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PROCEEDINGS
of the House of Assembly of Newfoundland

SESSION 1928.

Begup and holden at St. John’s in
the said Island this second day of May,
Anno Domini, One Thousand Nine
Hundred and Twenty Eight, being in
the Eighteenth year of the Reign of
His Majesty, Our Sovereign Lord.
George V. by the Grace of God, of
Great Britain and Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas,
King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor
of India.

WEDNESDAY, May 2nd,, 1928.

His Excellency the Administrator
having fixed the hour at which he
proposed to open the present Session
of the Legislature at three o’clock
in the afternoon of this Wednesday,
the second day of May instant, the
Members of the House of Assembly
met in the Assembly Room at a quar-
ter to three in the afternoon, when Mr.
Speaker took the Chair.

At three of the clock a message
from His Excellency the Administra-
tor was delivered by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod, commanding
the immediate attendance of Mr,
Speaker and the House in the Legis-
lative Council Chamber.

Whereupon Mr. Speaker and the
House attended His Excellency in the
Council Chamber; and being returned
to the Assembly Rooms, Mr. Speaker
informed the House that when in at-
tendance upon His Excellency in the
Council Chamber, His Excellency had
been pleased to make a gracious
Speech to both Branches of the Legis-

lature, a copy of which for greater
accuracy he had obtained, and then
read to the House as follows:

Mr. President and Honourabhle Gentle-
men of the Legislative Counecil:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:

I welcome you at the commence-
ment of this, the last session of the
present General Assembly, and I
trust that the Session may prove fruit-
ful in legislation of much public bene-

fit and advantage.

I congratulate you upon the mark-
ed progress the country has made
during the Legislative term now
ending, and especially upon the ad-
vancement during the present year.

The prosecution of our fisheries
during 1927 resulted in better returns
to many of those directly interested.
Shore Codfish sold at remunerative
prices and stocks remaining over
are smaller than for many years
past thus creating a healthy, market
conditicn for future operations.

The Seal Fishery just concluding
will show a larger catch than the
previous yvear and the increased de-
mand for Sealskins has permitted the:
payment of higher prices with pro-
portionate benefit to those engaged
in this hazardous industry.

The Pulp and Paper Industry show-
ed an expansion and the activities in
connection with our mineral wealth
give promise of marked development.

The legislation enacted at the last
Session, rendering it possible for
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new interests to acquire the paper-
making enterprise at Corner Brook,
resulted in the transfer of the prop-
erty to other ownership early in the
present year, and the new proprietors
are taking the initial steps towards
the advances therein contemplated. On
the other hand, the Act designed to
facilitate the construction of a mill
in the Gander Valley has not been
brought into operation, though it is
possible that this step may be taken
at a later date. It is very desirable
that a mill may be established there,
and the owners of the property are
hopeful of bringing about this result.

The visit of the Empire Mining and
Metallurgical Congress to the Island
last Autumn was in itself an evi-
dence of the increasing interest of
the outside world in our mining pos-
sibilities, and was followed by much
discussion and activity at home and
abroad in relation to our mining
areas, stimulated by the development
now in progress at Buchans River.
The American Institute of Mining
Engineers have expressed their in-
tention of sending a deputation of
representatives here next September.

It is felt that as a result of the
great interest which is being shown
in our mineral possibilities a revision
of our mining laws is now essential
and you will be invited to consider a
measure for bringing these laws into
conformity with the trend of similar
legislation in other parts of the Em-
pire .

Operaticns at Bell Island have lat-
terly been more regular and sustain-
ed, with consequent stability of em-
ployment for those engaged there;
but an increase in the wage rates is
desirable. My Ministers have opened
negotiations with the owners of the
mires to secure some advantages for
the iron miners in this Colony corres-
ponding to those recently secured for

the coal miners in Nova Scotia em-
pleyed by the same corporation.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:

The Estimates for the coming fiscal
year will be submitted at an early
date and you will be invited to make
the customary provision for the needs
of the public service

I am pleased to inform you that
the Government was able to negotiate
the loan authorised at the last Session
on better terms than late issues, a
fact which indicates the high credit
enjoyed by the Colony in the financial
world

Within a few weeks the War Loan
authorised in 1918 will mature and
steps must be taken for the raising of
money to meet this obligation, retir-
ing the bonds of that loan, which
bear interest at 6% 9% and replacing
them with securities to carry a lower
rate of interest. Therefore a Loan
Bill including this amount which is
slightly in excess of $7,5600,000, with
other items, will be submitted to you
at an early date.

The financial operations for the
current fiscal year will show a small
deficit. There has been a decided in-
crease in the customs revenue, ap-
proaching $750,000.

The operations of the Railroad have
resulted in bringing the receipts
within $300,000 of the Expenditure,
a reduction in the deficit by $300,000
compared with last year, and giving
promise of the early approach of the
day when the great public utility will
be self- supporting,

The difficulty and expense of oper-
ating a Winter servie over the Rail-
way Line has in a large measure
been due to combating snow drifts -on
the central plateau known as the
Topsails, where the rail rises to 1500
feet above sea level, My Ministers
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are convinced that a diversion of
this line can be made so as to bring
the main line to the town of Buchans
and at the same time reduce the line’s
elevation by 400 feet, and that this
qlteration will repay the cost of this
new construction within a compara-
tively short time. You will be invited
to consider the provision of funds for

this purpose.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentle-
men of the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:

Bills respecting various matters
have bheen prepared by the Depart-
ments concerned and will be submit-

ted to you.
In the near future a General Elec-

tion will require to be held under the
Re-distribution Act passed in the Ses-

sion of 1925, when the principle of

single-membered constituencies will
prevail almost entirely, and women,
as well as men, will exercise the
franchise thruout the Colony.

The Government have taken the ne-
cessary steps to compile the new
voter’'s lists and to provide for all the
contingencies which the creation of
the new constituencies will occasion,
in order that the election may be
carried out with the greatest facil-
ities for the electorate,

I trust the Almighty may guide
your counsels and endeavours for the
promotion of the true interests of the
Country..

MOTION FOR ADDRESS IN REPLY.

MR. BROWNE.—Mr. Speaker, 1
wish to move that an Address of
thanks be presented to His Excellency
the Administrator in reply to the
gracious Speech with which he has
Opened this session of the Legislature
this afternoon and that a Committee
of this House be appointed to draft
this Address in Reply.

This is the fifth and final session of
this Assembly and it is the second one
to be cpened by the Administrator.
On the last occasion His Excellency
the Governor, Sir William Allardyce,
was away from the country on a
health trip; this year, I regret to say,
he has left the country to go into re-
tirement. I think, Sir, that everyone
who has the country’s interests at
heart will regret exceedingly the de-
parture from our shores of Sir Will-
jan and Lady Allardyce. Sir William,
if T may use the term, made himself
very popular by his kindly and tact-
ful manner; Lady Allardyce had en-
deared herself to thousands of men,
women and children throughout the
length and breadth of this Island by
the industry, energy, tact and good-
will she displayed on every occasion.
She has left a work that will endure,
and if it does not, well, it will be a
poor comentary upon the character of
the people of Newfoundland. I refer to
the work of NONIA, which she insti-
tuted, developed and encouraged and
succeeded in putting on such a sound
anl substantial basis that its future
success is assured. Knowledge of the
estab'ishment and existence of this
institution has spread over a great
part of the world, and today NONIA
products of the most excellent qual-
ity can be seen upon Kings, Queens
and their children.

During the past four yvears of Mon-
roe administration I submit, Sir, the
country has witnessed a period of
siund, steady and consistent progress.
Coming into power at a time when
the affairs of this country were in a
state of chaecs and administrative de-
moralization, the Monroe Government
have succeeded in restoring order
where there was disorder, honesiy
where there was dishonesty, faith ul
and sound administration where mal-
administraticn obtained so long Dbe-
fore; thz debts and customs duties of
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this Colony have been collected with
a firm hand and laws have been ad-
ministered and enforced with equity
and justice, Take the progress of the
past vear alone, as shown in the de-
velopment and expansion of the Pulp
and Paper Industry. It is but a year
ago when we were asked here to con-
sider the passing over of the mills at
Corner Brook into the hands of an
American concern, and since that
time the production of these mills
has daily increased. We have also
seen the rise and growth of a new in-
dustry at Buchans Mine within the

past year; and we have seen a devel-
opment in the tourist trade beyond
all expectation. I am assured that
the accommodation on the passenger
steamers coming into this country is
not sufficient to take care of the
bookings for passages here next sum-
mer.

But good times in this country de-
pend mainly on our fisheries. Good
or bad times come from good or bad
fisheries. Last year, although the to-
tal catch of fish was not large, good
prices were maintained, and those
who were fortunate enough to hold
on to their catches did very well.
Now this industry has its sidelines
in the way of production of codliver
oil and fish meal. Within the past
four vears the codliver oil industry
has increased from an annual export
of from 30,000 to 40,000 gallons per
vear at 80 cents a gallon to 500,000
gallons for 1927 at $1.256 a gallon,
and if a quintal of codfish is equiv-
alent to a gallon of codliver oil, I
look forward to the da}r* when this
codliver oil industry will reach one
millions gallons per year. At the
present time everything points to the
fact that there is a big trade possible
for the by-products of our fisheries.
Take the matter of the utilization
of the waste or offal of our fish.
Hundreds of tons are thrown back

into the sea each year of this waste
while we witness the anomaly of hav-
ing to import meal from other coun-
tries to feed our horses and our
cattle, ete. This problem should be
grappled with and the waste utilized
to yield profitable returns to the peo-
ple of this country and help make fish-
ing a more paying occupation. An-
other point that I thought worth
while mentioning this afternoon is
the remarkable difference between
the exports frcm this country to these
places where our fish is bought and
the imports from the same countries
here. Looking over statistics for the
vear 1925-26 I was astounded to find
that we exported ten and a half mil-
lion dollars worth of fish to Spain,
Portugal, Brazil, Italy, Costa Rica,
etc., and from those same countries
we did not import more than a half
million dollars worth. Now those
countries produce what we need in
this country and I think it will be a
pity if we do not establish direct trade
with those countries, because if we
don’t, other countries who are buying
from them and who are competitors
of ours will take away our trade.

Mr. Speaker, it is another fortun-
ate thing this year that the price of
fat from the sealfishery is high, and
it is a question whether that is the re-
sult of the demand for seal oil, or
the result of the demand for furs,
which the ladies wear. The furs, it
is true, are more valuable and it is
regrettable that that value cannot be
regulated in a way that would be a
greater benefit to the men engaged
in the prosecution of that industry.
Personally, I am inclined to agree
with an article that appeared in the
press recently stating that the aux-
iliaty tyvpe of schooner, such as the
“Young Harp,” is the type that should
be utilized for the sealfishery. The
crew of the “Young Harp” made a bill
this Spring of $196.00 per man, whilst

—_—
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the crews of the large steamers made
srom $50 to $60 a man. It seems to
me that there are large overhead ex-
penses to be borne in connection
with the outfitting of the big steam-
ers like the “Ungava,” “Nascopie” or
“Beothic” and which are bound to
militate against the crews making
good bils. Besides, the range of the
crews on these larger steamers is no
oreater than the range of the crews
of the smaller vessels.

I am sure, Sir, we all regret that
the Speech from the Throne this year
is not able to announce that the Gan-
der project we all have heard so much
about the past four years is not an
accomplished fact. However, I do not
think that any blame can be laid on
the shoulders of the present Govern-
ment for this, because if honorable
members will turn their minds back
to last vear they will recollect that
only three members sitting on the
opposite side of the House voted
either pro or con on this measure
last vear. The Government did all
they could to facilitate the erection of
a mill on the Gander River. 1 think
it would be better to have a mill
built on the Gander than that a some-
what larger mill should be estab-
lished at Cormer Brook because it
would mean a better distribution of
labour and a great benefit for the
people throughout the whole country.
I would like to see a number of mills
established in different parts of the
country, and such an arrangement
will give more general prosperity
than the concentration involved in
one very large plant.

Last year we had a hurried visit of
the Empire Mining and Metallurgical
Congress and I believe that credit for
the presence in this country of this
Congress is almost entirely due to the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines.
I believe that his early experience in
mining matters has given him a

-could possess.

knowledge and sympathy towards the
development of our mining areas that
not every Minister of that department
Since those people
were here articles have appeared in
leading journals throughout the
wor!ld commenting upon the great
mineral possibilities of this country,
and the resultant publicity generally
of their visit has been the means of
stimulating interest in Newfoundland
besides bringing about the formation
and organization of mining companies
with millions of dollars capital. Due
to the discovery of Buchans, the out-
look is very rosy indeed. It is very
refreshing to hear that the Govern-
ment intends to deviate the Main Line
of the Railrcad through the Buchans
Mine settlement and I suppose that
the $750,000.00 voted here last year
for the building of a railroad along
the Gander will be wused for the
building of this railway through this
great mining town, and hand in hand
with that development I think that at-
tention should be given at this ses-
sion of the Legislature to the revision
of the mining laws of the country.

Little attention need be given to
see that the bona fide miner and pros-
pector is not given a fair show in this
country. At present if John Jones
goes out and discovers a mine on his
properity and John Smith his neigh-
bour hears of it and he may deprive
John Jones of the benefit of his ex-
penditure of labour and capital. Large
areas have already been taken up. 1
doubt if the Minister can tell me now
if there is any available and if I dis-
covered a mineral if I could get a
claim. T know that just at present I
could not as they are not being grant-
ed, but I doubt if there is any likely
part of the country upon which a
claim hasn’'t been taken out except
probably the hintherland.

Everybody too I am sure is pleased
of the change of affairs at Bell Is-
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land. Year after year the Government
has been faced with great problems
because of happenings over there and
it seems that at last some important
change has taken place in connection
with the Besco concern; that new
financial interests will be taking hold.
I believe Messrs. Wocd-Gundy and
Sir Herbert Holt, two of the greatest
financial institutions of the Dominion
of Canada have become interested in
this concern and that evidence of
their organizing ability and financial
knowledge are being seen in the
good results of the arrangement they
have made with the miners in Nova
Scotia. I believe that a reorganisation
has been made on a profit sharing
basis and I am sure if that system
were applied to Bell Island the lot of
the Bell Island miner would be a hap-

pier one by far.

Last year the Finance Minister was
successful in raising a loan beyond
all expection. I was of opinon at the
time that New York would be a good
place to float the loan and I don't
know whether it was a coincidence or
not that the International Paper Com-
pany was present in the country at
the time; whether or not the coming
of the Company into the country af-
fected favorably the attitude investors
showed toward this country. How-
ever, it is significant to remark that
the common stock of the Internation-
al Paper Company has risen 20 points
in the past year and if investors in the
United States have confidence in the
International Paper Company, I feel
sure they are going to have confidence
in this country. We have this year to
consider the question of the war loan
of 1918 of over seven and a half mil-
lions which was raised in a critical
time in the life of this Empire and
of this country. It was raised at
6% 9% and as money can now be had at
a much lower rate we will save some-
thing over one hundred thousand a

year on this lcan in interest. It is a
pity I think we do not give more con-
sideration here to the question of re-
funding our loans by establishing a
sinking fund. I notice this year from
the budget of Mr. Churchill the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer of Great
Britain that he is providing the great
sum of $350,000,000 for the paying off
in 50 years of the public debt of that
country. Then, too, we learn from the
speech this afternoon that the finan-
cial outloock of the country is not so
dark after all. The Finance Minister
told us last year that we were to have
probably a deficit of $850.000, but that
he did not think it necessary to put
on an increased taxation. We were
all very glad to hear that and now I
am sure we are gratified to find that
his best expectations have been ful-
filled and the revenue has increased
s0 much that the deficit is going to
be very small and not near the eight
hundred thousand mark at all. Then
when we hear too that the railway
is almost paying I think the country
has reason to congratulate itself.
This is particularly fortunate for the
Government because this year is elec-
tion year. The Government must go
to the country this year. Rumors
have reached us here, borne on the
icy winds of the north, that some
people wanted an election this spring,
but I hold that would not be the wish
of the people if the disadvantages of
a spring election had been put before
them, as forcibly put before them as
the advantages of spring election were
put before them. 1In 1861 those in
this House passed a resolution against
the holding of elections in the spring
of the year and from that time to this
there have only been three elections
in the spring and one of these, the one

held in 1923, was the only one uneces-
sary. That was an
which the country could ill afford at
that time.

extravagance

In 1909 it was compulsory.
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1t was compulsory in 1924. But it is
not compulsory this year while there
is a Government in power as capable
and efficient as the Monroe Adminis-
tration. Looking at it from the con-
gtitutional point of view, which issue
has been raised by some honorable
members sitting opposite,, I might say
that this issue was thrashed out 1In
1912 between the Acting Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. J. M. Kent, now the
Honorable Mr. Justice Kent, and Sir
Edward Meorris, now the Rt. Hon.
Lord Morris, and Sir Edward Morris
then pointed out that constitutionally
the House of Assembly was elected
for four years; and it # the same
now, for this Government was elected
on the 4th of June and this House
opened cn the 9th of July and there-
fore the term does not expire until
the 9th of July, 1928, and therefore
any Government which is worth its
salt would not abdicate at the mur-
murings of any section of the people.
I am sure my honorable friends must
remember what has happened in Eng-
land in recent years. Take the time
when Ramsay MacDonald was Prime
Minister for several months when he
didn’t have a majority in the House at
all, and those honorable gentlemen
who may be historically inclined may
turn their minds back to the days of
the younger Pitt who suffered defeat
after defeat in the House of Commons
and went to the country inflicting a
crushing and overwhelming defeat on
his opponents as the Monroe Admin-
istration will do next fall.

There have been two outstanding
achievements in addition to those men-
tioned. 1 refer to the establishment
of single constituencies and the pass-
ing of the women’s franchise. Sir,
the Prime Minister came into the
government of this country somewhat
azainst his will, like myself even; he
was a very tyro in political affairs
when he became a member of this

House and Prime Minister of this
country. I believe he will leave it a
poorer man by far, because he has
made a greater sacrifices than any
of his predecessors. He took no
honors, though open to him, and I feel
sure that the honorable gentleman
gittting in the Prime Minister’s chair
should realise that he need have no
fear if he should wish to place his
splendid personal and Government re-
cord before the people of the country.

MR, POWER.—Mr. Speaker and
Honorable Members, in rising to sec-
ond the motion before the Chair, I
would simply repeat what 1 have
gaid last year that I do so reluctantly
in a way because I feel that there
are other members, other private
members of the Government ranks
who are better able to grace this occa-
sicn. It seems strange to me that on
the same occasion last year I was
placed in the same position as I find
myself today and stranger still t)
find this privilege was given to me
just a few hours before the session
opened. It affords me great pleas-
ure, Mr. Speaker, to offer my sin-
cere congratulations to the honorable
mover of the motion before the House
for the able manner for which he has
covered practically all the items con-
tained in the Speech., I particularly
thank him because he has taken over
altogether the weight from my should-
ers, as he has left but little indeed for
me to refer to. 1 fully concur with
the honorable member in the refer-
ences he has made to the Governor
and Lady Allardyce. I think it is a
pity, a regrettable fact, that people
of the type of the Governor and Lady

Allardyce should be removed from
this country just about the time
when they have fully entered into

the hearts and affections of the people.
I think I feel safe in saying that ev-
ery class of citizen in the country to-
day realizes that the going of the
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Governor and Lady Allardyce is a
distinct loss. My honorable friend the
proposer of the motion has made ref-
erence to our fisheries and there are
just one of two points in connection
with this that I would like to refer
to. It may be recalled that on the
occasion of the session last year a
kind of gloomy picture was painted
for the then coming season and the
markets looked very poor. How-
ever today the aspect is much bright-
er. There is more optimism abroad.
Some new blood as well as new cap-
ital is being introduced into the
country. I particularly refer to the
advent of the Hudson's Bay Company
whose coming in and investing largely
in the country’s resources lend a
stimulus to our fisheries. This com-
pany with such vast wealth and vast
resources must have a good effect
with us. Again we have the re-open-
ing of the lobster fishery which has
been closed for the past three years,
and with regard to this there is one
matter in particular that I would
like to refer to and that is in connec-
tion with the fixing prices of canned
lobster. For some time rumors were
going around that the prices of lob-
sters were very bad. It was said
that other kinds of fish had taken
the place of Newfoundland lobster in
foreign markets. These rumors scat-
tered thru the country and many
fishermen hesitated to go to the fish-
ery at all,

I am very glad to be in a position
to say that I have gathered from a
very reliable source the fact that
Newfoundland Lobster will be in good
demand and the price for packed lob-
ster will be not less than $22 per
tierce.

Besides that two wvery independent
firms of St. John’s have been spending
a good deal of time and gone to a
good deal of expense in finding out if
it were possible to market our lobster

in a live state in Canadian and Amer-
ican markets.

I feel, as I understand from the in-
formation that they have gathered,
that the proposition is both a practical
and profitable one and I have been
tocld by the proprietor of one of those
firms that he was just about ready to
give this matter a practical try-out.

Should this be a success, which 1
feel every reason to believe that it
will, it will revolutionize the whole
lobster fishery. It will eliminate the
time lost in packing.

Reference is made in the Speech
from the Throne to the deviation of
our railroa® from the much-dreaded
Topsails down through the Buchans
country. It it also contemplated. 1
understand, by the Railway Commis-
sion, to re-rail the western division.

As far as the deviation of the road
from over the Topsails goes, I feel
safe in saying that the Railway Com-
mission could not make a more pop-
ular move. I think it will be admit-
ted by all who have the least con-
ception of the conditions on these
hills, that it is a move in the right
direction, Every railway offical will
tell you that from the point of view
of economy that having the railway re-
moved from the Topsails and deviated
down to the other side will repay the
country within a few short years.

Not alone is it a good move from a
financial point of view but from a
humane point of view also. Only
those who have had actual experience
on those hills can fully realize the
hardships experienced there.

To my mind it is beyond discussion.
By deviating it down the other way
we will place on the main line the
new and promising town of Buchans,
as well as run the railroad through
the more promising country than over
the Topsails.

I understand that consideration has
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been given also to the idea of re-rail-
ing the western division.

I think this idea has been given con-
sideration because of the fact that the
international Power & Paper Com-
pany, Ltd. are seriously considering
the erection of a large pier and ware-
houses at Port aux Basques.

1f this is accomplished there will
be probably no less than two trains
running from Corner Brook to Port
qux Basques. The position with the
Corner Brook people today 1is that
practically from the early part of
January to late in April or the early
part of May the whole Bay is tied up
and consequently all the winter’s out-
put is tied up.

This not alone interferes with the
summer output but ties up a lot of
paper that would otherwise be on the
market. Should this happen I would
like to point out to the Prime Minister
as Chairman of the Railway Commis-
sion, and other members of the Com-
mission, that when the re-railing of
the western division takes place that
particular attention be given to two
places, namely Crow Gulch and Mount
Moriah, these two most dangerous
sections on the line. It is true that
we have had so far no fatal accidents
at Crow Gulch, but that is not true of
Mount Moriah, and I would like them
to bear in mind now because I am
sure that if some improvement was
made there it would tend greatly to
the safety of the railroad.

My honorable friend has made ref-
erence to the paper industries and na-
turally the vast enterprise at Corner
Brook, being in the district I have
the honor to represent, is of more
than passing interest to me.

As it will be remembered, when
this House met last year a kind of
dual control was going on at Corner
Brook, namely, the Nfld. Power &
Paper Company and the International

Paper Company.

It is not necessary for me to dwell
on what happened prior to the taking
over of Corner Brook by the new
company because every phase of the
Corner Brook deal was much over-
hauled in this House, when the hon-

orable members discussed the Corner
Brook deal.

While I admit, Mr. Speaker, that it
little profits for one to form any
opinion yet as to how we are to fare
with the new American company, yet
from those who have watched so far
the operations there it appears that
this country will have no regrets as
regards the deal we have made there.

Unfortunately the manager, Mr.
Charlton, has been compelled to be
away practically ever since the deal
went through in January last and he
has had very little time to attend to
the claims at Corner Brook. How-
ever, he is back now and will be able
within a few short weeks to let us see
signs of his action.

I understand that the Company has
planned for the extension of the town-
site as well as its plant but to what
extent that will take place largely de-
pends on the paper markets.

The Company has, 1 know of my
own knowledge, made every efiort to
operate a feeling of good feeling and
good fellowship amongst its employ-
ees. It is doing everything that is
humanly possible to make their em-
plovees contented and happy.

Just now they are erecting some
houses and those houses will be erect-
ed at the cost that will suit the earn-
ings of the parties that will have to
occupy them.

Whilst I see no reference, Mr.
Speaker, to any highroads policy for
the coming season, I understand that
some consideration will be given to it.

It is, Mr. Speaker, time that they
be given roads on the West Coast.
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The old situation has so changed in
the district of St. George’s and in the
adjoining districts that it can be no
longer left without some kind of de-
cent roadways.

Whether this road policy will be-
gin this year or next it certainly must
come soon. The position up there can
no longer be viewed from the point of
view that has been expressed for
many years, that is a place some five
hundred miles removed from St.
John'’s with a handful of people. We
have, as the honorable members know,
during the last few years industrial
develcpments there and we have other
most promising developments which
are sure to take place in the near fu-
ture. We have valuable deposits of
gypsum, valuable deposits of iron and
coal.

We also have numerous and fam-
cus salmon rivers, and the day is com-
ing when the Government of this
country will have to give some con-
sideration to it. It can be no longer
viewed as it has been viewed before.
This is a question to my mind that
should be viewed in the broad sense.
It should be viewed from the stand-
point as to how it affects the country.
It is to my mind a national question.

I have much pleasure in seconding
the Motion for the appointment of a
comumittee to draft an Address in Re-

ply to the Speech which His Excel-
lency the Administrator was pleased
to make.

MR. HICKMAN.—Mr. Speaker, as it
is customary for the leader of the Op-
position to make some remarks in
reference to the Speech from the
Throne, I intend to say just a few
brief words. I first must congratulate
the Government and the Prime Minis-
ter on selecting two such able men
to move and second the motion for the
Address in Reply. They have select-
ed two of the most long-winded ora-
tors on that side of the House, and

they have also selected a lawyer, as
they knew they wanted somebody to
make a good case out of nothing—the
Speech from the Throne. We have
come around again to the opening of
parliament for the despatch of the
country’s business and it is a most
unusual occurance for the House to
meet in the month of May. It is not
only unusual but detrimental to the
country’s interests. In this couniry
we have only one session in the year,
and during that session the whole
business of the country is conducted

and finalized. In Britain and the
cther Dominions they have sessions
throughout the seasons, which is

quite different. This is the season of
the year when the members who are
interested in the trade of the country
should not be in St. John’s; they
should be at their homes looking after
their business and the country’s in-
terests. I expected that the Speech
from the Throne would give us a full
outline of the legislation that is to
come before the House. I understand
that there is no contentious legislation
to come up. It is simply a matter
of putting through the necessary
business of the House so that the
country’s business can go on until
next session alier the next geuneral
election. The Government and the
country have lost very much time by
this improper procednre and the
countrv is very anxious to know what
is going to happen. Some of our peo-
ple thrcughout the country now are
wanting to see the atmosphere clear-
ed and they want to know what are
the prospects for the coming session.
To the opening of parliament by the
present Government at this session
there is no legal objection. 'This is
the fifth sesion of this House during
the term of office of this Government

and usually there are only four ses-

sions. While there is no legal objec-

tion, there is a moral objection and
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also a constitutional objection. The
practice has always been in England
and the other Dominions, when the
Government has not a sufficent majo-
rity to enact the legislation in the in-
terests of the country, for the Govern-
ment to resign their office. At the pre-
sent session we are in equal numbers
and we could, if we wanted to, defeat
any legiglation that would be brought
forward by this Government. That
Government has not a sufficient to
enact the legislation in the interests
of the country, for that Government
to resign their office. At the present
session we are in equal numbers, and
we cculd, if we wanted to, defeat any
legislation that would be brought for-
ward by this Government. That,
however, i8 not my intention. I do
not want to do anything that would
precipitate the country into a turmoil
and general election at this season of
the year when trade is just beginning.
We have passed through two or three
years of very bad trading in New-
foundland. Both the fishermen and
the merchants,. and particularly the
small outport merchants, have suf-
fered severely in their trade, and I
think it would be very detrimental to
them if, at this time, we were to throw
a monkey wrench into the works of the
Government. The Prime Minister, I
understand, is responsible for the
House opening at this late date.
His positicn is one of great import-
ance, It is an exalted office. The
powers of the Prime Minister are very
great. His functions and duties are
very important. He is not only the
leader of the House and the Govern-
ment, but he is the spokesman of the
country; he is also the custodian of
the people’s rights. His actions
should be well weighed in connection
with anything in the interests of the
mis-

country, I do noct want to be

quoted, but I would like to repeat that
I do not think that the present session

of this parliament shows falthfulness
to the Crown, to our people, or to the
Government themselves. It is a mat-
ter of necessity that we preserve the
rights which our ancestors obtained
after long struggles. The present
Government will be going out of of-
fice, and I would liken them today to
a polar bear on an iceberg drifting
towards the Gulf Stream,

In the reference to the Speech from
the Throne there are many prospects
and negotiations. Prospects and
negotiaticns do not satisfy me. What
we want is something tangible in the
way of labour. The visit of the Empire
Mining and Metallurgical Congress 1
attribute to the good work of the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Mines. 1
believe it was through his efforts that
these people came here last year, and
their visit was certainly of great im-
portance to Newfoundland.

The referencef to the raising o
money on cheaper terms than hitherto
is cnly a coincidence, because money
is cheaper all over the world to-day.
In Canada and United States big corp-
orations like insurance companies are
locking for investments to-day and
there is no trouble to sell good sec-
urities. If a loan is about to be raised
in this country I trust that it will not
go over four and a half per cent for
which the Government should get very
near par.

The re-railing of the road and the
diverting of the line is no doubt in
the interests of the country but can
we afford it. The present Government
have not since they have been in pow-
er balanced their budget one year,
and this year we are told in the Sp-
eech from the Throne there is a fur-
ther deficit. I want to inform the
House for the benefit of the House,
that there has been a strike in the
Liberal Party. I will read for the
benefit of the House the letter which
was addressed to the Hon. the Speak-
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er of the House of Assembly;-

The Honourable Cyril J. Fox,
Speaker of the House of As-
sembly.

Sir,

We have the honour to inform
you that we have organized a Lib-
eral Legislative group for the
more efficient conduct of public
business at this session of the
Legislature. = We support the
policy of Liberalism as distinct
from Conservatism and propose
to work for the liberal cause un-
der the leadership of Sir Richard

Squires.
We have elected as House
Leader for the coming session

Mr. W. W. Halfyard, senior mem-
ber of the Liberal group.

We would be obliged if vyou
would notify His Excellency the
Administrator and the Honourable
Prime Minister accordingly.

We have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servants,

W. W. Halfyard, I. R. Randell,
E. J. Godden, J. H. Scammell,
K. M. Brown, G. F. Grimes,
R. Hibbs, F. G. Bradley, H. M.
Mosdell.

I want to notify you, Mr. Speaker,
and this House of Assembly that these
gentlemen are not now associated
with me and the Liberal Party and
that any utterances of theirs we will
not be responsible for. I think that
I have got out of it pretty well. I
want to tell the House this, that I
have no intention whatever of vacat-
ing my seat as leader of the Opposi-
tion in this Assembly and I have no
intention whatever of resigning my
seat as Leader of the Liberal Party.

I would make some further remarks
in reference to one of the honorable
members who was associated with

me, but who has sent a circular thru-
out his district in which my name was
mentioned not in my interest, but as
his name is asscociated with those on
this notice, then I will refrain from
making any further remarks.

MR. HALFYARD.—Mjr. Speaker,
first, before I inadvertently omit it, I
must thank Mr. Hickman for his cour-
teous advertisement of the action of
what he called the Liberal group on
the Opposition side of the House with-
in the last twenty-four hours. His-
tory has been made, I presume. 1
do not know whether we have any
precedent for such document as has
been read by Mr. Hickman. But it
was not my intention to speak on this
phase of political activity. Rather I
would say that everybody knows our
attitude now and that is why I am
speaking this afternoon to the motion
that is before the Chair for a Com-
mittee to be formed to draft an Ad-
dress in Reply to the Administrator’s
gracious Speech.

We hope that nothing will inter-
fere with our personal relations, no
matter what person’s banner we are
under. It has always been my policy
since I came into public life in 1913
that what I have had to say to any
public man in a public position was
in a public way and had nothing to do
with our personal relations, and I am
sure that Mr. Hickman and myself are
as one with regard to our attitude to-
wards the present Government. Mr.
Hickman has very clearly and very
lucidly this afternoon pointed out the
maladministration of the Monroe Gov-
ernment and has prophesied their fate,
They are drifting to their doom. I
hope my remarks will be brief now,
as there will be ample opportunity be-
tween now and the time the House
closes—as we cannot be here any
longer than July 9th when the term
of office of the Government automat-
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jcally expires—to discuss any meas-
ures brought forward by the Govern-
ment. However much I may differ
from the conclusions and deductions
drawn by Mr. Browne and Mr. Power
from the Speech from the Throne, it
is not my intention this afternoon to
unduly criticise the statements they
have made, as it is not considered
proper form to discuss the Speech on
opening day, but any measures that
are brought in in Bills and Resolu-
tions will be debated by us in due
course. With regard to the proposer
and seconder of the Motion for an
Address in Reply and their associa-
tions with the Monroe Government,
no doubt their action may be consid-
ered by them politically as a good one,
because in 1924 they were younger
and inexperienced men and were im-
bued with the idea that they could
serve themselves and their country
best by identifying themselves with
the Monrce Party, considering the
praiseworthy document that was put
into their hands to present to their
constituents. I do not criticise them
for their action, rather do I sympath-
ise with them, because they are sup-
perting the Monroe Government. Some
of us make up our minds to go under
one person’s banner and then we go
under the banner of somebody else,
and, of course, that is what these two
gentlemen will do in a few weeks time.
I am inclined to refer to one or two
outstanding statements contained in
that wonderful manifesto of the pres-
ent Prime Minister four years ago,
statements which no doubt were a de-
lusion and a snare to 95 per cent of
those who supported and voted for
the Monroe Party at the last general
election. However, the proposer and
seconder of the Speech today have
been with that party so long now that

it is hardly worth while for them to
Cause any semblance or disloyalty to

their leader at this juncture. We are

here today not at the will of the Prime
Minister, and when this House pro-
rogues in a few weeks' time, and the
Prime Minister resigns, and no appeal
to the electorate is made, irrespon-
sible people will be running this
country until next fall, such pro-
cedure, Mr. Speaker, 1 submit is not
good enough.

Mr. Hickman has described the Gov-
ernment as a poor outcast polar bear
on a pan of ice drifting towards the
Gulf Stream. It seems to me to be
like the funeral obsequies of the Mon-
roe Administration. Perhaps it would
be more correct if I described the
Government as a corpse and the
corpse has got to be buried at the pub-
lic expense, because there is absolute-
ly nothing to be gained by holding
this session of the Legislature. We
are here to pass estimates and vote
ourselves our sessional pay and the
session will cost the Colony some
sixty thousand dollars. The Speech
from the Throne foreshadows noth-
ing. It contains only a suggestion and
a hope. Therefore we are here to
bury a Government at the public ex-
pense. The Prime Minister intimated
through the public press that it was
not his intention to lead a party,
either in this House or at the polls
this year. Then why are we here to-
day? We are not here at the wish of
the Prime Minisfer or at the will of
those who have the best interests of
the country at heart. Rather are we
here at the behest of opportunists
who want to hold on to positions of
emolument, rightly or wrongly, and
then to continue in office until Nov-
ember next. During the last session
of the House the Prime Minister made
a pronouncement that there was great
necessity for the enactment of dras-
tic legislation. but his ranks were so
depleted he could not put through
that legislation. He anticipated that
something would happen within the
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next twelve months that would
strengthen his Government and enable
him to come to this House and put
thru the necessary legislature. Still
the member for St. John's West today
said that this Government would go
on record for progress that was sound
steady and consistent within the past
years. The Honourable Member by
his superior education has a gift of
language by saying things that would
make it difficult for the ordinary lay-
man to understand . It bordered o©n
sarcasm, but I would say that the pro-
gress he talks of brought death, dif-
ficulty and disaster in its train.

MR, SPEAKER; In noticing the
countenance of the members of the
Government since this House has
been opened this afternoon it has been
like the phases of the moon, some-
times full, sometimes waning, There
was the idea “we are here another six
months, and that will help us to get
a little more fat and sleek than we
are now, and we are fairly well as it
is,”” and then the thought came that
the patrimony we now enjoy will end
with the decease of the present Gov-
ernment. The Government, rightly or
wrongly, has been trying to hold on
to office. I need not repeat that;
everybody knows that. The Govern-
ment, rightly or wrongly, has been
trying to hold on to office. What for?
Well; to departmental heads it means
the loss of $300 or $400 a month, and
then to the beloved army of followers
in patronage received goodness knows
how much it means. I sympathize
with the Prime Minister to a certain
extent; I can blame him from another
point of view. As I told him last year,
I would not be here to be the goat for
a crowd that wants to remain on in
office. I would not do it, and I wish I
was as independent of men and means

as he, and I would tell them to go to
where they would not want the nec-
essities of life.

In reference to the industrial sit-
uaticn and labour giving industries of
this country, we can go back to the
operation in Corner Brook and we can
take cur minds back for a few years
and turn up the files of the newspap-
ers and find criticism made against
those who were trying to introduce
those industries who were to bring
into being those mills at Corner
Brook, Why, it has been the salvation
of this country; and it was thought
last year that possibly another mill
would be in operation on the Gander.
We regret that that has fallen through
but we hope that the next Govern-
ment will bring the matter to a suc-
cessful issue. I don't suppose it will
be done now before the general elec-
ticn. But the present Government can-
not take any credit for any indust-
rial activities in the country at the
present time. It was brought about in
spite of some of the members and fol-
lowers of the present Government and
it was the irony of fate that some of
those men who had cpposed the pro-
position were there at the opening of
the mills. Can the present Government
point to any great labour giving in-
dustry? I am glad to hear the Fin-
ance Minister hopes to have a small
deficit. We shall see more about that
later. We all know that things can
be covered up easily, especially when
a Government is going out and they
only have to let the other people take
care of the trouble after they have
covered things up. Anyway we are all
glad to hear that the financial stand-
ing of the country is a little better
than anticipated. When the present
Government took charge in 1924 they
said with regard to the seal-fishery
and cﬂ‘dfiahery.

(Reads Extract)

What brought about this very de-
sirable state of affairs? Was it be-
cause the Monroe Government was
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in office six or seven weeks it led to
employment? Absolutely not. The tide
had been running adversely and they
came in on the tidal wave of what ap-
peared to be future prosperity when
it turned for a while. That lasted for
the next year,
then?

