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March 10, 1975 

The House met at 11:00 A.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Tape 270 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS: 

IB-1 

HON. J.C. CROSBIE (MINISTER OF FISHERIES): Mr. Speaker, first I 

would like to inform the House that Private Members Day will be 

tomorrow, Tuesday, if the House concurs. I hope the House will 

concur because Wednesday will be Budget Day which is normally Private 

Members Day. The official opposition have agreed or suggested that 

tomorrow would be their choice for Private Members Day. 

Another point, Mr. Speaker. I would just like to make a 

statement now that the government intends to ask the House, and 

notice of motion will be given tomorrow, to appoint a select committee 

of the House in connection with matters pertaining to the inshore 

fishery. What we propose is to ask the House to appoint a select 

committee and the resolution will contain the names of the members 

who we would like to suggest the House should serve on it. I will 

not move the motion today so that we can get from the Leader of the 

Opposition the names of the persons he wants to represent them on 

the committee. 

The idea would be to appoint a select committee. We are 

going to ask the member for Placentia East to chair the committee, 

a -select committee on the inshore fishery to consider the present 

condition of the inshore fishery of the Island of Newfoundland and 

the coast of Labrador, the problems facing inshore fishermen, fish 

plant operaters and those involved in the inshore fishery and to 

consider any matters having an influence upon or pertaining to the 

said inshore fishery, the usual power to call for persons and papers 

and to hear evidence from interested parties and to report back to 

the House by April 30. That date was chosen 1of course 1 because the 

Government of Canada is su~r-ded to have concluded their studies by 

that time and to be anr.~.incing or ready to announce what measures 

they are going to take in connection with the East Coast fishery for 
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the rest of this year. At that time the provincial government will 

have to decide what steps it 'ldll have to take this year in connection 

particularly with the inshore fishery. 

Now, we do not expect, Mr. Speaker this is not a royal 

commission - a royal couonission report. This select couonittee would 

give interested parties here in the Province of Newfoundland a chance 

to outline what they consider to be the present state of the fishery 

and the problems and what they suggest are some of the answers or some 

of the things that government may do. Sinre their meetings would 

be public, it will give a chance for the problems of the inshore 

fishery to be discussed and reported to the public. It will be 

some value in explaining to the public just what the main problems 

are and to get p~blicity for them. It will not be asked to consider 

any problems in connection with the offshore fishery or the present 

trawler situation. The cormnittee would be asked to restrict itself 

to the problems particularly that affect the inshore fishery. 

The co11D11ittee itself could hold its hearings during the 

ne·xt six or eight- weeks in the mornings or sometimes during the 

~fternoon so long as we have a quorum in the House. Then it can 

report to the House as to what it thinks the main problems are or 

any sugg~stions the committee may have as to what approaches the 

government should take or what the real problems of the fishery 

are. The Department of Fisherie~ will provide staff or secretary 

for the committee and other necessary arrangements will have to be 

made by the chairman and the committee. We will see that whatever 

staff is needed is provided. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. CROSBIE: Yes, the committee also if it wishes can arrange to 

go to five or six centers of the province so it will be easier for 

people to make~ 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Not just Placentia East. 

MR. CROSBIE: Not just Placentia East - to make any representations 

they want to. So, as we see it, this could be a valuable opportunity 
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for members of the House to be fully informed on what the situation is
1 

and the public 1and for us to have a chance to hear what the views 

of the committee then are as to what should be done. So, tomorrow 
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I will give notice of that once I have had ;i clmnce to confer with 

the Leader of the Opposition as to whome the Opposition would like to 

have on the committee. 

NOTICE OF .OTIONS: 

MR. SPF.AKER: The honourable Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. CROSBIE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice of the following resolution, 

that a select committee of this House consisting of the }fember for 

St. John's South as Chairman, and the l-'inister of Education, the Minister 

of ~•unicipal Affairs and l!ousinp;, the }~ember for St. Georges, the Hember 

for Grand Falls, the Leader of the Opposition and the 'Member for Hermitage, 

be appointed to consider the law and the regulations that should govern 

the financing of provincial election cnmpaip;ns, includini all questions 

with reference to elccti.on contributions and expenses, the possible 

financing of election expenses from the Public Treasury, the possible 

limitations upon amounts to be spent by candidates and political parties 

during election campaigns, the disclosure of contributions made to 

candidates and political parties for election purposes and all matters 

pertai~ing thereto, with power to call for persons, papers and records 

and all other materials.to examine witnesses under oath and to hear 

evidencc> from all interested parties and with the power to sit while 

the Fouse is in ncssion or is adjourned. 

