish Regula­
tions, then it is the duty of the Gov­
ernment to do something. That is
the universal opinion throughout this
Island to-day, and that is the opinion
expressed in the petition presented to
this House from the Harris Co. Well,
if the Government of to-day made
laws and rules and regulations, and
on account of these laws, rules and
regulations being put into force with­
in the past eighteen months, the house
of Harris & Co. and other business
houses around this Island haVe gone
into bankruptcy, certainly it is the
duty of the Government to compen­
sate them. It would only be common
sense to do so, pure and simple. What
this will mean to the country is an­
other thing. The taxpayers of this
Colony will have to pay the bill. I
agree with Sir John, as I say, to a
certain extent, but if the Harris Co.
are to be compensated, I take it ev­
ery other firm doing business in this
country will have to bt compensated,
because there is no reason why you
should compensate one firm and not
compensate other firms that have suf­
fered just as much. Have we not. re­
ceived petitions from other firms? As
I pointed out a few days ago, where
is the Penney firm of the West. Where
are the other firms of the North?
Where are the Templetons, the Ry­

ans, the O'Rourke's, the Munns, and
all the other firms that shipped fish
from this Colony last year? Not
through any fault of their own but
by the Government taknig over their
fish business, they are placed in such
a financial position to-day that they
cannot carry on the fish business the
coming year, and on account of that
thousands of people are now without
supplies to go to the fishery. Pla­
centia Bay, I have no doubt, is more
in the limelight than any other part
of the Island to-day, through this
great firm of Harris & Co. going to
the wall. It is not one firm that has
gone down there, it is half a dozen
firms which seem to be controlled by
Messrs. Harris of Grand Bank. The
firm at Marystown supplies largely in
Placentia Bay and St. Mary’s Bay way
down to Trepassey Bay. It has been
pointed out that 4,000 accounts are on
the books from that part of the coun­
try, which means that 20,000 people
to-day are looking for supplies in that
direction. The Harris Co. and all the
other Companies have my sincere
sympathy, but it is not our duty to do
anything, you are the makers of -the
position they are in to-day and on you
rests the responsibility, not on the
Opposition. We are not responsible
and it is your duty to get up and do
something, not to let things drift as
you are allowing them to drift. I am
very grateful to a certain extent for
the promises made for help in Ferry­
land District, but I would like to re­
mind the Prime Minister this after­
noon that he told me on yesterday and
I know it is right, that Ferryland Dis­
trict would be treated the same as
Placentia, because in Ferryland the
great firm of Goodridge & Sons has
gone to the wall and a number of fish­
ermen in that District are left prac­
tically destitute to-day. But here’s
the difficulty in this matter. The
Chairman of the Board of Works, I
understand, has given a cheque for
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$50,000 for Placentia District, that
cheque is held at the Bank,

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Cheque to the order of Mr. O'Reilly
who is the Commissioner placed in
charge. \

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Yes, but Mr.
O’Reilly refuses to give any cheques
against the $50,000, I understand, till
the fishery season is over.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Well, I don’t know all the details of
the arrangement.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Well, it was
from you he got the assurance.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The point was this: The arrangements
which were made by committee con­
sisting of the representatives for Pla­
centia District, under the Chairman­
ship of the Attorney General, was that
the Government would give a guaran­
tee of $75,000 as against a guarantee
of $75,000, the District was putting up
$25,000 of its own funds, that was the
position. The Bank desired something
more than a guarantee, by word of
mouth or by letter or by Minute of
Council, and desired a guarantee in
cash, they having been advised by
their solicitors that they would have
to protect themselves by having the
deposit while they weren't protected
sufficiently by having Minute of Coun­
cil guarantee, and consequently ar-.
rangement was carried out by actual
deposit of money in Bank. So, if un­
der the circumstances the Committee
feel any other arrangement should be
made, that is a matter for the Com­
mittee to consider and discuss, but
the arrangement as finalized was that
Government giving guarantee and not
putting up cash, by giving guarantee
to amount of $75,000 as against which
$25,000 would remain in the Depart­
ment of Public Works or be deposit­
ed with the Finance Minister, ques­
tion of paying in cash not having been
considered at all.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Well 

that’s the point I want to discuss this
afternoon. I interviewed several mer
chants on Water Street this morning
reference this matter and their an­
swer was that they wanted cash. Per
haps the right way to do it would be
to put the matter in the hands of In­
spector O’Reilly or some other com­
petent man you have ample confi­
dence in, and if on inquiry he finds
that it is necessary to issue $100, or
$200, or $300, whatever the case may
be, to any one man. The merchant on
Water Street that I spoke to this
morning required that 50 per cent.
paid down now, not to wait till next
fall for the amount, because the po­
sition is this, they have to spend the-
money to buy that supply and pay one
hundred cents in the dollar, whereas
if the government will pay the amount
that they intended now to guarantee
50 per cent, the supplier is in this
position that he uses that money and
he can turn that cash over three or
four times between now and the end
of the year.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
But the proposition as it came to the
Government from that joint commit­
tee under the Chairmanship of the At­
torney-General was the idea of a
guarantee.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Yes, but
if the guarantee is good enough at the
Bank it’s good enough for cash if ac­
tual money was put up in th;e Bank
as guarantee. I take it that the gov­
ernment have no objection to issue
cheque instructing Inspector O’Riel.
ly after inquiry of each applicant who
comes1 along, after going fully into
the list or the amount required by
him, that he will pay to any one mer­
chant on Water Street who wishes to
supply 50 per cent, of that amount
immediately.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Yes, well that’s a matter I will take
up at once.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Well, I
find that I cannot do any business on
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Water Street under the other arrange
ments proposed by the Committee.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Speaker; I
have very much pleaisure, Sir, in sup­
porting the petition that has been pre
sented by the hon. member, Mr. Foote,
for the guarantee of the cost of sup­
plies to the fishermen of the West
Coast. It is regrettable that the Hon.
member had not one word to say, pro
or con, regarding this petition. We
do not know whether he is in favor
of it or not. ft is pitiable to sec one
of the advisers of the Prime Minister,
a member of the Executive govern
ment, without having an opinion of
any kind on a question of such mag­
nitude as this one, and one that pri­
marily effects his own district. How
will he ever be able to face these
hungry men who are now looking for
supplies? How will he ever be able
to go into that district and face the
many children to whom he turned a
deafened ear when they were hungry
and their fathers wanted to get sup­
plies so as to be able to earn some­
thing for them to eat? I do not be­
lieve that they are any better off in
Mr. Foote’s district than they are in
the district of Placentia and St.
Mary’s. The firms that are asking for
this assistance have done a very large
business in this country. They have a
large amount of capital invested in
the fishing business of the country in
many districts. Now Sir, what are
you prepared to do about it? It is a
very serious matter. The man that
has presented that petition can very
well go into liquidation, but what is
going to happen to the 4,000 dealers
and the 20.000 people that they repre­
sent.

Then there is the other question,
what are you going to do with re­
spect io our district? We got a pro­
mise of $50,000 on the understanding
that the merchants would give an­
other $50,000 supplies. We guaranteed
$25,000 from our road grants. Since
we got the promise we have heard 

nothing further about it. First, it
was to be $50,000 in cash, then a
$50,000 bond placed with the Bank ot
Nova Scotia. On enquiry up to the
present no bond or guarantee has been
put up. A few have been taken on
and the others have been told to
wait. I rang up the Prime Minister
this morning, and he told me he had
nothing to do with it, and that it was
in the hands of the Poor Commission­
er, Mr. O'Reilly.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
It was the fact.

MR. SULLIVAN.—But you might
have been more courteous, Sir. You
know that my office is filled every
day with men looking for supplies.
Owing to the dilly-dally policy of the
Government we have the best fisher­
men of the country walking around
the streets of St. John’s when they
should be engaged in the fishery.
When one of the biggest firms of the
country asks for a guarantee for the
supplying of the fishermen a mem­
ber of your executive who represents
Burin District hasn't got a word to
say. What is $500,00 anyhow? Isn’t it
better to give that guarantee than
spend many times that amount for
por relief? Harris is not asking the
Government to put up one cent of
cash. If you fail to give this assist­
ance in getting supplies then you will
be up against a condition of affairs
that you have no idea of at the pre­
sent time. There has been a great up­
roar about this $50,000 that you pro­
mised the district of Placentia & St.
Mary’s, but we are giving the district
grants to the extent of $25,000 to as­
sist in getting supplies. If there is
a loss, it is the district that loses.

Now with reference to the Marys-
town Trading Co., they have dealers
in the district of Placentia & St,
Mary’s. Some of them have been pro­
vided for, but there are others for
whom no provision has been made.
We know that the $50,000 promised
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MR. WALSH.—Mr. Speaker, I would
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will not be sufficient. It will require
at least $200,000. If we could get
the guarantee of that $50,000 put up
it would take care of many people,
but the district looks mainly to the
Marystown Trading Co. This Com­
pany has been placed In the position
they are in not through any fault of
their own, but through the mad policy
of the Government. I feel sure that
when the Government takes all the
facts into consideration they will do
something to relieve the situation.

It would be better for Harris if he
went into liquidation to-morrow, but
if he could get this guarantee he would
go on. I hope the Hon. Mr. Foote will
do his utmost to see that the prayer
of this petition is granted. I confi­
dently expect to see Mr. Cheeseman
take an interest in this matter, and
Mr. Warren and Mr. Small. If they
do not I would not like to be in their
shoes and go back to these Districts;
to face an outraged electorate, are you
aware that large numbers of men
have walked here a distance of sixty
or seventy miles to try and get sup­
plies, they walked because they had
not sufficient to pay their passage.
And now they are beating the streets
begging the merchants for supplies,
without result because the guarantee
has not been put up. Fish has now
struck in on the Eastern Shore of
Placentia Bay and men from Placen­
tia Bay, good fishermen too, are walk­
ing the streets looking for supplies
when if things were as they should
be those men wpuld be at home catch­
ing the fish which is practically at
their doors. Is not this a dreadful
state of affairs? If the Government
intends doing anything it must be
done at once, otherwise it Will be too
late as 'the caplin will be in on the
South and West Coast in a few days,
and’ if the Fishermen cannot prose­
cute the fishery it will mean a great
loss to the people so hampered and
to the Country generally.

like to give my heartiest support to
the petition that is now before the
House. But at the outset I want it
to be distinctly understood that I am
doing it not for any political propa­
ganda. I think the firm of Harris is
worthy .of the most serious consider­
ation of the Government. We had
not the slightest hesitation in com­
ing in here and voting ourself a 300
per cent, increase, and to vote tens
of thousands of dollars to send men
out of the country to come back and
teach people how to die in poverty,
but when an honest firm comes in
here and asks for a guarantee the
men who bring it in are looked upon
as lunatics.

Probably the best way out of it for
the Harris family would be to go into
liquidation, but that is not their way.
They grew up side by side with these
4,000 dealers. Old Mr. Harris went
out himself in a dory or small skiff,
he then went master of a banker, then
as owner of the banker, and later as
owner of a .banking fleet. I do not in­
tend discussing the cause of what
brought this ruin about. It behooves
us now, as representatives of the peo­
ple, to get together and render assist­
ance to the people who are looking to
us. Men came in here a few months
ago in the picture of health, now they
are starving to death. No heed was
paid to my suggestion of a few weeks
ago for a secret session when the
whole condition of the country would
become known.

I promise the Government that I
am prepared to give them my support
to any extent and if my associates on
this side of the House do not see their
way clear I am prepared to shift my
bench down to the end of the House.
I trust the matter has been settled
this afternoon and I hope the Prime
Minister or the Minister of Justice
will be in a position to be able to tell
the House or the representatives of
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Placentia and St. Mary’s that the mat­
ter has been settled one way or the
other and then we will be able to tell
our men what to do. If the Govern­
ment does not intend to render any
assistance let it say so or if it in­
tends to do so then assure us of the
same and then we shall thank them.
With regard to the Marystown Trad­
ing Company it was pointed out that
certain sections of the country were
looking for the same treatment that
was being given to Placentia and St.
Mary’s but I promise my unqualified
support to any other section of the
country because I have always
preached from my seat here in this
House that I admired the motto of
the Advocate “To every man his own.”
If the Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies wants similar treatment for the
District of Bonavista I will give it to
it provided there is reciprocation. A
half million dollars is not a largo
amount of money. It is easy to clip
off a half million dollars off the pre­
sent expenditure of the Government
and if I ask him to hand over a
cheque to-morrow drawn on the Bank
of Nova Scotia signed by the Minis­
ter of Finance for one half million
dollars I would not be asking too
much not alone to ask for the guar­
antee for the same. And even if one
cent of it never came back from thq
people to the Treasury even then f
say they would have made a good
investment. There are four thousand
men dependent upon the Marystown
Trading Company which cannot go on
and as you know they cannot go to
Limeville or to Grand Falls as both
have closed down. And I see no hope
when they are going to re-open. Mr,
Sullivan has told the House that the
fish is plentiful and it is a down
right shame and an unprecedented
crime on the part of the Government
to sit down here day after day and
then adjourn a week at a time to suit
some individual so that he may go 

home to his family or may be attend
to his private business. And about
ninety-five per cent, of those attend­
ing this House day after day are fish­
ermen who wish to get away to their
work. This is the position I take
and I do not want to go into details
which can be discussed to better ad­
vantage later on. But the matter I
am interested in is the remedy and I
take it that every patriotic person is
also interested therein and now is the
occasion for the Ministerial heads to
rise to their feet as they must hear
the rumbling of the thunder in the
distance and I say this not because
of the applaud coming from the gal­
lery, but because I am in contact with
all people of Placentia and St. Mary’s
and for the past fifteen years I have
travelled all over this Island and I
now have on my desk some twenty-
five letters not one of which is from
my district, asking that assistance be
rendered them. I promise the Gov­
ernment that if they make any at­
tempt to overcome those difficulties
which are quite evident during these
days of depression, to make an hon­
est attempt notwithstanding all the
serious mistakes both of the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries and the
Prime Minister, to relieve matters I
will in turn do my best to help the
Government out in any matters in
which I can be of any assistance. I
thing the Minister of Marine ought
to show some sympathy to those who
put him where he is to-day. There
are hundreds of people who are look­
ing for work and it is better to have
them working and earning thei' own
living than to be a charge on the
Treasury of this country. Let them
become producers and not paupers.
Whether he comes from Bonavista
Bay, the Straits of Belle Isle or any­
where else, our Newfoundlander is
independent and wants to be so all his
life. He does not want to go to the
Relieving Officer, the Parson cr tho
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Priest to get pauper relief. I also ap­
peal especially t> the Minister of Jus­
tice because he is the chairman of all
the Committees dealing with the mat­
ter to give us an answer, an intelli­
gent answer before bedtime to-night
so that my colleague? and myself may
be able to tell the thousands of men
awaiting on us what they can depend
upon. You are lesponsible for their
walking around, it is you who ha-e
fooled the people and as early as pos­
sible I beg you to let us know your
answer so that we may know where
we stand. I have much pleasure in
giving my unqualified support to this
petition with reference to the firm of
Harris and Company and the other
firms included.

HON. PRIME .MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker, it is now half past six, but
with your permission, Sir, and by the
courtesy of the House, it is my inten­
tion, if the hon. gentlemen on the oth­
er side have finished speaking on this
petition, to deliver the Budget Speech
at this sitting. I had arranged to do
so this afternoon and move the ad­
journment of the House as I had a
party meeting on for this evening.
The time of the House, however, has
been occupied by a matter that is al­
together extraneous.........

MR. BENNETT—The matter is not
extraneous, it is very pertinent.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—The
subject matter of the petition with
which the afternoon has been taken
up is extraneous.

MR. BENNETT—The subject matter
of this petition is the crux of the
whole situation in this country to-day.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—There is
one point I would like to call atten
tion to; it is not fair for the gentle­
men on the other side to criticize the
government for adjourning the House
from Thursday until to-day

SIR M. P. CASHIN—It is as fair as
it was for you to write that article for
the Star.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—In
the first place I did not write it and

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It was you
who gave the messages to Mosdell
tho.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER-—
Certainly I,did. I gave them to Dr.
Mosdell and to Mr. Mews as well—As
to the insolence of Sir John Crosbie, I
shall deal with that on another occa­
sion.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You can go
ahead and do that now if you like.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
happen to know enough of parliamen­
tary procedure to realize that this is
not the time for the introduction of
personalities.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You don’t
know very much about parliamentary
procedure.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER—Ac­
cording to your ideas, Sir John, I do
not.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Perhaps I
can teach you a few things.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
There are some teachers one would
not care to have. Under the circum­
stances, Mr. Speaker, I move that you
leave the chair till 8 o’clock.

The Speaker left the chair till 8
o’clock.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker—
When the House rose at 6.30 before
recess I intimated my desire to ad­
dress a few remarks in relation to the
petition presented this afternoon by
the Hon. Mr. Foote, and in common
with other speakers this evening I
want to express my sympathy with the
petitioners upon the position they find
themselves in through circumstances
that have arisen in this country during
the past, eighteen months. I take .it
Sir, that this document that we are
considering this evening is one of the
most important documents that ever
came before this Legislature, because
it is the crux of the whole situation
in this country. We have the extra­
ordinary situation of one of the most 
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reputable, one of the most reliable and
one of the strongest financial concern^
in this country a short year ago find­
ing themselves in the position of ab­
solute bankruptcy and unable to carry
on their business. Hence I say that
this petition is the crux of the situa­
tion advisedly because it brings this
House immediately in contact with a
situation that not alone appertains
to the district of Burin, but to the en­
tire counry at large. A great deal has
been said since this House opened, As
a matter of fact during the last six
weeks we have been considering, de
bating and dilating upon the conduct
of the government in relation to the
■fishery policy of this country, and
from the opening days it has been our
effort on this side of the House to en,
deavour to drag from the Government
some declaration of their policy with
regard to the situation that we find
ourselves in to-day. The very speech
from the Throne foreshadowed a line
of policy that has been followed out
in every possible way since this House
has been in session. In speaking to
the Speech from the Throne I endeav­
oured to point out that on former occa
sions the Speech forecasted the legis­
lation to be introduced during the en­
suing session. The Speech from the
Throne this year did not forcast any­
thing. It was a document that was ab­
solutely void of any information, void
of any declaration of policy and void
in any possible measure to inspire
hope for the country, and in our criti­
cisms of that document we took the
sane constitutional stand—and the
only logical stand—that this country
required from those in authority at the
earliest possible moment a full declar­
ation of what their policy was going
to be, an entire explanation and the
laying of the entire cards upon the
table, so that this legislature would
he prepared for eventualities which
necessarily had to ensue, and in hav­
ing that opportunity at an early date
in the session we would not find our­

selves in the position that we do this
evening without one title of evidence
or1 knowledge as to what the policy of
the Government intended to be or how
to cope with the situation. A most
lamentable illustration of the govern­
ment in this connection was given by
the introducer of this petition—the
Hon. Mr. Foote—this afternoon. He
received this petition from Sir John
Crosbie, who courteously asked him
as one of the sitting members ifor Bui
in district, to present it, telling from
whence the petition emanated. The
Hon. Mr. Foote presented it in low
tone of voice and refrained from mak­
ing any comment upon it by in any
way committing himself as to what
should be done with the petition. He
said that it was the first time that he
had seen it, and, therefore, was not in
a position to speak to it. Does the
hon. member want this house to swal­
low such a statement that he was un­
aware of what that petition meant;
that he was unaware of the conditions
that led up to that petition and that
he was unaware of the situation in his
district and unaware of the conditions
of the house of Samuel Harris Ltd.
and subsidiary companies? I have too
much regard for his intelligence to ac­
cuse him of absolute ignorance of a
situation that was so well known t<
this House, and not alone to every
member of this House, but to every
thinking man in the country, and the
petition is merely an outline, which
is put in phrases and sentences, of the
general knowledge that exists through
cut the country.

The attitude taken by Mr. Foote a
member of the Executive in getting
up here is a demonstration of the in­
difference of the Government to the
welfare of the country. If the Govern­
ment has been considering what we
are up against, Mr. Foote has not done
them justice this afternoon by his si­
lence on this matter. We have tried
to awaken the government to a reali­
zation of their duties ever since this 
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session opened. The government seemt>
to be satisfied to lie back in their
chairs with the assurance that this Is
only Opposition talk, done for pur­
poses of obstruction to prevent any
legislation being put through. Well,
even if that were true which I abso­
lutely deny what is the answer to the
charges set forth in that petition, by
one of the most influential men in
Newfoundland, the guide, philosopher
and friend of Mr. Foote and Mr. Chees-
man in the last election. It is ques­
tionable whether either of these men
would be here to-day if Harris Trad­
ing Co., had not given them their sup­
port, and then when they are in troub­
le you turn your back on them, men
who have grown up in the trade of
this country, who have devoted their
lives to increasing that trade and who
by the sweat of their brow, have at­
tained the position of honour, emolu­
ment, and of commercial pi’estige. now
through the policy of the present ad­
ministration they are driven to the
wall, and they are short of everything
necessary to carry on their business,
and the good work they have been do­
ing for the general trade of Newfound­
land. I say and that is my reason for
craving your indulgence and the indul
gence of the House that this is a very
important matter, more important
than any other business in the House
to-day, because the whole economic
position of Newfoundland is contained
in that petition, and it does not stop
with that Company but every merch­
ant in the country is in a similar po­
sition, with rare exceptions, and that
is the reason that we on this side of
the House want to emphasize the seri­
ousness and the importance of this sit­
uation, so that the government may
even at this late hour wake up to a
realisation of their duty. It has been
contended that all this talk of the
Fish Regulations was a political dodge
all the Opposition have been doing is
to try tn embarrass the government,
to try to turn out the present govern­

ment and get in themselves. That of
course is accepted by a certain sec­
tion of the country, but that section is
getting smaller every day, and when
they read this petition it will be smal­
ler still. You can't accuse George or
Samuel Harris of politics talk. I say
this matter cannot be considered too
seriously and when the Estimates
were tabled thei other day I endeavor­
ed to bring home to the Prime Minis­
ter, the necessity that all documents
relating to our finances should be
tabled before we were asked to dis­
cuss the Estimates. He agreed with
me and he gave notice of Ways and
Means. We have the Estimates and
we have Ways and Means, and we
have Loan Bills, and we still lack that
necessary information, and if we are
to discuss these matters intelligently
we must have that information. I said
before we must cut our garment ac­
cording to the cloth, and if the situa­
tion is going to arise as outlined in
this petition it is well worthy of the
consideration of the government. I
cannot suggest at the present time
any way out of the difficulty, but I
say this. We must have the fullest in
formation of ?ur financial transac­
tions, before we pass another vote in
the Estimates, or the Loan Bill, or any
other Legislation. Sir Michael Cashin
has already asked for correspondence
relating to this loan raised in New
York. I presume that will be forth­
coming, and it will enable us to diag­
nose the terms and merits of that I<oan
The Prime Minister has also given no­
tice that he would introduce the Bud­
get, before this sitting closes, and 1
trust that we will get all the neces­
sary information from that Budget.
Let us face the issue like men, and
take the country into our confidence.
It is absurd to ask intelligent men to
come here and discuss matters of im­
portance practically in the dark. How
can we consider what we will spend
before we know what we can earn.
We can’t spend it unless we eurn it 
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and like any other business firm, the
business of the country should be run
on sound commercial principles. Tht>
country to-day is in a state of col­
lapse. The Hon. W. Baine Grieve said
a short time before he died. “New­
foundland before May will bo suffering
from financial paralysis.” Those
words were prophetic. He is dead and
his words have come true, and that
is the reason that we are as anxious
and desirous that the best means be
taken to meet the situation as it
comes. This petition Sir, as I said be­
fore is one o” the most important
documents ever laid upon the table of
this chamber, coming as it does from
four firms namely Samuel Harris Co..
Marystown Trading Co., Hermitage
Trading Co., Elliott Trading Co., four
large firms that have grown up with
the trade of the country during the
last twenty-five years, firms that have
built up the West Coast of Newfound
iand, firms that made a barren waste
into smiling towns and villages, firms
that nut the West Coast of Newfound­
land on the map as a big commercial
centre, firms which up to the end of
1919 were in a position of affluence,
with large credit balanced, large prop­
erty, not in the least appreciated, do­
ing their business soundly, and with ev­
ery possible advantage to those whose
moneys were invested, firms of the
highest character. I have never heard
any man say a word against the treat­
ment he received from these firms.
and to-day what do we find. I have
a great sympathy for Mr. Geo. Harris
who has to come here to this House,
praying us to come to his assistance
or he will have to close his doors, and
four thousand fishermen will be laid
on the broad of their backs, without
bag, or barrel for themselves and their
families. It is tragic, and what puz­
zles me more than anything is that
1he men who come here as representa­
tives of that district and other dis­
tricts adjoining can condone that sit­
uation. I would like to ask the mem­

bers for Burin if they have made any
representation to the government dur­
ing the past year to stay them in
their mad policy of ruin forced upon
their districts and other districts of
the West Coast. I am sure Mr. Chees-
man is sympathetic with the people
With whom he lived. His relations,
his friends in life, his business asso­
ciates to-day are practically without
hope as to what the future holds for
them, and I do not say this on my own
authority but on the authority of the
four thousand men represented by
Harris and Co., and for which the
Fish Regulations is responsible. I
said just now when we made these
statements on this side of the House
it was called politics. The govern­
ment said the Fish Regulations saved
the situation, they said we are no
worse off than any other country.
Well the only answer I can give to
that to-night and it will be effective
enough to refute even the statement
of the Minister of Marine & Fisheries.
because it comes from men identified
with the Fishery before he was
thought of, a source beyond question
of dispute. Take paragraph six of this
petition. Is that an answer? Is that •
the Opposition speaking? Is that com
ing from a supporter of the present
Opposition? It comes from the God­
father of the government on the West
Coast, a man whose opinion is second
to none on this subject, and how men
can sit on that side of the House in
the face of this is beyond my compre­
hension. because I would rather dig
stones for the rest of my life than go
back on the people who honoured me,
or dishonour them. I was going on
Mr. Speaker when this unseemly in- \
terruption occurred by a man who has
visited this House ever since its open­
ing and has made himself a nuisance.
His name is Cullen. He should not be
allowed here any more. He is obnox- i
ions and has no decency, because my
remarks were not offensive, or at least
I hope they were not, and interrup­
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tions like that should not be tolerated
I know, his history and character and
its beneath my notice to refer to him.
This House is engaged in very serious
business, that not alone requires the
close attention but the uninterrupted
attention of every member of it, and
I want to speak fairly as every New­
foundlander should speak on an im­
portant matter like this, its beyond
a political issue, for our country’s life
is at stake. If nothing is done in this
matter four thousand fishermen will
be starving before the winter is over.
I take it we are all serious in this mat
ter and we want to have the fullest de­
bate possible on this situation. Talk
about Newfoundland to-day she is rot­
ten with politics. You are fooling the
people, it was said this afternoon cod­
ding them, we will use that word as it
has been going on, men coming here
to know what is going to be done by
the government, what is going to be
done by the Opposition, how they will
get bread for their families, and sure­
ly God if anything is serious that is,
and let us face it in a serious way, as
statesmen and not politicians. I have
said before this country needs the best
men in it, no particular body of men
or no particular creed, but the best
men to pilot her through the shoals
and difficulties she has entered upon
and we can’t do that blindfolded, we
cannot camouflage the issue, nor
burke the responsibilities upon us—
and we must have a statement of the
facts of the government transactions
of the past couple of years, and what
they hope for in the future. How will
we meet our obligations, collect our
revenues, pay our officials, meet our
liabilities on this side, and the other
side of the Atlantic, keep up our vari­
ous departments. Those are the seri­
ous problems we are faced with, and
on top oft hat we have a breakdown in
our commercial industries, the banks
have abandoned the trade of New­
foundland, the merchants on Water
Street are unable to carry on their 

business owing to the lack of finan­
cial support. Our industries are clos­
ing down. Grand Falls where thous­
ands of men are employed is practi­
cally closed down. Bell Island ordin­
arily a beehive of industry is practi­
cally abandoned, and we might as
well all go when our fisheries is about
to be abandoned. A serious situation,
it is appalling, and we had a demon­
stration of a member of the Execu­
tive coming in here, and not saying
a word in this connection when he
presented this petition. If that is an
index of what will happen this session
it is a poor look-out. What we want
next to bread in this country is confi­
dence, confidence in our banks, in our
merchants, and above all in our gov­
ernment, and there is no such thing
in this country to-day. That petition
is only one case, it is merely a fore­
runner of what will come from every
part of the country, North, South, East
and West.

I am not a blue ruinist. I have
taken the position ever since this
House opened that I believe in New­
foundland, and I still believe in New­
foundland. She can weather the storm
if properly handled, although in so
dangerous a condition at the present
time. We are hearing a great deal
about the recent loan, but we are not
in possession of all the information.
As large as it is it is not large enough
to meet the situation. The fishery
must be carried on. If it is not every­
one of us will meet with disaster and
starvation. The main industry of the
country is shaken to its very founda­
tion, and the government is doing no­
thing to overcome the situation. This
has been brought about according to
Mr. Harris, and now I do not quote
Sir Michael Cashin or Sir John Cros-
ble, but one of the largest business
firms in the country that makes ft un-
disputable that the Fish Regulations
have been the downfall of the West
Coast. After Mr. Harris makes that 
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statement he gives the evidence.
(Reads from petition).-

That is an indictment that might
shake '.he foundation o£ any govern­
ment. It is more forceable than any­
thing that could be said on this side
of the House. It is an indictment from
a man who fought hard for the present
government. It is pitiablje to see men
like Mr. Cheesman and Mr. Foote sit
down under such an administration as
this. I do not want them to sit with
the Opposition; not at all; but there is
a place in this House for Independent
men. I left the government ranks of
this House before on a much smaller
pretext. I left on a vote of sympathy
and I have held my -self-respect ever
since. You will go down in history
as men who are not afraid to show
their independence.

This petition section 7 says:
Isn’t that a serious statement? When

you come to consider that there are
4,000 families depending on the firm
of Harris, what is to be the answer.
God knows there is enough of good
blood emigrating already, and who
will earn the revenue to keep the
country going? That is a document.
Mr. Speaker, I submit that will go
down in history as the most important
document ever introduced into this
House. It is probable that the whole
country will follow suit. We do not
kn,ow how the finances of the country
stands. We on this side can merely
express an opinion. Any man could
see that when the war was over reac­
tion would set in, but unfortunately
for Newfoundland she swapped horses
while crossing the stream. We have
now a government without brains.
The country has been run on the rocks
and the government merely watches
the wreck breaking to pieceis.

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Speaker, I just
want to say a word or two on this re­
solution. I shall endeavour to com­
press what I have to say into as nar­
row a compass as possible. I concur
with you, Sir, in relaxing the rules of 

the House on this matter, and I would
say to the honourable members oppo­
site that the example set by the Speak­
er might well be followed by them.

An extraordinary situation develop­
ed just about half past six, when the
Speaker left the Chair until eight o’­
clock. I refer to the attitude of the
Hon. the Prime Minister. It is said
that this is the most important peti­
tion that has ever been presented. It
is surely the most important petition
that has been presented since I have
been in the House. It is a petition
that affects the whole country, both
politically and economically. Any man
who does not bring his best thoughts
to bear on this petition is not worthy
of a seat in this House. It is not a
question of politics. It is not a ques­
tion as to who controls the govern­
ment. It is a question that may de­
cide whether or not our families are
going to be brought up in Newfound­
land. Tliis petition summarizes two
things: First, the temper of the peo­
ple, the labour troubles that we are
having in this House every day; and
in the second place there is the lar­
ger question, the political and econo­
mic question if you wli what the
country is able to do about it; and it
is to rhe last phase that I want to ad­
dress myself. I regret that the prin
ciple of the Government of the colonv
embarking on the matter of guaran­
teeing supplies for the fishery is a
dangerous and probably a vicious one.
But circumstances are now so unusual
that extraordinary steps may be jus­
tified If it is admitted that the prin­
ciple in the present instance is sound
then it must oe ? ue for the whol*
country, and the svm of ten million
d-’llars will have :o be placed as n
charge against the country. What
sort of an answer do we get to that?
What is the an-.e-ei to the other tax
payers? Is tb-w? the slightest attempt
made to say that we will adjourn and
consider this matter. No, Sir, the
Hon. the leader of t-«e government at 
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half past six merely rose and said that
the Budget must be brought in to­
night. The Budget is the pronounce­
ment as to whit the estimated expen­
ses of the coming year will be, and the
method of meeting those expenses. I
admit that the circumstances are hard.
hut because the case is a difficult one
and the circumstances hard, we can-
no1 give an off-hand decision and
ftiould rise to consider the matter. On
the other hand the Prime Minister
s.V's the Budget is ’c be introduced
Much good indeed will that do. Much
jcy Io you all ff that is the kind oi re­
sponsibilities that the administration
attaches to it. Joy, I say, to ycu4
Budget, but I pray that it may not be
such a disappointment to those out­
side the House as it is to me. I say
it deliberately, and I wish to make it
dear, that you cannot, bring in the
matter of expenditure for the year
without considering the fishermen.
How dare you—how dare you, I sa’>.
come in here to this House with the
Budget and cast aside flippantly this
petition with no attempt to consider
if anything can be done. We are here
in this House merely by accident; we
are only as chips and porridge; oth­
ers have been here before us and oth­
ers will come after. Let us not for­
get then that this is not the way this
petition should be treated. Let the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who
sat by all the afternoon and did net
utter a sound, say whether this shoull
be entertained or not. The honorable
gentleman who introduced the petition
boldly and calmly announces that he
knows nothing about it; he cannot
say a word for or against it. His col­
league sits with his mouth shut as
Hght as a clam and the other honor­
able members sit idle with tbeir own
people are affected. Mr. Speaker, I
speak to this petition because in the
district which I have the honor to re­
present, and Mr. Fox and Mr. Vinni-
combe will endorse what I say, the
people are, but thank God to, a much 

lesser degree, similarly affected.
Would I deserve to he permitted to go
down the Shore and sit in, this House
if I did not say a word about this. I
put it to the members opposite,
straight and squarely as Newfound­
landers, forgetting the accident which
puts us on opposite sides of the House
and the small talk that goes on out­
side, that here is one case where we
can sink all differences. We have al­
ready stated that we will go outside
the House and stay out til] you do
something. The leader of the Oppo
sition made that statement here this
afternoon and pointed out that it was
made off his own bat without consulta
tion with the others on this side, and
I say now that in making that he
speaks for me and the others as well
We all say, we shall go out—we will
have nothing further to do with debat­
ing and let you take up this question.
Whatever you may do, you have a
hard proposition ahead of you. I know
it is hard and recognize that it will
mean a big demand on the Colony tc
settle this matter, and I also recog­
nize that I will make the same demand
for my district and the others on this
side will do the same for theirs. In
spite of all this you got to take the
same position as a few days ago in re­
gard to the nationalizing of the fish­
ery. We heard the Hon. Minister of
Marine talk glibly of the nationalizing
of the marketing of our fish. And you
must remember that this may be the
first time in which you may have to
nationalize the supplying for the fish­
ery. It is no trouble for you to say
that this matter is too big to touch,
too great to handle. But you must re­
inember on the other hand what is go­
ing to happen if you do not touch it,
what is going to happen to the coun­
try. This is not a question of shrug­
ging your shoulders and saying we
would have to do the same all over
the country. I say that unfortunately
the position of the government is this,
as the other members on his side of 
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the House have already said, that we
have arrived a stage where time can
no longer be lost, the country will
have to be supported. With regard to
the suggestion made here that we, the
Opposition, have brought extraneous
matter into this discussion, I beg io
remind you that we may possibly nev­
er meet again as this House is consti­
tuted now. If it be true that the fish­
ermen cannot get supplies, as others
wh,o have proceeded have pointed out,
and that conditions are the same in
other places as in those referred to in
.the petition, we may not have to wor­
ry who will pay the bills. If it is true
that thousands cannot get supplies
and therefore cannot catch fish, it
means that instead of the Colony
shouldering a responsibility for car­
rying on the fishery it will have to
carry an equal burden for relief later
on. You have made a very poor job
of it up to now, because as the pett
tion claims the existing conditions are
due to the enforcement of the Fish
Regulations, and if you have done that
there is all the more moral reason
why you are strongly bound to apply
the remedy. It Is not enough for the
Minister of Marine to feel that Port
Union is alright. There are people
outside that place who are now crying
out for aid and he cannot divest him
self of the responsibility; no member
on his side can shake it off. The peo­
ple put you there and you have to ac­
cept it or do the more manly thing,
clear out and give the position to
those who will try at least to do some­
thing. As long as the Minister of
Marine keeps silent he is alright; that
is his proper position. But I say this
is no time tp merely say we cannot
entertain this proposition, or that
because he provided for the North
that there is no need to worry about
the West. If the rumour be true that
he is going out of political life, let
him do so properly; now when he
finds the wheel turned and retribution

, following close at hand, now is the 

time for him to make amends to the
people. If you, Mr. Minister of Mar­
ine can compliment yourself on look­
ing out for the North at the expense of
the West, remember the people of the
latter are still Newfoundlanders, and
give them some share of the energy
and attention that in the past you have
bestowed upon the others. I recog­
nize fully that compliance with the
petition is not easy, compliance must
mean a big drain upon our resources.
but it is unfortunate for yourself and
the government that the situation was
brought about by your own conduct.
During the past year you have given
consideration to certain districts—
you have allocated to another district
on the West Coast a sum of money—
and as I said before I now repeat, you
cannot discriminate between the two.
As it was not proper to discriminate
last year in connection with the pur­
chase of fish, it is not proper to dis­
criminate now' with regard to supplies
Surely the government recognizes as
their duty that this petition is not to
be lightly dismissed. Let the Prime
Miniser deeply consider the manner
of answ'ering this petition—let him
consider that it is not to be treated
as a request for a road to a cabbage
garden and be thrown lightly on the
table. Remember the people are not
asking for an ordinary little vote, but
have come in here to this House with
a, deliberate statement that they have
been wronged morally and if there it>
to be redress for that let something
be done now. Let the honorable mem­
bers opposite take notice now that if
the government imagine they can sat­
isfy public opinion by discriminating
this petition, without consderatlon,
they are only laying up trouble for
themselves. In view of what has hap­
pened in this House for one district,
how can they neglect this. You have
reached the point, where you have got
to face the situation of arranging for
supplies or saddle the responsibility
of supporting the people. Does any 
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man mean to tell me that we can afford
to see thousands of the people starv
ing, and with the Sydney and Bell Is­
land mines closed and other sources
of employment cut down, that we can
tide over the summer. The situation
. annot be cured by indifference 01
shrugging of the shoulders. Give
some thought to this petition and if
you can devise some scheme as the re­
sult of your deliberations for the giv­
ing of supplies; if you can bring down
a vote to give them out equally and
indiscriminately; if you can do any­
thing at all that is reasonable and
business-like, I am prepared to sup­
port it. I do not ask you to jump up
and say, yes; I do not ask you to say
off-hand we are going to accede to
the petition. The government should
not take the position that this is a
matter not deserving of consideraion,
because too many are affected and the
position means so much—this carrying
on of the fishery means the mainten­
ance of the colony—and as the gov­
ernment Is claimed to be a fisherman’s
government this question should be
considered at once and an answer bG
given. May I not ask the representa­
tives of that organization which con­
trols the government—the Fishermen’s
Union—to see that this petition is ful­
ly considered before they rush in blind
ly and say here is our expenditure for
the year. You cannot bring in the Bud­
get without considering the petition
unless you say you are going to do no­
thing about it. If you once venture
on the methods of raising the expen­
diture, the only thing we can say is
that you have turned a deaf ear to the
appeal of these people. Can the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries who
knows so much of the needs of the
fishermen, who spoke so much of those
needs in the days gone bye, who talk­
ed and wrote so much of the “under
dogs” can he when they come to him
holding the position which he told
them would give him the chance to
redress all their wrongs, can he when 

they now make their first call upon
him see that they do not get the deaf
ear. Can he not see to it in view of
the blame which is attached to the
Fish Regulations, that this petition be
considered. I ask for the sake of the
country in which we have been born
and in which we hope to die, for the
sake of the children which we are
bringing up here and in view of how
much some assistance means to the
fishery in this critical time, consider
tills matter. If after deliberation you
come to the decision that you can do
nothing, I will bow to it. But don’t
I pray you dismiss it lightly. I sym­
pathise fully with the petition and
again ask the government to deal with
it. I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the
courtesy shown me in allowing me to
trespass beyond the usual time discus­
sing this most important question.

MR. MOORE—Would you permit me
Mr. Speaker, about three minutes to
explain my position on this question.
I will not occupy longer than five min­
utes. I rise out of sympathy for the
men who are responsible for sending
that petition here. I do not know Mr.
Harris personally, but I have heard a
great deal of him as a business man.
From what Sir M. P. Cashin and Sir
John Crosbie has said. I think he is a
gentleman, and am glad that every
member of the Opposition is to be al­
lowed to speak 5 minutes on the ques­
tion. His position is the same as that
of one whom I have in my mind’s eye
and who carried on business in the
district of Ferryland. It is Mr. Good­
ridge I refer to. He has been forced
out of business through the Fish Reg­
ulations of the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. If he had been allowed to
carry on his business in his own way
as in teh past, he would not have fail­
ed and the men of the Southern Shore
who dealt with him would not be walk
ing the streets to-day looking for sup­
plies. Sir M. P. Cashin was up in
Ferryland on Saturday and h|e found 
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nothing more doing in the way of pre­
paring for the fishery than if it were
January. I hope the government will
do something in this matter so that we
will not have the men following us
about day after day. I thank you Mr.
Speaker for your courtesy and will
not take up further time. I give my
heartiest sopport to the petition and
hope the government will do some­
thing for Mr. Harris and those de­
pending on him.

MR. LEWIS—I crave, Mr. Speaker,
the five minotes in which to refer to
this question.

HON. MR. SPEAKER—The five min­
utes is allowed only to the one pre­
senting the petition.

MR. LEWIS—I crave the 5 minutes
on a point of privilege.

HON. MR. SPEAKER—I rule now
that the question be put to the vote.

MR. HIGGINS—I rise, Mr. Speaker,
to a point of order. In respect to your
ruling, I wish to say that every mem­
ber has a right to speak 5 minutes.

HON. MR. SPEAKER—It is allowed
only to the one presenting the petition
(reads the rule).

MR. HIGGINS—The ruling you have
adopted is one which we decided on a
few years ago. Every member is al­
lowed to speak 5 minutes.

MR. LEWIS—I sympathize with
Messrs. Harris and Elliott who are
now compelled after their many years
of successful business to petition this
House for assistance. I have known
Mr. Harris 40 years, ever since he was
a bait carrier for the French. By in­
dustry and ability he rose to the im­
portant position of perhaps the largest
supplier in the country but through
no fault is now compelled to send in
here a petition for consideration as to
financial aid. It was my privilege 2
weeks ago to suggest to the govern­
ment to consider well the taking of
$500,000 and the manner in which it
was to be spent. I then said it was
not sufficient to meet this requirements
of the fishermen and I also pointed out 

that it was high time for them to be
up and doing to reap the harvest of
the deep if they and the country are
to keep going. Nothing has been done
up to the prjesent. One school of fish
Jias already passed our headlands,
and I say without fear of contradiction
that if the Hon. Min. of Marine would
speak openly he would say there has
been a very great shortage on the her­
ring catch. The caplin is now near
our shores, but there is nothing doing
Thousands of men do- not know what
they are going to do to prepare for
the fishery which will be here in a
few weeks. The government sits cal­
lously by and says all the delay is
due to the Opposition. It is up to us
to plead the cause of those who are
not here to plead for themselves; the
first of the kind since we were grant­
ed responsible government. A leader
of it is the head of the organization
known as the Fishermen’s Union, but
still there is no effort made to help
those who are the mainstay of the
country. We know he did make an
effort last Fall, he took $500,000 for
320 men; there were 40 vessels in the
harbor with fish that carried 8 men
each. To-day we have htere a petition
from 20,000 people asking for a half
million to assist Mr. Harris to carry
on and supply his 4,000 planters. I
say that it is the bounden duty of the
government not only to assist him but
to take up the matter all over the coun
try and supply the people or else feed
them. Some form of employment will
have" to be given the next few months
I can speak, like my colleague, Dr.
Jones for my district, Hr. Main, which
is a most important one in connection
with the fishery and I say that the
fishermen there who are as industri­
ous as any in, the country cannot, go
on without assistance. I have now
spoken my 5 minutes and in closing T
trust that the Hon. Minister of Marine
in his generosity will do something so
that those mentioned in the petiton
and the others too may be able to go 
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and catch the codfish on which the
country depends.

MR. MACDONNELL—I would like
to say a word or two Mr. Speaker be­
fore the final disposal o>£ the petition
I have been of opinion from the first
that the matter of supplying is a dan­
gerous one. I have knowledge from
experience, but do not want to lay
down the law. It is known all over
the country what has been done as
to the purchasing of fish, and I be­
lieve that it has gone out through the
public news to the North, South, East
and tyest that the government propos­
es to give out supplies. I have re­
ceived an intimation from the people
of St. George's that they have the idea
this is going to be done. I want to
say right here that if a guarantee has
beien given to supply any section or
district you cannot draw the line be­
tween one and another. I say further
that if you embark on this policy I
will consistently agitate in this House
for an equal sum for my district for
the fishery or some other purpose. In
many instances, even in the case ol
brothers, one is a farmer and the oth­
er a fisherman: Most of the people in
my district are farmers and I think
that if the fishermen is supplied so
should the farmer be. If you subsidize
one, do the same to all districts. Here
is a message which I received through
the courtesy of the Prime Minister.

(Reads message.)
These three gentlemen who signed

this message are beyond reproach and
are thoroughly conversant with the
conditions existing in Bay of Islands
From that I think that the idea of the
government supplying is abroad.
Since I got this another came asking
how many men have been supplied. If
such is done we of St. George’s will
look out for our proportionate share.
The Hon. Min. of Marine has spoken
before of a plan for nationalizing the
fisheries and no time could be better
for it than now. If you embark on the
expenditure of 8 or 10 millions it is 

time for a plan to get it back to the
Treasury. I feel sure that before this
petition is disposed of we will near
from the Hon. Minister of Marine,
from the representatives of the West
Coast and from every member in the
House as to what they can offs’" or
suggest towards meeting this matter
v hich is the most serious that was
ever brought in here. I think n
should be considered before any other
business is transacted as it is of the
mo'l important 1 ature and th- opin­
ion or those on the other side should
t-e taken before poing on.

MR. CHEESEMAN—I presume Mr.
Speaker that if the Opposition mem­
ber’ lave 5 minv.’os to speak on this
matter, we on this side have the same.
In reference to the petition I rea.tr“
that it is too important to det* wl’.’i in
a few ca’nutes, and I will not say whe­
ther I agree w!th it or not. I am
nlcsvly identifiid with the fishery an>l
can fully sympathize fith the pnltion
to-day. With the firm of Harris or
any other which is in financial diffi­
culties, I sympathize. I am a merch­
ant myself, but not many of those who
have spoken here have any dealings
with the fishermen. As to my firm.
my father was not given m-t.ev to
ihr. w away. He was a fishe -'au and
sailed out of St. John’s as master for
$25 a month till he rose up and has
given his last dollar and security, ev­
en as far as the bottom of Paradise t*
help the fishermen. I am prepared to
do my best. I have been accused sere
to-day by Sir John Crosbie of being
a coward. He say what he likes,
I d'-n’t care. I supported the Fish
Regulations because I thought they
were in the best interests of the fish­
ermen and the country and I am not
afraid to say it. I am not afraid of
blame in that direction. If it means
my political or commercial dead. I am
prepared for it. I acted in good faith
and I am prepared to go back to the
people who sent me here and if turn
ed down I am satisfied. It is a fact 
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that Newfoundland is faced, wi 1 a
serious situation and we must grapple
with it, but we can’t take up a matter
of millions and deal with it in a lew
minutes. What we want is less poll
tics and more business and we would
be better off. Before an election every
one poses as the friend of the fisher­
man, but they forget it once they ar-?
returned. This has always been and
most likely will, continue to be the his­
tory of this country for a long time
to come. I may have more to saj' la­
ter on this matter, but I want to state
now that I am not afraid to state my
position last Fall and I am prepared
to stand or fall by it.

MR. VINICOMBE—I would like to
say a few words Mr. Speaker as to the
petition presented here by Hon. Mr.
Foote and I may state that I would not
like to pe in his shoes. It I went to
a district with a manifesto promising
everything like he did and the people
can now find nothing put depression
I would not like to be in his place.. Mr.
Cheesman says he is not ready to
state whether he will vote on this mat
ter or not, and then.refers to his fa­
ther. But I would like to say that Mr
Harris is also a fisherman and he rose
to the top too, but is again at the bot­
tom and through what nothing but the
Fish Regulaions. The Government has
squandered over 4 millions and we can
get no statement as to where it went.
The fishermen have to come in here
and ask for help and if I were in the
place of the members opposite I say
now that I would sit as an indepen­
dent rather than have my district
abused as their’s has been. I want to
say right here that when fishermen
such as Harris have to ask for sup­
plies we should certainly consider
their petition and do something and
Messrs. Foote and Cheesman should
find out why aid was given the North­
ern men before. I think they were en­
titled to it but why do not the repre­
sentatives for Burin get up and de­
mand it for the Western men. What

Is sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander. Mr. Cheesman gets up and
says he does not know what his po­
sition is in the matter, in spite of all
that has gone on. Sir M. P. Cashin
said that the Prime Minister codded
Newfoundland and the Prime Minis­
ter laughed at it.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I always
smile when attacked by Sir M. P.
Cashin.

MR. VINICOMBE—You smiled at
the crowd out there because you cod
died them too. I wish I had charge of
your four millions to spend.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—I dare
say you do.

MR. VINICOMBE—I would like to
hear the Hon. Min. of Justice express
himself on this matter. Why do you
not accept our proposition; we will go
cut and give you every opportunity to
do something. Now what you done
since closing the House last week; it’s
the little things that count up and you
have many that could have been at­
tended to. You have the matter 01
flour for instance. It was $17.50 dur­
ing the winter and is now about $14,
but is there any change in the price
of hard bread to-day. This is an ar­
ticle that is largely used by the fisher­
men and why is there no change in
the price. Hon. Mr. Coaker professes
to be their friend and why does he not
get hold of this matter. Why has it
not gone down, I ask the Minister of
Marine.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—It will have to go down.

MR. VINICOMBE—I knew I would
get you to do something. If I had an­
other 5 minutes to talk I’d get you to
give the half million to the fishermen.
Now, Mr. Spfeaker, I do not want to go
over the 5 minutes allowance but I
hope and trust that when you will get
together, as we will allow you to do
without obstruction, you will do some­
thing for the West as you did for the
North and if you decide on anything 
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reasonable and business-like I will
have no fault to find with you.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—MY.
Speaker, the petition brought before
the House by the Hon. Mr. Foote is one
of major importance and the Opposi­
tion should not lesseji weight and im­
portance of that as of others by intro­
ducing into the discussion of it per­
sonal offensives. I have asked the Su­
pervisor of debates for the report of
Sir John Crosbie’s remarks and will
deal with them later. May I suggest,
Sir, that the criticism of Hon. Mr.
Foote in his presentation of the peti­
tion is not at all fair. I was in my
seat when Sir John Crosbie who had
received it, crossed the floor and ask­
ed Mr. Foote to present it. He arose
and presented it and stated he was not
in a position to deal with it then, as
was only natural. His position was
in full accordance with procedure un­
der the circumstances. I will not now
deal with the large losses of the peti­
tioners as that is purely a business
matter. I regret that Mr. Harris’s
name should be so dealt with as it has
and I regret that a man of his stand­
ing should be dragged in here and his
losses laid bare as well as the other
things which contributed to these loss­
es, together with the million which he
attributes this year to the Fish Regu­
lations. This is without our purview
as it is purely a business matter and
when Hon. Mr. Foote said he was not
ready to deal with the petition I think
he took a sane stand. I had proposed
as I said at G.30 to present the Budget
but the talk of the others has delayed
it till this hour. I think it most un­
fair to criticize us for the closing of
the House the last few day's as the
proposition to do so1 really came from
the Opposition and I concurred in it.
It is unfair to criticize us for it. I
agreed as I knew some of my own
party would be glad of the opportunity
to visit their own homes. With re­
spect to the criticism that the Budgie,t
be delayed till this position be dealt 

with; it is essential that the House
have before it the fullest financial
statement. The presentation of the
Budget should take precedence of any
other financial matter. It is impos­
sible to deal with a matter involving
a capital of 10 millions or more before
the finances and expenditure of the
country are considered.

MR. HIGGINS—That is why it is
delayed.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—My state­
ment will cover all the financial posi­
tion up to the 30th of June. Any pro­
position such as that of the petition
must com/e up in the form of a resolu
tion, as if moved by a member.

MR. HIGGINS—In Canada and Eng­
land all large matters such as this pe­
tition are dealt with in the Budget.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—It should
be brought in the form of a resolution
The Budget should be dealt with first.

MR. FOX—Mr. Speaker, the one re­
mark of the hon. member for Burin,
Mr. Cheesman, and of the hon. the
Prime Minister that struck me very
forcibly was that this petition was
one of more than ordinary importance
and, therefore, I wondered why an at­
tempt was being made in face of this
to curtail a free expression of opinion
by the members on this side of the
House. I have in mind, Sir, petitions
of minor importance which occupied
much more of the time of this House
and which were the subject of five ot
six times the discussion which has re
suited in the case of that which we
are now discussing, a petition deal­
ing with matters touching the coun­
try’s most vital interests and the ex­
penditure of public monies, and one
that should by no means be treated in
the cursory manner in which it is ap­
parently the government’s intention
and desire to deal with it. I say that I
have asked myself why the govern­
ment attempts to do this and there is
but one answer that I can find. The
Government realizing that upon their
shoulders rests the full responsibility 
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for the conditions of affairs in this
country that makes an appeal such as
is embodied in this petition imperative
are very, very reluctant to admit their
fault and to let it be the subject of full
and frank discussion in this House,
and now I ask the government what
they are going to do about it. I think
that it is very necessary we should
have a full discussion of this matter,
not necessarily a discussion that
would be destructive but one that will
help in dealing with the question con­
fronting us.

The importance of this petition
cannot be lost sight of. I speak of it
with mixed feelings, feelings of sym­
pathy for the firm of Harris Ltd., who
have been compelled to thus appeal
for assistance in the continuation of
their business because they are facing
ruin to-day as a result of the pernici­
ous Fish Regulations, feelings of sor­
row that I cannot support the prayer
of the petition and of regret that the
hon. members for Burin should stand
idly by and allow the scandalous acts
of a scandalous government to bring
to the verge of insolvency and ruin
the very men who gave them the sup­
port that placed them in their seats in
this House.

It is the irony of fate that the duty
of presenting such a petition as this
should devolve upon, the Hon. Mr.
Foote and it would, be ironical if it
were not so sympathetic that it should
be one of the strongest supporters of
the government from whom the peti­
tion comes. There has been an at­
tempt made also to hide from the pub­
lic the real seriousness of the pres­
ent situation. It has been said that
the Opposition has time and again ex­
aggerated the dreadful conditions ex­
isting to-day, but if anything is to be
done we must know just where we
stand. You cannot apply the remedy
until you have first ascertained, the
cause. Can there be any doubt about
the seriousness of present conditions?
Is not this petition the strongest proof 

we could have that the Opposition has
not exaggerated and when I heard it
read I wondered that the man upon
whom rests the responsibility for
these conditions could take to his bos­
om, as he has done the one whose ne­
farious schemes had brought them
about. Mr. Bennett has spoken of an
observation made in this House to the
effect that Newfoundland has a mag­
nificent future, but permit me to say,
Sir, that in my opinion Newfoundland i
has a magnificent future behind her, '
and this is not so because of exchange !
or because of any of the other influ­
ences that have been put forward as

»an excuse to palliate the offence of
^hose responsible; it is due whollely
and solely by the Fish Regulations.
The hon. Prime Minister, although he
does not say so directly, insinuates
that the facts as set out by Mr. Har­
ris are not alone far fetched, but that
they are wrong, but Mr. Harris has
been in the public eye for some time;
he has had the white light thrown up­
on him perhaps more than any other
man in the country in this connection
and when the voice of.Mr. Harris was
awaited as to his opinion of the Regu­
lations it was an accepted fact that if
he said they were good and should be
continued his pronouncement would
immediately accepted by the govern­
ment and sent broadcast in the press;
yes, it -would have been shouted from
the very house tops and now when
this same Mr. Harris make's the states
ments he does here, they must be ac­
cepted as true. I should like to tell
the Hon. Prime Minister that it seems
to me most unfair, when Mr. Har­
ris has been courageous enough to lay
bare the facts of his business and in­
vites enquiry into these facts, that it
should be even hinted he is not stal­
ling what is true. I said, Mr. Speak­
er, that I had, a feeling of regret that
I could not support the prayer of the
petition. I cannot support it because
to do so would be to subscribe to a
principle that is vicious. If we vote
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away the funds of the colony to but­
tress any man’s business we must do
the same thing for all who might make
a similar appeal. If we accede to the
request in this petition what reply can
we make to the multitude of other bus
iness men who find themselves In the
same position if they come in and ask
for the same treatment, and moreov­
er, this does not apply particularly to
the fishery business but to the dry
goods and every other class of trade,
and it applies equally to all firms who
find themselves in need of funds to
carry on their business. It would ap­
ply to the F. P. U. organizations as
well as it would Harris Ltd., not that
I would say for a moment that the
leader of the F. P. U. would dream of
allowing the public funds to be used
in forwarding the interests of the con­
cerns with which he is connected. It
is a position we cannot tolerate; it is
a principle we can establish with re­
gard to the expenditure of public mo­
nies.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Mr.
Speaker, I would draw your attention
to the fact that the five minutes has
been exceeded by the hon. gentleman.

MR. FOX—Mr. Speaker, I am not
surprised that the hon. minister
should draw your attention to the
clock. I am not surprised that he
should want to curtail this discussion
so ‘hat his own part in the transaction
which have brought the present condi­
tions about may not be made public. I
know things about the conduct of Mr.
Jennings that w*ere I to tell them he
would appear in a very different light
from that in which he is seen to-day.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I chai..
lenge you to tell anything that could
in any way reflect upon me either in
my public or private life.

HON. THE SPEAKER—As the hon./
gentleman has exceieded the five min­
utes allowed for the discussion of the
matter before the House, I would ask
him to take his seat.

MR. FOX—The hon. Min. of Public

Works has asked me to substantiate
my statement and I am prepared to do
so.

HON. THE SPEAKER—I must ask
you to take your seat.

MR. FOX—If His Honor the Speak­
er will not give me the privilege of
substantiating my statement, then I
would appeal to the hon. Minister of
Public Works, as a gentleman very
close to the Speaker, to crave for me
the indulgence of the House while I
proceed to comply with the hon. Min­
ister’s request.

HON. THE SPEAKER—The five
minutes allowed you are gone.

MR. FOX—Then His Hon. the Speak
er refuses to allow me to proceed?

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER—Yes. ,
MR. FOX—In that case I move the '

adjournment of the House, and in mov
ing the adjournment of the House I
want to express my regret that the
Speaker should attempt to curtail the
debate in this manner. I think it is
very regrettable indeed Sir, that you
should see fit to curtail an expres­
sion of opinion on any matter coming
before this Chamber, but particularly
is it regrettable when the matter un­
der discussion is of such vast import­
ance as this which relates to the con
dition of a section of the country as
large and important as the West
Coast. I think it is a pretty pass we
have come to that we are not alone
bound hand and foot at hte feet of
inconsiderate and incompetent men,
but that we, the Opposition, the trus­
tees of the people in this House are
not permitted to give free expression
of their opinions. It is, however, in
keeping with the conduct of the pres­
ent administration for the past eight­
een months. The War Measures Act,
than which there could be no more
dangerous instrument in the hands of
incompetent and unscrupulous persons
and especially so in the hands of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, was
used by them without consideration <-f
the possible consequences. Why Mr.
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Speaker, it the War Measures Act
were used to strip every man in the
country of every right that has been
his from the time of the Magna Char •
ta. he would be powerless to resist and
that is what was used by the govern­
ment when they could gain their ends
by no other means and now they try
to close the mouths of those who would
protest against such treatment. It
maters not to me whether I speak for
five minutes or five hours, but the prin
ciple must not be forgotten and every
Hon. member of this House should, on
behalf of the electorate who sent him
here, protest against any vio­
lation of it. We have witnessed the
most tyranical acts on the part of the
Government and if we have public up
risings they are but the result of at­
tempts to crush the people. We had
an example of this a few days ago
when the public coming into this
House, and expressing approval or
disapproval of the governments ac­
tions, asked that fair play be accorded
them, were called by the government
press hooligans and we have not been
allowed to forget that occasion be­
cause the gentlemen who should nave
kept those who caused them under
control found himself unable to do so.
Therefore, I protest to-night against
any attempt being made to shut the
mouth of any member of this House,
and I am surprised Sir, that ycu
should be the first to attempt to take
such a regrettable step. If it were an
ordinary matter I would .not mind;
but here’s a petition that asks for the
appropriation of a half million dol­
lars, and if this House accedes to the
prayer'of the petitioners is it not only
natural for every other constituency in
the country, that is situated as Grand
Bank is, to ask you the same privilege
and as the Prime Minister himself has
said it may nvolve the expenditure cf
ten million dollars. Still we are asked
to consider the matter ip the space of
five minutes, and, as the Speaker of
the House puts it, the petition has
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been received and referred to the de­
partment to which it relates and will
be sunk into the oblivion of forgotten
things and never to be resurrected. It
is only natural that the government
should want to hide their transactions
for the past eighteen months; it is
only natural that they want to throw
dust in the eyes of the people and pre­
vent them from peering into the dir­
ty dark places the government- have
made within the past eighteen montl’s
and it is quite natural that they
should attempt to prevent the people
from instituing public enquiries. It is
only during the past week or ten days
that we have had the indecent specta­
cle of a Muster of the Crown, accused
of a public offence, attempting to pre
vent the public from getting the ap­
pointment of a commission to enquire
into the conduct of an office where he
was put and asked to solemnly pledge
himself and conduct properly. That
minister came down on the floors of
this Chamber and said that he court­
ed a public enquiry into all his actions
since he assumed office and he accus­
ed me of insinuating things and said
that I should have preferred definite
charges instead. But when definite
charges were preiferred and a Motion
made to appoint a Select Committee
to tell the people of Newfoundland the
story he refuses to allow such an
appointment. Then another Commis­
sion is asked for and the Government
burkes that enquiry also; and is it
not only natural Sir, that the attempt
on your part to limit debate is only
consistent with your attitude through­
out. Surely then it is only natural
that you are afraid to have your ac­
tions investigated and scrutinized as
to how your comported yourselves
while in office. But when yon a’tempt
to curtail the freedom of the individu­
al members of this Chamber, then you
are up against a hopeless proposition
Ai.d then the Hin Minister o* Public
XVo'.ks, who is at an age wnen he
should have learned more discretion,
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even it he has not a proper knowledge
of the conduct of the procedure of this
august assembly, has the impertinence
and audacity to get up and interrupt a
member of the Opposition because he
exercises his freedom of speech in

kthis Chamber. We are come to a pret­
ty pass, a delightful situation has aris­
en, when we are to sit down and jump
.up at the command of any man—even
a gentleman as important and as in­
fluential as the Hon. Min. of Public
Works. We are come to a pretty pass
when we must subject ourselves to the
dictation of a man who should know
better than to conduct himself in the
way he was during the past six weeks.
Does he imagine for one moment that
any member of this Opposition is go­
ing to allow hi to exercise his sover­
eign rights over his conduct in this
Assembly. I am surprised at the con­
duct of the Hon. Minister of Public
Works. I always thought that he was
a man of mystery and that he was one
of these delightful individuals, a fine,
courteous gentlemanly member, who
was above all things that seek to
hurt the feelings of any other person.
We have been told how sincere the
gentlean is, what a model of propri­
ety he is, what an exponent of the
great virtues he is and a man, who,
like Caesar’s wife, is above suspicion.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.—My
character was made before you were
out of your swaddling clothes.

MR. FOX—I am not talking of your
character before you entered the par--
ty you are associated with; but the
character you made since. For ex­
ample when the last administration
went out of office your government
was pleased to parade the names of
the several Ministers of that party be­
fore the world as crooks'of the worst
characters, blacklegs, scoundrels, men
who should be inside the walls of the
Penitentiary rather than inside the
walls of public offices, and your lead­
er, carried away .by the sense of re­
sponsibility upon his shoulders 

brought Auditors from American to
properly investigate the scandals of
that administration. Of course the
gentlemen that Newfoundland is pay­
ing for doing her audit work were
not good enough; the government had
to import Auditors. Those visitors re
ported that in every respect they
found those departments conducted as
they should be and that there was not
a single stain on the characters of the
gentlemen that you Sir, and your par­
ty immortalized in black headlines in
your paper. Its a axiom of British
law that a man is innocent until prov­
en guilty; but you and your associates
found guilty every man who was op­
posed to you. You hanged him first
and tried him afterwards. And then
we have the Hon. member for Twillin­
gate saying “I am going to ta.ke charge
of the Department of Public Works, a
department that has been prostitut­
ed.” The late head of that depart­
ment was held up to public scorn and
ridicule by one who was not fit to tie
his shoe-strings, because what else Mr.
Woodford might have done he did not
do anything for his own selfish ends
or personal aggrandisement. Mr. Jen,
nings was going to bring order out of
chaos in that department. He was
the lovable and proper man; but the
public accounts which have - come
down here show that he has saved for
the government the fabulous sum of
$239 on the purchase of splits. And
then the Hon. member goes around
dwelling with pride over his wonder­
ful achievement. The Harbor Main el­
ection next comes around and there­
by hangs a tale. I wish I were ca­
pable tonight of bringing in somebody
who could play a nice sorrowful piece
of music while I am telling that story
music that would instinctively be a
sort of dreamy, mystic, mournfull, sor­
rowful medley when you hear it. The
government provided thousands of
dollars belonging to the people of
Newfoundland and they threw it
around Hr. Main district and bought 
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votes with it and then they ran It in
the pay sheets of the department of
Public Worsk under the guise that
$7,000 was expended in that district
for the necessary purpose of snow
shovelling. Where do we find this
great exponent of public virute, Mr.
Jennings? Do we find him coming
out and taking a firm stand against
things of that sort as he said he
would? And do we hear him repro­
bating the government for putting
through such a transaction? The un­
lawful expenditure of $7,000 out of
the public monies was ostensibly for
snow shovelling, but in reality to buy
votes. And then we wonder if any
man has any doubt of Mr. Jennings’
protestations of public virtue. There is
another chapter in this story that I
might enlarge upon to-night, but will
refrain from doing so. For the fu­
ture I would advise the Minister of
Public Works to be careful at what he
says to me.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—It’s a
terrible affair to interrupt you.

MR. FOX—I don’t care what you say
to anybody else; that won’t affect me.
And perhaps I might tell you some­
thing else. A few short weeks ago
you attempted in the same manner to
impertinently interrupt me when I
was talking about the manner in which
the public services of Newfoundland
were being carried on North of Bac-
calieu and when I was pointing out
that a half million dollars of the pub­
lic monies was taken and given to the
fishermen North of Baccalieu. He rose
in his chair and said that I could not
point to one single dollar that went
to the district of Twillingate of that
money. I was not talking of his dis­
trict at all at the time, but I have a
fairly strong suspicion that when the
good things of the government were
being given out that the last man to
get something was not a Twlllingata
man. Do you remember the year of
grace 1917 and the following year 1918
and the previous year 1916 when a pe­

tition came from your district to the
Legislature to cut pit props. Permis­
sion was given to cut on the three
mile limit in order to keep the people
from starving.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—No such
thing; that’s not correct.

MR. FOX—It is correct. Look up
the records of the House. They speak
with far more force than you speak.
The contractors went down there and
fitted out crews who went in and cut
the pit props and were paid for cutt­
ing them and were given grub during
the process. They were told to bring
the pit props and store them on the
banks. Unfortunately, the pit props
were held up on account of shipping
not being available. These contrac­
tors had spent tens of thousands of
dollars on the manufacture of these
pit props and were prevented from
taking delivery of them owing to not
being able to get ships to take them
to England where they were to be sold
The people around Twillingate tooii
advantage of the delay and they help­
ed themselves to the pit props that
did not belong to them and when they
were asked about the matter they said
that they took them on your word. The
owners of he pit props were compelled
to institute criminal proceedings
against the people who were respon­
sible and I was retained by some of
those contractors to go and prosecute
those people. I went down and carried
out my duty and since I have been im-
montalized in the pages of the "Advo­
cate” because I did something that the
administration of justice in Newfouno
land is sworn to do. I was mejely
performing a duty to a client who re­
tained me, and when I went to enquire
into the circumstances I found that
justice should be tempered with mer­
cy. In a great many cases these poor
unsophisticated men were responsible
because in many cases they had foi
lowed out the guidance of people to
whom they look for protection and
assistance. Eight or nine men were 
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f ried before a certain Stipendiary ma­
gistrate and were convicted and fined.
The learned magistrate when trying-
these men expressed his regret that he
had to inflict a penalty on them be­
cause he did not blame them so much
as the gentleman who sit in this
House and told them to do what they
did; and it came out in sworn evi­
dence, in my presence, that the gentle
man, who told them to help themselves
to the property that did not belong tc
them and whose advice eventually
landed them in the position that they
had to dip down in their pockets, was
one by the name of Mr. W. B. Jenn­
ings.

MIN. OF PUBLIC' WORKS—As the
hon. member for St. John’s East has
finished his side of the story, I would
ask him to take his seat while I give
my side of it. I was wondering what
the hon. member was trying to get at
when he started back in the years
1916-17-18 to tell the history of the
cutting of pit props in this country.
During the war representations were
made in Newfoundland from the Old
Country that they were badly in need
of timber of that kind and it was
thought they would be procurable in
Newfoundland more so than in any
other part of the British Empire. For­
merly it was got in Norway. The re­
sult was that certain legislation was
introduced here making £he exporta­
tion of it possible. Nobody at that
time ever dreamt that the cutting of
(hat timber was going to reach .the pro
portions it did. Operations were car­
ried on in Twillingate district and the
second year of the cutting of timber
showed some of us that the forest on
the South Side of the Bay would bt
denuded if operations were continued
much longer. Consequently, represen­
tations were made to the government
of the day that it was. unwise to cut
timber on the three mile limit any
looser and our reaueat was acceded
to. Personally, not being a Lawyer, I
thought it was necessary to safeguard 

the interests of the people in the dis,
trict. What happened was that cer­
tain contractors, who expected to
make a fortune from having this tim­
ber cut, put up a proposition to the
Morris government that the people in
Twillingate district were starving so
that they could get permission to cut,
and I say now as I said at that time
that the district was never in a mortj
prosperous condition than it was at
that time. These contracors got an
Act passed allowing them to operate

kon the three mile limit. They had
young men at work there who were in
teapablc for the work. Lots came from
the Southern districts and not half of
the men belonged to Twillingate pro).
er. However, the feeling among the
people of Twillingate regarding the
cutting of that timber was that it
ought not be cut and that it was bad
for he counry. I remember when that
matter was discussed in this House.
The present Judge Morris, who was
then a sitting member for the district
of Placentia, contended that he did
not consider that the people had brok­
en the law by appropriating that tim­
ber, but that the government broke the
law by allowing those contractors to
cut it. In 1915 I was the means of
getting a certain Act passed prevent­
ing timber from being cut and left in
different parts of our Bays where
they were no inhabitants in some
places after eighteen months would
not longer be the property of the per.
son who cut it. This Act while not in­
tended to apply to Saw Mills was la­
ter attached to the Saw Mills Act.

.However, the point I want to matte’
clear to this House is that lhe people
who appropriated that timber that
Mr. Fox alluded to never approached
me about the matter. I never knew
anything about any man going to take
that timber until I heard that a; num­
ber of men were being brough before
court and they wrote to me about it.
I replied by sending them a copy of
the Act passed in 1915, but declined 
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any responsibility. whatever for theh
conduct and I intimated in my reply
that as' far as I was personally con­
cerned that I would have nothing
whatever to do with it. The people
took the timber on their own respon­
sibility before I knew a word about it.
Personally I believe that various opin
ions can be put on the clause relating
to pit props in that Act; but I want to
say plainly and fairly and particu­
larly to my friend Mr. Fox, who made
fthe charge against me to-night, that
I never encouraged by word or deed or
in any shape or form, any man in the
taking of this timber. I hope that I
shall have no worse charge level­
led at me than that as long as I live,
and that I shall feel my conscience as
clear about everything else as I do
about that timber episode. If I don’t
I shall not have to trouble much about
the hereafter.

MR. FOX—The hon. member has
evidently gone into the realms of me
taphysics. If as the Hon. gentleman
says he did not tell those men to take
those pit props then he is in the same
position as most of us on this side of
the House; he has been badly belied.
Not alone has the hon. member’s char­
acter ■ been taken away by ordinary
word of mouth, but his character was
taken away by sworn testimony by
the very people who took this proper­
ty. I am prepared to take his word,
but I am pointing out to him this fact
that in the . district he represents, in
my own presence and before a British
Tribunal of justice men got in the
witness box and they swore that they
were- told to take pit props by Mr.
Jennings. It-makes no matter to me
whether- you told one man to take
them -or whether you told one hundred
men te take them. The -evidence calls
for depletion of these contracts in your
district-. A report was circulated that
you told- your people to help them­
selves to -wood which they had been
paid to cut, property as sacred to the
men who employed'them as the furni­

ture in their houses. Contractors you
Say made fortunes

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I- did
not, I said that the contractors ex­
pected to make fortunes.

MR. FOX—They- met with heavy los
ses instead, losses that they would not
have met with had the people repre­
sented by you been guided properly. I
do not blame these people, but I blame
their representative, who failed to re­
gard the sacred rights of property.
Now if Mr. Jennings had only remain­
ed silent this passage at arms would
not have taken place. I did not come
here with a chip on my shoulder look­
ing for you, but I can’t take my place
here but Mr. Jennings is looking
around for something to say to me.
Never trouble trouble till trouble trotf
bles you, and then don’t trouble. I
didn’t think of you at all, I had no idea
where you were to-night. The first I
knew of you was when your voice
rang out, “Mr. Speaker, I draw your
attention to the fact that the hon.
members for St. John’s East exceeded
the five minutes. I don’t want to
cross swords with the honorable mem­
ber any more than is necessary. If I
have to administer punishment to the
Hon. Minister or any other member of
this House, it is not with relish I do
it, but of necessity. In future might I
ask him to keep silent, to refrain from
interrupting, and observe the rudimen
tary principles of debate in this House
Now instead of the original five min­
utes I have taken nearly an hour, I
have had to depart from the subject,
wearying myself, and perhaps the gov­
ernment, and now I have to come
back to it again. I move the adjourn­
ment of this House and in doing so t
want to say I view the petition pre­
sented by Mr. Harris with the utmost
seriousness and sympathy, sympathy
for that gentleman who has had to ex­
pose his business to his fellow coun­
trymen, and admit he has met with
severe losses which have crippled his
business- of twenty-five years success­
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ful standing with feelings of indigna­
tion that the government of which he
was a loyal supporter should have
been, responsible for this, feelings of
surprise that members like Mr. War­
ren, Mr. Foote, Mr. Cheesman, and
Mr. Small should have remained si­
lent and inactive while their districts
were being bled white, feelings of re­
gret that I cannot support the prayer
of the petition because of the princi­
ple it involves, feelings of hope that
the government will arise like Phoe­
nix out of the depths of their incom­
petency, and if they themselves have
not the ability that they will seek as­
sistance outside their own ranks. Ths.
position in Newfoundland is far morei
critical than the government thinks,
or admits, our whole staple industry
is at stake and this government is in­
active, they adjourn from day to-day
with nothing done for weeks at a time,
last week they adjourned it from
Thursday to to-day. They seem para­
lysed, and they have not the common
decency to give up a charge which
they cannot control, which they can­
not protect. I ask them to attend to
this matter with a full realisation of
the seriousness of the situation, to
give it their best attention, and to do
so in th knowledge that this Opposi­
tion will be too ready to co-operate in
a concerted attempt to save the land
of which we are all so proud.

I regret Mr. Speaker, that I cannot
like the others who have preceded me,
thank you for the courtesy of the in­
dulgence extended to them.

Hon. the Prime (Minister gave No
tice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled "An
Act Respecting Veneral Diseases.”

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re­
turns of Reid-Newfoundland Company,
under schedule “E" for period July
1st, 1919 to June 30th 1920.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.

Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Dr. Jones gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Vinicombe gave Notice of Ques­

tion.
Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question
MR. BENNETT—Asked Hon. the

Min. of Posts and Telegraphs if it is
correct that Mr. Geo. F. Mcores, Post
master at Heart’s Content is pension­
ed, and if Mr. Walter Young is ap­
pointed in his place, if such is the
case to state how long Mr. Moores has
been in the public service, what is his
age, and why he has been pensioned,
also to state if any returned soldiers
were applicants for the position, and
if so why one of them was not ap­
pointed?

MR. HALFYARD—In reply to that
question I might say that I did not
see the Order Paper till I came here
this afternoon. There is a mistake in
the name. The gentleman in question
is not pensioned. I asked over the
’phone how long he has been in the
service, and I find it is six or seven
years. I don’t know his age. The
reason he has retired because he Is
suffering and has been for the past six
months from a peculiar illness. Two
or three months ago a returned sailor
made application for this position, but
at the time we were hoping he would
be able to return to his position. I
understand that the gentleman who
applied has since found employment
of perhaps a more remunerative na­
ture. I do not know of any other ap­
plication.

MR. BENNETT—I would like to
point out to the Minister that I don't
think it is good enough for a Minister
to come here and say he (did not see
the Order Paper. The custom is to
have an Order Paper sent to the dif­
ferent departments before the session,
and I would ask him to let me have
that answer in writing on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Min. of Finance and Customs, if
it is correct that the sugar remaining 
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in the hands of the Food Control
Board has all been disposed of to one
purchaser, if the said purchaser is
J. J. Rossiter, if Hon. M. P. Gibbs is a
silent partner in the firm of J. J. Ros­
siter; if J. J. Rossiter received any ad
vance information as to the rate of
duty to be imposed on sugar in the
Budget; and if the government pro­
poses to take any action to cancel the
contract that appears to be of a sus­
picious character?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—All the sugar was not disposed of
to one purchaser. Mr. Rossiter is one
I think of nine purchasers. I do not
know whether Mr. Gibbs is a silent
partner in the firm of J. J. Rossiter.
Mr. Rossiter had no advance informa­
tion.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—To ask the
Min. of Shipping what was the cost
of the salt now in this city and im
ported by the government: what was
the cost of freight; what do the other
expenses amount to; what will the
salt be sold at and what will be the
loss, if any, to the government; also
if the F. P. IT. is interested to any ex­
tent in the importation of this cargo;
and if so what steps are being taken
to see that this organization bears its
share of cost?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries, in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission, to lay on the Table of
the House the annual statement of the
Reid Newfoundland Company for the
year ending June 30th, 1920, and also
a statement of the operations of the
Railroad under the Commission for the
ten months ending on the 30th of Ap­
ril of this year.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS­
TER—Tabled a reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister, in the absence of
the Hon. Min. of Finance and Customs,
if imports, of cube sugar have been 

permitted into the Colony during the
last few days, and if such sugar is
now being sold at from eighteefi to
twenty cents a pound, whereas granu­
lated sugar costs a higher figure, and
if so is not this import contrary to
law and how does it happen that it has
been permitted?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS
TER.—Tabled the information.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister, in the absence of
the Hon. Min. of Finance and Customs
seeing that the Hon. Min. of Marine
& Fisheries claims it is not in his de­
partment, to lay on the Table of the
House a list of the foreign going ves­
sels which ordinarily take away car­
goes of codfish, now lying in this
port; how many of the vessels are un­
employed and the reason they are so
unemployed; also an estimate of the
number of seamen out of work as a
result of unemployment, and what
steps, if any, the government propos­
es to take to afford relief to the men
so unemployed?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I will ask the Assistant Collector to
prepare the information. It will pro­
bably be ready in a day or two.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Min. of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the Table of the House a copy
of the account of the General Contin­
gencies from July 1st last to date.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Tabled a reply.

And it being past midnight.

THURSDAY, May 26th.
Pursuant to order and on motion of

Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Ways and Means.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
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BUDGET SPEECH.
(Owing to the illness of the lion. H. J. Brownrigg, Minister Finance

and Customs, the Budget Speech was delivered by Hon.
R. A, Squires, K.C., Prime Minister.)

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER: —
May 25th, 1921.

Mr. Speaker, in accordance with the custom of the House I take the op­
portunity on this motion that the House do now resolve itself into a Com­
mittee of the Whole on Ways and Means to present the annual Budget.

It is a matter of great personal regret to every member of this Legisla­
ture that the Hon. H. J. Brownrigg, the Minister of Finance and Customs,
has for many months past been suffering from an illness which has made his
attendance to the business of his Department utterly impossible, and conse­
quently the responsibility has devolved upon me of addressing you on this
occasion.

During the period of War the contesting nations paid for the War in
blood; now that the War is over, we in common with others have to make
our payments in money. Newfoundland was glad as a patriotic Colony of our
great Empire to bear its responsibility to the Empire and to civilization
through its fighting forces on both sea and land and through its sacrifices at
home, and now we have to face the post-war problems of re-organization, re­
construction and deflation, and at the same time carry the large liabilities
which the War has entailed. Deflation, reconstruction and re-organization
after the world turmoil of four years’ War are naturally difficult and trying
problems, and we have to approach them in a spirit of seriousness and self­
sacrifice. The trade depression throughout the world has seriously affect­
ed Newfoundland, and while we are fortunate in not having in our Colony a
depression so serious and a trade disorganization so extreme as in many oth­
er countries, yet we have to realize that Newfoundland is now passing through
a period of trade depression, deflation and liquidation which demands the
serious consideration of every patriotic Newfoundlander.

Our chief source is revenue of Customs returns, practically the whole of
which is an ad valorem duty on imported goods. In November last the high
prices which had prevailed dropped almost suddenly, with the consequent re­
sult of a great depreciation in Customs returns.

During the previous year the leading importing merchants had brought
into this country goods estimated at a value of seven million dollars over and
above the natural requirements for that year. Their decision to make these
large importations was undoubtedly due to the fact that the termination of
'War did not, as was expected, cause an early depression in values, but in­
stead, prices continued.to advance, and in view of the situation the importers
felt that for their own protection large importations should be made. As a
consequence last year’s revenue was augmented by an estimated amount of
two million dollars over and above the duties which would be collected on
normal supplies for that year, with the result that the quantities of imports
during the present fiscal year were proportionately reduced because of the
large stocks on hand. This has necessarily meant a corresponding reduction
in revenue. In other words, the increases of §3,299,243.88 in the Customs re­
turns for 1919-20 over the year 1917-18 represented to a substantial extent
duties collected on surplus stocks which are going into consumption during
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the current fiscal year, and a consequent reduction of revenue on this year’s
returns. In addition, there is a shortage in revenue due to general trade de­
pression throughout the world and the shrinkage in taxable value of imported
goods subject to taxation on an ad valorem basis.

I estimate that the total revenue from all sources to the 30th day of June
next will be $8,244,104.18, made up as foilowls:

Customs  $6,060,709.15
Postal  234,674.80
Telegraph .  150,436.02
Inland Revenue Stamps  55,224.80
Crown Lands  84,307.80
Taxes and Assessments .  244,125.04
Fees Institutions  5,118.91
Excess Profits and Income Tax  600,494.92
Liquor Sales . ......................... 345,877.90
Broom Department  8,701.14
Fines and Forfeitures  7,000.00
Interest Guaranteed Loans .  56,485.24
Miscellaneous Revenue  160,948.46
Probate Duties  ..................................... 50,000.00

Amount of Arrears collectable from A.A.Tel.Co. 180,000,00
 

$8,244,104.18
This, together with estimated balance to the credit of Surplus Trust Ac­

count as at June 30th, 1921, amounting to $3,001,186.21, makes a total credit
of $11,245,290.39 on Current Revenue and Surplus Trust Accounts.

The expenditure during the current fiscal year, estimated up to the 30th
day of June next, amounts to a total of approximately $11,171,821.07 made up
as follows:
Amount voted as per Estimates of last year .  $9,766,859.24
Amount expended for which Supplementary Supply will be

sought (estimated)  1,151,961.83
Expenditures under Audit Act ....................... 380,000.00

Less dropped balances surrendered to the Treasury, (estimated)
$11,298,821.07

127,000.00

$11,171,821.07
This leaves a credit balance as at the 30th day of June next of $73,469.32.

That is to say, the Colony liquidates its liabilities as on the 30th day of June
next and starts the next fiscal year with a credit balance of $73,469.32 in the
Surplus Trust Account.

An examination of the details of Supplementary Supply will show that
large amounts were paid during the past year in connection with the neces­
sary completion and equipment of undertaking inaugurated by the late Ad­
ministration, such as the Sanatorium and Insane Asylum Extensions, the con­
sequent additional cost and maintenance of these institutions, the consolida­
tion of the Statutes of Newfoundland undertaken many years ago but only
partly paid for by the late Administration, and various other projects the re­
sponsibilities for which fell upon this Administration to liqudate.

The serous problem to which I now direct your attention is the matter of 
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finance for the coming fiscal year ending June 30th, 1922. In view of the
present world turmoil in financial and industrial matters, and the trying cir­
cumstances incidental to deflation, the problem of estimating with any de­
gree of accuracy is exceedingly difficult and consequently the figures which
I shall submit are based upon a most conservative calculation, as it is im­
perative that this Legislature and the Colony should face the situation
squarely from a purely business standpoint and be prepared to make the
necessary sacrifices to ensure safe and sound financing.

Last year’s Estimates amounted to a total of $9,766,859.24. The Esti­
mates already tabled show a total of $8,143,796.30. This represents a pre­
liminary reduction of $1,623,062.94 in the public services of the Colony. I
say “Preliminary" because the Estimates as tabled show only such reduc­
tions as had been determined upon when the printers were instructed to sub­
mit the proof for further revision. The printers’ strike has made it neces­
sary for me to table the Estimates in that form, and I am submitting the fur­
ther reductions separately, as under existing strike conditions great delay
would result if any other course were followed. The exact figure of the es­
timated expenditure for the year 1921-22 is $7,885,295.15, together with the
sum of $422,500.00, being interest for a period of thirteen months from the
first day of June, 1921 to tbe30th day of June, 1922, on the new loan of six
million dollars, making a total estimated expenditure of $8,307,795.15. This
shows a reduction of $1,881,564.09 in the estimated expenditure for the public
services of the Colony, less new interest charge of $422,500.00, being a net
reduction of $1/,459,064.09

It will be noticed that in the Estimates as tabled there has been no re­
duction in the salaries of civil servants. It is proposed that the salaries of
civil servants as voted remain in the Estimates as at last year, and that a
special bill be introduced making a percentage reduction in all civil ser­
vants’ salaries, including the salary of His Excellency the Governor, the
judges of the Supreme Court, Ministers of the Crown, and the sessional in­
demnity of members of the House of Assembly and Legislative Council. It is
also proposed that a Civil Service Commission of three be appointed to ex­
amine into the various public services of the Colony and report to His Ex­
cellency the Governor in Council as to what steps may be taken to maintain
the efficiency of the service at a substantially reduced cost. This Commis­
sion would also deal with any special cases of hardship which resulted from
the application of the Salary Reduction Act, as it is quite possible that in the
operations of a general law some salaries may be reduced below the pre-war
standard, and in the event of a necessary office occupied by an efficient civil
servant whose pre-war salary did not exceed the pre-war standard of salar­
ies for civil servants, a serious injustice might result. I estimate that the
proposed measure will represent a reduction in civil service salaries of
$230,000.00. For the purpose of dealing with the Estimates, however, this
does not appear as a reduction in the Estimates, but will appear as an ad­
dition to income, the intention being that the percentage reduction will be de­
ducted as the salary cheques are issued by the responsible Departments.

The revenue for the coming fiscal year I have estimated as follows:
Customs  $4,470,000.00
Customs Surtax Increase  1,117,500.00
Customs Surtax on Liquor ... /  30,000.00
Postal and Telegraphs ........ 360,000.00
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Crown Lands  80,000.00
Fines and Forfeitures  5,000.00
Inland Revenue Stamps .................. 50,000.00
Guaranteed Interest ................ 50,000.00
Broom Department Penitentiary  11,000.00
Fees Institutions, including General Hospital . 35,000.00

Taxes:—
Banks, cable etc $60,000.00
A. A. Tel. Co  60,000.00

Estate Duties  60,000.00
Liquor Sales  -480,000.00
Income Tax  150,000.00
Arrears collectable under Business Excess

Profits and Income Tax  100,000.00
Miscellaneous Revenue  150,000.00
Proposed Sales Tax  900,000.00
Proposed Civil Service reduction ............... 230,000.00

$8,404,500.00
Expenditure is estimated as follows:

Total estimated expenditure as per Estimates
1921-22 .........$7,885,295.15

13 months’ interest on new loan at 6% per cent.
on $6,000,000.00  422,500.00

$8,307,795.15
showing an estimated surplus on June 30th, 1922 of $96,704.85. Based upon
present tariff, the revenue for the coming year would probably not exceed
$6,127,000.00. The total expenditure estimated for the coming fiscal year is
$8,307,795.15. Thus without additional sources of revenue there would on the
30th day of June, 1922, appear an estimated deficit of $2,180,795.15. The ad­
ditional taxation proposed to meet this prospective liability is as follows:

Special War Tax of 25 p.e  $1,147,500.00
Civil Service Salaries Reduction Act  230,000.00
Sales Tax .■............................. 900,000.00

Total Additional Taxation ............... 2,277,500.00
Amount required as above  2,180,795.15

Estimated Surplus as shown above  $96,704.85
I do not propose to weary you with a discussion of past revenues and ex­

penditures, because the conditions which we are now facing are not such as
can be materially helped by a consideration of past returns. The situation is
brought about by the unparalleled world conditions of war and the aftermath
of war. We have to bear the interest burdens on a war expenditure of ap­
proximately $16,000,000.00. We have to face an estimated annual expendi­
ture of $1,750,000.00 due Immediately and directly to the participation of New­
foundland in the War. This sum includes interest on War expenditure, pen­
sions for soldiers and sailors, increased hospital, sanitarium and other ser­
vices to suitably provide for those who suffered during the War. In other
words, our increased annual burden immediately and directly attributable to 
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Newfoundland’s participation in the War is estimated at .$1,750,000.00, and
the indirect burden several million dollars additional for all of which revenue
in addition to pre-war revenue must be secured.

It was the intention of the Minister of Finance and Customs to have sub­
mitted a revised tariff at this session of the Legislature, and considerable
preliminary work was done with that in view. The illness of the Minister of
Finance and Customs for such a long period of time and the fact that it may
be impossible for him to attend the House during the present session has
made the carrying out of that program impracticable. A commission will con­
sequently be appointed for the purpose of a revision of the tariff, so that at
the next session of the Legislature such may be considered and taxation plac­
ed upon a more equitable basis (than it is at present.

The Sales Tax to which reference has been made takes the place of the
Business Profits Tax,w hich tax is not now in existence.

It is proposed to introduce legislation during the present session to pro­
vide for the leasing of some of the many salmon Ashing pools in the country,
and while I have not estimated any revenue from that source for the coming
fiscal year, yet it is a program which may reasonably be anticipted to bring
in some returns during the coming year and be a most productive source of
revenue in years to come.

The following are the trade returns for the past Ave years:—■.
Year Imports Exports

1915-16 ................... $16,427,336 $18,969,493
1916-17  ...................... 21,318,310 22,381,762
1917-18 '...................... 26,892,946 30,153,517
1918-19 ............................ 33,297,184 36,784,616
1919-20 ....... ........................ 40,533,388 34,865,438

From the above figures it will be noted that the Imports of 1916-17 ex­
ceeded those of 191516 by $4,390,974; those of 1917-18 exceeded those of
1916-17 by $5,574,636, and those of 1918-19 exceeded those of 1917-18 by
$6,404,238. The value of the imports between 1915-16 and 1918-19 doubled;
there is no doubt that during those years there was a large importation, but
the increase in the amount of value was due largely to the increase in the
cost of goods. I would particularly pall attention to the difference in the am­
ount of imports between 1918-19 and 1919-20 wheih amounts to $7,236,204.
This excess is not in any way due to increased prices, as the average of
prices for 1919-20 was, if anything, slightly less than for 1918-19, hence it
is clear that the large increase of importation, amounting of 22% per cent.
above that of 1918-19 is due mainly, if not solely, to over importation. This
would not only account for the large revenue of the year 1919-20 but would
also largely account for the shortness in revenue at present, as there is a
large amoiint of capital locked up in stocks that are remaining in the hands
of Importers. In looking through the importations I And the following in ex­
cess of the prveious year: I

Dry Goods .............................................. $379,935
Confectionery . 122,279
Groceries *• .............................. 223,921
Fancy wares............................................................... 12,000
Jams and Jellies  44,128
Jewellery  .................................................... 22,804
Leatherware ....................................................... 62,854
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Automobiles  ............................
Meats, canned
Preserved Meats  ••• ••••
Fresh Meats ......................................
Poultry and Game
Bacon, Hams and Tongues.................  ................. 30,467
Barrelled Beef . • 274,575
Oiled Clothes  1......... 55,023
Paper Hangings . • 58,310
Musical Instruments .  17,650
Perfumery................................................................... 11,818
Readymades  ......................................... 361,875
Feathers, Ribbons, Velvet, etc.  150,370
Soap.............................................................................. 61,185
Sugar .... • ,,.,, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,142,543 lbs.
Tea . . •• >............................ 591,882

Tobacco, Cigars, etc  34,007
Tweeds and Cloths  204,250
Women’s Dress Goods........................................ 67,687

These are a few of the principal excess importations for the year 1919-20.
The year 1919-20 is the first year since 1912-13 that the Imports have ex­

ceeded the Exports; then the amount of difference was $1,339,476, last year
the excess of Imports amounted to $5,667,950.

Our total funded debt as a Colony will on the 30th day of June, 1921, be
approximately $49,000,000.00. Of this amount approximately $2,000,000.00 re­
presents the Municipal debt of the city of St John's. This Colony conse­
quently compares in an exceptionally favorable manner with other colonies
and countries in that (the total funded indebtedness of the entire Colony, in­
cluding all Municipal indebtedness, will on the 30th day of June, 1921, be less
than $50,000,000.00.

The loan of $6,000,000 which has recently been floated is being applied ap­
proximately as follow's:
(a) $2,500,000.00 approximately for railway purposes. This includes the

. $1,500,00 Loan Act of last year, which money was raised as a temporary
loan from the Bank of Montreal, and the cost of purchase of certain new
and improved equipment, certain railway improvements, and that por­
tion of the deficit for which the Colony is responsible on current year’s
operations.

(b) $00,000 approximately for the St. John’s Municipal Council, which $500,-
000 1b the capital indebtedness of the Municipal Council for public
works during recent years and upon which the Council will pay the an­
nual interest charge.

(c) ' $500,000 for Public Works.
(d) $1,000,000 as a refund to the Surplus Trust Account of moneys paid out

of the Surplus Trust Account for War purposes which sum should have
been borne on capital account.

(e) $1,500,000 as a reserve for the general purposes of the Colony.
This means that the Colony will have approximately $2,500,000.00 out of

the total loan jpf $6,000,000.00 as a reserve.
The Newfoundland Railway problem has not Worked out very satisfactor-

"ily during the past year under the joint management created by the nppoint- 

45,301
108,020

18,315
207,152
32,746
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ment of the Railway Commission whose term, of office expires on the 30th day
of June next. The operations of the railway will not be continued under the
control of the Railway Commission after that date. If the Reid Newfound­
land Company is not in a position to further finance their undertakings and
carry out their contractual obligations to the Government, the Reid Newr
foundland Company may find it necessary to wind up its operations in New­
foundland, twhen the many important legal and financial matters outstanding
between the Government and the Reid Newfoundland Company will have to
be determined by legal or other proceedings, and the railway and steamship
systems operated by a receiver, so that the public trasportatjon services of
the Colony may not be interfered with, in which event entirely new arrange­
ments must necessarily be made for the management and operation of the
railway and coastal systems. In any event, a program for railway and coastal
reorganization will be submitted to the Legislture at its next session.

I feel that I should not let this occasion pass without expressing my deep
regret that there are some unpatriotic Nwefoundlanders amongst us who by
their voice in this House of Assembly, by their private conversations both at
home and abroad, and by their writings in the local and foreign press, have
for their own personal and supposed political advantage been prepared to at­
tempt to sacrifice the financial reputation of the land of their birth on the
altar of their own personal selfishness and ambition. For more than a year
and a half there has been a concerted attempt of political opposition origin
to injure the foreign trade and foreign credit of our Colony for the deliberate
purpose of embarassing the Government in this hour of world turmoil and de­
flation. I desire merely to say to my fellow countrymen who are loyal New­
foundlanders that such men are few, and as the years go by will count for
less and less in Newfoundland life and as an influence abroad; and to the
world at large I would say that Newfoundland already crossed the trough of
the wave of depression and is steadily rising to a greater and more per­
manent prosperity than ever before.

The resolutions which I propose to submit to the Committee may be sum­
marized as follows—

duties; in the case of spirits 50 p.c.
2. A reduction and adjustment of the export tax on fish. The reduction

is estimated at approximately 20 p.c. of present export tax. The ad­
justment in favour of Newfoundland registered vessels is an encour­
agement and protection for locally owned and operated shipping.

3. An adjustment on imported sole leather, so that manufacturers who
import sale leather in strips be not discriminated against, and the fur­
ther manufacture of boots and shoes encouraged.

4. The preference recently given to Kerosene Oil when imported in wood
packages is to be repealed.

5. The exemption clause in the Income War Tax Act, 1918 is made clear­
er in certain particulars and clergymen are made exempt from income
taxation.

6. The irregular practice of a sturdy ten years’ growth by which free en­
tries have been permitted and drawbacks, and refunds given without
special statutory authority is declared illegal.

7. Home industries are protected by the proposal enactment of special
“Dumping” legislation.
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8. The bank tax formerly collected under the Business Profits Act is
continued.

I append hereto for the information of the Committee the following com­
parative statements in tabular form:

(a) Statement showing original estimates of expenditures. Supple­
mental Supply and expenditures under Audit Act, for a period of ten
years; a statement of revenue and expenditure, showing Surplus or De­
ficit, covering a period of ten years; a statement of the public debt, show­
ing interest charges thereon for a period of ten years.

(b) Statement of revenue, showing the various heads under which
the revenue is scured, covering a ten-year period.

(c) Statement of estimates of salaries of civil servants from the
year 1914-15 to the year 1919-20.

(d) Details of percentage increases to salaries, illustrating the ef­
fects on salaries of increases from 191G-17 to date.

(e) Statement of Surplus Trust Fund estimated as at the 30th day of
June, 1921.
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ORIGINAL
Together with Supplementary Supply and Expenditure

1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14

Original Estimate.................... $ 3,055,055.22

307,774.15

43,448.85

$ 3,331,814.20

248,643.54

7,711.84

$ 3,603,639.05

227,815.37

54,175.25

$ 3,735,074.41

244,719.17

17,181.69

Supplemental Supply.............

Audit Act, Section. 33 .. ..

Total.............................. $ 3,406,278.22 $ 3,588,169.58 $ 3,885,629.67 $ 3,996,975.27

Revenue.................................... $ 3,527,126.43

3,354,746.52

$ 3,736,455.87

3,524,652.51

$ 3,919,040.43

3,803,561.42

$ 3,618,329.13

3,920,178.21Expenditure..............................

Surplus.. •............................... $ 172,379.91 $ 211,803.36 $ 115,479.01

Deficit....................................... $ 301,849.08

Public Debt.............................. $27,176,280.18

1,025,302.88

$27,489,956.92

1,036,399.94

$29,670,060.54

1,105,996.36

$30,450,765.27

1,115,384.32Interest on Public Debt.. ..
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ESTIMATES,
under Audit Act, from 1910-11 to 1919-20, inclusive.

1914-15 1915-16 ' 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

$ 3,936,622.85

168,120.97

42,893.88

5 4,051,690.37

124,415.94

30,745.07

$ 4,081,457.63
417,450.91

83,515.00

38,280.31

1$ 4,571,167.49
J 234,165.00

700,338.00

1$ 5,371,020.00
J 26,500.00

1,373,413.57

51,523.76

}$ 7,079,717

2,412,219

36,595

S 4,147,837.70 $ 4,206,851.38 $ 4,620,703.85 $ 5,505,670.79 $ 6,822,457.33 $ 9,528,532

S 3,950,790.25

4,008,622.76

$ 4,600,271.66

4,110,885.39

$ 5,206,647.53

4,554,890.58

$ 6,540,082.69

5,369,454.75

$ 9,535,725.16

6,766,430.51

$10,597,561

9,247,006

$ 431,553.76 $ 651,756.95 $ 1,170,'627.94 $ 2,769,294.65 $ 1,350,554

$ 57,832.51

531,454,678.45

1,173,385.88

$34,489,665.60

1,258,912.19

$34,489,765.60

1,338,916.80

$34,489,955.60

i 1,490,127.48

$42,032,785.60

1,951,508.65

$43,033,035

2,148,795

1
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REVENUE FOR TEN YEARS—

1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1013—14

Customs....................................

Postal and Telegraphs

Crown Lands...........................

Fines and Forfeitures

Liquor Licenses......................

Inland Revenue Stamps.. ..

Interest Guaranteed Loans .

Brooms—Penitentiary .. ..

Fees—Institutions...................

Profit on Coin..........................

Taxes and Assessments.. ..

Estate Duties...........................

Liquor Sales.............................

Excess Profit’s Tax...............

$ 2,898,615.25 $ 3,142,491.29 $

197,216.65 200,071.78

192,334.45 119,708.87

5,854.45 6.940.03

5,829.00 5,746.50

14,479.33 14,479.33

55,104.86 57,041.10

12,733.51 12,405.62

3,047.16 3,473.88

29,249.99

51,806.13 51,586.29

Income Tax

Miscallenous—General .. ..

Miscellaneous—In aid of
Revenue............................

90,105.64 91,691.13

3,283,304.89 $ 3,083,313.46

203,986.78 215,124.95

105,008.99 146,021.39

5,695.99 ■ 5,221.18

5,366.50 5,096.45

16,645.63 18,151.88

58,396.44 56,313.64

11,616.86 9,239.57

3,965.03 4,459.29

84,560.00

55,728.62 38,651.32

84,674.70 36,735.72

$ 3,527,126.43$ 3,736,455.87$ 3,919,040.43$ 3,618,328.85
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT.

* In 1914-15 $500,000 was taken from Loan and $198,150 from Reserve Fund, in
aid of Revenue.

1914—15 1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

$ 2,744,567.85 $ 3,950,688.42 $ 4,470,537.56 $ 4,923,396.31 $ 7,191,260.71 $ 8,658,255.00

228,504.20 262,798.89 282,220.29 330,906.76 410,891.02 417,962.00

94,165.02 88,554.59 83,493.57 77,030.43 92,336.22 90,805.00

3,915.39

4,938.50

18,891.55

3,667.01

4,728.50

22,154.08

2,660.33

4,536.37

28,846.05

3,455.31
■

7,471.08 7,077.00

44,225.83 55,367.69 63,611.00

56,485.24 56,485.24 56,485.24 56,485.24 56,485.24 56,485.00

8,169.29 10,419.69 13,444.89 25,594.07 32,388.50 22,540.00

3,563.45 5,771.67 3,936.53 5,683.45 4,921.45 4,974.00

784.12 95,472.58

45,677.16

104,561.29

130,865.70

35,563.00

56,854.0038,468.85 40,237.55 55,556.92

9,843.16 106,864.42 17,349.78 88,255.04

6,462.02

640,450.93

49,881.60

52,828.69

55,501.82

138,779.77

976,366.48

64,536.73

393,851.53

103,896.00

193,091.00

621,766.00

98,698.00

165,979.0041,126.83

* 698,150.92

47,117.48 106,987.14

$ 3,950,790.25 $ 4,600,271.66 $ 5,206,547.53|$ 6,540,082.67
1

$ 9,535,725.16 $10,597,561.00
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ESTIMATE OF SALARIES OF CIVIL SERVANTS.

IiV 1914-15 as compared with 1919-20.

Total Salaries paid in 1919-20 $1,482,648.99
Less new appointments since 1914  25,963.00

 
$1,456,685.99

Total salaries paid in 1914-15. .............................................. 705,632.15

Increase on salaries paid for offices in existence in 1914 .. $751,053.84
Due mainly to the following, viz.:
Postmasters, Labrador, increased approximately an average of 200%
Travelling Post Offices “ It « 180%
Outport Telegraph Operators “ ft It 150%
Outport Postmasters “ << ll 140%
Outport Couriers “ << It 100%
St. John’s Telegraphers .* « ll 150%
Telegraph Repairers “ it it 150%
Customs Salaries, St. John’s “ it ti 95%
Outport Customs Salaries “ It a 100%
Salaries Civil Government " it it 94%%

DETAILS OF PERCENTAGE INCREASES TO SALARIES ILLUSTRATING
THE EFFECT ON SALARIES OF $100.00, $500.00, $1,000.00

$1,500.00 and $2,000 respectively.

1916-17 Inc. 1917-18 Inc. 1918-19 Inc. 1919-20 Total
$100.00 50% $150.00 25% $187.50 30% $243.75 105%

500.00 23% 615.00 25% 668.75 30% 869.37 78%
1,000.00 5% 1,050.00 20% 1,260.00 20% 1,512.00 45%

1,500.00 Nil 1.500.00 20% 1,800.00 20% 2,160.00 40%
2,000..00 Nil : 2,000.00 20% 2,400.00 15% 2,760.00 35%

N.B —It will be noted that $1,50.00 and $2,000 salaries did not participate
in the initial rise 1917-18, but in many instances they were subsequently ad­
vanced in accordance with the recommendations of the Civil Service Com­
mission.

The salaries of ferrymen, mail couriers, outport relieving officers and
local constables were in many instances not increased in above average pro­
portions.
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ESTIMATE OF THE SURPLUS TRUST FUND AS IT WILL STAND AT THE
END OF THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30TH, 1921.

Balance at the close of 1919-20, including surpluses
Repayments as follows, viz.:

for 1918-19, 1917-18 and balances . .. 55,290,477.50
St. John’s Gas Company >............... $49,402.80
Salt  27,400.00
Railway Maintenance  250,000.00
Sugar  184,250.00

Refund from War Loan  205,000.00
Unexpended balance of old railway loan trans­

ferred to Surplus Trust Account  59,000.00 775,052.80

CR.

1918-19. —Expended as per details furnished $1,125,304.13
1919-20. —Expended as per details furnished  1,022,807.00
1920-21. —

Teachers’ Convention Fund ■ $3,000.00
For steamers  339,066.10
For Salt  77,767.02
For Sugar  194,250.00
For Coal  49,232.02
Railway Maintenance ...................... 250,000.00
For Aeroplanes  12,917.82

   $3,064,344.09

Balance to meet liabilities consequent upon shrinkage of Cus­
toms Revenue for 1920-21  $3,001,186.21
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RESOLUTIONS.
Submitted to a Committee of the Whole House on Ways and eMans.

Resolved—
(a) In adjtion to the duties, including excise duties, imposed by the Re­

venue Act, 1905, and by the Act in amendment thereof, and by the Resolu­
tions tabled on Thursday the 19th day of May instant, and by these Resolu­
tions, and in addition to the Surtax imposed by the Revenue Amendment Act,
1914 (4 Geo. V. Cap. XXV), there shall be paid a special War Surtax of twen­
ty-five per cent (25%) upon the total amount payable in respect of all such
duties, except only in the case of duties imposed upon coal and upon spirits
the subject-matter of Item 133 of Schedule A to the Revenue Act, 1905, and of
the excise duties imposed upon Butterine manufactured in the Colony, upon
which last mentioned duties the said special War Surtax of twenty-five per
cent, shall not b leevied or collected.

Cb) In addition to the duties, including excise duties, imposed by the
Revenue Act, 1905, and Acts in amendment thereof, upon Spirits the subject
matter of Item 133 of Schedule A to the Revenue Act, 1905, and Acts in am­
endment thereof, there shall be. paid a special War Surtax of fifty per cent.
(50%) upon the total amount payable in respect of all such duties.

(c) Whenever it appears to the satisfaction of the Governor-in-Council
that the operation of the said surtax js producing a revenue in excess of the
requirements of the public service, it shall be lawful for the Governor-in-
Council, by Proclamation in the “Royal Gazette,” to reduce the rate of the
said surtax to such an extent as will in the opinion of the Governor-in-Coun­
cil suffice to provide for the said requirements, and from the date fixed by
such Proclamation the said reduced rate, and no other, shall apply.

RESOLUTION II.
Resolved,—

That Schedule E. of the Revenue Act, 1905. be amended by substituting
for the item

“Fjsh, viz.: Cod, Haddock, Hake, Ling, Pollack, and Halibut, dried or oth-
"erwise preserved, per quintal, 20 cents.'

“Fish, viz.: Cod, Haddock, Hake, Ling, Halibut and Turbot, fresh or ex­
ported from salt bulk, without spreading or airing, N.E.S. per cwt., 10
“cents.”
the items following—

“Fish, viz.: Cod, Haddock, Hake, Ling, Pollack and Halibut, dried or oth-
“erwise preserved, N.E.S. when exported in ships or vessels not registered in
“Newfoundland, per qtl., 10 cents.’

“When exported in ships or vesels registered in Newfoundland,’per qtl.,
“20 cents."

“Fish, viz.: Cod, Haddock, Hake, Ling, Pollack, Halibut and Turbot, fresh
“or exported from ‘Salt Bulk’ without spreading or airing, N.E.S. per cwt.,
“15 cents.”

RESOLUTION III.
Resolved,—

That Item 90 of Schedule A of the Revenue Act, 1905, as amended by sub­
sequent Acts, be further amended by striking out the words in Item 90, viz.:—

"Leather, known as ‘Sole Leather’ ad. val. 30 p.c.”
and substituting therefor



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 499

“Leather known as 'Sole Leather’ when imported by the side—lad. cal.,
“20%.

"Sole Leather, in strips or pieces and shaped, when imported by Manu­
facturers of boots and shoes for use in their factories to be used in the man­
ufacture of Ladies' fine Boots and Shoes, ad. val. 20 p.c.”

RESOLUTION IV.
Resolved,—

That sub-section (d) of Section 1 of Chapter 56 of the Acts 11 Geo. V. en­
titled “An Act further to Amend the Revenue Act, 1905” be repealed.

RESOLUTION V.
'Resolved,—

That sub-section (a) of Section 5 of the Income War Tax Act of 1918 be
stricken out and the following substituted therefor:

(a) The income of the Governor, the judges of the Supreme Court of
“Newfoundland, the Judge of the Central District Court, and clergymen of all
"religious denominations.”

RESOLUTION VI.
Resolved,—

That no free entry, drawback, refund or reduction of revenue shall be
deemed legal, unless expressly authorized by Statute. Provided, however, that
His Excellency the Governor in Council may, by Order in Council, permit
drawbacks or refunds with respect to stores required by the Admiralty, for
the use of H.M.S. “Briton,” upon which stores duty has been paid by the
importer. o

RESOLUTION VII.
Resolved.—

(a) That in the case of articles exported to Newfoundland of a class or
kind made in Newfoundland, if the export or actual selling price to an im­
porter in Newloundland be less than the fair.market value of the same ar­
ticle when sold for home consumption in the usual and ordinary course in the
country whence exported to Newfoundland at the time of its exportation to
Newfoundland, there shall, in addition to the duties otherwise established, be
levied, collected and paid on such article on tis importation into Newfound­
land, a special duty (or dumping duty) equal to the difference between the
said selling price of the article for export and the said fair market value
thereof for home consumption.

Provided that the said special duty shall not exceed twenty-five per cent
ad valorem in any case;

Provided further that the excise duties shall be disregarded in estimat­
ing ths market value of goods for the purpose of special duty.

(b) That the expression ‘export price’ or ‘selling price’ in this section
shall be held to mean and include the exporters’ price for the goods, exclu­
sive of all charges thereon after their shipment from the place whence ex­
ported directly to Newfoundland.

(c) That if at any time it appears to the satisfaction of the Govcrnor-in-
Council, on a report from the Minister of Finance and Customs that the pay­
ment of the special duty by this section provided for is being evaded by the
shipment of goods on consignment without sale prior to such shipment, the
Governor-in-Council may jn any case or class of cases authorize such action
as it deems necessary to collect on such goods or any of them the .same
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special duty as if the goods had been sold to an importer in Newfoundland
prior to their shipment to Newfoundland.

(d) If the full amount of any special duty of Customs is not paid on
goods imported, the Customs entry thereof shall be amended and the defici­
ency paid upon the demand of the Collector of Customs.

(e) The Minister of Finance and Customs may make such regulations as
are deemed necessary for carrying out the provisions of this section and for
the enforcement thereof.

(f) Such regulations may provide for the temporary exemption from
special duty on any article or class of articles, when it is established to the
satisfaction of the Minister of Finance and Customs that such articles are not
made or sold in Newfoundland in substantial quantities, and offered for sale
to all purchasers on equal term.

(g) Such regulations may also provide for the exemption from special
duty of any article when the dofference between the fair market value and
the selling price thereof to the importer as aforesaid amounts only to a small
prcentage of its fair market value.

RESOLUTION VIII.
Resolved,—

That there be paid to His Majesty by every bank and banking corporation
doing business in Newfoundland, except the Newfoundland Government Sav­
ings Bank, an annual tax of one half of one per cent., to be computed on all
moneys on deposit on December 31st of each year.

RESOLUTION IX.
Resolved,—

That these Resolutions come into effect at 9 a.m. on Thursday, the 26th
day of May instant, except in so far as the special War Surtax affects sugar,
which said surtax on sugar shall come into effect at 9 a.m. on Friday, the
27th day of May instant.

RESOLUTION X.
Resolved,—

That a Bill be introduced to give effect to these Resolutions.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF SAVINGS
Showing amount of Deposits as at the 31st.

1916 1917

Bank of Montreal..........................................

Canadian Bank of Commerce....................

Royal Bank of Canada................................

Bank of Nova Scotia....................................

Government Savings’Bank.. ....................

Totals..............................................

$ 4,050,410.39

284,268.39

1,612,019.71

3,931,978.85

2,410,929.93

$ 4,111,938.29

339,607.14

2,262,047.11

5,673,995.00

2,494,049.57

$12,289,607.27 $14,881,637.11

Total Deposits as at March 31st, 1920  $20,543,937.99
Average for the five years  17,093,922.65
Savings’ Deposits as at the 31st, 1920, exceeds average

for five years by.  $ 3,450,015.34
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DEPOSITS IN NEWFOUNDLAND.
day of December for each of past five years.

Population of Newfoundland at last Census, 238,670.
Savings’ Deposits for the Island of Newfoundland on a per capita Basis, $86.08.

1918 1919 1920

$ 4,480,181.17 $ 5,820,723.00 $ 6,013,891.00

349,385.87 542,289.04 715,083.93

2,883,334.02 3,580,813.61 3,673,856.84

6,806,390.00 8,567,566.00 7,751,179.00

2,215,764.16 2,507,984.02 2,389,927.22

$16,735,055.22 $21,019,375.67 $20,543,937.99



504 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
some progress and asked leave to sit
matter to them referred, had mad(
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til this afternoon at three of the
clock.

RESOLUTIONS
Submitted to a Committee of the
Whole House on Ways and Means.

Resolved,—That item 138 of Sched­
ule “A” of the Revenue Act, 1905, as
amended by subsequent Acts, bq
stricken out, and the folowing sub­
stituted therefor:

“Sugars, Loaf, Cut Loaf, Cube, Cast­
or and Icing or Fine Ground, per lb.
5% cents.

All other kinds of sugar, granulated
or otherwise, white, brown or yellow,
per lb. 4 cents.

Resolved,—
(a) The specific additional duty of

two and a half cents per pound im­
posed on sugar as provided for in
these resolutions and surtax thereon
shall be placed to a separate account,
in the Bank of Montreal, to be held
there for the purpose of liquidating
the debit balance of the Food Control
Board.

(b) Upon the certificate of the Aud­
itor General that the amount of the
deposits to the credit of the said ac­
count of the Food Control Board has
entirely liquidated the debit balance.
of the said Board, the Governor in
Council may, on the recommendation
of the Minister of Finance and Cus-t
toms by, proclamation published irj
the “Royal Gazette” reduce the duty 

on sugar, the said item 138 to then
read as follows:

“Sugars, Loaf, Cut Loaf, Cube Cast­
or and Icing or Fine Ground, per lb.,
3 cents

“All other kinds of sugar, granulat­
ed or otherwise. White, Brown or
Yellow, per lb., 1% cents.”

Resolved,—That a Bill be introduced
to give effect to these resolutions.

Resolved,—These resolutions shall
be held to be in force and to take ef­
fect as from the 20th day of May,
at 9.30 o’clock in the morning.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, May 26th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Speaker, I ash
leave to present two petitions, the
first from residents of that section
which may be regarded as No Mans’
Land just outside the boundary of the
City Council around Belvidere. In the
past few years a number of houses
have sprung up there and there are
about fifty or sixty families living
there. 1 believe that under the new
Charter it is the intention to include
this section in the activities of the
Council, but up to the present it has
been dependent upon the Board of
Public Works. The petition is to ask
for assistance with regard to roads
out of the Government grant. I have
great pleasure in supporting the pray­
er of this petition, and I would like to
point out to the Minister of Public
Works that it is a case where the
money will be well spent for two
reasons, first because of the amount
of property there, and secondly be­
cause the roads around there are used
considerably, and the people who
would be employed in the work on
those roads are the very people who
are in need of work now.
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The petition from- Torbay has re­
gard to a road on the South Side, and
it will be found by the Minister of
Public Works if he consults Mr. Par­
sons the Inspector of Roads, that it is
a fact where it won’t cost much, and
it can easily be arranged out of the
grants for that section of the dis­
trict. I trust that these petitions will
receive due consideration from the
Department to which they appertain.

MR. FOX.—I beg to support the
petition presented by my colleague.
Mr. Higgins. The amount is not large
and the object is a very deserving
one. I trust that these petitions will
receive due consideration from tho
Department to which they belong, and
that the Government will see their
way clear to grant the prayer of
these petitions.

MR. VINNICOMBE.—Mr. Speaker, I
beg to support the petition present­
ed by Mr. Higgins. Those people ar­
ound Belvidere are badly in need of
the road asked for, and I feel sure
that when this petition comes before
the Minister of Public Works that he
will do his utmost to see that the
prayer of the petitioners is granted,
as I am sure any member of the Gov­
ernment would do if he would go up
there and see the condition of these
people. With regard to the petition
from Torbay, with Mr. Higgins I say
that it will not cost much and it is a
very necessary work, and I am sure
that the Government will give this
matter due consideration and grant!
the prayer of the petitioners.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the bill entitled, “An Act Re­
specting Venereal Diseases" was in­
troduced and read a first time and it' 

was ordered that it be read a second
time on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker,
may I crave your indulgence and the
indulgence of the House while I ask
the Prime Minister what programme
or arangements have been made as
far as the fishery supply is concerned.
I understand Placentia Bay made ap­
plication for a certain sum of money
to supply the need in that district. I
am sorry to say Ferryland is propor­
tionately in the same position, and I
would like to know from the Prime
Minister this afternoon, if on repre­
sentation from us Ferryland will be

•extended the same privilege as Pla­
centia Bay.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Ferryland will receive the same per
capita. Ferryland and Placentia arei
in a particularly bad position because
of the failure of the two big firms in
those places, Goodridges’ in Ferry­
land and Harris & Co., in Placentia
Bay, and. consequently those sections
of the country are so situated that un­
less merchants are encouraged to
handle the situation, it will be im­
possible for the men to prosecute the
fishery. No other sections are being
considered.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he has yet received
any report from Messrs. Collishaw
and Devine in reference to their re­
cent visit to Washington, and if so to
lay a copy of the same on the Table
of the House, together with a state­
ment showing the expenses incurred
in connection with such visit, and if
no report has been received, when'
does he expect to receive it?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Na
report has yet been received, and no
bill has been received from any per­
son. I expect a report from Mr. De­
vine.

SIR M P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention
of the Government in recalling the
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Trade Commissioners from the vari­
ous centres In European countries
where they have been acting lately, to
appoint Mr. George Hawes to repre­
sent the Colony instead, and if so
what compensation Mr. Hawes Is to
receive for his services and what guar­
antee will the country have that Mri
Hawes will not utilize his position for
his own advantage rather than the
country’s advantage, as suggested by
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries in the notes on his European
trip which he published in the Advo­
cate after his return here, wherein he
expressed opinions very hostile to
Mr. Hawes.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Ill
is not the intention of the Govern­
ment to appoint Mr. George Hawes t0
represent the Colony on the lapse of
the appointment of the present Trade
Commissioners.

SIR M.- P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the?
Hon. Minister of Finance .and Cus­
toms, if the duties on the six motor
cars given entries some months ago
without payment of duty, has since
been paid, and if not what steps is
the Government going to take to se­
cure payment of the same, and if the
Government proposes to take no steps,
what is the reason for such failure to
act?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
will ask the Assitant Collector to fav­
or me with that information.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if his attention had
been called to an advertisement in the
“Evening Telegram” of Monday Iasi
offering for sale eight new houses on
Merrymeeting Road near St. George^
Field, described as up-to-date in ev­
ery particular and ready for occu­
pancy, and if so (a) to say if these
houses are part of the twenty houses
constructed during the past year by
the Company of which the Hon. John
Anderson Is the moving spirit; (b) if 

these houses were constructed by Mr.
Andersons Company for the firm of
Bowring Bros., Ltd., who intended to
rent them to reliable workmen in their
employ or to sell them to them on
easy payment terms; (c) if Bowring
Bros, have found that these houses
have cost roughly twice the estimated
amount and will therefore require a
rental to be paid double that expect­
ed; (d) if as a consequence the hous­
es are beyond the reach of the type
of workman for whom they were de­
signed and if Messrs. Bowring are
selling them in consequence; and (e)
if, in view of this proof that these
houses are not suited for the working
classes, what steps does the Govern^
ment propose to take to redeem the
Prime Minister’s promise to the peo­
ple of St. John’s in his manifesto prior
to the last general election, that one
of the first steps the Government
would take would be to solve the
housing problem of the city?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
will ask my Deputy, Mr. Mews, to try
to get that information.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraph to lay
on the Table of the House copies of
all correspondence between himself;
and the Commercial Cable Co., or any
other Company in relation to tele­
graphy in the Colony.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I beg to table a re­
ply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the* Table of
the House a copy of the financial
statement of this Colony on which
the recent loan <was raised in New
York.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No
financial statement was furnished.

* SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms (a) who is going to sign the
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Bonds representing the new Loan; (b),
if Mr. J. S. Keating, Deputy Minister
of Finance, is to proceed to New York
shortly in order to undertake certain
duties in connection with the float­
ation of this Loan; (e) if so why has
it become necessary to take this step
seeing that in all former cases when
Loans have been raised outside the
Colony it has not been necessary to
send any official for such purpose;
id) in view of the illness of the Min­
ister of Finance and the proposed ab­
sence of the Deputy Minister, who is
to take charge ot the affairs of the
Finance Department?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The interim bonds will have the name
of the Minister lithographed. They
will be Signed by the Deputy. Mr.
Keating proceeded to New York on
Wednesday for the purpose of sign,
ing the interim bonds. A Minute of
Council as authority to sign the in,
terim bonds has been given Mr. Keat­
ing.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries the fol­
lowing questions: (1) Have any of
the Coastwise Fishery Wardens been
dismissed this year. (2) Have any of
the Inland Game Fishery Wardens'
been dismissed this year. (3) If so to
Table a list of all officials so dis­
missed, giving reasons.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AN!)
FISHERIES.—I beg to table a reply.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railroad
Commission, to lay on the Table of
the House a statement showing what
would have beqp paid for the private
car occupied by him on his weekly
trips to Port Union and return at the
same rates charged ordinary travel­
lers, and also what an ordinary pas­
senger would pay for his first class
ticket from St. Johns to Port Union
and return for as many trips as made 

by the Minister since the first of July
last.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I have referred that
question to Mr. Hall.

MR. LEWIS asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, in his capacity
of Chairman of the Raiwlay Commis­
sion, if a lot of material has been im­
ported for the railroad system the
past two years for which there is no
immediate need, and if this material
was ordered by an official of the Rail­
way Company who comes from the
organization which manufactures this
material, and if so does this mean
that this individual is working in the
interests of his former employers and
receiving a Commission from them for
the ordering and bringing in here of
a lot of material that is not being
used; Also if the Government asked
for bids or tenders for the new loco­
motives imported the past winter, or
whether the order was placed with
the Baldwin Locomotive people with­
out tender; and if no tenders were
sought why not; and if there is any
report from any competent impartial
authority certifying to the suitability.
of these locomotives for the work in
this country for which they are to be
used; and if there is any connection
between the individual responsible for
the ordering of these locomotives and
other material and Mr. E. Collishaw?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table a reply.

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Primo
Minister to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing the value
of food sent for relief purposes to the
Districts of Burgeo, Fortune Bay, Bur­
in and Placentia, from January the
1st to date, and the per capita value
of the same among the people of each
of these Districts.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have called the attention of the Poor
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Commissioner to that question, amt
hope to have a reply to-morrow.

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Minis­
ter of Agriculture and Mines, to lay
on the Table of the House the names
of the Eire Wardens appointed in the
District of Hr. Main for the season
1921, giving rate of pay and length of)
engagement.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I’ll
table the answer to that question to­
morrow.

MR. VINNICOMBE asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if Mr. Albert Salter
has been appointed by the Government
to arrange for the supplying of re­
lief goods to sufferers by forest fires
during the year 1920 and if so to lay
on the Table of the House a state­
ment of all amounts paid him for his
services in this connection and of all
amounts paid for such relief goods
and to whom?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—No
such arrangement has been made.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the
Prime Minister (a) if the Govern­
ment authorized the publication of a
handbook of Newfoundland recently
issued by the High Commissioner’s
Office in London and copies of which
have been forwarded to members of
this House and others; (b) who com-,
piled the hand book and what amount,
if any, was paid him for such work;
(c) what sum was paid the publishers,
Messrs. Whitehead and Morris Com­
pany of London for its issue and how
many copies were included therein;
(d) if the handbook for which Dr.
Mosdell was recently paid $750, for
the compilation and of which The
Daily Star, is to furnish 3,000 copies
at 80 cents is the same handbook that
has been published in London or a
different one; (e) if these are two dif­
ferent books, what is the explanation;
of the publication of two at the same
time and would not one or the other,
have done; (f) are any other hand-i 

books or publications being prepared
by authority of the Government or any
Department thereof and if so who is
preparing the same, what sum is be­
ing paid for the compilation thereof
and what sum for the publication?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Government did not authorize
the publication to which reference has
been made. No sum was paid to
Messrs. Whitehead & Morris Co.
London. The hand-book which Dr.
Mosdell is preparing has no connec­
tion whatever with that published by
Messrs .Whitehead & Morris & Co.
There is no other publication being
prepared on the authority of the gov­
ernment, unless there is any litera­
ture being sent out by the Agriculture
& Mines Department.

MR. BENNETT—Asked the Prime
Minister if it is correct that a British
Warship is shortly to arrive here and
if so to state the object of her visit,
glso to state if it is true that she is to
take the Prime Minister of this Do­
minion over to England to attend the
Imperial Conference to be held in Lon
don next month?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The ship, to which reference is made
is merely making the usual annual
visit. The visits were interrupted dur­
ing the war period. As to the last
part of the question I might reply in
the words of a well-known predeces­
sor, the words are familiar to my hon.
friend, “This is the first I have heard
of it."

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Speaker. The labor situation
as it developed a lew weeks ago re­
sulted in a conference between the
members of St. John’s East and West
and the Municipal Council, a matter in
which the whole government was in­
terested—but a matter in which the
Municipality was primarily interest­
ed because of the large number of un­
employed who came from the consti­
tuencies of St. John’s East and West
The representatives of St. John’s West 
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met the Council and the matter was
satisfactorily disposed of when a large
additional number of men were em­
ployed on the roads to be opened up
in the Western section of the city,
and the Eastern Division as well. I put
at the Council’s service the surveyors
of the Crown Land’s department and
the work was expedited thereby. On
the Saturday in question the survey­
ors were on the spot and on the fol­
lowing Monday morning the men went
to work. The arrangement as to wag­
es was that the rate of wages was to
be paid by the Municipality as for sim­
ilar work outside the city limits name­
ly two dollars per day that is as paid
by the Public Works department, but
it was municipal work in part, and as
it was being done in the interests of
the Electoral District of St. John’s
West that District agreed to pay half
so that if the work was an external
one undertaken in the ordinary course
of business the rate would have been
two dollars per day. This situation
this afternoon is entirely new to me.
As to whether my colleagues from St
John’s East and West are aware of
this I do not know and so far as I
know there has not been any confer­
ence. I would suggest to the delega­
tion the appointment of three or five
members to compose a committee to
discuss the premises in the situation
and have it satisfactorily disposed of.
The decision arrived at a few weeks
ago after acting upon the suggestion
of a conference between the members
of the two districts worked out satis­
factorily with the result that the work
was undertaken and I take that the
same organizaiion will be only too
glad to see what steps can be taken to
have matters adjusted to the satisfac
tion of all. So far as to discussing
the question here in this House it is
utterly impossible. The work is be­
ing undertaken by the Municipal Coun
cil, but the money is being provided
by the Government in the nature of a
loan for which the' Council is respon­

sible, and for which they will have to
pay interest. The only thing the gov­
ernment has to do was to secure the
loan and the only thing I had person­
ally to do with it was just that the
Council should make it one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars, so that it
may have additional funds to deal with
the necessities of hte case. I suggest
the appointment of three or five and
have a conference called as soon as
possible.

MR. BENNETT—I want to put my­
self clear as to my position in the
matter. I must say that I know noth­
ing whatever as to this demonstration
The Prime Minister has suggested
that we on this side of the House knew
something about it.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—If so I apologise.

MR. BENNETT—We had no know­
ledge whatever about this, but I must
say that the prayer of the Committee
before the House has my sympathy in
view of the conditions existing in this
town to-day. It is grave hardship to
have one’s wages cut these days, and
as to my connection with this matter
I want to inform the House and the
gentlemen at the Bar that it ceased
on the night I conferred with the
Prime Minister and Council, and the
representatives from St. John’s East.
I was asked to attend the conference
and thereby devise means whereby
these men may be employed. I have
not been honoured since by being ask­
ed my opinions or being consulted as
to the carrying out of its work.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I was not consulted either.

MR. BENNETT—The Prime Minis­
ter will pardon me if I will tell him
that he is not absolutely correct. The
road be has taken power to construct
has my entire approval, but the work
has been undertaken, the men em­
ployed, the position of foreman has
been filled, the time keepers have been
given their jobs and the general work
commenced without my knowledge, so 
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therefore I think it is absolutely fu­
tile for me to attend any conference,
because well I do not intend to be
treated with indifference and contempt
any more. This matter was taken up
clear of politics altogether, but it has
not been carried out, though in its en­
tirety as to the people who have been
employed to my mind are political
partizans, but I will assist the Prime
Minister in anyway with regard to the
district grants and the way so far
they have been allocated, has my en­
tire approval, and he has done what
he pleased with the district grants
since he has assumed office. The ac­
tions that are attributable to the Prime
Minister are his own business and
he may continue on. I may follow
him.

MR. HIGGINS—Just a word from
the representatives of St. John’s East.
So far as we are concerned we stand
in an unusually fortunate position. We
have a party of our own,and we do not
stand in the same position as the hon­
orable members for St. John’s West.
Further we are in the proud position
to be able to tell the Prime Minister
that not alone has there not been any
conflict between ourselves but per­
haps there has not been any conflict
with the authorities at all. We at­
tended the meeting and we understand
the work is going on satisfactorily,
and it is also gratifying to state to
these men at the Bar that we from St.
John’s East are able to testify that we
did not even visit the road so as to
insult the cause for which this work is
jjeing given. The work being done out
there is the best that can be desired,
and I am given to understand that the
workmen are certainly worthy of the
consideration at the hands of the mem­
bers of this House when the vote
comes down later, worthy of the ready
sympathy and endorsation of, this
vote in spite of the comment upon the
Inefficient work which is supposed to
have been carried out there, but I can
assure you that out there have been 

and arc time keepers who have actu­
ally dismissed men because of their
improper conduct and regularly dock­
ed the time missed, and I know that
in one instance where a man tried to
bluff and say he worked full time
when he did not, he had to forfeit his
day’s pay as a penalty. These facts
show the spirit in which the matter is
being lived up to, and there is an en­
tire absence of anything that is bor­
dering on disorder or impropriety, and
I think there is great cause to com­
pliment ourselves on the way in which
the whole scheme is being worked out
Now if that spirit is wished to be avail
ed and wanted to continue, I say with
all sincerity that we ought to appre­
ciate and court it, and give a sympa­
thetic and ready ear to their request

t There is no reason why we cannot deal
satisfactorily with this message, de­
livered by the Council to the delega­
tion. The Council certainly has to­
day more than enough to cover the
whole work. I am informed that it is
said that there have to be arbitrations
on land, and that these have to be tak­
en into consideration, and that the
sum is not sufficient, but here is the
unfortunate position the Prime Min­
ister has to face. The impressions
created in the minds of these men was
that one hundred and fifty thousand
dollars was to be allocated to the Coun
cil for purely relief work, and in ad­
dition to this sum there was to be tak­
en from each of the district grants the
further sum of ten thousand dollars
so that there would be the sum of one
hundred and seventy thousand dollars
at their disposal apart from the pro­
position with regard to water and sew­
er pipes. I trust my friends who are,
listening will not have a demonstra­
tion as this matter is too serious. I
merely want to put the Prime Minis­
ter straight op behalf of the constitu­
encies involved and on behalf of the
Government itself. They say their im­
pression is that the $80,000 is a dis­
trict loan. Whether that impression is 
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formed improperly or inspired im­
properly or is a conclusion jumped to
as the result of impressions gained
without full thought, the Hon. Prime
Minister can take it from me that that
is the whole crux of the situation.
There are two troubles—first they are
lead to believe that the loan for water
works would be distinct from the
5150,000, and second, they get a pro­
position put up to them reducing their
pay to $2.50 per day. As far as the
reduction is concerned that is a mat­
ter for the Council. If the money has
been given to them the matter is in
their hands, but the influence of the
government ought to be strong enough
to point out the anomaly of reducing
these men who are Council employees
while the others who are doing exact­
ly the same class of work are paid
$3.30 as they were in good times. I
say it. is unfair, for the reason that
while recognizing that in time there
must be a reduction of wages, there
should be a standard rate for the one
kind of work, and as the delegation
put it, the cutting began at the wrong
end. They have reason enough to say
they expect a reduction sometime, but
now they are asked to do for $2.50
what another man who is not on re­
lief work gets $3.30 for. The honour­
able members can take it from me that
to those men to whom every dollar
means so much, this 80 cents a day,
or $5 a week, is a very serious mat­
ter particularly as they have been so
long unemployed, and their prospects
for the future are so insecure. My sug­
gestion to the Prime Minister is this;
might not the government arrange to
have the first impression of these men
carried out, make this amount for wa­
ter works a straight and separate loan
Say you have eaten up a lot o'fl money
in this relief work, but you most re­
member that all the amounts spent in
this way comes back to the Colony,
and really is no charge on the colony’s
funds. Cannot the Prime Minister ar­
range-for an extra loan; it means no 

charge as it is a loan to the city. In­
stead of asking for $150,000, ask for
more. It has been the practice for
years to have the city loans guaran­
teed by the government. Any steps
in that direction on behalf of the peo­
ple will suit me and you will have my
and their thanks.

MR. FOX—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Higgins
has covered the situation so well that
there is scarcely any need of my speak
ing. I fail to see why the original
plans were not carried out. I tock
part with the Hon. Prime Minister,
Mr. Bennett and my colleagues in the
meeting with the Council; I attended
in a consultative position. It was
there suggested that work for 1100
men be found in the building of a
new road in St. John’s West, on Pearce
Avenue and in <he opening oi other
roads. Each distinct was to give $10.-
000 of its grant, th” labour was to be
given out on a iion-partizan b isis, the
pay was to be 23.30 per day employ-
mrrt was to be given immediately
and materials, such as picits, shovels
etc., were to be obtiinod if necessary
from the Reid N'r.. Co railway. Wr,
all left the chamber after that meet­
ing with the impression that these
plans were to be cxrriud out, and I am
at a loss to knew why such was not
don<-. I am in entire sympathy with
the gentlemen at tie Bar of the House
and deeply regret that they have to
come here again. I do not think it
would be difficult to carry out the or­
iginal plans and we, I think, should
set ourselves to the task of finding
out why they did not go on smooth­
ly. I believe the situation is made
more serious to-day by the reduction
of the wages. That step is entirely
opposed to the original plan, when it
was distinctly understood that the pay
be $3.30. That is one reason why the
work was put under the direction of
the Council. I would like to point out
to the government that this is a mat­
ter for the authorities. If there is to
be any solution it got to be reached by 
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the government, as it is part of their
duty to look after the people, and to
consider what preparations can be
made to overcome such difficulties as
presented themselves. To-day we
have only a Municipal Commission
which is under direct control of the
Government and which must do as
they are told. I would again point out
that the fact of it being a Commission
eases the position for the government.
But so far as the Commission can be
helped I agree to help them to the
full, but this is their business first,
and foremost, and they cannot shift it
to other shoulders. If aid is needed I
will give it as far as I can, but I ap­
peal to them, the government, to find
out why the plans of 10 days were not
carried out. If, as has been pointed
out, destitution is abroad, this is no
time for words but for action. I sug­
gest to the government that they be­
take themselves to the task of finding
out the reason why the plans did not
work smoothly and ask themselves
what is the matter.. If they do not
know themselves let them enquire and
find out. I ask the spokesman of the
delegation at the Bar to ask his fol­
lowers to restrain themselves and re­
member the government may be in a
serious position. All must see that
the demonstration is kept within the
bounds of propriety and that nothing
is being done, that may cause regret,
nothing that may seem to flout au­
thority, but let all come together and
try to find the best solution. In all
sincerity I congratulate the leaders of
the unemployed on the manner in
which they have all through handled
the demonstration and the good order
prevailing in their ranks. They have
indeed been tested to the limit, and
are to be congratulated on the manner
in which they have held themselves in
leash. I ask them to continue in that
spirit, and I ask the government to
see that the situation is taken up and
an offer o't help made. I ask them to
respond in the spirit in which we of 

the Opposition have offered to assist.
MR. BENNETT—Just a word, Mr.

Speaker in corroboration of the state­
ments of the members of St. John’s
that of the loan originally granted a
portion was intended for the purchase
of water pipes—some $30,000. That,
I think, the Council negotiated months
ago, before this situation arose. The
pipes would not be here for some time
and as the money had been ear-mark­
ed for this purpose, they refuesd to
spend it on other work. As has been
pointed out they are not a Council, but
a Commission and should do as they
are told or resign. I hope and feel
that the stiuation will be overcome
and that such a step as their resigna­
tion will not be necessary. One fea­
ture about this employment in which
I fear sufficient enquiry has not been
made, is as to who is really in need of
employment. I have here a letter,
which if correct, as I have no doubt
it is, will show the indescribable state
of things in St. John's West. Before
,the last election we started to build
a road to circle Mundy’s Pond, but it
was stopped 10 days before nomina­
tion. Then the Winter came on, and
it was not completed that Fall. Now
they are working on it. While I had
the honor of representing St. John’s
West, a period of 17 years, there was
never any discrimination as to work
shown there. If a man asked for
work, he was treated as his neighbor.
I am sorry to say this is not the case
now. A few days ago the Minister of
Public Works tabled a statement
which showed that at Gunner’s Cove
$2,000 was expended on work, and not
one of my supporters got a day’s em­
ployment. I will not mention names,
bujLI will read this letter which is
from a hard working man with a large
family. He states that work was giv­
en to four men of one family though
they had no children to support or
school or clothing to provide for,
while he, the writer, who has a large
family was not taken on and had be­
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come tired of asking the Inspector for
a job. He is asking for aid for a
dozen other families as 'well as his
own. If this case be true there Is dis­
crimination of the worst kind, as the
four men mentioned are single, Are
the children to starve while others not
needing it are given employment. I
ask the Prime Minister to look into
this, and if these are deserving cases
to give them help. Those not in need
should not be employed. The money
was given to aid those in distress and
why are they kept out. We are not
here to-day to help the well-off, but
the poor and destitute. I hope that
from this afternoon care will be taken
to see that the deserving get the work
and if they are too weak to stand up,
give them a chance1 to get some food
into their bodies. A few days ago a
man working near Bennett’s Dam ac­
tually fell down from hunger. It was
not proper to discharge that man; he
should be given a chance to get some
nourishment. Though I said a few
moments ago, I would have nothing to
do with it. I am prepared to support
any steps you, Mr. Prime Minister,
may take to get over this situation. If
you can meet it you will have my en-
dorsation and admiration. Again I
wish to express my sympathy with the
gentlemen at the Bar.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
Mr. Speaker, I wish to express my ap
preciation of the assurances of co-op­
eration by Mr. Bennett and his col­
leagues in this matter. In reference
to what Mr. Bennett has stated, I say
there is no need of any family being
destitute. At no moment since the op­
ening of the road in the West End has
the full number of men been employ­
ed on it; there is always been room
for from 50 to 80 more. No man has
been refused employment because he
was not poor. The work is under dir­
ection of the West End Inspector who
is a thoroughly capable man. If any
man in that section where the work
is going on is out of employment, all 

he has to do is apply for it. Mr. Fox
has put it as to the Council very clear
ly; the plans laid at that meeting
were definite. As he will remember,
I even offered the assistance of the
surveyors from the Crown Lands Of­
fice in arranging for the work. They
made their survey and to make sure
that everything was alright, I was at
the spot at 7 o’clock in the morning to
see that all were on the job, and that
the work was taken up. I have been
assured the work has gone on well
though the full number of men has not
been employed. It may be as Mr.
Higgins says, that the Ioan of $150,000
is the crux of the whole situation. It
never occurred to me that such an im­
pression as he refers to could get
abroad; that $35,000 was for material
and $115,000 for labor. Eighty thous­
and was for water works which means
there would be $35,000 short.

MR. HIGGINS—The Council has
ear-marked $80,000 and would not
start other work with it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—If
the Council wants that we will facili­
tate them in the matter.

The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon, at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, May 27th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question. ,

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. thg

Prime Minister, in order to facilitate
the discussion of the Budget, to lay
on the Table of the House the fol­
lowing statements:
ia) Details of the item, “Amount of
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arrears collectable from the A.A)
Telegraph Company—$180,000.00
appearing on page two of the
typescript of his Budget Speech.

(b) Details of the estimated balancd
to the credit of Surplus Trust Ac­
count as at June 30th, 1921, am­
ounting to $3,001,186,” as shown
on page three.

(c) Details of the “amount expended
for which Supplemental Supply
will be sought, estimated at $1,-
151,961,” as shown on page three.

(d) Details of expenditure under Aud­
it Act $380,000, as shown on page
three.

(e) Why, in his estimate of Interest
payments of $42,500 on the new
Loan for the thirteen months from
June first next to June 30th, 1922,
he makes no provision for ex­
change which at present is about'
twelve per cent, and which at that
rate would represent an addition­
al charge of about $50,000.

(f) If in his plans for meeting our ob­
ligations he is making any pro­
vision for liquidating our loan to
the British Government, roundly
two million dollars, and if not why
not, as he claims that the Colony
will have two and one-half mil­
lion dollars out of the total Loan
of .six million dollars as a re­
serve.

(g) An outline of the proposed scheme
of reducing salaries of public of­
ficials.

(h) Details of the $2,500,000 describ­
ed as approximately for Railway
purposes, on page 9.

(i) Details of the one million dollars
described as “a refund to the Sur­
plus Trust Account of moneys
paid out for war purposes, which
sum should have been borne on
capital account” as told on the

’same page.
(j) What liabilities, if any, will exist

as against the sum approximately
$2,500,000 which he claims the Col­

ony will have out of the six mil­
lion dollar loan as a reserve as
shown on page 9, also

(k) From what source he proposes to
pay (1) any losses sustained on
the Government's purchase of fish,
salt, and sugar; (2) guarantees on
pit props, fishery supplies and oth­
er things, if any; (3) payments on
account of Poor Relief and any
extraordinary undertakings dur^
ing the present calendar year; and
(4) expenditure on the railway
after the first of June next;

(1) What steps does the Government
propose to take in the event of
the Reid Newfoundland Company
failing to operate the railroad
system after July 1st, and how
are the financial obligations
which would then ensue to th<3
Colony be met;

(m) A statement giving the names,
positions and salaries of all new
appointments to the public ser­
vice, including Trade CommisJ
sioners, Educational Inspector^
and others, made since the 15th oj
November, 1919.

(n) The amount of money on de­
posits in the Newfoundland Sav<
ings Bank, and in the Savings*
Bank Department of the other
Banks doing business in this Col-
ony on the 31st'of Dec., 1920, 1919,
1918, 1917, 1916, as shown by tho
annual reports of these banks to
the Department of Finance and
Customs, also the amount of de­
posits bearing interest in the
various Banks doing business ini
the Colony at the end of each of
the above years, as shown by thd
same statement.

(o) A statement of the Customs Re­
venue for the financial year of
1920 giving (1) the amounts re­
ceived at the various rates of
duty as far as possible, (2) the
amount of the present surtax of
ten per cent, on duties and (3)
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what increase in the existing
rates of duties, roundly will th<s
special War Tax of twenty-fivtf
per cent, represent.

(p) A statement of the dutiable im­
ports and free imports for each
of the past five financial years, thq
amount of duty paid in each of
these years, distinguishing be­
tween the regular duty and the
surtax in each year.

(q) Details of his proposed scheme
for a sales tax and how he pro­
poses to raise by this means a
sum of 5900,000 as indicated on
page G, of his typescript.

(r) To Table a copy of the Customs
Blue Book for the financial year
1919-20 if printed and if not tq>
table a manuscript copy of th#>
same;

(s) To Table a copy of the detailed
statement of the expenditure of
the Colony for the financial year
1919-20.

(1) To Table copies of all correspond­
ence and reports of the Auditoi
General in connection with the
proposed reductions in the salar?
ies of Civil Servants, the proposed
special War Tax and the proposed1
Sales Tax, and any other corres­
pondence with reference to mat­
ters covered in the Budget.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
think the Leader of the Opposition
will agree with me that it would re­
quire some time to prepare an an­
swer-to this question as asked by him
on to-day’s Order Paper but I will ask
the reporter to take it down and fur­
nish it to the Leader of the Opposi­
tion as soon as possible.

With respect to
(a) That amount of one hundred

and eighty thousand dollars ($180,000)
is an amount which the Anglo Am­
erican Company will owe the Governs
ment up to July next, I have not the.
exact dates. As to this sum of onq 

hundred and eighty thousand due by
rhe Company as to whether there is a
difference of one or two months does
not materially affect the discussion of
the Budget.

(b) These will be tabled shortly.
(c) I hope to have these this even­

ing and if I do not have them before
the House closes I will send them to
the Leader of the Opposition to-night
or to-morrow morning.

(d) This sum was spent out of the
sum of Five hundred thousand dol?
lars on the purchase of fish. This
sum is the estimated expenditure. The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries did
not know there was a letter of credit

'and the amounts as drawn were only
member knows well the procedure.
then placed to credit. I think the hon.
The Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries had authority to draw to
the extent of five hundred thousand
but the five hundred thousand was not
at any time placed to his credit. A
Minute of Council authorized the
drawing out of a sum up to Five hun­
dred thousand dollars and no more.

(e) The exchange was not included
for this reason. The Government for
the past few'years has had a largo
credit balance on exchange account.
The credit balance on exchange ac­
count is in the vicinity of forty-four
or forty-five thousand dollars. It was
estimated that the situation next year
would be somewhat similar to the last
year, the English exchange would go
up and there would be a depreciation
of the American exchange so there
would be a few thousand dollars one
way or the other. I estimated ster­
ling on the basis of four dollars and
eighty-six and two-thirds cents and
I put the American dollar at one hun­
dred cents just the same as the Min­
ister of Finance three years ago esti­
mated his basis. If you put the Am­
erican dollar above par then you'
would have to put the Sterling under.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN—You are out)
many thousands of dollars. Answer
my question. Don’t be afraid.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
You have asked the question and 1
have answered it.

(f) No. The loan due the British
Government will be brought forward
in the Estimates.

(g) That will be introduced in the
form of a special Bill or Resolution.
It is to the following effect. Ten pet
cent, reduction on salaries up to five
hundred dollars; from five hundred tq
one thousand dollars, fifteen per cent.:,
over one thousand dollars, twenty per
cent.; that does not mean that th <3
man with a salary over one thousand
will have to pay twenty per cent.;
first ten per cent, on the first five
hundred; fifteen per cent on the sec­
ond five hundred and twenty per cent.
on the amount over one thousand. The
estimated gross reduction will am­
ount to slightly over two hundred and
thirty-one thousand dollars taking the
exact figures of the department.

(h) That sum includes first a temp­
orary loan raised from the Bank of
Montreal. The further sum of one
million is the sum necessary accord­
ing to the Auditor General’s report tq
close the railway transaction from
June 1921. This includes the purchase
of engines, the cost of the Argentia
terminal, the cost of coal operations,
railway ballasting and ties. This is
giving you a general idea. I desire to
give the information as fully as pos­
sible. The details of the question will
be laid on the table later to-day.

(i & j) I will send these to the home
cf Sir Michael Cashin as soon as 1
receive them. They are in accordance
wiih my observations with respect to
the suplemental supply.

(k) With regard, to the purchase of
fish with the sum of three hundredl
and eighty thousand dollars that
whole sum is a debit. The credit doeq
not show any amount at all. The 

amount paid out was three hundred
and eighty thousand dollars in ac­
cordance with the papers already
tabled.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—There are
other expenses besides. I would like
to get in detail a statement of that
fish transaction covering amount paid
for storage and labour up to present
time.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
will get that for the hon. member.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I was toll out­
side this House that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries was not going
to answer my questions but was going
to evade them. I was told by a gentle­
man who is a friend of his. The proof
of tl e truth of that statement is that
you have left unanswered about forty
questions on the order paper. The
Prime Minister has done his best to
answer them for you but there have
been no answers from your depart­
ment You will have to answer them.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—There are no more than
live outstanding unanswered.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—you are not as
you ought to be. You are under a
cloud and you know it.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—This is more of your
dirt and if you want to be dirty I can
defend myself.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—This Colony
has paid ten thousand five hundred
dollars for your dirt and I have a copy
here. You brought down a number of
auditors here to incriminate Sir John
Crosbie and myself. This is where
you have exhibited your foul dirt. And
then you have impudence to get up
here and talk to me like that. You
are a beaten dirty cur and you know
it.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES. — The Government
brought them down to see how the
accounts and the various matters
stod in the different departments.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN.—No, you

brought them down to enquire into
the doings o£ the late Government. I
will furnish copy of it. You tried to
furnish the country with proof that I
was a scoundrel and a robber; and
that cost the Colony ten thousand five
hundred dollars. You have no right
to dictate to me like that. You have
a wrong conception of your duty to
your country.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
Before I resume my observations I
wish Mr. Speaker, to have it noted
that the Leader of the Opposition de­
scribed the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries as a beaten dirty cur. I
merely want that noted.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—If you do not
believe it I will write it over to you.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—With regard to question (k) re salt,
on the debit side of the account there
is the sum of seventy six thousand dol­
lars and the entire credit is twenty
seven thousand, four hundred dollars
and the difference between the two is
the total cost. The surplus trust ac­
count shows a deficit of the differences
between the debit and credit which is
the loss. ,

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I think the
Prime Minister is mistaken, (reads
portion of the Budget Speech). That
cargo went to Port Union. The last
page of the Budget Speech estimates
the surplus trust fund as it will stand
on the end of June 31st., 1921. At the
bottom of page there is a credit of
$77,767.02, because thd surplus trust
paid it out as a banker would do so, it
appears as a credit when it really is
a debit. That is the total paid by the
Colony. The credit is $27,400. With
regard to the loss on Sugar, the total
expenditure on sugar it appears- as a
credit in the surplus trust accounts,
is $184,000. That Sum has been trans­
ferred to a special account at the
Bank of Montreal in the name of the
Food Control Board. To this there has 

to be credited between forty and fifty
thousand dollars, and the two and one
half cents duty until the account is
liquidated. The sugar situation has
been anything but a sweet thing for
me. With respect to the guarantees
on pit props, fishery supplies, and oth­
er things, as to the pit props the ow­
ner has to give notice to the govern­
ment by the first day of June as to the
number of pit props he has taken up
and the number he has sold. As to
Poor relief, the amount of liability in­
curred up to the present is included
in the Supplemental Supply. As to
the expenditure on the railway after
the first of June next, the government
anticipates that the control of the rail­
way Commission will cease on the 31st
of June next and then the Company
will or will not continue in the per­
formance of its contractural obliga­
tions to the colony, and if it throws
them down then it will go into liqui­
dation. All the assets of the Company
and its stock will go for the security
to the government

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—If
the leader of the Opposition will par­
don me I will now answer his ques­
tion re the Municipal Loan. The debt
due by the Council to this date not in­
cluding the present Royal Bank guar­
antee is one million four hundred and
twenty nine thousand dollars, ($1,-
429,000). To this there has to be add­
ed approximately three hundred and
twenty thousand $320,000) the amount
of the already liability of the Council
to the Bank plus the new loan of one
hundred and fifty thousand dollars
$150,000).

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I wish to
draw the attention of the Prime Minis­
ter to the answer handed me yester­
day, to a question of mine asked the
other day, and in reading the reply it
would appear that there was other
correspondence nqt furnished. How did
Bea, Higginson and Company find out

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER



518 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

—I took up the matter first when I
was in Montreal in December, re the
Bell Island matter. 1 had an interview
with the people and asked them to
send the Manager o£ the Dominion Se­
curities to Newfoundland. All the
negotiations were personal up to a few
weeks ago. There was never any fi­
nancial statement. I told the manager
to see the Auditor General and the
Minister of Finance and get all the
facts he wanted. I do not know of
any memo in writing.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Is it not
possible to find out whether there was
pny other correspondence or not?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I will find out. There was no writ­
ing to my knowledge. When he visit­
ed the Auditor General the represen­
tative talked over the financial affairs
of the country. I am not aware that
he got a statement from the Finance
Minister. ,

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Will' you
undertake to ask those people if they
had a financial statement of the coun­
try from here?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I will undertake to hand over any
memo passing from the Auditor Gen­
eral or the Finance Minister.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Do you
think these people were going to give
a loan to the country without being
furnished with a financial statement
of the country? I will now tell you
exactly the statement you gave him.
You gave him the statement we hand­
ed down in 1919-20, and I go further
and say that it may be claimed you ob­
tained money under false pretences.

MR. HIGGINS—Arising out of the
correspondence re the loan to the col­
ony there is a letter dated MJay the
10th, 1921. I understand from the
Prime Minister then there was no cor­
respondence previous to May the 10th.
Is it to be understood that this corres­
pondence really occurred after this
gentleman had reported to his princi­
pals?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I cannot tell you what report he
made to his principals.

MR. HIGGINS—You can surely
speak for yourself while in Montreal.
Do you mean to tell us that they con­
fined themselves to enquiries concern­
ing the conditions of the country
twelve months ago?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—We did not discuss the financial po­
sition of Newfoundland. We came to
the conclusion when they agreed to
consider a loan to this colony.

MR. HIGGINS—This correspon­
dence is very meagre and surely you
ought to be able to find out what was
done in the matter with regard to writ­
ing.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Auditor General and the Deputy
Minister of Finance gave this gentle­
man all the information he required. I
told the representative to get the in­
formation from what sources he liked
and then come and see me.

MR. HIGGINS—You say there was
nothing in writing so far as you know
but you must recognize that they
were not going to give a loan without
having some thing in writing with re­
gard to enquire as to the standing of
the country. I endorse the position of
the leader of the Opposition that at the
next session we have some informa­
tion 'from the Auditor General as to
what happened.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I am sor­
ry the Prime Minister did not tell us
before that this gentleman was in
town.

MR. BENNETT—I notice there is an
absence of a Minute of Council which
to my mind is essential to confirm
such an arrangement as this. Was
there one?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Yes. I was not asked to furnish it.

MR. SINNOTT—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to
lay on the table of the House a detail­
ed statement of Capt. Walter Ken­
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nedy’s expenses as Ships’ Agent or
Trade Commissioner for the calendar
year 1920-21.

MR. MOORE—Asked the Minister of
.Public Works to lay on the Table of
the House, a statement showing the
.total amount paid Messrs. Stafford—
Druggists of this city, for drugs and
other requisitions for the different^
public institutions from November 15,
1919 up to March 31st 1921, and to lay
on the Table of the House, for inspec­
tion by Hon. members, the original
bills furnished by Messrs. Stafford in
regard thereto.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Marine & Fish­
eries the Bill entitled "An Act to
amend Chapter 1G2 of the Consolidat­
ed Statutes (Third Series) entitled 'Of
the Prosecution of the Seal Fishery.”
was read a second time and it was or­
dered that it be referred to a Com­
mittee of the Whole House on to-mor­
row.

The Remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday next at three of the clock in
the afternoon.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, May 30th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled re­
port of Commission on Prohibition.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques

tion.
Mr. Walsh gave Notice 'of Question.
Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Ques­

tion.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker.

before going on with the business of
the House I would like to ask the
Prime Minister if any decision has
been reached with respect to supplying

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER

—Yes, the intention of the govern­
ment is to let the various districts
have an advance per capita on the
basis of a $500,000 dollar fish guaran­
tee out of a new loan account. This
will be available when the new Ioan
bill is past. The question as to each
district will be left in the hands of the
representatives of the district. It will
be on a per capita basis. A half mil­
lion was all the government thought
it could spend.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—If that is
so $12,000 is all we will get for Ferry­
land District; you can take that and
add it to some other district. You
have spent practically all the revenue
of the Colony in other districts. You
have recently added $80,000 to the Ma­
rine grant in Bonavista district. You
have given half a million dollars for
fish in a few districts that the rest of
the country could not avail of. That
was done in your absence. Now the
rest of the districts must put up with
their per capita share.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—How is this
going to>be distributed?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Speaker, I beg to table a copy
of the report of the Royal Commission
on the matter of intoxicating liquors.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Justice, do I understand that
the City Council at yesterday’s sitting
decided that inasmuch as the Commer­
cial Cable Co., are now and have for
sometime been doing business in this
City if it is in order for the Council
to collect the Telegraph Tax of four
hundred dollars from that Company,
and it was ordered that this be done
forthwith?

Do I understand that the Act em­
powering the Council to impose this
tax also empowers the Council to per­
mit the Company paying the tax to
carry on business in the city, and I
would like to ask the Hon. Minister of
Justice how this will effect the exclu­
sive rights of telegraphy as vested in
the Nfld. Postal Telegraphs by special
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Act of Legislature enacted, 1904 and
what he proposes to do to preserve the
integrity of these rights or are they
being allowed to be by default.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I have no knowledge of what was
decided by the City Council at the sit­
ting referred to. Any question of law
regarding the City Council is one for
the decision of the City Council’s soli­
citor.

I cannot find anything in the Act re­
ferred to empowering the City Coun­
cil to permit any telegraph company
to carry on business in the colony. I
have advised the government as to its
rights, and I understand the matter is
in the hands of the Minister of Posts
and Telegraphs.

MR. MOORE—Asked Hon. the Min.
of Marine and Fisheries, in his capa­
city as Chairman of the Railway Com­
mission:
(a) if the new “folder” for the rail­

road recently issued was with his
authority, and if not why;

(b) how many copies were ordered
and what was the cost of same.

(c) was any person paid any sum of
money for the preparation of the
reading matter in the book, and if
so, whom and what sum,

(d) what was the cost of the ordinary
time-table folder previously used
and what amount would have been
saved by continuing the old fold­
er, and what is the object of issu­
ing an expensive folder like the
present and inducing tourists and
other travellers to come here at a
time when we have no hotels or
■other facilities for their conveni­
ence, and when, according to lead­
ing members of the government,
the Railroad is in such a hopeless­
ly broken down condition that it
is unsafe to human life to travel
over?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Mln. of Marine and Fisheries in his ca­
pacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission, if, in view of the Prime

Minister’s statement that the govern­
ment intends to cancel the present ar­
rangement for the operation of the rail
way at the end of June he has made
any commitments involving the gov­
ernment in any financial liabilities
with respect to the ballasting or im­
proving of the Railroad across the
country or other services which would
involve the Colony in any payments af­
ter June 30th, and if so, to lay on the
Table of the House a statement of the
said commitments and an estimate of
the amount the same will cost the col­
ony.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
the House a statement certified by the
Auditor-General showing:
(a) the disposition of the Temporary

Loan of $1,500,000 raised by the
Bank of Montreal on account of
the Loan Act of last year, and
giving the amounts paid for the
purchase, freight, and setting up
of the six locomotives recently
brought in here;

(b) the purchase, freight and ccst of
setting up of the fifty freight cars
under erection;

(c) the cost and freight on the fish
plates for the Railroad if ordered
and the cost of putting in posi­
tion such of these as have been
applied to the Railway irons on
the main line or elsewhere;

(d) how the remainder of the sum oi
one million dollars provided in the
Loan Act for Railway purposes
has been spent;

(e) the amount spent on coal boring
and other work and expenses in
connection therewith at South
Branch and what has become of
the balance of the §500,000 appro­
priated by the Loan Act for coal
boring purposes?

Also a statement showing:
(a) the amount applied from Current

Revenue or Surplus Trust Fund
month by month since the first of
July last towards the cost of op-
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erating the Reid Newfoundland
Railroad system and steamboat
services, and

(b) the amount required to be appli­
ed to such purposes for the re­
mainder of the current fiscal year.

Also to show the actual loss, on the
operation
(a) of the Reid Newfoundland Com­

pany’s Railroad system and
(b) steamboat services during the

current year- and the amount pro­
vided

(a) towards the Railroad and
(b) towards the steamboat services,

and a statement showing the loss
on operation of the Reid Railroad
System for the five previous years
as shown by the statements al­
ready furnished by the Reid Co.
to the government in regard there
to.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the hand-book of
Newfoundland, under preparation by
Dr. Mosdell has yet been completed,
and if so to lay on the Table of the'
House a copy of the same.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I ask to have all the questions dir­
ected to the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries particularly number seven
of MY. Moore deferred. The informa­
tion in answer to question number
two was sent to the home of the Lead­
er of the Opposition on Saturday night
at about nine o’clock. I beg to lay on
the table of the House a copy of the
Book referred to in question three of
Sir Michael Cashin.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Education if his annual report
is yet ready and if not when it is like-
ly to be; if it is his intention to intro­
duce any legislation this year to give
effect to the premises of the govern­
ment with regard to education pro­
gress and reform and if not will he
say what services are being perform­
ed by him and his staff which justify
the maintenance of his Department 

and the expenditure of public money
on the officials?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF EDUCA­
TION—In reply to the honorable gent­
leman I have to say that the annual
report is not yet ready on account of
the printer’s strike, but the party who
has the handling of the work tells me
I may be able to have a copy of it in
ten days time, and as to the second
part of the question I have to say that
it is not the intention of the govern­
ment to introduce any educational leg­
islation during the present session and
the services performed by the Minis­
ter and the Department are those inn
posed by means of legislation passed
during the last session of this House.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—What
about the Address to His Excellency?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Min. of Marine and Fisheries is
out of town.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—It is not
necessary to have him here. I under­
stand he is not coming to town until
next week. He was here last week,
and it looks as if you are purposely
putting it off. We ought to deal with
it right away.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Three or four days ago, it was de­
cided to go into Committee of the
Whole on these Loan Resolutions, and
it behoves us I think to make imme-
diate progress from the country’s
standpoint.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I beg to
draw the attention of the Prime Min­
ister to the fact that we asked for a
copy of the statement furnished the
Financial Agents by the Auditor Gen­
eral when the representative was here
previous to the raising of this loan
and we cannot go on till we get the
particulars of that statement. On Fri­
day last you told us he got from the
Auditor General the necessary infor­
mation as to the financial standing of
the country. Until we get a copy of
that statement, whether it was fur­
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nished by the Auditor General, the Fi­
nance Minister, or the Prime Minister,
signed by the Auditor General, we
cannot proceed with this loan Bill
wherein is involved the raising of six
million dollars. There is no reason
why the particulars in this connec-

;tion cannot be tabled and thereby give
satisfaction to the country and to the
House. I think the Prime Minister
will see likewise. We must have this
financial statement before we can pro­
ceed.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I telegraphed the Auditor General
this morning who is away because his
wife is ill, making enquiry as to whe­
ther such a statement was ever given
or not. There is no record in the de
partment and under my opinion no
such statement was ever given by him
The leader of the Opposition was Fi­
nance Minister one time himself and
for a long time and I think he will
agree with me that in the interests of
the colony that it is imperative that we
make expeditious progress, yet if he de
sires to have this matter adjourned
until later to-day or until to-morrow.
I shall be only too happy to extend
him the courtesy, provided there is a
bona fide feeling on the other side to
expedite this loan bill according -to
parliamentary debate and to have this
very necessary transaction closed as
quickly as possible. Time is vitally
important in so far as the exchange
is concerned on the one hand and the
saving of our interest on the other,
and if the leader of the Opposition will
facilitate this matter so far as the or­
dinary procedure of the House wik
permit I shall be only too happy to
have the matter stand over until we
get a reply from the Auditor General.
I have no desire to press this matter
but from the stand point of the coun­
try it is very important that as much
despatch as is reasonably possible
ought to be made.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I thank the
Prime Minister for the courtesy ex­

tended to me, but I think the Prime
Minister will agree with me that no
important financial house is going to
loan a large sum of money to any
country whether the firm is an Eng­
lish, American, or Canadian one, with­
out first having a statement showing
the financial standing of the borrow­
ing country, and it is certain some­
body must have furnished a financial
statement in Great Britain, United
States, and Canada before they enter­
ed into negotiations re this loan, and
it is necessary to have this financial
statement before this House. Yes it
is true I had previous experience and
I had advertisements issued and they
were soon grabbed up and looked over
by a half dozen specialists and I take
it the same thing should have been
done in this matter. It is only folly
to tell us that a financial statement
was not given. On what basis did the
people loan the money if they had no
statement? Did they not ask for a
statement showing the trade of the
Colony and its resources? I feel sure
all this information was furnished be­
fore these firms undertook to talk loan
matters and I notice there was not
any notice given to the outside world.
There was no advertisement given to
Canada or the United States and this
loan was negotiated by the Prime Min­
ister when in Montreal last Decem­
ber. There are many other firms in
Canada and the United States that
had no intimation of this loan and I
do not agree with the Prime Minister
that that is the right way to raise a
loan. I think some one must have
given a financial statement. The
Prime Minister also lost a quarter- of
a million dollars to the Colony by
reason of the way he went about rais­
ing this sum of money. If the proper
advertisement had been inserted in
Canada and the United States you
would have had applications from
many firms, including Wood Gundy &
Company. I learned from Wood Gun­
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dy & Company they had no notice of
this loan. It was simply and purely
a private negotiation. It should have
been handled as you would sell any
article of commerce and thereby re­
ceive tenders and then have the tend­
ers opened in the presence of the vari­
ous agents of the firms who made ap­
plication, in the Finance Minister's of­
fice and the lowest tender, if accord­
ing to Hoyle, accepted. When I was
Finance Minister we advertised the
loan abroad and received five or six
tenders and they were opened in the
Finance Minister’s office in the pre­
sence of the various representatives
of the firms interested who had come
to St. John’s from the United States
and Canada. The Finance Minister
and his Solicitor were also present.
The tenders were opened, the lowest
tender from Wood Gundy & Company
was accepted. But the Prime Minis-

. ter opened up this loan and I ask him
to have furnished to this House the
Statement given by the Auditor Gen­
eral, as we cannot go on without it.
By reason of the Prime Minister’s
method of raising the same we lost,
or rather the United States beat us,
seven hundred and twenty thousand
dollars. According to what the Prime
Minister told us we only received
eighty-eight for the loan. I happen
to have an advertisement here which
I will read. (Reads.)

MR. BENNETT.—I think the House
will feel very grateful to the Leader
of the Opposition, Sir Michael Cashin,
for throwing so much light on the
subject because the more we consider
this loan the more astounded we are
at the price this country is called up­
on to pay for this accommodation. It
looks very heroic for the Government
to raise this loan but the limits have
been reached when this country only
is getting eighty-eight dollars out of
every one hundred dollars in New
York funds and when we have to pay
six and one half per cent, in New

York funds as well. The astounding
part of it all is the fact that the loan
is floated in New York at ninety-three
and five-eighths, an increase over the
price by five-eighths per cent, for ev­
ery dollar we give. That is to be the
price we shall have to pay for this ac­
commodation. The person on the
street there is asked to pay ninety-
three and five-eights but the under­
writers price was eighty-eight and
we now come to the position that vit­
al information is asked for and it
must be forthcoming before we are
prepared to give our endorsation to
this loan. The leader of the Opposi­
tion had to drag for this information.
The question has not been answered
and I agree with him and endorse his
intention, that no financial firm in the
United States, Canada or Great Brit­
ain will advance one dollar to this
country without being first furnished
with a statement as to the financial
standing of the country. It is abso­
lutely absurd to think that any intel­
ligent person ■will accept the state­
ment that there was no such state­
ment. We want the document or some
concrete information and we must
have it before we can proceed. In
the interest of the country we must
get this information first. It is only
right and proper that we should.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Fitzgerald,
to whom reference has been made,
was sacrificed last year because he did
not see eye to eye with the Minister
of Education. He has been in the
•Department of Marine and Fisheries
for the last ten or twelve years, and
he was one of the best officials of the
Civil Service, but there was some mis­
understanding and with the assistance
of the great poo bah, his excellency I
think he- is called by some, who han
ruined the codfishery and is now
starting to ruin the salmon fishery,
Mr. Fitzgerald was thrown out on the
street. The Prime Minister is hers
this afternoon straining himself trying 
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to tell us what is happening down in
the Marine and Fisheries Depart­
ment. I think you had better leave)
this matter until we can get the gent­
leman who organized the department
here.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, the
policy o£ the Government with re?
spect to the Inland Fisheries is abso­
lutely contemptible and unworthy. The
salmon fishery of this country can be
made second to the codflshery, but
instead we are pursuing a policy of
waste with agriculture. Last year we
yoted $50,000 for this department, and
now again we are asked to vote an­
other 850,000. It is nothing short of
outrageous, and the country should
not stand for it. We have not had
one dollar’s return from the Agricul­
ture & Mines Department, but we are
seriously 'asked to vote that depart­
ment $50,000 and we cannot do a thing
for the fishermen of the country who
are looking for supplies. Men who
pose as representatives of the fisher­
men come in here and ask us to vote
this money.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS-
Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out
that the policy of the present Govern­
ment with respect to the Agriculture
& Mines Department is merely a con­
tinuance of the policy of previous
Governments. I can appreciate the
enthusiasm of the hon. member for
St. John’s West regarding the Inland
Fisheries, he being a member of that
Board, but I do not think that the
dropping of that vote is going to be
such a serious matter as the hon.
member seems to think.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved Itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions respecting the raising of a sum
of money on the credit of the Colony
for the general purposes of the Col­
ony.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair,

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­
mittee.

SIR M P. CASHIN.—If you are go­
ing to hand the cable back to the
Commercial Cable Company, you have
got to go back for years and hand it
back to the Anglo Telegraph Com­
pany. I do not propose to go into the
matter at any length to-night, but I
will certainly take the very earliest
opportunity to discuss it. Why not
give us the whole correspondence?
Why give it to us piecemeal, if we are
to deal with it intelligently in this
House I am sure that this House
and this country will be surprised
when the whole correspondence is
read; and I am sure that the corres-
pendance never took place within the
knowledge of the Attorney General.
The ordinary school boy would not
write the letters that the Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs wrote to the
President of the Commercial Cable
Company. The revenue annually from
the Anglo is something in the vicinity
of a hundred thousand dollars, as
against thirty or thirty-five thousand
from the Commercial Cable Co. More­
over the Commercial Cable Company
have nothing to offer the Govern­
ment. They have nothing but two
cables; but the Anglo Company have
eighteen cables in and out of this
country to-day. Had I known that
this was going to happen, I would
have brought this correspondence
down, but I asked the Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs to table the
correspondence in' full, not a little bit
to-day and another bit to-morrow. It
is just as much my business and ev­
ery other man’s in the country, as it
is the Minister’s. Why should he
take the matter in his own hands and
make an offer to the Commercial
Cable Co., when the matter should be
dealt with by this House, and in this
House, not after the House closes. It
you do this after the House closes you
will be in the same position as Sir
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Robert Bond. In his case when the
contract came up It was thrown out
and justly so. This matter requires
.to be gone into by someone who un­
derstands it. From the correspond­
ence which I have received I believe
that Mr. Halfyard knows nothing
about it, and it is a matter which
means thousands of dollars to the
country. The offer made to us by the
Anglo American Telegraph Co., in
1918, if carried out, means a quarter
of a million dollars to this Colony.
They made an offer to carry our cor.
respondence in and out of this coun­
try free, and to give us twenty cents
and two cents for every extra word on
every other message in or out of this
country. We had a cable from Port
aux Basques to Canso and from that
we never collected more than forty
thousand dollars and we had to bear
the expenses of that cable, the offices,
salaries, and the keeping up of thq
line at the other end. The Anglo peo­
ple say we will give you all corres­
pondence free, we will give you twen­
ty cents and two cents on every mes­
sage transmitted, and in addition to
that we will give you the telephone
system in St. John’s, which is equi-
valenr to fifty thousand dollars. In
return for this we want that cable
from Port aux Basques to Sydney,
That cable across the Gulf cost one
hundred and five thousand dollars be­
fore the war. For this they would
give us their own lines in Newfound­
land. As you know here in this coun­
try you can go to a small outport and
you will find two offices side by side,
an Anglo office and Government office,
where there is not enough revenue
for one. If the Government accepted
this offer they could use whichever of
the offices suited best and close up
the other one. In addition to thio wo
would get the telephone system, or
as they have sold out to another com-,
pany, the amount they received from
that Company instead. They want 

this cable across the Gulf in return,
That cost one hundred and five thou­
sand dollars thirteen or fourteen
years ago. The life of cables is I be­
lieve twenty-five years. The depreci­
ation on that cable to-day would not
warrant more than half that amount
from the Anglo people, and if you ac­
cept that offer and the country re­
ceives an increased revenue of eighty
or seventy or sixty thousand a year
because of it, in times like these, are
we not in a better position than when
we were running the cables in 1914,
when the most we ever got was from
thirty to forty thousand dollars. Then
here we find that the Minister of Posts
and Telegraphs says to the President
of the Commercial Cable Co., I am
heartily sorry for the manner in which
the late Government handled the af­
fairs in Newfoundland. It would make
the saddest man in Newfoundland
laugh to read that correspondence and
see it as I see it and what it means to
the country. I would suggest to the
Attorney General and to the Prime
Minister that at the earliest oppor­
tunity they bring this matter before
the House, and let the House dispose
of it .in the proper way, as it means
a quarter of a million dollars to the
country. Instead of this you are tak­
ing that quarter of a million off Civil
Servants and you know that you can
have it for the asking. Mr. Halfyard
was the most surprised man in the
House when I told him that if he had
accepted that offer he would be owed
that money by those people. You get
in touch with the Commercial Cable
Co., who have no line across the Gulf,
and here is the Anglo American Tele­
graph Co., with eighteen lines, all
over two hemispheres. This is purely
a business transaction and a very good
one. The Commercial Cable Co. are
doing business here now without
leave. They started about three or
four weeks ago. Surely that is not 
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permissible. If they can do so there
is no reason why the Reid Nfld Co.,
or any other private concern who can
put a cable here should not do so.
The trouble is that this offer is too
good to be true. That is what Mr.
Halfyard thought and what his offi­
cials thought. Some people thought
that this twenty and a two applied
only to mesages over Government
lines but that is not so. When the
Commercial Cable Co. came here it
was not for the benefit of Newfound­
land. They put a cable across the
ocean first and they found they could
not do sufficient business, and they put
a repeating station at St. John’s,
which meant that they could do one-
third more business. That is the reas­
on they are here, and that is why we
did not ratify their contract in 1909
after Sir Robert Bond was defeated
and we came into power. I would
suggest that the Prime Minister and
the Minister of Justice go into this
matter and I am sure that after read­
ing this correspondence which I have
received, no member will sanction an
agreement such as is hinted at by the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs.

MR. HALFYARD.—Mr. Speaker, I
crave the indulgence of the House
while I make a few remarks in reply
to Sir Michael Cashin. It seems that
the Opposition side of the House is
the only place where you can learn
anything. I suppose the explanation
is that they have no business of Gov­
ernment to take their attention. The
business with the Commercial Cable
Co. terminated in 1918. In August or
September of 1919 the Government of
that day of which Sir Michael Cashin
was the leader, sent the Postmaster
General of that day, Dr. Robinson, to
Canada to try to make arrangements
with the C.P.R. people to take over
the Newfoundland cable business, and
it was only recently upon receiving a
message from Mr. McMillan of that!
Company, referring to a contract be­

tween the Newfoundland Government!
and the C.P.R., drafted in August,
1919, that I knew such a contract ex­
isted, and my deputy knew nothing of
it whatever, and the Deputy Colonial
Secretary was some time looking it
up. It was found that a contract be­
tween the Government and the C.P.R.
had been drafted on similar lines to
the one with the Commercial Cable
Co., with certain disadvantages when
compared with the Commercial Cable
Co. agreement. Sir Michael Cashin
was Premier at the time and that was
twelve or thirteen months after we
had broken off business with the Com­
mercial Cable Co., and the Anglo Am­
erican Telegraph Co., was doing our
business and that proposed contract
was read and re-read by Sir Michael
Cashin, as it had been presented to
him in Oct. 1918.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I never saw
the correspondence you refer to.

MR. HALFYARD.—Sir Michael
Cashin says he knew nothing of that
proposition and he was acting Pre­
mier and Chairman of a committee of
the Executive Council in conjunction
with Sir John Crosbie and Mr. Clifts
with regard to negotiations on behalf
of the Government with the Anglo
American Co. Now if you want the
correspondence since 1918 to date I
will bring it down, and find out all
the notes passed and repassed by you
as Acting Premier and Chairman of
that Committee. Sir Michael talks in
a grieved fashion because we did not
enter into a contract with the Anglo
Co., which proposition was made to
him in 1918, thirteen months before the
Squires administration assumed office.
Now can I be blamed for trying to
induce the Commercial Cable Co. to
do our; business on similar lines as
they did up to August 1918, which item
estimated would have given us a re­
venue of one hundred thousand dol­
lars where we were not getting a
cent.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN.—That ig not
correct. You are forgetting that thp
agreement was until 1918, and no
year from 1914 did we earn more than
forty thousand dollars.

MR. HALFYARD.—I will give you
figures. The fact of the matter ig
that Sir Michael Cashin knows more
of this matter to-day than ever he
did, and if he is honest he will admit
it. He knew nothing of it when we
broke off business with the Commer­
cial Cable Co. One of the chief reas­
ons why the Government of the day
turned down the Anglo proposition
was that they considered there should
be competition, but as far as I am
concerned there is no sentiment in
connection with it. We want a re­
venue and what I did I am not a bit
ashamed of, nor of the correspondence
which I, as an act of courtesy, gave;
Sir Michael Cashin the correspond­
ence and trusted to his honour. I
told Mr. Bennett that negotiation?

’ were going on between the different
companies and it would not be advis­
able to have it tabled, and he let it
go at that. Sir Michael Cashin said it
would be alright to show him the cor­
respondence. If he thinks it should
be tabled personally I don’t care but
it is nevertheless a breach of honour.
It is time for someone to do some­
thing. We are trying to do it. You
tried to do it while you were Pre­
mier. You sent Dr. Robinson up to
Canada to interview the C.P.R. peo­
ple. You were making arrangements
to get a steamer to repair the Canso
Cable. If I were to table that cor­
respondence it would look much more
ridiculous than you claim mine does.
However I am glad Sir Michael is so
interested in this matter, it is an im­
portant matter. I will be only too
pleased to have his support, as ap­
parently he has as good a knowledge
of conditions that obtain, much better
than he had in 1918 and 1919. He 4ias
admitted to me that we did not know 

what we were doing at that time. I
hope that this matter will be finalized
soon and that some arrangement will
be made to give the Postal Telegraphs
a revenue. Even with this new pro­
position we don’t know that the trad?
will be satisfied because of cable
rates. Mr. Chairman, I hope Sir
Michael Cashin will reconsider the
matter of tabling this correspondence,
I don’t care but we are all working
for the common interest of the coun­
try and I don’t think it will help to
table this correspondence.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You have only
tabled one-half of the correspondence
between Dr. Robinson and the people
he went to see.

MR . HALFYARD.—In answering
questions we have been accused of go­
ing out of our way to answer things
we have not been asked, and I was
under the impression that Sir Michael
Cashin was familiar with any corres­
pondence that transpired during his
term of office.

SIR M P. CASHIN.—May I ask Mr.
Halfyard as he has such a good know­
ledge of this matter whether he con­
siders the Anglo proposition or the
Commercial Cable Co.’s proposition
the best. He has given both these
offers consideration and which doe?
he consider best for the country.

MR. HALFYARD.—I would like for
some arrangement to be made with
some company.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—The Commer­
cial Cable Co. have only one cable
where the Anglo American Telegraph
Co. control two hemispheres, and as
far as the Trade is concerned, the
trade here is nothing like so import­
ant as the trade in Canada or the
United States, and they are operating
there.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Speaker,
now I would like to remind Mr. Half­
yard that I remember sitting with him
when this matter was brought up for
discussion, and he was just as ambi­
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tious for us to turn down the Com­
mercial Cable Co., as anyone else, and
it was on the advice of Sir William
Lloyd also that it was done. He also
knows what happened when Dr. Rob­
inson went to the C.P.R. people to try
to make arrangements. The Commer­
cial Cable Co. jumped in and said wq
will not allow you to do this, we will
not allow you to do business with the
Nfld. Government. You did not know
what the C.P.R. could do but let me
tell you that the C.P.R. does as much
business as the Commercial Cable
Co., but they had a deal with the
Commercial Cable Co. and the Com­
mercial Cable Co. would not allow
them to come down here. Lord
Shaunessey who was the man in
charge of this agreed; to do what we
wanted, and when Dr. Robinson went
up he found that the Commercial
Cable Co. had blocked the matter. If
it were not for the Anglo American
Co. we would get nothing from this
Company at all. You know that. What
I can’t understand is that you have
been flirting with that crowd, and the
man making you do so is one David
Stott, who is always meddling with
such contracts and you can tell him
to-morrow I said so. If you did not
want the Commercial Cable Co. in
1918 and 19 why do you want them
now? What I want to say here and
now is that the quicker we get this
thing fixed the better, and I want to
see the correspondence referred to
myself. I was on that Committee you
referred to, and I would like to sea,
all the correspondence and refresh
my memory on the matter.

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Speaker. I
would like to say that it is quite time
now to suggest to the government and
to Mr. Jennings in particular, now
that the government is in the Liquor
business that they adopt the sugges­
tion of the Committee appointed to go
into this matter. They recommend that
the Controller’s Department be abol* 

ished in the sense of Controller, and
in its place we have a Clergyman, Me­
dical man and a business man in
charge on the Board, and make a
State business of it, and to offset the
making of moonshine that Liquor be
sold to householders, and the matter
be left to the government as to quan­
tity. Might I suggest to the govern­
ment that now that they are Liquor
Vendors that they compete with Cuba
and British Columbia. It is no news
that you cannot get a passage to the
former place because of the influx of
American tourists. May I suggest to
the Prime Minister, as he said that
the Railway is going into the hands of
a receiver and as there has been a
loss on it of two and a half million
dollars, that you avail of Cuba’s ex­
ample and send men out along the
road, and extend your State Control.
The position is that the government
wants money and the government is
taking a very rational means of gett­
ing it. We all know that the lid is
off. If yqu extend the control out
along the country, the amount of trav­
ellers on the railway would go a long
way to make up the loss. My friend
Mr. MacDonnell here who travels
across country suggests a Bar in the
Dining Car would be acceptable. It
is about time now to quit this hypocri­
sy about Prohibition. When we talked
about the injustice of it, hon. members
from other sections of the country,
cast up their eyes to Heaven in holy
horror, and said that they didn’t want
to have anything to do with liquor.
and now we are told that we are set­
ting out to make a half million dollars
on liquor. It is just as well to cut out
all this. It only gets back to the po­
sition that we have been saying all
along. Honourable members opposite
want to Ret money to' increase their
own salaries, and allow the sale of
liquors to a certain extent for that
purpose. The whole thing is a joke,
and a farce of the worst kind. I say 
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seriously that it would be far better
to have no prohibition at all. As I said
last year I repeat now—the carrying
out of the Prohibition Act is an abso­
lute scandal. Apart altogether from
the talk we hear about the prevention
of smuggling, the manner in which li­
quor is got to-day is a huge joke. Why
not wipe out the script system entire­
ly? Leave the Controller there and
take chances on his judgment. It is
only gross hypocrisy to be coming in
here and casting sanctimonious faces
across the floors of this House. A con­
tinuance of the present frightful con­
ditions in this country is going to de­
stroy the morale and the finer things
in the character of our people. The
attitude of the average man to-day is
that it would be better to have no Pro­
hibition Act at all rather than have
this script system continued. At pres­
ent a man is supposed to get liquor
only for medicinal use. Every man
knows in his heart this is a joke. Im­
agine the great number of men who
are suddenly going to take sick in
this community and who are going to
get liquor prescribed for them to re­
medy their sickness in order to pro­
vide a half million dollars revenue for
the government within the next year.
I say seriously Sir that the time will
come when the men who will be the
greatest advocates for the abolition of
this present condition will be Hon.
members who took a different stand
up to now. When they open their eyes
to see the conditions around them the
more they will satisfy themselves that
this system should be done away with.
What is happening in town to-day is
that not alone is it a case that certain
medical men have grossly and scan­
dalously" abused the rights given them
under the Prohibition Act, but it is
got to stage that some of the doctors
are practically living out of nothing
else and that the only form of medical
practice they do now is the signing of
scripts. The extent of their diagnosus
of a man’s case is to look at his face 

and decide that he requires a script.
If on the second hand you have what
is going on in this island, known as
smuggling; if on the third hand you
got the worst evil of all—moonshin­
ing; and if finally you got the demor
alizing of our police force—and all
those in authority, then it is about
time that honourable members oppo­
site understood that many of us here
have come to the conclusion that the
whole thing is nothing more or less
than sanctimonious hypocrisy. Hon.
members opposite have come here and
solemnly assert that they are going tv
have nothing to do with liquor in any
shape or form and yet on opening
their Budget we are told that they ex­
pect to derive $480,000 revenue from
the sale of liquor. Why not eliminate
the Act entirely? I think it would be
more consistent to drive liquor out of
the country altogether than handle it
the way it is being handled to-day. It
would be more reasonable to take that
attitude than what you are going to
do this year. Therefore, I ask if it is
the intention of the government to deal
with the liquor question fully at this
session. I think that it is regrettable
to debate this thing in such a form as
at present. We went to work last
year and appointed a representative
commission. That commission, recog­
nizing the abuses that were carried
on, recommended an alteration. Sure­
ly you are not going to have the furth­
er farce by letting the thing go on as
it is now, but rather do I hope that
the government will bring down leg­
islation in some form or other that
will meet the wishes and the views of
the largest sections of this communi­
ty. The House has been besieged
with petitions during the past two
sessions asking for a change in the
present system. A commission was
appointed to deal with the matter and
the finding of that commission is in
the hands of the government. I do
not think that their report should be
put aside, without some attempt being 



530 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

made to meet the views of the largest
number of our people in the different
sections throughout the Island. I think
we ought strip ourselves oi the far-
cial notion that we hate liquor and in
the same breath invest a quarter of a
million dollars to buy liquor for the
purpose of making another quarter of
a million on that transaction. I think
the principle is wrong, unsound and
hypocritical.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Mr.
Chairman: It seems to me that the
Hon. member for St. John’s East has
forgotten his usual courtesy in ad­
dressing this House. Some of his re­
marks were a kind of strange, and I
do not think they were well advised.
When he mentioned my name I took it
for granted that I was one of the sanc­
timonious hypocrites that he alluded
to because of the position I always
took in relation to Prohibition. I do
not think that I gave any expression
of opinion on this matter for the last
two years. In fact very little has been
said from this side of the House at
all about this master during that peri­
od; but several members of the Oppo­
sition side have taken occasion to re­
fer to it. As far as the government
being engaged in the liquor business
is concerned, that is something that
some of us cannot help. We got a
Prohibition Act given us by the Mor­
ris administration and many of the
present members of the Opposition
were members of that government. We
are in.the unfortunate position that we
are saddled with that Act; and more
than that we have an Act on the Sta­
tute Book that two-thirds of the peo­
ple are studying day and night how to
break and how to evade. You take any
law that is framed by God or man. If
sixty or seventy per cent, of the peo­
ple make up their minds to break it
they will do so in spite of everybody
else. Take the Ten Commandments.
They are being broken right and left
every day. That is the history of the
world. There is no proof that the Ten

Commandments have no right to ex­
ist.

MR. HIGGINS—What excuse do you
offer for your making money out of
the liquor?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I am
prepared to have a bone dry law. I
spent sixty years in the world and dur
ing which period I can say that I nev­
er hardly tasted liquor and I expect
to live the rest of my days without do­
ing so.

MR. HIGGINS—I have no doubt but
that you are prepared to go bone dry
alright; but why then make money
out of it.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—We are
compelled to take a certain position
of things; but if the people are foolish
enough to pour liquor down their
throats it is just as well to make them
pay for their foolishness.

MR. HIGGINS—Do you contend then
that you are your brother’s keeper?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—If I had
the power to stop the stuff from com­
ing in I would stop it.

MR. BENNETT—What then about
the money to get revenue and increase
your salaries?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—When
Prohibition was first talked of the rev­
enue was taking care of itself.

MR. HIGGINS—Why put on the 25
per cent. Surtax? Why not make the
outside fellows pay?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I think
this debate is rather premature. The
Commission have tabled their report
and there might be something satis­
factory arrived at in that report. Both
sides of the House will have an oppor­
tunity to discuss it later.

MR. MOORE—I would like to ask
the Prime Minister if it is the inten
tion to bring in a Bill this year?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Oh
Saturday last I received a copy of the
report of the Royal Commission from
His Excellency the Governor. I did
not read it, but I immediately got
copies made by stenographers. This 
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afternoon I got some copies and tab­
led one in the House so that honorable
members would have an opportunity
of reading it. To-morrow I expect to
have more copies available when all
honourable members will, I hope, be
supplied. I do not know what is con­
tained in the report. It appears to be
dry, but it may be interesting.

MR. MOORE—The reason I asked
the question was that last year numer­
ous petitions were presented by mem­
bers on both sides of the! House—pe­
titions that represented some twenty
thousand people. These people are en
titled to some consideration surely.
Their sentiments are being re-echoed
to-night at the Casino theatre where
three thousand people are assembled
advocating the abolition of the pres­
ent liquor system, and, in all proba­
bility, Mr. Chairman, you will have
these people here at the Bar of the
House before an adjournment to-night.
I am glad to know that the Prime Min­
ister has intimated his intention of
bringing in a Bill to remedy this pres­
ent condition of affairs.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
never said there would be.

MR. MOORE—Well then we will live
in hopes.

MR. MACDONNELL—-Mr. Chairman.
Although at the risk of being classed
among those who are foolish enough
to pour liquor down my throat—but I
will take good care not to pay too
much for it—I would like to ask the
Hon. Mr. Jennings on what grounds
does he contend that there should be
a continuance of the present Act or
that the Act should be in force at all.
He just said himself that sixty or sev­
enty per cent, of the people were en
deavouring to violate it. Well is not
that positive proof that the Act came
into existence through trickery and de
eeit?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—No. The
Act was made on principle.

MR. MACDONNELL—It is very bad
principle to have to stand for legisla­

tion that was enacted contrary to the
wishes of, at least, fifty per cent, of
the people, much more seventy per
cent, as stated by the Hon. Mr. Jen­
nings himself.l

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. t.'ie Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Sneaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that.
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An
Act respecting the High Commission­
er for Newfoundland in the United
Kingdom” without amendment.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow move
the House into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain "Resolu­
tions respecting Civil Service Salar­
ies.”

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of
Question.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until 
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to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned .accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, May 31st.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table the fol­
lowing answer to question of Mr.
Moore, No. 1, on order paper of May
31st, 1921.
Cast of two trucks (includ­

ing sea insurance) .......  $13,461.19
Exchange at 14% ............. 2,584.57
Freight and exchange on

freight (about) ............. 939.00
The late Government authorized the

purchase of the trucks, and I know ot
no reference to a reduction in th
number of horses for the Fire Depart­
ment as a reason for the purchase.
As a matter of fact the number of
horses has been reduced by three
since the fire trucks were purchased.
There has been a saving but it is dif­
ficult to say what it is. As a result
of the purchase of the trucks the high­
er levels of the town are now pro­
tected in the event of fire occurring
there at the same time as the out­
break of a fire on the lower levels.
This was not the case before.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—1 would again
ask your privilege Sir, to refer to the
matter of supplies for the fishery for
destitute people around the Island
and I again ask the Prime Minister
through you, Sir, what arrangements
have been made with reference to the
half million dollars which I under­
stand is about to be allocated for the
purpose of helping out the needy fish­
ermen. Is that amount to be allodqt-
ed out of the half million granted by
this House few days ago? I would like
the Prime Minister to tell us exactly
what arrangements he has made with
reference to that amount so that we 

may be able to get in touch with the
supplier and the fisherman who are
now awaiting an answer. You know it
is a great hardship to the fishermen
from the different outports and there
are a great number of men in Con­
ception Bay, Placentia and St. Mary’s
and the Southern Shore who are very
much disturbed also. It is now the
first day of June and we would like
to know what you are going to do
and we would exhort you to do it)
quickly. Despatch means everything
in this case and it must not be put
off. You have got to give the sup­
plies and put the men to work and
the quicker you relieve the situation
the better. If that half million dol­
lars is to be allocated the quicker the
representatives on this side of thn
House are made aware of the arrange­
ment the quicker will that sum be dis­
tributed. I understand from the mem­
bers of the district that Placentia
proper has not been touched although
the district as a whole has done fair­
ly well. Many got relief and while 1
am here on my feet I would like to
throw the suggestion out that many of
them who want to get relief still owe
much money from last year’s account
and I would like to know from the
Government what steps they are tak­
ing to protect that public money be­
ing handed the fishermen. If the fish­
ermen receive supplies partly through
the Government and partly through
the planter or the merchant, three
months from now there ought to be a
fairly good voyage on hand, then their
creditors from last year may come in
and pounce on them. The Govern­
ment ought to make some provision
in this direction and have the advance
to each and every fisherman out of
this half million dollars made prefer­
ential and while we are here now with
this House in session, we should pro­
tect that amount and protect the fish­
ermen and the country at large. That 
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is really the position anti I had a cast)
of it only to-day when a man came to
me wanting two hundred dollars and
I happened to ask him whether he
owed any money or not. I found ou
that he owed about seven or eight
hundred dollars. What’s the use of
my taking that man to a merchant and
say to him that the Government are
prepared to advance fifty per cent, to
the fisherman. The merchant will an­
swer back even though the Govern­
ment advances him fifty per cent, and
I the other half, what is the good it
his creditor of last year seizes upon
him. This feature has not been con­
sidered by the Government to my
jmind. We should protect that half
million dollars in as much as the
amount advanced to each and every
fisherman ought to be made prefer­
ential. I think a bill ought to be
brought in to safeguard the amount
because I believe eighty per cent, of
that money can be gotten back and I
would like to ask the Prime Minister
what are the details in connection
with this half million dollars provid­
ed for the purpose of supplying the
fishermen which I presume will bo
allocated in a few days. The mem­
bers for the districts are only too
anxious to attend to the matter im­
mediately and there is no reason why
there should be a number of men in
town and kept here for such a long
time. There have been numerous re­
presentations coming from the Out-
ports enquiring whether advances arq
obtainable from the planters at least)
in the Western part of the country. I
will have more to say later.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The last point raised by the leader of
the Opposition is a point well taken,
That point was the subject matter of
discussion between myself, some busi­
ness men and bankers and has been
under the consideration of the Gov­
ernment for the past ten days wheieby
sqine scheme might be devised to pro­
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tect the total advance preferably by
means of a preferential claim on the
voyage and the first fish caught as it
is the case in liquidating these kind of
debts in the ordinary course of get-
tting supplies. I anticipate that a bill
will be introduced In this connection.
It is very important that those sup­
plies should be protected. The first
point as to whether it is the inten­
tion of the Government to appropriate
the half million out of the loan known
as the fishery loan the idea in connec­
tion therewith has been under thq
consideration of the committee in the
matter of Placentia Bay relief. It will
be strictly per capita and either in
cash or by way of a bank guarantee.
The cash will be given when the
money is available and it will be
divided on a per capita basis. The
representatives of the various dis­
tricts are handling the money of the
districts so far as the portion is con­
cerned. Some districts will not be
handling any portion at all but other
districts will be handling it in the in­
terests of the fishermen. But there
will be a commissioner appointed for
each district for the purpose of dis­
tributing the money. As to Ferryj
land and Placentia Mr. O’Reilly has
been asked to take the matter with
regard to Placentia in charge and it
has been attended to. The Board of
Works Departments’ money does not
come under the jurisdiction of the As­
sessor except where the district avail­
ed of the opportunity of putting up
one dollar for eyerv two advanced(
making in all three dollars for sup­
plies. That was the general idea but
each individual district has to bq
handled by its own commissioner, as
the situation in each district is dif­
ferent, for instance the District of
Carbonear, of which His Honor thq
Speaker is the worthy representative.
The same applies to Placentia and Fo-
go and any other district involved.
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Each district shall have to deal with
its own particular problem through its
own commissioner per capita sharq
being provided for and the per capita
share will be appropriated from the
loan referred to. Again referring to
the preferential claim question, the
matter came into prominence two
days ago when a man owed four hun­
dred dollars on last year’s account.
The matter was discussed and as his
voyage might be seized upon he found
that the best remedy was to declarq
insolvent and then there are a large
number who do not know that the
writ of execution is preferable. So a
statute shall have to be enacted this
session to have the matter adjusted.

MR. WALSH.—First of all I want
to offer my sincere thanks to the Gov­
ernment for the assistance rendered
by it. When this question was first
raised by my colleagues and myself it)
was pointed out that owing to the
large area of the district and the
large number of people involved q
very large amount of money would be
required to be of any great value. We
asked for the sum of two hundred
thousand as we estimated that that
sum would be necessary to put all
those men to work. We thought with
the opening up of Bell Island and,
Giand Falls there would be a lot of
employment for our our people but
these avenues of employment have not
been opened up and Mr. O’Reilly has
informed us that our accounts are
overdrawn by sixty dollars and to-day
at least some one hundred men are in
the city from St. Mary’s and Trepas-
sey, some of them having travelled
miles and miles and some of them
merely had the price of their ticket
here and no more funds. I do not
care if I ever go back for re-election
but I am interested in having them
put to work. My wife and childrei)
could tell you some pitiful tales about
the men who come to my home and

some seven years ago when I came in­

to public life some of them could
help me but now they are seeking help
from me. I do not blame any par­
ticular class of men but I am Inter­
ested in the remedy and I especially
appeal to the Prime Minister that in
the allocation of this five hundred
thousand dollars the entire district
will, be considered and I hope that
will be at an early date. We have
been asked to pay board bills for
some of those men amounting to two
hundred dollars and I do not agree
with the position that we should be
called upon to pay them. I have a
list now of the men in the city and
they number over one hundred and
some seventy-five more to come. And
this does not touch Placentia Bay at
all. Placentia and St. Mary’s need
the help more than any other part of
the country. And I would appreciate
an early reply as to the steps to be
taken so that I may be able to tell
them to hang around for a few days
longer and if they are not to be con­
sidered I see no hope for those people
but I feel sure the Government does
not intend to have one-half of the Is­
land fishing and the other half starv­
ing. So far as Placentia and St.
Mary’s is concerned the money has
been allocated to the best of our abil­
ity. There were a couple of cases
where some got the relief wThen they
should not and I want to say that if I
were on a jury dealing ■with this kind
of a contemptible person I would put
him down in jail. I trust that before
the Committee rises or immediately
afterwards, that the Prime Minister
will intimate as to what we are to ex­
pect so that we may be all able to
tell those who are here and prevent
others from coming in.

CAPTAIN LEWIS.—I wish to ask
the Prime Minister if it is the inten­
tion of the Government to appoint a
commissioner tor the district of Har­
bour Main with respect to the hand-
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Jng of our portion of thia five hun­
dred thousand dollars.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
1 he matter has not been considered
yet.

CAPTAIN LEWIS.—There are two
hundred men prepared to go to thg
fishery if they see there is any money
available. There are two hundred oth­
ers wishing to attend the shore fish­
ery if they had the means so to do.
We would like to know where wq
stand in this matter so that we can
tell our people. There is another
matter and that is the twenty cents
export tax which came down in the
Budget. I consider this a great hard­
ship to the fishermen of Newfound­
land. It. is forty cents on foreign
vessels. Chartered vessels shall have
to pay forty cents per quintal and this
is very far reaching. Twenty cents is
the tax per quintal in sale. For my­
self I say this is a mistake to have
them pay that tax. For every five
dollars the fisherman gets you take
forty cents from him. The fishery of
this country at the present time is
paralyzed.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-h
The matter to which you refer will be
discussed on to-morrow.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I do not in­
tend to prolong the debate but I wish
to comment upon the question raised
by Sir Michael Cashin and referred to
by the Prime Minister, and that is
the preferential claim matter. Thiq
is really a very serious matter and it
ought to be dealt with immediately.
Some of the constituents of the Primq
Minister and Mr. Bennett came to see
me but on account of the money they
owed I say that if they caught any
fish the other fellow might come iij
and grab it. I think the matter ought
to be immediately fixed up.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—So
far as the respective portions for the
various districts concerned it is mat­

ter for the respective members to
take up.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I am ready
to suggest a commissioner if you will
permit me. I do not want it all on
my shoulders but I will do what I
can to assist the Government and it
the work is not too heavy and if the
Commissioner I will name will work]
with me, I will be only too glad to
commence right away. I wish to
name the Minister of Public Works,
Mr. Jennings. If he will assume the
responsibility for Port de Grave dis­
trict I feel we will work together
harmoniously. If the Prime Minister
will make it clear that it is possible
to go right away with this matter and
if the Minister of Public Works will
assume the responsibility, I will be­
gin to-morrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
he is a departmental officer there
might be some question whether he
could assume those duties. I feel
sure that Sir John will appreciate that
position.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I cannot ap­
preciate the point, because Mr. Jen­
nings is too good a man to lose in this
connection. And as to this matter of
preferential claim this Bill ought to
be attended to right away. I am not
going to allow Baird, Job, Smith or
somebody else to take the security I
have from me. The other day an ar­
ticle appeared in the Advocate saying

■ that I was not supplying at all. But
they forgot to say that I had not tak­
en any guarantee from the Govern­
ment. I have supplied some men
without this Government money be­
cause they will pay me I am sure if
they get the fish. I have asked the
manager of the Advocate to have this
adjusted. I want the country to know
at large that the supplies I give out
come entirely from myself.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I agree with
the previous speakers re this prefer-
tial claim and I think as early as pos­
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sible it ought to be brought forward
and finalized. Only to-day through
the courtesy of the Minister of Pub­
lic Works I was handed a telegram
from Bay of Islands asking what was
being done with regard to supplies for
the coming fishery. Another message
from Woods Island came to hand re­
lative to the same matter. In the
Port au Port peninsula last year they
were not able to pay their bills and
there are some seven hundred men
there dependent upon the fishery.

MR. BENNETT.—I would like to ask
the Prime Minister if St. John's West
is included in this allocation?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No
arrangements have yet been made.

MR. BENNETT.—There are many
men in Petty Harbour and Maddox
Cove who are desirous to get some
of this relief.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
These men are very reliable and in­
dustrious and I would be only too
glad to have their wants attended to
but I think they will not need this
guarantee but I guess their real de­
sire is to be protected against last
year's creditor. If there was anything
to be done it would be necessary to
have a Commissioner, that is an out­
side party.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow move
the House into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
respecting “An Act to amend the In­
come War Tax Acts—1918-20.”

At a quarter past four of the clock,
Mr. Warwick Smith on behalf of the
Moderate Prohibition Committee, ap­
peared at the Bar of the House, and
presented certain petitions respecting
a modification of the present Prohibi­
tion Law together with a suite of Res­
olutions passed at a Public Meeting In
St. John’s on May 30th which latter
were then read to the House by the
Clerk.

HON.PRIME MINISTER—Mr.Speak­

er and gentlemen of the Moderate Pro­
hibition Committee, the report of the
Commission appointed to go into this
matter was received a day or two ago
and I expected to see it in this after­
noon’s Telegram to which it was for­
warded for publication. Up to the
present moment the Government has
mot had an opportunity of considering
the draft of the Bill which the Moder­
ate Prohibition Committee has for-
jvarded them. We appreciate the fact
that the present measure is not work­
ing out satisfactorily and that some­
thing more is at stake than whether a
man does or does not obtain a certain
quantity of liquor; it is a question of
the maintenaance of the moral
strength and fibre of the people which
are being weakened by the present
•system. This system tends towards
the development of law breaking thru
.smuggling and the obtaining of scripts
for purposes other than medical. The
jjvhole question is one that is well wor­
thy of the closest attention of your­
selves and of this House and the gov­
ernment will take the earliest oppor­
tunity of considering it.

Pursuant to notice and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on the subject of the confirma­
tion of an Agreement between the gov­
ernment and the D’Arcy Exploration
.Company Limited.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—Mr. Speak

er. I beg to move that the House re­
solve itself into Committee of the
Whole, to consider resolutions for con­
firming an agreement between the gov
ernment and the D’Arcy Exploration
Company, Limited. I may say that the
D’Arcy Exploration Company is a
subsidiary company of the Anglo-Per­
sian Oil Company, Limited, which is
the largest Oil Company in the Brit­
ish Empire. It is, moreover, not a 
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company that speculates, nor Is it a
promoting company. The Company is
a bona fide operating company to find
out whether we have any oil-bearing
lands in Newfoundland. For the bene­
fit of the House I would read a short
extract that will give an accurate idea
of just what the Company is. The
Chairman of the Company and of the
Anglo Persian Oil Company is Sir C.
Greenway, Bart. The British govern­
ment nominates two directors and
at present they are Lord Inchape and
Mr. E. G. Packe. The Company was
registered April 14th, 1909 to acquire
a concession granted by the Shah of
Persia to another company formed in
1903, to search for, develop and sell
petroleum within the empire of Per­
sia, The concession holds good for
60 years from May 1901. The Company
has also acquired the whole of the is­
sued capital of the British Tanker Co
Ltd. (3,000,000 pds.) British Petroleum
Co. Ltd. 3,000,000 pds.); D’Arcy Explor
ation Co. Ltd. (50,000 pds.); Home­
light Oil Co. Ltd., (500,000 pds.); Na­
tional Oil Refineries Ltd, (300,000 pds)
Petroleum Steamship Co. Ltd., (362,-
582). The capital of the company is
(25,000,000 pds.), of which 17,500,000
pds. has been called up. The British
government holds 2,000,000 ordinary
shares of 1 pound each, 1000 Preferred
pds. of Debenture Stock.
shares of 1 pound each, and 199,000
> That, Sir, is the Company which is
back of this agreement; and, shortly,
the meaning of the agreement is this:
The Company shall have two years in
which to prospect and survey unoccu­
pied Crown lands for oil, and as they
prospect they are to furnish the gov­
ernment from time to time, with re­
ports of what they do and what they
find. If they discover oil, or think
that oil is likely to be fqund in any
particular area, they will form what
is called a' "test area.” The total test
area will not exceed 3,600 sq. miles,
which they claim is only a reasonable
oil field. In order to hold a test area 

they must sink a well in every 12 sq.
miles within six months after they
have taken it up. The other words of
the agreement are those usually con­
tained in any similar agreement. The
Company have expressed a keen de­
sire to have Labrador included in the
agreement; but, owing to the Labra­
dor boundary question, it is impossible
at the present time for us to include
Labrador, but we have worded the
agreement so that if it is found that
we have jurisdiction after the Boun­
dary dispute has been settled by the
Privy Council, they may go there.

Section 9 provides that the Company
shall commence its geological investi­
gations in the summer of 1921: Pro­
vided this agreement has been ratifi­
ed by the Legislature three months
jprior tc the 31st May. This, of course,
has not been done, but I have been in
communication with the Company,apd
they have assured me htat they will
commence operations in Newfoundland
this summer in spite of the fact that
the agreement has not yet been rati­
fied. The consideration in the agree­
ment in the event of the successful
working of oil is that they will pay to
the government 12 and 1-2 per cent.
of the value of all oil obtained by them
at the casing head. Their operations
must be continuously carried on. I
think the agreement will commend it­
self to the House, and I therefore
move that the House resolve itself in­
to Committee of the Whole.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I quite agree
with the Resolutions and I am in ac­
cord with anything that tends for the
advancement of the country, and I
believe that we should encourage out­
side people to come in here to test the
possibilities of the country; but at.
the same time there should be some
section inserted in the Resolutions pro
tecting ourselves in the event of this
agreement not being carried out. If
the industry is not started up in two
years, as stated in this agreement,
there should be a penalty provided 
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whereby some concessions would be
allowed to the country. You are giv­
ing this company a grant or license to
go on all Crown Lands throughout the
country to do prospecting and after
this agreement is passed and ratified
by this House the Company need not
start for two years if they so desire,
and need not do a stroke of work in
Newfoundland. Consequently, I think
there ought to be a clause inserted in
the agreement providing for a penalty
in the case of their failing to live up
to their agreement within the prescrib
ed time. We do not know who or what
is behind this Company or what the
intention is of that Company. Various
constructions can be put upon it.
However, I have not had an opportu­
nity to read the agreement through
yet.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—Section
nine shows the intention.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Yes, but they
can tie up exploration work for oil on
Crown Lands for two years, and I
think that there should be some safe­
guards put in the agreement. Looking
at it from a Layman’s standpoint I
think the Company are in a position
to tie up this industry if it suits them.
They are the greatest people of the
world, according to the explanation
given by the Minister of Justice, and
there is no reason why there should
not be safeguards provided before this
has gone too far.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—No. Al­
though section nine is not of much use
now, it show the bona fides. The Co.
really intended to come out this year.
but it is not their fault that they have
not done so. When this agreement
was drafted it was their intention to
come out this year; we can provide for
any safeguards when the Bill is under
discussion in Committee,

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Speaker. I sup­
port the suggestion of the leader of
the Opposition as to safeguards and I
am glad to find that the Hon. Min. of
Justice takes that attitude also. i 

would also suggest to the Minister that
the Resolutions be left stand over as
for to-day and clean it up to-morrow
and in the interim to have a draft pre­
pared.

MR. MOORE—Mr. Speaker. I remem
ber here four or five years ago a num­
ber of gentlemen from Water Street
did a lot of oil boring at Deer Lake.
Will this Company affect them? I re­
member the late Hon. John Harvey,
Mr. Job and others spent a lot of mo­
ney there trying to develop the Deer
Lake property.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—No. This
Company will deal entirely with unoc­
cupied Crown Lands and will not
terfere with any property belonging to
any other person where oil boring op­
erations have taken place.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker. I am
not quite clear on the explanation to
section one of the Resolutions which
says that the company are to have the
exclusive right for two years. I do
not see in any section of the Resolu­
tions where the Company asked for
exclusive right for a period of two
years over a certain area they may
choose; and section one goes on to
say that the company will prospect
for petroleum and kindred products.
Now would it be possible that this com
pany may take in any area in any sec
tion where any other mineral may be
found and would they be given exclu­
sive right to that area so that others
may not be permitted to operate there.

HON. MIN.' OF JUSTICE—No.
MR. WALSH—I think this House

should encourage as much as possible
outside capital and, if possible, try tc
develop our mineral resources, though
I think this House should be very care
ful in dealing with Companies from
outside, aS most of us have no oppor
tunity of finding out what their in­
tentions are or what their standing is.
On numerous occasions very attrac­
tive propositions have been presented
to this House heretofore, ostensibly
for the purpose of developing our min­
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eral wealth, and some members In the
House on more than one occasion saw
eye to eye with the promoters and
gave them certain concessions for the
inducements held out. But later it was
found to be another attempt made to
get hold of some lands or water pow­
er. Personally I believe that there is
great mineral wealth existing in the
country and that it should be develop­
ed. Whilst I do not doubt for one
moment the bona fides of this D’Arcy
Exploration Company, still I would
like to have it made compulsory for
this Company to spend some stipulat­
ed amount of money for this proposed
work before asking us to discuss and
pronounce upon this Bill. Take the
great Newfoundland Products Corpor­
ation a few years ago. I strongly sup­
ported that measure in all seriousness
and in all sincerity, because at that
time there was an intimation In the
Bill of a certain amount of money to
be spent. But we all know what hap­
pened afterwards. The framers of
those kind of bills are sufficiently
cute to make the language read so
that the ordinary layman, who have
not the education on legal points, may
think they are alright when they real­
ly are not, and suddenly the people
wake up and find that the promoters
of the Company have escaped the obli­
gations they were under. Personally I
have great hope that at some future
time the great mineral wealth of New­
foundland will get a square show. I
have great hopes that the millions of
dollars worth of mineral wealth that is
snugly hidden away in the valleys and
hills around Newfoundland may get an
opportunity of being intelligently pros
pected, and then we will not have the
spectacle witnessed in this House this
evening and witnessed for the past six
weeks—hundred of men waiting to set
supplies to participate in the only in­
dustry we have apart from Grand
Falls and Bell Island. We are abso­
lutely dependent on the codfishery of
this country at present. From my ex­

perience, though, the great copper ore
mine of Little Bay, Notre Dame Bay,
would be employing a thousand men
to-day only for bad management and
dishonesty. And Little Bay is not the
only place where there are large de­
posits of mineral. In other sections of
this Island there are all kinds of de­
posits of minerals such as gold, silver,
nickel and all the minerals that are
essential for the different industries
all over the world. I would like to
see the Department of Agriculture &
Mines not only encourage an intelli­
gent search for minerals, but I would
be a party to voting $50,000 for such
work, or, if necessary, vote a reason­
able amount for a start and convert
that vote that is at present in the Bud
get for a Model Farm to such a pur­
pose. Put that amount of twenty five
or thirty thousand dollars for the pay­
ing of competent men to do the pros­
pecting work. There are lots of com­
petent men in Newfoundland. Why
there are good practical men walking
the streets of St. John’s to-day and
who thirty years ago carried on that
part of our industries. Put in charge
men who have travelled throughout
the country, men who know the min­
eral bearing sections of the country
and who know the kind of mineral
that any particular rock is likely to
bear. I trust that at this particular
time, especially now that the fishery
is not what it used to be and people
are looking around for other avenues
of employment, that the vote for the
Model Farm and for experimenting
purposes will be used to encourage
what may prove to be the salvation of
Newfoundland. I remember when a
boy in Notre Dame Bay an old gent­
lemen named Toms came out from the
other side of the water and began op­
erations at Sleepy Valley with one
man and a pick and shovel. The first
day they went to work they cut a vein
of copper six feet wide.. I remember
myself when they developed that very
seam. They went down 100 feet and 
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found six feet of solid copper. There
was not any money spent there since
to determine whether there was any
further copper there or not and de­
velopment was stopped because of
lack of funds. Up at York Harbor
some years ago I had the honour to
sink a shaft and to bring boulders of
solid copper without a peck of earth
on it; but the lode was never discov­
ered. It was reported favorably on
by a gentleman who held a responsible
position in one of the largest copper
companies in Lake Superior. Right at
Blow Me Down where one of the great
est copper mines existing this side of
the Atlantic Ocean, Irresponsible men
bad sufficient authority to be able to
put aside the recommendations made
thereon. Take Pilley's Island mine.
That fell through, through misman­
agement. Take the great silver mine
at LaManche, Placentia Bay. The sea
was allowed to come in there and the
mine was destroyed. Mr. Speaker, I
will avail of the opportunity to deal
with this matter again, but I could not
let this occasion pass without having
a word or two to say. I trust that the
government, before ratifying this
agreement and giving this company ex
elusive rights for two years, will see
that a sufficient amount of money will
be spent for that period. We want to
safeguard ourselves as much as pos­
sible.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I would
like to say for the information of the
hon. member that there is a guarantee
in the contract now for the Spending
of money. The hon. member will un­
derstand that for the first two years
nc money can be spent, as that period
will not be used for providing machin­
ery, but for the bringing out of geolo­
gists, etc., but at the expiration of that
two years or when they decide to test
the places in any areas by sinking
wells it will cost them the machinery
and labour necessary for the sinking
of a well; and if the well is not sunk
in six months they have no further 

claim to the property. I understand
that the cost of a well is about 15,000
pds. In New Brunswick they have an
exclusion concession and may drill on
any part of 10,000 sq. miles. They
have drilled 5 wells at a cost of over
100,000 pds., and so far have not
struck oil in commercial quantity.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker. I
just want to add a word or twoi on the
lines followed by Mr. Walsh. I am glad
that we have a Company of standing
and prestige coming in here, and, as
contemplated in this agreement, to de­
termine and develop our mineral and
particularly our oil wealth. It has
been always a matter of great wonder
to me what the possibilities of New­
foundland really are in this conr.ee .
tion. I think that Newfoundland—
speaking from experience and the
knowledge at present available—has
rich mineral qualities and second to
no other part of the British empire.
When one realises that it is only just
the mere fringe of the country that
has been explored and the returns
from that fringe have shown a good
percentage of mines, it shows that on­
ly a small proportion of the country
lit-s been surveyed and explored. Ttur
is very creditable indeed. But wiist
ab: ul the great bulk of '.ha country
that is unexplored? This country is a
vast and enormous country for Its
population and we have a vast area
that possibly has not yet been scratch
ed. We have not the faintest bit of
iscvrtific knowledge as to what the
possibilities of Newfoundland are as
a mineral country. Personally I believe
we have great possibilities in this
lespect and I have always fe'.c and al­
ways advocated that this country
would have spent money well and
mi ch to our advantage if we bad se­
curer in the past h’ghly qua-Lte*1 sed­
er . tin to come here and .'n’letigate.
cxp.rre and properly survey th’ entire
interior of Newfoundland. If this
Company that is now contemplating
exploration work here will do no oth-

conr.ee
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er good and even if it never strikes oil
it will settle for always the question
as to whether or not there is any oil
here. As referred to by Mr. Moore, the
member for Ferryland, several local
capitalists started developing the re­
gion of Deer Lake a few years ago.
There were undoubtedly good indica­
tions there at that time, and there was
a lot of shale taken therefrom and
sent to England, and the essay of that
shale was reported to be very rich, but
evidently the thing fell down for the
want of either capital or enterprise. If
there are good indications in that sec­
tion of the country and the develop­
ment of that was not carried out to
the fullest extent, well here is an op­
portunity for developing a property
that is lying dormant and that other­
wise would not have been properly
developed. I commend these Resolu­
tions to the House and I feel sure that
good results will ensue. Anyway we
will have the satisfaction of determin­
ing at least one section of our resour­
ces whether we have any such miner­
al or whether we have not. The only
clause in the agreement that I take
any degree of exception to is the mat­
ter of transfer, as the agreement says
that the Company will merely come
here for two years for preliminary
work because that is all the agreement
calls for. This I cannot understand
and perhaps the Minister of Justice
will explain. I do not want to be un­
fair to the promoters or to cheanen
the agreement by having a new clause
inserted.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—If any oil
is found by the D’Arcy Exploration Co
they will transfer their rights to the
Anglo Persian Oil Company to do the
developing and to carry on the work.
They cannot have a Syndicate that Is
not approved of by the government.

MR. BENNETT—That is quite satis
factory, and I give the Resolutions my
hearty support and I only wish that
we will have other companies to come
here and develop our resources, and 

let us see what we really have. I bo
lieve from the opinions of men who
are experienced in mining matters and
who have done some exploring that
this country have great possibilities as
a mineral country and anything done
with regard to the development ot
those possibilities should receive the
fullest endorsation of this House.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Pursuant to notice and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on the subject of Civil Service
Salaries.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee. «•
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—

Mr. Chairman. This is a matter which
appertains specifically to the Commit­
tee of "Ways and Means. Although it is
in the form of a separate Bill I will
take the liberty of introducing it by
special notice and to ask the courtesy
of the House to consider it when de­
bating the Budget. The Bill is exact­
ly as I intimated to the House some
days ago, namely, to provide that all
those who received voted salaries un­
der the Civil Service Act should have
deducted therefrom ten per cent, on
all salaries up to and including five
hundred salaries; and in addition
thereto fifteen per cent, on a salary on
the next five hundred and twenty per
cent, on a salary that exceeds one
thousand dollars. As those salaries
relate specifically to the committee on
Ways and Means, I would specifically
suggest that instead of debating them
separately that those salaries be dealt
with in Committee and to which depart
ments they specifically relate.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Chairman.
The Prime Minister seemed to have la
bored hard this afternoon in giving an
explanation for the reduction in the sa
laries of civil servants. I do not agree
with those Resolutions beforei the
House and I do not agree for more
reasons than one, first of all that the
Prime Minister should decide to touch
at all the salary of the official receiv­
ing anything under $1200 a year. Why
go back and check him up from 1914
up to now instead of taking a general
view of the surroundings to-day and
compare it with 1914. I would like to
flour as against $6 when the wai
take the House back to 1914 for a few
moments. I do not think there is any
comparison between conditions in 1914
and now. Look at the enormous pri­
ces that we are called upon to pay for
goods now and the low prices that pre
vailed prior to the war. The fishery is
held up at a standstill. I think that
is apparent to all in this House. The
fishermen is paying to-day in the vic­
inity of fifteen dollars a barrel for
broke out. The civil servant is prac­
tically in the same position as far as
the necessaries of life are concerned
to-day. He is paying anywhere from
$14 to $15 a barrel for flour. Many of
them have to go and receive credit
irom the grocer, not having the ready
cash to purchase, and the usual profit
is tacked on that. Take a civil sei-
vant.living in St. John’s to-day who is
getting $1200 a year. The reduction
on that amount, according to those Re­
solutions, is going to be $165. You
must first take into consideration the
class of man that he is and then take
into consideration the high cost of
living in St. John’s. He has to pay
enormous rent, probably three or four
hundred dollars a year, as rents to­
day have increased to considerably
more than what they were before the
war. He has got to appear respectable
at his work in the department to
which he is attached. Then he has
got to support his family properly and 

educate his children. All that is neces­
sary and has got to be provided for.
How then can you cold-bloodedly come
in and cut down that $1200 a year to
practically $1000? I think it would be
far better to go into the civil service
to-day and prune out the many useless
officials that are not at all necessary.
Send them about their business ana
let them look for employment else­
where; but don’t reduce the salaries
of all officials who are paid $1200 a
year and less. You are putting all that
class of official in the one category.
You are going to reduce all their sal­
aries and practically make beggars of
them. You cannot expect from that
class of man any returns in the fu­
ture, because a man who is not prop­
erly fed and not properly looked aft­
er loses all spirit and all energy to
work. When we come to discuss the
Budget I hope to point out the many
reasons why you should not reduce the
salary of a civil servant who is getting
$1200 or less. $1200 a year is $100 a
month, well that is a very small
amount for a family man to live on in
St. John’s now, when you take into ac­
count the taxes he is called upon to
pay, the high price for coal and pro­
visions^ and the various other obliga­
tions that he has to meet. To come in
here and attack that class of men for
the purpose of retrenchment, is, in
my opinion, the last resource, you
should resort to instead of being the
first. This will be shown to you be^
fore this Budget is through, you
should have practised retrenchments
in other directions and allowed the
salaries of civil servants of this col­
ony receiving upwards of $1200 a year
to remain as they were. Why not cut
down in your department of Educa­
tion, as was pointed out to you here
last night. I want to say to the Prime
Minister this evening that if he wants
to get back to 1914 conditions—and
you have to get back there if you want
to make two ends meet—why not di­
spose of some, of the extra officials 
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that were taken on since that period?
I would like to ask how much, was
spent last year on extra officials?

■ HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Roughly $26,000.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Is there any
reason why these extra officials are
needed to do the work that was done
previous to the war? Our revenue for
1914 was about six million dollars and
it is probably about the same now.
You have to get back to 1914 condi­
tions unless you want to hand this
country over to Canada.

Are you going to do that by coming
in here with a budget in which the Au­
ditor General has screwed down the
salaries of the Civil Servants making
a saving of $231,000. You stop there.
You have made no other reductions
except in the Marine and Fisheries de
partment, but there you had a staff of
officials such as cullers, commission­
ers and other friends of the Minister
that have cost the country an enor­
mous sum of money. Last year you
Jacked on 10c. a quintal on fish, and
now you tack on another 20c. The
cost of living the Prime Minister tells
us is about 30 per cent, reduced. I do
not agree with you. Coal, flour, but­
ter, dry goods and many other essen­
tials of life have not been reduced 30
per cent. There is no comparison be­
tween now and previous to the war. If
he is in earnest we should get back
to conditions before the war. Here
we are with an educational depart­
ment costing almost a million dollars.
If you are in earnest why not lop that
department off altogether. If you
have the interests of the fishermen at
heart Mr. Minister you should be one
of the first advocates to instruct the
Prime Minister to carry out this poli­
cy of letrenchment in your department
But what do we find? Not one cent
of reduction in your department.- Still
you come in here and talk about tak­
ing off $200 off th 4 man getting $1200
Your department is costing the coun­
try between eight and nine hundred 

thousand dollars a year. Are you not
prepared Mr. Minister to cut down ex­
penses in that direction? If you art
not then it is waste of time for us to
come in here. You know what is creep
ing on us. You may put up a bluff for
a while, but bills are going to be pil­
ed up, in all directions. When this
House opens again, with what is in
view at the present time, there is no
thing for us to expect but a deficit of
four or five million dollars. We can­
not look to the fishery. Here we havt
the principal fish merchant in the
■country, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, in a circular which I have
in my possession, tells the fishermen
that the most they can expect is $6, or
an average of $5 per quintal. So that
allowing a million and a half quintals
that would be about nine million dol­
lars. ....

Now add to that the other business
of the country. Grand Falls is clos­
ed down. Bell Island is practically
closed: lumber is gone down to about
one-third its price last year. The
very most you can expect as the earn­
ing power of the country is twelve
million dolars. Put your duty at 50%
and it will give you six million dol­
lars. Now where does that land you
with the estimates that you have
brought in here.

Now the Prime Minister comes in
and tells us that the only thing he
can do is to reduce the Civil Servants
$231,000. Why are we losing time here
taking off $231,000 if our position is
going to be anywhere near my fore­
cast. There, is no earnest effort made
by the Government to reduce the cost
of running the affairs of the country.
Reduce the educational grant back to
what it was in 1914. It was then
about $300,000. Sir Edward Morris
boasted here in the House that it had
reached that amount, and here we are
in our darkest hour asked to vote
three times that amount, and there is
not an attempt made by any man on 
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the other side of the House to reduce
that enormous figure. These are the
representatives of the underdogs, and
still there is not one of them who is
willing to get up here and tell us why
they are voting these estimates.

Mr. Chairman, you cannot get six
million dollars revenue this year. You
calculate $900,000 from Sales Tax. Wq
have asked you how you plan to get
it, but you say that you have not yet
got it from Canada. When you add
that Sales Tax you add another 15%
to the fishermen of the Colony in ad­
dition to the 25% surtax. Now we
ask you on behalf of the Civil Ser­
vants who are receiving from $1,200
down, not to attempt to make any re­
duction. If you cannot do that then
send down one of your cullers to cull
out some of the people who are now
under pay and who are giving no re­
turns to the country.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Now you are talking politics again.
My hon. friend naturally shifts off to
the political point quite frequently. I
am not asking the civil servants to go
back to the standing of 1918; I am
asking them to go back a little which
is less, however, than the proportion­
ate drop in the cost of living. I will
try and have the matter in connection
with the wholesale prices tabulated in
time for use when we get into Ways
and Means. Reference has been made
by my hon. friend to the tax on fish.
Having regard to the catch being this
year 120.000 qtls. short of last year,
the tax will be a straight one of 30
cents.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—How do you
figure it all out'.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Last
year it was figured on a 30 cents per
qtl. basis.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—In my opin-,
ion the catch will be about 1,350,000
qtls. this year.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
judged that more than % of this wil. 

go out in local bottoms; it will be
shipped in Newfoundland owned ves­
sels or those registered here. That
means we will lose 10 cents a qtl. on
what I judge to be more than % of the
catch. But we will gain 10 cents a
qtl. on that portion which will be car­
ried in foreign bottoms. That portion,
the salt bulk to the States and Can­
ada, will stand the same as last year
in all bottoms. There will be a sav­
ing to the fishermen by that readjust­
ment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It will not
give each of them a stick of tobacco.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That depends on the price of tobacco.
Of course I have not been so long in
the Finance Department as Sir Mich­
ael. I handle finance as other men
handle golf, not as a regular busi­
ness. But I handled the Surplus
Trust Fund to show that we can pay
our bills on June 30th.

MR. HIGGINS.—I have heard that
one can make figures talk as he likes.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am satisfied we will come out with a
surplus.

MR. HIGGINS.—How will you pay
back what was taken for War and
Naval purposes.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The war cost us about 30 millions. If
we have regard to the pensions and
liabilities for soldiers and sailors, hos­
pitals, etc., the capitalization will
work out at between 20 and 30 mil-,
lions. During the years of the wau
period there was a splendid revenue
and the Government felt justified in
making payments out of current ac­
count. It was not necessary to raise
a fund to meet the situation as it was
in January of this year. It was
necessary to get 3ti, millions. In De-?
cember the Opposition concurred and
realized that Newfoundland needed fi­
nances and there was a strenuous
period to face. It was desirable that 
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the Surplus Trust Fund should not be
added to. We had credit and put back
what we had taken out o£ capital ac­
count.

MR. HIGGINS.—But is not that
what you have a Surplus Trust Fund
for. Why didn’t you put it back
straight.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—We
were taking 6 millions while we only
needed 3%, so as to have 2% left.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You put it
back to try and justify your loan.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Grant for argument sake that we did;
were \jve not justified in getting a mil­
lion extra.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Why did you
not do so right straight.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
We paid $1,400,000 which could ba
called capital war expenditure. Of
that we have a balance of $400,000
which could be treated as a surplus
fund. The money is there as a mil­
lion for the benefit of the Colony no
matter what you call it.

MR. HIGGINS.—Instead of calling
it a war loan, why not call it a boost
loan.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Why not call
it a bust loan.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The bust factory is not on this side
of the House.

MR. BENNETT.—These are current
expenses; the pensions are the same
and are not chargeable to the trust
-fund.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
These were not paid out of current
account; they were paid out of the
amount voted by the Legislature.
When we came into office there was a,
claim for $400,000 on us which we
took out of the Surplus Trust Fund
as it was the most convenient place
to get it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Don’t you call
that frenzied finance.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
But didn’t we get it back again.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You only got
your justification for the loan.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—,
We got the Ioan without submitting
any financial statement in the sense ,
that there was no written document.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I said a fevf
days ago I would pay the bill if you
would telegraph the agents for the
confirmation of your statement.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
And now I accept your challenge.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—And then you
will send a code message saying not
to forward it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am glad to see the gentlemen outside
the Bar are enjoying your joke.

SIR M. P .CASHIN.—They got more
sense than a good many inside the
Bar.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
thought you were going to say “more
than me.” The men out there are al­
right. Now the figures which I have
submitted in connection with the per-,
centages are as accurate as can be
got in the circumstances; those deal­
ing with the invoices have been ob­
tained from the Assistant Collector.
All are reasonably correct. I move
that the Committee now rise.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I will not
have much to say, Mr. Speaker, at
present, as I take it this question will
come up again later in debate. The
civil servants who supported you
were looking for a Liberal-Reform
government and they got it with a
vengeance; I hope they are happy
now. I agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that to cut a man who is
doing an honest day’s work for a
small salary is hitting below the belt.
If he has a family of 5 or 6 and is in
the civil service at $3,25 per day, he
can only start to be a rogue immedi­
ately you cut it. If he is reduced how
is he going to school, feed and clothe 
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his family on less than $1,200. I an)
in accord with the Leader of the Op­
position that if you have too many
civil servants in the country, let them
go somewhere else to work and it
would be better than giving them only
a half salary. The Hon. Prime Min­
ister states that the necessaries of
life have dropped 30%; in other words
70 cents now is the same as a dollar
last year. I do not agree with this as
there is really no difference. Take
the case of sugar; it was high when
it was under control, while others
were paying 12 cents a pound for it]
we were paying 25 because of mis­
management. That cost the Colony
$130,000 which might have been left
for the civil servants. Then turn to
and consider the other expenses that
could have been avoided; take the
codfish on which money was squand­
ered to no advantage but really with
disaster. The Colony will find this a
loss of $400,000 which, with the other,
will amount to $530,000. We would
not be debating the cut of salaries
now if this had been left alone.
Through rank mismanagement the
civil servants are now face to face
with the situation of increased tax­
ation. I agree with the Prime Min­
ister that some is necessary but if it
is done right you will not be taxing
the fishermen but will let them go on
as ever. Some little things of course
did happen that probably could not be
provided against but if the handling
of fish had been left alone there
would be none of it left in store here
to-day and the country would be far
better off. As Sir M. P. Cashin said,
interference with trade has been the
cause of all the trouble. You are
asking to-day for taxes in order tq
raise what was squandered on the
railway; taxing the people to raise
money for ■ fads and expenses that
should never have taken place. There
are many ways, I think, by which you
could avoid cutting the pay of the 

civil servants and these I will point
out as we go along on the Estimates.
I hope when this question comes up
again you will reconsider the cutting
of these salaries. Imagine a man in
the Custom House with $500 a yeac
and who has 5 or 6 children, having
10% taken off his salary. It is an ab­
solute joke. There are men there
who are doing practically nothing and
it would be better to let them go
about their business elsewhere. In­
stead of sending them, however, you
send Mr. Jas. McGrath with a salary
of $1,700 on the Daisy You are ad­
ding on new expenses and keeping
others on at the old salary. I cannot
vote for this kind of thing. If I were
in the Customs with 5 or 6 children,
and had my pay cut I would beat the
Government at every opportunity, ev­
en to the extent of letting a man get
through with a keg of rum. Imagine
such an official’s pleasure on realizing
that on July 1st, he is to get a $50
cut. Take the policeman—are you
going to cut them 10% or more
thoiisfb Ithey are beating around day
and night in all kinds of weather to
protect ourselves and property and to
keep law and order. Are you going to
reduce these men, most of whom have
large families. Again you are putting
on a Sales Tax which nobody under­
stands. I don’t—and no man on Wat­
er St. understands what it means. One
has one idea and the other a different
one. And then you come in here af­
ter wasting millions and ask us to cut
the unfortunate who can barely sub­
sist, such as the policeman who you
will meet on duty at all hours of the
night and morning. If you knew the
men in the civil service whom I am
helping to carry along from month to
month you would not do it. Put
your proposition on a business basis
and I will back it up. The men who
are not getting a decent salary
should try to get something else; I 
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wonder how they can stay in theii;
positions. When the cut comes they
will get it in the neck. I am glad to
see that His Excellency the Governor
is to be reduced. As Sir M. P. Cash­
in said, I care about neither Governor
nor Judges, I am glad to see them
cut; they can stand it better than the

- policeman, the man in the Custom’s
night or day boat, the man who
pilots the ship into the harbor or the
man who labors on the wharf. These
latter are entitled to the best consid­
eration of the country. When you
put the tax on fish also, the fisherman
is the one who will pay it whether ho
likes it or not. Yet I am told that
this is a fishermen’s government. I
am going to move before it goes
through the House that this tax be
reconsidered. Knowing something of
the fishing industry in all its branch­
es I ask that it be left severely alone.
This money would certainly be taken
off the fishermen. I would not at­
tempt to expound the law to you. Mr.
Prime Minister as that is your pro-
fession and you know too much about
it, but I will take dictation on fish­
ery matters from no man in tne coun­
try, not even the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. If the catch this year
be 1,300,,000 qtls., it means the fish­
ermen will have to pay about $270,000
in taxes. If you want to encourage
both the men and the industry, in view
of the poor conditions of the mar­
kets abroad and the prevailing condi­
tions here you ought to try and raise
in some other way than by taxing the
codfish. I know perfectly well that
the money is needed but this is no
way to get it. No man who comes to
my wharf to sell fish but will have
to pay this tax.

The Committee rose till 8 o’clock.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—At the hour

of adjournment 1 was discussing the
fish tax and what it means. But gett­
ing hack now to the matter of salaries
cf the civil servants, I feel there are 

many things that could be done with­
out taking $230,000 from the men who
are drawing under $1200. Men getting
above that can stand some moderate re
duction, but I cannot see how those
drawing below that can even exist. I
think that if the Hon. Prime Minister
would take my suggestions the civil
servants need not be cut. I suggest
that the Model Farm vote for instance
be done away with; last year it cost GO
or 70 thousand dollars. Then abolish
the department of Shipping and if that
were done there would be no need to
touch the civil servants who have fam­
ilies to support. I was also speaking
this afternoon about the police; I do
not see how you can touch their sai
aries. It simply can’t be done. ThesS
men are always at the service of the
public; they have only 15 days off dur
ing the year, and surely the Govern­
ment will not attempt to cut them
when the votes for the Model Farm
and other departments which are not
necessary can be abolished. The Prime
Minister said this afternoon that the.
Assistant-Collector gave him a state­
ment showing a reduction of about 39
per cent, in the cost of living. I would
like to point out that in 1918-19 sugar
was high and it is just as high to-da.y,
molasses and butter and flour are the
same. These articles are essentials
and in fact meats are even higher.
and if men are to have a chance to
help the coming generation, by rear­
ing them up with well fed bodies, I do
not see how they are going to do it il
their salaries are cut. I know some­
thing of food prices and no mattei
what the Assistant-Collector may say
he saw in the Custom’s invoices there
is no reduction in retail shop prices.
As one man said a few days ago we
can now use Canadian butter for cook
ing and Newfoundland for table pur­
poses owing to the difference in the
price. This is an article that is large­
ly used by the fishermen. You know
that no man with this surtax on can
expect any material drop in prices 
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without a change in the foreign coun­
tries. I know you got to get revenue,
but I think you can do it without
touching the civil servants. In Nova
Scotia the government started to econ­
omize and they thought the printing
of the Hansard etc., unnecessary. A
lot of this kind of thing could be cut
off here. The Education grant could
also stand a clip easily. I ask the Hon
Min. of Education if it is right that
Mr. Solomon Whiteway is being paid
$3,600.

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—His
expenses are not being paid. He is on­
ly getting what he is worth.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—But there are
a lot of men not getting what they are
worth and that is why I am up here
to-day. I will sit down if the Prime
Minister will give me an assurance
that there will be no cut on the $1200
men. If Mr. Whiteway is worth $3600
the others are worth $1200. There can
be no justification for increasing his
salary and you ought not increase it
by $600. I do not begrudge any man
his worth and I believe that Mr. White
way has good qualifications, but I do
think it is very harsh to come here,
and perhaps through a misunderstand­
ing, vote for a cut on those who can
least bear it. I think the principle is
unfair. I think that for Dr. Burke,
Deputy Minister of Education, $3300
is not necessary. He would not miss
the reduction but the man with the
small pay will feel the pain of it. I
believe. Mr. Minister, that you are in
sympathy with my ideas. Is it true,
sir, that the eleven teachers now train
ing abroad are being paid just as ever.
That is an expense that could be done
without; we have no Normal School
built yet for them or Mr. Whiteway,
and we don’t know when we will. If
a man does not get salary enough to
send his children to school, Mr. White­
way will be of no service. Neither will
Dr. Burke be if the children cannot be
sent to school and trained up as good
citizens. Mr. Whiteway ought to be 

proud of us, we are so kind. Cut the
pay of the Governor and Judges if you
like, but give the backbone of the
country a chance to bring up their off­
spring decently. The Hon. Prime Min
ister tells us what he would do if he
were running a corporation, a limited
concern, how he would pare it and
fix it up. But he is really the trustee
for a corporation that is not even lim­
ited and he must deliver the goods.
You can’t make chalk of one and
cheese of another. Now what is the
sense of printing all these debates and
sending them to all the papers in the
country for publication? Who wants
to read next November what we are
saying now—the fishermen will get
nothing out of it. If you are going to
economize let us have it in proper
form and I will support anything that
is right and just. Now take these res­
olutions as to the reductions. I will
support them if you will guarantee to
protect the man who is only existing
to-day. If you start to cut after the
$1200 I will support it, but I cannot
help anything that is totally wrong.
May I not appeal to you, Mr. Prime
Minister to reconsider this matter. I
know you have given it thought, and
I believe it hurts you to bring it in.
Remember the children—would you or
I like to be on $1,200 and have 5 or 6
children; I don t think we would be
able to put boots and clothes on then
or send them to school. It is no good
to have big educational institutions if
we cannot pay our civil servants
enough to allow them to send their
children to them. I ask you on behalf
of those men who supported and were
loyal to you to reconsider the idea of
cutting them below $1,200. After all if
you can float along, if you can manage
to keep the country off the shoals 1
do not see what you would save by
this that would be worth talking
about. I do not believe that the sav­
ing on the $1,200 cut will amount to
$30,000. I have not figured it out, but

, I do not think that at the most it will 
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be $50,000. You can easily save the
necessary money. Take your railway
policy; you can save a whole lot on
■that. I know you have lost a lot o£
.money this year, and I hope the mis­
take o£ last year will not be made
again. I do not intend to make it you
can easily give the $1200 men their
salaries.

Here is a book prepared by Dr. H.
M. Mosdeli, managing editor of the
Daily Star. I understand it cost $3,-
600. You know it is all very well to
get up and vote away this money as no
body outside sees it, but as surely as
chickens come home to roost the peo­
ple will not stand for it when they
learn of it. Just think $3,600 for a book
Mistakes have been made, but you
should decide to cut out the Hansard
and all this unnecessary printing. It
is no good; a man will take up this
book and simply throw it aside. Oth­
er governments have made the same
mistake perhaps in this government
printing, but it is time for economy
now though not the time to cut our
greatest asset, the working man, or
touch the $1200 man who is trying to
bring up the next generation. If the
Prime Minister will be good enough
to tell me now on behalf of the govern
ment that the $1200 man will be left
alone, I will sit down and be glad that
I have done a better turn for them
than I expected when I got on my feet
I do not want Mr. Speaker to criticize
unfairly or bring in anything that is
not before the Chair, but I must say
again to the Prime Minister and the
government that they must absolutely
discontinue all interference with the
codfishery. I listened t’o-night to a
conversation in the Crosbie Hotel be­
tween two suppliers and one of the hor
rors they had of supplying was the
thought of the tax on fish. You know
that if the fish is not caught and
something done to help the country
along you will not be able to pay the
$1200 men or give Mr. Whiteway or
Dr. Burke a salary. I take it, Sir, 
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that it is essential for us to decide on
some policy to send these men who
are waiting here to go to the fishery
whether they come from Trepassey or
Port de Grave, t read to-night that
the King’s Cove boats had been out
and returned loaded. You will not be
here long as Prime Minister or I in
Opposition if you don’t start to pro­
duce, to catch, the fish which is so es­
sential to the colony. I want to be
fair to you, sir, and to the government.
I never did much supplying and I do
not know much about it. I have done
more this year than in my 20 years’
experience. I was known as the fel­
low who bought fish for cash. I am
prepared to assist yet and to squander
my money if it is to be squandered, as
I say to you right now, sir, that I
made it out of the fishermen. That’s
why I say get down to work. I do not

iwant to unjustly criticize you as I
know you have a difficult problem to
face and I will gladly give you advice
or assist you to let them get out of
this House and about their business.
Here is a telegram Sir M. P. Cashin
just passed me—it’s the same old thing
as ymi and the other members of the
government have been receiving. It
says we can’t get supplies; we can’t at.
anything about the fishery. It comes
from Arnold’s Cove. It is the same
old story and I would like you to­
night to tell us the arrangements you
have made to take place to-morrow. I
thank you, Sir, for the aid you have
given my district. I am doing my best
to keep the men there away from able-
bodied relief. The money for roads
and bridges has done a lot of good and
I thank the Minister of Public Works
for his co-operation. I am willing to
do all possible for my district. I want
you too to let Mr. McRae go back with
the insurance on foreign vessels fixed
up. There is another side to this story
but I will not discuss it till it comes
up in the Budget. He told me this ev­
ening he had sent a telegram to his
brother Frank, in Hr. Grace, to dis­
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continue supplying i£ something is not
done as to this fish tax. You ought
to decide to-night to help the McRae
outlit as it is a large concern. Many
men from my district go to the Labra
dor with them and I do not want to
have more to deal with than I can help
The past 18 months experience in the
fish business ought to have taught us
a lesson we should not soon forget.
There uoght to be some way of getting
taxes without putting it on the main
industry of the counry. It has been
the history everywhere that where the
government touches industries they in
variably upset the apple cart. Il
something be not done everyone will
be looking to you to do their business.
I will refrain from further discussion
of this till we get it in Ways and
Means, but I will fight against the tax
ing of salaries till the figure is set at
$2*000 and then you can do what you
like. You must remember that you
cannot tax the goose that lays the
golden egg that is the fisherman and
the one who is only getting enough to
exist on. I want you to reconsider
your decision and tell us you have de­
cided not to touch the $1,200 man or
to interfere with the cod-fishery.

MR. BENNETT—I have listened,
Mr. Speaker, with much interest this
afternoon to the discussion on this
Bill and particularly to the references
to the reduction of the $1200 salaries.
I claim to know something of why
they were increased. Prior to the War
it is a well-known fact that the minor
officials in the Civil Service were re
ceiving only starvation wages; they
were absolutely living from hand to
mouth and not getting sufficient to
provide the ordinary comforts of a
home. By the table submitted it will
be seen the increases were given to
those who had under $1,000; they were
given by Sir Edward, now Lord Mor­
ris to try and even up the inequalities
and to make amends for the wrongs
of years past. As the situation became
more acute all the salaries had to be 

considered and a sliding scale was
adopted whereby those receiving the
higher rates would get only their pro­
portionate share of the advance. It
has been contended here this afternoon
that 70 cents is now worth $1 of last
year. But I think that when you come
to have a proper auditing of the situ­
ation and consider your Budget, youi
dollar will not be worth a cent more
than it was 12 months ago. I don’t
think that the people have properly di­
gested the facts. Looking over the
Estimates I see the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter expects from the Special War Tax
$1,147,500 and after that $900,000 from
the Sales Tax. That is about 2 mil­
lions direct taxation and instead of the
person who imports goods adding 25
per cent, on the cost he will have to
add 50 per cent to meet what he will
have tc pay. Under these conditions 1
submit that the civil servant to-day
who is to have his salary reduced, as•
contemplated in the Resolutions, will
find himself in a worse position, when
you take it from a sympathetic view­
point, than he was in 1914 or 1915. I
think that by cutting his salary you
are depriving him of getting an ordin­
ary decent living. This two million
dollars of extra taxation will have to
be paid by every man, woman and
child in Newfoundland. The cutting
of the smaller salaries in the Civil
Service is not going to prove as bene­
ficial as is anticipated or what is look
ed for here this afternoon. You take
beef which is a large item in the home
of any family. It is not ten per cent
cheaper than what it was twelve
months ago. There may be some ar­
ticles that have cheapened, but as a
general rule the reduction in food
commodities has been verj- low indeed
and the reduction will not be as lov>
as it is now when the additional tax­
ation, as contemplated in the Budget,
is put on imported goods. We all ap-

■ predate and know that the govern­
ment have to retrench and that every
one should contribute towards that re-



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 551
trenchment. We all have to live cheap
er to meet the altered conditions, hut
it is no use to reduce to the extent so
that people cannot live at all. It is no
use to have a civil service that will be
disorganized or to have people that
will be discontented or to resort to
means that will only enable people to
get sufficient to keep body and soul
together. That would not be proper
or it would not be right. You cannot
expect a starving man to contribute
taxes in a state of starvation. He has
got to get enough to keep his family
alive. There is no better way to get
returns from the civil service or from
other service than by properly paying
him. Take the Police Force as was
cited here this afternoon. To-day they
(ire a credit to the country. We have
members of the force in this House ev
pry afternoon, men as good as you will
see anywhere. But that was brought
about by properly paying them and
properly appreciating them. Not many
years ago the police force was deplet­
ed and prostituted and good men left
the force and went away to try and
keep their families from starving.
What is true of the police force is true
Qf other ranks in the civil service.
Take the Firemen for instance on
whom we must depend for our safe
ty. Are they going to have their sal­
aries cut and made discontented? Are
you going to expect men to go and
risk their lives for the protection of
property without sufficient payment?
Take the staff at the General Hospit­
al. The nurses there have given cred­
itable service. Many of them went
across and nursed the soldiers, the
sick and taken up work in the various
hospitals that are in existence in this
community. I say it is indecent for
the Government to cut the salaries of
those women to help to pav your defi­
cit. Look at the work the nurses at
the Lunatic Asylum have to perform.
Why it is a wonder that you can get
women to work there at all for forty
or fifty dollars a month. Apd then the 

retrenchment axe must be used to lop
off their salaries. I repeat that such
a procedure will tend to demoralize
the service. Now whilst I sympathize
with the government in what they
have to contend with, I say that they
are ill-advised in reducing the smaller
salaries, because we are living under
altered conditions, and the situation
in this and every other country is dif­
ferent since the war. People have
learned to live differently and people
have learned to be more respectable
and it is only this last few years that
they got a chance to know what the
comforts of life were. It is like putt­
ing the hands of the clock back when
you bring in legislation of this kind
and cut out every desire on the part
of people to become good and respec­
table citizens. We are confronted
with the peculiar position that last
year the government thought well to
raise the salaries of the three Judges
of the Supreme Court $1000 each. The
matter was discussed here and the
Minister of Justice made a strong plea
for these people and that they should
be put on the same level as the Pro­
vincial Judges of Canada, perhaps,
very heroic, very right and very prop­
er; but the question is whether it was
advisable to raise these salaries after
this House closed last year. Judges
of the Supreme Court are to-day get­
ting $7000 and $8000 a year respec­
tively, which is considered to be a very
respectable and substantial salary
for any man to receive in this commu­
nity, especially under present circum­
stances. It is not so long ago when
the Colonial Secretary of this country
received only $2000 a year. A man
like Sir Robert Bond filled that office
and did the work for $2000 and which
was considered quite a decent salary
ten years ago; but to-day that amount
is considered a mere pittance. If we
can afford to increase the salaries of
the Judges,! have no fault to find with

’it because we have a Bench that every­
one has the fullest confidence in anu 
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that everyone trusts and respects, but
I say tills advisedly, as L have already
said before on one or two occasions in
this House that we should cut our
garment according to our cloth. If
we can afford to pay the Judges their
present salaries by all means pay
them. It may be argued their salaries
will be reduced this year, but not to
the extent of the amount that it was
increased last year. Since the House
met last year, we have the case of Sir
^Villiam Lloyd, the Registrar of the
Supreme Court. He was appointed by
this House at $3600 a year. Sir Wil­
liam Lloyd may possess qualifications
above the ordinary Lawyer or the or.
dinary man, but after the House clos­
ed last year another $1000 was tacked
on his salary making it §4600 a year.
In my opinion that is a very handsome
salary for a position of that sort in a
country like this, and further I am
told that the occupant of that office
makes very large fees in addition to
his salary. I have no means of know­
ing what those fees amount to but 1
have heard they amount to a substan­
tial sum. I have no doubt that he
makes considerable fees as Adminis­
trator of estates, and things of that
kind. Well if it is possible for a gov­
ernment to grant salaries of this char­
acter, surely there is nothing illogi­
cal about the position taken by the
members on this side of the House,
namely, that underpaid officials should
not be victimized and lopped off to
'meet the increases for higher paid
officials. I understand that $230,000 is
the amount to be saved by reducing
the salaries of civil servants. This
amount will be so much blood money
In very many cases. It will be an un­
told hardship -on very many capable
officials, and after all it is not the
higher up officials that deserve sympa­
thy, because men occupying high po­
sitions in the Government offices and
getting high salaries, if they do not
like it they can go at something else.
That class of men are not going to 

feel it; but it is in the man who have
been working along and living in rou­
tine for a number of years and who
are unfitted for anything else other
than the jobs they hold at present who
are going to feel it hardest Take a
man who has been in a Government
.office for thirty years on a small sal­
ary. He has not got a dollar put aside
for a rainy day or if sickness overtakes
him or any member of his family he
Jias to curtail to meet any additional
expenditure. Well I say that that is
an untold hardship on a man of that
kind; and it is an untold hardship on
the policemen and on the firemen ant
on the nurses. I was at the General
Hospital this morning speaking to
some of the nurses. They said to me
“surely you are not going to cut our
pay?” I said as far as the Opposition
are concerned they have no such de­
sire and the only thing I can advise
you to do is to pick out a delegation
of the best looking nurses you have
here—and I suppose that will include
all—and approach the Bar of the
House and address the Prime Minister
and see what effect it will have on him
Perhaps, out of the goodness of his
heart he will re-consider the blow he
intends to strike.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Not
the blow but the pressure.

MR. BENNETT—We mill leave it at
that. I do not intend to delay the
House unnecessarily on this subject,
because when we go into Committee
on Ways and Means we will have an
opportunity of expressing our opin­
ions on the different votes as they
come along; but I would certainly em­
phasize the desirability of the govern­
ment re-considering the question of
cutting any salaries below $1200 a
year, because I think that it is false
economy. I do not think that the gov­
ernment will be anything in pocket at
the end of the year as a result of this
form of retrenchment because efficien­
cy in the public service is absolutely
essential and must be maintained. The
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tiling is too infinitesmal to help New­
foundland. We got to think on larger
lines than this. What we must think
of is how the country is going to re­
cover from the position into which she
has drifted. There are other and more
effective means of curtailment than
this cutting of small salaries can pos­
sibly be. It has been pointed out here
already that we have a service in this
country that can be very easily dis­
pensed with. It almost takes one’s
breadth away when one realises that
one million dollars a year is being
spent for education in this country—
and still going up. Well now it’s al­
right to talk in favor of education, and
I would be the last person, perhaps, in
the world to say a word against it, but
I say we can only afford a certain
amount for that purpose. In my opin­
ion there is more money wasted on the
department of education than there is
in any other department in the civil
service. I was astounded last winter
while there was a trial on in the Sm
preme Court in which a man was ac-
used of the death of his child In an

important settlement in an important
district and that within a few miles of
St. John’s. I never heard cf such ab­
solute Ignorance. Children were let
run wild without the advantages of an
idea .of elementary education—front
the youngest to the oldest. Still we
are told of the great advantages of
education in this country. I heard of
some things that happened in this
country that are almost unbelievable.
Why its like the dark ages, and I heard
from clergymen of things that they
have seen, that are a reflection on our
civilization. And still we are asked to
vote nearly a million dollars for edu

"cation. It is high time that education
entered the homes and tried to enlight
en the people a bit first. It is a waste
of time to send children to school ant,
people living in places with schools
right next door to them and they do
not know what the schools are for. We
are told that there are eleven men In

Canada and the United States training
to become school inspectors. Can any
sane man tell me that that is a proper
way to spend money, under present
conditions. I say the educational sys­
tem we had for the last twenty years
is sufficient for us until such time as
we can afford something better. What
advantage to us s it going to be to
have men going around inspecting
schools if most of their time is to be
spent in holding consultations with
school teachers, as I heard it explaim
ed. I think if I was a school inspec­
tor I would get around to all the
schools of any of the denominations
that I had to visit in one summer, and
I think that if there was a little more
energy and industry displayed on the
part of those who are high up in edu­
cational circles and if they spent less
of their time here in St. John’s that
there would be a great deal more im­
provement in our educational system
than we see in the country at the pres­
ent time. Any how I protest and pro­
test vigorously against a continuance
of such expenditure of public monies
for men going away and training for
anything at present, I care not what it
is. I think those would be inspectors
should be ordered home like the Fish
Commissioners were and made go and
earn their living at something else.
The idea of having a crowd of fancj
inspectors going all over the country,
is, I think ridiculous. Talk about
economy, why it is a delusion and a
snare. It is like the Estimates. Last
year we were asked to pass Estimates
and we find to-day from the statement
of Supplemental Supply, as tabled, or
in other words the money not voted
last year by this Legislature amounts
to $1,151,000, not including the ?380,-
000 that was spent on fish. It is an
absolute joke for a government to
come in here and ask us to pass Esti­
mates and then go out and spend half
as much again on Executive responsi­
bility. The Prime Minister last year
deplored the system of Supplemental
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Supply and sad it was vicious and im­
proper, but he himself has outheroded
Herod in this instance. Never before
was there such an exhibition of extra­
vagance as demonstrated in Additional
Estimates or Supplemental Supply for
the year 1920-21. This Legislature is
the proper place to vote the people’s
money. We are the representatives of
all the people of the country no mat­
ter which side of the House we sit on.
We are the appointed trustees of the
people to look after their money and
after their interest and to see that no
money is voted that is not properly
cared for. But Responsible Govern­
ment becomes a joke when you go out
after the closing of the House and add
hundreds of thousands of dollars to
the expenditure and deny all the re­
presentatives of the people the chance
to say whether this money should be
spent or not. Here are the additions
to the Estimates that we passed last
year. Last year we voted $50,000 for
the Agriculture and Mines Department
additional expenditure $45,000; addi­
tional expenditure Postal Telegraphs
$66,000; additional expenditure Pub­
lic Charities Department $131,000; Fi­
nance Department $35,000; Marine &
Fisheries Department $86,000; Justice
Department $39,000; Contingencies Ac
count $68,000; Liquor Control $107,000
Dept, of Colonial Secretary $6,000 ant,
Department of Public Works $425,000.
The total amount not voted by this
Legislature last year plus $380,000 for
fish is $1,151,000. What guarantee
have we got that the estimates that we
pass this year will not be augmented
by the time we come back next year—
if we ever do come back. Consequent­
ly, I say that it is folly for the govern­
ment or any member of the govern­
ment to say that the affairs, of this
country are not in a serious condition
It must be remembered that the earn­
ing power of the people is cut in two.
A few years ago the earning power of
the people of Newfoundland was over
forty million dollars or $800 per fam­

ily. To-day twenty millions would be
a conservative estimate of the earning
power of the people or half of what it
was in 1917-18 and 1919, and we can
only earn one dollar where we earned
two before. We can only afford to
spend one dollar where we spent two
before, I care not what your estimates
are put down for or what revenue you
expect to get or what you expect to
save by taxing salaries. I say the
earning power of the people to-day is
only half of what it was three or four
years ago and the expenditure of run­
ning the government, through extrava­
gance has increased from six to eleven
millions of dollars. Now it is only a
matter of common sense as to what is
going to be the result and I do not
think that the Government is taking
that seriously enough. The situation
should have been gone into with that
care and attention that it requires. The
Prime Minister may have considered
it, but 1 doubt very much if any mem­
ber of his Executive have sat down
calmly and deliberately and thought of
what is going to happen during the
coming year, particularly next Fall.
What is going to happen in this coun­
try after the 30th of November next?
That is the question. I have no doubt
that the great bulk of the fishermen
will be supplied for the fishery and
that the government are doing ah
they can in that direction, but what is
going to happen after the fishery is
over. A man has got to think first of
his family for next winter. The ex­
pense of outfitting a man to-day for
the fishery is such that five or six dol­
lars a quintal for his fish will not pay
to keep his family for the Summer and
him for his labor. It may be sufficient
Fall seasons, but if he turns his catch
back to the merchant who supplied
him he will have nothing left for the
winter. The merchant to-day is sup­
plying mainly on Government guaran­
tee and to the credit of some merch­
ants they are doing the best they can.
I know of one merchant, Mr. Walter
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Monroe, who has given out almost ev­
ery dollar he possesses to supply New­
foundland dealers in the hope that he
will get proper returns. I think that
a man like that deserves the highest
commendation of the entire communi­
ty. But the unfortunate part of it is
this. If the price of fish is going tn
he where it is estimated to be next
Fall and even if many do have a good
voyage what position are rhe merch­
ants going to be in to give supplies for
next winter to their dealers. That is
why I say that the situation is going
to be serious in this country from the
3t)th of November next until the end
of January of next winter and that is
■why I say that the government is not
sincere in devising ways and means
to meet that contingency. I appreciate
what has been done already this
Spring, but what is going to be done
when this present session of the
House of Assembly closes. Every
member on this side will be absolutely
silent, and unable to do anything with­
out power and without influence, and
the government will have to assume
all responsibility for looking after the
people next winter and now is the time
to consider the matter. It may be said
that the thing is hopeless. Well I do
not think that * is hopeless. I hav»
ways and means in my miud that 1
think can get/ over the situation ef­
fectively, and, if that course was tak­
en, without any sacrifice of our inde­
pendence, I believe that the situation
can be provided for effectively. I do
not know whether the government
have any such thoughts in their minds
—I hope they have. I say that this
House should merely adjourn this year
and arrangements made so that an em
ergency session could be called with­
out any delay should any great crisis
arise.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I would like
Mr. Speaker, to say a word or two
as to the scale of salaries. In my
opinion, so far as the discussion has
gone, I don’t think it is a Question of 

whether the salaries stay as they are
or go back to the 1918 standard, the
first thing to decide is, what is a de­
cent living wage for many of the civil
servants. Till you do that everything
will be wrong. You must arrive at
the minimum salary. And, if I might,
now put it to Hon. Dr. Barnes, who is
holding a position that needs not much
work, to evolve some scheme for a
standard where a man can live de­
cently and not go above it. The civil
service is in an absolute muddle at
present as positions are awarded as
the result of pull. The Prime Minis­
ter for two years has done nothing
and some may say how can he do
anything without making trouble. I
say by competitive examinations. Un-
les you do that nothing will be pro­
per. When the Estimates come up I
will refer to this again. Before tak­
ing my seat I wish to refer to the
circular letter of Hon. Mr. Coaker
which has been read by the Prime
Minister. That circular created one
of the greatest sensations in the his­
tory of this House. It was written by
the same man of whom the Prime
Minister said things that all we are
saying now can in no way compare.
The points made were just as strong.
This letter too is just as strong. I
was really puzzled by the position of
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries in this House. His was only
an act of attrition, not an act of con­
trition. It. is only a half-hearted con­
trition as it was inspired by the fear
of the devils and hell as he described
this side of the House. He sees only
the small space of the floor between
him and it. He fears the punishment
of his misdeeds and the appointment
of the Commission to enquire into the
same and fire him into what he pic­
tures as the Hell of the Opposition.
His is a happy conception indeed, but
as Sir John Crosbie and Mr. Bennett
pointed out the three leading denom­
inations of the country are well re­
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presented in that region. He says he
is a representative among clowns, and
I can only think he refers to the
Prime Minister and his other associ­
ates. 1 hope the Prime Minister will
disabuse him of that impression. The
Hon. Minister of Marine, I am glad to
learn, is not going to leave the Port
Union meh orphans. This reminds
me of the story of the boy who went
to college. His father spent a lot of
money on him, and when asked what
he was going to be, the boy said, a
poet. The father expressed the hope
that he would be a mute and glorious
one of the type of Milton. When he
turned out a politician, the father
was sorry he was not mute. Now as
to writing the epitaph of Hon. Mr(
Coaker, I suggest that he be no long­
er tormented by the fear of Hell to
which is due his breakdown. I am
sorry that the Hon. Prime Minister
does not hury up the Commission to
enquire into his conduct and put him
out of pain. He should grant that
Commission that has been so much
talked about. And then—let the find­
ing of that Commission be his epitaph.
It certainly would be a fitting one.
With all things in connection with his
career duly weighed I think his best
act is bis retiring from political life>
But,
No longer seek his merits to disclose
Or draw his frailties from their dread

abode.
Let them rest in Port Union. That
place has been his guiding star; there
his sun rose and there it set for him;
Now he has hied him away to his own
select portion of the country—and
may he have many happy years there.

MR. WALSH—I would like, Mr.
Speaker, to say a few words. I did
not intend to speak but as Sir M. Pi
Cashin brought up the matter of sup­
plies, I would like to point out that
the proportionate share should not
enter into consideration. The sum of
$500,000 was voted last year to buy 

fish but none of it went to Fortune or
St. Mary’s Bays; $72,000 was used to
purchase the salt which is stored a.a
Port Union; there was $120,000 for
cutting pit props and in St. Mary’s
and Placentia we got $12,000 of it
and yet again there was $100,000 for
cutting stuff for cars in Ywillingate
District but none of it went to the
westward. It has to be paid up by
the taxpayers of the West as well as
the North. I thanked the Prime Min­
ister for what he has done for Pla­
centia and St. Mary’s but I asked for
a loan of $200,000—a loan, not a gift.
If industries were taken up as Sir M.
P. Cashin pointed out there would be
no need to send so many people to
the fishery. But after hearing the
document by the Hon. Minister of
Marine in which he tells the people
of the North that they will be sup­
plied and assisted by the Government,
I do not think it fair that members
on this side of the House must be
pleading day after day for men who
are just as good as any in the country
or Empire. I will not make a lengthy
speech now as I have met the Hon.
Prime Minister and he agreed to meet
me at 11 o’clock in the morning.

HONi PRIME MINISTER.—If w<J
are not still in session.

MR. WALSH.—I hope you do not
mean that as a slur, as an insinuation
that I am holding up the House. As
we suggested I am prepared to ad­
journ now if you will only promise to
do something. But if there be any
shilly-shallying, if these men are to
be compelled to come here indefinite- -
ly, I will hold up all legislation in
this House to-morrow unless removed
by the police force for which Sir
John Crosbie has been pleading'this
afternoon.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had recom­
mended that the Resolutions be refer-. 
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red to the Committee o£ the Whole on
Ways and Means.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted and it was so ordered.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Justice to lay on the Table of
the House a statement showing the
cost of the two motor fire engines
imported here last year for the Fira
Department, also the original bills'
both for the machines and for the
freight and other expenses thereon;
also to say if the argument in favor
of buying these machines was that it
would enable a reduction in the num­
ber of horses in the Fire Department)
and if the number of horses had been
reduced, and if not why not; also to
show what saving if any has been ef­
fected by the importation of thes<J'
engines

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
may say this question was not brought
to my attention to-day but I will an­
swer it to-morrow.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Justice if it is the intention of
the government, in view of its an­
nounced policy of economy and reduc7
tion of expenditures, to cancel, ad
from July 1st, the use of a motor car
far the Inspector General of Constab­
ulary, seeing that this car is mainly
used for the private convenience of
that official and the members of his
family, and would it not be in the in7
terests of the public to adopt this
policy and use the money spent on
this machine in maintaining the salar­
ies of the firemen rather than to cut)
their salaries as is apparently pro­
posed under the Estimates now before
the House?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
The Government has no information
as to the privileges given him by the
late government.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries iff
his Department is carrying out the1.
work of opening Day’s Pond, Bona- 

vista, and if it is being done on the
recommendation of the government!
engineer, to lay on the Table of the
Mouse copy of his report advising the
same, and if on the recommendation
of any other person to table copy off
the report of said person. Also tc)
state the estimated cost of the work,
the number of men that will be occu­
pied in carrying it out, to say from
what fund the money is being taken
to carry out the work, and if it is)
from special relief fund, is the am­
ount provided more than the per
capita allowance to which the Dis-,
trict of Bonavista is entitled, and if so
on what ground is it being given and
what provision is being made for all
the rest of the settlements in that
district.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
No work is being done at Bonavista
except such as is covered by the ap­
propriation of last year for Day’s
Pond operations. Out of the $100,000
allocation a certain portion was for
that district. The work is being corm
pleted with that and a portion of the
district grant. No extra expense to
the Colony is entailed at all.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
road Commission, if Messrs. Kerr and
Rober, experts now here from tha
United States in connection with rail­
way affairs have been brought here)
at the instance of the Railway Corm
mission, the Reid Newfoundland Co.,
or both; what is the nature of their
duties, how long will they be engaged
therein, what remuneration is there
being paid, and what portion, if any,
is to be borne by the Colony?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am informed that the gentlemen re­
ferred to have no connection with the
Railway Commission. Their visit is
due entirely to the instigation, if I
may use the word, of private members
of the Reid Nfld. Co. I do not know 
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their duties. They are receiving no
remuneration from the Colony.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
the House a statement from the Aud­
itor General certified by that official,
embodying the financial details fur­
nished by him to the representatives
of the Bond Brokerage Firms who ne­
gotiated the recent loan of six mil­
lion dollars for this Colony, and also*
copy of the Minute of Council author­
izing the raising of the said Ioan.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
No financial details were furnished,
verbally or in writing, by the Auditor
General to the men who negotiated the
loan. I beg to table a copy of the
Minute of Council.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. tha
Prime Minister if it is correct that the
Imperial Tobacco Factory and 'the
Colonial Cordage Co. are planning to
close their factories as from to-mor­
row, May 31st, if so, for what period
are they likely to remain closed;
what number of employees will be laid
off, and what steps if any, is the gov­
ernment proposing to take for the re­
lief of these people?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
received a communication from the
Tobacco Co. and the Cordage Co. to
the effect that they desire a protec-
tive tariff put on while we are iif
Ways and Means. Both these factor­
ies are already well stocked. At a!
meeting some time ago the Cordage
people stated the imported goods was
cheaper than they could produce.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Can you tell
me if tobacco was taken out of bond
two days before the Estimates were
tabled, and the price raised 10c. per
lb.

MR. MOORE.—And still these peo­
ple are looking for more concessions.
It is a great thing to have a mono­
poly in this country.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—If 

the tobacco were taken out, it would
be pretty keen business.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. tho
Minister of Education why the grants
for sparsely settled places and for*
school buiidlngs have been reduced in
the Estimates for the coming year,
and the grant for inspection increas­
ed, and to state what services ade­
quate to the expenditure are given for
the latter outlay?

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION.
—There has been a reduction for
schools as in view of the hard times
the vote will be able to stand it. The
increase for inspection is in accord
with the grant of last session.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House copies
of all cablegrams, radiograms and
telegrams between his Department or
any officials thereof and himself, and
bis replies thereto during the period
of his absences from this Colony, from
the 15th November 1919, up to date,
and a statement showing the cost of
the same.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
ask that this question be deferred.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister why tenders for the
recent loan were not sought from
,various firms of bond dealers in the
United States and Canada with a view
ito securing the best terms possible
for the Colony as was done in the case
of previous loans as for' instance in
that of 1919 when several different
syndicates tendered, and what was
the reason that induced him to re­
strict his dealings to only one syndi­
cate when by putting the loan to com­
petition much better terms might have
been obtained?
“HON. THE PRIME MINISTER,-.
There was no need of publicity at the
time and as a matter of fact, but that
it had been negotiated direct, a few
days later it would have been difficult 
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to close as the article In the Tribune
•had appeared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—We find here
in a paper that in Manitoba bonds
were selling at a good rate.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
But none of the people were writing
against their own resources.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—That is no
justification.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—WO
will deal with that in Committee.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I will read
your letter to the Tribune.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
You mean you will read part of my
letter but later I will get my letter
from the editor of the Tribune with
the deletions made.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I don’t know
about that. I am only an outsider.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Primo
Minister if it is the intention of the
government to appoint Mr. E. Colli-*
shaw to be High Commissioner for
this Colony at Washington, and if so
what salary and allowances will be
paid to him in connection with that
position?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
Mr. Collishaw is not being appointed,

MR. SINNOTT asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Public Works, from what date
the payment of $90.00 a month to Mr.
Albert Salter for special services as
adviser to the Public Works Depart-*
ment began; how much he has re*
ceived on this account up to date,
and if it is the intention of the gov­
ernment to reduce his salary in the
same way as the salaries of other pub­
lic officials are to be reduced?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
All the information has been given
before in answer to Sir John Crosbie.
As to the latter part of the question
I think he will be reduced like the
others.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Minister of Education (a) If any am­
ounts from the Augmentation Grand 

are being paid to the supervisors now
training abroad; (b) Is any such am­
ount from such grant being paid Mr.
S. P. Whiteway; (c) What are the
amounts paid in each case?

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION.
►—They are being paid for out of Aug­
mentation. (b) No. (c) I will have
the amounts to-morrow.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House a com­
parative statement for the past ten
years showing (a) the amount annu­
ally paid to lobster fishermen all over
the Dominion as compensation for the
spawn lobsters returned to the water;
(b) the cost annually of government;
inspection; (c) the inspectors con­
nected with this service, giving the,
complete list of same showing date
of appointment of each; (d) the dis­
tricts mainly concerned with the lob­
ster fishery.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That is being looked up by the Deputy
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. He
is always prompt in forwarding in­
formation and we will likely have it
to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I beg to draw
the attention of the House to the fol­
lowing article which appears in the
Daily Star of recent date.( Reads ar­
ticle.) In this we have the first sug­
gestion that McGrath is leader of the
Opposition in the Upper House.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
He is acting as such, in place of Hon.
Mr. Ellis.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Ellis is
the leader; we have nothing to do
with Mr. McGrath. I hope now* you
will all listen to this as it is a clever
article. As a fisherman w'ould say iff
is sailing pretty close to the wind. I
read the article a few days ago and
asked the Prime Minister if each para­
graph was correct.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It 
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is grossly disloyal; if a soldier had
written it in war time he would have
been shot.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—“The fishery is
being conducted as usual.” Is that
statement in the article correct? If
so I must be dreaming. A few days
ago we had a petition here from a
man who supplies over 20,000 people
asking for aid and I now ask can this
article be correct in stating the fish*
ery already shows better returns. It
is signed R. A. Squires.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I am delighted that Sir
M. P. Cashin has drawn attention to
this message. I am the author of i8
but I wrote it in an even more ag­
gressive form. I have a letter from
the editor of the Tribune who as he
had a lot of matter from McGrath did
not let mine go in. Mr. Steele of the
Nova Scotia corporation, finding Mc­
Grath's message* injurious, came to
my house at night and stated theii*
bonds abroad were being prejudiced
by the article. I said I was sorry if
any Newfoundlander was hurting them
but ours for the loan had already
been sold and the transaction closed.
A day or two after I announced the
closing of the bonds this article of
McGrath appears. Whether it was
written in good faith or not I -will not
now discuss. I do say that if it had
been written by a soldier in war time,
as McGrath did in our hour of need,
he would have been taken out before
a firing squad and shot.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—No, no, you
are wrong there.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
is the basest, the most treacherous
and the most dangerous article to n
Colony that a cur could be guilty of
writing.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Do you know
if what was contained in that article
was the truth and if it was right or
not? And do you know who wrote the
'article I just read?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
The article you just read was a di­
gest of a cable I sent to the New York
Tribune.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—In the face of
that, you knowing of Harris’s petition
and of the general depression in this
country, you have gone out and rais­
ed that Loan under false pretences.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Supposing I did.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You talk abouH
loyalty. Where were you from 1914
to 1918? You were one of the men
who took to the woods. You hid
when those men who are looking for
relief to-night went and spilled their
blood for you.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
was doing as much for the war anfi
got less out of it than the Hon. Lead­
er of the Opposition.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—During the
term of office of the National Govern­
ment, under the Premiership of Sir
William Lloyd, we came in here, at
the instance of the present Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, and passed a
law to prevent you as Attorney Gener­
al from collecting fees from the es­
tate's of returned soldiers and sailors;
Ask your colleagues if that is cor­
rect?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
The hon. member lies.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You will find
it in the Hansard.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
shall be delighted if, you will look it
up.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—There is no
more doul^t about this than there iq
about the statement made by the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries that
you were the black rascal. That iq
also in the Hansard if you go turn it
up.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That is what your job is.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You are not
going to hand me out any old kind of 
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bluff you like. I served through that
war and I think that I did my part
and when you were not to be found.)
But now we find you eulogizing the
soldiers. What have you done in thd
way of enacting new legislation for
their benefit? The answer is—nothing.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I am glad my hon. friend thinks that
he did something for the war and
thinks that he got nothing out of it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I am sure o!
it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—-
But to get back to this point. I pro­
pose to go where I like and there ig
one man in Newfoundland that will
not stop me from going any place
that I like; but I succeeded in put­
ting the Hon. Leader of the Opposi­
tion where I liked.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What do you
mean by that?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
Here is the article written by Sir Pat­
rick McGrath to the New York Tri­
bune:

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What is that
to you?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Itt
would be a great lift to you, if we did
not succeed in getting the Loan.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I don’t know
anything about McGrath; I am not re*
sponsible for him.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
But you are in daily conference with
him.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—And I am in
daily connection here with you too.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Exactly, and in spite of that I can­
not make a gentleman out of you. By
the interruptions of the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition while I was reading
that McGrath article one would be al­
most inclined to think that Sir Michael
wrote the article himself and yet he
says he does not know the real auth­
or of that article. That article waq
published in the New York Tribune on

Wednesday, May 18th, and it received
subsequent publication in allied news-,
papers at the same time. I have re-l
ceived letters from scores of people
in the United States, some of them
from Newfoundlanders and some of
them not, calling my attention to this
dastardly article, appearing as it did
contemporaneously with Bonds on the
market would naturally have an ef-,
feet. A prominent gentleman in New'
York who is not connected with any
newspaper there, with this comment
of his: “The enclosed does not tend
to sell your Bonds here, does it?” I
have also here a commercial clipping
from the “Globe,” dated May 20th, an
article written by Alfred W. McCann,

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
If it were against Newfoundland I
would say that Alfred B. Morine wrote
it, but being in support of Newfound­
land the author is Alfred W. Mc­
Cann.

MR. MACDONNELL.—He must be
an Irishman, the name sounds Irish.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Yes, an Irish name of one who is loy­
al to the Irish in Newfoundland. The
article reads as follows: (Reads ar­
ticle.)

That is one of the articles which, up
to the present, I have received from
the New York press in which the
press of the United States, realising
that an effort was made by McGrath,
in their opinion at least, to endeavour
to hamper the flotation of bonds in
New York, is dealing with McGrath
and that is not the only one who will
be dealing with McGrath before the
incident is closed.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Would you
mind telling me the source of the let­
ter signed McCann? If you can’t tell)
I'll tell the source. It is a man, one
of two candidates of yours, who ran
in Harbour Main district for election
and was defeated.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
It is delightful to know that the Hon.
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Leader of the Opposition, after sixi
week’s campaigning and spending his
hard earned dollars, succeeded in get-»
ting his two men elected in Hr. Main,

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It’s consoling
to know that I trimmed you.

HON. THE PRIME -MINISTER.—
You trimmed me. I wonder if this is
what you call trimming me. I went
into an Opposition constituency where
it was generally conceded I did not
have a ghost of a chance of election.
The result was that I was not only
returned to office but increased my
majority, and what' was looked upon
as a hopeless fight turned out to bo
a Government triumph and a Govern­
ment victory. Do you know, Sir, thatl
the worst curse that could come on
this administration would be to have
the two candidates, you referred ter,
on the Government side.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I can give you
the adress of McCann. You inspired
that article and sent it to Devine to
get it in that paper. My friend, Mr.
MacDonnell thought that McCann was
an Irishman in the United States. You
cannot find an Irishman in the Statea
who would touch that article.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
You mean to say that no Irishman in
the United States would attack Mc­
Grath. '

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—No, but there
is no man there who would allow him­
self to be made a tool of by you.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Fortunately, I usually select -.nner
tools, rapiers, not bludgeons or sand­
bags.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I would like
for the Prime Minister to describe the
term loyalty, because this term before
the war and after the war mean two
different things. I want to tell the
Prime Minister that when the time
comes to have a court martial in this
country, whether it will be a military
court martial or the court martial of
an outraged people that McGrath, ev­

en when he is damned will find him­
self in good company.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I know of one or two others who will
be associated with him.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I want to
hear your definition of the word loy­
alty; then I will give you mine.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
We will have to move the House into
Committee of the Whole to discuss
that matter.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I am glad that the occasion presented
itself to-night to deal with this matter.
as I wanted to have an opportunity of
getting on the Hansard the McGrath
article.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is not every­
thing stated in that article true?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Why I would not think of defaming
the man’s character or to insinuate
that he ever told a lie in his life; his
character is beyond any question of
doubt for truthfulness.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You seem
to judge another man by yourself.

HON. THE PRIME' MINISTER.—
Sir John, accused me of very many
things since this House has been in
session and he now tells me that I
judge another man by myself. Well,
now Sir John have not you judged me
by yourself?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I would not
attempt to do that. What I strongly
object to now, as I objected to it some
days ago when the article appeared
in the “Star,1 ’is for blaming me for
having knowledge of what McGrath
wrote. I am not McGrath’s keeper. I
do not care what McGrath said or
wrote. But I would like to call the
Prime Minister’s attention to the fact
that what that article contained was a
correct picture of the whole situation.
There can be no question at all about
that. To-night the fishermen are here
in this House looking for supplies) I
can see them here from my own dis­
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trict as well as from other districts,
and I endorse McGrath’s statement
that they are looking for something
they have not yet got.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act further Respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber”
was read a second time and it was or­
dered that it be referred to a Com­
mittee of the Whole on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled “An Act for the Prevention of
Venereal Diseases” was read a second
time and it was ordered that it be re­
ferred to a Select Committee.

Mr. Speaker appointed the Select
Committee as follows: Hon. Minister
of Posts, Minister of Public Works,
Dr. Jones, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Fox.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I would like to
ask the Prime Minister to put the Mo­
tion for an Address to His Excellency
the Governor first on the Order Pap­
er to-morrow in order to facilitate
matters.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
was anxious to make progress with the
Loan Resolutions, and I would much
prefer having the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries here during the course
of the discussion on the address.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—There is no
necessity to have him here, and, in my
opinion it would be better that he
would not be here while the debate is
on.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—If
he is not here by Thursday we will go
on with it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Thank you.
MR. FOX.—Mr. Speaker, I would

crave your indulgence for a few min­
utes to present a petition on behalf of
a number of motorists in the city.
There are 150 names to the petition
and an equally large, if not greater,
number will sign the petition in the
course of the next few days. I shall
reserve comment upon it for the pre­

sent and will merely read the peti­
tion to the House. (Reads petition.)

And it being past midnight

WEDNESDAY, June 1st.
The remaining Orders of the Day

were deferred.
Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question.
Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of Ques­

tion.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn until
this afternoon at three of the clock.

MR. FOX asked Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries why Mr. P.
J. Fitzgerald, late Inspector of Pickled
Fish was discharged from office; how
long had he been in the employ of
the Government; did he hold office un­
der Commission; if so to lay on the
Table of the House a copy of said
Commission; under whose authority
was he dismissed and when; was it un­
der Order in Council ,if so to lay on
the Table of the House a copy of the
Minute of Council relative thereto, to­
gether with all correspondence gnd oth­
er memoranda dealing with this mat­
ter.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to
furnish a list of the officials in his de­
partment showing:
(1) The length of service of each (giv­

ing as near as possible actual date
of appointment in each case.)

(2) The special and particular work
done by each.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Custom;.
for a list of the officials in the De­
partment of Finance and Custom-;,
showing:
(1) The length of service of each (giv­

ing as near as possible the actual
date of appointment in each case.)

(2) The special and particular work
done by each.

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to 
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furnish a statement for the past ten
years showing:
(a) The number of men employed

each year in the lobster fishery.
(b) The number of packing stations

each year.
(c) The number of cases of lobsters

put up each year.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the

Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Alinister of Agriculture and Mines,
to lay on the Table of the House a
statement of the quantity of pit props
cut as relief in this Colony during the
past winter and a list of the parties
who cut same who have notified the
Government that they are unable to
make a sale of the stocks in their
hands and to state what action the
Government proposes to take with a
view to disposing of all this material?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to
lay on the Table of the House copies
of all correspondence between the late
Postmaster or himself, or both and
the C.P.R., in connection with a Cable
service and between the last Postmast­
er General, himself, or both and the
Anglo American Telegraph Company
in regard to proposals by that Com­
pany for'a service in conjunction with
the Postal Telegraph.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if Mr. E. Collishaw was
in Toronto or New York during the time
when the negotiations for the recent
loan for the Colony were in progress,
and if so, did he furnish the Bond
Brokers with a statement in regard to
the Colony’s finances on which the
loan was raised, and is he the missing
link in connection with this transac­
tion ?

HON. THE PRIME MINH! PER —
As to question one the information is
being prepared. As to the third
question Mr. MacDonnell will appreci­
ate that the reply will necessitate a
great deal of research work. As to
the list asked for I w<i! have that to­

morrow. As to question four in the
absence of the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries I have asked the Deputy to
prepare the reply. In response to
number five I have to say that the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
has been asked to prepare the infonzni-
ation.

HON. MINISTER POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—In reply I have to
say that my department has no copies)
of the matter herein referred to.

SIR M. P| CASHIN.—Dr. Robinson
was in Canada in relation to this mat­
ter and there was a lot of correspond­
ence and Dr. Robinson reported to the
Government in reference to this mat­
ter. The Department ought to have a
record of it.

HON. THE MINISTER OF POSTS
AND TELEGRAPHS.—We have no re­
cord of it but I think the Department
of the Colonial Secretary may. They
at the time asked to have it returned.
I will ask for it. I remember I asked
the Department for it last year. I will
try and have it for to-morrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
As to question seven I am not aware
that Mr. E. Collishaw was in Toronto
or New York when this loan was in
progress. I am not aware that he was
ever approached by the brokers in
question and he certainly had nothing
whatever to do with the matter in ques­
tion. He is the missing link in this
matter.

The remaining Orders of the day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, June 2nd.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, I 
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crave the indulgence of the House to
bring forward a matter that is of the
utmost importance to the industrial
life of the Colony and especially to
the District which is represented by
the hon. Prime Minister and myself.
Last evening upon taking up the pap­
ers I saw a notice therein which I shall
read before making any comment up­
on it. The notice to which I refer is
as follows:
To the Employees of the Colonial Cord­

age Company, Limited:
We regret to be compelled to give

notice that work will cease in this
Factory, one week from this date, and
that we shall have to dispense with
your services from 8th June, 1921. For
many months we have been operating
under difficulties , and stocks have
been accumulating. This is the only
industry in Newfoundland which has
no protection against the production of
countries where labor is cheaper, and
where conditions are more favorable.
We are now faced with an increase in
duties on the ingredients used in our
manufacture, and no corresponding
duties placed on the foreign article
with- which we are obliged to compete.
This means that the home made ar­
ticle will be driven from our own
country, and the foreign made article
will take its place. We have represent­
ed these facts to the Government, and
so far have no assurance of redress,
and it would be unwise for us to con­
tinue to pile up stocks, which might
at any time be swamped by the dump­
ing of the produce of foreign coun­
tries, admitted free of duty. We re­
gret the severance of the pleasant re­
lations existing between us, in many
cases from 20 to 30 years, and we as­
sure you that it is with great reluct­
ance we are compelled to serve this
notice.

COLONIAL CORDAGE CO., LTD.
Mr. Speaker, when I read that no­

tice I felt that this was a very serious
matter and one which, as a member 

for the District most concerned and
considered the extent to which it af­
fected my constituents, I felt it my
duty to investigate with a view to as­
certaining if possible what it was that
brought about the necessity for the
closing down of the Colonial Cordage
Company’s plant. I accordingly waiv­
ed upon the general manager of the
Company to discuss the matter with
him and to see if in some way the
plant could not be kept in operation.
It is a serious matter when, in addi­
tion to all our other troubles; we have
a concern like this upon which one
hundred families are dependent for
their livelihood going out of business
and the consequences are such as one
trembles to contemplate. However, I
feel that in bringing this matter for­
ward here I will have the sympathy of
the Prime Minister whose constituents
these people also are and there is no
doubt that everything possible under
the circumstances will be done to have
the thing properly adjusted.

In the course of the interview to
which I have referred I listened to
the following statement with regard to
the manufacture of the products of
this concern, especially with regard
to lines and twines:
THE COLONIAL CORDAGE CO. LTD.

MEMORANDUM.
The local manufacture gives employ

ment to many Newfoundlanders, the
imported article gives none

The only argument against placing
a duty on imported Lines and Twines
is that it would increase the cost to
the fishermen. This would not be the
case where they use the local article.

There is a duty of 10 per cent, on
fishing hooks; we would suggest that
if benefit to the fishermen is intended
it would be much better to take the du­
ty off hooks which give no labor here,
and give the ten per cent, protection
to Lines and Twines which do. This
would benefit the fishermen as well as
local labor, and would at the same 
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time tend to increase the Revenue of
the country. A fisherman uses 100
hooks for every line used.

The remission of duties on articles
which we use in manufacture would
not be practicable as we sell many of
these to the trade, and separation
would be impossible, besides this it
would tend to confuse the Customs.

Particulars of cost of manufacture
of one dozen fishing lines, together
with the duties payable by this Com
pany.

Cotton, $1.20; Tar, 10 cts. duty at 20
per cent., 2.0 cts.; Paper, 4cts., duty at
15 per cent., 0.6 cts.; Burlap, 20 cts.,
duty at 15 per cent., 3.0 cts.; Labor
(flat), 45 cts.; Mill supplies, 30 cts.,
duty at 25 per cent., 7.5 cts.; Overhead
expenses, 20 cts. Total §2.49. Total
duty, 13.1J10 cts.

The above figures show a penalty
to the extent of 5 per cent on the lo­
cal made article in its own country,
whereas the foreign made comes in
free of all duty

The gain to the country by protect­
ing, or at least placing this branch of
industry upon an equality with the for­
eign made lines is very considerable.

1st.—Duties collectable under the
new tariff if the industry continues,
enumerated above . .. 13.10|100 cts.

2nd.—Interest gain of revenue on
amount paid for flat, viz., 4c. at an av­
erage; duty at 35 per ct. 14.71|100 cts

3rd.—It is of great economic advant
age to the fishing industry that stocks
should be carried by this Company
where it is immediately available, ra­
ther than that merchants generally
should carry overlapping stocks, the
interest and general charges of which
are difficult to compute, but which are
inevitably added to the selling cost of
the foreign made article which in turn
falls upon the fishermen.
Total.............................. 27.81|100 cts.

Or roundly 28 cents for every dozen
lines made in the country. The aver­
age output of this company exceeds
30,000 dozen per annum.

This number of dozens at 28c. per
dozen brings in a return to the rev­
enue of the country of well up to nine
thousand dollars in this branch alone.
Inversely, if this work stops the rev­
enue loses and receives no compensat­
ing gain from the foreign made article

The loss to the revenue does not
stop here.

For without the aid of the line and
twine branches to enable the Company
to carry its overhead expenses, we
could not hope to compete with our
rope competitors in our comparatively
restricted market. Consequently, the
stopping of the line and twine branch­
es necessitates the closing down the
entire plant.

Our estimate of the total amount of
revenue collected directly from the
company and indirectly from our op­
eratives is well over fifty thousand
dollars per annum. On the other hand
if this factory closes down this rev­
enue ceases and in addition an added
burden will be placed upon the re­
sources of the Country in finding re­
lief or employment for our out-of-
work operatives.

MR. BENNETT—I submit, Sir, that
that Is a very clear and concise state­
ment of a position that should no long
er exist. If we are to exist as a coun­
try at all we must in every possible
way and by every possible measure
protect and encourage our local in
dustries. Here is a case of one hun­
dred families who are depending for
a living on that institution, an institu­
tion, which,owing to the increased du­
ties that they are faced with and the
unfair competition that they are called
upon tc entei- into, have to close down.
The Ropewalk during the past winter
have been kept practically in full op­
eration and have accumulated large
stocks of ready-made materials; and it
is no great hardship on the Company
to cease work, but it will come on
those, unfortunately, who can least af­
ford to bear it. I appeal now to the
Prime Minister to see if something 
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cannot be done. I know he is as much’
interested in this matter and in these
people as I am and I hope that lit
will see the justice of making an al«
teration in the tariff that will not in
any degree bear heavily on the fisher­
men of the country. I would suggest
an adjustment of the taric on all lines
and twines and hooks, as I believe
that it can be done without any loss to
the revenue. I, therefore, thank you
Mr. Speaker for allowing me the privi­
lege of putting those views before the
House and trust that the Prime Minis­
ter will give the matter that attention
and consideration that its importance
merits.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker. May I crave your permission
to thank Mr. Bennett for drawing the
attention of the House to this matter
which is of such importance to the
country generally as well as to the
constituency which we jointly repre­
sent. On Monday morning last I had a
communication from the Colonial Cord­
age Co., the tenor of it being some­
what similar to what Mr. Bennett read
in the report this afternoon, the posi­
tion of the Company being that they
desire to have an import duty of ten
per cent, on all lines and twines im­
ported into the country. I might say
that tl'.e Manager for the Colonial Cor­
dage Company formed part of a very
large deputation, representing local
factories, that waited on the Govern­
ment some time ago in an effort to se­
cure some protection for local indus­
tries, particularly with respect to the
dumping of surplus stocks of foreign
manufactured goods into Newfound­
land and their desires in that regard
have been fully met in the Resolutions
by the insertion of the dumping clause
which disposes of one of the points
referred to in the report which was
read by Mr. Bennett. The question 01
the rebate of duty on the remaining
portion of the materials used by them
in their manufacturing operations
would not be of any practical benefit 

to them, under the circumstances.
However, an effort is being made in
the Sales Tax, which are embodied in
Resolutions now in the course of be­
ing drafted and which will be sub­
mitted to the Committee on Ways &
Means for discussion, to give prefer­
ence to local manufacturers generally
and by which the Colonial Cordage Co
would substantially benefit. The ques
tion of the tax which the Company de­
sires to have removed has been refer­
red to a Committee of Counci for con­
sideration and discussion. The situ­
ation that they have large stocks on
hand and that they have given an as­
surance that, if the tax is put on lines
and twines, they wil not have to in­
crease their prices the coming year is
before the Committee of Council for
consideration, so that we hope when
we get into Committee on Ways and
Means to discuss more fully the whole
facts. The major portion of the facts
referred to this afternoon were given
in the letter I have received from the
Colonial Cordage Company; but I
would be much obliged if the hon.
member would let me have a copy of
the memorandum he has. As I said
before, the entire matter is one that
the government have under careful
consideration.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Speak
er. With your permission I would
like to add a word in support of tho
appeal made by Mr. Bennett this after
noon with reference to increased taxa­
tion on the products of the Ropewalk.
I think we will all agree that the Rope
walk, at the present time, is a great
institution in our midst. One hundred
families, as has been already stated by
Mr. Bennett, are receiving their sup­
port in that direction. Putting tha
number of families down at practical­
ly $1,000 each, they are no doubt pay­
ing into the revenue of this colony
$30,000 in addition to the $50,000 rev­
enue, already estimated in the memor­
andum that was read to the House this
afternoon. With reference to the Prime
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Minister’s remarks that part of the
memorandum has been covered al­
ready by the dumping clause in the
Budget. I do not agree with him. The
line of goods at the Ropewalk never
finds its way into this colony in this
form. The Ropewalk manufacture
lines and twines and ropes and cables
of all descriptions, and I never heard
in all my experience—and I have haa
some little experience as Minister of
Finance and Customs as well as in the
supplying of bankers and fishermen
generally—of any goods in the dump­
ing class coming through the Custom
House that belonged to the Ropewalk.
There is no such things as “dumping
goods” in this line at all. Take cables
for vessels that are made at the Rope­
walk. They are looked upon to be as
good as any cables manufactured in
Canada or the United States. I have
sold cables, which were made at the
Ropewalk, to American and Canadian
vessels and from which I subsequently
received testimonials from stating that
the material and the make up oi
those cables were just as good if not
superior to cables that are turned out
in Canadian or American factories. I
happened to meet Mr. Monroe, the
Manager of the Ropewalk, this morn­
ing. He came as a bolt from the blue
to me when he stated his position of
having to close down that institution,
if the present tariff was enforced.
Practically two hundred operatives
have been turned out of employment.
1 think that the government are going
too fast in that direction. One time
that institution had a subsidy; to-day
they have no subsidy in the way of
encouragement from the government.
In view of the large amount of em­
ployment given by them within the
past six months and with the conse­
quent piling up of huge stocks, I think
that special consideration should be
given them. To-day they cannot dis­
pense with the enormous stocks they
have on hand. Mr. Monroe was telling
me that they have sufficient stocks on 

hand to last for about six months. That
is due to the depression generally that
exists all round the Island. I think
we should make haste slowly in this
matter if it is not our intention to put
two hundred employees on the street.
I know it is not the intention of the
government to carry out a programme
that will make over one hundred fam­
ilies or four or five hundred people
destitute. Not alone that, but I do not
think that the fishermen of this Col­
ony should not be taxed any more
than what they are at the present time
To-day they are called upon to pay for
cod-netting something like $1 a fath­
om, compared with about 40 cents re­
tail before the war. Now if the gov­
ernment is going to tack on any more
duty for this class of material it will
wake it impossible for any fisherman
to make two ends, meet under any cir­
cumstances. Many of the fishermen
along the Southern Shore have their
traps set in the Atlantic Ocean, with­
out any shelter whatever. I know that
on numerous occasions traps have torn
up over night there by the sea. If
toat work is to be carried on in that
section in the future in Newfoundland,
I he price of codnetting will have to re
duce instead of advance. Surely you
are not going to drive right at the
heart of this industry, without taking
all the evidence into consideration.

I do not think that the dumping
clause in the Resolutions as outlined
by the Prime Minister here this after­
noon, does not touch that industry at
all, because there is no such thing as
second hand lines and twines and rope
coming into the country as it is an im
possibility to get fishermen to use se­
cond hand material; they always want
the best. If they find any ropes o>
lines mouled or milldewed they will
not have anything to do with them.
Consequently, I think the Prime Min­
ister will find that the dumping clause
in his Budget will have nothing what­
ever to do with this industry. I think
we should go slow in this matter and 
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when the Budget will come up for dis­
cussion we will have more to say
about it. I think the statement reao
by Mr. Bennett this afternoon to this
House is deplorable in the extreme and
that this great industry, after a quar­
ter of a century operating, has to .close
its doors on account of taxation and
put one hundred families out of em­
ployment and take bread and butter
from four or five hundred people.
This must either be an oversight on
the part of the government or simply
a desire to get revenue, without con­
sidering the sources whence that rev­
enue comes or whether it is got justly
or honestly.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of Ques
tion.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Mi
Speaker. I give notice that I will on
to-morrow move the House into Com­
mittee of the Whole to consider cer­
tain resolutions to amend the Act Cap.
40 of 11 Geo. V. entitled “An Act re­
specting the maintenance of certain
public roads.” ......................

MR. FOX—Mr. Speaker. With your
permission I would like to present a pe
tition from a number of motorists of
this city along the same lines as the
petition I presented yesterday, asking
for an amendment of the present Act.
I shall have no comment to make, as
I take it that the Amendment of the
Hon. Minister of Public Works cov­
ers the matter.

Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of

Question.
Hon. the Min. of Justice gave Notice

that he would on to-morrow ask leave
to introduce a Bill to amend Chapter
87 of the Consolidated Satutes (Third
Series).

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
respecting the Raising of a Loan for
General Purposes of the Colony.

HON. THIS PRIME MINISTER—Mr.

Speaker. I would crave lhe indul­
gence of the Opposition with a sugges­
tion that I desire to make, and that is,
that instead of taking up this notice
of motion to mave the House into Com­
mittee of the Whole to consider cer­
tain Resolutions respecting the amend
ment of the Income War Tax Act, 1918
20 that we go into Committee on the
Loan Resolutions. The Loan has been
floated on the basis of 98 3-4 with 11
per cent, on exchange. Exchange is
fluctuating and on yesterday or the
daj' before my advice from New York
were that if I closed the Loan then the
Colony would have got 99.04 instead
of 98 3-4. Thus will be seen the ad­
vantages of closing the Loan as speed­
ily as possible in the interest of the
Colony, If it is possible to close the
Loan on Monday next I could finalize
all arrangements with the Bank of
Montreal and it would save a consid­
erable amount in exchange to the Col­
ony. The transfer of such a large
amount of money from the United
States to Newfoundland in one block
is a matter that would materially up­
set exchange, so I am advised by oui
New York agents, and in addition, I
am informed1, there will be certain
large remittances to other countries,
amounting to many millions of dollars
taking place within a short time. Con­
sequently, the advices I have secured,
in so far as it is possible to get any de­
finite information, intimate that if this
thing could be closed immediately and
arrangements made with the Bank on
Montreal on Monday, we would be in a
much better position as to terms than
we otherwise would be. I hope that
during the month there may be a fluc­
tuation arise that will be beneficial to
Newfoundland in this connection. I
feel that the whole country would sin­
cerely appreciate if we disposed of
this Loan Bill as promptly and with
as less criticism as possible, have it
assented to by His Excellency the Gov-.
ernor so that all the necessary ar­
rangements could be finalized to en­
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able us to take advantage of exception-
aly favorable rates. The whole matter
will come up in Ways and Means for
discusion and the figures in connection
with the Loan will be submitted. Con­
sequently, I crave the indulgence of
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and
his associates to consider this matter
and to ask that this motion of mine
stand deferred and that we immedinte
ly proceed with the first item on the
Order Paper.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Speaker. I
quite agree with the remarks of the
Hon. the Prime Minister that exchange
is fluctuating day after day. It may
be up today and down to-morrow. Orc
Monday next it may be 10 per cent in­
stead of 12; but I would like to point
out to the Prime Minister that the
matter does not rest with the Oppo­
sition, because it is only within ths
past week that we have heard of this
Loan and this Loan could have gone
through, and any criticisms we have to
make will have very little to do with
its passage through this House. While
we have a considerable amount of cri­
ticism to offer to this Bill as to why
and how the Loan was raised and all
the other details in connection with it,
still we are prepared to suspend the
rules of the House and put it through
all its stages this afternoon, if consid­
ered necessary in the interests of the
Colony and if we are to save money
under it. Speaking on behalf of the
Opposition, we are prepared to sus­
pend the rules of the House and get
down to business immediately, because
I can see the awkward position the
government is in at the present time.
The government needs the money for
many reasons and particularly to pay
their bills in relation to railway ex­
penditure.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker. I am sure that the entire
country will appreciate the patriotic
attitude of the Hon. Leader of the Op­
position and his colleagues in this re­
spect, and on behalf of the Govern­

ment I thank them very much, because
every dollar that we take advantage of
in exchange is not a dollar in the way
of advantage to the government or the
Opposition, or to any individual mem­
bers but in the interests of the entire
country. I, consequently, move that
the House do now resolve itself into
Committee of the Whole on these Re­
solutions.

MR. BENNETT—-Whilst we are wait
ing, I want to add a word to what the
Leader of the Opposition say re
these Loan Resolutions. I am quite'
in accord with the efforts of the Prime
Minister to have this money transfer­
red as soon as possible. We on this
side of the House have been endeavor­
ing to obtain the official correspon­
dence which took place or rather the
financial statement given when this
loan was under negotiation. But the
Prime Minister gave us an assurance
that no such statement was given, but
Mr. Steele who represented the vari­
ous firms came down here and got all
the information necessary. I also ask­
ed for the Minute of Council and only
yesterday was a copy of the same fur­
nished the - House. This Minute of
Council embodies some facts which do
not go to the kernel of the situation.
This is the only official document that
we have throwing light on the condi­
tion of this Ioan and I am quite in
accord that this matter be put through
right away.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the Resolutions without amendment,
and recommended that a Bill be intro­
duced to give effect to the same.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and the Bill entitled “An
Act to authorize the raising of a sum
of money on the credit of the Colony
for the General Purposes of the Colo-
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ny,” was introduced and read a first
. time and it was ordered that it be read
a second time presently.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter and with the unanimous consent of
the House, the Bill entitled “An Act
to authorize the Raising of a sum of
money on the credit of the Colony for
the General Purposes of the Colony,”
was read a second time and it was or­
dered that it be referred to a Commit­
tee of the Whole House presently.

Whereupon on motion of Hon. the
Prime Minister, by unanimous consent
the House resolved itself into a Com­
mittee of the Whole to consider the
Bill entitled "An Act to authorize thd
raising of a sum of money on the cred
it of the Colony for the General Pur­
poses of the Colony.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman of the Committee re­

ported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the said Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, on motion of Hon. the
Prime Minister, with unanimous con­
sent the Bill, entitled “An Act to au­
thorize the raising of a sum of money
on the credit of the Colony for the Gen
eral Purposes of the Colony” was read
a third time and passed, and it was
ordered that it be engrossed, being en­
titled as above, and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council wih a message
requesting the concurrence of that
body in its provisions.

Pursuant to notice and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
respecting amendment of the Income
War Tax Acts 1918-20.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­
mittee.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
(Amendments to the Income Profits
Tax Acts 1918-19). I just make the
formal motion of submitting these am­
endments to the Committee of the
Whole and ask for a report by the
Committee of Ways and Means one
section of which is already set out in
the Budget. 1 might say the amend­
ments are merely technical which
have been suggested by Mr. O’Reilly
which will facilitate the working out
of the matter. These will be consid­
ered by the Committee of Ways and
Means. I know that the members op­
posite will notice that the printer in
this matter is not accustomed to do
Government printing and consequently
he has printed the Resolutions and
the bill on the same sheet.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and recommended that
the said Resolutions be referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on
Ways and Means.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered ac­
cordingly.
Motion for an Address re Minister of

Marine and Fisheries.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

Mr. Speaker, this address to the Gov­
ernor asking for an investigation into
the various allegations and insinuations
against the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries was adjourned some davs
ago by me as at that moment it ap­
peared to me that as it was late in
the evening and that it would require
much more time than there was then
at our disposal to deal with this mat­
ter. As the Opposition has facilitated
the Government in the passing of this
loan bill which is very essential to the
Colony I regret to have to take up
the question of making personal ob­
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servations in this matter but I will
confine my comments to the private
statements of the position of the Gov­
ernment and the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. I shall speak in a dif­
ferent tone than I would have had I
spoken on the matter a few days ago.
The suggestions that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries is guilty of us­
ing the advantages which he derived
from his position in the Government
to further the interests which he re­
presents is entirely without foundation
in fact. Just so long as these state­
ments came from political opponents
of his just so long as this Minister of
the Crown is representing certain con­
stituencies, just so long will the Op­
position use the opportunity to have
this a subject of discussion and con­
sideration in this House. The matter
then came to the point when Sir John
Crosbie, the hon. member for Port de
Grave, made certain definite state­
ments based upon the information ot
Mr. J. Sellars every item of which re­
flects very seriously upon the Hon.
Minister and then the Minister took up
the matter and decided that at the first
opportunity Mr. Sellars and certain
other gentlemen should be examined
upon oath and then have the actual
facts given to the public. Just so long
as this matter amounted to party poli­
tics in which the Minister of the Crown
is submitted to a political attack the
question of enquiry is out of the ques­
tion. But when it came to the point
that there were certain allegations
based upon the statements of gentle­
men of high standing in the communi­
ty, the Minister himself desired that
at the first opportunity he would like
to have these persons given a chance
to prove their statements or else deny
the charges so made and then apolo­
gise to the Minister. It was decided
that the best way to have this worked
out was to invoke the aid of the Pub­
lic Enquiries Act. On the 14th of May
I received from the Minister of Ma­

rine and Fisheries the following let­
ter: (Reads as follows.) “In view of
certain allegations or insinuations
made by Sir John Crosbie in the House
of Assembly, to the effect that I re­
ceived for myself and the companies in
which I am connected, certain advant­
ages with reference to salt and fish
purchased by the Government, I ask
that a commission be appointed under
the Public Enquiries Act to investi­
gate into the subject matter of those
allegations or insinuations.” The let­
ter was addressed to me as Prime Min­
ister and I received on the same day
as it was written. I for myself have
gone into this whole matter with much
considerable detail and I have come to
the conclusion that it is wise and ex­
pedient to have this matter probed un­
der oath so that there will be a satis­
factory proof that the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries had profited nothing
nor had the companies he represents
profited anything because of his hold­
ing the post of Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. Nor was it used by him to
benefit the allied interests to. which
he is connected in any financial way
whatever. This appointment of this
commission will give the Opposition
an opportunity of seeing for themselves
that the Minister has not merited most
of the severe censure which has been
heaped upon him. This enquiry will
undoubtedly prove to the public that
not alone did he conduct himself pro­
perly in those transactions referred to
but not the slightest advantage what­
ever was taken by him on behalf of
himself, any companies he represents,
or any companies in which he has an
interest, because of his associations
with the Department of Marine and
Fisheries. The Minister is delighted
that this opportunity will be afforded
the public and the members of this
House under the Public Enquiries Act
to prove upon oath the veracity of the
statements referred to and I feel cer­
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tain that the hon. members opposite
are glad and will agree with the sug­
gestion of the Minister. '

MR. HIGGINS.—Following the ex­
ample of the Prime Minister I shall
not unduly delay the time of the House.
The extraordinary attitude taken by the
Prime Minister is the completest justi­
fication of the Opposition for the course
which has been taken in this matter.
The Prime Minister has announced,
and it is the only way out, for himself
and party, the appointment of a com­
mission under the Public Enquiries
Act. That statement coming from the
leader of the Government is the best
endorsation possible of the strength of
the position taken by us and is the
strongest indication of the necessity .
that not alone should the motion be
really considered but it should be car­
ried out. This is not a personal mat­
ter. The conduct of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries was of such an
extraordinary nature that it should be
enquired into. It is absolutely draw­
ing a red herring across the trail to
say that it was an attack on the Gov­
ernment or on the Minister. The Re­
solutions simply stated facts gathered
from questions asked here in the
House. They started off with the fact
that certain moneys belonging to the
Government of the Colony were placed
under the control of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries. It happened
that the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries was the Hon. Mr. Coaker. A cer­
tain amount of the money was used to
purchase the cargo and pay the freight
of the “President Coaker.” Then they
go on to state in the second paragraph.
(Reads paragraph of Address.) It was
clearly an embezzlement of public
moneys. The Hon. Mr. Coaker was
president of both companies, and he
was acting in the dual capacity of a
Minister of the Crown and president
of these companies.

Then paragraph 5 states: (Reads par­
agraph 5 of Address.) At the time this
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5th paragraph was read here in the
House there was no knowledge of the
extraordinary incident that subsequent­
ly occurred. The Minister of Marine
& Fisheries stated that he had no con­
nection with the cargo that Joseph
Sellars was the person who owned the
fish and that a cheque had been given
him for the fish. We soon found out,
however, that that cheque did not show
the real transaction. It was only “col­
ourable,” as the Resolutions state, be­
cause it was immediately followed by
the tabling here in the House of a
cheque back for a like amount. Sure­
ly that is a matter of grave public con­
cern. Even in our charity for him
surely it is not personal to say that this
was a most extraordinary transaction,
sitting down in his office and buying
from himself, making out a bill to him­
self, certifying his own bill, giving a
cheque to Mr. Sellars and having - a
cheque sent back to him from Mr. Sel­
lars for a similar amount. Time there
was when the Minister himself would
not be satisfied with this. Time there
was when the Minister would hold up
to public ridicule any person involved
in such a transaction and would de­
mand the most searching enquiry and
not one such as that of which we have
happy memories, where no one was
allowed to act as counsel, when the
Commission determined whom they
would call, and just what examination
he would be put through.

Don’t flog the dead horse too much,
gentlemen. We bemoaned him here
the other night when the Leader of the
Opposition read that famous circular.
In justice to him, in justice to the day
when you thought more of him, don’t
go back on him and treat him as the
commonest type of political heeler. Say
to yourselves we don’t want our wor­
thy president to be put up before the
country, before an ungrateful public.
See to it that you act as pall-bearer in
a decent way. Give him a dignified
funeral. Accordingly wc arc asking 
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for a state funeral. If the matter is
so serious that he wants an enquiry,
let the commission be of such a char­
acter that their judgment will rein­
state him without blemish in public
life. If he can raise the price of fish,
let you raise him back to public life.

I say in all sincerity to hon. mem­
bers opposite that if the enquiry is
carried on as one was recently carried
on, no matter how honest his concern
for the needs of the people, public
opinion will be that something was
whitewashed; but I think the explan­
ation ought to be given before a Board
that will leave no doubt. It is desir­
ous from the standpoint of the Hon.
Minister himself that such a Commis­
sion be appointed.

The paragraph 6 goes on to state:
(Reads paragraph with reference to
expenditure for salt.) That is the sec­
ond matter of enquiry. Nothing can
be more serious than that. Sixty or
seventy thousand dollars taken from
the treasury of the country without any
minute of council by one who happens
to be Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies. He takes it himself as Minister
of Marine & Fisheries, hands it him­
self as president of several corpora­
tions and then appeals to himself in
his third capacity as leader of the Gov­
ernment for the time. There are dif­
ferent reports from the Auditor Gen­
eral regarding this matter. The first
report stated that it had been bought
by some concern, the second that he
had been told this by some person, and
the third that it had not been sold but
stored. Not one cent of money was
paid to the Colony for this salt, but
as soon, as a question was asked in
the House $4,000 were paid. If the
statement is true the man perpetrated a
criminal act. If it was merely stored
he had no right to buy any of it. If
he bought any of it then comes the
inference that he bought all of it. The
unfortunate transaction has made the
Minister worry. The hardest thing a 

man can have is a bad conscience. No
hell can be worse than when a man’s
conscience worries him. Hence it may
be that this is the hell which is refer­
red to in the celebrated circular of the
Minister.

So, Mr. Speaker, I say regarding
this second enquiry, it is an enquiry
regarding the handling by a Minister
of the Crown of a large amount of pub­
lic moneys. Surely that cannot be
said to be personal. Can any Minis­
ter act as he likes without being re­
sponsible to anybody. The kindest
thing we could do for the Hon. Minis­
ter is to have an enquiry. It is unfor­
tunate that the price of salt has gone
down, the question is whether the salt
would now be stored or bought. That
is the question that agitates the public
mind. We are asked to cut 5230,000
off the poorly paid Civil Servants but
we must not enquire as to the expendi­
ture of such an amount as half a mil­
lion by a Minister of the Crown. Must
we close our eyes to this enquiry. We
do not know whether or not the salt
is now stored at Port Union.

Then paragraph ten states: (Reads
paragraph.) I think that that is a point
that no member on either side of this
House can disagree with. The con­
stitutional bed-rock principle is ad­
mitted. I have heard of men connect-

■ ed only in a legal way with business
concerns who had to resign as Minis­
ters of the Crown. Surely you cannot
call this a personal attack. It is a pity
that the fates have played it so that
the man who only a few years ago set
out as the real exponent of democracy
should be involved in such a transac­
tion as this. Now the leader of the
House should see to it that as the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries is
about to retire from public life the
post which has caused him endless
trouble and as we have had sufficient
examples of this type of man that this
should not be condoned as an example
for others to follow, that we are taught 
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aright and will not on any account take
the precedents set by the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries as a pattern, and
that the country at large will be as­
sured that matters will be conducted
along lines of principle and honour
henceforth so let him see to it that
proper, safe and honest justice is
rendered by the tribunal which the
public will have confidence in. A com­
mission appointed by the Governor in
Council is only a joke in this country.
In order to be fair to him and our­
selves, in order that the public should
have no doubt in this procedure and
in order that it shall not prove a fail­
ure as in the past, I think the hon.
members opposite will support the
motion before the chair. I support it
not in a partizan spirit. The circum­
stances surrounding the whole case
speak for themselves. The allegations
indicating or purporting that he as
Minister made out an invoice to him­
self, issued a cheque by himself to
himself and that he did many other
things in like manner, involving a large
sum of money, should be enquired in­
to and I trust that despite the assur­
ance of the Prime Minister that a com­
mission will be appointed along the
lines indicated, that the Minister will
satisfactorily explain his conduct and
I hope that those who in the day of
old listened to his sophistries and ad­
vice will not forsake him in his decad­
ing days but will see that he is given a
fair trial which is necessitated ■ n ac­
count of his actions, the result of a
frightful mistake.

MiR. FOX—Mr. Speaker. Just before
the motion is put to the House, I
would like to say that I am quite in
accord with Mr. Higgins. First of all
I think it would be advisable in the
interests of the Minister the most com
plete and far reachng enquiry should
be made by a tribunal which this coun
try will look up to but the idea which
has been suggested that this matter
should be referred to a commission ap­
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pointed under the Public Enquiries Act
is too ridiculous for words. This Act
says that this commission will be ap­
pointed by the Governor in Council if
the circumstances warrant it. Coaker
is de facto controller of the govern­
ment and leader of the Governor in
Council. Following Mr. Coaker there
is Mr. Squires and he comes out and
says this afternoon that the allegations
against the Minister are without foun
dation in fact and we can imagine the
attention which the Prime Mnister is
going to pay to the personnel of this
commission and the conduct of this in­
vestigation the previous ones of this
kind which have gone down in the his­
tory of the country as the most ludic­
rous and unjust and which are ever
before the attention of the people. The
working out of the Woodford Affida-
vit Commission conducted to lessen
the respect for law and the adminis­
tration in this country more than all
other agencies put together. It was a
horrible sham. Those who could see
to it that the proper conclusion would
have been arrived at, were excluded
from the sittings. Are you going on
in the same way? There was not one
on the Commission who was willing
to enquire into the matter. Are the
members of the F. P. U. going to al­
low the Minister to take his medi­
cine? No the public will again look
upon the whole thing as a farce. Are
we going to have our children’s chil­
dren recognize that in the year of
grace nineteen twenty one when a serl
ous charge was made against a Minis­
ter of the Crown that the people had
to take their coats off to see to it that
the best tribunal in the land was to be
the judge. Are we going to have this
done? I hope not. I am quite in ac­
cord with the remarks of Mr. Higgins
that there is no partizanship about
this motion. And in the interests of
that great personage Mr. Coaker,
those serious charges against the Min
ister of Marine and Fisheries the re
suit of his association and union with 



576 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

the government should be enquired in­
to in a manner which will be above
suspicion, but when the commission is
to be one under the Public Enquiries
Act it will be looked upon as a mere
joke. When the Prime Minister says
that the allegations are without foun­
dation in fact then we must assume
that Governor in Council will not deem
it expedient to appoint the commission
Yet he says that this commission will
be appointed under the Public Enquir­
ies Act. I want to know where is his
consistency. Who is going to do it? I
am sure the Minister of Posts and Te­
legraphs is not going to do it, and I
am certain that Mr. Foote will not be­
cause they are afraid of the Coaker
element. Is the Minister of Justice go
ing to attend to it? Who is the mem­
ber of the Executive Council who will
stand up here and demand that this en
quiry be at once instigated into those
charges? When are we going to ar­
rive at the time when the Governor in
Council will deem it expedient? An
other instance of throwing dust in the
eyes of the public. I suppose ig it is
appointed it will meet in the boiler
room of the House of Assembly or the
Tower Room of the Court wherein no
one of impartiality will be admitted.
This will be another example of what
happened during the bank crash,
There was a big wave of public disap­
proval followed by a determined de­
cision that no commoner will go to jail
when it is possible to secure him an
escape because of the fact that the
bank directors at that time too easily
made good their get away from the
toils of the law. This same rotteii an
ministration of justice was effected
last year during the Woodford affida­
vit Commission. The public have come
to the conclusion that there is one law
for the poor and one for the rich. Men
of wealth and influence can always
make their get away. But the man whi
smuggles a jar of rum into this coun­
try from. St. Pierre not alone gets into
trouble but the whole detective force 

and the justice department do their
best to get after this scoundrel. If the
police discovers a man with a bever­
age containing over two and one halt
per cent, of alcohol the whole of the
detective force is on its head trying to
land the poor unfortunate individual.
Instead of having a proper adminis­
tration of justice we have always had
the authorities trying to let them
clear perhaps not intentionally but ac­
tually at any rate. All this frightful
conduct has had the devastating effect
of lowering the moral tone of this
country. We should try and have our
constitution obeyed and have the law
and order of the country respected. We
want to avoid having our people know
that discrimination is shown. I want
to say that if there is a charge that is
serious and which warrants a proper
enquiry then let the best tribunal in
the land be the judge, that tribunal
which is impartial and will see to it
that justice is rendered. The Prime
Minister last year wrote a pamphlet
entitled “the trail of a serpent” and
the serpent was A. B. Morine. He told
us about the doings of this man and
what he did when he was a member of
the Executive and at the same time tht
solicitor for the Reid Newfoundland
Company. I want to say he is mis­
judged man and much of this bally-
ragging is without foundation in fact
and it is high time for this scurrility
and villiflcation to stop. Three years
ago anything done by this man was
thought very highly of by the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, but to-day
this very same Minister would go to
his neck in water to have something
happen to A. B. Morine, he would do
anything to have him ostracized. What
is, flesh for the goose is flesh for the
gander. If A. B. Morine should have
been shut out of public life what
should be done with Mr. Coaker? who
is a member of the Executive Council,
President of the F.P.U., and he con­
trols the Government side of the
House, he is also President of the
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Trading ^Company. He Is also chair*
man of the Railway Commission. He
is Minister of Marine and Fisheries as
well. He is the leader and in control
in fact of the government of the conn
try and in addition comes into this
House, sworn not alone to obey the
dictates of his conscience that his pow
ers be used for the benefit of New­
foundland, but sworn to follow the
dictates of the Union which sent him
here. What did he do? Is he any dif­
ferent from Mr. Morine who was drum
med out of public life 20 years ago be­
cause he gave legal advice to the firm
for which' he was solicitor. His con­
duct was not a circumstance to Hon.
Mr. Coaker’s, but still it was a reason
for you to wax indignant and write a
pamphlet entitled “The Trail of the
Serpent” which was sent all over the
country; you did this because he had
occupied a Ministerial position while
solictor for the Reid Nfid. Co., and
put him out of political life; that is
Vote with the Opposition. Morine was
a terrible character—you tell how Gov
ernor Murray dismissed him, how in­
dignation meetings were held all over
town and the people swayed to peti­
tion the governor in the case, and how
the latter' asked for his resignation.
But you do not tell how he came back
in triumph. I hold no brief for Mr.
Morine, but it is positively indecent
for us to go on criticizing one who does
not deserve one half the structures and
censure showered upon him by the
political hot-heads of the country. He
is a man that raised his family in this
country, and has conducted himself in
a manner that does not warrant the
villification heaped upon him for 20
years. As I said before, to censure him
is now almost a tradition. To-day
when the government papers have no­
thing else to talk about they jump on
Morine because he was a candidate for
the Opposition two years ago. This has
gone on too long—it is time for some­
one to point out to the country the
members of the Government are not 

fit to tie hs shoe strings. Say what you
like about him he stands out promin­
ently because of his ability and clean-
mindedness in connection with the af­
fairs of the country. And (hat comes
from one who has had intimate know­
ledge of him and from ono who is not
biased in his favour, but who wishes to
take an impartial view of him. I think
we should recognize his ability and
give him his due meed of praise for his
general characteristics. I think it is
time we realized that we cannot al­
low things to go on in the administra­
tion as they have gone on. It is time
to realize that when a Minister of the
Crown has most serious charges pre­
ferred against him, an enquiry should
be conducted on such lines as will
leave no room in the minds of the peo
pie for comment. The Hon. Minister
himself sees the need of the enquiry
and asks for it. If the charges were
trivial he would not do that. I take it
for granted he sees how serious they
are if there is a single individual on
the other side of the House who wants
to see him cleared, then it is his du
ty to see that he be tried by a tribun­
al so constituted that it will leave no
doubt whatever with the people that It
was fairly and properly conducted.
We should no longer have a ravesty
on justice such as we did a few
months ago when the Hon. Prime Min­
ister himself was concerned and a
“SCOTCH verdict” was returned. I
do not think it at all fair to the gov­
ernment to have such. It would be
better for them to say it is true, than
that it is not. I do not think it fair
to the Hon. Minister of Marine to have
such a verdict brought in in his case.
The only way to see there is a proper
investigation and a correct conclusion
reached is to see that the tribunal is
one that will perform its duty fearless
ly and strengthen the confidence of
the people to feel that all such matters
will be properly dealt with. Therefore,
I say, the House should take this re­
solution, see that it is put through pro­
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perly, and not leave it in the hands of
the Governor-in-Council, who is only
Hon. Mr. Squires or Hon. Mr. Coaker,
and would be appointing himself his
own judge. If the man in the street
is arrested for stealing surely none
will think he can come into Court to­
morrow and try himself. Are we going
to have this position in this instance.
Because he holds the Government in
the hollow of his hand, when he is
brought to book and the public de­
mands an investigation, is he to say:
“I will have an enquiry. I will appoint
the judges and have every step pos­
sible taken to preserve my reputation”
Are you going to have this situation?
You should have this thing done right.
Let the government have the Commis­
sion sit immediately, and report, but
do not let them think for a moment
they are going to get away with any
stage play, and that we will allow it.
Mr. Coaker says in his letter of May
14th to the Hon. Prime Minister that
he wants the enquiry; and the govern­
ment say they will have it. I do not
think it will ever sit. Everyone will
remember last year when the Commis­
sion dealt with the case against the
Leader of the government. They grew
tired of waiting; every expedient was
used against the appointment of the
Commission; after two long months
Commission was appointed and even­
tually sat; but with what result we do
not yet definitely know. Suppose the
government will not accede to the gov­
ernor appointing the Commission ask­
ed for in this resolution, but they say
they will do it, you can mark my
words we will never have it. Still
they ask the Opposition to join hands
with them and believe in their bona
Tides. The country will not tolerate
the state of affairs such as pictured in
these resolutions. The government
say the things asserted are not tak­
ing place and are trying to wriggle out
of the holding of the enquiry. But the
Opposition will not allow them, and I
say further that the people of the coun 

try will not allow them. The charges
are serious enough, goodness knows,
to warrant us in insisting that this in­
vestigation be proceeded with and car
ried on properly. It is only turning it
into a farce to think that the people
will tolerate the charges being investi­
gated in the manner indicated by the
Prime Minister here to-day. Therefore
it is in the Prime Minister’s own in­
terests to see that Hon. Mr. Coaker
does not rest under a cloud the same
as he does himself. I think the hon­
orable gentleman is indeed unfortu­
nate in having to put up with such a
verdict as was returned in his case. If
I were in his position I would rather
be convicted than remain under such
a cloud, He should give his experi­
ence to his colleague and see that in
the future he will not be left to labor
under the same shadow as himself. 1
suggest that in their own interests the
F. P. U. members should see their lead
er cleared as surely they cannot sup­
port a leader whose reputation is be­
smirched. They should see that the
tribunal to proceed with the charges
against him is a properly constituted
one and if they do not, they are doing
something which will be to their own
lasting discredit. I heartily support
the resolution and I ask them to in-
s st that the Commission apro'.Fed be
prove suspicion in the least degree

MR. VINICOMBE—I rise to support
the resolution before the Chair, Mr.
Speaker, and in doing so I wish to do
it with fairness to the Hon. Minister
of Marine and Fisheries. He has told
me that he is as innocent as the child
unborn of any drong doing. If so, I
don’t see why the Prime Minister
should refuse to allow these resolu
tions to go through to-day; but if ht
has any doubt why should he not let
the judges sit on the Commission. Last
year an enquiry was held on himseL
and all in Court who saw the three
men on that commission saw that they
whitewashed him. If the same three
sit on this they will want to mix salt 
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with their whitewash to do it proper­
ly. I believe this will happen in the
same way as last year. As Mr. Hig­
gins has pointed out Mr. Woodford
went into that as a layman, but you
■had your lawyers. He had no oppor­
tunity to have legal counsel. It put
me in mind of a play I once saw with
a court scene in it and I think you
want to make the same out of this
case of Mr. Coaker’s. The Hon. Mr.
Coaker tried to play his part but fail­
ed; he tried some desperate things but
failed and at last put himself in the
hole. If he is innocent you will have
this commission, but as Mr. Fox has
said, you will not agree to it. Why
should you sit there and say you will
form a commission yourselves if he is
innocent. You sir, went to Bell Is­
land and said that Mr. Higgins was
Reid’s solicitor. But you were Reid’s
fools and you were the biggest, if we
are Hon. Mr. Coaker’s clowns. I want
to show that you are fools. You lost
2 millions on the railroad last year,
and were you not fooled into doing so.
If you call it by any other name I
will use it. Here we have these reso­
lutions and we are told the Commis­
sion will be formed. Surely we will
have no more of' this whitewashing.
The three judges have been asked for.
Hon. Mr. Coaker does not say he wants
a committee, and I believe he will go
before the three judges. The Wood­
ford trial was a mockery of Court pro­
ceedings. One day I went up there to
listen to the evidence, and I did not
think the men interested belonged to
St. John’s because when one had to go
to Woodford’s house at 10 o’clock in
the night, another accompanied him as
far as the Post Office to post a letter.
He actually did not know that there
was a Post Office in the East End.
That will show what a farce that
Court was. And then another time
they hauled down the blinds so that
people could not see what was going
on.
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HON. PRIME MINISTER—It was
not a farce, it was a funeral.