Since then look at the huge price
vou had to pay to keep the people
from getting the dole. Since 1924 you
had to build the dock at a cost of two
millicns; spend two and a quarter
millions on highroads, tourist roads,
and a hotel; all visionary under-
takings; which in a great many cases
are a liability and a tax on the earn-
ings of the country. Can this Govern-
ment point to any one undertaking
during its regime which means in-
creased earning power to the people.
You have increased the public dept
several millions and have't been able
to put the Gander on the map.

Mr. Speaker; I think it is better
for me to stop as I may continue here
and weary the ladies. I have no re-
gard for the feelings of the gentlemen
but I hope if God gives me strength
that I will be out asking the ladies for
their vote in a few weeks and I will
not weary them with any further re-
marks on the subject matter before
the chair. Now Mr, Browne the Mem-
ber for St. John’'s West was very good.
Of course he was inclined to get out
of his depth a little when he talked
about the sealfishery and codliver oil,
talking about having a million gallons
of codoil exported; but he did very
well; he has superior knowledge and
education |[but |not having practical
knowledge of these things. The seal-
fishery it is said brought remuner-
ative results to the men. I cannot con-
cur with that. It has brought very un-
satisfactory results to the men pro-
secuting it this year. Do we ever hear
talk of an arrangement between two

but what happened

parties entering into a commerical un-
dertaking whereby bolli parties get
returns from: that undertaking and
what they receive depends on what
the undertaking produces? Here we
have the sezal fishing industry and the
men sign up for one third of the catch,
It is generally regarded as actually
one third of the catch and that the
men can demand one-third of the seals
to do what they want with them. This
yvear the value of the cargo brought
to St. John's from the icefields does
not depend so much on the quantity
of the fat as the quality of the skin
because the value of the cargo de-
pends more than it did on the value
of the fur which is more in demand.
Now the sealers before they went to
the icefields wanted to know what
price they would get for fat before
then went out and the men -interested
in the sealfishery said “alright, we
will pay you five dollars for fat'; but
do you think that they would have so
readily consented to offer $5.00 for
fat if they did not know that they
could anticipate getting 3 seal skins
for that amount of fat and these
would possibly be worth $4.00 each or
$12.00 for the - three without any
value at all on the fat. I don’t think
you are going to find men to go to the
ice next spring without arranging
their share as the fair value of the
cargo. It will require some book-
keeping but the merchants should
get down to it, and place their cards
on the table and give a statement of
the gross earnings and expenses. That
is the trouble; none of us are honest;,
as 1 have told some of my constituents
asking for things I couldr’t possibly
get. I said if politicians and con-
stituents were honest it would be a
different world altogether. And we
have to be if we want to get the con-
fidence of the people,

I apologise Mr. Speaker and 1
thank you for your gracious indul-



18 HOUSE OF ASSFEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

gence for I have spoken not in a set
speech but just as things came to my
" mind; just the general point of view
and that is what we are all interested
in. At any rate now that we are here,
put vour legislation on the table to-

morrow. Bring it in and let us get

through as quickly as possible. We
should not be here; but now let us get
through quickly.

MR CASHIN: Mr. Speaker; I did not
intend to make any remarks here this
afternoon but recent political events
have forced me to the position that I
have to take the opportunity this
afternoon of making one or two per-
sonal explanations. Other speakers
made reference to the Speech from the
Throne that has been read by His
Excellency the Administrator in the
other Chamber and which was read
by you Mr. Speaker to this House
Just a short time ago. With regard
to the contents of that Speech I do
not at the present time propose to
deal with, but at some future date I
propose to make a few casual remarks
in reference thereto. It has been cus-
tomary in the past that the annual
political drama takes place in the
Legislature and men on both sides of
the House play their specific parts.
This year the motion for an Address
in Reply to the Speech from the
Throne was moved my friend Mr. W.
J. Browne and seconded by Mr. Power
the Honourable Member for St.
George’s and they were replied to in
customary manner by the Leader of
the Opposition and he was followed
by Mr. Halfyard who assumed a new
leaderhisp _ﬂuring the past few hours.
And first while it has been customary
for individuals to ccnggatulate the
various Members performing in the
various roles. I regret that I feel that
these individuals were placed in those
. positions to play their part in those
roles and that there was no sincerity
bzhind them. I will pass from' that

matter for the present and I wish to
refer to a circular letter issued by Mr.
Hibbs the Member for Fogo a short
while ago and with your permission I
will just read one short paragraph
which has personal reference to me.
I might say Mr. Speaker that this let-
ter was in the form of a manifesto it
seems, but to be brief this afternoon
I shall not deal with the contents of
that famous document but shall refer
to it later on in the Session, but for
the benefit of the Members of the
House and those outside the House
some of whom probably may have a
certain amount of confidence in me,
especialy the people I represent in
Ferryland District, I feel it behooves
me to make this explanation this
afternoon.

(Reads Extract)
from circular letter referred to above

Mr. Speaker, if I could be permitted
here this afternoon I would put a con-
struction on that paragraph which I
regret to say would not be pleasing to
the spectators who thought it worth
while to come here and witness this
annual drama.,

I think that members on both sides
of the House and people outside of
the House will recognize the fact
that if any man has fought the pres-
ent administration fearlessly, if 1
must say so myself, honestly and
straightforwardly, with neither back-
biting nor dagger drawing, it was
Peter J. Cashin, member for Ferry-
land, and 1 say here today that no
member of the Opposition side of this
House has used his efforts any better
than T have done to defeat the present
administration.

I have used my time and personal
influence and I have fought a by-elec-
tion, helped to fight them, and spent
my own money on it and feel that 1
can use my mind and that it is pri-
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vilege not to have to first apply to Mr.
Hibbs or to any one else to ask them
what I should or should not do.

1 thank God that up to the present
time I don’'t belong to either liberal
party or tory party, because local
political parties are so much non--
sense, and we have to say here that
you belong to one of these two parties,
sometimes liberal and sometimes tory.
There is not a member in the House
who has not been on either side at one
time or another, who has not been
either Liberal or Tory, Tory if it suits
them: Liberal if it suits them.

And there is really no Liberal
party in Newfoundland because there
is no strict policy of liberalism in this
country.

There is no Liberal party in this
country.

It is a case of every man for him-
self.

Mr. Hibbs, the writer of that cir-
cular; knows that its contents as far
as I am concerned, is an absolute fab-
rication.,

Those persons who associated them-
selves with me and with Mr, Brophy
in connection with the by-election in
St. John's East to defeat the present
Government, know that I used every
effort to beat the Government and that
I helped to beat them, and Mr. Hibbs
issued papers for which I paid for
personally.

And behind my back he writes a
base fabrication to his constituents
in Fogo.

I will take the necessary steps with-
in the next two weeks to prove my
position and I am prepared to spend
more dollars to tell why that circular
was issued.

I have had my own opinions as re-
gards the spring election and I dont
think that is anyvone’s business.

I was always opposed to a spring
election, but I think that if the dif-
ferent departments of the House will
remember last summer and those who
want to take the trouble to look up
the Hansard, will find that I was
strongly in favour of bringing about
an election last fall.

I mentioned there then that the
Monroe Administration "had not the
confidence of the people and I say
again today that they have not got
the confidence of the people, and as
the Opposition members last year op-
posed the Monroe Administration to-
day they come in here as members of
Liberal and conserative parties and 1
will be doing my share in the House
to fight the Government just as well
as Mr. Hibbs or any other member of
the Opposition, whether Liberal or
Tory, and when the time arrives I can
side-step to either of these, and that
time is not going to be very long
coming.

I have failed to hear any gentle-
man on this or the other side of the

*House give any consistent reason why

there should be a spring election.

I agree that for political reasons it
might be best for Mr. Hibbs to have a
spring election,

At the present juncture I am in bus-
iness in this country and all my in-
terests are tied up in that business,
and it is my duty to protect my bus-
iness.

£l

I feel that a spring election does
not look out for trade or commerce in
this country because the spring of the
year is the time when everybody is
preparing for the season’s business
and cannot be taken from his business
for political deoings of any kind.

But at this particular juncture that
is the particular reason why I do not
favour a spring election, and I re-
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alize that the Members of the Monroe
Administration want to stay here in
office in order to draw their monthly
pay as long as they can.

We see in the Speech from the
Throne that we have got to raise a
loan to pay the seven and a half mil-
lions coming due on the 30th of June.

Supposing -for the sake of argument
that we were having a spring election
tomorrow. It was around this time
that we had it three or four years ago.
Supposing a spring election took place
within the next two weeks no Govern-
ment, Liberal or Tory could get into
office before the first of June. The

Legislature could not open until the
1nth,

Could the necessary funds be raised
and placed to the credit of the Colony
in the Bank of Montreal by the 30th
of June in order to meet the demand
for the seven and a half millions due
on that date?

What would happen them?

We would have people knﬂcking‘
down the doors of Customs House
looking for their money and no money
to pay them. Would the credit of the
country be impaired. Certainly it
would.

Members of this House who ad-
vocate a spring election have not got
the interests of this Country at heart.

That is one of the reasons why I op-
pose a spring election. I oppose it
now and I am not supporting the Gov-
ernment and I am not a member of
either the Liberal or Tory party.
Neither one matters a snap of the
finger to me.

I would like during the course of
this Session for Mr. Hibbs to ex-
plain why he thought fit to use my
name in his Fogo manifesto without
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My permission.

I think I am entitled to some re-
cognition in this House.

I have never been approached by
any member on the opposite side of
the House to find out if I would sup-
port the Monroe Government and teld
them I did not want a spring election.

And if it comes down to brasstacks,
when discussing various matters with
the members of the Government, 1
told them that I was opposed to a
a spring election, I told them why
they wanted to get rid of it was bhe-
cause they wanted to hold on Lo office.

I do not want a job in the Govern-
ment, but I was opposed to it on
principle, and I am prepared to stand
up here until six o’clock and show Mr.
Hibbs that I fought the Government
harder than he ever fought it and ever
could fight it and that when the elec-
tion comes around I will fight it hard-
er than he will.

Mr. Speaker I have to offer my
apologies to the House and to those
who tcok the trouble to come here to
witness our annual drama for having
0 express myself in such a manner
but I feel that in offering an explan-
atticn to the people you will realize
that in view of the facts, there was no
other course cpen to me, as one who
has fought the Government consis-
tently during the past three years.

I want to tell the House, Mr. Speak-
er ,that while the famous note said
“Cashin and Moore left the Govern-
ment two years ago’” that the writer's
memecery lapsed because Cashin left
one year before Moore.

I came across here first and Moore
followed the next year.

And Mr. Speaker the writer may
be able to turn to the records of the
House and find out if the statements
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ithat I made are correct or incorrect.

I left the Government in 1925 on
policy. I went with the Govern-
mznt in 1924 pledged to certan con-
ditions which they failed to carry out.
When I had driven them as hard as
1 could, without avail I left them.

I am not ashamed to say so today.

The Monroe Administration knows
that I did it with the best of inten-
tions and members of the Opposition
will agree and back me up when 1 say
that from the time I crossed the
ftoors of the House up to the present
moment that Cashin fought consis-
tently and that he will yet tell the
Monroe administration where they
get off before the present session
closes.

We have heard several references
made to the polar bear on a pan of ice
but I think that I have coined an il-
lustration of public life in this coun-
try as we have it today.

While there are many who go to the
seal fishery once a year have a belt
and sheath on for five or six weeks
in crder to help them with their seal
fshery, there are somz of the politi-
cians who carry a belt and sheath the
whole year around and draw the
knife when they are not noticed to do
injury to a public man. *

I weculd like to know whether Mr.

Hibbs has attempted to do me a poli-

ical or a private injury.

It is of no interest to Mr. Hibbs
whether I support the Government or
not. No, he has another reason and
before the Legislature closes I will
tell him the reason.

But Mr. Hibbs has to explain why
he arrived at such a position that he
has brought my name into his mani-
festo and T want him to tell me right

here and now that that document is
incorrect and if he states that it is
correct and what he put in there is
true, then he lies wilfully. And I de-
mand right here in this Legislature
that he proves the statements or take
it back before this House and I ask
you, Mr. Speaker, who are noted for
yvour fairness to both sides to see that
it is done.

MR. HIBBS. Mr. Speaker, with your
permission I desire to reply to the

"Honcurable gentleman who has just

taken his seat. While I scarcely ex-
pected that such an honour as becom-
ing the subject of so much attention
frcm my honourable friend would be
thrust upon me this evening, I may
say that it is not altogther a surprise
to me . Though the medium of varjous
telephone calls, and otherwise, I was
informed this morning that Mr. Cash-
in had taken exception to a statement
in a letter which I had recently sent
through the mail to certain constitu-
ents of mine in the District of Fogo,
and that he proposed coming into the
House this evening to attack me with
regard to the matter. I wish to say
at the outset that I have no apology to
make to Mr. Cashin or any other per-
son because I wrote that letter. That
was purely my own business. I re-
present an extern district and a nuin-
ber of intelligent electors of the Dis-
trict are anxious to be informed as to
the trend of political developments,
and it will not be disputed, I am suare,
that it is part of my duty, among other
things, to supply them with reliable
information, and I ‘shall continue to
do so from time to time. Enquiries
have often been made by them as (o
where Messrs. Cashin and Moore

stood politically.

Mr. Speaker, before replying fur-
ther to Mr. Cashin’s remarks here this
evening. I desire to call the attention
of the Minister of Posts and Tele-
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egraphs to the fact that the letter from
which Mr. Cashin has read a para-
graph, was stolen from the mail and
brought to the Daily News Office, and
there garbled for political purposes,
and extracts from same published in
yesterday morning’s News, I repeat,
Sir, that the article printed in the
Daily News and purporting to have
been sent to Fogo was manufactured
in that office and the writer did not
hesitate to stoop to the depth of mak-
ing a sectarian appeal for the purpose
of injuring me. Had the author of this
infamous transaction been clever
enough to wait for a few days more
until a return mail would have time
to come from Fogo, then he may not
have been caught redhanded. No per-
son in Fogo, either friend or [{foe,
would think of writing such a letter
as appeared in yesterday's News, and
furthermore at the moment when this
scheme was being hatched in the
Daily News office that lying article
was being written, the mail carrying
my letters had not even reached Fogo,
not to speak of a reply coming back.

Mr. Speaker, I assert here this even-
ing that His Majesty’s mail was tam-
pared with and one at least of the
letters, which I had posted in the
regular way, has been stolen and that
the Daily News knew of that {fact
when that garbled report was written
and, Sir, a gentlemen who represents
that newspaper is holding a seat op-
posite me in this House, and I chal-
lenge him to make an affidavit that
what I have said here this evening is

not correct.
L

MR. PUDDESTER.—I do not want
to make an aflidavit; it is absolute-
ly incorrect.

MR. HIBBS.—Mr. Speaker, I am
sorry, but my knowledge of the incid-
ent and the gentleman in questicon,
makes it impossible for me to accept

that statement, and I again challeng2

him to make an affidavit. We are
now come to the position in this
Country when even His Majesty’s

Mail is not safe,

MR. CASHIN.—I suppose that the
honorable member does not mean to
insinuate that I was a party to
breaking into the post office and steal-
ing the document.

MR. HIBBS.—I made no such state-
ment, but I do most emphatically
gtate that the letter or circular, it you
like, was stolen from the Mail and
brought to the Daily News office, and
I must ask the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs to take due notice of this
fact.

Mr. Speaker, I am standing behind
every word and syllable in that circu-
lar letter from the first to the last
word. It contains no statement that
was not correct, and I shall be glad
to present every gentleman in this
House with a copy, if they so desire.
It will not do the government mem-
bers any harm if they have a copy of
that letter, as it contains a state-
ment of my opinion of the Govern-
ment’s policy, an opinion which is
shared by the people of the Country,
and it gives expression to’ my own
views as plainly as I can, and will,
express them on the floors of this
House during the Session.

With respect to the particular state-
ment complained of by Mr. Cashin
and Mr. Moore, although the Ilatter
has not yet spoken, it is hardly neces-
sary for me to read the paragraph,
as Major Cashin has done so, and 1
am sure that every person in this
chamber has had an opportunity of

hearing it, as he possesses a very
good Vvoice.
Now, Sir, if I were to make a

statement in a letter with reference to
Mr. Cashin, or any other person that




HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 23

was not correct, I would not hesitate
to withdraw it.
misinterpret anyone’s attitude, but
with reference to the incident in
question, I want to ask Major Cashin
if he remembers walking down Water
Street with me some time in Janu-
ary, and in discussing the peolitical
situation, making the statement to
me that he intended to support the
Government as against the Opposition
in order to keep the Government in
power until the Fall of the year. 1
now ask Major Cashin if he will deny
this statement.

MAJOR CASHIN.—I might have
gaid that, but I am opposed to a
Spring eletion.

MR. HIBBS.—I again ask Major
Cashin if it is correct that he stated
to a prominent public man, whose
word I am prepared to accept, when
leaving his presence some time the
past Winter, that he was then going
down to see Nr. Monroe to offer him
his support against the Opposition, in
order that the Monroe Government
may carry on till the Fall of the year.

I have had the pleasure of a con-
versation with Mr, Cashin in his of-
fice on two occasions recently, and
we, in a friendly way, discussed the
political situation. We disagreed on
some questions, and Mr. Cashin at
least conveyed to me the impression
that he would not be supporting the
Opposition. The statement in my let-
ter to Fogo constituents stated the
facts as I understeod them from Mr.
Cashin himself.

With regard to Mr. Moore, it is
well kncwn that he has repeatedly
made similar statements during the
last few months, and I am sure that
there are hundreds within the sound
of my voice this afternoon who real-
ise that the honorable gentleman had
cffered to support the Government

I would be sorry to.

and to keep it in office until the Fall
of the year.

I will go further, Mr. Speaker, and
say right here that if a resolution
was moved this evening by the Op-
position retaining office after their
lezitimate time expires that Major
Cashin and Mr. Moore would support
the Government as against the Oppos-
ition. That, I think, confirms all that
was said in the circular letter com-

plained of

The writer in the News endeavored
to raise the sectarian issue because 1
mentioned only the names of Mr
Cashin and Mr. Moore. No person in
Newfoundland who knows Hibbs.
would associate my name with a sec-
tarian appeal. No person in this
country has ever known me to bring
the question of religion into my poli-
tics. I have never done so, and I
never will. If one wishes to find sec-
tarian fire bugs, you have only to go
to the newspaper office from which
that letter was published.

The object of this low down attack
was to cause strife because Mr. Cash-
in. Mr. Moore and myself do not hap-
pen to worship at the same shrine.
Those contemptible tactics are 100
well known to have much effect.

With regard to a Spring election,
I am strongly in favor of an election
in the early Spring, and it is sheer
nonsense to talk about upsetting
trade, but I do not think that I should
discuss this question at this juncture,
but will expresss myself in this con-
necticn later on,

With regard to Mr. Cashin’'s state-
ment that he would take up this sub-
ject later in the Session, I assure him
that he will find me quite willing to
debate the question when the occasgion
arises, and I think it will be proven
to his satisfaction that the paragraph
in that letter was correct and con-
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tained no suggestion of a sectarian
tinge.

MR. CASHIN.—I did not say that
anything sectarian was meant.

MR. HIBBS.—Well the same cannot
be said of the Daily News, as that
object was deliberately planned.

In concluding, I may say, Mr.
Speaker, that two prominent gentle-
men in g telephone conversation this
morning, stated that they were pre-
pared to prove that the honourable
gentleman for Ferryland, Mr. Moore,
had stated to them within the last few
days that he was going to support
the Government in the event of any
vote that would interfere with their
remaining in office until next Fall.

MR. MOORE.—Name them?

MR. HIBBS.—That has been com-
mon knowledge through the City for
some time past and for that reason,
Mr. Speaker, I am standing behind
every word in that circular and have
no apologies to make to any man.

MR. MOORE.—Mr. Speaker, this
seems to me to be the afternoon for
testifying and I hope and trust that
you will give me the privilege that
you have given my colleague and the
honorable member for Fogo, Mr.
Hibbs. I must first congratulate Mr.
Brown and Mr., Power. I think that
their speeches this afternoon create
a different atmosphere from what
they did last year, and I heartily con-
gratulate these two gentlemen. I
must also congratulate the leader of
the Opposition, Mr. Hickman, upon his
efforts this afternoon. But now to
refer to what brought me to my feet,
in connection with this circular is-
sued to the electorate of the district
of Fogo, by my honorable friend,
Mr. Hibbs. Mr. Hibbs did not have
my permission to use my name in that
connection, I did not walk down the

street with him and tell him that I

. was going to support the Government

in any way, and I want to make the
statement now that no member of the
Government and no supporter of the
Government ever asked me to sup-
pert them in any measure that was
coming before this “hamber. It is a
case of making a hunt of the poor
bayman again. That is the meaning
of that paragraph there. He knew very
well that Major Cashin and myself
never intended to support the Gov-
ernment. I left the Government and
came over here for certain reasons.
I cwe no allegiance to anv man in this
House, except the party chat sent me
to represent them and che people of
this country. When any legislation
comes down here for the betterment
of this country, I intend to support
it, irrespective of any party. If I am
privilged to go to the polls during
the next election, I hope that I will
go in a party that this country can
look up to and respect I want to
state that the paragraplh in that epis-
tle that* was sent to Fogo District by
Mr. Hibbs is false. And I am going to
take the first opportunity that I pos-
sibly can to contradict that statement
in the district of Fogo. And I will
tell them something possibly that they
would like to hear.

I-thank wyou, Mr. Speaker, for
granting me permission to make this
contradiction.

MR. ASHBOURNE.—Mr. Speaker,
it is not my intention at the present
time to discuss the Speech from the
Throne. Early this year an editorial
appeared in the Evening Telegram
with regard to having prayer offered
at the opening of the session. I had
hopes that the editorial would have
been considered by the Government
and that some prayer would have been
offered up to Almighty God at the
opening of this sessicn. I deem it
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my duty to bring to the attention of
of the Prime Minister and the mem-
b2rs of this House the fact that no
provision has been made in this par-
liament for a prayver to Almighty
God and I would suggest that each
day that the House is open that a pas-
sage 0of the Scripture should be read
and the Lord’s Prayver repeated. We
have just recently taken a new coat
of arms on which are the words in
Latin:

- ¥y

“Quaerite prime regnum = Dei
which means “Seek ye first the King-
dom of God.”

We are told that if we seek first
the Kingdom of God and His Right-
eousness that «il other things will
he added unto us, and I believe that
if we aclhnowledge Him in all our
ways that he will direct our paths.

MR. GRIMES.—Mr. Syreaker, in ref-
erence to the remarks just made by
Mr. Ashbourne, i would like to sup-
port the suggestion made by him, It
is not anything new that he has sug-
gested. It is a daily occurrence in
the Congress of the United States to
have some representative of one de-
nomination or another to open the
proceedings of parliament with a
short prayer and it must have some
influence in the House in having de-
bates conducted along the proper
lines, and I trust that the Government
will consider the suggestion that has
been made.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr., Speaker, we have listened to
many addresses this afternoon, but I
am not quite sure whether every mem-
ber who has spoken represents a dif-
ferent party. We had a great many
parties at last sessjon, but they were
not so well defined as they are this
yvear. I would like, Sir, to congratu-
late Mr. Browne and Mr. Power on
the wvery excellent addresses they

made this afternoon, and I particular-
ly congratulate the official Leader of
the Opposition, inasmuch as he had
the hardihood to stand by the posi-
tion he asumed when this Assembly
first came into being. It seems to me
that it was very absurd, very unkind
and very rude for members of the Op-
position to try and throw aside Mr.
Hickman at this last session of the
Assembly after he had been good
enough to act as their leader for four
vears. I can see no possible sense in
that ridiculous statement that +was
forwarded to me this morning through
the Speaker. The statement has been
read to this House by the Leader of
the Opposition this afternoon and it
sets out that there is going to be
created a Liberal Legislative group.
As far as we are concerned we only
know a Government and an Opposition®
We have no Sir Richard Squires in
this House, and there is no sense in
having any distinct and separate lead-
er representing his political group.
For that reason I say that when Mr.
Halfyard referred to Mr. Browne
and Mr. Power supporting a Leader
in the House this year because it was
hardly worth their while to change,
so do I say to him that it was hardly
worth his while and others to change
at this late hour, after being four
yvears in office under the leadership of
Mr. Hickman.

With regard to the Manifesto that
Mr. Hibbs saw fit to send out to his
constituents in Fogo distriet, I think
that the member for Ferryland has a
great deal of justification in feeling
injured. Why should I receive the
first notification of the fact that Mr.
Cashin and Mr. Moore were going to
support me in this House through the
Manifesto of the member for Fogo.
Neither Mr. Cashin nor Mr. Moore
has ever approached me with even a
suggestion that they were going to
support me in this House, and, if



26 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

they had, I would have been inclined,
as has been suggested by Mr. Half-
vard, to tell them that it was hardly
worth while to bother about it now.
We have our ninteen membrs as we
had at last session and we are quite
prepared to carry through the legis-
lation necessary. It is perfectly true
that our ranks being depleted some-
what made it difficult for us the past
few yvears to put through legislation
that we would have liked to have en-
acted, but we have carried on a
usual, and I have no regrets to ex-
press and no reason to feel in any
way ashamed of anything we have
done. We will go out of office at the
end of our term, feeling quite satis-
fied that we have done our best and
feeling that no other body of men
would have done better.

Reference has been made to the ab:
sence of a spring election, and we are
told that we should not have carried
on into this session of the Legislature,
but we then pointed out that if it
had been found desirable to hold an
election last Fall it would have been
impossible to hold it in the light of
the multitude of detail work that was
brought about by the Re-distribution
Bill and Women’'s Franchise Bill.
However, I called the party together
in the early Spring of the year and
I told them that I was in no way de-
sirous of holding on to office and I
wanted them to decide if there shouid
be a Spring election. The members
of my party unanimously decided that,
speaking for their constituents and
not for themselves, they did not want
a Spring election . Mr. Browne called
attention this afternoon to the fact
that away back in 1861 the members
sitting in the Legislature at that times
decided that there was to be no more
Spring elections, as they werc not in
the best interests of the country.
Well, I had experience of only three
clections in my life, two of them in

the Spring, and I have no desire to go
through any more Spring elections.
Not only is a Spring election incon-
venient for members getting around
this country to their constituents, ow-
ing to conditions in the Spring which
makes it impossible for people to see
their ccnstituents, but what is the
good of holding a general election un-
less the electorate is informed of
what i1s going and can know the true
condition of things. Now there would
be no talk of a Spring election at all
if in 1923 the Squires administration
had finished their term and given an
account of thier stewardship for their
four years of office; but, instead they
went to the country in 1923 and
shouted “Humber,” “Humber,” when
there was no need of holding a gen-
eral election and when the entire leg-
islature were agreed to the Humber
deal. The whole country at that time
was perfectly agreed on the Humber
business, but the Squires administra-
tion brought about the Spring  elec-
tion for the reason I have mentioned.

A great deal has been said about
the Speech from the Throne this af-
ternoon and I do not propose to dwell
on it at any length, because I know
that some of the ladies here this after-
noon are already tired from listening
to “wordy” parliamentarians; but I
would like to refer to one remark
made by Mr. Halfyard in which he
said that we were not able to put
through the Gander proposition. I
think this requires a little explana-
tion, because I deplore the fact that
there is not in the immediate future
the labor-giving operations for our
people that I would like to see coming
and it is for that reason that the
Government is trying as soon as pos-
sible to make provision for the diver-
sions of the railway through Buchans

Miné’ and around Howley. The Gov-
ernment felt it necessary to suggest
this because it was evident that there
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is no immediate work in view for our
people on a large scale and that is to
some extent due to the fact that the
(Gander is not coming into being, but
it is through no fault of the Govern-
ment that it is not coming into being.
in December 27th last I communi-
cated with the 1. P. & P. Company to
know if there was any progress being
made with the Gander proposition
and I got this reply back from Mr.
Head. The correspondence that ex-
changed between us is as follows:

(Copy.)
December 21, 1927.

Neil C. Head,
International Paper Co.,
Pershing Building,
Park Ave. & 42nd St.,
New York.

A matter in connection with pos-
sible sale of a quantity of rails at
Glenwood is reason for asking you
again when we may expect a decision
regarding Gander development.

(Sgd.) W. S. MONROE.

(Copy.)
New York, December 27,

Hon. Walter S. Monroe,
St. John’s, Nfid.

1927,

Charlton’s figures on Gander pro-
position practically complete and they
show construction at Gander impos-
sible and only solution is four addi-
tional machines at Corner Brook.
Suggest you appoint Engineer to re-
present vou and verify our figures.
This requires Engineer familiar not
only with water power but also paper
mill construction and cost of produc-
tion. Outstanding men in country are
Hardy, Ferguson and George F-
Hardy. Ferguson made up Reid fig-
ures, which eliminates him, so [
would suggest George Hardy as best
man obtainable. He is not empioyed
by or connected with us. His ad-

dress is 309 Broadway, New York
City. As Charlton must leave here
January 10th at latest for St. John's
would appreciate prompt appoint-
ment your Engineer. This answers
vour wire of December 21st.

(Sgd.) N. C. HEAD.

(Copy.)

St. John's, Nfld,,
December, 29, 1927.

Neil C. Head, Esq.,
International Paper Co.,
Pershing Building,

New York.

Government extremely disappoint-
ed. As I understood Reid's Engineers
were getting together with yours and
failing an agreement with them a
third party was to be called in to de-
cide if scheme could be economically
carried out. What object is there in
our having figures checked if under
any circumstance you have decided
not to build mill on Gander.

(Sgd.) W. S. MONROE.

(Copy.)
New York, December 30, 1927.

Hon. Walter S. Monroe,
St. John's.

We are in practical agreement with
Reid Engineers cn amount of water
power available Gander and cost of
development power. We differ with
Reids on amount of power required
to produce ton of paper and conse-
quently size dam required is greatly
in excess that proposed by Reids.
This high cost dam makes cost of pro-
ducing paper at Gander prohibitive.
We are willing to go forward with all
conditions Gander charter if allowed
build two Gander machines at Cor-
ner Brook which would mean four ad-
ditional machines at Corner Brook by
1928 with minimum expenditures
starting 1929 as provided in charter.
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If our figures are correct no one can
build at Gander which justifies Gov-
ernment removing requirement mill
be located on Gander. If our figures
are wrong will be glad to be shown
by your engineers. We assumed
Government would prefer check our
figures independently before taking
any action based on them.

(Sgd.) NEIL C. HEAD.

(Copy.)
December 31, 1927.

N. C. Head,
International Paper Co.,
Pershing Building,
New York.

Government does not feel under ex-
isting circumstanceg that it should
take any definite action seeing nothing
has been heard from Gander Valley
Company with whom contract was
made.

(Sgd.) W. S. MONROE.

That is the policy we adopted last
winter and that is the policy we ad-
opted this spring when the I P. &
P. Company and the Reids came along
with an agreement that had been sign-
ed between them. We said to the In-
ternational people “let you both come
together with your proposition and
let us know what you want and then
we will listen to you.” The Gander
Valley & Power Company refused to
come. I understand the Reids feel
confident that they can get somebody
to come to build a mill on the Gander
and I am glad if they can, but if a
mill is not to be built on the Gander
it might be more advantageous to
have additional units at Corner

Brook together with another glori-
fled Hampden.

We have a mill on which we guar-
anteed ten millions at Corner Brook
and naturally we don’t want to see it
fail.. I don’t think it is gcing to fail.

If there were added four additional
units so that the mill were doubled
up, I don't think there is any ques-
tion at all about it now. If we had
an assurance that they were going to
build at the Gander or Corner Brook
there would be immediately develop-
ment and some labor given, if they are
going to build four additional units
at Corner Brook there would unques-
tionably be other work building a
$600,000.00 pier at Port aux Basques
which W. I. Bishop has made plans
for. The International Paper Com-
pany have taken over the interests of
Mr. Crowe in Bay D’Espoir water
power and there are ten millions or
somewhere thereabouts to be spent in
developing a power which that Com-
pany will probably sell. The Govern-
ment has at present the amount of
$130,000.00 on deposit for the security
of the development of that water
power within five years, and we all
knocw the International Paper Com-
pany has as much interest in the de-
velopment of power as in the sale of
paper. Their business is the develop-
ment of power as well as paper manu-
facturing and they have plants where
they develop power for the purpose of
selling to other industries. When that
industry is developed there will be
another great big industry somewhere
in the neighborhcod of Bay D’Espoir
These are matters of importance, but
they don’'t give immediate relief. The
mine at Buchans is an important de-
velopment, an enormously valuable
thing for the country. I look for-
ward to the time when the returns to
the Government from that industry
are going to pay at least half the in-
terest on the public Dept. I am per-
fectly satisfied that is coming about;
but in the meantime even Buchan’s
Mine is not going to give us any very

enormous labour relief. The working
of a mine as you can understand may
be compared in this respect to the dis-
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charging of a schooner lcad of fish.
Wwhile working in the hatch only a few
men are required but when half the
cargo is out you can put a large staff
of men out to do a lot of work, Buch-
ans Mine now is the “hatchways”
stage. Threz hundred men is as much
probab’y as will be required; and so
the Government is considerably con-
cerned as to the labour situation, and
and that is one of the reasons why we
bring forward this proposition to gzt
work by doing something that will
eventually be a saving to the country
that is putting the railway around in
another direction, It should have been
done in my opinion long ago and the
fact that Buchan's Mine is on the main
line of the deviation necessary, is all
the more inducement for the doing of
it now,

I hcpe, Mr. Speaker, that this ses-
sion of the legislature is going to be
a pleasent one, in spite of some par-
ties that are going probably to have a
little bit of a fling at one another in
the opposition ranks. I have no reason
to suppcse that the gentlemen sitting
oppoegite are not as desirous of getting
out of this House as we are ourselves,
and they certainly will have all the
opportunity they want for talking
politics the next six or eight months;
and ccnszquently I ask the Members
of the various oprosition parties to do
their best not to waste any time. We
like to see Mr. Halfyard get on his
feet, but sometimes we like to see
him getting off them, because he has
a habit sometimes of speaking a little
longer than he intended to do. Some
of the members of the House may feel
it is necessary again to take out my
Manifesto which has been read so
strenucusly to me the last four years
and read it again before I go, but I
ask even In respect to that to restrain
themselves.

There is a group now that have ad-
vertised themselves this afternoon;

we don’'t know who is behind the
other groups. Mr. Hickman has not
told us whether he controls the rest
of the gentlemen in the House on the
other side; but Mr. Halfyard appar-
ently has brought his party together
and they represent part of the execu-
tive probably of the next Government
that they think is coming into power.
All T can say is if they do come in
power and have as fine a looking
group sitting in their ranks as I see
sitting opposite, I shall feel very
much like getting a seat in the Op-
position in order to have a good look
at them.

I want to congratulate again the
gentlemen who moved and seconded
the motion for the address in reply.

COMMITTEE ON ADDRESS

It was moved by Mr. Browne and
seconded by Mr. Power that an Ad-
dress of Thanks be presented to His
Excellency the Administrator in Re-
ply to the gracious Speech with which
he had been pleased to open the pres-
ent session of the Legislature, and
that Select Committee be appointed to
draft such an Address in Reply. The
Committee to consist of Mr, Browne,
Mr. Power, Mr. Puddester, Mr. Ash-
bourne, Mr. Randall.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

. Halfyard gave notice of ques-

. Cashin gave notice of question.
. Grimes gave notice of question.
. Moore gave notice of question.
. Brown gave notice of question.
. Randall gave notice of question.
. Godden gave notice of question.

RESOLTION OF SYMPATHY

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Before the House adjourns I would
like to make a formal motion that the
House place on record an expression
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of sympathy to the relatives of the
late Honorable Mr, Justice Warren,
former member and one time Prime
Minister, and the late Hon. Mr. Pow-
er of the Legislative Council.

I need not say how Mr. Justice
Warren, who was a great personal
friend of mine, whilst accepting a seat
in this House, was respected as one
of those who deports himself well and
was considerate of every other man’s
views in this House.

Never was there a member who was
more popular that Mr. Justice War-
ren, and his death, at a very youth-
ful age and when he had just attain-
ed to his position on the Bench, was
a tragedy that I think the whole ccm-
munity felt.

The Honorable Mr. Power was the
first Chairman of the Municinal Coun-
cil, a member of the Legislative Coun-
cil and a man of very high character.
He was father of the member for St.
George’s, who has spoken this after-

noon.

I beg to move the resolution just
read.

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPOSI-
TION.—Mr. Speaker, it is my sad duty
to second the resolution of sympathy
proposed by the Honorable Prime
Minister.

Hon. Mr. Justice Warren passed
away a few months ago and on his
passing has left a vacancy which the
Government has apparently found
difficult to fill.

Mr. Warren was connected with
this House for many vears and repres-
ented many districts, the last of which
was the district of Fortune, where he
was elected as an independent can-
didate, by a very large majority, show-
ing his personal popularity amongst
his constituents.

He was known as a courteous gen-
tleman, respected in the social, legal,
and legislative ranks and is sure to
be very much missed.

During the last few months of his
life he bore the burden of a terrible
disease that was upon him and he
bore it with all the joy of those who
see in death conly the severance from
his strongest ties for only a short
time.

I also wish to second the resolution
of sympathy to the relatives of Hon.
Michael Power, member of the Upper
House.

I had known the Hon. Mr. Power
for many years. He was one of the
first men I knew when I came to St.
John's. He was then interested in
civic affairs, in the commerce of the
city and carried oa a large mercantile
cooperage. The export of packed cod
fish was just beginning then and he
supplied many of the packages.

He was highly respected by every-
one and I am sure that though his
age was great he will be sorely miss-
ed by everyone.

I wish to second the resolution of
sympathy proposed by the Prime
Minister.

MR. HALFYARD.—I wish to associ-
ate myself with the Honorable mover
and seconder of the vote of condol-
ence before the Chair to the relatives
and friends of the Hon. Mr. Justice
Warren and the Hon. Mr. Power

I think that it was twenty-four
vears ago since I first saw Mr. War-
ren to know him. That was at a poli-
tical meeting at Carbonear. Dr. Lloyd
and Mr. Warren were holding a joint
meeting and I was chairman for them.
I enjoyed that meeting very much.

Mr. Warren was very young at that
time, but very soon after he came
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here and has played many parts in
the public and political life of this
Colony and with credit to himself and
no doubt he used his best talents to
the advancement of the country. I
sat with him on the Council board
when hz was Attorney General dur-
ing the most trying time when the
country was passing through a dif-
ficult period and he was always quick
in his decisions as Attorney General.

He attained to what I suppose is the
ambition of most lawyers, to become
a judge of the Supreme Court. His
promising life was cut short and we
express our sorrow and regret.