Nr. Speaker, it was ment:l,oned in the Speech from the Throne 

that we would a~k the House to appoint such a committee which can sit 

either 1-1hile the Jlouse is in session or after the House closes in Hay 

because it may be necessary for them to sit lon~er than that. There 

is a lot of information now available on the law in other provinces, 

royal col'llllission reports. T-Je have asked the Province of Ontario to 

forward us their new legislation and the royal commission report they 

had there. There is the federal legislation royal commission report 

so there is a lot of information that will be available for that 

committee. Of course, they also can hear submissions from any interested 
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parties and 1hopefully, recommend legislation that could be introduced 

in the next session of the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any other notices of motion? 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN: 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health. 

DR.A. ROWE: Answer to question number four on the Order Paper of 

the sixth of March: No payments were made by the Department of 

Health during the fiscal year ended March 31, 1974, to Nacom Limited, 

McLean Public Relations or to International Events. The honourable 

member can give the names of any other companies - which I do not know -

I shall endeavour to answer the portion of his question. Parts two, 

three and four of the question are not applicable. 

In answer to the question posed by the honourable Hemher for 

Labrador South, I understand there is an amount of $4.5 million of 

federal funding available for 197 5-76, but this amount is not for 

Labrador in general, but only for communities designated as native 

settlements. The disbursement of this fund is under the control 

of the Joint Federal-Provincial Committee and an agreement for 

assistance to natives. The co-ordinator for this committee is an 

official of the Department of Rehabilitation and Recreation and I 

would suggest that the honourable member might communicate with the 

honourable minister of that department for further information. 

The fact is that we have no information in the Department of 

Health that $1 million of this amount of $4.5 million is earmarked 

for help. That is the specific answer. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Hinister of Education. 

MR. OTTENHEillER: Mr. Speaker, I wish to tahle a reply to a 

question asked by the honourable Member from Bell Island which appeared 

on the Order Paper of March 6, presently. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible . 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Yes. 
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ORAL QUESTlO'l~: 

The honourable Member for llell Island. 

:11:. Speaker, I put a question to the ~i a is ter of l!eal th 

last weel· about the health l>azards at hoth Bucl1ans and St. Lmrrence , but 

! th.ink the r.iinister mu·st h::we misun<lers.tootl r.ry ouestion l-ecause he riid 

not a':l.swer t he l)art c1ealin11 with t he deaths of miners in St. Lawrence 

as a result of expos 11re to radiation in t he mine. flould the minister care 

oow to make a statec ent on tha t situation t here, if thcre is any thing ,to 

the reports or i.f t hl'l nini~ter' s dc'>art:rnent are investi1?atir.n the 

si tu11tion at St . La•,:rcnce? 

The honourable ~•iniste-c of Health. 
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DR. ROWE: Distinctly, the portion regarding Buchans, I have looked 

up the Hansard of that date, and there is no mention of St. Lawrence. 

I have a statement which I will be prepared to give to the House 

within the next day or two on the St. Lawrence situation. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, would the minister also care to include 

in his statement the health hazard at the phosphorous plant at Long 

Habour, the dust situation at the pelletizing plant in Labrador City, and 

a report on Baie Verte, asbestosis, you know, as reported in Baie Verte? 

I would like to have all -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Well, there is a report rumoured, you know, in Baie Verte. 

There is some concern about it, let me put it that way. I would like to have 

the whole thing -

AN HON. MEMBER: The health hazards. 

MR. NEARY: Right, the health hazards - the whole thing included in one 

report. 

__pR. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, in answer to that1now that he has included several 

others, it is obviously going to take quite a bit longer to get the relevant 

information, but in due course, I will be happy to make the statements 

on these various areas. 

MR. NEARY: I thank the minister. 

Mr. Speaker, I put a question to the Minister of Rehabiliation 

and Recreation about the government's involvement in the sU111111er games. 