MR. VINICOMBE—It was almost
your funeral. 1 think the Hon. Mr.
Coaker is big enough to say he will
go before the three judges I believe
he' will not stand for the same thing
as last year. I do not know to-day
whether you or Mr. Woodford are guil
ty as there was no real trial and now
we' have the same proposition as to
the form of the Court and perhaps the
same three men will be appointed and
make as good a job of it as they did in
your case. They may even use the
brush better to-day. I think the Prime
Minister ought to say right straight
out that the government accepts the
resolutions as placed before the House

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Speaker,
just a word before the vote is taken on
this matter. I have already spoken
upon it at some length, and I do not
now intend to delay the House very
long. It was I think on the 12th ot
May that this petition was introduced
and it is now June 2nd, which means
that the petition has been side track­
ed by this House. This afternoon, af­
ter three weeks have elapsed, the
Prime Minister comes in and tells the
House that no definite charge has been
made against the Minister of Marine
& Fisheries, nothing but insinuations.
Now Sir, I am not going to make a
speech on that aspect of the matter,
but I would like to put it to any fair-
minded member of this House or to
any man outside of the House who has
followed the debate on the question it
from the evidence that has been ad­
duced here and from the statements
that have been written by the Minis
ter of Marine and Fisheries, himself
to the various companies associated
with the organization of which he is
the leader, there can be any doubt in

’the minds of the government that
there is something in the conduct of
the Minister which should be investi­
gated. It is easily understood, how­
ever, why the government are not pre 
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pared to have his actions made the
subject of enquiry. He is their chief:
he is the man who is keeping the
Prime Minister in his seat to-day; he
is the man whom the Prime Minister
is courting and he is the man who is
now deserting this House to-day. He
is in a degrading position and there
is not one of his army of followers on
the. other side, the F. P. U. members,
has had the courage to rise in his
place and attempt to put up an argu
ment in his favour for the simple
reason that they know it is impossible
to do so. As to the charges in this
petition it is only necessary to take
the salt scandal to show whether or
not it is insinuations that have been
made against the Hon. Mr. Coaker. I
was told in the Board of Trade rooms
that this cargo of salt was imported
by four Water Street merchants plus
Mr. Coaker. It was brought in here
by arrangement amongst these men
and they allowed it to go to Port Uni­
on. That was sometime in June or
early in July and it looked then as if
there would be a good fishery and the
merchants who were interested in the
cargo would not allow the Hon. Mr.
Coaker to have more than half of it.
In spite of that, however, he took
three quarters of the salt off his own
bat and without consulting them at all
and they, of course, strongly protested
against his action. He was going to
send the steamer back to St. John’s
with quarter of her cargo on board,
but the captain woAld not agree to
take it unless he was paid extra
freight on it and the balance was sub­
sequently landed at Port Union. The
fishery then took a twist and the Min­
ister of Fisheries realized that he was
not going to make as good a thing out
of that salt which like the sugar was
purchased at top notch, as he at first
hoped he would. The Hon. Mr. Coak­
er then took another thought when he
saw the fishery dropping off, but he
took good care not to tell his col­
leagues what he intended doing. Thej’ 

did not know who was going to pay
for the salt and for some time that
was a matter of controversy at the
Board of Trade but ultimately by per­
sistent questions in the House it was
found that it was paid for by the gov
eminent. The Prime Minister and the
Minister of Justice were absent from
the Colony at the time and did not
know what was going on and wher
Mr. Coaker found fie had a gold brick
on his hands he immediately started
out to unload it upon the Colony. The
other responsible ministers, or I
should have said irresponsible minis­
ters who were here did not dare, if
they knew what he was doing, to ob­
ject. It took me four days in this
House to find out from the Prime Min­
ister. who had the Minister of Fish­
eries seated next him all that time,
who had instructed the Deputy Min­
ister of Finance to issue the cheque
for the salt to Mr. Coaker, but after
that time we are told that the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries hinfself
went down to the Finance department
and, without a minute of council or
any other authorization, told Mr. John
Keating to issue him a cheque. Mr.
.Keating erred in this instance altho’
as a rule he is careful to issue no
cheques without a minute of council.
Anyway, this time Mr. Keating issued
a cheque for seventy odd thousand dol
lars which he handed over to the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries for the
salt which he had previously taken for
himself because he thought that he
was going to make a big spec. These
are some of the facts of the Salt Scan­
dal and these are facts which the
Prime Minister knew when he got up
here and told the House that merely
insinuations and not charge had been
made against the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries. Only insinuations, when
we have the proof that the Minister of
Fisheries deliberately takes the peo­
ple's money and uses it for his own
private purposes. We are only a joint
stock company and responsible to the 
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people for the proper expenditure of
their money; do you call it decent then
tor an lion, minister to act as Mr.
Coaker acted when he found that he
stood to lose from two or three dol­
lars on this salt. And that is not all
the story Sir. We do not know yet
how much of that salt Is at Port Uni­
on. We do not know if there is a grain
of it there nor does the government
know, but asking questions in the
House and after learning from a re­
port of the Auditor General that 54,000
had been received on account of some
of the salt that had been sold we were
still in the dark as to whether five
thousand tons or ten thousand tons
still remained at Port Union. The salt
for which the Auditor General receiv­
ed the $4,000 was sold in June or July,
certainly not later than August and
that money was held back till now.
Then we are told that we make in­
sinuations and not charges against the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

In a circular which I read a few
days ago addressed by the Hon. Mr.
Coaker to his companies there is proof
positive that he is using the money of
the country for his own private ends.
We have' succeeded in driving him
from this House and he is .now in Port
Union or somewhere else in the
North spending the people’s money.
That is a safe position for him and his
followers on the other side who have
not the courage to get up and say a
word in his defense are now waiting
with their heads bowed down to vote
against this motion. That’s the posi­
tion they find themselves in to-day
from Dr. Barnes down. They are like
a bunch of men who are dumb and in
deed they might just as well have
been born dumb for all the say they
have. Why, you would have to stick
a pin in them to make them even
squeal. Then the Prime Minister gets
up and in a low and solemn tone, like
a man reading an obituary over a
corpse, tells, us that only insinuations
have been made against the Minister 

of Marine and Fisheries. And I thank
you Sir, there are University men on
the other side. Take Dr. Barnes for
example, who has not even the excuse
of saying that he was away when Mr.
Coaker put thru his infamous salt deal
he is as dumb as the rest. Then we
are told that we are insinuating. Did
not Sir John Crosbie bring in proof of
the Minister’s action in connection
with the President Coaker's cargo? Is
not Mr. Sellars himself prepared to
come to the Bar of this House and
state that he had nothing whatever to
do with that cargo except to swap
cheques with Mr. Coaker, and did not
Mr. Coaker bring into this House a
statement with regard to the same
transaction that was utterly false? and
here are these men who should be at­
tempting to defend him absolutely
dumb because not one of them, not ev­
en the Prime Minister, can get up and
say a word in his behalf; even his old
secretary over there in the corner has
nothing to say in his defence. Then
we are told that we may have an en­
quiry into this matter; well, as Mr.
Vinicombe has said, it is not much
odds whether we do or not, if the re
suits of such an enquiry should prove
to be anything like those of the en­
quiry that was held in connection with
the Woodford Affidavit. That, whole
thing was arranged by the Prime Min­
ister and carried out according to his
direction. The whole thing was known
to be true; Mr. Woodford went to the
Prime Minister and gave him a propo­
sition which he accepted. The Prime
Minister even met Mr. Woodford early
in the morning to finalize matters; a
job was arranged for him and the sal­
ary named and then they shook hands
upon it. Mr. Gibbs and his colleague
went to Mr. Woodford’s house at night
and peeped under the blind to make
sure no one was in and then when he
got in he wanted the shades drawn.
The Prime Minister then appointed a
commission to inquire into the facts
and the best he could get was a Scotch 
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verdict. I am not going to waste time
going into that now, but if you want
a definite charge against the Minister
of Fisheries. I will make it I make
the charge that the salt that was stor
ed at Port Union was owned by four
merchants of St. John’s and he, the
Minister of Fisheries was the fifth ow­
ner. He took that salt hoping to dis­
pose of it' to advantage to himself and
when he found that he could not do so
he turned it over to the government
and went down to Mr. Keating and
ordered him to give him a cheque for
it. I would say to the Prime Minister
tell the whole story to the Governor
and let him deal with it. If the others
of your party desert you let them go.
Jt will at least go down in history that
you acted the man in that respect.
Never mind the support of those men
who are afraid to do their duty, that is
not the kind of support you want if
you hope to get anywhere. Kick them
all out as they deserve and you will be
the better for it. Could there be any
more conclusive proof of that than the
fact that this matter has been here for
the past eighteen days and not a man
of them has said a word. Now we are
going to pull the curtain down and we
shall see what happens.

Upon the motion of Sir M. P. Cashin
(May 12) seconded by Mr. Bennett,
that an Address be presented to His
Excellency, the Governor asking for
the Appointment of a Commission to
enquire into transactions, connected
with the purchase and sale of Fish by
and to the Union Trading Company,
Ltd., the House divided, when there
appeared for the motion:—Sir M. P.
Cashin, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Bennett,
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinicombe,
Dr. Jones, Mr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mr.
Sinnott. Mr. Sullivan, Mr. MacDonnell,
Mr. Lewis—(13); and against it—
Prime Minister, Minister of Justice,
Minister of Education, Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs, Minister of
Public Works, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Win,
sor, Mr. Cheeseman, Mr. Hibbs, Mr.

Gosse, Mr. Scammell, Mir. Targett, Mr.
Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson—(15).
so it passed in the negative and was
ordered accordingly.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Questions

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

FRIDAY, June 3rd,
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Petitions were presented by:
Mr. Walsh from Placentia Bay, re

Women's Franchise.
Mr. 'Cheeseman from Civil Servants

re salary reductions.
Mr. Moore from Bauline, re Fishery

Laws.
Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Vinnicombe gave Notice of

Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of

Question.
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed. and on motion of Hon. the Minis­
ter of Justice, the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Law Society Act”
was introduced and read a-first time
and ordered to be read a second time
on to-morrow.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, may
I ask if there are any arrangements
made for the printing of debates. We
have not had a word of the debates
in the Government press, is this to
continue through the session. I think
some arrangement should be made
with the Printers’ Union to have them
printed. I think some consideration
should be given one of the city pap­
ers, as it has given us as fair a re­
port as can be given. That paper is
the Evening Telegram. I have no
doubt that the proprietors of the Ev­
ening Telegram would be pleased to
receive a subsidy from the Govern­
ment, considering it has been able to
give a synopsis of the proceedings.
Whilst I am on my feet I would take

1
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this opportunity of extending my con,
gratulations to the Prime Minister on
his elevation to the Knight Com­
mander of the Most Distinguished Or­
der of St. Michael and St. George.
This is an honour that has been-
tendered to Newfoundland by His
Majesty the King. The Prime Minis­
ter is in the happy position of being
the reciprocant of that honour on ac­
count of the position he occupies, and
we on this side of the House join
with his friends in extending our fe­
licitations. We are sure that he will
wear this honour with the same dig­
nity that he has worn other honours
with.

MR. MACDONNELL—Mr. Speaker,
It strikes me as peculiar that a peti­
tion of this kind should be presented
by a member of the Government. I
understood from the Prime Minister
that the decision of the Government)
with regard to Civil Servants was de­
cided upon. I presumed at the time
that the matter had been discussed.
If that is the case I cannot see the
sense or reason of Mr. Cheeseman
presenting these petitions to-day. I
wish to say that when a petition from
a member of Mr. Cheeseman’s consti­
tuency came before this house, I am
sorry to say he did not show himself
so energetic in supporting it as he is,
to-day. In presenting that petition
Mr. Cheeseman may or may not be
sincere, I do not know, but I think it
improper that it should have to be
brought into this house at all.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker, I
rise for the purpose of supporting that
petition and I agree with the last
speaker. To have a member of thq
Government come in here and present
a petition asking any prayer to the
House that he has already decided up­
on, he is not sincere. If Mr. Cheese­
man, as already pointed out, is sin­
cere then the only course open for
him, if this petition is voted down, is
to take his seat away from the Gov­
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ernment. It is not consistent to cornu
in this House with a policy and tell*
the country you are supporting it,
and come in here with a petition. Per­
haps the hon. member for Burin is
going to support this petition. That
is the right course for him if he is
consistent. We have already on this
side of the House discussed many of
these salaries that have come up, and
I would like to see Mr. Cheeseman,
when the estimates come before the
House take the stand he is taking
this afternoon. While I am on my
feet I would like to mention the fact
that within the past six months the
Government made an agreement with
certain planters (or lumbermen, to
cut pit props for relief purposes, at, I
think, $6 per cord after the first day
of June. Just as I came in to-day. I
was handed a telegram by a gentle­
man who is prepared to make an of­
fer for the pit props but could not
find the Minister of that Department
in the city, or could not get any sat­
isfaction at the Department. I think
the matter should be attended to at .
once and I bring it to the attention of
the Prime Minister or any other gent­
leman who is interested in it These
pit props are North and West, mostly
North, and the people "have told the o
Government that they canot sell them
or export them. This offer is what I
look upon as a good offer. He is pre­
pared to make this offer and close an
agreement with the Minister of Agri­
culture and Mines, if that is tha
gentleman in charge. I will read a
telegram received from a gentleman in
Montreal. If the public moneys of
this country are taken from the Treas,
ury and paid for that purpose there is
no reason why the members on the;
Government bench should not get to­
gether and dispose of these pit props.
These pit props have been offered for
19 C.I.F. and from what I can learn
freight from that part of the country
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to Montreal to-day for delivery would
be something like $8.50. To bark that
wood, and we are looking for labour,
would be about $2.50 or $2.00 a cord.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
I had a letetr from a man who is get­
ting it done for $1.75.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—If we get IQ
C.I.F., Montreal for $20,000 pit props,
and I understand the estimate of what
pit props are In the hands of the Gov-,
eminent, is $35,000, that would dis-,
pose of practically all of them. Here
is an offer for 20,000 at 19 C.I.F. which
means $6 cost price, $8,50 for freight,
$2.50 for barking and Mr. Jennings
says $1.75, that is $17.00 and com­
mission 5%.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Does the freight include the loading?

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Loading would
be about $1 a cord or $1.50 at the out­
side.

HON. MR. WARREN.—They esti­
mate about $3.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I do not think
so. This is a sporting offer.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
It is an expensive job loading.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It is according
to where they are stored. Do you not
think somebody should get interested?
This message stands good for only 24
hours and the Minister could not be
found in his office this morning. He
is supposed to be in charge of this
relief work. It means $120,000 to this
country. I just throw out the sug­
gestion.

MR. SAMSON.—Mr. Coaker has
charge of that work and he is in Port
Union.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is it because
Mr. Coaker is in Port Union that noth­
ing can be done? Mr. Coaker may
never come back.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Mr. Samson is slightly mistaken, the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines is
in charge of that work.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Here is a
broker in the city to-day with an of­
fer, going round to the Government
■Departments looking for the Minis­
ter and he cannot be found, nor can,
the man get any satisfaction at the
Department. We are being told that
pit props canot be sold, and this offev
means $120,000 to this country, and
it is up to somebody to get busy in
this direction, if they are serious, and
not let everything go by default.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, as I was coming through
the gate of the park I was met by
Mr. Fred. Hue who told me he was
approaching the Opposition with a
view to bringing the matter up.

He said he had been looking
for the Minister of Agriculture
and Mines and I- understood
from him that he had not been able
to see him, but had a consultation
with Mr. Turner, the deputy head of
the Department, who is the official in
charge of the detail work. I told
Mr. Hue I would get him in touch with
Dr. Campbell at 4 o’clock, when he
would be at the Legislative Council,
and Mr. Hue could then discuss the
matter with us any time up to 6.30,
The proposition is an exceedingly
sporting one, but we have to allow
for loading which is estimated at
$3.00; insurance would also have to
be included, also freight and hand­
ling, and it is very doubtful if the
Government could get near what it

•cost them. However, it is a business
proposition, and Mr. Turner, who is
the business head of the Department
and is a very capable man, will do his
utmost to see the matter attended to.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—This gentle­
man has seen Mr. Turner, and al­
though Mr. Turner may be a very
capable man, still' he cannot do any->
thing until he has first seen the Min­
ister, and nobody can be found to
take the matter seriously. It is a 
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good proposition and I know enough
to say that it can be loaded for $1.00,
no matter where it is stored. It is
supposed to be in the nearest place
for shipping as the gentlemen could
get it. Anyhow I am not much inter­
ested in the matter only I would liko
to see something done. After another
three or four months the season will
be over and navigation closed, and as
you know, the market is falling ev­
ery day. Our shipping department, I
am sorry to say, I do not mean the
Ministry of Shipping, I am referring
to the Minister of Marine and Fish-,
eries, is not a credit to this country.
It is a long story about the fish and
I had another telegram to-day. Com­
ing to the other matter again this
message only stands good for 24 hours,
and if there is not an answer to-day
the thing is off. If the Government is
in earnest we want to get to work be­
fore 4 o'clock and take the matter un­
der consideration. Here is $19 C.I-F.
held out to the Government and if we
can get our money back from this
source then we should get to busi­
ness. It means $120,000.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—I
might say in regard to the cost of
loading, several of those men who
are handling pit props are not willing
to enter into an agreement to cut,
bark and load less than $11 and they
want $12.00. I might say that one
contractor in Badger Brook has al­
ready sold the amount of his cut.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I cannot un­
derstand that if a man is prepared to
take a contract from the Government,
he is not prepared to bark them for
less than $4 a cord more.

' MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
That might be an exception.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Again there
are people who are looking for em­
ployment.

MR. GOSSE.—Mr. Speaker, I am
not very well acquainted with this
proposition but at the same time I 

figure out from what Sir Michael Cash­
in has said, that the purchase price is
$G.00, freight $8.50, the barking $2.50
and the loading $2.00, which is all
$19.00, and if we can get our money
back and really dispose of the pit
props for $19.00 then I consider it a
good proposition. It may be that Dr.
Campbell, or whoever has to do with
this work, may have something better
to offer and may realize perhaps $8.00.
But at the same time I think that if
we can get our money back we are
doing well, and in doing that we have
also given labour, and I understand
from Sir Michael Cashin that this bar­
gain is to be closed to-day. Really I
cannot see that we could do better
unless some of the hon. members, who
have quite a lot to do with this kind
of work, can see a better proposition.
That is the way I look at it and I take
this thing as I see it. Now as I still
look at it I think it a good proposition,
and I think the Government ought to
realize if it can get the same money
back. Seeing that it cost $6.00 in the
first place and they can get $19, I
think they can get their money back
or pretty near it. Some hon. member
of the Government side may know
more about it and say more, but see­
ing as I do now I think it a good pro­
position.

MR. MACDONENLL.—Mr. Speaker,
there are a few things to be consider­
ed besides the falling market with re­
gard to these pit props. One thing is
that they should be barked at once. If
it is left much longer it will cost the
country three or four times as much,
and if the Government does not in­
tend to bark them soon it will be too
late. They should be barked now as
it is the proper time. Personally, I
think if that proposition can be put
through it should be taken advantage
of. If there are 30,000 cords cut that
would come down to, I think, about
25,000. This offer would then dispose 



586 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

of practically all the pit props in the
hands of the Government. The load­
ing depends upon the location. In St.
George's all the pit props are stored
in one place and it is an ideal place
for loading, and I think $19.00 would
cover all expenses. I think it is an
excellent proposition for the Govern­
ment to get Its money hack.

MR. FOX.—I beg to support the mo­
tion that the Government take ad­
vantage of this offer.

asked Hon. the
has been notl-

been considerable work done in
district of St. Barbe and taking
consideration the firm from whorr;
message came from and how re-

MR. SCAMMELL.—I am much inter­
ested in pit props and especially this
proposition before the House. There
has
.the
into
this 
liable a firm it is, I think the Gov­
ernment ought to take the matter in­
to consideration right away. I would
like to see the barking as well as the
other work in connection with this

would like the
to a decision 

matter carried on. I
Government to come
right away.

SIR M. P. CASHIN
Prime Minister, if he
fied by the Imperial Tobacco Company
of its intention to suspend operations
indefinitely, the reason given for the
same, the number of employees who
will be discharged, and what action
if any, the Government proposes to
take in the matter?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, on behalf of the Chair­
man of the Railway Commission, if it
is correct, as stated- in the public
press, that all members of the Reid
Nfld. Company's staff have been noti­
fied by the Railway Commission that
on and after June 30th, the Commis­
sion will not be responsible for tha
payment of their salaries, and if it is
correct that the Government is taking
measures to establish a Receivership
for the Reid Nfld. Company with Sir
Wm. Reid as Receiver, and if not what 

other steps the Government is taking
to cope with the contingency of the
failure of the Reid Company to re­
sume the operation of the Railroad,
system after the last day of this
month?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. thq
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon,
the Minister of Finance & Customs,
if it is correct that instructions have
been given the Assessor's Department
not to levy the Income Tax on Mr.
Albert H. Salter, and if so to lay on
the Table of the House a copy of thq
said letter, and to say why an excep­
tion has been made in the case of Mr.
Salter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence ot
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture &
Mines, when the Government proposes
to establish the Model Farm in out-
port sections of the country promised
by the Minister during the General
Election campaign and subsequently,
and what does he estimate will be the
cost of such establishment?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. thq
Minister of Public Works, if he ha<j
instructed his Department to refuse
to pay for coffins for patients who die
in the General Hospital, even if tha
relatives of these people are unablq
to furnish the same, and what provis­
ion is being made for the burial of
these dead persons under the circum­
stances?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if it is the intention of
the Government to raise a loan fron}
the Bank of Montreal after the clos­
ing of the House in order to pay the
interest on the Public Debt due on the
31st of December next, or whether ha
estimate that he will have sufficient
money remaining out of the present
loan in spite of necessary expenditures
on account of the railway, to meet
this interest when it comes due.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
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Prime Minister, if the statements
made in the last Circular issued by
the President of the F. P. U. charg­
ing the merchants with removing the
Fish Regulations are correct, and
whether this removal was not really
undertaken by the Government, and
did not the Prime Minister attend
meetings of the Exporter’s Associa­
tion and declare the readiness of the
Government to remove the Regula­
tions if the trade considered it desir­
able to do so?

MR. MACDONNELL asked Hon. the
Prime Minister
(a) If any arrangements are being

made or contemplated, regarding
the taking of a census this year.

(b) If the Government intends to car­
ry out any programme of redis­
tribution of electoral seats and
re-adjustment of district repre­
sentation, as outlined in the
Prime Minister’s Manifesto?

MR. FOX asked the Minister of Pub­
lic Works, to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing in detail
all receipts and expenditures of the
Road Commission to date, together
with copies of all return sheets,
vouchers, etc., covering said expendi­
tures.

SIR J. C .CROSBIE asked the Min­
ister of Public Works to lay on thq
Table of the House what amount has
been sent from his Department to Mr.
Martin Phillips of Twillingate, sincq
Nov. 15th, 1919 to May 31st, 1921, and
what amounts are his total commis­
sions to date.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table
of the House the following informa­
tion: If the Government paid for any
cargo of salt imported into this coun­
try last season; if so, what cargoes
and the names of steamers which
brought such cargoes.

MR. SULLIVAN asked Hon. the Cob
onial Secretary, to lay on the Table.
of this House a copy of the original 
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report of the commission to enquiry
into and report on the salaries of the
Civil Servants.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House what
amount of moneys has been sent from
his Department to Mr. Martin Phil­
lips of Twillingate, since Nov. 15th>
1919, to May 31st, 1921 and what am­
ount are his total commissions to
date?

CAPTAIN LEWIS—With respect to
one of my questions re the Ropewalk,
I may say I have had considerable ex­
perience re the use of the products of
that concern. During the last few
years that I have been fishing I have
used the lines made by that company
and they gave the greatest satisfac­
tion. Some five years ago some fish-,
ermen and myself had an interview
with Mr. Monroe and he took our opin­
ions on the fishing lines and other
things which are used daily by thq
fishermen with the result that there
was a decided improvement made and
the most of us deep water fishermen
use those lines. There are cables
made by the Ropewalk which we got
elsewhere and we have used them to
the greatest satisfaction. I think it
is a great mistake that this industry
should have been allowed to close.
These cables are required by vessels
coming in here at the shortest notice.
And the same thing applies to the
lines. These cables will not be able
to be gotten here unless they are im­
ported from Boston. So therefore I
think it is absolutely necessary tq
have this important industry kept go­
ing.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—On
yesterday Mr. Fox asked a question re
the inspector of pickled fish. That
matter was attended to by a Minute
of Council of date 16th July, 1920,.
copy of which I' am tabling and in that
month a copy was sent Mr. Fitzger­
ald. There is no further correspond­
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ence. I will try further. There was
no necessity for the continuance of
Mr. Fitzgerald and also there was no
vote in the estimates for his salary.

As to question one I have asked
the secretary of the Railroad Commis­
sion to furnish the information. I
will have it to-morrow. I have no
personal knowledge of Mr. Morely or
his observations. I understand the,
work goes out of existence in June
with the cessation of the Railway
Commission Act. As to question num­
ber two, the Imperial Tobacco Com­
pany wrote me on May 26th reading as,
follows: (Reads). Mr. Hartnett says
they have a large stock on hand an<}
in the ordinary course of business it
will require two mouths to disposq
of it. Of course they are depending
upon the development in trade to do
so. He also asks that the duties be
taken off the material which they use
and a duty imposed on the imported
article. This matter is on the aggen-
da for the next meeting of the Com­
mittee in Council. With respect to
the third question: The secretary of
the Railroad Commission has notified
the foreman that after the 10th of June
next that the payment for wages shall
not be made on the cheque of the
Chairman of the Railway Commission,
No steps have been taken nor has it
been considered by the Government
with respect to the appointment of a
receiver in the person of Sir W. D.
Reid or any other person. The Com­
pany has not forwarded any satisfac­
tory proposition as to the operation
of the road after the 1st of July next.
They have not formally forwarded any
proposition but they have made cer­
tain suggestions as to the operation
of the line under certain circumstanc­
es after the end of June next and the
assumption of its liquidation. There
has been no written correspondence
whatever re this matter.

MR. BENNETT.—I submit that this
is a very important matter and the

Government ought to take steps im­
mediately to let the House know what
is going to be done with the road.
This matter ought not be let slip by.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The matter has not yet reached any
definite form but the matter is being
attended to. It is infinitely more sat­
isfactory to dispose of matter person­
ally than through correspondence.

With respect to question four, no
instructions have been issued by the
Finance Department. With reference
to question five, the Government does
not propose to establish a model farm.
As you know there is a stock farm in
the West end of the City. The ani­
mals will be provided by the stock
farm. There is no intention on the
part of the Government to develop
stock farms outside the city, that was
favoured some time ago but the grants
have now been cut in two by the Es­
timates.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
With regard to question 5, I may say
the messenger did not come to the
department and therefore I could not)
prepare the information in reply. I
am familiar with the position though.
I must say there has been no such or­
der but during last summer there was
a case to this effect A patient died
at the hospital and the relatives ask­
ed that the body be sent home and
when the bill came to hand the total
of it was nearly one hundred dollars.
Then there were instructions given to
the officials of the Public Work De,
partment that if a patient died and the
relatives wanted the body sent homq
the department would pay as much as
would be required if the person were
buried in the city. The exact amount
of the bill was about eighty dollars
to be correct. The coffin and the rail­
way fare accounted for the larger part,
of the sum and then there were two
other incidental expenses, perhaps
icarriage in motor boat and then by 
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horse and carriage. I do not care to
give the name of the district as it is
immaterial. On the railway they
charge double for the conveyance of
a coffin.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
to question seven, the Government has
not considered the raising of a loan
from the Bank of Montreal for the
purpose of paying the interest on the
31st day of December next. I hope
the income derived from the Esti­
mates will be sufficient to meet our
obligations. With reference to ques­
tion eight, I have not had the oppor­
tunity of reading the circular refer­
red to and if the leader of the Opposi­
tion will do me the courtesy of pro­
viding me with a copy I will look in­
to the matter. I will table the an­
swer to the remaining part on Mon­
day next. Re the ninth question, ar­
rangements are contemplated and pro­
gress to some slight extent has been'
made as to the beginning of the taking
of the census this year and the Gov­
ernment at a subsequent session will
tequire a passing of a bill to complete,
the returns.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Government intends to intro­
duce some legislation with regard to
the redistribution of electoral seats
and the re-adjustment of district re­
presentation especially in view of the
fact that Woman franchise may be
granted.

THE MIN. X)F PUBLIC WORKS.—
As to question ten the answer is be­
ing prepared. With respect to num­
ber eleven the department did not get
time to prepare the answer. I have no
objection to tabling the answer. I feel
sure the honourable member does not
wish to hinder the road accountant in
his work.

. Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An

Act to Authorize the Raising of a sum
of Money on the Credit of the Colony
for the General Purposes of the Colo­
ny” without amendment

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the D’Arcy Ex­
ploration Company Resolutions:

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit

tee.
MR FOX—Mr. Chairman. While I

recognise how desirable it is to bring
capitalists to this country, and to have
our mineral and other resources ex­
plored and investigated, I do not think
this agreement is going to place this
country in a position that is most de­
sirable. This agreement is objection­
able in many cases. First of all Sec­
tion 1, gives to the company the exclu­
sive right during a period of two years
of prospecting all unclaimed Crown
Lands. That is a very wide conces­
sion; it practically gives Newfound­
land up, for a long period, and gives to
a group of capitalists the exclusive
right to prospect for oil throughout
Newfoundland, and continuing down
we realize that the agreement really
means nothing to this colony, but
means a tremendous lot to this com
pany. We practically give to the
D’Arcy Exploration Company the ex­
clusive right to explore Newfound­
land for oil for their own purpose.
That is objectionable, the least of
which is that this Company can go all
over Newfoundland picking out the
most likely sites where they think oil
is likely to be found, and if they find
any they keep the information to
themselves, and deny the benefit to
Newfoundland, and then after two
years they come to the Government for
protection. Have these lands open to
everybody to search as they will and
explore for oil as they will and then
let them come to the Government for
protection. I think it is very objec­
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tionable to tie up Crown Lands in this
way, and give the exclusive right, for
a period of two years, to search or ex­
plore this colony for any mineral.
What do we get from this contract. We
get nothing. Newfoundland may ben­
efit on a percentage basis from the oil
as taken from the wells, but returning
to the contract we see that there is
nothing binding upon the Company,
Supposing the Company sinks these ,
test wells, the result may never be
known to this country; it may be kept
secret from the country. If this Com­
pany finds oil it is not reasonable to
expect that they will part with the
information. After spending their mo­
ney. In giving Newfoundland up for
that period we are preventing capital­
ists from coming in because they have
not information enough to go by, and
another company has a monopoly.
That gives the colony no protection,
First of all the Company gets certain
rights if they commence, and secondly
they forfeit certain rights unless they
begin a vigorous prosecution. Sup­
posing they worked from daylight to
dark sinking wells, would you call that
a vigorous prosecution? Supposing
they said we have vigorously prosecut­
ed the sinking of wells, what of it. The
whole agreement to my mind is too one
sided. It gives to this group of capi-
tilists the exclusive right to enter upon
Crown Lands and explore for a period
of two years; that is a monopoly
which is objectionable. It means de­
priving any other company or any
other private enterprise from explor­
ing in Newfoundland for that period.
It also deprives the natives from pros­
pecting for mineral in their own land.

HON. MR. WARREN—Where is that
stated? Where are they prevented
from prospecting on their own land.

MR. FOX—I mean all Crown Lands
•of this colony. It confers upon this
Company a monopoly which is objec­
tionable and for such a long period. We
have certain lands tied up for that
time. If this colony would benefit by 

giving this right there might be some
excuse, but we do not get a single
penny for this concession. We do not
only give this company the option of
searching for oil, but we give them the
option of getting every bit of inside in­
formation, whch they may refuse to
give up, and that is a disadvantage to
Newfoundland. The fullest possible
information should be obtained about
our mineral resources, but this does
not give us any information; this
means that this Company comes in
here and has a right to prospect for
two years, and all information it gets
jt may retain for its own use and ben­
efit, and Newfoundland will be worse
off in ten years time than it is to-day,
because this will prevent other cap­
italists from coming into the country
because they have not the information
that his Company has. I think it is
very objectionable. Supposing this
Company finds four or five oil wells,
and they sink only one well, it is a
very easy matter for them to give out
the information that the only well
worth while is the one they are work
ing. The whole thing is a sporting
proposition. You will not find an out­
side group of capitalists, with a two
years’ monopoly, give out informa­
tion. I think it is objectionable from
the view point of that monopoly. I
object from the view point that we our
selves are deprived from the right that
is given to this company. I object
from the very view point that the in­
tention of this Act is spoiled by itself.
If this Act is to give publicity to New­
foundland and bring forth information
dealing with its mineral resources, this
Act destroys itself. Right across the
face of this Act is written an Act to
prevent the future exploration of
Newfoundland, because instead of giv­
ing publicity to the mineral resources
of Newfoundland it will have the effect
of closing the lid down. If this Com­
pany strikes oil it is going to keep the
information to itself, and we will find
that we are after giving away to this 
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group of capltilists rights which
should be employed to the benefit of
Newfoundland. We should give the ben
efit to the outside world to come and
explore for themselves and take their
chances of striking oil. For all these
rights we get nothing. Now the Hon.
Mr. Warren and the Hon. Mr. Foote
pre authorities on this kind of thing
and I would point out to them the
many flaws in this agreement. Sup­
posing some man went to the Hon. Mr,
Foote and asked him for a concession
for two or three years to search his
land for mineral and paid him noth­
ing, would he do it. Yet With all that
experience he sits on the Executive
Council and allows a proclamation oi}
this sort to go forth and be outvoted.
They have the right to prospect over
the whole of Newfoundland for a
period of two years and not have to
pay a cent.

It was drawn up cleverly or foolish­
ly—cleverly in the sense that no lia­
bility whatever is laid on the com­
pany, or foolishly in that it is drafted
in this form and the Legislature is
expected to pass it. Everyone will
agree on the need of exploring the
country and with that end in view let
us join hands, bring in the capitalists,
get worth-while information and see
that every source is tapped to supply
them with the same. But it should be
done as a business proposition and
the giving away of rights should be
guarded. This agreement gives this
company a monopoly and debars out­
side business people from coming in
here and sharing in the advantages that
might be derived if the matter were
tackled in a proper manner. Person­
ally I cannot support this Bill. Let
them take their chance with everyone
else and take pot luck as to the result.
Let them come in here and undertake
their borings, etc. and file their appli­
cation in the usual way. They are
said to have lots of money and they
will not miss fifty or one hundred 

thousand dollars spent on exploring
work and if they strike oil and seri­
ously intend to prosecute their findings
and develop their areas and then want
concessions from the Government, they
will be considered. What we are do­
ing is giving concessions and getting no
returns. In respect to Section * I am
not an expert in oil and do not know
the value of the oil in hand but the
chances are, it will amount to some­
thing. It seems too indefinite for the
giving of the concessions outlined
here. If they want a monopoly for
two years let them pay for it. If they
have such money as the Hon. Mins­
ter in charge of the Bill says, they
can well pay for concessions from this
Government. We want the money—
and if we are to part withanything let
us do so for cash. Even if a substan­
tial charge is put on it I hesitate to
think the Crown Lands will be given
away for such a long time and the out­
side prospectors barred from coming
in and the sons of the soil be debar­
red from their inherent rights of go­
ing over the land and finding what
they way. Let the people of the coun­
try get the advantages if any are to
be derived. We are altogether too
fond of throwing our arms around the
necks of outside benefactors and wel­
coming them to our shores, of throw­
ing up the rights of the people and
giving concessions, only to wake up
and find it a false alarm. If a survey
is to be attempted let it be done in a
sane manner. Don’t block the pro­
per survey of the country by the like
of this thing which the Government
proposes. On general principles it
cannot be ratified; it gives away every­
thing and gets nothing in return. It is
purely hypothetical; this company may
or may not find oil, sink a well or ex­
amine an area. They are not subject
to any fine or forfeit. In ordinary
business when a man agrees to do
anything he puts upa bond to reim­
burse the man he is getting the con­
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cessions from in case of failure to
carry out his contract but here these
people are coming in and getting ev­
erything but giving no return and then
they talk of rights to test an area. If
these rights are worth anything let
them be reduced to a dollars and cents
basis. Therefore I think we should be
cautious in giving away our rights.
There is no doubt of the fact that New­
foundland is peculiarly fortunately sit­
uated in the sense that she has unlim­
ited mineral resources; the wealth of
her seas are perhaps inconsiderate with
her wealth of the soil. Are we going to
create a monopoly and deprive the
country of that wealth. Take any lucky
mineral finds here; were they ob­
tained by giving outsiders all the
rights. Were they not obtained by the
man from here who was fortunate in
his search and took part in’prospect­
ing that was open to all and who in
view of his find encouraged others to
go and prospect for themselves. This
is the first time in history a monopoly
is to be conferred on outside parties to
come in here and prospect. Suppose
they do strike oil, do you think others
will come in and prosecute the search
further. Don’t you think they will
have the pick of the areas; they may
not use them as they should and they
will not only be abandoned by them­
selves but tabooed, while any worth
while will be snapped up for them­
selves. They may for instance have 5
good areas and operate only one; un­
der this agreement they can do this
and deprive Newfoundland of the bene­
fit of the others being worked by those
who should corhe in here and find them
for themselves. We arc to get noth­
ing in return. The percentage of oil
may or may not be a valuable asset in
the future. We may find in the fu­
ture that this is altogether inconsider­
ate with the rights given away. And
still you contemplate tying up our re­
sources for 99 years on the off chance
of a percentage of the oil from the

Well that these people may sink. Take
the ordinary Crown Lands and see the
procedure that is to be followed in get­
ting rights. They are obtained in a
far more difficult manner than by
these people here. There is not a para­
graph in this agreement but is to the
positive advantage of that compan',
and in my opinion you will find noth­
ing to compensate for the advantages
it is proposed to give them. The Col-
only is not protected. I object to this
on principle—I object to it because of
its indefinite character. First I object
to it on the grounds that it is a mono­
poly. We had a most telling experi-
that i fthey were worth anything the
ence of one, the fish monopoly of last
year ,and of its effect on Newfound­
land. Are we going now to give all
our minerals to this party and do with­
out them ourselves in future. This de­
stroys all initiative. Will they conduct
a tour of Newfoundland’s oil areas;
they may do it so as to throw dust in
the eyes of those who may follow them
on a similar mission. They may do
this deliberately, and from a mere busi­
ness viewpoint it may be justifiable. If
they think 10 areas are oil bearing but
not workable as a paying financial
prospect at the moment, what will they
do to keep others from getting them ?
They will put out the report that they
have investigated for themselves and
found it not worth while to deal with
these lands at all. Take the case of
Bell Island which is said to be prac­
tically one junk of ore—only 2 or 3
spots there are being worked.' There
may be other spots there just as valu­
able commercially but they remain
idle. Why? Because the people think
that if they were worth anything the
companies in charge of the mines would
take them up for themselves. The pre­
mises may be wrong but the conclusion
is justified by the circumstances. The
companies encourage them in their be­
lief. May we not have the same in re­
gard to the oil-bearing areas. This
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company may locate 10 or 12 spots
but not undertake to work them all—
they may use a few and leave the oth­
ers idle, taking the chance that pros­
pectors coming after them will say that
if they were any good the D’Arcy Ex­
poration Co. would have taken them
up. It will kill independent prospect­
ing for all time. I propose that the
Government suggest and carry through
a thorough survey of our mineral re­
sources, but don’t shut the door on all
hope of learning our resources by rati­
fying an agreement of this sort. If it
be necessary, take the money, enough
to pay for the survey, have a bureau of
information open to all the world and
encourage capitalists to come here by
showing them the department where
the information is obtainable. Adver­
tise the fact first of all and have re­
liable, beneficial information to at­
tract them. Let them investigate for
themselves; when they strike a spot
and think of working it, if you con­
sider they are in earnest, give them
the concessions but not before you see
what you are going to get in return.
Don’t give a monopoly; don’t destroy
initiative; don’t say we will have a
great survey and in the next breath
give all the rights to a company who
may or may not do anything. I do not
know who the D’Arcy Exploration Co.
are except that they are a subsidiary
company of the Anglo-Persian Oil Co.,
and they may have plenty money or
not. I have seen lots of circulars is­
sued by companies which looked great
on paper but how far did they justify
their face value. I have heard so
many stories of concerns coming here
to build up the country, to put New­
foundland on the map, that they read
like the fable of the Arabian Nights.

1 Let them pay for their concessions; we
have had too many promises during the
last 18 months. Some leaders of the
Government were going to bring us
into the land of promise, and so they
did, as it was only the land of promise 

and that was all. We want something
else in future. We are in need to-dav
of financial assistance, we have cer­
tain things to sell, and let us sell them
for dollars and cents, not for promises
that certain things will accrue. Ev­
ery bit of ore is a part of Newfound­
land itself; every drop of oil on the
West Coast is part of Newfoundland
itself.

Every time we allow anyone to ex­
port from this country any mineral or
anything else of that kind, we allow
him to export a portion of Newfound­
land itself and if they are going to do
that, I say let them pay for it. Fur­
ther, the supply of oil in this country
is not going to prove limitless; the ex­
perience of other countries has proven
this, and like them we may very soon
find that some day our oil, if there is
any, will be all gone and we have no*h-'
ing left. In other words we will find
that we have sold our heritage for a
mess of pottage. If this is a part of
the program of the Government to ex­
plore Newfoundland, then it is in keep­
ing with the rest of their program. It
is the same old story; they have had
draughtsmen, artists and writers busy
with brush and pencil, men who are
worthy of better things, pushing pens
and painting pictures of what is going
to be done and when all is finished the
whole thing will turn out to be without
results.

You are giving a two years option
to a company who may or may not
make returns to the country, in other
words you are giving a two years mono­
poly to this company and at the end
of that time you give them three years
more and that is five years and then
our rights are sold, our freedom s
restricted, initiative is discouraged an 1
industry is killed. I have come to
the conclusion that public contracts of
this kind should be made with people
only after they have been found to be
what they profess to be. In other
words, to reverse the well known axiom 
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of British law, let a man be doubted
until he has proven himself to be what
he professes. Now, how have these
people proven themselves? By com­
ing along here and getting a poor par­
blind, soft-hearted government who
were not aware what they were doing,
to confer immeasurable benefits upon
them and what is worse, we don’t know
what we are going to get out of it. We
have no rights over these people and
if they do not keep their contract we
can do nothing about it. Can we go
down to the Bank of Montreal and say
to them “you have broken your con­
tract and you must recompense us for
it?” We cannot and I look upon the
whole thing as a sham; I cannot see
how any Government in their sober
senses can ratify such a contract. The
company is come to a pretty pass when,
while ostensibly encouraging outsiders
to come in and develop our resources,
we go to work and give a monopoly to
one company. Can we hope for the
proper development of the country un­
der these conditions? Newfoundland
cannot afford to be philanthropic; we
cannot afford to say to outsiders we
want you to come here and we will give
you a warm welcome; we will treat you
as hospitably as we can and we want
you to see for yourselves what we have
to offer you. We must be in a posi­
tion to say to such people we have min­
eral here if you are prepared to pay
for it. A, B, C and D are areas con­
taining oil or mineral and if you want
data concerning these areas, you have
only to go to the Agriculture and Mines
Department where it is kept for re­
ference. If you think the chances of
any of these areas turning out suc­
cessfully, we will give you a lease and
then if you want concessions, come in
here to the House of Assembly and
get them but for every dollars worth
of rights we give away we want one
hundred cents. We have not done this.
We have heard of industries that were
going to be started from one end of 

the Island to the other, industries that
were to revolutionize the whole indus­
trial life of the country, but this was
all merely for the purpose of fooling
the people and they woke up to find
that all these things were but empty
dreams.

What we want is a proper geological
survey and to get this we must have
the right man. It will not do to put a
newspaper man in the job as I under­
stand is the intention of the Govern­
ment. We had a man in the late Mr.
Howley whose ability was never pro­
perly recognized. His work was truly
a labor of love because the paltry pit­
tance which he received for his ser­
vices was not enough with which to
keep him in text books. His like will
never be seen in this country again.
We should attempt, if possible, how­
ever, to get a man to measure up to
his standard and pay him for the work
he is expected to do and then when the
necessary information has been got,
we should give no concessions to any
concern that has not proven itself in
dollars and cents. This agreement is
a joke and a pitiable joke at that; it is
on a par, however, with others that
will be brought down here before this
session closes by which we will be
asked to g^ve away all we have for
nothing. I object to this on principle
because the principle is vicious in ev­
ery aspect of it. And then, as if all
the rest were not bad enough, we have
clause 8 which provides that they not
alone get a monopoly but gives them
the right to transfer their rights and
that not alone may they keep to them­
selves what information they may get
but if they are so disposed, they can
give it to their particular friends. I
repeat that the whole thing is vicious
and means the final closing of the
door against Newfoundlanders who
may be desirous of embarking upon the
exploration of their own country.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Chair­
man, I would like to make a few sug­
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gestions as to- the phraseology of this
Bill, I do not wish to offer any ob­
struction to its passage but merely to
make a few helpful suggestions, the
first of which is with regard to sec­
tion 2. This says that the Company
shall be entitled during the prospect­
ing period to enter upon all the unoc­
cupied lands and every part thereof
(other than such parts thereof as to
which the Government has prior to the
date hereof alienated the mineral rights
or as may be occupied by settlers or by
buildings of any description). Now, 1
would like to have this more clearly
defined as in its present construction
it may be taken to mean the lands a
man has cleared or upon which his
house is, while it may not be taken to
include say twenty acres of uncleared
land which he holds under lease. I
would make that portion of it read “All
lands granted, leased or applied for.”
In the same section, with regard to
digging, I would like to know whether
digging here means digging merely in
the course of a survey or for the pur­
pose of sinking wells. I presume that
it would not mean for the sinking of
wells. Again in the same section it is
provided that the Company shall fur­
nish the Government with reports of
surveys and all necessary maps and
plants relating thereto. I think we
will have to amend that. The word
“necessary” may be taken to mean
necessary to the Company or to the
Government. If we have not all the
maps that may be made showing the
location of all minerals that may be
found I hardly think it would be good
enough, but if we could get these we
would be getting something in return
for the concessions we are giving.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
The Company is not going to survey
for anything but oil^

MR. MACDONNELL.—It is possible,
however, that something else may be
found by them during their survey, and 

it would be well for us to get report
on it.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
do not know whether the party now on
the way out here has a mineralogist
with it or not.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Now with re­
gard to section four concerning the
matter of arbitration. In that section
the arbitrator to be appointed as be­
tween the Company and the individual
to whom compensation has to be made
is to be appointed by the Government,
but in section eleven which also deals
with arbitrations three arbitrators are
provided for, one to be named by each
of the parties and one by the Supreme
Court. It appears to me that it would
be better to adopt this plan in both
cases. The individual should have
some appeal, but under section four hei
would have none.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
There is no appeal in either case.

MR. MACDONNELL.—But if the
form adopted in section eleven is good
in one case why is it not good in the
other.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
That was in the agreement when it
was handed to me, and I thought it
best to leave it as it was. It is a mat­
ter of opinion whether there is more
protection in section eleven than in
section four.

MR. MACDONNELL.—With regard
to section five, what is the number of
miles for each area?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Twelve.

MR. ’ MACDONNELL.—There is
something ambiguous in the beginning
of that section, which says that if the
company shall at any time from time
to time give the Government notice
that it desires to test any part of the
unoccupied Crown Lands not exceed­
ing a total area of 3,600 square miles
the company shall be entitled during
the remainder of their prospecting
period and for a period pf three year? 
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afterwards, without payment of any
further consideration to the Colony to
test the land comprised in any area by
sinking therein such test-wells as it
may think fit. Could that not be taken
to mean one well for the 3,600 square
miles?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
They must sink one well for every
twelve miles.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I understand
that in the United States they sink
three wells for every ten miles.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Yes, but these are what are known as
proven areas. They take a section for
test purposes and if they find oil they
can sink from three to eight wells per
acre, but they must sink one well in
every twelve miles in order to hold
the area.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Now, in sec­
tion 6, I object to the manner in which
the ninety-nine years lease is to be
granted. The ordinary way of grant­
ing such leases is to have plans and
surveys of the area to be leased made.
If you have not the grant defined clear­
ly on the ground, a man prospecting
for mineral may be afraid to go too
near the other man’s area. Unless you
have these grants defined clearly on
the ground and have the plans in the
Department of Agriculture and Mines,
you will have endless trouble. I would
throw out the suggestion to the Hon.
Minister to have a select committee ap­
pointed to go into all these things so
as to save trouble as far as may be
and to as far as possible save.litiga­
tion.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—Mr.
Chairman I have no objection to hav
ing the proposed amendment to section
two inserted in the Bill. I think that
section four is alright, with regard to
arbitration. I agree wth the observa­
tion of the Hon. member for St. Geor­
ge’s as to section 6. A proper survey
should be made in accordance with the
Crown Lands Act before the Company 

get their lease. We can pat that in
when we go inro Committee of the
Whole again on this Bill and in the
meantime I can consult with the Hon.
member and draft his amendments.

With regard to the position set up
by Mr. Fox, member for St. John's
East, I must confess that I am at a
loss to understand his attitude or his
criticism of this matter. In the first
place he stultifies his argument by say
ing that he doss not know who the
Anglo Persian Oil people are. I do
not think it is right for him to criti­
cize that Company, without having
first ascertained who they are. I
thought I did my best a few days ago
to explain who they are. Now if the
Hon. member will make enquiries he
will find that they are the biggest oil
people within the British Empire. I
would like to tell the House that this
agreement now proposed to be made
has the British Government behind it.
with the Newfoundland Government
That was intimated to me when I was
in London last year. The British gov­
ernment are anxious to find all the oil
they can within the Empire, and with
that in view a similar agreement has
been made with Alberta and since it
was made big discoveries of oil have
resulted; also they have an agreement
with New Brunswick, where they are
in possession of ten thousand square
miles and where they have thus far
spent one hundred thousand pounds,
without having found any oil. At
Trinidad and most of the West India
Islands the Company are hard at work
looking for oil. A few days ago the
leader of the Opposition suggested as
an amendment that the prospecting
work should be commenced before the
10th of July next, fearing that the
Company might not carry out their
agreement. Yesterday just before 1
came into the House I received a tele­
gram to say that the expedition party
were actually on their way here on
the S.S. Scandinavian. The exact copy
of the message reads: “Geologists 
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sailed yesterday on Scandinavian for
Newfoundland”. There is no doubt at
all as to the bona tides of the Com­
pany. As to their wealth I may say
that their capital is twenty-five mil­
lion pounds, of which 17,500,000 pds
have been called up. The British gov­
ernment holds two million ordinary
shares of 1 pound each, a thousand
preference shares of 1 pound each,
and 199,000 pds. of debenture stock. I
would like for the House to compare
this agreement with what could hap­
pen under present conditions. As the
Crown Lands Act reads to-day these
people could come in and prospect
for oil, without asking our leave, un­
der section 48 of the Crown Lands Act
and we would know nothing about It
and we would not get a thing out of
it, but under this agreement the Com­
pany have got to start operations
within two years and in consideration
of that we give them a 99 years lease
during which period they pay us 12 1-2
per cent, and if this proposition is go­
ing to be a paying one and they work
it continually for 99 years they will
pay us 12 1-2 per cent, for all that
time. It is all very well for the hon.
member for St. John’s East to talk
of stopping people from rushing in
here looking for concessions, but I
have not seen any of that great rush
taking place. There wad an oil bear­
ing area here about ten years ago at
Parsons’ Pond, but that has been at
a standstill for some time; and there
was another belonging to the New­
foundland Oil Fields Limited and for
which the British public were soaked
to the extent of one hundred thousand
pounds. Then we have private Inter­
ests here who started to work for
shale at Deer Lake, but nothing has
been done with this. I understand they
have endeavoured from time to time
to have those oil areas properly pros­
pected. I do not know what the re­
ports have been on this property.
However, the Anglo Persian Oil Com­
pany are quite willing and very anxl-. 

ous in coming in to have all arrange­
ments finalized by which the areas can
be worked. I think that the hon.
member for St. John’s West, Mr. Ben­
nett has the right impression in his
Jiead concerning this agreement. I
am of the opinion that the proposition
is a good one. The Company have to
pay us for the oil they get which they
would not otherwise have to pay, it.
they took the course of getting a fdi
simple grant. As we go into this agree
ment section by section, I would like
to deal with the suggestions of Mr.
^lacDonnell, member for St. George’s,
and put in the amendments that are
considered desirable.

MR. MOORE—Have the Company
got to give any reports of their work.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—We say to
them you got to prospect and give us
reports of your surveys and we will
give you two years to do the work. I
might say that I hope that amongst
this expedition that is comong
here will be mineralogists as well as
geologists—men whose chief study
has been oil-—who intend to comb New
foundland with a fine tooth comb.
There are large areas in Newfound­
land that have never been touched at
all and in going through the country
prospecting they may probably strike
some other kind of mineral. I do not
know whether this Oil Company in­
tend to handle any other minerals, but
I hope they will. However, that is an­
other point; but under the agreement
they only ask for oil, no other minerals
being mentioned.

HON. MR. FOOTE—Mr. Chairman. It
strikes me that the gentlemen oppo­
site overlook one point. There is a
patriotic element in this matter that
has to be considered. As is well
known generally the British Govern­
ment are prospecting throughout the
British speaking world for the purpose
of getting oil. The United States are
the competition with them and recently
he competition became very keen and
very strong between them on that very 
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point. Consequently, I submit, Sir,
that In considering this matter we
should do so from a patriotic stand­
point and not be too critical. The in­
tentions of the British Government,
we all know, are good. As the Attor­
ney General has said, this Company
that is making an agreement with the
Newfoundland Government have made
similar contracts with Alberta and
New Brunswick and at both places,
particularly at New Brunswick, they
got more concessions in the way of
territory to explore than they are
looking for here. I think then in dis­
cussing this matter that we be not
unmindful of this patriotic element and
deal with it accordingly. The Bill ap­
pears to me to be very fair. The com­
pany are not asking for anything too
much. The country for centuries past
has been practically without develop­
ment, and I think that we should en­
courage these prospectors and capital
ists to come in here, particularly as
we have before us the cases of Alber­
ta, New Brunswick and other parts of
the Empire. As far as I am personal
ally concerned, I will give the Bill my
strongest support, mainly from a pa­
triotic standpoint.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Chairman. I
rise for the purpose of giving my sup
port to the Bill. I do not do it from
any patriotic standpoint; I do it from
the standpoint of a Newfoundlander.
I am not concerned so much whether
.this Company is English, American or
of any other nationality, except for
the purpose of discovering in all parts
of the British Empire whether oil is
available or not, because oil in the fu­
ture will be absolutely essential for
the safety of the British Empire. Oil
to-day is taking the place o fcoal in
every respect, particularly in relation
to our Navy. Any member of this
House who considers that we are leg-
islatlng any of our rights away has
fallen short of the true conception of
the idea in the Bill. This is a Com­
pany with credentials that are unques­

tionable and of high standing and of
• such a character in the Old Country
that we can accept the statement of
the Minister of Justice that they arc
men who mean business and that we
will not run any risks of having our
rights sacrificed. They are merely
asking for two short years and for
priority with regard to the exploration
of our oil areas. I am of the opinion
that we have not sufficient people of
that kind coming in here to explore
and find out the possibilities of this
country. We should not lose any op­
portunity in helping a serious effort
that might be made to discover wheth­
er or not oil areas do exist in this
country. I would like to see it go fur­
ther and see some capitalists come in
here to enquire into all our mineral
resources. I would like to see many
companies coming in here on the same
lines, as contemplated, to conduct a
complete and investigation with a view
to discovering the mineral throughout
the length and breadth of the country.
We have been unfortunately isolated.
Our interior is made the home of the
wolf and the bear. Outside of Bishops’
Falls and Grand Falls the rest of the
country is absolutely undiscovered.
Well here we have a Company with
any amount of capital behind them and
with an equipment thoroughly able tu
investigate and discover really what
our resources are. If this Company do
discover oil it will bring a consider­
able revenue to the country, because
by its development we will receive
12 1-2 ■ per cent, of the profits of the
Company. We have not had sufficient
explorations or developments in the
past, that is the great trouble. Here
we have a great big Island with its
•resources practically unscratched and
our only hope for the future is to have
these resources developed. Therefore,
I give my hearty support to the Bill
and I hope that the Minister of Jus­
tice will see to it that this Company
will not be impeded in its enterprise,
and I hope that next year a further
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Bill will be introduced and investiga­
tions and surveys made and all in­
formation possible secured for the de­
velopment of the entire country.

MR. FOX—Mr. Chairman. In reply
to the Hon. member for Burin, I would
say that I admire to a certain extent
the position he took in his plea that
the House should regard this matter
from a patriotic viewpoint. Might I
point out to the hon. member that in
this enlightened age the only form of
patriotism that we know of—and I
think the people of Newfoundland gen­
erally know it as such—is the patriot­
ism that pays; but before I depart
from my reply might I put this posi­
tion to him. Supposing Mr. Foote
holds timber areas on the West Coast
and upon which he doesn’t even know
whether there is any timber existing
there or not, and I go to him to-mor>:
row and ask him for a free option on
it for two years, what would be Mr.
Foote’s reply?

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—You can­
not compare the two cases.

MR. FOX—His reply would be that
he woulid not part with it until he sees
the ready cash for it, and not alone
that ,but the man who offers the most
cash to Mr. Foote would get the first
option of it. Arguing on that prin­
ciple we know propose for patriotic pur­
poses to tie up all the oil bearing areas
in Newfoundland and give our rights
to this Company. In reply to the Min­
ister of Justice I would point out
that the recent amendment to the
Crown Lands Act prevents any one
from coming here to prospect and to
stake off areas. The amendment to
the Crown Lands Act stands on its
own feet whether this agreement pas­
ses through or not.

■ HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—The
amendment to the Crown Lands Act
says that the Governor in Council
shall have power to withhold from
lease or license all or any minerals in
any particular area. That does not
mean oil.

MR. FOX—You passed a Minute o*
Council against anything of this kind
being carried out and this Company,
under the law as it stands to-day,
could not get a fee simple grant for
nothing.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
At half past four of the clock, the

Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,
appeared at the Bar of the House with
a Message from His Excellency, the'
Governor, commanding the attendance
of the House in the Council Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the
House attended His Excellency, the
Governor, in the Council Chamber.

And Mr. Speaker and the House be­
ing at the Bar of the Council Cham­
ber, His Excellency the Governor,
was pleased to assent to the following
Bill: “An Act to Authorize the Rais­
ing of a Sum of Money on the Credit
of the Colony for the General Purpos­
es of the Colony.”

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting the
House of Assembly that they had pas­
sed the Bills sent up entitled respec­
tively: “An Act to amend the Profit­
eering Act, 1920” and "An Act Re­
specting the Cutting and Exportation
of Timber for Special Purposes” with
out amendment.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An
Act to amend Chapter 106 of the Con­
solidated Statutes entitled ‘Of Lot­
teries’” with some amendment, in
which they request the concurrence of
the House of Assembly.
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On motion ot Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter, the said amendment was read a
first time and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

The Remaining Orders o£ the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Mondoy afternoon next at three of the
clock.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question.
The House then adjourned accord­

ingly.
MONDAY, June 6th, 1921.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques

tion
Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
MR. LEWIS—Asked Hon. the Prime

Minister, whether seeing that the Dry
Dock in the West End is the security
which the Colony has at the present
time for the operation of the Railway
in lieu of the $250,000 provided by the
Railway contract, he is satisfied as to
the condition of the Dry Dock, espe­
cially of the South Side of the same
that it is in safe condition and likely
to remain so for sometime, or whether
it is rapidly deteriorating and in danger
of collapse with the result, apart from
the danger to life and property, that it
may be as a security greatly diminish­
ed in value, and whether he has any
report from the Government Engineei
on its condition and if not will he in­
struct that official to make a report on
its condition and lay the same on the
Table of the House without delay?

Mr. Lewis asked Hon. the Prime Min
ister if his attention has been called to
notices published in the daily newspa­
pers, copies of notices posted by the
Colonial Cordage Co., to its employees
whereby all these employees are dis­
charged as from the 8th of June, the
reason for such given by the Com­

pany being that the rope making in­
dustry has no protection, and that al­
though representations have been
made to the government nothing has
been done in the matter, and for the
Prime Minister to-day if this is being
considered by the government, and if
so what action has been taken in re­
gard thereto and what number of em­
ployees are involved in this shut down
of the Ropewalk?

MR, VINICOMBE—Asked the Minis­
ter of Public Works if it has been re­
ported that a number of people in a
settlement in his district broke into
some stores and stole two barrels of
flour which they distributed amongst
themselves; whether Constable Chafe
was sent to investigate, and whether
he reported that all ot these people
were on the verge of starvation and
that but for taking this flour they
would have perished, and whether he
reported that all of these people were
on the verge of starvation their reliei.
and if so to state the nature of such'
measures.

MR. MOORE—Asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, if it is correct that Mr. E.
Collishaw some months ago threaten­
ed the Railway Company’s agent at
Grand Falls with dismissal because of
some assumed cause of complaint
which Mr. Collishaw had against this
official, and whether the Railway Ag­
ent had come to St. John’s to deal
with the matter, and what position Mr.
Collishaw occupies which entitles him
to act in this matter towards officials
pf the Reid Nfld. Co., or of the govern­
ment, and will the government take
steps to see that Mr. Collishaw is not
permitted to interfere with these offi­
cials of the Railway Co. in future.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if any representations
have been made to himself or any
member of the government with re­
gard to the condition of the number of
fishermen at Port Union and vicinity,
to the effect that tfiese people are in
dire distress at present through non-



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 601
payment of monies due them by the
F.P.U., for fish put off to that Com­
pany last autumn on a promise or
payment about the end of January,
and whether the government is taking
any steps to relieve these people and
if so to state the nature of such relief
measures.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon
the Min. of Marine and Fisheries, what
steps are being taken by the govern­
ment to carry into effect the promises
of the Minister of Fisheries that an
exploration of the waters off our coast
would be undertaken by one of the
steamers obtained from England last
year with the object of adding to the
information available to our people to
assist them in securing better catches
of codfish.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to procure and furnish
to the House a statement showing the
number of motor cars licensed in each
of the past five years, the amount paid
in taxes thereon in each of the said
periods, and the amount in each yeai
held by the St. John’s Municipal Coun
cil and the amounts distributed
amongst the different electoral dis­
tricts.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked the Min
of Public Works if Mr. Albert Salter
purchased stocks of gauze or other
material for the General Hospital and
other public institutions and if so to
lay on the Table o fthe House the orig­
inal bills for the same, and a state­
ment of what Commission, if any was
paid Mr. Salter in connection with the
said service?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if Mr. Albert Salter'
has been appointed by the Government
to adjust all matters of Fire Insurance
in connection with government build­
ings and otherwise, and if so to lay on
the Table of the House a statement of
the distribution of such Insurance
made by Mr. Salter and a statement of 

what sum, if anything, was paid him
for this service?

MR. MOORE—Asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries what
quantity of material in tons (silt, grav
el or rock) was removed by Dredger
"Priestman” from the Dock and Wa­
terfront Premises at Port Union dur­
ing the season of 1920, if such dredg
ing as performed was considered pub­
lic or private work. If private was
there a contract signed with the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries for the
performance of this work and at what
price per cubic yard or ton. How many
days was dredger engaged at this Io
cation. Was this work as performed
paid for by the Company owning the
premises dredged. What was the tot-
tal cost of work done;'-what amount
was paid the Department of Marine &
Fisheries for same, and if not paid
why not?

MR. MACDONNELL—Asked Hon.
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs
(1) Upon what principle are the mail­

clerks selected for the trains and
steamers;

(2) Is there any precaution taken to
see that all mail clerks get fair
play in this matter;

(3) How many trips has the supervi­
sor of mail clerks, Mr. Bradbury,
made on trains or steamers since
his appointment;

(4) To furnish a copy of any reports
furnished by the said supervisor.

MR. FOX—Asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, if the Government is as de­
termined to retain the H.M.S. Cam­
brian here to protect the opposition
from the projected invasion of North­
ern Fishermen as indicated in the Ev­
ening Advocate of June 3rd inst., as
it was to bring the said warship here
to protect the government from an up
rising on the part of the outraged and
oppressed citizens of this section of
the country, the fear of which uprising
had origin only in the heated imagin­
ation of a government conscious of its
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wrong doing, but no foundation in
fact?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—As to
question three, the Relieving Officer
saw that the people were looked
after. Some time late in April
drift ice came in the bay, so that these
people were unable to get in touch
with the Relieving Officer, and there
was no telegraph communication with
the place. I am aware of all the facts
re this matter, but it seems that a few
of the people broke into a store and
appropriated two barrels of flour. The
constable of that place is named Tuff.
I have no knowledge that he reported
these people as being on the point of
starvation, and I know every precau­
tion on the part of the representatives
was taken when there was any sign of
destitution.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER^—
With reference to question 4, I am not
aware that Mr. Collishaw threatened
the person in question. He may have
done so, so far as he could in the capac­
ity of a private citizen. Mr. Collishaw
has no connection with the Railway
Commission whatever. But just as
any prvate citizen he may report any
one to headquarters.. As to question
5, no representations were made to the
Government or to me with respect to
the matter in question. With regard
to question 6, no steps are being taken
to have any exploration of the fishing
waters of Newfoundland during the
coming year. Money expended on such
a purpose to my mind would be misap­
plied. The Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries some time ago said that it might
be a splendid proposition. As to ques-
,ton 7, I have asked for a statement
and probably it will be ready to-mor­
row.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—As to
question 8, Mr. Salter did not purchase
any such material for the government
but he got us on to a party whereby a
purchase was effected and three thou­
sand dollars were saved. He got no 

commission as he is under salary from
the government.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
reply to question 9, Mr. Salter has not
been appointed Fire Insurance Adjust­
er for the Government nor has he been
retained for any insurance work of any
kind.

In the absence o fthe Minister of
Marine and Fisheries I have directed
the attention of the Deputy Minister
to the matter in question 10 and it will
soon be prepared.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I will probably have
the answer to question 11 before the
session closes.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—In
reply to Mr. Fox’s question I would
say that, as you are aware, this war­
ship was not brought here to protect
the Opposition from an uprising of
the fishermen down north. I quite
agree with him when he says this mat­
ter has no foundation in fact.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I wish to call
the attention of the Prime Minister in
the absence of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries that I asked him two
questions which have not been an­
swered.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Deputy was asked to get the in­
formation and I will redirect his at­
tention to it.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the am­
endment made by the Legislative Coun­
cil in and upon the Bill sent up en­
titled “An Act to amend Chapter 105
of the Consolidated Statutes, entitled
‘Of Lotteries’,” was read a second time
and agreed to and it was ordered that
a message be sent to the Legislative
Council acquainting that body that the
said amendment had been concurred in
without amendment.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—In
moving the second reading of this am­
endment to the Lottery Act I may say
this amendment is an addition to 
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section six. Reads. The Act former­
ly provided that the object must be a
charitable one but the Upper House
wants the whole of the proceeds de­
voted to that purpose.

Pursuaut to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the House
resolved itself into a Committee <|f the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
respecting the D’Arcy Exploration
Company, Limited.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—

Just when, or at least before, the Com­
mittee rose at the last session, the hon.
member for St. George’s made some
suggestions re some amendments that
might be put in these Resolutions and
I have had the advantage of an inter­
view with the hon. member and we
have allowed two amendments which I
think will be concurred in by the
House, otherwise the agreement might
be allowed as follows. The next one
is really an addition to last few words
of section two. The next amendment
is to section six which is really a re­
production of sub-section three or sec­
tion four of the Crown Lands Act. The
interpretation of section six may be
according to some an actual lease of
the land but that is not the case, it is
merely lease of the oil or such other
material in question.

MR. FOX.—First of all it might be
an advantage to the Colony to have a
Company of this sort in our midst but
I suggest that the Colony should not
part with these concessions without
getting a commensurate return. It is
not right to give away the entire pro­
ducts of this country for nothing. All
those objections of mine made on Fri­
day last still hold good. I do not wish
to impede the Government in any re­
spect.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
We are not giving this Company any­
thing except the exclusive right to go 

search for oil. Anyone may come and
under the Crown Land’s Act sink a
well and acquire a fee simple grant
instead of what we hereby lease for
ninety-nine years and when there is a
fee simple grant the Colony gets noth­
ing. This Company is paying twelve
and one-half cents on all oil produced
and I think that is a fair agreement so
far as the Colony is concerned. At the
present time everything is deadly dull
and no one has ever shown any anxiety
at any time when anyone came here
and searched for oil. If this Company
did not come at all some speculators
may come and get the lands or the
oil and then try and sell it to the Com­
pany or some other company at an ex­
orbitant figure when these individuals
should not have had the lands at all.
But this Company is prepared to pay
twelve and one-half cents on all the
oil produced.

MR. FOX.—First of all there are
many points for discussion as to the
proper policy for the exploration of the
mineral and oil resources of New­
foundland, on the part of the Govern­
ment. This agreement with this Com­
pany is going to shut down the door on
all future aggrandisement for this
country in this matter and you are be­
ginning at the wrong end. We ought
to adopt some exploration policy of
our own and not give the benefit of
our country’s resources to someone
else for their own particular benefit.
The mere fact of being allowed to
prospect is a very valuable concession
in itself. This Company will certainly
keep all the information it acquires. I
think if the Government contemplates
any geological survey of Newfound­
land it ought to be organized at once
and let an outside corporation do it.
The consideration given for this two
year’s option is inadequate and as far
as this Company coming in under the
Crown Land’s Act why that could be
obviated by the Governor in Council.
My real objections is the other monopo­
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lies running with it. The information
this Co. acquires will never be dis­
closed try how you may: They are not
going to give it away and benefit com­
petition. Twelve and one-half per cent.
on the oil may or may not be worth
anything. The hon. Minister thinks
this is a very valuable return but how
long will it last? Public enterprise
ought to be the policy of the Govern­
ment and I believe the future will show
that our Newfoundland resources
could have been handled to much great­
er advantage. The Government ought
to handle this matter cautiously. I
ask the Government does it intend to
find out about our mineral resources
and if it does it ought to do so right
away but this is a wrong way to go
about it. I think it is a great mistake
to give this Company all the valuable
rights which this agreement gives it
for two years, the right to explore the
country exclusively and to have all the
monopolies incidental thereto. We can
never expect to have competition or
competitive bidding for our valuable
asset oil, once this company gets this
monopoly. This is not square to New­
foundland. She is in need of funds at
the present time. We go into the out­
side market and if the D’Arcy Explora­
tion Company wants the stock offering
they have got to pay for it. In con­
sideration of the sum of one hundred
thousand dollars we give this option
of two years. I would suggest that.
This company merely wants to ad­
vance all its financial interests but
what-about Newfoundland? I do not
know of the Persian Oil Company.
The whole thing is confused. We en­
ter into a contract with the Persian Oil
Company actually but the prestige of
the Persian Oil Company may or may
not be behind this D’Arcy Exploration
Company. If the British Government
is behind the matter let the contract
be made with the British Government.
What guarantee have we but to-morrow
the D’Arcy Company will be wound 

up. Let the contract be made with
the main company. I realise that New-
fbundland wants development but not
in this way. Incidental hereto I wish
to point out that if you follow the rail­
way you will notice that it taps the
main water powers of Newfoundland.
There ought to be a nationalization of
the water powers of our country. We
have a fortune in our grasp with re­
gard to electrical power. A few months
ago the water power on the St. Law­
rence River was producing five thou­
sand horse power and a Company paid
one million dollars for the right of it.
We are letting hundreds of thousands
of this horse power to go to waste.
Therefore we should be cautious as to
how we gave away our rights and in
this case we are giving away a par­
ticularly valuable asset. The civil
service is being reduced three hundred
and twenty thousand dollars, so let
this company pay one hundred thou­
sand dollars towards the upkeep of
this service. This service has done
more for Newfoundland than all those
companies put together. We ought to
have our ablest men ascertain the pos­
sibilities of our resources so that we
may know where we stand when fraudu­
lent speculators come round to grab
up what is going. Unscrupulous in­
dividuals have come here and bought
timber rights and other rights and
then re-sold them when in fact instead
of timber they owned a bog or a moor.
It is up to the Government to stop this
kind of crime. This information ought
to be guaranteed by the Government.
This information ought to be obtained
from some Departmental head so when
John Jones goes to London to sell some
rights out here the party buying will
not be so misled that he will not know
whether he bought rights out in China
or in North America. It is time to
stop this menace. We are on our
knees at the present time begging for
money and here we are disposing ot
our valuable assets for nothing. I 
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cannot go to any individual like Mr.
Foote who is now leaving the Cham'
ber, and get from him an ownership
of his timber rights or some other pro­
perty unless I pay hard cash but now
the Government of Newfoundland are
disposing of the entire oil bearing pro­
perties of Newfoundland for nothing.
If we do not get this money we are
going to the wall. As to section five
I would suggest a forfeiture of all the
Company's rights unless the condi­
tions have been fulfilled in the opinion
of the Government. (Reads.) That
means nothing. Who in the name of
the world can say what is a vigorous
prosecution and sinning of an oil well.
I suggest that it will be absolutely
subject to the approval of the Gov­
ernment. Add the words “to the sat­
isfaction of the Government.” Again
you ought not allow this Company to
transfer its rights to anyone outside
Newfoundland. When was this con­
tract signed?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
About a fortnight ago in London.
There was no execution by this Gov­
ernment nor was a representative of
Newfoundland present.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Chairman, what does
the amendment mean?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—
We only give a lease of the oil in the
land.

MR. FOX.—How did you amend it.
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I

will read it. Reads amendment.)
MR. FOX.—I do not think it proper

to lease something intangible, the
same as you lease land under the
water.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—
We can lease the water.

MR. FOX.—You are critically wrong
in leasing the oil, not the area.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
According to the Crown Lands Act
the area is .leased.

MR. FOX.—You will have to go
about it in a different way.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
You can lease the water power.

MR. FOX.—You lease the utiliza­
tion of the water power not the pow­
er itself. If you make a shipment of
petroleum to England to-morrow, you
ship part of the lease. I think Clause
5 should be placed to the prosecution
of the Colony. The action of the Gov­
ernment is absolute stubbornness on
their part; they are running their
heads into a halter. There are many
objections to this thing. It is objec­
tionable on the first principle. The
cart is placed before the horse. The
Hon. Minister now says there is no
liability on the company.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE..—I
am glad, Mr. Chairman, that the hon.
member seems to have such faith in
our oil possibilities and fears that we
are giving them away. He evidently
has not studied the oil boom of the
last few years. The Parsons’ Pond
people disposed of their shares; the
prospectors went to England and got
£100,000 of capital. They sunk it in
finding oil on areas that were non ex­
istent and the shareholders were
soaked. The Deer Lake Co. tried to
develop areas but with no result Mr.
J. D. Henry, one of the most promin­
ent oil prospectors in the world, has
been at Parsons’ Pond for years and
I would like to point out that Par­
sons’ Pond Inlet, etc., were held
as posibilities of Newfoundland but
nothing came out of them. The
Anglo Persian Oil Co. are getting what
the others left, they say they will
give 12% of their oil for it and they
can come in and pay for it. I am
only anxious to get them in. They are
not a bit too anxious to come and
may say explore the country for your­
self. I hear they are in no rush to
come and pay 12%% of the oil even
if they get it for nothing. Now we can
say whether they are sinking a well
vigorously or not. If you penalize 
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them they will become half-hearted
and probably throw up the proposition
but T hope they will find oil.

MR. FOX—Under your arrangement
the arbitration will have to go to the
Colony and will cost millions as all
other arbitrations do. They will not
consider their private arbitrator
wrong when opposed by the Govern­
ment. If there is anything on the
side it will be given to the corpora­
tion. It is done every time as the
Colony pays every time. Hon. Mr.
Warren says I have every faith in
the possibilities of Newfoundland. We
differ; lie should say Newfoundland
is flowing with oil; he is putting the
cart before the horse as usual.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—You say
the Anglo-Persian Oil Co. are getting
something great.

MR. FOX—We have some 42,000 so..
miles here in Newfoundland and we
don’t now if there is oil anywhere.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—We are
anxious to get them in to explore.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—They can
do the exploring now for nothing and
why stop them when we are anxious
to get them in.

MR. FOX—Look up the manifesto
of your leader. I recognize your Hon.
Mr. Foote never read it as you said
in your campaign you did not. Though
in the past you have failed to scan
that .important document I ask you
now to look at it and see the great
possibilities he, the Hon. Prime Min­
ister, spoke of then. You are cutting
the salaries of the civil servants; put
the money to the purpose of explor­
ing and then say we have conducted
a proper survey; tell outsiders, here
are the lands and plans of the areas.
Let them come in and develop them
but always remember that we have to
be paid for them. Don’t start at thq
wrong end. Can the Hon. Minister
tell me these people are looking for
only oil? May they not get know­
ledge of other minerals and monopo­

lize the Information; stow it away in
their vest pocket and we would re­
ceive no benefit from it because the
government professes to believe one
thing and are doing something dir­
ectly opposite. We cannot penetrate
your intelligence to show you that
you are wrong. We have sufficient
data already before us to show that
Newfoundland as an oil bearing and
mineral field is a great country. Why
not get down to work and have the
information that is necessary prepar­
ed for capitalists coming in here in­
stead of waiting for them to come
and find it out for themselves and
leaving us in ignorance of what they
find. I think in this you are going
the wrong way to Work; instead of
collecting data and getting it into the
proper department we are leaving
Newfoundland once more at the mer­
cy of speculators. In the words of
the well-known pees, we cry “wel­
come to the stranger.” I suppose
most of you hon. gentlemen on the
other side have not even read this con
tract.

MR. SAMPSON—We have it by
heart.

MR. FOX—If you have it by heart
then yon are very remiss in your
duty to the people who sent you here
if you allow it to go in its present
form. However, I will give you the
benefit of the doubt and I say that;
the hon. members on the other side
are prepared to pass this although
they do not know what it contains.
Reverting to the indecent spectacle of
the presiding officer of this Chamber
having to send out for the members
of the Assembly to come in here and
make up a quorum, gentlemen who
have so much interest in the affairs
of the country that they leave thq
House and retire to their room to
smoke cigarettes. Is that the way' tq
fulfil you obligations to your consti­
tuents. Is it not in agreement with
all the rest you have done to justify 
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your existence as members of this
Legislature? And then you cannot get
up and express an opinion. If thq
Opposition can be credited with talk­
ing too much, it can be well said of
the Government that they do not talk
enough. ■ The silence of the Govern­
ment benches is so marked that you
can feel it, but surely they can open
their ears if they cannot open their
mouths. I say, Sir, that bon. mem­
bers are derelict in their duty in for­
saking this Chamber during the con-,
sideration of such a measure as this
and I refer to it in order to safeguard
them from such conduct in the future..
Now, listen to this. I do not think I

should spoil the context by omit-
ing to read the text: (Quotes from
Coaker circular).

MR. FOX (Contd.)—He has to suf­
fer the indignity of being compared
to Mr. Coaker, the man who ruined
Newfoundland. Is that the position
he has to face to-day. It was said
some years ago by Sir Edward Mor­
ris when he took up his paper and
read an obituary notice of one of his
friends written by Judge Prowse, “It
is another terror added to death.” Is
that the position Mr. Bonar Law has
to face to-day. Added to all the ills
he has already likened to Mr. Coak­
er. I don’t think that is right. If this
Circular were coming up for discus­
sion here this afternoon, I would
move the deletion of that sentence.
With regard to the statement by Mr.
Coaker that he has to suffer Hell here
I am sure his supporters are in agree
ment with him in that matter. If we
are to judge from their frequent ab­
sence they don’t want to be here eith
er, they seem to be anxious to escape
Hell too. The point of my argument
is that it is neither conducive to your
interest in public affairs, nor consist­
ent with the obligation of the office
you have assumed that you gentlemen 

should absent yourselves so much,
but in particular it Is not fair to your
great leader, because he is great
Whether he is right or wrong he is
great. We know that when he want­
ed some money to help out his politi­
cal associates he went down to the
Treasury and took half a million dol­
lars. That was great, although it
was wrong. Mr. Hibbs the member
for Fogo did the same thing only he
got only eighty dollars. That is where
the distinction comes in. Mr. Coaker
took something worth while. Now
before I depart from my criticism of
the Government because of their in­
difference to their duties of office I
want to urge these members not to
absent themselves so frequently. Mr.
Chairman. I see that the Minister of
Justice who is the father of this bill
is absent and as I cannot discuss this
bill in his absence, I will take my
seat until his arrival.

MIN. OF JUSTICE—I understand
that the honorable member wants to
ask me a question.

MR. FOX—No, but I might want to
do so during the discussion of this
bill, and your presence is necessary.
If you are unable to remain here for
personal or public reasons, I would
suggest that the Committee rise and
report progress and ask leave to sit
again.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—That is
not necessary. Mr. Fox has been
talking of matters which have nothing
to do with the subject before the
Chair but if he will confine himself
to the matter in question, I will re­
main.

MR. SAMSON—It is up to you Mr.
Chairman to see that Mr. Fox sticks
to the subject.

MR. FOX—Surely Mr. Samson you
are not going to insinuate that the
Chairman has been lax in the per­
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formance of his duty here this after­
noon. I have found it necessary to
criticise the members of the Govern­
ment individually, but I don’t want
to have to criticise the Chairman of
the Committee in his official capaci­
ty.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I rise to
a point of order. This discussion be
tween Mr. Fox and Mr. Samson is en­
tirely out of order. It has nothing to
do with the subject, and I ask you
Mr. Chairman for a ruling.

MR. FOX—Mr. Chairman, you are
surely not going to give a decision on
this matter without hearing the pros
and cons. I had a passage-at-arms
with Mr. Samson and Mr. Warren
saw well to break in upon our little
stage play and rise to a point of or­
der. I submit that with the serious
duty that is yours that you cannot
come to a decision without hearing
both sides of the question. You can­
not say Mr. Warren is right. You
stand for justice and fair play in this
House and to give you a chance to re­
consider your decision I am going to
take my seat.

MR. HIGGINS—There are certain
obligations one owes to a colleague,
and before I am asked to vote against
Mr. Fox, I would like to hear the
point of order.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—Mr. Fox’s
remarks were not relavent. My first
point was with regard to what he said
previously in the afternoon. My last
noint was with regard to his remarks
in reply to Mr. Samson, which I claim
were out of order.

MR. HIGGINS—I want to hear the
words used by Mr. Fox, which you
take exception to.

HON. MTN. OF .JUSTICE—I refer
you to the Reporter. •

MR. HIGGINS—If those are the
words to which you were referring I 

cannot see anything the matter with
them.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—They are
irrelavent.

MR. HIGGINS—I say that Mr. Fox
was quite right. He was delivering
a quiet gentlemanly admonition to
Mr. Samson, who was himself out of
order, and as far as I can see he is
the only one who was out of order.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I don’t
agree with your decision Mr. Chair­
man. The Resolutions are about oiL
and if you read the Circular referred
to you will find that it refers to oil,
and how can Mr. Fox be out of order
when he .is discussing Resolutions
which are about oil, and this Circu­
lar which is also about oil. I think
your decision is nonsensical.

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Chairman be­
fore you comply with Mr. Warren’s
request for a ruling, I take it you
can see the nonsensical aspect of that
request. I have stated that before we
could vote on such a matter we
would have to know the point of or­
der, and we asked for the information,
and there is nothing in it. A new as­
pect has now been introduced. I want
to say here that Mr. Coaker’s opin­
ion on Fishery matters in this coun­
try is worth something. He said that
the Fishery in this country is gone.
That is his ultimatum. He said our
hope lies in new industries. We are
discussing new industries, and in the
hope that this one will amount to
something it is quite right the great­
est authority in Newfoundland on our
present industry. His opinion has
never before been questioned, and I
don’t believe it would be now if he
were here, and because he has gone
out is no reason why his opinion is
not. worth as much as ever. Mr. Fox
I think was perfectly in order. Their
friendship in the past is well-known
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They were colleagues in the Sealing
Bill, and now they are together in
oil, and I think that when Mr. Fox
looks after the oil which Mr. Coaker
so badly wants he is perfectly in or­
der.

MR. FOX—Mr. Jennings was about
to make some remark.

MR. JENNINGS—Seeing the late­
ness of the hour I will defer my re­
marks until later.

MR. FOX—Do you contemplate mov
ing that the Committee rise. I am
perfectly willing to extend the cour­
tesy of permitting you a few remarks
if you desire to make them.

MR. JENNINGS—I was just going
to refer to a verse in Holy Writ

I which says, “The fool uttereth all that
is in his mind, but the Wise Man
keepeth it in until afterwards”.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I think this
is out of order. I don’t think that a
debate on Scripture has anything to
do with oil. This is developing into

i a Comic Opera, but it is delightful to
see Mr. Warren get a little ginger in­
to him. I am very glad he woke.
Heretofore he has been a silent part­
ner in the government. He is the man
we are looking to for Law and Order
I was astonished at him. I think
something must have happened to him
He must have been to a wedding this
evening. As Mr. Jennings has been
quoting Scripture and Sir Michael
.Cashin has been trying to pour oil on
the troubled waters, I suppose it is in
order for me to congratulate the Min­
ister of Justice, on the ginger he has
shown this afternoon.'

yC ■ MR. FOX—May I express my deep
A” regret that Mr. Jennings who has

occupied such an enviable position in
our esteem, should see fit to make
such a retort to Mr. Higgins. I don’t
think he meant it, because he must
know that if he regards himself as the

Wise man that the other man must be
the fool. I don’t think Mr. Higgins
deserves that and I am sure that Mr.
Jennings did not mean to place him
in that category, and I will now take
my seat to give him a chance to re­
tract that statement.

MR. JENNINGS—I meant no re­
flection on Mr. Higgins.

MR. FOX—When Mr. Jennings got
up I felt like reminding him of anoth­
er quotation. I have a circular from
Mr. Coaker in which he talks about
Hell, and knowing that Mr. Jennings
and Mr. Coaker think as one, I felt
that his mind must be running on the
same subject, and he would naturally
think of the ruler of that region. The
quotation is "The Devil sometimes is
able to quote Scripture”. I was going
to remind him of that, but recogniz­
ing the fact that he has made amends
to Mr. Higgins I will do him the cour­
tesy of not making that remark. Now
coming back to this discussion on the
point of Order do I understand Mr.
Chairman that you are going to give
a decision on that matter without hear
ing what I have to say. Will you not
rather say to Mr. Warren” You may
be very important and have much in­
fluence, but your words do not car­
ry weight enough which would en­
title me to say you are right before I
hear the other side of the question,
therefore I will ask Mr. Fox to ad­
vance certain arguments in his favor
before I give a ruling, and I will take
my seat until you think this over. I
don’t want you to sully'your record
of the past eighteen months. You have
acquired a reputation of being equal­
led by few and surpassed by none.
and I want that record and reputation
to go down through the years sacred-
Iv and jealously guarded. You might
give a decision without weighing the
facts sufficiently but you must ask
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yourself what will the members who
will be here in twenty years time
think of that decision. The words of
great men live after them. We know

. what Caesar said when he crossed the
i Rhine, and what Napoleon said when

he crossed the Alps, and what Mr.
Coaker said when he resigned his po-
sition as Minister of Marine and Fish
cries, and we don’t want it to happen
that what Mr. Hibbs said in 1921 will
be unknown. I ask you to be cau­
tious. You are our Guide, Philoso­
pher and friend in this House.

MR. CHAIRMAN—Mr. Fox, you are
out of order now.

MR. FOX—How can I be out of or­
der when I am discussing the point
of order raised by Mr. Warren, and
supposing I were irrelevant I am
speaking in your interest, I am help­
ing you in your onerous task as Chair
man of this House. You are not alone
useful but you are ornamental. It is
a pleasure for us to look at you and
realise that not only are you in the
position of Arbitrator in this House,
but you are the personification of all
the personal graces, and that your
presence here goes a long way to­
wards enlivening what would other­
wise be a very solitary existence.

MR. CHAIRMAN—You are out of
order.

MR. FOX—Give me a chance to de­
fend myself. No man is condemned
without a chance to defend himself, I
won’t take long and then we can go
on with these Resolutions. Mr. War­
ren is unable to sustain his point of
order, and asks you to sustain it for
him. You cannot walk on both sides
of the street at once. You can sup­
port Mr. Warren and turn down an
Opposition member without a hearing

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the 

matter to them referred, had passed
the Resolutions with some amendment
and recommended that a Bill be intro­
duced to give effect to the same.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and the Bill entitled ‘‘An
Act for the Confirmation of an Agree­
ment between the Government and
the D’Arcy Exploration Company Dim
ited” was introduced and read a first
time and it was ordered that the said
bill be read a second time on to-mor­
row.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act further respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS­

TER—Mr. Speaker, when we were on
this order paper Mr. Sullivan, who
was particularly interested in this
bill, was absent. Now that he is pres­
ent I move that the House resolve it­
self into a committee of the whole on
this bill (An Act respecting the cut­
ting of pit props for certain purpos­
es).

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS­
TER—Mr. Chairman, I might again
explain that this bill is merely to con
firm certain acts done by the Gover-
nor-in-Council some time ago. I re­
cently had a session with Dr. Camp­
bell and others to determine how S19
per cord would work out, and owing
to the uncertainty of the means of
transportation it would appear that
the offer of $19.00 would be entirely
problematic. Mr. Hue was not pre­
pared to make an offer himself, and
his principals were not prepared to
make any offer that would involve tak
ing any chance. I may say that Bow­
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ring Brothers and other firms have
been interesting themselves in the
matter, and it has been handled in a
very business-like and thorough man­
ner by Mr. Turner, the Deputy Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines. The
decision that was reached at that
conference was that the government
could not see how it could work out
$4.00 per cord for delivery at that
point. Negotiations regarding the
sale are still going on.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Chair
man, I do not think that applies in
this firm that makes that offer, Munn
ft Co. of Montreal, is a good firm, and
it will he a long time before you get
such i good offer again. Bowring
Brothers have troubles of their own
with pit props and should not be ask­
ed to handle this matter. The mes­
sage stated that this offer was only
for to-day. and I think it should be
accepted without delay. I venture to
say now that you will not be able to
beat that offer in the next six months
I think it would be a great mistake
on the part of the Government not to
accept this offer.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Chairman, I
wasn’t here when this pit prop busin­
ess was discussed before the House, I
understand the government has been
offered $19.00 per cord c.i.f. At that
figure the government will lose at
least $2.00 per cord. The first cost is
$6.00, th'e cost of transportation will
be $6.00, making $14.00 so far. Added
to these must be the cost of barking
sawing in four foot lengths, and load­
ing which will amount to at least $7
more. That will make $21. This does
not include the 15 per cent, which
will be lost in barking, the exporta­
tion tax. So that the Government will
get practically nothing out of selling
at that price. If the coal strike was
not on in England I have not the
least doubt that a considerable lot
could be sold with the bark on.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Chair­
man, I do not pretend to know very
much about the pit prop business,
but do I understand that the govern­
ment is paying $6 per cord on the
bank without barking? That is the
cost on the bank is $6, the cost of
loading, etc., $7, and-the freight will
be at least $10, making altogether
$23, or a loss to the government of
$4 per cord. There is no use trusting
to Bowring Brothers to sell these pit
props. Bowrings lost a fortune on
pit props during the last two years
of the war. I think some capable
man who understands the matter
should be put right on to the job of
getting a sale for these pit props.
The quicker it is done the better for
the Colony. I do not think that the
government is going to get that of­
fer later on.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
would like to say, Mr. Speaker, that
it seems to me the suggestion of Mr.
Sullivan should be very seriously con­
sidered by the House. While as the
hon. member for St. John’s West says
it was understood for years the export
of unbarked wood was not permitted
and while we have here the A. N. D.
Co., the West Coast companies and the
Terra Nova Sulphite Co. in selected
areas, it cannot be denied that we have
spots that are unsuitable for working
as there are no water powers there and
the acreage is not such as to interest
buyers. There may be interests to
weigh against this however. It may
be difficult to sav which areas export
may be allowed from and there is need
of a careful survey and one would have
to see which would be commercially
profitable for the export of wood. It
should only be for a limited period;
Mr. Sullivan says 5 years. I do not
think any wood should be allowed to
be exported without reforestation laws.
It is time to look to the future of the
timber of the country. When Mr.
Blackstedt was here he spoke of the 
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laws of Sweden in this respect. They
are very strict and are rigorously car­
ried out. If we could utilize the fire
swept areas and those adjoining so
that reforestation would take place, if
only for 5 years; it would be highly
beneficial. In Sweden for every tree
they cut they plant 5 I think, and if we
did the same I do not think Newfound­
land would stand to lose, especially
when you remember for the next 3 or
4 years employment will be of para­
mount importance as it was during the
past winter. The selling conditions
have been unique for some time past.
There was a great demand for a time
for pulp wood. I saw a number of
telegrams and as Minister of Justice
received several myself, asking if the
export of pulpwood were allowed and
as to the law in this respect. These
came from law firms in the United
States. Newsprint was then S140 a
ton; now it is $80 or $100. Then the
mills everywhere were in full swing
but now the men are on strike. The
bottom has fallen onto f the pit prop

market because of the strike.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—It had fal­

len out before the printers’ strike.
“"HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
It was out before that strike was
thought of. I will quote the Montreal
Star to show the state of the pit prop,
pulpwood and paper markets at the
time. This utterance was brought
about by the publication issued by the
Bank of Canada. (Reads article.)

It goes on to say the outlook is fav­
orable. With these prospects in the
price of pulp and paper it is only nat­
ural to suppose the demand for paper
and wood in these mills would be
large. (Quotes article again.)

MR. SULLIVAN.—What does the
$140 mean?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
That is the price of pulp. That is a
later article than I read before. So
that when permission was given to cut
the wood to give relief in September 

last, the Government was assured of
a profitable return; despite the fact
that there was no fish regulations in
other countries but then came the
printers’ strike and since then pulp­
wood has been a drug on the market,
then came the big coal strike which
paralysed industry in England and the
props became a drug. If the props
are taken care of now the market is
bound to recover and I believe the
Government will find a way to avoid
the loss which now seems to be staring
them in the face. Mr. Sullivan brought
the subject up and I think it should be
seriously considered. Perhaps it is
outside the scope of the Bill and I may
not be right in discussing it here but
if we have reforestation I think it
would certainly be a good thing.

MR. HIGGINS.—As this was really
brought up, Mr. Chairman, by thy
question to the Hon. Prime Minister in
regard to pit props, I would like to say
a few words on it. I desire to associ­
ate myself with the line of thought
laid down by Mr. Bennett. We should
not be swept off our feet and influ­
enced to depart from the line that has
been laid down for a quarter of a cen­
tury. We hear a lot about distress but
I subscribe to the ideas of Mr. Ben­
nett as to the difference in view to be
taken as to the export from Labrador
and Newfoundland. I only suggest a
line of thought but as far as I am con­
cerned I think the idea of pulp mills
on Labrador is crazy. I think export­
ation from Labrador is a totally dif­
ferent proposition than from Newfound­
land, It is not a matter of distress
and I think the best way to view it is
if there are certain areas practicable
for pulp, let these only be considered.
I approach the matter in the same spir­
it as Mr. Bennett and do not wish to
be misunderstood. There is much
force in the contention of the member
for Placentia but I trust that the Gov­
ernment, if they take up the proposi­
tion, will remember that the men on 
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the Opposition side approach it with
some bias, Labrador No 1 will be a
distinct proposition. The season is
too short to have mills there. As to
Newfoundland, we have been hearing
of her water powers but we should
tread warily. Five years will do a lot
of destruction and I think the member
for Placentia will agree with me that
there is not sufficient intelligent in­
formation as to the timber possibilities
or water powers to warrant us in com­
ing here and deciding this thing right
off. There is no one here can say that
certain areas should be allowed for
export purposes. I think Mr. Bennett
has struck the right note and I hope
the Government will understand that
this is not a policy of the Opposition,
that the party is not committed to it,
and I think the member for Placentia
will see that. No matter how much
we would like to see it, the matter is
too heavy a one. There is no data
available. I know of fakirs selling
timber limits that amounted to ponds;
their only cruising was done up and
down Water St. and I don’t think we
should be guided by that kind of in­
formation. The export I trust will be
dealt with under a separate Bill and J
hope we will have extra data when the
Bill will be brought down.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I notice, Mr.
Chairman, that the Hon. Attorney Gen­
eral has tried to be clear as to the
Government’s stand last year. There
is no need of him explaining the posi­
tion to the Opposition. They contract­
ed for $6, what they thought a fair
price, with pulp up in the air and the
props badly wanted, but I don’t think
there will be so many soakers as here
in selling them, even as wharf shores.
Bowring Bros, have been almost clean­
ed out and others have also lost heavi­
ly. Here’s the whole thing in a nut­
shell.' You agreed to cut and take the
props on the bank at $6 a cord. The
result is you cannot ask a different fig­
ure now—now you can’t get them away 
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for $6. They are not worth cutting. If
the Government loses $130,000, they
did the work with good intentions, but
it looks to me they will not be worth
cutting and exporting for years to
come. You can’t attempt it with bene­
fit to the Colony. I fully agree with
Mr. Bennett and Mr. Higgins. I do
not think it would be profitable to try
and export them; even if we do lose
them by fires it would be better. As
to paper mills on the Labrador I don’t
see how they can be worked there ef­
fectively as there is only 4 months for
shipping from that coast. The Min­
ister of Public Works and Capt. Jones
know that navigation is open there on­
ly 4 months. Nobody wants to go there
to cut pit props. The great lesson we
got is that what the Government un­
dertook last year with the best inten­
tions, has proved a total failure, that’s
the answer.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I would like
to say one more word, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Sullivan is perfectly right, it is
not our stand to favour the proposi­
tion, it is not our position to oppose
it. What will we do with it if we do
not export it. It will be there for hun­
dreds of years till it burns or blows
down and we will get nothing out of
it. If anyone goes into this business
of barking they will have the proper
machinery and it will be cut in stand­
ard size. I don’t see why we should
oppose it because it was done before.
And I will go further and say I think
a Bill should be introduced to amend
the Crown Land’s Act so that in the
case of anyone holding property and
not developing or working it within a
reasonable period, it should revert to
the Government. I know of cases in
St. George’s where men have land tied
up so tightly that they will not even
give their sons enough to build on. The
whole Crown Land’s Act should be put
through this House and remodelled.
With regard to the operation of mills
there are thousands of places where
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such cannot be carried on but if the
people in.these places want to cut the
timber let them do it and I will sup­
port it.

MR. WALSH.—I think, Mr. Chair­
man, the policy of establishing mills
is very commendable but as I have-
already pointed out there are different
areas where there is not water or suf­
ficient timber for mills and while 1
am in favor of such places as Grand
Falls I do not favor the export of the
raw material. But such places are
very few. At Black Rivef a whole lot
of capital was lost and there is now
nothing there but the skeleton of the
plant. Sufficient timber was not found
near the mill to warrant going ahead
as at first intended, and other places
are the same. In Placentia and For­
tune Bays there are areas with timber
not sufficient for the operation of mills
but the people there would be glad
of the work of cutting it. The Govern­
ment should remember that we are
passing through a period that is unique,
the handling of pit props is tied up
owing to the mines in England and
Wales being tied up and the demand
is not such at present as it may be
in the future. Now, I think the sug­
gestion made by Mr. Higgins, Mr. Ben­
nett and Sir John Crosbie to go slow in
this matter is a very commendable one
but in the meantime we should not
allow the House to close until we have
all the information—and I am sure
sufficient can be gleaned for the pur­
pose—to enable us to bring in a Bill
that is hedged around with those safe­
guards that will prevent destruction
but at the same time give sufficient
employment to our people to keep them
from want in times like the present.
In the early days of the session Sir
John Crosbie asked fire protection and
was informed that $40,000 extra had
been spent the past year which sum
was to combat fires that were sending
up in flames thousands of dollars
worth of our most valuable timber. It 
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is all very well for hon. members to
say that what has been cut the past
winter has been destroyed but the fact
must not be lost sight of that the cut­
ting of that timber prevented much
want in various sections of the coun­
try. The mines of Great Britain re­
quire much of this kind of timber and
we are able to supply it for an indefi­
nite period if reforestation is carried
out. I understand that the Grand Falls
Mills have tried that but as Mr. Sulli­
van has said, these people have so
much available material already that
they do not care much whether they
go into this extensively or not. An­
other point is that timber cut in Pla­
centia Bay and vicinity is not easily
available for the Mills because it is
cheaper to ship a cord of pulp wood to
the Old Country than it is to ship it
to Grand Falls. In closing I would
say that my only desire is that the
people will get the best possible out of
any policy that might be pursued and
the Government would do well to con­
sider this thoroughly. We have heard
much of the Labrador areas but it must
be remembered that people on the oth­
er side will not spend money on this
isolated section while they can work
the South West.Coast which is open to
navigation all the year around. I want
to assure the Chair and the House that
if a Bill drafted along the lines sug­
gested is brought in it will have my
hearty support provided it has such
safeguards as I have previously men­
tioned.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act to amend the Election
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Act. 1913” was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to
a Committee of the Whole House on
to-morrow.

Second Reading of Bill to Amend
the Election Act.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, this is the Women’s
Franchise Act. As a result of a meet­
ing between myself and a delegation
of ladies interested in this matter I
learned that they were of the unani­
mous opinion that the age limit for
women voters should be placed at
twenty-live. But for one dissenting
voice, these ladies were also of the
opinion that the Act should be con­
fined to giving women the vote while
one of the number was of the opinion
that they should not be debarred from
being eligible as candidates. She was,
however, outvoted. The construction
of this Act is very simple, merely pro­
viding that women over the age of
twenty-iive and of sound understand­
ing should be qualified to vote as men
do at present, and in no other way.
They will not be qualified to stand aq
members of the House of Assembly
nor will they be eligible to become
members of the Legislative Council,
so far as I am aware. In England the
age limit is thirty while there are cer­
tain qualifications but in our Act there
are no property qualifications and they
must only be of sound understanding
as in the case of men and twenty-
live years old. As this Bill meets with
entire approval and as woman fran­
chise is a recognized principle of
political science, I have much plea­
sure in moving that it be read a sec­
ond time.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Speaker,
1 do not quite agree with the Hon.
Prime Minister that this Bill is a sim­
ple one; in my opinion it is a very
important one.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
quite agree with the hon. gentleman
that it is of the utmost importance. I 
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said that the Bill was simple in con­
struction.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I am opposed
to the principle of the measure in its
entirety and I do not think that this
House in Its present form has any
right to deal with a matter of so far-
reaching importance, in short, I dq
not think that it is competent for us
to amend the constitution of the coun­
try and if we do so to the extent of
doubling the number of electors we
are over-stepping our powers. I do
not say that it is not legal for us to
do it but I do say that it is not ethical
that we should deal with a matter of
this kind without submitting it to the
people. There is no more reason why
we should pass the measure this year
than last when it was so artistically
given a six months hoist. If therq
was danger in passing it last year it
is doubly so now. When we go to the
country next year it will be no time
for experiments of this kind, there
will be business of far graver import­
ance to engage our attention. It will
be hard enough, moreover, for the men
of the country to give proper consid­
eration to the questions that will have
to be submitted to them instead of
putting them to people who have no
political experience whatever. This is
not a matter of sentiment; it is not
enough to say that women should have
the vote; it is not sufficient that there
should be but a negative good front
a thing of this kind and unless any
hon. member can rise to his feet here
and say that the granting of the fran­
chise to women has done good else­
where, I will not be convinced that
we should consider it. Now, why was
this Bill introduced? Simply because
we have petitions here from a number
of women and the manner in which thq
signatures to many of these petitions
were obtained is sufficient to warrant
our accepting them -with the greatest
reluctance. Some of the women who
signed them actually thought they 
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were signing something to reduce the
high cost of living and before the Bill
goes through I shall produce the
names if necessary. Then take the
number of signatures on these peti­
tions; there is no indication that the
majority of the women of the country
want the franchise as there are only
seven thousand signatures altogether
and perhaps twenty-five per cent, of
these are men. I can easily underi
stand how men came to sign these
petitions, many men would not care
to refuse any request of a lady and
others would simply take the line of
least resistance. We have no manj
date from the people to do this nor
have we a request from either the wo­
men or the men to change the con­
stitution.

Now, there was a petition presented
to this House containing twenty thou­
sand names asking for a modification
of the Prohibition Act. These werq
certified signatures but the very men
who refused to touch the petition
with a forty-foot pole come in now
and say that we ought to pass this
Bill which is the result of a petition
containing seven thousand names,
many of which were obtained by
doubtful methods. Where is the con­
sistency of this? I do not believe that
the Prohibition Act should be am­
ended on the strength of a petition
but I do think that twenty thousand
signatures are sufficient to have the
matter put to a vote and the same
thing should be done in the case of
the Women Suffrage measure and let
the men vote on it as well as the wo­
men?. We are told that the women
have the vote in England and that
they have women as members of par­
liament. That is true, but I think
this country can do very well without)
a Lady Astor. We are also told that
they have the vote in Australia and
Canada but that is no reason why
they should have it here. I do not
believe in the theory of following the 

crowd. I was going to say that I had
seen the suffragettes in England in
their natural state, but I did see them
there when they set fire to the letter
boxes and caused other destruction of
property as a means of gaining their
ends and I had the pleasure of hearing
Mrs. Pankhurst. I believe that the
members of Parliament in England al­
lowed the measure go through be­
cause they were actually Intimidated
into doing so and as soon as they got
the women in the House they saw the
folly of ever having permitted it.

Another argument that is put for­
ward in support of the contention that
women should have their vote is that
of their war record but I do not see
how people can allow their minds to
become so warped. A woman who
would make an excellent Red Cross
nurse might be hopeless as a politic­
ian. Now, I wish to say that I in­
tend to oppose this Bill at every stage
and especially when it comes into
committee. It is not that I think wo­
men are not good enough for the vote,
it is rather that I think the vote is
not good enough for women. When
we come to equal rights for women,
I believe that the women themselves
would be the very first to object to the
principle when they realized what it
really meant. Equal rights would
mean that one would no longer need
an introduction to a lady to address
her because one does not need an in­
troduction to a man if he gets on
board a train and wishes to enter in­
to conversation with him. He simply
drops down beside him and starts
talking and if the same thing applied
to women all a man need do would
be to sit down and start talking to the
first pretty girl he saw, regardless of
whether he knew her or not. The
same way a man would no longer
give a iady his seat in a tram if it
happened to be filled because I an)
sure I would not give my seat in a
car to any lion, member of this House, 
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nor should I raise my hat to him If I
met him on the street but I do take
off my hat to ladies of my acquaint­
ance. The thing Is hopeless and I
know the women themselves would be
long sorry to see it work out to that
extreme.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled, “An Act to amend the Lav]
Society Act” was read a second time
and it was ordered that it be referred
to a Committee of the Whole Housq
on to-morrow.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Mr. Speaker, in moving the Second
Reading of this Bill I may say, that
although it appears to be a long am­
endment, it is put in that shape in
order to make it as clear and as ex­
plicit as possible. It is the sole pur­
pose of the amendment to provide that
any Law Student who has served in
Uie Forces of the Crown during the
War should have his period of service
as a Law Student or Articled Cleric
shortened in each case by a year. The
Bill is in line with similar Bills in­
troduced in other British Colonies by
Law Societies. In brief the whole
amendment amounts to this: Any
Student at Law or Articled Clerk,
who, during his period of service, left
his Articles and went to the War as
a soldier should have a year taken off
his articles; further, any one who has
served in the Army and who, since
the war, has decided to study Law
shall have a year taken off. By run­
ning through the Act it will be notic­
ed that only section 50 and 53 o£ the
Law Societies Act are the sections
amended.

Sub-Section one of Section 50 re­
mains the same, except for the addi­
tion of the following words: “Provid­
ed, however, that the Law Society in
case of Students of the Law who have
served with the Forces of the Crown,
may at their discretion reduce such
term of five years to any term not 

less than three years.” The addition
of these three lines is made to the oth­
er sub-sections two and three of sec­
tion 50, but there is no other change.

Sub-sections one, two and three ofl
Section 53 are amended in the same
fashion and adding the words “Pro­
viding, however, etc.” The rest of the
Act is exactly the same as it stands
on our Statute to-day. I have, there­
fore, much pleasure in moving the
Second Reading of this Bill.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled "An Act to amend the War
Measures Act, 1914.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

Mr. Chairman, I might say that thq
Bill, as now in Committee, is some­
what different from the way it reads
in Second Reading. After conferring
with certain members of the Opposi­
tion, certain changes were made in
the Bill to meet certain contingencies
that may arise, so that this is the fin­
al draft of the Bill made by the Soli­
citor of the House and with the con­
currence of the Opposition. My Hon.
friend, Mr. Higgins, senior member
for St. John’s East, will be able to
check the accuracy of my statements
as I proceed. In 1914 an Act was
passed and under three operative sec­
tions, Nos. 6, 10 and 11 vesting in the
Governor-in-Council certain specific
authority to be used in certain speci­
fic cases. In 1916 an Act was passed
amending section 6 of the 1914 Act.
Section 6 was struck out altogether
and replaced by section 2 of the 1916
Act, and a more powerful section.
This Bill has the effect of repealing
sections 6, 10 and 11 of the 1914 Act
and section 2 of the 1916 Act, and
which repeal covers all the operative
sections of the Act and takes out of 
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the hands o£ His- Excellency the Gov-
ernor-in-Council all the executive and
active powers formally vested in them,
under the Act. All the other section:,
of the Act remain the same, because
they only deal with the carrying out
of what has been done regularly anti
legally, prior to this date, by the Ex­
ecutive Government.

MR. HIGGINS.—Instead of cancel­
ling the Act entirely, you cancel^ only
the empowering sections. At the same
time it strikes me that, under section
8, the power is still left in the hands
of the Governor-ln-Council.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
We can meet the views of the Hon.
Member by providing that the Depart­
ment of Justice can have no power un­
der that Act. As a matter of fact
there is no power in existence under
that Act.

MR. HIGGINS—With, regard to the
idea of protecting the Colony at large
or indemnifying anyone against some
thing that has already been done, I
cannot see how any person can suf­
fer in law, even with this Act not in
existence.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—But there
would be no machinery by which a
man's claim could be substantiated,
if the entire Act was repealed. The
Act itself never contemplated that
any more than the operative sections
should be wiped out. They did It by
Proclamation in Canada.

MR. HIGGINS—I cannot see why
this whole thing should not be wiped
out and let us get clear of this War
Measures Act altogether.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I think
that it would be unwise to do so and
I do not think it would do any good.

MR. HIGGINS—Nor do I think it
could do any harm.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—You may
take away some rights that a man
has.

MR. HIGGINS—Under this War
Measures Act a man gets no rights 

at all. As a matter of fact there are
no claims outstanding I don’t think.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—There
might be.

MR. HIGGINS—Even if there was,
a man’s defence will hold good sup­
posing this Act is repealed to-night.
If something was done ten years ago
under the Law at that time and cer­
tain steps are taken now by a man
and a claim is made, surely his right
is not taken away and surely his de­
fence is good to-day, even with the
elimination of this entire War Meas­
ures Act. Personally I oppose the
Act in its present form. It is the one
thing on which we have debated con
siderably in the early part of the
session. I do not like to have skele-
tons or relics on the Statute Book
that may mean nothing on the sur­
face, but that may conceal something
I think the Prime Minister .should
give this matter more serious thought
and bring in a straight Bill repealing
the whole War Measures Act.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—When
this matter came up I went into it and
found that in Canada they had exact­
ly the same Act there. They care­
fully issued a Proclamation and wip­
ed out all the empowering clauses, as
contemplated when the Act was pas­
sed, but left in everything that was
not empowering and they must have
done it under advice and for some
reason. The main thing that I had in
view was that these particular claus­
es of our Act should have been can­
celled by Proclamation, as intended
when this Act was passed. In 1916
the Legislature passed an Act that
the empowering clauses should have
a further period of six months after
the Proclamation, whereas the 1914
Act should have been cancelled up­
on the issuance of the Proclamation.
Supposing if we wiped out this Act
to-morrow and that the Governor-in-
Council had done something at some
previous time, under the authority of 
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the Act, and before this indemnifica­
tion clause was taken out, what plea
would you have to a claim?

MR. HIGGINS—The claim holds
good even after the Act is repealed,
as I have already pointed out. Any­
thing we do from this moment will be
perfectly legal and will neither im­
pair or benefit any injury done pre­
viously under the War Measures Act.
I do not think that we should be
guided by what was done in Canada
nor do I see any reason why we
should; but I see no reason why this
whole War Measures Act should not
go out lock, stock and barrel. I think
that the Hon. Minister of Justice is
too good a lawyer to admit that it is
sound and logical for us to do some­
thing because Canada did it. We are
going to repeal the Fish Act, under the
War Measures Act,—and surely no
one will contend that there could not
bo numerous claims under that act
according to the argument of the
Minister—then why not repeal them
all at the same time? Let us bury
them outright in the name of God.
The war is over and I think it is
time for this War Measures Act to be
over too.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on to-morrow.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Speaker. I
would like to call the attention of the
Prime Minister to question 14 of Or­
der Paper, June 3rd. I have not yet
received the answer.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
will look into that.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Speaker
With your permission I would like to
ask the Prime Minister to give Mr.
O’Rielly instructions with reference 

to guarantete respecting my district.
Up to this afternoon Mr. O’Rielly
said he had no instructions whatev­
er. I would like to know when the
guarantee of money be forthcoming.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
The morning after we had a discus­
sion in the House arrangements were
made regarding your district -md an­
other district. I will ask the Minister
of Public Works to explain what hap­
pened. He got the communication
from me.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—All the road
money is spent and considerable re­
lief was given thereby.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—It
appears that we have to take this case
up as an entirely new proposition. In
all the other districts the arrangement
was that one-third of their road
grants -was to be put up as a guaran­
tee.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—You got no re­
turns from the other districts re road
money, but in my district it is a dif­
ferent matter. We got returns for
our road money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—The
programme was this. The district put
up one-third of their per capita grant
and the first loss in connection with
the guarantee was to be borne out of
the district grant.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—This is the first
time I have heard of this arrangement

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
That was the arrangement made with
Placentia district four weeks ago. The
total guarantee was $75,000 and $25,-
000 was the amount they had to put
up against loss.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—But we are re­
ceiving returns from our road grants.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Question
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn until
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to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly. •

TUESDAY, June 7th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, I
beg to present a petition from Rev.
George Patten and others asking that
a small sum of money be set aside as
annual grant to pay for a ferry on
Come by Chance Gut. At present the
people are unable to get from one side
to the other unless through the court­
esy of some neighbour. I have much
pleasure in presenting this petition,
and ask that it be referred to the De­
partment of Marine and Fisheries.

MR. SINNOTT.—Mr. Speaker, I have
much pleasure in giving this petition
my hearty support.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker, I
would like to call the Prime Minis­
ter’s attention to question number 8
on the Order Paper of May 30.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, in answer to the hon.
gentleman I might say that the Gov­
ernment did not at any time inaugur ­
ate any modification or correction in
the Fish Regulations. An Advisory
Board, appointed by the trade and the
Government, had all to do with the
carrying out of the Regulations and
making any corrections that it thought
necessary. Owing to various substi­
tutions taking place some members
going out of the country, the personal
of the Board was constantly changing,
and the opinion of the Board would
of course change with the personnel,
But every action taken by the Com­
mittee of Council was on the recom­
mendation of the Board. No recom-
medations were made by the Gov-
ernor-in-Councll in the first instance,
nor did the Governor-in-Council in­

augurate, modify, or remove any re­
gulations.

MR. MOORE asked the Minister of
Shipping to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing how much
it was paid Messrs. Bowring Bros.,
Ltd., by the trip, the week, the month
or the year for the wharfage of the
Government steamers, how much was
paid them for other services in the
same way in connection with the use
of Bowring premises for these boats.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN asked the
Hon. the Prime Minister, in the ab­
sence of the Minister of Finance and
Customs, to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing the am­
ount of customs revenue collected for
the eleven months ending May 31st of
the fiscal years 1918-19, 1919-20 and
1920-21 and of the total revenue for
the eleven months in each of these
years.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the atten­
tion of Hon. the Prime Minister to
this statement in the circular issued
by the President of the F. P. U. on
April 22nd and published in the Ev­
ening Telegram, in which Mr. Coak­
er states that “the Government is
working out a plan to help outfit
schooners so as to get all possible
away fishing,” and to ask what was
the nature of the said policy, and what
practical steps were made to give it
effect and why was nothing done in
this important matter until nearly a
month later the opposition party rais­
ed this matter in the House and only
then did the Government take any
steps to put this policy into force?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Agriculture and Mines
if it is correct that the Government
has rejected the proposition of Mr. F.
H. Hue for the purchase by him of
the pit props cut for relief work last
winter and is negotiating with Mr. E.
Collishaw for the sale of the same
and, if so, and the negotiations are in
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writing to lay on the Table o£ the
House copies of the letters and, if not,
to table a statement of the basis on
which the negotiations are proceed­
ing.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Public Works if it is correct
that the Government has decided to
leave a large section of the Tubercu­
losis Sanitorium vacant on the ground
that there is scarcity of money to
operate it, although there are scores
of people applying for admission, and
if so, cannot the Government econom­
ise in other directions rather than to
persist in the inhuman policy of de­
nying medical aid to suffering human­
ity: and also that I wil ask him on
to-morrow to lay on the Table a state­
ment showing the total number of
patients who can be accommodated in
the Sanatorium and the total num­
ber at present there, the total cost;
per month of the institution, the cost
per day of each patient and the in­
creased cost per month which would
follow from admitting the patients
necessary to fill up all the beds?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Minis­
ter of Public Works to lay on the
Table a statement showing the am­
ount received per month since the be­
ginning of the year as fees from pati­
ents admitted to the General Hospital
under the terms of the notification
published in the newspapers last De­
cember by the Board of Governors
that every patient after January 1st
would have to pay a fee of ?1.00 per
day?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
as Chairman of the Railway Commis­
sion if any of the coal from the mine
at. South Branch which is being oper­
ated by the Government, has been used
in any of the coastal steamers on that
section of the coast and if so to lay
on the Table of the House copies of
the reports of the engineers of the 
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steamers using the same with refer­
ence to its quality?

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if the Government has re­
ceived any notification from the Reid
Newfoundland Company of the inten­
tion of that Company to call for an ar­
bitration in regard to the new situa­
tion created by the Government,
through its Railway Commission,'par­
ticipating in the operation of the rail­
road system during the current fiscal
year and it so what action has the
Government taken or does it propose
to take in regard to this claim for an
arbitration if such has been put for­
ward and if any correspondence has
taken place between the Reid New­
foundland Company and the Govern­
ment and, if so, to lay on the Table
of the House a copy of the same.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice to lay on the Table
of the House the following informa­
tion: If Robt. Rice, J.P., N.P., of
Twillingate, is a British subject and
if not why was he made a Justice of
the Peace?

MR. SULLIVAN asked the Minister
of Public Works (a) Is the motor fer­
ry service between Branch and St.
Joseph’s to be operated this year? (b)
Are tenders being asked for said ser­
vice? (c) If tenders have been asked
for and received, to lay on the Table
of the House copies of all such tend­
ers and all correspondence in connec­
tion with said services.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—As to
question one. In reply, to the hon.
member I would like to say that ac­
cording to the agreement between the
Government and Bowring Bros., it has
to pay three hundred dollars monthly
for the rental of their premises, in­
cluding their store on the South Side
in which is stored coal, etc. That is
the only agreement existing between
the Government and the party in
question.
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SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—What does
that cover?

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—That
covers the cost of sending any ship
whatever by the Government to tho
premises in question.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
to question two. I will take this up
with the Assistant Collector and will
probably have the reply soon.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
to question three. As to the matter
to which reference is made, out of the
five hundred dollars appropriated for
Public Works came the money for this
matter which was supplemented by
the general arrangement subsequent­
ly reached. As to the circular dated
the 22nd of April 1921, it has refer­
ence to the idea of the appropriation
of a sum to enable the fishermen to
get supplies.

As to question four. Mr. Hue’s pro­
position has not been rejected nor has
it been withdrawn. There has been
no negotiations with Mr. Collishaw as
to the matter to which reference is
made. It was pointed out he would
not pay more than three dollars per
cord and he was asked to get in touch
with his principals. The difficulty is
largely due to the fact that the cords
are required to be cut into four feet
lengths. An effort has been made to
get a figure from various contractors.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
As to question five. The reply is being
prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It is important
that we should get an answer prompt­
ly to this question. There-are at the
present time one or two patients at
the General Hospital who should be
inmates of the Tuberculosis Sanitor-
ium. I understand from the Superin­
tendent there is more room for other
inmates. I think that very singular.
You built that institution for the ac­
commodation of suffering humanity. I
hope it is not held up for the want of
funds. I would like to get an an­

swer very soon. It is time to have
the Tuberculosis hospital put into
shape. I would like to hear from the
Minister in charge as to the intentions
of the Government in the matter. Dr.
Keegan cannot look after these pati­
ents. They ought to be under the sup­
ervision of Dr. Rendell. There is
room for forty beds in there according
to him and there are hundreds of ap­
plications.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS—
The hon. gentleman knows this is no
part of the question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I want the
Minister to understand that these pati­
ents came in from my district, and I
was instrumental in getting them in.

MR. MOORE.—I was down at the
Hospital, as I was brought there by
one of the patients, and it was pitiful
tc hear one of them, a woman, crying
that nothing could be done there for
her. I lang up Dr. Rendell and he
said the old ward was filled top butj
there was further room for forty beds
and it was up to the Government to
take action.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
As to question six. Tn reply to the
bon. member to section 16, of the Gen­
eral Hospital Act, Vol. 1, Con. Stats.
This applies to the whole question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It cannot ap­
ply to the whole question.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Al­
though there is no reason why I
should answer this question yet I will
read on behalf of the Minister, sec­
tion 16 of the Act. It provides as
follows, (Reads). I might say there
are no fees in existence.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I would like
to draw your attention to the ques­
tion on the order paper. Here it is
(reads). The Minister cannot offer
me that as an explanation. He used
to be a very straight man but he is
learning to be like the rest of them
and twist it whenever he can.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—I
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again refer the hon. gentleman to that
section. The question has nothing to
do with the Department of Public
Works.

MR. HIGGINS.—Why did you not
say so before? You ought not to have
monkeyed with law. You did not
know till now what that section pro­
vided.

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—Yes
I did and I must take the credit for
that. I read this Act over several
times. The point I wanted to make
was that the entire business of the
imposition of fees, etc., and the col­
lection of the same did not apply to
the Department of Public Works. The
Finance Department handles all this.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
I am pro tern the Minister of Finance
and Customs I will reply that no fees
have been collected to date. The no­
tice was published by the Board of
Governors but still no change has tak­
en place.

Question 7. I have asked the Secre­
tary of the Railway Commission, Mr.
Hall, to prepare that information.

Question 8. No communication has
been received from the Reid New­
foundland Company in this connec­
tion.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—As
to question 9. I do not know whether
Robert Rice is a British subject or
not. If it is found he is not, his Com­
mission will be cancelled." The ap­
pointment was made upon the recom­
mendation of Mr. Jennings, the senior
member for the district. He was born
in Twillingate and is the son of a
former magistrate of Greenspond and
consequently is a native of Newfound­
land as far as I know.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—You will find
that he is a naturalized American citi­
zen.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.-
Question 10. I beg to table the reply.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—On
yesterday when we were in Com­

mittee ot the Whole on the War Mea­
sures Act. 1911,. Mr. Higgins discus­
sed the matter with the Attorney Gen­
eral and I suggest that we go into
Committee of the Whole on tihs bill
and have a select committee appoint­
ed. I move that the House resolve it­
self into a Committee of the Whole on
this Bill and have it referred to a
select committee.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS­
TICE.—The committee cannot refer it
to a select committee.

MR. HIGGINS.—Amend the motion.
Pursuant to Order and on motion of

Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act further respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber,”
was read a third time and passed, and
it was ordered that it be engrossed,
being entitled as above, and that it be
sent to the Legislative Council with
a message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
that the House resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole to consider
the Bill entitled "An Act to amend the
War Measures Act, 1914.” It was
moved in amendment that the said Act
be referred to a Select Committee,
which amendment was adopted, and it
was so ordered.

Mr. Speaker appointed Hon. the
Minister of Justice and Mr. Higgins
to be the Select Committee.

Pursuant to Order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Com­
mittee of the Whole to consider the
Bill entitled "An Act to Amend the
Law Society’s Act.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed tl^e Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pas­
sed the Bill without amendment.
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On motion this report was received

and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion o£
Hon. the Minister o£ Justice, the Bill
entitled “An Act to confirm an Agree'
ment between the Government and the
D’Arcy Exploration Company, Limit­
ed,” was read a second time and it
was ordered that it be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—On

the last day when we were in Com­
mittee of the Whole on the Estimates,
I gave a summary of the various de­
partments. Each departmental head
will handle his own work as we ap­
proach the estimates and in the ab­
sence of the Minister of Finance and
Customs it is necessary for me to
give the information as an amateur
with reference to this department. On
the first page special Statute provides
for the vote. On page two we come
to the detailed work of the depart­
ment and the changes are found on
page four. Page four provides that
there shall be a salary for one in­
spector of railroads instead of two as
heretofore and consequently the sum
of twenty-two hundred and eighty dol­
lars is reduced by one-half. Mr. Liddy
resigned. Page is the interest on the
Public Debt.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Before the
passing of these votes, I would like to
go back to the loan which we passed
a few days ago at the request of the
Government but rather hurriedly, and
point out that this loan cost this Col-
only an enormous sum of money. Ij
quoted the other day from an adver­

tisement in a New York Paper. (Reads) _
This is a matter of record. I would
like to first remind the House that
previous to the putting of this Loan
on the market no tenders were called
for which is a very unusual procedure
and one which has cost this Colony a,
quarter of a million dollars. That
Loan should have been put on the
market as the two loans in 1919,
which procedure called for tenders for
the required amount in the United
States, Canada and Newfoundland.
The tenders were received from sev­
eral financial firms in the United
States and Canada. The tenders were
opened here in St. John’s on a certain
day as set out in the advertisement in
the presence of the agents of the sev­
eral firms which tendered for the
loan, and in the presence of the Fi­
nance Minister and his Solicitor, ami
the lowest tender was taken, and that
loan cost this country ?135,000 or
thereabouts. The loan was closely fig­
ured on by the financial firms and the
competition was keen, the firm secur­
ing the raising of the loan being
Wood, Gundy and Company of Can­
ada. I understood from its represent­
ative who visited here some time ago
that the firm lost a considerable sum
in the matter of that Loan. That was
no business of the Government of that
day. And I want to point out to this
House and the country at large that
we asked for information from the
Acting Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms first for the financial statement
furnished for this new Loan, and sec­
ondly if there were any tenders for

the Loan,if I may so call it,and the an­
swer we received was that no finan­
cial statement was handed out to any
company or firm in Canada and the
United States. On asking the Prime
Ministre why he did not ask for tend­
ers re this loan, he said the reason,
was that if they did so, they thought
the opposition agents would make iff
so hot for the Government that it was 
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doubtful according to his statement if
they would get a loan to meet the
country’s financial obligations. That
excuse is not good enough for this
House or this country. The country
has to pay the piper. The Ioan out­
lined by the Prime Minister in the ab­
sence of the Finance Minister was
closed on the figure announced to this
House, namely at 98%. We were get­
ting 98% for every hundred cents on
the basis of the terms of the loan
which was according to the rate of ex­
change on the day when the loan was
passed over to this country whether
the rate was ten, fifteen or twenty.
But I want to tell the House that we
have lost, in my opinion, a quarter
of a million dollars, in as much as
previous to the taking up of it in New
York we were receiving from 104 to
108 for our 6% bonds payable in New
York. Now we find here in this ad­
vertisement that this firm of under­
writers have been undertaking this at
88 as announced by the Prime Min­
ister or in other words in New York
funds, we have received 88 for this
loan at 12% here in Newfoundland,
giving us 98%. Well now here is the
position, the underwriters of this loan
first asked 88 in New York making a>
difference between 88 and 100; then
the underwriters published this adver­
tisement to the public of the United
States and said we have $6,000,000 on
hand to sell Newfoundland fifteen
years bonds at 6%% making 5% on

-the transaction. Now I ask any mem­
ber on the other side to take his pen­
cil and figure on $6,000,000 at 5% and
he will find that the underwriters
first put aside for themselves $330,000.
Now yon say they are selling them
at 93%, a god investment 15 years
from now payable in gold. In the
meantime there is 6%% interest pay­
able in New York funds. They will
make six and three-eights profit. First
figure 5 3-8 for themselves, then they
induce others to purchase the bonds 
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after making $330,000 and then their
customers here are floating these fif­
teen year six and one-half bonds pay­
able in New York funds. The cus­
tomer purchases these bonds and the
sum total of the amount made by the
broker and by the customer on this
transaction is the difference between
88 and 100 in New York funds, or 12%
on $6,000,000, equals $720,000. First
we have to substract from this loan
that sum and then yearly pay 6%%,
We are getting there 98%. Before we
put this on the market we were get­
ting here for our Newfoundland 6%
bonds, 108 in United States and Can­
ada, and I claim, if that loan of $6,-
000,000 was raised in the proper way
as Lord Morris did and likewise the
two loans I raised in Canada, this
Colony would be a quarter of a mil­
lion dollars better off. Take the firm
of Wood, Gundy & Company who un­
derwrote this loan of 1919. This firm
was looking round, hungry for busi­
ness but it never heard a word of this
new loan till it was signed, sealed
and delivered in New York, and the
Yankeas put it all over us.

The only excuse that is given is
that if the Government had put this
loan on the market and made the fact
known to the world that we were
looking for it, the terrible men of the
Opposition would have painted such
pictures of depression and of the
country's position financially that no­
body would touch it. That might
sound very well but it is not busi­
ness; that is not the way to raise a
loan, it is not the way we raised loans
when 1 was in the Finance Depart­
ment. We advertised in the Canadian
and American papers for the last loan
we raised and we received tenders
from the various financial concerns,
The agents of these concerns met in
the Finance Office where in the pre­
sence of them and the Minister of Fi­
nance the tenders were opened and
the lowest one accepted, and even 



626 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
though I do say it myself, that wag
the cheapest and best loan ever float­
ed in Newfoundland. In this case ev­
en that $720,000 does not cover the
loan and I take it upon myself to ask
the Government if that is good
enough. To get one man down herq
from the United States and whisper in
bis ear that, we want a loan and to
give away as was done here $720,000>
it is not decent and the Prime Minis­
ter is not doing justice to himself. He
is laying himself open to suspicion
and to criticism and then he tells this
House that he got this money for 98
but with the exchange at 12 we lose
$720,000 and then we are told that
only for the Opposition the Govern­
ment would have done this thing in a
business like manner. However, it is
only in keeping with the other things
they have done. Just imagine the
Prime Minister trying to stuff it down
our throats that he did not furnish
the agent with a financial statement.
True he did not furnish him with a,
statement of the country’s present fi­
nancial standing and the reason for
this was that he started to float this
loan in January while he was in New
York. He handed out. to the different
firms then the statement that we
handed him when we handed over the
Government, a statement for the fis­
cal year ending June 30th, 1920, but
they never saw the financial state­
ment for the period from 1920 to date;
the Prime Minister was wary enough;
for that and I will give him credit for
it. He was trying to cover up hia
tracks but he cannot cover them up
where I am. He was ten months in
office and he hands out a statement
that he received from us when he took
over the Government and it was on
that statement that the loan was rais­
ed and not on the statement covering
the period from 1920 up to the pre­
sent. The story of that would be if
be told it, “We came into power in
November 1919 and with the .Govern­

ment we had handed over to us a sur­
plus of four or to be exact three and
three quarter millions. Now that is
gone along with the current revenue
and we have not enough to pay the
interest on our debt and we have to
dig down into the- surplus put away
during the past three or four years
charged to surplus trust.” We are out
on this loan no matter how you look
at it and if that is not the easiest
thing the Yankee have struck for some
time, I don’t know what it is. You
went up and asked them for a loan
of $6,000,000 and they gave you $5,-
280,000 instead of $6,000,000 in Am­
erican money and you will have to pay
that back in 15 years along with the
$720,000 at the present rate of ex­
change. The Prime Minister said that
the exchange would balance but that
is not sc and I shall deal more fully
with that when we come to the Bud­
get. Here we are mulcted by the
Yankees for $720,000. This loan
should never have been needed if the
Prime Minister had kept to his pro­
mise to reduce taxation. Did he not
say repeatedly in his election cam­
paign that the Morris and the Cashin
Governments had overtaxed the peo­
ple by over $9,000,000 but what did
he do about it? I’ll tell you what he
did. We handed over the Govern­
ment to him and he came in and in­
creased the estimates from eleven to
twelve millions and spent the three
and three quarter millions that we had
put away for a rainy day. He increas­
ed the salaries of his men in this
House from $200 to $1,000 and in-
creased the salaries of the depart­
mental heads from $2,200 to $4,000
and they voted these increases them­
selves.

We are wrong in this loan because
the Prime Minister did not try to car
ry out his promises to the people. If
he had reduced his estimates from
nine million to seven million he could
have reduced taxation by two million 
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dollars and still have four million dol
lars to his credit, but instead of do­
ing that he went along and spent as
he went like a drunken sailor. Then
he went away for five months and left
the Revenue was $300,000 and the
a blank cheque. Up to the 30th June
$4,000,000 surplus was gone.

I made a reference here to a mat­
ter. a sorrowful one if you will. Wo
left certain works unfinished when
we went out of power and I went to the
Sanitorium to see what had been done
I found that there was room there for
(forty patients but although there were
over a hundred applicants trying to
get in there they could not get admis:
sion because the government has to
economize. They need economy and
the way they practice it is to econo
mize on God’s afflicted. How long are
the people going to stand for that? A
short 18 months ago you came in here
with clean hands and we handed you
over the reins of power with the sins
of ten years, but nevertheless with a
surplus of four million dollars. You
betrayed the trust placed in you by the
people when you failed to reduce tax­
ation and now you find yourself In a
sorry plight indeed. In 1894 the rev­
enue of the country was $1,790,000
while the expenditure was $1,750,000.
To-day the interest on our public debt
is two and a half million dollars. The
reason for part of this is that we tack
ed on fourteen or fifteen million doh
lars during the war and we may get
some of this back, but look at the po­
sition to-day as compared with the
year of the Bank Crash. The latter
was the worst in the country’s history
until now. To-day our Estimates are
$11,000,000, but if we want to meet out
obligations that estimate must be cut
down five or six million dollars. You
have tacked on six millions to the
country’s debt in one short year and
spent four millions besides, and now I
ask what have you to show for it? You
spent three millions on the railway
and now you tell the House and the 

country that the government is thru’
with it and you are going to close the
House without telling the people
where the country stands with regard
to it. You do not know what the Reids
intend doing nor do they know them­
selves, at least if they do they have not
seen fit to tell you their plans. If you
are prepared to go on spending money
like this on the railway, on fish, salt,
pit-props and other things, where will
the country be at the end of 1922? I
am not saying this for talk sake, and
I ask those in sound of my voice to
take home with them what T say and
ponder it well. If the Reids do not
run the railway someone else must do
it and you will have to make provis­
ion for it. Last year we voted a mil­
lion dollars for railway purposes and
after the House closed the Premier
went away, and the Minister of Jus­
tice, the only other responsible mem­
ber of the Executive went with him
and no sooner was his back turned
than the hon. Mr. Coaker took it upon
himself to appoint a commission to
run the railway which you had- de­
nounced. They were away for five
months and they made no protest
against what he had done and after
the Premier came back it still went
on. It is hard for the average man to
understand how a person could so
vigorously denounce a policy and
then allow a brother minister to do the
very opposite to- what had been out­
lined. Now, here’s what happened.
The Prime Minister and the Minister
.of Justice come in here with a man­
date from the people and immediately
the House closes they go away and
leave everything in the hands of a
man who is not responsible to the peo
pie, but who is merely responsible to
company only and he, without calling
this House together, appoint a com­
mission to take over the railway. The
first we know of it, and I believe the
first that fifty per cent, of the mem­
bers on the other knew about it, was
when the announcement was made in 
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his newspaper and it was advertised
that the railway was being operated
by this commission. This man takes
two and a half million dollars and us­
es it in his experiment. We have been
able to get at that much but we have
not been able to get at the rest, and
now he has taken to the woods. I am
not speaking disparagingly of him. He
is a hard worker and all that sort of
thing; but as far as the finances of
this colony and the keeping of this
Colony on a straight and sound basis
are concerned he is a political fool.
There is not a man on the other side
of the House who is prepared, after I
take my seat, to get up and contradict
any statements I have made. Not ev­
en the Minister of Public Works will
get up and try to justify what was
clone by that roan, in the absence of
the Prime Minister and the Minister
of Justice and since. Still these peo­
ple on the other side of the House,
with one or two exceptions, will come
here and act like dummies while these
Estimates are being voted, and New­
foundland has got to put up with this
sort of treatment, despite the promis­
es made by the Prime Minister in his
Manifesto. The Prime Minister for­
got his promises and abandoned his
ship and left her and her people to
one man who is not here to-night and
who has not been here for the past ten
days. That one man took charge of
the government of the country, the fi­
nancial standing of the country and
the mercantile interests of the country
and he destroyed the whole lot of it.
There are men within hearing of my
voice now, strangers who have ap­
peared in this House for the first time,
who-have been destroyed by him and
who are this evening looking for a
little balm to put in their wounds.
Take the fisheries of the Colony. Is it
not deplorable to think that to-night
there are three or four hundred thou­
sand quintals of fish in Newfoundland
and you cannot sell a cod’s tail of it?
Then when you come to think calm... 

and coolly, this fish, all of it, would
have been eaten months ago, but for
the conduct and the rule of one man.
Within the past eighteen months this
Government have dropped at least a
half million dollars per month, or ten
millions in round figures. Can any
man in this House get up and justify
the expenditure of that huge sum of
money or can they show anything for
it? There has not been a mile of rail­
road built, not an industry of any kind
has been opened up. There is nothing
to show for the expenditure of that
ten millions, in addition to the loss of
revenue, except that they can point to
some improvements made to the rail­
way, and even that is questionable.
Take the many other scandals attach­
ed to these Estimates. The steamers
that you purchased are now in the
harbour of St. John’s eating their
heads off. They are not an asset to­
day; they are a liability. What else
have you got? Can any member of
the government point to anything else
to show for that ten millions of dol­
lars. Now the three millions of a sur­
plus is gone to make up the deficit in
the revenue and the other six millions

■is gone to pay for the mistakes you
have made since you. came into power.
Still the Prime Minister gets up in
this House and congratulates the conn
try and its people on having this six
million dollar Loan raised for the ben­
efit of this colony, but he did not tell
that he loses another $350,000 on that
transaction. The fact is that he was
delighted to get any amount of money
and he was prepared to pay any price
to get it. He was not prepared to put
the Loan up to auction, which he
should have done. On the 30th of this
month the railway question will be
before this House for discussion, if
the House is sitting. No-w I would like
to ask is it the intention of the gov­
ernment to close the House—like you
(lid last year—with that very import­
ant matter coming to an issue on the
30th of June? On the 30th of June you 
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will find that you will not be able to
run the railway any longer. You will
then hand it over to the Reid New­
foundland Company, who have already
intimated that they cannot run It ow­
ing to luck of finance. Now you can­
not fence off the railway; it’s a public
utility and you have to operate it, if
the Reid Company do not take it over.
Are you going to let the Governor-in-
Council take two or three millions of
dollars, as they did last year, to spend
on this railroad? Surely you are not
going to act in this fashion. If that is
your object, why open this House of
Assembly at all? The Prime Minis­
ter has told us that the Reid Com­
pany will take over the railroad again
after the 30th of June; he has also
told us that the Reid Company 'have
not placed any programme before the
Government nor has the government
anything to show that the Reid Com­
pany will operate the railway. Then
is it not your duty, as Prime Minister
to keep this House open and have this
important matter discussed fully and
have some definite programme arriv­
ed at? Personally I do not care wheth
er you keep it open or not. I am only
appealing on behalf of the people of
the country. I would have liked to sec
the House closed a month ago. But
the position is what are you going to
do about it? Are you going to ad­
vance another twro or three millions?
If you are, where are you going to get
it? Perhaps, what the Prime Minister
has got in the back of his head is that
when he goes across to the Convention
shortly he will have a little chat with
the Prime Minister of Ottawa and ask
Slim to take us over. Surely the Prime
Minister must have some programme
to submit to the House before the Bud
get passes and before we are finished
(dealing with the Estimates. Now it’s
the duty of the Government to tell.

xthis House and this country, with as
little delay as possible, what they in­
tend doing. You may go on commit­
ting sins day after day, so to speak,
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but your sins will find you out. Last
year you spent money right and left,
but this year you have not got the
money to spend. You are badly in
want of money as a Government and
you have one of our hospitals closed
down owing to lack of funds. Now
very soon we will have the railway
closed for want of money, apparently
But in the interest of the people of
Grand Falls and the West Coast and
the people living in the bottom of the
different bays around the Island the
ation now, because conditions are dif­
ferent entirely to what they used to
railroad has got to be kept tn oper-
be. The days of five hundred and a
thousand schooners coming here at
any one season of the year are gone.
All traffic is done now mainly by rail­
way. Surely goodness before the Es­
timates and the Budget go any further
the Prime Minister will rise in his
place and tell us and the country his
programme in that direction. It is not
going to be good enough for the Prime
Minister to abuse the Reid Newfound­
land Company before the closing of
the House and let the matter ena
there as far as we are concerned. You
have to tell us where you are going
to get the money to carry on the rail­
road. Last year you had the money
and gambled it and it’s all gone. Any
common sense business man is look­
ing forward to the 30th of June to see
what is going to happen the railroad.
I am of the opinion that one of the
most troublesome things on the hands
of the government to-day is the rail­
road. I want to know how you are
going to handle the situation? If it
is for the benefit of this country I am
prepared to handle it with you. But
surely you are not going to close this
House and by Minute of Council take
over the railway and we will hear
nothing at all about what hapened
for another twelve months.

Now I think I have explained the
Loan pretty clearly and I think I
have convinced quite a number of 
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people -in this House and outside this
House that this Loan is not as lovely
a thing, as was outlined a few nights
ago by the Prime Minister. The Loan
that was raised by the Prime Minister
has cost this Colony $720,000. Your
interest bill is fully two and a half
millions and here we are with this six
millions tacked on to the public debt
of this colony, after making a few
United States men a present of prac-
tically $350,000. The only reason giv­
en by the Prime Minister for this bung
ling is that he was afraid to tell the
Opposition that he was going to raise
a Loan. Why did you not do your
business above board, whether we lik­
ed it or not, and then even if you did
make a mistake the country would re­
spect you after. You have acted the
coward and the country has got to pay
for your cowardice through the nose.
Personally, I object strongly to voting
for that interest, but it is now an ob­
ligation on Newfoundland and as a
member of the House and a represen­
tative of the people I have to vote for
that interest. But, as I have already
stated, that interest and public debt
that we are faced with should never
be there; and there should be part, at
least, of the four million dollar sur­
plus that we left you in the Treasury
to-day, if not for your misrule and
maladministration. In summing up
this whole thing to-night you have
not only spent that four millions of
dollars and not alone spent the six
million dollars that you have just bor­
rowed, but you are asking us here to­
night to vote these amounts.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker. I am
sure that the House listened with a
great deal of interest and a great dea^
of pleasure to the very excellent ad­
dress made by the Leader of the Op­
position on our financial situation and
what the future outlook is for the
country. There is no man in this
H0USe—and I doubt if there is a man
in Newfoundland—better qualified to
express an opinion on the financial 

status of Newfoundland than the ex­
Minister of Finance, Sir Michael Cash
in, and any words falling from him in
this connection cannot be regarded
lightly or cannot be taken merely as
the political ravings of some irrespon­
sible politician, but, as he said him­
self, rather should it be taken as com­
ing from a Newfoundlander who is de­
sirous of playing his part in the in.
terest of and for the betterment of his
native country. People who have en­
deavoured to think seriously in this
country cannot help from being struck
by the general apathy of the people
with regard to our present situation
and our future outlook. It is almost
impossible to-day to create any inter­
est in this community into our public
affairs, because we are absolutely
drifting to a precipice of financial an­
nihilation. Hon. members of this
House seem to lull themselves into a
feeling or a position of false security
and are evidently unaware of the rude
awakening that may come to them in
a few short months. One is astounded
on taking up the Budget Speech and
looking at the comparative statement
therein contained and to see where we
are likely to land and to see the posi­
tion we must naturally arrive at, ac­
cording to our present and past ex­
periences. As I pointed out before to
this House, the running of a country
is like the running of any business.
If the business is run by competent
men, who will have due regard to
economy and efficiency, it will suc­
ceed. Economy and efficiency are the
predominating factors in the running

jof any business. Similarly are they
the two great essentials in the con­
duct of a country. The good business
man will make up at the beginning of
the year an estimate of the amount of
business he expects to do during the
course of that year; he will make an
estimate of the amount of help he re­
quires and the general outfit he con­
siders necessary to conduct that bus­
iness, and he will pretty well tell, If 
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he is a shrewd business man, how he
is going to come out at the end o£ the
year, under ordinary conditions; but I
would like to point out before we are
through with the Budget by what
means of reasoning does the Prime
Minister arrive at the figures he sub­
mitted in his Budget Speech. He must
realize that here iu Newfoundland.
practically since 1914, we have been
on the crest of a wave of prosperity,
with overflowing revenues, with in­
creased earning powers, with the price
of fish, the main commodity of this
country, increased in value by about
two hundred per cent, and it is abso­
lutely superfluous and superficial for
us to think that we are in a haven of
continuous prosperity when, as a mat­
ter of fact, we are merely blown up.
as if by an explosion, and that we got
to come back very rapidly and very
quickly to mother earth and shake our
selves to realise that we are just
where we started. That is the posi­
tion with regard to our revenue. Be­
fore the war the revenue for the year
1913-14, according to the Budget of
the Prime Minister, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, was $3,G1S,328;
in 1919-20 it was $10,597,000 or an in­
crease of about seven million dollars
in six years. The revenue from 1910
and 1911 up to 1914 was practically
the same each year and did not fluc­
tuate outside of about a hundred thou­
sand dollars at the most. The rev­
enue for the year 1914-15 did not in­
crease beyond about four hundred
thousand dollars, but from that year
to the year 1918-19 it increased over
six millions. In the year 1919-20, as
already pointed out, the revenue of
Newfoundland exceeded what it was
in 1914-15 by over seven millions of
dollars. These are the figures of the
Prime Minister himself. The reason
for these fluctuations has been the In­
flation in the prices for our products,
such as fish, oil, herring, lobsters and
other commodities. We were a food
producing country, in a sense, and 
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naturally got inflated prices for our
products and the earning powers of

kthe people increased proportionately;
and when the earning powers of the
people cannot continue to buy as much
dutiable goods, owing, as has been
pointed out in this House on one or

“ two occasions by the Prime Minister,
to the high Ad Valorem duty, the rev­
enue becomes inflated considerably.
Now I submit that if the revenue of
Newfoundland collectable for the
years 1913-14, 1914-15 or 1915-1G was
$4,600,000 at the most for any one of
these years, what assurance can the
Prime Minister give me to-night that
the revenue for 1921-22 and for 1922-
23 will not go back to what it was in
pre-war days? Is there any more peo­
ple in Newfoundland to-day? I ques­
tion whether there is as many people
an Newfoundland to-day as there was
in 1914. You must remember that in
the year 1914 we lost over 300 men in
one or two sealing disasters; and in
the war we lost from 1200 to 1400 ot
our young men. besides the emigra­
tion that has taken place. The ques­
tion of Newfoundland’s population for
the year 1921 compared with what it
was in 1914 will be decided this year
when the Census are taken. The or­
dinary increase in populations is gen­
erally estimated at ten per cent, ev­
ery accounting paid viz ten years.

Now, as I said before, some honor­
able members of this House seem to
be lulled into a state of false security
by the figures of the Prime Minister’s
Budget Speech, done simply to make
the Budget look acceptable: but when
we come to an analysis and a diagnos­
is of the matter there is no answer to
the statement that I have already
made, and I defy any member on the
other side' of the House to-night tv
tell me by what means we can get a
bigger revenue this year than we got
in the year 1914-15. If that is so how
is the Prime Minister expecting to
collect eight millions or twice as
much as we got In 1914-15. After all, 
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the question is are our people going
to earn more this year than they did
in 1914-15? Are the people going to
get better prices for their products
and is there any hope of their getting
this year more for their fish than they
got in 1914-15. That is the economic
condition of Newfoundland. The peo­
ple can only earn a limited amount
in a country where our resources are
so limited and which are so much af­
fected by the conditions of foreign
markets. This country is dependent
to-day mainly for the marketing of
its product on the bankrupt countries
of Europe. We are dependent, not on
big, prosperous, wealthy countries.
but on people who can scarcely af­
ford to buy anything sufficient to keep
body and soul together. You may sell
a little fish—and very little at that—
to the United States and get your gold
for it, but in order to sell the major
portion of our staple product you got
to go to those countries where the
people are struggling from the effects
of the great crisis through which they
have passed and which affected them
more than it affected us. They cannot
pay the prices any way commensurate
with the cost of the production of fish,
as experienced in this country. The
cost of catching fish must be made up
on the outfit and expenses generally,
and the cost of living must be consid­
ered; and it is conceded to-day that
you cannot catch fish and cure it and
sell it at five or six dollars a quintal
at a profit. Is there any hope for a
bigger price than that this year? I
have not heard a solitary man say
there was. I met a certain business
man the other day and who, on being
approached about the price of fish
next Fall, replied that he could not
tell and was not prepared to express
an opinion as to what the price was go
ing to be; certainly he was not pre­
pared to say that it was going to be
more than five or six dollars. No­
body here knows whether it will be
three or four dollars or not. One 

time in this country the price was
down to two dollars a quintal. And
here we are going along lulled in a
state of false security, and if the gov­
ernment of this country had their own
way to-night they would suspend the
rules of this House and put legisla­
tion through and close this House,
without giving the question one mo­
ment’s consideration as to what is go­
ing to happen between now and the
time the House is called together next
year. Anybody who cannot see a cris­
is coming must be asleep. There is a
crisis coming in November and De­
cember next that will stagger this
country as it was never staggered be­
fore. Now I do not want to be written
down as a profit of evil, but I say this
if this country can get through this
winter, without asking for some out­
side assistance, I will be very much
surprised. We had the spectacle last
year of an emergency arising, because
of which the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries considered it essential in the
interest of the Fishermen to take cer­
tain sums of money from the Treas
ury and pay them so much per quin­
tal for the fish they had to dispose of
I have no doubt that he was actuated
by the best of motives, but his action
was wrong, and vicious, and unconsti­
tutional, and if the same position
arose again, I feel sure that he would
act differently, because he knows now
that he was wrong, that he had no
right to take that money for such a
purpose -without the consent of this
Legislature. This Legislature is the
only source from which any man can
get authority of that nature. You are
only the Stewards of the public trust,
the Custodians of teh public welfare,
and no man has any right to use this
power, to get money to save himself
or others without first coming here
and getting the sanction of this Leg­
islature. This Legislature is the only
safeguard for the constitution of
Newfoundland. Some of the Ministers
of the Crown have the flippant idea 
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that as soon as the lock is turned In
the door of this Assembly, that they
must hide away to places where they
have no business whatever, and where
they can do no possible good. It ap­
pears to me that safeguarding the in­
terests of the public of Newfoundland
is only a secondary consideration to
them, in comparison with their own
personal pleasures and comforts. This
House is unaware of the intention as
regards the Railroad policy for the
coming year. I stated here the other'
day that this House shall not pro­
rogue until that is known, and I re­
peat that statement now. It may ad­
journ for a month or two months, but
it shall be in session for the year so
that we can be called together within
twenty-four hours to meet any emer­
gency that may arise, and I will be
very much surprised if we are not cal­
led together before the 31st of Decem­
ber. Speaking about the Revenue, the
revenue for 1914 was three million,
six hundred thousand dollars. Why
to-day the interest on the public debt
is two and a half million dollars. Hon­
orable members will realise from a
business standpoint what is going to
be the result. Financial ruin and dis­
aster. It is all very well to talk of
raising loans. The Prime Minister has
told us that he raised a loan of six
million dollars for which we got only
five million dollars. The other million
is eaten up in exchange and commis­
sions and rake offs. Seven hundred
and twenty thousand dollars was the
amount estimated by Sir Michael Cash
in this afternoon. We have to pay four
hundred thousand dollars more inter­
est this year and where are we going
to get it. We are not getting enough
now to pay one half of our expenses.

There is another thing which is con
fronting this House, and that is that
it is not right for one man to repre­
sent five Ministerial offices. The hon.
the Prime Minister is acting as Prime
Minister, Colonial Secretary, Minister
of Finance and Customs, Minister of
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Agriculture and Mines,Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries was wont to expa­
tiate from this side of the House upon
the fact that the Min. of Agriculture
and Mines, and the Min. of Justice
were not present in this House as mem
bers. They were in the Upper House
and for the whole session he kept
harping upon that and very often
drove Lord Morris with his back to
the wall in defence of that position.
Mr. Coaker was right and the present
Prime Minister was one of the men we
were then defending. Mr. Morrison
and Mr. Blandford were defeated in
Bonavista Bay. and Mr. Blandford was
Min. of Agriculture and Mines and
given a seat in the Upper House. Mr.
Squires was defeated in Trinity Bay
and he was given a seat in the Upper
House as Min. of Justice, and Mr.
Coaker and his followers took excep­
tion to the fact that these two gentle­
men were not members of this House.
How does Mr. Coaker condone the
present situation? If It was wrong
then it is wrong now. Here we are
discussing the Budget at a most criti­
cal time in this country, and although
I regret the circumstances I say that
it is deplorable that there is not a re­
sponsible Minister in the Chair of the
Min. of Finance and Customs to take
hold of this matter and give us the
benefit of his knowledge and essential
information. Mr. Brownrigg, owing to
a serious illness, is unable to attend
to his duties, but someone else should
have been appointed. It is not good
enough for the Prime Minister to re­
present all the Ministerial offices.
There are only two ministers outside
of him, the Minister of Justice and the
Minister of Public Works, that are of
any account. The Shipping Depart­
ment is only a transitory one, and the
Department of Posts and Telegraphs
is not so important, but 1 say that
the Minister of Agriculture & Mines
and the Minister of Marine & Fisher­
ies should be here debating supply,
and the Budget, and the many things 
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appertaining to their different Depart­
ments. The Minister of Marine &.
Fisheries is deliberately keeping away
from this House, and he has not given
any explanation. It will be very hard
to steei- the Colony through the finan­
cial shoals which beset her and will
heset her until the next session of this
Legislature, and unfortunately it
seems that we will have nobody to
steer her during the next four or five
months, because if we are correctly
informed the Prime Minister intends
immediately after the closing of this
Bouse, or before it closes to hie away
to the Old Country, for what purpose
God only knows. I don’t, because I
think that his place is here. The
shepherd doesn’t desert his sheep
when the wolves are around, and the
Leader of the Government should not
desert the country at this time,-and it
will be a great aspersion upon the
Government if the Prime Minister goes
away and leaves these important of­
fices without someone to attend to
public administration. It is true the
Minister of Justice will be home but
I take it that he will hardly be flat­
tered if he is called upon to devote his
entire summer going from one office
to another to see that things are in
order. J don’t think he will do that,
and I don’t think he should be expect­
ed to do it. The Prime Minister's at­
tendance in London is not necessary.
It might bring additional honours to
him, but it will be of no advantage to
Newfoundland. If we are to judge
from the experience of other Primq
Ministers going over there. I ‘have
yet to hear of any Prime Minister
who went over there bringing back
one word that would be of any ad­
vantage to Newfoundland, and I havQ
eighteen years’ experience in this
House to judge from. These are In7
ternational affairs that are being dealt
with over there, and the only thing we
have to consider is our share of the
War Indemnity, and that can be ad­

justed without the Prime Minister’s
presence there. However on his
shoulders be the responsibility. He
will if he goes there avoid a lot of
extra work and worry because the un­
employed people of this town will
want to interview him often during
the summer. He wants to get a little
relaxation from the troublesome ex­
perience he has had in the past three
or four months, but he would not have
been subjected to these experiences if
he had acted differently, and I am
sorry- that he is not here now that I,
might tell him my opinion of his man­
agement of affairs of the unemployed
in this town. I hold in my hand here
an editorial published in the Star yes­
terday. I will refer to it a little later
on when the Prime Minister comes
back.

I want to endorse the statement
made by Sir Michael Cashin regarding
the railroad, and its operation. This
is a most important matter and we
were told here the other day that no
decision has been arrived at in this
connection. The Government have not
given it any consideration. Reid Nfld.
Co., have not given any idea of what
they intend to do. The" Prime Minis­
ter is probably going away a week
from to-day, and are we going to have
a repetition of last year. Is this Leg­
islature going to be ignored and uncon
stitutional methods adopted with re­
gard to this Railroad. It is too sert
ous and far-reaching a matter to be
lightly passed over, and we must in­
sist that this House does not close un­
til such time as the government is in
a position to let us know what the pol­
icy is regarding the Railroad. It cost
us last year two and a half million
dollars and if it costs that this year
where are the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Finance and Customs go­
ing to get the money to pay for it. It
will need more extraordinary methods
of finance than we have ever heard of.
Surely we will not raise another loan
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to pay for what we will lose on the
Railroad next year. Surely the Minis­
ter of Finance and Customs will not
waste any more money on this project
without knowing where we are going
to get off. Or is there some big scheme
behind this, something which does not
appear on the surface? Do the gent­
lemen opposite realise that the people
of this country are getting very sus­
picious as to what you intend to do?
Do you realise that the people are be­
ginning to think that you are going to
sell us body and soul? Do you realise
that they think that the visit of the
Prime Minister of Canada and the
Prime Minister of Newfoundland to
the Old Country, at the same time may
lead to. an understanding to force the
people of this country into Confeder­
ation, but this much will have to be
understood, that such a thing must not
take place without the consent of the
people of the country. Every man in
the country must have a vote on that
subject. Canada would not dare to
take Newfoundland in unless New­
foundland were satisfied to go. She
doesn’t want another dissatisfied coun­
try like Ireland on her hands. She will
not bring in dissatisfied people, there­
fore the plan may be alright but some­
thing has to be said before it is final­
ized. Talk about the lack of employ­
ment and the necessity for conserving
the resources of the country. The
other day I tried to point out the fol­
ly with regard to the Salmon Rivers
whereby fifteen thousand dollars is
saved. It is false economy. Never be­
fore this year was there such a demon
stration of the work of the Game ana
Inland Fisheries Board in the protec­
tion of the Salmon Rivers. The Riv­
ers are swarming with salmon, never
before has such a quantity been known
People are making their summer’s
wages catching salmon, and it is for­
tunate that we have a market right
.here at our door, in the Cold Storage
Plant giving good prices, and every­
thing possible should be done to en­

courage this industry, and we are do­
ing our best to destroy it by dispens­
ing with the Wardens. Nets will be
placed in the rivers which will pre­
vent the salmon' from going to the
breeding grounds, but if the Wardens
are kept on this will be prevented, and
hundreds of fish that would otherwise
be destroyed will come back to the
people to catch them next year. It is
deplorable to say that we can find mo­
ney for all kinds of madcap schemes
and experiments. The Minister of
Agriculture and Mines went away last
year at an expense of fifty to one hun­
dred thousand dollars for Pigs and
Sheep and Cattle when this is not an
Agricultural country at all. Farmers
can import their own stock and better
stock than he has brought in here, and
there was no necessity for any large
expenditure for stock, as the stock
that is here is most suitable to the
country, and cannot be improved up­
on. There are farmers here who can
give him tips as to stock. Still we
are spending thousands of dollars on
this madcap scheme, as mad as one
can imagine under present circumstan
ces. Any policy that can endorse that
and leave the fisheries of the country
unorotected is criminal. This stock
farm is costing from fifty to one hun­
dred thousand dollars a year and we
are told that the Tuberculosis Hos­
pital next door must be closed up, as
the Government cannot afford to pro­
vide beds for these suffering people
who are dying for the want of proper
treatment. I said at the start that the
government was in a state of apathy,
that they are not awake to the true
state of affairs in this country.

At 6.30 Mr. Chairman left the Chair
/till 8 o’clock.

MR. BENNETT—When the House
arose for recess, I was about to con­
clude my remarks witn reference to
the different I’lUtters which arose dur­
ing the ccnsidnt tif i of the estimates
and I was at that time referring to
the article which appeared in yester-
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day’s edition of the Daily Star. Criti­
cisms of certain representations made
by me a day or two ago when I sub­
mitted a memoranda from the Colonial
Cordage Company in relation to the
position of that company under the
new tariff introduced by the Prime
Minister last week. I drew attention
to the fact that the criticisms that ap­
peared in that paper were not all to­
gether according to the facts, and I
deplored the circumstances wherein
an organ supporting the government
saw fit to make those statements
which were not conducive to the Indus
trial life of the community. I endeav­
oured to point that the Colonial Cord­
age Company the owners of one of our
most important industrial institutions,
provided the means of the livelihood
for a very large number of our people
in the West end of the city. The prin­
cipal items in which they are interest­
ed are lines and twines, the material
which was used therein came in duty
free and consequently they did not
come under the new surtax. The man­
agement of the Company asked for the
protection of having a ten per cent.
duty on all the imported lines and
twines because that is largely the
greater part of their business and they
would otherwise be unable to com­
pete but now they have to pay addi­
tional tariff. They have given notice
to their employees that they were un­
able to continue operations under the
present circumstances. They have dur­
ing the past winter played the game
and kept the services of many men
when they could have dispensed with
them, but owing to the present circum
stances brought about by the present
administration in spite of the fact they
had piled up large stocks with the
hope that during the present season
they would all be disposed of with
profit they are now forced to close
down.

They are now unable to compete
with the imported article and they re­
quest that a ten per cent, duty be put 

on all lines and twines imported but
there was no consideration given the
request. In this country we have pe­
culiar industries with peculiar cir­
cumstances surrounding them. Yes
terday we were considering a Bill re
the cutting of timber for exportation
because the Government last winter to
help out the unemployed in this coun­
try, gave orders for the cutting of pit
props and they have been cut to the
extent of thirty thousand cords the
Government guaranteeing six dollars
per cord or in other words the total
sum of one hundred and eighty thou­
sand dollars. And it has since trans­
pired due to the depreciation abroad
it is impossible to market these pit
props without the Government incur­
ring a very serious loss. It was
shown that if the Government mar­
keted them to-day they would lose the
total amount they guaranteed, namely
the sum of one hundred and eight
thousand dollars and if the Govern­
ment has to lose that amount the em­
ployees of every description, the man
on the wharf, on the roads, in the
cooperage and workshop of every de­
scription, will be called upon to pay
their respective portions of that de­
ficit. And I wish to point out that to
add ten per cent, duty on all the lines
and twines manufactured by the Col­
onial Cordage Company you are plac­
ing one hundred families into the state
of starvation and I am sure that the
fishermen of the Northern and West­
ern parts of the country and outside
the city will be reasonable enough to
contribute this small duty on all the
lines and twines imported to save this
institution and to secure employment
for this one hundred families I am
not speaking on -behalf of the Com­
pany but on behalf of the people of
the West end of St. John’s they who
have put me here, I am supposed to
i epresent their interests well and safe­
guard them and I would be derelict in
my duty if I did not endeavour to
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bring home to the Government, es­
pecially the Prime Minister the seri­
ousness of having such a large in­
dustry closed down which should mer­
it some small consideration of the
Government. We have the situation
in this city when there were demon­
strations right at the Bar of this As­
sembly, the men came here orderly
and quietly and laid their case before
the House with respect to the lack of
employment. The difficulty was met
partially and the men were satisfied
to some extent. But what is to be
done in the future and no matter what
occurs the position has been aggra­
vated by the possibility of a very
large industry closing down, throwing
hundreds of employees out on the
street. The Government has been bad­
ly advised in showing such a lack of
sympathy in this case and so it will be
apparently with every such case here
in St. John’s. Every industry is strug­
gling along and it has been nceessary
for all the manufacturers to meet to­
gether and endeavour to explicit their
products. They adopted the medium
of advertising largely so as to keep
the fact in the peoples’ minds that
the money must be kept within the
country. They have started a cam­
paign to boost home industries and
show that there products are equally
as good as the imported article. But
this article which I read before re­
cess instead of following along these
lines, went to prove to some extent
that the home made article was not
as good as the imported one. If this
kind of thing continues all our fact­
ories will have perforce to close
down and I think the Government has
been very indiscreet in not taking up
the policy of encouragement of home
industry. In Canada they have start­
ed a programme to do this very thing
and they are succeeding very well. Ev­
ery article worn can be obtained ready
made in Canada. That is Why Can­
ada is getting over the war conditions

ft
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—because of its industrial policy. The
present Prime Minister of Canada,
Mr. Meighen, is a protectionist of the
first waters and he is for everything
made in Canada and all for Canada
and there is a big future ahead of her
because they are on the right track
the track that will tend to build up
their country. It is unfortunate that
this House constituted as it is devoid
of such men as Mr. Meighen as such
a juncture as this. We want financial
giants to grapple with this matter of
finance and properly manage it. This
town to-day would be a very sorry
town indeed were it not for the in­
dustrial institutions. They have been
the saving of Newfoundland and if
we want this to continue we ought to
seriously consider this matter and
willingly give our money in the pur­
chase of the home made article. New­
foundland cannot exist if we do not
buy our own made products.

Literature was sent broadcast writ­
ing them down as incompetent to run
industrial concerns. We have here
the Estimates which we may call the
table of expenditure of the public
moneys earned by the people; every
dollar referred to in this book has to
be earned by the people just as a man
has to earn the barrel of flour for his
family, if there be no encourage­
ment to build up the industrial enier-
prises, it is a sorry day for this New-
foundlamf of ours. Look, I say, at the
situation. You don’t need to be an
old man to remember the time when
the father was the only earner for the
family; except perhaps one of the
girls were out in private service. The
father then rolled flour, stowed fish or
did other work to get a barrel of flour
for his family; they eked out a mis­
erable existence. You remember him
tramping the streets in his blue guern­
sey looking for a day’s work and as
thankful tor it as if it were a gift from
Heaven. That day is over and the 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS638

sons and daughters are working and
where they lived in hovels before they
now dwell in comfort and prosperity
brought about by the efforts of those
who had faith in the industrial possi­
bilities of Newfoundland. I think it is
matter of general congratulation and
that the citizens of St. John’s are to
be complimented on being such an or­
derly people. I think all will agree
with me that on occasions that have
arisen they have been decent and or­
derly and there is not one instance of
disorder or of law breaking. As I
pointed out this evening this will con­
tinue as long as the peoplfe are get­
ting a square deal and are contented.
1 have warned the Government that
unrest is seething in the ranks of the
public. You have brought a warship
here for the purpose of quelling dis­
turbances. Was this done to overawe
the working men in their just de­
mands, to lead firing parties to scat­
ter those who were demanding their
rights, or was it for the protection of
the Government or even as it was said
the other day, the Opposition. There
is no need of a warship or armed
force here; there is no need of His
Majesty’s ships cruising in these wat­
ers to intimidate the people as to
what they should do, because the
temper of the age is democratic and
whgn the people know they have
rights they will fight for them. I sug­
gest that if this is all her business
here she be released at once. We
want no warships here; our people
are too decent, too orderly and too
patriotic. The members on the Gov­
ernment side of the House as I point­
ed out this afternoon, do not realise
the seriousness of the situation; they
have been lulled into a temporary
sense of security by the fact of hav­
ing raised a 6 million dollar loan. But
we have to pay back our debts which
will take most of that, we are get­
ting back to pre-war prices and the
pre-war days of revenue of 3 or 4 mil­

lions. I refer you to the Budget
.Speech of the Hon. Prime Minister,
acting for the Hon. Minister of Fi­
nance, which shows the revenue of
11115 was 83,600,000 and of 1919-20 was
10 millions. Everyone knows the rea­
son for that. Our increased earning
power and inflated prosperity. Dur­
ing the last few years we had money
for everything; the people bought
plenty goods and the. revenue swelled
according to their earning power; we
got $15 for codfish and the revenue
rose to 10 millions. But again I ask,
what is going to happen with a re­
venue of only 5 millions. There is no
assurance that we will earn one dol­
lar more this year than in 1915. We
are going back to pre-war days and
pre-war revenues. But are we get­
ting back to pre-war expenditure? I
say we are not; we are not making
the garment suit the cloth. It is ab­
solutely absurd for the Hon. Prime
Minister to come in here and make up
his Estimates of getting 8«millions. I
prophesy right now that he will not
do it. Now how about cutting down
expenditure. We will only have a re­
venue of about 5 millions and how
are we going to make up the deficit.
Do you think for a moment that any
financiers abroad are going to give us
money to make up the difference be­
tween our revenue and expenditure.
When a crisis arose as it did last year
when the Hon. Minister of Marine and
Fisheries thought it fitting to take
half a million for his own purpose
without the sanction of this Legisla­
ture, I say he committed a constitu­
tional wrong. We should be ready for
a crisis and that is why I say this
House should not close till Dec. 31st.,
if necessary, or until we are ready to
rise to the emergency. If instead of
preparing now, this House closes in a
few days with the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter going to England, and a crisis
arises, there is nothing left but to do
things on Executive responsibility,
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Wo have had enough of the Executive
assuming legislative prerogatives to
f hemselves. The passing of these Es­
timates, I think, is a duty on this
House of a most serious nature; ev­
ery dollar we vote away we commit
the country to, and in going through
these votes every opportunity to re­
trench should be sought and seized
upon. But retrench in the high
things, the big salaries, the luxuries
and the high-flying projects of the
Government. What was good for
Newfoundland before the war is good
to-day. Get back and right the
wrongs that have taken place since
you came into power; cut out the un­
necessary salaries. You made an ef­
fort in bringing back the fish com­
missioners; now do the same with the
others. Again, while I agree with the
ideals of the Hon. Minister of Educa­
tion, and of putting education on a
higher basis, let us do so. I say, only
when we can afford it. It is like the
ordinary man who wants a piano. If
he can afford it let him have it by all
means, but if he cannot, let him stick
to his accordeon. Let us have the ex­
pensive educational machinery if we
can afford it, but not by throwing the
burden on the shoulders of the peo­
ple. I should be long sorry to hamp­
er the educational efforts of those
whose duty it is to attend to the same,
but there is a time in the history of a
country as in that of a private family
when you must cut out luxuries and
stick to necessaries. It seems to me
that a lot of the trouble is duo
to lack of unity; in the country, the
same as in the House there is no con­
fidence. The House is divided against
itself and the country is the same. Un­
fortunately in this country, prejudice
has been allowed to enter by men on
both sides and to do harm in the ad­
ministration of affairs. It is time to
speak fearlessly and for you in the
Government to realize we are not here
to do a whit of harm against the pro­

per administration of the affairs of
the country. It is our business to
criticize and to lay bare the faults and
tell how you have conducted business.
A government that is sound, efficient
and has a clear conscience, would
court that enquiry. We have been
endeavouring since the opening of thq
House to obtain information as to
what has happened the last eighteen
months; We have been given a con­
siderable amount but are waiting for
a lot more. Members on the other
side will remember the circular, of
which many of them got copies from
Hon. Mr. Coaker, wherein he was
pleased to describe those on this side
of the House as clowns. I do not
know why he should make such an
objectionable assertion as many on
this side, were associated with him in
the government before. I do not know
what is his definition of the word but
I should be sorry to call him a clown.
Is it because in the heat of debate
some may have said things that were
not exactly parliamentary that all
should be classed as below his con­
sideration. Do they think that be­
cause we are on the opposite side
from them that we are here to do
them or their districts harm. I do not
know of anything that occurred this
session that was offensive. I know
the feelings of some of them towards
the Opposition—and also towards the
Government. The trouble is that we
are in two camps and divided on lines
that are not in the best interests of
Newfoundland. A member has told
me on this floor that this thing can­
not go on, we must have more co-op­
eration, more representation, and the
different denominations in more har­
mony—and he is right. I have been
through several political campaigns
with different leaders and have yet to
know of any difference because a man
goes to another church. I am of a de­
nomination that I hold second to none,
I will give way in no respect in my 
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religious feelings to any man, inside
or outside the House. But I am tol­
erant and I wish there was more of
that spirit. There is such a thing as
a man exploiting himself through his
church or religious societies. What is
the history of Newfoundland but of
men coming in, using those of their
denomination to mount to power and
then turning their backs on them. Let
anyone challenge me and I will name
many such in my 30 years of experi­
ence. It is the spirit of tolerance we
want. It so happens in this House
that the leader of the Opposition, Sir
M. P. Cash in, belongs to the Roman
Catholic denomination. I think he is
an ornament to that denomination,
and as a citizen he is an ornament
to the city in which he resides. He
came out in the last election to lead a
party and he had men behind him
who believed in him as a man. A
large section of the people did not ac­
cept him for various reasons. It is
an unfortunate thing that there can­
not be more unity and understanding
here; that the colours cannot blend
more and make it a better country. It
is a matter that I deplore from day
to day that Newfoundland is divided
as it is—but the remedy is in the
hands of this House and of the peo­
ple. There is prejudice blind and bit­
ter without reason, but I never spoke
to improperly use religion in this
House yet, and though I had to fight
a hard battle last year, when one con­
siders the array of energy and influ­
ence I was facing, I bear no animosity
and bow to the will of the people. I
hope to so conduct myself here that I
will never be ashamed to go back to
them and I care not who I am with as
long as- they stand for right for the
country. And it is not likely there
will be the same line up of this side
the next election. Sir M. P. Cashin
has intimated publicly that he will not
lead; he has had his day and is ready
to give another man a chance. It is 

only what I expected him to do and
is characteristic of the man. The
situation we will have to face is need
of a united front. I do not mean an
amalgamation of parties but I think
the country would have been brought
off the rocks if the proper crew were
on board to bring her out of danger.
I hope in future we will have more
openness and above-board dealing, and
when a member on this side stands
up to address the House those on the
Government benches will not treat
him with silent contempt as has been
done all through the session, but will
realize that there is some good in
Israel. I prefer to remain where I
am at present, but I am ready, and I
think my colleagues feel the same, to
give assistance to the Government. It
is not mine, nor our, intention or de­
sire to hamper, but to get the spirit
of confidence abroad—confidence in
the merchants, the banks, the indus­
trial concerns, and unless we do
something of this kind I fear we are
on the downward path to ruin and
disaster. The loan spoken of this af­
ternoon by Sir M. P. Cashin has prov­
en disastrous.

This loan cost the Colony an en­
ormous sum. Sir M. P. Cashin has
proven that It has cost us $720,000, in
other words instead of .getting six
millions we got only five millions two
hundred thousand dollars. Is not that
an awful cost? It certainly was an at­
tractive proposition for financiers and
while I say the Prime Minister did
well to get that loan, I think that it
should have been advertised. If it
had been, it might have saved the Col­
ony hundreds of thousands of dollars,
but for reasons best known to them­
selves the Government saw fit to
deal quietly with the gentleman who
came here representing two or three
American firms. I thank you for
your patience, Mr. Chairman, and^ I
trust that the suggestions that have
been thrown out will be accepted in 
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the spirit in which they are meant.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Chair­

man, when I heard the Hon. Prime
Minister introduce the Budget to the
House some few days ago I fully
realized that poor old Newfoundland
had met her Waterloo. The story
was so clear, so concrete and so
clear that to me at least it was un­
mistakable. It reminded me of the
father or the man who having by
long years of work and by a know­
ledge acquired after years of experi­
ence built up a prosperous business,
handed it over to his son with the
result that the boy who thought he
knew so much more than his father,
soon wrecked the business and put
it on the rocks.

Unfortunately, in 1919, the coun­
try, for reasons best known to itself,
land t)b.e people having l\ad their
feelings worked upon by arguments
that should never have been taken
into consideration, passed over the
control of affairs to a number of
gentlemen who knew nothing at all
of the duties and responsibilities they
were undertaking. These men, who
thought they knew so much were
left with a surplus of 4 million dob
lars accumulated by their predeces­
sors during their years of wise and
successful management, but in eigh­
teen calendar months that surplus
was gone. It is a sad story and it
was sadder still that the country did
not leave still repose its confidence
in the people who were in charge
and allow them to bring Newfound­
land through the period of tribula­
tions and reverses to which now, un­
der inexperience and ill management
of her affairs she has now Succumb­
ed. However, the people thought fit
to do otherwise and it is they who
must pay the cost.

We thought last year that we
would have a revenue of 11 million
dollars as against an expenditure of
10 millions but what did we find?

The expenditure was nearer $13,000,-
000 than $10,000,000 and I ask how
long can Newfoundland stand that.
I say, Mr. Chairman, without fear of
contradiction, that she can never
survive the period of trade depres­
sion and demoralization that she is
now passing through. The Hon.
Minister of Marine and fisheries
during the past year carried on at a
rate that he had never anticipated
in his previous calculations and now
in a circular which he issues to his
followers he says that he is living
in Hell.

He did not mean that the Hell in
which he was suffering was created
by us on this side of the House; he
meant the Hell which his own ac­
tions in the Government and in the
Executive had created for him and
it must have been awful indeed be­
cause I am told that remorse of con­
science is after all the real Hell, and
what is more, Mr. Chairman, I know
some other gentlemen on the other
side of the House who are also in
Hell. In this Budget the acting Min­
ister of Finance, the Leader of this
House, estimates an expenditure of
$8,375,000 with an estimated revenue
of $8,224,000 but I wonder if the
Prime Minister in making up that
Budget looked back to the years of
1911 and 1912. I think I am safe in
saying that he did not. The total
imports for 1911-12 were $14,733,490
and the exports $13,847,809, making
a total trade of $28,008,299 and to run
the country then it required $3,142,-
491. Now let us look at 1913-14. In
that year the imports were $16,112,-
365 and the exports $14,672,889 mak­
ing a total trade of $30,685,254, and
in that year it required $3,923,000 on
which to run the country. These
are facts that cannot be disputed.
These figures are taken from the
Journal of the House and there can
be only one conclusion drawn from
them; there can be only one result 
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when a population of 250,000 people
have to bear a debt of $52,000,000,
In the year 1915-16 the imports were
$18,969,493 while the exports were
$16,427,336, making a total trade of
approximately 36 million dollars and
in 191S-19 the exports were 26,892,-
946 with imports of $30,153,517, mak­
ing a total trade for the country of
about 5* million dollars. Again in
1918-19  the exports were $33,297,184
and the imports $36,780,616 giving a
total trade of some $70,000,000. In
1919-20  the imports were $40,533,338
and the exports $34,865,438, making
a total of $75,398,776. That is the
total trade for the fiscal year of
1919-20 and now let us review the
prospect as it is presented to us to­
day. The estimated revenue for
1920-21  was $11,200,000 but all we
could collect was $8,224,104.18. Now
I ask any hon. gentleman if that sur­
plus left by the Cashin administra­
tion for a rainy day had not been
reserved, what would have been the
position of the Government? Figures
ialk; figures are facts and they can­
not be got away from. Now that is
going to be the total trade for the
coming year from which we are to
derive a revenue of $8,307,000. No­
body can dispute figures and now I
put this position to the House. If
the total voyage of fish for this year,
and the estimate is a large one, is
1,500,000 qtls. at six dollars per
quintal that gives us $9,000,000 add­
ed to which we may have three or
four millions of exports of various
other kinds, giving a total of exports
of $12,000,000 and this with imports
of ten millions which is as much as
they will be, gives us a total trade
of twenty-two million dollars and
now I ask where are you going to
find the revenue? You cannot borrow
any more and as I have already said,
Newfoundland has met her Waterloo.

Now, take this surtax of twenty-
five per cent, which is suggested to 

be put on top of the ten per cent.
surtax already in force. It looks all
right on paper but twenty-five per
cent, is an enormous additional tax.
Have you given a thought to what
it means? A man importing one hun­
dred dollars worth of goods last
year had to pay 40% duty with the
surtax of 10% which amounted to
$44 in duty altogether. Add to that
the additional surtax of 25% and you
get $55, or exactly $11 more than it
was one month ago. That is one
point that is clear and concrete. An­
other factor which gives cause for
grave consideration is the Sale Tax.
I don’t know whata that Sale tax is
and I doubt if any hon. member on
the other side of the House knows
what it means. This is estimated to
bring in $900,000 and it means that
it must hit the man who pays it or
otherwise it could not realise that
$900,000. The surtax is in my judg­
ment not a just one. The 25% add­
ed on was all right if the coat were
cut according to the cloth. Mr.
Chairman and hon. gentlemen of the
Executive and of the Government, do
not live too long in a fool’s para­
dise because that is where .you are
now and the words once used by an
hon. member of this House now
passed away to describe a similar
situation are very appropriate to this
occasion and I will repeat them for
your benefit. “It is the trappings of
an elephant on the back of a cat.”
That is the position in which New­
foundland finds herself to-night;
that’s where we’ve got by Liberal
Reform and may the Gods save us
from any more reform. What is the
life of the Reformer? He usually
meets his Waterloo. Look at the
great reformer of our fisheries, the
man who was going to change the
whole order of things as far as our
staple industry was concerned.
What has become of him? He has de­
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sorted this House for the past ten
days; he is gone and no one knows
where he is or when he will return
and that Sir, is the life of the re­
former. The Minister of Education
over there is another who preached
the doctrine of Liberal-Reform. Lib­
eral indeed he has been where ho
himself was concerned but I fear he
has forgotten the Reform part of the
bargain entirely, and such has been
the history of the Liberal-Reform
Government.

I am somewhat astounded, Mr
Chairman, at the circular of the 22nd
April issued by the Minister of Fish­
eries and at many of the things it
contained. The words went forth
from the mouth of the greatest pro­
phet this country has ever known on
fishery matters, from the mouth of
no less a prophet as the Hon. Mr.
Coaker himself that the main pro­
duct of this country is not the fish­
eries. I ask the member for Burin,
Mr. Cheeseman if this is so where is
the West Coast going to get off? I
say, and T fear no contradiction, that
there never has been and never will
be anything to touch the fisheries so
far as Newfoundland is concerned.
The fisheries are Newfoundland’s
birthright and they were so long be­
fore we were here and they will con­
tinue to be so, and yet we are told
that we have to go to the interior for
our greatest and most valuable pro­
ducts. I will- say in a few words if
this is so, nobody will take a trip to
London this season.

Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the
Prime Minister and his cabinet have
considered this Budget well before
bringing it down here. Have they
given to its compilation that mature
judgment which its importance de­
mands? I do not think so because if
they had it would not be before this
House to-day. I believe that it de­
volved upon the Prime Minister to
compile it and I have to congratu­

late him upon the energy he has dis­
played in this as in other things. He
has done his best to answer ques­
tions asked here during the session
and to dig up information that we
wanted but he has nobody with him
to either give him assistance or to
give him advice and many a good
man has gone astray for the want of
wise counsel which is undoubtedly
the case with the Prime Minister.
He is a man who is acting in many
capacities but like the Hon. Mr.
Coaker, when he tried to act as Min­
ister of Fisheries, Prime Minister,
Chairman of the Railway Commis­
sion and at the same time head of a
large business, he fell down on the
job because no man can do four
men’s work and the Prime Minister
will find that the same thing applies
to him. He is Prime Minister, Min­
ister of Finance, Colonial Secretary
and now he is Minister of Marine
and Fisheries as well until I send
Mr. Cave down after the House clos­
es to take charge of that department
and Mr. Coaker will go back to Port
Union and to oblivion and my genial
and hon. friend will try to develop
some practical good for his native
land.

And next we come to the question of
Railroads. Oh, poor old Newfound­
land! Reid has had greater fun at
the expense of the government than
any man ever had before. We were
told during the election campaign that
if we voted for the Liberal Reform
government we would be able to ride
across country in pullmans. Well,
they were elected but altho* they were
liberal to the Reids but again they for
got the reform end of it and the rail­
way has cost them in the vicinity of
$3,000,000. The most funny thing
about it was that while the govern­
ment has been running the railway the
busiest months they had were the
months that proved the worst financi­
ally. Like the man in a store who af­
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ter a busy day finds that his receipts
are less than when there was nothing
doing, they found their worst months!
to be those in which the railway was
busiest hauling freight and passengers
This was shown by figures produced in
this House and now we have arrived
at a point where the government say
to the Reids we will pass back the
railway to you at the end of June. I
wonder will they. I have heard of
men having been offered a present
and refusing to accept it, and if I am
not very far out in my calculations,
that will be the case with the Reids.

There is a Railroad Commission to­
day who have issued and sent out clr
culars telling all the officials that af­
ter the 30th of June next they will
not be responsible for their salaries,
and, I am told, that if the Reid New­
foundland Company are not prepared
to take it over and operate it that the
whole thing will go into liquidation or
into the hands of a Receiver. Once the
crowd begins to know that the railway
is going into the hands of the govern­
ment and to be run under government
control in the future, the three mil­
lion dollars that the government lost
within the past twelve months on the
operation of the railroad will be only
a mere fleabite to the deficit that is to
come, because the government can no
more run a railroad as a paying pro­
position than I can disappear now
from my place in this House. Take the
six millions of dollars that you bor­
rowed. That is all gone and account­
ed for as follows: at least $2,500,000
for railway purposes; $500,000 for the
St. John’s Municipal Council; $500,000
for Public Works; $1,000,000 as re
fund to Surplus Trust Account and
$1,500,000 reserved for general purpos
es. But this last mentioned amount
is no more in reserve than I am in Dr
Barnes’ place now. You know Dr.
Barnes and every member of this
House is aware that instead of having
a surplus on the 30th day of June next
that this Colony will start out in debt 

and nothing less than $750,000. That
is your position, in debt instead of hav
Ing a surplus. You naturally ask me
why I say that. There is a lot of out
standing bills and accounts that are
not estimated for or accounted for at
all in this Budget. I fear not success­
ful contradiction to-night from any
many in the government to prove to
me that the statement I have made is
not correct. I wish my Hon. friend
Mr. Foote was in his seat in the House
so as I could tell him something
about finance. I want to tell you Mr.
Prime Minister to-night that your
own figures show my words to be ab-
selutely correct, because there is not
in your estimate of Supplemental Sup­
ply anything telling of the $400,000
that was spent to purchase Labrador
fish last year.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—The
$380,000 that was paid for Labrador
fish is charged as a debit to us and
we have taken no credit for it. It is
already charged in Surplus Trust Ac­
count.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Would you
mind showing it to me?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
shall be delighted to do it.

SIR J. CROSBIE—What have you
estimated to be the loss you have met
with cn pit props. These are some of
the bills, that I have already referred
to, as outstanding and unpaid. Has
the Prime Minister made any estimate
in Supplemental Supply for the loss
on salt.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Yes, it is all included in Surplus
Trust Account.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I say a lot
of these outstanding accounts are not
alluded to in these Estimates and I
say that we got to start out, with ev­
ery dollar that we borrowed spent, in
debt on the first of July next, and
there are no figures submitted here to
show anything to the contrary. As
was so aptly said .by Sir Michael Cash
in, we could easily have a substantial 
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surplus on the 30th of June next, but
for the way that our public monies
were wasted and thrown about by the
present administration. Now I do not
want to condemn the Minister of Ship
ping to-night, but I want to make this
statement, that, in the purchase of
these steamers that are now lying in
the harbour of St. John’s, the Minister
I feel quite satisfied in my mind, did
not know anything about the situa­
tion. I think that was already prov­
en in this House by his answers to my
questions. The position is that we.
have paid out a half a million dollars
for steamers that are not worth a
Jewsharp to Newfoundland. I say that
because I happen to know a little
about steamers.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
The amount paid for that fish Is in­
cluded in sum totals, if not in details.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That is the
trouble about tnis whole business, we
cannot ge. the celaila.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
may say that the sum of $380,000 paid
for fish is charged as a debit and we
have taken no credit for the value of
the fish. Respecting the matter of
salt. The sum of $77,000 was taken
as a debit and against that $23,000
was credited. That is accouned for in
the $1,022,000. These figures were
checked by the Auditor General and
certified by him to be correct.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Well it is
like a Chinese puzzle to me, I cannot
find it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Sir John is
right. It is not in this. It should be
found in Supplemental Supply, the to­
tal vote for which is down here at
$1,151,000

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That meanu.
after adding the $380,000 paid for fish,
that Supplemental Supply will in re­
ality be at least $1,531,000 instead of
$1,151,000, as shown here in the Esti­
mates; also add to that the loss on
pit props and I do not know how much
more. Personally, I do not blame the 

government for their attitude in con­
nection with the cutting of pit props
last winter in order to save able-bod­
ied relief. I would, perhaps, have act­
ed similarly if I were in the govern
ment. I would have attempted to get
back something for the inoney ex­
pended. If you do not get any money
in return for these pit props, well that
is purely an accident and it is some­
thing over which the government have
had no control whatever. But the fact
still remains that it is to be debited
to the colony. It is piling up our pub
lie debt and it is money that we have
not been told about in this House up
to the present and when its going to
be added up, and included in the sum
total, it will be seen that matters are
much worse in Newfoundland than you
Mr. Prime Minister even anticipated
yourself. Well what are we going to
do about it? Sir Michael Cashin point
ed this out already this evening when
he intimated that he intended to live
in this country and remain in this
country and that he was speaking for
and on behalf of the people of New­
foundland in all honesty and in all
sincerity, because he has been trying
to see some way out of the darkness
that we have got into.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—It
the Hon. member will permit me, the
$380,000 is included on page 3 of the
Budget and it is intended as an expen­
diture under the Audit Act.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—But that is
not all. There are a lot of other things
Let me tell you a story about auditing
The bookkeeper of the place furnished
the books and The Auditor went over
them and scrutinized them and gave
a certifiicate for everything to be cor­
rect as far as he could see. But that
bookkeeper, a clever sort of fellow
that he was, kept in the dark a lot of
things that the Auditor did not see.
Personally, I do not lay any blame on
the Auditor General whatever, but
when some of the bills come in and
he has to pass them he will realize 
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that there is something wrong in Den­
mark. How long has this sort of thing
to go on? What are we going to do
about it? Now I am a great believer in
education and would like to see all the
facilities possible available for the
purpose of educating our people, but
when the burden becomes such that
the people cannot stand it and the
taxes are so great that it means hung­
er then I say cut it out. Put it in its
proper place and spend less money
than we are spending today. That is
one of the ways that the government
can turn and do some good in the way
of economy. Cut out this nonsensical
department of Education and go back
to where we were a few years ago. As
I told the Hon. Minister of Education
here the other day, hungry children
cannot learn and if we tax them they
cannot produce, well then why not
depart from this path of spending mo­
ney lavishly for this useless depart­
ment. Do you know, Mr. Chairman,
that there is not going to be enough
fish caught in this country this year to
pay the revenue that is estimated in
the Budget and you got to cut down in
every department to save the colony
(from bankruptcy and I am afraid, ev­
en after doing all that I suggested,
you will not be able to save her then.
The Hon. Mr. Coaker, the great au­
thority on all fishery matters, has
said that $4 for Labrador and $5 or $4.
for Shore will be the prices that fish
will fetch next fall. Then the earning
power of the people will be much less
than I told you a little while ago, and
by the time you throw out West India
and damp out of the Shore fish it will
lessen the total value of our fish pro­
ducts by about seven or eight million
dollars. I contend that any man with
the smallest bit of judgment could
have saved this situation. I saw com­
mercial men who made the same mis­
takes as the government made. They
thought the good times were on for ev­
er. They thought the streets were pav
ed with gold; the government also 

thought this. But what do we find to­
day? We find, through lack of judg­
ement cn both their parts, a total col­
lapse all round. I told a man recent­
ly that we had to get back to pre-war
days and the quicker we realized that
the better. If the government had
seen the dark days and stopped the
expenditure that was taking place how
much better would we be in New­
foundland? Take this loan that has
been raised by the Prime Minister. I
do not suppose, Mir. Chairman, that ev
er before in the history of Newfound­
land was a Loan raised behind sealed
doors, and I suppose there were some
misrepresentations made to get that
loan. Do you know that that Loan
could have been floated on much bet­
ter terms than it was if Wood Gundy
and Company, who handled the previ­
ous loan for this colony, and others
had an opportunity to bid on that Ioan
and no such amount as $750,000 inter­
est would be charged to the colony.
My youngest boy could do better than
get this loan at 88 and I will tell you
why? At the time you accepted 88 for
it in New’ York our 6 1-2 per cent.
bonds were selling there at 94 and we
allowed New York Brokers to haul off
5 and 8 profit. That is what happen­
ed exactly, with a single stroke of the
pen 5 and 5-8 was taken off this Col­
ony and no opportunity given to any­
body to float this Loan, except three
or four American brokers; and then
.the only reason given to this House is
that the government were afraid to tell
the Opposition, fearing the Opposition
would stop the raising of the loan. If
we got that loan at 98 3-4, it means
piat it will cost this colony 6 and 7-3
interest on the six million dollars, a
happening that was never known be­
fore in the history of Newfoundland.
Why was not some other firm called
in to tender for this loan. If bonds
were sold at 94, plus interest and ex­
change, which netted practically 104,
why were we ticked off with 98 3-4?
Its the worst piece of bungling in fi-
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nance this colony has ever known, and
the only excuse given by the Prime
Minister for it is that he does not
know very much about finance. Three
hundred and fifty thousand dollars ap'
pears to be a small amount compara­
tively, but if the government had sav>
ed that on the raising of this loan, it
would have enabled them to go on for
(another year without having to cut
civil servants salaries. Mr. Chairman,
look what this bit of frenzied finance
has cost. It make one’s blood boil to
think that any New York Brokers can
put one over on us in that fashion and
can look upon us in the words of a
one time member of this Chamber,
that Newfoundlanders are too green
to burn. We members of the Opposi­
tion know and realise the responsibly-.
ty that is now upon the shoulders of
the government and I feel that the re­
sponsibility is very great, and I feel
that gladly would I do something to
help them in this emergency. I do not
say that in any spirit of sarcasm, be­
cause I can see the hard times thru
which we are passing. I stated in this
House some three or four weeks ago
and I repeat it now. I am not so sat­
isfied with conditions or that there is
any likelihood of a silver lining ap­
pearing in the dark clouds ahead, as
my hon. friend, Mr. Bennett, who tells
us that Newfoundland can be pulled
out of the mess she is in. There has
got to be some awful suffering take
place to bring her back to normal. I
have no hesitation whatever in saying
that Newfoundland has not yet seen
the dark spot at all. It is only the shad
ow we have seen of the darkness, so to
speak, as I said some weeks ago. It
government, with the assistance they
have given, can manage to start out
fishermen and we can get them all
away from here, it will be a good
thing. But there is another entirely
new situation that has arisen and that
has to be grappled with. There are
people in Conception Bay who were
depending on Bell Island for a living

631

and which industry has been closed
down for a considerable time past. If
something is not done for the people
in that section of the country, the un­
employment problem will be more
acute. We got to find some sort of la­
bour for these people to-day, because
they got to produce a portion of the
revenue that is required of them. If
something is not done and done very
quickly to solve the unemployment
question nothing will save the greater
majority of our people in Newfound­
land. And I want to serve notice on
the government that if they cannot de­
vise some scheme before next winter
whereby men will be enabled to lay
by something for their families, I want
to say that when that hour arrives it
is going to be a terrible one of reck­
oning, and anybody who has got any
foresight at all can see it in the did
tance. Again I say to the Prime Min­
ister, what are we going to do about
it? We have got to do something
about it. We are only just clear of
one problem when another comes, ana
they must be handled. If we don't do
something, make some attempt then I
say that we are going to be in a very
sorrowful plight. For instance take
my district to-day, Port de Grave. I
know the condition there to-day, just
as well as the clock is striking when
it strikes twelve. I know the position
of my people, and I want to say that
J know that your government has en­
deavoured to assist them in getting
away. You are doing what I think is
your best in this matter, and I don’t
intend to condemn you for it, but as
you say yourselves, and it is generally
admitted, we must make producers of
these men if we can, and we are en­
deavouring to get the most of Concep­
tion Bay to the fishery, but there is
another crowd who don’t go to the
fishery don't go to the Labrador in my
district, and the question they ask me
so often is. What can I do this sum­
mer, can you get me a job? and my
answer is that I cannot, and if these
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.people are unable to earn their win­
ter's supplies I fear that there is trou­
ble brewing. Let me look at this tax-
tion just a minute again that you plac­
ed on the twenty per cent. It cannot
produce the amount estimated in your
Budget Speech, and I will tell you
why, and I want you to prepare for
what is coming. The Customs Surtax
Increase one million one hundred and
seventeen thousand five hundred dol­
lars. There is no more chance of rais­
ing that money than there is of raising
twenty million, and I will tell you
why. Here is why. The men last year
the labouring men who in the past
couple of years could earn from fift­
een to twenty-five dollars a week, will
not the coming week earn more than
ten or twelve. Then what is the good
of your surtax. The earning power is
not in Newfoundland to-day to pro­
duce the revenue as forecast in this
Budget It cannot and will not be pro
duced because we have not the earn­
ing power nor the purchasing power
for the coming year. Take my district
where they could earn untold money
in the manufacture of Hoops and oth­
er essentials for the fishery and could
get good prices for them. They are
to-day unsaleable. Only yesterday a
man followed me from the Royal Bank
of Canada to my office and from there
to the wharf, a man I have known for
years, a Cooper, who begged me to
take one hundred and twenty half
drums from him at forty cents each
which last fall were worth ninety
cents, and he said he had not sold a
drum for the past three months. What
can he give towards the revenue? I
know what he can give and it is very
little, and that is why the estimate for
the coming year is impossible. I want
to tell you that next session you will be
dealing with something else besides
the revenue, if something is not done
to save the situation we will be intro­
ducing a little problem from the Ca­
nadians. They will be able to dictate
terms to this Colony for Confedera­

tion, and our birhtright will be sold.
{That is the reason why I want to ask
the Prime Minister to-night to reduce
this thing wherever possible, and say
to Dr. Barnes that the vote for Edu­
cation must come down to a position
where we will be able to meet the rev­
enue. I am sorry that Mr. Cave is not
here as there is a matter here I would
like to call his attention to. When Mr.
Bennett repeated a statement which
has already been made by Sir Michael
Cashin that he will not go to the coun­
try again as leader, Mr. Cave looked
at me with his cute little eye, and
said, a chance for you Sir John. You
bet there will be a chance for me when
I go, and I am going down to Bona-
vista Bay with Mr. Windsor and
Coaker.

MR. WINSOR —Beware of defeat.
SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I am not

afraid of defeat and that is where I
am going to put you and Mr. Coaker
to the mat.

When that change takes place and
the two cards are laid down before the
country there will be two Protestants
standing out, and the cry of Cashin
will not again go forth to the country,
and the fight will then be on even
lines, and Newfoundland will have a
chance to get her rights once more.
Mr. Bennett said that his religion is
second to none. That is every man’s
right. I am a Methodist and was born
in that Church, and with all defer­
ence to Mr. Bennett, mine is second
to none, and I hope and trust that Sir
Michael Cashin has the same opin­
ion of his religion. It is not his fault
nor my fault where we were christen­
ed, but where I was christened I shall
remain, and to my fellow Protestants
in Newfoundland I say this now. The
next fight there will be two Protest­
ant leaders, and it will be equal and
there will be no headlines in the
Morning Post to tell what Crosbie
said to the Protestants or Catholics.
I say to this House that for twelve 
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years I served under Sir Michael
Cashin as a man, and not under his
religion, and I consider him just as
much of a man now as ever I did, and
all I hope and trust is that you will
be here to give the service to your
country which you owe It as a New­
foundlander. Newfoundland has been
blessed and she has been cursed. She
has seen dark days and she has coine
back, but as I see her to-night, it is
like a fisherman told me this morning
in my office. Here Is what he said to
me: “Sometimes you will develop a
cancerous growth which can be cut
out which surgeons under operation
can destroy, but Sir, he says to me in
his own quaint way, Newfoundland is
caught to-day with fifty-two million
around her neck, and the cancerous
growth cannot be cut out. It has
spread so far that there is no good
left. That cancer or inability which
has ruled her the past eighteen
months cannot be removed because it
is too late. How true that is has been
brought home in the past few days
here.

I just want to say before sitting
down there is a matter in the Esti­
mates which when they come before
the House will have to be considered
seriously, and with the Minister of
Justice, and the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs, and Mr. Foote I was going
to say, I forget he has no job, and the
Minister of Public Works, and the
Prime Minister, we may be able to do
something to assist yet, and I would
like to ask Dr. Barnes to-night to
give the Educational vote careful
consideration before it comes before
the House, because he will agree with
me that something has to be done to
save the situation. Under taxation I
see that there is a tax of twenty per
cent, on codfish. I agree with the
Prime Minister that the revenue must
be raised, but I was hoping that could
be cut off, but apparently it can’t, but
there is one which will have to be con­

sidered and that is the forty per cent.
on what is known as fish shipped
out in foreign vessels. We cannot
afford to pay that tax. The fishermen
will be forced to pay 'that tax and the
merchants will take it off, and we
have not enough schooners either to
take away Labrador fish. What we
have here to-day which is practically
a liability on us is three masted ves­
sels, which take up to ten thousand
quintals. Six or five or four thou­
sand quintals is almost impossible to
see on the other side. The smaller
the cargo the easier it is to sell and
the better the price and that is the
reason that I would like to ask the
Prime Minister before we get to it to
have this reconsidered, it must be re­
considered, because we have not
enough small vessels here to go to the
Labrador and take the catch away,
without using foreign vessels. Mr.
Cheeseman knows that it is a mistake
to send a large cargo away to-day, the
smaller the better, and you cannot
send across cargoes in a three mast
vessel, which will be suitable to the
Trade, and in the absence of the Prime
Minister I suggest to the Attorney
General, don’t pay any attention to
Mr. Halfyard for a minute, I am tell­
ing the House that this forty per cent.
is a mistake. It was put on with the
idea that it would protect our own
shipping. It is no protection. Our
own class of shipping is too large to
proceed across the Atlantic with car­
goes of fish. There is more danger
with them of the fish getting bad. Mr.
Gosse knows it is a mistake to put
eight or ten thousand in a Labrador
vessel. If we cannot use Danes or
Norwegians or that little English ves­
sel the fishery cannot go on, and I am
asking you to have this taken down
before we get to the Estimates, so as
to have it discussed, and possibly you
may be able to bring in some plan. I
am sorry the Prime Minister is out
because that could be arranged. 1 
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think he has some idea which may be
satisfactory, but he told me of it in a
personal conversation, and I am at
liberty to tell it.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
think that will be dealt with in Ways
and Means.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—If that matter
is adjusted it will help the situation.
Now I am sorry my hon. friend Mr.
Coaker is absent but I read the News
this morning and I felt hopeful of
seeing him again when I saw that a
special ear was sent after him, so I
am looking forward to seeing him to­
morrow, to see what a week’s work
on the farm has done for him. I
heard that he was taking a week’s
rest like Bonar Law, who went over to
France to play golf, and now Lloyd
George is going. All the great men
are going, and as Mr. Coaker will be
here to-morrow we will know whether
that week was beneficial to him, and
if it was, I suggest that Mr. Halfyard
take a week off, and I will not criti­
cise him for his absence. But we will
be glad to see Mr. Coaker back again.
I don’t think he should go away and
leave us. I mean that you know.
There is something lacking here since
he went away and I hope to see him
here to-morrow better than when he
left. With regard to the President
Coaker's cargo he will probably be
able to tell us something about it, and
I tell you now I don’t intend to criti­
cise him any more about the Presi­
dent Coaker’s cargo.But in all seri­
ousness Newfoundland is to-day in a
serious position, and let us all try to
look at it as men should, and I am
satisfied to-day that this Opposition
to a man, if we can discuss some sane
policy to do so. We may differ on it,
but I think you will find that when it
becomes us to act as men that we will
fill the bill. I feel satisfied that is the
intention. I don’t want to delay the
Housd, and I am satisfied nobody on
this side want to do so, and what I 

am going to say I am speaking for
Sir Michael Cashin.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING—Sir
Michael Cashin is not gone yet.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—No but when
he does go you are coming over with
me. You cannot resist me, in other
words I have unconsciously developed
a side to my character which I knew
nothing of, and that is hypnotism. I
can hypnotise you. Whenever I try
to speak seriously you interrupt me.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—I am
sorry for interrupting you.

SIR J. C|. CROSBIE.—I forgive you.
I forgive your interruption, but as I
was dealing with the serious side of
this thing, I want to say, I want to
see in this House, and the Opposition
must see it or we won’t allow the
House to close. We want to know
the railroad policy for the future in
Newfoundland, and for the sake of
Newfoundland we of the Opposition
want to join hands with you of the
Government to do our best for the
old Colony, and I am sure Sir, that
you will be with us in heart in that,
if we differ in other matters. It is
too big a thing for the Executive, and
in justice to the Government, this mat­
ter should be laid before the House as
soon as possible for discussion to see
what can be done. The answer may
come back to us that the Reid Nfld.
Co. has not told us what they are go­
ing to do, but Reid should be made
aware that he has to tell us his plans,
and not lay the responsibility and ex­
pense of three or four million dollars
without a vote in this House. That
is what must be done, and you can
get through the Estimates in a reas­
onable time, but we under Sir Michael
Cashin’s leadership want the policy
laid down in connection with the rail­
road, and 1 may tell you now, no odds
what may or may not happen, and I
am voicing Sir Michael Cashin’s opin­
ion and the opinion of the Opposition,
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the House will not close until we have
the policy of the railroad for the fu­
ture. Now the quicker we have that
the quicker the House will close. I
am asking the Government to-night to
do this. Some member on the other
side or on this side of the House who
knows nothing of the matter may bo
able to give an idea to someone who
will be able to elaborate it. it is not
always the brilliant man who develops
the best schemes, and we may be able
to devise some scheme to operate the
railroad in a way not so detrimental
to the Colony in loss. I am sorry that
the Prime Minister is out, as I would
almost feel like asking him for an as­
surance to this effect. I know how
big the problem is, but as X am about
now to take my seat, I would like you
to let us know, Mr. Attorney General
if this will be done, and the business
of the House will be facilitated. I
just want to say now that I notice
that personal attacks have ceased in
debates, and I hope this will continue.
Any criticism I have made is not of
the man but as a Minister in a posi­
tion, and I don’t know whether I have
to thank the Printers’ strike or not
but I can glance over the Star and it
is becoming very nice. I can read it
now.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—You
will be able to buy one soon and take
it home with you.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I don’t have
to buy one I get it free. I am sorry
that the Prime Minister is absent as
there is one thing in the Budget
Speech which has not been mentioned.

The Prime Minister’s budget speech
would have been perfect for the Prime
Minister if he had forgotten that. I
will not say anything harsh, but I will
say now in the spirit of a true New­
foundlander, I will forgive him. It is
this kind of stuff that get the back up
on the part of the Opposition. We
are now in a position to go ahead with
the business of the House, unless Mr.

Coaker comes back and causes a dis­
turbance.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman, I do
not propose to review the various sub­
jects of debate in the budget as my
three colleagues on this side of the
House have so ably done. I think the
hon. members of the Government will
appreciate the fact that the course
that we have followed has been forc­
ed upon us by the peculiar manner in
which Supply, Ways and Means and
the Budget have been placed before
us. The figures that are contained in
the Estimates tabled are so abnor­
mally large, so much greater than
what was expected, that one is tempt­
ed to ask if there is any use in voting
on them at all. So it happens that we
have had the matter of Supply debat­
ed more as Ways and Means. I think
the Government should have a chance
even yet to alter their plans on the
various votes that wre are about to
take. This House,' and this House
alone, has the authority to vote sup­
plies. The Government in the last in­
stance must shoulder the responsibil­
ity for the kind of estimates they
bring down. It appears to us almost
like a tragedy to bring in estimates
beyond what the country can shoulder.
I think I speak the minds of the
House w'hen I say that we should
have the discussions that we have had
from the members on this side of the
House. Especially will w’e appreciate
the Leader of the Opposition for the
intelligent manner, the brutally log­
ical way, in which he has critised the
whole matter. I think the lesson that
we ought to take out of the big
thoughts to which he has given ex­
pression is that whilst it is easy to
sit down here and pass vote after
vote, where it is humanly possible to
cut out votes we should do so because
of the probability of the people not
being able to pay. The people should
be asked to pay only such expenses as
are absolutely necessary. I realise 
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the unfortunate situation of the Gov­
ernment during the past year, I must
also remember that the people have
chosen the Government, have elected
to make the gentlemen who at pre­
sent occupy the Government seats
their bed-fellows. We on this side of
the House must see, in as fair a man­
ner as possible, the weak spots that
we think that the Government ought
to get over. I think it is a pity that
the Government have not proceeded
about the estimates in a different way.
Everything is left to father, and that
one man finding himself with a multi­
tude of jobs has performed the work
in what might be called a lazy man’s
way. The tariff that we were promis­
ed would be adjusted has not been
touched at all. We have simply got
the old method of taking up the Cus­
toms returns, and by adding 25% to
everything that people eat and wear
we get the necessary returns. Of
course, it is an absolutely unscienti­
fic way. It is a great disappointment
to the people of the Colony, because
we were sure that there was going to
be a tariff reform. It is simply the
old idea that just at the time the
House is going to meet someone fig­
ures out that we are going to be short
and they slap on 25%. Most of the
votes are the same as last year. There
are a few changes; but what I think
is the most grotesque cut of all, the
most unworthy of all, is where they
say that as we need another couple
of hundred thousand dollars we will
cut it off the Civil Servants. If we
are going in for a reduction, if we are
going to start the idea that there must
be a reduction in Civil Servants sal­
aries, then why not say that we will
get back ourselves to the position of
two years ago? If we are going to
have a cut at all, are we going to cut
the man down who is barely getting
enough to live on while we retain the
big amount voted us last year? The
man who Is getting $1,200 is being cut

$200 while we continue to get three
times the amount we were getting up
to last year. It would be much more
to the point if the members would say
tc those Civil Servants who are get­
ting a miserable pittance we will not
cut you but we will cut ourselves.
Thirty-six members at $1,000 means
$36,000. Now suppose we cut down
to $300 that would mean a saving of
about $25,000 and it would not be
necessary to cut the man who is get­
ting less than $1,200. Why cut him,
the man on a miserable salary, $20 or
$30 when if we add together all the.
cuts possible right here in the House,
we can wipe off all need of doing it.
Let us get back to what we had before
and in later years if someone thinks
fit let him vote us back again. Why
not set the example here in the House.
There is $27,000 here in one shot and
no one would be hurt; nobody in this
House would be hurt by a cut of $700.
If any man is coming to this House
merely because of the salary he is
certainly asset to jt. Save this $27,-
000 and save the necessity of cutting
the greater number of civil servants.
Take those holding Ministerial posi­
tions; why not cut them this year?
Not one of them who is listening or
who is absent from the House at the
moment but realize that he can get
along without $2,000. They have been
elected and accepted responsibility at
salaries of $2,760. There can be a sav­
ing here of $1,300—why not cut off
that. On 8 or 10 Ministers this with
the other $27,000, would bring it up
to $40,000 which would obviate the
necessity of cutting the man on a pit­
tance. Why not do it? Before going
on with the Estimates let us do it. I
do not suggest this to embarass the
Government or to gain political kudos,
but if we are going to cut the pay of
the civil servants who are working
day in and day out and depending on
it to gain a livelihood for themselves 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 637

and families, we ought to see that we
who are not depending on it and only
serve here periodically, take the big­
gest cut off ourselves. I ask the Gov­
ernment to see the wisdom of not cut­
ting the small man. I will go further
and say that there is no occasion to
cut a single one of them because as I
pointed out the other night all you’ve
got to do is alter your programme and
trim back the things referred to which
will not make any alteration as far as
commerce or the ordinary life of the
people is concerned. Let my good
friend, the Hon. Dr. Barnes, swing
back to some other phase Of educa­
tional life if he will or to one of the
half dozen departments which the
Hon. Prime Minister is looking after.
The latter is a man of many capacities
and one often gets confused as to
which department he is representing
when addressing him. Let the Deputy
Supt. of Education swing back to his
old position for a year; let the other
crowd who are sojourning abroad and
being paid substantial salaries, be
treated as the commissioners were
and recalled. If they won’t come
home, let them look for jobs abroad.
If we are serious about this proposi­
tion we will remember that the man
who has retired to Port Union—
whether forced or voluntarily—the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
took the position that the fish com­
missioners should be called home as
the country could not afford to keep
them. If the conditions be such that
the country can't afford those who
went to look after her affairs, surely
you will agree that those who are now
looking at baseball games abroad or
the men training for the Dempsey-
Carpentier fight, can be recalled and
the educational programme left lay in
abeyance for a year. I am not oppos­
ed to it but I think it can stand a de­
lay. We have done without it and
struggled along for years and the sav­
ing on that would be $60,000. With 

the other $36,000 this would make
$96,000 which plus the estimated sur­
plus of $100,000 and the Model Farm
grant lopped off we have the $230,000.
Then why cut the civil servants? To
do so is totally wrong. What right
have I to come in here and reduce a
man who is serving the state. Do you
doubt If it were put to the people
whether the wages of the unfortunate ;
man with his green-with-age coat and >
three-quarter pants handed down from .
his father or the educational and ;
Model Farm votes was to be cut, ■
which they would vote for. Not a
man who is eligible to vote under the
Election Act which says that every­
one voting must be ‘.‘of sound mind,”
and not a man in Newfoundland, but
would say cut out the Model Farm
and let the blue ribbon winner stand
aside but don’t cut the small salaried
man. I think the Government in em­
barking on this idea have missed the
basic principle in meeting the diffi­
culty. And the principle is this, that
the salary of no man serving the
state should be touched unless it is
absolutely unavoidable. We have no
right to say he shall work for less un­
less we are compelled to say so. But
we are not compelled to say this as 1
have showed. Secondly it is not
necessary, as the Estimates them­
selves contain votes that can be dis­
pensed with. Can any man tell me
seriously that we have the right to go
and cut the civil servants, to reduce
the expenditure of the men who arjj
serving the state, simply because you
have made a bungle of the railway
policy. I picked up the Star this ev­
ening and I saw in it—a- Government
organ—under the heading of "person­
als” that the private car of Hon. Mr.
Coaker had gone to Port Union and
he would return to-day. Has he a pri­
vate car? I saw it in the Government
organ. Do I understand that he has a
car swinging up and dqwn the line to
suit his own convenience and the civil 
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servants are to be cut to pay its ex­
penses. It is true or it is not. If it
is not we see however that he can
have a special car even if he does not
own it himself and if this can be done
in these trying times, surely it is not
going to be paid for by the companies
which he is associated with. This
jerrymandering shows that everything
up there has gone to pot. You say
that a Receiver is to be brought in in
connection with the railway—that, will
cost more than the whole operations
of last year. It has been suggested
that this House should not close till
this railway question has been settled
definitely. I agree with that, and say
that we cannot close with the uncer­
tainty hanging over our heads as to
where we are going to get off on that
matter. When that railway question

. came up, I stated, and I repeat it now,
• as one who has been through the mill,
; that you cannot make a railway pay
in this country at all; you never can
unless there are totally changed con­
ditions in the Island, unless there Is
more inter-town traffic, a great in­
dustrial growth, or you change your
plans and get in the tourists by tak­
ing the lid off Prohibition as I sug­
gested before. You can never make it
pay as the hauls are too long for both
freight and passengers; to-day you
have trains going over the country
with only an odd passenger getting on
or off with Jong distance between and
barrels dragged hundreds of miles for
a mere bagatelle. This will not pay
the expenses of the crew to say noth­
ing of the other costs. Why go on
with this piffle as to what is ahead for
the coming year. Reference has been
made to the Hon. Prime Minister go­
ing to the country on a manifesto one
of the main planks of which was the
cleaning up of the railway. We were
told a Commission was to be appoint­
ed to straighten things out and we
would be able to see where we stood
this year. Twelve months have gone 

and to-night we are treated to a state­
ment in the Budget that the railway
problem is an intricate one and needs
much thought and if the Reids do
not take it over we must find out
where we stand legally. What an in­
dictment of a lazy Government. There
never was a Government whose lazi­
ness was so pronounced. Their policy
in all things is let her go, let her drift
along. One says I am the Prime Min­
ister; another, I am the Minister of
Shipping; another, I am something
else—but thank God nobody got my
job yet. There is nothing done—
twelve months have passed and to-day
we are in the position that the men
constituting the Government come in
and hand us this. The only thing
they are to be complimented on is
their gall, their supreme nerve—it
some others had it they would make
a far better success of life. Nobody
of hon. gentlemen ever fell down so
flatly. They are the embodiment of
nerve, the personification of gall; and
they come in here after 12 months and
tell us they have a terrible problem
to face. The railway has always been
a problem; it is beaten out from be­
ing a problem; it is like flogging a
dead horse to talk about it as a pro­
blem; it has been a problem as long
as one can remember. And then we
are told you must put it in the hands
of a receiver or take it over, and that
is what you will have to do as you
cannot let it close up. You will be in
the position of a man closing up the
books of a concern; if the estate can­
not pay him the one who engaged him
must do it. How can you expect one
to take your effrontery seriously is
simply wonderful. Talk of Newfound­
land being the sport of historic mis­
fortune, of Newfoundlanders being too
green to burn; why such things are
not in it with this. I can’t under­
stand how you can sit there and look
wise and happy and say we will hand
out something next year. We are ap­
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proaching the Estimates in the same
spirit as other things were dealt with
and laid on the table of the House.
Everything is happy go lucky. If the
Hon. Minister of Finance is ill, well
someone else will look after his de­
partment; and so it goes on. The
whole thing has come to the stage to­
day that as long as the Hon. Prime
Minister can hand out some old thing
the others will say, what odds, we will
get along somehow. I think I have
now dealt with the Estimates but later
I may have a word to say on some
phases of them. I do not think the
Government have any reason to be
proud of the job they have made of
these Estimates. It is the same old
way of swinging along, of trying to
find a way out, of ‘‘God is good," and
if we have been led away by our lead­
er of old perhaps the Hon. Prime
Minister, the artist in slinging words,
will keep us out of trouble—he may do
better than the blunt old chap we had
before. There is this difference: you
have to read it now to see how you
are being fooled. He wrote that he
was among clowns and living in Hell
daily and would have to go to Port
Union and live there. But the new'
Moses is smooth and polished and will
promise many things. But we have
no results as far as the Budget indi­
cates, we w’ill not have the people sat­
isfied that the cutting of the civil ser­
vants and keeping our own salaries is
right, and further the great majority
of them wall feel that we have cut
them when there was no necessity.
That judgment will be on us in 12
months if we are spared. You will
remember that when we went into
Suppl 5' 12 months ago almost the
same burlesque was handed out to the
public. We then had a tariff consist­
ing of a reduction in Bologna sausage,
and in spite of the fact, as I under­
stand, that the Ministers have lived on
it for 12 months, they are back with
hungry faces looking out for them­

selves and in spite of the depression
and the present crisis they are going
to cut those who cannot do without
the money and fall back on the lazy
man’s way of handling the Estimates.
It is not my intention to delay the
House further but I ask the Acting
Minister of Finance to give thought to
these resolutions and not ask us to
vote these reductions of civil ser­
vants. We would all regret it and
you can’t carry it out anyhow; there
are some you cannot reduce or there
will be a general tie up. The Hon.
Ministers know whom I refer to; and
ir other cases if the men are cut they
have to become dishonest; if they
have no other avenue of income and
are in positions of trust you will com­
pel them by temptation to be dis­
honest. It is a great mistake to try
and save the country at the expense
of those who are serving it. You are
starting at the wrong end; you can­
not continue to hold your own salar­
ies so high and cut the small man.
When I come to the Budget proper in
Ways and Means there are some as­
pects I wish to criticise but I would
like to say, and I think I speak for
the others on this side, that the at­
titude taken by us to-night is only by
way of i eview and without the idea of
getting down to a general line of ac­
tion and when we get down to it I
hope our criticism will not be taken
in the spirit of being captious or carp­
ing. But as I see it, and they too, we
must have some definite standing as
to the railway question. We ought
to know what the service, if any, is
going to cost us before leaving this
House. I do not think you can ask us
to extend the courtesy, granted by us
in forwarding other matters, so far as
not to wait for this. I think it is not
fair for the Executive Government
alone to deal with such a question and
it is not right to blindly close the
House without letting the people know
where we stand. We approach this, 
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not in the spirit of captious criticism,
but to learn the truth and I say to the
Government that we expect some de­
finite remarks on this subject till lat­
er when it comes up for discussion
again.

MR. WALSH—After listening atten­
tively, Mr. Chairman, to the criticism
by Sir John Crosbie, Mr. Higgins and
other members of the Opposition I
cannot allow the occasion to pass with
put a few remarks. I might say in be­
ginning that the aspect of gloom and
depression and despair outlined in the
Estimates is obnoxious to me. I would
wish to be able to compliment the gov­
ernment and recall the utterances that
went forth when we were discussing
the first Budget of the Hon. Minister
pf Finance. It will be recalled that
the government were then asking the
House to increase the civil servants
expenditure by two millions that we
could not afford. It was asked for, not
for potty party purposes, but by such
men as Sir M. P. Cashin who had hand
ed down one of the finest records as a
finance man in British North America
and produced remarkable surpluses. I
might say here that while I had not
the pleasure of hearing his valedic­
tory, I heard Sir John Crosbie say he
was about to retire from the lead­
ership of the party and will never
again appeal to the country as a lead­
er, I do not know if this is correct as
I have not heard it from himself, but
I want to say it is unfortunate if he
has been compelled to arrive at this
decision and it will be an unfortunate
day for Newfoundland when she is de­
prived of the wide experience, integ­
rity, honesty and ability of men like
Sir M. P. Cashln. I will reserve com­
ment on what might be the causes of
such a decision till a future time, but
I want to state right here to-night that
if he remains, and there is not another
man in the public life of the colony to
do so, I will sand by Sir M. P. Cashin
to the end. And notwithstanding what
has been said, and notwithstanding 

what we know to exist, if the people
as a whole to-day knew part of th©
reason which lead to the decision of
Sir M. P. Cashin, it would not be suf­
ficiently strong to place him on this
side of the House. As to the Estimates
we are discussing I regret that the
Hon. Minister of Fisheries is not in his
place now. If he is absent through
illness he has my sympathy, but if It
is because he is sulky or not prepar­
ed to come here and hear the criticism
I am directing towards him because of
his public career, he has my condem­
nation, not my sympathy. He is one
of the most prominent officials in the
colony and played a leading part in
the legislation of the last 18 months
and it is an unfortunate state of af­
fairs when we find the man who posed
to know so much of the staple indus­
try of the country sending forth this
pamphlet which states that the fisher­
ies are no longer important and we
now turn our attention to the interior.
This is one of the most serious, one of
the gravest statements ever made by
a public man. Under the department
presided over by him, there are many
subjects which I would like to discuss
and I for one would like him to be
here. A short year ago I rose from
my place here and asked him to pay
attention to the district of Placentia
and St. Mary’s, as I had a largely sign
ed petition from the people there for
a fog alarm. He rose and publicly
pledged myself and colleagues that its
erection would be proceeded with.
What do we find to-day after the ex­
penditure of hundreds of thousands
of dollars? Placentia Bay is still
without the fog alarm. As a matter
of fact we went so far in August when
we saw what the conditions were go­
ing to be like as to suggest to the De­
partment that the preliminary work
be undertaken so as to relieve the des
titution to some extent. We went so
far as to get some of the most impor­
tant men of the Bay to write to the
Hon. Prime Minister on the subject.
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He very courteously referred it to the
Dept, of Marine and Fisheries. I saw
the reply and it said they knew noth­
ing there of a fog alarm for Placentia
Bay. I don’t think that is good enough
and I for one wish to enter my pro­
test and I regret he is not in his place
to-night. If he were there are several
matters I would discuss with him.
And I want his followers to under­
stand that these matters will be dis
cussed with him as a public servant,
not as the head of his companies. He
is in a position of public trust and is
as responsible to the people of Placen.
tia Bay as he is to those of other dis­
tricts. Again in these Estimates we
find votes that are not at all neces­
sary. Sufficient will not be found for
the men safeguarding our coasts and
employed along our rivers. We will
find that some of these after years of
service have been dropped altogether
despite the fact that we who run the
affairs of the country have large sal­
aries. I see by the Auditor-General’s
report that after the House closed las?
year you raised the salary of the Chief
Justice by $1,000, of Judge Johnson.
$1,000, of Judge Kent, $1,000 and of
Sir Wm. Lloyd $1,000. You did this on
Executive responsibility. I have no
doubt these gentlemen do special and
important work which entitles them
to these salaries, and if the country
can afford it they deserve it. The
Chief Justice gets $7,000; the other
two judges $6,000 each and Sir Wm.
Lloyd $4,600. After the House closed
you voted the salaries of these men so
that the lop-off which you knew you
would have now would not affect them
at all. But the poor man, the river
warden at Bonavista, Twilllngate,
Placentia Bay or some other part of
the Island who has $120 a year you
have no hesitation in coming in here
and cutting. You have no hesitation
in docking the poor man in the Cus­
toms service 15 per cent. I think Mr
Chairman that while I want to sympa­
thize with the administration because 

of the conditions which they are up
against and their lack of money to
carry on the affairs of the Colony. I
want to sympathize with them on their
lack of ability and on the state of af­
fairs for which they are responsible,
,becauso in 18 months they have con
verted one of the most prosperous
countries under the British flag into
a land of destitution. When we went
out of power we left an Exchequer of
3 millions for the rainy day. It was
left there by the wise and judicious
management of those who were forced
to vacate office in November 1918; it
was left there because as any men of
foresight must have foreseen, these
conditions would be on us after the
war. But yon came back from the
polls intoxicated with the pride of vic
tory and went blindly into the Treas­
ury with only one object, to satisfy
yourselves and friends. The money
was handed out right and left and the
followers of all sections of the gov­
ernment were satisfied. Now we have
this spectacle after 18 months; we
find that not only have we no surplus
as predicted by the Hon. Prime Min­
ister when he delivered the Budget
Speech and estimated we would have
at the end of the year $160,000 but we
have a deficit of $700,000, not to speak
of the railway muddle. Referring to
this I endorse what has been said by
Sir John Crosbie and Mr. Higgins.
This House cannot be allowed to close
as last year and despite the able ad­
dress one night by the Hon. Prime
Minister in dealing with the railway
and despite the fact that much he said
had my support, it is not good enough
to stand here and preach one doctrine
and go out and practice another. It is
his bounden duty to see that when he
himself departs for the other side, that
men are not appointed by this House
to form a commission to handle the
railway and the affairs of the country
It has been said by Mr. Higgins that
he saw by the paper that Hon. Mr.
Coaker had a private car leaving town 
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for Port Union and that he would be
back in a day or two. It is not good
enough to have the taxpayers paying
for that car for Hon. Mr. Coaker or
anyone else. I remember when the
railway was held up by snow and my
constituents returning from Grand
Falls were held up three weeks. Fi­
nally after that time they arrived at
Placentia. I had numerous telegrams
from them and I and my colleagues
did what we could. We had to appeal
to the Hon. Prime Minister, and I want
to thank him for his courtesy in this
direction, when these men were held
up and the steamers were delayed by
ice and they could not get to their
homes at points in the Bay. We were
notified by the men that the monej
they had earned at Grand Falls, and
Badger was exhausted. They wired
in to ask if their tickets from Grand
Falls or Badger were not good to take
them home even if they had to go to
Port aux Basques and return down the
coast. I and my colleagues had to go
to the expense of sending these men
home and I have in my pocket the
third or fourth bill I have received
from the Reid Newfoundland Co. in
connection with the same.

Mr. Chairman, it is not good enough
for me it should not be good enough
for you, and I am surprised if hon.
gentlemen do not rise to the occasion,
and put a stop to this thing. There
.was a time when the old day coach
was good enough for the hon. gentle*
man and it should be good enough for
him to-day and surely if he is to have
a private car it is not too much to ask
for a second class fare for the fish­
ermen that provide it for him. I re­
peat that I do not think this is good
enough and I join hands with Sil
John Crosbie and Mr. Higgins in ask­
ing the Prime Minister not to let the
House close till something definite is
done to deal with this matter of the
railway. True it is a serious propo
sition to handle and I sympathise with
the government in what they have to 

undertake for, as Mr. Higgins has said
it is difficult to make a railway a pay­
ing proposition in this country any­
way, but an effort must be made to do
the best possible under the circumstan
ces as we cannot cut it out altogeth­
er. Now, getting back to the cutting
of the salaries of the Civil Servants.
The amount saved by this means will
only be a couple of hundred thousand
dollars, and if you do it you
will be depriving many families
throughout the country of their liveli­
hood. You are depriving men of their
support who have grown up in the
Service as well as men who have dis­
posed of their other means of support
and who are now depending on the few
dollars they get as civil servants
Again there are men in the city with
large families who will be absolutely
in want if you cut their salaries. You
would be doing them an act of justice
if you served notice on them now that
their services are no longer required.

Now, you may ask what you are to
get this $230,000. There is one depart­
ment that has been under fire quite
a lot recently and I am'going to have
another shot at it as I think it can
stand it. I am glad to see the honor­
able and genial head of that depart­
ment, Dr. Barnes, in his place because
.when I have anything to say to a man
I like to say it when he is present. We
are asked to vote a million dollars for
the department of Education; we are
asked to vote large salaries for those
in that department and to provide pic­
nics for a chosen few who are now
being trained in schools abroad. The
ttade Commissioners who were ap­
pointed to represent Newfoundland in
the foreign markets have been recall­
ed, it being evidently found possible to
dispense with their services and why
cannot we curtail on this Educational
expenditure. Now the Hon. Dr. Barnes
before the House closes will have an
opportunity to justify that vote of one
pillion dollars, he may be able to jus
tify it in his own eyes but I doubt if 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 643

ho will find it easy to do in. the eyes
of the country at large. There are a
dozen specialists or whatever it is
they are known as living in big hotels
in the United States at the expense of
the men who daily come to the Bar of
this House pleading for assistance to
cary on. the avocations by the means
of which they can earn their living.
The hon. doctor and his assistants are
drawing $15,000 for their work in tfle
department while fifty teachers in the
outports must live on salaries that do
not exceed $300; the whole fifty of
them are not getting as much as three
or four in the department. Now, can
the Hon. Doctor justify that? You try
to clip the salaries of the under paid
civil servants and yet you come in here
and ask for a vote of a million dollars
while I know places in the country
where children are actually running
wild for the want of a teacher. You
can see ads in the papers day aftei
day “Wanted a Teacher for Placentia
or Greenspond or some other place,
must be an A.A. and be a musician as?
well” and the ad. always winds up
with "Salary $450.” Now, can you jus­
tify that? I know settlements where
there are from twenty to thirty chil­
dren and where there has not been a
school for years and no attempt what
ever has been made to deal with these
places or to rectify the wrongs that
have been done them. I want it to be
distinctly understood that I mean no
distinction on Hon. Dr. Barnes; I am
referring to him as the Minister of Ed­
ucation and I criticise him because he
owes it to himself, to the country and
to this House to see that all extras
at least for the present are dispensed
with. To-day you have dozens of peo­
ple away training, you have an office
with all the trappings of a large de­
partment and yet there is no chance
from the time when all the work was
done by one man in the Colonial Se­
cretary’s department and surely when
people come daily to the Bar of the
House asking for help and considering 

all the other circumstances surround­
ing the condition of the country, it is
not unreasonable to suggest to the
hon. minister that he should chop off
at least $250,000 of that vote for this
year. That would give him three quar
tors of a million, and I think he could
very well get along on that for the
present. The Dept, of Agriculture &
Mines shows in the Estimates at a
slight decrease but I think for the
same reasons I have already mention­
ed much more might also be taken off
this department, especially consider­
ing the heads under which the money
is to be spent. The most important
vote is cut out, namely that for a geo­
logical surveyor. That is the one vote
I had hoped to see here and it is the
one that was the subject of so much
discussion last year. When I vacated
that office we had under consideration
three very likely men from which to
chose as an incumbent for that post.
There was a gentleman named Camp­
bell of Glasgow University and altho’
there is a Campbell in the department
now there would no doubt be room for
two. There was also a man from Can
ada and another belonging to the Uni­
ted States. All were men who had la­
bored long years in the great North
West and were widely experienced in
the geology of the North American
Continent. You can never expect peo­
ple to come here to develop our min­
eral resources unless we can supply
them with the necessary data. It is
futile to expect any reliable company
to come in here on any other condi­
tions and consequently I am skeptical
and suspicious as regards the D’Arcy
Exploration Co. I am disappointed
too when I see that the vote of $5,000
has disappeared from the Estimates,

’but I am still more so when I see $30,-
000 here for a Model Farm. This is not
and never can be an agricultural coun
try in the true sense of the word and
although the Minister of Agriculture
may be pardoned because of his un­
bounded enthusiasm as an agricultur­
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ist, because I believe he is in earnest.
yet that is no reason why the coun
try should go on voting tens of thous­
ands of dollars that will not make her
a return of five per cent. I believe
that Mr. Coaker was sincere but that
too was no reasoi why he should
bring the country I o the verge of bank,
ruptcy by the trying out of his wild
experiments. Now, Mr. Chairman it is
a pity thM mare consideration is not'
given to thane votes of the Educational
and Agriculture and Mines Depart­
ments for if Tb«'e had been we would
be saved the obnoxious spectacle of
coming in here and cutting the sal­
aries of Civil Servants. I asked the
question a few days ago about Old Age
pensions. Now, this is something I
am particularly interested in, and I re­
member when as far back as 1918, »
occupied a seat on the Opposition sice
and. I often made appeals to the peo­
ple who now sit on the other side fov
the old worn out fishermen who were
good enough to approach at election
time, when we would go up to then.
and say Hello Uncle John or Uncle
Jim, how are things going. How old
are you now, I think ’tis time you
were on the Old Age pensions list.
When the gentlemen on the other side
occupied seats on this side we heard
a lot of what should be done for the
aged fishermen, but when the scene
was changed they were silent. I have
here a list of old men from every dis­
trict in the country whose ages range
from 75 to 92 who have applied for the
pension. There are five pages of
names from Hr. Main district alone,
perhaps most of these came in as a
result of the by-election as I heard
there was a commissioner appointed
to register them. There are twenty
from Port de Grave and between 35
and 40 from Hr. Grace, (I would
draw the attention of the Hon. Minis­
ter of Education to that). He is gone,
I wonder if he knows these names are
down in Mr. Wood’s office waiting to
be put on the Pension list. The well 

represented district of Bonavista
shows only ten or twelve while Pla­
centia and St. Mary’s, a much smaller
district has fifty applicants. There is
something suspicious about that. Take
the district of Carbonear, a very small
district and with a small population,
with fifteen applications unfilled. The
district of Bay de Verde was appar­
ently well looked after by the Minis­
ter of Shipping. Only four applica­
tions from his district have not been
attended to. Trinity, a large district
with practically the same population
as Placentia, have nine applications
on file in the department, although
there are fifty for our district. Fogo
was well looked after, there being on­
ly four from there. What relieves my
suspicion, if I had any, with regard
to discrimination, is after coming to
the district of Twillingate, which is re­
presented in this House by the Minis­
ter of Public.Works and his colleagues
There are about the same number of
applications from that district and
from people who have not been able
to get the old age pension, as there
are from Placentia and St. Mary’s.
Burgeo and La Poile only a few; For­
tune about a dozen; Ferryland 15; in
all something over two hundred old
worn out fishermen who have applied
for the pension but have not yet re­
ceived it. There may be two hundred
more around the country who have not
applied. Surely in consideration of
what had been promised in some o-_
the manifestos of a section of the gov­
ernment, and not only men, but wo­
men were promised this pension too—
there is not going to be a hypocritical
attempt on the part of hon. members
on the other side of the House to de­
liberately codd these poor people. Al
most every other day I receive commu
nications from my own as well as oth
er districts asking for this pension
and people who have applications in
expect to know the reason why they
cannot get it. I think it was in 1909
in the Morris government that this 
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vote was first inaugurated. Four bun
dred old worn out fishermen were tak­
en in at the start and it was followed
up year after year and that number
increased. Surely if the present gov­
ernment want to maintain what they
stand for, namely, liberality and re­
form,—although I fail to see their lib­
erality or their reform except to vote
away millions of dollars on wild cat
schemes—they will see that these 200
old age fishermen will receive the pen­
sion that they are looking for—men
who are beyond their labor and no
longer able to go out and toil. Mr.
Chairman I beg to move the adjourn­
ment of the debate.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
move that the Committee rise and re­
port progress and ask leave to sit
again to-morrow.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past midnight

WEDNESDAY, June 8th, 1921.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the
Report of the Department of Militia
from 1st April 1920 to March 31st,
1921.

Hon. the Minister of Justice present
ed the Report of Select Committee on
the War Measures Act as follows:—
REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE

ON WAR MEASURES ACT.
We beg to report the draft amend

ed bill herewith for adoption by the
House

St. John’s, June Sth, 1921.
(Sgd.) W. R. WARREN,
(Sgd.) W. J. HIGGINS.

On motion it was ordered that this
report be referred to a Committee of
the Whole House on to-morrow.

The remaining orders of the Day
were deferred.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

' It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
this afternoon at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, June 8.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to
adjournment.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I beg leave to pre­
sent a petition from the residents of
Spinner’s Cove in the District of Trin­
ity requesting that if a census is tak­
en that they be included in the district
of Bonavista.

MR. ABBOTT.—I ask leave to pre­
sent a petition from the residents of

in the district of
Bonavista, asking that a postal com­
munication be established.

SIR M. P. CASHTN gave Notice of
Question.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Question two. The Government neith­
er directly or indirectly has not made
any representations to the Imperial
authorities that a warship be station­
ed here. There was no correspond­
ence.

Question three. There has been no
definite communication from the Reid
Nefoundland Company with respect to
the decision of the Government as to
the operation of the railroad on June
the 20th. It is probable that we will
hear within a few days. .

Question four. I have asked the
Deputy to, prepare the information.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I beg to call
the attention of the Prime Minister to
the fact that a couple ' of questions
asked by me of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries have not yet been an­
swered.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I 
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have given instructions to Mr. Stirling
to get In tduch with Mr. Hutchings at
the Department and have it prepared.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—This is the
Richard Kelly who filed the affidavit
against Mr. Woodford. It is a nice
thing for the Government of this
country to pay this man $62.00 per
month as his price in this matter
when the Government says it is run*
ning matters on economic lines.

CAPTAIN LEWIS—While this ques-
tion is before the House I wish to say
that the Minister of Posts had as
many as seventy-five applications for
old age pensions from people in the
District of Harbour Main but they
were not heeded but they answered
Kelly’s by paying him $62.00 per
month. Kelly has been many days
away from his office and I would like
to know the number of trips he has
made and the amount of repairs he
has effected. This job was never in
creation until Kelly unseated Dr.
Jones and Mr. Woodford and if the
Government intends retrenchment this
is the first job they ought to dispense
with. They ought though give the old
age pensioners their consideration.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Be­
fore proceeding with the Committee of
the Whole on supply, with the court­
esy of the Opposition, I suggest that
certain items on the Order Paper be
dealt with. On yesterday, we referred
a bill re the War Measures Act in
which Mr. Fox is interested, to a
Select Committee consisting of the At­
torney General and Mr. Higgins. That
Committee brought in their report lat­
er in the day and I now move that
the House resolve itself into Com­
mittee of the Whole on this Bill.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Before the pas­
sing of this Bill, I wish to bid good
bye to this Act. For the first time
since 1914, peace is declared and it is
time to get rid of this most dangerous
act on the statute book. Since peace
was declared in 1918 this Act was kept 

in force here in Newfoundland and
has been the curse of the country ever
since. Last year the fishery rules
were brought into existence by enact­
ment in this House but afterwards
they were found to be imperfect in
their action when the test case came
before the Supreme Court and the
merchants who brought on the case
got a decision in their favour, but this
War Measures Act was availed of to
carry out the rules and to-day New­
foundland is out of pocket millions of
dollars; therefore I take much plea­
sure in bidding this Bill good-bye and
I hope it will never return in our day.
This Act was the ruination of many
men, especially Mr. Penny who lost
$60,000 on fish. He had sold the cargo
of fish in question but under the War
Measures Act he was not allowed to
sell it or export it rather. It was held
over for months and to-day he is pen­
niless. That Act was in the hands of
unscrupulous men and Penny and
hundreds of others are ruined to-day
on this account. You know the man
who ran this country with a high
hand and used this Act to do so. You
are some of his company. And to-day
you are some of the pall bearers and
chief mourners to that weapon with
which he destroyed Newfoundland.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Before this
Bill passes to abolish the War Meas­
ures Act, I would like to say farewell
and to use the words of Sir Michaet
Cashin this country has lost hundreds
of millions of dollars on account of
its use in the hands of unscrupulous
men. Rules re the fishery were found
to be destructive by a decision of the
Supreme Court but the government of
the day under the leadership of Sir
Richard Anderson Squires used this
Act to get over the difficulty. To-day
the government as well as the Oppo­
sition including the Minister of Ship­
ping are the pall bearers and mourn­
ers and I do not know whether Mr.
Coaker is dead or alive. I saw by the
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Star that a private car Is gone, but
apparently he has not yet reached
town. It is beautiful weather for farm
ing and perhaps he is down at Port
Union turning up bog. It is a pity
that he and others prostituted this
Act. This is one and only one meas­
ure of the government that I can read­
ily support. It is time to have it re­
moved from the reach of irresponsible
people. There is a smile on Mr.
Cheeseman’s face and I guess he is
glad too.

MR. CHEESEMAN—You are right.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—This is one

convert and I see another in the per­
son of the Minister of Shipping. I am
afraid I will have too many converts
soon. I want to say of Mr. Jennings
that anything I had to do with his de­
partment was done with the highest
respect to him, and this is not taffey,
and I want all on this side to know it,
that all I had to do was to write a let­
ter to him and everything was all
right, but I am back to the War Meas­
ures Act again. Bonar Law is gone,
Coaker is lost, Lloyd George is order­
ed to be arrested, amen, the War
Measures Act is gone.

MR. MACDONNELL—Just one word
before this Act is wiped oft the statute
book for ever. I am aware of the
Minister who introduced this Bill.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE
—The Prime Minister.

MR. MACDONNELL—Thank you.
That makes it all the worse. In one
breath the Prime Minister tells us
peace is declared and in another in­
forms us that a warship has .been
brought here. We on this side do not
know where we are. The Min. of Ma­
rine and Fisheries has seen fit to de
sert us, and I suggest that the Minis­
ter of Education find out where the
Minister is by a algebracal problem
using the two terms x and y. This
War Measures Act has been used dur­
ing the last few years to make war
on the best interests in Newfoundland.
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
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will be remembered by it, because he
used it to make war on the fishery of
this country. The rules proved to be
aboritive according to the decision of
the Supreme Court and like the golfer
he called to the caddie to bring up the
mashie. He used this Act to get over
the matter. Then the chief member
of the government will be remember­
ed by it as he used to overcome the
difficulties in the matter of sugar.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker,
I crave the indulgence of the House
to refer to a matter of grave import­
ance. The position, Sir, to-day is that
as the Labrador service is to be run
by the Ranger, Diana and Sagona, it
will be impossible for the Conception
Bay crews to get to the Labrador. In
proof of this statement I say to the
Hon. Minister .of Shipping that from
Cupids alone there will be 41 crews
aggregating about 180 men, women
and children which means that the
Diana, considering their motor boats
and other outfits, will not be able to
clean that place out. The Ranger, as
the Hon. Minister knows, will be want­
ed for Carbonear; and Hr. Main, Bri-
gus, Clarke’s Beach, Bay Roberts and
Spaniard’s Bay will have no accommo­
dation whatever. Something must be
done to change this condition of af­
fairs. The Hon. Prime Minister, like
mvself. wants to get all the people of
Conception Bay to the fishery. You.
Mr. Speaker, as the representative of
Carbonear, must realize that these
three boats will not take them down.
I want to appeal to the Hon. Minister
of Shipping; I want other arrange­
ments made. If from Cupids there will
be 41 crews with 11 motor boats, that
will fill the Ranger to capacity. I
know as a matter of fact that she will
not take these boats on deck. There
will be considerable crews from Hr.
Main, Port de Grave, Bay Roberts, Hr.
Grace, Spaniard's Bay and Bay de
Verde and as the service is constitut­
ed you cannot get them down. As you
remember, the Edmund Donald, Ran­
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ger and Sagona were engaged, but I
don’t know i£ the Diana wag or not. I
had messages then and some people ev
en came to see me as to the matter
o£ getting down. I hold no brie£ for
the Edmund Donald, and I don’t care
what you do in the matter, but I do
know that the most popular boat with
the people going to Labrador is the
Edmund Donald. I happened to be
the acting manager or agent for the
Edmund Donald, but that cuts no ice
with the government. The owners sup­
ported the government; just now I
think the government and individual
members, o£ the company are not
friends, but that has nothing to do
with Conception Bay. She is the most
suitable boat and will give the best
service to those who are entitled to
the best. You ought to consider this
matter and decide on the best boats to
get these people down. If you trust to
those three boats you will not find
them suitable as far as I can judge
from the knowledge I have, and I wish
Capt. Gosse was here, as I know he
would endorse what I say. He knows
the position. I am appealing to get
these people to the fishery so that they
can produce the revenue. You Mr.
Prime Minister can see my position.
Another matter which has been
brought to my attention, and which I
and the Hon. Minister of Shipping
have discussed in a casual way is that
of the passenger accommodations on
these three boats. The Sagona was
run .by the Railway Commission and
after the 30th of June by the Reids.
There was a great discrepancy in the
fares, on the Sagona the price was
?17 and food provided and on the Di­
ana, it was only ?G and find yourselves
The people prefer the latter rate. Un
der the late government that was ar­
ranged with the Reids, and I think it
ought to be held to now. It may cost
the government a little, but it will be
a mere bagatelle to the already long
list of expenses. I say to the Hon.
Minister that I protest against Brigus 

being cut out as a port of call for the
season.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—It has been
advertised as a port of call already.

. SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would like
it decided now so that I could tele­
graph my constituents that the Ed­
mund Donald will be put on, and if
it is necessary to do so take the mo­
ney from my road grant and take the
people down to Labrador. I will work
in harmony with the Minister to get
them down, not only from my own
district, but from any others as well.
The Hon. Mr. Warren who was form­
erly the representative for Port de
Grave will sympathize with me in the
position. I want the same rates as on
the Ranger nad Sagona. I am sure
the Hon. Prime Minister will agree
witli me on this in the interests of the
people, even though the owners of the
Edmund Donald are not now in favor
of the government; we are bigger men
than that; give us the Edmund Don­
ald and she will take 600 people
against 250 on the other boat, and will
also have space to carry their motor
boats and outfits. ' I know that the Hon
Min. and the Hon Mr. Warren wih
agree with me. I regret that Capt.
Gosse is out of the House as he is ac­
quainted with this subject because he
goes to the Labrador himself. I ask
for an answer, as I want to give it to
my people. As to the matter of rates,
a rate was fixed on the Glencoe to take
the people down the Straits, and if it
was fixed on her why should it not be
on- the other ships. I appeal on behalf
of the whole of Conception Bay.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—Replying to
the member for Port de Grave, I wish
to say that for the last three or four
weeks the Sub-Collectors from Brigus
to Western Bay, have been finding out
how many people are going to Labra.-,
dor. According to them there will be
about 800. Figuring out as we have
with the arrangements for the Labra­
dor—tlie Diana and Ranger going and
the Sagona following—we think these 
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can clean all the places up. The Ran­
ger is going to Western Bay, Carbon­
ear and Hr. Grace and will take about
300 or 350 people. The Diana calling
at Hr. Main, Brigus, Cupids and points
along the coast will take another 30Qt
The Sagona leaving on the 15th or
20th of the month will take about 250.
That I calculate will take up the 800
or 850 which according to the Sub­
Collectors will be all those intending
to avail of the boats. As to the rates
on the Sagona I interviewed the Rail­
way Commission this morning, and
they promised to take up the matter
and let me know what they would de
I think they will accede to the 56 rate
The Edmund Donald is an excellent
boat, but to my mind she has one fault
I was informed by men who went down
in her last year that while she has
splendid passenger accomodation and
space for taking the motor boats and
outfits, she is not fitted to contend with
ice and if as usual they meet it they
fear for what will happen. That is the
only reason I did not avail of the Ed­
mund Donald this spring in trying to
effect the charter. On the other hand
the price charged for her last year
was outrageous. She cost $10,000 for
a month besides coal etc., amounting
to $19,000 altogether which for the trip
was excessive. This year we thought
we could get the people down cheaper.
I would like to say that as far as the
figures furnished my office and the
information of the Sub-Collectors go.
I think the three ships would clean
up all going to the Labrador satisfac­
torily.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—The explana­
tion of the Minister and the informa­
tion of the, fa’ib-Collectors show they
don’t know what they are talkmg
about. There are 41 crews and 11 mo­
tor boats in Cupids alone, and the
Diana cannot carry them. You say the
Range’’ is going to Western Bay a id
Carbon’ur and will clean up these
joints; but what about Hr Grace an-!
the other places.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—She will clean
them up too.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am glad
now that you brought up the matter
of the price charged for the Edmund
Donald. She was chartered to the
Reid Nfld. Co. and the amount receiv­
ed as shown on the books in my office
to-day does not exceed $9,000. The
friends of the owners must have beei
getting the price. Your charge is to­
tally incorrect. You might have paid
it but the others got it. I don’t want
the people of Conception Bay, in view
of the existing conditions, to suffer
for want of a boat. I say that the
whole thing as far as the Conception
Pay people to-day are concerned, is
impossible. You certainly cannot move
them in these boats. Say the Edmund
l onald is no good and get the Eag’e if
you like; but a fourth boat is needed
to. move thnn. 1 hope you will do
something r-ght away as I want to
telegraph my people that the extra
l.oat is arranged for. The Edmund
Donald does not bother me. I want the
service for the people, and I say that
three of Cupids will fill the Ranger.
These Sub-Collectors who gave yon the
figures are asleep; they do not know
their way around at .er dark. The idea
of the ship calling at Western Bay
first is only with the object of christ­
ening your own child first. I do not
blame the Minister for that; but i
want the people of Cupids christened
there and I will 'not be satisfied till
I get an answer. I have put this plain
ly to the government and the Primo
Minister, and 1 ask for another boat
to carry down the crews. I have been
open enough to say take my district
grant or supply for the pupose; but
get them down. That’s the point.
They have gone down for years like
cattle but the few dollars necessary
for the extra steamer would make no
difference. When we go in under Ca­
nada it will cost us a few dollars al-.
right.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I am sor­



650 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
ry for the political reference the last
speaker has made before sitting down.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Forget it.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—

This is an entirely new matter that 1
will be glad to take up with the Min­
ister of Shipping when the House rises

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—This is a half
holiday, and I will be satisfied if I get
an answer to-morrow. If the Minis­
ter will answer it then I will be sat­
isfied.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—If the Diana
and the Ranger cannot accommodate
the people I do not see why anothei
boat cannot be put on.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—Sir John
Croatia has said that I know some­
thing of the conditions, under which
these people go to the Labrador.
There never was sufficient accomoda­
tion and while I had the honour ol
representing Port de Grave I was bom­
barded with requests as to boats and
the ports to be called at to bring the
people down. I hope the government
will see their way clear to get the fish­
ermen down as so much depends on
their success at the fishery.

CAPT. LEWIS—I would ask leave,
Sir, to say a word dr two on this mat
ter. I endorse all that Sir John Cros-
bie has Said. Knowing the conditions
as I do, I say that the Diana and Ran­
ger are no better than cattle boats;
and I have letters to produce in (this re­
spect that would make the government
sit up especially as to the Diana, while
she was on the service last year. If
there is now an opportunity of gett­
ing a better boat we should lose no
time in getting her. I am pleased to
know that the people are taking up
the prosecution of the fishery notwith­
standing the setbacks they have met,
and I will be delighted to learn that
they are preparing to go and get the
revenue from the deeps which a boun­
tiful Nature provides. I am pleased to
know that they are so determined and
we should make every provision poa
sible for their comfort. The few thous 

ands saved in this transaction by not
putting on the needed boat will not
save us from bankruptcy. You could
not spend it better than in arranging
to take them to Labrador. One boat
it is said will sail on Monday, the
other on the next Monday and the
third on the 20th. As you know there
will be a rush of those who are trying
to get trap berths. This will be dis­
crimination and those who cannot get
passage on the Diana or Ranger will
be at a disadvantage as the others will
be six dys ahead of them. I think you
should consider this fully and well and
see that there is safe accomodation. I
am informed that the Ranger will not
get out of Western Bay as she will
be filled by the people there and of
Carbonear. I understand that the Sa-
gona will take only women and chil­
dren. It is said there will be more
men than ever, fishing this year. You
will have to take their families and
boats etc., and if it doieis cost a few
thousand more it will be money well
spent as it will be put to the conveni­
ence of the people.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention of
the government to permit the increas­
ed railway fares at present in effect
to be charged by the Reid Nfld. Co.,
after July 1st next, seeing that in the
United States and Canada there has
been a reduction in railway fares
since the beginning of the year as
part of a general movement to reduce
the high cost of living and if the gov­
ernment does intend to permit the rail
way company to charge increased
rates will he State the reasons which
the government considers justifies
such a step on its part?

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the government lelth
er directly or through His Excellency
the Governor, has made representa­
tion to the Imperial Authorities that a
warship be stationed in this port all
the summer and giving as a reason
therefor, the fear that disorders may 
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take place, and if go to lay on the
Table of the House copies of any com­
munications In regard to this matter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked hon. the
Prime Minister what steps, if any,
have been taken by the government to
prepare for the contingency of the
Reid Nfld. Co., refusing to operate the
railroad system of the Colony after
July 1st and if any negotiations are
in progress between the Reid Nfld. Co.
and the government with the object of
arranging a new contract or other
agreement for the operation of the
road during the next year!

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
— to quest’/ i t” ) .rhe s'verm
nient neither directly or indirectly
has not made any representations to
the Imperial authorities that a war­
ship be stationed here. There was no
correspondence. As to question three
There has been n.’ definite communi-
< ation from the Reid Newfounliand
Company with respect to the deeisf >n
of the government as to the operation
of the railroad on June the 30th. It is
probable that we will hear within a
few days. As to question four. I have
asked the Deputy to prepare the in­
formation.

MR. MACDONNELL—I beg to call
the attention of the Prime Minister-to
the fact that a couple of questions ask
ed by me of the Minister of Marine &
Fisheries have not yet been answered.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I have given instructions to Mr.
Sterling to get in touch with Mr.
Hutchings of the department and have
it prepared.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries to lay on
the Table of the House the following
information: What quantity of fish
the schooner "President Coaker” dis­
charged, what are the qualities. How
much was destroyed unfit for food;
what amount was paid for cold storage
under agreement before said vessel ar­
rived and what amount is paid per
month now for said cold storage. Hov. 

much has been sold up to 5th June and
who has control of selling said cargo
and what price was paid for what has
been sold to date.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraph to
lay on the table of the House the fol­
lowing information: "If Richard Kel­
ly of Holyrood is in the employ of the
Post and Telegraph Department? If
so, what are his duties and what sal­
ary is he receiving?

CAPT. LEWIS—While this question
is before the House I wish to say that
the Minister of Posts had as many as
seventy five applications for old age
pensions from people in the district
of Harbor Main, but they were not
heeded, but they answered Kelly’s by
paying him $62.00 per month. Kelly
has been many days away from his of­
fice and I would like to know the num­
ber of trips he has made and
the amount of repairs he has
effected. This job was never in crea­
tion until Kelly unseated Dr. Jones
and Mr. Woodford and if the govern­
ment intends retrenchment this is the
first job they ought to dispense with.
They ought to give the old age pen..
sioners their consideration.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Min. of Justice the Bill en*
titled “An Act to amend the Law So­
ciety Act” was read a third time and
passed, and it was ordered that it be
engrossed being entitled as above, and
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun­
cil with a message requesting the con­
currence of that body in its provisions

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend the War Measures
Act—1914.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, I

want to join in the general expres­
sions at the departure of—I was go-
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Ing to soy an old friend—an old en­
emy. The War Measures Act was en­
acted in 1914 at a special war session
of the legislature and it was enacted
for a very high and a very specific
purpose. I think that it was at the
suggestion of the British Government
that it was put on our Statute Book
in the first place and I think that in
every other part of the British Em­
pire was past similar legislation. The
object of the Act coming into exist­
ence at all was for the sake of the
Empire and for the sake of Newfound­
land and it was not anticipated or
never contemplated that it would be
put to any use; it was absolutely in­
tended to go on the Statute Book of
this country as a precautionary step
during the period of the war. All
through the war that Act was on the
Statute Book and it was never ap-
plied until a necessity arose which
was not covered by any other Act. In
other words it was put on the Sta­
tute Book for the express purpose of
meeting cases of emergency arising
out of the war. The War Measures
Act was a very safe and a very neces­
sary piece of legislation when proper­
ly and judiciously used. It was avail­
ed of by the last administration in a
proper spirit and for a proper pur­
pose, and as has been stated here al­
ready this evening, it remained for
the present administration to prostiz
tute that Act for their own selfish and
ulterior purposes and that is the reas­
on that we gladly subscribe to itsf
passing and to its obliteration from
the Statutes of Newfoundland. To al­
low it to remain on the Statute Book,
under present conditions, would be
putting a weapon in the hands of ir­
responsible individuals who will not
stop and have not stopped in the past
from carrying out their own personal
and ulterior designs to the detriment
of the whole country. The War Mea­
sures Act was capable of doing any­
thing or being used for any purpose,

There was no limit to its powers and
to the powers given to the Governor­
in-Council thereunder, except the
tearing up of the very constitution it­
self. As I have said before, Mr. Chair­
man, on many an occasion in this
Chamber, the rights and the powers
of this legislature should not be voted
away or given away to any body of
men in this country, because of the
viciousness of such a principle. But
I see the door is being closed this af­
ternoon and the Act, in its entirety,
is to be wiped out and no longer can
the legal and legitimate rights of the
people be interfered with. The object
and the purpose that stood behind this
enactment, known as the War Mea­
sures Act, was for our Imperial and
Colonial safety. The danger of hav­
ing such a powerful weapon in the
hands of unscrupulous and irrespon­
sible men, men who have exploited the
War Measures Act in every conceiv­
able fashion for their own advantages,
individually and collectively, is about
to be taken away, however, and for
that we are very thankful. I am very
glad indeed that the Select Committee
who considered this Bill have in their
report suggested the entire oblitera­
tion of the Act from the Statute Book
of this country, and in doing so these
gentlemen have performed a public
service. They fulfilled a duty, which
was entrusted to them, fearlessly and
properly and I hope that their finding
will have the endorsation of the en­
tire House. I hope that every mem­
ber of this House will vote out of ex­
istence a measure that has been so
very aptly designated this afternoon,
prostituted and put to uses to which it
was never intended. It was used not
as in a time of national crisis ant}
not as in a time of emergency or not
when matters of a national or Imper­
ial character were at stake, as it
ought to have been used; but rathei;
was it used in a time when selfish in­
terests were at stake by irresponsible
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individuals who really did not know
the trouble that they were bringing
on the country. By the use or rather
the misuse of this Act by the present
administration it has cost this coun-
try millions of dollars. This is the
one piece of legislation that we or)
this side of the House subscribe and
gladly subscribe to in order to wipo
out a measure that will put in the
hands of those men who form the pre?
sent Executive Government, a weapon
that they at any time may use for
their own selfish or personal pur­
poses. Now that it is dead I want to
join with others on this side of the
House in paying it a tribute of dis­
respect and I hope that neither this
country or any other part of the Em?
pire will ever re-enact such an Act
to be used in ’the way this one was.

HON. MINISTER POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—Mr. Chairman, as a
result of the remarks made by the
hon. member for St. John’s West, I
feel I am compelled to say something
on the subject matter now before the
Chair. The War Measures Act was a
very necessary Act. Under that Act
great good was accomplished for New­
foundland and I can substantiate that
assertion by citing an instance where­
by the War Measures Act brought un­
told benefit to the country. During
the time of the Tonnage Committee
and before the Department of Ship­
ping was in existence, conditions in
connection with the marketing of our
codfish was anything but desirable.
There was no trouble to get any kind
of a price for codfish, but the greak
trouble was tonnage and how to mar­
ket our products. Conditions that
arose were such that it was found im­
possible to effect insurance on car-,
goes of codfish in sailing vessels go­
ing to European markets because such
vessels had to pass through the war
zone. Sir John Crosbie has a perfect
knowledge of the matter of which I,
speak. The trade along Water St. 
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and in fact all over the country was
very much agitated over the situation
that had arisen and fish purchasers'
contended at the time that it was use­
less to buy fish if they could not get
it to market. For two or three weeks
matters were at a standstill. Nobody
would ship fish to market unless in­
surance could be got on the cargoesi
When Lloyds refused to issue insur­
ance the National Government effect?
ed insurance on Government account
to the extent of a million and a quar­
ter dollars and sent vessels with fish
cargoes across the ocean, through the
war zone to the fish markets. This
step was taken under the War Mea7
sures Act that we hear so much about.
The National Government, of which I
was a member, took a wonderful risk?
and there was a great possibility at
the time of having imposed on this
country a liability of a million and a
quarter dollars. Providence, if you
will, favored the National Govern­
ment and practically all of that fish
reached its destination. I think, if I
remember rightly, only one cargo was
lost. The insurance premiums were
so high that the Government of that
day made money on the transaction,
and that is one reason why Sir John
Crosbie had a balance in favor of the
Shipping Department when he vacat­
ed that office. Supposing it had turn­
ed out the other way and those vessels
had never reached the other side.
Don’t you think there would be a loud
cry from the people throughout the
country over our attitude and would
not we be asked what business we had
to jeopardize the people’s money.
However, luckily it turned out all
right and the country benefitted mil­
lions of dollars by the use of the War
Measures Act at that time.

■But what I object to is for the hon.
member for St. John’s West to make
the accusation he did against the ad­
ministration who used the W’ar Mea­
sures Act during the past year or 
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two. He accused us of having pros­
tituted that Act for our own selfish
and ulterior ends. I think that state­
ment is unworthy of the hon. member.
If things turned out wrong in 1920
when there were scarcely any risks to
be taken and turned out alright in
1918 when the risks were great, sure­
ly that is only a matter of luck. As
a member of the Executive Govern­
ment I may inform the hon. membei;
that I am prepared to take my share
of the blame for whatever was done.
I throw back in the teeth of the hon.
member that anything done under the
War Measures Act last year was done>
for selfish motives; it was done for
the best purposes and for the best in­
terests of the country generally.

MR. BENNETT—The way to Hell
is paved with good intentions you1
know.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I am sure that those
who take a leading part in the Gov­
ernment of to-day exceedingly regret
if anything they did turned out detri­
mental to the best interests of the
country. Measures were brought into
being last year with the object of re­
lieving a desperate and trying situ­
ation and the ultimate object of bring­
ing good to the whole country. What
was expected did not materialize and
the advantages that should be derived
were not derived, owing to the lack
ot unity and co-operation; and not
alone that, but everything possible
was done to defeat the object hoped
to be attained. That is one of the
reasons that we are left in the posi­
tion we are to-day. I hope that ths
War Measures Act will never have to
be ' used again, and I hope that Mr.
Bennett will give us the benefit of the
doubt, as what was done by us under
that Act was done in the best inter­
ests of the country and not to serve
any selfish or ulterior designs.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—Mr. Chairman,
I am glad that the Minister of Posts 

and Telegraphs has revived and I am
pleased to see him once again to his
feet. He is looking much better now.
He told the story of the War Measures
Act during my absence from the House
this afternoon and stated how that
Act helped me to make money for my
department. It was partly correct,
but otherwise absolutely wrong. When
the War Measures Act was used pro­
perly it was alright, but when it was
prostituted it was all wrong. As Mr.
Bennett has told you, the road to Hell
is paved with good intentions and that
is exactly what happened to you Mr.
I-Ialfyard. Your intentions were good,
but it was a curse that befell this Col­
ony the day that you used the War
Measures Act to control something
about which you knew nothing. It
was such men as you Sir, who prosti­
tuted the War Measures Act. Not ev­
en the great Coaker himself could out­
wit the greatest governing factors the
world has ever known—the law of
supply and demand—and that is my
answer to the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs. People who used the
War Measures Act in the National
Government knew how to use it and'
when to use it. > Yes, I made money
out of insurance under that Act, be­
cause the Government was practically
forced to take up the question of in­
surance and deal with it at that time;
but I am afraid that there are people
in this country, particularly the mem­
ber from Trinity, who do not know
the first rudiments of war insurance
or marine insurance or any other
kind of insurance. What has been
said by members on this side of the
House concerning the prostitution of
the War Measures Act to satisfy the
personal spleen and selfish desires of
certain members of the prseent Exe­
cutive I reiterate now, because the
War Measures Act was never intended
to be used as it was under the cir­
cumstances in the Smith-Shipman
case in the Supreme Court. It was 
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never intended to prevent a man from
conducting his own business properly.
Consequently, it was a curse to this
country and nobody knows that better
to-day than the Hon. W. F. Coaker,
who said in his circular to a section
of the people of the country, "I am
living in Hell while I am in the House
of Assembly.” It was not Hell, it was
the remorse of conscience that was
troubling him and which is worse
than Hell. If the War Measures Act
had not been enforced by the present
Executive Government, and of which
Mr. Halfyard is a part, concerning the
handling of our fish products we
would not be in the serious position
we are to-day. Men would have been
allowed to conduct their own busi­
nesses properly, our commercial fab­
ric would not be tumbling down about
our ears and millions of dollars be­
longing to the people of this country
would not have been scattered to the
four winds of Heaven; and then ths
Minister of Posts & Telegraphs says
that if there had been unity and co­
operation under the War Measures'
Act that the fishery rules and regu­
lations would have been, successful.
Business men, if they displayed any
intelligence at all, could not possibly
unite, under such rules and regula­
tions. What do you find to-day as a
result of the regulations? You find a
fisherman going around town with a
yaffle of fish under his arm all day;
unable to get a purchaser and begging
merchants to take it at any price. Asf
a matter of fact fish is practically un­
saleable in St. John’s to-day, and the
great Liberal Reform Government are
responsible for this state of affairs.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—There are lots oil
places outside of Newfoundland he
can sell, Nova Scotia for instance.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Coaker,
after a long search, could not find any
outside of Newfoundland; he better
send you next.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I am not going to
listen to personalities.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—You’ll take
your medicine.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I did not refer to
you personally, but in your capacity
as Chairman of the Tonnage Com­
mittee.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—And I am re­
ferring to you as a member of the Ex­
ecutive Government. When I was a
Minister of the Government I was able
to take any amount of criticism and I
got it too. Now you take it.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I’ll take it, you are
only injuring yourself.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—-You can’t in­
jure me, you who was small enough
to dismiss a little 16 year old girl be­
cause her father had voted for me.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS—My demeanour is
judged by intelligent men.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—-Your demean­
our is it Mr. Halfyard, why you are
not even full measurement to get up
and tell me that this War Measures
Act was used properly and correctly
in 1919 and ’20. I regret that you'
should have so far forgotten yourself
as to be a party to such infamous;
transactions. Save me from myself
you ought to say. It would be far
better if you had acted differently than
you did in connection with one Rich­
ard Kelly of Holyrood, whom you
gave the position of Telegraph Re­
pairer in payment for signing the affi­
davit against William Woodford.
When I ran my department, it was in
a business like manner and my re7
cord stands before the country to-day,
When every country was in want of
food and tonnage I produced both of
these two great esentials for this
country. I do not claim to know it
all, but I bow to no Minister of Ship­
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ping that you have hacMiere yet. When
T ran the Prospero and Portia I had
a credit, after leaving the Depart?
ment, for $135,000, for which amount
I now hold a certificate from the Aud­
itor General. Does the Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs know that
when I left the Shipping Department
in 1919 this country was paying $17 a
ton for coal and a few months after
the people were called upon to pay
$21 a ton for it. Does the Minister
know anything about that? The idea
of a man getting up and talking about
how that War Measures Act was used,
when as a matter of fact he does not
know whether or not it is fit to eat.
May I say that T support the Act for
the reason that it is no longer requir­
ed on the Statute Book of this coun­
try and I support it for the reason
that the present Government are not
fit to have such a dangerous weapon
in their hands and a weapon which'
they might use in the same way as
they have used it during the past'
eighteen months. That is my answer
to the Hon. Mr. Halfyard.

HON. MINISTER OH POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—We have been calledl
misfits and incompetents by members
on the other side, but I reiterate that
Sir John Crosbie had luck at his side;
because there were certain things
contemplated, and mooted to be done)
under the National Government, that
were not done, and if they had been
done there would have been a differ­
ent story to tell. Now I would like
to ask Sil' John Crosbie who it was
suggested that the Newfoundland Gov­
ernment endorse and guarantee the
Roumanian Bonds?

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—You remind
me of a sparrow flying around a
blackbird, saying if I were you I would
put my head under my wing. I have.
not yet discussed Roumanian Bonds
and before I am through with discus­
sing them you will have got more
than you bargained for. I know all 

about what happened in connection
with the Roumanian Bonds and I was
going to tell you about the Escasoni
too, as I was afraid you did not know
anything about her.. You and your
associates who were with me in th<«
National Government know that I did
my part like a man, and when I was
wanted, day or night, I was always
on the job. You know that when your
master, Mr. Coaker, or Mr. Lloyd want­
ed me I was always to be found and
your mind is narrow enough now to
come and ask me about Roumanian
Bonds.. The very man who saved you
and I from endorsing them and the
man who kicked hard against our do­
ing it was Sir Michael Cashin. That
is the man who strongly objected to
it when you and I might have been
weak enough to sign them.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I am glad you admit
it.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I want to tell
this country that Sir Michael Cashiit
was the man. who saved you and I
from falling into a pit hole and saved
this country from being burdened a,
million and a quarter of dollars. That
is an open confession of the transac­
tion. The Minister of Posts and Tele­
graphs and the rest of the Executive
of the National Government, with the
exception of Sir Michael Cashin, were]
prepared to endorse the Roumanian
Bonds with a guarantee from the Gov­
ernment. And then you get off thd
chestnut that I had luck with me. You
remind me of the fellow in Cobalt
called lucky Martin. The only differ­
ence is that I am called Crosbie. It
was not luck that you said followed

1 me; it was a bit of common sense and
ability that I exercised in connection
with the Shipping Department and If
got that long before I met you.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS—You know luck fol­
lows ability very often.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I am begin­
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ning to argee with you now. I would
like to point out how the present head
of the Shipping Department has been
handicapped by the crowd who sits in
the Executive. The right place for
him when he took charge of that de­
partment was in the Executive and hq
should not have taken dictation from
anybody else. No man could run thg
Shipping Department, under the War
Measures Act, or any other Act, to be
ordered about to do things by men
who do not know the stern from the
bow of a ship. The War Measures
Act, as it was used in 1919 and 1920,
was the greatest curse ever known to
Newfoundland, because it was in the
hands of men who did not know how
to handle it. Now do you understand
that?

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, just
a word in reply to the Hon. Mr. Half­
yard as to my reference to the War
Measures Act under the present ad7
ministration. It was quite right and
proper for the Government to take
authority during the war under the'
War Measures Act and to insure the
fish that was leaving this country for
foreign markets. It was absolutely
impossible to get insurance outside
and the National Government had to
take a chance, and that was one of
the reasons why the War Measures
Act was put on the Statute Book;
namely, to provide the necessary ma­
chinery to legalize any course that!
would be considered advisable |to
adopt, arising out of the war; but
when you come to interfere with the
legitimate trade of the country or to
be used by a person in the heat of dis­
appointment and to serve his own per­
sonal and ulterior purposes, then you
are using it improperly. We all know
of the famous Smith-Shipman case>
This flrm, it will be remembered, made
application to the Minister of Marino
and Fisheries for a permit to export
fish to the United States. They had
the gold in the Bank to pay a high 

price for the fish that was here and
they wanted a permit for to export
the fish that they had ready for ship­
ment. There was no fault to find
about the price that was paid for the
fish or the quality of the fish, there
was no reason whatever as to why
the shipment should be meddled with;
but the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries wanted to know every detail as
to the private business affairs of
Smith and Shipman and because hd
did not get that he refused to issue
the permit. The Company appealed
to the Supreme Court, through their
advisors, and asked for a writ of man­
damus to issue to the Minister of Fi­
nance and Customs. The judgment of
the Court was that the Regulations
were Ultra Vires to stop the shipment
of fish; then the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries finding his authority
nullified, applied the War Measures'
Act and thereby disallowed the fish to
be shipped. That is why I say the
War Measures Act was used for per­
sonal advantages, because I have no
doubt that if the fish had been bought
from Mr. Coaker there would have
been no difficulty about the shipment.
It was evidently bought from some
merchant, not a political supporter,
of Water Street, but that did not sat­
isfy the caprice of Mr. Coaker and to
get even he prostituted the War Mea­
sures Act for his own political and
ulterior motives

MR. FOX.—Mr. Chairman, unlike
some of my colleagues I cannot ex­
press regret on this occasion, but
rather extreme pleasure in saying
good bye to the War Measures Act. I
quite agree with Sir John Crosbie and
Mr. Bennett in their replies to the
Hon. Mr. Halfyard and I think that it
would be far better for Mr. Halfyard
if he had played the role of the apolo­
gist rather than the role he has play­
ed. I have often wondered at the
ominous silence displayed by the mem­
bers of the Government for several 
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weeks past. Evidently they must have
recognized that before the people
would take them seriously that they
would have to explain away too many
of their misdeeds during the pasll
eighteen months. Some of them had
the wisdom to keep their seats and
say nothing; others including Mr.
Halfyard, made a hopeless mess of it.
It is perfectly correct that the War
Measures Act was designed with thd
best purposes in view. There was tho
laudable object of assisting the Em­
pire and aiding in the war work of
Newfoundland generally and if that;
Act had been carried out for the pur­
poses intended everythng would be al­
right. But it was not used as a War
Measures Act and it was the misuse of
it rather than the use made of it that
brought forth such antagonism. The
Hon. Mr. Halfyard attempted to draw
an analogy between the use of thd
War Measures Act under the Cashin
regime and the use of it under the
present administration. The question
of insurance on fish cargoes going
across was a very wise and proper act
on the part of the late administration:
Premiums were excessive because of
the great risk that had to be taken
to see that no disaster befell the
staple article that went overseas ah
that time. The thing turned out suc­
cessfully, not because of luck as Mr;
Halfyard would have the country be­
lieve, but, because the transaction was
put through by competent men.

HON. MINISTER OE POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—What did competent
men have to do with the safety or
otherwise of vessels crossing the At­
lantic?

MR. FOX.—When the late Govern-*
ment went figuring out their chances
for carrying out their operations suc­
cessfully they had the wisdom to seq
that no great hazards would be taken
financially. They knew, as they had
it figured out beforehand I presume;
that if many losses in vesels were met 

with that they woud be reimbursed
sufficiently by the precautionary step
that they had taken, namely, the high
insurance premiums. But when you
come to talk of the use that the War
Measures Act was put to during the
past 18 months, it is enough to make
the Hon. Mr. Halfyard and his col­
leagues hang their heads in shame. As
Sir John Crosbie put it, the Act was
prostituted to serve their own ends
and their own personal purposes. The
Act was alright in the hands of men
of prestige and experience; but when
in the hands of a group of irrespon-
sibles and unscrupulous men it had
only one effect and that was the crip­
pling and ruination of Newfoundland,
and, after all, it is only what we could
expect. I make this statement, with­
out fear of contradiction, that not
alone was the War Measures Act
prostituted last year and used for
personal and ulterior purposes, but
that the exports of Newfoundalnd
were held up mainly in the interests
of the fishermen of the F. P. U. Thu
Western fish was held back while the
Northern fish went to market. Pen­
ny’s fish was held up while Mr. Coak­
er’s was being sold; and perhaps the
reason was that Mr. Penny was not
a supporter of the Government. The
War Measures Act was also used to
safeguard further the interests of
those who sent Mr. Coaker, Mr. Half­
yard and other members of the Uniorj
to this House. Mr. Coaker wielded
that one weapon more than any other
over the heads of competitors, be­
cause as'Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries he was in a position to know
everything that went on relative to
the fisheries, under the fish regula­
tions. He was head of a large corpor­
ation and he could make his plans ac­
cordingly and he would not be human
if he resisted the temptation to always
keep one lap ahead of his competitors,
Take that message read by Sir Mich­
ael Cashin with reference to the ten 
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thousand quintals of fish which could
have been sold in Montreal. HO
would not let that fish go because it
was not offered at his own price.
Would the Hon. Mr. Halfyard kindly
explain that away and then explain
■why Coaker undersold the Regulations
in Oporto and other markets and then
ask this country to believe your state­
ment that the act was not put to a
nefarious use and not put to selfish
and ulterior purposes.

The hypocricy of the whole thing is
sickening. Newfoundland is ruined
to-day in many respects, in particular
has she been brought to tihs condi­
tion by the misuse of this act in their
own selfish and private interests. Ev­
erything Sir John Crosbie said this af­
ternoon was correct, and everything
Mr. Bennett said was correct. The
War Measures Act, says the hon.
member, did good for Newfoundland.
It did good when it was used proper­
ly. It was in its misuse that the
wrong was done. How the people of
the West Coast tolerated it is beyond
my comprehension. Death came to
them in the most horrible manner. Bit
by bit these people were ruined. It
was done by people who had no pity
in their hearts, and then you talk to
us about the laudable uses to which
it was put. Go to the West Coast and
see the very people who loathe the
very name of the War Measures Act,
and hate the name of the Administra­
tion. Talk about the “Deserted Vil­
lage.” In Newfoundland to-day thero
are many deserted villages owing to
the misuse of the Act by the Admin­
istration. You may try to give ex­
planations, but you will never be for­
given for the acts* of the Squires-
Coaker Administration. It is sicken­
ing to see the results that have fol­
lowed. It is a tribute to the Uw-
abiding instinct of the people of New­
foundland that such a thing was al­
lowed to go on. • I venture to say that
in no other country in' the world 

would it be permitted without the peo­
ple rising in a body to oppose it. You
might well thank your stars that you
were governing such a law-abiding
body; not that you governed them
well, but because they tolerated your
acts. Go to Mr. Harris and Mr. Pen­
ny and tell them that you had good in-,
tentions. Mr. Harris may well be sor­
ry that he supported your government
that has brought him to ruin and the
four or five thousand families that
are depending upon him. The wages
of sin is death. And then the hon.
member comes in here and says that
he is prepared to take his share of the
responsibility for the results. It is an
easy matter to say that and ask the
people to accept it, but put it in a
money denomination. You were not
there to make mistakes. You were
there as public trustees. You deserve
censure from the people, and the auth­
ority taken from you that you have so
misused. The people have to pocket
their sorrows and their loss, and then
you come along and say that you are
prepared to take your share of the
responsibility. If the man who is re­
sponsible for this condition was hand?
ling a private business not only would
he be dismissed from office but he
would be held for criminal offensei
The only thing that saves you is the
fact that you are in a position to defy
the law. Take that instance of the
swapping of the cheques. If he were
manager of a private concern and did
a thing like that he would be punish­
ed by the law regarding such criminal
conduct. The owners of the business

• would say to him not only have you
trifled with money belonging to us but
you are untrustworthy and unfit to
handle our business. Now he is afraid
to come up here and face it. He is a
Judas and he knows it. The Kaiser
ruined Germany, and he is now hiding
in Holland. Instead of comparing
himself with Bonar Law he had bet?
ter compare himself with a man of at 
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least equal prominence who practic­
ally brought the world to ruin. Good­
bye to this Act. Yes. We will never
bring Newfoundland back to the posi­
tion she occupied before Mr. Halfyard
and his colleagues took this War Mea­
sures Act into their hands for their
own purposes. All the water in tha
sea will never wash you white. Go
to the people and get your verdict on
this Act. The people are determined
that you will never again become the
trustees of the funds of the Colony.
MR. VINICOMBE—Mr. Chairman, be­

fore this Act is repealed I would like
to offer my sympathy to the govern­
ment in the loss of a very dear friend,
but although a friend to the govern­
ment a foe to the country. Of the Ex­
ecutive I find two members in their
places. Mr. Halfyard got up, and he
has come in for a lot of criticism. Mr.
Warren is just as responsible for the
things done under this Act as Mr. Half
yard is, but lawyer like he held his
tongue. Mr. Coaker and Sir Richard
Anderson Squires could not stay in the
House, it was so heartrending to wit­
ness the departure of such a dear
friend. I am not going to detain the
House, but I only want to say that
some people connected with the gov­
ernment thought this Act was only a
laughing stock. The Chairman of the
Food Control Board thought it was
something to amuse the people with,
and although his name is Mews I am
afraid he did not a-mews the people
very much with it. I have asked the
question in this House as to who is
responsible for someone getting ahead
of the government in this deal. Mr.
Gosling has been blamed, but he de-.
nies it.

We have been told here that this
War Measures Act has been a good
thing for this country, but the sugar
control does not seem to indicate it. I
am glad that it was given to a select
committee of Mr. Warren and Mr. Hig­
gins, but I think the Prime Minister
is so depressed about its departure 

that he could not stay in his seat. But
I stand here this afternoon to congrat­
ulate Mr. Warren and Mr. Higgins on
throwing out the measure altogether.
I think Mr. Halfyard agrees that it
should be removed, but like a lawyer
he put his foot in it. I have great re­
gard for Mr. Warren, he being a great
friend of mine and born in the West
End, but I am surprised that he should
work against the district that sent him
to this House. Now he comes in and
says that it was done when he and the
Prime Minister were absent from the
Colony. It is a godsend that this meas
ure is being taken off. I would suggest
that Mr. Warren get a lot of order
papers and send them to all the pub­
lic schools and ask the teachers to
give the children a holiday. Have a
salute fired from the warship to-mor­
row at twelve o’clock, and properly
celebrate the passing of this famous
Act.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Chairman, I am
afraid it is a case of locking the stable
door after the horse is stolen. To my
mind, martial law is obnoxious to any
liberty loving people even though
there may be a state of war existing
and the greatest care and caution
should be taken by the government
that any step to stifle free speech
is not a too extreme action and I for
one heartily support the removal of
this Act from the statute books. Even
though this Act is gone still the Exe­
cutive authority of the government re
mains and with this weapon the gov­
ernment can do as it sees well. When
the House closed last year the govern­
ment did what they liked with the rail­
way and this in an instance of it If
there is sufficient following they can
vote hundreds of thousands of dollars
on executive responsibility despite the
protest of the Opposition. I am glad
to have the opportunity of saying a
farewell word to this Act. I would
like to see an amendment to the whole
constitution making it essential to
bring in all legislation to be discussed 
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here. That brings me back to the rail
way problem. During this very ses­
sion you ought to put your cards on
the table and do what should be done,
and not wait till the House closes.
This is a very important subject to the
people of this country. We are faced
with the position of the absence of the
Prime Minister, the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries and the Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs and with the
exception of the Minister of Justice
and the Minister of shipping there is
no executive member of the govern­
ment present. There should be a pro­
test from both sides of the House on
this account. Many of those present
day after day do not draw the big sal­
aries like those who are absent. They
are not here to answer reasonable cri­
ticisms after they have practised dis­
crimination on the people of this Do­
minion. The Minister of Marine and
Fisheries has used his position for
the selfish ends of the interests he re­
presents and he should be here now in
his place to answer. If he is suffering
from ill health well he has my sympa­
thy, but he is still a servant of the
Crown. No matter with what party or
government Mr. Coaker and his fol­
lowing is allied there will be discrim­
ination by him for his own selfish
ends. He will control any government
He is the dictator and the manipulator
At any time when the Minister of Mar­
ine puts a scheme before the Execu­
tive Council they have to put up or
shut up, no matter whether they are
in favour of it or not. It’s no use ot
my dealing, with the Act any further.
The previous speakers who are much
better qualified to deal with the mat­
ter have done so very exhaustively.
But there is one feature of this War
Measures Act that they did not touch
upon and that is that this Act is bor­
dering upon military law. If the story
is correct the government is respon­
sible for the bringing of the warship
here, and some of the officers came
ashore and asked where the row WHO, 
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and I have not heard this denied by
any member of the government. This
is a disgrace to this country. But still
we hear the vilification of Sir Patrick
T. McGrath and others in the press. I
hold no brief for tills gentleman, but
yet I see that all he stated in his re­
ports to the New York papers was
quite correct. When I first came into
public life eight years ago, although
Sir Patrick McGrath supported the
party of which I was a member, yet
he was not a personal friend of mine.
I have read the article which appear­
ed in the New York papers^ and all he
said was correct. Men came here day
after day looking for supplies, and
there were appeals from the whole is­
land as to what the government in­
tended doing. If this is the report
which is responsible for the bringing
of this warship here well it is a stand­
ing disgrace to the oldest Colony of
Britain which has sent its sons and
daughters to help the mother country
in the time of distress. These men

, came to the Bar of this House quietly
and decently, and it is their privilege
to do so if they have a grievance to
disclose and enquire about. If they
were any fire arms exhibited it would
be all right to bring this ship here. I
hope the past addresses will be of
some effect to frustrate the govern­
ment in any future attempts to have
such high handed conduct as we have
seen in the past.

CAPT LEWIS—I wish to add a word
in farewell to this obnoxious War
Measures Act before it passes the
House. A good deal has been said and
great deal more may be said in rela­
tion to it. I must offer my congratu­
lations to the Prime Minister for bring
ing in this Measure, and I. hope this
Act will be put aside for all time. The
ground has been well traversed by the
preceding speakers on this'side of the
House, but still the House may be
kept here the next twenty-four hours
in discussing it further. It came Into

■ force in 1914 and to my mind had the 
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government been wise and judicious
it would have been wiped oil the sta­
tute book when peace was declared.
This Act has been the cause of a lot
of destitution. In 1919 the New York
buyers came here to purchase fish with
a handsome figure and through the ef
forts of Messrs. Smith and Shipman
the rules were upset by a decision of
the Supreme Court, but then the gov­
ernment put into force this measure.
I regret the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries is not here. He indeed used
this act to his own selfish advantage.
The Minister of Marine said no when
many sought to sell their fish in chan­
nels different than those through
ivhich the Minister wanted it dispos­
ed. This is why the fishermen of to­
day are coming back to the govern­
ment looking for supplies. This Act
should have been lifted eighteen'
months ago. The people should have
their choice as to what they would do
with their fish. I hope and trust that
it will be never necessary again to
have another War Measures Act enact
ed. Before taking my place I would
like to refer to the grave responsibili­
ty the Executive government took up­
on themselves during the past eighteen
months. I think during the present
regime some legislation re the rail­
road. This is the place and time when
a matter of this kind ought to be dis­
cussed. We are here for that purpose.
We are not here to help increase the
taxation of the people, but to relieve
it Two millions of dollars have been
saddled upon the tax payers because
of the handling of the railroad by the
railway commission. Previous to last
year there was a deficit of five hun­
dred thousand dollars, according to
the returns of the Reid Nfld. Company
The Prime Minister and the Minister
of Justice were absent from the coun­
try when the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries undertook this matter. On
this account there has been increased
taxation to the extent of thirty-five
per cent. ' We are now faced with a 

deficit of two hundred and fifty thou­
sand dollars. The road has not been
improved nor has the passenger traf­
fic. Where are we to come in. Why
should the Executive undertake such
a deal as this. This is the time and
place to handle it. If we are to put
through legislation or learn what the
Reid Nfld. Co. will do, this is the place
for it, and I join with the other mem­
bers of the Opposition in the idea that
this House will not close till this thing
is straightened out It will remain op­
en till August if necessary, and we
will speak against time, as it is most
important that we should not be tax­
ed three millions next year, as we
were the last. Even the roadbed was
not done this year. Then there is the
matter of the terminus at Placentia
and I repeat this House will not close
till we hear what legislation is propos
ed. This is one of the most important
questions of the day. The War Meas­
ures Act was important as it brought
trouble of all kinds in its trail. Look
at the conditions we meet as we go up
the West Coast. I am sorry that Mr.
Small is absent just at present as he
might tell us how his district wao
served through it. Mr. Penny, a weal­
thy planter of Ramea, was sacrificed.
He is here in town now, and if he
could tell his story at the Bar of this
House, it would bring the members of
the government to their senses by
showing them what is due to the War
Measures Act and the Fish Regula­
tions. . These unjust laws brough
about the conditions which we have to
cope with to-day in trying to get the
fishermen to the fishery; and believe
me, without the fishery we will have
no revenue. We positively must have
the men fishing. Now after Mr. Penny
take the example of Mr. Harris, also
of the West Coast. His business has
been fully ventilated in this House
already. He sent a petition here voic
ing the grievances of the people of
Grand Bank and Burin, and as we all
know, the prayer of that petition was 
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not granted or agreed to. Through the
Fish Regulations and the War Meas­
ures Act he suffered like Mr. Penny.
These are only two of the West Coast
merchants who were virtually ruined
but there are many others. Come
right here to St. John’s and see how
many brokers now running who were
here in business last fall. They were
doing business with the people of New
York, but not one of them is buying
fish to-day. The men who are here
with fish to sell are finding the great­
est difficulty in disposing of it as there
is no competition nor outside buyers,
and they have to take whatever is
handed them, $4 or $5 a qtl. The War
Measures Act drove our best purchas­
ers out of the market; when that was
enforced last season you cut the prop
from under competition in this coun
try in buying, and this is why I to-day
am heartily in accord with it going in­
to oblivion, and I agree with the Hon.
Prime Minister in the resolution to
repeal it and sink it for all time.

Mr. Chairman, when we rose for tea
I was pointing out to the House the
effects of the War Measures Act in
connection with the exportation of
codfish and particularly Labrador fish
and to prove that my remarks were
bona fide, I want to point out that
there are 19,000 quintals of Labrador
fish, purchased with the money taken
under the War Measures Act, now in
store at Tessiers and other places.
This fish is held here and the only
comfort the Government can bring to
themselves is that it will be in the
market in September or perhaps late
in August and they expect to get re­
turns for the money that has been ex­
pended for it. Through the enforce­
ment of the War Measures . Act that
$500,000 was taken from the treasury
by the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries and it would never have been
taken had not the War Measures Act
been enforced. That 35,000 qtls of
Labrador might have been sold before/ 

the five hundred thousand dollars
could have been got in the usual way,
as I understand American buyers had
$100,000 here for the purchase of fish
and these 35,000 qtls would have been
consumed and the money in circula­
tion and there would have been no
loss as there certainly will, be now.
The President Coaker’s cargo was sent
to Genoa where some of it is now in
store while some more of it was
thrown overboard. One thousand and
eighty-six quintals of this fish which
was shipped as number 1 will only be
paid for as number 2 by the purchas­
ers. On that 35,000 qtls. of fish the
country will lose not only the $350,000
that was taken to purchase it but
other losses will be incurred on it as
well and that is one of the reasons
why I am glad that the War Measures
Act is to be wiped off the Statute
Book.

Again, leaving the fish and coming
back to the matter of the Food Con­
trol Board and sugar, I understand
that all this was done under the head­
ing of the War Measures Act. So much
has been said on this already that it is
not necessary for me to go into it now
at any length any more than to say
that the whole thing was a mistake,
a heart-rending mistake. We were
taxed twenty-five cents a pound fon
sugar when we should have been get­
ting it at twelve and a half cents, and
now as soon as the Food Control
Board goes out a duty is put on
which will be, with the addition of
the new surtax, equal to the cost of
sugar in New York. In that market
the price of sugar is five cents while
the duty in this country, plus the sur­
tax will I think amount to five and a
half cents. If it was not for the
Food Control Board, dealers here
could have had enough stocks to last
the country for six months before the
extra duty was put on and now in­
stead of paying 15c. per pound for it 
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as we will have to do, we would bd
able to purchase sugar at 12c. and all
this can be traced back to the War
Measures Act. I am glad that at last
it is to sink into oblivion and I trust
that never again, at least in our time,
will a War Measures Act be enforced
in this country.

MR. MOORE.—Mr. Chairman, I do
not desire to detain the House long­
er than to place myself on record as
saying good-bye to this measure
which is at last to be wiped off the
Statute Book of this country I had
the honor of a seat in this House
when the War Measures Act was pass­
ed and I am glad to be still here when
it is going out of existence. Since
that time some of our finest young
men have gone forth to fight for their
country and while some of them have
returned many others have laid down
their lives and are to-day sleeping in
France and Flanders.

The War Measures Act was alright
up to eighteen months ago because
the men who were in the Executive up
to that time saw to it that the mea­
sure was not prostituted but since
then it has been used with discrim­
ination, to the betterment of some
districts and to the detriment of oth­
ers, including the District that I have
the honor to represent in this House.
As I have said, I do not intend to de­
lay the House and the debate might
have been closed long ago if it had
not been for the Hon. Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs. I am wholly
in accord with this Bill and I compli­
ment' Mr. Warren and Mr. Higgins
.who I understand were responsible
for drafting it and finally I hope that
never again in our time will a War
Measures Act be placed on our Sta­
tute Book.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered tha
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and it was ordered that the said Bill
be read a third time on to-morrow. ;

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled "An Act to confirm an agree­
ment between the Government and
the D’Arcy Exploration Company.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Chair­

man, befire this Bill goes through I
would like to make a few comments
thereon. I think that this agreement is
a very good one and I hope and trust
that the operations of the Company
will be successful. One thing, at least,
we will be able to know as a result
of this proposition and that is wheth­
er or not we have any oil in Newfound­
land. I think that the terms and con­
ditions of the contract are very fav­
orable indeed to the country, and I
would like to say, on behalf of the
Hon. Minister of Justice, the intro­
ducer of the measure, that I happen to
know some of the men personally who
are directors of this Oil Company.
They are men of very high standing
in England and men who are just as
anxious to find oil as we are. From
the information I got on the other side
the British Government will be better
pleased than they have been for a long
while if oil is struck here. I must
congratulate the Hon. Mr. Warren in
getting such men of such high finan­
cial standing to come here to develop
our resources. I think that if they
strike oil that it will be one of the
best things that ever happened New­
foundland. I endorse this Bill and
give it my hearty support.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.
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On motion, this report was received

and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on the mo­
tion that the House resolve itself into
a Committee of the Whole to consider
certain Resolutions on the subject of
the confirmation of An Agreement be­
tween the Government and the Do?
minion Iron & Steel Company, and thel
Nova Scotia Steel & Coal Co., Ltd.

It was moved in amendment that the
matter be submitted to a Select Com­
mittee consisting of Hon. the Minister
of Justice, Hon. the Prime Minister,
Hon. the Minister of Marine & Fish­
eries, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higgins.

The amendment was agreed to, and
it was so ordered.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, for some weeks past
there has been on the Order Paper the
following: “An Act to confirm an
agreement between the Government
and the Dominion Iron and Steel Co.,
Ltd., and the Nova Scotia Steel and
Coal Co., Ltd." I might say for the
information of the House that this
agreement was arrived at during the
absence from the Colony last sum?
mer of the Attorney General and my-i
self. While in policy it is a very ex­
cellent contract, yet in draftsman­
ship it is not as perfect as is consid­
ered desirable. Sir William Lloyd,
Registrar of the Supreme Court, who
in conjunction with Mr. P. J. Sum­
mers, Deputy Minister of Justice, were
the draftsmen on behalf of the Gov­
ernment. The contract actually sign?
ed was the draft contract which never
came back for technical revision. Un­
der these circumstances, I am going
to move as an Amendment, that thid
Bill be referred to a Select Committee
of five, namely the Attorney General,
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Mr. Benntt, Mr. Higgins and myself)
to consider the matter referred to.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Before going 

into Supply, I think the information
promised by the Prime Minister with
reference to the Sales Tax should be
furnished. I do not think we should
be asked to go on with the Budget or
the Estimates until it Is explained
where and how he proposes to get the
$900,000, as outlined in his Budget. At
all events we made considerable pro­
gress this evening by wiping out the'
obnoxious War Measures Act.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
When we go into Committee of the
Whole on the Budget I will bring
down printed Resolutions in connec-*
tion with the Sales Tax.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—Perhaps you’
may have some information that you
will let us have to-night relative to
this matter.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have not brought the papers in con­
nection with that Sales Tax business.
I have a draft prepared of what the
proposition is, but I was not going to
submit it until in final form. I pro­
pose ro have it ready for to-morrow
afternoon.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord?
ingly.

THURSDAY, June 9th,
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, June 10th.
The House met at three of the clock
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In the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. SINNOTT.—Mr. Speaker, I ask
leave to present a petition from the
residents of Placentia and St. Mary’s
asking to have the old road from St;
Bride’s to Branch repaired.

The petition is a reasonable one and
the request one which the Govern­
ment should not hesitate in granting.
I am quite aware, of course, of the
exceptional conditions that confront
us at the present time and the conse­
quent scarcity of money at the Govern­
ment’s disposal but to us that is all
the more reason why this work should
be undertaken without loss of time, as
the employment which would be af­
forded thereby would prove a particu­
lar boon to the people of that section
just now. Many a good man of to-
day has seen, and rightly so, the in­
estimable benefits to be derived fort
this country from the development of
tourist traffic and in this we must
follow the example of other coun­
tries or fall behind. I cannot state
too emphatically what a good road in
this section will mean and why this
old historic mail road with all its his­
toric associations should have been
allowed to fall into disrepair and dis­
use is a mystery to me as well as to
many others. There is only the bridge
over Rocky River Falls to be rebuilt
and surely what our grandfathers
could do we can do now. I have here
a picture of the old bridge and I would
like the Prime Minister and the mem?
bers of the Government to see it.

I shall not dwell, Mr. Speaker, on
the splendid sport with rod and gun
which is to be had in this section,
suffice it to point out that there is the
Colinet River, Rocky River, North
Hr. River and South East, while the
shooting in the way of partridge,
black duck and geese, to say nothing
of the noble caribou, the emblem of
our regiment, is the best to be found
In any part of the country and who

that has visited Fulford’s Hotel does
I not want to return there again? Now

that the terminus is to be taken from
Placentia, give us this motor road foe
the convenience of the hundreds of
people who will be affected by the
change. What with the Cape Shord
where the sheep-raising industry
could be developed to the extent of
hundreds of thousands of dollars, Cape
Lance where cattle raising should be
almost as extensive and’ add to this*
the twenty-five.hundred people living
out of the fisheries and you have some
faint idea of the fruits that are to be
derived from a good motor road be-
twen the points I have named. There
have been families with fish in their
stores which they were unable to
market because of the lack of trans­
portation facilities and although the
codfishery is the sheet anchor of the
country, let us not forget the land and
all that is sure to accrue to us from
its development.

MR. WALSH.—Mr. Speaker, I have
much pleasure in supporting the pray­
er of this petition and I want to fully
endorse all that my colleague has said
in connection with it. I think that
when it is realized what the opening
up of this road will mean in the de­
velopment of tourist traffic ,because
for scenic beauty and the other es­
sentials necessary to encourage tour­
ist traffic this section .has no equal in
the country, the amount that will be
required will not be regarded as un?
reasonable. In the United States
there are thousands of persons starv­
ing for the very things that this
country has to offer and I would once
more appeal to the House to give this
matter the best consideration.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker. I
wish to congratulate my learned col­
league, Mr. Sinnott on the very able
and eloquent way in which he hag
drawn the attention of this House to a
matter which is of the utmost import­
ance, I want to congratulate him be­
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cause of the able and statesmanlike
manner in which he has put forth the
appeal to get back to the land. It is
true that the fisheries are the couni
try’s mainstay but the possibilities of
the land must not be overlooked. I,
reiterate all that Mr. Sinnott has said
and I cannot too emphatically urge
upon the present administration the
necessity of having this road attended
to at once and it is certain that any­
thing that is spent in the work will
be returned two-fold.

What we want is that bridge put
across Rocky River and we want it
done this year. There is no reason
why those magnificent salmon pools
and those rich agricultural lands
should not be there for the benefit of
the people of this country as well as
for the benefit of the sportsmen from
autside. Some of the very finest sal­
mon pools we have in this country are
situated on the Branch River. I notic­
ed that the Prime Minister proposes
to lease some of the salmon pools of
the country, wefl here is an opportun­
ity for him to lease some at Branch
and some of the pools in St. Mary’s
Bay. Let us build that road at South
East Arm at Placentia. It is well
known that the pools at S. E. Arm or
N. E. Arm, Placentia, are unequalled
in any other part of the country. Re­
specting this agricultural land on the
Cape Shore, if the Government gave
this matter their earnest considera­
tion, it would give an opportunity to
the people there to market their cat-.
tie and their agricultural products and
their fish and not hdve them, as in the
past, hung up there indefinitely. It
would prove a great boon to the dis­
trict and to the people generally and
a great source of revenue to the coun­
try if the prayer of the petitioners is
acceded to. I strongly support the
petition so ably presented by my col­
league, Mr. Sinnott, and ask that it bq
given the careful attention of the Min-
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ister of Public Works, not to have 10
side-tracked, as happened in the past,

HON. MR. FOOTE.—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition from)
the people of Lawn asking for a speci­
al grant of two thousand dollars for?
the purpose of rebuilding a road)
known as "the highway." I might
say that this section is part of
the main road and over which there
is considerable traffic going on. The
petition, therefore, deserves every con­
sideration and I give it my hearty
support.

MR. CHEESEMAN.—Mr. Speaker, I
have very much pleasure in support­
ing the prayer of the petition present­
ed by my colleague. I might say that,
if the request of the petitioners is ac­
ceded to it will not alone be a bene­
fit to the people of Lawn, but to the
whole district. 1 feel that the most
careful attention and earnest consid­
eration will be given this matter.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
beg leave to lay on the Table of the
House the following:—

Statement of Customs Revenue col-,
lected in the Colony during the year
ended 30th June, 1920.

Statement of Imports and Exports
of the Colony for the year ended 30th
June, 1920.

A Comparative Statement of Goods,
Wares and Merchandise imported into
the Colony during the year ended 30th
June, 1919, and 30th June, 1920, show­
ing increase and decrease for the year
1919-20.

A Comparative Statement of Re­
venue received at each of the Outports
for the years 1918-19 and 1919-20.

A Comparative Statement of Light
Dues showing collection at each Out-
port for the years 1918-19 and 1919-20.

A return of the Bank Fishery for
the year 1920.

A Statement showing the Revenue
collected on goods, wares and mer7
chandise imported through the Post
Office.



668 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
A Statement showing the move­

ments of Shipping during the yean
ended 30th June, 1920.

An Abstract of Shipping for the
year ended 31st December, 1920.

MR. LEGROW tabled report of thq
Select Committee on Pensions and
Gratuities to Newfoundland soldiers'
and sailors who served in the Great
War.

On motion the said report was re­
ceived and it was ordered that it be
referred to the Department of the Col­
onial Secretary.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, in
connection with that report just tab­
led by Mr. LeGrow, in the absence of
Mr. Small, Chairman of the Commis­
sion, I want to say that we were unan­
imous in our findings, and that, as a
matter of fact, we went a little be­
yond the scope of our commission
and we suggested that an Insurance
scheme be considered by the Govern-:
ment. I think that the Prime Minis­
ter has already heard of something in
relation to this matter. Many men
have come home from the war wound­
ed in such a manner as not to be able
to get insured by any insurance Com-
pafiy and we recommend that the Gov­
ernment do something in this matter(
We have also asked that applications
of returned soldiers be given preced­
ence when vacancies occur in the civil
service, and we trust that this matter
will also receive the earnest consid­
eration of the Government. We arc
aware that to meet all the recom­
mendations made in the report would,
involve a large outlay at the present
time; but I am sure and all are con­
vinced that the Government can meet
the first mentioned recommendation,
without having to vote anything ex­
tra, as we know that there are suffi­
cient money outstanding at the Militia
Department to cover same.

MR. LEWIS.—Mr. Speaker, I crave
your indulgence for a few moments
while I make a suggestion, and I am 

sorry that the Minister of Shipping is
not in the House. Several recom­
mendations have been made to me in
relation to the sailing of the Labrador
steamer. A great mamy of those peo4
pie who are going to the Labrador are
of the opinion that the steamer will
be sailing too early for the conveni­
ence of all concerned, owing to the)
fact that most of these fishermen have
only been supplied this present week
and they feel that they will not be
ready to go by the steamer sailing on
Monday next. In the recommenda?
tions that have been sent to me, I
have been asked to bring this matter
before the Government with a view to
getting the steamer detained until
June 20th or thereabout so that all peo­
ple who are going to the Labrador
will have time to make preparations,
I am in a position to know that the
greater number of these people have
only received their supplies within the
past couple of days and some of the
outfits are yet in St. John’s and havd
got to be delivered in various points
in Conception Bay. Consequently;
they cannot make ready to go by tho
steamer sailing on Monday next. I
trust that the Government will give
this matter serious consideration.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
Mr. Speaker, I am sure that if the
hon. member would discuss the matter
personally with the Minister of Ship­
ping that he probably would make
more progress in five minutes than
he would for the whole afternoon if
discussed by the House. I think'the
Minister of Shipping is engaged now
discussing some departmental mat­
ters, including the subject matter re­
ferred to by the hon. member; but he
is due back in the House shortly when
no doubt he will be glad to take the
matter up with the member for Hr.
Main.

MR. LEWIS.—Thank you.
MR. SULUVAN.—Mr*. Speaker, I

beg to call the attention of the Prime

o
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Minister to a question I asked in con­
nection with the sanitorium and to
which I have not yet received any re­
ply-

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—*
Mr. Speaker, in reply to the hon. mem­
ber I may say that the answer to that
question was typed and will reach
here in due course. The answer in
effect is—though I cannot guarantee
the accuracy of it as I am only
speaking from memory—that at thd
present time there are 80 patients in
the Sanitorium, which had a total ca­
pacity ot approximately 130 patientsi
The estimated cost for the supplying
of the Sanitorium on the basis of 80’
patients is in the neighbourhood of
$07,000. It works out at $2.30 per day
per patient to increase the occupancy
to 130 patients for which it would be
necessary to take a vote for $109,000,
With respect to the question of distri­
bution. Generally the districts are!
fairly well represented. However, I
will be glad to lay all the information
in detail on the table of the House
when it comes down.

MR. SULLIVAN.—The reason why I
ask for this information is because I
have now a couple of young girls from
Sound Island and Hr. Buffett; also a
couple of boys who are in the incipi­
ent stages of. consumption and if
something is not done for them at
once it will be too late, because im­
mediate admission to the Sanitorium)
is their only chance of getting cured.
It seems to me to be cruel on the part
of any Government to curtail by de­
barring those who are afflicted, from
getting a chance to enter that insti­
tution. which was provided for the
purpose expressly of alleviating this
terrible scourge—Tuberculosis. I, for
one, am prepared to go to any length
to see that necessary funds are.pro­
vided to carry on that institution.
There is no doubt that Tuberculosis
is prevailing on a large scale in this
country. As we have the accommoda? 

tion, I do not see why it should not)
be carried on; no matter what the ex­
pense, fill up the Institution and give
those young people, who are afflicted
with this terrible scourge a fighting
chance for their lives. I know of a'
half dozen patients belonging to my
district who are waiting to go in there*
now and I know that we have recom­
mendations from the unrses who were
sent to Placentia Bay by the Govern?
ment to have those patients put in'
the Sanitorium at once. If it is a
question of a hundred thousand dol­
lars to carry on the work, as it
should be carried on, let us vote It.
We will fritter away twice that am­
ount within the next 12 months. Let
us act in the interest of humanity. I
would impress upon the Government
the desirability of providing a suffi­
cient amount for this purpose when
dealing with the Estimates.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER^
Mr. Speaker. With the observations
of the Hon. member I entirely concur.
The institution is there and nothing
will give me greater pleasure if the
Legislature will vote the necessary
funds to carry on that institution. The
present Estimates provide for the ca­
pacity of the institution as it came in­
to their hands and even with a slight­
ly increased occupancy of about twen­
ty. When we are dealing with this
vote, provision can be made.

MR SULLIVAN—Then you will have
my support.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I beg
to table the reply to a question ask­
ed some time ago respecting the Sani­
torium.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I endorse all
that has been stated by Mr. Sullivan
This Sanitorium was undertaken and
founded in 1918 by the late govern­
ment on behalf of humanity. I under­
stand, as a matter of fact I know, be­
cause I visited the institution, that
there is room there for 50 more pati­
ents to-day. The door at that institu­
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tion is being knocked down there daily
by people looking for admission. Ow­
ing to this condition of affairs at the
Sanitarium there are down at the
General Hospital several T. B. cases
who are mixed up with the other pa
tients. Still here we are day after
day and prepared to turn a deaf ear to
these poor afflicted people. Are we
to take it this afternoon that the gov­
ernment does not intend to move in
this matter. Do you Intend to put it
off from day to day until after tin.
House closes, and then tell the public
that they can wait until the House
meets again. I think that for the sake
of humanity the government ought to
open the doors of the Sanitarium to
the public. We have Dr. Rendell in
there who is a very capable man. He
is willing to do his best, the place is
completed except for beds, and here
we are with the excuse that the gov­
ernment cannot afford to pay two dol­
lars and a half daily for this purpose
Is that good enough? That is apart
from politics altogether. We have hun
dreds in this country suffering from
this White Plague who could be sav­
ed by proper treatment, and here we
are splitting hairs over the amount it
will cost, and the only excuse the gov
ernment has to offer is that every dis­
trict is represented in the Sanitarium.

THE PRIME MINISTER—No such
statement was made.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I don’t care
where the people,come from who are
there. If the accomodation is there it
is your duty to see that that institu­
tion is provided with beds, and not al­
low this House to close and that in­
stitution go by default for another
year because you have not a vote for
the necessary money. What did the
building you purchased in St. John’s
West a few days ago cost? Why did
you purchase it? This will have to be
answered and a little later on I will
tell why. There is room for fifty more
beds in that Sanitarium and there are
hundreds clamouring for admission 

and not one man on the other side of
the House will lift a finger to help
them.

If that is representation I don’t
know what representation is. I was
at the General Hospital the other day,
I have a couple of patients there who
are in an advanced state of T. B. hav­
ing hemorrhages every other day, and
Dr. Keegan says that they should not
be there at all. Dr. Rendell has room
for fifty more patients in the Sanitari­
um and he is not allowed to put in
an extra bed, and we vote thousands
of dollars for useless measures, but
we can’t afford to pay two dollars
and a half a day for the sake of suf­
fering humanity. Now I hand this
warning to the government that, un­
less something is done in this matter,
I will air this subject before the House
closes. I was into the Sanitarium a
few days ago and it is a lovely place
with all modern equipment, except for
the lack of beds. Mr. Jennings you
are in charge of that Sanitarium.
What have you to say?

MR. JENNINGS—The water supply
at the present time is not sufficient
for any increase in numbers. We had
a hard time to manage on it all the
winter.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Is it not
correct that you refused to put beds
in there, you said that the government
could not afford it. That building is
there and you are receiving five thou­
sand dollars a year for looking after
it, and you are not doing your duty,
you should tell the government what
you need for that Institution and get
a vote for it.

MR. JENNINGS—I am not paid foi
looking after that Institution.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Is it not
part of the Public Works Department,
and are you not in charge of all pub­
lic buildings? Why don’t you place
a vote in the Estimates for that place
and ask us to vote for it. When you
were in Opposition you were heart ann
soul for this project, and now that you 
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are in the government you won’t car­
ry It out. Hundreds o£ people are
dying for want of treatment and you
are to blame because you won’t make
representation for one hundred thou­
sand dollars for this purpose.

MR. JENNINGS—It is up to this
House to vote the money.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You bring
it before the House and we will vote
for it. I will not sit down under this
state of affairs. I will discuss this
subject again in this House, and you
had better take notice and get those
fifty beds put in. If you have not the
money take up a collection, and I will
start the collection this afternoon with
one hundred dollars. It is preposter­
ous to keep these suffering people
waiting for treatment which they need
so badly.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Mr.
Speaker. I regret that owing to a se­
vere cold I am not in a condition to
talk very distinctly, but I feel it my
duty to make a few remarks In con­
nection with the subject before the
Chair. The initial cost of building the
new sanitarium was provided by the
late government, but the actual cost
to complete and furnish it, cost sev­
eral thousand dollars more than this
amount, in fact including the water
supply it will exceed one hundred
thousand. In relation to increasing
the number of patients this is next to
impossible till the new water supply
is ready. One of the difficulties with
which we had to contend the past year
and which caused coifsiderable anxi­
ety was to arrange for a sufficient
supply of water for the use of the in­
stitution and we had to resort to ar­
tificial means in order to meet the
demand which was considerably in­
creased when thirty military patients
were transferred from Jensen and Es-
casonl.

In the reply to question tabled to­
day is the number of long term'pati­
ents under treatment there. I find' 

that quite a number has been there
over a year, four were admitted in
1918 and two has been there since
1917. When patients have to remain
under treatment for such a length of
time it proves that there cannot be
such a number of patients treated at
the Sanatorium comparatively as at'
the General Hospital.

Among the 80 patients at present
treated at the Sanatorium 31 are mili­
tary. Among the Districts, St. John’s
East and West has 23 patients. Trin­
ity 8, Ferryland 8, other districts
from 2, 3 and 4. A few districts have
no patients there. There is one imJ
portant fact in connection with thia
question which we cannot afford to
overlook. Great care should be tak­
en in the admission of patients in the
advanced stages of this disease on
the purpose for which the institution
was primarily intended will be de-*
feated, viz., the treatment of T. B. in
the incipient stages of the disease
when a cure is hopeful. We have to
admit the unfortunate fact that there
is enough people suffering from conJ
sumption in this country to fill the
Sanitarium to its uttermost capacity.

If that class of patients was ad­
mitted without discrimination it
would be impossible to admit the class
of patients who has a chance to be
cured. Opinions have changed con­
siderably since the tuberculosis cam­
paign was first started and I have
heard statements by several medical
men this past year expressing a very
doubtful opinion as to the possibilities
of curing T. B. Dr. Jones would be
more capable of expressing an opin-,
ion on this matter. We have care­
fully considered all the plans of pro?
viding a suitable water supply. The
proposition made by the Municipal
Council in this respect was submit­
ted to the Board of Works and after
giving the offer serious thought, it
was not considered feasible, particul­
arly in view of the fact that a suffi­
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cient Are protection could not ba
guaranteed and we were also inform­
ed that the Council considered that
the city supply would be possibly
overburdened by such a demand as
would bo necessary for the supply of
the Sanitarium and Insane Asylum
combined. There has been obstacles!
in the way of getting the pipe line
completed but no delay has occurred
through neglect of the work and we
hope to have the whole thing coin?
pleted in a few weeks. No one would
be more pleased than myself if it can
be found possible to operate the Sani-
torium to its full extent.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Speaker, I rise
to support the statements made by
Sir Michael Cashin in this matter, and
I would ask the Government to give
this its due consideration. I think it
is only in line with the principles we
have ourselves admitted in this coun>
try. Sir John Harvey started the
campaign against this White Plague,
Unfortunately this country is particu­
larly afflicted with this terrible dis­
ease. There is no form of affliction
more pathetic than Consumption, and
whatever side of the House wo are
on we ought to see that this work of
mercy is carried out. The Govern­
ment should bring in a vote for that
purpose as it is only from the Gov­
ernment it can come. Those of us
who are in good health ought to thank
God, and the least we can do is to see
that the best possible is done for
those who are suffering from tuber­
culosis. Nothing should appeal more
to us than the thought that we can
prolong in at least comparative com­
fort for a year or so the life of a per­
son suffering from this affliction. And
right here in St. John’s where there is
such a lot of this disease I. can en­
dorse the prayer of those who set out
the great necessity for putting in
these beds, and so do I join in telling
the Government that so far as we are
concerned we wiill vote any amountl 

that they put in the Estimates for this
purpose. It is the duty of the Govern­
ment to do this even if they have to
make sacrifices in other directions. In
our estimates we cater to the peopla
in their strength; let those in their
strength make some sacrifice for
those suffering from this dread dis­
ease.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to say a word in this con­
nection, as I think that every member
of the House has a particular interr
est in this subject. When I heard the
other night that the Government did
not intend to put any more beds in
that Institution I was astounded. It
is incredible that the Government
should take this attitude after the late
Government going to the expense of
putting up that institution to cope
with this dread disease, Consumption,
from which so many of our peopl^.
suffer. I think that the Government'
are falling down on their job whe\-
they intimate to us that they intend'
to keep those new wards locked up for
want of funds. I know something of
that place, I was in the Government
when it was erected, and it was in­
tended for the benefit of returned sol­
diers. Jensen Camp was only a temp­
orary shack, and was insufficient and
this Sanitarium was to take its place.
It was represented that the building
on Signal Hill was no further good
and it was decided to abandon it, ad­
ditions were made to the Sanitarium
to meet with the military and the oth­
er cases which might arrive from Sigi
nal 'Hill. It was not in the minds of
the Government as to what it
would cost to maintain this Institu­
tion, because they realised that it had
to be maintained at any cost, and I
care not what you cut down, I will
not be a party to any reduction in the
vote for that Institution. It must be
maintained in its fullest capacity. It
this place is abandoned for want of
funds it will be a monument of dis­



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 673

grace to the government. Rather than
this let every member in this House
sacrifice his Sessional Pay, let the
Civil Servants be cut in half, before
the people suffering from Tuberculos­
is are left to die for want of proper
treatment. We built that place and let
us use it, because the necessity is
great and if we don’t use it Tubercu­
losis will increase tenfold in this ceuu
try. This is bound to happen if the
people suffering from this disease are
allowed to remain in their homes. Mr.
Jennings has said it could develop in­
to a home for Incurables. I contend
that this place has a record for cures
second to none on this side of the
Atlantic, outside of the highly scien­
tific institutions, and the expense in
view of this is a trivial matter. If
the government say they cannot open
the new addition to the Sanitorium
because of an insufficient water sup­
ply, then when is the water supply go­
ing to come. They are at it over a
year now. We always had sufficient
before with the help of wells, and el­
ectric pumps, and if the water supply
will be there this summer, take a vote
and open the rest of the wards. I en­
dorse the remarks of Mr. Sullivan,
and I think they should be endorsed
by every member of this House. The
vote in the Estimates for Tuberculos­
is should be sufficient to meet all re­
quirements.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, I do
not intend to delay the House long at
this time. ‘Admitting that Mr. Jen­
nings is right and that there would
not be one life saved in the Institution,
look at the numbers who might be
saved indirectly, by getting these peo­
ple out of the way. away from home
where there may be six or seven
children, and if we only did that
would it not be of a great benefit to
humanity. With reference to the late
Government not voting sufficient
money for this Institution, they
thought at the time it was enough. I 

admit that it might be necessary to
spend an equal amount on the water
supply to that which has already been
spent, but would it not be better than
to spend the fifty-eight thousand dol­
lars which you have spent on the wat
er supply from the South Side Hills,
for which you will get no return
whatever, except the connection with
the Sanatorium. You should have
he^n able to make some deal with the
City Council in connection with the
water supply.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS —
In renly I might say that we tried
hard to make a deal with the Council
but they refused us the right of con­
nection, or rather they retained the
right to connect, all along the road,
and we would have to pay them a
rent, and they would be able to col­
lect all taxes.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Even if they did
reserve that right would it not be
better than nothing. Surely the Gov­
ernment have enough power to come
to some understanding with the City
Council. Here they are getting a
source of revenue and they are not
prepared to give one cent to the Gov­
ernment. The city is moving West
and it will be only a few years before
that would be a source of revenue to
the Council.

DR. JONES.—Mr. Speaker, I have
pleasure in seconding the suggestion,
in fact demanding, that there shall be
no retrenchment in the Sanitorium,
There can be no doubt that it is the
best place to get cures in the first
stages of tuberculosis. It is a very
poor excuse to say that it is an insti­
tution for incurable cases. I have in
my district, cases that have been bene-
fitted by treatment in the institution,
and they will, we hope, be a benefit
to their families for many years to
come. After all it is the poor people
who keep up this institution, and they
get very little out of it, The districts 
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contribute per capita to the support
of the institution, and I believe the
Government would be well advised to
increase for its support.

MR. VINNICOMBE.—Mr. Speaker, I
rise to support what has been said re­
garding the Sanitorium. I am sur­
prised at the attitude of some of the
men here, even the attitude of the
members for Trinity. Only, last week
I had a communication from Torbay
from a man 42 years old. This man
has been laid up with Tuberculosis,
and the Prime Minister said in his
manifesto that he was going to fight
vigorously against this dread disease,
but now he is decreasing the vote.
Surely the members for Trinity have
something to say on this measure. I
am not joking about this matter. It
is my duty to get un here in the
House because it has been brought
to my attention very strongly this
week. I hope a sufficient sum of
money will be put aside for this pur­
pose.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Speaker,
I think it is regrettable that the Prime
Minister did not carry out his inten­
tion to appoint a Ministry of Health.
I think we would have got very much
better results from a Ministry of
Public Health Department than from
either cf the two new Ministers ap­
pointed. It would be an easy matter
to put a medical man in charge. He
does not have to he responsible to
this House or to anybody in the coun­
try. I hope this vote will be suffici­
ently increased to maintain this in­
stitution on a proper basis.

SIR M.. P. CASHIN gave Notice of
Question.

MR. MACDONNELL gave Notice of
Question.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER gave
Notice that he would on to-morrow
ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled
“An Act for the Quieting of Titles.”

Pursuant to notice and.on motion of
the Minister of Public Works the

House resolved itself into a Com­
mittee of the Whole to consider cer­
tain resolutions to amend the Act Cap.
40 of 11 Geo. V, entitled "An Act re­
specting the Maintenance of certain
Public Roads.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—

With regard to the scale of the fees
to be imposed I understand that they
would be from $100 down to $50.00. I
think the Secretary put up as good a
fight as he could to keep them up.

MR. HIGGINS.—I have no personal
knowledge as to what actuates this
varying fee. However I think it is
unfortunate that the ordinary type ot
motor man has the impression that
this Road Commission is run by the
Government. They think that the fees
are converted into a political ma­
chine and if this is correct I quite
agree with their contention that this
should no longer continue. If there
be anything personal in my remarks
I think the Chairman will have a
chance later to deal with it. In the
district of Harbour Main with which
the hon. member for Fogo has been
so much identified, the'great bulk of
the money has been spent but I am

' quite aware that the great bulk of the
motor driving is done up in that dis­
trict. When in the district during the
last bye election I was given to un­
derstand that the hon. member for
Fogo in his capacity of Secretary of
the Commission promised all sorts of
jobs with regard to the work of the
Commission up there, and out of this
grew the impression that this commis­
sion was a political machine and the
Secretary will readily see that if such
be the case the owners of cars would
certainly be justified. in resisting it,
The way of the reformer is hard and
perhaps the secretary thought that the
best results could be obtained by get­
ting the assistance -of politicians. He 
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was looked upon as assistant to the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
during the snow shovelling escapade
in the district during the bye election.
As yet nothing much has been done
in the Bast. end. The people really
think there has been a breach of faith.
I supported the road idea because of
the enthusiasm of the mover of the
bill. I trust that the hon. member for
Fogo will understand the personal as­
pect I have given this matter and this
's the explanation of the great am­
ount of dissatisfaction in the non­
payment of the taxes and they will
never be collected.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
In relation to the political aspect,
from my knowledge of the work of
the Road Commission, I say there
were no politics mixed up in the work
at all. The Association appointed a
foreman and the work was done un­
der its direction and the largest sum
of money spent was done so under its;
direction. The Commission spent
their money on the purchase of ma­
chinery and they refunded to the As­
sociation the sum of four thousand
dollars and all the work was done out
in the Harbour Main District because
that thoroughfare was said to be the
best one for the try out. It was never
mooted at the Motor Association
meetings that politics should play a
part. I just make that statement to
straighten out matters.