I knew Hon. Mr. Power during the
Squires Administration and I was led
to have the greatest admiration for
him,

In the past he has helped make this
country what it is and without him
it would have been a lot worse.

I am glad to associate myself in
this motion.

Hon. the Prime Minister moved and
Mr. Hickman seconded the following
Resolution:

RESOLVED—That this House place
on record an expression of its sym-
pathy with the relatives of the late
Hon. Mr. Justice Warren, a former
Member of this House and one time
Prime Minister of the Colony, and of
the late Hon. Michael Power, lately
a Member of the Legislative Council,

NOTICE OF MOTION

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS gave notice that he would
on tomorrcw move that Supply be
granted to His Majesty.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE
AND MINES gave nctice that he would

cn tomoeorrow ask leave to introduce
a Bill entitled “An Act to Amend

Chapter 129 of the Consolidated
Statutes (3rd Series) entitled ‘Of
Crown Lands, Timber, Mines and
Minerals.’”

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER gave
notice that he would on to-morrow
move the House into Committee of the
Whele to consider certain Resolu-
tions in- relation to the guaranteeing
of a Loan for the Directors of the
Church of England College.

MINISTER MARINE AND FISH-
ERIES gave notice that he would on
tomorrow move the House into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider cer-
tain Resolutions relating to Harbor
Regulations and Pilotage for the Port
of St. John’s.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE gave
notice that he would on tomorrow ask
leave to introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to Amend the Law Society Act.”

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn until
tomorrow afternoon at three of the
clock.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

THURSDAY, May 3rd, 1928.

three of the
pursuant to

The House met at
clock in the afternoon,
adjournment,

Petitions were presented by

Mr. Ashbourne, from Moreton’s
Harbor, re Telephones;

Mr. Hibbs, from Noggin Cove, re
Coastal Steamer.

REPORTS TABLED

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY
tabled the following statistics relating
to the St. John'’s Municipal Council:

Revenue for the year 1927.
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Expenditure for the year 1927.
Balance Sheet for the year 1927.
Estimated Revenue for the year

1928.
Estimated Expenditure for the year

1928.

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND CUSTOMS.—tabled Report of the
Board of Liquor Control for the year
ended January 31st, 1928,

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE

MR. BROWN on behalf of the Se-
lect Committee appointed to draft a
Reply to His Excellency the Admin-
istrator’s Speech, presented the report
of the Select Committee, which was
on motion received and read, as fol-

lows:

“To His Excellency Sir William
Henry Horwood, Knight, Adminis-
trator and Commander-in-Chief in
and over the Colony of Newfound-

land:

“We, the Commons of Newfoundland
in Legislative Session assembled, beg
to thank Your Excellency for the
Gracious Speech which Your Excel-
lency has addressed to both branches
of the Legislature.

Signed,

W. J. BROWNE,
THOS. J. POWER
J. C. PUDDESTER,

T. W. G. ASHBOURNE,
I. R. RANDELL

Assembly Room, May, 1928.”

DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY

MR. SCAMMELL.—Mr. Speaker, be-
fore the report is formally adopted
I would like to avail of the opportun-
ity to say a word or two on the mo-
tion before the Chair. We are pro-
posing by this motion to thank His
Excellency the Administrator for the
Address which he delivered to us yes-

terday. Of course we all of us know,
and it has time and again been repeat-
ed from the flcors of this House that
the Address is, as a matter of fact,
the Address of the Government, put in-
to the hands of His Excellency the
Administrator and delivered for the
special occasion on the opening day.
I feel, Mr. Speaker, that I should say
at the start that it is not my intention
to speak at any great length to the
motion now before the Chair. Never-
theless, on the other hand, I feel that
one has a sort of duty to discharge
and as a representative of the people,
ought to avail of an opportunity like
this and not merely to reflect one’s
own opinions on such questions as
arise, but to reflect what is perhaps
the opinion and feeling of the people
he happens to represent in this Cham-
ber. We are here witnessing or en-
acting what Mr. Halfyvard referred to
vesterday afternoon as the last scene
in the last act of the drama of the
Monroe administration, and the evils
of this administration and the effect
of those evils upon the country are
so generally well known now and
have become public property to such
an extent that it is not really neces-
sary that any of us from this side of
the House, as strongly as we may be
cpposed to the Administration, it is
scarcely necessary for us to labor
them much longer. The Prime Minis-
ter speaking with a good deal pf what
I might term effrontery, referred to
his Manifesto and said if we were to
trot it out again to read he hoped that
we would make the operation as
short as possible, or words to that
effect. He hoped, I suppose, in order
that, as far as he was concerned, it
would be less painful. Mr. Speaker,
I feel that the Prime Minister ought
to have that Manifesto read to him
again this session, and 1 don't know
but it ought to be read to him every
day while this debate on the Address
in Reply is on, It may be of interest
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t7 him to know that there are some
people in the country still interested
in that Manifesto. Only a few days
ago 1 received a letter from a man
asking me if 1 could procure a copy
of the Prim2 Minister’'s Manifesto. 1
to’d him I was very sorry I could not,
og the only copy I had was my own,
and I had no intention of parting with
this document at least for some time
to ccme yet. It is customary for
speakers on this side of the House to
convey a word of congratulation or
something of that nature to those ful-
filling the onerous duties of proposer
and seconder of the motion for an Ad-
dress in Reply to the Administrator.
Yesterday that duty was performed
by Mr. Browne, the honorable mem-
ber for St. John’s West, and Mr. Pow-
er, member for St. George’s. 1 teel
that as the member for St. John's
West with his scholastic abilities and
his great abilities in other directions
was worthy of a better task than the
one which his Government committed
to him yesterday, Nevertheless, he
made the best of a bad job, and if
there is one aspect of his remarks, one
aspect more than another, which must
have struck members in this chamber
and those who were listening, it was
the fact that the honorable member
could not have been speaking from
conviction. As a mater of fact, he had
a hard job to perform and he did the
best he could, but neither by his
voice nor his language did he convey
a ring of conviction or a ring of sin-
cerity, and if the honorable member
was as sincere as he professed to be

vesterday afternoon and had suffi-
cient feelings within his breast to
equal the spirit that he professed, I
am sure his remarks would have car-
ried a good deal more conviction
than they did carry and probably
some people might have gone away

convinced that after all there was

some gocd left in the Monroe admin-
istraticn and after all perhaps they
were not quite so bad as painted from
time to time by their opponents. But,
I repeat that the honorable member's
whole attitude and lack of sincerity
was such that the majority of people
within sound of his voice had no
deubt but that he certainly was not
speaking from anything like convic-
tion and sincerity. He was especi-
ally weak, 1 noticed, on the subject
of a General Election. He carried us
back to the days of the younger Pitt
and from a historical reference t¢
what happened in those days, tried to
establish some sort of precedent for
the conduct of the Monroe Govern-
ment in having the effrontery to at-
tempt another session of the Legis-
lature. He went back again to 1861
in our leccal history and pointed out
that the gentlemen, estimable gentle-
men no doubt in their day and gen-
eration, had made the rule that there
be no Spring elections in Newfound-
land.

There is one thing that has been
repeated here time and again that it is
a privilege of the people and that we
have no right in certain instances to
legislate for future generations, and
if the honorable member felt so
strongly on the subject of the general
election and is so well informed on
practice in connection with it, I sub-
mit he was just as well informed in
1923 and 1924. Then it is a wonder,
with all his knowledge of historical
conditions in the country, he was not
prevented by these precedents from
taking part in those two elections.
The honorable member was not at all
restrained by the fact that those peo-
ple in 1861 had said there should be
no Spring election and was glad
enough in the 1923 and 1924 Spring
elections to take part. So I think in
that instance, at least, I have proved
my contention that the honorable
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member could not be speaking from
conviction when making those refer-
ences.

Now there are some other remarls
that were made by the honorable
member for St, John's West that [
shall refer to later in my remarks this
afternoon.

That remark of his in which refer-
ence is made to the icy blast from
the North and I also notice that he
said that if the people of the country
had the issue of a general election
placed before them and had been in-
formed of the disadvantages of hav-
ing a Spring election as forecibly as
the contrary had been placed before
them. they would perhaps have a dif-
ferent opinion today.

I feel that the honorable member
had me in mind when he made that
statement in that connection. 1 have
done a great deal of travelling dur-
ing the past winter, up and down the
country and I had something to say
here and there on the subject of a
general election, but I would tell the
honorable member and this House
that as I came in contact with the
people, it was no creation of mine for
the feeling already existed as I have
expressed it here this afternoon, that
there should have been a general
election this spring. I am only giv-
ing you that section of the public
opinion that I came into contact with
since the last session of the Legis-
lature.

The Honorable Member for St.
George’s is coming on and I should
judge from his remarks that he is
taking a keen interest in those sub-
stantial things in which the majority
of the people are interested.

Mr. Power, I take it, does not claim
tec be such a scholar as the member
for St. John's West, but he showed

in the course of his remarks that he
was interested in some features vital-
ly concerning the laboring people of
this country of ours, and 1 listened
with a great deal of interest to those
remarks, and trust that I will have a
word to say to him as well

He talked, too, very sensibly on
worth-while featvres, particularly
the lobster fishery, and I trust that
his optimistic views will work out in
effect, but I very much fear if lob-
sters are going to pay this spring. If
I thought so, and if the honourable
member had substantial authority to
quote the figures given to him, and
good reason to be obtained. I Kknow
many people on the Coas. of New-
foundland who would be only too
glad to obtain $22,00 a case for their
lobsters during the middle of summer.

But T am digressing, Mr. Speaker.

We are here on the fifth session of
the Monroe Administration and I con-
tend that we ought not to be here to-
cay, at least not in the complication
that we are.

I contend that we are here this vear
and we should not be here, because
there should have been an appeal to
the country.

I submit, Mr. Speaker, and I say so
unhesitatingly, that the present mon-
roe administration are here playing
false to the people of the country and
to the failing to give the electorate
and the people that square deal that
they preomised s> readily and easily
in 1924.

We have heard a great deal of talk
as to what effect a general election
in the spring would have on the trade
of the country, and we are told that
the group that stands on this side of
the House today, which was so much
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referred to yesterday, wanted a gen-
eral election this spring becausz it
was politically expedient for them to
have a general election.

Mr. Speaker, I submit that it was
political expediency, and political ex-
pediency alone, that kept the present
Government from having an election
in the Spring, and if the present ad-
ministration found it politically ex-
pedient to have a general election last
autumn they would have had it; and
if they found it expedient to do so
in the spring they would have had it.
They had some doubt as to the advis-
ability, so they started to put their
house in order, for the very fact that
they took the voters’ list showed that
they expected something. If they did
nct cocntemplate the expediency of
having a general election this spring,
if they did not contemplate the situa-
tion, I believe they would not be in
such a hurry to have the voters’ list
taken during the middle of winter,

You were contemplating an election
but for the sake of political expedi-
ency, you decided not to have it and
you kept the House closed until the
second day of May when you knew
that it would be too late for a gener-
al election to be warranted, either
politically or financially.

That is the way that you are play-
ing false with the people of this coun-
try.

Putting aside the question of poli-
tical expediency of your conduct and
the conduct of the group on this side
of the House, and puttting aside any
historical precedents, you know as
well as I do, that there should have
been a general election and an appeal
to the people of the country this
spring.

I am not going to spend any time
discussing the constitutional posi-

tion, but I do say the position that
you are taking is an outrage to the
constitution of this country.

You are not only outraging the
wishes and feelings of the people of
at least two-thirds of the people of
this country, but you are outraging
the constitution and creating a situ-
ation in this country that would not
be tolerated in any other British
Dominion. And what have the legal
gentlemen of the other s’de of the
House to say about that. We are
creating a new precedent that would
not be tolerated wunder the British
flag to-day.

We have information from the
Prime Minister that it is his intention
to retire from public life.

Listening in on the radio when the
Prime Minister made a rather fine
speech frecm a certain social gather-
ing in town, and I recollect that he
promised, in the course of his re-
marks, to some people in Bonavista
Bay, a radio receiving set.

I thought it was a very generous
offer; and he followed it up with the
explanation that he did not wish his
offer to be construed in a political
sense, that he merely wanted to do
something for the people of the dis-
trict that put him into office.

He quoted from President Coolidge,
that he “did not choose to run” or
was not going to run, or something
of that sort; but his meaning was
absolutely clear.

It is plain that the Prime Minister
proposes to retire, and he will be re-
tiring before the general election
takes place. He has to recommend
to His Excellency the Administrator
some other gentleman in his ranks,
or out of them, to form a Government,
That gentleman will undertake the
job and form a Government and we
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will have a Government directing the
affairs of this country responsible to
nobody, referred to yesterday as an
Irresponsible Government. Irrespon-
sible, not in the worst sense of the
word, but in the general sense of the
word; responsible to nobody, requir-
ing no mandate from the people of
the country for any action of theirs,
and need never appear before the
electorate either for confirmation of
authority or condemnation.

And if you are looking for a preced-
ent, and if you are going back to the
time of the younger Pitt and 1861 to
establish a precedent for your con-
duct of today, I submit, that the Gov-
ernment is establishing a precedent
here in this House this session, and
a very dangerous precedent and
one that should not be established as
being unfair to the generations that
follow us in this Chamber.

The people of this country want a
general election and want an elec-
tion this spring.

I take the position that you cannot
adduce two substantial arguments
showing that a general election in the
spring would have interefered with
the trade.

I would go to the fish exporting
business. What would the general
election have to do with the business
of supplying goods to the fishermen.
If the price of Labrador fish is good
enough to warrant any fish export-
ing firm in this country supplying
largely for the fishery or taking on
more men, they would do so, a gener-
al electicn notwithstanding.

The fact that there was a general
election in the country this spring
would not for one minute interfere
with the business of a fish-supplying
firm prepared to increase its business
because the market conditions war-
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rant it in so doing. If any fish-ex-
porting firm has found that the
market conditions seem to warrant
them gcing into the market, the fa-t
that the general election is on would

not cause them to alter their plans.

Firms are dropping out this year of
the Labrador fishery. Does any one
mean to tell me that if there had beenl
a general election they would have
been inclined to go ahead and supply.

No firm intending to enlarge its
business will be interefered with by
the fact that there is a general elec-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, as regards the retail
stores on the streets in this city.
The business of these stores would
not be interfered with by the fact that
there was a g2neral election; it
would not in any sense be interefered
with.

I have talked with a goocd many
men who have been in contact with the
retail business here and only one man
that I met put up the argument that
an election interferred with his trade.
Althcugh he is a very able man, he
has no argument after all. His ar-
gument is that he will not sell as
much goods. This is no argument,
because of their very nature the
goods will sell and it will not inter-
fere with him if it sold at a different
time. The spring is the wrong time
and it is in the autumn c¢f the vear
that most of the business is done. It
is in the autumn that the outport
people ccme into St. John's and goods
are bought by the city people them-
selves and that is the time when the
firms on Water Street will likely show
the largest sales.

The argument that a Spring election
interferes with trade holds no weight,
and 1 would challenge business men
on either side of the House or with-
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in the limits of the city to adduce
suffeient arguments showing how a
general election this spring inter-
feres with the trade of the country.
This argument was originated by th-z
supporters and friends of the Govern-
ment themselves, and has been hand-

ed a'ong by their friends, no doubt in

the hope that it would accumulate to
a large proportion and be considered
a deterrent to those agitating for a
spring election. The pecple of this
country want to sever themselves
from the Monroe administration.
They want to send the Monroce admin-
istration about its business. The peo-
ple of this country have found that
the Monroe administraticn has not
plaved fair with them. The Monroe
administration has not done all those
things is ought to have done, and
it has left undone those things which
it ought to have done. Not all of
those things in the Prime Minister’s
Manifesto have been done, and many
things to which no reference has been
made in the Manifesto without a man-
date from th= people for so doing, and
the result has been that the people of
this country have been disgusted.
The people of the country not only
wanted a general election this spring
in order to rid themselves of the
present administration, but they
wanted a general election this spring
in the hope that they would be able to
replace it by an administration that
would make some effort to give better
effect to their own wishes and desires.
This administration professed to be
the friend of the common people of
the country in 1924. This administra-
tion conveniently forgot the common
people of the country and went and
made friends, as it were, with the
mammon of iniquity. The administra-
tion that sits opposite me to-day has
not in any sense been the administra-

ticn which the

vicaged befcre the country in

Prime Minister en-
the

Manifesto of his in 1924. The admin-
istration which sits here in the House
House today against the wishes of the
pzople of this country is an adminis-
tration which has conveniently for-
gotten the common people of the
country as soon as they were safely in
off ce, and went and made it their
business to exercise themselves to the
fullest extent on behalf of those in-
dustries that were well able to take
care of themselves. 1 defy the Prime
Minister to bring down on the table
of this House the various Acts and
Statutes which have been passed
since this administration came into
power and show this Legislature and
the country where, throughout the five
sessions of this administration, it has
tabled any one Act which in any way
tends to improve or ameliorate the
conditions under which the average
man has got to live in this country.

On the other hand, he can bring
down all the Statutes that have been
passed during the last five years and
it would be no difficult matter for
this House and the publiec to discover
there its great solicitude for what I
term the big business of the country.
I do not make this statement because
I am averse to your doing all that is
lawful and necessary and that ought
to be done to settle the business of this
country by giving a helping hand to
industries when they require it, but
I do say that in your eagerness to do
all you can to advance the big inter-
ests, so to speak, in this country.
yvour biggest crime is this, that you
have forgotten to do anything for the
common people to whom you were
pledged in 1924. That is another reas-
on why the electorate of this country
want to dispense with vour services.
Apparently yocu are not as anxious to
retire as the electorate are to retire
yvou. I am reminded of Bright's
Parody on Gray's Elegy. The Par-
cdy, T think, goes something like this:
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“quotes”

Indeed, Sir, the administration
finds it difficult to leave the warm
precincts of its treasures. Indeed,
Sir, honorable members holding Gov-
ernment positions find it hard to
make up their minds that they have
to part with the control of affairs,
and I have no doubt but that the
friends of the Adminstration feel in a
similar way as regards every source
of income from the present adminis-
tration. I charge that not only have
yvou betrayed the people in denying
them an appeal to the country this
Spring; I charge that you not only
outraged constitutional practice and
created a very dangerous precedent
for future parliaments to follow, if
they choose to recognise it, but that
you have shown to the country that
after all your chief concern is your-
selves., I should imagine that hon-
orable members must have had their
ears to the ground, that some of them
prnbably have been looking to the
political effects, and have been at-
tempting to effect some reform, and
if they have, they cannot say that
they have not come in contact with
that large body of public opinion in
this country which was so strongly
in favor of a general election this
Spring Before 1 leave this sub-
ject let me say that the people want-
ed a spring election in the hope that
this Government would be replared
by a Government this Spring that
would get down to business and have
some programme to submit to the
electorate in January of next year
that would mark an advance towards
something being done for the common
people of this country. I cannot
leave this subject without referring
to the position that must occur in
this country when the Prime Minis-
ter resigns. His Government will au-
tomatically go out of the House and

another Government will be formed.

That Government will do certain
things. It will have no mandate from
the people for those actions. It will
be responsible to no one for these
actions, and need never be respon-
sible. I consider that constitutional
practise ought at least in the final
analysis to have convinced the pres-
ent administration that it was doing
something very wrong in attempting
to carry on in office under the terms
that T have outlined, and as far as I
am concerned myself, if I happen to
be a member of a future administra-
tion, I for one minute do not propose,
if I have any power or influence, to
permit such actions to be regarded as

binding. I just throw that out to the
honorable members, because an in-
coming admiuistratiun cannot Dbe

bound by the acts of a government
which is responsible to no one, ani
for whose acts no mandate was given.
Now, Sir, I come to the consideration
of the document which forms the sub-
ject before the chair this afternoon,
the Speech from the Throne. The
Speech from the Throne is a barren
document. It had to bz barren. It
does not even foreshadow an eleventh
hour repentance. The Government no
doubt has given it up as a bad job,
and they have made up their minds
that they have to go anyhow, and as
the saying goes, they consider that it
just as well to be hung for a sheep
as a lamb. According to this Speech
from the Throne, the Government has
no intention whatever of showing the
country that they have made an
eleventh hour repentance. Of course
no one knows what will occur during
the summer and perhaps we will be
in a better position to define what is
in the minds of the Government when
the Loan Bill and other things are

brought before the House., When we
arrive at the stage where we know
how much money the
wants we will be in a better position

Government
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perhaps to define just what the inten-
tions of the Government are re-
cards trying to rehabilitate them-
selves in the country. DBut they have
not shown any eleventh hour repent-
ance and I suppose that the Govern-
rment has beccme such hardened sin-
ners that repentance is almost a thing
of the past. :

The Speech from the Throne I say
is a barren document. As usual, it
has reference to everything but the
fisheries. It is true we have here a
rassing reference to the fisheries, but
it is only a slight reference and goes
to show the small amount of con-
fidence that the administration places
in this all-important subjec..

Before I come to the subject of the
fisheries I want to say a word or two
in connection with the other indus-
tries referred to in this Speech, name-
ly, the Pulp and Paper Industries.
We are asked to rejoice that there
has been a continuation of its activ-
ities in this country. Reference has
been made here to Buchans Mine, and
we were told here by the Prime Min-
ister yesterday that he sincerely be-
lieved that the day will arrive when
Buchans Mine will be fruitful enough
t0 return to this country direct sub-
stantial revenue sufficient to pay half
the yzarly interest on our public debt.
Buchans Mine will have to go some
before that happens. It will have to
be a pretty speedy outfit to keep pace
with the rate that the present Gov-
ernment has piled up the interest on
the publie debt. If this administration
were to continue in office and keep bor_
rowing money at the rate that it has
been since it came into power, and in-
creasing thereby at a great speed
every vear the interest on the public
debt, then I say that Buchans Mine
will have to be pretty speedy to keep

pace with them. A statement such as
this coming from the Prime Minister

I consider nothing more nor less than
ridiculous. And I believe that the
Prime Minister is unable to bring
f~rward any figures to show how he
arrived at such a conclusion as he
gave us in these words yesterday.
You are talking here about Buchans.
It is great to have a good memory.
Liast year when we were here fight-
ing the concessions that were given
to this outfit, voices were not lacking
to point out to us as to what was go-
ing to happen to Newfoundland when
cnce this industry got going. The
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
used every ounce of energy that he
was able to muster day after day. He
used every word in the dictionary that
could be applied to the picture that
he scught to paint as to what wonder-
ful things were going to transpire
when once we had given these con-
cessions and had got Buchans indus-
try under way.

Now, if the Ministers of the Crown
are so deeply interested in the people
of the country and in the development
of Buchans Mine as they profess to
be, here is a job for them to tackle
through which they can do something
of benefit. to the people of the coun-
try. Appoint a Royal Commission and
have them go to Buchans Mine and in-
vestigate the conditions under which
the laboring men are living today and
find out the conditions under which
they worked and lived the past Win-
ter and then come back and see if
they can paint a picture as rosy of
Buchans Mine and the conditions that
obtain there as they are painting to-
day. Why, Sir, it is a disgrace the
way our people have been treated at
Buchans Mine. They lived more like
dogs than like human beings the past
Winter. This was the great and glori-
cus concern, we were told here last
yvear by the Government, that was go-
ing to transform and revolutionise the
industrial life of Newfoundland. If
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the Government are looking for acts
of eleventh hour repentance, they
could not do better than carry out the
one I suggested, and I feel sure that if
they act on the suggestion they will
find out things that will stagger and
appal them. There is not a member
on the Government side tonight who
has any correct idea of what condi-
tions are like or what men have got
to live under in the Buchans area, nor
is there a member on the other side of
the House who has been in contact
with the men working at Buchans.
The stories 1 got from workingmen
there would make any Newfoundland-
er's blood boil. When you consider,
Sir, how our Newfoundland werking
class of people are taxed as heavily
as they are and then to discover that
they are treated as they are by the
very people who were granted huge
and unlimited concessions by your
Government, I say, Sir, that one can-
not help having the deepest of feel-
ings in connection therewith. Surely
you have some consideration for the
people who allowed you to hold your
seats in the Government the past four
yvears; surely yvou have some consider-
ation for the people on whom you
have increased taxation 25 per cent.
since you took office; surely you have
some consideration for those whose re-
sources you have taken and given to
wealthy corporations, and surely you
will give some consideration to the
suggestion of having a Royal Com-
mission to enquire into conditions pre-
vailing a Buchans Mine where our
men are working like slaves and liv-
ing like dogs at the hands of those
who have been given such tremendous
concessions by this legislature. Per-
sonally, I sincerely believe that if a
Royal Commission were appointed by
the Government to investigate the do-

ings of the Buchans Mine Corpora-
tion and their treatment towards our
men that it would have a salutary ef-

fect up there. Now, if I were sitting
on the Governmsant benches and a
member of the Opposition made such
an apoeal as I have made this even-
ing, I would not let it go unheeded and
unheard. However, 1 m:rely throw
out the suggestion again for the con-
sideration of members of the Execu-
tive Government. All we are getting
or are going to get out of Buchans
Mine is sweat and Buchans Mine is
never going to save this country or
put us on the map industrially.
Buchans Mine is not going to increase
the Customs revenue, nor is it going
to decrease taxation on cur people.

It appears to me that the Govern-
ment have been sailing in the wrong
direction ever since they came into
power. The Government started out
well in 1924, but if they had spent
one-fifth of the energy in supporting
the fisheries and the working classes
0f the country that they have spent in
granting concessicns to wealthy cor-
porations and companies, the Finance
Minister would not have to come here
with a deficit and with millions of dol-
lars piled on to the public debt of
this Colony.

With regard to the pulp and paper
industry, I am sure we are all glad to
know that its activities show signs of
expansion, but there is no evidence
to show that it is going to be as good
as we would like to have it. And it
is all very well to come here and take
stock of our mineral resources. These
things can take care of themselves.
But the main thing that we have got
to concentrate upon in Newfoundland
is our fisheries, such as the Govern-
ment told the country in 1924, through
the Prime Minister’s Manifesto, they
proposed to do if they were elected
to power., There was very little said
in the Speech from the Throne about
the codfishery, except that we are told
that “the prosecution of our fisheries
during 1927 resulted in better returns
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to many of these directly interested.
Shore fish sold at remunerative prices
and stocks remaining over are smali-
er than for many years past, thus
creating a healthy market coadition
for future operaticns.” That s:iate-
ment, Sir, is misleading, and you have
no foundaticn in fact for putting that
s.atement in the hands of His Excel-
lency thz2 Administrator. There is
now just as chaotic a condition in
connection with the codfishery as
there has been for the past four
yvears. Do you mean to contend that
the Labrador fishermen who had to
.ome here last Fail and organise a
strike in order to resist the $3.50 a
guintal that was offered them for
their fish are going to take that state-
ment at face value? Did they con-
sider, I wonder, getting $3.50 was
“better results” for their toil? In
1926 the price for Labrador fish was
$4.50 and yet the bulk of our Labra-
dor fishermen when they came here
last Fall got $3.60 after putting up a
fight to get more. Remember , the
rank and file of Labrador fishermen
are going to think seriously over the
treatment that was accorded to them
last Fall before they support a Tory
Government again. Still we are told
in the Speech from the Throne that
was put in the hands of His Excel-
lency the Administrator by the Prime
Minister that those directly interested
in the codfishery got “better returns.”
If better returns were got, it was the
exporters of our fish who get it, and
not the men who caught and made
the fish for export. I have no doubt
that the exporters did get “better re-
turns” because I suppose they got
the fish cheaper from the fishermen
than usual and the fish went into con-
sumption quickly on the other side of
the water. But is that making things
better for the fishermen, the pro-
ducers?

I notice that no mention is made
in the Speech from the Throne as to
how the $200,000.00 that was votad
last year is going to be spent. Some
members of the Government appar-
ently seem tc have forgotten all about
this, although this amount was ear-
marked in the loan for a specific pur-
pcse. Last year the Prime Minister
was asked how he proposed to spend
this amount for the encouragement cf
the fisheries and he said that he did
not know any more than “the man in
the moon,” except for the opening of
new markets for our fish. Now, if
my memory serves me well, when the
late. Government that I was a mem-
ber of sent trade commissioners
abroad to secure new markets we were
ridiculed for such a policy and 1
think that the Prime Minister of to-
day was the first man who severely

criticised that policy when he was
vote-seeking in Bonavista Bay four
vears ago. We had Sir Alfred Mc-

Kinder here last vear as Chairman of
a British Empire Commission for the
purpose of essentially examining our
products with a view to buying from
us what they did not produce at home.
We had on that Commission Hon, W.
C. Job and Hon. V. Gordon, High
Commissioner for the Colony. They
enquired into various products and I
think the fifth report was on fish.
However, Sir Alfred addressed a meet-
ing of the Board of Trade. His ad-
dress was very interesting and some
very striking facts were disclosed.
He practically told in his address that
the net result of his investiagtion
here was that the day of the dried or
salt fish was almost over. He did not
mean to imply that there would not
always be a market for it, but he did
make it plain that the market for it
was gradually diminishing. He made

a statement that if we wanted or ex-
pected to improve our condition, the
one way to do it was by securing new
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markets for our salt cod and I think
he recommended that we turn our at-
tention in that connection to the Weast
of Africa. But it seems that the pres-
ent Government have gone to sleep
and have forgotten all about this mat-
ter since then. The Government evi-
dently do not want to do anything to
encourage or enhance the value of our
fisheries. 1 think, Sir, they should
have attempted to do something, even
if they did not succeed. But, of
course, it is like every thing else that
they talked about doing. They have
begun a lot of things, but did nothing
in a practical way. I think it is a cry-
ing shame that, in view of the four
years you have been in power, you
have done nothing to help the cod-
fishery, rather have you assisted in
its discouragement. In 1924 the Gov-
ernment in their Manifesto led the
people to believe that there would bhe
a bonus paid on fish—a matter that
yvou were well aware the fishermen
were interested in. But what have
you done in that direction? Simply
nothing. Last year I presented peti-
tions in this House signed by thous-
ands of people, representative of all
classes and creeds and political opin-
ions, praying for- standardization of
our codfish. Liberals and Tories,
union and non-union, fishermen of
every descripticn all united in the one
desire that is, td seek to impress upon
the Legislature, upon the powers in
authority, that they were sincerely
desirous of having the codfishing in-
dustry questions tackled and im-
provements made in some way. Fur-
thermore Mr. Halfyard presented a
petition from another Liberal organ-
ization also with thousands of signa-

tures praying for the enforcement of
certain things, standardisation in par-
ticular was mentioned. You have done
nothing. The matter is forgotten; But

as far as the fishermen who sent in
these petitions are concerned the mat-

ter is not forgotten. The fishermen
believe that whether they are right or
wrong the Government should give
serious consideration te the codfish-
ery to see whether ways and means
can be devised to make it a more pro-
fitable undertaking. While our cod-
fishery is slipping the country is slip-
ping. Now I have here before me the
report of the Council of the Board of
Trade for 1927 and which I consider
quite pertinent to the discussion. It
is a good sign to see those gentlemen
who compose the Board of Trade
coming round to take a larger view of
these problems. For years and years
as you know we have been working
for some sort of regulations. We have
heard a good deal about regulations.
We know that regulations were in ef-
fect before and probably every post
war disaster that came upon busines
was blamed on adopting the fish re-
gulations whether there was justifi-
caticn or not, I always contended that
if there were weak spots in those re-
gulations they should be eliminated,
but some regulations should have bz2en
kept in effect so that the exporting
business would be carried on in a lit-
tle more systematic fashion. It is
pleacing to know that the gentlemen
who compose the Board of Trade are
coming round to that point of view,;
and there is a very interesting para-
graph in the report in which it is said:
(Reads from the Board of Trade Re-
port)
(Reads)

That is a well-written paragraph.

That is just one of the benefits that
would follow from the establishment
nf such a system.

I would give outside buyers the op-
portunity of assuring themselves what
they were getting because I assume a
system would have to have be hand
inhand with that measures for the
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proper grading of codfish. However
they say “the time is now come when
the fishing industry must be regarded
as the national industry and treated as
such.” Now there has always been a
feeling abroad that a Government has
no right to interfere with private
business. Up to a certain point that is
very correct. I read recently a very
learned article in a magazine discus-
sing the situation the economical or
financial situation in the Old Country
and suggesting plans for the publie to
make revenue. The writer discussed
this very question of industry and
pointed out that a man who controls
a private industry must realise that
in return for being granted the un-
disputed right to remain in posses-
sion of the industry he must see that
the business is carried on in a nation-
al way so that it benefits the whole
community. For instance if exporters
will plan out the marketing of fish
and everyone suffers thereby then
they are wrong and so I am for having
someone take the bull by the horns
@ to speak and getting people to do
things with some system.

I do not believe that fish regulations
should be obnoxious in the way of in-
cluding what might interfere with pri-
vate business but I do believe in the
interests of the whole community
something along these lines will have
to bhe done and I only hope that the
gentlemen of the Board of Trade who
gave expression to these laudable sen-
timents will assist to put into effect
the ideas here outlined when the at-
tempt is made. I would like to impress
upon Honourable Members and every
Honourable Member who has tried to
take serious stock of the condition of
the country I know will come face to
face with this fact that our debt is
never going to be paid off and tax-

ation never reduced and we are going
to have no surplus revenues until the

earning power of our people is en-
hanced; and I contend that the ma-
jority of people are still directly in-
terested in the prosecution of the
fisheries. You can have your pulp and
paper mills and your Buchans Mine
and any other mineral discoveries and
they are all very goocd to a certain ex-
tent but the main basis of existence
of our p=ople is the codfishery and it
is the codfishery we ought to concen-
trate upon. There was expressed last
vear great jubilation that the value of
the exportation of pulp and paper had
gone up to about twelve millions. 1
have here a review of the trade of last
vear taken from the Trade Review
and pul lished in the Daily News
early in January and I notice the
value of the ccdfishery put down here
was about eleven millions on the
whole, and of pulp and paper round
about thirteen and a half millions and
there was a good deal of jubilation
over the fact that pulp and paper ex-
ports had at last gone 2ahead in
value of codfish. 1 see nothing in that
to be crowing over, because that
thirteen and a half millions has not
meant as much to Newfoundland as
the eleven millions for codfish. For
that eleven millions for codfish New-
foundland got one hundred cents to

" the dollar; but we can’t say the same

for pulp and paper. The probabilities
are, though I wouldn’t be able to say
offhand, I would be inclined to say
that if the export value of a ton were
$70 when ready to go out of New-
foundland, at most there would be
only $25 or $30 of that coming to
Newfoundland. But every quintal of
fish means to Newfoundland one
hundred cents to the dollar for its
value.. That eleven millions goes
round amongst Newfoundlanders:; is
distributed amongst fishermen, coop-
ers and others connected with the
fishery and is distributed in the trade
cf the country. Some of it goes in-
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to profits and goes for the expansion
and development of business, but the
figures for pulp and paper don’'t mean
value in that way. I question if our
people make more than thirty cents in
the dollar from that amount of the
value of our pulp and paper and if
the expansion of this industry is so
wonderful as to be refered to as of
more value than the codfishery means
so much to Newfoundland, why is it
that we still go on facing deficits and
carrying heavy taxation to pay inter-
est and go on borrowing. Let the
Government get serious, even in its
dying moments, and make some at-
tempt to enhance the value of the
codfishery. Let this be done, and it
will not be many years before you
will find that coming in here and
borrowing money to liquidate defi-
cits will be a thing of the past, and
vou will have surplus revenue and
yvou will be able to reduce taxation.
I don’t attach much importance to the
talk about reducing taxation by re-
ducing Government expenditure. 1
have no intention of trying to bluff
any section of the electorate of the
country by telling them that any
Government I am associated with will
be able to make any substantial re-
duction in expenditure, but I do say
that we will be doing something to
enhance the earning power of the
people of the country and when that
is done the revenue will correspond-
ingly benefit and we will be able to
look for reduction in taxation and
not before. 1 say again, it is a good
sign to see that the gentlemen who
comnose the Board of Trade are giv-
ing the matter of the codfishery new
attention and consideration and, as I
said before, too, T trust that when the
"av comes that some body of re-
sponsible men will make an effort to
bring about better conditions, those
agontlemen who have subscribed to
these ideas will b2 behind them in

their endeavors. The outlook for the
fishery today is a question which is
puzzling everybody. It is a question
on everyone’'s lips who is serious:y-
minded in respect of the affairs of the
country. You can hardly find two
men interested in the business of the
country who think alike with regard
to the outlook. Speaking to one mier-
chant the other, day, he said the out-
look was so black he was too sick to
talk about it; and another exporter
was inclined to be optimistic. The
Finance Minister led us to believe that
the price of fish would be better next
year, and it didn't obtain. 1 realisa it
is a very difficult matter for any man
to predict what the price of fish is
likely to be in October or November.
The rumor has come to me that four
firms which supply for Labrador are
not going down this year. 1 have
been informed that Munn's, Dawe of
Bay Roberts, and McRae of Harbour
Grace are not going down; and there
in itself you have something that is
going to aggravate the unemployment
situation the Prime Minister made re-
ference to yesterday. It is when we
are brought face to face with facts
like these we have brought home to
us how important really the fisheries
are. In reference to the Labrador
ishery our own firm in Port Union
had a letter from Greece (it is no
business secret 1 am telling) saying
that the quality of the Newfoundland
fish was not in any way satisfactory,
and I am inclined fto think the same.
[ think we are not making Labrador
fish as it ought to be made. The Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries knows
we are not taking the care an-
trouble with it that the people North

tecock with it twenty-five years ago. 1
would like to see encouragement giv-
en to make better fish. I do not be-
lieve that fish caught on the Straits
of Bell Isle should be salted in the
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Labrador style cure. I believe these
things have a detrimental effect on
tha Labrador market and that strikes
2 bad blow at the whole fishery.

I believe that these things have a
detrimental effect on the Labrador
markets, and if the Labrador mar-
zots fail it will effect the whole fish-
ery position.

In Port Union the masters of the
schconers will go and prosecute the
Labrador fishery and if the Labrador
fish is not able to make profits the
bottom goes out of the business to
some extent.

In ycur Manifesto you went too far
when you talked of giving a bonus on
fish. If you had said that you would
give a bonus on first class fish for the
encouragement of producing  Dbetter
fish, then you would have done some-
thing worth while.

I want to see some attention given
to the cull of better fish and I believe
that if some encouragenment be giv-
en in this connection that you would
find that we would get a beiter qual-
ity of fish and consequently better
prices that we were gettinz formerly.

It is a very difficult thing to nandle,
but take the case of a man who has a
catch of one hundred quintals and
possibly of these sixty quintals come
out No. 1, and on the fish culled as
No. 1. he would be paid a bonus. This
would encourage him to try to make
all the catch No. 1 next vear.