I still do not have the answer. Does the minister have the information 

today? 

HON. T. DOYLE (Minister of Rehabiliation and Recreation): No. 

MR. NEARY: No, still no answer. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister of Provincial 

Affairs, Sir, could inform the House what action he has taken or the government 

have taken on a request to investigate car prices in this province? 
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MR. SPEAl<ER: Orders of the day. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, is the minister going to answer the question? 

The Member for Bonavista South, Sir, requested the minister to investigate 

car prices in the province. What action has the miniseer taken on this 

request? 

HON. G. DAWE (Minister of Provincial Affairs and Environment): (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Well has the minister received any requests to investigate 

car prices in this province? Does the minister intend to investigate 

car prices in this province? 

_!Ill. DAWE: (Inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, I am dissatisfied with the minister's 

answer, and I wish to debate it, Sir, on Thursday afternoon during the 

late show. 

Mr.- Speaker, would the Minister of Tourism care to inform 

the House if tenders have been called yet for resoo~ation work on the 

former CN coastal vessel known as the Kyle? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Tourism. 

RON. T. V. HICKEY (Minister of Tour:lsm): I am not sure, Mr. Speaker, 

I got the question right. Rave tenders been called for restoration of 

the Kyle? Who said we were restoring that? 

MR. NEARY: The Minister of Health during the election. 

MR. EVANS: What about the Titanic? 

MR. RICKEY: Mr. Speaker, there have been no tenders called for the 

restoration of the Kyle. I will get the honourable member some details 

on the Kyle in a m~tter of a few days to sort that problem out. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Member for Hermitage. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Hon. Premier. 

In view of the announcement made by the Minister of Fisheries of the 

select committee of the House, I am wondering what now becomes of the 

Premier's stated intention of last Fall to establish a board of enquiry 

to study all aspects of the fishery? Would there be a board of enquiry 

in addition to this select conunittee? 
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HON. J.C. CROSBIE (Minister of Fisheries): Mr. Speaker, the 

position on that is that there are a number of studies underway now 

with the federal government and with the provincial government. The 

House is also going to be asked to appoint a select collllllittee, as I just 

said, on the inshore fishery. There has been no industrial enquiry 

commission appointed or any royal commission appointed for several 

reasons. Among the reasons are, the difficulties we are having in finding 

a suitable chairman, that is one reason, and another major reason 

is because everybody involved in the fishery is being
1

and they !;ave been 

consulted, have been so busy submitting briefs and putting information 

before the various agencies of the_ federal government and the province 

and busy in connection with other matters that are now currently in dispute, 

both the union and the Fisheries Association, that they suggested to us 

that we should delay the appointment of ' any such commission of enquiry. They 

simply do not have the staff and resources to be submitting briefs and 

appearing before it, as well as everything else they a~~ doing in connection 

with the present crisis. A third reason is that while such an enquiry 

may very well be quite valuable,even if appointed now it is extremely 

unlikely that it would report for at least a year. What we are grappling 

with now is a plan for this year that is going to ensure that the 

fishery survives this year, until the next two or three;and then developing 

any plan like that, we cannot wait for the report of the royal collllllission 

that will not be in for at least twelve months. So while 
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the government_ have not decided not to go ahead w:lth such a Commission 

of F.nnuiry it has not heen appointed yet,and it is unlikely that 

it '"'Ould he for nerhans several months more ~,hen we are clear as to 

nhat is ha.rmeri:lnp.; this year. In the meantime if honourable gentlemen 

have any sup.;p.:estions as to who would he an appropriate chairman for 

such a horly we Pould be p,lad to receive their sup;gestions. 

'·'fR. ~PE/I.KE~ : 1'he Fon. Hemr.er for ~onavista North. 

"R. P. S. THm!S: "'r. S!>ealrer, I would like to direct a question 

to the }linister of Forestry and Agriculture. In view of the fact that 

man,· of our local farmers are in financial difficulties because of 

the marketing conditions, and also in view of the fact that the 

agricultural ministers in our sister Atlantic Provinces have approached 

the federal government for financinp; aid for their local farmers, has 

the minister also approached the federal government for aid for our 

local farmers in Newfoundland? 

'9L_ Sl'_F!i,KER: The llon. Minister of Forestry and Agriculture. 