SIR .1 C. CROSBIE.—I contend that
these Resolutions before the House
should be put aside at the present
time. The previous speakers have
spoken my sentiments in the matter.
But I wish to point out that if ten
thousand dollars of the Government
money was spent there should be a
statement of its disbursements.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
All the information obtainable was
tabled.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—The machin­
ery cost the whole of this sum. I am 

going to object to the handling of this
matter by the Road Commission any
longer. The Board of Works is the
proper factor to do this. Owing to the
financial condition of the country this
vote ought to be cut out.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
This vote is not in the Estimates.

STR ,T. C. CROSBIE.—Then it should
not go in the Estimates. Our roads
are used mostly by the motor car
owners and they should be taxed and
it is to their advantage to spend some
money on the improvement of the
roads because to use the words of the
Attorney General they would save
their tyres. The machinery that was
imported ought to be such that it can
be used anywhere. I understand that
it was only used In the district of Hr.
hour Main but when I was up there
some little while ago there was no
improvement at all except at Fox
Trap Hill. I will support these Re­
solutions if the money is handed over
to the Minister of Public Works. But
1 am going to oppose any further vote
by the Government. Any further sum
of ten thousand ought to be immedi­
ately used to the benefit of the Tuber­
culosis Hospital.

MR. BENNETT.—I rise for the pur­
pose of not merely objecting to the
Resolutions but to the present con­
stitution of the Road Commission.
Three are appointed by the Motor As­
sociation. three by the Governor in
Council and then there is the Minis­
ter of Public Works and the East and
West end road inspectors. I claim
that constitution is wrong. The Gov­
ernment has six members on the Com­
mission. I am not in accord with the
idea of cutting out the ten thousand
dollars but let it be spent by the Mot­
or Association and let that organiza­
tion have the benefit of the two road
inspectors but let it run in a non­
political way. Then there would be
more confidence in the whole thing.
It is the opinion of ninety-nine per
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cent. of tin? people that twenty-four
thousand dollars were 'spent between
here and Kelligrews. I will read some
extracts from a letter I have hero
which was addressed to Mr. Fox from
the Motor Association. (Reads.)

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Does it say how much was spent on
machinery.

MR. BENNETT.—Yes. (Reads.) I
take it that the ten thousand contri­
buted by the Government was spent
on machinery. The Association decid­
ed to buy machinery at a meeting
which 1 attended and they bought
some before this Bill was introduced.
As to how much was spent may I
address the question to the Chairman?

MR. HIBBS.—In reply to the lion.
member for St. John’s West, I may
say that amount spent on actual road
work was $7,600. As there appears to
be a confusion between the Road Com­
mission and the Association I think
I should make an .explanation. The
Road Commission was brought into be­
ing last year by an Act of
Parliament but the Motor Association
was a'ready doing road work on the
Topsail Road. The Association spent
a lot of their money and they spent it
in anticipation of this Bill. They were
looking forward to the Road Commisr
sion coming into existence. I al­
ways contended that it would be im­
proper to have the roads built by a
private organization. The Provincial

•Governments of Canada built their
roads from taxes they imposed on the
car owners.

If you go through the States or the
Provinces you will find that when it
comes to public highways they are
controlled by the Public Works De­
partment, and I think it should be the
same here. I have come in for a lot
of friendly criticism and I will reply
in the same good spirit. Perhaps it is
unfortunate for me that I am. Secre­
tary of the Road Commission and was
born in Harbour Main District, and
the most unfortunate thing of all was 

that the road building was start­
ed there. But I am going to
tell the House and the gentlemen
of the Opposition right now that the
Commission was not and will not bo
used as a political machine. I will
substantiate that statement. It has
been pointed out here that the work
was begun there because an election
was coming on but it was really fin­
ished and forgotten long before that
election was held. Further the sum
of $7,500 expended on the section was
spent where the Motor Association
had already began; there was abso­
lutely no discrimination as to the giv­
ing of labor and that was one fo the
points the Commission clearly laid
down. I knew when I touched such a
matter I would be criticized, but I am
prepared to prove I did not use the
work for political purposes as I con­
sider doing so an abomination. Mr.
Dawe, a thoroughly capable man, was
the foreman and I gave him explicit
instructions in writing on this point.
I think I have passed that letter to
the member for Harbour Main. This
is a copy (reads letter). I think
it unfair for the gentlemen on the op­
posite side to say the work was used
for political purposes as the statement
is absolutely incorrect. As to the use
of the machinery I think Sir John
Crosbie was a strong advocate for it
last year, while now he is equally
strong in condemnation. I then
objected to the Association handling
the money and I called attention to
the fact that we had men here who
had built roads in Canaila and I felt
they were capable of doing the work
here. Sir John stated that the Cana­
dians having machinery could built
good roads .arid said it would be im­
possible to do the work here without
it. Now the object is criticized.

SIR J C. CROSBIE.—I have not
started to criticize you yet.

MR. HIBBS.—We will be prepared
for your criticism. Last year we im-
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ported a tractor, a grader, a sacrl-
fyier, a crusher, etc., and o£ all these,
one only may be criticized, name­
ly the grader. Without the oth­
ers it would be impossible to build
roads to stand motor traffic. There
are sections where we can’t use the
grader, from Topsail Hill up the
shore it is impossible to employ it,
but I understand that there are sec­
tions in Ferryland District and other
places where it can be used.

MR. BENNETT.—I beg to remind
you Mr. Hibbs that I asked you for
statistics. I asked about the money
that was expended and when I get
the information I will finish my re­
marks.

MR. HIBBS.—I will give the in­
formation. The total amount collected
from all sources was 522,408.94; in­
cluding the $10,000 from the Govern­
ment. From that we expended $19,-
011.82; we spent $9,005 for machinery,
$165 for freight and $635 for the
scarifier. The total for machinery
was nearly $12,000. Then we had to
pay for horses, carts, tents and other
equipment which the Motor Associa­
tion purchased. We reimbursed them
in part for that and spent about $7,500
in work. The remainder went in inci­
dentals that could not be termed ac­
tual road work I might say for the
Information of the gentlemen oppo­
site that the Municipal Council re­
tained $6,000.00 out of the total taxes.
They are entitled to the money levied
on motor trucks which ar,e confined
practically to St. John’s. This amount­
ed to $1,520 which must be deducted
from the amount collected. This year
more machinery has been imported
including a tractor, two spreader
waggons, a sprinkler etc., at a total
cost of $4,058. That gives us a full
equipment except the roller. You can­
not consolidate the roads without this
machine, and it would cost about
$5,000. The sprinkler can only be used
with the roller. We got that first as
we are waiting for a gas roller, not a 
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steam one. This kind is now being
built and the order has been placed.

MR. BENNETT.—I thank the mem­
ber for Fogo for his! information be­
cause the figures submitted by the
committee of the Association were,
not intentionally no doubt, rather con­
fusing and would lead one to the con­
clusion that $24,000 was spent for
road making purposes.

MR. HIBBS.—When the letter was
written I think the figures included
taxes that had not been paid.

MR. BENNETT.—The statement of
the Minister of Works shows an ex­
penditure of $19,823.09 and that of the
member for Fogo, $19,611.82—here is
a discrepancy.

MR. HIBBS.—The total was $22,-
408.94 made up of about $12,000 for
machinery, 7 or 8,000 for road mak­
ing and the balance for tents, horses
and other equipment.

MR. BENNETT—I still reiterate my
contention that this work would be
better done and receive the endorsa-
tion of the public if it were done by
the Association without assistance.
The Inspectors fear there is trouble
ahead for the Commission as there is
an idea abroad that it is a political
institution.

MR. JENNINGS—I am delighted it
is all out of my hands.

MR. BENNETT—I have no doubt of
that, as I know you are not the kind of
man who stays up at nights looking
for jobs like that. I think the Asso­
ciation with the co-operation and as­
sistance of the Road Inspectors would
do better than the Commission. I do
not think we should spend the public
money, especially that large grant
from St. John’s East and West which
is not contemplated in the Estimates.
The Association could take the roads,
do them according to their own lights
jr ideas and display their ability in
roadmaking in certain sections. I
think it is up to the Association to
show that they can give returns, to 
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those paying the taxes. I£ you mix up
their money with the government’s
and there is any blame to be attached
in connection with the work, one will
be blaming the other. Dual control is
not to be desired; dual administration
is improper for public affairs. This
work should be apart from government
control and if that policy be carried
out, X believe all the motorists will
assist because in the Association there
are men of all political shades and
those not of the same shade as my
friend on the other side would quite
naturally not be satisfied with the
work of the Commission. I hope the
government will see the force of what
I say; that this will bring trouble on
them and the people will refuse to
pay their taxes if they carry out their
intended arrangements. The member
opposite may explain away the Hr.
Main situation but the people have
very strong convictions as to what
happened there.

MR. HIBBS—Some 99 per cent, of
them think it was alright.

MR. BENNETT—You do not know
them all—but you did not lose your
opportunity. I do not blame you for
that, but men outside the House will
not want their money misused, and if
we do as you propose wei will destroy
the whole object of the movement. We
want good roads and the motorists
should pay for them, but the people
want their money spent fairly, and we
need some Association clear of poli­
tics. The gentlemen now in charge of
the work are novices. They do not
know "anything of practical road-mak
ing; they may have read something
about it in books and no doubt are
doing their best. Canada is not the.
ideal place for road-making and there
are Commissions there that the hon­
orable member would be ashamed to
be associated ‘with. We do not want
to take all our ideals from Canada—
we have cleaner politics here than
they have. And when it comes to a
specific tax let it be .spent, by those 

who have no axe to grind or for a de­
finite political purpose. X do not say*
the money was deliberately squander­
ed or misapplied, but it is strange
that it was laid out in one direction
and you may recall that the member
opposite says the work was done last
tall. Did not the government intend
to have the election in the fall. It
was spent from July to September and
then the work ceased as there was to
be no election till the spring. The
Motor Association could do nothing
with the snow on the ground, but
when it came the snow-shovelling bri­
gade was brought in, and their doings
in Hr. Main will never be forgotten.
The honorable members says they
were paying for the work; and that
is right as the money was squander­
ed, thrown to the winds. I know
something of snow-shovelling thru
my experience in St. John’s West.
When men wanted that work there I
told them they were wasting their
grants, as if they spent them ,on snow
shovelling, the roads would suffer the
next year because for the sake of get­
ting in and out to their doors for one
day, they were wasting their money.
The sun or rain would come perhaps
in a few hours and wash the snow
away. The public money for roads,
bridges etc., was wasted as the $10,
000 was spent in Hr. Main last spring.
Let us be responsible; it will bring no
kudos to the Opposition, but put the
money in the hands of the Motor As­
sociation with your experts assisting
and let it be spent as allocated by the
Association. Then the saddle will be
on' the right horse and the Association
will have to account to the people or
go out of existence. I agree with Mr.
Jennings in not being ready to go on
with the Commission, and though he
got no salary, none was earned the
way the money was spent. Give the
advantage if possible to the owner of
the Ford car, but tax the man who can
afford the touring car higher; only let
him see his money is properly applied 
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and not used for political purposes. If
you don’t adopt some measure of this
kind your taxes will not be half paid
and the Magistrate’s Court will be
kept going to make the people pay
what they are not willing to pay un­

der a Commission. •
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Speak

er. Last year we came in here and
voted ten thousand dollars for a spe­
cial work. Then we thought the gov­
ernment was in earnest and we
thought that the money would be ap­
plied properly, in the several dis­
tricts surrounding St. John’s. All the
proceeding speakers omitted to state
that the money was misapplied. That
money was spent for political purpos­
es in Harbor Main. Not a cent was
spent in Petty 'Harbour, Torbay and
other places. The intention was to
spend the money in repairing the
roads in the vicinity of the city and
then as far around Conception Bay as
possible. During the bye-election up
in the district of Harbor Main,
Mr. Hibbs promised the people work
to the amount of thirty thousand dol­
lars thinking that he would gain the
district, and he even went so far as
to spend some of it in advance by
sending out articles of food to be paid
for in work for the Road Commission
But he evaded giving Mr. Bennett all
the particulars. I will not vote for
the passing of this sum. Should we
tax the people to save their cars? And
again the Minister of Public Works
tells us that there is not enough mo­
ney to carry on the service of the
country. The matter with regard to
the running of the Sanitarium, on to­
day’s Order Paper, was discussed and
the argument you put up was that
funds were not available to run it, but
are we then going to vote ten thous­
and dollars to run motor cars? With
other matters of far greater import­
ance, will the Minister of Public
Works who is not a politician,’ say
he is going to vote to wipe it out? If
so, I will sit down. And to-day we 

are told there is not enough to carry
on the sanitarium.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—
The vote for the sanitarium has been
increased this year by thirty thous­
and dollars.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Reads.
This is the information tabled by the
Minister of Public Works. That is,
fifty more can be accommodated. Ev­
erything is in full swing in there and
to run it will cost $100,000. (Reads).
To furnish this institution properly
and have it fully equipped the cost
would be at an outside figure $120,000.
I take it that this institution should
be looked after to relieve the suffer­
ing people who are craving to gain
admission. Therefore we should not
be losing time in discussing motor
cars. Let the owners of cars pay for
the good roads, but let it not come
from the general revenue of the colo­
ny. Are we doing what we were sent
here for, if we sanction this kind of
thing? The whole fund any way ought
to be in charge of the Minister of
Public Works, and not in the hands of
this representative from Fogo, who
will not even let the snow fall in Hr.
Main during a bye-election, and now
we find that the sum of $5,700 is charg
ed up to road accounts for that dis­
trict, and the roads out there have to
suffer for it all. It is really none of
my business because there are two
able representatives of the district
present who are well able to fight for
their rights. No, I do not believe in
taking this sum from the Public Treas-
ury and handing it to a certain class
of men. .

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
What about the sum of ten thousand
taken from the district of Twillingate
during the Fall of 1919 and spent in
Harbor Main?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You
ought not to be digging up old sores.
I voted for this amount last year be­
cause I understood, and rightly so,
that the money was to be used to re­
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pair the road right down to Bay de
Verde. But it was not. They went to
work and bought a lot o£ machinery
which you cannot sell to-day.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—1
am really standing neutral in this
matter of the purchase of machinery.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Yes, it
was a case of a crowd of politicians
putting it over an innocent man. First
the chairman of the commission went
out to Harbor Main, and then the Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines went
out and spent money wholesale snow
shovelling. Just imagine, a Minister
of the Crown, You are too honest, and
too innocent a man to know all about
this. While on my feet I want to ask
the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries for information
with regard to this pit prop matter. 1
was handed an offer by two gentlemen
the substance of whch you are al­
ready familiar with. Since then we
have discussed the matter, but noth­
ing has been done, and the pit props
according to contract have been hand­
ed over to the government. The of­
fer was not attended to and the men
interested wrote a letter to the Min­
ister of Agriculture and Mines. But I
ask you are you earnest in this mat­
ter Here is the letter. (Reads). I
would like to ask the responsible Min­
ister would he be good enough to list
en or perhaps it is a joke. Now on
the back of it all Mr. Hue handed me
this message received from Montreal.
(Reads). And here is a further memo
signed by Mr. Harvey. (Reads). I
would like to ask the responsible Min
ister whether this a fact? If this is
an example of the kind of business
men we have in the government of
the present day, then no wonder the
country is in such a bad financial
state To-day there are thirty thous­
and cords on hand, worth one hun­
dred and eighty thousand dollars, and
yet you are so careless that you will
not extend the ordinary business cour­

tesy of a reply in the matter to men
who are anxious to buy.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
What is the date of this letter?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—To-day’s
date.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Government has so far found it
impossible to get a reasonable figure
and Mr. Hue has been asked to make
a reasonable proposition. A man call
ed upon me this morning on this mat
ter, 1

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Is there
any writing?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—No.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You do
not know how to write. As usual there
is no writing. It shows your state oi
mind.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Fred Hue is not the kind of man
one ought to write a letter to.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—What is
wrong with him. You said Bowrings
were going to take over this matter,
insinuating that Hue was not all that
was desirable. ........................

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Hue’s associates were told that if
they made a reasonable offer they
would get the pit props for less than
56.00. We estimated eight dollars for
freight, four dollars and fifty cents
for peeling and sawing etc., ninety
five cents for commission and ten
cents for some other expense making
the total cost thirteen dollars and
fifty five cents. The government
would then get five dollars and forty-
five cents per cord. I said it he would
offer the government five dollars per
cord he could have them and he said
no.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—That
would be unreasonable. Here is a
business proposition and here is the
answer given by Dr. Campbell. The
Prime Minister made sure not to have
anything so that he may be able to 
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quibble. This is a frightful position
for the Minister of the Crown to be In.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
We looked into the matter very

carefully.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Patience

ceases to be a virtue when we have to
put up with this kind of thing. Why
this would stir the Indian down at
Cash’s door. I would like to ask the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries what
does he say about this?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
& FISHERIES—This is the first I
heard of it.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—This is a
lovely situation. This is not good
enough for the people of Newfound­
land. One of the principal members
of the Executive Government only hear
ing of this matter for the first time.
This is disgraceful when you have hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars in your
grasp, and at the same time there are
so many people dying for want of me­
dical attendance. In the days of old,
matters of this nature were dealt with
by the whole executive government.
But the procedure is different now.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The best thing to do is to make an
outright offer, and I think the gov­
ernment ought to consider that.

MR. FOX—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Hibbs
stated in the House this afternoon
that a large amount is still outstand­
ing of last year’s taxes. I rather ad­
mire the lenient way in which he has
treated the collection of these accounts

Now as regards the government not
putting that $10,000 in the estimates
this year, That practically excludes
the proposition wade by the motor as­
sociation last year. For every 50
cents rut up by the government there
would be $1.00 put up by the motor
association. I personally think that
the government is bound by that pro­
vision. Concerning the resolutions
therefore Mr. Chairman I support the
schedule, the idea that the road com­
mission be made non-politlcal, and 

that Fords and Chevrolets be put on
the same basis as other cars, and so
much per unit of borse power.

DR. JONES—Mr. Chairman. I was
very glad last year to give my approv­
al to the proposition that money spent
on the road be spent as profitable as
possible, yet 1 thin-c that the commis­
sion was not comprised as it should
have been. The Motor Association
gave $2.00 to every $1.00 given by the
government, but the Association was
allowed five. Mr. Hibbs selected a
foreman who was a strong supporter
of the government, and there was
gross discrimination in giving em­
ployment to men on the roads. The
facts were that no Cashin men were
employed. It is their money as well
ar it is yours. hr w as far a< the sched
ule is concerned it appears to be a
little ridiculous. It is the iutention
tc reduce the Ford ani the Chevrolet
to the same basis as other cars.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Chairman, I
might say that I am in ’.ar o’- of these
resolutions, because there certainly
was discrimination last year in the
fees collected from the Motor Associa­
tion. I cannot congratulate the Road
Commission on the work they did on
the roads; it is very unsatisfactory. I
think it would be much better if the
government had nothing to do with
the expenditure of this money. In
view of the stringency of money this
year I think the government ought
not to take $10,000 for this purpose
this year.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The measure of last year was not a
party but a private one, and was dealt
with by the House as such, but if the
Opposition feels that we should sus­
pend this section of the Act of last
year it will meet with the sympathetic
approval of the members of this side.
It was merely introduced then and
none of us knew what it was till it
came down.

MR. HIGGINS—That is my feeling
and as a member of the Association I 
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regret to Bay that any man with re­
spect tor himself would feel better if
being paid out of the motor taxes than
if the roads were being done out of
government funds.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Will the member for St. John’s East
put in a section suspending the one in
question-for a year.

MR. HIBBS—As I am identified
with the matter I may say I am in
accord with the principle of economy,
but I think this is false economy. The
labor problem is one of the biggest of
the day, and we have to get a lot of
employment at once. Bell Island is
closed down, and as every member
knows many are idle. The members
for Conception Bay know that many
men are out of employment. I fail to
see the sense of cutting out the grant
of 57,500.

MR. HIGGINS—That is not the
point I am making, but it is better not
to use that $7,500 this year for the mor
al effect it would have, and I put it
right straight that this is not the time
for it. My position may not be a pop­
ular one with the motorists, but I do
not think it would be bad if the Com­
mission went out of business, and de­
voted some of the money to the roads
that do not take the aspect of motor
driveways.

MR. HIBBS—Bye and bye the gov­
ernment will be called on for money
and we are under way now with the
machinery, but then it will be handed
over to someone who will not see the
work done. I don’t think it is fair to
cut out this money just as we are
getting down to work.

MR. HIGGINS—How much are you
going to get for taxes?

MR. HIBBS—About $15,000.
THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER

—If you get $15,000 and the govern­
ment gives $7,500 malting $22,500
which will all be spent in this work it
means an expenditure to the laborers
of $22,500 with a cost to the Colony
of $7,500; not that this should be con- 
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tinned as a principle, but looking at
it from the point of expediency in view
of the present labor conditions.

MR. HIGGINS—I recognize the pri
mary motive was getting down fees
and under this reduction there will
still be substantial fees, but my point
is that this is no time for road build­
ing at all.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—But it by
putting up $7,500 we could secure the
expenditure of $22,500 it would be a
good thing. .. ■

MR. HIGGINS—The Motor Associa­
tion will spend it anyhow; it is only
collected to spend. For this year in­
stead of giving $7,500 to motor roads
we ought to give it to something else.

MR. HIBBS—The roads will be used
by the motorists anyhow.

MR. HIGGINS—The class of work
done by the Motor Association is
good as far as the rounding off of
Curves and the removing of boulders
which have been on the roadside
since Cauot discovered the Island is
concerned, but the idea to the minds
of most men is the fixing of the roads
when they cannot get supplies for the
fishery. The money is used in the
wrong direction. Why not the mem­
ber for Fogo consult with his col­
leagues on the Commission and report
to-morrow. As I see it, now you are
bound to give it unless you suspend
this section. I think it worth his
while to put it before his colleagues.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I wonder if we would now go into
Committee stage on the Bill.

MR. BENNETT—I wish to endorse
what my colleague of the East en&,
Mr. Higgins has said as to the moral
effect of this grant of the government
as all are agreed that economy is the
note of all proceedings at this time
and we should all be actuated by the
idea of not granting money unneces­
sarily this year. If given for labor as
the Hon. Prime Minister says it will
be endorsed by the House, and I will 
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agree. Last year $22,000 was collect­
ed, there was a grant by the govern­
ment of 510,000 and as Mr. Hibbs said
some 312,000 was spent for machinery
horses, tents and supplies. He also
informed us that on equipment this
year about $3,000 or $4,000 has already
been spent which will not go on labor,
but takes half the money right off. I
appreciate the desire of the honorable
member to have funds to carry out
his programme, but from the point of
economy, he should see his colleagues
and arrange to carry on under a re­
duced scale and retrench as in other
directions, and I support the sugges
tion of Mr. Higgins which should be
considered in committee.

MR. MOORE—I do not think we
should spend $10,000 for road-making
for the use of motorists after the pic­
ture that has been painted here this
afternoon of conditions in connection
with the Sanitarium, and I for one will
not vote for it. Let the joy-riders pay
for their roads if they want them.
They can afford it. There is a consti­
tuent of mine in the General Hospital
who has to get out, and yet cannot
gain admittance to the Sanitarium. It
would be better to spend the money in
providing for her there than in joy­
riding. .......................... .............

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the Resolutions with some amendment
and recommended that a Bill be in­
troduced to give effect to the same.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Act Cap. 40 of 11
Geo. V entitled 'An Act respecting the
Maintenance of Certain Public Roads”
was introduced and read a first time,
and it was ordered that the said Bill
be read a second time on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Public Works if it is correct
that no money allotments have been
received at Port Saunders and other 

places in that vicinity in the district
of St. Barbe although a settlement
farther south has received a large sum
and if this is the case what is the
reason for this discrimination and
how long does the government propose
to permit this to continue?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-.
The Min. of Pub. Works is at a meet­
ing of a Select Committee and I ask
that this question stand over till a
later hour.

SIR M P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he is aware that
Mr. J. M. Devine has been sending
communications to business people ol
this Colony on the official paper of his
office in New York reading as fol­
lows :

New York, May 12, 1921.
Dear Sir,—I have established a buy­

ing and selling service here which
covers the entire United States. If
you have anything to sell get in touch
with me. If you are wanting to buy
goods of any kind in tills country,
please let me hear from you.

I am in close touch with the vari­
ous manufacturers, jobbers and re?
tailers, and feel that I can do a lot
of good for you. If you are needing
to be introduced to reputable business
houses, am at your service. Your
success in business largely depends
on your buying right. Failure often
comes through lack of profit and try­
ing to match up with a competitor
who has bought at a lower price.

All my 25 years experience in New­
foundland business coupled with
many years of buying knowledge in
the American market now lies open
before you. TAKE ADV ANTAGE OF
IT.

WRITE ME FOR INFORMATION.
Ask me for prices of anything you
are needing. Put your proposition be­
fore me. You must buy at a lower
price if you want a better profit. All 
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your enquiries will receive my per­
sonal and prompt attention.

Yours very truly,
(Signed.) J. M. DEVINE.

and to say if the Government in ap­
pointing Mr. Devine to his present
position in New York understood that
he was to run a private business as
well and to use his office for private
gain, and if the Government proposes
to permit him to continue to operate
the Trade Commissioner’s office in,
New York on that basis and if so what
guarantees have the Colony that he
will give any attention to its business
and will devote himself exclusively
to his own and will the Government
take measures to instruct Mr. Devine
to do the work for which he is paid
and abandon all private business as
is the practice with Trade Commis­
sioners of other countries as for in­
stance the Canadian Trade Commis­
sioner during the period he was es­
tablished in St. John’s?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
to the printing of the notice I am not
aware if Mr. Devine gave notice to
the people of this country on the of­
ficial paper of his office or otherwise.
I have asked him for an explanation.
I may say that his writing to the busi­
ness people here may be due to his
receiving the information that his
term of office will expire shortly.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I asked the
Hon. Minister of Marine and he said
he had an agreement for over a year.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The year ends on June 30th, and he
has been notified of his recall.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Who am I to
believe, the Hon. Prime Minister or
the Minister in charge of the depart­
ment. Mr. Devine's family has just
gone away and the Minister is not so
absent-minded as not to have given
him particulars as to his job.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—He has been notified
that his services are not required.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You said he
had been engaged for over a year.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I have no recollection
of that. He has been notified of his
recall anyway.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries hov,
it happens that, in view of the state­
ment in a circular of April 22nd, to
the members of his Union as publish­
ed in the Evening Telegram of Fri­
day last, he advises them that this
country can no longer rely on the
fisheries to support its people, but od-
vocates the reliance, instead, upon
other employments on the ground
that so much fish is caught elsewhere
that the world’s markets are over
supplied he nevertheless for the past
eighteen months insisted on putting
into effect a policy which jeopardized
the markets we have for our fish in
foreign countries and inflicted enorm­
ous losses upon all engaged in the
fishing business in Newfoundland?

HON. MR. COAKER—I beg to table
the reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hoi.
the Prime Minister to lay on the
Table of the House a statement certi­
fied by the Government Engineer show
ing the increases in first-class passen­
ger rates and the average increase in
freight rates, on the trains and steam­
ers of-the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany annually from the 1st of July,
1914, up to date.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I will ask the government engineer
to get the information.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon the
Minister of Justice to lay on the Tab­
le of the House a statement signed by
the Auditor General showing the total
cost of the Consolidated Statutes of
Newfoundland 4th series from tin
time the revision was begun up to
date, showing (a) the names of the le­
gal gentlemen engaged in the revision
and the amount received by each of
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them; (b) the amount paid for print­
ing the first revision which appeared
two or three years ago in paper covers
and (c) the amount paid for the pres­
ent edition of four volumes and also
to say if an addition to the vote now
before the House or any other sums
will be asked on account of this ser­
vice?  

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—The
names of the legal gentlemen engaged
in the revision and the amount receiv­
ed by each of them were:

Dec. 26, 1914—The Attorney Gener­
al, Hon. D. Morison, K.C., (Chairman
of Commission); F. J. Morris, K.C.,
C. H. Emerson, K.C., B.E.S. Dunfleld
(Secretary), M. Furlong, K.C. To each
of the above $500.00, making a total
of $3500.00.
Dec. 20. 1915—Commission­

ers as above, seven at
$500.00 each  $3,500.00

Jan. 19. 1918—B. E. S. Dun-
field, Secretary  3,000.00

Sept 24, 1918—Hon. D. Mor­
ison. K.C., Chairman ... 3,000.00

Jan. 2, 1919—B. E. S. Dun-
field. supervising etc. .. 789.00

Sept 18. 1920—B. E. S. Dun
field, supervising, etc... 1,000.00

Mar 2, 1920—B. E. S. Dun-
field (Secretary), bal­
ance of ward  2,500.00

April 30 1921—Hon. D. Mor­
ison (Chairman) Award 4,000.0s

$21,289.00
The amount paid for copies in

pamphlet form was as follows:—
July 17, 1917—Daily News .. $429.25
Nov. 5, 1917—Daily News .. 352.00
April 24, 1918—Daily News .. 727.60
July 19, 1918—Daily News .. 256.00
Sept. 23, 1918—Daily News .. 188.00
Oct. 4, 1918—Daily News ... 110.00
Oct. 16,1918—Daily News ... 200.00
Mar. 1, 1919—Daily News ... 232.00
Oct. 15, 1920—Royal Gazette 4.90

 
$2499.75

(c) The amount paid for the pres­

ent edition of four volumes and also to
say if an addition to the vote now be­
fore the House or any other sums will
be asked on account of this service.

The amount paid for the present
edition of four volumes, not including
the sums itemized in Sections (a) and 
(b) of this question is:
Daily News for printing and

binding .. .. $35,622.40
Carswell & Company, bind­

ing .. .. ...................... 450.00
C. O’N. Conroy, Arbitrator 25.00
Shea & Co’y.—Insurance... 218.28
Nfld. Express Co’y—Freight 69.74

 
$36,385.42

There are bills to the amount of
$6,000.00 still outstanding on account
of the Consolidation of Statutes, most­
ly for printing.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon. the
Prime Minister if any representations
have been made to the government
with regard to the conditions of af­
fairs at Port Union, namely, if the F.
P.U. plant there is virtually shut
down, only half a dozen men employ­
ed thereon and if, as a consequence
great distress exists amongst the peo­
ple and if any steps are being taken
by the government to afford relief, and
if so to state the nature and extent of
the same.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—No representation has been made to
the government as to the matter to
which reference is made.

HON. MR. WARREN—I was asked
a question by Sir John Crosbie two
days ago, as to Robt. Rice of Twillin­
gate, being a British subject, and if
not, why was he made a Justice of the
Peace I have made enquiries and
find that he is a British subject hav­
ing been born in this country.

MR. MOORE—I asked the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries for an
answer to question No. 10 on the Or
der Paper of June 6th It is import­
ant and I want to get it.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
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—I will give it If you wish to take it
verbally. The dredge’s log book shows
a total of 6,780 tons dredged in that
vicinity. The original daily report of
the dredge has already been tabled in
the House. It was public work ana
there was no contract.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—How is it that
the only amount paid for the dredge
was pnid by Mr. Hickman. The log
of June 28th shows the dredge was at
Port Union for 24 days, and dredged
all around there, but there was no
charge for her. She was at Bell Is­
land and other points and there was
no charge for her. If she is a free
gift let us know, don’t keep the infor­
mation to yourself. She is for the
general benefit of the country and I
don’t see why one man should pay and
the others not do so. She worked at
Port Union for 26 or 27 days, and not
a cent was paid for her. The only
returns from her were from Mr. Hick
man for dredging in St. John’s

THE HON THE PRIME MINISTER
—I may say that I have made arrange­
ments with the Marine and Fisheries
department for her use in St. John’s
West and the parties using her will
nay all expenses and replace all parts
that may be broken. If this work is
done in the West End Mr. Hickman
and the other people there will bene.
fit.

SIR M.P. CASHIN—What is the ex­
planation of one paying and the oth­
ers not doing so

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—For years she has been on public
service; she was at Long Pond and
other points where dredging had to be
done near the public wharves.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—It would be
better if the Hon. Minister of Fish
eries would explain

THE HON THE PRIME MINISTER
—I am doing so as Mr. Moore said I
promised him ah answer, and I am
giving it. The dredge is going into
service under arrangements by which 

the parties using her will pay all ex­
penses.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled "An Act to amend the War Meas
tires Act—1914” was read a third time
and passed, and it was ordered that
it be engrossed being entitled as
above, and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

On motion of Hon. the Minister of
Justice the Bill entitled “An Act for
the Confirmation of An Agreement be­
tween the Government and The D’Arcy
Exploration Company Ltd.,” was re­
committed to a Committee of the
Whole House.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs tooks the Chair of Com­

mittee
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair;
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pas­
sed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill entitled
"An Act to amend Chapter 162 of the
Consolidated Statutes (Third. Series)
entitled ‘Of the Prosecution of the
Seal Fishery.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit

tee
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pas­
sed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report "was received
and adopted, and it wTas ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
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Hon. the Prime Minister the House re
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
"An Act to Repeal 10-11 Geo. V. Cap,
25, entitled ‘An Act to Regulate the
Exportation of Salt Codfish” ’

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr.-Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
Mr Sneaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had paSs-
.ed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.
: The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow
move that a Committee of the House
be appointed to consider the question
of the Further Operation of the Rail­
way. ....

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow move
the Suspension -of the Rules Respect­
ing all matters now before the House
or to come before it.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon next, the 13th in­
stant, at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, June 13th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the
Customs Returns for the year 1919-
1920.

Hon. the Minister of Posts tabled
the following Report:
To the Honourable, the House of .As­

sembly:
To the Legislative Session Convened:

The Select Committee appointed to
consider and report on a Bill entitled.

“An Act for the Prevention of Ven­
ereal Diseases, beg to report the said
Pill as hereto annexed—marked "A”.

(Sgd.)
JOHN C. CROSBIE.
W. W. HALFYARD.
W. B. JENNINGS.
W. E. JONES.
C. J. FOX.

On motion this Report was receiv­
ed and referred to a Committee of the
Whole House.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed and on motion of Hon. the Minister
of Justice the Bill entitled "An Act
for the Quieting of Titles,” was intro­
duced and read a first time and order­
ed to be read a second time on to­
morrow.

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave
notice that he would on to-morrow
move the House into Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
regarding the Branch Railway to Ar-
gentia.

Hon. the Prime Minister moved that
a Committee of the House be appoint­
ed to consider the question of the fu­
ture operation of the railway.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I move that this order
be deferred until to-morrow. I might
explain that the position in connection
with the railway is that when the
House opened about ten weeks ago it
was thought highly probable that the
Government would be in a position to
submit at this session of the Legisla­
ture some definite proposition that
would be acceptable to the Reid New­
foundland Company on the one hand
and to the Legislature on the other.
The Reid Newfoundland Company
have not found themselves in a posi­
tion to submit any definite proposi­
tion, nor have they submitted a pro­
position of such a character that I
would submit for the consideration of
this Assembly. The railway problem 
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in Newfoundland is probably the most
serious problem that this Colony has
ever been called upon to face. Dur­
ing the past year the railway has been
handled by a Commission, and, as a
result of that, the Government has
had the advantage of acquiring con­
siderable knowledge of the handling
of the affairs of the railway, its fin­
ances, its profits, its losses, besides
much information concerning ac­
counts covering a period of many
years past. Experience has also been
secured by Mr. T A. Hall, Govern­
ment Engineer. This ought to prove
of value in the discussion of any prac­
tical proposition with a view to find­
ing a solution of the problem with
which we are at present confronted.
It was my hope that hon. members of
the Opposition would favorably con­
sider the idea of the appointment of
a Parliamentary Committee to deal
with this railway problem, the Com­
mittee to consist of an equal number
of members of the Government and of
the Opposition,the Auditor General,the
Government Engineer and Mr. Pill,
who is the Railway Auditor. A Par­
liamentary Committee so constituted
would be in a position to ascertain
the full facts, and without any con­
sideration whatever of political par­
tisanship give valuable thought to a
problem which is a most pressing
one.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker,
before coming to the next motion on
the Order Paper which is to move the
suspension of the rules of this House,
might I ask the Prime Minister what
is the intention?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
would ask that that motion be defer­
red.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—For how long?
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—'

Until to-morrow.
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is it the inten­

tion of the Prime Minister to move 

the suspension of the rules to-mor­
row?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
To-morrow, or at a later date, as may
be most suitable.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—It is unusual
to ask the House to suspend the rules,
without any financial business of the
House attended to. without one line
of the Budget or the Estimates passed
and with the many other financial
matters to come before this House un­
touched. Certainly I have never heard
of anything like this done before in
all my thirty years experience as a
member of this House. We are here
to-day with the full Estimates before
the House and not one vote passed
yet. I think it is not only unusual, but
it is indecent and impossible to ask
the Opposition to pass the Budget and
the Estimates under suspended rules
and to rush all the business through
within a week. Why it is only now
that we are starting to do any busi­
ness; up to now there has been prac­
tically nothing done. Surely goodness
the Government is not going to try
and stuff this sort of thing down our
throats. You have no justification
whatever to come here and pass the
Budget and the Estimates in a couple
of days, and this especially at a time
when depression and gloom prevails
all over the land and when we are
asking for eight millions of dollars
revenue for the next year. There is
a considerable amount of information
to be furnished yet in connection with
this matter and it behoves the Gov­
ernment to re-consider their attitude.
I serve notice on you now Sir, that
we members on this side of the House
are going to give this motion all the
opposition we can. We have a duty to
perform and we are going to perform
it in a right and proper manner. It
is indecent to suspend the rules un­
der existing conditions and there is
no precedent for It.
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We got no information as to the
sales tax. Are we a crowd of sta­
tutes to have men like you come in
here and dictate to us like this? The
railway is most important and it
should come before the House. The
Prime Minister says it has to be stud­
ied well, why did he not study it?
Surely you are not going to repeat
last year’s conduct. This is no mat­
ter to have a minute of council do the
needful for. Since you have handled
the railway we have been saddled with
three millions of dollars and now no­
tice is served to suspend the rules.
This railway matter needs a lot of
discussion and here is the place for
it without restrictions. I am not pre­
pared to go on any commission within
forty-eight hours and I now ask you
to reconsider the motion to suspend
the rules of the House. I do not think
it is proper. You say we have no
time. We must sit here for another
month or six weeks. Does the hon.
gentleman care? The Government is
not prepared to carry on the railway
nor is the Company. Are you going
to leave the country under such con­
ditions. We also want to discuss the
financial situation on its merits. Be­
tween now and Saturday you want to
put through the Budget, Supply, Ways
and Means and the railway problems
together with two other bills. We
are not going to allow it. That is the
verdict.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-.
In reply to the Hon. the Leader of the
Opposition I would point out that both
the Budget Speech and the Estimates
have been before the House for many
weeks and have been fully debated. A
portion of the Estimates has been
passed. The debate on both matters
has been adjourned from time to time
at the request of hon. members op­
posite. The Government has been
ready for many weeks in connection
with both matters and the delay has
been at the request of the hon. the
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Leader of the Opposition .and of hon.
members opposite. The responsibil­
ity for the delay in connection with
this and various other items on the
Order Papers rests entirely upon the
Leader of the Opposition and a lim­
ited number of his followers.

MH. HIGGINS.—I think you might
dfer this motion until to-morrow. Bel­
ter still to defer it all together. I
would like to make it clear to the
members opposite that there is no de­
sire on this side of the House to keep
any member here longer than is ab­
solutely necessary but on the other
hand I think the Prime Minister will
realise that had we been finished with
the discussion of the Budget we would
be following the practice. I would
like to say that the position we take
is this. In the matters of great Im­
portance we have always accepted the
principle of the British Parliamentary
procedure and that is to have no sus­
pension of the rules at all with regard
to money bills. We do not want to bJ
in the position of blocking the sus­
pension of the rules but we want the
progress to be made along the lines
which we think should be followed
and we would have adopted a differ­
ent attitude than this if only matters
of minor importance remained but the
remaining matters of chief import­
ance. Not alone is it unfair but you
are in the position where it is impos­
sible to bring in the suspension of the
rules at this stage. I would suggest
that the motion be withdrawn from
the order paper and when we have
progress in a few days time and the
important matters have been consid­
ered then it would be. proper and
reasonable to give a notice of this
kind. It is unfortunate that you are
in the position that you canot do this
without the consent of the Opposition
but I think that this consent will not
be unreasonably withheld. We have
arranged Ways and Means and Sup­
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ply in a general way but the item of
grave importance to our people is the
problem of taxation. We have no de­
sire whatever to impede matters but
I would 'suggest that this motion pass
away. We can dispose of some of the
items on the order paper in a short
time. Then only Supply, Ways and
Means and the railway problem re­
mains. We should not suspend the
rules as that would not be .in the in­
terest of the people of this country.

MR. BENNETT.—I rise to point out
like the leader of the Opposition and
my colleagues the futility and absurd­
ity of putting this motion on to-day’s
Order Paper. The Government were
ill advised when it suggests this pro­
cedure at this juncture of the Session.
It savours of trying to rush matters
of the utmost importance with undue
haste. I quite appreciate the desire
of the members opposite to get to their
homes and I feel that the members on
this side will facilitate matters as
much as possible. The legislation yet
to be passed is the most important of
the Session and the most important
we have had for many years. It would
cast an ignominious stigma on this
country if we permitted the suspen­
sion of the rules at this stage of the
session. It is wrong in principle and
it is what we would expect from the
Government. We should and must
get unlimited for the discussion of
these very important matters. We
have our duty towards the public and
that duty must be performed and our
duty is to consider these matters of
grave importance with caution and de­
liberation. This question of the rail­
way should have been brought up a
month ago. It is an open secret that
it has been a God send to the Govern­
ment that the Opposition has kept the
House open for the past six weeks as
there was no legislation to be brought
forward and now you ask the suspen­
sion of the rules when you have leg­
islation ready. But this has had noth­

ing to do with it it at an. While It is
true we may have been rather prolix
in our debate but you must consider
that desperate situations require des­
perate remedies. However I trust that
the criticisms from this side will be
brief and to the point. As to the dis­
cussion of the Budget it may be more
lengthy but it will not be unduly pro­
longed. As to the railway it ought
to merit the earnest consideration of
the Government. It is a problem
bristling with difficulties but the com­
bined wisdom of both sides ought to
find a way out. I hope the Prime Min­
ister will give us a clear statement of
all that appertains to the railroad. It
has been merely guess work with us
in the past. I therefore submit that
the Government reconsider this mo­
tion and until we clean up the main
features of this important matter now
before the House then and then only
should we move the suspension of the
rules.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
My motion is that this order be de­
ferred, so why the debate at this
stage?

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—The Prime
Minister remarked that we delayed
this House and that the debate on the
Estimates and Budget is over. We
were looking for information . from
a Minister of the other side who has
been absent for several weeks. He
is the head of the chief department
of the public service and surely the
Prime Minister is not in earnest when
he tells us we delayed the House. The
Prime Minister represented four de­
partments and for the past ten weeks
I have been here every day and I will
remain here till all the business is
over. I am surprised that the Prime
Minister would move such a motion.
The railroad has not been disposed of
nor has the Budget, Ways and Means,
Supply and the Bell Island Ore tax.

MR. MacDONNELLr-Mr. Speaker, I



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 691
feel that this order should be taken
off the Order Paper altogether because
there is an implication that it is ne­
cessary because of the methods per­
sued by the Opposition. We have met
here and gone through the Order Pa­
per day after day and adjourned at
4.30. This order means only ont>
thing, namely, that the Government
are trying to hold the Opposition re­
sponsible for the state of affairs that
now exist, and for that reason the Op­
position should oppose it, not only
now, but at any time. The Govern­
ment got themselves into this mess and
now let them get themseves out of it
as best they can.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister why it is that no pro­
gress has been made with the build­
ing of the new freight sheds in St.
John’s authorized under the Loan Bill
of last year and the early erection of
which was promised at that time, and
why does not the Government proceed
at present with this public work the
necessity of which was then claimed
to be very great, seeing that just now
there is widespread distress among
the working people of this city as a
result of unemployment and the start­
ing of this work would do much to les­
sen the extent of such unemployment.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Railroad Commission decided
last year that they would not proceed
with the erection of a freight shed at
St. John’s. The freight shed is not
about to be proceeded with because
the Commission has no funds avail­
able for the work.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, to lay on the Table
of the House a statement signed by
the Government Engineer, showing the
progress made up to May 30th on the
completion of the fifty freight cars un­
der construction for the Railroad set­
ting out (a) the number of cars act-,
ually completed and ready for use, (b)

the stages of completion of the remain
der, and (c) the dates on which any or
all will likely be delivered as ready
for use.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER
IES—Mr. Speaker, in reply to that
question, I might say the information
is being prepared, and I will table as
as soon as it is available.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
bis capacity as Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, to lay on the Table
of the House a statement signed by the
Government. Engineer giving an es­
timate of the additional Revenue re­
ceived by the Railway Company dur­
ing the current fiscal year through the
increase of one cent per mile on first
class nassenger rates put into effect
when the Commission assumed the con
trol of the Railroad a year ago.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—The reply to that question is
also being prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, if the Government
Engineer has made during 1920 the
tour of inspection of the Railroad, pro'
vided under the Railway contract, and
if so to lav on the Table of the House
conv of the same.and if not to sav why
such tour of inspection was not made;
also to furnish a special report from
the Government Engineer showing
what improvements, if any, were made
in the railroad track, bridges, etc., be­
tween January 1st and June 30, 1920,
hv the Railwav Company, and since
the first of July 1920 by the Railway
Commission.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—The reply to that question is
also being prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House, a state­
ment showing what sales, if any, had
been made up tq the end of last month
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of Labrador fish purchased on behalf
of the Government last November, the
amount paid for the said fish, specify­
ing its actual cost and also the amount
for expenses and the amount received
for it when sold, showing the total
loss thereon and also the loss per qtl.
and to state where the remainder of
this fish is and when, if ever, he ex­
pects to sell it.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE. & FISH­
ERIES—Mr. Speaker, I beg to table
the reply to that question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries t«
lay on the Table of the House an es­
timate of the losses sustained by the
fishermen and the business people of
this country through the operations ct
his fish regulation policy since the pre
sent government took office in Novem­
ber 1919 and if he intends to propose
any measures to recoup these people
even in part for these losses?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Mr. Speaker, I beg to table the
reply to that question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention
of the Government to introduce any
labor legislation at the present session
as promised by him in his manifesto
and if not, why not?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
Mr. Speaker, it is not the intention of
the Government to introduce any la­
bour legislation during the present ses
sion.

SIR M. F. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker.
regarding question 5 and also the an­
swer, what does this mean. T would
like for the Hon. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to tell us more about
this matter than is contained in his
reply. “It is the opinion of his de­
partment,” his reply says, "that if
there were any losses, etc.” But was
it not the Government that toil: off
the Regulations. Is it too much to
ask the Hou. Minister to get up in his
place and tell us- about the loss on 

the Penny cargo? Not a cent has been
received on that cargo to this date,
and then we have an answer like this
handed to us. Now I may ask the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries
what he intends doing about the Pen­
ny case? This man was offered $61).-
000 for his fish, but he followed the
instructions of the Minister ano he
hasn’t got a cent for it. He is now'
here in St. John’s, and he wants to
know who is going to recompense
him. Afic- taking his fish and dilly­
dallying with it for five or six
months you have not a word to say
to him. Think of what that man has
suffered mentally since that cargo
was loaded. Now the only reply you
can give us is “The King can do no
wrong." He is here looking for the
S60.000 robbed from him by you, and
you haven’t a word of any kind to
say to him.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention
of the Government to introduce any
legislation at the present session with
regard to the railway situation and
if n- t, why not?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
is the intention of the Government to
introduce railway legislation at this
session.

MR. HIGGINS.—If you intend to
provide work for the men some
funds ought to be put in the hands ot
some one to provide the same. But
after all if a number of men register
and cannot get work the difficulty is
that there is no comfort to the men
even then. The Government ought to
give some thought to this matter and
see what can be done.
- HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Government does not intend to
give St. John’s East or West any larg­
er per capita grant than any given to
other parts of the Island.

MR. HIGGINS.—I do not think it is
fair to put it that way that St. John’s
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East 01 West is not going to get more
than any other part of the Island The
men living outside the city are in a
different position. They only want to
get supplies for the fishery and they
have already been assisted. Instead
of those supplies for the labourers
and the mechanics you ought to pro­
vide some sum to be expended on
some public works. I am anxious
that the Government do something
like this to set it off against the sup­
plies given to the fishermen. The man
living here in the city have many
items of expense than the resident in
the outport has.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if it
is correct that the dredge is not to be
operated this year but that her offi­
cers and crew are to be paid full wag­
es and if so is it intended to apply
the same principle to all other
branches of his Department?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—This question re the
dredge I have to say all the crew
have been paid off with the exception
of the engineer.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I understand
the dredge is being handed over to
some merchants "along Water ^t.
Is this correct?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am getting a loan of the dredge for
certain responsible persons in my
constituency. These parties are go­
ing to pay for its cost of operation.

SIR M P. CASHIN.—Might I ask
the Minister of Marine what was the
revenue derived from the dredge last
year and what part of the country
was dredged. Nothing was collected
for this work last year as far as I
can see. I do not follow the Prime
Minister when he says he is taking
over the dredge as she is public pro­
perty. It belongs to the Department
of Marine and Fisheries and she cost
this Colony 537.000. Last year she
was at Port Union, the home of the
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Minister of Marine and the tax payers
are paying for the work he did there
for him. Jennings get up here and
say there is not enough of funds to
run the sanitarium. I wonder if Mr.
Scammell, a man of the other side
who is above the rest and knows
something, is prepared to stand for
this? The work at Port Union cost
ten thousand dollars and not a cent
paid. The Colony has dropped $37,-
000 on account of the careless hand­
ling of this ship. I understand she
also worked at Bell Island, well the
people there had a perfect right to her
use just as well as the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries for nothing. I
for one object to this tinkering with
the public moneys. Those days if you
want a train or a ship you can have
it although you have not the money to
nay. The manifesto of the Prime Min­
ister made beautiful reference to the
railway, the dredge and one hundred
and one other things. It reminds me
of an old fashioned almanac. Will
the Minister in charge get up here
and tell us about the dredge? This is
the work of the so-called Reform Gov­
ernment I thank you.

MR. FOX.—Before this question is
disposed oi I would like to ask the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
might the dredge be sent to dredge
the gut at Quid! Vidi? Her services
are very badly needed down there.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—You may have her on
the same \terms as the West End.

MR FOX.—What are those terms?
MR. HIGGINS.—This is a public;

matter.
HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES.—Yes, it can be done.
MR. MacDONNELL.—I have asked,

several questions about the dredge. 1
suppose when we have no railroad we
will get home on her instead. I object
to the West or East End getting her
when other parts of the Island are
neglected.
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER._

St. Johns’ West is not getting the
dredge at the expense of the Colony.
The entire cost is being paid by the
St. John’s people themselves and not
out of public funds.

MR. MacDONNELL.—I understand
that. She was sent up to St. George’s
last year and a lot of time was wasted.
The Captain looked at the Codroy and
tried for about an hour and then went
away again without doing anything. I
do not know whether any enquiry in­
to the matter has been made by the
Government. I think the whole mat­
ter is regrettable.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I just wish to
remind the Prime Minister as to what
he said in his manifesto re the
dredge. (Reads.)

SIR M. P CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if Mr. J. M. Devine
holds his appointment in New York
as Trade Commissioner under a writ­
ten agreement, and if so to lay on the
Table of the House a copy of the
same, and if not to state the substance
of the oral contract under which he is
serving as Trade Commissioner.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Herewith are copies of Minute of
Council and letter of appointment of
Mr. J. E Devine as Trade Commis­
sioner for Newfoundland in the Unit­
ed States of America.
“Copy of Minute of Executive Council*

“November 19th, 1920.
“On recommendation of the Min­

ister of Marine and Fisheries, Mr.
“J. M. Devine to be Trade Commis-
“sioner for the United States of
"America, at a salary of $4,000 per
"annum, and travelling expenses.”
“Department of the Col. Secretary,

St. John’s, Newfoundland.
24th November 1920.

“Sir,—
“I have the honour to acquaint

"you that His Excellency the Gov-
“ernor in Council has been pleased
"to appoint you to be Trade Com-

"missioner for the United States of
“America, at a salary of $4,000 per
“annum, and travelling expenses.”

I have, the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) ARTHUR MEWS.
Deputy Colonial Secretary.

"J. M. Devine, Esq., City.
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—According to

the circular issued by him he is en­
gaged in the second hand business
and dry goods business. I would like
the Prime Minister to take the matter /
in hand.

HON.‘THE PRIME MINISTER.—
His contract terminates the 30th day
of June next. Notice were given him
by both the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the Deputy Colonial
Secretary.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Shipping
(a) How much salt has been sold

from the cargo of the “Henrik
Lund” and what quantity remains.

Cb) How much of the salt has been
sold for cash and how on credit;

(c) Why any sales have been made
on credit and to table a list of
the parties receiving same; and

id) To say in any event if the F. P. U.
or any of its associated companies
has been giving any of this salt
on credit and if so why?

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—This
information will be tabled to-morrow
as this is the first time I have seen
the question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister when the people of
this country may expect him to put
into effect the promise he made in
his Manifesto in November 1919, to
reduce taxation and lessen the cost of
living in this country, and to lay on
the Table of the House a statement
showing the percentage of increases in
taxation which the new taxes as told
by the Budget now before the House
would involve to the great mass ot 
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tbe people of this country from now
onwards.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon the
I’r'me Minister to what extent if any,
is the Government involved in the
proposed development of the copper
mines at Tilt Cove and Little Bay as
mentioned in Mr. Coaker’s circular of
April 22nd. to the members of the F..
P. U., as published in the Evening
Telegram of Friday last and what
justification, if any, is there for Mr.
Coaker's statement that from 2,000 to
3.000 men are likely to be employed
in those mines and how does he reach
the conclusion that the outlook for
copper properties in this country is
a favorable one at the present time
when the fact is that all over the
world copper mines are being shut
down because of the low prices of
•product and the small demand for it
and also to lay on the Table copies
GALLEY—476
of any documents in relation to the
proposed developments of these pro­
perties which the Government may
have in its possession.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the Government is
proposing to continue in its employ in
any other capacity the Trade Commis­
sioners who are being recalled from
foreign countries at the present time,
and if so to state the positions to
which they are to be appointed and
the salaries that they are to be paid
and also to show what economy, if
any, will result in such a case.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
_ With respect to the tabular infor ­
mation I am having that prepared.
This is with regard to the increased
taxation under the new schedule. As
to. question thirteen, the Government
;is not involved in any development of
the mines at Tilt Cove or Little Bay,
As to question twelve the taxation is
being reduced. With reference to
question fourteen I have already par­
tially answered it. No arrangements 
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have been made with any commission­
er for any period of service after the
30th day of June next.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—What are
you going to do with Mr. Goodridge
who has been in the public service for
the past twenty years? It is not good
enough to throw him out on the street
now. This is all due to the fishery reg­
ulations again. I would like to know
the policy of the government in this
relation.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Goodridge’c case is an excep­
tional one indeed. His services ter­
minate on the 30th day of June next
If there is any suitable vacancy I will
certainly favourably consider his ap­
plication. At the present time I do not
know of any suitable vacancy in the

(Public service.
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I do not

think it is fair to treat him like this.
It is another proof now even the fish­
ery rules have affected private individ­
uals.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Goodridge deserves favourable
consideration and will receive such
from me.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I know he
has a wife and family to look after. If
he had not been in the civil service he
would have had more strings to his
bow. There is nothing against him so
far as I know. Is not the Minister
who made that position not prepared
to say a word on his behalf? Get up
and say whether you think it is fair
to put this man on the street after his
twenty years in the public service?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
& FISHERIES—All the trade commis­
sioners on the other side deserves the
special consideration of the govern­
ment. I feel sure that every member
is anxious to do something for Mr.
Goodridge. The leader of the Opposi­
tion says this is due to the fishery
regulations. It was pointed out in the
Budget that retrenchment was neces­
sary and when there had to be any 
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cutting off we could not make any dis­
tinction. I£ it were not for the neces­
sity of retrenchment, these men would
remain. I stand by the idea of Trade
Commissioners, and I think there has
been nothing better than them in 20
year, but now we have to do without
them.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—With all due
respect, Mi-. Speaker, to the Hon. Min.
of Marine and Fisheries and the Prime
Minister I am not defending Mr. Good­
ridge, but his case is a particular one,
and I am not prepared to go through
with this salary for Mr. Devine.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Nothing is being voted for Mr. De­
vine or Mr. Goodridge as Trade Com­
missioners.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—But will he
not be paid out of contingencies after
wards. It is the same with Mr. Ber­
nard. I have no brief for Mr. Good­
ridge, and I am not upholding his
cause for personal reasons, but I want
fill treated alike. We cannot afford
these Commissioners, and we should
agree to dismiss them all. His case is
an exceptional one and there will be
no Mr. Devine in New York if Mr.
Goodridge is dismissed.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I would like to
,ask the Hon. Minister of Marine and
•Fisheries what lie means by a raid be­
ing made on his department. I under­
stand he meant to retrench and never
thought we would see the day when
you would be raided. I am very sorry
for you, Sir.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Minister of Finance and Customs if
Mr. H. R. Brookes has been engaged
'by the Government to draft a scheme
for the working of the proposed sales
tax and if so what are Mr. Brooke’s
special qualifications for that task and
what compensation is he to receive
for his services?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Brookes has not been so engag­
ed. When we are in Ways and Means 

this afternoon or evening, I hope to
table these resolutions.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention
of the Government to secure His Ex­
cellency’s assent at once to the anti­
profiteering Bill which has passed both
houses and to appoint a Commission in
accordance with the terms of the bill
to investigate the prices at present
charged for (a) hard bread, (b) fresh
meat and (c) hard coal in view of the
apparent fact that the cost of these
commodities is much higher than is
justified and if not, why not?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I hope that the opposition will facil­
itate an early prorogation of the Leg­
islature when the matter would be
considered.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—This question is
of great importance to the fishermen
and I would like to point out that it
is time to appoint this commission.
Why are you reluctant in making the
appointments. Now take the case of
hard bread, an article largely used by
the fishermen. It costs about $10 a
bag while flour is from $11 to $12. Ev­
ery fisherman knows—even if the
members here clo not—that one barrel
of flour makes two of bread. You can
get flour for $11 1-2 wholesale ac­
cording to the Trade Review figures,
and if that is true why is bread $10 a
bag. It means that although most of
the fishermen have been supplied no­
thing has been done by you. Don’t
you think it time io appoint this com­
mission. Flour can be imported and
sold for $12 and enormous profits are
being- made off the fishermen as the
St. John’s men and the upper ten do
not allow hard bread inside their
doors, but the fishermen must have it
and are paying 75 per cent too much.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Government is quite prepared to
name the commission.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—You promise it,
but another of your neglects is as to
the meat which is imported at 10c. a 
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lb. and sold at 45 or 50. This is not in
keeping with your promises in your
Manifesto to the people. I£ this is the
manner in which you are going to car­
ry out your Manifesto it is time for
someone here to say something about
it. There are ocher things that will be
referred to later; we are only discus
sing parts of it now. Take the matter
of oil casks, you are going to prevent
the fishermen from having them in du­
ty free. I will ask the Hon. Mln. of
Marine more in that direction as I
think he is still interested in the sub­
ject.

MR. MOORE—Is that the policy of
the government as to oil casks?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The policy is that the oil in casks
will pay the same duty as that in bulk
Last year the Government made a
change so that the casks would be im­
ported and be available for the fisher­
men. The duty was taken off the oil
so as to get the casks into the country.
A very large number did come in, but
later the fishermen were unable to sell
them and the Imperial Oil Co. are buy­
ing the old casks and sending them to
Halifax to be re-coopered, re-filled
and then sent back here. Representa­
tions have been made to me that the
coopering work being done there
ought to be done here. The particular
reason for the change last year was
that the fishermen wanted the casks
for use in connection with the fisheries

MR. MOORE—You say that repre­
sentations were made to you.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Yes.

MR. MOORE—The Imperial Oil Co.
are running it all. I know a man that
got in 25 barrels and is getting it
cheaper than from the Oil Co. by 8
cents a gallon. I represent a large
number of fishermen, and I want to
see further into this matter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—The Hon. Min­
ister of Marine was asking last year
for the casks to be duty free. Now
here is the point; the oil in 40 gallon 
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wooden casks is to-day being Imported
and sold 5 cents a gallon cheaper than
by {he corporation. I own that as out­
lined by the Hon. Minister of Marine
last year it gives the fishermen a cask
that will not compete with that made
by the coopers here, as it is not the
kind they make. They can be stowed
away for years. But it is a hardship
for the fishermen to be deprived of
their kerosene oil barrels. What are
they going to put their oil in? They
have always used them and to-day in
stopping them you are using a two-
edged sword, because you are increas­
ing the duty on the men you did not
hope tc do it on, the fishermen, and
you are up against a corporation
which is heading in that direction and
pulling the strings to have the steel
barrels come in. You are granting
them a duty on these wooden casks in
which the fishermen using kerosene
and gasolene could get it 5 cents a
gallon cheaper. Surely you are not
playing into the hands of this monopo­
ly? If you put Ihis duty on you kill
all chance of competition. The Hon.
Minister of Marine is here and knows
what he said last year—that it would
be good for the fishermen—but now he
is turning on them. You or I can im­
port the oil cheaper than the Oil Co
.will sell it. I know a firm that got in
50 barrels a few days ago, and can sell
•it 6 cents cheaper than the Oil Co.
That story will be told further on
when we come to the Budget. The Hon
Minister advocated the duty free last
year, and turn up the Hansard, and It
will show it, but now he is putting the
duty on the fishermen.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The change is doing nothing more
than putting it back to the point
where it was two years ago.

SIR M. I3. CASHIN—You should not
do so. Why did the Hon. Minister of
Marine last year ask differently; that
type of barrel is not made here, and
this is one of the greatest hardships 
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that can be put on the fishermen. Ask
Hon. Mr. Jennings about it.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The duty was taken off to get the
large quantity in; the large quantity
did come in and the caslcs are here to­
day; hundreds are being offered for
sale.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—The price of
?1.50 is dear when they are getting
$64 for oil.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Imperial Oil Company purchas­
ed casks to ship them to Halifax and
have them brought back filled.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—You will make
■a great mistake it you do it.

HON. MR. COAKER—The fact Is
that the fisherman are not buying oil
in the wooden cask, but in the steel
drum; and they get it 9 cents cheaper
in the steel one.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Why hamper
the firms who are generally importing
oil.

HON. MR. COAKER—As to the
cheap lot; we wanted last year to get
the wooden casks and the way to do
ft was to take the duty off. A large
lot of oil was sold here through the
Imperial Oil Co. and they asked for a
rebate and said if they did not get it
they would turn off the men employ­
ed. Every barrel has now to be re­
coopered here at the Southside and
they claim it costs ?2.50 a barrel to
have it done. There was such a de­
mand for steel barrels that we thought
there would be no claim for wooden
as there are about 50,000 in the coun
try now.

MR. BENNETT—I ask the Hon. the
Prime Minister if there is any infor­
mation in his office as to these oil
companies when they were first incor­
porated. I think it was arranged that
they should sell at 5 cents less than
they are selling now, and this is a
breach of faith on their part. They
got concessions from the Municipal
Council to erect tanks on the South­
side and as far as my recollection goes 

they agreed that the price of oil would
be satisfactory, but now it is a monop­
oly. I think the government then was
aware of the possibilities of the mon­
opoly and took the opportunity of
guarding against it.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I will ask the Deputy Colonial Sec­
retary to look it up in the old records

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Before going
any further, Mr. Chairman, I would
like to say that the Standard and Im­
perial Oil Companies are practically
sharks. If you get in their clutches
you have as much chance as a snow­
ball in the hot place. They arelhow
out to get the money they imagine
they lost last year. It is a calamity
when men can ;mport 50 barrels, and
sell it at 8 cents a gallon less, but are
held up to suit these companies. Whe­
ther we want woeden barrels or not I
think Mr. Bennett is right as to the
correspondence. We should not allow
the consumers to pay for it; no matter
if it is Rockefeller, if the money is to
be taken, take it for duty and don’t
allow the Standard Oil or Imperial Co.
to put it in their coffers. I know of
50 barrels being imported, and even
if they pay only 5 cents duty on it,
they will make 3 cents. If all steel
drums are going out to the fishermen it
will be only a few months when there
will be no wooden ones. We got to
have so many to overcome the diffi­
culty, and I think if the Prime Min­
ister will ascertain how many empty
wooden casks were sent to Halifax for
1919-20 he will see how it is. Mr. Old-
ford is as cute as a black fox. There
is not a surplus of casks in the coun­
try to-day if there is a good oil out­
put.

HON. MR. COAKER—There are 50,-
000 or 60,000 casks here.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You should
make a rule to cover these fellows
who are inclined to take things on
their backs and run away with them.
I would beat them by putting a tax on
them.
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HON. MR. COAKER—It might be

done by putting it on them direct
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Put a tax on

every gallon of oil they run off.
We cannot afford to allow them to

beat us. I saw one of these men in
here when the Budget was read, and
I saw his face light up. when the an­
nouncement of this duty was made.
•Now, it is a fact that 35.000 casks are
needed each yeai for the packing of
cod oil.

HON MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—A lot of cod oil has gone out in
tanks the past few years.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—But it has to
come in from the fishermen in casks
and you cannot get away from the
fact. You’ll find ■ single mercantile
firms in the city employing more coop­
ers than the Imperial and Standard
Companies combined.

Pursuant to order and on motion ot
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act to confirm an Agree­
ment between the Government and the
D’Arcy Exploration Co., Ltd.,” was
read a third time and passed and it
was ordered that it be engrossed, be­
ing: entitled as above and that it be
sent to the Legislative Council with
a message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill
entitled “An Act to Repeal 10-11 Geo.
V. Cap. 25, entitled “An Act to Re­
gulate the Exportation of Salt Cod­
fish” was read a third time and pass­
ed, and it was ordered that it be en­
grossed, being entitled as above and
that it be( sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting
the concurrence of that body in its
provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act to amend Chapter 162
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third.
Series) entitled 'Of the Prosecution of
the Seal Fishery’,” was read a third 
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time and passed and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as
above, and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill in relation
to the Importation, Manufacture and
Sale of Intoxicating Liquors in New­
foundland.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave Notice
that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting Fishery Supplies for
the Current Season.”

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled “An Act to amend the Act Cap.
<10 of 11 Geo , entitled ‘An Act Re­
spect ing the Maintenance of Certain
Public Roads’,” was read a second
time and it was ordered that the said
Bill be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the- Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act for the Prevention of
Venereal Diseases.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Ways and Means. i

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

air. Speaker, I moved the House into
Committee of the Whole on Ways and
Means for the purpose of introducing
Resolutions with respect'to Fire In­
surance Tax and the Sales Tax. That
respecting the Fire Insurance Tax
simply means that companies will now
pay the same rate as was paid un­
der the Business Profits Tax which
was five per cent. Under the Busi­
ness Profits Tax, which is no longer
in force, the tax was levied on busi­
ness done in St. John’s only but it is
now provided that the tax will be col­
lected on all the business done thru-
out the Island.

With respect to the Sales Tax Re­
solutions, several copies of which I
have had typed for the benefit of hon.
members until the printed copies are
available, it will be noticed that a dis­
tinction is drawn between local-made
and imported goods and also between
excisable and non-excisable goods. In
the case of excisable goods the tax is
slightly less than in the case of goods
on which no xecise is collectable,
that is, in the former the tax will be
2’72% while in the latter case the tax
will be S% so that on the whole it
works out equitably. With respect to
the collection of the tax, the Depart­
ment of Finance will attend to that
in the case of goods on which excise
duty is payable and it will be done in
the same manner in which the excise
tax is collected. The tax on all oth­
er goods will be handled through the
office of the Tax Assessor. Raw ma­
terials will not be affected as will be
seen by Schedule A; under Schedule
B, fishery and agricultural products
of all kinds are exempted. This tax
is estimated to. produce a revenue of
$900,000 or perhaps a little more.

MR. BENNETT.—The true position
is this, that you remit five cents to
the manufacturer on the one hand
and charge him twelve cents on the 

other. Why do you allow the raw ma­
terial to come in without charge?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER. We
will discuss that later. The remain­
ing sections of the Resolutions deal
mainly with the collection of the Tax.
I, consequently, beg to table these
Resolutions and ask that they be re­
ferred to a Committee of the Whole
House.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—These Reso­
lutions are so serious and far-reach­
ing that one becomes dumbfounded
in considering them. In my judg­
ment, with this Tax and all the other
taxes that the people of the country
are called upon to meet, it will Bb
utterly impossible for a person to live
in this country. In fact the whole
thing is impossible and I am going
to import my own goods from now on.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
fully appreciate the position taken by
Sir John Crosbie. We have submit­
ted a statement showing the shortage
that has to be met. This shortage is
to be made up partly by a Surtax and,
as is estimated here, a Bill is being
drafted covering the Sales Tax to
secure revenue of $900,000 to §1,000,-
000. We must get this or some other
tax to take its place, if we want to
pay our bills on the 30th of June
next. We must get th money or do
without it. We must look the situa­
tion straight in the face. If we can
collect this tax in any other way that
is humanly possible and in a way that
bears more easily on the people, then
there -will be nobody more prepared
than myself to consider such a pro­
position.

MR. BENNETT.—According to these
Resolutions, a man can get in an
automobile, without paying any addi­
tional taxation; but the man who gets
in molasses must pay additional tax­
ation. I say that this principle is
radically wrong.
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HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
My hon. friend is in error.

MR. BENNETT.—But it is legisla­
tion in favor of the rich man, who
can import his own groceries, his
cloth and everything else that he
wants; whereas the poor man is not
in that happy position.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
shall be glad to see that such verbal
change is made in Committee (if;
change is necessary) as to fully meet
the point raised by Mr. Bennett.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What percent­
age of recenue do you figure out you
are going to collect, according to your
eight millions of total revenue stat­
ed in the Budget?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—In­
cluded in this eight millions is the
5900,000 which we expect to get from
this Sales Tax or some other corres­
ponding tax; and $1,117,000 that wq
expect to get from the Surtax.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What will your
total estimate of revenue be?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Th revenue for the coming fiscal year
will be made up as follows: Cus­
toms $4,470,000; Surtax $1,117,000;
Posts and Telegraphs, Crown Lands
and all the other miscellaneous re­
venue listed in the Budget Speech and
based upon returns from these sourc­
es for the last few years makes a
total of $8,404,000.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I am inclined,
to agree with Mr. Benntt. This is a
rich man’s tariff.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—If
there are any loop holes through
which the rich man may escape tax­
ation under these resolutions I would
be glad for my hon. friend to point
them out and I will see the chance of
escape is effectively stopped.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I think you are
right up against it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
There is no man who can better ap­
preciate that position than the Hon.

Leader of the Opposition, owing to
his long experience in connection with
the Finance and Customs Department.
To find myself compelled through the
illness of the Minister of Finance and
Customs to handle this department in
addition to my other responsibilities
is certainly a disadvantage.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—In Canada,
they had to change this Sales Tax
every other day.

MR. HIGGINS.—I think that exery
fellow who can will be saving up now
to import direct.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question. = ,

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

The remaining Orders of the Day,
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, June 14th.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon,' pursuant to
adjournment.

On motion the notice for Suspen­
sion of Rules was ■withdrawn from
the Order Paper. •

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister the Bill entitled “An Act Re­
specting the Importation and Sale ot
Intoxicating Liquors,’’ was introduced
and read a first time and it was or­
dered that the said Bill be read a
second time on to-morrow.
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Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act re­
specting Fishery Supplies for the Cur­
rent Season” was introduced and read
a first time and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a second time on
to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if the Government
proposes to make any contribution to­
wards Ute War Memorial now being
inaugurated in this City and if so how
much money it proposes to devote to
this purpose, and if not what is the
reason for its decision not to contri­
bute?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The plans in this matter are ready
and it all depends upon the policy
of the Government.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention
of the Government to introduce any
Prohibition Legislation at the present
session and if not, why not?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
That is now before the House.

SIR J C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Minister of Finance to lay on the
Table of the House v.-hat quantity of
empty oil casks were exported from
the Colony for 1919 and 1920 for each
year separately.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have asked the Assistant Collector to
let me have a report.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House the
names of all Inspectors employed by|
him last season in connection with
the inspection of fish and how many
have been dismissed to date, and what
was the amount paid to each inspect­
or for his services?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I will have that this
afternoon.

MR. BENNETT asked the Minister 

of Public Works to lay on the Table
of the House copies of returns receive
ed from the following persons for
work allocated in the District of Bay
de Verde as per statement tabled re­
cently:
Jas, Kennedy, Western Bay ...$350.0(1
Geo. Case, Salmon Cove........... 290.0C
Chas. Moores, Freshwater .. .. 350.00
Robert Kelloway, Perry’s Cove 355.0C
Wellington Crummey, West.Bay 100.0C
Wm. Jacobs, Northern Bay .. 75.00
Jas. LeGrow, Broad Cove .... 30.00.
Stephen Blundon (Chas.) ....... 20.00
Thos. Sutton, Bay de Verde ... 60.00
L. Stockwood, Gull Island ... 20.0Q
Samuel Stockwood, Gull Island 20.00
Samson Rose, Salmon Cove ... 300.00
Wm. Brennan, Adams Cove .... 50.00
Allan Kelloway, Spout Cove .. 200.00
Wm. Wilcox, Western Bay ... 25.00
Eli Parsons, Salmon Cove .... 130.0Q
Joshua Tucker. Burnt Point .. 100.00

MINISTER PUBLIC WORKS.—7
hope to have this as soon as possible
The accountants are very busy now
working till midnights at times.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I would like
to draw the attention of the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries to questions
two, three and four on yesterday’s Or­
der Paper.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I saw Mr. Hall and he
said he would get it as soon as pos­
sible.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave. Notice of
Question.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled “An Act for the Prevention of
Venereal Diseases,” was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as,
above, and that it be sent to the Leg­
islative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
would say that the Government has no
intention to introduce any legislation 
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with respect to salmon pools but it
has been referred to the Game and
Inland Fisheries Board for consider­
ation. It has limited finances. The
Board informed me through two of
its responsible members that it will
take up the matter of salmon pools
and in due course it will be in a posi­
tion to discuss the matter with the
Government. With respect to the Reid
Newfoundland Company, I have not
'leard either directly or indirectly, of­
ficially or inofficially of any prefer­
ential claims by the company against
the Government.

MR. BENNETT.—With regard tc
the salmon it will soon be too late to
do anything. The wardens have been
given their notice to quit. Mr. Rab­
bits told me now he had been notified
to terminate the services of the vari­
ous wardens. The salmon will soon
be up in the rivers and I know that
voluntarily the Salmonier and Pla­
centia rivers will be protected by
those who frequent them. I have al­
ready heard of cases where the riverq
have been netted and the police have
had to get after the law breakers. We
have had a demonstration of the im­
mense number of salmon around the
coast this year and I know of one
man who has made four hundred dol­
lars through catching salmon, this
being the result of the policy of past
Governments and I hope it will conJ
tinue. The Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany has established cold storage
plants along the line for the reception
of salmon and the S.S. Digby which
will soon be leaving here will take
away three hundred tons of this pro­
duct and I think this industry can be
developed with a small outlay. I hope
the Government has some intention tc
further this matter and will do so
without delay.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER.—J
agree with the tribute paid to thal
board. It is an unpaid body of gentle­
men who have taken to heart the in­

terests of Newfoundland with respect
to fishing and shooting. The work of
those gentlemen has been immense
but as the Government finds the finan­
cial situation of the country unpre­
cedented and saw the necessity of cut­
ting out any expenditure not absolute­
ly necessary, the question of curtail­
ment was discussed with the Board
and it was decided that such sum as
will be necessary to keep the secre­
tary on and the board kept together
will only' be’ voted. It is hoped that
next year the Government will be
able to see its way clear to do bet­
ter in this important matter. I dis­
cussed the matter of curtailment with
two of the leading members of the
Board a curtailment which will be un­
pleasant. a curtailment which will be
hard to work out, a curtailment which
will mean sacrifice to many and I
know it is a pity that such a goof}.
work will have to go into abeyance
for a little while anyway. I hope the
time is not far distant when this vote
will be fully justified. Where any
money can be saved it has to be saved
not because the Opposition has made
us do that but because we want to
make a big effort to get back to pre»
war revenue and post war expendi­
ture.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend the Act Cap. 40 of
11 Geo. V. entitled “An Act Respect­
ing the Maintenance of Certain Pub­
lic Roads.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
■MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.-

The Bill before the Committee now
embodies the change contained in the
schedule as set out in the Resolutions
the other day. There is no necessity
for a further explanation.
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SIR .1. C. CROSBlE.—Before this
passes through I wish to say that
though. I have no objection to tax the
motor cars yet I would like to know
whether the Government intends tc
vote ten thousand dollars this year tc
the Motor Association?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
This is not included in the Estimates
but it is statutory liability. Under
the Act which was passed last year
the Government is legally liable to
pay one half to the Motor Association
of the amount subscribed by its mem­
bers. If the members paid taxes up
to ten thousand the Government
would have to pay five thousand. Ten
thousand is the limit.

SIR J. C CROSBlE.—I cannot agree
with the Prime Minister that there is
any justification for the voting of any
part of this amount to the Motor As­
sociation for the coming year. I ob­
ject to it on the principle that we
cannot afford to pay this amount to
repair roads for the motor cars. J
will agree with taxing the owners
more instead of taking this sum from
the Treasury. Yet we cannot run a
hospital for the want of funds. There
is a considerable number of six peo­
ple wanting to be admitted and thisr
sum expended around Conception Bay
will be of little value. If the machJ,
inery is doing such good work there
is no necessity to vote this ten thou­
sand. The roads are now in splendid
condition. Anyone who has been out
the Topsail road must admit that il
he is honest. On account of the con­
dition of affairs around the Island we
have got to be economical to meet our
interest next year and other liabilities.
We cannot afford to squander ont
cent if we want to keep our headq
over water and I doubt if we can do
that then. When the sales tax was
read yesterday Water Street was par­
alyzed. It is the greatest stroke yeti
A quintal of fish next year will be
only worth four dollars and in one 

stroke the earning power of the fish­
ermen is cut off one hundred per cent.
Cut out this ten thousand and forget
the motor cars. Only to-day I receiv­
ed a telegram from the district of
Port de Grave and I am ashamed to
read it for the House. If this sales
tax is enforced what chance has the
family man got?

Why, it’s a calamity, an absolute
calamity. I must earnestly ask the
Hon. Prime Minister and the Govern­
ment to do away with this $10,000
vote. Go down to the Militia building
this morning and see the crowd en­
rolling for work in this city and you
will not hesitate to cut this off at
once It is a joke to have a man go in
there and swear his reasons, the num
ber of his family etc., for looking for
work. It will be the same as the re­
turned men who had to go in there
and write a note to John Smith or
some other mythical gentleman. The
Government has to provide a job for
him to-day. I want to know what this
$10,000 is intended for. The Hon.
Prime Minsiter has elaborated on the
work to be done in Conception Bay,
but we have not enough money over
there to jingle a penny on a tomb­
stone. You may smile, Mr. Chair­
man, but how far will $10,000 go in
Port de Grave. It must be saved for
the purposes which you and I know it
must be saved for—to meet the liabil­
ities of the Colony. If to-day, as is
really happening, I am receiving mes­
sages from Port de Grave district en
dorsed by clergymen and other reli­
able men to the effect that a family
of six are starving there, what is the
use of holding up money for a univer­
sity. Is a university good for hungry
children? How much could you or I
learn if we had nothing to eat or
drink. We have got to the position
to-day when something must be done,
and I want it done. No one realizes
more than the Hon. Mr. Coalter that
100 per cent, of the revenue or earning
power has gone from Newfoundland.
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We have to try and get It somehow.
Now take the railway; look where we
will be as far as that is concerned
on July 1st. I understand from the
Hon. Prime Minister that we are go­
ing to give it up. Let me tell him
now that we cannot do so. If he
gives it up the Reids cannot run it,
some 2500 men would be thrown out
of employment and if we want to run
in it we will have to cut out the Sales
Tax etc., and bring in something that
we can all understand. Bring in some­
thing practical. I appeal to you Hon.
Mr. Coaker and the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter to put things right. I was surpris­
ed yesterday when these resolutions
came to me that you on the other side
bad not seen them till they were
chucked at us. Come out Mr. Le-
Grow and assert your manhood. Why
are you a dummy when the people you
represent are affected. These resolu­
tions came to me and you knew noth­
ing of them. I doubt if the Hon. Mr.
Waren knew of them. I have been told'
the Bond administration was a one-
man Government, but this is an auto­
cracy. Bond could run a Government
but this one man can run you all—and
then you come in here and ask for
$10,000 for me or someone else who
can afford to drive over the roads.
Tax the drivers, but not those who
cannot afford it. It didn’t strike you
as you are not able to see it. I never
saw these resolutions till yesterday,
but we got the first news of them and
you knew nothing of them—there was
no party meeting on the matter. I
bet the Hon. Prime Minister cannot
explain them even now. A Chinese
puzzle is not equal to it. You are try­
ing to kill the very grounds that our
trade as we have it to-day is built on.
I want to say now that when any one
man, be he the Hon. Prime Minister
or the page brings in resolutions to
kill the trade of the country I cannot
help taking the same stand as now.
Imagine him saying that if I buy from
Messrs. Marshall or Ayre I have to 

pay it, but if I buy direct as J. C.
Crosbie, there is no such thing as a
Sales Tax. I am able to buy and bring
in goods from abroad, but if I do so
the man with whom I am now deal­
ing Is finished and so are his clerks.
It is so preposterous it makes my man
hood come to the front at once. Have
you Hon. Mr. Warren or Hon. Mr.
Foote ever thought of this thing. Eat­
on, in Toronto, and Fairweathers etc,
can make fortunes without any taxa­
tion and compete with those who built
up the trade of the country. The out­
siders can go free. No thought was
given to this measure. I can under­
stand you on the other side looking
surprised as you knew nothing of it.
The Hon. Prime Minister throws it
on the table and says take it or leave
it. But Ayres got to pay and Thomas
Eaton goes free. Are the Government
going to sit and see these establish­
ments which have the interest of New­
foundland at heart, knocked out of
business. You are giving the outsid­
ers a premium to do business in New­
foundland and yet we are told you are
going to give $10,000 for motor car
roads. Cut it out, Sir. Let me put
the case to you Mr. Abbott. There
are 100 people say in Bonavista who
buy boots from Templeman. They
have to pay the tax, but anyone can
buy direct from Eaton and not pay it.
Are you going to stand for the like of
that Mr. Cheeseman. Imagine where
yours or Harris’ or Buffetts’ business
will be if Eaton pays no tax while
men who have been in the business a
hundred years, and employ large num­
bers have to go out. Don’t go back to
Port Union Mr. Coaker till this mat­
ter of finance is fixed up; stay till it
is straightened out. Even in Port
Union, Eaton will do the same trick
and you will have to pay because you
have built up a business in Newfound­
land. And still we are asked to vote
money for motor Toads. I will not
pay; I object to taxing the poor man.
I will now put if. clearly—I can im­
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port butter, sugar etc, for myself and
not pay the 5 per cent., but the man
on my wharf who buys a gallon of
molasses from me has to pay up. I
do not believe it struck you like that
Mr. Jennings. 1 saw something to­
day where a man bringing in wool
from his sheep has to pay a tax on
it.

HON. MR. COAKER—That is ex­
empt.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Local manu­
facturers are not exempt

MR. SULLIVAN—There is nothing
about it in the resolutions.

HON MR. COAKER—Wool is cover­
ed by agricultural products. It is not
the intention to tax anything local.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You mean to
say that wool will not be taxed. If
they buy wool and make it into blank­
ets which are taxed. This tax is a
crucifixion on the man who has to
produce as he has to pay the whole
bill It is hopeless for the Colony. If
something is not done about this I’ll
tell you something and you mark it
down—if you tread on the worm it
will turn and if you insist on putting
this through you will soon be on this
side in the cool shades of opposition.
I believe there is still enough manhood
on the other side to assert itself in
this job. I want to say right here,
that I think this is most objectionable
to the House and to the gentleman on
the other side to allow this vote of
$10,000 to build motor roads to go thru
when it is so much needed in other dlr
ections. Take S millions for the voy­
age of fish—and I think the Hon. Min
of Marine will agree that it will be a
big one if it reaches 8 or 9 millions.
Take it on the total and multiply it by
5 and it gives $400,000. And the fish­
ermen got to pay every dollar of it
with the exception of what is collect­
ed on the surplus stuff from Grand
Falls. The worker has to pay it all,
and the well-to-do will go clear. Yot
cannot put this on. The Canadians
tried it but it takes a big staff to car­

ry through. I do not know who
brought it in, but it is a curse to us,
inflicted perhaps unconsciously. To­
day a man goes to Assistant Collector
LeMessurier to get $100 worth of
goods. The duty on it say is $40, plus
the 10 per cent, surtax which makes it
$44. Then LeMessurier says, what is
est, it is up to $200 and before he Is
the freight and the man says -25. Be­
fore he gets it out, if the man is hott
clear he has to pay $10 over and
above everything else. It cannot be

-done. You’ve got to change it or you
Mr. Chairman, will not be chairman
very long. I didn’t intend to get into
this this evening, but the $10,000 fcr
motor roads got me, and I had to pro­
test. I want to say to the Hon. At­
torney-General and the Hon. Minister
of Marine who are the only men on
the other side of the House—that this
$10,000 has to be a drop balance. Cut
out the educational and farm votes
etc. I want to educate the children.
but you cannot do it with the money
which you have at presetit. You must
remove this cancerous growth with
the same determination of the surgeon
performing an operation. When we
come to Ways and Means I will prove
to you that we can save a million. If
you realize this, as I do you will see
that the man who does not assert him­
self now will go down, in history a
poltroon. You can adjourn the House
and go out and make the Hon. Prime
Minister carry out your ideas and give
the fishermen a chance to live proper­
ly. I put the position to you now in
concrete form. There was no party
meeting and it was not seen till given
here by Hon. Mr. Squires. Are you
going to stand for it? Are you men
from the Westward going to put up
with it. Adjourn and decide the mat­
ter. The responsibility will be on you
Mr. Cheeseman, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Windsor, Capt. Jones and Mr. Ab­
bott and the Hon. Mr. Coaker, and if
the Hon. Prime Minister will not bow
to your opinions, if you allow this leg­
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islation to go through, the Lord have
mercy on the country. I strongly ob­
ject to this vote of $10,000, but am pre­
pared to support any measure of econ­
omy brought in by the government,
and why I am prepared to do so, is be­
cause I do not want to see the Cana­
dians take away my birthright. When
I am passing out I want to do so
where I was reared and where I made
my wealth. I want Newfoundland for
the Newfoundlanders. If the Hon.
Mr. Coaker takes no steps, I say he
'has sold his country, his birthright
and mine.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I’m
afraid the remarks of my hon. friend
are getting a long way away from the
subject of the debate. This is merely
an amendment of the Motor Tax Act.
and has nothing to do with the Sales
Tax which will be discussed in Ways
and Means. The Prime Minister said
yesterday that he was prepared for
suggestions from the Opposition with
regard to the latter. In relation to the
$10,006 the understanding is that if a
certain amount was subscribed by the
motor owners the Government would
put up two dollars for every one put
up by them. If you want to cut that
out the only way is to repeal that
clause.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That’s what
I want. The Minister of Public Works
said that the motor tax and the Sales
Tax were entirely different thing", and
this is one of the times Mr. Jennings
and I fail to agree. I say the Sales
Tax is the tax 1 y which we must raise
that $10,000 When the Mot'.' Tax
was first intrudnc-ed I advocated tax­
ing the- motorists more than w were
doing, and I say now that any man
who can afford to run a car can afford
to pay the tax. Now I would ask Mi
Jennings if he saw these Resolutions
at a party meeting before they were
brought down.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—The
whole matter was discussed before it
was brought in

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—But the Salex
Tax was not, and I want you and your
colleagues not to be fooled into doing
things which you know to be not
right. Now, will you agree to cut out
that $10,000?

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—To do
so we will have to repeal that clause
and those in favour of doing that may
not be in the majority.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—What differ­
ence about the majority. I suggest that
the $10,000 be cut out and the work
that you are doing for it be paid for
fyy the horse power. Let the man who
goes to Broad Cove pay for it.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman, while I have been out
of the House I understand that Sir
John Crosbie has been discussing two
matters, the first of which was the
Sales Tax and the other the Motor
Tax. ...................................

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Did the Min­
ister of Justice have to go out and tell
you that?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—My hon­
orable friend will remember that he
has a very clear voice, and moreover I
was just in the next room and could
hear his remarks quite distinctly. I
heard my honorable friend discuss the
Sales Tax and I might say that we
will deal with that in Ways and Means
when the copies of the resolutions are
.printed. I have deleted three or four
words to cover certain points raised
by Mr. Higgins and the changes will
appear in the Resolutions when print­
ed. With regard to the next point, it
is quite true that the particulars of
the Sales Tax Resolution while they
were under consideration, but it will
be remembered that no Minister of Fi­
nance does discuss resolutions of this
sort generally prior to their being in­
troduced, because the only protection
he has against such changes in tariff
as might be contemplated being made
known outside is to keep them to him­
self. I spent four years in Executive
Governments, and eight years alto- 
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gather under the leadership of Sir E
P. Morris, and at no time during
these periods were matters of this
kind discussed more than a day prior
to their being introduced.

With respect to the $10,000, that
vote is not in the Estimates, and if my
hon. friend desires that no money be
paid out under the guarantee of last
year, there are two ways in which it
can be prevented. One is to defeat the
Bill and the other is to add a resolu­
tion providing that that particular
section of the Act covering the vote be
suspended for one year. This Bill is
not a party measure nor was it discus­
sed by committee of council. It was
introduced on behalf of the Motor As­
sociation and when the measure was
brought in by the Attorney General
last year he expressly stated that it
was not affected by party considera­
tions. The motorists asked last year
that if we increased their tax and
gave them a proportionate share of
the money for road repair work they
would be agreeable to such an arrange
ment. but this year a Bill comes in on
behalf of the Motorists asking for a
reduction, and if the vote of ten thous­
and dollars is to be cut out, it can be
done as I have suggested, by defeating
the Bill or on the other hand, it can
be done by adding a resolution to sus­
pend the section under which we have
to pay the money. While there is one
aspect of the hon. gentleman’s posi­
tion with which I agree, I believe, nev­
ertheless, that ihe Good Roads Com­
missioner can do good work, and as
the Council has not enough employ­
ment to supply all who need it at this
juncture, this would be a very feas­
ible solution of the difficulty. I can­
not agree with the policy enunciated
by Sir John Crosbie of cutting out ev­
erything because that would be to
cut out a great deal of labour, and if
we must provide labor this is an ex­
cellent avenue by which to collect the
money to provide it. Whatever is the
sentiment on this side of the House I 

will have to concur with. I am pre­
pared to support Sir John Crosbfe’s
motion to suspend the operation of
this section for one year, otherwise it
will have to be relegated to the scrap
book.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would glad­
ly vote this $10,000 if it would help
labour. This will go for machinery
though, and the labourers will not get
enough to buy cigars. Well I now un­
derstand five thousand will go for mat
terial. I move that this ten thousand
be cut off and returned to the Treas­
ury. I move that if extra taxes are
required tax the motor cars to get it.
Will you Mr. Prime Minister second
it? I want you to say what you in­
tend doing. You are a lawyer, and
you understand what I mean. I have
had a lawyer over here to draw up this
motion. Is it worth while to get the
solicitor of the House to draw up this
motion?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—When your motion Sir John is prop­
erly shaped I will do something.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I do not care
what the men on Water Street think
about- this. I want to save ten thous­
and for this colony. Mr. Solicitor
would you mind drawing up this mo­
tion?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—When you are ready Sir John I will
go on

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am always
ready and willing. What I say I am
prepared to stand for. Here is the mo­
tion—moved that section six of said
Act be repealed.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The operation of the motion should
be that this section be deferred rather
than repealed. There is quite a dif­
ference between' the two as you will
see. I will second the motion that it
be deferred.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—Very good.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I

would like to say a few words re this
bill. I introduced it here last year.
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allocation of $500,000. Out of this StWe ought to get away from the origin
o the Act. The originators of this
matter came to the House and said
if we double our taxes will you pay
half of the amount collected; if so we
will improve the roads in the neigh­
bourhood of the city. That was the
pioposition I came in here with last
year and as I then said it was not a
party measure. It was an attempt to
make the roads in the vicinity of St,
John s permanent roads and I ant
very much convinced that according
to the work done there would be a
big saving of money in the long run
under this system of road improve­
ment. The commission has a roller
and various other road making imple­
ments and eventually it will be better
financially for all concerned. I know
that under the present circumstances
it is imperative to cut out this vote,
yet it is a breach of faith with the
motorists to do so. And I am sorry
that it has to be abolished for ontf
year.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I wish to say that if
the motion is that this vote be sus­
pended for one year I am prepared to
support it. We had last year a consid­
erable lot of trouble to make up our
minds whether we were justified iq
voting this amount for the construc­
tion of roads in St. John’s. But we
got over the difficulty as the motor­
ists were disposed to be very liberal
in taxing themselves. The Govern­
ment had good reason for not putting
this vote in the Estimates.

MR. CHEESEMAN.—First I do not
know where to begin. There have
been a good many matters before the
chair this afternoon. I am not per­
sonally interested in cars as I am not
at that stage yet when I can have a
car. I was opposed to this vote of
$10,000 for the motorists. I think
there are several reasons why this
vote should not be put through this}
year. This year we have an extra 

John’s and Harbour Main got $110,000,
so this is a convincing reason why this
vote of $10,000 should be dropped. I
will discuss the sales tax at a later
date. I want this House to under*
stand that when I read the resolu­
tions this morning dealing with the
sales tax I came to the conclusion
that it is impossible to carry' them
out. If this goes through it is just
as well to hand over my business to
the Canadians. Eaton’s catalogue is
now known as the Family Bible. This
subject is not now before the chaii-
and I will discuss it later. I am per­
fectly in accord with the motion to
suspend this $10,000 this year. I get
a lot of rides in cars here and when
times are more favorable I will help
them out.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—With regard
to what Mr. Cheesemau has said re
the surtax, I want to say he has prov­
ed himself a man. He has asserted
his manhood and I think there are
others over there who ought to do the
same as I know they are of the same
opinion.

MR. MOORE.—With reference to
the motion of Sir John Crosbie I am
glad to see that my remarks of the
other evening are about to bear fruit.
The Prime Minister said this $10,000
was badly needed because of the
scarcity of work. Well if he wants
to give a few men a few days work
let him put the sanitarium into shape
to relieve the sufferings of a fev<)
wanting admission to the institution.
1 am going to support the motion be­
fore the chair. On Sunday I went
over the road from here to Bauline.
some eighteen miles and I want to
say that this is the best road in tho
country, although the Road Commis­
sion has had nothing to do with it. I
am glad this vote is to be dropped.

MR. FOX.—Just before this vote
goes through, I want to say I agree 
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with the principle of economy. But
there is true'economy and false econ­
omy, It will have to be shown whethi
er we are right in dropping this vote.
From the Old Cove Road down to
Long Pond there is a road which is in­
complete and it will take ten thou­
sand dollars to complete it and the
moneys already spent will be wasteQ
if it is not completed. The question
of unemployment as referred to by the
Prime Minister is typically one for
the Government to handle. In every
country a problem of this sort is al*
ways solved without 'delay by the
work derived from some construction
of a public nature. Things have no|i
been'carried out as they should have
been. The workmen have had griev­
ances and they still have them owing
to the fact that they have not been
properly adjusted. There was a solemn
contract perhaps without the usual
legal aspects but it has not been car­
ried out properly.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, for
fear of being considered inconsistent
I want to say that I advocated the
Game and Inland Fisheries Board re­
ceive tbeir usual allocation, because
I thought it false economy and bat)
policy to leave the salmon rivers un­
protected particularly in view of the
fact that the splendid work done bV
that Board in the past ten or fifteen
years has born such good fruit. We
have now what might be developed
into a great industry in the salmor\
fishery. We have a facility for mar­
keting our salmon now whcih we had
not before. Through their efforts
salmon are plentiful and we have de­
monstrated this year what it is cap»
able of becoming and to what extent
it can be developed. • Now I made that
plea for economy and I am sorry that
the Government saw fit to cut off that
grant.

In reference to the resolutions be­
fore the chair as far as the cutting off
of that grant for the development and

Improvements of roads is concerned i|
is false economy to withhold that
grant. Mr. Fox has pointed out the
advantage of having good public
roads. I join with him and I say in
view of the fact that the motorists;
have asked to ba taxed two to one foij
the purpose of improving roads that
it is false economy for the Govern-;
ment to withhold that grant. We will
have to spend money on employment
and in what better way could we
spent it than in building public roads.
They are an asset to any country, anc]
to the capital city. The Motor As­
sociation is a body of men without
prejudice, they have devoted their time
and energy to doing something fo;|
the good of the community, and they
ask us to come in here with an ad­
justed tariff or motor tax so that taxes;
will bear heaviest on those who can
afford to pay them and lightest on
those who cannot, they merely asl-)
this Legislature to contribute their
small quota to the work they have irj
hand. Now let us picture an ii^ident
Take the road between here.and Bay
Bulls. That is partly in the district
of St. John’s West and partly in the
district of Ferryland. It is a road
greatly used, there is an immense lof
of traffic on it owing to the people
of the different settlements coming to
and going back from the city. The
Motor Association says we will put
that road in first class condition, and
we ask the Legislature to contribute
one dollar to our two dollars. 1}
think that is a very fair offer and
particularly so in view of the fact
that it will give employment which is
much needed, and we will get some
return for our money. I regret that
Sir John Crosbie has taken the posi­
tion that he wants to cut out the
grant voted last year. I don’t think
it would be right for the Government
to do so. The Motor Association has
gone to the trouble and expense o^
getting machinery, and the roads they 
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have built this year are capital. I an)
glad to testify this afternoon that my
mind has changed since the last time
I spoke on this matter. The work
this year is much better than last
year. I consider that the money last
year was not spent in a proper way.
The money was spent last year in cer­
tain districts very freely and with the
purpose of laying dew-drops for poll-,
ticians and members of this House. J
don’t think that will be repeated, and
when 1 raised a point this afternoon
as to whether it was a Government
measure, I contended it should have.
been and I hope to prove that point
before the House closes. Members on
the other side of the House last yeai|
voted for that measure although they
spoke against it. I could not find th')
speech of the Minister of Justice ir|
tlie Hansard when he introduced it.
However I think that the Prime Min­
ister was very lax this afternoon in
supporting the proposition of Sir
John Crosbie. This is not a party)
measure and we can say what we like
of it, and I would state my opinion
even if I had to leave the Opposition.
I say that it is unfortunate in view of
the statement of the Prime Minister
that the grant should be cut out oil
these grounds. We need every dollar
to employ the people and before this!
summer is over we will know that
to our cost. The situation is again
becoming serious in this town, and
avenues of employment will have to
be provided. If the men on this work
are to be discharged because of th<^
cutting off of this grant, if the Motor
Association is to be curtailed in em­
ploying labour because we will not
keep to our bargain it is a serious
matter. I say again, Sir, it is false
economy. The Motor Association is
comprised of a body of men who voD
unteered for this work and they have
only one-half representation on the
Road Commission. They should con­
trol it when they pay two dollars to 

every one of the Government. It iff
an outrage when the Government ap­
points three Commissioners and then
Mr. Jennings, and two Road Inspect­
ors making a total of six and the
Motor Association can appoint three
only. Then the Commission appointed
by the Government are all support*
ers of the Government. There is not
one member or supporter of the Op­
position. Does not that look like
party politics? The only safeguard
we have is that the Motor Association
will see to it in future that this work
will not be carried on to suit the ob­
jects and aims of certain politicians)
and not to the satisfaction of the peo­
ple who contributed the money. The
Motor Association doesn't want poll)
tics in this matter, they don't want
the Road Commission to be a political
machine, they want to see the work
done, and I hope and trust that this is
the last time I will have to refer tc
the operations' of that Commission
with a shadow of doubt as to their
good intentions. I believe that in fu­
ture we will have a new order Of
things. If the Road Commission re­
alises that the job is too big for then)
and the Motor Association says we
will do it for you, then I say it is
false economy not to accept that of­
fer, and give them every assistance
to relieve the burden of the unem­
ployed of the country. I therefore
wish to subscribe to • the Resolutions
as they now stand. I do so with the
best of intentions, and with due re­
spect to those whose opinions might
be different I say that it is not right
to refuse this grant which will be the
means of improving the roads and aj
the same time give employment to the
people who need it so badly*

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered ths.
matter to them referred, had madfe 
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some progress and asked leave to sit
again .............................

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered tha<
/.he Committee have leave to sit again.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister the Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend Chapter 23 of the Consolidat­
ed Statutes, entitled "Of The Auditing
of Public Accounts” was withdrawn
from the Order Paper.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of Ques
tion

The remaining orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, June 15, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled Re­
port of Auditor General on Municipal
Accounts for year ending December
31st, 1920.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques­
tion. .................................................

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques
tion

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—With reference to that last question
I think the honourable gentleman sug­
gests that I described the bank man­
agers as a lot of shylocks. That is
not correct. I specifically referred to
the manager of the Royal Bank of
Canada as a shylock.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister to lay on the Tab­
le of the House all the papers which
he received from Ottawa with refer­
ence to the Sales Tax, so that the
members of the Opposition may have
an opportunity of considering the
scope of the Canadian measure to the
same effect and the manner in which
it is operated

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The only papers received from Otta­
wa was a copy of the budget speech. I
have received other memorandum
from other parts of Canada, I think 1
have them here with me, and I will
table these this afternoon.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the- Minister of Posts and Telegraphs
if any negotiations have taken place
between himself or any other person
on behalf of the Government and the
Commercial Cable Company with re­
gard to the recent delivery of traffic
by that Company in St. John’s and if
any such negotiations have taken place
to lay on the Table of the House copy
of all correspondence in relation
thereto, and if the negotiations have
been conducted orally, to table a sum­
mary of their nature and effect.

I THE HON. MIN. OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS—Mr. Speaker, in re­
ply to that question I might say that
matter was taken up with the Minis­
ter of Justice, and I think he express­
ed it as his opinion that they have no
right to operate here.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister, what steps if any
he has undertaken to make good the
promise made to the Legislature at
the last session, that he would, during
the visit to England which he was
then planning, secure the services of a
competent English lawyer skilled in
our railway contracts and our rela­
tions with the Reid Newfoundland Co.
and if he has not taken that step why
not?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The honourable, the Attorney Gen­
eral accompanied me to England and
he conferred with counsel in England
with reference to this matter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister if it is the inten­
tion of the Government to continue, af­
ter the 30th of June next, the Minis­
ter of Shipping, seeing that the Pre­
mier at the last session intimated that
this Department would go out of ex­
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istence ou the 31st December last, and
that there is a great need for econo­
my and a reduction of expenditure in
the Public Service of the Colony, and
if it is the intention to continue this
Department what is the justification
for so doing?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The Governmon has been consider
ing having the work of the Department
of Shipping done by the Marine and
Fisheries department after the 1st of
July.

MR. MacDONNELL—To ask Hon.
the Prime Minister (1) Is it the duty
of the Government to procure employ­
ment for men In this country who are
idle through no fault of their own? (2)
If it is not the duty of the govern­
ment whose duty is it, or is it any­
one’s duty?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
member knows, provided $500,000 for

■—The Government has been consider-
fishery supplies. In a measure it is
the duty of the Government to procure
employment.

MR. McDONNELL—For a long time
we have been considering the rise and
fall, the suggestion and evasion of the
duties of the Government. Up to the
present I have taken no part whatever
but I have become sick as to this mat­
ter of hair splitting, trickery and bare
faced lieing.- Yesterday I asked a
question of the Prime Minister wheth­
er or not it was the duty of the Gov­
ernment to give employment to those
who were out of employment through
no fault of their own, and he answered
it was to some measure yet the Prime
Minister was a firm believer, whether
or not he considered the strain on this
country, that this country should en­
ter the war, and he did not stop to
think whether this country, could with­
stand the financial strain, but when
it comes to the question of living in
this country he says in some measure
the unemployed ought to live. I think
it is the chief function of the Govern­
ment to see to it that its people get a 

living. If the present Government has
not properly handled the finance of
the country in the past, or if it is in­
capable in the present this Govern­
ment has no right to exist. The indus­
tries of the Country have been cripp­
led by this present Government no
matter what their intentions were. Our
people are in one of two positions;
they have got to live, or die. Secondly,
they have got to live as a result of
their employment. The men of New­
foundland are not the men who wll>
live by charity. They want to earn
their bread by the sweat of their brow
The other position whether we have
got to live or die depends upon the
Government. The Prime Minister says
in a measure we may live. The Prime
Minister says is it wise for them to
live. This is no answer from the Gov­
ernment. The Minister of Marine and
Fisheries told us that the more that
emigrated, the better for the country,
and the less engaged in the fishery
the better for it But the Prime Min­
ister goes further and says why should
we live at all, let us get off the earth.
I want to state here seriously that
there are people in this country who.
are not prepared to get off the earth
yet at the dictation of the Prime Min­
ister. There are people here who
cannot find means of livelihood, and
if they have to die they will not die
starving. I have heard a lot about
law and order, and I have heard too
much of this, and I now that it is not
the duty of any one to incite the peo­
ple, but when the blood shed comes
the guilt will be upon those who fail
ed to check it. You are absolutely In­
capable of holding office. I am pre­
pared to stand for anything I say.
Here we have a House of Assembly
here constituted twenty-three to thir­
teen, here is a Government with plans
in the back of its head for the pro­
vision of labour, and the result is
there is a labour bureau where the
men register their names and family
history, and then they are told to wait 
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a while till something turns up. This
is merely a medium for the irritation
of the people. Here we have a Gov­
ernment because of the old dead theory
of ten years life it is afraid to have
anything to do with the railway as it
may. be said it was catering to the
Reids. Why do you not engage five
thousand men and properly ballast the
road. Do your duty and bring in a
railway policy and get the men to
work The other day when the pro­
posed company which would engage
some eight thousand men wanted con­
cessions on the West Coast to start
a big project you were afraid to grant
them because of the prattle in the
newspapers and this is the solution
why ten thousand men are now out of
employment, because some one tells
you you are doing wrong in giving
away these concessions. Do you want
to preserve the country to be a grave­
yard. That will be a lot of good to
dead women and children. You are not
giving away a national asset because
you want to make a gigantic monu­
mental graveyard. The Prime Minister
tells us that in a measure it is our
duty to see that the people get work.
so that they may live thereby. You are
not there to put the people out of
their homes and then take advantage
of their plight to get them out of the
way. The people will soon dispense
with the Sirs of this House of Assem­
bly. I am sick of this talk. You say
the people should wait and be peace­
ful. Not every one is accorded with a
peaceful death. When one is dying of
starvation it is not a peaceful death.
Wake up. Give them an opportunity.
Are we keeping the country’s resour­
ces for the children that will never be
born? It is bad enough to see this
Government Incapable but when it has
the ideas and will not utilise them
then it is many times worse. These
theories we have heard how grand it
is for a man to die for his country.
Should a man die that his brother may
starve? He should die that we may 

be freer, but the working out of this
theory results that they were fools to
die. They died that others may starve
Be fair and tell the people you are
incapable. Do you think their par
tience is superhuman? By specious,
hair splitting reasoning you try to
ward off the day when they will take
the matter in their own hands. You
are to be pitied rather than castigat­
ed. Get out or else the people of the
country will put you out

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I regret that the honourable mem­
ber for St. George’s made his remarks
without any feeling of responsibility.
He suggested that the Labour Bureau
was a farce. Monday the Bureau op­
ened and two and sixty registered. It
was impossible to secure work for all.
In a few days it will be possible to
secure employment for many others.
Major has told me that exactly five
hundred and eleven have registered
Of that number three hundred are ne­
cessarily cases requiring immediate at
tention. Of that number one hundred
and fifty have been secured work. I
feel sure that when the honourable
member knows the facts he will not
say that Major Butler has fallen down
on his job. In view of these facts I
think very good work has been done
since the Bureau opened on Monday
last.

MR. McDONNELL—The Prime Mlm.
ister as usual has followed his custo­
mary practice I regard this bureau as
a . farce. I did not say Major Butler
had fallen down on his job. I do re­
gret that he is being named the goat
for a delinquent Government As the
Prime Minister is so apt with figures
he may give us an account of the mat­
ter.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—One hundred and fifty have been ar­
ranged for. ..........................

MR. McDONNELL—Yes, but you say
that live hundred and eleven have reg­
istered suggesting that that is the on­
ly number of unemployed in the coun­
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try. I have been talking with a lot of
the unemployed and I take their word
for it, and there is a far greater num­
ber than that unemployed. The Gov­
ernment is altogether Incapable to
handle the proolem.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
■-fiTor three days work, the result is
that one hundred and fifty men are glv
en employment and I think that is very
good tor the Government.

MR. McDONNELL—You have to se­
lect the brains of some other person
not in the Government to look after
this matter. Ycu go into the high­
ways and the bye-ways to look for
some one to make the scape goat for
these who have fallen down on their
jobs. Major Butler cannot take the
blame off the shoulders of the Gov­
ernment. You have but two choices
either get out or be put out.

MR. SULLIVAN—I wish to say a
word or two with reference to this
jvery serious matter. I think you have
got to be faced with this trying prob­
lem during the next twelve months,
and it is just as well for this House to
be ready to deal with it and not wait
till it is too late. Not only is the cry
for work heard here, but it comes from
all over the country. I am sure that
the Prime Minister has no idea of the
condition of affairs in the district of
Placentia and St. Mary’s. We were In­
strumental when we showed up the
needs of our district, In getting assist­
ance for the many outports helped out
The members for this district were
made the scape goats for the action of
the government In assisting the peo­
ple of this country even in a small way
in providing the bread winners of
starving families with some work. But
the government has not done enough..
We got one hundred and fifty thous­
and dollars to help them out. When I
was on the Select Committee I said
we wanted two hundred and fifty thou
sand dollars and the opinion got
abroad that this district was getting
too much assistance from the Govern­

ment. On the understanding that we
put up $25,000,000 we got a loan from
the Government of $50,000 and the
Government put another $500,00, but
out of this we got no share at all. It
was shown that every merchant In the
district was insolvent and the condi­
tions prevailing there were more criti­
cal than elsewhere. The amount was
too insufficient to carry them through.
We have been leceiving wires and
appeals every day from the different
parts of the district Yesterday I re­
ceived a telegram that fifteen families
were starving in Trepassey. They need
immediate relief. I telephoned the
commissioner of Charities and he said
he could do nothing What is he there
for If he cannot do anything to relieve
the distressed? I also had a telegram
from Thos. Wakely of Haystack say­
ing that nine families of Woody Island
could not get supplies for the fishery
and Ire said something ought to be
done to prevent a riot. The Govern­
ment ought to take this matter seri­
ously. As sure as I stand here, when
the House closes you will have to
spend large sums on Executive respon
sibility to handle the matter. It would
be better to take it in time. The mem­
ber for St. George’s has spoken of the
unemployed in St John’s, and I think
the same applies to his own district.
I believe that all on this side of the
House will support a measure for the
unemployed to-day

MR. HIGGINS—I wish, Mr. Speak­
er, to associate myself with the views
of the members on this side as to the
unusual situation being dealt with in
an unusual way All will recognize
that at first blush it appears a harsL
principle to lay down, when money is
such a big factor in running the coun-
rry, and when we are laboring already
under such a heavy burden, but the
fact remains that just as one has tq
make sacrifices as a man, a citizen
and a Christian on behalf of his sick
neighbour, to-day we are bound to
share the responsibility imposed upon 
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us by living in a community where our
fellows are in want. It is the duty of
those living in the country to saddle
themselves with their own burdens
and those of posterity in order to help
those who to-day are out of work thru
no fault of their own. This is a prin­
ciple of government that cannot be de­
nied. The unfortunate position the
Government is in is that as they have
been elected it is their duty to carry
on the affairs of the country in a fi­
nancial way. The burden I admit may
be heavy and call for unusual steps
being taken, but that does not alter
the fact that their duties carry that re
sponsibility. No matter how unpleas­
ant it may be, if we are going to have
the large numbers of unemployed
continue so for months, the country is
bound to provide for them and the best
way to do so is by public works. Just
as one is bound to see that his fel­
low man does not starve, you are
bound now to see that those who are
willing and able get work even if it
be unnecessary. Bring it down to the
local aspect as far as St. John’s Is con­
cerned. The Hon. Prime Minister has
referred to 511 men being unemployed
and registered. It goes without saying
that this is the minimum because it
may safely be taken that no man will
put his name down unless he wants
the work; no man wants to put his
name down and be cast in any job un­
less he wants it. If 511 have register­
ed there must be many others who
have not done so as they realize that
all cannot be employed at once. I think
you will find it correct that in the lim
its to-day nine out of every ten men
are out of work. In addition to these
heads of families who up to now have
been earning steadily, a serious con­
dition has arisen in that those who
were helped by their daughters work­
ing in factories have now lost that aid
through these concerns being closed
up. That loss is so serious that the
1000 men who are out of work repre­
sent Only a minor part of the trouble.

Some up to now have been supported
or helped by their daughters, but these
are now among the unemployed.
Scores of womeu with invalid hus­
bands or children did sewing at the
clothing factories, but that avenue is
now stopped and you only see the mini
mum of those not working when you
look at the roster of 511. If we could
say there was only 511 idle and one-
third had registeied for work it would
not be so bad. But I wish to draw the
attention of the Hon. Prime Minister
to the fact that there are 1000 men and
double that number of women and girls
I recognize that as far as giving help
is concerned, it is difficult—it is not
easy to be found by the state—but
surely you can see that there is
enough provided to bridge the present
difficulty I will put it in a practical
way. In the month of July the Muni­
cipal Council hope to find employ­
ment for some 400 or 500 in the lay
ing of water pipes, but the trouble
now is to bridge that period. That is
the acute pipes, but the trouble now is
to bridge that period. That is the
the acute trouble. Some 700 will not be
difficult to meet the situation now and
I put it before we go into committee. I
missed the conclusion of the debate
on the Roads Commission a few days
ago, but I understand you are to leave
the Government contribution over for
a year. Why not the Government con­
tribute that amount? It would be no
extra donation beyond that of last
year and could be spent in connecting
up with the Portugal Cove Road. That
amount plus the Motor Association’s
money would be sufficient to bridge
the gap remaining. That is a practical
suggestion and I ask the Hon Prime
Minister to take it into consideration
before we go into Committe-i It is
idle to talk of plenty work along the
waterfront or of hundreds refusing
work along other avenues; the truth
is the work is not there and :na stage
has now been reached where a man’s
first instincts come back to him. The 
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member for St. George’s has tcucho-1
in hit eloquent address on tne fact
that in advanced outs of the w«,rld It
the children are looking to the strong
arm ot the fathe? foi bread th a pool
man will not go bank on his first In­
stincts He has to provide somehow
for his young and this is the spirit ac­
tuating the men in all sections fo the
country to-day. It. is a great tribute
to the working classes, espehally io
this city where 1100 or 1200 are look­
ing for employment, that there have-
been no disorder. These people did
not require anything to awe them to
put them in fear, but remember that

i the worst man to start is the quiet one
< The wrost man in the labour trouble
• or row is the one who is quiet till he

starts in. It is absolutely imperative
that the Government take steps to deal
with this situation. I draw no distinc­
tion as to party where the demand for
work is concerned, but it the people
with their god-given right to live here
ask for a living, the country has to
provide it and all of us if we have a
dollar must share it with the man who
is not working This is Christian
charity, and not only that but states­
manship and good citizenship. I sup­
port in all good faith the plea of the
member for St. George’s, and I hope
the outport members will excuse me
when I refer particularly to St. John’s
as these conditions are always here. I
know from personal association that
many men are going along from day
to day in the hope of something be­
ing done for them and they do not
want to act in any way, but that which
is orderly and in obedience to the law,
but if they are kept in their present
position a few days longer it will be
beyond reason not to expect an as­
pect to develop that this House or
these men do not desire. As to the bur
den we already have to bear I repeat
the moral adduced by the member for
St. George’s. The cause he said was
the war and the big expenditure was
due to the war. The whole point of it 

is that the soldiers who died did so
that their brothers might live and if
we agree with those gallant lads who
are sleeping across the water we will
not break faith with them. As tho
member for St. George’s also said all
their ideals will be sacrificed, they
will have died in vain if we do not ac­
cept their burden I ask this in the
spirit not so much because I am on
this side, but because this is no time
to play politics and as the member for
St. George’s said, though he used
strong words, if we fall in this we tell
the men who died for us that they did
so that we might starve. This is no
time to talk of the obligations that are
to be and I will refer to them later, and
support the measure incurring them.
If the Government sinks the country
in debt outnumbering the present li­
ability by ten millions, I will support
it in order to feed the people and the;
are not doing right if they do not do
it. I ask that this matter be given the
earliest consideration and I say the
government would be perfectly justi­
fied. Looking at it even in the meaner
sense—from a standpoint of politics.—
I say the money would be well spent.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I ask the leave of the House, Mr.
Sneaker, though I know I am- out of
order to refer briefly to this subject.
The situation as far as St. John’s is
concerned can be arranged within half
an hour. We are now handling a to­
tal of 250 men in St. John’s West irre­
spective of whether they belong to St.
John’s East or West. Some $4,000
has been expended and the work is
still going on I have instructed Mr.
Bambrick to confer with the Road
Commission and offer $2,000 out of the.
rnad grants if they will put up another
S2.000 to bridge over the period referr­
ed to. That is I asked if arrangements
could he made for the immediate ex­
penditure of $4,000. The situation
arose this morning and I had not time
to confer with Mr. Bennett, but I think
he will concur. I understand how my 
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honorable friend is situated in the
East End. Major Butler was told by
Mr Parsons he could not handle any
more men.

MR. HIGGINS—His money is all
spent.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—My grant is less thSn yours

MR. HIGGINS—The situation in the
East End is that this work is counter­
acted by the scarcity of labor along
shore. I will give all the grant so
long as the work continues.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
I have handled 350 men out of mine,
and if you can do the same it solves
the situation.

MR. HIGGINS—Our money has all
gone to the Council while you spent
$4,000 and two-thirds of the men are
not from St. John’s East at all, though
the $10,000 has been eaten up

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—While we are working to the capa­
city of 350, many men are not willing
to engage at that work. We will have
about 150 more on to-morrow. The
East and West End Road Inspectors
are conferring as to Freshw'ater Road,
and work has been arranged for there

MR. HIGGINS—Why not follow my
suggestion?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—That
is a matter for the House. I have
told Mr. Bambrick we will put up
$2,000 and let the Commission pro­
vide the same amount to help oveil
the situation. I think that the critic­
isms directed at the Labour Bureau
are not justified. If in 24 hours af­
ter the first day of registering more
than half the men are employed, I
think it is good work. I hold no
brief for Major Butler’but he did his
work w'ell and went around to the
wharves and Road Inspectors seeing
about the men. The situation is daily
becoming more relieved. The Colonia)
Cordage Co. will be going in full
swing shortly and the Tobacco factory
will reopen in a day or two which 

lightening up will be exceedingly wel­
come.

MR., BENNETT.—I should like tc
say a word or two, Mr. Speaker, and
I want to approach the subject with
the feeling that we are not talking
politics. This is too serious to view;
from a party standpoint. The plea
of Mr. MacDonnell and Mr. Higgins,
must bring home to the people that
the situation is becoming more acute
every day and I must say I am sur­
prised and disappointed by the repl;}
of the Hon. Prime Minister as to how
the situation is to be met. I had aq
opportunity a few days ago to con­
gratulate him on the establishment of
the Labour Bureau as it is a good
idea and no better man to head it
could be found than Major Butler
who is sound in judgment, good-heart­
ed and ready for service as ably prov­
ed when his country called, but hid
duties are only of a clerical nature
and no doubt he has done well. But
we are faced with a situation that
cannot be answered by $20,000 oi
$30,000 or work for a few days and
we have now come to the point where
we must insist on a declaration of thg
Governments’ policy. The House will
be closing in a comparatively few
days but the people can clamor as they,
like and there is no one to say what)
is to be done. This question must be
looked at broadly. It is not alone
those who have registered that must
be taken into consideration but the
hundreds who have not and who are
in every way as worthy of being look­
ed after as the former. The Prime
Minister has said that some of the
factories will be opening up in a few
days but since the Sales Tax has
come up for discussion I have had
the opportunity of getting the views
of some manufacturers on the ques­
tion and I learn that a meeting is
likely to be held to consider the mat­
ter of whether or not all the factor­

ies will close down. The Sales Tax 
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is nothing but a piece of discrimina-,
tion against local industry and it is
not only the present time that we
have to look to but the months that
are to follow when this House is no
longer open. What of the coming Fal)
and Winter? These are the periods
which we mus.t consider seriously
Almost anyone can find work in June
but a different story will be told next
winter. Is not my suggestion that this
House should not close till the end of
the year worthy of consideration un­
der the circumstances? True the Leg­
islature only prorogues from period
to period but a month might elapse
before it could be called togethei
should an emergency make that neces­
sary and that emergency may arise
at any moment. I sympathize with
the unemployed because I know just
what the situation is to-day and I
know too what capable, hardworking
people our men are and how quiet and
reasonable they can be in times of
adversity such as the present. The
situation is appalling. Go down tc
the wharves of the mercantile firms
visit the factories and you will find
everything at a standstill. The peo­
ple are only now waking up to the
fact that we are suffering from the
after effects of war and as has beer
pointed out, surely if this country was
good enough to fight for, her people
are gooel enough to keep from starva­
tion. We hear much talk about roat'
grants and road commissions but this
only goes to show that the Govern­
ment is not awake -to the real gravitj
of the situation. They have not beer
amongst the people to know the true-
position. It may be all right till the
House closes but what lies beyond
that no man can tell.

I have heard the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries make the statement
that he is not worrying about the pre­
sent but that ho is appalled to think
what is going to happen next fall. I
spoke to a merchant recently, a man 

who has on more than one occasion
proven himself a real friend of th<
people and who has now placed/hie
all practically at the disposal of the
fishermen, and I asked him how he
thought he would come out of it. He
replied that he was confident every
man he supplied would bring theii
fish to him, that they would give him
every cod’s tail they had. But, I
asked, what will you do for them in
November? He said, "while I am sup­
plying them now, I cannot support
them next winter,” and then in spite
of that we are to close this House and
have the people knocking looking foi
help and finding no one at home. I
say the Government must take this
matter up seriously without loss of
time. It has been prophesied that
times will be bad the coming autumr
and winter but they may be mucl
worse even than we anticipate and
something worthy of the occasion wil’
have tc be done. It is not good
enough to hand out pauper relief but
we must provide work that will give
our people the means to stave oE ab­
solute want.

MR. WALSH.—Mr. Speaker, I rise
for the purpose of supporting whai
has been said in connection with this
matter of the unemployment problem
and particularly what has been said
by Mr. Bennett. It is a sheer waste
of time to discuss the spending of two
or three thousand dollars now and I
think the suggestion of Capt. Lewis
that a special loan be raised to sup­
ply employment for the people throgh-
out the. country is a good one. St.
John’s is not the only place wherqr
work of some kind is imperatively
needed, especially when you come to
consider the closing -down of Grand
Falls, Limeville, Bell Island and oth­
er places which gave employment to
thousands of men from all parts of the
country and who are now thrown out
of work. I regret too that the rosy
picture printed in the Government 
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papers of the big project to be started
on the Humber that was to give em­
ployment to five thousand men has
not materialized and I join with Mr.
MacDonnell when he says that this
matter never came before the House
to give us a chance to consider .wheth­
er or not it was right that these peo­
ple should be given the concessions
that they required. The matter of the
Bel] Island Ore Tax has been on the
Order Paper almost since the open­
ing of the House but we have got no
further with it yet despite the fact
that its settlement might mean the
opening of operations on the Island
on something like the old scale and T
learn now that a number of men who
left Bell Island for Sydney and other
points in Canada to seek employ­
ment have been deported, having been
sent back here because they could not
comply with the requirements of the
Canadian Immigration Laws in the
matter of the amount of money neces­
sary to enter that country. These
men Jhave been sent back here to be
fed as paupers. Now, Sir. this is not
a matter to be made a political foot­
ball of nor am I talking politics. As
Mr. Higgins has said the two sides
should get together on this thing and
make a serious effort to deal with the
situation. If we are to take over the
railway from the Reids, can we not
get some reputable company to come
in here as contractors and borrow
five or ten million dollars to put the
railway in condition and thereby give
work to thousands of our people?
There are, at a conservative estimate,
at. least ten thousand men out of em­
ployment. in Newfoundland to-day and
I know that there are from three to
five hundred in my district who can­
not go fishing because they cannot get
the ordinary' supplies of food, oil
clothing, boots, etc., I have thanked
the Government for what they have
done in issuing what supplies they
have but as I pointed out, nothing 

less than ?200,000 could be counted as
adequate for this purpose. Besides
the usual number of men who always
went, to the fishery there is now the
additional number of those who form­
erly worked at Grand Falls and other
places and we have sheafs of tele­
grams coming in daily telling of the
awful conditions that are prevailing,
conditions -whose gravity is being con­
stantly increased. Never mind what
the cause of the present situation is;
that has already been fully discussed,
but let us get together and solve the
question of how to apply the remedy.
All cannot go fishing, it is true, but
we have telegrams telling of the fact
that men who were always independ­
ent fishermen are now unable to get
the smallest supplies and one tele­
gram in particular from a man nam­
ed Picco. a reliable man who comes
from the very best stock and who was
at Marystown waiting to go fishing,
says that he has given up the whole
thing and he has now gone home to
die of starvation with his family.
There, are twenty owners of Western
boats in that neighbourhood who are
in the same position. I do not blame
the Government for these conditions
but I shall blame them if they do not
arise to the occasion now and I ap­
peal especially to the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries who knows what
conditions are in the North. I think
it is an insult to instruct the Poor
Commissioner to send out poor relief
at this day in the year. That is not
what the people want and I can as­
sure the Prime Minister that any
scheme that will be evolved to deal
with the matter will-have my hearty
support. We had no hesitation in
sending over to England during the
war and getting ten or fifteen million
dollars and why can we now not come
in and ask for five millions to meet
this emergency. I shudder to think
what will happen if we close this
House without providing adequate em­
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ploy inent and I subscribe to the sug­
gestion of Mr. Bennett that the House
should not close at. all and I ask the
Government to take this to heart and
lot. no such consideration as party
politics stand in the way of their do­
ing their duty in this respect.

Mil. MOORE.— Mr. Speaker, if J
might be pardoned I would like to
make some explanation in connection
with my remarks of yesterday with
regard to this $10,000. I was accused
after going out of the House of wish­
ing to cut that amount out altogether
and so deprive laboring men of the
work that it would afford. Now, Sir,
I want to place myself on record as
being prepared to vote $10,000,000 if
necessary to help out the situation
that exists to-day. My point was that
this $10,000 is no good whatever to
the unemployed because it is already
spent and in any case it would only
go to make good roads for a few mot­
orists around the city.

MR. VINNICOMBE.—Mr. Speaker, T
rise to say a few words on the matter
now before the Chair. The Prime
Minister said in answer to a question
that a labor bureau had been estab­
lished and he tried to insinuate that
Mr. MacDonnell said Major Butler
had fallen down on the job. Now, Sir.
I beard something of that kind from
tbe Prime Minister before when he
charged the Municipal Council with
having fallen down on their job.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
said the Council had fallen down on
the labor bureau.

MR. VINNICOMBE.—Well I say you
should fall down on your knees to the
Council and thank them for helping
you out of the hole. When that work
was undertaken first, five persons out.
of every seven thought the money was
the Government's and not the Coun­
cil’s but the fact was that it was the
people of this City who have to find
that money. Now you come in here
as the representative of St. John’s

West and as Prime Minister and say
we will guarantee you employment
but you have fifty thousand dollars
which was picked out to build a new
Jong bridge which could well be spent
now at other work. There is no urg­
ent need of a new Long Bridge as yet
and when we want that we will be
able to get it some time when condi­
tions are better than they are now. tS.
John’s East spent $10,000 while your
district spent only $4,000. You said
that our allocation was larger than
yours which might be true but we
gave the ten thousand dollars to the
people who needed it right away while
you are only spending yours now.
Then again look at the difference in
the size of the two districts. In St.
John’s West there are Broad Cove,
Horse Cove, Thorburn Rd., Kilbride,
Petty Hr., Maddox Cove and the
Goulds, while in St. John’s East we
have Middle Cove, Outer Cove, Logy
Bay, Torbay, Flatrock, Bauline, Pouch
Cove, Shoe Cove. Biscayan Cove. Cape
St. Francis, Portugal Cove, Bell Isld.
and Quidi Vidi and the money is not
nearly sufficient to go over the dis­
trict. Now we are told that Major
Butler has 150 men provided but let
me tell you Sir, that Major Butler has
his hands full.

I was registering at the Council of­
fice one day in the absence of Deputy
Mayor Mullally and my heart went out
to the men who came there looking
for work and crying bitterly because
their families were without a bite to
eat. There were mechanics and coop­
ers amongst them and many of them
Sir, were from your own district of
St. John’s West. All this talking back
and forth is a waste of time when you
have $50,000 that you could spend
now. If there was $200,000 voted at
this minute for St. John’s I do not be­
lieve that there is a member on the
other side who would not vote for it,
and why should they not when $500,-
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000 was given to the fishermen of the
outports?

I know if the Prime Minister
brought in a vote for $100,000 to give
out work that not a man on the other
side of the House, even Mr. Targett,
whom I know have friends of his un­
employed. would oppose it. I think
the time of the House is taken up this
evening in a good cause. Some mem­
bers who have spoken said that they
were not making politics out of this
thing. I am not concerned what' I
make out of it, because I owe my seat
to the working people of St. John's.
Mr. Bennett said that he came in daily
contact with laborers for a number of
years, well I do not believe that there
is a member on either side of the
House who has been mixed up with
laborers as much as I have been.
Therefore, I will make use of my
voice in this House to do anything I
can that will be of benefit to the lab­
orer. Now all this talk could be
avoided if the Prime Minister -would
take that $50,000 that is now in the
possession of the Municipal Council
and give immediate work with it.
Surely goodness, as a representative
for the district of St. John’s West, he
is now going to allow men and their
families to be hungry while there is
$50,000 available to do work at the
Long Bridge. The Long Bridge can
remain as it is to-day until we come
to good times and which will come
when we get the Government. The
working class of people generally
thought and they think to-day that
the $50,000 earmarked for the Long
Bridge work had been given to the
Council by the Government. Now it is
up to the Prime Minister to give that
money to the Council to give work to
the unemployed right away. The re­
modelling of the Long Bridge can be
done without until the year before the
next election, if you like, as at that
time you will need to do a lot of
things J. am informed that some 70 

or 80 men are to be employed on. the
Thorburn Road with Road Inspector
Bambrick. I hope and trust that any
men belonging to St. John's East, who
go t • Major Butler, will be put to
work, although Thorburn Road is in
St. John’s West and I hope there will
be no discrimination used, because as
Mr. Higgins pointed out, when we
spent that $10,000 out of our district
grant on that water line, two-thirds
of the men employed belonged to St.
John’s West and there was no dis­
crimination in connection with the
matter. That work was done under
Mr. Coaker, City Council Inspector,
and Mr. Parsons, East End Road In­
spector for the Government, never
even saw the road. I would like for
the Prime Minister to know that there
are more men out of employment at
the present time than he thinks. He
may come across a couple of men who
do not want work, but he should not
form his opinion by that. He must
remember that there are some men in
this community who will not go to
look for work, under any circum­
stances. because they are ashamed.
The Prime Minister should take full
responsibility on his shoulders for
present conditions, because, after all,
he was the one who said that he knew
the tension was going to come and
that he was preparing for it. Now
apparently he did not prepare very-
much for it. We heard from him also
how he was going to reduce taxation'
and everything else, while to-day the
people are more overburdened than
ever wif.lt taxation. Now the only one
man in this House who can settle the
unemployment problem to-day is the
Prime Minister and I would again ask
him to do -with that $50,000, as I have
already stated. With regard to this
Act that was discussed yesterday, I
may say that I was heartily in accord
with giving $10,000 to the Motor As­
sociation, because that amount would
go anyhow and we will sec some re­
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turns for ft by giving it to the Motor
Association. I am not in favor of the
amendment of Sir John Crosbie and
the Prime Minister. One does not
know liovz to take the Prime Minister
on this matter I might say, owing to
his inconsistent attitude. However, I
would ask the Prime Minister in the
interest of humanity to think of the
sufferings that is going on among the
people of St. John’s and particularly
among the people of St. John’s West,
which district he represents in this
House, and I hope that he will see that
the $50,000 that I have already refer­
red to will be utilized to give work
to the unemployed.

DR JONES.—Mr. Speaker, I rise for
the purpose of endorsing the ver'
able plea put up by my colleagues on
bnba ' ot the unemployed. I can quite
realise, as I can judge from what 1
saw myself, the great deal of distress
that prevails in the city to-day: but
we must not lose sight of the fact that
this thing is general throughout the
entire country and anything that may
be done to provide employment should
be done in general. This will involve
the expenditure of a large amount of
money, but as my colleagues have
pointed out, no sacrifice should be too
great to try and procure work foi
those in need at this particular junc­
ture. We have in our district seven­
eights of the people depending on
their daily labor for bread. Within
recent years the people of Hr. Main
district have depended to a large ex­
tent on Bell Island and other centres
for employment. If the present seri­
ous condition continues all through
the summer months, we can only ex­
pect an appalling state of affairs next
winter. Consequently, I say that
something should be done now and
done quickly to provide employment
to enable the working classes of the
country to keep their families for the
next twelve months or so. After that
conditions may be entirely different; 

but at present the people are face!
wiht an appalling situation. I trust
that the Government will earnestl”
consider the request that has been
asked of them and that they will pro­
vide adequately for all the districts
throughout the Island. I wish to
compliment the various members who
have spoken for approaching this sub­
ject In a non-partisan manner; at the
same lime I wish to emphasize the
fact that people in the outports are
suffering just as much as people in
the citv for want of employment, and
I again trust that the Goyernment will
consider the case of the outport man
in a similar manner as in the case of
the St. John’s man.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Speaker,
I am somewhat surprised that mem­
bers on both sides of the House show­
ed a great desire that they did not
want to be accused of talking politics
while expressing their views on this
motion. Now, Sir, I do not care
whether I am accused of talking poli­
tics, socialism or anything else. I do
not believe in a man who talks in that
strain no matter what side of the
House be is on. He is afraid to dis­
cuss something that hints at the very
life of this country. We have in this
country at the present time a serious
state of affairs regarding the labor
problem, and it must be considered
that Sydney, which used to employ a
considerable number of our New­
foundland men, is practically closed
down, and it should be known to the
Government that instructions have
been issued not to issue any more
railway tickets for Sydney. The
Limeville Quarries are closed down in
consequence; Bell Island is practical­
ly closed down and it should be
known to the Government that Grand
Falls is not like to resume operations
and that the Company there are not
going to relent one wit on the stand
they have already taken. Still we get
the illuminating suggestion from the
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Prime Minister that the House voted
seme road money and that it is all
spent. This is not what we got to
consider. This is not a public work
in the same sense as roads and bridg­
es. This is an entirely different mat­
ter, because you have the usual chan­
nels of employment gone. This is not
a question of roads at all. No doubt
it will be a source of comfort and
consolation to the people of this coun­
try to know that a few more dollars
will be devoted for roads and bridges,
and when that is spent the same old
process will go on again. The Gov­
ernment are in the unhappy position
that they pauperized the fishermen.
You got the fishermen to come here
for what is practically pauper relief
this year; you put the workingmen of
the country out of business and you
now come in with a few dollars to
spend on roads and bridges as a solu­
tion and as a general cure all. You
now come here quibbling with ten
thousand dollars. Now I want to
make this statement straight. A Gov­
ernment, which lives on the people
and the chief thing in the Govern­
ment at the present moment,
particularly in the Executive of
the day, is that they are liv­
ing on the people of the country,
is a Government of parasite. I say
further that the position does not
make the man. A man may hold the
highest position in the land and yet
be totally incapable of his duties.
Therefore, we do not bow down to him
because he holds a position in the
land and yet be totally incapable 01
his duties. Therefore, we do not bow
down to him because he holds a post
tion in. the Executive Government.
One of the greatest authorities on hu­
man nature among the poets was
Burns who said: "That a parasite is
only a parasite if it falls on the head
of a queen,” Consequently, I say that
the parasite in a Government should
be rooted out and politically destroyed.

T'hat is absolutely the position. It Is
no reply for the Prime Minister to
get up and say that MacDonnell criti­
cised the labor bureau and that he
talked politics. That is not the solu­
tion. Take the railroad which would
employ thousands of men, why not!
take that as a proposition, ballast the
railroad and put down new rails. Do
not be afraid to handle such a policy
as that because Reids name is men­
tioned. If you are not capable of hand
ling that, get out and those who can
handle it take your place. If we are
bankrupt let us go bankrupt in style.
What does it matter whether we go
bankrupt with ten millions in debt or
fifty millions. You have got to run the
railway in this country whether you
like it or not, because it is a public
utility, just as you got to run light­
houses and post offices. The way that
you operated the railway during the
past year, or rather the way in which
you hopelessly mismanaged it, has put
the country in the position it is in to­
day, and, as a result of that you have
got no claims against the contractors,
and you come here now with no defi­
nite proposition from the contractors
as to whether they are prepared to op­
erate the railway after the 30th of
Tune next. If vou cannot make any
contract with the Reid Newfoundland
Company make it with somebody else.
Make a new contract with new condi­
tions, because you cannot run the
railway to-day, under the ’98 contract.
I say here to-day in my place In this
House that this Government is utterly
and absolutely incapable of dealing
with any situation that is facing this
country to-day. You come down here
with a Budget stating how you want
money and that you propose, to get it
by sticking on taxes, irrespective ot
the import tariff. It is a lazy govern­
ment’s job or a lazy man’s tariff. I
do not know which of these is right to
call it. nor do I care which. You tried
to move the suspension of the rules of 
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this House at 24 hours notice to leave
the country in the position when the
House closed as wise as when it was
at the opening, and worse than that
you expect the people to stand tor it.
I hope that before this present day’s
session closes wo will find that some­
thing definite will be forthcoming from
the government to take hold of some­
thing worth while in this country. I
characterise this work on roads as
■poor relief, wilful waste and extrava­
gance. I wish some proposition or
some suggestion would be made this
evening to deal with the whole situa­
tion. It is no use to close this evening
and have me or somebody else get up
to-morrow and talk the thing over
again. That is no good. There has
been too much talk already and too
little done. That has been the great
trouble and it is the fault of the gov­
ernment, and not the Opposition.
There was a time that you had a news
paper to place the sins on the Opposi­
tion. It was the saving of you as a
Government that the Opposition talk­
ed for a couple of weeks. After the
Address in Reply was disposed of in
the early part of the session, you
came in day after day with only
enough business before the House to
last the session from 3.30 to 4.30. You
were always hoping for something to
turn up. You were either utterly in­
capable or totally indifferent of the
wishes and the wants of the people of
the country. Why not get down to bus­
iness properly now, and never mind
voting this $10,000 to make a motoi
boulevard. The main issue for you is
to try and get the people of the coun­
try to live in the country, because by
your silence and incapacity and negli­
gence you are simply fostering a poli­
cy of exterminating the people of this
country. Remember there is no work
for them outside and they got to live
here and to die here. That being so,
give them a chance so that they may
starve to death.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker.

Soinebody in this House during the
course of this debate has brought up
that vote for the Motor Association
and apparently that somebody thinks
that I did not want to give it for la­
bor. That is absolutely incorrect, I
made a motion, seconded by the Primer
Minister, that the extra $10,000 that
was left over, instead of giving it to
the Motor Association, be saved for
some other purpose. That was my po­
sition. Now I will make a proposition
with the consent of the Prime Minister,
that the $10,000 be given to St. John’s
East and West for immediate work.
Have it earmarked and sent out to­
morrow and probably put another hun
dred men to work.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—The
Motor Association in connection with
that vote of $10,000 were putting up a
similar amount out of their own funds

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—But the Mo­
tor Association are taxed by law any­
how and they got to put it up. How­
ever, if it is necessary, tax the motor
man who drives around in style with
a view to being able to devote more
money for labor In St. John’s. I think
I have made myself clear on that point
so that Everybody will understand my
position in the matter. Earmark this
$10,000 for the benefit of the unem­
ployed and have Majoi Butler see that
those who are most in need be sent to
work to-morrow morning

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
fecona that.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would like
to say that I am in acco'd with cer­
tain references made in connection
with the problem of nemployment. I
know that the position is very serious
in St. John’s, as was so well point°i
out by the members for St John’s Eas.
and West. I have a district, His Hon­
or the Speaker has a district, and
the members for Hr. Grace and Hr.
Main have districts where the ques­
tion of unemployed is more serious
than what it is in St. John’s. The other
members tha" I nave referred to can 
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tell the story just as well as I cau! I
<">li In receipt o’ messages from mv
disr-ict stating that seven or eight
'•-mmes who are in a state of starva­
tion and I have been doing my utmost
co assist If the Government can see
their way clear as suggested by Mr
MacDonnel, to get us some big propo­
sition at present, and which I know us
well as the Government is very diffi­
cult, ft would bring about a solution of
the situation in as much as all those
out of employment would be put to
work. If the government will endeav­
our I will give them any assistance I
can. You have got to find money for
every other form of employment, un­
fortunately, just as you found money*
for the supplying of the fishermen;
and if Mr MacDonnell’s statement, that
orders have been issued for no more
men to go to Sydney, and I Have no
reason to doubt that statement, I am
astounded so far as my district is con­
cerned. Do you know anything about
this Mr. Prime Minister?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
think they have all the men that they
can handle for the present at Sydney,
but I think the situation will be re­
lieved within a week.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If that is the
position, we are up against it harder
than I thought. I do not know what
is going to take place in Conception
Bay within a week, I fear what is go­
ing to happen there, because I believe
that the men employed at Bell Island
now will be laid off. I believe that
some big proposition has got to be
found and the quicker the better to
get employment for all our people.

MR. LEWIS—Mr. Speaker. I must
take this opportunity of thanking the
Government and the Prime Minister
for the treatment he has given the fish
ermen of Harbor Main but that is not
all. They are only, part of our popu­
lation and as we have heard from the
St.John’s representatives they are only
forty thousand whereas representa­
tives of the other two hundred and 

twenty thousand occupy seats on the.
government side of the House, and we
have yet to hear one of these gentle­
men give an expression of opinion as
to the conditions in his district, which
are not better than that of the labour­
ing classes of St. John’s, because when
we get down to rock bottom and go to
Bonavista Bay and Green Bay and
White Bay we will find that the great­
er number of the labouring classes
there found work at Grand Falls, and
as far as we can learn there is no light
to be seen with regard to a settlement
of the strike there. I think it is the
duty of the Governmnt to take up that
matter with the Company and see if
something cannot be done. Coming
back to the district of Hr. Main I
might tell the Prime Minister that a
great number of our men have earned
a livelihood at Bell Island, Grand
Falls or Sydney and early in the ses­
sion a bill was introduced dealing with
the Bell Island companies, and that
bill was withdrawn. It is still on the
Order Paper or was, but it has not
been brought before the House and
given the consideration which I could
er is its due. I was told that that Bill
was the cause of Bell Island closing
down, also Port aux Port, as to whe­
ther that is correct or not, I am open
to conviction, and I would like to be
set right if I am wrong. If that is cor
rect I think it is the duty of the
Prime Minister to bring that bill in
and suspend the rules of the House as
we did with the loan, pass that Bill to
the satisfaction ol the Companies, and
let the men who are anxious to get
work get it. All the destitution is not
in St. John’s. Some of the outports
are as bad or worse, and I can under­
stand that the government is facing a
difficult problem, but if the govern­
ment is not big enough to handle it
they should do the next best thing, and
I say from my place in this House
that now is the time when we want a
good man who can rise above politics.
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I think when our fishermen have to
pay seventy cents on a barrel of flour
it is time to do something. The few
days work that have been supplied by
the Government is only a drop in the
bucket. The same thing applies to the
general tariff. One dollar to-day is on
;y worth thirty cents. It is time for
someone to take hold of this situation
and we want a man big enough who
will throw politics to the winds, and
cut off every useless expenditure. You
should cut off that three hundred
thousand dollars for Education and
reduce taxation. 1 know that the gov­
ernment think it necessary to in­
crease taxation, but there is another
way around it. The man who can af­
ford champagne should be charged for
it and the lady who imports silk stock
mgs should be cteiged higher duty, or
the man with the automobile, but not
the fishermen. A man goes to the fish­
ery and catches sixty quintals of fish
He gets five dollars a quintal ap-1 that
makes three hnndri d dollars lie ha

•’ ’.ay two hundred aad ten ’>11a.s ic
the leienue ao 1 ir has ni - >y left
What happens to him? By the last of
November any man who can get his
passage money will be gone from the
country. You are filling too many po
sitions Mr. Prime Minister, and you
doubled that tariff without due con­
sideration, and handed it to the peo­
ple of the country. You are fooling
ihe piople or yu think you are, but
they will not be fooled.

Getting back to the unemployed I
agree with Mr. MacPonnell that we
have to get some t ig proposition. M e
never had a crisis like this before in
Newfoundland. We had one similar in
1886 under the Cochrane Government,
they built the Placentia branch of the
railroad at that time to relieve the
situation. At that time the pay was
seventy cents a day, but it was as good
as two dollars now. Something must
be done. Sydney is closed to our fish­
ermen. Only two weeks ago a man
went from Holyrood to Sydney. He 

had not twenty-five dollars in his pock
et; he was put in jail and kept there
for two nights. The people cannot go
away and it is up to Newfoundland
wherever the money comes from to
provide for them. It is just as good tc.
go to Canada witli a little larger debt
as it is to go in our present condition,
and Mr. Prime Minister if you cannot
fill your postions let a By-election
take place or put another man in the
position of the Minister of Finance &
Customs, and give the labouring class
a chance to redeem themselves, and
exist in this, their country.

MR. FOX—Mr. Speaker. I am sure
that the country as a whole and the
unemployed in particular are indebted
to the Opposition for the manner in
which they have discussed this very
serious situation. I am sure also that
they are indebted to those members of
the government who contributed in
such an able manner to the debate this
afternoon. I refer now to the fifteen
or twenty members of the government
who with such a wealth of detail dis­
cussed this matter. It signifies the
interest they take in the matter, and
1 feel sure that country will appreci­
ate that interest

Now with regard to this matter I
feel that if the unemployed are as im­
patient at the action of the govern­
ment as I am then the situation is cor
rectly described in the Telegram,
when it says that this country may ex­
pect at any moment the riot that has
been anticipated. Some four or ire
weeks ago this matter was brought be­
fore the House, and for the first time
in the history of the country a delega
tion of the unemployed presented
themselves to the Bar of the House,
and described the position to the gov­
ernment and the opposition giving
the fullest possible details, and re­
questing the prompt action in the mat­
ter, and the proposal suggested was
met with in the same manner as that
of Mr. MacDonnell this afternoon. The
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Prime Minister said that the matter
would be attended to immediately. He
told Mr. Higgins yesterday that the
question could be settled in half an
hour. Six weeks ago he said the same
thing. I move the adjournment of the
House that Friday and an immediate
meeting, and he said that the source of
all complaint would be removed with­
in twenty-four hours, and ever since
that day agitation has been increas­
ing daily in this city, and I am saying
to myself is it not futile for the Op­
position to get up here and ask the
same thing again. Are you made of
stone? Not one man on the other side
of the House has spoken on this mat­
ter in support of an appeal that should
have the support of every true-bloofleu
Newfoundlander. Your silence. Sir.
will be your epitaph. It is a sign c t
jour in.competei'C-> that you trifle with
a matter that migh; entail serious cun
sequences, and tnen your pitiful Si­
lence this afternoon. God help the
country when serious situations such
as this one are being handled by a
crowd of incapables like the present
government. You may laugh Sir, but
you would be better engaged in an at­
tempt to right this matter. I have had
a hard time to restrain myself for the
past s:x weeks, but I have realised the
delicacy of the situation, I have re­
alised that a word may be as a match
to gunpowder, and I have used every
effort to comfort myself on this ques­
tion with all the seriousness at m?
command and have foregone my usual
criticism of your actions and asked

! you in God’s name to do your duty to
. the people. Mj' God the Prime Minister
' smiles in the face <■•£ the destitution in

■ Newfoundland to-night. Nero fiddled
while Rome burned. If he goes out­
side and walks the streets of the city
be will see things that will almost
break his heart, and then we are told
how we should conduct ourselves, ant!
these poor people throughout the coun
try are asked to ccn.fort themselves ;u
a law abiding manner, by a govern­

ment that has not a single justifica­
tion or right to be in the position ot
authority that they are in to-day hav­
ing failed lamentably in their duty to
the people who sent them here. Look
at what the Telegram says to-night. I
saw this letter yesterday afternoon.
Perhaps when the Prime Minister re­
ceived it he smiled in the same way
ps he did this afternoon, when I was
attempting to appeal to him on behalf
of the starving families of Newfound­
land, and it is not only in St John’s
that this applies. Before I read this
I want to say to Mr. Coaker and his
followers that I am coming daily into
contact with his constituents. Yester­
day a man from your district came in­
to my office and he cried in my pres­
ence. You would need to be a man of
stone to stand it. You would want to
be constituted as the government is to
realise such conditions and then smile.
That man told me he had five children
and a wife home. He came here look­
ing for work and assistance and left
them a week’s grub and no money. He
was not successful in his quest, and
he came in and spoke to me yesterday
about it and he cried in my room, and
I don’t want to witness such a mov
ing spectacle again. Go around the
city to-night. Give up some of your
social activities and go around the
back lanes. Go to the homes of this
Committee of the unemployed and see
what you will find, and then come
here and smile at the members of the
Opposition when they appeal to you
in the name of common humanity and
charity, and in the name of God to do
something and to do it quickly. Here
is what The Telegram says, as follows

May I ask the honourable gentle­
man whether Mr, Ayre has been re­
plied to?

THE PRIME MINISTER—No. He
has not. I received the letter yester­
day afternoon and put the matter In
the hands of Major Butler.

MR. FOX—Is this a case of sending
the fool further? Did you not consid-
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er, Sir, that Mr. Ayre’s letter was en­
titled to a reply in the ordinary way.
Do you not recognize that whatever he
may be in your opinion he represents
a committee of the unemployed, and
he in his official capacity deserved
from you in you;- official capacity the

• courtesy of a reply. Is that how you
'I handle important matters of this sort,
that instead of dictating a reply to that

■fj?i letter, you stated you were giving the
• : matter your attention, and then pass­

ed it on to somebody else to look aft­
er? Is that how you are attempting
to placate the feelings of these peo­
ple, to keep them under control, and
amenable to the advice of their com­
mittee. I suppose that to-morrow or
next day that you will again smile if
the riot which the warships were in­
tended to Quell breaks out. Are we
going to be treated like that always?
Are you going to strangle every at­
tempt at co-operation made by this
Opposition, in an endeavour to prop
erly handle a matter of such serious
nature as this. Have you any realisa­
tion of the true situation? Is not the
country to-night facing a terrible sit­
uation? This matter was brought be­
fore the. House six weeks ago and not
alone has no effort been made to solve
the situation, but a deliberate attempt
has been made to drive the people to
do something desperate. You cannot
go on with other matters and leave
this matter in slings. You cannot dis
rgard the conditions th"at are continu­
ally becoming more serious and more
imminent. Now are you going to do
anything or are you not? You are
daily making Newfoundland unfit for
people to live in. You are crushing
the people in every possible way. As
Mr. MacDonnell says this afternoon,
it is a lazy man’s way of finding rev­
enue. There is many a man in New­
foundland to-dav that Is longing for
the day when he will be able to shake
the dust of Newfoundland off his feet,
because this is becoming a country
where they cannot live. Most of yott 

come here day after day and do noth­
ing more than put your heads in your
hands. If I wanted statutes I would
go down to Mr. Cash’s and get the
name of the man that he bought his
from, and I would bring them up and
put them on the Government benches,
and they would be just as useful as
most of the members opposite. I ap­
peal to you to-night for the last time,
in God's name, m the name of the
country do something, not only for the
situation in St. John’s, but for the
whole country. Give up party politics,
and the idea of trips abroad or to
neighbouring continent, and tackle the
biggest problem that has ever faced
the country. It is not a question 01
digging rocks out of the roads. Have
you not the initiative that will bring
forth some scheme that will meet not
only the present day situation, but
that will be a benefit to the whole
country. If you cannot do that then
at the very least have the common de­
cency of stepping out of office. I con­
sequently second the motion for the
adjournment of this House, so that this
serious matter may be handled at
once.

Whereupon the House divided and
there appeared for the motion Sir M.
P..Cashin, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Ben­
nett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vini-
combe, Mr. Jones, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Walsh. Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr.
MacDonnell, Mr. Lewis—(13); and
against it Prime Minister, Minister of
Justice, Minister of Marine & Fisher­
ies, Minister of Education, Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr. Foote,
Minister of Public Works, Acting Min­
ister of Shipping Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Ab­
bott, Mr. Winsor. Mr. Hibbs, Mr. Scam
mell, Mr. Targett, Mr. Guppy, Mr.
Jones, Mr. Samson—(17); so it passed
in the negative and was ordered ac­
cordingly.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair till 8 p.m
Pursuant to order and on motion of

Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled “An Act for the Quieting of
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^Titles” was read, a second time, and it
was ordered that it be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to­
morrow.

Pursuant to notice and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the. House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. MacDONNELL—You are simp­

ly asking the people to throw away
$25,000. Ask the man in the outport to
compare this and the clip of $3,000 oft
the C.H.E. and see what they will see
The Hon. Minister thinks we could do
without the Primary Grade; perhaps
he is right—$3,000 is too much for
that, but $25,000 is not too much for
a fancy fad. The Hon. Minister may
justify it, and I am not surprised. It
is a grand thing to have a motor car
or yacht if one can afford it, but the
Normal School and Supervisors are
luxuries we cannot afford. These are
no better to our educational system
than is the bouquet to the coat of the
man who wears it. I say this in no
disrespect to Hon. Dr. Barnes, or Dr.
Burke, his deputy, who I believe is
second to none in Newfoundland. I
say that he has studied harder along-
these lines than any man in the coun­
try, but he should be put to better
work than Deputy of a defunct depart­
ment. He is capable of better work.
The suggestion that these two men be
put where they will rust out at a sal-
ary of $9,000 a year is something I
don’t believe in, The staff alone costs
$12,800 and of that lot, one stenogra­
pher and one clerk or deputy minister
as the case may be, is enough. The
Hon. Minister’s salary of $4,000 should
not be voted this year, as he is not es­
sential. His appointment only keeps
us longer in getting the annual re­
ports as they come through him and
this, I hear, is the only thing he is en>.
gaged on. I do not speak thus merely
in the spirit of criticism, but the de­

partment is no good in the sense that
we cannot afford it. Neither can we
afford to have the supervisors. In this
matter of the Educational Department
due consideration has not been given
as to the grant for the sparsely popu- .
lated sections. The criticism will not
be noticed I suppose as it comes from
this side. If I point out how you can
save $25,000 it will not be done. Still
we must have the bouquet of $12,500 a
year, simply because you are going to
have it. You say here in the Esti-
mates that you will have it; you in­
tend to have it. I am prepared to go
into the details when it comes down,
as I know something of this matter. I
■worked in the department and was
paid $100 a month and had to pay my
own expenses. A fortnight’s expenses
often took my month’s salary, and I
had to go home for a month in order
to square myself. Now there are men
being better paid for being trained
than I -was as Assistant Superinten­
dent. That was not in the day when
the money was spent on fads—now it
goes from the bouquets and ornaments
Now Mr. Chairman, there is another
department which I state is overstock­
ed with officials, the Postal Depart­
ment. And I further state that it
would be more decent of you if a cer­
tain number were fired, who can be
dispensed with here or outside the
country than to reduce those who have
been there for some 40 years in some
instances. Look in at the windows in
the general room of the Post Office at
any time and you will see that some
of them are doing nothing; what is
everybody’s job is nobody’s. Becausa
the place is overstocked all must suf­
fer the reduction of salary. Why not
reduce the number and get them all
down to a living wage. I do not think
you can economize unless you do this.

HON. MIN. OI<’ POSTS—May I ask
what you mean by saying the depart­
ment is overstocked.

MR, MacDONNELL—I will give the
details when we come to it and the 
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details o£ those who have been ap­
pointed since yon took charge and who
arq incompetent, I know o£ the man
who you bragged about having a know
ledge of geography and being able to
to tell all about; how many Russians
were captured at the front while the
war was on. He might make a good
navigator, but Is no addition to the
Postal staff. I say that in that de­
partment you cannot economize ex
cept by discharging the surplus help.
Now as to the revenue and the esti­
mated expenditure. I am not prepar­
ed to make a prophesy, there are oth­
ers more experienced who will deal
fully with it, but I will say that for a
government who started out to abol­
ish abuses and clean up taxation you
have fallen down worse than any ad­
ministration in our history. Whether
others would do better or not, I do not
know. That is a. hypothetical ques.
tion. You now want to rush everything
through as you did last year and af­
terwards take up business on Execu­
tive responsibility. You want to take
the Railway of which I spoke this
afternoon, and hand it over to a re
ceiver. He will receive something
when he gets that road alright. Wq
had a suggestion here a few days ago
that something oe done. You said that
something would be, but nothing has
yet resulted. The railroad is another
ornament now which you took over at
a loss of two aad a half millions. I
hope you will profit by your experien­
ce in running it and do something be­
fore the House closes. Somebody must
do it and it is your job, Hon. Minister
of Marine. As far as I can see, Mr.
Chairman, right through both the Bud­
get and the Estimates you have simp­
ly and solely take.n the line of least
resistance. You want to save so much
money and you simply say, cut the civ­
il servants. You save $10,000 or $15,-
000 by cutting oil the men who are re­
sponsible for the lobster service of
the country. From the answer of the
Hon. Minister of Marine I find in this 

table there are more factories now
than ever. On the West Coast alone
where, the most work in this line is
done—at St. George’s etc., great oper­
ations have been carried on, and I at­
tribute this to the man in charge ot
the supervision, Mr. Morgan. He is
oropped from the Estimates this year.
As a result more barm will be. done in
connection with this fishery than in
the last five years. Take the placing
of the young lobsters in the water. If
there be no supervisor these will be
canned and shipped abroad. Two years
of this will kill t.he fishery. Perhaps
you think this fishery is not worth
while looking after, but it is to the
people who are engaged in it. I ask
the Hon. Minister to reconsider this
matter. When the vote comes up, Mr.
Scammell, the honourable member for
St. Barbe, I know will support me, and
have this vote continued. I will not
delay the House longer, but will now
close till these matters come up later
in detail.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I said a few
days ago that when these Resolutions
would be brought in, I would have a
few words to say. and I feel that I may
do so to-night, Mr. Chairman. First of
all I am satisfied that this Sales Tax
will be for ever known as Sir Richard
Anderson Squires’ Chinese puzzle. If
one should say it is not a puzzle t
cannot understand it. There is not a
man on Water Street knows how to
handle it. These resolutions came out
on the 13th of June, but because they
were not arranged to suit some party
they were called off at 11 o’clock this
morning and the cute man got away
with a considerable slice of the rev­
enue. They were kept so secret that
even you men on that side of the
House did not get a copy of them. And
yet they are so stupid that 20 or 30
merchants got away with the revenue.
When I am dealing with these I will
point them out, and I will also point
out the man who asserted himself and
showed he would not stand for men 
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getting things in privately, and not be­
ing taxed. They took him cutside and
tried to give him the soothing syrup,
but they are giving the fishermen a
dose of bitters. They sent the word
forth—you, Mr. Cheeseman, the menu
bers i epresenting the F. P. U. fisher­
men, their great friend, Hon. Mr.
Coaker, the Hon. Min. of Posts, who is
always thinking about them—you sent
the word that they are to pay 40 cents
more net barrel for flour. If I dreamt
my suggestions was going to cost the
fishermen 40 cents more per barrel for
flour 1 would not have said a word
about it. I believe the Hon. Prime
Minister must see something in his
puzzle for the legal gentlemen. I
think he.realizes that the average man
who sends his clerk to pass entries
now will want a lawyer with him and
have to pay him a fee. That’s what it
seems like to me. When the Hon.
Prime Minister went to the country,
and the Minister of Public Works who
was out with him and my great friend
the Hon. Minister of Shipping in Bay
de Verde district, you told the fisher­
men of their heavy taxes, and said
their dollar under Sir M. P. Cashin
was worth only 28 cents. But give us
your figures now. It is not worth par
—he spends his first dollar altogether
and on the second is allowed only 10
cents. The Hon. Minister of Marine &
Fisheries said, “we will reduce taxa­
tion, we are the Liberal-Reform Gov­
ernment." The Hon. Minister of Jus­
tice in Fortune Bay said, "we will re­
duce taxation." I do not mind the
lawyer telling it, but when the Minis­
ter of Public Works and the Hon. Min
of Shipping do so, I am positively
shocked.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I did
not talk like that

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You had the
Hon. Prime (Minister’s manifesto with
you. The man who associates himselt
with the one who tells a lie is as guil­
ty as he who tells it.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—Don’t
talk theology.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am a past­
master in that.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—What does
the Bible say about the liar.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It says he
will go to Hell. That is what I read in
it.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Your church says all men are
liars.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It was only
Joseph Hocking said that. Are you
trying to develop this House into a
comic opera. Can you and Mr. Winsor
laugh so heartily when you are bleed
ing the fishermen and laborers of the
country. You cannot realize it. Come
Capt. Jones be true to Green Bay,
when the Hon. Prime Minister is ask­
ing you to-day to vote against the ma­
nifesto which promised so much re­
duction in taxation, but to which he is
so untrue at present. Don’t vote
against the reduction which you prom­
ised. What do we find? Instead of
reduced taxation we have this Prime
Minister’s Chinese puzzle. The govern
ment says we will make the fishermen
pay thru the nose, and the fishermen’s
friend is the one who did the trick.
Have you thought this thing out, Mr.
Prime Minister? Are you not sad when
you think of what it means? If you
had the brains with you that you had
in the national government, this would
not be here to-day, but you have not
got a man who can handle the situa-
tipn. Your Executive can only be com­
pared to nine men lost in the wilder­
ness.

Now, just think out these Resolu­
tions and what they are going to en­
tail. A man goer down to Mr. LeMes-
surier to-morrow to pass entries 04
goods and produces his invoices, he
may have forgotten his freight bills
and has to go back for them, then
when when he returns to the Custom
House he is asked for the bills of his 
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cartage, insurance and a few other
things and back he has to go again to
get these and by that time it is 4 o’­
clock and he passes no entries that
day. When he does come to pass his
goods thru the Customs he is up
against it again. On a hundred dol­
lars worth of goods he pays say 40 per
cent duty, making it $140; 10 per cent.
on the $40 makes it $144 and 25 per
cent, of the $44 brings the total up to
$155. Add say $10 for freight, and it
is brought up to $165, then for cart­
age, insurance and labor add another
$5 and you have $170 on which you
will then pay the 5 per cent, sales tax
or another $8.50 bringing the $100
worth of goods up to $178.50, and if
that is not a Chinese puzzle I don’t
know what it is. And now I would
ask “Who pays?” Do you know Mr.
Abbott? Mr. Cave does, I can see by
his smiling face. Does Mr. Cheeseman
know I wonder, or does Mr. Guppy
know? No answer; all hands seem to
have passed away. Well, I will tell
you who pays. The fishermen—and
yet this government is the fishermen’s
government and in its ranks is the
fishermen’s friend. Now, what do we
find next? We have done away with
the inspectors yet we are forced to pay
20 cents a quintal on the, fish we ex­
port, that means another 20 cents a
quintal that the fishermen have to pay
and it is 40 cents if the fish is sent out
in foreign bottoms. The fisherman
cannot .get away from that—he pays
every time. Now I ask was it neces­
sary to create this tax? No, the coun­
try is simply suffering the penalty of
having a man in charge who is incom­
petent and incapable of running a gov­
ernment. Let me review the year that
has passed. Ten millions of dollars
have gone from the Treasury almost
as fast as the snow was shovelled in
Harbor Main district last winter, It is
lost and gone forever and instead of
being a benefit to the country the re­
sult has been only an absolute liabil­
ity. If, when th>s government was re­

turned to power, it had been composed
of men who were capable, men who
were familiar with even the rudiments
of political economy, they would first
of all have sat down and looked the
position confronting them squarely in
the face. They would have seen that
the whole thing was tumbling, they
would have seen that the condition of
the country was a serious one for, it
required only the judgment of half a
man to see what was bound to happen
But, instead of that what did they
do? Look at the enormous sum of ten
winds of Heaven, and not one bit of
million dollars thrown to the four
good done for the country. Take the
sugar scandal, the salt scandal, the
fish scandal, the purchase of useless
ships and all the other scandal, and it
will be seen at once that everything
the present government touched was
a hopeless failure. Take the army of
inspectors and commissioners—the
men who were sent to represent this
country in the markets of Italy,
Greece, Spain and Portugal—who did
not know a fish’s head from its tail
nor a codfish from a sculpin, and who
were sent away at a cost of which no
one knows the extent. I have here the
expenses of Capt. Walter Kennedy
which amo mt to $2,500 apart from his
salary, or to go further, three thous­
and and odd dollars altogether; and
then when he comes in here and sits
down to listen to the debates, even
that is charged on his expense account
yes, even if he comes in to go to a pic­
nic the country bps to pay for it, and
still you are going to reduce taxation.

I am going to tell this House and
the country that the inspectors have
been going around doing nothing.
Eighty-three codfish inspectors were
let loose last Maj* and these cost the
country $34,285 and then you men of
the North can come in here and sit
down under that, knowing that these
inspectors were not worth a nickel
to Newfoundland. Now, here are the
names:
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Inspectors Employed During the Sum­
mer 1920, mid Amount Paid to
eaeli for Services Rendered.

Michael Power...................... $120.00
E. Power................................. 840.00
Stephen Bradbury................. 1100.00
Richard Hollands ............... 692.30
John McGrath ...................... 304.99
Jas. J. McGrath ................... 170.58
E. R. Penney........................ 2000.00
Jas. Martin ........................... 100.00
Jas. Walsh............................. 200.00
Wm. Jackman ..................... 303.33
John Daly............................. 785.43
Richard Tobin....................... 250.00
J. F. Downey........................ 100.00
Martin Finney...................... 437.53
Michael Kelly...................... 333.29
Jas. Parmiter ....................... 322.55
Geo. Shea.............................. 200.00
Nath. Gosse........................... 243.45
John Smith........................... 301.70
Jas. Conran.......................... 300.00
Pat. Delaney......................... 303.33
Jas. Crocker.......................... 266.6Q
Wm. Gosse............................ 286.66
Ebenezer Hutchings............. 301.90
S. R. Winsor ....................... 1907.00
Joseph Keels......................... 340.00
Abram Morgan...................... 263.33
Jno. Wescott.......................... 290.00
John Cody............................. 900.00
Ed. Hawkins......................... 200.00
John Hickey ........................ 218.46
Patk. Sears.................. . 50.00
Samuel Baird....................... 422.80
Robt. Bishop......................... 160.00
Wm. Connolly....................... 290.0Q
Sam. Leftrage................ .  .. 754.00
John Maye ........................... 386.86
John Hurley......................... 480.00
Josiah Hiscock...................... 777.00
John Breen............................ 608.00
Jno. Snelgrove .................... 480.00
Obadiah Pond...................... 808.00
Andrew McGrath.......... .... 480.00
John Walsh.......................... 668.0Q
John Knox............................. 540.00
Robt. Downs......................... 590.00
Michael Dwyer............... ... 480.OQ
Michael Fitzgerald................ 288.00

Wm. J. Bursey ................... 167.41,
Leonard Hurst.................... 450.0Q
John Lewis ........................... 163.33
T. Kennedy.......................... 82.5Q
M. Collishaw........................ 420.00
Stephen Handcock................ 100.00
Wm. Anthony........................ 76.66
W. A. Jennings...................... 48.00
Martin Phillips ................... 380.00
Fred. House........................... 100.00
Pat. O’Toole.......................... 133.33
Geo. Bursey......................... 200.00
Giles Taylor.......................... 259.71
John Kenny........................... 649.11
Thos. G. Ford........................ 600.00
Giles Miles............................ 600.00
Thos. Walsh.......................... 493.33
Samuel Efford....................... 251.20
Moses Bartlett....................... 200.00
Nicholas Smith...................... 289.00
Thos. Roberts....................... 220.00
Wm. Bath ............................. 603.33
Hubert Pike........................... 230.00
Joseph Williams.................. 10.80
Martin Gosse........................ 150.00
Jas. Carroll........................... 536.66
John Norman........................ 413.32
Wm. Pomeroy........................ 70.00
Ed. Barter............................. 147.00
Thos. Hillier......................... 500.00
Fred. House............................ 280.00
Capt. Geo Jones................... 266.00
Arthur Earle.............. . . ... 200.00
Richard Tobin....................... 50.00
Michael Power (Supervisor) 1200.00

Total................................. $34,285.04
Now, look at the last name on the

list. Surely we have money to throw
away. I suppose it is a case of “Well
done thou good and faithful servant.”
Here is a man employed at Baird’s, a
man receiving a salary to look after
the shipping of the fish of one of the
largest exporters in the country, and
yet he is appointed supervisor over
everybody else’s fish and now you
tax the fishermen of the North to pay
his salary and cut that of the police­
man who is safeguarding our proper­
ty and making it possible for you
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and for me to sleep comfortably in
our beds at night and getting thq
princely pay, of five or six hundred
dollars a year. The salaries of these
men must be cut so that you may go
down and throw a bouquet, a big red
rose at Mr. Michael Power. Ah, Mr.
Mr. Coaker, how you could have fallen
so low as to allow yourself to be used
like that is beyond me. Scripture ap­
plies to you there alright. “Shun evil
companions,” and the sooner you shun
your present leader and the others as­
sociated with him and get back to the
true fold, the better it will be for you.
Is it fair to ^ax the fishermen as you
are doing under these circumstances.
Talk of finding employment for the
unemployed! Why, you are simply
putting a dollar in his hand to-day
and taking it back again to-morrow,
and the most unfortunate part of it
is that you will collect no taxes out
of it after all because the fishermen
under these conditions cannot pro­
duce. The Prime Minister told me
this afternoon that the Tobacco fac­
tory and the Ropewalk were about to
open up which is indeed welcome news
but there will not be much left for
them because not only are you taxing
their raw material but you are taxing
the very laboring men working in
them. Is there any encouragement for
manufacturers in the fact that you tao
the labor in their factories? That is
just what you are doing and the ques-
*tion that I cannot help asking myself
is "How long is this going to con­
tinue? Take that great eyesore, the
S.S. Lobelia, which has cost the tax­
payers of this colony $78,000 and
which is now lying in the harbor oppo­
site our premises where she is a nuis­
ance. There are a lot of other steam­
ers for which a half million dollars
was spent last year by the Liberal Re
form Government, and none of them
are suitable to take ten Labrador
crews from Conception Bay. Instead
the Government had to go and charter
the Diana, Ranger, Seal and Sagona, 

which arrangement is going to cost the
Colony a large amount of money and
this is going on while all the Govern­
ment boats are laying up doing noth­
ing. However, I think it is cheaper to
have them tied up in view of the fact
that they are absolutely useless for
the work they were intended for; also
their consumption of coal is very great
What better instance than this do you
want of the inability of a government
in the handling of the commercial and
nautical affairs of this country. Take
your Prospero and Portia to-day. Do
they pay? They certainly do not. They
cannot pay any more. One thing I no­
tice in these Estimates is that the sub­
sidies for the Prospero and Portia are
decreased. This is only mere camou­
flage. This means that you will be
robbing Peter to pay Paul. You are
trying to get the public to believe that
you are reducing your Estimates for
these steamers. These steamers can­
not be run as a paying proposition,

. under present management. They can
not be operated with any less subs!
dy than they had a year ago. I thor­
oughly agree with the reduction of
expenses in connection with the Coast­
al service; but I have, an idea in the
back of my head that when the House
is closed that all these Government
steamers will be nut on the road again
by the executive, and that it will cost
this colony as much this year for op­
erating them as it cost last year. Oh
Mr. Coaker do save us from a repe­
tition of that, because if you don’t, you
will be taxing the people further next
year and I don’t think they can stand
it any longer. Now we come to Edu­
cation. I think Dr. Barnes will agree
with m>? hat something must be done,

■if at all possible, to have this vote cut
down. I would really like to see the
vote for education cut because I do not
think we can afford to pay for it on
such a large scale. Furthermore, I do
not think that we can produce suffici­
ent revenue in this colony to carry off
a policy that has for its object the 
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appointment of inspectors only. At
present it is difficult to pass along Wa
ter street without brushing against a
couple of inspectors. If the govern­
ment is serious about reducing expen,
diture, why not start right in at the
Department of Education and save
about ten large salaries. Send Dr. Cur­
tis back to the business he belonged to
first and tell him for me to continue
preaching the Gospel. Send any other
clergyman that is there now back to
their former jobs. Don’t you think I
am right Dr. Barnes? Now I want
that to go forth to Dr. Curtis to-night,
as coming from my lips, and to any
other clergyman holding a similar job
Send them all back to the duties they
were intended for. instead of paying
them $2700 or $2800 a year of the tax­
payers money of this colony. Send Dr.
Barnes back to his old job again. Tell
the Deputy Minister of Education who
is drawing $3600 a year, to go out and
earn his salary. The quicker they go
back to their former positions the bet­
ter for the colony. Take Mr. Solom­
on Whiteway. No doubt he is well
qualified for the position, but when it
comes to paying him over $4000 a year
I am against it. Mr. Whiteway is get­
ting un to middle age, and he could
have done more fishing. He is now
nrancing about somewhere in the
States If the government is going to
apply the pruning knife. I hope they
will use it in good shape. Dr. Barnes
is a man whom I know is absolutely
sincere, but he knows we cannot car­
ry that burden under present condi­
tions. We must get back to pre-war
conditions whether we like it or not.
The earning power of the people of
the country is hack to prewar times.
The fishermen who produces the fish
Is back to pre-war conditions. In 'fact
h's fish the coming season will not be
ns valuable as it was in pre-war days.
Well then whv all this lavish expen­
diture. The Prime Minister himself
admits that money has to be found
and that he must tax the people to get 

the necessary revenue to carry on the
business of the Colony.

I have here before me an answer to
a question asked by Sir Michael Cash­
in concerning some of the salt that
came into this port recently. The an­
swer was prepared by the Minister of
Shipping. I won’t read it to the
House because I am afraid; and I am
afraid that when the day of reckoning
comes that there will be another
strange story to be told about that
wonderful cargo of salt. If that cargo
of salt is not watched very carefully,
there is going to be another big debit
for this colony and another opportuni­
ty for the Prime Minister and his
crowd to increase taxation. I notice tffiS
the estimated revenue of the Prime
Minister for the next year is $8,408,-
000 and his expenditure $8,307,000.
Now this huge expenditure should be
stopped but how can it when men are
wanted every now and then for a politi
cal game, and they have to get paid
for it iike R. Kelly, of Holyrood, did.
Kelly came to St. John’s and waited on
solicitor Gibbs and Barron who made
out a petition against Mr. William
Woodford and for signing that petition
Kelly is paid by the fishermen’s friend
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs,
$62.50 per month. The other gentle­
man who signed that famous petition
was one Hynes who was given the po­
sition of Custom? Officer at Kelli-
grews. Two loyal men and true. I
would like to ask the Prime Minister
why Mr. James J. McGrath was not
dismissed as well as all the rest of
the fancy fish inspectors. James flew
into the arms of the Prime Minister,
who said James thou shalt not be
without a job. I will take care of you
James for betraying the labor candi­
dates in the West End of St. John’s.
Go to Chaplin’s James and get a Cus­
tom’s uniform made with nice brass
buttons on it. and then depart for Pla-
centia and proceed aboard the yacht
Daisy. Now Mr. Cheeseman are you
going to stand for this fellow McGrath 
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being foiste.d on the West Coast in
your district. Wu; was not one of
those men at the Customs House, who
are tripping over one another there,
be put on this job if it was considered
necessary. Then again for being faith
ful to Richard Anderson one Foley is
poked into the Customs at a substan­
tial salary. I would also like to ask
the Prime Minister if the Advisor Gen­
eral of the Liberal Reform Party, Mr.
A. H. Salter, is going to be continued
in the public works department at
$1380. I suppose I will hear the story
from my friend Mr. Jennings. Now
I want to tell of a transaction how Mr.
Salter saved money for the Public
Works Department and I wish he was
here while I am telling it. A man
came to me last Fall and bought fish
at $9 a quintal, and then sold the
same fish to Mr. Salter for the Board
of Works at $11. That is how Mr. Sal­
ter is saving money for the govern­
ment and that is how he is re-organis-
Ing the department of Public Works.
This is the man who was going to save
untold money for the Colony and this
is the man who is responsible for the
taxing of the fishermen of the colony
to give him $1380 a year and for which
he gives about five minutes of his time
every day. Oh pardon me Mr. Chair­
man, Mr. Salter doesn’t have to go to
the department at all, he has a private
telephone connection, a la convenient,
and he does his business over tht.
phone with the Minister of Public
Works. This man Salter is paid $1380
a year for doing nothing except losing
money on the government and because
he is the closest friend that the Prem­
ier has got; whereas an unfortunate
civil servant drawing as low as $500
a year and with five or isix children to
support is going to have his pay cut.
Then we have the big hearted Minis­
ter of Posts and Telegraphs dismiss­
ing a little girl because her father vo­
ted for me. Now, as I said before, you
got to get back to pre-war rates and
conditions, but I do not agree with 

the principle of starting in to cut
down the smaller paid officials. Begin
at home first and cut down the Minis­
ters salaries, if you are serious about
the matter, and cut the salaries of
every member in this House.

And any man who cannot afford to
spend his time here, he had better
stay somewhere else. In 1921 you have
added on to the fishermen of the Col­
ony an interest account of four hun­
dred and twenty-two thousand dollars
which can never be removed. Four
hundred and twenty-two thousand dol­
lars and then you are forced to tax
them, again on flour. In the past in
my imagination I can see the bands
playing for Mr. Coaker when he ar­
rives at Port Union, a horse and car­
riage with five hundred men drawn
around it saying to him, "Well done
thou good and faithful servant.” I
can see the Advocate full of the glori­
ous news, but never again will that
happen. The story will be this to you
the next time. "Weighed in the bal­
ance and found wanting.”

Now we have three million dollars
gone up, I was going to say West and
perhaps it would be right because it
is the West End of the city, gone up­
on the railroad. In one Calendar year
three million dollars, cold dollars
squandered, and not one penny for the
Colony out of it. Oh, Mr. Chessman,
how can you stand it? I saw you ris­
ing last night to become a man. Don’t
let them fool you any longer, because
they have no more idea of construc­
tive policy, than I havq
■ THE PRIME MINISTER—Hear, hear

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Oh, no I was
going to say, than I have of going to
the Moon. What better proof do you
want to-night that Sir Richard Squires
is the most incompetent man who ever
sat in that Chair than the condition of
the country. Hear hear, how are you.

THE PRIME MINISTER—Yes, I am
right here.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You are, but
you w|11 fipt bo there very long, take 
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it from me not for very long. The pres­
ent Prime Minister is the most inca
pable Prime Minister that ever the
Colony had, and the Colony and the
crowd who helped to put him there,
realise that inoi e fully to-night than
ever I did. If Sir, you had had your
country’s interest at heart or on your
mind at all, you would not have gone-
to London and stayed there five
months after the speech you made
about the railroad, and allow that
three million dollars to be wasted as
it has been. If you had one drop of
blood loyal to Newfoundland you
would not have done it. You went
there at a time when you were not
needed, when the Minister of Justice
was there, when you should have tak­
en the care of Newfoundland on your
shoulders instead of funking it. That
is my answer to you for Hear, Hear.
Then the best answer you can get is
that this railroad policy in the past
year was never intended by the colony
or the House. You shirked your re­
sponsibilities and allowed other peo­
ple to handle them. I don’t hear you
say Hear, Hear to that.

Fellow countrymen. Here is your
Manifesto. Don’t call them that any
more. Say, "Bow down you slaves,
bow down. No man in this House
knows better than" Mr. Coaker, no odds
what he may say or think, he knows
that you have no more constructive
policy in your make-up than the man
in the Moon, and if he were to make
jin open confession to me to-night that
is what he would tell me. For Mr.
Coaker I have some sympathy left, he
did stick to his job, he did stay be
hind, and try to do something, but you
flew at the first opportunity you had.
The doors of this House were no soon
er closed than you deserted the coun­
try. Mr. Coaker made mistakes and
bad ones, but he thought he was right,
but you hied away to London. For a
man who tries to do something and
fails you can have some respect, but
for the man who shirks his job, I have 

no respect for whatever. Now here
the other afternoon we were talking
about Trade Commissioners and sav­
ing money. Do I understand Mr. Coak
or that Mr. Devine is called home.

MR. COAKER—Yes, he is called
home.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Thank you. I
have nothing further to say except that
I don’t want him to be treated like
Mr. James J. McGrath, to whom when
you called him home you gave another
job.

Now we have forty rooms in there
and no money to pay for their upkeep.
That is efficient service alright. We
can’t put Tubercular patients in that
institution although we have a ward
vacant there. The, government to­
night has not enough money to fill it
up, and those suffering from tubercu­
losis have to remain outside. It was
a proposal and it ended there, and do
you not smile when you think how
you codded the thing? Not a thing
that you promised so seriously in your
Manifesto has been carried out. The
Reid system. Did w'e not double her
up in good shape the past twelve
months? Reids never began to take the
money from the colony that she has
lost under your management. Three
million dollars passed over to Reids
without hesitation and then we are told
of the people who are robbing the pub­
lic. Never was there an election that
someone did not try to make a buga­
boo of the Reid Nfld. Co. Why how
history repeats itself here. The rev­
enue is good. By jingo how true that
is about yourself, and you thought it
w'as the other fellow. You thought it
was for Sir Michael Cashin you were
writing when you were writing your
own obituary. Did not Mr. Coaker put
her at full speed ahead without a re­
verse gear at all? He did not hesitate
at all, he did not even change gears
he was in such a hurry to put her
where she is now, and to-day he is
bowed down with shame for his own
native country. You do not deny that 
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do you Mr. Coaker? You do not deny
that Newfoundland to-day is in a help­
less mess. She will never come back
again to herself. There are a crowd
of people going around who say,
Newfoundland has been in deep waters
before, but if they thought for one
minute, they would realise that this
is the storm that wrecks her, a total
wreck. In the days of her hard times
before there was no great demand for
a big revenue to meet her expenses
and she had not fifty million dollars
of a debt around her neck. Never be­
fore did she spend eight million dol.
lars in eighteen months, and she has
no more chance of coming back to nor
mal than I have of flying. There is
only one hope and that is what not
man has the nerve to do. Wouldn't
the Prime Minister like me to tell him
what? I won’t. At the present time
she is in a rut and she cannot come
out of it until stronger men than the
present government are in control,
stronger men than those who have
been running her on the rocks for the
past eighteen months.

Postal Telegraph Service. Great
service up there. Mr..............................
from Brigus sent me a message as he
was leaving there. The message ar­
rived at twelve thirty at my office, and
so did he. Make a note of that Mr.
Halfyard and look into it. That is the
improvement of the Liberal Reform
Government.

Agriculture. I think in Supplement­
al Supply outside a vote last year of
fifty thousand dollars there was forty-
five thousand dollars for Agriculture,
and what have wo got for it. I have
a package of papers down in my of­
fice with a lot of pedigrees. The man
from Prince Edward’s Island the bos­
om friend of the Prime Minister, if he
had been against him in politics he
would be the worst in the world, has
cost the colony in Supplemental Sup-
nly forty-twro thousand dollars. Eigh­
ty-seven thousand dollars to send Dr.
Campbell to Toronto to bring down a 

stock of cattle here in the West End
some of which are utterly useless to
the country and some more very good,
but the best thing to do to save tax­
ation is to give this stock away, bee
cause it will only mean another heavy
bill next year. We are going to have
a model farm, and as my colleague
Mr. Walsh says we got down from P.
E. I. and Toronto cattle with ribbons
on them. Eighty-seven thousand dol­
lars to get cattle with ribbons that ev
ery day are costing us a fortune. Send
them to the farmers to take them off
your hands and save the colony this
useless expenditure. Mr. Coaker has
made an effort to cut his department
down, and why Mr. Prime Minister
should this waste be permitted. But
you don’t mind, It is the colony’s mo­
ney. Why do you not cut out that use­
less department? and distribute the
stock to the farmers to keep for a cer­
tain time, who understand what is re­
quired Can you expect Dr. Campbell
to care what he does in Newfound­
land? He won’t care what happens,
like you ought to.

Prohibition. Bone Dry. She was go­
ing to be a Prohibition country and a
man then comes in here and talks pro
hibitlon, prints Cashin’s Script. What
a terrible fellow you were Sir Michael
to give that fellow that case; of whis­
key. What a frightful thing to do. Now
the man who had that script photo­
graphed and printed and sent forth to
the country comes in here with my
friend Mr. Jennings and tells us that
he expects to get a revenue of four
hundred and eighty thousand dollars
out of liquor. No more closed bars,
the good old Controller has to open
up. It was a crime for the past gov­
ernment to give out a bottle or a case
but now with a Prohibition country.
Well, imagine a fellow in New York
read’’ng this. hears that Newfound
land is a prohibition country, and thei,
he picks up a newspaper, perhaps the
Star and finds that from liquor we are
expecting a revenue of four hundred 
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and eighty thousand dollars. He is
mystified. What a pitiful sight, when
.you have to come here and tell us
that you are going to charge enough
at the government bar to get that
amount, and then we will spend that
on Education. I think if you go back
to the old figures when we had open
saloons the total revenue then did not
exceed four hundred to four hundred
and fifty thousand dollars, but now
that she is bone dry we are going to
get four hundred and eights' thousand
dollars revenue. My old temperance
friend, I see nas departed from this
House to the Sneaker’s room to havt
a rest. He does not want to be told
about this. Mr. Jennings does not
want to be told that he has become
part and parcel of a saloon, but that

‘is what he has done, and we are gone
bone dry. Lovely.

The high cost of living. What is
the meaning of this book at all. How
can a man if be is honest read this
and remain a part of it? Mr. Targett
doesn’t like it.

MR. TARGETT—Yes, I do.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—He does not

like to hear the news that he is part
of a saloon. I can remember the time
when he was a true temperance ad­
vocate. Did you hear of it Mr. Half­
yard? the high cost of living. No, you
didn’t. You didn’t hear of the Reso­
lutions before you came here I won­
der does the Prime Minister ever
think of this thing? You can take this
up now and he tells of the cost of du­
ty on things imported into the coun
try, and to-night he comes in here
with a tax that you don’t know from
a Chinese Puzzle. You were going to
adjust this matter when you came in­
to power. Now you are taxing the
people another million and a half dol­
lars. Mr. Chessman are you going
back to tell old Burin what has hap­
pened, to tell the story of how the
Prime Minister played you false, how
ho has taxed the fisherman again. How 

can you stand it when you read this
thing.

MR. CHEESMaN—I never read it.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—How can you

go back with this on your conscience
and Mr. Foote who told them all he
was going to do for them, when a man
such as you stood here as you did and
told the Prime Minister that you
would not vote for those Resolutions
before the Chair, and forced him out­
side that door to fix them so you
wanted them fixed, not as you person­
ally wanted it, but as the fishermen of
your district wanted it, because you
are a true Newfoundlander. Are you
going back to youi’ people to tell them
that you are part and parcel of the
taxation that is grinding them down.
You never intended that that should
happen. You thought you had a man
who could run the ship of state, and
now you know as well as I do, that
he has made a hopeless mess of it. Do
not have it said by your children in
years to come that you were the man
in 1921 who downed Newfoundland
and sent her crawling to Canada. I
would rather take that desk by Mr.
Walsh. The Government will say if
we can keep men like Cheesman quiet
until, the House closes then we will
not bother with them any more. It
will be too late then. Don’t let them
fool you any more Prove yourself a
man, and show your country, that you
have a man’s spirit.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—“Be of good
cheer,” he goes on to say. Not in
the history of this country did you
meet such a crowd of people looking
for “be of good cheer,” and they have
looked in vain to the man who has
the reins of power. He can’t give

. them any cheer. He has proved him­
self absolutely unfit for the job. “Ral­
ly to my banner, the banner of the
Liberal-Reform Party.” They were
sturdy men then, but they are down­
hearted to-day. You have failed as
no other man in the history of the
country has failed. In his famous 
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manifesto he tells us that the day of
hunger and tyranny is over, but dur­
ing the last twelve months we have
passed through more hunger and ty­
ranny than in the quarter of a cen­
tury previous. He has interfered, with
the business of the country to the de­
triment of everybody in the country,
and to-day we find ourselves praci
tically into bankruptcy. “A body of
young Newfoundlanders,” he says,
“will be given a chance.” She hasn’t
taken a course since she left. She
has been drifting on a lee shore for
the past eighteen months. And then
he goes on—"The sturdy sons of
oak.” Mr. Chairman, the sturdy sons
of oak, Sir, are sitting on your left,
and I tell you candidly I don’t want
to see any more oak in this country.
I hope she will never be touched
again as she has been bled during
the past twelve months. I hope she
will never again be placed in charge
of a man who knows nothing of the
business of the country.

Now we are told that on the 30th
of this month that if the Govern­
ment does not run the railroad she
will go into the hands of a receiver.
I would like to say to the Prime Min­
ister, think over that plan carefully.
This country cannot stand another
new financial wreck, but I might say
as Mr. MacDonnell has said, “If she
is going to be a wreck put a deck
load on her,” but the only thing is
she will not be insured with Lloyds.

I am not finished at all. As the
various votes come up I will have
more to say.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Chairman,
I have been listening to the remarks
cf the last speaker, and have noticed
members on both sides of the House
smiling in spite of the seriousness of
his remarks but I might tell you that
the district I just came from is not,
smiling. I have not been in this
House for a number of days. I have
been in my district trying to over­

come the terrible condition that ex­
ists, and I want to say now that while
we are here in this House; as we
have been for some months—talking
from one side to the other and doing
nothing to help the people of the coun­
try the country is drifting to abso­
lute destruction. I have met people
during the past week when addressing
various public meetings who show in
their faces unmistakable signs of ex­
treme poverty.

The Government has tackled thq
supply question. I am confronted ev­
ery day with the matter of supplies.
Everybody is looking for supplies.
If the Government wanted to help out
the fishermen of the country why
did they not go about it in a better
way? The amount of supplies that
the Government has placed at my dis­
posal is only enough to make a de­
ceiver out of me and I decline to be
a liar for any institution. Now Mr.
Chairman I have been out of my place
in this House for several days dealing
especially with the district. As Har­
bour Grace knows I have done the
very best that I could under the cir­
cumstances. This is not a solution
and I cannot find that the Govern­
ment has any constructive policy to
lead us out of the difficulty. It is not
proper that we should be here talk­
ing at one another to no effect while
the country is drifting to ruin. I am
only a young plan in the House and
if I made any mistakes allowance will
be made for it But I want to say now
that I am not going to stay with any­
body who is not big enough to rise
above party politics and handle this
situation irrespective of party dif­
ferences. In the early part of this
session 1 heard Sir John Crosbie say
that the great enemy of the country
to-day is Mr. Hawes. The Hon. Mr.
Coaker agreed to the same opinion.
Coming from these two experienced
men there must be some truth in it.
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Why then have we not pursued some
policy to rid the country of this men­
ace. We go ahead and supply for
the catch and make no attempt to
create a new and safe channel for
its disposal are we merely building a
fools paradise for the fishermen to
live in a few short months.

I have had personally to stand for
a lot of things. A number of men in
my district have as high as one hun­
dred quintals of fish in their stages
unsold. I knew nothing of the Gov­
ernment buying fish last fall. I heard
it hinted and mentioned it to a mem­
ber of the Executive Government, he
said I could not listen to all I heard.
You can’t go on fooling people that
way. I decline to ge fooled by any­
body. All the people must be treat­
ed alike. I have their complaints di­
rect to the House. One time a pro­
test was made because their wages
Were cut from $3.30 to $2.50. Now
these people were serious and they
were reasonable, and if they had some­
body strong enough to get up and ex­
plain the situation of the country to
them, if they had been told that peo­
ple all over the country were in de­
stitution and want, they would have
been willing to accept the $2.50. They
would have understood the situation.
But instead of that you try to fool
them.

I do not know whether there is any­
body in this House who has a solu­
tion for the situation. I might say as
a member of the Government I know
of no scheme. If there is anybody in
this House or out of it who can come
forward with a solution he will have
my support. I do not want to be a
party to sitting here and doing noth­
ing for the country.

Now, Sir, coming back to Harbour
Grace District. I want to say to the
people of Harbour Grace District
through the reporters’ box, that I ap­
preciate their confidence in me; and
I want to say further that I am not 

going to stay here another minute un­
til I see some proposal brought in to
solve the situation. I know of many
hungry men in my district and I want
to tell them that I have spent all my
energy on them. Nothing real and
lasting is being done for them. You
can t feed this country on poor re­
lief. It is merely throwing dust into
the eyes of the people. Something
better, something bigger must be done
and I am for the man who can come
forward and save the country. Look
at the situation with respect to Bell
Island. We have had a bill on the
Order paper for several weeks, and it
has been deferred, deferred, deferred.
Nothing v. hatever is done to overcome
the situation so that the people can
get steady employment. I do not
know whether that thing is hamper­
ing the companies in their operations
or not But no effort is being made to
get this great industry going. This
operation is the very life of the peo­
ple of my district and Conception Bay
generally.

The situation is serious, but I do
not think it is hopeless. I know of
dollars and dollars that can be saved.
For instance why is not that vote for
the Agricultural Department cut out
altogether at least for the present.
We have made mistakes, I have made
mistakes. I supported the Fish Re­
gulations last year and I did it sin­
cerely. I voted for the Regulations,
and the way I understood it was that
it was subject to the Governor-in-
Council. Now, Sir, if that is true,
when we came to the point that we
wore losing consumption the Regula­
tions they should then have been
atamped out. There is where the
blame is on the Executive Govern­
ment. All losses made through thq
regulations are therefore due to the
Executive Government, and the point
is this that I have no confidence that
after the House is prorogued the ex­
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ecutive Government will not go on
doing the same kind of things. I know
that some of the members of the Ex­
ecutive Government will admit mis­
takes, but what guarantee have I that
they will not make the same mistakes
this year.

These vital things could not ba
tampered with as they are if we had
a strong and active public opinion.
Unfortunately this is not so but nev­
ertheless I take the liberty to express
my opinion and will back it by my
actions. Opinion is not lacking but it
does not get a fair opportunity to
act and thus regulate the action or
inaction of governments. I am not
prepared to wait for actual ruination
but will place myself in the hands of
the people so that they may use me
to express themselves in time to save
the country from absolute bankruptcy.

I heard Mr. Coaker, in the first of
the session appeal strongly for a co­
alition Government. I do not believe
that he was appealing for every man
on the other side. There are some
who have no more experience than
many members over here. I do not
believe for one moment that he made
an appeal to the entire Opposition;
but he appealed to certain men on
the Opposition side whom he thought
were men of ripe experience, if I
understood his language correctly, for
a coalition. With this I concurred
and I believe all thinking men will
agree that the situation confronting
Newfoundland to-day demands that
party politics should be cut out and
a united effort made to bring the
country back to prosperity. In place
of this the Government persists in
the destructive policy of increased
taxation with the result that even the
experienced business men of Water
Street of the very best houses, are
thrown into a state of chaos not hav­
ing confidence enough to go ahead
with their purchases. As far as I am
personally concerned, I have tried 

to think out the best plan to help the
present situation, because I am con­
vinced and I am absolutely confident
that with the present doings and with
no more before us than we have in the
way ol policy to pick up the country
again that we will soon meet collapse
and destruction, and, as a Newfound­
lander, I do not want a seat in such
a Government. Now, Sir, in a word
here is my position. I want to fell
you straight that I am putting New­
foundland ahead of everything else.
My hands are absolutely clean, al­
though I do not pretend to perfection,
and there is not a single man on eith­
er side of the House can say differ­
ently. I am standing on my feet to­
night as a Newfoundlander for New­
foundland. My position plainly is this

1 am not joining the Opposition be­
cause the Opposition have not come
out and taken a stand that I could de­
pend on nor have the actions of the
Government been such that 1 can de­
pend on them. I intend to take my
own stand, which is in the centre of
this House, until some man or men
whether he or they be from the Gov­
ernment the Opposition or outside the
House, is big enough, cold enough
and strong enough to stand out pro­
minently and try and evolve some
scheme or some policy that will be
the means of saving this country from
destruction—even though I know the
problem is going to be a hard one —
and the man or the Party who are
prepared to do that, I am with them.
I want to be straight and fair with
the Government and everybody else.
I have played the Government
straight and fair as best I knew how;
but to be honest and conscientious in
dealing with our country's affairs I
have to admit that I do not up to the
present moment, know of a Govern­
ment policy calculated to bring this
countiy out of its present deplorable
condition. Consequently, I am not
able to be a party to the present ad­
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ministration any longer. I may say
that I have also done my very best
for the District of Harbour Grace,
which District I have the honour to
represent in this House, and I am not
afraid to trust my future in the hands
of my constituents from Bay Roberts
to Hr. Grace for an election at twen­
ty-four hours notice. Some may be
inclined to think that I am talking
from a political standpoint, well I
would like to disabuse their minds of
any such opinion. I have played the
game fair, square and right in my
own best judgment. I want to tell
both the Government and the Opposi­
tion to-night, tii at I do not want to
be w >b tiie Opposition side or the
Governn.ent side: 1 nt I will be on the
side that can show me how this ccun-
tr. can be saved. Until then I am
going !i, ake an independent attitude
and take my chancts I want every
man <n the country to understand my
position clearly and correctly.

With these remarks, Mr. Chairman,
I must again repeat that to the first
man who will come out with a de­
finite program that will tend for the
betterment and the uplifting of this
country and its people, I will give my
undivided support.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman, I am sure that we all
feel glad to-night on hearing the views
expressed by Mr. Archibald in con­
nection with the situation respecting
the district of Harbour Grace. He has
not had the benefit of attending here
very often during the session and not
at all of attending any party meet­
ings, except on one or two occasions,
because of the responsibilities of his
district having kept him among his
constituents. I entirely agree with
his views that at this time, the pro­
per place for him or any other out-
port member is in his constituency,
rather than listening to the debates in
the House of Assembly. There arq
many district matters and certainly a 

multitude of detail matter which
would be more satisfactorily handled
to the distreits, to the country and to
the people as a whole, if the repre­
sentatives for the various other out-
port constituencies had the oppor­
tunity of being in their constituencies
Instead of in their seats in the House
of Assembly. That does not apply
primarily to the districts of St. John’s
East and West, or to Hr. Main, which
is so near to St. John’s; but to the
other districts, particularly to those
districts represented by Government
members. It has been a hardship to
the Government, as a number of our
men have found it impossible to at­
tend this session of the Legislature
with any degree of regularity. Mr.
Goss, member for Hr. Grace, has been
absent for some days; Mr. Small,.
member for Burgeo and LaPoile, has
been absent for a considerable time
and there are other representatives,
who are attending this Legislative
session daily' and who should have
been in their constituencies long ago.
The particular section of Hr. Grace
district to which Mr. Archibald re­
fers is one that is not a fishing com­
munity. It is not interested chiefly
in fishing, and, therefore, is not pri­
vileged in availing of the guarantee
with which some districts are identi­
fied; but is interested and dependent
on labor in connection with fishing.
A very large portion of the people of
Hr. Grace depend on work at Bell Is­
land and other such miscellaneous
form of employment. Numbers of
men go to Sydney and to the United
States and Canada. The curtailment
that has taken in those centres has
created a labor situation in the dis­
trict of Hr. Grace which will be very
difficult to face. The curtailment of
operations at Bell Island has not
alone affected seriously that constitu­
ency, but it has seriously affected
other constituencies, particularly dis­
tricts of Hr. Main, Carbonear and Bay 
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de Verde and all those districts have
similar problems to face in regard to
labor more severe than districts in
more extern sections of the Island
where fishing is supreme. To a more
considerable extent the district of
Twillingate Is involved in the ques­
tion of labor in that the closing of the
Grand Falls plant had the effect of
throwing out of employment a very
large number of men. Thus the labor
problem is one added to the fishing
problem. And while there has been
no substantial solution of the fishing
problem and while the labor problem
generally has been somewhat reliev­
ed by a vote from this Legislature a
few weeks ago of five hundred thou­
sand dollars, I think that, if the vari-.
ous members had been able to be in
their own constituencies, instead of
being here, and be in a position to
give their own personal attention to
these matters, both these problems;
would be in a far more advanced
stage of solution than they are to-dayi
The advantage of having an expres­
sion of opinion from Mr. Archibald in
connection with public affairs in thia
House has not been the advantage of
the Governments’ at any of our par­
ty meetings, because, as I have al­
ready stated, the responsibilities of
attending to his district matters werq
of primary importance. The fact that
he has given considerable attention
to Hr. Grace district—as to my own
knowledge he has handled with mark­
ed success many situations in connec­
tion with relief to the poor and in
connection with fishery matters—is a
matter of general knowledge. The
fact that Mr. Archibald has taken the
intermediary position of an independ­
ent seat in this House is one that may
add materially to and for the bene­
fit of debate. His views in connection
with debate will, I feel sure be en­
tirely from an independent standpoint
in connection with our public affairs
in so far as it will lend to the clarity 

of debate and in sb far as it will in a
general way be helpful to the Govern­
ment of the community. As pointed
out by Mr. Archibald during the
course of his speech we as a Govern­
ment, had to listen a great deal to the
multitude of attacks made upon us
by the Opposition at this present ses­
sion, attacks which we, not as a Gov­
ernment. replied to. We have been
here day after day, and with many
evenings thrown in, considering the
various problems as they came up
and listening to all sorts of criticisms,
some helpful, some constructive and
some with a tendency towards de­
struction; but any additional views
which my hon. friend from Hr. Grace
will have the opportunity of advanc­
ing and any additional light he can
throw on the problems that are con­
fronting us will be very happily and
very gladly received by this adminis­
tration just as the views expressed by
my hon. friends opposite from time
to time have undoubtedly tended to
clear the atmosphere of the whole
House. The Legislature is where Leg­
islators represent the entire people of
the Island of Newfoundland. From
to-night we have to forget the divis­
ion line of party politics, because as
Mr Archibald has pointed, out and as
has been pointed out on many occas­
ions before from both sides of the
House, there are other questions and
other problems far and away beyond
the question of mere political affili-
ations. The Opposition, as His ‘Ma­
jesty’s loyal Opposition, throws in
their best effort and are supposed and
bound by their privileges and pre­
rogatives so to do in the best inter­
ests of the community; also is it the
duty of the Government to throw in
theirs, and I know it will be thq
privilege and prerogative of Mr. Arch­
ibald to do likewise and I know it will
be done by him, so that when legisla­
tion of a vitally important nature is 
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dealt with in this House, the result is
not merely the result of the actions of
the Opposition or the Government or
the actions of any independent mem­
tar, but is the result of the combined
actions of the combined legislature
when legislation is passed unanimous'
ly, as was illustrated at the last ses­
sion of the Legislature when the Fish
Regulations were under discussion.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Excuse me.
I was not present. If I had been here
I would have protested against them.

• HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
And if you had been present you
would have voted against them. You
were absent for a couple of days at
the time in connection with other
matters. Other policies have come be.
fore this House and were voted up­
on without any division; thus the pro­
gram which goes on our Statute
Book is the result of the combined
effort of all the legislators, whether
they be passed by a division of the
House or by an unanimous vote. Con­
sequently, the Government welcomes
any suggestions Mr. Archibald has
to make in connection with the con­
duct of the business of the House re­
specting the various matters that will
come before us from time to time. I
know that he will do his utmost in the
interests of his constituents at Hr.
Grace, a constituency that I am per­
sonally identified with and a town
that I know better and have reason to
know better than any other town,
because it is my birthplace.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—J
move that the Committee rise and re­
port progress and ask leave to sit
again to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Chairman,
in seconding the Prime Minister's mo­
tion I would like to say a few words,
in view of what has transpired this
.evening. It it refreshing once'in a
while to run against an independent
man. There is nothing like it, wheth­
er he be rich or poor, or whether he 

be a member of this House or an or­
dinary laboring man. Independence is
one of the best things that any man
can possess. I am Indeed glad to­
night to be able to congratulate Mr.
Archibald on the stand he has taken,
but before going any further I would
like to take him back to eighteen
months ago in this House. When I
was a part of the Government nearly
two years ago, and after we were de­
feated at the polls, I will now ask the
member for Hr. Grace if we did not
hand over to the present Government
an independent Colony, independent)
in every respect and an independence
that could not be criticised sincere­
ly by any member in this House? I
would like to point out to Mr. Archi­
bald that we handed over to the pre­
sent Government practically four mil­
lions of dollars after a term of ten or
twelve years of office. We handed
over the Government because we were
defeated at the polls by false cries
and false statements, as demonstrated
here to-night in that Manifesto of the
Prime Minister’s. To-night instead
of this Colony being independent she
is insolvent. The proof of that is the
attitude taken by the hon. member for.
Hr. Grace. Now, if we are crying
from the house tops as some people
say we are, are we not telling the
truth? Who has denied the statements
made from this side of the House ev­
er since this session opened? On thq
back of that where has the policy of
the present Government landed New­
foundland to-night? You, I mean the
Prime Minister and his associates, de­
stroyed that four million that we left
you during the past eighteen months
and in addition to that you took an­
other six millions and spent it, and
what have you got to show for it?
This young man claims he was inno­
cent of what was going on. No doubt
he was. He believed in that Mani­
festo when he preached it to the peo­
ple in Hr. Grace eighteen months ago.
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To-night he has left that party be­
cause he was deceived and because
he is independent. Other men on thq
Government side are thinking the
same way, but they are without inde­
pendence. That party would not bo
in existence to-day, if the men on the
other side were independent. Your
colleagues have deceived you, Mr,
Archibald. One of them is in his seat
to-night: the other is absent. I wish
Mr. Archibald, your colleague, Mr.
Gosse was present to-night. Do you
know Sir, that Mr. Gosse took the pub-,
lie moneys of this Colony and put it
in his hip pocket for the fish that is
now rotten? Do you know Mr. Archly
bald that Mr. Gosse took his sessional
pay on the opening of this Legisla­
ture? If you do not know already, I
will tell you one of the last acts that
he did. He went and took a load of
that Government salt that is now ly­
ing in the harbor and took it entirely
•>n credit and then hiked it off for
the Labrador. What are the fishermen
of the country going to do about this?
Is not this the Member who talked so
much during the early days of the
session about his independence? Now,
Mr. Chairman, I am as independent as
any man in this House to-night and
I feel proud of the position that I oc­
cupy; no slur can be thrown to this
side of the House by anybody in the
Government. Did we not hand over
the Government of Newfoundland in a
perfectly sound condition financially
eighteen months ago? And did not the
Prime Minister raise a loan of six
million dollars recently? He got that
money under false pretences. He did
not get it on his own financial state­
ment; but he got it on our financial
statement. The Government to-night
is in under a cloud. What independ­
ent man could sit on the Government
side in the light of the information
that we have dragged out of you? By
your mad fish policy thousands and
millions of dollars have been lost am} 

business men have been ruined with
impunity. I have pointed out time
and again within the past eighteen
months what independent men are in
the Government ranks. Instead of
carrying out the policy that they
preached to the people;' the Govern­
ment betrayed the trust' placed in
them and they are reaping the whirl­
wind to-night. If the gentlemen re­
presenting the other districts in the
Government were as independent as
Mr. Archibald, where would the Gov­
ernment be to-night, Sir? But the men
on the other side of the House are
not independent. They are paid to
hold their seats in this House. They
are already sworn to do one thing and
they come in here and take an oath
to do another. They are led by the
nose by one man. And as a matter
of fact this country is to-day led by
the nose by one man and has been led
by the nose by nim for the past eigh­
teen months or so. I take no blame
for the position that the country is in
to-night. I am sorry to the heart that
she is in that unhappy position, but I
am like Mr. Archibald, I am looking
for the Messiah to come and take her
out of that dark position, although I
doubt if she can be taken out by the
present administration. Look at the
latest move on the part of the govern­
ment, Mr. Chairman. They are trying
to rush through the business of this
House under suspended rules and
then when the House is closed repeat
the dose that they administered to the
country last year in connection with
the railway when they denounced ev­
erything respecting it in all its moods
and tenses and when you went away
what happened? Did not the man you
left in charge of our public affairs, af­
ter you left on your picnic trip abroad,
take three million dollars of the sur­
plus .that we left behind us? Still to­
night you are trying to put the bar
on the House to keep out the people.
Now what are you going to do with 
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the railroad, as alluded to by Mr. Ar­
chibald? The Minister of Marine and
Fisheries cannot tell us nor can he
suggest a way to take Newfoundland
out of the rut that he and his gang put
her in. Do not blame us Mr. Archi­
bald for the unfortunate and bankrupt
condition that the country is in, be­
cause we handed over an independent
colbny with lots of money in the chest
provided for a rainy day and the gov­
ernment have destroyed all that and
twice as much more, it will be found,
by the time all their bills are paid.
The government have spent from 13 to
14 millions of dollars within the past
twelve months. That is the position
to-night. There is only one indepen­
dent man on the government side to­
night. To go back to the fish busin­
ess again and what led up to it is a
very long story and would take me un­
til daylight to tell it properly. We did
agree to give them a trial like Mr.
Archibald did, but when we found that
they were destroying Newfoundland
was it not the duty of the Governor-in-
Council to suspend them? That was
the promise that was made to us in
this House last year when we support­
ed them. But still they were kept in
existence and the whole country gen­
erally was ruined as a result. The
other day I put a question on the Or­
der Paper, namely, to ask the Prime
Minister who took off the regulations
and by whose orders? So far I have
not received the answer. And then
we heard the Hon. Minister say when
he came back that he believed in the
regulations. No one believed he did,
but he said it to get the support of
those who are leading him by the
nose. I sympathise with you because
you have been led astray. The Hon.
Prime Minister sits with his finger in
his mouth but does not show the way
out. Neither does the Hon. Minister
of1 Marine. They- have brought us to
ruin. Fish that cost us $10 to get out
of the water, is down to $4 or $5 a qtl.
Take the railway or any industry you 

like.—Grand Falls, Belli Island—they
are all, going to put up their shutters
Here we are drifting along and putt­
ing off the evil day, but there must be
an end to it. The Estimates are a lie
from start to finish. The first vote of
$300,000 is below what it ought to be
and the fisherman will be called on to
pay it. Everything else is in propor­
tion. You are asking for 9 millions
and you will never get six—how can
you get it, from people who are gett­
ing pauper relief. As Mr. Archibald
says, bar up the House and ask the
people to come in who will do some­
thing. We want Newfoundland, but
not the government. Go to the Gov­
ernor and say, here is the country, put
you would do if you had the same in-
whom you like in charge. That’s what
dependent spirit as the man in the cen
tre of the House. If your case be’
good the people will return you to
power. But as 1 said before you have
no proposition to put to the country.
You are short 10 millions which you
spent over the revenue, and when are
you going to end up. Get up now when
I sit down and tell the outside people
Many may not hear it as there are no
papers now, but tell us here as asked
by Mr. Archibald. I do not want his
or anyone else’s support, but if I am
doing my duty he will support me.
That is the position I hold in this
House and that is the position I will
hold till I leave it for good.

MR. BENNETT—This matter is so
important, Mr. Chairman, that I think
I will make a few observations. I think
that Mr. Archibald has demonstrated
to this house and the country that he
possesses a mind of his own, that his
opinion is untrammelled or influenced
by any man or organization when it
comes to the independence of the coun
try. I congratulate him as man to
man. Since the opening day I have
deplored the lack of spirit shown in
this chamber and I have deplored the
fact that we have not heard from the
other side an expression from the oth­
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er side as to what was their policy to
meet the situation. We have been as
one crying in the wilderness, but
there has not been one word from the
Hon. Prime Minister or the humblest
member of the Government as to what
is to be done to save the country. I
stated before that the case is not hope
less and I believe the country could
still be saved if we had the right men
in charge. She. can be taken off the
rocks, docked and repaired and set
afloat on the sea of prosperity again
if we have the economy and business­
like administration to bring about that
result. I agree with Sir M. P. ,Cashin,
and I was one of those who left the
exchequer full as it never was before,
that it was left so with a purpose. Two
years before, we had surplus revenues
and we might have had no object but
our own aggrandizement. We could
have made ourselves solid with the
people. But we said the war is over
and trying conditions will be in that
it will need money to meet and we de­
cided to hoard every dollar for the
rainy day. That was the situation
when we handed over the government
on the 15th of November 1919. We
hoped for great, things from the young
man taking up the reins of power and
T congratulated him and promised him
my support in everything he might in­
troduce for the betterment and the
furtherance of Newfoundland. But
what is the effect of the election o,
this administration to power? As I
nointed out it is an absolute travesty
on responsible government for the
Hon. Prime Minister to try to do the
work of five departments, the Prime
Minister’s, the Colonial Secretary, Ag­
riculture and Mines, Militia and Fi­
nance. and then to expect efficiency,
energetic tho.ugn he is. The country
is bleeding as a result and the Budget
is a monument o: disgrace. It is not
a Budget but a cony of last year’s tar­
iff with 25 per cent, tacked on to ev­
erything. No attempt was made to
delve into affairs and see to the alter­

ed conditions after the war. And that
.was the first setback since these peo­
ple came into power. The only avenue
of success for us in getting light on
affairs was to, ask questions daily and
•by that means we opened the eyes of
the public as to what was on and they
realized it. We have a demonstration
of this here to-night when the repre­
sentative of one of the most important
districts says that he and the people
of that district are not satisfied. The
government has no policy for the sal­
vation of Newfoundland, and I say
that they are incapable of carrying
along with any hope of success be­
cause of their inefficiency and extra­
vagance during their tenure of office.
I am told that things are done with
the best intentions; we knew that they
would turn out wrong, but forsooth
they were done with the best inten­
tions. The railroad has gone to Hell
like everything else. That’s how we
are going to peridition unless some­
thing is dorie to meet the present ap­
palling situation. As the months go
by it will be worse and worse, and it
is absurd to think we can go on with
the fall and winter before us, with
this present policy of drift. It cannot
longer be allowed. It was the inten­
tion to close the House as quick as
possible and the Hon. Prime Minister
attempted to suspend the Rules while
most of the important legislation had
not yet been touched. The honorable
members of the Opposition have not
allowed this procedure, as it is im­
proper to railroad legislation that may
have the effect of damning Newfound­
land for ever, or of saving her from
the consequences which face us tl-
night. What we want is unity—the
bouse divided against itself must
fall; the country is looking to us to do
the right thing by them. I am a New­
foundlander first and foremost, and 1
consider the country first and the par­
tv next, and I join hands with Mr.
Archibald in the stand he has taken.
The man who would not do so is not 
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fit to sit in this House or to bring us
out of the sloqijh of despair into
which we are drifting. What differ­
ence is it to the people who are on the
government, whether they are from
this shore or that, as long as their
rights are safeguarded and well-ad­
ministered. But that can only be done
when they say it is time for us to
arise and stand by ourselves. Go home
to-night and decide. If Mr. Archibald
goes home and comes back to-morrow
and sits on the government side the
responsibility will be on himself. So
long as there is a government that the
people can look to, and be satisfied
that everything is being done for the
best, so long will we have prosperity
in the country. But when they lose
trust, when their money is squander­
ed and poured out like water, when
enough officials to employ could not be
found, and when we have a dozen
training abroad for. something we can­
not afford for a dozen years, I say
recall every one of them. As pointed
out by Mr. Archibald we can do with­
out the Model Farm, but open the Sa-
nitorium, and put the sick in there.
Again we have the workmen at the
Bar of the House pleading for employ
ment. Their pay is being reduced.
, HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
There is regular pay for East and
West.

MR. BENNETT—While their pay is
being reduced, taxes are piling up
and how can they pay whale they
can’t get work. As pointed out by mj
friend a dole is being given out all ov­
er the country while big salaries that
are unnecessary are being carried on
which shows a lack of appreciation of
the real situation. I hope that your
act Mr. Archibald, will mean the dawn
of a new era, will blaze the trail and
hand your name down to posterity.
You are a young man and your action
shows you are not ashamed to Stand
for Newfoundland. Should a party
arise that will be endorsed by the coun
try, then a happier day will dawn for 

her. All through the session I have.
tried to bring home to the House the
fact that there is an absolute division
here and that a house divided against
itself cannot stand. We must have
a government with experience and
knowledge on the part of its members
to get out of the present difficulties
and with such I believe the country
can still be. saved and put on the road
to prosperity.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would like
to say one word, Mr. Chairman, and
congratulate Mr. Archibald, the repre­
sentative from Harbor Grace. I felt
that if from no other section, Concep­
tion Bay would produce the man to
take the stand that he did. I am proud
to say that I come from the same
place. You, Sir, in a manly way have
told the Hon. Prime Minister of your
position and appealed to him to save
the country. Imagine the member for
Hr. Grace, Mr. Chairman, having to
relate the starving conditions in his
district, the like of which we have not
seen and know nothing about. Mr.
Archibald was in his district and lost
the advantage of being at party meet­
ings as the Hon. Prime Minister has
said. He was doing his best for his
district. All the members represent­
ing the F. P. IT. should have been out
doing their bit in the same way, and
they can only blame the Hon. Prime
Minister for not opening the House in
January. They can only blame the
man who was not ready with the leg­
islation and the Hon. Minister of Fish­
eries whose, absence from the country
did not permit the opening of the
House. It could have been done with­
out him, and if it had been we would
be out of the trouble to-day. Mr. Ar­
chibald will go down in history as a
man who possessed of independent
snir’t took his seat in the centre of the
House for the interest of Newfound­
land, and I believe that Hon. Dr.
Barnes will be the next, and if the
Hon. Minister of Justice is not watch­
ed he will do so also. I told you that 
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it was written cn the wall, and you
have to get down to a practical plan.
Mr, Archibald pieads for a man to
lead the country as it is his birthplace.
He tells you that when the House clos
ed last year the Governor-in-Council
if they considered them wrong should
have wiped out th_e Fish Regulations. «
To-night we are up against the rocks
and Mr. Archibald has to use that in­
dependent spirit that is born in him.
That is the kind of man who will save
Newfoundland.

Now, Mr. Foote, I want to say to
you that you are a free, independent
man and you know that your country
is at stake and the sooner we get to­
gether and do something the better.
Mr. Bennett has said that the House is
divided against itself, but now we
have the spectacle of a man leaving
the Government, and putting his seat
in the middle of the House, and Mr.
Prime Minister, he has thereby prov­
en himself a better man than you, or
a better man than any in this House.
You, Mr. Archibald, have said that
Hawes was no asset to this country. I
stated that in 'this House last year,
and we heard the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries say the same thing here
since. Now, Mr. Speaker I’m getting
mixed in this thing; there are none of
us who know where we are. We have
heard Hawes denounced and still we
find Government fish going over to him
now to be sold. The Minister of Fish­
eries and I have agreed on the Hawes
business, and he knows that if he
sends this fish to Hawes now the lose
will be a heavy one, and the country
has to bear it. Mr. Archibald, you
have taken the first independent step
and lam proud of you as a Conception
Bay man, and I venture to say there
will be more seats where you have
moved yours before very long. One
leads, you know, and the others fol­
low.

MR. ARCHIBALD—Mr. Chairman. I
rise again to thank the Prime Minis­
ter sincerely for the kind things that 

he has just said of me, I feel sure
that I do not deserve the half of them.
However, with regard to the govern­
ment and my district, I wish to say
that I have done my best always, and
1 have always been sincere. In again
thanking the Prime Minister for his
kind expressions of me, I might say
that I have been forced to take an in­
dependent attitude because I am only
concerned with the pressing problems
that are before the country to-day, and
may I say to the district of Harbor
Grace through the reporters box, that
my moving into this independent seat
to-night is dom subject to the approv­
al or disapproval of the people of my
district. In taking this stand in the
best interests of the country general­
ly I am sincere, and I will hold this
seat independently until Harbor Grace
district asks me to vacate it, or till
some definite constructive policy is
evolved.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past Midnight

THURSDAY, June 16th, 1921.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress ar.d asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave
not’ce that he would on to-morrow
move the House into a Committee of
the Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions for the confirmation of an Agree
ment between the Government and
the. Pulp and Paper Corporation of
America.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to Indemnify the St. John’s Muni­
cipal Commission for Acts done in
connection with recent Public Works.”
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It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn un­
til this afternoon at three of the clock

Mr. MacDonne! 1 gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, June 17th’, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of Ques­
tion.

Mr. Bennett rave Notice of Question
Pursuant to notice and leave grant­

ed and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister the Bill entitled “An Act to
Indemnify the St John’s Municipal
Commission for Acts done in connec­
tion with recent Public Works” was
introduced and read a first time, and
it was ordered that it be read a secone
time on to-morrow.

MR. BENNETT -Mr. Speaker, with
your permission. .1 want to read a tel­
egram which I have received from Bay
Roberts.

“Ranger and Diana, bound to
Labrador, did not call at Bay Rob­
erts or Spaniard’s Bay. This is
unfair to Labrador planters and
suppliers, and a very strong feel­
ing prevails here as season is late,
and fishermen want equal chance
to secure berths, etc.”
That was sent me by a friend in

Bay Roberts, and I thought I would
bring it up and ask the Hon. Minis­
ter of Marine if he is aware that those
ports have been passed over.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—The Minister of Shipping will
answer that.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING—The
Ranger and Diana sailed a few days
ago. but it was found after they called
at Western Bay and Carbonear that
they were filled up, and it :wajs useless
to call at Hr. Grace and Bay Roberts.

The other ship was filled up at Cupids
and it was useless for her also to call
at Bay Roberts, Spaniard’s Bay or
Hr. Grace. The Seal was to leave yes­
terday, but was delayed by fog till to­
day. She is to call at Spaniard’s Bay
and Bay Roberts, and if not full will
go to Cupids, and other points in Con­
ception Bay. The Sagona on Monday
or Tuesday will call at all Conception
Bay ports from Hr. Main to Hr. Grace,
and will clean up all of them. She
will take in all the ports the others
are not able, to call at.

CAPT. LEWIS—I would like to ask
the Minister of Shipping the rate ok
the Sagona.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—A rate has
been arranged on the Sagona the same
as the Seal or Diana.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE—I
beg to table replies to questions 2, 3
and 4 of Sir M. P. Cashin of the 13th.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of ques­
tion (5).

Mr. Bennett gate notice of question
NOTICE OF MOTION.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—To
move that a Committee of the House
be appointed to consider the question
of the future operation of the Rail­
way.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—To move the House into Committee
of the Whole to consider certain Reso­
lutions regarding the branch railway
to Argentia.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I under­
stand the Chairman of the Railway
Commission will be in a position to
table a report from the Secretary dur­
ing the afternoon and ask that this
matter be deferred.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—To
ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled
"An Act to Indemnify the St. John’s
Municipal Commission for Acts done
in connection with recent Public
Works?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—This is
a bill to cover a technical claim for 
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having entered upon lands Irregular­
ly.

The Bill was read a first time.
HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE—To

move the House in to a Committee of
the Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions fdr the confirmation of an agree­
ment between the Government and the
Pulp and Paper Corporation of Amer­
ica.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I beg that
this motion be deferred.

MR. SULLIVAN—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries what em­
ployment, if any, he intends to give
the Statistical Clerk, whom he trans­
ferred from the Customs Department
to the Department of Marine and Fish­
eries to keep such statistics of fish
shipped under the Fishery Regula­
tions, which are now repealed, and to
inform this House, if the said Statisti­
cal Clerk is to be transferred back to
the Customs Department, and if not,
why not?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I beg to table the reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if any representations
have been made to the Government by
any parties here or outside with a
view to the building of steel ships In
the Colony and on a guarantee by the
Government, and if so what action it
any does the Government propose to
take in relation to the matter?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—No re­
presentations have been made to the
government as to the matter to which
this question relates.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the Government in­
tends to- take any steps to investigate
■the methods of the Banks doing bus­
iness in this Colony in view of criti­
cisms as to the manner in which they
operate and especially of his own crit­
icism of one of these Institutions a
few weeks ago in this House, which he
described as composed of Shylocks.
and does the Government propose to
take any action to establish the State

Bank advocated by the President of
the Fishermen’s Protective Union in
the last annual address to his organ­
ization?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—No steps
have been taken in this direction.
There is no intention to establish a
State Bank under present financial
conditions.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries if It is
correct that the salt brought here by
the steamer “Henrik Lund” was pur­
chased from a mine of which Mr. Geo.
Hawes is the owner and if so why;
also if the salt has been sold without
payment of any duty and if so why;
and also if it is correct that parties
purchasing this salt have been fur­
nished the same without check or tal­
ly being made by the Government re­
presentatives in charge of the deliv­
ery of the same?

MIN. OF SHIPPING—This question
should have been directed to my de­
partment as the cargo was disposed of
through it. As to the mine being
owned by Mr. Hawes, I am not con­
versant with his business and I do not
know. It was purchased through a
firm of brokers named Rolph.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Have you the
Bill of Lading?

MIN. OF SHIPPING—It is in my of­
fice. As to the purchasing of it Mr.
Piccott is looking after it with a staff
of checkers as it goes on board the
schooners. Salt is still on the free list

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Before getting
away from the question I would like
to ask if articles for Church purpos­
es are on the free list.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—At pres­
ent certain specific articles are on the
free list and refunds are given. This
was done illegally by the previous
government. We inte.nd to amend the
act sc as to get all in free.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Do I under­
stand you are going to make altera­
tions now.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Yes.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN—We want you
to lift the duty now as there are goods
on the Furness Withy boat that can­
not be got out. I think it is our du­
ty to do this in a business-like man­
ner and let the churches know.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—It will
be dealt with when we go into Ways
and Means. If application be made to
the Assistant Collector, Mr. LeMessui-
ier, the goods you refer to will be al­
right.
' SIR M. P. CASHIN—He has been re
ferred to, but he is overworked. There
is no reason why this should not be
dealt with.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. rhe
Prime Minister if the Government has
yet received the report from Mr. E.
Collishaw on the mission of himself
and Mr. John Devine to Washington,
in connection wi'h fishery matters,
and if not, when the government ex­
pects to receive the same: also if Mr
Collishaw has oeen paid any money
cn account of this service so far?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—There
has been no report from these gentle­
men and no claims have been put in.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Don’t you
think it is time them tn report.
They have been long enough back. It
has been pronounced by the Hon Min­
ister of Fisheries that they were sent
to Washington and would report when
they got back. We will probably find
that in a few weeks the House will
close and he will be paid without mak­
ing any report. There is no reason to
conceal it and you won’t while we are
here.
. SIR M. P. CASIIJN—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries, in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission if any report has yet been
received from the engineer in charge
of the coal boring operations at South
Branch with respect thereto, and how
long more is the work to be continu­
ed?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­

IES—I beg to table the reply to that
question.

SIR M. P.' CASHIN—Asked Hon.
the Min. of Marino & Fisheries in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission, if the Commission has
prepared or is preparing any report
on its operations of the railroad for
the twelve months which will end on
the 30th of this month, and if so when
will it be tabled, and if not why not?
Also if such a report has been pre­
pared will it contain any recommenda­
tions with regard to the future oper­
ation of the railroad based upon the
experience gained by the Commission
during the twelve months it has been
in office, and if not will he undertake
to have some such report or other ma­
terial prepared without delay, so as to
assist the. Legislature and the coun­
try to reach an understanding as to
the difficulty which surrounds the
railway problem and the best methods
of overcoming the same?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—-The report will be tabled in due
course, I have asked Mr. Hall for it.

MR. MacDONNELD—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Posts and Telegraphs to fur­
nish a comparative statement cover­
ing the past five years showing
(1) The number of officials in the

General Post Office at St. John’s,
and the duties performed by each,
giving name of each and date of
appointment.

(2) A statement ot the same kind re­
garding the mail clerks on trains
and steamers.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—The deputy
minister has been asked to have this
answer prepared. It may be tabled
before the House rises this afternoon.

MR. SULLIVAN—Asked the Minis­
ter of Shipping to lay on the table of
this House all the names of the dif­
ferent parties who received govern­
ment salt on credit from the govern­
ment, giving quantity supplied to each
and price charged. Also the names
of all parties who bought salt for cash 
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from the government and price paid
same.

THE MIN. OF SHIPPING—I beg to
say in reply to this question number
nine, that I have given instructions to
have this information prepared. I hope
to have it before the House rises to­
day.

MR. SULLIVAN—It is a simple mat­
ter.

THE MIN. OF SHIPPING—Yes, but
we are very busy at the office.

MR. SULLIVAN—How many thous­
ands of dollars roughly?

THE MIN. OF SHIPPING—I could
not say. We had little over nineteen
thousand of salt. Some was sold on a
four months note and some for cash.

MR. SULLIVAN—My reason for ask­
ing this question is that there was a
quantity given on a four month’s note.
We have been asking for the men of
our district till we arq sick. After
considerable agitation and after see­
ing the necessity j ou came to our as­
sistance and gave us ?50,000. But this
assistance has peen insufficient. Some
thing has got to be done for the peo­
ple of Placentia and St. Mary’s be­
cause day after day telegrams are com
ing in from the numerous men unable
to get supplies.

I would like the government to give
us a further fifteen thousand dollars.
If the government can give us that on
a four month’s note renewable and
chargeable on our district for the next
year or so matters would be all right.
That would be a better thing than giv­
ing out pauper relief. The other day
We received a telegram saying there
were fifteen families starving at Tre-
passey. It is the duty of the govern­
ment to see to it that those people are
looked after, and it is our duty to fight
for them and do what we can to pre­
rent any such conditions. I know the
government is faced with a very hard
proposition, but it knows something
has got to be done to provide for the
coming winter. I do not ask you to
give us any further pauper relief. Give 

us cash or a guarantee to the extent
of fifteen thousand dollars, so that we
can get the men to the fishery. This
is better even if you lose every cent
of the guarantee. What is the govern­
ment going to do? Are we to keep
continually drumming this into your
ears? Now is the time to do the ne­
cessary thing while this House is in
session. Let you outline some scheme
by an act of Parliament so that there
will be some employment when the
fishery is over. We can not answer
those appeals until we know your in­
tentions. When you came to our as­
sistance some weeks ago you knew
the conditions prevailing in the dis­
trict and we thank you for what you
did, but it is not enough. We are ap­
pealing to the government to stand
behind the people. Yesterday we had
a wire from Woody Island saying the
people there were starving. The Prime
Minister sent across to this side a
long letter he had intimating that a
lot of people from other parts of the
district, were in a very bad plight. The
magistrate would not have sent this
to the Prime Minister if it were not
true. It ought tc prompt the gov­
ernment to inform Mr. O’Reilly to give
the guarantee of one thousand to the
merchant, Mr. Devereaux, so that the
people may get to the fishery. The
people from Woody Island went to
the merchants of the Bay, but they
have gone the limit of the guarantee
so they could not get any further sup­
plies. The Minister of Justice knows
I am speaking the truth because he
sent down to my office yesterday a
message he had from Malcolm An­
drews of Baine Harbour saying the
people there were starving owing to
their inability to get supplies. We are
not going to let the people starve, and
we are going to use the main line
grants before thar point will be reach­
ed. Some action ought to be taken to
provide further help and unless the
government is prepared to do its best
■in the matter, I will always use my 
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utmost endeavours to place the con­
dition of the district before the gov­
ernment, and will do my best to ob­
struct every vote passing through this
House until the government is prepar­
ed to realise the hardships the people
of the district are up against.

MR. BENNETT -I want to avail of
this opportunity, and I consider it in
keeping with the object of the ques­
tion before the Chair, and this is a mat
ter of very serious import to the peo-.
pie of the whole Island and especial­
ly the fishermen of the country, it be­
ing with reference to kerosene and
gasolene. Through the courtesy of
the Prime Ministei the other day, I
was handed a copy of correspondence
which took place between the Imperial
Oil Company and the Colonial Secre­
tary in 1915. I was the occupant of
that office at the time. I know some
provision was made by the govern­
ment of the day to prevent the colo­
ny being entwined in the grasp of a
monopoly, as at the time there was
terrible extortion being practised up­
on the people of the country with re­
gard to the sale of a universal com-
mod'ty in the shape of kerosene and
gasolene. We have already heard the
contention whereby a private citizen
could import a small quantity of oil in
casks, and after paying ail expenses
even freight, and sell it at five cents
’"’S than tbe imnorted article as sold
bv the Standard Oil Company. This
’S a serious situation and I want the
government of the country to put
these companies in their places. There
has been a. big monopoly by those com
nanies, and the time has come when
some one ought to take this matter up
and bring these corporations to a re­
alisation of their responsibilities. The
communication I have is of date, June
17th. 1915, and : is signed on behalf
of the companies by Mr. C. O’N. Con­
roy. With the indulgence of the
House I will read because by so doing
the House will be in a better position
to judge the merits of the case (reads)

This part I want to place special em­
phasis namely (reads). The remaining
portion I will not weary the House
with. I want to bring out the under­
taking included in the last paragraph
When the government made that agree
ment with those companies it was
made with the full assurance that we
would be getting the article at five
and ten cents per gallon off the im­
ported article marketed in the ordin­
ary way. Lookmg over the customs
returns of last year there, were 2.020,-
000 gallons of kerosene oil, and 1,-
234,804 gallons of gasolene imported.
I am not aware whether last year
would be considered an average year
or not, but I would nut the average at
three and one-half millions of gallons
annually. It has been proven beyond
doubt that oil imnorted in small quan­
tities can be sold for five or ten cents
cheaper than the oil sold by those
tompanies. If that is so, these two
companies have robbed the people of
this country of 8200,000 per year, and
no attempt has been made to stop it.
Still we are told that the interests of
the fishermen are looked after. I say
this must stop and the Prime Minis­
ter should get in touch with Halifax
and enquire what it is sold there for,
and we should be getting it as cheap
here after making provision for
freight. These are the things that
should be looked after. It is appall­
ing to think that the fishermen are
being deprived annually of $300,000
by those corporations. This is what
we have to pay for the privilege for
looking across the harbour and seeing
two tanks built over there. The ar­
rangement was made with the object
in view that the oil should be sold
much cheaper than the imported ar­
ticle. I know they have to get a fair
profit. But they must no longer prac­
tise extortion upon the people of this
country. There must be an immense
saving in labour and cost of transpor­
tation because an oil tanker can come 
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down, and in tew hours pump out her
cargo into the tanks on the south side
No body ought to be able to compete
with them on that account. Then the
people here should get the advantage
of this agreement. I want to thank
the Prime Minister for having given
me this opportunity of reading this
correspondence. But those companies
ought to be made toe the mark.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will get
in touch with Halifax, Sydney and St.
John and get the various cost of this
commodity.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You will
remember a few days ago, when we
were in committee on ways and means
I drew the atteulion of the House to
this matter. There is no necessity to
wait till we get tnat evidence, but the
position is that over a year ago the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries came
in here with a proposition of getting
oil, and gasolene in wooden barrels
duty free. The reason being that they
could be used for the storage of cod
oil. There is no package so suitable
for cod oil as a kerosene or gasolene
barrel. I believed that was a good
proposition. If I want to import ten
thousand barrels of kerosene or gaso­
lene I can do so duty free, and sell it
much cheaper than those corporations.
During the last three days this cor­
poration put another cent on to the
cost of oil per gallon. Yet to come
back to oil barrels, we need fifty thou­
sand of them for cod oil, and to give
the fishermen a chance to get barrels
for their cod oil we induce them to
buy this oil in the casks duty free.
They are made of hardwood, and even
if we pay one dollar and fifty cents
for it, you are still getting it cheaper.
I cannot understand why the govern­
ment put duty on oil and gasolene.
Since the new tariff this company has
jumped the price per gallon one cent.
It is common information that oil can
be imported and sold six cents cheap­
er than that sold by this company.
This is a necessity to the fishermen, 

and God knows they are taxed enough
at the present time. The change may
be made because those companies are
owed money, and they are now allow­
ed to increase the price. That being
the case they are monarch of all they
survey. I will do all in my power to
prevent this going through. I will
protest against this, and I think every
right thinking man will support me. I
would like the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries to explain why he is now
advocating the contrary to what he ad
vocated last year? Where are you go­
ing to get those fifty thousand bar­
rels? You will say there is a loss
when the oil is imported in a steel
barrel. That I will admit, but it it
very, very little. Even if they lose
two gallons per cask they want them
for cod oil because that barrel is sat­
urated with kerosene, and there is
then no necessity to have it recooper­
ed again. This is the one article that
always gives satisfaction. I would
really like to know why you bring
this proposition before us now. I am
consistent on this point, because it is
necessity for the fishermen. As point­
ed out by Mr. Bennett you are playing
into the hands of those companies.
They are asking that those barrels be
prohibited. You are closing the gates
by doing this. You are putting a weap­
on in the hands of those monopolists.
There is nothing logical or business
like about this matter. I am sure it is
not the intention to do this, and I
think the Minister in charge will
strike this from the Budget. These
people are sucking the life blood out
of our people, and have driven many
into insolvency. I am not here to leg­
islate for this kind of man. Some­
body else is being made sweat for
their bad debts.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—We thought there would be a
supply of casks if we allowed it to
come in duty free. We thought that
that would encourage the importation
of oil in the wooden package. The oil
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stored on the south side is put into
tanks, and they pay duty on it, but as
they had put it in casks they asked for
a. rebate, and thereby be placed on the
same footing as their other competi­
tors. If wo did not do that they
would have to send them to Halifax
to be filled and then a lot of labour
would be lost. Between the price of
the oil sold in the wooden packages
and the steel barrel was ten cents,
The fishermen still buy the oil in the
steel barrel, and pay more duty. The
men who used the oil in the wooden
cask got it duty free. First they say
ithey can return the steel barrel for
the price for which they were charg­
ed and secondly they would not suffer
any loss in quantity obtained. When
there is a large quantity imported in
the cask when the last casks are re­
sorted to some of them are half empty
owing to evaporation. There is a con­
siderable revenue derived from the
sale of this article. If it were possible
to have it admitted duty free nobody
would be more willing than the gov­
ernment to do so, but we cannot do
Without the duty. The principal point
of view is that wc want revenue and
next the fishermen will not buy in the
cask thereby saving ten cents on the
gallon. I am very pleased with Mr.
Bennett for having got a hold of this
correspondence as it has thrown a lot
of light upon the matter. If the com­
panies referred to are malting ten
.cents per gallon they shall have to be
cut down. Even if the Profiteering
Act, does not do the trick then we
must see that they only get a reason­
able margin of profit. Therefore I
ask that this Profiteering Act be en­
forced immediately so that we can
deal with the matttr. Let us have
his commission immediately. A margin
of four cents per gallon is enough.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—The ex­
planation given by the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries is not as clear
as it might be. He contradicts him­
self. If the fishermen do not buy the

oil in casks how can there be an ac­
cumulation of them? If they do not
buy the wooden package how can
they be sent to Halifax to be recoop­
ered? There is nothing logical in
your argument. If you do not import
fifty thousand casks you will make
another bungle of it again. Where are
you going to get them then? If they
will not buy them in the wooden pack­
age there is no necessity to alter the
tariff. Under the new tariff this com­
pany has jumped the price one cent
per gallon, and when the House closes
up further will it go. They go down
in the coves looking at the heads of the
barrels seeing who imported them,
and they were around here when the
Budget was brought down to peep in
and hear the news. You said you get
fifty thousand dollars in revenue so
you have let the cat out of the bag.
You said you wanted another one
hundred thousand in revenue, and this
is the way you are going to do it. By
this method of putting on duty you
are removing the only safety valve you
had on those corporations. For good­
ness sake leave this oil question alone.
Ask a half dozen fishermen and they
will tell you the crux of the matter.

MR. SULLIVAN—This is a very
serious matter, in so far as the fisher­
men of the country are concerned. I
see no reason vhy the government
should cut out the provision made last
year in this matter. This Profiteering
Act can be applied, but by allowing
this oil to b'q imported duty free in
casks this monopoly can be avoided. I
remember seeing oil imported from
the Texas Oil Company and other con­
cerns, and I see no reason why it can
not be imported from them at the
present time. You have done your
best to tax the fishermen out of exist­
ence. If there will be no casks what
are they going to do, to put their cod
oil in? Are we to have a repetition of
a few years ago, when the fishermen
had to pay a high price for barrels.
While on my feet I would like to refer
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to another question of importance and
that is salt. There seems to be some
doubt about this matter. I would like
to hear the opinion of the Minister of
Finance and Customs re the importa­
tion of salt. Under what Act ,can the
salt be allowed in free of duty?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Un­
der the Revenue Act.

MR. SULLIVAN—I am under the
impression you miprsed a duty on salt
Is thcie not an impcrv duty of five per
cent, on salt?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Yes. on the importation.

MR. HIGGINS -io be exempt salt
shall have to be plat ed in schedule A.

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act for the Quieting ot
Titles.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. FOX.—Mr. Chairman, the

position I take is this, that nothing
should concern us but. the question
what are we going to do to relieve the
people ir. distress? Does the Govern­
ment intend to bring down some con­
crete measure that will meet the pre­
sent circumstances? We are tired of
excuses. Be men and do something
for those numerous suffering people.
I move that further consideration of
this Bill be deferred.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
will accept the motion.

MR. FOX.—I move that the Com­
mittee rise to enable the Government
and the Opposition to consider some
concrete proposition for the immedi­
ate assistance of our fellow crea­
tures perhaps some of whom have
not enough bread in their homes to
keep body and soul together for one
day. You have treated this matter
in the same way as you have tieated
the matter of unemployment. You 

have not at heart the pangs of pain
and anguish to be found in those piti­
ful homes of the distressed. The
time has come for action not theory.
Come t‘-l! the people that you have
abandoned every else so that you may
consider their plight. Have you any
hearts in your breasts to beat in uni­
ty with the starving hearts all over
the country? You have failed in the
biggest things during the term of
your office. You have done every­
thing in your power to bring the coun­
try on the verge of despair. You
have fooled the people by your catch
cries. You have beguiled them right
and left. Never did such a black day
dawn on this country as when the
people of Newfoundland made their
frightful mistake on November third,
1919. Instead of being members of a
Government alive to its obligations
you seem to be members of an order
pledged to silence. Inaction and in­
competence seems to be written all
over your past actions. Perhaps you
recognize the needs of the people but
you have not the ability to create
something to relieve the situation.
You have not the genius for Govern­
ment. You are for ever blindly
stumbling forward, step after step in­
to the abyss of despair and ruin. You
are the Government of theories and
idle fancies which is evidenced by
your past conduct. It is pitiful to see
to-day this one time prosperous and
well to do country beyond recall. It
is distressing to know the plight of
our country and to realise it is in the
hands of those who by their past ac­
tions have proven themselves incom­
petent to bear the responsibility of a
government. Five weeks ago the
starving men of this city, my city,
came to the Bar of this House asking
for help and you gave them the deaf
ear, and now th.e condition is such
that you cannot tell what may hap­
pen next. The tears of the people are
nothing tp you. Are the broken heart-
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ed crys from the various sections of
the country of no consequence to you?
You have not got a dollar to give to
the starving people yet you make sure
that your own pocket books are fat.
Still you quibble over a few hundred
dollars about the repairing of roads
and other matters. Now is the time
to care, but you are drifting along
indifferent and inactive. The country
cannot expect us to bring down and
formulate a policy. You are the gov­
ernment and it is up to you. When
there is any complaint about the
lengthy session the Opposition are
not to be blamed, the blame is on you.
The people are complaining of the ab­
sence of any reasonable policy to alle­
viate the present day conditions. We
cannot take you by the scruff of the
neck and force you to do something.
What are you going to do about it?
The Prime Minister is not here. The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries is
engrossed over the official organ
which helped his union so much yet
on the other hand was a big factor in'
ruining Newfoundland. The Minister
of Justice is one of the few bright
spots of the government. Cannot he
venture a suggestion I do know 6f all
the government there is one man ca­
pable of doing great things, but I re
gret he is not availing of the glorious
opportunity. I regard the Minister of
Justice with affection. He has a big
warm heart, and I know whereof I
speak as I spent 5 years of very inti­
mate association with him. The. great in
justice is being done him by himself.
He should not be a member of the
Cabinet constituted as it is. It is the
one place he ought to shun. He had
the opportunity of immortalising him­
self by going down in the history of
this country as the strongest character
ever known. He should have told the
government he was not going to stand
for the ruination of his district by the
Fishery regulations. I have very lit­
tle sympathy for the rest of his col­
leagues, but I have the sincerest ad­

miration and respect for him. I will
abandon speaking to any member of
the government except him. He has
heard of the detailed stories coming
in from the districts closely allied with
his own. I want him to promise; that'
this Cabinet that he can control will
without delay take up this very impor­
tant matter, and formulate some poli­
cy that will meet the situation. You
have allowed people to go down into
their graves without extending a
sympathetic hand during their last
hour on earth. I move that the Com­
mittee rise so that this House will
have an immediate opportunity of con
sidering a remedy. You are on the
brink of an eruption of this country
when you take the bread out of the
mouth of a starving man and crying
children. Give up this trifling legis­
lation and get down to your task and
be ready to give prompt and useful
assistance to those who are nearing
death.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE
—I may say that in the absence of
the Prime Minister, that the govern­
ment was yesterday, and is consider­
ing the best possible way out of the
present situation. In a very short
time a lot of the unemployed will be
fishing. But there are many others
who do not fish and they shall have
to be looked after. This matter cat
not be de.cided in half an hour and the
government is giving this matter its
mature consideration to provide em­
ployment for those who are so badly
in need of work. I can assure you it
is doing its best to arrive at a solution
of the problem. In regard to the Bill
before the House, I have no objection
to the Comipittec rising, and reporting
progress, or if the House wishes, do­
ing nothing further. The honorable
member who has just sat down has
scored the. government for this thing.
The government did not introduce it. I
did at the request of Mr. Morine. It
was not before any party meeting. Out
of courtesy I did it for him, and can 
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do nothing further than bring it be­
fore the House. The; Bill was intro­
duced so as to get titles for the peo­
ple, of the land on which the Western
Union Cable Co. wish to build.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—So far as the
Bill goes we know little about it. The
trouble is that day after day we have
Bills of this sort brought in, and we
are getting no further along. I am
sorry the Hon. Prime Minister is not
here, but before we go into Ways and
Means, I serve notice that nothing
will be done till wg get a concrete po­
licy handed down as to the railway. It
is the object of the government to
close the House in about 10 days. We
are now up to the 17th of June and
after the 30th of June I understand—
and it is public property—that the gov
eminent will not touch the road. It
is also currently reported that the
Reid Newfoundland Co. will not turn
a wheel after the 30th. Are we doing
our duty if we allow Supply to go thru
without finding out what the money is
for and how we are going to get it?
It is the government’s duty to enlight­
en us in this respect and our posi­
tion to hold up the House till some­
thing is done. I serve notice that you
should adjourn for a week, and then
come in with a concrete proposition
as to the railroad. Day after day we
are tinkering with little minor bills
that are of no interest to the people.
I serve notice now that Ways and
Means will go no further till you
bring down the policy of what you are
going to do after the 30th of June.
Look what happened last year; the
Hon. Prime Minister left us for
months. You ate up all the spare cash
and were glad to borrow more. Now
you have none left, but we are asked
to close the House with the most im­
portant proposition before the coun­
try not touched at all. Am I right?
Am I doing my duty? It is up to you
to say “here is our policy”. After
another thirteen days the railroad will
cease working according to the pro­

nouncement of the contractor. It can’t
be handed over as it was last year.
Millions have been spent without per­
mission of this House and here we are
to-night, 3 months after the opening,
fldlling with a little bill. I give notice
now on behalf of the Opposition that
no votes will pass till you bring down
the programme as to the railway, what
it will cost and bow you are going to
raise the money. Till then you will
not be allowed to close the House and
make a deal In the dark. We, like
you, have been sent here by the peo­
ple. You got the trick off last year,
but you will not do it now. That is
plain talk, and I would like to hear
from any gentleman opposite, if I am
not doing my duty. I have no axe to
grind, I am only doing what is right
and a seat here is all I want. It is no
good getting off a lot of tommyrot like
you did this evening. If you do not
come in on Monday or Monday week
with that policy we will hold up the
House. If you do not move, the rail­
road will not move.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—Mr. Chair­
man, there is a great deal to be con­
sidered in the remarks of Sir M. P.
Cashin, and I hope that something will
be done before the House closes. J
did not know this Act before the House
affected Trinity more than another
district, till I heard the remark of the
Hon. Minister of Justice. I do not
think it has anything to do with the
holding of a house. We should not put
the least thing in the way of those
who have money to spend in giving la­
bor, and I would take it as an act of
courtesy on the part of the Opposi­
tion if they would allow it to go thru.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I am in accord
with the Bill, but the opposition to it
was brought on by trying to muzzle
the speakers on this side. That sort
of thing is useless. I understand the
company -who propose building want
hard and fast titles, but squatters’
rights are in evidence in that part and
there are no documents from the
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Crown, so this is only to copper-fast-
en the same, and give the company a
clear title to build. We have no objec­
tion whatever to the Bill itself.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I have at all
times Mr. Chairman, tried to keep my­
self more or less in check. I agree
with Sir M. P. Cashin when he tells
you that we do not intend this House
shall close till we get your railway
nolicy. May I suggest to the Hon.
Prime Minister to waste no more time
and while he is discussing that policy
to alsc prepare one in connection with
the unemployment problem to bring
in here next week. I have letters and
telegrams from my district of such a
character, that if I read them before
this House it would cause riots, a
thing which I do not want Some po­
licy must be formulated for my district
and the country at large. Two of the
saddest cases of poverty I have ever
known came before me to-day when
two men from St. John’s West came
to my office. I will hold this story till
the government adjust their policies
as to the railroad, and the unemploy­
ed. The trouble is not only in St.
John’s East and West, but North and
South, all over the country, and I have
held myself in check in this House
fearing to disclose what is in my
breast. I will tell of one case that
happened this morning, and then stop.
The Hom Prime Minister will then see
the urgency of something being done
for those people who are starving. I
am sorry to have to tell it, but will
do so as Sir M. F. Cashin touched on
the railroad, and I want to touch on
the matter of the unemployed. A re­
spectable man came to my office and
said, “I want to borrow ?5.” I asked
him why he was not at work on the
roads. He said he had a ticket for
work, but himself and family had had
nothing to eat since yesterday morn­
ing.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—He had
the ticket for work alright.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Yes, but he 

was so weak he could not go to work.
The railway policy' is no good unless
the unemployed are looked after. The
government should formulate a policy
for that, and I state though it is not
my duty as I am not in the government,
that it can be done with little ex­
pense. But you want brains to do it.
There is another case of a young man
from Twillingate who called on me
this afternoon. The Minister of Pub­
lic Works knows about it. He has
one child and is expecting another and
has not a dollar to keep himself alive.
Others like him are tramping around
idle and sometb.’iig must be done. I
cannot help them further. I am not
i n alarmist, but I want you, as su6
gested by Sir M. P. Cashin, to adjourn
for three or four days, or a week and
prepare a policy. It is not for St
John’s alone, as ip my district they
are as bad off as ever they were here.
The men want work and many are too
proud to beg. I ask in all sincerity
that you adjourn for a week and come
back with a policj and then we will
help you to put the business through
quickly. If you do not act I will pro­
duce the letters and telegrams I spoke
of.

MR. HIGGINS—Before the Hon.
Prime Minister speaks, Mr. Chairman
i would like to intimate to the Attor­
ney-General that my comment this af­
ternoon in no way represents opposi­
tion to the Bill. We oppose it with
a good deal of favour as there are
good points in it. and I think there
vould be no occasion for further de­
bate, if I had a short time to discuss
it with him. I think the leader of the
Opposition made It clear when he stat­
ed there was no likelihood of any dc-
h.y ir its passage or of undue criit
cism, but the crux of the whole thing
is that the affairs of the country are
i overed by Ways and Means. How it
is to be voted and collected, it is up
to this side of the House to see. I sup­
port entirely the suggestion of Sir M.
P. Cashin when he indicates that the 
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time would be well spent In finding
out where wq are as to the railroad
situation. It would be good to kaovr
v hat additional estimates there arc
for the road, and how they will bwr
on the people. The Government must
recognize how improper It is for us to
enter into Ways and Means without
knowing their attitude as io the rail­
road. That being so, the government
v. ill appreciate that we recognize it is
not easy to come down right away in
the morning with r programme, but I
think you should take time to consid­
er first the railway and second, the la­
bor problem. The time would be well
spent if you took 3 or 4 days to con­
sider, and I think not much time
would be lost as to the proceeding of
the House. No rr ember on either side
wants to stay here an hour longer
than necessary. 1 think the leader of
the Opposition made it clear, and I
think it will be understood by alt that
we will be compelled to follow an op­
position course n nothing in the way
of a policy is brought down. We must
oppose if there is no programme. The
railway will involve a lot of money
the next 12 months, and next we must
find a solution t> the labor situation.
Therefore I support the leader of the
Opposition in his suggestion as to the
taking up of these matters. If you fnl
low his advice there will be n > dc’ay
in the putting through of legisi ’tioa.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—! entire­
ly concur, Mr. Chairman, in the views
of the 1'eader of the Opposition that
we should go on with the business
which will take up more time than
this. We are ready to go ahead and if
the members on the other side of the
House had confined themselves to this
we would have done some work, but
the afternoon ha.i been taken up I .■>
the discussion on Ways and Means, r
do not think the leader of the Oppo­
sition agrees wFh this practice after
all, as it results In no profit to either
side and time is lost in dealing with
extraneous mattpi. It does not facili­

tate the government in its business,
but means that we have to listen to
<’ebatc on a mulL'itide of mattars. As
:<« this Bill it c;>a s with squatters’
i ights only, and if the Opposition
think it should have been de.’-’.red it
could have bee.’ done and we could
have gone on. As. to the railroad the
’eport of tha Commission was not
available till t.,is afternoon, and I did
not have a ch nice to read it yet, I
moved the ad’o^runent of the discus­
sion on it, so as to give all an oppor­
tunity to see it. That is no reason
why we should not get on with the
other matters on the Order Paper with
reasonable despatch. I would consid-
consider it a courtesy if the debate
were confined to each item on the Or­
der Paper, and then the time would
be spent profitably. I concur with Mr
Higgins and the other speakers that
a programme should be before the
House, and made known before the.
committee stages can be proceeded
with to any extent. But I do not think
•t is good to have lost valuable time
when we could have been doing busin
ess. As to the adjournment I agree
and instead of meeting Monday, we
will do so on Thursday, and give to
the members of the Opposition who
desire it, a holiday, and to our own
members an opportunity to visit their
hemes.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them i eferred, and recom­
mended that the Bill be referred to a
Select Committee.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered ac­
cordingly.

Mr. Higgins gave Notice of Question
Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question
The remaining Orders of the Day

were deferred.
It was moved and seconded thnt

when the House rises it adjourn until
Thursday afternoon next, the 23rd in­
stant, at three of the clock.
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The House then adjourned accord­

ingly.

THURSDAY, June 23, 1921.
Thq House met at three o£ the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. SCAMMELL—Mr. Speaker, 1
beg leave to present a petition from
the inhabitants cf Pistolet Bay on the
subject of a road. I ask that this pe­
tition be accepted and referred to the
department to which it relates.

While I am on my feet, Mr. Speaker.
permit me to present a petition from
the inhabitants of Chateau, Labrador
on the matter of the Telegraph office
at that place. While it is true that
Labrador is not represented in th to
House, I nevertheless often come in
touch with the people of that place in
the course of my work, and I am only
too pleased to do anything for them
when the opportunity arises. The te­
legraph office leere has been closed
for some reason or other, and the pe­
titioners want to have it opened this
summer. Not alone would it be a
benefit to the regular inhabitants of
the place, but to many Southern fish­
drmen who go there for the summer’s
fishing. I should like for this petition
to be referred to the Department of
Posts and Telegraphs, and I would ask
the minister to give the request when
it comes before his notice, his best
consideration.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of the fishermen of Blackhead,
I beg to lay before the House a peti­
tion, not in the usual form but rather
as a verbal request, with respect to
trap berths in that section. In May
1919, certain fish regulations were pub
lished in the Royal Gazette concern­
ing the fishermen of Blackhead West,
which I shall read for your informa­
tion.

(Reads section of Regulations)
That was gazetted on May 23rd, 1919

and it was done becausq as I distinct­
ly remember, there were only two 

trap owners there, the other fisher­
men using smaller nets and being en
gaged principally in thq salmon fish­
ery, on which they depended very
largely for their living, and if they
were made amenable to the regula­
tions other people coming in and sett­
ing traps would take their salmon
berths and so deprive them of the op­
portunity of engaging in that fishery.
For some reason best known to the
government, a Gazette issued last May
cancelling these regulations that had
been made the previous year, and it
transpired that last season three traps
came in from outside, and much danu
age was done to the nets, and other
gear of the people belonging to the
place. This year a similar practice is
being followed, and I want the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries to take
note of the fact that the people of
Blackhead are entirely dependent up­
on the waters surrounding the settle­
ment for thqir fishing and if the fish­
ery fails they are down and out, The
place is not a regular residential dis­
trict and the people have settled there
only because of the opportunities it
offers for fishing, and I submit it is
unfair to permit outsiders to come in
and take their living from them. This
is a serious matter. The settlement is
not a large one, but nevertheless the
rights of the people who live; there
must be respected. The area affected
is but a small one, and is merely suf­
ficient for the needs of these people,
and I trust that it will be reserved for
them. I went down to the department
of Fisheries this morning, and asked
Mr. Hutchings about the matter, but
he informed me that he. was not sec­
retary of the Board last year, that of­
fice being then filled by Mr. Goodridge.
I bring it before the Minister now, and
I feel sure that his well known desire
to see that the rights of the fishermen
are respected will be evidened in this
as it has been in other cases of a sim­
ilar nature in the past.
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HON PRIME MINISTER—Mr. Speak
er, I concur entirely with the- remarks
of my hon. friend and colleague, Mr.
Bennett. These regulations are chang
ed, as a rule, only on the recommen­
dations of the fishermen themselves.
I do not know what changes were
made in the case of Blackhead last
year, but I know that some changes
.were made with respect to Petty Hr.
but anything that was done on the re­
commendation of the people. As you
know Sir, these things do not come
before the government but are attend­
ed to by the Fisheries Board.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Mr. Speaker, that is the position
exactly. The Board considers these
matters on the recommendation of the
fishermen and they always leave it to
the people themselves to say what reg
ulations are desirable in the general
interest. Why these changes were
made I do not know, but I could prob­
ably find out by inquiry. Anyway the
matter will be attended to.

MR. BENNETT—I might say when
the first changes were made it was
done on the strong representation of
the fishermen of Blackhead. I am
obliged to the Hon. Minister, and I feet
sure that in this matter he will see
that justice is done.

ER. JONES.—Mr. Speaker, I wish to
endorse the statements that have
already been made by my colleague,
Capt. Lewis with regard to intererence
in district matters in Hr. Main. We
have been told that there has been no
discrimination, but I assert that there
has been, and that it is still going on.
We were confronted the other day
with a charge against Hr. Main of
five hundred dollars for seed pota­
toes of wheih we had no knowledge.
These potatoes were given out by Mr.
Hibbs or someone representing him in
that district. We intend to protest
against any interference with our dis­
trict. Whatever Mr. Hibbs’ object was
this has got to stop. The Minister of

Marine and Fisheries has said that
representatives of districts shall be
given control of the moneys for those
districts, and he should see that we
are not interfered with. He shouldn't
let his friendship for Mr. Hibbs make
him forget that we are the represent­
atives for that district.

I also wish to draw the attention of
the Prime Minister to the great waste
of money in my district just now
through the Public Health Depart­
ment, owing to an epidemic of small
pox. I came across four cases in Av­
ondale and reported them to the Mag­
istrate and he and another Doctor
took charge. This is unjustifiable in­
terference with private practice. These
gentlemen have scoured the district
and created an alarm which was al­
together uncalled for, and as a result
of their energy .the Captains of mail
boats have refused to take anyone to
the Labrador. The same thing oc-
cured in the case of an epidemic a
few years ago. There w'ere ninety­
seven cases under my treatment, and
my bill was two hundred and ninety­
eight dollars which covered attend­
ance. medicine and driving. I re­
fused io do any further work because
I was not getting enough to cover my
expenses, and there was another Doc­
tor engaged who had fifty-one cases,
and he received eighteen hundred and
ninety-three dollars. 1 got three dol­
lars and seven cents a case, and he
got thirty-seven dollars and twelve
cents a case, and the man who drove
him around the district was paid one
thousand and sixty-five dollars. There
was never any necessity for interfer­
ence. I could look after those cases,
and I want this kind of thing stop­
ped immediately. I could have done
this work a few years ago for four
hundred dollars, and be satisfied but
the Government would not pay me
more than 50 cents a visit and twenty-
five cents a mile, while rather than 
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pay me a decent fee they pay another
Doctor fifteen dollars a day and ex­
penses amounting probably to ?10 a
day more.

MR. HIBBS.*—Mr. Speaker, I crave
your permission and the indulgence of
the House while I say a few words In
reply to the hon. members for Hr.
Main. I have been accused of com­
mitting an offence which I am afraid
I am going to repeat, if occasion re­
quires, no matter what the represent­
atives of that district think of it. I
deny that I have ever interfered with
the members’ rights in any way, and
it won’t take a long time for me to
explain the matter satisfactorily to
this House. I have been repeatedly
requested by the residents of the
South Shore to do something for that
much neglected section. I don’t know
whether the hon. members for that
district are inclined to do justice to
the East end or not, but I do know
that for the past twenty five years I
have seen the political game played in
a way that can only be termed a cry­
ing scandal. The Eastern section of
Hr. Main has been looked upon as a
mere fag-end of the district, and de­
served, or at least has been given
very little consideration. I have been
a resident of that section, and as a
member of this Government, I con­
tend that I have a certain responsi­
bility in the premises, with regard to
such conduct, and I feel it my 'duty
to see that they receive fair play, and
that is my only apology for what has
been termed interference. Geographic­
ally speaking, the West end of the
district is fifteen miles distant from
Holyrood. In this section the people
have very fine harbours, and enjoy
twenty-eight public wharves, while in
the eastern section, a distance of 20
miles, of bleak shore, there is only
five wharves. The same rule applies
to post offices and other public utili­
ties. These are some of the reasons 

why I am interested in the South
Shore, and I have made up my mind
to stop this discrimination, if pos­
sible. f have endeavoured to con­
struct a small harbor at Foxtrap, so
that the people using motor boats
there may have some place of safety
to put them. I entreated Mr. Wood­
ford and other members of the late
Government to try to get that harbor
completed, but we only partially suc­
ceeded. I have had several conver­
sations with Capt. Lewis with refer­
ence to the needs of the South Shore,
and we agreed to work together in
this matter. I asked the Marine and
Fisheries Department for three thou­
sand dollars for marine works this
year. I have also been trying to get
a public wharf at another point, to
give the people a chance to land cap­
lin for fertilizing purposes, and I hope
to succeed. That is the only interfer­
ence I have been guilty of, and if there
has been any discrimination practised
in the matter of employment in the
district, it has been done by Dr. Jones
and Capt. Lewis. I -will wager Capt.
Lewis one hundred dollars which he
can donate to any charity he will
name, if he can prove one solitary case
of discrimination against the Govern­
ment in this part of the district.

CAPT. LEWIS.—I will bet five hun­
dred and put my cheque on the desk
right now.

MR. HIBBS.—Alright, I shall have
much pleasure in covering it. There
has also been a lot of criticism direct­
ed against us as members of the Road
Commission, but that does not trouble
me in the least. Every member on the
other side of the House can criticise
us as much as he pleases. We are
doing, and will continue to do our
best dealing with all men squarely
irrespective of their politics. Now, I
state that the best answer I can give
Capt. Lewis will he to take five hun­
dred dollars off him. I have acten on 
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behalf and in defence of the people I
have already referred to, and I will
continue to do so as long as I have
a seat in this House.

With regard to the three hundred
and fifty dollars worth of seed pota­
toes distributed along the Shore, these
were asked for by the Road Boards
who knew the needs of the people, and
they were given for work on the roads
which was performed under super­
vision. There has never been any dis­
crimination in this distribution any
more than in labour, and there will
not be any.

CAPT LEWIS.—I was very much
interested in the remarks of Mr.
Hibbs when he said that there was no
discrimination, because I can show
Mr. Hibbs correspondence proving
that there has been, and I want him
to put up that five hundred dollars
now.

MR. HIBBS.—Certainly I will,
here’s my cheque.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
beg to advise Mr. Hibbs not to cover
that cheque in the House as it is not
in accordance with Parliamentary
procedure.

SIR M P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker,
since the last day the House was in
session we have been handed the re­
port o? the Railway Commissioners by
the Chairman of the Commission. Af­
ter reading it over, I find that there
are many questions that I would like
to ask the Commissioners and with
your permission, Mr. Speaker, I will
now read the questions and ask to
have the answers tabled at the next
sitting. (Reads questions.)

SIR M. P. CASHIiV.—At the last sit­
ting I made some reference to free
entry of church material.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That matter has been attended to.

MR. LEWIS.—Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask the Minister of Public
Works if he has yet received the out­

standing returns for snow shovelling
in Hr. Main district, which returns we
jhave been asking for so often.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
One of them you can see at my office;
the other is not in yet.

MR. LEWIS.—I want to emphasize
the desirability of protecting these re­
turns. Our district is charged up with
having received $7,000 for snow shov­
elling, and I serve notice on you to­
day asking you to get the Minister of
Justice to enforce the law in this con­
nection. There is no reason why ef­
forts should not be made to collect
these returns and it is up to the Min­
ister to do his duty.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Fearing the House might get a wrong
impression as a result of the remarks
of the hon. member for Hr. Main, I
might say that I have taken every step
in my power to get these returns. I
first sent out a circular letter asking
for these returns, followed by another
shortly after. Then I requested the
Deputy Minister of Justice to com­
municate with the Magistrate at Hr.
Main and to ask him to send a con­
stable to collect the returns; also I
communicated twice myself with the
Magistrate. The Magistrate promised
to do a'l in his power to collect the
returns and he did send a constable to
collect them. There has been no step
left untaken on my part, to collect
them and if anybody in Hr. Main
send false returns, I care not who the
man is, he will be brought to justice
and made pay the penalty. As a mat­
ter of fact there is only one return
sheet unaccounted for. No. 1 is here
already No. 2 trill be here next week
and No. 3 is the one the Magistrate is
now trying to collect.

MR. LEWIS.—Thank you; but there
is another matter I would like to re­
fer to and that is the interference of
Mr. Hibbs in Hr. Main district. Dr.
Jones and myself represent that dis­
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trict and can well take care of it. T
want to call the attention of this mat­
ter to the Prime Minister. Mr. Hibbs
was sent to this House by Fogo dis­
trict and that should be sufficient for
him and his interfering tactics with
Hr. Main must cease. I solemnly pro­
test against this man having anything
to do with the moneys or anything
else in connection with Hr. Main dis­
trict and I hope I will be backed up
in this by the Prime Minister. Mr.
Coaker, Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, gave us the assurance that any
marine or special grants to be allo­
cated for Hr. Main District would
come to us, the members.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question
Dr. Jones gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Speaker informed the House

that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bills entitled respectively
"An Act further Respecting the Cutt­
ing and Exportation of Timber” and
“An Act to Amend the War Measures
Act—1914” without amendment.

Mr. Speaker in'ormed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bills entitled respectively
"An Act to Amend the Law Society
Act”, "An Act to confirm an Agree­
ment between the Government and ths
D’Arcy Exploration Company, Ltd.”
and "An Act to Repeal 10-11, Geo. V.
Cap. 25, entitled ‘An Act to Regulate
the Exportation of Salt Codfish” ’ with
out amendment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs
to lay on the Table of the House a 

statement certified by the Deputy Min­
ister of Customs showing what will
be the price of sugar landed here,
and all duties paid under the new
scheme of taxes now in force in this
Colony? *

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs
to lay on the Table of the House state­
ment signed by the Assessor of Taxes
showing how many persons paid (a)
Income Tax and (b) Business Profits
Tax counting each individual or firm
paying Business Profits Tax as one
nerson—for the Calendar Years, 1917,
1918,1919, and the amounts paid under
each head m these several years.

STR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Minister of Shipping to lay on the
Table of the House statement showing
the cost and expenses of the cargo of
salt imnorted by the steamer ‘Henrik
Lund’ snecifying (a) the first cost, (b)
the freight, (c) the duty if any, (d)
the wharfage and (e) any other
charges.

STR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
if the firm of G. M. Gosse, of Span­
iard’s Bay of wh’ch Mr. Geo. Gosse,
M.H.A. for the district of Hr. Grace,
is the senior member, has been pro­
vided with any government guarantees
under the scheme recently adopted,
to enable them to fit out to supply
their dealers for this season’s fishery,
and if so. what is the amount for
wh’ch the government has become
guarantee in the case of that firm?

STR M. P. CASHIN—Asked Hon. the
Min. of Shipping to lay on the table
of -the House a statement showing—
fa) The names of the parties who re­

ceived salt from the cargo of the
s.s. ‘Tuckahoe’ landed at Port
Union last year;

Cb) The quantity of salt obtained by
each person

(c) Price per hogshead paid by the
receiver in each case
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(d) Whether the sale was for cash or
credit in each case and the amount
paid and the amount due in each
case.

Also a statement showing how much
of this salt remains and where it is
stored.

MR. BENNETT-—Asked Hon. Colo­
nial Secretary, to lay on the table of
the House copy of agreement or con­
tract between the Government and
the Avalon Telephone Company.
, MR. HIGGINS—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if it is the intention
of the government to introduce this
session any Legislation respecting
Pensions and Gratuities to Newfound­
land Sailors and Soldiers who have
served in the Great War and their de­
pendants in view of the report tabled
by the special committee who have re­
cently considered the whole matter

MR. BENNETT—Asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the. absence of the
Hon. Min. of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the Table of the House a de­
tailed statement of all amounts re­
funded to the Imperial Oil Co. or the
Standard Oil Co., by reason of one or
both these companies refilling oil al­
ready subject to duty, into wooden
Kero Oil Casks?

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice the
House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider certain Re­
solutions regarding the Branch Rail­
way to Argentia."

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit

tee.
SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Chairman,

Before the passing of this Bill I want
to review some of the information re­
ceived from the Hon. Minister as to
the Railway. His speech was short
and did not cover the ground I ex­
pected. All the work in this connec­
tion was accomplished after the House
was closed last year. I would also
draw attention to the fact that this
was all done without the sanction of 

the Hon. Prime Minister or the Hon
Minister of Justice, who were both ab­
sent at the time. It was inaugurated
while they were away. We are. asked
this afternoon to come in here and in­
demnify their action. Let everything
be made public before passing it. Take
for instance the coal boring at South
Branch. I have asked various ques­
tions and received some, answers. I
got a report of the Government mem­
bers of the Railway Commission;
there must be others. Now how many
on the other side know of this or what
it is about. I can take this and make
a speech of 24 hours on it. It is head­
ed “Report of the Government Mem­
bers of the Railway Commission,’ and
addressed to the Hon. R. A. Squires.
He was absent when the Commission
was born. I would like the country
to know what the Government are do­
ing. On August 13th, 1918 they set to
take over the railway. Remember the
Hon. Prime Minister and Hon. Minis­
ter of Justice were absent and neith­
er has said yet that he was a party
to it. The report goes on to say that
Hon. Mr. Coaker was appointed Chair­
man, and Mr. Hall, secretary, and an
account was opened with the Bank of
Montreal. All this was done by one
or two individuals, The House was
closed a few weeks before the ap­
pointing of the Commission and remem
her that all the members were to
have voting powers.

(quotes extract from report)
This is a very touching explanation.

All officials were retained—and serv­
ing two masters; being paid by both.
The work of a dozen was put on the
auditor. It fell on Mr. Pill who had
a knowledge of railway accounting
gained with one of the great railway
systems in the United States. He was-
assisted by Mr. Crummy and Mr. Dicks
. (quotes extract from report)

It was not sufficient to take over
the railway or steamship service, but
they got to take over the coal system
too. Now listen to this—
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(quotes extract from report)

Now it must be remembered that
two months ago, I drew attention to
this statement which I got on the
street, but no attention was paid eith­
er by he Hon. Prime Minister or Hon
Minister of Justice. I don’t think the
Chairman of the Commission was
back. Now the real story is that the
whole year’s work caved in—

(quotes extract from report)
This is all romance to us. This is

some of the information we have been
digging out since the House opened.
We know what is going on; the coal
mine is no good. The gentleman from
the United States Railway has been
here in the city and told people that
the stuff called coal is no good. Just
imagine getting motor trucks to trans­
port coal in January, February and
March to feed the railroad and steaiij
ers. If you had to do it on Water St.
then, would it be possible there, let
alone in the interior. The story of
this whole truck business will be told
later. And here’s the report of the
father of it all. Water trouble is re­
ferred to as-deve'oping in the mine—it
is filled with water. You couldn’t fore­
see what a mess you were going to
make of it in these two months. These
are the months for timber cutting and
logging, not for delving in mines.

(quotes extract from report.)
And what about the 2,000 tons devel­
oped? Is that what caved in.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—That is
the coal not taken out.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—There is sup­
posed to be a million tons in the mine
that have not been taken out. If it
were valued at $10 per ton the nett
loss on operation would be $35,970
Where are we on this matter. Surely
ft is not too much to ask the Hon. Min­
ister how much was spent on the
trains and steamers. The amount'.to
Jan. 1st wms $97,180—how much has
been spent since? The amusing part
is that it has gone on without those on 

the opposite side knowing any more
about it than we do. And we are now
asked to ratify these things together
with the Argentta policy. Neither the
Hon. Prime Minister, the Hon. Minister
of Education or any other of the re­
sponsible ministers have opened their
mouths as to these measures. Every­
thing was done without their know­
ledge. It will mean half a million be­
fore these claims are finished—there
are claims for $10,000 or, $50,000 in
Argentia for land taken. It was all
done by one man in the space of 9
months. Now just listen to this—

(quotes extract from report)
East year you increased the first

class fares and as a result the first
class cars went out empty because
ninety per cent, of the passengers
travelled second class. I have asked
a number of questions with regard to
th’s renort. and I hope to receive an­
swers to them in a. day or two. In it
I find a reference to the steamers. Now
has the Colony to nay for the repairs;
do I understand that the Commission
did this work and paid the cost of it
themselves?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—There was an arrangement to
the effect that the Re’ds had to pay all
the losses on the steamers.

STR M. P. CASHIN—The most the
Reids could and would pay was $100,-
000. Now I want to know are these
rennirc charged to the Reids?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE Sr. FISHER­
IES—They are charged to the steam­
ers.

STR M P. CASHIN—But vou arei
running the steamers.

HON. MTN. OF MARINE * FISHER­
IES—Ves, hut. Peid has to nay the
loss. We used the steamers, but. they
get. no money for them.

STR M. P. CASHIN—You paid them
a subsidy.

HON. MTN. OF MARINE <?- FISHER­
IES—Yes.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—And you lost 
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two million dollars while you were
running the railway although you now
tell us that the Colony is not paying
the cost. Now here is another pro­
nouncement from the Minister of Rail­
ways. He hopes tc get only half of
last years revenue, but I would re­
mind the Prime Minister that he comes
in here with estimates amounting to
eight or nine million dollars. Where
does be hope to get off? The Minister
of Railways is ai least honest about
it, but the Prime Minister is prepared
to throw dust in the eyes of the people

Now, Mr. Chairman, here is the re­
port of the Railway commission that
came into existence a year ago, and
this is the first pronouncement we
have had from the Commission upon
how they spent that two million dol­
lars. We have been in the House now
for two months and so far no proposi­
tion has been laid before us as to
what is to be done for the future ana
we come in here this evening with
this white-wash Bill, and are asked to
vote for it. You were prepared to
close the House without dealing with
th's matter, simply let things drift for
another year, but you have to face it
and you must come down here with a
policy that you are in earnest about.
What are you going to do? Are you
going to close it down altogether? You
are hopeless; you are like a crowd of
children in all but innocence. You are
a lot of incapables, boodlers and fumb
lers. Call them anything you like and
you cannot'stir them; they have no
feeling of any sort. They are prepar­
ed to draw their few paltry dollars
and let things drift. There they are
with a thousand miles of railway and
they don’t know what to do with it.
How long I ask again is this thing
"oing to last? How long, oh Lord,
how long?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Chairman
I regret very much Sir, that my hon­
ourable friend, the Minister of Justice,
a young man with a bright future
ahead of him and whom the country 

looked up to, should bring in this
whitewash bill to make legal a condi­
tion of affairs, which I know he hon­
estly believes in his own mind is
wrong. I am afraid, as Mr. Higgins
has said he has got into a den, in
amongst a crowd of incapables and he
has fallen by the roadside. It is re­
grettable I say that he should bring
down such a bill for the purpose of
whitewashing the railroad commission.
Some members on this side of the
House have intimated their intention
to vote for this Bill; but I shall vote
against it. My reason is that I do not
intend to whitewash any of the mis­
deeds committed by the present gov­
ernment. There is not a doubt in
the minds of what are known as the
easy going members of the Govern­
ment party to-night that the present
Executive are the greatest crowd of in­
competents tba ever adorned the Par­
liament in Newfoundland. They have
no idea of construction in their minds
and the proof of that is that they have
not done anything for this country, ex­
cept sink the country further in debt,
since they assumed office eighteen
months ago. The Hon. Mr. Foote is
not in h’s seat to-night. He is out
with his rod and flies, he is so serious
about the condition of affairs in this
Colony. He does not think there is
any occasion for him to be here, and
display his wonderful ability with the
Prime Minister and the rest of his
brilliant executive to try and saw
poor old Newfoundland from the ruin
which stares her in the face. Mr.
Foote does not give a thought to the
West Coast that he represents here,
nor is he worrying about the railroad
problem. All that he is concerned ov­
er is to enjoy the company of spruce
trees at Salmonier. I have before me
this wonderful document called the
report of the Government Commission­
ers of the railroad. Now the only
government Inember who sat on that
Commission is the Hon. Mr. Coaker
who was described by the Leader of 
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the Opposition this afternoon, Minis­
ter of Railroads. The other man on
that Commission is- Mr. Hall, Govern­
ment Engineer. Unfortunately Mr. Hall
is not responsible for this railway bung
ling, because if he was allowed to
work out his own ideas things would
be different, in my opinion. I am not
prepared to-night to criticise Mr.
Coaker for all the bad things he has
done, because I am not so sure that
he is as guilty regarding these rail­
road transactions as the Prime Min­
ister is I do not think that my
friend Captain Jones would allow the
mate to run his vessel on the rocks,
without his having a say in the mat­
ter. Therefore, there is no excuse for
the Prime Ministei or for the other
members of the Executive. The Hon.
Mr. Coaker went and tried to do some­
thing while the Prime Minister went !
to London and took five months of
leisure and allowed his ship of state
to run on the rocks during his ab­
sence. No defence that the Prime
Minister can put up will allow him
to escape the castigation he will some
day get for bis neglect of duty. The
Prime Minister made an appeal to
this country to save it from a crowd
of grafters and the Lord knows that
we have got enough, a real good dose
of Liberal Reform Government. Now
this coal boring proposition at South
Branch that was referred to this af­
ternoon by the Leader of the Opposi­
tion is I think the greatest joke in
the history of Newfoundland. Messrs.
Forbes and Hatch, the two mining ex­
perts who were engaged by the Reid
Newfoundland Company, stated that
there was no hope whatever of mak­
ing South Branch a paying proposition
for developing coal. I wonder does
the Minister of Justice know that?
In the face of that the present Gov­
ernment spent $118,000 trying to de­
velop coal that was not there. I want
to say further that out of the 2,000 

tons of coal that was taken from
South Branch with motor trucks to
the railway siding not twenty tons of
it could be used in an engine to pull
a train across the country. Of course
the Prime Minister does not know
anything about this because he was in
London most of the time.

One hundred and eighteen thousand
dollars expended on South Branch,
and there are not twenty tons of coal
that you could use to pull a train
across the country. Nobody knows
anything about it and yet we are com­
ing here and taxing the people of
Newfoundland, the fishermen, to an
extent that never before was heard of
to pay for that piece of folly. Now if
Mr Jennings is like I am, if he is sin­
cere, I know what he will do, he will
telegraph for Archibald to come over
here to-morrow, and he will join him
down where he is seated. He will no
longer sit on that side of the House.
But I suppose it is the old story
again. Many a man falls for the fil­
thy lucre. He is afraid that he will
lose his Department. I can’t accuse
you of that Mr. Wlnsor or Mr. Abbott
because I look forward to both of you
declaring what is right before this
session is over. I remember a year
ago or perhaps not quite that, reading
a paper with an anonymous signa­
ture to an article, Super Six. Every­
body know who Supersix was Mr.
Halfyard it was Mr. Collishaw, Super
six Collishaw, and now Sir owing to
the misdeeds of the Government the
Prime Minister will be known as
Supertax Squires, because of the way
the Government has handled the af­
fairs of the country, and prostituted
public moneys. How long is this going
to go on? How long honest John are
you going to stand for this. How long
are you going to see your country
ruined, bled to death? Don’t you think
she is worth sav'ng? Don’t you think
so Mr. Abbott, the place we owe our
birthright to? Get down with Mr. Jen­
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nings and Mr. Archibald. You will
want to watch Mr. Jennings, he don’t

, let him do it. If you want to save your
country it is your duty to show your­
self a man like Archibald. Don’t delay
too long.

Talking about these coal mines, just
imagine taking dcwn six trucks weigh­
ing six tons each and trying to run
them through Bcnavista in the winter.
Just imagine, Mr. Prime Minister and
Mr. Warren. Did you hear of that Mr.
Coaker? No he was over in London
with me and it was not worrying him
a bit. I wonder if Sir Michael Cashin
was correct in his statement to-day
Mr. Warren. You are an authority on
this. Have we put new boilers in the
Glencoe, and shafts in the other boats?
Have we to pay the bill for this? If
that is correct and,! were you I would
chuck the job and get clear of that
crowd of incapables. The Minister of
Shipping would be shocked if he saw
the bills against the Government for
those repairs. Talk about three hun­
dred and fifty dollars for Hr. Main.
Why the discount on this bill would
enable us to send a thousand barrels
of potatoes to Hr. Main. It is frightful
Mr. Prime Minister. After all Sir, I
have a certain amount of admiration
for you Sir, but it is hard to find. I pity
you Sir, you have my sincere sympathy
Look at the man behind you. Not Mr.
Cave, but Dr. Barnes. He is your as­
sistant, but he must be a marvel if he
is going to help you to reconstruct
Newfoundland and bring her back
from the rocks you have run her on.
The Minister of Education knows all
about the Railroad and South Branch.
While you were absent I have'no doubt
he filled your place and he had no hesi­
tation in telling the Commission to go
ahead. The Minister in his love for
Education said rather than have the
vote for Education done away with, I
will let the Railway. Commission squan
der this money. It is a pity you did
this Mr. Barnes. Don’t do it any more.
I don’t think I can say any more to 

you, you look so innocent, I feel asham
ed to say anything to you, but I will
have a lot to say to you when we come
to Education.

DR. BARNES—I am expecting that.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Much com­

ment has been directed against the
Commission for importing these en­
gines instead of employing local la­
bour. It was absolutely wrong to im­
port these engines from the United
States, when there are mechanics here
who could do the work just as well, but
you know the men of St. John’s West
were forgotten, the mechanic was for­
gotten. we did not trouble anything
about them. What odds about them
the Prime Minister was in London, and
Mr. Coaker’s interests were in the
North, who should care. The engines
were imported here and the Americans
got the money for the labour, and St
John’s West got Liberal Reform with
a vengeance. I wonder what Lord
Morris would say if he could see this.
He would be sorry to see his old dis­
trict so badly handled by the young
Tribuner, he would think he never re­
presented it at all. I suppose the
Prime Minister is trying to follow in
his footsteps. I hear he is trying to
court the Opposition. Don’t try to do
it Sir. It is a pity St. John's West did
not have a Morris to look after them
when these engines were imported.
Then take this work at Port aux Bas­
ques. One of the first works of the
Commission was to build new freight
sheds there for freight which is not
going to come here at all. It would
have been much better to have kept
the old sheds there and employ the la­
boring men. Spending money reckless
ly in Port aux Basques without a
thought. It is only another sign of

.your incompetence. I cannot say to
you Sir, that you are lazy but you have
an awful crowd that are no good. I
don’t know whether you would call
it laziness, but T call it indifferences
to your fellow man and your country
and you won’t get enough freight this 
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year to pay for oil to grease the
freight engines across the country.
That is what will happen anti still we
go on. It is too late now to lock the
door after the horse is stolen, the
labour so badly needed in St. John’s
,West should have been kept here. Sir
Michael Cashin brings up a question
here I presume, what he meant to ask
was about the three hundred dollars
for Fish plates voted last year. Do you
know anything about this Mr. Coaker?
or Mr. Prime Minister? , Were they im­
ported this year from England or Am­
erica.

THE MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—They were not imported at all.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I see, we have
no fish plates but the money is gone.
We are told that we can carry on for
another year, but we can’t. The day
of reckoning has come. Blue Ruin
Crosbie is right and I will tell you
why before I finish to-night. Take
this Argentia deal. If Placentia and I
don’t accept Mr. Coaker’s statement
that it required one hundred thousand
dollars to make the wharf there as
good as it was twenty years ago. There
are men who would have contracted
for thirty thousand, and done the work
just as well, and the only justification
you have is that you spent one hun­
dred and ninety thousand in Argentia
when this country required every dol­
lar we could get. There is no justifi­
cation for it at all. If you have spent
one hundred and ninety thousand dol­
lars in Argentia so far, I am sure that
before you get through with paying
these arbitrations that it will take an
other hundred thousand. Thrown away
From what I can find it will not be
any improvement on Placentia proper,
and we will live tc see that this is the
greatest mistake the Railway Commis­
sion has made. But you must have had
a motive for that, and I have often
wondered what it was. I believe what
you had in your mind Mr. Coaker was
that once you got the Portia to call
there instead of going to St. John’s. 

you would have a good excuse for tak­
ing the Prospero to call only at Port
Union. '

MIN. OF MARINE & FISHERIES—
You know better than that.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It is a won­
derful thing for a man to read another
man’s mind. Mr. Cave would not bfe
able to stop it. He would bow to it
like a little man. He would say, 'How
glad I am to get clear of her, but I
suppose if the Prime Minister objected
he would stand by him and they would
both join Mr. Archibald and then we
would have a real government down
there. That‘was what was in your
mind Mr. Coaker, and I don’t blame
you.
, HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You are wrong.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am such a
good hand at guessing that I am be­
ginning to believe I am always right.
According to the report of this Com­
mission we have to pay the bill for
the repairs to the steamers.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—It is Reid who is responsible,
and not the Commission. The Bill has
been paid by Reid Nfld. Co., The Stea­
mers earned enough to pay the bill.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You know
these steamers did not pay they could
not pay. Mr. Cave can tell you the
Prospero and Portia did not pay, and
if they did not pay how could the Reid
Nfld Co’s steamers pay? They have
charged you somewhere else for it, and
you don’t know it.

MR. CAVE—The Prospero paid last
year, but the Portia did not.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I have heard
that there is some brilliant fel­
low coming down from Montreal to
have a look at the railroad situation,
at a salary of ?25,000 a year—a fine sit
uation for old Newfoundland. Are we
as Newfoundlanders going to stand for
it? No, I am not going to stand for
it. I am going to appeal to Mr. Jen­
nings and Mr. Jones and Mr. Winsoi-
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to save Newfoundland from the pit-
fall that she is about to fall into. You
know I can see how my friend, the
Chairman of the Railroad Commission,
fell by the way-side. I can hear the
brilliant president of the Reid-New­
foundland Company say, Oh, Mr. Coak­
er, you have built up the North. You
have handled successfully a large bus­
iness at Port Union. You are the on­
ly man who can handle the railroad
situation. Now you take charge of the
railroad and get it out of the hole. Oh,
he was cute. He knew what he was
doing. He is a brilliant man. He was
brilliant enough to take three million
dollars from you bunch. He fooled
you to the last inch on that railroad
business. He laughed up his sleeve
at the whole bunch of you; he not on­
ly laughed in the day time, but he
laughed when he woke up at night. Of
course, if the Prime Minister had been
here it never would have been done,
but when the captain goes away he
never knows what the mate is going to
do, He fooled you to the last inch, and
I take off my hat to him. I quite ap­
preciate the difficulty that the govern­
ment is up against, and I think Mr.
Cave appreciates it too. It is the fi­
nancial situation that bothers you. If
you had a barrel of sovereigns by your
side all the time you would have nt
troubles. But you haven’t got the
barrels of sovereigns, and you have
nothing. You have thrown the peo­
ple’s money' in every direction, and
now you are crying for mercy. You
have shown absolutely no ability to
handle the affairs of the country, and
you have not the decency to get out of
office and let better men, capable men,
lun the country. And then you talk
to me about brains. Newfoundlanders
will have to speak for themselves be­
fore very long, and the truth of the
matter is this, even if I have to hold
meetings and address people in the
North, South, East and West of this
Island, I intend to tell the country the
true story and I Intend to light the
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Prime Minister to the last ditch. I
want to tell the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries that
they will pay the penalty they never
dreamed of, sooner or later. Too long
have I sat in this seat and allowed my
fellow man to suffer untold distress
from taxation and everything elso.
will not stand for this thing any long­
er; patience ceases to be a virtue. I
serve notice on the Prime Minister now
brain against brain. You have heard
vhat my coat is off and let us test
it now as you never heard it before.
I will let the people of this country
know how their affairs were prostitut­
ed by a crowd of incapables; and what
better example de the people of the
country want than the enforcement of
the notorious fish regulations. Fish to
day is being sold here for $2.75 per
quintal, whereas if there had been no
intereference last year it would be
fetching $6.00. Do you know that to­
day there are 32 Portuguese vessels
with tonnages ranging from 180 to 543
tons on the Banks of Newfoundland to
go in competition against your own
fellow-countrymen. And then you with
brains; you would sell your birthright
for a mess of pottage. Imagine 32
Portuguese vessels are on the New­
foundland Banks to go in competition
against our own fishermen who are
compelled to go to the Labrador to
catch codfish to feed their families for
next winter. I want to tell the Prime
Minister to-night that after the House
closes this session that the people of
the country will not stand for him to
remain in that office another year.
What do you find in Hr. Grace to-day,
the place that the Prime Minister
claims as his birth place? Public
meetings are being held there by Mr.
Archibald, who left the ranks of the
Government and took an independent
seat, and the people are denouncing
his colleagues, and if Dr. Barnes had
any manhood in him when he saw
those 1400 names to that petition he
would leave his seat in the Govern-
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ment also; as for Mr. Gosse, he is not
here.

HON. DR. BARNES—I was not invit
ed.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You were
afraid to take an independent stand.

HON. DR. BARNES—You cannot
talk to me about fear.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If you had
any manhood in you, you would not be
looking for nearly a million dollars for
education and have men, women and
children starving, absolutely starving
in the country and looking for money
to buy food. Still you talk about send­
ing those unfortunate children to
school while you are squandering this
money. Let me ask you as I asked you
once before. What is the use of send­
ing hungry children to school or ex­
pecting hungry children to learn? You
know the answer as well as I do. Mr.
Coaker, are you going to try and save
yourself from a calamity that is going
to befall you shortly? Are you going
to get away from that crowd of inca-
pables and are you going to sit with
Mr. Archibald in an independent seat,
even if no one eke goes with you, and
prove yourself a man? Remember if
you sit any longer with that bunch you
are with you will have your ability de
teriorated. Leave the present Prime
Minister and try and save your coun­
try. Take an independent seat and
show to the country that you are a
man. You told us in this House that
you were leaving the Dept, of Mar­
ine and Fisheries and that somebody
else was going to fill your job. Well
then why do you not leave now. That
crowd have no good in them; there
never was any good in them. You have
only once to live, so why should you
sacrifice your, own high ambitions
with such a crowd of incompetents?
What do you think of a man, Mr. Coak­
er, who printed the Budget Speech on
behalf of the Finance Minister and who
on the front page of that speech he had
his own photograph and Mr. Brown­
rigg’s on the last page? What do you 

think of that for the developed brains
of a big man? Have you seen that yet
Mr. Coaker, or will I have to present
it to you? Coming back to the rail­
road question again, I reiterate what
Sir Michael Cashin has said. Suppos­
ing I have to spend the balance of my
time here, I want to serve notice on the
Prime Minister and on his Executive,
Individually and collectively, that this
House will not close until the Opposi­
tion is absolutely satisfied that a defi­
nite policy in connection with the rail­
road as well as in connection with the
unemployment problem is submitted
by the government. Now do you hear
chat Dr. Barnes? You will have no hol­
idays until these matters are fixed up.
Personally, I decline to act on that
Railway Commission that is mooted,
and I challenge the Prime Minister
now to say that he did not want me
to sit on that Commission. Now I will
leave it at that. What you have to
say, get up and say it. I will have more
to say on this railroad policy before
we are finished.

MR. FOX—Mr. Chairman. 1 would
just like to make a few observations
before the Bill goes through. Follow­
ing on the remarks of my colleagues,
I have to express once again my
strongest protest against the manner
in which the public services in this
country are being conducted. I do not
think that in the history of this gov­
ernment was there anything more ob­
jectionable or contrary to the prescrib­
ed form of doing such things done as
can be found in the building of this
Argentia Branch lailroad. We had
the position created last year, when
this House of Assembly closed, Ques­
tions had been asked time and again
by the Opposition for a definite rail­
road policy and no information was
forthcoming. The House was to be
closed before the Government decided
to touch the railway at all. About
a week after the session had concluded
the Executive Council took over the
entire railway and steamship services 
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operated by the Reid Newfoundland
Company, and then started the exten­
sion of the railway to Argentia, and
the expropriation of private lands
there for the purpose of building that
terminal. Now we have heard a lot
about the necessity of building that
terminal. I think the kernel of the
situation was touched by Mr. Bennett
when he pointed out that this terminal
was put there, not because it was a ne­
cessity, not because it was good econo­
my and not because it was going to
benefit Newfoundland; but, because it
was to counter balance a concession
given to Port Union and because it was
to enable the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries to achieve what he said he
was going to achieve in the days of his
golden youth. The Minister gave ut­
terances to many expressions in his
newspaper and, perhaps, it will be re­
membered by the citizens of this town
that not the least prominent was that
he was going to make the grass grow
on Water Street.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—That is not true.

MR. FOX—Well then history belies
you. You never contradicted it be­
fore.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I have, several times.

MR. FOX—If you go back to the
pages of the “Advocate” you will find
them teeming with abuse. If that pa­
per did not contain the exact words I
have just used, you will find expres­
sions that are analogous such as hooli­
gans, bums, etc. That is how you de­
scribed the citizens of this town when
you wanted to influence your northern
outports against the city. Why there
was not a word in the English langu­
age sufficiently objectionable to use in
describing St. John's folk. I do not
know your reason for electing to sing­
le out the city of St. John’s for all
your vilification. Perhaps it was for
the sake of political expediency; per­
haps not. However, judging your re­
cord by the results we find that won­

derful concessions were given to Port
Union. It was freely expressed about
a year ago that there had to be some
movement inaugurated to counter-bal­
ance the concessions given to Port
Union, capital of the Kingdom of King
Coaker. Consequently, this terminal at
Argentia was selected by him with the
intention of having this place the port
of call for call and terminal for all
steamers going West, as well as hav­
ing Port Union the terminal and port
of call for all steamers going north.
Mr. Coaker made the statement from
time to time that most of the trade of
the country would be diverted North
and he has succeeded in making good
that statement. Ail this is done to strip
St. John’s, the capital of this country
of the trade that is hers by right. As
a result of this Squires-Coaker admin­
istration hundreds of men, who a coup
le of years ago were living in prosper­
ity, are to-day walking the streets of
St. John’s looking for work and in fact
absolutely begging. The reason is giv­
en for building this Argentia terminal
is that to repair the old terminal at
Placentia would cost $100,000; yet they
are going to spend $200,000 to build a
new terminal at Argentia, and as a
matter of fact it will cost at least
$300,000 before this terminal is finish­
ed. Is this economy? What profit
will this be to Newfoundland? I think
that if there ever was a scandal per­
petrated in Newfoundland that this is
the greatest one. We are asked to
come here and indemnify those men
without any legal grant or any justi­
fication whatever; to put through a
document which this House should
have passed upon last year. A few
days ago this government came in and
confessed that they had no definite
railway policy to submit. They were
told to take a vacation, and in the mean
time to have a rehearsal of both a
railway and unemployment policy. You
come back to-day in a far wosse posi­
tion than you, were when the House
sat the last day. You have nothing for 
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us to discuss and it is sheer waste o£
time to ask this House to consider any­
thing you have. To-day you present
this ratification, which, on the face of
it, is illegal and unwarranted. Every
dollar you took out of the Treasury
last year, and spent for this purpose
was spent without any justification
and spent contrary to the wishes of
the people and contrary to the laws of
the land; and niw you come in and
pray to be whitewashed. This report
of the Railway Commission, so worded
and made to suit Mr. Coaker, is a doc­
ument that will well repay the most
careful perusal. I do not know when
the full story will be told, but I do
not think that this country will have
an opportunity of considering a choic­
er scandal than rhe scandal connected
with the operation of the railroad
since the Railway Commission assum­
ed office in August last. If this syst­
em had been a sound one, there might
have been some justification for the
government controlling it; but in face
of the fact that years .before it dropped
a half million dollars a year under the
management of a private corporation
and netted no profit to its shareholders
.and then for you to come along and
saddle this overburdened country with
its upkeep and management over and
above $100,000 is something that the
people of this country will never for­
get. Now as a result of the work of
the Commission it has cost this Colo­
ny one million and a half dollars up
to the end of last year, including the
repairs and upkeep of steamers and
the cutting of nundreds of thousands
of railway ties. By the way I would
like to ask the Hon. Mr. Coaker if
these railway ties were all cut in the
district of Bonavista, and for. which
the taxpayers of this entire country
have to pay for, or not? ■ Some 80 or
$0 per cent, are cut in Bonavista Bay.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Only about 50 per cent. There is
no place else to cut them.

iMR. FOX—That is very generous of
you.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—Where
would you cut them—on Water St.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—There are no other places to cut
them.

MR. FOX—Do you seriously mean to
say there is no other place to cut
them. Why, you can cut them in a doz­
en places.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—That shows what you know
about the country.

MR. FOX—Lav on the table of the
House a list of what places you in­
quired into as being suitable.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—It was done when I was in Eng­
land.

MR. FOX—Did you enquire? Of your
own knowledge you do not know the
number of places where you can get
them.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You may get a few on the Heart’s
Content line, but nowhere else. I know
it of my own knowledge.

MR. FOX—I venture to say you are
wrong. Bonavista Bay is not the on­
ly place where you can cut sleepers.
Under what privilege does Bonavista
Bay claim to be the only section where
you can get that timber.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You can get them only there.

MR. FOX—You can get them any­
where. I know as much as you do
about it.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You will not find them on the
railway/

MR. FOX—You will find them in the
woods—not on the road.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You know nothing about it.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—There are
people ip other sections of the coun­
try who know something besides you.

MR. FOX—No wonder you would
talk of other sections, when you took
in the man who by his Fish Regula*
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tlons ruined the country. It would be
better for you if you would look after
the people. I am sick and tired hear­
ing of your own section. Your whole
policy has been to please those parts
which play to your power and are pal­
pably doing it. 1 tell the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine that he is wrong in
saying that his district is the only
place where one can cut sleepers and
if he had this country at heart he
would not have gone to England.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Ise that the Chairman of the
Commission’s job to go after railway
ties?

MR. FOX—It’s his job to hold down
his business right through the program
from soup to nuts.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You will know a lot more when
you get older.

MR. FOX—If l had your experience
I would know better. You ought to
know better than to sink the Colony
two millions in debt. Why not bring
down your policy and discuss it like
men.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—You have got the report and you
say it is important.

MR. FOX—It is important for what
it does not contain. Are you the sum
total of knowledge in this country.
You go to your office and make up a
report part of which is not to be given
out to the public. You ought to be
proud of it. No wonder you dropped
millions when you did not stop here.
If you were the man on the job you
should have stayed here.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I wasn’t paid for it.

MR. FOX—It was well paid for. You
and your colleagues are getting ?6,000
a year and the whole trouble is, it is
too well paid for. You are doing only
part of the work and that part badly.
Here’s a report and still the Hon. Min­
ister says he courts an investigation
into what has been shrouded in mys­
tery the last 8 weeks. It is like draw­

ing a tooth—you will only give infor­
mation at the point of the pistol. As

. you know yourself it's a case of greas­
ing the fat sow. This railway matter
is not in the public service and has on
ly your interest at heart. Was the
building of wharves at Port Union rail­
way work? Was it not for yourself. Is
it not a fact that Newfoundland is li­
able for it as for everything else done
under your administration. Is not ev­
erything north of Baccalieu used for
your service; has not everything been
built on Union premises and kept up
at the expense of the Colony. In the
face of this piratage the people all ov­
er half of the country are given no
chance even of refusing contracts for
these ties. And the Hon. Minister says
you can't get them anywhere else. I
can go down to Bennetts’ Grove, and
cut them in half an hour. By the way
you talk one would imagine they were
mahogany or walnut. The thing is a
farce. No wonder you don’t want a
discussion on it. All the matters in
connection with the railway policy will
be discussed before this House closes,
as it is important the public should get
them, and that nothing be done behind
closed doors. Your own estimate of
the loss is one and a half millions,
and you expect only half the returns of
last year. That is a grand prospect
truly. We are certainly paying the pi­
per. Instead of frankly laying It be­
fore the representatives of the people
here last year, and thrashing out the
situation, you see the House is closed
before undertaking the work. Then
the Hon. Prime Minister left the coun­
try and the main service of Newfound­
land was taken over lock, stock and
barrel by these men on their own vo­
lition and they said we will run the
railroad which Reids were to do till
1951. If it were done in a business­
like way there would not be any com­
plaint, but they saddles the country
with debt. If you were in a Water St.
store you would be discharged for in­
competency. Your government is the
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most ungodly mixture of Incompetence
that ever disgraced the country. You
cannot even turn on this floor, but it
costs the country thousands. Your
i ecord from end to end reeks of extra­
vagance. No wonder your own men
are disgruntled and Mr. Archibald left
you digusted. There is no greater
comment on your inability than the ac­
tion of your own colleague. When cri­
ticism comes from your own ranks the
people must believe that what is said
is true. And the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter comes along to-night and says he’
had only one man that he wanted to
lose. And yet he made an exhibition
of himself the other night by bls ful­
some flattery of him and took care that
it was done before full galleries. Do
you think all this stage play is lost
on the country. Does he think his lit­
tle act of hypocrisy will take the stig­
ma off the government. And now we
have a petition from 1400 people ask­
ing for the resignation of the other
representatives of Harbor Grace. Isn’t
it a lovely spectacle? You ought to be
thoroughly satisfied with yourselves es
pecially with this. And then we had
the delightful spectacle of the honour­
able member for Fogo snapping his
fingers and saying he will interfere
with anything as much as he likes.
Probably he will go to St. John’s East
in the next election, but he had better
mind his ‘'bobber.’’ He is not up
around Kelligrews when he is there.
The East End sends three men here,
and will stand to it. No wonder Capt.
Lewis and Dr. Jones protested. This
gallery play is alright for men of your
own calibre and you may do what you
like in your own districts, but you will
not pass the barricades in the Opposi­
tion districts. No wonder you take a
paternal interest in Hr. Main, and allo­
cated $3,000 for marine work. No won­
der he would try to placate the peo­
ple of the shore he is interested in, but
his efforts failed miserably. You stain
ed the bright escutcheon of the Minis­
ter of Works—you were sent by the 

man who held up his hands in holy hor
ror, and said he would not do such
a thing. Now you cannot get the re­
turns for the work. If the Minister of
Works were the man he professes to
be he would see that the law was car­
ried out in this connection. Does not
the honorable member for Fogo rea­
lize that the object of the Hr. Main
people in putting us in was to keep
the like of him cut. But don’t over­
step the boundary or you will make
the same mess of it as you did in oth­
er parts of the country. And now the
Argentia “railway?” Was the like of
it ever known. You spent $200,000 to
save $100,000. You repaired an old
wharf and stuck the Colony for $200,-
000, and still asks us to accept his
bona fides and to think that this is not
part of the preconceived plan to strip
St. John’s, to let her get no more than
«he least, and tn make the terminals
at Port Union ana Argentia. But the
people here thought differently. If
there was one section to suffer, it was
this one. Once happy and prosperous,
we now see our stalwart workmen of
all grades looking for employment.
And it is all due to you. If you had
allowed the steamers to come as be­
fore and commerce to go on, we would
have work here. If you had not car­
ried out your designs and crippled the
country, things would be different from
what they are to-day. But for your
madcap policy conditions would be the
same as 18 months ago—employment
in plenty, money flowing and no dark
despairing hearts which exist to-night
There has never been such a govern­
ment since we first got Responsible
government—never such an unholy al­
liance of mismanagement as there is
in Newfoundland to-night. You will
go down in history as the most incap­
able administration we ever had—as
one not capable of running a bull’s-eye
shop, much less a country. What po­
sition are you in to-night any different,
from a few days ago. Has the coun­
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try to wait still for your policy, and
the House remain open to tresh it out
or are you hoping that your subterfuge
will avail you anti that the House will
close without your policy being
brought down after all.

This House is not going to close till
the railway policy and the matter of
relief have been discussed. A few
days ago I had a visit from a deputa­
tion of Spaniard's Bay men who told
me that the people over there were
actually starving and the same story is
coming in from every part of the coun­
try, but it is fall’ng on deaf ears. The
government are doing and will do no­
thing. There are thousands in New­
foundland to-night only waiting to get
a few dollars together to get out be­
cause they can no linger live here. Of
every dollar a man earns he must give
the government seventy cents, that is
the position. The sales tax has con­
founded the best mathematicians in the
country. A gentleman who is civil en­
gineer told me that he received a par­
cel recently and he was at a loss to
determine just how to make un the du­
ty on it. He brought the problem to
me and told me to go up to the col­
leges with it, and he would give a
prize of five dollars to the pupil who
would work it out correctly. It defies
the ordinary laws of mathematics to
find just what duty has to be paid now.
The country is going under from the
burden of taxation that has been plac­
ed upon the people by the government
that got into power on a promise of
reducing taxation. It is- as well, per­
haps, to postpore my minute discus­
sion of this bill as I am at a loss to
know what attitude to take on it. The
government should not be indemnified
,but on the other hand I see great in­
convenience to the people concerned if
any other course were to be adopted.
Therefore, I shall postpone my discus­
sion till the close of the debate.

MR. MacDONNELL—Mr. Chairman,
I would like to say a few words with
regard to this matter before the debate 

closes. I think it a great pity that we
should be here discussing a Bill like
this, and I cannot but wonder how
long the country is going to stand for
it. We postponed the consideration of
the matters which are urgently de­
manding solution for five days and now
we come back to find that we are in a
worse position than ever. I am in re­
ceipt of messages from clergymen say­
ing that the people in my district are
starving and the Government are deaf
to every plea. I do not wonder that
one man left this House in disgust, but
what I am surprised at is, that the
people have let the whole lot of us
Stay here as long as they have. Peo­
ple who a year ago were in comfort­
able circumstances are now starving
and no matter whose fault it is the sit
uation has to be met. The great part
of the people in many sections of the
country are now existing on poor re­
lief, and I would like to know how the
Government expect to raise eight mil­
lion dollars on that in spite of their
fancy taxes and then we are wonder­
ing if the government did wrong when
they stole the land from the people of
Argentia.

I had thought that we would have
something in the nature of a policy
brought down here to-day, but we
are no better oft than we were
when the House adjourned. I
am opposed to the principle of this
Bill because retroactive legislation of
any kind is wrong. The government
does something wrong and then they
go back and legalize it. I grant that
this bill is necessary, but why does the
necessity exist? It is bad enough to
squander the people’s money, but now
you are going out and starting high­
way robbery and this Bill is being pas­
sed to keep you out of—I won’t say
the Penitentiary. I say that the whole
crowd on both sides of this House
should get out altogether. Surely you
do not want to have happen here what
has happened in almost every other
country, surely you do not want the 
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people to come in here and say to you
“take that bauble the mace out of this
House.” I hope it won't be done/but
that is what we are leading up to. If
we cannot do anything in this emer­
gency, let us all resign because we
have no business usurping the jobs of
better men. I do not know any way
out of this mess, but there are those
who do and not another day should be
lost but let something be done this
very night. If you have any plan put
it before the House; nobody wants to
steal it from you and when the govern­
ment comes in here with some definite
°cheme they will get all the support
they want from this side of the House.
It is no time to plaj politics when the
people are starving. The man who
left your party said that he saw no
hope; he was straight about it and
now he has gone over to his district to
tell the story of our incapability to the
people. The Prime Minister was caus
tic a few minutes ago with regard to
the people he was glad to lose from
his government. I may have a chance
of discussing that matter with him la­
ter, but I will say this now, that if he
were lost it would be all the better for
this country. Now Mr. Chairman, I do
not want to talk any longer on this
Bill; I am sick of talk but yet nobodv
makes a move to do anything.

MR. FOX—It bat grown into a habit
with you people to keep your lips seal­
ed. If you continue the policy that
you are pursuing it will be just as sen­
sible to have a phonograph placed on
the end of the clerk’s desk to recite
you past records. Discrimination; it
is nothing, but discrimination. When
the honourable member sits in his seat
in this House he no longer represents
Bonavista districc only, but the whole
country. This section of the country
has suffered while other sections have
grown rich at its expense. TJie people
of the whole Colony have paid for these
ties, and there should have been no
discrimination jp getting them. Did
the honourable members on the other 

side read this reoort at all, or are you
like the Minister of Justice which did
not read his leaders manifesto. The
whole thing is iniquitious. This railway
problem should have been handled in
this chamber, not down in the Execu­
tive Chamber behind closed doors. The
public should know what was happen­
ing, they have to stand the bills. If
there is any further expenditure I
warn the honourable Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries of the discrimination
that he has shown in this matter of
getting ties.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS & TELE­
GRAPHS—Mr. Speaker, the honorable
member for St. John's East, Mr. Fox,
has made the claim against Mr. Coak­
er, the Chairman of the Railroad Com­
mission. that he discriminated in fa­
vor of some sections of the country in
giving the work for the cutting of ties
for the railroad. I think that charge
is unfair and unwarranted. As a re­
presentative of Trinity district I had
occasion to be Interested in this mat­
ter. A request came to me some time
in January. Many of my constituents
were anxious to get contracts for cut­
ting ties. They had been getting con­
tracts for years. I did not take the
matter up with the railroad commis­
sion at all. I took the matter up with
Mr. Powell, and he referred me to Mr.
Joyce. I failed n many respects with
the Reid Newfoundland Company to
get a contract in favor of my constitu­
encies. As the season advanced I
took the matter up with Mr. Hall. He
said, yes, Heart’s Content Line was
the most favorable place to get ties for
the Bay de Verde branch and other
places. It was impossible for them to
get all the ties required, he said.
When the time for payment for the
ties arrived, we had a lot of trouble.
I think it is most unfair to charge the
Chairman of the Railroad Commission
with discriminaticn. Of course, we all
know that times are not normal. Many­
people were out of employment, and I
took the' attitude that it is better to 
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give the people something to do that
would bring in stjme returns than to
give out able-bodie.d relief.

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Chairman, there
is just one word that I want to say be­
fore the Committee rises. We have
been discussing sleepers for some time
Might I suggest to the Commission
that they would find a good lot of
sleepers if they would take the mem­
bers of the government of to-day.
They say things just as one who was
just coming out of a sleep would say.
In other words a helpless incompetent
crowd of men after improperly start­
ing on a public work costing two hun­
dred thousand dollars, and illegally
entering up private lands, come in
here at the last moment having had
no right to build the railway, and help
lessly ask us to whitewash you. Of
course we will. A poor harmless in­
capable crowd of men. I made the
statement the other night that never
in the history of the British flag where
it has flown, has a crowd come togeth­
er so lazy and hopeless and allowed
the people to give you the title of gov­
ernment. The Minister comes in like
a well licked child and explains that
the terminal at Placentia was gone,
that the terminal has got to be replac­
ed, and by what right and by what
knowledge have you arrogated to your­
self and the harmless crowd you are
associated with, after saying that the
strictest economy should be practised..
the right to substitute a work costing
two hundred thousand dollars. Has
there ever been such an exhibition of
Government? The only excuse you
have is that the pier has crumbled
away. I would like to see the estimate
and the final figures. Let me tell you
that two hundred thousand will be
doubled. The claims which caused this
Bill to be made will chew up this two
hundred thousand dollar^. There is
one claim to come which will make a
substantial inroad on this sum. Of
course the honourable members oppo­
site who had the delightful experience 

of following this incompetent crowd
have got to hold their tongues because
they do not know what'they are voting
for. Let me tell you now that you are
voting to legalise and whitewash that
which was improperly begun and ille­
gally carried out and now the gov­
ernment by reason of its misconduct
comes to this House to be indemnified
and like the leader of the Opposition I
will vote for this Bill. We have never
been asked to vote for any Bill of any
consequence. These bills are made by
men who trust in God. We all know
this terminal is not giving the results
that the experts pointed out it would
give. The Minister has embarked this
Colony upon an expenditure of a quar­
ter of a million dollars without any
authority and after that being done
improperly entered upon the lands of
private persons with the result that
the Minister of Justice is compelled to
come down and draft this Bill to save
the Government. Why does not the
Minister get up and title the Bill "An
Act to legalise the improper conduct
of an incapable administration for the
past twelve months.” The language
used in the second section is simply
absurd. The position of the govern­
ment with regard to this matter is a
scandalous one. No attempt has been
made to compensate the people for
all the untold injury that has been
done them by a reckless government.
In order to legalise this you bring in
this bill. It is like walking to a fu­
neral. Mourners please fall in. You
unfortunates are walking to its funer­
al and we humble people on this side
represent the unfortunate public. This
is one of the parts of the ritual. It is
a very sad spectacle the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries presents. He is
like a big helpless man. For the sake
of the day when we had better hopes
we may say there is a justification for
a decent funeral. We trust that before
he vacates his post as Minister of
Railways he will come down with a
sincere act of repentance so as to make
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some little amends for the past the
regrettable past.

MR. SULLIVAN—I may say that I
fully endorse all the comments of the
previous speaker the honourable mem
her for St. John’s East. I am voting
for this Bill for the simple reason that
we cannot abandon the people of Ar-
gentia after the bucaneer practice of
the government for the past twelve
months. The people there are law
abiding and they have sat down under
it, but there is a limit to all things.
During this present session I have re­
peatedly asked the government by
question on the Order Paper and from
my seat here what steps they intend
to take to compensate the people of
Argentia for the property they had de­
stroyed. They pul it off day after day,
because we thought they were prepar­
ing legislation to bring forward. But
we have been open three months and
no legislation has yet come. We find
no policy submittd to this House on the
great big important matter the Rail­
way in general. Nothing has been
shown to foreshadow the policy of the
government with respect to the rail­
way. Yet they busy themselves with
many minor bills of little importance.
The Railway Commission went down to
Argentia unsolicited and tore down
fences, destroyed pasture lands, took
away timber and in many cases de­
stroyed the earning powers of the peo­
ples lands for this year. Yet they
have not received one cent for this
criminal conduct and depredations.
Many of those things have not been
considered during the different arbitra­
tions. Five weeks ago the arbitrators.
went out there, and like the merchant
of Venice they wanted more than their
pound of flesh. I support this bill be­
cause of those facts. It certainly shows
up the incapacity of the Government.

MR. BENNETT—I would like to say
a word or two like my colleague, Mr.
Higgins, with regard to the spectacle
which presents itself to-day. This mat
ter of the branch railway to Argentia 

has been an uncalled for operation,
and then it was improperly carried out
Owing to the great need of money the
country has been put to the mat and
when we should be cutting down all
unnecessary expenses which at the pre
sent time is essential to the conduct
of public affairs, and as well to every
individual, and making sacrifices to
meet the conditions which now aper-
tain to Newfoundland owing to the
results of the past three years. The
Government has been criminally re­
sponsible for expending money upon
this road. The whole of the Placentia
iine was becoming out of repair and
the wharf there needed attention all
of which could have been effected at
little cost. The Placentia terminal has
been good enough for the past forty
years. I agree that it would have been
good enough fo>- the past forty years.
I agree that it would have been a good
thing had the first terminal been built
at Argentia, but during the past few
years circumstances have been such
that the government could not in any
case start upon an extravagant policy.
It is a much better site than the Pla­
centia one can ever hope to be. I do
not know about Hie approaches, but I
do know that it would make a good
terminal. Like our Education Depart­
ment there are Ideals to be accomplish­
ed, but the realisation of them ought
not to be embanked upon until the
times are more opportune. The cost of
the line in question has been estimated
by the Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies at $190,000. But before it is com­
pletely finished it will cost $400,000.
You are just like Sir Edward Morris,
while he estimated that the four
branch lines would cost four millions
dollars, yet they actually cost eight
millions. So also you are as about
sincere as he was. But there is no
justification for the building of line
to Argentia. It was a quid pro quo.
I am sorry the Prime Minister is not
hero because if reports are correct
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St. John’s is going to suffer ns the
germinal for the coastal boats will be
at Port Union and Argentia. This is
unfair as the people of Argentia do
not want this. This is one of the
steps taken to make the grass grow
on Water Street. This is one of the
implements being used to effect that
purpose.

We cannot refute this Bill we have
to vote for it. If we did not vote for
it every member of that district would
have a successful suit in the Supreme
Court. I was at one time a party to
the building of branch lines but my
vision was not as clear as it is now.
I can plainly see now we have too
many branch lines. It is absolutely
absurd to see trains travel miles and
miles without one package of freight
or even a passenger. No wonder
there would be an immense deficit. No
wonder why the Commission could
net finance the operation of the road
successfully. The Government, how­
ever, has not yet given any outline of
the railway policy so it is futile to
discuss the matter. But I may say
again I reluctantly support this Bill
but it was a shameful act on the part
of the Government.

And it being past midnight

FRIDAY, June 24th.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the Resolutions without amendment
and recommended that a Bill be intro­
duced to give effecUto the same.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Extension of the
Railway System of the Colony” was
introduced, and read a first time and
it was ordered to be read a second
time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Com­

mittee of the Whole to consider cer­
tain Resolutions for the confirmation
of an Agreement between the Govern­
ment and the Pulp and Paper Cor­
poration of America.*

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative ' Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill entitled "An Act to
amend and Consolidate the Laws in
relation to the Municipal Affairs of
the Town of St. John’s,” in which
they request the concurrence of the
House of Assembly.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister the said Bill was read a first
time.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister, and by unanimous consent the
said Bill was read a second time and
it was ordered to be referred to a
Select Committee to consist of Hon.
rhe Minister of Posts & Telegraphs,
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox
and Mr. Vinicombe.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled, “An Act to amend the Act Cap.
40 of 11 Geo. V, entitled ‘An Act Re­
specting the Maintenance of Certain
Public Roads’.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
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The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed and adopted, and it was ordered
that the said Bill be read a third time
on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the Bill en­
titled "An Act to Indemnify the St.
John’s Municipal Commission for Acts
done in connection with recent Public
Works,” was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to­
morrow.

Hon. the Minister of Justice pre­
sented the Report of the Select Com­
mittee on the Bill respecting Delin­
quent and Neglected Children as fol­
lows:—

The Select Committee on the Bill
Respecting Delinquent and Neglected
Children beg to repc't that they re­
commend the passage of the Bill
hereto annexed.

Signed,
W. J. HIGGINS,
J. R. MACDONNELL,
W. R. WARREN.

June 23rd, 1921.
On motion it was ordered that the

said Bill be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til this afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, June 24th.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Sinnott gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

SIR J. C- CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Minister of Shipping to lay on the
Table of the House the original bills
of the Daily Star and the Daily Advo­
cate for all printing supplied to his
Department, or any other Departments
under his jurisdiction, from the 15th
of November, 1919, to date.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Minister of Education to lay on the
Table of the House the original bills
of the Daily Star and the Daily Ad­
vocate for all printing supplied to his
Department or any other Departments
under his jurisdiction, from the 15th
of November, 1919, to date.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Colonia! Secretary to lay on the Table
of the House a detailed statement of
all orders for Poor Relief supplied by
M. A. Bastow and Irving Parsons, also
the original bills.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in his
capacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission, the following questions
arising out of the report of the Gov­
ernment members of the Railway Com­
mission, dated the 15th of June and
tabled here last week, with a request
that he will expedite the replies to
these questions as much as possible
so that the House and the country may
have them available before the Rail­
way question is discussed:

(1) Was this report prepared in con­
junction with the representatives of
the Reid Newfoundland Company on
the Railway Commission or with their
knowledge, and was a copy of it hand­
ed to'them or were they acquainted

■ with its nature before it was furnish­
ed to this House, and if not will a
copy be submitted to them and they
be given an opportunity to reply to
some of the criticisms contained there 
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in upon the Reid Company’s manage­
ment of the Railway system?

(2) What qualifications does the
Minister, as Chairman of the Commis­
sion, possess to justify his pronounc­
ing on highly technical . questions of
railway management; what time was
he able to give to the consideration of
Railway problems since his appoint­
ment to the Commission last August,
seeing that from then until December
he was Acting-Premier as wen as Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, and like
wise in his canacitj of President of the
F.P.U. had to give a large portion of
his time to the concerns of that Cor­
poration, and that during January, Fe­
bruary and March, he was absent from
the Colony altogether, and that since
his return he has been so absorbed
with the business of the F.P.U. and his
sessional duties that he obviously
could have given little or no time to
Railway problems?

(3) What are the qualifications of
Mr. Victor R. Pill, appointed Auditor
of the Railway system; which of the
“great railroad systems of the United
States” was he employed with; what
was his position, what salary was he
receiving, what salary is being paid
him at present, and will the Colony be
liable to retain him in its service after
June 30th or to pay him any particular
amount or have any responsibility for
him in any other way?

(4) What quantity of coal was ob­
tained by Mr. Hall when he visited
Canada last September, what amount
per ton was paid for the same, and
was the price proportionately greater
than was paid by any of the Canadian
Railway Comfranies, and if so to what
extent; also what price is being paid
for coal for the Railroad at present,
and how does that compare with prices
of Canadian coal for the Canadian
Railways?

(5) Who are Messrs. Hatch and
Forbes, of the Natural Resources De­
partment of the Reid Newfoundland
Company; what are their qualifications 

to pronounce on coal mines, what
sums were paid them by the Colony as
salaries and as expenses for their ser­
vices in connection with the South
Branch mine; and what is the value
of their opinion as to GO,000 tons be­
ing obtainable, seeing that the mine
has now collapsed with an output of
only 2,GOO tons?

(6) In view of the confession in this
report that "up to the present this
mine has been disappointing,” that it
fell in, was flooded with water, and
that because of transport troubles the
small quantity of coal mined could not
be got to the Railway, is it the inten­
tion of the government to continue
work on this mine, and if so for how
long and to what extent, and what fur­
ther sum in addition to the $118,000
spent up to the first of April it is pro­
posed to spend on it; also to say what
the cost of operations there will
amount to for April, May and June;
also to furnish the report of Mr. Mor­
ley, the Superintendent of the Mine, if
he has made any, and if not, to say
why he has not ?nade any, and when,
if at all, he will make one; if the out­
come of this experiment has not been
such as to prove that this coal mine at
South Branch was another mare’s nest,
and if the Ministei was not deluded by
Interested partie,-, into wasting this
large sum of public money for which
there is absolutely no return whatev­
er?

(7) If he will explain what is meant
by the items “coal obtained 2,500 tons”
and ‘coal developed, about 2,000 tons;’
how much of this coal was got to the
surface; how much of it was removed
from South Branch to the Railway;
how much of it was used in the rail­
way engines or in coastal steamers;
what is the opinion of the locomotive
and steamship engineers as to the qual
ity of this coal, and to table their writ­
ten reports thereon, and what has be­
come of the remainder of the coal and
what is it intended to do with it?

(8) To table a list of all parties en­



788 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

joying free passes under the Railway
Commission, and to say why the Gov.
ernment Engineer, the Post Office In­
spector, and the Inspector-General of
Constabulary should have passes, see­
ing that they, as well as other mem­
bers of the Civil Service can have their
expenses paid, and is it the practice
of these officials to travel on the pass
and charge their expenses to the De­
partments; and also if it is the case
that the Auditor-General has a pass,
and if so why should he be provided
with such facility; also to table a state
ment showing the amount of increased
Revenue accruing to the Railroad dur­
ing the twelve months through the
cancellation of passes a year ago.