Thoughts like these should actuate
the minds of all honest people in this
country. But the people of New-
foundland are expecting you to take
a hand in this connection and try to
de something for them, and if you will
I have no fear in saying that you will
be doing something of service to the
p2cple of this country.

This is a point on which you are
going to be judged.

I noticed here yesterday that some
reference was made to the fact that
we have no direct communication
with foreign markets. Our kind
friends of the people of this country
who tried to have direct communica-
tion with some of the markets were
badly assailed for it.

Sir William Coaker and Mr. Hick-
man some four or five years ago con-
sidered the West Indies service de-
velopment in this country and the
idea was laid before the electorate as
part of Mr. Hickman's manifesto and
he was ridiculed for that, and now it
seems that some other people are
coming around to that idea.

The Board of Trade report comes
in handy sometimes, but this shows
the change of thought and outlook
that is coming over the people of this
country.

Reference is made to the trade with
Jamacia.

(reads)

With reference to that paragraph
I would say in return that we have
not got the necessary machinery here
to manufacture the raw materials
that they could send us.

When we talk of the West Indies
we are told that we are trying to do
something to boost up vour own busi-
ness; but these ideas have something
more behind them than mere person-
al interests.

There is a difference in the outlook
with regard to that particular trade.

I find on reference to the Customs
reports that the West Indies imports
amounted to $281,000 and the exports
to $1,604,000. So there is a little
room and it can be seen that we are
buying very much from them.
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All these ideas, Mr. Speaker, are
conditional on the cod fishery and I
take leave of the subject with the re-
mark that the Government was So
derelict in this connection as to show
that they were really not serious in
their promises made to the electorate
in 1924,

Now, before I am through with the
subject of the fisheries I would like
to say a word or two about the her-
ring fishery.

The herring fishery is not as good
as we would like to see it.

I am glad that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries is in his seat
because there are somes things 1
would like to say to him personally
in connection with the herring [ish-

ery.

Last year there was a decrease of
$10,000 balance as against 1925.

Now the chief references that 1
wish to make is in regard to the mat-
ter of inspection. There seems to be
something gone wrong with the sys-
tem of inspection.

I would suggest that some atten-
tion be given this matter. The cost
of herring fishery inspection today is
$15,000 a wvear, and in return for that
surely our produce should be regard-
ed abroad when once inspected and
the Government brand put on them.

I have a story to tell the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries of a man
whose fish was inspected by the Gov-
ernment inspector for St. Barbe and
the refuse condemned, and it was
culled again when it arrived at its
destination. Now, Mr. ISpeaker, I
ask the Minister through you, what
is the use of going to the elaborate
expense in connection with herring
inspection if people abroad are not
prepared to take our branded goods

when they are sent to them?

I want to read a letter I received
from a gentleman who writes me
from Bonne Bay and says:

(Reads)

This man goes on to say (I am not
reading all the letter to the House,
but the Minister can have it if he
wishes to.)

(Reads)

Mr. Speaker, I contend that this is
rather a serious matter and I fail to
see what is the good of spending
$15,000 as the cost of inspection of
herring if our brand is not to be re-
cognized as being worth while. I
got the $15,000 by taking the salaries
as given in the estimates and allow-
ing $3,000 for expenses—at any rate
the herring inspection service costs
at least $15,000.

By the establishment of the herring
fishery the Government would do
something that would be a benefit to
the people of the country and a ser-
vice to the fisherman,

Instead of the Inspector coming to
the fisherman’s place, he has to take
his herring and go to the merchant's
premises and have them inspected
there.

The Minister was pestered with let-
ters and telegrams in connection
with this from the West Coast last
year, and are you going to take ac-
tion to see that this inconvenience
does not occur again this year.

If vyou are going to insist on in-
specting herring, see to it that the
inspection amounts to this, that the
people abroad will respect the Gov-
ernment brand when it is put on
here.
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The man who wrote that letter, as
far as I know, is not paid for his
herring yet. It is a very interesting
point.

Now my friend, Mr. Power, is not
in his seat. 1 don’t want him for any-
thing in particular, but I would like
to say a word or two in connection
with the lobster fishery.

The lobster fishery is on the go
acgain, After a close season of three
yvears the people are permitted to fish.

The Minister knows the story of
what transpired last year. New sets
of regulations had been drafted and I
thought these regulations were
stringent, rparticularly where it re-
quired $25.00 for a fisherman to get
a packing license

I laid my objections before the
Minister and was pleased to notice
that an alteration was made in this
respect.

I realize that it is not a very easy
matter to control the indiscriminate
giving out of lobster packing licenses.
It is a very difficult matter to refuse
a man a license.

Now in connection with the lobster
fishery this year, as time goes on you
can get the people educated to many
new methods of more systematic
packing or other processeg that you
think necessary.

You should not be tco hasty at first
or it may be impossible to carry your
improvements out. There is sure to
- be a great deal of grumbling, but you
will eventually bring them around

I said that the honorable member
for St. George's appeared optimistic.
[f he is having any fresh lobster com-
ing from St. George’s soon he can let
me have a couple because I am very
fcnd of them. But he states that he

thinks the price this year will be
$22.00 a case, The present situation
does not lead me to be optimistic.

Many of the old markets have been
lost and there is a great deal of com-
petition in the foreign markets, par:
ticularly from Japanese crab.

The suggestion has been made that
before a man becomes an inspector he
should take a course in the Normal
School here in St. John’s. While 1
do not see myself the feasibleness of
the plan, yet I do hope that there are
reasons for the idea. But if it re-
quired that the inspectors do have to
take a course in the Normal School
in order to qualify, then I hope that
the outport man will be given the
chance to come along and take the
course and not have the situat.on
where only the man who is living here
in St. John's will have the opportunity
of receiving the position of inspector.

Finally, I want to say a word or two
in connection with the financial situ-
ation in this country. We are told
that we shall have to raise another
loan, a refunding loan, I presume.
There is something mysterious about
this loan which I would like to hear
the Finance Minister explain. The
loan will be in the vicinity of $7,5600,-
000. I cannot find in the Parliament-
ary Summary of our loans any refer-
ence to the odd million and a half.
There was to be six million raised
and there appears to be a great deal
of mystery amongst a great many
people as to where the other $1,450,000
comes from. However, my point is
this, that in connection with the rais-
ing of this loan I trust that the best
will be done. Mr. Hickman here yes-
terday evening stated that it will be
possible to borrow that money at
four and a half per cent. I hope it
will. If that can be done, the Finance
Minister ought to spare no effort in
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trying to discover in the financial
markets of the world where it is pos-
sible to float this loan at such a low
rate. A four and a half per cent. loan
would leave a record for the incom-
ing government to adhere to. It
would mean a considerable saving to
the country. That is one part of the
story. The rest of the story is that
in addition to the seven and a halt
millions you have got to tack onto
that three and a quarter million for
various deficits on the railway, etc,,
and I dare say that you are going to
take care that vou have something in
the treasury that I may refer to as
the sinews of war, in case you are
determined to go forth to battle. We
promise that we on this side of the
House will watch the government very
carefully in connection with their
movements in that regard. And it i<
not very much that we are going to
let you have if we can possibly keep
you from getting it. You will have
to get enough money to pay off the
deficits, and I think that is as much as
you can safely be trusted with for the
next six months. Your record in bor-
rowing will certainly be illuminating
You came into power with an annual
debt standing at something like $56,-
000,000, You have done very well
for five vears you have been in
power. During that time the
national dept has increased from
$56,000,000 to $84,000,000. That is
not a very bad record for a gov-
ernment that came into power pledged
to a reduction of taxation and ex-
penditure and various other wonder-
ful transformations that were going
to take place all over the country.
For the five years that you have been
in power you have borrowed practic-

ally as much money as all the other
Governments that preceded you did
for fifty or sixty years. These facts

are staggering and just show how far

out this administration was in its
estimate of what it was able to do
when it appealzad to the electorate fur
its support in 1924, Now as far as |
am concerned, I do not get auny
pleasure out of kicking a man when
he is down. You are down now and
you will soon be cut. Down and out.
Your places will know you no more
once the doors are barred on this
session. I leave you there, and 1
want to assure you all that for your
sins of commission and omission, for
the manner you have played false to
the people of this country during
your four years in office, for the man-
ner in which you have broken every
pledge that you made to the elector-
ate; for the manner in which vou
have done things to the detriment cf
the power of the people, for the man-
ner in which you have outraged con-
stitutional practise in attempting to
continue in office for another six
months, I say to you, through the
Speaker, that for all these acts the
electorate in Newfoundland is deter-
mined to mete you out a severe
thrashing .

" MR. BROWN.—MTr. Speaker, I rise
for the purpose of making a few re-
marks on the Address in Reply to the
Speech from the Throne, and in do-
ing so I would like to congratulate
the seconder of the motion. I can’t
say that I congratulate the mover,
because I cannot. I would not be
honest in doing so, because the mover
of the Address in Reply told us noth-
ing vesterday that is of importance
to this country. Coming from an Ox-
ford man, we expected something.
From a man of his education and sup-
posed ability, we expected to hear
something that would be beneficial to
the country and all concerned. He
made no point in trying to bolster up
the position of a dying government.
I must congratulate the seconder on
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his efforts. He did well. He is one
of the silent men of this Legislature.
A man who never had much to say,
but when he did speak, what he said
had something in it. I am not g bit
ashamed, Mr. Power, to give you that
credit this afternoon. You did your
best and you did it very well.

The Speech from the Throne is
famous for what it does not contain.
There is nothing in it, anyhow. It is
too bad that the like of this was
placed in the hands of a man of the
ability of the Administrator to read
to both houses of the Assembly. There
is really nothing in it. Absolutely
nothing. The first thing that we take
up is the prosecution of the fisheries
during 1927.

(Reads)

There is not one word about the
Labrador fishery. The overnment
is afraid to mention the Labrador
fishery in that Speech. They have
acted so ridiculously with the fisher-
ies of this country that they dare not
speak of the Labrador fishery. And
what was paid for Labrador fish dur-
ing the Autumn of 1927 does not pay
the fishermen to prosecute that fish-
ery. They are not going to prose-
cute that fishery. They get no re-
turns, and within the next few
months the labor situation in this
country will be worse than it has
been for years. The only thing I see
that can be done is to get a loan and
pay every man’s passage and get him
out of the countryv. And get them
out of it just as quick as we can, be-
cause that is what is going to happen.
In the Autumn of 1927 the price of
Labrador fish was $3.60. I think it
went up to $3.80 later in the season.
A disgrace to a government that went
to this country and promised a square
deal to the fisherman and the working-
man. The Prime Minister in his re-
marks vesterday said that likely dur-

ing this session somebody would be
again reading his Manifesto. I am
going to read it now. This is going
to be the Prime Minister’s burial ser-
vice, This is what was responsible
for electing the Monroe Government
to power. And this is what is going
to be read over it when it dies a poli-
tical death, It answers both purposes.
“Conceived in iniquity and brought
forth in sin,” it is so miserable that
I can hardly hold it in my hands to
read it.

(Reads)

You did believe it at that time. You
believed for your own interests, be-
cause you wanted to deceive the elec-
torate into putting you in that little
chair in this House of Assembly.

(Reads)

Have you paid that bounty? 1 re-
present a fishing district as well as a
laboring district, and I ask you if you
have made any attempt to pay that
bounty on fish. You have not and
you will not until next fall. And you
are going to the country again. There
is no question about that. Yes, sir;
they are going to make you. That
will be the best thing that could hap-
pen to the Liberal party, the day that
vou lead the government to the polls.
You have failed miserably and you
and vour government have absolute-
ly ignored the wishes of the fisher-
men of this country. You have ig-
nored the main industry of this coun-
try. You can talk of paper mills,
but they have nothing on the codfish-
ery. I will be right in what I am
sayving. When the Prime Minister,
who in my opinion is going to the
country as leader of a party the next
time, the chances are that while he is
down in his district seeking the
votes of the electorate, then, and only
then, a bounty will be paid on fish
in order to get him elected. That is
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what is going to happen the codfish-
ery next fall. The Prime Minister in
another section of his Manifest wants
to tell us:

(Reads)

I think that the Prime Minister is
next to Mr. Morine in this counry
and that is going some. The Prime

Minister had made promises in this -

famous document that he not obnly
did not carry out, but that he necver
intended to carry out. That is why
the country is in such a bad condi-
tion today, with men out of employ-
ment and the fisheries on the rocks,

(Reads)

Now, in the dying days of your
government and in the last session of
your assembly, let me tell you that
you have failed, and failed miserably,
to carry out the promises that you
have made to the country in vour
Manifesto of 1924. You have ignored
the wishes of the people of this
country in every particular, except
where members of the Government
wanted to suit themselves for their
own personal and financial advan-
tages. This sesesion of the Legis-
lature did not open until the second
day of May, although you promised
in your Manifesto earlier sessions of
the Legislature. We will probably be
here until the 9th day of July next,
when the life of the Government au-
tomaticaly expires. It is all very
well for you men on the Government
side of the House who are in office,
hecause you are simply holding on for
the money that you are getting out
of it. Now, Sir, this Legislature was
kept closed until this late time of the
vear because Captain Winsor had to
g0 to the ice, and, knowing that your
numbers were small, you could not
open without him|. This is the reas-
"m why we are here this late day of
the year. The Government has ig-

nored every pledge in their Mani-
festo and still they have gall enough
to try and face the electorate again.
[ hope the government does face the
country again, as nothing will give
me greater pleasure, because there is
where they will meet their Waterloo,
and the quicker that happens the bet-
ter for this country and all concerned.
The Government were afraid to open
the House before May month because
they were afraid that pressure would
be brought to bear and that a smash
would come and you gentlemen 0DLpO-
site would have to face the elcclorate.
[ wonder what do the people of
Bonavista Bay and all the other dis-
tricts think of this idea of opening
the House at this late day of the year,
contrary to what was promised in
Mr. Monroe's Manifesto. The Prime
Minister in his Manifesto deceived the
people and that is why the country
is in the position that it is in today.
Now, Sir, the idea of delaying the
ppening of this House because a cer-
tain member of the government want-
ed to prosecute the sealfishery is
ridiculous. This was done to avoid a
Spring election. Now I would like
to know what benefits are derived
from the sealfishery by the rank and
file of the country; are not the own-
ers of the ships the greatest bene-
ficiaries? The prosecution of the seal-
fishery by iron steamers has not been
very remunerative for the sealers and
in future there will be “Young Harps”
prosecuting instead of big steamers,
unless something is done to remedy
matters that obtain at the present
time. The sealers in the big steamers
this vear made fairly good trips, but
made no monsy, but the Government
are not interesting themselves to

make things better for these men.
Some vears ago Sir William Coaker
and his associates intreduced and were
successful in getting passed a sealing
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hill whereby the sealers would get
fair treatment. Matters went on al-
right for a few years but within the
past four years conditions for our
sealers are worse than ever. A ship
returned to port a few days ago with
two and a half bags of bread on board
—this to fed a crew of nearly two
hundred men. Supposing that ship
had become jammed for any lengtﬁ
of time, naturally the crew would
have starved, and the fault would be
with the Government, because why did
they not see that the laws governing
the sealfishery were not lived up to.
I know that the Prime Minister does
not like to hear this. It is a bitter
pill, but he has got to swallow it. A
few days ago a sealing steamer was
discharged and no ship could be se-
cured to take home the crew: but if
these men had been government sup-
porters a ship would have been easily
found; and if Captain Vardy had not
been come ecross those men wouald
have to walk home to their various
districts North. Those men
aboard Mr., Vardy’s vessel and were
compelled to live like dogs and rats
until they reached home. I know that
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
(Captain Winsor) was aware of this
circumstance but he did not take any
action in the matter; but if it had
been the crew of the Ungava, a Gov-
ernment ship would have been easily

found to take these men home. 1

know that the Prime Minister or his
Government do not want to hear this,
but such conditions should not exist,
and we as members of this House
should not allow it to exist; and if T
were a member on the Government
side of the House tonight, I, for one,
would not allow it to exist. The men
who go to the sealfishery are treated
like dogs and nothing better, and un-
til we get a Government in power

who has the sealer and the wyorgking-

went

man of the country at heart, conditions
will never be any better for the work-
ing class of people in this country.
The same can be said in respect to
the logging industry in this country.
The condition of the logger today is
deplorable. Men go into the woods
on the sub-contracting basis and they
have to lie on bough bedding and
have to pay $18 a month board.
Where are the Logging and Sealing
Bills now? Suvely Mr. ‘Sullivan
ought to see that the loggers get bet-
ter conditions than they are getting
now. Surely he must be aware of
what is going on as he is the repres-
entative of the ALN.D. Co. A man who
came from the icefields the other day
told me that he had been in the lum-
ber woods all the winter; he told me
that he and fifty others had been lying
on becughs; he also said that they
had to pay a doctor’s fee every pay-
day, although they never saw a doc-
tor for the winter. Surely, this is not
good enough, Mr. Speaker. Now with
regard to inspectors; it is just as well
to have hobos as to have the camp
inspectors that we have today. Now,
if it were one or two men who were
making these complaints, one would
be inclined to think and regard it as
a personal matter. But the complaint
is common; practically everybody .
comes back from the lumber woods
with the same report., In 1924 a Log-
ging Bill was introduced in this House
and the members of the present Gov-
ernment voted unanimosuly against
it. Theyv had no respect for the log-
gers and no respect for the worikng-
man. But next fall they will be go-
ing around posing like angels and
plausibly telling what they are going
to do for the fisherman and fhe log-
ger, the sealer, and evervbody clse
representing the working class.

It wouldn’t surprise me a bit if dur-
ing this summer or fall something
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should be done by the present ad-
ministration to try and get the fish-
ermen’s and labourer’s vote. Some-
one might be sent up to investigate
and come back and make a report on
conditions and they try and bluff the
people that the Government is trying
to do something for the logzers, The
Prime Minister in his manifesto bluf-
fed the country before but he can’t
bluff them any more. It is disgraceful
to see the way men have to live both at
the icefields and in the lumber woods,
In the course of the remarks of the
mover of the address in reply yester-
day he spoke about the icy winds
from the North, I want to inform the
Honourable gentlemen that I am one
of those icy winds of the North and
one not afraid of him or of anyone
else in the House. The North has been
scoffed at too often by members of this
Legislature and to hear it from a man
who knows as much about a codfish
as I know about Windsor Castle
doesn’t go down with me. I am from
the North and I don't care who knows
it and rernresent an independent con-
stituency of some thousand people and
wasn't brought in on the tail of some-
one else’s coat. T resent that stalement
from the Member for Si. John’s West
and I hope he doesn’'t make any such
remarks here again. He talks about a
popular Government. I belicve it is
popular as far as he is concerned;
very popular. Then he talks about the
Monroé Government being elected
back again next fall. Let him forget
it and let every member of this
House forget it right now. QGovernor
Allardyce got some wonderful praise
here yesterday in this House. T have
nothing to say against Governor Al-
lardyce and I certainly have nothing
to say in his favour, not one thing,

HIS HONOR THE SPEAKER.—I
don’t want to interrupt the honour-

able gentleman but it is a principle
of parliamentary practise that His
Majesty's representative must not be
made the topic of conversation.

MR. BROWN.—I submit to your
ruling, Mr. Spzaker. I don't think I
would be out of order in osking the
question why we have a Governor

coming over from the other side of

the water. If I am justified in asking
that question I suppose I am justified
in saying why not leave the man who
is in the Governor’s chair stay there;
Sir William Horwood is a native of
our own country; a better man could
not be procured for that position than
Sir William Horwood and it is my
opinion, and I believe it is the opin-
ion of many on this side of the House
that the right man to fill that position
is now in the chair, Sir William Hor-
wood.

It is not my intention tc hold up
the House this afternoon because dur-
ing this session I suppose it is just as
well to let you go ahcad and get on
and finish as best you can. You will
stay till the end of your term and then
this manifesto of the Prime Minister
will be read over you as a burizl ser-
vice, Mention was made yesterday
by the Prime Minister of the Inter-
national Paper Company, and again
this morning I think in the Daily

‘News, to the attitude the Oprposition

took in connection therewith. I wish
to say I was one of the four men who
stood on this side of the House and
did not support the International Pa-
per Company; and I am not a bit
ashamed to admit it to-day: and if it
came up to-day I would do the same
thing with it. I opposed that Bill on
principle, and it has been borne out
to-day that I was right in what I did.
You have no Gander to-day, have yvou?
You are not likely to get it for a
while, or at least until a Liberal Gov-

L]
o
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ernment comes in and gives it to you.
As far as the Government is concern-
ed I think the Government was try-
ing to do a little bluffing last Yyear
and had to get that Bill through the
House and got it through.: I opposed
it and I amx: not one bit ashamed or
sorry and as I said before I would do
so again to-day, and inside of ten
years others will fall in line with me
that I did the right thing, and 1 can
gtate right here now what 1 mean
when I say inside of t{en years. It
would be a good thing if the Interna-
tional Paper Company or some other
company started that mill on, the Gan”
der. It is a thing badly nezdcd in that

district and other districts. It would -

give some emuployment; but the atti-
tude of the International Paper Com-
pany from the bezinning until the day
that contract was signed or agreed to
get that timber of the Gander and
have it manufactured at Corner Brook.
I saw that in the begirning and I op-
posed the move. As I said before I
don't want to take up the time of the
House, but there is one thing I will
acgk; what is going to be done in re-
gard to the unemployment situation in
this country? It is a question not only
in the outports but here in St. John’s.
You are giving out the dole here and
if the man in the North said “why are
yvou giving out our money in St.
John’s?”, what would happen? They
could justly say so., We are not get-
ting it in the North. I don’'t begrudge
it to the men in St. John’s but you
should as a Government open some in-
dustry or give emplovment at some
Lind of work., I don’t think the men
vant the dole; they would much pre-
fer emplovment. In conclusion permit
™e to sav to all the Government mem-
Fers: Get all you can and enjoy your-
relves; you look as happy as larks
o-er there every one of vou; Get all
vou can during the next five months

and when you go to the country and
vacate your seats wish them goodbye
and ask for the Monroe Manifesto and
let it be read over your political
tombs.

MR, BRADLEY.—Mr. Speaker; In
view of the fact that the order paper
is not very far advanced today I think
we might move the adjournment of the
debate until to-morrow. I accordingly
beg to move that this debate be ad-
journed until to-morrow.

On motion the Report was rcceived,
and on i1xotion further debate was ad-
journed until to-norrow.

NOTICE OF MOTION

The Minisier of Marine and Fisher-
ies gave notice that he would on to-
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill
entitled “An Act to Amend Chapter
169 of the Consolidated Statues (3rd
series) entitled “0Of Certific:-tes of
Masters and Mates”.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—To
move the House into Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
in relation to the guaranteeing of a
Loan for the Directors of the Church
of England College.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—Mr.
Speaker; I beg to move that this or-
der be deferred but I would like to
make just some short explanation.
There is a clause to be added to the
bottom of the Bill “that a Bill be in-
troduced to give effect to these Reso-
lutions”. The Bill will be ready by to-
n.orrow. I want to explain that this
is a proposition put forward by the
Church of England College for a loan
of $80, 000. The position is that the
Ckurch of England College raised an
amount of something over one hund-
red thousand and have borrowed an-
other hundred and twenty thousand to
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be repaid by subscription for which
they have guarantees from members
of the public. They require another
eighty thousand to go on with the
building held up because they haven’t
funds to complete it, If they had al-
lowed the workmen to go home they
claim it would cost another ten
thousand to have brought them back
to continue the work. Whon they got
into those difficulties they came to
the Government to see if the Govern-
ment would lend them the woney and
the Government said they would not
but would guarantee bonds on con-
dition that they would begin to pay
the Bonds off at the end of five years.

During the first five years they are
collecting in amounts that have been
subscribed and don’t expect to be able
to create a sinking fund. They don’t
say definitely that they will create a
sinking fund but they will take care
of the interest in the meantime and
create a sinking fund after the five
yvears have expired.

Our Government felt that they
could not afford to let the College go
without being completed and felt that
it was necessary to give the assis-
tance that was asked for to complete
the building. We hawve the college
grants as security for it .

Other Colleges will be going to fut-
ure Governments for similar assis-
tance and we told the committee in
the first place when they wanted the
$80,000 to multiply that by three and
consider it $240,000 because the other
Celleges would be looking for the
same assistance. So far the other de-
nominations have not approached the
Government,

These Colleges are a very great ad-
vantage to the educational facilities of
the country and the out-port people

as well as the city people come to

these colleges,

These are mercly preliminary re-
marks to inform the House of the ob-
ject of this bill and I would ask that it
stand deferred until tomorrow.

HON. LEADER OF THE OPPOSI-
TION.—This is rather an unusual Bill
to come before the House and I would
like to ask the Prime Ministcr, for the
benefit of the House, to tell us what
security we have for this guarantee.

After all we are custodians of the
country’'s funds and before we guaran-
tee the payment of bonds it is only
natural that some guarantee be held
by the Government and I would like
to have some explanation on that

point.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The guarantee, I would like to reply
to the honourable member, is the sec-
urity of a $300,000 building which is
paid for in cash to the extent of
$100,000 and the amount actually col-
lected and subscribed $120,000 bor-
rowed from the Bank on the security
of the promises that have been made.
So that if the $120,000 is collected, and
the pledges are considered by the
various members of the Commitiee as
fairly reliable, there will be $220,000
security as against a $300,000 buildings

I
I would like to explain that the pre-

sent Bishop Field College was in such
a depleorable condition that the pupils
were leaving it and the College was
likely to go out of existence altogether,
and the Directors, (of whom I am not
one myself and I am not claiming
that they did the right thing, because
I claim that they should have seen
their funds before they started to build
and come to the Government.) decid-
ed to build a new college. '
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And that is the rposition $120,000
worth of promises, $100.000 paid on
the building in cash and $80,000 is re-
quired to complete the building and
then they have the assurance that
they can establish a sinking fund to
pay that back.

We must remember that the Gov-
ernment grants to the College are al-
<o security for this payment.

MR. HALFYARD.—How are you go-
ing to be sure that they will get the
money to meet this expense incurred?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
They claim now that the expenses of
running the College will be very much
less because they have a modern
building with modern appliances and
an attractive school to bring pupils
and instead of the number of pupils
decreacing they claim that it is going
to increase and taey will save instead
of losing money as it was before the
Board decided that a new Kield Col-
lece was necessary,

They claimed that repairs to tho
old building went to $3,000 or $4,000
a vear. It was a very roor and in-
efficient building,

I was acting on the Interdenomina-
tional Committee that was formed to
consider putting through an Interde-
nominational Education policy and we
got down a Committee from Columbia
['miversity to go through our schools
and Colleges and I remember that the
conmittee stated that Bishop Field
Collere would make a very fine sugar
ware-house but as a building for a
school it was absolutely impossible.

That was several years ago.

Now I don’t think there is any doubt
ahout their having put up a very ex-
cellent and modern building but

whether the Government or the coun-
try should be called upon to guaran-
tee these bonds members of the House
have different ideas about.

The Government felt that it should
not put the College to the expense of
spending $10,000 that appeared to be
necessary if they were to knock off
work and begin again. With the school
grants as security we felt that we
could undertake this.

As a matter of fact they have not
got the money yet and it remains for
this House to put the Bill through in
order that the money be paid to them
and for that reason they have asked us
to put the Bill forward with a view to

getting the money as soon as pos-
sible.

MR. GRIMES.—Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask the Prime Minister
if T am correct when I say that the
security is the Government grants and
also the pledges that have been made
towards the College?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—And
the $100,000 that has been actually
paid on account of the $300,000.

MR. GRIMES.—Can you say what.
the Government is.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—I
think $14,000 a year.

MR. GRIMES.—I think that it is
quite likely that there will be other
requests coming in from other Col-

leges before very long.

MR. BRADLEY.—Mr, Speaker,
might I .ask the Minister, through
you, just what the nature of the
amendment to the Law Society Act, is?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Just a couple of short amendments in
connection with Benchers of the Law
Society and in respect of examina-
tions.
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NOTICE OF MOTION
Pursuant to notice, and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Finance, sup-
ply was granted to His Majesty.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed, and on motion of the Minister of
Agriculture and Mines, the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend Chapter 129
of the Consolidated Statues (3rd Ser-
ies) entitled ‘Of Crown Lands. Timber,
Mines and Minerals'” was introduced
and read a first tirie and it was or-
dered that the said Bill be read a sec-
ond time on to-morrow.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed and on motion of Hon. the Minis-
ter of Justice, the Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Law Society Act”
was introduced and read a first time,
and it was ordered that the said Bill
be read a second time to-morrow.

Mr. Grimes gave notice of Question.

Mr Halfyard gave notice of Ques-
tion.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly,

FRIDAY, May 4th, 1929,

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to adjourn-
ment,

PETITIONS

Petitions were presented by:

Mr,
road.

Halfvard from Bell view re

Mr. Halfyard from Hant'’s Harbor re
road.

Mr. Halfyard from New Perlican

re whart.

Mr. Halfyard from Clarenviils re
road.

Mr. Halfyard from Hant's Harbor re
road.

Mr Halfyvard from Harcourt re Tele-
phones.

Mr. Ashbourne from Kettle Cove re
road.

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE &
MINES.—Mr. Speaker, I beg to avail
of this opportunity of supporting the
prayer of this petition just present-
ed by the honorable member for
Trinity, Mr. Halfyard. In doing so, I
would like to avail of this opportun-
ity for once more pointing out tv the
House the absolute nonsense if T may
80 put it, in encouraging people to
take around petitions in the various
sections of the Island and going to a
great deal of disadvantage and trouble
in getting signatures for the various
concessions and then for members of
both sides of this House to be getting
up here and using the wvaluable time
in setting forth the requests of the
petitioners, knowing full well that it
is all an unnecessary waste of time.
I have sat in this House for seventeen
sessions, and if there is any honor-
able member who has been here dur-
ing that time can point out to me
wherein one request of any kind has
been granted during the whole of that
period, then I will be satisfied that
the system now in vVogue carry on.
I[s it not about time that this House
of Assembly sincerely consider these
matters. We all know that the allo-
cation of public funds is done on the
recommendation of the member for
each district. Whilst it is desirable
for members of both sides of this
House to put forth, as the honorable

member for Trinity has done, the re-
quests of the people of the country,
it is, on the other hand, very desir-
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able that the people who take the
trouble of compiling and bringing
around and selecting and collecting
the signatures to the various peti-
tions be notified officially that it is a
waste of time to send petitions to the
House of Assembly when the matter
can be conducted by private corres-
pondence directly from the people to
the representative. I suggested at
several sessions, one after another,
that ocn the opening of the House a
committee be appointed to deal with
petitions. I did receive a little sup-
port from both sides of the House,
but nothing serious came of the mat-
ter; nothing serious will come of the
petition presented this afterncon by
Mr .Halfyard, though serious and
heonest encugh he may be in his ad-
vocacy of the various requests made
by the petitioners. The petition as
you know well will be forwarded to
the department to which it relates and
there it dies, and nobody knows that
better than the honorable member
who has taken up twenty minutes
making a nice speech on behalf of
the men who signed the petition. 1
once more would ask that serious
consideration be given to this matter,
not only because the petitions are go-
ing to die as soon as they arrive in
the department to which they relate,
but also because the people have been
fooled. 1 do not say by the honour
able member who just sat down, but
any member who encourages his con-
stituents to hawk around petitions to
be signed and presented to this
House and knows that no good is go-
ing to come out of it he is only put-
ting those people to a lot of trouble
for nothing. I say let them present

their petitions to their various re-
presentatives. All representatives
should know the requirements of the
district. As far as I am concerned,

it is not necessary for a petition to

come to me from the people of my

. district, because I know the require-

quirements of that district, and when
the time arrives for the allocation of
public funds I will see that they get
their right share of what is going. I
am very serious about this matter
this afternoon, and I take this early
opportunity of once more putting
forth these views.

MR. HALFYARD.—I appreciate the
remarks made by the honorable mem-
ber for Placentia. I am sure that he
and I are one in our opinion as to the
tutility of presenting petitions. I can
conscientiously say that I have not
encouraged any of my constituents to
present petitions to the House of As-
sembly, On several occasions they
asked me would they present a peti-
tion. I said that if the petition was
largely signed it would anyway show
that the people were desirous of hav-
ing something done, but as to what
effect the petition would have I did
not know; but anvhow, I said, it would
do no harm if it did no good. But I°
agree with the honorable member who
just spoke that more serious thought
should be given to the petitions when
they are presented to this House.
There should be some committee to
investigate and consider them, and to
report to the Department to which
the petition relates, and then if any
money can be found those require-
ments of the petition could be granted.
As long as we are here as represent-
atives of the districts, so long will
we be presenting petitions. It shows
to the Government, anyhow, that
money is required, and whether it
can be found or not is a matter for
the Government. Put the money to
the credit of Trinity District and try
to meet the requirements of these

people.

HON. THE MINISTER OF POSTS
AND TELEGRAPHS.—Mr. Speaker, 1



would like to say a word in reference
to the matter now before the Chair.
While on general principles I agree
with the suggestions made by my
honorable friend that it is a waste of
time to be presenting petitions to
this House, when we as representa-
tives of our district know very well
that it is up to ourselves individually
to endeavor to carry out the requests
of our constituents when they appeal
to us either for a wharf or a telephone
connection or anything else that we
should have to provide for out of our
special grant. But there is an awful
lot of time taken up here in this
House presenting petitions. The
people that come here want to hear
something special that is for the gen-
eral interests of the country at large,
instead of listening to a petition pres-
ented by a few inhabitants asking for
a telephone connection, or for a road
or bridge, when we know that it is
our business to attend to those things
individually. It is proper and just
for the members of this House to ap-
peal from time to time if they have
not sufficient funds themselves, to the
Government of the day to a limited
extent, by sending in a request in the
shape of a letter pointing out the ne-
cessity of meeting those requirements.
And we have many. You, on your
side of the House, and we on this
side of the House, have unlimited de-
mands made upon us for repairs to
roads, bridges, wharves, telephone
connecticns, and everything of that
nature. But I do not think that it is
right that the time of this House
«Fould he taken up with those little
petty things. When I say “petty” 1
mean petty to the general public.

MR. HALFYARD.—They are not
small to the people presenting them.

HON. MINISTER OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS.—It only refers to our

" ities.
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own individual districts and 1local-
But why should the public at
large be interested. Why should the
time ef this House be taken up? It is
wrong. The system is wrong and the
day will come when some government
will alter that. I disagree with my
friend when he states that if a peti-
tion relating to a telephone connec-
tion is referred to the department of
Posts and Telegraphs to which it re-
lates that it dies there. Oh, no. He
made one mistake there. They don't
die. They live there, on account of
the activity of those members who
presented the petitions, who continu-
ally ring up asking about those peti-
tions. But I must say “I have no
funds, Mr. Halfyard”, if it happens
to be the honorable member for Trin-
ity that is ringing me up. Remem-
ber last year when there were great
demands being made for telephone
connections and extensions, I said to
you that if you provide the necessary
funds for all those exetnsions then
it is only a pleasure for the head of
the Department, especially myself, to
authorize the necessary work to be
proceeded with and the installation
of the telephone to take place. Un-
til we have the funds we caraot do it.
I am endeavoring to point out the
waste of time in this House in dealing
with these matters, when the matter
should be dealt with individually 'y
the representatives and the differcnt
heads of the departments. Tf T were
on the other side, or if in the future
I am honored with a seat in this House
strong appeals to the heads of the
Departments and agitate that those
requests be granted. But those peti-
tions will not die. You send them to
me and I will endeavor to do the best

I can, but on genera! principles I say
that the system i
time of the House snould not be taken

wrong and tc¢he

up with dealing with petitions of any
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nature, unless it is a public petition
that deals with something that af-
fects the general interests of the
country at large, or some vital mat-
ter that it is necessary that the
Government of the country should
take cognizance of.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Mr. Speaker, before these petitions are
formally offered to us, perhaps 1
might clarify matters somewhat if I
were to say a few words. Now I do
not agree with what my two col-
leagues have said, in all respects. 1
think it really becomes a case of be-
ing honest with ourselves. As re-
gards the presenting of a petition, it
is simply a matter of a perfunction-
ary discharge of an obligation. It is
an obligation upon a member, when
a petition comes from his district to
present it. He knows well, as a mat-
ter of fact, especially the opposition
members, that he has not got the ad-
vantage that a member on the Gov-
ernment side has. It is just as well
to have that understood. He is fur-
ther handicapped by the fact that the
very best that he can hope for is the
fact that if the district grants are
going, they are divided pro rata.
Then if the recommendations of the
member are accepted, and they ccm-
mend themselves to the Department
that has the control of the grants,
then the latter may be able to fall in
line with the prayer of the petition.
The Ministers of Agriculture -and
Mines and of Posts and Telegraphs
are both right and both wrong. Both
were adepts at presenting petitions
when they sat on the other side of
the House. They were finished art-
ists. I don’t think that I have ever
heard more elogquent speeches than
those made by these two gentlemen
when they sat in opposition. They
knew then, as they know now, the
fact that, strictly speaking, it is a

question of “What your grants could
afford.” I think it is only fair to
both these gentlemen to say this, that
the reason why I am prompted to
make these remarks is because of the
two Ministers that have just spoken.
Honorable members will agree with
me when I say that if there are two
ministerial heads who have got a soft
spot in their hearts for the members
of the Opposition it is the two mem-
bers that have just spoken. The
reason I say that is, because their
words might be accepted as being
against the presenting of petitions,
and it is just as well to understand
that they see themselves the farcical
aspect of presenting petitions. The
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs and
the Minister of Agriculture and Mines
cannot be accused of being opposed
in any way to the petition because of
the side of the House that it comes
from, and for that reason I think that
I should speak to this petition and in
supporting the motion that it be sent
to the Department to which it relates
for consideration, I would subscribe
to the idea that we ought to discour-
age the sending of petitions as much
as we can. But we must also remem-
ber that sometimes it is very helpful
to have a petition. There are times
when if an expression of opinion can
be got from a large section of the
people as to their views on a matter
of public interest, it is wvery helpful
to have that expression of opinion.

I do not altogether subsecribe to the
idea that the amounts asked for in
petitions ought be too large because
it is throwing too much onus on the
members. If a member gets a peti-
tion in his hands he has got to pres-
ent it for what it is worth. Petitions
can be gotten up for almost anything
and nine-tenths of them are not worth
the paper they are written on, for the
reason that practically all the signa-
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teries are in the handwriting of the
man who goes hawking around wilh
the petition, But there are times
when a petition is helpful. I am not
unmindful of the fact and I sympath-
ise with the condition that prevails,
namely, that bscause a man is in Op-
position that he has to present all
petitions that come along to the
House. Most of the petitions that are
presented here emanate from the Op-
position side and the reason of that is
that people outside got the wrong
idea. I do not agree with the no-
tion, however, that because a man
happens to present a petition from the
Opposition side that the petition will
not get the same consideration as it
would if presented by a Government
member. At all events, that has not
applied since this Government came
into power. However, the real cure
is for members themselves when they
receive petitions to have them dealt
with by the heads of the different de-
partments, as I believe this would be
a more effective way of having them
dealt with, However, I merely rise
to support the prayer of the petitions
just presented.