JlON. _ _F._ COLLINS (MINISTER OF FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURE): Mr. Speaker, 

in r~sponse to that I presume the honourable member is making reference 

to some of the problems which ex'ist in the potato busi.ness in 

>-fusr,ravetm-m. The 6fficials of the department were in Musgravetown 

-about three weeks ago, and met with those farmers who cared to attend. 

A •fair amount of information has been documented. The situation is 

be:l.ng monitored dailv. As time goes on we will determine what might 

or might not be necessary to be done. 

With regards to the second part of the <JUestion
1
we are in daily 

contact, you m:lght say, with the federal minister concerning not only 

notatoes but a lot of other commodities. I hope to be in a position 

in a few days to make a statement on it. 

~'P.. SPFAY:P.R: The Hon. '~em1,er for Rell Island. -----
MF. NF.ARY: ~1r. Sneaker, I wonder if the }linister of Tourism ----·--· 
could answer a question to the House. Could the minister inform the 

House what action he has tal<en to recover excess travel allowances 

made in connection 1-1ith the Silver Anniversay Celebrations as re-ported 
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in the Auditor-General's Report? 

MR. SPEAKER: That question could go on the Order Paper. 

MR~_NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the minister could 

inform the House if the ~ractice of issuing excess travel allowances 

in his department in connection with Confederation Celebrations are 

still continuing or not? 

Order, please! The honnourable Member for Bell Island 

is changing words of the question which_ is essentially the same question 

as asked previously. 

f,!R:_N~ARY: No, no, Sir, I asked the minister -

MR~-~~EAKER: That question is out of order. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I asked the minister if the practice was 

still continuing. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

question. 

MR. NEARY: 

Order, please! The Chair has made a ruling on that 

Well, Mr. Speaker, will the minister inform the House of 

the whereabouts of films, and slides produced for his department h;v 

George McLean? And has he found the hundred prints that could not 

be accounted for as reported 01 page 23 of th~ Auditor-General's Report? 

MR. SPEAKER: That question can go on the Order Paper. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, could the minister res,onsible for dumps 

tell us if a decision has been taken yet on the location of a regional 

dump for the St. John's area, or has a decision been made to locate 

the dumo in the Harbour Main District, or in the minister's own district? 

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the nay. 

MR. __ NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am waiting for an answer from the 

minister responsible for dumps. 

t-<R. SPEAKER: I am sure the honourable Member for Bell Island 

is aware that a minister is not required to answer a question. I waited 

for a very short while, and there was no reply from the minister. 

MR. NEARY: The senior Member for Harbour Main, Sir. ls the minister 

going to answer the question? 

~~ • SPEAKER: The Hon. Hinister of Provincial Affairs and Environment. 
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J.!9..N. G. DAI·~ (!-fINlSTEl! OF J>l>OVT-:-!CIAL AFFJ\TP.S J\Nll ENVIl:OMIIENT) : I was 

unrler the fMnression that it t·'<lS a rule of t his flou.<:c t!\at d1en a 

nerson 1,ns refereed to he t••oulr1 either be referred to as the 

honour at-le n<"Jnber, or th'! l:onourahle oinister of such and such a 

den;irtl'lent. l'e do not knew to ~•horo he is ref.crriniz the Question. 

rear: l'c-ar! 

',11>_ ',FA":Y: !11 not the !-linii:ter of Pt:ovincial Affairs hetter 

>'.J. SJ>ri\KF": nrrler. nleasc! 

l'ould he C,'lt:C to tell us H the r.overnme11t lave yet 

taken the decision on 1:here the re~ional d=n is r.oinr. to be located 

for the St .. Jo!m' s area? 

nrrlcr, nlea:ac ! The renhrastnr. of the Quest.ion hy 

the honourable "eroher for nell Island is out of order. The C:hair 

recosmi?.es another honourable memher. 

•m . 'IT.A''Y: 'r. ~np.aJ,er, T have a nucstion for t he Hon. ~linistcr 

of Justice. 

nrder, nle11<:P ! The Chair has recol!nized another 

honour ahle Mem~er. I g:1e,;s :;i.nce no othe.r honourahl e meml•er has 

a nuestion, T wil 1 reco~nizc the honourable Member for Jlel l Island . 