(9) To table a statement showing
the amount of increased Revenue ob­
tained by advancing the first class
fares by a cent a mile, to call attention
to the announcement in Canadian and
American papers recently that freight
rates had been already reduced, and
that passenger rates were to be reduc­
ed on July 1st.: to ask how he justifies
a recommendation for a further in­
crease in freight and passenger rates
in this country in view of these cir^
cumstances?

(10) To table a statement showing
"the large subsidies drawn from Gen­
eral Revenue” to which reference is
made on page 7 of the Report, and to
say what rates the Commission sug­
gests to .“cause the traffic to pay for
the cost of its handling and transpor­
tation?"

(11) To state the reasons why the
work of the Argentia terminal was
not completed during the winter and
when it is expected to be completed,
and to say what assurances have been
received from the Anglo-Newfound­
land Development Company that it
will use this port for the shipment dur
ing the winter months of the products
of the Grand Falls mills?

(12) To state „he number of freight
cars, provided under the agreement of
the 13th of August last, completed up 

to date, and when the remainder will
be completed, and what was the neces­
sity of proceeding with them in view
of the admission elsewhere in the re
port that there will be a decided drop
in the quantity of freight to be hand­
led by the Railroad during the next fis­
cal year?

(13) Why work was not started on
the new freight terminal at St. John’s
as provided under the same agree­
ment; when did the falling off in
freight begin which is now held to
justify abandoning or postponing: this
work; what has necome of the $200,-
000 voted by the legislature at its last
session for the erection of this termin­
al; is it still to the credit of the Col­
ony, and if so why is it not applied to
this work which would give employ­
ment to large numbers of people and
if it has been applied to other purpos­
es, to what use has it been applied?

(14) Why was not the provision of
new fish plates authorized by the Leg­
islature proceeded with; how does it
happen that after the Legislature was
persuaded a year ago to vote $300,000
for the provision of these fish plates
on the ground that they were absolute­
ly essential to the Railway, it is now
suggested in this Report that their pro
vision can be delayed until new rails
are nut in; why is it necessary to have
new rails for the Newfoundland Rail­
way system seeing that the A. N. D.
Co. hauls freight trains of twice as
many cars and each car heavier lad­
en, between Grand Falls and Botwood
and vice versa, with rails of only the
same weight as those on the New­
foundland railroad and engines of on­
ly the same capacity and what has be­
come of the $300,000 appropriated by
me Legislature last year for fish plates
is it still to the credit of the Colony
and if so why is it not applied to this
purpose; and if not what has become
of it?

(15) Why doeo the Commission ad­
vise a readjustment of the railway lo­
comotive shops when the proposed new 
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freight sheds on the south side of the
harbor are erected, seeing that the
Commission reports, as already noted,
that there is neither money to build
such freight sheds nor goods to go in
to them if built, and what is the ob­
ject of such recommendations If the
Government is abandoning control of
the Railroad?

(16) Why does the Commission re­
fer to “the derelict Fortune Bay
Branch” and describe this as "a rail­
way from nowhere to nowhere;’’ was
not this branch railway built and its
lay-out approved by the Government
Engineer, and how is it that It is only
now discovered that it is of no value?

(17) What is the likely cost (a) of
constructing and (b) of operating a
train ferry from Argentia to Marys-
town, and of (c) constructing and (d)
operating a Railroad thence to Burin,
St. Lawrence and Grand Bank?

(18) Why should the Commission aS
a result merely of last winter’s snow
conditions (a) justify upsetting the
whole principles on which the railroad
has been operated for many years and
advise dropping certain branches and
curtailing the service; (b) will the
Minister table the amounts received for
passenger and freight traffic on the
Trepassey Branch and on the Bay de
Verde branches which it is proposed
to close, and on the Bonavista Branch
which it is proposed to close, and on
the Bonavista Branch which it is pro­
posed to operate, and also say the
amounts spent on keeping open the
Trepassey Branch, the Bay de Verde
Branch and the Bonavista Branch; (c)
state the period for which the Bona­
vista Branch was shut down last win­
ter and the intervals apart from the
main shut down when the line was al­
so blocked?

(19) Why did the Commission
“spend public money far more liberal­
ly than the volume of traffic would
reasonably warrant” in improving the
track and equipment of the Railway
dne, seeing that it was only being op­

erated on joint account for twelve
months and near<y the whole cost is
being bourne by the Colony; what was
the cost of improving the locomotives
described on page 21; providing th$
ballast and “ties” and in building the
bridges, wharves, etc., on page 22; how
is it that the government did not call
upon the Railway Company to make
these improvements and also to fill in
page 23, which they are required to do
trestles, bridges and do other work, on
by the Railway contract?

(20) What was the cost of (a) the
new shaft for the Glencoe, (b) the
new boiler for the Argyle, (c) the re­
newal of the electric light on several
other steamers of the Reid fleet, (d)
the cost of the rour months’ special
survey on several of these steamers
and the thorough overhaul given them;
(e) were these improvements undertak
on at the cost of the Colony, and if so
why were they undertaken by the
Commission seeing that the steamers
are the absolute property of the Reid
Newfoundland Company instead of be­
ing, as the Railroad, the property of
the Colony, leased to the Reid Com­
pany for a period of years?

(21) Why are the Commissioners of
opinion (a) that the "freight position
for the coming year is not encourag­
ing,” (b) why do they consider it “im­
perative that freight rates should be
increased to nearly meet the cost of
handling the traffic,” and (c) what is
the evidence that the Commission has
diminished unprofitable running of the
train service?

(22) What is th.e Commission’s esti­
mate of the saving that might have
been effected in the matter of coal on
which they comment as follows: “Your
Commissioners in the course of their
investigations have been struck by the
carelessness with which coal and oth­
er valuable materials are distributed
and accounted for,” and will he table
estimate thereof and also a copy of the
suggestions the Commissioners have 
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made for properly dealing with the
same?

(23) Does the estimate of loss of
roundly $1,550,000 for the twelve
months ending on the 30th of this
month include the cost of locomotives,
freight cars, coal boring, Argentia and
lOther works, and if not what is the
estimate of the total cost of these; al­
so is any distinction drawn between
the cost of the steamers and that of
the railway, and will he show the loss
on (a) Railway system, (b) on the
steamers owned by the Reid Newfound
land Company, and (c) on the steam­
ers owned or controlled by the govern­
ment and operated in conjunction with
the railway service?

(24) What progress has been made
in the past twelve months in getting
a Railway expert as General Manager
or otherwise for the Railroad system,
and why should it be necessary, if the
Railroad is reverting to the control of
the Reid Newfoundland Company; to
make such a recommendation unless
the public are to construe it as the
opinion of the? Commissioners that the
executive of the Reid Newfoundland
Company is incapable of operating the
railroad, and if so what are the reas­
ons for this conclusion?

(25) What are the grounds which
justify the Commission in asserting
(a) that "the traffic receipts will be
only a moiety (half) of what they have
been this year” and if such a condition
of depression exists as this statement
would imply, what hope is there of fi­
nancing the Railroad or the Colony
during the twelve months; (b) how
does the Commission explain its re­
commendation on page 28 that "the
raising of rates and fares and the pro­
vision of larger subsidies should be
made in order to reduce the losses and
there the Government’s liabilities
should cease,” seeing that on page 7
the Commissioners strongly criticize
"the false position of bolstering up the
receipts with large subsidies drawn
from the General Revenue instead of 

making such rates as will cause the
traffic to pay for the cost of its hand­
ling and transportation,”

(26) Is not the proposal to operate
trains in winter along the main line of
the railroad only as far as Bishop Falls
a moral breach of the agreement with
the Anglo Newfoundland Company un­
der which they established their enter­
prise in this country and expended mh'
lions of dollars in developing our for­
est resources, and wll not the result
of denying them railroad communica­
tions, except what they can carry on
themselves be to utterly discredit this
country abroad and prevent anybody
else from coming in here and estab­
lishing large industrial enterprises de­
pending on the railroad for communi­
cation during the winter months?

(27) Seeing that the fiscal year ends
a week hence, and that the Commis­
sion’s control of the railroad system
will terminate then, cannot the gener­
al report of the government members
of the Commission on the Railroad be
completed in all respects except the fi­
nancial one, within a few days after­
wards and submitted to this House tc
assist it in considering the future of
the railway, in view of the intimation
at several points in the interim report
that questions of importance will be
discussed.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
if instructions have been issued to the
Liquor Controller’s Department to sup
ply Mr. Albert Salter with liquor free
of charge at his demand. If so are any
steps being taken to say what dispo­
sition Mr. Salter makes of this liquor,
whether he gets it for himself or any
other parties, and in the* latter event
whom? Also to say the value of the
liquor obtained by Mr. Salter in this
way since November 15, 1919.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if it is correct that the Hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Mr.
Coaker, has tendered his resignation of 
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that position, and if so is it to be ac­
cepted and when, and in that event
who is to be his successor?

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Education if any uniforms were
supplied to the officials of his depart­
ment; if so by whom were they made
and what was the cost of same; if it
is the intention to require the corps
of inspectors now being trained out­
side the Colony to wear uniforms aft­
er their return; and if it is his inten­
tion to wear a uniform himself?

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries 'if it is cor­
rect that he is despatching one of the
Members for Twillingate, Mr. Samson,
to Europe after the close of this ses­
sion to supervise the disposal of the
cargo of the schconer “President Coak­
er,” and if so will the cost be borne
by the Colony?

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if it is the intention to ap­
point the Hon. Member for St. Barbe,.
Mr. Scammell, as Commissioner under
the high cost of living, and what are
the Profiteering Bill, to inquire into
Mr. Scammell's qualifications for this
post?

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines, if
it is correct that lhe waters of Beaver
Pond on the South Side Hills has re
cently been granted to a certain firm
nr individual in this city for private,
and if he is aware that the Brook
known as Luke's Brook flowing from
said Pond to Waterford River will bo
cut off, thereby destroying the sole
source of water supply to the large
number of persons located on the wes­
tern section of the South Side Road?
Public‘Works to furnish the names of

DR. JONES asked the Minister of
the members of the present RoaQ
Board covering that portion of Hr.
Main District from Holyrood to Horse
Cove, inclusive, stating date of elec­
tion of each and date when each mem­
ber was gazetted; also to give the 

name of any Commissioners appointed
to do public work over such area.
When commissioned and for what pur­
pose.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked the Min.
of Public Works to lay on the Table
of the House the cost of the Boring ap-
partus for wells in Fogo district with
original bills of same, and all amounts
in every way paid out to date.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE asked Hon. the
Prme Minister to lay on the Table of
the House the following information;
How many pamphlets of his Budget
Speech have been printed; the cost of
same and who did the printing of same,
and if it is correct the Prime Minis­
ter's photograph, is on the front cover
and that the Minister of Finance is on
the last page and to lay copy of same
on the Table of the House.

MR. MacDONNELL asked Hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries if he, dur
ing his visit to England last winter,
gave instructions for Lieutenant-Col­
onel Timewell to prepare a Blue Book
of information respecting the British
Fisheries for ten High Commissoner’s
office; if so what was the object of so
doing, and does he consider that the
book that has been produced is of any
service to this colony; if so will he
say what possible use it can be and
will he obtain an endorsement over
their own signatures from competent
authorities, certifying that the book
serves any useful purpose, and if not
does he know by whom Colonel Time­
well was authorized to prepare and
publish this Blue Book?

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs to lay on the
Table of the House the original bills
of the Daily Star and the Daily Advo­
cate for all printing supplied to his de­
partment or any other departments un
der his jurisdiction, from the 15th of
November, 1919, to date.

MR. MOORE asked the Min. of Pub­
lic Works to lay on the Table of the
House the original bills of the Daily
Star and the Daily Advocate for all 
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printing supplied to his department or
any other departments or Institutions
under the jurisdiction of the Depart­
ment of Pubic Works, from the 15th
of November, 1919. to date.

DR. JONES asited Hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries if passes are
furnished by his Department to Rail­
way, Government and Anglo Telegraph
operators, to enable them to travel on
the ships operated by the govern­
ment?

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Minis­
ter of Agriculture and Mines, to lay
bills furnished by the Daily Star and
the Daily Advocate for all printing
done for his Department or any De­
partments under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Agriculture and Mines,
from the 15th of November, 1919, to
date.

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs, to
Jay on the Table of the House the or­
iginal bills furnished by the Daily Star
and Daily Advocate for all printing
done for this Department or any De­
partments under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Finance and Customs,
irom the 15th of November, 1919 up to
date.

DR. JONES asked Hon, the Prime
Minister to lay on the Table of the
House the report of the Internal Econ­
omy Commission for the present ses­
sion and also the original bills furnish­
ed by the Daily Star and by the Daily
Advocate for priming for both branch­
es of the Legislature during the ses­
sion of 1920, and so far as have been
received for the present session; also
the original bills of these papers for

.the publishing of the debates of the
session of 1919-20 the Hansard for the
same year, and the Journals of both
House for last year.

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Minister
of Justice to lay on the Table of the
House the original bills of the Daily
Star and the Daily Advocate for all 

printing supplied to his Department or
any other departments under the juris­
diction of the Department of Justice,
from the 15th of November 1919, to
date.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker,
the Minister of Posts says that it is
in the interests of the Government not
to have the agreement with the Anglo
discussed here. Here is the place to
do business. It is not in the interest
of this country, because you do not
know what you are doing in the mat­
ter. I call upon the men on the other
side independent of the Minister of
Posts. When I am through you can
then talk. The Prime Minister is
back again. I ask him, not because
of politics nor because of the hint
handed out by the Minister of Posts,
what is he going to do with this pro­
position made to this Government?
Nothing has been done but it was go­
ing to be attended to. The House will
close in a few days. We have been
told by the Minister of Posts that it
is not in the interests of the Govern­
ment to have this matter discussed
here. It was signed by Mr. Tranfleld.
I know the offer was not accepted be­
cause very few could understand it
and, as pointed out by the Minister of
Posts, he is also doubtful. Here is a
straight offer which will pay $60,000
to the revenue. That would mean
$100,000 during prosperous days. In
1909 Sir Robert Bond made a cable
contract but the House turned it
down. The Commercial Cable Com­
pany took action against the Govern­
ment and the Government won. The
Company appealed to the Privy Coun­
cil but the decision of our Supreme
Court was sustained. All through
these years there was a onsiderable
amount of friction between the Gov­
ernment, the Commercial and Anglo
Companies. The time arrived when
the Government said that if those peo­
ple would not pay their taxes their
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cable would be grounded. The Com­
mercial Cable Company’s bluff was
called and their cable was grounded.
Then the National Government in the
meantime tried where they could du­
plicate that and the Anglo came in'
here and made us an offer that they
would pay twenty cents for every ten
words and two cents for every addi­
tional word in and out of the country
whether we handled the message off
not. When that offer was made the
Government it was stunned and it is
stunned yet. It was asked why was
that offer made. It means that we
could close down our cable across the
Gulf. The upkeep of that cable and
cf the offices was $20,000. We could
put that aside and the Anglo were
prepared to hand us the same revenue
derived from the operation of it. The
Minister of Posts cannot give us any
intelligent information about this mat­
ter. He is not prepared to talk busi­
ness. You sit down until I am
through and then have your say. If
you will not submit to this you will
have to do the work the country as­
signed to you. This country sent you
here as the Minister of Posts. This
country expects you to do your duty,

; These people have made you a busi­
ness offer and you have not intelli­
gently replied to them. You have not
tabled all the correspondence either.
You are not now prepared to go into
this matter with the Anglo. How dare
you get up here and interrupt me!
How dare you be barking like a little
crackle! Are you prepared to take this
offer on behalf of the Government? I
ask you to decide if that is a concrete
proposition. Surely if you come to
the conclusion that that is a bona fide
proposition you ought to accept it.
Ask the Deputy, Mr. LeMessurier,
what this means to the business of
the country.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—Why
did you not do it?

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I did it, as far
as I could. The people put me out
and that is the reason why It was not
completed. The people are now suf­
fering for it. But here you are taxing
the people seventy-five per cent, and
this Company is prepared to pay us
seventy-five thousand per year and yet
you are not prepared to do business,
but you are prepared to tax the peo­
ple seventy-five per cent. You can­
not get up and contradict me. That
is the proof. Take it Mr. Scammell.
You know something more than the
rest. Take that offer and analyse it
and report to the Minister of Posts. If
my opinion of you is correct you will
tell me what I am now telling you.
You won over the Commercial Com­
pany and you cannot deny it. If you
did not fight that case the Anglo
would have demanded taxes from you
for many years. The winning of that
case meant hundreds of thousands of
dollars to this Colony. And after the
Company paid the bill they said, we
will now do business, and acording to
the correspondence they simply said
we are coming to do business. I ask
now why all the correspondence is not
tabled. What is all this mystery
about? The cable between Newfound­
land and Canada at the present time
is old junk. The Anglo offered to take
it over and give the. telephones here
in St John's. They have since sold
the telephone system for $50,000. You
kept an office going when the receipts
did not amount to half the expendi­
ture. Why do this ? I am told I am a
friend of the Anglo Superintendent.
Do you think I am getting something
out of it? Will you sit down until I
am finished. You are excited. What
are you going to do about it? I am
now talking to the whole bunch and
I challenge any man on the other side
to get up and contradict what I am
saying. You must see justice done
Mr. Minister of Justice, Mr. Minister 
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of Marine and Fisheries and Mr.
Prime Minister. The Minister of
Posts knows less to-day than he did
six weeks ago. And just imagine he
said to keep the correspondence
private.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—Yes.
The tabling of the correspondence was
merely an act of courtesy.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—That is the
property of the country. Never mind
your act of courtesy.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—Read
it and that will take up the time of
the House.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—If you are a
time killed you have a very easy job.
I am here to do my duty and I will do
it. I ask the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
the statements I am making are not
true in every particular. I ask you
now when are you going to make a
move in the matter. If you are pre­
pared to take this offer tell the House
so. You have lost seventy thousand
dollars during the last years of the
war and how long more is this going
on? Why tax us and let this splendid
offer go astray?

This is another instance of care­
lessness and neglect. I have also put
a question on the Order Paper asking
for the names of those owing $60,000
to the Customs on bonds; and on the
back of that $200,000 are also due.
And we are told that according to
Hoyle it would not be proper to give
the names of those men. Their names
should be printed in large type and
held up to this community. Why>
should honest men be taxed when the
merchants along Water Street are al­
lowed go free? Nobody here can con­
tradict these sttaements. I recom­
mended to the Customs that certain
things should be done. Wholesal?
smuggling is going on. I brought
that to the notice of the Collector of
Customs but I do not know to whom 

he reports. How can we get revenue j
when such a state of affairs is exist­
ing at the present time? You should /
be collecting $70,000 per year since
you came in. When we get up here
and make those statements we are
said to be impostors. I make the chal­
lenge in cold blood that not a man on
the other side can get up and explain
what this offer means to the business
of the Colony for one year. You know

x already what it costs to shun the Gov­
ernment lines. This is straight talk
and it deserves a straight answer. I
am prepared to put Mr. Scammell and
Mr. Samson and some other gentle­
man from the other side together and
ask them to analyse this offer and re­
port back and I am sure their verdict
will be the same as mine. I know
more about this than those gentle­
men on the other side who profess
to know all about it. I ask for a re­
port from these two gentlemen and
from the third to be appointed. I am
prepared to take their answer.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS—I
want to make a few remarks in reply
to the comments of the Leader of the
Opposition re this telegraph matter. I
still believe that, in the interests of
rhe country this discussion should
not take place here. Only as an act
of courtesy I tabled this correspond­
ence, which passed between the Man­
ager of the Commercial Cable Com­
pany and myself. Mr. Saunders of;
the Anglo wrote to his principals in.
New York as to the agreement of Oc.
tober 1918 and he gave me a copy ot
the reply and here it is. (Reads.)

Now allow me, ZMr. Speaker, to
make a few remarks in connection
with this matter. The leader of tho
Opposition finds fault because some.
thing was not done about a thing that)
was submitted to him in 1918. It was
’’ot acted on then and in Septemberj
- 9, when he was Premier he had;
forgotten all about the Anglo pro. 
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position and it was scrapped as worth-,
less. Hon. Dr. Robinson went to Can­
ada to try and enter into something
similar to that ^etween the other com­
panies but couldn’t get the same con­
cessions. We would have to get an
office in Canso and would get 4 cents
a word which would be a good re­
venue. Failing to put through the
business the Government of the day
then tried negotiations with the C. P.
R. It was the greatest bungle ever
made as they were dependent on the
Commercial Co. and could not do busi­
ness without their permission. They
were fighting the Commercial Co. ant'f
still trying to do business with those
depending on that concern. If that
was not a bungle what was it. He
finds fault with us for not doing
something which themselves failed to
do. (Reads letter).

My object in reading this letter
which is dated June 6th, 1921, is to
show that copies of the correspond­
ence betwen myself and the Commer­
cial Co. were given to Mr. Saunders
who transfered them to his princi­
pals at New York. Here we were try­
ing to conduct negotiations and our
correspondence was given to them. At
a certain point the negotiations fail­
ed and they refused to do business on
the basis of 1918. What we did the
last few months was not detrimental
to us doing business. We were pre­
pared to do it on the 1918 basis. If
there was only one company some­
thing might be done but dealing with
three was a different proposition.
From the revenue point the idea was
a good one and I was ready to give
the business to the Anglo. In duty to
the people we should say let all come
in for competition. The wireless com­
pany would establish stations at
Mount Pearl and at Bay Bulls to get
news from passing ships and said they
could do business at 7 cents a word
cheaper than the others. As to what 

was done by the Cashin government
we had a message from the C.P.R.
lately asking if we would do business
on the agreement drafted in 1919. I
did not know there was such a draft—
it was not in our department but I
found it in the Colonial Secretary’s.
I find no fault with the leader of the
Opposition talking if we can do busi­
ness and get the revenue but I do not
agree with him in blamjng us for not
doing what he failed to do himself.
Here is the agreement of August 1919.
I am prepared to take criticism but;
the leader of the Opposition should,'
be consistent. (Reads contract.)

That is we were to stand the cost
of the Canso station whereas the Com­
mercial Co. would give it free of cost.
That letter was sent to Mr. Saunders
of the Anglo after the proposal was
made by us. Mr. Tranfield from
Heart’s Content and Mr. Saunders met
me and Mr. Geo. LeMessurier and we
said go on and do business. The pro­
position is before their principals at
New York now but we have no answer
yet. You can’t make a sugar pill of a
contract and shove it down people’s
throats. When Sir M. P. Cashin said
he could collect the $180,000 in 24
hours I wrote to Mr. Saunders telling
him of it. But what was his reply?
He said if you will tell me how the
amount is arrived at, I will write to
headquarters.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Why did you
send him that letter?

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—To
bring the matter to his notice. I and
the Postmaster General were ignored
in the matter and it was only a verbal
agreement; there is nothing in writ­
ing about it. They disallowed it and
there was nothing to show in confirm­
ation of it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—That is the
policy of your Government to put
tilings in writing. You raised the six 
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million loan without showing any
writing. ,

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—That
was the greatest stroke of business
ever done by a Finance Minister in
this country. /

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I asked for all
the correspondence in the matter but
only got a letter which was written
months ago.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—If I
knew he would forward it to New
York I would not have given it to
him. It was a breach of trust. I am
not ashamed of what I have done. I
was treating with what I thought
were gentlemen but I was disappoint­
ed.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Does the Hon.
Minister refuse to give all the corres­
pondence I asked for. To-day he
hands out a letter but said before that
he was tabling all. He reads out a
lot of stuff and then sits down satis­
fied himself. He has given an exhi­
bition showing himself the most in­
competent man in the House. I ask­
ed when finishing my remarks for the
appointment of a .commission to deal
with this matter. You asked the
Anglo for $250,000. What for?

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS. That’s
our business.

SIR M. P. CASHIN. I’ll call in a
doctor to examine you if that is the
kind of answers we are to get. When
you arose we thought we were going
to get some important information.
You said it was on since 1918 and why
did you not do it. You were Colonial
Secretary then.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—The
Big Three were on it then.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—The House
then was dissolved and we were be­
fore the country. As you know you
won and came back to office in Nov­
ember. Hon. Dr. Robinson came back
from seeing the C.P.R. in Canada with
information for the Government but 

they were not prepared to discuss the
matter. The first thing you did was
turn him on the street; a man the
whole country has confidence in.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—You
did not treat him as such a fine man.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You got his
job but are not competent like him.
He had the respect and esteem of all
Newfoundland. One of the first acts
of treachery was committed by you.
Did you expect him to give the inform­
ation to you. You have not moved
hand or foot in the matter. Eight
weeks ago I asked you and the Gov­
ernment to move but nothing has been
done. You are not prepared to take
my suggestion as to getting the
$70,000 but you intend to put a tax on
the underdogs. The wireless you
spoke of was what Hon. Dr. Robinson
proposed after return from Montreal,
but if I remember rightly it was not
considered reliable as the cable and
was dropped. You were in office but
have not moved since. You tried to
trim it before the Supreme Court and
the Privy Council. You have another
offer now. They will do business now
if you will hand back the tax. You
have a document there which says so.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—That
was a quotation from the correspond­
ence to you.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is it right
Hon. Prime Minister, to hold back the
correspondence to all of which we are
entitled. I ask you the question, sir.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—As
far as I understand negotiations are
pending between the Government,
Anglo and Commercial, both by cor­
respondence and personal negotiation.
The Hon. Minister of Posts gave the
correspondence for private informa­
tion but a week later the Govern­
ment found it had been sent to New
York. I do not say it was sent by Sir
M. P. Cashin but there was a leak as
to the information. It is not the prac­
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tice in ordinary business to disclose
the correspondence leading up to any

' transaction. At present there is a
proposition from the Anglo to the
Government and vice versa. We have
telegraphed to New York but no an­
swer has yet been received. When
we get it, the Executive Government
will discuss it and when that is done
it will be given out. There is one
phase that has not been dealt with
and that is, there has to be a special
proviso that any rights which the
Anglo might acquire would not in any
way impede the affairs of the Empire.
That has arisen and been discussed.
The Anglo wants 20 years exclusive
rights but we suggest 10. While the
negotiations are pending, while the
wireless proposition, the 10 or 20
years matter and the question as to
the amount the company will pay the
Colony are pending, I do not think
these subjects should be matters of
public debate. If the leader of the
Opposition will treat it as private he
can examine all the correspondence.
It is not in the interest of the country
to make it public while the negotia­
tions are pending. The best evidence
of that is that after the correspond-,
ence was tabled in the House here
the Anglo came back on the Govern­
ment with the information.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—So far as the
Hon. Minister is concerned my an­
swer is that he has nothing to con­
ceal because there is nothing what-;
ever pending and neither the Prime
Minister nor the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs has a concrete plan for
dealing with this cable matter. As re­
gards the proposition read by the Min­
ister of Posts, no sane company would
reply to it. All you want now is to
get clear of the torment of this side
and I defy you to bring anything down
here to show that there is anything
whatever pending.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
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on the subject?

SIR M. P. CASHIN. I am and I will
tell you now that the Commercial
Cable Co. will do nothing. The Anglo
offered you something worth while
and you refused.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—What are you wast­
ing time for?

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—The idea of
turning out a man like Dr. Robinson
from the Postmastership and putting
in a spectacle like that. Just imagine
it. Now they talk of monopolies but
you have only to take the matter 'of
kerosene and gasolene which can be
imported cheaper by one or two large
companies than the small man can
get it and Mr. Coaker, the friend of
the underdog, tells us that they want
to get $100,000 but where is he going
to get it? Surely not from the people
of Hr. Grace who are coming in here
with the bones sticking out through
their skin. Then when a business
proposition comes in they are not pre­
pared to deal with, it. If the Govern­
ment to-day knew how to handle this
cable business I am sure that it would
mean at least sixty or seventy thou­
sand dollars to the Colony.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
lion, the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled "An Act for the Protection of
Neglected and Delinquent Children.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS­

TICE.—This was referred to a Select
Committee consisting of Mr. Higgins,
Mr. MacDonnell, Mr. Cheeseman, Mr.
LeGrow and myself. We have gone
through it and have had consultations
with those Rev. Gentlemen who
brought this matter to the attention
of the Government and the Bill as it
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■'stands now has been examined by all
concerned. 1 suggest that the pre­
amble only be read.

MR. FOX.—I do not want to cause
any delay but I suggest that time be
given the House to consider some of
its phases. It has proven very un­
workable in other parts of the Em­
pire. I ask that it be deferred until
Monday.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS­
TICE.—I might say that the member
for St. George’s together witli the
other gentlemen saw as to the ob­
jectionable features in the Bill. Yet
I have no objection.

MR. MOORE.—Who are the Rev.
Gentlemen who brought this matter
up?

HON THE MINISTER OF JUS­
TICE.-Rev. Canon Bolt, Rev. Dr.
Greene and Rev. Mr. Hemmeon.

MR. HIGGINS.—As to the objec­
tionable features of this Bill. The
original Bill provided that the proba­
tion officers could be appointed indis­
criminately. Now they will be ap­
pointed from the Constabulary. It
now also provides that no acts shall
be enquired into until complaint has
been first made to a justice. This re­
moves the objection that action may
be taken out of mere curiosity. In
the absence of Mr. MacDonnell I wish
to say these remarks.

HON THE PRIME MINISTER. I
think Mr. Fox rose those objections
referred to. The entire objectionable
features of the Bill have been fully
met. If Mr. Fox considers it neces­
sary to have further time I am satis­
fied.

MR’. FOX. When the Bill came down
Mr. MacDonnell said there were some
objectionable features in it but they
have been removed. Yet I have not
had the opportunity of studying the
Bill.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee 

reported that they had considered the
(Something missing here.)

the House resolved itself into a Com­
mittee of the. Whole to consider the
Bill entitled "An Act to amend the
Election Act, 1918.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled "An Act to amend the Act
Cap. 40 of 11 Geo. V, entitled ‘An Act
Respecting the Maintenance of Cer­
tain Public Roads’,” as read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that it be engrossed being entitled as
above and that it be sent to the Legis­
lative Council with a message re­
questing the Concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider certain Re­
solutions respecting the confirmation
cf an agreement between the Govern­
ment and the Pulp and Paper Corpor­
ation of America.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. jijibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and it was ordered that the Committee
have leave to sit again.
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Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled "An Act to Indemnify the St.
John’s Municipal Commission for
Acts done in connection with recent
Public Works.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. LeGrow took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

With regard to this Municipal Bill I
may say that the Council without giv­
ing full notice entered into posses­
sion of the lands. It was agreed that
they should do it and if necessary an
Act would be introduced to indemnify
them.

MR. POX.—Section one may em-
barass pending actions.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—If
the hon. member suggests some pro­
viso it may be inserted.

MR. BENNETT—May I enquire
what is the position as to Golf
Avenue?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have not been in that locality for some
time and I do not know.

MR. BENNETT.—Perhaps the Prime
Minister may enquire.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Yes. I will.

MR. BENNETT.—I may also say
that sixty days notice is too long for
the ordinary cases. Would not thirty
days be ample?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
think in the Bill now being referred to
the Select Committee the point has
been met.

MR. POX.—I move that section
three be amended to the following ef­
fect. Reads.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER —
May not the House now discuss Sup­
ply?

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—No, not until
your railway policy conies down. You 

have not yet moved in the matter.
It is unfair to ask.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill with some amendment.

.On motion made this report was re­
ceived and adopted, and it was order­
ed that the said Bill be read a third
time cn to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled “An Act Respecting the Exten­
sion of the Railway System of this
Colony” was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to­
morrow.

On the motion that the House re­
solve itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend the Election Act,
1918.”

MR. MACDONNELL moved in am­
endment—“That the question of the
amendment of the Election Act, 1913
be submitted to a Plebiscite,” which
amendment was seconded by Mr. Sin­
nott.

By consent of the House the am­
endment was withdrawn.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I am certain
that members on -.both sides are divid­
ed and I hope that we will now get
down to business seriously and that
the Election Act of 1913 will be sub­
mitted to a plebiscite.

MR. SINNOTT.—I beg to second the
motion Mr. Speaker.

MR. FOX.—Before the motion is put
Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that
I am glad Mr. MacDonnell has said
that he didn't wish to be taken seri­
ously to-night as I am not doing so,
particularly as last year his present
stand was taken by the Government
leader by the Hon. Minister of Pub­
lic Works and Mr. Guppy and himself
was an antagonist.
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MR. MACDONNELL.—But on what
grounds?

MR. FOX.—Directly opposite to
what you take to-night.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Get the Han­
sard and see.

MR. FOX.—I do not think the Han­
sard would add much to the discus­
sion. He lost time dealing with the
constitution and to-night we are tos­
sing it up and do not know whether
it will turn head or harp. We got
practically no constitution here, and
it is the same case in England. The
United States Government can go to
a glass case and produce their docu­
ment. We have no constitution in
fact, but in law we have.

MR. MACDONNELL.—You can’t put
an unwritten constitution in a glass
case.

MR. FOX.—In your eagerness to
deny women their rights you are also
denying me the rights of the floor.
We have no constitution like they have
in continental countries or the States.
Looking at it from the point of our
constitution consisting of the laws of
the land, we have to ask ourselves
how it is to be changed and the laws
altered. And the main source of the
change is the Legislature. One of the
fundamental laws is that dealing with
the constitution of the House. In re­
cent times what is known as the Elec­
tion Act, 1913 is embraced within, the
covers of this book. It can be chang­
ed as often as the House wishes. Mr.
MacDonnell spoke of the necessity of
going to the people and drew a com­
parison with the Prohibition ques­
tion. If this were carried to its logical
conclusion, no law would ever be
changed without going to the country.

MR. MACDONNELL—No more there
would not.

MR. FOX.—If that be so we would
not be here often as we would be out
canvassing to amend the Sheep Act or
something like It.

MR. MACDONNELL.—It would not
matter, we would have something to
talk about at election time.

MR. FOX.—Mr. MacDonnell spoke of
his canvassing in his district with the
Squires’ manifesto. The matter in
that document is not exhausted and
can be used later alright. Getting
back to the constitutional situation,
we are called here to consult or am­
end the laws as we deem best in the
interests of the country. We are sent
here for that purpose and are given
wide discretion—instead of saying
‘‘go, and preach to all nations,” the
people say “go to the House and am­
end or make the laws as in your con­
science you see fit and proper.” We
got to do our duty whether we like it
or not—the people wash their hands
and say: "It is your job to deal with
the affairs of the country as you deem
most expedient in the interests of us
who sent you.” 1 One of the things we
do every year is to come here and see
if there is any necessity to alter or
rectify the laws. In dealing with this
Bill it is for us to say if we will deal
with the Act to give the women the
same franchise as used by us. De­
spite his eloquent address I am of
opinion that there is no reason why
the requests of the women should not
be met. My friend perhaps thought
the matter was going beyond the lim­
its expected but I am going to pro­
pose an amendment that not only may
they vote for those who are to come
and represent them but that they may
come here themselves. It we admit
the principle of their right to vote we
must admit they are competent to be
here. He talks of the deference due
to women. I do not know if his ex­
perience in the House the last 10
weeks have convinced him it would
be delicate for women to be here on
either side.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Their nerves
are weaker than ours.
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MR. FOX.—X think he is seeing

things. He had visions of a female
form divine chasing the people in St.
George’s trying to get them to a
meeting before him. Much as he add­
ed to the enjoyment of the House to­
night and the erudite manner in
which he discussed the measure and
the authorities he quoted to buttress
his arguments.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Be accurate.
I like generalities myself sometimes
but not always.

MR. FOX.—I am the same. He
spoke of the Bible and the French
Revolution and one expected him to
take his stone axe and say the women
should not vote as they cannot wield
it.

MR. MACDONNELL.—The French
Revolution was not in the stone age.

MR. FOX.—I am only drawing an
analogy and I am not far wrong when
I draw authorities from the stone age.
Tn saying the nomadic did not ante­
date the stone age it reminds me of
the professor dealing with the ques­
tion of how long the sun would last
and illuminate the earth.

MR. MACDONNELL.—Who was he.
MR. FOX.—I have not personal

knowledge of him as unfortunately
we cannot always have it with the
writers whom we quote to buttress
our views. The professor said three
millions of years. A man at the back
of the hall asked him how long. Three
million was the reply. Thanks, said
the man, I thought you said thirty.
Now this Act only seeks to give the
women the franchise and see that
they have the same rights as man: I
am not wishing to be satirical as my
friefld was, but looking at it from the
point of the development of the Colony
J ask him how better can the country
develop than by going out and sifting
the material on which it must be
based, corailing the best elements in
the population to come here and ad­
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vise how best the country can be run.
Does he deny the fact that women in
consultation would have the most
salutary effect on the administration
of affairs or that their executive abil­
ity, so ably proven the last few years,-
would be of incalculable assistance.
Does he deny them the right. He says
there are a hundred reasons against
it but he has not given one to-night.
I^e talks a little too flippantly of their
war service. I think we should treat
that almost with silent respect. When
w'e look to that and ask what reward
can we give them, we pay not so much
attention to those on service or to
those conducting tag days, but to
those who voluntarily and with brok­
en hearts gave their sons to the can­
nons of Europe that this glorious
Empire of which we are so proud
might be free.

MR. MACDONNELL.—What did they
get.

MR. FOX —Something analogous to
what you gave them to-night. New­
foundland should bow in gratitude to
the class who suffered God knows how'
much—we don’t. All who lost sons
went through sacrificial fires such as
we pray may not scorch us. We do
not talk of those going to the Board
of Trade Rooms with a glass jar to
hold pennies—though that was com­
mendable in itself—but of those who
gave the flesh of their flesh and bone
of their bone. My friend is no nearer
in thought to them, because I from a
full heart appreciate what their sons
did for me who perforce had to re­
main at home, and did what I could
not. Recognizing the magnitude of
their performance I needs must bow
to the women who bore them and per­
haps, in submitting them to the sacri­
fice, were hurt more than those in
Flanders fields. Talk of the suffrage
as recompense, if we strewed their
path with gold we would not come to
one mllliinth part or title of what 
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they did for us. They do not ask for
this Bill as a reward as they are not
looking for rewards from a purblind
Government because their reward
comes from a higher and purer
source. Their sacrifice can be known
to and responded to only by God. We
should not deal flippantly with this or
introduce it into our calculations and
therefore let us cease talking of this
Bill as a recompense. We cannot re­
pay them and they do not want it.
They have distinctly stated their war
services should not be considered in
this and have come to the Bar and
said they did not want it for 1914 or
1918. They shouldered heavier burd­
ens than I or my colleague at the
time. We therefore must forget the
war services for the time. But if for
a moment you consider their war ser­
vices at home.

MR. HIGGINS.—Twelve months ago
the Prime Minister took on himself
the handling of this railway system.
After appointing committees, after
dreaming for* months, after having a
long sleep, you suddenly wake up and
find that something has been done but
it has been done poorly. I regret that
I have to repeat those words, “You
are a conglomeration of sleepy
heads.”

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
—After hearing the various epithets
hurled at the Government and the
criticisms of the hon. member for St.
John’s East, I may be permitted to
wake up for a couple of minutes to
get the House awake. I would like
to make it clear what I said when 1
was asleep. As to the promise of
5750,000 I did not know the) facts but
I do know this. That instead of tak­
ing this from the loan it was paid out
of the surplus trust account and sup­
plemental supply was taken after­
wards. As to the terminal at Ar-
gentia, there was every necessity for
its construction. The one at Placentia 

is to be discontinued. It was an
emergency and it had to be done. As
to the Prospero in the spring of 1919
negotiations were going on between
the Government and Bowring Broth­
ers. I was the solicitor for Bowring’s
at the time. The figures were sub­
mitted but it was Impossible to arrive
at a satisfactory settlement. Then it
was suggested that an Act be intro­
duced authorizing the Governor in
Council to conclude the contract. It
provided the Governor in Council
may conclude the contract with Bow­
rings at no greater cost than $100,000.
When the House closed the Govern­
ment both the ships the Portia and
the Prospero. The Government paid
four hundred thousand for the ships.
That is a precedent for the present
matter re the Argentia Branch rail­
way.

MR. HIGGINS.—The thing is ridicu­
lous. It makes me sick. I agree that
if the House closed to-morrow em­
ergency legislation could be used to
send people to Labrador but how can
you compare that with the construc­
tion of a branch line like the Ar­
gentia branch. It is too absurd for
words.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS­
TICE.—That was emergency legisla­
tion too. There was great fear that
someone would be drowned.

MR. HIGGINS.—It is extraordinary
thing that since 1894 everything has
been all right and safe but you sud­
denly wake up and believe that some­
body is going to be drowned in Pla­
centia, while crossing in an open
punt.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE
—Read some of the petitions sent to
this House in the matter.

MR. HIGGINS.—Just think the Min­
ister gives this as a justification for
the building of this road. Just think
the Minister says that it was emerg­
ency legislation and they could not 
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wait till the House opened. The
branch is not yet working. The Min­
ister does not do himself credit by
doing this to save the face of his as­
sociates. The last state of the Min­
ister ia worse than the first. Every
time he puts his hand to her she
flounders worse. Have some spunk
In you and get up and admit that you
have been a rotten Government and
that you have prostituted your intel­
ligence. Admit the whole thing is
rotten. It seems to me as soon as the
Placentia terminal heard about this
she foundered. Admit our criticisms
are right.

MR. BENNETT.—In reply to the
Minister of Justice, re the purchase of
the Portia and Prospero. I have not
heard since that transaction the true
facts of the matter laid before the
House. It is not true that in 1919 ne­
gotiations were takipg place between
the Government and the Bowrings for
the renewal of the contract which ex­
pired then. In 1919 the Bowrings
notified the Government that, the con­
tract would terminate and they were
desirous for the formation of a new
contract. Up to the close of the Leg­
islature, the negotiations had not ter­
minated and the solicitor at the time
will remember that at the time it was
deemed essential to have the Governor
in Council enabled to conclude the
.contract. The reason why the con­
tract was not closed was because cff
the extortionate price. It will also be
remembered at the time there was a
great scarcity of ships and the Bow­
rings knew it would be hard to get
ships outside of theirs for the ser­
vices of the Government. Not alone
did they demand one hundred thou­
sand subsidy but also an increase in
passenger and freight rates to the
extent of one hundred per cent. The
Government realised that in three
years the cost would be very much re­
duced but the Bowrings wanted the 
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contract for ten years. I was one of
those who held out and refused. The
Government was not aware of the
powers gjiven and I contend that any
member who reads that Act will ad­
mit we had all the powers which were
exercised. I will read the sections.
Reads. I submit we were able to
make the contract under the ordinary
conditions. The Bowrings were go­
ing to send these ships away but the
Government with the necessary pow­
er at their disposal commandeered
these two ships. These ships paid
their way under the administration of
Sir John Crosbie. If they have be­
come a liability on the Colony to-day
that is due to the inefficiency of the
management. Two hundred thousand
dollars for each of these ships was a
good bargain for the Government.
There is no analogy in this to the
Argentia branch railway. When the
House opened last year not one iota
of information was given us about
this. What you have done over there
is an absolute trespass from start to
finish. Still nothing else can be done
but pay them. There is no compari­
son whatever. Therefore I want to
place myself on record that while I
absolutely oppose the building of this
branch and condemn the action of the
Government I hope they will learn a
lesson and nothing is left for me but
to support the Bill. The criticisms
we have offered will be lessons for
the future Governments.

HON., MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—-Mr. Bennett during
his comments made a remark that
the management of the department of
Shipping is not up to the mark and
that during Sir J. Crosbie’s admin­
istration it was a paying department.
If the department is not paying now
it is not due to the fault of the man­
agement. I think the conditions ob­
taining are vastly different. Now
there is hardly any freight offering 
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nnd how can the boats pay. It is a
pity for the Minister of Shipping to
let this go unchallenged.

MR. BENNETT.—I quite appreciate
the remarks of the Minister of Ship­
ping but I would like to ask the Mini
ister of Shipping what subsidy there
was?

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—One
hundred thousand dollars. Nothing
has changed since Sir John Crosbie
was there.

MR. BENNETT.—Could you let us
know’ about the falling off in receipts?
Is the loss owing to additional charges
or the cost of operations.

MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—There
are not so many travelling.

MR. BENNETT.—The times are not
so good as they used to be since you
got in power.

MR. VINICOMBE.—Last year when
you came into power—I can see the
Hon. Prime Minister even now'—ev­
ery section of the railway policy was
read as if a drop of blood w'as being
wrung from his heart. His Excel­
lency, the. Hon. Minister of Marine,
as the Portuguese called him, bad you
all in his power. I do not know what
is in his mind but like Mr. Fox I
think he will hammer St. John’s by
making the terminals for the boats at
Argentia and Port Union. I know the
Hon. Minister of Marine is straight
and I now ask him is that so.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It is not so at all.

MR. VINICOMBE.—What about
building the big freight shed near the
railway station—and Mr. Hall threat­
ens to do it despite the Municipal
Council.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The other was not big
enough and freight was lying around
everywhere.

MR. VINICOMBE.—It looked as if
you did intend to hammer St. John’s.
It was all prepared but you fell down 
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on the job. We took a week off to get
the railway policy in and to-day the
only Bill we have is one to ratify what
was done last year. As the previous
speaker said we are going on the
rocks and the Hon. Minister of Jus­
tice thanks the men on this side for
exonerating him. He was away when
the trouble was caused last year. I
am sorry he is out of the House at
present as lie would be able to look
for the new policy as the people of
the country are looking for it. T#e
Hon. Prime Minister refers to Mr.
Archibald leaving him. Mr. MacDon-
nell left him too and he was the wise
guy as he is able to go back to St.
Georges’ alright. But Hon. Dr. Barnes
will be left if he does not do the sum­
mersault. Mr. Archibald is now in
Bay Roberts and Hr. Grace and the
people are flocking to him. You will
have to do the same if you want to be
safe for the next five years. When
the Hon. Prime Minister was bringing
in the railway bill last year we had
$300,000 for fish plates. I think 1920
will go on record as the year of fish
and fish plates. The people have not
enough to put on their plates now.
The Hon. Minister of Justice says the
railway was a national affair and Sir
John Crosbie was asked to go on the
Commission. I think that is a mistake
after reading the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter’s manifesto. We were told by Hon.
Minister of Justice to-night that he
has not read it. This brings my
words true that there are three part­
ies in the Government. That is the
reason I do not exonerate him and I
am ashamed of him to say that he did
not read the manifesto but still stands
by its author. Mr. Archibald and the
Hon. Minister of Education did come
in here through the Hon. Prime Min­
ister’s influence and he must be
shown up clearly before they could
leave him. But you sir are under no
compliments to him and you ought to 
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be ashamed to support his manifesto
even if you did not read it. Yon
should see how the country is going
and refuse to stand by him. I know
the Hon. Minister of Justice since his
childhood and I looked forward to
some day f eeing him a big man but it
is smaller he is getting. I thought,
sir, you were too cute a lawyer to let
them handle you. There are three of
you now hugging each other. My old
friend the Minister of Public Works,
who Mr. Higgins thought was asleep,
was only dreaming of Mr. Woodford
and how himself would spend the
money in his department right and
fair. But the first thing he does is
sign cheques for 57,800 for the snow
men in Hr. Main. They built snow
forts for the money up there and also
snow men with bits of coal in them for
eyes. He would be asleep for an-
other hour if he saw them. You were
sincere when you went in that office,
sir, and I often said I'd give anything
to be so pure as you but now I’d give
nothing. Talking of sleepers, I think
very soon you will not need to go to
Bonavista Bay for them—you will all
be taking a long sleep. I am tired of
talking to the Executive members and
now I am going to talk to Mr. Winsor,
Mr. Abbott, Capt. Jones and Mr. Gup­
py. If you do not say something the
Government will not do anything.
Stand out you, Minister of Works, you
know the tricks now. Get on to the
rank and file and say we will leave
the Government unless something is
done in this matter. You have mors
brains than the Executive members as
they- talk too much and forget half of
it. I’d laugh, too, sir, if I were get­
ting $0,000 a year like you. There
was a time when you 'worked hard,
sir.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—I
work harder than ever now.

MR. VINICOMBE.—You only imag­
ine it. Don’t you have messages from 

your own district. Or is it possible
that your’s is the only district in
which the people do not need help.
You took a week off and still have no
railway policy to bring down. That
is not good enough. When I contest­
ed St. John’s East I knew Sir M. P.
Cashin’s party would not be returned.
The two guns outside on the steps of
this House showed hard times were
coming.

HON MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—We will take them
away.

MR. VINICOMBE.—You need not
mind—they are good ornaments like
yourselves. Now Mr. Jennings I ap­
peal to you. I am tired of talking to
Hon. Mr. Coaker and Hon. Dr. Barnes
—they will do nothing. They say to
themselves, “we will hold on and get
all we can.” You could not blast
them out of it. And Capt. Jones, are
you getting it too. Didn’t you get it
for fish—it said so on that sheet there.
And you, Minister of Works, I can­
not help talking to you—you are not
so innocent as I thought you; you
got your job alright. Now Hon. Min­
ister of Marine and Hon. Minister of
Justice for God’s sake do something
foi Newfoundland. She is going down
further and further every day. All in
the country are looking to you, Minis­
ter of Justice, for justice. Never
mind thinking of your own pockets
but try to get the country out of the
hole. If you will show some way out
we will be satisfied. We are not
worrying about having the govern­
ment. I am satisfied to leave the Min­
ister of ’Works in his job 10 years if
he will only do something to take the
country cut of her troubles. Give
seme employment—the people cannot
live on a dailv dole or charity. And
Hon. Dr. Barnes, can’t you give out
some suggestion. If you don’t we
cannot do anything. You come in
here with no proposition to-day after 
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taking a week off to consider. You
were all off on a holiday and then the
Hon. Minister of Justice says, “we
had no time.'1 I bet he was off fish­
ing. Hon. Mr. Coaker was off on a
trip too while Newfoundland is being
bled instead of getting you together—
in a vault in the Custom House if
necessary, so that none could hear
you—and discussing the matter. Why
didn’t you do something. The House
should have been open even on Sat­
urday instead of closed. I will not
vote for that Bill. Hon. Minister of
Justice says he will because we did
something similar. I would support
it if done properly but I will not vote
to ratify the taking of $200,000 for a
branch railway which was done after
the House closed.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave No­
tice that he would on to-morrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Appointment of a
Temporary Commission for the city
of St. John’s.”

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the
Annual Report of the Registrar Gen­
eral of Births, Marriages and Deaths,
for year ending December 31st, 1920.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon next at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, June 27th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to ad­
journment.

On motion to adjourn, proposed by
Sir J. C. Crosbie, seconded by Mr. Hig­
gins, the House divided, when there
appeared for the motion Sir M. P.
Cashin. Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Ben­
nett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinni-
combe, Mr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sin­

nott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr MacDonnell,
Mr. Lewis—(12.)

And against it:
Minister of Justice, Minister of

Marine and Fisheries, Minister of
Education, Minister of Posts and Tele­
graphs, Hon. Mr. Foote, Minister of
Public Works, Actg. Minister of Ship­
ping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Abbott, Mr.
Winsor, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett,
GALLEY--538
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson,
(15).

So it passed in the negative and was
ordered accordingly.

Sir M P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Speaker, I

rise to a point of privilege. I have
here a copy of the Advocate of June
IGth. With the majority of what that
paper says about me I will not deal
but only a small part of it. I want to
read this to the House. The other
part I will leave out. (Reads Extract.)

I am not concerned with the Tory
Opposition nor the Government just
now .is you know. One night last
week I moved out here and took an
independent seat as you know, till
such time as the Government or
someone else would develop a policy
or bring down some concrete plan,
which will tell the workingmen what
they are going to do. Now, sir, I may
say to you while rising on this point
that since I left this House, I have
spoken to every section of Hr. Grace.
I started in Hr. Grace proper, and
there I addressed a meeting from the
South Side, Riverhead and Hr. Grace.
My next meeting was at Spaniard’s
Bay, Bishop’s Cove Shore, and Tilton
and Adams Cove and everywhere I
went I found a packed meeting. Speak­
ing at Island Cove I spoke to Bri­
an’s Cove and Island Cove. I went to
Bay Roberts Saturday night and there
I spoke to Coley’s Point, which cov­
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ers the entire district of Hr. Grace.
Now, sir, I may say to the Advocate
or anyone else with this delusion that
Hr. Grace is not behind Archibald,
that I never met one man who was
against, the stand I took. No that is
wrong I did meet one man and that
man was Mr. Alec. Squires and sure­
ly goodness nobody could expect me
to expect him to back me in my opin­
ion. Now, sir, as I stated I addressed
a meeting at Hr. Grace and after the
meeting this Resolution was brought
forward not by me but by the elect­
ors of Hr. Grace, as follows:

(Reads Resolutions and petitions.)
Now, Mr. Speaker, this petition is

signed by eight hundred and fifty-one
electors of Hr. Grace district, and I
am expecting before to-morrow is
over to have two hundred more sig­
natures attached to it which will mean
the entire present voting population
of Hr. Grace. Everyone knows the
people have gone to the fishery and
when you find eight hundred and fif­
ty-one men putting their names to this
petition backing my stand in the
House against the Government who
are only two years old you can imag­
ine the feeling in that district. I will
place this on the table of the House
for any member on either side to
read, but f don’t want to leave it
there too long because I prize it more
than anything I have or ever hope to
have, because it is a proof to me, sir,
that when a man takes a stand on his
conscience, as mine was taken, that
he strikes the average fair minded
man. When I left the Government
they had no policy and what better
proof of that do you want than that
this House closed for a week, to en­
able them to form a railroad policy,
and when they came back here they
had to appoint a Commission for that
purpose. This is no time to be ap­
pointing a Commission when the con­
tract expires on the thirtieth of June.

It should have been done long ago. I
want to say through the Reporters’
box to the country generally and Hr.
Grace particularly, I shall never for­
get the men who put their names to
that Resolution, and backed me up
before the eyes of the country, making
it impossible for any sneak to say
Archibald was doing things on his
own hook. Now, sir, let me tell you
further when I campaigned the dis­
trict of Hr. Grace in the General
Election, as either of my colleagues
will tell you, I stated to the district
that if they elected me and I came
back with the Government and that
Government did not do their best for
the country, either through inability
or design, I would resign my seat and
come back and tell theip. I have done
that Sir. I made that promise good,
and I feel sure that Dr. Barnes will
rise in his seat and verify that state­
ment. 1 may say to this House that
on every platform in the district from
which I spoke, I placed my seat in
the hands of my constituents, and you
see the result in this Resolution sign­
ed by eight hundred aijd fifty-one
people, backing me up in the face of
the fact that the present Government
is only two years old. Now Hr.
Grace cannot do two things at the one
time. It cannot stand by me and by
my colleagues also in staying where
they are, it is impossible, but that is
not for me to say, they can please
themselves, but I stated to the people
that if the Government failed’ to carry
out their promises I would come back
to them, and if anyone cares to read
my speech, or if anyone in Hr. Grace
will tell this House what I said, it
will be found that I did not make one
personal remark in it while putting
my. position before the people. I told
the people of Hr. Grace that the posi­
tion in the country to-day is so serious
that it will need the total efforts of
every man in this House, and the best 
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brains to be found outside of it to
bring her out of the difficulty, and
the position I take is this, sir. This
is no time for squabbling over party
politics. Wo should all get together
and make some concerted effort to
form some plan to meet conditions.

No, sir, I don’t intend to delay this
House any longer on this matter, any
more than I want this House to bear
in mind that I am not sitting here to­
day as Archibald. I am sitting here
as the district of Hr. Grace backed by
that district, and if any man rises to
fight me personally he can bear in
mind that he is fighting that district
at the same time.

I heard that the Prime Minister said
that he was glad to get clear of Arch­
ibald. I did not hear his remark per­
sonally. Now I have nothing to say
against the Prime Minister or any
other member of the Government, I
think that if they are fair-minded
men they will state that when Archi­
bald was with the Government, his
main interest was not himself nor did
he cause any unnecessary trouble, I
was only interested in trying to see
if something could not be done for
the people, and I don’t think there is
a man oi. the Government side who
will contradict that statement. Archi­
bald has never been an office beater.
Since I was elected I have not been
in the Government offices many
times, and when I was there it was on
public business Now, Sir, I don’t
know what reason the Prime Minis­
ter had for that statement, but the
only reason I can think of is this:
Archibald might have been fighting a
little too hard in the public interest.
If he has any other reason I don’t
know of it. When the Prime Minister
stated that he can do without Archi­
bald he stated that he can do with­
out Hr. Grace district also. I want to
be fair to him and to every other
member of this House, and I expect 

the same treatment in return, and I
want to repeat before taking my seat,
I took this stand in my best judg­
ment, and if I made a mistake I have
to stand up under it, but Hr. Grace is
making the same mistake I made be­
cause they are backing me in the
stand I have taken.

MR. SAMSON.—Mr. Speaker, with
your permission I would like to say a
word on this matter. Mr. Archibald
has reminded us that he has taken his
stand because the Government was
not doing what they should, and I ap­
preciate his independent spirit, but
what I cannot understand is that if
he thought the Government was doing
wrong, why he did not come to the
party meetings and state his opinion
and outline his plans if he had any,
and then if we turned him down as a
party, he would have a perfect /right
to take the stand he has taken, and
he would not be there alone, but he
stayed away from those meetings all
except one, and he attended only
throe sessions of this House this
year, and then he takes an independ­
ent seat when it suits his purpose,
and says that Hr. Grace is backing
him against the Government. I say
that his action does not show any
spirit of independence.

SIR M. I-. CASHIN.—Mr. Archibald
is prepared to vote for any proposition
which is for the good of the country.
He is not the man who will jump for
the crack of the whip. I am surely
very sort;. there are not many other
men like Mr. Archibald. If that were
the case we would not be telling the
people that six millions of dollars
have been lost, we would not to-day
be taxing the people and the fisher­
men seventy-five per cent. You have
put one dollar on a barrel of flour
and one hundred per cent, on some
other articles. When the Budget was
tabled it was proven to be in the in­
terests of the fishermen to have a duty 
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on steel barrels but the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries dropped during
his speeeli that he wanted revenue
and after accepting salaries and in­
creasing them you talk of independ­
ence. Mr. Speaker, I apologize for
having taken this privilege and thank
you for having listened to me.

MR. BENNETT.—I would like Sir,
with your permission to make a few
remarks. When Mr. Archibald re­
moved his seat from the other side of
the House, I took occasion to express
my admiration of his courage and
stand. His address at that removal
impressed every member of the House.
This afternoon Mr. Archibald has re­
turned after laying his case before his
constituents and asking them for their
endorsation or disapproval. He said
it they would endorse his stand he
would return and if they did not he
would never come back. He lias gone
to every part of the district and has
held meetings presided over by men
who were the chairmen in 1919. These
men must also have changed their
views of the Government. And he has
come back with the endorsation of his
district. Therefore Mr. Archibald is
in a stronger position than any man
in this House because of that endors­
ation. Why do not the members on
the other side go to their districts and
seek the endorsation of their con­
stituents.

MR. BENNETT—Is every man on
the other side prepared to go and ask
for the endorsation of the Govern­
ment’s conduct for the past eighteen
months? I have no hesitation but ev­
ery district would decree the warrant
of disapproval. Then forsooth a man
gets up here and says a man is not
independent because he does not get up
at a party meeting and express his
opinion. I know you have not had a
party meeting for over a month.
Things have been tabled here which go
to show that only the Prime Minister
and not his Executive have known of 

them. It is a Joke. Every member of
this House should sit in an indepen­
dent seat. No man should be here to
bo dictated to by another. But when
a man leader or Government breaks
faith with the people then every man
ought to get up and protest. Does the
honourable members fear to say that
the government hac kept faith with the
people? .Every possible pledge con­
tained in the Prime Minister’s mani­
festo has been broken.

MR. SAMSON—What manifesto has
been kept?

MR. BENNETT—You are young in
life yet. Is that what you know? Did
you ever read the manifesto of the
Prime Minister7

MR. SAMSON—It was impossible to
carry it out.

MR. BENNETT—Then that is the
Prime Minister you will follow. Of
course it was impossible to carry it
out. Still you will follow him trying
to do impossibilities. oYu are falling
down on the job every time. Then you
attack a man who has the blood and
the manhood to get up here and have
the courage of his convictions. You
have got to do as you are told here,
and now hold, your tongue. What you
right is all wrong. Mr. Speaker, I do
not want to delay the House, but I
must again congratulate Mr. Archi­
bald. I do not care if he goes back to
the Government to-morrow, but I must
congratulate him because having all
the opportunities before with the Gov­
ernment he has the courage to get up
and join issue with it and say that it
has not done right by the country, it
is not trying to save the country from
the ruins and disaster into which it is
drifting. He says I am not satisfied
take this stand it would not be doing
to pull her out of the hole. Some one
else has got to do it. He then says I
have no further confidence in you and
that means a vote of a want of confi­
dence in the Government as far as he
is concerned. And if you went back
•to your respective districts for the en- 
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dorsation ho so easily obtained I feel
sure each of them would also vote a
want of confidence in the present gov­
ernment. Would the West Coast en­
dorse the actions of the Government
for the past eighteen months? You
would not save your nomination fee.

MR. SAMSON—How about Twillin­
gate. Come down and see.

MR. BENNETT—Come to St. John’s
West. The people of Twillingate were
asleep during 1919. But are they asleep
to-day. I am sure they are not. Dur­
ing 1919 there were in a comatose
state or perhaps they were hypnotised

MR. HIGGINS—When a man ceases
to be a subject be cannot be hypnotised
the second time. That is a medical
fact. Do you remember Cullen?

MR. BENNETT—The honourable
members on the other side would' do
well to consider if the step Mr. Archi­
bald took was advisable or not. I
quite appreciate your determination to
stick together. If the policy being
pursued by the Government is not
right it is up to you to set the govern­
ment right. Here we have been here
for the past three months and nothing
has been done yet. We have been try­
ing to put the search light of the pub­
lic eye on the actions of the govern­
ment, and let the public see for them­
selves and if the Opposition do not
take this stand it would nbt oe doing
its duty and the country would all the
more quickly drift to the precipice of
ruin and financial disaster. This Op­
postion has been working for a pur­
pose, and that is that this country may
be saved. We adjourned last week for
six days that you may bring down a
railway policy. This is a very impor-
.tant matter and nothing has yet been
done. This involves millions of dol­
lars, and we are not going to allow this
House to close until all this has been
considered. We roust not have a repe­
tition of what was done last year when
the House closed. You took over the
railway and to-day we are faced with
a deficit of $1,625,000. This was lost on 

its operation. It is not in the interest
of the country to let the House close
until some definite policy as to the op­
eration of the railroad has been hand­
ed down. This is the line we are go­
ing to follow which has been outlined
by the Leader of the Opposition. Has
the Government the ability, can it see
daylight throught the proposition? If
you have you have been wasting a lot
of precious time. A wonderful man
has arrived in the city to bring us into
the promised lane. He is no less a
personage than tiiv Ate Vice-President
of the Canadian I «•.< !f,c Railway. If |ie
is to advise the Government his ad­
vice will involve perhaps some thirty
millions of dollars which this country
cannot afford and which is not neces­
sary to meet the situation. The govern­
ment party is the proper body to dis­
cuss the problem. Were the outside
members asked for an opinion?

MR. SAMSON—Yes, we were.
MR. BENNETT—What were you ask

ed?
MR. SAMSON—I will not tell. Ask

the Executive.
. MR. BENNETT—Now you will not
have a party meeting until the House
closes Then you will do as you like.
The whole country is watching. The
country wants its representatives to
take an independent stand like Mr. Ar­
chibald. Mr. Archibald is on? pedes­
tal to-day. No matter who follows or
who leads let us Lope that a better or­
der of things will ensue to see express
their candid opinions. The Government
is falsely satisfied that everything is
going along all right. The working
men have come to the Bar of thin
House to demand satisfaction and soon
the business men will come and do the
same. The whole country is paralyz­
ed owing to the incompetency of those
who have been unfortunately called
upon to be the government of the coun
try. Therefore 1 desire to thank you
Mr Speaker for the privilege accord­
ed me to express my highest admira­
tion for Mr. Archibald’s action.
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SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would like
to say a word or two with regard to
Mr. Archibald’s action. I will not de­
lay the House long. Now do you see
what happened when you would not al­
low me to proceed. Not alone has Par­
liament been abused but its rights and
dignity has not been upheld. You jump
up Sir, and ask that ten gentlemen
arise. It is the first time that ten gent
lemen arose in this House at the same
time. I had no intention whatever of
saying very much about this matter,
but now I have a lot to say. Mr. Ar­
chibald I wish to congratulate you
again. I also congratulate the greater
force namely the district of Hr. Grace
for showing its hand as it has during
the last ten days. If no other district
has independent people well Hr. Grace
has them. That is my answer. The
honourable member for Twillingate
asks where did Mr. Archibald show his
independence. That is a silly question
to ask, but the honourable member
knows the answer and the only easeup
he can grasp for the pain of conscience
is that we are passing through terrible
limes. You said Archibald brought
nothing forward at the meeting, but
you also said you did the same.

MR. SAMSON—I am not taking an
independent seat

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Thank you.
But do you know you are not showing
your manhood. You are beginning to
realise the Government is gone. You
ought to take another week off with
your King and see that things are set
right. And I believe that you did not
take the oath. I suppose he forgot to
give it to you. He said you are one
of the faithful and when you come
back I will administer it to you.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
& FISHERIES—It is not in the consti­
tution.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—When a man
lias got to vote for a union candidate
what independence has he got. He is
dictated to by you. What have you
got to say Mr. Jennings? Mr. Samson 

were you ever at an auction at Bas-
tow's? Well once, twice, you are go­
ing. You would not have had much of
a chance getting into this House, but
for the Union. There was a Samson
once, but he has not come since. Ex­
actly you have not the same strength.
You also admitted that Mr. Archibald
did not say any more than you or your
Government did. The people of Har­
bor Grace are not so much against the
Government as the man who crucified
them. They are crying out with star­
vation and it has spread to Trinity.

MR. SAMSON—The boss pulled your
leg once.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I pulled his
a dozen times. You admit there was
no manifesto carried out or read till
I called notice to it.

MR. SAMSON—I did not say I did
not read it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If you did
you would hang yourself like Judas.

MR. SAMSON—We did not have to
work on the manifesto.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—While the cat
is out the mice can play. If he were
here you would not speak. As to two
men pulling my leg. I got an anony­
mous letter and a message asking on
behalf of the sender and 30 others to
try and get the government to pro­
vide something in the way of work to
save themselves and families. His
name is Caleb Reid. I do not know if
he voted for you or not.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—That is old
news. I got a similar message. You
are in a general mess over everything
and they all seem to apply to you. I
sent a man from the Agriculture and
Mines Dept, to survey for a railway
connecting road from Lead Cove to
Caplin Cove. This would give an ex­
penditure of $3 000; it would be a
great utility and would help them out.
But 30 others protested against the
road and wanted a railway. This was
most unreasonable and I said we can­
not build one now. These very people,
and I would tell them if they were here 
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are most unreasonable. They were of­
fered employment and I tried to ad­
vance them supplies. Most of them
got to the fishery or secured work. For
that matter you can get similar mess­
ages from all parts. I defy Sir John
Crosbie or Sir M. P. Cashin to meet
all these cases.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—That is a
poor answer and I am sorry to say you
are making the matter worse. You
should not say these people are un­
reasonable as they are only trying to
provide for next winter.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—It was un­
reasonable to look for a railroad.
Your message is a week old.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It is dated
the 25th, but with you in charge it
might easily be month old or it
might not be delivered at all.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—Don’t be so
small. Get down to business—you are
talking through your hat.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If I had my
hat on you wou!d not know if I had
the right to wear it or not. A message
came to me a few days ago from Con
ception Bay, and the sender who had
come by train was in my doorway
when it was delivered to me. There
is no excuse for such a service. You
know as well as I do that the whole
thing, is in a bungle. You don’t know
if you are on your head or vour heels.

AON. MIN. OF POSTS—I am popu­
lar with the employees; that is a good
sign I am a good man. They1 are ex.
pressing regret that I am leaving.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—So you are go
ing too like the Minister of Shipping.
You are a time server. Now I would
like to ask the Hon. Minister of Jus­
tice who is Sir George Bury who is
now here.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I do not
know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I suppose he
will go over the railway and I don’t
believe any one in the Executive but
the Hon. Prime Minister knew he was
coming. If you did, it was by accident

.Here we are for 12 weeks and we are
blamed for obstruction, but we are on­
ly asking for a railway policy. The
I-ion. Primo Minister is ahide with it
in his pocket and wc> will know no more
of it. You talk of independence, and
yet you squander money which you
knew was wrong. Mr. Archibald has
reason to be proud of the support giv­
en him by his people and you would
be the same if you could unload your­
self like him. Mr. Archibald was
right when he said he was looked on
with suspicion ii he went to a party
meeting or spoke to me in the Cros­
bie Hotel. You had a bodyguard aft­
er him. Don't keep on coming in here
and looking wise. Do something and
stop those messages coming for assist­
ance and get the people to work. I
have lost faith In the Hon. Minister of
Marine, the Minister of Justice is no
good, but if yoa the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter don't do something quick for the
Conception Bay people they will rise
in their might in a way that you will
never forget. They are getting tired
of appealing and if you saw the sights
which I did on Saturday you would do
something. I never saw the same be­
fore. These are critical times it is
true, but what I dislike is your indiff­
erence. The honourable member for
Twillingate told Mr. Archibald he was
not of the same opinion as last year.
Someone may say the same to him
coon. The man who does not change
his mind sometimes is no good. I con­
gratulate you Mr. Archibald—you will
be here when the men who think they
have the lock on the door will be gone
Men who took the position you did will
be long remembered. You and I, Hon.
Minister of Education owe that Bay
something, and I appeal to you. You
got to get legs under them, and I want
to say to you, sir, that I was in Port
de Grave and your district on Saturday
and something must be done quickly
or you will hear from the crowTd. Give
it your immediate attention. You are
representing Com.option Bay in the Ex 
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ecutive and it is up to you to do some­
thing or tho trouble will be on your
shoulders.

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—I rise.
Mr. Speaker, to reply briefly, Mr. Ar­
chibald was my colleague, and I regret
that he has seen fit to sever his con­
nection with this side. I find no fault
with the course he lias taken. Mr. Ar­
chibald and .1 were two years together
and I think he wii' agree with me that
the relationship was cordial, and on
every occasion he communicated with
me any wish ho had lor the betterment
o’ the district. I did riy best to meet
him

MR ARCHIBALD—I trust the same
cordial relationship exists.

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—Dur­
ing the election campaign he made
the same statement as he has made
here—that if the government was not
up to their representations he would
separate from it. I understand he went
to the district and held meetings as he
told us, but I feel slighted in that he
did not invite me as I would have been
pleased to have been there and present
my side of the case—and there is a
side. He has taken an independent
stand and the gentlemen of the Oppo­
sition have made a great deal of it.
Whilst he took that stand he is not
the only one of an independent mind.
As to the condition of the district, I
appreciate the remarks of Sir John
Crosbie. I have been doing my best
to meet the difficulties with the means
at my disposal which are not confined
to Newfoundland. In Canada the rail­
waymen are working only 4 days a
week and many are out of employment
prices are high and the times are as
difficult as here. Sometimes I think
my friends’ object is to hide that point
as they are aware of the conditions in
Canada and the United States. It is
not due to the government here, but
they are confronted with problems
such as none ever met before.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—What are they.
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HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—You
know the conditions.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Who brought
them about?

HON, MIN. OF EDUCATION—It is
the aftermath of the war. While the
stiuggle was on we did not realize
there was a war, but now we are up
against it, and we have to face it, and I
have faith enough to think the gov­
ernment will find the way out. When
I am convinced they cannot do it I will
have sufficient courage to desert too.

MR. ARCHIBALD—You will not
wait till we are all ruined will you?

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—I will
not do that either. I have just read
through this petition, and I see there
are 851 names to it. I notice by look­
ing up the returns of the last Election
in Hr. Grace that the highest candi-
■iate on the Opposition ticket, Mr. A.
W. Piccott poll’d 821 votes and Mr.
Archibald, after canvassing the district
comes back with petitions signed by
S51 persons, or just 30 more than the
number of votes polled by Mr. Piccott
in 1919.

MR. ARCHIBALD—Will you be hon­
est in this thing Dr. Barnes, do you not
recognize many of these names as
those of our friends in the last Elec­
tion;’are not eighty per cent, of them
the names of your own supporters.

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—I ad­
mit that if it were not for the fact that
many of the people in the District have
gone to the fishery you would have had
a greater number of names, but, nev­
ertheless, as I go on to the end of the
list I find many of my old Tory friends
there. They are always opposed to
me.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Speaker, I rise
to second the motion for adjournment.
I think it is peculiarly fitting and ap­
propriate that adjournment should be
taken after the frightful mess the
Hon. Dr. Barnes has made of his de­
fence of the Government. It were far
better that he had kept the respect 
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won in this House by his silence than
to have forfeited it by attempting to
champion such a helpless, hopeless
conglomeration as the present Gov­
ernment • I could understand a priv­
ate member thinking he ought to get
up and say something to bolster such
a cause but for one of the ringleaders
to get up and say to this House that
present conditions are not brought
about by lack of attention to their
duties on the part of the Executive
when only three minutes ago we have
the report of Sir Geo. Bury on what
should be done with the railway, and
this comes to us on this the 27th of
.Tune, while the railway closes down
on July 30th. Don’t talk of after­
war problems. God save us, it was
no after-war problem that 12 months
ago the House was open and every­
one knew that the railway problem
was as acute as it is to-day yet no
legislation was taken. Now, two days
before the railway is to close down
you bring in Sir Geo. Bury’s report
for which you will pay him a fat fee
although wheh he leaves here he will
not. be able to spell the names on the
stations. If one crowning act of in­
competence were necessary it is the

; bringing of him down here and ex­
pecting him to get down to local con­
ditions in a day or two. Of course he
has too much brains not to realize
that this crowd is so hopelessly dense
that he can do what he likes with
them. You have no conditions in
Canada such as you have here. The
great trouble with our railway is that
in the freight and passenger traffics
you have to compete with water
routes to seaport points and you can­
not do it. It is no trouble to make
freight rates to Grand Falls and oth­
er inland points but where you have to
compete with coastal boats you can­
not do it. If you want to know how to
run the railway go get John Powell,
Will Joyce, or Mr. Graham and they 

will tell you what you want to know.
Ask Sir Geo. Bury if he can get men
in Canada to do the kind of work our
men do

I say that report is as much valuc^
as the report of the Auditors you
brought down here to put Sir Michael
Cashin and Sir John Crosbie in jail.
You invite a man in here and you’ll
pay him 825,000 if a cent and he can
tell you nothing about the railway,
while you have men in this country
with twenty-five years experience, not
the Reids but men who have been act­
ually running the railway, and these
are ignored. Take the Trinity Branch
for example, experts said that it
would cost a fortune to put the loop
there but local men go in and do the
work at a comparatively small cost.
No wonder people are becoming sick
of it all and I say now it is time to
adjourn the House till we see ■what
the latest thing is going to be. This
is the 27th of June and 72 hours from
to-day the railway closes down. Do
you think we are going to wait till
June 30th, and then say amen to any-"
thing you might bring in? Are you
going to close it up or are you going
to run it? The Minister of Education
says that conditions as we have them
to-day are after-war conditions but
what have after-war conditions to do
with the $70,000 for salt? What have
they to do with the absolutely illegal
principle of buying fish and all the
other scandals the Government have
to their credit? If after-war condi­
tions justified the expenditure of these
moneys why was not the West Coast
treated the same as the North dilat-
oriousness and bull-headedness of the
Minister of Fisheries and his blind
perversity to a theory and blind faith
in the Regulations which, if they were
necessary at all, should have come off
long before they did, that was respon­
sible for most of it. In conclusion, I
would say that it is still right and 
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proper that we should adjourn this
House till we have seen what this
great man who has been brought down
here is going to say.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Speaker,
when my colleague, Hon. Dr. Barnes,
said a' few moments ago that he had
been slighted by me when I did not
invite him to the meetings which I
held in Hr. Grace District, he did not
put the position fairly because when
I took an independent seat in this
House I made the promise that 1
would go back to my constituents and,
after explaining my position to them,
give them the opportunity to either
endorse the stand I had taken or ex-
press their disapproval of it by ask­
ing me to resign my seat. It was in
pursuance of that promise that I went
to the District and explained my posi­
tion. I had nothing whatever to do
with the position of Hon. Dr. Barnes
and I might further state now that
not alone did I explain to my consti­
tuents where I stood, but I offered
them my seat in this House. Dr.
Barnes has sent an idea broadcast
that the names on the petition that
has been sent in here from the Dis­
trict of Hr. Grace, as a result of my
action in taking an independent seat,
were those of people who supported
the Opposition in the General Elec­
tion.

HON. DR. BARNES.—That is not
correct.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—The inference
that Dr. Barnes evidently desired to
have drawn from his remarks was
quite plain. He said that by refer­
ence to the returns he found that the
vote polled by the highest Opposition
candidate was 821 while I had come
back with a petition signed by some
850 people and to-morrow the Gov­
ernment papers will feature the fact
that because the number of names on
the petition was identical with the
number of votes polled by the Oppo­

sition, the persons whose names are
appended to the former must neces­
sarily be the same or in other words
that it was cnly Opposition supporters
who backed the stand that I took, but
I want to tell Dr. Barnes that I went
through the District and I know the
sentiment that exists there and I know
too that at least 80% of the names on
that petition are those of our friends
in the General Election, and now, Mr.
Speaker. 1 shall put a fair question
to the hon. gentleman with regard to
the names that he sees there. I would
ask Dr. Barnes to look over the names
of Island Cove alone where there were
240 voters and all of whom went solid
for us in 1519. He will notice on that
petition the names of only 210 who
endorsed the stand I took. Dr. Barnes
qualified Bay Roberts and fearing the
idea would go forth that 1 was backed
by the Opposition I want to tell Dr.
Barnes that the whole district of Hr.
Grace is absolutely opposed to the
Government to-day. If I had taken
Dr. Barnes to Hr. Grace with me on
my recent campaign, I would have
been the worst enemy he ever had. I
want to be straight and fair with him
and I also do not wish to be mis­
represented. I want to make this of­
fer to Dr. Barnes and Mr. Gosse that
if they will resign their seats I will
resign mine and contest the district
with them. That ought prove whether
all the support I got was from Op­
position people or not. If the people
had not been gone to the Labrador,
as Dr. Barnes well knows, I would
have brought back at least as many
names as the number that supported
me at the general election. Now you
will find on that list as it is now, at
least 50% of those who supported Dr.
Barnes and myself at the election;
and there are a couple of hundred
more names to come from Bay Rob­
erts to-morrow. I took this stand on
my own initiative. I did nbt know 
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when I was taking It whether Hr.
Grace was going to support it or not.
T resent the insinuation that I went
over and brought back opposition
votes. As to why I moved out of the
Government, I think I have already
given the reason on a previous oc­
casion and my friend Mr. Higgins has
again made it clear this evening ip
talking of the railroad. I want to tell
Dr. Barnes that if he is sincere in the
statement that he made this evening
he will get out to-morrow morning,
because I have been speaking to the
men highest up in the Government and
they told me that they do not know
what will happen next. I did not
leave the Government as a joke. I
left because I wanted to play the part
of a manly Newfoundlander. The idea
went through Hr. Grace town recent­
ly, through the Prime Minister’s fath­
er, that that district would get noth­
ing from the Government because of
my stand. Well then let Hr. Grace
be done dirty and I will bring a crowd
here who will demand their rights. I
will show that I can bring more than
Opposition men too. Conditions in
most parts of my district to-day, Mr.
Speaker, .are absolutely appalling. Go
to Spaniard’s Bay to-day and what do
you find. You will find a few men
fitting out for the fishery and the rest
are all idle. What they are going to
do to maintain their families I do not
know. Something has got to be done
for them and as long as I hold a seat
in the centre of this House I will take
no chance on having any one portion
of my district neglected. I know of a
telegram coming from my district,
since I took an independent stand,
asking for five hundred dollars and in
return five thousand dollars was sent
by the Government. That was the re­
sult of my moving out of the Govern­
ment. Now I am not going to allow
any false statements to go through
the country that the district of Hr.

Grace was not backing me, so I repeat
my offer to Dr. Barnes and Mr. Gosse.
Let them resign their seats to-morrow
and I will resign mine and contest the
district. I am prephred to take my
medicine, if they can give it to me.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed and on motion of Hon. the Minis­
ter of Justice, the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the appointment of a
temporary Commission for the City of
St. John’s." was introduced and read
a first time and it. was ordered that it
be read a second time on to-morrow.

MR. MOORE asked the Minister of
Shipping to lay on the Table of the
House a statement showing the num­
ber of uniforms made for officials of
the steamers operated by his Depart­
ment, since the 15th November, 1919,
the price paid for the same during the
first half of 1920, the second half of
1920, and up to date in 1921, and the
price proposed to be paid in the latter
half of this year. Also the number of
uniforms given to each tailor or tail­
oring firm during each of these periods
and the reason for the transfer in any
case. Also to state what was paid for
the making of these uniforms during
the first half of 1919 and the second
half of 1919, and by whom they were
made at these times.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Public Works to lay on the
Table of the House a statement show­
ing the number of uniforms made for
anj' official of the Department admin­
istered by his office, from the 15th of
November 1919, the price paid for the
same during the first half of 1920 and
the second half of 1920 and up to date
in 1921, and the price proposed to be
paid in the latter half of this year.
Also the fiumber of uniforms given to
each tailor or tailoring firm during
each of these periods, and the reason
for the transfer in any case. Also to
state what was paid for the making
of these uniforms during the first half
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of 1919, anti the second half of 1919
and by whom they were made at these
times.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to
lay on tLe Table of the House, a state­
ment showing the number of uniforms
made for Post Office Officials and
Telegraph Office officials from the
15th of November, 1919, the price paid
for the same during the first half of
1920, the second half of 1920, and up
to date in 1921, and the price propos­
ed to be paid in the latter half of this
year. Also the number of uniforms
given to each tailor or tailoring firm
during each of these periods and the
reason for the transfer in any case.
Also to state what was paid for the
making of these uniforms during the
first half of 1919, and the second half
of 1919 and by whom they were made
at these times.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice to lay on the Table
of the House a statement showinglilSi
who has been making police uniforms
since 15th November 1919, the price
paid for same during the first half of
1920, second half of 1920, and up to
date <n 1921, and the price proposed
to be paid in the latter half of this
year. Also the number of uniforms
given to each tailor or tailoring firm
during each of these periods, and the
reason for the transfer in any case.
Also to state what was paid for the
making of these uniforms during the
first half of 1919 and the second half
of 1919 and by whom they were made
at these times.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, to lay on the Table
of the House a stalement showing the
number of uniforms made for the ac­
count of the Commission from the
first of July last up to date showing:—

(a) The number made for the
railway officials, and

(b) For the steamship officials; by
whom each were made and the
amounts paid for each.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice to lay on the Table
of the House, a report from the In­
spector General of Constabulary stat­
ing the result of his recent visit
abroad in connection with fire fight­
ing, or life saving apparatus for pub-'
lie institutions, what cities were vis­
ited by him, and what purchases of
machinery, or equipment he made;
also what is the cost of the horses
maintained by the Fire Department
at the present time, and what was the
cost two years ago; how many fewer
horses are employed now that motor-
driven engines and other apparatus
have been installed; what was the
cost of this machinery, and what is
the cost of operating it; and also what
was paid since the 15th November,
1919 for the upkeep of the motor car
used by the Inspector General, and is
it the intention of the Government, in
view of the crying need of economy
and the reduction of the salaries of
minor public officials, to permit the
Inspector General to retain this mot­
or car after. the end of the present
fiscal year.

MR. SINNOTT asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries how
much money was spen tin repairs to
the old public wharf at Trinity since
November the 15th, 1919, and how
much in removing ballast from the
said wharf.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill
entitled “An Act to Indemnify the St
John’s Municipal Commission for
Acts done in connection with recent
Public Works” was read a third time
and passed and it was ordered that it
be engrossed, being entitled as above
and that it be sent to the Legislative
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Council with a message, requesting
the concurrence of that body in its
provisions.

Pursuant to order, and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider certain Re­
solutions for the Confirmation of an
Agreement between the Government
and the Pulp and Paper Corporation
of America.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Scammell took the Chair of

Committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred—had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again. „

On motion this report was received,
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

The remaining Orders of the Day
wore deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House adjourned accordingly.

TUESDAY, June 28th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

At a quarter past three of the clock
there being no quorum present, Mr.
Speaker adjourned the House until to­
morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly. ,

WEDNESDAY, June 29th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave
notice that he would on to-morrow
ask leave to introduce a Bill to amend

Chapter 210 of the Consolidated Sta­
tutes (Third Series) • entitled “Of
Warehouse Receipts and other Se­
curities in the possession of the
Banks.”

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask the Minister of Pub­
lic Works what arrangements are be­
ing made to provide for the families
of those men who are being sent out
to work on the roads which the Gov­
ernment intends building.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS—
Mr. Speaker, in reply to the hon.
gentleman I might say that an ar­
rangement has been made whereby the
men going out from the different
places can get a certain quantity of
supplies from merchants on an order
from the Department of Public Works.
And we have arranged that these or­
ders be sent out. One copy will re­
main in the department, of the am­
ount of supplies and the amount will
be, deducted from the wages.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Thank you, I do
not see for the life of me how the
Government can expect men going
down there and getting only $2.50 per
day to pay for their food.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—It is the
same arrangement as made for the
railway men.

MR. ARCHIBALD—What I am try­
ing to get at is, if you saddle these
men to pay for their food in addition
to trying to keep their children from
starvation, how can you expect them
to do it. It will cost them at the best
50c. to live—how can a family of 5 or
6 do it on S2 a day. They barely exist
but now you are going to hold over
their heads a Bill for stuff for the
children while the men are down
there. On behalf of the people of Hr.
Grace I want an answer, if you can
give it, whether you will give them
the $2 free, and even then they will be
able to feed only poorly. Otherwise
you are sending them on a fool’s er­
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rand. In this district, which is one
of the most reasonable in the country,
there are about 1900 of these people. I
have done a lot of work for them and
am prepared to do it again. They
hive managed to live along but now
they are poor and I do not want to
see the Government take part of their
S2 which they have to feed their fam­
ilies. It is simply ridiculous.

MR. SAMSON.—How are they paid
over your way.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I employ them
fishing at $50 to $60 a month and
when seme of them knocked off last
year they had their own homes and
ponies. You are asking a fool ques­
tion. I can tell you I have given them
more money as a present at the end
of the season than for fishing.

MR. SAMSON.—You misunderstand
me. I asked what labor have they
got.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—There are no
men there now, thanks to the action of
the Government.

MR. SAMSON.—It is due to your in­
difference.

MR. ARCHIBALD.-—The men here
are from Spaniard’s Bay. Here are
53 names from Tilton where they are
perishing.

MR. SAMSON.—You had money
from the Public Works Department
and why did you not spend it for
them. There are no special sections
where we are concerned and we have
a three-man district.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—We have. The
Hon. Dr. Barnes looks after Country
Path and Shearston, etc. Capt. Gosse
looks after another section and I at­
tend to Hr. Grace proper. These men
are from above my district. I am
sorry I was on that side so long. I
tell you straight now that the only
ones against me for the stand I have
taken are the Government and one
member from my district. The months
will prove who is taking the right 

stand. I do not want to get down to
personalities.

MR. SAMSON.—I asked what work
was there for 25c. per hour. It is your
fault if the money is not spent.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Isn’t there any­
one idle in your district?

MR. SAMSON.—But I don’t know
whose fault it is.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—It is the fault of
the administration.

MR. SAMSON.—If the money is left
in the Works Department-It is our
fault but while I can I will spend it.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—The reason I
kept the. money in the Department is
because there are more people on the
rocks there htan in any other district
and the fishermen do not expect me to
do otherwise than keep it for the
poor who are left at home when the
others have gone to the fishery. I am
talking of those from Spaniard’s Bay
up. If I kept it to their advantage is
that the re'ason why I should now be
crossed here.

MR. SAMSON.—If Capt. Jones had
one section of our district and the
people were starving, and I had
money, wouldn’t he get it from me
and not make it public here.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I’ll show- you
the names on this petition and they
are not Opposition men though the
Hon. Minister of Education said so. I
am fighting for my people and will
not waste the time of the House with
you.

MR LEGROW.—You should both go
out in the park.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—There are lots
of fellows here who would be better
out in the park; from the view of the
workingman the whole Government
would be better out there. I am not
afraid to take my stand and 6 months
will prove it would be better for you
if you did the same. Go from Hoyles-
town to the railway station and you
will find the business men have not 
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enough confidence in the Government
to buy goods to put on their shelves.
The situation is too serious now for
party politics. That’s why I’m here
this evening. If I told what some of
the men on Water St. said to me, you
would be afraid to stay here twenty-
five minutes. Their fixtures are emp­
ty and they are afraid to import new
goods because they do not know what
the Government will do next. The
proof that I am doing service to my
district by my stand is the sending of
the men to Badger to work. And the
Hon. Minister of Education met them
on the street and took them to hotels
and paid their bills. I am on my feet
in the interest of the poor, particularly
of Hr. Grace. I want to know if they
are to bo sent to the woods to be
eaten by mosquitoes and not get
enough to buy oil to keep off the
pests.

MR. SAMSON—If they will not go
for $2.50 a day they must stay home.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Don’t you go
over there if you talk that way. I
was trying to tell when you crossed
me that I understand the Hon. Min­
ister of Education had a telegram
saying the men were coming back be­
cause the conditions, did not suit
them. I do not know the reason, but
he tried to put it over on me. The
district would not need help if he did
what is right. I am going to put it
up to the Government and see if they
can handle it. I do not want to be
tripped up by the introduction of per­
sonalities as I am not a finished
speaker. One man over three who al­
ways took a large number of men to
the Labrador, has 1,000 qtls. of fish
left over and I ask the Government if
they will buy it. I refer to Capt.
Mose Young, one of the finest men in
Spaniard’s Bay and I ask the Gov­
ernment to take this fish off his hands
and allow him to go on with his busi­
ness. He bought it at the North. You 

ought to crow alright but you will not
sit on Hr. Grace while I am here. It
is an outrage for the Minister of Pub­
lic Works to say they will give these
men $2.50 a day and charge them for
their food while in transit and while
their children at home are starving.
You ought to be ashamed. Why not
be big enough to try and do some­
thing. It you will not make a job of
it—forget it. Are you going to back
the Government, Mr. Samson, in ask­
ing the men to pay for their grub.

MR. SAMSON.—Yes, while they
have a free pass up and down. It is
better to give 2 men $2.50 each than
to give one man $3.50.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Will he have
any money after feeding his children?

MR. SAMSON.—Not much—but
don’t be unreasonable. They will be
cnly a few days in transit.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—You want to
charge them to pay back the Govern­
ment their bill. It is ridiculous. As
long as I am on my feet I will show
you something else that is happening
in Hr Grace. I read the petition. I
am not here for a joke and I will read
it now for you. It applies to Capt.
Gosse’s end of the district. (Reads
petition.)

It is signed by 53 men of Tilton
where they are destitute. If Capt.
Gosse were in his seat I’d give him
the time of his life to explain why
they are hungry. Still you find fault
with me for trying to fln^ out why
the Government are asking them to
pay up. Get them the work and I will
back you but what you are doing is
only a joke. Building roads is only
poor relief and the Colony gets no
returns. You give poor relief for an-
other six months and it will be easy
enough to talk to the Government.
Now, will somebody In the Govern­
ment, somebody responsible, give me
their word that the families of these
men will bo looked after while they 
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are in transit and until they have
earned something to send home? It is
mean and contemptible to consider
sending these people down there to go
to work and leave their families de­
stitute in the meantime and then the
only excuse that there is to offer is
that this would be pauper relief. If
that is all the common sense you
have, for God’s sake give up the job
and let someone else do it. Now, I’m
going to ask the question again. Will
the Government see to it that, these
people are looked after? I am sorry to
see that the Prims Minister is not in
his seat and as I presume the next
responsible person in the Executive is
Mr. Coaker, I will appeal to him. Will
the Government, the Liberal-Reform
Government, do something for these
people? The attitude that has been
adopted by the Government is small
and mean aud contemptible and now
when I put the proposition up to them
squarely all hands get up ‘and move
out. The reason of this is, of course
that I am asking for something in the
interests of the poor men of my dis­
trict. If I was asking for anything in
the interests of the rich the response
would be entirely different.

MR. SAMSON—You are talking
politics now.

MR.' ARCHIBALD.—I am not talk­
ing politics. I am stating what is ab­
solutely true and you know it. Now
that the Prime Minister has returned,
I will put my request to him. I am
not asking for anything for myself
and never did since I have been in
this House. Are the families of these
men to be charged with what they
must have to put them over .the period
that must elapse before they can send
home any of their wages or will the
Government accept the responsibility
for it? If that question is answered
satisfactorily I will take my seat.
Surely it is a fair question.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker, I 

understand that for the past day or
two the Government has under con­
sideration some road making policy.
Now what is that policy? There is no
money Bill before the House but I un­
derstand a number of men came in
from Hr. Grace and the Minister of
Public Works has a scheme for send­
ing them to work. Now, surely good­
ness if you have any such scheme or
program this is the place for it. It is
not alone the members of the Execu-
itve who have to be consulted but the.
members of the House of Assembly.

You have been in here now for the
last three months without lifting a
hand to do anything, and all the dis­
tricts are in the same position, some
of the fishermen have been given a
few supplies but if the first fit-out
gets no returns, and I am sorry to
say it looks as if that is going to hap­
pen, where are we then? The rail­
way policy should have been consider­
ed six months ago instead of now, and
as regards this road making scheme,
if you have a policy why do you not
tell us what it is and let us consider
it here?

These poor people who have come
to the city to look for employment
have families at home. How can you
expect them to live on ?2.50 per day
with flour at $15 a barrel. I rise to
support the member for Hr. Grace in
his demand that the policy of the gov­
ernment should be handed out here in
this House, so that we can And out ex­
actly where we are on this matter. I
did not know that it was the intention
cf the government to do any road build
ing, but I have since gathered from
what Mr. Archibald said and from the
remarks of a couple of Ministers on
the other side of the House, that such
is their intention. Now if you are go­
ing to send people in the woods to do
road building at a couple of dollars a
day you are not gong to do any good;
you are simply going to waste money
wholesale again. I contend that it is
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not good enough for us to have to
glean what the' intentions of the gov­
ernment are on Water Street. We
should know what the programme of
the government is in this House, and
in this House only, and I would ask
the Prime Minister if it is the inten-
ton to buld a road from Hall’s Bay to

, Badger and if so for what purpose is it
going to be built, and if you are go­
ing to pay men $2 or $2.50 a day? Al­
so how is the Prime Minister going to
outline a scheme to provide for the
unemployed within the next few
months to carry them over next win­
ter? Many questions have to be ask­
ed and many things have yet to come
before this House for discussion some
of which have been on the Order Pa­
per for the last two months. One item
alone is the Bell Island ore tax pro­
position. This is one of the largest
centres of employment in the country
and is at present practically held up,
there being only a few hundred men
working there on half time. The com­
panies are not going to work full time
and with their regular staffs engaged
until such time as they find out exact­
ly where they are, and it is doubtful
whether they will operate again for
some considerable time on a large
scale, according to conditions in Can­
ada and in Europe as far as the ore
markets are concerned. Why not deal
with this proposition now before the
House and finish it one way or the oth­
er. It is an important matter, and
with this matter outstanding the rules
of' this House were asked to be sus­
pended a fortnight ago.

Again we are faced with the rail­
way. We were told by the Prime Min­
ister when, the House opened, that it
was the intention tc tyand over the rail
road to the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany, and then >vi were told that the
Reid Newfoundland Company were not
in a position to handle it. There was
nothing done at all, until now, at the
eleventh hour, an expert is brought in
to go over the railroad and pronounce 

upon it. Now we have this afternoon
a pronouncement from Mr. Archibald
that the government is going to pro­
vide for the poor of this country in a
certain part of the Island. What is
that programme going to be like I ask?
Remember this is the House of Assem­
bly, the people's house, and I have a
right to ask. I am going to back Mr.
Archibald in his plea for his constitu­
ents and on behalf of my own. We
are told that some 25 or 30 men ar­
rived from Hr. Grace to-day by train
and were met by Dr. Barnes, who is
not in his seat this afternoon, and
were taken to some merchant’s place
on Water Street and advanced $40
each. We were told then that these
men were supposed to travel on free
passes, while rumor says that they
took the train and came to the city on
it. We know nothing about what hap­
pened and we cannot get any informa­
tion. Why the position is laughable
The only source we hear anything
from in the government ranks is from
the last seat on the government side,
the tail end of the party, the head is
devoured and gone. If the government
has any policy to employ fifty or a
thousand men, let us know what it is.
We have men in this country who are
just as anxious to get work as the men
in Hr. Grace and they need it just as
badly. Still we are asked to adjourn
this House this afternoon until Mon­
day next with nothing definite before
us as to what is the real position. I
would like to hear a pronouncement
from the Prime Minister as to whether
this relief work is to be carried out,
as intimated by Mr. Archibald; but it is
nonsense to think that you can send
men in the woods to work at $2.50 a
day, under present conditions. Men
and their families cannot live on such
small pay with flour at $15 a barrel
and molasses at $1 gallon and other
commodities up in proportion. Now
no matter what the idea of the gov­
ernment is in this connection let us
know the correct programme before 
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tills House adjourns this afternoon. It
you are considering a policy with a
view to employing the unemployed in
this country, how are you going to go
about it? That is a straight question
and should receive a straight answer.
You cannot continually feed people on
pauper relief and collect the revenue
you expect to collect to-day.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker, when several hours ago 1
moved the adjournment of the House,
I did so for two purposes; First, to
give the committee of the House to
whom was referred the Bell Island
Bill the opportunity of conferring with
certain representatives of the com­
pany now in town: and second, to en­
able a conference tc take place in con­
nection with railway matters.

My honourable friends opposite were
well aware that the meeting of the
Bell Island Committee was set for 1
o’clock, and the Railway conference
was to take place at five o’clock. In
accordance with the usual practice of
the Opposition the whole afternoon has
been occupied by the Opposition in
worthless speeches, their object on
this occasion being just as clear to the
Government and to the country as has
been their object on numerous other
occasions when they indulged in sim­
ilar practices, namely to obstruct bus­
iness. The result or the words which
have been thrown around the Chamber
by the honorable members opposite
has been that no progress has been
possible in connection with the Com­
mittee on the Bell Island Bill. As to
the railway conference, I propose that
that conference shall take place at the
hour named. The honourable mem­
bers may talk until they are tired if
they choose to do so. It will not in­
terfere with my keeping that appoint­
ment. The behaviour of the Opposi
ticn this afternoon, which conduct is
strictly in line with their behaviour
during the entire session, will cause
them to receive the well-merited and
emphatic condemnation of the people 

of the whole country when next the
electorate have an opportunity of pro­
nouncing upon their fitness as repre­
sentatives of the people. Just so soon
aS an Opposition degrades itself into
a body of men banded together to pre
vent others from doing business and
interfere with the proper conduct of
affairs, and handicap in every way pos­
sible the Administration in the dis­
charge of the functions of Govern­
ment, then that Opposition becomes a
menace to the community and the peo­
ple of the country will not be slow tc
record their opinion of men who would
sc far descend in the parliamentary
sale as to be identified with such a pre
gramme. There has been a consider­
able amount of talk about road matters
The policy of the Administration is to
provide employment in one channel or
another for a large number of men
who are at present out of work. The
difficulties of securing employment are
being aggravated bv the conduct of the
honourable members opposite. I have
listened to weeks upon weeks of talk,
mere talk, words big and small, sen­
tences grammatical and ungrammati­
cal, being rolled a-ound this Chamber
Since Newfoundland! has had Respon­
sible Government there has never been
a body of men under the title of Oppo­
sition, no matter hew small that may
be, so devoid of ideas, so devoid of the
first principles of self-respect and
knowledge of Parliamentary procedure
as the gentlemen acting opposite who
hour after hour, week after week, talk
merely7 for talk’s sake. There have
been speeches made in this House dur­
ing recent mo-Phs at least a dozen
times. A person sitting on the Gov­
ernment benches or in the Strangers’
Gallery can tell what is going to come
next when the Leader of the Opposi­
tion rises to make a speech. The con­
duct of the Opposition is more like the
continual repitition of a comic moving
picture film, than of the intelligent be­
haviour of sane men who are interest­
ed in their constituencies.
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The roads which the Government
proposed to undertake are

1, Road from Springdale to Badger.
2. Road from Bonne Bay to Deer

Lake.
3. Placentia road
With respect to the road from Bon­

ne Bay to Deer Lake, I would point
out that at last session a vote was tak­
en for that work. The road has been
surveyed.

For the road from Springdale to
Badger a survey was completed many
years ago; and, as a matter of fact, the
initial stages of the work were then
undertaken. Ths pay will be at the
rate of twenty-five cents per hour.
That is the rata paid to section men
on the railway. It is fifty cents a day
more than is paid on regular road
work in the electoral districts of St.
John’s East and West. Roadmaiter
Graham is to tales charge of the read
work. Mr. Graham is experienced in
it-ilway operations and is an efficient
handler of men. Returned soldiers who
are physically fit wiil get a chance to
undertake this employment.

With respect to the point raised by
Mr. Archibald that there should De ?
special poor grant out of which the
families of the workmen will be sup­
ported while the workmen are them­
selves earning their living, I feel that
my honourable friend did not seriously
consider that proposition before he
made it. The people of the district of
Harbor Grace are not wanting public
charities. They are wanting work
The workmen will support their fam­
ilies out of the proceeds of their la­
bour and not on charity account.

I felt that I should make this gen­
eral statement before retiring from the
Mouse to give attention to the matters
of pressing importance which require
consideration. However trivial a mat­
ter may be, it is mud' more important
ttan listening to that class of talk
which represents nothing more than
such combination of words as may be
necessary to occupy the time of the

House for the deliberate obstruction of
business.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker, I
am sorry to have delayed the Prime
Minister, but I think it is unfair to
this House and unfair to this country
that we, as representatives of the peo­
ple in this House, should not have
been consulted before the Govern­
ment undertook, without voting any
moneys for that purpose, to go to work
and start road building throughout
the country. There is no programme
for this work and all the information
we can get is what we hear on the
streets. Now this is the people’s
House What are we here for and
what is this House here for, if we as
representatives of the people are
ignored? Abolish this House altogeth­
er. One of the most important mat­
ters concerning our country is not
brought in here as it should be for
discussion. This sort of thing is on a
par with the principle adopted in con­
nection with the fish regulations and
the taking of the five hundred thou­
sand dollars to buy fish belonging to
Mr. Coaker's friends. That money
was taken from the Treasury. Mr.
Archibald told us that there are a
thousand quintals of fish ,in his dis­
trict unsold. Well I might inform
him that $120,000 of that $500,000 was
sent back to the Treasury and his
friend Mr. Coaker, if he was a friend,
should have sold that thousand quin­
tals for him. For the past three
weeks the Government has been car­
rying on a policy of road building
without any consent or authority from
this House. I am not going to stand
for this sort of thing any longer.
I am going to protest against ft
as vigorously as I know how.
We are told by the Prime Minister that’
surveyors have gone out over those
roads and we are told that returned
soldiers and sailors are to go in the
woods to work and to be devoured by
mosquitoes for the lovely sum of $2.50 
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per day. Well mav the Lord have mer
cy on some of the poor soldiers. What
a fitting memorial they are getting. I
do not want to delay the House, but I
certainly do not think it is fair for the
Prime Minister to come in this after­
noon and announce that he has a road
programme in being, and not a vote
taken in this House for the money
that is to be spent in that direction.
That is not doing business according
to the constitution that we boast so
much of. The whole thing seems to be
a farce. We are also told the further
story that a number of Hr. Grace men
arrived by train hungry and were each
given $40. Now the Prime Minister is
not able to tell me where that money
is going to come from. More than
likely the Minister of Public Works
•will be called upon to pay the merch­
ant who advanced that money and pay
it out of Hr. Grace road grant. I would
like to ask the Minister of Public
Works how many hundreds of men
there are in other districts needy and
looking for employment. The Govern­
ment have prevented those men from
leaving the country to look for employ­
ment elsewhere because they have is­
sued orders not to sell tickets. Now
they are going to let them starve in
their own country.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker.
I have no intention of detaining the
House on this motion, as I understand
the Prime Minister wishes to meet a
Committee at five o’clock. I under­
stand that 22 men held up a train at
Spaniard’s Bay. I do not know wheth­
er the Prime Minister is aware of this
or not. If he is there is going to be
lots of trouble ahead. These men land­
ed here I am told and were taken
charge of by the government and given
$40 each. I wcnder does the Prime
Minister know anything about this?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
There were some men who had not
completed their supplies and they
came to St. John’s, to be handled in the
ordinary course by Mr. O’Rielly.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—With all due
deference to your answer, if you try
io camouflage me, you may make a
serious mistake. I do not want to
create trouble, but I think that this
is the most dangerous trap yet set for
the destruction of the government and
the country. The statement that these
22 men were dealt with because they
wanted a certain amount of supplies
is incorrect. I am sorry that the
Prime Minister should be placed in
such an awkward position. Dr. Barnes
went to the train to meet these men
on arrival.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
have not sent him.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I fear what
will happen if all the other men be­
longing to Conception Bay, who are
out of employment, come here and de­
mand $40 each, 'there is no reason
why they should not receive the same
treatment as these 22 men from Span­
iard’s Bay, and I do not see why the
many people in mv own district should
not be treated similarly. I am in re­
ceipt of messages from Clarke’s Beach
stating that twenty-five or thirty fam­
ilies are absolute'y starving at home
and without knowing anything about
this railway policy. I have heard it
from certain members of the govern­
ment party that there was a proposi­
tion to build roads from Badger to
Springdale, from Bonne Bay to Deer
Lake and the road through to Colinet.
The amount of pay agreed upon at
first was $2 a day. but to the credit of
Mr. Jennings, I am told, it was in­
creased to $2.50. I think that the pay­
ment of $2.50 a day for road construc­
tion is nothing short of an outrage in
these times. I know that the govern­
ment is groping in the dark to find
something for the unemployed, but I
think that if you bad brought in this
policy before that something better
could have been done, because really
after those roads are built they will be
useless to the Colony. We are simp­
ly throwing out this money and add­
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ing to the public debt of the Colony.
This policy of road building in the
woods simply means destruction and
ruination to Newt'eundland. I say that
honesty and sincerely. It is useless to
spend public monies on roads or in
any other direction that will give no
returns to the Colony, and then have
to tax an already overburdened people
to get it back. I think that the time
has come when we must cry halt, and
let us find some other way to emplo)
the unemployed. 1 want to say to the
Government that they cannot go on
any longer in this way. If you con­
tinue this sort of policy you will not
be able to collect enough taxes to keep
this Colony going Just imagine build­
ing a road from Springdale to Hall’s
Bay. What adva stage is that going to
be for the future oi Newfoundland? Do
you honestly think it is going to be of
any value after the road is constructed
and built?

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Moore gave Nctice of Question.
Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of

Question.
Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon next, July 4th, at 3
of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, July 4th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Mr. Speaker informed the House that
he had received a message from the
Legislative Council acquainting the
House of Assembly that they had pas­
sed the Bills entitled respectively—
"An Act to amend Chapter 162 of the
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series),
entitled ‘Of the Prosecution of the
Seal Fishery” and "An Act for the pre­
vention of Venereal Diseases” without
amendment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question. ................

Mr. Lewis gave Notice of Question.
HON. PRIME MINISTER—There is

an item on the Order Paper relating
to the St. John’s Municipal Council—
(he second reading of the Bill has been
on tho Paper for some time. The
Commission expired on June 30th. The
Bill is now down for second reading,
and I hope to proceed with and move
it to the Upper House for their con­
currence to-morrow afternoon. If the
House agree it would facilitate busin­
ess, and we could have the second read
ing. If we get it tc the Council now
they will assent to it to-morrow after­
noon.

MR. BENNETT—Is Mr. Gosling pre­
pared to retain office.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Owing to
pressure of business he is obliged to
retire, but I thil t tho others will go
on. Despite the assertion of Sir M. P.
Cashin, Mr. Collishaw will not be ap­
pointed. The Commissioners will el­
ect their Chairman.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled "An Act respecting the Appoint­
ment of a Temporary Commission for
the city of St. John's” was read a se­
cond time, and bv unanimous consent
ordered to be referred to a Commis­
sion of the Whole- House presently:—

Whereupon the House resolved itself
into a Committee cf the Whole to con­
sider the Bill entitled "An Act Respect
ing the Appointment of a Temporary
Commission for the city of St. John’s”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
MR. HIGGINS—I regret Mr. Chair­

man, the retirement of a man who has
rendered such valuable services to the
city. Before and after his election, Mr.
Gosling set a splendid example of citi­
zenship particularly in his efforts to
get through the Charter with the idea
cf improving the town. His attention
to his office and his example should 
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have been encouraged, but unhappily
the public did not sustain him. I feel
the House ought to extend to him the
appreciation of St. John’s, and I think
associated with him, Mr. Ayre. The
latter was most attentive to his duties
and I think those representing St.
John’s owe it to him to publicly appre­
ciate his work. This is the opportune
time to say Mr. Gosling’s example
should be followed by some other gent
leman and while I do not think the
Charter will give greater scope, if any
thing is wrong it is the apathy display
ed. I hope that others of his class
who have had a business training will
follow him.

MR. BENNETT—<1 regret Mr. Chair­
man, that Mr. Gosling will not follow
on in his work. I have had experience
as a Councillor, but not as Mayor tho’
I acted as such and know the duties
cl the office. Since he has been in
oil ice his greatest opponent cannot say
he did not perform his duty with as­
siduity and attention. His departure
on the consummation of his ideals, the
incorporaton of the Charter, is regret­
able. He has sacrificed his time and
talents to the affairs of the city. I re­
gret that men like him have not coms
forward before, and it is up to the
government to appoint his equals. Of
Mr. Ayre, I say ne stands on the high­
est pinnacle of integrity, and I am
sure the House will endorse the re­
commendation of the representatives
of St. John’s East and West to acknow
ledge his services.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I wish to
join, Mr. Chairman in expressing ap­
preciation of the work of Mr. Gosling
who recently intimated his intention of
retiring from the Municipal Council
,which I hope will still have his ad­
vice. He was elected by the people,
elected Chairman of the Commission
and was father of the Charter which
far a long time was in the hands of
the citizens. He devoted his talents as
a business man to his work and gave
his income to charitable objects, which 

however was a small thing compared
to his services, and I am happy to
endorse what has been said by the re­
presentatives of St. John’s East and
West of his efforts as a man and a
worker for the city

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pas­
sed the Bill without amendment.

This report was received and adopt
ed and by unanimous consent it was
ordered that the sail Bill be read a
third time presently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act respecting the Appointment of a
Temporary Commission for the City of
.st. John’s.” was read a third time and
passed, and it was ordered that it be
engrossed being entitled as above, and
tnat it be sent to the Legislative Coun­
cil, with a message requesting the con­
currence of that body in its provision.

The Notice of Motion respecting the
appointment of a Commission to en­
quire into the operation of the Rail­
way was by consent of the House with
drawn from the Older Paper.

Pursuant to noiice and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice, the
Bill entitled “An Act tc amend Chapt­
er 120 of the Consolidated Statutes
'Third Series) entitled ‘Of Warehouse
Receipts and other Securities in the
Possession of Banks’ ” was introduced
and read a first time, and ordered to
be read a second time on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs,
if the Interest on the debentures of the
Colony due at the end of this month
will be paid:

(a) out of the revenue for the cur­
rent year,

(b) out of Surplus Trust Fund, or
(c) out of proceeds of the Loan ob­

tained last month?
HON. PRIME MINISTER—It will

be paid out of revenue for the current
year.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Mln. of Marine and Fisheries who is
the "Janies Davies’ v'ho was represent
Ing this Colony a- an International
Fishery Conference in Montreal the
past week. Is it the Mr. D. James
Davies who Is the Public Analyst in
this city; if so what qualifications does
he possess to represent the country
in a Fisheries Conference in Montreal.
Could no practical fisherman belong­
ing to this country be found to under­
take the duty? What allowance is be­
ing paid Mr. Davies for this service?
Is it correct that Mr. Davies is pro­
ceeding from Canada to England, if so
is he going on public business partly
or altogether, if so what is the nature
of such business and what allowance
is being made him therefor? Also,
what is the sense of this Colony par­
ticipating in any such conference and
undertaking responsibilities as owing
to the present condition of its finan­
ces it is unable to find money for abso­
lutely necessary services. Also to lay
on tho Table of the House copies of
all correspondence in relation to Mr.
Davies visit to Canada and England.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHE­
RIES—I beg to table the reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I understand
Mr. Davies is in the city.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—We will have his report to-mor­
row

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Can the Hon.
Minister tell us what instructions Mr.
Davies had from his department before
going

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—He was attending the Interna­
tional Fishery Conference in Montreal
It came up last yevr and they asked us
to take part. We sent Mr. Whiteway
last Fall. There was no expenditure
of money. So far as we are concern­
ed we were bound to assist and co­
operate with them but our expendi­
ture would not be over $10,000. It is
something on the same lines as the
Norway Research Board and we 

thought something should bo done
here. Last year we were invited bj
both Governments to assist as a lot of
work would be done on our coast, but
tjiere would bo no expenditure above
810,000.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I think Mr. Div­
vies should report early as this clip­
ping from a North Sydney paper is
fhe first intimation we had of him be­
ing an expert on fishery matters

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Nothing can be copper-fastened
without the consent of the Govern­
ments.

(Sir M. P. Cashln reads extract from
the Sydney Herald.'

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Is it the inten­
tion to have the Lobelia go into this
now and next year

MR. ARCHIBAI D—I want to make
an appeal to the government and they
l<now what I say is true. For God’s
sake wake up and get together and do
something for the country. I know of
numerous men who are suffering be­
cause of the load they are carrying. I
also know that one of the delegates of
the government to Washington on fish­
ery matters followed me over to Span­
iard’s Bay and interrupted me at the
public meeting I held there. If our
friend Mr. Collishaw was not interest­
ed why did he do that? He broke up
the wheel of his car going there and
bad to take the train back. I am not
sorry. He said Archibald had more
heart than brains 1 must have had
more heart than brains because I had
all I could do to keep him from being
broken up. Then we are told he is not
interested. I suppose he was never in
Spaniard’s Bay before in his life, and
i think it is the best thing for him to
stay away for ths future. The govern­
ment is absolutely indifferent to the
welfare of the people. You sit down
there with your hand under your jaw.
I want the executive to be aware that
there are not some men in your ranks
that will fool you all. Do you think I 
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would sit on the government side and
have to come back discredited? No. I
think it is time you do something and
cut out this party politics stuff. I hope
to-morrow I will not be disappointed
in not seeing the question of Sir Mi­
chael Cashin fulfilled. It will satisfy
me if you will show us that you are
in earnest. If that will not be there
10-morrow I will tell Harbor Grace
more. As to the two members for Hr.
Grace I want to tell you that there is
nothing behind the n except their two
seats. Through me eight hundred and
.fifty one names have been sent up to
this House by the district of Harbour
Grace, and I have another hundred
from Dr. Barnes pct places Spaniard’s
Bay and Bay Roberts. This is enough
to show a govenment which is only
two years old. If were in your place
and there was a petition like this pre­
sented to the House I would step right
out here like I did. I am out here look
Ing for somebody to cut out party poli­
tics and make an honest effort to save
the country. I know the reasons why
you are keeping together, and if I
were to disclose them I would shock
the whole country. I know that it is
not unity that is keeping you together.
1 have a stake in this country like we
all have. What is the good of motor
boat and a trap to a fisherman when
he cannot sell his fish. If the country
goes through wo will all suffer. You
all sit down like a lot of dummies.
You have not got nerve enough to get
somebody capable to pull her through.
I am sick of what has been going on.
I hope before the people kick you out
some one over there will be serious
enough to help out the matter instead
of having your hand under your jaw
and laughing at a person who is ear­
nest. Have enough, manhood in you
to say you have no solution if that is
the case. And I believe it so. I am
sorry the Prime Minister is not here
because I want to tell of the courtesy
extended me by the government. I
have to come in here with my cap in 

my hand. You ought to provide some
place for me. I vdll be here some time
I am sure. Next thing you will say I
am out listening to what Is going on.
But it it not worth while listening to.

MR. FOX—Just a word on this mat­
ter, Mr. Speaker. The other day the
Prime Minister stated that Mr. Archi­
bald was one of the men they wanted
to lose. After hearing him we have to
come to the conclusion that he is one
of the men the g- vcrnment should not
have lost. And if the Government had
more men of his calibre the country
would not be in the position she is in
to-day. If any of his statements came
from the Opposition they would have
been regarded with a certain amount
of suspicion, but I think he has touch­
ed the phase of the situation which
should not be lost sight of. There is
semething besides party policy and
unity keeping the government togeth­
er. I am prepared to accept the state
ments of Mr. A-chibald which merely
confirm what the Opposition has said
long ago. I believe it is a concerted
plan by the Government to ruin New­
foundland. And the information to be
tabled to-morrow will be a source of
great interest. But might I ask the
Minister in charge of the department
in question if he is going to send anv
envoy’s from here to look into the mat
ter. We want more than silence when
it comes to an embargo on our fish.
The Minister of Justice says that the
matter was taken up four months ago.
Some one ought to take it up on be­
half of the country and those who have
already taken it un have not met with
much success as what you wanted to
go through went through vice versa. If
four months ago the government had
information leading to suspicion that
the States were about to put an em­
bargo on our fish some more effective
steps should have been taken, but so
far as you have gone you have failed.
badly. The leader of the Opposition
said this afternoon that it is now too
late to do anything. As usual the gov­
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ernment is always utilising some­
body’s else’s brains. Everything ths,
government has done has been at the
instigation of Sir Michael Cashin The
government has no initiative whatev­
er. Take the repeal of the War Meas­
ures Act. Sir Michael Cashin forced
that. The same may be said of the
Fishery regulations. The repeal of the
Food Control Board was due to the
pressure of the Opposition And what
one particular policy or action on the
part of the government for the past
two and a half months has been car­
ried out or performed except upon the
suggestion of the leader of the Oppo-
siiion? You are absolutely incapable
of handling the iob and all you have
you cannot claim credit for because it
has been forced out of you. It has Sir
Michael Cashin to bring home to you
the seriousness of this fish embargo.
For the past six weeks this has been
a live issue. And again the govern-
menfhas been appealed to by the suf­
fering people, but they got no response
and it will be a waste of time to fur­
ther ask you for action. But I want
to point out to the government that
they ought to weigh the words of your
one time colleague. He one time said
if things were not rectified in his dis­
trict the men would come up here and
take the matter in their own hands,
And twenty-five men came from Span­
iard’s Bay and the Government had to
feed them and pay their bills. This
shows the negligence of the govern­
ment, and it is an open invitaton to
every other district to do the same. I
do hope the country will not witness
the action of people doing what the
authorities should co. Further criti­
cism as to the American fish embargo
may be postponed till the information
to be tabled by the Minister of Justice
is so tabled. I hope something will
ho done to benefit the country in the
matter

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
Ins capacity of Chairman of the Rail­

road Commission, to lay on the table
of the House—a statement showing
he amount expended between the 1st
jt Dec. 1920 to the 1st of May, 1921
in snow-fighting and keeping open the
main line of the railroad across the
Topsails and the emount received from
Mr E. Collishaw within the same peri­
od as payment of the conveyance of
pulp wood from his timber area near
St. George’s to the A. N. D. Co , at
Grand Falls, and the rate of freight
charged him

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
obtain from Mr. S. Smith, Trade Com­
missioner for Pcrtugal and now in this
< ity, if such is not already in the De­
partment of Marine and Fisheries a
retailed statement of the sums furnish
ed to Mr. Smith as salary and expens­
es from the day of his appointment to
tl at position up to the present time.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marias and Fisheries, in
h>s capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission, if instructions have
been issued by the government, the
Commission, or the Reid Nfld. Com­
pany. to station agents along the rail­
way line, and pursers on the steamers
not to sell tekets to people who pro­
pose proceeding to Canada and the
United States, and if so to lay on the
table of the House copy of the said in­
structions.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
I rime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines to lay on the table of the House
a statement showing the amount paid
by the department of Agriculture and
Mines during ths Calendar Year 1.919-
1920 for services in fighting forest
fires in the vicinity of Hant’s Harbour.
New Chelsea a ad New Melbourne;
through whom were the men so em­
ployed paid for their services, and
what commission, ff any, did this per­
son receive

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if representations 
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have been made to him from Trinity
Bay proposing the extension of the
Railroad from Heart’s Content down
the South Side of the Bay, so as to
give employment at the present time,
and if the government is going to take
any action in this matter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Minis­
ter of Public Works to lay on the table
of the House a copy of the returns of
the Trinity Road Board since Novem­
ber 15, 1919, showing in detail how
much money has been spent in Trinity
on roads, snow-shovelling, and other
work; how much on King’s Cove Line,
under the Trinity Board; and how
much on Indian zkrm line. Also, how
it is that the requirements of the law
are not complied with which require
the statements of road expenditure to
be posted in some public place for
fourteen days?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if it is correct that the
Hon. member for Burin, Mr. Foote is
going to England to represent this Col
ony in further work in connection with
the Labrador Boundary, and if so what
allowance will be paid the Hon. Mem­
ber.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture & Mines
what action has been taken so far in
regard to the disnosal of the pit-props
cut on Government account during
the past winter, and to state what is
the present position of this matter?

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs
to lay on the table of the House a
statement showing the Customs Rev­
enue received at St. John's for the
week ending June 18th, specifying, if
7>ossible, the amount received for or­
dinary tax, surtax, super-tax, and sales
tax, and similarly the amount received
during the week ending June 5th, spe­
cifying the amount under each head
as above, also a statement of the
amounts received foi each of the cor­

responding weeks in 1918-19 and in
1919-20, and also the amounts for the
whole of these fiscal years up to date
corresponding with June 25th of this
year.

HON. MIN, OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I handed in the information as
tc. question four on Thursday. I beg
to table the replj' to number five.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—As to question six that information
was tabled this afternoon. As to sev­
en I have to say no representations
have been made to me in the matter
referred to in the question.

HON. MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.
— I will have reply To question eight
ready shortly.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The answer to number nine is in the
negative As to the tenth question I
will ask the Department of Agricul­
ture and Mines to let me have a fur­
ther report. As to question eleven, I
have asked Mr. LeMessurier and he
says it will take some time, and I feel
(he honorable member anticipated that
as he put the words if possible’ in his
question

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lay on the Table of the House a
list of the parties who gave bonds for
duties during the fiscal year 1919-20,
and have not paid the same, and the
amounts due on each of them, and to
ask what steps the Government is
taking to collect this money seeing
that these amounts are in some cases
more than a year overdue, and in ev­
ery case nearly twelve months over­
due, and to ask him how the Gov­
ernment can expect other people to
pay duties if these parties can es­
cape without paying?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I think it will be agreed
that this information, in the interests
of business people, should not be
tabled
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SIR M P. CASHIN.—Surely it is not
too much to ask who owes the money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Any attempt to curtail the credit of
Water St. would be reprehensible.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—This is a
thing that has been brought over.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
This is a question where bonds were
carried over and I think that Sir M.
P. Cashin will agree that we should
consider it it would be wise to get ad­
verse opinions as to doing it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—If a man
smuggles something you put him in
jail; what about the one who does
not pay his bonds in the Customs. I
put a name on the Order Paper as
the man had defaulted and he paid up.
All this was put in in my time. His
building was taken over. His build­
ing was taken over for $16,000 and
sold for $50,000. I think the placing
of a list on this Table would quicken
the defaulter’s step to pay his bill.
Ther'e is no more reason to shield him
than the men who is caught smug­
gling a cask of rum. The circum­
stances may be different but one is
as guilty as the other. The Colony
has to pay $200,000 in this case. Is
it because this man is too strong
against you and has something on
you. There is a nigger in the wood­
pile. Let the notice go out that no
revenue is to be paid—why should one
pay and the other get only a paper
and then be excused by the Hon.
Prime Minister. Do you mean to tell
me he would try to pay his bills at
the Customs; no, he would try to get
his other bills off on you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I think all
the information should be tabled.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
would involve men on Water St. who
are trying to carry on.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE,j—A solicitor
should be engaged in this matter and
all the information should be tabled.

The whole thing is wrong in principle.
It is your duty to know and yet you al­
low this thing to go on. Will you
take action to make them pay?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Considerable pressure has been
brought to bear on them and they
have made great reductions and so
can carry on their business.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—As . I have
said this will encourage Bolshevism—
the man who has not a clean hand, as
Sir M. P. Cashin says, should go to
jail; he should be made pay up.

MR. HIGGINS.—There is one atti­
tude I would like to draw attention to
as to the Hon. Prime Minister’s an­
swer.. I do not think he should hold
back the information—the Govern­
ment cannot do it. As a lawyer he
can see the point I make. The Colony
is owed debt—we ask who owes it.
The Government has no right to give
any concession. You may be courte­
ous alright but the Colony has no
right to carry on Water St. or bonds
when they have lapsed. The Act
doesn’t entail that. . They may get
what they like under the Act as far
as the Government is concerned but
it is not good enough because while
taking the bonds the Hon. Prime Min­
ister and the Hon. Minister of Justice
know they have no right to extend
them. The unfortunate position of
the Government is that they have no
right to assist Water St. and if they
want to do so they have to go in a
private way about it and make ar­
rangements for him to pay up. It is
wrong morally to make one pay up
and let the other go free. We are now
levying policemen and sending men
fit for more important work, to land
the moonshine, and it would be more
to your credit if you would waive the
laws in connection with the brew of
2% and attend to Water St. One may
have a pull and the other may be
tarnished by having his name in
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Dun’s or being called on to pay his
bills, but the law is the same whether
he smuggles under his coat or by de-
faulting his bonds. Let us have the
list. What happens in any club or in
any entertainment—if a man does not
pay he has to get out. It is bad
enough for the Government to be kind
to themselves or their immediate sup­
porters but they should not be to oth­
ers as if these think they can get
away with it they will take advantage
of it. I do not miss the point the,Hon.
Prime Minister makes of facilitating
business but he cannot justify the
winking out of sight the dragooning of
one and the letting of others go.
Whilst I am no advocate of Bolshev­
ism which the member for Port de
Grave refers to, I think you are incul­
cating the idea of one law for the rich
and another for the poor. While we
say it is right to hurt the rich and not
the poor, this idea of pandering to the
aristocracy is killing the country. Let
them get out and pay their bills. We
are all chasing the poor devils who
cannot pay their bills. The days of
living on the names on headstones and
of long-tailed families have gone out.
The poor devil of a blacksmith who
brings in a bit of iron or the shoe­
maker who imports a side of leather,
has to pay. If the other will not do
so, get after him.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, to lay on the Table of the House
a statement showing the number of
uniforms made for officials of the
Customs House Department from the
15th of November 1919, the price paid
for the same during the first half of
1920, the second half of 1920, and up
to date in 1921, and the price proposed
to be paid in the latter half of this
year. Also the number of uniforms
given to for the transfer in any case.
Also to state what was paid for the 

making of, these uniforms during the
first half of 1919 and the second half
of 1919 and by whom they were made
at these times.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
tabled it this afternoon.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
road Commission, if he has observed
a letter in the Evening Telegram of
Saturday last written by W. L. Bulter
of Shoal Harbor, criticizing the newly-
imported locomotives for the railroad
system on the ground that they are
unable to haul anything like the loads
claimed for them, and if so will he
take steps ;to find out from some com­
petent authority whether these en­
gines are doing the work claimed for
them by the Government engineer who
appears to have suggested their selec­
tion, or whether they are a compara­
tive, if not a total failure, as claimed
by Mr. Butler.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I might inform the
Leader of the Opposition that I have
asked for information and will get the
reports to-morrow. I understand
they will be favorable in every way.
I was speaking to one of the engineers
yesterday and he said these engines
would save $30 on coal on the way
from here to Carbonear.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I wonder if the
Hon. Minister knows anything of a
new engine taking out 15 cars and
having to drop two.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I heard something of
rhe case but she was not working
smoothly. Their haulage power is
150 per cent, greater than the others.

MR. WALSH asked the Hon. the
Minister of Public Works (1) If the
government have definitely decided on
opening or reconstructing the old Pla­
centia Road between Colinet and Pla-
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centia; (2) When will work likely
commence?

Was deterred.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the

Prime Minister if Sir Geo. Bury of
Montreal, now in this City, has been
brought here by the Government, it so
for what purposes; for what period
has he been engaged, what remuner­
ation is he to be paid, and to lay on
the Table of the House copies of all
correspondence in relation thereto.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Sir
George Bury was invited here by my­
self. There was no agreement for re­
muneration or specific time. There
was only my correspondence to him
and reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if the Government has
assumed any financial responsibility
with regard to the Reid Co., and the
operation of the railroad or other­
wise, for the fiscal year beginning on
July 1st, and if so to state the nature
and extent of the same, and also if it
is intended to submit to this House a
measure for the confirmation of such
in accordance with the constitutional
requirements in the terms of the
Audit Act?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That has been disposed of by the in­
formation already tabled.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in th,e absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the Table of the House a list
of all liquor supplied by the Control­
ler’s Department to A. H. Salter, from
the 15th of November to date, and the
value of the same ;to say if all this
liquor was paid for and if not how
much of it remains unpaid for; and
what steps are to be taken to collect
the portion unpaid.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No
liquor was purchased or paid for or
beyond compliance with the law he
got none.

SIR J. C. CR0SB1E asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission to lay on the Table
of the House the total amount of
freight paid to the railway since June
SOth, 1920 to June 30, 1921 by the A.
N. D. Co., and In the event of this
Company being closed down what ef­
fect is it going to be on the earning of
the railway in freight and passengers?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—It will take some time
to get the figures but I will table
them as soon as possible.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I would like
some information on this before we
go on with the railway scheme.

The Bill "An Act respecting the ap­
pointment of a temporary Commission
for the City of St. John’s,” was read
a second time.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he bad received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled ‘‘An
Act Respecting the Appointment of a
Temporary Commission for the City
of St. John’s” -with some amendments,
in which they request the concurrence
of the House of Assembly.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister the said amendments were read
a first time and by unanimous consent
it was ordered that they be read a
second time presently.

Whereupon, the said amendments
were read a second time, and passed,
and it was ordered that a message be
sent to the Legislative Council ac­
quainting that body that the said am­
endments had been concurred in with­
out amendment.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
'An Act for the Protection of Neg­
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lected and Dependent and Delinquent
Children.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Air. Hibbs took the Chair of Coni'

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled "An
Act for the Protection of Neglected,
Dependent and Delinquent Children”
was, on motion of Hon. the Prime Min-
ister, and by unanimous consent, read
a third time and passed and it was or­
dered that it be engrossed being en­
titled as above, and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

Pursuant to order, and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Extension of the
Railway System of the Colony.”

Air. Speaker left the Chair.
Air. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
AIR. WALSH.—Air. Chairman, I am

sorry I was not here a few nights ago
when the Argentia terminus matter
first came up. I think that in view of
the fact that the people of Placentia
have made no objection to the Gov­
ernment shifting the terminus from
Placentia to Argentia that it is a very
important matter that those people
should be served. From Branch right
in the shore to Placentia no coastal
boat calls and they have been entirely
dependent upon the railway. I think
the Portia did call once at Branch,
but apart from that there is nothing
but the railway and those people 
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should be served. With regard to the
wisdom or otherwise of the movement,
I have nothing to say, but this I will
say, if the terminus at Argentia proves
more beneficial than at Placentia, the
people of Placentia will be the first to
congratulate the Government zon the
change, but as one who has had a lit­
tle experience in Placentia, I would
advise the Government to keep up the
old pier at Placentia for a few years
at least, until we are convinced that
we can do without that terminus.

With regard to’the situation as out­
lined by the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries I don’t think "that will be
workable. If a train leaves here with
passengers, freight, etc., and all this
will have to be dumped off at a cer­
tain point, where there is a crossing
it will cause a lot of trouble. Now
while this Bill is before the House
and while we have to consider the op­
eration cf the railroad for another
year under Government supervision,
we should come to some concrete con­
clusion with regard to Placentia and
the railroad. I don’t think it possible
to maintain a special engine to go one
and a half miles, nor would it be right
to dump oft passengers at Freshwater
Valley and have them walk to Pla­
centia. and I think that this Bill
should be deferred until some plan is
arranged to deal with the situation. I
have been accused in parts of the dis­
trict by Government heelers who were
trying to hake it uncomfortable for
me, with regard to this matter of
trying to run with the hare and hunt
with the hounds. Now I have never
placed myself on record as for or
against this change. Anything that
would benefit the greater number of
the people in my district has always
had my support and that is my atti­
tude with regard to this, and I want
to place rayself on record in this way
to refute the arguments of certain un­
scrupulous party tieelerq who have 



836 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

taken the trouble to convey to parts
of the district that I was in favour of
the change and to others that I was
not in favour of it. I could hardly ex­
pect to escape the assassin but in the
presence of the Government and Op­
position I want to say that I was nev­
er consulted nor had I an opportunity
of expressing my opinion on this mat­
ter, and now I want to ask that the
Committee rise and give the members
for the district a chance to consult
with the Commission, so as to adjust
this trouble with regard to the serving
of Placentia.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
would like to point out to the hon.
member that this Bill has nothing to
do with the operation of the road, it
only deals with the payment of the
Arbitrations, and therefore, it would
not do any good to raise the Com­
mittee.

MR. WALSH.—If Mr. Coaker will
give me an undertaking that he will
meet the representatives of the dis­
trict to-morrow morning, I have no
desire to hold up the Bill.

MR. FENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, I
think it is just as well that the posi­
tion be understood with respect to this
bill. I took the position when the bill
came before the House some days ago
that it had nothing to do with the op­
eration of the road, but merely to do
with the paying of the people for
their property. The Government went
in there, took the peoples’ lands, re­
moved their hduses, some of which I
understand were damaged beyond re­
pair, and destroyed property general­
ly within some distance of the track.
Now they-find that they had no auth­
ority to arbitrate on the matter, and
this bill is to enable the arbitrations
to go ahead so that these people will
get paid for their property. If we
do not give them the authority to ar­
bitrate, it will simply mean that many
poor people will be forced to take ac­

tion against the Government to get
paid for their property. The only
way that it can be done is to vote
this bill through. Some people who
are opposed to the Government have
the idea that in supporting this bill
ihe Opposition support the entire rail­
road policy. That is not so. It does
not involve the Opposition in any way.
I am anxious to see this bill go
through because I want to see these
poor people paid for their property.
They have been long enough without
their money.

■'.IK. WaLSH.—Mr. Chairman, I am
as anxious as anyone to have these
people 'Tinpensated. In order to pre­
vent any misunderstanding I am pre­
pared to support the bill and let it
pass. As we are to deal with the gen­
eral policy of the railroad to-morrow
1 will have an opportunity of dealing
with this matter. I hope the Govern­
ment will deal liberally with these
people, and I have no doubt they will,
when they see the damage that has
been done to their property.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Mr. Chairman, I might
say that if the hon. member for Pla­
centia and St. Mary’s will give me a
plan I shall be glad to submit it to the
Reid Newfoundland Company.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Extension of the
Railway System of the Colony” was on
motion of Hon. the Prime Minister
and by unanimous consent, read a
third time and passed, and it was or­
dered that it. be engrossed, being en­
titled as above and that it be sent to 
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the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker,
before the House adjourns I would
like to get some further information
as to the advances that are being made
to men going to work on the Hall’s
Bay and other roads.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Each man requiring supplies is given
a written order on some merchant to
supply him with goods. The order af­
terwards is kept in the department of
Public Works. The amount named on
rhe order is tb be deducted from the
man’s earnings. And I think that is
only reasonable. When the two first
men came, 1 said it was rather an un­
heard of thing. When a man has any
certainty of a job he ought to be able
to go to his supplier and get his sup­
plies. But there was no other way out
when this was not obtaining. That is
the system. It entails quite a lot of
work for the department.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I thank you,
Mr. Jennings, and I say I am quite
in accord with that. If a man gets a
twenty-live dollar advance he certain­
ly ought to pay it back. And there is
no one in my district who wants it
otherwise. But there is no merchant
ever there who will advance one cent.
The Prime Minister might know some­
thing about it. In the district of Port
de Grave the fishermen there are in
the same position as the men who
came from Spaniard’s Bay to go fish­
ing. My men shall have to be treated
the same as the men from Dr. Barne’s
district. If the government will do
that I will have nothing more to say.

CAPTAIN LEWIS—We are in the
same position in Harbour Main as
they are in the districts of Hr. Grace
and Port de Grave. Since the work
started, applications for passes from
three hundred men have been received
But only thirty have yet gone. A num­
ber of the men are destitute and are
asking for food for their families be­

fore proceeding. The local merchant
will not advance but what brought
this? It has been the result of the
extravagance of the government and
still the government continues to fi­
nance the railroad and the Reid Co.
and still you say it is unheard of to
ask for an advance. Here we are to the
10th of July and we have men out of
employment since last October. Yet
we hear that there are bonds amount­
ing to $250,000 unpaid, and if you press
them for payment there will be more
financial einbarassmcnt. In the dis­
trict of Harbor Main we want our pro­
portion of this labour, otherwise you
will have a big number coming into
the city from the distreit.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Has there been any shadow of a
suggestion that your men will not be
employed?

CAPT. LEWIS—I have a telegram
here saying that about one hundred
men are about to return as they are
seeking an increase in wages. We want
our proportionate part of this work
as we contribute our share in taxes.
Our men will stick it. They built the
railroad across the country and they
will work. They want some advance
lor their families and they will pay it
back to the department of Public
Works when they earn it. If our men
do not get passes they will come to St.
John’s and I hope they will be treated
as Dr. Barne’s men were treated when
they came from Spaniard’s Bay.

MR. ARCHIBALD—I would like to
say a few words on behalf of the men
from Hr. Grace. I met this morning
a number of men on the train who
were going to Badger. They were from
Tilton. Now I understand there have
been passes sent to Bay Roberts, Tilt­
on, Spaniard’s Bay and other places',
and I presume that those sent to Tilt­
on was the result of the petition I pre­
sented to the House. May I ask the
Prime Minister about Hr. Grace?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Send in your list



838 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
MR. ARCHIBALD—I presume that

this assistance will be given if neces­
sary.

THE HON. THE PRIME MUNSTER
—Where needed, yes.

MR. ARCHIBALD—I understand six
ty passes have gone to Bay Roberts?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I did not hear.

MR. ARCHIBALD—I want the same
treatment for Hr. Grace. I wish also
to say after enquiry from some of the
business men in Hr. Grace that they
will not risk any advance on the basis
of wages at the rate of two dollars
per day.

MR. MacDONNEL—Notice of ques­
tion.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Just a
word, Mr. Speaker. I think this road
building is rather premature. What
provision has been made for the pay­
ment of the cost of those roads.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Resolutions will come in during
Ways and Means and then this will be
dealt with.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Ought we
not first bring in some plan?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—As soon as we get into Ways and
Means there will be an explanation.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—How does
the Minister of Public Works propose
to pay back to the Treasury the money
paid out on his signed order? One
hundred men at twenty-five dollars
would be twenty-five hundred. The
member for Hr.- Grace could not get
any one in his district or in the city
to advance fifty per cent, of the sup­
plies, but you give any one who blows
in and tells his story a certain sum,
and then he goes his ^yay. What does
he mean? You also give out a thou-
and passes and then you wonder why

; the railroad is not paying.
THE HON. THE MIN. OF PUBLIC

WORKS—What are you going to do?
SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Tell us

how you are going to get back the mo­

ney you are now paying out without
any string on those people?

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—It
is not paid out without some good re­
commendation.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Brown
merely signs a receipt and goes his
way. Surely you are going to tell us
what you mean? There is some sense
in supplying the fishermen as he has a
motor boat, and its accessories, and
has a certain backing inside and out­
side of this House, and your chances
are fifty-fifty, but this is an entirely
different thing.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I
have told.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You have
told us how you are going to pay it
out, but not how you are going to get
ic back.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I
said it will be deducted from the wag­
es of the men.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You wih
send men out on the line, and there
will be a charge of twenty-five per
cent, on their goods. The Public Works
department is out twenty-five per cent
because of having to send a man out
to dole them out, and other costs. But
how are you going to deal with the
man who does not go to the fishery. I
know of a number of those cases.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—
Give me the names.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—This is no
place to give the names, but it is the
place for the head of that department
to tell the House how you are going to
•get back that money How long can
/he country stand this? We are no"’
getting half the revenue we got last
year.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—If
every one is so untrustworthy as that
what can we do?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You are
only an innocent abroad. You are
not as old as you look. Can the Prime
Minister tell us?
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THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I
have told you.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You have
only begun at the A.B.C., I do not
know if there is a man on the other
side able to tell me.

CAPT. LEWIS—I will ask the Min.
cl Public Works if the government is
doing the supplying along this line?

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—
The department places the orders for
the provisions and they are sent out to
the store keeper and the bills as well.

CAPT. LEWIS—What do you charge
for a barrel of flour?

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—
The charge is ten per cent.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—This is a dif­
ferent scheme than has been hereto­
fore. What check have you on this?

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Who is in
charge?.

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—
Allan Parsons, a well experienced man

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—What num
her of men are employed?

THE MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—
Three hundred men are on the grounds

MR. WALSH—This road bill arose
out of the unemployment problem. The
passes issued will cost the govern­
ment $40,000, the cost of sending and
bringing home those men. The road
to be built Colinet and Placentia is a
good idea. I am also in favour of the
road between Badger and Hall’s Bay,
and I know something of the desirabil­
ity of opening , this important road. I
hope the Colinet-Placentia road will
afford some employment to all those
men from Conception Bay who are
looking for work.

The remaining orders of the Day
were deferred?

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of Ques
tion.

Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of Ques

tion.
Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of Ques

tion.
It was moved and seconded that 

when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

TUESDAY, July 5th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Speaker, I
rise to a matter of privilege and the
occasion on which I rise is an import­
ant one. I want to ask‘Dr. Barnes,
through you Sir, a question and I am
sorry he is not in his place in the
House. I will, however, in his ab­
sence, if the rumor is true that a num­
ber of men from Hr. Grace town who
boardeil the train this morning to
come on to St. John’s were sent back
without being allowed to reach the
city?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
think it is true that ten or twelve
men got on board the train at Hr.
Grace this morning.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—They started
out but do you know if they reached
the city?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Dr. Barnes is in the district; he went
over last evening and no doubt when
these men found that he was over
there '.hey did not think it necessary
to come in here.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Are you sure
that Dr. Barnes went over last even­
ing; was he not in the city this morn­
ing?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
understand he went over last evening.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Can the Prime
Minister tell us what actually happen­
ed this morning with regard to these
men?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
heard a rumor that these men were
on the train coming in here to go to
Badger but Dr. Barnes being in the
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District, I presume he fixed matters
up for them over there.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I don’t know
what happened to these men. I un­
derstand they came as far as Wood­
ford's and that a detective was sent
on hoard the train and told them to
go back to Hr. Grace. Now, I want to
know who authorized this to be done.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
presume the Inspector General in­
structed the officer as to his duty.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Do you not
instruct the Inspector General what to
do in cases of this kind?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Yes. In case of trouble the Depart­
ment of Justice instructs the Inspect­
or General.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—What does the
Minister of Justice know about this
matter?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
only received the information from
the Inspector General about 12 o’clock.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I wish Dr.
Barnes was in his seat. Now, what do
you intend to do Mr. Prime Minister?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—All
I know is that these men started out
to come to St. John’s and there being
no member of the District here, Capt.
Gosse having gone to Labrador and
Dr. Barnes being in Hr. Grace, De­
tective O’Neill went on board the train
and sent them back. I do not know
the names of the men but I can get
them for the hon. member.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Is this the first
you heard of these men?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No,
I heard of the matter between 12 and
1 o’clock.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Evidently I can
get no information, there seems to be
none to get. Now, I want to know if
Dr. Barnes intends to discriminate
against the men of Hr. Grace town.
The Minister of Education went to

Spaniard’s Bay and gave the men
there actual cash to coma in here.

MR. SCAMMELL.—You are not en­
couraging it are you?

MR. ARCHIBALD—No, I am not en­
couraging it but if you want to know
who is I will tell you. It is the Gov­
ernment who are encouraging it. I
do not want personalities at all; but
whatever happens in that district I
want to know about it. I want to
know if these men are looking for
supplies or not and if they are wheth­
er or net they will get them?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
all depends upon the standing of their
district funds.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Did Dr. Barnes
get the money he is now distributing
out of district funds?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
presume he got it out of the Loan
guarantee in the ordinary course.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Why the Loan
guarantee was all used up while I was
on the Government side. I dare say I
will have to go home to my district
to find out the information I desire.
Now I resent the idea of1the Govern­
ment or any member of the Govern­
ment sending detectives to stop any
men from Hr. Grace from coming to
St. John’s. Why did not Dr. Barnes
or some other member of the Govern­
ment go out and speak to these men
properly. Anyway what is the idea of
sending a detective there? Was it to
put a crowd of hungry men in jail so
that their families could die of star­
vation? Why did you not ask me to
go and talk to them? I will make this
offer to the Prime Minister. For the
future when any men are coming from
Hr. Grace district, if Dr. Barnes and
Mr. Gosse are too cowardly to go and
meet hem, get in touch with me and I
will meet them, but I absolutely and
bitterly resent having a limb of the
law sent after them and I hope it will
not happen again. No doubt Hr.

i
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Grace resents this idea as strongly as
I do and when I go .back I will tell
Hr. Grace that the information con­
cerning this episode was not given
to me when I asked for it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That is an unfair insinuation to make.
This thing happened this morning. I
have nothing before me of a docu­
mentary character. I merely told you
the rumour I had heard and that was
all I knew about the affair up to the
time you asked me the question. Now
you insinuate that I am deliberately
withholding something. Surely the
hon. member knows that such an in­
sinuation is not fair.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—If you had said
that first I would not be talking now.
You did not speak first when you were
asked the question, but after the At­
torney General answered you got up
and said you heard the rumor.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
was only telling you as far as I knew
the rumour. I said I knew nothing of
a definite character that I would put
any expression of opinion on. I heard
that a number of men were coming
from Hr. Grace to go to Badger. I
received no information or instruc­
tions in connection with the matter at
all If L had any information, I would
be only too glad to give it to you.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Who instructed
Detective O’Neill to go after those
men?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
will take all responsibility for it.
O’Neill happened to be somewhere
around Holyrood at the time. I will
take full responsibility for O’Neill
boarding the train and persuading
these men to go back to Hr. Grace.
These men had no tickets and took
charge of the train.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Was Detective
O’Neill instructed to get aboard the
train or what did he get aboard for?

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—

Yes, he was instructed to get on
board, because these men had taken
charge of the train. >

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Whose fault
was it that tills tiling happened?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
am not prepared to say.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I want to tell
the country and the Government right
straight now that the Government
themselves are responsible, because
they paid men to copio here and they
put them up in hotels here.

AIR. SCAAIAiELL.—Do you insinuate
that I had anything to do with it?

MR. ARCHIBALD.—You helped to
do it and paid the money for it too.
Why was not Detective O’Neill ac­
quainted that Dr. Barnes was pro­
ceeding around the Bay in a motor
car and telling men that he was going
to fix them all up with money that ho
had. Of course nobody knows any­
thing about that. However, they are
going to be fixed up and they should
be.

AIR. SCAMAIELL.—I suppose you
are glad to see that.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Certainly I am.
Would you be glad to see a hungry
child fed? I am, I care not where the
money comes from, and I suppose ev­
erybody else in the House ■would too,
outside the hon. member for St.
Barbe. Now the reason why these men
were coming here by train from Hr.
Grace was because the Government
gave other men in that district money
and they did not see why they should
be discriminated against. They are
not law breakers in the ordinary
sense. They came here looking for
equal rights and you cannot blame
them. There are other parts of this
country who got more poor relief than
the district of Hr. Grace did, and they
got it in the way of pit prop cutting.
In the district of Twillingate the
small mill men were given a guaran­
tee by the Government that they 
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would take their cuts, if they could
not sell anywhere else. Consequently,
these districts are fairly well off as a
result of this relief. In our district
Bell Island is closed down to the lab­
orers and things are bad. That is the
reason Hr. Grace men got to come
here for something to do.. I resent
any further insinuations coming
across the floors any more and I am
going to see that Hr. Grace is going
to get her share of what is going. I
notice that the sum of 580,000 was al­
located to Bonavista to build a
channel.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—That work is not going
on. It was stopped last week.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I doubt it, be­
cause I know from a man who was
working there a week ago. It is the
same old story. Certain sections of
this country are being looked after
and others are not. Well I am going
to see that Hr. Grace district is going
to be looked after, but I am not go­
ing to encourage them to be law
breakers. As I said before, if you
have not a man in the Government to
meet these men from Hr. Grace, I will
do it.. The whole thing is your own
fault, because you have paid men to
break the law. The next thing pro­
bably you will find is that the whole
country will rise up in their might and
then you will look around and try to
blame Archibald or some other man
who is not responsible for it. I think.
Dr. Barnes got a splendid job now in
encouraging people to break the law.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Speaker,
I wish to take this opportunity of say­
ing’a few words.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—The hon.
gentleman is out of order.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Well then I
beg to move the adjournment of the
House.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—The hon.
member will understand that he has 

to get ten hon. gentlemen to stand and
support his motion.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Why is this
necessary? Have you been over to Hr.
Grace lately in a motor car too?

HON. THE SPEAKER.—Has the
hon. member any regard for the rules
of the House.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—No, I have
none whatever. We are come to a
pretty pass now when our mouths are
to be closed and be deprived of the
liberty of speaking.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—Your mo­
tion is not acceptable, unless you get
ten hon. gentlemen to stand.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Whether it
is acceptable or not I am going on
and the House can deal with me as it
likes. There has been no parliament­
ary rules kept here since this House
opened.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—Whose
fault has it been?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Yours for
not filling the job as you should.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—If this
House sustains the ruling of the Chair,
you will have to take your seat.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You did this
same thing to me a few days ago. You
cut out me and allowed other gentle­
men to speak for three hours. Why
am I subjected to such indecency.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—My ruling
is that ten hon. gentlemen have got to
stand before you can proceed.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—There are
two laws in this country and that was
one of the things T intended to speak
about this afternoon. Now whether
ten hon. gentlemen stand or not, I am
going on.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, why
do you not leave the chair and have
the rules of the House properly en­
forced?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Why not ev­
ery law in the country be properly en­
forced. The crowd in charge of af­
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fairs to-day are too cowardly and they
have not enough manhood In them to
enforce the laws of the country. They
are not fit to fill their jobs. Now I
want to say a few words to the Attor­
ney General and this is why I moved
the adjournment of the House. Can
you tell me anything about a man
called Emanuel Pike of Port aux
Basques and has anything unusual
happened over there lately?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
know very little about It.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Well let us
have that little.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
When I get the telegram I got, which
is the only information I have about
the matter, I will present it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I am going
to hold this floor until I get that tele­
gram, because I want to know about
the collection of duties on that flour.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
told you I would get it. But if you
threaten, I will not be in a hurry
about getting it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You are no
more fit to carry out the law in this
country than a 14 year old boy.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—1
have sent for the telegram.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Neither His
Excellency the Governor nor His Ex­
cellency Mr. Coaker nor Detective
O’Neil] will scare me the slightest bit
this afternoon. I want to know the
story of what happened Pike’s flour
which came to Port aux Basques and
on which he refused to pay the Sales
Tax and I want to know from the
Minister of Justice how law and order
was maintained in Port aux Basques
in connection with that flour.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
don’t know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—The law was
hopelessly broken and the people took
charge, and still 12 or 14 unfortun­
ates from Hr. Grace are held up by

Detective O'Neill. Talk about Bolshev­
ism. Why I cannot understand how
the people stand for it so long. A De­
tective is sent out to Holyrood to turn
12 or 14 men back to Hr. Grace; but
Emanuel Pike deflies the Customs law,
brings his flour in, sells it to his deal­
ers and there is 'nothing at all about
it.

Then we are seriously asked here
about law and order. What happened
at Port aux Basques is this. Pike
brings in a certain amount of flour.
He pays his duty of 25% surtax and
he says I will pay no more. The peo­
ple are starving and he delivers them
the flour. Pike is summoned to ap­
pear before Magistrate Squarey at
Channel and his trial was within a few
hours of taking place when a message
was sent from St. John’s postponing
it for fourteen days and until this
House closed. Yet I am told here that
law and order must be maintained and
that Detective O’Neill is sent to inter­
fere with 14 men coming from Hr.
Grace to try and get work to feed
their families. Why law and order is
a joke. The country shortly will not
have any law and order. They will
take charge of you and I, Mr. Speak­
er, without any hesitation, and I do
not blame them. Why should I stand
in my place in this House and appeal
to people to keep law and order when
a business man defies the Customs
law and is allowed to go free; but a
poor unfortunate creature'Who can­
not pay her rent is evicted and put on
the street with bag and baggage. If
this poor class of people cannot find
anyone to lead them out of the wilder­
ness I will do it, I care not what
comes That is what I have come to
now. I never wanted that job, but
two laws will no longer suit me. And
Mr. Coaker smiles at me. Well might
you smile when you can drive in your
motor car. There was a time when
you travelled in a second class rail­
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way car. That was when you were ft
codding the fishermen of this country *
and when you said you would not get
in a first class car because you were
an underdog. The Speaker too, took
a fancy trip to Norway last year, paid
for by the taxpayers of this Colony,
and his own brother was sent fish in­
spector on the Labrador last year and
was paid two thousand dollars for it.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—I hope to
have the chance to reply to you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You can re­
ply as soon as you like. Get Mr.
Coaker to take the chair and I will sit
down while you are replying.

HON. THE SPEAKER.—I had a dol­
lar when you did not have a cent.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I earned
mine when you were asleep. There
again is shown the dignity of our
Speaker. He has not got sense enough
to hold his tongue. It has just come
to my mind now that long ago I was
accused lor selling spars at $2,250. A
couple of years ago Mr. Coaker came
out of Mr. H. D. Reid’s house with me
the story how Hon. R. A. Squires got
the $5,000 for nothing. That was
when Mr. Coaker called his present
leader the black rascal. I said he
was worse than I was, because he got
$5,000 from the Reids for nothing and
I got $2,250 for two spars. Mr. Coak­
er said to me: “Are you ever going
to forget that?” I said “No.” Of
course Mr. Coaker conveniently for­
gets about that now.

This country to-day is hopelessly
ruined and can never come back on
account of the greatest crowd of in-
capables ever the country saw being
in charge. Day after day they sit in
their seals with statutory faces. They
look so serious that one would imag­
ine that they' were sat alongside Judge
Morris deciding a case. Now I want
to know the true story of the Pike
transaction and why he is allowed to
go free and why the law was not en­

forced Jn his case like it was in other
places.

This House will not be closed in
fourteen days, not at all. I am going
to suggest to the Prime Minister to
have a tent at the Regatta and invite
the Opposition down and have one day
of peace anyhow, and charge it to
Mr. Warren's Department. Are you
going to do anything about Emmanuel
Pike Mr. Warren? You have nothing
to say.

hon. “Minister of justice —
Least .said soonest mended. Some
people talk too much.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I have not
said enough this session. I realise
that I have failed in my job in the Op­
position. Now as long as you are
going to have a few words I will sit
down and listen to them.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
With regard to Emmanuel Pike this
matter did not come before me at all.
The matter came before the Deputy
Minister of Justice'and I only discov­
ered it by ringing up just now and
asking Mr. Summers. The only think
1 know about it is that I got a tele­
gram from Pike, asking me for advice,
and I replied to him that I would
have to advise the Government and
that he had better consult his own
lawyer. Since you have brought the
matter up I have found that he refus­
ed to pay the sales tax on some flour,
and this was reported to the Finance
Department. Mr. Summers was com­
municated with and action was taken
against him. What the actual charge
was I don't know. Mr. LeMessurier
and Mr. Summers concluded that as
the sales tax had not passed the
House it would be better to postpone
the case until it had.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I take this
opportunity of thanking Mr. Warren,
but it is the same old story again. No­
body knows anything except the De­
puties. Now I had to bring up the
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story about Pike and Mr. Warren had
to find out about it over the phone
from Mr. Summers what happened.
That is where the trouble is. We are
good friends Mr. Warren, but I am
here as a representative of the people
and I have to forget my personal feel­
ings. and I think it is a frightful thing
that the Attorney General admits that
he knew nothing of tfiis matter until
he asked his Deputy. I would like to
ask the Prime Minister this afternoon
did he send a message about anything
at all to Mr. Pike.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No.
■SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You did not

send him a message within the past
two months.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
There may have been dozens of mes­
sages within the past two months but
I sent him no message recently.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—I would sug­
gest to the Prime Minister that he ask
his Secretary to look up a message
sent to Emmanuel Pike of about one
hundred and seventy-five words, which
he read to about one hundred men at
Port aux Basques or Channel. Do
you know what it was about. I know
you sent him this message. Why not
give us some particulars about it, in­
stead of having us put it on the Order
Paper in the form of a question. How
can Mr.' Warren or anyone else tell
me why Dr. Barnes went tearing to
Conception Bay this morning in a

c motor car.
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—

Ask Dr. Barnes.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—It would be

just as ■well for me to send a telephone
message to the moon to know whether
we will have fine weather to-morrow
as to ask Dr. Barnes. Do you know
Mr. Prime Minister? Would you mind
telling him to go to Port de Grave and
give the people there the same amount
he gave to the men at Spaniard’s Bay.
Mr. Warren I hope that you are not 

gone past the stage of redemption. I
hope there is a chance to save you.
The rest over there are hopelessly
lost. Is there not something better
than the petty dollars.. Is there not
some higher motive for a man’s life
than dollars and cents, something big­
ger that his country demands of him.
Are you going to allow this kind of
thing to continue and see the old sod
disgraced. You are the young man that
has to save your country. There are
things going on over your head every
hour and you know nothing of them.
What is going to be done with Mr.
Pike?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
The case will proceed against him.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Do you know
what will happen that lawyer who
goes out there to prosecute him. I
am satisfied that unless he is a decent
and sensible fellow when he gets
there and sees the way the land lies
he will come back and have nothing to
do with it. I am prepared to state
that the Government is afraid to pro­
secute Mr. Pike.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
That is not so as far as I know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—That is the
position and the people will not al-

. low him to be prosecuted. I know
' they will not allow it and I take off my
hat to them because this discrimina­
tion is frightful. The man over there
who is starving demands flour. Pike
tosses it out to him, and the Govern­
ment dare not prosecute him. Twelve
men leave Hr. Grace to come here and
they want to be paid the same as the
men in Spaniard’s Bay were paid, and
Detective O’Neill is sent out to order
them back, and Dr. Barnes goes up in
a motor car, and I am satisfied that
those men got what they wanted, be­
cause Dr. Barnes would promise them
the motor car that he was sitting in if
it were necessary, and then we have
law and order. Why I want to know 
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about this thing is that if it goes on,
I will begin to be the leader of a
crowd that nobody ever saw1 here be­
fore, and Mr. Coaker will go to Port
Union and will not come back any
more.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND.
FISHERIES.—You will be wanting me
for a second hand.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You were al­
right when you were looking out for
the underdog until you got too large
for yourself, but now you are lost in
a wilderness. I have lost all faith in
the Government. My patience is ex­
hausted, and I will not stand it any
longer. I don’t know whether Archi­
bald invited the crowd to come from
Hr. Grace or not, but if I were he I
would get them all to come over. Mr.
Scammell take a note of that now.

You are in the position now that
the 'longshoremen who made arrange­
ment with the mercantile men of the
city to have their wages reduced if
prices went down, and owing to the
surtax put on by the Prime Minister,
you have them on strike to-day, and it
is not the fault of the merchants, it
is the fault of the Government and
only the Government who brought the
tax on a barrel of flour from 271/£c. to
90%c. and then the men of St. Johns’
are taxed to pay Geo. Bury for his re­
port on the railroad, which is the
means of handing Reid Nfld. Co. an­
other million and a half dollars. A
million and a half thrown away each
year to operate the railroad. I was
once accused in this House of giving
my constituents a special grant, but
never was there a special grant given
equal to that which you arel prepared
to give the Reid Nfld. Co., now. What
is the motive aback of this. There is
some motive. Ruin Newfoundland to
the last 'inch, drive her to the rocks
at any cost. It is easy to see what is
the motive. A man with half an eye
can see it. When I deal with the rail­

road I will tell the motive and the
story behind it, because the Govern­
ment has connected the story for me.
They intend driving the place of my
birth to Canada. I am going to have
a fine evening here waiting for Mr.
Pike’s telegram.

There is an article here, Mr. Speak­
er which has mystified me somewhat
which has been sent out to special
districts by the Prime Minister. He
said as follows:—

Do you remember this Mr. Prime
Minister?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—No
I don’t remember it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—You don’t re­
member it and you wrote it.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No
I didn’t.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Oh, yes you
did my son, look at it. Now then who
owns Newfoundland now. The Im­
perial God had nothing to say about it,
the Queen gave it up and I want to
know who owns it now. I know who
is trying to sacrifice it. Do you know,
Mr. Warren? Your Excellency, Mr.
Coaker do you know anything of this
Imperial God. Is it true that Reid

HON MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I guess so.

SIR J. CROSBIE—Is not that a ter­
rible admission. Mr. Coaker says that
Reid has got him at last. I knew he
had but I didn’t think Mr. Coaker
would make an open confession of it.
The man who was so much abused in
this House last year, Mr. R. G. Reid,
has even covered the Prime Minister
with his brilliance and extracted from
the country another million and a
halt dollars. And then the Prime Min­
ister said to the electors of the coun­
try in the last election: Save us from
the Reids, and the only way to do so
is to vote for us and throw out Cash­
in, and we will make Reid fill the bill.
He is filling the bill like a little man, 
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Has that message come up yet Mr.
Warren?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Yes.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Would you
let me have a copy o£ it please? Mr.
Warren was not going to let me have
it first because he said I threatened
him but I suppose he thought it would
be better to let me have it than to
keep me here all night talking.

‘Emmanuel Pike got the flour and
the schooner is gone and nothing will
be done for fourteen days. But the Fi­
nance Minister is in Topsail.”

MR. BENNETT—The Prime Minis­
ter is acting Finance Minister.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Yes, but he is
only acting it is a joke. I have lost
faith even in the Finance Minister.
Did you hear this Mr. Higgins? as
follows:—

(Reads)
Mr. Coaker do not go to sleep. You

told us he was a Black Rascal. I am
not bad you know. You are beginning
to sin yourself. I do not believe Mr.
Warren or Mr. Foote would give him
a case to-morrow. But Mr. Cave would
not betray my old district. Young,
clean and energetic. He gets up ear­
lier in the morning than Mr. Foote
does, but he is selling our country and
he does not care what the cost is.
What a great doctrine and very few of
you have read it. But after getting in
where there is filty lucre, it is unfortu­
nate to see how you act. You have got
to come back Mr. Cave to the fold and
repent for the terrible sins committed
against Mr. Archibald. It is awful
hard to save some people some times.
But is it not really too bad to see
Newfoundland sacrificed by a crowd
like you together Sir W. D. Reid and
H. D. Reid. You have no intention of
doing anything for the betterment of
this country. We are not going to sa­
crifice the country if we can prevent it
Mr/ Speaker, I did not intend to speak
half so long except for the fact that
your Honour required ten honourable 

gentlemen to rise. I regret for having
detained you so long. Sir, I regret Sir,
II I have .been offensive because in my
opinion the dignity of the House must
be upheld, but unfortunately you hit
me on the wrong side and the little bit
of scotch in mo would- not stand for
that. I want the same treatment as
Severy one else gets. Mr. Coaker I
would not allow the ink bottle to get
the better of me like it did you. When
you were over here you were honest as
I am now, but when you got over
there you got crooked. My old friend
you have fallen. You know all I have
been saying is quite true and that Is
what upsets me. I know you are hon­
est in your intentions, but you are
gone, and you will be lost if you do not
look out. But I think' a few words to
a back slider will always bring him
back. Will you not come? You have

■ got to come. Come over Mr. Coaker
and save your country. Excuse me
Mr. Warren is that another message
from Emmanuel Pike? Mr. Speaker
have you any idea when this House is
going to close? Have you any idea
Mr. Foote? May I suggest to Mr.
Foote that you have a tent at the Re­
gatta and invite us all down.

MR. FOOTE—I will stay here as
leng as you will.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You will stay
here long enough for the people to
kick you out.

MR. FOOTE—Have you ever heard
of the Barber’s Cat?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Never heard
or thought of it. until I saw and heard
you. I now suggest that you send over
your photo and have it marked the or­
iginal Barber's Cat. One would not
have to look twice to see whether you
are the Barber’s cat or not. Book out
now perhaps a mouse may jump across
Now do not wink at me like that. I
never saw a Barber’s cat wink though.
Mr. Coaker I never knew you had a
Barber’s cat in the Executive. Of
■course a Barber’s cat is always able
to look after itself except when it is 
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out late at night. This is the silent
man. I am delighted now to say that
■you ought at once send a telegram to
the district of Burin that their Bar­
ber's cat was talking from the other
side of the House. I must see Mr.
Warren if there are any messages in
this paper from Port aux Basques.
Well I must take off my hat to Em­
manuel Pike. He is a man after my
own type. Here is a special to the
Evening Telegram, (reads). Who in
the name of goodness can blame Mr.
Pike for taking the flour. Can you
Mr. Minister of Justice?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE
—No.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You are right
Sir. (reads) Do you hear this Mr.
Coaker? Emmanuel Pike takes the
flour and yet the Attorney General can
not take action. Where are we drift­
ing? You force the people to pay the
sales tax so that you can pay the Reids
to run the railroad. How long will
human nature stand for this? And
when one does his best to save his
country he is told he is a Barber’s cat.
We are told this by the silent member
who is the Barber’s cat. If you like I
will tell more of what the public think
of yon. I would not sell you for a box
of biscuits. I would label and express
for nowhere. If Kielly at the Nickel
advertised about the Barber’s cat he
would sure get a full house. Here is
the choice Barber’s cat. Are you en­
joying the show Mr. Foote? But I guess
ynu enjoyed sending your old uncle to
the wall.

MR. FOOTE—You are an exhibition
of stupidity and ignorance.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You are eith­
er hopelessly ignorant or no good and
n.v choice is that you are no good. You
are a choice joke. Stop winking at
me. Get up and have a few shots at
me.

MR. FOOTE—It is not worth while.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You would

if you could. Are you not going to tell
us something more you know? I like 

to refer to you. I suppose you are not
something which cannot be touched?
Gentlemen we have an Imperial God
in our midst. Mr. Speaker I regret
having detained the House, hut I will
have more to say to Mr. Foote when
the railway problem comes up for dis­
cussion. What do you mean Mr.
Foote? Do you think I cannot address
you as a public official of the execu­
tive? I am not talking to you person-
r.ally. I am dealing with a hopeless
politician as the greatest misfit the
country has ever seen.

MR. FOOTE—I will be here longer
than you.

SIB JOHN CROSBIE—I will be here
when you are locked un. You will
never get in again. I will put up a
side bet and give me the opportunity
of my life to test it by having the
both of us resign our seats, and I bet
you will not come back. Will you get
the Prime Minister to nominate the
15th of October next if you like for
the election.

THF HON. MR. FOOTE—My district
is a respectable one.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am prepai
ed to contest the respectability of your
district and mine. I have heard of
cats being particular. You are too
particular. It is really a pity about
you. It is wonderful that the Minis­
ter of the Executive is so thoughtful
about these things. I wish he had
thought more about the fishermen of
the West Coast whom he has betrayed.

HON. MR. FOOTE—More wind.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—This is the

wind you do not like, It is a north­
easter. The honorable member for
Burin is no good as a public man.
Show your manhood.

HON. MR. FOOTE—You never had
any to show.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You will not
go to the poles again. You are a ona
session man? " So is the Attorney Gen­
eral. This is a characteristic of the
Government. I would not swop my 
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brains for yours. You have neither
wind nor brains.

HON. MR. FOOTE—What an exhibi­
tion?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would be
very glad to put a halter on you and
bring you to an exhibition some day.
I want you to get up and create a little
wind. I did not know there was not
a quorum present as the wind was off.
Mr. Speaker, I have travelled over a
greater area than I intended. The
honorble minister of the Executive
Government, the member for Burin,
rapped a little bit too hard by person­
al comment, but when I retaliated he
got a little ruffled. Anyway it strikes
me there is one law for the rich and
one for the poor. You send out a de­
tective, and send back the poor men
who were earning into town looking
for work. I have to strongly object to
this indiscriminating treatment to­
wards Emmanuel Pike, and yet when
a poor wretch is caught smuggling in
a keg of rum he is fined a hundred dol­
lars er given three months in the pen.
And again I do not care who it is
those defaulters in not paying up on
their outstanding bonds ought to be
sued right away because they are just
as bad as those who smuggle or steal
from hte government and as Mr. Hig­
gins said it is not right to haev those
bonds continuously renewed. I do not
favour this law of favoritism, and as
Mr. Higgins said yesterday the long
coat aristocracy passes away in 1894,
and the time has come when every one
has to get his equal rights. And the
man will be found sooner or later who
can handle the job of dispensing fair
and square law to all whteher poor or
rich. We all expect to get what Brit­
ain stand for equal rights for all, and
if we do not get that I am going to
make an ugly attempt to see that we
get them, and if the wind and gas gets
going the honorable member for Burin
will get the fright of his life. That is
what will happen. Look Mr. Speaker,
lost, stolen or strayed, there is not 

one member of the executive govern­
ment in his chair. Mr. Coaker has
gone. Mr. Halfyard is gone. Mr.
Squires is gone and Mr. Barnes is out
in an automobile in company with De­
tective O’Neill. It is sure proof that
the country is wrecked and bankrupt.
They are deserters. Mr. Cave how long
is it going to last?

THE MIN. GF SHIPPING—I was
just considering this.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Come broth­
er come. Come brother Cave and give
us a solo. I have no notion of sitting
down for a long time yet. I have a
good mind to read the manifesto of
the Prime Minister because I know you
did not read it. See the conquering he­
roes come. Mr. Cave do you know the
intention of the government? His Hon
our the Speaker does not know. The
whole idea is to hand over poor New­
foundland to Canada. That is all. I
want the law to be administered to
the rich and the poor in the same way.
Until we get that there is going to be
trouble. Port aux Basques is the first
part of the country you strike after
leaving the Kyle, and if Bolshevism
starts there it will come right down
thru the country as sure as the chick­
ens come home to roost. I know Con­
ception Bay as well as any one and
once they get a leader and agitator,
then I pity the crowd in charge. I want
to tell you in the absence of the Prime
Minister that the quicker you change
from the road you are now travelling
J he better it will be for the peace of
Newfoundland. That is my warning
and no detective O’Neill will go into
my district and tamper with my people
I will be their leader if necessary to
get them over here.

Sir Michael Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

At a quarter past five of the clock
the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod
appeared at the Bar of the House with
a message from His Excellency, the
Governor, commanding the attendance 
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of the House in the Council Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the
House attended His Excellency the
Governor, in the Council Chamber.

And Mr. Speaker and the House be­
ing at the Bar of the Council Cham­
ber, His Excellency, the Governor, was
pleased to assent to the following Bills

“An Act to amend the Women’s Pa­
triotic Trust Fund Act, 1920.”

“An Act to amend consolidated Sta­
tutes (Third Series) entitled 'Of Mar­
ine Court of Enquiry” ’.

“An Aqt to amend the Terra Nova
Sulphite Company's Act 1920.”

"An Act to amend the Crown Lands
Act 1918.”

“An Act Respecting the .Board of
Pension Commissioners.”

"An Act Respecting the High Com­
missioner for Newfoundland in the
United Kingdom.”

“Ai Act Respecting the Cutting and
Exportation of Timber for Special
Purposes.”

“An Act to Amend the Profiteering
Act—1920.”

"An Act to amend Chapter 105 of the
Consolidated Statutes, entitled ‘Of Lot
tcries”’

“An Act Further* Respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber.”

“An Act to amend the Law Society
Act.”

"An Act for the confirmation of an
agreement between the Government
and the D’Arcy Exploration Company
Ltd.”

“An Act Respecting the Exportation
Of Codfish.”

“An Act to amend Chapter 162 of
the Consolidated Statutes (Third Se­
ries), entitled ‘Of the Prosecution of
the Seal Fishery.’”.

“An Act for the Prevention of 'Ve­
nereal Diseases.”

“An Act Respecting the appointment
of a Temporary Commission for the
ctiy of St. John’s.”

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Prime

Minister if it is correct that the Gov­
ernment intends to appoint a number
cf inspectors to supervise the enforce­
ment of the Sales Tax, and if so will
he take steps to see that the claims
of returned soldiers and sailors are not
overlooked in making these appoint­
ments?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The mat­
ter of appointment of Inspectors in
connection with the Sales Tax has not
been considered.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Prime
Minister if it is correct that the tem­
porary commission administering the
affairs of the town of St. John’s is no
longer in existence, and if so what
steps he proposes to take in regard to
the matter; also if Messrs. Gosling and
Ayre have resigned their seats on said
commission and if it is intended to
appoint Messrs. E. Collishaw and A. H.
Salter to succeed them, and if so, what
special qualifications does either pos­
sess for such appointments?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—There is
no intention whatever to ask these two
gentlemen to accept appointments.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Hon.
the Minister of Education how many
school teachers pre withdrawing from
the profession as at the end of June
1921, specifying the different denom­
inations and what steps, if any, he is
taking to correct this, and is it correct
that the principal reason for the with­
drawal of these teachers is dissatisfac­
tion at the failure of the Government
to make good any of its promises to­
wards the teachers and the betterment
of education generally; also when, if
ever, his annual report is likely to be
laid on the Table of the House?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I ask
that this question and also No. 10 be
deferred.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Prime
Minister (a) if any report has yet been
received from Dr. Rendell in reference
to the work of the Tuberculosis De­
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partment of the past year and i£ so
tn lay copy of the same on the Table
of the House; and (b) if any steps
have yet been taken to fill up with de­
serving cases the unoccupied accom
modation in the Sanitorlum?

HON. PRIMS MINISTER—I have
asked the Deputy Colonial Secretary to
turn up the report and will have it to­
morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he is aware that the
United States Congress is considering
a new tariff measure which imposes
heavy duties on fishery products from
all countries including Newfoundland,
imported into the United States; if so
to lay on the Table'of the House such
information as he possesses in regard
to the same; also to say what, if any,
steps the government is taking to se­
cure the exemption of Newfoundland
from these tariff revisions; also what
is the value in the light of this in­
formation of the claim of Messrs. Col­
lishaw and Devine that when they vis­
ited Washington some months ago they
secured such concessions for New­
foundland; also if the report of Messrs
Collishaw and Devine has yet been
received, and if so to lay a copy on
the Table of the House and if not when
is it expected to be received and what
has the mission of Messrs. Collishaw
and Devine cost the Colony?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I beg to
table the reply. I will have copies
typed for the benefit of the members.

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Colonial
Secretary to lay on the Table of the
House all correspondence between the
Government and St. George’s Coal
Fields Ltd. for years 1920 and 1921.

HON PRIME MINISTER—Questions
fi and 7 are same one, repeated by a
printers error. I will get the answer
as soon as possible.

MR. LEWIS asked the Chairman of
the Railroad Commission to lay on the
Table of the House a report of the
negotiations entered into between the

Railroad Commissioners and the St.
George’s Coal Fields, Limited.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Piime Minister if the Government has
decided to undertake the construction
of a series of roads including the fol­
lowing: Ono between Botwood via
Bishop’s Falls and Grand Falls; one
from the railroad to Springdale Notre
Dame Bay; one from the railroad to
Donne Bay; and others in other North­
ern Districts, and if so to lay on the
Table of the House a statement show­
ing the proposed roads, their mileage,
their estimated cost, the number of
men likely to be employed upon them,
and the period for which they will be
employed, and from what source he
proposes to obtain the money neces­
sary to construct them?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I am hav
ing a statement prepared and will
table it as soon as received from the
Agriculture and Mines Dept.

SIR M. P. CASHIN as^ed the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs, to
lay on the Table of the House a state­
ment showing the total collec­
tions of Customs Revenue, at all
ports of entry around the coast from
Cape Race to Bay of Islands inclu­
sive, for such period of the fiscal year
now expiring as details are available
and for the same periods in 1919-20
and in 1518-19, so that the country
may have an opportunity of seeing the
disastrous consequences to the Rev­
enue which have followed upon the
ill-advised policy of the Fishery Reg­
ulations enforced by the present gov­
ernment since taking office up to the
abandonment of the policy a few weeks
ago.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The an­
swer is in course of preparation. It
will take a lot of clerical work.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Colo­
nial Secretary or Hon. Minister of
Justice or Hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to table all correspon- 
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deuce between Mr. Devine, Mr. Outer­
bridge of New York, Sir Edgar Bow­
ring or any other persons or source
in the U. S. in the alteration in the
U. S. A. tariff against Newfoundland.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I beg to
table copies of the telegrams ami cor­
respondence between myself, Mr. De­
vine and others, the President of the
■Board of Trade, Sir Jos. Outerbridge
and the wireless to Sir E. R. Bowring.
I have no message from the latter, but
he is on a ship due at Halifax on
Thursday and we will pick him up
from Cape Race.

MR. WALSH asked the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, as chairman of
the Railway Commssion to lay on the
Table of the House a detailed state­
ment showing (a) The names of all
persons, clergy excluded who were
given free passes over the railway and
coastal system since the Commission
took control to date; (b) The approxi­
mate cost of these passes to the Com­
mission; (c) The cost of all special
trains employed by the members of the
persons who were given free trains for
Railway Commission or any other
the some period.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES— (a). This has already been an­
swered; no persorf but those already
on the list got passes from the Com­
mission. (b). The approximate cost
is not known as no data is kept, (c)
Will get it later.

MR WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs is it
fhe intention of the Government to
provide a sufficient amount of money
to be voted at the present session to
provide the Old Age Pension for those
old fishermen whose applications are
on file at the office of Mr. Woods the
clerk m cnarge of this Department:.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The vote
is the same as last year. There-is no
additional vote.

MR, MacDONNELL asked the Min­
ister oi Shipping to inform this House 

if the S.S. Seal has been chartered to
carry on the Labrador service this
season, what is the speed of the said
ship and how much per day was paid
and if she has suitable passenger ac­
comodation, also to state how many
trips she has made to date and if it is
the intention of the Government to
keep her on this service; (2) To in­
form tin’s House if it is correct that
the S.S. Diana has been chartered for
the Labrador service for this season,
to state what amount is being paid for
her per day, what is her speed and if
he is satisfied that her passenger ac­
comodation is satisfactory to the trav­
elling public?

HON. MIN. OF SHIPPING—I beg to
say that the Seal was engaged to make
one trip from Conception Bay to La­
brador which she has now completed.
She is now lying up on the Southside
'rhe Diana was under the same chart­
er. She took some men down and as
ethers were anxious to go she made a
second trip. They paid $325 a day for
the Ranger and Diana and $375 for the
Seal. The Diana was not engaged for
the summer, but for an occasional trip

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—How much
are the Government responsible for
beyond the $325. Did you pay for the
coals etc.

HON MINISTER OF SHIPPING—No
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—There is a

clamour in Conception Bay for a se­
cond ship for the summer, and I sug­
gest the Watchful.

HON. MIN. OF SHIPPING—She is
hardly fitted for the Labrador service
Arrangements are now being made
whereby the Sebastopol will be used.
They will have the second boat al­
right. She will go on as soon as the
Diana returns.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE—To ask the
Primo Minister to lay on the Table of
the House the following information;
if Mr. Moses Young, of Spaniard’s Bay
has been appointed to advance certain
relief to the people of Spaniard’s Bay 
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and vicinity and what amount of ad­
vance or relief to each person?

HON..PRIME MINISTER—I have
asked Mr. Stirling to get the informa­
tion.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I asked be­
fore for the original bills of Mr. Bas-
tow and Mr. Irvine Parsons.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will get
them.

On motion of Hon. the Minister of
Justice the Resolution for the Confir­
mation of An Agreement beween the
Government and The Pulp and Paper
Corporation of America” was referred
to a Select Committee of the House.

Mr. Speaker appointed the following
as the Select Committee—Hon. the Min
ister of Justice, Hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, Mr. Samson,
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Sullivan.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the Bill
entitled ‘‘An Act to amend Chapter 210
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third
Series) entitled ‘Of Warehouse Re­
ceipts and other Securities in the Pos­
session of Ranks” ’ was read a second
time.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Speaker. It
strikes me as strange that the banks
should advance money in this way at
all. In Canada it is done as far as the
wheat crop is concerned, but as re­
gards the fish that are still swimming
in the sea, it is entrely different mat­
ter. T think these two points should
be well considered.

HON. MIN. .OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—1 agree with Mr. Bennett in the
point that he makes to the effect that
if it is possible to get a loan from the
banks on the fish that are still swim­
ming in the water it may be that they
would give the fishermen a fit-out on
the same basis. I also agree with Sir
John Crosbie that this Bill should go
o a Select Committee to be threshed

out thoroughly. We met the bank
managers some time ago on this mat­
ter and they stated that they had been
advancing money all along on fish still 

in the sea. I might say personally that
I have been in business a good many
years now, and I never heard of the
practice before. It is probable, how­
ever, that large firms doing as much
as $2,000,000 supplying business must
have got advances on some such un­
derstanding.

SIR JOHN C CROSBIE—My only
point is that the idea of advancing mo­
ney on fish swimming in the sea is
not good enough. I like Mr. Coaker,
could never get the money on that se­
curity. This is a Bill brought in by
the banks themselves and we should
consider it well before deciding on
anything definite. If money is to be
advanced on the fish still in the wa­
ter it enables the merchant to give
out supplies, but when they have no
security and the position is practical­
ly the same.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—Mr. Chair
man, I would like to make it clear that
al1 except the last paragraph of this
Bill is the law to-day pnd the whole
change is embodied in the last three
lines of that paragraph. What Sir
John Crosbie has been referring to is
being done under the Law to-day and
this Act does not give the Banks the
power ot do the things that it has been
said they can do.- What I mean is
this: a man who has fifty dealers goes
to the bank and gets money for which
he buys goods or provisions. Ordin­
arily the bank would take these goods
as security, but it cannot do so in this
case because they are given out to
dealers on credit and therefore the
process is for the dealers to turn in
the fish to the supplier, which fish is
hypothicated to the bank. The bank
does not actually take a warehouse re­
ceipt for the amount advanced, but
merely the promise of the customer.
The banks inform me that this has
heretofore been regarded as the legal
practice and no one has ever refused to
give the promise, nor have they refus­
ed to give the necessary power of at­
torney. I agree with previous speak­
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ers that this Bill should go to a Se­
lect Committee.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE—Mr. Chair­
man, here is the weak side of this Bill
The Bank advances the money on fish
,that is still in the water and the man
to whom he advances it buys pro­
visions and gives them out to his deal­
ers, but it must be remembered that
every bank has a limit for its credi­
tors, and it may be that the particu­
lar man gets only $30,000 which is not
enough and then he goes to Bowrings
or some other firm and gets the bal­
ance. The point is however that these
people have no security.
It was ordered that the Bill be reffered
to a Select Committee of the House to
consist of: Hon. the Minister of Justice
Hon. the Minister’ of Marine and Fish­
eries, the Minister of Shipping, Sir J.
C. Crosbie, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higgins.

The remainng Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Hon. the Prime Minister gave notice
that he would on to-morrow move the
House into a Committee of the Whole
to consider certain Resolutions in con­
firmation of An Agreement with the
Reid Newfoundland Company for the
Operation of the Railway System of
The Colony for the period of one year.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

WEDNESDAY, July 6th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

In the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

MR. MacDONNELL—I would like to
call the Prime Minister’s attention to
a question on the Order Paper of July
2nd with reference to the matter of
the U. S. tariff re fish importations. I
would like to ask the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries how this measure by
the United States is going to effect the 

herring fishery of Bonne Bay and Bay
of Islands.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Mr. Speaker, just a word in replj
to the honourable member for St.
George’s. So far as herring is con­
cerned it means that there will be a
duty of $5.00 a barrel on herring going
into the United States. They have not
listened at all to the proposition put
forward by the American interests.
Scotch cured herring will come under
the same restrictions. My opinion is
that the American government will
pass that tariff as reported, and they
will use it as a weapon to make a
treaty with us. What they want is the
tree exportation of pulp wood. They
will probably say to us if you will
come along with something to offer
■us we may have something to offer
you. My last information is from Dr.
Grenfell who has met several of the
Ways and Means Committee. The tax
on boneless fish will not interfere with
us. We have a good market in Grea
Britain, end the will take all we
can supply.
ter that in the courseo f the next few

i was hoping with the Prime Mlnis-
days the^House would close, and then
we could send a strong deputation.
There is nbsolteuly no reason why we
should not be on friendly terms with
America. I go further and say that I
discussed this matter with the Colonial
Office, when I was in England. The
destiny of Newfoundland lies in that
direction. If they will put in a clause
that will enable us to make a recipro­
cal treaty we will be able to fix things
up. ....

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Mr. Speaker,
you will pardon me if I say a few
words on this matter. It is a serious
situation, and I doubt if it is at all pos­
sible to do anything about it. A des­
perate effort must be made, and it
must be made right away. It looks tc
me as if Sir Edgar Bowring is not in­
clined to go. Let us suppose he is not 
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going. What we should do is to pick
out some executive man, and he should
be sent immediately to see what can be
done. I am appealing to the Prime Min
ister and to the Government in a big
way tc let us start someone out imme­
diately. This serious situation must
be saved if possible. You have no idea
of how serious a mater it is. You may
not succeed, but it is worth trying.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Mr. Speaker, Sir John takes his usu­
al reasonable attitude in this matter.
The position is a certain bill has been
reported by the Ways and Means Com­
mittee. It will come before the House
:n the course of about six weeks. The
proceeding is just the same as here.
If this House were closed within a
reasonable time suitable representa­
tion could be sent. Supply has been
postponed from day to day on the re­
quest of the honourable Leader of the
Opposition. With the exception of the
railroad Resolutions there is nothing
but the Ways and Means and Supply
cn the Order Paper. The Legislative
Council has cleaned up its business to
date, and there is no reason why, if the
business of the House were taken up
in a business-like manner, the House
would not be closed in eight or ten
days.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker, is not
this the natural outcome of the policy
of discrimination that we practiced
last year against the Americans. Last
year American gold was sent down
here, and because of the gross ignor­
ance and incompetence of those in
charge the gold was sent back, and the
Americans were not permitted to do
business here It is unfortunate that
a competent, patriotic committee of
Newfoundlanders such as Dr. Grenfell,
Dr. Campbell and Mr. Collishaw did
not go to Washington to represent
Newfoundland. Where are the Keans
and the Lewis’s?

I am always misrepresented in the
papers. I did not say that we should
take the United States by the throat.

The man who has fallen down on his
job comes in now and pleads for mer­
cy. On his way back from Europe hav­
ing wrecked our fisheries, it was his
bounden duty when he arrived in New
York to consult with his pet commis­
sioner and then proceed to' Washing­
ton if not get out. It is my duty to
speak in this way. And it is nauseat­
ing to be told that Grenfell and Colli-
f.haw are looking into the matter. I
have no doubt these men are all right
in their own sphere, but Collishaw has
no interest in Newfoundland, he mere­
ly is after money. And now you invite
When Smith and Shipman were down
Sir E. Bpwring when it is too late.
here you played Mr. Minister of Mar­
ino and Fisheries with fire. They were
not fools so they went back to New
York and told the whole story to their
principals. They told the story how
they were dragged through the Su­
preme Court, and fortunately won, but
then you availed of the War Measures
Act to still have your own way, be it
right or wrong. There are millions
of people in the United States wanting
our fish and cannot get it. We will
never get back to our pre-war dry salt
fish markets. I do not hold the Prime
Minister altogether responsible be­
cause he is at the mercy of the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fsheries. but I re­
member the day when he held forth
that he was the man who controlled
and would control the price of fish.
Where is he now? He now officially
tells us he is about to retire from the
position. If this is correct and in the
Fght of what has happened I sympa­
thise with him for the hopeless mess
he has made of our most important de­
partment. It is not good enough to
tell the fishermen that it is no longer
profitable to catch fish. It is not good
enough towards the people who has
sent him here and after the promises
he has made to them. When he saw he
was falling down on his job, and he
was failing badly in his job, and he 
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should have stopped dragging the coun
try down. I would have taken off my
hat to him if he had said I see I am on
the wrong road, I must go In some
other direction. I regret to have to
speak in this strain and before he re­
tires I wish to strongly advise him that
he ought to try and leave behind him
something official that will in some
little way offset the calamity he has
caused. As to this American tariff, if
you think you or some other man on
the other side cannot deal with this
matter and proceed to Washington,
then let you select some competent
man and take the matter up right
away. Never mind Collishaw. Get the
man who has a stake here. No one in
this House would have any hesitation
in equipping him properly for the job.
What Devine does not know about fish
would fill a very large volume. What
I say I mean tbo’ not in a personal
way. This is no joke for me and the
hundreds of others who have to remain
in this country. I did not intend to
have anything to say, but after seeing
this rag misrepresenting me, I then
had a different mind. I will not criti­
cise any paper which crticises me fair­
ly. but when it is unfair and narrow \
will then defend myself. This rag nev­
er put me here. Two thousand free and
independent electors placed me here,
and I am prepared to stand for all the
pledges and promises I made to them.
1 will uphold East, North, South and
West, They form the whole country,
and I have an interest in the whole as
distinct from any particular section.
The defeat of the government at the
present time would be the best thing
fur the country. And that defeat is
sure to come whether it is this session
or at the next. You cannot go on
squandering money like' you are, you
cannot go on building roads, you can­
not go on ab.ndling the railroad and
prior to your getting the reins of gov­
ernment. the Reids would have to bear
any deficit resulting from its opera­
tion. If somebody else than you were 

in power the Reids would be put in
their place. The Reids whom you once
vilified were paid last year by you $1,-
500,000 to run the road. The Prime
Minister said this afternoon that in the
future Resolutions would be tabled to
deal with the railroad. I assure you
that not one vote will be passed in
the Estimates until I am convinced
that you have a serious earnest at­
tempt to have the railroad run more
favourably than it has, and that you
will get the American authorities to
rescind this terribly destructive tariff
■on our fish. I know there are other
men on the other side who will bear
me out, but they have not yet had the
opportunity to do so. Captain Jones
and tlie private members are just as
responsible as the Minister of Justice,
and the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries., and certainly as much as Dr.
Grenfell and Mr. Collishaw and others.

MR. ARCHIBALD—I think this Am­
erican tariff is a very serious matter
for Newfoundland. And from what the
leader of the Opposition has read, it
can be easily seen that the first move
was made because of the activity of
some Americans. Mr. Coaker got up
and I will ask him a question when be
is finished talking. Since this has come
before the Government, I know you
have been taking the thing seriously
as you have tried to get Sir Edgar
Tfowring to handle the matter for us
but I understood the Prime Minister
to say that we should have a good man
to go there, but he added that if the
Opposition would allow the House to
c’ose then he would get some member
of the government to go up there to
represent us. Now it seems quite plain
from the report of Sir Edgar Bowring
that he does not intend to go there.
Did I not understand the Prime Min­
ister to say Mr. Coaker that if the
House were allowed to close some-
tlrng would be done?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—Yes.
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MR. ARCHIBALD—Tho point I am
Retting after is this. Have we stopped
io think that this one dollar and seven­
ty-five cents is against the fishermen.
Is this a threat against the Opposition
that if they will not allow the House
to close the fishermen will he penalis­
ed? Why the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries is the champion of the fish­
ermen, and I assume he is at the pres
ent time, and now his Government
iays that if you allow us to close the
House we will send some one there,
and if you will not we will penalise
the fishermen one dollar and seventy-
five cents. I want to tell that man in
the gallery who is interrupting me
that if he is a serious thinking New­
foundlander, he will listen to the fact
that one dollar and seventy-five cents
is about to be placed on our fishermen.
I am trying to have this prevented so
please do not interrupt and be quiet.
You are not getting square with the
Opposition in this way as none of
them are concerned personally. There
are a good many voting machines on
your side of the House, and let you try
and have this stopped, even at the
risk of defeat. I will read a part of
this correspondence dealing with Col-
llshaw. (Reads). That is the only
place where he is mentioned. AU the
rest of it is I., I., I., I presume that
Collishaw got paid for taking the trip
only. Apparently all that was done
was done by Devine. Collishaw fol­
lowed me over to Spaniard’s Bay to
break up the meeting I held over there
and he broke the wheel of his car in
trying to do that, so that the smallest
child knows that he has some deep in­
terest in the country. I want also to
state that he said Archibald had more
heart than brains and if I did not
have more heart than brain he would
not have got back as easily as he did.

Let the fishermen take notice of
that.. As regards what is said in the
paper I will say nothing as it is too
trivial. The Hon. Minister of Educa­

tion has now returned but is not in
the House. He went to the town of
Hr. Grace with Detective O’Neill to at­
tend to the men who were looking for
work; we have come to something
when that is the case. (Quotes paper.)

The Hon. Prime Minister does not »
have to worry about Hr. Grace as I
will see they are treated right there.
There is nothing further in the paper
to interest me but surely some of you
will see that the proper thing is done.

MR. MOORE.—I object to the Hon.
Minister of Marine consulting with
Dr. Grenfell as to the tariff being put
on our fisheries and I ask you to leave
Grenfell and the bird of passage, Col­
lishaw, out of it.

CAPT. LEWIS.—I think this is a
most serious question that has been
introduced by Mr. Archibald. You
should have moved months ago to
have this tariff rescinded. But you
are following the policy of drift—you
came into power on the itidal wave
as a fisherman’s government but what
have you done. Not one of you has
ever risen to advocate anything for
the fishermen. The members for St.
John’s are representing the laborers,
coopers, etc., but the others here were
sent by the fishermen and why don’t
you ask your leader to rise and do
something. It was said a few days
ago by the Hon. Minister of Marine
that the fishermen can ship their oil
in steel casks which is a joke. He
has an interest in Newfoundland and
if he will not do something a lot of
these fishermen will have to go to the
United States. Sir Ambrose Shea ap­
pealed for confederation in 1869 but
failed, but the Hon. Prime Minister
and Minister of Marine can do it now
and be knighted. If you do not do it
you are a failure and it is up to you
who represent the F.P.U. to ask them
to remove these duties. Can you ex­
pect the Gorton Pew Co. to carry on
as in years past. Collishaw is the 
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guide, philosopher and friend of the
Hon. Mr. Coaker and went to Mon­
treal with him but what has he done.
His kind has been denounced before
by the Hon. Minister of Marine, but
what is his interest in Newfoundland.
The story will be told in the near fu­
ture. Once more I appeal to the Hon.
Prime Minister to lose no time in get­
ting the United States to rescind the
law and block Senator Lodge who has
been legislating against it for years.
I believe that if you have the interest
of the country and the fishermen at
heart you will do the best possible to
make arrangements and see if the
States will not take off the duty in
full to do so in part. I believe that
Hon. Mr. Foote and his men are suf­
fering harder by this than by any
other law. The Hon.. Mr. Warren’s
men, who are of the best class in New­
foundland and fish on the Banks, when
they come in in October they will not
be able to send it to Gloucester as is
the custom and if the policy of drift is
allowed to go on it will mean that
20,000 qtls. more of fish will have to
go into competition with the rest in
Oporto. We now have 46,000 qtls. in
Oporto though the American market
is next door to us. As I explained be-
for the Hon. Minister of Marine put
up the first barrier against us. This
had been forcefully explained bj' Mr.
Walsh, it was started for personal
reasons or to assist his friends. He
did not fill the bill as Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries as he was too part­
isan. If he will contribute two mil­
lions to the railway why not ask us to
contribute to Messrs. Harris and Pen­
ney. He supported the Bill for the
one and a half millions for the rail­
way—he did not do as was expected
of him. He said that his department
is the most important one and I agree
with him but he does not fill the post.
The country has suffered through his
mismanagement and is now suffering 

through his failure to take up this
matter with the States. I fear it has
now gone too far to be remedied. Both
of these gentlemen may have some­
thing in their heads that we know
nothing about but they would not
carry on with this if confederation
were not in sight. We are first of all,
Newfoundlanders and I say it is too
bad that these representatives of the
North will not say a word in the in­
terests of the fishermen. It is alright
for them to stand up for the Govern­
ment out it is their duty to stand for
the rights of those who sent them
here.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House copies
of all telegrams to the amount of six
hundred and twenty-one pounds ster­
ling shown in the statement of expen­
ses of Mr. S. Smith, Trade Commis­
sioner for Portugal, as having been
sent to Newfoundland from the period
September 7, 1920 to June IS, 1921. Al­
so to state the annual salary paid Mr.
Smith as Trade Commissioner.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The answer is being
prepared.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
tile House—
(a) Copy of the suggestions which Sir

. Geo. Bury states in his report he
has placed before the Reid Nfld.
Co., to assist them to operate the
railway this year.

(b) Is the sum of $1,500,000, suggest­
ed by Sir Geo. Bury to be furnish­
ed by the Colony to the Reid

■ Nfld Co., for operation of the
railway to be distinct and apart
from expenditure if any, on cap­
ital account?

(c) What class of outlays are intend­
ed by Sir Geo. Bury in the para­
graph of his report where he says
that "expenditure on capital ac-
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count be made only upon the
written sanction of the Govern­
ment and that these works be paid
for when completed upon certifi­
cate from the Government En­
gineer?

(d) Wi l such expenditure be an ab­
solute loss to the Colony or would
they be in the category of the ex­
penditures on locomotives, etc.,
for the past year to be charged
against any claims made by the
Reids at the end of their 50-year
operating period?

(e) If such expenditures are to be
charged against the Reid Company
what steps has the Government
taken or will take to ensure that
this liability of the Reid Company
on account of such payments is
clear and undisputed.

(f) Will he table a statement showing
the wage increases made to the
different, classes of employees
mentioned in Sir Geo. Bury’s re­
port and the amount paid by the
Reid Co., for such services in
1919-20 and by the Railway Com­
mission for such services in 1921?

fg) Has Sir Geo. Bury supplied any
figures on which to base his esti­
mate that the loss on operating
the railroad this year will be less
than $2,000,000 and if so, will the
same be tabled, and if not what
ground is there for supposing that
the estimate of this gentleman,
who was only in St. John’s three
or four days, is more likely to be
correct than that of the traffic of­
ficers of the railway?

(h) Why is no provision made that
the Reid Co. should contribute
some amount towards the loss on
operating the railroad this year,
even if the amount is under a mil­
lion and a half dollars, seeing that
the Company was required to con­
tribute $100,000 last year?

(i) When was expenditure proposed

for the placing of heavier rails on
the line and what will be the cost
of the same?

(j) What will be the cost of making
the alterations to the existing
rails suggested by Sir Geo. Bury
and the cost of angle bars for 100
miles of track, and is the cost of
these angle bars to be included in
the cost of operation or to be a
separate item and if the latter,
will it be charged against the
Reid claims at the end of fifty
years?

(k) Will the cost of constructing
snow sheds and erecting a coal­
handling plant at Argentia be in­
cluded in operation or will it be
separate (and in such case will it
be charged against the Reid
claims ar the end of fifty years)?

(1) What steps is it proposed to take
to oblige the Reid Co. to operate
the railway with economy, seeing
that it is a matter of indifference
to the Reid Co., how the line is
operated so long as the expendi­
ture is kept below $1,500,000?

(in) Why is a capable General Manag­
er necessary? Has the Reid Co. at
any time recommended such an
appointment, and if so to lay on
the Table of the House copy of
such iecommendation?

(n What is the object of appointing a
Commission to deal with public
utilities and what other public
utilities are there in the country
that will require the attention of
this commission simply be the
creation of more offices and the
appointment of more high-salaried
officials.

(o) What guarantee has the Colony
that if the operation of the rail­
way during this year exceeds a
million and a half dollars the
Reid Co. will be able to meet the
excess seeing that within the past
fortnight it has mortgaged all the



860 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

assets o£ its four subsidiary com­
panies to the Royal Trust Com­
pany for the sum of 94,800,000?

(p) Is it proposed to retain the ser­
vices of Mr. Victory E. Pill as
railway auditor this year, and is
he to be paid the same salary as
last year?

(q) How much has been paid or is to
be paid Sir Geo. Bury for his re­
port and his advice. And will this
amount include an allowance for
his expenses, and if not what ex­
tra sum will be paid him therefor?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
(a) I will lay this on the Table as
soon as it is received, (b) The million
and a half is for loss on capital ac­
count not on operating. I have asked
for a statement as to wages for 1920-
21. Sir George Bury came to Sydney
and stopped at Port aux Basques and
Argentin and then went to Brigus. He
made the estimates of his own know­
ledge. The original estimate was $1,-
900,000 alter figuring by the Reids and
one and a half millions by Sir George
Bury.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if a commission to deal with
profiteering has been appointed; if so
who are the Commissioners? If no
Commission has been appointed why
not?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
shall be glad to hear from Mr. Walsh
if he can recommend the men for the
Commission. I have not found the
suitable men. The Bill was assented
to yesterday and any appointment will
be valid.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—At
the request of the Opposition, the mo­
tions for Supply and Ways and Means
are being deferred until the railway
programme was first announced. For
the information of the hon. member
for Hr. Grace, I might say that we
have been ready with practically all of
the matters on the Order Paper and 

just as soon as the railway programme
is found to be satisfactory to the Op­
position we will proceed, to-morrow I
presume.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Well then the
sooner the better.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—We are not go­
ing to deal with Supply until the
Prime Minister tables the fullest in­
formation concerning the Railway Re­
solutions and other -financial under­
takings. Further, the Prime Minister
promised to table this information.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I take it that
the Prime Minister will furnish the in­
formation to-morrow and that we will
have no further delay.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
‘ An Act to amend the Election Act,
1913.“

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
MR. MacDONNELL—Mr. Chairman.

As there are certain amendments to
be made to at least three sections Oi
the Act, and as I would like to have an
opportunity of considering them be­
fore they are drafted, I would suggest
that the Committee rise and report pro
gross and sit again to-morrow.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I have no objection to moving that
the Committee rise and report pro­
gress and ask leave to sit again, but I
would be glad to have it understood
by the honorable gentlemen opposite
that the discussiin of the Bill in Com­
mittee stage is to take place at the
next day of the sitting.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
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Second Reading of Bill "An Act re­
specting fishery supplies for the cur­
rent season.”

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE—Mr.
Speaker. This morning I met a depu­
tation of the Board of Trade who have
asked for certain Amendments to this
Bill and which amendments are now
in the course of being printed. Con­
sequently, I would ask that the Bill
he given Second Reading and that dis
mission on it be deferred until we go
into Committee.

The remaining Orders of the Dey
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock

THURSDAY, July 7.
The House met ar three of the clock

in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Noiice of
Question

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the House resolved itself in­
to a Committee of the Whole to con­
sider certain resolutions in confirm­
ation of an agreement with the Reid
Nfld. Co., for the operation of the
Railway System of the Colony for the
period of one year.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Scammell took the Chair of

Committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again on Monday.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again
on Monday.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of Hon.
the Minister of Finance and Customs 

to lay on the Table of the House a
statement showing the total Customs
Revenue for the fiscal year which
ended on Thursday last, and the two
previous fiscal years.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table of
the House a statement showing all
amounts paid by members of this
House supporting the Government
party in respect of guarantees for the
prosecution of the fishery this year,
for the two individuals or firms in
their districts, and what steps have
been taken in each case to protect the
Government in the matter of securing
a return of these payments.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries for
a statement showing all amounts in
the way of
(a) Salary;
(b) Of expenses paid to John M. De­

vine, Trade’Commissioner at New
York, from the time of his appoint­
ment up to date, and also whether
it is intended to continue Mr. De­
vine in his appointment, and if so
for how long, and on what grounds.

The Remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of
Question. ,

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, the railway resolutions
and draft agreement annexed there­
to, which I now desire to submit for
the consideration of the House, con­
stitutes one of the most important
items of the session’s business. The
railway situation is, in fact, the most
important problem which Newfound­
land has to face. No agreement has
been made between the Government
and the Reid Newfoundland Company
with respect to railway operation’s for
the coming year. The railway situa­
tion is of such magnitude that I felt
the proper course to follow was to
submit the matter to the Legislature,
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so that the Legislature Itself, as the
representative body of the country,
might have an opportunity of freely
debating the problem and authorising
the Executive Administration to enter
into an agreement as suggested in the 2.
draft before the House, or such other
agreement as the House itself after
full consideration and debate might
determine to be in the best interests
of the Island. The resolutions are as
follows:

RESOLUTIONS
Submitted to Committee of the

whole House for the operation of the 3.
Newfoundland Railway.

WHEREAS it is necessary to pro­
vide for the present operation of the
Newfoundland Railway.
Be it Resolved:

(1) The Governor in Council is
hereby authorized and empow­
ered to enter into the agree­
ment with the Reid Newfound­
land Company, Limited, set out
in the Schedule hereto and the
said agreement when executed
shall be binding upon the part­
ies thereto.

(2) A Bill shall be introduced o to
give effect to these resolutions.

AGREEMENT made the Thirtieth
day of June, A. D., 1921 BETWEEN
His Excellency Sir Charles Alexander 4.
Harris, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.V.O., Govern­
or of Newfoundland and Its Dependen­
cies, in Council, (hereinafter called
“the Government”) of the one part,
AND Reid Newfoundland Company,
Limited (hereinafter called “the Com­
pany”) of the other part;

■WHEREAS it is desirable to pro­
vide for the operation of the New­
foundland Railway for the ensuing
twelve months;
NOW THIS AGREEMENT WITNES­

SETH as follows:—
1. The Company shall during the

term of this Agreement operate
the Railway at the minimum 5.

cost consistent with safety and
giving a reasonable service with
the passenger and mixed service
laid down in the Schedule here­
to as the minimum.
The Company shall secure the
services of a competent person.
from Canada, or the United
States of America, to be General
Manager in full charge of the
operation of the Railway, and
the appointment of such General
Manager shall be subject to the
approval of the Government.
Expenditures on capital account
in connection with the Railway
shall during the term of this
Agreement be made only on the
written sanction of the Govern­
ment, and such works shall be
paid for by the Government
when completed, and upon the
certificate of the Government
Engineer. Any amounts so paid
shall be charged to the Company
with interest at six per cent, per
annum from date of payment,
and shall be set off against any
claim or claims which the Com­
pany may have againsf the Gov­
ernment under Section 13 of the
Newfoundland Railway (Amend­
ment) Act, 1901.
The Government shall pay the
actual loss of operating the Rail­
way during the term of this
Agreement, provided that should
such loss exceed the sum of One
and one-half million dollars
such excess shall be borne by
the Company. The payments by
the Government as aforesaid
shall be made in such manner
as may be agreed upon between
the parties hereto. In comput­
ing the actual loss of operating
the Railway no charge for in­
terest or depreciation shall be
included.
The Government shall have the
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right to appoint one or more
auditors of the revenue and ex­
penditure on Railway operation,
and such auditor or auditors
shall have access to all the
books and records of the Com­
pany relating to the operation

of the Railway under this Agree­
ment, and shall have the right
to make copies thereof or take
extracts therefrom, and to ex­
amine any official of the Com­
pany in relation thereto.

G. The term of this Agreement
shall be from the first day ot
July, A.D., 1921, to the Thirtieth
day of June, A.D., 1922, both in­
clusive.

7. Except as herein expressly pro­
vided with regard to the opera­
tion of the Railway during the
term aforesaid this Agreement
and anything done under this
Agreement shall be absolutely
without prejudice to the rights
and liabilities of either party
hereto under existing contracts
or agreements.

THE SCHEDULE WITHIN REFER­
RED TO.

BONAVISTA BRANCH: 88 miles.
Present Time Table: Daily except

Sunday.
To be: Tri-weekly (up one day,

down following day).
HEART’S CONTENT BRANCH: 42

miles.
Present Time Table: Daily except

Sunday.
To be: Tri-weekly (up and down

same day).
ST. JOHN’S TO CARBONEAR: 80

miles.
Present Time Table: Two trains

daily except Sunday (up and down.)
To be: One train daily except Sun­

days (each way).
BAY DE VERDE BRANCH: 52 miles.

Present Time Table: Daily except
Sunday (up and down).

To be: Tri-weekly.
ST. JOHN’S TO TREPASSEY: 105

mies.
Last year’s Time Table: Daily.
Now: Tri-weekly (up one day, down

following day).
To be: No change except during

severe winter mouths.
ST. JOHN’S TO PORT AUX BAS­

QUES: 546 miles.
Present Time Table: Three times a

week.
To be: Semi-weekly (unless passen­

ger traffic picks up sufficiently to
warrant tri-weekly trains during
month of August).
PORTIONS OF RAILWAY TO BE

CLOSED DURING FIRST QUART­
ER, 1922:

HUMBERMOUTH TO MILLER­
TOWN JUNCTION: 04 miles.

SHOAL HARBOR TO BONAVISTA:
88 miles.

CARBNEAR TO BAY DE VERDE
AND GRATE’S COVE: 52 miles.

WATERFORD BRIDGE TO TRE­
PASSEY: 105 miles.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF His Excel­

lency in Council has caused the
Great Seal of the Island of New­
foundland to be set hereto and has
signed these presents, and the
Company has caused these presents
to be executed in accordance with
its regulations the day and year
first above written.

By His Excellency’s Command,

, Colonial Secretary.
PRESIDENT. The COMMON SEAL

of Reid Nfld. Co. was
hereunto affixed in
presence of:

SECRETARY.
The draft agreement is as follows:
Agreement made the thirtieth day of

June, A.D., 1921 BETWEEN His Ex­
cellency Sir Charles Alexander Har­
ris, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.V.O., Governor
of Newfoundland and its Dependen­
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cies in Council (hereinafter called
“the Government”) of the ono part,
AND Reid Newfoundland Company,
Limited (hereinafter called “the Com­
pany”) of the other part.

WHEREAS it is desirable to pro­
vide for the operation of the New­
foundland Railway for the ensuing
twelve months;

NOW THIS AGREEMENT WIT­
NESSETH as follows: —

1. Tile Company shall during the
term of this Agreement operate the
Railway at the minimum cost consist­
ent with safety and giving a reason­
able service with the passenger and
mixed service laid down in the Sched­
ule hereto as the minimum.

2. The Company shall secure the
services of a competent person, from
Canada, or the United States of • Am­
erica, to be General Manager in full
charge of the operation of the Rail­
way, and the appointment of such
General Manager shall be subject to
the approval of the Government.

3. Expenditures on capital account
in connection with the Railway shall
during the term of this Agreement be
made only on the written sanction of
the Government, and such works shall
be paid for by the Government when
completed, and upon the Certificate of
the Government Engineer. Any am­
ounts so paid shall be charged to the
Company with interest at six per
cent, per annum from date of pay­
ment, and shall be set off against any
claim or claims which the Company
may have against the Government un­
der Section 13 of the Newfoundland
Railway (Amendment) Act, 1901.

4. The Government shal pay the
actual loss of operating the Railway
during the term of this Agreement,
provided that should such loss exceed
the sum of One and One-half million
dollars'such excess shall be borne by
the Company. The payments by the
Government as aforesaid shall be 

made in such manner as may be
agreed upon between the parties here­
to. In computing the actual loss of
operating the Railway no charge for
interest of depreciation shall be in­
cluded.

5. The Government shall have the
right to appoint one or more audit­
ors of the revenue and expenditure on
Railway operation, and such Auditor
or Auditors shall have access to all
the books and records of the Company
relating to the operation of the Rail­
way under this Agreement, and shall
have the right to make copies thereof
or take extracts therefrom, and to
examine any official of the Company
in relation thereto. ,

6. The term of this Agreement shall
be from the first day of July, A.D.,
1921, to the Thirtieth day of June. A.
D., 1922, both inclusive.

7. Except as herein expressly pro­
vided with regard to the operation of
the Raiway during the term aforesaid
this Agreement and anything done un­
der this Agreement shall be absolute­
ly without prejudice to the rights and
liabilities of either party hereto under ,,
existing Contracts or Agreements.

S. No salary or fee shall be paid t"
any Director of the Company for ser­
vices in connection with the opera­
tion of the Railroad except with the
approval of the Governor-in-Council.
THE SCHEDULE WITHIN REFER­

RED TO.
BONA VISTA BRANCH: 88 miles.

Present Time Table: Daily except
Sunday.

To be: Tri-weekly (up one day,
down following day.)
HEART'S CONTENT BRANCH: 42

miles.
Present Time Table: Daily except

Sunday.
To be: Tri-weekly (up and down

same day.
ST. JOHN’S TO CARBONEAR: SO

miles.
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Present Time Table: Two trains
daily except Sunday (up and down.)

To be: One train daily except Sun­
day, (each way.)
ST. JOHN’S TO PLACENTIA AND

ARGENTIA: 86 miles.
Present Time Table: One train

daily to Placentia, except Sunday,
each way.

To be: One train daily to Placentia
and Argentia, except Sunday, each
way.
BAY DE VERDE BRANCH: 52 miles.

Present Time Table: Daily except
Sunday (up and down).

To be: Tri-weekly.
ST. JOHN’S TO TREPASSEY: 105

miles.
Last year’s Time Table: Daily.
Now: Tri-weekly (up one day, down

following day.)
To be: No change except during se­

vere winter months.
ST. JOHN’S TO PORT AUX BAS­

QUES: 546 miles.
Present Time Table: Three times a

week.
To be: Semi-weekly (unles passen­

ger traffic picks up sufficiently to
warrant tri-weekly trains during
month of August).
PORTIONS OF RAILWAY TO BE

CLOSED DURING FIRST QUAR­
TER, 1922:

Deer Lake to Millertown Junction:
67 miles.

Shoal Harbour to Bonavista: 88
miles.

Carbonear to Bay de Verde and
Grate’s Cove: 52 miles.

Waterford Bridge to Trepassey: 105
miles.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF His Ex­
cellency the Governor-in-Council has
caused the Great Seal of the Island of
Newfoundland to be set hereto and
has signed these presents, and the
Company has caused' these presents to
be executed in accordance with its 

regulations the day and year first
above written.

By His Excellency’s Command,

Colonial Secretary.
President

The Common Seal of Reid
Newfoundland Company
was hereunto affixed in pre­
sence of:

Secretary.
The draft agreement is based upon

the report of Sir George Bury, who at
my request visited Newfoundland for
the purposes of studying the situa­
tion and advising in connection there­
with. Sir George Bury’s report is as
follows:

St. John’s, Nfld.,
29th June, 1921.

Dear Sir,—I have made a study of
the railway situation in Newfound­
land, as desired by you, and my sug­
gestions are:

That a contract be entered into for
one year, from the 30th June 1921,
with the Reid Newfoundland Company
to operate your railway, without pre­
judice to former agreements.

That the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany be required to operate the rail­
way with the utmost economy, con­
sistent with safety and reasonable
service.

That a capable general manager be
appointed by the Reid 'Newfoundland
Company to operate the railway and
that the appointment be subject to
your approval.

That a commission of three be form­
ed with the powers of the Canadian
Railway Commision, except where
such powers would conflict with any
agreement existing between the Gov­
ernment and tlie Reid Newfoundland
Company. This commission to deal
with all public utilities in addition to
the railway.

That expenditures on capital ac­
count be made only upon the written 
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sanction of the Government and that
these works be paid for when com­
pleted upon a certificate from the
Government engineer.

The railway since 1904 to date has
cost to operate, five and three-quarter
million dollars more than the railway
earned. Of this amount, one million
six hundred and fifty thousand dollars
was lost during the past year when
the railway was operated by the Com--
mission appointed by the Government
and one million, three hundred and
thirty-five thousand, one hundred and
seven dollars and fifty-five cents the
year previous.

During the year ending with this
month wages of employees were in­
creased, rolling stock shop force,
maintenance men and porters on the
30th June last; engineers and fire.-.
men at the end of September and the
station staff and trainmen at the end
of the year.

The officers of the railway estimated
that the loss on the coming year’s op­
erations will be over two millions of
dollars.

The earnings are falling and the
railway’s traffic officers place the de­
crease to be expected at almost half
the present receipts. I believe their
estimate is too pessimistic and have
made my calculations on a more hope­
ful outlook.

To operate the railway at the mini­
mum cost, consistent with safety and
reasonable service, certain changes
in operations must follow, which have
been placed before the Reid Newfound­
land Company in the form of sugges­
tions.

That the Government agree to pay
the actual loss from operating the
railway during the coming year but
that should the loss exseed one and
a half million dollars that such excess
should be borne by the Reid New­
foundland Company.

The very large expenditure that was 

proposed, to place heavier rails on the
line, should be deferred. The rails
on the Fortune Bay branch (never
operated) should be taken up and used
for replacing worn rails.

For a number of years to come the
fails at present on your railway will
answer by anchoring them either by
substituting angle bars for the fish
plates now in use, by rail anchors or
by slotting the rails at the ends to
hold the joint on the tie. I recom­
mend that the rails be slotted, which
can be done cheaply as they lay and
that only sufficient angle bars for one
hundred miles of track be purchased
to substitute fish plates on swamps
and such places where the most diffi­
culty is experienced in preventing the
rails running.

A series of light snow sheds,
through and side hill, to the extent of
about a mile should be constructed
west of Avondale. Much delay to
traffic avoided and economy will re­
sult.

So soon as money is available, a
coal handling plant should be erected
at Argentia. One suitable to the pre­
sent and prospective tonnage to be
transferred.

If you are unable to enter into a
contract with the Reid Newfoundland
Company, or believe it undesirable to
do so, there is only operation by the
Government left. In view of the un­
fortunate results which have come
fiom Government operation of rail­
ways in Canada, the United Stales,
Great Britain and elsewhere, I imag­
ine you would prefer to go some
lengths before embarking upon such
an undertaking.

Yours truly,
(Sgd.) GEORGE BURY.

Hon. Sir Richard A. Cquires, K.C.M.G.,
Primo Minister,

St. John’s, Newfoundland
Many of the hon. members opposite

are, because of their long associations 
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with public life in Newfoundland in­
timately acquainted with the history
of railway development. There arc
those sitting on the Opposition benches
who are identified with all railroad
contracts which have been entered in­
to since the days of the late revered
Sir William Vallance Whiteway, who
was the father of railway develop.
mein in this country. I shall not at
this moment occupy the time of the
House in discussing the resolutions or
the draft agreement, but would point
out that there are but three possibili­
ties: (1) to close down the railway.
That is not a proposition which 1
could recommend. The railway is an
essential public utility the continu
ance of which must be secured. (21
The taking ever of the railway and
operating it during th 3 coming year
as a Government undertaking. That
is not a proposal which at the present
moment I could recommend. The Gov­
ernment has no such informatior. be­
fore it to justify it taking any such
step. Apart from the visit of Sir
George Bury and the advice which he
offered, the Newfoundland Govern­
ment has no railway advisers, nor has
it immediately at hand any capable
person to put as General Manage1' of
the railroad if it were taken over. It
at this time the Government took over
the operation of the railroad, they
would be depending entirely upon the
Reid Newfoundland Company and
their management for its operation.
This House well knows my opinion of
the Reid Newfoundland Company as
railway operators. I consider them
incompetent. To take over the rail­
road and ask the Reid Newfoundland
Company to operate it at Government
expense for the coming year would, in
my opinion, be an enormously expen­
sive undertaking, demoralizing to the
service and exceedingly unsatisfac­
tory.

<3. The entering into some tempor­

ary arrangement for operation during
the year along the lines of the report
of Sir George Bury, whose standing as
an expert in railroad management is.
I am sure, above dispute.

I fully appreciate the fact that this
is a temporary program, but I feel
that if an efficient manager is secur­
ed. some substantial progress may be
made towards putting railway opera­
tions in Newfoundland upon the basis
of good management and business
sense. I consequently submit these
resolutions, with suggested draft con­
tract, to the House, and to each indi­
vidual member of the House for care­
ful consideration at leisure, in the
hope that the hon. members opposite,
out of the abundance of their past ex­
perience with railroad contracts and
railwray legislation, may throw some
further light upon the situation and
some satisfactory program may be
jointly evolved. I frankly admit that
the proposal which I have suggested,
namely, that of accepting the report
of Sir George Bury as a temporary
arrangement for operation during the
coming year, is to avoid the immediate
closing down of railway operations on
the one hand and to avoid judging
blindly in the matter of railway oper­
ations by the Newfoundland Govern­
ment without an opportunity of care­
ful study of the whole situation and
the assistance of an expert railroad
man who would have at least some
practical knowledge of railway condi­
tions as they exist. I presume that the
entire House will agree with me in my
view that the closing down of the rail­
road is not to be thought of. As an
alternative, some of my friends oppo­
site may suggest that the railway be
taken ovep by the Government. That
may be a solution, but at the present
moment, without careful examination
into the whole situation, without ex­
pert advice, and without having a
competent railroad manager to take 
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charge of the situation, the Govern­
ment would find itself entirely in the
hands of the Reid Newfoundland
Company In the matter of operation.
That would be a hopeless situation,
and disastrous to the best interests ot
the Colony. So that the bon. mem­
bers opposite may have a full oppor­
tunity of considering these resolu­
tions and suggested draft agreement,
it might be well that the debate upon
this matter be set for Monday next,
and that other business before the
House be now proceeded with.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I think we
ought to adjourn until Monday.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—My
suggestion was that the debate upon
these resolutions be adjourned until
Monday. We might now proceed with
the debate on supply.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—May I ask
the Hon. the Prime Minister if there
is no other explanation that he has to
give us on this important matter? I
expected a great speech this after­
noon. I was hoping that the Prime
Minister would excel himself.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
is entirely in accordance with my
wish that the debate upon these re­
solutions be set for Monday.

MR. BENNETT.—Is this the only
explanation that we can expect on this
matter. It is a great disappointment
to this House, and I am sure it will
be a disappointment to the country.
In introducing resolutions it is usual
to give a full explanation of the re­
solutions. This is a matter that is
going to have a serious effect upon the
financial status of the country, and
the attitude that has been taken by
the Prime Minister is neither right,
proper nor appropriate. It is the one
thing tjiat the business of this House
has been held up for. There is much
information that should be forthcom­
ing. I think, Sir, that before we go
into committee on Monday the Prime

Minister should deal at length with
this matter and explain it fully.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker, I
am surprised this afternoon as are the
other gentlemen of the House. I have
been waiting for the time to come
when we would get an explanation of
this railroad policy. I came here pur­
posely this afternoon to hear the
Prime Minister tell us fully about the
railroad, and he comes in here and
reads the resolutions. A school boy
could beat his effort this afternoon.
He has acted like one ashamed to
read what he has before him. May I
ask the Prime Minister if this is a
party matter? Are the gentlemen on
the other side prepared to sit down
and vote for this matter? Most of them-
have not even received a copy of the
resolutions. There is a lot of inform­
ation that should be forthcoming.
Where are you going to get that 1%
million dollars from? Will you tell the
House that? I can tell you now that
you will never get the revenue that
you have estimated, and you know
that. If I were to say anything else I
would be doing an injustice to your in­
telligence. The week before last you
dropped 70,000 according to informa­
tion given here in the House.

I don’t know who is wrong, but
either you are cracked or I am get­
ting cracked. You are voting away
millions of dollars and you don’t know
where you can get a cent. What is
the report of the revenue boat, the
Daisy, that came in here this morning?
There is no fish on the West Coast ex­
cept what is brought in by bankers.
The people of Fortune Bay are starv­
ing, and you are here voting 1% mil­
lion dollars to be thrown away on the
railroad. Why go on to the end?
Surely some one will come forward
and save the country. What do you
care? What stake have you in this
country except a few law books? The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries had 
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a stake here one time, but now ho
doesn’t know where he is. He made
a mess of the country’s markets last
year, and now he has made a mess of
the railroad.

Are you going to sell us out? Eith­
er I am a fool or you are, I do not
know the way out. I do not see how
you are going to manage it. How in
the name of common sense can you
work on the basis of an estimate of
ten million dollars when you know
you are not going to get them. The
trains are moving empty, there is
nothing doing, and on top of that you
are forcing the sales tax and sur tax
on the merchants and consequently on
the people. The Profiteering Act was
passed but still the old game is going
on. We are the discredited members
of this House I take it. We were
termed that, when we handed over the
Government to you, but when we did
there were four millions of dollars in
the chest. Then in your manifesto
you told the people you were going to
retrench. If you had carried out your
manifesto there would be a different
tale for Newfoundland to-day. You
were elected on that cry and we
handed over the chest to you but you
quickly forgot your promises to the
people. You have spent twelve and
one half millions plus supplemental
supply and even then, after that ex­
travagance, there is nothing left of
the surplus which we handed over.
You had four millions and you got six
millions more, and to begin with you
spent one and a half millions on the
railway. Surely you are not going to
ask us to vote for a proposition of this
kind? No independent member of thli.
House will if he has the interest cf
those who sent him here at heart. If
the road is to be run the country will
drop another similar amount and I
say shut it down. Let us go back to
the days when eight hundred schoon­
ers would bring supplies back and 

forth. Why should we vote another
million and a half for this purpose?
Surely you have some explanation to
offer. You said we would get it. when
we go into committee. We will not
got it there. Now tell the whole
story. I see you are in an awkward
position. You are the one who de­
nounced the Reids. Yet last year you
voted one and a half million dollars
to them. Is this consistent on youi
part? You cannot blame us for keep­
ing you here. You have not passed
one vote yet, you have brought down
the Ways and Means. Until such time
as you show us how you are going to
get this money and not until then, will
one vote pass this House if the Oppo­
sition can prevent it. You say you
are looking after the interests of New­
foundland. You have deserted her in
all quarters. I spent two hours yes­
terday showing the House how you
had deserted her in a more important
matter than this one. I mean the fish
policy and not a helping hand was
extended to Newfoundland. That is
a lovely position to be in. What are
you going to do about it? What are
you going to do about that tariff? Five
dollars on a barrel of herping and the
price of a barrel here in Newfoundland
is only four dollars. You did not
move until we got at you and even up
to the present you have only sent a
few messages to Mr. Outerbridge and
Sir Edgar Bowring. ' Now you say
suspend the rules and close the House.
You are not going to close this House
until you show us how you are going
to raise the money to meet our obli­
gations. Not until then will any leg­
islation be passed except a few min­
or bills of little or no importance. We
had a sample of your conduct last
year when we closed the House and
trusted you. You then betrayed New­
foundland. This is hard talk to a
young Newfoundlander but you are
an unscrupulous Newfoundlander.
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You promised a lot o£ things and you
went back on them for a mess of pot­
tage. This is a lovely position to be
in and you know it. Everything you
touched failed and everything you will
touch will fail. You are up to your
ears and now is the time to get up
and give us an explanation, otherwise
you go down as the incapable Prime
Minister of this Colony. It is youi
bounden duty to get up and tell us
what is your railroad policy from be­
ginning to end and what you intend to
do in the future after the report hand­
ed you by Sir George Bury. I chal­
lenged you yesterday about the Ameri­
can fish tariff and the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries as well and not one
of you got up, but sat like a lot of
dummies. This is hard talk but it is
true. We are not going to vote for
this million and a half dollars and I
hope there will be men on the other
side who will back us but if you try
to pass it you will be written down as
traitors to your country forever. Oui
present debt is fifty millions. Nobody
on the other side seems to be alive
to the issue. The Minister of Marine
and Fisheries one time was a very ac­
tive man but now he is inactive. As
for the Minister of Justice, why great
things were expected of him, and I am
sorry he did not measure up to the
job and the confidence placed in him.
He had the chance of his life and he
let it go by. He is indifferent and
prepared to stay in the old rut. The ■
Prime Minister is apparently trying
to do something to get the House clos­
ed. As for this million and a half to
run the railroad, when and where can
you borrow it? You went outside last
year and on a false statement of date
1919-1920, which showed a surplus of
one and a quarter millions, borrowed
money on a statement signed by the
Auditor General and handed by us to
you in November 1919. You borrow­
ed on that and when challenged to 

furnish the financial statement of
Newfoundland you refused to do so
because you used our statement. You
got that six millions of dollars under
false pretences. If you want four mil­
lion for next year what financial
statement are you going to show?
Your deficit last year was three mil­
lions but that was not the statement
you handed the financier when you
wanted to borrow to pay the Reids.
The Reids lost year after year on the
running of the road and you were
aware of it. You lost two millions
last year and you know it cannot go
on. I serve notice that it is not to go
on and that these Resolutions are not
going through this House until such
time as you convince us that the re­
venue of this country will be suffici­
ent to meet its bills at the end of the
fiscal year 1922.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
expect to have the answer for tabling
during the afternoon.

HON. THE MINISTER OF MARINE
AND FISHERIES.—I beg to table the
reply.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon next, 11th inst., at
three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, July 11th.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, puhsuant to
adjournment.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I beg to table a reply to
question 4 of July 5th. It is the re­
port of Dr. Rendell, Medical Officer.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, with
your permission, Sir, I rise on the
question of Privilege, and would like
to call your attention to the issue of
the Daily’ Star of Friday’ last. One
article refers to the outlining of the
railroad resolutions by the Prime Min­
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ister, and the subsequent debates
thereon. This says that the resolu­
tions were fully explained and out­
lined. Now that is just what was not
done, and that was what the House
objected to. When the members ad­
dress the House on imporant nation­
al questions the ought to be fairly re­
ported, and when we are slanderous­
ly referred to and incorrectly report­
ed then we have only one remedy, and
that is to come back to this House.
and see that our correct stand is plac­
ed before the country.

I might say now Mr. Speaker, that 1
did not recommend the closing down
of the railroad, and when I am re­
ported as saying so I am deliberate­
ly and premeditatedly reported incor­
rectly. It is a deliberate attempt to
misrepresent me before the country,
and I must protest against this mali­
ciously false article. Closing down
the railroad is not my idea of the
solution of the railroad problem. The
railroad must, be operated. It is just
as necessary as the lighthouse along
the coast.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I might say that I list­
ened very attentively to the speeches
of th neon, members opposite on Fri­
day last and I know that Mr. Bennett
did not commit himself to any policy.
He made general comment, but did
not state his personal program.

At half past three of the clock a de­
putation of ex-Naval Reservists, ap­
peared at the Bar of the House, and
through their spokesman, R.M.R. Do<
herty, presented a petition praying
for the share of Prize Money, which
was claimed to be due.

MR. HIGGINS.—Has the Govern­
ment made any decision as to this
prize money?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Prize Money has not been receiv­
ed. When it is it goes to the credit
of what has been advanced or there 

will have to be a vote of $100,000 by
this legislature. Some time ago Mr.
Rogers handed us a memorandum and
asked that the reply be in writing. I
wrote him on July 2nd, which letter
I understand was published. I stated
in my reply that the matter would
be laid before the House in Ways and
Means so that there would be an op­
portunity to debate the whole thing.
There was no meeting of the Execu­
tive Council since that interview at
which the matter could be discussed.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What does it
all amount to.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am informed it will be $100,000. It has
not been received but when it is it
goes to the credit of the Militia ac­
count and if the Legislature decides
that an additional $100,000 be paid, it
will have to be voted by the House.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I must first
sympathize with the Naval men,
knowing they have come to the Bar
of this House to demand their rights.
I am so used to listening to debates
in the House and the splitting of hairs
that I want to talk plainly for a few
minutes. I am not so familiar with
the subject as Mr. Bennett but I re­
member being one of the Government
party who met the men at a banquet
in the Prince’s Rink in 1917 and at
that time a promise was made that
they would be put on the same basis
as the Canadian sailors and soldiers
or the sailors and soldiers from any
part of the Empire. It was pronounc­
ed on by all the Executive members
of the Government at the time. Speak­
ing this afternoon from the point of
one not so familiar with the matter
but from what the Acting Minister of
Militia said, I think that if there is a
dollar left they should be paid in full.
If they have only received a certain
sum and were not informed the am­
ount they are looking for to-day was
not included, when we made the pro­
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mise we did so to put them all on a
level. This is Prize Money pure
and simple and has nothing to do with
the matter. I am prepared to vote
that $100,000 for the sailors ami sol-.
diers. There is too much of this mis­
representation altogether. We are
not honest enough to one another. We
do not mean what we sa to one an­
other. We conducted the war from
1914 to 1919 and during all that period
did our best to carry it on to a suc­
cessful issue. I think we did so. No
one can find fault with the Morris or
Lloyd governments in that time. We
raised different loans and did every­
thing possible to keep up our men on
the other side of the water. Here is
the offer you handed out, on page 24
of your Manifesto. (Quotes.)

Was that correct. I throw it back
in the face of the gentlemen opposite.
That was carried out by the late Gov­
ernment. We put the sailor and sol­
dier on the same basis 18 months be­
fore the present Government came in­
to power. (Quotes manifesto.)

There’s your promise. I do not wish
to make politics out of this but I ask
you to take it up and I pledge you the
support of all on this side to vote
them the full amount. If it were
$200,000 or no matter how much, we
should vote it. They sacrificed their
health for us and it is not right to
turn them down. Mr. Bennett is here
and is familiar with the whole trans­
action and I ask him to rise and ex­
plain the matter and let us settle it
once and for all.

• MR. BENNETT.—In common with
Sir M. P. Cashin, I sympathize with.
the men of the Naval Reserve who are
compelled to come here to the Bar of
this House to exact their rights from
the Legislature of the Colony. I
would like to recall for the benefit of
the members of the House and par­
ticularly for the Hon. Prime Minister,
that in the early days of the war there 

was an invidious distipction in the pay
of the two classes of fighting men.
When the great struggle broke out the
first call came to the Navy boys; some
COO responded, rallied around the
Flag and eventually went overseas. It
was not then contemplated we would
have an army at all. At a meeting in
the C. L. B. Armoury, convened by me
the then Colonial Secretary, at the in­
stance of His Excellency Governor
Davidson, it was decided to take our
part on the land as well as on the sea.
The story as to what transpired is
familiar to all. In the Morris govern­
ment, not the National one, as the
Hon. Prime Minister said, it was re­
alized the cause was a common one
on land and sea and we believed the
men in the Army were only too willing
to see the men on the ship receive the
same pay as themselves. That feeling
we had in mind—and I remember it
as if it occurred this morning as Sir
E. P. Morris was in London an.l I was
acting Prime Minister—I called a
meeting of the Executive Council, put
the cuettion before them and asked if
they were prepared to back up that
movement Every one, I think the
present Hon. Prime Minister was the
M ntsier of Justice, agreed, and I said
I would send the proposition to the
Hon Prime Minister. Look up the
records and see his reply endorsing,
everything. A Minute of Counci’ was
made and submittco to the Govern­
ment. I well remember the concern
it gave him. Without any breieu of
confidence I may say, he said to me
coming out of St. Thomas’s Church,
“Bennett, this means Confederation as
it means the outlay of a million,' a’d
I replied, "if we. f.ot to keep out "f
Confederation at the cost of our light­
ing men, then let her go; I am pre­
pared to do so.” Next day ne sent
do’wn the Minute-of-Council, signed.
Then the trouble yas to get in touch
with the men who were on the ships 
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in the four quarters of the globe '1
let them know of the arrangement.
These were anxious moments par­
ticularly to the people at ho-ns who
were much concerned as prices
everything were going up. The sail­
ors were getting a quarter a day We
thought to let them know at once and
we asked the Home Government tc
send the notice to all in the Navy
telling them of the bringing up >f <!>•■
my. It will be a surprise to a'l in
the country to know that I had to wet
S'x months for a reply. It is one of
the dark things of the war and it may
not be known but I say it now. Their
excuse was that it would take a lot .f
work. I replied to get all the clerical
help necessary and charge it tc us
This woke them up to the fact of o-r
determination, '.hat was in 1917
When I went to Loneoi- I went to the
W ii Office. Op to then we had no •
ply. They asked for more men for the
trawlers, mine sweepers, etc., and I
said, “how can you expect Newfound­
land to do anything more for the Navy
after the way you have shamefully
treated us as to putting the notice
through the ships concerning the
pay.” It was only then the men at
the top heard that we had made the
request to raise the pay. There is a
book issued at certain periods giving
instructions to all in the Navy and
the notice was published in it. Not
alone did we have to do that but we
had to arrange how a man could get
in touch with his people if he were,
say in China. We put a notice in the
paper saying to send the application
signed by a witness. The amounts
were then growing to $600 and $700.
The notes came back signed and the
dependents got the money. Some said
to keep it till they returned and it was
duly guarded for them. The Canad­
ians were then returning and we
made arrangements for our men to
get the same pay. The matter of 

gratuity and post discharge pay came
up and we gave ours the same as the
others with a little better clothing al­
lowance. When I took up the duties
of Minister of Militia I had continu­
ous interviews with the sailors and
soldiers as to post discharge pay,
etc. I sympathized with them as we
had promised to see they would get a
square deal. I remember one large
delegation waited on me; I planned a
conference and all was arranged. That
was in 1919 and Sir M. P. Cashin was
the Premier. They were given the
same treatment as the others and
were satisfied that the best possible
was being done for them. I have said
I had experience with affairs and al­
so many heart burns. I say it right
here now that there was no man more
devoted to his duties than I as Min­
ister of Militia and I defy any man
that ever came to me to say that I
treated him with anything but respect.
As to the case of the men in 1918, the
return of the Blue Puttees, the vili­
fication I was subjected to was un­
bearable and improper. I will tell the
story now. I was accused of shirking
my duty in England. I went there as
I was asked repeatedly to do so.
There were some 5,000 of our men
there and no one to look after them
but their officers. In the War Office
I found stacks of their correspondence
waiting settlement and no one to at­
tend to it but the man in charge. I
was there every day and I was kept
busy too. There was a movement put
on foot as soon as I reached the Nar­
rows to call me back. I would not
join the Lloyd Executive because they
refused to pass the Conscription Bill.
I said, until I get the assurance that
you will keep the Regiment up to full
strength I will not go in with you.
I was over there and just to give
point to what I said of the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine not going to Washing­
ton himself, I will tell you this. While
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on the other side I met Lt.-Col. Bern­
ard, one of the finest soldiers who
ever stepped in shoe leather—and my
friend Mr. LeGrow knows it—and he
told me of the men being crowded in
their camps and of his not being able
to get an interview with the Adjutant
General about it. I said. "I will get
the interview.” I went with Lt-Col.
Bernard to the proper office and I got
the interview right off. I only men­
tion this to show what a man in an
official position can do.

That is why I say that the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries would have
had more influence in Washington
than a dozen Collishaws or Devines.
When I went over to the othei- side on
the occasion to which I have already
referred. I got leave of absence for
the Blue Puttees, a concession which
was granted to no other troops in the
British Army. When they came back
here I gave my word to the Adjutant
General that they would return but
when, in accordance with that pro­
mise. I was making arrangements to
have the men return after their leave
had expired, I was vilified for send­
ing them back in spite of the fact that
if they did not want to go they need
not do so. When the matter was un­
der discussion His Excellency the
Governor asked me what I thought
best to do under the circumstances. I
said I should like that the men could
remain at home but that I thought
duty came first and it was their duty
to go. It was ■ decided that they
should return but in the meantime in­
fluenza broke out in the barracks and
before the men could be sent back the
war was over.

So far as the Naval Reservists are
concerned I say that in the time of
tile Morris Government, the Lloyd
Government and the Cashin Govern­
ment they always had my full sup­
port and sympathy and whenever
they came to me about anything I al-.

ways did my very best to help them.
What the circumstances surrounding
the present situation are I do not
know.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
This money has been advanced to the
Reservists by the Militia on the un­
derstanding that it would be refunded
to that Department by the Imperial
Government and the amount being in
the Militia account, the accounts have
been closed on that basis. This was
done when Mr. Hickman was Minister
of Militia and the understanding was
that gratuity and prize money were
to be paid into the Militia Depart­
ment. If we pay the amount now, a
vote will have to be taken for it.

MR. BENNETT.—That is absolutely
incorrect. The arrangement was that
when the Government placed the Re­
servists on the same basis as the sol­
diers the amount which the war ser­
vice gratuity and post discharge pay
fell short of the soldiers allowance
was to be made up by our Govern­
ment. When a refund of these moneys
to the Government was spoken of
there was no mention of prize money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—My
hon. friend was not in the Govern­
ment at that time.

MR. BENNETT.—I was Colonial
Secretary at the time, and to my re­
collection there was no mention made
of prize money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The arrangement as made by Mr.
Hickman who was then Minister of
Militia.

MR. BENNETT.—If Mr. Hickman
made that he did it off his own bat.
There'was no question of prize money
so far as the Executive was concern­
ed and there is evidently a mistake
somewhere. The money these men
are looking for is Imperial money
and the Newfoundland Government
has nothing whatever to do with it. In
closing, Mr. Speaker, I wish again to 
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express my sympathy with the reserv­
ists anti to congratulate them on the
manner in which they have approach­
ed this matter and I hope that in deal­
ing with it the Government will at
least do justice to those who fought
for us.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Speaker, it is
regrettable that these men should
have to come here to the Bar of the
House and demand what is, without
question, their rights and it is all the
more so because a little diplomacy on
the part of the Government would
have averted all this trouble and de­
lay. It was decided that the New­
foundland soldiers and sailors should
be treated the same as the Canadian
Government treated their men who
served overseas. That, Sir, has not
been done, not even with regard to
the returned men of the Regiment who
asked to be placed on the same basis
as the Canadians so far as their pen­
sions and war service gratuity were
concerned. A Select Committee was
appointed to take up that matter, their
report was tabled in this House but
since then no further action has been
taken by the Government.

Now Sir, when these men were
■wanted to take their place in the
ranks there was nothing too flattering
for us to say about them; they were
lauded to the skies and all kinds of
promises were made but when they
came back the promises that were so
lavishly made were forgotten and the
little the returned men did get was
only secured by continual agitation.

These men are at the Bar of the
House to-day demanding their prize
money which justly belongs to them.
They are not asking any favor from
this Government or any other Govern­
ment, but they are asking for what is
rightfully their own. I think we all
understood long ago that Newfound­
land was prepared to pay the soldier
and sailor the same gratuities, the 

same pensions and the same allow­
ances when they were demobilized as
Canada did. Neither this Government
or anv preceding Government could
take the credit for giving the Reserv­
ists their prize money because this is
a matter left entirely in the hands of
the British Government. There was
an impression abroad that the prize
money had been received, but we are
glad to get the assurance from the
Prime Minister if, when that money,
not yet been received up to this mo­
ment. Now I would like to ask the
Prime Minister if, when that monye,
contributed by the British authorities,
comes, is he prepared to hand it over
to the Navy men or not? If you are, I
feel quite confident, if I know the
Navy men, that that assurance will
satisfy them and there will be no fur­
ther trouble. We are somewhat con­
founded with the explanation of the
Prime Minister and it would appear
to us that the money had been receiv­
ed and put to the credit of the Militia
Department. It is useless to talk that
way because no prize money was ever
paid out of the Militia Department;
the only money paid out to the Navy
men was gratuity money. But if the
Militia Department has to be reim­
bursed let us vote the required am­
ount in the House this evening and
when the money comes from the other
side hand it over to the Navy men. If
that does not satisfy the Navy men,
let us cut $150,000 out of the $1,500,000
that is to be voted to the Reids. If
million dollar propositions with plaus­
ible stories to them are brought up
here they are put through; and if the
Navy men were asking this evening
for two million dollars it would be
voted for them right away, but be­
cause the amount- they' are asking for
is a paltry $100,000 the Government
quibbles about it. Now if we are in a
position to devote $1,500,000 to carry
on the railway, surely we are in a 
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position to give that prize money
when it is received.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Speaker, I
would be glad to say a word or two in
connection with this matter and along
the lines of the previous speaker. As
Mr. Sullivan said, it seems to me also
that the deputation who waited on the
Government and who called upon the
House this afternoon , were treated
more to a discourse on who consti­
tuted the Governments within the past
few years and who didn’t and who
wrote letters and who didn’t, than any­
thing else. I think the Prime Minis­
ter must have thought he was addres­
sing the House of Assembly instead
of a simple plain crowd of men who
came here for an honest and definite
answer to an honest and definite
question. /

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
think I made my answer very clear. I
said I would submit their position and
my reply to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

MR. HIGGINS.—I must say I got
befogged myself after hearing the an­
swer of the Prime Minister, to the
petitioners. Now the petition amounts
to this. The men say that they are
entitled to a certain amount of money
which is called prize money and that
money is admittedly an allowance that
comes to them, apart altogether from
what this country gives them for war
services rendered; and they say to
the Government that if you have any
money belonging to us will you please
give it to us and if you have not yet
received it will you please pay it to us
when you do receive it. It only means
yes or no for an answer. Simply that
and no more. Now the Government
can take whichever horn of the dilem­
ma they like. The men came with a
direct request and all they want is a
direct and definite answer. So as we
may know where we are, if the House
will permit you Mr. Speaker to sus­

pend the rules so that we can pass it
unanimously, I will move the follow­
ing Resolution:

“Resolved that in the opinion of
“this House the Government of the
"country should pay the Royal Nav-
“al Reserve men the money due
"them by the Imperial authorities
“or otherwise.”
If we get. that done definitely, that

will be the first step of a concrete
nature towards getting the money for
these men. because I take it that all
honourable members on both sides of
the House will vote for this Resolu­
tion and because then if we vote for
it unanimously the Government will
not be able to say there is any party
politics in it, as all will be equally
responsible for what happens. It
must be remembered that these men
forgot all about frills and formalities
when they were fighting in the North
Sea for us and there is no good reas­
on why this House or any member of
this House should treat them to frills
and formalities this afternoon. It is
a matter of total unconcern whether
Higgins, Cashin or Bennett gets the
credit for doing this thing right, be­
cause all the Navy men are worrying
about and want to know is whether
or not the Government will hand
them over their prize money. Now
let this House say yes or no and
waste no more time about it. I think
that the principle of saying that the
Reservists have been paid as well as
the soldiers is merely dodging the
main issue and it is a very cheap posi­
tion to take. In Canada and in the
other British Dominions the Navy men
had already received their prize
money, and why did they not receive
it in Newfoundland. Now if we are
fair, in view of the statements made
by the Prime Minister before the
Election and in comipon with all the
rest of the eulogistic talk that we
have heard about the boys in blue 
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throughout the Country, it is just as
well for us to recognize that we got
to carry out these promises. I re­
spectfully present this motion with
the full knowledge that it requires the
unanimous consent of the House. I
have asked no one to second it. It
simply originates from my own desk
now. It is only done to give a
straight and honest answer to these
men and accordingly I move the Re­
solution, and, in doing so, appeal to
hon. members opposite not to stand
on technicalities.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Speaker, I beg to
second that proposition. The men who
are at the Bar of the House this after­
noon represent a class of men whom
we can never fittingly repay for what
they have done for us and I am per­
fectly in accord with everything that
has been said on their behalf here this
afternoon. We can never hope to fit­
tingly repay them, well then, at all
events, let us do what we can for
them. When they were paid their
gratuities they did not know that they
were signing away their prize money,
and, I go further and say that I do not
think that these men could have sign­
ed away their prize money, under any
circumstances, because first of all the
present Government did not know the
amount of the prize money and do not
know to-day and secondly we have the
statements from the leading men of
previous Governments. It was never
contemplated that these men should
forfeit their prize money which after
the war was to come to them. Even
supposing the position is sound that
this prize money was signed away, I
think that this country should take a
big stand on the matter and say here
men is your money. I am sick listen­
ing to flamboyant talk about the debt
of gratitude we owe to our sailors.
Now let us prove by results, and re­
sults alone count, that we are sincere
in such utterances. We have had 

enough of hot air talk about the mag­
nificent services these men have given
to Newfoundland. Let us do some­
thing in return for these services.
Therefore. I suggest that this House
concur unanimously with this Resolu­
tion so that these men can be inform­
ed before they leave the Bar of the
House whether or not it is the inten­
tion of the Government to pass along
to them their prize money after it is
received from the British Govern­
ment.

The following Resolution moved by
Mr. Higgins, and seconded by Mr. Fox,
was thereupon submitted:

RESOLVED—That in the opinion of
this House, the Government should
pay over to the members of the Royal
Naval Reserve, any Prize Money re­
ceived by the Government of New­
foundland, from the Imperial Author­
ities or otherwise.

It was moved in amendment by Hon.
the Prime Minister, and seconded by
Hon. the Minister of Justice.

RESOLVED: That all the words aft­
er “Resolved That”, be stricken out,
and the following substituted therefor.

“The Petition be referred to a Com­
mittee of five Members of the House
to meet a Committee of the Royal Na­
val Reservists, the Chief Staff Office?
President of the Great War Veterans
Association, to consider the subject
ma-ter of the ePtition and report to
the House.

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Speaker, the
Prime Minister has indicated already
by this amendment that he has no in­
tention of meeting this issue fairly and
squarely, nor of dealing with the re­
quest of these men in the only manner
in which it should be dealt with. The
worst of it is, Mr. Speaker, the Minis­
ter of Justice gets up and seconds an
amendment which is no amendment at
all. I want to place on record as an
opinion—and^surely God we want
some opinion; it is hopeless to expect
it from the other side—that this like 
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everything else that has come before
the House will be treated as a party
measure or a matter for a strictly par­
ty vote, but it must be remembered
that this is a petition to the House of
Assembly and not to the Government;
it is a petition asking this House to
put the necessary machinery in the
hands of the Government to enable
them to carry out the wishes or de­
mands of these men if it is found by
the House that such demands are just
and right. If they ought not to get it
then why not get up and say so. Per­
sonally, I think they should and I
have too much respect for the petition
ers to vote for this amendment. I am
not unmindful of the fact that if this
demand is acceded to, similar demands
might come from the soldiers, but that
is no reason why this should be turn­
ed down. The Government should not
fall down on their duty because they
think they see the devil in the distance
The country is where it is to-day be­
cause of this very policy of waiting
and seeing. These men are here to­
day because the Government refuses
to take a straightforward course; they
say there was no understanding that
they" should forfeit their prize money,
and even if there was such an under­
standing surely no government or no
country that is worth sending these
men to fight for should think of ask­
ing them now to relinquish what is
manifestly their right. You talk of
their having signed this paper or that.
V/hy God bless my soul, if I had a
wife and two or three children in want
I would sign anything to get them food
We talk about cheese pairing, and we
say to the Naval Reservists “look at
your contract,” but what of all the
other contracts that have been ignored
and forgotten. This matter should not
be relegated t'o a select committee.
Taking everything you say for grant­
ed, what can a select committee do? If
we think it right and proper that Can­
ada can pay Jier men according to the
promises made to them and that we 

should fall down on our promise to
those who went out from this coun­
try, let us go vote for the amendment,
but if on the other hand, we find that
they should get this money, then I
would point out to the gentlemen on
the other side that to this House of As­
sembly and nt to the Government be­
longs tho responsibility, and that in
this matter they are not bound by
party affiliations. I go further now,
and I say that if this amendment be
carried by a party vote as it is, you
will never hear of the petition again.
That is my prediction, gentlemen. I
oppose the amendment on the ground
that the matter ought to be dealt with
by this Assembly to-night. You have
no right morally or legally to with­
hold this money and if the paying of
it means an added trouble to the al­
ready long list before you, it is but the
penalty of government, but if the
Prime Minister wishes to merit the
respect of the whole country he will
give these men what they ask. The
Prime Minister evidently wants to do
one of two things;.he either wishes to
side-track the thing altogether or he
does not want to fall in line with a
suggestion coining from this side of
the House. I can hardly conceive of his
wanting to side-track it, and I would
like to point out to him that no mat­
ter what side the motion comes the
thing is right and this is not a matter
I see amongst those outside the Bar
of politics. Indeed many of the faces
to-night will perhaps never vote for
me. This is not a time to talk like
professors; a number of men come in
here and demand their rights and
amongst them ate many blunt, honest
Baymen and you honest Baymen on
the other side, if you want to retain
the respect and confidence of those
who sent you here and to whom you
will have to return and give an ac
count of your stewardship, I say if you
want to merit the respect of your fel­
low countrymen, you will act the part
of men and vote against this amend- 
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menO Now you F. p. U. members,
friends of the underdogs and the down­
trodden what are you going to do
about it? We can vote $1,500,000 for
a railroad and we cannot vote $100,000
to pay these men. Some of my friends
opposite say that the soldiers should
be considered. Yes, consider them all.
It is only putting on the deck-load be­
fore we go into Confederation, al­
though the Prime Minister told me he
was an anti-Confederate.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—Yes,
I am an Anti-Confederate.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I wonder does
my friend Mr. Coaker say he is an
Anti-Confederate.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Yes, I am one.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—No you are
not, because the railroad means Con­
federation I make this statement to­
night, and you know Mr. Coaker I be­
came a prophet on the fish regulations
—that just as sure as chickens come
home to roost that the whole intention
of this railway muddle means Confed­
eration. Cannot you members on the
Government side do the right thing for
these men who did so much for us.
This amendment on the part of the
Government is only camouflage. It is
like the ships were painted with when
the war was on, and meant to deceive
somebody. Now these men at the Bar
of the House are waiting for an an­
swer from us. I say the member who
votes for the amendment and keeps
that $100,000 from these men was nev­
er a friend of the sailor who kept us
here. But for them and their noble
service we would not be here to-night.
Instead Kaiser William would be
here telling us our jobs. I appeal to
the Prime Minister and the rest of the
Government members here to-night not
to turn down the request of these he­
roic men. Never mind party politics. It
is not a vite of want of confidence in
the Government as far as the Opposi­
tion is concerned. We must also re­
member that the democratic age has 

come round when capital and labour
must work hand in hand. If capital
and labour wants to get on they both
must work hand in hand, otherwise the
beginning of the end is come. Now If
the Government is going to vote down
this Resolution of Mr. Higgins to-night
they will go down in history as the
greatest crowd of incapables that ev­
er sat in this House.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—Mr.
Speaker, I well remember that the
question of Prize Money and Gratuities
was before the various late adminis­
trations. In the Morris Administra­
tion during which I was Colonial Sec­
retary the position was arrived at
when the members of the Naval Re­
serve in Newfoundland would be plac­
ed on the same basis as the soldier.
1 well remember the matter as in con­
nection therewith there was a case
where a brother was serving in the
authorities, while another bro­
ther serving in the Nefoundland
Reserve was being paid one dollar and
ten per day. The man in the Royal
Navy was being paid much less and
then the dependents of these brothers
claimed they were not getting as much
from the Imperial authorities as they
were from the Newfoundland Govern­
ment. The Newfoundland Government
had no jurisdiction over a Newfound
lander serving in the Royal Navy just
as it had no jurisdiction over a New­
foundlander serving in a British Regi­
ment. The Newfoundland Government
decided however, that the two men
should so far as humanely possible be
placed in the same position, and I re­
member there were applications made
to the Imperial authorities for ac­
counts etc., and they replied that it
would be very difficult to get accurate
figures, and that they would not dif­
ferentiate in any respect. The New­
foundland Government levelled up the
pay. That was if I remember rightly
in the autumn of 1917. That was the
time when the matter was definitely de
cided upon. I was Colonial Secretary 
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with the Morris Administration. Sir
Edward Morris was in England and
Sir Wm. Lloyd was the Acting Prem­
ier. Mr. Bennett, Sir Michael Cashin
and Sir John Crosbie were members
of the executive the time. It had been
previously discussed, but at that time
it was decided upon. The Govern­
ment then changed hands, and I retir­
ed from the position of Colonial Sec­
retary, and I severed my connection
with the Lloyd Administration. Mr.
Ilalfyard then became Colonial Sec­
retary and Mr. Hickman became Min­
ister of Militia. While he was Minis­
ter of Militia the whole question of
War Service Gratuity and Prize Mo­
ney was brought before a committee
of council. Mr. Bennett was not then
a member of the Council. Dr. Lloyd
became Prime Minister. That was af­
ter Mr. Bennett retired from the de­
partment of Militia. I presume that
1919. The question arose as to war
service gratuity paid to the Great War
Veterans and the members of the Roy­
al Naval Reserve, and it was pointed
out to the government of the day that
a member in the Army was receiving
War Service Gratuity, and that his
brother in arms in the Navy was not
1 eceiving it. Mr. Hickman brought the
matter before the committee of coun­
cil and he wrote a letter to the Great
War Veterans saying that the Govern­
ment would put the naval man on the
same basis as the soldier. The Govern
ment would take the War Service Gra­
tuity which amounted to about one
hundred dollars and the Prize Money
amounting to about forty dollars, and
add on out of the public fund the
amount that would be necessary to
bring the total payment to the mem­
bers of tne Royal Naval Reserve to the
same as was being paid the members
of the Newfoundland Regiment. That
was made clear at the time and this
is the form which was prepared by Mr
Hickman and which was submitted for
signature, (reads). Thus at the time
when this Gratuity was advanced at 

the time the policy of the Government
of that day was the same as that of
the previous administration and the
decision was that the members of the
Royal Naval Reserve should be put on
the same basis as the soldier and what
ever was short in the Imperial pay
would be made up by the Newfound­
land Government, the total amount
made up by the Newfoundland Gov­
ernment was $1,775,000. Ju other
words, the Newfoundland Government
provided $1,775,000 out of the public
funds so that the status of the Naval
man should be the same as the soldier.
The arrangement made by Mr. Hick
man clear and explicit. The Govern­
ment made an advauce of the amount
short and received the Prize Money
and the War Service Gratuity when it
came along far the advance the de­
partment of Militia made. The Prize
money has not yet been reee’vad and
‘be money advan'ed has not b'"'u re
funded and the accounts are over­
drawn at the present time. Prize mo­
ney was not altogether as has 1 een
explained, as Mr. Fox and Higgins
well know. Under the present arrange
ment Prize Money was net exactly
connected with the capture of a prize.
It is merely a lump sum for qualified
service. Any one who contributed to
the capture either by hfs presence or
his actual assistance received it. The
whole sum is divided up among all
irrespective of the particular captures
and the maximum amount paid twelve
pounds ten. Now so far as the pay­
ment of the Prize Money is concerned
that is the entire situation. I was
handed the memo I just read, and it Is
signed at the time the advance was
made to the particular person. When
the Gratuity was paid at the depart­
ment or forwarded this was submitted
ifor signature.

MR. WALSH—Mr. Speaker. I think
the government are cute enough to see
the handwriting on the wall and after
having spent their thousands in cam­
paigning during the last election con­
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test, they are now hastening to get it
back with good interest. It might be
all very well for men like the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries or Dr. Barnes
who when he was on this side of the
House on a previous occasion did not
have the opportunity of getting five
thousand dollars a year, it Is all very
well I say for these men and the oth­
ers in the Executive who are drawing
fat salaries to keep silent, but it is not
so with the private members of the
party who when they appealed to the
people promised all sorts of things and
said that when elected they would get
big jobs and from that time on their
constituents would want for nothing.
They know the story and now they
should at least show their indepen­
dence. It is not as has been said, a
matter for the Government but for the
House of Assembly and therefore you
will not be responsible for giving
these men the money they ask for, and
which is rightly their’s. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion of
Mr. Higgins, and I intend to vote for
it

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I think
that it you are honest and fair men
you will withdraw that amendment to
the resolution before the chair, with­
draw it and in the next two minutes
answer the request of the men at the
Bar of the House and let them go
home. We have had enough of this
hair-splitting business. I ask you to
vote this amount to the Naval Reser­
vists unanimously and withdraw the
amendment. We have had enough of
debate on this question.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER—
With respect to the question before
the House I move that the Committee
be appointed to look into the facts,
the particular facts which the men at
the Bar have spoken of, principally
the signing of the memo which they al­
lege they knew nothing about. There
is another point raised by my friends
at the Bar and one of much greater
magnitude than Prize Money, and that 

is that the Naval Reservists claim
they should receive the same gratuity
from the Newfoundland Government
as the soldiers received apart from
payment by the Imperial authorities. I
am not quite sure whether my friends
meant it in that sense or not. That
involves a greater sum than Prize Mo­
ney. The arrangement as originally
made was that the soldier was on the
same basis as the sailor and the sail­
or on the same basis as the soldier. If
you get the Imperial War Service Gra­
tuity as well as the same payment by
the Newfoundland Government as
made to the soldier, that is all togeth­
er different from what the Government
understood. If the Government is com­
pelled to give an answer to-night the
answer must be “No.” To avoid that
and to provide an opportunity of con-
sideiing the matter, I move for the
appointment of this select committee
to go, into the facts which the gentle­
men at the Bar allege. You allege you
did not comprehend the substance ot
the memo you all signed and that you
understood you were entitled to Prize
Money from the Imperial authorities
over and above the amount you re­
ceived from the Newfoundland Govern­
ment to put you on the same basis as
the soldier. I therefore move that this
committee be appointed to better hand­
le the situation. But if the answer is
forced to-night then the answer is in
the negative. I am not in any way ig­
noring their request. They say they
were called upon to sign a complicat
ed paper, and I take their word for it.
I may have seen a copy of it, but I
have not seen any of the original pa­
pers short of the memo, which was
tabled this afternoon. And that is copy
of the memo which was signed by all
those receiving payment. It is a reas­
onable position for my friends to take
when they sincerely tell us they did
not understand that Prize Money was
included in the scope of the memo
they signed. It is the intention of the
Government to refer the -matter to a
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Select Committee consisting of three
members of the Government, and two
from the Opposition, and that commit­
tee will to-morrow look into the mat­
ter and make a report to the House.
That goes to the point of securing to
the men at the Bar perhaps a more
favourable answer than if we have to
go to the vote now. Usually the
House acts upon the report of such
committees. It is the usual proce­
dure that three of the committee be
Government members and two from
the Opposition, and it is only under
rare circumstances that the report is
not recognised.

MR. HIGGINS—Why not reverse the
procedure now and appoint three from
the Opposition, and two from the Gov­
ernment?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I am quite satisfied.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—With regard to the
signing of this memo, for payment by
the Government here I had no idea
as to this misunderstanding as to
Prize Money. Now if you misunder­
stood about the conditions of the ar­
rangement in the letter of Mr. Hick­
man, this ought to be investigated and
find out all about it and I for one will
not deprive you of your Prize Money
if you misunderstood all about the
signing of that paper. I will do my
best to see you get fair play and the
same treatment as any other person.
'Some time ago when I was on the
■other side of the House I did my best
to secure your interests and merely
because 1 pleaded from the Opposi­
tion side of the House they said it'
would be better to let it slide until
later on but we have not lost our in­
terest in the Naval Reservists and if
you feel you signed that paper not
knowing what it meant and it did not
appear to you that you were giving
your right to Prize Money away then
I will do my best to see that you get
it. So that is the reason my friends 

that a select committee will deal with
the matter and if it is shown that you
were not clear about this paper and
you were not treated fairly then your
Prize Money will be all right. From
my point if the facts are correct that.
you did not understand this paper you
signed, then so far as I am concern­
ed you will get your Prize Money.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Great War Veterans appointed a
committee of Great War Veterans and
Royal Naval Reservists and met the
Government in 1918. That committee
waited upon the Government and had
interviews with the then Minister of
Militia, Mr. Hickman, and the matter
came before the executive Govern­
ment and then there were some subse­
quent interviews with Mr. Hickman
who wrote this letter and made it
clear what was meant. This was
drawn up in the presence of the com­
mittee and now the position arises
that a complicated memo, was signed
and if there was any such memo, it is
down at the Militia department. I
can lay a copy of it on the table of
the House.

MR. HIGGINS.—I address those at
the Bar as my friends and I address
them in that personal sense because
the idea is that the expression of their
views comes from this side of the
House and upon us devolves the task
of explaining to the House the diffi­
culty of those at the Bar. The ques­
tion they ask is should the Royal
Naval Reservists have been asked to
sign this gratuity paper and if the
Prime Minister will tax his memory
he will remember the identical paper.
I have written hundreds of them and
that is a fact away from ■which you
cannot yet. You have heard their
views this afternoon and I go further
and say and even if they questioned
what they signed why should we not
vote for this amount? This is no time
for sharp practice and we are aware 
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of the bonafldes of these men. We
on this side are not particular how
the committee is constituted but th0
report of that committee is always
adopted by the House. That is the
first statement of the Prime Minister.
He also said that it is the usual prac­
tice of the House to appoint three
members from the Government and
two from the Opposition and then fol­
lowed on with a third statement in
answer to my question that three may
be appointed from the Opposition and
two from the Government and now I
say vote for the original motion now
because the Opposition is going to
vote for it. That is only logical and
common sense. The three from this
side are going to vote for this Prize
Money without any hesitation. Why
protract the agony. Get up and be
straight, fair and manly and tell the
men they will get their Prize Money.
Now if you are honest you will accept
the decision of the committee and act
on it but I can tell you unless you
hypnotise the three members to be
appointed from this side the three will
rule being a majority and the Prize
Money will be theirs. If you like now
appoint Sir Michael Cashin, Sir John
Crosbie and Mr. Bennett and Mr.
Scammell and Mr. Samson and I think
the whole five will say give them
their Prize Money. It is very seldom
I ask a favour. Just give me this
favour. I brought in the motion and
do not get uneasy because the leader
of the House did not do so but let us
get this thing settled right aay and
let the men go back to their homes
knowing that their Prize Money will
be paid them. I am going to take the
liberty to tell you that the members
of the Opposition are going to vote
that these men get their Prize Money
so that being the case and three of the
five of the committee coming from this 

side of the House we can hand in the
report now and accept it and let us
close this whole matter. We have
heard enough about one flag and one
fleet now let us have one common idea
and let those men have their Prize
Money and let you haul back that
amendment and we will withdraw the
motion.

MR. FOX.—I ask the Prime Minister
to accede to the request-

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
the decision has to be given tq-night
the answer is in the negative. If the
select committee is appointed there
will be a full enquiry and report into
the matter.

MR. FOX.—You will defer the re­
port for weeks.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—It
will be in very soon.

MR. FOX.—There is no necessity
to have an investigation and you are
not treating these men in the manner
they should be. The decision ought
to be now.

On the motion "that the words left
out. stand part, of the question,” there
appeared in its favor: Sir M. P. Cash­
in, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Bennett, Mr.
Fox, Mr. Vinnicombe, Mr. Moore, Dr.
Jones, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, Mr.
Sullivan, Mr. Macdonnell, Mr. Lewis,
Mr. Archibald (14).

And against it, Hons. Prime. Minis­
ter, Minister of Justice, Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, Minister of
Posts, Minister of Education, Mr.
Foote, Minister of Public Works, Min­
ister of Shipping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Hibbs, Mr.
Scammell, Mr. Targett, Mr. Guppy,
Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson (17).

So it passed in the negative.
Whereupon the amendment was put,

and there appeared in its favor: Hons.
Prime Minister, Minister of Justice,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Min-
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ister of Posts, Minister of Education,
Hon. Mr. Foote, Minister of Public
Works, Minister of Shipping, Mr. Le-
Grow, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr.
Hibbs. Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett, Mr.
Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson (17).

And against it, Sir M. P. Cashin,
Sir J. C Crosbie, Mr. Bennett, Mr.
Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinnicombe,
Mr. Moore, Dr. Jones, Mr. Walsh, Mr.
Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. MacDonnell,
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Archibald (14).

So it passed in the affirmative and
was ordered accordingly.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Question.
And it being past midnight,

TUESDAY, July 12th.
Mr. Speaker appointed the following

Select Committee to consider the
petition of the ex-Royal Naval Re­
servists:

Mr. Cave, Mr. Jones, Mr. Higgins,
Mr. Fox, Mr. Sullivan.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
this afternoon at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, July 14th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed, and on motion of Hon. the Prime
Minister, the Bill entitled “An Act
Respecting the Exploration of Tim­
ber” was introduced and read a first
time and it was ordered that it be
read a second time on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister what steps, if any, are
being taken by the Government with
a view to securing greater facilities in
the way of wireless telegraphy than
at present exist in this Colony and is 

it the intention of the Government to
complete a contract entered last year
with the Marconi Company and if not,
why not.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the Government has
yet taken any steps to appoint a Muni­
cipal Commission for St. John’s and if
so, who have been appointed, and if
not what is the cause of the delay.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, if
in a list of Fish Inspectors recently
furnished the House, in which the
name of Jas. Carroll appears, this per­
son is really Jas. Carroll or is he
Earnest Jas. Carroll, of Bonavista, an
employee of the F. P. U. Trading Com­
pany, and if in the latter case was the
said Earnest Jas. Carroll employed' to
inspect fish of the Trading Co., and if
so what quantity of fish did he in­
spect, in what cargoes was this fish
included for shipment and is it con­
sidered proper that an employee of
the Trading Co. should have been in­
specting fish belonging to that or­
ganization.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
Mr. D. Jas. Davies, who was sent to
Canada to represent this Colony on a
Fishery Conference, has yet made any
report, and if so to lay a copy of the
same on the Table of the House. If
not, when will he report and what is
the cause of the delay. Also if Mr.
Davies, while in Canada took up with
the Canadian authorities the question
of the proposed abandonment of cer­
tain lighthouses and signal stations
at present maintained by the Canadian
authorities on Newfoundland coast,
if not has the Department taken any
steps on its own account, and if so,
will he lay on the Table of the House
copy of the same.

SIR M.P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the'
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, if it is correct that recently a
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Surveyor wag sent from St. John’s to
St. George’s to measure a few thou­
sand cords of pulp wood at Port au
Port while there were duly appointed
surveyors of lumber on the section,
one of whom is a returned soldier; if
this returned soldier applied for this
work, and if so why it was not given
him; and under the circumstances,
what value is to be placed on the
Premier’s statement of his intention
to protect the interests of the return­
ed men.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Public Works if Mr. W. H.
Rennie is employed in the General
Hospital in any capacity, and if so
what salary is he being paid, and what
provision is being made for its pay­
ment.

DR. JONES asked Hon. the Colonial
Secretary, if any appointment has
been made to the position of Port
Physician cr Quarantine Physician for
St. John’s, and if not, who is now per­
forming the duties of same, and at
what salary and when will a perman­
ent appointment be made.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider certain resolu­
tions respecting the Operation of the
Nfld. Railway.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Speaker,

the predicament in which the country
finds itself at the present time in re­
gard to the Railway is certainly a
deplorable one, but it is only what
might have been expected from a
Government which, like this one, had
shown itself to be utterly incapable
of dealing with any question that has
come before it.

Just a year ago, on July 9th, the

Premier brought this Railway ques­
tion before the House in a speech
which I propose to review somewhat
exhaustively. It is published with
large headlines In his personal organ
and its tone is best llusfrated by the
headline which decorated the speech
and which was as follows:

"PREMIER SQUIRES HAMMERS
"REID COMPANY UNMERCIFUL­
LY FOR PRESENT WRETCHED
“CONDITION OF THE RAILWAY.”
The next headline said:

"IN MOVING THAT THE HOUSE
“GRANT THE COMPANY A LOAN
“OF ONE MILLION DOLLARS, HE
“SHOWS THE CORPORATION IS IN
“SUCH CONDITION THAT IT CAN-
“NOT RAISE THE FUNDS NECES­
SARY FOR RAILROAD IMPROVE­
MENT ABROAD AND VOICES
"THE GOVERNMENT’S DISSATIS­
FACTION WITH THE PRESENT
“MANAGEMENT OF THE COM­
PANY.”
Then another headline declared

that:
“THE COMPANY COULD BE

“PUSHED TO THE WALL BUT
“THIS WOULD BRING NO BENE­
FIT TO THE PUBLIC.”
And yet another described the pur­

poses of the money as follows:
"THIS MILLION DOLLARS IS

“TO BE SPENT ON STRENGTH-
“ENING OF THE RAILS AND ON
“THE PURCHASE OF NEW EN-
“GINES, BOX CARS, AND
“FREIGHT CARS, WITH PROVIS­
ION ALSO MADE FOR BIGGER
“AND BETTER FREIGHT FACILI-
“TIES AT PORT AUX BASQUES
“AND AT ST. JOHN’S.”
Yet another headline showed how

this money was to be spent as fol­
lows :

“A COMMISSION OF SEVEN,
’ “MAJORITY MEMBERSHIP OR
“WHICH WOULD BE NOMINATED
“BY THE GOVERNMENT, WILL
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"WATCH THE EXPENDITURE OF
"THE MILLION DOLLARS.—GOV­
ERNMENT TO IMPORT CAPABLE
"RAILWAY ENGINEER TO SUP­
ERVISE WORK OF REPAIRS.—
“REIDS TO REPAY THE MIL-
“LION WHEN THE TERMS OF
"THEIR PRESENT CONTRACT
"HAS EXPIRED.—THE AMOUNT
"TO BE DEDUCTED FROM THE
“MONEY OWED THE REID COM­
EANY UNDER THE CONTRACT.—
"THE REIDS MUST PAY THE
“COUNTRY INTEREST FOR THE
“WHOLE PERIOD DURING WHICH
"THE MILLION IS UNPAID.”
These are the headlines which in­

troduced a speech from which I pro­
pose to take a few extracts. The Pre­
mier opened his remarks by announc­
ing that "he was moving these Reso­
lutions with great reluctance, not
only because the Company under
their contract with the Government
were bound to maintain the Railway
in operation, but because of its par­
tisan record in this country and es­
pecially during the recent general and
bye-elections, which clearly demon­
strated that the class of men at the
head of the Corporation were unwor­
thy of any special consideration from
this country.” His next declaration
was “that the Reid Newfoundland
Company .have confessed their inabil­
ity efficiently to operate the road.
They are not in a financial position to
make the necessary improvements to
carry on the operation of the road this
summer and prepare for the operation
of it the approaching winter. He had
a memorandum which he would read,
from the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany, or rather that portion of that
Company which is under the manage­
ment of H. D. Reid, the Bank of Mon­
treal, and the Royal Trust Company,
who represent the majority of the
shareholders of the Corporation. He
would not guarantee the accuracy ot
it nor of any portion of it as he could 

not rely on any statement emanating
from the management of the Reid
Company at present.”

Then he proceeded to read a mem­
orandum dated June '30th, 1920, in
which the Directorate of the Reid
Company explained its position, show?
ed its losses, indicated how these
losses had been met, and quoted mass­
es of figuies in relation to the mat­
ter.

After ne had read this memorandum
the Premier went on as follows: “He
emphatically asserted that he did not
agree with a great part of it. He had
reason to believe that much of it was
not correct and that it was question­
able if the financial statements in it
could be verified. It was patent that
it had been prepared by the Company’s
solicitor and constructed to make a
good case for the Company.”

Then we find this gem; I would ask
you, sir, and the House to read it
carefully: "He said, taking up his
Manifesto, most of which the Leader
of the Opposition had already done
him the honor to read to the House
and have embodied in the Hansard,
with which he (the Premier) had no
complaint, he read the section which
dealt with the railway and outlined
the policy of his party thereanent. He
confirmed every observation which he
had made in that Manifesto and saw
nothing during the past six or eight
months to change his opinion.”

I will now proceed, Mr. Speaker, to
read again the Premier’s statement of
his railway policy as embodied in his
Manifesto, which I think will be of in­
terest to this House and the country,
and will afford them food for thought
to an extent that the Premier did not
realize when he made this utterance
a year ago. It would be amusing for
the country but for the seriousness of
what underlies it, namely, the fact
that every man, woman, and child in
Newfoundland Is being bled white and
taxed to the bone to pay the bill for 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 887

the Premier’s blundering and incapac­
ity.

Here is a declaration by the Pre­
mier that his policy, in effect, is to
make the Reids carry out their con­
tract. That was his policy in his
Manifesto and a year ago, eight
months after he took office, he de­
clared it was still his policy and still
the policy of the Government. He
said, to put it in a few words, that
the Reids were defaulting on their ob­
ligations, that they were failing to
carry out their contract as they might
carry it out, and that he and his sup­
porters proposed to force them to do
so.

Now, then, we will proceed with a
review of the Premier’s speech. He
next turned to the condition of the
road during the winter of 1919-20. He
said: “Last winter the road utterly
collapsed. As a result of that col­
lapse the trade and industries of the
country suffered to an incalculable ex­
tent, the loss to business firms and
small traders throughout the country
was very heavy, but what cared the
Heid Company or those upon whom
the duty of operating the road rested?
Throughout the whole of the winter
not one of the Reids, whose duty it
was to direct the affairs of the Com­
pany in the operation of the road, was
in the country, and there was no cap­
able and experienced official to as­
sume the responsibility and see that
the country and its people received in
some measure the service for which
they paid very handsomely. The re­
sponsible officials of the Company,
the Reid brothers, were globe trotting
and enjoying themselves in Southern
climes, and not allowing their round
of pleasure to be disturbed by even
telegraphic reports of their broken
down railway system in frosty New­
foundland. If they cared ought for
the interests of the Corporation or
desired to render this country a fair
and just return for all it had given 

them, one at least of the Reids would
have foregone the winter’s sojourn in
a warm climate and remained at their
post.”

I propose here, Mr. Speaker, to give
a little attention to this paragraph,
because every line in it, almost every
word in it, is an indictment of the
Premier and his colleagues. Let. us

-go back and analyse it. He says that
last winter, 1919-20, the road utterly
collapsed. Well, I believe the truth is
that the chief cause of the collapse of
the road that winter was the inability
of the Reids to obtain coals from the
Sydney mines, because of the shortage
of this article there owing to strikes
and other causes. But if the road
collapsed last winter under Reid man­
agement, did it not equally collapse
the past winter under Commission
management, because that is realiy
what it meant. Were there not weeks
the past winter when no-trains ran,
and did we not have a report tabled
here a few days ago by the Chairman
of the Commission, Mr. Coaker, and
the Secretary of the Commission, Mr.
Hall, the Government Engineer, testi­
fying that it cost the Colony $153,000
for snow fighting the past winter to
keep the road open, and really was it
not kept open merely because Mr. Col-
lishaw, the man who owns the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries, wanted
to get a few carloads of pulp wood
from St. George’s to Grand Falls, and
the whole of this enormous amount of
money was spent to enable the trains
to go through to haul his logs. Then
we have the charge that the previous
winter not one of the Reids was in
the country to direct the operation of
the road, and moreover that during
that winter “there was no capable and
experienced official to assume the re­
sponsibility and see that the country
and its people received in some mea­
sure the service for which they paid
very handsomely.” Well, what was
the position the past winter? The rail­
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road was under Commission manage­
ment and the Chairman of the Com­
mission was the Hon. Mr. Coaker, Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, or
“that man Coaker” as I described him
before only to meet rebuke at your
hands, Mr. Speaker. Where was Mr.
Coaker last winter? He was enjoying
himself on the Continent of Europe.
He left here at New Year and did not
return until after this House met in
April, and who was his companion
during much of the time he was in
Europe? Who, but Mr. H. D. Reid, the
President of the Reid Company, a fel­
low Commissioner, and the man
against whom the Premier’s bitterest
jibes were directed a year ago. Mr.
Reid was again globe trotting the past
winter, globe trotting with Mr. Coak­
er, and the Premier made no protest
against their doing so, certainly no
protest that the House or the coun­
try is aware of. But, I ask, why
should not these gentlemen be globe
trotting during January, February,
March and April, when the Premier
himself was globe trotting during
August, September, October, Novem­
ber, and December, and only return­
ed in time to shake hands with Mr.
Coaker—if they did shake hands—be­
fore Mr Coaker left to have his little
picnic. It is certainly amusing now,
in the light of this speech of the Pre­
mier’s denouncing globe trotters, to
think of his own record in that respest
last year, when, during the months
that our fish catch was being harvest­
ed and made ready for sale, he was
absent from this Colony and allowing
Mr. Coaker to put in force Regulations
which destroyed the whole commercial
machinery of the Island. Talk about
the losses, talk about the collapse ot
trade and industry, the losses to busi­
ness firms through the non-operation
of the railroad by the Reids the previ­
ous winter. Bad as that was, what
was it compared to the loss and de­
struction brought upon the same peo­

ple a few months later by the Coaker
fishery policy enforced in its extrem-
est form, with the Premier out of the
country and nobody to offer a word of
protest against the crazy and out­
rageous Regulations enforced by the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

So much for the globe trotters. Mr.
Coaker was globe trotting, Mr. H. D.
Reid was globe trotting, Mr. R. G.
Reid was also globe trotting, and who
was running the railway? The same
people were running it as ran it the
year before, with the exception of Mr.
T. A. Hall, the Government Engineer,
as one of the Commissioners, and all
I have to say is that if Mr. Hall ran
the railroad the last winter any bet­
ter than it was run the winter before,
then the proper thing for the coun­
try to do is to take the railroad away
from the Reids and put it in charge
of Mr. Hall, but if that is not the posi­
tion, then in Heaven’s name I ask
what is the position. How was the
railroad run any better last winter
than the winter before, except that it
was operated for a somewhat longer
period, but $150,000 of our money was
taken in order to operate it, and it was
operated wholly and solely to enable

■Mr. Collishaw to get his logs across
the Topsails during the winter. I
challenge truthful contradiction of
this statement, and I support it with
the charge that Mr. Collishaw’s auth­
ority and control of the railroad and
public matters here the past winter
was so great that when he went
across country to look after his busi­
ness affairs at St. George’s, the Kyle
was diverted from her regular route,
between St. John’s and North Sydney,
to take him aboard at Port aux Bas-
gue to bring him across to Sydney’.

So much, then, for this brutal at­
tack on the Reids. I say nothing as
to whether it was justified or not, as
to whether the Reids deserved this. I
merely make the argument that the
man who denounced the Reids for leav
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Ing the country in winter and tor fail­
ing to operate the railroad efficiently,
should himself have taken some meas­
ures to see that there was efficient,
capable, and economical administra­
tion of the Railway the year that he
was in charge. I leave it to the House
and the country to say whether the
operation of the railroad the past win­
ter was any better than it was the
year before, and whether the country
got any more returns for the $1,550,000
which Mr. Hall estimates the Colony
will have to pay for operating the rail
road the past twelve months, than it
got for the $1,400,000 which the Reids
lost on operating it the previous year.
I turn now to another statement in
this single paragraph in which the
Premier describes the railway service
as beng one ‘for which the Reids were
paid very handsomely.” This sounds
like a ghastly joke to-day, this state­
ment that the Reids were paid very
handsomely for operating the railroad,
when we know that the Reids claim
they have lost $6,000,000 of their own
money, and are in debt to the Bank of
Montreal one and a quarter millions
.more in operating the railroad the
past nineteen years, and that such bus
iness and legal wizards as the Premier
and Mr. Coaker, who were going to
make right all the wrongs the Reids
to run the railway, have to confess
did. and going to show the Reids hod
now that the result of their own op­
eration of the road for the past 12
years was to sink a million and a half
dollars of the country’s money in it,
although the whole burden of their
song was that the Reids were incap­
able and that as soon as they, Messrs.
Squires, Coaker and Co., got control of
j.he road, they would show them a
very different condition of affairs.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we go on to the
next paragraph in the Premier’s
speech, which is equally instructive.
.The Premier said "the question to con­
sider was whether the road should
continue to be operated or not.” Ac­

cording >to the written statement of
the Reid Company which he had just
read, the Company have reached the
Jimit of their resources and almost
■their inability to discharge their obli-
'gations to this country. They have
confessed their utter failure to make
good. It is indeed a pitiable admission
of failure in big undertakings. The
job is evidently too big for the men di­
recting it It is useless for us to waste
valuable time haggling with these
men; the country’s transportation in­
terests and requirements are too vital
just now to jeopardize In any manner,
and we must ignore the cause of the
collapse of the railway system and ad­
dress ourselves to its remedy as far as
lies within the power of the Dominion
to remedy it.

I now invite you to give a little
study to this paragraph. Here is an­
other bitter brutal attack on the Reid
Company, and it is supplemented by
the paragraph which follows in which
the Premier expresses the opinion
that: "We ought to make about fifty
per cent, deduction from the statement
of expenses which the Reid Company
has supplied us by allowing for pad­
ding and amounts which in all prob­
ability should be charged to other en­
terprises entirely foreign to the main­
tenance and operation of the Railway
system."

According to this the Reid Company
which claimed that the previous year
it lost $716,000 and which for the year
ending on June 30th we now know it
claims to have lost $1,400,000, really
only lost about half these amounts, and
dishonestly and fraudulently present­
ed statements which included a lot of
money lost on other ventures. If thin
were true, what is the position to-day,
and how does the Premier’s own ma­
chinery show up as compared with the
Reids. The statement of the Govern­
ment Engineer and Mr. Coaker tabled
here a few days ago, estimates the
loss on operating the railway system 
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for the twelve months that ended last
week, at $1,550,000, and we must con­
clude that every cent of this was spent
on operating the system, because the
Government had their own auditor in
the head office in the West End, and
we may be sure that he refused to in­
clude in the statement of expenses any
sums which should not have been prop
crly placed there, and the Premier,
whose own administration is respon­
sible for this enormous loss of <i mil­
lion and a half dollars the past year,
is the very man who told us twelve
months ago that the Reids were not
big enough for the job, when they lost,
according to him, only about half that
amount, and when he invited thie
House and this country to put himself
and Mr. Coaker and the rest of the
wonderful geniuses across the floor in
charge of the railroad, so that they
could show how much better than the
Reids they were able to run the rail­
way. He told us then that the inten­
tion of the Government was to take
measures to remedy the condition of
the railway, that it was useless for
us to waste valuable time haggling
•with the Reids, but he was prepared
to haggle with them to the extent ox
allowing them minority representation
on a Commission to expend for cer­
tain specific purposes the million dol­
lars that he asked this House to vote
as a Loan just a year ago. His plan
was that there was to be a Commission
of seven as told in the headlines, and
again in the speech, the Government
to have four men including the Chair­
man, and the Reids to have only three.
But it didn’t work out that way. The
Reids refused to have anything to do
with a Commission unless they, had
equal representation on it, and the
'Commission as actually arranged for
provided for three Members on each
side. We were told then that it was
tremendously important for the Gov­
ernment to have absolute control of
this Commission, because in another
paragraph in his speech which I will 

now read, the Premier expressed the
greatest contempt for the Reid admin­
istration of the railrood. Here are his
words: "The Premier said the man­
agement of the Reid Company could
not surely expect to be taken serious­
ly. At present the principal men in
the directorate were a geologist, a
food controller, and a solicitor. Their
knowledge of railway operation was
such as may be acquired from text
books and short courses in railway
management. He had no confidence in
their ability to manage a railway sys­
tem, and their record has not been
such as to inspire anyone with confi­
dence in their direction of the road in
future,, but they were in charge and
we must take them as we find them.
The government, however, does not pro
pose to entrust to their handling the
amount of money asked for in these
Resolutions, the Government were go­
ing to retain control of it in a manner
which would make it impossible for it
to be diverted from the purpose for
which it is being given. He had no
confidence in these men and would
take the necessary precautions in the
interests of the Dominion.”

Lei us look at this. The men who
were in charge of the Railroad were,
according to the Premier, incapable.
He had no confidence in them and he
did not believe anybody else had con­
fidence in them. As Premier he was
not prepared to trust them with good
money, and accordingly he was going
to take precautions to make sure that
everything was rightly and properly
expended. A million dollars was to
be raised by loan to be applied to cer­
tain improvements in the railroad, and
he was so careful of the country’s in­
terests that he was going to take ex­
treme measures to prevent any mis­
management by the Reids.

Now, then, we will follow his speech
a little further and ask what were the
precautions he was going to take.
Here are his own words. “This con-
'Irol would consist of a Commission, 
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three appointed by the Government
and three by the Reid Company. The
Government could also appoint a Chair
man. He will probably be a capable
and experienced railway man from
cutside the Colony, who will be
brought here by the Government for
the direction of this work. He will be
a man who will know his job and who
will devote his whole time to the work
On the Board the Government will
have an auditor anl accountant who
will have access to the books of the
Reid Company. It is possible that the
Government Engineer will be on the
Board It is the intention of the Gov­
ernment to lift the operation of this
system from inefficiency to efficiency
in so far as it ran : e done.'

Now let us 1O3K at that declaration.
There were to be .-even men, including
the Chairman, who was to be an ex­
perienced railway official from abroad.
He was to be a man who knew his job
and who would devote his whole time
to the W'ork. Where is he? Was any
such person appointed? On the con­
trary we know that the man who was
appointed Chairman was the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, Mr. Coaker,
who knew about as much of running
a railway as the Prime Minister knows
about law, and that I am told is very
little, and who instead of devoting his
whole time to the work, was unable,
frorr. the day he took it until the end
of June last to give more than a cas­
ual attention to it, and who was out
of the Colony for the four worst
months of the year in regard to the op­
eration of the railway, namely, Janu­
ary, February, March, and April. That
is the sort of way in which the Pre­
mier made good his promise to lift the
Railway from ineffciency to efficiency
and to give us economy, good service,
and everything we were led to expect
from this great scheme of Commission
control. The Premier also told us that
the Government would have on the

\Board an auditor and accountant. Well
■they had not. They have an auditox 

attached to the Commission and they
must take the responsibility tor him.
I do not know anything about him, for
or against, except that a man who was
.villing to leave his job, whatever it
was somewhere in the United States,
and come down here on the chance of
a twelve months employment cannot
amount to very much. The Premier
also talked of having an engineer ap­
pointed to study the whole railroad
question, and of bringing out an Eng­
lish lawyer, well versed in Company
law, to unravel all the tangles of the
Reid contracts, but he did neither the
one nor the other until a few days
ago when, on the verge of the col­
lapse of the railroad, he brought Sir
George Bury here from Canada to look
into the situation.

But this is not all that the Premier
told us last year about his plans for
creating the Commission and ensur­
ing Government control. In a most of­
fensive paragraph he attacked the Reid
Company and those connected with it.
That paragraph is as follows:

.‘The Dominion is faced with this
situation, unless he was misinformed,
that the Bank of Montreal and the
Royal Trust Company are really the
Reid Newfoundland Company. In
ether words, if these institutions were
to say that Jim Jones, an inmate of
the Lunatic Asylum, shall be President
01 the Reid Newfoundland Company,
Jim Jones becomes President. The
Government desires ot deal with
the Reid Newfoundland Company
not the Bank of Montreal and the
Royal Trust Company. But we must
now recognize that there are two sec­
tions or factions in the Reid Company.
One of these is at Montreal conduct­
ing a law suit against the other, the
ultimate outcome of which we canriot
forecast. The other is here in New­
foundland devoting its time to politics
and directing political operations thru
its highest officials against the Gov­
ernment as they did in the general el­
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ection last November and In the by­
election in the West End, and later in

■Bay de Verde. Unfortunately we have
to deal with a corporation or with the
factions of the corporation bearing
such important relations to this Do­
minion. Under these circumstances
the Government have stipulated that
of the three Commissioners which the
Reid Company may appoint, one shall
be a nominee of the minority share­
holders which contest control of the
Company with the present manage­
ment.”

I make no comment on the needless­
ly offensive character of this para­
graph. Everybody knows it was dictat
ed by the bitter personal hostility of
the Premier to the President of the
Reid Newfoundland Company, Mr. H.
D. Reid, and by the fact that the Pre­
mier is an advocate of the former Pre­
sident, Sir William Reid, who is un­
derstood to have subsidized the Pre­
mier extensively in his campaign fund
for the last general election, on a
promise that if the Squires party got
in he was to be restored to control
here. I believe I can truthfully assert
that the Premier, after the House clos­
ed, when the question of appointing
Government members on this commis­
sion came before the Executive Coun­
cil, nominated Sir William Reid as one
of these Commissioners and could not
get a seconder fcr the motion amongst
the whole of his colleagues, and I think
1 can leave the matter at that. The
point that I want to call the attention
of the House to is that the Premier
laid down the principle here that one
of the three Reid Commissioners was
to represent the minority, in other
words, to be either Sir William Reid
or a nominee of Sir William Reid, but
hero again the Reid Company refused
to be brow-beaten by the Government
and got their way. They appointed as
their three men, Mr. H. D. Reid, Mr.
R. G. Reid and Mr. John Powell, the
latter a man who Sir William Reid dis­
missed from his position during the 

last brief period that he was in control
of the Railroad, a step which did much
to bring about his own overthrow.
Now let us see what works out from
all this tangle. The Premier talked of
a Commission of seven, but the Reids
refused to have anything to do with a
Commission of more than six, and the
Reids beat him on that point. The
Premier talked of insisting that one of
the three Reid Commissioners should
i epresent the minority, but the Reid
majority refused to agree to this and
they beat him again. The Premier
talked of getting an expert railroad
man for Chairman. But his colleague,
Mr. Coaker, who was then all power
ful in the Government, wanted the job
himself and he beat the Premier out
in the Executive Council and took the
position for himself. The Premier
wanted a clear majority for the Gov­
ernment. Mr. Coaker thought that he
himself was as good as a majority, and
lie so managed things that nobody was
appointed by the Government besides
himself, only Mr. Hall, the Govern­
ment Engineer, and the result was that
Mr. Coaker was absolute boss of the
whole thing and Mr. Hall was merely
his adviser, who prevented him from
making too big a fool of himself when
he attempted to deal with matters that
he did not understand. This was the
organization that resulted from the
Government’s scheme to remedy all
the blunderings of the Reid Company
to substitute efficiency for inefficiency,
as the Premier nuts it. But now I come
to the most preposterous statement in
the whole speech in the light of what
has happened since. The Premier clos
ed this section of his address by stat­
ing that “the Government hopes that
by thus improving and making the
road safe the Company may be reha­
bilitated financially without any loss
to the country.”

Think of that, Mr. Speaker. The
Premier hoped a year ago, or at any
rate said he hoped, that as a result of 
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this wonderful scheme the road was
going to be made safe and satisfac­
tory. and the Reid Company was go'
Ing to be put on its feet again—all
without any loss to the Colony. In­
stead of that we find that the Reid
Company is still in the same position
that it was a year ago, except that it
nas got a million dollars of our mo­
ney to provide locomotives, freight
cars, and so forth, and that so far from
the Commission’s scheme working to
prevent the country from loss, the real
truth is that the country has had to
put up a million and a half dollars the
past twelve months to keep the rail­
road going while the Reids have es­
caped with the contribution towards
this enormous loss of $100,000, but as
against that have an offset for nearly
the whole of the amount in a bill for
electric' light, power, and other things
furnished to the Government during
the time. This I think you will agree
Mr. Speaker and the country as well,
represents a monument of incapacity
bigger and more disgraceful than any
that was ever erected by an incompe­
tent Government in the past history
of the country, and this in the space of
twelve short months. The country
was then prosperous, had a Surplus
and everything promised well. To-day
it is on the verge of bankruptcy and
the Government are as incapable of
dealing with the question as a pack of
school children. The Reids, so the
Premier told us a year ago, were in­
capable, were a pack of know nothings
Ho and his party were going to teach
them how to put things right and
wero going to do it without any cost
to the Colony. To-day we see the re­
ality, which is that Messrs. Squires,
Coaker and Co. have made a worse
mess of the Railroad and everything
connected with it than ever the Reids
did, and have spent a tremendous
amount of public money without any
authority from the House or the coun­
try and are to-day only in the same
position they were a year ago, namely, 
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that the Reid Company cannot operate
the road, and that it must be shut down
unless the Government are prepared to
tax the people of Newfoundland to an
extent never before attempted, in or­
der to get the money to run the rail­
road.

Just a year ago, as I have repeated­
ly pointed out, the Premier came in
here with a Loan Bill for a million
and half dollars—a million dollars for
the Reid railway and $500,000 for coal
boring, I would ask the House first to
attend very carefully to the Premier’s
description of the purposes for which
this money was to be spent, because X
shall have to make some very pointed
comments on it a little later. He said:
"Of the million dollars proposed to be
devoted to the railway $300,000 will be
used for strengthening the rails by
heavier fish plates, which has become
necessary owing to the heavier engines
recently placed on the road. The Gov­
ernment Engineer advises that for the
safety of traffic this must be done. I
am advised by the Attorney-General
that under their contract the Company
is not responsible for this improve­
ment, because the requirements of the
increased traffic call for engines much
heavier than those specified in the or­
iginal contract of the amended con­
tract.’’

Here then we find a statement that
the Colony has to furnish $300,000 to
put heavier fish plates on the road. It
will be observed from the Premier’s
statement that he deliberately asserted
that the Government Engineer advised
that for the safety of the traffic these
fish plates must be provided. Recently
I tabled here some thirty questions has
ed upon the report furnished by
Messrs. Coaker and Hall as Railway
Commissioners, and asked what had be
come of the $300,000 earmarked spe­
cially for new fish plates. I received a
reply here last week, and I will read
it. It is an answer to my question
number 14, and is as follows:

“It is not clear that a sum of $300,-
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COO was earmarked specially for new
fish plates. Financial conditions do
not warrant the spending of this mo­
ney, which would all go abroad< The
track has been improved by additional
ballast and ties for which the money
was spent locally.”

I say there never was a more dis­
honest or lying statement presented to
this House than what is contained in
that assertion. One the one hand we
have the Premier stating that this
$300,000 was for the purpose of pro­
viding fish plates and giving the Gov­
ernment Engineer as authority for
this being necessary. Now, a year af­
ter, when the money has been taken
and diverted to other purposes the Gov
ernment Engineer comes in for the
answers to my questions, like the re­
port itself, is the work of the govern­
ment Engineer—and first denies that
the money was earmarked, and second
tries to plead that the track has been
improved by additional ballast and
ties and that these fish plates are not
tow necessary. Everybody within
sound of my voice knows that for
months and months last year this talk
about new fish plates was directed at
ns and that the House and the coun­
try were led to believe that if new fish
plates were provided, much would be
done to safeguard the Railway. Now
the lying statement is put forward
that the fish plates were not necessary
because ballasting and new ties had
been done. The ballasting and putting
in of new ties was part of the settled
policy of the Reid Company during the
days when we held office. They im­
ported new steam shovels, put them to
work, and began a systematic ballast­
ing and improving of the main line
from Port aux Basques to St. John’s.
The proof of that is found in the orig­
inal report of Messrs. Hall and Coak­
er when it shows that nearly 68,000
yards of ballasting was done three
years ago, 91,000 yards the next year,
and 100,000 yards the past twelve
months, during which the road was 

under Commission control. The fact
of the matter, Sir, is, and it cannot be
truthfully challenged, that the policy
of providing new fish plates had to be
abandoned because the money was
needed for the operation of the road,
and it was dishonestly diverted from
the purpose for which it was provid­
ed by the Legislature in order to be
so applied. The same thing is true
with regard to the terminals at St.
John’s and Port aux Basques, which
were the next item in the Premier’s ex
planation here a year ago. He said:
"the sum of $250,000 will be devoted
to improvement of terminals at Port
aux Basques and St. John’s. At Port
aux Basques it is well known that the
handling of traffic and passengers for
many years has been not only unsatis­
factory, but a reflection on the coun­
try and a disgrace to the Railway Com
pany. The Company never made any
earnest effort to improve conditions
there. They have allowed matters to
go from what was bad at the beginning
to a condition which is a positive dis­
grace now and which renders the ex­
peditious and safe handling of traffic
impossible.”

That is what is said with regard to
Fort aux Basques and it is no doubt
true to a certain extent. Work on the
Port aux Basques terminal was start­
ed promptly, rumor says, because Mr.
Collishaw, the man who owns ths
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, had
a lot of lumber at his mill at St. Geor­
ge’s which he wanted to sell to the
Commission, and which was used in
making the improvements there. Any­
way, something was done at Port aux
Basques, no doubt, because work was
started immediately after the Com­
mission took office, and before it was
realized how much was going to be
lost cn operation, and certain improve­
ments were made there at a cost of
$50,000. But now we turn to the Pre­
mier's remarks on the St. John’s ter­
minal: "St. John’s terminal is in ur­
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gent need of improvement and extend­
ed facilities; the gravity of the situa
tion there is well known to the trade
and every shipper or receiver of
freight by the Reid trains and steam­
ers. The first step towards the im­
provement of conditions there will be
the erection of a freight shed located
where it will best serve the trade.
Such freight accomodation will cost
about $200,000 to erect. In connection
with this, the question arises whether
the Company or the Government
should underake the cost of the freight
shed at the expiry of the contract thir­
ty years hence. There will probably
be claims for improvements when the
Toad reverts to the Dominion. I do not
know that there will be such claims,
but if so then the country would owe
the Company large sums. The Govern
ment, however, to facilitate trade and
serve the vital interests of the Domin­
ion, have decided to defray the cost of
improving the terminals at Port aux
Basques and St. John’s, but these
amounts will be charged to the Com­
pany and accrued interest in the final
adjustment with the Dominion.”

According to this it will be seen that
there was urgent need for this work
to be done in order to satisfy the bus­
iness community, and to give a really
satisfactory freight service by the
Railroad, but what do I find in the
answer to question 13 which I put here
a few days ago. It is another iying,
deceptive answer, intended only to
escape from a situation discreditable
to the Commissioners and the Gov­
ernment. It is as follows: “The work
cf building the terminal at St. John’s
was not started in 1920, because the
plans were not ready, and the special
men required for piling, etc., were en­
gaged at Argentia; also the lumber
was not available. The sum of $200,-
000 does not appear to be earmarked
in the Act for this particular work.”

The Commission actually took office
early in last August. This work was
represented to be of a most pressing 

character. No steps appear to have
been taken to prepare plans for this
freight shed and I make the assertion
now that no plans have been prepar­
ed up to the present moment. This
thing was like the new steel span for
the Long Bridge. It was promised in
the Estimates a year ago, but when a
demand was made five or six weeks
ago for the work to be started, in or­
der to give employment, it was then
discovered that no step had been tak­
en to get out the plans for the steel
structure, and it will probably be years
before anything is done with it. Then
the Premier’s speech says the special
men required for piling were engaged
at Argentia, but it is idiotic, Mr. Speak
er, to put such an excuse before this
House. Every member of this House
knows there are scores, hundreds of
men to be got in St. John’s capable of
doing piling work; there are men con­
nected with every mercantile premises
along the water front who are doing
•t constantly. Again we are told that
lumber was not available. This is, I
think, the only true answer in the lot.
Mr. Collishaw hadn’t the lumber saw­
ed or could not furnish it, and the
work was not proceeded with until Mr
Collishaw was good and ready to un­
dertake to supply the material. As for
the statement that the sum of $200,000
was rot earmarked for this particular
work, my answer is the quotation from
the Premier’s speech that I have al­
ready made. The $200,000 for this ter­
minal was taken, like the $300,000 for
the fish plates, and put into operation
of the Railroad because there was no
other money available and the road
would have had to shut down other­
wise.

Now we go on to the question of the
locomotives and rolling stock. Here
is what the Premier said on this point
‘■There will be applied to the acquisi­
tion of new rolling stock and motive
power the sum of $450,000. Everyone
knows how the engines and rolling 
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stock of the road have depreciated. If
it were not for the fact that last win •
ter, when the Railway was tied up, the
Company got a chance to effect some
repairs because they had nothing else
to do, the operation of the road across
country having been abandoned, there
would be no engines fit to take out
tne trains this summer, as they would
be falling to pieces on the road. The
Reids attribute this condition of dilapl
dation to excessive strain on their
equipment owing to war conditions,
but in reality the chief cause of the
breakdown was to be found in ineffici­
ency on the part of the management.
If the road is to be put in operation
this Fall and next Winter, the Colony
must provide engines and rolling stock
The Government Engineer says six en­
gines, fifty box cars, and 50 flat cars
will be required. This equipment
should be provided by the Company
and not by the Government, but the
Company are utterly unable to do so.
They are in a financial condition which
makes- it impossible and they cannot
get credit. The Dominion must there­
fore come to their assistance because
the trade and industries of the Colony
demand it, and because of this and not
for the interests of the Reid Company,
the Government are taking the matter
up. The amount shall be chargeable
to the Company with interest and win
not be any loss to this Colony to be
recovered when the period of the Reid
contract is expired.”

Now let us deal with this statement
and the facts. The Government Engin­
eer advised that six locomotives would
be necessary and he indicated that
they would cost about $200,000. Fig­
ures supplied to a question put by me
earlier in the session show that they
actually cost $274,000. They are no
aoubt a great improvement, at any
rate in the sense that they give the
road more motive power, but whether
they are what are claimed for them is
another matter. In . the report of

Messrs. Coaker and Hall very large
claims are made for them by the Gov­
ernment Engineer, who states that
they were of a design suggested by
him and superior to anything previous­
ly put on the road, but I am told by
employees of the Reid Company that
they are nothing like as satisfactory
as the Government Engineer claims.
However, we cannot settle that point
here, and I readily admit that they are
valuable, but I would point out that
hey have cost this Colony $274,000,

and it is glibly explained to us that
the Reids will have to pay this mo­
ney at the end of fifty years with ac­
crued interest. I have seen nothing
yet of a documentary kind to show
that the Reids have agreed to this con
Oitior. or can be forced to admit it. I
have already put a question on the pa
per asking for the documentary evi­
dence. if any, but I have not been able
to get any reply, and I personally do
not believe this principle can be main­
tained in any way. Now let us con­
sider the matter of freight cars. Ac­
cording to the Premier’s speech the
Government Engineer recommended
fifty freight cars and fifty box cars,
and the Premier’s estimate of the cost
of these as $250,000. According to
question 12 of those I put here last
week, ten ballast cars have been turn­
ed out and forty-four flat cars, but
not a box car at all, and the cars and
material provided have already cost
the Colony nearly $250,000 without a
single box car being included therein.
Apparently the Commission took over
a.few ballast cars which the Reids had
under construction and then under­
took to build more flat cars, and here
we see the fine Italian hand of Mr.
Collishaw once more. Most of the
freight, except, lumber and very heavy
material, like kerosene oil in casks,
or in steel barrels, has to be carried
in box cars to avoid getting damaged.
For instance, if the Railroad Company
is to haul paper for the Harmsworth 
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mills, all that paper must be carried
in box cars. All the goods liable to
be damaged by rain or snow or ex­
posure to the weather must be car­
ried in box cars and the principal
traffic of the railroad as to flat cars
is lumber, pulp wood, and such like.
It is an open secret around the Reid
works that the flat cars were provid­
ed for the convenience of Mr. Colli­
shaw in hauling his lumber and pit
props across the country, and that
the general trade of the country was
sacrificed on his behalf. Otherwise
the sensible thing to have done would
have been to have built half of each,
and thus give the Company an avail -
able reserve stock of both kinds of
car, but now all the money available
for this purpose has been used up on
building flat cars for Mr. Collishaw’s
convenience, and there is no money
which can be applied to building the
box cars. I thing it will be agreed
after this exposure that Mr. Colli­
shaw’s friendship for the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries is a pretty cost­
ly item for this country and the peo­
ple who live in it, and that sooner wo
can get rid of Mr. Collishaw the better
for this Newfoundland of ours. From
Mr. Collishaw may I divert for a mo­
ment to Mr. Pill. Mr. Pill is the gentle­
man who was put up at the Reid sta­
tion as an auditor, and it will be news
to the House and the country to find
that he is drawing a salary of $400 a
month, or roughly $5,000 a year. In
reply to a question amongst those
which I put last week I get this an­
swer to question three: "Mr. Pill is
a thoroughly qualified railway auditor
who gained his experience with the
Southern Railroad of the United
States, a railway of 6,982 miles with
an annual revenue of $90,000,000. He
was assistant chief clerk in the ac­
counting department. The salary he
was receving is a purely personal mat­
ter on which it is not proposed to
question him. He is being paid a sal­

ary of $400 per month. His services
will be retained until the accounts of
the Commission are closed.”

T know of no reason why we should
not know what salary Mr. Pill was
receiving and what his credentials are.
When the present Government En­
gineer came hero to succeed Mr. Bur­
chell, Sir Robert Bond laid on the
table of this House, his record, his
credentials, the other offers he was
considering, I think from South Afri­
ca or Australia, and the salary he was
receiving on the Irish Railway with
which he was connected, and the
country is entitled, I submit, to know
whether Mr. Pill is what he is repre­
sented to be or whether he is a man
who was being crowded out, as I am
informed he was, under the retrench­
ment scheme in effect on the Ameri­
can railway and saw in this offer
down here a Heaven-sent opportunity
to get a soft job at a fabulous salary.
I notice that it is said his services
will be retained until the accounts of
the Commission are closed, but I make
the prediction that it will be many a
long day before we see the last of
Mr. Pill in this country.

The above, Mr. Speaker, consti­
tutes a record for incompetence that
1 think it would be hard to beat in
this country. Let us look again at the
Premier s statements and the reality.
In large headlines it was proclaimed
that he had “unmercifully hammered
the Reid Company” for the wretched
condition of the Railway twelve
months ago, but is the railroad any
better to-day than ;t was then. The
Reid Company in the statement which
they submitted to the Premier and
which he read, then showed what
they had done before the war, during
the war, and after the war, what im­
provements they had made, what they
had lost, and all the difficulties they
had to encounter, but the Premier
■‘unmercifully hammered them for
their incompetence,” boasted of their 
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bankruptcy, and proclaimed It to the
world, and gave an exhibition o£ vin­
dictiveness never approached in this
House. Then he went on to tell how
the Government was stepping into the
breach and was going to put up a mil­
lion dollars for new fish plates which
haven’t been got, for new engines
which have been got at a very heavy
price, for new flat cars which have
been provided at a big figure, for new
box cars which haven’t been provided
at all, for better freight facilities at
Port aux Basques, where something
has been done and for big freight
sheds at St. John’s where there has
not been a stroke struck at all, and
this is the man who denounced the
Reids a year ago for their incompet­
ence. As a matter of fact, out of the
million dollars that was appropriated
last year for Railway betterments, all
that has been spent is $275,000 for lo­
comotives, say $225,000 for flat cars
and $50,000 for Port aux Basques, or
$550,000 altogether, and the other
$450,000 has been taken and been used
in helping to operate the railroad for
the past twelve months, for which we
will never get a cent back, that money
having been thrown into the sink hole
of the railway losses. Therefore, even
if the Reid Company have agreed to
pay back any money at the end of fif­
ty years, all they are responsible for
is $550,000 and not a million dollars
as the Premier claimed last year, and
again I say this is the man who de­
nounced the Reids twelve months ago
■for their inefficiency and mismanage­
ment, and boasted of how the Govern­
ment V'as going to improve things.
But bad as this is it is not the worst.
It is when you come to consider the
other $500,000 which was voted here
a year ago for coal mining that you
strike bottom with regard to inca­
pacity, and utter stupidity.

I will now invite your attention,
sir, to another colossal exhibition of 

blundering on the part of the Govern­
ment. I refer to the coal mining ex­
periment at South Branch. After the
House closed last year the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, filled with
the idea of his own importance and all
he could accomplish, conceived the
brilliant idea of mining coal at South
Branch, and forthwith the Govern­
ment newspapers were filled with
stories of all the great things that
were going to happen. Any amount
of coal was to be gotten, and gotten
more cheaply than ever before, and
all worries and annoyances in this re­
spect were to be brought to an end
very quickly, thanks to his foresight
and his ability to do things in a pro­
per way. Himself and several other
members of the Government, including
the Finance Minister, Mr. Shea, and
other notable personages, took a speci­
al trip to the West Coast to visit this
area and, it was during this trip that
the other miracle was performed of
the train actually going thirty miles
an hour, a thing never before heard
of in the history of the railroad, and
no doubt due to the presence on board
the train of Mr. Coaker. He started
work at South Branch and continued
it during the winter, and in this re­
port there is a good deal of attention
devoted to the mine. As with every­
thing else in the report, there is gross
misrepresentation where possible, and
also an attempt to represent things
as very much better than they really
are. For instance, there is a table
supplied showing that 2,590 tons of
coal had been obtained and 2,000 de­
veloped, and all of this coal is esti­
mated as being valued at ten dollars
a ton. To the unthinking it would of
course appear that all this coal had
been got to the surface but, being
struck by the suspicious looking
phraseology of the report, I put a
question to the Minister asking what
was meant by coal that was obtained 
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and by coal that was developed, and
discovered that coal obtained Is that
which is brought to the surface and
coal developed is that which is left
below in the form of pillars to hold
up the ground and prevent a collapse.
Now, the fact is that although 2,000
tons of coal is estimated to have been
developed, the mine has fallen in and
been flooded, work Is being abandoned,
and all the country has to show for
an expenditure of nearly $150,000 up
to the end of June is the 2,590 tons
brought to the surface. This coal and
the coal that was developed are both
estimated as being worth ten dollars
a ton, and the country is asked to ac­
cept as an honest statement of the
work done in this area the fact that
it was valued for $20,000 in the 2,000
tons of coal still in the mine and nev­
er to be brought above ground. As
for the material that has been
brought above ground, apparently
about half of it only has been used
and the other half is said to be stor­
ed at the mine awaiting future action.
I asked for reports from the engineers
of the trains and steamers as to the
quality of the coal, but no reports
have been obtained. I am informed
by people competent to know, that the
material is really a little, if any, bet­
ter than black clay, and we can all
form our own conclusions as to what
this thing represents when we find, in
reply to my further questions, that
the work was being abandoned at the
end of June, after an expenditure of
$1G,OOO in addition to the $120,000
spent up to the end of March, which
was the last date we had in the previ­
ous report. Here is a case where,
without any substantial ground for
doing it, the Government went and
spent $150,000 on coal and now has
nothing whatever to show for it. A
similar boast was made last fall about
coal up near Howley, and the Govern­
ment newspapers were full of boasts
that the wonderful Mr. Hatch had dis­

covered a seven-foot seam of coal, and
that all the coal that was required for
Grand Falls would be obtained by
this means. I need hardly say that.
after the report was made nothing
more was heard of it. The whole
thing fizzled out and this coal area,
Fke the South Branch one, proved to
be of no value whatever. To prove
that the Harmsworths take no stock
in all this coal talk, I can say that
they have recently concluded a ten-
year agreement with the Sydney coal
mining companies to supply them
with ail their requirements at Grand
Falls, Bishop Falls, Botwtfod, and the
other points where they use it, and if
I want still further evidence to show
that nothing has been done or is like­
ly to be, it is to be found in the very
suggestion of Sir George Bury in his
report tabled here a few days ago,
where he advises the putting up of a
coal handling plant at Argentia, he
evidently being satisfied that our coal
in the future, as in the past, will have
to be obtained from Sydney and
brought into this country by ships. The
blundering and incompetence exhibit­
ed in regard to this coal development
is equally evident in regard to the Ar­
gentia terminal. Here was another
case of flagrant boasting without any­
thing whatever to justify it. We were
told that this was to be a wonderful
place, that the Harmsworth people
were going to do all their shipping
from there, and people actually aban­
doned their homes in other parts of
Placentia Bay, and moved to Argen­
tia during the past few months be­
cause they were deluded by the Gov­
ernment’s pronouncements into the
belief that there would be unlimited
work therb all the year round. Now
we find that little or nothing has been
done and that the wharf that has been
put up is too small for any but local
vessels. Answers to my questions
show that the Harmsworth people are
not committed to anything in relation 
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to it, and yet I am not exaggerating
when I say that all through last fall
and winter the country was fooled and
deceived into the belief that the selec­
tion of Argentla as a winter terminal
was going to end all our troubles.
This, then, in a word is the result of
a year of railroad operation by the
Government. As has already been
pointed out, for every dollar which it
cost the Reid Company to operate the
line in 1919-20, it has cost the Gov­
ernment Commission $1.23 in 1920-21,
in spite of all the abuse and vilifica­
tion heaped upon the Reid Company
by the Premier and others for their
alleged incompetence. Now, having
got an expert down here, the Govern­
ment brings in his report which is,
in a few words, that the Government
should abandon the idea of attempt­
ing further Government operation of
the railroad and hand it back to the
Reid Company and bear the expenses
of operating the road up to a million
and a half dollars for the twelve
months. This is one of the triumphs
of Liberal Reform. This is the fruit
of the Premiers’ promise that he
would, as stated in his Manifesto,
which I will read again. He said that
unlike our party, which he charged
with being friendly to the Reids, and
failing to make them live up to their
contracts, he would if elected take
the Raids by the throat, oblige them
to do all that the contract demanded,
and see that the people got every fair
play. Instead of that we find that
last year he very graciously present­
ed the Reids with $1,600,000 to help
them in operating the road and now
proposes to give them another million
and a half dollars the present year. I
shall next proceed to deal with the
proposals of Sir George Bury and the
resolutions -which the Premier has
presented to the House.

Now, Sir, I want to deal with the re­
port of Sir George Bury and with the 

obligations which it imposes on the
country. This gentleman came here
a fortnight ago and spent exactly a
week in the country. In that time he
made one trip across the railroad from
Port aux Basques to St. John’s, and I
think visited Argentia as well, and he
spent three or four days here in touch
with the Government and the railroad
people and studying statistics of vari­
ous kinds. Then he joined the Rosa­
lind on Saturday, July the 2nd, and
left here to return to Canada, leaving
us a report, so called, which covers
two and a half sheets of typescript and
which will cost us about $8,000 ac­
cording to the information given us in
this House. Tile first question I would
like to ask is why Sir George Bury
didn’t go back to Canada by the rail­
road that he came by, and if I were
like the Prime Minister and used the
language he did in his Manifesto be­
fore the last election, I would say it
was because the railroad was not fit
to travel on and that Sir George Bury
would not risk his life on it a second
time. I will not go that far, but I will
say that the fact of his not going
back over the railway is making a
very bad impression throughout the
country and that this very argument
is being put forward by people who
are disturbed over the condition of
the road as a reason why they will not
travel on it themselves.

For a man of Sir George Bury’s
standing. I will say further this re­
port is, in my opinion, in no way to
his credit. It is the poorest thing
that I have seen in my experience and
it shows that he gave little or no at­
tention to his subject. As a matter
of fact every suggestion he has made,
except that for slotting the rails along
the line, and for light snow sheds at
Avondale is taken from the report of
Messrs. Coaker and Hall tabled in the
House last month. Although that re­
port is signed by Messrs. Coaker and
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Hall, everybody knows it is the work
of the Government Engineer because
Mr. Coaker, -whatever his knowledge
in other respects, is not a trained rail­
way man, and knows nothing about
this subject, and therefore it is easy
to figure out what happened. Sir
George Bury came down here, he had
very little time for the job and per­
haps less inclination. He found the
Government Engineer with a scheme
already worked out, and he adopted
that in tote, adding a suggestion or
two himself, pocketed his fee and
went away. If we take up Sir Georgo
Bury’s report as printed in the pap­
ers of June the 5th, we will find that
the suggestion for a General Manager
is taken from the Coaker-Hall report
page 27 of the typescript. You will
also find that the proposal for a Com­
mission of three to deal with public
utilities is taken from the Coaker-
Hall report page 8. You will find that
the figures regarding the loss of the
railroad are taken from the Coaker-
Hall report page 27 and from the
statements tabled here the past twen­
ty years by the Reid Company every
year. You will find that Sir George
Bury’s statement about losses on op­
eration this year is taken from the
Coaker-Hall report, and the sugges­
tion for a coal handling plant at Ar-
gentia is practically the same as that
advanced by Messrs. Coaker and Hall
heretofore. The proposal that the
Government should refrain from fur­
ther operation of the road is taken
from the Coaker Hall report page 28,
but whereas Messrs. Coaker and Hall
advised casting the road back on the
Reid Company’s hands, the Bury re­
port suggests that a contract should
be made for this year by which the
Reids would run the road and we find
the money. This policy, of course, is
the result of the negotiations that
■took place in the city a fortnight ago
between Sir George Bury, the Govern­

ment, and the Reid Company, and al­
though Sir George Bury assumes re­
sponsibility for it, there can be no
doubt that is was a scheme which the
Government accepted from the Reid
Company in desperation because they
feared that the Reids would throw up
the road, and they would be left -with
it on th? Colony’s hands. Sir George
Bury’s suggestion that the rails on
the Fortune Bay Branch should be
taken up and used for replacing worn
ones is taken from the Coaker-Hall
report page 16. The proposal to re­
duce the services and shut up so.me
of the branches is taken from the
Coaker-Hall report page 19.

Now, Sir. I say that is not the ob­
ject for which Sir George Bury was
brought here at all, or certainly it is
not the object for which he should
have been brought here. The coun­
try never supposed that he was to be
brought here and paid this large sum
of money merely to suggest to us to
make an agreement with the Reid
Company for one twelve months and
then have this whole problem thrust
on us again a year from now. The
country expected that he was brought
here to work out some permanent
solution of the railway problem, to
advise us how we could make arrange­
ments for the operation of the rail­
road for a term of years. The posi­
tion in which we find ourselves to-day
is simply that the Government, which
adopted one policy last year in des­
peration, is adopting another policy
this year, because they are more des­
perate than they were then, and a
year from now we will find them ad­
opting another policy, because if the
country is above water it can hardly
be better than waterlogged, and what
the Government is going to do then
no man can foresee. I repeat, sir,
that this was not the idea which the
country had of the bringing here of
Sir George Bury. A year ago this
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House was fooled with the idea that it
was onlv to approve of a loan to pro­
vide the Reid Company with locomo­
tives, freight cars, and other items of
a permanent character, to be charged
to Capital Account and to be recover­
ed from the Reids at the end of their
fifty-year term. As soon as the House
was closed the Government adopted an
entirely different policy, and under­
took to operate the road in conjunc­
tion with the Reids and to pay all the
expenses. In his speech a year ago
as I have already quoted, the Premier
told us he was going to get experts
from the States, an expert engineer
to supervise the repairs, and an Eng­
lish expert to go into the contract, but
he drifted along for a year doing no­
thing. It was only when his hand was
forced by us, at the last moment, that
he got Sir George Bury down here,
and now I have no hesitation in say­
ing that the money that was spent on
this gentleman might just as well have
been thrown over the head of one of
the wharves into the waters of the
harbor. He has been of no benefit to
us whatever. We surely didn’t need
to get a man down from Canada and
pay him ?7,50 to tell us to make a
contract with the Reids to run the
railway for twelve months, we to pay
the bills and the Reids to do the op­
erating. We did not need a man to
come from Canada to make the sug­
gestions in his report because they
had already been made to us by the
Government Engineer. When this
House opened on the 30th of March,
the Speech from the Throne contain­
ed a statement regarding the railroad,
which indicated that the Government
was going to deal with the matter this
session in a temporary fashion and
work out a permanent scheme for
next year. Nearly a month ago the
Premier came into this House with a
motion for a suspension of the Rules,
and a proposal to adjourn on June

21st, his object, of course, being to
get the House shut before this rail­
way problem was tackled, so that he
and his associates would have full
liberty to do as they liked, without
any criticism from us or from the
country. I was accused by the Gov­
ernment papers on Friday last of de­
manding that the railroad be shut
down. I blame the Prime Minister
for this, because these statements
bore on their face the lack of truth
and honesty which always mark him
in connection with these matters. I
did not say that the railroad should
be shut down. I said the railroad
would have to be shut down unless
the Government was able to show the
House and the country where it was
going to get a million and a half dol­
lars a year to operate the railroad,
and I repeat that statement to-day.
This policy only means bankruptcy for
the country. We can no more get a
million and a half dollars a year to
run this railroad indefinitely than we
can fly. The country is on the rocks
already. The balance of the Loan,
which the Premier has available, will
no more than suffice to meet the
shortage in Revenue he is going to
face in this twelve months, and there
will be nothing whatever left to run
the railway. Indeed, I very much
question if it will be posible to keep
the country going after the end ot
December, because by that time I be­
lieve every available dollar that he
has or can lay hands on will have been
used up, and then there will be noth­
ing for it but Confederation or Crown
Colony.

I turn to the Premier’s Manifesto
again and I read what he said eigh­
teen months ago about the railway
and what he intended to do. Well,
now, what has he done? Instead of
compelling the Reids to live up to
their contract he has been the best
friend the Reids ever had in this 
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country. He is furnishing them with
unlimited Government money to op­
erate tile tailway, and he is casting no
obligation whatever upon them. Let
us look at these very Resolutions we
are asked to adopt to-day and what do
they reveal? Here is how it reads:
“The Goi ernor-in-Council is hereby
authorized and empowered to enter
into the agreement with the Reid New­
foundland Company, Limited, set out
in the schedule hereto, and the said
agreement when executed shall be
binding upon the parties thereto.”

The fust point I want to make is to
call the attention of the House to the
fact that this agreement is not being
made, as past agreements were made
with the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany, with which this country entered
into on contract in 1901 for the oper­
ation of the railroad, but with the
Reid Newfoundland Company, Lim­
ited, a different corporation altogeth­
er, brought into being as the result of
a bill which the Government conveni­
ently introduced here last year and
smuggled through the Legislature,
amending the existing Companies Act
so as to enabl.e the Reid Company to
convert itself into a limited liability
corporation. It is, then, with the new
Company that the Government makes
the agreement, and the Prime Minis­
ter would like to have this Bill smug­
gled through the House in the same
way, because this brings me back to
the question of the election Manifesto
again, and Hie whole country can now
see that the man, who proclaimed be­
fore the election that he was going to
make Reids toe the mark, is the very
man who at the first opportunity af­
terwards enacted legislation to facili­
tate the Reid Company in disposing of
its properties to three or four sub­
sidiary companies, and turning itself
into a limited liability corporation.
Evidently the five thousand dollars in
Bank of Montreal notes, which the 

hon. gentleman is accused of having
got from the Reid Company a few
years ago is now no doubt explained.
Then the agreement states further
that it was made on the 30th day of
June, 1921. but it is not signed, for
what reason I do not know, except
tha I suppose both sides have re­
frained from signing it until it has
been through Committee in this House,
and amended more or less according
to the feeling of the House regarding
it. Then the agreement goes on to
set out six or seven clauses which I
propose to deal with at some little
length. The first is that “the Com­
pany shall, during the “term of this
agreement operate the railway at the
minimum cost consistent with safety,
and giving a reasonable service with
the passenger and mixed service laid
down in the schedule hereto as the
minimum.” This section requires the
Company to operate the railway at
the minimum cost, and in the schedule
it provides a minimum service, but
who is to decide whether the Reid
Company is operating the railroad at
the minimum cost. So far as the
country is concerned this agreement
is not as satisfactory for it as last
year’s agreement, which provided for
Commission operation, because we
iiad, at any rate, on the Commission
which ran the railway, one competent
person, the Government Engineer,
who could say whether or not our
money wa.-> being judiciously expend­
ed. To-day there is nobody to check
the Reid Company, and so long as
they can see their way clear
to keeping within the figure of
a million and a half dollars for oper­
ating they can do as they like. It may
le argued that the Government En­
gineer must certify amounts on Cap­
ital Account, but that is a different
matter entirely. The Government En­
gineer, or the Government, or anybody
else has no control over the Reid Com­
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pany in the expenditure o£ money in
connection with the operation o£ the
railway for the next twelve months,
fo long as the Reids are able t6 keep
the total expenditure within a million
and a hal£ dollars. It is true, too, that
provision is made for auditors, but
they have no control over any expen­
diture They merely have the right o£
access to the books of the Company,
and they cannot exercise any control
or direction over the way the money
is to he spent at all. The second clause
provides “that the Company shall se­
cure the services of a competent per­
son from Canada or the United States
to be General Manager in full charge
of the operation o£ the railway and his
appointment shall be subject to approv
al by the Government.” This section
merely creates another official to be
paid for by the Colony, without giving
him the independence o£ control which
might be desirable under some condi­
tions. I want to ask whether he is to
be subject to the directorate of the
Heid Newfoundland Company or not. I
maintain that he is to be subject to it,
because the Reid Company is to have
the operation of the Railroad and the
general control of the policy of opera­
tion, and the General Manager can on­
ly operate the Railroad subject to the
orders of his principals. I say, there­
fore, that to bring a man in here from
abroad to operate the Railroad under
such conditions is to throw away our
money, because Mr. John Powell, who
has been acting as manager of the rail
road for the Reid Company, and who
has had thirty years’ experience in
railroad building and operating in the
country, is certairily much superior to
any man who can be brought in from
abroad. If you were going to bring in
a man like Sir George Bury, and put
him in full charge of the railroad, in­
dependent of the Reid Company, and
subject to no control whatever, a man
who could initiate new lines of work
and new policies of himself, it woulft
bo different; but this man who will be 

brought in will be unable to do any­
thing of which the Reid Company’s dir
ectors do not approve, and therefore I
repeat the money that will be spent
for him will be absolutely wasted.