REPORT TABLED

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER
tabled the report of operations of the
Newfcundland Railway for the year
ending June 30th, 1927.

Mr. Grimes gave notice of question.
Mr. Brown gave notice of question.

Mr, Halfyard gave notice of ques-
tion.

C. of E. COLLEGE LOAN BILL

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—To

move the House into Committee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
in relation to the guaranteeing of a
Loan for the Directors of the Church
of England College.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker: Feeling that the ques-
tion might be raised that this is a mat-
ter that might be dealt with by way
of a private Bill in accordance with
Rule 314 of the House, I would move
for the suspension of this Rule and
that this Bill be proceceded with as a
public measure. I explained yesterday
that the Directors of the Church of
England Ccllege are looking for this
$80,000,00. Of this amount between
$16,000.00 and 17,000,00 has -been al-
ready spent. The contractors are look-
ing for payment to the Trust Company
who have made some advances al-
ready, but they will not make any
more advances until this Bill is pas-
sed and that is the urgency in making
this Motion to-day.

MR. HALFYARD.—Mr. Speaker: 1
have no intention of retarding the
progress of this measure, but why the
necessity now for the suspension of
the rule for the passing of this Bill
when it will be only the matter of an-
other few weeks and all the rules in
connection with the transaction of
business here will be suspended?

THE HON. MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—Mr. Speaker: With regard to
the position just raised, might I be
permitted to make an explanation in
support of the Prime Minister’s at-
titude.

As to why we should proceed as tho
Prime Minister has moved I might say
it was somewhat at my own sugges-
tion the Prime Minister made this of-
fering today. It was felt poseibly the
point may be raised that this might
be regarded as a semi-»rivate Bill. It
is not felt to be a private Bill: as a
matter of fact, though we don’t like to
think of it in that way, all our public
educational buildings may be regard-
ed as public institutions. Two-thirds
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of the cost of upkeep is borne by the
Government grants, and while it is
perfectly true that the control of thossz
institutions is vested in demonina-
tional boards, it might be regarded as
the casz here that the Government of
the day more or less is responsible for
iheir upkeep. Now the present resolu-
tions that the Prime Minister is in-
troducing that out of the grants in
years to come for the particular col-
lege and they are allotted to it pro
rata, there will be taken so much per
year as security for advances. The
money is provided simply in antici-
pation. The point raised by the Prime
Minister in presenting the resolutions
and having them considered in the
nature of a public measure is only for
the purpose of enabling the House to
proceed with the resolutions and have
the Bill enacted. I think it will be ap-
preciated by those living in town that
the building down there at an impor-
tant season of the year cannot have
the construction delayed, and we
merely want to avoid the question be-
ing raised possibly that the Bill
should be presented by petition with
advertisement with regard to any
other rights and so on. I don't sug-
gest it is necessary but the point
might be raised. As a matter of fact
no institution can be allowed to g0
down under similar circumstances of
any denomination.

MR. GRIMES.—I would like to be
clear about the point raised by the
Minister of Justice with regard to de-
nominational schools being the pro
perty of the Government.

HON. THE . MINISTER OF JUS-
tice..—No; I said that they might be
said to be Government controlled:
migzht be said to be like Government
ingtitutions in so far as two-thirds the
cost of upkeep, cost of maintaining

them. comes from the Government
through the educational grants. 1
don’t raise the point of State control;
no.

RULE IS SUSPENDED

On motion of Hon. the Prime Min-
ister, and pursuant to the terms of
Rule 314, in view of urgent pressing
necessity, the rules appliable to
Private Bills in respect to advertise-
ments and introduction by way of
petition were suspended in relation to
Resolutions providing for the guaran-
teeing of a Loan of the Church of
England College.

Pursuant to notice and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the House
resolved itself into a Commit.ee of the
Whole to consider certain Resolutions
in relation to the guaranteeing of a
Loan for the Directors of the Church
of England College.

Mr Speaker left the Chair.

Mr Puddister took the Chair of
Committee

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Might I suggest Mr. Chairmen that we
read the Resolutions and then we
might deal with them. I am suggest-
ing that in clause 2 we should add a
few words,.

(Reads: Clause 2)

That in my opinion is not suf-
ficiently protective for the Govern-
ment and I suggest putting in the
words “not exceeding $125,000,00”,
that being the amount that the Church
of England College have up to the
present borrowed on mortgage from
the Eastern Trust Company. They
have already spent $225,000., of
which $100,000. is cash that has gone
in and $125,000. cash borrowed from
the Eastern Trust Company on
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security to the Eastern Trust Com-
pany, firstly of a mortgage, but
secondly the promises made in writ-
ing by various subscribers under the
drive that was made some three years
ago, Of this money there has come in
so far two instalments, they have
three more to collect and that is the
reason they are ready to count on
$125,000. coming in. You will notice
as we go on with the resolutions that
they propose paying back the eighty
thousand in sume of four thousand a
yvear, not later than the end of six
years after the raising of the loan.
The point about that is for the next
three years they will be busy getting
in the amounts subscribed and this is
about as much as the subscribers can
afford, and the College say they do
not want to be called on to find the
capital amcunt to pay back for five
yvears and the end of six years they
will make the first payment of $4,000.
and they feel satisfied they will be
able to do that. As I stated yesterday
the Government grants to this college
some $14,000 a year and that money
will be there for the security of the
payment back of this money when
the time comes. The argument may be
urged if they haven’t money for the
carrying on of the college the college
isn’t very much good otherwise, but I
have very little doubt but money will
be found to carry on the college and
even if the Government had to carry
on it wouldn’t be such a serious af-
fair as allowing this college to be dis-
continued. I don’t, as I saig, hold any
particular brief for the college; I do
think they ought to have seen their
finances better ahead than they did.
I think it is very hard on the Gov-

ernment that they should come to
them at the last moment and say if
they don’'t get a certain amount of
money next week they are in a hole.

I think they ought to have been ab.c
to see better ahead than that anl I do
not protect them in that respect; but
naturally the Government had to give
serious consideration to the matter.
The Church of England colleges hold
a good deal of property; they not only
own Bishop Field College but they
own the ground around it, and the
British Hall, and Bishop Spencer
Lodge subject to a mortgage. Alto-
gether they have given me a statement
in which .they show margin of some
two hundred and thirty thousand of
assets over and above their liabili-
ties and mortgage so that the secur-
ity should be fairly good. and 1
ghouldn't suppose that they would al-
low at any time their grants to be
taken but they will find some means
of getting the money for it. I suggest
as I said adding the words to clause
2 “not exceding $120,000,00.”

MR. RANDELL.—Mr. Chairman: 1
would like to ask the Prime Minister
if he knows that there is no more
than one hundred, and twenty five
thousand dollars mortgage on the
property.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
In reply to the Hon. Member I might
say that I asked that question this
morning and I was told that positive-
ly there isn’t more than one hundred
and twenty five thousand but by hav-
ing this clause put into the Bill they
can't get the eighty thousand if there
is more than one hundred and twenty
five thousand.

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP-
POSITION.—I would like to ask the
Prime Minister if it is the intention to
guarantee a bond or bonds. Are they
issuing bonds for sale or giving one
bond to a Trust Company or Compan-
ies?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
We said we would be prepared to
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oguarantee bonds, and suggested as
they had expected to raise money at
6% with the CGovernment guarantee
inzg they ought now to raise it at 5
per cent or 5% per cent at least,

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP-
POSITION.—Would it be possible to
issue & bond to raise the nioney with-
out a Government guarantee. Was it
ever tried?

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
[ understand the United College have
already done it but under what sys-
tem they proceeded I don’'t know; but
one person a Member of the United

College , told me they didn’t
want any Government guarantee,
I was very glad to hear that, and

think it is gratifying to hear th:at that
coilege is in a better positicn. It seems
that the people from whom they ecould
raise money are more numerous, and
it is gratifying as I say if the other
colleges are in a more independent
position.

HON THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—I might say the poorest peo-
ple in the country the Roman Catho-
lic Episcopal Corporation raised a
bond. One reason I support this is I
think what will happen is that all will
be looking for the same thing. That is
why I'am supporting it. We have got
lots of schools to build when we get
a chance to raise more money.

HON. THE LEADER OF THE OP-
POSITION.—I think the matter is a
liftle more serious than that. No one
questions the assets behind the
Church of England school Board; but
‘row that this thing is once commen-
ced where is it going to end? If this
Covernment is going to give a guar-
antee of bonds, a guarantee for the
raising of money for building of one
college. they certainly cannot stop at

one; if the Roman Catholic or the Uni-
ted Church or the Salvation Army col-
legels wart money why then it is only
natural that they are going to come to
the Government for it and the Gov-
ernment.will be expected to help them
out. And it doesn’'t stop there; take
all the schools round the country if
you like and if the Government has
an obligation in respect of the col-
leges in St. John’s the same will be
considered to apply throughout the
country.

Without a doubt all the schools and
colieges in this country are as much
entitled to this assistance as any par-
ticular college in St, John’s and there
is just the same general obligation to
keep up every small school in the
smallest settlement as there is to keep
up a school in St, John’s.

To my mind the thing is so serious
that it should be given very grave
consideration. Once started where is
it going to stop.

Now I have no intention whatever
of putting anything in the way of
raising money to asist an educational
building of that kind because I know
that it is necessary but I certainly
think that these resolutiorns should
not be passed through without very
great consideration and discussion by
every member sitting on both sides of
this House because after all though
in one particular case there may be
sufficient assets behind them in the

next one there may be no assets be-
hind them at all.,

While T agree with the Prime Min-
ister when he said that even if the
Government should be called npon to
pay the interest it would not amount
to very much, but I say that it would
amount to very much if the Govern-
ment was called upon to pay the in-
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terest on one hundred of such guar-
antees,

I would suggest that every member
of the House let us have his views on
this matter,

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Mr. Chairman, for very obvious rea-
sons I support these resolutions, I am
not primarily connected with the
Church of England but I support
these resolutions wholeheartedly and
honestly hope that they will benefit by
them, because if I had my way I
would give the same guaranty to
all the colleges of the different deno-
minations for I feel that any money
spent on educational progress is well
spent.

I know, as we have been told, that
the other denominations will be com-
ing to the Government looking for
similar favours. I hope they do. That
is a thing that has probably got to be
faced and if any one of the different
denominations needs a bond for the
guarantee of $80,000 and if they ask
us for $80,000 as security we have got
to give it to them.

'

There is no use fooling ourselves.
It is just as well to get the matter
right. You cannot stop the wheels of
educational progress.

There is no question here of any
differences of opinion on either side
of the House but we say to ourselves
that we cannot afford it. We have got
to afford it,

The point was raised by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition with regard
to this being for one section of St.
John’s. The Church of England Col-
lege is not only a St. John’s institu-
tion.

And there is a difference to-day for
the Education Act provides special
school funds for building schcols iIn
the out-ports and as a matter of fact
so far as St, John's is concerned, the
Colleges are largely, but I don’t say
mainly, filled with out port students.

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION.—
I pointed that out merely to make a
comparision between the number of
schools and colleges in the out-ports
and in St. John's.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I am not missing the point but I
would retort that under the Edu-
cation Act as it is to-day, there is
contained a special provision in which
money is set aside absolutely for
building purposes.

MR. GRIMES.—Cannot they get the
same in town?

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
No. it not only applied to the out-port
schools,

This guaranty should not be re-
quired. I am not a champion of the
Church of England College but whilst
supporting these resolutions and
when speaking for them I feel that I
am speaking for all colleges. The point
I make is that the Government cannot
no Government can-afford to stand by
and see a College of any denomina-
tion go down. You cannot do it, that
is all.

Whilst it is preferable to let each
denomination collect enough funds to
look after its own affairs still when
they are unable to do so and ask us to
assist them, we cannot refuse.

And I must say, and it would only
be fair to say and it will come better
from an outsider, that the Church of
England people of St. John’s have,
within the past couple of years, de-
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monstrated a considerable activity in
matters connected with their schools
and educational mattars generally,

To-day they find themselves with a
load greater than they can bear and
their experiences are probably the
same as those of others who have
passad through similar circumstances
That from that section of the coun-
try where most of the prosperity lies,
the outports, they did not receive the
pro rata 'share of wealth that one
might expect. It so happens in most
of the drives that take place, that St.
John’s becomes the recruiting ground

Sometimes, Mr. Chairman, we
should not lose sight of the fact that
the outports of Newfoundland look to
the colleges of the various denomina-
tions in the city to send their boys

to in order to give them a “round-

ing oit.”

I support the resolutions not alone
for what they contain but because
they are the introduction to the larg-
er dose that we will have to take
later on.

It is just as well now for us to
make up our minds as to what policy
we are going to adopt.

We have got to arrange for some
source of money for building pur-
poses for all the denominations. I
would add to the Government grants
to the colelges a certain amount each
year for building purposes. It is
bound to come. You cannot close the
gchools. You cannot stop the chances
of our children getting the best pos-
sible education in their own country.
You cannot stop college expansion.

For this reason, Mr., Chairman, I
beg to suport the resolutions.

MR. RANDELL.—Mr. Chairman, 1
have listened with attention to what
has been said by the Honourable Min-

ister of Justice and I believe that I
have altered my views since he began
to speak.

It just occurred to me that it might
save time if the House were to get
down to business and vote $80,000 per
capita to all the other denominations
because it looks like we are going to
have to vote three times $80,000 any-
how.

I think that it might save time if
we considered that prorposition.

HON. COLONIAL SECRETARY.—
Mr. Chairman, I have some little
knowledge of this matter and I might
say that I disclaim any such position
as has been handed to me by the Min-
ister of Justice. I do not rise in any
sense as a representative of the par-
ticular denomination that I belong to
and therefore I disclaim any connec-
tion in that respect.

I look upon the whole matter in a
broader way—as an educational ques-
tion and I had something to do with
the negotiations that took place with
the Directors, the result of which is
the Bill that is before the House. |,

It must be remembered that geveral
yvears ago the Church of England
people in this city started a drive and
succeed>d in getting very liberal pro-
mises from business men and others in
this community at a time when things
were prosperous and everything look-
ed rosy. The first pledges were kept
faithfully but then a change in condi-
tions came and people who had made
pledges found themselves unable to
live up to them, and a great many
could not fulfill them. In the mean-
time the Directors had made plans
for the erecting of a school on the
lines consistent with the amount
subscribed at that time.
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The matter was lying in abeyance
for several years and eventually the
conditions of the College building be-
came so untenantable that something
had to be done. The old Bishop Feild
College building was costing a tre-
mendous sum of money every year to
keep it in repair and large inroads
were made on the funds that were
collected for the new College.

It was eventually decided to have
another drive, which took place last
yvear or the year before. That drive
had not the results that were antici-
pated and they were between two
fires as to whether to recede or go
ahead, and they decided to go ahead
and started building at an estimated
cost of $300,000,00.

They collected, I think, in the neigh-
bourhood of $120,000 including the
amount left over from the previons

drive.

I think they have promises for
$120,000 more, which are redeemable
within the next two years. The promi-
ses made in the last drive are very
much more secure because we do not
anticipate a repetition of the hard
times which took place after the first
drive, They assure us that they will
gather in a very large part of the pro-
mises made in the recent drive,

In the meantime the College had
raised money from the Eastern Trust
Company, I think, on which they are
pavine an interest charge of 5 or b1
per cent. I am not quite sure if that is
exactly right. I know that they raised
from $100,000 to 120.000 and they can-
not get any more money on the sec-
urity of the College and they have
their contractors here with the
equipment on the grounds and the
work is brought to a standstill by the
lack of funds.

If the operations of building were
to stop a serious loss would be occa-
sioned by the directors because the
contractors would have an action
against them for breech of contract
and if they remove the machinery and
come back later, it would cost an ex-
tra $10,000, so they conceived the idea
of approaching the Government to see
if anything could be done.

The Government, af‘er they had
outlined their story, could see no
reagson why assistance should be re-
fused to a system that is absolutely
necessary to this comraunity.

Mr. Higgins pointed out that it was
necessary to be prepared to swallow
the pill, but I would not go as far as
that, I would be long sorry for bring-
ing this measure into the House if I

-thought that would be the result.

While the Government of necessity
is prepared to assist them where it is
absolutely necassary still there is an
obligation on themselves and on the
people whose children are educated
there to see to it that every cent is
paid, and that they themselves pay to
whatever extent rossible.

But the position as it stands
to-day is this that this Government or
the next Government or any Govern-
ment are not going to lose a dollar. It
is not going to cost a dollar to the
Government because it was distinctly
understood at the openng of nego-
tiations that the interest charge on
this money would be first charge on
the college grants each year. And as
I pointed out to the Committee that
waited on me in reference to this that
the $4 000 or the$4,500. whatever it
might be, interest charge would be due
on the first of July next when the
college grants are issued if these res-
olutions are passsd and then the Min-
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ister of Finance and Custom’s would
collect that amount. It is to be paid in
advance to secure the Government
against any loss of interest on
that account. Now in the meantime
the Directors of the College have the
assurance of the payments that have
been promised under the recent drive
which will liguidate that portion of
the debt that at present exists on the
college, And after that the college
authorities have undertaken to pay a
roportional amount each year ex-
tending over a period of twenty years,
at the rate of about $4,000 a year.
That is the proposition. It is essenti-
ally businesslike., It does not involve
the expenditure of one cent of public
monies, and I have every faith that
those intcrested will carry out the
project and that in the future they will
be in a better position to do so. The
gquestion was raised yesterday as to
fiow they were going to get on with-
out the assistance of their annual
grants. I know this that I was Chair-
man of the Board of Directors at vari-
ous times, and I know that it was a
continual expense. Every yvear there
were thousands of dollars wasted in
trying to keep it water and wind tight.
All that would be obviated in the new
building, It will be capable of housing
a hundred per cent more scholars.
The staff will be increased but that
increase will not be anything in pro-
portion to the number of scholars
that will be looked after owing to the
facillities that the new building will
afford. The expenses will not be any-
thing like in proportion to the effeci-
ency of the new college when it is
completed. Therefore I submit that
when this proposition comes before
this House that it should not be looked

on from any narrow view point. I
would have the same feeling towards
any other denominational school that

* been in coffice,

was placed in a similar financial posi-
tion. And if it should happen in the
future that any other denominations
were to come to the Government for
help under similar circumstances. 1
hope that they will receive the same
sympathetic consideration. We cannot
do without these colleges, They are
essential in our life, It is the policy
of all Governments as long as I have
to assist education in
every possible way. Past Governments
have given a sympathetic ear to
everything that is for the advantage
of education, and I hope that to-day

the House will view this in that
light.
MR. HICKMAN.—Mr. Speaker; 1

just want to make it plain that we are
only discussing this on a board prin-
ciple and not with reference to any
particular college. 1 have already
stated that I am quite satisfied that
there are plenty of assets belonging to
the Church of England to meet all
their cobligations, Many of these I am
sure could pay the whole amount, if
they wanted them to. I just brought
the matter up en board principles be-
cause this is a precedent, and the
question that I did ask was “Had
every effort been made to get this
money without a guarantee from the
Government. Now the Minister of Jus-
tice tells us that he is in favour of
these guarantees, and that no school
should go down. There are many car-
rying a heavy load. How many chur-
ches in the country are carrying a
heavier load than they can carry?
Churches are being built without col-
lecting all the money that is neces-
sary for their construction. If the
proposition were made to the Gov-
ernment to-morrow for some Church
that wanted so much money or else
that church would have to close
down:-
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HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE— I do not know but I would
agree with that also. I would not like
to see a Church closed down.

MR. HICKMAN.—I am not asking
the Hon. mermber what he would agree

with.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—You are asking me what 1
would agree with. I would not let any
church go down.

MR, HICKMAN.—I think that mak-
es the matter all the more serious. I
do not think this is a joking matter at
all,

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—I am not joking about it
either.

MR. HICKMAN.—After all we are
here as the trustees of the people. and
as the custodians of the peoples funds,
and if the honourable member will go
so far as to say that he would guar-
antee churches, schools, everything
throughout the country, then I think
he is taking a big responsibility.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—If we are not safe guarantee-
ing churches and schools, we are not
safe in guaranteeing anything. That
1S my point.

MR. BRADLEY.— Mr. Speaker, I do
not think anybody present in this
House this afternoon would regard
this matter in a narrow or sectarian
aspect, and I do not ithink that any
single member in this House to-day is
prepared to put himself on record as
being opposed to any reasonable as-
sistance to any educational institution
in the country. That is not the point.
It has been the history of semi-public
and semi-private institutions in this
country, and I take it that most of

the colleges in this country. are of
that type quite frequently to reach a
stage in their existence, where they
are not able to carry on under exist-
ing conditions, and with the re-
sources at their disposal, Having
reached that point the first avenue
that opens itsslf up to them, is the
Government of the country. In some
cases I have no doubt these appeals

* are justifiable, and this particular ap-

peal may be perfectly justifiable. I do
not propose to discuss that at all ex-
cept to point out that apparently the
estimates of the Directors of this Col-
lege, when thcy were about to con-
struct this building, were a long way
out. Be ivhat as it may, they apparent-
ly need the money now, and 1 suppose
it cannot be raised in any other way
the country will have to give it to
them. But I do want 10 draw to the
attention of this House the extreme
seriousncss of the precedent which is
about to be set. I would like to see
every possible effort made by the
directors and the authorities In-
terested in this college to obtain this
money in some other way, before they
ask this legislature to guarantee a
loan. It is not because of what I may
term the paltry sum of $80,000 for
which they ask. I would take the same
position were the amount asked for
80,000 cents or $8,000.000. But it places
the Government of the country in the
rosition that whenever at any future
time any particular educational in-
stitution in this country asks for any
guarantee of money, within reason we
are compelled to give it to them. In
other words money will be provided
by this Legislature and obligations
which this country is to incur will be
determined, not by this House, but by
those who have no seais in this As-
sembly. Now if that situation is to
arise, if that is to be the manner in
which the affairs of the country are to




HOUSE OF ASSEMELY PROCEEDINGS 69

to be conducted then I say that it is
most regrettable, and where the pre-
cedent is likely to end it is difficult
for me to say. Now it has been said
here this afternoon this guarantee,
bheing given, there would probably be
applications for further guarantees.
Applications for further guarantees
will probably be made from time to
time, whenever the ideas of the direc-
tors of any particular college or
school happen to be larger than their
pockets. They will go ahead with
their plans and then if they get short
of funds, go to the Government of the
day, and obtain a guarantee for the
balance., And the Members of this
House are in duty bound, in ac-
cordance with the precedent set here
this afternoon, if these resolutions are
passed, to provide that sum, whatever
it may be. Now it strikes me that in
adopting a principle of the kind you
are destroying the very basis of a
British representative Assembly. It
is the absolute and inalienable right
of this House to determine what
money shall be provided for the use
of the Crown. You are destroying the
basis of the existence of this House
of Assembly, and I do ask this after-
noon, (and I am not going to vote
against these resolutions) I do ask
that the Directors of the Church of
England College be asked to make
every possible human effort to secure
this money in some other way, before
we are asked to do what in my opin-
ion is the destruction of the basic
principle of constitutional Govern-
ment in a House of Commons, under
the British Crown. I say it in all seri-
ousness, and with the intention of
voting for these resolutions if they do
finally come to a vote.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—Mr. Speaker: I don't think
that there is any difference of opinion

at all, in this House, on this subject.
I think that there is perhaps one
point that we might as well satisfy
ourselves ugon. Mr, Bradley, follow-
ing the suggestion made by the Lead-
er of the Opposition, has talked about
the fact that tomorrcw you may easily
be asked to help all churches. I do not
make any doubt about my position, I
repeat yes, certainly”. Without any
hesitation at all I would help them
out. But if such conditions should
arise and we are faced with them un-
der our system of Church Government
in this country, then I think that
whatever else we may fall out about, 1
think there is nobody but will agree
that if we have to save any relic at
all of hope for the people it is the idea
of at least being Christianised. Now I
say that quiet as seriously as the
members opposite have been talking.
I do say to-day that here in this coun-
try we are very fortunate that we
have not been asked as a Government
to undertake Church obligations. Per-
haps it is as well that things are run
as they are to keep the Churches go-
ing, than to have the State appealed to.
One of the lucky things in Newfound-
land is that we have not been faced
with the obligations that other coun-
tries have been faced with in that re-
spect. And we are certainly parti-
cularly fortunate in Newfoundland
in a second respect as regards
Educational 1aatters, and that is
that in a country where the people
are allowed to carry on their own sys-
tem of education wunder government
supervision, it is a remarkable thing
that we have not been approached
with anything 1n the way of .. general
character. I say this advisably be-
cause I want to draw attention to the
fact here that although this request
on the face of it appears to be a re-

guest from a particular section of the
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educational life of the comunity, in
real truth it can be met in another
way. In real truth the request that is
before us to-day could quite as easily
have come, in united front, under a
general request from all the various
denominations. It has not come that
way at all. It has come as a candid
admission here, of the people and I
am reminded of this by the remarks
of Mr. Bradley, when he asked that
Trustees of the Church of England
School be asked to try and seek the
money elsewhere. I am satisfied that
they have sought everywhere, and
they cannot raise this money any-
where, And it must be understood that
they are getting the balance under
better terms financially than they
could have got it any other way.

I am sure the Hon. member who
has sat down will appreciate this as
all other Hon. members will also. I
am absolutely satisfied that the Gov-
ernment has not been applied to by the
Church of England authorities on this
matter, This request has been put into
this form merely as a last resort. Now
are we going to have Mahomet’s cof-
fin between Heaven and Earth or are
we going to have educational advan-
cement? Apparently, some members
are alarmed because I remarked that
this may be an introduction to re-
guests. I do not say that it will mean
an introduction on the part of the
Church of England College, but an in-
troduction for other people. 1 trust
that at the next session of the House
we will see other denominations com-
ing along and asking for similar con-
cessions as are being asked for today,
because, after all, it would be an evi-
dence of educational advancement. I
do not think that the House’s control
of Crown moneys is going to be given
away because of granting this reason-
able concession that we are asked to

vote now, nor do I think that away
down in our hearts we can take the
attitude of opposition because these
people are obliged to bring in the
Measure in this form.

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER.—Mr. Speaker; In reply to the
remarks of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Port de
Grave with respect to finding out
whether the Board of Directors had
exhausted all means of raising this
money before approaching us, I would
like to say that that was the very
question we took up with them. We
were not particularly anxious to give
this asegistance and we did not care to
do it. When the Committee came to me
as Prime Minister & Minister of Edu-
cation, I told them definitely that 1
thought that they should first exhaust
every possible means of raising this
money, They said that they had done
that and had found it impossible to
raise any more money and that they
came to us as a last resort. 1 take
much the same views as the Colonial
Secretary. We have got to consider
very carefully before we lend money
for schools of anything else. I think
I spoke very pronouncedly in the
Diocesan Synod on the desirability of
having certain schools amalgamated.
Nevertheless there is one feature ab-
out denominational schools that has
its attraction and that is that the dif-
ferent denominations have built in-
gtitution out of the money that they
raised themselves whereas under the
interdenominational system the coun-
try might be called upon to build
them, The friendly rivalry that ex-

ists to-day among the different deno-
minations is an incentive to getting
Why
in this town to-day there are over a

funds for school buildings, etc.

million dollars put into school build-
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ings by the people themselves, and,
perhaps, for that reason it is better
to have the denominational system
than the inter-denominational system.
As to the question of security, I do
not think there is any need to worry,
the grants will be held to pay the in-
terest charges in case of default. If
that is what is called a precedent, 1
think that any other proposition of
its kind from any other institution
«hould be helped out, provided it can
guarantee its bonds. In the present
instance I feel that there need not be
the slightest concern about the mat-

ter of security.

MR. BRADLEY.—Mr. Speaker: Evi-

dently the question of security is up-
permost in the Prime Minister’s mind.
May I say that it has not given me
the slightest concern. I do not know
nor do I care, whether the Church of

England College pays Dback the
amount or not. The security presum-
ably will be upon the educational

building; what would happen if you
attempted to realize on that security;
would it not hamper that institution?
Supposing that interest or sinking
fund on this debt was not paid by the
Directors of the Church of England
when due. By realizing the security
you immediately make the operation
of the school itself impossible and
there would be a bitter outery and
justifiably c£o, from all over the coun-
try. So that it is clear the question
of security cannot enter into the mat-
ter at all. The only question in my
mind is how far this principle is go-
ing to carry us, because once yvou ad-
mit it there is no drawing back, Once
this guarantee is granted you cannot
deny similar concessions to any other
school in the Island. I say, Sir, that
this course takes out of the hands of

this House its undoubted and inalien-

able and ancient rights. I say, Sir,

that it takes the control of the finan-
cial matters of the Assembly and
places it in the hands of outside par-
ties. For that reason and while I am
going to vote for these Resolutions, 1
would like to see some delay and a
further appeal made by the Directors
of this College to see if in some man-
ner they can raise this money by
bond issue or otherwise.

I can see in the future request after
request of this kind coming in, which
we can’'t refuse, if we agree to this;
and that as I say deprives this House
of Assembly of its greatset privilege
under the British Crown,

MR. W. J. BROWNE.—I have not
had an opportunity to give these Re-
solutions very much consideration,
but I have listened to the remarks of
the honourable gentleman who has
just sat down, and like him, I do not
feel any alarm at ‘the prospect of our
ever being called upon to pay the
amount of money required by the Di-
rectors in this instance. As a mat-
ter of fact this is not the first occa-
sion on which the House has been
called upon to guarantee loans. We
are at present guarantors for many
million dollars; and I don’'t see that
it makes very much difference whe-
ther the guarantee is in connection
with an industrial enterprise or an
educational institution. We have guar-
anteed bonds in connection with the
Corner Brock industry, the hotel,
various docks around the Island;
even in connection with a woolen
mill we have been paying interest for
several years and the industry is not
operating at all. I do feel the Reso-
lutions should specify the property
on which the mortgage is held. That
shouldn't be deputed to anvbody out-
side the House but should be contain-
ed in the Resolutions themselves, and
I feel that there should be a section
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in the Resolutions to secure the
grants of this Colony and provision
in case of default of payment of the
principal. I haven't the least doubt
that the money will be paid; I have
great faith in the people looking for
these concesions but I think as a
matter of security and as a precedent
we should put it there. Mr. Bradley
raised the point that he considered we
would be bound to grant concessions
to every school board looking for them
after this. I don’t agree at all. I think
we can take each application on its
merits. We don’t have to give conces-
sions unless the proposals are sound.
This is a business proposition as far
as I can see. Not only have we the se-
curity of the grants we pay to tue
Church of England College to fall
back on , but we have the moral back-
ing of the people themselves and I
think every one will agree that it is
worth more than the actual money we
pay over to them; but I think we
should have provision for default con-
tained in the Resolutions themselves
so that the same shall be done in the
case of any similar request.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—We don't get a mortgage at
all. The lender gets the mortgage. We
only take his place. The banker looks
after that.

MR. BRADLEY.—I don’t care whe-
ther there is any mortgage or not, any
security or not; I don’t care whether
the money is ever paid back of not;
it doesn’t interest me in the slightest.
Mw contention is this that we are set-
ting up a piecedent which we in actu-
al fact will never be able to avoid in
future.

My learned friend, Mr Browne;
suggested that there was no differ-
ence between a guarantee of this kind
and one for industrial purposes. With

all due respect 1 say that he knows
that is absurd. If the Newfoundland
Government guaranteed bonds for &
knitting mill that was a business pro-
position I presume, and no other knit-
ting mill could come forward and say
“you have given these people conces-
sions and we want the same”! if you
guaranteed the bonds to the NIiid.
Hotel no other institution can come
forward and say that having given
that institution a guarantee we want
the same. If they did it wouldn’t be
considered here. They would have to
produce something better than that
before a House of Assembly would
consider it. But we have a number of
institutions in this country we call
schools whether colleges or otherwise
I suprose there is a school for every
Board and there are hundreds of
Boards around the couniry., Every one
undoubtedly will bear in mind the
Church of England plan of today, and
if every one who wants a new school
or a better school or wants better
conditions than existing ones we have
to proviae the money and in accord-
ance with their estimates, nor ours.
There is a vast difference between
the guarantee of a loan to an indus-
trial enterprisge such as a loan to the
Nfld. Hotel, the  Knitting mills
or the Power and Paper Company,
and a guarantee to schools around the
Colony. We have peculiar conditions
existing in connection with our edu-
cational system. In the first place it
is denominational and as each Mem-
ber of this Committee knows our edu-
cational grants are divided per
capita and each denomination is en-
titled to its pro rata share, and if the
Church of England, Roman Catholic,

United Church or Salvation Army or

any other denomination gets a dollar
every other denomination is entitled
to its proportionate amount in ac-



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 3

cordance with its numbers; if we set
this preccdent that we are prepared
to guarantee amounts which are re-
quested and which are recommended
by Boards as amounts which they
will require, then we do not know
where it will end. No Member of this
Committee at this moment can anti-
cipate what any particular Board in
any particular section or of any par-
ticular denomination is likely to ask
at any given amount, and how is it
possible, if that be so, for us to an-
ticipate what the aggregate of the
amounts we will be asked for is like-
lyv to be. It is not a question of con-
sidering these matters upon their
merits at all. As I said before I don't
proposc to go into the merits of this
question; whether the college needs
money or not; neither do I care a rap
whether there is security sufficient to
cover in case of having to foreclose;
neither do I care if they ever pay the
money back; what I do object to is the
setting of a precedent, morally and
actually, if not legally, involving
our acceding to any requesc of this
kind that comes to the House for
money which in the opinion of a
school Board is required to complete
some undertaking in connection with
educational institutions which per-
haps they have undertaken inadvised-
ly which perhaps they have begun
knowing full well that if they couldn’t
complete the undertaking the House
of Assembly would have to do it for
them, 'That is my objection. I am
going to vote for these Resolutions if
they come to a vote but again I say
that this particular institution should
make every possible effort to devise
other means before asking us to de-
part from the basic principle of the
British Constitution.

MR. HALFYARD.—I do not intend,
Mr Chairman, to delay for any great

length, the reading of these Resolu-
tions.

The debate so far has been very in-
teresting and I was particularly in-

 terested in the remarks made by the

Hon. Minister of Justice and the at-
titude that he took.

I wish to goodness he had been so
enthusiastic about granting the Gov-
ernment money for the advance of
education when we were considering
the placing of seven or eight instruc-
tors in the outports to try and give
the poor teachers an opportunity of
learning how to teach properly.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I was equally so then.

MR, HALFYARD.—I could turn

up Hansard.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Turn it up.

MR. HALFYARD.—I could turn up
Hansard and show you that it was
chiefly on your account and Yyour
speeches, conversations and attitude
that caused the Government of that
day to withdraw the bill that was be-
ing brought in with regard to sending
these inspectors to the various out-
ports.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I didn’t think that I could run the
Government; you do me too much
honour and I thank you for the com-
pliment. '

MR. HALFYARD.—The Govern-
ment of that day was known as the
“obstruction Government”.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
The Government.

MR. HALFYARD.—The Opposition
I mean,
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HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
They were a great old crowd.

MR. HALFYARD.—The same old
crowd that is on this side of the
House. I am glad that the Minister of
Justice considers that the Government
educational grants should be in-
creased and that he is willing to hand
out the Government money to encour-
age the building of schools,

We should be more united in our
educational system and in our Chur-
ches. I wouldn’t be a bit put out if
some of them were closed up.

We are not united enough. We
should be in the one fold together un-
der the one shepherd. But I suppose
we cannot help that it was orly an ac-
cident of birth that placed us where
we are.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—

We are not half as divided as we pre-
tend.

MR. HALFYARD.—Probably we are
not, still in Church and educational
matters we are cut in half. Instead of
being cut in half we should have one
big school undenominational, without
being impoced upon for the building
of educaional institutions.

The Prime Minister in speaking on
this subject tried to convey the idea
that he felt that where there was in-
terdenominational education less ef-
fort would be made on the part of the
supporters of the school in providing
schools for themselves and that they
would apnly to the Government more
readily. By all coming together I be-
lieve that they would agree among
themselves {o work a great deal hard-
er and put their hands deeper
their nockets.

The Prime Minister may be correct
in his idea; T may be right in mine.

into

I am not one with him with regard
to interdenomirational education. I am
very sorry that we have mnot got in-
terdenominational schools and work-
ed as one unit. If we were one, pos-
sibly one school could be erccted
gso that the Church of England and
United Church educational efforts
could be amalgamated and we could
have one large educational building
and smaller schools built to take the
grades of the small children in the
East, West and so on.

I am sure that I am delighted to
find that the Honourable Minister of
Justice is wiling to grant anything for
education and when the estimates are
brought forward, I do trust that he
will use every effort with the Execu-
tive Government to increase the edu-
cational vote. If we have to borrow
money, let us borrow it and provide
sufficient money so that insolated
places in this country could get
schools and have teachers properly
trained and every place in the out-
ports provided with school facilities
so that the parents will not have the
opportunity to say that they did not
have the chance to send their child-
ren to school.

This is election year and vou would
think that the Hon. Minister of Jus-
tice was on the stump.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
I can explain my attitude but I
don't understand certain members
who say that they don’t like the reso-
lutions but they are going to vote for
them.

MR. HALFYARD.—I don’t believe
at the bottom of yvour heart that vou
like these resolutions, yet you are go-
ing to vote for them.

HON. MINISTER OF JUSTICE.—
Yes I do, T love them.
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MR. HALFYARD.—I do not like the
position ot things when the condition
ig such that we have to guarantee
money to erect a gchool, even if that
position is the result of hard times.
well as it is, we cannot help it now
that they are building the school but
it is the principle of the thing, as Mr.
Bradley has already said, that I ob-

ject to.

we would all like to vote for it for
many reasons but it is establishing a
precedent and that is the objection,

MR. ASHBOURNE.—Mr Chairman;
I am a firm believer in Education, but
on the other hand, we cannot but re-
alize that you are here creating a pre-
cedent,

The thought has occured to me and
I would like to ask the Prime Minis-
ter whether or not the Directors of
the college would be justified in pled-
ging, as security, in order to raise this
money the annual grant that they re-
ceive from the Government and
whether they would be within their
right. I take it that the Government
today is accepting that as some sort
of security. Possibly the Directers
would be able to manage to raise a
loan if it was found that they conld
honourably pledge these Government
grants as security. Probably they
could float a bond, perhaps at a little
higher rate of interest, if there was
good security given such as the secu-
rity of the annual grants derived from
the Government, I thought that it
was advisable to bring this to the at-
tention of the Prime Minister as pos-
sibly it might be a way out.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Chairman; I would say no. I dont
think that any company that places
money on bonds will want to do so
for a security of tnat kind.