,.,r . Sneaker, T 1·ould lil:c to ask the !'l'ini ster of Justice 

:l f t he 'linister of J>ul-lic 'lorl:s tms actir.p, on instructions from the 

•·1nister of .Ju,sticc •~hen he carried out a recent ins!)ection of l'ot:t Townshend 

accOU1panied by one or two police officers who were on duty at the time. 

~ RON . MEMBER: 

'!R. ROBERTS: 

hecause of 1 t. 

llR, ~Pf.J\KF,ll: 

lie was all alone. 

l~1at does ~e mean all alone , a ooliceman was demoted 

0rder , olease! 

HotL r. A . nr.1C1>.N: I t is an internal matter that c;ime before a 

dul v constituted tril;unal under the nrovisions of the Newfoundland 

r.onstahularv Act . It i" noP t he subject matter of an aopeal from 

the dec:lsion of that tt:ihunal. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

MR. SPEAKER: Order 3, second reading of a bill entitled, 

"An Act Respecting the Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro 

Electric Corporation." I think the honourable Member for 

Hermitage adjourned the debate and he has five minutes left. 

MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, first of all I would just like to 

reiterate one of the points I was making late on Friday, in 

response to the Premier's statement on Friday in which he indicated 

that it was his government's intention to introduce legislation 

to, I presume, nullify the effects of section 26 of the bill 

before us, and other sections relating to the answerability or 

the lack of it, the answerability of the Cabinet to the House on 

matters of borrowing for the Lower Churchill Development in particular. 

At that time I said, and I would like to repeat, that 

the Premier's undertaking, verbal undertak~ng, to introduce that 

legislation, is not good enough under the circumstances and that the 

way to remedy the weaknesses, the affronts which are contained in 

section 26 and 27 and subsequent sections related to the financing, 

the way to remedy those weaknesses is not in the way the Premier has 

suggested, to pass the present bill then introduce some legislation 

which would have the effect of nullifying the present bill, but 

the way to remedy that situation is to introduce amendments now 

to section 26 and the other related sections, and I call upon the 

Premier to do that during COllmlittee stage,. to introduce the amendments 

which will have the effect of making the Power Corporation and 

Cabinet answerable to the House on the matters of borrowing which 

are provided for in section 26. 

If the Premier does not do it, we in the oppositon 

intend to do it, and I give notice on behalf of my colleagues 

on this side of the House, that we will introduce a number of 

amendments to the offending sections, particularly section 26 and 

27 and the others, amendments which will make the Power Corporation 

and the Cabinet, the Lieutenant-Governor-in~Council, answerable to 

the House on the matters we have mentioned and to which we take 
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objection. 

We have already drafted a number of amendments and 

we now 11:ive notice that these will be brought before the House 

during committee stage. I would much prefer that the Premier 

would see the wisdom of what the Member for St. John's South, 

the Member for St. John's East, the Member for St. John's North, 

the Leader of the Opposition, and others on this side of the 

House have said. I would like for the Premier to see the wisdom 

of what we have advocated on this matter and introduce himself 

the amendments which will have the effect of making the House the 

final control point, the rightful control point, Mr. Speaker, 

in matters related to incurring large capital debts in the name 

of the province. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I have the dilemma that most 

members of this House have at this particular time. We find the 

bill commendable, good in many, many respects. A number of the 

principles, particularly as they relate to the hydro development, 

are principles we want dearly to support, but we cannot support 

them if in casting our vote we also lend any credibility to the 

deliberate attempt in this bill to muzzle the House, to rob the 

House of its rightful control in money matters. 

That is the dilemma, Mr. Speaker. The Premier and his 

colleagues can solve that dilemma for all of us by introducing 

amendments to which I have referred, and if not we shall introduce 

them and the Premier and his colleagues can then solve our dilemma 

by supporting our amendments
1

and if he does and if his colleagues 

support our amendments on the opposition side, we can then find 

ourselves able to support the bill; a bill which in many respects 

is a very good bill 1but which good is completely obviated, completely 

wiped out, by this monstrous provision, in section 26 and the other 

related sections. 