Now, the third clause in the agree­
ment provides that “expenditures on
Capital Account shall be made only on
the written sanction of the Govern­
ment and be paid for by the Govern­
ment when completed upon the certifi­
cate of the Government Engineer, and
to be charged against the Company at
the end of the operating period.” This
section provides for expenditures on
Capital Account, and under it the Reid
Company can get any sort of thing
done that they can persuade the Gov­
ernment is necessary, and that money
can be found to pay for it. Under this
section the Government can go down
to the Bank of Montreal to-morrow,
and borrow a' million dollars in the
way of a temporary loan and give it
to the Reids to make permanent im­
provements to the Railway and nobody
can stop it, and I will go so far as to
say that I believe there are men in
the Government who would be quite
prepared to do this as soon as this
House is closed, and they no longer
fear the criticism of the Opposition
and the public, just as last year they
violated every pledge they made re­
garding the railroad and started in to
operate it and spend millions of our
money without any authority whatev­
er. According to the Coaker-Hall re<
port there are a lot of improvements of
a permanent character necessary to
the railroad, and in the interests of
improving what is public property, it
might be desirable to effect some of
them, but this is a bad year, there is
little or no money, the traffic is going
to bo down, according to Messrs. Coak­
er and Hall to only half what it was
last 5 ear, and I say it is no time to
spend a dollar more than is absolute­
ly necessary. Therefore I object to
this section because I think no capital
expenditure at all ought to be under­
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taken. Members o£ the Government
claim that tho railroad is in better con
dition than it has been for years If
that is so it will serve our needs for
tho coming Fall and Winter. If the
trains can run ewer it as they have
been running lately, v>'hy should we
need to spend morey to put angle bars
on tho rails or to make the other al­
terations that Sir George Bury sug­
gests, They can be done a year or
two from now when more money is
available. Why, again, should wo build
snow sheds near the Avondale section,
when it is propjv-,1 to shut down so
mud of the real next winter, and
when wo shall be running only two
trains or possibly one train a week
after the snow comes. Why, again
should we spend a lot of money, as 1
am to.d it Is ’ropc.-ea to do, to wi'<n
some rock cuts I ecause the sac.w
blocks them up. Surely if that could
be avoided in past years when the
Reids had plenty of money, why should
the country be asked to make such
expenditures this year, the worst year
in the history of the Colony.

Section No. 4 of the schedule pro­
vides that “the Government shall pay
the actual loss of operating the rail­
way durng the year up to a million
and a half dollars, any excess of that
to be borne by the Company.” The first
argument I have to make with regard
to this is that, as I stated before, there
is no control imposed on the Reid Co.
and they can do anything they like in
regard to the railway, spend any mo­
ney they like, in any way they like, so
long as they do not exceed a million
and a half dollars. The Government
cannot interfere with them in any way
the Government has no veto power,
has no check on them, and they can
come in every month and ask for §100,-
000 or §125,000, whatever they may
need, and the Government is power­
less to refuse.it to them. If the Gov­
ernment did that the Reids would say
the Government had broken this con­
tract, would throw it up and leave the 

country in the position they did on the
SOth of June, when they said they
would not operate the road any longer
and the Government took them at
their word and made this agreement.
Under the commission control which
we had last year, it was possible for the
country to get some protection be­
cause the Government members of the
Commission would have a say in the
expenditures, but now nobody can in­
terfere with the Reids in any way. An
other objection I see in regard to this
section is that it provides that the
payments by the Government shall be
made in such manner as may be agreed
upon between the parties. This seems
to me to open the way for any amount
of disputes and troubles in the future.
It leaves the Government absolutely
at the mercy of the Reids, because the
Government cannot dare refuse them
the money when they ask for it, be­
cause in that case they could and pro­
bably would shut down the service and
leave us helpless.

The next section (No. 5) provides
that the Government shall have the
right to appoint auditors who shall
have access to the books, and shall
have the right to make copies or ex­
tracts and to examine any officials of
the Company. This is the merest pad­
ding, and can have no effect, and can
accomplish nothing. Mr. Coaker and
Mr. Hall brought down a man named
Pill from the United States a few
months ago, and put him in the Reid
office at a salary of §400 a month, and
what benefit has the country gained
by it? I do not dispute that it is de­
sirable to have an auditor, when we
are paying the bills, but I say that a
man, or men, suitable for the purpose
could have easily been got in this
country. Of course we have been
stuffed with the idea that Mr. Pill is
the eighth wonder of the world, a man
designed by nature for this job, but
my answer to that is that if Mr. Pill
was any good he would not be giving 

refuse.it
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up his job with the Southern Railway
Company of America to come down
here on the chance of what he could
pick up. and I think that the common
sense of that will appeal to every­
body.

The sixth section, providing that the
term of the agreement shall be from
the first of this month (July) to the
30th of June next, merely fixes the
time of the agreement and in my
opinion makes the worthlessness of
this agreement apparent to every­
body, because it proves that a year
from now we shall have to face the
same sort of trouble, and consider
making another agreement with the
Reids or somebody else for another
twelve months, if th ceountry is solv­
ent at that time, which I do not be­
lieve for a moment. The next sec­
tion (No. 7) provides that, except as
expressly provided in this agreement,
anything done under it shall be with­
out prejudice to the rights and lia­
bilities of either party. That means
that the legal position of the Reids
and the Government is supposed not
to be altered by this contract, but I
maintain that we cannot keep on from
year to year making these agree­
ments without decidedly altering the
relation between the Colony and the
Reids. For instance, any number of
matters may arise under this con­
tract about which disputes may take
place and new legal complications be
brought about. The Reids, if they
were so disposed, can make endless
trouble for the Government, or any
other contractors, in the position of
the Reids, could do so. For instance,
the Reids may want to have certain
things done, which they say shall be
paid for out of Capital Account, and
the Government may say that it is
part of the operating expenses, and
who is to decide that? Another and
more serious difficulty, in my opinion,
is that by making the agreement of 

last year, and of this year, and giving
all this money to the Reids to oper­
ate the railroad, we have made it im­
possible for us to go into Court in
future or go before an Arbitration Tri­
bunal in future, and claim that the
Reids have been wasteful or ineffici­
ent in their operation of the railroad
in the past. When they found the
Reids had spent $1,400,000 in opera­
tion the previous year, our Govern­
ment created this Commission scheme
with the idea of proving that Mr.
Coaker and Mr. Hall, and somebody
else whom they never got, could oper­
ate the railway more cheaply, and if
they had done so we would have had
a strong case for arguing that the
Reids had been extravagant, and in
any legal or arbitration proceedings
this would have weighed with the
Judges or arbitrators, but instead ot
that we tried to operate the road our­
selves and the country found to its ut­
ter disgust that Mr. Coaker and Mr.
Hall could not run it as cheaply as
the Reid Company, but actually spent
a quarter of a million dollars more
than the Reids did. Therefore we
cannot put up the argument we might
otherwise have put up, that Reid’s ex­
travagance was to blame for the whole
of this trouble, for the mess the rail­
way had been got into and now we
are that much worse off, because we
have proved, ourselves, by our own
agents, Messrs. Coaker and Hall, that
the Reids were not extravagant; or
incompetent, or indifferent, and that
all the vilification and abuse of the
Reids and their management in which
the Premier indulged last year had no
justification whatever.

Another point that arises out of this
question of Capital Account and oper­
ation account is the proposal of Sir
George Bury for a coal discharging
plant at Argentia. I have taken the
trouble to find out what such a plant
would cost, and I find, that to put up 
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a plant to discharge a hundred tons
an hour, or say 2,000 tons in 24 hours,
which is the least that would he
necessary if big steamers were to be
handled, would mean an outlay of
about $150,000, and I ask this House
and the country, will any sane man
suggest that we should go into such
an expenditure as that at Argentia,
without any evidence being given us
as to why this plant should be built,
and what advantage it would be to
discharge coal at Argentia. For the
estern section of the railroad, for the
costal boats and Bay steamers, and
for the Reid ships that would have to
come here at times when other places
would be blocked, there is admittedly
no place as good as St. John’s for a
coal discharging plant. Clarenville
and Lewisporte can serve the other
sections of the railroad on this side
of the Topsails much more conveni­
ently than Argentia can, and the
West Coast, of course, is served from
Port aux Basques and Bay of Islands.
To my mind it would be madness to
put up a coal discharging plant at Ar­
gentia, because the only steamers that
would be served by it would be the
Placentia Bay boat, the South Coast
boat (the Glencoe), and possibly the
Kyle in the ■winter months, if she call-

' ed there, but most times in winter the
Kyle brings a large stock of coal in
her hold to avoid being caught short
when running through ice. To my
mind, therefore, this proposal for a
plant at Argentia is only another way
of wasting money, but if the Reids de­
mand it, and have Sir George Bury’s
endorsement, how can the country
very well avoid putting it up. Then
we turn to the schedule which pro­
vides for a much reduced train ser­
vice on the main line and the branch­
es. I can understand that with the
expected reduction of business for the
Reid Company and the railroad, the
reduced services may be quite suffici­

ent, but I want to know why we should
have to consider the idea of paying a.
million and a half dollars during this
year for a service that will be only
half what it was last year, seeing that
the operation of the entire railroad
last year cost only $1,650,000 on the
existing schedule of services. The
price of coal has gone down, a cut is
being made in wages, the costs of op­
eration ought to be reduced in conse­
quence, and it seems to me that there
is no justification whatever for pro­
viding for anything like a million and
a half dollars for railway purposes
this year.

Take it every way you will, Mr.
Chairman, this railroad proposal is a
ruinous one for the country. It is one
that in no manner or fashion can be
carried out, because the country will
be rendered bankrupt by it. With an
increased expenditure on the one side,
a reduced Revenue on the other side, a
million and a half dollars for the
railway, for which no provision is be­
ing made, the building of roads
through the country, just decided up­
on by the Government, and all the ex­
travagances into which the Govern­
ment is plunging, I have no hesitation
in saying that every dollar available
from the Loan raised recently will be
used up by the 31st of December, and
that the country will be bankrupt and
unable to meet tis interest on the
first of January. I invite the Premier
to say how and where he expects to
get a million and a half dollars to
run the railway next year. There is
no provision made for it in the Bud­
get nor in the Estimates. According
to his Estimates, he figures to about
square his accounts at the end of
next June, if he gets all the Revenue
he calculates to get, but I don’t be­
lieve anybody is foolish enough to
suppose he can get anything like the
Revenue he is looking for, but in hi$>
calculations of Revenue he made no 
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provision for this railroad operation
at all. Tn fact he told us that the
country was going to wash its hands
of the Reids, and force the Reid Com­
pany into a receivership if the Reids
did not operate the road themselves.
Mr. Coaker, in his railroad report from
which I have been quoting, took the
same stand. On page 28 they say:
“The coming year is likely to be a
more trying one than that through
which we have passed, and it is
thought that the traffic receipts will
be a half of what they have been this
year. Consequently great retrench­
ments in expenditure, involving reduc­
tion of forces, pay, train service, and
avoidance of new construction must
be made. The onus of any losses
arising must fall directly upon the
parties most interested, namely, the
Railway contractors. Only in this
way will they be careful of expendi­
ture.”

Here you find the only two men
connected with the Government who
are in a position to speak with auth­
ority in regard to the railway, Mr.
Coaker and Mr. Hall, advising that
the railroad should be thrown back
on the contractors’ hands and that the
onus of the expenditure should l;e put
on the contractors, because otherwise
they would not be careful of expendi­
ture, but would spend money as they
liked. That is sound advice at any
time and under any circumstances.
Unless a man has to pay for things
out of his own pocket, vhe will exer­
cise no economy, but in the face of
that recommendation made on the
15th of June, or less than a" month
ago, the Government has now come in
with a measure to allow the( Reids to
operate the railroad and the Colony
to bear the whole burden, and Mr.
Coaker, the man'who signed his name
to this recommendation to throw the
burden on the Reids, will, I have no
doubt, get up here and vote for the 

very contrary policy to-day because it
suits him to do so.

The proper policy to pursue in re­
gard to the expenditure on the rail­
way under a scheme like that submit­
ted to us, would be for the Govern­
ment to make an arrangement with
the Reid Company by which each par­
ty would contribute a certain propor­
tion of the total loss. If the Reids
had the money, it should be on the
basis of half and half, or if their fi­
nancial position did not admit of
this, we might pay two-thirds and
they one-third, or we three-fourths
and they one-fourth, but certainly
they should be obliged to put up a pro­
portion of the cost. Only by this
means can the Colony be satisfied that
proper economy is being practised in
the operation of the road and that the
Reids are taking every justifiable
means to keep down expenditure. As
it is now. though it is a matter of in­
difference to the Reids what they
spend, or how they spend it, so long
as they keep within a million and a
half dollars. According to answers
supplied to me on Tuesday last in re­
sponse to certain questions which I
put. last Saturday, the Reids are ap­
parently prepared to finance a certain
overdraft Here’s what the Premier
says in the answer supplied to me:
“The Reid Company are liable to pay
losses, which they estimate at between
$■100,000 and $500,000 over and above
the million and a half maximum guar­
antee oy the Government.” This state­
ment is supplemented by another
which is as follows: “The Reid Com­
pany assure the Government that they
will be in a position, through their
bankers, tc handle any deficit over a
million and a half dollars.” Now I
maintain that if the Reids estimate
they will have to find half a million
dollars, and assure the Government
that they will bo able to get ths money
through their bankers, then I claim 
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that they should be obliged to pay a
third or a fourth of the loss on oper­
ating the railroad from the first of
this month. If they were having to
spend some of their own money they
would be cautious, but under this plan
of the Governments’ they will escape
having (o put up a single dollar un­
til the country has spent a, million
and a half. This is not a sensible ar­
rangement; no business man would
make it in his private affairs. Not a
man on the other side of the House
would, if a proposition like this was
put up to him to-morrow, say to the
other party to the agreement, you go
ahead and carry on the work and I
will find all the money. Instead of
that he would say: “You put up as
much as you are able to afford, and I
will find the balance, and by this
means I will have some guarantee
that you are carrying on the work as
economically as possible.”

Now, Sir, I propose to end on prac­
tically the same note as I begun. A
year ago the Premiers’ declaration
was that the scheme which he was
then putting before the House would
ensure that the operation of the road
would cost the country nothing. In­
stead of that we find that it cost the
country a million and a half dollars.
Hi' ..o.d us tnen that between the close
of that session and the opening of this
one the Government would take up
the railway problem and be prepared
with a proposition this year for deal­
ing with the question in a thorough
and satisfactory fashion. When the
House opened nearly four months ago,
nothing had been done, and while the
Speech from the Throne could contan
lengthy paragraphs about the Labra­
dor Boundary and the Imperial Con­
ference, all the space that could be
devoted to this vital question of the fu­
ture of the railway was a bald para­
graph that “the subject of inland and
coastal transportation will come be­

fore you.” AH through the session
efforts to gather any information as
to a sane policy were fruitless, and an
attempt was actually made to get the
House closed, without submitting this
question to us at all. It was only
when we refused to be parties to such
a scheme, and declined to pass any
money votes until a railway policy
was brought down, that any real at­
tempt was made to devise anything,
and the result is the monstrosity we
have now 'before us, a scheme where­
by the Reids are to run the railway,
and we are to find the money to en­
able them to do so, without any super­
vision, direction, control, or author­
ity whatever.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Chairman. As
Sir Michael Cashin, the leader of the
Opposition, has been unavoidably call­
ed away for a short while, I intend to
make a few remarks on the Resolu­
tions now before the Chair. I fully re
alize Sir, that anything I may say will
not have probably the slightest effect
on the Government or in any way
cause them to amend the Resolutione
which are now before this Committee.
Undoubtedly this Government takes
the stand that they were elected to
this House by a majority of the peo­
ple of Newfoundland, and I presume
they take it they have a mandate from
the electorate to impose those resolu­
tions on a confiding people, and I am
safe in leaving the present Govern­
ment to the verdict of the people who
sent them here in the event of their
putting through hese iniquitous Reso­
lutions, as they now stand. While, Sir,
I do not anticipate that anything I may
say will alter these resolutions, still I
would be recreant in my duty to the
people who sent me here, if I stood by
?nd gave silent consent to imposing a
further burden on the people of New­
foundland of a million and a half dol­
lars. One of the greatest statesman of
the age gives the meaning of the word
parliament as "speaking one’s mind 
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youi constituents money, before you
.vote away $30.00 from every family
throughout the length and breadth of
Newfoundland. Now Sir, I might say
that I was very much disappointed in
the report that was brought in here
by Sir George Bury in connection with
cur whole railway policy. There was
certainly nothing in it, Mr. Chairman,
which many men in this country could
not have told the Government. There
was nothing in it, that had not already
been told in this House, nothing; and
there was certalniy nothing in it to
warrant the outlay of $7,500 which we
paid Sir George Bury for his three
days visit to this country. Besides,
that, I understand there was another
small sum, four or five hundred dol­
lars for expenses. I do not think, that
money was well spent. As you know
without fear or favour.” Well I am
here this evening and am prepared to
call a spade a spade. I am prepared in
so far as lies in my power to show the
Government wherein I think they are
wrong, wherein I think it would be a
gross injustice for this House to vote
a million and a half dollars to meet a
deficit on the operating account of the
Reid Newfoundland Company from
.July 1st 1921 to June 30th 1922. I am
not speaking here to embarass the
Government in any way, because I am
quite positive there are men on that
side of the House who are just as anxi­
ous to get the best possible terms as
I am, and I am sure they will realize

1 that the expression of opinion I am
making here to-night, and the critic­
isms, that I may make, will be made
with the best intentions, and as far as
in my power I am prepared to use
what ability I have to help out and as­
sist the Government in carrying out
some policy to operate the Railway in
this country. I am not up here criticiz
ing those resolutions because I am un­
friendly to the Reids or the Reid in­
terests. I have always found them most
obliging in anything I had to do with
them, but, Sir, we owe our allegiance 

to our country this evening, and not
to a Company, and whether the Reids
;do or do not take my remarks as
.friendly or otherwise is immaterial.
But, after the Information we
■have dragged from the government in
connection with the operation of the
railway for the past twelve months
and the further information that it is
absolutely necessary to have tabled in
this House before a proper discussion
of these Resolutions can be undertak­
en, I say, even after reading and
diagnosing the figures which we have
received. I am quite convinced that it
is absolutely unnecessary for this
House to vote the million and a half
dollars asked for under those resolu­
tions, and Mr. Chairman, before I have
finished my remarks, and I would like
the men opposite, particularly the lay­
men of the party to follow my remarks
If the analysis which I have made does
not coincide with their analysis, then I
would like them to ask me any ques­
tion which strikes them and see after
I have discussed the matter with them
if they will not agree with me. It is
not my intention, Mr. Chairman to try
and browbeat or bully any man in
this House, on one side or the other,
to vote for or against those Resolu-
tins; but, Sir, I want every man to
realize that a very large number of
people of the different Districts sent
those men here to safeguard the Trea­
sury of this country and to see that
they got proper returns for the money
that is going to be expended. I want
every member of this House, on both
sides, to bear in mind the fact that af­
ter we have debated this question to
the best of our ability, to realize that
if the Government votes to give this
$1,500,000 to the Reid Newfoundland
Company, they are placing a further
burden ' of $30.00 on every family
throughout the length and breadth of
Newfoundland, placing a heavy Durden
upon them, that will take some ex­
plaining. Look what that means. Look
what that $30.00 will come to in thirty 
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years from now. Figure It out with in­
terest and compound interest, and
then I would ask you in all sincerity to
pause and think well. Unless this is
absolutely a party measure, I ask you
men to pause before you decide to vote
away a million and a half dollars of
there have been men in this country
who profess to know the whole thing
about the railway business, what
should be done and what should not be
done at the last session of this House
things were absolutely necessary to be
done at the last session of ths House
One of the things that had to be done
light off, we were assured was the rc-
railing of the railway, and from this
same seat in this House at last session
L made a statement that this was ab­
solutely unnecessary, and I am glad
to be able to say that Sir George Bury,
the man was paid $7,500 to tell you
this, corroborated this statement which
1 made. My frierd over there the Min­
ister of Justice told me, not in this
House, io told me I did not know
anything about. Railway work. Well, I
di* a little Pa’lw&y woiu. with the
Reid New- C.rifrny, and i.e
niiid it was a t.uke. my eecision abon.
re-ra’?.’ng, I air glad to ■'e able to stx'e
that Sir George Bury told me as he al­
so told you, that the re-railing of the
Railway at the present time is not
nceessary. So much for Sir George
Bury's report.

There are a lot of reports, to be
dealt with in this discussion here. We
will take, the Resolutions which were
introduced by the Prime Minister
These I regret to say, do not throw
much further light on the subject. We
have been led to expect that some po­
licy would be outlined and we had
been led to expect some explanation
of how that policy was going to be car­
ried out, and furthermore we had rea­
son to suppose that we would be given
some explanation why the financial
assistance to the enormous amount re­
quired was to be given. We expected,
Sir, that some estimate, some plaus­

ible reason, some plausible excuse
would be given as to why the Treasury
of this country should be asked to
hand out a further sum of a million
and a half dollars to meet the deficit
in the operating expenses of a Railway
Company that' had already contracted
for tho next thrty years to operate
our Railway system. But, we waited in
vain, and after the Prime Minister had
introduced and tabled his Resolutions,
we were as much In the dark as be­
fore they had been brought in. During
the few remarks which he made, some
questions were asked of him informal­
ly across this House, for certain in­
formation, and I will be honest enough
to admit that the Prime Minister was
only too pleased to get this informa­
tion, but sir, he introduced those Re­
solutions and he should have been pre­
pared. This is no small measure, this
vote of a million and a half dollars,
nothing two-penny-half-penny about
it. The Prime Minister would have
saved considerable time if he had come
in here fortified wth all the informa­
tion that was essential for the favor
able reception of those Resolutions by
the members of the Opposition. It is
all very well, Mr. Chairman, for the
members on the Government side of
the House. They are aware of all that
is going on, they have their party
meetings and the Prime Minister, no
doubt, takes them into his confidence
and gives them all the statistics that
are required to give them the neces­
sary assurance that the measure he is
introducing is the only measure that
can be introduced, and that it is in the
best interests of the Country that those
Resolutions should be carried by the
Government. But I am sure you will
realize that we men on this side of the
House, who have not had the same op­
portunity of knowing the real facts in
connection with the railway must in­
sist on getting all the information wo
can before we decide to give our sup­
port to a measure of this kind. Now,
Sir, what are the statements the Prime
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Minister should have brought into this
House when he tabled these Resolu­
tions. Well, in the first place, he told
us he wanted a million and a half dol­
lars to meet the losses on the Railway
in 1921-1922. I, for one, am not prepar­
ed to accept this as a gospel fact. I
contend, Sir, and I think rightly, that
the Prime Minister should have told
us why there is going to be that defi­
cit. The Prime Minister should have
told us what the estimated revenue
would be under the new schedule for
operating the Road from July 1,1921 to
June 30, 1922. He should have told us
or he should have had somebody work
out for him, what the estimated earn­
ing power of that road would be for
1922. When the Resolutions were in­
troduced in an informal way at the
last sitting of this House, I asked the
Prime Minister if he had any idea of
what the estimated revenue and the
estimated expenditure would be for the
year 1921-22. He told me he had not
the figures with him, but he had them
in his possession. Well, Sir, I think
it high time these figures were tab­
led here, because before we can give
the necessary amount of time to intel­
ligently discuss and debate this mat­
ter, we should have every possible fig­
ure that is available, we should know
everything the Government knows, and
by doing that the Government would
be shortening the debate and not pro­
longing it as they are likely to do. The
Prime Minister in introducing those
Resolutions, should have gone a little
more into detail. He should have ex­
plained things much better than he
did, and I say again that the explana­
tion of those Resolutions which he did
give was a disappointment. He should
have informed this House if any part
of the $1,500,000 is to be used in con­
nection with any deficit which may be
made in the operating of their steam­
ers run in connection with the Rail­
way System. He has told us practical­
ly nothing but simply asked us to vote
carte blanche $1,500,000 to meet the 

deficit which he has been told is likely
to cccur. Now, I have no doubt, I am
quite positive there are many on that
side of the House who are just as an­
tagonistic as I am to handing out a
million and a half dollars to meet a
deficit on the operation of the road.
Yes. from the Prime Minister down,
there are men on that side of tha.
House who do not want to vote this
money provided they can see a better
way out. When introducing those Re­
solutions the Prime Minister intimated
that they need not necessarily go thru’
as they were, so Sir, it is up to us to
see what W’e can do. Men on that side
of the House have asked us have we
any Resolutions, do we see any way
out. Well there is a way out, and I
think Sir, before we vote this sum of
a million and a half dollars, we should
analyze them carefully, use our brains,
use our common sense, use what little
ability wre have—and I suppose we
have a little—to solve this problem;
and then, Sir, and then only if there is
no other way out after doing that, let
us safeguard that million and a half
dollars, safeguard it, tie it up so that
not one cent of the money can be usea
or spent in any way except on actual
operation of our Road.

The first question, Sir, that I am
sure strikes the members of this
House, is, have we had sufficient in
formation to lead-ms to suppose that
there is going to be a deficit of a mil­
lion and a half dollars. It seems an
immense sum of money. Let us
think for a moment. What happened
last year under Government control,
Government control is the worst thing
that could happen—so it is said—
lavish expenditure all round. Now
what did we find under Government
control last year? Last year when all
prices were at their zenith, when
coal was worth its weight in gold,
when labour w'as at top notch, when
all the materials used in connection
with the operation of the road were
at top notch price, what did we find?
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A deficit of $1,GOO,000. That deficit
can be explained considerably, and
that is the reason, Sir, why I for one
am not going to vote a million and a
half dollars to meet an anticipated de­
ficit next year, unless the Reid Nfld.
Company are prepared to share their
proportion of that loss. We must bear
In mind, Mr. Chairman, that last
year we ran a tri-weekly service. We
must bear in mind again, that the
price of everything was at its height
including labour. We must remem­
ber that last year we ran a tri­
weekly service across Newfoundland;
we must bear in mind that we ran
four trains daily from St. John’s to
iCarbonear. We must bear in mind
that we ran daily trains on the other
I ranch lines, and then, Sir, we must
take this fact into consideration, that
this year those resolutions only call
for a semi-weekly service across
country, unless the passenger and
freight service demand it. We must
realise that the branch lines, Instead
of a daily service, are giving us a tri­
weekly service. We must also bear in­
mind, Mr. Chairman, that as soon as
the snow comes the branch lines will
be shut down. We must bear in mind
that the line from Humbermouth to
Millertown Junction across the Top­
sails will be closed down. We must
recognize the fact, that the cost of ev­
erything is dropping. I must ask you,
Sir, if it is not right that the mem­
bers on both sides of the House
should realize the fact that there is
bound to be a reduction of at least
twenty-five per cent, on the cost of
opeiating next year. I am sure that
the men on the other side of the
House, after weighing those facts
carefully, and if they are as much in­
terested in Newfoundland as I am,
will not feel justified in voting a mil­
lion and a half dollars this year when
the deficit last year as I stated, was
only $1,GOO,000. There Is bound to
be, and there will be, a big decrease
in the cost of operating on the cur­

tailment of trains alone. Now, if the
contractors at the present time can­
not see their way clear to operate
this road, and they have no other
solution to offer, the best thing for
them to do is to tell the Government
to take the railway, and they will pay
you their forfeit of $250,000, and let
the matter be decided one way or the
other for the future. What’s the use
c£. putting off the evil day. It was a-
mistake, last year, a grave mistake,

’over the Railway Commission to take
over that railway, it was something
that was not authorized by this House
Look at the result We were asked in
this House last year to vote a million
dollars for a specific purpose. There
was no mention of a Commission,
there was no mention of taking over
the railway, we voted that million
dollars for railway purposes and not­
withstanding the remarks .that have
been made from the other side of the
House that the money was not ear­
marked for specific purposes in the
Bill, but I remember distinctly, when
the resolutions were brought down,
and when we were told just how that
money was going to be spent, we were
told that there would be $50,000 for a
terminal at Port aux Basques. I
think that has been done. We were
told that there would be $300,000 for
fish plates; that has not been done,
and I am very glad. We were told
that $150,000 would be spent on ter­
minal improvements in St. John’s
West, that has not been done. If it
had been done it would have given
employment when it was badly need­
ed. We were also told that a certain
amount would be for box cars and flat
cars. Some money has been spent
upon this, and Sir Michael Cashin,
Leader of the Opposition, in his re­
marks here this evening gave a very
good explanation of the way this
money has been spent. That money,
•Sir, has not been spent to the satis­
faction of the Government them­
selves. As to the expenditure mad«.
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by the Commission in relation to
box cars and flat cars being satisfac­
tory I am not in a position to say, but
if the statements which were made
here this evening by the Leader of
the Opposition are correct, then, Sir,
the Railway Commission has no reas­
on to be proud of the way that matter
has been handled.

Now, I am not yet convinced, and I
have very good reason to feel that
hn. members on both sides of the
House are not convinced, and are not
satisfied that the resolutions as they
now stand are the proper solution of
this railway problem. If the Reid
Nfld. Company is not in a position
financially to carry out their con­
tract, what are they prepared to give
us for financial assistance? Their
own interests we have been repeat-
edlj1' informed, have all been mort­
gaged to the Royal Trust Company,
and in the event of there being a de­
ficit of more than a million and a half
dollars, where do we come in? Last
year you know what happened, as
and coal boring operations a million
well as I do. We voted for railway
and a half dollars. When we met
again this year what had we to dt
We were not asked to find the million
and a half which we voted last year,
but we had to put another million and
a half on top of it. Now do we want to
be placed in the same position next
year. If we do not, then it is up to
this House to take the necessary
steps to see that proper precautions

are taken, so that when we meet
again a year hence, as I hope we
may, we won’t be asked to vote three
million instead of the one and a half
we aie nbw asked to vote. I ask
again Sir, in the event of there be­
ing a deficit, what may we expect
from the present Reid Nfld. Company!
I have before me a copy of a question
Which was asked by Sir Michael
Cashin on July 6th, about the Reid
Nfld. Company as to their liability
to pay losses; and I shall read the

answer to the question tabled by the
(Government. It is, and I want you
men on both sides of the House to
digest this. "The Reid Nfld. Company
assure the Government that they will
be in a position, through their bank­
ers, to handle any deficit over a mil­
lion and a half dollars.” Now, Mr.
Chairman, if that is correct, and we
have every reason to suppose it is
correct, why should not this House
ask the Reid Nfld. Company to share a
proportion of the losses on operating
if they are prepared to put up $500,-
000, should the deficit be over a mil­
lion and a half dollars. Would it not,
Sir, be showing a proper spirit if they
came in here and said to the Govern­
ment: “Yes, we are prepared to ac­
cept a share of the losses.” I do not
care what the amount is—10%., 20%
or 50%. But after seeing this state­
ment that they will have available
at least $500,000 I think it is only
right that the Reid Nfld. Company
should be prepared at least to share
twenty-five per cent, of any loss on
operating. It is only in this way. Sir,
that we can have economical opera­
tion. It is only by giving the people
who are responsible, an interest in
the road that we will have economical
operation. Once again, I want to say,
it seems to me that the amount of
a million and a half dollars asked for
is out of all proportion to the services
that will be attempted to be render­
ed, and we must ask ourselves again,
pnd we must keep asking ourselves
until the very last moment, before we
decite to vote for or against those
resolutions, are we justified in pledg­
ing a million and a half dollars out
of the Treasury of this country; are
we justified in giving this to contract­
ors, who should be legally responsible
for the operating of the railway un­
der their contract? Are we justified
’u placing that burden of $30.00 on
every family throughout this country?
If we are, if we decide, to grant this
million and a half dollars, how can
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we reconcile it with the fact that the
country is in a bad state financially?
How can we reconcile it with the fact
that we are cutting the civil servants
salaries? How can we reconcile it with
the fact that we are unable to give
increased pensions to returned dis­
abled soldiers? Those are matters Sir,
that should be weighed carefully, ana
then, if we decide we are able to do it,
then we should also allow the civil
servants a living wage, and we should
not dismiss men from the civil ser­
vice. I know of a case of a man who
has given sixteen years to the civil
service, and who I hear is to be dis­
missed because the Government is go­
ing to retrench. Besides giving 16
years of his life in the civil service,
this man gave his son to fight for us
in France. Would not that son be proud
if he could see to-day the treatment
that is being meted out to his father?
Surely Sir, once this matter is brought
to the attention of the Government it
will be ratified at once. I might say
this man belongs to my district.

Now, we have been asked here to
vote a million and a half dollars. It is
only by repetition of this big sum that
I hope to be able to rub it in. We have
been asked to vote this enormous
amount to make good the losses on'
operating, surely then we are entitled
to some further information. Is it un­
reasonable to ask Mr. Chairman, that
we should be informed of how this
money is going to be spent? Is it un­
reasonable to ask that we should have
a statement here showing the distribu­
tion of the overhead expenses? We
should also be informed of what the
actual operating expenses would be.
And the overhead charges in connec­
tion with the actual operating of the
Railway. The overhead expenses of
salaried men in connection with the
actual operation of the Road should be
segregated from the other interests of
the Reid Newfoundland Company. We
are entitled to know, Sir, what the
salaries or what proportion of the sal­

aries shall be charged up to the actual
operation of the railway, and what
proportion of the other interests . We
should know what proportion of the
purchasing Department expenses is
charged to the operating of the rail­
way, what proportion of the overhead
charges of the electric light plant will
be charged up to actual operation of
the Railway. We should know what
overhead charges in connection with
the Dock and Machine shop will be
charged to Railway operation. I am
not so much interested in what hap­
pened last year as I am in what is go­
ing to happen this year. What is past
is past. But, I see great possibilities
for big overcharging this year in con­
nection with the operating of the Rail­
way, and I submit, it is necessary to
know just where we are before we tie
ourselves down to some hard and fast
policy. Every department should be
credited and debited with everything
that relates to that department. If men
are to go out from the machine shops
to Bay of Islands, then they should go
out on railway tickets—on passes if
you will, but the passes should not be
charged up to operating expenses. The
passes should be charged back to the
machine shop or to whichever depart-
’•rient the man is travelling from. This
is only a very small instance, but what
applies to one thing may apply to an­
other. With the Reid ’ Newfoundland
Company sub-divided as it is now, with
five or six subsidiary Companies, it
would be very easy Sir, without strict
control, without strict supervision.
very easy indeed to lose a million and
a half dollars. In stating just now why
I thought this million and a half dol­
lars of a deficit excessive for the com­
ing year. I forgot to mention a very
important matter. I forgot to mention
the cost of maintenance. We all know,
and I will quote figures to prove it be­
fore I finish here this evening, the
Railway Commission spent very large
sums n improvements and charged it
to operating expenses. I am not talk-
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lug about ballast, I am talking about
the shafts and boilers they put in
steamers, repairs to steamers, and
everything else. The rolling stock and
the road now, if we are to believe
what we are told, the rolling stock and
road is (n very good condition and on
this next year they should save three
hundred thousand dollars. I will give
those figures later on when I come to
them. But if eventually, after fully de­
bating those Railway Resolutions ant.
trying to do the best we can with them
we should decide to give this million
and a half dollars to meet this deficit,
then surely, Sir, it will be up to the
Government to treat that matter as a
Government railway, and it will be up
to them to see that the salaried men,
the salaried men of the Reid New­
foundland Company, are put on the
same scale as to reduction in wages
as the Civil Servants of this country. I
think that would be only right, only
fair, only just and reasonable, because
if we are paying the civil servants
directly, we are paying the salaried
officials of the Reid Nfld. Co. indir­
ectly.

Now, sir, ihe Railway system of this
country is not big enough to warrant
very heavy overhead expenses. Hence
it is, that it is very necessary that
each of the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany interests should be debited with
their proportion of overhead expen­
ses. There is where the great leak­
age can occur. The auditor does not
know such an awful lot about it after
all, because the auditor has to take
the figures which are given him by
the management, and unless there is
a general Manager there who has
tlie implicit confidence of the Govern­
ment, I would not give much for any
figures that may be handed in by any
auditor to this Government, even it
he is emploved by the Government.

Mr. Chairman, the actual operation
of the railway should not require a
very heavy salaried list, and, as I said 

before, if it is the intention to reduce
the Civil Service, then it will be up to
the Government to see that the salar­
ied officials are treated in a similar
manner. No reference, Mr. Chair­
man, is made in the Resolutions with
regard to freight and passenger rates
There is no mention at all in the Re­
solutions about Placentia. I wonder
if when those resolutions' were being
framed, you forgot that Placentia was
over there, also forgot Argentia, the
new terminal. Every other Branch
line in the country is mentioned, and
before those Resolutions go through
I am going to ask that the schedule
for the Placentia Branch be attended
to. With reference to the freight and
passenger rates, there is no provision
made in connection witht his matter,
and the increase or reduction of
freight and passenger rates should
only be undertaken after consulting
and with the approval of the Govern­
ment. I doubt very much, Mr. Chair­
man, after going into the figures that
have been submitted to us, that with
judicious management and proper con
trol we should lose a million and a
half dollars this year on the operation
of the railway; I very much doubt it
indeed. As the Resolutions now
stand, there is no incentive whatever
for economy. How could there be any
incentive for economy where there is
a cheque for a million and a half
guaranteed if you lose it. How can
we provide an incentive for economy.
I am throwing out a suggestion, not
that I expect the Government to con­
sider it, still I am throwing it out
If it is definitely decided that we
have to guarantee the Reid Nfld.
Company against loss up to a million
and a half dollars, or any other
amount, I would make it conditional
sir, that a fair proportion of the salary
of the Management shoould come out
of the savings, I -would suggest that
a bonus be given the management and
the officials of the Reid Newfound­
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land Company, including the conduc­
tors, drivers, brakesman and section
men They should be paid a bonus
out of the amount of money saved
under the million and a half dollars.
In this way, Mr. Chairman, I am sure
you will readily see that every em­
ployee of the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany would have an incentive for
economy; and mind, I think it is not
impossible to save at least half a mil­
lion dollars; if a percentage of what
they save was handed out to the em­
ployees and the officials, and I would
recommend a good percentage on a
pro rata basis be offered to the men
who have to make that undertaking
a success, it would be a great induce­
ment to them to economize and give
the best that is in them. I merely
throw out this suggestion for what it
is worth.

We have been told, Sir, from time
to time—about the condition of the
railway and the improvements that
are required. Last year, as I told you.
it was stated that the rails needed re-
ra'iling. At the time I stated this was
unnecessary, and as I said before, that
statement has been corroborated by
Sir John Bury. We were told that it
was necessary to do a certain amount
in connection with putting on heavier
fish plates, and 5300,000 was ear­
marked last year for that work. Noth­
ing has yet been done. I doubt
if anything will be done now. Probab­
ly, though, if the re-railing of the
road had been undertaken there would
have been a nice little profit in it for
somebody, whoever gets the rake-off.
I would like to be the Agent for those
rails, what a nice little commission
there would be. We will hear nothing
more about re-railing this road until
we go into Confederation, and I hope
and trust that is a long way off.
Other improvements, Mr. Chairman,
have been suggested, such as widen­
ing the dumps, widening the rock
cuts, putting up snow fences, strength­
ening some bridges and lengthening 

others. All very good, perhaps, and
very necessary, but not absolutely
necessary, not important enough to
make us spend that money this year,
any more than there is great neces­
sity to make us put in those fish
plates, and slot the ends of the rails
for 100 miles, as Sir George Bury re­
commended, not necessary at a time
like this when money is so tight, and
I do not think sir, that the Govem-
"ment would be justified in authoriz­
ing expenditure on works of this na­
ture.

As the Resolutions stand now the
Reid Newfoundland Company, with
the consent of the Government, could
and may spend very large amounts of
money on capital expenditure. It’s
all very well to say it will be charged
up against the Reid Newfoundland
Company with interest and that when
it came to a day of reckoning thirty
years hence it would be all right
Well Sir, we might have a great deal
of difficulty in getting that money,
and I do not think that we are justi­
fied in placing any further burdens on
the people of this country at the pre­
sent time. I ask now, are we just­
ified in attending to this 100 miles of
line which Sir George Bury suggest­
ed. I think we have very good rea­
son for not doing it this year becauso
we must realize that last year a tre­
mendous amount of ballast was put
out and a tremendous lot of ties were
held over this section. And both the
Reid Nfld. Co., and the Government
contend that, there will be little traffic
this year. Well, if their predictions
are right, why should we go to work
and spend a lot of money in fixing up
a 100 miles of road. These fish plates
have done very well for twenty odd
years, and surely, until we can get
out of the hole we are in now, it
would not be advisable to spend a lot
of money on this kind of work. These
cries for improvements may be all
false alarms just as were the emphat­
ic statements that it was absolutely 
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necessary last year to rerail the
Road, and that it was absolutely ne­
cessary to have that Terminal in St.
John’s West.

Now I have here an extract from the
Government Railway Commission’s
Report, signed by the Hon. Mr. Coak­
er, Minister of Marine and Fisheries
of the Railway Commission, and Mr.
T. A. Hall, Secretary. Those Gentle­
men say, and I want you to digest
this:—

“On one point your Commission are
thoroughly in accord, and that is that
dual Control must cease. There is a
diversity of interest and where these
exist, satisfactory results can not be
obtained.

“The coming year is likely to be a
more trying one than that through
which we have passed, and it is
thought that the traffic receipts will
only be a moiety of what they have
been this year. Consequently, great
retrenchments in expenditure, involv­
ing reductions in forces, pay, train ser­
vices and avoidance of new con­
struction must be made. The onus
of any losses arising must fall di­
rectly upon the parties most inter
ested namely,—the railway Contract­
or; only in this way will they be
careful of expenditure.

"The raising of rates and fares and
the provision of large subsidies
should be made to reduce the losses,
and there the Government’s liability
should cease.

“(Signed) W. F. COAKER,
T. A. HALL.”

Your own Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, the man who was there in
charge of that railway for the last
twelve months, tells us that the onus
of any losses arising must fall directly
upon the parties interested, namely
the Railway Contractors, and he says
that only in this way will they be care­
ful of expenditure, which means that
they will be economical in running the
road That is the reason that I threw
out the suggestion just now of how 

there should be an incentive given to
the employees and the management to
save money, to run it economically;
and I think this would be better
brought about if the Reid Company
were made to bear, as they should, at
.least twenty-five per cent, of the loss.

I do not think that the Chairman,
meant that we should vote a million
and a half dollars as a subsidy, did
you, Mr. Minister? Did you antici­
pate when you made that recommen­
dation that this House would be cal-
fed upon to vote a million and a half
dollars? I want you to give me an
answer: Yes or No?

HON. MR. COAKER—Do you want
an answer?

MR SULLIVAN—Yes. If you please.
HON. MR. COAKER—We certainly

did not.
MR. SULILVAN—When this mat­

ter was being introduced here on
Tuesday evening I made a few re­
marks across the House in an im­
promptu manner, and the Prime Minis­
ter was good enough to take them up
and get the answers. One of the re­
marks I made at the time was in con­
nection with the Directors’ Fees, but it
did not relate, Sir, to the Directors’
tees under the Railway Commission.
■It related to them under this year’s
contract, 1921-22. I have been inform­
ed that no salary or Directors’ fees of
any kind hod been paid to Mr. H. D.
Reid or Mr. R. G. Reid last year and I
believe that is quite correct, but I want
to know what proportion of Director’s’
Fees and salaries of the Management
this year will be charged up to the
railway operation account, or will the
operating account be saddled with all
the Directors’ fees, present manage­
ment salaries and then a general
Manager brought in at a very heavy
salary also? I do not think Mr. Chair­
man, with all due respect to the Gov­
ernment,, that this is the right year
to bring in a General Manager and
impose that heavy burden on the 
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country. While I recognize we should
have a General Manager over that Reid
Newfoundland Company, a man in
whom the Government could have
implicit confidence, I do not think it
is necessary for the Government to
go outside this country to get a Gen­
eral Manager. I have every respect
for Mr. Powell; but whether it would
he advisable, if the Reid Nfld. Co.
continue to operate the road to put
Mr. Powell there as the representa­
tive of the Government or not, I do
not say, but if I was the owner of that
Railway and wanted a General Man­
ager, John Powell would be good en­
ough for me. But I am afraid that
a General Manager appointed by the
Reid Nfld. Co., with the approval of
the Government, will be no good, and
you mark what I am tellng you now.

There is another matter, Sir, I would
like to get some light on, perhaps the
chairman of the Commission would
give me the information. If not he
may tell us to-morrow or next day. It
■would be most interesting information,
perhaps the members on the Govern­
ment side know already, I do not, nor
the men on this side. We would like
to know how the $100,000, the propor­
tionate loss which the Reid Newfound­
land Company agreed to pay on last
year’s operating Contract, was paid.
Was it paid in actual Cash, or if it
was put up as a set off to stores, or if
it was a credit on account of Officials’
Salaries. I do not know whether the
late Chairman of the Commission
would be able to answer that question
or not. If he could I would be very
glad to have the information.

HON. MR. COAKER—It has been
deducted under contra account, we
owe them certain sums for stores.

MR. SULLIVAN—Well! We intend
Sir, to find out presently what these
contra accounts were. Before the de­
bate on these resolutions finishes
there is a lot of other information I
would like to get, and I am going to
ask some questions here this even­

ing, when the House adjourns, in the
usual way, about the amount paid for
light, heat and power, and several
things. But I was most anxious to
know how that $100,000 was paid.
Now I am going to make some charges
I contend that the deficit brought
about by mis-management and by the
mis-spending of money’s. Money was
spent that should not have been spent,
too many trains were run to handle the
traffic, trains were held up continual
ly through bad management, through
bad crossing orders, and it was only
quite recently, when your expert was
brought down here, you held up an
express two hours to give him a cross­
ing. Considerable time was lost that
•"ay, too many special trains were
run; too many by far. All those things
added up and eventually they ran into
thousands and thousands of dollars.
Not only were private special trains
run, but all other luxuries, necessary
tor a pleasant and enjoyable outing,
were put on those trains, and the tax
payer paid for it. In not one instance
did a person, having a private car, pay
one cent for it, and furthermore, as 1
stated, the luxuries that were put on
that train, what were they charged
up against the Operating Expenses,
they were charged up against the
Dining Car account, and this is still
going on. If we give this million and
a half dollars this year, the line will
be run as it was last year, and are
we prepared to allow this sort of
thing to go on? No wonder the los­
ses are fabulous. This country is
passing through a very trying period
financially, and if we go ahead pledg­
ing immense sums without knowing
where the money is going to come
from—we are making matters much
worse What did you do last year?
You did not try to hold the trade, you
turned it away from your doors, you
put up the prices on passenger tick­
ets and made it possible for only the
rich man to travel. You put up your
prices on freight. The consequence 
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was that steamers got it all. Now it
is up to the management to cut freight
End passenger rates. A certain num­
ber of trains wll have to be run, get
busy and get back the passenger ser­
vice of nearly a million dollars that
you had in the good days if you hope
to ever get this thing on a working
basis again.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Chair­
man. the Resolutions before the House
to-night in connection with the Rail­
road of the country, are, in my judg­
ment, and possibly in the judgment of
all hon. members of this House, am­
ong the most serious problems that
Newfoundland has had to grapple with
for years. I pitied the Prime Minister
last Tuesday when he was forced to
introduce Resolutions in this House
which he absolutely disbelieved in.
He brought in here a report from the
Government Engineer, which was
most uninteresting, as were other
figures laid before us, and to my mind
are absolute camouflage. These fig­
ures, so far as I can see, are given
with only one intention, to cover up
the whole case, and in dealing with
those Railway Resolutions to-night I
also want to deal with the Prime Min­
ister’s Budget and the financial posi­
tion of Newfoundland in the future. I
don’t want to stand up to-night and
lay a lot of blame on the Government,
which I could very easily and truth­
fully do. The management of affairs
by them for the past twenty months
has been simply awful. Never in the
historv of this country was misman­
agement so pronounced as at the pre­
sent moment, under this Government.
If any of you hon. gentlemen give this
matter serious attention you will be
as dumbfounded as I am, absolutely
dumbfounded. It has been said in this
House recently that high revenues
were tiie result of inflated prices. One
time I was more or less inclined to
believe that, but I don’t believe it 

now. It helped a little no doubt, but
tl>e real cause was that the earning
power of our people was so great that
they were able to import more stuff
and consume a greater amount of
stuff, and this helped to increase the
Revenue much more than what we call
inflated war prices. Now I would
like to read this statement to the hon.
gentlemen in this House just to show
them what has taken place in our
country for the past nineteen years.
These figures are perhaps not inter­
esting in debate, but they are facts
that we can’t get away from. I would
like my hon. friend, Mr. Coaker, who
wants to vote a million and a half dol­
lars away to the Railroad, to listen to
me to-night. I want his attention very
seriously, because I am going to show
him to-night where he is going to get
off. In 1900 this Colony was called up­
on to collect a Revenue of $2,111,038,
and her total trade that year was ap­
proximately sixteen millions, imports
87,497,1.47 and exports $8,027,576. Now
it took, to get a Revenue of $2,111,638,
practically a trade of sixteen millions
of dollars in imports and exports. In
1901 we find a Revenue of $2,060,581;
imports and exports together were
just $15,800,000; imports $7,476,503,
exports $S,359,978.
COMPARATIVE REVENUE STATE­

MENT.
Year. Revenue. Imports. Exports.
1900 $2,111,638 $7,497,147 -8,627,576
1901 2.060,581 7,476,503 8,359.978
1902 2.193,526 7,836,685 9,552,524
1903 2.328,044 8,479,944 9,976,504
1904 2,513.633 9,448,664 10,381,897
1905 2,574,069 10,279,293 10,669,342
1906 2,660,805 10,414,274 12,086,276
1907 2,750,691 10,426,040 12,101,161
1908 2,829,019 11,516,111 11,815,769
1909 2,947,869 11,402,337 10,848,913
1910 3,447,989 12,799,696 11,824,997
1911 3,527.126 13,383,910 11,975,747
1912 3,736,456 14,733,490 13,874,809
1913 3,919,040 16,012,365 14,672,889
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1914 3.618,329 15,193,726 15,134,543
1915 3,252.631 12,350,786 13,136,880
1916 4.600.272 16,427,336 18,969,493
1917 5,206,648 21,318,310 22,381,762
1918 6,540,083 26,892,946 30,153,217
1919 9,535,725 33,297,184 36,784,616

All of that was due, no doubt, to the
big trade In 1920 our Revenue, if I
am not wrong, Mr. Prime Minister,
was somewhere about $10,500,000, and
our total trade then, according to the
Prime Minister’s Budget, was approxi­
mately $70,000,000. But where are we
now ? Have we any idea of what we are
really facing? Are we going to walk
blindfolded into a pit? Before dealing
any further with these Railway Re­
solutions, 1 want to say that, if I were
the Reid Company, I doubt very much
if I would take the $1,500,000 offered
by the Government, unless they gave 

ine a cheque in the morning; I would
not leave it any longer. I know it is
no use my talking to the Executive
Government any longer, but I want
the laymen of the party to listen to
me, I want them to listen to the fig­
ures I am going to read now, and then
perhaps they can tell me where wo
are going to get a million and a half
dollars to give to the Reid Newfound­
land Company. If they can tell me
that, I am ready to listen to them. But
I defy any man who stands on two
feet in this House to tell me how it is
going to be done. These are startling
figures, they make one think. Our
imports were jumping all the time for
these years, simply because money
was going around here, people didn’t
know the value of it, everybody was
buying and that drove values away up.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF IMPORTATIONS.

Cabinet Wares
China and Earthenware
Clocks and Watches
Confectionery
Cordage 
Cottons  ......................
Dry Goods
Fancy Wares .
Flour, (brls.)
Glassware
Groceries . ...................
Gasoline, etc. (gals.)
Kerosene, (gals.) 
Milk
Medicine
Meats, Canned, (oz.)
Meats, Fresh, (lbs.)
Meats, Polutry, etc., (lbs.)
Meats, Sausages, (lbs.) 
Meats, Smoked Hams, etc., (lbs.) ....
Meats, Hams and Dried Salted, (lbs.)-.
Meats, Dried Salted Beef, (lbs.) .. ..
Meats, Beef, Salted, (brls.)
Meats, Pig Jowls, etc., (brls.)
Meats, Pork, (brls.)
Machines and Machinery

1914-15 1918-19 1919-20
$35,861 $162,543 $170,640

17.630 76,771 115,082
11,501 40,637 38,206
55,829 311,453 429,430
18,591 56,913 134,182

231,206 778,757 987,835
287,877 989,763 1,369,698

27,162 75,722 91,953
380,000 255,913 443,854

40,000 114,000 121,297
139,000 388,584 509,596
270,142 1,251,325 1,234,804

1,463,314 2,382,882 2,020,726
30,448 166,991 258,384
87,837 279,660 333,382

1,708,795 4,487,658 10,738,958
876,370 1,150,761 2,301,643
111,300 94,233 151,399
33,876 76,939 85,648
87,640 80,625 101,490

347,249 636,351 699,154
69,907 .63,609 64,570
26,081 23,066 37,579

3,615 5,447 3,944
21,363 31,570 27,523

340,866 1,751,381 1,505,136
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Molasses, (gals.) 
Musical Instruments
Hardware, 35 per cent
Indian Rubber Goods
Leatherware..........................1
Automobiles
Oatmeal, etc., (lbs.)
Paints
Paper Hangings
Perfumery
Readymades...........................................
Small Wares
Soap
Spirits, (gals.)
Stoves 
Sugar (lbs.)
Tea, (lbs.) 
Tinware
Tobacco, (lbs.)
Cigars 
Cigarettes
Tweeds, etc
Wines, (gals.)
Women's Dress Goods ... ._

These are not my figures; these
are the official figures of the New­
foundland Government taken out of
the wreckage. Now let us look at the
year that is before us and see our
trade. Take Mr. Coaker’s own fig­
ures and his own ideas, and the
Prime Minister’s that he has in the
back of his head. I ask you, Mr.
Coaker, do you think that for the
coming year our voyage of fish will
be anything over $1,500,000 quintals.
That will be a big voyage if we get
it. What do you estimate will be the
price per quintal for that?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES—That’s a difficult ques­
tion to answer.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—No it is not.
Let me tell you that if we get eight
dollars a quintal for an average catch
it will be a marvellous price.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I agree with you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—We agree

663,777 1,189,778 1,036,165
11,824 66,012 83,662

145,443 493,839 662,494
144.590 522,339 646.994
132,1 SS 522,994 592,454

16.487 232,774 278,075
1,061,421 6,786,104 799,315

92,314 264,465 374,771
20,491 115,599 • 57,199

6,976 33,467 45,285
207,296 874,515 1,236,390
183,000 432,850 583,220
50,000 162,714 223,899
57,229 9,973 13,825

9,654 35,256 70,820
8,258,705 12,529,689 13,972,232

981,000 1,212,117 1,440,671
16,633 110,477 119,710

119.417 163,048 199,758
5,825 11,624 9,130
2,125 5,941 3,714

85,913 404,818 609,068
7,757 1,664 9,089

59,590 284,886 352,573

upon that, it will be a marvellous
price, and it will mean twelve millions
of dollars, and if ^ve get from other
sources three or four millions it is
going to be a big amount. Suppose,
for argument sake, we say our trade
is sixteen millions and our exports
another sixteen millions, mind you I
am giving big figures because if that
will not happen, will that really give
us $3,618,000? I want to try and get
you to see that you are on the break­
ers, dr that you will be on the break­
ers if something is not done. I say
we are on the breakers now definite­
ly, no more looking to get on them.
We are there, and you tvill agree with
me if you are intelligent enough to
see it. Then suppose I get good-
natured and say, take your three mil­
lions plus your surtax, plus your sales
tax, and allow a million and a half
on it; this is a big allowance, but I
want to be on the safe side. Take 
that and add it together and it brings 
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you up to five or six millions of dol­
lars of revenue. I am allowing you
to add a million and a half for your
sales tax and surtax. The Hon. Prime
Minister in his Budget estimates the
revenue of the colony will he $8,404,-
000, and your expenditure $8,307,000,
leaving a balance of $96,704.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That inludes the anticipated Civil Ser­
vice reduction.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE__-Yes, I un­
derstand that, but my argument is
that you estimate this revenue, but
you can’t do enough trade and you
can’t tax the people enough to go
within three millions of dollars of it.
It is not a case of my just getting up
and making this charge; I have the
facts to prove conclusively that it can-
hot be done. There is no use in us
fooling ourselves any longer. .Big
mistakes have been made in the past
and we should not undertake any new
expenditures that we cannot bear.
That’s the position we are in to-day.
Now, let me ask you, -where do you
propose, Sir, to get that million and a
half dollars to give the Reid Nfld.
Company to run the railroad the com­
ing year,? Where do you think you
can find it to operate the colony?
That’s what you are facing now, and
you can’t get away from it. The Hon.
the Prime Minister told us here on
Tuesday, that he has this particular
$1,500,000 reserved as I take it, ear­
marked out of the loan for the opera­
tion of the railroad the present year.
Well, what are we going to do about
all the other money we owe? Where
are we going to get the money to
build that road to Badger? Where are
we going to get money to pay for pit
props. 1 hope you get some returns
from them. Where are we going to
get the money for all this relief that
is given out, that nobody can tell yet
what it cost the colony? Where are
you going to get the money to pay in 

the very near future for the fishery
supplies? As sure as you live, as I do,
you are in hope of getting it back, but
not one man in this House believes
that we will get the half back of what
we sent out. I want some man to tell
me where this money is £oing to be
found; I don’t think it can be found
and I don't know anyone who can
prove the contrary. Yes, I am a
pessimist if you like, and a pity for
the country that there are not some
other pessimists besides me. I say this
colony could not produce a revenue
last year cf eleven million dollars,
and the man who brought in that
Budget was a man in a dream, abso­
lutely in a trance; and the men who
lavishly squandered that money were
in a trance with him. I ask you, Mr.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
would you, if you could have fore­
seen the future as we see it to-day,
have allowed what has gone on to
take place? I know you would not, I
believe you would not have done it,
but you are going to do the same
thing again this year if you are not
watched. Do you, Sir, who comfe
from the North, with your hon. mem­
bers standing by you in this House,
can you tell us clearly and conscien-
tiously that you know there will be
enough revenue produced to carry
this colony on this year? Now, Mr.
Coaker, it is down to man and man
with you and I to-night. Do you be­
lieve for one minute it is possible to
produce a revenue of $8,400,000 in this
colony the coming year? Do you be­
lieve it, Sir?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHEIlTES.-—It is a difficult matter
to answer.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—No, it is not
a difficult matter. Manhood asserts
itself in even you and I once in a
while. You know in your innermost '
soul we cannot produce that revenue,
and what’s the use of your fooling the 
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country? We can’t produce this re­
venue,, it is utterly impossible. You
cannot get away from the fact that
the revenue for this colony the past
years was the money earned by the
toiler, and earned by the soldier who
spent his money in St. John’s.

The more I look at this railroad
policy, the more I am convinced that
there is a nigger in the wood pile
somewhere in this job. I really be­
lieve there is a little black fellow
somewhere. Take it from me now,
-here must have been some ulterior
motive for money being thrown about
right and left without any hesitation
whatever. Is it because of that old
chap they thought so much about
here, who we always beard about in
an election campaign? Have they
really put his silk hat on at last? Has
he arrived here? I think he has. His
name is Confederation. You may
smile about it, Mr. Prime Minister,
but my hon. friend the Minister ot
Marine and Fisheries knows as well
as I do that is what we are coming
to. You may talk, if you like, about
annexing us to America. We don’t
want to be annexed to the United
States. We don’t want Confederation
with Canada. We want to live as
we have always lived, we want to live
in our own home, our own birhtright.
Are you going to continue this mad
expenditure over to Canada? We are on
the rocks for ever and ever, so far
as Newfoundland is concerned finan­
cially, and I defy any man to contra­
dict me. This is not Crosbie’s dream
or imagination. These are the official
figures of the Government which
cannot and will not be denied.

Now the Prime Minister wants to
hand over this million and a half
to the Reids. Some chap from Can­
ada comes down here, by the name
of Sir George Bury. He arrives at
Sydney, crosses over to Port aux
Basques, is met by Mr. T, A. Hall,
Government Engineer, with all offi­
cial documents, we are told, of the 

railroad to study on the way across
and study the track. He arrives in
St. John’s, then he goes down to
Argentia and looks at it; he then takes
rhe extreme end and goes down to
Grate’s Cove. Then he comes back
to St. John’s. I heard somebody say
to-night, I don’t know whether it 13
correct or not, that he got $7,500 for
the job. Was that 'what he was paid?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
think it was $7,500.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Well, the
Lord deliver us. We sit here for
weeks and weeks and serve our coun-
try foi a paltry thousand dollars, ant-
sir George Bury can butt in, take
$7,500 and go away and laugh at us.
A 14-year old boy could write that re­
port of Sir Ccorge Bury’s. He travels
over the railroad and in half a dozen
vords he gives us a report that any­
body couid have given us. And this Is
the report that cost us $7,500. We
don’t know the value of money at all.
We are gone mad, we are money mad.
We are are squander maniacs of the
worst class. When a man like Sir Geo.
Bury can be invited down for a week
and got $7,500, well it is enough to
make any man’s blood boil. We send
our own men to the woods and to the
roads and tell them $2.50 per day is
enough for them. I am going to read
this railway report of Sir George
Bury’s I can’t help reading this $7,500
report. May I ask what is meant
Mr. Prime Minister, by “all public
utilities.”

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Well, I really don’t know, but I would
conclude that he meant such public
utilities as the railroad, the steamers,
rhe public telegraphs, and such mat­
ters.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Oh you think
he means all these? Is he an authori­
ty on steamers, telegraph service and
all that kind of thing.”

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
don’t know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—What impu­
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dence had he to put it in here then?
Boes this report mean, Mr. Coaker,
that we are going to spend any more
money? Does Bury advise us spending
any more money on the railroad out­
side of the 51,500,000 to operate it. Is
it your intention to go on spending
and squandering money? I£ it is I
thing it ought to be stopped. Who
were the officials on the railroad who
estimated the loss at two millions?
Who were the officials who told Bury
that? Where did they come from? Do
you know anything about them Mr.
Coaker?

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Reid’s men.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Oh, Reid’s
men. Ahem. This man tells us every­
thing is gone. He tells us that the
railroad to-day will not carry about
half of what it carried last year. I
estimate that you won’t carry within
00% of what you carried last year.
Isn’t that right? There you are, that’s
the trouble. What does Bury know
about Newfoundland and a hopeful
outlook? What does Sir George Bury
know about a hopeful outlook in New­
foundland? He got $7,500 out of it,
that’s what is amusing me. Well if
Reids can’t operate the railroad now
can they take any part of the loss? If
they have any money after the mil­
lion and a half, why should they not
bear a proportion of this million and
a half7 Why should we Jie down and
let them take it and do as they like
with it? Sure, anybody could tell us
to do that. Anybody at all, could tell
ns that we ought to take up the rails
on the Fortune Bay Branch. We know
it is not operating and that it is no
good there. We know that, but Sir
George Bury must come down and tell
us about it. I would like him to tell
us when the money is going to be
available. I would have paid him my­
self for that information. I don’t
know it, neither does he nor anybody
else. Seventy-five hundred dollars for
this Report, thank you. Now, Mr. Coa 
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ker, have you for one sane moment
thought about those railway resolu­
tions? Have you seen them at all?
Are these resolutions Sir George
Bury’s idea? Why, my dear man, it is
an insult to you and those associ­
ated with you. What is it? Here it Is
in a nutshell. You operated that rail­
road last year at full speed. You had
trains going everywhere. You had
special trains, you had your own train,
you put on a daily express to Bona-
vista with a sleeper on. You went
around everywhere and you had a full
staff of men on, and you managed to
lose $1,525,000. I presume that was
operating the steamers also wasn’t it?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—No.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Oh, the
steamers weren’t in it? Do you mean
to say that the $1,625,000 did not in­
clude the steamers?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—No.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Well, the
steamers made a separate loss.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—No, I don’t think they
have lost very much.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—But were
they for the Government Commission
or what?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The Commission oper­
ated them.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—So you really
operated the steamers last year in con
junction with the railroad. Well, you
know, we had steamers going every­
where. There was a steamer from
Port Union down to White Bay, there
was the Earl of Devon from Lewis-
porte to White Bay, there was another
one running down the North and South
side of Green Bay, Susu running,
steamers running from the West—all
of that was going on and you operat­
ing the railroad last year full swing,
and you dropped under your manage­
ment $1,625,000. You did all of this 
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and yet you come into this House now
with these resolutions and tell us you
want a million and a half. The Gov­
ernment wants this House to vote a
million and a half to operate that rail­
road, hut we are going to cut practical­
ly halt the service out. You operated
it all last year, but you only lost-$l,-
625,000. They are going to cut every­
thing out that they possibly can, and
yet they ask us boldly for a million
and a half to operate a railroad. We
are a joke. I shall never vote for that
million and a half to go to the Reid
Newfoundland Company. I will abso­
lutely oppose it, because I think the
thing is indecent. This year the
steamers are not going to be in the
contract. We will give them a million
and a half dollars to operate the rail­
road, cut down half the service, pay
men off, turn men off, and they can
lay it up for three months and we are
going to pay them a million and a half.
I don’t believe you are seriously con­
templating that, not seriously con­
templating giving the Reid Newfound­
land Company a million and a half of
the Colony’s money to operate a half
service, as you state in your resolu­
tions Why we are a dream. Are you
going to be a party to that, Mr. Coak­
er? No, you are not. I have been de­
ceived in you once or twice, but don’t
do it any more. You are surely not
going to vote that million and a half,
when certain operations are going to
be cut off. Take our friend over there
who spent money lavishly, who trav­
elled everywhere, who had special
trains going. I don’t object to that, I
don't care whether he goes to Catalina
in a private car or freight train. It
doesn’t bother me that way, but with
everything operating and everything
going at full speed, all you could lose
on the steamers and trains was ?1,-
625,000, and now you want to cut the
railway in two and ask us for a mil­
lion and a half. I can’t understand it.
Frightful stuff, and then we are asked
to go to work and deliver over ?l,500,~

000 to the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany. I don’t care whether it is to
the Reids, it makes no difference to
me as far as I am concerned personal­
ly. All I can say is that when I was
Minister of Shipping, H. D. Reid and
R. G. Reid did all they could to assist
me, and I know that at that time it
cost them money. I know the Govern­
ment I was associated with gave them
so much money to complete contracts
that were not adjusted. I always felt
that they were entitled to a certain
amount and that they should be con­
sidered, but you are going to the fair
altogether with it, absolutely gone mad
We can’t do this Mr. Coaker. Are we
going to deliberately sell the country
out? Are we sitting here to-night with
the full intention of passing it.over? I
made a charge in this Houes and I re­
peat this charge now, that there is a
Confederate in the Executive Govern­
ment who will tell'you he is an “anti.”
but his actions prove him a Confeder­
ate. Do you know that gentleman, Mr.
Coaker? You know yourself that you
see nothing before this Colony now
only Confederation, and you know
she has got to go into Confederation,
and you think the crowd on this side
of the House want to get hold of her
when she does go there to get the
plums out of it when she does go in.
That assertion has been made by you.
sir, and I say that you are the gen­
tleman who is sitting up all night to
send Newfoundland to Confederation.
But, thank God for one thing. Neither
you, nor your Executive, nor the Prime
Minister associated with you, can put
her in because the voice of the people
must speak first. The voice of the peo
pie will have to be heard. Canada wih
not take you in no matter how far
down you may get. You will not have
the power to put her in till you go
back to the people whom you betray­
ed hopelessly by over expenditure and
extravagance of the worst type. You
will have to go back to them and thej
will have the final say, and I can see 
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that time ahead now, when every man
who thinks his seat in this House is
secure, will have to bundle and go
What a pity you have been led astray.
What a pity, sir, that you have be­
trayed the men of the North who stood
by you and whom you betrayed, per­
haps unknowingly, but it is too late.
Yes, Mr .Halfyard, I would hide right
behind that curtain if I were you.
Hide yourself away now because I can
see the day when you will run away.

HON. MR. HALFYARD—I would
like to do it now.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I believe you
would.

HON. MR. HALFYARD—You are too
noisy.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—It’s a pity you
are so Quiet. It’s a pity you have a vote
to throw the money of this colony
away. I can understand why Mr.
Halfyard and possibly Dr. Barnes
will stick to his government when they
know that government is in jeopar­
dy. I can understand their position
exactly. No man can tell me that we
are not on the brink of a precipice.
You can produce no man to tell us
the Colony can be saved from the
state she now finds herself in, am
the final touch is the railway resolu­
tions. Dr. Barnes you are on a high
pedestal with some people in this
country who have a certain regard for
you and I believe that you know
right from wrong, and when some­
thing wrong is being done they trust
you to take a stand for your country

I want to ask you now to-night do
you think you are playing the part of
a man when you propose to sacrifice
a million and a half dollars to the
Reids. It was only a few years ago
you denounced the Reids. Have you
changed your opinion of the railroad
policy’ I ask you that question now,
have you really, Sir, changed your
opinion of the operation of the rail­
road to-day any more than you did a
few years ago ? No you haven’t chang­
ed a bit, silence gives consent. I won­

der what is the price you are being
paid for sacrificing your country. I
wonder if somebody is not paying
somebody else to allow her to go over.
That's how it looks now. Last year
Mr. Coaker said we are going to run
this road economically. You Mr. Tar-
gett, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Jones and all
the rest of you, no passes for you,
none whatever, you can never have a
railroad pass. Mr. Coaker was not en­
titled to give you a pass, neither was
he entitled to stop it. That pass was
never any compliment from the Reid
Nfld. Co., you got your pass because.
you were a member, but the hon. mem­
ber for Bonavista wouldn’t give you a
pass,,but he gives $7,500 to Sir George
Bury to come "down and say "how do
you do; good evening.” Anything
that comes in here with any kind of
a hat on it. or a long coat or a good
looking mackintosh, always can get
mere than the man who is living
here in his own country. They al­
ways come here empty but they al­
ways go away with something from’
the Government or somebody else.
And this is the last touch. We want
money for everything but we give
Sir George Bury $7,500 for comtng
down here, and mind you, he was so
pleased with the railroad, so pleased
with his reception here, that he said,
‘T prefer, now, sailing on the Rosa­

lind; I won’t go over the line any
mere.” and I have no' doubt the Gov­
ernment bought his ticket for him,
and he went by the Rosalind, not by
the train. He didn’t want to see that
any more or hear of it.

I say the Hon. Minister of Marine &
Fisheries has only one intention in his
mind, no matter what he says on the
other side of the House, I assert that
he has become a Confederate and this
is a part of a scheme to put this Colony
into Confederation. Now I make that
assertion and I defy contradiction of
it, because the hon. member talked it
over with me on the Adriatic coming
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out and told me there wag no hope
only Confederation.

HON. MR, COAKER—I didn’t say so.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Why don’t

you try and save her from going into
it? You are to-night putting her into
it, then you must be a Confederate and
I brand you now as a Confederate.

HON. MR. COAKER—You said a
dozen times to-night that she is going
there.

STR JOHN CROSBIE—Yes, and I say
you are doing your best to put her
there as fast as you can. I say it
emphatically, that you and the Ex­
ecutive Government are out shoving
her along as fast as you can, afraid
phe is not going fast enough to suit
you. Instead of a twelve-knot boat
not to convey her you would like to
have a thirty-knot boat.

HON. MR. COAKER—She is not go­
ing as fast as that.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Isn’t she go­
ing as fast ns that. Nobody knows bet­
ter than you how fast she is going."

HON. MR. COAKER.—It won’t be
with my help.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Sure you’re
at it overtime. You don’t take the or­
dinary 12-hour day at it, you are going
the 22-hour. Aren’t these Resolutions
a sample? Didn’t you admit to me
to-night that you couldn’t get a rev­
enue beyond five or six millions and
your expenditure is going into nine.
What is that hut driving her to the
wall. What are you going to do
about it. Get out and get a construe-.
five policy, get. out into the centre of
this House and I will tell you some­
thing that you can do; how to run the
railroad. I am at the stage now when
I think it is time something should be
done.

HON. MR. COAKER—If we went
with you could you run her for less?

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Well, with
your experience attached to me I
might possibly do it. I would not like
.to go there at all without you. I would
not like to attempt it without you.”

HON. MR. COAKER—If I thought
you could run it on a policy of half a
million I would join you.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Half million
dollars? Easy. Now are you ready to
come over? No, you daren’t come
over because they have you. You dar­
en’t come over. You are running the
railroad like you ran the F.P.U. You
ran the railroad on an unbusiness like
basis and you are running the F.P.U.
and anything else you took hold of,
iike the Fishery Regulations, in the
same way, and that’s why I am talk­
ing to-night. You don’t deny any of
that.

HON. MR. COAKER—I have my own
opinion.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Well, that’s
what I am using I don’t have to use
my opinion at all. Facts are facts
and you can’t get clear of them.
"'here is no need to use my opinion,
you know yourself what is happen­
ing, you know what is going on. I
make that statement; shall I repeat
it?

HON. MR. COAKER—That doesn’t
prove it.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I say that ev­
erything you have touched in connec-
Tion with fish, in connection with the
Railroad, in connection with other
matters, has not been done in a busi­
ness like way and has not been finan­
cially and properly run. I know it.
Surely Heavens, I can’t help knowing
what’s going on, what everybody is
talking about, and that’s the reason I
say to you to-night that you ought re­
consider this Railway problem and
not run the country on the rocks like
you are doing. .Mr. Higgins rightly
says that you ought to be intelligent
enough to know that. He says that
you can run her at a loss of possibly
half a million.. You ran her last year
with fbll speed on and you only lost
$1,625,000.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
•FISHERIES—She lost $200,000 in Ap­
ril. At that rate where is she going?
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SIR JOHN CROSBIE—What do you
mean by that loss of $200,000?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—You would want to be
mighty smart to cut it down to $50,-
000 a month.

SIR JOHN CRf Sl'IE—You know,
.Mr. Coaker, that the months of April
and May are not no months to be
’••ken seriously into consideration?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Wet' wv hawm l done
■■ hat.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Yes, but you
know, Mr. Reid, with ei’ Hue Jtspect
to him. has been entirely too brilliant
for the bunch of you, especially the
Prime Minister, who thought H. D.
Reid was slow. I never thought it at
any time. He tied the Prime Minister
into a knot and he took charge of the
Railroad and now he is going to take
charge of the million and a half, after
twenty months. Now, let me read you
a part of Mr. Squires’ Manifesto.

Did you ever read this Mr. Barnes?
But I suppose each man had a Mani­
festo of his own. Little did the present
Prime Minister imagine’ it was about?
himself he was telling the story. Reid
has got him in the mess and Instead of
treating him like the landlord treats
the tenant, making him keep the house
m repair, well Mr. Reid says to the
landlord, get up you landlord, get up
you Prime Minister, get up you At­
torney-General, get up all you gentle­
men in the Executive including Hon.
ibe Minister of Marine and Fisheries;
get up all of you, I want this house
put in repair, I am only the tenant.
you get up and put her in repair.
What Mr. Squires says was Mr. Reid’s
duty, to-day Mr. Reid is making the
Hon. the Prime Minister and his Gov­
ernment do. Is that correct, Mr.
Coaker? That’s the answer. Now let
us come to another question. The
other day I picked up a report and in
that report the first thing I saw was
the transfer of $4,800,000 worth of
property to the Royal Trust Company 

under a chattel mortgage from the
Electric Light and Power Company
the Reid Nfld. Products Co. (I
think), the Dock Company, and some
other company connected with mines
and forests, whatever it was. How did
the Reids get the right to do that.
Who gave him that right, Mr. Attorney
General? Wasn’t there an amendment
to the Companies Act brought in here
lest year? Didn't it give him this
right?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
No.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Excuse me,
I will produce the goods. They could
not transfer anything until you chang­
ed the Act and in changing the Act it
simply made it, instead of two-thirds
being necessary, you made it the
majority of shareholders, and that’s
what you allowed Mr. H. D. Reid to
do. You can’t deny that. According
to you we have no'authority over the
Reids any more? Who gave it away?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
don’t know.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Do you
mean to tell us to-night that we have
no more rights over that Railroad,
that Reid can do as he likes with it?
If he can I am gone.

Well, where do we stand now? Mr.
Reid has taken these Companies, They
are gone from us, they are registered
now with the Royal Trust Co., the
Bank of Montreal. We have nothing
in the world only the Railroad across
'.he country. Is that where we stand
to-day? From the little I do know. I
know they could not do this under
the old Act, you had to have two-
thirds and under the new Act you
must only have a majority. Do you
mean to tell me to-night that we have
no right over the Dock Company? Is
that gone? Surely the dock can’t be
mirtgaged to us if it is a chattel
mortgage to the Royal Trust Com
pany? Would you mind seeing if that
can be taken from us? Don’t let that 
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go over-night. It seems to me that
we don’t own any part o£ Newfound-
land at all. It is all gone. I don’t un­
derstand where we are. When I was
in Sir William Lloyd’s Government he
was very strong against letting any
Act come into this House that would
enable them to do so, and I remember
vvell Sir Michael Dashin discussed
that Act and would not let it go
through.

Now to-night I understand that
the steamers are not going to be op
erated in conjunction with the Rail­
road, that the money is for the Rail­
load absolutely. We have nothng for
the steamers. That is what I undei-
stand from Mr. Coaker. In some of
the figures furnished me by the Prime
Minister. I understand that on June
30th, 1904, the Reid Newfoundland
Co’s loss by their statement to you
was $91,000, statement No. 4 I think
Well the loss that year, according to
the official statement given to this
House of Assembly, was $111,136.
Then you take the next year, 1905 an
it shows $109,000 when It was $119,-
000. Who is right or wrong. Here is
the official statement.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The figures that I have given do not
include Bank Interest, charges or De­
preciation charges. The point is this,
in Railway accounting it is not cus­
tomary with many lines to charge De-
■preciaiion, and it’s also a question
whether Current Interest charges or
overdrafts on Current Account may be
charged. Now that makes the differ­
ence in the figures I have quoted. De­
preciation charges are not quoted and
Interest charges on Current Account
are not included.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Well, I
would like to pass this over and you
examine it. Now, with regard to the
expenditure of a million and o half
dollars, here’s the right thing to do.
You come into this House of Assem­
bly here, and you have a manifesto
signed by the Hon. the Prime Minis­

ter which goes out to the country.
The people knew nothing whatever
about this railroad policy when they
were voting for Yem. The right and
proper course for the Government to
do was to go to the country on that
expenditure and get a mandate from
the people to come in here and vote
that money. If they wanted it get a
mandate from them, go out, and let
them know all about it, and if you'
can possibly find the money you are
not to be blamed, but you are em­
barking on a policy to-day such as
they never dreamed of, they never
heard of it until now, and I think the
proper thing to do, if you are decent
about it, is to prorogue this House
and go to the country and- ask them
to decide immediately whether you
ought to give that million and a half
dollars to the railroad. That's the
right and proper course for you to
take, before the people are betrayed.
As this thing is going to continue in
Committee for some time, I don’t in­
tend to say very much more to-night,
out as the debate continues I will
show my reasons for so strongly ob­
jecting not because of the Reids, that
doesn’t bother me in the slightest. If
they were anybody else but the Reids
1 would oppose them also. I strongly
oppose this railway resolution and I
am going to do all I possibly can to
stop it. I would do anything in reas­
on to help the Reids out, but when it
comes down to deliberately taking
$1,500,000 from the people of this
country, who are taxed to-day to their
limit, I stop. The railway resolution
proposes giving the Reid Nfld. Com­
pany, including subsidies, of between
$400,000 and $500,000, or about $5,540
every day, and the service to be cut
in half in the winter. Now, is it right
for us to deliberately throw away this
monev without the people who sent us
here knowing something about It. I
don’t believe anybody in this House
believes it is the right thing to do. I
believe the Prime Minister is against 
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it. He doesn’t want to do it but he
is driven into a hole.

I would now ask the hon. Chairman
of the Railway Commission, Mr. Coak­
er, if he would tell me if the Genreal
Manager for the railway is in the
country yet? Do you know a man
named Kerr? Is it proposed that he
shall be the General Manager?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—No, it is not.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Are you
quite sure about that?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Yes, no fear of that. He
is not a railway man.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You assure
me that gentleman is not going there.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES—Yes.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Thank you.
Are you going to deliberately vote this
million and a half dollars? I don’t
think you will. The man who votes
for that money to operate the rail­
road for the coming year, who passes
over the million and a half to Reid,
passes his birthright away. He may
think what he likes and may dream
as he likes, but I say that the day he
registers his vote for that million and
a half to be given the Reid Company
as suggested by these resolutions, in
the condition the country is to-day,
he gives away his birthright. There
ought to be some other way out. If
any man takes a contract with you to
do a certain thing and he can’t do it,
you don’t go down and pay him be­
cause he says he can’t do it. That’s
what we are doing to-night, exactly,
and I want to say now that I strongly
protest against it, absolutely protest
against this money being made over
to the Reid Nfld. Company. Not on
account of the Reids—I don’t care
about them—but to anybody. They
have no right to take this money from
the taxpayers of tills country to-day
without the Government putting it up
to the people and getting a mandate
from them, . because the Hon. th(

Primo Minister’s manifesto was ab­
solutely opposed to the Reids and he
was going to force them to carry out
their contract. If we must give this
money away, then I say let the people
have a chance to give their opinion.

Mr. Chairman, I absolutely oppose
these resolutions. I don’t intend to
vote for them. I Intend to oppose
them because they are utterly im­
possible—cutting a service in two,
taking practically everything from
us, and then asking us to pay the
piper. Some other arrangement could
be made. We know we must run the
railroad, but we feel that there must
be some other way of doing it. It
really makes one feel bad to think of
the poor old colony, after struggling
riong like she did, under many a
gale and stress, to be sacrificed now
iu the last stage of the game. One
man in this House long ago said
what was right. He is gone now, but
if I remember rightly, he foresaw
what we were going to come to. That
was the late Mr. Goodridge, when he
said this country didn’t want a rail­
road at all. He said the railroad it
wanted was steamers running in and
out the Narrows and down the coast,
but we have the railroad and we must
run it. I know what he said was ab­
solutely right. It would have been
far better for us if we had never had
a railroad, but we must run It now
tnat we have it, but surely gracious
we haven’t got to begin by dumping
a million and a half ipto this thing.
1 appeal to the Prime Minister to
find some other way out of it and see
if there is'not some other policy pos­
sible than handing out a million and
a half dollars which we practically
have no control over.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received 
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and adopted, and It was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Hon. the Prime Minister tabled the
Annual Report of the Nfld. Patriotic
Fund for year ended December 31,
2920.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
ihe Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An
Act to Amend the Act 11 Geo. V, Cap.
40 entitled ‘An Act Respecting the
Maintenance of Certain Public
Roads,” with some amendments in
which they requested the concurrence
of the House of Assembly.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter the said amendments were read a
first time, and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

Hon. the Minister of Justice present­
ed the followirg Report of the Select
Committee on “An Act Respecting
Fisheries Supplies” for the current
season v-

July 14th, 1921.
The Select Committee to which was

referred the Bill entitled “An Act Re­
specting Fishery Supplies for the Cur­
rent Season” beg to report that in
their opinion the present Bill should
be withdrawn and another Bill intro­
duced, based on resolutions contain­
ing only the last four sections of the
Bill before the House.

(Signed)
W. R. WARREN,
W. F. COAKER,
J. R. BENNETT,
W. J. HIGGINS,
W. H. CAVE,
J. H SCAMMELL.

On motion this report was received
and adopted.

On motion the Bill "Respecting
Fishery Supplies for the Current Sea­
son” was withdrawn from the Order
Paper.

Hon. the Minister of Justice gave
notice that h» would on to-morrow.
move the House into a Committee of 

the Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions on the. subject of Fishery Sup­
plies for the Current Season.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, July 15th, 1921.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Walsh gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Sir M. P. CASHIN asked the Prime

Minister if it is correct that Sir Edgar
Bowring has wired that he will be un
able to complete hs work at Washing­
ton within the week which he allowed
himself and has notified the Govern­
ment that it will be necessary to get
somebody to take his place, and if it is
correct that Mr. Collishaw is to be
sent to Washington for this purpose,
and if so, what qualifications does Mr.
Collishaw possess to represent this
country in regard to fishery matters.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Sir
Edgar Bowring telegraphed, though
not to me personally, saying that he
would not be able to stay any longer
than a week to work at Washington,
find that if satisfactory progress was
not forthcoming as a result of his ef­
forts he intimated that it would be
necessary to send somebody else in
his place; I might say that there is no
intention whatever to send Mr. Colli­
shaw to Washington.

SIR M. P. C'iSHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if he
requested Dr. Grenfell to proceed to
Washington to interest himself with in 
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fluential members of the Government
there, and others to present New­
foundland’s claim for remission of the
increased taxation now being proposed
by the American tariff on fishery pro­
ducts, and if this request was in writ­
ing and if so to lay a copy on the
table of the House; also if Dr. Gren­
fell went to Washington at his own
expense to put our case before these
authorities and if he subsequently
made a report to the Minister in writ­
ing and if so to lay a copy of” it on the
table of the House.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I beg to table the reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the table of
the House a statement certified by the
Auditor-General, showing the disposi­
tion of the recent loan of six million
dollars obtained by the Prime Minister
showing—

“The amount by which the total sum
is reduced through the discount on the
sale, expense, etc., specifying each:
fb) to state amount which has come
into the possession of the Colony and
is available for public purposes; (c)
ibe amount paid or to be paid on be­
half of operation of the Railway dur­
ing the past fiscal year; (d) the
amount paid or to be paid on behalf
of Capital expenditure on the Railway
the past year; (e) the amount paid or
to be paid on account of Public work;
and other services; (f) the amount
paid or to be paid on behalf of St.
John’s Municipal Council; (g) the
amount put to the credit of the Sur­
plus Trust Fund and what obligations,
if any, are likely to be chargeable
against the same; (h) the amount of
the loan on deposit at the Bank of
Montreal at the present time and how
it is proposed to pay the amounts like­
ly to be required on account of the
completion of the Railroad to Argen-
tia and the arbitrations in connection
therewith; (i‘ the amount of guaran­
tees for pit-props (j) the amount for
guarantees for fishery supplies; and 
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the amount of any other obligations
which will have to be met out of the
balance to the credit of Surplus Trust
Fund or the balance to the credit of
Loan Account.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
have called the attention of the Audi­
tor General to that question and he is
kindly preparing the answer.

MR SULLIVAN asked Hon. the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries as
Chairman of Railway Commission, to
inform this House what amount was
paid by the Government Railway Com­
mission to the Reid Nfld. Co. or any
of its subsidiary Co's, for light, heat
and power from July 1st 1920 to June
30th, 1921, and to lay on the table of
the House a copy of the General Stor­
age from July 1st, 1920 to June 30th,
1921; and to lay on the table of the
House detailed statement of the Gen­
eral Expense account which amounts
to $140,000 from July 1st, 1920 to June
30th, 1921.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—That information is being pre­
pared.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain resolutions
respecting the operation of the Nfld.
Railway.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Before the

Committee rose this evening, I was
about to discuss an article written in
the “Advocate” against me and I re­
gret to see that Mr. Coaker is absent.
I hope he is coming to-night, and I
hope my criticisms will not make a
physical wreck of him. The editor
this paper says in his article: (Reads)
The statement which I produced last
night proves conclusively that the
revenue for the next year will be three
million dollars short of the expendi­
ture. You can take that statement to
the greatest expert in this country on 
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such matters and, after, careful an­
alysis, he will be equally convinced as
I am that the revenue for the coming
year will be three millions behind
what is estimated. It is utterly im­
possible for it to be anything else. You
came here last year and you estimated
your revenue over eleven million dol­
lars. Where did you get off? If it
had not been for the three million and
odd dollars left by the Cashin admin­
istration, you would be hopelessly on
the rocks ere this. Still we were told
here last year by the Finance Minister
that we were going to have a surplus
over and above our expenditure. The
worst part of it is that you are over
five millions short this year and then
some man who knows tvhat he is talk­
ing about is told by the “Advocate"
that such a statement is a libel on
Newfoundland. When the people of
Newfoundland had an industry that
provided plenty of work they could
earn a revenue. But what has happen­
ed? And what has been going on ever
since this House opened? Every indus­
try is almost at a standstill and almost
•day after day we have had people at
the Bar of the House asking for em­
ployment. To help out the unemploy­
ment problem the Government has had
to send 1000 men to Badger to build a
>road at $2.50 a day and to find them­
selves. When was this country in
such a position before I ask? And what
is the cause of it? The answer is that
it was brought about through lavish
expenditure, utter incompetency and
lack of judgment on the part of the
Executive Government, and thru the
want of knowing how to handle the
people’s money. Why you do not want
any better example of your indifference
and carelessness than the very rail­
road policy we are discussing to-day.
The man who took this railroad to
operate last year, what did he do? He
lost to this Colon}' $1,625,000 on opera­
tion and spent $2,000,000 on construc-
toin or unkeep and then we are told
to take the Executive seriously. There 

was nothing too bad for the Prime
Minister to say about the Reids eith­
er in his Manifesto or in this House
last year. About this time last year
he left this country and was not seen
here any more for five months. When
he came back everything was in a
topsy-turvy state. He looks in all dir­
ections for somebody to blame and
then the best he can find is to laud
Mr. Coaker, who had charge of the
whole railway outfit, and say that Mr.
Coaker had become a physical wreck
as a result of his railway work. The
Prime Minister might have added that
Newfoundland was a financial wreck

_as a result of Mr.Coaker’s control. Ev­
er since this Government was elected
the peopie have been deceived. Their
chief stock in trade is deception. Ac­
cording to the Prime Minister’s Mani­
festo. this is the country he was going
to make fit for people to live in. Well,
if what we have been experiencing the
past six months is any criterion of
what the Prime Minister meant, we do
not want to see any more of it. I am
sorry for the people,and I am sure Dr.
Barnes is too. I wonder if Dr. Barnes
is going to stand much longer for what
he has been doing the past two weeks.
While trying tozget employment for
Hie people he has been giving out $50
to some folks to buy supplies or in
other words taking away the peoples’
independence. Then in the face of all
that this Colony has got to pay Sir
George Bury for writing a report
about the railway to the Government,
a report that any fourteen year old
schoolboy could -write, $7,500 and ex­
penses. Now is Dr. Barnes going to
stand for that in his Government? The
people to-day in this country are ab­
solutely overburdened -with taxation
and still the Government have no hesi­
tation in adding more taxation on them
in the way of Surtax and Sales Tax.
The Prime Minister said in his Mani­
festo “1 w'ill re-adjust the tariff.” You
did not carry out that promise. You 
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couldn’t do it because you have not
the ability to re-adjust the tariff.

Now what are we doing for the Reids
to-night? Resolutions are before the
House to vote them a million and a
half dollars. You never attempted to
develop a railroad policy until a few
days before the 30th of June when it is
impossible to do anything. We got the
service, and the service got you. The
Reids, says the Prime Minister, dom­
inated past Governments. Will the
honourable Mr. Winsor tell us wheth­
er the Reids are dominating the pres­
ent Government? I don’t know where
we are. The Reids have bluffed the
Prime Minister to a standstill. They
want a million and a half dollars, and
you are going to give it to them, and
the only thing we can get from the Ex­
ecutive Government is that they can
Jo not better. The Reids got you and
I know they got you. I am told that
I lose sleep over it. Well if that is
true jf me it is not true of the mem­
bers on the Government side of the
House. I am told by the Attorney
General that the Reids have a claim
against us.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE.—I did not
say that. I said this amount would
be put against any claim they may
have against us.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—What is the
use of doing that. What is the use of
charging it up against a company that
can’t pay? You have said that Sir Mi­
chael and I want to close the railroad.
I want to tell you now that I do not
want to close the railroad. The rail­
road is there and it must be run, but
what we object to is passing one and
a half million dollars over to the Reids
to be taken from the tax-payers of
this Colony. Just imagine letting this
whole thing go for a year, and then at
the last minute when we have forced
you to do something you bring in this
absurd policy. Then the Advocate ex­
pects us to come in here and pass this
policy without a protest. I do not be- 
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licve you have read the Prime Minis­
ter’s manifesto yet Dr. Barnes. This
is what he sent all over the country.
He believed that no members on the
other side would be bribed or bullied
ny the Reids, and the Reids have hand­
led every one of you to a standstill.

What is the meaning of this man
who is coming here? He is supposed
to be m Montreal. Sir George Bury
has told the Prime Minister that he
has a man and the Prime Minister
says he doesn’t know who he is. The
chances are it will mean another $25,-
000 a year. This contract with the
Reids is only for one year, and yet we
are told that they are going to enter
into a contract with this man for five
years. There seems to be a nigger
somewhere. We are unable to get any
information, and the best the members
on the other side can do is to read a
paper and look wise. Somebody has
been bullied and bribed and just as
sure as the members on the other side
of the House vote for these resolutions
you will be responsible for this whole
program and the condition of the coun­
try at the close of the war was the
most prosperous of its type in the
world, and if she had been taken hold
of by capable statesmen she would be
in good financial condition to-day. .Do
you mean to tell me that if a man
found that he was losing every year
on his private business he would be
here to-night discussing this million
and a half dollar proposition. Not you.
It is a squandermania that has taken
hold of you, and now the country is
on the rocks. The Government comes
in here and asks the Opposition to en­
quire into the condition of the railroad
But you did not ask us last year. What
right have we to assume this respon­
sibility? We are here as an Opposition,
and you are responsible for the wrongs
of your administration. I wish the hon­
ourable Min. of Marine and Fisheries
was here, and 1 would tell him what
has happened during the last 12 or 14 
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days regarding the railroad policy.
Does any memberon the other side be­
lieve that there is not a nigger in the
woodpile somewhere. We are told that
the Reids are unable to run the road;
then we are told that millions are go­
ing to be charged up to them, and
then on top of all that we read in the
papers that the Reids have bought a
mine in Cape Breton. Can Mr. Colll-
'shaw tell us what is going on? I move
for the appointment of a Select Com­
mittee. Mr. Chairman, to have Mr. Col-
lishaw brought in to tell us what is
going on.

Money has been like scraps of pa­
per. They have squandered it every­
where. You might smile, but you will
not smile long. You have an indig­
nant public to contend with. We are
living in an age that some of you do
not seam to understand, and until pub­
lic opinion manifests itself you will
not understand what is happening. You
hand over a million and a half dollars
to the Reids besides four or five hun­
dred thousand for subsidies. If it was
a Crosbie or some other native he
would be told to close up shop and get
out,and this is the man the Prime Min­
ister calls the most incapable man in
Newfoundland. But the Prime Minis­
ter has been caught napping. The
Reids have absolutely put the lasso
pver the colony. They have proved their
cleverness. They have made you bring
in resolutions that will give them prac­
tically two million dollars. Twenty
years ago that was the total revenue
of the Colony, and you dump it out to
Reid to-night without giving it a
thought. Now the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries has returned I want to
read something to him. It’s a tit bit.
Listen to what the Prime Minister says
in his manifesto: “I know I will not
permit myself. . . ■ Now what do you
think of the Prime Minister? Y'ou re­
inember what your' paper use to call
him, but he has captured you. But
now Mr. Coaker are you going to al­

low this country to be driven into this
mad policy of voting away millions of
dollars without any chance of getting
it back out of the revenue. Are you
still going to continue this bungle?
Can you not rise to the occasion and
say I will be a whole man. I will bo
loyal to the. people who sent me here?
Can I not appeal ‘to you to-night in
memory of the days when you were
really worth while. I pity you Mr.
Ministe" of Marine and Fisheries to­
night. You are all balled up in this
railroad matter and you don’t know
bow to get out of it. There has been
nothing left for me to do, but to take
the stand that I have taken to-night.
When I can see where the money is
coming from I may be ready to let
these resolutions go through. All you
are told in your party meeting is that
it is the best that can be done. They
put you off in that way. I want to say,
Mr. Chairman, that I will have more
to say as the debate goes on, but I
want to say to the Prime Minister now
that I hope he will be able to give us
some information; that he will be able
to tell what other suggestions were
pur up to the government, and how he
expects to get the money to finance
this proposition.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman, at
this stage of the debate I desire to
say a few words regarding the rail-
load Resolutions. It may come as
the irony o' fate that one who has
been accused of being lined up with
the Reid interests is obliged to vote
against these resolutions.

There are two well-known sayings
that have bearing on the situation
that confronts us to-night. One is
that “people who live in glass houses
should not throw stones,” and then
there is the corollary to that “one
should not holler until he is out of the
woods.” The Hon. the Prime Minister
in introd ucnig the Resolutions stated
that the Resolutions should not be re­
garded as a partizan Measure. He 
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took the position that as far as the
House was concerned we might regard
them in an absolutely non-partizan
spirit because in our little country
while we have a railroad that is not
exactly the kind of one we would like,
it is the only one we have and we
have to do the best we can with it.
Many travellers have been willing to
forgive us when they realize that it is
the only railroad we have. It has al­
ways been the stormy petrel of poli­
tics in this country. There have been
the two great bugaboos—the Reids
and Confederation. What will happen
when they are both realized I don’t
know, but from the conduct of the
Government they both seem likely to
take place in the near future.

The thoughts that I have on this
question are absolutely non-partizan,
but they are thoughts that have come
to me because of the unfortunate
manner in which the Government has
approached the railroad problem. We
leave the onus of responsibility for
these resolutions in the Government.
If they undertake to say that they will
go through then it is theirs, and we
have discharged our duty when we
have shown our opposition to them
and ha.ve given our reasons for our
position.

Railroad operations in this country
are summarized in three distinct
periods. There is the famous '98
period. The year 1898 started the be­
ginning of the Reid political talk. In
1901 a party was returned for the
specific purpose of cancelling that
contract, and in 1910 a party was re­
turned that had for its platform the
Branch Railroad policy. It was the
distinct platform of the Morris party.
Someone said justly the other day in
one of the daily papers that we are
paying just now for our branch rail­
road policy.

The situation so far as the expendi­
ture which arose in the 1910 period is
concerned, was surrounded by condi­
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tions of prosperity which are lacking
to-day. But considering the price
that has had to be paid it would have
been far better if we had never em­
barked upon that policy. The crux
of the position as far as the branch
railways arc concerned is as I said a
few days ago, that the country’s popu­
lation is mostly situate around the
sea board and the kind of transporta­
tion that will improve matters is bet­
ter water service. The branch rail­
ways are a joke except in one or two
cases but. there are stretches of coast
where it would be much cheaper and
better to have that class of service
than the idea of branch railway pol­
icy. At that time of the year when
the best travelling facilities are re­
quired the road is out of commission.
The motion here that we can afford
to carry on and keep open branch
lines is an absurd one and I may say
with reference , to Sir George Bury’s
report that any thought of seriously
operating the stretches of branches
finished and unfinished means a task
beyond the powers of the country
physically and financially. The next
cycle is the position where we have a
second stage of what happened last
year and I think the members will re­
member that in this House we were
faced with the extraordinary situation
that contrary to the pre-election pro­
mises, contrary to all the ideals the
members opposite stood for, contrary
to all the ideals advocated for on the
platform and contrary to the policy
under which they were elected,-the
Government of the day came and pro­
ceeded to tackle the railway problem.
I say contrary to what has been said
and done because in 1919 the pre­
sent Government,the leading members
of the Government, the Minister of Fi­
nance and Customs who is unavoid­
ably absent to-night, gave as their
only justification, as their only reas­
on for going into public life was that
they would be associated with a Gov­
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ernment that would put the Reids in
tholr places. The Prime Minister’s
manifesto has been read. You will
remember the complimentary way in
■\vhich he referred to the fact that those
in power then and myself Included as
the Reid’s solicitor, were the class of
men that had to be put right out of
power because we were dangerous to
the welfare of the country to allow us
to remain, as then the Reids got what
they liked. And that the only chance
of making the Reids live up to their
contractual obligations was to return
the present Government to power and
the people to-day have got to accept
their own decision and they swallowed
it, like sugar when it came from the
gifted hand and flowery tongue of the
leader of the Government but the bit­
terness after the sugar coating has
melted, is now being tasted and I het
you when you start to take a pill if
the sugar- melts away before you swal­
low it you will not swallow it at all
and here is a pill the people of the
country are not going to swallow too
easily. But they must have been half
doped when the sugar was passed
around but they will wake up and re­
alise that it is the old story over
again and that that kind of fancy ut­
terance of the leader of the House
was the same old story told in differ­
ent words merely to get into office.
Now I have no purpose to digrees in
the short time I intend to utilise, be­
cause of this tempting opportunity to
talk of the pill that'was manufactured
at that time and of the unfortunate
bitterness resultant from the dose con­
tained in that famous manifesto. We
will have an opportunity of saying
something in that regard during Ways '
and Means but I say to the hon.
members opposite that before voting
for the resolutions after turning them
over in your minds, you can vote as
you please as I would not for a min­
ute think that as far as I am person­
ally concerned, that I would influ­

ence you in the voting, but having
seen them under the circumstances as
shown you by the preceding speakers,
and in the absence of any authority
from the electorate, you men should
not violate the principle without reas­
on, and that is voting contrary to the
mandate of the people who returned
you here. The hon. members who
have supported the Government have
got to bear that in their minds. Up
to the present you can have no justifi­
cation for voting for them and the ad­
ministration of the day cannot justify
the Government voting for these re­
solutions until and unless they have
given more reason than they have up
to the present and the hon. members
opposite cannot get clear of that posi­
tion. The members of the Govern­
ment cannot shirk this duty in this
very important matter next in import­
ance to our fishing industry, because
of the financial expenditure'. I say
that the mixing up of the state with
tiie financial obligations connected
with tiie railway is the biggest item
of expenditure we are called upon to
consider and it is such a matter that
we should sec to it that it is given the
best thought we have, so that we may,
lie justified in the action we take. The
hon. members will understand that in
this country to-day the relations with
regard to the railway system are not
the relations ordinarily passing In mat
ters which come before this House in
matters of financial assistance from
the Government to institutions but the
relations between the Government and
the Reids are contractual obligations,
obligations and relations the result of
a solemn contract entered into be­
tween the county on the one hand and
the Reid Company on the other and
before these obligations can be waiv­
ed by the other side of this House to
do which they have no right, you have
to be shown a reason why, and I re­
gret that I am not able to vote for
them not alone because the Govern­
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ment has not shown the reason why
I should but because they have not
attempted to show me why I should
I have no desire whatever to hamper
the operation of the railway nor have
I any desire to hamper those connect­
ed with the railway. I have had con­
nection with the system myself, I
worked there for years and have had
many very pleasant relations. I have
had the luck to go through all the de­
partments. And therefore f would
like to approve of the resolutions for
the sake of those there but I have to
recognize that after all when it comes
to dealing with a matter of public im­
portance involving a broad general
principle that if anything has to be
done and can be done by the Assem­
bly it can only be accomplished when
the Assembly is thoroughly satisfied
that no better course is available.
What position do we find ourselves in
to-night?

You are asking this House to vote
for these resolutions which not alone
will affect the contract but the coun­
try instead of being in the position of
dictator to-day we find the humorous
position that the situation is just the
same as if a man met you on the
street to-morrow and said, give me
five hundred dollars to set me up in
business on the cab stand and if I lose
you lose all and if I make anything
out of it you get nothing. Now that is
the position so far as the country is
concerned. The country is asked to
accept the liability of at least one mil­
lion and a half dollars and still fur­
ther the country may find itself in the
position of having to pay any amount
on capital account. What is the justi­
fication for that? In the first place
last year the Government of the day
came in here and the leader of it fol­
lowing out his policy outlined in his
manifesto, got up here and through
the official - debates told us that the
whole situation was hopelessly bad
and that the relations between the 

contractors and the Government were
unreliable and untrustworthy and that
no credence could be put in the state­
ments of the Company and he said
that personally as Prime Minister he
did not believe the story of the losses,
in other words the hon. members will
remember that he practically told the
House that the operators of the rail­
road were a crowd of shifty men set­
ting out with the purpose of jewing
the Government. The Prime Minister
said he would not trust the Reids ■noth
the expenditure of any moneys so you
decided to appoint a commission to
look after the expenditure of the
money in three directions but when
the House closed we find that you il­
legally and improperly, contrary to
the power you had and contrary to all
idea of legislative Government, the
Executive Council while they were
supposed to appoint four from the
Government and three from the Reid
Company they only appointed one and
the Reids had three, so there was
three to one and that was the begin­
ning of the end of the 1901 contract
and it was just what the contractors
were looking for. The Reids were de­
lighted to have the Government, be­
ing only six months in power, to come
and save them.

I do not either deny or affirm that
the Reids were losing or making
money on the Railroad but the Gov­
ernment committed its first fraud up­
on this country when it embarked up­
on this matter, a matt.er which it was
never authorized to do. This was a
gross fraud. We were told that the
commission would make a careful
study of the railway system, look into
its management and see where the
country stood and make a report later
on and advise what would be best to
do. But the commission of four from
the country never materialized. It
was three to one in favour of the
Reids. The Mlnsiter of Marine and
Fisheries is honest enough to say he 
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did not know very much about the
various figures and money expendi­
tures as these matters were looked af­
ter by Mr. Hall and if an accident oc­
curred oh Bell Island Mr. Hall had to
go there and many other duties had
io be attended to by him and in his
spare time he looked after the ex­
penditure of this million dollars, and
still we are told by the leader of the
Government that this commission was
expressly appointed for the express
purpose of undertaking the expendi­
ture of this sum of money and the op­
eration of the railroad. The Govern­
ment never had the right legally or
morally, to make the agreement it did.
It had no right to spend one dollar of
this money which was earmarked on
purposes for which it was not intend­
ed to be expended on. The country
agreed to pay all the loss of the op­
eration of the road with the excep­
tion of one hundred thousand dollars
and of course the Reids said thank
you your kindness is unforgivable. In
their wildest dreams they never
thought of getting a gift like that. If
Reid’s solicitor and the Cashin-Cros-
bie bunch were all rolled up into one
ball they could not possibly serve the
Reids so nicely as you did. Why if
the entire Reid Company staff sat on
the opposite side of the House it could
not achieve so much as you have for
the Reids. I do not say you did it de­
liberately but it may be the result of
the unfortunate position that like ev-
v-rything else you did not know what
you were doing.

The Government, Mr. Chairman, was
in this position—the Hon Minister of
Marine, the central figure, had so many
irons in the fire that the idea struck
him this would be a good thing to do.
He did it according to his lights as he
did with the Fish Regulations. But
the unfortunate part is that the coun­
try has to pay and we have to try and
excuse him on the grounds that he did
not know any I etter. You are too lazy 

to learn and too hide-bound to ask for
advice. You sat around the council
board and looked wise and you are
here because your chosen people put
you here and you think they will not
mind what you do. The people were
the goats once again. You are there,
a collection of live of you, looking wise
typifying calm indifference, at peace
with yourselves, a mutual admiration
society, saying there are none like our
selves. In their smug countenances
and in their way of looking wise and
self-satisfied, I congratulate the ordin­
ary members in having them. Capt.
Jones in his make-up and style and
smile at the things going on here, can­
not be outdone even by the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine himself. It is improp­
er for the Government to commit us
to an expenditure of practically three
millions—a sum which those who are
looking on so calmly, stole by their
indifference.—and in a sense commit
us to an expenditure that they have no
right whatever to commit us to. We
were told the House could not be kept
open because the honorable members
should not be kept from their work,
but we have been here now till July
15th, and will stay here till December
15th if necessary. The House ■was not
closed, the messengers etc., had no
time to draw their pay or the Sergeant
at-Arms to lock up his mace, before
you entered into an abnegation of the
contract. The Government knew when
they came in this session what they
■would do, but they were afraid to
bring it before the House. If you are
honest in your proposition, why not
lay all your cards on the table. Nego­
tiations were on and the Government
knew the position of the Reids and
why did they not come forward and
say “something will have to be done.’'
You were afraid to have it laid on the
table, and we would not have these
resolutions here to-night except that
the Government is burst and hasn’tthe
same surpluses to bear and haul on 
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as they did last year. It does not mat­
ter much what powers we give as for­
tunately we are not there to be thrown
out. We have these resolutions and
what are they. After 12 months of
control by the Commission on which
the country is represented by the Hon.
Minister of Marine, this Commission
put in a report in which they do not
make any such recommendations as
we have here and give no undertaking
that the country will commit itself to
be responsible for the loss of one and
a half millions on operation. They say
on one point. (Quotes report.)

The delightful part of that sentence
is its resemblance to the invitation of
the spider to the fly—will you walk
into my parlour. That report was
signed by the Hon. Mr. Coaker and
Mr. Hall and they have decided that
dual control must cease. I agree with
that decision, but the lovely part of it
is that though it must cease and the
report is tabled, the next step is we
are told nothing else can be done, and
the House must be responsible for the
vne and a half million loss. We often
hear of the nigger in the woodpile, but
there is one between the railway ties
in this respect. No recommendation
such as this w’as made,but we are ask­
ed to be responsible for one and a halt
million. I’ll try and fill the story in.
On June 27th, knowing the railroad
would close on the 30th, the Hon.
Prime Minister in reply to a question
and admitting the Government have
nothing to do with it, said, we are go­
ing to bring down a man from Canada
to tell us what to do. And this man
was to be brought down 24 hours be­
fore the closing of the road, to assim­
ilate all the rights, contracts, position
of the company, the matters of assets
and control and the penalty clauses in
the contracts etc.—and he was to do it
in 24 hours. He did do It—he did it
in style. He rode the horse like any
broncho steerer rides the foolish colt.

The truism, whom the gods wish to
destroy they first make mad, was nev­
er better exemplified than in his re­
port. We have heard the Hon. Min. of
Marine called the Mad Mullah, but he
is now staid and retired. He came in­
to prominence in connection with fish­
ery matters, and I know he would ap­
preciate it if he were on this side and
were asked to vote for this thing. I’d
like to see him asked to do so in the
days when he was fit and going strong.
Talk of throwing ink bottles—why the
desk and all would go across the floor.
I will pay him this much credit, that
if he were here in my position, you
Mr. Chairman, would not have such
an easy time as you now have in mo
addressing you. I can just imagine
him listening to this report. Sir
George Bury arrived on the 27th and
had a few days here—he may be a
good railway man alright.but he is on­
ly a man, he has only one pair of eyes.
one pair of legs to walk on, and one
brain though it may be a very bright
one—and he comes here and this Is
what he says. (Quotes report.)

Picture him making a study of the
ralroad in 24 hours. He could pick
up a folder belonging to the Co. and
get someone to point out for him the
terminals, mileage, etc., A study in­
deed; there are different kinds of study
and I would not like to compare my
study of the Bible with that of a law
book from which I was going to make
a $10 bill. As far as Sir George Bury
is concerned, when he says “I made a
study of it and suggest this, etc.,” he
first figured out we were too green to
burn, and the greenest of all is the
Government who employed him. But I
hope there is enough of the fir bough
left about us to be tough in burning
and that we will not take the sugges­
tions of a man who says he made a
study of the railroad in 24 hours. If I
did not know the man I would say he
were a fool, but I do know him as a 
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man. Ho had a few days off to spare,
he came in here one way and went out
the other and took his $10,000 for it.
It’s a wonder you did not erect an
arch for him for if you had not this
you would have nothing as there is no
suggestion in the report. But you say,,
"Oh, Sir George tells us to do it, and
we are going to do it.” I hope you will
not do it all. We might do some things
but I hope we will not do all till we
get an answer to the Americanism
‘‘We want to know.” Despite his quali­
fications, I would not compare his re­
port to that of one of our roadmasters,
any more than I would compare myself
to one of the great big lawyers on a
point of constitutional law. If Graham
Cobb, Keefe, some of the well tried
conductors or engineers, or Powell,
Taylor or Joyce said something, I
would listen, as they know what they
are talking about. But not to a man
who does not know if the sign on the
station at Port aux Basques is spelt in
the singular or the plural. Here’s
what he says—(Quotes report.)

This expression ‘without prejudice,’
is one that is used by lawyers when
they do not know exactly where they
stand. Was there not enough legal
talent in your ranks to find out after
12 months the true position. What is
going to happen if you do not find out
now—will you only keep on drawing
up agreements ‘‘without prejudice.”
Why not say something plain -as to
where we are under the contract. 1
respect the position occupied by those
representing justice in the Government
but in 12 months surely some digest
of opinions should have been arrived
at as to where we stood. Some author­
ities say it can be found under the pen­
alty clause of a million dollars, others
say there Is a daily penalty, and we
ought to have it as part of these reso
lutions. It is good enough to say blina
ly after 12 months that this is the best
that can be done? It is nothing to Sir

George Bury to say "enter into a con­
tract for 12 months.” I care not how
honest of purpose he may be, he does
not have to live here. There is an aw­
ful difference between him in his posi­
tion and if he were responsible to the
people for his seat in the House. We
ought not lightly accept his ideas and
I want to get the opinions of those
who have to bear the burden. What
kind of position would it be if I were
called to Canada under similar circum­
stances and simply said “cut that or
this out for a year or two.” It would
be alright for me personally; I could
smoke my cigar, draw my $10,000 and
say “what odds, it does not matter to
me.” But that is not good enough.
I’d rather one of the Government
would say that, despite their lazi­
ness, and I would say that, and I
would pay more attention to it than
coming from Bury, because the
speaker then would be one interested.
There is absence of interest here as
there is not one man in the Govern­
ment with grit enough to get up and
say this is the best thing we’ can do.
The Opposition therefore finds itself in
this position, that there is no effort
made to see if any other arrangement
can be made than this. So then I say,
it is not good enough for the Hon.
Prime Minister to come in here and
say, “here are the resolutions, and if
you can do better go and do it.” It is
your job, and if you cannot do better
after 12 months, it is a poor thing to
fire this on the Table and ask us to
find an opinion—not if you gave each
of us $10,000. I have faith enough in
the men of our side to think they
would justify their actions and say so,
if it were the best they could do. But
there is not a word to say if the Gov­
ernment touched on the project, with
anyone else. Give the Reids the prefer­
ence if there is nobody else to do bet­
ter, but I object to you asking us to
vote blindly when you will not show 
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us you have made efforts elsewhere. I
am not pro-Reid or anti-Reid,but treat
all on the square. It is not good
enough to simply say you must vote
for this without showing that you
have tried to do better. It. is decidedly
unfair to expect the Opposition to en­
dorse this. There is no reason why
we should try to embarrass the Gov­
ernment, but then you ought to come
down and lay before the House the
proposals that have been made. Have
you not had other proposals from the
Reids than those of which the House
has knowledge, and if you have such
proposals, why do you not bring them
down; what is the use of trying to
stave off the inevitable? The Govern­
ment in this matter is like Mr. Micaw­
ber, they are waiting for something
to turn up, but it must be remembered
that these things do not come knock­
ing at your door. You have done no­
thing; you are worrying about noth­
ing but your own petty interests.

The second thing which this wonder­
ful movie star tells us is that the
road should be operated with all reas­
onable economy and again he tells us
that we should have a competent gen­
eral manager. He was told to say this
because it is no more his opinion
than it is mine; it is merely an at­
tempt to camouflage the true position
which is that certain people here say
that we must have a man down from
Canada to run the railway and the
proof of this is that the Prime Minis­
ter tells us that he has just the man
we want in Montreal, and not alone
is he ready to come here but he has a
five years’ contract. The life of the
Government is short, you see and re­
alizing this the Prime Minister is tak­
ing no chances. And, in that connec­
tion I will go further and say that not
alone has this man a contract for five
years, but he will be paid at the rate
of at least $25,000 a year because Mr-
Coaker has said that no man worth his 

salt would come down here for less as
he would be worth more up there. I
say as a Newfoundlander that no Sir
George Bury, nor anyone else needs
to pick a man in Canada for this job,
because there are as competent men
in this country as there are to be
found outside of it. You may strike a
man in Canada or elsewhere who is
worn out, turned out or beated out in
some other job, but there are so many­
things that need to be watched that
I would rather take a local man than
to import a man whom it will take five
years to learn the language and as­
similate himself to our peculiar meth­
ods of approach; why it would take
him twelve months to learn the differ­
ent dialects that are used in the diff­
erent parts of the country. Sir George
Bury himself was so impressed with
the railway that he did not use his
ticket to go back, but instead took pas­
sage by the Rosalind and then he says
I will pick the proper man to run the
road. I think we have men good
enough here for the job because after
all the whole system is only a good
yard for a decent railway. Capt. Lewis
is timely in his suggestion that this
is but the case of “another George.”
First we had George Hawes, and now
it is George Bury, but personally, I
would rather pin my faith to a local
George, and right here I will say that
our own George Cobb is a man than
whom no better could be imported. The
whole report of Sir George Bury is
an insult and a joke. Now, Mr. Chair­
man, that is the heart of the present
resolutions. Sir George Bury tells
us that the Railway cost $1,650,000 to
operate last year, and that the opera­
tors are too, pessimistic as to the out­
look for the coming year and that the
country ought to become responsible
for another million and a half dollars
and I cannot vote for the resolutions
on that account. I do not say that the
Reids are liars as the Leader of the
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House suggests but no matter how
honest they may be, I refuse to accept.
the ’dictation of people with whom I
am going to make a contract. It is
not right, for the country’s sake that
you should do so, and that is why I
say that you should have more than
Sir George Bury’s report before in­
troducing these resolutions. The Gov­
ernment party as a party are no wiser
to-day with regard to the Resolutions
before the Chair than we are and we
on this side are not opposing the Reso­
lutions because we want to create an
awkward situation for the Government
but merely because we have not got
the information that we should have
to enable us to deal with them intelli­
gently or that would warrant us vot­
ing for them, and it is the same with
you gentlemen on the other side. We
have talked of being here till after the
races, but it would be better for us
to stay here till Christmas or to ad­
journ the House and come in after­
wards with something business-like
and definite than to let this go thru
under the present circumstances. I
would like to see the Resolutions go
through, but the Minister who has in­
troduced them has not given us a
word to show that any attempt has
been made to do any better than we
are now doing.

As Sir Michael Cashin has said, if
the Reid Nfld. Co. are financially tied
up, I do not know that there is any
special desire on the part of the Op­
position to make their task more un­
pleasant, because there would be no
object in that position at all, as we
want to have the system kept going
and kept going at the greatest capaci­
ty possible. Do you know, Mr. Chair­
man, that under the Resolutions you
are getting after the employees and
hitting them hard, and that is anoth­
er reason why I cannot vote 'for the
Resolutions? Do you know that you
are going to cut your train services 
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by over one-third thereby curtailing
the railroad employees? Have you
thought out that the first result of the
passing of these Resolutions will mean
the clipping off of over one-third of
your engineers, brakesmen, conductors
and railroadmen generally, because if
you are going to cut down the train
services you got to cut down your staff
proportionately? It must be remem­
bered that train crews are only requir­
ed as under the present schedule, but
reduce your schedule, cut out your
branch lines along with the closing
down of most of the main line during
the winter time, and it means the dis­
missal of nearly half of the employees
of the Company. It may be necessary
to do that, but before you do it, ought
you not be certain and sure that such
a course is necessary, and ought you
not be satisfied as to what might hap­
pen. I go further and say that you
cannot afford any how to pay one and
a half million dollars to run a railway.
This country cannot stand keeping on
paying one and a half million dollars
for operating the railroad. I cannot
subscribe to the idea of voting all this
money and at the same cut the service
in two, and throw a thousand or more
men out of employment. I have to be
absolutely convinced that this course is
essential before I will subscribe to
such a principle. The Government
party as a patty are no better inform­
ed on this matter than the Opposition
party. Show us that this is the best
you can do by bringing down the his­
tory of the whole thing and we will
be prepared to give you some consid­
eration. Now why put it off and await
the evil day. Let us have the true
story now. In any event it got to be
threshed out in twelve months time,
if this country survives. There has
got to bo some other arrangement, I
think. Has the Government considered
anything about that I wonder? Not
a sound, not. an idea, not a thought.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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Honorable members of the Govern­
ment, with regard to the present Reso­
lutions, appear to have subscribed to,
a settled simple and blunt policy. Seem
ingly the crowd in the Government
content themselves with the position,
that, after all, they did many bad
things and made many mistakes, that
they regret that what they did was bad
for the country and that one other
thing, more or less, will not matter.
But this one thing is the worst of all
and the most fatal blunder they have
yet made, because I want to say that
of all the bad things that you have
done and of all the frightful mistakes
you have made, none of them spells as
much for either great or ill as the
railway policy of the Government.
There is nothing in our industrial life
or our hope for the future that means
so much as the attitude we are going
to take in connection with the railway.
It is not good enough for any member
of the Government to get up and say to
the Opposition‘What do you suggest?’
.1 want some member opposite to get
up and show me why I should vote for
the Resolutions. The burden is on
you. You set up the case. There was
a fifty years contract, but you came
in and stopped it. In other words you
got your contract. Your duty is to
show me that it is impossible to have
that contract carried out, and that
being so you are trying to do the best
thing now. You took the advice of Sir
George Bury, who said that you should
have heavier rails, although your own
Government Engineer, Mr. Hall, re­
commended the use of heavier rails.
You decided to accept Bury’s passing
opinion in preference to Hall’s, despite
the fact that the latter has been watch­
ing the movements of the trains and
has been watching the traffic general­
ly for years. Why did you do that?
Now I do not say for a moment that
report of Hall’s was right, but is It
not an extraordinary thing that the 

railway policy for this whole country
has got to depend upon the opinion of
this wonderful man Bury. We must.
remember that it is not because this
gentleman was employed abroad by
different countries to look into rail­
road matters that he is of necessity
such an expert that his advice alone
is the one we got to take. How many
Government Fish experts and School
experts have we got abroad and who
were sent abroad by the present Gov­
ernment and whose opinion on any
big public question abroad would be
taken as final simply because they
were Newfoundland Government ex­
perts? It seems that the whole case
has rested upon the report of Sir Geo.
Bury. Not a Minister of the Govern­
ment has said anything to substantiate
his report, nor has there been a
thought expressed by the Railway
Commissioners. We talk idly about
voting away millions of dollars. The
voting away of twenty, thirty, forty or
fifty millions matters nothing to big
countries, but we in Newfoundland
cannot afford to do that. Why fifteen
millions in Canada would be only con­
sidered an incidental in Canada, be­
cause it is a big country and because
there are more people there to should­
er the burden; but surely there must
come a day when our public service
will have to stop if this kind of ex­
penditure is continued here. We have
only a limited number of people and
we got to be contented with a reason­
able and a limited amount to run our
public utilities and we got to be con­
tented with making up our minds that
we cannot have the luxuries of more
populous countries. We would all like
to have them, no doubt, and no one
would object to-day to voting ten mil­
lions for the railroad if we could af­
ford it. It is not a question of prin­
ciple with us, it must be remembered,
but it is a question of paying the mo­
ney. Now can we afford it? It. mat­
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ters no more to me Mr. Chairman than
it does to you. But the point is can
we afford to commit ourselves to this
and can we manage to get anything
cheaper? And not alone that, but un­
der these Resolutions a cheaper sched­
ule is contemplated for the operation
of the railway, and T cannot accept the
statement that a service reduced by
more than one-third is going to cost
as much this year as it did last year.
It stands to reason and common sense
will dictate that the operation expen­
ses this year cannot be as great as
they were last year. Why accept re­
sponsibility at all? Why not turn
around to-morrow and advance the
Reid. Company the money straight and
accept their mortgage like other Trust
Companies did? But I say now that
as a Legislature we have no right
whatever to come in and haphazardly
vote this amount without being satis­
fied that no other arrangements were
attempted to be made. I am thorough­
ly satisfied that this is not the only
proposition that can be put up.

The concluding paragraph in the re­
port of this expert that you brought
down suggests the inadvisibility of
Government ownership. We agree with
him. But what light is there thrown
on the situation. What have we got
to-day before us to indicate that the
Government has made the slightest at­
tempt to make it sure that even that
course would not he necessary. No
■one wants to have Government owner­
ship of the railroad in this country, I
am sure I don’t. The million and a
half squandered last year by the Com­
mission is enough experience for us;
but on the other hand I say that this
House cannot be expected to pass
these Resolutions in their present
form. There are two paragraphs em­
bodied in Sir George Bury’s report and
which I have already commented upon
and which are highly objectionable,and
were put in for the purpose of taking 

the position that because the country
is going to be responsible for a loss
of one and a half million dollars that
you are going to have it appear^ that
the new General Manager of the road
will not be under the influence of the
Reids. I resent that for many reasons,
Sir George Bury was told to suggest
that he wanted a new General Manag­
er, and he was told that the Prime
Minister wanted a new General Man­
ager. One of the reasons why I resent
this is because a local man will be a
better man than any one that Sir
George Bury can pick, and that he and
his assistants who are used to the op­
eration of our road and who grew up
with the road will give a much better
service than an outside man; secondly
the class of man you will bring down
will not be as good at all as a local
man, because if he has any great know­
ledge on railway matters he would not
be allowed to come down here to
work; thirdly because I have suffi­
cient faith in any local man, I care not
whom, to be satisfied that he will do
his work just as honestly, as fearless­
ly and as efficiently as any man you
will import. In any event, if you bring
down a man to act as General Mana­
ger for this road with the contractors
in control, the first man that the Man­
ager will want to please with his
work is either one of the contractors.
I know that the Prime Minister has
already secured a man in Montreal to
act in that capacity, and that his job
is alright for five years, under a con­
tract and for no less than §25,000 for
that period, so that he will be under
no obligation, at least, for that time
whether he suits or not. He will be
paid by the contractors primarily and
if there is any favour to be shown by
him it will first be shown to the con­
tractors. Furthermore this man from
Canada is not going to worry a great
deal whether he saves any money for
this country in the operation of the 
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railway or not. It would be better to
adopt the system ot giving a bonus.
Get a local Manager, instead o£ the
hand-picked one of Sir George Bury,
and tell him and his associates that
for all the amounts under a certain
figure saved to this country in the op­
eration of the road that you will give
a certain bonus. It is the same old
story. “No man can be a prophet in
his own country.” According to this
hopeless crowd that are in office mow.
all the wise acres come from abroad.
If you are abroad you are worth a lot
more than you are worth in your own
country. My advice to the whole Gov­
ernment is to go abroad and travel.
The great trouble here is that when
we get in close touch with one another
we see our defects; but we should re­
member that “Cows far off wear long
horns.’’ We know nothing of the cap­
abilities or the disposition of a man
coming here from the United States
or Canada, but we do know these
qualities in a local man just as my
friend, Mr. Jennings, and I know the
extremists on either side of the Tem­
perance question.

I propose to vote against the Reso­
lutions and I regret that I am obliged
to do so. Why I am going to vote
against them is because of the conduct
of the Government, and because of the
absence of any justification being
made for the Resolutions.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. .
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion, this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
Committee have leave to sit again.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill en­
titled “An Act Respecting the Export­
ation of Timber” was read a second
time and it was ordered that it be re­

ferred to a Committee of the Whole
House on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon next, 18th Inst., at
three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

-<—>
MONDAY, July 18th.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Pursuant to notice and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
on the subject of Fishery Supplies for
the Current Season.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the said Resolutions without amend­
ment, and recommended that a Bill be
introduced to give effect to the same.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting Fisheries Supplies for
the Current Season” was introduced
and read a first time, and it was or­
dered that it be read a second time on
to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister to lay on the Table
of the House a detailed statement of
all expenses incurred bj- Mr. J. M.
Devine, Trade Commissioner at New
York, from the date of his appoint­
ment up to June 30th last. Also to
ask if the Colony is under any obli­
gation to pay him for his services af­
ter that date, and if so, what amount
has been paid him, also whether he is
entitled to have his expenses back to 
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this country paid, and if so what am­
ount is being allowed him therefor.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked-Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to
lay on the Table of the House a state­
ment showing the receipts:
(a) For the Post Office Department.
(b) Of the Postal Telegraph Depart­

ment, from the 1st of January to
the 30tii of June of this year, and
the amount received for the first

from the steamers purchased in
the U. S. by Mr. J. B. Patten for
the Government.

(b) Where is said stores or material
now.

(c) If any of said goods have been
sold, who was purchaser and
what was price paid.

(d) Table a statement In detail in re­
ference to material landed from
S.S. Watchful, S.S. Daisy and S.

six months of last year; and also
a statement of the expenditure of
each Department during the
same periods.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines to lay on the Table of the

S. Lobelia, said statement to give
same particulars as asked for in
reference to steamers purchased
in the United States.

MR. WALSH asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Education to lay on the Table
of the House a statement showing how
many new schools were opened since

House a statement showing the total
receipts of the Department of Agri­
culture and Mines from the 1st of
January to the 3t0h of June of this
year and the amount received for the
first six months of last year.

SIR M.- P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister what is the reason
that Mr. J. M. Devine, Trade Commis­
sioner at New York, made no refer­
ence, according to the report of his
evidence at Washington, in the Am­
erican official publication tabled in
this House recently to our exports of
iron ore, manufactured pulp and man-

his appointment as Head of this De­
partment, giving location of said new
schools. Also a statement showing
the number of children of school age,
deprived of an opportunity of receiv­
ing an education because of no school
in their localities, also the number of
schools which are only open for six
months of the year, because of insuf-
ficent funds at the disposal of the
School Boards, giving locations of

H said schools.
MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime^7)'7-*. Minister, in the absence of the Hon.

'“^Minister of Finance and Customs, if
ufactured paper, which apart from it is correct that the firm of P. H.
our fishery products are some of our
most valuable exports, and what is
the use of having a man occupying the
position of Trade Commissioner in
New York and purporting to repre­
sent us at Washington, who knows so
little about the Trade and Commerce

Cowan & Co., of this City, which went
into liquidation a few days ago, owes
the Customs Department nearly $15,-
000 in the form of bonds for duties
which, under the law would form a
first claim on the assets of this es­
tate; also, if it is true that Mr. Col-

of this country that in a statement of
this kind he omits these very import­
ant items.

MR. WALSH asked the Minister of
Shipping to lay on the Table of the
House a detailed statement showing:
(a) The amount of stores, material

and any other property, landed 

lishaw has a mortgage on the House
of Mr. Cowan, one of the assets of the
estate, for an equivalent amount, and
if it is correct that Mr. Collishaw has
arranged with the Government that
his mortgage is to he satisfied before
the Colony’s claim under the Custom
bonds, and if so, what is the legal 
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justification for this step and why is
Mr. Collishaw being permitted the ad­
vantage over the Colony or other
creditors.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Customs, the
total amount of duty paid on the im­
ports of intoxicating liquors, wines,
beers, etc., from the 1st of January to
the 30th of June, of this year and the
amounts paid for the same for the
first six months of last year.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions respecting the operation of the
Nfld. Railway.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MB. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, in

rising to address the House on this
question before the Chair, I appreci­
ate very deeply the importance of this
matter, as-it is one of the most im­
portant measures that has come be­
fore this House since this session op­
ened. It had the effect of putting aside
a great deal of important legislation
that otherwise would have been put
through the House long before this,
and in expressing my appreciation of
its importance I trust that any re­
marks I may make will be accepted
by the House in the spirit in which
I make them, as my only object is to
speak in the interest of the people of
the country. Conditions are such in
the country that the greatest minds
in the country are needed and this
matter is of such a serious nature
that it will effect the economic future
of the country. The question we are
asked to decide is whether this Legis­
lature in its wisdom is satisfied to
vote a million and a half dollars for
the coming year, to make up the an­
ticipated deficit on the operation of 

the railway system. A million and a
half dollars a few years ago would
cover our entire colonial expenditure,
and in the days gone by when we had
small revenues, when Newfoundland
was a happy and a prosperous country
with a small National Debt. A great
deal has been said with regard to the
operation of the Railroad of this
country carrying as it does enorm­
ous obligations and now we have come
to the parting of the ways when we
have to decide as to whether we can
continue this expenditure. The rail­
way to-day Sir, is just as necessary to
the life of the country as any other
of our public utilities, our Post Offi­
ces, Lighthouses, Fog Alarms, etc.,
and therefore we cannot seriously con­
sider the abandonment of the opera­
tion of the railroad. Economic man­
agement of the road is another ques­
tion, as to whether it can be made to
pay its own way. On that question I
am not in a position to give an opin­
ion, but we should conserve the pub­
lic funds to the last dollar in expendi­
ture on this account. Hon. members
on this side of the House have en­
deavoured to point out.

I condemn the Government for not
having given the fullest information
regarding the policy for the future
operation of the railroad. The whole
country is disappointed, and the mem­
bers on this side of the House are
disappointed. When the Prime Min­
ister brought in the Resolutions the
other day he tabled a large amount
of statistics; very illuminating in
their way, but not at all what we re­
quired. In my opinion there is a lot
of other information—such as corres­
pondence, suggestions, and interviews
that we know nothing of, and I do not
believe that the members on the other
side of the House knew anything of
it. We are asked to vote away a mil­
lion and a half dollars without any
reason whatever being given. It goes 
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to prove that the whole operation of
the railroad by the Government Is
rotten to the core. How the work of
repairs to the railroad was carried out
is a matter of history. The transac­
tion that has damned the Govern­
ment was the appointment of a com­
mission without the authority of this
House. When the Commission was
appointed it was lop-sided, there were
only two government representatives
and there were three representatives
of the Reids. Now I say that neither
Mr. Coaker nor Mr. Hall should have
been on that commission. Mr. Coaker
may have a fair idea of matters in
connection with the fish business, but
he knows nothing whatever of the
railroad busines. Mr. Hall is a good
man in his way, but he knew nothing
of the details of a railroad businesp,
and beside he had enough other work
to do if it were properly attended to.
He is practically taken out of his of­
fice, and sent up to the Reid New­
foundland Company. Outside of the
laying of bridges and such work he
knows nothing of the railroad busi­
ness. He knows nothing of the details
in connection with the employment of
a large number of men, and the vari­
ous work that they are detailed to do.
It is no wonder under those condi­
tions that they made a mess of the
whole thing as shown by the report
that has been tabled. The commission
was appointed to find out where leak­
ages were, and instead of coming back
to this House after having discovered
the leakages and saving money for
the Colony they come back with the
biggest deficit in the .history of the
railroad. I quite appreciate the fact
that the commission did their work
voluntarily. Mr. Coaker did not take
any pay. Mr. Hall got $2,000. Mr.
Coaker could give practically no time
to the work. His duties are numer­
ous and scattered. When it is realiz­
ed that he was Prime Minister during 

four of the busiest months of the year,
that he was Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and that in addition to
these duties he had to attend to his
private work as president of several
big corporations, it is small wonder
that he could give very little time to
his work as a member of the rail­
road commission. Rut the point is he
should not have been on the commis­
sion at all. The very best he could
do was to take several trips to Port
Union in his private car. It would be
far better to give the man at the head
of the commission representing the
Government, $25,000 a year and have
him stay on the job. After a year in
office they should have been in a posi­
tion to go to the Government and re­
commend what course should be fol­
lowed. I do not blame the Prime Min­
ister so much, because he does not
know the facts. But I blame the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries because
he should be in possession of the
facts, and should be able to supply
them to this House. If this vote is
made to the Reid Nfld. Company
then Newfoundland will be a sorry
place to live in. Some set policy
should be laid down^by the Govern­
ment of the day; some policy that will
show a more economical operation of
the railroad. I believe that there have
been other suggestions, that there
have been other recommendations. I
believe the Government has informa­
tion that would assist the members on
this side of the House to make sug­
gestions, but the members on this side
are groping in the dark. It is impos­
sible to get any information from the
Government, and that is where the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries is
failing ignominously in his duty as
chairman of that commission.

The history of the railroad is one
that paralizes when one thinks of the
enormous expenses of the past year
compared with that of previous years.
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It has not been, explained to this
House why the operation of certain
sections of the road has gone up 100
per cent. I have a copy of the Com­
missioners Report, signed by the two
Government members. Last year the
steamers were under the commission­
ers, but this year they are not. That
has not been explained to this House.
If they are a paying proposition that
explains it, but if they are not who is
going to pay the deficit? Paragraph 5
of the report refers to Mr. Pill. Mr.
Pill may be a good man. He left
Newfoundland 20 or 25 years ago, and
now he is planning to return. I un­
derstand he is to get 5400 a month.
Now there are many men in public life
in Newfoundland who have given the
best years of their life to the country,
who could do the job just as well.
There are two men under him, a Mr.
Crummy and Mr. Bert Dicks. Mr.Dicks
is a man that we have the utmost re­
spect for. When the time came he put
down his tools and went to fight for
his country. If he was good enough
to go and fight for his country he was
good enough to audit accounts. Mr.
Dicks was well trained in railroad af­
fairs, and if the position had been giv­
en to him he could have done the job
with another man with him because
he is an industrious, hard-working
man. The work of auditing accounts
is merely clerical.

One of the saddest experiences of
the railroad commission was their ex­
perience in coal boring. They blindly
took on themselves the expenditure of
a large sum of money. Now we have
to face the fact that after spending
$155,000 they got 2,000 tons of coal.
In other words it has cost the country
S75.00 a ton. We have a statement
here that 2,500 tons were obtained and
2,000 tons developed. Now what they
call developed is that the coal is al­
ong by the walls, and it will never be
obtained because the place is flooded 

with water. Was it not the duty of
the commission to economize in the
expenditure of public moneys? But in­
stead we have the worst example of
extravagance that has ever come be­
fore this House. The idea first was
to build a railroad to the mines, but
that would have cost twice as much
as building the Argentia branch. In­
stead of doing that they went to work
and ordered a number of five ton
trucks. The trucks have sunk in the
mud, and will never be seen down
here again.

No wonder why we have a deficit.
No wonder why the railroad cost
$1,600,000. If this is how you spent
the money and controlled its expendi­
ture then no wonder a big deficit is
facing su to-day. It was ail spent
through bungling and incapacity. For
this there was no authority whatever.
Then he goes on to say that a curtail­
ment of free passes (reads). All the
employees of the parent and subsidi­
ary companies have them, I have no
fault to find if there was no unfair
discrimination for we find the In­
spector General and others getting
them. The honourable members on
the opposite side belonging to the Out-
ports find it very costly to visit their
homes and there is no reason why
they when here attending to their leg­
islative duties should not get their
free passes home. We all know they
have no untold wealth and they de­
serve the consideration of the Gov­
ernment in that direction more so
than the Inspector General and oth­
ers. Mr. Macdonnell, the hon. member
for St. George’s has to go the full end
of the line and has to pay his full fare
all the time. His Honour the Speak­
er also has to do the same. I claim
all those expenses incurred here like
that ought to be refunded them be­
fore the House closes. The same ap­
plies to Mr. Archibald who has to
make many trips to his district to at­
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tend to the wants o£ his constituents.
I hope the Government will realize
their duty in this respect. (Reads.)
Now I join issue with the Govern­
ment on that point as I do not believe
they would have saved one dollar as
the railway is at the present time
suffering from the high cost of tra­
velling. The run from here to Syd­
ney on a boat only costs half of the
fare as it does on the railway. It is
absolutely essential to have a cheaper
rate of travelling and it is only false
economy, to run like it is being run.
It was pointed out by Sir John Cros-
bie re the consumption, of food stuffs:
that the earning power of the people
had dropped and I say it is dropping
all the time and the cheaper things
get the more will they purchase and
the same applies to the travelling on
the road.

The same applies to the freights.
By railroad the freight on a barrel of
flour from Sydney to here is $1.52 and
by ship it is only $1.00. You have got
to cut down the rates to get business.
Then he goes on to talk about the op­
eration of the road. (Reads.) That
was true and it is a point well taken.
The trouble about the railroad is that
there are many stretches along our
line where not a single soul is to be
found. It is impossible to operate the
road without any loss and some re­
medy ought to be found for this big
factor. The trains are only half filled
with freight most of the time. Why
has not the commission found a re­
medy to some degree at any rate? The
Canadian Government operated the
roads there last year and lost $7,000,-
000 and everyone knows whatever
Government took over the operation of
a railroad lost. But they were under
Government control. The United
States Government lost billions of dol­
lars. In the old country they were a
failure as well when operated by the
Government while they paid well 

when run otherwise. If proper re­
gard had been taken by the Commis­
sion I say an immense amount of
money would have been saved. The
memo, handed me in relation to this
matters reads as follows. (Reads).
Now there is a point that may be lost
sight of. When Sir John Crosbie was
head of the Shipping Department dur­
ing the year 1916 and onward the
Government took over the manage­
ment and operation of the road as
there was a tremendous scarcity of
ships and the submarines were quite
active. Every ship available was
handed over to the Russian Govern­
ment to keep the White Sea open and
we sacrificed our ships to help the
cause and with the exception of a
couple of ships we had none at all.
Therefore the railroad had to carry
more than it was ever intended to
transport and that burden was a con­
tinuous one and very little time was
given to the repair of the road. But
that road suffered terribly during that
period and the Reid Company were
never reimbursed, and I contend they
are entitled to the same consideration
given by other Governments. Bonds
should have been raised and the op­
eration of the road properly managed.
The Reids did their part very well
and they did their best to keep the
transportation open and in working
order.

These extra duties brought about
the condition of the road last year.
We voted $1,000,000 to fix up the road
caused because of the extra wear and
tear but that has nothing to do with
this question. (Reads). The Govern­
ment last year when they came in
here for $1,000,000 should have asked
for $2,000,000 and they would have it.
The Reids deserved it. I say this leg­
islature should give back the road as
they found it before the war period.
Then came another unnecessary and
ill advised action of the Government
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and that was the building of the
branch line to Argentia. I have no
fault to find with that but I contend
that the country could not afford it
and that temporary repairs should
have been effected. You had no leg­
islative authority to build it. You
then came in here and passed a Bill
of Indemnity to legalise your actions
and it is due to the retribution to­
wards the poor people out there that
the Opposition voted for it. The
whole thing was wrong. This term­
inal is going to cost the sum of four
hundred thousand dollars and for this
sum much better use could be found
as the country is in dire want of
money at the present time. Raising
it by means of bonds is only shirking
your duty and responsibility. Not be­
cause j-ou are spending it on capital
account you should so do. That debt
will go on for ever and then tax, sur­
tax and sales tax is the result. Still
you allow this to go on. In the Reso­
lutions before me there is a proviso
that money shall only be spent on cap­
ital account. Outside the expenditure
of the $1,500,000 the excess will be
charged up against the Reid Company
on settling day. Is there any hidden
meaning attached to that section?
You must find the money to spend on
capital account. Perhaps 8% will be
charged up to public and burden af­
ter burden is coming on their should­
ers until finally they will give way-
under strain. This is all due to
the indifference to the public welfare.
You got six engines from seventy-five
to eighty tons and what for? I under­
stand they cost about $500,000. Is
that so Mr. Coaker?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Cost three hundred and
fifty thousand.

Why was it necessary to purchase
these expensive locomotive's? They
were not built to carry their weight.
Why did you not only get fifty-ton 

engines and then less than six? A
man running a business to-day will
not so increase and elaborate his
equipment. Are not fifty-ton engines
sufficient to suit our road? You have
not considered the safety of the pub^
lie in this matter. Economy—why it
is the other way about. This action
of yours with regard to our tramway,
as that is all it is, is ill advised and
lacking wisdom. We only paid fifteen
thousand dollars per mile and we got
what we paid for. It cannot be any
good. In the Old Country they have
paid as much as £45,000 per mile.
Then you talk of getting eighty-ton
engines for this road of ours. Then
Hall gives us a long recitation about
railway matters such as fire boxes,
etc., which does not concern us.

They bought the box cars, etc. and
every kind of gear when they should
have been conserving. They say here.
(Quotes report.)

The condition here are different to­
day; the freight sheds have been half
empty for 12 months; the real trouble
is the money voted for building sheds
was spent in another direction.
(Quotes report.)

Now just imagine this in a countrj-
on the verge of bankruptcy. We know
the passenger accommodations are not
ideal, but to seriously consider new
style cars to be decided on by the
man from Canada when we are bank­
rupt, is madness. It is only fooling
the people. (Quotes report.)

Everyone knows that next to our
Cathedrals the railway station is the
biggest building in St. John’s; it is
not half used, and yet they suggest
increased space for the office hands.
It is outrageous. From the men who
composed the Commission—I do not
think the Hon. Minister of Marine has
read this—and Mr. Hall is only a vis­
ionary but a big man in th 6 States
when he has millions to spend—the
presumption of extension is ridicul-
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ous. To come in here and ask 1'or en­
largement is putting the trappings of
an elephant, on a cat; the expenses .
are too great and have to be consid­
ered and cut down. They could not
find the money to build a freight
shed but they ask for and recommend
the extension of the railway offices.
Here is a clause. (Quotes report).
Surely they didn't realize this when
they put it in the report. This is an
extraordinary statement from the
Commission considering the need of
cutting expenses. They realize it is a
foolish statement. Nobody wanted the
Commisison to do anything improper
or to leave undone anything that
should be done and this statement
damns the whole report as it shows
they have not enough backbone to do
what they are called' on to do. Evi­
dently the Commission sent in this
report as to the steamers with a view.
to escaping adverse criticism as they
wish to do in connection with the
railway. (Quotes report.)

The question of coals I think is a
serious one for the Reids. They had
no money; they had to get the coal
here before the 1st of January, the Do­
minion Co. would give them none
without the money and the Govern­
ment had to come to the rescue. This
year they ought to do with 40,000
tons at ?2 a ton less which ought to
mean practically half a million with
the reduced use of it. I believe the
Government have to provide it to keep
the road running as they can’t import
it in the winter but must get it in be­
fore the end of December. Last year
it cost $980,000 but this year it ought
to cost about $800,000. There are
reasons assigned for running the
road and one of these is cheaper coal.
They hope to have higher passenger
rates and cheaper wages. You are
confronted to-day with conditions that
make it wrong to reduce wages while
the Government is piling on taxes.

You spent last year $470,000 in snow­
fighting. This year you expect a less
volume of freight and less passengers
moving owing to the condition of the
country. The earning power from
Grand Falls is gone and they realize
they have greater competition than)
ever from water traffic. It is no
trouble to get steamers to compete
with the Reid Nfld. Co. in bringing
freight in and out of the country.
These are all reasons why you should
conserve and see that no money Is
wasted so that justification for this,
legislation would be your experience
when you come back here another
year. The report says some of this
may be left out. Why I ask. Isn’t it
of importance to the public—that is
why we complain, because it is left
out. That is the trouble—they are
not fair to the public. Why cloak it
from the public. What would be
thought of the directors at a meeting
of any shareholders if they said they
would not make the details of the
business public. No wonder there Is
lack of trust and confidence and the
people are fed up with the Govern­
ment. Very few of you have even
read the report. (Quotes report.)

Where is the necessity for all the
experts? Why send to Canada for
managers when you have better men
right here on the spot. You had to
bring in one who perhaps is pre-emin­
ent in his class but Mr. Hall met him
at Port aux Basques with, his report
He arrived, stayed three days and
wrote a letter, the same as we have
here. He told us what we all knew
before, said long ago that he would
recommend that we spend half a mil­
lion. Why pay him $2,500 a day for
what we all knew already. We heard
from the Hon. Prime Minister a few
days ago that we would have to get a
manager. We have freight men, sec­
tion men, and audit men and the
whole business to them is like A B C,
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and I know half a dozen men can run
it successfully. But still we got to
send for experts. Do you think the
men here are imbeciles? Why did not
the Prospero and Portia need experts
to run them? Mr. Foley, a hand in
Bowring’s office could.run them suc­
cessfully but they are now under Gov­
ernment control and we got to have a
Minister and assistant and various oth­
ers to do the same work or try to do
it. There are too many frills and we
get no returns. It is absolutely un­
justifiable and still we are asked to
subscribe to such nonsense. We have
experts as to the cars, etc., and no­
body knows how many more we will
have before we are much older. That
report will be discussed perhaps later
by those more efficient than myself
and things I do not see will be ex­
tracted from it, but it shows lack of
appreciation of the situation of the
country as will be pointed out when
we come to consider the money bills
which will show the country is on the
verge of bankruptcy. The money is
spent with no regard to economy. I
would like to quote some figures to
show the growth of expenditure on
the railway. The Hon. Prime Minis­
ter does not consider them or give
them out. I would like to refer to few
tables of them.

In 1919-20, that is the last year the
Reid Nfld. Co. ran the railway, the
expenses were $2,676,890 while the
earnings were $1,341,000, making a de­
ficit of $1,335,107. Last year, 1920-21
the expenses of running the road were
$1,350,000, the earnings were $700,-
000, making a deficit of $1,650,000. In
other words, the loss on the operation
of the Railway was $91,630, in 1904
and in 1921 it is $1,650,000. The op­
erating expenses in 1904 were $520,-
600, in 1905 $523,961, in 1917 $1,232,-
976. Now in 1920 the expenses of op­
eration were $2,767,890 and in 1921
they were $3,148,000, showing an in­

crease of $400,000 over the previous
year. In other words, while the op­
erating expenses in 1904 were $522,600
in 1921 they, are $3,148,000, or an in­
crease of $2,592,000 in that period,
showing that the cost of running the
railway has been gradually increasing
from year to year. Now, let us com­
pare the earnings. In 1904 the earn­
ings were $490,469 and in 1921 $1,433,-
783 or $1,700,000 less than the cost of
operation. Now, Mr. Chairman, I mere­
ly quote these figures for the purpose
of bringing home to the House the
serious problem that confronts this
country, a problem that no other gov­
ernment in Newfoundland ever had to
tackle and a problem, moreover, that
will not be solved for years to come,
and with a request now for another
million and a half dollars or more
besides all the other demands that
must be met, is it any wonder one
should ask,in the words so well known
“where are we and whither tending?’’
In the brief speech made by the Prime
Minister in introducing the Budget, he
said that in 1911 oui- Revenue was
$3,527,126.43 and our expenditure was
$3,406,278.22. I said at the time that it
was not long ago since our Revenue
was under a million dollars. The Rev­
enue in 1914 was $3,950,000 while the
Expenditure was $4,008,000 and in
1920 the Revenue was $10,951,000 and
the Expenditure was $9,247,000 or an
increase of 6% and 5 millions. Now
it must be remembered that this rev­
enue was due to war conditions. The
value of our fisheries jumped from 20
million dollars to over 40 millions and
other things increased accordingly,but
we put some by for a rainy day, and
let me say here that the people who
saved something in these days of plen­
ty are better off now as a result. The
question is however, how can people
pay as big a revenue now as they did
in 1914? There are at least 1,500 men
engaged on work that is not necessary 
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simply because work must be found.
to keep them from starving and thia
is another of the many blunders of
the Government. They are spending
$120,000 every month on the Hall’s
Pay Road and in addition to that,
other roads are being built to give
employment. The whole thing is only
a ease of simple proportion. You are
putting this country deeper in the
mire every day. You are overtaxing
the people who are unable to pay It
because the prices of the goods are
so far as they are concerned, prohi­
bitive. These Resolutions are so
serious that one is diffident about ex­
pressing an opinion on them and I
hope that before the debate closes
the Government will see fit to with­
draw them. It is unthinkable that we
should hand out a million and a halt
dollars in this way, and the worst of
it is that I do not believe the Reids
want it. If you must give it, however,
give it in such a way that it will be
spent properly and with due regard
to all the economy that is possible
under the circumstances.

MR. FOX—Just one or two words,
Mr. Chairman, on the matter of these
resolutions. I am glad to know that
the Government has at last decided
to ask this House for legislation on
the railway question. This however,
has not been done of their own voli­
tion; like everything else that the
Government has yet done, it has been
brought about by the assistance of
the Opposition. Three weeks ago an
attempt was made to close this House
and if this had been permitted, we
would have the same sorry spectacle
as we had last year when the Execu­
tive Council saw fit to throw over the
contract that existed between this
country and the Reids and in the pro­
cess lost something like $1,650,000
along with, I suppose, another million
dollars on captial expenditure, and
Mr. Chairman, when I discuss that I
ask is it not, after the experience of
the past, futile for the Opposition to 

speak at all. When one thinks of the
scandals that have been brought home
to the Government the past thirteen
months, the prostitution of public ser­
vices, the wanton waste of public
moneys and the total disregard of ev­
ery sense of decency and when one
thinks that although all this has been
shown up to the public and the public
has made no sign, I ask myself if it
is worth while discussing these mat­
ters.

When the contract of 1898 was
made, the hue and cry was raised that
the ountry had been sold to the
Reids but when the amended con­
tract of 1901 was brought in New­
foundland felt satisfied that her in­
terests would be protected. Last
year, however, when the present Gov­
ernment undertook their infamous
railway policy, Newfoundland was
sacrificed as she never was before.
Two million and a half dollars were
lost then and another million and a
half will be lost this year besides
still further expenditures on capital
account, yet not a dissenting voice is
heard from the other side. Now, it is
a truism that a government is but a
reflex of the people. If a Govern­
ment is bad the people have only
themselves to blame. Every country
must be prepared to have tiself judg­
ed, not by individual actions, but by
the actions of its government and X
say now that this Government is the
•worst that ever sat in this House of
Assembly. We might even say worse
than that when we realize all the
moneys that have been squandered,
how the Treasury has time after time
been raided and every prnciple of de­
cent government trampled upon. We
might call their deeds by stronger
names, and if those members who
have been guilty of such deeds occu­
pied places in civil life, they would
find themselves in a far different
position from that in which they are 
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this evening. But, we will forget that
for the nonce and content ourselves
with saying to them that you are the
most incapable crowd that ever sat
on the floors of this Assembly, for,
after all, the people are to blame and
as the quotation is “the wages of sin
are death.” It is regrettably true
that public opinion in this country Is
dead, at least there is an apathy that
shows that the people are no longer
interested in either civil or national
affairs.

One of the consequences is that the
Government is allowed to continue
making confusion worse confounded
and day by day sinking Newfoundland
to a depth from which she will never
be rescued. In the introduction of
these Railway Resolutions we have
another instance of Governmental in­
difference, incapacity and inability to
handle the most serious problem that
has confronted this country for the
past quarter of a century. Although
the Prime Minister intimated luye
that these Resolutions originated in
the report of Sir George Bury, his re­
marks a few days later contradicted
what he then said, because it will be
remembered that recently when it
came down to a question as to where
we were going to find the money for
railroad purposes the Prime Minister
said that he had earmarked iy2 mil­
lion dollars out of the six million dol­
lar loan that was floated. Now I do
not question the credentias of Sir
George Bury nor do I question his
abiliity, but once again we have to
judge by results. The two and a half
pages of foolscap, constituting his re­
port to the people of Newfoundland,
must of necessity give us a very poor
opinion of the study he made of rail­
way conditions in this country, and
when vze come to consider that poor
impoverished and bankrupt Newfound­
land has once more to go to her
Treasury and take out $10,000 to pay

Sir George Bury for that report, can
we but realize that there must be
something wrong with the man carry­
ing out such a policy of extrava­
gance. Only a few short weeks ago
we had the spectacle of the destitute
people of the city and of this coun­
try generally coming to the Bar ot
this House practically crying for
bread in addition to the stories com­
ing in from all parts of the country
pointing out the destitution people
are finding themselves in, still this
Liberal-Reform Government that the
people of this country are saddled
with to day begets the bright idea of
getting the Vice-President of the C. P.
R. to study in three days the New­
foundland Railway and he compiles
his report and puts in his bill for
$7,500 or $2,500 a day, exclusive of ex­
penses. There are men in the civil
service only getting a fifth of that
amount for a year’s work. There are
men working in every department of
the Government to-day getting 8500 a
year. These men of course are re­
ceiving by way of recognition for
their services a notification from the
Government that they are going to
have their present salaries cut ten
per cent. The Government does not
regard their services sufficiently valu­
able to continue paying them the pal­
try stipend of $500 a year, but they
regard the services of the eminent
Bury of such value that they are pre­
pared to pay him $2,500 a day for a
report that the present Manager ot
the railway, Mr. John Powell, could
compile with far better results to the
people of Newfoundland than the one
from this expert from Canada. The
general purport of the report is that
“without prejudice to past agree­
ments" this country has to dig down
once again to its pocket and find 1’4
million dollars to run a railway that
to-day is composed of two streaks of
rust across the country, the rails be­
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ing worn out and useless. Sir George
Bury says in his report as follows:
(Reads). I think the public will re­
alize that no man no matter how
qualified he may be could be capable
in three days of making an exhaus­
tive study of the railway conditions of
this country, and perhaps he knew as
little of the effect of those words as
he knew about the railway. Under
their contract and in consideration ot
their own best interests the Reid
Newfoundland Company might have
well be g’ven the credit of saying that
they were going to operate that rail­
way with the strictest economy and
any injunction comng from Sir George
Bury could not affect it. Then there
is a paragraph in the report that deals
a direct blow at a man whose com­
petency has been proven by years of
faithful service to the railway inter­
ests of this country. On all sides, ex­
cepting peril aps one or two members
of the Executive Council of the Gov­
ernment, Mr. John Powell's qualifi­
cations are beyond question. He is a
man who grew up with the road and
who knows it from" A to Z. He has
proven himself to be capable and fit­
ted for the position of General Man­
ager and if that railway has not paid
during the past two years it is not his
fault. Perhaps, if the full story of the
railway were disclosed the people of
Newfoundland would realize what they
never dreamt of before. Looking at
the figures contained in the report of
the Railway Commissioners, we find
that six millions of dollars were lost
on the operation of the railroad since
1904. It is hard to credit that any in­
stitution in this country can go on in­
curring such tremendous losses as
this railway system. Personally I do
not believe it. I have a strong sus­
picion that the railway is the milch
cow for every subsidiary service op­
erated by the Reid Newfoundland
Company. If there are losses in oth­

er directions T would not be surprised
if they were saddled on the railway
and any profits derived from the oth­
er services would not be put to the
credit of the railway. Hence it is
quite possible that any losses met with
by the other Companies might have
been added to whatever losses that
might have been incurred during any
one year of the operation of the rail­
road. Let us analyse the figures
brought in here in answer to certain
questions that were laid before the
Government. The incidental expenses
under one or two general headings are
positively appalling. In 1919 under
the head of general expenses there is
an item for $197,682; in 1920 when tho
railway was operated by the commis­
sion the general expenses came to
$347,374, practically $150,000 added to
the general expenses. I want to know
why this increase of $150,000? This
item is here, a cold bald statement,
but there is no information explaining
it. In 1919 there is an item, for inci­
dental expenses of $31,763; for 1920
under that general heading it is $116,-
069 or a difference of roughly $80,-
000. This is also unexplained. How
is all that, money made up and how
can this House intelligently discuss
these Resolutions requesting an ex­
penditure of 1% million dollars, with­
out having proper information as to
the actual earnings and losses and
without having the fullest possible in­
formation given to the House by way
of guarantee and accuracy of the fig­
ures tabled. Every question of im­
portance that came from the Opposi­
tion received the retort that there
was no correspondence. Sir Michael
Cashin asked for information a few
days ago about the six million dollar
loan that was recently floated, by the
Government and he was told that
there was nothing in writing. The
Governments expects the people to be­
lieve that and expects them to be­
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lieve that there is no correspondence
in connection with this important.
matter, although the correspondence
is actually in the archives of one of
the departments. The Government
fears to table any correspondence re­
garding the loan and how it was rais­
ed because they know what an ex­
tremely interesting story it would
make. As soon as it was asked by
this side of the House on what years
statement the loan was raised the an­
swer comes that there has been noth­
ing in writing. The same principle
applied to the railroad. Sir Michael
Cashin. asked for the information and
the correspondence that passed be­
tween the Government and the Reid
Newfoundland Company within the
past year and is again told that there
is none and that there is nothing in
writing. Has the Government such
unbounded confidence in the contract­
ors that thej1' will merely take their
word anci do nothing in ■writing? I
do not think that this is so, because
we have only to refer to the Prime
Minister’s speech of last year when
he exhausted the whole of the voca­
bulary in denouncing the Reids and
when there was nothing too bad for
him to say about the present Presi­
dent of the Company and when he
dragged in and defamed the name of
the man who could not defend himself
and for which, if he said it in a pub­
lic place, he would have to face a
libel suit for it. He dubbed the Reid
Newfoundland Company as a gang ot
incompetents and incapable, untrust­
worthy and altogether unsuitable. Sir
George Bury goes on to say in his re­
port that this Commission he sug­
gested should have the powers given
to a Canadian Commission; also that
he advocated the spending of 1% mil­
lion dollars on the actual operation of
the railway for the next twelve
months. Sir George talked in mil­
lions when be should have talked in 

hundreds. He came here and made
a cursory glance of the railway con­
ditions of the country it is true. He
left Canada and the precincts of the
C. P. R. Railway, but, evidently, he
had the atmosphere of that big coun­
try in his mind all the while he was
here. The idea of spending 1% mil­
lion dollars on a railroad in Canada is
only a trifling sum. In Newfound­
land it represents almost the major
portion of our total revenue. Perhaps,
Sir George Bury’s fortune approxi­
mates 1% million dollars for what I
know. At all events from his busi­
ness transactions abroad it is almost
an every day occurrrence for him to
put through deals aggregating 1% mil­
lions, and, therefore, be does not
question or stop to think whether
Newfoundland financially is capable of
bearing such a heavy burden such as
indicated in his recommendation for
this country in connection with rail­
road operation. There is another
paragraph in the report that is in­
tended to convey the impression that
the interests of the Government will
be guarded because a commission of
three will be appointed and who will
take care that Newfoundland is not
sacrificed. The same statemnet was
made last year, according to the -writ­
ten correspondence tabled in this
House a few months ago. When that
railroad was taken over by a Govern­
ment commission last year one of the
main principles was that Newfound­
land was to have a majority on that
commission, namely, the Reid New­
foundland Company 3, and the Govern­
ment 4. Now we all know what hap­
pened. The result was that the Reid
Newfoundland Company had three re­
presentatives on it and Newfoundland
one and that one was Mr. Coaker, who
was the sole lord and master of our
destinies. He represented four com­
missioners that he should have had on
that commission and it is no wonder 
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that Newfoundland to-night has to dig
down in its pockets and hand out
51,650,000 and look pleasant. The
Reid Company’s interests were pro­
tected, but were Newfoundland’s?
Once again results speak, and from
the results that Newfoundland has to
pay 2% millions for the delightful ex­
periment undertaken last year, we can
very well form an opinion whether
her interests were as fully protected
as they should have been. If we want
to find out why $1,650,000 was spent
we need not go further than one para­
graph in the report of the Commis­
sion. That paragraph is very illum­
inating. and, I think, is the key-note
io the whole situation. On page 21
will be found that literary gem.
(Reads). They said in effect that they
spent money unwarrantedly to avoid
adverse criticism. Now that self-con­
demnation has written themselves
down as men who were derelict in
their duties to this country when in
order to avoid adverse criticism from
the Reids or anyone else they spent
money liberally and without any re­
gard for the country’s welfare. They
were liberal with money that did not
belong to them and far more liberal
than what was required of them.
When we realize that Newfoundland
is a fishing country with poverty and
destitution on every hand at the pre­
sent time and when we do not know
where we are going to find to-mor­
row morning’s meal and when perhaps
next winter will be the worst in the
history of every man who is alive to­
day and when the conditions that we
have gone through will be nothing
compared with the conditions we have
to face and when every single cent
should be husbanded to prepare for
such a contingency and then for these
men, who are owned body and soul by
the Reids, to go down to the public
Treasury and take and spend money
in a manner that neither their duties 

noi- their work could justify is I say
nothing short of an outrageous scand­
al. No wonder we had a loss of $1,-
650,000 on the railroad last year. Why
it is only through the mercy of Pro­
vidence that the country is not bank­
rupted outright. That is the type ot
men that Newfoundland had entrusted
to control its affairs. Next to the fish
regulations this railroad commission
was the most expensive experiment
ever brought into existence in this
country. The commission may be in­
clined to Took upon page 21 of their
report as a frank expression of opin­
ion, but I look upon it as the utter­
ances of men who were weak enough
to be controlled by influence which
should have had no effect on them.
They had not got the tact to cover up
their tracks or to keep their breach
of faith to themselves, because they
know that they broke faith with the
people of Newfoundland.

Mr. Chairman, when the Com­
mittee rose at six thirty I was re­
ferring to paragraph one page twenty-
one, and on looking it over one could
not find anywhere a more serious
charge against those gentlemen who
last year were supposed to guard the
Crown Lands’ interests, than they
have levelled against themselves in
this paragraph.

I suppose the public will one day
realise the significance of remarks of
this sort. Those members of the
Government who are not tied to the
party chariot wheels, those who have
a sense of their obligations and re­
sponsibilities, those men who want to
see things done properly, and the in­
terests of the country carefully safe­
guarded, I ask them to-night what do
they think of a commission of that
sort, who last year undertook a work,
which the public had not called upon
them to perform, but which having
undertaken it, it was their bounden
duty to see that every cent was ex­
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pended for the furtherance of the pub­
lic interests. We might attempt to
palliate some of their actions, and we
might be prepared to take with a
grain of salt certain criticism coming
from certain quarters with regard to
their work, but here in this report we
have their own statement that they
spent moneys of which they were only
the trustees far more largely than the
volume of traffic warranted. I do not
know whether they realise the import
of their remarks, or whether when
that paragraph was being printed
that these men knew they were writ­
ing an indictment for themselves.
You private members of the Govern­
ment who are not tied to the party
machine does it not strike you after
reading this paragraph, that much
more of the criticism levelled at these
people is perfectly justified. How
long, oh, Lord, how long? The coun­
try to-night is as poor as Lazarus.
There is not a cent in the Treasury
which is not earmarked to pay a debt.
We are going along raising loans of
five or six million dollars to pay oft
other loans, and in the truest possible
sense of the word, Newfoundland Is
living upon the interest of what she
owes, and still we have people under
obligation to safeguard her interests,
and control her expenditures, we have
these people coming in and in defi­
ance of every law governing expendi­
ture of moneys, taking money they
are not entitled to, throwing it away
with an abandon which has already
brought Newfoundland to the brink
of ruin, and is settling her in a posi­
tion from which she will never recov­
er. The position in N ewfoundland
to-day is analagous to the position in
France some centuries ago, the Gov­
ernment blind to the interest of the
country robbing money from a depres­
sed people, spending money extrava­
gantly, grinding down the people to
get money to further every private in­

terest and personal desire of a crazed
monarchy until at last they drove the
people beyond the bounds of discre­
tion, and they paid for their misdeeds
with their blood, and Newfoundland
is in the same position. She is gov­
erned by an Administration that came
into power on the wave of a prejudice,
created deliberately to stir up the
worst passions of an easily beguiled
electorate vilifying men who had done
good service to Newfoundland. You.
sympathized with the people because
of the taxes they were paying and
you told them that the public ex­
penditure were far in excess of what
they should be, and you told them
that the high cost of living was
brought about by the Government
then in office, and that when you got
in you would see that expenditures
were cut as low as possible to give
efficient service to the country, and
that the high cost of living would be
reduced. Then what happened.

You were hardly in office when you
put over two and a half million dol­
lars on tc the public expenditure. You
brought in a profiteering bill but be­
cause perhaps it would have to be
directed against some of your best
friends it was left in abeyance last
year, a dead letter never carried out,
and the people of Newfoundland last
year paid as they never before paid
and as they never should be asked to
pay for the necessaries of life. Once
you had used them like an old glove
they were thrown aside. The people
were no longer serviceable to you.
They had served your purpose and for
the time being you had no further in­
terest in them. In addition to the
two and a half million dollars you
added to the public expenditure you
put five hundred per cent, on to your
own salaries. You could not help the
people but you took good care to help
yourselves. But I think in one re­
spect wo can all congratulate you be­
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cause you never had the impudence to
justify your action and then with re­
spect to this year Newfoundland pass­
ed through a year the worst in her
history in 1920 was perhaps the dark­
est shadow that ever settled on the
banks of Newfoundland, and then we
come in this year and pile tax upon
tax until now the man who earns a
dollar pays seventy-five cents of it to
the Government, and then you smil­
ingly talk about carrying out your
promises and performing the pledges
you made to the electorate a short
eighteen months ago.

You found yourselves in the hole
this year, and money was necessary.
How did you get out of it? The future
will tell, but there is a suspicion that
you got it in fictitious statement. You
got your six million, and as soon as
you found that it was not all immedi­
ately necessary you used it to pay pas­
sed bills. Hundreds of thousands of
dollars of the public’s money has been
thrown to the wind. The only creative
ability you have displayed is to ex­
pend extravagantly the money of other
people. You seem to be geniuses in
creating avenues of expenditure. You
flooded the country with school inspec
tors without advancing the cause of
education the least bit. Fish inspec­
tors were sent broadcast to throw
away the money of the people who are
struggling to maintain large families.
At one time the Minister of Marine &
Fisheries made the price of fish what
he liked, but this year his limit of am­
bition is six or seven dollars. Why
does he not make the price big this
year. Never before was it more need­
ed. I only hope it will be six or seven
dollars, but there are grave doubts
amongst fish buyers.

To-day Newfoundland is in the posi­
tion that she has not a cent of her
own. She has to go to charitable fi­
nanciers and get assistance. In the
railroad matter the Government seems
to forget that there is any such thing 

as a Government contract. They clos­
ed the door of this House, refused to
answer any questions regarding a rail­
road proposition, and getting the backs
of the people’s representatives turned
they went down behind closed doors
and disregarded completely the peo­
ple's rights and inheritance. Now this
year they seem also to forget that
there is a contract, and that the con­
tract must be carried out without fav­
or or affection. The honourable, the
Leader of the Government, said in 1919
that the Reid Nfld. Company would no
longer be a liability on the people of
Newfoundland. Every member on the
Government side joined hands with
the Reids last year and took two and
a half million dollars from the public
treasury to pay bills that only the
Reids themselves were responsible for.
This year we have a repetition, only
this year you bring it down under the
cloak of an expert’s report. Now I
hold no brief for the Reids. They
must have had tremendous odds
against them, especially during the
last few years. The road did wonder­
ful work during the war period. They
kept the road in operation during the
winter months, and that could not be
done by any railroad men in the world
except in Newfoundland. The railroad
has dropped, according to the state­
ments filed here, six million dollars.
There must be something wrong some­
where. They never would have car­
ried on the operation of the railroad if
they were losing a half million a year.
It may be what the Prime Minister
said last year it was. At least, it is
food for thought, and I commend it to
the Prime Minister’s following.

But look at the way the interests of
the people were conserved last year.
Two and a half million dollars were
taken from the pockets of the people
to feed the company. As was said this
afternoon it is only when driven to
desperation that a traveller goes over
the line, and when you are forced to 
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twisted, or something else? Has any­
body the effrontery to suggest that Mr.
John Powell has not the qualifications
to study the Company’s system and
outline a policy equal to one contain­
ed in this report? (Reads). For all
this the country has got to pay that
sum of money and for the benefit of
this report the sum of $7,500 plus ex­
penses to be paid to a man who came
down here, more in the sense of a
tourist than a man who came to earn
his money. During the past few weeks
the Government press has flooded the
country with the reports commenting
upon the tactics of the Opposition. They
say the Opposition criticised the Reso­
lutions, but they did not advance any
practical suggestions. Now it has be­
come a matter of history that every
thing you did was not of your own vo­
lition, there was nothing done under
the personal initiative of yourselves.
Nothing that was done was the out­
come of your own creative genius. But
all that you did was done because the
Opposition forced you to do it. You
have practically from the beginning to
the end picked the brains of the Op­
position. You have acted on all the
suggestions coming from this side.
Now you want the Opposition to help
you in a very serious problem, but it
is not the position of the Opposition
to come in here and outline some prac
tical policy re the railroad, but in the
manifesto of your leader the people
were promised a railway policy that
would suit the requirements of the
country. Let him live up to his prom­
ise if he can. When you ask for any
suggestions and co-operation from the
Opposition you should supply those
whom you want to make your allies
with certain information and data so
that they will be able to consider the
matter intelligently. You have had ne­
gotiations with the Reid Company al­
though when asked you denied it. You
were discussing a different proposition
than this with them. You refused to
supply any information to this House.

Why you did not attempt with regard
to the Resolutions, to make any ex­
planations as to the expenditures. They
are compiled in such a way that no
one can tell how in the name of the
world the loss is made up. There are
items in this statement which I believe
you will never be able to explain your­
selves. Take the items under the head
ing General Expenses. Four hundred
thousand dollars are tied up. That
cannot be explained. The Prime Min­
ister said that he made up that amoupt
because there were five thousand tons
of coal more last year at $14 per ton,
but that would be only $70,000, where
is the balance? These figures give us
the impression that there has been an
effort to cloak expenditures for which
there are no justification whatever.
One cannot but help doubting the ac­
curacy of these figures. Do you think
then we are going to accept them at
face value? When you brought down
the railway policy as it has turned out
you should have said we have very
many serious problems to work out,
but of them all the railway one seems
the most feasible and for the follow­
ing reasons and then enumerate them.
But this is the lazy man’s way of gett­
ing over the difficulty and according
to the Prime Minister’s own words he
said the government could not do it,
so that it had to import a man and pay
him for work which the government
undertook to do. You said you had no
policy to offer and Sir George Bury has
This is no way to attack the problem,
and if this report had anything to
commend it the Opposition may con­
sider it. But it means nothing but ad­
ditional expenditure of $1,500,000, and
then your presumption that the Oppo­
sition will accept, but it is beyond my
comprehension why you dare presume
that. Now as I said a moment ago, 1
have not a lot of sympathy for the
contractors under this contract. You
have to treat them as you would treat
any one else, no privileges, no undue
favour, nothing that will conflict with
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the best interests of Newfoundland.
Twenty years ago they entered into a
solemn contract with the Government
for the performance of a certain work.
They have the railway still. The Reids
contracted to operate it for fifty years
with certain concessions which the
Government gave them, and the coun­
try expects them to carry out their
contract. It provides that in case of
the contractors defaulting certain con­
sequences shall follow. There were
also certain penalties to be enforced
if the contractors broke their contract.
If any thing •was undone which should
be otherwise they should be treated
like any other individual on Water St.
Take the case of two private individu­
als. In case of breach, what would
happen? Is it a question at all? The
consequences would those which the
parties had in mind when they enter­
ed into the contract. But now you ask
the tax payers of the country to finance
the Reids to do a certain work which
they contracted to perform. Has any
attempt been made to find out the ef­
fect of the railway contract? Has the
Government endeavoured to ascertain
its exact position under the contract?
Has it found out to what extent its ex­
act position is under the contract? Has
it found out to what extent they can
force the contractors to perform their
contract? If there has been any at­
tempt how was it made? After twenty
years work the Reids come along and
say they are unable to continue. There
is then a clear breach of contract. Do
the Reids expect to get all the advant­
ages under the contract , and none of
the disadvantages? Would that be tol­
erated in any other country? The
Prime Minister said no undue consid­
eration would be shown the Reids. Yet
you take from the Treasury $1,500,000
to help them to perform their contract.
They should be required to perform
it according to law. If this is to bo
done this year how long will it con­
tinue? Is it to be done till the expiry
ol the contract in 1950? I suggest that

immediate steps be taken to institute
legal proceedings against the con­
tractors for breach of contract. When
one party to a contract makes a breach
of his obligations that brings about a
certain set of circumstances.

Is it not the right thing to do if we
know there is a breach of contract to
set the machinery in motion and see if
Newfoundland cannot be compensated
for the breach. How are you going to
do this thing and expect the people to
think we are consistent, if you wink
this breach out of sight. But now you
are going to enter into a new agree­
ment for a new year and give them one
and a half millions. How can you do
anything else as logical legislators, but
insist that the contract be carried out
Last year unconstitutionally and scan­
dalously, you tore the contract up and
flung it in the faces of the people who
sent you to this House and forced them
to pay two and a half millions, and
now you expect this year to add insult
to injury and the people to stand for
your shirking an issue which confronts
you and which the people have said
you got to handle. Are you going to
deliberately defy the provisions of the
contract and add another one and a
■half millions to the debt of the Colony.
If nothing else the people expect you
to carry out your manifesto, to now
fulfill your pledge. It faces you square
ly. Take up the problem and make
the contractors fulfill their agreement
t< the country or suffer the consequen­
ces of their failure. Instead of winking'
it out of sight do what the law says,
you must do, and tell them if they do
not carry out the contract they got'to

‘f.ake the consequences. You are bound
by it as by any other law on the Sta­
tute books. Bring in- an act rescind­
ing it if you do not intend to enforce
it, but while you are there you are
bound by it. You are bound body and
soul and the Reids exert an influence
over you greater than over any other
government and they have worsted you
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every time in all their transactions.
Every trick has been played by them
to win and they have won. You can­
not face the public with any other
statement than carry out the law. The
law says, carry .out the contract and it
is up to you to see that it is enforced
properly. You cannot avoid the situ­
ation that confronts you; you dare not
avoid it, to do so would be to violate
one of the acts of the Legislature.
There is something as solemn as any­
thing on the Statute books; it is part
and parcel of the laws of the country;
it binds both Newfoundland and the
Reids, and yet you have the temerity to
come in here and ask us to do some­
thing diametrically opposed to it. No
matter how much we may sympathise
with them in their position, we are
bound by the Act while it is on the
books; we cannot do anything but
obey its mandates and you are derelict
in your duty to the people when you
refuse to insist on the performance of
the contract. I do not see how we can
do anything but vote against these re­
solutions. If we are to pay any respect
to the laws of the land we live in, or
to look with respect on what is pass­
ed by the Legislature, there is nothing
to do, but enforce them. Nothing to do
but insist on their performance or in
case of failure, insist on the penalties.
This is the only position we can take.
It is not competent for us to consider
this to-night; we either got to throw it
in the discard or consider it in full. If
the old contract has failed, even from
an every day business point is it not
only logical to say we will make a new
one instead of going on and adding one
and a half millions yearly to the debt
of the Colony. You say it is to be
charged to them and in the next breath
you say they are insolvent. Everything
spent now on capital account is spent
on the dead; there is no legal justifi­
cation for it. I do not feel like touch­
ing such an important matter as this,
but think it should be submitted to the
people. The Railway problem is the 

most serious matter before the country
and the consideration of all the people
ought be brought to bear on it. It
should not be solved except by the peo­
ple; you ought to appeal to them on it.
I would not consider voting on it be­
cause I do not consider we are com­
petent to do so without a mandate
from the people. Therefore, Mr. Chair
man, I intend to vote against these
resolutions apd feel that when the
House comes to seriously considei
.them they must see the situation fac­
ing them in the measure before the
Chair. It is a defiance of the law of the
land and the House has no justifica­
tion for throwing aside the contract
entered into by the leader of the go^
eminent who promised the people to
see it carried out, to enforce the penal­
ties or enter into a new contract for
the performance of the service. In
nny case the people ought to be con­
sulted before you burden them with
this enormous outlay.

MR. WALSH.—As a first duty, Mr.
Chairman, which I consider I owe the
constituents who sent me here to this
House. I am resolved not to allow
these resolutions to pass without go­
ing on record for or against, them.
The history of railroads has been so
well outlined by previous speakers
that there is no need for me to go in­
to the details concerning them. But
I intend to deal with the action of the
Reids and I say it is not good enough
when we have to consider if we will
give them 1% million dollars after
they have fallen down hopelessly on
their job. When they were contract­
ors under the government of the then
Sir Edward Morris—a man who was
vilified in the party press as the di­
rect servant of the company—they
had to bear their losses but in the late
campaign your winning card was your
promise to make them toe the line
and live up to their obligations. This
Government was going to prevent the
trains being turned upside down daily 
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and to remedy all the evils which
were pointed out by the men now in
the Executive and who said the road
was unsafe to travel over. Was it all
a well conceived plot? We heard a lot
about graft in 1919 but where is there
anything greater than the giving ot
HA millions to the people whom you
vilified from every political platform.
We have often heard of the nigger in
the woodpile but it is no joke this
time, When we consider that last
year the Commission made a hopeless
mess of the road, headed by the Hon.
Minister of Marine who was trotting
around Europe instead ,of being at
home attending to his work, it is noth­
ing to his credit. Nor is it to the
credit of the Hon. Prime Minister af­
ter denouncing the Reids here in his
speech of a year ago, to allow the
Hon. Minister of Marine and his
secret agents, Collishaw and company,
to manipulate the funds of the coun­
try to the tune of 2% millions. It is
no laughing matter, Sir, and the bon.
member for Fortune would not smile
if he knew you were a party to it. I
do not profess to be an orator or to
be able to put up such strong argu­
ments as those who preceded me, and
it may be alright for the Hon. Minis­
ter of Justice who has a fat salary
and those who have their cosy man­
sions with no need to worry about the
necessities for their families, but
what about the underdogs who sent
you here—it is no smiling matter for
them. I do not expect you to vote
against your salaries and that is what
is keeping most of you in your places.
If it were not for the salary, some of
you would be the first to denounce the
giving of the millions. It is said
that America was discovered by the
Italians, financed by the Jews and
run by the Irish. The same cannot
be said of Newfoundland though an
Italian did discover it. But it can be
said that Newfoundland is owned and 

run by the Reids and their hired men.
Take the papers supporting the pre­
sent Government in the 1919 campaign
and also the Manifesto of the Hon.
Prime Minister and see what they had
to say of the Reids and their railway
system and then come into this House
and listen to the debates.

Note the silence of the men who a
little more than a year ago were go­
ing to put tlie Reids in their place.
One would think that we were a lot
of Rip Van Winkles who had only just
woke up. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion, Sir Michael Cashin, and others
of his associates on this side of the
House who are supposed to be the
great Reid advocates would not dare
to bring in these Resolutions. The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
when a year ago he created himself
the President of the Railway Com­
pany, and I believe he was sincere in
what he undertook at the time, said
that he was going to put seven men
on the Commission, but instead of get­
ting a good local man for the posi­
tion, he appointed as secretary of that
Commission, Hall, a brilliant importa­
tion and a man who was already
drawing a salary of ?4,000. You had
lots of men in this country fitted for
the job, men who had returned from
France and Flanders and who appeal­
ed to you to do something for them in
return for the sacrifices they had
made but you gave them the cold
shoulder for Mr. Hall who is put on
every commission of enquiry and ev­
ery other commission that happens to
be appointed. Then again you de­
prive men like Capt. Jones over there
of their passes, a privilege that was
their’s by right but you place a palace
car at the disposal of Hall and your­
self, you saw that it was provided
with a fat larder and stewards to tend
on you and you used this car to take
you to Port Union to confer’ with Geo.
Barr and others of his ilk who have 
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put this country on the bum. I be­
lieve, Mr. Chairman, that there is suf­
ficient manhood on the other side, at
least in the rank and file, to assert
itself before these Resolutions go
through. I will say this, that the man
who votes for them will not be allow­
ed to come inside the park after an­
other election, much less into this
House.

Since the House opened the session
has extended over three seasons. It
began in the winter season, the
spring has come and gone, the summer
is now here and the possibilities are
that we shall go into the autumn. This
is most extraordinary but if there
were not good and sufficient reason
for keeping the House open, there are
men on this side who would have been
glad to close it after two weeks, but
what has been said to-night is, I
think, sufficient justification for any
delay that might be attributed to the
action of the Opposition. Three
weeks ago the Leader of the Govern­
ment tried to suspend the rules so
that Mr. Coaker would be again able
to manipulate with the Reids and, af­
ter all, I cannot blame you for want­
ing to get out of here as quickly as
possible because if Sir Michael Cashin
had been guilty of one hundredth
part of what you have done, not alone
would the House have been cleaned
out but it would not be here at all.
When any Newfoundlander who in­
tends to live his life in this country
and who is trying to make it a fit
place to live in, when such a man 1
say comes to ponder on all that is be­
ing done and to walk the road over
which we are travelling, it should be
enough to wake him up. When ap­
peals are made for necessary improve­
ments we cannot find the money to
effect them as for example, when a
few days ago the Government was
asked to provide more beds in the
Sanitorium. This appeal fell on deaf 

ears and Dr. Rendell was told that
there were no funds. We cannot find
$10,000 to increase the Old Age Pen­
sions although we take good care
that on the eve of an election we do
not forget to make all sorts of pro­
mises and then the old man if he is
not able to walk is taken in a car­
riage and brought to the booth room
to vote. I have no doubt that Mr.
Jackman, whom I see down there in
the corner, made the same promises in
this regard as I did when he went
through the District, but its fulfil­
ment is a very different, matter. 1
asked the question early in the ses­
sion how many applications were on
file for the Old Age Pension and I was
informed that there were over three
hundred but I was also informed by
the Leader of the House that there
was no increase in the vote. In oth­
er words, only sufficient money can
be found to keep the men whom Sir
M. P. Cashin put on the list, and
those to whom I and others promised
the. pension must wait till' their next-
door neighbour dies to take his place.

But in his manifesto, the Prime Min­
ister, not satisfied with adding a few
more aged and worn out fishermen to
the list of those receiving the pension,
must express his intention of increas-
into the amount of it from $50 to $100
and not only that, but he was going
to give it to the women as well as the
men. Ah! but when H. D. Reid waved
the magic wand and Mr. Collishaw
stepped in the old fishermen could go
die for all the Prime Minister cared.
Mr. Chairman, I appeal to you as an
honest man, to say whether you think
it is fair to come in here and ask for a.
million and a half dollars, the expendi­
ture of which nobody knows anything.
I do not care whether it is to the Reids
or any one else you are going to give
it. When I was identified with the
Morris Government I had on more
than one occasion to fight the Reids to
get proper treatment for my constitu­
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ents and you will find on file In the
Colonial Secretary’s office correspon­
dence signed by W. J. Walsh denounc­
ing the Reids for their failure to do
what was right. I cared not then for
either Morris nor Reid, and these are
wy principles to-day. On the other
hand, if I see a contractor making an
honest effort to carry out his contract
I am ready and willing to give him
due credit. Every election that has
been fought in this country since ’98
has been fought around the Reids and
they always came out on top, but never
have they been placed on such a pe­
destal as they have been now. Sir M.
P. Cashin said in the course of his re­
marks, I think his exact words were
these: “As far as I am concerned, I
care not what happens; my family and
myself will not be in want, but it is
for my fellow countryman that I am
sorry.” Now, Mr. Chairman, these are
noble sentiments and I wish I too
could give expression to them. With
the first part of them I cannot join be­
cause I am not financially secure like
Sir M. P. Cashin. I am the father of a
large family, and by this vote to the
Reids you tax me to the extent that
you take from these little Newfound­
landers the only protection I am able
to give them, namely life insurance
and the same applies to the greater
number of fathers amongst the 250,-
000 people in the country. If you put
on masks and went down and raided
the Treasury and then sold the coun­
try to the first bidder, the fortunate
forty or fifty thousand people who are
in good financial circumstances could
emigrate but it is not so with the great
majority who would have to remain
and take the consequences. The Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries, the man
whom I hold largely, if not wholly re­
sponsible for the condition this coun­
try finds itself in to-day, should be
prepared for the criticisms that must
now be levelled against him, and to do
him justice I think that he is. It is not
so long ago when it took but very lit­

tle to bring him to his feet, but that
ir> all changed now. These were the
days when he was satisfied with out-
port life and all that pertained there­
to, before the web was woven that has
since entangled him. Some of us had
expected great things from him if he
ever got control in this country, and
perhaps if the gvernment to-day were
differently constituted, things would
be somewhat different from what they
are. By this vote, the country will
have gven to the Reids the sum or $4,-
500,000 and as was instanced last year
without any attempt being made to
protect the funds of the Colony in any
way. Last year the Commission spent
$1,565,000 and we had steamers run­
ning everywhere, trains running on
schedule every day and you were pay­
ing men the very highest wages. Now
you are cutting the service down to
fine-third, reducing the wages of the
employees and still you are asking for
the same amount. Surely this is pre­
posterous. The Trepassey train, at
any rate should be allowed to continue
on the old schedule. The very men
who went to the country and promised
the people new roads and new branch­
es are now prepared to take the ser­
vices they had away from them. The
Bay de Verde service is to be curtailed
and cut out altogether, yet the repre­
sentatives of that important district
make no protest, but they are prepar­
ed to hand over $1,500,000. I want to
endorse what has been said by some
lion, gentleman on this side of the
House, altho’ I did not have the pleas­
ure of hearing most of the speakers,
but especially do I want to emphati­
cally endorse what was said by my
lion, friend, Mr. Higgins with regard
to the Reid Newfoundland Company. If
you as a government, Mr. Chairman,
when this House closed about a year
ago and you finally decided to run the
railroad by a commission, had any fore
sight which you should have had and
if you had been the true representatives
of the people, who sent you here, that 
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you should have been, and when you
saw it was Inevitable that Government
inent control was to take existence,
your first duty should have been to
look around and advertise for other
contractors, if the Reid Newfoundland
Company were bankrupt as we have
been told, and you should have looked
to Canada or the United States, or any
other country for contractors. It was
your duty as representatives of the
people to look around and see if you
could find suitable men to make an ot
fer to take over the road. Now I do
not know much about the ’98 or '01
contracts, but there are gentlemen on
this side of the House who do know
and I am quite prepared to take their
opinions with regard to these ■ con­
tracts, and I think that if you as a
business like Government had sent a
competent man to Canada—and you
had lots to send there such as you had
to send to other parts of the world on
other missions—to consult with com­
petent men there, and to bring with
them a copy of the contract under
which the Reids were carrying on the
service and had brought a Solicitor
with them who would intelligently be
able to put the proposition before pros­
pective contractors and then if you
failed after having made an honest at­
tempt to do something and came in
here this session and placed your cards
on the table to that effect, perhaps a
great deal of the lengthy debate that
we have had on these Resolutions
might have been avoided; but you did
not do so. You made absolutely no
attempt, but, as has been said before.
twenty-four hours before your agree­
ment expired you telegraphed to Can­
ada and brought down one Sir George
Bury. What his qualifications are with
regard to Canadian or American rail­
roading I do not know. I dare say he
is looked upon as a competent man be­
cause he went over to Russia during
the war period and untangled a seri­
ous problem there with regard to trans
portation; but conditions with regard 

to war transportation in Russia and
conditions as to railroading in Canada
or the United States are far different
to the conditions that exist in this
country and nobody knows that better
.han the Ex-Minister of Railroads. Sir’
George Bury arrived at Port aux Bas­
ques and met Mr. T. A. Hall, the Gov­
ernment Engineer, pnd, no doubt, was
conducted to the best accommodation
that this road can provide, perhaps, to
■he same pa’-atlul car that M.r Coaker
used to aso ou his trips to Port Union.
Sir George Bu y made a flv’..n visit
across country and to the Placentia
and Bay de Verde branches, and in
five days he handed in this famous doc
ament, which I do not propose to read
to the House t.s it has already been
lead, published and studied by a great
many of the pc :ple who will bo called
n.-on to contribute tne $7,59-’ and ex­

it- nses, or $8,000, that S;r G^’.-ge Bury
took from this c u.ntry for five days
work. As Mr. Higgin-1 sc-l in his
s, eecb the other day you •'ould go up
to Reids and find a.i ~ ordinary labour­
ing man even a section man w'lli pick
and shovel, who could make you a
similar report as that which Sir Geo.
Bury charged you $8,000 for. It is no
trouble for the Government to find $8,-
600 for Sir George Bury for a useless
report; but we are told in this House
that one thousand dollars cannot be
provided for a cot in the Sanitorium
for some poor unfortunate boy or girl.
who may be slightly afflicted with lung
trouble. Sufficient money cannot be
found to put an extra cot in the Sani­
torium to give the poor afflicted ones
a fighting chance for their lives; a
paltry $50 cannot be provided per year
to give some poor worn out fishermen;
but there is no trouble on the part of
the Government to find $8,000 for Sir
George Bury. Now these are matters
that I have no doubt do not appeal to
the members of the Executive Govern­
ment, but they are matters that must
appeal to the ordinary members ot
this House—members of this House 
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who are not voting for the giving of
this one and a half million dollars to
the Reids, members who are not vot­
ing for the giving of this $8,000 to
Bury and the members who are not
subscribing to the saddling of this
country with millions of dollars of
debt. Now I do not mean any of the
men who are occupying Executive
seats and Departmental offices, and
who do not hold seats in this, the peo­
ple’s House, and never will and who
are drawing down as high as $30,000
a year. Take Dr. Campbell, who was
never elected in this country, and who,
I have no doubt, never will. I have
no hesitation in stating to-night that
he is drawing down not a cent less
than $30,000. Although not elected by
the people, he is Minister of Agricul­
ture and Mines; he was pitchforked in­
to the House of Lords, which one time
used to be styled the dumping cham­
ber by the men who dumped Campbell
there. He is allowed to indiscrimin­
ately rake in thousands of dollars from
other sources that the members of the
Government know well about, but
have not the courage to get up and de­
nounce such practice. I remember
reading a report of a famous Conven­
tion held in a certain part of this coun­
try only a year ago. At that Conven­
tion a crowd of men assembled, and, I
have no doubt in all honesty, passed
Reslut ions that any man holding a
departmental office should hold a seat
.aiso in the popular branch of the Leg­
islature. The Resolutions were put and
unanimously passed, and there the
matter ended. There are other men as
well as Dr. Campbell who could be
criticized in this connection and it
may. seem strange on my part to get
up and attack a man who is not in a
position to defend himself here. I re­
gret to have to do it. There is one
thing that can be truthfully said about
me, that I am unafraid of criticising
any man in his public capacity, I care
not who he may be, and I want to have
him in his place in this House and any­

thing that I do say is not meant for
him as a private individual. Any man
who is handling the money belonging
to the thousands of fishermen of this
country, his actions are open to criti­
cism. Now there are other men in this
country who have had an opportunity
to spend and rake in large amounts of
money besides the Reid Newfoundland
Company, and there are other men
who have been worthy of considera­
tion and who have been totally ignor­
ed. My colleague, Mr. Sullivan, while
speaking here the other evening, re­
ferred to a man, belonging to the dis­
trict of Placentia and St. Mary’s, who
nad held a position in the public ser-
v’ee for the past sixteen years and
who has been dismissed by the pres­
ent Government. This man gave one
of his sons in defence of the Empire—
though I do not think that gives him
any claim, at least it is not recognised
as such by the members of the Govern­
ment. This man, who to-day is mourn­
ing and must mourn for the balance of
his years the loss of that noble son,
you had no hesitation, Mr. Chairman,
in firing out of his job because he was
drawing down six or eight hundred
dollars a year. As Mr. Coaker said on
many occasions, how long, O Lord,
how long is this sort of thing going to
continue. I think it is utterly useless
and a waste of time for the members
on this side of the House to labor hour
after hour, and pleading on behalf of
the common people who send us here.
It seems to be the set policy of the
government to sit tight. They have
their programme mapped out, their
plans are made and when the Opposi­
tion are tired talking they will put
through the Resolutions as they have
sufficient followers—some of them on-
lv half fools and do not think that they
are committing political suicide—to
put them thrugh. I venture to predict
to-night that there is not a solitary
member of the Executive Government
who is seriously anticipating ever go­
ing before the electorate again. If they 



972 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
are it is not for a Newfoundland con­
stituency they intend running. There
may be men In the present Executive
who do intend to remain in public life,
but if they do it is not in this country
They may have in their minds eye a
seat in Quebec, Ontario, Alberta, or
some other portion of the great Do­
minion of Canada into which they are
trying to dump this country. But I
contend that they will be foiled in that
little game no matter how hard they
try, notwithstanding the utterances of
Mr. Coaker, to Sir John Crosbie on the
contrary. A few evening’s ago while
Mr. Coaker was in his seat Sir John
Ciosbie charged him with having told
him on the ship that he came from
Europe on that there was no hope for
Newfoundland and that she was going
into Confederation. I did not yet hear
the Hon. member contradict Sir John,
nor have I seen a contradiction of that
statement in his press. Now that in
my opinion is a serious charge to re­
main unrefuted. But I want to tell the
Hon. member that as sure as many
of our noblest and best gave their
blood on the battle fields of France,
Flanders, and Gallipoli sufficient men
will be found, who, perhaps, were un­
able to fight in a foreign country, but
who will be prepared to spill a drop of
blood right on the soil of their own
country before they see it sold to Can­
ada. If we never heard such a charge
from Sir John Crosbie against Mr.
Coaker, what better proof does any
man want than the woeful extrava­
gance that has been carried on by the
Government since elected to office.
Now I do not say it was deliberately
planned, but I do not think I could be
blamed if I got up and charged the
Government with having secretly map­
ped out the Confederation plot in 1919,
in view of the -way they ruined the
fish markets first and compelled New-
founders to draw out over twenty mil­
lions of dollars from the Banks, mo­
ney that they had put aside when
more business like governments were 

in power. We had a statement here a
few evenings ago that last year five
millions of dollars of the people’s earn
ings were taken out of the Banks. This
money was put in the Banks by men
since the famous Bank Crash, and was
not taken out to put in their stockings.
No, but it was taken out to buy food
to put in their stomachs. If that is
fhe spectacle since 1919 what can we
expect for the year to come? It has
been said in this House by more com­
petent men to give an expression of
opinion than I am, that the price of
fish the coming fall would be about $6
a quintal. That statement was made
by Mr. Coaker who should be, if he is
not, the best authority that we have
in this country on the price of fish.
Goodness knows it cost this country
enough of money to make him the best
authority we have on the price of fish.
If I had only the interest on the im-
to qualify me for any particular line
mense amount of money spent on him
of business then I would be able to
handle that business with the best ex­
pert in this country. It has cost this
country millions of dollars to qualify
Mr. Coaker to be able to say what he
thinks is going to be the likely price
of fish. Well then if that statement of
$6 a quintal is correct and in consider­
ation of the immense columns of fig­
ures that were read out to this House
in the early part of this debate by Sir
Michael Cashin and Sir John Crosbie
and in consideration of the fact that
it took 70 millions of exports and im­
ports to be able to produce a revenue
of ten millions—and in these days it
must be remembered that we were get­
ting as high as $16 a qtl. for fish, and
when we consider that last year the
total value of our exports of codfish
alone was something like 20 millions
of dollars; then figure out an average
catch this year of 1,500,000 quintals at
$6 a quintal Talqual, valued at 9 mil­
lion dollars, that will not be sufficient
money to be able to meet your Esti­
mates in this House as well as pay the 
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civil servants their salaries. Still mem
bers of the government are here all
smiles and not a frown on the coun­
tenances of the responsible men of the
Government, and still we are here vot­
ing away one and a half million dol­
lars to the Reid Nfld. Co., and when
we happen to ask where the money Is
going to come from we have to be
satisfied with the statement from the
Prime Minister that sufficient money
is earmarked out of the 6 million loan
that was recently floated to be able to
hand it over to the Reid Nfld .Co. If
these Resolutions pass the House to­
night. what a lovely position any New­
foundlander, who has the slightest bit
cf interest in the country, will find
himself in. I am glad to have had an
opportunity of at least giving a few
of the reasons why I think it my boun
den duty not to give a silent vote on
this very important matter. We are
told in the report of Sir George Bury
that a competent General Manager is
to be found abroad to see that this one
and a half million dollars is properly
spent. We heard that story oft times
before. That is the same old story that
was dished up last year. We are told
that the Government is already in com­
munication with a competent man and
that that man is being located in Mon­
treal. I wonder if that is the famous
old railroad man who spent years in
Newfoundland at a similar job, and 1
wonder if he is in any way implicated
in that Confederation scheme in Mon­
treal? The only thing now is the sal­
ary; it would not surprise me one bit
If I discovered that this man was hir­
ed early in the autumn of 1919 before
the general election because it wa>
common property that a certain gentle
man who was very much identified
with railroading was a large contribu­
tor to the fund of the pres­
ent government. I have no means of
finding out whether this is true or not,
but I do know that the gentlemen to
whom I referred was not antagonistic
to the present government, and then 

we are told that ho is going to be a
competent man because we are going
to pay him twenty-five thousand dol­
lars a year. I know lots of men who
are drawing big salaries and some of
them on the other side of the House,
but the fact that they are drawing
large salaries is no proof of their abil­
ity or qualifications, it may be a proof
that they have some political pull. I
think that it' is about time that the
members on both sides of this House
woke up to the fact that they have a
duty to perform. I have no reason to
object to any honorable gentleman com
ing to make this country his home. I
like to see a certain class of man come
in here. All our grandfathers and
great-grandfathers were not born in
Newfoundland. Mine came from good
old Ireland, and you gentlemen on the
other side of the House, some of your
grandfathers came from good old Eng­
land, or good old Ireland or Scotland,
or good old somewhere, I don’t care
where, but it is time we objected and
strongly objected to having every Tom
Dick and Harry, because he was Sir
Geo somebody, or recommended by Sir
someone else to be a qualified man to
come in here and take twenty-five thou
sand dollars a year from the poor peo­
ple of this country, because whether
Reid pays him directly or indirectly, it
is the working people of the country
who will have to pay in the long run
the expert you bring down here. We
are getting feed up, I am, I know, and
the country is also with the class of
expert that has been brought down
here year after year. We have men
here who have forgotten more about
railroading than this class of man will
ever know. You may perhaps get some
fellow who has worked in the office as
a flunkey to some railroad man. Why
the class of man who would be consid­
ered in Canada as a railroad expert
would not come down here at all. What
Mr. Bennett said was correct Every
rail and all the branch lines you have
here would not be equivalent to a rail-
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road yard in Canada, and how can you
expect a railroad expert to come down
from Canada for twenty-live thousand
dollars a year. That is only as much
as some of the members of the Execu­
tive Government are making. When
Mr. Warren has finished with the La­
brador Boundary you will likely find
on the books of the Finance Depart­
ment the same old story. It was told
in the past. A certain gentleman who
at one time occupied a seat in this
House died, and after his death there
was a claim against the Colony for le­
gal work in connection with the Labra­
dor Boundary. I hope Mr. Warren
will not die soon, but I hope he will
not be too long at the Labrador boun­
dary. I want him to die politically, be­
cause I think it would be the best
thing for the country, and I say this
without any personal animosity, be­
cause I have a respect for him as Mr.
Warren, but for his public service, I
have nothing but the bitterest condem­
nation. I don’t know what he has done
with regard to his own district He
may he building railroads, bridges and
breakwaters and wharves up there, but
if he is he is doing just the opposite
for the district which I have the honor
to represent. I hold individually and
collectively the Executive responsible
for the past actions of the present ad­
ministration. I don’t wish to blame the
private members of the Government,
but now we have a measure before the
House that will be a test. The atti­
tude of every man in this House with
regard to this measure will be watch­
ed carefully by the people. I don’t care
what the members on the other side
may think, they may think they have
a sufficient amount of pull to offset the
damage they are doing, but I don’t
think they have. To get back to the
possible financial position of the coun­
try when this House is called together
again next year, if it is ever called to­
gether again, and right here I want to
subscribe to the warning given by Mr.
Bennett a month and a half ago to the 

effect that this House should not be
allowed to prorogue. It is alright to
adjourn the House, but it should be
able to be called together again at a
day’s notice. Serious things may hap­
pen. I don’t know the exact financial
standing of the country. We were
given to understand that this
loan of six million dollars was procur­
ed on a financial statement compiled
since ti e present Government came
into office. That was challenged by
the Leader of the Opposition, and he
made a charge that the money was
procured under false pretences. Sir
Michael Cashin stated that it was on
a statement left when his Govern­
ment vacated office that you received
the loan, and he also stated that if
you wanted fifty thousand dollars to­
morrow (I don’t say that he stated
fifty thousand, but I am stating that
amount) you woud not be able to get
it in any of the money markets on a
statement that you would compile
yourselves if it were a true one, if you
were to tell these financiers that you
spent four million dollars left as a
nest egg by the late Government of
1319, you have borrowed six million
dollars and you had a revenue of near­
ly ten million dollars and you have
spent twenty million dollars in less
than two years. Do you think if you
admitted this, any financier would be
prepared to lend you one dollar, he
may give it out of charity, but he
would not lend it as a business pro-
posiiton. If that is correct what posi­
tion are we going to be in a year’s
time if we allow this bill to go
through and the one and a half mil­
lion dollars left out of the six mil­
lion dollar loan is handed over to the
Reid Nfld. Co., when that contract
expires which is only for a year, you
wil be in the same position as you are
to-night. You will have to come back
here and ask this House to vote an­
other million and a half or two and
a half and there is no reason why we 
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should not if the country is prepared
to swallow this pill. Mr. Higgins
spoke eloquently the other day about
swallowing pills, but most of those
he referred to were coated but the
coating has been well worn off this
pill by the various speakers, and if
the public are prepared to subsribe
to the handing over of this money to
the Reid Nfld. Co., in addition to the
million and a half last year, in addi­
tion to the million for Rolling Stock
and the live hundred thousand for
Coal Exploration, and the money that
was voted for a Terminus in St.
John’s West and spent as you thought
lit in your own interest and that of
your friends, I would not blame men.
who are in the position of Sir Michael
Cashin who made the statement I re­
ferred to with regard to himself and
his family, and any other members I
would not blame them if iinmeditely
this bill becomes law they took their
papers from their desks in this House
and went down and bought a ticket on
some steamship line and cleared out
of the country. We may get up and
talk here for hours, and it is not done
in any spirit of hang her down. I
think that the amount of a million
and a half dollars is sufficient to justi­
fy a man in getting up and speaking
for twenty-four hours if he has the
lungs and the ability. In the ’98
contract there was only the same
amount involved and public meetings
were convened all over the island,
Priest and Parson spoke from the
same platform and every public spir­
ited man in the country protested
against the giving away of the peo­
ple’s money. It is not only this mil­
lion and a half but this amount on
top of the three million dollars al­
ready given to the Reid Nfld. Co., and
coming on top of all the other actions
of the Government that Involve mil­
lions to the country coupled with the
fact that bj- your blind headstrong
policy you have closed up practically 

all the industries of the country. Bell
Island which in other years gave em­
ployment to thousands of people is,
now in the posiiton that there are
only sufficient men kept on there to
keep the water pumped out. We
have a bill before the House three
months now and thousands of men are
starving for want of employment all
over the island and the bill has nev­
er come up for discussion. It is fresh
in the minds of most of us, Mr. Chair­
man that a certain gentleman who oc­
cupies an important seat on that side
of the House appointed that one dol­
lar a ton tax should be put upon Ore.
as an export tax. Previous to that
the Government collected 7% cents a
ton. That is a large increase and if
the hon gentleman and his associates
could see that they were justified they
have my unqualified support. I want
to collect every dollar possible for
the revenue, but I don’t want to be a
party to trying to legislate out of ex­
istence any of our important indus­
tries. We had sufficient experience in
this direction during the term of the
Fish Regulations. We have Grand
Falls tied up though I don’t blame the
Government for that, but I would like
to know what the Government has
done in this matter. Have they made
any offer to this Company to assit
them in starting up this work which
means so much to the men in the
Northern districts during the winter.
Even if the mill started up now, ow­
ing to the fact that there was so much
wood cut last year and not used owing
to the hang up, there will not be so
much needed this winter, and there
will be a lot of people out of employ­
ment tlie coming winter in the lumber
woods. One cannot be blamed if one
is suspicious that the whole thing is
a plan to bankrupt the country and
drive us to Confederation or worse.
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries
threatened the Home Office with an­
nexation if they did not pay more at­
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tention to us. Now I wonder would
there be anything doing with regard
to the United States. I suppose Col-
lishaw, Grenville and Devine who has
by now made himself very officious
around New York after meeting so
many big men at that conference he
attended nt Washington. I wonder
would there be a nigger in the wood­
pile in that direction.

In winding up my few remarks I
wish to say that all I have said came
from the bottom of my heart. I meant
every word I said and I don’t intend
ever to take anything back that I have
said. I don’t expect I want to repeat
any man who occupies a seat in the
present Executive to vote against this
measure, but I do expect and hope
that I will be justified in expecting
other men cn the other side of the
House who have the inclination to re­
main in public life, who have helped
to keep you in office by contributing
their votes, and to draw your eight,
ten and fifteen thousand dollars a
year and expenses, while they who
have done as much work or more in
their districts have got nothing. These
men I believe or most of them, have
no desire to cater to the Reid Nfld.
Co., or to you and your friends; I be­
lieve they came here with an honest
desire to do justice to the people who
sent them here and 1 believe that
these men after listening to the de­
bate, after listening to the speeches'
of some of the members on this side
and after listening to the speeches
that will be made by other gentlemen
on this side, I don’t say that I have
said anything worthy of convincing
you, but I believe that finally they are
men whose honesty of purpose is just
as clear as mine, men who when they
vote, whether they vote for or against
these Resolutions, will be voting not
for their own pockets or their friends’
pockets but in the interest of the gen­
eral public. To these men I look for
the safeguarding of the rights of the 

people that are about to be bartered
away. It is disgusting to stand up
here and see a man who a few years
ago said he was safeguarding the
rights of the people and he was loud in
denouncing the Reid Nfld. Co., and
now he has no hesitation in handing
over to the Reid Nfld. Co. this mil­
lion and a half dollars. Any man who
aspires to a high seat in this House or
any other House is not worthy of the
public trust when he is prepared to
trifle with a matter of such import­
ance as this.

For these reasons and others which
I may have an opportunity to explain
later on, I intend to vote against the
Resolutious.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Chairman,
I have been sitting here while this
discussion has been going on by the
Opposition speakers, I cannot say by
the Government members because I
have not heard one of them open his
mouth. I think it is time for me to
have a lew words to say on this mat­
ter as I don’t intend to take a silent
vote on it. I am sorry that the other
men of this party are not here to­
night. I have here, Sir, the Manifesto
of the Prime Minister, and I think I
owe it to myself as a Newfoundland­
er to deal with his references to the
railroad in that Manifesto, as it is one
of the chief reasons why I moved out
here. I first moved put here as I stat­
ed the first night, looking for a policy
to put this country on its feet, and I
offered to back the first man who
would come forward with a policy.
Now, Sir, when I read this to the
House I think every man in the House,
possibly excluding Government mem­
bers, will agree with me that the
stand I took was justified. There has
been a lot of talk about a nigger in
the woodpile. I have been accused of.
being in league with Sir John Crosbie
and everyone else but before I get
through I will show the nigger in the
lyoodpile. I will connect the story up 
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so that It will be quite plain for any­
one to read.

Mr. Chairman, it does not need an
explanation from me. The system
has been correctly described as a rot­
ten outfit, too indifferent to learn, and
this Government comes in here and
hands out two million dollars to an
outfit of chat kind.

I do not know what has happened,
Mr. Chairman, but I do know that the
present Government, that the Prime
Minister is leading is going to give
them a million and a half dollars
that is going to destroy this country.
Why do you not get up in your seats
and explain where this money is com­
ing from? No, you have never thought
about that, but now I am going to
state what I think is the nigger in
the woodpile. I am ashamed of the
members of the Government who
have come in here to vote away this
million and a. half dollars without any
explanation. Why have not the Prime
Minister or the Government attempted
io make these people carry out their
agreement? I would not be surprised
if the Prime Minister is by the, collar
as well as the others in this deal. Mr.
Chairman, would I be justified in sit­
ting in a Government seat after hav­
ing promised the people that I would
make the Reids carry out their con­
tract, but Sir George Bury came
down here to make a report for the
purpose of covering over the Govern­
ment’s action in this matter. Are the
Reids dominating the Government of
to-day? I venture to say that the Reids
are dominating the Government to-day
more than ever before. That is one
of the reasons why I moved out in the
centre of the House. No man who
took the Prime Minister’s Manifesto
as his platform is justified in keeping
his seat in the Government. He ought
to put it at the disposal of the people.

Now we come to Sir George Bury’s
report. I think it is sad that we pos­

sess a Government to-day that is wil­
ling to vote away a million and a half
dollars in spite of the fact that the
country hasn't got a cent. If every
Newfoundlander was of my mind to­
night you would not1 be here with a
calm look on your faces. I stated in
this House a few days ago that the
estimated revenue that the Prime Min­
ister is looking for is 8 million dol­
lars. I pointed out at that time that
the codfishery is our only industry. I
put the catch at 1,500,000, and sup­
pose the price will be ?7.00 a quintal
that will give us a total buying power
of 510,500,000. Now suppose the av­
erage duty would be 40% that would
give us a revenue of 54,000,000, and
you are looking for 58,000,000. Now
that is the only industry that is go­
ing. Bell Island is shut down, and
you have had a bill on the order pap­
er for almost three months. You
ought to be ashamed of yourselves.
Grand Falls is closed down. There is
absolutely nothing to look to but the

'codfishery. Now where are you going
to get this million and a half dollars?
You can’t tax the people any more.
They v/ont stand for it. The first
thing we have got to consider is the
financial condition of the country.

After spending 1% millions, the
Government come in here and intend
to pay the rest and then a man is
looked on as a fool for standing here
and fighting as a Newfoundlander. It
is a pity enough of the others did not
come over and get us out of this posi­
tion. I did my duty. (Quotes report.)

The snow shed near Avondale is
likely to be destroyed by a forest fire
as there are no spark arresters on
these engines. (Quotes report.)

That is only a joke—everyone
knows you are going to finance the
Reids; you are going to give them
V/i millions. That brings me back
to the point where I was before. This
Reid Deal is going through I contend,
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as far as some people are concerned,
even if the country goes under water
I am here to-night with the, informa­
tion on my possession and if you have
any imagination at all you will soon
smell him out—the one I refer to.
You will soon find it out for your­
selves. I hold here a chart of New­
foundland from the Crown Lands ot--
flee and the places marked by x’s is
the property owned by the Reid Nfld.
Co. and which is leased to Colllshaw.
I wonder what did he pay for it. Here’s
the letter and you can all have it if
you doubt it. Some in the Govern­
ment know of it. This property here
belongs to Collishaw and last year
the operation of the railroad between
St George’s and Grand Falls was car­
ried on for his benefit. The Hon.
Prime Minister a few days ago in ex­
plaining the operations, paused at
Grand Falls as at that point he struck
these x’s. This man drifted in here
and is making the big money. He fol­
lowed me to Spaniard’s Bay, broke
the wheel of his car and jumped on
the train but was too late for my
meeting—-fortunaetly for himself. If
he had got there he would not have
returned taller though he might be
fatter, because I was asked at the
meeting by the people what they
would do with him. I said to let him
alone as he was a friend of mine. But
he said I bad more heart than brains
but I have enough to come back at
him with the outfit who are trying to
destroy the country. This is private
■correspondence but I will read it here
:as I am a Newfoundlander and I don’t
■want any wirepuller to come here and
kill us. (Reads correspondence.)

Collishaw got these properties here
and what is making them valuable is
the fact that the railway runs through
them. If that stops, the areas will not
be so valuable and consequently he
wants it running.

Before I sit down I may show he is
a friend of others besides the Reids 

and three of a kind makes a good
hand. (Reads.)

Now, Mr. Chairman, Collishaw has
a contract with the A. N. D. Co. for
5,000 cords of pulp wood at $17 a cord.
I will show that this wood cost him
$G loaded on the cars. If the railroad
was not running through his property
he would not be able to make $17 a
cord. This letter is dated Feb. 4th,
1921. Unless the road was running to
Grand Falls he would not be able to
make the contracts and that explains
his interest in the railway. I am not
a polished speaker but when I get it
all together, all hands will be able to
see the connections. (Reads letter.)

Now this is making up a sale. The
5.000 cords at $17 a cord means about
$87,000 and still we have some people
simple enough to wonder why he is
trying to get the railroad going.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—
Isn’t it giving employment.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Wait a minute
—I’ll make the connection before I am
finished. 1 do not object to Collishaw
giving employment but I object to him
worming himself in to make con­
tracts. (Reads letter.)

Now here is another letter (Reads
letter.)

The block here is marked Foote &
Henderson.

HON. MR. FOOTE.—I got it under
the late government.

CAPT LEWIS.—And you’ll vote for
this to help him export his timber.

HON. MR. FOOTE.—That is non­
sense.

CAPT. LEWIS.—Mr. Morine got out
of the Executive for less than that.

MR. AR'CHIBALD.—Collishaw is a
friend of the Reids. I am informed
on good authority and the statement
I make is in the interest of Newfound­
landers and Newfoundland and I am
sorry to have to make it as it -will
touch friends of mine, but I put New­
foundland ahead of all personal
friendship and I say that Collishaw la 
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on the F. P. u. Co.'s paper for over
$100,000.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS—Why
bring in personal matters—stick to
your subject and be logical.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I take it as a
fact unless the Hon. Minister of Ma­
rine contradicts it.

HON. MINISTER MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—You have no right to
ask me that.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Collishaw is
backing the Union Trading Co’s paper
for over $100,000 and if he lifts it—
if it is lifted off any company to-day—
that company will find it hard to get
that money. I am not making this
statement in a vindictive spirit but to
show that it is dangerous to have such
a man about. Let him lift that money
and up goes the company.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—And
yet you are so nice and would not
hurt the feelings of anybody.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I am bringing
in a public man and one who con­
trols 11 seats in this House.

CAPT. LEWIS.—And who is pre­
pared to sell Newfoundland for his
own aggrandisement.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—If $100,000 is
lifted from any company to-day that
company will not be able to get it.
Knowing Collishaw as I do, he is in
no way lenient in trying to get his
deal through.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—
What has that to do with the railroad.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—He is making
$10.50 profit on each cord and he
could not do it If the road were not
running. I believe this thing will be
voted because it will swing to the
Union. You are simple minded if you
cannot make the connection. And I
will say more if I am put to it. Col­
lishaw holds the first mortgage on all
of it. I speak as a Newfoundlander.
He has a preferred mortgage and the 

fishermen will not get one cent till he
is satisfied.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—Do
you think everyone can be bribed and
bullied.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I am satisfied to
go down in history as a fool even, but
I do not like to see one man with his
hand on the throat of the man who
controls eleven seats here.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—What
has all this to do with the railway?

MR. ARCHIBALD.—This much—
the Hon. Minister of Marine has built
up a business at the north and by it
secured political power. Everything
is alright while the business lasts but
if it fails the people will be ready to
horsewhip him. I tell him straight
now that this man holds a chattel
mortgage on him. It is too much pow­
er for onr man to have over another
and if Collishaw lifts it, up she goes.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—What
has that to do with the railway?

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Coaker is
swinging eleven seats in this House
and when a man holds his paper for
$100,000 there is only one thing pos­
sible. I say this much, Mr. Chairman,
I am satisfied that Mr. Collishaw is
forcing more than he should force in
this House. That, too, I suppose is
the result of blood pressure. I ask any
common sense man to-night does he
think it is a safe position for his
country to be in to have a man like
Collishaw backing to the extent of
$100,000 the one who holds control in
this House, especially when it is only
a question whether Collishaw wishes
to close up the Union Trading Com­
pany or to let it continue. The second
day after I moved my seat out here,
Collishaw picked me up in his car
with the remark that he did not mind
carrying his enemies along. I asked
him how he could assume that I was
an enemy of his and he replied that I
would now vote with the Opposition, 
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and then you will tell us here that
Mr. Collishaw is not interested in the
Government. He said to me, "the
talk going around is that you have
been bought by Crosbie.”

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—If Collishaw
said that, he lied. I never purchased
Mr. Archibald nor anyone else, and
there is a place at the Bar of this
House where such a charge may be,
proved or disproved. I’ll stand none
of Mr. Collishaw’s nonsense and I de­
mand now that he be brought before
the Bar of the House and made to an­
swer for the slander of which he has
been guilty.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I thank Sir
John Crosbie for his emphatic denial
of such a charge against me. I was
going to ask him if he knew anything
of a bribe in connection with my
taking an independent seat in this
House. I told Mr. Collishaw that I
cared no more for Sir John Crosbie
than I did for the Government but he
said “the proof is that the first time
you vote you are going to vote with
the Opposition.” That was some
proof, was it not?

Now, Mr. Chairman, I care not for
Mr. Collishaw nor anyone else but I
want to say again that Collishaw is
running this country. The thing is as
plain as day. He is a bosom friend of
the Reids: he is backing the Union
Trading Company and he has big tim­
ber interests in this country that he
wants to sell. I told this country to­
night for the first time that he holds
a chattel mortgage on the Union1
Trading Co. for $100,000. Talk of
bribery, Mr. Chairman. Why, since I
left that side of the House I was fol­
lowed to Hr. Grace by men who made
me offers to go back. I do not know
whom these men came from but one
of them asked me if he could come
back and report to the Prime Minister
that I was a friend of his. I told him
I was always a friend of the Prime

Ministers. Now Sir, there must be a
reason for the Government to give
Reids a million and a half dollars and
whatever the reason might be there is
not a man on the other side prepared
to get up and say where the money is
to come from. I wish I was in a posi­
tion to state what a man said to me
recently. I would send a shock
through Newfoundland from one end
to the other. This whole thing is
nothing but a scheme to put the coun­
try into Confederation and from what
I have been told of Collishaw’s con­
nection with the Reids, the Union
Trading Company and his interests in
this coumry, I leave it to intelligent
people to draw, their own conclusions
as to whether or not he is not closely
identified with the scheme. I have a
hazy recollection of having heard some
thing about Mr. Collishaw having
taken Mr. Coaker around Canada on a
certin memorable occasion. I think
that statement was made and I do not
know but it was sworn to by one of
the Reids.

Now, Mr. Chairman, we come an­
other matter of interest to the public
of Newfoundland. The Prime Minis­
ter has said that the fishery is nearly
defunct and that it is up to us to de­
velop our inland resources and Mr.
Coaker brings forward his Humber
proposition. But, what does this
Humber proposition mean? The ori­
ginal plan was for this country to
find bonds for the sum of $25,000,000
to ensure the carrying out of the pro­
ject and 95% of the timber areas al­
ong the Humber which would be
worked are owned by the Reids while
different other blocks belong to Mr.
Collishaw. The whole thing was only
going to be a promoting scheme to be
worked out in London and the people
of this country stood to lose $25,000,-
000 if the proposition did not succeed,
while no matter how it went, the own­
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ers of the timber areas would be sure
of having them taken up.

Now Sir. I do not intend to vote for
these Resolutions. I am not fool
enough to think that the railway must
not be run but I am not going to vote
to give this million and a half to
Reids unless I can get some clearer
explanation than we have had so far
and I think that some such explana­
tion is due, both to this House and to
the country.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past midnight

-<—
TUESDAY, July 19th.

On a question of privilege arising,
Mr. Speaker took the chair.

Whereupon Sir J. C. Crosbie pro­
posed and Mr. Higgins seconded the
following.—

“I move for the appointment of a
Committee of Privilege from the
House to consider and report upon
the charge made in the speech of hon.
member for Harbor Grace, Mr. Archi­
bald, in Committee of the Whole
House, on Railway Resolutions, on
July 19th, 1921, that one, E. Colli-
shaw, stated that I had bribed the
said member for Harbor Grace to
withdraw from the Government
ranks.”

The said motion being adopted, Mr.
Speaker appointed the Committee as
follows: Hon. the Minister of Justice,
Hon. Mr. Foote, Mr. Cave, Mr. Higgins,
Mr. Bennett.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs resumed the Chair of

Committee.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
this afternoon, at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

-<—>
TUESDAY, July 19th.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

MR. LEWIS asked Hon. the Chair­
man of the Railway Commission if
Capt. Leo Murphy has been appoint­
ed Government Railroad Inspector and
is itemed that he has been drawing a
salary since April.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Capt. Murphy has not
been so appointed nor has he been
drawing a salary.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if his attention has
been called to an article in this morn­
ing’s Daily News which deals with a
leaflet issued by the Christian World
at the instance of some Mr. Howard,
presumably an American, in which an
appaling description is given of the
conditon of our fishermen along the
South and West Coast, and if the
Premier can say to what extent these
statements are correct and what ac­
tion, if any, is the Government taking
in regard to the matter.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, >o lay on the table of the House
a statement showing the total receipts
for the Customs Department in St.
Johns’ last week and the receipts for
the corresponding week in 1920 and
also in 1919.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am getting that information prepared 
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but I can at present time give you
digest of it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—No preparation
is necessary.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Tabled digest.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I asked for a
statement of the total amount for the
first two weeks of July. There is al­
ways a comparative statement hand­
ed out by Mr. LeMessurier. There is
not any trouble at all.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No
no trouble at all. I got that for my
own personal information.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—We are $94,-
000 short for the first two weeks of
July, 1920.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
When Sir John looks through this di­
gest he will see the whole matter in a
satisfactory light. The year 1921-22 is
better than any previous year except­
ing the high priced years.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—We have up
to this July dropped $200,000. If we
keep dropping I know what will hap­
pen. I also wish to say that when
Mr. Walsh was speaking some one
said I intimated that fish would be
eight dollars per quintal. I wish to
deny that.

MR. SULLIVAN.—I beg to draw the
attention of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to my question four, Or­
der Paper July 15th.
HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I tabled it.

MR. MOORE.—1 beg to draw the at­
tention of the Prime Minister to a
question of mine of July 18th.

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION.
—I beg to table the reply to Mr.
Walsh’s question.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Moore the reply has not come
down but I will telephone for it dur­
ing a leisure moment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—With your per­
mission Sir, I will read a letter I re­

ceived from W. W. Bradley of Grand
Falls. He asked me to lay it before
the House. It is dated July 16th,
1921. (Reads.) I remember the gentle­
man. He was a tide waiter at Grand
Falls. He gave every satisfaction but
if this letter is correct, which I as­
sume it is, I take it is an outrage to
cut the salary of this man. Now he
finds himself with a wife and family
and $48.00 is taken from his salary. It
the civil servants are to be treated
like that, how can we look forward to
efficiency. You are thereby opening
the door to smuggling and you will
drive them elsewhere by your bad
treatment I hope the Minister of
Marine or the Minister of Public
Works will give us an explanation.
When I was in the Custom House I
tried my best to keep the salaries of
men up to the degree to meet their
accounts. I always received the men
with sympathy and promptitude. How
long is this going to continue?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—I
might say that I and my colleagues
are looking after the affairs of our
district just as well as the hon. mem­
ber did. As far as the transfer of
Mr. Bradley is concerned, I take the
full responsibility for his transfer at
the request of the people of Lewis -
porte. Somehow or other this official
made himself objectionable to the peo­
ple of Lewisporte. I had a lot of cor­
respondence about the matter. Ulti­
mately he got a petition started ask­
ing that he remain, there were but
only eight signatures responded and
that is sufficient proof? His family is
now grown up and married. He made
himself very objectionable in the
fall of 1919 and he was in the .end
transferred to Grand Falls. If any­
thing was deducted from his salary I
had nothing to do with it. The only
information I had of it was that I re­
ceived a letter from him and I might
say that he was so offensive towards 
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me that in the last part of the letter
he apologized for his conduct.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Jennings will
appreciate that the very reasons he
put forward to support his argument
are the means of the best proof
against him. This incident occurred
because of certain relations between
Mr. Bradley and particular men over
here. I am very sorry indeed to find
that a member of this House and a
Minister of the Crown has to be guid­
ed by a principle like this with re­
gard to the civil servants. It was bad
enough for us to think of the weak
things we do as politicians but for
the member of Twillingate to get up
here and lay down the principle that
as representative of the distrct he ac­
cepts the postion that a civil servant
is to be removed at the dictates of the
whims of the people he works for, is
the most frightful and malicious prin­
ciple yet heard of. Did we conceive
the day would arrive when a man of
intelligence such as the hon. mem­
ber would make such an indiscreet
utterance as he has made? It strikes
right at the foundation of the whole
of the civil service. It was bad
enough to have felt that this Gov­
ernment and all other Governments
may be accused of making the charge
that a long tailed family was bellow­
ing against the Government but in
this case a civil servant who has rend­
ered faithful and efficient service is
simply removed because the majority
of the people do not like him. Is it
not a frightful guiding principle?
Then when he comes to the people
with a petition asking that he be re­
tained because he only succeeds in
getting eight signatures from all the
men who run the settlement, a Minis­
ter of the Crown forgetful of his duty
as such and thinking more of a par­
ticular organization transfers him.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
No. You misunderstand.

MR. HIGGINS.—I do not misunder­
stand things all the time. I want to
make this case clear. I had consult­
ed the Minister last year and I was
surprised at that time but I do not
misunderstand and don’t you forget
it. Netieher can I misunderstand it
now. There might be some law if it
was according to F. P. U. law but
when he is removed because he is dis­
tasteful to the people then it is mob
law. It is lynch law.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
That is an insult.

MR. HIGGINS.—Because you find
yourself cornered and having violated
a principle which should not be so
treated, you say what you do not
mean. I say it is mob law recognized
by the Minister of Public Works when
a man is dealt with according to the
opinion of the people without a trial.
It is called lynch law in the United
States and I fear if the hon. member
advocates it further it will bear the
name of Jennings’ law wnen a man
is not kept in his job because he is
not popular with the people.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—He said there
was a petition signed by eight per­
sons. I would like to examine the
houses of those who signed that peti­
tion. I bet they are smugglers. If I
were m the Custom House I would
instruct the detective to examine their
houses. Whoever heard tell of a man
doing his duty and being popular. Did
you ever hear tell of Kelly Morris­
sey—he’s gone now, God rest his
soul—who would ever sign a petition
to keep him. Who would sign a peti­
tion to keep Detectives Byrne or Tob­
in in a place. The fact is that the
whole coast is open from Cape Race
west and smuggling is rampant; it is
going on to-day. Now you are going
to take half the salary from this
man who has been doing his duty
faithfully for 25 years. You’re cracked.
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MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
It’s an imaginary statement.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Hero it is, I’ll
read it again. He says it is the Hon.
Minister of Marines’ answer. I’d In­
crease his salary if I were In the
Customs Department and I’d be doing
my duty to the Colony. I ask the
Hon. Prime Minster to look it up and
see how much duties he has collected
to date. You cannot now expect him
to do his duty conscientiously if he is
thrown out because he did not ote
for you. And then you put your re­
lative in his place.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
That’s a lie, and a big one.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Here’s his
statement. (Reads letter.)

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—They are all F. P. U.
men.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—They can’t be
because 8 signed the petition to keep
him there. Now as long as I got you
to speak at last, I ask you is it right
to do this thing.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—He was not in my de­
partment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—You are partly
responsible.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—If I had my way he
would be dismissed.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
We are too easy with him. If you
were there you would have fired him.

MR. BENNETT.—Was there any
fault in the performance of his duties.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
I think he was obnoxious in doing it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—That is not
right. You are a political hypocrite
as I called you before.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
i( I take that as a compliment as I do
V not deserve it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—If we were
outside the House I would give you 

your right title but it would not be
parliamentary to do so here.

MR. FOX.—This is a matter of per­
sonal interest to me. I know Mr.
Bradley well and I am in a position
to put in a word for him as to his
competency in the position he held. I
have had experience with him and I
know you cannot get a more capable
man and when the Minister of Works
suggests that he is not capable it is
a direct falsehood. I had an experi­
ence of Mr. Bradley that I intend to
tell you of this afternoon. He is a
man of the highest character, a man
of splendid intelligence and better
able to perform his duties than the
majority of such officials throughout
the Island. The service is lucky in
having such a man. You are short­
sighted in dismissing him and from
the point of morality for you to say
you dismissed him because he was not
popular, shows you have no idea of
how to fill your office. You are abso­
lutely incapable of judging how to
run it. We want no one to be a harsh­
er judge ot you than yourself, sir.
When you have broken the silence, a
few times during the session, you
have put your foot in it. And you had
the impertinence to tell Sir M. P.
Cashin you knew how to run your
district. You ought to go with your
hat in hand to him for a few tips on
it. As a Newfoundlander I have a
right to say this. We all do not love
ourselves as you do, and you jump to
your feet whenever there is a suspic­
ion of throwing the least shade of
doubt on you, but you must remem­
ber you are more or less on suffer­
ance here. Keep your mouth closed
and your ears open and learn some­
thing. One of the things you ought to
learn is that you cannot handle St.
John’s as you do your district. The
other night we had the spectacle ot
you in talking of the men at the Bar
of the House, saying you would have 
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to go and get a posse of the police
here. They were decent citizens and
own more of the town than yon do and
I had trouble in restraining myself
from getting up and telling you where
you’ll get off. We are come to a pret­
ty pass when you come in here and
tell them such a thing, and that you
cannot get out of the Chamber with-
out ruffling the lapels of your Tuxedo
coat without a posse of police on
guard, the next thing you will want
is an arch of boughs or palms or an
avenue of crossed swords for you to
stalk out under. Now getting down
to brass tacks, I will not allow you
to insult those whom I represent and
I will not take it from you. The peo­
ple I have the honour to represent
have shown restraint I fear I would
not show, because you could not get
cut of the Chamber you said you or­
dered up the police.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
That is a lie.

MR. FOX.—Your memory must be
failing you—you said it yourself. Do
you deny what you said to Mr. Hig­
gins and to me. The idea—this town
is come to a pretty pass when citizens
cannot, come to the Bar of this House
for assistance—men who came here
and told the Hon. Speaker they want­
ed to come observing all the ameni­
ties and the dignity that surround a
visit to the House—without you send­
ing an order to the Constabulary to
send a posse here to keep the peace.
Their forefathers built this town and
they own more of it than you. This
evening we have another instance of
the oblique way in which you look at
things in your dismissing a man who
would not vote for you in the fall of
1919. You say he made himself most
objectionable. But you must remem­
ber that you might have bought his
services but not his mind. The Cre­
ator gave him a will and because he
does not kow-tow to you, you come 

here like the Big Pooh-Bah and say
you take full responsibility for his
dismissal. The only thing you are
entitled to take is a castigation from
the decent-minded citizens. The Civil
Service has lost a most competent
man in Mr. Bradley; I know him and
his abilities. Four years ago when
you were spreading the hymn of hate
and inciting your people to take pro­
perty that did not belong to them, he
was protecting it from the maraud­
ers.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
That is a lie.

MR. FOX.—Everything is a lie that
is contrary to your wishes. No won­
der you dismissed him; he could not
stable with you; he would not back
you in the election of 1919 but you
gratify your own petty spleen and
spite and to satisfy someone who is
weak-kneed enough to accept it, you
cashier him. You ought to be proud
of yourself. You are a credit to the
district which sent you here and to
the Department which you are so in­
efficiently managing. You might have
had the decency to keep quiet and al­
low the people to recognize these
things and not add insult to injury.
For you to preach the vicious prin­
ciple which Mr. Higgins referred to,
that a man may not be kept in office
only when he serves the interests of
the powers that be, is truly a lovely
proposition. You forgot that any man
in the position of Mr. Bradley can­
not be popular with the crowd. The
proof that he is efficient is that he is
unpopular. You will find as Sir M.
P. Cashin said, if you investigate, that
the 8 who supported him were likely
backing him for what they could get
out of him. You say you got all the
correspondence—will you table it?
A' d than you say he was incompetent.
Will you swear to that after his 25
years in the service. For you to cast
such a stigma on him is no more than
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I would expect. I ask you now for all
the correspondence as to his dismis­
sal and to give the House everything
as to the charge of incompetency
against him and to substantiate or
withdraw it.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole, to consider certain Re­
solutions respecting the Operation of
the Raliway.

Mr. Speaker left tiie Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. MOORE.—It is not my inten­

tion, Mr. Chairman, to delay the
House at length or the intention of
the Opposition to do so except to give
vent to our feelings with regard to
the resolutions before the Chamber.
Last evening the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter came in here in a funny mood,
with a smile and a sneer, saying they
were nut tired yet and we could go
on. I serve notice here now that he
will not do it again. The intention
of the Opposition is not to obstruct
but to criticize and to get information
for the people of the districts which
sent them. The company you were in
last night vilified Sir M. P. Cashin
two years ago and some of them took
a picture of a script which he happen-.
ed to give to a friend, but to-day the
Liquor Department is in the hands of
the Hon. Prime Minister and every
member on his side have free access
to it and can get all the booze they
like. They can get all they like at the
rum shop on Duckworth St.—they
are hauling it away in carloads. The
Hon. Minister of Shipping smiles but
you, Sir, used the script business
pretty rough on Sir M. P. Cashin in
your district. But now you have at
the head of the department a good
Methodist but in Cashin’s day it was
a Catholic. The man there now takes
a drink but the one who preceded 

him did not. He knows when a man
wants a drink and even the Hon. Mr.
Foote can give a script. I am not op­
posed to a man getting a drink but
the other day I had to drive all over
the town in a waggon with a man 8G
years old to try and get a script from
a 'doctor while friends of the Hon.
Prime Minister can get all they want
without any formalities. And the man
I speak of was 8G years old and sick.
The friends of the Hon. Prime Min­
ister are the crowd who held up their
hands in holy horror when Sir M. P.
Cashin gave a script to a sucker who
got it photographed and I believe he
was in the Hon. Speaker’s room last
night.

To Mr. Archibald the country owes
a deep debt of gratitude for, I think
he has supplied the link, the missing
link if you like, between the Reids
and Mr. Coaker. My hon. friend, Mr.
Target.t says he has never seen Mr.
Collishaw.

MR. TARGETT.—No, nor do I want
to.

MR. MOORE.—Nor I, and I think it
would be a great deal better for all

' concerned if this country had never
seen him either. Now, Mr. Chairman,
this million and a half dollars will be
given to the Reids on a party vote.
Will Mr. Foote stand for this? Does
he think the District of Burin will
stand for it? As Mr. Archibald said,
Collishaw owns the Government and
what he says they are to do they must
do. Will Mr. Foote stand for it? As
Mr. Archibald said, Collishaw owns
the Government and what he says
they are to do they must do. He is
hailed all over the country as the man
who has the Government in the hol­
low of his hand and when he comes
before the Bar here to answer for the
charge he made against Sir John
Crosbie I hope there will be a full
House to greet him.

These Resolutions, Mr. Chairman, 
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have been dealt with very thoroughly
by,previous speakers and I do not in­
tend to belabour the question. T
would merely point out to the Prime
Minister in connection with his threat
to put this thing through in spite of
the Opposition, that he cannot run
that stuff off here and it is just as
well for him to bear that in mind.
With this warning, Mr. Chairman, I
will close my remarks. I am sorry to
say that public sentiment seems to be
a thing of the past. We on this side
of the House have done our best to
awaken the people to a sense of their
responsibilities but apparently with­
out success. We have done our duty
and we can do no more.

DR. JONES.—Mr. Chairman, I re­
alize how useless it is for anyone on
this side of the House to endeavour
to impress upon the Government the
seriousness of what they are about to
do, and how little influenced they will
be by anything I may say. Moreover,
public spirit is altogether dead, for
never in the history of the country
were the people confronted with a
more far-reaching problem than that
which is before us to-day. Not so
very long ago similar Resolutions
with regard to the Reids would have
the effect of arousing the country
from end to end; demonstrations
would be organized and petitions
would pour in here from every Dis­
trict in the Island protesting against
such high-handed legislation. In
these days there were men who would
bitterly oppose the policy which the
Government is now pursuing, but to­
day, even here in St. John’s, the cen­
tre of things, the people are dumb and
no protest is heard from Water St.
where one would expect to find at
least some independence. Whether it
is that they are so bound up with the
Executive or that they are just indif­
ferent to what is going on, it is im­
possible to say. I remember the first 

coming of the Reids to this country
when on the occasion of the building
of the Hall’s Bay line our workmen
received from sixty to seventy cents
per day, and when later they got a
dollar a day. they thought the Reids
were little tin gods. I remember,
however, one shrewd old man who
said that this country would live to
curse the name of Reid and although
in those days the people thought such
great things of them, the time came
in '98 when Newfoundland did, indeed,
curse the name of Reid. The contract
of that year caused a storm of pro­
test throughout the country and al­
though it was somewhat modified by
the amendments of 1901, it left many
things to be desired. Newfoundland
has been the victim of too many rail­
way deals and it would have been
much better for us if we had one-
third of the lines that we have to-day.
With practically the whole population
living along the seaboard, the railway
in the first instance was not only a
luxury but a crime. The Reids were
not long in this country before they
began to exert the influence that they
gained through politics and once hav­
ing found that they could win an elec­
tion, they could never disassociate
themselves from politics and they
have always been the centre of elec­
tion contests since that time. They
have been denounced year after year
but the present --Administration went
further in their denunciation than any
of their predecessors, but the Commis­
sion that took control of the railway
last year showed what they meant.
That Commission was formed for the
sole purpose of looking after the ex­
penditure of the money that was vot­
ed by the Legislature to put the sys­
tem in shape but instead of confining
themselves to that task, they embark­
ed upon an era of extravagance great­
er than anything that was known be­
fore. What the result of that extra­
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vagance has been can now be seen.
This year the Government comes in
with a proposition to give the Reids
the same amount as was voted last
session although I know for a fact
that last year cars were hauled over
the line empty, section gangs were
doubled and repairs were made that
should have been made when Reids
were in charge. To-day there is no
indication of what has become of the
contracts of 1898 and 1901, nor do we
know whether or not the Reids are
any longer responsible for the running
of the railway. In these Resolutions
apparently every effort has been made
to conserve the (rights of the Reids
but there is nothing about the Col­
ony’s rights at all. I notice also that
any expenditures on capital account
must be paid on application to the
Government. In other words, anoth­
er million dollars besides the million
and a half we are now asked to vote,
might bo spent. Mr. Halfyard yester­
day objected to the bringing in of the
F. P. U. into this discussion but it is
useless to make any objection of the
kind because the F. P. U. has only
itself to blame; such a corporation
has no right whatever to have a party
in this House and if a connection can
be traced between the F. P. U. and the
Reids, we are quite within our rights
in bringing the former into this de­
bate.

It says here in these Resolutions:
“The company shall during the term of
this Agreement operate the Railway at
•the minimum cost consistent with safe
ty.” In other words, if the Reids were
running the road at their own expense
it is assumed that it would be run
more economically than it will be un­
der the present arrangement. At any
rate we are paying the Reids a mil­
lion and a half dollars to operate the-
road this year which means that we
are paying a bonus for extravagance
and they will give one-third the service
we had last year, and at an extra cost.

With regard to the General Manager
that is to be brought in here, it has
been said that no man worth his salt
would come to this country in such a
capacity, but the Prime Minister now
tells us that he has signed a contract
with a man for five years which simp­
ly proves that this is only a stop-gap
for one year, and that the same situa­
tion will have to be faced when the
House meets again. As far as I can
understand it, the thing has been let
run until the Reids got the Prime Min­
ister in a corner, and then got what
they wanted. In desperation he sent
for Sir George Bury to help him out
of the hole, and the Resolutions before
us are the result. The opposition has
I think made it clear that they will
have nothing whatever to do with it.
The position has not been made suffi­
ciently clear as to what has happened
the previous contracts, to enable this
House to deal with it intelligently, and
I condemn the Resolutions on the
ground that they are only getting us in
more deeply, and that the real mean­
ing of them is that there is no longer
such a thing as a Reid contract. If the
Government votes these resolutions
through the people must inevitably de­
nounce them for their action. I in­
tend, Mr. Chairman, to vote against the
Resolutions.

MR. VINICOMBE—Mr. Chairman, I
rise for the purpose of saying a few
words with regard to the Resolutions
now before the Chair. As I look op­
posite, I can see the men who branded
the Cashinites grafters and Reids’ sa-
talites, and these are the people who
are to-day bringing in these Resolu­
tions to give the same Reids a million
and a half dollars. Surely the Govern­
ment must Aave been slumbering these
past twenty months, if they could not
realize that it was not Cashin, but they
themselves who must give Reids the
money they needed to run the railway,
and still Mr. Chairman, they were go­
ing to put Sir Michael Cashin In jail
as a grafter. I am not going to vote 
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for these Resolutions because I know
they are wrong. Propositions have
been macle to the Government that
were unknown, not only to the Oppo­
sition, but to the rank and file of the
Government Itself, but nevertheless,
they are asked to vote for the Resolu­
tions, and no doubt they will fall In
line and do as they are told. I say,
Mr. Chairman, that as Newfoundland­
ers and as men who are expected to
have a sense of their responsibilities
and of their duty to their constituents
and the country, they should insist on
snowing what these propositions are
before they vote for the Resolutions
that are now before them. We have no
detailed account of how that one mil­
lion, six hundred thousand dollars was
lost when Mr. Coaker tried his little
experiment of railway running, nor do
we know how the million and a half
which we are now asked to vote is go­
ing to be spent. I say again that it
is due to every man in this House that
he should get all the information that
there is to get before he is asked to
cote away this money because after all
it is Newfoundland who owns the mo­
ney, that you are going to give to the
Reids and when you do vote it, see to
it at least that the men who are work­
ing on the Railway do not have their
wages cut, as it is now, I understand,
the intention to do. Private members
on this side of the House know that
there were propositions put up to the
Government by the Reid Newfoundland
Company. Why do you not go and
ask Mr. Coaker what the propositions
were. No sensible man on the other
side of the House will tell me that this
is the only proposition, put up to you.
I know Mr. Targett is a sympathetic
man, and understands me, and he will
tell uc what the propositions were. I
may take a different view of the reso­
lutions. If the Prime Minister will tell
us what the propositions were, I will
vote for the resolutions. We know
that propositions were handed out to
the Government, but we are in the 

dark, If we knew what the proposi­
tions were we may all vote for the re­
solutions. 1 know that W. D. Reid
was going to be chairman of the Com­
mission. He was nominated by the
Prime Minister and seconded by Mr.
Cave. Mr. Cave was the only man who
would stand by the Prime Minister. It
finally turned out that they had five
members on the commission instead
of seven. Mr. Coaker and Mr. Hall re­
presented the Government. It is said
yesterday how much he was going to
that some Government member askefl
get to vote for the resolutions. We
have heard the cry “put the grafters
out,” but now it is time to put the
grafters somewhere. I know Mr. Jen­
nings is an innocent man.

MR. TARGETT—Why is it that most
of the countries in the world are in a
worse state than Newfoundland?

MR. VINICOMBE—Mr. Coalter knew
when he put the regulations on that
practically all the countries of the
world were in a bad shape, but he has
continued his bungling. Who closed
down Bell Island? Now don’t you mind
Mr. Abbott, honest John Abbott. I men
tioned Bell Island because it is in my
district. Mr. Coaker, at an F.P.U. meet
ing said he was going to make the tax
on ore a dollar a ton, but he hasn’t
done anything yet. He is continuing
to throw dust in the eyes of the F. P.
U. men in the northern districts. There
must be some graft in connection with
this matter too.

Now, Sir, regarding these resolu­
tions, as I said before, surely good­
ness, Mr. Warren, you as a Newfound­
lander and a good sportsman, are not
going to have these resolutions go thru
without giving us some information as
to what other propositions ■were put up
:o the Government by the Reid New­
foundland Company. You know that
there is more than this report of Sir
George Bury. Don't forsake your coun­
try. Don't forsake Fortuno Bay that
sent you to this House. I say again,
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Mr. Warren, you who lived In St.
John’s East, played all the games and
played the game o£ a man, now, sir,
live up to your reputation and play
the game to-night.

I am not interested in the Reids,
but I am interested in Mr. Targett, Mr.
Abbott and these men because they are
Newfoundlanders. Regarding Mr. Col-
lishaw all I got to say is that if Mr.
Soaker is associated so much with him
as it seems he is every morning, he
ought to say the Lord’s prayer “Lead
us not into temptation,” and he will
get rid of Collishaw. You tried to help
the country Sir, and you put your foot
in it, but the Prime Minister did noth­
ing, he did no reconstruction as he
promised the people he would do. I
sympathize with Mr. Targett and Mr.
Abbott, because the Prime Minister
and Mr. Coaker has been keeping cer­
tain information from them that they
ought to have. This is no joke. There
are private members on this side wSo
know the propositions but it is kept
from you men. It is not because Mr.
Coaker is going to vote for these reso­
lutions that you have to vote for them,
If you vote for them you will go down
in history unwept, unhonoured and un
sung. The people of the north will
turn you down Mr. Coaker, and the
Prime Minister will have no more use
for you. Be true to the people who
sent you here, and they will send you
back tc the House again to represent
them. During my remarks this even­
ing I did not realise how the time flew
until the Chairman rose the committee
until eight o’clock to-night. I am fill­
ed up with a feeling “My country 'tiff
of thee.” That is the feeling beating
within my heart to-night, and I think
every honourable member on the other
side has enough British blood in him
to have the same feeling with regard
to these Resolutions. They may be
good for Newfoundland. As I stated
before they may be the best thing for
the country, but as the rank and filo
of the Government are not acquainted 

with the proposition put up to thO
Government I think that these resolu­
tions brought in here to-night should
be adjourned until every member on
the other side is well acquainted with
every particular leading up to the Re­
solutions. Mr. Samson, Mr. Targett
and Mr. Guppy do not know anything
about the proposition put up to the
Government. Then why should they
vote for the Resolutions? Why should
not Jack be as well as his master? I
have a better regard for those men
than to think they are going to vote
for those Resolutions without having
first deliberated upon them seriously.
I will be surprised if they will vote for
them to-night. Only this report of Sir
George Bury we have before us to­
night. It is like a dictation given to
a school child about who killed cock
robin Because a man comes down
from Canada and says give the Reids
as Newfoundlanders ought to forget
party politics, and forget we are on
bl.500.000 you give it to them. Now w4
the Government side or on the Oppo­
sition side, but think in common along
the line that we have but one aim and
ooject in view and that is the better­
ment of the country. We are getting
feeble, but our children will remain. I
for one, do not want to see Newfound­
land go into Confederation. There was
a time when we could have gone to Ca­
nada, and stated our own terms, but
now we can only go on our knees. I
do not speak as one who has not a
stake in this country. I reared up
seven children, and I do not want them
to be burdened with taxation. The
Boers, the South Africans and the Ir­
ish fought for their freedom, and they
got home rule, and here are we trying
tc throw away our independence. We
are going right down in the mire. We
were asked if we had any amendments
to offer. These resolutions are your
own doings. You come in here and tell
us that Bury’s report says give the
Reids $1,500,000. The men on the Gov-
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ernment side cannot be very conscien­
tious. You take his word for this.
Some of the members on the opposite
side do not know but he is some tramp
just like myself who thought he was. 1
never heard anything of him. You did
not get John Powell to make a report.
With reference to Mr. LeGrow and Mr.
Small I said this afternoon that these
honourable men fought for King and
country. But now they are called upon
to do more than that, that is to vote
for the welfare of the country they
fought for, and let us hope they did
not fight in vain. I do hope they will
weigh the facts before they will vote.
If they vote according to the dictates
of their conscience I am satisfied. I,did
not intend to hold up the House, but
as the Prime Minister has left the
House I will hold up the House until
eleven o’clock. He is the man who
brought those resolutions forward and
my remarks are intended for him. In
five minutes time the band in the Park
will play, and that will tune me up so
that I may keep it going until the
Prime Minister comes in. Do you think
we are foolish enough to pay §1,500,-
000 upon the basis of two sheets of
foolscap. Mr. Targett you ought to
keep a copy of this report as a souven­
ir.

MR. TARGETT—With your permis­
sion I may ask what was the proposi­
tion Sir Michael Cashin would have
brought forward had he been return­
ed to power as spoken of by you?

MR. VINICOMBE—You misunder­
stood me.

MR. TARGETT.—Was it true that
Sir M. P. Cashin intended to float a
loan of 10 millions for the purpose?

MR. VINICOMBE—No, that was the
Squire’s report. He said he would put
their nose to the grinding stone, but
now he is going to give them 11-2 mil­
lions. He got into power on false pre­
tences. I do not accuse you men of It
but the Hon. Prime Minister and his
followers. I am as honest in my re­

marks as Honest John Abbott. Now,
Minister of Public Works, I hope you
•have gone over these resolutions; you
haven’t a seat in the Executive, but I
hope they do not keep you out of their
secrets, and as the proposition has
been put up to the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter, the Hon. Minister of Marine and
the Hon. Minister of Justice, and they
won’t show the decency to tell us, I
hope you will rise and explain just
what the proposals are. Some of you
ought to have some Newfoundland
pluck In you. and if the leaders will
not do it, let you rise and tell us.
Don't keep us in the dark—though I
know some of you are in the dark your
selves. Mr. Targett smiles, but in the
same way as the Hon. Prime Minister,
he has not the same bad opinion of us.
The Hon. Prime Minister says in his
paper, the Star that the Opposition are
a crowd of clowns. Now I ask any
honorable member on that side of the
House, have we acted in any way
wrong or improper since taking our
seats here. Since I came into this
House I have tried to do my duty by
my district, and to act the gentleman
in every way to everyone. And then
the Hon. Prime Minister goes out of
his way to say we are clowns. I will
wait for him to come back, as I have
something to tell him, and it will not
spoil by keeping. If you have deciedd
to vote for these resolutions to give
the Reids this 1 1-2 millions, I as a
Newfoundlander with a family to rear
in this country, tell you that you are
doing wrong. I suppose the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine will see that there is
some agreement drawn up as to how
the money is to be spent. I will sug­
gest something to you so that you will
not forget it,—some people, you know,
when they get into power, do forget
the underdogs. If you are going to
spend this 1 1-2 millions of the coun­
try’s money, and do not Intend to run
the trains daily, but three times week­
ly this year and to close down the
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branch lines in winter, the Reids will
be better off than ever they were. I ap
peal to the Hon. Minister of Marine &
Fisheries, and the Hon. Minister o£
Justice, to see that if this 1 1-2 mil­
lions is voted to the Reids, there will
not he a reduction in a month’s time
in the wages along the line, and in the
machine shops. You know that you
are putting on a tax that will make it
beyond the power of the people to live.
When the war was on prices were high
enough, but when they started to come
down you put on the surtax, and the
other taxes and kept them up. The
Hon. Prime Minister is different from
Sir M. P. Cashin and Sir John Crosbie
as they kept their titles to themselves,
but he put it on all by the name of

, “Sir” tax. The working classes find
it as hard to live now as they did a
year ago, and if you are going to vote
away this 1 1-2 millions which is
wrung out of Newfundland I hope and
trust you will see that the workers get
a standard rate of pay and that there
will be no cutting for at least 12
mouths. I would like to have your
prmise on that, Hon. Minister of Mar­
ine. You know that if the Reids get
this present, the workers will be con­
tributing it as it belongs to them. It
is pretty hard for them to have to
give it and then be dictated to by the
Reids, as to what they will get back. 1
ask you in all sincerity to see that
there is no reduction of the poor man’s
pay. The condition of the country at
present is such that it is no.t worth
living in and if you cut him you are
crucifying him again. Now, Sir, there
is another thing that I want to say.
Why I am so interested in the Hon.
Prime Minister being in the House, is
because he says in his remarks to­
night that the clergymen and leading
citizens are invited to the House to see
how it is held up day by day by the
Opposition. Isn’t that very kind of
him. I do not know if I will get it off
my chest till he comes in. How is it he
is so friendly now with the clergymen.

A time there was when he put the de­
tectives on their trail, and only two
weeks ago when it was in the papers
that the members of the Methodist
Conference were coming to this House
in connection with Prohibition he bluf­
fed them by adjourning the House. He
did not invite them while the Confer­
ence was on. I am tired of reading
in the papers what we on this side are
There is no bluff about me—rich and
poor, all are alike to me. The idea of
him inviting the clergy now; he was
not sincere before and closed the
House so as not to give them the
chance to come here, I was in the li­
quor business once, and the revenue
then was about $350,000 and the peo­
ple had all the liquor they liked. But
now the Hon. Prime Minister in his
Estimates for the coming year reckons
on $480,000. Isn’t that grand in a Pro­
hibition town. Is that the reason he
kept the clergy out. I do not know if
it is so, but I do know the clergy
wculd trust me more than him. I had
to pass these remarks, but I would ra­
ther have done so when he was in the
chair. I do not accuse Dr. Mosdell of
writing this stuff, it was the Hon.
Prime Minister, I know his writing. As
I said this afternoon, if you represen­
tatives of the F.P.U. took an oath to
stand by the Union it may be alright
at times to do so. But it is not al­
right when the country is at stake like
now. That’s why I appeal to you now.
And I ask the Hon. Minister of Justice
who has always played a man’s part
up to now to do so to-night. I hold
no brief for the Reids, but the road
has to be run; I find no fault with giv­
ing them the 11-2 millions, but what
I do find fault with is that these reso­
lutions should be thrown at us with
the only explanation that Sir George
Bury says the Reids should get the
money. Does the Hon. .Prime Minis­
ter think we are really wooden heads
as we have been termed to take it seri­
ously. There are better men right
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here in the country who can run the
road with the 1 1-2 millions, and make
a million out of it. I have read the
articles in the Telegram by Mr. Butler
I do not know him personally, but any
one reading what he has written
knows that he is intelligent. Was he
ever tried as to the running of the
road. You who represent the outports
from one of which Mr. Butler writes,
should be ashamed to have this man
brought in here to give us this report.
To give him $7,500 for it is a down­
right disgrace. There are men in the
outports who can do anything and why
should you turn them down. In the
Reid Nfld. Co. to-day there is a Carbo­
near man—the Hon. Mr. Speaker
knows him—Mr. Powell, who can show
Bury all about the railroad or any­
thing connected with it. The Hon.
Minister of Marine spent $1,600,000 on
the road and Sir Gerge Bury thought
so much of it that he took good care
not to go back over it, but cleared out
by the Rosalind. That is where the
money goes. If I were an outport man
I would not mind what the Hon. Min­
ister, of Marine says; he is only tied up
with the Reids for his own benefit. He
started to do good for you, and I trust
he will, but after all he is not an out­
port man, he was born on the South­
side. Nevertheless that’s why I say
he should not have gone to Canada to
bring down a man for this business.
When he was building the premises at
Port Union he gave great praise to the
Newfoundlanders and Capt. Jones
came in for his share. The Newfound­
landers can do anything and we should
not have got this man from Canada
down here. I know a lot of the party
meetings, and I would like to know
how much the Hon. Prime Minister
was interested in the resolutions. He
leaves the House when anyone on this
side gets up. He vilified Mr. Higgins in
the last campaign, but left the Cham­
ber, when that gentleman took the
floor. The Minister of Justice ought
to ask him to come in and take his seat

993

This is the place to hear what we have
to say and this is a matter of 1 1-2
million dollars. I think in justice to
the House he ought to be brought in
here. I am one of those who in pas­
sing remarks do so openly, and I
would like to see him in his chair. I
do not want anyone to tell him what I
said, I will tell him myself. I do not
know if there is any rule that while I
hold the floor I have to say a word,
and I will now hold it till he comes in.

MR. MacDONNELL—I think the
House should rise till he comes in,
and 1 put the suggestion to your con­
sideration, Mr. Chairman.

MR. VINICOMBE—Mr. Chairman, as
the Prime Minister has come back aft­
er his smoke, while this question of a
million and a half dollars is pending,
I will continue my remarks. We on
this side of the House are called
clowns. Well, all I can say is that we
are fools as well and the people must
be fools. You say in your article to­
night that we are clowns, but you are
the only one who has looked upon us
in that light. When some time ago
Mr. MacDonnell put the question on
the Order Paper about the Lobelia you
replied by calling us wooden heads.
We took that for what it was worth, .
but I do not want my children to take
up the paper and see in it their father
called a clown. Now, Sir, while you
were out another article came up for ■
discussion, that referring to clergy­
men being invited to the House. I want
to say that clergymen are always wel­
come here, and what is more you will
always find them here enjoying the de­
bates, except on one occasion and that
was while the Methodist Conference
was on, and then you took good care
that they should not be here. You
were cute enough to haul it over them
there. When they came in the House
was adjourned on one occasion. I hap­
pened to be sitting at my desk here
writing a letter when two or three of
these gentlemen approached me and
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asked when the House would be open.
I replied that it would be open to­
morrow. Now Sir, I don’t mind being
called a wooden head, or a bald head,

i but when it gets down to clowns, I
must protest and do so very thorough­
ly.

As to these Resolutions, I do not be­
lieve that the Prime Minister is thi
father of them at all, but be that as it
may. I would like to see a clause put
In them providing that there shall be
no cut in the wages of employees for .
twelve months. Is that too much to
ask? I see men here from the West
End who, I am sure are not here to
see how the money is going to be vot­
ed, but to see whether or not their
wages are going to be cut. The posi­
tion with them is that if John Jones
is getting $24 a week, and he is told
that he must take $18 a week now, it is
his own money that is being paid him
and it is therefore his own money that
is being taken from him if he is cut.
I ask, therefore, is it right and fitting
tnat these men should have their pay
reduced. Now Mr. Coaker, will you
guarantee that this will not be done?
The Prime Minister will say nothing
in reply to my appeal on behalf of
these men, altho they are his own con­
stituents. Mr. Coaker does not answer

' either. Look at them! Two silent
monks. My God, have you not got the
interests of the poor at heart? Must
it be always Self with you?

The Reids will make money this
year if they never made it before. You
■don’t seem to realize the position. If
-a man works for Knowlings, Know-
lings pay his salary, but if a man
works for Reids, the Newfoundland
Government pays his salary. Now Mr.
Warren, before I take my seat I want
to say this to you. You and I grew up
together and . played together and you
were always ono who played the game.
You have won medals and trophies
that you perhaps value very highly,
but if you vote against these Resolu­
tions you will win a greater trophy

than any you have ever won, namely,
the honor of Newfoundland. The Reso­
lutions may be all right, but we on
this side of the House are in the dark
as to the true position, and the rank
and file of the Government are in the
dark. Sir George Bury says that Reids
must be given a million and a half
dollars, and on the strength of that
we are asked to hand it out to them
and ask no questions. My appeal to
the Government to-night, humble as it
may be, is “Do the best you can for
the people.” You never asked anyone
else if they could run the railway, you
never got the opinion of anyone. Was
the opinion of this Mr. Butler who is
writing in the Telegram asked? No,
but one Collishaw who drifts in here
from Nova Scotia was asked to advise
us not only on the railway, but on the
Fishery as well in spite of the fact that
he did not know what a fish was till
he struck this country. He was not
■tlone consulted, but he was the leading
man on the Fishery Board when one
was appointed last year. Now if you
are going to vote on this matter do
not oo so in the dark, but ask for tin
correspondence between Reids and the
Executive. Mr. Sampson says that he
knows nothing of any proposition, but
that he will vote this million and a
half because Sir George Bury says
co. And now Mr. Jennings, I ask
you again "what does it profit
a man to gain the whole world if he
lose his immortal soul?” Are you
going to let a paltry $5,000 keep you
from voting against these Resolu­
tions when you know them to be
wrong. The people were up in arms
Reids gave us a million for the rail­
way but now, the position is changed
and we are going to give them a mil­
lion and a half to run it for us. What
would those men who, when the ’98
contract was made had boothrooms all
over the country to receive the pro­
tests of the people, what would they
do if they could get out of their
graves now? I know that an agree-
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inent exists between the Reids and
the Government but I do not know
what it is. However the private mem­
bers o£ the Government should know
it before this vote is taken. I regret,
Mr. Chairman, having detained the
House so long, but I want to inform
the Prime Minister before taking my
seat that should he attempt to force
the issue as he has threatened to do,
I can talk for a week.

MH. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Chairman,
I am sorry to have to rise again, but
I want to assure the House that there
is no desire whatever on my part to
obstruct or delay the proceedings in
any way. I hold in my hand a copy
of the Advocate of to-day’s issue and
on the front page of that paper Is an
attack upon me with a heading in
large type which reads, “CONTEMPT­
IBLE CONDUCT OF ARCHIBALD,
ETC.” The article goes on to say:
(Reads article.)

Now Sir, I want to say that in my
remarks last night I had not the
slightest intention of hurting the
Union Trading Company, nor have I
to-day. I don't know who wrote that
article but I do not think it was Mr.
Coaker because he knows better. 1
have helped the Union Trading Com­
pany as much as any man in the
country and perhaps even better than
Mr. Collishaw. I want to say that
through efforts of mine and after I
had put in eight or nine weeks of
hard work the Trading Co. was able
to pay a dividend one year. This
charge which the Adyocate makes
against me is not correct but I want
to prove it to the satisfaction of the
Union members. The first year after
the Armistice was signed everyone
knows what happened. The bottom
went out of the market and fish that
was bought here at 15 and 1G dollars
a quintal could not be disposed of. I
met the famous Mr. Collishaw and he
had 1600 casks of Union fish on his 

hands that he did not know what to
do with. I sold that 1G00 casks of
fish for $99.00 per cask and before that
fish was shipped every man who had
contracted for fish tried to cancel. I
went to Boston and New York and in­
terviewed Bleakhouse with the result
that the deal was put through suc­
cessfully' although I had been told by
experienced men before I left here
that I should be only wasting my
time and money. After eight weeks
of hard work I got these credits
through at 100% which meant $144,-
000. Now. Mr. Chairman, everyone
knows what happened in the case of
the Escasoni and when she went out
of here the only fish on board her
that was sold and paid for was what
I had sold for the Union Trading Co.
when I visited the States. The bal­
ance of her cargo was paid for in
Roumanian bonds which might be re­
alized on some day but which are
still unpaid. If I had not got that
sale through and got cold cash for the
fish, I ask what position the Union
Trading Co. would have been in. If
they had held these Roumanian bonds
they would certainly have been up
against it. I received as commission
on that sale $1,400.

I would not expect anyone to do
$144,000 worth of business for me and
pay such a small sum. And that’s not
the worst of it. I went to the States,
spent $250 in telegrams, sold the
fish, applied to Sir John Crosbie to
get it on the Escasoni—he will tell
you the same—got the credits, had the
fish put on board, and a quarter of an
hour after it went over her side the
F. P. U. agent went to the Bank and
got his $144,000 in cold coin but the
rest of the shippers are looking at
their contracts yet. After spending
weeks and my own money to get the
contract through I came back here
and I now ask the Hon. Minister of



996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
Marine did I ever ask him to pay any
bill for me.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—No.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Did I ever talk
to you of expenses?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—No.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—The reason I
did not send in a bill is because I was
and am friendly to the Union and I
have fought for it all through from
the days of its inception. I am demo­
cratic and in favour of anything that
will help to uplift the poor man.
That deal cost me a lot of money and
I got not a cent. You got 5144,000
and but for me you would now be
holding Roumanian bonds and be in
a far worse position than you are. 1
did it cn a friendly basis pure and
simple. And then this paper states I
am out to hurt the F. P. U. And this
whole article, I can hit it as hard as
I like through the reporter’s box but
that is not my intention at. all. I knew
as a matter of absolute fact that Col-
lishaw was backing paper for the F.P.
U. and I was sorry for it because we
all know that charity begins at home
and I feel as a Newfoundlander to­
night that any man backing paper for
any company holding political power
as the F. P. U. does in this country,
makes it to say the best, very unsafe.
I leave it to Newfoundlanders to say
if it is not so. When money is hard
to get as it is at the present time, and
Collishaw is backing paper, I am
afraid of it. I do not want to accuse
the Hon. Minister of Marine of any
wrong but I am certain that he would
rather be clear of that Collishaw con­
nection than anything in the country.
I never accused the Hon. Minister oi
Marine or any man of doing some­
thing that is not right but what I did
say is that with Collishaw backing
paper for ?100,000 or more, I as a
Newfoundlander consider it unsafe 

and he holds too much power. No
matter how honest a man may be—
and I take off my hat to the Hon.
Minister of Marine for his wonderful
work in Port Union—it a man holds
$100,000 over any company which holds
political power, he might squeeze them
if he were unscrupulous enough. And
if it were my case I would probably
be Inclined to give in rather than sa­
crifice my life work and the people I
had worked for. Mr. Collishaw has
been In many deals. He said in the
first, the fish deal, the best way to
do it was to charge the small dealers
$5,000 each and force them out. It
would then become like the big oil
business and be run by only 4 or 5
men who would make a lot of money.
He said that the Hon. Minister of Ma­
rine was the only one to bring that
about. Mr. Collishaw has been follow­
ing the Hon. Minister very close, and
it has been said in a foreign city that
Mr.Coaker is a clever man,but we will
land him, and I think that is the tac­
tics of that agent we have been speak­
ing about. I could make a vindictive
speech if I wished, but I will not do it;
still I cannot let this newspaper state­
ment go unchallenged. I cannot allow
that. I stated that Colishaw was on
paper for the F.P.U. for $100,000 and
that is absolutely correct. I have not.
stated it to hurt the Union, but be­
cause I like to see the Hon. Minister
of Marine out of the mess, and he got
to get the money somewhere. The one
I am talking of is this fellow blowing
In here and making money off the New
foundlanders, and then forcing a man
into a hard position. I know his type.
When I moved out of the Government
I met him, and he thought the Govern­
ment was broken up. He said to me,
“when you and Crosbie get far enough,
come up to me and I will do something
with the rest of them.” Why did he
speak to me like that? He did not
help you for love, and I guarantee that
he secured himself. He didn’t follow 
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me to Spaniards Bay for nothing. I
have no intention to hurt the F.P.U. I
have been more help than hurt to
them, but I guarantee the people all
over the country have two eyes on Col-
lishaw and are watching him. His
flowery smile will not fool them as in
the past.

(Reads article)
I am quite sure of this, and I am not

the kind of fool to talk without know­
ing what I am talking about; the ar-
tide itself shows it is true. I stated
he is on the paper for the F.P.U. and
the Union is swinging the country and
I am afraid of it. Certainly I am
afraid of it.

(Reads article.)
I do not know what they mean by

referring to Archibald’s business. I
am able to swing my business, and I
state right here, that I want help from
no man. The one who penned this Is
trying to put over some idea, but I
thank God I do not need anyone to
help me one cent even though I am a
young man, and that is the reason I
can stand up here and talk to them.
If I did need help I would choose bet­
ter company than Collishaw. Some­
times however, people have not the
choosing of their company.

(Reads article.)
I am not twisting this for political

purposes. It is very little interest I
have in it though I got something to
tell of what was in the Advocate after
I came back from my district. I got
over 1,000 signatures on paper of the
men who backed me up. I am not so
often absent from my seat now, as
when I was in the Government. Do
you know the reason?—because I am
not here on a party vote, but by the
command of the people. And I financ­
ed my own campaign. I was backed
up by the people. I do not care what
became of my business and I will stay
here till Doomsday because what I
have got is as good a recommendation
as any man can get from the people.

(Reads article.)
Is anyone silly enough to think

those men are not taking securities on
a preferred basis. I will not discuss
this as I do not want things to get In
the p^ess or create a panic among the
people interested. But I will come
here and spit It out when I know a
man is holding power such as Colli
shaw does.

(Reads article.)
There is a laboured effort all thru’

rhe article to try and show it is al­
right. It were Letter you did not re­
fer to it at all as it only backs me up.
I will not refer to it in full as I would
only be making trouble which I do
not desire to do

(Reads article.)
I have explained it in the interests

- f Newfoundland as I do not think it
right for a man .c be backing pape
■ ct one who holds £ ■ itical pcwer. You
can make as light of it as possible,
but money talks, nd I leav-s it to the
Newfoundlanders whether T nm right
er not

(Rea is article.)
Every Bank wants gilt edge security

and this thing < rly a camouflage.
They will tak< -n:e if anyth ini. hap­
pens that they will be alright. Bond­
holders always seek a preferential
claim and nobody is green enough to
believe otherwise.

(Reads article.)
I think I sent enough to the 6,000

shareholders of the Union, enough to
show that in getting them $144,000, I
was doing them a good turn. If I
hadn’t done that they would be in a
worse position than they are now. The
only thing stopping me from treating
this in such a way as to stampede the
people is because I have no desire to
injure them.

MR. LEWIS—Mr. Chairman, I rise
for the purpose of making a few obser­
vations on the Resolutions now before
:he Chair. I consider that this public
question is so important to Newfound­



998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
land that I feel that I would not be
doing my duty to my constituents who
sent me here or to this Dominion as
a Newfoundlander, if I did not express
my views thereon. Of course it will
<>e recognized that there has been st
much said in condemnation of these
Resolutions by the able speakers who
preceded me that there is but little
ground left for me to cover; it is also
a well recognized theory, I understand
by the Government members that any­
thing said by members on this side of
the House is said merely because we
are in Opposition and because it is
our desire to prolong the business ^of
the House. Now I want to make it
c.uite clear that it is not my intention
to speak because I am in Opposition,
and want to delay the time of the
House, but I am speaking as a New­
foundlander in the interest of New­
foundland, also because I hold no .brief
for the Reid Newfoundland Companj
This is a matter on which each and
every individual member should throw
off all party feelings, and let all affi­
liations go to the wind, and he should
stand up here in his place as a New­
foundlander for Newfoundland. We
one and all are Newfoundlanders and
are here for a common purpose and it
is up to each and every one of us to
express our opinions, and vote accord­
ing to the dictates of our consciences
on any question of importance such as
the one now under discussion. The
Lon. member for Hr. Grace, Mr. Archi­
bald. dealt with the Prime Minister’s
Manifesto of 1919 and from it he read
some very important extracts to prove,
I hope, to the satisfaction of the av­
erage member of this House that the
Prime Minister's views in 1919 and
his views to-nighc are very inconsist­
ent indeed. His Manifesto in no uncer­
tain sound condemned the Reids, and
the management ;>f the whole railway
system. He certainly put some very
strong pleas before the electorate and
asked the people from many different
angles, not necessary for me to enu­

merate now, that before they would
vote for the candidates of Cashin and
the associates of A. B. Morine and W.
J. Higgins to consider the matter care

,fully. This was the appeal of the man,
who, a few years ago. was painted as
the "black rascal” by hN close friend
who now sits behind him In .he Gov
eminent. I am g< ing to read to the
House now a few extracts from
what is known as "The Trail of the
Serpent.” This is a little pamphlet
that was issued and circulated with
'he Squires Manifesto in 1919. 7 am
sure It will be listened to with great
interest, and I am very sorry that the
lion. Minister of Justice sees fit fa
leave the House now while I am talk­
ing. This is very important in fact to
the people of the cr.untry when they
know that they got to be penalized to­
night on account of the way they were
hoodwinked and deceived by the pres-
-nt administrate??. In this document
A. B. Morine is painted as the serpent
that put the Railway Deal through In
1S9S and the betrayer of Newfoundland

(Reads article.)
Now what happened after the elec­

tion? Cashin did not come back with
the biggest following in this House to
spend millions on the Reids, but the
present Prime Minister did, and he
has already given millions to the Reids
without the consent of the people of
the country. But not satsfied with
that here is another paragraph (reads)
referring to Mr. Higgins, as Reid’s So­
licitor, although at the time that was
wiitten Mr. Higgins was not a Solici­
tor for the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany. I understand that that para­
graph has already been affectively dis<
posed of to the satisfaction of this
House and to the country at large.
Then this pamphlet goes on to tell
■jf Morine, Cavell etc. (Reads). Well
if it is right to please this country in
pieference to Morine, I say it is doub­
ly and trebly right to please this coun
tiy in preference to pleasing Colli-
shaw; and if it is true what Mr. Ar­
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chibald said to-night, I appeal to the
young man of Newfoundland to see
that Collishaw and Coaker do not put
anything over on Newfoundland, and
who will be more to the detriment of
Newfoundland than Morine was In
'98.

Here is another extract. (Reads)
Well after the past 20 months’ experi­
ence of the rule (or rather the mis-
lule) of the present Government we
should be all convinced by this time
that we have certainly a Liberal Re­
form Government with a vengeance.
They were liberal to themselves, and
now they are going to be more liberal
to the Reid Newfoundland Company.
Last year this House closed, and there
were members here who did not know
what was going to happen to the Reid
deal. Of course Legislation was pass­
ed to have a certain amount of money
voted for a certain purpose, but it
was not conceived that Mr. Coaker, ai
ter the departure of the Prime Minis­
ter and the Minister of Justice, was
going to undertake the running of the
railroad as he did. However, he did
as he wished himself and today we are
paying the piper for his blunder. He
said be was going to undertake the
running of the railroad and was going
to show to this country that he knew
something about railroading. Fie ran
it so well that he involved this country
to the amount of $1,650,000 and not
satisfied with that the Prime Minister
comes in here and introduces Resolu­
tions asking this House to give to the
Reid Nfld. Co. another 1 1-2 million
dollars. Why should we give them
that amount now, after the Prime Min
is ter going to the country in 1919 and
denouncing the Reid Nfld. Co. in all its
moods and tenses? Even his Finance
Minister—and I am sorry he is not in
his place in the House to-night—de­
nounced the Reid Nfld. Co. both in the
General election and Bye-election in
St. John’s West and told the people
there that whatever else happened that
one thing was certain and that was 

that he would have nothing to do with
the Reid Nfld. Co. or with anything
that they had anything to do with.
How have those promises been kept?
Now I am not expected, as an outport
representative of the fishermen, to
stand here and make a flowery speech
like ether members, but my language
will have to be taken with the best
intentions as what I say comes from
the heart and with the very best inten­
tions, and I fail to see what mandate
the Prime Minister got from the peo­
ple of this country to indemnify the
Reid Nfld. Co. for what was done last
year after this House closed. I think
the Prime Minister is deceiving the
people in worse fashion than Morine
did in ’98. I was a party to what came
about in 1900 and did all possible to
undo what Morine had done. If I dis­
agreed with Morine then, I have more
reason and more cause tonight to de­
ciare that the present Prime Minister
is doing ten times worse because he
introduced these infamous Resolutions
yet this same young man, because Mo­
rine is a Nova Scotian by birth, paints
him biack to the country, and in cold
print tells the people that he is going
to bring the Reids to their senses. I
say to-night that the Prime Minister
is the greatest deceiver that ever oc­
cupied thg Prime Minister’s chair in
Newfoundland. At the time that the
Reids and Morine made the deal and
drove it through this House, there was
a stronger public sentiment in evi­
dence than they’ are to-day ,and the
people were not so demoralized as they
are to-day. At the time I refer to in­
dignation meetings were held all over
the country, and the people by their
determination drove that crowd out
of power. They went down to political
oblivion for all time, and so will the
crowd that are advocating the voting
away of this 1 1-2 million dollars be­
cause by so doing they will put a mill
stone around the necks of Newfound­
landers yet unborn as well as the pres
ent generation. The voting of this
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1 1-2 million dollars to the Reid New­
foundland Company now means forty
five millions for the next thirty years,
because once that law is on the statute
book then Mr. Coaker with his fol­
lowing of eleven sworn men to guard
their own interest and the Interest of
the F.P.U. Trading Company, not
Newfoundland in general, are prepar­
ed to 'vote 1 1-2 million dollars for the
next thirty years. That is one of the
great things that Premier Squires in­
tends to do for Newfoundland. Why
not take a little time, as Mr. Higgins
said? About this time last year the
Prime Minister and the Minister ot
Justice went to the Old Country on a
trip. It was known that the Minister
of Justice went on important business

•r egarding the Labrador Boundary, and
in the interest of this country, but 1
say as a Newfoundlander that it would
have paid the country better if he had
r emained in Newfoundland and took
an interest in this roalroad contract
and spent his season here, even if he
took the same leisure moments that he
took in London. He would then he in
a position to come in here with some.
thing of a business like nature in the
interest of the whole country. If the
Reid Newfoundland Co. are insolvent,
as was stated here, why abrogate the
•amended contract of 1901 to sustain
the Reids to carry on this railroad. I
admit that it is impossible for this
country to go on without this service
now, but I also contend that we are
not doing justice to the people out­
side this House without having a man­
date from them to vote away this 1
1-2 million dollars this year. You are
taxing the people $30 per head for
the Reids, and it means that you are
going to take $40 from every fisher­
man who is catching fish in Newfound­
land to-day. Every fisherman has got
to give six quintals of his voyage to
pay this tax on the 1 1-2 million dol­
lars, and while on this point I appeal
to the representatives of the fishermen
on the Government side of the House, 

as I believe that very few of their con­
stituents who arc on the Labrador and
fishing all round the coast to-night
are prepared to throw down the value
of five or six quintals of fish to pay
the Reid Nfld. Co. to operate the rail­
road. I say it is the greatest piece
of injustice ever perpetrated on a free
people. I know, and I am positively
certain that Mr. Guppy never told the
people of Trinity that he was going to
be a party to voting away forty dollars
of their money this year, because if he
did they would not have voted for him
as largely as they did. The boot was
on the other foot Mr. Guppy told the
people of Trinity district and his col­
leagues told them too that they were
going to reduce taxation and that they
were going to make the Reids live up
to their contract. This tax on the fish­
ermen is as indirect as a man going
to you to-morrow Mr. Guppy, and tax­
ing your boots and traps. There is no
more difference to it. The only differ­
ence is in the whole transaction is that
the people of Trinity Bay were deceiv­
ed like you deceived the people all
over the other sections of the coun­
try, and the present leader of the Gov­
ernment will go down to posterity and
bis name will be emblazoned by the
future historian of Newfoundland as
the greatest deceiver that ever went
before the electorate of this country.

We have heard a lot of talk here
about niggers in woodpiles, and I
think, according to Mr. Archibald’s
statements here, in referring to the
happy associations between Mr. Colli-
shaw, Mr. Coaker, the Trading Com­
pany and the Reid Newfoundland Co.,
that Mr. Collishaw is the white nigger
in the woodpile, and I believe that Col
lishaw is a very important man in the
Resolutions before the House to-night.

With reference to the work on the
road at Badger, I may say that there
■are at least a thousand men in Con­
ception Bay waiting for employment at
Bell Island to start operations again.
We have men, women and children in
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our own district actually starving for
want of labour. Men are waiting for
some avenue of employment to open
up, and they are not permitted to
leave the country, because every man
must have $250 on his person, or else
he will not be allowed to land at
Sidney. Well any man who has that
amount can afford to stay home, but it
is the poor man who cannot get enough
money together to pay his passage
money that wants to go to Sydney. I
remember asking the Government, and
the Prime Minister over a month ago,
to suspend tile rules of this House,
and to pass this ore Bill when first it
was brought up here, but nothing, ap­
parently, has been done yet. Mr. Walsh
to-night took as back to what happen­
ed at Catalina a few years ago, and
he told us what contributed greater
than anything else to the closing down
of the Bell Island companies. At that
time Mr. Coaker, who was flushed
with victory and filled up with his own
ambitions; contended that as he had
attained political power that every­
thing all over the country should fall
before his wand. He there and then
declared that the Dominion and No­
va Scotia Companies were amassing
immense wealth from the ore at Bell
Island and he said that he was going
Ing to introduce a Bill compelling the
companies to pay $1 a ton upon all
the ore exported from Bell Island.

From the day that statement was
made public those companies began to
pull in and they pulled in their busin­
ess until a few days ago when they
discharged two or three hundred men.
That is the result of those pronounce­
ments without consideration. That is
the result of the underdogs, It is the
men ■who are catching fish to-night
who are going to suffer, and the men
who have gone in to Badger. These
are the men who are going to feel the
pressure of this income tax. There are
probably hundreds of families who do
not know what they are going to have
for breakfast to-morrow.

Then there is that Bell Island agree
ment. That Bill has been before this
House for the past two months, and
the Companies are held up. The onus
is on the Government. If that bill had
seen passed the country would be in
a position to know whether it was the
Government or the companies that
were holding up the work on Bell Is­
land. But to return to the railroad
Resolutions, and read what the Plain­
dealers says:

(Reads.)
The last is well worth perusal.

We are here as the representatives of
the people. If you on the other side
pass these resolutions the burden will
be on your shoulders. It is up to you
gentlemen. We have here Sir George
Bury’s report. This is the crux of the
situation when Sir George Bury was
telegraphed for to come to Newfound­
land to advise the voting of one and a
half million dollars to the Reid Nfld.
Co. There are men in this country who
know more about the conditions in
this country than he does. What did
we get out of the commission last year
We are charged with $1,612,000; that
is the price we had to pay for Govern­
ment control. One would think we
were in a great city in the United
States or on the other side. Although
we are asked to vote 1 1-2 million dol­
lars for it it is only a one-horse mat­
ter. The Prime Minister said in this
House last year that he did not agree
with all auditors. I agree with that.
But the Prime Minister accepts the
statement that we have handed to us
as a result of Government operation
of the railroad last year, and he ac­
cepts the report ot Sir George Bury.

MR. MACDONELL.—Mr. Speaker,
on the motion for adjournment I
would like to say a word or two on a
matter of great importance. I think
we should not adjourn till this is
cleared up. The matter has been
brought to me in its full contexa to­
night. Certain blocks of land on the
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West' Coast on the three mile limit,
were leased to Foote and Henderson—
and I think illegally—and afterwards
to Collishaw. When the news reach­
ed St. George’s of it being on the
three-mile limit, I wrote the Govern­
ment ac the instance of the people who
had held meetings to protest against
the cutting of timber there as it was
one of the few remaining places
where they can get coopers’ stock. All
these people make herring barrels. I
was invited to the meeting and pro­
tested and asked the Government to
cancel the grants as in Conception
Bay to Dr. Smith and Mr. Perez.
There was a great flourish in the pap­
ers when that was done. I was curi­
ous then and did not understand why
they did not do the same in St.
George’s as in the other case. The
story has been unfolded by Mr. Archi­
bald and I thank him and I will take
the opportunity when the House clos­
es to tell the people of St. George’s.
I am nor. sure if Collishaw was on the
Commission but at Nardini’s they
loaded cars on the siding to more
than they could hold and when the
people applied for cars to carry
freight they could not get one. Some
more were on the siding at St.
George's, not MO yards from the Gov­
ernment wharf, but they could not
get one and the engine took them
back to load for Collishaw. The time
is gone for hearing stories about the
Reids—when they want anything done
they.get the man, and by a curious
turn of the wheel, he is not in the
House at all. I will tell a story later
that will shock the House. When I
go into it, the deal on the West Coast,
it will buttress all that Mr. Archibald
has said. To the credit of the Hon.
Minister of Marine, I think he was
not in the country when these things
were done. It bears out what we all
have said, that it is not the Com­
mission is running the railway but 

the Reids. Collishaw is the finished
article and the Reids who are gener­
ally wise in their selections, got him.
It is a scandal. That some of you
here have not seen him is the proof
that he does not deal with the small
man.—ho goes to the top of the lad­
der to get his man. I have preached
some of the Squires’ manifesto my­
self; I believed something about the
grafters and thought some of them
would be in jail by this time, and I
got about a hundred weight of the
menace literature in St. George’s yet
as the people would not read it. The
Reids got control of the country
through this marvellous man who was
expected to put it over the people at
Washington as he did here. It would
have been a good story and a benefit
to the people of Newfoundland. I do
not like to see him get privileges over
others. I worked for the same equal­
ity for contractors and towards that
end got a show from the Reids. I
have found the Government were not
the people to deal with but the Reids
—and then to come in here with this
proposition from the Hon. Prime Min­
ister, who, if he played fair would be
apologizing to the people. That’s
what you are trying to foist on the
people and it is in keeping with ev­
erything else you have done in the
House here. We are prepared to
stay here for hours, -weeks or months.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—-I’ll
be glad to withdraw the motion to ad­
journ if you like.

MR. MACDONNELL.—And withdraw
the resolutions too as you may have
to yet. You bragged here to-night of
your mind running in a logical vein.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
do not brag—that comes from the
other side.

MR. MACDONNELL.—You did; look
at these men here—they are the fel­
lows you were going to put in jail.
What has he, Sir M. P. Cashin, ever. 
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done that would show he is under
the thumb of the Reids like you are.
They have two mates ahead of you—
they would not even pay you the com­
pliment of putting you first but got
two others ahead who could hold you.
One thing you cannot do is stop us
from talking. I have not spoken yet
for two hours altogether though the
House has been open three months.
You tried to fool us by a cute trick—
but I want to inform the Hon. Speak­
er and the House that I am not speak­
ing of the railway now but on certain
remarks that came up here to-night.
There are strong grounds for Mr,
Archibald’s remarks. Did it ever
strike you it would be worth Colli-
shaw’s while to have the railway run.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—Ev­
eryone thinks it would be worth while
to have it run.

MR. MACDONNELL.—It’s worth
while for the Reids to have it run—
that’s the story. But it is not right
to have the House pass a Bill at the
direction of a man who is not in the
House. I told you he was the finish­
ed diplomat. If he had been so suc­
cessful in Washington we would not
have this story in the papers to-day
that we are' worse off than the Ar­
menians were under the control of the
Turks during the war. It is written
by a reputable man and I’ll read it
this afternoon. He thinks that New­
foundland can be saved by the selling
of fish through social service clubs.
Talk of the message of P. T. McGrath,
The people will never forgive this
Government for having such a story
written about them. I will tell it be­
fore the member for Burin and move
that the article be withdrawn. It is
not my intention to delay the House
but I hope you will give serious
thought to the linking up of the chain
that has been shown here to-night. I
would be glad to see Collishaw here
and I know Mr. Targett would be 
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glad. I hope he will make a speech
in the House and I think he would
excel even Mr. Archibald himself.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past midnight.

—>-
WEDNESDAY, July 20th.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Mr. Bennett, on behalf of the Select
Committe, appointed to consider
Municipal Bill, present the followiiyg
Report-

The Select Committee, appointed to
consider the Bill sent down from the
Legislative Council, entitled “An Act
to amend and Consolidate the Laws in
Relation to the Municipal Affairs of
the Town of St. John’s,” beg to report
that they have considered the Bill to
them referred, and recommend its
adoption with the following amend­
ments.

(Signed)
J. R. BENNETT.
W. J. HIGGINS.
W. W. HALFYARD.
CYRIL JAS. FOX.
N. J. VINNICOMBE.

House of Assembly, July 20th, 1921.
On motion this report was received

and adopted, and it was ordered that
it be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on to-morrow.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises, it adjourn un­
til this afternoon, at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

X—>
WEDNESDAY, July 20th.

The House met at three of the clock 
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in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-
’ ment. .

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, if the House is to in­
fer from his statement of yesterday,
that John M. Devine is still being re­
tained as Trade Commissioner in New
York and if so with what object, see­
ing that the other Trade Commission­
ers have been recalled and that in the
present condition of the country’s
finances the payment of public money
for this purpose seems an absolute
waste, and if he is being retained for
what period is he being retained.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, if in view of the present reduced
receipts in the Custom House indicat­
ing a probable decline of two and a
half million dollars for the fiscal
year ending June next, instead of an
increase of two million dollars as es­
timated in his Budget Speech of May
25th, he proposes to take any step to
deal with the situation thus created
and how he expects to avert bank­
ruptcy and default in payment of our
Interest due on the 31st December
next, which is inevitable unless some
alteration takes place in these condi­
tions.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education for the tenth
time when, if ever, his report will be
ready for submission to this House and
if it is not to be presented this year
will he make an oral statement em­
bodying the substance of its contents.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education,
(a) If he or his Department has been

for sometime past engaged In the
framing of a scheme whereby the
country is to be divided into in­
spection districts for educational
purposes, each district to be un­

der the jurisdiction of one or
more of the inspectors now being
trained abroad for this work;

(b) It the scheme contemplates that
these inspectors arc to inspect all
schools within these districts, not
alone the schools of the denom­
inations to which the inspectors
themselves belong, but of every
other denomination as well;

(c) If this is not a breach of the prin­
ciple of denominational educa­
tion as recognized in this Colony;

(d) If protests against this proposed
procedure have been received by
himself, his department, or any
officials thereof, from representa­
tives of certain denominations,
and if so to lay on the Table of
the House copies of the said pro­
tests ;

(e) To lay on the Table also a writ­
ten statement of the policy of the
Government in this regard and
how it is proposed to employ the
different inspectors.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries, in his ca­
pacity of Chairman of the Railway
Commission, if it is correct that last
winter application was made from the
South Branch coal mine for 100 pairs
of snow shoes for the miners, and if
these were supplied and at what cost
and what has become of them.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the amend­
ments made by the Legislative Council
in and upon the Bill sent up entitled
“An Act to amend the Act 11 Geo. V.
Cap. 40 entitled 'An Act Respecting
the Maintenance of Certain Public
Roads’,” were read a second time and
agreed to, and it was ordered that a
message be sent to the Legislative
Council acquainting that body that
the House of Assembly concurred in
the said amendments without amend­
ment; it being understood that the
aforesaid amendments were in no 
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way intended to interfere with the
prerogative of the House of Assembly
respecting Money Bills.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolu­
tions Respecting the Operation of the
Nfld. Railway.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Chair­

man, last night I had intended to
make some remarks on these resolu­
tions, but I was prevented from doing
so by an article in the Daily Star by
an abominable pencil, by an unfor­
tunate interruption by a diseased
mind of someone in this country. I
hope the air is clear now.

Regarding, Sir, the resolutions
themselves, I take them as a further
evidence of certain members of the
Government, the absolute inability of
the Executive Government. I have
heard it stated in this House, and we
have not heard it denied, that when
the late Government went out of office
there were about four million dollars
in the Treasury. When the House
opened we on this side of the House
were of the opinion that all that
money was spent. I am glad my hon.
friends, Capt. Jones and Mr. Scammell
are in the House, because they were
the mover and seconder of the Ad­
dress in Reply. It is significant that
their speeches appeared in the Advo­
cate on the 1st of April, All Fools
Day. The lion, members of the House
are treated to a further ejaculation.
We are asking this country to vote a
revenue of $8,7000,000, and there is
not a member on this side of the
House who is not sure that we cannot
get $5,000,000. The hon. leader of the
Opposition pointed out that it would
inevitably put us further in the mire,
and there can be no doubt that he is 

right. In times when things are not
going smoothly not men but slaves
are made. Keep that in mind; I will
prove that this afternoon before I am
through. A half million dollars were
taken from the treasury of the coun­
try to prop up the price of fish, and
then we hear it said that the price
was not small compared with other
years. “The fishery regulations,” they
say, “were profitable to the fisher­
men.” That makes one think. The
man who put these regulations on
said he would stand or fall with these
regulations. The leader of the Gov-
ernmejit thought they were right, and
this House by a unanimous vote re­
called them. Do they want this coun­
try to believe that this House turned
down what they thought was good.
The Regulations were good but you
took them off. It is almost in keeping
with the record of your Government,
because what was good you destroyed.
It almost makes one think that there
was something good about them, be­
cause you destroyed them.

Now I come to the subject before
the chair, “Inland transportation.” I
would like, Sir, to take your mind
back to the day when the railroad re­
solutions were first introduced into
the House. We were then favored by
a speech from the present Prime Min­
ister, the introducer. We then heard
a speech that for vilification was nev­
er equalled in this House. It was
said that the Reids faked reports.
There was a reason for that speech,
and I have an idea as to what that
reason was. But since then, after a
year of operation by the Government,
we have a greater loss than during
any two years under the operation of
the Reid Newfoundland Company. And
now to-day we have that man who
said that the Reids were giving us
faked reports coming in here and ask­
ing for one and a half million dollars
which he proposes to turn over to the
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Reid Newfoundland Company. I be­
lieve there is too much intelligence on
this side of the House and on the oth­
er side of the House to vote a million
and a half dollars to people who fak­
ed their reports. In spite of all the
prophecies we made last year they
have come to pass. “Look forward,”
he says. I wish the people of the
country had enough imagination to
look forward to better things, to peace
and plenty, but there will be no peace
and plenty six months from now. In
spite of the advice of the older men
of experience and ability you follow
the old policy of drift and look for­
ward to times of peace and plenty.
There is no peace and plenty to-day. I
believe the hon. member who propose
ed that speech was sincere, I believe
he is sincere to-day. I believe he is
t-'0 big a man to say that everything
has gone as it should have gone. Six
months from now we will be 100%
further in the mire than we are to­
day. That is a hard thing to say, and
a foolish one for one who is only
young in this Assembly, but it ap­
pears too obvious.

I will read some extracts from the
speech of the member for St. Barbe.
The first one I will refer to is that
relating to the Fish Regulations.
(Reads.l *

Now, Mr. Chairman, the hon. mem­
ber is correct and incorrect. He will
have in agreement with him some
thousands of fishermen from some
parts of the country but in disagree­
ment he will have thousands of oth­
ers in all parts, because to some is it
given and to some it is refused. Many
are called, according to the speech of
the hon. member for St Barbe, but
few are chosen. And it is unfortunate
for him that the few came all from
the same section, a section not two
thousand miles from the region con­
trolled, and in which the men are
moved like pawns upon a chess board, 

by the Hon. Minister of Marine. All
of these will be thankful for the Fish
Regulations, but they are all from the
one section. There are very few
around Fortune Bay that are thank­
ful; there is not one in St. George’s
and as to how many there are in
Burin, let the tale be told by the Har­
ris petition. In Conception Bay, Capt,
Gosse was thankful—so much so that
he kept it dark, he hid his light under
a bushel and would not let the world
know but went his way rejoicing. Oh,
yes, the fishermen of Newfoundland
are thankful alright. It is the same
story as told by Capt. Jones. If it be
taken for granted, then why were the
Regulations withdrawn by a unani­
mous vote. We all have to depend on
the fisheries and if the fishermen are
thankful, how dare we withdraw the
regulations We did it because those
responsible knew the temper of the
people and were forced to do it as
they saw the time was coming when
the people would not stand for it.
Now we come to the matter of finance
on which I am as ignorant as the Hon.
Minister of Finance himself. (Reads.)

Round the corner safely, eh? How?
By floating a loan on a statement 12
months old, furnished by one in such
a manner that he dare not face the
people. You simply fooled the finan­
ciers in the floating of this loan.
Then my friend the hon. member for
St. Barbe said, “We are going to round
the corner by the end of the fiscal year
1921.” (Reads.) He said we should
adjust our expenditure to our income;
$8,7000,000 is your estimated revenue
but only $5,000,000 at the most can
be collected. The member for St.
Barbe is anxious that we should ad­
just our expenditure to our income.
Yet he comes in here and takes on
$1,500,000 to our national debt. The
Prime Minister told us that the Bud­
get was all his own and he received
no suggestions at all. He simply told 
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us that he sought no suggestions from
his colleagues. Then the member for
St. Barbe is not blamable because ac­
cording to the Prime Minister he got
no chance to know that anxiety. I
wonder if he is anxious enough to
know that $2,000,000 will be short in
the estimated revenue? Does his
anxiety go that far or is he very short
sighted? I am not an economist or a
financier but I can clearly see we are
in a hopeless position, so hopeless
that you come in here day after day
and instead of having only twenty
pounds around our neck to-day we
have two hundred. Reference is made
in the speech from the Throne to the
German indemnity. (Reads.) There is
no such legislation here to-day and I
would suggest that we are better off
than the British legislature. The Ger­
man people were vanquished. They
can only pay when they regain their
former markets. Still the British
House of Commons passed a dumping
act against German goods. How in
the name of God can they pay? I at­
tribute the want of such legislation
here to the intelligence of the Prime
Minister who saw that this ridiculous
clause in the English legislation was
only putting away the day of settle­
ment.

It is just as well to look forward
to the day when someone will be born
who will make gold out of iron. The
ridiculous statement appeared in the
press the other day that the sum of
$300,000,000 was the Canadian share of
the German indemnity. I hope it will
be paid. I hope it will be paid when
your grandson will sit in that chair.
All this is due to the short sightedness
of the Imperial politicians. (Reads).
We are not overlooked by the Imperial
authorities. Although we are small
and insignificant, we should not be
overlooked at the conference. Yet al­
though we are not represented there
still it goes on. They did not forget

Newfoundland. Perhaps though they
did not care if such a thing as New­
foundland existed, and I think the
Prime Minister knew that and if he
thought we were of any consequence
he would have gone over. If he
thought he should have gone well this
country will know how to deal with a
man of this type. I believe he was
right in not going. In reference to
the Speech from the Throne and the
address in reply thereto I want to
point out that the Government was in­
accurate in not knowing what was
coming. (Reads). It can be easily
seen the hon. member was astray in
his reckoning. With regard to that
Bill dealing with delinquent children;
it went through the hands of a select
committee and it was chopped up,
sections were obliterated and ten of
them amended so that it was not the
same bill at all in the end. The bill
after which it was originally fash­
ioned, was an English one and one
which agitated the English people to
an extreme degree and the partial
politicians here when pressure was
brought to bear upon them by people
outside this House it was introduced
but thanks it was so amended. It
again shows the false prophecy of the
hon. member. (Reads.) The hon.
member for St. Bar.be did not believq
the conditions were as represented.
Well I hope he will move the adjourn­
ment of the debate to pass a vote of
censure upon the person who Wrote
this. He said then that the country
has reached rock bottom. But since
your Government gained power the
country has gone below rock bottom.
Now here is the gospel of one William,
W. Howard. I guess his principles
are well known to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—They are not.

MR. MACDONNELL.—(Reads.) I
do not believe this report. As one be­
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ing closely akin to this district, I
would suggest that we pass a vote
of censure on this article and author.
(Reads). All this distress here is due
to the fact that the fishermen cannot
sell their fish. The hon. member for
St. Barbe knows that there are thou­
sands not in favour of the regula­
tions.

MR. SCAMMELL.—I do not.
MR. MACDONNELL.—In all your

rambles you did not ramble into
Bonne Bay and when you go back to
that place you will not come back.
Then we come on to the most signi­
ficant sentence in the whole thing
when the author says that although
he does not know the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries he knows someone
who knows him. He says, “I will not
take any time explaining why the fish
cannot be sold.” It is not unlikely
that a man who goes to Washington
on his own authority would say why
the fish could not be sold. The auth­
or says, “I will not go into the dis­
cussion of the causes as that will not
feed the people.” Sometimes the peo­
ple may be prejudiced and sometimes
that prejudice may swing around one
hundred and eighty degrees at one
shot. Perhaps that prejudice may
guide the thought of the people and
in that event it may be wise that there
be a discussion of the causes as it may
guide those in the future. But here
is the thing I object to. (Reads.)
Why the Turks would not come un­
der the sectarian cry at all. They
merely bow down during the middle
part of the day. This author says,
“In Albania after the Great War and
in Cuba after the Spanish American
War I saw hunger in its worst type.”
(Reads.) There is the story. There
is the story of a man who puts in a
worse position than the Turks. There
is a story which paints a picture
worse than the inroads of the Rus­
sians into the Balkans. There is a 

story which reflects on us worse than
the conduct of the blood fiends in
Cuba after the Spanish American
War. He tells us the pitiful story that
we will have a tremendous trouble in
marketing our fish although when this
House opened we had reached rock
bottom conditions. This is the way
the country is going round the corner.
One would think after reading this
article that it is necessary for some­
one like the Syrian of the old to come
down and release us from the yoke
of tyranny. Here we are instead of
being the land of peace and plenty.
(Reads.)

It is the story of the West Coast—
a story which I hope will be contra­
dicted by the hon. member for Burgeo
and LaPoile and following that con­
tradiction I will move a vote of cen­
sure on the man who gave Newfound­
land that reputation abroad. But if
we are in that position, is that how
we have turned the corner safely; are
these the days of peace and plenty
for the land we live in. This article
goes on to tell how numbers of fam­
ilies are starving in Newfoundland.
(Reads article.)

Imagine that—you got a market for
the Newfoundland fish in this manner
because the regulations were so good,
because thousands believed they were
so good someone has to get out and
say I will market it at so much a
pound to keep you from starving—
and those who are saved are highly
pleased. I have heard of people dying
of extreme joy and I expect many -will
be striken with apoplexy when they
read this and compare it with the re­
gulations, when we are labelled be­
fore the United States as depending
on charity. Where can you find bet­
ter men than those of the South West
coast of Newfoundland, men who fish
all through the winter—and, if you
please, they got to live on the charity 
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of one who asks the world to buy the
fish to save them from starving.

MR. SAMSON.—Do you believe the
story?

MR. MACDONNELL.—Yes, until it
is denied by the hon. member for the
district which was particularly refer­
red to. If it is not true I will second
a vote of censure on the man who
wrote it. This writer goes on to sug­
gest the buying of 100 lb. boxes of
fish by social clubs, etc. (Reads ar-
itcle.)

That is the story, Mr. Chairman, and
Mr. Samson may now have it to read.
Now, Sir, tc my mind this is not away
from our subject and that is why I,
dealt with it For when we come to
consider this debt of 1% millions you
are going to saddle on Newfoundland
and look into the position of the peo­
ple and the share of the interest each
will have to pay, therefore this is not
irrelevant. As I understand it—what­
ever the cause—this country was nev­
er in a better standing financially
than when the present Government
took power. Someone said here yes­
terday that the money ran in like
water into a boat. You have all
heard the story of the man bailing
out the boat by taking the plug out,
of the bottom. That is the case with
you. The country was never in such
a miserable state as it is to-day—in 2
short years you have swung it from
one extreme to the other. There must
be a reason. It seems to me that you
are in the posit.’on of those whose last'
days are extremely worse than the
first, and still in your dying moments,
In your moments of agony when the

most hardened sinner is said to repent,
you come in here with the most crim­
inal act of all, and ask for 1 1-2 mil­
lions for Reids to spend as they damn
well please That is what you are do­
ing. . Take it from me the expenditure
will not be over 1 1-2 millions—the
Reids will see to that. To think of a
measure like that being put to the

House, and we to be told it is not a
party measure, it is only a matter of
1 1-2 millions. I wonder which of the
honourable members on the Govern­
ment side will go to his constituents
and tell that story. I wonder? As far
as I am personally concerned I think
you are in a hopeless muddle and the
reason. Should it be suggested that I
1 1-2 millions is to come from is be­
cause you do not know—that is the
reason you are not telling where the
side with anyone who wants to close
down the railroad, I will tell you what
would happen in St. George’s. If they
figured there on the road closing they
would take the trains and keep them
—they would never cross the Topsails
again—and they would take the fancy
coal that you dug up at South Branch
loo. Is that all you have to offer to
give Reids 1 1-2 millions or to close
up the road. You are the same Gov­
ernment whoso Prime Minister was to
tackle the Reids, and who came here
with promises to take over the railroad
and operate it. You came in this year
with the same idea and but for Sir M.
P. Cashin. Sir John Crosbie, Mr. Hig­
gins, Mr. Bennett and the older politi­
cians on this side you would pass a
vote perhaps for 2 1-2 millions. That
is what you did last year after the
House had closed. There was never
anything like if in the history of the
country. Against the Reids personal­
ly I have nothing to say, they are
friends of mine, and I hope will con­
tinue to be. But because a man comes
here—and he is not like a bird of pas­
sage, because that alights some time,
but like lightning for he was here on­
ly 3 days—and says give Reids 1 1-2
millions, you are going to do it. What
about the report of the man who was
brought here by the Reids themselves,
an engineer who spent weeks going
over the road? It's not here on the
Table, because it tells a true story.
That’s why we have not got it. And I
will tell you more; that while the
Reids themselves had that man down 
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here, they also pulled the wires to get
Bury from the O..P.R. who would be a
scapegoat against the people and a cam
ouflage for the transaction. It was the
same people brought both men, and I
challenge denial by any man In the
House Do you mean to tell me the
Government would bank their salva­
tion on bringing a man here for 3 days
to look at a bridge or two. Mr. Rod-
ree was here, and gave a special re­
port. Why is it not here.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—The Reidi; were opposed to Bury.

MR. MacDONNELL—Yes, and they
put Mr. Thomson or the Commission
for the C. P. R. I am certain Reids
would give the report of this capable
man, but when Bury comes he gets Mr.
Hall’s report, and then looks at the
other and says what it is in the inter­
est of himself to say, give the Reids
1 1-2 millions. And he gets $7,500 for
it. I am sorry to hear of anyone vot­
ing the money on this flimsy excuse.
How much will there be in salaries for
the Reids? There is not a word. What
about the discrepancy in the estimated
and the actual cost of the coal—$4 dif­
ference. Not a word. Where did it go
—into a sinking fund to bring down
Bury to mesmerize the' Government.
Oilce again, why was not Mr. Rodree’s
report given here.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—It was confidential.

MR: MacDONNELL.-—Have the rail­
road employees been given notice of a
cut in pay with your cognizance.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—I believe the Reids have notified
them of it since they took charge. The
Commission has not been operating
the road since July 1st.

MR. MacDONNELL—And so the
Reid’s have been running it for
days. I thought they were not able to
run it at all. Have they power to re­
duce the men’s wages when we are
putting up the money?

HON. MIN. GF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—Yes.

MR. MacDONNELL—I want to say
Mr. Chairman, I believe this problem
should have been tackled when you
first took office—you know the rail­
way had to be run and why all this
dickering in the dark. Why was the
Companies’ Act amended in this House
allowing the Reids to put their other
industries into subsidiary companies?
Was there a reason? Are we to think
that this came to pass without a reas­
on? There was a reason—and as soon
as the session closed you took over
the railroad, and list 2% millions on
it, although you have stated the Reids
did not lose, but faked their reports.
And the same Government comes in
again this year and says, give them
11-2 millions. I will not talk much
’onger, Mr. Chairman, it is useless. i
will vote against these resolutions,but
to my ho'norable friends I say, do not
come into this House enthusiastic. I
refer them before the vote is taken at
S o’clock, to read a text from the Scrip
tore which is applicable to the Govern
ment; they will find it in St. Luke,
Chap. 19, 41 to 47th verses. Read this
and as it was prophetic for the city of
Jerusalem, so it will be for the Gov­
ernment. (Reads quotation).

MR. SMALL—I would like to say
Mr. Chairman, to the honorable mem­
ber for St. George's that in a day or
two I hope to have more information
as to this article and will go into it
myself.

MR. SAMSON-—Before the vote is
taken, Mr. Chairman, I would like to
say a few words on the subject I have
been watching the debate all through
and while the speakers have been in­
teresting, we ore Newfoundlanders the
same as themselves, and intend to do
the best for the country. People some­
times allow politics to lead them too
far. I am one of the members on this
side and when we held a party meet­
ing on these resolutions, I stated I
could not see through the deal before
us, but would vote for it if it was the 
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best thing for the country, and noth­
ing better came in sight. I had every
?aith in the Executive, but said that
if the Opposition amended and im­
proved the proposition I would support
it. The Hon. Prime Minister in the ear­
ly stages of the discussion, offered
them a chance of a committee to deal
with the problem of running the rail­
way, but they turned it down. That
showed we did not want to take the
whole responsibility, but to do the
best for the country. The Executive
brought in the resolutions which have
been criticized fully by the Opposition,
but only Mr. Sullivan suggested any
amendment that was worth while. Now
then, as I am one of those connected
with this party, and as much a New­
foundlander as even Mr. Archibald
himself, where am I to stand. If the
Government Fas done this with the
best intentions and honestly, and the
Opposition has brought in no amend­
ments of any value, what am I to do
but support it.

MR, BENNETT—V>ro complained of
lack of information; we could not
make suggestions when the Govern­
ment would not tell us what we want­
ed to know.

MR. SAMSON—The Hon. Prime Min­
ister said that anything available you
could have—there is no excuse on that
score Therefore I will vote for the
resolutions because I want to do the
Fest for the country.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I would like
a word or two Mr. Chairman, before
the matter is put to the vote. I agree
with Mr. Samson that he is sincere in
regard to the interests of the country
and is no doubt voting according to
ills lights. But there is one thing that
is not clear to me. I have asked re­
peatedly for information, but did not
get it. I am still asking, and it is of
the utmost importance—-where we are
going to get the money to- pay the bill.
The Hon. Prime Minister says $1,500,-
000 of the loans we borrowed. Would
it not be better for us as men lo face 

the situation squarely now. The finan­
cial condition of the country is a mat­
ter that will have to be faced, and we
cannot afford to vote a million and a
half unless the tangle is straightened
out. I have not heard from the Prime
Minister where the money is to come
from, and we are only shirking a seri­
ous position for a few days. We may
have said hard things to each other
in the heat of debate, but when we
come down to facts we all know that
we are merely shirking the evil day.
It is not up to the Opposition to find
a policy for you, but this thing has
now come to an issue and you are go­
ing to vote for these Resolutions. That
is what you are here for, of course;
that is your Job but we are not doing
our duty, by shirking a position that
must be faced sooner or later. The
first issue to be considered is our fi­
nancial position, and in this I know
the Prime Minister will agree with me.
He knows that this thing cannot go on
for long. We are now going to vote a
million and a half dollars and in a
few months time the House will be
meeting to deal with the disaster that
is inevitable. That is the stone wall
we are up against and most of us are
wondering how soon we will have to
face Confederation.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Mr.
Chairman, with regard to the million
gnd a half dollars for which we are
now asking a vote, I have already
stated that the money is to be provid­
ed out of the loan of six millions that
was recently raised. I may say also
that when the accounts were closed
on the 30th June we found that we
were $50,000 better off than was esti­
mated in the Budget. I do not take
any credit for that; I merely took the
figures from the Finance Department
and the estimate made happened to
be that much under what it really
turned out to be. The Budget is a
straight business proposition and
when we go into Committee on Ways 
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and Means we will have an oppor­
tunity of going into that matter more
fully. All the accounts are not yet
closed.

With respect to the general condi­
tion of the Colony, Newfoundland has
been passing through an unusual
period of trade depression. She has
been engulfed in the ways that is
sweeping over the whole world and
no one knows better than the gentle­
men opposite what the seriousness of
these war conditions have been. Dur­
ing the war we were called upon to
pay the price in blood; now we have
to pay in treasure and all countries
alike are helping to pay for the mil­
lions and billions of dollars that dur­
ing those years of war went off in
smoke, and Newfoundland has to pay
her part. The total Revenue for the
first 15 or 16 flays of July has been
better than I expected and there is no
reason to believe that this condition
of things will not continue. I agree
that the Committee arise now and re­
port progress.

SIR JOHN C. CROSBIE.—The whole
position is that we are not as well off
as other countries. We have not the
natural wealth nor the power of tax­
ation, nor have we any internal in­
dustries. We are depending on one
thing alone and that is the fishery.-
This country cannot produce six mil­
lions of Revenue this year and in this
statement I am borne out by the fact
that the Revenue up to July showed a
deficit of $180,000 as against the same
period last year. Now, we have to
find $3,000,000 for interest, $1,500,000
for civil service and $1,000,000 for
Education, amounting in all to $5,-
50,000, of your Revenue and these are
only some of the amounts we have to
find, so I ask where are we going to
get off? I do not know. I do not wish
to embarass the Government and I
have merely done my duty by point­
ing out the true position as I see it.

The Prime Minister said we were fif­
ty thousand dollars bettex- off than
last yeax- —

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The hon. gentleman misunderstood
me. I said that I had found we
would be fifty thousand dollars better
off than I had calculated we would be.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—There are
amounts outstanding that if they
were paid, would leave us $200,000
less than W£u> stated. I have asked
for information with regard to the po­
sition of the Dept, of Militia, but that
information has nevei- been laid on the
table of this House. Party politics are
all right in their place, but we have
reached the point now where par­
ty politics must cease. We must all
act as men. It is not my duty to go
over and tell you what to do. The
Prime Minister and the Attorney Gen­

eral know as much about the contracts
of ’98 and ’01 as I do, but I want to go
on record as affirming that Newfound­
land cannot beax- the burden you are
placing upon her, and you will come in
here in a few months after having met
disaster.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Chairman,
it is a very unusual position we find
ourselves in to-night. A great many
of su are very forgetful, but only two
short years ago these men appealed to
the electors of this country and told
them that the gentlemen then in pow­
er were dishonest and that they were
not looking after the people’s interests
They made a strong appeal to the pas­
sions of the people and were elected,
not as a party but as two sections, and
they were handed over control of a
government or a corporation if you
like with a great big bank account.
They told the people of Newfoundland
we were robbing the country and al­
lowing it to go to the dogs.

MR. SAMSON—I did not have to
say that

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Here is the
story in this Manifesto of your leader.
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MR. SAMSON—Wo did not have
that Manifesto.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Now, listen to
this. We handed over to these people
the Government and a purse of four
millions of dollars and here is the
promise which the Prime Minister
handed out with regard to taxation.

(Reads manifesto.)
That fell from the lips of the Prime
Minister and you are here to-night
whining for us to save you from sui­
cide. Now, what have you done to car
ry out that policy? Take it home with
you to-night and think it out for your­
selves. Here you are to-night, sitting
on the other side and not one of you
has pluck or intelligence enough to
lift a hand to prevent the ruin that
you must know is being brought upon
this country. You made an attempt to
carry out your manifesto, and if it has
been carried out there would be a dif­
ferent tale for Newfoundland to-day.
The best proof of your failure is your
own action. You said nine millions
was too great a taxation and in you
came to the same House of Assembly
and in your Budget you increase it
two millions more instead of your
trying to remedy it. That will make
the tax per capita forty-six instead of
tbirty-six dollars. Then you talk about
railway matters. What did you prom­
ise? The trouble with the whole lot
of the Government is that you are too
forgetful. Some months ago you de­
nounced every man on this side of the
House in all moods and tenses and you
chased us with auditors you got down
here whom you are ashamed to defend
Then to think of the impudence of
those on the other side asking us to
help them being treated by them so
dastardly. Think of it, Mr. Samson
asks for a suggestion from this side of
the House. He promised to do every­
thing good for the people and instead
he and his Government have done ev­
erything that was had. Now the Prime
Minister said this about the Reid sys­
tem. (reads). I have heard this time 

and again in this House uttered by un­
scrupulous politicians. He handed
this out to the electors in 1919, and
he promised to cure all this. He has
well vilified Cashin, Morine and oth­
ers. (reads). He did all this contemp­
tible work to get the people’s votes.
Having got them he increased taxation
instead. He spent the four millions of
dollars which we left for the rainy day
He took without authority last year to
spend $1,500,000 on the Reids system.
He did not appoint a commission
while this House was in session to
look after the expenditure of this mo­
ney. The man who keeps you in ymu
position took it upon himself to look
after this money and he said he would
look after the management of the rail
way and make it pay. What has hap­
pened is what we have before us here
to-night. He took the money and ap­
pointed the commission and the story
is threadbare now. We received no in­
formation of how that money was
spent.

STR MICHAEL CASHTN.—He ap­
pointed himself chairman and ran the
road. That money was voted to be
loaned to the company but that was
not done. When the House opened
we find that instead of one million,
three million were spent and then we
find you on the revenue tack which
you promised to reduce. After one
year in harness the surplus is gone
and on railway account three million
more. You come back here then and
asked for a loan of six millions and
when you found you were on the
wrong side of the books you concoct­
ed a statement to place before the
New York financiers. It was the
statement we handed you in 1920. The
statement belonged to the Govern­
ment preceding you. When you were
asked you said you furnished no state­
ment. I ridiculed you because I knew
you were playing false. Your surplus
was gone and to square your deficit
then you borrowed six million upon a 
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false statement. You knew if you
furnished the proper statement you
would be turned down. You betrayed
those who placed their trust in you.
On the back of that you get into
trouble with the Royal Bank of Can­
ada and you had to borrow to straight­
en that out. Then this innocent poli­
tician says why do you not give us
some suggestions. When this surplus
was there we were barred out. Then
your great commercial man took five
hundred thousand dollars and placed
it to his credit in the Bank of Nova
Scotia. I am making it so hot for
some of you that you have to go out
to cool off but you will have to come
in again and listen and take your
medicine. Now Sir, here is the posi­
tion. This man says tells us some­
thing to do. Why not tell the people
that you have betrayed them. That is
my answer to Mr. 'Samson and the
Prime Minister. You are crying to­
day for help. Where are you going to
end up in six months time? Where are
you going to get the money to pay
your interest? Your Budget is so long
in that we will want another Budget.
The people of this country do not
know what you are doing because you
have adopted your usual policy of de­
ception. The Ways and Means is an­
other lie. You are going to find your­
self in such a position next year that
you will require another loan. With
your twenty-five per cent, sales tax
and all the other taxes it is now up
to seventy-five per cent, and even
with all that for the two weeks end­
ing last Saturday you lost $1000,000.
You then politely tell Sir John Cros-
bie that you have found another $50,-
000 but you did not tell us you forgot
to find the $300,000 in the Customs
which you will never find and then
one of your innocent members asks
me to tell him something better. It
is a pity to see a young man like
you become nothing but an un­

scrupulous lawyer as you have.
You are unscrupulous because of your
statements and actions. When you
got in you increased all taxes. The
sky was the limit. When we got the
large revenue in 1919-1920 the pur­
chasing power of the Colony was very
high as fish was selling at $17.00 per
quintal and total exports of fish am­
ounted to $25,000,000. Where are you
going to get your revenue from? Put
down $1,500,000 quintals at $6.00 per
quintal and that will be $9,000,000 and
take fifty per cent, from that for tax­
ation, then how can you take the
statement of the Prime Minister that
be is going to collect $9,000,000? He
has omitted provision for expenditure
which will surely materialize and he
has made no provision for supplement­
al supply. He asks us to swallow
that and the members on the other
side say that is the best he can do.
The Prime Minister said two years
ago that the then Government was
destroying Newfoundland. He said
he would cut taxation down. As soon
as he got in the saddle he spent money
right and left like a drunken sailor.
He has been afraid to put all the items
in the budget hoping something will
turn up. When we handed over the
Government we had no railway lia­
bility and every bill was paid. No one
on the other side has got up to justi­
fy this vote of $1,50,000. The Prime
Minister read a lot of statistics and
that was all. When the people are
finished digesting the manifesto of the
Prime Minister you are gone. There
is no one on the other side able to
get up and deny one statement I made.
Talking about Revenue, you are go­
ing to be two or three millions short.
Three millions for the coming year.
You are going to spend one million
on roads that will make four.

Where will you be on the relief
throughout the country? You will be 5
or 6 millions on the wrong side of the
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books by the 30th of June—you don't
even know where you will get the in­
terest for the end of December. All
this has to stop some day. You are
like men giving credit—you go on, go
on,' but the reckoning will come some
day. That is your position to-day. I
know it as I was Minister of Finance
for 12 years. This afternoon you
found a mistake of 950,000 on my part
and you would think it was a great
thing. But take the different depart­
ments where the money is going to
waste. Take the Customs House—it is
deserted, but half a dozen motor cars
were brought in last year by one man
and the duty is not paid on them yet.
Some 9200,000 in bonds have not been
paid up yet and still we are told that
we should not ask the names of those

| who owe it. They were supporters of
! you people but they were cute and
j took it up in the Customs House. Take

the Post Office where the money is
■ being dropped every day. Tell us
' about the Telegraph deal. The lion.