TN

They will take property and pro-
bably the bonds issued will be met.

The Eastern Trust Company have
lent $120,000 on security of the build-
ing, They have to pay that $120,000
back again in gomething under three
years and the $80,000 worth of bonds
to be paid up under another period of
five years from date. They will lend
money on that and the bond issue will
probably be hypothecated for the pro-
perty of the Church of England people
but as to the grants that you men-
tioned as coming from the Govern-
ment I think that they would not be
inclined over a period of years on a
bond issue to give any consideration
thereto.

MR. W.J. BROWNE.—Mr, Chairman;
if the interest was to be placed at 6
per cent I think that there would be
a number of investors interested

when the bonds were guaranteed by
the Government at 6 per cent., The

Government bonds are only paying in-
terest at the rate of 5 per cent.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
There is nothing compulsory about
the 6 per cent.

If they can borrow it at 5 per cent
they will do so.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
The Chairman from the Com-
mittee reported that they had consid-
ered the matter to them referred, had
passed the said Resolutions, with
some amendment, and recommended
the introduction of a Bill to give ef-
fect to the same.

On. motion this Report was receive.l
and adopted and the Bill entitled “An
Act to provide for the guartnteeing of
a Loan of the Church of England
College” was read a first time, and it
was ordered that the said Bill be read
a second time on to-morrow.
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It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-
til Monday afternoon next, the 7th, in-
stant at three of the clock.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

MONDAY May 7th 1928

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon pursuant to adjourn-

ment.

Petitions were presented by:

Mr Brown from Botwood Re Road.

Mr Brown from Sunday Cove Island
Re Road.

Mr Brown from Beaumont North Re
Road,

Mr, Grimes gave notice of guestion.
Mr. L.ake gave notice of question.
Mr. Godden gave notice of question.

Pursuant to notice and leave grant-
ed, and on motion of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, the Bill entitled
“An Act to amend Chapter 169 of the
Consolidated Statutes (3rd Series) en-
titled ‘Of Certificates of Masters and
Mates’ “was introduced and read a
first time, and it was ordered that the

said Bill be read a second time on to-
morrow,

ADDRESS IN REPLY.

MR BRADLEY.—Mr, Speaker; We
have arrived at the last hours of a dy-
ing Assembly and simply by the efflux
of time will this Assembly expire on
or about July 9th next. That Assembly
is dying a natural death; it should

have been executed years ago, for, if

ever there was an Assembly in the
history of the Colony of Newfoundland
which failed to measure up, it is that
Acsembly composed of those of us
here this afternoon. I suppose it is pos-

sible that posterity may hereafter
hear of our death. Let us hope that
they will not be too curious for it is
impossible that we can hope that they
would apply to our record the admo-
nition De Mortis——and yet it is only
by the utmost stretch of imagination
that we can entertain the idea that
will apply to us half that admonition
De Mortis——. We have sat here now
for four sessions and this is the fifth.
We have accomplished little that can
be regarded as of benefit to those
who sent us here. In course of our
careers we might have tried to do
something to take this country out of
the chaotic condition in which she
was landed after the late War. I re-
peat that the most we can hope for is
that a censorious publie, a public
which is rightly cencsorious, will
throw over us the mantle of charity
and let us die and be buried for ever.

But the curtain now rises on the
first scene of the last act and I have
before me here a Speech from the
Throne. Past experience permits us to
hope for very little and we can only
pray for a minimum of evil. The
first paragraph in the Speech can be
dismissed with little or no discussion
because it”is the usual empty intro-
duction which contains nothing more
than a mere polite phrase; but the
second paragraph in the Speech is a
misrepresentation of fact and demands
some notice. It says. “I congratulate
you upon the marked progress the
country has made during the Legis-
lative term now ending, and especi-
ally upon the advancement during
the present year”. One could spend all
‘oday and tomorrow and the day after
discussing that incorrect statement,
but it does not appear to me to be
worth while in our dying hours to
spend much time here discussing the
past, and I only make reference to it
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for the purpose of drawing the atten-
tion of hon, members to the fact that
true to their instincts the Government
is trying to bluff us to the end.
Paragraph (3) in the Speeclh gays “The
prosecution of our fisheries during
1927 resulted in Dbetter returns to
many of those directly engaged, ete.,”
Why, Sir I marvel that the present ad-
ministration has the temerity to men-
tion fisheries in this House, That
statement they made is so grossly
misleading as to be a reflection on
their own intelligence even to imagine
that we could posibly believe them.
That statement in the Speech is one
of those half truths which is a lie. It
is quite possible that many people
made profits out of the fisheries last
yvear, but in what way were those pro-
fits made and who are the people who
made those profits? Not the fisher-
men. Then again we are told that
“shore fish sold at remunerative prices
and stocks remaining over are smal-
ler than for many years past, thus
creating a healthy market condition
for future operat.ion”. Again the Gov-
ernment are looking into the clouds,
but I want to pull them to earth for a
moment and ask them what profit the
Labrador fishermen got when they
were paid only $3.60 and $3.80 a quin-
tal for their fish. I happen to repre-
sent about one-half of the stationary
fishermen on the Labrador coast and
I know what I am talking about. Fully
half of those Labrador fishermen last
year did not square their accounts
after their summer’s work and I know
that several of them had fish on their
hands all last winter and could not
dispose of it at any price. Yet the
statement is brought here that the
condition in connection with the.Lab-
rador fishery is improving in order

to induce us to telieve that, whereas
L brador fishery conditions are get-

ting worse every day. The fourth par-
agraph in the Speech deals with the
Sealfishery and tells us that, “The
Sealfishery just concluding will show
a larger catch than the previous year
and the increased demand for Seal-
skins has permitted the payment of
higher prices with proportionate bene-
fit to those engaged in this hazardous
industry”. Is it the ordinary sealer
who got the benefit out of the increas-
ed price paid for sealskins or is it the
steamer owner? 1 have been given to
understand that exceptionally high
prices were paid for sealskins this
year, but I have yet to learn that any
proportionate benefit went to the ordi-
nary sealer. The profits this year will
go to the owners of the ships and not
to the men who were half fed as well
as half paid at the sealfishery this
Spring. There is an Act on the Sta-
tute Book which provides that the
men shall be given certain and speci-
fic food throughout the voyage. I am
prepared to make the statement here
now that one of my constituents who
was at the sealfishery did not have
half the food of what the Act requires
during the last few weeks of the voy-
age. Yet we are supposed to have In-
epectors on all ships to see that the
proper amount and kind of food is put
on all shirsg. But it is like the Cigar-
ette Law, the law is more honoured in
the breach than in the observance.
Then we are told in the fifth para-
graph that “The Pulp and Paper in-
dustry showed an expansion and the
activities in connection with our min-
eral wealth give promise of marked
development”., Well I suppose we will
have to admit that is so on the face of
it. There may be marked development.
I understand there is slightly more

paper being produaced at Corner
Brook than there was twelve month’s

azo; but I und rstand that there is no
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marked development going on now at
Buchans Mine, and, if there is, .t is
not being carried on in the interest ot
the working man of this Colony be-
cause there is no provision made Dby
which the condition of the working-
man at Buchans Mine is improved.
Surely it will not be seriously con-
tended that the condition of the work-
ingman is improved by paying him
twenty-five cents an hour. There is a
paragraph in the Speech which refers
to efforts being made or about to be
made by the Government to look
after the interest of the miners at Bell
Island by inducing the Company to let
them in on a profit sharing basis. May
I suggest that it may possibly be to the
credit of the Government if a similar
attempt is made for the benefit of the
labouring man at Corner Brook and
Buchanas Mine, instead of as last year
giving all our securities away in the
first place and giving everything else
that was left away in the second place.
But, Sir, the expansion and the activi-
ties at Corner Brook and at Buchans
Mine do not show any indication of
any improved condition for the ordin-
ary working man of this country. I
have no doubt that there will be ex-
pansion and development take place
at Corner Brook and at Buchans Mine,
but I will hazard the opinion that that
expansion and that development will
be in the interest of and for the bene-
fit of the International Paper Com-
pany and the American Smelters of the

United States,

The sixth paragraph tells us that
“The legislation enacted at last ses-
sion, rendering it possible for new in-
terests to acquire the paper-making
enterprise at Corner Brook, resulted in
the transfer of the property to other
ownership early in the present year,
and the new proprietors are taking
the initial steps towards the advances

therein conteraplated”. That is some-
ching we knew nine month's ago, un-
tortunately. “The new proprietors”.
What does that mean? It is what an
old Professor of mine used to term
“dodging the devil around the stump.”
This paragraph ends by saying “On
the other hand the Act designed to
facilitate the construction of a mill in
the Gander Valley has not been
brought into operation, though it is
possible that this step may be taken
at a later date. It is very desirable
that a mill be established there, and
the owners of the property are hope-
ful about bringing about this result.”
The Government was warned last
summer that ‘here would not be any
mill erected on the Gander and when
the Gander Resolutions were going
through I told the Government point
blank that there never was any inten-
tion on the part of the International
Paper Company to put a mill there
and you will never see one there, That
paragraph is nothing but the vague
meanderings of the minds of those
men who recklessly threw away our
resources last year.

The seventh paragraph in the
Speech tells of the visit of the Empire
Mining and Metallurgical Congress
and of a proposed visit of the Ameri-
can Institute of Mining Engineers
here in September next. I hope they
will have good weather when they
come and I hope the fishing they will
have will be outside the waters of the
Newfoundland revenue,

Paragraph eight tells wus that
we are to have new measures for the
purpose of bringing our mining laws
into conformity with the trend of simi-
lar legislation in other parts of the
Empire. I suppose we are going to
have copies of some more Canadian
acts, It appears we are not capablz in
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this colony of making laws of our own.
It is not possible to meet chapging con-
ditions as they arise with ideas of our
own but we must run to our neighbor
Canada and copy their legislation.
That has been the history of the legis-
lation of the Monrce Administration,
continuval copying of Canadian acts,
many of which, as 1 can speak from
experience, do not work in this Col-
ony. The ninth paragraph 1 have al-
ready mentioned. It refers to an at-
tempt of the Government to make an
arrangement with the owners of the
Bell Izland Mine whereby the miners
will share in the profits. I dismiss that
Sir, with this statement that unless
more gability is aisplayed in connec-
tion with that than there has been dis-
played by the Government in dealing
with corporations previously then the
workers on Bell Island have little to
o e for from their endeavours.

Paragraph ten is of course the us-
ual request for money, what is called
“the customary provision.” 1 don’t
know what that phrase means. I have
never seen the same provisions twice,
and on the occasions that I have been
present when the Estimates were pas-
sed by this Government, the Estimates
have always increased in amount.
Next they tell us that tlie Government
was able to negotiate the loan autho-
rized at the last sesion on better terms
than late issues, a fact which indicates
the high credit enjoyed by the Colony
in the financial world. It appears
their latest efforts have been success-
ful in geting more money to squander
out of this loan than any other. Ap
parently the Bank of Montreal didn’t
get any slice in 24 hours like they dia
on the previous loan.

Paragraph twelve deals with the
1918 loan and tells us nothing that we
have not known for years. It has to be
retired in 1928. They tell us that a

Loan Bill slightly in excess of $7,500,
000 will be submitted to cover this.
Why don’t they give the excess.

Paragraph thirtcen tells us that we
are going to have a small deficit, a
small deficit, I suppose they mean a
smaller deficit of one million, a. mere
row of beans, doesn't amount to any-
thing in a large wealthy and populous
country like Newfoundland, a mere
row of beans,

Paragraph fourteen deals with the
Railway, and they tell us that we are
within $300,000 of the expenditure.
Sir, judging from their dealing with
the various matters mentioned in the
various paragraphs of this Speech
from the Throne, the very cursory in-
formation telling us about this parti-
cular deficit and the casual manner in
which it is dismissed leaves room for
some suspicion that there is something
else behind it. What it is we don’t
know, but possibly before this House
closes for the last time we will be in
possession of information I wonder
in view of the fact that the diversion
of the line will in all probability bene-
fit that industry, will the Government
sugzest that those particular interests
should in any way contribute to the
cost of that Railroad, I wonder?

The next paragraph tells us that the
Bills respecting various matters have
been prepared by the Departments
concerned and will be submitted to us.
I wonder what that means! I have a
recollection last vear that there was a
proposal in the Speech from the
Throne to reintroduce the Income
Tax. This House was in session prac-
tically four months but this Income
Tax did not materialize because the
Government were not able to put it
through and knew perfectly well that
the moment that Bill was introduced
that their majority in the House was
gone. Is it because some of that legis-
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lation covered up in that particular
way may cause further defections

from the party and they want to find
out where they are that they refuse
to tell us what these Bills are?

The next paragraph tells us that
there is to be a general election. Sir,
the country heaves a sigh of relief
and says thank God. If any self gov-
ering country was ever sgick of con-
ditions, ever sick of methods of gov-
ernment existing, ever sick of the ad-
ministration which controls its af-
fairs, it is this country of Newfound-
land today. So, again, I say, the coun-
try says ‘“thank God.” The document
ends with a prayer to the Almighty
that “He may guide your counsels and
endeavours for the promotion of the
true interests of the country.” We fer-
vently echo that prayer, for during
the past four years, this country has
had no one to care for its interests
except that Gieat Ruler of the uni-
verse, for government in the country
we have not had. Now, before I sit
down and I am not going to detain
you much longer, I want to say that
this Speech from the Throne fore-
shadows nothing whatsoever, con-
tains nothing, not one tittle of any-
thing that can ever materialize or be
of any benefit to the country. It shows
the Government has no policy except
the policy of hanging on like leeches
to the last minute. No attempt was
made to do anything in the country
since last year and yet they told us
they did as well as anybody else could
do. My learned and honourable friend,
Mr. Browne and Mr Power, made ex-
cellent but abortive speeches here a
couple of days ago in efforts to apolo-
gize for that they had so wretchedly
failed to measure up, a failure never
equalled in the history of the country.
Mr. Browne, I think, did sing the song
of honesty, a courageous effort and

an able one in view of the circumstan-
ces, but his natural honesty rendered
his voice hollow, and nothing reached
his hearers but a howl, and the Prime
Minister with a look of pitiable concern
and in the softest and humblest of ac-
cents, requested that his Manifeesto
be not again held aloft before him. I
can sympathize with the Prime Min-
ister under circumstances, but when 1
realize that the evils that have come
on him are the result of his own faith-
lessness to the country, my sympathy
is swallowed up in indignation for
the people he betrayed. The Prime
Minister and his associates, politically
speaking, have sold themselves to the
devil and they must accept the devil's
pay, and it appears that those of ex-
alted station in this Heouse and in the
councils of this Colony do not exclude
the exercise under stress of affairs
and political expediency of a sound
and vigorous mendacity, Now, Sir,

with the view of giving these gentle-
men a few facts which perhiaps they
might consicder, and perhaps wculd
change the burden of their song, 1
propose to relate to the Government
minstrels some of the instances of
honesty of this administration. Accora-
ing to them there never was £0 honest
a Government; there never was so
straightforward a Government; there
never was so capable a Government;
never S0 paternal a Government;
never a Government that looked so
much to the interests of the people
which it ruled as the present Monroe
administration. Now let us examine
that honesty for a moment. The first
matter I want to draw to the attention
of Honourable Members of the House
is the attidude of the Prime Minister
in connection with sessions of this
Legislature. He was very strongly op-
posed to late sessions, very strongly
opposed, and waile his majority in the
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House was considerable he opened the
TL.egislature, in tne first year, on the
18th of Feb., and in the second, on the
third day of March, but when you
came down to the House a year ago,
it was not on the third day of March
but the 11th day of May.

I have heard a great deal here about
the interference with trade, of an elec-
tion, and that sort of thing. That it
is moct injurious to the best interests
of the country for any political tur-
moil to take place, and at that time of
the year when we begin our indus-
trial activities, you did not think that
the 11th day of May was the wrong
time.

You believed it in 1924, 1925 and
1926. Why the change of heart in 1927
and 1928? I will tell you. It was be-
cause the Prime Minister was not in a
position to open the House because of
his majority. '

In 1927 he made an endeavour to in-
crease that majority and on the 17th
day of April, I think it was, he got a
vote of want of confidence from one of
the biggest districts in the country.

Nevertheless the Government came
in here and brought no legislation
that was of any advantage to the col-
ony. They claimed that the Govern-
ment could do nothing because its
majority was not big enough, and re-
fused to go to the country last {fall
and ask the electorate to put a strong
Government here that could do so.

The same Government, was strongly
in favour of retrenchment.

But what did they give us? They
have added to the burden of the Col-
ony the sum of $26,000,000 more to
our national debt. A record not equal-
led by any previous administration.

The fisheries was also one of the
burdens of their song.

We were told that the fisheries
were to be encouraged.

This administration regarded the
fisheries as the main-stay of the Col-
ony, and not a single copper was
spent during their four years of office
to encourage fisheries but $2,000,000
was spent that will always be a bur-
den for the people end another two
and a quarter millions on high roads
that will also be a continous burden.
The Monroe Administration did no.h-
ing to encourage the fisheries of the
colony,

I come now to the manner in which
the honest Government dealt with the
District of St. John’s East. That seat
became vacant in 1925, and according
to the Election Act it should have
been filled within six month’s, but the
Government Jerry-mandered with it
two years and it was only at the point
of the bayonet that they were finally
driven to open the seat, and when it
was opened the people gave them the
answer.

I assume, Mr. Speaker, that any
Government that controlls the destin-
ies of a country should look after the
interests of that country primarily
and not worry about outsiders. It is
shown by the concessions that were
given to capitalist concerns by the
present Administration, that the best
interests of the colony were not con-
sidered.

An agreement was made here last
year with the International Paper
Company for ithe handing over of the
complete interest in Corner Brook.

For that concern this country was
liable in the sum of $10,000,000 and
held a second mortgage on the assets.
To-day we are in the position of third
mortgagees,$15,000,000 more stepping
ahead of us and all that done without
proper investigation. On the floors of
this Assembly last yvear I asked the
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Government to have a proper audit
made of the affairs of the Internation-
al Paper Company. That was refused
and the Government went ahead bas-
ing their actions upon the reports
handed to them by others,

We were given to understand that
it was a defunct concern. That there
were no assets that could possibly be
taken to cover our interests and that
unless the people of the International
Paper Company came that it would go
into liquidation and we would be cal-
led upon for $10,000,000.

Still according to the International
Paper Company, they have made
$2,173,000 profit since they took over
that dyving bankrupt concern that we
were glad to get rid of.

One would not mind if at the same
time concesssions, remission of duty,
remission of royalty and authority to
export pulp to other countries and
bring in all sorts of goods free of
duty, were not given to the same con-
cern.

Earlier in the session they also in-
troduced a Bill dealing with Buchan’s
mine. We were under no obligation
in connection with Buchan’s mine.
The mineral was there. It was known
to be there, Those who owned those
areas admitted quite frankly that they
had in view some two hundred mil-
lion dollars worth of ore.

Why were they not told to go on
and operate their claims if they want-
ed to. But no, they came to this
House and demanded concessions and
had concessions given them for prac-
tically everything under the sun for
a period of twenty years.

The DMinister of Agriculture and
Mines stood up there and with tears
in his eyes told us that if these gen-
tlemen did not get concessions they
would run away and we would not

get the labour.

Mr. Speaker, we are too easily
bluffed in this country. All that the
Buchan's mining interests had to do
was to tell us that they would run
away and we swallowed it and gave
them any concessions that they want-
ed.

When it was asked in the House
last year that they let us have a list
of all the concessions they wanted
given in full they stated that they
would not give it to us, that we were
to put the Bill through and they
would give us nothing.

They are getting all kinds of con-
cessions from the country and are
paying nothing into the revenue of
this Colony. And we have to sup-
port post office, court house, build
roads, ete., in this settlement, and our
working men get 25c. an hour which
is just sufficient to keep body and
soul together, just making money for
the Guggenheims and others.

The attitude of the Government on
the question of taxation is also an

_interesting one.

One can understand the reduction
of taxes which are to be of some
benefit to the people, but just how
the reduction of the Bank tax is go-
ing to benefit the people of this coun-
try is beyond me to understand.

That is what happened. The bank-
ers of this Colony were relieved of
the burden of some thousands of
dollars, which is of no benefit to the
country. The Income Tax was also
deleted. The fairest tax known to
public finance to-day.

I say that, Mr. Speaker, without
fear of contradiction, that the Income
Tax is the fairest known to public
finance to-day, That was removed,
not in the interests of the peopnle of
the country, the working men, but in
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the interests of those who could well
afford to pay. These burdens were
removed and placed on the shoulders
of those who carried them ever since
the Monroe administration failed to
live up to their promises made ip
1924.

The Profits Tax was also removed.
A tax equally fair as the Income
Tax. What could be fairer than to
ask a man to return to the country in
proportion to the profits that he has
made. What is fairer than to return
a part of what he makes out the trade
of the Colony?

These are a few facts which I sug-
gest for the consideration of the Gov-
ernment members and if, Mr. Speak-
er, they have not diseased materially
and will still look facts in the face I
am satisfied that an examination of
these facts will firmly dispel any idea
as to the honesty of the Monroe Ad-
ministration for ever. Honest ad-
ministration! That is to acquire a
reputation for honesty by singing
loudly and that is the greatest piece
of political petty larceny that was
ever attempted in this Colony,

Now dealing for a moment with the
subject of a spring election, which has
been brought into debate.

I would say this that there are fig-
ures there that prove that you dis-
franchise more by a fall than a spring
election. If you will look at the fig-
ures of 1909 and 1922 vyou will see
that two thousand votes more in the
spring than in the fall. So far as the
interference with the workingman is
concerned, I have to say this that it
does not make a bit of difference
whether there is an election or not.
He goes on with his work.

I am speaking from experience now,
I have fought two spring elections.

Now from the standpoint of trade,
it has been suggested that a spring
election is disasterous. In what way?
In what way, I ask. We have never yet
had a satisfactory explanation why
this statement has been made, and it
has been made often but there has
never yet been an explanation of why
that election would interfere with the
trade of the Colony.

It cannot be on the score of tariff
because no sane administration would
ever interfere with the tariff once the
vear’'s operation had begun, It cannot
be that the merchants themselves will
not import the goods to prosecute the
industries by reason of the fact that
they fear a general election, Before
that election is known, they have al-
ready ordered their stocks for the
coming yvear, and once they have or-
dered them and they come to this
country they have to go into con-
sumption. My learned friend, Mr.
Browne, quoted the resolution of 1861
in support of his contention that a
spring election is detrimental to the
best interests of the colony. The only
answer that I have to that is, that
that resolution was passed by a House
of Assembly composed chiefly of mer-
chants, and this resolution was passed
in the interests of the merchants clas-
ses, they were not thinking of the in-
terests of the colony. They were think-
ing of their own interests. As regards
his argument that an election this
spring is unnecessary, and by the way
I would like to point out to the Hon.
Member that his support of the party
that brought on that election in 19523.
He tells us that the Government ought
to carry on, that there is justification
for their carrying on with the minori-
ty in the House, and he cites as an il-
lustration the case of the Younger
Pitt and Ramsay MacDonald, I can

give him two equally illustrous names
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Sir Robert Peel and Disraeli, but
neither of these gentlemen ever car-
ried on with no House at all, and that
is the position that you will find your-~
selves in on the ninth of July.

MR. BROWNE.—Sir Edward Morris
did that in 1913,

MR. BRADLEY.—He did nothing of
the kind in 1913. This House dies on
or about the ninth of July, and we are
told that Mr. Monroe intends to re-
sign. When he resigns his adminis-
tration must be formed responsible to
nobody, for there is no House for them
to be responsible to. They represent
nobody, because they are not at
the wish of the people, and the result
is that we will have this country gov-
erned for a peroid of two or four
months on a Crown Colony basis, and
that in a country which the Prime
Minister told us has equal status
with the British Isles to-day. We are
an independent nation within the Em-
pire and we are to be governed for
three or four months as a Crown Col-
ony, Should any crisis arise there is
no House of Assembly to call together
and these nine or ten irresponsibles
are there to do as they please. I say,
Sir, that this House should have been
dissolved long ago, twelve months
ago. Mr. Monroe told us that he
could not put through the legislation
that he would have liked to put
through . I presume that we are just-
ified in interpreting that statement to
mean this, that he could not put
through that Legislation which he
thought had to be put through in the
interests of the country. If that was the
situation, and legislation was needed
which he could not put into effect, then
if there was a spark of honesty left in
him he had no business to stand in the
light of this country. He should have
gone back to the country to give the
people an opportunity to put a govern-

ment in here that could put through
that legislation which he was not able
to do. He qualifies that statement im-
mediately by saying, that no man
could do better than they have done.
What smuck self-complacency. If self-
complacency were a virtue, then the
Prime Minister is abundantly endow-
ed, and we are now about to lose the
services of these gentlemen, Mr. Mon-
roe ard his Government, the ablest
and most upright administration pro-
curable in Newfoundland to-day., Gent-
lemen if you have tears to shed pre-
pare to shed them now. He tells us in
another paragraph that he could not
have been ready last fall, why ever
not. Did he try to get ready for an
election last fall knowing the condi-
tions as he did know them last May.
Did he make any effort to prepare for
an election last fall? I am afraid sir
that out of his own mouth he stands
condemmned. In view of the fact that he
told us that he had a contract for four
vears and intended to carry it out, it
is reasonable for us to believe that he
never even contemplated, much less
tried to bring about an election in the
fall of 1927. The real truth of the mat-
ter is that he had no intention of
bringing about an election in 1927,
either in the spring or the fall, and
that he had no intention of having an
election in the spring of 1928.

The only idea of himself and his ad-
ministration was, to carry on to the
last minute, to hold on to place and
power until it was taken out of his
hands by law or by the people of the
country, and during his whole regime
of office the same situation has ob-
tained. He has piled taxes upon the
working people to the breaking point;
he has strangled the main industry of
the country, and he has relieved his
wealthy friends of those burdens
which they carried before. And to-day
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we are faced with a situation in this
country that is unprecedented in her
history.

In spite of the fact that Mr. Monroe
knew the conditions in this country
when he came into power four years
ago, in spite of the fact that he then
believed that conditions were bad and
would need the most careful manage-
ment to bring order out of chaos, he
drove the old ship in the teeth of a
gale of depression, under the pressure
of every square inch of canvas that he
could find in the sail-locker of ex-
travagance and reckless expenditure
and now that old ship lies on a heav-
ing ocean of dismay and uncertainty,
and the captain is afraid to face his
owners. He announces that he is re-
tiring from politics. In the words of
Calvin Coolidge, “he does not choose
to run again”. Why not, sir. Surely if
he has manged the affairs of the old
ship, and conducted her voyage as he
ought to have done, he should be de-
lighted to go back to the electors and
receive from them the plaudit “well
done my good and faithful servant”,.
What is it that drives him back to the
public life to-day, is it conscience?
The most powerful, the most convine-
ing, the most conclusive, I may say of
all. It is conscience, Sir, that makes
cowards of us all.

CAPT. RANDELL.—Mr Speaker; I
would like to have a word to-day on
this document known &s the Speech
from the Throne. I may say that I have
listened with rapt attention to the
Hon. gentlemen that proposed and
seconded the Address in reply, and I
have to congratulate the honourable
member for St. John’s West on his ef-
forts, in bolstering up the cause of the
Government, and making a very good,
presentable address out of very poor
material, and I also want to con-
gratulate the honourable member for

St. George’s. He also gave us some
food for thought, in connection with
his seconding the motion. The honour-
able member for St. John’s West in
the course of his remarks made re-
ference to the maladministration of a
former Government. I should like to
know how he defines the term mal-
administration. He has boosted the
government of which he is a member,
and claims perhaps not in the words
that I am going to use, that they have
done the best that possibly could have
been done by any group of men during
the term of their office. As I said I
was very much struck with and rath-
er resented his using the term “mal-
administration”, What is “maladmin-
istration”? I hold sir, that any gov-
ernment or any party representing
any constituency or any country that
takes control of government affairs and
spends money like the present govern-
ment has done since it came into of-
fice, without very much to show for
what they have spent, are guilty sir,
of mal-administration, Since the pre-
sent government came into power they
have borrowed large amounts of mon-
ey. Some of the money that was bor-
rowed was spent possibly in a way
that they can rightly claim that they
have something to show for it. They
built a dock which cost two million.
They built some tourist roads, and we
do not know what they cost or what
they are going to cost this country, be-
cause the upkeep is going to be such
that it is questionable whether am-
nngst other things the country in go-
ing to find the money to do it. They
re-railed a section of the railway,
they built the Caribou, 1 cannot say
that I can congratulate them on the
money that they spent on the Caribou.
Possibly they may have got value for

what they spent on the dock, but
when we come to look for returns,



86 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

what are we going to get in return
for the money we spent there. It may
be claimed that it is necessary to Lave
such a dock in this country. We will
leave that anyway. But with all that
expenditure amounting to some six or
seven million dollars, and we have
absolutely rnothing to show for it.
That money is lent to us and we have
to foot the bill and find the interest
on it.

And I claim, Sir, that that is mal-
administration, for any government
that comes into the House borrows
money and spends it recklessly
and at the termination of its of-
fice has nothing to show for what it
spent is guilty of maladministration.
I have listened with a great deal of
interest to the member foer Port de

Grave and his reference to Buchans
Mine. He said in effect that there was

no need of having enacted any legis-
lation for Buchans Mine and I hearti-
ly agree with him. People would even-
tually come into the country to work
Buchans Mine, in spite of the legis-
lation that the Government brought
in giving that concern such tremend-
ous concessions, I took the trouble to
get some information since this House
last met in reference to Buchans
Mine and the figures I got in respect
to the quantity of ore that is there are
stupendous, 1in fact almost unbe-
lievable., A gentleman who is a first
class mining engineer told me that
there are in that area one hundred
and fifty million tons of ore in one
mass. He gave me the figures in con-
nection with the working of that ore
and he claims that it is if not the fin-

est easily the second of its kind in the
world. Still the Newfoundlanders
working there are not getting a living
wage. The Company that is operating
the Buchans Mine -and that got such
huge concessions from this Govern-

ment of ours will not import labour
into the country for the simple reason
that they cannot get outside labourers
to come in and work for as small a
rate of pay as they are getting our
reople to work for, And so I claim
that all the legislation we had here
last year in connection with Buchans
Mine is futile and all the encourage-
ment and concessions that were hand-
ed out to this Company amounted to a
free gift. Take the Gander deal which
was dealt with so effectively this af-
ternoon by the member for Port de
Grave. There is one thing in connection
with that Corner Brook enterprise
that is agitating the minds of a great
many people of this country and that
is the question of interest, which we
are not going to find easy to get, and
I consider that, with the outcome far
in the distance and so uncertain, it is
gambling with the future of this
country for the Government to pass
such legislation. Originally we were
up against ten millions of dollars
there and now we are going to be up
against five millions more.

Just a word with regard to a Spring
election. I do not know that I am in
favor of a Spring election any more
than I am in favor of a Fall election.
At all events we will be faced with the
position of having no Government af-
ter July 9th when the term of office
of the present Government automati-
cally expires. It is claimed by mem-
bers of the Government Party that the
Spring is no time for an election for
the reason that trade is busiest at
that time and people are preparing
for the fisheries. Then why did the
Government open the House on the
second day cf May when people should
be occupied at their own business af-
fairs? The memher for St. John's
West told us en opening day that
there was a ruling made in the Legi-
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slature in 1861 against the holding of
Spring elections. But it might be re-
called that there was no secret ballot
in those days of 1861 anda the holding
of Spring elections might have some
effect on the giving out of supplies
to fichermen. In any case we have the
law of the land unmistakably laid
down for our guidance in regard to
what we should do here and I take
it that a Government that prides it-
self on giving a square deal to all
should see that law carried out. Only
last year there was a bye-election in
the east end of St. John’s, an election
that should have been held two years
previous, according to the constituticn
of the country. The law stated that
when a secat was vacant for six months
it should be filled, but the Government
broke the law inasmuch as they did
not open the district until two years
afterwards. If another man and my-
self start a row on the street we
break the law. We are brought before
a court of justice and whoever is in
fault pays for it; but a Government
aprearently, can break the law with
impunity, continue in office to misrule
and maladministrate the affairs of
this country and continue in office af-
ter their term is finished and until
such time as they see fit to have an
election, because that is just what the
present Government are doing to-day.

With regard to the sealfishery, I am
sorry that the Minister of Marine and
F'isheries is not in his seat just now.
When the Monroe Government came
into power and Captain Winsor went
in charge of the Department of Marine
and Fisheries I really exrvected that
something would be done that would
benefit the men who prosecute the
sealfichery and that some new legis-
lation would be introduced to protect
this industry. Seals are being killed
indiscriminately and it is the opinion

of old and experienced sealing men
that within a short time the herd will
be so depleted that it will not be a
paying venture at all for merchants
to send out ships., In the fifties and
sixties upwards of five and six hund-
red thousand seals were brought in
for one spring and the country reaped
a rich harvest from the sealfishery in
those days., Now we think we are do-
ing well with a catch of about two
hundred and twenty thousand. This
kind of talk may not be of much use
in the dyving days of the present Gov-
ernment, but it may be of some use
to some future Government or to
somebody who may be instrumental
in having some alterations made to
our sealing law. Long ago provision
should have been made to protect our
sealing herd, at least to have it hold
its own, if not increased. In the United
States legislation has been passed to
protect the Alaska seal.

Scienists were set to work to make
records and find out what could be
done to increase the herd of Alaska
seals, and in 1910 the herd amounted
to 130,000 and since then laws have
been put in force and scientists have
been working on the subject with the
result that last year the herd of Al-
aska seals amounted to over 900,000.
There is no particular reason, sir,
why the same thing could not have
been done in connection with the seal-
fishery here. They know all about the
seals; where they go; how far south
they go in the summer; where they
breed; they can count them and they
know how old a female is when it can
breed; they know the same of the
male; in fact they have all the data
that is needed to increase the herd.
Now, sir, I hold the same thing could
be done with our sealfishery. We
know so very little about our seals;
how they breed; where they go; what
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is their age when they mate; that it is
almost incredible to an outsider that
we are so ignorant on this particular
_industry. The seals mate they tell us
in respect to the Alaska seal in the
case of the male when five years old
and in the case of the female when
three years, and they kill none but
males of three years old, with the re-
sult that between 1910 and 1926 the
herd increased from 130,000, I think is
the amount, to 900,000, So I want to
sound a warning not only to this As-
sembly but to the people of this coun-
try that there is an industry we have
counted on all along right down thru
the vears as an asset that will soon not
be an asset to this country. If the kil-
ling is going cn as in the past few
vears indiscriminately shooting and
killing we soon wont have any seal
fishery. I think after giving due con-
sideration any man of ordinary com-
mon sense will come to the conclusion
that if yvou kill any animal on the face
of the earth indiscriminately and kill
all you can get of them, in time that
animal is finished., I want before I sit
down to say a word or two in connec-
tion with relief work in this ccuntry or
in this city. In my opinicn, sir, the giv-
ing out of monies without getting some
return for it, no matter how, in some
possible way, is a mistake. We have
before us, of course we have been told
of the fact that other countries have
had to adopt the dole policy, and
England is pointed to as one of the
countries wherein that system has
been adopted. But we are prone in this
country to copy those things whereby
in my opinion Great Britain is at
fault and leave those things wherein

we might with profit emulate them
and thereby do some good for our-

selves. But sir, this question of dole
in my opinion should never be con-

sidered for a man who gets money no
matter who from or in what way when
it comes from the people of this
country should be made work for it
suprosing it is only by taking bricks
from one side of the street and de-
positing them on the other side. I do
not listen to gentlemen talking about
what is done in Canada and what is
done in the United States. As I said
before we might copy them in some
respects. In this I hold that it is a
very bad thing to take them for an ex-
ample. Now, sir, before 1 sit down,
there is one other subject I would
like to touch on. Last year in this
House when the legislation in connec-
tion with Corner Brook and the In-
ternational Paper Company was be-
fore this House there was certain op-
position to that legislaion going
through. Some gentlemen on this side
of the House were indifferent, some
were not. Now it has been said to me,
in my hearing, and I have been ac-
cused of getting out of this House
when the International Paper Com-
pany legislation went through because
I didn’t want to be here, because it
was suggested to me that I should get
out. I want to tell this House that last
year when there was an issue in this
House on that International Paper
Company legislation I wasn’t here be-
cause I couldn’t get here. If I had
been here I would have voted against
it and I am against it to-day. I want
to make my position gquite clear to the
country, and my friends some of them
who accused me of not being here
when there was a division on that
guestion, I was against it. I am still
against it, and I want it known to my
friends and the people of the country
and to the constituency that I repre-
sent. One word more, I have been in-
terested in reading the Daily News and
Telegram during the past year when
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references were made to the Prime
Minister, and congratulations were
given him, bougquets were handed out
to him for keeping his party together
under difficulties during the past few
vears. It is my opinion Sir, any Gov-
ernment elected to this House to re-
present the people should remain here
four years according to law. They
have got no business getting out be-
fore four years and when four years
are up they should get out. That is my
opinion, With regard to the defeating
of Governments last year and the vear
before, I was not in favour of having
the Government going out of this
House to go back to the country for a
general election, but now, sir, I hold
that their time is up, and on the 9th
of July we cease to have a Government,
therefore if you are honest in main-
taining that they should do what is
right and “give a square deal to all”
when their time is up they should get
out. That may be perhaps a slang term
to use in regard to their finishing up
but it is effective I suppose. Now, sir,
while T am on this I want to tell those
who have in the past congratulated
Prime Minister Monroe on keeping
his party together under great diffi-
culties that Mr, Monroe has to thank
for keeping his party together the hon-
ourable Member for Carbonear, and
gentlemen on that side of the House
know very well that they have to
thank the Honourable Member for
Carbonear for keeping them together
the past year and perhaps one or two
Honourable gentlemen on this side of
the House had no small hand in keep-
ing them together, but for my own
part I feel that now is the time when
they should say they have finished up
and lay down the reins of Govern-
ment.,

MR. GODDEN.—Mr. Speaker; With-
out wishing to delay the discussion on

the Address in Reply, I take this
chance of making a few comments
and in congratulating the Honourable
Mover of the Address Mr Browne. I
want to say I am quite in accord with
what he had to say in regard to Sir
William and Lady Allardyce. Sir
William and Lady Allardyce endeared
themselves to the people of the coun-
try by their kindly disposition and by
the keen interest they displayed in the
industrial as well as the social life of
this country and I quite believe that
when the time came to say good-bye
their regrets at leaving us were as
great as ours at losing them. At the
same time we need not be greatly dis-
turbed because we have not yet an ap-
pointment made to fill the Vice Regal
position, because we have in the per-
son of his Excellency Sir William
Horwood a gentleman who is able to
assume naturally and with dignity,
the administration of this Colony. We
are very fortunate in having a Gov-
ernor at hand at all times in the per-
son of Sir William Horwood.