I appeal, Mr. Speaker, to all members on both sides of the 

House to support our amendments if we have to put them on section 26. 
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The Minister of Mines says it is nonsense, Well, I will leai;e him 

to clarify that when he gets up to speak. It is not nonsense, 

Mr. Speaker. It is a grave affront to the House when it is 

suggested that the House should have, I am sorry, the Cabinet 

should have unlimited borrowing power and there is no way we 
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on this sicle of the House can . stand for that or can support it and 

we can only support the bi 11 if provisions are made to wipe out the 

offending sections. 

~R. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, I should like to thank the honourable 

members present for allowing me to rise a second time. Heing 

not in a very good condition to conduct a debate on Friday, I 

have hopefully recovered my senses enough to conduct it in a 

rational manner this morning. Although section twenty-six seems 

to get on a lot of peoples' nerves, as I said in my opening remarks, 

the bill is essentially a reworking of the act which governs the 

Prn.1er Commission. and as such bringing all of the hydro-electric 

power of the province top;ether, I think,it is something that none 

of us can really argue with the principle of. 

There are certain controversial sections of the bill to which 

I will address myself later, but I think it should be noted at this 

point that the federal government, even though they are providing 

considerable amounts of funds for this project, are getting away 

relatively easy when compared to projects in other parts of the 

nation, such as the Svncrude Development, the Prince Edward Island 

project and this kit'd of thing. One has to ask why. Is it because 

of bad blood between the federal and provincial governments? Is it 

because of lack of powerful negotiations on the part of our people 

who are conducting for the province,or is it because our representatives 

in Ottawa, in particular Newfoundland's minister in the cabinet, has 

not clone his job? 

In all of this, the question that keeps coming back and coming 

back is where is Don? What is happening up there? Perhaps it is 

about time we had a new representative in the federal cabinet. 

I would like to address myself, Mr. Speaker, to the broad 

principle of this bill as it effects Labrador. To us this bill and 

the whole concept which is embodied therein is more than just another 

act, more than just another corporation, more than just another 

industrial development. It is symbolic to us in Labrador. It comes 

at a time when we are questioning ourselves where we are going. We 

are questioning where we fit into the provincial scheme of things, and 
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we are casting serious questions on the reasons for the state that 

we are in today. 

The bill, "An Act Respecting The Newfoundland And L-abrador 

Hydro-Electric Corporation" 1s to us a symbol of something that 

goes to the very roots of our society in Labrador. We have seen 

from the earliest days of colonization an extractive process whereby 

the resources of Labrador have been tapped for the benefit of those 

outside. We have received from those resources, I believe, the mere 

scraps from the table. 

Io the early days of the fishing industry, perhaps the 

world's greatest fishing effort was conducted on the Labrador Coast 
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when thousarnls and thous:mds of fis!lin1' vessels, not _iust fron the Island 

of Newfoundlancl, but from the Haritimes and fron the t!ew Enrlanc1 States, 

went to fish in Lal,rnclor waters and the Fhole industrial, commercial 

enterprise connected with that fishery was not in the least concerned 

wit,·, the ])lir,ht o_f. the people on the Labrador Coast and any benefits 

ve cerivec1 fror;,. that fishery were incidental, the scraps from the table. 

'.le sm-11 folloi!in~ · that, the openin~ of the J argest open pit iron ore mine 

in the nation, nerhaps in ,forth America, if I am correct. Hhat did we 

get out of it? A few paltrv dollars in royal ties, the hulk of which 

cane to benefit the people on the Islanct of newfoundland. '·'e are not 

compla:1.ning that the money was spent on the Island of Newfoundland. 

rn,2t 1-,e are complaining about was that ue did not get our fair and 

equitable share. He clid not even get the jobs. lfanpower did not see 

fit to recruit on the Labrador Coast and we were told that we were 

unfit even for the menial labour jobs because, one reason was given, 

we could not even read the safety signs, adding insult to injury. 

Pollowing that·, North .tunerica' s last remaining stand of black 

snruce forest 1,•as tapped. -\n industrial plant was supposed to have 

been built in Labrac1.or to utilize that forest. /It the eleventh hour 

we were told that the plant was r;oinr to be taken from Labrador and 

n;1t on the Island. He do not ber,rudge the people of Stephenville 

their plant. but we do feel insulted and injurecl to think that it 

was done for political reasons and that our raw material is being used 

without our getting the benefit of it. 

r:ven today, we have a rough time trying to get our people from 

the Coast jobs in the woods there. Coincidentally with this, we see 

the Native Association, the Innuit Brotherhood beginning to wonder exactlv 

what claim they have to the land. '!ative land rights have surfaced in 

Western Canada ancl is coming eastward with the organization of Innuit 

Tapiritsad and the Native Association. 