Minister goes out of the House now
because he knows I might come back
to the subject which a few weeks af­
ter opening I drew attention to, but
we have heard nothing further of it
yet. It is the same with regard to the
Bell Island matters. Now I wlil get
back to the point—last year you spent
2% millions and now you come in
here and ask to spend 1% millions
again. Now we are here and if the
Reids will not run the railway is it
not your duty to formulate a policy
and bring it to us. But you only say
you must have 1% millions and are
going to give it to the Reids. You are
not able to tell us how you are going
to get the interest. You are only hop­
ing for something to turn up but you
can’t hope for the big revenues again
and where will you get the money to
finance the road. You styled us black­
legs and spent 910,000 in trying to
prove it, but you will not get up and 

fight this question—you are not even >'
sporty. There is nothing to justify
this thing but the brute force of those
who are going to put if through for
a certain sum. It is time to take
away the government from Newfound­
land altogether—one-third of you are
not fit to vote, let alone sit on that
hall. A man who is sworn to a cor­
poration comes in here and takes an
oath to his King and Country but
jumps when the-individual in charge
jerks his thumb. That’s the position.
Will you ask yourselves if my story
is correct. You, Minister of Public
Works; Minister of Shipping and you,
Capt. Jones, go and analyze it and take
evidence if you like. Surely you will
not vote this 1% millions blindly and
without some explanation. Did not
the Minister of Railways in his re­
port say the revenue of the railroad
next year would not be 50% of last.
Last year you lost 2’4 millions and
now he says in the report signed by
his Secretary, Mr. Hall, that you will
not get half the revenue. How much
then will you lose next year? We can­
not get him up on his feet to explain,
even with dynamite. The time was
when he threatened to throw around
the ink bottles and raised a terrible
uproar in this House. It is indeed a
lovely position when a junior member
has to get up and ask someone to ad­
vise him. Not one of you can justify
your proposition. I believe it is cor­
rect that the revenue from the rail­
road will not be half of last year’s—
and what are you going to do? Will
you formulate some policy for next
year? These are all questions, fair and
above board, but there is no answer
and now you want advise from us.
You couldn’t hear your ears last year
with the tirade about the fishery pol­
icy by the same man who has wrecked
the railroad but you hear nothing of
it now. We got to get back to the law
of supply and demand, and that is the 
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right place to be in my opinion. I
would now like to ask about these
1500 men who are working on a road
in a certain part of the country at
$2.50 or $3 a day. Have you the money
to pay them? The same thing is hap­
pening with this road money as with
the fish money—the needy men of the
north are being bundled to work on a
road running from nowhere to no­
where. You must be getting the
money from this loan. And what
will the road accomplish after it is
finished. It is no good to the country
—why not spend the money on the
railway. You have 1500 men work­
ing in the wilderness and you will
soon have 2,000 and you are paying
them from $4,000 to $5,000 a day. The
expenses will increase as the men go
on but there is not a word of explan­
ation: The gentlemen on the other
side will send their friends to work
there but those from the other parts
of the Island know nothing about it.
I would like the Hon. Prime Minister
to tell us about this road, how loug it
is to go on and where he is going to
get the money. I know the men are
back from Bell Island, Grand Falls,
etc., but still there is no word of ex­
planation. Take the question of Bell
Island tax; it is on the Order Paper
for weeks past but yet there is no an­
swer. The Hon. Minister of Marine
said at the northward that he was go­
ing to put $1 a ton tax on the ore, and
he denounced Sir E. P. Morris about it
but to-day there is nothing on it. To­
day the owners of Bell Island are tied
up and I prophesy there will not be
400 men there shortly, because what
we are holding back is keeping the
companies from making contracts.
They do not know but they will be
taxed out of existence. They only got
the word of the Hon. Minister of Mar­
ine that he will put a tax of $1 a ton.
They have over a million tons in the
bins there now and the men are laid 

off. Mr. Archibald referred to this a
few days ago but nothing has been
done and yet you want the House
closed. What is the House for if not
to attend to business like that. The
companies have amalgamated and I
understand are going to send an en-

’ormous lot of ore to Europe. The
President and other officials were here
last year and interviweed the Hon.
Prime Minister, and the matter has
been on the Order Paper since we first
opened but so far it has not been con­
sidered. How long is this to go on?
You cannot fool a corporation and
the people like this without their re­
senting it. You don’t care so long as
you live in luxury; but there will be
a rude awakening for you and your
government. Some of you recognise
it all right but you have not strength
enough to act. Then there is the pit
prop scandal: The ice will soon be
in at the northward in some of the
bays, preventing the handling of the
cut and you will have to pay the loss.
But what does the Hon. Dr. Campbell
care—the only answer we can get
from him is that there has been noth­
ing done. In the Postal Telegraphs
there is $100,000 or $200,000 going
astray. I drew attention to this the
first week in April but nothing has
been done, still the Hon. Miusteir told
me of his finding a $50,000 mistake.
You would think that was a gold mine
but it will only pay Bury and the de­
tectives whom you brought down to
put Cashin and Crosbie and the rest
of us in jail. Aren't you in a lovely
mess to be appealing to the men you
denounced to assist you. This is tho
best you can do after 2 years and af­
ter calling the Reids everything vile;
here you are and you don’t know
where you are going to get off. You
can only hand out the Reids the iy2
millions and let them spend the last
dollar. What are you playing for
anyway—you are a young lawyer—is 
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it for a high fee or for Confederation.
If you would betray us in one direc­
tion you would do so in another, and
the hard part of it is, neither you nor
the Hon. Minister of Justice will get
up and defend your action. You are
mesmerised and you will soon be
pauperized. Now to get back to this
road money-—are eth other gentle­
men of the opposite side content be­
cause their people are getting it? It
should be given out on a per capita
basis. In my section there are men
idle and they should get their share.
No financial bill will go through this
House till we get satisfaction and are
told where you are to get the money
and what will be the benefit of it
when it is spent. The quicker that is
done the quicker you will be out of
the House. In the day of Whiteway
and Bond the Government would dare
spend even S50.000 or $60,000 without
laying the whole proposition for do­
ing so on the Table of the House. I
challenge you to look up the records
and you will see there are no expendi­
tures without the sanction of the re­
presentatives of the people. But here
you are, spending money right and
left on the railway, fish, coal, etc.,
without the least authority, and we
are asked now to give the Reids the
other 1% millions and let them loose.
You were going to reform everything
and turn the grafters out. Still you
sit down contented and look wise—I
would look longer at the figures in the
wax works. Now before the Commit­
tee rises, I would ask you again about
this work, where you are getting the
money, what is the road for and if it
is 40 or 50 miles long. If it is a waste
of money, why not stop it and use it
to take the kinks out of the railroad.
Surely you are not building this road
to have the grass grow over it again
in a few years. In the olden days
there was a proposition up for such a
road as it would serve the herring 

fisheries, but that industry too is gone.
To-day you have to pay $5 duty on the
herring going into the States. The
fish business to the States is over. The
whole thing is a disgrace. There was
nothing done by the Government till
it was prompted by this side to make
representation to Washington. The
Hon. Minister of Marine was in New
York, next door to it, and did not
know enough to go there himself. He
sent Mr. Devine who talked of our in­
dustries as berries and fish, but he
forgot the mines, pulp wood, etc., and
you also sent a tender because he was
a pal and wanted to get his expenses
cut of the Government, but we made
it so hot for him here that he has
sent in no bill yet. When we pushed
you up against the ropes you got in
touch with Sir Edgar Bowring and
asked him to go, after the harm was
done. And now this young man Sam­
son asks me to help you—to help you

•—to Hell with you.
Mr. Chairman, surely this demo-

eratic House of Assembly is not going
to take seriously the actions of the
present administration and vote away
1 % million dollars without a single
member of the Executive Government
having a word to say in justification
of such a huge expenditure, and here
I want to compliment Mr. Samson for
at least having sufficient courage and
sufficient interest in this country to
get up in his place here this evening
and justify the action that he is going
to take when the time comes to vote.
Mr. Samson said in his opening re­
marks that he came into this House
with an open mind on this subject.
Well I am not going to take issue'w’ith
him with regard to that statement, but
if he came here with an open mind
and after hearing the able and magni­
ficent addresses and the sound, force­
ful and logical arguments of the men
who spoke on this side of the House I
fail to see how Mr. Samson could 
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take the position of voting for these
Resolutions. Mr. Samson also inti­
mated in his speech that he under­
stood that the Government did not
want to take the whole responsibility
for this important measure and that
they were depending upon the co-op­
eration of the Opposition. Well, sure­
ly, Mr. Chairman, you would not ex­
pect that any sane man on. this side of
the House would be prepared to take
the responsibilities of conditions that
are confronting the country to-day
and conditions that were brou^it
about by the actions of the present
administration. When the Cashin
Government were in office two years
ago the affairs of this country were in
a flourishing condition. Nobody can
deny that fact. We learn from the ex­
Minister of Railroads here this even­
ing that the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany were now assuming full respon­
sibility for the operations of the road
since July 1st. Well if that story is
correct I fail to see how the Reid
Company could be bankrupted in June,
as told by the Prime Minister. Hows
did they operate for a month without
any financial assistance from the Gov­
ernment? Surely you have not, in an­
ticipation of being able tp pass this
measure in the House, handed over
any financial assistance to the Reid
Newfoundland Company, without the
consent of this House. Another in­
stance why the Company were finan­
cially sound is the fact that they were
in a position to purchase a coal mine
a few days ago in Nova Scotia and pay
a quarter of a million dollars for it.
And it is expected, according to an ar­
ticle in a Nova Scotian paper, that the
mine will yield sufficient coal for the
operation of the railroad. Still the,
people’s money is being thrown away
for the purpose of digging up dirt at
South Branch. The Government of
Sir Michael Cashin undertook to find
out if coal was at South Branch in 

paying quantities and the services of
Mr. Scott, the Manager at Grand
Falls, were availed of. Mr. Scott had
a treble interest in the proposition,
first because of his desire to be able
to do something for Newfoundland;
secondly because he was Managing
Director of that important Company
at Grand Falls and thirdly he himself
is a native of the country and that
gentleman made a thorough investi­
gation and reported back to the Gov­
ernment that in his opinion and in
the opinion of qualified men whose
services he availed of that coal was
not at South Branch in paying quan­
tities. Still this Government that are
now holding office and the railway
commission went blindly into the ex­
travagant expenditure of hundreds of
thousands of dollars, and they even
went to the extent of sending out mot­
or trucks to truck coal that was not
there; and in the dead of winter or­
dered that a hundred pairs of snow
rackets be sent there. It has been
demonstrated beyond question that
the St. George's Coal Fields have coal
in paying quantities and I understand
that the Company were made an offer
by outside capitalists who were pre­
pared to buy out the mine so as to be
able to develop the coal. What hap­
pened? Mr. Coaker had not been in
office any longer than a month when
his official organ the “Advocate” made
a public statement that part of the
coal areas of the St. George’s Coal
Fields Syndicate was on the property
owned by the Reid Newfoundland
Company. Conditions since have be­
come such that it is questionable that
that property of the St. George’s Coal
Fields Company will be disposed of
for some time to come.

Now, Mr. Chairman, with regard to
these Resolutions, I do not intend to
offer any amendment but I notice in
the schedule that the Placentia and
Argentia branches, two of the most 
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important shipping points of the whole
island are left out altogether. I dare
say it is by error, but 1 want to be
sure before the Resolutions pass the
House that provision will be made
for these two mentioned places. It
not, I shall have to offer a suggestion
as follows: (Reads). I hope that the
Prime Minister will see fit to have that
suggestion embodied in the Bill.

Now I would also like to have a
word or two to say in relation to the
road building that is being carried on
North. I want to remind the House
that in the early days of this present
session a largely signed petition was
presented by Mr. Sinnott, one of my
colleagues, and was supported by Mr.
Sullivan, another of my colleagues.
and by myself, asking that the oid
road leading from Colinet to Pla­
centia be re-opened. I might say that
that road was the only means of
transportation in the olden days be­
fore the line was cleared down to Pla­
centia, and now that the terminal has
been removed from Placentia to Ar-
gentia it is most important that that
road be again opened up. If this is
done, not alone will it be a great bene­
fit to the people in that immediate
vicinity, but it will be a great benefit
to the people of the entire country as
well as being a source of additional
revenue to the Colony. Even the man
down in White Bay will derive bene­
fit from it. Only a few days ago a
number of gentlemen came here from
the United States on the S.S. Rosa­
lind, on a vacation. I happened to
know three or four of them and in
the course of the conversation we had
I interested them in taking a trip as
far as Placentia line. They hired a
motor car in St. John’s, but before
reaching their destination had to en­
gage dilapidated traps.- Despite that,
however, and although the trip cost
them $400, when they returned they
said that they would not miss it for

$5,000. There are large numbers of
people coming here on round trips
who would gladly avail of the oppor­
tunity to drive over that road for the
purpose of engaging in salmon and
trout fishing in that neighborhood. I
take it then that immediate attention
should be paid to that road, because I
think the amount of money spent to
open it will be paid back a thousand
fold. Apart from the tourist aspect
of the situation, there are at least be­
tween four and five hundred men of
St. Mary’s and Placentia Bays who
have made a failure at the fishery and
who badly need work on the roads to
provide for their families for the com­
ing winter. Now it behoves this
House to see, if they can give I’-i mil­
lion dollars to the greatest corpora­
tion we ever had in this country, that
a suggestion to provide work for these
unfortunate people will not be oppos­
ed. As I have said before, my col­
leagues and myself have offered our
co-operation and assistance to any
man, representing any part of the is­
land in this House, who at anj' time
have to get up and make a similar ap­
peal and we are prepared now to of­
fer that same assistance and support.
I spoke some few nights ago about
what I consider to be an unnecessary
expenditure, namely, the transporta­
tion of a lot of men from Conception
Bay or any of the Southern Bays to
the northward to engage at road build­
ing at Badger Brook and Hall’s Bay.
I pointed out that the efficient trans­
portation of 1,000 men would cost in
the vicinity of thirty or forty thou­
sand dollars. I say that that money
could be saved instead of giving it to
Reids. I understand that the men
have to pay their own passages, well
I do not see any reason why the Gov­
ernment should not provide it. The
people in Conception Bay, many of
whom are badly off, have not been
looked after as they should have been, 
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because it they were their transport­
ation expenses would be saved by em­
ploying them on the Colinet Rd. and
by which arrangement they could leave
their homes in the morning and in
the course of a couple of hours reach
the scene of their labour, returning
home every night, thus saving any
transportation expenses. I think it is
very essential that the road from Deer
Lake to Bonne Bay should be attend­
ed to promptly also. I have gone over
that section of the country and know
the great necessity of this important
road and I hope that the Minister of
Public Works will give this matter his
most earnest consideration. If con­
ditions were normal and there were
other avenues of employment avail­
able I would not be as anxious to
press the point. Now if this House
can seriously consider the voting away
of 1% million dollars to the Reid
Newfoundland Company, surely we
should have no hesitation in acceding
to the request that I am making on
behalf of the working classes of the
country. With regard to the building
of this Colinet road, I may say that
this is not going to be a dead loss to
the Government later on. If I were a
wealthy man, I would have no hesi­
tation in putting up $150,000 to build
that road and build tourist hotels
along that road and I believe that I
would be making a good investment.
I take this opportunity while speaking
on this tourist traffic business to point
out to this Committee that the time
has come in Newfoundland when we
must look facts square in the face;
and if you as a Government are pre­
pared to depend on the Controller’s
Department for a large amount of the
current revenue to pay civil servants
their salaries, then, in my opinion, the
proper course for you to take is to
grant a plebiscite along the lines ask­
ed for by the moderate gentlemen in
this town, who are not temperance 

fanatics and not hypocrites. The re­
sult I know would be an overwhelm­
ing majority for the non-hypocrites and
then if hotels were given a license all
over the country millions of people
would come here from the United
States and Canada every year and
people who, no doubt, would not mind
spending their millions.

That is the suggestion I offer. That
is how I feel about the matter, and I
am prepared to back up what I say.
Never mind dickering with the various
prohibition committees because that
will get you nowhere. From the bone-
d>-ys to the wets and the advocates
of the open saloon, all will get the
support of some members of the gov­
ernment. Throw all that aside if you
are asking for revenue from booze,
because that is what you are doing
and as Mr. Vinnicombe has pointed
out, the estimated revenue from this
source for the coming year is great­
er than it was in the days of the sa­
loon. It is a well-known fact that
liquor is flowing like water and that
5 ou can get all and every kind you
want if you have the money. Now,
that is the act of hypocrites. For the
consistent man, be he prohibitionist
or anti-prohibitionist, I have the
greatest respect, but there is no con­
sistency in this. I do not suggest gv
Ing back to the days of the saloon,
but get some system that will do
away with all the hypocrisy and dis­
crimination. My leader is not affect
ed one way or the other because he
dees not drink and as for myself, I
can take a glass of liquor or two If
I think I need them, and I do not go
behind the door to do it. Now, I say
again that in consideration of the
circumstances as painted by men who
are good artists where the drawing
of such pictures is concerned, there
is no hope for this country except in
confederation, and as I have said be­
fore, confederation will never be got
except by the vote of the people. It 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 1021

will never be brought about by In­
trigue as long as I occupy a seat in
this House, and the men who attempt
anything o£ the kind will not die on
feather beds if I can do it. So help
mo God, I mean it. If you cannot
see any other reasonable way out of
this predicament, do as I have sug­
gested. You may say that I- have
drifted away from the subject, but I
have not. The question under discus­
sion is the expenditure of a million
and a half dollars of somebody’s mo­
ney and therefore any suggestion of
ways and means is one that should
be considered. In conclusion I would
say that I trust the Hon. Prime Min­
ister will have inserted in the Sched­
ule a daily service for Placentia and-
Argentia.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Chairman, it
is regrettable and I think most dis­
courteous that we have been on this
debate since Thursday last, and not
one member of the Executive has got
up to accede to the requests from this
side of the House for information. In
my speech on these Resolutions I
stated that the House was entitled to 
certain information if the matter was
to be given intelligent consideration
but the request fell on deaf ears be­
cause up to the present no,action has
been taken to comply with that re­
quest and no explanation has been at
tempted. I said that as the House
was asked to vote- a million and a
half dollars, surely it was entitled to
know how the money was going to
be spent, but this we have not been
told. We are entitled to know
what salaries are to be paid
out of the amount in question,
but we can get no answer to that
either. I asked what share of the
directors fees were to be paid out of
it. and that is information we as re­
presentatives of the people should
have because why should we pay fat
salaries to these people out of the
funds of the Colony. If you pass these
Resolutions the responsibility is 

yours. We have done our best to
awaken you to a sense of your duty
and yet. you are going into this thing
with your eyes closed. Do you think
you are the honest stewards the peo­
ple thought you were when they sent
you here? That money should be
especially ear-marked for operating
.only, and if you are not going to pay
salaries out of it, have it fixed in the
Resolutions or in the Bill. We asked
how the money was spent last year,
and we were handed in here a state
ment under general expenses. I did
not want to keep on putting questions
on the Order Paper and, moreover,
I thought it would be in the best in­
terests of the Government' for them
to give us the desired information.

Now, Mr. Chairman, with reference
to the causes that led up to the ex­
pense of operating the system last
year, I might point out that the one
great cause was the machine shops.
The superintendence of motive power
and repairs was the weak spot in tht
R. N. Co. system for, to judge by the,
equipment they have in their ma­
chine shops, they think they are still
back in the days of construction. The
shops at Whitbourne were more up
♦ o date than those here now and
those were only put there to look af­
ter construction. That machinery
was put there thirty years ago, and
is the same that we now have here
while the machinery purchased in
1901 from Jas. Angel and Co. must be
at least fifty years old, and still you
jexpect to handle work economically.
That is where the great leakage
came in last year, lack of up-to-date
machinery and lack of proper super­
vision. What competent man did you
have there to superintend the work
on behalf of the Commission?

HON. MIN. OF FISHERIES—Mr.
Fulmore.

MR SULLIVAN—No, he was Reid’s
man.

HON.- MIN. OF FISHERIES—There
was no Commission superintendent.
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MR. SULLIVAN—What about Mt
Crummy?

HON. MIN. OF FISHERIES—He
only made up the costs.

MR. SULLIVAN—What did he
know about the work; how could he
make up costs if he was not a prac­
tical man who understood his busin­
ess thoroughly?

HON. MIN. OF FISHERIES—He
made them up from the Bills.

MR SULLIVAN—That was the
trouble; you should have had a com­
petent machinist who knew whether
or not the bills were correct. The
Reid Nfld. Co. made more money last
year than they did any year since
the Telegraph Award when they got
cne million dollars, and they made it
on Commission work. Another mis­
take that was made was the purchase
of these new engines. They are not
suitable for the Road and they are
going to tear it to pieces. The 40
class passenger type of engines
would be better. The engines you
purchased are not made to a large
extent because so few narrow gage
roads are now operating, and they
are only in tlie experimental stage.
I will not say that these are the first
of the type to be used, but I know
that not many of them have been
built and tried out. Now, if there is
nc other way, why not loan this mil­
lion and a half to the Reids and
charge it up to them to be paid back
at the final setling up or take then
lands as security for it. We gave
them five thousand acres per mile to
operate the road and now if they
want financial assistance let them
give us back this land or otherwise
let the Reids stand a portion of the
loss. It is understood that the Prime
Minister is going to take this million
and a half out of what he has left
of the loan, b'At I heard a rumor from
a reliable source, from an officer of
a Canadian railroad in fact, that the
money was to be provided in another
way. It was said that the whole 

thing was fixed before Sir George
Burcy came down here, and that he
gave the assurance that the money
would be provided by the C. P. R.
thru the efforts of Lord Shaughnes-
sey. Sir Geo. Burey is a close friend
of Lord Shaughnessey, and also of
Mr. Beatty, and the Reids are large
shareholders in the C.P.R. Now, if
this million and a half is voted and a
loss results, the Government will
have to stand it, and does any one
doubt for a moment that there will be
a loss? I understand next year the
railway will be put up at tender and
if this is to be done next year, why
not do it now? Like Mr. Walsh, I
was going to point out that there is
no mention in the schedule of the
Placentia and Argentla line.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—We
shall include that.

MR. SULLIVAN—Thank you. Now
there are some other points I would
like to touch on, and one of these is
that in connection with a general
manager. In the first place it is my
opinion that the man you should
have as superintendent of motive
power and repairs is Mr. Fred. An
gel, because I think you will find it
difficult to get a better man for the
position anywhere. Another matter is
the appointment of auditors. We are
not told who will have to pay for
them, whether it will be Reids or the
Government. The Government has
embarked upon another big policy,
the building of a carriage road from'
Badger to Springdale, if you build
the road you intend, there wont be a
cent of the $500,000 allotted left after
the last of October. At a conserva­
tive estimate these operations will
cost at least $100,000 a month and
the whole thing will be taken up by
the Badger Road. Where then are
you going to get the money to con­
tinue the road on to Bonne Bay?
What about the road from Colinet to
Placentia and on to Branch; what
assurance have we that you will un 
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dertake the work? When the Motor
Association Bill was before th&
House last year we were promised
an allocation for this road, and I
trust now the promise will not be ig
nored. There are telegrams coming
in from our district daily asking for
work and I would like to know defi­
nitely when the Collnet road will be
started. Now I would say again that
if this million and. a half dollars must
he voted, I trust that it will be so
safeguarded that there will he no
big rake-offs possible.

MR. ARCHIBALD—Mr. Chairman.
This matter of the Bell Island mines
is one of the utmost importance to
many sections of the country, just
now, and no time should be lost in
coming to some agreement with them.
The mines have been practically
closed down for some time, and the
two companies now want to form a
combine and get that place going
again, but they cannot fix up the
combine until the government tells
them what they are going to charge
as tax on the export of ore.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE.—They
made their combine in. Halifax and are
now amalgamated.

MR. ARCHIBALD—You said that
’.he Government were prepared to
give the Companies free export foi
one year, and they refused to accept
it But you "must get this in your
mind that a Bell Island ore company
is not the same as a bullseye shop. It
turns out millions of tons of stuff and
it might be necessary for that com­
pany to make some terms with some
other big country—a contract last­
ing ten or twelve years. They would
not be interested in being o :fc year
ahead on your free offer.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—They
have sold three or four cargoes al­
ready to England; it is Sydney that
is hampering them.

MIL ARCHIBALD—I understand
that the Companies would be able to
do more business if that Bill was dis 
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posed of. It is not fair and I am sure
that the Attorney General will admit
that It is not to have this Bill on th*
Order Paper for months. How do we
know what those people have in
their minds? Now I do not say that
wo should accede to all the requests
and concessions asked for by the
Companies, but we should do some­
thing so that they can start opera
tfons as soon as possible to provide
''mployment for our people.

HON. THE MIN. OF JUSTICE.—
Hie Companies told me that financial
ly they were not in a position to do
it.

MR. ARCHIBALD—Th’s delay in
connection with the discussion on
this ore tax matter is not business­
like and there must be a reason for
it. although I don’t know the reason.
"ho Attorney General also said In
his remarks in regard to the railroad
that he believed the Reid figures to
l.e true.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I have
no reason for saying the Reid Com­
pany were faking or lying.

MR. ARCHIBALD—No more have
f, but I have to tell you that if you
never disagreed with your Leader be­
fore you do now. because the Prime
Minister said that we should have
never taken notice of the figures sup­
plied by the Reid Newfoundland Co.
Now the Attorney General practical-
15’ said here to-night that the Prime
Minister did not know what he was
talking about, and the Prime Minis­
ter said the same in effect regarding
the Attorney General.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—That is
a different opinion from the one I
have. ,

MR. ARCHIBALD—But he ie the
Leader of the Government, Sir. We
are taking a million and a half of the
people’s money and voting it away
to the Reid Company. I asked the
Prime Minister the other night if
these figures were sworn to, and he 
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replied in the negative. Now I have
no reason to distrust the Reid Com­
pany, but what made me ask the
question was that the Prime Minis­
ter stated here that we could not de­
pend upon their figures, as they were
rot reliable. Now we got the state­
ment from the Minister of Justice
that the figures are alright while the
Prime Minister says they are all
■wrong. Most of what I said was bas­
ed on what fell from the lips of the
Prime Minister—the Prime Minister,
mark me, not Mr. Guppy, or any oth­
er member of the party.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I do not
think the Prime Minister said that.
He said that he would not guarantee
the accuracy of the figures.

MR. ARCHIBALD—That is only
quibbling. What is the difference be
tween a thing not being accurate and
being incorrect?

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—He did
not make a positive statement.

MR. HIGGINS—Last year the
Prime Minister in submitting figures
said he would not guarantee their ac­
curacy because they came from the
Reid Newfoundland Company. There
was quite a conflict then as well as
now, because the Attorney General
said last year also that he w’as quite
prepared to accept them because they
were from^the Reid Newfoundland
Company.

MR. ARCHIBALD—I have to thank
Mr Higgins, M.r Chairman, for com­
ing to my assistance; he has proven-
.what I said. For the first time there
is no getting away from the fact.
Members of this House who are not
on the Government side are dubbed
by ■ a certain section of the press at
wooden heads and clowns, etc. I won
der what would that press call the
dummy members of this House, and
members who have not uttered a
single word since the session open­
ed. However, the public are the best
judges of that. The Minister of Jus­
tice, in his speech, stated that the 

reason he voted for the Railway Re­
solutions was that he did not see any
other way out. Well that brings m-_
back to the point, that I had taken
when first I moved my seat in rhe cen
tre of this House. We have come now
to a point where the Prime Minister
said that the figures submitted by th»
Reid Newfoundland Company were
not only inaccurate, but that they
were padded.

HON. MIN. OF JUSTICE—I never
heard him make such a statement.
When did he say that

MR. ARCHIBALD—I do not know
the time, but I think that was what
l.e said. With a conflict of opinion be
tween the Prime Minister and the At­
torney General as to the figures sub
mitted by the Reids and with having-
offered no justification for their at­
titude, except that the Attorney Gen­
eral said that he did not see any oth­
er way out, these two gentlemen, the
highest officials in the Gor'er-mient,
are going to vote for the Resolutions
which are going to be brutal!}- forc­
ed through this Chamber; what about
the members on the Opposition side
cf the House and are they not repre­
sentatives of the people as well as
the Government, only that they are
not in the majority in this House.

It appears that each and every in­
dividual member of the Government
lias made up his mind to vote for the
Resolutions although he has net go.
up in this House, and told the reas­
on why he is doing it. Now, I say
that this is a crucial period in the
bistcry of Newfoundland, and is by
no means a time for party politics.
Time there was when the present
Government brought two detectives
here from Canada to put Cashiu ana
Crosbie, who were called rogues, rob­
bers. crooks, etc., in jail mind you
Under the administration of these
two men there was no poor relief evi­
dent and the country was going along
successfully and still that was the 
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class o£ man Mr. Chairman you at­
tempted to put in jail. What did you
find? The two auditors you brought
down here gave them a first class
certificate of character. They never
found one single thing against these
men If I am informed correctly, the
auditors sent for Sir John Crcsble
while they were here, as they had
found $130,000 to the credit of the
Colonj in the Department of Ship
ping and which they said Sir John
couici have kept if he liked, because
they did not know where that n.cney
came from. Imagine trying to put
that class of man ’n jail. A.'d then
Mr. Samson appeals to the Opposi­
tion for a suggestion, while ths par­
ty division is still kept busily active.
Can any sane man expect Sir Mi­
chael Cashin or Sir John Crosbie to
do anything to help this Government
out of the hole they are in. I be­
lieve that the Minister of Justice is
sincere, but he did not go far enough
in stating that he could not see any
other way out. He should not have
iho presumption to think that be­
cause the Government could not see
a way out and that therefore nobody
else knew anything. There is where
I think he made a mistake. If he had ''
to do the right thing when he saw no
other way out, and if he was a true
Newfoundlander the proper place for
him was an independent seat with me
in the centre of the floors. -Then,
perhaps we would be in a position of
giving the Opposition of helping the
country out of the difficulty. As I
^aid on previous occasions, that was
the principle and the ^grounds why 1
moved out of the Government some
weeks ago. I moved out of the gov­
ernment to do my best to help bring
about a condition of affairs to de
stroy party politics, and I never
found a man in the government to
take the thing seriously enough to
move with me.

The position of • the Government
seems to be that thipy are not able to 

find any other way out in relation to
this railroad problem and they are
not prepared to give anybody else a
chance and the reason of this is the
party politics division line, still you
members of the Government are sim­
ple enough and foolish enough to
think that the Opposition are gonig to
take a share of the responsibility for
this railroad blunder. If the Govern­
ment of to-day were comprised of any
statesmen they would seek the assist­
ance of the Opposition, get them to
accept part of the responsibility, cut
out party politics and try to get this
country out of the hole she is in. If
any man in the Government to-night
can prove to me that party politics
should be kept up while starvation
stalks throughout the length and
breadth of the land and while men,
women and children are hungry, then
1 am prepared to take my seat with
him.

You cannot prove it and you wont
attempt to because you know you are
fighting on a wrong principle, and I
want to appeal again to Newfound­
landers to be on the alert against
such arguments as these. When we
find ourselves up against a crisis like
that which confronts us to-day, we
have sectarianism trotted out. Let
me tell this country that the man who
takes any notice of sectarianism while
his family is starving is neither doing
justice to his family nor himself. So
far as I am concerned, never while I
am in this House will one get an ad­
vantage over another because of his
religion. “To every man his own,” is
the motto of the Advocate, but accord­
ing to the manner in which that is
carried out by those who have adopt­
ed it, it means only every man of a
certain section of the country. If you
are going to work along denomina­
tional lines, give each church what is
its just right and treat all alike. When
I moved my seat out here I did it on 
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the soundest principle possible, name­
ly because I did not consider that I
was doing my duty to my constitu­
ents by remaining in the Government
after I had become convinced that
they were not doing the best in their
power under the circumstances. Then
this man Collishaw who drifts in here
from God knows where has the cheek
to suggest that I was bought by the
Opposition.

MR. SCAMMELL.—I would like to
ask the hon. member if it is true that
his brother sold a thousand quintals
of fish to Sir John Crosbie a week be­
fore or after he took an independent
seat in this House.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—I will answer
that question and if I am not stating
what is the absolute truth, Sir John
Crosbie can put me in my place.
Neither myself, my brother nor any of
my family, nor yet anybody connect­
ed with me ever sold a fish to Sir
John Crosbie at any time either be­
fore nor after I took my seat in the
middle of the House.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Mr. Chair­
man, I will answer Mr. Scammell's
question to what I think will prove to
be his entire satisfaction. My answer
to you is this. You have a diseased
mind and it is both rude and impudent
for you td have the audacity to sug­
gest that because this hon. member
took an independent seat in the House,
lie must have been actuated by some
personal motive of' gain, in other
■words that he was bribed to take the
stand that he took, a stand that you
have not the independence nor the
courage to take yourself. Never in
my life did I buy a fish from an Archi­
bald but I will say this, that if Archi­
bald had taken advantage of his posi­
tion in the Government as Capt. Gosse
did, he could have sold his fish with­
out any difficulty and got paid for it
out of Government money. You must
have the mind of a gull to make such 

an insinuation. The charge has al­
ready been made that one Collishaw
said I had bought Archibald—

MR. SCAMMELL.—I do not know
Collishaw.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—If you did
you would move your seat out from
the Government too.

MR. SCAMMELL.—Sir John is un­
der a wrong impression. i asked
about Mr. Archibald’s brother and
not about himself.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—And I said
I knew nothing about Mr. Archibald's
brother’s fish. It is like the Govern­
ment fish so far as I am concerned, I
do not know where it is.

MR. SCAMMELL.—I’ll bet that
Archibald’s fish is sold.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Archibald’s
fish was shipped to a man named
Shipman with fish belonging to Bairds
and others. And now, I will tell you b.
that you can have neither brains nor
manhood to make the suggestion that
because a man moves out to an inde­
pendent seat in this House he must
have been bought.

MR. SCAMMELL.—I have as much
brains as you, Crosbie, and the stock
I came from is sufficient to prove that
I have as much manhood.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Don’t talk
to me about stock. The idea, Mr.
Chairman.. of this man insinuating
that I had bought Mr. Archibald’s fish
as an inducement for him to leave the
Government. \ I may say that I never
either coaxed nor asked Mr. Archibald
to leave the Government. I did not
care whether he. came or stayed. That
is a matter entirely for a man's own
conscience. I •

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Chairman,
before I proceed> to deal with Mr.
Scammell on a question of that class, I
must first of all tj'iank Sir John Cros­
bie for the manner in which be has
substantiated my| denial of the dirty
charge that, if not directly made, was 
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at least insinuated by the member for
St. Barbe. I want to repeat through
you, Sir, that I never sold a fish to
Sir John Crosbie in my lifetime,
neither did my brother nor anyone
connected with me or my family. Now,
I want to deal with Mr. Scammell in
a gentlemanly manner if it is possible.
When the question was asked, a ques­
tion which connected me with anoth­
er member of this House, X sat down
and gave that other member a chance
to make a liar of me if what I had
stated was not the truth. I presume
your question was sincere, anyway, I
will not accuse you of any ulterior
motive in asking it and if you will ac­
cept my answer I will let the matter
drop.

MR. SCAMMELL.—I will not im­
peach the honor of any hon. member
so I must accept your answer.

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Do you accept
my answer?

MR. SCAMMELL.—Yes.
MR. ARCHIBALD—Very well, I

will accept your question in the
same good faith that you do my an­
swer. Now, that disposes of that mat
ter, and I am sorry Sir, for having
taken up so much of the time of the
House, but I felt that I owed it to
myself to have that fully cleared up.
Mr. Scammell has said that I did not
have the manhood to go right across
the House. I have stated that what I
did I did on a firm principle. I came
here to join the first man who woula
make a move to save this country
from the destruction towards which
she is heading, and I put it to any
fairminded man if my position in
this House to-night is not based on
a firmer principle than that of either
the Government or the Opposition. I
moved out here because I was satis­
fied, from a conscientious standpoint,
that I was not serving my country
lightly by sitting with a Government
that had not the policy we want to
help the poor men of this country feed 

their families. I moved out looking
for a leader who was strong enough
to formulate such a policy, and when
such a man comes forward he will
find me the first man to join forces
with him.

MR. BENNETT—Mr. Chairman, I
avail myself of this opportunity to
have a word to say in reference to
the question that has been before
this Hosue for the last twelve weeks,
that Is, the Bell Island ore tax. The
Attorney General has to-night made
certain statements regarding that
tax, and I have been aware of certain
propaganda that has been circulaetd
on Bell Island regarding putting that
bill through. That propaganda has
been to the effect of throwing on the
shoulders of the Opposition the re­
sponsibility for holding up the bill. I
am not prepared to state the cause or
origin of that propaganda, but I am
prepared to state that we are not re­
sponsible for the delays in making
that contract. We have endeavored
to make the very best contract for the
country. We realize that the com­
panies over there are in- a very seri­
ous condition. It was our utmost de­
sire to make ,a contract that would
be acceptable to the companies, and
for the best possible interest of New­
foundland. It must be borne in mind
that this contract goes over a period
of twenty years. Conditions that ex­
ist now may not exist in years to
come.

Now, Sir, I am prepared to give
them free exportation for 40 years if
they are prepared to guarantee a cer­
tain expenditure and employment.
The tax is only a drop in the bucket,
it is the labor that is the most import­
ant matter. The Companies are
anxious that the contract go through
as it stood; then I say we should put
it through. It has not in any way been
held up by the Opposition members
of that committee, and if it were sub­
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mitted to this House I believe It
would pass unanimously.

Sir Michael spoke briefly regarding
the railroad resolutions. I say again
it is deplorable, it is unfair, unjust to
this House that the Government should
treat this subject in the way it is
treated. It is a piece of legislation
from which will radiate our whole fi­
nancial position during the present
year.

The operation of the railway is ab­
solutely esential and no reason can
be given for closing it. As I intimat­
ed when the Hon. Prime Minister laid
the resolutions on the Table—he is
the man who is custodian of the peo­
ple’s interests—that all the cards
should be laid on the table and the
story be told, but that was not done.
Therefore this side cannot accept
these resolutions as proposed because
a principle has been violated that any
independent legislature must not fore­
go. The House is entitled by its com­
position when here in session con­
vened as the directors of the affairs
of Newfoundland, to a full and com­
plete statement of these affairs. And
when there is ground for suspicion
that the whole story is not forthcom­
ing, the people will hold you respon­
sible for the lack of interest in their
welfare. You went to the country as
Prime Minister on a manifesto which
the people accepted in good faith; you
went, saying have confidence in me to
carry out the contract which I make
with you, and they trusted you and
sent you back with a big majority to
carry it out, but now the whole policy
is reversed and an entire change of
front takes place. The members on
this side are not trying to embarass
the Government or the Reid Nfld. Co.
on this subject. We all know what
they did in the war; that prior to that
they lost considerable sums in oper­
ating the road and anyone who had
visions of making it pay had a belief 

that few in the country shared in.
Last year when we voted a million to
partially repair the damage of the
years of war,- it was considered by
some of us as a small return in view
of the fact that other countries were
paying their roads much more for the
same period. I say it to the favour
of the Reid Co. that they never ex­
acted anything for the work which
they were not called on to do under
their contract. They were imbued
with the same spirit of patriotism as
others in Newfoundland in doing their
best in that trying time. As I said the
other night we had divested ourselves
of shipping and the road was taxed to
the utmost in getting in the necessar­
ies or our whole industrial life would
be shut off and we would be left
starving. To their credit be it said—
and Sir John Crosbie knows—they ran
tlie road to death to meet the emerg­
ency and to tide us over a period when
we might be starved if the means were
not found to convey the necessaries of
life to the people. In 1919 we had a
general election, certain parties going
to the country, each with a platform,
a policy, promising if returned to car­
ry out certain obligations. It must be
borne in mind that prior to that the
Cashin, Lloyd and Coalition govern­
ments had to use every means and
were often at their wits’ end to keep
the commercial life breathing and the
trade of the country in operation.
When the leader of the present ad­
ministration went to the country he
issued this manifesto. This is the
first time I have referred to it, and I
may tell the House that I never read
it yet because I would rather take my
own observations of conditions and
of how they are fulfilling the pro­
mises so flippantly made by those who
raised themselves to power at the ex­
pense of an unthinking people. In
this manifesto the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter says. . (Quotes manifesto.)
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I might say in that connection that
the timber areas ot the Reids are not
concessions by the Government but
part and parcel ot their contract.
When they built the road for $15,000
a mile they were given certain blocks
of timber as part of the contract.
(Quotes manifesto.)

Prophetic indeed. The first part ot
the paragraph unfortunately is not
true which says the revenue is good.
It goes on to say. (Quotes manifesto.)

The proposal now is to close the
branch lines and in one instance to
take up the rails. (Quotes.)

For some years past the Reids have
dominated the Government—the Hon.
Prime Minister was a part of it and
writes himself down as under the do­
mination of the Reids. (Quotes.)

Mr. Chairman, comment is unneces­
sary. The Hon. Prime Minister was
returned on that manifesto, the man­
date of the people sent him here, and
that is in conjunction with the pro­
mises to do the people’s will. We
who did not see eye to eye with him
knew that it was absolute bunkum
and intended to trap the people. The
Reids stood by us in the time of war
and I would be the last to say a word
against any man who stood up for us
in our darkest hour. But <1 am not
prepared to stand for him turning a
somersault. He said last year he did
not believe the figures of the Reids as
to the earnings and expenses of op­
erating the road. He had to swallow
a bitter pill when he had to bring in
these resolutions that the Hon. Min­
ister of Finance refused to bring. The
Hon. Minister of Finance is not here
and I will not say anything as to his
action but it is an open secret that he
went into political life to put the
Reids in their proper place. But the
Opposition is just as responsible as
the Government to see the interests of
the country conserved and to see that
a square deal is given to all; and I 

may claim this privilege that I took
the same position when the Bowrings
on the coastal contract wanted to pull
it over us on a contract for 20 years
and an increase in subsidies for their
steamers and on passenger and
freight rates 100%. They wanted the
Government to sign it for 50 years and
1 pointed out In the interests of the
people we should not sign it for more
than 5 years, because with the price
of everything up in connection with
the operation of a contract of that
kind it would be a mistake to enter
into such a contract as the prices
might tumble lower than before the
war Now. sir, we having tried in ev­
ery possible way to extract light on
the proposition before us, if they
would lay their cards on the table and
tell us the inside story of the trans­
action, I believe there would be lit­
tle to complain of but I think they
have not played the game with the
Reids and we are driven in the in­
terests of the countrj' to oppose. As
I said before, withdraw the resolu­
tions and hand us the full story. And
then to ask us to accept something
with no foundation to it but a three-
page letter from Bury who was prac­
tically in the custody of the Govern­
ment and the Government engineer
while here and went away after 3
days after putting in a report that
anyone at all might give. It would
be as well to ask the captain of a
dreadnought to give particulars of a
Labrador fishing boat as to ask the
Vice-President of the C.P.R. to give
an opinion on the Reid Nfld. Co.’s
railway. Bury could not size up the
situation—there was no situation to
size up. There are men in the Reid
Co who are more practical and by
reason of their common sense, better
able to give an opinion than Bury
with all his eminence and knowledge.
And the next thing we heard you got
to get a manager, probably with 5 
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times the salary of any man in the
company. What would he know about
it—it is a downright insult to the
country. The management of tho road
to a man who is trained to it is as
easy as the management of a shoe
factory or any other industry. It is
no matter if there is one or five trains
a day, or how many are employed. It
is no more than any ordinary busi­
ness conducted in St. John’s and still
we hear of nothing but experts com­
ing where there are better men al­
ready to fill the duties. I realize that
no matter what we say the Govern­
ment will vote for these resolutions
and they will be put through. I re­
alize that we have fulfilled our public
duty but we regret that this matter
has not been handled with consider­
ation of detail and the necessity to
get the information so vital to New­
foundland. If there is nothing else be­
hind this, are we to drift along in the
same way forever and next year pass
another vote of millions. It is all
totally wrong and the Government is
devoid of any policy as to the railroad.
I say it is a shame that the House
should be asked to pass such resolu­
tions as those laid before us and with
these ideas I rise to second the pro­
position of the leader of the Opposi­
tion. At such a critical period you
got to watch your step, be careful of
the credit of Newfoundland and re­
member that the financiers of the
world realize that the people govern
and it is only on their wishes that a
Government can govern.

If you are sincere in your purpose
and are satisfied that that is the best
you can do and if you are satisfies-
that the country is behind you and it
you are satisfied that you have fulfil­
led the promises you made to the
country and that, under the circum­
stances, this is the best you can do,
well then go back to the people who
sent you here—the people are the 

shareholders of Newfoundland and we
are their trustees—and if they are
prepared to let you make this ex­
penditure on their account and if they
endorse your attitude you will have
fulfilled the people's will, but until
such time as you do that you are go-;
ing back on the promises that you
made them and you will find that the
day is not far distant when you will
go down to perdition as a Govern­
ment who have lived on the practice
of deception in the administration ot
the affairs of the country and who re­
mained in office contrary to the will
and the wishes of the people.

I, therefore, beg to second the am­
endment made by the Hon. Leader of
the Opposition, namely, to have this
matter referred to the people for their
endorsation or otherwise and I trust
that the Government will see the wis­
dom of this course. In the meantime
provision will have to be made for the
operation of the railroad and moneys
will have to be allocated by the Leg­
islature for this purpose, as I believe
that as far as this Opposition is con­
cerned they want to have the railway
in proper running order.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being nast midnight.

-<—>
THURSDAY, July 21.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the Resolutions, and recommended
that a Bill be introduced to give ef­
fect to the same.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed.

On the motion for the adoption of
the Report, Sir M. P. Cashin moved,
and Mr. Bennett seconded the follow­
ing amendment:

“That all the words following the
preamble in the Resolutions be strick­
en out and the following inserted in
place thereof:—
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And Whereas, the Liberal Reform
Party in the General Election of 1919,
through their manifesto and in their
public utterances, went to the elector­
ate on behalf of a policy against any
concessions whatever being given to
the Reid Nfld. Co., and on the policy
that the Reid Nfld. Co. should be made
carry out to the letter, their obliga­
tions to the people of this country as
contained in the Contract of 1901.

And Whereas, the people at the polls
endorsed that policy,

And Whereas, the contract in the
schedule hereto is in direct opposition
to the policy as endorsed at the polls.

Be it Resolved, that in the opinion
of this House this contract should not,
pass until the country has again pro­
nounced on the same at the polls at
a general election to be held as soon
as possible.”

Whereupon the House divided and
there appeared for the amendment: —
Sir M. P. Cashin, Sir J. C. Crosbie, Mr.
Bennett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr.
Vinnicoinbe, Dr. Jones. Mr. Moore,
Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan,
Mr. MacDonnell, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Archi­
bald, (14).

And against it:
Hon. the Prime Minister, Minister of

Justice, Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, Minstier of Education, Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr.
Foote, Minister of Public Works, Min­
ister of Shipping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small, Mr.
Hibbs. Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett, Mr.
Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson (IS).

So it passed in the negative.
On the motion that the Report be

adopted there appeared in its favor:
Hon. the Prime Minister, Minister of
Justice, Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, Minister of Education, Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr.
Foote, Minister of Public Works, Actg.
Minister of Shipping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small, Mr.

Hibbs, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett,
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson
(18).

And against it Sir M. P. Cashin, Sir
J. C. Crosbie, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Hig­
gins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vinnicombe, Dr.
Jones, Mr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sin­
nott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. MacDonnell,
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Archibald (14).

So it passed in the affirmative, and
was ordered accordingly.

The remaining Orders of the Day ■
were deferred.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
Hon. the Minister of Justice pre­

sented the Report of the Select Com­
mittee appointed to consider the Bill
entitled “An Act for the Quieting of
Titles,” as follows:

The Select Committee, appointed to
consider the Quieting of Titles Bill,
beg to report that they recommend
the passing of the Act.

(Signed)
W. R. WARREN.
A. TARGETT,
CYRIL JAS. FOX.

St. John’s, July 2th, 1920.
On motion this report was adopted

and it was ordered that the said Bill
be referred to a Committee of the
Whole House on to-morrow.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
this afternoon at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, July 21, 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to
adjournment.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Bennett gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Speaker, I
heard to-day that the government had 
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sold the pit props cut last winter at
twelve dollars per cord. Might I ask
the hon. Primo Minister if that is cor­
rect?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—But for one or two details, the sale
is practically concluded. The purchas
er is some American concern repre­
sented by House and Company. The
price is f.o.b., I merely know that the
name House was mentioned.

MR. SULLIVAN—Might I also ask
the Prime Minister about that memo,
re the fee chargeable by the Hospital?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—I will attend to that as soon as pos­
sible.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Might I
ask the Minister of Education about
his report?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF EDUCA
TION—I hope to table it next week.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Might I ask
the Prime Minister if the total amount
of the loan has been paid over to the
Bank of Montreal?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
—The entire amount.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—You took it
all from New York and did not consid­
er the rate of exchange. You may have
two or three points.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I asked
the Finance Minister to table a state­
ment of the amount of interest paid
New York up to the 30th of June this
year.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.
—I have the information here. '

MR. MOORE—I wish to ask the Min
ister of Marine if he enquired about
that one hundred pairs of snow shoes?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
—No requisition has been sent out.

MR. MOORE—Then the Government
is not responsible for them?

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE
—No. They were not ordered.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I would
like the Finance Minister to table the
information as’to how he arrived at
those figures in this statement? I did 

not ask for this. If you want to see
my question look up the Order Papers
This statement deals with interest for
next year. This is a false statement .'
made by a fool or a baby. I asked the .
amount paid the London financiers to »
the 30th., of June and you answered
that. Then I asked what interest you
paid New York on $20,000,000, and
then said nothing paid. When the es
timates comes up you will find you are
one hundred thousand dollars short,
and I will prove that. This is not
signed by any body. I will put a ques
lion on the Order Paper asking to have
this signed by Mr. Keating.

SIR M P. CASHIN—Do I understand
that the Hon. Minister of Finance took
all the money down from New York at
11 per cent, exchange, and is sending
it back at 14. He was glad enough to
get it at first, and is now sending It
back to pay our debts. When are you
going to put someone in charge of the
Customs House—there is nobody there
now, and it is going to the dogs. I asl?
ed a question months ago as to the du­
ty on motor cars, and it is not paid
yet. One individual, who was a sup­
porter of the Government, got in six
and though they have been sold and
are now wearing out, there is no duty
paid on them yet. We also asked a lot
about the men with the overdue bonds,
but were told it was not judicious to
tell the names as it would be injuri­
ous to the trade of the Colony. Here
is the question.

(reads question.)
And then the Hon. Minister comes

along with a manufactured answer.
How can you say the exchange will be
the same as last year. It was then
down to $3.76, and you say it makes
up $156,000, but I say it will not be
$56,000. I ask now for an answer cer­
tified by Mr. Keating or someone re­
sponsible.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—A bad break
has been made by the colony, and I
want a full statement of the loss on
exchange before we go into Ways and
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Means. Exchange is a great thing to
make money on if you understand it,
but the trouble is you got nobody com­
petent to look after it. Hundreds of
thousands have been stolen by the
bankers through your stupidity. It
would be cheap at $100,000 to have a
man there who understands it. You
got the money from New York at 11
per cent, and got to send it back at
11 p.c. Look at the amount in the dif­
ference. I want the whole figures laid
before the House and (I will be glad to
give any information if I can, but let
a stop be put to this questioning.

MR. MOORE—On July 18th I asked
the Hon. Prime Minister in the au
sence of the Hon. Min. of Finance as
to the duties on liquor from January
to June and for the corresponding six
months of last year. What about the
answer?

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will
give it as soon as I get it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I would like to
ask the Hon. Minister of Posts as to
the offers by the Commercial and Ang­
lo companies.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—There is no­
thing further to report.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Minis
ter of Shipping to lay on the table ot
the House a statement showing the
value of the passenger and freight ser
vices of the various steamers operated
by his department for each of the first
six months of 1920, and for the same
period the present year, said statement
to specify the earnings of each steam­
er for passengers and also for freight
traffic during each month in each year.
and if any steamers are being operat­
ed during these months in this year
that were not operated the other year,
to show their earnings for each month
of the present year in each class of
traffic.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—In reply I beg
to say it will take a little time to get
the information, but I hope to have it
in a day or two.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—I would like to 

draw attention to the fact that we have
not got a full answer from the Minis­
ter since the House opened. It is a
wonder he is here to answer it all
when he knew the question was on the
Order Paper. I knew what I would get
and you thought I would forget the
matter, but I am going to get after you
and ask you now to get your officials
to get it.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—I gave even
more than asked for at times.

MR. WALSH—I wish to remind the
Minister of Shipping that I put an im
portant question on the Order Paper ot
the 18th., but have received no reply
The impression is abroad that valu­
able furnishings of the ships which
came out here have disappeared at St.
John’s, and that some have found their
way into places where It would not pay
the Colony, and I assure him we will
not close till I get a satisfactory an
swer to my question.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—I brought the
matter to the attention of Mr. Foley
this morning and he assured me he
would let me know this afternocn. I
have received anonymous letters to the
same effect as Mr. Walsh’s statement,
and made enquiries, but found them
unfounded. The word of Mr. McGetti-
gan cannot be questioned, and he in
vestigated and found nothing. The
things on the boats were listed and it
is only a matter" of getting the lists
written.

MR. WALSH—I make no charge
against any man, and if no goods have
been sold let you give the reply in
writing.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—When the
boats arrived here the goods were land
ed and stored at the Southside. From
the Watchful they were landed at
Reids and put back on board when she
was ready for sea. Some goods were
put on the Prospero and Portia. I will
have the reply not later than to-mor
row.

MR. MOORE—You are a nice inno­
cent man alright, but if some of the 
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rumours are true, there is a nice story
to bo told. There are no goods at Bow­
ring’s now. Why was the reply delay
ed.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—There are on­
ly 3 men in the office, and one has
been sick some weeks. The others are
very busy, one boat sailing only yes­
terday, so we could not get the reply
before.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I have no
doubt the Minister got an inventory
when the goods were landed, and what
has been removed can be easily check­
ed up. This is not part of Mr. McGet-
tigan’s job—he has to look after the
hulls etc.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—I have done
it since I have been in office.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I found Mr.
McGettigan perfectly satisfactory. Like
the Minister I got anonymous letters,
but put them in the waste basket. I
appreciate your taking no notice of
them—the writer of them is no man.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Min. of Marine and Fisheries, or the
Minister of Shipping, what shins, if
any, are operated by bis Department
during the present fiscal year, what
services are they engaged upon, and
what are they costing per day, and is
it the intention to operate any other
steamers in connection with his De­
partment the present year. Also if any
of the ships obtained on behalf of the
Government last year are now employ­
ed, and if so to state what vessels are
unemployed and what is the cost of
their maintenance wjiile so unemploy­
ed.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—No steam­
ers are attached to that department at
the present time.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he has received any
information from Sir Edgar Bowring
with respect to his visit to Washing­
ton, as it appears from the public­
press that he was at Halifax yesterdaj'
on his way back to the Colony, and if
so to lay on the table of the House 

copy of any message which should
pass between Sir Edgar Bowring and
himself in relation to the former’s
mission to Washington.

THE HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Sir
Edgar Bowring says that Fordney in­
tended to put through the Tariff Bill,
but there is also a clause which pro­
vides for reciprocal arrangements. I
will give you a copy of it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries in
his capacity of Chairman of. the Rail­
way Commission for last year, if the
steamboat services of the Reid Nfld.
Company -were operated in conjunction
with those of the Railroad during the
past fiscal year, and if so was any pro­
portion of the cost borne by the Colo­
ny and paid for out of the funds at the
disposal of the Railroad Commission;
and if so to state how much of the loss
which the Colony has to make up on
account of last year was sustained on
account of operating the Railroad stea­
mers, and how much on account of op­
erating the Railroad service itself.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE—I
beg to table the reply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is the intention of
the Government to take any steps to
give effect to the recommendations of
the Committee of the House which re­
cently sat and recommended certain
additional provision for returned sol­
diers, especially for those suffering
from wounds or illness, and if so to
state the nature of the steps which the
Government proposes to take.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The re­
port has been referred to a Committee
of the Whole on Ways and Means and
will come up in a day or two.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Marine and Fisheries if it is cor­
rect that Albert H. Salter has been
appointed to undertake the distribu
tion of all supplies for lighthouses dm
Ing the current year, and if so what
amount is he to receive for such ser­
vice; if so will it be in addition to the 
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services he performs In the Publio
Works Department at present, and If
so what amount, If any, will be paid
for such services.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—I beg to
table the reply.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled ‘An
Act to amend and Consolidate the
Laws in relation to the Municipal Af­
fairs of the Town of St. John’s.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from -the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the said Bill with some amendments

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the 'Said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter, and by unanimous consent the
Bill entitled "An Act to amend and
Consolidate the Laws in Relation to
the Municipal Affairs of the Town of
St. John’s” was read a third time, and
passed, and it was ordered that a mes­
sage be sent to the Legislative Council
with a message acquainting that Body
that the House of Assembly had pass­
ed the Bill sent down with some amend
ments, in which they request the con­
currence of the Legislative Council.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled ‘An
Act respecting Fishery Supplies for
the Current Season.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pas­
sed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill bo read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act for the Quieting of Titles.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
Tlie Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referrtd, and had pas­
sed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered thav
the said Bill be read a third time on
to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, that the Bill
entitled “An Act to provide for the
Temporary Operation of the Nfld. Rail
way” be read a second time, the House
divided and there appeared in its fav
or—■
Hon. the Prime Minister, Minister of
Justice, Minister of Marine and Fisher
ies, Minister of Education, Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr. Foote
Minister of Public Works, Minister of
Shipping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr. Winsor, Mr.
Small, Mr. Hibbs, Mr. Scammell, Mr.
Targett, Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones. Mr.
Samson. Mr. Abbott—(IS)
and against it
Sir M. P. Cashin, Sir J. C. Croshie, Mr.
Bennett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox, Mr. Vin
nicombe, Dr. Jones, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan, Mr.
MacDonnell, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Archibald
— (14).
So it passed in the affirmative, and it
was ordered that the said Bill be refer
red to a Committee of the Whole
House on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled ‘An
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Act Respecting the Exportation ot
Timber.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Commit­

tee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pas­
sed the Bill with some amendments.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be referred to a Commit­
tee of the Whole House presently:

Whereupon, on motion of Hon. the
Prime Minister and by unanimous con­
sent the Bill entitled "An Act Respect­
ing the Exportation of Timber” was
read a third time, and passed, and it
was ordered that it be engrossed, Be
ing entitled above, and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, July 22nd.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Mr. Sullivan gave Notice of Ques­
tion.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime

Minister, if it is the intention of the
Government, after the House closes to
send Mr. E. Collishaw to Ottawa to
negotiate terms of Confederation, and
if so to state what qualification Mr.
Collishaw has for this work.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs if 

any extension of the telegraph lines
is being carried out this year; if so
where, to what extent and what will
be the cost of the same.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education when the In­
spectors, now being trained abroad,
will take up their duties and when the
construction of the proposed Normal
School is to be started.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice what is the pre­
sent position with regard to the La­
brador Boundary Question; are any
legal men at work in this Colony in
connection with it at the present time
or likely to be in the near future; if
so to state the names of said parties;
the nature of the work they are en­
gaged in, and the amount that will
likely be paid them for their services.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
beg to say that I propose to give a
detailed statement of the present po­
sition of this matter when the vote
for it come up in Supply. In the
meantime, Newfoundland’s case is be­
ing prepared, has been printed and
has to be gone over. I have received
proposals from Messrs. Bern <t Ber-
ridge about getting together evidence,
but we cannot do anything in that till
the vote for payment has been put
thru. The Prime Minister and my­
self are the only legal men in this
country engaged in connection with
the matter so far.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is it the in­
tention of the Prime Minister or the
Minister of Justice to go to London
this year in connection with the mat­
ter?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—1
am not sure yet whether or not it will
be necessary for me to go to London
during the autumn in connection with
the preparation of evidence for our
case.

MR. BENNETT asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
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Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms if the usual monthly cheques to
members of the Civil Service, has been
issued for the present month, and if
not, why not.

Reply tabled.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in
his capacity of Chairman of the Rail­
way Commission of last year, when he
proposes to table the reply to No. 10
of my questions of June 23rd, relating
to the subsidies for railroads and
steamers drawn by the Reid Company
and the increased rates which the
Commission proposed, and also the
answer to my question No. 20 relat­
ing to the cost of the new shaft for
the Glencoe, new boiler for the Argyle,
renewal of the electric light on sev­
eral other steamers of the Reid fleet,
cost of the four months’ special sur­
vey on several of these steamers and
the thorough overhaul given them.

Reply will be tabled to-morrow.
Pursuant to order and on motion of

Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill
entitled “An Act Respecting Fishery
Supplies for the Current Season” was
read a third time and passed, and it
was ordered to be engrossed, being
entitled as above and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provision.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the Bill
entitled “An Act for the Quieting of
Titles,” was read a third time and
passed, and it was ordered to be en­
grossed, being entitled as above, and
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun­
cil with a message requesting the con­
currence of that body in its pro­
visions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act to Provide for the

Temporary Operation of the Nfld.
Railway.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. MOORE.—Mr. Chairman, before

this Bill goes through, I again want
to enter my protest against the Reids
getting a million and a half dollars
from the taxpayers of this Coony.

Another matter I wish to refer to
is the work being done at Badger
where I understand there are fifteen
hundred men employed. Now, the
District of which I have the honor to
be one of the representatives, has a
large number of men who are in very
poor circumstances owing to the fail­
ure of the fishery and the bad man­
agement of the present Government.
These men are in immediate need of
employment and we must get money
to finish the road from Cappahayden
to Trepassey while I would also sup­
port the completion of the road from
Holyrood to Witless Bay along which
there is land equally as good as any
in the Island for Agricultural pur­
poses, and I feel sure that in this I
have the fullest support of the mem­
bers for Hr. Main. Why you have put
men to work building a road through
the woods from Badger to Springdale,
when there are other roads going to
wreck and ruin, is more than I can
understand. The bridges on the road
from Trepassey to Cape Race have
fallen down and before this Bill goes
through I -would like to hear the opin­
ion of Messrs. Walsh and Sullivan on
this matter. I object emphatically to
money being indiscriminately spent at
Badger when the District of Ferry­
land cannot get its per capita share.

DR. JONES.—Mr. Chairman, allow
me to say a word or two with regard
to the matter just referred to by the
hon. member for Ferryland. We have
in our District four or five hundred
men who are out of work. The pro­
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mise was made them that they would
be sent out to work on the new roads
that are being built, but I want to
point out how much better it would
be if these men were put to work on
the roads in their own district. The
road from Seal Cove to Holyrood,
poetically known as the Cow Path,
needs to be -widened, as you well
know, as at present it is almost im­
passible especially for motor cars. I
think, moreover, that many members
will agree with me on the great ad­
vantage of giving men work of this
kind right at home. The money they
could thus earn would mean a great
deal more to them than if they were
sent out of their own districts, and I
am sure that all will agree that now
is ■ the opportunity of getting work
like that which I have mentioned
done.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman, I
had no intention of saying anything at
this stage as the House will remem­
ber that the whole principle of this
measure has been fully debated. The
point of my rising is this: the Prime
Minister and Minister of Justice who
undertook to speak for the Govern­
ment, said that these Resolutions now
epitomized in the form of a Bill, were
the best they could do at present, but
it is because the Government were so
lackadaisical in their dutj' that this is
so. The correspondence before us
shows that not a thing was done to
make the situation better than it is
and with all the defects that may arise
out of the Resolutions, all the missing
of better chances, all the losses that
may accrue the Government will stand
charged and without any cause what­
ever except its own laziness. The
reason we now let this Bill go through
without any further tie-up is the same
that makes a man, held up at the
point of a gun, act contrary to his own
ideas. I commit this Bill which the
Resolutions have brought forth to the 

custody of the incapable Government •
that brought them about, with a full/
realization and an absolute belief that j
poor indeed is the hope of anything in /
the way of a railway policy while this
Administration is in charge. I expect
nothing better twelve months hence
than we have now and I am not much
concerned with the passing of this
Bill for the reason that the railway
must be run and as the contractors
cannot do it without financail assist­
ance, it is better that we have this
arrangement than that it be left in the
hands of this incompetent bunch we
see masquerading as a Government.
It were better to donate a million and
a half dollars to Reids even though
there is not a figure shown to warrant
it. It is because of the experience I
have had of the Government up to
now that I can give it no better re­
commendation and the Prime Minister
and his pliable crew can have this
consolation, that no lack of ability on
their part, no laziness they may show
and no lack of appreciation of their
responsibilities will be any surprise to
me.

If five minutes of time is given to
anything demanding particular atten­
tion, it must come from Tommy Hall
on the one hand or Mr. Pill on the oth­
er and, therefore, to Hall and Pill do
I commit the interests of my children
and my constituents, in taxation as
in other things, till we meet again. I
can only say now as I said before that
the Government’s attitude in this mat­
ter is a complete abandonment to the
dictates of the Contractors. They are
not passing what is in keeping with
the ideas of the people; they are not
passing the policy of the Government
but the policy dictated by the con­
tractors who realize that they have an
easy Government to deal with. They
have been asleep at the switch. June
the 30th came and found them asleep
on the job and the watchman awoke, 
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threw up his hands and asked for
terms, and these, Mr. Chairman, are
the terms.

MR. WALSH.—Mr. Chairman,
though I think I have already done my
duty by my country and the district
of Placentia which I have the honour
to represent, I don’t think I should
allow this opportunity to pass with­
out once more entering my protest
against the final act of what I con­
sider to be the most serious drama,
I should have said tragedy, that has
ever taken place in this^ House. I
don't intend to delay the House long
this afternoon but I don't want to al­
low this opportunity to pass without
giving my reason for voting against
these Resolutions.

The Manifesto of the Prime Minis­
ter has had considerable prominence
during the debate upon these Resolu-
itons, but I crave the indulgence of
the House while I refer to one para­
graph of it which refers to the rail­
road. This is an extract from a let­
ter sent by H. D. Reid to W. D. Reid
when they were both friendly in the
operation of the railroad. That let­
ter was written two or three years
ago. Well I think it will be agreed to
by any sane, reasonable person in this
Isjand who has had an opportunity of
viewing the conditions of the railroad,
and with regard to the general condi­
tion of the Colony financially that
Messrs. Reids nor any other person
looking for concessions that could
only come when we were on the verge
of bankruptcy that that time has ar­
rived. Now I was not present a couple
of evenings ago when the Prime Min­
ister gave his justification for passing
these Resolutions, it is true I was
here for a short period while the
Prime Minister was speaking, but
whether it is that my hearing has
got much worse than it was during
the year or whether the Prime Minis­
ter gave the same address that I had 

the pleasure of hearing a year ago I
don't know, but it strikes me after
reading some comment and hearing
from my colleagues of it that it is an
absolute reversal of the policy and in­
tention of Mr. Squires at that time. I
did, hear Mr. Samson make some at­
tempt to justify his vote and I did
hear Mr. Warren who I am sorry is
not here now. I was struck with the
only reason he attempted to give the
House and I took it down. I am glad
to see that Mr. Warren has returned
as he will be able to correct me if I
am wrong. As follows: —

Might I ask Mr. Warren if he re­
members whether these words were
his.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Words to that effect.

MR. WALSH.—Now if that was so
or is so now and I agree with him it is
so that Government control of public
utilities has never been successful in
any country not alone Canada and the
United States, but might I remind him
that the history of Canada and the
United States in connection with the
railroad was before this House last
year. Despite that this House, not
this House but the Government after
this House closed last year, took over
control of the railway. I say Sir, that
this was the time for Mr. Warren to
have given vent to his opinion, and
acted upon the statement he made
here the other night. Again during
the whole time that the Government
was in control of the railroad, this
was the time to get in consultation
with inside or outside contractors, in
case the Reid Nfld. Co. would not be
able to take it over again when the
Government term had expired, and
even if you were not successful you
would be able to say well, we asked
for tenders and were turned down, we
communicated with reputable rail­
road men outside the country but af­
ter they had investigated the matter 
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they would not have anything to do
with it. If you had done this there
would be some excuse but no, the
Government made no such attempt.
From correspondence tabled a day or
two ago since the debate closed we
find that in the speech made by Mr.
Reid before a Committee of Council,
it states that Reid on behalf of him­
self or his Company, nor the Prime
Minister on behalf of the Government
made no attempt. Sir Michael Cash­
in in the early days of this debate
said that until such time as the Gov­
ernment were prepared to come in
and show the House and the country
where we propose to get the million
and a half dollars to assit the Reids,
until it can be shown that the Colony
can afford it

These men were transported to
Badger and the vast amount of money
spent on this could have been better
spent on work in their own district.
Dr. Jones pleaded on behalf of his
constituents who are not fishing and
are being deprived of this employ­
ment. The Nova Scotia Steel Company
on Bell Island has closed down and
that means a pretty blue look up for
those men who have only a ten dollar
bill in their homes at the present
time. Most of us here are well able
to provide for the wants of those de­
pending upon us but there are thou­
sands outside this House who are at
a loss to know how they are going to
provide the wherewithal to have them
from destruction. I am prepared to
take the statements of Sir Michael
Cashin who has been the head of the
Finance Department for many years
and no one, even his political oppon­
ents, will question the fact that judi­
ciously handled the financial affairs of
this country extremely well. And it
his statements are correct this coun­
try will not be able to give an open
order to R. H. O’Dwyer when the snow
falls. What if the country will de­

fault on the 31st December; what
about the thousands of men, women
and children who are being deprived
of the necessaries of life. While the
sun shines they can bask in it and it
takes very little to sustain them and
very little fuel and clothing is requir­
ed. But what when the cold, dreary
hungry winter comes? Every man on
the other side must realise that what
I am saying is correct. I am greatly
surprised to find all you men over
there prepared to sit down for four
months and not even attempt to get
to your feet. All you do is chew
chewing gum. I expect very little
from those who are well paid but I
am at a loss to understand why some
of the honest men on the other side
are prepared to sit down and listen to
men appeal on behalf of those men
from which they and myself sprung.
The appeals have fallen on deaf ears.
When it comes to a matter of voting
away $1,500,000 to the Reids you are
lax in your responsibilities.

When it comes to giving away $10,-
000 to some fellow who drifts in here
to that kind of fellow who says when
he gets outside the Narrows that “We
are too green to burn” you seem to be
all alive to his interest and forget the
desires and wishes of your constitu­
ents. There are men on the other side
who are not too green to burn. There
are men on the other side who will
reap their reward when this Bill pass­
es. I know that is an insinuation. This
man Collishaw who has figured so oft­
en if often mentioned here, and then
those on the other side smile, but his
tracks have been well covered. But
our suspicions were well founded and
we have discovered the nigger in the
wood pile. Since he came amongst us
he has developed into a rich man. Pre­
vious to his coming here he had been
selling oil, butter and soap in his na­
tive town. He had still the impudence
to tell Mr. Martin that he would not
export any pit props as he controlled
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(he railroad. If lie had made that
statement to me there would have been
very little of Collishaw left. We have
had enough of interference by such an
intriguer. It is a curious fact that at
all hours of the night one can see Col­
lishaw emerging from the houses of
those closely Identified with the move
ments of the Government. It does not
take a lot of brains to make the con­
nection as Mr. Archibald put It. He
has a lot of interest in the whole out­
fit. He was appointed by the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries to represent
poor old Newfoundland at Washington
The Government was afraid to tabli.
the amount of his expenses. When the
House closes Collishaw will be quick
enough to run to the Treasury to get
his quota of the people’s money. I
want to say right now, that I do not
think that the Prime Minister with all
his faults would have been a party to
all these transactions, had it not been
for the fact that he depend^ upon his
remaining in this House upon the
friends of Collishaw. It would be much
better for the country if the Prime
Minister was independent enough to
tell such individuals as the Collishaw
♦ype to get about their business. With
regard to this very important commis­
sion on which this mysterious Colli­
shaw was we find that Sir Edgar Bow
ring who has returned has been inter­
viewed by the reporter of the Evening
Telegram. This has bearing upon the
Bill before the House, (reads). I think
this House is the proper place to dis­
cuss such important matters as this
and if you cannot listen or stay in
here let you get home and go fishing
and farming as the case may be. I feet
like reading this article again for the
benefit of those who were not present.
(reads). I am glad that the sugges­
tions of the honourable members on
this side of the House have been borne
out by the last paragraph of Sir Edgar
Bowring’s report. The members on
this side pointed out that such men as
Devine, Collishaw and Grenfell were 

not qualified for such an undertaking.
But I am not prejudiced against De­
vine and I can say both he and his
colleagues cannot accuse me of hitting
below the belt. I have great respect
for Devine. But he was not the prop­
er man to discuss this tariff bill at
Washington. The honourable Minister
of Marine was the proper man. He is
responsible for ruining the European
markets, and this was an opportunity
to undo what he had done. But he was
cute enough to be able to discern that
any attempt by him would meet with
the same failure as any by Devine and
Collishaw. The men of New England
and Alaska were Interested in this pro­
tective tariff bill, and the Ministef
knew all the men attending the con­
ference were big men, and read the
papers containing attacks upon him.
They knew that owing to his mad and
insane policy and by the government
submitting to it, that the fishery of
Newfoundland had been destroyed.
Therefore he knew that he would be
looked upon as a joke.

I would like to see it and no doubt
we will have the report and a further
chance to deal with this important
piece of legislation. I regret to say
that as I see it Newfoundland is stag­
gering under a load which it is impos­
sible for a country with a population
of a quarter million to pay off. They
cannot pay the enormous amount of
taxes that are piling up, and by this
Bill you are putting on extra burdens,
and it will be, as said by the gentlemen
on this side, the last straw which will
break the camels bac’k. The Hon.
Prime Minister had lots to say about
taxation in his Manifesto. Let us see
for a moment how his promises in this
document agree with his performances,
and those of his Government since
they took office. And remember Mr.
Chairman. I only resurrect this im­
portant item of Education to try and
point out to this Committee the abso­
lutely opeless position the father of 
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that document must feel in when he
submits to the vicious legislation we
are considering this afternoon. On
page 14 the document refers to taxa­
tion

(reads manifesto)
In other words every man, woman

and child has a capital tax of $30 a
year.

(reads again.)
Now there is a very attractive sen­

tence and I have no doubt, but the fa­
ther of the document was sincere
when he wrote the statement and ex­
pected a response from the people not
controlled by the F.P.U. that would en
able him to put his theory in practice.
I am fair enough to concede that for
him. I do not believe he manufactured
this with the express purpose of throw
ing dust in the eyes of the people in
Crder to ride to power. But the facts
of the last 20 months have proven to
ail, even his colleagues who were open
to conviction, that the practice is dir­
ectly opposite to what he put before
the people. Taxation is a subject
which covers all* departments of the
country and is the means whereby ev­
erything is derived to run the ship of
State, fn 1919 it cost $36 per head for
education and families were paying
from $300 to $400 taxation. Now look
at the expenditures and extravagances
since the unfortunate Nov. 15th when
the present Government took power. In
consideration of any lady or gentleman
who was not in this Chamber, I will re
peat for their benefit that when Sir
M. P. Cashin went out he left 4 mil­
lions of a nest egg for the rainy day
and any man that had the slightest
vision must have seen that that day
was inevitable. Like all other coun­
tries we were about to be faced with
the period of reonstrution. Sir M. I.
Cashin and his Government were wise
enough and Newfoundlanders enough
to put by for the rainy day. The Gov­
ernment now in control took office on
Nov. 15th. They were just back after
being supoprted enthusiastically. They 

came back and in their big-heartednesa
tried to pay back some of the leading
people to whom they owed their suc­
cess and to fling out right and left the
money to those who had brought grist
to the political mill. Now after they
have been in office 20 months we find
ourselves bankrupt—absolutely bank­
rupt. When the House was convened
3 or 4 months ago, they undertook to
raise a loan and though they did raise
it, as charged by the ex-Premier, it
was done under false pretences. If
these questions go on the Order Pa­
per day after day, you will find that
this country will not be an attractive
proposition as a borrower. We now
find that this G millions has all been
spent. Mr. Chairman, I would like to
draw attention to the document passed
me by Mr. Sullivan. If the signature
is alright, I will say no more on this
subject

MR. SULLIVAN—It is correct.
MR. WALSH—I now have the abso­

lute assurance of the answer to my re­
quest

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I would
like to see the memorandum to which
the member refers.

MR. WALSH—Here it is.
Colinet Road,

That matter will be alright.
(Sgd.) W. F. COAKER.

July 22nd, 1921.
Witness—R. Hibbs.
MR. WALSH—I hope the Hon. Prime

Minister will not go back on what the
Hon. Minister of Marine concedes. I
will now take my seat and am glad to
register my vote against the Bill
brought in as the result of the reso­
lutions. I voted against them the oth­
er day, and I still hope some men will
be found to dig up what I have missed
and that some on the other side will
be so interested in Newfoundland as to
register themselves against the meas­
ure.

MR VINNICOMBE—Before this goes
through Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
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have a few words on It. I know It is
not pleasant for the Hon. Prime Min­
ister to have to sit and listen to tne
remarks of Mr. Higgins who was dub­
bed Reids’ Solicitor, but has proved
himself a true Newfoundlander at
heart. He was vilified as Reids’ Soli­
citor and when he spoke here the Hon.
Prime Minister left the House, but to­
day he happened to be in his seat, and
I know he felt uncomfortable when Mr.
Higgins made his address. The other
day I asked if the members knew of
any proposition and they said no. They
were voting on Bury’s report. Later it
was said by the Hon. Prime Minister
some proposition would be put up, and
then they realized they were kept in
the dark. I know you do not like to
vote for this Bill, and I am sorry Mr.
Walsh has taken his seat, but now we
have the opportunity to keep the
House open till the 1st of August. All
of you should say something on this
Bill.

MR. SAMSON—You are not anxious
about the Regatta.

MR. VINNICOMBE—No, but we are
anxious about the money for the Rail­
way. The Reid Nfld. Co. are now run­
ning it. Who is going to pay for this
month’s work? I’d like to ask the Hon.
Minister of Marine, if this Bill is re­
jected—and some of you have New­
foundland blood as I know—who will
pay for the railway.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—The com­
pany was ordered by the Government
to operate it.

MR. VINNICOMBE—You understood
beforehand that the Bill would be pas
sed.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—If they
were not told to run it the road would
be stopped.

MR. VINNICOMBE—Mr. Samson
said that if something better were
brought forward he would vote for it,
but how could he do so when you had
given your word to the Reids that the
Bill would pass. I do not think we
should pay for this months’ operations

In connection with this Bill the other
night I asked as to the reduction of
wages. In this Bill here we have no
control of what they can do with the
workers and they are figuring out the
advantages for next year, they will in­
crease the freight rates etc.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—It is here
—the passenger rates and reduction of
wages. The people will not be able to
buy even fuel this winter, and I am
interested in the people. “The saving
due to reduction of wages”—if we have
money to give the railway we should
have a say as to how it is to be spent
The man in the machine shops are un­
der dogs as you would call them and
they should be looked after, and not
be cut. You know that as a result of
the ’Longshoremens’ strike the merch­
ants realized that prices were not go­
ing down. They would be, but for the
taxes which are being kept up. I do
not think it fair for you to say that
this was going through as Mr. Sam­
son wanted to see the proposals. I
think that was a big undertaking for
the Hon. Prime Minister or the Hon.
Minister of Marine to tell them that.

MR. SAMSON—It would be a bigger
preposition to close down the road.

MR. VINICOMBE—I do not want to
see it closed either. You said you
would keep their nose to the grinding
stone. You have vilified every man on
this side.

MR. SAMSON—We vilified no man.
MR. TARGETT—That belongs to

your side of the House, not ours.
MR. VINICOMBE—You are part and

parcel of the government though you
are F.P.U. men and didn’t the Advo­
cate vilify us.

MR. SAMSON—I am not responsible
for the Advocate.

MR VINICOMBE—You are under the
leadership of Sir R. A. Squires and you
all know how we were vilified in Hr.
Main. Now (Mr. Targett said if M. P.
Cashin was going to give the Reids 10
millions but he was sincere and knew
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the Reids wanted it. But the Hon.
Prime Minister knew the same, but
wanted to bring grist to their mill, and
said he would put the Reids out of
business. The Hon. Minister of Fi­
nance went into politics for nothing
else, but to put the Reids down ana
out, but the Hon. Prime Minister in­
troduced the Bill to give them the mo­
ney. I am not against giving it, but
to give it on the report of Bury, a
thing of only three lines from a man
who was here only 3 days, is not good
enough. I do not see how any New­
foundlander can cast his vote for it.
The honorable member for Placentia,
Mr. Walsh, has asked the Minister of
Works about the work at Badger The
Hon. Prime Minister has said that
some men from St. John’s East have
gone out there. I would like to ask
how many.

MINISTER OF WORKS—I do not
know.

MR. VINICOMBE—Mr. Walsh said
the members on the other side know
where their constituents will get off,
and I know where mine will get off—
they will get off with starvation star­
ing them in the face. There is no fish
at Torbay, Flatrock and other points
and now it is the 22nd of July.

Mr. Chairman, in my remarks this
afternoon I spoke of what Mr. Walsh
said of himself and other members as
to where their constituents are going
to get off. I know where our consti­
tuents are going to get off. There is
no fish at Torbay or Outercove and
here it is, the 22nd of July, and we
have a crowd of able-bodied men look­
ing to us for employment to keep them
selves and their families from starving
These men cannot be employed on Mu­
nicipal works because they reside out­
side the city limits and do not. pay
taxes. Mr. Bennett has spoken of the
work on the West End roads, and here
I must say, in justice to the Prime Min
ister that he is doing fine work on
Thorburne Road. At Bell Island the
Dominion Iron Steel Co. have three

ships a week taking cargoes and the
s x or seven hundred men employed by
the companies get only three half days
work a week. This of course is very
little good to them or their families,
and we have men over from the Island
looking for money to start work there,
but we have no money to give them.
The Prime Minister tells us that some
men from St. Johns’ East have been
sent to Badger, but why send men
from St. John’s East or anywhere else
to Badger, when there is plenty of
work needing to be done in their own
districts. I appeal now for a share of
that money for St. John’s East, not
merely because it is being given out,
but because the people need work
Bcwring Bros, gave out a little sup­
plies to start the fishery at Flatrock
and vicinity, but as that has turned
out a failure, they will not give any
more and anyone who knows St. John’s
East knows that it is an unusual sight
to see so many fishermen looking for
work at this time of year. We are
here giving a million and a half dol­
lars to the Reids to run the railroad,
but why not spend it to connect up the
country with good carriage roads. I
know the Chairman approves of that
idea because he is a highwayman. I
do not mean now that he is a highway­
man in the common acceptance of the
term, but he is a man who has know
ledge and interest in the subject of
roads. With regard to the Resolutions, I
told the Prime Minister that tn’s Agree
ment should start from August 1st and
extend to the end of June, and then pay
the Reids $1,375,000 instead of $1,500,-
000. In this way we would save $125,-
000, but now I find that they are gett­
ing paid for this month, I also appeal
ed to the Executive to see that the Reid
Nfld. Co. did not reduce the wages oi
their employees, but I find that they
have made a reduction of 20 per cent.
This is an outrage and should not be
tolerated. The Opposition has been
looked upon as hanging up this House,
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but I think it is lucky for the country
that the Opposition has such long-
winded men because we are seeing
new developments every day that we
would know nothing about if the Gov­
ernment had been allowed to rush mat
ters thru as they wanted to. Mr. Walsh
has succeeded in getting some work
for his constituents, and has got a
guarantee from the Minister of Fisher­
ies.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISHER­
IES—It was guaranteed by the Prime
Minister.

MR VINICOMBE—Oh, you are Prime
Minister then. I congratulate you. T
always thought that you were the
real Prime Minister. The agreement
was read out here this afternoon, and
it read something like this "I guaran­
tee the work will be done” signed W.
F. Coaker, witness: R. Hibbs.

They sent for Sir George Bury, but
didn’t the Prime Minister send to Sir
W. D. Reid to send down Sir George
Bury. Now Mr. Coaker, aren’t you try
ing to haul it over the Prime Minis­
ter? You can be sure of it that the
Prime Minister, is trying to haul it ov
er you. Now, Sir, I think we should
give some guarantee to the men who
are working on the line. It is only
fair that those two or three thousand
men should be given a guarantee Then
you call yourselves the Reform Gov­
ernment; a reformatory should be
built for every one of you.

Now, Mr. Chairman. I am going to
take my seat, but I have no mind to
take my seat because you have not
answered a civil question for me to­
night. I am looking to Dr. Barnes to
be a man. x Never mind what the oth­
ers say to you. If it is a job you are
looking for, I will see that you get a
job. Mr. Coaker gave Mr. Walsh this •
afternoon a guarantee of a $75,000
road, witnessed'by Mr. Hibbs. He said
the Prime Minister gave it, then he
must be Prime Minister. I was going
to talk ten minutes when I got up, but
your conduct is enough to drive a man

off his head.' As long as they will not
tell me how much money they have
spent on the road, I am going to ap­
peal to you, Mr. Jennings, to see that
there is no discrimination. To-day
there were eight men who wanted to
get work in St. John’s East They
wanted me to give them work on the
Council, but I had to tell them that no
Outport men could get work on the
Council. You can’t give a poor man
a day’s work, but you can give a mil­
lion and a half to the Reids.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Chairman, just be­
fore this sorry chapter of a sorry
story goes through I would like to
have a word to say, whether in the
way of malediction or benediction it
is for those who are in charge to say.
When the present Government went
to the country in 1919, when nothing
was too bad to say about the Reids
and their associates, when the main
cries against the late administration
was their association with the Reids,
when you realize there was a. pledge
to make the Reids live up to their
contract and the fact that the Prime
Minister was a personal enemy of the
Reids, then we have big grounds for
supposing that there must be some big
reason for the sudden change of the
present Government and their present
generosity for that company. When a
government is elected on a manifesto,
then the government elected has a
direct mandate from the people to fol­
low that course and no other.

We have to come to the conclusion
now that it is almost certain that ev­
ery Department under the control of
the Government is in debt. Take the
information that strayed along a few
weeks ago with regard to the Militia
Department. You might search the
Budget from beginning to end and
you would not find any reference to •
the Militia Department or to any de­
ficit that might occur in the books, but
it suddenly appears the other night
that the Department is overdrawn at 



1046 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

least one hundred thousand dollars. Is
there any reason therefore why • the
people of the country should not ask
themselves if strict accounting were
taken to-morrow in every branch of
the Civil Service, would we not find
that the accounts have been cooked
and that the condition of the country
financially is even bluer than the bit­
terest antagonist of the Government
thinks. We have had statements
made here to the effect that the loan
raised six weeks ago was obtained up­
on a fictitious financial statement and
those statements have been made re­
peatedly and gone unchallenged.
There has been no official contradic­
tion of the fact and the people are
justified in thinking that not alone has
this Administration been guilty of
heinous offences against public de­
cency in defiance of the wishes of the
people but that they have been guilty
of fraud that if they were acting in a
private capacity they would be in the
penitentiary for now. There is no
doubt in the world that you never
would have obtained that loan had the
true position of the country been dis­
closed to the prospective investors. I
don’t believe that you would find any­
body sufficiently gullible to advance
this country that fabulous sum of
money if they knew that our finances
were at such a low ebb as they unfor­
tunately are to-day and then we all re­
member the hue arid cry raised co­
incidentally with the raising of this
loan a statement was communicated to
one of the New York papers and the
Government flew into a passion, the}'
suggested immediately that the hidden
hand was again at work and they sent
the statement to the New York Tri­
bune with malicious intent to dis­
credit the country, but there was one
significant fact in this connection and
that was that no attempt was made
to dispute the facts set out in that'
statement The Government took the 

position that the disclosure of these
facts was sufficient to destroy any
hope of floating a loan. Now they did
not deny the statement but they said it
would be sufficient to prevent these
New York investors from investing
their money in the bonds of this coun­
try. What was that but a tanta­
mount admission of this statement
that if the true position of the coun­
try were known we would not get the
credit we were after. We need go no
further than the action of the Govern­
ment in connection with that article
to come to the conclusion that they
knew that the only way to obtain that
loan was to rig a statement of this
country’s finances. They were guilty
of fraud. They took these New York
investors in and they had no right to
do it. They committed a grossly im­
moral act because neither a Govern­
ment nor an individual is entitled in a
position of that sort to deceive the
people from whom he is attempting
to get concessions, and the people in
charge of that loan are morally guilty
to-day of fraud, and they cannot at­
tempt in any way to wriggle out of
that position because they were not
acting in a private capacity but as a
Government. Therefore when we re­
member these things we are not sur­
prised to find in the passing of this
bill evidence of what heretofore has
been merely a well founded suspicion
that the promises made to the elect­
orate in 1919 were merely made to de­
ceive the’people, and in' making them
you had neither the prospect nor the
intention of carrying them out, and
having gained power by the practice of
such deception you paid no further
attention to these pledges or to your
obligations to the people who sent you
here, but having the power you pro­
ceeded immediately to cater to your
own selfish and personal desires and
cared not the snap of your finger
what became of the country that bore 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 1047

you. We need no apology nor excuse
nor have we to make one for talking
on this subject, because I believe that
time will show that the proposition
which is about to pass in this House
to-night, the measure that by a party
vote is about to bind the people of the
country irrevocably for a certain
period is not alone one of the most
nefarious transactions ever undertak­
en by this or any other Government
in the history of the country, but is
one that is almost sure to work harm
and hardship to the already overburd­
ened people of the Dominion.

You cannot find one tittle of justifi­
cation for your action to-night. You
have on the Statute Book an Act
known as the Railway Act. Under that
Act the railway service of the coun­
try is operated by contractors. The
country is pledged to do its part to­
wards those contractors, and they to­
wards the country, and without even
taking the trouble to consider the full
effect of that contract, without making
any attempt to find out the true posi­
tion of Newfoundland under that con­
tract you proceed with this course of
action, and you defy the people and
tell them that although they want one
thing that you. will do the other, and
you go to the already over taxed
treasury of the country and take out
another million and a half dollars
and hand it to the Reid Nfld. Co., and
you say to these contractors we re­
cognize that you have obligations un­
der this contract you entered into
twenty years ago. You have broken
your pledges and it is up to the Gov­
ernment to institute proceedings
against you, but for some reason
which we don’t intend to disclose to
you we are going to pay no attention
to that contract to regard it as null
and void and take up some other plan
for the performance of a service that
in all truth these people have been
well paid for. Now the railway con­

tract of the country either exists or
it does not exist. While it is there on
the Statute Book I think it is reason-
abe to say this country is bound by
it. and while it is there it is a corol­
lary of that principle that the con­
tractors are bound by it. If it is the
position and the fact that that con­
tract is no longer of any further ser­
vice to the country is it not the pro­
per thing to do to come down here
and be frank with the people and say
yes, we realize that there is a con­
tract in existence but circumstances
have shown that the contractors can­
not keep to that contract, we will
have to frame up some other workable
scheme for the continuance of that
service. But you don’t do that you
allow that contract to remain in ef­
fect, and you go behind the people
and you enter into a fresh agreement
with the Reids. Now there is no dis­
senting voice to the proposition that
the railway in Newfoundland should
be a workable service, but I don’t
think on serious consideration of the
whole situation that anyone will ques­
tion this fact, that if we cannot get
the railway contract performed by
the Reid Nfld. Co. under present con­
ditions we should rescind it and start
afresh. The making of contracts like
the one now before the House is mere­
ly piling up disadvantages upon New­
foundland, rendering almost certain
this fact that you are complicating and
further complicating the situation,
that it is your duty to clarify and
clear up at once.

I was surprised the other night
when the Minister of Justice in his at­
tempt to justify the action of the Gov­
ernment, took the position that he was
opposed to Government control of the
railway, because he said the experi­
ence of the world has shown that a
loss is certain, and my mind went
back to August the fifth last year,
when that very same gentleman was
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the one who drafted the Minute of
Council, under which the Government
took control of the railway situation
of the country, and I said where Is
your consistency now, because the ex-

| perience of the world in regard to
I Government control of public utilities

; j was perhaps more evident last sum-
' mer than it is to-day, and therefore

that evidence was before the Minis­
ter, and he must have known when
he was drafting that agreement under
which the Government in defiance of
the wishes of the people took charge
of the railway, he must have known
that he was landing Newfoundland
in a position where a tremendous loss
would have to be shouldered by her,
and I was surprised because if I cred­
ited anyone with bona fides it was the
Minister of Justice, and I don’t be-

/ lieve to-night as I speak to you Sir,
that the Minister of Justice believed
what he was saying the other night,
I don’t think he believes in this con­
tract, I believe that he realises it is
placing Newfoundland in a terrible
position, which is bound to work to
her disadvantage, and I am sorry that
he has not the courage of his convic­
tions, to come in here and say, “No
this Bill will not pass.” I think his
words were: “I am opposed to Gov­
ernment control of railways.” It is a
pity Sir, you did not have a similar
opinion last year. I wonder whether
the hon. gentleman has been driven
into this position. We all remember
the comment made in the early part of
this session when contrary to all
methods of procedure in such cases,
when information with regard to the
railway policy of the Government aa
Sir Michael Cashin said was drawn
from the Government like you draw a
tooth, and that Minute of Council was
laid upon the table of the House, all
over its face was spread the fact that
this agreement was drawn by the AG
torney General. The public asked why 

should the fact that the Attorney Gen­
eral drew up that document be agist­
ed and we were uncharitable enough
to say that his kindly and well-inten­
tioned colleagues were taking good
care that the sin which was bound to
attach to the Administration that com­
mitted such a heinous wrong against
the public trust would have to be
shouldered by him as well, they were
taking good care that he would not
have a loophole to escape, and join
his views with the Opposition with
regard to Government control of the
railroad. They knew he was of the
same opinion then as he is now and
they did not want to let him have a
single pretext in this year of grace
1921 to say, yes, I am opposed to the
Government controlling this railroad,
and I don’t intend to vote for this
measure, I had no hand, act or word
in what took place last year, and with
a clear conscience I can go before my
people and say I don’t intend to sup­
port this administration because they
are doing something contrary to the
wishes of the people, and to-day that
gentleman is in the unfortunate posi­
tion that he is' opposing the very
principle that last year he advocated
and took part in. I listened to him
the other night and I realized that he
was only half hearted in his apology
for this proposition. He realises that
it is a wrong, a deliberate .wrong upon
the people of Newfoundland, but his
shortsightedness last year prevents
him from taking the independent stand
he otherwise would have taken in re­
gard to this matter, this unjustifiable
trafficking of the rights of the people.
As a lawyer he should and must know
the exact position of Newfoundland
under these various contracts with
the Reid Nfld. Co. It is part of his
duty as a responsible Minister con­
trolling the administration of the laws
of the country, and the protection of
its interests, to see that the obligations 
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due to her by third parties are car­
ried out to the letter and he to-night
should be in, the position to say

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN,—I rise to
a point of order. There is no quorum
here. Is it the" intention to abandon

■ it, if it is you should put up a notice
to that effect.

MR. FOX.—Is there any use in ask­
ing you to get a quorum. Haven't you
a bell you could ring? Don’t you
think you should appoint a special
committee to see if.the people outside
are dead. Certainly it is in keeping
with the way affairs are conducted
that when Legislation of a serious na­
ture like this is being discussed, mem­
bers of the Government should leave
the House. You ask a stranger who
is visiting the House for the first
time what impression he carries away
with him, and he will tell you it is a
recognition of the indifference of the
Government. In numerous instances
that fact has been given out to me in
conversation with people who have
visited this House for the first time.
You have no idea how you are writing
your own epitaph as indifferent in­
competent men. You sit there day
after day and not one of you has the
courage or public spirit to get up and
express an opinion. I almost feel in­
clined to go down to the bookstore
and buy a copybook with the deaf and
dumb alphabet to see whether with
the aid of that knowledge it would be
possible to expect an expression of
opinion from you. Ordinary language
fails in this respect. Every attempt
made so far has been a dismal failure.
I wonder whether you know our lan­
guage at all. You heard some years
ago of the terrible scourge that swept
over the Southern and Eastern coun­
tries,, it was called the Sleeping Sick­
ness. I am wondering to-night wheth­
er Newfoundland has not had a visit­
ation of that pestilence, although I am
devoutly thankful that the Bascillus 

has taken care to work its ravages on
the left of the Speaker.

This was the Bill on consideration
of which we might well expect an in­
dividual expression of opinion. When
the controlling factor in the Govern­
ment sat on this side of the House we
heard nothing but abuse of the Reids.
We had the Minister of Works and
other.holy men rise up here like the
Phoenix from the ashes and almost
lift the roof with their fulminations
against the all devouring octopus, the
Reid Nfld. Co. You said we will put
them in their places when we get into
power and see that once and for all
the yoke is lifted from the necks of
the people of Newfoundland. Last
year you raised no protest against the
scheme with the Reids but arranged
it behind closed doors last August af­
ter the House closed. It is not writ­
ten that a single one of the Govern­
ment rose and gave forth the views
that he had given utterance to the
year before. No, because the leader
of the mannikins on the stage pulled
the string and you bobbed up and. he
pulled it again and you sat down. It

' was not worth your while, you risked
too much; politically your career was
not worth a snap of my fingers if you
attempted to step over the traces be­
cause he would say, ‘‘go no further.”
It is a pretty way you take noticd of
the desire to further the interests of
Newfoundland. It is a sorry way in­
deed—you had your ears open last
year but it is not recorded that you
had your mouths though you heard the
Opposition ask what you were going
to do about the railway. They were
concentrating on it to straighten out
the tangle and to see that all inform­
ation was brought here to this House
and given to the people who sent you
here on the policy of putting the Reids
in their place. You allowed your lead­
ers to close the House and in secret
chamber to formulate a policy and
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draw up a plan that was nothing less
than the outraging of the best in-
terests of the people. Last year the
country was sold body and soul and
you are as guilty to-night as if your­
selves went down to the Treasury
and took the 2% millions, and this
year because the party whip cracks
you sit there and allow your leaders
to put through the other contract that
means a denial to the people of New­
foundland of the rights that are theirs
and once more the people of the Col­
ony have to dip in the box and feed
what you one time termed the octopus
which was strangling the life blood
out of the people of Newfoundland.
You are doing what is contrary to the
wishes of the people and the promises
given. They do not want you to mon­
key with this thing; they sent you
here on a definite policy, as a leader
pledged to put the Reids in their
places and if the contract was un­
workable to clear up the dirty mess
which you were so glad to disclose
to the eyes of the public through the
press and platform when you were
seeking votes, to start afresh and show
the people when you got in power that
all would be changed. You are not
alone attempting this to-night, to put
through this nefarious scheme but you
have not common decency to get oft’
your couches in the Speaker’s room
and come here and take your seats
and at least by your presence con­
tinue the bluff that you have a duty
to perform and are doing it. If you
had a particle of shame or self re­
spect you never would have stood for
4 months the laceration that almost
daily you have suffered. You have
not the courage of a tom-tit. Do you
mean to say that any full blooded
men would allow their shame to be
exposed to the public as it has been
done the last 4 months and take it ly­
ing down. You well merit the con­
demnation of the pubic for the way 
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in which you have outraged their in­
terests and further you merit their
contempt and there is nothing worse
in this wide world than to have to
realize you are held in contempt. If
a question is asked as to whether or
not the criticism levelled at you for
your inaction and indifference to the
public needs is right, and a justifica­
tion is sought, there is no clearer evi­
dence to be gained than the act of
one of your own members who driven
mad by the flagrant violation of the
interests of the people who sent you
here, no longer would sit with you
but took his seat in the centre of the
Chamber. You can never recover
from the blow; that was the worst
blow you could possibly receive—the
action of Mr. Archibald a few weeks
ago in shaking off the contamination
you were spreading even to him. The
manner in which he exposed your
acts of omission and commission was
greater than all the utterances of your
antagonists since you took office be­
cause he was one of yourselves and
said you were incompetent, indiffer­
ent and incapable. He attended your
party meetings and had a knowledge
of what you had done, was the best
informed man to be asked for an opin­
ion of you and he gave expression to
that opinion, and not alone has he ex­
pressed himself disgusted with you
but ridiculed you and held you up to
the contempt of the people whom you
outraged. As I listened to him hold
you up, I asked myself what you
were made of. He made you cut a
sorry spectacle. Not even your own
self-conceit can blind you to the fact
that you are not only held in silent
but in outspoken contempt. And now
we are attending in a sense the last
rites of the poor corpse known as
the Treasury of Newfoundland; per­
forming the last rites over her dead
body, putting the finishing touch to the
work of the past year. Last year you

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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lost no chance to squander the peo-
pie’s money, you fattened off them
yourself and no wonder you sit and
put up with what we have given you
for 4 monhts; no wonder you soothe
yourselves with the $1,000 balm you
gave yourselves last year, your ears
were soothed by the sound of the dol­
lars and the people can starve but
you will see that yourselves do not.
You can hear the cries of the suffer­
ing In every quarter but there is not a
whimper from you and you may well
close your ears as you have well pro­
tected yourselves. When the day of
reckoning comes the people will re­
member, and I hope the dark days
will be short—but the public memory
is long and when you go back to them
you will be asked to harken back to
1921 when you left the people to
starve because your own stomach were
filled. Therefore adieu to all hope
for the country because to-night you
are tying the millstone around her
neck that will sink her. It not only
means 1% millions—bad though it be
—but you give scope to spend perhaps
2 millions more on capital account.
That contract will not be bought for
1% millions—it will more likely be
three. There is no hope of Newfound­
land recuperating the loss she is go­
ing to suffer. I wonder how the oth­
er members can stand it. Sorry
though your plight is, terrible
though the spectacle is, the apathy
displayed touches one to the quick—
HI fares the land, to hastening ills a

prey
Where wealth accumulates and men

decay.
I wonder where our manhood is

gone and it must be decaying because
what is happening now would not
happen 25 years ago. Then if you had
a Government indifferent to the people
you would have a people who would
see that if you did not look to their
interests they would look to them 

themselves. And in the days of our
forefathers you could never steal 114
milions as now. I do not know which
is the worse, the insanity and incom­
petency of you or the apathy of the
people whom you are daily outraging
more and more. Now before I sit
down I wish to refer to the matter of
that road and it is well that it should
be discussed in connection with the
railway as it is merely a corollary be­
cause it is evidence you do not con­
sult the House on anything you take
up. We all know how you raided and
pilfered the Treasury of this country
last year; like thieves in the dark you
went and took what you liked. And
further you would do it again. A few
days ago without the consent of this
House you entered upon a construc­
tive programme in the woods which
will cost us some $400,000 or $500,000.
You are spending $5,000 a day on a
road which starts nowhere and goes
nowhere. You have 1500 or 2,000
men engaged on the road from Badger
to Springdale and the only work they
do is keeping the mosquitoes from
biting them to death. It is no good
to the country but is being put there
because it is part and parcel of your
political indifference. Now that gen­
tleman—the late lamented in the
words of the obituary—the Minister of
Works, arose in his seat here recent­
ly and stated you had taken $500,000
out of the public Treasury and de­
voted it to the purposes of the big
body to the North against the inter­
ests of Newfoundland, but that one
cent of it did not go within the walls
of his district. And he was proud be­
cause he could state that fact. Where
does he stand to-night when this
$400,000 is being carried out in his
district. But there are men in my dis­
trict who are without their break­
fast. I have had them into my own
office begging to give them something
for God’s sake. Their wives and lit-
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tie ones are starving and the Govern­
ment is doing nothing. There is work
here to be done—necessary public
work—and you need go no further
than the Battery to see it. The road
there is in such a condition that it is
risking life and limb to pass over it
in the dark. I know of doctors re­
fusing to go over the Upper or Low­
er Battery roads in answer to sick
calls at night owing to the danger of
breaking a limb or losing their lives.
And do you think the Government
would spend even 100 cents to put a
decent retaining wall there. No—
thejr would not; because this is St.
John’s East and the people there did
not lie down and let you put the yoke
on them in 1918.

And, therefore, St. John’s East to­
night has to pay the price. While I
occupy a seat in this House I intend
to speak as I speak to-night, without
fear, favor or affectation, and I up­
braid the Government before the eyes
of my people for the utter neglect
manifested by them of the interests
of those who sent them here as their
representatives. How many of our

1 people have been sent to Badger?
Does his silent highness know? Would
he vouchsafe a reply to the people of
St. John's East or must we approach
him in sackcloth and ashes and with
bowed heads ask him in all humility
to give us the information we desire?
Will he grant me a reply to that
question now? Mr. Chairman, I ask
you to ask him and I pause for a
reply.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Put your question on the Order Paper.

MR. FOX.—Now, mark you this,
here we have the Minister of Public
Works, the man in charge of the
work, and when he is asked a simple
question dealing with his department
he says "put it on the, Order Paper,”
but he did not stick so strictly to the
rules and formalities when he en­

tered upon this work without the
sanction of this Chamber. He com­
mits this country, without question or
hesitation, to the expenditure of half
a million dollars but when he is ask­
ed how many men are.employed from
one district or another he wants the
rules carried out before he will deign
to answer. I shall put that question
on the Order Paper, Mr. Chairman,
and then I shall have a few more
words to say to him on the subject.
There is no justification whatever for
that road, particularly when we re­
alize the necessity that exists for the
performance of public works in the
City where, too, poverty is rampant.
Walk down our streets and there you
will see sights that would chill the
blood in your veins; you will hear the
piteous cries of starving adults and
helpless children asking for bread.

The Government cannot help them
but they can spend three or four hun­
dred thousand dollars building a road
thru the woods, and the Minister o£
Public Works assents to it not be­
cause it is necessary hut because it is
in Twillingate district and because his
constituents will reap the benefit by it.
It is but another instance of -..he North
benefitting at the cost of the South.
Last year the $500,000 taken from the
Treasury for the purchase of fish went
North, the contracts for the cutting
of railway ties went North and when
the Standardization Act was put In
force it was strictly carried out every­
where, but in the North. The East,
West and South were pilloried, but not
so the North and now we have one oth
or instance of hundreds of thousands
of dollars gone North. The soldiers
had a sayine, when a man passed from
this earthly sphere to the world be
yond, that he was "gone west”, but
cur experience is that everything
worth while has gone North. The
thing is an outrage and even wore you
to take men from St. John's East to
send them to Badger or anywhere else,
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I should object to it because there is
work to be done right here. These
men should not be deported like crim
inals; they should not be torn from

■ the bosoms of their families, and then
you try to paliate your action by say­
ing to us "men from your district have
gone there.” How dare you deny to
them what is theirs by right when all
you had to do was open ycur eyes
which are blinded by prejudice and see
the necessary work that you could
have given these men in their own dis
trict. I shall have more to say on
this subject on another occasion; at
present I can only cypress my disap­
proval of the government’s action in
this matter and once more publicly
voice my opposition to. these Resolu­
tions whose passing will render the
more certain the ruin you have
brought upon this once prosperous and
smiling land.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Mr. Chairman, I
think I am nearly the last to addres
the House on this Bill before ft is put
to a vote. Yesterday morning the de­
bate on the Resolutions closed and the
vote on them was taken but just before
the debate finished, we succeeded in
bringing the Prime Minister and the
Minister of'justice to their feet. AI-
tho’ the discussion had lasted for for­
ty-eight hours, no reply to the ques­
tions asked by us could be got till 3
o’clock yesterday morning. The Min­
ister of Justice after a lot of pressure
had been brought to bear, got up and
mumbled a few words and then the
Prime Minister got up and apologized
in a low voice for bringing these Res­
olutions before the House. An apolo­
gy was the right thing under the cir­
cumstances. They have seen fit to
pass this in spite of the protests of the
Opposition and of them better intelli­
gence. These resolutions which are
before us now in the form of a Bill
will become law in a few minutes and
then the railway will go on In the
same old way after costing the Colony
three or four million dollars. We

■were asked by them for a way out and
we gave it to them. The way in was by
the voice of the people and when they
asked us for a way out we told them
to go back to the people as the quick­
est and most effective means of gett­
ing out of their difficulties, but black­
legs as they are, they continue to rob
the people and sell their own birth­
right for a mess of pottage All this
the Prime Minister is doing for place
and pay and the Minister of Justice
from whom better things were expect­
ed is in the same boat. The Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, the strong
man of the party, denounced the Reids
on every possible occasion but now he
is here as their saviour with his
twelve shipped men or rather his
twelve blacklegs. Now, the curtain
will’drop in a few moments and these
mc-n will vote for the Resolutions from
the Prime Minister down because they
are ordered to do so. You are here to­
night as the betrayers of your coun
try and here is the proof:

(reads Advocate)
That is the man who framed the Reso •
Jutions and whose duty it is to main­
tain law and order, a man who was
looked up to as -having something in
him, but now we find that he was ov­
erestimated. The Prime Minister has
told the House that he wired Sir Geo.
Bury asking him if he could come to
Newfoundland, but the-truth is that he
wrote or wired or sent to Sir W. D.
Reid and consulted him as to whom he
would send down here.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—That is
not true.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Did he not give
you a report covering two sheets of
fools’ cap and leave after four or five
days taking a fee of $8,000? Is that
true?

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—No, that
is not true either.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Now, this
is what the Advocate says about you.

(reads Advocate.)
Now, before we get away from this sub 
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ject, why did you Interfere with the
Reids at all; why after'twenty years
of their contract had run out did you
touch it; why did you not tell them
that if they could not run the railway
ro throw it up, and then come down
here with a Railway Policy? Instead
of that you take the Reids to your bos
om and give them a million and a hah
ot the people’s money to spend for
their own advantage and if you did not
do it, the man who sits behind you
(Mr. Coaker) did, the man who has put
Newfoundland financially on the rocks
and we are here to-night to ratify that
and to give you this million and a
halt dollars, and the reason of it all
is that the country is still asleep.

How long do you want? You are
no further to-night to bring down any
proposals than you were . twenty
months ago when you were elected to
office, and twelve months from now
the Colony will be in a worse mess,
owing to your wild cat schemes ana
extravagant expenditures. The idea
of men, supposed to have red blood
in them, standing up to vote tor this
Bill. The thing the' Prime Minister
has in the back of his Tread is Cana­
da. But what does he care about the
future of Newfoundland. Apart from
the few law books that he has, he has
no stake in this country. You stated
that long ago. Your ambition was-
to have a position in Canada, and no­
thing less than the Prime Minister­
ship, Mr. Chairman.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
Never.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—You pull
ed the wires with W. D. Reid and
then Sir George Bury was sent down
here to advise you.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
It is not so.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—It is so.
If it is not so, why don’t you bring
down the correspondence that went
on between yourself and Sir George
Bury or between somebody in Mon­
treal and Sir George Bury? You must 

have some correspondence so bring
it down and prove that I am wrong.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
There was nobody in Montreal cor-
resopnding with Sir George Bury
about railroad matters'in Newfound­
land.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—W. I>
Reid is blamed for it, and he is known
to be a close friend of Sir George
Bury’s. The story is well known to
almost everybody. Now this is all
another mares’ nest and you are call­
ing it off for a reason and that reas
on will come within the next eighteen
months. How are you going to car-
ery on the finances of the Colony?
You have not told this House how
you are going to get the interest to
be paid to the share-holders of the
country and to the debenture holders
up to the 30th of December next. You
have not given particulars as to
what you have done with that six mil
lion dollar loan. If the revenue is go
ing to continue falling behind, where
do you expect to land? You are look­
ing for a revenue of over 8 millions
for next year and you are not going
to collect more than 4. Neither you
or the Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies have made any attempt to explain
and what surprises me is that the
country is standing for it. The crime
is still worse for Mr. Coaker, who
paralyzed the trade and commerce of
the country, than it is for you. Forty
eight hours ago the Prime Minister
came in and tried to excuse Mr. Coak
er, the man who destroyed the fisher-:
ies of this country last year, and the
only thing he said on his behalf was
to have pity on him as he was physi­
cally broken down. These are not
my words, they are the words of the
Prime Minister. But before he broke
down, he broke the country down fi­
nancially and to-night he has not a
word in his cheek. Mr. Coaker de­
stroyed the country; destroyed Pen­
ny of Ramea; destroyed Harris of
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Grand Bank; destroyed Moulton of
Burgeo and he destroyed everything
and everybody he could lay his hands
on; but he took good care to sell his
own fish under false pretences. Now
these are frightful statement to
make and you know Mr. Chairman
that I would not be allowed to make
them, nor would I attempt to make
them, if they were not true. Look at
the plight the country is in tonight,
and mes coming here and voting
with their mouths closed at the crack
of a whip. I would rather beg my
bread from door to door before I
would do such a thing.

What a lovely exhibition we were
treated to this afternoon when Mr.
Walsh, the member for Placentia, ap­
pealed on behalf of his district for
road work for some four or five hun­
dred fishermen. He could not get
any definite answer from the Prime
Minister. Mr. Walsh continued speak
ing and threatened to hold up the
House. What happened? Mr. Coak­
er wanted to close off the debate to
enable him to go to Port Union, and
he went outside this Chamber in an
ante-room, wrote a note, got it wit­
nessed by Mr. Hibbs and sent it in to
Mr. Walsh saying in effect that he
would give him the money if he would
stop talking. Well then we call this
a House of Assembly, the people’s
House, and we call the leader of this
House, Prime Minister. It was the
Prime Minister’s duty there and then
to dismiss Mr. Coaker, if he had the
pluck to do it. How dare he tell a
man that he would square him, if he
would stop speaking, and how dare
he attempt to close off debate? I won­
der will the Prime Minister get up in
his place tonight and justify such
conduct. The story told by Mr. Ar­
chibald to this House of the actions
of the present government is the best
illustration of what is going on. We
are asking question day after day.
endeavouring to get information
that is necessary for the country to

know. All we get from' the Prime
Minister are quibbling replies. Take
the "President Coaker’s” cargo of
fish, now rotten somewhere in the
Mediterranean. It was purchased by
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
on his own account, but when he
found that he could not make money
on it he put it over on the govern­
ment. Then again take the cargo of
salt that was brought here by the mer
chants among whom was Mr. Coaker.
When he found that that was going
wrong also he put that over on the
Government and told the Deputy Min­
ister of Finance to make out a
cheque for the amount with the re­
sult that the Colony is losing to-day
three or four dollars a hogshead on
it. I asked for an enquiry and Mr.
Coaker wrote you Mr. Prime Minis
ter to appoint a commission of en­
quiry, but you did not do it yet be­
cause you were afraid of the disclo­
sures that were going to be made. If
1 had the time to-night I would tell
the story of the Woodford Affidavit
scandal, which~is now ancient his­
tory, that you took a prominent part
in, and I am sorry to say that if His
Excellency the Governor knew his
business he would dismiss you and
you would not be occupying the
Prime Minister’s chair in this House
to-night. I say that about the Gov­
ernor, it is hard to say, but too true.
If it was Governor Murray or any
oilier Governor that lived at Govern
ment House you would get your walk
ing ticket pretty quick. How did
yourself and another in the Upper
House crucify Mr. Woodford? And
when the enquiry was over the com­
mission gave you a Scottish verdict
and you stood for it all. During your
twenty months of office scandal has
succeeded scandal and disgrace suc­
ceeded disgrace. Take the telegraph
scandal, for instance, in which New­
foundland is being robbed of a quar­
ter million dollars. Then again look
at the amount you have lost on pit
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props for the purpose of giving poor
relief and last but by no means least
the taking of the five hundred thous­
and dollars from the public Treasury*
of this colony to buy codfish. This
latter scandal was committed by Mr.
Ccaker during the absence from this
country of the Prime Minister. This
money was used by Mr. Coaker to
purchase fish from his friends in the
North and the men who did not vote
for him he refused to buy fish from.
As Mr. Archibald said in his speech,
the men in the western districts have
their fish on hand yet, and then they
call that Responsible Government.
Another scandal on similar principle
is being perpetrated in the North to­
night. To keep fifteen hundred men
who apparently had no supplies for
the fishery, from howling, the gov­
ernment saw they were surrounded,
and they took another million dol­
lars from the Treasury and packed
the men in the woods to work for
$2.50 a day at roads to be eaten by
flies? Are you going to stand for that
Mr. Small? I heard the story in this
House the other day as to what tvas
happening in your district Mr. Small.

MR. SMALL—That’ is wrong, and I
hope to contradict it in a day or two.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—It may
be In part, but it came through Di
Grenfell, the man who one of your
chiefs sent to Washington to repre­
sent Newfoundland, and he gave that
story to the American people.

MR. SMALL—I hope to contradict
that story.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—Its all
contradictions we hear from you as
to what you are going to do, but can
you point out a single instance where
we have failed to prove any state­
ments that the Opposition made?
prove how the money was taken
from the Banks to purchase fish that
is now rotten on the other side of
the water.

We are down here now with our last
act, and we will close the doors of 

this House within a few days. An
attempt was made here by the Prime
Minister two months ago to close
this House, and we were told that
we had to submit to suspended rules
weeks ago. This railway deal was
not looked upon as an important mat­
ter at all then. The government were
looking forward to handle the rail­
way problem by Minute of Council,
and give 1% million dollars to the
Reid Newfoundland Company when
this House would be closed; also to
allow the Minister of Justice and the
Prime Minister to go to England on a
jaunt. As a matter of fact the Minis­
ter practically told us that he was go
1ng across on the Labrador Boundary
ouestion again. Now I am not troub­
ling about the Labrador Boundary;
what is puzzling me is what is going
to happen to Newfoundland. The
reason we were asked to suspend the
rules of this House two months ago
Is because men were coming here
from the city and the outports desti­
tute because they had no supplies for
the fishery. The Prime Minister want
ed to be clear of such annoyance and
ho wanted to get away to the States
or England. We. the Opposition, in­
sisted that this House would not and
did not close until we are satlsfiea
Here we are to-night with not a cent
in the chest, and, despite the fact that
I he Surtax, Super Tax and Sales Tax
are enforced, the Custom House drop
ned $100,000 within the past two
weeks. Now where are you going to
get off on the Profits and Income tax­
es. Last year you got a quarter of r.
million dollars on the Priflts Tax.
This year you were afraid to handle
those who are making profits. A Pro­
fits Tax Act was on the Statute Book
and last year you were afraid to get
after the men who made excessive
profits. You have not stirred hand or
foot to collect that money.

Take the Prohibition Bill—another
joke. Why you can go down in the
landwash any other morning and find
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a keg of rum floating ashore. But
i! and last year you were fraaid to get

those who are naming profits. A Pro-
the limit has been reached In this
country as far as smuggling is con­
cerned. There were six motor cars
imported into this country recently
by a friend of the present govern­
ment. No duty was paid on them, al­
though they were sold as if duty was
paid on them. That money is still
owed the Government and on the back
of that there is between $250,000 and
$300,000 duty owed. That amount is
in a scrap of paper which was hand­
ed to the Manager of the Bank of Mon
treal and is placed to the credit of
current exchequer account. It is all
unpaid, and it is money due to the
taxpayers of this colony. You may
get a proportionate part of it, but *.
doubt that you will get any more than
$50,000 of it. Now the men who owe
this money are not the class of men
who smuggle rum, tobacco and cigar­
ettes. These are the men who sup­
ported the present Prime Minister
and who walk Water Street with walk
ing sticks and fancy eye glasses.
Apart from the falling off of the rev­
enue for the past twelve months, the

• gentlemen on the other side of the
House spent ten millions of dollars
with nothing to show for it. Here
we are to-night with a public debt of
51 millions of dollars for a popula
tion of 250,000 and we are asked to
vote away another million and a half.
Newfoundland to-night is on the
verge of bankruptcy and there is not
a man on the other side of the House
to offer up a prayer for her. I think
the crowd in the government is what
termed them a week ago—a crowd of
political hypocrites of the worst kind
—and there is no human being I have
more contempt for than for a hypo
crlte, and Mr. Jennings, the Minister
of Public Works, is one of them. He
is the man who gave out the eight
thousand dollars Jor snow shovelling
in Hr. Main during the Bye-election.

He did everything~that was required
to be done at the beck and call of the
Prime Minister. This is the man
who would commit suicide rather
than give a man booze. Still he spent
eight thousand dollars belonging to
the people of this country. Don’t
squirm; the kinks are getting in you
know. By the time the Bill is before
the House and the people have time
to realise what you have done, It will
be a very easy matter to straighten
you out. You were the one to hold
up your hands in holy horror, be­
cause some district got $500 from
special grant or another; yet tonight
you are not prepared to get up and
give an answer for the thousands that
vou are spending in your district, an
answer that your position requires of
you.

It is only a matter of time before
you go to the wall. You have to go
there and you can see it as well as I
can. Before sitting down I would
like to ask the Prime Minister to­
night before we go into Supply and
Ways and Means to explain the road
policy to us. You have not told us
yet why the Government undertook
this work, and where we are to get
the money for this work. It is not
out of the general revenue. It must
be out of the Loan. You have not
told us how many people you are go­
ing to relieve nor how long the work
is going to go on. Mr. Jennings has
fold us it will cost five thousand dol­
lars a day and the number of unem­
ployed will be greater each day. As
you know, Bell Island has closed
down. Tell us how much money you
are going to spend on labour in this
Colony. The American Fishery Is
gone. A year and a half ago Herring
was worth five dollars a barrel, to­
day it is worth one dollar and seven­
ty-five cents. Haddock that was a
year and a half ago worth ten dollars
a qivntal is now going to farms in
the country for one dollar a cartload.
What have you to say to that Mr.
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Coaker? You allowed that American
market to go. I told you it was gone
and then you sent a message to Sir
Edgar Bowring that you should have
sent four months ago. Where are
we going to get our revenue. You
have not told us still you come in
here and sit down and say that you
are going to pass this Bill. You are
going to reduce the machinist’s pa?
on that road, and curtail the amount
of the employees. What are you go­
ing to do with them. They cannot go
to Sydney or the United States. All
these things have to be answered. 1
promised not to be long, but the temp­
tation is so great I cannot resist it. All
I have said was in earnestness. It is
our position as I see it to-night, and
you men are going to vote one and a
half million dollars which will have
tr come out of the pockets of the
working people of'this country to re­
duce their earning power and in­
crease their taxes forty per cent.

MR. MACDONNELE.—Mr. Chair­
man, I am only here a short time and
would ask you to tell me please on
what section are we speaking.

MR. HIGGINS.—No. 7.
\ MR. MACDONELL.—Thank you. I

wish to move an amendment which
will take the form of a new section
that a Committee of five be appointed
to supervise the expenditure of that
money in the operation of the railway
that no money be paid except, subject
to the approval of that committee. My
reason for that amendment is this
that it means too much that this idea
of voting a million and a half dollars
when I say voting I mean that we
guarantee to pay all the expenses up
to a million and a half, and the Reid
Nfld. Co. will take good care to see
that they will not go above that, con­
sequently sir, as we are to pay this
money I think that the least we
should do in the interest of the people
is to appoint a Committee of this
House of five members who shall say 

whether the bills presented by the
Company are reasonable or not, and
who will refuse to pay them if they
are not reasonable. That is not a big
think to ask but it is something which
I am sure members on both sides of
the House will agree to and something
that will give the people of the coun­
try reason to believe that we arc
working in their interest. Why should
we hand the Reid Nfld. Co. this money
to run the railroad. We have no de­
tail estimated expenditure before us
to know what we may expect as the
cost of coal, wages, etc., we don’t even
know the mileage they intend to op­
erate. We should have the protection
to see that the Reids use that money
in a legitimate manner. As this Bill
stands before us to-day it means only
this that we in the House vote one and
a half million dollars which the Reids
can spend in any way they please.
They can spend it in six months and
then close down the road and the peo­
ple have no redress. I submit in all
sincerity that this is not good enough.
I am not suggesting that the Govern­
ment should operate the railway or
that we should unduly interfere with
the Reids in their operation of it, but
I am suggesting that a check be put
upon the expenditure, so that no mem­
ber on either side will be able to come
in here and say, the records of the
Reid Co. are fakes, let us know the
truth about the operation of the rail­
way. I don’t think that is unreason­
able, I think it is the least that the
people of the country deserve, when
we come here with no mandate from
the people last year we were foolish
enough as a Government to run this
road, this year we make the best of
our mistake, and we will show our
sincerity in appointing this Com­
mittee. With regard to the Bill itself
we know from the vote on the Reso­
lutions what the intention of the Gov­
ernment is and we know it is going 
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through but I am sure that many of
the Government members will agree
with me that this amendment is reas­
onable. In moving this Amendment I
don’t move it for any purpose of ob­
struction, I move It as the only thing
I can think of as an improvement to
the bill now before the House. I
don’t think that the adding of another
section, No. 8 to this Bill will be ob­
jectionable to the contractors operat­
ing the railway, I don’t think it is too
much to ask the House, and I don’t
intend at this stage to speak at any
length. My opinion of the Resolu­
tions I gave here a couple of days
ago. I said then I did not believe that
the Government did their duty when
they knew twelve months ago that
this proposition was to be put up to
them. I am of the same opinion yet.
and while I don’t intend to delay the
passage of this bill at the present
stage, I wish to move that a Commit­
tee of five be appointed to supervise
the expenditure of moneys in the op­
eration of the railroad, no bills to be
paid except approved of by that Com­
mittee.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman, the Amendment moved
by Mr. MacDonnell is one that pleases
me very much. It was the intention
of the Administration to make an ef­
fort on the same lines as suggested
by that hon. member. It will be re­
membered that early in the session I
gave notice of a motion for the ap­
pointment of a Committee to consider
the railroad position my idea being
that the matter might be considered
in a broader sense than perhaps it
could be by the Government because
of my own personal antagonism to the
Reid Nfld. Co., whih is so well known.
Consequently if Mr. MacDonnell
would submit the wording of the Am­
endment in writing, (being a lawyer,
I am naturally careful in that respect,
and he as a prospective one will ap­

preciate that position) I would be pre­
pared to second tho Amendment, and
I think that the Committee should
have not alone right to supervise the
expenditure of money but that they
should have power to examine into
past records, and see the situation as
it has been developing the past few
years. I think this would be of bene­
fit to the people of the country. As
It will take some little time to work
out the wording of the Amendment I
move the adjournment of the debate.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past Midnight

Saturday, July 23rd, 1921
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to st;
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed and adopted, and It was ordered
that the Committee have leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question.
Sir J. C. Crosbie gave Notice of

Question.
Mr. MacDonnell gave Notice of

Question.
Hon. the Minister of Justice on be

half of the Select Committee present­
ed the following reports—

The Select Committee on the Bill
for the Ratification of the Contract
with PJulp and Paper Corporation of
America, beg to report that they re'
commend the passage of the Bill with
the following amendments:—

That the following be added as Sec
tion 7 of the Schedule A:—

7. The Government shall not b*.
liable for any loss or damage which
may be claimed or sustained by reas­
on of any defect in title to the areas
herein referred to:

That section 7 of the Schedule A be
stricken out.
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That the following be added to
Schedule A as Section 8:—

8. The Government shall give to
the Company a free grant of all min­
erals with the exception of oil, pe­
troleum and other oleiferous products
in and upon any part or parts of the
area leased to the Company’s provid­
ed however.

(1) That application (with prop­
er surveys) for such minerals shall
have been mqde within five years
from the first day of January 1922
and

(2) That the total of such miner­
al area or areas so granted shall not
exceed one hundred square miles in
extent

That the remaining Sections of
Schedule A be renumbered.

(Sgd.) W. R. WARREN,
W. F. COAKER,
M. S. SULLIVAN.
S. SAMSON.

On motion this Report was receiv­
ed and adopted.

On motion it was ordered that the
Bill entitled “An Act for the Ratifi­
cation of a Contract with Pulp and
Paper Corporation of America” be re
ferred to a Committee of the Whole
House on to-morrow.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un­
til Monday afternoon, next the 25th
inst., at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, July 25th. 1921.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to
adjournment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Speak
er. With your permission, Sir, may I
ask the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries if he has been in receipt of a
petition from King’s Cove, signed by
Mr. William Costello, Chairman, and
Mr. Eli Curtis, Secretary, on behalf 

of some hundreds of people of that
place asking for relief from the Gov­
ernment for those who are out of em
ployment?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I received a petition to-day.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I would
like to know if you are going to pre­
sent it to this House? I might say
that I am in receipt of a copy of the
petition and so that I will have car­
ried out my end of the contract I will
now read it to the House.

The following resolutions were un­
animously adopted at a Public meet­
ing held at King’s Cove last night,
July 18th, 1921.
'Jo the Honourable the House of As­

sembly in Legislative Session con­
vened. May it please your Honor
able House.

WHEREAS the unemployed of
King's Cove, confronted by the most
serious circumstances ever known in
the history of the settlement, viz:—
that of being unable to engage in
actual remunerative employment, ei­
ther at home or abroad; or of being,
able to hope for sufficient mainten­
ance for ourselves and families from
the present fishery;

AND WHEREAS the only work of-
a public or Government nature that
we have shared in this season has
been in the form of some repairs to
trio Coastal Wharf, an expenditure of
$1500.00;

AND WHEREAS we have found
this expenditure to be so inadequate
as to scarcely maintain us during the
period employed;

AND WHEREAS we have now
reached the stage where it behoves
us to make public representation of
our position, and to request that due
recognition of our condition be tak­
en:—

BE IT RESOLVED that we ask
your Honourable House:—

1. To immediately and seriously
consider our case.

2. That we be given at home in the
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way of Public Works, on a Road
connecting UB with the Railway,
a necessity of the most vital im
portance, not alone to the settle

• ment of King's Cove, but to the
surrounding places as well as a
necessity that has become so
apparent since the inception of
the branch railway, as to merit
the support and promise of ful­
filment by both contesting po­
litical parties, prior to the last
General Election.

3. That falling anything of a pub­
lic expenditure along these
lines, we be registered as un­
employed, and that in the event
of work, already started or
starting elsewhere, that we be
notified of such work and fares
advanced through the Relieving
Officer of this section to such
place of employment.

4. That in making this represent­
ation, we are backed by four
hundred unemployed, embracing
that section of the District from
Western Plate Cove to Black
Head Bay and justify ourselves
because of,

(a) Our present destitution.
(b) Other Settlements similarly

situated have to our personal
knowledge been considered and
their unemployed placed at
work.

(c) We have delayed public action
until now, when we have rea
lized that our only hope of be­
ing able to make provision for
the coming Fall and Winter—
the shore fishery—is destined
to be a failure.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
copies of these resolutions be for­
warded the Prime Minister, Sir R. A.
Squires; The Hon. W. F. Coaker,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries;
and the Hon. the leader of the Oppo­
sition, Sir M. P. Cashin, for present­
ation to your Honourable House.

Signed for and on behalf of the uu
employed of King’s Cove.

WILLIAM COSTELLO, Chairman
ELI CURTIS, Secretary,
J. SCULLY, P.P.,
S. A. DAWSON, Incumbent.
E. C. BROWN,
M. G. MULLOWNEY,
JOHN G. HART,
WILSON BROWN,
R. LAWTON, Customs Officer.

Now I would like to know from the
Prime Minister and in particular from
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
who represents that constituency,
what is being done in this matter?
Have they taken any notice of the pe­
tition or taken any steps towards se­
curing employment for those men?
Are they to be sent to the place we
hear so much about here—“Badger”
or is it the intention to find some oth
er source of employment for these
men? The principal season for trap
fishing has passed so far as King’s
Cove or any other part of Bonavista’
Bay are concerned, and I take it that
the reason those people are petition­
ing this House in the last week of
July is that they are looking forward
to the approaching winter for which
tney want to make provision, anu,
consequently, are now asking for Gov
erment work so as to be able to pro­
vide sufficient food for their families.
I would like to know what steps, if
any, are being taken to relieve those
men?

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—Mr. Speaker. In regard to
the petition presented by the Hon.
leader of the Opposition. I may say
that a copy of it came to me at noon
today and that was the first I heard
of the matter. There will be a num­
ber of these men sent to Badger anu
other places up the country road
building and a batch of men will go
out this week. The fishery is not ov
er in Bonavista. Bay yet, and will not
be for another month. I do not like
the idea of taking men away from the



1062 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

fishery. The men who are not en­
gaged fishing at present will be sent
to work on the roads now and when

7 the fishermen finish the voyage in
September they will be put to work.

MR. SULLIVAN—I would like to
ask' the Prime Minister and the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries i* it is
correct that a number of men, train
hands, have been called to town to
report for their dismissal; also if it
is correct that a number of train men
were dismissed on Saturday last?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER^—I
have heard nothing about it.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I have no connection with
the railway now.

MR. SULLIVAN asked the Colonial
Secretary if it is the intention of the
Government to have the decennial
census taken this year, and if so why
has no provision been made for this
in the estimates, and why have the
enumerators to be appointed.

HON. THE COLONIAL SECRE­
TARY.—The preliminary work for
the taking of the Census this Autumn
has commenced and on page 15 of the
Estimates will be found a vote for
$10,000 to cover same. With regard
to the enumerating work, I may say
that this is a matter that is always
handled by the Deputy Colonial Se­
cretary.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries whai
progress, if any, has been made up
•c date in the disposal of the balance
of the stock of 40,000 quintals of coa
fish purchased during last November
on account of the Government, and if
any sales have been made to table
a statement giving the quantity, the
price, and what the net financial re­
turn to the Colony will be from the

■ same. Also, if no sales have been
made, when he expects to dispose of
the fish and at what figure.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—The answer to that question
is being prepared and I will probab­

ly have the information during the
afternoon.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I take it
that there is nothing on record in
your office to enable you to give any
kind of a complete answer in writing
Would you be able this afternoon to
answer my question verbally.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I am quite willing to give
the reply verbally, but I am also pre­
pared to give it in writing. Out of
'ho thirty-four thousand and odd
quintals purchased there are about
eleven thousand at Barr’s premises,
and that amount will be shipped to
Greece the latter part of August, as
It will not be required in Greece be­
fore the 15th of September. It will
Jiot go as new fish, but as last year’s
fish At present this fish is in splen
did condition. Over eight thousand
quintals of that 34,000 went in the
"June” and is now being discharges
in Malaga. About two thousand qtls.
of the “President Coaker’s” cargo is
now in cold storage in Genoa. The
"Wakely” load has been disposed of
and we made a small shipment to
Liverpool yielding a remittance of
something like $50,000. I have a
statement in my office to show you in
detail how much per quintal all that
fish realized. Roughly, these are the
particulars. The eleven thousand quin
tals that will leave here next month
will go by steamer.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the Government
proposes to take any steps during the
current year to carry out the prom­
ises in his Manifesto that the Govern
ment would erect working men’s hous
es in the city of St. John’s, and if
so to what extent will this work be
undertaken and when will it be pro­
ceeded with.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
There is no vote in the Estimates for
this purpose.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education if it was an 
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unconscious oversight or a deliberate
evasion on his part, that In replying
to my question regarding educational
inspection, he stated yesterday that
■‘no protests had been received by his
Department from the representatives
of certain denominations” whereas
any question was “if protests had
been received by himself, his depart­
ment, or any officials thereof; "and
if he will give a full answer to the
question to-morrow.

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—
There has been no intention on my
part to evade the question. There
has been no protests received by my­
self nor by any officials of the depart
ment. There has been one letter re­
ceived by an official of the depart­
ment, but I am not at liberty to place
that letter on the table of the House,
as I undersand that the letter was
snown to me in confidence. The gent
leman who showed it to me is now
out of town. On his return I will dis
cuss the matter with him if I have his
permission I will table it.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Can you
tell us the substance of it?

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—Nc
to do so, would be a breach of confi­
dence.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Who has
the letter? .................... .........

HON. MIN. OF EDUCATION—Ont*
of the Superintendents.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked the Min­
ister of Shipping to lay on the table
of the House.

1. The original stevedores’ bill*
for the discharging of the salt cargo
of the S.S. “Henrik Lund.”

2. The original bill for the shed-
ing and trimming of the same cargo;
and

3. what storage charge is being
paid the Furness Withy Co. Ltd. for
same.

MIN. OF SHIPPING—I beg to tabn
the information.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Min.
of Marine and Fisheries, in his capa­

city of Chairman of the Railway Com­
mission of last year, It Mr. Bert Hay­
ward, brother-in-law of Mr. Colli^haw
sold three trucks to the Commission
for work at 'the coal mining
at South Branch, If these trucks were
admitted duty free or did they pay
duty, if they weref admitted duty
iree, is the Minister satisfied that the
price paid for them was fair and rea­
sonable, was the procuring of these
trucks put to tender, and if so, who
v/ere invited to tender and what were
their offers, and it not why were not
tenders asked; if the sale of these
trucks was negotiated between the
Minister and Mr. .Collishaw, and if
not by whom, what was the amount
paid Mr. Hayward for the said trucku
and for any other expense in con­
nection with them and if Mr. Colli-
sl.aw received any commission on the
sale of these trucks; and to table the
bills and other documents respecting
the said trucks.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I beg to table that informa­
tion.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime
Minister if it is the intention of ’ the
Government to appoint the unemploy
ed Trade Commissioners to be mem­
bers of the Municipal Council as it is
i eported that nobody else can be in­
duced to accepc seats thereon, and if
Mr. John M. Devine <s to be appoint-
' d Chairman.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The answer is in the negative. I may
say with regard to the last part of
your question that the Executive Coun
< i’ has no power to appoint a Chair­
man, under the Act. The Commission
has to appoint their own Chairman.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE asked the
Minister of Public Works to lay on
the table of the House the returns for
the building the Mackinson Bridge
for which the amount of ?500 60 was
allocated last fall and built by the
Board of the Goulds.
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MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
On enquiry I And that the returns are
not in. The law for the sendint; in ot
i eturns is to the effect that returns
must come in within twelve months,
so I suppose that folks are taking ad­
vantage of this wide scope. However,
I have instructed the officials of the
department to write for them, and as
soon as they are received I will tab-
.0 them.

MR. J. R. MacDONNELL asked the
Min. of Marino and Fisheries why
Albert Morgan, Inspector of Pickled
Fish and Fish Oils, and Supervisor of
Wardens and Lobster Propagation;
was discharged from office; how long
has he been in the employ of the gov­
ernment; did he hold office under
commission; if so to lay on the table
of the House a copy of commissions;
under whose authority was he dismis­
sed and when; was it under order in
Council, if so to lay on the table of
the House a copy of the minute in
Council relative there to , together
with all correspondence and other
memoranda dealing with this matter.

HON. mN. OF MARINE & FISH­
ERIES—I beg to table the reply.

MR. FOX asked the Minister of
Public Works to lay on the table of
the House statement showing.

(1) total number of men employed
on road construction work between
Badger and Springdale;

(2) Under what authority was the
work undertaken,

(3) When was it started; how long
will it take to complete?

(4) What rate of wages per day
per man is paid on the said work’
what is the daily expenditure on that
account; and what is the total expen­
diture to date?

(5) Have there been any men sent
on that work from St. John’s East; if
so how many; from what place in the
said district showing the number of
men from each place.

(G) Was any allowance made these
men on account (a) travelling expen­

ses (b) board; and if so in what
amount.

MIN. OF PUBLIC WORKS—I may
say that some ot this information
is difficult to get, but I will table all
I can get as soon as I receive it With
regard to that part of the question
dealing with the number of men from
St. John’s East. That information
would be in possession of Major But­
ler who is registering the men. How­
ever, I will have whatever informa­
tion that is available for to-morrow.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Under
what authority was the work under­
taken ?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS—
The Governor-in-Council.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Will yon
table a copy of the Minutes?

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Yes.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill "An
Act to Provide for the Temporary Op­
eration of the Nfld. Railway.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this Report was receiv­
ed.

On the motion for adoption of the
Report, the House divided when there
appeared in its favour,
Hon. the Prime Minister, Minister of
Justice, Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, Minister of Education, Minister
cf Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr.
Foote, Minister of Public 'Works, Min­
ister of Shipping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small, Mr
Hibbs, Mr. Scammell, Mr. Targett,
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson—
(18).
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end against it;
Sir M. P. Cashin, Sir J. C. Crosble,
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Fox,
Mr. Vlnicombe, Dr. Jones, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Walsh, Mr. Sinnott, Mr. Sullivan,
Mr. MacDonnell, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Ar­
chibald—(14).
so it passed in the affirmative and
was ordered accordingly.

On motion it was ordered that the
said Bill be read a third time on to­
morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice the
House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole to consider the Bill
entitled “An Act for the Ratification
of the Contract with the Pulp and
Paper Corporations of America.”
Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr.- Hibbs took the Chair of Com­
mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pas­
sed the Bill with some amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered tha.
the said Bill be read a third time pres
r-ently.

On motion of the Minister of Jus­
tice, and by unanimous consent the
Bill entitled “An Act for the Ratifi­
cation of the Contract with Pulp and
Paper Corporations of America” was
read a third time, and passed, and it
was ordered that it be engrossed be­
ing entitled as' above and that it be
sent to the Legislative Council with
a message requesting the concurrence
of that body in its provisions

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill entit­
led "An Act Respecting the Impor­
tation and Sale of Intoxicating Li­
quors.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and recom­
mended that the Bill be referred to a
Select Committee of the House.

On motion this report was received
and adopted.

Mr. Speaker appointed the Select
Committee as follows—Hon. Mr. Coak
er, Mr. Cave, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Ben­
nett, Mr. Higgins.

Pursuant to order and on motion
ol Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
i esolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill entit­
led “An Act to amend the Election
Act—1913.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

During the second reading of this Bill
(A Bill respecting the Election Act) I
explained that it was a measure bor­
dering along the lines of the English
Act with regard to women of twenty-
five years of age and over having the
right to vote at the next general elec­
tion. The Bill as originally printed
did not contain the provision as this
Bill would go into effect at the next
general election. This Bill should
have had that provision but it appears
that the re-print copy does not contain
it either.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I take it that
this Bill is a party measure.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—No
it is not. I did not anticipate that
party lines would be drawn. I think
there are members on both sides of
the House who will vote for and vote
against it.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—In all sincer­
ity I think this House ought not to
have any hesitation about giving the
right to vote to women. I do not
agree with regard to the difference in
age. Even in England all things they
do are not quite correct. The women 
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at twenty-one years o£ age are just
as intelligent as the men at the same
'age. We could not even get the Pro-
hlbitlon measure carried unless the
women helped. In many other cases
their help is indispensable and these
ore the people who are asking for the
right to vote. Why should they not
have the right of representation in this
House? They can only say when they
are in here I will or will not vote. It
is an insult to turn this matter. It 1b
only a minute ago I saw a photo of a
man and a woman going to Washing­
ton arm in arm. Why not have that
here? I am going to vote for this and
I want the age twenty-one years. The
W.P.A. and War Memorial and many
other charitable works have been suc­
cessfully carried on by the good lad­
ies and it is only just and honorable
that they be given the vote. Mr. Tar­
get your wife and mine will vote the
same way. Pardon me Mr. Foote and
Dr. Barnes I was just going to men­
tion your names but I assume you are
not interested. But I am sure Mr.
Warren, the Attorney General and Mr.
Halfyard are going to vote for it.
Surely we are so big that we cannot
be like Canada and the United States.
Now I would like to see any hon. mem­
ber on the other side get up and say
why we should not vote for this Bill.
And even further they should have
the right of representation here. It
is an insult to any man who has a
daughter or a wife to turn down this
matter. Mr. Attorney General are you
going to vote for this?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
did not say that I would vote for this
Bill at this session.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—You have a
bad memory. You may vote against
the Prime Minister.

MR. SAMSON.—There is something
wrong.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I agree. I
congratulate you Mr. Prime Minister.

This is the first time you and I will
vote unanimously.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
You and I are married men.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I really think
this ought to be a Government mea­
sure. This would be an unhappy
place if the women were not here. I
am afraid the members on the both
sides of the House are taking this
matter as a joke. I do believe that
the women would be an asset to this
House. Mr. Cave is another cut lad.
If I were a widower I would vote for It.

MR. TARGETT.—There is one thing
about this which is rather serious and
that is the fact that the outport dis­
tricts have not had much to say about
this. I am told that the ladies out
there do not want a vote but very few
of them have told me that. I am not
so sure whether they do or do not.
However I am going to have the
courage of my convictions and I am
going to vote for the ladies. But for
them we would not be here. Nothing
is done but we must have the help of
the good ladies. The ladies took a part
when the other morning we did not
go home until after four.

With regard to the Outport women
that is the only obstacle. Petitions
were sent out but the majority of the
ladies did not know anything about
them. The ladies worked hard during
the War and in some cases suffered
mentally much more than the men.

MR. HIGGINS.—Following the lines
suggested that this is not a party
measure I would like to make the
position clear. In the first place the
Prime Minister said this is not a party
measure. That being the case the
members shall have to vote each for
himself. So far as I am concerned I
propose voting for the Bill. I have
been consistent all along. I have
dealt with it along the lines that the
real question ■was why we should vote
against the Bill.
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However, a second position has been
raised by Mr. Targett—the desires of
the districts. It is confined largely to
St. John's and it mght be accused of
coming to a decision on the grounds
of representation. Why I state my
own position is because I do not like

, the way the Bill is being treated—we
I are now in the dog days and nobody
I seems to be much interested. This
' ought not be handled in a haphazard
I way, and I appreciate the position the

hon. members find themselves in—but
I think this Bill shoud be given ma.
ture consideration before being dealt
with. Set it for to-morrow, to-day the
House is not half constituted; Mr. Fox,
a strong exponent of the measure is
not here and I do not think it fair to
go on. I have no reason to know the
views of other members, but I do not
think it would be just in view of the
large number of signatures to the peti­
tion. The point I make is as to the
voting on the measure and I think we
should have a fully constituted House
to do that—we owe.it as a courtesy
to the ladies if for no other reason.
To-day we got two surprises—we had
no idea of these two Bills being on

■ the Order Paper and I do not think
any hon. members would like to be
absent on this vote and create the
impression that he was shirking. I
thought it would be a party measure
—and if so it would go through—but
we find now that it is not and that
is why you ought to give due notice
of it. In justice to the ladies I sug­
gest that to the consideration of the
Hon. Prime Minister.

MR. BENNETT.—I join, Mr. Chair­
man, with Mr. Higgins in the idea of
giving time for the consideration of
this Bill. I do not think the Hon.
Prime Minister or his Ministers have
kept faith in the matter. You pro­
mised to bring in a Government mea­
sure when the members would be call­
ed to vote on it. We are here to-day 

as on every other afternoon of the
session with the members of the Ex­
ecutive keeping their mouths shut on
one of the most important matters be­
fore the House. This is a big con­
stitutional question—not flapdoodle.
It will affect the whole destiny of
Newfoundland. I believe the ladies
are sincere in taking this up and are
trying to do something that will re­
dound to their credit and to that of
Newfoundland, and it is the duty of
all here to express their opinions man­
fully and properly. I never voted for
any measure fearfully but used my in­
telligence and never feared to rise and
express my views. We come in here
now and I know whereof we affirm.—
the Hon| Prime Minister promise to
bring in a party measure in the first
instance, and I think the Minister of
Works was present at the time.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Government is supporting the
measure but party lines are "not drawn.

MR. BENNETT—If that be so it is
useless for us to argue.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
We want to get your opinions.

MR. BENNETT.—Will that effect
you—if so it will be the first time this
session.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—We •
made amendments for you this even­
ing on another bill.

MR. BENNETT.—That was only a
technical point—this is whether the
constituents who sent us here will be
satisfied for us to take such steps as
will materially alter the franchise of
the country. It is useless for us to
take this up without giving consider­
ation to its important merits. Though
it has been on the Order Paper it has
been passed over this month, but the
point I want to make is this—it does
not behove the Opposition to pro­
nounce on this any more than on any
other measure. By introducing it the
Hon. Prime Minister gives It his im­



1068 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

primatur and why do not the Hon.
Minister of Education or the Hon. Mr.
Foote or others pronounce themselves
for or against it. To put the onus on
the Opposition is not fair or just. The
main principles of the Bill I am in
favor of, but it does not go far
enough. We hear a lot of heroics
about what the women have done in
the war, etc., but on one hand we of­
fer them something and on the other
we take it back. If a woman has the
right to vote at all she has the right
to vote for a woman. What right
have we to insult here and tell her
she can do so and so but has no right
to be a representative. I am sincere
on this point and believe that half
measures are no good. I only speak
for St. John’s—the other districts are
not so pronounced for their members
to feel so enthusiastic over the sub­
ject as I do, and unfortunately the
women all over the country have not
the opportunity to give their opinions
as they have here. In remote parts
of the Island it is difficult to get up a
campaign where the women can voice
their opinions, where you have to go
from door to door, and in these far
flung places it takes time and money
as the outport members know, be­
cause when they enter upon their can­
vas every four years it takes them
weeks and weeks to see their consti­
tuents. Whether the House in its
wisdom will decide to give the vote I
do not know, but I want to amend the
Bill so as to have them not only vote
but be represented here. I believe
they should have the whole franchise.
I agree with making the age 25 years
—perhaps the safeguard would be de­
sirable—but many at 21 are as smart
as at 25 as we all know from their
work in the offices and elsewhere and
are well able to distinguish right from
wrong in going to the polls to give
their views on any matters. On gen­
eral principle I do not object to the 

age being 25 years as in some places
it is 30, but if they ask for the vote
they should get it and if sufficient re­
presentation has not been made to the
members on the matter, they have had
time enough since it has been on the
Order Paper over a month, to have
got in touch with the main centres of
their districts and to have found out
if they are to vote for it or not. It is
a measure that will change the con­
stitution of this House considerably;
it may change the religious repre­
sentation and other things also as the
voting power will be increased 75 to
80 per cent, by this Bill. The mach­
inery in connection with elections
will have to be increased enormously
and the work of the candidates also.
I say it advisedly, we should have
time to give this full consideration and
decide if we will go the whole hog now
or otherwise, and if the women do
come in here—-well, they will do bad­
ly if they are not better than some
who are here now. I join with Mr.
Higgins in asking that a day or two
be given so that this measure may be
well considered.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I understand
it is not a Government measure.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
anticipate many of the Opposition will
be supporting the Bill and others be
against it.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—You are only
talking nonsense and shirking your
promises to the ladies.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—I
would like Mr. Chairman, to make one
or two observations on the Bill be­
fore the House and to express myself
on this important measure. When­
ever I have been in conversation with
anyone on this matter I have given It
my unqualified support and whether
it is a party measure or not I am In
favor of it. I cannot see why it
should be deferred as I think the
House is well represented now and 
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you have only to ring the bells and
the members will come In. What it
should be deferred for I do not. know
and surely all have made up their
minds as to how they will vote.

MR. BENNETT.—Will you vote for
the women to have representation?

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—I will
vote for the Bill as it is. I do not like
to see it sidetracked in any way and
it is an insult to all to delay it. The
ladies are just as qualified as the men,
generally speaking, to vote for repre-
sentatives, and I think it is only right
to adopt the principle and put it to a
vote to-day.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am prepared to take the vote but as
my hon. friend Mr. Higgins has refer­
red to the absence of Mr. Fox, a
strong supporter of the measure, I am
agreeable to deferring it for a day or
two.

MR. HIGGINS.—1 would like the
Hon. Minister of Posts to understand
that we have no desire to delay the
handling of the Bill; but the best
proof that the whole thing has not
been considered is found in the sug­
gestions made just now, such as the
question of representation.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am not supporting the matter of mem­
bers or otherwise, but the Bill as it is
now.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I will intro­
duce an amendment to-morrow.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Al­
right and I now move! the Committee
rise, report progress and ask leave to
sit again to-morrow.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
mattei’ to them referred, had made

• some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

-<—
TUESDAY, July 2Gth.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the

Prime Minister if he is aware that
Mr. John M. Devine, at that time
Trade Commissioner in New York,
sent letters to business men and oth­
ers here setting out that he was en­
gaged in endeavouring to promote the
import of cod tongues from this Col­
ony to the United States and claimed
that he ought to be retained in his
position because of this, and if the
Government does not consider this apa
addition to various "cods” that have
already been perpetrated on this Col­
ony.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
am not aware that Mr. Devine had
sent letters to people stating that he
was so engaged nor have I heard of
any being sent.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries it
his attention has been called to state­
ments made in the public newspapers
last week that haddock is now unsale­
able as an article of food and is being
disposed of for fertilizing purposes at
$1.00 a load, and if he or his Depart­
ment is going to take any steps to
remedy this condition and also to ask
him if, in face of his claim in the past
that the price of fish is what Coake?
makes it, he will initiate measures to
put the price of haddock up to $10.00
a quintal as it was two years ago, and
if not, why not.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I beg to table the re­
ply.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of .Finance and Cus­
toms to lay on the Table of the House
a statement showing the Customs re­
ceipts at St. John’s for the week end­
ing Saturday last and for the corres­
ponding weeks in 1920, and 1919; and
also a statement of the total Customs
Revenue for St. John’s from July 1st
up to Saturday last in this year, and
for the corresponding period in the
past two years.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
beg to table the reply to that ques­
tion.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if it is correct that a
Minute of Council has been adopted
by the Government to the effect that
Dr. Rendell is not to take into the
Sanitarium on Topsail Road, more
than 70 or some such number of pati­
ents, and that there is a large waiting
list of patients who cannot be ac­
commodated until patients either die
or are discharged so as to reduce the
number below this figure; and if so
to lay on the Table of the House copy
of the said Order-in-Council.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—Mr. Speaker, 

with reference to that second question
of Sir Michael Cashin I would like to
know if the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries are
aware that there Is an enormous am­
ount of saleable fish that could be
used for fish next winter being cart­
ed away from the Cold Storage Plant
to be used as a fertilizer on the farms
around the city.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Coaker’s
reply to my question states as fol­
lows: (Reads reply.)

Is that your position to-day Sir? I
pointed out to the House the other
day that Haddock which we sold last
year for ten dollars a quintal is now
being sold for one dollar and used as
a fertilizer on the farms, and no at­
tempt is being made to handle the
situation. I happened to be out in the
country yesterday after the House
closed, and at Petty Hr. Station there
were three cartloads of fish that was
in as good condition up to the time it
left the Cold Storage Plant yesterday
as it was last year, quite a palatable
article of food, and it was a pitiful
thing yesterday to see that fish going
to the farms. Something should be
done in this matter. There are a mil­
lion and a half or two million pounds
of fish being destroyed. Will it not be
a visitation from God if we are faced
with starvation when the like of this
is allowed to go on. I know of two
cases where frozen fish was taken
from the Cold Storage a year ago and
dumped upon farms and the people
there after the frost went took the fish
split and salted it and sold it for ten
dollars a quintal in the city. Not
alone that, but Haddock to-day is be­
ing caught in unusual quantities ar­
ound the South and West Coast par­
ticularly. The people there claim that
fifty per cent, of the catch is Haddock
and it is no good to them because it
would not pay them to cure it, and I 
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understand from Mr. Coaker that no­
thing is going to be done about it.

MR. BENNETT.—In this connection
I would like to say a word. It is cer­
tainly a display of negligence on the
part of the Government that is abso­
lutely inexcusable. We have to-day
first class food being destroyed anu
done away with. I was in the coun­
try the other day and saw cartloads
of perfectly good fish being dumped
upon the farms as a fertilizer, and the
only explanation I was given was
that it does not pay to cure it. They
cannot afford to use the salt on it at
the price they have to pay for it, be­
cause that fish can only demand the
price of West Indies Fish. There are
a quarter of a million people in the
country and those people should be
induced to eat some of this fish. There
are between thirty and forty thousand
people in St. John’s and I say thar.
this winter this fish could be sold at
an almost prohibitive price. People
will have to go out of their homes to
the grocery store and pay twenty
cents a pound for this fish that to-day
is being dumped upon the farms. I
suggest that the Government through
the Department of the Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries purchase all the
Haddock available cured at five dol­
lars a quintal and if they cannot mar­
ket it abroad keep it here and sell it
as cheaply as possible next winter
through certain depots around the
fishing districts. It is a simple pro­
position and it will not involve much
expenditure. Next fall we will have
the spectacle of buying Smoked Had­
dock from Nova Scotia at from twenty
to thirty cents a pound while here th,?
best possible kind of the same fish is
being given to the farmers, and noth­
ing is being done to stop it. The
fishermen to-day are handicapped in
their operations because of this Had­
dock getting into their nets. I submit
to Mr. Coaker now that he take im­

mediate steps in this direction, and
next winter we will be able to furnish
the poor people of the country with it
who will not be able to buy it, or oth­
er articles of food that cost less
money. As Sir Michael Cashin said it
looks like a visitation from God that
we are faced with starvation, to test
our sincerity of purpose, in dealing
with this matter.

MR. WALSH.—In my opinion this
latest development is in keeping with
the carnival of destruction that has
been going on since the country has
been under the present regime. This
statement of Sir Michael Cashin that
fresh codfish is being carted from the
Cold Storage Plant and being dumped
on the farms as a fertilizer is one that
should make every hon. member in
this House hang his head in shame.
We are going to be faced next winter
with worse conditions than we are
now, and I may be classed as a Blue
Ruinist for saying this, but one can­
not close his eyes to facts, and judging
from the trend of affairs conditions
must be worse by the time the snow
falls in a month or two. Why does
not the Government reserve sufficient
fish in the Cold Storage Plant to be
able to distribute to the poor people in
the fishing districts next winter who
will hardly be able to purchase the
necessaries of life. I want to endorse
the suggestion made by Mr. Bennett
and in doing so, I would in all seri­
ousness suggest to the Government
that they reserve a certain amount ev­
en if they have to pay a handsome
price for it to the Reid Nfld. Co., or
whoever owns that Cold Storage
Plant and put it by for the use of the
poor people during the coming .winter.
I know that lots of people in the dis­
trict of Placentia and St. Mary’s have
not up to the present time been able
to get enough fish for their own con­
sumption, not to talk of putting any­
thing by to purchase supplies for the 
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coming- winter. I think that the Gov­
ernment would do well if they would
take both those suggestions into con­
sideration, and attend to the matter as
quickly as possible.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have asked Mr. Mews about that mat­
ter and he will send me up a memor­
andum.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What is the ex­
planation re question No. 4? Does not
the Government know that there are
forty vacant beds in that Sanatarium
and that there are people clamouring
to get in. That institution was built
by the late Government to accommo­
date one hundred and fifty patients.
We have to-day that Sanatarium
equipped, machinery is there, the Doc­
tor is there, and we are told that they
cannot take in any more patients.
Surely there is some explanation. We
come in here day after day talking
about trivial matters comparatively
and here we are with a matter of life
and death, people suffering from Tub­
erculosis are deprived of the proper
treatment, and we are so callous and
cold that no explanation is given
them. Surely the Government will
have some sense of manhood and tell
us the reason. There must be a reas­
on. It is going on from day to day
and not one of the responsible Minis­
ters on the other side has a word to
say on the matter. There are people
to-day down in boarding houses await­
ing admission and their expenses are
being paid .out of the public funds. I
know of two such cases.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
My hon. friend’s memory must be very
short. This same question was
brought before the House a few
weeks ago, and I called his attention
to the fact that it would be necessary
for this Legislature to vote a certain
sum over and above the regular allo­
cation to open to its capacity this in­
stitution. It would be necessary to 

vote an additional sum of forty thou­
sand dollars. If this House is prepar­
ed to do this we can go into Committee
at once on the public Charities Vote
and adjust the matter.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—I can
hardly swallow that explanation of
the Prime Minister’s. You, Sir, are
one of the people who are paying five
thousand dollars a day for work on
roads, and you had not the decency
to get authority from this House for
that expenditure, but now you say
you have to wait for a vote in the Es­
timates before you can attend to this
more important matter. You took a
half million dollars last year for
fish and more for salt and other things
Why not open up that Institute? Dr.
Rendell can handle one hundred and
fifty patients as well as seventy. Why
send these people, who are waiting
admission, down to boarding houses
in this hot weather and pay for them
out of the public funds? Are you
waiting until the House closes to
turn them back to their districts? Is
that the explanation? Of course that
is the answer and the intention of the
Government, and not the explanation.
you have given this afternoon. You
know perfectly well that this House
will not refuse one hundred or two
hundred thousand dollars for this pur
pose in the relief of humanity.

MR. JENNINGS—It is impossible to
take any more patients in there as
only yesterday Dr. Rendell was com­
plaining that there is a shortage of
water. Until the water supply is com
pleted nothing further in this way
can be done.

THE PRIME MINISTER—It has
been claimed that if the Lunatic Asy­
lum can be attended to that the Sana-
tarium can also. In that connection
I may say that the completion of
the two new wings in the Lunatic Asy
him was not an enormous expense.
The reduction in the cost of supplies
fuel and food and clothing would bs 
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very nearly sufficient to cover the
cost of the wings without any in­
creased vote over last year. It just
means that there will be no substan­
tial reduction in last year’s vote for
this purpose as there was in other
cases. Now the Sanatariuni Is diff­
erent. It would necessitate an in­
creased vote if the Legislature should
decide to open up the Sanatorium to
the full capacity. In the meantime
the number of the patients there al­
ready is the maximum that can be
Treated with safety because of the
shortage of water. Until the water
supply is finished nothing can be
done. The question as to whether it
can be occupied in full is left to this
Legislature, but even if the Legisla­
ture should decide to vote the neces­
sary money it could not be run in its
capacity at present.

MR. SULLIVAN—Might I ask Mr.
Jennings when the Water Supply will
be finished.

MR. JENNINGS—I cannot tell you
exactly. They have met with some
difficulty in rock cutting. We had
hoped it would be finished in the
spring but owing to this delay I don't
think it will be completed until Au­
gust.

MR. SULLIVAN—How long have
they been working at it?

MR. JENNINGS—Since last August
MR. SULLIVAN—Will you have

sufficient money to finance this is
view of the delay. It should have
been done months ago.

MR. JENNINGS.—The work is be­
ing handled by the best contractors
in the city.

MR. SULLIVAN—Then it is a con
tract job.

MR. JENNINGS—Yes. It is.
MR. BENNETT—With your per­

mission I would like to make a few
remarks on this matter. The answer
given by Mr. Jennings is fair, and I
think is acceptable to the Opposition,
but the reason given by the Prime
Minister is absurd. We know that the
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Lunatic Asylum is able to accomodate
100 patients more now and the ex­
pense in this connection has to be
provided for by vote in the Estimates
also. There is no reason why the
Sanatarium is any different. It is not
different. What applies to the Lunatic
Asylum also applies to the Sanalarium
It was stated in this House that the
Government did not intend to open it
up because of the lack of funds, and
the members on this side of the
House protested and rightly because
if we are going to economize at tht,
expense of the Tubercular patients I
am sorry for the country. We had a
lesson the other day in this connec­
tion with regard to our soldiers and
sailors, and every member felt indig­
nant to think that we should econo­
mize at their expense, and we should
feel it more with regard to Tubercu
Jar patients. We went to the expense
cf building that Sanatarium, and
many of the patients are returned
soldiers, and after putting up the
building and equipping it in first class
condition, we are told that we cannot
afford to open it up to its full capac­
ity, and I say that it is camouflage on
the part of the Prime Ministep to con-.
done that neglect, and the only reason­
able excuse was given by Mr. Jen­
nings, in saying that it is because of
the shortage of water. The water sup­
ply should have been ready before
this, and the contractors have been
very dilatory in that regapd. I know
where they are and they are not half
way yet to where they are going to
get the water supply, and if it is open­
ed at all this winter it will not be be­
fore the end of December, if that is
the reason why it is closed. In the
meantime we are paying fop those
people in boarding houses down town,
when they should be in that Institu­
tion. Why was not the water supply
attended to at the completion of the
building. You don’t see a person
building a private house and then
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looking around to see where he will
get his water.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
That is not our fault it was built by
the late Government.

MR. BENNETT.—You have been in
office eighteen months and you have
done nothing. The late Government
thought there was a sufficient water
supply. I don’t believe that that is
the reason at all, I feel supe that there
is sufficient water to supply that In­
stitution.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Public Works if a special
grant has been made to the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries or to
that gentleman and his colleagues, of
55,000, or any other sum for the repair
of a poad at or near Bonavista, and if
so to state the amount. Also fi it is
correct that this work is being done
by men who are ordinarily employed
in connection with the F.P.U. at Port
Union; if a motor truck owned by the
F.P.U. is being employed for this work
and is being paid twenty-five dollars
a day and if not at what figure; if it is
corpect that people in the vicinity
where this road is being made, who
are in great need, cannot obtain em­
ployment on it, all employment being
reserved for men recommended by the
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies; also if recently repaips were made
to the road near Elliston, and if so
from what grant and what was the
cost of the said repairs; was the F.
P.U. truck employed thereon and if
so at what figure per day; are these
works being capried out by the
Chairmen of the elective road boards
for these vicinities or by or through
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
and his colleagues.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS
tabled a reply.

On the motion that the Bill entitled
"An Act to Provide for the Tempopary
Operation of the Nfld. Railway" be 

read the third time, the House divided
and there appeared in its favor:—
Hon. the Prime Minister, Minister of
Justice, Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries, Ministep of Education, Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs, Hon. Mr.
Foote, Minister of Public Works, Min­
ister of Shipping, Mr. LeGrow, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Winsor, Mr. Small, Mr.
Hibbs, Mr. Scammell, Mp. ’ Targett,
Mr. Guppy, Mr. Jones, Mr. Samson—
(18) and against it: Sir M. P. Cashin,
Sir J. C. Crosljie, Mr. Bennett. Mr.
Higgins. Mr. Vinnicombe, Dr. Jones,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Walsh, Mp. Sinnott,
Mr. Sullivan, Mr. MacDonnell, Mr.
Archibald, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Fox—(14),
so it passed in the affirmative and was
ordered accordingly.

On motion it was ordeped that the
Bill entitled “An Act to Provide for
the Temporary Operation of the Nfld.
Railway,” was read a third time, and
passed, and it was ordered that it be
engrossed, being entitled as above,
and that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting the
concurrence of that body in its ppo-
visions.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Cahir.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. FOX.—While we are on this

vote, Mp. Chairman, I would like to
have a word on the matter of the sal­
ary of Miss Sullivan of the Depart­
ment of Public Works. I happen to
know Miss Sullivan and I know she is
one of the most efficient members of
the Civil Service. She has to support
a family, and her father was the late
Inspector General Sullivan whose ser­
vices in connection with the affairs of
this countpy need no extolling by me
or anyone else. I think it is not fair
to have her salary less than that of a 
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clerk in a temporary position. On the
admission of the Minister of Works
himself the temporary clerk was en­
gaged at $720 a year, which is in ex­
cess of the salary of the permanent
one, and I recommend to the Govern­
ment that Miss Sullivan’s stipend be
raised so as to at least be equal to
that of the young lady engaged last
year. It is not fair to say it will not
be raised because she has not asked
for it. Did you ask for your raise or
refuse to accept it because you had
not asked for it. You took the ses­
sional pay of $4,000 as head of the de­
partment while your predecessor had
only $2,400. Did you object because
you had not asked and do you think
we will accept your statement that
because she did not ask for it, you are
not going to give it to her. Is not her
salary to be gauged by her capabili­
ties—and you ought to be able to state
in this House that because of her cap­
abilities you yourself assessed her
salary. The other came to you from
the Militia Department, and you gave
her 5^0 more than the permanent
clerk though you did not know her
qualifications. You ought to know
the commendation of Miss Sullivan
from this side is correct. She is one
of the most efficient of her class and
won a foremost place in every com­
petition here and abroad—a few years
ago she won the Sloan-Duployan
Shield against the world. She is a girl
of 20 or 21 years, the main support of
a family, the daughter of a man who
gave the best years of his life to the
services of Newfoundland and to have
her salary cut and made lower than
that of the one you took in to clean
up excess correspondence in your de­
partment is grossly unjust. I ask you
to take this up and put her on a level
with the clerk you ape now dispensing
with. We are not asking a favor for
her, but for recognition of her ser­
vices and efficiency and because she 

is the daughter of a man who for 40
or 45 years gave himself to the onet-
ous duties of Head Constable of the
country.

MR. MOORE.—I would like, Mr.
Chairman, to subscribe a few words
to what has been said by the members
for St. John's East. I know Miss Sul­
livan and her capabilities; I saw her
work at the Works Department, and
if the lady who is now with the Min­
ister get $720, she also is worth it. I
hope the Hon. Minister of Marine will
use his influence in this matter but
the Minister of Works has sulked and,
slapped the Estimates on the desk.
But that is not the way you are going
to get them through. We will stay
here till next Regatta if necessary to
have things done properly. How
about A. H. Salter being paid $1400—■
that is not on the Estimates.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
He is paid out of different votes from
the institutions.

MR. MOORE.—It should not go
through as he si not wopth it. Surely
the Hon. Minister of Marine will not
let it go while there are people in my
district starving. He is getting a
double salary—one from the Royal
Stores and a rake off of $1400.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
He is getting no rake-off. You are
measuring him by youp own bushel.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Does the hon. member make the
charge that Mr. Salter is getting a
rake-off.

MR. MOORE.—I won’t make the
charge btu he is a stool pigeon and
it is common property around town.
Will the Hon. Minister of Marine
stand for it?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Will you make the charge that he is
getting gpaft?

MR. MOORE.—I will not do that but
I will make the charge that he is get­
ting a rake-off on the orders of the



1076 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

Royal Stores. He is getting $1400 but
the people in King’s Cove are starving
and have threatened to tear down the
stores.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Mr. Salter is saving five times $1400.

MR. MOORE.—The Deputy Minister,
Mr. Harris, is well able to do the work
and is disgusted. Wo will not allow"
this to go through till the Hon. Min­
ister of Marine who is the only one to
give an order here, sees that it is cut
out. He is the only one to see that
Miss Sullivan is treated fairly. This
kind of thing, this case of Salter, is
causing all the rupture all over the
country.

SIR .1. C. CROSBIE.—I regret that
my hon. friend threw across the floor
whether we would be allowed to do
this or that; we may not let him out
of the House at all yet. When he
throws down the cudgel to me, the
Scotch in me rises and I say, No. You
say that Salter is saving five times
what he is getting, but do you think
there is no other one to do it. He
was absolutely stuffed there because
of what he did in politics. I will tell
the story to show the disgrace of it
while the people ape walking the
streets idle. He is getting a salary at
the Royal Stores and it is indecent to
chuck him out this $13,800. Will you
stand for it Hon. Minister of Marine­
will you let it be done. Do you think
it is a square deal Mr. Minister of
Shipping? Men w’ho went overseas and
fought for us are chucked about while
Salter is getting a salary fpom the
Royal Stores and also $1400. I object
to it. I have made up my mind as to
where I am and will stay here till we
get word that Salter will not get the
job from the Government but that you
will give it to a returned man who is
as god as ever Salter was. No votes
will go through till I am told this. I
want woj-d from the Government as
to what will be done about it or the 

votes will not go through. What are
you going to do Hon. Prime Minister?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Whatever consideration I will give it
as a matter of business I will not con­
sider it as put.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE.—Your master
gave Mr. Walsh a road and will pro­
bably give a promise of this if you do
not. I do not put this as a threat but
as an appeal for a returned man who
is beating about idle. They were hail
GALLEY—722
fellows when they left and you pro­
mised them many things in your Mani­
festo but do not carry them out. The
Minister of Works does not want Salt­
er but he is foisted on him by you.
The Hon. Minister of Marine knows he
has no j-ight there and if he has any
manhood he will get up and say so.
What will you do, sir? I do not want
to embarass you but I am looking out
for a returned soldier. I will give
you his name privately but do not
want to give it here as it would not
be fair. Let this be considered to­
morrow.

MR. FOX.—I ask that we take up
Miss Sullivan’s salary. Will you re-
considej- it, Mr. Minister of Works.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
Yes.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—As
I anounced a few days ago, Mr.
Chairman, the vote for the Justice eD-
partment, as far as the Estimates go,
shows no changes in them except the
reduction, but I would like to avail of
this opportunity to say a few words as
to the Labrador Boundary. I propose
to ask for a vote in Supplemental Sup­
ply for it. The subject foj- many
years has been the cause of much
caustic and witty comment but the
time has now arrived when it is com­
ing to a head. I stated it last year
and perhaps if the hon. members will
bear with me, I will give a short his­
tory of it up to the present stage. In
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1903 the Dickie people had a mill at
Hamilton Inlet and while cutting tim­
ber, Canada stepped in and demand­
ed what they claimed was duo the
Canadian Government. The Dickie
Co. refused and appealed to the New­
foundland Government. The latter
stood behind them and said they
should not pay whereon the Quebec
authorities took an action against the
Dickie people in the Quebec Courts
and Newfoundland undertook to de­
fend them. Then the Courts realized
that the Dickie question would not
settle the matter, of jurisdiction be­
cause Newfoundland had power over
the rivers from the watershed to the
ocean but it might not decide the pow­
er over other areas. It was a bigger
question than that of Dickie’s title
and it was decided to refer it to high­
er tribunals.

But there has been a considerable
amount of correspondence with re­
gard to the terms of submission. The
Newfoundland Government retained
very many counsels but the burden of
the case fell upon the late Mr. Mart­
in Furlong, K.C., who devoted a con­
siderable amount of time, care and
attention to the case and especially to
the actual draft of the submission so
that the case for Newfoundland -would ,
not be prejudiced. He always recognis­
ed that Canada was a very big iriflu-
ential country and Newfoundland was
merely a province. He always con­
tended even to the day of his death
that when the submission was submit­
ted to the Privy Council it should be
such so that there would be no influ­
ence used to boost the case for the
Canadian Government. When the ne­
gotiations started the Canadian Gov­
ernment wanted the Privy Council to
lay down a boundary line between the
two countries. If the Privy Council
were to lay down such a line New­
foundland would go to the wall under
the battalions of Canada. So Mr.

Furlong contended the question to
submit to the Privy Council was
what is the boundary line according
to the proclamations and laws of the
present time and it was some time be­
fore Canada would accept that. Then
from the correspondence it was glean­
ed that little or nothing was done up
to 1911 and during the war nothing
was done. When the war was over in
1918 the then Attorney General for
Newfoundland, Mr. Morine, was ap­
proached by the Department of Jus­
tice at Ottawa and the Governor here
who had received despatches asking
that the matter be brought to a head
so that the potential development of
Labrador would not be retarded. So
he took it up and he could be nothing
else but impressed by the stand tak­
en by the late Mr. Furlong. That was
reduced into writing the correspond­
ence changed hands as Mr. Morine
went out of office and I went in after
the election. Then the Department of
Justice at Ottawa were pressing for
the signing of the agreement and for
the hearing of the case. It was then
deemed necessary to engage a good
counsel for the Government and the
standing counsel for the Government,
Messrs. Burn and Burridge, engaged
Sir John Simon an ex-attorney gener­
al of England. Every member of the
House who belongs to the legal fra­
ternity knows that he is an outstand­
ing figure of the English Bar. Bar­
rington Ward who took the silk eigh­
teen months ago and whom I met was
also retained. According to the Eng­
lish practice every man who is a K.
C. must have a junior and W. C. Monc-
tion was engaged. Then the question
of getting the evidence together came
up. I want to assure the members of
the House that that entails quite a
bit of work. I do not think. Mr. Fur­
long left any brief of any evidence but
he left a large library on the matter.
There was another source of evidence 
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and that was the Colonial Record Of­
fice in London and consisted of des­
patches from 1683. This had to be
gone into and since I have been At­
torney General I have gone through all
the records and I made a brief of all
the evidence that could be gathered
from the Colonial evidence. The cop­
ies made by Miss D’Alberti who was
here some years ago provided inter­
esting history. Then it was agreed be­
tween the Department of Justice at
Ottawa and the Department of Jus­
tice here that each would be at liberty
to examine the records of the other.
All our evidence was collected by my­
self here and Mr. Monction, Captain
Victor Gordon and myself over in
London. Finally it was all put forth
in the shape of a case which was
printed and sent out. I submitted a
copy of it to Mr. Higgins and I am
sorry he did not return it as I want­
ed it for the House. It easily con­
tained one hundred pages and that
would not include the appendage of
documents.

Then after I left London a lot of
work had to be done in various libra­
ries. Mr. Smith told me there was
some strong evidence at the Rhode
Island Library. When I left London
the case was being proceeded with by
Messrs. Ward, Gordon and Monction
and the prepared case reached me in
February or March last. And it is
absolutely necessary to make further
searches. I would like to point out
what Canada is doing. In London she
has seven men engaged making
searches for evidence and on Labra­
dor also. When Mr. Smith came down
here some time ago he found a lot of
information and according to the
agreement he had to furnish me with
a copy of what he found whether in
Canada's favour or ours. And after
he had left I received a parcel of
documents nine inches thick. I
strongly urge upon the House the de­

sirability of not letting this matter
drop. We cannot afford to lose any
opportunity of putting our case in the
best light possible. Then I received
an advice from Mr. Monction as to
further investigation and I will read
this part of it. (Reads) We the i em­
ployed Mr. Wni. Hardy a man of con­
siderable experience and knowledge
as to whore to look for this kind of
document. He sent me a memo which
is too long to read to the House.
(Reads). So you see it is not going
to be a very cheap arrangement. The
work of our case to be done in the
United States ought to take about two
months so says Mr. Smith and he pro­
mised to give all the assistance he
could. (Reads). So that is the position
of the matter at the present time I
have had soriie letters from Sir Edgar
Bowring our High Commissioner as
to the employment of Mr. Hardy and
I could not do anything definite until
1 know sufficient funds are available
and I propose asking for a vote of ten
thousand dollars in order to carry out
this work. Under the terms of the re­
ference it was agreed that when Can­
ada and Newfoundland had prepared
ti e cases one would exchange its own
case for the case of the c/her and as
soon as that was done there would be
a counter case to be exchanged within
a fixed time. These times have not been
fixed and in connection therewith I
have been in communication with the
Minister of Justice for Canada, Mr. Do­
herty. When I signed the agree­
ment in London no further steps had
been made but since then I have been
busy. I wrote him asking when
would it be possible to fix a date and
I suggested nine months for the pre­
paration of the case and three months
for the exchange of reply so that the
case ought to come on about July
next and Mr. Doherty replied as the
Canadian House was open then he
cculd not decide definitely about the 
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period but he thought the nine months
would be all right. I propose to write
him again soon asking him when it
would be possible to name a date so
that we may know when the case will
go before the Privy Council. I hope I
have not wearied the House in trac­
ing the history of this case and I hops
tlie proposed vote will be favourably
considered, I think the vote a very
small one considering the amount of
work to be done. I therefore beg r.o
submit the first vote.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—We have heard
this case alluded to time after time
and I would like to understand from
the Minister of Justice when will be
the time when both sides will be sat­
isfied as to the state of their case for
submission to the tribunal before
which it will come. But I do object
to having this a mainstay for many
lawyers both here and cn the other
side. It grates on my nerves to have
so many lawyers treating our case. I
am prepared to vote the essential am­
ount-provided it will benefit our case
but we have in the past been coming
in here voting money to different per­
sons. I agree with the Minister of
Justice that we should see this mat­
ter through. We ought to hang on to
all that we can but when can we fin­
alise this matter? Putting it off has
been our practice. The legal lights
of both sides of the House ought to
get together and settle this thing.

Mr. Furlong, as the Minister of Jus­
tice said, handled the case very thor­
oughly and I agree that he succeed­
ed in getting more information than
anyone else. When Mr. Smith was
here he told me there was some very
valuable information here in the Col­
onial Secretary's Office.

I had one or two conversations with
Mr. Smith when he was here and I
was surprised that he had so much
valuable information for this Colony
in this case and which he left at the

Colonial Secretary’s Office. Now I
am quite in accord with voting any
reasonable amount to carry on this
case and disposing of it once and for
all, but I do object to coming in here
year after year and passing this thing
on to posterity. Take the whole case
out and finish it, because while it re­
mains in abeyance there is a lot of
valuable land held up on the Labra­
dor on that boundary line. This case
has been going on for at least ten or
twelve years to my knowledge. I re
member we had Governor MacGregor
who went down there and did a lot <.f
work in that direction, but I do not
know whether or not his evidence was
handed over to the Justice Depart-
mento Now the quicker this case is
settled the better for the Govern­
ment, for the Dominion of Canada and
for Newfoundland. I think that the
Minister of Justice should bring down
an estimate of what he thinks it is
going to cost this Colony to finalize
this case. I want the Minister of Jus­
tice to come down with a business­
like proposition as to how much
money is wanted to bring the case to
a finish, as I fail to see why a half
dozen lawyers, either here or abroad,
should be eating up the money we
vote; some of the lawyers, perhaps,
will get fat fees, without even having
dotted an I or crossed a T. I wish to
say again that I am prepared to vote
a sufficient amount to complete this
case once and for all and not have it
handed down to our children’s child­
ren, as I believe this Labrador Bound­
ary case has in the past, at any rate,
been a case of milking the cow so far
as the legal fraternity was concerned.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman, How­
ever much lawyers disagree on other
things I think this is an occasion—I
refer now to the graceful compliment
paid by the Hon. Minister of Jusitce
tiiis evening to the late lamented Mr.
Furlong—where some of us must 
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agree. As one who had the great
pleasure of his close acquaintance. 1
listened with deep interest to the kind­
ly words of appreciation that fell
from the lips of the Minister. It
brought me back to the. enthusiastic
interest displayed by the late Mr.
Furlong in that Labrador Boundary
matter and it is sad to feel that the
knowledge that attended that great
mind should have been lost. He was
not alone the greatest lawyer in the
country and not alone in a class to
himself as a lawyer; but particularly
pathetic was it that he should have
been called away when his mind was
so richly stored in relation to this
particular question and a question
that only an extraordinary mind could
encompass. I had the great privilege
of being associated in business with
him and of realizing that not only did
lie take an interest on this matter but
l ean testify to the voluminous amount
of research work that he did in con
nection with it and the great mass of
material that lie collected. There
were thousands, of dollars worth of
literary mattei in his office that he
was never compensated for. Apart of
any law fees, he was never compens­
ated to a fraction of a degree for the
amount of time and study that he gave
to this Labrador matter. In his lib­
rary to-day there is a collection of a
class of literature that the ordinary
lawyer would marvel at. It is extra­
ordinary the mass of material he had
really gone into. He had everything
appertaining not alone to Labrador
but had books on all kinds of expedi­
tions on either side of the Atlantic of
long ago and he had read and studied
them. Unfortunately, the pity is he
was the class of man that left no re­
cord behind him. The records of all
the data collected by his giant intel­
lect were not made by him and the
great bulk of his knowledge passed
away with him. It was because of the 

great work that he had done, as stat­
ed by the Minister of Justice, and be­
cause I regard this matter as a mat­
ter of urgency, it not being a party
question, prompted me to rise and
speak.

It is a source of satisfaction to know
that despite all the strategic positions
advanced by illustrious Counsels and
great minds in Canada and in the Old
Country that the line of thought laid
down on this important question by
the home product—the late Mr. Fur­
long—was ultimately forced to be ac­
cepted by the Privy Council. People
there were who could not properly
understand or appreciate the differ­
ence between the point of view taken
by Mr. Furlong and the others. As
the Hon. Minister of Justice has inti­
mated, there was a material differ­
ence between having the conditions
defined by a Committee of the Privy
Council and having the boundary line
fixed and decided upon, and having
them to undertake and decide to fix a
boundary where we said there was a
boundary. That was due to the fore­
sight and dogged determination of
Mr. Furlong. It is now only a ques­
tion of what evidence can be produced
to back up the statement as to what
that boundary is. As a tribute to his
memory and in grateful recognition of
what he has done for me, I would like
to see the best possible done and to
see this Labrador Boundary question
given a trial, out of respect for him.
I care not on what side of the water
men were on, it will be difficult to
find a man his superior or who took
such a great responsibility or such a
keen interest in this matter as the late
Mr. Furlong. Therefore, in the words
of Sir Michael Cashin, I would like to
see this thing brought to a speedy
termination, and I propose to give my
very strongest support to anything to
be brought down here for that pur­
pose. Some people blame the lawyers 
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for the delay, but, unfortunately, a
matter like this is not one that can be
brought through as quickly as the or­
dinary layman can imagine. I think
that whatever amount is necessary for
this thing we ought to vote it. Un­
fortunately, for this country we are
not able to cope with Canada In the
matter of finance, as I understand
they have now seven or eight men on
the Labrador on an expedition. Un­
fortunately, we are not able to do
that;but we have Sir John Simon look-
iing after our interests on the other
side of the water and in him we have
a man in whom I have not alone im­
plicit faith with regard to his trust­
worthiness, but his ability as a lawyer
is beyond question or discussion.

For these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I
am prepared to support a vote for the
expediting of a decision on this im­
portant matter.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—Mr. Chairman,
I am quite in accord with the remarks
of some previous speakers. In fact I
told the Minister of Justice that I
would gladly support the vote when
it came up on the ground that I do not
want to give up one inch of Newfound­
land, and, like Sir Michael Cashin, I
would like to see this question settled
once and for all time. I heard about
this thing the first time I came into
public life and still it is in existence.
I am prepared to vote whatever am­
ount the Minister of Justice thinks it
is necessary to finalize the case. The
land is in dispute and the quicker it
is settled the better for all concern­
ed. I know what it means to a man
who has to go around seeking inform­
ation on this question and I sympa­
thize with the Attorney General.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, I
did not hear the debate on the Labra­
dor Boundary Question and for my
own information I would like to ask
the Minister of Justice what progress
has been made towards submitting our 

case before the Privy Council and
what is really the position in relation
to the dispute. I am informed that the
Canadian and Newfoundland Govern­
ments have come to an understanding
and I presume that the whole thing
will be finalized this year. Has all
the evidence possible been collected
with regard to Newfoundland?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
am trying to get the case up for argu­
ment before the Privy Council in June
1922 and with that end in view I am
communicating with Mr. Doherty, the
Attorney General of Canada.

MR. BENNETT.—For nearly twen­
ty years past I have been hearing
about this dispute and it is not set­
tled. I know that the late Mr. Martin
W. Furlong had the case well in hand
and the terms of the argument were
decided upon before Mr. Furlong died.
Mr. Furlong is dead several years
now. What progress has been made
since he died? Is this thing to go on
for the next ten years? Surely it is to
be finalized some time in the near fu­
ture. Why has not all the informa­
tion been collected for Newfoundland
yet? I am sorry I was not here to hear
the first part of the debate on this im­
portant matter this afternoon. I am
quite in accord with what has been
said by some gentlemen on this side
of the House. From what I know
about the matter the probabilities are
that the Attorney General will be a
long period in his office before the
case is settled. As Sir Michael Cash­
in said, it is a case of the milch cow
getting tossed into the hands of the
lawyers. We have a Bill before the
House now that is involved in this
matter. The place in dispute on the
Labrador is part of the land that the
Labrador Pulp and Paper Corpora­
tion of America have been paying for
yearly to the Newfoundland Govern­
ment. Well if we are taking rentals
unjustly we will have to return them.
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Personally I believe our case will be
successful for Newfoundland, but it
appears to me that we are Just as far
from a solution of this question now
as we were ten years'ago. It is quite
true there was a lot of lawyers engag­
ed and it is quite true that Sir John
Simon is an eminent lawyer. He was
engaged after the case was handed
from one lawyer to another and one
Government to another for years and
years. Still it has not got us any fur­
ther advanced in the case.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
We are further now.

MR. BENNETT.—I hope your prog­
nostications will turn to be correct.
Last year when we wished you bon
voyage we expected that on your re­
turn that the thing would be settled
or that you would have something de­
finite to tell us. Now you tell us that
the matter will not be ready for argu­
ment before June 192. Now it is no
use us anticipating something that is
not going to happen. Probably the
solution of the Labrador Boundary
question will be found in the Esti­
mates we are considering to-day and
the Budget that we will have to con­
sider before this House closes. It is
going to be a matter that I am afraid
that Newfoundland is going to be left
in the lurch in. The Labrador Bound­
ary question is on a par with what was
known as the French Shore question,
which was another great football for
lawyers and politicians. I do not
want to delay the House, but I con­
gratulate the Minister of Justice on
the endorsation that he has received
from this side of the House and I want
to assure him that as far as I am con­
cerned that I hope he will be success­
ful in every possible way, though I am
afraid that with all his energy and all
his ability and all his good intentions
that there will not be a settlement of
the Labrador Boundary next year or 

for many years to come and that New-
foundland will have to pay the piper.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain resolutions and asked leave to
sit again.

On motion this report was received,
and adopted and it was ordered tnat
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Hon. the Minister of Justice pre­
sented the following Report:

The Select Committee appointed to
consider the Bill for the Confirmation
of an Agreement between the Govern­
ment and the Dominion Iron and Steel
Co. and the Nova Scotia Steel and
Coal Company, Ltd., beg to report
that the Committee has had several
conferences with the representatives
of the Company and has thoroughly
discussed the agreement. The Com­
mittee is of opinion that the Bill
should be passed in its present form.

(Sgd.) W. R. WARREN.
W. F. COAKER.
W. J. HIGGINS.
J. R. BENNETT.
R. A. SQUIRES.

July 26th, 1921.
On motion this Report was receiv­

ed and adopted and it was ordered
thut the Bill entitled “An Act for tne
Confirmation of an Agreement between
the Government and the Dominion
Iron & Steel Co. and the Nova Scotia
Steel & Coal Co., Ltd.” be referred to
a Committee of the Whole House on
to-morrow.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An
Act Respecting the Extension of the
Railway System of the Colony’,” with
some amendments, in which they re­
quest the concurrence of the House
of Assembly.
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On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter the amendment was read a first
time and it was ordered that it he
read a second time presently.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter and with unanimous consent the
said amendment was read a second
time and agreed to, and it was order­
ed that a message be sent to the Leg­
islative Council that the House of As­
sembly had concurred in the said am­
endment without amendment.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Thursday afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, July L'Sth
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to
adjournment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Hon. Minister of Posts gave Notice
of Question.

Mr. Moore gave Notice of Question.
SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the

Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
lay on the Table of the House a state­
ment showing the number of vessels
cleared for the Labrador fishery this
year, last year and the previous year,
if these details are kept in his De­
partment; and if not, to procure them
from whatever Department keeps such
records and submit them here.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
his attention has been called to an ar­
ticle in the past issue of the “Western
Star” which asserts that illegal sal­
mon fishing is general on -the West
Coast, and that at one point a party
of five tourists from abroad were so
disgusted with conditions that they
left for home earlier than they intend­

ed; and if the Government, as it has
abandoned the system of fishery ward­
ens, will take any steps to prosecute
the parties guilty of these offences.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs if it
is the case that officials in his Depart­
ment are destroying all newspapers
addressed to points in the Northern
Bays, except the Advocate and the
Star; if this is done with his approval
and that of his Department; and if any
written instructions to that effect
have been given, to lay copy of the
same on the Table.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education if it is his in­
tention to appoint a Private Secretary
after the closing of this House, and if
so to state who he proposes for this
position and what is the need for such
an appointment.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Col­
onial Secretary if a claim on behalf
of the F.P.U. for payment of several
hundred dollars for clothes supplied
to the crew of the motor boat "F.P.
U.” is or has been before his Depart­
ment and if the facts are that this
motor boat was lost on the North
coast a year ago, the crew escaping;
if the crew claimed that they lost their
belongings and secured new outfits
from the F.P.U. store in the vicinity;
if the bills for these outfits were
sent to the Poor Commissioner and by
him to the Relieving Officer in the
vicinity; if the Relieving Officer re­
fuses to certify the bills on the
ground that the men saved all their
clothes and suffered no loss whatever,
if the Hon. Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter have both written urging that the
bills be signed, and if so why, and to
lay on the table of the House copies
of all correspondence in relation to
this matter.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice the
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House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en­
titled “An Act for the Confirmation of
an Agreement between the Govern­
ment and the Dominion Iron and Steel
Company and the Nova Scotia Steel &
Coal Co., Ltd.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Chairman, be­

fore this clause (Clause G) goes
through I would like to say that I
think this water power is in dispute
at the present time. Probably the
Minsiter of Justice could inform us
regarding that.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Mr. Chairman, I may say that there
was no license granted, but only a
minute of Council, and that has been
cancelled for more than a year and
nothing has been heard from the part­
ies. There is no absolute grant made
by this Act; that would have to be
done after.

MR. HIGGINS.—Mr. Chairman, 1
want to say just a word with respect
to this bill before it goes through.
Hon. members will remember that no­
tice of this bill was given early in the
session. It has been on the order
paper, and copies have been in the
hands of hon. members, for a long
time. It was referred to a Select
Committee, and it comes back from
the Select Committee without any al­
teration whatever. The Committee
would like to have certain changes
made because of certain involved ex­
pressions, and also with a view to get­
ting better terms for the Colony, but
we find ourselves confronted with the
fact that the companies come back
with the proposition that this con­
tract'was entered into away back in
September, that conditions have
changed since that time, and that if
they had to make a contract to-day
it would not be as favorable as this 

one. We will all recognize that the
real value of this contrcat is not in
the duty but in the employment that
it will afford. The companies will not
now be able to give this as an excuse
for tying up the work on the Island,
and if business is still tied up it is a
financial tie-up and not due to this
contract.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Gov­
ernment members on that Committee
I may say that they associate them­
selves with what the hon. member for
St. John’s East has said. Mr. Higgins
has correctly stated the position. Not
only have conditions changed for the
companies but they have changed for
the country. With conditions as they
are, and the companies willing to
avail of any exuse to stop work, we
thought this was the only course. As
Mr. Higgins pointed out, the main
thing now is to get employment.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, I
merely want to subscribe to the ideas
expressed by the hon. member for St.
John’s East and the Minister of Jus­
tice. The Opposition members, at
least of that Committee, were anxious
to make the best possible agreement
in the interests of the Colony. It is
unfortunate that at a juncture like
this we should be called upon to make
a contract. We are in a position that
we cannot very well turn down any­
thing that will give employment. Un­
der the old contract the companies
paid 7% cents per ton for ore export­
ed, or $75,000 on a million tons. Un­
der this new contract they are to pay
25 cents per ton for ore exported to
Nova Scotia, or $250,000 on a million
tons.

The idea behind that was this: The
companies made a large extension ot
their operations and under present
conditions it is very difficult to raise
money and they want the proposition
be as practicable as possible so 
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that they may be able to raise the
money. They are going to build a
large smelting works in Great Britain
and a big furnace will be required on
account of the peculiarity of the Bell
Island ore and that is going to cost
a large sum of money. We have no
reason to believe that there will be
any curtailment and the difference in
duty will more than off set what goes
to foreign markets. The strongest
objection I have is the twenty year
period over which the agreement ex-
tends. And I pointed out that it was
unfair to ask the Country under suchi
present abnormal conditions to enter
into an agreement for such a long
time. If matters were normal per­
haps the contract would not have been
entered into at all. However less
than that would not be acceptable to
the Companies. They- said they could
not get finance if this period was not
obtainable. Another feature is that
when the original seven and one half
cents per ton was effected the ore
could be mined for one dollar per ton
but to-day the cost is double and the
price of steel is low. Therefore the
immediate prospects of the Companies
are not bright and they want a con­
tract as attractive as possible. I
quite agree with the expression at
Mr. Higgins that the whole object is
that we get an assurance at least that
they will extend their operations on
the Island and it is only a matter of
time when they will employ double the
number they usually engage. That
means an increase in the revenue and
I want employment for our people.
The tax is a mere drop in the bucket.
We have to look to the future and
this is one of the places where de­
velopment will take place. I therefore
support it.

MR. ARCHIBALD.- -I am glad that
this Government even at this late day
has taken this matter up. I am in­
terested in this Bill as it means the 

life of Conception Bay and I have no
doubt that the Select Committee gave
the matter their closest attention. I
am also very glad the Companies con­
cerned are hereby helped to go ahead
with their contracts. The tax is not
worrying me either. I have much plea­
sure in supporting the Bill.

STR M. P. CASHIN.—I would like
to express my approval of this Bill be­
fore it goes through and I wish to
point out what is the mystery why
this Bill has been held up until this
hour of the day. It was introduced
on April 8th last and no substantial
reason has been given this House for
the hold up. We have asked from this
side of the House several times why
and have received evasive answers
and here we are to-day receiving it
back from the Committee without any
alteration. I like my colleagues am
not concerned so much about the ex­
port duty on the ore. I would look
for an increase in the earning pow­
ers of the people in the shipping and
the mining of the ore. The export
duty on the ore under this Bill gives
us a small revenue but when the earn­
ing power of the people is increased
we receive about fifty per cent, under
the new tariff and I think this mat­
ter should have been finalised long
ago. I take it that while this was in
the slings the companies in question
have been hampered. I understand
on the Island labour has been consid­
erably reduced and matters over there
are not looking very bright. To the
ordinary lay man this agreement is a
Chinese puzzle and most of the claus­
es cannot be grasped at the first per­
usal. However it places the compan­
ies in a position to make- contracts
and I think development over there is
not going to be very much. At the
present time they have a million and
a half tons of ore in the pockets over
there and therefore labour will be re­
duced during the autumn and winter 
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months. While there may be a lot of
things that could be found fault with
in this matter yet Bell Island is lay­
ing the golden egg for Newfoundland
as well as Aguathuna and Grand
Falls. These are the places upon
which we are depending. Therefore
we must not quibble over small items
in this but I fear it is too late as quite
a number of men have been laid off,
however, I suppose there was a reason
why there was such a long delay. I
agree with the finding of the Coni'
mittee.

MR. WALSH.—As I am the only
practical miner in the House I wish
to say a word before this bill goes
through. A bill of such importance
as this one should have come up ear­
lier in the session. I quite agree with
the expressions of the preceding
speakers in that it is not so much a
matter of export duty but it is a
question of employment. I agree with
Sir Michael Cashin that it is perhaps
too late to change matters now. Sec­
tion 11 deals with the erection of
working men’s Homes. (Reads.) In
most industrial centres in Canada and
the United States and even here the
companies erect homes for the em­
ployees. That was done at Little Bay
mines. I merely offer the suggestion
that the words, “If requested by the
Government" be struck out and have
it definite. Why not have suitable
homes constructed by the Companies
and let them charge a small rental for
the same. The closing paragraph of
section 9 reads as follows. (Reads.)
I do not agree with that. If they un­
dertake to supply coal locally there
ought not to be any discrimination.
Profiteering has been going on long
enough and it is time to have a com­
petent man appointed to handle this
matter. When I first came into this
Chamber seven years ago I advocated
the appointment of a competent in­
spector. There are many men around 

suitable for the job. It is an import­
ant matter.

Some were killed and discovered
only by chance, and yet there is no
law on the Statute Books to prevent
accidents. A man may work only a
week and be given charge of dyna­
mite, but this should not be, as it is
not done elsewhere. I speak from
experience as a partner of mine is
now in Heaven as the result of a dy-
part in our country and I have great
petency and neglect. There have been
many sad occurrences since then and
I know from the papers that many are
killed in the same way. This is a
serious matter and I hope the Hon.
Prime Minister will deal with it as
such. There is not a man on the oth­
er side of the House, perhaps, as well
qualified as myself to deal with this
matter and I hope Mr. Hall and Mr.
Geo. Turner will be appointed to ex­
amine a man for the post but will see
that there is no party politics in it as
all I am interested in is in seeing a
good man selected. I am glad the
Hon. Minister of Fisheries is looking
forward to our mines playing a great
part in our country and I have grea
faith in Notre Dame Bay as a mineral
section. The great mine of Little Bay
was discovered by accident and it is
only the last few’ years that any in­
telligent attempt has been made to
Search for mineral and I think if we
abolished the Model Farm and devot­
ed the money towards a search for
mineral under competent men, it
w’ould be the best money ever spent
You do not need to go a foot below
the surface in all parts of the coun­
try for mineral and in Little Bay it is
found in all the coves, etc. In Sleepy
Valley, which we spoke of just now
you have solid 12% ore from wall to
wall and the same is to be found on
the West Coast in different parts. I
make these suggestions and look for?
ward to other avenues besides the fish­
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cries and commend these remarks to
the Hon. Prime Minister, hoping they
will have the consideration which they
should get from him and the Gov­
ernment.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
Tlie Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that It
be read a third time presently.

On motion of Hon. the Minister of
Justice and with the unanimous con­
sent, the Bill entitled “An for the
Confirmation of an Agreement between
the Government and the Dominion
Iron & Steel Co., and the Nova Scotia
Steel & Coal Co., Ltd.,” was read a
third time and passed, and it was or­
dered that it be engrossed, being en­
titled as above, and that it be sent to
the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

The Chairman from the Committee
of the Whole on Supply reported cer­
tain Resolutions which were read a
first time as follows:—

Colonial Secretary’s Department,
866,500.00.

The said Resolutions being read a
second time it was moved and sec­
onded that the House concur with the
Committee therein and the said Reso­
lutions were agreed to.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Minister of Justice, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—In

discussing the Estimates for the De­
partment of Jusitce on page 18 you
will see an increase for the Chief
Clerk and Registrar—given him be­
cause the Judges have been increased 

and the Judge of the District Court.
There is no change ih page 19 or 20;
on 21 the Magistrate Court contingen­
cies are reduced from $6,000 to $5,000;
pages 22 and 23 are the same except
uniforms and bedding are reduced
$1,200, and there is no change on page
25.

MR. HIGGINS.—I do not propose to
delay the time of the Committee, Mr.
Chairman, nor to deal in general with
the reduction of the civil servants, but
I wish to intimate that when we go
into Ways and Means I will then take
the position as I do now that the cut
is wrong in principle and in every
other way. It is an unsound position
for the State to set up to tax a man
beyond ordinarily, then add surtaxes
and super-taxes, etc., and also reduce
his salary. You cannot justify it as
the sum total of the reductions will
only be $200,000 and you are still frit­
tering money away in every direction.
It is unwise as you will get inferior
men—and to-day you must pay as men
cannot feel they are getting any re­
ward for being competent unless they
are paid their worth and value to their
department. I am particularly re­
minded of that in the vote under the
charge of the Department of the Hon.
Minister. I will not go so far as to
say that this is exceptional, but some
of those votes are striking. On page
17 the messenger gets $650, but oth­
ers of the same position get much
more. This man, Hy. Raynes, went
overseas, won a distinguished conduct
medal, is bright, reliable, intelligent,
but is put in at $650. Why? While
others who are not half so good get
double the pay. There is no basis on
which to justify that. On the next
page take the position as to What
happened the Chief Clerk and Regis­
trar in the Supreme Court. I do not
object, and so far as I can say Messrs.
Kent and Butler are not receiving pay
commensurate with the value they 
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give.' They are like the old police­
men—the country has got the bene­
fit of all their services—but if they
were in the outside world they would
command double their present salary.
But how can you justify the fact that
in the same department there is no
increase for the Registrar of Deeds
and Companies. If anything should
happen Mr. Adams he would have to
be replaced by an expert—he has an
extraordinary knowledge of convey­
ancing, etc. In other departments
there are men who went in only a
year or two ago but are getting $3,-
G00 and if Mr. Adams dropped out no
lawyer would take the position for
$5,000. You pay him $2,400--why not
increase him? I am not saying this as
a criticism of the Hon. Minister but I
cannot see how he can justify the
increase for one and have another
kept back. I do not say he should give
all officials increases, but there was
to be a great transformation when.
you got in form. The Salaries Com­
mission is as dead as the Railway
Commission—the only difference is
that these on the Civil Service brought
in a decent report but that of the
Railway Commission was a discredit
even to a Fourth-Form Government.
The difference is further that when
the Civil Service Commission laid
down a basis which would encourage
boys to go in for the Civil Service, it
was noticed but with regard to the
Railway report the Government took
good care to swallow their few ana
costly ideas—and costly they were be­
cause they were the same as every­
thing else they have done. Now take
the police and firemen; how can you
justify applying the reduction of 10,
15 and 20 per cent, to them. How can
you expect to get men to fill the
force. You exact from them health,
youth, intelligence, honesty; you take
the pick of the community and pay
them a miserable wage all along and 

just as they are getting to the half-
decent living point you cut them
again. How are you going to hold
them. The time will come when you
will call for them as you did some
while ago and you will not get them.
None but the old and worn out, who
cannot go anywhere else, will remaiu-
The resignations are coming in al­
ready. Take the suggestion which I
made in good faith a while ago—let
us give them the amount in excess of
our old-time sessional pay. What you
will save means nothing to the coun­
try but it is all to them. I now say
that it is manifestly unfair that just
as the force is getting into shape, you
should cripple it as you are doing.
The only one who will join now is
broken down timber who can manage
to smuggle past the doctor. It was
just getting to the stage of appealing
to the men but now it is all knocked
down again. Now here is another
case, Mr. McCarthy, the Clerk of the
Peace. He is decidedly a deputy and
is called upon to exercise not only
tile powers of a deputy but of a Mag­
istrate. He is a lawyer and I hope it
will not be said that because of this
I speak for him. You pay him $1400
less than the other deputies. As the
Hon. Minister of Justice knows he is
often called upon to function as Judge
when Judge Morris is sick or absent
through any cause, and his work is
of an administrative and judicial
character. He is daily called on to
act as Stipendiary Justice though he
has not the power but does so by
agreement of counsel, and I say that
nine-tenths of all the court work is
done in the Magistrate’s Court. In
the Supreme Court they only do a
fraction of what they do in the other.
The bulk of the litigation is done there
and only the big cases go up above.
This is something you cannot defend
and it is unjustifiable to lay down
these Estimates and say you will in­
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crease the Clerk and Registrar but
not him. My reason for making this
plea is this—that I object to any re­
ductions and hope the Government
will say they will enquire into cases
of. hardship—this one, the Hon. Min­
ister’s own clerk and also the police
and firemen. These should be the last
to be cut, it is false economy, saving.
money the wrong way. If you want
efficiency you have to pay for it. Busi­
ness places are being embezzled and
the owners are too mean to pay com­
petent help. I have found that the
firms paying the best wages suffer
less than others from robbery. This
is the result of my years in criminal
practice. If you want efficiency you
got to pay the man and it is a wrong
principle for us to sit down calmly
and decide on reductions. I do not
say this in a merely critical spirit but
I would like to see something done on
the lines I have suggested.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
have no fault whatever to find with
what the hon. member, Mr. Higgins,
has said—it is 100% true and I accept
it in the spirit in which it is offered.
I know he realizes that a Minister
sometimes has to decide to do a thing
in some cases but not do it in others
and I would be only too glad if I
could put all as they are actually
worth but think that under the cir­
cumstances that is imposible at pre­
sent. Take the case of Raynes, the
messenger’ in my Department, be came
in under the Civil Servants Commis­
sion report at $504.00 and was ad­
vanced $150.00 a year. As far as my
Department is concerned, I have tried
to apply that report wherever pos­
sible. With regard to Mr. Adams, he
has been in the Civil Service for
twenty years, but not always in the
Justice Department, and he is now re­
ceiving $2,400.00 per'year. In connec­
tion with the case of Mr. McCarthy,
he has written me submitting figures 

to show that if he were to come in for
this reduction, he would be back to
the 1914 scale of salary because he did
not share in the increases that were
given in the meantime, and I shall
place his case before the Executive
Council for consideration. The police
also made representations to me, set­
ting out that they did not share in the
last increase that was given and it is
the intention to arrange as far as pos­
sible that those who did not share in
the last increase will not be cut.

MR. BENNETT.—Will that apply
throughout the Civil Service.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—In
all -the other Departments the In­
crease was given.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Take the Cus­
tom House, there are men there who
have been receiving the same salary
for years while others during the past
year ot two have been increased four
and five hundred dollars.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—.
There are particular cases of the kind
you mention but the police as a class
did not get-the increases that were
given the other Civil Servants. I shall
have much pleasure in bringing these
matters before the Executive.

MR. SULLIVAN.—There are three
or four salaries in the Justice Depart­
ment in which increases have been
made on Executive responsibility and
all are cases where the recipients are
not family men. Now these men are
not only exempt from this cut but
they are also exempt from the Income
Tax and I do not think that is good
enough.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
They are exempt under the Income
Tax Act. Under that Act, which was
passed by the late Government, any­
one who judically interprets the Act
is not affected by its provisions.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Are the Judges
exempt from the Income Tax in Eng­
land?
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HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
No, they are liable to the Income Tax,
but in Canada they increased the
judges salaries $3,000 and made them
pay the tax, while here we increased
the salaries of the judges of the Su­
preme Court but did not impose the
tax.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Why should we
follow the example of Canada? This
country is only a small town compar­
ed with Canada and there is no reas­
on why we should have to pay at the
same rate as Canada does.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—It
is only the Provinces we are going by.

MR. SULLIVAN.—It is not fair to
increase these judges and let the sal­
ary of the man in Hr. Grace stay
where it is. Moreover, these men are
exempt from both the tax and the re­
duction while the other has to pay the
tax and also take the reduction.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
You cannot blame this Government.

MR. SULLIVAN.—It is not good
enough all the same.

MR. BENNETT.—Have you any idea
of the amount of fees collected by the
Registrar of the Supreme Court.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
cannot give you the exact figures but
the hon. member said the other day
that he heard they ran from $20,000
downwards, and as a result of that
statement by him, I had a visit from
the Chief Clerk next day and he told
:me he would gladly give up the fees
if he could be relieved of the work.
He assured me that they did not am­
ount to more than five or six hundred
dollars a year.

MR. BENNETT.—That is why I ask­
ed the question. I did make the state­
ment that I had been informed by an
officer of the Court that the Regis­
trar’s fees ran from $20,000 down. Of
course, I did not believe that this was
so, but Dr. Lloyd came to me and af­
ter hearing his explanation I want to 

set right any impression that might
have got abroad with regard to the
amount of fees he receives. The posi­
tion is that owing to the establish­
ment of Trust Companies in this coun­
try, the trusteeship of all large estates
is handed over to them while Sir Wil­
liam Lloyd gets only the small estates
which entail just as much work with
very little in the way of fees and he
told me that last year he did not re­
ceive in this way more than $500.00
after paying a stenographer himself.
The impression is abroad that he gets
very heavy fees and I asked the ques­
tion so that I might have that matter
cleared up. With regard to the salar­
ies of the Department of Justice, I
support what Mr. Higgins has said. I
know Mr. Raynes very well and I
know him to be a fine, industrious and
i rustworthy young man. He was one
of the men who went over and fought
during the war and he won the Dis­
tinguished Conduct Medal which was
a very high distinction for a private
soldier, and now in return he gets a
salary of $650.00, less than most girls
earn, while the messenger in the
Agriculture and Mines Department
next door gets $950.00. Now, I do not
object to Mr. Kearney, who is also a
returned soldier, getting this amount
because it is little enough, but there is
no reason why Mr. Raynes should not
get the same amount.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Chairman, the
reason why I spoke of the Judges’ sal­
aries was because of the evident dis­
crimination that is being practiced. It
has been brought to my notice that
men in the Department of Marine and
Fisheries are being disharged. Mr.
Dunphy, a herring inspector was get­
ting $900,000 a year and now that vote
is cut out. He has been in the Civil
Service for many years and he has a
claim on this country because his son
went overseas and was killed but in­
stead of the consideration that is due 
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him, this is the treatment he receives.
SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Chairman,

1 have a few remarks to make before
this vote goes through. I would like
first of all, however, to draw attention
to a letter in to-day’s Telegram head­
ed “M.H.A.’s Taken to Task” and read­
ing as follows:
Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—It is with reluctance that
1 have to make a statement regarding
what took place in the House last
evening. I have endeavoured up to the
present to take no part, whatever, in
any controversy regarding the parlia­
mentary doings of Newfoundland, but
on reading this morning’s Daily News
it is only my duty, as Manager of the
Cold Storage, to refute certain state­
ments made in regard to the dumping
of the frozen fish from the Cold Stor­
age.

Mr. Bennett appears to be very bom­
bastic in his dictation as to what
should have been done with this fish.
It would probably be more advisable
if the said Mr. Bennett made a few
enquiries before making such rash
statements, namely: “That the fish
were caught last year and because
of its being a little old it was dumped
in the fields for fertilizer:” I may
mention now that those fish were
caught in 1917, and have been in Cold
Storage since; therefore, under ordin­
ary hygienic principles, those fish are
unfit for human food. From the in­
formation of Mr. Bennett and Mr.
Walsh, I may mention that in the Old
Country all fish, which have been in
Cold Storage over one year are auto­
matically condemned by the Food In­
spector. The reference as keeping
the fish over until next year, and giv­
ing them to the destitute poor, I con­
sider this plan would be committing
murder on these poor people, by sup­
plying them with fish which is abso­
lutely unfit for human food. How­
ever, if Mr. Bennett disputes my state­
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ment he is welcome to come down to
the Cold Storage Plant, and I will,
with pleasure, supply him with a
quantity of the said fish and I hope
the eating of some will satisfy his
curiosity, and probably be the means
of his instituting enquiries before
making any rash statements.

The other matters referred to,name­
ly, that Mr.Bennett suggested the Gov­
ernment should buy up all the haddock
in the country at $5.00 per qtl. in or­
der to encourage the people to cure
it. is a matter which I leave to those
who have sense enough to study the
markets and market values. One more
point in which I wish to refer to is
the statement which Mr. Bennett
makes “that, probably, they would
have to pay 20 or 30 cents per pound
for smoked haddock during the com­
ing winter.” I think it only right to
state that since my arrival in the
country, at least, our price for smok­
ed haddock has been 10 cents per
pound. Therefore, in a summary, I
wish the public of Newfoundland to
note that not one statement made by
Mr. Bennett or Mr. Walsh contains
the least particle of truth, and I would
suggest for then- information that they
ought to collect data from which they
can make statements with accuracy,
instead of blowing off a lot of hot air.

Yours very truly,
W. LAMOND McINTOSH,

Manager.
July 28, 1921.
Another saviour arrived for the

country. How long has he been here,
Mr. Minister?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—I do not know anything
about him.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—He’ll soon find
you out like all the others. Now, Mr.
Chairman, it was not Mr. Bennett but
your humble servant who made the
statements that the writer of this let­
ter objects to. I happened to be at
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Petty Hr. some days ago when several
cart loads of frozen fish were being
unloaded there to be used as fertil­
izer. I went down and took a couple
of the fish and cut them with an axe
and I found that they were the same
kind of fish that I had been eating all
last winter and I am still alive in
spile of what Mr. McIntosh says. Per­
haps 1 am one of those people you
cannot poison. Now this McIntosh is
a man who drifted in here forty-eight
hours ago and if he had been here a
little earlier he would have been sent
to Washington to represent us there
on fishery matters. That is usually
what happens in this country when­
ever an upstart- of this kind drifts in
here as a half bum. This man may
be different, I do not know. I take
the responsibility for the statements
in question, but Mr. Benntt asked the
question why haddock was being sold
now as a fertilizer, and I put the
question on the Order Paper asking
the Minister of Fisheries what steps
were being taken with regard to the
matter. Mr. Bennett said that we are
paying 20c. and 30c. per pound for
smoked haddock and he was right.
Finnan haddie, which is the same as
the haddock that is now being sold
here as fertilizer, is sold by grocers
wholesale at 20c. per pound. Schools
of haddock have struck in on the
coast this season such as has not
been experienced for years. Take the
Battery for example; the fishermen
down there are bringing them in in
boat loads and selling them to the
farmers. Now, was not this fish worth
$10.00 a quintal last year and if $4.00
could be got for it this year would it
not be better than using it as fertil­
izer? It is nothing short of sorrowful
to be here discussing ways and means
when we have an article that last
year was worth $10.00 a quintal and
is worth nothing now. That is gone,
the lobster fishery is gone and the 

herring fishery is almost gone and
that is an industry whose value is not
appreciated. I doubt, Mr. Chairman,
if the value of all our industries this
year will amount to nine millions, let
alone getting nine millions revenue.

We are in a worse position to-night
than any country in the world and you
know it, and nobody knows it better
than the Minister of Marine & Fisher­
ies. You sit down now. Mr. Samson
you are only a shipped man, and
shouldn’t have a vote here at all. You
have two oaths one to the King and
one to the F.P.U. Your term here will
be very short. Why didn’t you vote
for the Resolutions the other day with
regard to the Railway Bill. When I
challenged you to go back to your
people you were afraid to do so. That
is the answer to you. Look at the dif­
ference now to two years ago. To­
night we are beggared. We have
two thousand men in the woods get­
ting public relief. Is it necessary for
me to repeat what I have said so oft­
en. You have no blood in you be­
cause if you had you would leave the
House when you think of what has
happened in the last year and a half.
Mr. Coaker took the fish money for
his friends in the North. We have the
other scandals, and then we have a
Salt scandal and one hundred and one
requests written by him to the Prime
Minister asking for an inqury, a fake.
Where is that inquiry now. He is not
prepared to take it now and go before
a Royal Commission. What do I care
if the people will stand for it? They
will suffer for it and you know it. It
is hard talk but it is true and you
bring it on yourselves when you get
up here and talk nonsense. He is try­
ing now to get out of this House as
quickly as he can, take all he can, rob
all he can out of the Government, for
that is the right name for it and then
get out. Legalised robbers and state
paupers that is what you are. Is 
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there any worse spectacle than you
people to-night. I would not mind i£
you would take advice when you are
told where you can get money, but
because it comes from this side of the
House you cannot take it. The Com­
mercial Cable Co., and the Anglo Co.,
matter is a scandal. I did not intend
to talk this way this afternoon. I got
up quietly and entered my protest
against this reduction of the salaries
of the Civil Servants and increase of
salaries in the Supreme Court. I am
not prepared to vote for it. You can
find htat sum of two hundred thousand
dollars in any of the Departments. It
is not right to come in here and re
-duce the salary of a man with seven
or eight or ten children twenty per
cent., and tax him twenty per cent.
more with the other hand. There is
no justification for it, and I hope that
the Minister of Justice will recon-'
aider this vote and try to improve it in
some shape or fobm. Take the police
as outlined by Mr. Higgins to-day.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
said that the salaries of the police­
men would not be cut.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I am glad to
know that there is still feeling enough
on the other side not to reduce their
salaries.

MR. WALSH.—I think that it is at
least refreshing for members of this
House to learn that this Raincoat or
Mackintosh or whatever the name is
appended to the letter read by Sir
Michael Cashin, could hold his pati­
ence for three months in this country
before he criticised the members of
this House. We ought to be thankful
for that. It is time to put a stop to
this kind of thing. I am prepared to
accept Sir Michael Cashin’s statement
about fish. With regard to what this
oracle has to say about what would
happen in the Old Country if fish was
a year in Cold Storage, I don’t pay
any attention to it. I am going to ask 

leave before this House closes to in­
troduce a Bill that will be a copy of
the English Act and if Cold Storage
fish one year old is not fit for Eng­
land it is not fit for Newfoundland,
and I hope Mr. Mackintosh will be
prepared for the consequences. What
Mr. Bennett and Sir Michael Cashin
said about haddock I endorse, with
regard to frozen fish being carted away

. from the Cold Storage and a lot of it
was paid for with English money, and
I am not prepared to accept the state­
ment of Mr. Mackintosh, and I would
not accept his oath. This is only an­
other sample of all the good things
we have been treated to by Collishaw
and all the other imports that came
here to find a feeding ground, and
found an Eldorado. I endorse the
statement made by Mr. Bennett with
regard to this man and think he
should be made apologize at the Bar
of this House.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, I
rise for the purpose of entering my
protest as a member of this House to
the communication read by Sir Mich­
ael Cashin this afternoon. This is the
second time I have had to defend my­
self against the misrepresentations,
and loose statements of the Press.
Now I took up the Telegram and found
a letter written by a gentleman in
criticism of my remarks on Cold Stor­
age fish. I want to say right here
that I never made any reference to
Cold Storage fish. I listened to Sir
Michael Cashin’s remarks, wherein he
said it was a crime, and I suppose he
knew what he was talking about, but
it is no concern of mine what they did
with their fish. I saw in my district
or certain section of it cartloads of
good fish being dumped upon the
farms as a fertilizer, and I threw out
the suggestion to the House and Mr.
Coaker will agree with me that the
Government purchase this fish and sei)
it in the winter at the lowest possible 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS1094
figure. This is softie fellow who drop-/
ped in from God knows where and he
has the impudence to rail at me
through the paper, and misrepresent
me before the public. It is time we
woke up to the fact that this country
belongs to Newfoundlanders. Those
people must think we are a lot of ab­
origines. I want the paper that pub­
lished that statement of his now to
publish my denial. I never made the
statement he alleged I made, and what
I said I am prepared to stand by. I
said that we will have to pay from
fifteen to thirty cents a pound for the
haddock that is being dumped upon
the farms. Now go and see what
you have to pay for it. The Cold Stor­
age plant will probably charge ten
cents for it but in the past two or
three years we have been paying thir­
ty cents a lb. for it, and this impudent
fellow comes in here with a carpet
bag, and -will probably go out after a
few years with a Gladstone valise,
and he has the impudence to insult
members of this Legislature. Unless
there is a public apology from' that
man I will ask the Speaker to have
him brought to the Bar of the House.
What right has he to hold me or any
other man up to ridicule?! would be
the last in the world to act discourte­
ously towards a stranger coming in
here. I was treated very courteously
in England and I want to extend to
others the same treatment that I re­
ceived abroad and as long as they be­
have decently they will get that treat­
ment from Newfoundlanders, but
when a man comes in here and tries
to dictate to this Legislature how its
business should be run it is time to
send him about his business, and I am
not going to stand for it, and if the
apology I already referred to is not
published in the same paper as his
accusations I demand that he be
brought to the Bar of this House tq
make that apology.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—Mr. Chairman,
just a word with regard to the state­
ment written by Mr. Mackintosh. It
strikes me forcibly that if he realized
what he was writing he would have
hesitated. I know all about this Cold
Storage Plant from its start and I
have seen men like this Mackintosh
come in here, men who knew all about
codfish were turned down by them,
and men you and I would not give a
thousand dollars to were put in their
places at five thousand a year, and
after six months they were labelled,
and packed back to the Old Country.
If he were any good he would not bo
coming in here with this nonsense
about haddock in Cold Storage twelve
months in England bding destroyed. I
am the very man who sent over a car­
go of fish there and it was two years
oid when it got there, and they said
it was the best fish they got during the
war, and the only trouble was that
the British Government could not
keep on eating our fish because they
were catching it themselves, and there
was no market for ours. But this
fable that it is destroyed after one
year is ridiculous. I had a telegram
the other day asking if haddock was
of any value and I wired back saying
the men would likely get four dollars
a quintal for it. This man comes in
here and tells us all about dried had­
dock. What does he know about it?
If he does not apologise as Mr. Ben­
net said he should be brought here and
taught the lesson that it is a wise man
who can mind his own business. An­
other statement that has to be cor­
rected is that the Cold Storage Plant
is selling at ten cents a lb. That is
not so, that is only the wholesale
price. He would not sell ten pounds
of fish, and he says he has been sell­
ing haddock for six months at this
price. I don’t suppose he packed one
hundred pounds of haddock since he
came here. The Reid Nfld. Co. had a 
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hard time with this Cold Storage
Plant and now that they have sold ont
to a new company the best one can do
Is to wish them success, but this man
is the first barrier to that success, and
if he was any good he would be at­
tending to his own business, not
writing fancy articles in the Press,
and you will find that he is getting as
much salary as any one of our Execu­
tive members. He is not busy enough
at his own job, but he has to tell us a
lot of bosh and nonsense. Now as far
as the Estimates with regard to the
salaries of the Police are concerned
we are told they will not be cut, and
the Government is to be congratulated
on that decision, and I would like it
if it is possible, to cut none of the
civil servants, and if there is any way
that I can help in this I will be only
too glad.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain resolutions and asked leave
to sit again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Mr. Fox gave Notice of Question.
Mr. Walsh gave Notice that he

would on to-morrow ask leave to in­
troduce a Bill to Regulate the Cold
Storage of Fish.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill entitled “An Act for
the Quieting of Titles” without am­
endment.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the amendments sent up in and
upon the Bill sent down entitled “An
Act to amend and Consolidate the

Laws in Relation to the Municipal
Affairs of the Town of St. John’s"
without amendment.

Mr. Speaker Informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that with re­
ference to the latter portion of their
message received regarding the Leg­
islative Council’s amendments to the
Bill sent up entitled “An Act Respect­
ing the Maintenance of Certain Public
Roads,” the action of the Legislative
Council was within the scope of their
constitutional powers and in no way
infringed upon the prerogatives of the
House of Assembly with regard to
Money Bills, as the Bill in question
was not sent up to the Legislative
Council as a Money Bill under the Act
8, Geo. V, (Second Series) Cap. 11,
Section 1, subsection three.

On motion consideration of the fore­
going message was deferred until to­
morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, July 29th.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Hon. the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs tabled Report of his De­
partment for year ended June 30th,
1921.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed and on motion of Mr. Walsh the
Bill to regulate the Cold Storage of
Fish was introduced and read a first
time and it was ordered that it be
read a second time on to-morrow.
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MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Speaker, I
beg leave to present a petition from
the fishermen of Harbour Grace Is­
land. They have always had a launch­
way there where they could haul up
their boats in rough weather. During
a storm of last winter the .launch-way
was carried away. There are seven­
teen names to this petition, the entire
fishing settlement of the Island. I
wonder if it is possible for the Prime
Minister to give me a reply to this
so that I could give these fishermen
an early answer. It is absolutely
necessary that the work be done as
soon as possible because when the
rough fall weather comes, if the
launch-way is not built before that
time, they will have to take their
boats all the way into Harbour Grace,
a distance of about three miles. This
would mean that they would not be
able to do any fall fishing. I would
like for the Prime Minister to give me
a reply as soon as possible.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Did not the
Minister of Public Works receive in­
structions from the Executive Gov­
ernment to go ahead with the work on
certain roads?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—He
was present and took his authority
direct from the Executive Govern­
ment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, what steps, if any, have been
taken to collect the bonds for duty
owed to the Custom House on account
of the fiscal year 1919-1920, and what
has been the result of such action; if
any amounts have been paid and if so
what is their total and what is the
total of the amounts still unpaid on
account of that fiscal year, and what
is the prospect of securing any pay­
ment on account of them, and also to
supply similar information with re­

gard to amounts due on account of
the fiscal year 1920-21.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The exact particulars re this question
I have not yet received but I will have
them during the afternoon. Up to the
30th June 1921 the arrears due on
bonds were $62,000 but $10,000 has
been paid in cash and $20,000 has been
put to credit because of refunds due
leaving a balance of about $30,000
which is in the hands of the Govern­
ment’s solicitor for collection.

SIR M. P.' CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education if the salaries
of school teachers are to be reduced
in the same proportion of those of
public officials according to the Gov­
ernment’s scheme recently submitted
to this House, and if so to state what
will be the total amount of the same.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION.—It is
not the intention of the Government to
make any reduction.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the'
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, if the duty on six motor cars
imported into this country some
months ago without payment of duty
has since been paid, and if not what
is the reason such payment is not be­
ing enforced.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Twenty-two hundred dollars have been
paid in cash but two cars have been
held as there is a lien on them.

MR. FOX asked the Hon. the Col­
onial Secretary to lay on the table of
the House statement showing (1) num­
ber of men in Winterton, District of
Trinity, obtaining poor relief from
1919 to date. (2) Who supplied these
men and what amount has been paid
the parties supplying this Poor Re­
lief. (3) The number of men receiving
old Age Pensions in Winterton afore­
said from 1919 to date. (4) What sal­
ary is paid the Poor Commissioner at
Winterton and what amount by way 
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of Commission has been paid him in
connection with the distribution of
Poor Relief as above.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-—
This will be tabled to-morrow as
much time is required.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Prime
Minister, in the absence of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Mines, if
it is correct that milk from the Gov­
ernment's Model Farm in the West
End is being sold in the city in com­
petition with milk supplied by ordin­
ary farmers, and if so why is the milk
being sold, instead of being supplied
to public institutions; and if not what
becomes of the milk at this stock
farm.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
No milk is being sold from the stock
farm in competition with local deal­
ers but some local dealers purchase
milk from the farm when their own
stock is short.

MR. MOORE asked Hon. the Minis­
ter of Public Works if the lumber re­
quired for building bridges and for
other work in connection with the con­
struction of the new roads from Badg­
er to Notre Dame Bay and from Deer
Lake to Bonne Bay, is being supplied
by or through Mr. E. Collishaw, and if
so is this the result of seeking tend­
ers for the same or has the order been
given to him without competition, and
if so why; and if not from whom is
the lumber being obtained.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
I do not know anything about the
purchase of lumber from any person.
No bill has been received by the de­
partment. I have no knowledge of
Mr. Collishaw making any bargain. I
presume this road is being built
through the wooded country and from
there the timber is got. Mr. Graham
has full power to get whatever timber
he wants.

MR. BENNETT.—I would like to re­
fer to an item that appeared in this 

morning’s paper about men going to
Labrador. I got a telephone message
from Mr. Monroe and he said he knew
nothing about the matter as he is the

o representative of the Company in
question. He wired the company and
got the reply of no, they did not know
anything about the matter but if they
do employ they will be Newfound­
landers. I thought it well to tell the
House.

The Chairman from the Committee
of the Whole on Supply reported cer­
tain Resolutions which were read a
first time as follows:

Department of Justice, $276,870.47.
The said Resolutions being read a

second time it was moved and second­
ed that the House concur with the
Committee therein and the said Re­
solutions were agreed to.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.

Mr. Chairman:
The estimates of the Fishery

Department will show that the re­
trenchment knife has been deeply
inserted. The needs of the coun­
try in my opinion, demand this
severe treatment. I urged re­
trenchment in every department
and I show my belief in my atti­
tude by asking for estimates this
year whcih amount to nearly half
a million dollars less than my esti­
mates of last year.

1920-21 Estimates voted $1500.-
00 for Cod Liver Oil and Herring
Clerk. This was not used, but an
Assistant Accountant was appoint­
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ed (a returned soldier) at a sum
of $1,200.00 per year.

Herring Inspector (Mr. Dun­
phy). It is the intention of the
Government not to retain Mr.
Dunphy on a yearly salary. This
work only comprises some three
to five months, and an inspector
could be had for this period if re­
quired.

Lobster Propagation and Her­
ring Inspector (Mr. Morgan). It
is the intention of the Govern­
ment not to retain the services of
Mr. Aforgan, as the work in con­
nection with Lobster Propagation
will not be carried on this year,
and no lobsters will be paid for by
the Department.

That of Herring Inspection can
be arranged for when the need ar­
rives. These alterations reduce the
vote for this Service by $2,600.00.

Inspector of Lighthouses.—This
position is not considered neces­
sary in view of the fact that the
Superintendent of the Lighthouse
Service, together with the Ac­
countant, will do all the clerical
work attached to this section of
the Department.

It is the intention to have two
Supervisors, one stationed North
and one West. These two men
have been in the service of the De-'
partment and paid out of the am­
ount voted for the up-keep of the
Lighthouse Service, during the
past few years.

It is the intention of the Gov­
ernment to appoint these two men
as Supervisors, and vote their

salaries in the Estimates in the
regular way. They are practical
men and can superintend all con­
struction work and repairs; see
to the erection and adjustment
of Fog Alarms and Acetylene
lights over the Coast that they
have under supervision; report to
the Superintendent all necessary
repairs, needs and requirements of
each Lighthouse and Fog Alarm.
In this way, the needs of the
Lighthouse Service will be better
looked after than formerly.

The work of the Lighthouse
Inspector was practically done
from the office from information
received from the Lighthouse
Keepers, or carpenters who were
sent to the various stations, and
very naturally carpenters who
were depending upon this work
for their summer wages would
make the worst case possible for
the Department and thereby get
work for themselves. These men,
of course, could not be blamed for
this because it was slackness on
the Department’s part for allow­
ing it, and further, the lack of
proper inspection.

By the appointment of these
two Supervisors, and the visiting
of-each and every station, the act­
ual needs and requirements will be
ascertained by the Department
and thereby save unnecessary ex­
penditure through having work or
supplies given when really there
was no need for same.

The Supervisors’ salaries will be
$1,500 each, but as the two men 
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have been paid from Upkeep of
Service, that Vote will be reduced
this amount, and the difference
between salaries paid the two sup­
ervisors and that saved by drop­
ping the vote of $2500 for the In­
spector will be $500.

In Aid of Instruction in Draw­
ing for Mechanical Engineers.—
The vote of $300 each year for the
past, two years has been given in
aid of the Commercial School. This
vote is considered not necessary
by the Department of Marine and
Fisheries.

Cold Storage for Bait. — This
sum has been reduced to $1,000.00
as it is thought the requirements
for this service will not need more.
This is a saving of $4,000.00.

Bounty on Ships.—This amount
is reduced to $5,000.00. It is
sufficient, as it is not likely that
thought that this amount will be
many, if any, new vessels will be
built this year claiming bounty.
Last year $17,480.45 has been
jo ajo/v oqj ui Suiabs b suboui
spent under this heading,' which
$12,480.

Dredging.—As it is the inten­
tion of the Government not to put
the S. S. Priestman in commission
this year, a vote of only $2,000.00
is asked for, and this is for ex­
penses in connection with the care
of the boat while lying up. A
saving of $31,000.00 will be made
in this Vote.

Propagation of Lobsters.—The
expenditure in relation to the pay­
men of 10c. for every spawn lob­
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ster put back into the sea, will be
discontinued, and therefore the
work in this connection will cease.
The fishermen know, or ought to
know, by now, the value of put­
ting back into the sea all spawn
bearing lobsters; but as it is the
law for this to be done without
payment by the Department of
Marine and Fisheries, this will be
carried out. The expenditure for
this purpose the year past was
$34,500.00, or $11,500 in excess of
the vote, and there will be a saving
this year of the total vote.

Amount In Aid of Game and
Fisheries Board—The vote for this
service this year will be $3,000.00.
thereby making a saving of $17,-
000.00.

Herring Fishery Board and Cod
Liver Oil.—These services will be
continued owing to the amount of
good derived from them, and the
great improvements to these im­
portant industries. The Vote for
Cod Liver Oil last year was $6,800.
it will be $5,000, this year; but
that of the Herring Fishery will
be $7,000, instead of $12,000, this
affecting a saving of $6,800 this
year, on these Votes.

Export of Fish.—This Service
will be discontinued, owing to the
repeal of the Act. $8,000.00 was
voted last year. As no Vote will
be asked for in the estimates this
year 1921-22, this amount of $8,-
000.00 will be saved.
Trade Commissioners.—The cost

of the Trade Commissioners to
June 30th, 1921, will be about $75,-
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000.00, and that of the Standard­
ization of Codfish $50,000.00, mak­
ing a total expenditure of say,
$125,000.00. This in reality is not
a cost to the Colony, as regards
taxes, because the 10c. per qtl. ex­
tra on Exportation of Codfish will
be about $135,000.00. It has been
decided not to have Trade Com­
missioners for this year. $50,000.00
was voted for this service in last
year’s estimates. This amount will
be saved this year.

Standardization.—Will not bq
put in force this year, as every
possible dollar must be saved, con­
sequently the Government has de­
cided to allow the Act to become
inoperative this year, or until the
the financial situation of the Col­
ony improves.

Marine Works.—Owing to the
grant of half a million dollars ex­
pended on public works this year
the grant of $15,000 for marine
works has been dropped.

Superintendent of Fisheries.—
This appointment has not been
made and owing to retrenchment
this Vote of $5,000.00 will not be
asked for.

Lighthouse Maintenance—With
the economy that must be exer
ised by the Department, and the
careful expenditure of the money
voted for the Lighthouse Service
last year, many thousands of dol­
lars have been saved. Supplies as
in the past will not be allowed,
and the Keepers and Assistants
will have to do petty repairs to
their stations, without being paid 

extra for doing same. Paint.
brushes, sponges, etc., will not be
had for the asking, but only as the
real need demands, and in this way
thousands of dollars can and must
be saved.

The Expenditure for 1919-20 for
Maintenance and Supplies was
$177,269. The Expenditure for
1920-21, will be $102,000, a saving
of $75,000.00, although the cost
of supplies last year was 20 per
cent higher than the previous year.

The Lighthouse Keepers will
have to keep their stations in
proper order, clean, and in good
repair, for the two Supervisors
will inspect each Lighthouse once
a year and report to the Depart­
ment the condition of each
and nothing but what Is strictly
needed will be supplied by the
Department.

The Vote for Maintenance for
1919-20 was $94,946.00. This year
1920-21; $73,719.00 is asked for.
which will mean a saving of near­
ly $19,000.

Wardens’ Salaries.—This vote is
considered unnecessary, it will not
be asked for this year in the esti­
mates. This means a saving of
$5,000.00.

Herring Fishery Protection and
Enforcement of Bait Laws.—This
Vote is unnecessary, as the Cus­
toms’ Revenue Service practically
covers this Service. This reduc­
tion means $8,800 saved.

The cost of Kerosene Oil to the
Trade during .1921 was 3c. per
gal. in excess of the price
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paid in 1920. Thus instead
of Kerosene Oil costing 43 cents
per gal. it was supplied by the
wholesale importers at 28c. This
shows a reduction in the quantity
of oil purchased and sent out by
this Department of 7,770 galls.
This reduction is due to the fact
that oil is now supplied, as re­
quired, to the various stations, in
steel drums which prevent leak­
age, and not sent out as formerly
in large quantities at the begin­
ning of the season. Therefore the
kerosene oil bill last year was $11,-
500 less than the expenditure of
the year previous in spite of an
increase to the trade of 3c. per
gall, in the cost of kero oil.

The expenditure for Lighthouse
Maintenance for the Fiscal year
1919-20, was $205,921.00, and was
made up as follows:—
For general repairs,

upkeep of lights, and
erections of new
lights................. $ 28,651.32

For General Mainten­
ance and Supplies .. 177,269.68

$205,921.00

The expenditure for Light­
house Maintenance for the year
1920-21 will be $211,240.00, made
up as follows:—
For general repairs,

upkeep of lights and
erection of new
lights...................108,563.61

For General Mainten­
ance and Supplies ..102,677.78

$211,240.89
We are asking for $20,000 the

coming year for repairs, installa­
tions and erections, as against
$99,604.00 voted last year.

New Acetylene Lights already
provided out of 1920-21 vote, are
being installed at the following
places:—La Scie, Smokey Island,
Puffin, Flat Island, B.B., Flat Is­
land, Burgeo, Little Hr., LaPoile,
West Rencontre, English Hr., For­
tune Bay, Ragg’s Island, Fogo,
Point Verde.

Long Point, Twillingate: — A
new 4” Diaphine Fog Alarm Plant
has been installed on Long Point,
Twillingate.

The Fog Alarms at Lamaline
at St. Lawrence have been com­
pleted.

A Fog Alarm has been erected
at Green Island, Catalina.

The Cabot Island Station has
been fitted with the Fog Alarm
taken from Green Island.

A compressor for the manufac­
ture of acetylene gas is now being
erected at the King’s wharf, the
cost of which was provided from
last year’s votes.

The Bonavista Cape Fog Alarm
had been erected in a dangerous
place and the heavy seas of 1919
almost destroyed the station. The
Fog Alarm had to be removed to
a new building adjoining the
lighthouse. This was accomplish­
ed last year.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING GENERAL COST OF
REPAIRS, UP-KEEP, AND ERECTION OF NEW LIGHTS,

FOR THE YEARS 1919-20 AND. 1920-21.
1919-20 1920-21

Gull Island—General repairs  $ 85.00
Little Bay Islands—Moving store and landing..$ 77.60
Leading Tickles—New floor ■.............. 52.40
Fortune Hr.—General repairs  19.99
Surgeon’s Cove Head—New spar  60.00
Black Island—New boom  63.50
Black Island—General repairs and up-keep  381.53
Cabbage Hr. Head—Erecting store and land­

ing place  .... ..-............................. 377.60
Lower Sandy Pt.—Enlarging house  '.  619.49
Baccalhao—Repairs to store and landing  148.40
Change Is., S.E.—Goods supplied Shipwrecked

crew................... ................  60.00
Change Is.—General repairs to station  68.62
Long Point, N.D.B.—New Alarm Plant, Freight

and erecting same  .... 13,000.00
Cann Island—General repairs to Station  153.00
Smoker Island—Erecting new Light  563.00
White Point—Erecting small light for fishing

boats  65.00
Puffin Flat Is.—Installing new Light  217.00
Musgrave Hr.—New iron work for Buoys  57.20
•Peckford’s Is.—Repairs to wall and landing

place ,......................... 29.90
Wadhams—General repairs to Station  574.59
Cabot Island—General repairs to Station  410.30
Cabot Island—Erecting buildings for new Fog

Alarm Plant   4,182.00
Puffin Island—General repairs to Station  154.19
Newtown—Installing new Light  .... 546.-0
Squarry Hd.—Installing new Light and iron

bridge  2,359.46
Bonavista—Repairs to machinery and general

up-k.eep ................................. 448.91
Bonavista—Cost of transporting building and

Alarm plant to Cape  2,698.14
Green Is.—General Repairs to Station  381.78
Catalina—New spar, etc.............................. 56.35
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Fort Pt. Alarm—Repairs to Engine parts  45.27
Random—Motor Boat hire  15.00
Heart’s Content—Repairs to Building  420.77
Heart’s Content—General repairs to station.... 665.76
Jean’s Head—General repairs to station  137.30
Old Perlrcan—Repairs to road  25.00
Baccalieu—Repairs to house, iron ladder, and

repairs to machinery  589.93
Baccalieu—General repairs to Station  692.50
Carbonear—General repairs to Station  528.43
Harbor Grace Island—Iron work, etc., for land­

ing places  126.20
Harbor Grace Buoys—New mooring tackle,

chain and spar  155.09
Bay Roberts—General repairs and up-keep of

Station  1,932.73
Brigus—General repairs and fixing road to

house ..................... ........................ 143.30
Salmon Cove—General repairs to Station  57.20
Cape St. Francis—General repairs to Station .... 554.32
Cape Stt. Francis—General repairs to Station .... 304.32
Fort Amherst—New light tower and general

repairs  1,030.91
Fort Amherst—Repairs to engine  119.91
Cape Spear—General repairs to Station  675.87
Cape Spear—Repairs to engine, new cylinder

and magneto  221.69
Bay Bulls—Motor hire on account accident to

light  20.00
Bay Bulls—General repairs to light  78.31
Ferryland—Iron casement for tower and gen­

eral repairs  4,296.75
Fermeuse—General repairs to Station  406.29
Powell’s Head—Erecting new landing place,

and repairs  614.25
Cape Pine—Repairs to Station  70.95
Cape Pine—Repairs to Station  35.00
Cape St. Mary’s—General repairs to Station .... 910.94
Point Verde—New iron tower and general re­

pairs  1,410.18
Point Verde—Installing new Light and repairs

to, dwelling  1,592.92
Marticott—Glass ■  10.15
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Long Is., P.B.—General repairs to Station...... 55.88
Long Is., P.B.—New Spar............................ 40.00
Dodding Head—Making new Wharf and repair­

ing dwelling....................................... 630.00
Dodding Head—General repairs to Station...... 98.00
Burin Island—New dory and repairs to Station 205.36
Burin Island—General repairs to Station...... 204.93
St. Lawrence—Erecting new building, etc., de­

stroy by lightning................................ 4,162.37
St. Lawrence—New alarm plant and cost of

erection............................................ 8,555.35
Lamaline—Air tank and erecting building...... 2,125.86
Lamaline—New Alarm plant and cost of instal­

lation............................................... 9,236.71
Leading Lights—General up-keep................. 62.00
(Lamaline)—2 new Buoys............ .............. 59.00
Green Is., F.B.—New dome and general repairs 749.00
Green Is., F.B.—General up-keep and repairs.... 364.45
Brunette—Repairs to road.......... ............... , 100.00
Brunette—General repairs to Station........... 204.93
Fortune—Repairs to Light damaged by fire.... 51.00
Garnish—Repairs to Breakwater.................. 200.40
Rencontre—New Light stands...................... 35.63
Belleoram—Temporary light...................... . 24.50
St. Jacques.............................................. 13.60
Pass Island—General repairs to Station........ 86.40
Penguin West—Putting iron tank in position.... 115.50
Burego, Flat Is.—New Light stands.............. 35.63
LaPoile—New Light stands....................... . 35.63
Rose Blanche—Repairs to Station................. 189.63
Rose Blanche—-Repairs to Station................. 32.05
Channel Head—Repairing damage caused by

• storm................................................ '780.28
Channel Head—New circulating pump and gen­

eral repairs........................................ 180.45
Codroy—Erecting new Light....................... 145.00
Sandy Point—General repairs...................... 28.25
Cape St. George—Repairs to road................. 15.00
Black Duck Brook—Erecting Leading Light.... 204.98
Black Duck Brook—Up-keep and repairs....... 7.40
Little Port Head—Repairs to winch and gen­

eral repairs........................................ 63.80
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Frenchan’s Head-—General repairs  .... 95.00
Noble Island—New light stand  110.00
Goose Cove—New light stand  60.88
LaScie—New light stand  124.20
West Coast Ranged—New light stand  206.30
LaScie Wharf Light—General repairs  19.00
St. Jacques’ Buoy—General repairs  13.20
English Hr. Buoy-—General repairs  23.00
Hy. Simon’s Account  4,087.52

N.B.—This amount was due in 1919-20, but
was not paid until 1920-21. It was for Grand
Bank Light, and also supplied for all Stations
of wicks, and glasses, which were sent out as
required during the year 1919-20.
STATEMENT SHOWING VOTE FOR 1920-21—1921-22 AND

REDUCTION IN VOTES.

Lobster and Salmon Label Ex-

Salaries........................
LIGHTHOUSES :
Salaries............ ............
Maintenance...................

1920-21
..... $ 10,000.00

.... 110,641.14
..... 93,847.00

1921-22
$ 6,500.00

107,681.14
73,719.00

$
Saving

3,500.00

2,960.00
20,128.00

Contingencies.................

For Repairs, installation

..... 2,000.00

$206,488.14

and

1,000.00

$182,400.14

1,000.00

Outfits.....................
BLOCK HOUSE :
Salaries......................... ..... $

99,604.00

1,316.25

20,000.00

$ 1,316.25

79,604.00

Maintenance...................

$

950.00

2,266.25

500.00 450.00$

Salaries, Wardens..... .............$
Meteorological Service.............
Herring Fishery Protection......
Travelling Expenses, Depart­

ment Fisheries................
Incidentals............. ..............

5,500.00
6,000.00

800.00

1,(150.00
150.00

6,000.00

1,650.00
150.00

$ 5,500.00

800.00

penses........................... 2,100.00 2,100.00
Public Wharves, repairs, Keep­

ers, rent, light................ 2,500.00 2,500.00
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$781,186.39 $286,044.39 $495,142.00

Harbour Master and Boatman ... 845.00
Night Boatman and Sundries.... 40.00 885.00
Instruction to Masters and

Mates and Assistant Ex-
aminers......................... 1,550.00 1,550.00

Mechanical Engineers............. 300.00 300.00
Cold Storage for Bait.......... 5,00.00 1,000.00 4,00.00
Enforcement of Bait Laws .... 8,00.00 8,000.00
Bounty on Ships Built........... 16,000.00 5,000.00 11,000.00
Marine Works..................... 15,00.00 15,00.00
Dredging............................. 33,000.00 2,000.00 31,000.00
Propagation Lobsters............. 23,000.00 23,000.00
In Aid of Game and Inland

Fisheries Boar................. 20,000.00 3,000.00 17,000.00
Herring Fishery Expenses...... 12,000.00 7,000.00 5,000.00
Cod Liver Oil Expenses.......... 6,000.00 5,000.00 1,800.00
Export Fish Board................. 8,000.00 8,000.00
New Steamers (2)................. 50,000.00 50,000.00
Trade Commissioners............. 50,000.00 50,000.00
For Harbour Improvements..... 100,000.00 100,000.00
Public Wharves, Marine Works 50,000.00 50,000.00

Any information required by members of the House in connection
with these estimates I shall endeavour to answer if in -my power.

MR. MOORE.—Might I ask the Hon.
Minister of Fisheries if all the Com­
missioners who were in the various
fish markets have been recalled and
if none are receiving salaries.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—None are receiving
salaries.

MR. MOORE.—Is it the intention to
take them on again after the House
closes. Some are boasting of going
abroad again and I hope this will not
be the case. If you do that and come
back here again, you will never be
allowed to close. I do not know yet
if you wil close this season. One of
them is boasting of going back in
August.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES.—They are not being en­
gaged by me.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I would like
to draw the attention of the Hon. Min­
ister to some of the reductions—take
the ase 6f Mr. Dunphy, the Herring
Inspetor at $900. I do not understand
why you are going to abandon this
fishery altogether. Dunphy is one of
the best men for the inspection of her­
ring in this country and Mr. Fitzger­
ald who was also dismissed is one of
the best as his experience is univers­
al. He is a son of the late Nicholas
Fitzgerald, of Hr. Grace, a famous
herring catcher on the Labrador; and
next to him is Dunphy.1 But you took
it upon yourself to reform this, one
of the principal departments of the
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Government. I do not know if you
read Sir R. A. Squires’ manifesto. He
told the people the Department of
Fisheries had ever been a 2nd rate,
not a first rate one but this must no
longer be so. With the programme of
to-day where are we to land as a fish­
ing country if you are going to put
up the shutters. You say nothing will
be done for the lobster fishery and last
year you spent $34,000 on it. If that
be so you are going to abandon what
we have been protecting for years and
what was being brought up to the
standard that it ought to be. This
means go-as-you-please as far as
packing is concerned. It would be
better to close up even the lighthouse
and fog alarms. Here you are now
going to wipe out the lobster fishery—
clean it right off the map. You say
it cost $34,000 and are you going to
taffe oft the revenue boat. If you do,
you may save $50,000 or $60,000, but
I say, on will come free smuggling. If
the lobster vote is taken off it will al­
low the fishermen to do as they like.
The fact remains that there will be
nobody to protect the lobsters, no sup­
ervisors, etc. and it would be better
to take up a public collection for th
service. The lobster, like the her­
ring, was quite an asset but like the
latter it is to be allowed to go by de­
fault. Why is Mr. Dunphy laid off—
is it because his sons fought and died
for us. He had only a pauper's salary
but at one time he was a competent
member of this House. But the time
has arrived now when men can be
brought, in here and paid to vote their
superiors like Dunphy out of a posi­
tion. It is a lovely spectacle indeed.
Now take here in your Estimates an
assistant accountant at $1600. Is that
a new vote?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—He was made assistant
last year.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Why do you 
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want him if you are reducing your de­
partment two-thirds. You have not
explained it. Why appoint a new of­
ficial. What have you done with Mr.
Goodridge?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—He is not being paid by
the Government since the Commis­
sioners were paid off at the end of
June.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I think you
will find he is still under pay of the
Government.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Not in my department.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Now to get
back to the lobster fishery. I would
join with you this afternoon to close
every lighthouse at the north rather
than do away with the lobster fishery.
And this thing of the dredging is also
fictitious—you cannot keep her at the
wharf and pay the engineers, etc. for
less than $5,000 a year. Isn’t she in
commission now?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Those who are using
her are paying for her. She is em­
ployed for the end of the year.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Then you come
along with a reduction in cold stor­
age. What have you to show that this
will be less this year. There are no
two seasons showing the bait alike in
Newfoundland. Some seasons there is
squid in abundance but in others it
is scarce. Take the squid season—if
last year you required $5,000 for the
freezing plants it is only guess work
on your part to say $1,000 will do
now. I know where they are work­
ing without a subsidy from the Gov­
ernment and what I want to impress
upon you is that your estimates are
simply guesswork. There is no proof
that your figures will be sufficient to
carry on the work of the Colony. Not
one iota uttered by you will balance
when you come in next year with your
estimates and expenditure and then 
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you will see that I am correct. You
struck me hard when you told me you
are going to abandon the lobster fish­
ery. Surely you are not going to do
it. You ought to find out what you
should do.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—The season is gone.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—But it will
come again. This $34,000 was voted
last year for the lobster fishery, wasn’t
it. I want to impress on you that I
am not satisfied you are going to
abandon it. Others here know more
of the matter than I and will not sit
idly by and let you do it. The her­
ring fishery was ruined too. The fish
were brought to New York and with
the Hon. R. K. Bishop, I saw them
stacked from one end of the pier to
the other, rolled in mud and in leaky
barrels. After going through the war
we had a chance but not an attempt
was made to save that fishery—hun­
dreds of barrels were dumped into the
sea.

The codfishery is also gone. You
are going to destroy the lobster fish­
ery now because as soon as the peo­
ple read this out will go the traps and
the females will be destroyed as the
men will not throw them back into the
sea, particularly with codfish at $3 or
$4 a qtl. On the Trade Commissioners
last year you tell us you spent $74,-
000 but you give us no figures of the
returns to the Colony for it. Why
were the fishermen taxed 10 cents a
qtl. to pay for it, and on the back of
that you had another $50,000 for
standardization but you do not say
what it will benefit Newfoundland.
Now you ask us to vote money again
but give no explanation of the big ex­
penditure for last year. Your depart­
ment is the most important in the
Government but now it is abandoned.
I expected a two hours’ speech from
you, telling of the inspectors and
commissioners but you came in here 

with a prepared statement, handed it
out and sat down but gave no explan­
ation. You are practicing false econ­
omy as to the lighthouses; you told us
the supplies were reduced by $75,000
but you have not told us how you ac­
complished that. It would be inter­
esting to me as I am an old member
here. But I know how you reduced it
-—when a keeper sent a list for sup­
plies to you, you put your pencil
through it and said, go out, you will
get no more. You had no regard
whether he had enough or not. You
reduced it alright, but what condition
will the lighthouses be in. The man
who comes after you will find his
work cut out for him as if the houses
are neglected for a year or two the
whole thing will go to pot. There is
no effort to tell us how they will be
saved. Now you vote $20,000 for re­
pairs against $97,000 last year—how
are you going to do that?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—We will not put up any
new lighthouses or fog alarms.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I do not agree
with you. We are not in a position to
vote the money but why continue the
lighthouses on the North coast—the
fishermen made a better living before
without them than they can to-day.
You simply cut off the supplies. This
is the way all your reform is being
done. The dredge was bought at
something like $50,000 to deepen the
harbors, etc., but now she is handed
over to a company on a loan with no
hard and fast agreement for the bene­
fit of the Colony. She has been taken
as a loan by some enterprising men
who saw her lying idle. She cost
$50,000 or $60,000 and the same for
upkeep which is still going on and
now we are asked to vote it again
next year. Is the standardization ab­
andoned altogether?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Yes.
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SIR M. P. CASHIN.—That is a good
tiling—you had a gang of men going
around insulting the people, and mark
this well, there was more bad fish in
Newfoundland last year than since

■Cabot discovered it. You have not
told the House of that but you say you
will save $75,000 by cutting out stan­
dardization. I told you last year it
was an unnecessary expense to be
sending these inspectors around as
they had nothing whatever to do with
the making of the fish. The three
best months of the year were very hot
as you will remember, we had no
rains, the fishermen were up against
it to make their fish and there was
more West India than ever before—
from some of the outports the fish av­
eraged 75% West India. What had
the army of inspectors around the Is­
land to do with; it.' You now got to
sit there and take it coldly—you, thg
great organizer, have to be told that
your first attempt has resulted in
producing more bad fish than ever.
You did not tell us that result or give
us an account of the matter. It is all
a joke sending around these inspect­
ors isn’t it in the interests of the
man who has it to make it good, and
how can they affect it. The depres­
sion now may be a blessing in dis­
guise as it has put a stop to this kind
of thing. You spent $175,000 last year
on these men whom you would not
employ in many cases if you had to
pay them from your own purse. May
I again ask the Hon. Minister what
he is going to do about Mr. Dunphy.
I am especially interested in his case;
I was a member of this House with
him; he has given special services to
the country but is now up against it
and without any ceremony he is put
on the street. It is not good enough.
You got men in your department that
ought to go out before Mr. Dunphy.
He is asked to live on $900 after giving
his two sons to King and

And still we hear you talking of all
you can do for the afflicted.

I am also in possesion this after-
non of a memorial from the employees
of another department, the Customs,
which reads as follows: (Reads me­
morial.)

They ask in this petition that their
salaries not be decreased and I agree
with them in every respect in what
they set out here. I have pointed out
to the House before as I pointed out
yesterday that the whole amount is
only $200,000 and you are going to cut
this up and while you leave one de­
partment as it is you intend to cut
others. Is there any reason or meth­
od in this? We have told you before
and we are prepared to tell you again
where you can get this mopey with­
out employing these means to do so.
Again, as the petitioners hint in this
memorial, if you want efficient ser­
vice you must not decrease the civil
servants’ salaries. You have cut them
sufficiently already and you cannot
be in earnest about bringing in this
Bill now. The proof of this is that
you are already giving in to some of
the departments. The Minister of
Education has said that he is not go­
ing to cut the teachers and I agree
with him, but why cut any of them if
you are going to discriminate? I am
prepared to stay here another month
if necessary rather than submit to this
being done and I serve notice now
that before a salary of $1,200.00 or
under is cut I will keep you here an­
other six weeks and every man on this
side of the House is of the same mind.
Imagine a man with a salary of $700
having his income reduced already
35% on one end and another reduc­
tion now of 25% on the other.' It is
like a candle burning at both ends.
Now I ask you to take this away and
come down with the salaries as they
were before and you can put your

through in twenty-four Country, estimates
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hours. The only explanation you
have to offer for this outrage is that
we have' spent too much money dur­
ing the past year, we are sorry but we
will make this grab and the men in
tlie civil service who have no pul’
will make up the deficiency or part
of it out of their salaries. Anyway,
this is not an estimate because no man
in the House can tell what the esti­
mates for these salaries are. The
amounts we are asked to pass now
are the same as last year and if we
pass them you will come in with a
Bill asking for a reduction the am­
ount of which you do not know. You
cannot tell us now what money you
will want and we are not going to
vote on that this evening. I was .n-
strumental in getting the few increas­
es that the civil servants received dur­
ing the past few years, at least when
I say that ' was instrumental I mean
the Governments with which I was
identified, and I woe Receiver Gener
al, I tried to make it a point to al
ways tack on something instead of
taking it oft.

The Minister of Posts could very
easily save that $200,000 and I have
told him time and again how he can
do it but he is too stiff-necked and
bull-headed to do what he will have
to do ultimately, but before it is done
I suppose the Prime Minister will
have to go to New York and inter­
view the head of the Anglo Company.
He will get four or five thousand dol­
lars for expenses and then come back
and announce with a flourish of
trumpets that the whole matter is
settled when it coud be done now by
the stroke of a pen. We are not going
to take these Estimates and have you
turn round and take $200,000 from a
body of men who are in a groove and
cannot make a cent any way outside
their salaries. One w'ould think That
you were on the inside track and that
you knew these people have bank ac 

c unts but unfortunately for t' ein
this is not so. I would therefore move
that you rise the Ci mmittee and if you
recogn'ze the justice of our conten­
tion with regard to this matter, we
are with you in getting through the
business as expeditiously as possible.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman, I
want to endorse fully everything that
has been said in regard to this mat­
ter by the Leader of the Opposition,
Sir Michael Cashin. I think it will
be borne in mind that when the Esti­
mates were tabled, the Prime Minis­
ter said he was going to bring in a
Bill to reduce the salaries of the civil
servants. This side then took a firm
stand against anything of the kind
being done on the ground that to do
so would be to entail great hardship
upon these people. Now Sir, I do not
desire to delay the business of the
House in any way but I cannot keep
my seat without entering my protest
against this manifest injustice. The
civil servants have all they can do
now to live between increased taxa­
tion and continued high prices, for,
whatever reduction there may have
been in the price of the necessaries
of life has been offset by the increased
taxes imposed by the present Gov­
ernment, making things as dear as
they were before the end of the war.
Therefore, if you increased the salat
ies during the uai on the ground of
high prices, what is the logic of cut­
ting them nov.Anyway, the civil ser­
vants are as a class miserably paid
and in this respect wre have no par­
allel in any part of the British Em­
pire. Some, it is true, are getting
fairly well paid and the remarkable
thing about it is that the Minister of
Justice was instructed to increase the
salaries of the Judges of the Supreme
Court according to those of the Pro­
vincial Judges of the Dominion of
Canada. If it was tliought advisable
to do this why did the Government not 
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secure copies of Hie Estimates of tho
Provicnes of Canada and base tne
whole civil servants’ salaries accord­
ingly and so sa-'e discrimination.

As I have already pointed out, this
will be money caved without economy
because you will not have efficiency
and you are leaving the door open to
dishonesty. How can you expect a re­
venue officer for example to do his
duty night and day in the rounding up
of smugglers if you discourage him by
cutting his salary? If he is not get­
ting paid enough lor his services his
•sympathies will be with the smug­
gler rather than with the depart­
ment he represents 1' ou might say
if the salary is not s.ifficiehtb large
to satisfy him, let them get out, but
unfortunately' the majority of civil
servants are unfiitted for anything
else and the only door open to them
is inefficiency and neglect of duty
Therefore, it is but opening the dooi
for wrong-doing to pursue this pol'-y,
and I hope the Prime Minister will
reconsider his decision and decline to
bring in this Bill. The cutting of
$'?10,000 off the salaries of our civil
servants is a big mistake. The Op­
position is as much interested in sav­
ing the country as the Government is.
but if y'ou must save it by this means,
then the sooner it goes into some­
body eise’s hands the better. The Es­
timates as they stand are entirely sat­
isfactory and I think we should leavu
them as tl ey are. Mention has been
made of 'be dismissal of men from
certain departments, notably’ Mt.
Dunphy of the Ma: me and Fisheries
Department. Norv, if there was no
work for him there why were oth .1
men taken in? Why rvas Mr. Janus
McGrath given a job on the revenue
boat and Mi. Dunphy' who has been in
tib-- Depaitment fora number of years
thrown on the street? The same thing
happened last year in the case of Mr.
Fitzgerald and I km w that be was 

considered one of the most efficient
men connected with the Department.
He was dismissed without any cause
yvhatever and he has been for the past
year or year and a half without em­
ployment. We all realize that there
are occasions when we could do with
less help than we employ at other
times but who will question the in­
justice of putting on the street a man
w'ho has stuck to you through thick
and thin, merely because business
happens to be a.bit slack for the time
being.

There is a day coming, however,
when things in this respect will be
changed, -when employer and em­
ployees will go arm in arm and when
mutual confidence and respect will ex­
ist between them. This is as it should
be, for why should one man be allow­
ed to amass all the wealth, why
should he pile up gold beyond count­
ing while others are living in semi­
starvation? That is what the world is
suffering from to-day; it is not social­
ism nor bolshevism, and the same
thing applies to a Government. The
people of this country want to give
everybody a square deal and I hope
that these two cases will be given con­
sideration by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries who, I am sure, will de
what he can to rectify the injustice
that has been done. I, therefore, join
with Sir Michael Cashin in protesting
against this proposed decrease and I
assure you that if you abandon the
idea now you will be just as well oft
next year because you will be repaid
two-fold.

MR. WALSH.—Mr. Chairman, with
the exception of one or two cases, T
am not prepared to vote for these in­
creases, and there will be a division
I hope, because some of those who are
getting five or six thousand dollars
already were raised so that this de­
crease would not affect them. I heard
that statement made before and I be-
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lievc the man who made it knew what
he was talking about. I am not pre­
pared to vote those increase for the
Judges and Dr. Lloyd under the pre­
sent circumstances. The time may
come when I may recommend a two
thousand dollar increase for Dr.
Lloyd, and I hope it won’t be long be­
fore it does come but we will have to
be in a better financial condition than
we are to-day. In conclusion I would
say that I hope the Government will
act upon the suggestion of Sir Mich­
ael Cashin and pass these votes as
they are, because we are going to pro­
test against cutting the salary of the
ordinary Civil Servant who .is only
gettirg enough to keep body and soul
together.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Mr. Chairman, I
don’t intend to delay the House but I
wish to endorse the attitude taken by
Sir Michael Cashin. I think he made
a very fa’r offer here this afternoon. 1
am sure that the Prime Minister and
the members of the Government have
no wish to cut the salaries of the Civ­
il Servants, and they only did it be­
cause they thought there was no oth­
er way out. After all when we con­
sider that it is only two hundred
thousand dollars, and that is not of
much importance to the country I
am sure that the Prime Minister will
give this matter further consideration
and will probably be prepared to with­
draw the Ilesolutiors. After all there
are none of them getting huge am­
ounts ana with conditions as they are
to-day, I don’t see how these people
could live on less than they are at
present getting. Take a man with a
family, he can’t live on nothing. In
the past he has been paying forty per
cent, duty, and now he is paying an
extra ten per cent, surtax, and 25 per
cent, sales tax. I am sure that the
Government will reconsider this mat
ter. Perhaps they have done so. Judg­
ing from Hie words of the Prime Min­

ister '.ust now, I feel that he will not
press this matter. It would facilitate
matters greatly if the Prime Minister
would say that he is prepared to con­
sider this matter. Sir Michael Cash­
ing said tha< he will let the Estimates
go through in twenty-four hours if
this is done.

MR. MOORE.—Mr. Chairman, might
I ask the Prime Minister at this stage
if it would not be just as well after
the statement made by the Leader of
th.- Opposition this afternoon to raise
the Committee.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The passing the Estimates we are new
on will have no effect, on the Resolu­
tions with regard to reduction of Civil
Servants, and I think we can discuss
this matter when we go into Com­
mittee on ways & Means to-morrow.

MR. MOORE.—That is alright but if
you will take these Estimates and put
them before a party meeting and
bring them down here in concrete
form we will vote for them. You
heard what Sir Michael Cashin said.
We cannot vote for them. We have a.
petition here from the officials of the
Custom Mouse in this connection, and
we are asking you to withdraw those
Resolutions and if you do that you
will have no further trouble. If you
don’t the black flag is mast high.

With regard to Mr. Dunphy that is
a scandal, to dismiss a man who was
in this House when I had a seat out­
side the Bar. He is a fisherman and
it comes with poor grace from the Min­
ister of Marine and Fisheries to fire
him on the street when he was only
getting nine hundred a year, especial­
ly at this time of the year. We have
no desire to be here a moment longer
than is neessary and we are here to
help you out if you will do what we
want, and withdraw these Resolu­
tions, or raise the Committee to see
what can be done with them. I think
Sir Michael Cashin was very reason­
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able this evening when he asked you
to raise the Committee and go back
and leave that two hundred thousand
dollars on, because if we have to go
down it is just as well to go with all
sails set. You are here to-day voting
money you have not got and cannot
get. I would ask the Prime Minister
to seriously consider that request ot
mine before we go any further with
the debate, and if you come back here
Monday -with that two hundred thou­
sand dollars on again, the votes will
go through and we will all go home.

MR. MACDONNELL.—-Mr. Chair­
man, I don’t intend to delay the House
long, but I wish to say that I thor­
oughly appreciate and endorse the at­
titude taken by Sir Michael Cashin in
this matter. I think that for a Gov­
ernment with the record you have
made for spending money that now
at the twenty-third hour, almost at
the last minute, it is a pitiable thing
that the best you can conceive is to
make two hundred thousand dollars
off the Civil Servants of Newfound­
land. That is regrettable. I think
that it is a matter which when you re­
consider it you will not push to its
conclusion. Take the Department of
Marine and Fisheries, I know there is
a case of perhaps the most capable
man in the Civil Service that I know,
Mr. Morgan. I know that sicne he
took charge of the lobster on the
West Coast in my district and Mr.
Scammell’s, there is three times as
much lobster as there was ten years
ago, and this is due to a large extent
to his efficient work. I am sorry that
there is no vote for this industry this
year, because I believe that the fish­
ermen when there is no protection
will be shortsighted enough to ruin
the whole fishery by not putting back
the spawn. I do believe that this
year through the ack of protection
there will be more harm done than
there has been good in the past five 

years, and I really recommend that
to Mr. Coaker. We cannot afford to
have this lobster fishery go. Take in
St. George’s up to Port au Port, a
man who is at codfishery has to wait
until the fall for his money, but with
lobster the minute a man gets a case
canned he can turn it over for what­
ever he requires, and that that should
go is a pity. We should have a vote
here for the encouragement of that
fishery, and we should have a proper
label, the one we have is no good, it
spreads all over the can. and by the
time it arrives in the States the label
is off the can. You want to encour­
age putting up lobster in half pound
tins. There is a tremendous market
for it in this way in New York. Our
stuff arrives there with no labels and
the cans all rust and the result is that
the Japanese product is bought in pre­
ference to ours because it is done up
attractively. Instead of killing this
thing which we are doing by having
no protection this year, we should do
something for it to make it better.

With regard to the general reduc­
tion of tlie salaries of the Civil Ser­
vants, I think it is wrong. I hope it
will not be necessary for us to fight
that because I am tired of being in
this House in this fine weather, and I
hope we won’t have to stay here any
longer, but if this matter is not ad­
justed and these men who can’t de­
fend themselves are going to be cut,
when they can just live on what they
are getting, as far as I am concerned
I endorse the attitude of Sir Michael
Cashin in this matter and if it is
necessary to prevent the passing of
these Estimates I will do as much as
I cun in that direction.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman, with respect to the
matter now before the House I may
say that when we go into Committee
on Ways and Means the Government
has some amendments to submit.
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SIR M. P CASHIN.—We had a pro­
mise from the Attorney General that
the salaries in his Department would
not be cut down, and we had a similar
assurance from Dr. Barnes. If the
Prime Minister will assure us that
the same will apply to all the Civil
Servants we will be satisfied. The
whole amount of the cut is I think,two
hundred and thirty thousand dollars,
and when you consider what that
means to the country it is very small
in comparison with the amount of
anxiety and hardship entailed by that
reduction, and if you give us the pro­
mise we ask for it will make things
very easy for you. We received a
petition from the Custom House this
afternoon pointing out that under the
present conditions they cannot live
on less than they are getting, and
there are some of those officials who
did not get an increase last year, and
now you arc going to apply the axe
to them as well as the others. If you
reconsider this matter you will have
the endorsation of the House and of
the country, because as Mr. Moore
s: id if we are going down let us go
with all sails set, and the two hun­
dred thousand dollars yon would save
<m the Civil Servants would not he of
touch help to you.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTEP.—In
reply I might say that the cut does
not apply io anyone who did not re­
ceive the from twenty to thirty per
cent, increase in the Autumn, of 2919.
There are some who did not get that
inrease then who got it later and to
these the bill applies. I think that
when we get into Committee on Ways
and Means and have an opportunity of
discussing this matter that Sir Mich­
ael Cashin will see that this bill deals
fairly with all. The school teachers
did not receive that increase in 1919
and they did not receive any subse­
quent increase from the present Gov­
ernment so they do not come under 

the Bill. With respect to the Police
when that increase was given in 1919
the Inspector General on behalf of the
Police waited upon the Government,
asking that that increase be applied
to them, and the Government at that
time took the position and I think
they were right that their salaries
some time previously had been put
upon a scale which had been under
consideration by the previous Admin­
istration, and that consequently they
did not come under this increase. I
will be very glad to take up this mat­
ter when we go into Committee on
Ways and Means. With regard to
teachers they are not Civil Servants
at all. The only Civil Servants in the
Department of Education are the Min­
ister and three or four officials identi­
fied with his department and these
will be subject to the decrease. I sug­
gest therefore that as this does not
affect any votes in Supply, that we
leave it until we come to Ways and
Means. It was suggested by Sir
Michael Cashin when in Committee on
this matter some weeks ago that there
should be a minimum salary which
should not be subject to taxation. I
will be very glad to discuss this to­
morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I don’t think
it is too much to ask the Prime Minis­
ter for a promise similar to the one
given by the Minister of Justice.
When you come to consider that you
are decreasing the salaries and in­
creasing taxation you are trying to
burn the candle at both ends. I
think that the Estimates with very
few exceptions should remain as they
are. No taxation or reduction should
be applied to a Civil Servant who is
receiving less than twelve hundred
dollars. We have here a petition
signed by one of the oldest officials in
the Civil Service, Mr. LeMessurier
and other members of the Custom
House and they are to-day receiving 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 1115

salaries on which they can barely live.
I don’t pity the official high up,
but the ordinary official with a family
who is paying rent, etc., with the in­
creased taxation you are putting on.
It is intolerable. If we are going to
the wall we should go with that two
hundred thousand dollars on. It
doesn’t amount to a row of beans to
the country. If you cannot show and
you cannot, how you are going to
benefit the country by this reduction,
it is better to leave it alone.

Now I would ask the Prime Minister
to reconsider the bill before the
House. Leave that 10 cents on fish if
you will, but don’t cut the Civil Ser­
vants.

You say the teachers are not Civil
Servants. Well, if they are not, they
are paid by the Government. When
I first came into this House the vote
for education was about $150,000, and
this year it is almost $800,000. It is
an absolute waste of money. Now I
am not going to be a party to cutting
the salaries of Civil Servants, I am
not going to cut a man from his liv­
ing. Civil Servants have to live, and
they have to support families. Once
you start to reduce your servant’s
wages you have got to be careful.
They are not going to show any in­
terest in their work.

MR. VINNICOMBE.—Mr. Chair­
man, regarding these resolutions there
were no increases last year in the
Customs Department except Mr.
LeMessurier. He was put on a par
with all the other heads. The Police
are not going to be reduced, the tecah-
ers are not going to be reduced, what,
therefore, is the meaning of this bill?
It cannot be regarded as anything but
discrimination. I think this is a very
unpopular measure on the part of the
Government, and I would not like to
see the Government any more unpopu­
lar than they are. Now I would re­
commend that the Government take 

the suggestion of the esteemed leader
of the Opposition, and let the Civil
Servants salaries stay as they are, and
then we could go on with the "Sup­
ply” without any trouble.

MR. HIGGINS..—It is not my inten­
tion, Mr. Chairman, to delay the
House but I wish to say that in con­
nection with this matter of salaries I
commend the stand of the Opposition
as to this as they took it from the
first. The principle of differentiating
is unfair and improper and we are
enunciating no new line of thought
now as we from the first opposed it.
The Government ought not take this
position in regard to the Civil Ser­
vants. It is alright to suggest econo­
my but if the Government and the
members are honest to themselves and
their constituents they have no right
to expend the money in other direc­
tions and curtain the servants of the
State. It is not right as in the same
breath they tax them to a degree nev­
er contemplated. It needs no words
of mine to point out that for the man
—the out and out civil servants whose
salary was his only means of support
and who found it impossible to exist
on $1200 or even less—there ought to
be no reduction. It is only putting a
premium on inefficiency and dishones­
ty. It simply amounts to an induce­
ment to them to go into a game that
the Minister of Works would deplore.
It will make the Customs a depart­
ment of smugglers. If you cut the
officials to look after the revenue you
will put a premium on their collusion
with those who are evading the law
and you will be inducing them to
wink these evasions out of sight. I
hope you will take this into consider­
ation and if you do, I feed the reduc­
tion will not come and that you will
recognize the principle that you have
no right to draw the line, as appar­
ently is to be done, between one offi­
cial and another in a department. It 
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you are only levelling up the salar­
ies you have no right to say it should
come off only those who got increas­
es. The Hon. Minister of Justice has
been good enough to say that he will
not apply the reduction to the police
and firemen, but I object to the basis
on which that is laid down. The ex­
cuse is wrong—that they will not be
reduced because they got no increas­
es. It is no use trying to sidetrack it.
Tlie Hon. Minister of Education says
the teachers’ salaries are not to be
cut, but the Government has nothing
to be thanked for as they have no
right to cut them. A teacher’s pay is
a private matter between himself and
his Board and he can say, "thank you
for nothing.” The Government has
absolutely no more to do with their
salaries than the Sergeant-at-Arms.
The Postal Telegraph officials will not
be touched and I am glad of it, but it
shows the hole you are getting into.
They got a contract and later we will
find that other people got special lit­
tle contracts with their members, and
they will not be touched. And later
it will be found that a certain circle
will not be touched but those outside
it will be. Surely the private mem­
bers will see the justice of our posi­
tion. If you eliminate the postal peo­
ple, the select ones and those not un­
der your purview because they were
not increased, the few left will be so
small that the reduction will not
come to anything near $200,000. Why
not the Government be honest. In
the Budget Speech you made the sug­
gestion of reduction in all depart­
ments, and if we accept the idea of
reduction at all—that you are doing
it because you cannot get on without
the $200,000—it is knocked on the
head beca.use you will have to spend
two millions on roads, etc., which
were not heard of at all before. You
have gone to work here and made the
admission out of your own mouths 

that you will not save the $200,000 as
the reduction will not apply to many
departments. Now what will be left.
It amounts to this, that when we are
in Ways and Means the House will be
asked to apply a scheme of reduc­
tions that will amount to only $40,000
or $50,000—the big scheme will be no
good. Now, as I suggested before,
why not do it right here in the House
— chop off the sessional indemnity,
chop off the Ministerial increases and
save right there the amount you
want to make up. The other plan is
only camouflage. As Sir M. P. Cash­
in says, you got to save the country
by cutting salaries, and I say if this
be so the pictures painted of blue
ruin are true. And then for the Gov­
ernment to turn up their eyes and
tell the hewer of wood and drawer of
water that he got to be cut to keep
them in opulence. No wonder we are
ready to sit here till the Races or
Christmas. The memorial presented
here to-day is from men who have
given their lives to the service and I
subscribe to the prayer and 1 say it
is arrant hypocrisy for the Govern­
ment to come in here and say they
have an extraordinary interest in ec­
onomy and got to cut the man whose
perhaps is bent double from carrying
lhe mails. He got to be cut 20 or 25
dollars out of his pittance because the
economizing Government have to save.
If it came from any other bunch but
the conglomeration who have set an
example never to be outdone in in­
competency and extravagant expendi­
ture, there might be some excuse, but
it is too much of it to ask us to swal­
low that medicine from you. By your
maladministration you have put a tax
on them that will make reductions
impossible. If the cost of living had
been reduced, there might have been
a proportiouate reduction of wages
but you followed the announcement to
cut the cost of living by putting on the 
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taxes, and I say it is not right for the
Government who put that on to come
here and say to offset their own ex­
penditure by cutting the civil ser­
vants.

Might I ask the Prime Minister it
we vote the Estimates as they stand,
is it the intention to apply an all-
around reduction or is he at liberty to
say in just what direction the cut will
be applied. We would like him to give
us some indication of what the Gov­
ernment’s intentions are in this re­
gard.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman, in reply to my hon.
friend I might say that the policy be­
hind the suggestion of reducing the
salaries of civil servants is this:
During the war Civil Servants’ salar­
ies were increased 35% to 105%. Al)
along, these salaries were abnormal­
ly low, due to the fact that the coun­
try has to support an enormous Civil
Service as compared with the popula­
tion because of the large stretch of
territory over which the population is
scattered. In other words our Civil
Service is abnormally large for the
population but small for the extent of
the coast line over which they oper­
ate. The increases to which I have
referred were made, not for the pur­
pose of putting the salaries on a
higher basis, but because of the high
cost of living as a result of the war,
and all the arguments put forward
both in and outside this House went
to prove that this was so. Now, the
laborer to-day has to work for less
than he received during the war; the
fisherman will receive from $5 to $S
for his fish which during the past five
or six years brought from $12 to $15
per quintal and the same thing ap­
plies to all the other producers wheth­
er from the sea or from the soil. It
was, therefore, thought eminently fair
and just that a small reduction, not
nearly as great as that which the fish­

erman and the laborer and the me­
chanic will be forced to accept,
should come about and the Govern­
ment thought that the Civil Servants
would realize the justice of this and
be prepared, in common with every­
one else, to tighten their belts. We
realize that in Canada increases were
made but they adopted the bonus sys­
tem, giving those with a salary of
$1,000 an increase of $360 and making
other increases accordingly. In April
that bonus was cut out so that Civil
Servants who were getting a salary of
$1,650 are now receiving $1,000 and
those formerly getting $1,060 are now
getting $700. In the case of salaries
between two and three thousand dol­
lars the bonus was less but these
have also been taken off.

MR. HIGGINS.—That bonus was
based solely on the cost of living.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Ours was by word of mouth based on
the cost of living. In the Autumn of
1919 a bonus was given of 25% on the
salaries paid but many of the Civil
Servants did not receive that. My
hon. friend was right, however, when
he said that that was based on the as­
sumption that all were to get it. When
it was found that many did not get
that increase it was not thought fair
to bring them under the decrease. I
do not know just how many there are
but I have asked the Auditor Gener­
al for the figures. It will represent a
moderately substantial amount. That,
Mr. Chairman, is entirely the position
and nature of the resolutions which
the House was asked to consider five
or six weeks ago. ' A counter pro­
position was suggested by my hon.
friends of the Opposition for which I
have to thank them and that was that
instead of having a ten, fifteen and
twenty per cent, decrease with cer­
tain exemptions the bill should apply
to all classes alike but in such a wav
that no one receiving a salary und< r
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cut out the vote for the Supermtenl- 
1118
$f,200 be ieduced. That is, the first
$1,200 to be free from decrease but
on the first $500 over that a ten per
cent, cut to be imposed, on the second
$500 fifteen per cent, and so on. This
proposition shall have the considera­
tion of the Government. Is ther.j any
other point which my hon. friends
would like to have cleared up?

MR. HIGGINS.-—Except that of how
much will be saved by these reduc
tions.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
would rather not enter upon a discus­
sion of that phase of the question
just now.

MR. HIGGINS.- Mr. Chairman, I
want to thank the Prime Minister for
his promisp that before the House
goes into Committee on Ways and
Means we will have these fig t.-es.
The point I would like cleared up is
how much will be saved after the Gov­
ernment has used its discretion as to
who shall be cut and who shall n >i.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—We
shall be glad to have the Resolutions
so drafted by my l:iu. friend himself
as to leave no room for discrimina­
tion.

MR. SULLIVAN -Is it the intention
to include the salaries provided for by
statute as well as those voted?

HON. THE I RIME MINISTER —
The Bill will co' er both.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Is it the in
tention to keep on the two Codliver
Oil Inspectors this year?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—fes.

SIR M. P. CASE IN—With the price
of codliver oil at 40c. a gallon, do you
think there will be sufficient oil
manufactured to warrant that?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES--There will be" quite a
number of factories operating and in
any case these men will have to go
over their territory.

SIR M.. P. CASHIN.—I see you have 

ent of Fisheries.
HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES.—Yes, we were unable to
get a suitable man for the position
either in Canada or the States so we
dropped it.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I must con­
gratulate you on that, anyway. Now,
who is this Marine Inspector?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Mr. Hawco.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What has he to
do?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—He superintends mar­
ine construction in the Outports.

MR. MOORE.—Who is the .Secretary
to the Minister?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—Mr. Clouter.

MR. MOORE.—I see he is down at
.$1,200.00.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What is the
meaning of this $7,000 for the Herring
Fishery Board?

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—That is what the in­
spectors are paid out of.

MR. SULLIVAN.—But there are
three voted salaries here for them.

HON. MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES.—These are the three
supervisors.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past midnight,

Saturday, July 30th.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain Resolutions and asked leave to
sit again.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Conucil acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill .sent up entitled “An
Act Respecting the Exportation of
Timber” with some amendments, in 
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which they request the concurrence o£
the House of Assembly.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter the said amendments were read a
first time and it was ordered that they
be read a second time presently.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister and with the unanimous consent
of the whole House the said amend­
ments were read a second time and
agreed to and it was ordered that a
message be sent tct the Legislative
Council acquainting that body that the
said amendments had been concurred
in without amendment.

Hon. the M nist'er of Justice pre­
sented the following Report:

The Select Committee appointed to
consider the Bill respecting Ware­
house Receipts, beg to report that they
are of opinion that the Bill should be
passed as it stands with the addition
of the following words to Section 1:

“And provided further that security
under this section shall be taken with­
out prejudice to any existing rights of
sharemen under the present law.”

(Sgd.)
W. R. WARREN.
J. R. BENNETT.
J. H. SCAMMELL.
W. H. CAVE.
J. C. CROSBIE.

St. John’s, July 29th, 1921.
On motion this Report was received

and adopted.
On motion of Hon. the Minister of

Justice and with the unanimous con­
sent of the House, the House resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill entitled "An Act to
amend Chapter 210 of the Consolidat­
ed Statutes (Third Series) entitled
"Of Warehouse Receipts and other
Securities in the Possession of
Banks.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred had passed
the Bill with some amendments and
ordered that the same be read a third
time present.

On motion this report was receiv­
ed and adopted and it was ordered
that the Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

On motion of Hon. the Minister of
Justice and with unanimous consent
of the whole House the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend Chapter 210 of the
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series)
entitled “Of Warehouse Receipts and
other Securities in the possession of
Banks” was read a third time and
passed and it was ordered that it be
engrossed, being entitled as above and
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun­
cil with a message requesting the con­
currence of that body in its provis­
ions.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon next, August 1st,
at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, August 1st, 1921.
The House met at three of tho

clock in the afternoon pursuant to
adjournment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of
question.

Sir J. C. Crosbie gave notice that he
would on to-morrow ask leave to
Introduce a bill to'amend Chapter 72
of the Consolidated Statutes (Third
Series) entitled “Of Illegitimate Child­
ren.”

Purusant to notice and on motion
of Mr. LeGrow a select committee was
appointed to enquire into and report
upon the following charge made
against him in the course of debate by
the Member for St. John’s East (Mr.
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Fox)—namely: that he had offered
some person two bottles of rum to
some into the gallery of this House
and call the member for Harbor Grace
“A slacker.”

Mr. Speaker appointed the Select
•Committee:—Hon. the Minister Of
Justice, Hon. Mr. Foote, Mr. Cave,
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Sullivan.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if he has seen the na-
nouncement in the “Daily News'' Fri­
day morning that parties in North
Sydney are seeking 1,000 men to pro­
ceed to Labrador to do lumbering
work next winter; if the Government
of this Colony is a party to this, and
if so why; and if not what steps does
it propose to take to see that our peo­
ple get a share of this work.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—
The question was answered on Satur­
day. There is no truth in the rumor.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, to lay on the table of the House
a statement showing the amount re­
ceived during the past two years and
the amount owed and yet uncollect­
ed for the same periods, on account
of the fees and licenses to be paid
for the operating of timber mills
around the Island, and to say
what steps, if any, the Government is
taking for the collection of the same.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I will
have the information to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Where are we
as to pit props.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The mat­
ter is not finalized unless something
has transpired since Friday.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines to lay on the table of the House
a statement showing the quantity, if
any, of pitprops and pulp wood ex­
ported from this Colony the past two
years and the amount received for
the same.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Will
have the information to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, if any representations have been
made to the Government or to him­
self by representatives of the Anglo -
Newfoundland Development Company,
as to the injurious effect which tho
new import taxes will have on the
operations of that Company at Grand
Falls, and if so what answer the
Government had made to the company,
and to lay on the table of the House
copies of all correspondence in re­
lation thereto.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—Mr. Har­
ris was in town the other day and he
stated that under the Sales Tax they
are called upon to pay duty on ma­
chinery parts that wear out frequent­
ly and which are really not supplies in
the usual sense. The Government
consequently in Ways and Means pro­
pose to include a change in the work­
ing so that this stuff will not come
under the Sales or Super Tax.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Customs,
to lay on the table of the House a
statement showing the amount of In­
come and Excess Profits Tax un-col-
lected for the past two years and
what steps the Government is taking
for the collection of the same.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—I am get
ting the information from the Finance
and Customs Department. Steps have
been taken to put the matter in the
hands of a solicior.

The Chairman from the Committee
of the Whole on Supply reported cer­
tain resolutions which were read a
first time as follows: Department of
Marine and Fisheries, $286,044.39,
Department Acountant of Contingen
cies, $74,101.67; Department Account­
ant of Old Age Pensions, $92,000;
Department Controller; of Liquors.
$166,864.00; Department Assessor of
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Taxes, $15,068.00; Department Naval
and Military Pension Commission,
?509,46G.00; Department Public Works
$900,275.27.

The said Resolutions being read a
second time it was moved and second­
ed that the House concur with the
Committee therein and the said Resold
tions were agreed to.

Pursuant to order and on motion ot
Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee. •>
Mr. Chairman,—Before taking up

the discussion of the Educational esti­
mates in detail I crave the indulg­
ence of the Committee while I refer
to a matter which since the last ses­
sion of the Legislature has occasioned
considerable adverse criticism.

It will be remembered, Sir, that in
the Education Bill of last year which
passed the Assembly without opposi­
tion, provision was made for the ap­
pointment of eleven Supervisors or
Helping-teachers with a view of ren­
dering our young teachers in the field
skillful assistance in the difficult edu­
cational problems that confront them.
No sooner had the Assembly closed

. than the Opposition papers launched
a campaign of hostility against the
project, which they have persistently
kept up to this very day, presumably
for the express purpose of creating
a prejudice in the mind of the elector­
ate against any attempt to improve
the status of Education in the coun­
try. This, of course, is not at all
surprising.

The spirit underlying Education is
as difficult to quicken as the material
structure is easy to provide. It has
ever been the case. In the 18th cen­
tury Pestalozzi of Switzerland, realis­
ing that ignorance and vice were the
two great obstacles to any lasting im­
provement in the condition of the
people, devoted his life to the task of 

improving Education as the most ef­
fective means of combatting those
evils and ameliorating the condition
of his countrymen.

Without adequate remuneration and
almost daily confronted with poverty,
opposition and even persecution he
laboured incessantly to accomplish
his purpose. He lived like a beggar
in order that he might teach beggars to
live like men. In spite of adverse
criticism and persistent opposition he
not only accomplished his chief edu­
cational aim which he stated in the
words “Ich will den menschlichen
Untereicht Psychologisieren,” but had
the satisfaction of receiving thousands
of people who visited him to learn the
secret of his success.

In every Swiss school to-day hangs
a picture of Pestalozzi, and in every
large city in Switzerland a grateful
people have erected a monument in
honor of their great benefactor.

During the early part of the 18th
century when the people of England
had not yet realised that every child
is entitled to an education to equip
him for citizenship, a number of char­
ity schools sprang up, but even those
were not without their doughty op­
ponents—men who were prepared to
go to any lengths in their opposition
to education for the working man’s
child. Chief among those, perhaps.
was B. de Mandeville, who declared:

“There is no need for any
learning at all for the meanest
ranks of mankind; their busi­
ness is to labor, not to think;
their duty is to do what they
are commanded, to fill the
most servile posts and to per­
form the lowest offices and
drudgeries of life for the con-
veniency of their superiors and
common nature gives -them
knowledge enough for this
purpose.

“It is manifest that in a
free nation, where slaves are
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not allowed of, the surest
wealth consists in a multitude
of laborious poor; for besides
that they are the never-failing
nursery of fleets and armies,
without them there could bo
no employment, and no pro­
duct of any country could be
valuable. To make society
happy and people easy under
the meanest circumstances it

Is required that great numbers
of them should be ignorant as
well as poor.”

Horance Mann, the father of Edu­
cational Reform in the State of Massa­
chusetts, in the 19th century effected
improvements astonishing both in
their extent and value. He establish­
ed three public Normal Schools, the
first of their kind in the country, for
the professional training of teachers.
Those schools were highly successful
from the beginning ini providing a
corps of teachers properly trained for
the work, and had a marked influence
in elevating the teaching profession
in public esteem.

He doubled the State appropriation
for Education in twelve years; he in­
creased the number of High Schools,
and established School Libraries and
Teachers Institutes, new agencies for
increasing the efficiency of teachers.

But, Sir, these reforms were not
secured without bitter opposition.
Politicians did their utmost in the
Legislature to abolish the State
Board of Education, of which Mann
was the Secretary; they declared him
to be an idealist and a visionary.

Many of the Conservative Teachers
of Boston took exception to certain
statements in Mann’s report of 1843,
and enlisted under the banner of the
reactionaries, but in a little while they
were completely silenced. Opposition
from sectarian sources were more
vague but none the less bitter and
Mann was accused of causing the dis­
appearance of religion and the re­
ligious spirit from the schools.

Fortunately, Sir, for the cause of
Education this appeal to religious
prejudice was unsuccessful; but his
efforts to combat the combined op­
position from those three sources so
overtaxed his strength that eventu­
ally he was compelled, because of
failing health, to abandon the post.

Even in oui^ own country, Mr.
Chairman, the opposition to Education
al advancement has always been pro­
nounced. It took the Newfoundland
Government eight years, that is from
1836 to 1844, to pass an Act for the
establishment of a classical academy
in this city. When the first school
inspector for the country was appoint­
ed, the papers of that day declared
such an official to be altogether un­
necessary, his appointment an unpar­
donable waste of public money. The
appointment of an Inspector was claim
ed to be an indirect insult to the mem­
bers of the respective Boards of Edu­
cation, many of whom were far better
qualified to form correct opinions re­
garding the educational needs of their
localities than the Inspector himself.

When a small vote was made by the
Assembly many years ago for Manual
Training, that also was adversely
criticised and condemned on the
ground that pupils were to be taught
to make chips.

Mr. Chairman, I mention these few
instances of determined opposition to
educational progress merely to show
that persons who know least about
Education are generally the first to
enter the lists as opponents of pro­
gress. Truly, “every man is not a
proper champion of truth nor fit to
take up the gauntlet in the cause of
verity.”

It may be asked why we need these
Supervisors. My answer Is because
many of our schools are woefully in­
efficient and must be so from the very
nature of the case. There are at
least three causes of this inefficiency.
First, the great majority of our teach­
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ers have had no professional training,
and to-day no less than two hundred
and ninety-eight of them have no
grade at all. Second, the majority of
our teachers hold the lowest grades
(371 third grade, 295 second) and
have had the least experience. Contem­
plate what that means—we have to­
day 298 teachers without any grade oi
professional qualifications of any kind
attempting to develop the mental
powers, mould the character of the
children committed to their charge,
and fit them for their place in life.

I ask any fair-minded person is that
sound? is it economic? is it just? If
from the most valuable material you
desire to make or manufacture a thing
of value and surpassing beauty would
you entrust the task to a novice. If,
for example, you had a very valuable
diamond in the rough that you desired
to have cut in a manner to enhance
its value and display its brilliancy,
would you think of placing it in the
hands of any but an expert lapidary?

Our children are unquestionably our
greatest asset, our most valuable and
sacred possessions; yet we, as a coun­
try, have been up to the present con­
tent to entrust them during the most
impressionable years, the most plastic
period of their life, to persons with no
qualifications for that most difficult
and serious work.

We cannot bring all those teachers
to the city at once and give them the
training they should have, in order to
carry on their work efficiently; but
we can send out to them the Super­
visors, who are qualified because of
their training to render that assistance
and council which many of our teach­
ers so sadly need.

The third cause of inefficiency in
many of our rural schools is the fact
that our present inspection affords no
uplift. It is absolutely impossible
for the Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendents to pay even one visit
a year to all the schools of their
respective denominations. Let me il­

lustrate. Last year there were 425
Church of England Schools operating
along a coast line of two thousand
miles. The school year consists of
210 days, so that if the Superintend­
ent and his Assistant could visit one
school per day the whole year woulu
only be sufficient to permit them to
pay one visit to each school, while
the year’s correspondence would re­
main in the office unanswered.

What applies to the Church of Eng­
land Superintendent applies to those
of the other denominations. Any per­
son who has any knowledge of thi
enormous pile of correspondence Su­
perintendents are called upon to
handle will readily admit that there is
sufficient work in that alone to keep
them in their offices for the major
part of the year.

The Hon. member for St. George’s,
who has had considerable experience
as an Inspector, will appreciate that
all an Inspector can do is to pay one
visit a year to each school in a cer­
tain section of the country, and even
then he can spend only a few hours
at any one place. He is thus quite
unable to form an accurate idea of the
teacher’s work or to make himself ac­
quainted with the conditions under
which that 'work is carried on, let
alone meet the teachers in conference
for discussion of their peculiar diffi­
culties.

The majority of our. schools are in­
efficient, woefully inefficient; but when
I say that I mean no reflection on the
tachers who are, as a class, doing the
very best they know how. The won­
der is that they accomplish so much.
Their desire and our aim is that it be
made possible for them to do better. It
is the paramount duty of the country
to improve the teachers in the service
by every possible means within its
power. This duty is recognised where
ever progress is sought and there are
several, ways by which this improve­
ment has been brought about.—Leave
of absence, Sabbatical year, Summer
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School, Teachers’ Institutes and Su­
pervision..

“It is the function of Supervisors to
breathe upon a school system the
breath of life, to infuse into it a gen­
erous purpose and to direct it to­
wards beneficient ends.”

This presupposes a rich and varied
experience gained in the class-room;
it presupposes educational ideals and
an expert knowledge of the necessary
machinery of schools. It is not enough
that a merely intelligent man, sup­
plied only with empirical notions,
should undertake the responsible dut­
ies of Supervision. Intelligence and
executive ability are forceful qualities
everywhere; but they do not equip
the doctor or lawyer; neither do they
equip the educator. To the necessary
basis of common sense must be super­
added the science of Education. The
Supervisor must be professionally
trained for the work and must be deep
ly and fruitfully read in educational
literature, and possessed of patience,
tolerance and fair-mnidedness.
Who Selected Them?

It was stated some time ago in this
Chamber by an Hon. gentleman of
the Opposition that the Supervisors
were chosen because they were my
friends- Permit me to say in reply.
Sir, that they were not selected by
me at all; they-were chosen by the
Superintendents of Education and re­
commended to me. Last September
they were sent to two of the best
Normal Schools on the North Ameri­
can Continent, where they undertook
special courses, both theoretical and
practical, to afford them professional
information essential to their success.
They completed their courses with
credit to themselves and returned to
us at the end of June fired with en­
thusiasm and eager to advance the
cause in our midst.
What Do They Do?

The duties of the Supervisors were
specifically laid down in the Education
Act of last year. They will visit the 

schools not as mere inspectors, spies,
judges, or detectives to discover de­
fects, failings, short-comings; but to
render real service—to assist teach
ers in finding better ways of doing
things, getting solutions to their pe­
culiar school problems. They will re­
main in a school long enough at a
visit to see the teacher actually at
wurk, to note the strong and weak
points in discipline, instruction and
method, detect inefficiency or monot­
onous routine if such exist, and give
the teachers sufficient time in con­
ference to discuss in a friendly spirit
the weaknesses observed and give
suggestions for their removal.

They will given demonstration les­
sons to illustrate the best methods of
teaching the various subjects. Any
person who is acquainted with our
Rural Schools must admit that this is
necessary. To watch some of the
younger teachers take a lesson is
sufficient to give one the "creeps.”
Socialize It.

The emphasis of Supervision
will be placed on socialization of
school work. The school work
must be made to touch the com­
munity life. The school is not
performing to its full activity the
function of making citizens by the
continuance of a course of study
based essentially on text-book
work and only slightly related to
the life of the community in which
it is placed. A purely academic
course of study causes the school
to become a sort of emigration
bureau and cither depopulates the
community or at least keeps It at
a standstill.

Teachers’ Meetings.
The Supervisors, too, will conduct

Teachers’ Meetings, assist in summer
schools and direct professional reading
circles. The Department, with the
assistance of the Superintendents, will
assign one or two professional works
to be read by the teachers during the 
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year. The Supervisors will assemble
the teachers in a town, or settlement
at certain periods and discuss essen­
tial portions of the books. In this way
the teachers will be made acquainted
with modern educational thought and
practice, keep themselves ahead of
the times, and gradually equip them­
selves for more efficient service.

Under the conditions that too often
obtain to-day, the lessons are repuls­
ive to the teachers and the pupils
alike. Is it any wonder that under
such circumstances the child dislikes
school, and prefers to wander in a
field or sail a boat? The Supervisors
will in some measure remedy this by
showing how the work may be made
attractive.

Right education can not be brought
about until teachers are so broadly
trained, so professionally in earnest,
so confident of public support and ap­
proval that they will be true leaders,
making youth ready to meet the new
demands of to-morrow, instead of be­
ing timid conservatives holding back
civilization by loading it down with
hordes of incompetents-, ill-taught, un­
trained and to all intents and pur­
poses totally uneducated.

The Canadian provinces have for a
long time recognised the value of
Supervision and have liberally pro­
vided for them. I shall read for the
benefit of the Committee the number
in the different provinces, together
with average salary paid each.

Br. Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Newfoundland

Population
400,000
496.525
647,835
566,000

3,000,000
360,000
500,000
245,000

While the population or those pro­
vinces in every case exceeds ours, it
must be remembered that our schools

are scattered along the whole coast­
line, approximately two thousand
miles, with long stretches between
schools.

Mr. Sullivan: There are lots of
places around the island where there
are no schools at all.

Dr. Barnes: Yes; but at present it
is impossible to state how many places
there are.

Mr. Sullivan: The Superintendents
should know.

Dr. Barnes: It is only fair to them
to say that one Superintendent cannot
do the work of five or six men. I my­
self had the idea at one time that
they could do more work than they
did. but more experience has led me
to change that opinion, and I think It
the Hon. gentleman were to visit the
Department and see the correspond­
ence that has to be attended to, and
note the interviews that have to bi
given, he too would change his opin­
ion.
An Expert’s Opinion.

As to the value of Supervisors, it is
interesting to get the opinion of other
neople and in this connection I would
like to read to the House the opinion
of Superintendent Chadsey of Detroit.
He says:

“The criticism is sometimes heart.
that there is a tendency unduly to
increase the number of Supervisors in
our system. As a matter of fact, in
mv iudgment, money expended for
salaries of Supervisors produces far

greater returns in increasing educa­
tional efficiency than similar sums
expended for class-room teachers.

Supervisors Av. Salary T. Ex.
15 2,700 1,000
35 2,400 1,000
48 2,700 Motor Car

29 .2,400 7S0
108 2,500-6,200 600

8 2,000 500
12 2,'000 350
11 1.G0O GOO
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With the great increase in the size ot
the system it has become practically
impossible for the Superintendents
and the Assistant Superintendents to
do any genuine supervision. Their
work has to be in the form of Inspec­
tion rather than of Supervision.

"The Supervisors must be able to
remain in a given school long enough
to determine the strong and weak
points of instruction, and must later
give to the individual teacher time
through conferences which will en­
able improvement to be effected.”

There in the city of Detroit alone,
with a population of 466,000 people,
there are no less than 25 supervisors.
Dakota’s Experiment.

Last year an experiment was made
at Brown County, S. Dakota, by Dr.
M. S. Pittman, State Normal College
Ypsilanti, Michigan, to determine the
value of Supervision in rural schools,
which are equivalent to our outport
schools. The experiment took cog­
nizance of two equal of schools and
was conducted without the teachers
knowing what the object was. Tht
results constitute striking confirms
tion of the good opinion previously
held respecting the value of Super­
vision. They showed that children
in ail supervised schools made mark­
ed progress in all grades. Children in
supervised groups made almost twice
as much progress as those in unsuper­
vised. In other words, expressed in
percentage, Dr. Pittman found that if
the progress in unsupervised schools
were represented by 100 per cent, the
progress in Supervised schools woulq
be 194 per cent.

Teachers in the Supervised groups
did four times as much professional
reading as they had done in any one
year before. The work of supervision
resulted in progress of children’s
work which showed that the Super­
visor’s service is approximately worth
820,000 per year to the taxpayers of
this country the returns would more
than justify the expenditure. This ex­

periment was made in fields where the
teachers were trained for their work,
and if it was found that Supervisors
are essential where the teachers are
professionally trained surely they are
doubly necessary in our schools, where
the teachers have received no profes­
sional training at all!
Teachers’ Verdict.

Supervision was given a brief trial
in our own country about two years
ago, and I shall take the liberty of
reading a few extracts from teachers-
letters expressing opinions as to its
value:

“Your visits to the school were such
a source of inspiration and encourage­
ment that I have never seen the child­
ren more keen and work so well as
they do now.”

“I have derived considerable bene­
fit, which will improve my methods of
teaching.”

“Although in the profession for over
a quarter of a century, I still find that
there are many things to learn, yes,
and many things to unlearn; and it
is only by having a ready ear and
open mind that one can hope to keep
abreast of the times and, consequently
be of true service to our dear old
country.”

“We venture to assert, that if a
system of direct supervision of schools
by competent and well trained teach­
ers should become in the near future
a part of our Educational plan in
Newfoundland, our country would
benefit greatly thereby.”

This is the verdict of a number of
our own teachers, Mr. Chairman. I
trust I have said enough to remove
any doubt from the minds of Hon.
members opposite as to the absolute
necessity of Supervision if our schools
are to do better work, and if we are
to get adequate returns for the money
voted for educational purposes.
Tl'hat Propaganda Did.

Unfortunately, however, there • has
been such a hue and cry against the
appointment of the Supervisors by the
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iteration—though without proof—that
the appointment of those helping­
teachers would constitute an interfer­
ence with the denominational system,
it has been rendered impossible to
secure unanimity among the heads of
the various denominations as to as­
signment of the Supervisors to their
proper fields. It is regrettable that
such is the case, but it is the case, and
I have been reluctantly forced to ad­
vise the Government to defer the ap­
pointment till the heads of the various
denominations reach a mutual agree­
ment on the matter.

The intention was to have a certain
field assigned to each Supervisor by
mutual agreement of the Superintend­
ents and have him visit, supervise and
inspect all the public schools in that
field regardless of denomination.
When the Bill was introduced last
year I made it perfectly clear that it
was not the intention to interfere with
the present denominational system.
The Supervisor would in no way in
terfere with the powers of the Boards
in their administration of schools:
his function would be supervisory, in­
spirational; and would in no ease in­
terfere with the work of religious in­
struction but confine his attention to
the secular work in accordance with
specific instructions, mutually agreed
upon by the Superintendent and the
Minister.
The Supervisors.

Mr. Samson: What are you going to
do with the Supervisors now?

Dr. Barnes: Considering their'qual­
ifications as teachers they will have
no difficulty in securing schools. Some
of them I have no doubt could secure
remunerative positions as teachers in
America if they cared to accept them.

Mr. Bennet: For what period of
time are the Supervisors appointed,
and is there any contract in connec­
tion with their appointment?

Dr. Barnes: .The Supervisors have
not yet been appointed. There was 
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an agreement signed by the Super­
visors last autumn to the effect that
they were to pursue a course of study
at approved institutions, and on their
return to Newfoundland to take what
is termed in the Act the Professional
Examination. These conditions being
met the Act calls for a provisional
appointment for two years and, if at
the conclusion of that period the work
of a Supervisor be satisfactory to the
Department, the appointment may be
made permanent. We should have no
claim upon the Supervisors after two
years.
The Estimates.

We turn now, Sir, to the Estimates.
There is an increase of 2,150 on page
26. That is occasioned by the in­
crease in the salary of the principal
of the Normal School and an increase
of $700 for Printing and Stationery^
The grant for Printing and Stationery
for the year 1919-1920, before we came
into office, was $1,000 and the print­
ing of the reports of that year cost
the Superintendents $2500. This year
we are hoping to be able to keep one
bill for Printing and Stationery with­
in the vote, $2300. Next year there
will be far more Stationery and
Printing required. The travelling ex­
penses are cut down from $9,000 to
$3,000. This reduction is made ow­
ing to the fact that no Supervisors
are to be appointed this year.

We next turn to’page 27. At first
it was proposed to reduce the grant
of the sparsely populated localities.
but when it was later found that that
would reduce the salaries of the teaci}
ers in those places, and since there
was no intention on the part of -the
Government to disturb their salaries,
it was decided to allow that grant to
stand. There is a change for Inspec­
tion; instead of $36,546 it should read
$19,546. There is also a change in the
grant for special purposes. Last year
you will notice that the grant for
special purposes was $285.03 and later 
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there 'was a slight increase made in
Additional Estimates of $522 to in­
crease the salaries of the Registrar
of the Council of Higher Education
and his Stenographer. There was a
printer’s error of $4.80 and which
accounts for the discrepancy. We
propose to drop the $10,000 vote for
Night Schools.

These, Mr. Chairman, are the only
changes in the Educational Estimates

MR. MACDONNELL.—Mr. Chair­
man, 1 wish to make a few remarks
before the vote goes through. The
main portion of the discourse given by
Dr. Barnes was a justification for
laving Supervisors, -.a that point 1
do not think that there is anybody in
this House can speak with more ac­
curacy than he, because for years he
worked in this country as a riuper-
,-;sor of schools; but he has missed
the point so far as the objection -..f
the Opposition to Supervisors is con­
cerned. We do not dispute the neces­
sity of Supervisors; our point was
Unit we could not afford to ' for
them. 1 think a necessity in a time
of prosper.ty becomes a luxury in
hard, times. The appointment of Sup­
ervisors in times tike these would Lc
a luxury and I do not think that the
country can stand for luxuries now
We cannot, afford it. Now that was
cur position right through. I.n try­
ing to justify his Department this ev­
ening Dr. Barnes made out an excel­
lent case, but I honestly believe that
lie was not really' serious in dealing
with present conditions in this coun­
try. He justified the stand he had tak­
en with regard to Supervisors but he
ignored the point we made, and 1
have too much respect for his intelli­
gence to say that he did it intention­
ally. First of all he told us the re­
grettable fact that the greatest num­
ber of teachers are in the lower
grades. That is regrettable, every­
body knows. But how are you going 

to avoid it? Take the localities as you
find them and the salaries paid them.
You cannot get first grade teachers to
accept those salaries. Those ungrad­
ed teachers are not paid but you can­
not help it. The reason for the ap­
pointment of ungraded teachers is be­
cause of the small salaries offered.
Further, the ungraded teachers suffer
additional hardships. They get no al­
lowances from the Augmentation
Board. That is a problem that Sup­
ervisors cannot solve. I quite agree
with Dr. Barnes this evening that the
Supervisor will be helpful to the
teacher; but I am glad that for the
present year at least we will not be
called upon to pay those salaries to
Supervisors, despite the fact, that
quite a few of the Supervisors are
personal friends of mine.

Many' people go around talking
about the work done by the Superin­
tendents of Education, and I quite
agree with the Hon. Minister in hav­
ing the Superintendents on the job in
the office. The Superintendent is the
main spring for his particular de­
nomination. There is nothing that
crops up that is not referred to the
Superintendents. The actual salar­
ies and in fact the whole thing is hung
up until the Superintendents return
from their flying visits. Conse­
quently, I think that the Superintend­
ents should be kept on the job in the
office all the time, because many im­
portant things are neglected here in
headquarters in St. John’s while they
are making those flying visits. Then
again it is impossible for any Super­
intendent to-day to visit the number
of schools for each particular denom­
ination at all, especially when one
considers the facilities for travel­
ling. Also I think it is unfair that
the Superintendents were only allow­
ed a certain amount for travelling
purposes. The amount for travelling
expenses for Superintendents should 
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bo commensurate with the amount o£
expenses incurred. Why an ordinary
policeman or Customs official or Mag­
istrate in the public service is allow­
ed full expenses; but a distinction is
made in the case of the Superintend­
ents of Education. I had an experi­
ence of that myself.' It takes a man’s
fortnight salary to travel a week by
the time you pay for motor boats,
etc., and a man has to pay that ex­
penses out of his own salary. I
think that is unfair and that is one of
the reasons why a Superintendent is
not anxious to travel. I have had to
remain home in St. George’s a month
to recoup myself for a fortnight’s
travelling that I had done. I think
that Dr. Barnes should look after this
and see that some provision is made
by which those who do travel should
be paid the expenses they incur.

I was particularly struck with one
thing the Doctor talked about, name­
ly, that when the day’s work in the
school was over the Supervisor would
take the teacher aside and discuss
matters. I never had any such oppor­
tunity. Dr. Barnes promised won­
derful and rosy things, too, in that
he said that the Supervisors were go­
ing to make the schools attractive for
the teachers and pupils alike. Well
that will come to the time when child­
ren will prefer to go to school rather
than do anything else and which is
certainly contrary to, at least, the
experiences I have ever had of child­
ren. Usually there- is a road leading
to every school, but you will notice
that almost every child will go
through the field and meadows in­
stead pf going by the beaten track,
but now, according to Dr. Barnes, the
Supervisors are going to have them
all travel on the one, straight road.
How many of us here are going to
walk on the straight roads all our
lives and in the one direction. If the
Supervisors of Education, when they 
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are appointed, are able to change
human nature and in the early days
of childhood at that, then I think our
educational system is not in the ex­
perimental stage but rather are we
thirty degrees below zero on the
point of education. However, there is
no further necessity of discussing the
matter now as the Minister has given
the assurance that the Supervisors
will not be appointed this year.

With the last point he made I en­
tirely disagree. I do not agree with
the reference that the visitation of
Supervisors did not interfere with the
denominational aspect. So far as the
denomination I belong to is concern­
ed the distinction is this. The religi­
ous instruction that a child receives
is not a subject at all. It is the
ground work of our educational sys­
tem. Why take any chances of hav­
ing this system interfered with. The
vast majority of the people of the
country do not want to see it inter­
fered with. Dr. Barnes says he does
not think it will be and for that I am
thankful.

With regard to the Higher Educa­
tion Examinations alluded to by Dr.
Barnes. The Council of Higher Edu­
cation stands very highly in the opin­
ion of the outport people of this
country. True there are people who
are prepared to offer any other test
in its place. Now I believe there Is
a necessity for some sort of an ex­
amination and until somebody comes
forward with some other system 1
think it is a pity that we should do
anything in this House that would
mean the cutting off of the 51-500 a
year allocated for these C. H. E. Ex­
aminations and deprive the outport
people of what they think an ad­
vantage.

I will fight as fairly as I can and
hit as hard as I can, but with regard
to the principles laid down by the
Minister, who with his Deputy, Dr.
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Burke, are, perhaps, the best author­
ities on education in Newfoundland, I
do not know enough to state an opin­
ion as to whether he Is right or
wrong.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Mr. Chair­
man—Just one word. I am not an
authority on this matter like Mr. Mac-
Donnell, but the part I am sorry for
is that the Minister did not do like
Mr. Coaker and come In here and
show the country that he has cut a
substantial amount of the expendi­
ture of his Department. ' “We are in
this position that we are voting away
money we haven’t got and we will not
be able to meet our bills at the end
of the year. The amount voted for
Eduction in 1910 was less than three
hundred thousand dollars and to-day
we are asking for eight hundred thous
and dollars. That is a difference of
five hundred thousand dollars in ten
years. Well now we have not been
told where we are going to get the
revenue to meet that expenditure. That
is the thing I am most concerned with.
I am in favour of Education that we
can pay for but we can’t afford this
amount. Take the Revenue for 1914
which we have to get back to. It was
three hundred and sixty-nine thous­
and six hundred dollars. How much
are we asking for this year , over eight
million dollars. You haven’t told us
where we are going to get it, you
may have told us but we are not
satisfied that you are correct. You
can’t get it with new fish selling in
the market to-day at four dollars and
two and a half dollars a quintal. It
is all very well for the Minister to
make a flowery speech about Educa­
tion in other countries, but beggars
cannot be choosers, and we must be
prepared to cut our garment according
to the cloth. You have to get busy
to do it. Now I would like to draw
the attention of the Committee to an
article in this paper this afternoon. I
was wondering when I read it if it is
correct. It is headed Mr. Howard 

again. Are we not losing our time
here discussing this vote if what is
contained in this arctile is true, as
follows:—

Well may you hide your head be­
hind that paper Mr. Coaker. It is a
reflection upon you Sir to have it
said that it is up to this man to look
out for the people that you stated
you were looking out for a couple of
years ago when you took the Govern­
ment. You have to sit there and listen
to me reading this and you cannot
utter a word in denial. That is the
position we are in here to-day and we
sit here discussing a vote for educa­
tion of eight hundred thousand dollar?.
The people of Twillingate to-day are
working on roads up in the woods­
although Mr. Jennings says that is
not so.

MR. JENNINGS—I don’t know that
there is a man in my district working
on that road.

SIR MICHAELj CASHIN—I know
you don’t and that is the reason I am
telling you. The member for Burgeo
was going to take action because of a
statement that this Mr. Howard made
the other day with regard o his dis­
trict but he didn’t because he found
that Mr. Howard was correct. It is
foolishness in the face of this kind of
thing to be voting eight hundred
thousand dollars to-day for education
against three hundred and sixty thous­
and ten years ago. You can’t get it
and you know it. If you can show me
how we can get back to 1909 or 1914
then I am prepared to listen to this
vote but not until then. When you
do as Mr. Coaker did and cut off some
of your expenditure in your Depart­
ment then I will be prepared to talk
Education. I will ask you Mr. Minis­
ter to get up and tell me how you
are going to get this money. I see
you don’t get up. Then you and your
education can go to Hong Kong.

MR. BENNETT:—Mr. Chairman, I
hoped that Dr. Barnes would have
acceded to Sir Michael’s request. I
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cannot congratulate him on the ad­
dress he made in so far as the pre­
sent situation of the country’s finan­
ces are concerned. I would like for
the Minister to get up and tell us
how he hopes to bring about the
conditions he is so anxious should
accrue in relation to Education in
this country. He complained bitter­
ly about the criticism of the Opposi­
tion, as if the criticsm of that depart­
ment of Educatoin were for the pur­
pose of destroying Education. Not
one member of the Opposition said one
word against the improvement of the
educational system of Newfoundland.
We all want to see progress made, a
better system, and better teachers.
We want the best we can only have
what we can afford to pay for, and
no matter what Dr, Barnes may say
or do, he cannot get over that stumb­
ling block. On a previous occasion,
when he spoke on Education he re­
ferred to the ideal system in Switzer­
land. I have no knowledge of that
system, but I- think it is very much
akin to that of Germany, because in
all the schools they speak German
there.

DR. BARNES:—That is German
Switzerland only.

MR. BENNETT:—I do not think
that these are the countries we
should look to for our system of
Education. We have seen enough in
the late war of what German Culture
has done for the world. These high
ideals are not always the best. It
has been freely admitted that Ger­
many paid more attention to educa­
tion than any other nation of its
size and importance. Newfoundland
is in an entirely different position to
any of these countries. One would
think after hearing Dr. Barnes that
no effort has been made to improve
the system of education in this coun­
try. Sir Michael Cashin pointed out
just now that in the past ten years 

the educational grants have increas­
ed six hundred thousand dollars.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—Mr. Chair­
man, I should like to make a few re­
marks on this vote before it goes
through, and while congratulating
the Hon. Minister on the able man­
ner in which he has dealt with the
all important question of Education,
I cannot but be mindful of how in­
opportune is the present time for the
introduction of innovations or the
trying out of new and expensive ideas

SIR JOHN CROSBIE:—I do pot lay
down a policy as it would be.impert­
inent on my part to tell the Hon.
Minister what plan to develop, just
as I think it would be for him to tell
me about fish. As far as the Opposi­
tion criticism goes it is not directed
to the value of the Supervisors, but
as to where the money is to come
from. Can we with a population of
250,000' people find the money to
carry out the ideas of the Hon. Min •
ister. The more I look over it, the
more I think it is impossible. He
is doing more, unconsciously perhaps,
to cause friction among the teachers
than anyone else. When we look at
Mr. Solomon Whiteway getting $3,-
000 we are bound to find a grievance.
I do not question the qualifications of
Dr. Burke or Mr. Whiteway but the
teacher in the outport has to play the
organ and be a lay reader for $700. It
is the vote of over $800,000 that wor­
ries me. If Hon. Dr. Barnes or any
other will tell me how we are to raise
it I will vote for Education. Nobody
can tell me. I notice too what the
Hon. Minister has said about the
Supervisor going into the teacher.
Some are born teachers and others
are not and cannot take care of
children. I remember one man who
would frighten what was in my head
out of it and another who would
teach me more in 10 minutes than the
first could in 6 hours. The education
nf the States is not the education for
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here as there Is an entirely different
atmosphere. Therefore I do not like
this amount of money to be spent on
those people here. The Hon Minis­
ter says that even the Chinese are
sent to the States but I say you do not
get the best education there. In Can
ada you will get a good grounding
but right here you will get the best
commercial education under the old
systems. My own daughter on going
abroad outclassed all competitors.
Our ground work has been good. The
Hon. Prime Minister himself knows it.

Take the late Prof. Holloway—the
Hon. Prime Minister, the Hon. S. J.
Foote and even myself were pupils
(under him. That kind of man got to
be born to develop the best in the chil­
dren. The Hon. Minister says he sent
these Supervisors to the States, with
the best intentions, but if we can get
what was taught here 20 years ago
into the boy he can’t be beaten.
What I want to point out is this—
can we expect the children to be
educated if they are so short of food
and clothes, especially in the winter
that their parents cannot send them to
school. It would be better to have
no system at all. I think we should
cut the vote to meet the conditions.
You cannot find th© money today. I
do not think the Hon. Prime Minis­
ter will disagree with one word I
have said as we now have been here
4 months and don’t know how we
are going to produce the revenue. He
wants a revenue of over 8 millions
but cannot get 5, and I say Dr.
Barnes, you will not have the money
to spend. Go to any mercantile pre­
mises any morning and you will see
20 or thirty men sitting down idle—
they are not producing a penny to­
day.

You will see men now lying about
the wharves playing cards because
they can find nothing to do and how
are we going to produce a revenue?
I am here to learn but nobody has 

yet submitted a financial statement
that can convince me. Here we have
one Mr. Willard Howard making a
statement about the destitution of the
people in the District of Burgeo and
LaPoile but the member for that Dis­
trict has not done a single tiling about
it. We talked of passing a vote of
censure on him but are we going to
do it? Dr. Grenfell has denied having
anything to do with it and perhaps in
this case he did not. One thing I do
know that if Mr. Grant sent that mes­
sage about tlie condition of the people
in the Straits, he sent it in all sin­
cerity. What is said about Twillingate
I do not believe but we know that
there are sections of Trinity and
Bonavista Bays where unemployment
is rampant and in spite of the fact
that everything possible has been done
for them, these people are now only
earning sufficient to put them over
the summer. Now, if we have an av­
erage catch of fish this year which
would be a million and a half quin­
tals at $8.00 a quintal it would give us
only $12,000,000. It was believed by
some people outside the House when
I made a similar estimate before that
I said the price of fish this year would
be $8.00 a quintal but I said nothing
of the kind because I do not believe
it will reach such figure. The best
that is being paid to-day is four dol­
lars for merchantable and Maderia,
two dollars for West India and two
dollars and a half for haddock. It is
all very well to vote this amount. Dr.
Barnes, but you won't get it if that’s
the way mercantile people are looking
at things now. I never believed in
Labrador Shore made fish myself but
I know a man who came in here with
500 qtls. of it and although he tried
every firm in town he could not get
an offer for it. As I have already
said, it is just as well for us to face
the situation like men and we all
know that we cannot, under the pre­
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sent conditions, give $850,000 for Edu­
cation. No one in this House is pre­
pared to vote more for Education than
I am, but what we have not got we
cannot give. I take off my hat to
Hon. Dr. Barnes when it comes to a
knowledge of Education but he knows
nothing about finance and I am com­
ing to the opinion that very few in
this House, or at least on that side of
it, do know anything about it. If they
did they would all be attempting to do
what the Minister of Fisheries has
done, and that is cut the estimates for
their several departments in two. I
want you to be perfectly clear that I
am as strong on Education as you are
but I first want to see where the
money is going to come from before I
vote it. I know that there is not a
man on the other side who has not
said to himself, “whatever may be the
conditions existing when the House
meets again, it is certain that we can­
not tax the people any more.” The
last straw has been placed upon the
camel’s back. I have no desire to de­
lay the House on the Educational
vote, but I do want to go on record as
not being conscientiously able to vote
for this amount, simply because I can­
not see where we can get the money.
I would suggest to the Hon. Minister
that even now he would take that
vote and cut off another few thou­
sands and leave something over till
next year when things might look
brighter than they do now. I do not
ask for the vote to be delayed but I
do say that if some of these things are
cut off, the children cannot suffer
very much for one year, and I appeal
to you to see if it is not possible to
cut something off this vote. If you
can reduce it by another $100,000 or
$150,000, and I believe you are man
enough to do that, you will come back
here next year the proudest man in

the House, and I say now that I be­

lieve you will consider this matter
yet. ,

MR. SULLIVAN—Mr. Chairman, af­
ter listening to the remarks of the
various speakers who preceded me
there is not much left for me to say
except to put once more our position
before the Government. I must can-
gratulate the Minister on the speech
he made. I am sure that he believes
thoroughly in his proposition but I
am sorry we cannot see eye to eye
with him. My principal reason for
objecting to this vote is because the
country cannot afford it, and from
what I imagine is going to happen I
think that we will hardly be able to
afford this expenditure which he pro­
poses to saddle the country with next
year. I now suggest, and will make a
motion to that effect that this De­
partment be abolished until this coun­
try is in a better position. I figure
that it is going to cost us next year
twenty-three thousand, one hundred
and forty dollars for the Department
of Education. You have four steno­
graphers down there at seven hun­
dred and twenty dollars a year. Why
is that?

MINISTER OF EDUCATION.—
Would you permit me to explain. We
have only one stenographer in our of­
fice. The others are for the Super­
intendents.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Now I am going
to say that your Department will cost
more than I stated before. What pro­
vision have you made for rent, heat,
light, etc.? That is the very question
I was debating in the Railway Resolu­
tions. Your Department will have to
pay part of the rent of the Militia De­
partment. Why have you not come in
here and shown it in your estimates?
Haven’t you any intention of contri­
buting your share?

MINISTER OF EDUCATION.—
That comes out of the vote for Public

Works.
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MR. SULLIVAN.—Why isn’t your
Department charged with it?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
That Is the way it should be but It
doesn't work out that way. That all
comes out of Public Works.

MR. SULLIVAN.—The total amount
of money we are asked to pay for sal­
aries for Education is seven hundred
and thirty-nine thousand six hundred
and thirty-nine dollars, and we are
asked to vote eight hundred and eight
thousand three hundred and eighty­
eight dollars, which leaves sixty-eight
thousand seven hundred and forty-
nine dollars. Out of that amount we
are paying nineteen thousand five
hundred and forty-six dollars for in­
spection. Is that right? In other
words the Department of Education
and Inspection under that head, with­
out any charges for light, heat, etc.,
is costing the country forty-two thou­
sand six hundred and eighty-six dol­
lars. Under the heading of Inspec­
tion, that nineteen thousand five hun­
dred and forty-six dollars does that
include travelling expenses?

MINISTER OF EDUCATION.—That
comes out of the three thousand dol­
lars.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Will that fill the
bill? You don’t have to bring in any­
thing in Supplemental Supply.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION.—No.
There will be nothing in Supplemental
Supply.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Now Sir, I am
glad that you have cut out those Sup­
ervisors, because I think it was out­
rageous to ask the country at a time
like this to shoulder the expense of
eleven supervisors in addition to six
inspectors. In New Brunswick where
they have twice our- population they
have only eight supervisors. I would
be only too pleased to do anything I
can to advance the cause of Educa­
tion, but I think it would be better
until we can afford it to cut out that

Department altogether, and give the
twenty-three thousand one hundred
and forty dollars to the sparsely popu­
lated settlements where they have no
schools to enable them to get one. As
Mr. Walsh has stated he knows many
places where people have been beg­
ging for schools for years, and noth­
ing has been done and they are dis­
gusted. I know several places in and
around my district, where there was
not enough money to pay for a schol
and there are twenty or twenty five
children in those little settlements.
That is disgraceful, and that is one
reason why the Department should be
done away with, and money used for
additional schools. That is the reas­
on I am opposed to the measure be­
fore the House.

MR. FOX.—Mr. Chairman, I think
we are too conservative not to see that
for every dollar spent for this purpose
we get a dollar’s worth of returns.
The vote for supervision is altogeth­
er out of proportion to the amunt
spent for education. It is another in­
stance of the misappropriation of pub­
lic funds. .

I can hardly expect that anything
that will come from this side of the
House will check the mad, extravag­
ant policy of the Government. Y’ou
will go your own way with your eyes
wide open, but we have done our duty
by the people who sent us here. The
public will not be able to say that we
have missed any chance to do our
very best to preserve public moneys.
For over four months we have kept dn
ceaselessly without any hope of per­
sonal advantage It has been a real
sacrifice on our part, but we have
spared no effort to fulfil our obliga­
tion to the public and to those who
sent us here. We have done the best
we could, not alone to checkmate the
Government but we have tried to un­
earth the scandals that have come to
light during the past three o? four 
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months, and it will be agreed that no
such scandals have come to light dur­
ing the past 25 years. If they had it
would have swept the Government out
of existence within a month. We have
had the burden of unearthing these
scandals, and we must now pass the
burden on to the public. The public
will have to bear the burdens for the
scandals that you have committed, and
the lack of ability that you have
shown to handle the various matters
that have come before you.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past midnight,

TUESDAY, August 2nd.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain Resolutions and asked leave
to sit again.

On motion, this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An
Act for the Ratification of the Con­
tract with Pulp and Paper Corpora­
tion of America," without amendment.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled “An
Act for the Protection of Neglected,
Dependent and Delinquent Children,"
with some amendment, in which they
requested the concurrence of the
House of Assembly.

On moiton of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister the said amendmepts were read
a first time and ordered to be read a
second time on Jo-morrow.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting 

the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bill sent up entitled "An
Act Respecting Fishery Supplies for
the Current Season,” with some am­
endment, in which they request the
concurrence of the House of Assem­
bly.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter the said amendments were read a
first time and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
this morning at eleven of the clock.

Hon. the Minister of Education
tabled Report of Department of Edu­
cation, 1919-1920 and Report of Coun­
cil of Higher Education, 1920.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

The House met at eleven of the
clock in the forenoon pursuant to ad­
journment.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant­
ed and on motion of Sir J. C. Crosbie,
the Bill to amend Chapter 72 of the
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series)
entitled “Of Illigitimatc Children, ’
was introduced and read a first time
and it was ordered that it be read a
second time on to-morrow.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—I beg to call
attention to question 2 of July SOth
which is still unanswered.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
will get the information probably this
afternoon.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What is the
position as to the sale of pit props.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
have had no opportunity of seeing to
the matter since yesterday. Arrange­
ments have been made with Mr. House
of Port aux Basques but I have heard
nothing further sicne yesterday.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. House
writes to me to say nothing has been
arranged. If that Is correct how can 
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the Government say there is a con­
tract—where does the contract fit in.

SIR J. C. CROSBIE.—I beg' leave
Mr. Speaker, to introduce a Bill to
amend Chapter 72 of the Consolidated
Statutes (Third Series) entitled "Of
Illegitimate Children.”