The Speech from the Throne for
this Session, as we have said at other
times in the House of Assembly, con-
tains nothing, Outside of the suggested
revision of our mining laws, discus-
sion of ways and means and the pass-
ing of supply, outside of that, I fail to
see the use of calling the Assembly to-
gether, particularly so late in the year
as the middle of May.

In these times of competition Gov-
ernments should be on their toes at
all times to do their best in enacting
laws, progressive laws, to help out
the possibilities of a country.

I was struck by a remark Mr. Scam-
mell made in his remarks the other day
when he was referring to the visit of
Sir Halford McKinder, who came here
to address us and find out just how
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to help us with regard to our fishery
products.

In his remarks Mr. Scammell men-
tioned that a suggestion of trade with
Africa has been made. In reading a
leading Canadian journal the other
day I find that mention of trade with
Africa is made there also (reads)
and the article goes on to say

(reads).

Now we have opened this House of
Assembly when one half of the year is
over. The Canadian Parliament has
made agreements 1 Dbelieve,
European countries, Spain and Por-
tugal etc., whereby reciprocal agree-
ments were arrived at. We have a re-
ciprocal agreement with Spain. What I
want to point out is the necessity of
the Government being on the job to
assist the country to better its posi-
tion in the markets of the world with
the goods that we have to market.

The Speech from the Throne fore-
shadows nothing, as far as I can see,
to be done for the encouragement of
the fisheries, It is a very serious mat-
ter when the Government is “marking
time”. In these days of progress we
should not be “marking time”. We
should be making for progress and in
that connection I want to say a few
words regarding a spring election
versus a fall election.

Fall elections apparently have been
taken as a matter of course but I have
asked various people in different walks
of life just what real reason could be
advanced against a spring election and
so far I have heard no serious reason
against a spring election. The only
reason against an election being held
this particular spring was the sugges-
tion made by the Honourable Member
for Ferryland Mr. Cashin the other day
when he said that it might be difficult
to refund the war loan due this June.

with

Apart from that, as I see it, the fall
of the year is the worst time to have
an election because the fisherman is
very busy in the fall looking after his
catch and he is far better and busier
then employed in bringing his cateh
to market and trying to successfully
market it. And the merchants too are
all very busy looking after their cus-
tomers requirements.

The fall of the year in Newfound-
land is the big harvest-time when we
have practically all the work of the
year to do and we are far better off
following our different avocations
then than at any other time of the
year than we would be electioneering
In the spring there is generally a let

up in this connection and consequent-
ly more leigure.

An ther reason why I consider that
there should have been an election this
spring is that the present Government
has already had four sessions. Apart
from that time the Prime Minister had
made it understood that he was no
longer going to remain at the head of
Government. If that was a fact and he
intends to retire at the end of the
session it would only be fair to the
electorate to go to the country last
fall or this spring. And as my honour-
able colleague, Capt. Randall, just
mentioned, it is just as big a waste of
time to be here at this time as to be
contesting an election. I quite agree
that we should have had an election
instead of opening the House of As-
sembly this spring.

Now as to what is contained in the
Speech from the Throne.

If the Honourable Minister of Fin- .
ance was in his seat I believe that he
would agree with us when I say that
he should compliment me on my fore-
sight last year when I told him that
he could expect an increase in reven-
ue this year. I understand that there
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is an increase of several hundred

thousand dollars this year.

[ will make another prophesy and
say vou can expect a still further in-
crease this yvear. 1 have my reasons
for saying that. As a business man 1
have my finger on the pulse c¢f the
trade of Newfoundland, more or less,
and I know that we are not going back
in our trading.

Mention also is made that the de-
ficiency on the railway will be some-
what less this year. I give due credit
there to the practical management.
I do not by any means give credit
to the Railway Commission who are
not on the working staff,

The freight department comes in for
special praise.

I have been in communicatiorn with
the gentleman in charge of the freight
department this past six or seven
months and I know that they have
been working overtime in an endeav-
our to co-operate with importers of
this country and have been competing
with foreign transportation compan-
ies, that is companies here that are
not Newfoundland companies, and by
competing with them have
considerable number of raerchants to

send freight via Sydney and Port-aux-
Basques.

I have routed from thirty or forty
cars through Sydney and Port-aux-

Basques myself during the last six
months,

While there is that sort of co-opera-
tion in all departments we can hope
and feel assured that the Newfound-
land Railway instead of coming out
Vear after year at the wrong end of
the Ledger, will be self-supporting.

The suggestion of re-railing the
road, I think it is, or at least diver-
sion of the railway in around Buchans
Mine and from the Topsails, at first
sight seems a very sensible thing to

induced -
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do, but looking at it from the point of
view of an Opposition Member the
thought comes that the Government is
really trying to what shall I say,
throw out a few efforts to catch votes
by giving employment in re-railing
the road, and so make it necessary
that more money be expended.

I believe that the work should be
done sometime but can it be afforded
at the present time. We have lots of
money to find for other purposes.

The Speech from the Throne also
mentions that the Gander proposition
is not an accomplished fact. I am sure
that Honourable Members would ex-

Cuse me in this connection, if I said,
“I told you so0”.

I always felt that all the Interna-
tional Paper Company wanted the

Gander areas for was as a source of
supply,

I don’t agree with Mr. Bradley when

he says that there will never be a mill

on the Gander. If the International

Paper Company will not erect a mill on

the Gander, there are other wealthy
capitalists interested in power and the
manufacture ol paper and pulp that
might be induced to take an interest

in the Gander properties ang build a
mill there,

While in Canada this vear I was in
conversation with the head of one par-
ticular company and he was very in-
terested and I believe that company
could be induced to come here. In any
case I intend putting them in touch
with the right parties in this country
to encourage them,

I take the same attitude this year
regarding the outlook in Newfound-
land as I did last year. I fail to be im-
pressed by what a Government does
or does not do. I refuse to be depress-
ed by what pessimists urge. I believe
that Newfoundland with its resources
has a big future before it. I am great-
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ly encouraged that there is a commit-
tee of American civil engineers com-
ing here this year. 1 am encouraged
by that because it shows the report of
the Metallurgical @ Society that was
here last year must have been favour-
able regarding our Mineral resources.

I think it is as a result of the re-
port of the Metallurgical Society that
was here last year that these Mining
engineers are coming here this year.

It is a fact that the resources that
we have been vaguely talking about
for many years are being recognised
in a practical manner by people who

have the necessary capital, to turn
those resources into a source of
wealth and employment for our

people, It is regrettable that the Gov-
ernment had not seen fit to open this
House early, and that it had not seen
its way clear to bring in legislation
that would be in the interests of the
pecple of this country. As it is now
the man on the street cannot help
wondering what is the good of open-
ing the House of Asembly. No busi-
ness is to be done here, It is a waste
of time particularly at this time of the
year.

1 do not know whether 1 shall
be contesting the election or not.
The fall is a busy time to con-
test my district. But whatever govern-
ment gets in and whoever is lead-
er of that government, I hope he
shall not make any mistake of open-
ing this House of Assembly in the
middle of the year, but get the House
open as early as possible, get the
business over so that business people
and everybody in Newfoundland will
know where they are for the rest of
the year.

SECOND READING OF THE CROWN
LANDS ACT

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND MINES.--Mr. Speaker: in

moving the second reading of this Bill
I would like to point out that for a
considerable period it has been well
known to the members of this House
and to the public outside that it is
very desirable to have some amend-
ment to the present Crown Lands Act.
This matter was brought to my atten-
tion before the advent of the Monroe
administration to power. Immedi-
ately after the present Government
took office and I was appointed to the
Department of Agriculture and Mines,
the late Mr. Turner who was then the
Deputy Minister and who had been
in that office for about forty years,
who had a very wide experience with
regard to the working of the Crown
Lands Act saw the growing necessity
of revising the Mining Laws of the
Dominion. Even before I went there
my honourable friend, Mr. Halfyard,
who spent a considerable time as Min-
ister of Agriculture and Mines, also
saw the desirability of having some
change made in the Act. Unfortunate-
ly we were deprived of the very valu-
able advice of the late Mr. Turner,
who when I assumed office was ill.
During the entire period previous to
his death, from the time I went to the
office, I was practically deprived of
his very valuable assistance. On the
demise of Mr. Turner, Mr. Noel took
his place, He also had considerable
experience, and gave very valuable
advice with regard to trying to make
various necessary amendments to the
Crown Land Act. I was deprived of
his services after a short period, and
consequently so far as I have been
personally concerned, I have been
labouring under great disadvantages.

However before the death of the

gentlemen referred to they _had com-
plied sufficient statistics for the Gov-
ernment to be able to seriously take up

the subject. But I would like to point
out that like making repairs *o an old
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delapidated house, or a schooner, it is
only when you start to tear down, that
vou realise what a serious proposition
is confronting you. It was found when
we went into the matter seriously that
it would be desirable to introduce
legislation that would be in my opinion
the most important piece of legisla-
tion that could be introduced into this
House, For reasons best known to this
Houee this is not the session, this is
not the time to introduce such a far-
reaching piece of legislation. Con-
sequently the Government acted very
wisely in bringing in just the amend-
ments that are required to carry on
the work of the office for the coming
few months, and the question of a
new Crown Lands Act can very well
be taken up by the new Government
which will take office as. a result of
the general election that will take
place this Autumn. For that new Gov-
ernment we have compiled down in
the Department of Agriculture and
Mines, I think, all the material that
would be necessary to bring into
force an act that would be desirable
In the interests of the country, and
the/ development of its natural re-
sources. Coming into contact as I did
last year with the mining engineers
who visited our shores, as part of the
Empire Mining and Metallurgical
Congress, I had an opportunity of be-
ing able to discuss with them what
was desgirable for a sane and intelli-
gent development of our mineral re-
sources. The Congress that visited here
last year is now playing an important
part in giving this country a place in
the sun as it were, in advertising the

mineral resources of the country. Not-
withstanding the fact of anything that
may be said by gentlemen on the oth-

er side, who were prepared to make
light of the possibilities of mineral de-
velopment, we are going to have this
summer, a visit from the American

Institute of Mining Engineers, and
when we remember that the Canadian
Congress which came here last Au-

tumn represented an industry in
Canada of $200,000,000 a year, the -
gentlemen coming in September, re-

present an industry that is worth to
the United States six billion dollars a
year, And they are coming to a coun-
try that nobody dare dispute the vast
resources of. As I said on a previous
occasion, when I was a boy, about
forty years ago, it was my privilege
to work as a “nipper”, that is what
the Advocate Newspaper so termed it.
I am proud to say that I did work as
a “nipper”. I worked from the bottom
to the top. Then there was the mining
activity in Green Bay. But for the past
thirty years, you scarcely hear the
gound of a hammer in any part of the
Island, and despite all that can be
sald about Buchans Mine, we cannot
get clear of the fact that already three
millions of American dollars have
been spent there and one million of
these have gone into the pockets of
our own people, and although they
may not be getting the wages that 1
would like to see them get, or the
comforts that I would like to see them
have, in what part of the world where
poineer mining is done, can you get
all those desired comforts? All I have

to say, and I say it for the benefit of

the man who is likely to go up to
Buchans looking for the same com-
forts that he is getting at home is that
it is better for him to stay at home.
If those men are not prepared to rough
it as I did, and every other man twen-
ty, thirty or forty years ago, then I
cay there is no hope. Now I do not
want at this stage of introducing

these resolutions, to launch out into a
lengthy speech in connection with
mining, but every man no matter
what he may think, he will agree that

I have an honest desire to see the con-
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ditions bettered, for those who are en-
gaged in the mining industry, and |1
have unbounded faith in the possibili-
*ties of Newfoundland. Only this morn-
ing I had a visit to my office from a
very reputable mining man from Can-
ada, who said that we ourselves do
not now realise what the possibilities
in Newfoundland are. “Why", he said,
“If we in Canada had a property like
vou have at Buchans, the place would
be over-crowded with prospectors

“What is the reason that the pros-
pectors from outside are not coming
in here”. He asked. I said, I did not
know, This vear I expect that we are
eoing to have a large number of people
here as the summer opens up. At the
present time it is almost winter weath-
er in the interior. I would like to say in
justice to those responsible for the
work carried on up there, that I paid
a visit there in Feb. I was sent by the
Government in investigate just what
the conditions were there. I went to
Buchans and found it eighteen below
zero., 1 visited the sleeping and eating
quarters of the men. 1 went into the
sleeping quarters, and I found the
men actually asleep and woke them
up. I discussed with them the condi-
tions under which they were working,
sleeping and eating, And I found men
asleep under canvas, at eighteen be-
low zero. That was not desirable. When
I confronted the management with my
complaints, I was promptly told that
there were 250 surplus men last sea-
gon, and the bulk of those men did not
want to go back to their homes. The
company could not possibly provide
suitable quarters for them, and the
men were prepared to take their
chances, if the company would keep
them on. Now any man in this House
can readily appreciate what kind of
return a man can give for the money
he receives, with eighteen below zero
weather. I refer to those men working

on the surface in that king of weather,
These men were kept on the whole
winter. I reported my findings to the
Colonial Secretary, and he in turn
communicated with the management
at Buchans and the matters that I re-
ferred to were remedied. Of course
You cannot remedy wages. It is im-
possible for any Government to be
able to decide what wage a man is
going to be paid in any branch of in-
dustry. That has got to be absolutely
controlled by supply and demand. You
have conditions on Bell Island far dif-
fereny from what they were twelve
months ago, and when Buchans Mine
starts to produce which will be in the
early Autumn, and we get five hund-
red instead of fifty working there, and
when Pilley’s Island opens, and one or
two other industries sufficient to give
employment to all, and there is no
surplus of labour, then I for onme am
prepared to fight the men’s battle for
better wages with those who employ

them, when I see the opportunity so
to do.

The Amendment now before the
House deals with only two or three
aspects of the Crown Lands Act. Sec-
tions one to eleven deal only with
the licenses of prospectors or what is
known as miners’ licenses, The reason
for that is that previous to this any
bona fide miner who spent his time
prospecting in any part of the Island
and discovered something worth while
and who came to the Crown Lands
office to take out his grant, but be-
cause of his inability to pay for his
claim right away he would find that
before he got home somebody from
Water Street of somewhere else with
the money would be after paying for
the claim, Consequently, these sec-
tions are for the protection of bona
fide miners or prospectors who go out
to find minerals. In this Amendment
we made it incumbent upon any per-
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son who wants to search or prospect
for minerals has first got to go down
and obtain a miner’s license for which
he has to pay five dollars, We cannot
accept any applications in the Crown
Lands office only from those who are
licensed. Sections twelve and thirteen
and fourteen applies to division of
areas. Sections fifteen refers to sur-
veys and alterations of leases and
gection sixteen deals with sub-division
of existing locations. At the present

time the area of a location is three
hundred and twenty acres. We are
charging the same price and 8o are

doubling the revenue. Section seven-
teen deals with fee simple grants. Un-
der the present law any person who
excavated a certain amount of earth
could get a grant in fee simple; un-
der this amendment prospecting has
to be done according to the new me-
thods that have come into being in this
country. Section eighteen gives a de-
finition of that and it is only those
who are prepared to spend six thou-
sand dollars during the first five
vears of their holding and who are
prepared to prospect according to the
methods who are entitled to get fee
simple grants. I, therefore, have much
pleasure in moving the Second Read-
ing of the Bill.

MR. HALFYARD,—Mr. Speaker; 1
am sure we all appreciate the
marks of the introducer of this Bill,
but I would ask that the second read-
ing be deferred. We just got the Bill
placed in our hands and I feel that the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
will appreciate the reasonableness of
the request,

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND MINES.—I have no objec-
tion to having the Second Reading de-
ferred.

LAW SOCIETY ACT

Second Reading of Bill “An Act
further to amend the Law Society Act”

re-

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—Mr Speaker; Just a word in
moving the Second Reading of the
Bill. This is an amendment asked for
by the Law Society, and, perhaps,
would be more a matter of explana-
tion in Committee stage, because it
will be observed that one has got to
follow the Law Society’'s Acts for
years past in order to be able to ap-
preciate the alterations. Shortly the
effect is that the election of the Bench-
ers shall be held annually instead of
triennially. The other changes will
be found on pages four and five where .
sections eleven, twelve and thirteen
deal with the matter of qualifications
of law students. They provide prac-
tically the same arrangement as be-
fore except that the extrantes exam-
ination now is the standard of the
Memorial College, St. John’s. Sec-
tion thirteen deals with the qualifica-
tions of students before entering up-
on their articles. The present sylla-
bus is Junior Associate, under the
amendment the syllabus is Senior
Matriculation: Examination. 1 think
with that exception and with the ex-
ception that our own University is re-
cognized the Act remains the same as
at present. When we go into Com-
mittee on the Bill if there is any par-
ticular detail asked for I shall en-
deavour to make clear anything that
is required. I may say it is not a
matter that the House could do more
than accept as it is, as I give the
assurance that the amendment is pure
ly a request from the Law Society. 1
consequently, move the Second Read-
ing of the Bill.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Minister of Justice the
Bill entitled “An Act to amend the
LLaw Society Act” was read a second
time, and it was ordered that the said
Bill be referred to a Committee of the
whole House on to-morrow,
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SECOND READING LOAN ACT
CHURCH OF ENGLAND COLLEGE

Second Reading of Bill “An Act to
provide for the guaranteeing of Loan
of the Church of England College.”

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER.—Mr. Speaker, in moving the
Second Reading of this Bill I would
like to call the attention of honour-
able members to the fact that we
have made a slight alteration in
Clause two. You will remember in
the original Resolutions I added the
words “subject to any mortgages at
present existing not exceeding $125,-
000.00.” We have since altered that
amount to $152,000.00, Might I ex-
plain that when I was asked the
question the other day by Captain
Randell as to whether or not there is
more than $125,000.00 mortgage on
the property I said that that was the
actual amount that was mortgaged
on the College itself; but this mort-
gage is to cover all the property of
the Church of England Schools and
Hospitals and I have got here a state
ment showing the value of all their
property totalling $445,000.00, Then
they have a mortgage with the East-
ern Trust Company of $152,000.00,
leaving them a net value of $303,-
000.00. Of course, the proposed Gov-
ernment guarantee has to be deduct-
ed, leaving $223,000.00 of a surplus as

against the amount they want to bor-
I'OW.

Pursuant to order and on motion
of Hon. the Prime Minister the Bill
entitled “An Act to provide for the
Granting of a Loan for the Church
of England College” was read a sec-
ond time and it was ordered that the
said Bill be referred to a Committee
of the Whole House on to-morrow.

The remaining orders of the day
were deferred.

It was moved and seconded that
when the House rises it adjourn un-

til to-morrow afternoon at three of
the clock.

The House then adjourned accord-
ingly.

TUESDAY, May 8th, 1928.

The House met at three of the clock
in the afternoon, pursuant to ad-
journment,

Petitions were presented by

Mr. Lake from Grand Bank re road.
Mr. Lake from Lamaline re road.

Hon. the Minister of Finance tabled
the following:

Publiec Accounts 1926-27.

Balance Sheet of Treasury Account
for the year ended 30th June, 1927.

Statement of Public Debt to June
30th, 1927.

Statement of Current Account of
the Government of Newfoundland for
the year ended 30th June ,1927.

A, deputation from certain unem-
rloyed appeared at the Bar praying
for leave to present a petition rela-
tive to unemployment in the city.
Upon motion, leave was granted to
present the petition, which was read
by the Clerk of the House. Upon
motion the said petition was receiv-
ed and was ordered to be referred to
the Department to which it relates.

Dr. Mosdell gave notice of
tion.

ques-

ADDRESS IN REPLY

MR. HIBBS.—Mr. Speaker, I rise
for the purpose of making a few
brief remarks on the guestion before
the chair. 1 have no intention of
prolonging this debate as I feel that
the House of Assembly should have
been in session three months before
this date. This is now May 7Tth or
pretty close to the date that the House
opened last year. Viewing the Speech
from the Throne, at the very outset 1
may say that it appears to me to be




HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 97

2 very barren, meaningless document,
one which is not necessary to spend
much time on. 1 repeat that this
House should have been in session
three months ago. It seems to me
that the present administration are
very zealous in connection with the
trade of Newfoundland and gives that
ag a reason why they did not appeal
to the electorate this spring; but they
did not seem to be so much concerned
about the trade of Newfoundland
when it came to the opening of this
Legislature. The fact that Mr. Jones
would have to pay a visit to the 0Old
Country or that Mr. Smith would have
to go to the sealfishery had more
bearing on the opening of this House
in the estimation of the Government
than did the trade and commerce of
Newfoundland,

It is always customary, and graci-
ous too, I suppose, to say a complimen-
tary word to the proposer and sec-
onder of the Address in Reply. Of
course, any eulogistic terms that one
might feel disposed to apply to these
gentlemen is more or less contingent
upon the amount of facts which they
gave in their addresses. I am sorry
that, if I were to judge the speeches of
the two honourable members on that
score, I would not be in a position this
evening to congratulate them. I find
particularly in the speech of the
member for St. John's West nothing
whatever on which I could congratu-
late him, nothing more than a poli-

tical apology for a dying administra-
tion.

Of course there is another thing
perhaps we should not leave out of
sight; that is the fact that it requires
considerable moral courage on the
part of any man to stand up in this
House of Assembly at this particular
time in the spring of 1928, after four
vears of such Government, even to
apologize. I do not know whether the

fact of Mr. Browne and Mr, Power be-
ing selected is a matter I can congra-
tulate them on. Not every man would
feel disposed to get up and make any
pretense .whatever to apologize for the
present Government. However, they
had sufficient courage to get up and
under the circumstances, they did
fairly well. I think, Mr Speaker, it
would be a good thing for us to be in
a position to recognize political val-
our of this kind, and if possible to
have some form of decoration, such as
a political Victoria Cross. I think the
two gentlemen in question would have
earned it, and I think you would be
delighted to pin it on their breasts in
consideration of the great feat they
have performed. However, empty
words don’'t mean much. I would re-
peat the words used in this chamber
by an illustrious statesman who has
passed out and whose name will be
revered down through the ages. “By
men’s deeds you shall know them and
not by professions and promises.”
That is a declaration that has come
down through the ages, and by the
actions of the Monroe Government
will it be judged by the people of this
country. The Speech from the Throne
refers to the prosecution of the cod-
fishery during the past season, and
they say “the prosecution of this cod-
fishery during 1927 resulted in better
returns to many of those directly in-
terested, Shore codfish received better
prices and stocks remaining over
were smaller, thus creating a healthy
market condition for future opera-
tions.” I do not know that there was
anything in connection with the shore
fishery any more than the Labrador

that the Government has to congratu-

late themselves on. They were very
careful not to put into this document
any reference whatever to the Lab-

rador fishery, and why not? The Lab-
rador fishery, last year was absolu-
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tely a failure, a failure from the stand-
point of the prices. Men went down to
engage in that industry after fitting
out at an enormous cost and realized
$3.00 to $3.60 per quintal, and some did
not do as well as that, and then the
Government comes in and talks about
the fisheries. Take for instance the
price of Shore Fish; that is a matter
that has caused more discontent
around Newfoundland than anything
in connection with the fisheries in
recent years. The market price for
Shore Fish from September to Novems=
ber varies in the neighbourhood of
$3.00 per quintal, and you can go into
various settlements throughout the
country and find a considerable num-
ber of people who were victimised be-
cause of the difference. Very often
men had to get rid of their fish early
in the season and got $6.00 to $6.50
while later the price was as high as
$9.50 and I think in some cases $10.00
That showed some people benefited;
it certainly was not the fisherman.
Those who were fortunate enough to
buy up stocks early in the season, of
course, made hugh profits, and I think
it would only be fair to the fishermen
of Newfoundland who sold fish earlier
in the season that those who pur-
chased that fish should make up the
difference. Now, what has the Gov-
ernment done, Mr. Speaker, to bring
about that increased price of shore fish
last year., They paraded it out in the
Speech from the Throne, they want the
country to know it and the world to
know it because a little better price
prevailed. If the Government had cut
out the competitive gystem, that beg-
gars your neighbours business that is
going on, they might have accomp-
lished something. We have talked in

this House the past four years, and

directed our remarks in this connec-
tion particularly to the Prime Minis-
ter, because he is one of the biggest of

our fish dealers, and we felt that he
was sympathetic to the fisheries and
the fishermen. But absolutely ncthing
has been done. The same old system
prevails, and last year there was no
question about it, but conditions, as
far as marketing was concerned, were
even worse than for many yvears past.
I was sitting at a social function some .
little time ago and heard the Prime
Minister make a remark which seems
to give a little hope. I heard him
state that the next three years of his
life, T am open to correction, but I
think this is what he said, the next
three years would be devoted to the
fresh "fish trade. In that remark
he struck a very hopeful note for
Newfoundland, I have felt during re-
cent years that if we are to preserve
the codfishery in Newfoundland, then
a substancial portion of the catch
will have to be sold in the fresh state.
The United States, naturally, would
seem to be our market. I believe there
is a wonderful opportunity for a man
like Mr. Monroe, one of the biggest
fish dealers in Newfoundland, a man
who seems to be awake to the situa-
tion because of the fact that he has
voiced his opinion in that respect, and
I say, if he wants to do something for
Newfoundland this is his opportunity.
I understand that he is retiring from
public life and no one can blame him
in view of the record of the last four
years, If I were in his position T would
certainly devote the next three years
of my life or the next ten years in
trying to develop a fresh fish trade
with the United States. During the
last few years there has been a large
and growing demand for sea-food
throughout the great republic. There
is no doubt in my mind but millions

of families in the United States would

use fish at least twice a week if they
could secure it fresh, which they can-
not do at the present time. We have the
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supply; there is the market, our next
door neighbour, and 1 don’t see why
with a little enterprise Newfound-
landers would not soon find a market
for a considerable portion of the catch
which would immediately lessen the
amount of salt fish., Salt cod in my
opinion is fast becoming a food pro-
duct very little used. In a process of
natural evolution it is giving way to
the use of meats. We all know that
against our codfish in many European
markets meats. raised largely in South
America sell in some countries at
prices to let them compete favourably
with Newfoundland salt cod; and it is
only a matter of common sense for us
to feel that if that condition of afiairs
continues within a very few years we
will find people who formerly pur-
chased fish will be substituting 16 a
large extent meats. That is something
we have no control over. People are
becoming more fastidious with regard
to what they consume. We must be
prepared if we should lose our salt
cod market to find some other markes,
in my opinion the Unied States forms
that market for the disposal of our
fish in a fresh state. Of course a
great deal has been said with regard
to markets and people much better
qualified than myself have talked
many hours in this chamber and out-
side, but with very little result. I feel
a determined effort should be made
and must be made if we are to get re-
munerative prices for the fishermen.
It has been said and I think very truly
that this country is at once the rich-
est and the poorest in the world; rich
because of its natural resources, its

fishery wealth, the great wealth of its

The revenue
from the fisheries properly developed
it has been said and I think very truly
woulg be sufficient to support a popu-
lation of two to three million. But what
is the reality. We are poor, because of

rivers, water power.

our methods. This country is poor be-
cause our first line of defence the fish-
eries has been absolutely neglected
and left to take care of itself. There
can be no doubt at all about that.
Every person who has given the mat-
ter a moment’s thought must agree
that more could be done in the way of
developing the fisheries than has been
done in the past. When it comes to the
eve of an election we all seem to wake
ap and realize that we have a fishery.
We all realize then that something
better should be done than in the past.

Consequently you get such docu-
ments presented to the country as that
now very famous manifesto of Mr.
Monroe’s given in 1924. T have not been
in the habit of waving that manifesto
before Mr. Monroe because others
have been performing that duty but I
do feel that Mr, Monroe to-day has a
moral obligation to perform to the
country. I believe that when he wrote
and broadcasted that manifesto he
was very much in earnest but the
trouble with him was that no sooner
did he get into the Prime Minister’s
chair than he found that it was more
difficult to carry it out and thea he was
satisfied to sit there and was prepared
to let things drift and zave his atten-
tion to other matters as foreign to the
prosecution of the fisheries as are the
poles.

The responsibility for the present
condition of affairs rests largely with
the Government and with the Board of
Trade as to trade generally,

At the present moment I am very
glad to know that we have as presi-
dent of the Board of Trade a very cap-
able gentleman, whose heart is in the
right place and who wants to do the
right thing but he is going to have a
very up-hill climb. I am not casting
reflections on any of his predecessors
in office. I am merely saying that his
original step was in earnest and gives
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an indication of what we may expect
during his regime.

The Government must sympathise
more with the Boarc of Trade, co-op-
erate and not take the line of action
that “it is none of our business; that
is a matter for the Board of Trade”.
The Trade necessarily must be helped
more. The Board of Trade should be
able to feel that it has a sympathetic
Government behind it. And they
should be able to feel that any sug-
gegtion or scheme they might involve
would be received and met with con-
sideration by the Government.

We cannot put the law into effect
without first having the legislation
that makes it compulsory.

The people will not do the right
thing themselves unless they are com-
pelled to do so,

We are now and we have been for
the past hundred years practicing the
same cut-throat methods. The feeling
exists that “my neighbour’s success is
my loss”, Are we so much wiser than
the rest of the world? In the making
of their products in any part of the
known world no such methods are
practiced at the present time.

The Speech from the Throne also
refers to the Seal Fishery.

It says that “it has just concluded
and will show a larger catch than the
previous year.” It gives three lines
to this Seal Fishery. It goes on to say
“the increased demand for sealskins
has permitted the payment of higher
prices”, It failed to state the higher
prices — $5.00.

The sealfishery this year was not
remarkable for its great catch but for
the dissatisfaction that existed am-
ongst the members of the sealing
fleet, because of the way that they felt
that they were treated — the feeling
that the merchants did not treat them
right and fair.

It is stated in the Speech from the
Throne that the sale of skins permit-
ted the pavment of higher prices. In
the markets to-day seal fur 1s very
high and in great demand. I don't
think that I am wrong in stating that
the price of seal fur exceeds that of
fat.

It is not an equitable way to do
business, to have the men go out and
undergo the hardships in view of the
risks incidental to the prosecution of
the seal fishery and not participate in
the profits but simply participate in a
portion of the profits.

Why diseriminate between the {fat
and the fur?

I don’'t blame the Government but
it is a publiec matter and we, as public
men, should be interested in it. I feel
very justified in mentioning the mat-
ter here now because, not only are we
interested in a public way, but we are
interested because we have consti-
tuents prosecufing the seal fishery.

Last year we found that there was
nothing but discontent amongst the
sealing ranks. They tried to get a
sealers’ meeting at that time in order
to ventilate their feelings and see if
the merchants would come to them
and do something. The sum of .50c.
extra was given to them. The mer-
chants knew that they were making
a great profit on fur and the .50c.
contented the poor sealers for the
time being.

Next year there should be better un-
derstanding so that the sealers should
derive a greater benefit from their
work and participate in the price of
the fur and skin as well as that of the
fat.

The Speech from the Throne also
makes reference, Mr. Speaker, to the
Corner Brook agreement, which was
made last year and also the Gander.
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It says that “The legislation enacted
at the last session, rendering it possi-
ble for new interests to acquire the
paper-making enterprise at Corner
Brook resulted in the transfer of the
property to other ownership early in
the present year, and the new proprie-
tors are taking the initial steps to-
wards the advances therein contem-
plated.” There is nothing new in that
for us. We know that already. The
Speech goes on to say “On the other
hand the Act designed to facilitate
the construction of a mill in the Gan-
der Valley has not been brought into
operation, though it is possible that
this step may be taken at a later
date.” That is very encouraging — at
a later date, that may be fifty yvears
from now, when we are all dead and
buried and long forgotten.

I want to make a remark here Mr.
Speaker in connection with this deal,
the Humber Deal or the Corner Brook
deal as it is called. The whole can-
tract, in my belief, was a piece of de-

ception, I don’t think there is a gentle- -

man on the other side of the House
but will agree with me when 1 say
that they themselves were deceived.
There is no doubt about it.

It was a piece of deception in the
first place — a piece of deception be-
cause the financial standing, the fin-
ancial condition of the Nfld. Power &
Paper Company was grossly misre-
presented, There is no doubt about it.

In the second place the whole busi-
ness was misrepresented in connec-
tion with the intention of the Com-
pany to erect a mill on the Gander.
They had no such iﬁtentiﬂn, in my
opinion . And last year when this mat-
ter came before the House I expressed
my feelings that the Gander Valley
Mill was no more than a bait dangling
before the Government for the pur-
pose of inducing them to give conces-
sions to the Company.

101

The Government spent three months
in negotiations with the International
experts and what was the result. The
Prime Minister came in here and made
a speech. He intimated that the de-
ficit for eighteen months prior to 1927
was $1,200,000 on the plant at Corner
Brook. This was brought into the
House for the purpose of showing that
the .company was bankrupt and that
it could not pay the interest. The re:
sult was that Newfoundaland had to
be called upon to make good, on ac-
count of the guaranty in the sum of
$10,000,000.

Now what do we find? Only a few
months have elapsed since that time
and we find Mr. A. R. Grosell, the

president of the company, stating that
the financial condition of the old coms=
pany as represented to the Govern-
ment was undeniably misrepresented.
He says that the earnings of the
Nfld. Power & Paper Company, avail-
able for interest, before purchase,
amounted to $2,179,340 for the twelve
months ending Nov. 30th 1927. '

Mr Speaker, I think you will agree
with me in that case Newfoundland
may be said to have been “spot of
historical misfortune”.

The experts down here last year
dealt with the Government most cap-

ably in more ways than one and went
s0 far as to secure an option from the
Gander River Power & Paper Co. and
I remember that was one of the argu-

ments put up by the Prime Minister
and other gentlemen last year in hav-
ing the deal forced through the
House. They pointed out that if we
held it up too long the 15th of Sep-
tember would arrive when the option
would expire and urged that the Bill
be passed as quickly as possible,

All that was misleading. Surely the
Prime Minister must realize that he
was grossly deceived and it was just
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this that “one was put over on them®,
I would like to know how tl:e Prime
Minister and his executive feels about
that very great robbery. .unt after
the Executive Governmert were i no-
gotiations with the Internationnl pe)-
ple, bills were brought in here and we
were given a very short time in which
to examine them. They were very
voluminous and it would take very
considerable time in which to examn-
ine them, and they advised us that wa
were too long in examining them, that
the option would expire and the Inter-
national people would go away and
we would have no Gander.

They never had any intention of er-
ecting a mill on the Gander. Why did
he accept that offer? Why were they
the whole summer negotiating with
the Government, and no sooner was
the ink dry on that infamous deed, 1
say infamous, because that is what it
will go down in history as. The ink
was no sooner dry when they discover-
ed all at once that the Gander River
was not a good proposition. How in-
nocent they were. Did they not know
that before, having all the facts and
figures before them. One of the condi-
tions supposed to be that they would
erect a mill, would they not immedi-
ately start in to investigate whether
that plan was feasible, The Govern-
ment, sir, must realize to-day that if
they had shown last year a little more

backbone, and has been a little less-:
gullable, that at least this guarantee

of ten millions in connection with the
Humber enterprise would have been
written off, and instead of that we
have a contract that makes the coun-
try’s liability much greater than it
was before.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Mr. Speaker, would the Honourable
gentleman explain why the liability

'penple in certain

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

is much greater than it was before.

MR. HIBBS.—I say because the 3ze-
curities are not as great. 1 do not
think that can be disputed. I do not
say that the amount of ten millions
has been increased, but I do say that
the securities have not been increas-
ed. However, as I stated a moment
ago, this country has been termed,
and rightly so, the spot of historic
misfortune. Just a word now with re-
gard to general economic conditions.
I notice in the second paragraph in
the Speech from the Throne that it is
stated by the gentleman who wrote
this Speech and placed it in the hands
of His Excellency to read:-

Reads

I would wish for somebody to get
up and show me where the advance-
ment is, and where the marked pro-
gress is, I think you will want a
microscope to discover it. There are
certain directions, of course, where
we have made some progress in.

I know that to-day in Newfound-
land hundreds of people are receiving
dole, and it is only pauperizing them.
They should never have received it. I
know people of my own acquaintance
who have considerable means, and I
know that they are receiving dole. 1
wonder did the Government make in-
vestigation and discover that they
needed it or not. |

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
Yes, we did.

MR. HIBBS.—I agree that deception
is practised often in matters of that
kind, but I have been told that the
Government sent to find out whether
settlements alone
required it or not.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS
TICE.—Do you believe that?

MR. HIBBS.—I was told it by a man
whose word I think I would rely on.
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1f I could prove it I would be as-
tounded, I ought perhaps to give them
the benefit of the doubt, and I hard-
ly think they could do it.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TiCE.—Do you mean Musgrave Hr.
You are not referring to any fire
claims that we investigated or things
like that.

MR. HIBBS.—I1 presume that the
Honourable Minister of Justice is re-
ferring to Carmanville. There was a
very disastrous fire there, and I think
it cost the Government a considerable
amount of money to put it out. I dare

say that some of the bills sent in were
exorbitant.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—It would have cost the Gov-
ernment considerable if they had not
sent down and found that ninety per
cent of the bills were gross frauds,

and no money was paid out for ninety
per cent,

MR. HIBBS.—I want to say to the
Honourable Gentleman that I cannot
accept that statement.

HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—1 will prove that statement I

made by producing the reports from
the Magistrate.

MR. HIBBS.—I challenge the Hon.
Member to produce the facts, and I
state right here now that if he pro-
duces the facts it will be proved that
you can reverse that, and perhaps ten
per cent will be found to be exorbitant
and that ninety per cent were paid.
Perhaps there was some dishonesty in
connection with that ten per cent. 1
know a few people that were not paid
and were asking me to see if 1 could
get them paid, However, that is not an
answer to the past. The Minister of
Justice is always an expert in draw-
ing a red herring across the trail.
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HON. THE MINISTER OF JUS-
TICE.—You were breaking into our
District, and I was just giving you a
Roland for an Oliver.

MR. HIBBS.—I1 was refering to the
dole which was given out by the pre-
sent Government, and no attempt was
made by the Government to get any
returns. Right here in the City of St.
John'’s, I am convinced that co-oper-
ation could be brought about by the
Government and the Municipal Coun-
cil.

HON THE PRIME
We tried it last year.