Now we see that after Churchill Falls, the development of the 

Churchill Falls where again we did not get any of the benefit of the 

hydro -power - we got very, very little benefit of the jobs at Churchill-
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we see what is being called the Lower Churchill misnomer. It is the 

Gull Island project. When Mr. Smallwood decided to change the name 

of the falls without asking our permission, he did not change the name 

of the river. It is the Hamilton River and the Churchill Falls is on 

the Hamilton. There is no such thing as a Lower Churchill. At any·rate, 

we have to ask ourselves now whether or not we are going to get any more 

benefit out of the Gull Island project than we have out of Churchill Falls, 

out of Labrador West iron ore mines• out of Labrador Linerboard' s Woods 

Operation or out of the fishery. 

If we are not, Sir, then we would be just as happy if it did not 

go ahead at all because it is certainly going · to have an effect on .the 

environment. It is certainly going to have an effect on our social 

life and on our culture and unless we get some material benefit, then 

it will all be to the cletriment of the people of Labrador. This is why 

the Gull Island project and this act is symbolic to ou:i: whole problem. 

One section, twenty-four, has been said to have been put in there 

to interrupt or intercede or to stop the claims of native peoples to any 

land which they might think they own, in the words of a gentleman from 

Goose Bay. I have a different opinion on section t wenty-four, but I 

would just like to address myself to this particular problem. One honourable 

gentleman opposite said that, I believe it was the honc . .:-able Minister of 

Justice, I stand to be corrected, said that with our entry into Confederation, 

the native peoples came in as ordinary citizens and therefore, they have 

no rights other than any other ordinary citizen. 

902 



March 10 ,!l 97 5 Tape 277 

Well, of course, since we have a federal- provincial agreement and 

since they _are, after all, the original people that statement stands 

in . dispute. Whatever people think about section twenty-four and its 

reasons for being .there, I would like to lay on the honourable members 

opposite an entirely new idea, new from their point of view
1
I should 

think. Nobody should have any fear of the native land claims in 

Labrador. The native peopies in Labrador are not talking about blocks 

of real estate. The native peoples in Labrador are very likely not 

going to come along and say, "You cannot touch that piece of land 

because it belongs to us or you cannot cross that piece of land 

because it is ours." 

We are not talking about a real estate deal. We are talking 

about our claims to the use of the land, our place in the whole 

environment. If honourable members want to know what it is that 

makes us in Labrador different, then this is what it is. The whole 

concept of man~ relationship to the land is an entirely different 

one than was imported from Europe where there were fences and titles 

and deeds and laws of trespass. When my European ancestors came 

to Labrador they came there of free choice and ~ntered into the 

same society with the native peoples whom they found there and came 

to learn the same laws respectin_g the use of the land as the natives 

had. 

Sometimes I find it is a curse that I belong to a part of 

all three races. In this case I find it is a blessing because I can 

understand what the Native Association is talking about and I can 

understand the Innuit Tapiritsad when they say that we have claim 

to this land. We do have claim to this land. It is our land. That 

is not to say it is not anybody els~s land. We are not saying that 

because this is our land, nobody else can use it. Nobody can own 

land. The Indians' relationship with their environment, nobody can 

own land anymore than anybody can own air or water. It is there for 

everyone. That is ~hy there was no conflict when the white man arrived. 

He was welcome to come in and use the land the same as the rest of 

the people there. Nobody could deny him the use of that land because 
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it was not his, it was evecybody's,including those people who arrived. 

So, there should be no fear on the part of honourable members 

opposite that so.mebody is going to say, "You cannot use Winokapau and 

fill it up for your Gull Island development because it is our land." 

What they are saying is that because you are filling up Winokapau and 

you are denying the right of anybody to walk on the she-res of Winokapau 

that is going to be flooded, t he refore there has to be compensation 

for that land wh.ich is taken out of use . There may be some argument 

as to how much it was used and by whom. That is a different story 

altogether. 