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, to lay on the table of the House
a statement signed by the Auditor
General showing the position of the
Surplus Trust Fund as on Saturday
last, July 30th, and of any obligations
existing or in prospect which have to
be met from the said Fund.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—1
have sent to get the answers right
away.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the work of taking
the Census has yet begun, if it is be­
ing given to school teachers as in pre­
vious years, and if not why not; how
many school teachers actually engag­
ed in the work of their profession
have been employed in connection
with the Census and how many other
persons, and to give the names of the
latter, the amounts being paid to
them for their services as Census offi­
cials, and the amount per day or week
or per job that is being paid them as
travelling expenses; also what is the
regular occupation of Fred House,
Jr., and Reginald White, who are en­
gaged in taking the Census for Twil­
lingate and in what capacity did they
serve the present Government so as
to earn for them the description of
being "political crooks,” applied to
them by the Twillingate Sun.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—We
will employ resident school teachers
where possible. The arrangements
are in the hands of Mr. Mews as form­
erly, from whom I will get informa­
tion as to their occupations.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—What is the
occupation of White and House?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER—I
do not know about them.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hoh. the
Minister of Education if it is correct
that he intends to urge the Govern­
ment to adjourn the present session
until the Autumn so as to give him au
opportunity to prepare his report for
last year lor which the House las
been waiting since the earij days of
the session.

HON MINISTER OF EPLCATl'iN.
—The answer is in the negative.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if any sum was given
directly or as a guarantee to the Unit­
ed Trading Company in the way of
supplying for the fishery this yeai,
under the terms of the recent agree­
ment, and if so how much, and also
who are the officials of the United
Trading Company and have they anj
connection with the F.P.U. or its as­
sociated Companies.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
do not know who the company is but
understand it is part of the Concep­
tion Bay concern.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, to lay on the table of the House
a statement showing the Customs Re­
venue collected at St. John’s from
May 25th of this year, the day of the
presentation of his Budget and the
imposition of new taxes, up to Satur­
day last, July 30th, and for the corres­
ponding periods in 1920 and in 1919.
and to say, in view of the failure of
his tariff proposals to realize even as
much Revenue as last year, not to
speak of the forty per cent, increase
he - estimated, what steps he proposes
to take to cope with the condition of
things which involves bankruptcy for
the Colony in a very few months.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
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That will be secured from the Deputy
Minister of Finance.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice if he is aware
that several Canadian survey parties
are now at work in Hamilton Inlet,
Labrador, in connection with the La­
brador Boundary Question, it they are
refusing to pay Customs duties and if
they are acting as though they owned
the territory; if he or the Government
have any information in regard to this
matter, to table the same together
with any telegrams, letters, or any
correspondence in relation thereto;
and if the Government is not inform­
ed will he take steps to inform himself
as to the position so that the House
may know exactly where it stands
before the Session closes.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—I
am aware that a surveying party is
working on Labrador. I was told a
few weeks ago by the Assitant Col­
lector they had refused to pay duties
and he insists on their doing so. He
gave me some correspondence on the
matter but I have heard nothing
since.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister, the-Council’s amendments to the
“Delinquent Children Bill” was refer­
red to a Select Committee, as follows:
Hon. the Minister of Justice, Mr. Mac-
Donnell, Mr. Higgins.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister the amendment made by the
Legislative Council in and upon the
Bill sent up entitled “An Act Respect­
ing Fishery Supplies for the Current
Season” was read a second time and
agreed to and it was ordered that a
message be sent to the Legislative
Council acquainting that body that
the House of Assembly had concurred
in the said amendments without am­
endment.

The Chairman from the Committee 

of the Whole on Supply reported cer­
tain Resolutions which were read a
first time as follows:

Department of Education, $794,-
895.03; Department of Shipping, $50,-
000.00; Department of Public Charit­
ies, $410,295.81.

The said Resolutions being read a
second time it was moved and sec­
onded that the House concur with the
Committee therein and the said Re­
solutions were agreed to.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman,

when the House adjourned last night
we had under consideration the out­
standing question in regard to the
telegraphs and cables of this country
and I listened with a great deal of
interest to the remarks of Sir Michael
Cashin, who evidently made a very
close study of the situation and from
his experience in past Governments he
spoke with an authority that no other
member of the House could have
spoken. I noticed that during the
course of his remarks he got under
the skin of the Prime Minister with
regard to a certain attitude of his in
relation to the Anglo Telegraph Com­
pany.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—He
never succeeded in doing that.

MR. BENNETT.—Well if he didn’t
get under your skin he aroused your
ire. You threw out the insinuation,
which had no foundation in fact and
which you very cleverly tried to the
best of your ability to cloak and con­
ceal, that Sir Michael Cashin had an­
other motive in view because he em­
phasized the proper handling of this
cable matter. I know, personally,
that Sir Michael Cashin is not identi- 
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fled in any way with the Anglo Tele­
graph Company and I know that that
concern is of no personal moment, ad­
vantage or interest to him.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
had no intention of making any sug­
gestion that it was.

MR. BENNETT.—I have some
knowledge and some remembrance of
the Prime Minister being one of those
who vetoed the contract made by Sir
Robert Bond's Executive in 1909 with
the Commercial Cable Company. 1
think that the Prime Minister was a
member of the Morris Party that came
into power after the spring election
of 1909 and which party repudiated
the contract made by the Bond ad­
ministration. The contract was made
absolutely without legislative sanc­
tion or legislative endorsation. It was
another case of acting on Executive
responsibility, without the approval or
sanction of the representatives of the
people. However, it is not my pur­
pose to unduly criticise all that hap­
pened at that time.

To-day we have a spectacle in this
House that is extraordinary and un­
precedented and we have an anticipa­
tion of further extraordinary condi­
tions. The Prime Minister thought it
well last night to call this House to­
gether at 10.30 this morning. It was
suggested that he made it 11, which
he did and we are here. It will not
make any difference about time with
the Opposition, we will be here any­
how: but I have to sympathize with
certain hon. members on the other
side because they have to come here
this day of the year and I want to
say to them that I would be contempt­
ible and I would not have any self-
respect if I came here merely to re­
tard and embarrass the Government.
That is not the position I occupy in
this House. Mr. Targett smiles cy­
nically and apparently does not be­
lieve my statement.

MR. TARGETT.—I don’t believe you
mean it.

MR. BENNETT.—I want to assist
the Government in putting through
legislation, even tOrday, but I am not
prepared to stay here and let this
House prorogue. I stated before in
this House on a couple of occasions
earlier in the session that this House
should not prorogue this year. Nor
do I think now that it should. You
may adjourn for over a month or so,
but to say that this House shall pro­
rogue I will oppose it to the bitterest
end and in making that statement I
am asking it advisedly and in the true
intersets of the country. Hon. mem­
bers of this House I know have been
seriously inconvenienced and serious­
ly handicapped and I sympathize with
them, but they must realize that we
on this side are not here for pleasure
or for fun. We are not here because
we want to be here in these dog days.
Most of the gentlemen on both sides
have their businesses to attend to and
their health to look after and I have
yet to learn that this House is a health
resort. Yes, Mr. Chairman, I am pre-

i pared to put through the business of
the House in 24 hours, but I am not
prepared to lock that door and give
the present administration a blank
cheque to go out and play ducks and
drakes with the affairs of this coun­
try like they did last year. I am not
prepared to put the administration of
the affairs of this country in the hands
of two or three men, who, after the
doors of this House are closed, will
probably hie away to some parts
where they will not be in reach of the
people. I am not prepared to close
this House until the Finance Minis­
ter’s Interest Bill is presented here. I
think it is an aspersion on the coun­
try that we have at present the posi­
tion of Finance Minister unfilled, un­
der present circumstances. Half the
trouble in the country to-day is due 
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to the fact that we have nobody in
charge of the finances of the country.
Mr. Browning should retire, if he is
unable to fulfil his duties. The mem­
bers on this side of the House have
said nothing against him all through
the session, rather have we sympathy.
ed with him in his affliction; but I say
it is a deplorable condition of things
when one of the chief Ministers of the
Crown is absent from his office and
when the collection of the revenues of
this country are practically left to ir­
responsible people and people who
are not responsible to the great elect­
orate of the country. Still we are
asked to close this Legislature and
shift the Government of this country
down on Water Street to the Court
House building where probably one
man will take full charge as he did be­
fore, and the probabilities are that he
will not remain in St. John’s very
long. What is going to happen after
this House closes anybody with half
an eye can see. The Minister of Ma­
rine and Fisheries will be going to
Port Union; the Minister of Justice
will be going to London and the Prime
Minister will likely be going to New
York and probably from there to Eng­
land. What a spectacle for a coun­
try. Mark the comparison in Canada
where every office is filled by a emi­
nent man and a man absolutely cap­
able of fulfilling the duties of his of- .
fice. Take the Prime Minister of
Canada, Mr. Meighen. He goes to
London for a brief period on business.
A late English paper to hand quotes
Mr. Meighen for saying; “I am not
going to stay here any longer because
my country heeds me.” ^nd he is
coming back to go to work in his own
country and every one of his Cabinet
Ministers are there on the job too.
But we have the spectacle in htis
country of an absolute abandonment
of almost every departmental head.
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Then Mr. Targett smiles and says,
“You don’t mean that.”

MR. TARGETT.—I do not think you
do.

MR. BENNETT.—The unfortunate
part of it in this country is that we
have not enough of intelligent men
representing the people. If you, Mr.
Targett, had any stake in this coun­
try, you would know what I mean.
You will not believe anything; but you
sit there like a stone statue. The
curse of this country is that there is
not enough independent and intelli­
gent men in the House of Assembly;
and the reason I do not want this
House to prorogue is because there is
no intelligence in the Government. 1
am only in Opposition, but I want to
tell you Mr. Chairman, the people of
this country may thank God that there
was an Opposition of which I am a
member to try and keep this country
from going on the rocks and from
foiling the plans ‘and upsetting the
plots that are in the minds of the
Executive Government to-day. There
is a conspiracy being- planned in the
Executive and of which there are
members in the rank and file of the
Government know nothing about.
There are members of the Executive
Government to-day who know where
we are drifting and who know what
the ultimate end is going to be, and if
we close this House now we will nev­
er come back here again. There is
conspiracy of the deepest character
going on. If it is not in the minds of
the whole Executive, it is in the minds
of some of them.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I happen to be a
member of the Executive. I know
nothing whatever about any con­
spiracy.

MR. BENNETT.—You are not in
the swim.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—I am glad of that.
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MR. BENNETT.—I say, Mr. Chair­
man, It is not necessary that this
House should prorogue. I took the
stand on the opening day that this
House should remain in session to
consider problems that are arising ev­
ery other day. This Legislature shall
not close for some considerable time
yet, despite the fact that the Prime
Minister treats us to a morning ses­
sion and threatens to sit all night and
depsite the fact that he tried to sus­
pend the rules. Does the Prime Min­
ister imagine for one moment that we
are a lot of nincompoops and does he
imagine that he represents everybody
in this House and that there is nobody
else to be considered in this country
only those whom he represents? Does
he mean to tell me that any man sit­
ting on this side has not got as much
responsibility here as he has? Does he
mean to tell us that we do not repre­
sent the people here as well as he
does? Does he mean that in the time
of any great crisis in the country that
we shoud remain silent? We warned
the Government and we put every
possible phase of the country before
the Government. Still Mr. Targett
gets up and says we do not mean it.
It is_absolute childishness for any man
to lull himself to sleep in a state of

.false security and think that every­
thing is well and right. It is no use
calling out peace when ther is no
peace. There is no peace in New­
foundland now and there Will be none
next fall. I met two working men on
Water Street yesterday morning and
they asked me what we were doing in
the House of Assembly. I said we
cannot do any more than we are do­
ing, except to try and bring home to
the Government their responsibilities
and to try and stop them in their mad
course of extravagance. One of them
said well what is going to happen? I
said that I did not know. He said
there will be a ‘revolution in New­

foundland shortly. I said that can­
not occur. He said we are getting
hungry and where are we and our
families going to be in the months of
January, February and March next.
He added that the only thing that
could stop a revolution was that the
stores were well filled on Water
Street. Now that man was not an
extremist, but merely a thinking man
with good foresight. I quite appre­
ciate the action of the Government in
providing employment for those who
were out of work, as I do not think
there was any other course left open
to them, because of the various depu­
tations that we had at the Bar of this
House looking for work and for sup­
plies for the fishery. Consequently,
the Government had to provide relief
works of some kind. However, I say
it is a deplorable state of affairs when
the Government had to come down in
the month of August and start relief
works for thousands of men all over
the country. Instead of looking into
the future and realising where they
are drifting, the Government are re­
maining in the state of false security
that they lulled themselves. Does
anybody in this House, I mean on the
Government side, appreciate the posi­
tion that this thing cannot go on. Ev­
ery intelligent man must remember
that between now and the first of
June next we will have nine or ten
months practically of winter. Apart
from the men who are engaged on re­
lief ■works there will have to be -look­
ed after the families of the fisher­
men, who made a medium voyage and
who will only get a small price for
their catch, in addition to those who
got only a small voyage. I do nor
blame the Government entirely for the
low price for fish, because I do not
think that they are entirely respon­
sible. But let us take the situation as
we find it. What has the Government
done or this House done to make pro­
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vision to meet that emergency next
winter when it arises? Why the House
has not yet considered the matter nor
has the Government and still we are
supposed to be the representatives of
the people who pay the taxes in this
country. We are supposed to be the
custodians of the peoples’ interests
and the people’s money. Yet we are
told that the House is to be closed
and that the people are to be left to
look after themselves. I tell you Mr.
Targett that there is a gloomy situa­
tion looming on the horizon and it will
be poor comfort for the people in the
northern districts to come to Mr.
Coaker next winter. All he will say
is that last year he tried-to do some­
thing for them and he was severely
criticized for it. He will say that he
unlawfully took a half million dollars
from the Treasury to buy their fish,
but that he cannot help them any
more as his own business enterprises
are in danger now. It will be poor
comfort for the people in general to
find the Attorney General and Prime
Minister in London and no Minister
in the Finance Department. It will be
poor comfort to the whole Govern-
the Minister of Public Works, for
work on the roads when he will say
there is no money left. It will be
por comfort to the whole Govern­
ment when they find that their credit
is gone and that the Banks have clos­
ed down on them; but it would be
some source of omfort to the people
if the House was open so that the
people’s birthright could be prevent­
ed from being bartered away. That is
why I say that, if the Government are
honest with the people who sent them
here, even at this eleventh hour, and
if they would redeem the broken
pledges of 1919, they come back and
realize that the country belongs to
the people of Newfoundland. The
Government of the people are the Gov­
ernment of the people as long as the 

people are satisfied; but when the
people are not satisfied the Govern­
ment are no longer the representa­
tives of the people.

Thht is the reason that I for one re­
sent the latest attempt of the Prime
Minister to force the Opposition to a
conclusion of our criticisms of the
Government.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
There is no attempt to force, Mr. Ben­
nett.

MR. BENNETT.—We will get ahead
with the business of the session when
you have given us a certain assur­
ance. This House should not close be­
cause conditions at present are too
serious. I have the greatest venera­
tion for the land that gave me birth
and I have children who were born in
this country whom I want to Ivie
here and that is why I make this as­
sertion to-day. Is there no modus
vivendi in which we can get together
and discuss the serious problems con­
fronting us in a proper manner? Is
the flippant decision of one man to be
regarded as final? Is Newfoundland to
be made the tool for the self-advance­
ment of politicians to the downfall of
the people? What are conditions as
regards our commercial life to-day?
Ask Water Street and I venture to
say the answer will be sufficiently
startling to cause even the Govern­
ment to wake up to a sense of their
responsibilities. What is the condi­
tion as regards the Country’s finan­
ces? Last year we had to take five
millions of the people’s money to tide
us over and this year perhaps ten
millions will be needed but in face
of all that we had the Minister of
Education telling us yesterday how
many supervisors they had in British
Columbia, Nova Scotia and other
places in Canada but he forgot to tell
us that the earning power of these
people is twice as great as ours and
still we are trying to keep pace with 
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them and are asked to put ourselves
on the same par as regards expendi­
ture on Education. It is an unfortun­
ate position that we should be here
this day of the year discussing these
questions. It is without precedent
that the followers of the Government
have been so long docile and appar­
ently perfectly satisfied with those
who are directing their destinies and
those of the people whom they repre­
sent in this House. It is, indeed, a
splendid demonstration of loyalty
and a tribute to those who lead you.
No man is any good who does not ap­
preciate his fellow-man, but it is de­
plorable that people should permit
their minds to be so warped by the
saying and doings of others as seems
to be the case where you gentlemen
are concerned. Fakirs there may be,
indeed you will find them on every
street corner, but there is an inborn
instinct in all of us that should be
listened to and that instinct is con­
science. There is a time in the life of
every man when he should assert
himself and there is a time when ev­
ery men in this House should assert
himself if he wishes to do his duty.
Mr. Archibald has asserted himself
and he will never have cause to regret
it. Mr. Coaker asserted himself when
as a telegrapher and little more than
a boy, he saw the need for reform
amongst the fishermen and he had the
peculiar good fortune to find the soil
ready for the seed. He sowed the
seed and in reaping the harvest he
brought forth one of the most power­
ful organizations’that this country has
ever known. Thousands said he was
a crazy man but he saw his vision
and he went forward and attained its
realization and if the principles un­
derlying that had been bad he never
could have succeeded. When that or­
ganization was in its infancy I sat on
the other side of the House and I saw
that the principle was right. As re­

gards its political influence, that is
another matter. No such organiza­
tion should ever hold the balance of
power in this House and so upset the
equilibrium of affairs in the country.
Now, Mr. Chairman, we have arrived
at a stage in this session when some
undertaking should be arrived at.
Some have come to the conclusion that
all this side of the House wants to do
is to embarass the Government and
hinder legislation but that in the first
place would be a very unpopular at­
titude for the Opposition to assume, it
would, moreover be wrong and dis­
loyal. I want to serve my country as
faithfully as lies in my power but I
am not prepared to hand out blank
cheques to an irresponsible Govern­
ment or lose the autonomy of New­
foundland. and I am prepared to put
every vote through in twenty-four
ho(irs provided this House does not
prorogue. I am consistent in that and
I am actuated by nothing but honesty
of purpose. I do not care who has
the Government but I do want to see
the different offices properly filled. I
do not want to see one man filling
four or five offices while another, like
Dr. Barnes, for example, is placed in
charge of a Department that has noth­
ing to direct and at the same time a
department like the Finance and Cus­
toms left absolutely without a head.
Pass your votes by all means, it is only
childish to keep them back but leave
the House in operation. I say this as
a Newfoundlander who wants to have
a safety valve. The Ministers of the
Crown have not the decency to stay
in their seats after bringing us here
this morning but you will have to stay
here or we will keep you here all night
and all day to-morrow if necessary.
The dignity of the House is becoming
prostituted and nothing but indigni­
ties are showered upon the heads of
the men on this side. The Prime Min­
ister brings us here and then he 
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hasn’t the decency to stay here him­
self. Give us an understanding that the
House will not prorogue and you can
be out of here by Saturday, otherwise,

■. you will not get out of it before
Christmas. Arrogant, ignorant, time­
serving politicians that they are, they
do not care if the whole thing goes up
in smoke to-morrow. What interest
has Anderson Squires got in this
country?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.-.
Would the hon. gentleman indicate the
period of time over which he would
consider it proper for the House to
adjourn.

MR. BENNETT. — Adjournment
could be taken over a sufficient time
to permit hon. members to get home
and pick up the threads of their busi­
ness. It is perfectly obvious that we
are going to be up • against serious
conditions and it is not sufficient to
leave the decision of what is then to
be done in the hands of three or four
men. Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not
think that this morning session is go­
ing to have any good results. It is
not to embarass the Government that
we nave so persistently held out
against the House closing before this.
We have asked for information and
that information has been withheld
from us.

MR. PENNEY.—Mr. Chairman, as
the sitting member for Carbonear and
not in my capacity as Speaker of the
House, I wish to call your attention
to the direct charge made by the hon.
member for St. John’s West, Mr. Ben­
nett in that he said that the Execu­
tive Government are plotting a con­
spiracy which will lock the doors of
this House so that they will never
open again.

MR. BENNETT.—I made no such
charge.

MR. PENNEY.—You did unless my
ears deceived me.

MR. BENNETT.—In that case your
ears must have deceived you.

MR. PENNEY.—My position is that
if the hon. member is prepared to
substantiate that charge before a
Select Committee, I am prepared to
take such action as perhaps will place
a different complexion on things in
this Assembly, than we have now. 1
do not take exception to the charge
a£ the Spepaker of the House but 1
would not be doing my duty as the
representative of Carbonear, if I al­
lowed such a charge to go unchalleng­
ed, while I was returned with the
party now in power and am respon­
sible to the electors for the actions
of the Government. If he is prepared
to make that charge then I move that
a Select Committee be appointed to
investigate it and give the hon. gen­
tleman a chance of proving his charge.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Chairman,
through you I want to tell the Speak­
er. or rather the hon. member for
Carbonear, that in criticising the ac­
tions of the Government, I have a per­
fect right and license to make any
statements J please on the floors of
this Assembly He accuses me ot
making a charge which I did not
make, that there was a conspiracy
afoot. What I said was this: “We
have witnessed the spectacle of the
Prime Minister six weeks ago trying
to close this House on Suspended
Rules, an unprecedented spectacle
and for that reason I have to say that
there is no other conclusion for me
to come to than that there is a con­
spiracy which is known to only a few
of the Executive Government. Mr.
Halfyard took exception to the state­
ment and I told him he was not one
of them, and in my own justification I
say this that if this House closes now
with the country in the present condi­
tion, that you will never open it
again.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I 
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was not in the House when the hen.
member for St. John's West, Mr. Ben-

/ nett, made the remarks to which Mr.
Penney called attention, as I was mak­
ing arrangements with His Excellency
the Governor to assent to some neces­
sary bills to-morrow at three fifteen.
Lie. has kindly consented to do so.
Witn respect to those remarks of Mr.
Bennett I feel sure that he did not
wish to make an imputation of impro-
p<r conduct against the Executive
Government, or to make the shadow of
a suggestion that the Government in­
tended selling Newfoundland to eith­
er the Imperial Government or anyone
else. I can assure my hon. friend
that if he had full knowledge of the
industry with which the Government
has been grappling with the problems
facing us in the past few months it
would dispel all such doubts he might
have. I don’t think he believes that.

I also wish to congratulate Mr. Ben­
nett upon that portion of his speech
which I had the pleasure of hearing.
I feel that it made the morning ses­
sion well worth while. If there is one
principle more than another which
ought to appeal to every Newfound­
lander it is the welfare of the child­
ren who are to be the future men and
women of the country. With respect
to ihe suggestion that the morning
session was an attempt to force
things through, there has never been
an occasion on which any member has
suggested adjournment for an extra
day or even more, that the Govern­
ment has not agreed to it Last even­
ing a debate developed on the Postal
Telegraph vote, and instead of con­
tinuing on a few hours longer, I sug­
gested that we meet at ten thirty.
Some hon. member opposite suggested
eleven and I concurred immediately.
It is the desire of the Government that
every detail of the Estimates should
be fully debated, but that the business
of the House be proceeded with as 

speedily as possibe. With Mr. Ben­
nett I agree that there was nothing in
the correspondence tabled by Mr.
Halyard which was necessary to hide,
and there was no such attempt made.
The fact that it was open and above
board is clear from the fact that it
was placed in the hands of Sir Mich­
ael Cashin. The only knotty point in
the contract with the Anglo is that
they want a twenty-five year con­
tract and we don’t want to give it. 1
held out from the start that any wire­
less project which the Imperial Gov­
ernment might undertake would be
permissible in the contract. These arc
the only two contentious points in the
matter.

MR. BENNETT.—You ought to put
it up to the Anglo Co. that if the Gov­
ernment decides to enter into a con­
tract with another company, that they
should have first chance of tendering
for it, but that after that they should
not stand in the way of another Com­
pany coming here on this work.

The Chairman left the Chair of
Committee at 1.30 a.m.

The Chairman resumed the Chair of
Committee at 3 p.m.

At half past three of the clock the
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod ap­
peared at the Bar of the House with, a
message from His Excellency the Gov­
ernor, commanding the attendance of
the House in the Council Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the
House attended His Excellency the
Governor in the Council Chamber.

And Mr. Speaker and the House be­
ing at the Bar of the Council Chamber,
His Excellency the Governor was
pleased to assent to the following
Bills:—

"An Act respecting the Extension of
the Railway System of the Colony.”

“An Act to amend the Act 11 Geo.
V, Cap. 40, entitled ‘An Act Respect­
ing the Maintenance of Certain Pub­
lic Roads’.”
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“An Act respecting the Exportation
of Timber.”

“An Act for the Ratification of the
Contract with Pulp & Paper Corpora­
tion of America.”

“An Act for the Quieting of Titles.”
“An Act to amend and consolidate

the laws in Relation to the Municipal
Affairs of the Town of St. John's.”

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress, and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee on Supply have leave
to sit again on to-morrow.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend the Election Act.
1913.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Targett took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
MR. MACDONNELL.-^Mr. Chair­

man, when this was introduced and
on the occasion of its second reading
I took the stand that we members of
this Assembly would be straining our
powers as legislators if we pass this
amendment to the Election Act 1913
for the reason that it will affect the
constitution of Newfoundland and
change the electorate. I have not
discussed the bill and have not given
my opinion as to whether the vote for
women is right or wrong, but it is a
measure to which we must give earn­
est consideration and the best that is
in us. My point is, that the people
are the only ones who can change it
and I submit we should put it to a
plebiscite. A few days ago we sent
the Prohibition Bill to a Select Com­
mittee to decide as to submitting it to
a plebiscite and you cannot do better 

than do the same with this. Send it
to a committee who will enquire into
all the circumstances and the right
and wrongs of the case and then
come and report to the House. Hav­
ing got that we can have all the de­
bate we like on the report. We should
tread slowly in matters of such im­
portance and I move that it be refer­
red to a Select Committee.

MR. SAMSON.-—-I am in accord with
that and beg to second the motion.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and recom­
mended that the Bill be referred to a
Select Committee.

On motion this report was received.
On the motion for the adoption of

the report the House divided when
there appeared for the motion: Sir M.
P. Cashin, Mr. Vihnicombe, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Sinnott, Mr. MacDonnell, Mr. Sam­
son, Hon. Mr. Warren, Hon. Mr.
Barnes, Hon. Mr. Foote, Mr. Lewis,
(11).

And against it:—Hon. Prime Minis­
ter, Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs,
Minister of Public Works, Mr. Abbott,
Mr. Targett, Mr. Jones, Sir J. C.
Crosbie (8), so it passed in the affirm­
ative and was ordered acordingly.

Mr. Speaker appointed the Select
Committee as follows:—Mr. Jennings,
Hon. Mr. Halfyard, Mr. Samson, Mr.
MacDonnell, Mr. Sullivan.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly. —

WEDNESDAY, August 3.
The House met at three of the clock 
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in the afternon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

At a quarter past three of the clock
there being no quorum present, Mr.
Speaker adjourned the House until
to-morrow afternon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

THURSDAY, August 4.
The House met at three of the

clock in the afternoon, pursuant to ad-
journment.

At a quarter past three of the
clock there being no quorum present,
Mr. Speaker adjourned ti.e House un­
til to-morrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, August 5th.
The House met at three cf the clock

hi the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave notice of
question.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, to
table a draft of Contract made be­
tween Hon. Dr. Robinson on behalf
of Newfoundland Government and C.
P.R. during his visit to Canada m
1919. I

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Mines, to lay on the table of the
House a statement of the expenditures
of the Department of Agriculture and
Mines under the various heads tor the
fiscal year ending on the 30th of June
last showing (a) all payments to
parties by way of salaries or wages
employed in connection with the said
Department, all payments lor the pur­
chase of live stock, all payments for
the purchase of seed, all payments for
the purchase of machinery and all ex­

penditures for any other purpose,
rtaling briefly the various heads of
expenditure.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Justice to lay on the
Table of the House a statement show­
ing the total expenditure authorized
by his Department to members of the
legal profession for business on be­
half of the Government, giving the
names of the parties receiving these
amounts and the sum paid or to be
paid to each.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to
lay on the table of the House a state­
ment showing the amount of the de­
ficit on the operation of the Postal
Telegraphs Department for the past
three fiscal years, showing (a) the
amount lost on business within the
Colony and also on business outside
the Colony.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Minister of Education to lay on the
table of the House a copy of the
agreement made with the various
parties sent away last year to be
trained as educational supervisors, or
the letters or other documents of in­
structions given to them, and also a
copy of the letter sent to them or to
be sent to them notifying them of the
termination of their engagement.

Pursuant to Order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Spepaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
SIR M. P. .CASHIN.—Mr. Chairman,

may I ask is it the intention of the
Government to close this House with­
in a short period? If so, I would sug­
gest to the Committee the advisability
of adjourning for a month or six
weeks and not close or prorogue, un­
der the existing conditions in the
country to-day. Conditions in this
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Colony to-day are such that we, the
representatives of the people of New­
foundland, should take every pre­
caution for the future, and, to use an
old expression, "we should be in the
watch tower” to watch the way mat­
ters would develop. Last year after
this House prorogued certain matters
that should have come before this
House were decided upon by the Ex­
ecutive Government and which caus­
ed considerable criticisms since the
House opened this year. This after­
noon, on behalf of the Opposition, I
would suggest that the House adjourn
for six weeks or so and if anything
should arise in the meantime we will
be in a position to come here and deal
with it, if anything does not, so much
the better for the Government and the
country. It will inquire very little
energy to meet here from time to time
within the next six months. Condi­
tions call fol- it. Take the matters in
Supply and Ways and Means before
this Molise at present. It is a hope­
less task to try and get the money
that is expected. Then again the
marketing of our codfish within the
next four months is going to be a very
serious matter for this country. I
think the suggestion I am throwing
out this afternoon would be the wise
and proper course to adopt and there
is no reason why it should not be
adopted. Everything around us to-day
is brimful of trouble. The fishery is
very bad in some places and in places
where it is supposed to be good there
is not sufficient to make an average
voyage on account of the anticipated
low price for fish this coming fall.
Our purchasing power is away below
our cost of living. I await the decis­
ion of the Government regarding our
suggestion. If the suggestion of the
Opposition is not accepted we will
Have lb go on iii the same old rut and
kfe'cp the House open.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

Mr. Chairman, the intention of the
Government was not to have the
House open during the Autumn seas­
on, because it would be exceedingly
difficult for various members in the
Government to be here—members who
represent outport constituencies and
members who have already made ma­
terial sacrifices to be here in session
within the past month or so; but if a
crisis should occur they will be able
the duty of the Government to have
in the Autumn. It was the intention
of the administration to open the leg­
islature about the second week in
January next, as by that time all the
accounts up to December 31st would
be available and every member would
be able to see where the country was
financially and all of us would know
the situation in connection with the
fishery. I thought this plan would be
best for the country and there would
be no advantage that I can see to be
derived from having an Autumn ses­
sion of the Legislature. The desir­
ability of having the House in ses­
sion again at an early date appeals to
me as well as it does to the Opposi­
tion, but in my opinion it. would be
found impracticable, in fact almost
utterly impossible, to put back the
session from January and I do not
think that the best interests of New­
foundland would be conserved there­
by.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—Mr. Chairman,
1 cannot say that I can see eye to eye
■with the Prime Minister in this mat­
ter. He has overlooked the most
serious thing that can happen within
that period, namely, the marketing of
our fish, and the whole thing will bo
over before the first of January next.
The great crisis will be upon us in
October or November when if we have
on hand a million and a half quintals
of fish and find that we cannot sell
that fish to the merchants on Water
Street and we have no customers to 
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come in from outside to buy that fish,
where is Newfoundland? It is no use
talking about opening in January as
far as the fishermen of this Colony
are concerned. They come here in
October and November prepared to
market their fish to the merchants. If
they find that the merchants are not
in a position to buy because the Banks
refuse to advance money to the mer­
chants, are not we going to face one
of the worst crisis in the history ot
Newfoundland. We are now advanc­
ing in the month of August and a
great deal of our fish is in salt bulk
and Water Street merchants are only
prepared to buy at four dollars a
quintal.

It is no use closing up our shutters
now and return in January but I
think you ought to look ahead and
realise what is coming. Some strong
hand is required to handle the situa­
tion during the next few months
judging from present circumstances.
You may be called upon to buy a half
million quintals of fish and is it not
the duty of the Government ta have
that debated here. There is consider­
able fish still in the hands of the
fishermen from last year. The new
fish coming in is only fetching four
dollars and is it not our duty to take
every precaution to guard the inter­
est of the country. I think every
member of the House is prepared to
come back here in October and why
not prorogue until then if it should
be necessary to re-open then. With
regard to the three thousand emplpoy-
ed on the Badger work the number is
increasing daily and on the back, of
that we have new fish only getting
four dollars per quintal and it is up
to the Government to get busy. The
Government ought to recognize the
position it is in. The Minister of Jus­
tice knows the state of Fortune Bay
and we all know the condition of Pla­
centia and Ferryland districts. Grand

Falls is closed down and so also is
Bell Island and nothing else is left to
happen. I think the proposition made
to the Government by the Opposition
is one of sound business. If things
look better in October then do not
open until a justifiable date.

MR. HIGGINS—I desire to concur
in the formal presentation made to the
House by the leader of the Opposition
I think it is manifest that it is not an
unusual thing for the Opposition to be
called upon to make this proposal to
he government and the desirability

of adjourning for a copule ot
months is obvious and if conditions at
that time require no legislative con­
sideration the formal prorogation ot
the session can take place.

This proposition being now for the
first time presented to the Prime Min­
ister he may take it coldly, but I
tnink he will see the logic of it, We
shall not have to come back until the
occasion arises and then I think we
are all prepared to make a little sacri­
fice. I am sure during the Fall if ne­
cessary every member of the House
will be able to set aside a few days to
come to the city to attend to the mat­
ter then requiring consideration. I do
not want to disturbs the fine way in
which the Leader of the Opposition
presented the case. It represents the
deliberate thought of the Opposition
and it is manifest that this side of the
House does not wish to protract the
Session any longer than necessary.
This proposition ought not be met
with the retort that this is a reflection
on the government. The Prime Min
ister will see that it is hardly fair to
the Opposition and the private mem­
bers of this House to have the call
ing of this Assembly together remain
in the hand of the Governor-in-Coun-
cil. If conditions should necessitate
rhe opening of the House I think the
idea of the opening ought not to re­
main in the power of the Governor-ln-
Council. I think we ought to deal
with the question in the honest way
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In which it hag been presented. There
is nothing novel in this. It does not
come as some thing suggested for the
ilrst time in this House. Adjournments
for three and four weeks were period­
ical some years ago when conditions
warranted that. From a view point ot
principle the same conditions prevail
to-day. I think the suggestion will
expediate the business of the House If
accepted. If a black cheque is to be
given the Governor-ln-Council I will
not support it.

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—I may be able to say
something about this matter of the
disposal of fish. I do not agree with
the remarks of the Leader of the Op­
position all together. I do think that
the Conditions appertaining are seri­
ous. I think they will not be similar
to last year. How an adjournment un­
til some months from now will meet
the situation I am at a loss to see, but
I think if a committee is left to deal
with the matter say two from the-
Government, two from the Opposition,
and one from the trade, then the best
solution will be effected. Then the
matter will be handled in a business­
like way, but if it is dealt with by the
whole House it will be handled along
political lines. I do not think we are-
going to have as low a price for fish
as suggested, but I do say it will be
low. To-ady five dollars is being giv­
en for Labrador and six dollars for
Shore, but what the price will be in
November we cannot say. We can
easily dispose of a half million quin­
tals of fish at the present price. When
I was in Europe last year I could have
entered into an arrangement at a high
price for the disposal of seven hun­
dred thousand quintals of fish. If my
suggestion of appointing that commit­
tee is accepted that fish can be dis
posed without the country suffering
much. I do not think the catch will
exceed one million and a half. There
will not be any difficulty of disposing
of this fish in Europe. I am glad to 

say' that I see light through a trans­
action disposing of all the labrador
fish in the city now. But with regard
io the suggestion of the Opposition I
do not agree with it and when I ad­
dressed the House upon my return
from Europe I made an appeal for co­
operation.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—Since you
returned from Europe the country
cannot be redeemed. There has been
a dropping market ever since.

The HON. MIN. OF MARINE—I as
Minister of Marine and Fisheries if
lhe same conditions present them
selves this Fall as last I will not do
what I did last year.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN—If we had
been with you we would not have let
you,

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE—Per­
haps so. I think if anything important
crops up then if it demands it the
House can open. I pledge myself to
that, If you accept my suggestion
from a commercial point of view I
think the matter will work better. I
would also like to say that if I had
known the Session would be as long
as this I would have resigned from
public life and spend my time at Port
Union.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am in full
accord with the leader of the Opposi­
tion that we adjourn until October or
such time that it is necessary to open
the House again. The remarks of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries con
vinces me that we should adjourn. As
to the shipping of fish the Minister
and myself have been shipping it out
for the past five years very profitably
but recently it has been reversed.
Since a group of bright gentlemen
here appointed Hawes their agent fn‘
Italy it has been impossible to do bus­
iness. The Italian Fish merchant will
fight any one who will dare interfere
with his business. The same applies
to Greece and Snain. Never tn the
b-’story of Newfoundland have we seen
such conditions exist in Portugal as 
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we have during the last year or so. I
know of fish being caught in April,
loaded in June and arrive there in
July and the best offer obtainable was
fifty shillings and not cash against
documents but payment by note. I
know a man who was offered a note
for $30,000 for his cargo. If that is
not very serious I do not what serl
ousness can occur to the fish business
of this country. There is another mat
ter which speaks for the adjournment
of this House and that is the Banks.
So far as supplies are concerned the
merchant is all right, but when he
comes, to buying the fish later on he
will find the blockade. At the present
time there are twenty five thousand
quintals of fish in Italy unsold ship­
ped between January and April, and
now you will ship as you say another
ten thousand so that simply means an­
other bad shot for the Labrador fish.
Even then you will not have an out­
right sale. As for the regulations you
admitted they were bad and that
proves you did not believe in them.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—Is not that
so?

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—I did.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am sorry
to hear that. Why did you then lift
the regulations?

THE HON. MIN. OF MARINE &
FISHERIES—There was no other
remedy.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—If all those
gentlemen on the other side backed
the Railway resolutions why did they
not back up in the fishery regulations?
As to your suggestion for the appoint­
ment of a committee I do not agree.
This is the right place for anything of
a serious nature to be discussed and
decided upon. I am not troubled about
anybody coming to the Bar of this
House. In your suggestion you say
and the fifth .be appointed from the
trade. Why he would be the king of
the four and would have the casting
vote.

THE HON. THE MIN. OF MARINE]
—I suggested him because we would
know how the trade was thinking.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—I am not go­
ing to take off my hat to the trade.
This is the people’s house and this is
the right place for this matter. Then
there is the unemployment question.
Taking Deer Lake road, Bonne Bay
and Badger roads some four thousand
men are employed at three dollars
per day is $270,000 per month. You
will want to meet here again to de­
vise Ways and Means for this. As Mr.
Higgins said it is in the interests of
the country to close the House and
come back when the times demand it.
Again we do not know although we
have asked time after time where you
are. going to get the money to run the
country. That is another reason why
we should come back here in October.
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries
says he will pledge himself to the op­
ening of the House then if it is essen­
tial, but we ought to know now if we
are going to open or not.

MR. BENNETT—Suppose we leave
the total of the Postal and Telegraphs
stand over and just pass the details.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—It is just
as well to pass the total and on Mon­
day go into Ways and Means.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—The new
appointment in the Postals is Mr. Par­
sons. Four carriers were moved up.

MR VINICOMBE—There is a clerk
here at 450; may I ask if that is a
young or old man.

HON. MIN. OF PROFITS—That is
Miss Dunn.

MR. MacDONNELL—I want to ask
the Hon. Minister of Posts a few
questions before we go any further. If
there is an amount for telephone ex­
tension I want to get a share of it
We have the poles cut in a few placet.
and all we want is the wire. It is
only a distance of 8 or 10 miles to link
up places like Codroy to Cape Ray and
Cape Ray to Fischell’s and I would
like to get it. I made some sugges-
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tions early In the session as to the
Superintendent of Mail Clerks, and I
now ask himself to go out occasional'
ally without it being heralded abroad
and have a look over the line. He
should not stay in St. John’s. We
were told of his great geographical
knowledge and it is a pity to let it
rust. Sometimes things go wrong and
he should be out travelling. Do you
know, Sir, if the lady in charge of the
two telephone systems at Abraham’s
Cove, which is really an exchange, Is
being paid for it.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—I will en­
quire.

MR MacDONNELL—She is doing
the work for nothing and it is not fair.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Is this a new
appointment at Bell Island Mines?
I do not see the need of such when
things are on the down grade, and
there are not so many people there.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—I will find
cut who is there.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—The ap­
pointment was made long ago. but
was formerly paid out of contingencies

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—About that
1150 for the Postmaster at Bay Rob­
erts—why is he so much over every­
one else.

HON. PRIME MINISTER—It is the
same arrangement as last year and
when you and I were in the same gov­
ernment.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—Motor express
service $1,000—what does that mean?

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—That means
the mail truck—it is for maintenance.

SIR M. P. CASHIN—How about this
$10,000 off the steamer on the Placen­
tia-Port aux Basques-Sydney route.

HON. MIN. OF MARINE—We are
going back to where we were before
as we consider wages, coal etc., will
be cheaper.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE—What has the
Superintendent of Telegraphs done to
be jumped up $300 or $400.

HON. MIN. OF POSTS—Last year
he did not participate in the increase, 

but he was recommended by the Com­
mission on Salaries.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
Mr. Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had made
some progress and asked leave to sit
again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

Mr. Vinicombe gave notice of ques­
tion.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council, that they had
passed the Bills sent up entitled re­
spectively ‘‘An Act to Provide for the
Temporary Operation of the Newfound
land Railway”, and "An Act for the
Confirmation of an Agreement be­
tween the Government and the Do
minion Iron and Steel Company and
the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Com­
pany, Limited,” without amendment.

The remaining Orders of the Day
were deferred.

It was moved and ascended when
the House rises it adjourn until Mon­
day afternoon next at three of the
clock.

The House adjourned accordingly.

MONDAY. August 8.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afteTnon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair at 3.40
p.m.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair at
5.10 p.m.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister if the Government has
yet taken any action with regard to
the statements made by an American
tourist named Willard Howard, in the
“Christian World’ of New York re­
specting conditions on the South
Coast of this Island, and notably in
the district of Burgeo and LaPoile,
and if the hon. member for that Dis­
trict has furnished the Government 
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with any evidence which wuold go to
prove that these statements were un­
warranted or exaggerated and if so to
lay the same on the table of the
House.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Cus­
toms, if a Sub Collector has been ap­
pointed at Avondale at a salary of
$500 and five per cent, on duties, and
what is the reason for making such
an appointment, if the party given this
position is little better than illiterate,
is unable to make out the necessary
papers and documents and has to get
other people to check over the en­
tries, prepare his returns and gener­
ally conduct the business, and if so
what is the sense of appointing a man
notoriously unfit for the position, and
why it is necessary to have such an
appointment made at all in view of
the prevailing depression and the re­
duction in imports which prevails and
is likely to continue for some time.

SIR M: P. CASHIN asked Hon. the
Prime Minister, in the absence of
Hon. the Minister of Finance and
Customs, if the Government has is­
sued instructions that parties who
owe for outstanding Customs Bonds
are to be prosecuted and if similar
measures are to be taken against
those who have not paid their Income
and Profit Taxes, and if so to lay on
the table of the House copy of the
Minute-of-Council or any instructions
issued by the Government, and also
copies of the circulars that have been
sent out.

SIR M. P. CASHIN asked Hon. thq
Prime Minister if certain information
for which Messrs. Jones and Samson
asked early in this session with re­
gard to certain wrecks near Cape
Race has yet been secured, and if it is
the intention to lay the same on the
table of the House.

MR. VINNICOMBE asked Hon. the

Prime Minister to lay on the table of
the House all correspondence between
the Government and St. Georges’ Coal
Co. re coal boring at St. George’s
Coal Fields; and re disposal of that
property to the Government or any
other party or parties.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain Resolutions and asked leave to
sit again.

On motion this Report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.-
Mr. Speaker, when you left the Chair
an hour ago the informal Committee
consisting of Sir John Crosbie, Mr.
Bennett and Mr. Higgins, represent­
ing the Opposition; and Mr. Coaker,
Mr. Foote and myself, on behalf of the
Government, met and discussed the
most expeditious policy of clearing up
the Order Paper and considered the
question of an adjournment until the
Fall, as suggested by the Opposition a
few days ago. An understanding was
arrived at by the Committee under
which the remaining Estimates, Ways
and Means, and any business on the
Order Paper could be disposed of by
to-morrow night, His Excellency the
Governor assenting to the outstand­
ing bills to-morrow when an adjourn­
ment could be taken until Monday, De­
cember 12th, when the House will
meet to discuss any matters of finan­
cial importance that may arise in the
meantime.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, I
have been asked by Sir Michael Cash­
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in. on behalf of the Opposition, to
concur in the statement made by the
Hon. the Prime Minister. The Com­
mittee appointed by this House met
and considered the question of an ad­
journment and after some discussion
it was decided that the House should
adjourn until December 12th next. In
the meantime the Opposition wish to
make it clear that they have no desire
to prolong the present session in re­
gard to the business to come before
the House.

SIR J. C. CR0S13IE.—I would like
to draw attention to the serious situ­
ation of a number of men here who
have served their time as mechanical
engineers. They are a sober, indus­
trious body of men and to-day they
stand with their families practically
without anything to eat. During the
war time they could save nothing and
in appealing to the Hon. Prime Min­
ister I hope be will realize that some­
thing ought to be done and that he
will do it. They are getting in de­
spair, not so much for themselves as
for their children. This is not a case
of coming to the Bar of this House
but of being forced to ask if some­
thing can be done for them. These 13
or 14 respectable citizens ought to be
looked after. The only talk here is of
the fishermen and labourers but these
others should be attended to. I would
like to see something done to enable
them to provide for the winter and be
able to send their little ones to school.

MR. BENNETT.—I wish to empha­
size the remarks of Sir John Crosbie.
It is very sad to see men of such cap­
abilities as the marine engineers suf­
fer from lack of employment. It Is
hard to put your finger on the cause
but I think there ought to be some
way of putting the shipping which is
now idle, to work, profitably or at
least to pay their way and give these
men work. And not only the en­
gineers but the sailors. As a class 

our marine engineers are second to
none; they are sober and competent
and ready to take their chances in
summer or winter. They have large
families and are looking to the winter
as idle months with anxiety, as their
case will be serious when that time
arrives. I appeal especially to the
Minister of Shipping to employ the
steamers in the coal trade which
would be doing something to justify
bls office. I cannot endorse this too-
strongly as I know these men deserxe
the best consideration of the Govern­
ment and of the House.

SIR M. P. CASHIN.—-I rise to en­
dorse what Sir John Crosbie and Mr.
Bennett have said. There is shipping
tied up in port and I know it is no
easy task to figure on the remedy but
I understand you will soon be send­
ing a coastal steamer to St. Pierre for
salt purchased by the Government.
But this is not remedying the situa­
tion as ships here are idle and it will
not do to take off a coastal boat. Why
not send one of the others which
would be employing both sailors and
engineers. The coastal boats are
needed now North and West and I
ask the Minister of Shipping to take
this into consideration as every little
bit helps. These men must now be
feeling the pinch. There are 30 or 40
three-masters idle, representing three
or four millions and I know it is hard
for the Government to meet the situ­
ation but something must be done to
support these men. They cannot be-
sent to work on the roads. They are
up against it and every chance should
be availed of to help them and I sug­
gest that the Minister of Shipping
charter other boats than the coastal,
such as the four sealers lying up at
Bowring’s or at Job's.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The situation as put to the House by
Sir John Crosbie and supported by
Mr. Bennett and Sir M. P. Cashin, is
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MR. MACDONNELL.—I would like
to get particulars as to the number
of men employed on the Deer Lake
road to Bonne Bay. I ask that ques- .
tion because when the matter was
brought up the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries gave us an assurance that
the only men engaged on that road
would be from the districts of St.
Barbe and St. George’s. T know men
were engaged belonging to Burgeo
and Fortune but I do not object to
that. I do object to the employment
of men situate east of the Gaff Top­
sails. I would like to know if it is
possible to get this information.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.- !
do not think it possible to get the in­
formation accurately. I do not think
tm accurate record was kept of the
number of men from any one district
except in so far as Major Butler may
have such record. So far as I know
there is no account per district. I
will be very glad though to find out.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.—
When the work started at Badger I
commenced to keep a correct record
but it got beyond me. Unfortunately
the pressure for employment made it
so that we could not control the num­
ber from any particular district. If
the hon. member will come to my of­
fice for an interview I shall be only
too pleased to discuss the matter with
him.

MR. MACDONNELL.—I raised no
objection to the building of the road
as I thought it the best way to spend
the public money and I had confidence
in that thought as I believe the tour­
ist traffic over it when built will war­
rant it. Then we got the assurance
from the Minister of Marine and Fish­
eries the same principle being involv­
ed as when he gave the assurance to
hon. members for St. John's East
when both of them were discussing the
cutting of railway ties. I have not
asked much information for the dis­

trict of St. George’s. The Minister of
Justice will bear me out as to the vast
amount of unemployment in the four
western districts.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
will get in touch with Major Butler
on the telephone.

MR. SULLIVAN.—The men who got
Government guarantees some time ago
to get supplies for the fishery from
the merchants cannot now get one
single article from them. The men
have a good trap voyage yet they can­
not get a bit to eat from the mer­
chants. I would like the Prime Min­
ister to get after the banks to assist
the merchants.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
This is entirely new to me.

MR. SULLIVAN.—Some of the men
have three hundred quintals of fish on
shore and yet they cannot get a bar­
rel of flour.

MR. WALSH.—I wish to en­
dorse the remarks of the hon. mem­
ber for Placentia and St. Mary’s.
Whilst we cannot expect the Govern­
ment to give any further guarantees
yet it seems a great hardship on those
who have a fair voyage to date and
who cannot get an advance from the
merchants. I think if the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries will meet the
hon. members of the district some­
thing substantial might be done. I
am anxious that the Government pro­
vide a substantial vote for expendi­
ture by the Department of Public
Works as I believe the future demands
that.

SIR-M. P. CASHIN.—Well this af-
ternon we are told by the members for
Placentia that the fishermen are in
possession of a fairly good voyage and
yet cannot obtain an advance on it.
That is the position that will be for
the future. I know what these gentle­
men say is correct.

They received supplies on the fifty
fifty basis and now that their catch is
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landed the merchants are not prepared
to advance any further. If the fish is
not worth enough to warrant an ad­
vance then it is up to the Government
to do something in thd matter. They
cannot sell the fish in its present
state. On the other hand there are
men who got none at all. What is
going to happen to them?

MR. ARCHIBALD.—Mr. Chairman.
the Government in their estimates are
looking for eight million dollars, and
we all know, the children on the
street know that you cannot get six
million. You estimate the catch of
fish to be about a million and a half
quintals. You think, Mr. Minister,
that that would be a fair catch, do you
not? Now -.put it at ?5.00 a quintal.
That will not give you a revenue of
more than three and a half million.
Now where are you going to get the
eight million that you are looking for?
The Minister of Marine and Fisheries
knows that what I am saying is true,
and I am trying to get the Opposition
and the Government together^ to do
something for the country. The Min­
ister of Public Works says that the
men doing relief work will be laid off
in another couple of months. Now
what does that mean? It means that
you are going to have four or five
thousand men walking the streets
looking for work and their families
starving if they do not get it. Is the
Government making any effort to look
after these men? Now I am not critic­
izing the Government. I am pleading
with the Government and with the Op­
position in behalf of the people.

While I am here pleading in behalf
of the people some of the Govern­
ment members are in other districts
doing campaign work. They know
that they cannot get elected again in
the district that they now represent.
Men who are out campaigning now in
an effort to hold on to their jobs are
not fit to be in this House, and I think

the people will see to it that they arc
not returned.

Now I want to tell the Government
right plank to their cheek that while
they are looking for a revenue of 8
million they cannot get G million.
Have you not enough manliness in you
to get up in your seats and say that
what I am saying is true? You have
entirely failed in your undertakings,
and you have not manliness enough
to throw down the gauntlet to some­
one who can do the job. Not only will
things be worse on December 12th but
before the end of the next forty-eight
hours conditions are going to be
worse. The Minister of Public Works
admits that the only hope is to sell
pulp wood to the United States, and
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
admits in his silence that we cannot
get more than three and a half million
dollars revenue from the sale of our
season’s catch of codfish.

This is no time for party politic:.
but I am the only man who would
move out here to break up the party
lines. Now I want to say to the Gov­
ernment members that if the state­
ment that I have made that you will
not get more than six million dollars
revenue is not correct get up and dis­
prove it. Now I am going to take my
seat and let some members get up
and disprove that statement.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN.—Mr.
Speaker, the Budget Speech of the
Hon. Prime Minister presented on
May 25th is the most misleading docu­
ment presented to this House in the
28 years I have been a member. An-

■ J anias, of whom the Bible says that he
'■I was struck dead by lightning, was a
’’ Mission Father compared to the Hon.

gentleman, who has utterly disre­
garded the facts and given the House
a wholly false impression of the fi­
nancial situation from the first line
in his Budget to the last.

For the financial year 1919-20, our
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party was in office from July 1st to
Nov. 15th, and for the whole twelve
months the tariff in force was our
tariff and the revenue collected was
obtained thereunder. When we went
out we secured from the Auditor Gen­
eral a statement which showed that
lor the previous year, ending June
30th, 1919, we left a Surplus behind
us of, roughly, two and three-quarter
million dollars. Then, for the year
1919-20, under our tariff, our esti­
mates, and our votes, a further Sur­
plus of a million and a quarter dol­
lars was realized, of which, according
to the best estimate, $750,000 was ob­
tained up to the time we resigned of­
fice. If you accept that date as clos­
ing our record, we left a cash surplus
of three and a half million dollars to
the present Government. If you agree,
as we may reasonably claim, that we
are entitled to credit for the surplus
up to the end of June last year, then
we left them four million dollars in
cash. They cannot claim any of the
advantages of that for themselves, be­
cause the Budget last year was not
introduced until the 2Sth of June, two
days before the last fiscal year expir­
ed. The present Government, then,
began the fiscal year 1920-21, the first
complete year under their administra­
tion, with four million dollars in cash
to the credit of this Colony in the
Bank of Montreal.

The Finance Minister, in his Bud­
get a year ago, estimated a Revenue
of $11,201,000 and an expenditure of
$11,000,000. The Prime Minister, -with
characteristic evasion, says in the
present Budget Speech that the Ex­
penditure, shown by him at roundly
$11,300,000, was composed merely' of
Estimates of $9,800,000 voted at the
last session; Supplemental Supply
$1,152,000, and Expenditures under the
Audit Act $380,000, less Dropped Bal­
ances of $127,000. But in order to
make this statement there has had to 

be a rigging and manipulation of ac­
counts the like of which I have never
seen or heard of in this or any other
country. In his Budget Speech last
year the Finance Minister spoke as
follows:

"So far as we can at present esti­
mate, our Civil Expenditure for the
fiscal year 1920-21 will amount to
about $10,250,000 as compared with,
roundly, $9,145,000 for the present
year, and the above estimated ordin­
ary expenditure for 1920-21 is based
on the fixed charges of civil Govern­
ment which permit of a fairly close
estimate, but to that we must add ex­
penditures arising from war obliga­
tions, such as provision for disabled
sailoss and soldiers, vocational train­
ing, maintenance of Militia Depart­
ment, and winding up of our military
undertakings and charges incidental
thereto, which properly ought to be
placed under the head of Extraordin­
ary’ Charges, as such disbursements
cannot rightly come under any De­
partment of the Civil Government and
cannot be classified as ordinary ex­
penditures. The amount required to
meet these last named obligations I
estimate at roundly $750,000, which
gives us an estimated Total Expendi­
ture for the coming y’ear of appproxi-
mately $11,000,000.”

It will be seen from this that the
Finance Minister estimated an Expen­
diture of $11,000,00 without any refer­
ence whatever to Supplemental Sup­
ply and Expenditures under the Audit
Act. These two items, Supplemental
Supply and Audit Act expenditures,
total $1,530,000, so that if these expen­
ditures for what I will call “post-war
services” were met during the year as
the Finance Minister proposed last
year they should have been met, then
the actual expenditure for this fiscal
year would have been—not eleven and
a quarter millions as the Premier un­
truthfully represented last week, but
nearly twelve and a half million do]-
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Jars. Now, Sir, I say all these post­
war expenditures were met tn this
way, but the Public Accounts were
•‘cooked” by the Premier and his as­
sociates, and instead of charging all
these accounts to Current Revenue, or
paying them out of the Surplus as we
did when we were in office, a fictitious
charge was made of them against cap­
ital account, and then money was tak­
en out of the Loan of Six million dol­
lars raised theo ther day, to repay
this to Capital Account, and it is now
represented that this money was not
spent during the past year at all. Not
alone, though, was this done, but ex­
penditures on account of the War in
the years 1915-16 and 1917-18, whim.
had been paid out of Current Account
in these years, which had gone thru
the books and which were ancient his­
tory, were also dug out and charged to
Capital Account, and repaid to Sur
plus Trust out of the Loan, so that the
Premier and his associates in this
political crime could have some more
money available to meet the enormous
losses they know will have to be fac­
ed in running the country’s affairs
during this year. Here is a detail of
these three amounts, supplied to me?
in reply to a question which I tabled
on May 26th:

"The One and a Quarter Million
Dollars described as refund to Surplus
Trust Account for an expenditure
charged to that Account, which should
have been charged to Capital Account,
was paid over to Militia Department
during the following years:—
1915-16 .. .. ................. §429,401.25
1917-18  470.000.00
1918-19  400,000.00

 
§1,299,401.25

These items represent altogether
§1,300.000, more than two-thirds of it
money that had been appropriated by
previous Governments from the Sur­
plus Trust Funds in past years to­
wards meeting our War bills—money
which had been paid; in other words, 

out of the abounding Surplus Rev­
enues we had in these years, so as to
lessen our public debt, but which has
been dishonestly added to the Public
Debt of this Colony to form an extra
obligation to be borne by our people
for all time to come. The "frenzied
finance” of the worst boodlers that ev­
er afflicted American cities could con­
ceive of nothing more discreditable
than this transaction. Whatever ex­
cuse there might be for the Hon. Gent­
leman and his partners getting a re­
fund, so to speak, of the §400,000 of
War Expenditure accruing during the
year 1919-20, for which they are re­
sponsible themselves, they have not a
shadow of justification for so dealing
with monies that previous Govern­
ments had paid out of Surplus Rev­
enue to lessen the burden of perman­
ent debt on this Colony, and if this
was a criminal proceeding in a private
business, the man who perpetrated it
would go to jail just as certainly as I
am making this statement in the
House, for gross and shameful ma­
nipulation of monies entrusted to him.
Rut, Sir, even this does not tell the
whole story. I have shown here how
nearly twelve and a half million dol­
lars was spent during the current
year. During the same period, ac­
cording to another statement furnish­
ed me last week as to Surplus Trust
payments, the Government paid

For steamers  §339,000
For salt......................... 78,000
For sugar  184,000
For coal (boring) .. .. 50,000
For railw’y maintenance 250,000
For aeroplanes  13,000
That represents §914,000 more than

was spent in 1919-20 and the same me­
thod was adopted with regard to that.
Instead of showing it as part of the
ordinary running expenses it is charg
ed against the Surplus Trust Fund,
and now a Loan is being raised to pay
for it. All these items are included in
the Loan raised some weeks ago and
the money thus obtained from bankers
in New York, Boston and Toronto, was
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I understand used to pay the interest
coming due at the end of June, lie­
cause otherwise the Colony would de­
fault and be posted as insolvent. Thus
we find, Sir, that the actual Expendi­
ture during the past fiscal year was
not $11,000,000, as shown by the Prime
Minister, but nearly thirteen and a
half million dollars, and X have no
doubt that if I could get all the in­
formation for which X have asked, but
part of which has not yet come to
hand, I could show that probably an­
other million has been smuggled
away in the Public Accounts, to try
and deceive the House and the coun­
try.

It might be said, too, Sir, that they
spent the whole four million dollars
of Surplus that we left behind us
when we went out, but they have not
spent that in the sense that they have
spent these other amounts. They have
spent that in using it to make up the
shortage in he General Revenue which
occurred from month to month dur­
ing the fiscal year just ended. In oth­
er words, at the end of every month,
when the bills came in, they had not
enough money collected through the
Custom House and the other revenue­
getting departments, to pay them,
and consequently they had to break
into the Surplus and take enough mo­
ney out of this nest-egg that we had
provided for an emergency to make
up the shortage.

The Finance Minister a year ago es
timated that he would get a Revenue
of about $11,200,000 during 1920-21,
and the closest approach he made to
the possibility of a Surplus was to
suggest that he might break even, or
have a few thousand dollars to the
good when he squared his accounts a
month ago. Instead, however, of
getting eleven and a quarter million
dollars he got only eight and a quar­
ter million dollars. That is to say, he
was three million dollars short, an in­
stance of financial and administrative
incapacity never approached in our 

history. The Premier and all his bril­
liant satellites, the Finance Minister
who was to teach us all our business,
and all the big public men on the oth­
er side, the party of clever and earn­
est young Newfoundlanders that the
Premier boasted about, they couldn't
nring Expenditure and Revenue any
closer together than three million dol­
lars, even according to their own print
ed Estimates and speeches. But, as I
have shown above, the actual gap was
nearly six million dollars, due to a
policy of squandering and wasting and
insane expenditures on fish, and salt,
and steamers, and the railway, that
iias horrified the whole country. In­
stead of practising economy, instead of
exercising care in the disbursing of
the public funds, they have been throw
ing away money like drunken sailors.

They argue that they are not re­
sponsible for the shrinkage in Rev­
enue, but that it is due to the world­
wide depression which everybody now
sees. I did not wish to be unreason­
able or extreme in my views, Sir, and
I freely admit that as a result of the
depression everywhere it would be un
reasonable to expect that this country
should enjoy, during the past few
months, at any rate, the same abound­
ing revenues that were got in previ­
ous years; but, on the other hand.
I maintain that prudent and capable
men running our country would have
governed themselves accordingly and
would have pared down our expendi­
tures and cut their garment accord­
ing to their cloth. For instance, we
know that nearly two million dollars
of our money was given to the Reid
Company to help to pay its running
expenses during the past year. There
was no justification whatever for tak­
ing a cent of that money, and this
House never authorized the taking of
it. Probably in his inmost heart the
Premier himself was opposed to that
money being taken, but the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries was all-pow­
erful in the Government. He got the 
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bee in his bonnet that he could run
the railroad and make it pay. He was
the father of the mighty thought of ft
Railway Commission. He conceived
the great scheme of being Chairman
of the Railway Commission. He got a
Railway Commission appointed for
one purpose, namely, to supervise the
expenditure of a million dollars to be
raised by Loan to furnish the Reid Co.
with additional rolling stock and
equipment, but then he diverted the
Commission from its legitimate pur­
pose into a machine for operating the
Railway system, and he took nearly
two million dollars of our money and
handed it over to the Reids to help
them to operate the railroads and
steamers, and he thought he was do­
ing a great thing when he got the
Reids, on their part to agree, to con­
tribute $100,000 towards the deficit
that would be caused in operating that
system during the present twelve
months. The thing is worse than com­
ic opera, Sir. Gilbert and Sullivan
never conceived anything more ludic­
rous than this. Here were contrai.
tors bound by law to operate the rail
road or go under if they could not do
it. Here was a Government that went
to the country and got elected on a
policy of denouncing the Reids and
pledging themselves, if elected, to
compel the Reids to carry out theii
contract. They were elected, and the
people looked to them to force the
Reids to live up to their contract. But
they acually went and took all the pub
lie money they could lay hands on and
gave it to the Reids to assist them in
carry’ng on the Railroad, and did this
without any authority from this House
or from the country fo do such an un­
heard of thing. They realize later
vhat a monstrous outrage they per­
petrated, because in his Budget
sneecli the Premier told us that
they did not intend to repeat this ex­
periment after the end of last month,
hut that they were going to leave the
Reids to run the Railroad as best they 

could and that if the Reids could not
run the Railroad it must go into the
bands of a receiver. Now Sir, I have
no hostility towards the Reid Co. nor
have I any brief for them. I am here
as a representative of the people, and
I want an explanation of why the gov
eminent went into this amazing ex­
periment of taking part in the opera­
tion of the Railroad and putting up
the money of the people of this coun­
try to carry out that expenditure. I
want the Miniser of Marine and Fish­
eries, the man who conceived this
brilliant idea, to get up here before
this debate ends, and tell us why he
diverted this Railway Commission
from a Supervising Commission to
spend certain money—a million dol­
lars. or whatever the amount is,—on
rolling stock, into an operating com­
mission to work the railway system,
and why he took nearly two million
dollars from the Public Treasury to
give to the Reids to make good their
losses, and I want to know if any of
that money is going to be returned to
this country and if not why not. A
statement tabled here recently in re­
sponse to one of my questions, showed
that the Reids themselves, for the
fiscal year ending on the 30th of June
1920, lost about $1,400,000 on operat­
ing the Railroad during that year, and
I want the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries to state to this House wheth
er he undertook the operating of the
Railroad, through his Commission,
without knowing what the Reids lost
on it the previous year; and if he did
not know why did he do so; and if he
saw the statement and know what they
lost, how was he insane enough—be­
cause I know no other word to de­
scribe it except insanity—how was he
insane enough to involve himself and
this country in such a transaction.

I have given him the credit hereto­
fore of believing him to be honest in
his purposes, though I have llttlt,
opinion of his judgment, but I have to
await his explanation of. all this mat­
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ter before 1 can hold him honest and
blameless hereafter in view of the
wrong he has done this country b>
this transaction, apart from any oth­
ers. If he had left the Railroad alone
or confined his Commission to super­
vising the expenditure of the Loan 01
a million dollars for Railway better^
ments, the people of this country
would be two million dollars better
off to-day than they are. That Would
have meant that the Loan raised the
other day of six million dollars need
only have been for four million dol­
lars, because there would have been
two million dollars more in the Treas­
ury. Instead of that, the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries threw two mil­
lions into this Railway sink-hole. The
Government had to go to New York
and get another two millions on loan
and pay six and a half per cent, inter­
est, and that money is now being add­
ed needlessly and indefensibly, to the
Public Debt.

Another monstrous outrage on the
Colony in connection with its finances
the past year is that although the Es­
timates were increased by about two
million dollars in the Supply we vot­
ed last Session, expenditure was in­
creased a further million, seven hun­
dred thousand by the Supplemental
Supply we are asked to vote this ses­
sion. A year ago, it may be remem­
bered, the Finance Minister in justify­
ing the increased Estimates, charged
that it was a practise with us, when
In office, to under-estimate our re­
quirements every year and vote less
money than we required, and he said
that this government was abandoning
this practise and was putting in legit­
imate estimates covering the entire
amount that would likely be required,
and he pretended then that little or no
Supplemental Supply would be re­
quired at all. Here is one of his state­
ments: “The expenditure on account
"of Civil Government having materi-
“ally changed since last year’s Esti-
"mates were submitted, necessitated

“revision which will be readily notic-
"ed on reference thereto. This division
‘was made necessary and is based up-
“on the report of the Civil Service
"Commission to whom was entrusted
“by our predecessors the duty of stan­
dardizing the salaries of Civil Ser­
vants.” This referred to the matter
of salaries. To the matter of in­
creased votes for other departments
of the Public Service he gave the ex
planation that I have already put for­
ward, namely, that we understand,
and then, with the hypocrisy that has
marked this government in every par
tieniar, he pretended that he and his
friends were going to act differently.
But, as the Estimates show, they not
alone expended all this increased
amount of two million dollars, but
they actually expended nearly another
million and a quarter, and this, too,
at a time when they knew that the
Revenue was declining and that ev­
ery dollar they spent over and above
the legitimate votes, was only bring
ing the Colony one step nearer to
bankruptcy.

The next item we come to, Sir, re
presents an even more shameful ex­
penditure during the present year. It
is the expenditure on ships. It will
certainly be news to the country and
probably be news to most of the mem
hers on the opposite side, of the
House, that there was spent during
the past year, on the buying and re­
pairing of ships, nearly half a mil-
bon dollars. This might be excused
if the ships were any good, but as a
matter of fact everybody now knows
that they are utterly valueless for any
service to the Colony. Three of them
are tied up at the wharves here in
St. John’s to-day, because they cannot
be used, because the expense of run­
ning them is too great, because it it,
cneaper to hire other steamers and lie
these up. Here is a list of these stea­
mers and what they cost, according to
replies to questions furnished me here
lately:
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Lobelia (Gift from H.M.Govt.)
cost to send here $25,820

Watchful (cost)..................... 03,392
Watchful (Repairs paid to R,

N. Co.)  42,392
Sebastapool (cost)  61,000
Sebastapool (Repairs, paid R.

N. Co.)  12,684
Malakoff (cost)  61,000
Malakoff, repairs, paid to R. N.

Co.) . .. 51,553
Senef (cost)  61,000
Senef (repairs, paid R. N. Co) 13,063

Total cost $391,901
I might explain that these three ves

seis—the Senef, Sebastopol, and Mala­
koff, were purchased at once and
they cost altogether $184,000, so 1 have
divided that amount by three and fig­
ure the cost of each vessel at $61,000.
The repairs to these three crafts is
$77,000 and the statement furnished
us on May 5th shows that there was
also an account of $5,833 in dispute
with the Reid Nfld Co. in regard to
work on these vessels. In round fig­
ures. then, their repairs cost $80,000,
allowing this bill to be compromised,
and I am informed that there is a lot
of work yet to be done on them. We
have not yet been able to get a state­
ment of the cost of the Daisy, if she
was purchased, and, if she was a gift
what her repairs cost. There might
be some excuse for this expenditure if
these vessels were of any service, but
public opinion is united that they are
vestments I do not know, and I will
be glad to have his explanation. Whe­
ther he was persuaded into this bus­
iness by Mr. Collishaw, as rumor
says, is a matter which we ■will prob­
ably get some light thrown upon next
session, if not this.

Then, Sir, we have, as a further ex­
penditure, that on the purchase of
Labrador codfish last Fall, already
the subject of so much debate in this
House. In response to a question
which I tabled here recently, I re­
ceived a statement showing how our 

account stood at that time which is
as follows:
Statement of Account of Purchase

of fish.
CR.

By estimated required under
Audit Act $380,000.00

By sales of Fish  33,045.25
 

$413,045.25

DR.
To actual expenditure as

per details furnished ...$345,217.72
Anticipated cost. Job—$26,

000.00.
Anticipated cost. Barr—

$25,500.00 ................... 51,500.00

$396,717.72

To balance of this account $16,327.53

There are some items in it that are
not clear to me and that I would like
to have explained. It seems that $33,
000 has been received for sales of
fish and 1 would like to know how
many quintals that represents. There
are also two items of anticipated
cost, Job $26,000, Barr $25,000. I would
like to have these explained, but as it
stands now the Colony has been let
in for $400,000 on this account, and
nractical men in the fishery business
say we will get little or nothing back.
from it.

Then the Estimates show that $184.-
900 of public money was taken dur­
ing last year to buy sugar with, and
the people of the country, having been
obliged up to a few weeks ago to pay
twenty-five cents a nound for sugar to
try and reduce this amount in part, are
to be still taxed two and one-half cents
and a surtax; making, roughly, four
cents a pound for sugar, for Heaven
only knows how long, in order to
square off this expenditure which nev­
er should have been undertaken. An­
other outlay during the last year was

$77,000 on account of salt, which mat­
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ter we have vainly tried since the
House opened to get the rights of, but
so far without any result. These are
only some of the monies that have
been spent in addition to what the
Hon. the Prime Minister shows in tho
Budget Speech as part of the outlay
for the past year. These facts and
figures go. to prove the statement I
made in opening, that this is a dishon­
est, misleading, and utterly unreliable
Budget Speech. Moreover, the claims
set up by the Premier as to the reas­
ons for the increase in Expenditure
and the shortage in Revenue are'ut-
terly unfounded. He pretends that
large amounts have had to be spent
to carry out undertakings entered into
by us, but the only ones he quotes are
for the Lunatic Asylum and the Sana­
torium, and these amount to merely a
bagatelle. The chief increase of ex­
penditure was the shameful waste of
public money by himself and his as­
sociates in increasing the estimates a
year ago by over two million dollars.
Some of them now plead that they
could not foresee the slump every­
where that took place; but Mr. Jen­
nings, when he made a speech in
Twillingate a few weeks ago, advanc­
ed as an excuse for the depression of
the last year that evidences of this de­
pression were visible in the fall ot
1919. Very well, then, if evidences of
depression were visible in 1919, why
did Mr. Jennings and the rest of the
members sitting on the Government
side come into this House a year ago
and vote to double their own salaries
and increase by five times their ses­
sional pay, and add to the number of
public officials, by the list furnished
me on Friday last. Here is the list
and the salaries and I might say that
it is not nearly complete, though it
will serve my purpose at the present
time.

New Appointments Since Nov. 15th,
1919, to date May 27, 1921.

T. E. Clouter, Secretary Minister
Marine and Fisheries, $1,200.00 p.a.

Miss Stella Davis, Typist and steno­
grapher to the Minister and Secretary
of the Codfish Export Advisory Board,
$840.00 p.a.

P. A. Brien, Assitant Accountant
Marine and Fisheries Department,
$1,200.00 p.a.

V. P. Burke, Deputy Minister Edu­
cation, $3,600.00 p.a.

S. P. Whiteway, Principal Normal
School, $3,600.00 p.a.

Miss A. Doyle, Typist Education
Department, $720.00 p.a. ,

Miss E. Barnes, Typist Education
Department, $720.00 p.a.

Miss Olive Edgar, Typist Education
Department, $720.00 p.a.

Mrs. B. Howse, Typist Education
Department, $720.00 p.a.

Chas. Hainlyn, Messenger Education
Department, $460.00 p.a.

Miss Muriel Page, Typist Supreme
Court, $720.00 p.a.

S. Powell, Keeper Light Smokey
Tickle, Labrador, $100.00 p.a.

A. Chipp, Jr., 2nd Asst. Keeper, Gull
Island Light, $700.00 p.a.

James Moss, Lighthouse Keeper,
Puffin Island, $100.00, p.a.

Wm. Antle, Night Fireman, Sani­
tarium, $1,200.00 p.a.

Sergt. J. Bartlett, Storekeeper, Sani­
tarium, $1,000.00, p.a.

Martin Moore, Sub-Collector, Avon­
dale, $500.00, p.a.

Wm. Rowe, Laboratory Asst. Pub­
lic Health Offce, $1,000.00 p.a.

Miss M. Edens, Stenographer Su­
preme Court, $600.00 p.a.

Asst. Stenographer Supreme Court,
$480.00 p.a.

P. Whiteway, Local Constable, Mus­
grave Harbor, $50.00 p.a.

In addition to that all salaries were
increased, all public services were in­
creased, and no attempt whatever was
made in any direction to cut down
costs or reduce public expenditure.
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As I said before, the whole policy was
that of throwing away money just as
drunken sailors would do.

Now I will turn to the other side of
the account, and deal with the plea
that the reduction in Revenue was
due to poor times. I admit, as I al­
ready said, that we could not expect
during the last five or six months the
same Revenues as previously, but I
do say that no attempt has been made
to collect anything iike the Revenues
that have been collected. To begin
with, no attempt has been made to en­
force the laws against smuggling over
a great part of the coast, and thou­
sands of dollars have been lost in
that way. Then the management of
the Custom House is nothing short of
disgraceful. We had an example of
six motor cars being allowed in on an
order by the Minister of Finance
without any duties being paid. We
had cases also of men being allowed
to get in stuff on temporary permits
and not pay duties for months and
months, and then, when I put a ques­
tion on the Order Paper here some

.weeks ago, and the fact was exposed,
there was a rush to the Custom House
and quite a lot of money tvas paid in,
but I am told there is still a good deal
outstanding. But the worst scandal of
all is the manner in which people
have been allowed to defraud, for I
may safely use the word, the Custom
House by means of bonds for duty. I
am told that there are to-day bonds
oustanding for a quarter of a million
dollars, $60,000 brought forward from
the fiscal year 1919-20 and about
$200,000 on account of the past year,
a goodly percentage of which will
never be collected, and yet it is all es­
timated in the Budget as good revenue,
revenues which the country is asked
to believe can be cashed in and util­
ized. I say that in spite of bad times,
if there hadn't been such a squander­
mania of extravagance and such a 

failure to enforce the Revenue laws,
the Colony could have made two ends
meet during the past year. The Pre­
mier in his Manifesto denounced us
for spending nine million dollars, but
he is now spending eleven million dol­
lars himself. If he had kept down
the expenditures to nine millions, as
he might have done the past year, the
Revenue, small as it is, would almost
have paid our way. But it must be
remembered that if the present Gov­
ernment had not been in power, and if
the ruin of our business community
caused by the Fish Regulations had
not been brought about, there would
probably have been another million or
two millions of Revenue collected
during the year. The chief cause of
the short Revenue, in my opinion, is
the ruin brought upon our business
community. Until the Fish Regula­
tions were enforced and the whole of
our trade was dislocated, the Revenue
receipts were fairly good and if the
commercial men had been let alone to
do business as they did in the past,
they would have continued to import,
and sales of the imported goods would
have been possible. But the Govern­
ment interfered, enforced the Fish
Regulations, held back the fish of
Moulton and Harris and Penney and
other people at the outset, then held
back the fish of the business men
along Water Street, and finally-
brought down the whole commercial­
structure flat on the ground. How.
could men like Moulton and Harris
and Penney and Inkpen and Wakely,
along the South Coast, import goods
and pay duties when their fish was
not permitted to go abroad for sale;
and how could people in St. John’s,
like Goodridge and Steer and all the
others whose names are in the public
mind to-day, import goods and pay
duties when the Government had cre­
ated a machine which was grinding
the life out of the whole of the trade
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of the Colony, and all the time the’
Government were doing this on the
one hand, they were destroying our
resources and spending our money, at
a rate never equalled in the history of
the Colony.

I marvel, Mr. Speaker, as I look
across the floor, how supposedly sen­
sible people could ever be guilty of
such a policy as this Government has
carried out since it took office. The

I | Minister of Fisheries was bitten with
the crazy notion that he could upset
the laws of Supply and Demand and
club the foreign markets into buying
our fish at our prices, and politicians
who must have known better, men like
the Premier and the Minister of Jus­
tice and others who knew something
of business problems, allowed him to
have his way and run everything and
bring misery and destitution upon
thousands of innocent people, even
their own constituents, as in the case
of Messrs. Foote and Cheeseman and
Warren and Small. Now we have the
same thing happening in the Northern
Districts and delegations coming in to
the Premier from Bonavista Bay last
month asking for God’s sake to be
provided with some supplies to help
them to prosecute the fishery this
year, and then the Premier gets a
loan of five or six million dollars at
ruinous terms, and he asks the people
to regard him as a public benefactor
because he does so, when he knows
full well that this sum is being added
to the Public Debt, that the country
will have to pay interest on it for all
time, and that with a prudent econom­
ical administration there need not
have been a dollar of a loan raised
during the past twelve months, and
this year, in the middle of the sum­
mer, about 500 men are building a
road from Badger to White Bay, as a
relief work, to keep them from starv­
ing, after nearly two years of Liberal-
Reform Government.

Now, sir, let us look more closely at
the question of the Railway and its
connection with our deplorable finan­
cial position. A year ago the Legisla­
ture was invited to authorize the rais­
ing of a loan for a million and a half
dollars to be expended for the follow­
ing purposes:

For the puprchase of six locomo­
tives, $250,000.

For the purchase and building of
100 freight cars—50 box and 50 flat—
$20,000.

For the purchase of a new lot of
fish plates for the Railroad, $300,000.

For the building of new freight
sheds in St. John's, $200,000.

For the building of a new terminal
at Port aux Basque, $50,000.

This makes up a million dollars
and the other five hundred thousand
dollars to be devoted to the explora­
tion and possible purchase of coal
areas on the West Coast. This money,
we were assured, was to be spent un­
der the authority of the Commission
which was to represent the Reid Com­
pany on the one side and the Govern­
ment on the other, and we were like­
wise told that this Commission was
also to investigate the accounts of the
Reid Company with the object of pre­
senting to the House at this Session a
new constructive policy for the Rail­
road in the future. After the Session
closed and after the Premier and
Minister of Justice had proceeded to
London, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, in his capacity of Acting
Premier, and with the mania for med­
dling in things of which he knew noth­
ing and for which he had no compet­
ence, threw overboard this whole
scheme and decided instead that this
Commission, of which he appointed
himself the head, should take over the
operation of the whole railroad and
steamboat system of the Reids, and
made an agreement with the Reid
Company by which they were to be 
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relieved of all responsibility for the
cost of this venture over and above
the sum of 8100,000 for the year. A
madder undertaking was never under­
taken by a supposedly sane and prac­
tical statesman. No attempt has been
made to explain, not to say justify,
the proceeding, and It is as great a
mystery in this respect as the Pre­
mier’s secret negotiation of the Loan
which the House is considering this
year. Why did Mr. Coaker make such
an agreement with the Reids is the
question that is being asked every­
where? Some people say that the
Reids flattered his vanity and deluded
him into believing that he was a great
man who could do wonderful things
with the railway. Other people sug­
gest that he entered into it because
he thought he could use it as a means
of advancing his own political power
in the country. Still other people
suggest less creditable reasons for it.
Perhaps the hon. gentleman will tell
the House before this debate closes,
just why he did .undertake it and what
defense he has to offer for its utter
failure. We were told a year ago that
it was so import?nt, not alone to have
this Commission, but to have it with
full power to function, that it was
necessary to have the Government as­
sured of a majority on the Board and
that it would be composed of four
Government appointees including the
Chairman and only three from the
Reid Company. But I understand that
the Reids refused to assent to any
Commission consisting of more than
six members, of which they would
have half, and we now find that re­
presentation on the Board amounted
to so little that the Government never
appointed more than two men—Mr.
Coaker as Chairman and Mr. Hall,
Government Engineer, as Secretary,
and that for the past twelve months
the Reids actually had a majority on
the Board all the time. Mr. Coaker, as

I say, undertook, as soon as he got
the Premier and ihe Minister of Jus­
tice out of the country, to operate the
whole railroad and steamship sys­
tem, and everybody will remember
now how he filled the Government
newspapers nine or ten months ago
with announcements of all the great
things he was going to do.

First and foremost, he was going to
cut out passes. Well, he did cut out
passes for everybody except his own

■ friends. He travels on a pass him­
self and all the people he brings to
Port Union travel on passes with hirp.
I am told that other members of the
Government likewise travel on passes
and that some adventurers who are in
the country just now professing to be
mining experts, are the recipients of
similar generosity. But Mr. Coaker
thought it was a wonderful thing to
announce that there were to be no
more passes, and accordingly they
were abolished. Then Mr. Coaker de­
cided on another wonderful thing, the
building of the terminal to Argentia,
and again there was a big parade of
all the wonderful things that were to
follow from this. The picture was
painted for us in the public press, of
the harbor of Argentia filled with big
steamers loading pulp and paper and
other products for conveyance to for­
eign countries, while of course the
Kyle was to make Argentia her head­
quarters all the winter through and
the enormous cost of operating trains
across the Topsails was to be done
away with. Well, the winter has pass­
ed, the trains operate across the Tap­
sails just the same as usual and in­
volve just as much expense to the
Colony, and the man on the street
says that the reason is that Mr. Col-
lishaw, the man who owns Mr. Coak­
er, compelled him to keep these trains
going in order to haul a few' thousand
cords of pulp wood from Mr. Colli-
shaw’s mill near St. George’s to Grand
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Falls, which he had sold there last
fall and which he undertook to de­
liver before the 1st of July of this
year. The Kyle didn't call at Ar-
gentia because the line was not com­
pleted, the wharf was not completed,
and there were no freight sheds erect­
ed and the big steamers that were to
take pulp and paper from there for
the Harins worth Company are still
missing, because apparently the
Harmsworth people are waiting to see
what will be the end of Mr. Coaker’s
great project before they will commit
themselves to any large expenditure in
the matter.

These, however, Mr. Speaker, are
only spots on the sun compared with
the grand blunder of all, the enormous
amount this Colony has had to pay
because of the loss suffered in oper­
ating the Railroad last year. The
Premier has already told us that at
least two and a half million dollars
would be required for this purpose,
and I have made the prediction that
the sum will be nearer three million
dollars; and more than two-thirds of
this amount will have been spent with­
out any authority whatever from the
Legislature. We are responsible, how-
ever reluctantly, for the following
amounts: For the puprchase and erec­
tion of the locomotives shown by an
answer to a question here recently to
have been $320,000 or $70,000 above
the estimate; for the outlay on the
freight cars shown up to the same
time to have been $275,000 or $75,000
above the estimate; for the outlay on
the Port aux Basques terminals simil­
arly shown at about $50,000; and for
the expenditure on the coal areas at
South Branch, which I will estimate
as amounting to $150,000. That re­
presents $800,000, and that is ,the sole
sum for which the Legislature is re­
sponsible. The rest of the expendi­
ture has been made on operating the
Railroad without any authority from 

the Legislature and in defiance of the
pledges and undertakings given its by
the Prime Minister here a year ago.
In other words, the $300,000 which we
voted to be spent for fish plates has
not been spent for fish plates, but has
been taken and used to pay the bills
of running the railway. The $200,000
voted by us to be spent for new freight
sheds in St. John’s has not been
spent for this purpose but has been
likewise taken and diverted to paying
the loss on operating the Railroad, and
here I would point out that, at the
present time, when there is so much
unemployment in St. John’s, this work
should be set on foot and hundreds of
people given a chance to earn some­
thing. In the same way, the balance
of the half million dollars set aside
for coal boring and purchase of coal
areas, has not been used for that pur­
pose, but has also been taken and
used in paying the loss on operating
the railroad. Therefore it follows that
to-morrow, in order to improve the
cross country railroad line—if the ar­
gument is sound that new fish plates
will help—it will be necessary to get
a further loan or to provide out of
Current Revenue, $300,000 to buy
these things, which should have been
bought out of last year’s Loan. Sim­
ilarly, if it is necessary to have these
freight sheds in the West End of St.
John’s, the country will require either
to raise a Loan of $200,000 or get that
amount out of Current Revenue to
put these sheds up. In the same way,
if the country has to buy a coal area
on the West Coast, it will have to
raise another Loan of $350,000, or get
the money out of Current Revenue to
purchase a coal area, because the
money voted for that purpose last
year, like the money for the other two
objects, has been improperly taken by
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
with the assistance of his colleagues
in the Government, and wrongfully 
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and fraudulently applied to a purpose
for which they had no legislative
sanction whatever, and should never
have undertaken. According to tho
figures given here in reply to a ques­
tion by me recently, the cost of oper­
ating the Reid Railway by the Reid
Company during the five fiscal years
before the present year, that is to say
during the last five years the Reids
operated the railroad themselves, the
annual loss was ns follows:

1915-16  $175,164
1916-17   143,751
1917-18   346,625
1918-19 . ... 714,512
1919-20   1.394,244
In other words, the loss on operat­

ing the Railroad for 1919-20, the loss
the Reid Company had to face, was
$1,400,000. It was suggested in the
House a year ago by the Prime Minis­
ter that the accounts of the Reid Com­
pany were padded or juggled with and
that this did not represent the actual
condition of things, and he asserted
that the Government would bring an
expert auditor here to show up all
that was wrong in the Reid accounts.
I understand that such an Auditor has
been here since the beginning of the
year, but, like the Auditors the Pre­
mier brought here twelve months ago
to ferret out our alleged wrong do­
ings, nothing has yet been disclosed to
justify the Premier’s statements or to
indicate that the Reids presented false
accounts to this House in the past.
However, if we admit, for argument
sake, that these accounts were padded
and if we take a large figure and say
that there are items totalling $400,000
included which ought not to have been
there, we yet have the fact remaining
that the Reids lost a million dollars
on operating the Railroad for the
twelve months ending on June 30th,
1920. After that date the all-power­
ful and all-wise Mr. Coaker took hold
of the operation of the road as, Chair­

man of the Commission, and we must
assume that, with all the wonderful
ability he possesses for doing every
kind of business he ran the Railroad
efficiently, economically and honest­
ly. Yet what do we find to-day? Why,
that according to the Premier's own
statement it cost more to operate the
Railroad during the'current twelve
months under Commission manage­
ment than it cost the previous year
under Reid management, even if we
concede that the Reids’ accounts were
padded. According to the Premier's
figures, as near as I can make them,
the total cost on Railway account—
for betterments and for loss on oper­
ation—amounts to two and a half mil­
lion dollars. I personally think it
would be nearer three million dollars,
but if we examine his' figures we find
that, as shown above, $800,000 have
been paid for betterments and $1,700,-
000 has been lost on operation. But
even that, Mr. Speaker, does not tell
the whole story. The Railroad Com­
mission, on taking office last
July, increased the first class pas­
senger rates by a cent a mile
so that they have had for these
twelve months the benefit of the in­
come from that source, a very sub­
stantial amount, I understand, tho’ I
have not yet the figures, but I have
put on the paper a quesion in rela­
tion thereto. Did ever anybody, Mi
Speaker, hear of any worse situation.
Could anybody conceive of any worse
situation? Twelve months ago the
Premier got up here and denounced
the Reid Company in every mood and
tense. He ridiculed those in control
of it, their methods, their system,
their personnel. He sneeringly de
scribed the management as consisting
of a lawyer, a geologist, and a food
controller, and he told us of all the
wonderfudl things he was going to do
to improve the Railway by the chang­
es he was going to make. And then
Mr. Coaker who, whatever merits he 
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may have, could not bo claimed by
anybody to know much about Rail­
road system, put a lot of crazy ideas

■of his own into effect, which he now
excuses on the ground that he was
doing them with the best Intention;
and to-day we find that, as a result of
this wonderful idea of Commission
management,—efficient and practical
and statesmanlike as we were told it
was—it has actually resulted in caus­
ing more loss on operation than the
inefficient, wasteful, and hopelessly
muddling management of the Reid Co.
in the previous year. This is another
example, Mr. Speaker, of what Liberal
reform has done for this country and
its public utilities. The taxpayers of
Newfoundland have now to pay $1,-
700,000 or, more, likely two million
dollars, out of their own pockets as
the price of allowing Mr. Coaker to
put into effect his insane ideas in re­
gard to the railroad twelve months
ago. All this money, two million dol­
lars for loss on operation and $800,000
paid for betterments, has had to be
met by the Loan Bill we passed here
last month. That has again added to
the burden of the Public Debt and the
people of the country will have to pay
six and a half per cent, annually on
this money for all time to come.

We have as a Legislature, some re­
sponsibility for the $800,000 that was
spent for these items of betterment
and we have something to show for
that in the way of locomotives, freight
cars, terminals to Port aux Basques
and coal boring, but for the other two
million dollars, due to Mr. Coaker’s
ill-balanced idea that he could run
the railroad better than anyone else,
there is nobody responsible except the
Government who permitted him to
ran amuk in this fashion, and saddle
the country with a burden which it
never should have been called upon to
undertake. I know he will plead that
if the Government didn’t give this
money the Reid Company would have
refused to operate the Railroad, but 

that Is the position to which we are
back to-day. A year has passed, two
million dollars of our money has been
taken and put into the swamp of rail­
way operation, and now we are facing
another year and though the Govern­
ment repudiated any further responsi­
bility for the Railroad, after the 30th
of June, the Reids again refused, and
the question arises what is going to
happen. The Reids say, to operate it
and the Government had to guarantee
another 1 and 1-2 million dollars for
this year.
' We are now passing Sir, a bill which
I never expected that any government
would introduce, or that any Legisla­
ture in this Colony would accept—a
bill to oblige the tax payers to fur­
nish a million and a half dollars to
the Reid Company to enable the Reids
to operate the railroad during the com
ing year, besides making it possible
for any amount of money to be spent
on the improvement of the railway,
and the Reids to give no return what­
ever for all this money and not to con
tribute a solitary dollar to the oper­
ation of the railroad. I will not go
over in detail the arguments which 1
and those who sit around me advanc­
ed against it the past few days, but I
cannot let the occasion pass without
protesting strongly and as clearly as I
can against this measure as a mon­
strous outrage against this Colony, Its
people and against generations yet un­
burn, who will have to bear the bui
den as well as those who live in New­
foundland to-day. I also protest
against the plan as merely a makeshift
The Government fooled the House and
the country a year ago and is fooling
it again this year. The Government
have had ample time since they took
office to deal with this question. The
Premier spent four or five months Tn
Europe last year doing nothing, so far
as anybody can learn, and he might
have been devoting his time to this
subject. He told us here a year ago
that he was planning to bring out an
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English lawyer to go into all the rail­
way contracts, but this has vanished
into thin air like so many more of his
promises. He told us during the win­
ter that something was going to be
done, but we have been here now
for over three months and no step has
been taken, and, as far as I am con­
cerned, Sir, I think the incapacity
shown in dealing with this question is
discreditable to the Government and
everybody connected with it. Let us
next go into the question of the Loan
and try and throw some light upon it.
Last year the House decided upon
raising a Loan of a million and a half
dollars, a million for railway better­
ments and half a million for coal bor­
ing. The Legislature closed on July 13
last, up to which time world depres­
sion had not become very evident, but
no attempt was made by the Govern
ment to float that Loan locally then
or afterwards. There was ample mo­
ney in the colony but the government
lifted not a finger to try and dispose
of these Bonds here. The reason of
course, was that the government rea­
lized they were so discredited in the
opinion of our people, and especially
in the opinion of people with any mo­
ney, that no man in Newfoundland
would invest a dollar in the Loan, not
even themselves. Therefore, they
went to the Bank of Montreal and
got a temporary Ioan of- this amount,
having at that time between three and
four million dollars of Surplus Rev­
enue to their credit which we had left
them, so that the Bank was amply pro
tect^d. Then they took that money,
according to the replies given to oui
questions in recent weeks, and handed
it over to Mr. Coaker and his Railway
Commission to expend as they liked in
carrying on the Reid Railway during
the twelve months and in doing some
coal boring at South Branch. Accord­
ing to the replies given us. the
amounts spent for coal boring up to
the end of March was about $120,000,
and it was estimated that up to the 

end of June it would probably reach
SI50,000. This is a large sum to have
spent particularly when no word was
given us as to what the result had
been until we forced from the Govern­
ment an admission that the experi­
ment was being abandoned as hope­
less. Some more of this money was
taken for the famous Argentia termin­
al as already remarked. The figures
that we have got indicate an outlay
there so far of about $150,000, but
there is a lot of work yet to be done,
arbitrations on properties have to be
completed, and I understand from
fairly competent authorities that
about a quarter of a million dollars
will be spent on this project. Apar,
from this, of the whole of the rest of
the Loan, a million and a quarter dol­
lars, was thrown into the sink hole of
the Reid Railway people in operating
it during the year, and in addition an­
other million dollars was taken from
tlie Surplus Revenue during the twelve
months and spent on operation as well
and the Loan had to be increased by
another million dollars so as to get
that sum to put back to the credit of
the Surplus. I have already shown
that by the hocus pocus process of re­
trieving two amounts of nearly a mil­
lion dollars of war bills paid in two
past years out of Surplus Revenue and
charging these to capital account, the
Premier found an excuse for raising
still another million dollars, the pur­
pose of which, I understand, is to en­
able him to have that sum available at
the end of December to pay the inter­
est on our debentures due at that
time, and failing which we would be
faced with insolvency. This accounts
for three and a half million dollars of
the Loen which, as we know, was or­
iginally to have been four and a half
million and the fourth million was,
according to my information, to pro­
vide for the interest due on the 30th
of June a year from now. But in the
meantime the need for further money
became apparent when the people dur 
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ing the past few months began to de
mand relief and provision for their
fishery supplies on the ground that
they had as much right to be fitted out
for the fishery this year as Mr. Coak­
er’s friends in the Northern Bays had
to have their Labrador fish bought
from them last Fall, and therefore the
Premier, in arranging to raise his
Loan, decided to increase the figure to
six million dollars. Accordingly the
Loan was made that sum and the
House recently passed a Bill to au­
thorize its being raised. This is the
first time, I would point out, that mo­
ney has ever been raised in this coun
try for the purpose of paying Interest
on our existing Loans and to be held
in hand to meet deficits not existing
at the moment, but which are being
figured upon even twelve months
ahead, and I say that it is a shocking
thing for this country to contemplate,
as it would be a shocking thing for
any private business to contemplate
the idea of raising money by Loan in
this fashion to meet obligations that
ought to be met out of the ordinary
Revenues, insead of dealing with pub­
lic finance as it ought to be dealt with.
on sane business lines. As the days
go by the fishy character of this loan
becomes more and more apparent to
the business people, financiers, and
others along Water Street, and wher­
ever commercial men congregate to­
day two questions are being asked.
One is why was this Loan effected un­
der such circumstances of secrecy and
concealment, and the second is why
were the brokers, who made this loan.
given the opportunity of cleaning up
three-quarters of a million dollars on
the transaction? Public suspicions re­
garding the matter are growing very
decided, the belief is that the trans­
action won’t stand the light and few
people have any doubt that there is
some “nigger in the wood pile.” I
will remind the House again, sir, that
when I had the honor of being Minis­

ter of Finance and undertook the
raising of loans, they were raised in
the open with utmost publicity and
with the sole idea of getting the best
possible terms for the Colony. When
launching the loan of 1918 we got one
of the specialists ot the Bank of Mon­
treal down here to advise us and we
put that loan on the market, locally
and outside, at such terms and under
such conditions as to challenge any
suspicion. Moreover, I selected an
Advisory Committee to associate with
me, Sir John Crosbie, Sir P. T. Mc­
Grath, Hon. M. G. Winter, the late
Hon. John Harvey and Mr. Conroy,
and every development in connection
with this loan was made in the public
eye and with every circumstance of
publicity attending it. I need not tell
you how successful this loan was and
that whereas we looked for only six
million dollars we had offerings, at
home and abroad, of nearly seven and
three-quarter millions altogether. It
was the same way with the loan of
1919. It was for a smaller amount
and we did not need any expert, but
we had the advice of the same gentle­
man and we conducted our business
in the same way, getting competitive
tenders again and securing such terms
that the people who took the loan con­
fessed that all they were able to get
out of it was to exchange a new shil­
ling for an old one.

In the present case, though, the
Prime Minister kept everything secret.
According to report, even his own col­
leagues knew nothing of the matter
until the transaction was completed.
Surely this was a very suspicious cir­
cumstance to begin with, but even
more suspicious were the circum­
stances surrounding the transaction.
These brokers in New York and Bos­
ton must have made, in this New­
foundland loan, the biggest thing they
ever made in their whole history. It
is impossible for me to conceive of
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any man acting as the financial re­
presentative of a country offering
such terms as the Prime Minister gave
to these bond brokers. When the mass­
es of our people discover for them­
selves just what was done, their in­
dignation, in my opinion, will be
greater than over anything yet done
by this Government. It used to be a
cause of complaint in years gone by
that Sir Robert Bond made a bad loan
after the Bank Crash, but Sir Rob­
ert Bond's loan in 1895 was a prince­
ly success for the country compared
with this Squires loan of 1921. Sir
Robert Bond had to go in the market
to seek money for a bankrupt colony,
a colon)' which was unable to pay its
way, and it was to be expected that he
would have to pay a stiff price for his
money, but he got it on better terms
than the Premier got his loan last
month and, in addition, Sir Robert
Bond’s Loan had a Sinking Fund in
connection with it, which is steadily
reducing to the extent of our liabil­
ity. But the present Premier, having
to get his loan by misrepresentations
of the country’s affairs, could make
no provision for a sinking fund, and
the country will be faced with an
awful burden quite unnecessarily. Let
me repeat again what this loan means.
It means that these brokers in New
York and Boston paid into their banks
$88.00 for a Newfoundland bond worth
$100.00 and therefore they made
nearly $12.00 on every bond they
bought. The total of the loan is $6,-
000,000, so that the actual profit they

' made is $720,000 or nearly three-quart­
ers of a million dollars to start with.

! Put in another way these people gave
i us $7.00 and we gave them a bond or
; security for $8.00 and in addition We

undertook to pay them 6% per cent
on this $8.00 twice a year for fifteen
years. But that is not the worst of
it, because it could be possible for
these people, by working the markets, 

to collect their interest here and get
12 per cent, additional added to the
value of the coupon every six months
or whatever the difference in exchange
might be at the time. If these bond
brokers held all this loan themselves,
they would have made nearly $720,-
000, but if as seems probable, they
have sold some or all of the loan t<5
their customers, they have contrived
to retain about half this amount for
themselves. They put this loan on the
New York market at 93 3-8. In oth­
er words they kept half the boodle
they made for the mere services of
acting as middlemen and turning the
bonds over from our Treasury to their
own customers and they gave their
customers the other half of the
boodle.

Fifteen years from now these people
will come back to us and we will have
to pay them $100 in gold or its equiva­
lent for every $88.00 in gold that was
given us last month, and if the ex­
change is 14 per cent, as it is to-day,
Newfoundland will have to find an­
other $84,000 to cover exchange if this
amount is paid out to these people in
New York. I repeat, sir, that there
never was in the history of this or any
other country a more ruinous finan­
cial transaction attempted, and I chal­
lenge successful contradiction of this
statement by any person in the House
or outside of it. We are told that the
interest is only 6% per cent., but if
we take into account the reduction in
value and the increased exchange you
would come to find that the rate of
interest is really 7 1-4 per cent, and
probably when other items are allow­
ed for, it will be more like 7% per
cent. In the midst of the war we were
able to get loans for 6 1-2 per cent.
and 5 1-2 per cent. Yet now, two and
a half years after the war, and when
the country ought to be in such con­
dition that money could be more easi­
ly obtained, this Government is un­
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able to get a man in Newfoundland
to invest a dollar in the securities of
the Colony, and has to go abroad and
pay 7 1-2 per cent, for the money it
needs to keep the ship of state above
water for the next twelve months, if,
indeed, it is possible to do that even
with the assistance of whatever por­
tion of this money can be made avail­
able for that purpose after the wast­
ing and squandering which this Gov­
ernment has carried out is provided
for.

Then we are told that the Premier
made a good loan because France had
to pay 8 per cent, for a loan in New
York, but consider the condition of
France with a million and a half of
her manhood killed in the war and
more than two millions crippled and
disabled, -with a fifth of her territory
over-run and everything in it destroyr
ed in such a manner as no person in
this country can imagine who has not
seen it, with all the factories destroy­
ed, the machinery removed to Ger­
many, the horses, the cattle, and every
living animal in the region taken as
well and the people reduced to beg­
gary. I submit, sir, that France is no
standard by which to judge this coun­
try. A fairer standard, I submit, will
be to take some of the neighbouring
provinces of Canada. I have in my
hands a prospectus of a loan for the
Province of Manitoba of 2 1-2 million
dollars, twenty year six per cent, gold
bonds offered to the people of Canada
and this country at $98.29 per cent.
and interest, yielding 6.15 per cent.
Here is a province in Western Canada
somewhat more populous than our
own, but no more prosperous in re­
cent years than our own up to the ill-
fated day when the present Ministry
obtained office and started it on the
road to ruin. Manitoba is to-day able
to get a 6 per cent, loan as cheaply
as we can get a 6 1-2 per cent, loan,
and the effect of the transaction is to 

save one per cent, in the interest pay­
ments. In other words, if we could
get money on the same terms as
Manitoba there would be a saving to
this country of $60,000 a year for fif-
ten years as against what we will
have to pay under the Premier’s ar­
rangement. In other words this coun­
try in fifteen years would be nearly
$6,000,000 better off than it will be now
by this transaction of the Premier’s
which he claims is a good one for the
country. In addition to this circular
about the Province of Manitoba I have
also the prospectus here of a loan for
the city of Edmonton, the capital of
Alberta, another of the Western Pro­
vinces of Canada. Edmonton, accord­
ing to the prospectus, has a popula­
tion of 70,000 or 80,000 people, or
about twice that of St. John’s and yet
this prospectus shows that it is able
to get a loan of one million dollars at
practically the same terms as the
Province of Manitoba. Now, I ask
again why was this transaction con­
ducted in secrecy, why were the terms
of the loan not advertised, why was no
attempt made to induce other bond
brokers, of whom there are scores in
the cities of New York, Boston, Mon­
treal and Toronto; to bid for the loan
and by means of their competition to
force the price up to such a figure that
the country might have got some
reasonable value for its outlay instead
of being victimized in the fashion it
has been. I ask a reply to these ques­
tions, which the country is waiting
anxiously to have answered.

, And now, sir, what of the future?
To my mind it is black and desperate
—more so than ever before in our his­
tory, not even in the days of the Bank
Crash itself. If anybody wants evi­
dence that it is black and desperate,
he can find the same in the Premier’s
pitiful declaration here a few days ago
that he must get a million dollars by
means of the proposed Sales Tax. If
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he wants further evidence he can find
it in Mr.Cheeseman’s withdrawal from
the House and refusal to vote for that
same Sales Tax because he realizes it
id going to be destructive to business
all over the country by imposing an
unbearable burden of taxation on ev­
ery class of our people except the
wealthy, for whose benefit the Premier
has legislated especially in removing
the Profit Tax Law. If he wants still
further evidence he will find it in the
action of Mr. Archibald in withdraw­
ing from the ranks of the Government
because he found himself unable to
support any longer a Party whose
policy has proved so destructive to
the best interests of this country.

I say that whatever other means of
taxation might or might not have been
rendered necessary, the Profit Tax
Law should have been kept on. If no­
body makes any profits; then the
Treasury will not get any but if men
do make profits and men are in busi­
ness only with the hope of making
profits, then where profits are made
they have been made out of the peo­
ple and a share of these profits
should be returned to the Public
Treasury. I repeat that our situation
to-day is black and desperate, and I
propose to give the reasons why I
think so. For the first time in many
years, ten or twelve at least, this Col­
ony is to-day without a dollar of Sur­
plus to its credit in the Treasury.
During all the time the Morris Gov­
ernment and its successors were in
office, we invariably contrived to have
something put by for a rainy day.

: We had, when the present Govern-
| ment came in, between three and four
i ' million dollars, but now every dollar

of that has had to be taken to make
up the shortage in last year's Customs
Revenue. I know we have at the mo­
ment the balance of the Loan raised
by the Premier last month, but let us
see where that stands. Already two 

and a half million dollars of it has
had to be taken to pay the loss on
operating the Railroad during this
fiscal year, and a half million dollars
had to be devoted to the Municipal
Council for civic purposes. Then a
half million dollars was provided for
roads and public works in May under
the pressure of the widespread dis­
tress then prevailing, and more re­
cently another half million dollars
was taken without any authority,
from this House, and used for the
building of a highway from Badger to
Green Bay and for the building of an­
other from Deer Lake to Bonne Bay.
This does away with four million dol­
lars, but, for the operation of the rail­
way during this year, the Government
must set aside another million and a
half dollars, and the Government has
undertaken obligations in the way of
guarantees for supplies for the fish­
ery, totalling half a million dollars.
This, therefore, means that every cent
of the Loan raised two months ago is
either spent or hy-poth-ecated and
that all we can count upon getting
back or having available later in the
year is tlie amount that will be re­
covered by the Government from those
on whose behalf it furnished fishery
supplies. During the past year, as I
have already showed, the Government
took three million dollars that we left
behind us, and used it to make good
the shortage in the Revenues for that
year so as to meet our running ex­
penses and avert insolvency. Besides
doing that, it had to raise this huge
Loan to pay the shortage on operating
the Railroad, to provide betterments
for the Railway, to meet relief ex­
penditures, and to ensure this year's
operation of the Railway; but I ask
the House and ask the Premier if any
man can tell us where we are going to
get the money to meet the shortage in
Revenue that we will have to face dur­
ing this twelve months. I may be told
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that there will be no shortage of Re­
venue, but the answer to that is that
for the past five or six weeks there
has been a shortage in the Custom
House Revenue as shown by the fig­
ures presented here, of nearly $50,000
a week, or, roughly, two and a half
million dollars a year. But, that is
not the worst. That stortage is by
comparison with last year’s Customs
Revenue, and it must not be overlook­
ed that the Premier, realizing that
last year’s Revenue was not nearly
enough, invited the House to impose
new taxes for this year which will
yield him two million dollars more
than last year. There was the super­
tax of 25 per cent, to yield $1,170,000
and the sales tax to yield $900,000
more. Now, the real seriousness of
our position financially is that we are
not even getting last year’s Revenue,
not to talk of getting any additional
Revenue. The returns of the Custom
House to-day are $50,000 a week be­
low the returns last year, and that
with the new tariff in effect. This
means that the old tariff and the new
tariff put together do not give us as
much money as we got last year. A
continuance of this condition spells
bankruptcy and nothing else, and it is
only a matter of a few months before
we have to face either bankruptcy or
more Loans. The last Loan was rais­
ed by fraud, by putting before the fi­
nanciers our financial statement of a
year previously. That proceeding
cannot be repeated. Any financiers
we ask for money hereafter -will want
to see last year’s statement, and it
will not make pleasant reading nor
encourage people to make us a Loan.
We may get a loan, but if we do it
only makes the thing worse, it only
piles up more debt for posterity, it
only makes the eventual crash a great­
er one. The other alternative is bank­
ruptcy, and, as I say, I do not see how
that can be delayed more than a few 

months. I was amused to hear the
Premier say a few days ago that our
condition was only the same as that
of other countries in the world, with
this difference, that ours was better
in some respects. I would like to hear
him tell us in what respect our con­
ditions is better than that of the Unit­
ed States or Canada, which are the
ones we must compare ourselves with,
because the standards of living, the
rates of wages, the general conditions
here, are the same as in these coun­
tries. It is no use to make compari­
sons with the countries of the old
world, desolated as they have been by
the war. We have to compare our­
selves, I submit, with Canada and the
United States, and I ask how do we
stand the comparison? These coun­
tries have great areas and vast and
varied resources. We have only one
dependence, the fisheries. We have
not even an agricultural industry of
any consequence, in spite of all the
money spent by the Premier and his
man Friday, Dr. Campbell, in bringing
in high grade stock the past year. We
have nothing to depend on, only the
fisheries. The mills at Grand Falls
are now shut down by a strike, and if
they re-open it will be at a reduction
of wages of twenty to thirty per cent.
The Bell Island mines are working a
reduced crew, four days a week, and
within the past twenty-four hours we
have had it stated that they are shut­
ting down also partly if not altogeth­
er. There is no outlet for work for
our pepopie except by the fisheries,
and what the fisheries give rise to,
and it is under these conditions, with
fish prices certain to be not more
than five or six dollars a quintal, that
the Premier tells us that our country
is in a good condition. I take leave
to differ with him, and I say that this
country is in the worst possible condi­
tion, that it is racing headlong to
bankruptcy, and he and those around 
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dollars of the Loan now being
Furthermore, as I have also

Now, I have
nearly thirty
known a ses-
Supplemental 

Surtax
5328,818
371,003
414,816
576,677
715,569

Reg. Duty
.$3,506,356
. 3,939,543
. 4,367,118
. 6,011,270
. 7,426,376

far as
think

period
before

I

Total
$3,835,174

4,310,546
4,781,934
6,587,947
8,141,945

course,

him are either unable or unwilling to
lift a finger to stop its progress. He
certainly will have no money out of
the Loan to help us and he will have
no additional Revenue to help us.

Then the Premier in his Budget
makes no provision whatever for Sup­
plemental Supply. And I have already
shown that he has under-estimated by
more than $300,000 the amount that
will be required to pay interest dur­
ing the next year on four and a half
million
raised.
shown, many of the votes for public
services, such as for fuel and light
and other things of that kind, have
been grossly under-estimated. These
are services that cannot be cut down
and they will have to be met out of
Supplemental Supply.
been in the House for
years and I have never
sion without a vote for
Supply on account of the previous ;• somewhat of this problem.
year. The present Government has'
already introduced votes for Supple­
mental Supply for this year, or near­
ly a million and a quarter dollars, in
spite of all the promises of economy
and care in public expenditure, and I
predict here and now that when we
meet here a year from now, we will be
asked to vote for Supplemental Sup­
ply to the tune of not less than $750,-
000. Then we are being asked to pass
a Prohibition Plebiscite Bill, the cost
of which will be at least $50,000, and
our good friend, the Minister of Mar­
ine and Fisheries, may find some of
his constituents unable to sell their
Labrador fish next November, and
there must be another demand for two
or three hundred thousand dollars to
buy the same, so I think we may safe­
ly say to-day that on account of the
Railroad, on account of Supplemental
Supply, and on account of other un-
forseen emergencies of one kind and

another, every dollar that can be got
will be required.

Therefore, it must be evident to
every man who studies the question
for a moment that every dollar re­
maining of the Loan and every dollar
of Revenue that the Premier estimates
for next year will be absorbed in car­
rying on the country, and that we can­
not hope to have a dollar available a
year from now even if he gets the Re­
venue he estimates, but is there any
prospect of his doing so? In my opin­
ion there is not. As everybody knows,
things in this country and elsewhere
are on the down grade, and so
Newfoundland is concerned, I
we are all agreed that a long
of depression has to continue 
any real improvement takes place.
held the Finance portfolio for nearly
eleven years and tried as hard as any
man could to keep down expenditure
and to raise Revenue, and therefore I

I
say that his estimate of Revenue is
absolutely worthless and that he can­
not advance a single argument to sup­
port his claim that he is going to get
this money. He has put on what he
calls a special War Tax of 25 per
cent, on the existing duties, which he
claims will give him over a million
dollars, and he adds to that a Surtax
which he expects to give him $900,000
more. In other words, he is imposing
taxes totalling two million dollars in
round figures, on the existing burden
of taxation. Now let us look at what
that is. According to a statement fur­
nished me recently, the amount of re­
gular duty and of surtax paid for each
of the past five years is as follows:
Year
1915-16
1916-17
1917-18
1918-19
3919-20

We have not available, of
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the exact figures of Revenue for the
twelve months now nearly ended, but
we have certain estimates and we have
exact figures of Customs Revenue and
General Revenue for the ten months
ending the 30th of April for the past
three years, which I submit for com­
parison:
Ten Months Customs Rev. Total Rev.
1918-19.............. $4,532,108 $6,321,039
1919-20  ..............  5,485,604 7,572,192
1920-21  ............... 3,488,725 6,102,774

A study of these figures shows that
for ten months of the past year the
Customs Revenue dropped two million
dollars as compared with the same ten
months last year, and a million dol­
lars as compared with the previous
year. Probably you would have to go
back two years before that to reach a
standard for this year’s Customs Re­
venue, and be it remembered the Re­
venue even then obtained was stimu­
lated by ascending prices for all ex­
ports due to the war. Now the war is
over, prices are dropping, and the Re­
venue will drop in the same way.
Wages are being reduced in this coun­
try, unemployment is more widespread
than it has been for many years, and
I say it is madness for the Premier to
imagine he can raise two million dol­
lars more of Revenue than he got the
past twelve months out of our people,
during the next year when we look at
the conditions that confront the
country at the present time and that
loom up in the future. 1 say more­
over that his estimate of $900,000 from
the Sales Tax is a mere shot in the
dark. He has had made up for him by
the Auditor General and the Deputy
Minister of Customs, a statement
showing what Revenue is collectable
now and what can be obtained by ad­
ding twenty-five per cent, on to all
duties if imports continue as at pre­
sent. But I am told that already it is
being found in the Custom House that
in spite of the Surtax of twenty-five 
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per cent, the actual receipts do not
come up to last year’s, and while I
know that Just at the present moment,
ns a result of people taking goods out
of bond to escape the new taxes, there
has been a substantial increase in the
Customs receipts, I say, with the full
knowledge gained by an experience
of nearly eleven years in that Depart­
ment, that the Premier will find that,
even with the new Surtax and the
Sales Tax, he will be unable to realize
anything like enough money to cover
his estimate or anything like it. The
reason is that the purchasing power
of our people 'wont permit them to pay
any such amounts. I quoted here
some time ago a circular issued by
Job Bros. & Co. showing that every
fishery produced by our people
is to-day unsaleable. Mr. Job is
not a hostile witness, and the article
I read convinced everybody, I am sure,
that he about told the story as it ex­
isted. Now, if we have an average
fishery this year and get a million
and a half quintals of fish and it av­
erages six dollars a quintal, that’s
nine million dollars, that is a reduc­
tion of fifteen millions on fish alone in
two years. Then what our fishery
products will yield it is impossible to
say, but roughly not more than a
third of what they realized two years
ago. Then again at Grand Falls
wages are being cut, and that is go­
ing to mean a reduced percentage for
these people. It is the same way at
Bell Island and Port au Port; in other
words, if our people next fall have
half as much money to buy with as
they had in 1919-20 they will be doing
very well. Yet this is the time when
the Government comes in and practic­
ally doubles the taxation on our peo­
ple. I use this word advisedly. The
first thing the Prime Minister does is
to impose a Surtax of twenty-five per
cent, on the existing duties. Then he
adds this Sales Tax, which, of course, 
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will be passed on to the consumer In
the same way as the duty paid at the
Custom House now. He figures $900,-
000 which means ten per cent, on a
Revenue of nine millions, and if the
Revenue is only six millions, as it is
more likely to be, then it is fifteen per
cent. That means an increase in tax­
ation of between twenty-five and forty
per cent., but then it must be taken
into account that everybody, Govern­
ment officials, employees, and every
business concern, fishermen, paper­
makers, miners, lumbermen, every­
body, is going to have his wages re-
dued, and therefore 1 say that this
Budget represents in real truth a
doubling of the taxation on the peo­
ple of this country, and this is the
fruit of eighteen months of Liberal
Reform. The most destructive critic­
ism though, Mr. Speaker, of the Gov­
ernment’s policy is found in a state­
ment for which' I asked recently and
which 1 have before me showing the
deposits in the Banks for the past
five years. They are as follows:
1916 $13,437,367
1917 16,110,924
1918 ...  17,962,313
1919  26,565,275
1920  21,792,899

During the years that we were in
power,- Mr. Speaker, the deposits in
the Banks increased every year and in
1919 they increased by fifty per cent.
over the previous year. No sooner did
the gentlemen opposite take hold of
things than they blasted and blighted
everything they laid their hands on,
and the consequence is that during
last year five million dollars in round
figures were drawn from the Banks
by people who had deposits therein to
make good the ruin wrought by the
present Government, or because they
had so little faith in the Government
that they were unwilling to leave their
money in their hands any longer.

Everybody knows that for our peo­

ple to be able to pay the taxes they
are now called upon to pay, they must
make large earnings, earnings similar
to those they made during the war.
But at the same time everybody knows
that this is out of the question any
longer. The price of fish, according
to Mr. Coaker and according to Mr.
.lob, two fairly reliable authorities,
will not exceed six dollars a quintal
for Shore and five dollars a quintal for
Labrador fish this year. This means
that if we get a million and a half
quintals of fish, the value of it will be
only nine million dollars at the out­
side, and the estimate is that about
one-third of this amount goes back to
the Revenue. It is true we will have
other products, our lesser fisheries,
our pulp and paper, and our mines,
but even these do not mean a very
large addition to our total. I have
some figures respecting our exports
of codfish for the past seven years
since the War began, which I include
here and which the House, I think,
will find of interest.
Yr. Ended Dry Cod Dry Cod Value
June 30 Quantity Value Per Q.
1914 .. .. .1.247,314 $8,071,899 $6.47
1915 .. .. .1,094,242 7,332,287 6.70
1916 .. .. .1,421,327 10,394,041 7.31
1917 .. .. .1,568,020 12,876,847 8.21
1918 .. .. .1,821,206 18,829,560 10.34
1919 .. .. .1,681,770 24,318,830 14.46
1920 .. .. .1,786,015 22,677,625 12.60

They show that betwen 1914 and
1920 the value of our codfish increased
from eight million dollars to twenty-
two million dollars, and the value per
quintal from 6.47 to $12.69. During
the last years of the War we had,
curiously enough, enormously large
fisheries coupled with big prices, but
now it looks like as if the very op­
posite conditions would prevail. Cer­
tainly prices will be low and with so
many of our people unable to get sup­
plies the catch is not likly to be large.
Consequently the earning power of 
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our people from their chief industry
is bound to be greatly decreased. Ac-
cording to Mr. Job’s circular already
referred to, nearly every item of fish­
ery produce which is produced in this
Colony to-day is unsaleable or will
bring in only the very lowest figures.
Consequently our people will earn
very little from them. Then again we
know that so far as' our agricultural
products are concerned, the prices of
these have been cut in half and the
earning power of these people reduced
in the same way. If we turn to iron
mining we find that the Companies
operating at Bell Island are now talk­
ing of shutting down almost altogeth­
er, which will mean that hundreds of
other people will be thrown out of
employment; and turning to our last
industry, paper making, the position
at Grand Falls to-day is that the em­
ployees have been on strike for six
weeks and that their employers are
enforcing a rule to cut their wages
from twenty to thirty per cent. Add
to all this the condition of unemploy­
ment in the city and in the outports,
the fact that business concerns, fact­
ories, and the like are shut down, and
he must be a very courageous man
who will claim that anything like the
Revenue estimated by the Prime Min­
ister is going to be realized during
the next twelve months. Here is an­
other table, sir, which is of interest
and importance. It is a record of the
failures in this country since 1916 so
compiled by one of the business men’s
agencies operating here. The figures
are as follows:
Year Firms Assets Liabilities
1916  10 $31,055 $90,100
1917 ....... 8 56,700 131,000
1918  1 400 2,000
1919  6 20,500 93,000
1920  44 765,800 1,603,500

There were nearly twice as many
failures last year as during the four
previous years and the Liabilities were 

enormously greater. This, it seems
to me, proves that business conditions
in the country at present are not very
encouraging, and also it seems to me
to mean, from what I know and from
what this House knows, of conditions
at present, that there will be a much
longer and more disastrous record of
business failures during 1921 than
there was last year. Indeed, I think
it will be found that for the six
months we are now ending there were
as many, if not more, failures than for
the whole of last year, and I make no
false prophesy, I submit, when I say
here to-night that we have not seen
the worst of this situation yet..

And now Sir, I bring my remarks
to a close with a comment on the in­
solence of the Prime Minister for his
hypocritical action in condemning
what he calls the unpatriotic conduct
of those on this side of the House.
The word patriotism or an appeal to
patriotism comes with a very poor
grace from a man who in the gravest '
crisis in the Empire’s history “took .
to the woods” instead of giving some
help to his native land and to the Em­
pire he boasts about when help was
needed. When the war began the
bon. gentleman was well within mili­
tary age but he took no steps what­
ever to give any service of any kind,
I believe he was once sent out on a
recruiting tour to Trinity Bay and
word was sent into the Committee in
charge advising that he be not sent
again because the people in that dis­
trict were asking why a young man
like him did not go to the war him­
self instead ot trying to persuade oth­
ers to go. When other people, mem­
bers of the Legislature or private citi­
zens were working day and night try­
ing to help out the Empire, Mr.
Squires was very busy down in his
office attending to his own business
and only interrupting this procedure
to attend a public meeting once in a 
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position groups because the Canadian
people would laugh at any man who 
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while where he could make a fancy
speech and then escape before the
collection was taken up. It was a
matter of record in the debates of this
House that early in 1917 Mr. Squires,
then Minister of Justice in Sir Ed­
ward Morris's Cabinet was made the
subject of a special attack by Mr.
Coaker and his friends on this side of
the House at that time insisted on
putting into a Bill providing for the
winding up of soldiers’ estates a speci­
al clause to oblige Mr. Squires, in his
capacity of Attorney General, to do
this work without charge because, ac­
cording to Mr. Coaker and his friends
unless such a clause was introduced
this gentleman who now prates so
loudly of his patriotism, would have
made a charge for his services and
in which cases where the soldiers es­
tates were small would have eaten up
all the dead man left and deprived his
relatives of anything whatever. Yet
this is the man with his whole tongue
and his cheek rebukes us for our lack
of patriotism. I have yet to learn Sir,
that we are any more unpatriotic be­
cause we criticized the wrong doing
of the Government here than Opposi­
tion people in Canada or in Australia
who similarly criticise the Government
in power in these countries. The
Canadian Parliament has just ad­
journed after a session during which
the Government was subjected to the
bitterest criticism not alone from the
regular Liberal opposition, but from
a Third Party called the Farmers’
Party which has grown up during the
past few years and which is just as
determined to overthrow the party in
power as are the Liberals, and so far
as I have been able to see from my
reading of the Canadian papers we
have not exceeded in any way the
criticisms directed at the Ottawa Gov­
ernment, but nobody at Ottawa has
been so stupid as to talk about lack
of patriotism on the part of these Op­

try to argue that the Liberals or the
Fanners were any less patriotic than
the men who follow Premier Meighen.
Three or four times this year the hon.
gentleman has boasted of his patriot­
ism in this House. It is the last card
he has in his hand and he is trying
to play it for all it is worth, but what
is his justification for his claim to be
the super-patriot of this country. Here
is his manifesto, on this document he
sought a return to power In Novem­
ber 1919 and I can go through it from
cover to cover and challenge anyone
to truhtfully contradict my assertion
that every pledge and promise he
made in it he has shamelessly violat­
ed or disregarded. Take the matter
of reform. In what direction has any
reform been attempted? Where is
there any difference between the con­
dition of things to-day and that when
he was in office, except that he has
made everything much worse than ev­
en he charged against the last Gov­
ernment. He has debauched every
branch of the public service, prosti­
tuted every department, degraded ev­
erything and everybody and debased
himself to a greater extent than any­
body else, because he has cravenly
eaten crow and put into practice poli­
cies which he is too intelligent to have
any faith in and too unscrupulous to
resist. Take the matter of salaries,
read his denunciation of the salaries
paid by the last Government and then
remember that he and his colleagues
doubled their own salaries, increased
the sessional pay of their own fol­
lowers to $1,000 and lavished money
on party heelers with a complete dis­
regard for every sentiment of public
decency.

Take again his treatment of the re­
turned soldiers.’ Before the election
his heart was bleeding for their woes,
since the election he has treated them
with contempt and what is true of 
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himself is true of all his colleagues.
A few afternoons when the House ad­
journed to enable the members to at­
tend a meeting to consider the erec­
tion of a war memorial not a single
man on the other side of the House
went to the meeting. Where the Pre­
mier was I do not know, probably en­
gaged in concocting some political
scheme where the rest of the members
went, it is perhaps not very material
to ask, because whether they attend­
ed the meeting or stayed away would
make very little difference, but think
of it, think of these men, all of whom,
lead by the Premier, proclaimed from
platform after platform what they
would do for the returned soldiers
and not a man of them could be
found to dp so simple a matter as to
attend a meeting to arrange for a
war memorial for those who fought
and died for us.

Next we will take the Premier's at­
titude on the question of Prohibition.
If there is any public question on
which the Premier tries to pose as a
purist it is on this question of Pro­
hibition. We have all of us heard him
declare time and again on the neces­
sity for the prohibition enactment
and that the curse of rum ought to be
put an end to, but what do we find
to-day, why, Sir, conditions in this
country were never worse, not even
in, what he has described as the bad
old days when the saloons were open
and people could get liquor without
the need of a script. To-day it is a
notorious fact that the Liquor Con­
troller’s Office is being run wholly
and solely to get revenue, all idea of
proper enforcement of the Prohibition
Law has been abandoned and the mot­
to now is “get all the money you can
and do not be very particular as to
how you get it, we need the money to
get our own salaries, and to look after 

our own friends and principles count
for nothing." Some of the Premier’s
closest associates are in the “script"
business. Dr, Mosdell, as you all
know was Secretary of the Prohibi­
tion movement, but Doctor Mosdell is
doing one of the biggest businesses in
selling scripts. Probably it is from
Dr. Mosdell that the Premier gets the
“drop of stuff" that he keeps for the
entertainment of these good prohibi­
tionists like himself who hold up their 
hands in horror in public at the idea
of the use of liquor but have their
homes and cellars stocked with it for 
their private enjoyment.

I could go on Mr. Speaker through
the whole of the subject disclosed in
this Manifesto and show that in every
one of them the Premier has aban­
doned all ideas of patriotism and prin­
ciples and sacrificed the country in its
best interest for his own private ends,
and I make the prediction that he will
continue to do so until the people rise
in their manhood and drive him from i
the position he has outraged by his
political offenses. His effrontry in
criticising us for lack of patriotism is
little short of colossal. It is well
known that amongst his personal
friends he has not hesitated to de­
nounce all the measures adopted by
Mr. Coaker while Acting Premier in
his absence last year. Within a few
weeks after the Premier's return from
England last December it was public
property on the streets that he was
furious over Mr. Coaker’s arrange­
ment with the Reid Company and it
was stated and never contradicted
that one of the chief grounds of ob­
jection he had was that there was not
even a Minute of Council on record
to authorize the taking over of the
running of the railroad and the ex­
pending of a million and a half dollars
of our money on it. Now this man 
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who condemns us for our lack of
patriotism tolerated this procedure and
has defended it in public and I shall
be quite prepared to have him get up
here now and defend it again as he
got up and defended the fiishery re­
gulations and at the same time those '
in his confidence know that he spends
his leisure hours denouncing these
Coaker policies and everything con­
nected with them.

None of us on this side of the
House, Mr. Speaker, need fear to en­
ter into a competition as regards our
patriotism with the Premier and his
associates. He entered the Cabinet of
Sir Edward Morris shortly before the
war began and he remained with us
until Sir William Lloyd was chosen
to succeed Sir Edward Morris four
years later. There are men listening
to me on both sides of the House who
will agree with me when I say that
the one man who during these four
eventful years of the war gave the
least service and did the least to help
the country and the Empire, was the
Premier who now talks of his patri­
otism. He did nothing to advance the
country in these four years, but he
has done much to ruin it in the past
two years. When we were in control
of the country’s affairs we kept the
country prosperous, the people had
plenty, the deposits in the Savings
Banks proved that, while we accumu­
lated surplus revenues of nearly four
million dollars. The Premier came in
and everything he put his hand to he
has blasted and ruined. The country
itself has only been saved from bank­
ruptcy for the moment by raising a
loan of six million dollars, the mer­
chants and business people have since
themselves been reduced from com­
fort to beggary. Thelmasses of the
people are face to face with starv­
ation, the outlook is worse than ever
it- was in the history of this country
and yet the author of all this talks of 

his patriotism and condemns us be­
cause we condemn him and those
around him who helped to reduce our
country to this wrecthed condition.
However, I do not think that the peo­
ple of Newfoundland who have had an
experience of his capacity since tak­
ing office, are going to take very seri­
ously his denunciation of us. What
they want now is that the Premier
and those around him will provide
some of these good things which he
promised eighteen months ago instead
of increasing taxation and reducing
wages which is the only policy he can
put forward at present.

And it being past midnight,
WEDNESDAY, August 10th.

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair
The Chairman from the Committee

of the Whole reported that the Com­
mittee had considered the matter to
them referred and had made some
progress and asked leave to sit again.

On motion, this report was receiv­
ed and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

The Chairman from the Committee
of the Whole on Supply reported cer­
tain Resolutions which were read a
first time as follows: —

Department of Posts and Tele­
graphs, 51330,406.41 ; Department Cus­
toms, 5515,936.66; Department Agri­
culture & Mines, 592,500.00; Depart­
ment Finance, $2487,658.84.

The said Resolutions being read a
second time it was moved and sec­
onded that the House concur with the
Committee therein and the said Re­
solutions were agreed to.

Pursuant to order and on motion of
Sir J. C. Crosbie the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend Chapter 72 of the Con­
solidated Statutes (Third Series') en­
titled “Of Illegitimate Children” was
read a second time and it was ordered
that it be referred to a Committee of
the Whole presently.

Whereupon, on motion of Sir J. C,
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Crosbie and with unanimous consent
the House resolved itself into a Com­
mittee of the Whole to consider the
Bill entitled “Of Illegitimate Child­
ren.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received,
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, on motion of Sir J. C.
Crosbie, and with unanimous consent)
of the House, the Bill entitled “Of Il­
legitimate Children,” was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that it be engrossed, being entitled as
above, and that it be sent the Legis­
lative Council with a message re­
questing the concurrence of that body
in its provisions.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Vinnicombe gave Notice of

Question.
The remaining orders of the day

were deferred.
It was moved and seconded that

when the House rises it adjourn till
this morning at 11 o’clock.

The House adjourned accordingly.

WEDNESDAY, August 10.
The House met at three of the clock

in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

Sir M. P. Cashin gave Notice of
Question.

MR. VINNICOMBE asked Hon. the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs (1)
If the mail clerks have as yet receiv?
ed their uniforms which are consid­
ered part of their remuneration; (2)
If anyone in his Department is im­
porting cloth, for the making of thesq 

uniforms and if so does he consider it
right for a Government official to
come into competition with business
men in this city.

On motion the Bill to Regulate Cold|
Storage was withdrawn from the Or­
der Paper.

Pursuant to order and on motion o»
Hon. the Prime Minister the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on Ways and Means.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com-,

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
And it being past midnight,

THURSDAY, August 11th.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
certain Resolutions and asked leave
to sit again.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it. was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter, the Bill entitled “An Act further
to Amend the Revenue Act 1905” was
introduced and read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled "An
Act to amend the Revenue Act, 1905”
was read a second time and it was or­
dered that it be referred to a Com­
mittee of the Whole House presently,

Whereupon, the House resolved it,
self into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill entitled “An Act to
amend the Revenue Act 1905.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com,

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that 
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the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled "An
Act to amend the Revenue Act 1905”
was read a third time and passed, and
it was ordered that the said BUI be
engrossed being entitled as above, and
that it be sent to the Legislative
Council with a message requesting
the concurrence of that body in its
provisions.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister, the Bill entitled "An Act Re->
specting a Tax on Goods sold in New­
foundland” was introduced and read a
first time and ordered to be read a
second time presently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled "Al)
Act Respecting a Tax on Goods Sold
in Newfoundland” was read a second
time and it was ordered that it be re­
ferred to a Committee of the Whole.
House presently.

Whereupon, the House resolved it­
self into a Committee of the Wholq
to consider the Bill entitled “An Act
Respecting a Tax on Goods Sold in
Newfoundland.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had,
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it .was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting a Tax on Goods Sold
in Newfoundland" was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that the said Bill be engrossed being
entitled as above, and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a mes­
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­

ter the Bill entitled “An Act Respect­
ing the Salaries of Civil Servants”
was introduced and read a first time
and ordered to be read a second time
presently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Salaries of Civil
Servants” was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to
a Committee of the Whole House pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the House resolved it­
self into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill entitled “An Act Re­
specting the Salaries of Civil Ser­
vants."

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that thev had considered the
matter to them referred, and had pass­
ed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act Respecting the Salaries of .Civil
Servants” was read a third , time and
passed, and it was ordered that the
said Bill be engrossed being entitled
as above, and that it be sent to the
Legislative Council with a message
requesting the concurrence of that
body in its provisions.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min­
ister, the Bill entitled “An Act to am­
end the Income War Tax Act 1918”
was introduced and read a first time
and ordered to be read a second tims
presently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Income' War Tax
Act 1918” was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to
a Committee of the Whole House pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the House resolved it-
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self into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill entitled “An Act to
amend (he Income War Tax Act
1918.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.
The Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Income War Tax
Act. 1918” was read a third time and
passed, and it was ordered that the
said Bill be engrossed being entitled
as above, and that it be sent to the
Legislative Council with a message
requesting the concurrence of that
body in its provisions.

Pursuant to Order and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Corpmittee of tho
Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
Tito Chairman from the Committee

reported that they had onsidered thq
matter 1o them referred, and had pass­
ed certain Resolutions and asked
leave to sit again.

On motion this report was received,
and adopted and it was ordered that
the Committee have leave to sit again.

The' Chairman from the Committee
of the Whole on Supply reported cer­
tain Resolutions which were read a
first time as follows:—

Supplemental Supply, $1,364,961.83,
The said Resolutions being read a

second time it was moved ,and sec­
onded that the House concur with tho
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Committee therein and the said Re­
solutions were agreed to.

On motion of Hon. the Prime Minis­
ter the Bill entitled “An Act for grant­
ing to His Majesty certain sums of
money for defraying certain expenses
of the Public Service for the Finan­
cial Years ending respectively, the
30th day of June 1921 and for tho
30th day of June 1922, and for other
purposes relating to the Public Ser»
vice" was introduced and read a first,
time and ordered to be read a second
time presently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “Ar,
Act for granting to His Majesty cer­
tain sums of money for defraying cer­
tain expenses of the Public Service
for the Financial Years ending rei
spectively, the 30th day of June 1921,
and the 30th day of June 1922, and for
other purposes relating to the Public
Service.”

The Bill was read a second time and
it was ordered that it be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the House resolved it­
self into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill entitled “An Act for
granting to His Majesty certain sums
of money for defraying certain ex­
penses of the Public Service for the
financial years ending respectively, the
30th day of June 1921, and the 30th
day of June 1922 and for other pur­
poses relating to the Public Service.”

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hibbs took the Chair of Com­

mittee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Committes

reported that they had considered tho
matter to them referred, and had
passed the Bill without amendment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and it was ordered that
the said Bill be read a third time pre­
sently.

Whereupon, the Bill entitled “An
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Act for granting to His Majesty cer­
tain sums of money for defraying cer­
tain expenses of the Public Service
for the Financial Years ending re­
spectively the 30th day of June 1921;
and the 30th day of June 1922 and for
other purposes relating to the Public
Service,” was read a third time and
passed and it was ordered that it bo
engrossed being entitled as above and
that it be sent to the Legislative Coun­
cil with a message requesting the con­
currence of that body in its provisions.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Friday afternoon at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

FRIDAY, August 12th.
The House met at 3 of the clock in

the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

HON. MINISTER OF SHIPPING.—
I beg to present a petition, Mr. Speak­
er, from the pepopie of Perry’s Cove
and other points in Bay de Verde, ask­
ing the Government to appoint a com­
mission to deal with the rates charged
for the lighting system. It appears
the company doing the lighting have
raised the rates and the peoplpe pro­
test and ask that the Government look
into the matter.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS.—I beg
to present a petition from Carbonear
and Freshwater on the same subject.

HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION.
—I beg to present a petition from Bay
Roberts, Hr. Grace and Spaniard’s
Bay on the same subject

MR. ABBOTT.—I wish to present a
petition from Glovertown re the main
road; also from Broad Cove as to re­
pairs to the public wharf and also
from Spiller’s Cove to the repair of
the road.

MR. SULLIVAN.—I wish to present
a petition Mr. Speaker, from the re­
sidents of Haystack, Spencer’s Cove 

and Bruly for $500 to repair the road
which is at present in such a condi­
tion as to make travel by it almost
impossible. Owing to the fishery be­
ing a blank the work is needed and
if the Government can see their way
clear to allocate the amount it will be
greatly appreciated as the pepopie are
destitute. The petition is representa­
tively signed, particularly by the
Road Board. There is also a petition
from hundreds of peoplpe as to the
road from Famish Cove to the sta­
tion. It is in a similar condition to
that at Haystack and the reason for
asking for it is that the people must
get employment somewhere. I have
pleasure in referring this to the Min­
ister of Works and asking that it re­
ceive his attention and if any funds
are voted for relief works I feel sure
these people will be given a fair
deal. I might say that Little Hr.
East has only some kind of a cowpath
to the railway and ask for $1,000 to
finish it. It is impossible to travel by
it now. I understand they wrote the
Hon. Prime Minister and he said some
$25,000 had been cut out for such
work and no doubt they will receive
their share. They are bankrupt as
far as the special grant is concerned
as they got only $25,000 for supplies.
Regular main line grants ought to be
provided in future and then there
would be no trouble. I mention this
as they might think there is discrim-
ation. .

MR. WALSH.—I have great plea­
sure in supporting what Mr. Sullivan
has said. I am familiar with the sec­
tions referred to and think the sum of
$500 is very modest. The road is
about three miles long and cuts off
8 or 10 miles around the headlands.
The conditions there are the same as
throughout the Island; there is lack of
employment and something mustohe
found to allow these people to pro­
vide necessaries for their families.
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The wharves, roads, etc., should
he attended to and I think now
is the opportunity for me to make a
similar appeal for these people to
that of Mr. Sullivan. Day after day
we hear of men being sent to Deer
Lake and Badger. I have no doubt but
that this Government will be called
upon to pay for transportation foi
men from Placentia and other Bays
to Deer Lake and Badger Brook. I
have already pointed out in this As­
sembly what a wilful waste of money
that would be, whereas these men
could be more profitably employed on
local works in their own districts. The
petition asking for a road from Fam-
ish Cove to the railway is one that
ought not be turned down by any
Government, because the building of
such a road will not only benefit the
people living in that immediate local­
ity but would be advantageous to the
entire people of Placentia Bay. The
petition is signed largely by influen­
tial and representative people.

With regard to the other request for
making repairs to the road between
Spencer Cove and Haystack. In 1919
when we had control of our propor­
tionate part of special grants passed
by this legislature we promised our
constituents that $500 would be allo­
cated for the completion of that road.
Unfortunately, our party went down
to defeat and we have not been in a
position to carry out our promise. But
now that the Government have em­
barked upon the policy of relief works
I trust that the Executive will give
this road that I referred to their
most serious and sympathetic consid­
eration. I have much pleasure Mr.
Speaker, in supporting the petitions so
ably presented by my colleague.

MR. BENNETT.—Mr. Speaker, with
your permission I would like to refer
to a certain matter, which, while un­
der discussion on Wednesday night
when Ways and Means were being 

dealt with 1 did not happen to be in
the House. I want to put myself on
record as being in favor of the remis­
sion of the duty of gas coal imported
by the Gas Company. This Company
has been working under extreme dif­
ficulties and was now trying to estab­
lish itself firmly and on its behalf I
would ask the Prime Minister for the
most favorable consideration of the
Executive Government. The Company
gave a considerable amount of employ­
ment and some quid pro quo arrange­
ment should be made between the
Government and the Municipal Coun­
cil in the matter. I hold in my hand
a memorandum setting forth certain
facts in connection with the claim of
that Company and which I shall read
for the House. (Reads Statement from
Secretary of Gas Company.!

’HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, I am very glad that my
colleague for St. John's West, Mr.
Bennett, should have joined in the
same expression of opinion that Mr.
Higgins, the senior member for St.
John’s East, and myself gave this mat­
ter a few days ago. As I have already
intimated that whilst I am in favour
of helping the Gas Company by the re­
mission of the duty on gas coal, 1,
would point out that this is not a tax
collected, by the Government but it
was collected by the City Council, and,
consequently, was primarily a matter
for the Municipality. However, I hope
within a very early date that the mat­
ter will be seriously considered to the
best interests of all concerned.

Mr. Speaker informed the House
that he had received a message from
the Legislative Council acquainting
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the Bills sent up entitled re­
spectively:—

“An Act to amend Chapter 82 of the
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series)
entitled ‘Of Illegitimate Children’.”
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“An Act to amend the Income War
Tax Act 1918.”

“An Act Respecting the Salaries of
Civil Servants.”

"An Act for granting to His Majesty
certain sums of money for defraying
certain expenses of the Public. Ser­
vice for the financial years ending re­
spectively: the 30th day of June, 1912i
and the 30th day of June 1922, and for
other purposes relating to the Public
Service.”

“An Act respecting a Tax on Goods
Sold in Newfoundland.”

“An Act further to amend the Re­
venue Act 1905,” without amendment.,

Petitions were presented by:
Mr. Cave from Bay de Verde re vari­

ous matters.
Hon. Mr. Halfyard from Trinity rs

various matters.
Hon. Dr. Barnes from Bay Roberts

re various matters.
Mr. Abbott from Bonavista re vari­

ous matters.
Mr. Sullivan from Haystack re Road

matters.
Mr. Sullivan from Famish Cove re

Road matters.
At a quarter to four of the clock,

the C-entleman Usher of the Black Rod
appeared at the Bar of the House with
a message from His Excellency, the
Governor, commanding the attendance
of the House in the Council Chamber
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and tin,
House attended His Excellency in the
Council Chamber.

Mr Speaker at the Bar of the Couri;
cil Chamber addressed His Excellency
as fohows;—

May it Please Your Excellency.--
The House of Assembly has voted the
Supply required to enable the Gov­
ernment to defray the Expenses of the
Public Service. In the name of the
House of Assembly, I present the fol­
lowing Bills for your Excellency’s as­
sent:—

"An Act for granting to His M-i- 

jesty certain sums of money for 'c-
fraying certain expenses of the Pub­
lic Service, for the Financial Ve-i"s
ending respectively, the 30th day of
June 1921, and the .iOth day of June.
1922, arid for other put poses relating
to the Publi Service.

“An Act to provide foi the Tempor­
ary Operation of the Nfld. Railway.”

“An Act for the Comirmation of An
Agreement between the Government
and the Dominion Iren and Steel Com­
pany. and the Nova Scotia Steel and
Coal Company, Limited.”

“An Act Respecting a Tax on Goods
sold in Newfoundland.'

“An Act further to amend the Re­
venue Act 1905.”

“An Act respecting the Salaries of
Civil Servants.”

“An Act to amend the Income War
Tax Act 1918.”

“An Act to amend Chapter 72 of the
Consolidated Statutes (third series)
entitled ‘Of Illegitimate Children’.”

“An Act to indemnify the St. John’s
Municipal Commission for Acts done
in connection with recent Public
Works.

“An Act to amend the War Measures
Act, 1914.”

“An Act respecting Fishery Supplies
for the current season.”

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
Monday afternoon, Dec. 12th at three
of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord­
ingly.

MONDAY, December 12th, 1921.
The House met at 3 of the clock in

the afternoon pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, since our adjournment
in August last there lias passed away
from our Legislative halls a gentle­
man who during his long lifetime has 
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occupied an important position in the
commercial life of the community.

The passing of the Hon. John
Browning in early September has
meant a substantial loss to tlie indus­
trial and general commercial life of
our Colony. His father, Mr. Gilbert
Browning, was the founder of the firm
of G. Browning and Son, and he whom
we now mourn succeeded to the man­
agement of the business on the death
of his father some years ago. Hon.
John Browning was a.native of the
Island, and during his life has done
much towards the Colony’s develop­
ment. He was a man of sterling char­
acter, business ability, and consider­
able intellectual vigour. His was an
independence of thought that express­
ed itself, entirely irrespective of op­
position. He was the type of man
who made close friends and determin­
ed foes, as he himself was a loyal
friend and an aggressive opponent.

During the War Hon. Mr. Browning
was prominently identified with the
Patriotic Association. He was a mem­
ber of several of its most important
committees and devoted a very great
share of earnest effort to patriotic
work. His wife was prominently iden­
tified with the Women’s Patriotic or­
ganization, and gave unstintedly, both
of time, money and effort, in the in­
terests of our forces, both naval and
military. The passing of Mr. Brown­
ing has brought very closely to my
own mind the realization of the fact
that no matter what may be the friend­
ships or antagonisms of life, no mat­
ter’ how closely men may be identified
in business associations or in public
life, no matter how aggressive may be
the competition in political and com­
mercial activities, there is, neverthe­
less for each and all of us one com­
mon leveller which we call death, for
the time will come when over each
will be said the final words: “Ashes
to ashes, dust to dust.” In the case 

of the death of Mr. Browning, I feel
this particularly, because it is less
than two short years ago that I wait­
ed upon Mr. Browning at his home
and asked him to permit me to submit
his name to His Excellency the Gov­
ernor for appointment by His Majesty
the King as a member of the Legisla­
tive Council of Newfoundland. He
served his country in the capacity of
Councillor for one session, that of the
year 1920, and now, befQre the termin­
ation of the session of 1921, he has
passed that epoch in life which we,
mistakenly I think, call death. He
has stepped out from that infinitely
small period of eternity which we
call time to what we all believe is a
higher, nobler and more efficient field
of activity of the nature of which we
know so little.

To his widow and his sisters who
mourn him, and to all those to whom
his life was dear, I extend on behalf
of the House a word of heartfelt sym­
pathy.

I beg to submit for the considera­
tion of the House the following
motion:—

RESOLVED,—That this House de­
sires to record the expression of its
deep regret at the death, since last
sitting of the Legislature, of the Hon.
John Browning, sometime member of
the Legislative Council.

RESOLVED.—That a copy of this
Resolution be forwarded to the rela­
tives of the deceased Hon. Gentleman.

At four of the clock the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod appeared at
the Bar of the House with a message
from His Excellency the Governor
commanding the attendance of the
House in the Council Chambers.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and the
House attended His Excellency in the
Council Chamber, when His Excel­
lency was pleased to make the follow­
ing Speech to both branches of the
Legislature: —
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Mr. President and Hon. Gentlemen of
the Legislative Connell:

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:

It was your expressed desire in Aug­
ust last that the Legislative should
stand adjourned till late in the year in
case some trade crisis should demand
immediate action. Happily this has
not occurred, and I am glad to be able
to announce that it is now possible to
relieve you from further Legislative
duties during this session, and par­
ticularly so, in view of the fact that
within the next ten or twelve weeks
you will be summoned again to youi
duties. Since the adjournment in
August last, there has been consider­
able improvement in trade, and the
outlook is much brighter to-day than
it was four months ago.

The facilities provided by the Act
regarding Fishery Supplies helped
considerably in establishing confid­
ence, and both merchants and fisher­
men entered actively into the prosecu­
tion of this important industry. I am
glad to be able to state that the catch
has been an average one, and that sat­
isfactory prices have been realized In
the foreign markets.

The Agricultural returns during the
past season have been above the aver­
age. The various Root Crops have
given good yields, while Hay Crop,
so essential for the keeping of stock,
is the best for some years.

Under the Act for the temporary
operation of the Railway, a General
Manager was appointed by the Reid
Newfoundland Company.

He resigned after a few days, but is
now acting in the capacity of Chair­
man of the Railway Operating Com­
mittee of the Reid Company director­
ate, and, in conference with other
Railway officials, is endeavouring to
secure the more economic operation
of our Railway, so that, while giving
reasonable and proper service, the de­

ficit on operation may be reduced to
as low a figure as possible.

It will gratify you to learn that the
fiscal returns for that portion of the
year which has gone have exceeded
the Estimates which my Ministers
made during the earlier period of this
session. The retrenchment in the
public service, and the other econom­
ies effected will it is anticipated, en­
able the Finance Minister to show a
substantial surplus at the end of the
present fiscal year.

My Ministers have given earnest
consideration to the question of un­
employment, so prevalent, not only in
Newfoundland, but in all countries.

Unfortunately, the suffering from
unemployment has been accentuated
by the exceptional storms of the past
weeks.

My Ministers, however, have been
active in encouraging contracts with
large employers of labour in the di­
rection of the cutting of lumber, the
repair of wharves, and the carrying
out of other useful public works, in
order that avenues of employment,
during the winter months, may be
opened to those peoplpe who are un­
able, without such help to provide
sufficiently for their families during
the winter. The financial situation is
steadily becoming easier. With the
opening of next spring, it may reason­
ably be hoped that industries, which
are at present employing a partial
staff, will be increasing their opera­
tions, and taking on more men. The
prices of all commodities will be low­
er, and a general commercial and in­
dustrial improvement shall be mani­
fest.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the

Honourable House of Assembly:
I have to thank you for the zealous

attention which you have given to the
question of the supplies for the Public
Service.

While endeavouring to bring the ex­
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penditures to the lowest possible fig­
ure in the various Departments, you
have been careful that the public ser­
vice shall not suffer. The supplies
which you have provided will be dis­
pensed with due regard to economy
and efficiency.
Mr. President and Hon. Gentlemen of

the Legislative Council:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the

Honourable House of Assembly:
In taking leave of you at the close

of this session, I desire to express my 

sincere wish for your prosperity and
general welfare.

After which the Honourable the
President of the Legislative Council
by command of His Excellency the
Governor, said: —

Gentlemen:—It is His Excellency
the Governor’s will and pleasure that
this General Assembly be now pro­
rogued until Friday the Twentieth day
of January next then and here to be
holden, and this General Assembly
stands prorogued accordingly.
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PROCEEDINGS
of the

Legislative Council of Newfoundland

SESSION 1921
WEDNESDAY, March 30th, 1921.

This being the day appointed by
Proclamation for the meeting of the
Legislature.

At five minutes to three o’clock
p.m. the Council met.

At three o’clock p.m. His Excellency
the Governor, Sir C. Alexander Harris,
K.C.M.G., etc., having arrived at the
Council Chamber and being seated on

the Throne, the Hon. the President
commanded the Gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod to proceed to the Com­
mons House of Assembly and inform
the Speaker and Members thereof that
it is His Excellency’s will and pleasure
that they attend at the Bar of this
House; and they being come thereto,
His Excellency was pleased to open
with the following speech to both
Houses:

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of The Honourable House of Assembly:

On this fourth occasion of addressing you at the opening of the
annual session of the Legislature it is my first desire to express my
sincere regret at the loss which has been sustained by the death of a
member of the Legislative Council, who, though he was a junior in
that body, was one of the most experienced business men and able
speakers in this Colony.

The policy of the regulation of the marketing of the Colony’s
staple product which passed the House of Assembly in the summer of
last year, without dissenting vote, was placed in the hands of the
Codfish Exportation Board created for that purpose by the Act. The
practical application by the Board of the policy so unanimously adopt­
ed has met with difficulties adventitious as well as those inherent in all
policies which seek to regulate the trade of nations. I feel quite cer­
tain that should the matter come before you as legislators you will
approach its consideration with one ambition only, namely, the wel­
fare of Newfoundland, her commerce and her people.
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A year ago I called your attention to the fact that the long­
standing dispute between the Colony and the Province of Quebec had,
by agreement between the parties, been referred to the adjudication
of His Majesty’s Privy Council. The final agreement to that effect
was signed in London by the Attorney General of Canada and my
Attorney General in November last, and substantial progress has
already been made in the preparation of the Colony’s case.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of The Honourable House of Assembly:

The Revenue for the last fiscal year showed a substantial surplus
over all expenditures, but it is to be anticipated that the world depres­
sion, which we with all other countries must necessarily share, a de­
pression which is the natural aftermath of war, will cause a large
shrinkage in revenue for the current fiscal year. The revenue is so
largely dependent upon ad valorem duties on imports that, while the
finances of the Colony benefited largely by the greatly increased cost
of imported goods during rhe war and immediately afterwards, this
present readjustment of world conditions with largely reduced cost
of goods must have a corresponding effect in reducing customs
returns.

My Ministers have had this necessary readjustment of expendi­
tures to income under careful consideration. The Estimates of expen­
ditures and the Budget for the next fiscal year to be submitted to you
will indicate the efforts which my Ministers have made to deal with
the financial problems which you have to face in the readjustment of
the Colony’s expenditures, so that the great annual burden which the
war has entailed may be met without curtailment and the necessary
public services efficiently maintained. This will necessitate tempor­
ary curtailment of certain large expenditures which previous adminis­
trations felt justified in undertaking out of the inflated revenues of
the war period, and such rigid economy as is consistent with the satis­
factory maintenance cf the various essential public services.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of The Honourable House of Assembly:

My Ministers have kept in close touch with the Imperial authori­
ties in the matter of Newfoundland claims against the German Gov­
ernment and I anticipate that certain legislation intended to har­
monize the Statute laws of Newfoundland with those of Great Britain
in the matter of the collection of the German indemnity will be sub­
mitted to you for consideration in due course.

The Prime Minister of Great Britain has expressed his desire to 
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meet the Prime Ministers of all the self-governing Dominions of the
Empire for conference in London on important imperial business in
Jue next. My Prime Minister has authorised me to accept the invita­
tion on his behalf. I appreciate the great importance of Britain’s
oldest Colony being represented at this conference.

You will be invited to consider a Bill to amend the Crown Lands
Act to permit the exportation of certain pulp wood cut during the past
winter, and an important Bill submitted by the Social Service Council
relating to the welfare of children.

The Charter for the City of St. John’s will, I am informed, be
introduced at an early date, so that its many provisions may be fully
discussed, and, it is hoped, finally dealt with at this session.

The subject of inland and coastal transportation will come before
you, and reports will be submitted in the matter of the coal possibili­
ties of the Island. An important arrangement is under consideration
in connection with the exploration of oil areas and it is probable that
sufficient progress will be made to submit a Bill in relation thereto
within the course of a few weeks.

I trust that, under the guidance of Divine Providence, your delib­
erations may tend to the welfare and prosperity of this Colony.

HON. MR. SHEA:—Since we last
met death has removed from the As­
sembly one of its most prominent
members in the person of Mr. Walter
Baine Grieve. It is hardly necessary
for me to speak to you of the position
that Mr. Grieve held in this commun­
ity, or of the leading place that Mr.
Grieve’s firm held in the commercial
life of this Colony. For more than a
century the names of Baine, John­
ston & Co. and Grieve have been
closely identified with the trade of
Newfoundland and have been inti­
mately connected with every new en­
terprise in the development of this
country, and for more than forty years
Mr. Grieve has occupied a foremost
place in the public and commercial
life of St. John’s. There was no busi­
ness firm in the trade whose name
stood higher or whose history was
more honourable than that of Baine,
Johnston & Co. They were at the top
of nearly every business enterprise of 

any moment that has been established
in the Colony for the past fifty years,
and their name stood for all that was
generous and honourable and the
gentleman whose loss we deplore to­
day was one of the leading lights in
this distinguished firm. Personally, I
was privileged to be on intimate terms
of friendship with Mr. Grieve for over
forty years, and during that long
period I always found him a true,
loyal and generous friend.

I feel sure that the resolution that
it is my sad duty to submit to you
this afternoon, will be fully endorsed
by every member of this Council.

Following is the resolution:
RESOLVED—That the House re­

cords its sense of deep sorrow and re­
gret for the death of the late Honour­
able Walter Baine Grieve, C.B.E.,
through whose decease this Council
has sustained the loss of one of its
most valued members and the com-
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munity at large one of its most valued
citizens;

FURTHER RESOLVED—That a
copy of this resolution be transmitted
to the family of the late Honourable
Walter Baine Grieve, C.B.E., express­
ing the sympathy of the Council with
them in their bereavement.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—I avail of the
opportunity to express my profound
regret upon the loss which the country
has sustained through the death of the
Hon. Mr. Grieve. The Grim Reaper
has indeed been very busy during the
past few years amongst the members
of the Council, and the loss sustained
in the business and public life of
Newfoundland has been very great.
The Hon. Mr. Grieve was a prominent
figure in the political and commercial
life of the country; and from early
manhood, his activities extended over
a wide field, embracing almost every
department of public affairs in the
country that he loved so well and
whose welfare he always endeavoured
to pormote. His passing removes
from our midst a name which has been
connected with the business life of the
country for the past century, a name
which must always, in the annals of
this country, be associated with phil-
anthrophy, and a broad spirit of tolera­
tion, a name which I feel assured will
be held in grateful remembrance by
the people of this country for many
years to come. Not alone was the de­
ceased a man of culture and intellect,
but he brought to bear, in debate and
council, the tremendous weight that
attaches to an experience of over fifty

.years spent in the public and com­
mercial life of the Colony. It is dur­
ing a crisis, such as the present, in
the economic and business life of the
Colony, that his ripe experience and
his wise counsel would have been of
incalculable value, not alone in our
Legislative halls, but in our commer­
cial life, where such men as Walter

Baine Grieve are now most sorely
needed.

Mr. Grieve was a keen student of
affairs, and his speeches demonstrate
the thoroughness of his knowledge and
the culture of his intellect. One could
see at a glance that he was something
more than a successful business man;
he was the possessor of a generous
and kindly heart; his sympathy and his
charity knew not the artificial bound­
aries of class or creed. Far too liberal'
was he to admit of such distinctions;
and his political life was marked by
the same kindly characteristics. He
personified the spirit of toleration, and
it was this characteristic which in an
especial degree endeared him to all
and formed friendships which lasted
throughout life. The memory of his
generosity and his kindliness of spirit
will long remain green; we shall not
soon forget the kindly gentleman, the
ripe scholar, the ready and able de­
bater, the capable, business man, who
was so lately amongst us, and whose
eloquence and wisdom were such ac­
quisitions to the debates of this Cham­
ber.

In a wider sphere the ability and de­
bating power of our deceased member
would have undoubtedly won him
fame; nature had endowed him with
all the qualities necessary for success,
and education had developed within
him those attributes so essential to
one called upon to take an active part
in the politicl life of a country.

His death severs a link with the
past; for over fifty years he was ac­
tively engaged in the commercial life
of the Colony, and upwards of forty
years have elapsed since he entered
the public life of Newfoundland.
Apart from his inherent ability and
force of character, the length and
variety of his public services would
alone have secured for him a con­
spicuous place in our public records.
Why need I dwell upon these phases 
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of his many-sided character; for there
are stronger links of remembrance
than any which a mere official record
may bestow. His kindly nature, his
courtly charm of manner, his broad
sympathy, his generosity cannot fade
from our memories for many years to
come.

The loss of such a plan creates a
gap in our public councils which it
will not be easy to fill. It is but too
true that our deceased member has
passed to a better land; ours has been
the loss, his the gain; it is also but too
true that men of the type of Walter
Baine Grieve are all too rapidly pass­
ing away. How sad is it for us year
after year to contemplate the loss of
such sturdy oaks as a Goodridge or a
Grieve, of men who realized that there
was something more laudable in life
than the accumulation of wealth and
the promotion of one’s selfish ends to
the exclusion of the common good.

Let us, therefore, find fresh bonds
of patriotism, unselfishness and union
in the contemplation of the memory of
our deceased member; let us imitate
his generosity and kindliness, and let
us emulate him in that broad spirit of
toleration which was such a marked
characteristic of his public and private
life.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Mr.
President, it is a melancholy privilege
to identify oneself with the motion be­
fore the Chair, and to add a word to
the tributes paid to the memory of one
who was a respected and valued mem­
ber of this House and a worthy and
distinguished citizen. While naturally
in a newspaper career of thirty years
I came into more or less frequent con­
tact with the deceased, there are
others here who can speak more inti­
mately and with more knowledge and
understanding of him as a commercial
man and as a citizen of the older gen­
eration than I can, and I would devote
my few remarks to a review of his 

services as a war worker, in which ca­
pacity I had the honour to be associ­
ated with him from the outbreak of
the struggle up to almost the very
hour of his death. We were fellow
workers of the Finance Committee of
the Patriotic Association, which, dur­
ing the first three years of the war,
handled all the Colony’s expenditure
for the Newfoundland Regiment and
also on the Board of Trustees of the
Patriotic Fund, which disbursed the
amounts contributed by the people of
the country towards the maintenance
of the families of those who went on
active service. In both these capacities
which entailed laborious and unceas­
ing work, the late Mr. Grieve spent
himself freely. He gave zealous and
indefatigable service, and he was al­
ways ready to sacrifice every other
consideration to the forwarding of the
business of these two organizations.

After the death of the original
Chairman, the late Honourable John
Harris, and the pressure of other pub­
lic business on the shoulders of Sir
Michael Cashin, Mr. Grieve took over
the duties of what I might call the
Executive Chairmanship, and filled
them with conspicuous fidelity until
his failing health forbade further ef­
fort (when they were assumed by our
Hon. friend, Mr. Browning), and in
my last conversation with Mr. Grieve,
some three weeks before he passed
away, one of his keen regrets was that
he was unable to attend the meetings
of the Patriotic Fund Trustees, which
still have to be held at intervals of
every two or three weeks to deal with
the claims for assistance which event­
uate from time to time. In addition to
that I was associated with him in the
work of the Recruiting Committees, of
which he performed the secretarial
duties for a goodly period until the
burden was such that he could no
longer bear it unaided. Again we
were colleagues on the committee for 
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the organization of the Forestry Bat­
talion, in which he functioned as
Chairman, and he and I had the hon­
our to be selected to confer with the
then Governor in regard to features of
the organization which were provoking
a certain degree of friction, and we
were likewise fellow workers on the
Imperial Red Cross Committee.

In all these capacities one could not
fail to be struck with certain charac­
teristics of the deceased, his gentle-
maness, his tactfulness, his humane­
ness, his broad-mindedness. Of the
first it will suffice to say, I think, that
there will be universal agreement that
he was one of nature’s gentlemen, a
man whose urbanity, courtesy and
agreeable demeanour, inevitably
struck all with whom he was brought
into contact. I never heard him speak
ill of any or even slightingly of those
whom less considerate people would
have found a target for contemptuous
criticism. His tactfulness was ex­
hibited in countless instances in the
interviews in which he took part, the
conferences in which he was associ­
ated and the various undertakings en-
terprised by him in connection with
our war work and philantropic mat­
ters generally in the community for
many years past. His humaneness
was made manifest to those of us
working with him on the Patriotic
Fund by the fact that in every doubt­
ful case which arose during the whole
period of its existence he invariably
used his voice and his vote on behalf
of the dependents of those on active
service and his appeal ever was to
consider the wives and children and
the other relatives of the party in
question and to give them the benefit
of the doubt. His broad-mindedness
was shown by the fact that he filled
so many prominent positions not alone
in regard to the war but in regard to
every phase of the activities of the
community. A proof of that is though 

he was a devoted adherent of his own
church he enjoyed, to an exceptional
degree, the confidence and the good
will of people of every class and creed
and condition amongst us.

It is probably the fact that the seri­
ous illness from which he suffered
two or three years ago and which com­
pelled him to spend a winter in the
south was due in part to the strain in­
volved in carrying on these various
undertakings while at the same time
he gave the required attention to the
demands of his large and extensive
business and those of us who were
working with him immediately rea­
lized in recent months that he was
failing in health though few expected
that the end would come so suddenly.
Moreover he undertook with Sir John
Crosbie and the late Honourable John
Harvey the exacting duties associated
with the effort to successfully market
our codfish in the latter period of the
war when great difficulties were ex­
perienced in that regard and this in­
volved daily conferences and the
closest attention to problems of the
gravest character seriously affecting
the welfare of the whole country. No
doubt his end was also hastened by
the death of Ms only son, one of the
first to volunteer in the Newfoundland
Regiment at the outbreak of the war
and whose untimely demise a few
months ago was due to disease result­
ing from wounds and hardships en­
dured in the Gallipoli Peninsula. This
blow coming to our good friend at a
time when he had reached the alloted
span of life as given by a Psalmist,
cannot but have contributed materially
in hastening his demise and saddening
his'declining days.

Mr. Grieve also gave of his sub­
stance with open handed generosity
for every purpose associated with the
war; as he did for every humane pur­
pose that has appealed to the com­
munity since he began business here 
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half a century ago. In later years he
has been conspicuous by his identifi­
cation with many of the larger pro­
jects launched here for philantropic
purposes and his benefactions were
always on a scale of princely munifi­
cence.

In his legislative career he played a
worthy part. His advent to this House
three or four years ago was the
second time he occupied a seat on its
floor, he having been a member of
this Council nearly a generation ago
for a brief period, then he served two
years in the Lower House when he
entered as a member for Bonavista
and another as member for Trinity.
In 1893 he sought the suffrages of the
country as one of the leaders of what
was known as the Grieve-Monroe
party and it is interesting to speculate
on what would have happened had he
carried the country in that contest
and been afforded an opportunity to
show his qualities in a high office of
state for which he had many conspicu­
ous qualifications. However the privi­
lege of serving his native country in
that capacity was denied him. A cir­
cumstance in no way to his discredit
and that he maintained no grievance
is shown by the fact that after hio call
to this House in 1918 he brought to
the discharge of his duties here an
earnestness and a patriotism signally
displayed in the discussions of the last
session. He held strong opinions, but
expressed them with due consideration
for the rights and feelings of others
and looking back to-day through the
few brief months since this House last
sat we can see how prophetic were his
views in regard to some of the matters
which then demanded our attention.

Socially he was a man of great per­
sonal charm, with sunny temper and a
genial, cordial manner. He was one
with the literary quality well de­
veloped, it showed itself in his 

speeches which were marked by a
choiceness of diction rarely approach­
ed and in his writings which were
equally brilliant. He was a close, dis­
criminating student of literature and
he followed affairs in the world abroad
with a keen perception of the duties
and cross currents which move nations
and peoples in these days, which do so
much to try men’s souls. He was an
outstanding example of the finest type
of citizen, who as a captain of com­
merce, a legislator, a philantropist and
an eminent figure in the community,
had earned the good will of all.

That the earth may lay lightly on
his ashes and the green grass grow
above his grave is the heartfelt prayer
of all who knew and respected him.

I sincerely support the resolution of
condolence and join with previous
speakers in the expression of sym­
pathy to the bereaved ones.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—Mr.
President, I rise with pleasure to move
the appointment of a Select Committee
to draft a reply to the speech of His
Excellency the Governor delivered on
this occasion. Before doing so I wish
to join with honourable gentlemen of
this House in expressing the great loss
which has been sustained in the death
of Mr. Grieve—my acquaintance with
him was close upon a half a century.
I feel sure that the sympathy so elo­
quently expressed by the gentlemen
who have already spoken, is shared by
all who knew him. His work is o’er—
he now sleeps in a Silent City.

In moving the appointment of a
Select Committee, Mr. President, it is
not my intention at the present time to
review to any great extent the Coun­
try’s trade and Commerce—but briefly
to put forth a few ideas as they occur
to me. I shall deal with each para­
graph from the Speech.

Paragraph 1.—Refers to the loss
which the Legislative Council has 
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sustained through the loss of a mem­
ber during the past year.

Paragraph 2.—Mr. President, the
staple product of this country is the
source from which its prosperity
comes, we must not forget the fact
this Dominion has to face a period of
depression both in the value of our
imports and exports. If the policy of
the regulations which passed this
House, and the Lower House have not
been a success, and it is in the interest
of the country, that the bill be repeal­
ed, let it be done in the best of good
will—let unity and concord prevail in
both Houses and throughout the coun­
try.

Mr. President, section two of the
paragraph of the Speech from the
Throne refers to the policy of the
regulations of marketing the Colony’s
staple product, an Act which passed
the Lower House without a dissenting
vote, was placed in the hands of the
Codfish Exportation Board, and in the
carrying out of these regulations they'
have been met with difficulties ad­
ventitious as well as those inherent in
all policies which seek to regulate the
trade of nations.

Mr. President, I have been educated
at a school, where I was taught the
policy of Free Trade—Free Sales, and
a Free Market—in Trade and Com­
merce. I feel quite certain that should
the matter of these Regulations come
before us as Legislators they shall be
approached with one ambition only—
namely, the welfare of the Dominion
of Newfoundland, her commerce and
her people. I am glad the Govern­
ment has referred to the Regulations
in the speech delivered by His Excel­
lency this afternoon. The policy of
fixing prices by an Act of Parliament
has not been a great success nor yet
entirely a failure. The experience
gained the past year has been suf­
ficient, and costly enough for this
country to learn and to know—that we 

are not the only nation that produces
cod-fish. I am satisfied, Mr. Presi­
dent, that an honest effort has been
made by the Government associated
with the Fish Exporters to keep up the
value of our national product, both at
home and abroad. If a mistake has
been made—we must all share in that
mistake. The House of Assembly and
the Legislative Council have been
equally responsible. It is up to us
now to work together in harmony, and
the greatest cordiality for the future
welfare of the country. Every effort
must be made to retain our markets
abroad, we must ever remember that
cod-fish is an article of food, and
should be well cleaned and cured. The
following figures are interesting at the
present time, and will give the fisher­
men of the country some idea of the
prices in the past and something to 
consider for the future:

Year Dry Dry Value
Ended Cod Cod per

June 30 Quantity Value Qtl.
1909-10 1,502,269 $ 7,307,778 $ 4.86
1910-11 1,182,720 6,544,604 5.50
1911-12 1,388,178 8,001,703 6.00
1912-13 1,408,582 7,987,389 5.67
1913-14 1,247,214 8,071,899 6.47
1914-15 1,094,242 7,332,287 6.70
1915-16 1,421,327 10,394,041 7.31
1916-17 1,568,020 12,876,847 8.21
1917-18 1,821,206 18,829,560 10.34
1918-19 1,681,770 24,316,830 14.46
1919-20 1,788,015 22,677,625 12.69

The above figures show the wonder­
ful increase of our staple industry
(dry cod) particularly during the
years 1916 to 1919-20. Well might we
ask ourselves the question: Have we
reached the zenith of our prosperity—
what of the future? During the year
’19 and 1920 our imports were S5,-
567,950 more than our exports, natur­
ally our imports for the last six
months of 1920 and the first six
months of 1921 will show a great fall­
ing off in imports—especially in dry



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 11

goods and high priced goods—that pay
an advalorum duty. I am glad to note
the Government are viewing this situ­
ation from an economic standpoint
and will curtail in several departments
of the civil service, and large under­

takings. The following figures will
interest the trade—as they reflect what
this country has been doing during the
progress of the war—and since Armis­
tice to the end of the year—1919-1920:

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS
Year ended June 30th, of each Year

Year Imports Exports Total Trade
1913-14 ........ ........ $15,193,726 ........ ........ $15,134,543 ........ ........ $30,328,269
1914-15 ........ ........ 12,350,786 ........ ........ 13,136,880 ........ ........ 25,487,666
1915-16 ........ ........ 16,427,336 ........ ........ 18,869,493 ........ ........ 35,396,829
1916-17 ........ ........ 21,318,310 ........ ........ 22,381,762 ........ ........ 43,700,072
1917-18 ........ ........ 26,892,946 ........ ........ 30,153,517 ........ ........ 57,046,463
1918-19 ........ ........ 32,297,184 ........ ........ 36,784,616 ........ ........ 68,981,800
1919-20 ........ ........ 40,533,388 ........ ........ 34,865,438 ........ ........ 75,398,826

Mr. President, for the future of this
country I ask through this House,
amongst all classes of our people,
unity, concord and the greatest har­
mony in all departments of our na­
tional life. The Dominion of New­
foundland, like all parts of the British
Empire in fact, Mr. President, like the
whole world, we are bound to have, in
the very course of nature’s up’s and
down’s of our country’s trade and
commerce. The whole world is float­
ing on paper—the printing press to a
very large extent, has created the
world’s currency—so that to-day the
world floats on-paper—give the world
time—give our country time—we will
yet rise to our proper position; if we
only, in the best interest of our Island
Home—work in harmony, and try at
least to uphold our good name—both
at home and abroad. Give the coun­
try a chance to recover herself—from
the staggering blow of the great war
—and the reaction in values of her
trade, commerce and fiscal arrange­
ments of the Dominion.

Paragraph 3.—Our attention is
again called to the long-standing dis­
pute between this Colony and the
Province of Quebec. With His Ex­
cellency in his speech to-day we are 

glad to note that substantial progress
has already been made in the prepara­
tion of the Colony’s case.

The Labrador possesses valuable
cod, herring, trout and salmon fish­
eries. Pulp and paper mills have
been founded at Sandwich Bay and
Hamilton Inlet to deal with the al­
most inexhaustible supply of timber.
Our share in this settled territory for
Newfoundland will add a valuable as­
set to our country.

Paragraph 4. The revenue for the
last fiscal year showed a substantial
surplus, over all expenditures, but it is
anticipated that the world depression,
which is the natural aftermath of war,
will cause a large shrinkage in rev­
enue for the current fiscal year.

The revenue is largely dependent
upon ad valorem duties on imports,
while the finances of the Colony bene­
fited largely by the greatly increased
cost of imported goods during the war
and immediately afterwards, the pre­
sent readjustment of world conditions
with largely reduced cost of goods
must have a corresponding effect in
reducing Customs returns.

Paragraph 5 refers to the readjust­
ment of expenditures. Here we have 
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in sections 4 and 5 revenue and ex­
penditure.

In 1914 I had the pleasure of re­
viewing the finances of the country un­
der the Government of Sir Robert

Bond and of Sir Edward, now Lord
Morris. Since that time the revenue
has gone up with leaps and bounds,
especially during the war.

FOUR YEARS OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE
MORRIS GOVERNMENT

Year Revenue Expenditure Surplus
1909-10 ................ . $ 3,447,988 .... .............. $ 3,137,774 .... .............. $310,214
1910-11 ................ . 3,527,126 .... .............. 3,354,746 .... .............. 172,380
1911-12 ................ . 3,736,456 .... .............. 3,524,653 .... .............. 211,803
1912-13 .... ........... 3,919,440 .... .............. 3,803,561 .... .............. 115,479

$14,630,610 S13,820,734 $809,876

FOUR YEARS OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE
BOND GOVERNMENT

Year Revenue Expenditure Surplus
1904-5 .................. . $ 2,574,069 ................... $ 2,443,814 .... .............. $130,255
1905-6 .................. . 2,660,805 ................... 2,591,235 .... .............. 69,570
1906-7 .................. . 2,758,690 .................. 2,625,336 .... .............. 125,845
1907-8 .................. . 2,829,078 ................... 2,785,835 .... .............. 43,183

$10,823,642 SI 0,426,220 $368,853

Mr. President, at the present time I
have not before me the revenue and
expenditure for the years 1913, 1914,
1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1920, 1921.

Paragraph two of the Speech from
the Throne, I have referred at some
length to the value of our cod-fishery
and to our imports and exports—the
year 1919-20 amounting to over $75,-
000.000.

Mr. President, I entirely agree with
His Excellency’s gracious Speech from
the Throne to-day—the present condi­
tion of the country’s fiscal policy will
necessitate a temporary curtailment of
certain large expenditures which
previous administrations felt justified
in undertaking out of the inflated rev­
enues of the war period, and such
rigid economy as is consistent with
the satisfactory maintenance of the
various essential public services. In 

carrying out this policy—I ask for the
co-operation of all classes of our peo­
ple in order to put our country back
to its normal condition.

Paragraph 6 refers to the German
indemnity. Ihave heard it stated that
we should get an amount equal to our
national debt. Whatever amount is
due this country will be based on
actual adjustments of our losses on
destruction of shipping and other
claims at the Imperial Conference to
be held in June. I have no doubt but
this will be one of the many important
questions to be settled; our Prime
Minister who has been invited to at­
tend this Conference will see that
Newfoundland will get all that is com­
ing to her.

Mr. President, section 7 of the
speech delivered to-day by His Excel­
lency the Governor, refers to an in­
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vitation from the Prime Minister of
Great Britain to meet the Prime Min­
isters of all the self-governing Do­
minions of the Empire for Conference
in London on important business in
June next, and that His Excellency has
been authorised to accept the invita­
tion on behalf of our Prime Minister—
with His Excellency I join in appreci­
ating the great importance of Britain’s
Oldest Colony being represented at
this Conference, we shall look forward
with much interest to the work of our
Prime Minister, which, I am certain
will be for the well-being of our peo­
ple-and the prosperity of the country.

The Imperial Conference
Resolutions passed in the Confer­

ence of 1907 the work of 1911—at the
gathering of this Conference there
will be the best brains of the British
Empire to promote, build, and recon­
struct, the great destruction of the
World’s War. This country will be
ably represented by our brilliant young
Prime Minister. I wish him abundant
success,

Outline of the work done at an Im­
perial Conference, and some of the
many questions that come up for dis­
cussion—the Conference of 1921 will
be historical in many respects for the
well being of our common country and
the Empire.

At the last Imperial Conference the
following resolutions was passed:

“That it will be to the advantage of
the Empire if a Conference, to be
called the Imperial Conference, is
held every four years, at which ques­
tions of common interest may be dis­
cussed and considered as between His
Majesty’s Government and his Gov­
ernments of -the self-governing Do­
minions beyond the Seas. The Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom will
be ex-officio President, and the Prime
Ministers of the self-governing Do­
minions ex-officio members of the
Conference. The Secretary of State 
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for the Colonies will be an ex-officio
member of the Conference, and will
take the chair in the absence of the
President. He will arrange for such
Imperial Conferences after communi­
cation with the Prime Ministers of the
respective Dominions.

“Such other Ministers as the re­
spective Government may appoint will
also be members of the Conference—
it being understood that, except by
special permission of the Conference,
each discussion will be conducted by
not more than two representatives
from each Government and that each
Government will have only one vote.

“That it is desirable to establish a
system by which the several Govern­
ments represented shall be kept in­
formed during the periods between the
Conference in regard to matters which
have been or may be subjects for dis­
cussion, by means of a permanent sec­
retarial staff, charged, under the di­
rection of the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, with the duty of obtain­
ing information for the use of the
Conference, of attending to its resolu­
tions, and of conducting correspon­
dence on matters relating to its af­
fairs.

“That upon matters of importance,
requiring consultation between two or
more Governments which cannot con­
veniently be postponed until the next
Conference, or involving subjects of a
minor character or such as call for
detailed consideration, subsidiary Con­
ferences should be held between re­
presentatives of the Governments con­
cerned specially chosen for the pur­
pose.”

Lord Crewe, then Colonial Secre­
tary, sent out in February, 1909, let­
ters to the Governor-Generals and
Governors of Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Cape of Good Hope, Trans­
vaal Orange River Colony, Natal, and
Newfoundland saying:

“I have the honour to request that 
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you will invite your Ministers to take
into consideration the question of the
nature of the business which may use­
fully be discussed at the next meeting
of the Imperial Conference, with a
view to the suggestion of any subjects
which, in their opinion, should, in the
interests of the Empire at large, en­
gage its attention.

“That meeting, in accordance with
the first resolution of the last Confer­
ence, is fixed to be held in the course
of the year 1911, and it is desirable
that adequate time for previous pre­
paration should be given the case of
any subjects which may require in­
vestigation and the accumulation of
materials.”

The correspondence which has taken
place since 1907, and in answer to
Lord Crewe’s letter, is set out.

Resolution 2 concerned Colonial Re­
presentation on the Committee of Im­
perial Defence, through the Secretary
of State, for advice any local questions
in regard to which expert assistance
is deemed desirable.

“That, whenever so desired, a repre­
sentative of the Colony which may
wish for advice should be summoned
to attend as a member of the Commit­
tee during the discussion of the ques­
tions raised.”

Resolution 3 was on a General Staff
for the Service of the Empire.

“That this Conference welcomes
and cordially approves the exposition
of general principles embodied in the
statement of the Secretary of State
for War, and, without wishing to com­
mit any of the Government’s repre­
sented, recognises and affirms and
need of developing, for the Service of
the Empire, a General Staff, selected
from the forces of the Empire as a
whole, which shall study military
science in all its branches, shall col­
lect and disseminate to the various
Governments military information and
intelligence, shall undertake the pre­

paration of schemes of defence on a
common principle, and, without in the
least interfering in question connected
with command and administration,
shall, at the request of the . training
Governments, advise as to the train­
ing, education, and the war organisa­
tion of the military forces of the
Crown in every part of the Empire.

Resolution 4 was on Emigration.
“That it is desirable to encourage

British emigrants to proceed to British
Colonies rather than foreign coun­
tries.

“That the Imperial Government be
requested to co-operate with any Col­
onies desiring immigrants in assisting
suitable persons to emigrate.”

Resolution 5 was on Judicial Ap­
peals.

The Conference agreed to the fol­
lowing finding:

The Resolution of the Common­
wealth of Australia, “that it is desir­
able to establish an Imperial Court of
Appeal,” was submitted, and fully dis­
cussed. Other resolutions on this sub­
ject were by Cape Colony.

Resolution 6 concerned Preferential
Trade.

The following resolution of the
Conference of 1902 were reaffirmed by
the members of the Conference, with
the exception of his Majesty’s Gov­
ernment, which was unable to give its
assent so far as the United Kingdom
was concerned, to a reaffirmation of
the resolution in so far as they imply
that it is necessary or expedient to al­
ter the fiscal system of the United
Kingdom.

1. “That this Conference recognises
that the principal trade between the
United Kingdom and his Majesty’s
Dominions beyond the Seas would
stimulate and facilitate mutual com­
mercial intercourse, and would, by
promoting the development of the re­
sources and industries of the several
parts, strengthen the Empire.”
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2. “That this Conference recognises
that, in the present circumstances of
the Colonies, it is not practicable to
adopt a general system of free trade
as between the Mother Country and
the British Dominions beyond the
Seas.”

3. “That with a view, however, to
promoting the increase of trade with­
in the Empire, it is desirable that
those Colonies which have not already
adopted such a policy should, as far
as their circumstances permit, give
substantial preferential treatment to
the products and manufactures of the
United Kingdom.”

4. “That the Prime Minister of the
Colonies respectfully urge on his Ma­
jesty’s Government the expediency of
granting in the United Kingdom pre­
ferential treatment to the products and
manufacturers of the Colonies, either
by exemption from or reduction of
duties now or hereafter imposed.”

5. “That the Prime Minister present
at the Conference undertake to sub­
mit to their respective Governments,
at the earliest opportunity, the prin­
ciple of the resolution, and to request
them to take such measures as may be
necessary to give effect to it.”

Resolution 7 concerned Commercial
Relations.

“That, without prejudice to the re­
solutions already accepted or the re­
servation of his Majesty’s Govern­
ment, this Conference, recognising the
importance of promoting greater free­
dom and fuller development of com­
mercial intercourse within the Em­
pire, believes that these objects may
be best secured by leaving to each
part of the Empire liberty of action in
selecting the most suitable means for
attaining them, having regard to its
special conditions and requirements.
and that every effort should be made
to bring about co-operation in matters
of mutual interest.”

Resolution 8 concerned Commercial
Relations and British Shipping.

“That it is advisable, in the inter­
ests both of the United Kingdom and
his Majesty’s Dominions beyond the
Seas, that efforts in favour of British
manufactured goods and British ship­
ping should be supported as far as is
practicable.”

Resolution 9 concerned Preferential
Trade.

The following resolution was agreed
to by the members of the Conference
with the exception of Sir Wilfred
Laurier, who was absent, and whose
vote was not recorded, of General
Botha, who did not support it, and of
the representatives of his Majesty’s
Government, was dissented:

“That, while affirming the resolution
of 1902, this Conference is of opinion
that, as the British Government,
through the South African Customs
Union—which comprises Basutoland
and the Bechuanaland Protectorate—
do not present allow a preference
against foreign countries to the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, and all other British Posses­
sions granting reciprocity, his Ma­
jesty’s Government should now take
into consideration the possibility of
granting a like preference to all por­
tions of the Empire on the present
dutiable articles in the British tariff.”

Other resolutions dealt with (10)
Navigation Laws, (11) Treaty Obliga­
tions, (12) Representative Trade
Agreements and Treaty Questions,
(13) Trade Marks and Patents, (14)
Trade Statistics, (15) Uniformity in
Company Law, (16) Reciprocity in
Admission of Surveyors to Practice.
(18) Imperial Cable Communication,
(19) Naturalisation, (20) Develop­
ment of Communication within the
Empire.

The above gives but a brief outline
of the many important questions that
are brought before an Imperial Con- 
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fcrencc. The last who represented
this Dominion with credit to himself
and our country was the Right Hon.
Sir W. F. Lloyd, Prime Minister, at an
Imperial War Conference.

In the interest of the country it is
imperative that this Dominion should
be represented at the forthcoming
Imperial Conference.

Paragraph 8 of the speech refers to
a Bill to amend the Crown Lands Act
to permit the exportation of certain
pulp wood cut during the past winter
—and an important Bill submitted by
the Social Service Council relating to
the Welfare of Children, both of which
Mr. President, I am sure will receive
the best consideration of this House—
particularly to the Bill relating to the
welfare of children. In addition to
the many problems facing this coun­
try, there is none greater than that of
children, and what to do with the
boys. In London there is what is
called the Future Career Association
which was formed to aid parents,
guardians, and schoolmasters in the
choice of suitable careers for their
sons, wards, and pupils.

(a) By specialising on all forms of
future careers at home and
abroad.

(b) By constituting a trustworthy
and exhaustive bureau of infor­
mation on occupations.

(c) By furnishing expert advice as
to courses of study, cost, pros­
pects and advantages of all
careers in life.

Alany recommendations to solve the
problem of child welfare can be made,
but the great trouble is—to carry them
out. We should have a well organised
society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to children, Curfew for Children,
Child Labour, Boy Smokers. Juvenile
smoking has increased rapidly during
the last few years, and has a bad ef­
fect upon the general health and phy­
sique of the present generation, while 

it must have even a worse effect upon
the future generations.

Children’s Police Courts
It is highly undesirable that young

children whatever their offence, should
come into close contact with criminals
either in police courts or gaols. In
many parts of the United States—
Massachusetts for over 50 years has
had separate courts for dealing with
juvenile offenders. Nearly 20 years
ago the Home Office directed London
magistrates to take charges against
children before their other cases, and
children are not to be kept waiting,
and are to be put in a separate room
from other prisoners. No child is to
be in court till its case comes on, and
not after it is punished, and no adult
prisoner is to be present while the
child’s case is tried.

The magistrates of London are sat­
isfied with the result of these orders,
and there is no reason why they
should not be adopted in every court.
Mr. President, I am prepared to sup­
port any Bill submitted to this House
by the Social Service Council relating
to the welfare of children.

Paragraph 9 refers to the Charter
for the City of St. John’s.

We are all anxious that the City
Charter should become law this ses­
sion. It will be remembered that the
Charter was brought before this House
during the dying hours of the last ses­
sion. I think it would be a good idea
for the Charter to be brought here as
quickly as possible, as a great many
sections require careful consideration,
and there are more hon. gentlemen in
this House interested in the Charter
than in the Lower House, as the Bill
is for the future government of the
city and its revenue. It is a large
document, some sections are not so
important as others. It will, however,
as time goes on place the Municipal
Council in a better position to do the
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things that arc necessary for the im­
provement of the town.

Paragraph 10—the last in the
Speech from the Throne—refers to
the subject of inland and coastal
transportation. Reports in the matter
of coal possibilities of the Island, and
the exploration of oil areas, and it is
probable that sufficient progress will
be made to submit a Bill in relation
thereto within the course of a few
weeks.

With regard to the first of these
three important matters referred to in
the last paragraph of His Excellency’s
Speech, that of Inland and Coastal
Transportation. The trade and the
country will look forward to much im­
provement, and that every effort will
be made to provide the means for the
better shipping of goods. With regard
to the possibilities of our coal—I am
glad to note it is the intention of the
Government to use every effort to find
out if coal in our Island Home is of
sufficient quantity and quality to work
as a commercial commodity, and that
a Bill will be introduced at an early
date.
With regard to the exploration of our

oil areas—I understand the reports of
oil in Newfoundland are good—as to
the quantity and quality. I believe it
is the intention to continue an ex­
ploration during the present summer.'
Should oil be found in this Dominion
in sufficient quantities, it will be the
making of our country and will be the
creation of a new nation because oil,
Mr. President, the oil fuel which is em­
ployed as a substitute for coal repre­
sents a comparative large proportion
of the crude petroleum. The extraor­
dinary demand for petroleum and
petrol is leading to a keen search for
new sources of supply.

Mr. President, I beg to move the ap­
pointment of a Select Committee.

HON. MR. MEWS:—Mr. President,
in rising to support the motion I wish 

to associate myself first with those
who have spoken on the death of Mr.
Grieve. With me his death is a per­
sonal loss in that it was my happy cir­
cumstance to enter the office of our
late member when I left school. I was
associated with him in that office not
only as an employee but as a friend
and that friendship has continued
through two decades. He looked upon
those of the office as one family and
treated us accordingly. We on the
other hand had every respect for him
and for the firm.

When I heard that Mr. Anderson
was to move that a Committee be ap­
pointed to draft an Address in Reply
to His Excellency’s Speech from the
Throne, I felt very pleased when I had
been asked to second the motion for I
knew Mr. Anderson would not fail to
fully cover all the subjects mentioned
in the Speech, and in doing so would
make my task of seconding a very easy
one, and I shall not delay the House
very long.

In looking over the speech, Mr.
President, I find that this speech, like
the speeches of the last thirty or forty
years, contains three ghosts. I think
every member will remember that
every speech for many years has con­
tained something about coal, some­
thing about our oil areas, and some-

. thing about the Labrador Boundary
question. The only satisfaction I
have, Mr. President, is that I trust that
this year and with this Government
we shall do our utmost to lay these
ghosts and will endeavour to find that
there is more than odour in the oil,
and more than froth of a coal pro­
spectus, and that that there will be a
definite boundary line fixed on the
Labrador, so that the Minister of Agri­
culture and Mines will be able to take
his car and travel along the line which
will mark the boundary.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
I do not think you will get the Labra­
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dor Boundary settled because it has
always been too profitable a thing for
the legal members of the Government.

HON. MR. MEWS:—Mr. President,
the honourable member opposite has
grave doubts about these things, but
we can at least say that if we can lay
thesb ghosts we will be doing good
service. I am glad, Mr. President, to
see in the Speech From the Throne a
reference to Child Welfare. I cannot
speak with authority on what that
statement means, but I understand it
means the establishment of a Juvenile
Court by which children will be tried
instead of the ordinary courts as at
present. It will be a private court, I
presume, held in some room, and the
idea is that Jnstead of making these
children criminals something may be
done in connection with their punish­
ment so that they may be kept out of
vicious surroundings and put them on
the right track. I understand it is also
contemplated to have a section by
which a child or infant who is being
brought up in unsuitable surroundings
may’ be removed by the State and put
in some institution or home where it
will be properly cared for.

The honourable member who has
just sat down has said something
about the fishery regulations. These
regulations were brought in sixteen
months ago. At last session we had
the matter very fully debated, and the
result of the debates of last session to
my mind confirmed the opinion that
they had been a benefit in the fall of
1919 when they were inaugurated, and
that it was the desire to continue such
regulations as would benefit. At the
last session a Bill was brought in
which put the regulations under the
control of the Export Board made up
of exporters of fish. Consequently’
the carrying out of this policy has
rested in the hands of those who were
most concerned with the exporting of
their fish. But whether in the main 

that has been successful or not,
there seems no doubt that as the re­
sult of the operation of last year’s
regulations the fishermen were en­
abled to get a much better price for
their fish, and the conditions of the
country would have been much worse
if they had not got such a price. Just
as every other country is protecting its
industries in every way—the United
States Government is passing a Bill
to protect their farmers, just as in
England there is a protection pqlicy
on the table—so it becomes necessary
for any country, regardless of any
political affiliations, to protect its in­
dustries in such a way as will benefit
the country as a whole. I do not think
there can be any disagreement with
that policy.

With regard to revenue and depres­
sion, I feel that it is unnecessary to
burden the House with any remarks
concerning this matter, as every mem­
ber is conversant with the cause of it.
The revenue was very much inflated
up to the end of June, 1920, inflated
because the price of goods brought in
up to that period was abnormally high
and also inflated because the supplies
of goods imported up to the end of
June, 1920, were very much in excess
of the imports of any ordinary year.
I think I may place the amount at
seven or eight million dollars worth
which was brought in before the end
of June, 1920, which under ordinary
circumstances would have been
brought in during this current year.
That would account for a shrinkage in
revenue besides the general depres­
sion and the general stringency caused
by certain lower prices.

To my mind, Mr. President, we arc
now in these two months entering up­
on a most important period. These are
the months when the people are pre­
paring for the summer’s work, the
months when stocks arc needed to
help men in their summer’s work, and 
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when some assistance is needed,
especially after such a year as last
year, when many of the fishermen did
not get fish enough to keep them dur­
ing the winter even if prices had been
very high. I most emphatically back­
up my honourable friend in his asser­
tion that the co-operation of every in­
dividual should be obtained in an ef­
fort to make the wheels of industry
move as smoothly as possible during
the spring, with a view to the sum­
mer’s work. If merchants will stop
credit altogether it is very easy to see
what will happen. Such a thing would
not be good for the country or for any
particular industry. The fishery in­
dustry now is the principal industry.
Agriculture may come very close to it,
but we need, Mr. President, some
policy for the co-operation of all so
that we shall enter upon this season
with some idea fixed in our minds that
every one will contribute what he can
to make this season a successful one.

With these few remarks, Mr. Presi­
dent, I beg to second the motion.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
Mr. President, etiquette prescribes
that on occasions such as these the
gentleman who is the official mouth­
piece of the Opposition Party should
extend congratulations to the gentle­
men who propose and second the mo­
tion for a Committee to draft the Ad­
dress in Reply. Unfortunately, the
gentleman who is the official mouth­
piece of the Opposition by virtue of
the fact that he represented the late
Government in this House is at pre­
sent very far away from us, seeking
restoration to health in California—in
which effort I think I am safe in say­
ing we all hope he will be entirely suc­
cessful. He is a personal friend of
mine, and I feel sure that if he were
here he would himself, or if he were
near enough to communicate with me
he would ask me to do this and extend
to the mover and seconder of the mo­

tion congratulations on the way in
which they .discharged their duties
this afternoon. My friend here came
before us with a huge mass of statis­
tics, showing the development of our
industries for some years past, and he
has given us this material to digest
and study for ourselves and form our
own conclusions. The gentleman who
seconded the motion, with his custom­
ary modesty, has been briefer than he
might have been, and he has presented
the case for the Government with con­
spicuous fairness. I think the ad­
dresses they have given us contain
food for substantial reflection, and I
concur with them in the hope they
hold out and the suggestion they make
as to the desirability of concord and
harmony. At the same time, in view
of the fact that public feeling has been
running very high in the country for
the past few years in regard to the
fishery and other matters, they will, I
think, find it somewhat difficult to in­
duce active politicians to take the same
view of it.

Having discharged what I conceive
to be my duty to a friend in speaking
on behalf of Mr. Ellis, I now propose
to offer some brief observations of my
own on the Speech from the Throne
and the remarks of the gentlemen who
have dealt with it, but I would like to
avoid any suspicion or misunderstand­
ing and make it perfectly clear that I
am not speaking as the mouthpiece of
the Opposition or expressing any
■opinions but those of myself. When
Mr. Ellis comes here, which I hope he
will during the course of a few weeks,
he will, I feel sure, give you the Op­
position’s viewpoint on the various
matters. In the meantime, I take it
that the customary standard would
prevail here, and that is, that those
who address the House on the ques­
tions that are laid before it will do so
in the way of expressing such views 
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as appeal to them as correct views,
not as the mouthpiece of any party.

Now with reference to the Speech
from the Throne and the matters to
which my honourable friends have re­
ferred, I do not propose to discuss the
subject at any great length this after­
noon, though when the Address in re­
ply is submitted to us it may be that
an opportunity will arise for some fur­
ther comment. My object in rising
this afternoon in this regard is to sug­
gest to the honourable gentlemen who
plead for the Government in this
House the desirability of letting us
have some further information in re­
gard to what I consider the three out­
standing features of the political sit­
uation. I use the word “political” in
its larger sense, meaning by “political
situation” the economic, industrial and
financial situation of the country at
the present time or in the present
crisis. I think it would be desirable
that we should have some information
as to what is the intention of the Gov­
ernment with regard to the continu­
ance or the repeal of jhe fishery regu­
lations. I observe in the second sec­
tion of the speech certain phraseology
which indicates to me, though I may
be mistaken, an intention to repeal
these regulations; and I think, speak­
ing now not as .a partizan but as a
citizen, that the sooner legislation is
introduced and enacted and received
the Governor’s assent, the sooner will
we make a firm and a long step to­
wards reaching the beginning of the
situation which these honourable gen­
tlemen desire so earnestly, and which
we all desire so earnestly, namely, a
return to a condition of commercial
stability in this country. I have no
mandate to speak for what is known
as “Water Street,” but I have been
giving a study to this question of the
Fishery Regulations and their future
effect. I think the result of the ex­
periment of fixing prices for fish at 

this end for a period of a year and a
half has been such as to justify its
ceasing now and for all time, and I
think if the commercial community
had an assurance that this would be
so, then I think business people on
Water Street, Duckworth Street, and
all the other streets in St. John’s, and
business people throughout the coun­
try, would say to themselves: “Now
we know where we are. We know we
can give you supplies and take the or­
dinary legitimate chances of trade for
the coming year and the year after.”
But I do not think any man would be
safe in doing that while this legisla­
tion is on the Statute Book and it is
possible for it to be called into exist­
ence again and at some future date
may bring about a repetition of the
same conditions that we have experi­
enced the past year.

Then I think it is desirable in the
second place that we should know if it
is correct that the Government last
fall undertook the purchase of codfish
with public funds, because 1 personal­
ly cannot conceive of any more dan­
gerous policy. Lacking a knowledge
of the facts, I am not prepared to say
as to the justification or otherwise of
that policy under any given state of
circumstances, but there is this dan­
ger, that if it is done one year on a
small scale, there may be a demand
for it to be done a second year on a
larger scale, and the whole commercial
fabric of the country may be destroyed
by the persistence of a Government in
a policy which all students of political
economy and the experience of the
world during the past few years as in
previous ages has shown to be disas­
trous.

There is another point which is
gravely concerning the public mind at
the present time, and that is the ques­
tion cf the railway. What is the re­
lation of the Government to the rail­
way and what is to be the future? I
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observe that in the second last para­
graph of the Speech there is a state­
ment that the subject of Inland and
Coastal Transportation will come be­
fore the House, and I take that to
mean that some legislation is in con­
templation, but, apart from that fact,
I think the House ought not to be ask­
ed to wait until perhaps the last days
of the session before it is informed as
to whether or not the Government has
undertaken substantial obligations in
regard to the operation of the railway
during the past nine months. I may
say that to some extent this is a per­
sonal matter between me and my hon­
ourable friend, the Minister of Agri­
culture and Mines. Last year when
the legislation to provide for a Ioan
for the railway and coal mining un­
dertakings was before the House we
discussed the matter in the room out­
side with the Prime Minister, but I
took occasion to give a word of warn­
ing ,and that was, of the danger of
negotiations with the Reid Newfound­
land Company unless everything was
safeguarded and my honourable friend
replied: “Quite so, we know that the
Reids are lying awake in the nights
thinking out how they are going to get
ahead of us,” and now 1 want to know
whether they have or not. 1 think,
Mr. President, we ought to have full
information as to where the country
stands with regard to this. It ought
not to be permitted to become a mat­
ter of Party politics; it is too big for
that. Only last night I was reading
the story of the Canadian Railway
told ih the “Halifax Herald.”

-HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—It’s a bad
story.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
But there is a big difference between
it and our story, and that is, that the
Canadian people went into this with
their eyes open. The Canadian legis­
lature passed an Act unanimously
taking over the railway, but, as I un­
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derstand it, this country has been let
into a situation by the Government, or
by somebody on behalf of the Govern­
ment, that may mean the same mess
the Canadians were in, and the people
of this country had no say whatever in
it. Now that is a difference, and an
important difference, and I suggest to
both honourable gentlemen who sit at
the Executive Board the desirability
of letting the country know where it
stands.

The third matter to which I would
direct attention is the question of the
financial condition of the country. I
think the Government is to be con­
gratulated, Mr. President, on the fact
that, judging from the two sections
addressed more particularly to the
Lower House as the guardians of the
public purse, they have apparently de­
cided that present conditions will
mean a “curtailment of certain large
expenditures which previous adminis­
trations felt justified in undertaking
out of the inflated revenues of the war
period.” Well, 1 think the Govern­
ment is to be congratulated on taking
the bull by the nose, on making the
best of a bad job, and saying “We have
to cut down.” This Government, the
last Government, any Government, is
not wholly to blame for conditions
which confront this country or any
other country to-day, the people are
not wholly to blame. The world was
engaged in a bacchanalia of extrava­
gant expenditure during the last few
years; the world went mad, Govern­
ments as well as people. Now we
have the “Morning after” feeling. We
are faced with bad times, and I say,
speaking for myself, the Government
is to be congratulated on making the
best of a bad job and facing the fact
that expenditures, possibly expendi­
tures on roads and wharves, etc., must
be cut out. I hope that essential ex­
penditures for education will be the
last thing that will be touched.

COUNCIL
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The honourable gentlemen will, I
hope, endeavour to let us have at the
next sitting such information as the
Government considers it can, com­
patible with the public interests, give
us on these matters, so that we can
bring to the discussion of the Address
in Reply some intelligent comprehen­
sion of what is underlying the situa­
tion as we see it.

The seconder of the motion said that
he found three ghosts in the speech,
coal boring, oil exploration, and the
Labrador Boundary, and he hoped this
Government would lay them. I doubt
very much whether the Labrador
Boundary question will be finally set­
tled. As to the coal measures, I per­
sonally feel that we have never tack­
led the coal problem in the right way.
I think we have got too cheap men to
come here and dig. We have been
pursuing a pecuniary policy instead of
a coal one, but, on the contrary in the
case of oil, I think the fact that an ar­
rangement has been made with a com­
pany as big and important as the An­
glo-Persian Oil Company is the best
assurance I have seen in the years I
have been associated with politics or
the Legislature that any substantial,
tangible result is going to come. We
have now a company, as I see it, if
this scheme goes through, that is plan­
ning operations not only here but else­
where. In the last or second last
number of “The Round Table” maga­
zine and in the quarterly review of
the Empire Parliamentary Association
there are extended reference to the
plans of the Anglo-Persian Oil Com­
pany for developments in America and
other places, and, in fact, there is the
draft in Parliamentary Journal of a

-contract which the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company has made with the Govern­
ment of Queensland or other Austra­
lian colony for exploration there, and
I intended, when the contract came be­
fore us, to bring along that journal for 

the purpose of comparing it with the
contract that may be made here, but I
say again that I personally believe
that the fact that we are negotiating
with such a company is the best as­
surance we have that something sub­
stantial will be the result. These peo­
ple will determine for all time, I think,
whether our oil fields are worth work­
ing or not. If these people will not
touch them, then I do not think we
ought to spend any more time on them.
I have one complaint in the plans that
arc now being worked out for dealing
with the coal on the West Coast. We
are not dealing with it on a big enough
scale. We have not had men big
enough there.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Dunstan
was a big man.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
I know he told us he was a big man,
but he was only one fakir of the many
who have come out here year after
year.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Who
brought him here?

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
Sir Edward Morris, but he could be as
easily fooled as some of the people
who are here now. In the same way
we have had people here dealing with
all sorts of things. Then I understand
there is at the present moment before
the Government a proposition that the
Government should guarantee the sum
of $750,000 in bonds for a copper pro­
perty in Green Bay at eight per cent.
Think of it! I am not prepared to
state that positively, but I have very
strong grounds for believing that it
was put before the Government. I re­
fer to this because it was only this
morning that I read of a copper mine
in Montana being closed down and 1
think the Government should think
twice about it.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—You need
not worry.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 23

I am glad you can assure me of that.
I feel that I have kept the House suf-
ficently long. I repeat my congratu­
lations to the gentlemen who moved
and seconded the motion, and trust the
Government, or the gentlemen who
speak for the Government, will give us
some information on these points at
the next sitting.

HON. MR. SHEA:—I quite ap­
preciate the position taken by the hon­
ourable gentlemen in this regard, but
I think he could hardly expect the
Government to lay all its cards on the
table in answer to three leading ques­
tions. As the session progresses that
information will come up in the or­
dinary course of debate, but in the
meantime I may say that there are no
objections to conferring with the
Government and hearing what the
Government’s views are in that regard.

HON. MR. GIBBS gave notice that
he would on to-morrow introduce a
Bill “An Act Respecting Municipal
Affairs in the Town of St. John’s.”

On motion the House adjourned un­
til Monday next, April 4th, at 4 p.m.

MONDAY, April 4th, 1921.
The House met at 4.15 p.m.
HON. MR. GIBBS asked leave to

introduce a Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend and Consolidate the Laws in
relation to the Municipal Affairs of
St. John’s.”

The Bill was then read a first time
and ordered to be read a second time
to-morrow.

HON. MR. POWER:—This Bill
which the Hon. Mr. Gibbs presents is
an important one and all the honour­
able members of this House should
have an opportunity of looking through
it. It is a very serious one to property
owners and taxpayers. I hope it will
not be rushed through, but that the
Government will give every member
an opportunity of studying it before it
comes up for discussion.

1 had to pay two hundred dollars
taxes the other day. There is no pro­
tection for the owners of property.
What about responsibilities of tenants?
I got a slate roof of one of my houses
repaired, at a great expense, many of
you know what such a job means.
After being repaired the tenant strip­
ped off the ceiling, the rafters then
gave way and finally the slates were
loosened. Many people think that
every man who owns property is a
millionaire.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Mr.
President, might I suggest that the
second reading merely affirms the
principles of the Bill. When the Bill
comes into Committee, discussion may
arise. I entirely agree with my hon.
friend, that as soon as the Bill has
been read a second time the details
should be considered. I was going to
suggest after the second reading that
it be sent to a Select Committee to
have details thrashed out, otherwise it
would take a great deal of the time of
this House. It appears there is a
clause in this Bill which deals with a
claim made by the Municipal Council
to that section of land extending from
the old Promenade to the water front
—part of the land on which the rail­
way station and tracks are now built.
Many of the hon. members may be
aware of this that at the time, when
the Government took over the Reid
Contract of 1921 it took over this land.
Sir Robert Bond promised that 150
feet of the area stretching from the
promenade to the stream should be re­
served for the use of the public. This
fact was made clear to the Reid Co.
The Municipal Council sets up a
claim to all that land. That is one
point to be thrashed out. This Select
Committee could be given power to go
into the details of such things and
after due consideration of them they
would be in the position to make de­
finite statements concerning them.
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This would be a great help to us in
deciding matters, for according to my
memory a lot of amendments will be
necessary. It would be a good thing
for all to be conversant with the de­
tails of the Bill before it is to'be dis­
cussed. There are a lot of amend­
ments to be made that was one objec­
tion I had to its being placed before us
at such a late hour last session.

I would suggest to the honourable
gentleman in charge of this Bill and
the representative of the Government
in this Chamber that the desirable
course to adopt is that after the second
reading of the Bill, which merely af­
firms the principle, we send it to a
Select Committee.

On motion of HON. MR. ANDERSON
the Address in Reply to the Speech
from the Throne was read a first time.

On motion of HON. MR. ANDER­
SON the Address in Reply to the
Speech from the Throne was read a
second time.

HON. MR. MacNAMARA:—Mr.
President, I would like to make a few
remarks on the gracious speech of His
Excellency the Governor and before
doing so wish to add my support to
the resolutions of condolence moved
on the death of the late Hon. Walter
Baine Grieve, C.B.E.

So much has been said by previous
speakers to the memory of our de­
parted friend that I find it difficult in­
deed to find words to express further
encomiums on his character but I can­
not let this opportunity pass without
referring to the great loss the business
community and the country at large
has met by his passing.

Men of the stamp of the late W. B.
Grieve are sorely wanted in our pre­
sent crisis, and without the wisdom
and experience of citizens of his class
I fear Newfoundland will have a diffi­
cult task to recover from the trying
position she is now confronted with.

By referring to the speech before us

I find that outside of the paragraph
which refers to the Fishery Regu­
lations that there is very little in this
document worthy of serious comment.

This paragraph goes on to say that
“the policy of marketing of the Col­
ony’s staple product which passed the
House of Assembly in the summer of
last year without dissenting vote was
placed in the hands of the Cod Fishery
Export Board created for that purpose
by the Act.”

The statement that this Act passed
the House without dissenting vote I
fear is not strictly accurate as I dis­
tinctly remember that Sir John Cros-
bie relentlessly opposed this measure
from the very start as he looked upon
the Regulations as dangerous and per­
nicious legislation.

Then again in this Chamber the late
Hon. Mr. Grieve strenuously opposed
them—Hon. D. A. Ryan opposed them
and I think I am correct in saying that
the Hon. Mr. Milley opposed them,
and your humble servant also regis­
tered his vote against their enactment
—I think I am justified therefore in
claiming that these Regulations did
not pass without “a dissenting vote.”
I opposed these Regulations from the
very beginning as I was firmly con­
vinced that they were unworkable and
therefore impossible.

Last year in speaking on them I re­
ferred to the fact that you could not
regulate the price of an article of
commerce by legislation and argued
that the simple and inexorable law of
supply and demand would have to be
taken into account and by no other
process would or could the price of
commodities be fixed.

We have ample evidence to prove
that you cannot get away from the law
of supply and demand—no matter
what you do, and it has been demon­
strated not only here but elsewhere
that when the artificial fixing of prices
is resorted to only one thing can hap­
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pen and that is trouble, confusion, and
disaster.

I was rather amused at the Hon. Mr.
Mews’ statement on the opening of the
Assembly that he was in doubt as to
whether the Regulations were harmful
or not. Surely the Hon. Mr. Mews
was not serious in his conclusions.

If he has any doubt about the harm*
these Regulations have done all he has
to do is to ask the business people of
the South West or West Coast or
North East Coast or even here in St.
John’s and he will have no difficulty in
learning of their injurious effects.

Look around the town and notice
the army of unemployed people of all
classes walking our streets if you want
further evidence of the injury brought
about by these Regulations.

I do not mean to say that ALL the
depression in our midst at present is
due to the Fishery Regulations but I
do say that the depression and hard
times that we are passing through are
more pronounced due to the introduc­
tion of this unwise legislation.

I have no hesitation in saying that
this Government interference in trade
is ALL wrong and should not be tol­
erated and whilst it might have been
permissible during the War there is
absolutely no warrant for it now that
the War is over.

This applies to all Governments as
well as it does to ours and I was
forcibly reminded of this fact in read­
ing President Harding’s inaugural
speech a few days ago and whilst this
address deals with American affairs
principally there is one paragraph in
it that applies very forcibly to New­
foundland. It reads as follows:—

“He gave significant notice of the
abolition of Government experiment in
business—no altered system will work
a miracle,” he said. “Any wild ex­
periment will only add to confusion—
our best assurance lies in the efficient
administration of our proven system.”

These are indeed words of wisdom
from the President of the great
American republic and Newfoundland
would be well advised in taking them
to heart and acting on them without
delay.

He gave significant notice of the
abolition of Government experiment
in business. What has been the result
of Government experiment in business
in this country?

I will tell you:
As far as the fishery is concerned it

has resulted in irreparable harm—we
have lost all our southern European
customers as well as the Brazilian
market—it has impoverished a good
many of our supplying merchants and
has unfortunately helped to bring
about all or nearly all the business
failures that occurred here since De­
cember last, and has resulted further
in stagnation, depression, disaster and
distress.

I need hardly enlarge on what the
Government experiment on sugar has
meant to the public as it is well known
to everybody sugar that could be
bought and sold here within the last
month or for so 11 to 12 cents per
pound is costing the consumer to-day
24 to 25 cents per pound or in other
words twice its value.

This Government experiment in
sugar is costing the average house­
holder $75 to $80 per year in increased
taxation and I say that it is a shame
and an outrage that this scandal is al­
lowed to continue indefinitely.

Now we have the railway experi­
ment that is being operated at a tre­
mendous loss—we have the shipping
experiment that is showing an esti­
mated deficit of $1000 a day when all
the controlled ships are running and
last but not least we have the experi­
mental farm run by Hon. Dr. Camp­
bell—I really do not know what loss
this fad will show to the country but I 



26 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

think I am safe in stating that it will
be “a handsome one.”

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Are you
sure of it?

HON. MR. McNAMARA:—When
the expenses of Dr. Campbell for his
trip is laid on the table and the cost of
the menagerie, I think the House will
find I am right.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—And in
relation to your steamship estimate I
think you are wrong.

HON. MR. McNAMARA:—I made
an estimate only. I think it will be
found that estimate is pretty near cor­
rect.

There is no doubt in my mind that
when the obituary of this administra­
tion is written that it will go down in
our history as the “Experimental Gov­
ernment of Newfoundland.”

After all these failures I submit that
there is only one thing left for the
Government to do now and that is to
discontinue experimenting at once and
take off the Fishery Regulations with­
out delay—wipe the law completely off
the Statute Book and that good feel­
ing and harmony and co-operation that
the Hon. Mn. Anderson and Hon. Mr.
Mews so eloquently referred to In
their opening addresses may eventuate
without undue delay.

To give you an idea of the business
depression existing here at present I
would like to state the following:—

About two weeks ago I received a
telegram from New York offering a
veritable bargain in provisions and I
called on one of our supplying mer­
chants and offered him the goods and
tried to prevail on him to accept, and
even hinted that he would require
them for the spring’s trade.

He answered me by stating that I
am not going to issue 5c. worth of
supplies until the House of Assembly
is opened and the Fishery Regulations
are removed.

There’s the whole thing in a nut 

shell—if the Fishery Regulations are
rescinded there will be some limited
supplying—if they are not rescinded
there will be no supplying—it is obvi­
ous then that it is the duty of the
Government to have these Regulations
taken off the Statute Book if they wish
to see commercial and financial stabil­
ity established again in this Dominion.

Turning to the other points in the
address it will be refreshing to learn
that substantial progress has been
made with the Quebec boundary dis­
pute but it is'to be hoped that this dis­
pute will not be settled too quickly
otherwise the chance of getting a trip
to London will be gone and the ex­
cuse for the further delegations to the
Old Country will hardly be available.

As far as this revenue is concerned
it was to be expected that there would
be a shortage owing to trade depres­
sion but it is pleasing to note that the
Government intend to retrench and
curtail and they are to be congratu­
lated in so openly declaring that they
will do something at least to stop their
extravagance and lesson our annual
expenditure.

It is to be hoped that the claim we
may get from the German , Govern­
ment for our cost in the war will to
some extent lessen the heavy charges
to the Colony under this heading, and
help to keep up and if possible in­
crease the allowances and pensions of
those who sacrificed themselves in our
behalf in the great conflict.

lam pleased to note that the City
Charter is likely to be passed this ses­
sion as there are a great many sections
in this Act to be discussed it will be
important to have this document be­
fore us early in the session.

I will look forward to a good deal of
interest to the subject of inland and
coastal transportation and hope some
sensible arrangement will be made to
improve present trying shipping con­
ditions confronting business people.
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HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
Mr. President, at the last sitting I ask­
ed certain questions of the honourable
gentleman who represents the Govern­
ment in this House, and I shall be glad
to know, with your permission, sir, and
that of the House, the Government’s
reply before I proceed with my few
desultory remarks.

HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President,
as I said before, the questions asked
by the honourable member Sir Patrick
McGrath are what the lawyers would
call “Leading Questions,” and I
thought it advisable that the answers
should be jotted down after consulta­
tion with my colleagues. In answpr to
the question of the honourable Sir
Patrick McGrath as to the fishery
regulations and the alleged purchase
of .fish by the Government, I have to
say that this matter is not likely to be
before the attention of the Govern­
ment in the immediate present. The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries will
be back to town within the course of
a week or ten days, and it is expected
that he will have information which
may guide the future policy of the
Government in this matter and also
will be able to give information as to
the purchase of fish alleged to have
been made. In reference to the rail­
way policy of the Government, that is
a financial matter which appertains
primarily to the House of Assembly,
and undoubtedly during the course of
the session the whole matter will be
fully discussed by that body and come
from them for discussion in this
Chamber.

I can only say to the honourable
member that I will be glad to secure
for him information on any point in
which he is interested insofar as that
is practicable, and I will be happy to
facilitate him in every way in getting
all the data that he requires, consistent
with the public interests and the pro­
cedure of the House, as it is the policy 

of this Administration to take the pub­
lic fully into its confidence in connec­
tion with all public matters when the
time is considered opportune.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH:—
Mr. President, I am very much obliged
to the honourable gentleman for the
information he has given. It is satis­
factory so far as it goes, and while I
doubt it will satisfy the public, still in
these matters we must be thankful for
small mercies.

With reference to the question of
the fishery policy and the purchase of
fish, the Government’s answer could
be crystallized into a few words.
Some years ago the people were told
that they had to wait until Bond came
back; now we have to wait until
Coaker comes back.

With regard to the railway policy, I
know it is a financial matter, yet in
view of the fact that we are asked to
discuss the present condition of the
country and the future prospects on
the Address in Reply, as that is the
usual policy, it is a pity that we are
not better informed than we appear to
be with the information before us.
However, there is enough I think
available to enable one to set forth for
the consideration of the Government
some aspects of these important ques­
tions that I think it might be well for
the Government as well as the country
to give more consideration to than has
been given so far. I do not as a rule
advance suggestions in this House
without having a pretty reasonable
precedent for so doing. My sugges­
tion that the Government inform the
House as to their intentions in regard
to what is known as the Coaker fish
policy is based upon the fact that some
weeks ago the British Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Mr. Chamberlain,
made a speech at Birmingham stating
that it was not the intention of the
Government to re-enact in the next
Budget the Excess Profits Duty,—E.
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P.D., as it is commonly known. As
honourable gentlemen know, nothing
is more securely guarded than the in­
formation embodied in the budget.
Here in this country the men who sup­
port the Government Party in the
House are not taken into the confi­
dence of the Government until the
night before or until the morning of
the day the Budget is to be presented.
A similar procedure is observed in the
Old Country, but in view of the un­
precedentedly serious condition of af­
fairs, Mr. Chamberlain took the course
of announcing in a public speech at
Birmingham the intention of the Gov­
ernment with regard to the matter of
the Excess Profits Duty because there
was such an agitation in the Old Coun­
try because of the alleged harm the
imposition of this duty was doing and
the Government felt that in order to
allay public feelings and let the busi­
ness people know where they stood, no
time should be lost in declaring the
policy of the Government in that re­
gard. Now I think conditions in this
country are sufficiently serious lo
justify the Government in making a
similar departure and making an an­
nouncement without a moment’s delay
as to their intentions regarding the
continuance or repeal of the fishery
regulations. I quite agree that if the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries is to
be- back here within the course of a
few days, no very serious harm can
result from a postponement until the
end of this week, but I think, and I be­
lieve the commercial community will
endorse my view, that the sooner the
supplying merchants and those en­
gaged in the trade of the country know
where they are, the better it will be for
all concerned.

With regard to the matter of the
Government’s purchase of fish, while
the honourable gentleman says that it
is the policy of the Government to give
all information possible, I regret that

I cannot agree with him that that
policy has been followed in this mat­
ter of taking public money to purchase
fish. I think a good deal of trouble
for the Government, as well as the
country, would be saved if at the time
that was done, if it was done, a clear
statement of the case had been made.
There is no sense in blindfolding the
devil in the dark. If this thing has not
been done, then the Government can
give an answer; the fact that the Gov­
ernment has not given a clear and
specific answer in regard to it seems
to point to the fact that such a pur­
chase was made. I feel sure than if
the honourable gentleman who sits
across the House, the Hon. Mr.
Bishop, were here, he would strongly
endorse the position I am taking,
namely, that the people whose money
has been taken out ought to have
known long ago if it was taken for
such a purpose and the reasons why,
and furthermore, the reason why it
was given to three or four members
of the Advisory Board; if it was given
at all, it was certainly given to these
people, instead of being distributed
amongst all the exporters and every­
body put on the same footing.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
With regard to the railway policy, I

hear from sources which I have reason
to accept that one of the causes of the
delay in making an announcement is
that Mr. Reid, the President of the
Reid Newfoundland Company, is in
the Old Country in connection with
business matters. That may have
some bearing on the subject, and
therefore I believe that under these
circumstances one cannot reasonably
ask the Government to forecast what
its attitude is going to be towards this
question, but at the same time I think
the Government should take an early
opportunity to disabuse the public
mind with regard to the stories that
are current as to the enormous amount 
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of public money that has been spent
and is being spent on the railroad for
the current fiscal year. There is a
statement in one of the evening papers
to-day that two and a half millions
have been spent. I assume that if
two and a half millions have been
spent it includes what I would call
capital expenditure, that is, expendi­
ture on account of the loan raised at
the last session for the purchase of
locomotives, freight cars, fish plates
and the construction of the terminal at
Port aux Basques and for other work
of that character and, of course, every­
body knew that had to be made, and
nobody that I am aware of is going to
throw any censure upon the Govern­
ment on that account. But a more im­
portant matter is the question of a
sum, estimated at $100,000, that is re­
ported as being taken from the Sur­
plus Revenue of the country in the
Bank of Montreal to be applied to the
deficit in the affairs of the railway
system now being run by the Reid
Company and the Government. If any
expenditure of that kind is being made
I think it is an act of bad faith to the
Legislature of this country, because
such a utilization of our money was
never contemplated when the matter
was discussed here at the last session,
and I think the Government will have
great difficulty in satisfying the un­
biassed that this has been a justifiable
expenditure. Of course, one does not
want to misjudge the position, as we
will later get information. As to the
financial position of the country, that,
of course, is a matter that appertains
to the Lower House, but it should have
been possible for the honourable gen­
tleman who speaks for the Govern­
ment to have reassured us with regard
to the rumors that are current as to
the condition of the country generally.

Turning now to the matters dealt
with in the Speech from the Throne, I
want in the first place to comment up­

on the argument that the administra­
tion of the Fishery Regulations is
more a matter for the Codfish Ex­
portation Board than the Government.
That, I think, is not a tenable position.
The Codfish Exportation Board is as
much an institution of the Government
as the Board of Works or any other
Board operating under a Government
Department. Moreover, the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, or the Gov­
ernment through the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, took the pre­
caution that five out of seven members
of the Board should be appointed by
the Government. The trade has only
two nominees on the Board, and one
of these it may be remarked in pass­
ing, is a gentleman who may be de­
scribed as the most outspoken sup­
porter of the Government on Water
Street to-day, a man who stood by the
Government’s policy when every other
merchant abandoned it. I think, there­
fore, to attempt to minimize the re­
sponsibility of the Government by sug­
gesting that the Board is responsible
is not a position that will be maintain­
ed. I think, like my honourable friend
who has just spoken, that the sooner
the Government decides to abandon
this policy, the better in the public in­
terests. There is one very outstanding
example to-day of the unwisdom of
this policy of governmental control,
and that is the British coal situation.
I do not know that honourable mem­
bers would follow the condition of
this matter as closely as I have pos­
sibly done,—being a newspaper man,
I suppose it is more in my line,—but
there is a good deal of similarity in
the British coal condition and the con­
dition in Newfoundland. Reading the
Round Table Magazine of the last­
issue, I came on a paragraph singu­
larly applicable to this country’s posi­
tion in regard to codfish. Dealing
with coal, it went on to say that a
temporarily weak situation was 
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brought, aboua in the old country. Per­
haps it might be of interest and of
value if I indicated briefly what is the
position with regard to coal. The
miners and mine-owners were at war
all through the period of hostilities,
and for the past six or seven years re­
peated efforts at a. settlement were
made, but they had no permanent re­
sults. Every few months, as we know,
there has been a strike, a demand for
higher wages, the appointment of a
commission by the Government, and
then a compromise which has resulted
in an increase of wages for the men.
Applying the analogy, we find that
here in Newfoundland there has been
a steady persistent attempt to lift the
price of fish for the fishermen,—per­
fectly justifiable if it can be done. In
England the Government overcame the
difficulty by largely increasing the
price of coal for foreign export. This
magazine goes on to say: “But the
ink was scarcely dry on the agreement
when the export price began to fall.
The policy of-financing the industry at
the expense of the foreign buyer has
left us with few friends abroad.” Now
that is precisely our position. We
tried to pay high prices to our own
people by charging our foreign cus­
tomers an increased price for their
fish. The time came when they re­
fused to pay these prices, and the time
has come in the British coal industry
when the foreign customers have re­
fused to pay the price.

In the Parliamentary report of the
London Times of March first there are
many interesting items. Mr. Bridge­
man, the Secretary of the Department
of Mines, said in answer to a question:

(Read extract).
The year before the war the U. S.

exported to Europe half a million tons
of coal; last year she sent them 13,-
500,000 tons. In 1913 Australia ex­
ported to Europe 100 tons; in 1920,
113,000 tons. The exports of Chinese 

coal were not known when the report
was prepared, but you can sec in Eng­
lish papers reports of cargoes of
Chinese coal arriving at various Eng­
lish ports, which were formerly sup­
plied with English coal. And it goes
on to add:

(Read extract).
The condition has come about in the

Old Country that early in March the
Government brought in a bill to de­
control coal and to-day England is
faced with what looks to be the big­
gest strike in her history. In the pub­
lic message to-day Mr. Hodges is
justifying the policy of withdrawing
the pump men whose presence and ac­
tivities are essential, which as I see it
is a first step towards revolution. In
a debate in the House of Commons
the fact was disclosed that the Gov­
ernment expect to save twenty million
pounds by effecting de-control on 31st
March. This was done instead of con­
tinuing until August 31st, which was
first intended. I think that is an il­
lustration that the Government and
the country should weigh well. Wc
are facing essentially the same situa­
tion, comparing small things with
great. We have attempted this cod­
fish price fixing experiment. I agree
it was a first attempt; I did not oppose
it because hon. gentlemen in this
House with more knowledge of the
matter than I had expressed the
opinion that it might do, and I was not
prepared to cast my vote against an
experiment that might be worked suc­
cessfully, and might result in benefit
to the country at large. But hon.
gentlemen will remember I did not
anticipate the success thought of. If
we go to Canada we find a somewhat
similar matter in regard to the control
of the price of wheat. Now coal is a
non-perishable commodity and what
may be kept for four or five years
without serious deterioration, but Can
ada abandoned that plan some time
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ago and America did the same thing.
From Canada, go to Australia, and we
find a somewhat similar situation with
regard to wool . The London Times of
Feb. 19th last devoted pages to the
production of wool in Australia and
incidentally dealt with the situation
created there in regard to the pur­
chase of immense quantities of wool
by the Imperial Government. The ter­
mination of the war left the British
and Australian Governments which
had commandeered all the wool in
Australia in Imperial interests, and
are now left with a tremendous
amount of wool on their hands and are
endeavouring to sell to the best ad­
vantage. But in the meantime there
is a new clip of wool this year and
there will be another clip next year
and the outcome will be that new and
old wool will be competing and prices
will be beaten down. Now we have
to-day more fish in this country lying
in stores and fishermen’s places
around the coast than was ever here at
this date, in modern history. I think
that will be hardly disputed, and that
fish is being sold to-day at a very low
price, and within a few months will
have to be sold still lower, because
coming into competition with new fish.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—What Is
the amount?

HON. SIR P. T. McGrath:—I am
told between 350,000 and 400,000 qtls.,
almost one third of the catch. Of
course it is easy to see how that has
come about because up to the end of
December no fish was sold in Italy,
and while some sales have been made
since they have been fragmentary 1
think hon. gentlemen here will agree
with me that as a result of this in­
ability to make sales we are left to­
day with more fish than ever before,
bearing in mind that the catch last
year was only two thirds of several
previous years. My hon. friend op­
posite, Mr. Mews, justified the regu­

lations on the ground that they had
increased the price of fish to the fish­
ermen and enabled them to get better
figures than they would otherwise.
Granting that that is so, it must fol­
low that it must have been at some­
body elses expense, that of the mer­
chants and business people. I was
rather startled on Saturday to sec the
statement made in the Daily News
that the operation of the Coaker policy
has resulted in a loss to the country
of $15,000,000.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—How did
they arrive at those figures?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—First,
loss of sale of fish five millions. Per­
sonally I would make it four millions.
The catch last year according to Board
of Trade figures was 1,350,000 qtls.
and estimating an average loss of $3
a qtl. would make a total of some four
millions. Another statement is that on
the stocks in their store here in St.
John’s and around the country, the
business people by reason of reduced
prices have made a loss of $3,000,000.
That accounts for two items. Then
the loss in shiping is put down at $2.-
000,000. I do not know much about
shipping, but seeing that one firm on
the West Coast that was estimated to
own shipping at $850,000 the book
value of which is said to be now only
about one third of that figure, I should
say that two millions would be a good
figure.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—What did
they make out of freights during the
war?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—What
they made out of freights they lost
last fall buying fish. There is another
estimate on book debts which are five
millions. That is an item I am uncer­
tain about.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—If the
fishermen got a high price for fish
why cannot they pay their book debts?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I sup- 
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jpose because they do not want to. The
late Bishop McDonald of Hr. Grace at

/ the time of the Bank Crash remarked
/ that the planter robbed the merchant,
/ the merchant robbed the fisherman
| and the fisherman robbed the boat. I
| say if the fishermen had been paid a
j smaller figure the merchant would

have been in a better position. There
would not be the insolvencies and we
would not be faced with the appalling
outlook we are at the present.

HON. MR. BROWNINGInstead
of being put on a few, the losses
would have been in the people gener­
ally. It is put on a few people who
have been gambling. The trade of
this country for the past 50 years has
been nothing but a gamble. What has
caused this very depression is this en­
deavour to gamble going on for the
past 50 years. There has been no ac­
cumulation of wealth from the fish­
eries. It has always been gambling.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I
maintain that the business methods
pursued here are only the same as
elsewhere pursued.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—No, sir,
nowhere else.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHWell.
let us take wheat. The trafficing in
wheat in Canada and the U.S. is the
greatest gamble in the world to-day.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—I dispute
the hon. gentleman. The wheat market
is a very different thing from our fish
marketing. The millers sell their flour
to the buyers who sell it legitimately,
and it is only the persons not in the
trade who gamble. The people direct­
ly engaged in it do not gamble, but the
people outside, who are not regular
traders.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Well
the hon. gentleman knows a great deal
about the subject and I know nothing,
so I do not think we will get far in the
discussion. But the bucket shop deals 

in wheat as the greatest gamble of
to-day.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—The
bucket shop is simply a gambling con­
cern and takes the quotations off the
Board of Trade, steals them and sends
them out to people who gamble in
them.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—It
would be interesting if we had the
time to have the hon. gentleman de­
velop the point and illustrate where
the people who handle wheat in the
U.S. in competition with wheat from
all parts of the world differ in their
methods from the peole who buy fish
here and send it to Europe in competi­
tion with fish from other places. I
would be glad to learn of the business
being done differently, and how peo­
ple who handle fish in this country do
not do business on a basis that will
enable them to do it safely and pro­
perly. >

HON. MR. BROWNING:—The sys­
tem of doing business here is the sup­
plying merchant gets all the credit he
can and all the fish he possibly can
and uses every means to take it far be­
yond his capital, and fires it out of his
store and has no more control over it.
And no other product anywhere else
is handled in such a way.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Then
my hon. friend opposite suggested that
it was most desirable that the mer­
chants should continue to help out in
a critical situation by giving the usual
supplies. Now that is a very laudable
proposition, but I would like to ask
where the merchants, are going to get
the money to do it. I suppose there is
not a merchant engaged in the busi­
ness who has not made losses larger
than ever before in his history. I do
not want to give illustrations but I
think that cannot be gainsaid. Three
or four years ago our merchants sold
fish to Roumania and took Roumania
bonds. I have a clipping here.
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these
made

we
seats

$2 a
and flour a low figure.
gentlemen for all of
I suggest that a case be
an abandonment of this policy

SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I
to see the fishermen who are
take all the money they got
last fall and put it into the

quoting the speech of Lloyd George
March 4th. He said, in reply to the
demand of the Allies, 11% billion
pounds sterling were to be paid in
forty-two years. The Germans were
to pay to France 2% billions cash and
deduct one billion as paid already in

transference of ships and return of
certain cattle and so forth to France
and Belgium. Mr. Lloyd George went
on to say, and so the Treaty of Ver­
sailles laid down, that the country
which provoked the war ought to pay
the cost of war.

That disposes of any idea, I assume,
that we are going to get anything back
of the amount which it cost us to
carry on the war.

Now then it amounts to this: What
we are to get as our share of repara­
tion takes two forms. First, repay­
ment to people who have suffered
actual loss-people whose vessels have
been torpedoed—these are the claims
to be compensated in this country and
the only claims. In France and Bel­
gium a large number of people suffer­
ed loss through bombardments. Here
the only people who have any claim
are those who had vessels torpedoed.
Here is what is mentioned. France is
to get 55 per cent. Belgium 22 per
cent of the 11% billion pounds to be
got from Germany in 42 years, if it is
got.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—The Ger­
mans will pay. France paid in 1870.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Un­
der entirely different circumstances.
However, assuming they do pay, we
shall only get our proportion of the
22 per cent of what they do pay, which
may be nothing.

HON. MR. SHEA:—It will amount
to nothing.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—One
of the leading British Empire statis­
ticians has an article in the National
Review for March—(a London Maga­
zine). He estimates that Britain’s
share of the war reparation will 

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Where
did they get the money for supplies to
the fishermen in 1894?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I
think a good deal of it was found by
the fishermen themselves.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Let diem
find it now. £

HON.
have yet
going to
for fish 
fishery business this summer, because
fish is lower in price this year than in
1909 which was the summer
swept the country twenty-three 1
against thirteen; fish was then
quintal

Now
reasons
out for
in order to get back to the original
legitimate methods of dealing in fish.
My hon. friend says it will take two or
three years of the most drastic eco­
nomy to put the country on a firm
foundation. One of the surest ways to
bring about that is to do away with the
regulations and let the people do busi­
ness in the way in which they were
accustomed before the war.

Having dealt with that matter, I
wish to call attention to the paragraph
in the Speech from the Throne, dealing
with the German indemnity. The facts
concerning our share in this should be
made clear. The hon. gentleman in
other House who moved the Address in
Reply expressed the opinion we should
get a share of the German indemnity
sufficient to recoupe from the war. My
hon. friend on my left here expressed
the hope that we should get enough to
pay off our National Debt. The first
thing to understand is we shall get no
indemnity at all. The Peace Treaty
does not provide for it. It cost the
Colony fifteen million dollars to carry
on the war. We shall never get a
cent of it back. This is a strong state­
ment, but I can back it up. I am 
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amount in the pound, nineteen shil­
lings to Germany’s one.

I hope after this the public will
have a better understanding of what
we are likely to get from Germany as
our share of the indemnity. This will
disabuse the minds of people who have
been living in a fool’s paradise think­
ing we should get enough money from
Germany to pay off our National Debt.

HON. MR. SHEA:—To which para­
graph of the Speech are you refer­
ring?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:— It is
on the second page. It begins ‘My
Ministers have kept in close touch
with the Imperial authorities . . . .’

HON. MR. GIBB:—This paragraph
does not say that anything is hoped
for.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Sir
Michael Cashin said he had thirty mil­
lion dollars. Perhaps that is the sum
in the hon. member’s mind.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I
have followed the Peace Treaty too
closely to think we shall get anything
worth while. It is due to misunder­
standing that the hon. members in
both Houses think that the Colony is
going to get a large sum of money
from Germany to pay off the National
Debt.

I had intended to make an observa­
tion with regard to the railway, but as
I have spoken unduly long already, I
shall conclude, Mr. President, and I
may at a later opportunity speak on
that subject.

I repeat that if the fishery policy
imposed by the Government be repeal­
ed, it would be to the interest of trade
and greatly assist in getting things
back to normal.

HON. MR. RYAN:—In reading His
Excellency’s Speech from the Throne,
I noficed that the subject of inland
and coastal transportation will come
before us. There is no doubt that the
coastal system needs readjustment.
For about fifteen years the Ethie did 

good service in Conception Bay, the
Dundee in Bonavista Bay and the
Clyde in Green Bay, and gave general
satisfaction. But the past two years
the system, as far as the northern
bays are concerned, is out of joint.
Port Union has been made the termin­
us, and this service is not satisfactory
to Bonavista Bay. It would be much
better if the steamer for Bonavista
Bay be confined to that Bay and if the
other steamers were confined to their
respective bays, then the service would
be much better.

With regard to the coal areas. For
the past few years we have heard of
the coal possibilities of the country
but so far nothing has been done. If
the Government meant business why
does it not get to work and supply the
public with coal enough to meet their
needs.

I cannot congratulate the Govern­
ment on its policy since taking office
because so far it has helped to bring
disaster on the whole country. What
is the condition of Newfoundland to­
day? We all know the condition too
well. The fishery legislation has put
many in a deplorable state. Mer­
chants had cargoes held up last spring,
because they were not given clearance
to sail, with the result that fish on ar­
rival at destined port was unfit for
food. These losses apply in a great
measure to the West Coast and also to
the north, to some extent. I contend.
Mr. President, that these men of the
West Coast who met with such heavy
losses should be compensated by the
Government, by whose bungling these
losses have been sustained. These
people deserve compensation and
should get.

What about the firms who have com­
plied with the regulations, and who
up to the present have no returns.

What about the firms who have com­
plied with the regulations, and who
up to the present have no returns.
Who is responsible for such losses?
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Those who carry out the regulations.
These arc the results of the unwise
policy of the Government.

I regret sincerely the death of Mr.
W. B. Grieve, C.B.E., whose absence
from among us to-day is greatly felt.
If he were allowed to take part in this
discussion 1 feel sure he would agree.
He was so interested in the affairs of
the country and was a, man of so great
foresight and knew exactly by what
means the best results could be ob­
tained. He could see that the Gov­
ernment was digging a pit into which
we had to fall, and so we did.

I am glad the regulations on codfish
are rescinded although it came too
late. A vessel loaded in January last,
belonging to Messrs. Hollett of Burin
was no table to comply with the regu­
lations and was delayed in sailing. If
regulations had been lifted this would
not have happened. It is generally
understood that the Government ar­
ranged with some merchants here last
fall to purchase large quantities of
codfish at $8, besides cost of storage
and labour, etc. A great portion of
this fish, so I am informed, is still
here unsold. If we had no regulations,
sir, this fish would have been market­
ed and gone into consumption long
ago.

I hope the Government will repeal
this Act concerning the Fishery Regu­
lations so that they will never come in
force again, and have same removed
form the Statute Book, forever.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Mr.
President, this is one of the most im­
portant subjects which has ever come
before this country. I differ somewhat
from those who have spoken. I differ
entirely from them, but as it is getting
late I ask that this House adjourn un­
til to-morrow when the matter can be
again taken up and then I shall en­
deavour to give my reading as it ap­
pears to me, and give a review of the
trade for the past fifty years. This
country gets into exactly the same 
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position every five or six years to my
knowledge.

A message received from His- Ex­
cellency the Governor granting Hon.
W. J. Ellis permission of absence from
the meetings of this session, was then
read by the President.

A statement of the Newfoundland
Savings Bank was then placed on the
table.

The House adjourned at 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, April 5th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad­

journment.
HON. MR. BROWNING:—Mr.

President, one gathered from the re­
marks made by the three gentlemen
who spoke yesterday afternoon that
they condemned the fishery regula­
tions, which were the subject of their
remarks, in toto. There was absolut-
ly nothing in the fishery regulations
that ought not to be done away with.
That position, I think, is hardly ten­
able. I do not know that any of the
gentlemen really feel that that was
what they meant. I will ask, Mr.
Ryan, for instance, if the regulations
regarding the standardization and
cullage of fish were not a thing which
was desirable for the country. Mr.
Ryan was most emphatic in condemn­
ing the regulations in toto. I think,
Mr. Chairman, that very few persons
indeed would condemn the standardi­
zation and collage of fish. Therefore,
regulations in that respect have been
most popular with the exporters of
fish. If these regulations, so far as
regards the fishermen, were good, the
regulations might be given that much
credit anyway, but that is not the ob­
ject of the comments, so much as the
after-realization of the fish, while the
fish was in the hands of the fishermen
and coming up to the exporters or
coming up to be warehoused. I think
all the fish from the days it is caught
ought to be under regulations most
stringent, so that the fish when it 
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comes to be warehoused and marketed
would be of such a cull that it could
command a very high price. That was
the endeavour of the regulations of
last year, however far that was carried
out, supposing it was carried out, at
all, and it is time’ that everybody
should be aware that there was a
great improvement in the cure of fish
last year as compared with previous
years. But the honourable gentlemen
commented upon these regulations
with respect to the fish being ware­
housed, and gave no credit whatever
to the regulations for the endeavour
they might give them credit for the
improvement of fish. I think at least
they might give the credit where credit
is due. We all know that no regula­
tions brought in can reach the max­
imum or be perfect. It is only by ex­
perience in dealing with them that
they can come near to such a state.
Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I say that
the regulations, as far as they were
carried out, accomplished two-thirds
of what they set out to accomplish.
The other one-third was the realiza­
tion. Well, we all have our opinion
as to realization and the causes of
their not coming up to what was an­
ticipated. In previous years every man
who had anything to do with the fish­
ery was a law unto himself. He did
just as he pleased with his fish. There
was no control whatever. There was
no organization for the realization of
fish. There was no way of obtaining
information as to the markets. All
the information that was obtained
from the markets was obtained by
private people in their own interests
and not given out in a public manner,
as it was desirable that it should be.
Therefore, there was always an en­
deavour on the part of the different
exporters in some way to keep infor­
mation from, or, I might say, mislead
the country in relation to the infor­
mation they may have got, and it was
notorious how different the informa­

tion got from different exporters was.
That was a most deplorable state of
affairs, and it was not anywhere else
that such a state of affairs existed.
These regulations were enacted in or­
der to overcome that. I do not care to
enlarge upon that because in many
cases it was not the fault of the peo­
ple who were engaged in the business,
but the fault of the system, and there­
fore, an endeavour to change that
system ought to have been supported
by everyone in trade in the country,
no matter whether the regulations
were promising or not. While the
fish was in the hands of the fishermen
they were encouraged to make good
fish, and it is presumed that they did
make good fish. If it is the duty of
the country, the duty of the people,
and the duty of the Government, to
see that the fish was made well, it was
also the duty of the country, the peo­
ple apd the Government to see that
the fish was realized in the proper
manner. Of course, last year was an
exceptional year, and had we had
regulations for some years previous
to that, the disaster of realization
would not have been such as it has
been, but, being a new., affair and
meeting with such opposition, there
could hardly be anything else
happen other than the results
that have been-obtained. In the first
place, nobody seemed to .know that
there was an abundance of fish held
by the British Government. When
this fish began to be placed upon the
market, it was news to everybody that
any fish was held. I understand that
there was an endeavour to sell our
fish to the British Government, but
there was never a reference to the
fact that the British Government was
holding a quantity of Norwegian and
Danish fish, which, of course, they
had no use for after the War had
closed. This fish being dumped, re­
gardless of price or anything else, on
the markets, made it easy for those 
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who opposed the regulations to say
that there was nothing but disaster in
them. Lack of concerted action has
caused this country an enormous loss.
I do not believe, sir, that there has
been any harm done the fishermen of
this country. You have to look at
what we have passed through, and
you will see every five or six years,
just as truly as the clock goes round,
this country has been insolvent. There
is no person who can deny that for
years this country has been practically
insolvent. We who have been in busi­
ness, whether actually connected with
the fisheries or not, know it to be a
fact that there are a few years of
prosperity, and then adversity. Every­
body is clamouring to-day to know
where the fishermen are going to get
supplies, but I think that fishery sup­
plies were never given out except on a
business basis. I do not believe to­
day that there is anybody giving out
supplies on a philanthropic basis.
They are given out to get the fish
back in return, as a business proposi­
tion, and for many years that has
been the position. A man must have
some security behind him, the mer­
chant must see some way of getting
back the money advanced, before any
supplies are given.

It is the duty of the Government to
provide the fisherman and the labor
he has put into it and to give him fair
return for his fish and I congratulate
the Government upon their position
last year in stabilizing the price for
the fisherman. If that had not been
done the fishermen would have been
paupers and the merchants would not
have been in a better position than
they are to-day. It was unavoidable
and will be so until the national con­
trol of the products of the country is
put under regulation and people are
penalized for breaking these. The
weakness of the regulations last year
was that there was no penalty pro­
vided. If there had been a penalty 

for breaches of those regulations it
would have been a far different mat­
ter. You talk of the recuperative pow­
ers of this country. It is an absolute
by-word. No such thing exists as a
matter of fact except by the say so of
the fish merchants in the foreign
markets. They have the control of
the affairs of this country, of the
wealth of our merchants and country.
Sir Patrick McGrath cited instances
of trade uncontrolled. There is no
such thing. He cited the wheat
markets: There is nothing uncon­
trolled.

HON. MR. McNAMARA:—By sup­
ply and demand.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—By regu­
lations made for the carrying on of
the industry.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Who
makes those regulations?

HON. MR. BROWNING:—The sev­
eral boards. It is nowhere a law unto
itself, as it is here. It is very hard
indeed to draw a case between wheat
and codfish.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—
Why?

HON. MR. BROWNING:—It is a
different thing and a smaller market.
If we had such a market as you re­
ferred to yesterday then we could go
there and cover our options. That the
few men who export fish are to be a
law unto themselves as to what they
do with the product of thousands of
fishermen which we are depending on
and the realization of their fish then
we will be not one step further than
we are. As regards supply and de­
mand, that is an absolute camouflage.
There is no such thing in this country
as we make it. With fifty or sixty
thousand quintals of fish in Oporto
and fifteen or twenty vessels outside,
is that supply and demand? And you
call that supply and demand.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—That is supply
without demand.
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HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—

Does not the same thing apply with
wheat? Who regulates how wheat
goes to European markets?

HON. MR. BROWNING:—The pur­
chasers. The curse of this trade is
consignments. There are those ves­
sels outside Oporto and as many more
inside unsold on consignment with no
control whatever. Sir Patrick Mc­
Grath referred yesterday to Lighter
in Chicago. Since his day the wheat
merchants of America made, such
regulations that there never will be
another Lighter. And that is what we
want to get here. He also referred
yesterday to a concern here who ac­
cumulated a vast amount of wealth by
fish within the past few years and to­
day are embarrassed. It is true this
was an abnormal year; true that the
exporters were not informed as to the
true position of fish held by the Brit­
ish Government. Had there been no
fish held by the British Government
which nobody seems to have known
anything about, then larger prices
would have been obtained. As to the
poverty of the people in the foreign
markets, I have grave doubts. It is
not our business whether they are
poor or rich. We are here to transact
business and do the best we can for
ourselves.

HON. MR. RYAN:—We transacted
business in a very nice manner the
past 12 months by our fixed prices.
We put an exorbitant price on our
fish as if there was no other fish on
sale except in Newfoundland. To-day
Spain has four times too much fish
and about 400,000 qtls. remain in St.
John’s all brought on by fish regula­
tion prices. If we had had common
sense we would not have fixed such
high prices on our fish. One hundred
shillings for Greece. Why it was
madness. I could send fish across
and make money on it at 70 shillings,
and others as well as I.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—What 

brought the fish there is simply the
incapacity and inability of those peo­
ple who grabbed all the fish and sent
it to market. If these people had the
money to put into their trade instead
of gabbling all the fish they could
possibly get, there would be no neces­
sity for this fish there. I grant you
there was an oversupply of fish caused
by the want of unity and want of or­
ganization amongst the exporters.
There would not then be the glut of
fish sent to the market, but unfortun­
ately the fish held by the British Gov­
ernment was dumped on the market
regardless of price and through the
most unwise propaganda that went on
here and exposing our position, and
as I understand telegrams were sent
over telling these people not to buy
our fish. And on situation there was
people were told not to buy our fish
and they used this other fish as a
lever, though it was poor fish. It
would have paid this country to take
all the poor fish and sunk it rather
than send it over there. What we want
i sorganization and not that every ex­
porter of fish should be a law unto
himself. Why should they do what
they please with their product. It is
not his money. They have not prob­
ably a dollar in it.

HON. MR. RYAN:—You are wrong
in my case. I have got no money from
the banks.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—I was
not talking of individuals, but of the
rule. There are some hon. gentlemen
I know who finance their own busi­
ness, but there are others who are
gambling on it. There is no such
thing as a gamble in my business; but
the fishery business is nothing but a
gamble, and they are the worst sort
of gamblers. There is no philanthro-
phy in supplying the fishermen. No
man goes on handing out supplies
who does not expect to get a fair pro­
fit . There has been no loss in sup­
plying for the fishery.
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HON. MR. RYAN:—I should like to

see my hon. friend Mr. Browning go
into the fishery. He is not too old yet.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—I have
seen, lots of accounts in the fish busi­
ness. I do not say there are not some
men who are endeavouring to do the
trade of the country properly, but they
are handicapped by others who are
nothing but gamblers just as if they
were operating with one of those
wheels of fortune which we used to
see on the Race Course some years
ago. They have just as much control
as that; they are permitted to win
some years. As I said it is a cycle of
years in the fish trade, and we are in­
solvent more often than solvent. A
man begins at zero, or under zero, on
credit; he makes a handsome profit,
is permitted to do so by the merchant
in the foreign market. He lets every­
body know he made money and next
year gets all the credit he possibly
can. He probably succeeds the second
year because it is the desire of these
people, but the next year it is disaster.
We are going on from year to year in
the same way. Are we going to con­
tinue this and allow a few exporters
in this country to run this thing from
affluence to poverty? and that has
been the result, to my knowledge, for
the past 50 years. The only source of
real permanent wealth here are the
agriculture, the Grand Falls and other
such enterprises. It would be a good
thing indeed if the Government could
see their way clear to spend an enor­
mous sum of money and have a lot of
men develop such land as we have.
Not that the fishery is not sure; the
fishery is just as sure a crop as any
other crop. It is the abuse of the
fishery, and therefore we want to
stabilize something so that there will
be something left afterwards. The
worst of this system of realizing on
fish is that these people who are suc­
cessful for a few years get so greedy
that they encroach upon everybody 
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else. I know several firms on the
West Coast that have been crippled by
this one firm that has been referred
to in their endeavours to grab up all
the fish. It is this lack of unity and
co-operation amongst the exporters.

HON. MR. RYAN:—Even with the
regulations on there was no unity
amongst the exporters. Every man
was doing the best he could to keep
his information from his neighbour.
Even on the Advisory Board some few
parties had information which they
would not give to others.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Endeav­
ours have been made for years among
a few to come together and make
regulations, but they failed, and the
Government was unwise enough last
year to think that the fact of their
making regulations would lead to
everybody joining with them and give
them the support they might reason­
ably expect. They did not know the
absolute treacherous_ disposition of
the people of this town. These are
hard words but that is true.

HON. MR. RYAN:—It was a pity
more did not oppose them.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—I quite
sympathize with Mr. Ryan because he
has been brought up for years in that
business. I wish to congratulate the
Government on the comparative suc­
cess of the regulations. I did not ex­
pect last year they were going to be a
success, but I say they were partially
successful and Mr. Ryan agrees with
me that in their endeavour to stand­
ardize the cull of fish, they were suc­
cessful.

HON. MR. RYAN:—But no sane
man would agree with fixed prices.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—If this
endeavour had been supported by all
it would have been a success. Why
was not this information given to a
bureau that all would have, instead of
treacherously going abroad and tell­
ing these people not to buy our pro­

COUNCIL
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duct, as I understand cables to that
effect were sent from here to Italy.

HON. MR. RYAN:—I do not know
anything about these cablegrams.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—But it is
an absolute fact and I understand the
Government are in possession of these
telegrams. And flsh would have been
sold months before the Consorzio
went out in Italy had it not been for
the endeavours of persons here in St.
John’s. I hope the Government will
take this seriously into consideration
and make the rules more stringent
that people in this business will not
be a law unto themselves.

HON. MR. RYAN:—Yesterday Hon.
Mr. Browning stated that after a mer­
chant loaded his cargo of flsh and
sent it outside the heads, he troubles
no more about it.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—He had
no control over it.

HON. MR. RYAN:—1 wish to say
from my own experience and what I
think is done by all the exporters in
the trade, from the time the vessel
commences to take cargo on board,
the owner of that fish gets into com­
munication with his broker in Liver­
pool or his agents in Greece, Italy,
Spain or Portugal, offering his cargo
for sale. He does not let the cargo go
out of his mind altogether because it
is worth so much money to him. Some­
times the vessel calls at Gibraltar for
orders and if she is chartered he has
to pay demurrage after 48 hours, but
if he owns the vessel it often pays him
to keep her there until such time as
the cargo is sold. He does not forget
that he has a cargo of flsh at Gibral­
tar but he is constantly in touch with
his brokers and agents in the foreign
market until a purchase for that cargo
can be got.

With regard to the standardization
of fish, I may say, I know a great deal.
From a boy I have been used to split­
ting, washing, salting and curing, and
there is this, then, I wish to say. I 

know merchants, a great many, in the
flsh trade who do not know the dif­
ference between flsh. A lot of men
go about talking about the curing and
splitting of fish who do not know the
first thing about it. Put a haddock by
the side of a codfish and put a sculpin
in the middle an"d they would not be
able to tell the one from the other. My
hon. friend knows one from the other
for he has seen a great deal of fish
one way and the other. The whole
thing is a gamble as every other busi­
ness is. Hon. Mr. Browning’s busi­
ness is a gamble. We are all gam­
bling in this world.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—There
may be competition, but not gambling.

HON. MR. RYAN:—Did not Mr. A.
J. Harvey enter the business to break
down your prices?

HON. MR. STEER:—Hon. Mr.
Browning is now speaking on a sub­
ject of which he knows nothing.

HON. MR. RYAN:—If Mr. Brown­
ing went to the office and studied the
letters and messages—cablegrams
from Gibraltar, Liverpool, Spain and
Portugal he would know a little more
about what he is saying. If he saw
the quantities of messages sent he
would understand better.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—That
confirms exactly what I said. A
bureau is wanted. At the present
time every man is a ‘law unto him­
self,’ and information is not given to
the public.

HON. MR. RYAN:—I have been
given to understand that when we had
an Advisory Board, half the members
were invited to attend certain meet­
ings, and the other half were left out.
Talk about bureau! Have we not
wanted many things which we shall
never get.

Talking about the standardization of
flsh—we had also to clean the black
film off the fins of flsh. That was
tried ten or fifteen years ago by your
humble servant and proved a failure.
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I spoke of this at the Board of Trade
and all laughed at me, but I did not
mind that.

I was stopped from sending a vessel
to Greece with a cargo of fish for
which I could have got a good price,
but I was not allowed to send it. We
had fixed prices and these kill trade.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—What
prevented your vessel from going
there?

HON. MR. RYAN:—The price put
on it. The people could not afford to
buy, at the price—twenty shillings a
quintal profit.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—How
could you say you were prevented
from sending your vessel?

HON. MR. RYAN:— Ihad com­
munication with people in Greece, but
was not allowed to send, because car­
go was not sold. So I met with a loss
of a few hundred pounds on the car­
go. Putting a fixed price on our cod­
fish when other markets were selling
at reduced price ruined our chances.
Had not the fixed prices been put on
our fish it would have gone into con­
sumption long ago, and the quicker
the better.

I know a little about this, Mr.
Browning, and 1 cannot, I am sorry to
say, take a lesson from you, for I have
been familiar with the fish business
ever since I was a boy. You can tell
me how to make biscuits and bake
bread for I do not know anything
about these things, but in dealing with
the handling of fish I know what I am
talking about.

You made a remark just now that
two-thirds of the regulations had been
carried out with good effect.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Yes, the
standardization. There are three
status—the catching, curing and ware­
housing, of it, and the other third the
realization of it.

HON. MR. RYAN:—The catch last
year was the same as it was a hun­
dred years ago. No doubt the wash­

ing, splitting and salting properly,
was a good thing, but the others were
bad and caused the country to be in
the state that it is now in.

With regard to getting price from
foreign market. I can cable Greece,
Italy, Spain, Oporto, and after twenty-
four hours I know what I can get for
my fish, and the quantities in that
market, and then all that had to be
done was to secure the services of the
best agent one can get. I have been
dealing with brokers in London for
forty years, who were honourable and
just in their dealings, but in 1914 1
was forced to cut my connections with
these men. On account of the Fishery
Regulations I could ship my fish only
through a gentleman by the name of
Mr. Hawse. I was completely de­
prived of dealing with those brokers
who gave me entire satisfaction. I
can get a price in Italy, Greece, Spain
and Oporto every twenty-four hours,
where I can send my cargoes if I want
to, also the amount of fish in the for­
eign markets—Norwegian and Ice­
lander. That is why we should have
a free hand to sell, not send it over
there to be put into stores to rot—and
we have to pay storage and other
charges. The fixing of prices will
never work out. There is too much
competition. The quicker the law is
repealed the better for Newfoundland.

The twentieth of June will see if
the regulations and fixed prices in the
foreign markets work, and if the Act
is not repealed, we shall see how
many men there will be to go to the
fishery this year.

HON. MR. STEER:—I should like
to say a few words while we are on
this matter. The attitude Mr. Brown­
ing has taken on this question has
much surprised me. There is no man
in Newfoundland who would object
more strongly to any interference in
his line of business than he. If there
was an Advisory Board appointed to
regulate the price of bread and bis­



42 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
cuits and when he ought to buy and
sell, what would be his position then?
He would certainly object and yet, he
is an advocate of the policy that fifty
or sixty fish exporters are to be die- ,
tated to as to how they should run
their business.

His statement with regard to the
regulations having improved the make
of the fish, is incorrect. The op­
posite is the case. The fish was never.
worse. As far as the standardization
is concerned, I think it works to the
detriment instead of to its betterment,
for I am given to understand that lish
bought for $4 a quintal poorly culled
was reculled and shipped at Mareira
for doubl ethe price.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—This is
not the fault of the regulations.

HON. MR. STEER:—The Hon. Mr.
Mews on the opening of this House
expressed doubt as to whether the
Fish Regulations were harmful or not,
and said that at any rate they were
beneficial in that they resulted in >b-
taining better prices for the fishermen
than they would otherwise have re­
ceived. Surely he did not intend us
to take such expressions seriously for
one has only to size up the situation
during the past few months, and as it
is at present (with so many firms be­
ing declared insolvent, others verging
on the same, and others asking for
extension of time to meet their lia­
bilities, nearly all of them being con­
nected, more or less directly with the
fishery) and ask themselves what is
the cause of such a condition of af­
fairs. And whilst we must acknow­
ledge that whilst a certain amount of
the present depression amongst us is
brought about by conditions which are
world wide, it must, be conceded that
our state has been considerably ag­
gravated as the direct results of the
disastrous fishery regulations.

Ichallenge contradiction to the fol­
lowing facts:

The regulations have not benefltted 

the fish exporters as is proved by the
fact that they were practically unani­
mous in their demands a few weeks
ago that all such regulations be lift­
ed, and to-day are demanding that
these Acts be wiped off the Statute
Books.

The regulations have not been of
any benefit to the fish exporters (more
particularly those who are not fish ex­
porters) but on the contrary have re­
sulted in the majority of such firms
being placed in a most unfortunate
and embarrassing condition with
heavy fishery accounts unpaid and the
possibility before many of them of
being wiped out of existence.

And even as regards the fishermen
themselves, partly on whose account
it has been pleaded that the regula­
tions were framed, what is the con­
dition to-day? As a matter of fact
owing to the poor prices obtained for
their catch (not much over $4 per
qtl.) the vast majority of fishermen
have been unable to pay their curre it
supplier, and are approaching the
coming outfitting season with a heavy
burden of debt upon their shoulders.

With these facts staring one in the
face how can any member of this
House seriously make the assertion
that he is doubtful as to the result of
the regulations and as to whether they
were harmful or not.

We are to work in unity and har­
mony and forgetting all dift’erencies
endeavour unitedly to reconstruct our
affairs on a solid bases and lift them
out of the state of chaos in which they
are to-day. We can only do so by
facing the facts that are staring us in
the face and no half-hearted uneasi­
ness can be of any avail.

With regard to the present sugar
situation, I fail to see where so much
blame can justly be attached to the
Government on this account. If you
will remember last summer the Gov­
ernment was subject to severe critic­
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isms on this very matter, and demands
were made by certain sections of both
Houses that they should control
sugar and other commodies. Not only
so, but all sections of the daily press
joined in a popular clamour for con­
trol, and I take it, the hands of the
Government were made to meet this
popular clamour, and it looked at that
time indeed that the control of sugar,
at least, would be a wise measure. I
personally was strongly against any
such control and expressed my views
rather forcibly here, for I have always
considered that interference with the
ordinary course of trade and the ig­
noring of the laws of supply and de­
mand could never be made to work for
ultimate good. Unfortunately my fears
have turned out to have been only too
well warranted although we have the
consolation (if that can be any satis­
faction to us) of knowing that others
are in the same fix as ourselves. In
England conditions as regards sugar
are identical with our own. I will
read an extract or two from English
papers to prove this:

SUGAR “SLUMP.”
Sjr R. Park Lyle on Our Purchases.

The cause of the “slump” in the
United States sugar markets and the
position of the Royal Commission on
the Sugar Supply in regard to it were
described to a Daily Mail reporter by
Sir Robert Park Lyle, a member of
the Royal Commission and chairman
and managing director of Abram Lyle
and Sons, sugar refiners.

The Commission is responsible for
the buying of sugar for this country
and has been criticised on the ground
that it has been caught with big sup­
plies on a falling market. Sir Robert
has been responsible for a great deal
of the Government sugar buying.

“The Sugar Commission,” he said,
“began buying sugar from Cuba last
autumn at approximately £39 per ton.

“Shortly afterwards the price in­
creased owing to the Cuban crop being 
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estimated to fall short of the original
hopes by 500,000 tons and to the an­
ticipated increased consumption in the
United States following prohibition.

Mauritius Purchase
“The Sugar Commission followed

the rise for some time but have bought
no sugar in the Western markets since
June. About the end of that month
we concluded a contract with the
planters of our own Colony of Maur­
itius for the purchase of practically
the entire output, 200,000 tons. The
price paid was £90 per ton f.o.b. (free
on board). This was when sugar in
the United States was £130 per ton.

“While to-day the Mauritius sugar
looks dear, there can be no doubt that
that purchase, having put this coun­
try in an independent position, contri­
buted largely to the present ‘slump’ in
prices which will enable this country
to buy its future supplies at a more
moderate price.

“In the United States sugar became
so dear that the expected increase in
consumption due to the country’s go­
ing dry has not materialised, and the
Cuban crop is turning out better than
expected.

“These combined facts have
changed the whole position. Hence
the ‘slump’ in prices. Sugar which in
May was worth 23 cents (nominally
ll%d.) a pound can now be bought
at 10 cents (nominal! 5d.)”—The
Over-Seas Daily Mail, Sept. 11, 1920.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHWith
your approval, Mr. President, 1 shall
deal with some of the questions
brought up this afternoon. I should
not really speak again except on mo­
tion of adjournment but I shall forego
that privilege for the opportunity of
speaking now.

This is a personal matter to me as I
was a member of the original Food
Control Board.

At the end of May, 1919, this Board
practically ceased operations, owing to
conditions at that time. We had to 
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continue operations in September till
November, 1919. There was no Food
Control1 Board then until the eve of
the By-Election as there was the
usual agitation for something to be
done, and the Government appointed
a new Food Control Board. The Gov­
ernment made a great mistake. If it
had let good enough alone there would
have been no trouble. If it had not
revived the Food Control Board to
deal with sugar we should have been a
great deal better off. The new Board
appointed confined its activities to
sugar. The hon. member opposite
can perhaps correct me.

HON. MR. MEWS:—They did some­
thing with flour. If I might explain in
connection with flour. The Canadian
wheat exporters said they Ivould not
deal with the Government but only
with the Food Control Board. That
was one reason for its revival.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—We
had pretisely that situation in the old
Food Control Board. You refer to the
reduction of $2 on flour. This could
have been settled if proper representa­
tion had been made at Ottawa. That
$2 was put on to equalize price with
that prevailing in the United States,
and to prevent speculation.

When it was pointed out to them the
condition this country was in and the
difficulties we had to face in getting
supplies of food stuffs into the coun­
try before the 31st day of December
to supply the northern outports,, and
when I asked at Washington for
double supplies of sugar and other
things for the last three months, they
said “No, you cannot have them,” but
when I explained to them that all our
northern coast and western coast was
icebound for three or four months in
the winter, they said, “That is a dif­
ferent matter. Give us your minimum
requirements, and we will give you
what you need.” Similarly with this
reduction of $2.00 on flour, the Cana­

dian Government put on $2.00 to keep
supplies in their own country.

HON. MR. MEWS:—That is not
quite true. It was to bring up the ex­
port value to the price the United
States was charging.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—The
reason which appeared the previous
year was that there was .an agreement
between the United States and Can­
ada that trade would flow in the
natural direction, that Canada would
supply Britain and Northern Europe,
and the United States the South. The
Canadians put a tax of $2.00 per bar­
rel on flour, and that would apply to
us, but of course the moment repre­
sentations were made to the proper
authorities, that was taken off, be­
cause their attitude was, as I see it,
both at Washington and Ottawa, to
treat us as one of themselves.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Why did
they put that $2.00 on?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—
Largely to keep flour in their own
country for their own requirements,
because there was a shortage.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—To keep
it out of the United States.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—To
keep it out of the United States and
every other country until their own
requirements were supplied.

HON. MR. MEWS:—The Canadians
were getting flour $2.00 cheaper than
any other part of the world.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Ex­
actly, and they put on an export duty
to equalize the price.

HON. MR. MEWS:—It was $2.00
that would go into the pockets of the
farmers.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Yes,
it was one of the difficulties that arose
from the War. It was not a normal
condition at all. But, not to dwell too
long on this matter, the initial mis­
take I think was the appointment of
the Food Control Board. As to the
position of the existing Food Control
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Board in regard to sugar, opinions
differ. I might be regarded as an un­
fair critic. I think, if I may be per­
mitted to say so, my honourable friend
and his associates were very vigorous
in their denunciation of me in their
manifesto issued before the last elec­
tion. Probably I might be permitted
to say that in my opinion their mis­
take was that they did not do as we
did. We operated for two and a quar­
ter years and we never handled one
dollar of Government money. We
bought sugar and other commodities
when people wanted them and paid
for them. We said “How much do
you want? Give us your cheque.”
Many honourable gentlemen here
know that they had to put their
cheques down before the food stuff
was ordered, and we never took a dol­
lar of Government money.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—You comman­
deered sugar coming into the country.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHYes.
HON. MR. GIBBS:—And you paid

for it before it was bought.
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—No.
HON. MR. GIBBS:—I have known

cases where sugar was commandeer­
ed and the person got his money to
pay for it at the bank.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—That
may be so.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—That sugar did
not pass into the hands of the con­
sumer within a few days.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I do
not quite get the honourable gentle­
man’s point.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—When sugar
arrived it was taken over by the Board
and paid for, but the person under
whose control it afterwards came had
not bought that sugar in the mean­
time.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—But
he furnished me with commitments.
There are honourable gentlemen here
who were in that class of transaction
with me and who

wanted stocks they had to put down
their cheques for it.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Oh, that may
be so.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Cer­
tainly we commandeered sugar. We
commandeered whole cargoes of
sugar. We commandeered a cargo on
Harvey & Company and we comman­
deered a cargo on Rossiter & Com­
pany, and we took it and distributed
it amongst the trade, and we made
the trade put up their cheques for the
amount of sugar, and then we handed
them the sugar.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Supposing you
had not got committments for all the
cargoes, where would you get the
money?

HON. MR. WINTER:—The Board
would not order any sugar except
what they had orders for.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—
There may have been a time when
there were two or three hundred bar­
rels over. But, remember, whatever
we may have done was done in War
time. However, to get back to the
point of sugar, I think the mistake
made was in these gentlemen going
into the purchase of sugar and taking
a half a million dollars worth of pub­
lic money to buy the first stock of
sugar they imported, and they took a
lot of that sugar out of the hands of
private tradesmen who would have
made a loss of $35,000 on it except
that the Food Control Board stepped
in and relieved them. I think, though,
it would have been very hard on these
people if the Board had not done that.
But if there had been no Food Board—

HON. MR. MEWS:—You are speak­
ing now after the event.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I had
two and a quarter years of experience,
and I learnt something about it; at
least, I flatter myself that I did.

With reference to the speech of my
honourable friend, Mr. Browning, I do

this a debating know that if they not want to make
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point, but yesterday he said he con­
sidered the question before the House
the most important one that was ever
before the country. I agree with him
that that is so, and because I think it
is why I want to make clear some of
the issues that arc obscured by his
presentation of the case. To begin
with, he says that the chief difficulties
that hampered or impaired the effici­
ency of the fishery regulations was
that it was not known that there was
any Norwegian or Danish fish to be
thrown on the market. Well then, why
did not the trade learn about it?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—The same
thing applies to New Brunswick. The
lumber market there is very bad. The
people of New Brunswick did not
know that lumber was going to be un­
loaded on them as it was.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Not
alone is the New Brunswick market
demoralized, but the whole lumber
market of Canada. Take our own con­
dition. You cannot sell lumber in this
place to-day. And our lumber is not
the kind of lumber that can go out of
Newfoundland and go into competition
with lumber of other countries. The
fact that lumber was unloaded on the
market was only one factor out of
many that made the price go down. I
know something about it for this
reason, that when we were in Britsh
Columbia at the Press Conference we
were everywhere confronted with ter­
rible stories of depression in the lum­
ber market, due to the world depres­
sion.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—If my
honourable friend would look through
the proceedings of the British Colum­
bia Parliament he would see that it
was the dumping of lumber held by
the British Government during the
War on the market that made a sur­
plus mot anticipated by the trade, and
so put down the price.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—That
was one of the factors.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—A very
great factor. And the same thing ap­
plies to fish.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—The
dumping of fish on the market by the
British Government was one of the
factors, but when my honourable
friend says that we did not know that
was going to be done, I say, we ought
to have known.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—They did
not know that this lumber would be
thrown on the market, and it is hardly
likely that our people here who have
no system of getting information could
be informed of the fish.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—There
is this difference which the honourable
gentleman forgets with respect to
Newfoundland codfish. We do not
consume very much, relatively, in this
country. It all has to go out. With
regard to British Columbia lumberand
New Brunswick lumber, there is a big
demand all over Canada for it for all
sorts of purposes, and I say that while
the other factor operated to some ex­
tent, the big factor was the depression
that brought about the collapse in the
domestic market, but one of the argu­
ments underlying this collapse of the
fish regulations was that all the infor­
mation was going to be available. Now
I was never a strong partizan on this
question of fish regulations, and all
through the autumn I used to discuss
with business men, members of the
Advisory Board and others, who used
to say, “We are going to win out on
this,” and I would say, “Are you satis­
fied that there is no fish available to
come into competition?” The answer
was, “We know where every cod is
that is in the world.” This was in
October and November, and in Decem­
ber the bottom blew out of the whole
thing. Now I could take my oath on
that, that members of the Advisory
Board said they knew where every
cod-tail was that was in the world, and
what do we find in the long run? But 
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my honourable friend’s argument
breaks down through this fact, that if
there was this quantity of Norwegian
and Danish fish available, our stock
of fish was one-third smaller than or­
dinarily, and if we admit that there
was an excess of fish in Norway and
we can see there was less in this
country, there could not have been
much more than an average quantity
available for the world’s markets.
And, getting to that point, I will now
return to the question of Greece. My
honourable friend here, Mr.' Ryan,
knows very well, but in the hurry of
the moment I am sure he forgot to
say, that the chief cause of our ina­
bility to make sales in Greece through
the Codfish Exportation Board was
the fact that the price of fish going to
Greece was boosted up in order that
people here who owned vessels would
be able to get a paying freight out of
the cargo. Let me take the famous
case of Smith and Shipman. Figures
which I could produce here to-morrow
went to show that Smith and Shipman
were making $4.50 a quintal profit off
fish that they bought here, sent to
New York, and sent across by steam­
er. I went to a member of the Ad­
visory Board and said “How do you
account for this? Why is this man
who is a stranger here, with offices in
his hat, who has no connection with
the country, how is it he is able to
come down here and make $4.50 a
quintal profit?” and the explanation
that the price was put up for Greece
in order that our people who have
vessels would be able to get a freight
because these people put their money
into vessels during the War, and now
the value has gone down, and we
think they are entitled to make some
profit on the freightage of fish from
here to Greece. I think that is why
we lost the Greece market.

HON. MR. RYAN:—I do not think
that is correct. It was the very high
price of fish that was going there and 

the fact that nobody was allowed to
send a vessel unless the cargo was
sold beforehand that made us lose
Greece.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—
Whatever the cause, the fact remains
that Smith and Shipman were sending
fish from here via New York, at the
same time that people were not per­
mitted to send fish from here direct
unless they got a very high figure, and
everybody knows that Smith & Ship­
man went into court to look for a
Mandamus, and the Government, ra­
ther than have the whole thing
brought forward, agreed to give them
the permit they were looking for, and
they sent a shipment by the “Rosa­
lind” last summer, and made $4.50 a
quintal on it.

Now we come to Italy. The story
of Italy hardly needs to be retold.
There are honourable gentlemen here
who know that Italy could get all the
fish she wanted and did get all the
fish she wanted and did not take our
fish. The suggestion that that is due
to the newspapers, is, I think, not a
sound one. After all, I assume that
there are people in Italy who have
agents here. I do not know who they
are. But Spain and Portugal had
agents here, and if Italy did, he re­
ported to them how things were, and
if Italy did not have an agent here, the
Italians showed a great lack of fore­
sight. When we talk about keeping
information from ourselves, we must
remember that Norway gives us infor­
mation all the year around. Everv
week we can go down to the Board of
Trade and see the returns of the Nor­
wegian fishery for the previous week,
and yet in the Bill that we passed at
the last session, there was a clause, to
which I objected at the time, to pena­
lize people from giving information.
In my opinion, no man is harmed by
the Press. For four or five months
the Government has held back the fact
that public money was used to buy 
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fish. The sensible thing to have done
was to give it out at the time. No­
body was deceived, and the only peo­
ple who are hurt by it are the Gov­
ernment. I think it was a great mis­
take.

Now coming to Spain, Spain was
not a regulated market at the begin­
ning of last fall. The price in Spain
was up to regulation figure, but be­
cause we could not sell anywhere
else, people shipped their surplus to
Spain, and the Spanish market be­
came worse than any other, and I be­
lieve that that fish was sent to Spain
for something like 25 or 30 shillings,
or perhaps less.

Then take the Portuguese market,
the price was put at an extraordinary
figure, and ultimately we had to come
down, and a few weeks ago we had to
take the regulations off Portugal alto­
gether. Take Brazil, the price was
fixed at 102, and then a circular was
sent out that 100 might be accepted,
and then it was said, as about other
places, that the members of the Ad­
visory Board or the firms they repre­
sented, having inside information,
sold their own cargoes first. Now I
do not say that is true. I have no
knowledge of whether or not it is true,
but I do say this, that you- can go to
any Board of Trade man and you will
get many to say that in their opinion,
the people on the Advisory Board used
their position for their own advant­
age. Icannot state the charge as a
fact, because I do not know enough
about the matter, but it does seem
peculiar that the members of the Ad­
visory Board or the firms they repre­
sented were the ones that made the
sales of fish.

Now all. these things go to prove
that the regulations have been a mis­
take. I am not criticising the good
faith of those who brought in the bills
and supported them last year. I be­
lieve the regulations were a mistake,
but I believe they were honest. I do 

not agree with the regulations. They
were an experiment. I was prepared
to support them as an experiment. I
am not prepared to advocate their con­
tinuance, because I believe the experi­
ment has been a hopeless failure. My
honourable friend suggests that, so
far as standardization is concerned, it
may be claimed that they are bene­
ficial. I am not satisfied with the evi­
dence that I have seen that they have
been an advantage, and I will give my
honourable friend my reasons. One
of the regulations provided that there
should be no fish shipped tai qual; it
should be all culled. Well, I think it
could be disputed that a firm which
was connected with the adoption of
the policy and with its enforcement
shipped a cargo of talqual to Europe
a few days ago. This was stated in
the Board of Trade rooms, so that 1
have no hesitation in repeating it,
though I do not guarantee it. And I
do not think it can be denied that Mr.
Harris of Grand Bank—Mr. George
Harris, I think, the younger man—
wired from Oporto a few weeks ago
and instructed his people at Grand
Bank that cargoes' of fish belonging
to that firm were to be shipped talqual
in defiance of the regulations. So, so
far as that rule has been concerned, it
cannot have been a success, if that is
the position. My honourable friend
said that it was wise to get all infor­
mation possible about the fishery.
Well, that was the policy last year,
but we all remember how our honour­
able friend, Mr. Grieve, so emphatical­
ly objected last year to that phase of
it, that he and everybody else had to
give information and it went into the
Marine and Fisheries Department,
where it became the property of the
Minister—and I am not speaking of
any particular Minister, but the Min­
ister for the time being—and his Ad­
visory Board, and these people could,
if they so wished, use that informa­
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tion for their own benefit. I do not
say ,that they did do so, but you can
find a lot of people who will say that
they did. My honourable friend went
on to say that we had a cycle of six or
seven years resulting in insolvency,
well, we are not singular in that re­
spect. That applies to nearly every
country in the world. The honourable
member shakes his head. I rarely
make a statement here that I cannot
give some substantial evidence to sup­
port.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Other
countries may have difficulties, but
not disasters such as come upon us.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—One
of the greatest financial disasters in
the history of the world occurred in
the United States in 1893, another oc­
curred in 1900, and another in 1907.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Yes,
that is an entirely different thing alto­
gether. These panicd were not caused
by the general trade, nor did they ef­
fect the affairs of the country. It was
their system of financing that was the
cause of it. The country was rich in
itself, but the system of financing they
had was tight. At the present day
this does not occur.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Is
not that precisely what causes every
panic? There was a panic in the U.
S. and in Canada in the fall and there
is a condition of commercial depres­
sion there to-day. But what has
brought about that condition? Only
what has brought it about here. The
fact that they have commodities they
can’t sell. My hon. friend suggested
the regulations are a panacea for that
sort of thing and he says we should
continue to use them. He says he
congratulate^ the Government. Does
he consider the experiment a success?

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Not an
absolute success; but if they had been
supported they would have been.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—It
may conceivably be that a situation 

may arise where a policy of regula­
tion would be effective, but I do not
think so in this country. I recollect
making the remark in 1919 when the
regulations were introduced that I
hoped something might come of them,
but I could not see why, if they had
all the virtue claimed for them, no­
body else had discovered it, and it was
left to two or three people in New­
foundland to produce this panacea for
all the commercial ills for 18 months
with what result: that to-day four or
five million dollars, according to some
people has been lost on \y2 million
qtls. of fish and that is an experiment
I do not think we can afford to repeat.
The illustration of my hon. friend is
clear evidence of the lighthearted
spirit with which this matter was gone
into. Somebody thought he had dis­
covered a wonderful thing in white
nape fish, and the Advisory Board,
presumably composed of men who
thought they knew what they were do­
ing, made the highest price for that,
and then the next thing we saw was
some unfortunate people going about
from door to door trying to sell it. I
trust, in the light of what has happen­
ed during the past 18 months, the
Government will see their way clear
to abandon the attempt of fish regu­
lations, because I think such a policy
is only going to perpetuate the evil
conditions existing at present.

The Address in Reply then passed
the House without division.

Second reading of the Municipal
Bill was deferred.

House then adjourned until Thurs­
day next at 4 o’clock.

THURSDAY, April 7th, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
HON. MR. BROWNING:—Before

proceeding with the regular business
of the day I should like to draw atten­
tion to the report of Mr. Steer’s re­
marks on the last day. That perhaps 
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may not appear of very much import­
ance but as a matter of fact my ideas
of interference of the Government in
matters of business is entirely in the
opposite direction. I consider it the
duty of the Government to interfere
in all business; that our Governments
up to the present have not interfered
sufficiently with business. As I un­
derstand the Government is revising
the tariff, I hope when they do they
will make a distinctive protective tar­
iff, not only a revenue tariff, and in
doing so they will be quite justified in
insisting on the affairs of the com­
pany or private concern being inspect­
ed, thus assuring the public that ad­
vantage will not be taken to increase
profits, but that they are worked in
the interest of the public generally.
Therefore looking at it from that point
of view I say it is essentially the
Government’s duty, as witness the U.
S. to-day where there is a great con­
troversy over the proposed tariff to
protect the farmers. Therefore I
should like to repudiate his idea and
go on record as favoring the Govern­
ment interfering in all matters and
seeing that the public is safeguarded.
As a manufacturer and one who help­
ed to build up manufacturing, I know
what disabilities they are under and
while the public at large have the im­
pression that the manufacturers have
a great protection, it is not so. Any
person abroad with a surplus of stock
can very easily prevent the factories
here running in full as far as pos­
sible.

During the debate, I am sorry to
say that personal business of hon.
gentlemen came up in large measure
and private matters used as a sort of
red herring to place across an argu­
ment. It is embarrassing to individu­
als who are engaged in debate that
their own business affairs which are
quite outside should be brought in,
and I do not think it is quite the 

thing. There is another matter I wish
to explain here publicly, as it was
brought up here, and that is the re­
lation between myself and the Rennie
Baking Co. some years ago, as to their
being closed up by Messrs. Harvey
and ourselves. There was an arrange­
ment for 10 years. The business was
not satisfactory owing to the competi­
tion going on; there was no room here
for three factories, it only made the
goods more expensive. In the biscuit
business at that time there was an in­
vestment of $600,000, and just one
per cent of that amount was paid for
ten years. That was the arrangement,
and I think it was a good one. It not
only benefitted the three of us in­
dividually but the public at large.
They were much benefitted by it be­
cause immediately after we were able
to manufacture at a much less figure
and prices were kept down, and at no
time has the biscuit business been
more than a mere living. And talking
of these things while the public think
the industry is highly protected with
40% on fancy goods and 2% per lb.
on plain, it is not so, because the duty
on the raw materials together with
coals, &c., it was no protection at all.
Therefore there was quite an amount
of goods dumped in here not at the
market price abroad, but at a figure
that would compete with our prices
here. With that explanation I repudi­
ate this suggestion of Hon. Mr. Steer
that I object to Government interfer­
ence. I court it provided the Govern­
ment makes a reasonable tariff for all
industries and they have a right to go
in and see the public’s interests are
protected.

HON. PRESIDENT:—Of course
the public were under the impression
that the money you paid out was taken
from them, and not your own money.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Yes, Mr.
President, that was the position.

HON. PRESIDENT:—I do not
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think they appreciate it just yet. I
have not been convinced of it myself
yet.

HON. MR. RYAN:—The public
pretty well understood when you and
A. Harvey & Co. amalgamated in this
business that it was in order to keep
the price up and not to lower them. ’

HON. MR. BROWNING:—It was
not so.

HON. MR. RYAN:—I think the
amalgamation was made not for the
benefit of the public, who used the
bread and biscuit, but for the benefit
of the two companies.

HON. PRESIDENT:—With that ex­
planation I hope the country will be
satisfied.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—I avail of the
opportunity to point out to Hon. gen­
tlemen the particular portions or sec­
tions of the Bill which in my opinion
will better regulate or control civic af­
fairs and materially aid the good gov­
ernment of the city.

In introducing this Bill I am not do­
ing so at the request of the Govern­
ment, because it is not a Government
measure, but really at the request of
the Mayor of the city. The Bill is very
comprehensive in its character. With
most of the new sections introduced
into the Bill I concur, but in my judg­
ment the Bill does not go far enough;
it limits the powers of the Council and
does not give that freedom of control
and action which in my opinion it
should have. The present Bill has
been before the public for some years
and the contents of it are familiar to
hon. gentlemen. I, therefore, propose
to point out to the House only those
sections of the Bill which differ from
the Act now on the Statute Book.

The first section is Section 8. This
deals with the qualification of voters.
Under the present law every house­
holder has a right to vote for a Mayor
and six councillors. If the present
Bill becomes law the franchise will be
extended and the right will be con­

ferred upon both male and female tax­
payers, tenants and occupiers or own­
ers of property liable to taxation. It
also purports to confer the franchise
upon all persons male over the age of
21 years who are not ratepayers. Such
persons will be subject to a poll tax
for exercising the right of voting.

It must be apparent to all that we
have a large number of persons in this
city who get the benefits and advant­
ages of city services without being
called upon to pay for their upkeep and
maintenance. The poll tax is, there­
fore, introduced for the first time in
civic life in this city in order that that
class of citizen may contribute direct­
ly to the city’s revenues.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Was
there a poll tax formerly?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—No. The right
of voting could be only exercised by a
householder.

The next sections are 22 and 23.
Hon. gentlemen will observe that the
Mayor and Councillors do not hold of­
fice for a full period of 4 years. The
three Councillors receiving the lowest
number of votes will hold office for
two yoars; then an election takes place
to fill vacancies caused by the retire­
ment of the three Councillors. An
election then takes place for a second
year, the object being to have on the
Board men of experience and know­
ledge of civic affairs; the incoming
Councillors thus having the advant­
ages of having had experience in the
management and control of the city.

Section 24 deals with the amount of
compensation to be paid to the Mayor
and Councillors. Section 25 pre­
scribes the form of oath of office and
26 makes provision for the filling of
vacancies in the Council caused by the
death or retirement of 'a Councillor.

The next sections are from 56 to 65.
Ever since we have had city govern­
ment no power exists by which it is
possible to acquire property of any
kind for the benefit of the city. No 
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power was given to hold or acquire
property. These sections vest in the
city, the city water supply, and all the
plant, etc., connected therewith, the
freehold of every street no matter how
acquired, the parks, the Parade
ground, Bowring Park donated by the
Bowring family to the citizens of St.
John’s. I cannot refrain from express­
ing the gratification which I feel at the
munificence of the gift of the Bowring
family. It will serve to perpetuate a
name which has been long honour­
ably identified with the trade and in­
dustry of the country and every phil­
anthropic object that aimed at uplift­
ing and benefiting the whole country:

Under the sections referred to the
Council will have power to acquire
property which it may deem necessary
for the use of the city.

Sections 70 and 71 make it obliga­
tory upon the city engineer to prepare
a plan of the city. This plan, as hon-
gentlemen will see, will be of a very
comprehensive character and is a very
necessary record to have.

Sections 83 and 84 give power to the
Council to borrow money for local im­
provements, but the money is not to be
considered as part of the funded debt
of the city.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHwith­
out limit?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Not in the
sense in which the hon. gentleman
asks the question. The money bor­
rowed under the sections referred to
will be repaid by the owners of land
whose property is benefited by the im­
provements made. For instance the
owner of the property may not be able
to pay down the whole cost of the mak­
ing of the improvements. The Council
would therefore find it necessary to
borrow the amount, giving the owner
of the property time within which
to pay the amount expended in making
improvements in property.

The next section is 88. This gives
power to the Council to acquire land 

for the building of houses, to borrow
money for such purposes, to lay out
playgrounds, to sell or lease or build
upon land that may be acquired. It is
scarcely necessary for me to remind
the House that housing conditions in
this city, to say the least, in a most
unsatisfactory state. A very large
number of people are without anything
approaching adequate housing accom­
modation. Where private enterprises
fail to successfully grapple and cope
with a matter of this kind, it is incum­
bent upon public authorities to step in
and apply the remedy. If we have any
regard for the future welfare of the
citizen we cannot manifest it in any
better manner than by providing pro­
per homes. The home is the founda­
tion of society and if it be undermined
by economic conditions or by apathy
on the part of public men, then a de­
plorable condition of affairs will re­
sult.

The next Section, 92, is a very im­
portant one. It deals with what is
known as town planning. Under the
law as it now stands and ever since we
had municipal government houses have
been built, roads laid out, streets ex­
tended without any pre-arranged plans.
The town planning mentioned in the
section will be similar to that found in
other cities or places having any pre­
tence to the name of one. The work
of this Commission will be to lay out
and advise a plan upon which the city
in the future will be built. All exten­
sions, improvements, no matter—of
what kind will be the work of this com­
mission to plan in advance. This will
mean that all extensions, improve­
ments or work to be done in the city
will be regulated and controlled in a
large measure by this commission.

The 93rd Section gives power to the
Council, whenever in their opinion it
may be necessary to state that within
certain areas houses or alley ways are
unfit for human habitation because of
the bad condition of the houses, the 
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narrowness of the street, or the want
of light or proper convenience; are
dangerous to the health of the inhabit­
ants, either of the buildings in the area
or of the neighbouring buildings, to ex­
propriate the property in such area and
to prepare some scheme for the im­
provement of it. The section provides
the manner in which this shall be done
and how compensation is to be assess­
ed. I feel it is a section that will com­
mand itself to the favourable consid­
eration of the House, because there
are areas of the description in this
city.

The next Section is 94. It is a very
important one and I am sure that it
will meet with the unqualified support
of this House. Under this Section a
lessee may purchase freehold of the
land upon which he has erected a
building by the payment of a sum
equal to twenty times the amount of
the annual rent. This applies to the
assignee of the lessee as well.

The next section, 95, may be called
retroactive legislation but nevertheless
of a very necessary and desirable
character. Under it persons who have
built on land in this city will be un­
able if this section becomes law to ap­
ply for an extension of the lease be­
yond its original term and purchase
from the owner the freehold of the
land. If the lessee does not exercise
the right of extension of lease or pur­
chase of the freehold he will be en­
titled upon the expiration of his lease
to the unexhausted value of improve­
ments made by him or his assigns.

Section 96 deals with the manner in
which the question of compensation
for improvements is to be determined.
Very large sums of money in the past
have been expended by persons in
building becomes the absolute pro­
perty of the land owner without the
lessee tenant being in any manner en­
titled to compensation, to extension of
the lease or a right of purchasing the
freehold. Large areas of land in this 

city,—the most valuable section of it
—are held by persons who never did
reside in this country,—absentee land­
lords who are the curse of every coun­
try. The section referred to will help
in a large measure to get rid of the in­
cubus of absenteeism.

Section 120 enables the Council in
the event of taxes being in arrears for
more than six months to order the
water to be turned off from any house
in the occupancy of the debtor. This
may seem at first sight a dangerous
power to put into the hands of a Coun­
cil, but if we will reflect upon the fact
that since the tenant does not now pay
the taxes to the Council the landlord
is made solely liable: he collects from
the tenant. Therefore no hardship will
be inflicted when water is turned off
from a house occupied by an owner of
property who has defaulted in the pay­
ment of city taxes due by him.

Section 132 empowers the Council to
pave the streets with material of a sub­
stantial and permanent character, and
makes provision as to how the cost is
to be borne—one half to be paid by
the city, the other half to be paid by
owners of property abutting on the
street.

Section 139 provides that where pro­
perty abuts on the side walk the City
Engineer will have power to see that
any spout or rain conductor on the
building is connected with a drain or
sewer.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Is
there to be a penalty?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—There is no
special penalty provided for non-com­
pliance but there is a section of the
Bill which provides that where no pen­
alty is otherwise provided that any per­
son who contravenes or fails to com­
ply with any provision of the Act, or
with any bye law, rule or regulation
passed by the Council shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding $100,000 or
in default of payment to imprisonment
not exceeding 90 days.
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Section 146 provides for the keeping
of railway tracks when laid along or
across any street of the city that they
shall be maintained on a level with the
surface of the street, the Company
operating to be responsible.

HON. SIR P. T .McGRATHWho
is to be the Judge in these things?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—The City En­
gineer.

Section 148 provides that a bell shall
be rung by the engineer of any engine
or cars before proceeding to cross any
street and that the speed shall not ex­
ceed six miles an hour.

Section 149 empowers the Council
to make rules and regulations requir­
ing persons or companies operating a
railway whose tracks cross any streets
of the city to instal railway gates as a
protection of the public. More than
one accident has occurred because of
the absence of any such law.

Section 150. Under this section
Council may regulate or prohibit the
ringing of bells, the tooting of horns or
the blowing of whistles, in other words,
all unnecessary noise. This is a very
necessary provision to have in the
charter.

Section 154. Hon. gentlemen,
this section enables the police to re­
move cabs and trucks standing in front
of unoccupied buildings to such a dis­
tance apart so that traffic or business
may not be impeded.

Section 158. 'fhis gives power to
Council to regulate traffic and also the
erection of wires, the laying of pipes,
conduits, etc., under the streets, and
the removal of snow and ice from side
walks and gutters.

Section 165. This deals with the
liability of the city as regards damage
to property over which the Council has
no control. While this is the law the
Council thought it necessary to insert
it in the Charter because claims of
various kinds are from time to time on
the Council by citizens for compensa­
tion for damage done for which the

Council is not in any way liable, and
may think that an injustice is done be­
cause they did not receive compensa­
tion. The Council is liable only for
what it does or omits to do, that is
where a Statutory duty is cast upon it,
or where through the negligence of its
officials damage is caused the citizen.

Section 173. This important section
provides that when the owner of a
building held under lease is assessed
under Order of Council for the cost of
local improvements, he should be en­
titled to recover from the ground
rental at the termination of his lease
the value of such improvements, and
that the amount to be paid is to be de­
termined by arbitration.

Section 178 enables the Council to
promote the use of septic tanks in
localities where sewerage connections
are impossible. Various applications
have from time to time been made for
permission to construct septic tanks.
The Council has had to refuse permis­
sion because it had no right to accede
to the request.

Section 192 deals with slaughter of
cattle and the dressing of same for
human food and provides a penalty for
non-compliance with the section by a
person contravening it.

The next Section 193 gives power to
the Council to regulate the manage­
ment of abbatoirs either within or
without the city limits, and the main­
tenance and erection of public markets
and to make regulations prohibiting
the sale in such markets of any kind of
article or produce. There is no power
in the Council to regulate or control
the sale of food to man within the city
or to regulate the management of ab­
batoirs.

■ The next new section is 194. This
empowers the Council to devote such a
portion of the revenues of the City as
may be necessary to provide or assist
other authorities in making medical
examination of school children. In
every well regulated city of the world 
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they are now paying more and more
attention to the health of the future
citizen. We know in all cities there
are a good number of children who
have defective teeth, or suffer from
diseases of the eye, ear and throat, and
whose parents are not possessed of
sufficient goods of the world to enable
them to pay for medical attendance.

HON. MR. RYAN:—Does the Coun­
cil pay for this?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Yes. The rev­
enues of the city may be utilised to
carry out the objects of the section.

Section 196 enables the Council to
establish a public library and to bor­
row money under the authority of the
Governor in Council for such pur­
poses.

Sections from 197 to 200 inclusive
deal with the keeping of dogs within
the city limits. From my own know­
ledge of civic affairs I do not think
there is a greater menace to the health
of the citizen and the cleanliness of
the city than the manner in which dogs
are kept here. It is next to impossible
to keep this city clean, free from gar­
bage and filth because dogs are per­
mitted to prowl about the streets at all
hours of the night and day overturning
receptacles in which garbage is placed
with the result that the contents are
taken up by the strong winds which
frequently blow and carried and de­
posited all over the city. It is abso­
lutely necessary that the Council
should have power to deal with the
keeping of dogs and I earnestly hope
that this section if it becomes law will
be strictly enforced.

The next section I will call the at­
tention of the hon. gentlemen to is
Section 213. This defines the manner
in which a large proportion of the
revenues of the city will be raised.
The tax is imposed by the rental value
of property.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—A
new tax?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—No. My own 

opinion is that tax upon the rental
values is wrong in principle. The tax
should be placed upon the selling value
of property and not upon the rental
value. In this manner all buildings in
the city would bear a fair and equit­
able proportion of taxation, but where
you have a tax assessed upon a rental
value certain classes of property, do
not pay the amount they ought, while
another class has to pay more than it
should, and until the present system
of taxation is abolished and the tax be
upon absolute value this anomaly will
continue. There is one portion of the
section, however, which must appeal to
as all and that is that it makes pro­
vision of a reduction of 33 l/3rd per
cent in the taxes imposed upon certain
buildings having a rental value of less
than $120.00 a year. This is a very
wise provision and will in the future
have the effect of bringing about in­
creased building operations in a class
and style of house suited to the needs
and requirements of the working
classes.

Section 220 deals with the tax to be
paid by occupants of shops or stores
where merchandise is kept. The rate
to be paid is not to exceed twenty-five
cents per dollar on the average value
of stocks carried.

HON. SIR. P. T. McGRATH:—Is
that a new tax?

HON. M. GIBBS:—No. But it is a
slight increase on the present tax.

The next section is 224. That deals
with unoccupied buildings and makes
it obligatory upon the part of owners
to notify the Council that they are un­
occupied. As such they will be liable
for only one-third of the rate imposed
while the i house remains vacant. At
the present time there are no means of
keeping a record of unoccupied houses
and when the collector comes to col­
lect the taxes he is very often met with
the excuse “the house is unoccupied
and has been for some time past.”
Under this section the owner must 
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notify the Council, otherwise he will
not be entitled to the rebate.

Sec. 337 deals with the office of Ap­
praisers, their duties and the manner
in which they shall be performed. It
makes provision that a month’s notice
be given by the Council to any person
whose appraisement is in excess of
the preceding one.

The next section is 238. This makes
it obligatory upon the part of the
Council to make up their estimates of
revenues and expenditure before the
15th of January in each year.

Section 241 provides that when the
tax imposed upon persons in the city is
paid before the 15th of March or 15th
September in any year he will be en­
titled to a discount of 10 per cent. This
is really an inducement, as it were,
held out to taxpayers enticing them to
make prompt payment of taxes due the
city.

Section 243 enables the Council to
take proceedings for the purpose of
recovering taxes in such a manner as
they could not formerly do. In addi­
tion to the right which they now have,
this section gives them an additional
one—it vests in them the right to dis­
train upon the goods of a person to
compel the payment of city taxes. This
may appear at first sight to be harsh,
but in all cities where responsibility is
in the hands of the people the right of
distress is given to those vested with
the power of administering civic af­
fairs to collect taxes, and I do not
think that the power has even been
abused.

Section 246 provides for a Commis­
sion to be known as the Municipal
Commission. It is the duty of this
Commission to deal with the arrears
of taxes that may be due the Council at
the end of each year. At the present
time there is a very large sum of
money due, but owing either to indif­
ference on the part of Councils or the
desire of the members not to unduly
press people for payment these ar­

rears instead of decreasing have been
increasing, and it is with the object of
dealing with this phase of civic affairs
that a Commission is to be appointed
for the purpose of collecting such
sums of money.

The next section, 249, provides for
persons over 21 years of age who are
not liable to the payment of any city
tax on property exceeding a rental
value of $40.00 being liable to a poll
tax of $5.00 per annum.

The next section to which I will di­
rect your attention is 253. This deals
with persons who refuse without just
cause to permit the appraisers to in­
spect premises of which they are own­
ers, or who knowingly give the apprais
ers false information concerning the
value of their property.

The next section is 257. This deals
with the various forms of licenses
which are to be paid. One of the ob­
jects of this section is to prevent fire
insurance agents and others from
evading the payment of the tax. For
instance we have people who are
agents for two or three fire insurance
companies, and only pay the tax on
one, and then others who carry on
business for underwriters and evale
payment of the tax.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Doe,
this section increase the amount?

HON. MR GIBBS:—No.
Section 259 deals with contractors

and the fees to be paid by them. The
fee now paid is $500.00, irrespective
of the contract price. It was thought
that discretionary powers should be
given to the Council. For instance a
man may be a contractor for $10,000.
It would not be right for him to pay
the same fee as a contractor for 50,-
000.00. It is for the purpose of meet­
ing conditions of the kind that the sec­
tion proposes to make the fee one-half
of one per cent of the contract price,
the minimum fee being $100.00.

Section 263 deals with the taxes
which banks doing business in the city 
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have to pay, and how the tax is to be
computed. The tax now payable by
banks with a capital of ten millions or
more is $2,000.00, if I mistake not;
banks with a capital of $4,000,000.00
to $10,000,000.00, $1,500.00 and banks
with a capital of $4,000,000.00 or less,
$750.00. This section gives power to
the Council to impose a tax of one-
sixteenth of one per cent, the tax,
however, not to exceed $3,000.00.

Sections 266-275 deals with water
rates and the scale to be paid.

The next section is 279. Sub-sec­
tion (b) is really the new part of that
section. It deals with the appropria­
tion by the Legislature of General,
Special and Surplus Grants for roads,
streets and bridges in the electoral dis­
tricts of St. John’s East and West. The
city, as honourable gentlemen know,
contributes its qutoa to the general
revenue of the Colony, and it very of­
ten happens,—it has happened in the
past and will happen in the future,—
that large sums of money are needed
for special purposes. In the past the
City has not received any of the
special grants which have been appro­
priated for roads and other like public
improvements, and this section is to
enable the city to get its share of these
special grants which are voted by the
Legislature for public improvements
throughout Newfoundland, in other
words get the same as outport districts,
its per capita share.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—That
may be the intention, but I do not think
this phraseology will carry it out;
however, we will come to that later.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Section 286 is
a very important section. It restricts
the Council from undertaking expen­
ditures in excess of the amount of its
receipts or income without the author­
ity of the Governor in Council.

Section 297. This deals with the
borrowing powers of the Council, and
prevents the Council from borrowing
on the credit of the city unless au­

thorised to do so by the Governor in
Council.

Section 298. This section mak?s
members of the Council jointly and
severally liable if any debt is in­
curred or money expended beyond the
amount authorised, the Councillors
voting for the payment of money or
incurring of the debt being severally
jointly liable for the amount.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHCivil­
ly or criminally?

■ HON. MR. GIBBS:—Civilly.
The next section is 305. This sec­

tion deals with the manner in which
money borrowed shall be repaid. It is
a very important section and one which
will be of inestimable advantage to the
city, because it makes its obligatory on
the part of Councillors to make pro­
vision for the payment of the money
borrowed.

Section 306 deals with the liquida­
tion of loans, making it obligatory that
the loans shall be payable in annual in­
stalments, divided into an equal part
of the principal falling due each year,
the first payment to be due within
twelve months after the issue of the
loan.

Section 332 is the next section and
it provides that a building which is not
a dwelling at the time of the passing
of this Act will when converted into a
dwelling house become subject to all
the provisions with respect to dwel­
lings. It has occurred in the past that
when a building has been converted
into a dwelling, pressure has been
brought to bear upon Councillors so
that it may not be liable to provisions
of the Charter in relation to dwellings.
To remedy this condition of affairs the
Commission deemed it advisable to
have this section inserted.

These are the salient provisions of
the Bill and the only new sections of
it, and I may observe here that a great
deal of unnecessary delay has already
taken place in not providing the city
with powers necessary to its proper 
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government and administration. For a
greater number of years civic govern­
ment has been suffering from a want
of legislative powers enabling it to
function properly. This has been due
to apathy and indifference as well as
to a groundless fear that any more
powers given would be detrimental to
the interest of a certain class of citi-
ens.

Many politicians of our time are in
the habit of laying it down as a self
evident proposition that no people
ought to be free until they are fit to
use their freedom. The maximum is
worthy of the fool in the old story who
resolved not to go into the water till
he had learnt to swim. If men are to
wait for liberty till they become wise
in slavery they may indeed wait for
ever.

To those who are fearful of the
march of city democracy I would say
that from my own experience as Mayor
of this city I have come to the belief
that a people’s government is better
than a business man’s government, and
that instead of too much democracy
we have too little democracy. A study
of history has taught me that the pro­
gress of civilisation has been a con­
stant struggle of liberty against privi­
lege; that wherever privilege has been
dominant liberty has passed away and
national life has decayed.

This Charter is a decided improve­
ment upon the old because it affords a
means whereby some of the ills which
the city suffers from may be cured.

How many of us realise that the
modern city marks an epoch in our
civilisation and that through it a new
society has been created. Life in all
its relations has been altered. A new
civilization has been born. Many of
us fail to appreciate the full import of
this fact. The modern city marks a
revolution—a revolution in industry,
politics, society and life itself.

Its coming has destroyed a rural
society whose making has occupied 

mankind since the fall of Rome. Man
has entered upon an urban age. He
has become a communal being. The
increasing pressure of population 's
fast filling up the waste places of the
globe. This of itself forecasts the life
of the future. And in consequence the
city will no longer be an incidental
problem. It has already become the
problem of society and the measure of
our civilisation.

The extent of this change is seen in
the drift of population. Four-fifths of
the population of Great Britain dwell
in the cities. Nearly half the popu­
lation of the United States dwell in the
cities.

The ninteenth century unloosed the
genii of industrialism and we cannot
go back to the simple agricultural con­
ditions of an early age. The city has
become the central feature in modern
civilization and to an ever increasing
extent the dominant one. Never be­
fore has society been organised on
such a basis and the earlier type of
city offers little in common with the
modern “abyss” which like a whirl­
pool draws to its vortex the good and
the bad, the strong and the weak, and
which in some form or other is the
final form of organised political life.
The modern city has erased the land­
marks of an earlier society. Man has
entered upon an urban age, the final
stage of his development. The city
has drawn mankind into an intimate
relationship, a common dependency
from which there is no escape. We
have tasted the wine of many wants.
Our life has become one of divided
powers and responsibilities and society
has developed an organism like the
human body of which the city is the
head, heart and centre of the nervous
system. The city has become a tre­
mendous agency for human advance­
ment. It already serves us to a great­
er extent than the State.

The city has woven our lives into the
lives of others. No longer is each 
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household an independent one, produc­
ing for its own wants alone and sup­
plied from within. The city is but a
part of a man’s desire for a larger
life, for free social intercourse, for
amusement, as well as a response to
the industrial revolution which has
superseded domestic industry by the
machine.

Within the city the game of life ,s
played and there are many capital
prizes. Here opportunity and fortune
are to be found. Here business cen­
tres. Here life is full and human.
Failure may come it is true, but there
is the chance, and life, movement and
recreation even in failure.

The humanising forces of to-day are
almost proceeding from the city. They
are creating a new moral sense, a new
conception of the obligation of politi­
cal life, obligations which in earlier
conditions of society did not and could
not exist. Step by step individual
rights have become merged into larger
social ones.

And it is this very increase in public
activities that renders the city attrac­
tive to the poor as well as to the rich.
In earlier days even the most ele­
mentary public functions were per­
formed by the individual. He paved,
cleaned and lighted the street before
his door. He was his own constable.
Such health protection as he enjoyed
was the result of his own vigilance.
To-day the city protects his life and
property. It overseas his house con­
struction and protects him from fire.
It cleanses and lights his streets and
collects his garbage. It offers nature
in -the parks, supplies him with oppor­
tunities for recreation and pleasure. It
takes the refuge from his door and
brings back water, gas and frequently
heat and power at the same time. It
inspects his food, protects his life, and
safeguards him from contagious dis­
eases.

All these intrusions into the field of
private business have involved no loss 

of freedom to the individual. Every
increase in public activity has in fact
added to personal freedom.

Such are some of the palpable gains
which the city has brought. But the
real gain of all is found in the fact
that democracy has been forced into
activities outside the sphere of gov­
ernment. We are being drawn into an
intimacy, a solidarity which makes the
welfare of one the welfare of all. But
along with the gain there is a loss ac­
count—a terrible loss account. The
city has replaced simplicity, industrial
freedom and equality of fortune with
complexity, dependence, poverty and
misery close beside a barbaric luxury
like unto that of ancient Rome. Vice,
crime and disease have come in. The
death rate has increased while infec­
tious diseases and infantile morality
ravaged the crowded quarters. The
city exacts an awful price for the gain
it has given us, a price that is being
paid in human life, suffering and the
decay of virtue and the family.

According to the investigations of
Charles Booth a London born family
disappears in three generations. In a
manufacturing town only about half as
many children grow to manhood as in
the case of children of labouring peo­
ple in a healthy countrj' district. Were
it not for the steady stream of rugged
strength that comes from the country­
side, the city would ultimately lose its
population. And the unnumbered
thousands who have come to the city,
the artisans, workmen, girls, who gave
their life work so long as work was to
be had, are part of the sacrifice. And
it is they who have built our homes,
manned our industries and amassed
the wealth which they did not enjoy.

There are certain economic tenden­
cies in Anglo-Saxon institutions that
seem to be inexorable. These tenden­
cies are constantly increasing the
masses of the poor, whether or not
they are constantly making the rich
richer.
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It is difficult to believe that the ad­
vance in civilisation which has made
all.nature yield tribute to man’s energy
should produce such conditions and
involve such burdens, or that the revo­
lution in industry which has increased
the productive power of the world a
thousand fold should of necessity leave
an increasing proportion worse off
than before.

The movement of cities the world
over is for home rule and a larger con­
trol of the machinery of government in
the people. It is inspired by a demand
for larger activities on the part of the
city, a belief that democracy can best
work out its problems when govern­
ment is responsive as well as respon­
sible to the immediate community
which it serves. This programme of
municipal reform contemplates that the
city shall have the right to adopt its
own Charter just as the people of a
country make their own laws.

Under existing conditions the city
has not the necessary powers as to its
tenement or building laws; it cannot
raise adequate revenues and it cannot
exercise the necessary supervision over
many matters which should be solely
with its province. Under the present
system of legislative control the city
only enjoys such powers as the state
may grant it. This bill in my opinion
does not go far enough but neverthe­
less it is a decided improvement upon
the existing one. The result of legal
limitations is a lowering down of re­
sponsibility and a system of govern­
ment which is wholly inelastic. The
city has been placed in a straight
jacket and it is then expected to de­
velop strength and character. This is
all the more unjust when it is remem­
bered that within the city are to be
found all the problems that confront
the country at large.

The city is no tonly the problems of
our civilisation: it is the hope of the
future. In the city democracy is
awakening; 'it is beginning to assert it­

self. Here life is free and eager and
agencies co-operate to create a warmer
sympathy, a broader spirit of responsi­
bility, and a more intelligent political
sense. In the greater number of cases
it is better governed than the State.

The city is also being aroused to
social and economic issues as well as
to political ones. It is constantly tak­
ing on new activities and assuming
new burdens. Everything tends to en­
courage this while many things render
it imperative. All the twentieth cen­
tury problems are to be found in the
city. Proper and adequate housing,
vice and crime, unemployment, edu­
cation, care of health, juvenile de­
linquency, administration of justice,
the vagrant and- the tramp, the outcast
—all of these are the result of false
economic laws and of the growth of
city life; they arise from the failure of
those who comprise a community to
live up to their responsibilities as
members of society. True in this city
these problems are not nearly as acute
as exist elsewhere, but we have them
at present on a small scale in our
midst. In order to cope with them and
prevent their growth we must view this
Charter from a broad standpoint. It is
not perfect by any means. Nothing
that we can ever do in the world can
attain perfection. The seal of imper­
fection is upon every act of ours. We
can however use our best endeavours
and our intelligence to aid in the
carrying forward of a work of this
character in which the interests of the
city as a whole are so indissolubly
bound up.

I cannot close without referring to
the splendid services rendered the city
by the gentlemen who have been in
control of its civic affairs for some
time past. In the drafting of the bill
they have given their time and their
abilities ungrudginglj' in order to make
the life of the city better than they
found it. The Mayor, Mr. Gosling, has
worked with a singlemindedness of 
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purpose, that whatever may be his
faults—and who has not got them,
merits approbation. His time and his
talents have been given unstintedly to
uplift the civic life of the city. At
present we possibly fail to appreciate
to the fullest extent the sincerity of
his motives and his work, but as one
who filled the office of Mayor, and who
chafed under the manner in which the
city was bound and gagged through the
inelasticity of the present charter, I
often wondered why he did not leave
the office in disgust because of • the
want of power to grapple with the
pressing needs of city life. Perhaps
he has been more tenacious in his de­
sire to secure adequate power than I
was, or he may have found a greater
awakening of civic thought, and a real
desire on the part of citizens to meet
the burdens of the complex life of the
city.

I therefore move the second reading
of the Bill.

On motion of Hon. Dr. Campbell the
House then adjourned until to-morrow
at 4 o’clock.

FRIDAY, April 8th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Mr.

President, I think we are indebted to
the honourable gentleman for the very
clear and comprehensive statement
with which he introduced the Bill to
the House on second reading, and
equally, sir, I concur with him in his
appreciation of the work done by the
present Mayor and his” associates, and,
I would add, by Mr. Gosling in his
capacity of Chairman of the City Com­
mission and those who were associ­
ated with him in that capacity to initi­
ate the movement which is now com­
ing to fruition in the Bill we have be­
fore us. The honourable gentleman’s
plea for Municipal reform was also
appreciated, but I am afraid that we
are a long way from realizing the 

ideal which he sets out therein. With
regard to his suggestion that any
Council which should be in existence
in the future should have further
powers than set out in the Act, I would
like to say that I entirely dissent from
his opinion in that respect, and my
reason for doing so is that I think it
is always well to have a chain on a
body dealing with public administra­
tion and the expenditure of public
moneys. While I was going home
yesterday afternoon I remarked to
some of my colleagues who were going
in my direction that one of the rea­
sons why I was so strongly in opposi­
tion to that view was that at the pre­
sent time practically every municipal­
ity in British Columbia is insolvent.
That fact rather surprised those to
whom I mentioned it, but I am able to
confirm my statement by reference to
the Toronto Financial Post of March
25th. I shall not read the article in
detail; the headline will suffice:
“Municipalities in British Columbia
demand Provincial help. Many will
go bankrupt if relief is not given. A
new tax suggested. Province takes
view that municipality having in­
curred debts should pay them.” That
refers, you will notice, to British Col­
umbia. The tax in question is de­
scribed in the Montreal Gazette of
March 29th in these words: “A tax
of 85.00 on all male adults has been
suggested in British Columbia as a
means of helping the municipality out
of financial difficulties. This is to be
in addition to the goodly revenue ex­
pected from the Government Liquor
Shops.” You will remember that last
year the British Columbia Govern­
ment voted in favor of Government
control of liquor and that the revenue
obtained should be divided between
the Government and the Municipal­
ities equally, and the Gazette makes
the comment: “The spending power
of Canada and its representatives goes
faster than the paying power of the 
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people.” These references have to do
with British Columbia, but I may add
that in all the Western provinces very
many of the municipalities,—most of
them—are in the same position. When
my honourable friend and myself
crossed to Canada last summer the
municipal situation there interested
me a great deal. I took occasion to
inquire both on the going and return
trips as to the position. I found that
the story was practically the same
everywhere we went. The municipal­
ity was more or less bankrupt. In
some towns there were municipal hos­
pitals and other insitutions of that
sort which were hopelessly crippled.
Take the cities of Calgary and Ed­
monton, these have a population of
between sixty and seventy thousand
each, probably the smaller number is
nearer the actual population. That is
about twice the population of St.
John’s. Both these cities had unpaid
taxes of about three quarters of a mil­
lion dollars. I believe our unpaid
taxes are about 5120,000. Is that
about right, Mr. Gibbs?

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Yes.
HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Well,

you see, for twice the number of peo­
ple they have six times the amount of
unpaid taxes. That gives you an idea
of the position. The Toronto World
of March 31st dealing with the same
question says editorially: “Quite a
number of our Western Municipalities
are falling down in the interest on
their debentures and representations
have been made to the Province of
Saskatchewan”—I previously referred
to British Columbia—“asking for
some action-, on the part of the Pro­
vince. The Hon. C. A. Dunning, Pro­
vincial Treasurer, declines to assume
any responsibility in connection with
the issue and is quite right in the at­
titude he takes. There is really no
claim on the Province to assume re­
sponsibility for the municipality and
the bond brokers are to blame.” When 

we were coming back, while we were
at Edmonton, the provincial capital of
Alberta, we were given a dinner at
which the Premier, Mr. Stewart,
spoke, and he stated his position with
the most complete frankness. He said
the Province wanted British money
and British immigrants. He said he
knew that British money that had
been brought into Western Canada in
the past had not had a square show,
that a great deal had been lost
through the unfair and dishonest re­
presentations made by speculators and
traders in bonds and real estate, who
had deceived the British investor ab­
solutely as to the conditions that ex­
isted. He said, however, that in that
province they had now taken action
by which certain securities should be
given through a special board created
for that purpose, which would be a
reasonable assurance at any rate to
the British investors as to where they
stood. I happened to travel in a car
through a section of Jasper Park with
Mr. Evans, a former Mayor of Ed­
monton, and he is my authority for
what I am saying now, that all
through that Province, as a result of
the over-booming of Canada during
the years preceding the war, numer­
ous municipalities had defaulted;
many more would default. In some
of these towns you could travel by
street-car for I may say miles through
sections without a house, with wide
streets laid in cement or asphalt, with
fine sidewalks and with water and
sewerage laid down, and not a house
built. These were what they called
suburban sub-divisions which had
been speculated in, and again specu­
lated in, and yet again speculated in,
until they had to be sold wholesale
for the taxes. I might say that when
we were passing through to Victoria
there was one paper we read with
three pages of advertisements an­
nouncing the sale of property for un­
paid taxes, and an editorial comment 
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upon the fact that unless the munici­
palities let up in their expenditure the
entire Province would be bankrupt.
Now British Columbia is perhaps the
most interesting of all Provinces. The
percentage of population of English
descent is, I think, greater than in any
other Province, except in the East, but
the same thing prevails there. It pre­
vails in Alberta and in Saskatchewan.
It prevails in Manitoba.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—What
portions of Canada more similar to
Newfoundland, Montreal, for inst­
ance?

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—But I
would call the honourable gentleman’s
attention to the fact that Montreal is
an outstanding example of municipal
extravagance, and, I am sorry to say,
corruption. Coming East, we get to
Manitoba, well Manitoba has an ex­
ample of municipal government, a sur­
prising example of an entirely differ­
ent character; that is the city of Win­
nipeg, which a year or so ago was -n
the hands of Sovients, who had prac­
tically thrown off all idea of recognis­
ing British constitutional procedure
and getting down to the rule of the
Reds. I travelled over a good deal of
Winnipeg. I do not know how my
friend opposite was placed in that re­
spect, but I travelled once there with
a man who had been a special con­
stable, and he said that the greatest
danger they had to face was the dan­
ger of fire. He was stationed for a
time at a fire hose. Guards had to be
on that place day and night to prevent
these people from cutting the hose in
the event of a fire. Now, of course, I
do not need to argue that any condi­
tions like that is going to arise here,
but I do say that so far as the financial
aspect is concerned, we ought to be
chary of parting with the control by
the Legislature over the money-raising
authority which the Municipal Coun­
cil should enjoy. It is a mistake,
moreover, to suppose that in Western

63

Canada the Municipality possesses ab­
solute control. That is a mistake en­
tirely. If any one has the Montreal
Star of March 26th he v/ill find an ar­
ticle from Regina which shows that
there is, to which all municipalities,
and there are different grades, must
subjnit their proposals for municipal
or public improvements, and it is
within the power of that Board to op­
pose them entirely. I will read the
part. (Read extract.)

Now you will observe that even in
that province some control is exer­
cised by the government. In Ontario
municipal affairs are administered in
somewhat the same way. There is a
department of the provincial adminis­
tration which deals with all the pro­
portions for public improvements and
expenditure projected by the towns,
villages, cities, &c., and anyone who
has followed the progress of that pro­
vince for the past few years will know
there is a Hydro Electric Board, pre­
sided over by Sir Adam Beck, who
have taken over the supplying of elec­
trical energy', but the new Farmer’s
Government which went into power in
1919 has recently refused to endorse
proposals for the extension of the
Hydro Electric, taking the position
that it has to be satisfied that this
Board is working more efficiently and
economically than the MacKenzie,
Mann and other projects working side
by side with it, and Premier Drury
has appointed a Commission to inquire
into the whole project and will be
guided by the report of that Commis­
sion.

In Quebec, I regret to say, things
are not municipally, as desirable as in
Ontario. Montreal is an outstanding
example of misgovernment and extra­
vagance. The French Canadian is not
adapted for financial administration,
and the tendency is to administer af­
fairs of the communities they repre­
sent. I was trying to recall the 
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phrase used some years ago—malver-
sationists.

Sir Andrew MacPhail, who was here
some years ago in connection with po­
tatoes, described Quebec as the safety
valve of Canada. The treasurer )f
the province is invariably an English
speaking man. Mr. Walter Mitchell,
being the present occupant of that of­
fice.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—It has
been English speaking for 30 years.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHCer­
tainly as long as my recollection has
been. But in the Maritime Provinces
we find a condition approaching to al­
most where even the suggestion of
dishonesty on the part of those in
charge of municipal affairs, would not
be seriously considered, but where
there is a growing tendency towards
illiteral spending and a lack of cau­
tion in spending money for civic im­
provements. A year ago I had the
good fortune to meet Premier Murray
and we had many talks on affairs in
his province and our own colony, and
he evidenced the growing tendency to
spend money too generously. Of
course at that time money was abun­
dant. Very few people had seen the
“cloud no bigger than a man’s hand”
that was beginning to overspread the
sky, but now in the Maritime Pro­
vinces and all through Canada they
are taking a much more serious view
of this matter as we are ourselves. I
mention these facts because I think it
well to dispel the idea that prevails tn
the community that people are being
unfairly dealt with, and that condi­
tions are different from those else-
elsewhere. I think it would be wise
to stick fast to that principle in this
country.

Turning direct to the Bill itself I
would say that while I, and I think
every member, we should ask our­
selves whether the Bill cannot be con­
sidered or embodied, and whether it
is necessary to have a bill of four or 

five hundred sections to run the af­
fairs of a city like St. John’s, I am at a
loss to understand.

HON. MR. MEWS:—This I take it
is a consolidation of all the Acts.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Well
granted it is. I am going to cite an
instance told me by a gentleman who
is entitled to speak with authority in
reference to a proviso for chimneys
and he spoke of other instances, and
said notes had been made on the bill
and handed to the Prime Minister, and
I suggest to the hon. gentleman in
charge of the bill, he should get in
touch with the Prime Minister and
find out what he has before we go into
committee. This man is of opinion
that a great deal of the matter in the
Bill might be eliminated and used In
the form of bye-laws and amended
from time to time as necessary, be­
cause once in the bill they cannot be
amended unless in the form of an
amending Act, at the next session of
the legislature, but if in the form of
bye-laws, could be amended by the
Governor in Council or the Council as
found necessary.

Another matter I take objection to
is, the system of having half an elec­
tion for different years, which means
we are going to have all the trouble
and expense of an election every two
years, merely to put in three new men.
The argument is you will still have at
the Council Board some men who are
familiar with affairs, but I would
argue in reply that at the end of two
years you will have to put in a new
Mayor unless he wants to continue,
and personally I do not see why we
cannot have the lot elected for four
years. Then again, so far as I know,
in the Maritime Provinces, and cer­
tainly in Ontario, a Mayor and Coun­
cil are elected every year, and there is
no cutting of the Council in half, and
they are prepared to have an entirely
new administration. As a matter of
fact, in Ontario the other day the new 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
membership of the provincial house
was 83% of the total. We have seen
similar occurrences in this country
and I do not know, speaking by and
large, we suffer from it. Then we
ought to consider also whether it is
wise to give the Mayor and Council
the power to cut up the city in wards.
The hon. gentleman opposite yesterday
pointed out the danger of the jerry­
mander. If the present system is the
correct one, to elect 6 men at large,
then I think that should be continued
until the legislature sees fit to change
it; if there is anything in favor of the
ward system, let us start with it. There
are many other sections in the Bill
which I think, from our desultory talk
yesterday, will need revision and al­
teration, but as regards the Bill as a
whole I think there should be no ob­
jection to its being read a second time,
which I now support.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Before
the Bill is read a second time, I have
a few observations to make, chiefly as
a medical man. I have spent 20 years
of my life travelling around this city
from house to house, and am fairly
familiar with conditions as existing
to-day and as this has been intro­
duced as a non-party measure, I think
we should get our heads together and
reason out as nearly as possible a
charter that will improve St. John’s.
Like Hon. Mr. Mews and Sir Patrick
McGrath last year I visited Canada
and the thing that strikes one first is
the cleanliness of the cities. There
seems to be some hoodoo about St.
John’s. All Councils have been1
pledged to a cleaner city, but seem un­
able to do anything. I think the sec­
ret is they have not been provided
with the funds by the citizens to keep
the city clean. I think that is the
trouble, not a lack of desire on the
part of the people or the council, but
have no funds, and this bill evidently
aims to provide the necessary funds
to keep St. John’s, as it should be.
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From a public standpoint and as a
medical man, I think we should keep
that in mind, a cleaner St. John’s.
Luckily epidemics have been wiped
out. Our Public Health Department
is most efficient in that respect, and
we will never have another epidemic.
Another point is the lack of trans­
portation in the city. There is no
question about it but St. John’s must
enlarge. It is congested, and the
natural direction to go is Waterford
Valley. Waterford is the most beauti­
ful valley in Newfoundland, its cli­
mate is one month earlier than the
city and it is due to the lack of ex­
tension of the street railway that that
valley is not inhabited. As Sir Patrick
McGrath states, in the west street car
lines extend into the country for miles
and miles, and here the service should
have reached Bowring Park long ago,
and that would have solved our diffi­
culties in many respects. We should
consider this Bill in the light of giv­
ing the Mayor and Council in the
future enough of money from taxation
to supply them with the means of
cleaning up the city and keeping it as
it should be.