MR. HIBBS.—And they would not
co-operate with you. Well 1 say then
that it is time to get clear of the
Municipal Counecil. I think they will
share the same place as the present
Government when election comes a-
round. You can walk around this City
in any direction and you will find
places that are very much in need of
attention, Every day I pass down Mi-
litary Road and I see that retaining
wall that was started two years ago
and it is in the same position now as
1t was at least eighteen months ago.
It is not much credit to the people re-
sponsible, I do not know why that
cannot be done by the people who are
now getting dole, because last winter,
with the excepticn of two or three
weeks they could have been working
on something of that nature. If we ad-
mit the excuse that the Municipal
Council will not co-operate with the
Government, what about the Road
Boards. Surely you have some control
over them, I do not see any reason
why you could not get the Road
Boards in the Outports to co-operate

MINISTER.—

and vou could send those men into the

woods to cut timber for wharves etc.
If you are going to make a line for
the purpose of bringing the Railway
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‘to Buchans, what about the ties that
you are going to require for that?
Surely yvou could have employed a
thousand men to whom you are giv-
ing the dole this winter, cutting ties.
The whole truth of the matter is that
vou lack enterprize, you have chosen
the line of least resistance, and you
are the very people that criticize the
past Government in many of their ac-
tions. We did make some effort to get
returns. I remember that the rock
sheds was one of the slogans during
the last election. Is it not better to
have rock sheds now than to be giv-
ing the people something for nothing,
or in order to show them that they
cannot get anything in the world for
nothing.

When you got men working in rock
sheds I quite agree that you cannot
get a hundred cents to the dollar re-
turn therefrom, but I do not agree with
the Prime Minister's remark that not

five cents returns were got. The Prime
Minister’s statement is absolutely in-
correct. The Prime Minister at that
time was too strongly opposed to the
Liberal Government to appreciate the
frightful struggle that people were up
against and something had to be done
by that Government to cope with the
situation in order to keep people alive.
In his calmer moments I have heard
the present Prime Minister state that
he had some respect for the people
who were in office before him because
he has realised from experience the
difficulties that the person who occu-
pied the offlice previous to him was
confronted with. It is very easy to
criticize and throw stones, but it is
not easy to construct and I think the

present Prime Minister has found that

out. Now I understand from the Speech
from the Throne and from the re-
marks of the Prime Minister that it

HOUSE OF ASSEMLY PROCEEDINGS

is the intenion of the Government to
make a diversion of the main railway
line and to bring it into the town of
Buchans. Would it mean that you will
purchase the land from the Company
to build that thirty five miles of road?

THE HON. THE PRIME MINIS-
TER.—It may not be necessary to buy
it; they may give it to us.

MR. HIBBS.—If they give it to the
Government, it will be the first thing
we ever got from them and I suppose
it will be the last. However, the bill

passed last year protecting that Com-

~ pany for the next twenty years and

making it impossible for the New-
foundland Government to collect a
dollar from them during the period
must have prompted them to give this
land. At all events that 35 miles of
road is not going to mean much of an
industrial proposition in my opinion.
It was a bit of a surprise to most peo-
ple when the Prime Minister stated on
opening day that there were 300 men
employed at Buchans and now I learn
from him that there will be less en-
gaged during the Summer. Well, ac-
cording to that, Buchans is not going
to be a source of much employment
for our people the coming Summer. I
thought the company would be em-
ploying more men this Summer and I
told men who had been enquiring that
they would. I thought there would be
between six and seven hundred em-
ployed. I realized that in the initial
stages of the operations of such a

mine there would not be a large gang
employed; but I certainly thought the

Company would be starting to aug-
ment their staff now instead of de-
creasing it. 'When one looks at the
railway map and imagines the main
line being diverted in that way, pas-
sing through Buchans and running
right up thru Howley one is prompt-




HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

ed to ask has the Government gone in-
to this matter as throughly as
its importance merits. This diversion
will cost about a million and a half
dollars and it is a moot question as to
whether it is worth while.

Regarding the financial outlook of
the country, I am very pleased to no-
tice in the Speech from the Throne
that the deficit this yvear is not likely
to be+as large as what it was last
vear. That is a matter I do not propose
dwelling upon at the present moment,
Later on in the session when we have
more information about our financial
affairs before us I shall deal with
that matter.

Before taking my seat I would like
to say a word regarding an election.
It has been stated by the Government
that it would be disastrous to this
country to have an election in the
spring . Personally I am not in ac-
cord with that view. In 1923 we had a
general election in the Spring and the
Prime Minister and the member for
St. John's West (Mr. Browne) says
that it was the only unnecessary elec-
tion that was held in the Spring. Of
course, in their opinion, the 1924 elec-
tion was necessary. That is only to be
expected of them. It happens however
that Mr. Browne was a candidate for
‘that Party that held the Spring elec-
tion in 1923 and I think he tried on
platforms in the district of Placen-
tia and St. Many’s to give good rea-
sons why he was there and why the
election was being held. My conten-
tion is that the last of April or the
first of May is the proper and logical
time to hold an election in this coun-
try because at that time trade does

not begin to move to any great extent

and most of the people are home pre-
paring for the fishery, and an election
could have been run off last month as
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the weather was very fine and the
fight could have been over by now. In
talking against the holding of a Spring
election the Prime Minister stated that
considerable hardships would have to
be undergone in canvassing the vari-
ous districts. I disagree with him, I
was one of three members who started
in March 1923 and we had to travel
over that district from end to end, I
suffered no hardships, rather did I en-
joy that campaign and, needless to say
we emerged triumphantly., Now the
Prime Minister knows to day that it
is not because of any hardships that
would be entailed in covering districts
that there is no Spring election; but
it is simply because he and his party
were afraid to face the country to give
an account of their stewardship. The
Prime Minister knows well that “a
bird in hand is worth two in the bush”
and he knows that if he and his Gov-
ernment appealed to the electors of
this country they would suffer over-
whelming defeat. As a matter of fact,
in the Spring election of 1923 there
were ten thousand more people voted
than in the election of 1924, which
goes to support my argument that ‘he
earlier in the Spring an election is
held the bigger the vote cast and the
less chance there is of disfranchising
any of the electorate. In the Fall of
year we usually got poll booths in St.
John’s for the extern districts, but you
do not have poll booths in certain other
parts of the Island where they should
be put and it is a well known fact that
some six or seven thousand electors
who are not able to reach their dis-
tricts in the Fall of the year to vote
are disfranchised as a result. Surely
that is not a desirable condition of af-
fairs. That does not happen with an
election in the Spring when practical-
Iy all the people are in their own
homes. However, I do not feel dispos-
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ed this evening to attack the Govern-
ment too strongly and I am going to
leave them to their political fate,
*which will happen this year. I do not
see any use of “flogging a dead horse”
or to “throw water on a drowned rat”,
I do hope however that if the Govern-
ment has any industrial programme
that they will lose no time in bringing
it here, as I feel if it is sound pro-
gressing legislation that the gentle-
men on this side of the House will as-
sist in having it put through promptly
because I am sure none of us want to
be here all Summer.

When I came in this afternoon just
looking at those people’s faces was
enough to convince me they had rea-
gon to come before this House to ask
relief. It is an unfortunate situation,
and it is our duty as public men to
help them, I hope this thing is to come
to an end,; if we have to continue giv-
ing out dole; if we have to give hund-
reds and thousands of dollars and
can’'t find employment for people in
the country, the end is not far off.

MR. MOSDELL.—Mr. Speaker; 1
feel a great deal of diffidence in join-
ing in the debate at this time, both be-

cause s0o much has been said on the
subject by previous speakers and also
because I cannot pride myself in any
way on being an orator so that I
might add to the attractiveness of
what has been said or add to the mat-
ter brought before the Chair. Still I
feel it is my duty to say something on
public affairs and matters of public
policy and for that reason I rise in my
place to set myself on record with
the other Members of the Opposition

who have spoken. I do not expect or

that anything 1 say will
change the disposition of the Govern-
ment, as to their public policy as to a
general election or other matters of

believe
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moment, for early in its term wihex
the Government began to depart from
the set rule a warning was issued.
These warnings were unheeded. The
Government persisted in its own way
to such an extent that quite a number
of men crossed the House. Later on
further admonitions were given the
Government, pointing out the risk they
were running and these were of no ef-
fect. Denunciations of the Government
have taken place this session of the
House and other sessions of the
House still without effect, in persuad-
ing the Government to change its at-
titude or alter its course. We have
come therefore Mr. Speaker to a pass
where this Government and its Mem-
bers in this Hon. House of Assembly
are about to place their record, an ac-
count of their whole career, before
the supreme tribunal of the electorate.
The full bench of public opinion will
try the gentlemen sitting in this
House on their merits whether as
Members of the Government or of the
Oppocgition; and it is because I be-
lieve on the showing made, the elec-
tors will be as prompt to punish de-
reliction of duty on the part of the
Government as they were to give the
Government an opportunity to put a
certain policy in force, I feel that my
remarks would be superfluous and
those of other Members of the Opposi-
tion should we go extencively into thLe
case. Of coulse every gentlema: r.s-
ing in his scat on a matter of public
interest has a perfect right to lollow
his own convictions on the lines he
ought to take, Gentlemen on this side
have spoken I believe because con-
vinced it is their moral duty to speak
as they have and the length to which
they have spoken. Personally I think
that in so speaking gentlemen on this
gide of the House have spoken seri-
ously, meaning just what they said,
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have spoken logically, and have spok-
en without passion or prejudice. As
far as I am concerned, sir, I hope to
maintain exactly the same attitude. I
cpeak here in the first place as Tre-
presenting a district in particular. 1
am interested in everything that
makes for the good of the people of
that district and anything I can do to
enable them to make their living easi-
er and with better advantage to them-
selves, anything I can do to alleviate
their hardships or advance their in-
terests I hold myself at their disposal
for. But in a larger sense I hold my-
self here as a Newfoundlander. After
all we do not sit here distinctively;
we do not sit as Government and Op-
position but if we realise our duty in
the true sense we 8it here without
class or distinction but as Newfound-
landers endeavouring to do their ut-
most for their country. Now, Mr.
Speaker; it has sometimes been said
that patrioism is the last resort of
gelf interest. 1 don’t think any man
has a right to sit in this Honourable
House of Assembly unless he is a pat-
riotic Newfoundlander in the true
sense of the word. Patriotism has been
defined a love of country. It is some-
thing more than that something more
than affection however sincere for
that insenate thing we call country,
something more than love for its land-
scape, its natural resources, Patrio-
tism in its deepest sense involves a hu-
man interest in the human beings that
make up a country, involves a deep af-
fection and abiding interest ir all that
makes for their good; or otherwise,
patriotism involves, sir, a concern in
every class of people in that country
whether fishermen pulling their oars,
miners plying their picks and shovels,
whether factory girls busy about their
employment, whether labourers or
artisans, or any class. A man actuated
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by patrioism if he sits in this House
as representative of the peorle is
anxious above all things to co-oper-
ate on all occasions with all men, all
classes of men, no matter what their
political affiliations or other affilia-
ticng, in order to render assistance
on behalf of the interests of all clas-

ses of people in that country. But even
when a man has lived up to that high
conception of patrioism even when a
man has moulded his whole life and
the whole of his actions to live up
to that ideal of patriotism he has
still to be put to a higher test. I
don't think I can put that test in bet-
ter words than those of an outstand-
ing woman martyred during the war:
“Patriotism is not enough; I must
have no hatred and no bitterness to-
wards anyone.” So I say while
opinions might differ as to what is the
best form of public policy to take, as
to what may the best ways and means
to be adopted for the common weal,
as to whether a man does his public
duty best by calling himself g Lib-
eral or a Tory or affiliating himself
with either one political class or an-
other in the community, it doesn’t
make the slightest difference what

form that man’s activities may take

towards the advancement of the com-
mon weal. We can agree to differ,
therefore, because we can differ hon-
estly, and our intentions may be the
best, and there is no reason why aﬁy
man should attack any other man
with bitterness or prejudice; because
if a man is directed by his conscience
it is not for others to say whether he
is honest or dishonest in the form
his activities may take. So whether
sitting here as a Liberal or Tory,
Government or Opposition, I trust we
are all united in that we have one
common object—the benefitting of the
people of the country. Now, Mr.
Speaker, what 1 have to say with re-
gard to the Address in Reply takes
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the same general lines, and my at-
titude is the same thereon as that of
the honorable gentlemen who have
spoken from the Opposition side on
the subject. The honorable gentleman
who moved the Address in Reply was
the member for St. John’s West. He
made out an excellent speech but yet
he didn’'t appeal to me as being up to
his usual good form. I had the
pleasure of listening some little time
ago to him making an address on a
public occasion, when I thought he
did a great deal of credit to himself
and the association for which he
spoke. I think the explanation may
be fairly obvious as to why he didn’t
live up to his usual good form when
he moved the Address on the floors of
the House. The honorable member
for St. John's West is, I think, in-
clined to be honest, is inclined to say
what he means and mean what he
sayvs, but he did not find it possible
to live up to that ideal of public
speaking in his position as a member
of the Monroe Government and spokes-
man for it, and I fear on that occa-
sion his speech showed something
very nearly approaching hollow pre-
tence and insincerity. In spite of his
undoubted ability and excellent edu-
cational claim he utterly failed to
make out a case for his party along
the lines he adopted. His claim, for
instance, that during its course of of-
fice there has been sound, steady and
consistent progress. Well, it must
appear to any looker-on today that
has followed the course of events the
last few years, that the evidence to
be seen is of anything but sound,
steady and consistent progress as a
result of the actions of the Monroe
Government.

If the case were otherwise, why is
there the need for almost universal
charity; certainly charity that
touches all sections of this Island
home of ours. Why is there so much
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resort to the dole? Why the expen-
diture of millions of dollars in public
work, practically wholly and solely
providing relief for thousands of pen-
niless?

Surely under a Government char-
acterized for its sound steady and
consistent progress, such a policy
would not be necessary.

The gentleman who moved the Ad-
dress in Reply also advanced the posi-
tion that the Government had re-
stored order from chaos. Here we
are up against a rather mysterious
reference. It is quite true that the
present Government has held on to
office despite a great many difficul-
ties. They have lost two out of three
byv-elections. In two out of three dis-
tricts the people showed their hostil-
ity to the Government by electing
members to sit in Opposition to the
Government. During their term, the
working majority of the Government,
which was very considerable at first,
has been so reduced that the Govern-
ment could not effectively direct pub-
lic business. During the past two
sessions of the House the Prime Min-
ister has had to admit that that is the
position of the Government. How can
a Government in that position give
satisfaction?—a Government that is
s0 ineffective that it cannot intro-
duce any legislation of a contiguous
nature. They cannot admit here legis-
lation admittedly necessary to the
country. How can a Government in
that position claim to have restored
good corder to this country:

What dces it mean, anyway? If
yvou mean that the House has been
well behaved or that the gentlemen
who sat here have conducted them-
selves with dignity. Surely the Gov-
ernment hasn't got to set the example
in that respect or to act as school-
masters, apart from the respect for
tradition and hereditary tendencies
connected with this place.
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Where the sense of the observation
comes in I cannot say.

Where the Government claims to set
up an orderly government Wwhere
there was a government reputed to be
disorderly, I cannot quite under-
stand. And the honorable gentleman
went right on, Mr. Speaker, and in his
remarks claimed that the present
government has restored honesty in
the place of dishonesty in public
worli., There is no charge preferred
or centered against anybody in par-
ticular. Perhaps the expression was
gualified. I think the reference is to
honesty of administration.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think I can
reasonably be permitted to enquire in
what capacity, in what respect, along
what lines has the present Governmeant
shown any more honesty in adminis-
tration than has any of its predeces-
sors in office. After all, Sir, hon-
esty is a relative term. Honesty has
something to do with modern rela-
tions. Honesty has to do with the
relations between party and party;
honesty has to do in this case with
legislation as between the Adminis-
traticn and a past House as well as
with themselves.

And now let us apply that touch-
stcne. Let us apply that touchstone
to the claim made by the honorable
member for St. John’s West on behalf
of the Government he represented
when he moved the Address in Reply
to the Speeh from the Throne. Let
the present government, in this re-
spect be judged by its deeds.

Now harking to 1924 and consid-
ering the pledges that were then
given to the electorate in respect, for
instance, to the reduction of expen-

diture, in respect to the lightening of

taxes, in respect to tha encourage-

ment of the fisheries even to the ex-
tent of the payment of a bounty on
fish, in respect to other general un-
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dertakings for the greater good and
benefit of the country. Can it be
truly said that the Prime Minister and
the Ministers and membership of the
present Government have lived up to
the undertakings made to the people
—in other words, have they been hon-
est to the people of this country?

Why, Sir, we get the reply to that
even from the Prime Minister him-
self, beause that gentleman has
stated on occasions in this House and
elsewhere that there are promises
and undertakings made by election
reformers during an election campaign
that the practical politician finds im-
possible to put into force when he
takes office and conducts a Govern-
ment. |

And then there was a further re-
mark made, Sir, by the honorable
member for St. John’s West in refer-
ence to the substitution under the
Government of law enforcement for
law breaking, and it appears that this
is also a relative matter. It appears
that the test of law enforcement is,
in the opinion of some honorable
gentlemen .on the other side of the
House, to be applied in respect of
minor offences when considered in re-
lation to that breach of the highest
law of the Empire or of any coun-
try, the law of the constitution. It
is not legal, not lawful, in the opin-
ion of the gentlemen on this side of
the House, and not 1in accordance
with the law of the constitution that
this- Government should continue in
office and then leave the affairs of
the country to be administered by a
party or authorities that are not con-
stituted as such by the vote of the
electorate of this country.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am more in-
terested in the pronouncement made
in the Speech from the Throne in
connection with the fisheries than
with any other subject there dis-
cussed.
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The honorable member for St.
John's West referred to these mat-
ters or matters connected with the
fisheries, as did also the honorable
member for St. George’s, who second-
ed the motion.

Certain claims were made regard-
ing the progress of the industries and
the prosperity of some of those con-
nected with it.

It is difficult to understand, Sir,
why at this late date the Government
has taken the trouble to mention the
subject at all, because it can be very
readily noticed by everybody who
has read the Speech from the Throne
that while it boasts about the mineral
industries, for which the Govern-
ment claims to have a large part of
the credit, in connection with the
pulp industries which they state they
fostered the whole year round, in con-
nection with the tourist traffic which
they claim was to their credit. stili
they did not mention a single claim
of poliecy operative for the prosecu-
tion of the fishing industries of this
country. They made no such attempt
because I claim that they have not
made the effort and so they cannot
take the credit to themselves. On the
other hand, the Government has been
greatly responsible for the conditicon
of the present neglect of the indus-
tries that concern the bulk of the
wage-earners in Newfoundland

And why, why has that been the
case? Not because the Government
has lacked the means of giving ma-
terial assistance to the fisheries .Not
because the Government lacked the
money necessary to apply any big
premium to the fisheries and under
which the fishermen could make pro-
fits more readily and work more effi-
ciently. Because if those who are
listening to me this afternoon will
hark back over the record of the
Government during the past four
years they will find that the Govern-

(it was neglecting the
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ment has secured in the vicinity of
$10,000,000 to be expended on a dock,
on high roads and for ependitxure on
almost anything they cared to take up
and develop.

Nor can the Government claim that
fisheries for
lack of knowledge of the fisheries
themselves or the needs and prosecu-
tion of the fisheries. Why, the Prime
Minister himself and the leading
members of his party are well cog-
nizant with the facts and have ail
the figures necessary to display the
pusitiun.'

Take the gentlemen who moved
and seconded the Address in Reply,
for example. One gentleman has
during the last few months given in-
tensive study and careful thought io
the matter of the fisheries, going in-
to the matter of the by-products of
the fisheries and endeavoring to find
out what other countries have done
with what, in this countrv, has been
waste product, ana his articles in
this connection have appeared in the
local papers. Also, the seconder of
the motion, the honorable member for
St. George’s, has practical knowladge
of the fisheries, So many of his peo-
ple in his distriet depend on the fsh-
eries to make their livelihood on it
and he could advise the Prime Min-
ister and others on the matter.

And lastly, that one fact that at
the last session of this House peti-
tions were brought in signed by some
thousands of fishermen thruocut the
country praying for the Government,
praying that this House, to personal-
ly give them some practical help and
do something for their relief and to
help the fisheries and all connected
with it.

But nothing has been done in the
matter. Nothing of a practical na-
ture has been undertaken; nothing is
being proposed even to be done, of
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that will be beneficial

any nature,

to the fisheries, and stated in the
Speech from the Throne.
Now. Sir, as I said before, I am

practically interested in this subject
for a number of reasons. One is a
district reason. I say that that sec-
tion of the island commonly known
as the South West Coast is perhaps
the outstanding, almost the exclusive-
ly fishing section of thé country. The
people of Burin District, the people of
Fortune Bay, of Burgeo and LaPoile,
get their living by engaging in the
staple industry of the country. And
it is not surprising that I regard the
subject apart from its general inter-
est, as of outstanding importance,
when I get up on the floors of this
House to address this Assembly on
anything. Then there is with me the
further reason, as to the importance
of the fisheries, that in that section
of the country, as in all other sec-
tions along our coastline, I have thlie
feeling that so many tremendous op-
portunities, so many chances of ad-
vantaging the fishermen, are being
inst through lack of development of
the fisheries along sane lines. We
have on the Scuth West Coast, in
Fortune Bay, a herring fishery. It
has been struggling along for years.
Obstacles rather than advantages have
been presented to the people engaged
in that industry. It represents noth-
ing today like the advantage that it
might be to the people of that sec-
tion. Perhaps its development might
make the people of that section ab-
colutely independent of all these ef-
forts that the Government has to un-
dertake so consistently and persist-
ently to help the other sections of
the country. Surely an industry that
holds out such prospects, an indus
try that makes for the economic in-

dependence of the pepole, is an indus-
try worth considering and worth fos-
tering, even more than such under-
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takings as the building of a dry dock,
or a highroads or tourist policy.

Before I pass on this subject I want
to refer to an observation made by
the member for St. George's in con-
nection with the highroads. He com-
plained that his section of the coun-
try had been neglected in these ex-
penditures. He said that he hoped
that later in the season something
would be done to make up for that
neglect. He spoke as if he rather ex-
pected that something would be done
Now I want to be on record in this
respect. If any more hundreds of
thousands or millions of dollars are to
be raised for public purposes, and if
it is contemplated spending them on
tourist roads either in his section or
in any other section of the country,
that it is unfair and absolutely un-
just to leave a section like that of
the South West Coast unprovided
with highroads, to neglect our facil-
ities for fishing, and yet to spend
such a large amount of money on such
luxurious undertakings as I think is
contemplated.

Another reason why I am inclined
to labor this fishery situation is this,
because I believe that one of the ten-
ets of true liberalism, one of the ar-
ticles of faith of the man that is
thoroughly liberal in his political be-
liefs, is that it is the duty of a Gov-
ernment to interfere under economic
conditions which prevent honest in-
dustrious men, men eager for work,
from earning their livelihood and
maintaining their independence. It is
the duty, in my belief, of any govern-
ment body to so direct public affairs,
so govern public policy, as to make it
possible for men of all walks of life
to earn their living, without resort to
charity or dole. Because the obvious
effect is to preserve the enterprise of
the individual, as against the loss of
that independence, which certainly
results when a government has to pro-
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vide dole, and provide charity for a
large number of citizens of any coun-
try, as has been the case during the
past few years. Now I know that in
taking that attitude I am running
counter to those who hold to the op-
posite doctrine of conservatism, that
there should be no interference with
the established order. No interference
with what is regarded as vested
rights and privileges. And i
think that I am only speaking truth-
fuly and in acccord with the facts
when I say this that in these respects
the honorable, the present Prime Min-
ister, has acted throughout his career
in office as a conservative of the con-
gservatives. In his Manifesto the hon-
orable gentleman promised the up-
rooting of public abuses. Promised
the abolition of public extravagance.
He promised to do away with the
wilful expenditure of money that was
justified by nothing but tradition or
usage. Surely it is obvious that un-
dertaking has not been kept. Even
to the payment of a bonus for the
encouragement of the fisheries. And
here again his true conservatism, his
faith in non-interference, prevents
him from putting these pledges into
effect. Undoubtedly his faith that
non-interference should rule was
stronger than his sense of obligation
to the people of this country who
elected him to office on certain de-
finite pledges to undertake in that
respect. When we have come to the
position where with the burden of
taxation increased rather than de-
creased, with increased expenditure
rather than diminished expenditure,
where with the wage-earning capa-
city of the people further decreased,
we have come to the position that is
absolutely intolerable because unbear-
able as far as the people of this
country are concerned.

Now if any government of any
country is simply a system devised
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by the people of that country .71
looking after the wants of the peo-
ple of that country, then this govern-
ment has failed utterly, because the
governing power placed in the hands
of those now representing the pres-
ent administration, the governing pow-
er has not been used to the popuvlar
benefit and for the general popular
good. What has been the record of
that government? Is it not the case
that it has seen the privileged re-
lieved of extraordinary taxation, who
could well afford to carry it, ana has
it not been the case that the taxation
has - been shouldered on the people,
who are already taxed beyond their
capacity. How else can we describe
the Bank Tax, the Income Tax or the
Business Profits Tax. Has not the
present Government devoted itself to
providing further encouragement and
further protection for such under-
takings as local factories. Is it not
the case that the advantages of these
industries has been preserved, and
the benefits of these industries has .
been increased by the actions of the
Government in coffice. Is it not the
fact that the Government has shown
more anxiety to bring to this coun-
try wealthy corporationg and make
liberal concessions to these corpora-
tions to induce them to operate nere,
than it has been to see that the or-
dinary working people of this coun-
try. by so protecting them, that in the
future, if not in the present, they will
get something commensurate with
what the Government voted away on
their behalf. That surely is the case
in connection with Buchans Mine. It
was admitted that the corporation had
tremendously wealthy areas under its
control; it was admitted that there
was a huge demand for very valuable

minerals, admitted that tremendous

profits would accrue from the devel-
opment and the exploitation of these
areas, yet we proceeded to vote away
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readily to that corporation all sorts
of advantages and concessions, and
the position today is that three or
four hundred working men get their
living there by the sweat of their
brews. And there is nothing in the

immediate future to guarantee that,

this country or the people of this
country will ever receive advantages
commensurate with what has been
given away in the shape of conces-
sjons.

There is a matter on which I have
been rather mystified, and that is the
matter of the arrangement made in
respect, first, to that Corner Brook
plant, and next in respect to the Gan-
der River Valley undertaking. |
have been told that at the beginning
of negotiations both of these under-
takings were wrapped up, one in the
other. In other words, if the Cor-
ner Brook plant were to be taken
over by the International Paper Co.,
then the Gander Valley plant was to
be coincidently started, but that for
some reason or other the Government
divided one from the other and allow-
ed them to proceed as independent
pieces of legislation. That may or
may not be true. It it be true, 1t ap-
pears to me that the Government
made a grave mistake there, because
while the terms of Buchans agreement
may not have been advantageous to
the Company, surely there was a
chance of his altering it so as to
make the arrangement as nearly per-
fect as possible, and so secure a
double advantage to the country at
the same time. If it be not true, then
I think that the honoralble leader cf
the Government in his subsequent re-
marks should make that plain to the
country, because a great many un-
favorable reflections are being made
on his administration because of that
reputed fact.

Another matter, Mr Speaker,
mystifies me, too,

that
in common with

113

other gentlemen on this side of the
House, is the reputed standing of the
Corner Brook undertaking under the

International Paper Company, as
compared with the statement that
was submitted to this House when

that legisiation was considered at the
last session. There were certain
documents, some of them confidential
—and which I do not propose to dis-
cuss now—and some open to the gen-
eral public as well as to members of
this House, but all of them permit-
ting to show first, that the Internation-
al Paper Company was the only con-
cern in for the acquisition of this
property, and secondly, that if the the
International Paper Co. did not ac-
quire that property, then there was
nothing left but bankruptcy ahead,
and that this Government would not
lose only on the bonds guaranteed,,
but also lose the interest on the bonds,
Subsequently a statement was issued
by the International Paper Company
showing the exceedingly advantage-
ous position of the Company and cer-
tainly showing nothing like the posi-
tion as presented to this House by the
Government at the last session of the
Legislature. For the sake of the un-
rest that this has created in the
public mind and for the sake of those
in the House who facilitated the pass-
age of that Gander measure, I think
the Leader of the Government should
make some extensive explanation of
this phase of that matter later on.

The only other matter with which
I would like to deal, and that very
briefly, is the announcement as made
in the Speech from the Throne that
the Government are considering or
have planned to undertake a diver-
sion of the railroad line around the
Topsails and at the same time to re-
rail the western section of the line.
The matter I would like to have clear-
ed up in this connection is whether
that undertaking is going to be made
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at the Government’s own violition or
is it at the request of those who are
contemplating mining operations at
Buchans Mine. Are we to regard the
diversion of the railroad there as an
inescapable necessity or an act of
further relief or charity, or as an ad-
ditional concession to the Company
who have already got some little con-
cessions in respect to their opera-
tions at Buchans Mine. Now, if the
Leader of the Government will satis-
fy our minds on some of these points
I have raised in respect to Corner
Brook, in respect to the Gander Val-
ley, in respect to the diversion of the
railroad at Buchans, and, very im-
portantly from my point of view, in
respect to the activities of the High-
roads Commission during the present
vear, I think he will be doing a duty
to the country and he will be making
some very important issues clear to
the people of the country.

On motion the Debate on Address
in Reply was deferred until to-mor-
TOW.

COMMITTEE ON ACT TO AMEND
LAW SOCIETY

Pursuant to order and on motion of
the Hon, the Minister of Justice the
House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the Bill en-
titled “An Act to Amend the Law
Society Act.”

Mr. Speaker left the chair.

Mr. Puddester took the
Committee.

HON. MINISTR OF JUSTICE—Mr.
Chairman, I fear this is a subject that
most honorable members cannot be
very much interested in. As will be
observed by those who have read the
Bill, it shortly amounts to a substitu-
tion of a certain section of present
Acts governing the Law Society. The
Bill came into my hands purely pro
forma and was not prepared in the
ordinary way of submissicn by the

chair of

.old Act be repealed.
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GCovernment, as it was prepared by
the Law Society. Perhaps it will save
the time of the House if I should run
through the Bill briefly before the
sections are formally read. Section
One provides that Section Five of the
The words are
exactly the same. The old section
says. (Reads.) The only alteration
made is that “Provided such ex-Attor-
ney General or retired Judge shall be
actually residing in Newioundian.
Section Two provides that Section Six
of the old Act be repealed and that
there shall be eight Benchers of the
Law Society instead of seven. Sec-
tion Three provides that Section Seven
of the said Act be repealed. The
idea now is that the election of the
Benchers shall be held annually in-
stead of triennially, and Sections
Five and Six provide the method to
meet the change and conditions for
the holding of elections. Sections
Eight and Nine are practically the
same, except to meet the alterations
from candidates and Benchers. In
Section Ten the old Act is cut out by
this Section Six and substitutes this
new mode of election. The old sec-
tion Ten under which Benchers held
cffice reads as follows: (Reads).
The new Section is: (Reads). The
idea is to keep in office a set of
Benchers who are familiar with the
work and, on the other hand, it is felt
Cesirable to have new members do
their share. of the work. Section
Seven repeals Section Sixteen of the
old Act, meaning that a person must
have completed eight yvears at the Bar
now, instead of five vears, before he is
qualified to become a Bencher. Sec-
tion Eight is word for word the same
as Section Nineteen of the old Act.

The only thing in conection with

the whole matter that is any differ-

ent is in the new qualifications. The
gualifications for entrance at present
is Junior Associate and that has Heen
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mads Senicr Matriculation Standard,
and as regards the Memorial College
that is given the same recognition for
two vears’ attendance as one year in
other universities. A man gets the
benefit of a year off from two years
in the Memorial College. The old
provision still stands, it will be no-
ticed, for students attending Law
gchool outside the Colony, and their
service counts. Nothing of any im-
portance practically is changed ex-
cept the entrance examination, and
the standard now of Matriculation in-
stead of Senior Associate. I merely
wish to say to the Committee that the
object of this Bill is simply to endeav-
our as far as the Benchers of the
[Law Society are concerned to raise
the standard of legal education. A
particular interest in the raising of
this educational standard was taken
by the late Mr, Browning and that has
been decidedly mintained by the
present Chief Clerk and Registrar of
the Supreme Court, Sir William Lloyd,
who takes a particular interest in the
students’ work. He is one of those
who in his capacity not alone as a
Bencher but one who might be termed
an enthusiast in the interest he takes
particularly in the matter of legal
education; and he is the one {from
whom I present these recommend-
ations. I say that merely to show the
purpose of the Bill ,and I think 1
might say that in connection with any
legal work that may be asked to be
done on behalf of the public. I think
it would be rather a good position to
take. If the public socme time may
have to become the victim of lawyers,
it is a good thing to see, as is done by
this Bill, that the best possible ser-
vice is supplied in return for fees
charged, for that is the purpose of
this Bill, to try and insure such ser-
vices by maintaining a high standard
cf education.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.
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The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred and had
passed the said Bill without amend-
ment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted and with wunanimous
consent the said Bill was read a third
time and passed and it was ordered
that the said Bill be engrossed, being
entitled as above, and that it be sent
to the Legislative Council with a mes-
sage requesting the concurrence of
that body in its provisions.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
C. OF E. COLLEGE BILL

Purguant to order, and on motion of
Hon. the Prime Minister, the House
resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Bill entitled
“An Act to Provide for the Granting

of a Loan for the Church of England
College.” :

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Puddester took the Chair of
Committee.
HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—

Mr. Chairman, I explained yesterday
that an alteration had to be made in
this Bill as compiled in the resoclu-
tions, in the second clause where we
have inserted “not exceeding $152,000
instead of $125,000.”

Capt. Randell was not here vester-
day when I made the explanation. He
asked that question as to whether
$125,000 covered the whole amount
under mortgage. 1 had a statement
showing me that they had $125,000
borrowed on the College building
but the property to be under mort-
gage is to be all Church of Englaud
property and I have had a statement
prepared which shows that $455.000
worth will have to be covered by the
mortgage.

Spencer Lodge, purchased
from Mr Bowring, on Ren-
nie’'s Mill Road..........cccisvvennse. $89,000
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B

Spencer College, Bond St......... 50,000

Field Hall, Cavendish Square
with equipment and site 25,000

The Site on Bond St., Carew

St., with tenement houses.... 50,000
Number of pledges for new
Building 50,000

That does not place any value on
the present Bishop Feild College,
which is out of repair and it is need-
less to have it valued in this state-
ment, But the value of the property
is $455,000, less mortgage for $152,000
(that is $125.000 on Bishop Feild Col-
lege; $12,000 on Spencer College, $15,-
000 on Spencer Lodge). Deducting
$152,000 from $445,000 leaves $303,000
of assets, with mortgages deducted.

Now, if you take $80,000 from that
it leaves $223,000 net assets, to which
you have got to add $50,000 which they
have got to collect on pledges; so
there is a balance of $273,000 as se-
curity, counting $50,000 which is to
come to redeem pledges to the East-
ern Trust Company.

The Eastern Trust Company is pre-
pared to lend a further $80,000 to
Bishop Feild College provided it is
guaranteed by the Government. 1
suggest that the Bill be read.

HON. LEADER OF OPPOSITION,
—Mr, Chairman, I would like to ask
the Honourable the Prime Minister if
he has received any protest from any
gentlemen with regard to this Bill.

HON. PRIME MINISTER.—Mr.
Chairman, not a protest; but T did
have a letter from four gentlemen
today,—Mr. McKay, Mr. Horwood, Mr.
Emerson and Mr. Murray—in which
they stated that owing to the import-
ance of the matter they thought it
might be delayed for a few days. 1
wrote them in reply this morning that
they did not give any particular rea-
son, and one of the signatories at least
knew about the Bill a fortnight ago
(Mr. Horwood) because he was dis-
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cussing it with me. They did not say
what their particular reason was for
delaying this matter and I pointed
cut in the letter that I wrate to Mr.
McKay this morning that the Direc-
tors of the College were urging us to
put the Bill thru and unless they had
some definite reason for delay, we
could not accede to their request.

M. HICKMAN.—Mr. Chairman, it
is difficult to have very much to say
in reference to the reports that I h=ar
on the street, but I have heard that
there are some very prominent Church
of England people who are very much
against the raising of this money thru
the Government. And a great many
people are mis-informed as to Lhe
way in which this is to be done. 1
heard a report last night from a pro-
minent citizen whe had the idea that
the Government were to advance the
$80,000 in cash and to keep back each
vear’s contributions to the college to
pay for that sum. I do not know what
the letter of protest the Prim~ Min-
ister received contained, whether it
was a protest. I understand it con-
tained a request to defer the Legis-
lation.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
I simply said that owing to the im-
portance of it, time had to b2 given
to the consideration of it. |

MR. HICKMAN.—Would the Prime
Minister be good enough fto tell the
House who composed the Commniittee
which waited on the Government io
ask this loan.

HON. THE PRIME MINISTER.—
The Committee that waited on the
Government consisted of Mr. Alec
Winter, Mr. Leonard Outerbrides,
Hon, Tasker Cook and Mr. Eric
Bowring.

MR. HICKMAN.—It seems clause
five leaves a lot of power in the hands
of the Minister of Finance. I do not
suppose that it makes much difference.
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HON. THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE
~The idea was merely to empower
him to stop their grants.

MR. HICKMAN.—Before the Bill
goes through I just want to put my-
self on record as being against the
principle of the Government guaran-
teeing money for an institution of this
kind. I am not voting against the
Bi’l, but I am opposed to the prin-
ciple. '

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered
the matter to them referred and had
passed the said Bill without amend-
ment.

On motion this report was received
and adopted, and with wunanimous
consent the said Bill was read a third
time and passed, and it was ordered
that the said Bill be engrossed, be-
ing entitled as above, and that it be
sent to the Legislative Council with a
message requesting the concurrencce
of that body in its provisions.

SECOND READING OF BILL TO
AMEND CROWN LANDS ACT

On motion of Hon. the Minister of
Agriculture and Mines the second
reading of An Act to Amend Chapter
129 of the Consolidated Statutes (3rd
series) entitled “of Crown Lands,
Timber, Mines and Minerals”.

MR. BRADLEY.—Mr. Speaker, be-
focre this Bill goes to a vote on the
cecond reading, I would like to draw
the attention of the House to one
feature, the expediency of which is
not auite clear in my mind. I[n effect
the Bill provides that only those per-
sons who shall have applied to ihe
Department of Agriculture and Mines
for a licence and paid five dollars for
such license are entitled to look for
minerals. Up to the present every
citizen of this country, and people
outside of it, have had and exercised
the right to search for minerals and

117

make application for mining loca-
tions. Upon what grounds is the
change made. Why are citizens to be
deprived cof that right. Assuming, for
the sake of argument, that I happea-
ed to be a man down in the bottom
of White Bay and that in the course
of my work I came acress what I con-
ceived to be a valuable deposit of
mineral. Under such circumstances
I am not permitted to make any ap-
plication for mining location. The
Act goes further. If I had actually
seen the mineral on 