HON. MR. POWER:—Mr. Presi­
dent, I think this Bill is a very elabor­
ate Bill, and has so many paragraphs
and sections we should send it to a
committee to investigate and report on
it. Some of the sections are ridicu­
lous altogether, an di quite agree from
my own experience, with Sir Patrick
McGrath, that the power of the legis­
lature should not be given away, but
should retain its power over the
Council and expenditure. They might
go on and not care what they spent,
and who is to pay: Only the taxpay­
ers of this town. I would therefore
move that a committee be appointed
to take up the Bill and change what­
ever sections as might be necessary.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—I am not pre­
pared at this time to say anything re­
garding this bill except that I am sure 
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every member of the House is glad an
effort is now being made to give the
bill that will enable the Mayor and
Council to deal with matters apper­
taining to the city as they have not
had power to do for a long time. With
the suggestion of the hon. gentlemen
who has just spoken, I cannot agree,
because it seems to me the best com­
mittee to consider this bill is the com­
mittee of the whole House, and I am
sure the hon. gentleman in charge
will afford all the time necessary to
consider,, and seriously consider, every
paragraph of the bill that may need
consideration as we pass through it
in the committee stage. I think, sir,
that there will have, necessarily, to
be some amendments to a bill which
is so comprehensive as this bill, but it
is too late in the day to re-write it,
and all we can do is to tackle it in
committee and give it our best atten­
tion.

HON. AIR. POWER:—I have no ob­
jection to the whole House acting as
a committee instead of a special com­
mittee.

Said bill was then read a second
time and ordered to be committed on
to-morrow.

HON. MR. McNAMARA gave no­
tice of question.

HON. PRESIDENT announced the
appointment by H. E. the Governor of
the Commission of Internal Economy
as follows:—Hon. President, L.C.;
Hons. R. K. Bishop, Geo. Shea, Hon.
Speaker, H.A., Hons. R. A. Squires,
W. R. Warren and W. F. Coaker.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the
House then adjourned until Monday
next at four o’clock.

MONDAY, April 11th, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
House went into Committee on the

Municipal Bill. Hon. Mr. Steer in the
Chair.

On motion Section 2 was adopted.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—Mr.
Chairman, when the Bill was before
the House on second reading it was
suggested that it be referred to a Com­
mittee of the Whole House. I thought
I should avail of this opportunity to
deal with this matter. In my opinion
the facts of the whole situation is that
we are giving the Council power to
make regulations and rules in accord­
ance with the Bill.

We are interested in this Charter to
the extent of taxation. Now I have
taken enough interest in this matter
to go to a certain amount of trouble
to find out the exact position of the
city of St. John’s at the present time,
and what this Charter means.

Section 3 says “All Acts and parts
of Acts specifically applicable to the
city and inconsistent with this Act are
hereby repealed, and no general
statutes or parts thereof inconsistent
with this Act shall hereafter apply to
the City.” This begins our first les­
son, so far as this House is concerned,
of the responsibility of the House.

What was the condition of the city
when the Hon. Mr. Shea was Mayor?
With the permission of the House 1
shall briefly review it from that period
to the present moment.

(Reads figures).
Expenditure and revenue under the

different periods were as follows:
(Reads figures).

It was referred to during the course
of the debate on the second reading of
the vast amount of arrears that had
accumulated. The figures are as fol­
lows: (Reads figures).

At the present moment the consoli­
dated debt of the city at 3JZ% is
$160,000. And at 4% is $1,289,000.
When Hon. Mr. Shea took over the
mayoralty the debt was 2J4 millions,
but by arrangement with the Govern­
ment in connection with land in the
West End one million dollars was
taken off. There is just now a float­
ing debt bearing 6% of $360,000.
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There is one other matter I wish to
refer to, and that is in reference to
the taxation on stock in trade. (See
Section 220, page 49.) The difference
between the old tax and the new one
is an increase of 25%.

As far as the other sections of the
Charter are concerned, I agree with
previous speakers there is so much of
it. It is not a unanimous document
presented to the Government; there
are many sections we do not agree
with, and we do not need to embody
in a charter what are the duties of an
engineer, or building regulations, be­
cause it may be necessary to-morrow
to make a change. But I believe we
should give the city a Charter, a lib­
eral one, a fair one, and a workable
one.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—In answer to
the latter part of the hon. gentleman’s
speech, I may say that this bill now
before us embodies the experience of
gentlemen who have been at the
Council Board for some years, and
they have found it necessary not to
leave building regulations or the
duties of a city engineer to the mem­
bers of the Council, but that it should
be set forth in the bill itself, because
of the desire of some men in the
Council to evade their responsibilities.
For instance some regulations may be
made that are not in the interests of
a certain section of the community
and pressure and influence are
brought to bear on the Council and
some are weak enough to give way t >
it, and the result is we are continually
making regulations to satisfy some
section of the community, whereas if
you put in the bill; and say that is the
Act and it cannot be altered, that ends
the matter. I know from my own ex­
perience that that is so, and it is for
the purpose of preventing things of
that kind that these are now proposed
in the bill. That is the object and I
think it a very good one, from my
experience.

The Committee rose and reported
progress and asked leave to sit again.

House then adjourned until to-mor­
row at four o’clock.

TUESDAY, April 12th, 1921.
Council met at 4.00 p.m., pursuant

to adjournment.
On motion the House resolved itself

in Committee of the Whole on the Bill
“An Act to Amend and Consolidate
the Laws in relation to the Municipal
Affairs of the Town of St. John’s.”

Hon. Mr. McNamara in the Chair.
Section 8 read.
HON. MR. POWER:—I would ask

if there is a recommendation from the
citizens on the Charter? I think there
is one in the other House.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—The Citizens’
Committee has approved of this Char­
ter with very few exceptions, and as
we come, to the sections to which they
have taken exception I propose to let
their exceptions be known to the
House. I have their memorandum
here.

HON. MR. POWER:—I hope we
will give consideration to it. I think
the town should be divided into wards
for Municipal elections. As it is now,
each Councillor has to canvass the
whole city, and if the city were divided
into wards, every person in a ward
would go to his own Councillor. What
is the intention in relation to the way
of carrying on the election?

HON MR. GIBBS:—The first elec­
tion to be held under this proposed
Bill, if it becomes law, will be an elec­
tion at large, and then the Council
will have the right to divide the city
into wards if they wish to exercise it.

HON. PRESIDENT:—I was speak­
ing to a party the other day who had
been left a little piece of property,
there were S200 arrears in taxes on it.
That was about the value of the pro­
perty and yet it had been allowed to
go on. Whose fault was that? I no­
tice the collectors are very prominent 
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on Water Street, and when the bills
arc sent out, in three or four days the
man comes in for a cheque, but docs
not go to the back lanes. If that is
continued I do not think the thing
will be a huge success, when people
are not called upon for taxes for ten
years. . 1

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Of
course that is the trouble with all
Councils. Nobody has ever been sued
for taxes. They showed the same
laxity in taking vigorous measures in
that respect as in many other respects.
It will be remembered that one of the
strangest reasons put forward five or
six years for wiping out the old
Municipal Council and installing a
Commission, was that with other peo­
ple taking office a vigorous crusade
would be undertaken for getting in
arrears. Of course the new Council
was the same as previous ones in that
nobody was prepared to . face the
odium of collecting the taxes. And it
will be the same in the future in my
opinion. I can remember how the hust­
ings used to ring in the past by can­
didates denouncing the failure of the
existing Councillors to collect these
taxes. And' they will never be col­
lected, and there is a confession of
that in this bill where a section pro­
vides for the creating of a board to
collect these taxes. To my mind the
Council ought to have the courage of
their convictions and carry out their
duties for which they are appointed,
and that is one of them, the collection
of taxes. In every other municipality
I know of, from Sydney to Vancouver,
people are sold out when they fail to
pay their taxes, and that should be
done here. And until we have people
who are prepared to face the situation,
it will be the same, and we will go on
until the arrears are $150,000 or
$200,000, instead of $120,000 as they
are to-day. I think in past years
statements in some way got into the
Lower House 'which showed some 

people on Water Street owed taxes for
6, 8 or 10 years l?ack and never paid
them, and then went insolvent, and
this debt had to be wiped out like the
others. Dr. Campbell spoke the other
day of the city being kept clean. This
it cannot be while we have this money
owing. Another thing, we do not
know what taxation means in this city
compared with what cities of the same
size on the mainland bear. I do not
know if we can stand more, but I do
know that every city on the mainland
bears more taxation, and it is only by
that they can get the clean streets
they have. In Halifax most of the
streets are paved. We thought it a
wonderful thing when we paved
Water Street, and we are not able to
repair that or pave any other streets,
and we never will until we get some
means of collecting those taxes.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—The same
thing in relation to arrears of taxes
accumulating in the future will not
arise, as in the past when the manner
of collecting taxes was very much dif­
ferent from what it is at present. In
the past we levied the tax on the oc­
cupier of the house; now they are put
on the landlord and are coming in
much better. I judge that by the re­
port here. In 1917 the arrears were
$114,000; in 1918, $116,000; in 1915,
$98,000, and in 1916, $108,000, so that
under the present mode of collecting
taxes, the same result would not hap­
pen in the future.

Sections 14, 15, 16 and 17 were on
motion deferred.

Sections 18, 19, and 20 were on mo­
tion adopted.

Section 21 was on motion deferred.
Sections 22 and 23 were on motion

deleted.
Section 24 was on motion adopted.
Committee on Muncipal Bill rose

and reported having made some pro­
gress and asked leave to sit again.

House then adjourned until Thurs­
day next at four of the clock p,m.
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THURSDAY, April 14th, 1921.

The House met at 4 p.m., pursuant
to adjournment.

HON. MINISTER OF AGRICUL­
TURE AND MINES:—L would move
that “twelve” be substituted for “sin”
in section 27, sub-section (1).

Sections 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34,
35, were on motion adopted.

Section 34 was on motion sub­
divided; Section 34 ending at words
“election of the Deputy Mayor,” new
section beginning “In the absence of.”

Sections 35, 36, 37, 38, 39 were on
motion adopted.

Section 40 was on motion adopted
subject to substitution of words “two
daily newspapers” for words “one
daily newspaper.”

Sections 41, 42, 43, 44; 45 were or.
motion adopted.

Section 46 was deferred for consid­
eration of recommendation of Citi­
zens’ Committee.

Sections 47, 48, 49 were on motion
adopted.

Section 50 was on motion adopted
subject to substitution of word “City”
instead of “Colony” as last word in
section;

Sections 51 and 52 were on motion
adopted.

Sections 53 and, 54 were on motion
adopted' subject to drafting of a new
section dealing with authorization of
Council employees.

Sections 55, 71 were read and con­
sidered. With the exception of five
or six sections which were held over
for further investigation, these were
passed.

Section 72 was on motion adopted
subject to insertion of words “by the
Council” after the words “May be
charged” in the fourth line.

Section 73 was on motion adopted
subject to addition of words “which
consent shall not be unreasonably
withheld.”

Sections 74 and 75 were on motion
adopted.

On motion the Committee rose, re­
ported progress, and asked leave to
sit again.

Hon. the President read a com­
munication from the House of Assem­
bly to the effect that they had passed
a Bill “An Act to Amend the Women’s
Patriotic Trust Fund Act, 1920,” and
requested the concurrence of the Leg­
islative Council in the same.

On motion the Bill was read a first
time, and ordered to be read a second
time on to-morrow.

The House then adjourned until
4.00 p.m. on Friday, April 15th, 1921.

FRIDAY, April 15, 1921.
The House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
Second reading of Bill entitled “An

Act to Amend the Women’s Patriotic
Trust Fund Act, 1920.”

HON. MR. SHEA—In moving the se­
cond reading of the Bill, Mr. President, I
may say that this is a Bill to make
provision for the W. P. A. Trust Fund
now that the W.P.A. is being dissolved.
It makes also one or two alterations
in the original hill passed last year

The first clause provides for the
appointment of certain members of
this committee. The second clause
provides trustees for the disposition
of this fund. The third clause deals
further with this matter. I would
therefore move the second reading.

The Bill was then read a second
time.

The House then went into Commit­
tee on the Municipal Bill, Hon. Mr.
Mews in the Chair.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—I am afraid
Mr. Chairman, that we are going thru
this bill too rapidly. Section 76 seems
very, objectionable. In my opinion the
Council should bring the water to the
house, and tenants should not have
to pay its original cost.

HON. MR. GIBBS—Mr. Chairman, I
think the Hon. member does not quite
understand the question This refers 
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to land-owners. These land-owners
lease the land. As It is the land is
practically worthless. With the im­
provements the land becomes one hun
dred per cent, more valuable. Who
then under the circumstances should'
pay, but those who through no act o£
their own are better off.

HON. MR. PRESIDENT—If land
owners have to pay this tax, some are
going to be very much injured. I have
occasion to represent some land ow­
ners of seventy houses. If to-morrow
we are ordered to put in sewerage 1
shall write and tell the beneficiaries
who are poor people not to connect
with sewerage. It would take 25
years’ rent to pay these improve­
ments, and in the case I cite this can­
not be afforded.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—Does the
Council contribute any expenditure?

HON. MR. GIBBS—Heretofore the
Council paid the whole cost, but that
ceased a few years ago. The Council
would not do it any longer, and now
the landowner pays it all.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—I thought
that the Council paid their propor­
tion. I have in mind now a case on
the Harbor Main Road, and they have
sewerage and water, and I think the
City Council paid their proportion.

HON. MR. GIBBS—No, the landow­
ner paid it all. I know of a case in
which land that was suitable for build
ing purposes was to be opened up, and
the landowner was prepared to let the
land at fifty cents a foot. The Coun­
cil said, we cannot permit you to
throw this land open for building pur­
poses unless water and sewerage are
laid down and a road made. He agreed,
and increased the cost of the land
from fifty cents to sixty cents or sev>.
enty cents, and it all went, and that
is how he will get back his money.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—There is
another difficulty that we should take
into consideration. Supposing you
take Waterford Bridge Road, and a
man desires to have water and sewer­

age put over it, but it has to pass an­
other area in which there is no wa­
ter and sewerage, who is going to pay
for the work done before it reaches
the area of the man who wants It?
The City is not responsible.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH—To be­
gin with, talcing the case cited by my
honourable friend, the Council is not
going to put down water and sewer­
age for one man, but only when the
majority of the people living along
that street want it. It might open up
a large building area. Then all that
is covered by Section 75. When the
Council decides that it is going to op­
en up an area, it has to give notice to
the people. There is all the formality
that is to be proceeded with to open
up that land. The Council charges a
share of the cost against every build­
ing site, and everybody has a share to
pay. It is all very well to make a
case against a scheme. I am not say­
ing this in criticism of anybody, but
it must be remembered that this town
is nearly four hundred years old, and
it is not thirty years that we have had
a City Council. Then we got a Muni­
cipal Council, and first we learned to
crawl, and then to creep, and now,
suppose, we are learning to walk. My
honourable friend, Mr. Anderson,
started to put up houses. We all know
it must have cost him a great deal
more to build these houses than it
cost people who built houses ten years
ago, and it must cost the people who
occupy these houses more than it cost
other people in the same locality for
their houses. These inequalities must
exist, and it is idle to say that now
we must not begin to tax people for
improvements when we did not do it
twenty or thirty years ago. If unfoi
tunately it is found in the operation
of .the Act that people are not prepar­
ed to pay, then I assume that some
other scheme will probably be adopt­
ed, but in the meantime I do riot kno-n
any reason why if this idea has been
operated and people have faced the 
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inconvenience and disadvantages of
building under It, we should throw
out the section now merely because
my honourable friend has found it dis
advantageous in his particular case.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—The posi­
tion I take is this, that It is the duty
of the Council out of the capital stock
of the Council to put the water there.
and the owner of the land and the
tenant should not pay for it. The
honourable the President has referred
to a case where one hundred houses
might be built, and if we have to open
up and put In pipes and water in ev­
ery new street, at the expense of the
landowner, then good-bye building.
Speaking about expenses, in 1914, the
cleaning up of the city cost about
$50,000; to-day it Is $80,000. And what
kind of service does the Council get?
It would be better for the Council to
spend a million dollars to supply pipes
for water and sewerage; it would be
a sane policy for the Council to adopt.
When the Hon. Mr. Shea, the leader
of the government in this Chamber,
was Mayor, the expenditure in the
Sanitary Department was $40,000. Now
it will goon be $100,000. Let us take
a million dollars and clean up the
city, and then we will have a clean
town.

HON. MR. GIBBS—Mr. Chairman, 1
would like to say a few remarks in
answer to my honorable friend’s as­
sertions. My honorable friend says
that the removal of the filth from this
city costs $80,000 to-day, while it costs
only $40,000 in 1908 or 1909. I want
to inform the honorable gentleman
Mr. Chairman, that it costs no more
to-day to remove garbage and filth,
proportionately to the increase in
wages and other things than it did fif­
teen years ago, that the same number
of men are employed to-day removing
garbage as were employed fifteen
years ago. What has gone up is not the
number of men employed, but the in­
crease in the cost is due to the in­
crease in the keep of horses, the price 

of horses, and the increase in the wag
es of employees. That is where the
cost has come in. It is not fair to the
city to say that it is costing $30,000
or $40,000 more to-day to remove gar­
bage than it did five or ten years ago.
He ought to state that that Increased
cost is not an Increase in the number
of employees, but the Increased cost
of materials and wages. We ought to
be fair in this matter. Now the hon­
orable gentleman says, what sort of
work does the Council get? I want to
inform the house that the Council gets
work done more cheaply than it could
get it done by contract, and I Speak
from actual experience of the fact.
When I was Mayor of the city, we did
a lot of draining and laying water­
pipes in connection with the higher
levels service, and we had occasion to
advertise for tenders for the laying
and trenching and digging for water-
pipes, sometimes as high as seven
hundred and two thousand feet, and
we received tenders, and we examined
the figures, and came to the conclu­
sion that we could get the work done
more cheaply ourselves, and we did
it. You take the employees of the
Council. They are able to do as much
work of that character as three or­
dinary men. And the same applies to
the removal of garbage. The thing
is done exceptionally well and as well
under the circumstances as it could
be. Now the honourable gentleman
says, “Why not the city spend a mil­
lion dollars for the extension of water
and sewerage?” Why should the city
spend a million dollars for the benefit
of the landowner? Why should the
residents of this city extend water and
sewerage along and through land that
is now built upon, for the benefit of
the landowner, because he will charge
so much per foot frontage, whereas to­
day the land is only worth so much
for grazing. You take the case of land
not far from where I live. It was
rented for grazing purposes for $200
a year. Let the Council go in and put 
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down water and sewerage, and build
upon that piece of land. How much
would It then be worth annually to the
owner? Would ?10,000 not be a fair
figure, and to-day it is not worth ?200
And still the honorable gentleman serl
ously contends that the Council should
go in and put streets through that
land, lay water and sewerage through
it, increase its value to the landowner
to ?10,000 while now it is worth ?200
and get no benefit. The Council says,
there are certain preliminaries to be
gone through. If the honourable gent­
leman would look at section 75 that
has been quoted by Sir Patrick Mc­
Grath, he will see “Whenever the
Council shall have decided, whether
upon its own initiative or upon appli­
cation from owners of one-half or
more of the lands In question, to open
up any locality and to lay out any
land or lands for building purposes,
notice of such decision shall be given
to the owners, etc.” This city ever
since it has been a city has been run
in the interest of the landowner. You
take the man who fifty or sixty years
ago built a house in this city upon
land under a building lease, at the
expiration of the lease the house goes
to the landowner. He takes the bene­
fit of the investment of the person
who built upon the land, and made it
valuable and Increases the rent ten,
twenty or thirty times more than he
originally let it for. The landlord did
nothing to bring about that value, but
he has taken advantage of the improve
ments made by the tenant.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—It is not a
sentimental view that I am taking.

HON. MR. GIBBS—People are pen­
alized under the present system of
leases, because for every dollar they
invest in building the landlord gets
the benefit And now, if we are to ac­
cept the honourable gentleman’s ar­
gument as correct, we must confer
still greater powers upon the land­
lord.

HON. THE PRESIDENT—The Mu­

nicipal Council will get their taxes all
the time.

HON. MR. GIBBS—But only for the
upkeep of the streets and property.

HON. MR. BISHOP—It seems to me
that there is a very great deal of
force in the argument of my honour
able friend What Is expected of the
Municipal Council? Is it not to en­
deavor to provide accomodation for
the people, and if there is a locality
which they think unsuitable for build
ing purposes, it seems to me that the
taxes of the town should be used to
provide for the laying out of the
streets, and the laying of water and
sewerage in the streets.

HON. MR. GIBBS—Who gets the
benefit?

HON. MR. BISHOP—The whole city
gets the benefit, and the streets puf
down are for the benefit of the whole
population of the city who use the
streets as well as those living on that
street. You say the landowner should
pay for the laying of the pipes, and so
the occupier will not only have to pay
high rentals because of the high price
of building, but also rentals for the
laying-down of the water and sewer­
age. Whether that appertains to every
city in the United States and Canada,
as has been said by the honourable
gentleman, I do not know, but I con­
tend still that it is a hardship, and it
is compelling the occupier of a house
to be erected hereafter in the town of
St. John’s to pay very high rentals,
because the houses to be built must
be built upon new areas, and that will
incur additional rental not alone for
land or rent, but also for laying of
sewerage and water pipes, which
would be for the benefit of the general
public and upon which the Council
have a right to charge an annual as­
sessment, I think there is a great deal
of force in the argument, in which the
Hon. the President evidently concurs,
that it is the duty of the city to lay
the streets, provide the water, and 
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then assess all the property served by
that for Its upkeep, and If the present
assessment is not sufficient, we know
that will be increased.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Might I ask
the honourable gentleman if that sec­
tion gives any more powers to the
City Council than they have already?

HON. MR. GIBBS—No, no more.
HON. DR. CAMPBELL—How long

have they used them?
HON. MR. GIBBS—For the past a

years.
HON. MR. ANDERSON—Nothing

has been done within the past three
years

HON. MR. GIBBS—There have been
streets opened up. .............

HON. MR. ANDERSON—These peo­
ple did it because they could afford to
do it, and will make money out of it.

HON SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—I
would like to point out that the Citi­
zens’ Committee, which, as everybody
knows, was giving a great deal of at­
tention to this problem, was evident­
ly satisfied with the situation, because
you will find they say with reference
to this “Sections 78, 79 and 80. These
sections should apply only to new
“streets and hot to old streets where
“people have been paying faxes for
“years.” Note also that the words in
78 “ ‘or adjacent thereto which may be
“ ‘benefitted” ’ should be also inserted
in 79 and 80. “This will prevent build-
“ing sites near the Railway Station
“being taxed for improvements made
“near the Custom House for both
“places mentioned are on the same
“street.” It is evident that the Citi­
zens’ Committee, which met as a re­
presentative body and went into this
question very thoroughly was appar­
ently satisfied with the section. I do
not think that these people after the
attention they gave to the question are
more likely to be wrong than we are.
Then my honourable friend said that
he knew that people had opened up
streets, and made money out of it. If 

one can make money out of it, then ev­
erybody can.

HON. MR. GIBBS—I move that the
Committee rise until Monday next.

The Committee rose, reported pro­
gress and asked leave to sit again on
Monday next.

On motion being made the House ad­
journed till Monday, the 18th instant at
4 p.m.

MONDAY, April 18th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m., pursuant to ad­

journment.
House went into Committee on the

Women’s Patriotic Trust Fund Act,
1920. Hon. Mr. Browning in the
Chair.

The Committee rose and reported
the Bill without amendment, which re­
port was received, and it was ordered
said Bill be read a third time on to­
morrow.

HON. MR. GIBBSmoved the ap­
pointment of a Select Committee to
consider and report on the Municipal
Bill.

HON. MR. McNAMARA:—Before
the motion is put I would like to say a
few words on this bill. I was a mem­
ber of the Commission when framing
this Charter, and tho’ we were unan­
imous, still we felt we might let it go
to the legislature and they could
amend any sections not suitable for
the work of the city. Referring to
Section 79 in regard to land owned by
widows or orphans, these people
might not have means to defray the
cost of water and sewerage, and for
that reason I think this section is a
little arbitorary, and it will be modi­
fied I hope in Committee. Whether
city government has been a success in
Newfoundland is a very debatable
question. We have had municipal
government for 35 years I think and
while I am prepared to admit the city
is a good deal in debt and there are
considerable outstanding arrears, a
great deal of improvement has been 
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made. This question of arrears is a
disgrace; no business concern here or
anywhere else would allow such a
condition of affairs. I understand that
$64,000 of this amount is considered
good; $24,500 doubtful, and $32,000
bad. The reason so much money is
owed is I believe that the Council
have no power or authority to wipe
out these bad debts. Some of them
have accumulated for upwards of 20
years, and a good many are outlawed,
and some of the people are dead. I
notice there is a section in the Bill
dealing with this, and I think it is de­
sirable this should be attended to. Our
hon. friend Mr. Anderson made one
statement criticising the Council
which I thought a little drastic. He
said the Council was blocking building
operations. Well that is true to some
extent but not entirely so. The Com­
mission felt that it would be very un­
wise and a poor policy to allow houses
to be built contrary to the building
regulations and without sewerage or
water connections, and personally I
was strong on that point because if we
did not insist on that, we would be
perpetrating the present unsightly
night cars system. When the Com­
mission took over affairs there were
fifteen of these on the go, and now
there are only three, and I think if the
Commission did nothing else, that is a
strong point in their management of
affairs. On account of their being so
many contentious paragraphs in this
document, I support the motion for a
Select Committee.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Before
the motion is put I beg to table report
I promised when discussing sections
61 and 68 in regard to Imperial pro­
perty in the city limits. (Read re­
port). I do not think we have the
power in this parliament to transfer
that land to the city. That means we
have to have the Imperial Acts re­
pealed before we would have that
power and the bill now before us 

therefore goes further than we have
power to do. Besides that held as
Crown lands, there are 51 different
properties, and it is a much bigger or­
der than the simple section of this bill
would indicate.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—It is
a rather daring thing for a layman
to question this matter referred to in
the information read by Hon. Dr.
Campbell, but there are some .inst­
ances I know of. First, the Fort
William property which is Imperial
and was turned over to the Reid Nfld.
Co. and you can see to-day the
foundations of the hotel which was to
have been erected on it and used sub­
ject to the rights of the Crown on it.
With all deference to my hon. friend
and his advisor, I maintain the legis­
lature has a right to transfer Crown
property.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Yes, Crown
property, but not Imperial property.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—You
know what was done with Fort
William. Now then just opposite
there, the land on which Devon Row
houses are built is Imperial property.
It is held under conditions that the
houses on it are to be dismantled if at
any time it was required for Imperial
purposes. Up at Fort Townshend
again Mr. McCowen built a house
there. Subsequent to the completion
of that house, the Government’s at­
tention was called to it, and the Gov­
ernment bought the house off his
hands and it was held as a piece of
Government property subject to Im­
perial rights, and I think, though per­
haps it is a dangerous thing to state,
I think, with all due deference, that
there cannot be any question as to the
right of the Legislature to make these
properties over to the Municipality,
subject to the right of the Crown to
reassert ownership of the property at
any time. There is Bannerman Park.
It figures as Imperial property, and
Bannerman Park has been in the pos­



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 75

session of the Municipal Council for
many years. I think that, as this Bill
is such a lengthy one and covers such
ground, it should be sent to a Select
Committee.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Mr.
President, I would draw the attention
of the House to the fact that the land
is held by the Imperial authorities; it
is held for the Imperial authorities in
trust by the Government, and we are
handing over trust properties to other
governing bodies without the consent
of the Imperial authorities, the per­
sons for whom it is held in trust. I
believe that the City Council is the
proper body to deal with this land; I
admit that, but I just want to point
out that we might by doing this get
into some tangle which it would be
hard to get out of.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—I have
no objection to the Bill going to a
Select Committee, though I think the
suggestion made by the Hon. Mr.
Bishop would have been a better one.
There are many objectionable matters
embodied in the Bill. For instance,
section 83, reads as follows:

“The money necessary to defray the
cost of such local improvements as
above described, may be borrowed by
the Council from a bank, and the
amount so spent, with the interest
thereon, shall be paid to the city by
the owners of properties assessed, and
until the amounts so spent are repaid,
the Council shall have a lien upon the
said properties, ranking next after the
Crown.”

There is .the portion of the section
“The amount with interest shall be a
lien on the properties.” Supposing a
man does build on the property, he is
liable to have the whole thing con­
fiscated. A little while ago there was
one of the best opportunities offered
for the city. The Board of Works
were going to extend the water to the
Lunatic Asylum and the Sanitarium.

I am going to ask the Leader of tl

Government to table the correspond­
ence that has phssed between the Gov­
ernment, the Board of Works, and the
Municipal Council, on the matter.
There was a splendid opportunity to
continue the west end main pipes
along Waterford Bridge Road, but in­
stead water was brought in in another
direction. What the falling out was
between the Council and the Govern­
ment, I do not know.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—
Would not the reason be that there
was not a sufficient supply of water?

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—I am not
in a position to say whether that was
so or not. I do not think insufficient
supply of water could be any excuse
at all.

However, I have no objection to the
Bill going to a Select Committee, but
at the same time I think the best place
to discuss it is on the floors of this
House.

HON. MR. GIBBS:—Mr. President,
1 would suggest to the House that in
view of the fact that we have not any
bill before us, and as we are not like­
ly to have any business for probably a
week or so, we might go on with the
discussion of the charter until such
time as we have some other business
to occupy our time and attention. I
may say that it is the desire of the
Council that, if possible, the measure
should be taken up by a Committee of
the Whole House. I would like to get
the opinion of honourable gentlemen
on that matter.

HON. MR. POWER:—I think, Mr.
President, that the best way to manage
this Bill is that the various sections
be dealt with by Select Committee. I
do not think that in dealing with it we
should occupy the time of the House,
and I do not think it would be dealt
with so well as by Select Committee.

I might answer the Hon. Mr. Ander­
son that so far as I know about the
water going in from Petty Harbor to

:the Sanitarium, there is a splendid 
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supply of water, and it would be a
very great relief to the town to take
the water for the Sanitarium and
Lunatic Asylum.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Mr.
President, the reason why I suggested
that the Bill go to a Select Committee,
and I now reiterate my suggestion, is
that there are some sections of the
Bill that none of us know anything
about, and we are here beating the air
discussing matters which if we got
into conference with somebody who
understood them would solve them­
selves. The honourable gentlemen in
charge of the bill has a very great un­
derstanding of it, but, of course, a lot
of the sections that have been included
in this Bill are probably only under­
stood in their detail by the gentlemen
of the Municipal Commission who
drafted the Bill and by the Citizens’
Committee who went over it, and my
idea is that after the Select Committee
was appointed, it should get in touch
with some representatives of the Com­
mission which drafted the Bill and the
Citizens’ Committee and have a
round-table conference with them for
one or two evenings and endeavour to
get a clear understanding of what the
various sections mean, and then the'
Select Committee would be able to
approve of these sections, or as much
as in their opinion is desirable, and
when the Bill comes back to the
House with the report of the Select
Committee, if there are any sections
called into discussion, the members of
the Select Committee will be able to
inform the House of the why and
wherefore of these sections. The Biil
as it is has four hundred sections, and
a lot of it is not understood by us, and
I think it would be wasting a great
deal of valuable time to deal with it
here in this House. Everybody is
willing to come here, but it will sure­
ly hardly be contended that we are
giving any value to the country when
we discuss three or four sections in 

an afternoon and go away not know­
ing whether our deliberations had any
reference at all to the matter, be­
cause somebody familiar with the con­
ditions would be able to explain the
whole thing so clearly and easily that
no discussion would be necessary at
all. For these reasons I favor a
Select Committee.

HON. MR. SHEA:—I do not think,
Mr. President, that there would be
any question as to the most expediti­
ous way. Here is a very large Bill
embracing three or four hundred sec­
tions, and it is brought in here before
a Chamber many of the members of
which, as Sir Patrick McGrath says,
are not conversant at all with the de­
tails of it, and are not in a position to
deal with it satisfactorily. If it is put
before a Select Committee of the
House they will be able to deal with
it in an expeditious manner and con­
fer with the Municipal Commission
and the Citizens’ Committee, and that
will eliminate a lot of unnecessary-
discussion. I have much pleasure in
supporting the proposal that it go to a
Select Committee.

The Bill was then ordered to be re­
ferred to a Select Committee.

House adjourned until 4 p.m.,
Thursday, April 21st.

THURSDAY, April 21st, 1921.
House met at 4.00 p.m., pursuant to-

adjournment.
On motion the Bill “An Act to

Amend the Women’s Patriotic Associ­
ation Trust Fund Act, 1920,” was read
a third time, and ordered to be sent to
the House of Assembly with a
message acquainting that body that
the Council had passed the same with­
out amendment.

On motion the House adjourned un­
til Monday, the 25th April, at 4.00
p.m.
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MONDAY, April 25th, 1921.
Present: The Honourable J. D.

Ryan, President.
The Hon. the President declared the

House adjourned until to-morrow.
Tuesday, April 26th, at 4 p.m., for
want of a quorum.

TUESDAY, April 26th, 1921.
Present: The Honourable J. D.

Ryan, President.
The Hon. the President declared the

House adjourned until to-morrow,
Wednesday, the 27th inst., at 4 p.m.,
for want of a quorum.

WEDNESDAY, April 27th, 1921.
Present: The Honourable J. D.

Ryan, President.
The Hon. the President declared

the House adjourned until to-morrow,
Thursday, the 26th inst., at 4 p.m., for
want of a quorum.

THURSDAY, April 28th, 1921.
Present: The Honourable J. D.

Ryan, President.
The Hon. the President declared the

House adjourned until Friday, the
29th inst., at 4 p.m., for want of a
quorum.

FRIDAY, April 29th, 1921.
Present: The Honourable J. D.

Ryan, President.
The Hop. the President declared the

House adjourned until Monday next,
May 2nd, at 4 p.m., for want of a
quorum.

MONDAY, May 2nd, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
Hon. President announced he had

received a message from the House of
Assembly that they had passed the ac­
companying bills, entitled: An Act to
Amend the Terra Nova Sulphite Co.
Act, 1920, and an Act to Amend the
Act entitled “Of Marine Courts of In­
quiry,” in which they requested the 

concurrence of the Legislative Coun­
cil.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the
said bills were read a first time and
ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Shea tabled report of the
War Pensions Commission for 1920.

Hon. Dr. Campbell tabled report of
the Department of' Agriculture and
Mines for year 1920.

Hon. Mr. Bell tabled certain reso­
lutions of the Board of Trade of
Grand Bank and also from Marys-
town.

The President announced receipt of
certain resolutions from Board of
Trade at Burin which would be pre­
sented on to-morrow.

House then adjourned until to-mor­
row at four o’clock p.m.

TUESDAY, May 3rd, 1921.
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
Second reading of Bill “An Act to

Amend the Terra Nova Sulphite Com­
pany’s Act, 1920.”

HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President,
I may say that this Bill proposes to
cut out paragraph 5 in the contract
which should not have got in. It was
printed in error last year, by some
mistake of the engrossing clerk' or
printer it got into the bill, but it
should not have been there.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I do
not want to delay the House, but is
there any documentary evidence from
the company that they are parties to
this change?

HON. MR. SHEA:—The only infor­
mation that I have on the subject is
that the paragraph never should have
been in.
, HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I un­
derstand that, but you will see that if
it was printed in the Royal Gazette as
part of the Act, engrossed and signed
as part of the Act, it has all the force
and effect of law unless the company 
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by some document under its hand
agrees to this amendment. Perhaps
the hon. gentleman would find out,
and let it stand for the present. It
may be that the original agreement
does not contain this clause, but if it
does, then the company has a good
case against this amendment.

This order was then deferred until
to-morrow.

Second reading of Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend Chapter 170 of the
Consolidated Statutes (Third Series)
entitled ‘Of Marine Courts of En­
quiry.”

HON. MR. SHEA:—I would move
the second reading of this Bill. This
provides that a Naval Officer may be
allowed ..to act. I think, as a matter
of fact, it is the custom to have a
Naval Officer, but it is intended to
make that sure by that provision.

This Bill was then read a second
time, and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to­
morrow.

The President informed the House
that he had received a message from
the House of Assembly acquainting
the Council that they had passed the
following Bills, in which they desired
the concurrence of the Council:

“An Act respecting Sheep Farming.”
“An Act to Amend the Crown Lands

Act, 1918.”
“An Act to Amend the Law relating

to Lotteries.”
“An Act respecting the Board of

Pension Commissioners.”
The said Bills were thereupon read

a first time and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

House then adjourned until 10.30,
Wednesday, May 4th, 1921.

FRIDAY, May 6th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
House went into Committee on the

Marine Courts of Enquiry Bill.
The Committee rose and reported 

the Bill without amendment, and it
was ordered said Bill be read a third
time on to-morrow.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the
Terra Nova Sulphite Co’s Act, 1920,
Amendment Bill was read a second
time and ordered to be committed on
to-morrow.

HON. MR. SHEA:—I beg to move
the second reading of the Bill respect­
ing Sheep Farming, the object of
which is to give the Governor in
Council power to grant land if satis­
fied that the applicant has done
enough to deserve it for sheep farm­
ing purposes and maintains 500 sheep
for ten consecutive years. It was
found in one or two cases particularly
in the case of a man who had taken a
place in Robinson’s River some years
ago had farmed it for some years and
after some years had only about 250
sheep but in the meantime had spent
about S20,000 in connection with
sheep farming, and then found the
land was not fit for sheep farming ex­
clusively, and under the present act
he could not get a grant altho’ he had
spent that large sum, because he had
not 500 sheep. The bill proposes if
the Government are satisfied in cases
of that kind they will be at liberty to
grant the land.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Has
the Minister any knowledge of what
the conditions are. I should judge
there must be some other obligations
because these licenses are subject to
such terms and conditions as the
Governor in Council may determine.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—There
was never any others formulated by
the department.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I am
not suggesting there is anything
wrong in this, and I presume it is be­
ing brought in at the instance of the
gentleman referred to and I would be
the last to raise objection to a man
who has spent $20,000 in developing a
sheep farm getting generous conces­
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sion from the Colony but at the same
time I would like to point out a man
may now possibly for a trivial expen­
diture be able to get rights in fee be­
cause it will be noticed he is to get a
full grant now.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Yes, if he
keeps a certain number of cattle.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHPar­
don me, that is not a correct reading
as I read it. (Read section). It leaves
the whole thing to the Governor in
Council I agree, but then is it desir­
able that such a condition as this
might be continued in perpetuity? I
think it all right for a man like him
referred to, but remember the idea is
that this shall apply in future and any
man may come in and put up a bluff
so to speak and get a grant for a very
inadequate expenditure of money.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—This is a
case in which money has been ex­
pended, and there is no reason why
this man should not get a license, but
all future operations are under the
Governor in Council, and it will be up
to the Governor in Council to name
the number of cattle which a man
would be obliged to keep before he
could get a license.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—May I ask
the hon. gentleman what he mans by
“License.”

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—A Crown
lands license.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—A grant in
fee? There would be no restrictions?

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—Under
the Sheep Farming Act he has to keep
a certain number of sheep.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—But I under­
stand that that is superse.ded by this
amendment. It leaves the future re­
structions in the hands of the Govern­
ment. But when once a man has kept
his sheep and has received his license,
is there anything to prevent him fro n
selling the cattle?

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—This is 

merely a matter of converting the •
word “Sheep” into “Horned cattle.”

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Mr.
President, I would like to point out to
the hon. gentleman that there is noth­
ing in this phraseology to call for that
at all. The Governor in Council
might consider the provisions of this
section fully satisfied by keeping cat­
tle in the place for twenty-four hours.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL:—It is
hardly likely that a Governor in
Council would do that.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—
Strange things have been done, and
stranger things may be done. What I
conceive to be the danger is that poli­
tical pull may be able to get agricul­
tural land or other land by a mere
nominal observance bf the conditions
of the Act. Now if this Act is amend­
ed by adding the two words “at pre­
sent” if, in other words, you make this
Act to apply to one or two cases which
exist at the present time, where a man
has attempted to comply with the con­
ditions of the existing Act and has
failed, then I take it that the House
will probably be unanimous in agree­
ing that it would be a wise provision,
but we are now asked to enact legis­
lation of the most elastic character.
giving the Governor in Council power
to give people three hundred, or pos­
sibly more, square miles of the ter­
ritory of this country. I suggest that
we let the Bill go to second reading,
and perhaps by the next sitting the
honourable gentleman would be able
to give us some further information.
My suggestion is that somewhere in
the first or second line two or three
words be inserted to provide that this
shall apply only to cases in existence
at the present time.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—Mr. Presi­
dent, I know I am out of .order in now
rising, but my view is this: I am not
opposing the Bill. I know nothing
whatever about it, but it does appear
to me that even the amendment sug­



80 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

gested by Hon. Sir Patrick McGrath
is not sufficient. I think there should
be a safeguard by which the Govern­
ment would not hand over a large area
of valuable land in fee simple to a
man who had power within one week
or one month or one year afterwards
to get off that land, sell his cattle, and
still hold the title to it. I think he
should simply get a lease for as long
as he operates the land. But to give
him the fee simple, which he may
avail of to make considerable money,
possibly without carrying out the
provisions of the Bill at all, is not a
thing which should be allowed.

HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President,
I would be glad to inquire into this
matter. The House could pass the
second reading, and we would go into
details in Committee stage.

The Bill was then read a second
time, and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to­
morrow.

Second reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act to Amend the Crown Lands Act,
1918.”

HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President,
in moving the second reading of this
Bill I would like to say that it pro­
poses to amend the Crown Lands Act
as regards licenses for minerals. The
present Act allows the Governor in
Council to reserve from any tract all
the minerals. The object of the Bill
now before us is to allow the Gov­
ernor in Council to reserve all or any
of the minerals, that is, that it may
not be necessary to reserve all, and
this section will add the words “or
any” to the original section.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—This,
I take it, has to do with the proposed
oil-boring by the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company.

HON. MR. SHEA:—Yes, I may say
that the Bill is brought in to meet the
requirements of the Government in
connection with some negotiations at
present pending between the Anglo-

Persian Oil Company and the Gov­
ernment with regard to researches in
oil properties in the Colony. The
Government wanted to be in the posi­
tion that if they wished they may re­
serve part only of the minerals in
these areas, and that they may be at
liberty to allow researching in oil and
in minerals to go on at the same time.

HON. SIR P. T .McGRATH:—I
take it, Mr. President, that this Act is,
as I suggested, to provide the neces­
sary machinery to enable the Gov­
ernment to reserve areas for possible
oil-boring or oil-exploration. I un­
derstood from the Attorney General.
when I was in conversation with him
when he came back from England,
that he had been instrumental in ne­
gotiating arrangements with the An­
glo-Persian Oil Company for coal­
boring work to take up a period of two
years, and that anticipatory of that the
Government had under this section 3
reserved as from some date in Feru-
ary last all mining areas and did not
intend to grant any more mineral
licenses or leases for a period of two
or three years. I speak subject to
correction. But it was felt that this
would operate harshly upon people
who wanted to prospect and develop
minerals other than patroleum, and
conseuently this amendment is made,
so as to enable the Government to re­
lease all these areas for prospecting
for the next two or three years and
yet retain power to reserve the oil­
bearing deposits. If that is the in­
tention I would say that there can be
no objection to it.

The Bill was then read a second
time, and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on to­
morrow.

Second reading of Bill entitled, “An
Act to Amend the Law relating to
Lotteries.”

HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President,
in moving the second reading of this
Bill I would like to say that the ob- 
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icct of the Bill is to modify the pre­
sent law with regard to lotteries. At
present all lotteries, for no matter
what cause, are forbidden. As a mat­
ter of fact, we know that within the
last tew years the law has been the
Magistrate. In other words, the ob­
ject is to permit lotteries, within the
discretion of the Magistrate, so that
the authorities may have power to
prohibit lotteries which may be of an
objectionable character.

The Bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond tithe, and ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

Second reading of Bill entitled “An
Act respecting the Board of Pension
Commissioners.”

HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President,
in moving the second reading of this
Bill, I would say that up to now the
Board of Pension Commissioners has
consisted of three, and it is proposed
to reduce it to two, as it is felt that
this will be ample for all future re­
quirements.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Mr.
President, I would ask the honourable
gentleman if he would give us more
information when the Bill comes be­
fore us in Committee as to the reasons
which have influenced the Government
in this matter. I speak with some
knowledge, as I held the position of
Chairman for some considerable
period, and my personal view is that
it is a mistake to reduce the Board to
two. I know occasions when two out
of the three were out of the country,
and while I am open to conviction as
to this bill, I prefer to withhold my
opinion until I get further informa­
tion on the subject. I will not delay
the second reading, but would like to
have some further information.

HON. MR. SHEA:—I have n^t
been advised as to the cause, but I
presume that it is a matter of econ­
omy. The Bill has simply been sent 
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up to me, but I will get more infor­
mation.

The Bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond time and ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

The Hon. the President informed
the Council that he had received a
message from the House of Assembly
informing him that they had passed a
Bill “An Act respecting the High
Commissioner for Newfoundland in
the United Kingdom,” in which they
requested the concurrence of the
Council.

The Bill was then read a first time,
and ordered to be read a second time
on to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Bishop asked permission
to lay upon the table of the House
petition from the Women of New­
foundland.

On motion the House adjourned un­
til 4.00 p.m., Monday, May 9th, 1921.

MONDAY, May 9th, 1921.
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
Third reading of Bill entitled “An

Act to Amend Chapter 170 of the Con­
solidated Statutes (Third Series) en­
titled ‘Of Marine Courts of Enquiry.’ ”

On motion the Bill was read a third
time and it was ordered that a
message be sent to the Assembly ac­
quainting that body that the Council
had passed the same without amend­
ment.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—Mr. Presi­
dent, it will be remembered that at
the last session of the Legislature
petitions were presented to both
branches from the Women of New­
foundland claiming o; praying for the
franchise. I had the honour, sir, of
presenting their petition to this
House, and although honourable mem­
bers did not generally speak at that
time, those who did expressed them­
selves as being in sympathy with the
movement, and if silence can be taken 
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as giving consent,, then it must be as­
sumed that the ladies have no reason
to fear that other than whole-hearted
support would be given to their Bill
when it comes before this House. I
feel, sir, to-day somewhat in the posi­
tion of the schoolboy who has dis­
satisfied his teacher and is compelled
to do his work over again. I may say,
sir, that I feel somewhat diffdent be­
cause after tabling this petition on
Friday last I had scarcely reached my
office when I was confronted by a
triple alliance who charged me with
nothing less than a breach of promise.
You will not be surprised, sir, when I
say that I collapsed and could not find
breath even to plead “Not Guilty.”
After some moments, when 1 had got
several gasps and was getting near
utterance again, I heard “We are told
you preseented our petition and did
not say a word.” Then I was able to
say “Ladies, there must have been
some mistake which I will try to ex­
plain. I think somebody must have
been trying to pull your sleeve, or you
were listening to some of the rumors
that are going around, and I can as­
sure you that I have ample evidence
that the rumors going nowadays are
not to be taken seriously.”

However, Mr. President, it would
appear to me at least unnecessary
that anything need be said in refer­
ence to this petition, still I must take
my punishment and try to say some­
thing. The petition as it comes to us
is as follows:

WHEREAS we regard ourselves as
Partners in the responsible business
of home-keeping which is so vital to
the best interests of the Dominion;
and

WHEREAS we are subject to all
the laws and taxations which apply to
men; and

WHEREAS many of us are work­
ers helping to produce the wealth of
the Dominion; and

WHEREAS in other parts of the

British Empire women enjoy all the
rights of the franchise, and assume
its responsibilities; and

WHEREAS the women of New­
foundland rose to every call made up­
on them during the Great War, and
showed energy and executive ability
in the organization of relief and other
work, and that many of them served
overseas as Nurses, V.A.D’s and Am­
bulance Drivers;

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House
will, during the present Session, pass
a law by which there will be given to
the Women of this Dominion the
rights of the franchise, on conditions
similar to those commonly required
of men.

The signatures to this petition arc
represented here to-day by a large
number of the active, talented and
prominent women of this city, and
who would be bold enough to deny
that in their ranks may not be found
many who are eminently fitted by ex­
perience, by education, and other ac­
complishments to take practically, if
not all, of the positions that are avail­
able in this country. For the infor­
mation of our lady visitors perhaps I
might say that they are not at present
in the Chamber which echoes parlia­
mentary eloquence, and that members
here are not given to boasting of
speeches of one, two, or three hours’
duration, to be resumed, probably, at
the next sitting, for another few
hours, but that we are content to pre­
serve our time, and we do not enter­
tain in the way that is observable in
the other branch, and for that enter-
ment we would recommend our lady
friends to the popular branch of the
Legislature. It seems to me that no
argument can be necessary to win the
unanimous vote of this House when a
Bill is prepared and comes before us
for consideration. But let us look at
this petition again:



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 83

. “WHEREAS we regard ourselves
“as Partners in the responsible
“business of home-keeping which
“is so vital to the best interests
“of the Dominion.”
Yes, sir, they are the home-keep­

ers and home-makers.
2. “WHEREAS we are subject to

“all the laws and taxations which
“apply to men.”
Admitted without argument.

3. “WHEREAS many of us are
“workers helping to produce the
“wealth of the Dominion.”
Can that be denied?

4. “WHEREAS in other parts of
“the British Empire women en-
“joy all the rights of the fran­
chise, and assume its responsi­
bilities.”
Also undeniable, and why should

not Newfoundland women be
immediately placed as their
sisters are in the various parts
of the Empire?

5. “WHEREAS the women of New­
foundland rose to every call
“made upon them during the
“Great War, and showed energy

“and executive ability in
“the organization of relief and
“other work, and that many of
“them served overseas as
“Nurses, V.A.D’s and Ambul-
“ance Drivers.”

Yes, and with equal energy,
devotion and self-sacrifice
they would do it again, and
they would do it regardless of

whether their Bill is passed
this year or not. ,

The women’s appeal of last year,
sir, was by petitions having approxi­
mately aggregating nearly ten thou­
sand, coming from every electoral
district in the Island but one, and for
some unexplainable reason the peti­
tions which were expected from For­
tune District have not come to hand.
And, sir, if the prayer of the petition
be not granted and a Bill introduced 

at the present session, we may expect
to see them coming again next year,
not with ten thousand, but with
twenty-five thousand signatures, and
supported by an equal or greater num­
ber of endorsements from the electors
of this country demanding on their be­
half that they be granted the fran­
chise. I may say, incidentally, that
several of these petitions are endorsed
by a very large number of men voters.
The women, sir, might reasonably
have come to us with a demand, but
their innate modesty and politeness
induced them rather to come to us
simply reminding us that we have not
voluntarily granted them the privilege
which has been given to their sisters
in every other part of the British Em­
pire. Is it necessary, Mr. President,
to refer to examples? Much time
might be taken in referring to the
hundreds, nay, thousands of women
throughout the Empire eminent in
law, in literature, in the arts and
sciences, in civil government, and in
commercial activities, who compete,
and successfully compete, with men in
every walk of life. Let me instance
just one or two. A few days ago one
of our local papers had a picture
showing a lady mayor and five council
women of a town in the United States.
who solely conduct all the civic mat­
ters of that town. In British Colum­
bia some time ago the Attorney Gen­
eral was a Mr. Ralph Smith. Mr.
Smith died, and at the next election
his widow contested the district and
won out. Mrs. Smith was offered by
the Parliament the position of Speak­
er, which she refused, but she accept­
ed a seat in the Cabinet, and to-day
sits at the Council table of that Great
Province. Saturday’s “Evening Tele­
gram” gives an instance from West
Australia, where an election has been
recently held, and where the Hon. T.
P. Draper, the Attorney General, was
opposed by Mrs. Cowan. Mrs. Cowan
won out, and was elected to the State



84 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
Legislature. In Manitoba a well-
known lady, Miss Dick, who has been
engaged for years in philanthropic
work, not only in Winnipeg where she
resides, but throughout the entire
Province, where her name is well
known, is expected to be before long
sitting in the Provincial Parliament of
Manitoba. Crossing the water, I may
say, sir, that it was my privilege last
summer to visit in her home in Eng­
land Viscountcss Astor. As is well
known, Lady Astor is an American by
birth, but represents in the British
House of Commons one of the most
important districts of England. Dur­
ing our conversation I was asked
many questions, and soon found that
Lady Astor knew very considerably
more about us and our country than
simply its position on the map. She
was quite animated in her reference
to our men, our Newfoundlanders,
who had fought through the War, and
remarked upon their splendid work,
courage and achievements. I said to
her that it was gratifying to us at any
time to hear of the valour of our men
being so generally recognized and ac­
knowledged, and that they had often
been in very tight places, but that
they had never flinched, but stood
manfully to their task though they fell
in great numbers. But, I said, Lady
Astor, perhaps what we Newfound­
landers are proudest of is our women,
and as they are now seeking the fran­
chise, which I hope will be granted
them at the next sitting of our Legis­
lature, it is quite possible that, in
view of the brilliant example they
have in the sitting member for Ply­
mouth, whose career they are doubt­
less following, many of them may ere
long be also seeking Parliamentary
honours in our country, and I assured
her that we had many women who
were fully qualified to take up such
duties. Knowing then, sir, in so many
countries, that women are filling so
ably various positions and promin­

ence, and why should we hesitate in
granting the prayer of the petition be­
fore us to-day. Mr. President, I
promised to make my remarks brief;
I do so, mainly because I am sure our
lady friends are anxious to hear from
all the members present. That they
will be satisfied at the end of the ses­
sion that as far as this branch of the
legislature is concerned I am con­
vinced of, and I cannot conceive that
any member of this or the other
branch can by refusal admit that his
wife or his daughter is unfit or un­
qualified to have the privilege of vot­
ing in this country as their sisters
have in various parts of the Empire.
And I would say, sir, that if members
are not disposed to speak at length,
they will at least rise and express
their sympathy with the prayer of the
petition. I hope a bill, with certain
restrictions if you like, will be before
us the present session. I am very
pleased to hear the ladies have a pro­
mise by a member of the Lower House
that he will introduce a bill very soon,
and that before the end of the session
we shall have a bill passed the House
of Assembly unanimously and sent up
to us for concurrence, and I hope the
midsummer nights dream of our lady
visitors will see not hope deferred,
but a full realization of their desire
accomplished. I have much pleasure
in moving that this petition be re­
ceived.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—I rise
with a great deal of pleasure to sup­
port the petition so ably presented by
the Hon. Mr. Bishop. It is quite evi­
dent the ladies in making their choice
for some one to present this petition
knew in whose hands to place it. Votes
for women extends back as far as
1832, when it was first discussed in
the British House of Commons. (Read
extract).

My hon. friend has referred to the
fact that if this bill is not given as­
sent to this yeai1 the ladies should 
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come up the following year. They are
only following the precedent of the
ladies in Great Britain. (Read ex­
tract).

There is one strong feature of the
great sacrifice of time, and the inter­
est that has been taken in votes for
women by Airs. Pankhurst and her
daughter Sybil. It was only recently
Aliss Sybil was asked why she never
got married, and she gave her answer
that she had greater love for votes for
women than for men. I believe our
women here to-day whether married,
single or widows have the same am­
bition. Now who are getting the votes
for women? (Read extract)’.

Aluch can be said, Air. President,
about giving votes for women, but like
my hon. friend Mr. Bishop 1 must cur­
tail my remarks, beyond this, if a bill
comes before the House it shall cer­
tainly have my endorsation. I con­
gratulate the ladies. They say noth­
ing succeeds like success. Yes, pluck
and perseverance, and the ladies will
get it yet, if not this year, some other
year, but I hope this year.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I
have much pleasure in supporting the
petition so eloquently introduced by
my hon. friend opposite, and equally
by my hon. friend on my left. I should
think now that with the demonstra­
tions of the successful manner in
which women suffrage is operating in
other countries, I can certainly see no
violent objection to extending the
franchise to the women of Newfound­
land. I supported this last year and
since then with my hon. friend Mr.
Mews I had the opportunity of mak­
ing a tour through Canada and we
had the opportunity of meeting a num­
ber of cultured ladies from Canada
and Australia who accompanied their
husbands. I had opportunity to dis­
cuss this matter with them and I
found that for nearly thirty years in
New Zealand and one or two of the
older Australian states, women suf­

frage has been an actuality. A mem­
ber of West Australian Legislative
Council made the argument in a
speech at Vancouver that that ques­
tion now agitating the public minds
of Canada and England had been
solved in his country a quarter of a
century ago. Every state in Australia
and New Zealand has Women Suf­
frage. The Old Country has Women
Suffrage, so has Canada, and I think
it would be a black mark upon the
record of Newfoundland if it were to
remain any longer the only'portion of
self governing dominions of the
Crown which has not Women Suf­
frage. Looking back on the events of
the past 8 or 10 years we see now
among the other transformations
which war has brought about the very
remarkable transformation it has ef­
fected among the British people to­
ward this question. Ten or twelve
years ago the women of the U.K. were
literally as well as figuratively thun­
dering at the gates to make evident to
the legislators of the Old Country that
they wanted to have the vote.

HON. PRESIDENT:—Do not re­
mind them too much.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—You
are a little concerned, but I am not.
The war came and the demonstration
the women of the Old Country gave
of their whole hearted support of the
war dissipated all fellings against
them on account of Women Suffrage,
and the privilege of manhood suffrage
is no longer a question in British
politics. It is perhaps to be regretted
that there is only one sitting woman
member in the British Parliament and
also that she is not a native born
Briton.

HON. PRESIDENT:—There is an­
other, but she is in jail.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—A
good many had to go in jail to get this.
But it must be conceded I think that
as a representative Mrs. Astor is
shaping more than above the average 
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of the present members of Parlia­
ment. Not only is she much more
constant in her attendance, but she
appears to have a greater grasp of
the questions before the House, if one
studies the debates of Parliament. It
is unnecessary to say that in Muni­
cipal, educational and other questions,
all these things have been a common­
place in the Old Country for many
years. My good friend referred to
Miss Green appointed to a position at
Oxford. It must be remembered, her
position is in a Ladies’ College, and
she has succeeded another lady, but it
is no small tribute that you can get a
succession of women capable of hold­
ing positions like that and training
students in the very highest of Old
Country educational establishments.
I have in mind now the record of an­
other distinguished woman, Miss
Gertrude Bell, who occupies the re­
markable position of political officer
on the staff of the Government of
Mespotamia and whose efforts have
won the support of the leading news­
papers of the British Isles. If we
come to Canada we find that Woman
Suffrage, tho’ introduced under cir­
cumstances that created considerable
bitterness, has completely justified it­
self. My good friend referred to Mrs.
Mary Ellen Smith. I had the good
fortune to meet this very remarkable
lady at Victoria. She was offered the
position of Speaker and declined, and
it is understood the portfolio of Pub­
lic Health is to be given her, and I
have no doubt she will administer it
with signal ability and in the right
spirit. I also met Miss Roberta Adams,
the lady member of the Alberta legis­
lature. She had been on active ser­
vice during the war and offered her­
self as the Soldiers’ Candidate and
was triumphantly elected. In the lim­
ited opportunity I had of talking with
her, she struck me as being a remark­
ably brilliant woman. In Winnipeg
we met a lady member of the City

Council and at Toronto, another. 1
think that would make up the total of
women legislators in Canada, but pub­
lic men of all kinds, provincial and
federal are always unanimous in
agreeing that any fears that were felt
may be disregarded as not at all seri­
ous, and that giving the franchise to
the women of Canada is going to make
for the purity of public life and the
inauguration of reforms.

In the United States we find that
Woman Suffrage while more recent
being only introduced last election, yet
Wyoming enacted it in 1869 and
States to the number of 36 had it up
to last summer.

Now whether we agree or not I
think all must admit that wherever it
has been tried it has been helpful and
beneficial. I know thpre are people
who think dreadful things will follow
the introduction of Woman Suffrage in
this Country, but I would remind hon.
gentlemen that much of the same
argument was advanced when open
voting was done away with and the
Ballot Act introduced, but I do not
know that in the main the concession
of greater liberty, the extension of the
franchise has operated any worse
here than in other countries. I am
glad to note that since ,this petition
was introduced in the Lower House
the ladies have been successful in
persuading a prominent member of
that body, who is universally respect­
ed, to introduce a bill and pilot it for­
ward, and I trust it will meet the en-
dorsation. of every member of the
House, and when it comes here it will
be equally fortunate. So far as I can
do I shall be glad to forward the suc­
cess of the movement.

HON. MR. MEWS:—Mr. President.
I feel that I should get up promptly
after the hon. member has sat down,
because for some reason unknown to
me he has brought me into his speech
in referring to the trip we took to­
gether last summer. Most of the 
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escapades he described took place
when I, his official chaperon on the
trip, had left. I thought also of the
two or three weeks that preceded the
opening of the House last year when
I was very happy in having two or
three ladies coming into my office
every day or sending billet doux that
were very acceptable at the time, and
I was reminded of the great difference
this year, that up to one o’clock to­
day no lady had brightened the
threshold of my office. I do not know
for what reason, but I intend to take
the same stand I took last year, and
that is, to support the petition. Just
as Mrs. Partington could not sweep
away the Atlantic with her broom, so
I think ‘mere man’ would find it im­
possible to keep this from being
granted the ladies.

There are two points I would like
to touch on shortly. One is that the
franchise should be given only to
those who can read and write. Those
who can do so can read the newspa­
pers and gather some opinion. My
experience is that those who are not
able to read or write are inclined to
be more biassed or prejudiced than
those who can read the latest news­
papers or books.

The other point is giving the wo­
men the vote and not the right to re­
presentation in' the House. That is
what I think, Mr. President, because
to my mind it would cause more
troubles than we have now, in that a
great body of women would naturally
look towards legislation affecting
themselves and their interests, and
they would then become one enormous
opposition, always bickering and al­
ways finding fault. When this Bill
comes before the House, Mr. Presi­
dent, I do not think there will be a
member who will oppose it in any
way. I am prepared to support it
when the proper House passes it and
sends it up to us for confirmation.

HON. MR. POWER:—Mr. Presi­

dent, I have much pleasure in sup­
porting the petition presented by my
honourable friend here, and I think it
is only fair that we should pass this
Bill when it comes before us. I think
this should have been done twenty
years ago. For instance,, a woman
may be a heavy tax-payer and yet not
be represented, and there is an old
proverb that there should be no taxa­
tion without representation, and for
that one reason on principle I support
the petition and I will support the Bill
when it comes before us.

HON. MR. BROWNING:—Mr.
President, I have very great pleasure
in supporting this petition also. The
two newspaper men who had that trip
together last year have enlightened
many of us as to their escapades, and
if the things they said happened really
did it is a wonder they have come
back at all. I do not think we need
go outside Newfoundland to get evi­
dence of the justice that would be
done to the women of this country by
giving them the right to vote. We
have simply to take the people of the
outports and contrast the work done
by the women with the work done by
the men. If you really look into the
conditions you cannot but come to the
conclusion that the woman bears her
full burden of everything that is done.
I do not know either of any woman in
St. John’s who does not work equally
with the man, though in a different
sphere. For that reason, I think it is
only just, and I agree with the Hon.
Mr. Power that it should have been
done years ago, so that here the wo­
men should have had the right to vote.
I learn from the “Daily News” that
the women are asking simply for the
right to vote at twenty-five years of
age. Why make any difference be­
tween the man and the woman? The
woman will take her place and no
doubt will occupy many positions that
men are occupying to-day, and much
more effectively. There are many 
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positions in life that it is more becom­
ing for a woman to fill than for a
man, and why should we not give them
all the privileges that men have. They
are the half of the community at
least, and as to education and intellect,
they are, in this country at least, cer­
tainly superior to the men. If.you
take any ordinary outport in New­
foundland, you will see that the wo­
men are the intellect of the place.
There are many things to be said for
it, and I hope the ladies will ask for
the right to vote at the time when a
woman is responsible for her own
acts. I have great pleasure, Mr.
President, in lending my support to
this Bill, and I think that this House
is practically unanimous, and prob­
ably also the other House. I am sure
this House, Mr. President, would be
improved by the addition of ladies.

HON. MR. McNAMARA:—I rise,
Mr. President, to support the measure
upon the table. I have committed my­
self in this matter in framing the City
Charter. I therefore, in order to be
consistent, must support this measure
here . I agree with the two honour­
able gentlemen who have spoken that
the full measure of enfranchisement
should be given the women. They
should get the right to vote at twenty-
one, because their responsibility at
twenty-one is just as much as that of
a man, and I also think that illiteracy
should not debar a woman from vot­
ing. I am satisfied, Mr. President,
that if the women of Newfoundland
have a vote, we will have much clean­
er politics than we have at present. I
have noticed in travelling through the
United States that there women are
filling many positions, not only learn­
ed position, but women set type, play
in bands, and drive street cars, and
act as street-car conductors. Well, if
they can do all these things, why de­
prive them of the privilege given the
men? I have therefore much pleasure,
Mr. President, in supporting this mea­

sure, and when it comes before the
House in proper form, I shall accord
it my endorsation.

HON. MR. RYAN:—Mr. President,
I wish to support the prayer of the
petition before this Chamber, and
when the Bill comes here I will give
it my hearty support. I do not see
why the women of Newfoundland
should be debarred from voting as
well as the men. We have had that
privilege very long, and they have
been kept behind too long, and I am
glad to see here this afternoon so
many ladies taking such an active in­
terest in the petition now before us,
and when the Bill comes to us for
consideration I will give it my hearty
support.

HON. MR. PRESIDENT:—The
honourable member, Mr. Bishop, did
not tell us why Mrs. Ralph Smith did
not take the position of Speaker; it
was because she would not be per­
mitted to speak.

On motion the House resolved it­
self into a Committee of the Whole
on Bill entitled “An Act to Amend the
Terra Nova Sulphite Company’s Act,
1920.”

Hon. Mr. Milley in the Chair.
HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. Chairman,

when this Bill was before the House
on second reading I endeavoured to
explain what it meant. It really
means the elimination of Clause 5,
paragraph 5, in the original Bill which
was agreed to be stricken out. It was
printed in the Bill in error. In the
agreement between the Company and
the Government there is a clause to
the effect that this Clause 5 is to be
stricken out.

On motion the Committee rose, and
reported the Bill having passed with­
out amendment, and it was ordered to
be read a third time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act to Amend the Crown
Lands Act, 1918.”
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Hon. Mr. Power in the Chair.
HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. Chairman,

this Bill is brought in with reference
to negotiations pending between the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company and the
Government, so that reservations may
be made of any minerals besides
petroleum on lands which the Com­
pany may be prospecting, so that if
the Company is prospecting for oil,
the Government may be able to allow
othef- companies to come in and pros­
pect for other minerals.

On motion the Committee rose and
reported the Bill having passed with­
out amendment, and it was ordered to
be read a third time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved itself
into Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act to Amend the Law relat­
ing to Lotteries.”

Hon. Air. Mews in the Chair.
HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. Chairman,

the object of this Bill is to modify the
present law respecting lotteries. The
present law makes all lotteries illegal,
no matter for what purpose they maj’
be held, and it is in order to modify
that Act, giving discretionary power to
Magistrates under certain conditions.
that this Bill is brought in. A lot of
complications have arisen recently
with respect to the carrying out of the
law, and it has been thought necees-
sary to modify it to give power to the
Magistrate to issue licenses if he is
satisfied under certain conditions that
the lottery is being held for charitable
purposes, or for educational, religious
or social purposes.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—Just what is
meant by “social purposes.”

HON. MR. SHEA:—The honour­
able member would be able to gather
that as well as I could. I suppose it
means social entertainments, and
would cover lotteries for a useful pur­
pose not coming under the other three
heads. The law has for a long time
been more honoured in the breach
than in the observance, and it has 

been thought wise to give a discre­
tionary power to the Magistrate, so
that he will be able to decide whether
a lottery would come under this head­
ing of “Social.”

In regard to the discretionary pow­
ers of the Magistrate, for religious
purposes I have no objection, but I
think it is throwing an unnecessary
burden on the Magistrate if you are
going to include “social purposes”
which has no real definition, and the
Magistrate will often find himself in
a difficult position in deciding and re­
fusing. I do not think the bill should
be allowed to pass granting any dis­
cretionary power to the Magistrate for
other than religious or educational
purposes. When you say social pur­
poses, that is simply matters of plea­
sure and I do not see why lotteries
should in any way add to the enjoy­
ment of a night’s ordinary pleasure.
Sweepstakes are regarded generally as
harmful and could be gotten up and
somebody offering 5% or 10% for
some worthy object, which I think
should not be allowed.

HON. SIR P. T. McRATH:—The
original Lottery Acttwas passed 16 or
18 years ago to do away amongst other
things with the scandal of what is
known as a wheel of fortune operating
in every block on Water St. during the
Christmas season in particular, raff­
ling turkeys, geese and all sorts of
things. Then of course the sweep­
stakes scandal was almost as bad.
Nowadays I do not think any lotteries
are held for anything but these con­
ditions. Social I think is meant to
cover cases of charitable or educa­
tional purposes. You will notice there
is no reference to religious purposes
As regards the point made by Hon.
Mr. Bishop I think a section could be
introduced providing that all funds
should .go to the cause.

HON. MR. PRESIDENT:—As I
have been interested in this lottery
business for a considerable period for 
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educational purposes, I may say it was
in ’91 or ’92 when this bill was
brought in, Mr. McKay I think had
charge of it, and I appealed to him and
gave my reasons for opposing the bill.
I was interested in charitable and edu­
cational institutes where they had 600
boys receiving a good education, and
they had to heat the building, but the
funds at the disposal of those in
charge were very low and we were not
in a position to carry on our educa­
tional movement if we did not heat the
building. At all events this matter
was introduced and I explained to the
late member for Port de Grave, Mr.
McKay, the great hardship we would
have to go through if this bill was
passed into law. He said, Oh, you
will raise it in some other channel.
Well 1 need not tell you all those ways
are exhausted and if those charitable
institutions are not supported by
something like a bazaar or drawing of
prizes they will all fall flat. Now in
regard to prizes that are given. I
have an instance in mind now where
an article of some value is given for
a lottery, and it does not have the
same effect as if you had a money
prize. Some parties take a ticket if
many prizes in addition, no matter
how small it may be, but it has a
greater effect in the disposal of the
tickets. On general grounds I do not
admire sweepstakes, but they will be
always with us. I wish to support the
bill on general principles. I do not
quite understand the social part of
it but more on the charitable and edu­
cational parts of it, and I hope you
will take that side and if we find any
mistake has been made, we can easily
remedy it at the next session. I have
a particular object in stating this. I
know an institution here which is in
debt to the extent of $12,000, and if
this bill does not pass through those
people will not be able to continue
their work because their funds are ex­
hausted. If we find any objection to 

the bill I would be the first to move
its cancellation or amendment for
next year. Or if you wish to make it
for one year and are then not satisfied
we could do away with it. I would
like it to go through because of the
charitable and educational grounds.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—I am sorry
the Hon. President misunderstands my
remarks. I clearly stated I had no ob­
jection to charitable or educational
work.

The Committee rose and reported
progress and asked leave to sit again,
which report was received.

On motion, the House then adjourn­
ed until Wednesday next at 4 o’clock.

WEDNESDAY, May 11th, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea, the

Terra Nova Sulphite Company Amend­
ment Act and the Crown Lands 1918
Amendment Act were read a third
time, passed and ordered to be sent to
the Assembly with a message that this
House had passed the same without
amendment.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea, the
House went into Committee on the
Board of Pensions Commissioners
Bill, Hon. Mr. Winter in the Chair.

HON. MR. SHEA:—In reply to the
Hon. Sir P. T. McGrath in regard to
the reason for the reduction in the
Board of Commissioners, I may say it
is considered that two are sufficient
for the amount of work to be done,
and it is on the score of economy
really that the Board is reduced. They
hope to effect a saving altogether of
S3200.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—On
the score of economy that is a very
strong case, but from my experience
of the work of the Board, covering a
considering period, I think it is desir­
able to have the three men. I do not
press the view but it must be remem­
bered the Board acts in a judicial ca­
pacity and must pass on all cases and 
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there are 2000 of them ,and while I
do not question the ability of the two
gentlemen, there may be times when
one or the other may be out of the
country.

HON. MR. SHEA:—Well they can
appoint a substitute.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Of
course, they can, under the Act, but
he would not be as capable as those
there familiar with the work. Of
course to save S3200 is very com­
mendable, but I maintain a disability
may easily cost the country more if
given a wrong status. In Canada they
have subordinate boards throughout
the provinces to take the work off the
shoulders of the main Board. Here
these gentlemen have to do all the
supervising themselves, and it may be
in the long run this may prove more
costly than we can see at present.
However having put these points for­
ward I am not disposed to criticise the
bill any further.

The Committee rose and reported
the bill without amendment, which re­
port was received, and it was ordered
said bill be read a third time on to­
morrow.

HON. MR. SHEA:—I beg to move
the second reading of the bill respect­
ing the High Commission for New­
foundland in the U.K. which simply
asks for legislative authority to make
the appointment, which there was no
legal power to do up to now.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—I
think the hon. gentleman and his as­
sociates ought in the interests of the
country abandon this whole High
Commissioner office and staff in Lon­
don at the present time. I think the
expenditure involved brings no com­
mensurate return. It was very well
while we had a gentleman who gave
his services free of charge, but I have
never been able to satisfy myself that
apart from the spectacular aspect of
it, any practical result followed, or
that the Colony received any real sub­

stantial result through the position. I
take it from what we read in the press
as to the intention of the gentleman
who at present occupies the position,
and who I feel would fill the position
with dignity and has an acquaintance
with the Colony and its affairs which
would enable him to make the very
most of the position, but when it
comes to a matter of appointing a gen­
tleman at a salary of S12,000 to $15,-
000 a year, I think we ought to ask
ourselves whether we should not abol­
ish the position altogether and the
staff as well. Some of the Canadian
provinces maintain gentlemen in Lon­
don whom they call Agents General.
They rank below the High Commis­
sioner, and represent provinces ex­
ceeding ours in population and re­
sources, yet one finds in Canadian pa­
pers at any rate, questions as to
whether it is desirable to continue
these, it being argued that the High
Commissioner is capable of doing all
the work for the 8 or 9 provinces of
Canada. But I would suppose that if
estimates were taken of the cost of
the offices and staff we must be in­
curring an outlay at the present time
of $10,000 or $12,000 for the upkeep.
Now if we add to that another $10,000
or $15,000 for Commissioner’s salary,
because I do not suppose a man could
live in London and maintain the dig­
nity to such a position for less than
that, we are paying altogether too high
a price for this work, and my view
would be that we ought to avail of the
occasion, utilize the circumstances
which we know exist at the present
time, to call off these expenses, make
a substantial and really beneficial
saving, and get along as best we can
without a High Commissioner until
the country gets back into such a con­
dition of prosperity that we can feel
reasonably safe in claiming that we
can afford to maintain such an office in
London, however problematical even
then the benefit may be.
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HON. MR. SHEA:—Mr. President.

I may say in reply to the hon. mem­
ber that this bill is not to make pro­
vision for any new appointment. It is
merely to provide that the position cf
High Commissioner may be a legal
one. As a matter of fact, the Gov­
ernment has nothing very definite in
the shape of a resignation from Sir
Edgar Bowring, and the question is
under consideration now and until
that is disposed of, I think it would be
unwise to refuse to pass the bill as it
stands. As I have already said, it is
not the intention to pass this Bill with
the idea of making a new appoint­
ment, but with a view to legalizing the
position as it stands at the present,
even if an appointment should never
be made. I beg to move the second
reading.

The bill was thereupon read a
second time, and ordered to be re­
ferred to a Committee of the Whole
House on to-morrow.

The President read a communica­
tion from His Excellency the Gov­
ernor granting leave of absence to
Hon. S. K. Bell.

House then adjourned until Monday
next, May 16th, at 4 p.m.

MONDAY, May 16th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad­

journment.
Third read of Bill entitled “An Act

respecting the Board of Pension Com­
missioners.”

On motion this bill was read a third
time and ordered to be sent to the
House of Assembly with a message
informing that body that the Council
had passed the same without amend­
ment.

On motion the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act respecting the High
Commissioner for Newfoundland in
the United Kingdom.” Hon. Mr. Mc­
Namara in the Chair.

HON. MR. SHEA:—-Mr. Chairman, 

this bill is brought in by the Govern­
ment for the purpose of legalising the
office of High Commissioner. So far
as I am aware, there is no immediate
intention of filling this position with
any new appointee, and, as a matter
of fact, the negotiations that have
been pending between the Govern­
ment and Sir Edgar Bowring are still
pending, and the Government have re­
ceived no official notification from him
of his resignation, and in the mean­
time he is performing the duties of
High Commissioner for Newfoundland
in London. As it is, the position has
not been legalised, and the Govern­
ment thinks that the appointment and
the position ought to be made legal.

HON. MR. BISHOP:—Mr. Chair­
man, I would like to ask if in the new
estimates there is a provision for a
salary for this office.

HON. MR. SHEA:—No, there is no
salary.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH:—Of
course that would not necessarily pre­
vent the Government from creating a
salary. The danger I see about this,
Mr. Chairman, is, as I said at the last
session, that there is a temptation
there to make an appointment at some
future time. I hope, to begin with,
that while Sir Edgar Bowring desires
to fill the position, there will be no in­
terference with him. If we can get a
man of the standing of Sir Edgar
Bowring to fill the position without
salary, we are fortunate, but, at the
same time, I personally grudge the •
expenditure of eight or ten thousand
dollars for the upkeep of the High
Commissioner. It is a striking com­
mentary of my idea of the importance
of the position and the part played by
our representative on the other side
that in the Daily Mail of recent date
is a picture of Sir Edgar Bowring with
this legend under it: “Sir Edgar Bow­
ring, High Commissioner for New­
foundland, who has just arrived in
London.” I take it that these people
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are under the impression that Sir Ed­
gar Bowring is in London for the first
time. I think that is a fair construc­
tion to put on it. 1 also made some
reference last sitting to the cost of
this establishment and since then I
find a reference to Australia’s High
Commissioner and Agents General.
The article goes on to say:—(Read
extract).

You will observe that the under cur­
rent through that whole article was
that this position costing $750,000 was
not a success. I think the same about
our office in London. I have made in­
quiries and find there are half a dozen
officials of both sexes there and I am
puzzled to find what they can find to
do. I wish the Government instead
of bringing in this bill would have
brought in some measure to provide
that if Sir Edgar Bowring gave up
this position, it should be abandoned
altogether as we ought to save every
dollar we can. Were it not that Sir
Edgar Bowring is enjoying the posi­
tion at present and that any action we
might take would be considered a re­
flection on himself, I would be in
doubt as to whether we should con­
sider this measure.

HON. JOHN ANDERSON:—I had
occasion to be in London in 1916, and
this office was not referred to then,
the work of representing this Colony
being done pretty well through the
Pay and Record Office. Since 1918
Sir Edgar Bowring has been appointed
High Commissioner and has given his
services gratuitously. I am not going
into all the details but would like to
make some reference to what other
Colonies and Dominions have done in
this connection:—

London Representatives of British
Dominions.

Indian Government. Pop., 315 mil­
lions; High Commissioner.

Australian Commonwealth. Pop.,
5,250,000; S800.000, High Commis­
sioner.

New South Wales. Pop., 2,000,000;
Agent-General.

Victoria. Pop., 1,500,000! Agent-
General.

South Australia. Pop., 500,000;
Agent-General.

Queensland. Pop., 725,000; Agent-
General.

Tasmania. Pop., 220,000; Agent-
General.

Western Australia. Pop., 330,000;
Agent-General.

Dominion of Canada. Pop., 8,500,-
000; High Commissioner. Provinces:
Alberta, rep. by the H.C., 400,000;
Manitoba, 600,000; Prince Edward
Island, 150,000; Saskatchewan, 600,-
000; Yukon, 90,000.

British Columbia. Pop., 500,000:
Agent-General.

New Brunswick. Pop., 450,000;
Agent-General.

Nova Scotia. Pop., 600,000; Agent-
General.

Ontario. Pop., 2,750,000; Agent-
General.

Quebec. Pop., 2,250,000; Agent-
General.

New Zealand. Pop., 1,250,000; High
Commissioner.

Union of South Africa. Pop., 7,-
000,000; High Commissioner.

Represented in London.
British North Borneo—The Secty.

Court of Directors.
Malay States—Malay States Agency
Sarawak—Advisory Council.
Sudan Government-—Sudan Govt.

Agency.
Crown Colonies—Rep. by Crown

Agents for the Colonies.
Protectorates—Secty. of State for

Foreign Affairs.
Newfoundland. Pop. 250,000; Agent

General or High Commissioner, Sir
Edgar Bowring; Capt. Victor Gordon,
Secty. Vote—Estimate: 1919-20:—
Secty., $3500; clerk, $2000; typist,
S600; messenger, $600; total, $6,700.
1920121—$10,395.
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Now I feel that if it is found that
this Colony should be represented in
London I fail to see why Capt. Victor
Gordon, the present Secretary who
does the work in the absence of the
High Commissioner, should not oc­
cupy the latter position. I do not say
the office should be abolished in the
event of Sir Edgar Bowring retiring,
but I do say this, if he does retire, I
think the staff in the office at present
should be sufficient and expensive
enough to do any work that has been
done up to the present time.

I regret the third reading of the
Pensions Bill had passed before I en­
tered the House, but if I may be par-

Air Ministry 
Ministry of Food and Wheat Commis­

sion 
Ministry of Health 
Ministry of Munitions 
Ministry of Labour 
Ministry of Pensions 
Ministry of Shipping 
Ministry of Transport 

HON. MR. SHEA:—I have only to
repeat what I have already said so far
as the Government are concerned
they have no intention of making any
new appointment. Sir Edgar Bow­
ring’s official resignation has not been
received and negotiations are pending
now and for that reason I would bo
sorry to have any interference with
the bill now, because it would place
the gentleman who now occupies that
position with credit and dignity to
himself and the Colony in a very dif­
ficult position. The Government have
no intention of making any new ap­
pointment so far as I know. I think
with Sir Patrick McGrath we could
get along very well without the posi­
tion at all. It is looked upon as a
luxury.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATHThat 

doned for making a brief reference I
think it is a step in the right direction.
No matter has created more debate
and more concern in the British
House of Commons than the extrava­
gance and waste in connection with
pensions.

What it cost the British Govern­
ment, a table published by the Trea­
sury shows that there are 25 Govern­
ment Departments now in existence
which were not established before the
war. The present staff of all these
departments numbers 69,382 and cost
approximately S6,345,000 last March
or about S76,140,000 per year. Chief
of these are:

Staff .Cost for the Month

S 2,288 S 280,000

1,889 217,000
6,210 766,750
3,074 433,000

22,627 2,068,750
26,206 1,860,000

860 90,000
788 127,500

is quite correct, Mri Chairman, and
that is practically the position I am
setting up. I think we are safer, the
country is safer, in ■ the matter of
economy if appointments are only
made when the High Commissioner
asks. After all, let us try to reason '•
out logically. What would any busi­
ness man in this House do if he were
establishing a branch in England to­
morrow. He would send a manager
over, and surely the logical thing
would be that he would accept the
suggestion of his manager as to how
many people he wanted to staff his
office. He might say, “Well, you are
asking for too many. We cannot af­
ford to give you any. You will have
to try and get along with fewer peo­
ple.” The head of the business is not
likely to say, “Well, you are not ask­
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ing for enough. I am going to give
you three or four more.” That is not
a logical position. I do not say that
the High Commissioner is to name
any person; that is not a part of his
business; and it would not be a part
of his business to object to anybody,
but the point I am trying to make is
that the Colony should be protected
from having a number of needless of­
ficials dumped into the High Commis­
sioner’s Office in London to satisfy
party claims here in this • country.
That is the position, simply that and
nothing more. It is quite true that we
will have to pay the bill, and the more
people we have, the more we are ging
to have to pay. I think the logical
position is that the person going over
to act for us ought only to have the
number of officials that he thinks he
requires, and perhaps not even that
number, but the discretion ought to be
in the Government, and ought only to
be exercised on the recommendation
of the man who is filling the position.

HON. MR. SHEA:—I do not see,
Mr. Chairman, how the proposal in
any way curtails the authority or pow­
ers of the Government, so far as mak­
ing selections is concerned. 1 think it
would work well for the establishment
in London if the Commissioner would
not have officials sent from here or a
staff sent from here whom he might
think were unfit or whom he did not
want, but at any rate I would move
that the Committee rise, and I will get
some further information, and then be
able to take it up at a subsequent
sitting.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—Before
the Committee rises, I would ask
whether the High Commissioner
makes a report on his office every
year.

HON. MR. SHEA:—So far as I am
aware, there is no report.

HON. SIR P. . T. McGRATH:— Do
you know whether he makes an annual
report ?

HON. MR. SHEA:—I do not think
he does. It probably would be wise
to put in a provision in the Bill re­
quiring the Commissioner to make an
annual report.

HON. MR. ANDERSON:—Mr.
Chairman, I would say a few words
with respect to the High Commission­
er’s present Secretary, Mr. Victor
Gordon. He is a young man of splen­
did ability, first trained here in the
Bank of Montreal, then trained in
Edinburgh, and he would make a thor­
oughly qualified representative. If the
Government wanted to make the High
Commissionership a permanent posi­
tion, I do not think they would pass
over Captain Gordon.

On motion the Committee rose, re­
ported progress, ■•and asked leave to
sit again.

On motion the House adjourned un­
til Thursday afternoon, May 19th, at
4 p.m.

THURSDAY, May 19th, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjournment.
Hon. President read message from

the House of Assembly that they had
passed the bills entitled respectively,
“An Act to Amend the Profiteering
Act 1920” and “An Act Respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber”
in which concurrence was requested.

On motion said bills were read a
first time, and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—In support­
ing the motion to adjourn, I wish to
make a few observations regarding
the condition of this country in rela­
tion to strikes. In reply to a question
•rom Sir Michael Cashin, the Prime
Minister informed him he had sent the
following cable to Sir Edgar Bowling
(read cable). Now the immediate
steps that were thus taken by the
Prime Minister deserve the best con­
gratulations of this house. Grand
Falls is a place for wages, Grand Falls
is a town, but Grand Falls has fallen.
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I have read with a great deal of in­
terest about the trouble there, That
letter altho’ I do not know the author
is a fair reasonable satisfactory ex­
planation of the situation before the
public of St. John’s. I am a firm be­
liever in Unions. We have a number
of them here, but the trouble so far
as this country is concerned with uni­
ons, has not yet started, and I am tak­
ing this opportunity of getting at least
my voice to the ears of the govern­
ment, though the leader of this house
for some form of legislation for hav­
ing a board of conciliation or some
method whereby people can be pre­
vented from going on strike. So far
as Grand Falls is concerned, it appears
there was to be a reduction in wages
of 33 1-3 per cent, while coal was to
be advanced over 100 pel' cent. I am
not defending either the workmen or
the Company, but I say some effort
should be made through some chan­
nel to have the trouble adjusted. I
need not dwell on the letter in its de­
tails; every honorable gentleman has
no doubt read it, but what is going on
to-day and will go on in connection
with strikes?

(Reads extract.)
The great strike of 1912 cost the

trade $6,500,000 from the Union funds
and thirty millions of dollars in wages

(Reads extract)
The present strike will exceed those

figures by 50 per cent. Now as I have
said we want some bill or law that
will prevent strikes and save the la­
borers from much goffering and loss
and I think some arrangement might
be made between the government, and
the Board of Trade when disputes
arise. In 1909 a resolution was sub
mitted to the Board of Trade by Mr.
Reuben Horwood to this effect.

(Reads article)
Now, I submit these few observa­

tions to the leader of the government
and I think that the government
should entertain some similar scheme
as they have in Canada. We have in

St. John’s over 20 Unions. Now with
all duo respect to those unions which
are affiliated with United States uni­
ons, I do nothink it is fair to this coun
try, a country very small as compar­
ed with the United States even with
the capitals of that large country such
as New York or Boston, to be in a
scrap for the last three or four weeks
in connection with printers, simply be­
cause they are affiliated with printers
in a large country like the United
States. Now I am not defending them
for the strike, whether right or wrong,
but it seems to me that we should not
be affiliated with a large country such
as I speak of, and more particularly
in connection with trivial matters. I
hope, Mr. President, that the honour­
able leader of the government in this
House will take time by the forelock
and bear in mind that we have trouble
ahead of us, if we are not very care­
ful. from what I have been led to un
derstand in connection with bringing
down to normal conditions the ques­
tion of wages, and rather than have
a strike I hope it will be in the inter­
ests of the government to bring in
some sort of a Bill to the effect that
negotiations must take place between
the employers and the employed be­
fore a strike is begun.

HON. MR. SHEA—Just one word in
reply to the honourable member. I
shall take much pleasure. Sir, in com­
municating the views of the honorable
member on the strike at Grand Falls
to the government, but I am afraid he
is giving the government a very big
order if he thinks any course can be
taken to prevent strikes. In England,
America, and Canada they have for
years had all kinds of organizations
to try to control strikes, and we see
for the last four or five years all
these countries have been having
strikes from one year’s end to another
Now if that is the experience of coun­
tries like England, I think we can hard
ly expect to have any organization or
any efficient machinery here to pre-
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vent these strikes. However, I shall
have very much pleasure in commu­
nicating his views on the Grand Falls
strike to the Executive Government.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—I thank the
^honourable the leader of the govern­
ment very much indeed for his prom­
ise that he will take this up with the
government.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
think, Mr. President, that the honour­
able gentleman is wrong. They have
no such organizations in the United
States. As a matter of fact, if he will
look at public messages to-day he will
find that in Washington the Secretary
of Labor has been trying on behalf of
the striking seamen to endeavour to
make an arrangement on their behah
with the United States Shipping
Board and the owners of shipping who
have been held up for some weeks by
striking marine workers. There is no
organization, neither state organiza­
tion nor nation-wide organization, to
deal with strikes in the way of con­
ciliation. In Canada they have what
is known as the Rowell Act, which
provides for the creation of concilia
tion boards, and makes it illegal to
cause a strike until after a months’
notice has been given, and an oppor­
tunity afforded for such a Board to
act, but, as a matter of fact, the ex­
perience of late years is that there is
a growing disposition on the part or
workmen to disregard the law alto­
gether. Consequently, it is impossible
to enforce it when workmen get into
such a frame of mind that they re­
fuse to recognize the law, and we have
seen instances of that kind of condi­
tions when the coal miners in Canada
went on strike, ignored the Rowell Act
and the suggestions of the Board of
Conciliation and their own organiza­
tion, over-threw the delegates of the
official force of their labor unions and
held out for impossible terms, and af­
ter being out for many weeks had ul­
timately to agree to less satisfactory
terms than they, might have secured at

first. The same thing occurred in New
York. There is a growing tendency
on the part of workmen to disregard
laws that cannot be enforced by Po­
lice or Troops or some authority of
that kind. I think we all sympathise
with the suggestions of the honorable
members as to the desirability of such
a step being taken. I have no wish to
introduce any political partisan ele­
ment into the debate, but I would re­
mind the honourable gentleman that
in the Manifesto of the Prime Minis­
ter there is the specific declaration of
his intention to create a labor bureau
and provde machinery for dealing
with such matters. Possibly it may be
argued that in the eighteen months
that the government has been in of­
fice there has not been an opportunity
of dealing with this. However, the
facts remains that a definite promise
to mo’e was made in this connection.
The honourable gentleman also refer­
red to the undesirability of having
Unions in this country affiliated with
large unions abroad, and he instanced
the printers. Having been connected
with the newspaper business for many
years. I would like to say on behalf
of the printers that their argument in
support of the policy of affiliation
with the American unions is that there
by it is made more possible for them
to bring out a strike successfully. As
to whether it is wise for them to
strike, or threaten to strike, as often
as they do, is another matter. In the
present instance, I think the strike
has very little to commend it. The on­
ly argument advanced in support of
the strike is that by working fewer
hours the printers would increase the
length of their lives. Well, of course,
that is absurd. If they work, then, on­
ly six hours a day, on the same prin­
ciple they would live thirteen or six­
teen years longer. If they did not
work at all, they would live for ever.
Such a proposition only needs to be
analysed to show its absurdity, and I
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think, so far as the printers are con­
cerned, and their strike, they cannot
get the sympathy of the community on
a proposition of that sort. Without
the sympathy of the community a
strike has very little hope of succeed­
ing. In further reference, would
point out to my honourable friend that
the strike at Grand Falls is a strike
between three or four unions, all 01
which are affiliated with the large In­
ternational Paper Makers Union in
the United States and Canada, and
they were affiliated for this reason.
The original paper-makers brought to
Grand Falls were from America, and
Canada. A lot of these men were of
the most skilled character in their
own profession and special induce­
ments had to be offered to get them
and keep them there. As to the mer­
its of the contending parties in the
strike I cannot say. One can have
sympathy with men whose wages are
being cut twenty-five to thirty-three
per cent. My greatest sympathy is
with the unskilled laborers who are
asked to take a reduction of thirty-
three per cent. While we would all
like to see the working men get the
most possible, it must be remembered
that these paper-makers on their own
showing have been making and will
be making a great deal more than men
in similar lines of work in this city,
and while it has been charged that
the cost of living in Grand Falls is
somewhat higher, I do not know what
the difference is. With regard to coal,
I understand the position is this, that
a number of years past the millwork­
ers have been given their coal at
much below cost, now the Company
has decided that they can no longer
do so. The Company last year bought
a tremendous stock of coal, I m told
they hve two million dollars worth of
coal at Grand Falls most of which will
not be used for a couple of years. A
lot of that coal had to be bought at a
high figure, and then freight had to be
paid, first freight to Botwood and then 

freight from Botwood to Grand Falls.
Under these circumstances, of course.
the Company is not without a claim to
consideration. Somewhat the same is
the pisition of the Reid Newfoundland
Company which has had to pay very
heavy prices for its coal, and has sup­
plied its employees or tried to supply
them with coal at a figure below cost
I am not an advocate of one side or
the other, but I think it is well that
in discussing it we look at both sides
of the question.

HON. THE PRESIDENT—I think
■the most trouble with Mr. Anderson is
that he does not get into the papers
quickly enough.

On motion the House adjourned un­
til Wednesday, May 25th, at 4 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, May 25th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad­

journment.
HON. MR. MILLEY—I would ask

that the Bill “An Act to Amend the
Law relating to Lotteries” stand over,
as just before coming into the House
I was asked to lay on the Table of the
House petition from several clergy­
men of the city This I will do, with
the permission of the House.

On motion the House resolved itselt
into a Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act respecting the High Com
missioner for Newfoundland in the
United Kingdom.”

Hon. Mr. Anderson in the Chair.
HON. MR. SHEA—Mr. Chairman,

when this Bill was before the House
at its last sitting the Committee rose
to consider the suggestion made by
the honourable member, Sir Patrick
McGrath, that all officers and clerks
for the High Commissioner’s office
should be appointed on the recommen­
dation of the High Commissioner. I
regret, Mr. Chairman, that I am un­
able to accede to the suggestion, for
the reason that the insertion in the
Bill of such a clause might lead to
possible complications that it is desir­
able to avoid. It would practically be 
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placing the appointment of any such
official, clerk, or whoever might he
the officer, in the hands of the High
Commissioner, and that would tie the
hands of the government down in a
manner that would not he desirable.
Heads of Departments here have no
such power. That is the only question
that has been raised with regard to
this Bill, and I would move now the
adoption of the first clause.

HON. MR. McNAMARA—Mr. Chair­
man Before we proceed any further
I would like to say that I think we
would be on the safe side if we went
cautiously and considered the serious­
ness of creating the office, because it
would possibly cost the colony about
.$25,000 a year. I think we should ask
ourselves before we proceed further
if we can afford it, or whether we can
possibly do without it. It must be ad­
mitted that we have been spending too
extravagantly for the past five or six
years. It is just as well for us to re­
alize that we are hard up. I have a
few extracts here. Mr. Chairman, tak­
en from the report of the Board of
Trade last year, and find that the ex­
ports to the United Kingdom in 1916
amounted to $4,582,369; in 1917, $4,-
836,084; in 1918, $3,822,931; in 1919,
$2,713,089; in 1920 $6,411,967; approx­
imately $22,366,440 for the five years,
or $4,473,288 per annum. Of these ex­
ports $3,164,686 represented the ex­
ports of paper and other goods which
would have gone to London if we nev­
er had any Commissioner there. If we
subtract these $3,164,686 it leaves a
net result of our average exports to
the United Kingdom for the last five
years, the very small sum of $1,308.-
602. That is a very small amount of
business to have with the United King
dom, but possibly the Trade Commis­
sioner is not to be blamed for it. We
turn to xeports to Canada. I shall not
weary the House with the amount for
each year, but will give the average.
The average to Canada amounted to
$2,390,067, roughly twice as much as 

we sent to the United Kingdom. Tak­
ing the United States for a five year
period, we find that for five years the
exports amounted to $24,648,569, or an
average of $4,929,713. Now we pro­
pose recalling the Commissioner at
New York, who possibly Influences
five times as much exports as the
Commission at London, and proposes
to create the office of Commissioner
in London. I take the word of the
honourable gentleman who is leader
of the government that it is not to be
created, and I think there will be a
great temptation o do so. That is my
idea of the Bill.

Now in face of these facts, I think
the Bill should be given serious con­
sideration, as it is a large amount of
money, and under our present finan­
cial circumstances we really cannot
afford the outlay. I have some letters
here sent to the office of the High
Commissioner, and in turn to the
Board of Trade here, asking for infor­
mation, ’and I claim if the High Com­
missioner’s office never existed these
letters would be sent to the Board of
Trade here. One of them refers to a
new wire. I do not think it should be
taken seriously. I do not wish to re­
flect on the services of Sir Edgar
Bowring; I do not think it possible
to get a better man, I think the coun­
try owes him gratitude for his self-sa
criflce during the past 4 years, and it
the result is not satisfactory the blame
cannot be attributed to him. With
further reference to the New York
Commissioner, I think it would be a
mistake to have him removed.
: HON. MR. SHEA—I do not think
there is any intention of having him
removed.

HON. MR. McNAMARA—Well it is
rumored on the street. I have always
thought we should have a man there.
On the ground of non utility and
economy I am opposed to this bill, and
shall register my vote against it.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH—I regret
the hon. gentleman and his col­
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leagues has found it impossible to ac­
cept my amendment to the third
clause It was introduced to read as
follows:

(read amendment)
The meaning of this was that the

High Commissioner himself should in­
dicate the extent of the staff he should
require, and its enlargement from
time to time, and that he might not
have people thrust upon him, political
nonenities from here who might be
sent over to him through political pull
The lion, gentleman says that prin­
ciple did not apply. I think he is
mistaken in that. All educational ap­
pointments are made not by the Gov­
ernment but on the recommendation
of the heads of the religious denom­
inations Tf the principle is sound
in educational matters I think it is
sound here. However I hope if this
office is to continue no Government
will act in the manner I suggest as
possible but I think it must be re-*
cognized there is always a dangei?
that somebody with influence in poli­
tical circles might have himself sent
over there and put in the High Com­
missioner’s office as a political job'.
With reference to the desirability of
having such an appointment, our good
friend the Chairman quoted us mat­
ter the other day in regard to this
question which I presume he copied
from Whittaker or some other year
book. He showed that some of the
Overseas Colonies or Dominions had
representation in London .and am­
ongst them he mentioned several as
Agents for certain Canadian pro­
vinces. Since then I came upon a
Frederickton Bulletin of last week
which reads as follows: (Reads Ex­
tract.) In other words the rest of the
provinces find it does not pay to have
these offices in London. With refer*
ence to the relative value of the Com-,
mlssioners in London and New York
being judged by the amount of tradq
shown I think our good friend, Mr.

McNamara will see that that is fal­
lacious. Sir Edgar Bowring has been
stationed in London for three years.
For a good part of that time Britain
was unable to handle exports or im­
ports owing to the war. I am speak-,
ing in the judgment of half a dozen
dry goods and other business men'
who were unable to get goods in Lon­
don during the war when all manu­
facture applied to war materials.

HON. MR. MCNAMARA.—My fig­
ures applied to fish products only.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH.—Well
take fish products; everything was
pared down owing to the inability of
getting ships, and I think that until
the High Commissioner had a period
of ten or twelve years it would be un­
fair to judge of the results of his work
by the trade statistics. I think the
argument unfair as regards the Unit?
ed States. The gentleman there only
took up office last November and con?
sequently any statistics quoted here)
apply to the period when we had no
man at all. Personally I do not
think the Trade Commissioner there
will affect the situation one dollar
but that to effect results of a policy
of Trade Commissioners in the U. S.
we would have to spend the whole of
our revenue to do so. The same thing
occurs in regard to Canada. A gen­
tleman named Cooper was sent to New
York on behalf of the Canadian Gov­
ernment, this office has just been sup­
pressed, and recently I read a speech
of his in which he advocated the ap­
pointment of consuls or trade agents
to the number of 100 in various cit­
ies of the U. S., and said until they
did that they would have no results.
His argument is that the U. S. to-day
has 93 consuls or trade agents in Can­
ada and the charges realize enough
to pay all the salaries and he argues
Canada should do likewise and have
a system of charges which would pay
all their salaries without throwing
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the burden on the Canadian Ex­
chequer. Now that seems to me to be
a sane idea but to suggest that any
gentleman occupying an office on the
13th or 14th floor of a big building*
in New York will exercise any effect
on the business situation of the U. S.
or Newfoundland is a visionary idea
and will not have any beneficial re­
sults. 1 say that without saying re­
garding the present commissioner’^
abilities. Having said this much I feel
I have (lone my duty. I have said I
think it a waste of money to main­
tain this office any longer than Siv
Edgar Bowring is prepared to fill it
without charge to the Colony. As to
what we shall gain from having a
man in the U. S. I do not think we
shall ever get very far. Our trade
with the U. S. has been largely the
result of the physical contiguity so to
speak and the activity on the part of
the American business people. I be­
lieve with similar activity on our part
much greater results would follow.

HON. MR. MILLEY.—My hon.
friend on my right who has just spok­
en will remember I am sure listen­
ing to me in 191G when I referred to
the matter of a High Commissioner
for Newfoundland. I take it that I
am the father, if I may call it so, of
that thought. I strongly urged then1
the necessity of having such an office
in London. I remember when I was
caught over there that year for four
weeks and had to apply to the Can­
adian Commissioner to get out td
Newfoundland with other Newfound-*
landers who were there at the time.
We were told several times to get a
High Commissioner appointed for
Newfoundland, as Canada had nd
voice in having Newfdundlanders sent
home. Since that time the appoint­
ment has been made and I have visit­
ed that office over and over again and
find it a great success and a help to
me as a business man in visiting Eng­
land for buying purposes. I will g(J 

further and say that the Government
ought to increase the vote and have
better accommodation and a better of-1
fice for Newfoundland than we hava
at the present time. We are known
in London or England to be nothing
but fish merchants. Well, Sir, we
have local industries here which in
my opinion if they had samples in
London could be perhaps running to­
day instead of being shut down. That
perhaps is broad statement, but it is>
a fact as I know some items manu­
factured here could be sold in Great
Britain at prices at which they are
sold over there. I strongly believe it
is a right step and instead of having
a small office in Victoria St. on the
3rd or 4th story, we should have a
place in some prominent positioni
either on the Strand or Regent St.
with :i good showing of what New­
foundland can produce. I would ask;
Hon. Mr. McNamara if he has ever
visited London?

HON. MR. MCNAMARA.—No.
HON. MR. MILLEY.—Well you do

not know what you are talking about.
As a dry goods’ man it has been a
great help to me and I hope and trust
this House will not vote to throw out
this bill. I give it my hearty sup­
port and I am sorry my hon. friendd
on my right has taken the position he
has in regard to this bill.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Last year
I took up as head of my department,
with Sir Edgar Bo-wring, the subject!
of canker or wart disease of pota­
toes and he took it up in turn with
the British Board of Agriculture and
I cannot let this opportunity pass
without referring to the efficient work;
he did in regard to that matter. That
was the only experience I had with
his office. He supplied us with cank­
er proof potatoes and all information
as to handling the situation, and I am
proud to say the result of our efforts
here have been a great success. Sir
Edgar Bowring personally took up 
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the matter; he is somewhat of an
amateur farmer, I understand, and
devoted a lot of time to the matter in,
London. I do not think we are in any
position to discuss what that office is
doing for Newfoundland. I do not
think we should abolish that office.
In reply to Sir Patrick McGrath I wish
to point out that Canada early saw
what could be done. They have had
a High Commissioner for years and
the provinces went even further and
appointed agents general. If any pro-
vince has abolished its agent they
still have the High Commissioner, but
if we abolish the High Commissioner
we have nothing. I think we should
know the amount of work done in the
H. C.'s office in London and I think
it would astonish this House ond the
country generally. He has done great/
work for the country. I also agree
with my hon. friend Mr. McNamara. I,
think Newfoundland should have an'
agent in New York. I think it would
be a mistake to abolish the commis->
sionership in New York. He could at
least help Newfoundland to direct its
trade in the right channels.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—J
Mr. Chairman, I had no ulterior ob­
ject in bringing forward the issue I
did when this bill was before the
House a few days ago, that under
present conditions and the present
period of stress, we could not afford
to maintain the office. But let us
take the Hon. Mr. Milley’s argument.
He says the High Commissioner's of­
fice was of great service to him. We(
can understand that. The next ques­
tion arises, was the service which the)
High Commissioner's office gave him
such as to justify its maintenance at
$25,000 or $30,000 a year. I suggested
that he give us an idea of what the
office did for him, and I regret that'
he does not see it possible to do so,
but I maintain that because the hon.
gentleman had some difficulty in get­
ting a passage out and the High Com­

missioner’s Office was of value to him
as a dry goods man, that is not suffi­
cient to justify the maintenance by
Newfoundland of the office at the ex­
penditure of many thousands of dol­
lars, unless it is supported by some
substantial argument. If we had lots
of money, I would say, alright, but
my point is that what money we have
we can apply to greater advantage.
I might say that I am sure the hon.
gentleman could have got through the
Crown Agent for the Colonies the
same service he got from the New?
foundland High Commissioner, with
this exception, that the Crown Agent
for the Colonies may not have had
the personal familiarity with the af­
fairs of this country that Sir Edgar
Bowring or another person as New­
foundland’s Commissioner, might
have. The Minister of Agriculture &
Mines cites an instance of good ser­
vice in the matter of canker in pota­
toes. Well, we must wait to see
whether that clears the canker out of
the places where potatoes are grown.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—I can as­
sure my hon. friend that it was a suc­
cess last year. Read the Agricub
tural Report for this year and you
will see. I think the canker will be
entirely cleared out of the country.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—1
Does the Minister reach that conclu­
sion after one year’s experiment? For
me, I would prefer to wait and see.
However, the point I make is this,
that even if the argument were souncl
it would not be an argument in favor
of the High Commissioner’s Office; it
would be an argument of value con-i
cerning Sir Edgar Bowring, because
I take it if we asked that gentleman
in his private qapacity to go into the
matter he would have done the same
thing.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Yes.
HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—1

And, as a bit of an amateur farmer
he would probably have given as 
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much time and thought to work out
the same solution if he were not High
Commissioner.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—He has
done good service.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—I
agree, and while he will hold the of­
fice we ought to make the sacrifice!
necessary to keep the office open, but
if it comes to a question of appointing
a man to succeed him at a salary of
$10,000 or $15,000 a year, then I think
we ought to abandon it.

Now with further reference to main­
taining a Commissioner at New York,
is it proposed to maintain a Commis­
sioner at Montreal or Ottawa, because
if the argument is sound that a Com­
missioner ought to be maintained at
New York and can give good service
there, then the same argument ap­
plies to the man at Montreal. If you
hold that a Commissioner in London
can do service and a Commissioner at>
New York can do service, then, one
can do service at Montreal.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—I would
like to see one there.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—I
would like to see twenty or thirty
commissioners, and if we could afford
it I -would vote for it.

HON. MR. McNAMARA.—I do not
want to prolong this debate, but I wish
to say that my object in being against
the bill is purely on the ground ofc
expense. I do not think that under
present circumstances we can pay a
representative in London an unlimit­
ed salary. I would also mention the
fact that I do not think we had any
report from Sir Edgar Bowring since
he was in office.

HON. MR. SHEA.—I heard there
was a report printed.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
That is not a report; that is merely
a booklet on Newfoundland.

HON. MR. SHEA.—I might say witlj
regard to this Bill, as I said a few
days ago, that there is no intention on 

the part of the Government to create
an office, but under the present law
there is no Legislative authority for
the appointment. The late Govern­
ment appointed Sir Edgar Bowring
Commissioner, and so it has gone on
year by year. So far as I am aware,
the Government has no intention of
prolonging the office for a moment
longer than is necessary, but there is
a gentleman there who has occupied
that position for many years and has
given unqualified satisfaction, and if
we were to deal in any drastic man­
ner with this Bill it would be placing
him in a awkward position. The Gov­
ernment has no official intimation of
Sir Edgar Bowring’s resignation, and
I believe that he will continue to re­
present Newfoundland. I quite sect
the force of the hon. member opposite,
but I think it would be putting Sir
Edgar in a very awkward position if
we refused to pass the Bill, and it
would certainly be treating him un­
fairly. '

HON. MR. MURPHY.—Mr. Chair.)
man, I think there is some truth in,
both sides. I think we are going on
too much in the old way. I do not
think we are advertising enough, and
that is where the trouble comes in.
But when we do take up anything new,
we go to extremes. When we do
adopt a thing, we are not satisfied to
go any moderate measure. We have
not advertised this country, its re}
sources and its products, enough, and
while at the present time we are fin­
ancially in a very poor position, I
think the Withdrawal of Sir Edgar
Bowring is a step backward instead
of forward. I think we should con­
tinue the office and should always
have there as Commissioner a man
who is thoroughly acquainted with
the business and resources of the
country but not some politcial hang->
er-on who - may be sent over there
through political influence. We have
been lucky in having as our repre­
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sentative a man like Sir Edgar Bowl
ring. I am sorry that I have not been
there since he was appointed, but we
have put him up in an attic in some
of these old buildings over there. I
think the least we could do would bo
to put him on a lower flat, and put'
him where he can have an exhibit of
Newfoundland products. It is not for
the people of London our goods would
be exhibited, but for travellers from
every part of the world who would bef
visiting London. They would see our
products anl we cannot tell what busi­
ness would be developed in that way.
I think it would be wrong economy to
try to do without this office. If we
must economise we can do it in other
directions, and easily save enough tq
carry on this office and put it in pro­
per shape. That is my idea of this
Bill, and I think if we gave Sir Ed­
gar Bowring proper quarters, we
would not have to appoint any new
Commissioner.

On motion the Committee rose, and
reported that they had passed the Bill
without amendment, and it was or­
dered to be read a third time on to-
morrow.

Second Reading of Bill entitled)
“An Act to Amend the Profiteering
Act, 1920.”

HON. MR. SHEA—Mr. President, in
moving the second reading of this
Bill I would say that it speaks for
itself. It is a Bill under which it is
proposed to create a Board to deal.
with the question of profiteering, and
the Board would have power to in­
vestigate price, costs, and profits, to
receive and investigate complaints*
that an unreasonable profit is being
made, declare a reasonable price and
require the seller to repay an am­
ount in excess of such price.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Might I ask the hon. gentleman why
this Bill is brought in this year when
a Bill was brought in for the same
purpose last year?

HON. MR. SHEA.—Last year’s Bill
provided that the Food Board should
deal with it. This provides that a
Board shall be appointed.

The Bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond time, and ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

Second Reading of Bill entitled:
“An Act respecting the Cutting and
Exportation of Timber for special
purposes.”

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—In moving
the second reading of this Bill I might
explain the object. Last winter there
was destitution reported from various
sections of the country, and in lieu
of giving able-bodied poor relief the
Government considered it advisable to
try to secure work for the people, and
got several individuals to enter into
contracts with the Department of
which I am head for cutting pit props
and pulpwood. In all, permission was
given for the cutting of about 52,000
cords, of which between 25,000 and
30,000 have been cut. The agreement
entered into was something like this;
They wore allowed to cut pulpwood
on ungranted Crown Lands, and sell
and export it themselves. Failing to
dispose of their cut, on or before the
first day of June they would give no­
tice to the Department and we would
give them $6.00 a cord. We were to
be notified on the 21st day of May by
the contractors if they had failed to
dispose of their cut. The 21st day of
May is now past, and we have heard
from only one contractor. Eventually
we may have to pay the $6.00 and then
try to sell the wood. The object of
this Bill is to confirm the agreement
and to allow the exportation of the
pulpwood. When the Bill is in Com­
mittee stage I wall be able to give the
details, and I will now lay copy of
the agreement on the table of the
House.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
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Are all the contracts in identical
form?

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Yes, except'
in relation to the percentage of fir
and spruce. In some localities we
could not get the percentage of
spruce, and we altered it.

The Bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond time, and ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

Hous 2 then adjourned until 4.00
p.m., Monday, May 30th.

, MONDAY, May 30th, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjournment
On motion the bill respecting the

High Commissioner in the United
Kingdom was read a third time and
passed.

House went into Committee on the
Lotteries Law Amendment Bill.

The Clerk read a petition from a
number of clergymen in reference to
the said bill.

HON. MR. MILLEY—I move the pe­
tition be taken into consideration of
the Committee.

HON. MR. MEWS—I do not know
what this motion is, but I presume it
is a motion to receive the petition.
The honourable member advocated
that it should be received, but I think
he is working under a misapprehen­
sion about the idea of the petition in
drawing attention only to the last par­
agraph. The idea of the petition is
set forth in the first line, “Believing
that the principle of lotteries is un­
sound." The idea is that they are
against lotteries of any kind, and in
that position I agree absolutely with
the views of the petitioners. It is
rare, I think, Mr, President, that we
have a petition before this House em­
anating from such gentlemen as have
signed this, and I think they are to
be commended for their restraint in
not coming before the Bar of the
House according to the usual proce­
dure this year. That being so, Mr.
President, I think this should receive 

the consideration that it deserves. I
think with regard to lotteries that no
matter whether a lottery takes place
on Water Street, and a man lotteries
his watch, or articles are lotteried to
get money for charitable or educa­
tional purposes, it is the same thing.
My objection to lotteries is not that
one man is going to make a pile of
money out of it, hut the temptation
that lotteries put in the way of young
fellows to engage in that sort of thing,
and I do not think a man should be
stopped from doing so on Water Street
and then go up to St. George’s Field
on any afternoon and find lotteries
being carried on all over the place,
and if this amendment passes, it means
that wheels of fortune and lotteries of
every description can be put up with­
out hindrance of any kind. There is
absolutely no consistency to my mind
in a Bill which gives permission to
any charitable or educational society,
or social organization. Whether I
have a lottery or whether a lottery is
carried on by an educational institu­
tion, the principle involved is abso­
lutely the same.

HON. MR. BROWNING—I disagree
with that entirely.

HON. MR. MEWS—I am sorry that
the honourable gentleman should take
a position of that sort. As I see it,
this Bill is one of the loosest things
that we have ever had come before us.
1 understand that the Lottery Act as
it stands on the Statute Book at pres­
ent could not be enforced because of
s >:r.e difficulties of obtaining evidence
from those who a"<- engaged therein.
You could not force them to give evi­
dence against taanselves, and. thi;
was what various Inspector Generals
have teen up against, and I under­
stand the present Inspector General is
open to agree on certain modifications.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—You would
expunge that last section from the pe­
tition, surely. .................... .

HON. MR. MEWS—They did not
mean that at all. They meant that 
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they trusted Newfoundland would not
espouse the principle of lotteries. That
is all it means. If the House does not
throw this amendment out altogether
I submit that we ought to make it as
drastic as it can well afford to be.
There are various points that perhaps
we could take up later about the mini-
mum fine being a larger one, and I
would certainty cut out this social mat
ter. There is no mention of religious
purposes, as some think there is. I
would confine the Bill simply to char­
itable and educational purposes, and
let each magistrate have power only
within his own jurisdiction. I think
the Bill here gives power to any mag
istrate to legalize a lottery in any
part of the Island, and I think also
that there should be a provision that
all the proceeds of the lottery should
go to the charitable or educational ob­
ject. I think these amendments will
have to be made before the Bill will
be acceptable.

HON. SIR PATRICK McG-RATH—
Mr. President, while I agree to some
extent with my honorable friend in
the position he has laid down, I think
that the greatest difficulty we have
now is, if I may say so, the amount of
hypocrisy that is associated with these
so-called “reform measures’’. We had
a Liquor Law. That was wiped out
by Prohibition, and I thoroughly en­
dorse the sentiment that the curse of
the community is the scandalous way
in which that law is being carried out,
the principal offenders being in many
instances people who were unceasing
in their denunciation of liquor, and
in their demands for Prohibition. Now
turning to this particular matter of
lotteries, when we had this subject un­
der discussion for the first time, I
pointed out one of the principal reas­
ons why the Lottery Bill now on the
Statute Book was enacted, to prevent
the lotteries at Christmas time and
other festive seasons, when wheels of
fortune were at every block on Water
Street. It was certainly time that that 

should be done away with. Lotteries
property safeguarded I do not see any
harm in. If the young fellows my
honourable friend talks about cannot
have a lottery to invest their money
in, they can play cards, and unless you
are prepared to wipe out card-playing,
I do not know why you should strain
at this matter of lotteries within reas­
on. With regard to .this particular pe­
tition, I think that the pitiful thing
about it is that the respected gentle^
men who signed it did not know what
they were petitioning about. Suppos­
ing somebody had not conceived the
brilliant idea that there was a State
Lottery at the bottom of this, would
these gentlemen have signed this pe­
tition at all? Would they have signed
this petition to stop the reform in the
Lottery Law now before us.

HON. MR. BROWNING—I know one
clergyman who thought positively
that there was a. State Lottery until I
gave him a copy of the Bill, and then
he said he could see no objection to
that Bill

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
think this petition is a reflection up­
on the intelligence of the gentlemen
who signed it. If they had signed the
petition and left out these two lines,
nobody could take any exception to
it, but when clergymen, men of educa­
tion, who are able to read newspapers
and follow the trend of discussions in
the Press, sign their names to a peti­
tion with a paragraph like that in it, I
think it is a pitiful exhibition for this
community. That is frankly my opin­
ion. I would not reject the petition. I
think these gentlemen, as guardians of
public morality, are entitled to express
their opinions. With regard to the
principle of lotteries, I may say that
I agree with them and with my hon­
ourable friend opposite, but I may
say that all these things are matters
of compromise. In every aspect of
law you will find the same thing. As
I pointed out here before, over in Eng­
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land they refused to sanction a lottery
of a pearl necklace during the war, but
there are lotteries in England every
week of the year. They refused to
have a state lottery lost year, but you
will find forms of gambling practised
almost in the House of Commons it­
self. Coming over to the other side,
you see horse races in Montreal, Otta­
wa and Toronto. During the war it
became such a scandal that the Do­
minion Parliament appointed a Royal
Commission to investigate the desir­
ability of allowing them to be contin­
ued, and the Commission made a re­
commendation to the effect that horse
racing was desirable in the interests
of the improvement of the breed of
horses. In Ontario the Government
allowed gambling at horse races to be
continued, but they imposed a fine, or
rather, they required every person
who was going to run a lottery by
machines which they use for that pur..
pose to pay $10,000 a day. That is the
fee for running a machine of that sort
at horse races in Toronto. I was at
Ottawa in 1916, and I was taken out
by a friend to see the horse races. I
experimented with one of these ma­
chines, and I won. I had never seen
them operating before. I do not know
whether any of the honourable gentle­
men is familiar with them. You take
your ticket for $2 or $5 or $10 on some
particular horse. If that horse wins,
all the money that goes in is divided
between the parties who have tickets,
less five per cent, to the company
which operates the machine. It is an
automatic scheme of gambling. The
gentleman who went out with me bid
for me and I lost. We tried a second
time and lost. Then I bid myself. I
did not know about the different hor­
ses, but I took a chance, and won $57,
I think. You can imagine what an in­
ducement that is. I saw women,
middle-aged and old, going about with
bills between their fingers, bidding.
That illustrates one phase of human
nature. We are horrified at the idea 

of a State Dottery, but State Lotteries
are recognized all over America and
large loans are raised by both the
Federal and State Governments by
means of lotteries which nobody
thinks is any harm. To come back to
the main subject, Mr. President, I
would not reject the petition. I would
endorse the motion of my honourable
friend that we refer this petition to
the Committee of the Whole that will
be considering this Bill, but I think
the fact ought to be made clear to
these gentlemen, with all due respect,
that when next they sign a petition
they ought to take the precaution of
familiarizing themselves with the sub­
ject matter of the question with which
the petition purports to deal.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—Mr. Presi­
dent, I have no doubt that the cler­
gymen regarded this as a great moral
question. The Inspector General gave
notice that no sweepstakes were to be
held, but nevertheless just as many
were held this spring as before. No­
body is going to give information in
connection with lotteries. Coming to
this Bill, it seems to me that Section
3, sub-sections (a) and (b) is the prin­
cipal section, and I think we should
give it very careful thought. I do not
know how Magistrates would look up­
on it. However, Mr. President, I sup
port the petition from these gentle­
men. On motion the House resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole
on the said Bill entitled “An Act to
Amend the Law relating to Lotteries.”

HON. MR. MILLEY—I would like
the word “social” defined.

HON. MR. SHEA—I gather it means
any entertainment or gathering where
people come together as at a bazaar.
It is rather a broad term, but that is
what it probably means.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
should leave that in the hands of the
man who gives the license. If people
would rather have a dance or social
party for religious purposes, would it 
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not be better to leave the decision In
the hands of the Magistrate who gives
the license. He will find out what the
affair is for, and if it is not for these
purposes, he can refuse them permis­
sion tb have the lottery, or if he finds
that it is for educational or charitable
purposes, he can give permission. I
avail of this opportunity, Mr. Chair­
man, to suggest to the honourable gent
leman the addition of this section to
the Bill.

Add as sub-section (5) to section 6:
“(5) It shall be a condition of ev­

ery lottery or scheme of chance for
which permission or license has been
granted that the whole benefit or pro­
ceeds thereof, after deduction of ne­
cessary expenses, shall be paid or de­
voted to the object for which the lot­
tery or scheme shall have been per­
mitted. Any person tailing or receiv­
ing for his private use any share of
the proceeds or benefit of such lottery
or scheme, and any person knowing­
ly aiding another in procuring such
share for his own use, shall be guilty
of an offence under this chapter. The
term “expenses” above mentioned
shall not include the payment of any
sum by way of commission to any
person concerned in the promotion of
conduct of such lottery or scheme.”

The idea of that is to cover a situa­
tion that I suggested, that a man
might go to the Magistrate and say “I
am going to get up a lottery for such
and such a charitable purpose, and I
am going to give half the proceeds to
that charity and keep the other half.”
This section will mean that unless he
is prepared to give the whole proceeds
he shall not be allowed to get up the
lottery. ...................i...........

HON. MR. SHEA—He cannot use
this Act. as a money-making scheme?

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Exactly. There is, I think, a confu­
sion of mind amongst Some honour­
able gentlemen as to this word "So­
cial.” They think it refers to some
form of entertainment. It refers, I 

think, to bazaars, dances, or anything
like that, that may be got up for so­
cial purposes, as distinct from educa­
tional, religious or athletic purposes*.
Frankly, I do not see why it is ne­
cessary to have "social” there at all.

HON. MR. BROWNING—Would the
proceeds have to cover the expense of
that social function?

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
The Bill says “It shall be lawful for
any person or persons to organize,
conduct and engage in lotteries and
other schemes of chance, whether in
connection with bazaars, sales, enter­
tainments and other functions or oth­
erwise.” That is to say, you may have
lotteries and schemes of chance at
bazaars and sales, or you may have
them distinct and apart from these
gatherings altogether, provided that
you are having them for some one of
the object specified.

There is a possibility of it’s being
overdone. On the other hand I do not
see why reasonable lotteries that com­
mend themselves to the good judg­
ment of a large section of the com­
munity should be objected to, because
if you do you only perpetuate the
hypocrisy of having a law on the
Statute Book and people who de­
nounce these things taking tickets all
the time. I am for reasonable lot­
teries not that I have any particular
feeling for them. I may say frankly
I have not been asked for years to
take a ticket in any of these things.
This word “social” is liable to cre­
ate abuse but at the same time it must
be remembered nobody can get a li­
cense unless the Magistrate is satis­
fied it is bona fide and the question is
are we satisfied to allow the Magis­
trate this discretion. I have no doubt
during the first six months there will
be some scandals because Magistrates,
like everybody else, can be deceived,
but they will be in the public eye and
in time we will have no more trouble,
and personally I am prepared to al­
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low the bill to go as it stands. If it
is not satisfactory we can amend it.

The Committee rose and reported
the bill with some amendment, and it
was ordered to be read a third time
on to-morrow. >

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the
House went into Committee on the
Profiteering Amendment Bill, Hon:
Mr. Milley in the chair.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH.—This is
one of those acts that in my opinion
are brought in every year ■with tho
intention of never being carried out
Last year’s act as I pointed out at the
time was constructed from the Eng-,
lish act with the same object. That
act was a War Measures Act and was
introduced in war times, enforced and
very effectively. A year ago it was>
introduced here as a result of some
discussion about the high prices
charged, and a duty was cast upon
the Food Control Board of investi­
gating complaints, but the Food Board
as I then predicted, never acted.

HON. MR. MEWS.—As soon as thd
act was passed prices began to fall.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
But as soon as this act was passed
you charged us 25c. for sugar. Id
prices began to fall last year, what is
the reason for the act this year? I pre?
sume the Government had some object]
in bringing it in but I am convinced
in my own mind that we will never
hear of this act after to-day. Now P
understand this amendment is brought
in because the Food Board is going
out of existence, and it is necessary
to have machinery to deal with mat­
ters of this kind. I suggest to the
lion, gentleman that there is power
already under the Customs Act but
would not press that view. Last year
the bill was. taken so seriously by
somebody that the Governor was
brought down here solely on the tenth
June to assent to it, I do not think
there is any need to waste much time* 

on the consideration of it and do not
think it will ever be heard of again.

HON. MR. McNAMARA—I thinl;
with Sir Patrick McGrath there is
very little necessity for this bill.
There is one matter in which it ap­
peals to me. There is a good deal of
profiteering going on in regard to
house rent, and I think there should
be something in the bill in reference
to that to protect tenants from land­
lords who are charging exorbitant)
rents, and it is desirable tenants
should be protected.

HON. MR. ANDERSON.—In relation
to house rent I quite agree with Hon.
Mr. McNamara. We had a bill intro­
duced here last year and renewed this
year, but so far as carrying out the
law was concerned it was a farce. Scf
far as the housing problem is con­
cerned I have had some experience.
We built thirty houses, started them
in August and they were completed
before the end of the year. We paid
for wages, for labor forty cents and
for carpenters seventy-five cents down
to forty-five cents. We asked for con­
tracts to build chimnies, and there
was not a tradesman in this town
tendered to put up the bricks unless
he could buy the bricks. No plumber
put in a tender unless he got the con­
tract for importing all the material.
There was no assistance but a bite was
taken by tradesmen at every oppor-,
tunity they could get. But I am asf
firmly convinced as I was then that
with the best of co-operation amongst
people who should have taken it up
we could build houses and bring them
down to a normal reasonable price.
If you give work for carpenters, lab­
ourers. plumbers, and lumber men you
would relieve matters considerably in!
this town. Now we have built those
houses and they are a credit to the
city. There is a garden behind that
is worth at least fifty to sixty dollars
to grow potatoes and cabbage. Thq
house itself is nicely finished with 
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lovely kitchen behind, place for hard
and soft coal, scullery, and three bed­
rooms. We let them at nine per cent.
on the cost which includes six per
cent, for ground rent, insurance;
taxes, etc., and I would extend
an invitation to hon. gentlemen to go
up and see them. Some of the ten­
ants have taken an interest in tbd
purchase of the place and at the pre­
sent time they have a lovely home at
an expenditure of 513.50 a month.
With the money they have saved they
have bought a home and freehold.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
The difficulty about the housing pro­
blem is I suppose well described by
Mark Twain who said “people are al­
ways complaining about the weather
but nobody seems to do anything.”
The problem is there are more peo­
ple looking for houses than there are
houses to get. and while that situa­
tion exists you can have all the acts
of parliament you like and it will d<>
no good It was stated here that peo-
pel are prepared to pay all the land­
lords ask them rather than be put outi
of their houses, and we cannot curd
that condition only by putting up a
surplus of houses, and how that can
be done I do not know, particularly
in view of the remarks of the hon.
gentleman regarding his experiencd
of putting up tohse houses on Merry-
meeting Road. That is an illustra-i
tion of the difficulty; they put up
thirty houses and the cost was half as
much more than they expected. Very1
few people would be disposed to re­
peat that process. If prices drop
men could be got to work at lower
figures and what is more important
to give an honest day’s work for thd
wages they get, then we would get
houses necessary to the needs of this
community. I believe in the light of
the absolute failure of the bill wd
passed here a few years ago nothing
will be gained by adding anything to 

this bill in the way of stopping pro­
fiteering in houses.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—I must
apologize, Mr. Chairman, for taking
up so much time. As I pointed out
to the workingmen over and over
again, if they put their heads together
and were united, in a very short tin*
houses would be secured at reasonable*
rates.

HON. THE PRESIDENT—I would
like to say a word or two on this
Bill. We thought we would have one
hundred houses as suggested by my
honourable friend, but on account of
the way the business turned out, we
were unable to proceed. Everybody
was calling out “Help the working­
men” but we could not get any me­
chanics to touch the houses. Howev­
er, I hope we will be able to start the
remainder of the houses, because we
got the land much below the value of
it. There are very few houses su­
perior to those built up there.

On motion the Committee rose, and
reported having passed the Bill with­
out amendment, and it was ordered to
be read a third time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved n
self into a Committee of the Whole on
the Bill “An Act respecting the Cutt­
ing and Exportation of Timber for
special purposes.”

Hon. Mr. Steer in the Chair.
' HON. DR. CAMPBELL—I may say,
Mr Chairman, with respect to this bill,
I explained on second reading was
the idea was. Last year in various
sections of the country we were up
against destitution, and it was desir­
able that we should, if possible, not
give able-bodied relief. We were un­
able to find anyone that would take up
a contract for cutting pulpwood with­
out a government guarantee. The gov
ernment agreed with contractors to
cut about sixty thousand cords, and in
that way they gave relief in various
places. The whole sixty thousand
were not cut, but I think between twen 
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ty-five and thirty thousand. There Is
a clause in the agreement under which
it was understood that all contractors
were to try to sell their pulpwood,
either within or without the country. I
think they made efforts in most cases
outside the country as well as within
the country, but I do not think any
of the contractors have succeeded in
making a sale. There is a clause by
which they give us notice on to-mor­
row, the last day of May, or on the
first day of June, as to their success
or failure, and if they have failed, the
government undertakes to purchase
the pulpwood at $6.00 per cord. So
far, five have notified us of their in­
ability to sell, the wood amounting in
all to about eight thousand cords. I
think it would be well for the clerk to
read the agreement, so that the whole
thing may be understood. After the
first day of June we will make every
effort to sell the wood. We will meet
some difficulty, but will keep at it and
eventually succeed.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
The agreement covers five sheets of
typewriting. Perhaps the honourable
gentleman would just summarize it.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—When the
agreement was being prepared, the
department sought information on the
subject of pulpwood, and the opinions
it secured. Eventually we took the
opinion of the Grand Falls people. We
asked them to give specifications of
pulpwood saleable in the United States
and Canada. We asked for twenty-five
per cent fir and seventy-five per cent.
spruce, but in certain localities, such
as White Bay and the West Coast, we
lowered the percentage of spruce to
fifty per cent, and as it was found that
Newfoundland fir was as good as Ca­
nadian spruce for paper-making. The
diameters are the figures given by the
Grand Falls people. To guard against
indiscriminate cutting and piling we
had surveyors from the Department
visit the localities and we were sure
that the pulpwood was piled and 

grounded at safe harbors. We took
the precaution that they should be
piled at certain localities. Now when
the pulpwood is handed over to us on
the first day of June we will send our
surveyors to examine it and report the
quantity each contractor has cut. Then
we will make arrangements to pay him
$6 a cord, and go about the business
of selling it, which, under conditions
as they are now, will be a difficult
proposition. To prevent any stealing
or looting of pulpwood, such as occur­
red in the pit prop venture, I propose
to put watchmen on all areas where
it is stored. I think that would be the
proper course to pursue. It would not
be wise to go through the experience
of some of the pitprop owners during
the war. I do not know that it is ne­
cessary to go through the contract. It
is at the disposal of anybody who
wishes to read it. I gave it to my hon­
ourable friend a day or two ago.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Mr. Chairman, the humorous aspect of
this matter is that it will give the gov
ernnient the opportunity of appointing
more inspectors and watchmen. But
there is no question about it that when
this proposition of cutting pulpwood
to give relief was put up to the gov­
ernment it was a desirable thing to do
I freely concede that, the department
acted with the best intentions, and of
course nobody could have foreseen the
trouble that was coming in the timber
and pulpwood market. If there is any
complaint, it is that the men who ac­
tually cut the wood got very little for
their trouble. I think the contractors
get the most out of it. I heard of a
case where a man was paid $2 a cord
ror cutting the wood. However, in all
sr.-b tases, where public money is giv­
en for relief purposes, that is an al­
most rnavoidab."' contingency. I co
not think there' is much prospect of
selling this outside the country in the
near future, because with every pa­
per-making concern in Canada and the
United States shutting down or going 
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on part-time, they are not likely to
be able to pay the price required for
this material, plus cost of freight. I
trust, however, that the government
will be able to realize something for
it. so that part of the cost at least may
go back to the Treasury. Before I sit
down I want to ask the honourable
gentleman if the Government has any
intention of continuing this policy, or
if it is simply an emergency measure.
What is meant is, if the cutting of this
wood on Crown land or other proper­
ly for export is to l>e continued.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—It is not the
intention of the government to con­
tinue it. This was purely an emer­
gency measure, but, of course, if there
n another occasion next year or any
other year, the same thing may lie
done instead of giving able-bodied re­
lief.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
There is a class of people who are al
ways wanting the bars broken down,
and a general export permitted. That
would in my opinion, be a wrong po­
licy, and I am glad the government is
not adopting it.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—That might
he a safe policy with respect to La­
brador, but not in Newfoundland, with
the l.mited amount of timber we have
I do not think we have half the amount
we think we have.

HON. MR. MURPHY—I quite ag.ee
with the honourable member that wo
have not half the timber we think we
have. We have lost millions of doi
• ars worth already, and we are doing
nothing to stoo it. I have spent a
good many years at the business, and.
as I said here before, I left more tim
her in the woods than I took out. Now
this destruction is still going on. We
are taking no steps whatever to pro-
tfct our forests.

On motion the Committee rose, and
reported having passed the Bill with
out amendment, and it was ordered to
be read a third time on to-morrow.

Hon Mr. Shea tabled statement of 

the Railway Commission to January
27, 1921.

On motion the House adjourned un­
til Thursday, the second of June, at
4 p.m

FRIDAY, June 3rd, 1921
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad­

journment.
On motion the Bill “An Act to

Amend the Law relating to Lotteries
was read a third time and ordered to
be sent to the House of Assembly with
a message informing that body that
the Council had passed the same with
some amendments.

On motion the Bill “An Act to A-
mend the Profiteering Act, 1920” was
read a third time and ordered to be
sent to the House of Assembly with a
message informing that body that the
Council had passed the same with
amendment.

On motion the Bill “An Act respect­
ing the Cutting and Exportation of
Timber for Special Purposes” was
read a third time, and ordered to be
sent ot the House of Assembly with a
message informing that body that the
Council had passed the same without
amendment.

The President informed the Council
that he had received’ a message from
the Assembly to the effect that It had
passed a Bill “An Act for the Raising
of a sum of money on the credit of the
Colony for the purposes of the Colo­
ny” in which it requested the concur­
rence of the Council.

HON. MR. SHEA—I beg to move the
first reading of that Bill, and in doing
so. I would ask of the House the pri­
vilege of its unanimous concurrence in
passing the Bill through its various
stages to-day, so that final arrange­
ments may be made and the matter
disposed of. It is important that this
Bill should pass through the stages
here, and matters be finally adjusted,
because the loan has been negotiated
at ninety-eight and three-quarters on
the basis of eleven per cent, exchange.
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As honourable members know, ex­
change Is fluctuating from day to-day,
and it Is considered advisable that
while exchange is more or less in our
favour, the loan should be completed,
and the Bill passed. We are advised
that at present there are large funds
being transferred from New York and
there are some heavy loans on the
market, which may possibly interfere
with the exchange to our prejudice,
and for that reason it is imperative
that final arrangements should be
made, and that is why the government
is asking this House the privilege o'f
passing this Bill through unanimous­
ly. I beg to move the first reading.

The Bill was then read a first time.
On motion the rules of the House

were suspended, the Bill read a second
time, and thereupon the House resolv
ed itself into a Committee of the
Whole on the Bill.

HON. MR. ANDERSON—Mr. Chair­
man, before the passing of the Loan
Bill I would like to say that I congrat-
late the Government in raising a loan
of six million dollars, which the Gov­
ernment has succeeded in getting at
ninety eight and three quarters on a
basis of eleven per cent, exchange. We
hope that before the maturing of any
of the interest the exchange rate will
be lower. We must remember that
since the declaration of peace all na­
tions and all countries are borrowing
France now has a Ioan on the market
in New York, a very large Ioan, for
which they offer eight per cent. I do
not wish to delay the House now, but
simply wish to state that I congratu­
late the government that they have
succeeded in getting this Ioan. I hope
it will be the means of re-establishing
confidence in the country, and that
the trade and commerce of Newfound­
land will begin to show some slight
improvement. I have much pleasure,
Mr. Chairman, in supporting the Bill.

On motion the Committee rose and
reported having passed the Bill with­
out amendment. The Bill was there­

upon read a third time, and ordered
to be sent to the House of Assembly
with a message informing that body
the Council had passed the same with­
out amendment.

The Hon. the President informed the
House that His Excellency the Gover­
nor would arrive at the Council Cham­
ber at 4.45 p.m. for the purpose of as­
senting to the consolidation Loan Act
1921.

The Hon. the President left the
Chair.

At 4.45 p.m., His Excellency the Gov
ernor, Sir Charles Alexander Harris,
Knight Commander of the Most dis­
tinguished Order of St. Michael and
St. George, Companion of the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath, having
arrived at the Council Chamber and
being seated upon the Throne, com­
manded the Gentlemen Usher of the
Black Rod, through the Hon. the Pre­
sident of the Legislative Council, to
let the Honourable House of Assem­
bly know—

"It is His Excellency's pleasure that
they attend him immediately in this
House.”

Who being come thereto with their
Speaker, His Excellency was pleased
to give His assent to the following
Bill entitled:—“An Act to Authorize
the Raising of a sum of money on the
Credit of the Colony for the General
Purpose of the Colony.”

The House of Assembly then retir­
ed.

His Excellency withdrew.
At 5 p.m. the Hon. the President re­

sumed the Chair.
On motion made the House adjourn­

ed until Tuesday the 7th inst, at 4 p.m

THURSDAY, June 9th.
PRESENT.

The Honorable J. D Ryan, Presi­
dent.

The Honorable the President de­
clared the House adjourned for want
of a quorum until Friday the 10th
inst., at 4 p.m.
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FRIDAY, .Tune 10th.

PRESENT.
The Honorable J. D. Ryan, Presi­

dent.
The Hon. the President declared the

House adjourned for want of a quo­
rum until Monday the 13th inst., at 4
p.m.

MONDAY, June 13th.
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
On motion the Bill “An Act Re­

specting Sheep Farming’’ was refer­
red to a Select Committee of the
House.

The President informed the House
that he had received a communication
from the House of Assembly that they
had passed the following bills in
which they requested the concurrence
of the Council:

“An Act to Amend the Law Society
Act.”

"An Act further respecting the Cut­
ting and Exportation of Timber.”

“An Act to Amend the War Mea­
sures Act 1914.”

On motion the said bills were read
a first time, and ordered to be read
a second time on to-morrow.

The House then adjourned until
Thursday. June 16th, at 4.00 p.m.

THURSDAY, June 16th.
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
Second Reading of Bill entitled: “Ap

Act to Amend the Law Society Act.”
HON. MR. GIBBS.—Mr. President, I

beg leave to move that this Bill be
now read a second time. The only
alterations differing from the present
law is that provision is made that in
the case of students who served with
His Majesty’s Forces and have served
a portion of their term of clerkship'
the Law Society may, instead of com­
pelling them to put in a full clerkship
of five years, reduce the term to three
years; by section 2 a three years’ 

clerkship may be reduced to two
years, and by section 3 a four years’
clerkship may be reduced . to three
years. This is for the purpose of as­
sisting those who served during the
War and who would have been
through their clerkship except for the
fact that they served with the Forces.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—1
May I ask if the sole object of this is
to make provision for those who went
on service?

HON. MR. GIBBS.—Simply that, and
nothing more.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
To how many does this apply?

HON. MR. GIBBS.—I do not know;
possibly three or four.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—I
know there is a young man King who
is in some office on Water Street. But
would this apply to anybody who
waited the introduction of the Con­
scription Law?

HON. MR. GIBBS.—None that 1
know of.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Because I do not think that class of
man ought to get the benefit of this
law. I ouite agree with the propriety
of giving this to every man who volun­
teered, but I think it ought not to ap­
ply to anybody who was forced to go.
Perhaps in committee stage the hon.
gentleman would let us know to whom
this would apply, because I would'
feel like making an exception in the
case of a man who had to be con­
scripted before he did his duty.

The Bill was then read a second
time, and ordered to be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House on
to-morrow.

Second reading of Bill entitled “An
Act further respecting the Cutting
and Exportation of Timber.”

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—In moving
the second reading of this Bill I might
explain that it is to legalize the cut­
ting and sale of timber cut in Twil­
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lingate District to relieve destitution.
There was an opportunity to sell rail­
road ties to the A. N. D. Co., and in
preference to giving able-bodied poor
relief we allowed the ties to be cut,
and also allowed timber to be cut!
where the areas had been destroyed
by fire and the wood would only be­
come useless. This Bill is to legalise
this arrangement, as under the Crown
Lands Act they were not allowed to
cut these railroad ties and sell them
to the A. N. D. Co. In committee
stage we will be able to go into details.

Second reading of Act to amend the
War Measures Act 1914.

HON. MR. SHEA.—As hon. members
will see this bill explains itself. It
simply cancels the War Measures Act
of 1914 and also any subsequent acts
of that nature. The time has arrived
when legislation of this kind is not
necessary and I think all hon. mem­
bers will be glad to see that bill taken
off the Statute Book.

The bill was then read a second
time and ordered to be committed on
to-morrow.

Hon. President read a message from
the House of Assembly that they had
passed the accompanying bills en­
titled respectively:

An Act to confirm an agreement
between the Government and the D’­
Arcy Exploration Company, Ltd.; An
Act to repeal the Act regarding th a
exportation of salt codfish; and an'
Act to amend the act entitled Of the
Prosecution of the Seal Fishery, in
which they requested the concurrence
of the Legislative Council, also an Act
for the prevention of Venereal Dis­
eases.

On motion the said bills were read
a first time and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Shea tabled the report off
the Militia Department from April
1920 to March 1921; also copy of the
Newfoundland Customs Returns for
the year 1919 to 1920.

House then adjourned until to-mor­
row at four o'clock.

FRIDAY, Jun 17th.
House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
House went into committe on the

Bill entitled An Act to Amend the
Law Society Act, Hon. Mr. Steer in
the chair.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Before we pass the preamble of this
Bill, might I suggest to the hon. gent­
leman that he rise the Committee un­
til we find whether anybody affected
by this Bill is in the class of con­
scripts. We could probably have that
information for next sitting.

The Committee thereupon rose, re­
ported progress, and asked leave to
sit again on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on the
Bill: “An Act further respecting the
Cutting and Exportation of Timber.’)

Hon. Mr. Ryan in the Chair.
HON DR. CAMPBELL.—Mr. Chair­

man, as I explained yesterday, this
is a Bill relating to certain measures
taken to relieve destitution in cer­
tain sections of the country This
Bill legalizes the purchase of certain
railroad ties by the A. N. D. Co. from
timber cut on Crown Lands. The lat­
ter part of Section 1 refers to cer­
tain timber to be exported from tho
Colony. These were cut by Mr. House
and others on land, some, not much.
Crown Land, but mostly private pro­
perty. The object of the bill in toto is
to prevent the pernicious habit of
giving able-bodied poor relief if work
can be given instead.

On motion the Committee rose and
reported having passed the Bill with-1
out amendment, and it was ordered
to be read a third time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved it­
self into a Committee of the Whole
on the Bill “An Act to Amend th®
War Measures Act, 1914.”
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Hon. Mr. Cook in the Chair.
HON MR. SHEA.—Mr. Chairman, as

1 have already explained to the House,
this Bill rescinds the War Measures
Act, 1914, and subsequent legislation
passed I beg to move the reading of
the first clause.

On motion the Committee rose and
reported having passed the Bill with­
out amendment, and it was ordered to
be read a third time on to-morrow.

Second Reading of Bill entitled;
“An Act to confirm an agreement be­
tween the Government and the D’J
Arcy Exploration Company, Limited.’’

HON. MR. GIBBS.—Mr. President,
in moving the second reading of this
Bill, I desire to point out that it is
for the purpose of confirming an
agreement entered into by the Gov­
ernment with the D’Arcy Exploration’
Company, Limited. The agreement is
set forth in the schedule to the Bill.
The Company is given the exclusive
right for a period of two years from'
the date upon which the agreement
shall have been confirmed by the Leg-
islature to explore on unoccupied
Crown Lands in this country for pet­
roleum when subjected to the process
of distillation. Under the agreement)
the company has the right to enter
upon all unoccupied Crown Lands,
that is, all lands of the Colony which
have not been alienated by grant or
license or are unoccupied by any per-*
son, with a view of carrying on its
work of exploration and development
and do all things necessary to that
end. In the event of the company in
lhe carrying on of its work causing
damage to the property of a third
person, the company must pay reason­
able compensation for the damage or
injury, and must indemnify the Gov­
ernment against any claim which may
be made in respect of any injury or
damage done by them, the damage or
injury to be ascertained by arbitra­
tion. Now if the company shall at
any time during the prospecting per­

iod of two years notify the Govern­
ment that it desires to test any other
properties which it has been explor,
ing for a year or any period less than
two years, then if it so notifies the
Government, it has the right to ac­
quire an area not exceeding 3,GOO
square miles and the company shall
be entitled during the remainder of
its prospecting period to test the!
lands comprised in the area or areas
of which they shall have given notice
to the Government of their desire to
test. Then there is a proviso in thd
agreement which makes it obligatory
upon the part of the company to se­
cure at least one test well within six
months after the date of the prospect­
ing period in respect of each area,
and thereafter vigorously to continue
the prosecution of the work of testing
the area by sinking other wells, and a'
failure to do so operates as a for­
feiture of their rights under the agree­
ment. The area referred to in this
section is an area which does not ex­
ceed twelve square miles. Another
part of the agreement is that the
company is given the right prior to
the expiry of the period of three
years, which is the testing period, to
select from any area which it is test­
ing such portions of the area as it may
desire, and the Government thereupon
shall grant to the company leases of
such portions for the purpose of get­
ting petroleum oil and other sub,
stances referred to in the agreement;'
the lease shall contain the usual cov­
enants and conditions which are to
be found in leases of mineral areas
granted to individuals in this coun­
try, with an additional one that the
company must continue work and de­
velop the properties that are leased
to them by the Government. Then
they have to pay to the Government
one-eighth of the value of the oil tak­
en from such lands. There is a right
upon the part of the company to se­
lect such Crown Lands as may be 
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necessary for rights of way or the
building of tramways or for tele-*
graph or telephone or for the pur­
pose of building wharves or piers for
the proper carrying out of the work,
and there is also a proviso that the
Company shall not be liable for any
higher tax during the period of its
operations in excess of the rate paid
by any other person, company or cor­
poration carrying on business in the
Colony. There is also a proviso for
keeping correct books of accounts,
and the right upon the part of the
Government to examine and inspect
the books and accounts of the Com­
pany and take extracts, in order that
they may determine from time to time
whether the Government is getting
its proper proportion of the amounts
to which it is entitled under this
agreement. Then again in another
portion of the agreement it is provid­
ed that if the work of the company
should result in petroleum oil being
discovered in commercial quantities,
the company is bound to develop the
area in which it is found with all
reasonable speed. There Is not only
that provision, but there is an obli­
gation upon the part of the company
to continue work and operate the ar­
eas or places where oil may be dis­
covered. Hon. gentleman may ask
the question, who is the D’Arcy Ex­
ploration Company? I may say that
it is a subsidiary of the Anglo Per­
sian Oil Company, which is regarded
as the largest of its character oper­
ating within the Empire. It is not a
company that speculaets in petroleum
areas. The company is a bona fide
one, and it has come into this coun­
try for the purpose of finding out1
whether we have any oil-bearing
lands in Newfoundland. On the di­
rectorate of the Anglo Persian OH
Company are two nominees of the
British Government. The British
Government is the holder of two mil­
lions of ordinary shares of one pound 

each and one thousand Preference
Shares ol one pound each and £199,-
000 of debenture stock. It will be
seen that this is a bona fide attempt)
to demonstrate the possibility be-
yond reasonable doubt of oil produc­
ing lands of Newfoundland. Person­
ally, I think the agreement is a very
good one. I think the right class of
people is taking hold of something
which may be of vast importance to’
Newfoundland. You will not get peo->
pic who are more fitted and who, if
we have petroleum here, will work
and develop it on a larger scale than'
the Anglo Persian Oil Company. For
nearly thirty years various attempts
have been made in this country to
develop petroleum properties, and X
think that the failure to find petroleum
in this country has been due largely
to lack of capital. It requires a very
large amount of capital to test and
develop petroleum areas. I think thq
Colony is on the proper road now to
have it settled once and for all,
whether we have petroleum in this
country in commercial quantities. I
believe that this is a good agreement
for the Colony because it affords the
opportunity of making a complete
test and setting forever at rest the
question whether we have in this
country petroleum in such quantities
as to pay individuals or companies
for undertaking the work of explora­
tion and development. I, therefore;
Mr. President, move the second read­
ing.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—I
think, Mr. President, that we should
all welcome this bill. It is the first
real attempt I have seen to determine
just exactly what we have in the way
of commercial possibility for our oil
areas. We have oil areas at Port au
Port and other places on the West
Coast. The late Mr. Howley has
written exhaustively on these areas
and made several reports, giving all
the information regarding them, but 
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one of the difficulties, as the hon.
gentleman has said, has been the dif­
ficulty of getting capitalists of suffi­
cient strength to undertake this work.
It is only within the last ten years,
and very largely since the war, that
the enormous development of oil
enterprises has been realized. The
substitution of oil for coal on ship­
board and in a variety of commercial
undertakings is only in its infancy.
When we were crossing Canada last
year T had an opportunity of seeing
the electric plant in the little town
of Vernon in the Rocky Mountains
being operated by oil engines instead
of steam, and only within the past two
or three days I have seen ah an­
nouncement by the Secretary of the
British Admiralty of the intention of
abolishing coal on naval ships in fu­
ture on the ground that two tons of
oil would do the work of three tons
of coal, there would be less men re­
quired. and the oil would not cost
nearly as much. The Anglo Persian
Oil Company is actively associated
with the British Government. It is
now, one might say, practically con­
trolled by the British Government. Ill
has extensive areas in Persia and al­
so in Mesopotamia. I have now be­
fore me the document to which I re­
ferred. The Journal of the Parlia-i
ments of the Empire, volume 4, Oc­
tober, 1920, gives the text of an oil
agreement which received the Royal
assent in Australia on the 29th of May
last, and gives the wording of the
agreement between the Common-!
.wealth Government for the purpose
of developing the Australian indus­
try of refining oil. It is not necessary
for me to quote extensively from the
summary of the agreement which is
embodied here. Every hon. gentle-'
mail has one of these and will be able
to look it up. You will find the full
text on page G94, but, in brief, the
Australian Government contracted
with this company for the purpose of 

forming an Australian company, tho
company undertaking to go into the
business not alone of exploring and
prospecting, but really into the busi­
ness of getting oil, refining it, selling
it and putting tlie Commonwealth of
Australia in a position where it would
if necessary become absolutely inde­
pendent with regard to oil supplies
in future. Since that agreement has
been made effective, I observe front
the debates of the British Parliament
that the British Government and the
Australian Government have combin­
ed in creating another company with
the Angio Persian Company on some­
what tlie same lines; that is, they
have created an organization to put/
up 50,000 pounds sterling for the pur­
pose of exploring for oil in New
Guinea, and the idea is now to deter­
mine the oil bearing possibilities of
that country, and it is being done by
the Australian and British Govern­
ments in co-operation with the Oil'
Companies. The details from what I
have been able to observe from this
bill appear to be very fair for the both
parties but I would say that I am dis­
posed to concede a great deal to this
company which will come in here and
go into this matter in a business like
manner instead of tinkering with the
type of people the Americans call
fakirs which we have had experience
with in the past. If the Anglo Per­
sian Company, after two years experi­
ment give the idea that our oil bearing
properties are good it will be a great
thing for this country. If they do not
we will be no worse off and I think
the Government could give even more
concessions and I hope the outcome
as regards this experiment will be
fully realized.

The bill was read a second time and
ordered to be committed on to-mor­
row.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the Ex­
portation of Salt Codfish Repeal Bill
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was read a second time and ordered'
to be committed on to-morrow.

Second reading of the Bill entitled
An Act to amend the Bill entitled Of
the prosecution of the Sealfishery.

HON. MR. SHEA.—This bill simply
makes some alteration in the Sealing
Bill, removing the restrictions regard­
ing the sailing of the steamers, and
proposing that steamers shall sail as
of old on the tenth March instead of
the twelfth; also there is provision
regarding second trips; changing the
date of killing to the 13th March and)
the closing date to April 15th. It
practically removes all restrictions
and goes back to where we were
years ago when the old steamers pro­
secuted the voyage. lu view of the
class of steamers now prosecuting the
voyage it is thought all these restric­
tions should be removed and that they
should have a free hand.

Said bill' was then read a second
time and ordered to be committed on
to-morrow.

Second reading of the Bill to pre­
vent Venereal Diseases.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—During the’
past five or six years Venereal Dis­
eases have been largely on the in­
crease not only in Newfoundland but
all over the world. They are always
present in seaport towns, but unfor­
tunately are on the increase here and
the Medical Profession and those who
have been working at war work can
realize that the bill although drastic1
is necessary. If diseases like these
are allowed to go rampant it might
have grave consequences. Not alone
does it affect the individual unfortun­
ate enough to be afflicted but also the
offspring and leads to lubacy and
many other things. The bill may be
drastic but it is the only way. I beg
to. move the second reading.

Said bill was then read a second
time and ordered to be committed on
the morrow.

lion. Mr. Gibbs presented the report 

of the select committee on the Muni­
cipal Bill and asked that the report
be received.

The report was received and the
bill was ordered to be re-committed
on to-morrow.

House then adjourned until Monday
next at four o’clock.

MONDAY, June 20th, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjournment
On motion the Exportation of Tim­

ber Bill and the War Measures 1914
Amendment Bill were read a third
time and passed, and ordered sent to
the Assembly with a message that this
House had passed the same without
amendment.

House went into committee of the
whole on the Law Society Bill, Hon.
Mr. Milley in the Chait.

The Committee rose and reported
the Bill without amendment and it
was ordered the report be received
and the said bill be read a third time
on to-morrow.

House went into committee on the
D’Arcy Exploration Company Agree­
ment Bill, Hon. Mr. Anderson in the
Chair.

On motion the House resolved it­
self into a Committee of the Whole
on the Bill entitled “An Act to Con­
firm an agreement between the Govern
ment and the D’Arcy Exploration Com
pany, Limited."

Hon. Mr. Anderson in the Chair.
The Committee on motion rose and

reported having passed the Bill with;
out amendment, and it was ordered
to be read a third time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved it­
self into Committee of the Whole on
the Bill entitled “An Act to Repeal 10
11 Geo. V. Cap. 25 entitled ‘An Act
to Regulate the Exportation of Salt
Codfish".

Hon. Mr. Murphy in the Chair
HON SIR PATRICK McGRATH—Mr

Chairman, before this Bill is passed I
Would like to make some observations, 



120 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

not in a controversial sense, but with
a view to suggesting to those interest­
ed in the codflshery business whether
it is not possible to obtain the end
that was desired by this legislation
by means o£ some co-operative move­
ment. Everybody knows the objec­
tions with which this Bill was met
last year, and then recommendations
under the War eMasures Act prior to
that were brought into force, no doubt
with the best intentions in the world,
and this succeeded in bringing about
the most disastrous consequences
which have come over this country as
a result of any legislation, and I sup­
pose that there has been no Bill the
repeal of which has been viewed with
so much satisfaction during the whole
history of Responsible Government in
this country than the Bill we are now
taking off the Statute Book. It seems
to me that it ought to be possible for
some organization to be effected
amongst the exporters themselves. I
note one or two gentlemen rathei
laugh at the idea, but it is a remark­
able circumstance if there is an im­
possibility of effecting some sort of
agreement between those engaged in
the codfishery in handling our princl
pal product. Last year during the
Imperial Press Conference I had an
opportunity of seeing the possibility
of co-operation as practised in the
neighbouring Dominion. Starting with
Nova Scotia you find in the Annapolis
Valley that a million and a half bar­
rels of apples are now being marketed
by means of a co-operative association
.That organization has been able to cut
the freight rates across the Atlantic
in half. It has cold storage or frost­
proof cellars and cold storage ware­
houses of a capacity of a quarter of a
million barrels, and by that means, of
course, it is able to hand out apples
from time to time, and not dump them
on the market under conditions that
would bring the price down. In ad­
dition to that, there is a co-operative
movement in the form of a large ware 

house that manufactures barrels in
which apples are packed, not alone in
Nova Scotia, but a tremendous amount
of this material is exported, if I may
use the term to Ontario, to be used in
the same way in that Province. With
my honourable friend opposite, I spent
the day in the Annapolis Valley, and
in the limited time at my disposal I
made some inquiries and got access
to a certain amount of information,
and I have followed it up, and am en,
deavouring to give the House some
idea of the conditions that apply now
with regard to apples. If you go West
to the Niagara section you find a some
what similar condition of affairs. The
most remarkable feature about the co­
operative movement there is what has
developed the past few months. The
people interested have set on foot a
movement to get a manager at $12,000
a year to market their products. They
offered it to Mr, Tolmie, the Minister
of Agriculture, but he declined, and
they subsequently got the services of
a man named Manning who is connect
ed with the same line of work, and
they are now starting an organization,
marketing the apples and other fruits,
with a man at the head to whom they
are paying a salary of $12,000 a year.
Then let us go west to the Prairie
Provinces. Most people are familiar
in a general way with what the farm­
ers of the Prairie Provinces have done
in the way of organization. The Grain
Growers Association have secured bet­
ter prices for their wheat. During the
War, as you know, the Canadian Gov­
ernment took control of wheat ant
there was a gentleman named James
Stewart, who was appointed Chairman
of the Wheat Board, with a view to
getting a supply of flour and Other pro
visions, and last spring, at the end of
June, the Canadian Government aban
doned the idea of further control of
wheat- and now the Grain Growers
have taken it upon themselves to im-
telligently control and limit the stocks 
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shipped at any time, so that they ship
to the market where best prices can
be obtained. This is a voluntary move
ment. The Saskatchewan Government
is behind this movement, but only to
the extent of giving it its blessing, so
to speak. There is no Government ma­
chinery provided. And Mr. Stewart,
who recently investigated the whole
problem for the Saskatchewan Gov­
ernment, strongly recommends that it
must be a voluntary organization only,
on the ground that that provides more
plasticity. Still more remarkable, I
think, is the condition in British Co­
lumbia. In British Columbia you find
a wonderfully effective co-operative or
ganization. I was surprised when
coming home last fall to find apples
in boxes for sale in grocery stores in
St. John's, I assume, from the same
packing houses, certainly from the
same area where we had seen the ap
pies and other fruits being packed on­
ly a few weeks previously. It would
be interesting to quote for nine years
the value of the output of fruit in the
Canard Valley, which is the chief sec­
tion for apples. The organization now
includes over four thousand, with for­
ty thousand acres of land and an in­
vestment of $35,000,000. The man who
runs this organization is paid a salary
of $10,000, and they have frostproof
storage where they can house 200,000
barrels. They have their system of
cullage, and make some apples into
cider; they also do business in evap­
orated apples. Now all these co-oper­
ative movements are ripe in Canada,
and I had an opportunity of seeing
something of their workings. We
were through packing houses in Brit­
ish Columbia and we saw the organi­
zation at Niagara. It was an eye-op
ener to me to see what was possible by
these organizations. But even more
remarkable is the study of the raisin­
growing in California. I do not know
whether honourable members have
heard much of it. I have studied it
1, r a while past, and ibe figures are 

even more startling. Wheieas ten
years ago the Industry was at a dead
stop as a result of competition and
ruinous prices, the raisins now pro­
duce $42,500,000, and the co-operative
organization that controls that busin­
ess handles ninety-two per cent, of
the produce of the raisins for the
whole state. Now I put these few fig­
ures forward for whatever value they
may have. I do not know whether it is
possible for any such organization to
be created in this country. If it is, I
think those whose business it is to
handle our codfish for export could
profitably apply themselves to the
study of some of these matters, and
endeavour to create an ■organization of
the same kind here. Just before I
came up here, I was reading some de­
bates of the English House of Com­
mons in connection with Budget, and
one gets their figures, which illustrate
the magnitude of the English co-oper
ative organization. Of course, the
English co-operative organization is
distinct in its details from these, but
still I think the underlying principle
is the same. But the English co-ope>
ative concerns have a capitalization of
over 700,000,000 pds. stg., and a re­
serve of 182,000,000 pds. stg. Rather
startling figures when one hears sc
much of England being bankrupt a.
the present time. Again I say that if
one considers these figures, one can­
not help wondering why it is that the
business people, the codfish exporting
merchants of this country, cannot get
together and endeavour to do some­
thing in the way of handling the prin
cipal product of this country, so as to
bring about better prices for them­
selves and for the fishermen and bet­
ter conditions of living generally for
all of us in this country.

HON. D. RYAN—-Mr. Chairman, I
wish to say a few words on the Bill
now before us, the celebrated Mil
brought in here last year, which has
taken so much from the merchants of
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Newfoundland In the selling o£ their
codfish abroad. At the last session of
the Legislature here I strongly op­
posed this Bill, as I knew it would
wi.ik detrimental to the Colony’s in­
terests, which it has been. The Bill
now before us for repeal has proved
very detrimental to us, the exporters
of Newfoundland, as well as the fisher­
men. We all know the result to-day.
Exporters of codfish, who always had
lots of money to use, and expend in
t ny way they wished, are pretcy bare,
I think, just now, and the Government
has to supply the fishermen instead of
the merchants who always in the past
did sc. The Government now has tc
■ upply the fishermen, and is s'lvplying
them to-day, by giving guarantees. A
pretty bad state of affairs! Was
there ever anything in the country like
this before? How many firms in New
foundiand are driven out of business
to-day by means of these regv ations
which we had put in force last year?
How many families are receiving re
lief North and South of St. John’s to­
day, all brought about by those fishery
regulations which were put in force
last year? Haw we a free hand to sell
our fish as we always had, we would
not be in the position that we are to­
day, down and out There are a very
few firms in Newfoundland, but are
standing'very bad with the banks. And
the Government is responsible for all
the trouble brought upon us. If the
merchants in the outports got their mo
ney for their fish exports they could
have supplied the fishermen as they
always did in the customary way, but
they sent their fish abroad, which
could not be sold at the exorbitant
price placed upon it by the Govern­
ment. We were cut off from all the
fish markets of the world except one
which we always supplied. Our com­
petitors came in and supplied the mar­
ket. Why? Because at the price fixed
by the Government and the fish regu­
lations not one in that market would
buy. The Norwegians and Icelanders 

went in and sold the fish ten shillings
to fifteen shillings per quintal under
the price fixed by our government
The only market that was open to us
was Spain, and to that market we sent
about five times as much fish as was
needed for consumption there. The
price went down. It commenced at
eighty shillings and went down to
twenty-seven. These are the result of
the fish regulations.

HON. MR. RYAN—I understand you
are going to run the railway here af­
ter June 30th. How have they done in
England and Canada and the United
States. I understand they have lost
a little money, but I give my hearty
support to this bill, and I am glad it
is repealed, and I suppose every one
in Newfoundland is glad. Those who
handle fish will no doubt be pleased,
and it is high time; nearly every one
has failed in this business so to speak
We have too many regulations and
combines and one thing and another.
There is one other matter to which I
could like to refer. Some years ago
the Morris Government gave permis­
sion to the Imperial Oil Company to
put up tanks on the South Side on
their representing that by importing
oil in bulk they would be able to
bring in oil to sell at about half the
price it was then selling for from
fifteen to twenty cents a gallon. Now
we find that the Imperial Oil Co. has
driven everyone out of that business
in St. John’s. Last year we had com­
petition in the Standard Oil Company,
but they have amalgamated in some
way with the Imperial Co. The Stan­
dard Co. has closed down and to-day
the price of oil over at the Imperial
Company’s stores is 47 l-2c. per gal.
and gasoline 51 l-2c. which I contend
is an exorbitant price.

HON. MR. BROWNING—What can
it be imported for?

HON. MR. RYAN—I did not go into
that.

HON. MR. MILLEY—It can be sold
for eight cents less than that
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HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—

Somebody imported some and sold it
about five cents less. It is clearly a
case of profiteering.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—Was there
no arrangement by the Morris Govern­
ment as to price?

HON. MR. RYAN—I have been told
there are letters in the Colonial Sec­
retary’s Office to that effect.

HON. MR. GIBBS—There was no
such agreement.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
presume an agreement was made, and
if there was none it ought to be pos­
sible with the machinery carried here
to compel that company to sell at not
more than a reasonable profit.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—Open com
petition ought to settle that.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Open competition cannot because this
is a huge monopoly

HON. MR. RYAN—It is outrageous
and that is not the only thing that is
outrageous. There are other things
equally as bad. We have butter fac­
tories today charging the people about
ten cents more than they should, but
have a combine and where do we
stand? The fishermen have,to pay it.
Then there are the two bakeries; they
are charging the same price now as
they were in December, November and
October $9.60 when it should be about
$7.50. The price of flour has gone
down about three or four dollars a
barrel and why should not the price
of hard bread go down also. I consid
er if the Rennie Baking Co. did not
have a big fire they would be selling
bread about $7.50 per bag, and Brown­
ing’s and Harveys would be coming
down. I do not think I will go any
further, but for all that, the price of
bread is too high.

HON. MR. BROWNING—Of course
as there has been a personal attack on
me,it is up to me to answer it,and it is
a pity the hon. gentleman could stand
up here and make statements about
matters he knows nothing about. He 
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is absolutely ignorant about what he
is talking about. Mr. Ryan is speak­
ing about the highest grade of flour
which is entirely unfit for hard bread
making There is no such decline in
flour. He challenges bread at $9.60.
I am getting $9.00, practically, with
discount, I understand the same state­
ment was made in the Lower House
and it is just as well the truth should
be known. The flour costs us about
6 l-2c. a pound or say 6 3)4c., ana
we are receiving $9.00 or practically
8c., and we have to pay the upkeep of
an establishment, wages, loss in man­
ufacture, loss in evaporation which
amounts to sixteen pounds in a barrel.
We not only dry out the water that is
put in, but evaporate the natural wa­
ter and instead of receiving 196 lbs.
we receive about 180 lbs. I think it
is. At one time when I came into the
business first we could manufacture
bread at sixty cents a barrel, and in
that could include the bag. To-day it
costs over two dollars a barrel to man
ufacture a barrel, so you can see what
amount of profit we have at eight cents
per lb. There has been no profit dur­
ing the war, none whatever. For the
first three years of the war we did not
change the price, but kept along as
best we could in the general interest,
and when the Food Control Board
came into being with Sir Patrick Mc­
Grath as Chairman, we then endeav­
oured to raise the prices owing to the
cost of the material going up to such
an extent, and as we had been going
along at twenty cents a bag profit he
would not allow us to go further. And
that did not pay anybody, and still the
leader of the Opposition took it upon
himself without knowing anything
about it or making any inquiry and
Mr. Ryan has done the same here. I
certainly court and at all times did,
an inquiry into the profits of our bus­
iness, not only now, but during the
last thirty years. I am only too pleas­
ed for auditors to come in, men with­
out bias, and not a man who is only 
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too anxious to have a fling pt any
body. There has been no profiteering
at any time, and we never made what
Mr. Ryan would call an ordinary divi­
dend. He would not invest his money
in the business

HON. MR. RYAN—I will go in with
you at any time.

HON. MR. BROWNING—I have nev
xer taken advantage o£ my position hod
1 done so, I would have been a very
wealthy man to-day. I had the whole
business in my hands at the time of
the fire and worked night and day at
ten cents a bag, when I could have
just as well made fifty cents and no
one would kick. I did not want to say
these things, but when people get up
and make statements that they have
no foundation in fact for whatever it
makes one resent that sort of thing
There is a limit to this sort of thing
the irresponsible assertions of men
who know nothing about what they
are talking about. However, we were
talking about the fish regulations, ana
the same spirit exactly has caused the
disaster in this country as expressed
this moment by Hon. MY. Ryan, and
the same disposition as caused him to
make this rap at me just now. These
regulations were promulgated with
the best intention, but as Mr. Ryan ad­
mits it was the opposition to these
Things that made them unworkable. As
Sir Patrick McGrath has said all thru
Canada and everywhere else the trade
and resources of the country have
been organized and controlled. In this
country it is simply everybody for
himself and there is no unity, no ex­
change of ideas or anything for the
upbuilding and benefit of trade, but
the moment the fishery regulations
were put into effect instead of receiv­
ing the hearty support and best en­
deavours of the fish handlers to make
things a success, it was quite the op­
posite. They did everything unbecom­
ing. any man, when the least that
could have been done was to give them
a moral support and a fair trial. I
have personally interviewed several of 

the people, and more particularly one
of the most prominent of those who
opposed these regulations and he said
we require regulations, but did not
want political regulations. Well, I
said, why not give your support to
those and try them. Why condemn
them and play into the hands of the
enemy as it were. No one supposes
that that is the only right thing to do,
but they are working for the welfare
of the country, and why not support
them? Now it appears to me to be
very unbecoming of us clear of all po­
litical matters to bring up personal
matters when discussing public mat­
ters. Among a section of the Board
of Trade some years ago, there was a
feeling and an endeavour to get the
firms together and make a mutual
standard of fish and regulations for
the shipping of fish, and it was largely
for that the Board of Trade was form­
ed, but it absolutely failed because the
Board of Trade had no power to en­
force regulations. I was on the coun­
cil at that time, and some one of the
members who was . a great supporter
of the regulations, and it came to a
point where it was quite alright for a
cargo of some other fellow to be in­
spected, but not for his. He was made
to toe the line and said he was not go
ing to submit to this. There was no­
thing to do; he defied them, and they
could do nothing, and that is the sit­
uation today, and until you make some
penalties for everybody he will do as
he chooses. And the thing is how are
you going to arrange it so that the
trade can be handled. This petty ar­
gument is very unbecoming. I sug­
gest the government ought to take up
the matter with the Board of Trade,
and see if it cannot utilise the Board
and make penalties. There is no use
having anything done by politicians.

The Board of Trade should have
some sort of a charter that will en­
able them to control the trade, and
until there is some such thing as that,
some such organization or some oth­



legislative council proceedings 125

er Board of an independent nature,
we are just going to be in the same
position as we were. As I stated here
before, this is nothing new to the
trade, absolutely nothing new, only
there has been politics in it, and it
has been a good thing to cry about.
The trade is not any worse off to-day
than it is every five or six years.

HON. MR. MILLEY.—Will it not
have to find twenty per cent, more
capital ?

HON. MR. BROWNING.—That is
brought about by war conditions.

HON. MR. MILLEY.—It is not war
conditions to-day.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—Conditions
are not normal that have brought
things upon us now, but I say the
trade is not any worse off than it was
five years before the war.

HON. MR. MILLEY.—I do not agree
with you there.

HON. DANIEL RYAN.—When had
the Government to give guarantees
to the merchants to supply the fish­
ermen before?

HON. MR. BROWNING.—They had
to give out poor relief, and that is the
same thing.

HON MR. RYAN.—There was no
poor relief given out in June.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—It is just
politics that has forced the Govern­
ment to do this. Where is the twen­
ty-seven or thirty millions of money
that is in the Savings Banks?

HON. MR. MILLEY —There was
five millions drawn out during the
last six months, and that has gone
into the trade.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—That is a
very good thing, and that is where it
ought to be. It would be a good thing
if the thirty millions were taken out
and put into the trade. If we could
only get together and let each other
make a few dollars, this would be a
very different country, but the posi­
tion of hand ’er down, or pulling
down instead of building up, is a 

wrong one. The moment a man be­
gins to get on his legs, immediately
he is the butt of his neighbours, and
if he gets a few dollars and becomes
independent, we endeavour to crush
him. That is the history of the trade.
Now if we all pulled together and
congratulated a man who made money,
we would get along. I did not in­
tend, Mr. Chairman, to get on my feet
this afternoon upon this thing, but I
want the country to see that it is
necessary to have some regulations,
and I would suggest to the Govern­
ment that they would consider en­
larging the scope of the Board of
Trade in order that the business af­
fairs should be controlled and guided
in different directions.

HON. MR. RYAN.—In answering
my friend, the Hon. Mr. Browning,
with regard to the price of biscuit
and butter and oil, the man who buys
does not bother about your overhead.
He onlv knows the price he is paying
for it. He does not want to under­
stand what you pay for labour, it is
what you are selling it for. The only
remark is that the price of flour has
gone down from $3.00 to $4.00 a bar­
rel since last year, but the price of
bread has not moved a cent. The
price of butterine has gone down six
or seven cents, and sugar has gone
down six or seven more, and then
they have a good profit. You are ask­
ing too much. It is what you call a
combine.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
The bakers were losing money when
flour was $18.00 a barrel.

HON. MR. RYAN.—Why did they not
put their price up if they were losing?
Mr. Browning was just saying that
while the war was going on he did
not make a cent. I would like to have
some shares in his company, be­
cause I know he would be paying out
a good dividend. He did not say he
lost any. We have got a lot of men 
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in business, and they never make any
money. With regard to unity amongst
fish exporters, we have had in the
past contracts drawn up and a penal­
ty attached to them for shipping fish
to Brazil, and what do we find? One
of our leading merchants here sent
fish to Brazil under the price, and
went to the Bank of Montreal and got
his money in cash.

HON. MR. GIBBS.—You cannot en­
force contracts of that character. They
are not legal.

HON MR. RYAN.—I am only speak­
ing of that merchant with regard to
getting together to sign a contract to
sell fish at a certain price. They sign­
ed that contract. There was a penal­
ty attached to it. One merchant ship­
ped fish and sold two cargoes to Bra­
zil, and was paid in cash. Now there
is no unity among our exporters on
Water Street, and the Board of Trade,
and all the Boards of Trade in the
world, if they had to do with the busi­
ness men of Water Street would not
get them to agree, because there is no
unity amongst them. What did the
Board of Trade do last year when the
fish regulations were in force? They
petitioned and sent protests to the
Government and the Advisory Boar^
and sold fish under the contract price,
and deceived those who were in the
combine.

HON. MR. GIBBS.—That was not
the fault of the regulations.

HON. MR. RYAN.—The regulations
and the Advisory Board did all that.

HON. MR. GIBBS.—What have the
regulations got to do with that?

HON. MR. RYAN.—The combine had
to do with that, and you know the re­
sult of the fishery regulations. You
know that too well. If you do not
know it, the business men know it,and
the fishermen know it, and we will
all know it later.

HON. MR. GIBBS.—I am asking a
question. The hon. gentleman says
the Advisory Board sold under the 

contract price. What have the regu­
lations got to do with that?

HON. MR. RYAN.—I know the ques­
tion. With regard to the experiment
on Water Street, you will never get
them to act together, not until a re­
gulation is made that will compel them
to do so.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
There is no law to control the grain
trade There is only a grain exchange.
operated with the Government’s sanc­
tion.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—If you
want to make law’s and expect them
to be perfect when you start, you can­
not do it, and my idea is this, that the
people who are endeavouring to do
what is right and build up the trade,
should have sufficient power and in­
fluence to form public opinion in the
matter, and that would be a great
benefit to the country.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Mr. Chairman, to get back to some of
the aspects of this matter closer and
to where we started, as it has drifted
since, perhaps I may be permitted to
say something with regard to price
of the different commodities. It is the
irony of fate that all through the
elections I was paraded up and down
the country as being the one man who
was responsible for the high cost of
living. The manifesto of the Premier
went on to say that the activities of
Sir Patrick McGrath had the effect of
increasing instead of lowering the re­
tail price of the necessaries of life.
Now testimony has been given to the
fact that the Food Control Board un­
der my chairmanship was the agency
that put out of business tw’o of the
butterine factories in this country,
because wre would not give them a liv­
ing profit. When I was Food Control­
ler we never permitted an increase in
the price of butterine without having
the books of the various companies
audited by the Auditor General, and 
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a statement furnished to us which
showed what the position was, and
then on the basis of that we gave a
living profit and no more, and during
the last three years of the war there
was never an increase in the price of
butterine permitted except on the re-
port of the Auditor General. Now
with regard to hard bread, it is quite
true that the hon. gentleman was only
getting twenty cents per barrel. But
there were others to look after, and
tile other side was that there was a
war and prices were high and people
were having difficulty to make two
ends meet, and we would not consent
to give them more than twenty cents
per bag. It is true that people had to
pay higher for sugar. We made the
people use dirty brown sugar and
"hog feed,” and all we can say is that
in the most critical period in this
country’s history we were able to get
in enough of the necessaries of life to
relieve the people from any danger
of starvation or shortage. Newfound­
land was the only country in the
world where there was enough sugar
on the people’s tables. The Ameri­
can and Canadian Food Boards were
good. They gave us every considera­
tion. When I was at Washington, one
of the things I looked after was the
necessaries for butterine, and the
man in charge said, “We cannot give
you these things and give you butter
at the same time.” “No,” I said, “that
is fair. Give us the materials to make
butterine, and we will be satisfied.”
“Well,” he -said, “I hope everybody
was prepared to treat things as fairly
as you are.” During the war there
was no profiteering in hard bread or
butterine. I do not know what it costs
my hon. friend to produce his hard
bread. I do not know whether he is
getting an excess profit or not. On
the face of it, I do not think he is.
With regard to kerosene oil, I think
that is a case for inquiry. I do not
suggest that these monopolies are de­

trimental, but it is not difficult for
anyone 10 conceive that when we are
at the mercy of an outside organiza­
tion, every difficulty, every obstacle.
is put by a concern like that in the
way of independent traders getting in
the same commodity. I do not know
what arrangements were made by
Sir Edward Morris when he was giv­
en permission to go ahead. I under­
stand they, were asked for in the
Lower House the other day. My im­
pression is that one of the gentlemen
who was prominent in developing this
matter was of the opinion that certain
agreements were made. If so, docu­
ments could be produced. However, if
that precaution was not taken, no Gov­
ernment is all-seeing, and if that was
overlooked, we have the machinery
here in the profiteering bill to have
the thing investigated and limit these
people as to profits. Now with re­
gard to the question of grain control
what I was arguing here this after­
noon was for co-operative organiza­
tion, and the development of that can
only apply, similarly with any scheme
of control for grain or fish, to the
people who agree to become members)
To-morrow if you created machinery
to enable the Board of Trade to dea)
with it, the Board of Trade would only
have control over those who were
members. I think that could be de­
veloped here.

Committee rose and reported the
Bill having passed without amend)
ment, and it was ordered to be read a
third time on to-morrow.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
And of course that is strong as far as
it goes, but it is not conclusive argu­
ment that they never will. If they do
not, I think the conclusion for this
country is very serious. I disagree
with my hon. friend that politics took
too prominent a part in the matter of
the fish regulations. I was prepared
a year ago to listen to argument, and 
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you see the results of the matter. I
do not agree that it was opposition
to them that brought about the dis­
aster. As I see it this thing being
opposed to the laws of supply and
demand could not succeed. Govern­
ment control is a very different thing
from a co-operative movement. There
is this difference with a co-operative
organization like the F. P. U., a cer­
tain number of people go into it anj>
try to work it up but do not compel
other people to do it, but when you
get a government trying to do it that
is a very different matter altogether

HON. MR. GIBBS.—-If the principle;
is right in one case why is it not in
another?

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
No; my hon. friend when he talks of
principle is referring to one thing, I
am referring to another. There is a
co-operative movement in England i
they have a capital between them of
700 million pounds and a reserve of
182 million pounds but they do not
control the trade of the country. If
twelve Water Street merchants get to­
gether and say we will pool our fish
and sell only under certain condi­
tions they do not compel other people
to do it. Take Australia to-day. Pre­
mier Hughes before leaving for Eng<
land last month said Australia was
on the verge of bankruptcy as regards
the wool industry. During the war
Australia and Great Britain made an
agreement to control the supply of
wool, and controlled it for two or
three years, and accumulated an en­
ormous supply of wool and kept it
from Germany and when the end of
the war came could not get rid of it.
They could have sacrificed it of
course, but that would have ruined
the people in Australia who are pro­
ducing wool now, so they had to make
an organization to control the wool
until they could put it on the market,
To-day they have a fixed price like
we tried to make a fixed price foi 

fish, of eighteen cents but have to sei)
it below that because nobody will pay
that. We cannot do this thing by Gov-j
eminent control. We can accomplish
a great deal by co-operative organi­
zation such as they have in England
and Canada. But I am convinced ij
we could induce the fish exporters
here or number of them to get to­
gether and form some sort of co-op­
erative organization, a great deal
would be accomplished.

The Committee rose and reported
the bill passed without amendment
and it was ordered said bill be read a
third time on to-morrow.

House then adjourned until Thurs­
day next at four of the clock.

THURSDAY, June 23rd, 1921
House met at 4 pan.
On motion the Bills “An Act to

Amend the Law Society Act” and
"An Act to confirm an agreement be­
tween the Government and the D’Arcy
Exploration Company, Limited” were
read a third time and ordered to be
sent to the Assembly with a message
that the Council had passed the same
without amendments.

Third reading of Bill entitled "An
Act to Repeal 10-11 Geo. V Cap. 25
entitled ‘An Act to Regulate the Ex­
portation of Salt Codfish.”

HON. MR. McNAMARA—Mr. Presi
dent, before this Bill goes through its
final stage, I woull like to say that T
cm p’eased to have the pr(~*o'
attending the obsequies of this meas­
ure. There will be universal rejoicing
through the land that this Act is com­
ing oif the Statute Book. The whole
Island has suffered from the enact­
ment, and principally our business con
cerns which have been practically
brought to bankruptcy by this legisla­
tion, and all we can do is to sympa­
thise with these people in their loss.
I strenuously opposed this Bill from
its very inception. I felt it was im­
possible and therefore when this Bill 
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wag before the House last year I
argued that we could not possibly fix
the price of an article of food by leg­
islation, and therefore these figures
could not be exacted for our fishery
products. If we look around, we will
find that all, or nearly all, the coun­
tries in the world have been trying to
increase their exports, while here in
Newfoundland we have endeavoured to
stop the throttle by asking fixed and
arbitrary prices for our products. It
is a well known fact that if you do not
export you cannot import, or, in other
words, if you do not sell you cannot
buy. I submit therefore, Mr. Presi­
dent. that it does not take very much
commercial or business acumen to see
that if you ask impossible prices for
your fishery products you will be un­
able to realize them, more particularly
when your competitors are prepared
to sell at a low figure. There has
been only one benefit derived from
this measure, and that is a very cost­
ly one; it is the benefit of knowing
that Government control of business
affairs is a lamentable failure and is
taking the business of the country out
of the hands of the people who have
conducted it successfully and profit­
ably for generations. The harm done
has been greater than anything con­
templated in this country since we
have had responsible government.
However, these are only some of the
troubles, and'we pray that Providence
may send us a continuance of success­
ful fisheries to help us out of our
present embarrassment. I support the
Bill before the House.

The Bill was thereupon read a third
time and ordered to be sent to the
House of Assembly with a message
informing that body that the Council
had passed the same without amend­
ment.
,0n motion the House resolved itself
into a Committee, of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act to Amend Chapter 162 of
the Consolidated Statutes (Third

Series) entitled ‘Of the Prosecution of
the Seal Fishery.”

Hon. Mr Milley in the Chair.
HON. MR. SHEA—Mr. Chairman, I

would just like to say in reply to the
inquiry from Sir Patrick McGrath
made when this Bill was before the
House on Second Reading as to why
these concessions are given and re­
strictions removed in this Bill. The
reasons are that the industry should
give it all the encouragement possible
to enable the steamer owners to con­
tinue the prosecution of this fishery.
As honourable members know, the
sealing voyage has very materially
changed since the original Sealing
Bill was enacted and these restrictions
put on. We have now about eight
steamers prosecuting the fishery, and
the season before last was a practical
failure. It was originally the inten­
tion to bring in a bill empowering the
Government to make rules and regu­
lations, but it was considered advis­
able by members of the House that
the matter should be dealt with in a
clear-cut way and that a Bill should
be passed removing the restrictions
and giving any encouragement that
would thereby ensue. There might be
a possible danger that if we allow a
free hand the seals may be extermin­
ated altogether, but- in view of the
small number of steamers prosecuting
the voyage now, that is very improb­
able. .........................................

The principal change in the Bill is
to allow the steamers to sail on the
10th of March instead of the 12th.
Other sections have repealed, for in­
stance, limiting the quantity of seals
to be carried in any one steamer. The
only possible object of these restric­
tions was to provide that seals should
not be exterminated. In view of the
voyages of the past few years and the
limited number of steamers now pros­
ecuting the seal fishery, there Is very
little possibility of that occurring.

Last year although the vessels were 
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pretty well fished, the voyage was un-
remunerative to those who sent the
steamers out. It was thought that the
government should give the owners
every encouragement possible so that
the voyage should not be altogether
discontinued. I do not know whether
there is any other information honor­
able members would like, but if so,
T would be glad to get it.

HON. MR. SHEA—That covers all
the ground there is, and as we go thru
the Bill if there is any other informa­
tion I can give, 1 shall be very pleas­
ed to do so.

SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I have
had occasion to inquire from some hon
ourable members of the Lower House
since we las’ sat, as to the reason in
idopting this legit'.ation, and I find a
substantia; cne, namely, that the Bal­
ing industry the past few years has
declined so much in value that in last
March was deba’cd amongst owners
for some time as to whether they
would embark on it at all, and it was
only, I understand, that the decision
of Sir Edgar Bowring, wired from
London, that induced others to come
in, and I understand that no one stea­
mer paid, and it was thought that an­
other year under existing laws no one
steamer would bo sent out. It was
therefore decided to change the exist­
ing law, and modify it as at present
proposed, and for that reason I think
the House would be justified in en­
dorsing this Bill, in view of the short­
age of our Industries generally. Be­
fore the Bill is put through, I want to
•suggest to the honourable gentleman
tin charge that there is no provision In
the Bill, I think, as to when the seal
fishery is to end, and I think it wise
to raise the committee and find out,
if it is possible to have something put
in.

Committee rose and reported having
passed- the Bill without amendment,
and it was ordered to he read a third
time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved Itself 

into Committee of the Whole on the
Bill "An Act Respecting Venereal Dis­
eases”

Hon. Mr. Anderson in the Chair.
The Committee rose, and reported

having passed the Bill without amend­
ment, and it was ordered to be read a
third time on to-morrow.

On motion the House resolved itself
into committee of the Whole on the
Municipal Bill.

Report of Select Committee was re­
ceived and adopted. Committee rose
and reported having passed the Bill
with some amendments, and on motion
Hon. Mr. Gibbs and with the consent
of the House it was thereupon read a
third time, passed, and ordered to be
sent to the House of Assembly with a
message that this House had passed
the same with some amendments, in
which it requested their concurrence.

House then adjourned until Tues­
day next at 4 o’clock.

TUESDAY, June 28th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad­

journment.
On motion the Seal Fishery Amend­

ment Bill and the Venereal Diseases
Bill were read a third time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the House of As­
sembly with a message that this House
had passed the same without amend­
ment.

Hon. the President read a message
from the House of Assembly that it
had passed the Bill "An Act to Amend
the Act Respecting the Maintenance of
Certain Public Roads” and a Bill “An
Act to Indemnify the St. John’s Muni­
cipal Commission for Acts done in con
nection with certain public works” in
which they requested the concurrence
of the Legislative Council.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea these
bills were read a first time, and or­
dered to be read a second time on to­
morrow.

Hon. Mr. Shea tabled annual report 
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o£ Registrar of Births, Marriages and
Deaths for 1920.

House then adjourned until Monday
next at 4 o’clock.

MONDAY, July 4th.
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to

’•djournment.
Seond Reading of Bill entitled “An

Act to Amend the Act 11 Geo. V. Cap.
40, entitled 'An Act Respecting the
Maintenance of Certain Public
Roads’.”

HON. MR. SHEA.—In moving the
second reading of this Bill I would
like to call the attention of the House
to the fact that the Bill principally
consists of cne or two amendments
to the Act passed last year. The
rates are changed.

This Bill provides for specific char­
ges according to the kinds of cars
and motor cycles.

The other change is that instead of
half the registration fees being paid
over, the Government shall pay $10,-
(100 to the Commission, a fixed sum.
The other alteration in last year’s Act
is that instead of having ten persons
on the Road Commission, there shall
be thirteen. These are the only chan­
ges, and I would therefore move the
second reading.

The Bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond time, and ordered to be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House
on to-morrow.

The President informed the Coun­
cil that he had received a message
from the Assembly acquainting the
Council that they.had passed a Bill
“An Act Respecting the appointment
of a Temporary Commission for the
City of St. John’s,” in which they re­
quested the concurrence of the
Council.

HON. MR. SHEA.—Mr. President, I
would move the first reading of this
Bill, and in doing so I woud ask the
House the indulgence of adopting the 

course followed in connection with
this Bill in the Lower House, and that
is to give it the three readings this
sitting. As hon. gentlemen are aware,
the period of the Municipal Commis­
sion expired on the 30th of June, and
this Bill is to make temporary ar­
rangements for the administration of
Municipal affairs in the interim until
the Council shall be duly elected un­
der the new Charter.

Hon. members will of course see the
urgency of this measure, and I hope
with the indulgence of the House to
have this Bill passed through all the
stages now. I would therefore move
the first reading of this Bill.

The said Bill was thereupon read a
first time, and by consent of the House
a second time, and the House went
into Committee of the Whole on tho
said Bill.

Hon. Mr. Power in the Chair.
The Committee rose and reported

having passed the Bill with some am­
endments. The Bill was then, by
consent of the House, read a third
time, passed, and ordered to be sent
to the Assembly with a message that
it had passed the same with some am­
endments in which it requested the
concurrence of the House of Assem­
bly.

House adjourned until to-morrow,
Tuesday, at 4.00 o’clock.

TUESDAY, July 5th.
The House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the Bill “An Act Re­
specting the Maintenance of Certain
Public Roads.”

Hon. Mr. McNamara in the Chair.
HON. MR. SHEA.—As I explained

to the House on second reading, the
present Act is to amend the Act pass­
ed last year. The prinipal amend­
ments were to change the taxes paid 
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last year, which I understand are
somewhat reduced. The other alter­
ation is that the Commission is to
consist of thirteen members instead of
ten. I beg to move the first section.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—In regard
to this refund, this year many own­
ers have paid their fees on the same
rate as last year. Heretofore it has
not been the custom of the Municipal
Council to refund money paid in, and
there ought to be some expression of
opinion on behalf of those who have
already paid excess fees. If thq
Council follows the precedent estab­
lished of retaining money, whether
right or not, and telling the person
to proceed to the Courts for satisfac­
tion, there ought to be something in
this Bill, so that these persons can
get a refund. Others again have been
told not to pay their fees, as there was
a new Act going through.

The fees payable this year will be
S36.00, sc that $14.00 ought to be re­
turned to the owners of these cars, as
well as the sum returned to the own­
ers of Ford and Chevrolet cars.

HON. MR. SHEA.—Mr. Chairman, 1
think that we would be going some­
what outside our province in dealing
with this matter. This Bill would, 1
believe, be considered a Money Bill,
and I do not think that we have power
to make the alteration. I certainly
would not take it upon myself now
to agree with any amendment in that
regard without consultation. It is
very questionable whether the House
has power to make the alteration.
However, if the hon. gentleman press­
es the point I have no objection to
rising the committee and getting in­
formation.

HON. MR. ANDERSON.—I do not
think there is any necessity to make
any alteration. While there is a
great deal in what the Hon. Mr.
Browning says, yet it is the duty of
the Council to make the refund, if 

any person has this year paid any­
thing over what the charge for this
year would be. I do not think there
would be any difficulty whatever
about the situation placed before us
by Mr. Browning.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—I would
like the position to be made clear. I
think that those who have paid too
much money should be entitled to
have it returned. I think this Bill
should be deferred until we find
whether we have power to alter it.

The Committee thereupon rose, re­
ported progress, and asked leave to sit
again.

The President informed the Council
that he had received messages from
the Assembly acquainting the Council
that they had passed Bills entitled,
“An Act for the Protection of Neg­
lected, Dependent and Delinquent
Children” and “An Act Respecting the
Extension of the Railway System of
the Colony,” in which they requested
the concurrence of the Council.

These Bills were thereupon read a
first time, and ordered to be read a
second time on to-morrow.

The House then on motion, adjourn­
ed until Friday the 8th instant, at 4
p.m.

FRIDAY, July 8th.
House met at 4.00 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
On motion the House resolved itself

into a Committee of the House on the
Bill “An Act to Amend the Act 11,
Geo. V. Cap. 40, entitled ‘An Act Re­
specting the Maintenance of Certain
Public Roads’.”

HON. MR. SHEA.—Mr. Chairman,
when this Bill was before the com­
mittee at last session there were some
questions as to refund of taxes charg­
ed this year for motor car and it was
suggested that the Committee rise, and
that I should make some inquiries
with regard to these taxes, I am now 
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prepared to add another clause to this
Bill, making a refund payable to these
gentlemen who have paid their motor
car taxes this year. There is another
clause I am prepared to amend, and
that is with regard to the constitution
of the Road Commission. The Bill as
it is before us provides that there
shall be thirteen members, three nanb
ed by the Governor-in-Council, six by
the Newfoundland Motor Association,
and the Superintendent of Public
Works,tiie /Assistant Superintendent of
Public Works, and the Inspectors of
St. John's West and East,—in all thir­
teen members. The Motor Association
are no’: now desirous of having six
members appointed by their body, and
suggest that three be appointed by
them, the same as last year.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
The proper way, then, is to strike out
this new section entirely, and let it
stand as at last year.

HON. MR. MEWS.—Mr. Chairman,
do I understand by the section just
passed that the new schedule would
come into effect bn June 1st of this
year. If so, it would be better to put
that in the amendment somewhere. I
have looked into this and find that
several motor-car owners have not
paid the taxes due last year, they paid
them up to the 1st of June, and then
this new Bill was brought in increas­
ing the rates, and some paid the in­
crease and others did not; it seems
unfair that these should get away with
it. I understand that the lawyer for
the Road Commission recommends
that the easiest way out would be to
put in a clause that would prevent the
Council giving any licenses to any
owner who is in arrears on last year's
account.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
If they are in default the Council can
take them into Court and make them
pay. I do not favor putting in such
a clause, as I think the Council has 

full power already to make them pay,
and it is merely throwing it back to
us to give them an easy escape out of
their difficulty.

Before we come to the fifth clause
—the hon. gentleman tells us that
June 1st was the date fixed by last
year’s Act. The Act itself says "Such
fees shall be paid to the St. John’s
Municipal Council upon registration,
and annually thereafter on such date
as may be fixed by the said Municipal
Council.”

HON. MR. STEER.—The first Sun­
day in June last year the Council had
the police out to hold up car owners
who did not have their licenses. That
was the date fixed, the 1st of June.

HON. MR. GIBBS.—The object of
this bill is to indemnify the St. John’s
Municipal Commission for acts done
by them in connection with the recent
employment afforded the unemployed.
It was necessary in the progress of
this work to enter upon private lands
for the purpose of new roads and this
bill indemnifies them for acts done in
that connection, I therefore move the
second reading.

Said bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond time and ordered to be commit­
ted on to-morrow.

HON. MR. McNAMARA.—I would
like to say a word or two in connec­
tion with the great services given this
city bj’ Mr. Gosling. I happened to
be on the Commission appointed with
Mr. Gosling and observed the great
amount of work he did. I think his
greatest achievement is the water
supply. Then again there are these
catch basins which were so much
ridiculed when first erected. Then
we can point to the new row of houses
on Quidi Vidi Road. I think they are
ornamental and useful and it was
through his efforts they were erected.
Mr. Gosling was very liberal and
broadminded. His liberality will be
admitted when it is known that for 
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the 7 years he occupied the position of
Mayor, lie gave his salary to some
charitable object of the town. I would
therefore like to go on record as ap­
preciating the services of Mr. Gos­
ling to the city. An item appeared in
one of the papers recently in connec­
tion with a road being built and it
was suggested it should be called
Mayor Avenue. I think it should be
called Gosling Avenue, and I hope
when it gets its official christening it
will be called that.

HON. MR. ANDERSON.—I too,
would like to say a word of appreci­
ation of Mr. Gosling. He has given 7
years of good service for the welfare
of this community, and I think the
city does not realize the full services
given by him and his colleagues on
the first Commission, such as Mr.
Frank Bradshaw, the late Mr. With­
ers and others, so I join with Mr.
MacNamara in congratulating Mr.
Gosling on the great work he has done
for the city.

Second reading of the Railway Ex­
tension Bill.

HON. MR. SHEA.—This is a bill to
indemnify the Government for the ex­
penditure on the Argentia railway
started last season. The cost to date
has been about $120,000 and it is es­
timated to cost about $50,000 more be­
fore the work is completed.

The bill was read a second time and
ordered to be committed on to-mor­
row.

House then adjourned until Thurs­
day next at four o’clock.

THURSDAY, July 14th. 1921.
House met pursuant to adjournment
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea, the

Maintenance of Certain Public Roads
Amendment Bill was read a third time
and passed and ordered sent to the
H'.use of Assembly with a message
that this House had passed the same
with some amendment in which con­
currence is requested.

House went into Committee on Rail­
way Extension Bill, Hon. Mr. Mllley in
the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported
progress and asked leave to sit again.

Second reading of the Bill for the
Protection of Neglected, Dependent
and Delinquent Children.

HON. MR. SHEA—This bill has been
framed as the result of a number of
conferences held by leading clergymen
of the city and for the purpose of giv­
ing the law authorities further powers
for administering the law in regard to
young children. The clergymen have
given a good deal of attention to the
matter and have been consulted in
regard to the bill and endorse it fully.
There are cases where it is impossible
to take any steps to punish people foi
wrong doing to children, and this bill
gives the necessary power in such cas­
es. In reading over the bill I see
many things which I do not think will
be carried out, but even if only half
of it is, it will be of great effect. Wt,
all know what has been done in re­
gard to Child Welfare, and the amount
of good so done has been incalculable,
and I think it is about time people
woke up for the protection of children,
and this bill points in that direction.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
strongly support this bill and in addi­
tion to what the hon. gentleman has
said, 1 would like to add, from what
was said in the lower house, it is real­
ly done instead of providing a Refor­
matory. The Inspector General is
prepared to appoint one or two proba­
tion officers to look after children and
where these juvenile offenders are
brought into Court, it is provided the
Magistrate shall sit at other times
from the usual court, in the afternoon
anl ill-used by their natural guardians
lacking a Reformatory, they will be
put in the custody of reputable people
and fees provided for their mainten­
ance to be provided by their parents

or guardians. Now all that legislation 
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is quite in accord with social reform
elsewhere, and I think it is quite true
something of that kind was introduced
in this country. I quite agree with
the hon. gentleman that we will not
be able to do all that is necessary, but
1 think it is time we made a step to do
something.

This Bill -was then read a second
time.

On motion the House adjourned un­
til Tuesday, July 19th at 4 o’clock.

TUESDAY, July 19th, 1921.
House met at 4 p.m. pursuant to ad­

journment.
On motion the House resolved itself

into a Committee of the Whole on Bill
entitled “An Ac t to Indemnify the St.
Jahn’s Municipal Commission for Acts
done in connection with recent public
Works.”

Hon. Mr. Power in the Chair.
HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—

Mr. Chairman, this Act purports to in­
demnify the Council for acts done
within the limits of the electoral dis­
trict of St. John’s. If any of these
roads had been made outside the Mu­
nicipal limits by the Council, surely
that would be Improper.

HON. MR. GIBBS—No, there is an
arrangement between the members
for St. John’s East and West and the
Council by which a certain proportion
of the St. John’s road grants are hand­
ed over to the City Council to be ex­
pended. For instance, take a pipe line
extending from Merrymeeting Road.
That would be done by the Council,
but the district would not be within
the municipal limits.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Who would ultimately have to pay for
it?

HON. MR. GIBBS—There is an ar­
rangement between the representa­
tives and the Council, and the cost of
work outside the city limits would be
borne by the road grants.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
can understand that, but is there any­

thing on record to satisfy us that 1b
the position, because I could quite see
a situation arising out of this where
the Municipal Council, the resdents of
St. John’s would be called upon to pay
for work done outside the city limits.

HON. MR. GIBBS—This is simply
an Act to prevent them being sued for
things they may have done, such as
entering upon lands and performing
work which they had no authority t<
perform.

HON. MR. GIBBS—This is simply
an Act to prevent them being sued for
things they may have done, such as
entering upon lands and performing
work which they had no authority to
perform.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
But even whether that is so or not, nc.
man can enter upon private lands, nor
can the Municipal Council or the Gov­
ernment, without being liable to com­
pensate the man for damage done.

HON. MR. GIBBS—But my honor­
able friend will remember that the
Municipal Law prescribes the proce­
dure to be followed when the Council
desires to enter upon lands for the
purpose of making streets, laying
pipes or other necessary Municipal
work. If they wish to take the land,
they have to notify the auhorities, sub­
mit plans, hear objections, and then
after a certain period of time they
shall decide what may be done. Now
none of that was followed.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
And because of that the Council could
be sued for entering upon the lands.
But that does not get over the fact
that somebody has to pay the people
for their lands and damage to proper­
ty.

HON. MR. GIBBS—The Council has
not got to pay .for the land outside the
city.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Well then, who has?

HON. MR. GIBBS—The representa­
tives for the Districts.



136 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—

But this provides that:
“1. No action shall bo maintained

"against the St. John’s Municipal
"Commission for anything done by
‘itself or anyone acting under its
“authority in connection with the op­
ening up of new streets or roads in
‘the electoral district of St. John’s”
and

“2. Compensation for land taken
■'shall be awarded by Arbitration as
"provided in the St. John’s Municipal
"Act, 1902, and acts in amendment
“thereof”

Does that render the Municipal Coun­
cil liable?

HON. MR. GIBBS—They would be
liable only for acts done in the city
limits, and for compensation for land
within the city limits.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—1
think the honorable gentleman will see
that there is something in my conten­
tion; otherwise the proper way for the
section to be worded would be “Nc
action shall be maintained against the
St John’s Municipal Commission for
anything done by itself or anyone act­
ing under its authority in connection
with the opening up of new streets or
roads in the municipality of St. John’s”
1 hat would make it clear.

HON. MR. GIBBS—I cannot say
what the object of the form is.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—I
would suggest that the committee rise
until that can be found out. I think
that we should not pass it in the form
in which it is at present.

The Committee thereupon rose, re­
ported progress, and asked leave to sit
again on to-morrow.

TUESDAY, July 19th, 1921.
House went into Committee on the

bill respecting the extension of the
railway system of the Colony, Hon. Mr.
Anderson in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported
Hie bill with an amendment, and it 

was ordered it be read a third time on
to-morrow.

House adjourned until Tuesday next
at four o’clock.

TUESDAY, July 26, 1921.
House met pursuant to adjournment
On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea, the

Railway Extension Bill was read t.
third time, passed and ordered sent to
the Assembly with a message that this
House had passed the same with an
amendment in which concurrence is re
quested.

House went into Committee on St.
John's Municipal Commission Indemni­
ty Bill, Hon. Mr. Power in the Chair.

On motion the House resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act to Indemnify the St.
John’s Municipal Commission for acts
done in connection with recent public
works.” Committee rose and reported
having passed the Bill without amend­
ment, and, with the consent of the
House the Bill was thereupon on mo
tion read a third time, passed, and or­
dered to be sent to the House of As­
sembly with a message informing that
body that the Council had passed the
same without amendment.

On motion the Hiuse resolves Itsell
into a Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act for the Protection of Ne­
glected, Dependent and Deliquent
Children" Hon. Mr. Steer in the Chair.
Committee rose, reported progress and
asked leave to sit again later in the
day.

The Hon. the President read a me?
sage from the House of Assembly stat­
ing that they accepted the Council’s
‘imendments to the Bill “An Act Re­
specting the Maintenance of Certain
Public Roads” as they found they did
nut conflict with the prerogatives of
the Assembly with respect to Money
Bills.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Mr. President, I object that the form
of that message is altogether wrong.
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The gentlemen of the other House are
labouring under a delusion as to what
is a Money Bill. There is no such
thing as a Money Bill now unless it is
so certified by the Speaker as a Money
Bill. I think the message ought to be
■sent back pointing out that a wrong
message has been sent.

HON. MR. MEWS—I agree perfectly
with what the honorable gentleman
has said, and I cannot understand why
such a message was sent. , I pointed
that out to them informally.

A message was ordered to be sent
back accordingly.

The Hon. the President read a mes­
sage from the Assembly to the effect
that they had passed a Bill “An Act
for the Quieting of Titles” in which
they requested the concurrence of the
Legislative Council.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Gibbs the
Bill was thereupon read a first time.
Hon. Mr. Gibbs, in moving with the
consent of the House the second read­
ing of the said bill, said:

I would move the second reading of
this Bill, and in doing so I would
point out that its title is a very mis­
leading one. The object of the Bill
will be seen from a perusal of it. As
honorable gentlemen know, by far the
greater portion of land in this country
is held by what is known as “Squat­
ter’s Rights”. People go in and settle
on a piece of land and never take the
trouble of acquiring a title to it by
grant from the Crown; they get it by
adverse possession, and consequently
ween corporations such as capable
companies come here and need land
Tor the purpose of building .houses,
they require evidence of title before
they will purchase land, and people
who have acquired the land in this
manner have no titles to give them.
Corporations of that character will
not purchase land for which they can­
not get proper deeds or documents of
title, and It became necessary there­
fore in cases where people had settled
upon Crown Lands without acquiring 

any grant from the Crown that some
evidence of title should be given pur­
chasers such as the corporations re­
ferred to, and this Bill outlines the
form of procedure by which a person
may acquire a proper title to the land
upon which he has settled and lived
for a number of years. The rights o?
all parties are protected in this Bill,
and there is no injustice done any per­
son. I would therefore move the se­
cond reading of the Bill.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Mr. President, I strongly support this
Bill, and perhaps I could add a little
j lore information to that already given
the House.This Bill originated through
the fact that the Western Union Cable
Company was desirous of making ad­
vances to a number of its operators
to enable them to build houses, but
found with references to the land on
which the houses were to be built,
that an absolutely indefeasible title
was not to be obtained. The original
owners had got it by squatters rights
and had not occupied it for the period
of sixty years necessary for them to
get a title as against the Crown, and
while there was no question as to their
proprietary interests, still a corpora-
t’on from abroad naturally was disin­
clined to put up its fhoney, certainly
on a substantial scale, unless it could.
get some other and more assured title
to the property. At the time action
was taken for the bringing in of this
Bill, two or three houses had been
started, but the company was not wil­
ling to give any more money, and con­
sequently building operations to a sub
stantial extent have been stopped as a
result. Moreover, the same thing ap­
plies all through the country. At any
time the rights of people to property
which they have occupied may be dis­
puted successfully, and they may be
ejected. This is not a desirable condi­
tion to permit if we can remedy it.
This Bill, I understand, has been be­
fore a Judge of the Supreme Court. It
is a Bill which I think we should have 
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added to the Statute Book years ago,
and probably if we had, more In the
way of development might have occur­
red. I heartily support the Bill.

On motion the House resolved Itself
into a Committee of the Whole on the
said Bill. Hon. Mr. Milley in the Chair
Committee rose and reported the Bill
having passed without amendment,
and it was ordered to be read a third
time on to-morrow.

Hon. the President informed the
Council that he had received a mes­
sage from the Assembly that they had
passed a Bill “An Act Further Respect
ing the Exportation of Timber” in
which they requested the concurrence
oi the Legislative Council.

On motion the Bill was read a first
time.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL in moving
with the consent of the House the se­
cond reading, said:

MR. PRESIDENT—I may say in ex­
planation of this Bill that it is a Bill
for the purpose of allowing the expor­
tation of timber from lands held un­
der license from the Crown by private
persons in the Colony. From a Govern­
ment standpoint, this is desirable on
account of the labor that it will like­
ly give during the winter. The ex­
portation of unmanufactured timber
was allowed, both from Crown Lands
and leased lands, during the War peri­
cd when labor was plentiful. We are
looking forward with apprehension to
next winter, and we want to be able to
employ men in the lumberwoods.
However, there are certain objections
from a National standpoint. It has been
pointed out by my honourable friend
Sir Patrick McGrath that the United
Slates has practically no pulpwood,
except in the northern areas. Canada
is withdrawing her pulpwood, and pos^
slbly we in Newfoundland may be
wise to hold back our pulpwood, hop­
ing to make some agreement with the
United States.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
Mr. President, I would suggest that 

this Bill be sene to a Select Committee
This Bill, if enacted as it is, would de
prive us of very valuable material in
connection with a Reciprocity agree­
ment with the United States. Within
the past ten days the Congress haz>
adopted almost unanimously a resolu­
tion urging President Harding to take
up negotiations with Canada with a
view to getting the Canadian Govern­
ment to repeal or temporary abandon
the Act which forbids the exportation
if pulpwood frim Canada to the United
States. If we were to pass this Act
now without some provision we would
of course destroy the value of such a
factor. Once this Bill became law
and people contemplated cutting and
exporting, they would enter into their
arrangements, and the Government
could not bring in a Bill next year to
repeal this measure after the people
Lad put their money into it and after
all the various undertakings had been
carried out. For that reason I suggest
ed that the Bill might be amended in
some way and power given to the Gov­
ernor in Council, so that the Act would
not come into force until a Proclama­
tion was issued in the Royal Gazette.
I may say further, however, that I
think the policy underlying this Bill
is a bad one. I quite recognize the'
need for providing employment for the
coming winter, and perhaps for some
ti’ne after that, and for that reason I
will consent to refrain from the oppo­
sition which I have always advanced
in this House, and which I have al­
ways advanced in the newspapers
against any policy of permitting the
exportation from the country of un­
manufactured wood.

To-day we have in our forest extent,
the only property is the one at Grand
Falls. That became possible only
through the point that exportation of
pulpwood was not permitted. If it were
to become known that we were con­
templating a contrary policy, that mill
would not have been erected. If we 
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did not have Grand Falls we would not
have the 1500 men employed there all
the year round, and therefore, while I
am prepared to see this hill go thru’,
still I think it is a pity that acts of this
kind are finding their way on the Sta­
tute Book. It is Quite true during the
war we permitted it, but we permitted
it as a War measure to get lumber to
England for war purposes, use in
mines etc., but the wood was not used
because ships were not available, and
it is safe to say not a dollar of it went
back to the people who advanced the
money to cut it. I do not want to de­
lay the House unduly, but merely want
to put myself on record. It was the
policy of Sir Robert Bond, Sir Edwara
Morris.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—It is the
correct policy.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH—I am
glad my hon. friend agrees.

HON. MR. GIBBS—I quite agree
with the remarks of the hon. member
who has just spoken in regard to bills
of this kind. Personally, I think it is
a mistake and a serious one for this
country to export its raw products in
an unmanufactured state. The devel­
opment of every country, no matter
what Its resources may be, depends on'
the manufacture of its raw products
into commercial products and export­
ing them in a manufactured state. If
the impression was to go abroad that
this Act was of a permanent charac­
ter we would not have any mills erect­
ed here in the future. The policy pu»
sued by every country to-day which
has an eye to its industrial develop­
ment, is to utilize its products for ma­
nufacture into articles of commerce
and give employment not of the hewer
of wood and drawer of water type, but'
that which requires educational tech­
nical knowledge and skill and develop
ment in the country of a system of ed-
U'.ation which would bring along its
own development and worth. As has
been stated by the hon. gentleman, if
we could manufacture every ton of 

ore that has been and will be export­
ed from this country into a manufac­
tured or commercial article, it would
mean very near millions of dollars to
this country, and it is rather unfortu­
nate that so many millions of tons of
ore should go out of this country to
enrich the people of other lands when
it should be manufactured in our own
country.

The bill was read a second time, and
vias ordered tp be referred to a select
committee, said committee to consist
of Hons. Dr. Campbell, Gibbs, Brown­
ing and Mews and Sir Patrick Mc­
Grath.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the Bill
respecting fishery supplies for the
Current Season was read a first time,
and by consent of the house, a second
time.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH—
There is no provision for a penalty in
the bill at all, and as half a million
dollars of the public money is involv­
ed, I think we should provide that
people who infringe on this law should
be punished.

The Bill was read a second time and
ordered to be committed on to-mor­
row.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Shea the
bill ratifying a contract with the Pulp
and Paper Corporation of America
was read a first time and'ordered to be
read a second time on to-morrow.

On motion of Hon.Mr. Gibbs the am­
endments made by theHouse ofAssem-
bly in and upon the bill entitled an Act
to amend and consolidate the laws con
cerning the Municipal affairs of the
town of St. John’s were read a first
time, and the House thereupon went
into committee of the whole thereon,
Hon. Mr. Mews in the chair.

The Committee rose and reported
having passed the said amendment
without amendment.

House then djourned until Thursday
at four of the clock.
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THURSDAY, July 28, 1921.

House met at 4.30 pursuant to ad­
journment.

On motion the bills An Act for the
Quieting of Titles, and House of As­
sembly Amendments to the St. John’s
Municipal Act 1920 wtre read a third
time, passed, and ordered that a mes
sage be sent the Assembly that this
House had passed the same without
amendment

On motion the Bill respecting Fish­
ery Supplies was referred to a Select
Committee consisting of Hons. Shea,
McGrath, Steer, Mews and Anderson.

Second reading of Act for ratification
of Contract with the Pulp Paper Cor­
poration of America.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL—This Com­
pany intends operating a pulp mill on
Labrador capable of turning out 15,009
tons of pulp per year. Local as well
as foreign capital is interested in it,
and they ask nothing in concessions ex
cept what was granted to the Com­
pany at Lomond. I move the second
reading of the Bill.

The bill was read a second time and
ordered to be committed on to-morrow.

The Select Committee on the Expor­
tation of Timber Bill reported having
made certain amendments which they
recommended to the House.

House went into Committee of the
Whole on said bill, Hon. Mr. McNamara
in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported the
bill with some amendment, and with
the consent of the House the bill was
then read a third time and passed and
ordered sent to the Assembly request­
ing its concurrence in said amend­
ments.

Hon. President read message from
the Assembly that they had passed the
bill for the temporary operation of the
Nfld. Railway and requested concur­
rence of the Council therein; also that
they had passed the Council’s amend­
ments to the Railway Extension Bill
without amendment.

Bill providing for temporary oper­

ation of the Nfld. Railway, was then
read a first time and ordered read a
second time on to-morrow.

House then adjourned until to-mor­
row at four o’clock.

FRIDAY, July 29th.
House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
House went into Committee on Bill

for Protection of Neglected, Depend­
ent and Delinquent Children.

The Committee rose, reported pro­
gress and asked leave to sit again.

Conimitte on Bill to ratify contract
with the Pulp and Paper Corporation
of America.

Hon. Mr. Mllley in the Chair.
HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—

Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the
Hon. the Minister of Agriculture and
Mines whether the report that an ad­
vertisement for a thousand men to un­
dertake logging in Newfoundland pub­
lished in the Sydney papers has come
to his attention, whether it is on be­
half of this company or any other
company operating under Act of the
Legislature, and in either case, what
steps can be taken to see that our own
people are employed.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—I think
that is a fake message.

SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—That
may be, but is there any other com­
pany contemplating operations?

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Not to my
knowledge. You must remember that
people are permitted to export pulp­
wood from Labrador on leased limits,
and there may be somebody intending
to cut pulpwood, but in the present
state of the market that does not ap­
pear to be probable. I will carry on
investigations. There would be a
number of lease-holders of undisputed
territory on the Labrador. It would
be an easy matter to find that out.

Committee rose and reported hav­
ing passed the Bill without amend- 
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nient, and it was ordered to be read
a third time on to-morrow.

Second reading ot Bill “An Act to
Provide for the Temporary Operation
of the Newfoundland Railway.”

HON. MR. SHEA.—Mr. President, it
has fallen to my lot to move the sec­
ond reading of this Bill, which is pro­
bably the most important bill that has
come before this House during this
session, in as much as it involves the
expenditure of a million and a halt
dollars from the funds of the Colony
for the temporary operation of the
railway system of the Colony. For
the last twenty-five years, Mr. Presi­
dent, we have been so identified with
railway and railway policies in this
country that we can harly believe
what we would be now if we had not
a railway bill. In our national debt
of fifty-one million dollars we have
something like thirty million dollars
expended on various railway policies
that have been handed down to us
from the initiation of the railway
policy in this country, so that it would
certainly be a stretch of imagination
to think of ourselves without a rail­
way bill. As long as the Reids were
willing to continue the operations of
the railway everything went well; no
one asked any questions. The public
generally were more or less apathetic
as to the results of the operation of
the railway, but the work went on
and no one cried out, and years came
and went, and the railway bills were
paid, and there was nothing said about
it. But last year, unfortunately, the
Reids and the Reid resources were at
an end. and we were brought to a
standstill. The Government were
then threatened with the position of’
the stoppage of the railway or worse
consequences, and the result was that
temporary arrangements had to be
made with a commission appointed by
the Government which operated the
railway last year, and the results of 

which, as we all know, were most un­
satisfactory. That went on until we
were brought face to face with a rail­
way standstill again. It was not
known what the fate of the railway
would be, until the temporary ar­
rangement now embodied in this Bill
was thought out, and that is an ar­
rangement involving a large sum of
money for the continuance of the rail­
way for the period of one year, anti
after (hat the whole thing is “in the
lap of the gods.” Now it is somewhat
unfortunate, I think, Mr. President,
that when this matter came up for
consideration before the Legislature
it should have assumed in the outset
such a strong partisan view. It was
brought, before the House of Assem­
bly in a suite of resolutions a fort­
night or three weeks ago, and it was
immediately taken hold of as a poli­
tical weapon, which I think in the
general interests of the Colony was
somewhat unfortunate. When the
Government was forced into the posi­
tion of making some arrangements
with the Reid Newfoundland Com­
pany, the Government invited the Op­
position members to form a committee
to consider what course should be
adopted in the general interests for
the carrying on of the railway or for
the railway policy generally. That in­
vitation, Mr. President, was declined,
as the Opposition would take no re­
sponsibility for the policy of the Gov­
ernment on the railway question, and
they said the Government might do
the best they could. The Government
then got Sir George Bury to visit
Newfoundland. He investigated mat­
ters here. After consultation he made
the proposition that is embodied in
the Bill now before us. that the rail­
way should be run for a year by the
Reid Newfoundland Company. The
Prime Minister, in introducing the
Bill into the Lower House, stated the
case fairly and squarely, and said 
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there were three alternatives; first,
the idea of a Government railway op-
erated and owned by the Government,
second, the operation of the railway
by the Reid Company, and third, the
question of the abandonment of the
railway policy altogether. These
three alternatives were all strongly
opposed by the Opposition, but no sug­
gestion of any kind was made by them
as to any other policy. The amend­
ments which they proposed showed
their hand, that they were making this
a political question, and under ordin­
ary circumstances they would be .jus­
tified in doing so, but in a matter of
this kind. I think it is a wrong way
to deal with it. I believe that this is
a case of two heads being better than
one. However, that was the course
that was pursued, and the amend­
ment they’ proposed in the end show­
ed their position, that they’ merely
wanted to embarass the Government.
I do not think there was a member of
the Government that was in favor of
the arrangement, but the position was
that there was no other alternative,
and it would give the Government
time to look around and see what
could be done. As I see it, if the peo­
ple of the country want railways,
they must pay for them. Up to this
the Reids have paid for it. The Reids
can no longer do this, and if the cry
is for a railway, the people must pay
lor it. Sir George Bury gave this
matter a good deal of thought, and he
stated that as the railway was now
run nobody could mke it pay. I do
not know that he stated that to the
Government officially, but that was
what he told me in conversation. We
must take the railway bill as it is, or
else we must close up the railway al­
together. That is the position I take,
and I think other men outside take
the same. Railway work, like every­
thing else, requires expert knowledge;
it is a large proposition; and I think 

that before the New Year the Govern­
ment v/111 have some complete plans
to lay before the Legislature when it
meets again, so that we may have a
little light on the railway horizon. I
move the second reding of this Bill,
Mr. President.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Mr. President, inasmuch as this bill is
certified by the Speaker of the House
of Assembly as a money bil within the
terms of "'The Legislature Act, 1917,”
the only course open to us is to ex­
press our views on the measure it­
self and the policy which it embodies.
The Hon. Gentleman, (Mr. Shea), who
moved the second reading, expressed
his regret that the Opposition in the
.other House had treated this as a poli­
tical issue and had refused the in­
vitation of the Government to join
with them in working out a measure
that could be satisfactory to all; and
thought this a mistake and that the
amendment which the Opposition mov­
ed showed a desire to make political
capital out of a very serious situation
in the country. I would point out that
if this railway question has been made
a political issue the blame for that is
due not to the Opposition, but to the
present Government, which fought the
last general election campaign largely
on the cry that those then in power
were friendly with the Reids and were
allowing them to escape their obliga­
tions, and that if the party then seek­
ing power, and now enjoying it, was
elected it would make the Reids toe
the mark, live up to their obligations
and carry out the railway contract in
the manner in which it ought to be
carried out. As I pointed out on the
first day of the session, it is very easy
for those in power to issue invitations
to those they have turned out, to join
with them in solving problems like
this, but, human nature being what it
is, it is rather much to expect that men
who have been the victims of such a 
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course should do anything else than
leave a Government to flounder in the
mess which it has made itself. I am
not speaking for the Opposition, as
they are capable of defending them­
selves, but I would say that in Eng­
land, and in Canada, where they have
important railway bills before Parlia­
ment, of a character analogous to our
own. the Opposition parties—the Lib­
erals and the Laborites in England,
and the Liberals and the Farmers in
Canada have pursued exactly the
same policy as our Opposition in re­
fusing to give the Government any as­
sistance and have criticised the rail­
way legislation to the fullest extsnt.

I agree with the hon. gentleman in
saying that this railway issue is a very
serious one and that the policy em­
bodied in this bill is one that cannot
he continued. I do not agree with him
that there was no other alternative, or
that this bill was the best that could
have been devised. I think it is prob­
able a worse solution would have re­
sulted if the Government had succeed­
ed in getting the House closed before
they tackled this railway problem, as
was the idea five or six weeks ago,
when it was proposed to close the
House on June 21, and notice was giv­
en of suspension of the rules in the
other Chamber. I believe that if the
working out of this plan had been
done quietly between the Government
and the Reids, after the House closed,
without any chance for public opin­
ion to express itself, a worse measure
would have resulted, but, on the other
hand, I think that if the Government’s
hand had been forced much earlier in
the session, so that public opinion
could have been brought into play, we
would have had a much better bill
than this is. I agreed with him in his
statement that until recently the Reids
paid for running the railroad and that
while the Reids continued to pay there
was little complaint, but that now, 

when the Reids can no longer pay,
there is much public outcry, but this,
of course is only natural, particularly
when we remember that the Reids had
a contract to run the railroad, and
espeially when we know that all the
money-making features of the Reid
Company’s holdings have been recent­
ly transferred to other companies and
that the- Colony has been put in a very
detrimental position as a result. The
hon. gentleman tells us that this mea­
sure is only temporary, to enable the
Government to get time to look around
and bring in experts to tackle this
question seriously, and in a way to
ensure a permanent solution. I hope
that something in this line will be
done, but I have my doubts, because a
year ago the same promise was made,
the same hope was held out, but no­
thing came of it, and I doubt if the
Government is able or willing to take
up this question as it ought to be
taken up and to develop some perma-
inent solution of it. To say as the
Government says “This is the best we
can do; take it or leave it," is in my
opinion a negation of statesmanship
and a confession of bankruptcy in ad­
ministrative ability.

This queston iwas so very exhaus­
tively debated in the otner Chamber
that few aspects of it were overlook­
ed, but it was treated entirely on its
local features, and I thought it might
be helpful if this House looked at it
in the light of conditions abroad; In
discussing it, moreover let us in
Roosevelt’s words: "look it squarely
in the face, unblinded by preconceiv­
ed prejudices, and unaffected by par-
tizan feeling.” Let us also recognize
our obligation to say our say upon
this measure, whether for or against
it. When the 1898 contract was before
this Chamber most of its members
were content to give a silent vote and
it was held against the Council for
years afterwards, in all the contro­
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versy in the Legislature, in the press
and on the ploitical platform, that ex­
cept for the late Hon. D. J. Greene,
who introduced it here, and who was
Mr. Reid’s Attorney in signing it, no
member spoke, and tliot only one,
Hon. George Knowling, whose poor
health prevents his being here to-day
voted against it. Strong arguments
can be made for and against that Bill,
and I am not going to enter that
Held, but I say that nothing in its his­
tory so shattered the prestige of this
House for years after 1898 as the
failure of its members to voice their
views on the ’98 contract when it was
before them. Similarly, the most dis­
piriting feature of the passage of this
Bill through the Lower Chamber was
the absolute silence of the Govern­
ment members. The Opposition, of
course, opposed it bitterly. It is the
duty of an Opposition to oppose and
harass a Government, and they did it
to the fullest, but it can hardly be dis­
puted that they had a strong case, a
far stronger one than an Opposition
has many a time. But, whatever the
merits of <he matter, the Government’s
case was decidedly made worse by the
failure of its.advocates to put up any
defence for it, the sole excuse advanc­
ed being that' this was the best the
Government could do. This Bill is the
feature by which the present session
will be remembered, just as the Cod
Fish Exportation Bill will make the
session of 1929 ever memorable, es­
pecially to those who suffered so dis­
astrously by it. That bill was the out­
come of the belief by the Government
that they could disregard the principle
ct supply and demand and make laws
unto themselves, which laws they
could oblige our customers all over
the world to agree to. That experi­
ment cost us directly five million dol­
lars, through losses in the sales of our
fish, and indirectly perhaps as great
an amount through the losses in the
value of commodities under forced 

realization and otherwise. Now we
have in this hill another experiment,
in regard to the operation of the rail­
way, which bids fair to be just as
costly and just as disastrous. We have
paid already on account of it 2% mil­
lion dollars, for the operation of the
railroad last year and for the provid­
ing of improvements thereto, and the
Colony is now facing the payment of
a similar amount during the current
twelve months. This frightful burden
upon our people results from the delu­
sion which the present Government
has launched to operate the railroad.
The theory prevails in some quarters
that the Reid railway is the only mis­
managed and badly-run railroad in
the world and that for the conditions
which exist in regard to it the Reids
are responsible. This view was widely
proclaimed in the last electon cam­
paign, it was reiterated here last ses­
sion, and it is being repeated again
now. Because of it the country has
been sadly burdened and an intolerable
confusion created for the future, while
because of it, too, we see that the
Reids, fearing the worst, have utilized
their opportunities to transfer all the
money-making branches of their enter­
prise in this country to subsidiary cor­
porations, from which we are power­
less to get them back, while at the
same time the Reids are holding the
country responsible for every obliga­
tion which it undertook under the con­
tract of 1901, but when It comes in
turn to hold them liable for the res­
ponsibilities and obligations which
they undertook, we find ourselves deal­
ing with an admittedly bankrupt com­
pany, from which there is nothing to
be obtained. Let me recall again to'the
memory of those around me my pro­
phetic words on the last night we sat'
here a year ago. We were discussing
the railway problem then, in the last
hours of the session, passing last
year’s bill to give the Reids a loan for
rolling stock and other improvements.
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Our hon. friend, the Minister of Agri­
culture, (Dr, Campbell) had explained
that the Government would negotiate
with the Reids during the recess for
new legislation this year. I observed
that if so, I hoped the Government
would go slowly, act cautiously and
take every precaution to protect the
country’s interests, because the coun­
try had, unfortunately, bitter reason
already to realize that the Reids when
negotiating in these matters left no
stone unturned to protect themselves.
And you will all remember the good
doctor’s interjection: “Oh, yes! we
know the Reids are lying awake in the
nights trying to work out how they
can get ahead of us. But we are on the
alert and are more than a match for
them.” I replied that I hoped it would
prove so, but I had my doubts, and to­
day everybody knows that these doubts
were justified. Everybody is to-day
awake to the ghastly realization of the
situation, to the fact that the Reids
have “put one over” on us, to use the
jargon of the hour, and that the Gov­
ernment were either caught napping
or were parties to this procedure,
either of which alternatives is very
discreditable to them. The Reids may
have been lying awake earlier in the
session; but they could sleep peaceful­
ly, when our hon. friend Dr. Campbell
spoke, because some weeks before they
nad got an innocent, unsuspicious lit­
tle bill through the House, entitled ‘An
Act to amend the Companies’ Act” so
that provided them with the machinery
by which to make this transfer, some­
thing they could not do, lacking this,
wth out the consent of the Govern­
ment, a consent which every Govern­
ment since 1901 had refused to give
them. But our hon. friend and his col­
leagues obligingly provided the ma­
chinery, either unwittingly or know­
ingly, and his boast of last year comes
to nothing.

I do not blame the Reids for pro­
tecting themselves. Having sunk mil­

lions of their money in

enterprise and having to do with a
Government exhibiting such undis­
guised hostility to them, fearing the
worst in view of the outlook, I do not
know that their action in converting
their profit-making assets into sub­
sidiary companies is so very repre­
hensible. But I think the Government.
is deserving of censure for providing
the machinery to enable this to have
been. done. If the Givernment did it
deliberately it was criminal; if the
Government was hoodwinked they
were guilty of a blunder that was
worse than a crime. It is the people
of the Colony, and generations yet un­
born, that will suffer from it, because
I predict that Newfoundland will be
launched into a malestrom of litigation
as a result of this and other develop­
ments in this railway problem the
past year or so. which cannot fall to
have ruinous consequences to our
whole fiscal fabric. I speak here to-day
neither as an advocate nor a critic of
the Reids. I sincerely sympathize with
them in the collapse of their many
plans for the advancement of this col­
ony’s fortunes, and incidentally of
their own, and especially on their
enormous financial losses, notably in
the last few years, losses which have
subjected them to much censure that
is wholly undeserved, accusations of
blundering and ' incompetence based
on the altogether mistaken notion that
nowhere else have railway systems
met such monetary losses, run behind
in upkeep and equipment, or suffered
such impairment of public confidence
as is the misfortune of the Reid New­
foundland Railway to-day. As I know
that similar conditions exist with re­
gard to the British, Canadian, Ameri­
can, South African and Australian
railways it has occurred to me that it
country, in getting an idea of some un­
suspected phases of this problem, if
I were to submit some facts and figures 
showing the position of the railways

the railway in these countries, how closely it ap-
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proximates to ' that of our own rail­
road, and how equally gloomy Is the
cutlook for their future as well as
ours.

As it happens, the British Parlia­
ment is now discussing a railway
bill, introduced by Sir Eric Geddes,
Minister of Transport, on May 26, and
from his speech and those of other
members on the second reading de-..
bate, I extracted the following facts:
England, of course, saw the first rail­
road, nearly 100 years ago. From
then till the war, over 1,000 railway
companies were promoted or took
shape in the British Isles. In the
summer of 1914, when war broke out,
there were about 200 separate rail­
ways there. The Government at once
took over the essential ones, 114 al­
together, leaving small local ones,
and light railways out. The condi­
tions on which the Government con­
trol was put in force were (1) the
Government was to get Immediate
control and absolute control, opera­
ting the system as a unit through the
managers of the principal companies
as a Board of Management; (2) the
shareholders in the several compan­
ies were to get the same rate of di­
vidends, all the time control con­
tinued, as they did in 1913, the year
before the war, which was a very
successful one for British railways;
(3) the Government was to maintain
the railways and their rolling stock
during control, up to the same stand­
ard as 1913, as far as possible; and
when decontrol came the Government
was to pay a sum sufficient to make
good any defaults in the latter par­
ticular. Such were the conditions on
which the British railways were op­
erated during the war, and up to now.
Decontrol is to come in August 14, a
fortnight hence, and the new Bill,
which I will describe later, is to pro­
vide for it Under the existing status
it cost the British taxpayer thirty­
seven million pounds, or about seven­
teen shillings a head, allowing the 

population of the British Isles to be
45 million persons, to make good the
loss on operating, paying dividends
and providing betterments for the
fiscal year ending March 31st, 1920,
and forty-six million pounds, or over
a pound a head, for the fiscal year
ended March 31, 1921, while for the
4% months to the decontrol date,
August 14, it is estimated that there
will be a loss of about thirty-five
million pounds more, due to the loss
in April being nine millions. Similar
losses being expected for May and
.lune, during which months the strike
continued, and about eight millions
for July and half of August. And, be
it noted, the British taxpayer had to
meet such deficits each year, besides
having to pay largely increased rates
for passages and freights all this time.
The increases in passenger rates
since 1914 were 75 per cent., and in
freight rates 112 per cent. The official
figures show that the earnings of the
railways were:

Year ended March 31,
1913’ 1921.

(Passenger.)
£ 44,000,000 ....................£105,000,000

(Freight.)
78,000,000 .................... 188,000,000

(Other earnings.)
13.000,000 .................... 25,000,000 

£135,000,000 £318,000,00b
This means an addition of £163,-

600,000 over pre-war charges, and as
there was very little luxury travel in
England during the war, this is really
an additional charge on industry.
But this is not the worst. When de­
control was approaching it was found
that the British railways, like Coady
of happy, memory in our other Cham-
Ler, "had a claim” and the Govern­
ment appointed a committee under
Lord Colwyn, an eminent colliery
owner and financial authority, to in­
vestigate it. This , claim was for “de­
ferred betterments,” that is to say, 
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for what the Government had not
been able to do in putting the rail­
roads in as good a position as when
it took them over; and Lord Colwyn’s
committee after a painstaking in­
quiry, lasting five months, found
that the railroads had direct claims
totalling £158,000,000 and contingent
claims for about £50,000,000 more,
say £,200,000,000 altogether. Recent­
ly Sir Eric Geddes made an amicable
agreement with the companies by
which they accepted a lump sum of
£51,000,000 in full settlement of all
their claims against the British
Treasury; and one of the objects of
the Railway Bill now before the
Mother Parliament is to provide for
the payment of this money. But its
principal object is to provide for the
future of the railways nearly all of
which are facing bankruptcy. In­
deed, Sir Wm. Granet, who was Brit­
ish railway controller during the
war, stated recently in New York,
that there was only one solvent rail­
way in the British Isles, presumably
his ovn—the Midland. It may be
asked why are they bankrupt? The
answer is that if the Government lost
so much on running them, it is un­
likely that the companies can make
them pay and earn a dividend. Some
authorities attribute their bankrupt­
cy to the war alone. Geddes disputes
this. He claims they were running
behind for years prior to the war. He
shows that from 1896 to the start of
the war, British railway stock was
steadily declining in value and that
the average dividend they paid in
1913 was only 4 1-2 per cent. He as­
cribes this, curiously enough, to in­
efficiency in management. He says
that every country in the world ex­
cept China, which we regard as
asleep, operates its railroads cheaper
than Britain. In 1813 it cost one cent
to move a ton of freight one mile on
the American railways, 1 1-4 cents on
the German, 1 1-2 cents on the French
and 2 cents on the British. In Am­

erica they got 1,300,000 tons of
freight over every mile. In Germany
74C.OOO tons, in Britain only 500,000
tons. In America the load of a
freight car is 23 1-2 tons; in Germany,
9 tons; in Britain, 5 1-2 tons. This is
due to various causes—the cost 01
building railways through a thickly
settled country like Britain, where
land costs are huge, the multipicity
of companies with directorates and
managements duplicated abnormally,
overhead costs unnecessary and the
like. The Government now proposes
to force an amalgamation of the
English and Welsh railways, over
eighty in all, into six groups, cover­
ing different sections of the country,
and hopes thereby to save about £i25,-
000,000 on an operating expense of
£76,000.000, which if realised, should
give the companies a fair profit, and
it is also proposed to permit them to
fix rates, so as to assure them of a de­
cent dividend—5 per cent, per annum.
Whether it eventuates in the way ex
pected, though, is another question.
However, it is interesting to compare
this situation with ours. The Reids
operated our railroad for nearly twen­
ty years, not alone getting no dividends
but actually putting up their own mo­
ney every year to make good losses;
enormous losses during the war,
when the British railways were guar­
anteed upkeep and dividends, and now
when the British railways are de­
controlled, legislation is being pro­
vided to enable them to operate pro­
fitably in the future, while the ut­
most we can vision is this makeshift
arrangement to enable us to “side­
step" this problem for another twelve
months.

Before leaving the general topic of
the British railways I would like to
deal briefly with one of the Scotch
railways that presents some features
almost identical with our own. That
Is the Highland railway, a single line
of 666 miles that runs through the
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North o£ Scotland and alone serves
It, as the Reid line of 900 miles does
our country. In a speech by Sir
Halford Makinder, M.P., for Glasgow,
wno made a strong plea for this
railway on the score of its being
bankrupt, I found though, to the
amazing fact set out, that while the
population of Scotland, is about 3 3-4
millions, all but 300,000 of these are
In the Lowlands or Southern part,
and that in the Northern part, the
Highlands, the larger half in area.
the population is only this 300,000
or slightly more than the population
of Newfoundland. Moreover, there
is the further similarity that the main
line runs through unpeopled wilder­
ness, with branches to cities and
towns on the East, West and North
Coasts, where connections are made
with steamboat services that ply to
other points, and that the country is
as deeply indented with bays and
firths, and lochs as our own. An­
other resemblance is in the physical
features of the railroad terrain the
line having to traverse passes 600,
1200 and 1500 feet high, whereas the
highest point on our road, on the
Topsails, is only 1132 feet above the
sea. Here, then, is a single line, like
ours, with a mileage like ours, run­
ning through a region like ours, ser­
ving coastal areas like ours, and fac­
ing the same physical difficulties as
ours, even as to winter snow falls as
in this country. I gather the latter
fact from this quotation from his
speech: “Consider the conditions
when you have, as a normal pre­
paration for what is likely to happen
any day in the winter, to keep a snow
plough with three powerful engines
behind it ready in case there should be
a snow drift impeding a train. That
plough with its engines has to be
ready to proceed to the scene of the
obstruction and has to go full charge
into that heap of snow. If the snow
happens to give, well and good, then
the train may follow and make its way 

through; but if the snow does not give,
then you have to dig the snow plough
and the three locomotives out of the
snow so that they can go at it again.”

Over this single railroad during the
war were hauled all the commodi­
ties for maintainng the life and trade
of the Highlands, because of the lack
of shipping and of the submarine me­
nace, and over it also were hauled to
Thurso, its most Northern point, and
the jumping-off place for Scapa Flow,
all the men, munitions and materials
for the Grand Fleet, based, as we now
know, on that Orkney fiord, and also
for the Naval dockyard, at Invergordon
in the Moray Firth, on one of its
branches, and the large garrison that
protected it. Now that railroad is
bankrupt, so we can hardly feel sur­
prised that our railroad, on which we'
depended mainly for our existence dur
Ing the war, is also bankrupt and chief
ly because of its war-time losses on op
eration. Finally, may I remark that
the proper place to go for a general
manager for our railway, if you want­
ed one, would seem to be, not to Mon­
treal, or Toronto, but to the Highland
railway of Scotland.

So much for the British railways. I
turn now to the Canadian. Before the
war these W'ere on the down grade,
and after hostilities began the down­
ward process greatly accelerated. To­
day all the railways in Canada, except
the C.P.R. and a ifew small lines, have
had to be taken over by the Govern­
ment and operated as a National sys­
tem under Government control. These
are (1) the Intercolonial, connecting
the Maritime Provinces and Montreal,
and always a Government line, the
price of the Maritime Provinces enter­
ing Confederation; (2) the National
Transcontinental, from Moncton to
Winnipeg, built by the Laurier Gov­
ernment, fifteen years ago and leased
to the Grand Trunk; (3) the Grand
Trunk, Canada's original railroad,
operated from London, as a result of 
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which it never half utilized its oppor­
tunities, running as it did through the
most fertile sections of Quebec and
Ontario, and with 30 subsidiary con­
nections in the United States; (4) The
Grand Trunk Pacific, an extension of
the National Transcontinental from
Winnipeg to the Pacific Coast, to give
the Grand Trunk, a through line from
coast to coast like the C.P.R., and (5)
The Canadian Northern, another
ocean-to-ocean line enterprised by
Mackenzie and Mann, two highly suc­
cessful railway builders, who in the
past twenty years built or bought
lines in the various provinces and
pieced them out from time to time as
opportunity and money offered. All
these were sagging before the war.
They flourished in the boom times and
wilted in the dull days. When I first
crossed Canada in 1911 the decline
was plain to any eye. To-day all are
bankrupt. The Intercolonial, built as
a political railway, always showed a
deficit. The Trans-Continental and
the Grand Trunk Pacific, never came
anywhere near earning their operating
expenses, not to say dividends. The
Grand Trunk paid in bygone days, but
the profits latterly were swamped by
the losses of its western outlet. The
Canadian Northern, cheaply built and
operated, might have survived but for
the war. There is an interesting ar­
ticle on the Canadian railway im-
broglis in the current number of the
“Round Table.” I have studied the
subject myself and written of it for
American periodicals. In the April
(1920) Issue of the American Review
of Reviews, Samuel C. Dunn, Editor of
the “Railway Age” of Chicago, treats
of American railways; myself of Can­
adian, and Judson C. Welliver, Lon­
don correspondent of the New York
Herald, of the European railways. I
am, however, delving for the data on
the Canadian railways. I am using
here, on an exhaustive article in the
Central Star of June 1st, by Mr. J. L.

Payne, for many years statistician of
the Department of Railways at Ot­
tawa ml recently retired through age.
He shows that after the war began the
Canadian Government, which did not
take over the railways, as Britain and
America did, but operated them
through a Railway War Board, com­
posed jf their managers began exactly
as we are doing, by giving them large
sums to cover their losses on opera­
tions, and ended by taking them over
altogether, as I believe we will event­
ually have to do. For the fiscal year
ended March 31st, 1920, the deficits on
these lines, now grouped together as
the "Canadian National Railways” and
run by lhe Government, was $40,000,-
000, and for the year ended last March
it had increased to $76,000,000. These
figures, of course, do not take into ac­
count any interest on the money spent
on building or laying these lines,
which is included in the public debt,
and gels its dividends through that
medium; and up to the end of 1918
Canada had given the railways cash
subsidies of $275,000,000, guarantees
of $345,000,000, and land grants of
$44,000,000 acres. To this must be
added cash grants the past two years
to the Canadian Northern and Grand
Trunk Pacific lines, and the award for
taking over the Grand Trunk itself,
now under arbitration at Montreal,
with Mr. W. H. Taft, former President
of the United States, acting for the
Grand Trunk, Sir Thomas White, late
Finance Minister at Ottawa, for the
Canadian Government, and Sir WaT-
ter Cassals, head of the Exchequer
Court of Canada, as Chairman. Sir
Georg? Bury, who was here some
weeks ago, advising the Government
on this question, was quoted by the
Daily News last Monday as having
declared, himself at Winnipeg as op­
posed to Government ownerships of
railways and in favor' of Lord
Shaughnessy’s plan for dealing with
the Canadian National system. That 
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plan was sketched by Lord Shaugh­
nessy in a letter to the Canadian press
last April, covering a memorandum he
had addressed to Premier Borden in
1917 and, after revision, to bring it up
to date, to Premier Meighen a week
before he gave it to the newspapers.
Briefly stated, it proposes that the
“National Railways” be handed over
to the C.P.R., which would cut out ;»
lot of duplicate mileage and run the
combined system for a guaranteed
dividend, and he showed how by this
means the doing away with useless
duplication of management, staffs and
mileage, and having all the C.P.R.’s
splendid equipment of engines, cars,
repair shops, etc., available,—the
combined system, which now totals
40,000 miles, and would be reduced by
this to 30,000 and according to some
authorities, could ultimately be made
to pay. The proposal was not adopt­
ed, nor is it, I think, likely to be,
mainly because the Canadian people
fear it would mean a monopoly and
also less efficient management, with
the C.P.R. guaranteed its dividend,
than if it had to get its dividend by
its good work at present, but even the
critics concede that Lord Shaughnessy
was influenced solely by a desire for
Canada’s welfare in advancing it.
Meanwhile, Canada must continue to
pay 60 or 70 million dollars a year
until things change or it can sell the
system to some other corporation like
the C.P.R., a policy which is advocat­
ed in many quarters. The particular
point for us to remember, in connec­
tion with Canada's railway muddle, is
that since the war began down to the
present time, the Dominion Treasury
has borne the loss on the railways ev­
ery year, first by payments to the
Companies to cover their losses, then
by taking over the roads and compen­
sating the owners, and now by oper­
ating the various lines as a united
system and meeting the shortage from
the public funds; whereas here the

Reids met all the losses themselves
until last year, when the Colony met
them anl is now being asked to re­
peat the process this year. Obviously,
this cannot continue, and the need for
a permanent settlement of this rail­
way problem ought to be manifest to
everybody. May I point out, also,
that while the present condition of
these Canadian railways is regarded
by the unthinking as an absolute
condemnation of Government owner­
ship, the fact is that two or three, the
Grand Trunk and the Canadian North­
ern, built by private capitalists, be­
came insolvent during the war, and
the Government had to take them
over and run them to prevent their
default; and now is unable to get rid
of them. On the other hand the C.P.
R., built when labor and materials
were cheap, and splendidly managed
ever since, is able to pay a 10 per
cent, dividend every year.

I now turn to the American rail­
ways and the problems they present.
I quote from the last word on this
subject, an article by Mr. S. O. Dunn,
Editor of the Chicago Railway Age, in
the London Times special American
supplement of July 4th. He says that
America bad before the war 257,000
miles of railroad, all privately owned.
For ten years before that the rail­
roads had been getting into discredit
as a result of the struggles of finan­
ciers like Vanderbilt, Gould, Harrison
Hill, Mellon and others to secure
supremacy, and the Federal Congress
and many state legislatures passed
acts regulating them. As a result of
this, further advances in rates were
prohibited and as the owners needed
to renew their equipment they had to
take the money from that put aside for
dividends, with the result that the
value of railway stock steadily declin­
ed there, as in England. This in turn
meant that they could get little or no
additional capital, and when the war

came, although they handled more
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traffic than ever before, they were
unable, because of inadequate equip­
ment, to handle all that offered, and
this and other conditions resulted in
the Government taking control of
them as a war measure on January 1,
1918. It took them on virtually the
same terms as the British railroads
were taken, namely, to pay all operat­
ing costs, to give the shareholders a
standard dividend, and to restore the
lines and equipment in as good a con­
dition as when they were taken over.
It kept the railroads for two years and
two months, returning them to their
owners on March, 1920, and in these
20 months it cost the American Gov­
ernment more than two billion dollars
to make good the losses on operation,

• and another billion to assist in restor­
ing the lines to the physical fitness
they possessed when taken over by
the Government. The American Gov­
ernment, indeed, continued the divi­
dends for six months after the restor­
ation to private ownership, but it left
the roads running behind at the rate
of approximately a billion dollars a
year. Further, the Government’s pro­
vision of funds for restoring the
physical equipment was altogether in­
adequate, and he asserts that large
numbers of locomotives, passenger
cars and freight cars were scrapped
and that the Government did not em­
ploy the cars in use so effectively as
when the owners ran them. He adds
that "since the big decline of business
began last fall most of the railways,
to save themselves from ruin, have
had to cut their expenditure in the
maintenance of permanent way, loco­
motives and cars as they never cut
them before, in spite of the fact that
the properties were not in good con­
dition when returned by the Govern­
ment.” He adds that freight cars
were less by 126,560, that 316,000, or
13% per cent, of the total were in bad
order, that 12 per cent, of the loco­
motives were also out of service in 

need of repairs, and closes by saying
that "never since records were kept
did such bad conditions exist.”

It will bn seen, therefore, that in
the United States, as in England, and
in Canada. Government operation of
the railroads during the war resulted
in a tremendous deficit for each coun­
try, and that whether the railways
arc in private or public hands to-day
it is a task of the greatest magnitude
to operate them so as to reduce the
deficit to the lowest figure possible,
not to speak of earning a profit. In
America, as in England, the legisla­
tion restoring the roads to private
ownership is designed to enable' a
Board to give them rates which will
suffice to pay a dividend, in England
of 5 per cent, and in the United States
of 5% or G per cent., but in the first;
six months under pre-war operation
the American lines, under the rates
then existing, did not make much
more than 2% per cent., and it is
doubtful if with the agitation for a
reduction in passage and freight rates
now prevailing they will be able to
do much better in the future.

The cause of these deficits every­
where is much the same—increases in
wages, in fuel and costs of other items
of expenditure. For instance, in Eng­
land, l.ord Farringdon, presiding at
the annua! meeting of the Great Cen­
tral Railway Company in April past,
told his shareholders that the wage
bill of the railway had risen from
£2,432,000 in 1913 to £7,900,000, an
increase of £5,468,000 and that every
other item of outlay showed an ad­
vance of a startling character. “As a
controlled undertaking,” said Eord
Farringdon, "we have no means of
curtailing this expenditure, but it is
obvious that if the railways are again
to be put upon a commercial basis,
drastic reductions will be essential."
The Chairman of the Northeastern
Railway, at the annual meeting of that
company, said that wages had increas- 
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cd from four million pounds in 1913
to thirteen millions, a rise of 225 per
cent. Tlie increase on some Scottish
lines was, he said, as high as 310 per
cent. Mr. Fane Vernon, presiding at
the annual meeting of the Great Nor­
thern railway Company of Ireland es­
timated a wage increase on Irish lines
of from about .-£1,500,000 in 1913 to
upwards of .£5,300,000 in 1912, a rise
of nearly 300 per cent. “I need not
say," was his comment, "that when
the Irish railways are returned at the
expiration of control to their owners,
they will be, as a whole, unable to pay
these enormous wages. In fact, some
of them may not be able to pay even
their working expenses.

Take the Canadian railways, in the
same way. For the six years tht>
gross cost of operating them increased
by $2-10,000,000 to $250,000,000. Wage
increases represent a gross addition­
al annual payment of $125,000,000, or
$140,000, while the cost of supplies re­
present an additional amount of S100,-
000,000, annually. Hon. Dr. Reid, Min­
ister of Railways at Ottawa, in his
speech on the railway situation, on
March 1.7, stated that of every dollar
earned by the Canadian railways 75
cents is paid out in wages, and 20cts.
for coal, leaving only five cents to
meet all other items of expenditure,
which require 29 cents, and to meet
these he had to draw on the Canadian
Treasury for seventy million dollars.

Mr. Dunn, too, writing of the Ameri­
can railways, says that while the
Government controlled them, they in­
creased the number of employees
nearly 110,000 the first year, and 150,-
000 the second year, so that the lines
when taken back had 260,000 more
men employed on them than when the
Government took them, and that these
were being paid wages of nearly a
billion and a half dollars more than
in 1917, or an increase of 82 per cent.
The operating expenses also increas­
ed during the two years by 80 per 

cent., although the volume of business
done was increased by only five per
cent.

The story of the present condition
of the South African Railways, of
which it is only necessary for me to
say that they are narrow-gauge, like
our own, and like ours also, run
through much unpeopled country, is
briefly, but adequately told in the cur­
rent number of “The Round Table,"
page 709, in these words: “The finan­
cial condition of the railway also give
cause for anxiety. Under the Act of
Union the 11,000 miles of line control­
led by the Government are financed
separately from other branches of the
administration. Railways have to be
run on business principles, and not, as
in the past history of the South Af­
rican colonies, as sources of revenue
to the State and prolific source eft
quarrel between States. The past
year’s working has resulted in a defi­
cit of £591,000, making a total accu­
mulated deficit for the period 1916-21
of £2,138,000. Passenger fares and
goods (freight) rates have been rais­
ed to the limit of payability, and yet
the railways are not paying the full
interest on capital expenditure al­
ready incurred. The coal-owners of
Natal and Transvaal allege that their
export trade has been strangled by
the high railway rates, and that ship­
ping has been driven off the Cape
route in consequence. Since the coal
strike has come to a head in Great
Britain, however, rates for export and
bunker coal have been reduced dras­
tically in the hope that the revival of
export trade will make up any loss
due to the reduction.”

For part of the data respecting the
Australian railways I refer to an ar­
ticle in the Montreal Star of March 5,
by Mr. Payne, the Canadian railway­
statistician already quoted. He says
that “the financial condition of the
Australian railways was very bad,
they confronting increasing deficits 
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and reduced traffic. To pay interest
on a capital cost per mile of line al­
most Identical with our own (Canad­
ian), the Australian railways have to
charge tolls more than twice as high
as ours, and they do not earn nearly
enough to pay the bill.” To supple­
ment this the London Times of April
2, has an article describing the work
of a commission of experts then sit­
ting at Melbourne working out a
scheme for the uniting of the various
railway gauges of the country, for
there aie three of these. Victoria and
South Australia have 5,216 miles of
wide gauge—that is 5 feet 3 inches.
New South Wales and the Common­
wealth Railways have 6,062 miles of
standard gauge—or 4 feet 8% inches,
Queensland, South Australia, West
Australia, and the Commonwealth
Railways through these provinces
have —.120 miles of narrow gauge—3
feet 6 in. Therefore, it is not sur­
prising to find a recent eminent Eng­
lish traveller, Capt. D. W. Pearce, F.
R S.S., saying that “the Australian
railways present a worse plague to
Australia than the drouth.”

This review deals with the railways
of the whole English-speaking world,
and it shows that everywhere the rail­
ways ' are approaching if not viewing
bankruptcy. Dealing specially with
Canada and United States of America,
where the conditions more closely ap­
proach our own, than anywhere else,
I find from Mr. Payne’s figures that
Canada has a mile of railway to every
195 people, and America one to every
404, while if we figure Newfoundland’s
population at 270,000, with a mileage
of 900, this country has a mile of rail­
way to every 300 people. That is to
say, we have a greater proportionate
mileage of railway than the United
States; and if we take European
countries, France with only a mile
to every 1347 persons, Britain with but
one to every 1943 persons, and Ger­
many with one to every 2098, the dis­

parity becomes more and more pro­
nounced. Let us look at a few more
comparisons. Canada gets back 77
cents in rovenue for every dollar she
expends on her Government railways;
we ger back only 50 cents. Canada’s
railway deficit represents a tax of $9
a bead on her people; our deficit, for
a. much poorer country, represents a
tax of ?6 a head.

HON. SIR P. T. McGRATH.—Mr.
President, when I closed Friday af­
ternoon I had completed my review
of the condition of what I may call
the foreign railways, and it showed
them to be generally in such a de­
crepit condition that some amongst us
thought our railroad very satisfac­
tory by comparison. I am sorry, how­
ever, to have to dispel this view be­
cause, as I see it, our position is cer­
tainly worse than that of any other
country in regard to its railways, for
the reason that whereas most of the
railways in the other1 countries I re­
ferred to paid their way, and some
earned dividends before the war, ours
from the very outset was operated at
a loss, and never paid its way. By all
the logic of facts we should never
have built a railway, if we expected it
to pay as a commercial proposition,
but I maintain that we could not be
till this day without railways, depend­
ing, for instance, on connection with
Conception Bay by the old coach to
Portugal Cove and a steamer to Har­
bor Grace, and that we were as much
entitled to have a railway as to have
other public utility, provided we kept
within bounds. Possibly we over­
built in late years, but if so, we sinned
in good company. Editor Dunn, of the
“Chicago Railway Age,” whom I have
already quoted, says that America
built, between 1901 and 1911, no less
than 52,000 miles of railroad, a larger
mileage than the whole existing rail­
road system of any other country in
the world at the time. Mr. Payne, of
Ottawa, whom I also quoted, says that
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Canada within the same period built
12,000 miles of railroad and we, be­
tween 1909 and 1917, built 291 miles;
the Bonavista branch 89; the Heart’s
Content branch 43; the Bay de Verde
branch 104. But these were no bur­
dens, as I shall presently show. My
second point is that with the existing
condition of depression throughout
the world, with the poor times ahead
of this country, the loss of traffic by
the railroad system, the competition
of steamers, which will probably be
keener than ever, the burden of carry­
ing the railroad must be almost un­
bearable. Messrs. Coaker and Hall,
in tlteir report, estimate only half the
traffic for this year of last year, and
the Customs Returns of imports show
that these will be shorter than in
probably any year since the Bank
Crash. My third point is that large
sums will be necessary to rehabili­
tate the railroad, and that neither
the Reids nor the Government is able
to get the money to provide these
betterments. The Reids are confes­
sedly bankrupt as to the railways, and
the Colony is not much better off. In
a report by Mt. Hall, the Govern­
ment Engineer, to Mr. Halfyard, Col­
onial Secretary in the Lloyd Cabinet,
in April, 1919, quoted by the Premier
in the Lower House in discussing this
Bill, and which was tabled here Fri­
day in response to my request, Mr.
Hall made an estimate of better­
ments he considered necessary, run­
ning into millions, the cost to be dis­
tributed between the Government and
the contractor, but owing to hard
times, neither has been able nor is
likely to be able to get the necessary
funds for many years to come.

My fourth point is that the idea of
shutting down the Branch railways to
effect a saving is a delusion. I know
our good friend opposite (Hon. Dr.
Campbell) thinks the branch railways
are the cause of the whole trouble. 

but I can undertake to prove that the
cause of the collapse must be looked
for somewhere else than in what he
called the Morris Branch Railways,
about which he said here Friday that
the Government was at its wits end
to get the money to pay the interest
on them and to meet their other obli­
gations. 1 would remind him that
these railways *are no more Morris
railways than Squires railways, be­
cause the present Premier was a
member of the Morris party and voted
for them, and equally they are no
more Morris railways than Gibbs rail­
ways, because our hon. friend (Hon.
Mr. Gibbs) was a member of the Mor­
ris Cabinet which negotiated them.
But I will add this that neither Gibbs
nor Squires need be ashamed of hav­
ing voted for them, or need feel that
by doing so they imposed any burden
on the country whatever. Another
document tabled here Friday in re­
sponse to my request was a statement
made by Contractor Reid to Colonial
Secretary Halfyard in April, 1919,
making certain propositions -with re­
gard to the railroad in which he gave
the following table showing the ex­
penses of operating the road, the
earnings therefrom, and the loss on
operation for every year from 1903 up
to 1913, and for the last three years I
take the figures from a statement
tabled by the Premier last week. This
table shows, if it shows anything, that
the branch railways were not the
cause of the collapse. The loss on
operating the railroad system in 1917,
with all the branches going, was only
$141,000, while the loss in 1907, ten
years previously, with none of these
branches built, was 5154,000. Nor was
this an exceptional condition as the
figures show. Here is the statement:

Year
ending
June 30 Expenses Earnings Loss
1903 .. $822,211 $729,928 $92,283
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1904 522,600 430,970 91,630
1905 523,962 414,476 109,485
1906 556,591 444,774 111,817
1907 602,303 448,147 154,534
1908 620,303 468,180 152,123
1909 601,314 530,666 70,648
1910 608,845 589,683 19,762
1911 648,103 614,273 33,830
19)2 755,514 622,076 133,438
1913 861,620 725,520 136,100
1914 972,773 766,582 206,191
1915 878,628 677,966 200,662
1916 977,786 810,671 167,115
1917 .. 1,231,976 1,091,887 141,089
19)8 .. 1,584,668 .1,238,229 346,440
1919 .. 2,153,000 1,465,000 688,000
1920 .. 2,767,000 1,432,000 1,335,000
1921 .. 3,148,000 1,498,000 1,650,000

It shows that during the whole
fourteen years 1903 to 1917 the de'
Licit never much exceeeded $150,000,
except in 1913-14 and in 1914-15, in
both of which years it went to $200,-
000, but the explanation is simple.
The first year the Reid Company was
operating a daily express service and
running 2 boats across Cabot Strait.
My hon. friend says this was an elec­
tion kite but he can hardly be serious.
Poes he suggest that the Reids went
to Scotland twelve months before
that and built the Lintrose, a sister
ship of the Bruce, at a cost of $200,-
000 as an election kite? I say this very
question proves that the hon. gentle­
man has got a wrong idea of this pro­
blem entirely. The Reids started the
daily train and built the Lintrose to
ply with the Bruce as part of their
deliberate policy of development in
this country, and but for the war I
believe these trains and steamers
would be running yet. The explana­
tion of the loss of $200,000 in 1914-15
is that it was the first year of the
war, when the bottom dropped out of
everything, but in 1916-17, when trade
became brisk again, the deficits were
reduced and in the latter year, as I
say, the loss was down to $140,000.

The real cause of the collapse of the
railway is what has happened in the
past four years, the enormous in­
crease in the losses during that period,
for which no explanation, certainly no
explanation satisfactory to me, has
yet been given. If the foregoing fig­
ures prove anything they prove that
the branch railways are not the
cause of the collapse. In my opinion’
the least profitable section of the en­
tire railroad system is that from Mil­
lertown Junction across the Topsails,
where no man lives and where noth­
ing is produced.

It is now rather the fashion to
decry our railways and say that the
whole system ought to be abandoned,
but it should be remembered that
every public man and every political
party in the country was identified
with railways. Indeed, as long ago
as 1875 a joint committee of the Leg­
islature recommended the building of
a railroad through the interior to
Hall's Bay to develop our copper
areas, and some of the leading mer­
chants of our country were members
of the committee and signed the re­
commendation. Every public man for
the past forty years, Whiteway w’ith
the original railways, Thorburn with
the Placentia branch, Winter with
the 1898 contract, Bond with the 1901
contract, and Morris with the branch­
es in 1909, subscribed to the policy
of railways, and as our hon. friend,
(Mr. Shea) says, any man in this
country who. opposed railways any
time the past quarter-century would
have been looked upon as a public
enemy. While I am on this feature
of the question I would say that the
estimate of the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Shea), that the railroad cost thirty
million dollars is somewhat excessive.
Our total debt is fifty-one million
dollars, including the six millions
which the Premier raised recently.
We know absolutely that our war 
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obligations amount to about sixteen
millions and i£ thirty millions are
added for the railroad it would mean
forty-six millions, leaving only five
million dollars to represent all the
other public properties and outlays in
this country, public buildings, roads,
bridges, marine works, lighthouses,
thousands of miles of telegraph line,
etc. I think he ■will agree that his
figure is excessive and that twenty-
five million dollars would more like­
ly represent it. This, however, is
bad enough; at any rate in these
times when it is so difficult to get
money for any purpose and the bur­
den of interest which it involves, say
a million and a quarter dollars, esti­
mating the interest all round at five
per cent., is a formidable obstacle to
the country’s progress just now. But
we must remember that only a few
years ago we could face it cheerfully,
and the day may not be far away
when we can face it cheerfully again.
The outlay which is disturbing me is
the expenditure of another million
and a half dollars a year to operate
the railway, an utterly impossible ex­
penditure in my opinion. I say that
deliberately, and would point out that
for us to find a million and a half
dollars a year to put into the opera­
tion of the railroad means, in other
words, the providing of a surplus in
revenue to that amount every year.
The biggest surplus we ever had in
Newfoundland before the war was in
1911-12, of 9211,000, to which good
times and the building of the branch
railways contributed not a little. To­
day we are facing a deficit in revenue.
The Premier’s estimate in his Budget
Speech was that he could about make
two ends meet, but he figured for an
increase of revenue which he can now
have no hope whatever of realizing.
He estimated to get forty per cent.
more revenue through the Custom
House by new taxes than he got last
year. The fact is that so far he is 

thousands of dollars below last year’s
figures, not to speak of getting any­
thing extra, and a continuance of this
condition of affairs for a very few
months spells, to my mind, absolute
bankruptcy. I know it will be said
that the Government has the money
in hand and earmarked from the last
loan to meet this call for operating
the railroad, but I believe that the
Government will soon have to break
into that money to get the necessary
funds to carry on the public service.

Therefore, I cannot support this
Bill. I believe, in the first place, that
for the reasons I have just stated, it
means bringing bankruptcy for the
Colony appreciably nearer. I oppose
it in the second place because it is
absolutely unbusinesslike, because no
business man would be a party to a
scheme of this kind by which he
would find the money and somebody
else expend it without his control or
supervision. I think last year’s ar­
rangement was better than this, be­
cause it provided for somebody on
the Railroad Commission to represent
the Government. There was the Gov­
ernment Engineer, with a good prac­
tical experience, who could at any
rate report what was being done. Now
we have nobody. We give the Reids
a blank cheque for a million and a
half dollars and we say “Go ahead
and spend this money on the rail­
road!” We ask no questions and im­
pose no limitations as to how it is to
he spent, provided, of course, it is
spent legitimately. I oppose it in the
next place because we have no in­
formation regarding the railway, no
explanation of the cause of the enor­
mous increase in operating costs of
the railway the past few years. I
have in my hand a statement of rail­
way statistics tabled by the Premier
in the other House a few days ago,
which 1 have analysed to some ex­
tent. Perhaps the House will bear
with me while I quote some of the 
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figures It exhibits. Between 1904 and
1921 the earnings o£ the road increas­
ed three and a half times, from
$430,000 to 81,493,000. In the same
period the expenses increased six
times, from $522,000 to $3,143,000. The
cost of conducting transportation has
grown more than seven times, from
$224,000 to $1,652,000, while mainten­
ance of way and structures has cost
six times as much, from $121,000 to
$757,000. Maintaining rolling stock
has increased nine times, from $62,000
to $558,000, but general expenses—
whatever they mean—have grown
hardly one and a half times, from $99,-
000 to $140,000, save for a jump to
$347,000 in 1919-20, the last year un­
der Reid management, an expenditure
so abnormal that I should like to
have it explained. The cost of agents
and station service is swollen eight
and a half times, from $40,000 to $342,-
000, but that of station supplies has
grown only one and a half times, from
$40,000 to $26,000. This, I may say,
is the only item in the list that I can
understand. When we remember that
in 1904 the Morris branch lines had
not been started, and allow for the
stations on 290 miles of branches and
the higher cost of supplies, this figure
seems about right, but all the others
are to me unexplainable. For instance,
the cost of train service—I do not
know what it means—jumped fourteen
and a half times, from $8,000 to $115,-
000. The pay of engineers and fire­
men advanced nearly six times, from
$31,000 to $176,000, then fuel for loco­
motives rose nearly ten times, from
$80,000 to $758,000, while the cost per
ton shows only a fourfold increase,
from $3.85 to $14.00. The whole pay
roll advanced seven and a half times,
from $241,000 to $1,769,000. But no
figures exist, or at any rate have been
made public, as to the increase in the
number of employees. Last year the
pay roll under Government operation

Increased to $1,625,000, from $1,315,-
000 the previous year under Reid op­
eration, an advance of roughly 25 per
cent. The most appalling figures are
that in 1920 the total earnings were
but $1,432,000 and the pay roll was
$1,324,000. In other words, out of
every dollar the railroad earned 99
cents had to be taken for the pay roll,
and to pay the other expenses, am­
ounting to $1,335,000, the Reids had to
break into their private funds and ob­
tain the money from there. Even
worse, though, is the position for last
year. The total earnings amounted to
only $1,498,000 or, in round figures,
one and a half million dollars, while
the pay roll amounted to $1,769,000,
an increase of nearly $300,000. That
means that the whole earnings of the
railroad last year only sufficed to pay
eighty cents to the dollar of the
wages of the men employed and that
for the remaining twenty cents, and
also for the whole of the rest of the
expenses of operation, the necessary
amount, nearly a million and a half,
had to be obtained from the public
treasury.

Again, maintenance of ways and
structures increased from $545,000 to
$767,000, an advance of $212,000, or
over 40 per cent. Maintenance of
rolling stock increased by $68,000, or
from $490,000 to $558,000, roughly
fourteen per cent. The cost of agents
and station service increased from
$285,000 to $342,000, or by $57,000, an
increase of 12 per cent. The cost of
train service more than doubled—
from $53,000 to $115,000. The fuel for
locomotives advanced from $590,000 to
$158,000, an increase of $168,000 or
over twenty-five per cent., while the
cost of coal per ton went up only
fifty cents. Last, but by no means the
least, and an illustration of the way
things were developing, oil, waste, etc.,
which cost $11,000 in 1919-20 under
Reid management, cost just $22,000, or 
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twice as much a year later under Gov­
ernment management.

Then, in a statement submitted by
Mr. Hall, the Government Engineer,
to Colonial Secretary Halfyard in
April, 1919, in which he discussed the
necessary betterments for the road
and how they were to be provided, a
matter of some million dollars, the
cost of which he distributed between
the Government and the contractor, he
urged that ten locomotives, fifty flat
cars, and 111) box cars be procured.
Last year the Government ordered six
locomotives. Mr. Hall in his memoran­
dum estimated the locomotives would
cost $27,000 apiece, but the ones the
government got last year cost about
?50,000 apiece, or twice as much.
Then, as to flat cars, all of these were
built but none of the box cars were
built. Seeing that his recommendation
was for only 50 flat cars and 110 box
cars, the logical conclusion would be
that the box cars were twice as neces­
sary as the flat cars, but the flat cars
to carry lumber and such like were
provided while the box cars which
would carry provisions, groceries, dry
goods, etc., were disregarded alto­
gether. I would like to have the ex­
planation, and I think the country
ought to know why all these expenses
have been incurred, why there has
been such an increase and what is the
explanation of the tremendous ad­
vance of the cost of operating the road
the past four years.

In my opinion the first necessity
now is to have a thorough investiga­
tion and a full report on all this
Some of the questions that ought to be
answered by such an inquiry is as fol­
lows: Is the work under the branch
line construction completed and if not,
what is the value of what remains un­
done? Did the Railway Commission
operate the Reid steamers last year,
and if not, why did they put boilers,
shafts, and other improvements into 

some of the boats? If the steamers
were not included, why is operation
expected to be so costly this year with
part of the line shut down? Why did
Messrs. Coaker and Hall in their re­
port say they spent liberally on ties,
ballast, locomotives, and on steamers
last year, and yet with none of this to
be done and a curtailed operation, why
do we need to put up a million and a
half dollars this year? Why does the
Government not have Mr. Hall or
somebody else on the Commission to
see that the money is properly ex­
pended?

What items are included in these in­
creased costs which the Colony might
fairly challenge if a statement of the
issues between it and the Reids had
to go before an arbitral or judicial
tribunal. Are the expenditures for
which we are to repay Reid at the
end of fifty years included in the es­
timate of losses on the railway? What
is meant by "losses on operation?"
Who is to decide what is legitimately
operating and what is capital outlay?
I do not mean by this inquiry to sug­
gest that our money will be made
away with, but I say that any legiti­
mate work on the railway can be
charged to operation and great im­
provements made in the road which
the Reids may expect to get back into
their hands under new conditions in
a year or two.

Then, I contend there ought to be a,
new deal, a new contract with the
Reid Company. The present 1901 con­
tract ought to be terminated. A form­
al default ought to be enforced and an
entirely new arrangement ought to be
made. No man really desirous of the
country’s future welfare should want
to cripple the Reids. They have large
commercial and industrial interests
here. They have big enterprises in St.
John’s. They have great quantities
of land throughout the country, they
may develop great labor-giving enter­
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prises in the future. Therefore we
ought not to lightly overthrow them,
but we ought to insist that the country
gets a square deal. Twenty years ago
we made this, contract with the Reids
to operate the railroad for fifty years.
World conditions, for which they are
in no way responsible, have made it
impossible for them to carry out that
contract. The country ought not to be
so unreasonable as to expect them to
do so, but on the other hand it should
not be held to the obligations which
under the contract it accepted on its
part. For the operation of the road
for fifty years we paid the Reids in
land. They have operated for only
twenty years and they say they are in­
solvent, they cannot do it any longer
on the present terms. Therefore, in
equity they are entitled to only two-
fifths of the land, but they have taken
all the land, transferred it to another
Company, and now we cannot get It
back. They say they are justified in
this because they have lost millions in
the operation of the railroad, and I
say that I do not blame them for pro­
tecting themselves in view of the at­
titude of certain members of the Gov­
ernment towards them. But they have
sold some of these lands to the Harms-
worths, to the Timber Estates, and to
other people, and they have projects
pending in regard to other areas, and
at any time, but a fortunate strike in
forest areas, water powers, mines, or
otherwise they can recoup themselves
for all they have lost in the operation
of the railway, but the Colony can
never get back the million and a half
it spent last year, the million and a
half more it is being asked to spend
now, and any money it may spend in
future in helping the Reids to bear the
burden of operation in the meantime.

Therefore, I say we ought to have a
new deal. We are trustees, we in both
Houses of the Legislature, are trus-
tees for the country. We ought to 

hesitate before we spend a dollar
without knowing the why and where­
fore, but yet we are asked to vote now
a million and a half dollars without
any information whatever to justify
it, except the Governments’ explana­
tion that this contract is the best they
could make, and that if the Reids
aren’t given this money they will shut
down the railway altogether. Let us
insist, and let the Government insist,
that the 1901 contract be cancelled,
with all its nightmare of litigation,
financial burdens, claims for arbitra­
tion, and the like, which will hang
over us otherwise for the next fifty
years and increase all the time, and
let us have a new contract suitable to
present day conditions. Another reas­
on why I am opposing this Bill is be­
cause the action I am now advocating,
the making of a new contract, ought
to have been done long ago. The Gov­
ernment was elected to deal with the
Reids on certain lines. I will not dis­
cuss manifestoes or party speeches,
but I will say that a year ago this
question was acute. The House, how­
ever, was not asked to deal with it,
but was only asked to vote for a loan
to help provide the Reids with rolling
stock, and not a word was said about
operation. But then, after the House
closed, the Government, without any
authority from the country or the
legislature, made an arrangement to
finance the Reids and give them a mil­
lion and a half dollars to pay their
bills for working the railroad during
the past twelve months.

Then this session opened and
went through a normal term, and I
believe would have closed without
tackling this problem, even in its
present fashion, only that the' Opposi­
tion insisted on some action being
taken. Notice of suspension of rules
was given in the other House about
two months ago, the idea being to
close it by June 21st. If that policy 
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had been carried out this arrange­
ment would not have been made with
the Legislature in session, but private­
ly by the Government afterwards.
This, to my mind, was not giving the
country a square deal. Three or four
Premiers in the past have dealt with
large questions right after their elec­
tion without any delay. For instance,
Whiteway in 1893 put through the
contract, after his election, to continue
the railroad across the country and
operate it for ten years. Winter and
Morine in 1898, with our honorable
friend, Mr. Shea, a member of the Ex­
ecutive, elected in November, nego­
tiated and enacted the contract of
that year in the following February.
Bond in 1901, with a piandate from
the country to destroy that contract,
negotiated two new ones, the first not
being acceptable to a large element in
the country, and another becoming
necessary. In 1905 Bond again, after
coming from an election, put through
the big Harmsworth deal now bearing
shape in the mills at Grand Falls.
Morris in 1909, with a mandate from
the country, put through the Branch
Railway contract and in 191-1, after
his second election, did the same with
the Carbide enterprise for Bay of Is­
lands, though as a result of the war
and for other reasons it has not come
to anything yet. The present Govern­
ment, however, evaded this issue at
the last session and now offer us only
a temporary expedient instead of a
permanent settlement.

A year ago in an informal confer­
ence with us of this House, had with
Premier in the room outside, for the
introduction of last year’s railway
legislation, so that we might get the
whole subject explained to us briefly
and then put the bill through all its
stages without formal discussion in
here, we were informed that a Can­
adian Engineer would be brought in
to superintend repair work, and other 

undertakings connected with the rail­
way and that an English lawyer skill­
ed in company law would be brought
here to unravel all our past railway
contracts and their relation to each
other. Neither of these things has
been done and no real attempt has
been made, so far as we know at any
rate, by the Government to deal with
this question, until the Government
was forced into action by a refusal of
the Opposition to allow the House to
be closed without something being
done. We are told now that offers
were made to the Opposition to join
with the Government in dealing with
the problem, but that the Opposition
refused. I do not know the reasons
which actuated the Opposition for so
doing, but I repeat what I have al­
ready said, that I can readily believe
that the Opposition did not want to
involve themselves in this complica­
tion which the Government had creat­
ed and which they ought to get out of,
Then Sir George Bury was brought
here, but I do not take his report ser­
iously, for he simply adopted Mr.
Hall’s report two or three weeks pre­
viously, and the money we paid Sir
George Bury is money thrown away.
I do not mean to question his capabil­
ities as a railroad man, but I say he
came here in the middle of the sum­
mer, stayed only two or three days,
when he saw the railroad and every­
thing connected with it at its best,
whereas, in my opinion, the time to
get a man here to study the railroad
problem would be in the winter, when
the present difficulties would have to
be faced. Another thing is that we
did not need a man to come here and
tell us to make a temporary agree­
ment with the Reids to carry on the
road for another twelve months. What
we wanted was a man to give us some
permanent solution of the problem,
something that we could deal with 
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and say “well, the railroad problem
will not worry us any more for years.”

Our Hon. friend (Dr. Campbell)
says the Governments’ interests will
be looked after by the new General
Manager. This I submit is altogether
a mistaken idea. The new General
Manager will be engaged by the Reids,
wil be paid by the Reids, (out of our
money I admit) and will be discharg­
ed by the Reids if he does not obey
their orders. He will not be respon­
sible to the Government or to the
Colony. If the Government was bring­
ing in a man like Sir George Bury, or
some other Canadian railroader and
putting him in charge for four or five
years and backing him 'with money
to see what he could do, it would be
a different matter, because he would
have a free hand. But this General
Manager coming here subject to the
Reid directorate, will not be half as
good as John Powell, and the money
paid him will be simply wasted. I
have no rhetorical flourish to end
with! I simply repeat that I cannot
vote for this bill, because to me, it
means the last push needed to send
the country speeding down the decliv­
ity that leads to bankruptcy and all
the evils that will follow in its trail,
and I regret that the Government has
not been able to offer the Legislature
and the country some more satisfac­
tory solution of the question than this
bill embodies.

MONDAY, August 1.
The House met at 4 o'clock.
“An Act for the Ratification of the

Contract with the Pulp and Paper
Corporation of America,” and “An Act
respecting Fishery Supplies for the
current season” passed the third read­
ing.

The Committee on the Neglected,
Dependent, and Delinquent Children
Bill rose and reported the bill with
some amendment and by consent of 

the House the said bill was then read
a third time, passed and ordered sent
to tho Assembly requesting concur­
rence in said amendment.

Second reading of the Railway Bill.
HON. F. McNAMARA.—Mr. Presi­

dent I am quite aware of the fact that
on account of this railway bill being
a money measure that this House has
no power over it, and it therefore
follows that anything we may say
here regarding it will be of little ef­
fect. However, I cannot let this op­
portunity pass without registering
my protest against this Act which
calls for the allocation of the large
amount of one and a half million
dollars for the carrying out of the
Government’s ideas on our railway
problem. It is admitted that there
was a loss of $1,625,000 on the rail­
road operated last year by the Gov­
ernment Commission, and this loss
as well as the recommendation of Sir
George Bury is given as the princi­
pal reason for asking for the large
sum of money (one and a half million
dollars for the carrying out of the
Government’s ideas on our railway
problem. It is admitted that there
was a loss of $1,625,000 on the rail­
road operated last year by the Gov­
ernment Commission, and this loss
as well as the recommendation of Sir
George Bury is given as the princi­
pal reason for asking for the large
sum of money (one and a half million
dollars) from the public treasury to­
day. The hon. leader of the Govern­
ment stated in his address yesterday
that there were three propositions to
be considered in connection with our
railway problem. He admitted that
the Reid Nfld. Co. had met the end of
their resources and were unable and
unwilling to continue operations
without assistance. The Government
would have to continue as last year or
the railway would be closed down.
Two of these propositions of course 
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were impossible namely closing down
or operating by Government control.
There was apparently only one other
thing to do and that was to make
some arrangements with the Reid
Nfld. Co. to carry on our railroad
service. The hon. leader of the Gov­
ernment also stated that all the Op­
position did in connection with this
measure was to criticise it and find
fault with it in all its moods and ten­
ses, and regretted that after being
invited by the Government to confer
on the matter that they refused to
have any meeting on this problem. I
submit that the Opposition were per­
fectly justified in not giving their
■ideas to the Government, and were
further justified in advocating an ap­
peal to the people on the matter be­
fore subjecting every family in the
country to a tax of 530.00 per annum
on account of this railway trouble.

I consider it a most abject display
of weakness on the part of the Gov­
ernment' to admit that they would
invite or even consider the ideas of
the Opposition on this railway bill,
and further claim that even if the
Opposition consented to confer with
the Government on this matter, and
if everything did not go satisfactorily
they would be blamed for any trou­
ble that might ensue, as they were
blamed in the case of the fishery
regulations for not opposing that
measure. It will be admitted that
the most important part of this bill
is the money part of it. We are
asked here to acquiesce in the vot­
ing of one and a half million dollars
for the estimated loss on the railway
operations for the next twelve
months. I do not think that it is
fair, right or just to ask for this
large amount of one and a half mil­
lion dollars for this year’s estimated
loss as last year’s railway opera­
tions, and this year’s operations will
not be parallel cases. To begin with 

the sum of $153,000 was spent last
year snow fighting. All or nearly all
of this amount should be saved this
year according to the new schedule
with the winter cross-country service
abandoned. Then again the railway
service is practically cut in two—■
wages have been reduced—the staff
of men employed is being lessened
from daj' to day by the Reid Nfld. Co. i
then add to all these the fact that the
cost of coal is much lower in price
than last year, I therefore cannot see
why this large amount of $1,500,000
was named as the probable loss on
this year’s railway problem. The
Government by agreeing to pay loss­
es up to one and a half million dol­
lars on railway operations have prac­
tically handed the Reid Nfld. Co. a
cheque for this amount, and have said
‘here take this money, go on with the
railway, slash away with this allow­
ance as long as it will last, but be
very careful with your own funds
because if you spend anything in ex­
cess of this allocation it will have to
be paid back to the Treasury later
on by your corporation.’

I submit that this is a very un­
businesslike bargain and as there is
no incentive to economy the chances
are that no economy will be prac­
tised and the country will very likely
be called upon to stand for the full
amount of one and a . half million
dollars at the expiration of this con­
tract, this time next year. Section
4 of this Act reads as follows: "The
Government shall pay the actual loss
of operating the railway during the
term of this agreement provided that
should the loss exceed the sum of one
and a half million dollars such ex­
cess shall be borne by the company.
The payments by the Government
shall be made in such manner as may
be agreed upon between the parties
hereto.” I claim that the second sen­
tence in this Section is too loosely 
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worded and not at all fair to the in­
terests of the dominion. The pay­
ments instead of being made ‘iri such
manner as may be agreed between
the parties hereto,' should be made
monthly, and at the end of every
month the R. N. Co. should be made
furnish a detailed statement of every
dollar spent during the month. They
should also submit a statement of
the number of men employed, and all
other particulars of operation so that
we may have a strict and accurate
account of the cost and maintenance
of our railway service. This is
only what any business concern
would ask under similar circumstan­
ces and the Government in the public
interest should demand these particu­
lars, otherwise there will be no
(Fnish of McNamara comes in here.)
means of keeping track of this large
expenditure. In connection with this
matter I may add that I intend sug­
gesting an amendment to this clause
as soon as the House goes into com­
mittee on this measure. Section S
reads: “No salary or fee shall be
paid to any director of the company
for services in connection with the
operation of the R. R. except with the
approval of the Government in Coun­
cil." Of course it is hard to expect
any men with common sense to take
this section seriously. Does the
Government think that the directors
of the railway are going to put in
their time and services without any
remuneration—why the thing is sim>
ply ridiculous.

Instead of making this issue
cloudy and misleading, the Govern­
ment should be manly and come right
out and state exactly what they are
going to pay the directors of this
company for their services, and not,
later on, do it in the very conveni­
ent way of “by Minute of Council.”
When the Railway Deal of 1898 was
made law 23 years ago, the total rev­

enue of this country then was very
much under two million dollars, and
here we are to-day practically voting
away the full amount of the revenue
of that date to maintain this service.
If it were stated at the time
this 1898 Railroad Deal was going
through that in twenty years it will
take all 1898’s revenue to run the rail­
way later on, you can imagine the hue
and cry that would be raised through­
out the island. Still we are voting this
amount to-day with complacency, and
there is hardly a word said about it
by the tax payers, who have to ul­
timately find this money. If the Gov­
ernment are really sincere in this rail­
way business, and if they have any re­
gard for the funds of the Dominion
they should practice economy, and cut
this service to the bone. To begin with
I would disontinue the Bay de Verde,
Bonavista and Trepassey branches al­
together—we have Coastal steamers
both North and West which can serve
these points very satisfactorily. In ad­
dition to this there are lots of schoon­
ers and freighters that can be employ­
ed and which public enterprise will
find if circumstances should warrant
it. Placentia and Argentia would be
served sufficiently I submit with a
tri-weekly instead of a daily service.
Hon. Dr. Campbell stated yesterday
that the Branch Railways cost us 11
million dollars and that they were
“bringing us down.” This is the best
argument I can adduce coming from
a member of the Executive in favour
of reducing the service as much as
possible and I hope he will show his
consistency by supporting my ideas
for further curtailment of our R. R.
facilities under our present circum­
stances. I view this R. R. problem
very seriously and look upon it as a
most portenteous measure and shall
record my vote against its enactment.

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN.—I think
it is a very stupid thing to shut down 



164 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

the branch railways. As Sir Patrick
McGrath has demonstrated that these
branches have not been the cause of
all the trouble, but have been a source
of revenue to the main line. If the
Reids had attended to their business,
it would not have been so bad as it
is to-day. What is the Government
going to do with Bonavista in Febru­
ary and March if they close down that
branch? It is the most badly managed
of all the lines, and the Reids have
enough men on it to run three
branch lines, but they don’t do it right.
When it was blocked last winter they
sent a few men along in a caboose
to shovel the line to Bonavista and
when they had it shovelled, it was
filled up again, when if they had put
out men at Clarenville, Trinity, Prince­
ton, Port Rexton and Catalina, it
could have been all done in one day.
Why should the Reids get a million
and a half dollars to carry on their
business when I have to run mine
without any such support? Why-
should they be protected any more
than the merchant who is supplying?
If they cannot run it without going
bankrupt, then let them go bankrupt.
We should never have had a railway
at all. We could never afford it, but
now we have it, do not kill the goose
that lays the golden egg by cutting
out the branches. Last year we had a
Government Commission running it
and they showed up very badly. I do
not agree with Hon. Mr. McNamara as
regards cutting out the branches; at
least as far as the Bonavista branch is
concerned. You cannot get steamers
to Bonavista in the winter. The Gov­
ernment who built it must have seen
some good in it or they would not have
built it. It runs through better coun­
try than the road to Port aux Bas­
ques, tvhich is no good at all except
to bring down travellers who sell us
shoddy goods and go around the coun­
try filling up every store with rotten 

merchandise. We could have lived
another 50 years without the railway,
but now we have it I do not see why
the Reids cannot be kept up to their
contract. If I understand it rightly
all the Reid’s paying industries have
been transferred to somebody else.
Was the Government asleep when all
that was going on? They must all
have been dunderheads. I am very
sorry we are up against such trouble,
but now that we are, do not allow
people to hoodwink us. However, it
is not much use talking about it as
we cannot change this bill as it is a
money bill.

HON. MR. GIBBS.—Before the bill
Is read a second time I would like to
make a few observations in relation
to some of the criticisms against it.
The last two gentlemen who have
spoken and their remarks show how
divergent their views are. One hon.
gentleman says the branch lines
should be shut down and another says
they should be operated. As really
they’ are feeders for the main line,
with some of the criticisms indulged
in I thoroughly agree and with some
of the remarks of the hon. gentleman
who spoke at length I agree also and
that is that we should endeavour to
make an entirely new contract in con­
nection with the operation and main­
tenance of the railway in this coun­
try. . I believe that is the only and
true solution of the difficulty. But
we are faced with the fact that the
contractor is unable to operate the
railway without assistance from the
Government. There is no gainsaying
that fact and as the railway is a pub­
lic utility and must be maintained for
the public use, no Government could
entertain the idea of Allowing it to
close down. Unfortunately for us
here that development which the con­
tractor anticipated did not take place
in this country.

The debate was here adjourned until 
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to-morrow, Tuesday, August 2nd at
4 o’clock.

TUESDAY, August 2.
The House met at 4, pursuant to

adjournment. -
Second reading of Railway Bill.
HON. MR. GIBBS.—When speaking

to this motion yesterday, Mr. Presi­
dent, I referred to the fact that the
excellent speech of my friend, Sir Pat­
rick McGrath did not offer any bet­
ter solution to the railway question
than the Bill before us. It is the same
with the Opposition. They have no
alternative proposal which would
more efficiently help this Colony in
connection with this railway policy.
The hon. gentleman expressed the
opinion that the bill means bankrupt­
cy, that it is simply slashing away
money and that there is nothing to
control the operations of those who
may conduct the railway, but if the
hon. gentleman will look at the bill
he will find that the Company not may
but shall during the time of the agree­
ment operate the road at the mini­
mum cost consistent with giving a
reasonable service. Otherwise it is a
breach of this agreement and parties
committing a breach are liable to
damages. The Government takes pow­
er in the Bill to appoint one or more
auditors who shall have access to the
books and records of the railway and
the right to take copies &c. of ac­
counts in connection with the opera­
tion of the road and determine wheth­
er it is being run economically and
efficiently. Of course I do not pre­
sume to say this is the best measure
that can be put forward,' but it is the
only one that has been brought for­
ward. It has been criticised by the
Opposition in the Lower House . but
they offer no alternative proposal.
The only thing they want is an appeal
to the electorate. Well we all know
how absurd that is. It has been 

known I think for some time past, not
specifically, that the Company has
been in difficulty, and we all regret
that they are, because when they un­
dertook the operation of the road they
made a sincere, determined and I be­
lieve honest effort to operate it effi­
ciently and well, and because the de­
velopment they hoped for has not
taken place the road has not paid as
they expected it would, and this is re­
grettable because the success of this
country is bound up in the railway
and the operations of the Reid Nfld.
Co. I had proposed to go into some
of the figures in regard to the English
railways as quoted by the hon. gentle­
man, but time is passing and I refrain
from doing so, except to point out to
the hon. gentleman one feature which
he evidently did not take into con­
sideration, namely, that the Govern­
ment gave a guarantee to the share­
holders; and they gave another as
well, which was that the railways
should perform such Government
work as was required for transport bf
soldiers, stores, munitions, &c., free
of charge, and if they had made a
charge the deficit referred to would
have been wiped out.

I submit that so far as my judgment
goes, there is no other alternative left
for this country but to assist the
Reid Nfld. Co. in a temporary manner
such as this bill proposes in order
that the railway may be operated in
the interests of the trade of this coun­
try. We cannot afford to let it stay
idle and leave 2,500 people who are
employed there idle. There are thou­
sands of others dependent on the rail­
way for their existence and the Gov­
ernment would be compelled to pro­
vide for the maintenance of some
15,000 or 20,000 people. The wage bill
last year was about $1,700,000 and
nearly half of that comes back to the
exchequer in taxation upon the goods
consumed by them, and the Colony 
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meets less than half of the proposed
expenditure.

HON. MR. ANDERSON.—This is a
very momentous bill, probably the
first of its kind to be submitted to this
House. I listened with great plea-
sure to his exhaustive review of the
railway situation of practically the
whole world, and he proved conclu­
sively to my mind at any rate, and I
think to his own, that the railway is
a national utility, and that if private
companies cannot support them
through stress or depression, then it is
up to the nation to give them such as­
sistance as is required to carry on
that national utility. He referred to
the branch lines promised by Sir Ed­
ward Morris in 190S, and since built.
At that time I made a prophecy that
where these branch railways were go­
ing to land this country, they have led
us. The wonderful prophecy has come
to pass, and for a great deal of what
we are paying to-day the branch rail­
ways are to blame. However this
country must have a railway, and we
must not allow it to close down. This
is not the time for politics and one
side fighting with the other. This is
the time for the best of harmony and
co-operation until such time as we gel
the country back to prosperity, we
shall need the railway to bring our
goods to the other centres of industry.
Even supposing we have to make a
present of $1,500,000 to carry on this
great national utility for one year, it
only means at 6%, $90,000 or 35c. per
head of the population. It is good
policy for the Government to make
provision to run the railway at least
for one year at the cost laid down, but
as I said before this is not the time to
pare and cut upon a great national
question suh as the railway. As has
been pointed out, no alternative has
been offered up to the present. 1
hope the Government between now and
next season will seriously consider 

this problem because no greater one
is facing the country at the present
time than that of the railway.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—1
do not want to be put in the position
of taking an extreme view, or posing
as a champion of the Reids or any­
body else. With reference to the
statement that the Reids are “incap­
able, incompetent and useless.” a lot
of people believed that and still be­
lieve it but after all the fact remains
although the Reids suffer from all
these things the fact remains that up
to four years ago, the operation of the
railway was no worse than that of any
other railway in the world except the
C.P.R. I was over the finest railway
in Canada eleven years ago, the Grand
Trunck Pacific, that cost $163,000 a
mile for the prairie section and thertf
were other sections that cost more.
Two of the best railroaders, McKenzie
& Mann who built the Canadian Na­
tional, went broke and the Canadian
Government had to take over the rail­
way as a legacy and meet the losses.
The Grand Trunk, the G. T. Pacific
and the National Trans Continental
from Montreal to Winnipeg has gone
bankrupt and it is only fair to assume
that proper men were chosen to build
and run these railways.

The next thing is “the Reids will
have a barrel of detectives, lawyers,
&c.” If he and his friends in the Gov­
ernment know the Reids are going to
do this, why are they giving him this
money?

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—I made that
remark to - point out their tempera­
mental attitude.

HON. SIR P. McGRATH.—This
money is given to operate the railway
and we put an auditor there to pre­
vent them misusing the money. They
cannot employ lawyers and detectives
with this money. My hon. friend next
talked about eleven millions.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Did you 
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not propose to give it to them in the
National Government?

HON. SIR P. McGRATH.—Which
National Government do you refer to?
Squires was in the National Govern'
ment.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Was it not
the succeeding Government to the
National Government?

HON. SIR P. McGRATH—The first I
heard of the $11,000,000 was quite re'
cently. But after all if the Reids
wanted $11,000,000 to operate the rail­
way was it any worse than for Mr.
Blacksted from some place in Norway
to come here last spring with a pro'
position for us to guarantee the prin­
cipal and interest of §25,000,000? That
is a proposition no Government ought
to entertain for railways or any other
scheme. We have done too much
guaranteeing. I am willing like eV'
crybody else to give a guarantee of
interest to some little struggling local
interest to set it on its feet, but any
outside proposition we should put
aside without any question whatever.
I saw a prospectus with reference to
§11,000,000, I heard discussion about
it; I understand the Government had
it before them. I do not know what

“attitude they took about it. I know
what attitude I would take about it;
the same as regards the Blacksted
proposition. To guarantee principal
and interest is a confession of unbe-
lief in the proposition at the outset.

However in regard to the railway, to
my mind the fatal mistake was in al­
lowing the last twelve months to pass
without anything being done.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—Well I ex­
plained why. The Reids were ap­
proached five months before the ex­
piration of the agreement.

HON. SIR P. McGRATH.—Then he
says we would have to buy the loco­
motives. I do not know about that,
but I do know that a gentleman named

gave the Govern­

ment recently a very strong opinion
as to the Colony’s position in the mat­
ter. However, it all comes down to
this, the thing to do is to make a new
contract, getting rid of the 1901 Con­
tract and the other contracts back to
1893. That is what my hon. friend
would be faced with at every meeting
of the Executive, that every contract
dovetails into the other. The sooner
we can get rid of the ’98 contract and
make a new contract with the Reids,
if possible, but with somebody else,
if not possible, the sooner the better.

. The Committee rose and reported
the bill without amendment. Ordered
that the said bill be read a third time
on to-morrow.

Second reading of the Bill re agree­
ment between the Government and the
D. I. & S. Co. and the N. S. S. & Coal
Co., Ltd.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—This is a
new agreement between these com­
panies recently formed into a merger
for the collection of a royalty on
hematite ore mined at Bell Island. We
may recall that some years ago it was
suggested that if we taxed these
companies it would ruin the enterprise
and they would cease operating here.
I must give credit to some of the late
Government for something. They tried
that out, called the bluff and my hon.
friend Sir Patrick McGrath, negoti­
ated a deal whereby we secrued 7$4c.
a ton for all ore mined on Bell Island.
They stood for it and prospered and
have been thriving very well ever
since. The term was for ten years
and expired in 1920 and we are now
prepared to try them with another
agreement, so that we get 25 cents a
ton for all ore sent to Cape Breton
and Nova Scotia. All ore exported to
foreign market and other ports of
Canada is free and covering that there
is a penalty of ten cents per ton if
they do not fulfil agreements they
have made for; the betterment of con­
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ditions at Bell Island and as set forth
on page three. I would move the Bill
be now read a second time.

The Bill was read a second time.
An Act respecting Warehouse Re­

ceipts.
HON. MR. SHEA.—Mr. President, I

beg to move the second reading of
this Bill which has been recommend­
ed to the Government and this Legis­
lative by the Board of Trade.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—Mr. Presi­
dent, I oppose the second reading of
this Bill. This question was discus­
sed at the Board of Trade, and the
sense of the meeting called was
against this measure. I took the de­
finite position that this Bill was im­
proper and opposed it to the best of
my ability accordingly. So unanim­
ous was the meeting that hardly a
member there but applauded the posi­
tion I took. But in the afternoon it
was quite a different thing. Then
what are we to presume? At that
meeting one Bank manager said,
"This thing has been going on for 2ft
years.’’ I asked him had there ever
been any default and he said, “No."
Well then what is the reason for it
to-day? Simply that we are in such a
position in this country that they are
taking advantage of it to squeeze us
and put a grip around the trade of this
country that we will never get over.
Why should the banks get this? Be­
cause they are banks and we are
afraid of them. Where is the reason
for it and how many does it facilitate
if anybody. The man who cannot con­
duct his business and hasn’t enough
credit to get goods, let him curtail it
and do his business within his means,
and not go to disaster as he is bound,
to do. Are the people who supply,
these merchants and take their notes
going to be subject to put them into
the bank so that the bank will gobble
the whole thing up? Here we have the
case of Ephraim Inkpen & Winsor, 

concrete cases. Out of Inkpen’s es­
tate the creditors got eight cents in
the dollar. One firm in this town lost
$35,000. Of course you will say they
could not have been watchnig their
business to get in to that extent. That
is not correct. They have been doing
their business as they have always
done. They did not realize the situa­
tion of the bank going in and gobbling
all up; did not think the bank would
bo so contemptible. The excuse the
bank made was that the manager had
been drinking and he would be re­
moved. Did the Head Office change
the matter however? No, they took it
over and paid others eight cents. All
the book debts, ships and everything
they could hypothecate they took. And
now we are asked by the banks to
pass another act that God knows how
far it will go. Want we want to do is
to curtail these banks. They have
been taking chattel mortgages and in
their Act they are not supposed to do
so. I oppose this bill absolutely on
principle and I hope this house will
not accept the principle at all. It is
a bad one and if this bill is accepted
it just means that in another year or
two there will be mighty few will be
able to walk the streets of St. John’s
without permission of the banks.

HON. MR. McNAMARA.—I agree
with Hon. Mr. Browning that this bill
on the face of it looks very innocent
but might be very far reaching. It
looks to me to be a form of gambling
and might be a breach of the Lottery
Act; advancing money on fish swim­
ming in the sea. Take the case of
Winters or Harveys or some large
concern. They sell 100 barrels of
pork and as soon as the buyer gets it
in his possession he goes down to the
bank and asks for an advance. The
bank advances him ?5,000 on that
pork and before the promissory note
that paid for that pork falls due, the
concern goes insolvent and Winter or
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Harvey find the bank has a mortgage
on the pork they supplied. I think wo
should be very cautious and careful
before letting any more of this legis-
iation go on. The banks should take
the same risks as any other man and
should not get any protection other
than he or any other man in business,
and it is unfair and unreasonable for
them to expect us to pass this mea­
sure

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—I
do not know that we ought to go to
the extreme of rejecting the second
reading. In all these cases I suggest.
a select committee to endeavour to
find a solution. I am no apologist for
the banks, but there is this difference
between the banks and the ordinary
trader. The trader lends his own
money and the banks other peoples
and are therefore entitled to some se­
curity on that account. With the de­
sire of getting the greatest amount of
knowledge possible I attended the
meeting of the Board of Trade at
which this matter was discussed and
our hon. friend opposite took quite as
strong a stand there as he did here.
In the morning one gentleman moved
an approval of this and could not get
a seconder. The meeting adjourned
until the afternoon and after the dis­
cussion a motion was put that the bill
be endorsed, the suggestion being that
the people objecting had been whip­
ped into line by the banks. The plea
advanced by the banks was that this
was merely a movement to remove
debts. The principle underlying this
bill was that the banks would accept
from a given person an understanding
that when he got fish in his possession
that was going to be caught that sum­
mer he would give a warehouse re­
ceipt. A similar question arose some­
where in Canada in regard to wheat
growing in the ground, and a decision
had been given by some judge that it
was not valid. I subscribe thoroughly 

to what my hon. friend said in regard
to the banks being given too much
power. On the other hand there is
this aspect to be considered, that this
is not the time to curtail the banks in
giving legitimate credit. I admit dur­
ing the past 3 or 4 years from what I
can learn the banks have encouraged
overtrading, and provided facilities to
small men to trade beyond their ca­
pacity. I think my hon. friend will
admit if he or I had all the money the
banks lost in this country the past 2
or 3 years, we would not have to work
any more.

HON. THE PRESIDENT.—Still they
are paying ten and twenty per cent.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Well, take the Harris case. The Bank
of Nova Scotia must have been struck
very heavily in that case. Take Ink­
pen. He went into insolvency owing
something like $280,000. Is it not
reasonable to suppose the bank lost
considerable as a result of that.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—It was
$300,000 and $100,000 of that was to
the trade generally on which they got
S cents on the dollar.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
Take again Wakely. It is stated the
local bank manager advanced this man
$1'00,000 with practically no security
whatever. I suppose the bank will
lose a great deal of it. Then there is
Winsor’s case and similar stories told
about that. I cannot satisfy myself
that the banks have not lost heavily
on all this contraction and deflation
of business in this country the past
year or two.

HON. MR. McNAMARA.—They made
it during the war.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
That is the position of all the business
men in the country. Returning to the
bill I think the thing to do is investi­
gate it and decide by the evidence put
before us whether we should recom­
mend its acceptance or rejection. 1 
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think that beginning next January
there ought to be some modification in
the banking act. We have one I sup-
pose, and if not, we ought to have one,
and it ought to be so framed so that
the banks can do business legitimate^
ly but other people should have re­
asonable protection as well.

The Bill passed the second reading.
The House adjourned until Friday,

August 5th, at 3 o’clock.

FRIDAY, August 5.
The House met at 3, pursuant to

adjournment.
Committee on Railway Bill.
HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN.—1 do not

see what the Government is going to
do if they close down the Bonavista
branch in winter. Now is the time to
close it down because you can get
down in a motor boat or steamer, but
in the winter you cannot get down at
all. Now is the time to close down
and open up again 3 months from now,
especially this year when you will not
find Bonavista filled with goods as it
has been in the past. It is not much
difference to me; I can go south and
live on oranges or something else, but
there are people there I don’t know
how they will manage. Talk about
wasting money; the Government
think no more about wasting money
than about a fly. The year before last
it cost me $100,000 because the Reids
would not clear the line between Cata­
lina and Bonavsita. I offered them the
coal myself and could not move them
and Mr. Powell up here at the Balsam
looking at the balsams, while we were
at our wits end not knowing what to
do. I say if the Bonavista branch was
properly managed it could pay. Any
ordinary man could have worked it
last year and the produce could have
been got away to market. If that line
was not there I would not have had
my produce there in February. I
would have got it out in December.

The line is badly managed and cost me
$200,000 and I must suffer because of
a lazy crowd of people on the railway
including the Reids themselves. If a.
million and a half dollars is good to
the Reids, a hundred thousand is good
to me and a lot more like me. If the
Reids cannot stand up, why should the
Government bolster them up.

HON. DR. CAMPBELL.—It is a pub­
lic utility.

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN.—It is a
public nuisance, and that is all it ever
was. I am sorry to have to speak this
way but I feel it my duty to say this.
I do not agree with giving Reids $1,-
500,000. They had their chance and
should take the same risks as every­
body else.

The bill was read a third time and
passed and ordered sent to the Assem­
bly with a message that this House
had passed the same without amend­
ment.

House went into Committee on the
Bill respecting Agreement between
the Government and the D.I. & S. Co.
and the N.S. & Coal Co.'s, Ltd., Hon.
Mr. Mews in the Chair.

The Committee rose and reported
the Bill without amendment, and by
consent of the House the Bill was
then read a third time and passed and
sent to the Assembly with a message
that this House had passed the same
without amendment.

House then adjourned until Monday,
next at 3 o’clock.

THURSDAY, August 11.
The House met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
HON. PRESIDENT read message

from the Assembly that they had pass­
ed the accompanying bills in which
they requested concurrence, namely:
An Act to Amend the Act entitled, Ot
Illegitimate Children; An Act for
granting to H. M. certain sums of
money for defraying certain public 
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services; An Act further to Amend the
Income War Tax Act 1918; An Act re­
specting the Salaries of Civil Ser­
vants; An Act respecting a tax on
goods sold in Nfld.

On motion, the Bill respecting Il­
legitimate Children was read a first
time, and by consent of the House a
second time and House went into Com­
mittee thereon, Hon. Mr. Cook in the
chair.

The Committee rose and reported
the bill without amendment. Bill was
then read a third time and passed. Or­
dered that a message be sent the As­
sembly that this House had passed
the same without amendment.

HON. MR. SHEA moved first read­
ing of the Public Service Bill. Done
accordingly and by consent of the
House bill was passed through all
stages and passed and ordered that a
message be sent the Assembly that
this House had passed the same with­
out amendment.

HON. MR. GIBBS moved first read­
ing of the Bill respecting a tax on
goods sold in Nfld. This bill provides
for the imposition of a tax of 5% on
all goods imported into the Colony,
including the invoice cost, freight and
customs duties. In the matter of flour
the tax is made 3%. This section of
the Act I have referred to does not ap­
ply to goods named in Schedule A,
which are exempted by Act of the
Legislature.

Section 3 deals with another class
of goods, and authorises the imposition
of a tax of two and a half per cent.
upon all goods upon which excise tax
is payable. The tax shall not be in­
cluded in the selling price when com­
puting the tax. Now the excise goods
upon which taxes are collected at the
present time are tobacco, olio margar­
ine, etc. In the case of other goods,
the tax is three per cent, upon the
rate at which they are sold. The sec­
tion, however, does not apply to ar­

ticle enumerated in Schedule B, name­
ly:

SCHEDULE B.
Goods exempted by Act of the Leg­

islature from taxation.
Fishery and agricultural products

of all kinds.
Goods sold for export out of the Col­

ony.
Goods manufactured from raw ma­

terial the whole, or substantially the
whole, of which is produced wholly in
the Colony.

The remaining sections of the Act
simply deal with the manner in which
the duties are to be payable and col­
lected, and gives power to the Tax
Assessor in certain cases where he
may have reason to believe that some
person is not furnishing proper re­
turns to require the production of
certain accounts and books, as the
case may be, such as he may require
now under the Income Tax and Profit
Tax Acts. Then the Act provides cer­
tain penalties, same as in the Profits
Tax or under the Customs Act, in the
event cf non-compliance with the pro­
visions. I move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

HON. THE PRESIDENT.—Does that
apply to goods for charitable pur­
poses?

HON. MR. GIBBS.—Goods for char­
itable purposes do not pay the ordin­
ary tax, but they pay this Sales Tax.

This bill was thereupon read a sec­
ond time, and on motion the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on the Bill.

Hon. Mr. McNamara in the Chair.
HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—

Before the motion is put, Mr. Chair­
man, could we have some concrete.
specific example of the application of
the local side of the Bill; that is to
say, the tax that is levied on local
manufactures. What, for instance, Is
meant by raw material within .the
scope of the Bill? No one wishes to 
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obstruct the passing of the Bill, but
this is new to me, and I would like to
know what I am legislating about.
What are the local manufactures to
come within this? I do not expect any.
body to give us complete information,
but I would like to have a few ex­
amples. My hon. friend Mr. Brown­
ing makes biscuits, could he give us
an idea as to how the Bill applies with
regard to his business.

HON. MR. BROWNING.—I under­
stand that there is a slight protection
for local manufacturers to the extent
of two per cent., but just how it works
out I do not know.

Committee on the Saes Tax Bill rose
and reported the bill without amend­
ment. Said bill was then read a third
time and passed and ordered that a
message be sent the Assembly that
this House had passed the same with­
out amendment, but calling attention
to the fact that a verbal change was
necessary and asking consent to the
same.

Hon. Mr. Shea moved first, and by
consent of the House, second reading
of the Income War Tax Amendment
Bill.

HON. MR. SHEA.—This bill is to
provide for exemption only of the sal­
aries of the Governor, Judges and the
clergymen of the various religious de­
nominations.

HON. SIR PATRICK McGRATH.—
While I take no exception to exempt­
ing the income of clergymen, I think
exempting Judges &c. is wrong. In
England the King pays the Income
Tax; in the U. S. the President and all
Judges do so also and I fail to see any
reason why these well off gentlemen
should not contribute their quota. I
do not think the present Governor
should have to pay, because he came
here with a certain understanding, but
future Governors should do so. Then
again in this connection; in regards to
travelling expenses, the Governor 

should only be recouped for actual
out of pocket expenses. The practice
now is that in addition to his salary
he is allowed $2,500 for travelling and
drew it every month he travelled or
not. That principle is wrong and is
not allowed with minor officials. I
think also any future Governor ought
to be put on the same footing as gov­
ernors in Australia, where they are
not given free entry for articles re­
quired for their use, and are only al­
lowed light and heat for the public
portion of Government House and has
to pay for the upkeep of his private
apartments himself. Perhaps that
may be straining a point but if weal­
thy countries like Australia do that
it is only right to ask ourselves
whether we should not do something
along the same lines. Now there is
nothing personal in these views; I
have the highest respect for the gen­
tlemen who come out here from time
time to time, and the gentlemen offi­
ciating at the Supreme Court. We pay
our Judges exceedingly well. Of
course we know they give up sub­
stantial emoluments to take these
positions, but it must be remembered
that a lawyer’s health may go wrong
and he would have to give up work
with no fees coming in, whereas a
judge would have a substantial pen­
sion coming to him in a similar case.
In times of stress I think the judges
and the Governor like everybody else
should take a share in the economy
necessary.

The bill was read a second time and
committed. The Committee rose and
reported the bill without amendment.
It was then read a third time and
passed and a message sent the As­
sembly informing that body accord­
ingly.

Hon. Mr. Shea moved the first and
second reading of the Bill respecting
the salaries of Civil Servants, and
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House went into Committee thereon,
Hon. Mr. Shea in the Chair.

HON. MR. SHEA.—I regret exceed­
ingly that it is my duty this afternoon
to present this bill for consideration,
because I think it is a bill that will
bear very hardly on very large por­
tion of the community who can ill af­
ford to bear it, and the only excuse
that can be made for such legislation
is the extremely difficult financial
position the Colony in in at present.
Personally I very much dislike this
measure but at the same time it was
made clear to me there was no alter­
native on the part of the Government
but to bring it in force. I regret that
it will bear hardly on a very deserv­
ing class of people. I have always
felt that the Civil Servants were the
worst paid people in the Colonv;
worst paid than any other Colony and
were paid' the same salaries for
years, and I have always contended
they were a very unpaid body of men,
and it is unfortunate that it shoui 1 be
my lot to bring in this bill and pre­
sent it to the House. But such it is
and there is no way cut of it, and the
only hope that can be expressed about
it is that when times get better we
may be in a position to tales t’.is mat­
ter up for further consideration and
put .he salaries back on the footing
formerly placed at.

i.'. n. sir Patrick mcgrath.—i
think the hon. gentleman’s statement
on this matter of his personaLfeelings
is highly creditable and I have the
same idea as regards his colleagues,
but I think the Government might
have refrained from reducing the sal­
aries of officials getting less than
$500. In the black days of the Bank
Crash we did not take anything off
salaries below this amount, and I
think from what the Government will
save in these people they would have
acted wisely in leaving them untouch­

ed. Take the Outport Postmasters,

&c., the game is not worth the candle.
Above $500 the fact might be recog­
nized the times are bad and every­
body has to make a sacrifice, but there
again I think the Government would
have done better if it had wiped out
the Education Department and some
other of the additional features to the
public service created the past year or
two. I mentioned the Education De­
partment because of late it has been
in the public eye, and we know that
one feature of its program has been
abandoned lately, and I do not see why
it should be maintained at a cost of
$25,000 or $30,000 when there is noth­
ing for it to do. Of course it may be
said it is very easy for people who
have nothing to do with running a
Government to come in and say chang­
es should be made. But I think evil
times have come and for a great deal
of it causes over which none has any
control had a great deal to do with it,
and therefore we cannot blame peo­
ple in charge for that, but on the oth­
er hand, I think a great deal of money
has been spent the past 18 months for
which no adequate return has been
obtained. With regard to public ex­
penditures generally, I am not going
to criticise them, because they have
been discussed in the lower House,
and I do not think anything would-be
gained by re-opening them.

I had the advantage or otherwise of
being in political life twenty-five
years ago when the crash occurred,
and of being an attachee of the other
branch of the Legislature, and of see­
ing what the Government had to face,
and I do not dispute of our surviving
the present catastrophe, but I do not
think we can survive it if it is not
grappled with in a more serious man­
ner, I think an altogether too light­
hearted view has been taken of the
situation as it exists and as it is in
prospect. Apparently the most that
is expected to be realized for our cod­
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fishery catch is $6.00 a quintal. Well
•it we assume that every quintal of fish
that is brought in is sold, and say
there is a million and a half quintals,
that gives about nine million dollars.
Our eodilshcry exports are about two-
thirds of our total exports. That
would mean a total export of fifteen
million dollars for the coming twelve
months, and if we allow that we get
half of that back in taxation—the al­
lowance used to be 33 per cent.—then
you have only seven million dollars
altogether. Now that is working on
the assumption that everything is go­
ing well, but we have to face the fact
that Grand Falls is operating only on
a small scale, that it is going to. oper­
ate on a small scale, because within
the past few weeks that company sent
away one hundred and thirty-two of
its horses to Canada to be sold, wLici
means that there is practically no log­
ging to be done in the interior during
the coming winter. How serious a
situation that represents can be re­
alized by remembering that last year
the A. N. D. Co. had practically the
largest operations on its own account,
and, in addition, it got logs from peo­
ple in various parts of the country
and accumulated a tremendous pile of
raw material. Then take the Bell Is­
land companies, they are operating to­
day about 750 men four days a week,
or, say, 500 men the week round. But
there is no indication that that will be
substantially increased. I would call
attention to the fact that within the
last few days there has been in the
newspapers a statement from Mr. Gil­
lis, who was here representing the
companies, that he expected the com­
pany would take from. Bell Island ’rom
100,000 to 150,000 tons of ore. Well a
normal demand from Sydney is 650,-
000 tons. The companies now have
nearly a two years’ supply for normal
times on the surface. They are nego­
tiating for the sale of 40,000 tons. But 

that sale was to be made at a figure
that would net the company a loss,
and no company can sell its raw ma­
terial at a loss and expect to go on
producing- more, 'fhese are the two
substantial labor giving industries
apart from the fisheries. You may
say there is Bay of Islands. No doubt
there will be a fairly active prosecu­
tion of the herring fishery the coming
winter, but the return from that would
be Infinitely small as compared with
past years. Hon. members will bear
me cut when I say that the bottom
has dropped out of the Scotch Cure
Herring industry, and we have got to
get back- the despatching of our her­
ring to the United States at $2.00 or
$3.00 a barrel, perhaps more, perhaps
it may go to $5.00, but I should think
that for salt herring to be handled by
the Americans in their own markets
our people will not get any large fig­
ure. I think the decision to adjourn
and meet in December is a very sen­
sible one. I think by that time condi­
tions will be in a shape where legis­
lative action of some kind will have
to be taken. I hope that in the interim
the Government will be able to work
out some scheme to cope with this
situation, and I hope, especially as
this is the last opportunity we will
have to discuss these matters, I hope
that the Government will find it pos­
sible to give attention to the railway
situation. I think if we drift along as
we have the past twelve months with­
out finding any permanent solution, it
cannot mean anything but disaster to
the country. I do not want to take a
too pessimistic view, but I think it Is
a mistake to hide our heads in the
sand and imagine that everything is
going well, and therefore I say that
the seriousness of the situation will
have to be realized, not alone by the
Government and the Legislature, but
by the country in general, as being 
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much graver and darker than we have
regarded it up to the present time.

Commit: tc rose and reported having
passed the Bill without amendment
and by the consent of the House it
was read, a third lime, passed and or­
dered to be sent io the House of As­
sembly with a nii’jf.age that the Coun­
cil had passed the same without am­
endment.

The Hon. the President read a mes­
sage from the House of Assembly in­
forming the Council that they had
passed a Bill “An Act further to am­
end the Revenue Act, 1905,” in which
they requested the concurrence of the
Council.

On motion the Bill was thereupon
read a first time, and by the consent
of the House a second time, and was
ordered to be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on to-morrow.

On motion the House then adjourn­
ed until Friday, August 12th, at 2.30
p.m.

FRIDAY, August 1.2.
House met at 2.30 p.m. pursuant to

adjournment.
On motion the House resolved itself

into Committee of the Whole on the
Bill “An Act. further to amend the Re­
venue Act, 1905.”

Hon. Mr. Anderson in the Chair.
Committee rose and reported having

passed the Bill without amendment,
and by the consent of the House, on
motion it was read a third itme, pass­
ed, and ordered to be sent to the
House of Assembly with a message
that the Council had passed the same
without amendment.

House then took recess until 3.1b
p.m.

At 3.15 p.m. His Excellency the
Governor arrived, and the members ot
the House of Assembly having been
summoned to the Bar of the House,
gave his formal consent to various
bills, after which the House adjourn­

ed until Monday, December 12th, 1921,
at 4 p.m.

MONDAY, December 12.
The House met pursuant to ad­

journment.
HON. R. K. BISHOP.—Since we hail

adjourned in August, the Council had
lost its youngest member in point of
appointment, but one who had
•brought to the debates a wealth of
knowledge that decidedly made him
a member which the chamber could
ill afford to lose. I feel it is unneces­
sary to make any lengthy remarks on
one who was so well known in the
city and country, and whose activities
in business and in patriotic work had
brought him well-merited esteem. He
was a member who held strong views
and on any subject no one was left in
doubt as to his position. His passing
was almost sudden and great shock
to his family and us all, and I would
move that a resolution of sympathy
be passed and sent to the relatives.

HON. M. P. GIBBS.—I beg to second
the motion proposed by the hon. gen­
tleman. I feel assured that it was
with feelings of profound regret that
we learned of the passing of the de­
ceased gentleman. Upon taking up his
duties as a member of this Council he
showed a high order of intelligence
and a ready grasp of the different mat­
ters which came before us. His con­
duct as a member showed linn to be
possessed of a sturdy independence of
thought and action so necessary In
the public life of the country. To
those who knew him this was ex­
pected because throughout his busi­
ness career that same sturdiness and
independence was always in evidence.

The death of Hon. Mr. Browning is
a loss to the business and public life
of the country. The knowledge and
experience of men of his type are
more needed to-day than ever before
to help in solving the many economic
and industrial problems that confront
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us. Hon. Mr. Browning had great
faith in the future of the country as is
shown by the many labour giving in­
dustries with which his name is so
prominently identiiled; the success of
some of them being in a great mea­
sure due to bis initiative. A worthy
citizen, a public-spirited man, he could
always he relied upon to preform his
part in any emergency or crisis that
might arise. He was a man of strong
convictions, tenacious in his opinions
and not easily swayed from that
which he conceived to be the path of
duty.

Discussions relating to legislation,
which came before this House, show­
ed him to be a keen student of public
affairs, and his readiness in debate
revealed him to be the possessor of
a keen intellect.

Although but a few years a mem­
ber of this Council he nevertheless
during that period evinced a zeal for
the public welfare and the stability of
law and order which in those times of
unrest was necessary.

In some of his addresses in this
Council we saw evidence of that new
school of thought in business life
which is finding many advocates. I
remember his expounding on more
than one occasion the principle that
business should not be conducted by
the individual solely for his own in­
terest; that he had a duty to perform
to the community in which it was car­
ried on, and that it should be con­
ducted with a view of beneiitting the
people. No man should conduct a
business who did not aid in the ma­
terial or moral welfare of the people
of the place where it was carried on.
The wealth which he accumulated
from it was not solely his own, he was
merely a trustee and should use it,
after due provision for his own
wants, for the benefit of his fellow­
man.

The passing of a man holding such
broad and humane views as to the
proper use of wealth is a great loss 

to any community. But we must all
bow to the inevitable. There is noth­
ing more certain than death. It hov­
ers around us at our birth and our
cradle is rocked in the grave!

At 1 o'clock His Excellency the
Governor arrived and having called
the members of the House of Assem­
bly. addressed both bodies.

THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
The speech of prorogation, de­

livered by the Governor, follows. The
Governor, who was attired In the
ceremonial uniform, attended on
the dias by Capt. J. Hamilton, Secre­
tary, and Capt. P. Saltmarshe, A.D.C.;
Capt. Kerr, of the Briton, Lleut.-Col.
W. F. Rendell and Inspector General
Hutchings. A police guard of honor
was also in the Assembly grounds.
The speech follows:

Hr. President and Honourable gen­
tlemen of the Legislative Council, Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the Hon­
ourable House of Assembly:—

It was your expressed desire in
August last that the Legislature
should stand adjourned till late in
the year in case some trade crisis
should Remand 'immediate action.
Happily this has not occurred, and K
am glad to be able to announce that
it is now possible to relieve you from
further Legislative duties during this
session, and particularly so in view
of the fact that within the next ten
of twelve weeks you will be sum­
moned again to your duties. Since
the adjournment in August last, there
has been considerable improvement
in trade, and the outlook is much
brighter to-day than it was four
months ago.

The facilities provided by the Act
regarding fishery supplies helped con­
siderably in establishing confidence,
and both merchants and fishermen
entered actively into the prosecution
of this important industry. I am glad
to be able to state that the catch has
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been an average one, and that satis­
factory prices have been realized in
tb0 foreign markets.

The Agricultural returns during
the past season have been above the
average. The various root crops
have given good yie’ds,, while the hay
crop, so essential for the keeping
of stock is the best for some years.

Under the Act for the temporary
operations of the Railway, a general
manager was appointed by the Reid
Newfoundland Company. He resigned
after a few days, but is now acting
in the capacity of Chairman of the
Railway Operating Committee of the
Reid Company directorate, and in
conference with other railway offic­
ials, is endeavouring to secure the
more economic operation of our Ra’l
way, so that while giving reasonable
and proper service the deficit on op­
eration may be reduced to as low a
figure as possible.

It will gratify you to learn that the
fiscal returns fo- that portion of the
year which has gone have exceeded
the Estimates w iich my ministers
made during the ear ier period of this
session. The retrenchment in the
public service and the other econo­
mies affected will, it is anticipated,
enable the Finance Minister to show
a substantial surplus at the end of
the present fiscal year.

My ministers have given earnest
consideration to the question of un­
employment, so prevalent, not only in
Newfoundland, nut in all countries.
Unfortunately the suffering from un­
employment has been accentuated by
the exceptional storms of the past
few weeks. Mv ministers, however,
have been active in encouraging con­
tracts with large employers of lab­

our in the direction of the cutting of
lumber, the repair of wharves, and
the carrying out of other useful pub­
lic works, in order that avenues of
employment during the winter
months may be opened to those peo­
ple who are unable, without such
help to provide sufficiently for their
families during the winter. The fin­
ancial situation is steadily becoming
easier. With the opening of next
spring it may reasonably be hoped
that Industries, which are at present
employing a partial staff, will be
increasing their operations and tak­
ing on more men. The prices of all
commodities w’ll be lower, and a
general commercial and ndustrlal
improvement will be manifest.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly: I
have to thank you for the zealous
attention which you have given to
the question of the supplies for the
Public service. While endeavouring
to bring the expenditures to the low­
est possible figure in the various De­
partments,, you have bejen icareifu,!
that the public service shall not suf­
fer. The supplies wnich you have
provided will be cispensed with due
regard to economy and efficiency.

.Hr. President and Honourable Gen­
tlemen of tlie Legislative Council, Mr.
Speaker and Gentlemen of the Hon­
ourable House of Assembly:—

In taking leave of you at the close
of this session, I desire to express
my sincere wish for your prosperity
and general welfare.

Hon. Mr. President announced His
Excellency’s desire that the House
stand prorogued until January 16th,
1922.
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