The fact remains that there is no need to put in any c l ause 

in this act which would deny the native 'J)eople or anyone else the 

right to make representation in any manne·r whatsoever regarding land 

claims. What we are saying is that this is our land. This is 

our land to be used the way that we have used it c'raditionally. 

If our society has been changed by the arrival of an alien culture 

and we no longer use that land that way, then there should be some 

fom of compensation . 
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You may .take a look at the communities of llavis Inlet and l'orthwest 

P.iver, · and say those bloody lazy indians,they do not deserve any 

}>etter any way. 

Look at it from inside of the communities' point of view. Those 

so- calle<i hloody lazy. Indians were taken out of that element, out of 

their environment
1
place<i in communities by patronizini>; white men, 

and told, all r:i.r,ht here you are. Now you have to live like us. 

It was utter and tota·l cultural shock. You could not expect them 

to overnight simply fit into our scheme of things. They are people of 

the land, and they have been denied the use of that land one way or 

another, rightly or wrongly. And now with the you'!\ger generations 

becoming more educated, more aware, more sensitive to their heritage 

and the loss of that heritage1they are demanding that the white society 

give thelll back that which it has taken from them, the use of their 

lang in dignity. 

I doubt that any p;roup of Indians, or Innuit, or white natives 

will ever throw a blockade across any development in Labrador, and 

say you cannot go in because it is our land. But what they are asking, 

what we are asking, and I think ,iustifiably 1is that if this land is 

going to be used to create a better society then we want a part of that 

better society. I do not think anybody would agree that we should be 

denied that. There should he no fear on anyone's part about native land 

claims. It is difficult for anybody who has not grown up to this 

conceot of man's relationship to his environment to be able to accept 

that. fout it is there. 

We have another element, We have those people who have come in 

from places outside of Lahrador and established their homes, and set 

their roots in Labrador, especially in the Goose Bay area1 the area 

that is immediately adjacent to the Gull Island site. Th~¥ have a different 

conceot. They have gone and made their commitment to Labrador, and they 

are going to live their and raise their families there. And when they 

see all of the resources going out, and very little of it coming back 

then they take an entirely different attitude. I think this is the 

group the honourable minister ran up against when he was in Happy 
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Valley. they too have a justifiable colllPlaint;. Perhaps they 

unfortunately directed their anger agains·t the wro'.!}g minister1 the 

very m1nister who at least: took the trouble tc, go a:nd see them. 

I think I can say that their anger would be more properly directed 

to those honourable ministers who do not bother to go up and 

see them. The honourable member ha~pened to be in the wrong spot 

at the wrong time. 

Mr. Speaker; having made that point I hope t will not dwell on 

the b.111 at this point any long~. I simply wanted to make that point 

and get it out of the way
1 

and we will be dealing with the vari!,ous 

clauses as we come to them. I can only say at this point that I would 

like to see Section (24) eliminated for an e'.!}tirely different reason, 

because 1: think it was put in there. to act against any unions that 

might want to strike., and interrupt the job. I do not think that 

is the way to deal with it. 

I would like to see Section (26) if not eliminated then amended 

slightly to put the power back into the Legislature, and unless it is 

amended tb.en
1 

as good as this bill is
1 

I am afraid I cannot go on record 

as supporting it as long as it places all of the power in the hands 

of the cabinet, and takes it at1ay from the Legislature. 

MR. NEARY: What about the second bill, we do not agree w!th the 

things that they should have in this bill. 
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MR. MARTIN: Hell, I am glad the honourable Member from Bell 

Island brought that up, because while we have heard expressions 

that steps will be taken to put control back into the Legislature 

and to overcome the repugnant aspects of this section, I recall 

standing here all by myself one eve~ing, the wee hours of the 

morning I believe it was by that time, when we debated the 

Redistribution Sill and the honourable the Premier !!:ave us assurances 

that a recount of census would be taken in Labrador West and if 

necessary, the whole thing changed to give us better representation 

and to this date we have not seen any action on that and while 

one should be able to at least expect that the honourable the 

Premier would be as p,ood as his word, until we get some manifestation 

of good faith, then I am afraid I can only say at this point, 

reprettably) that I have no faith and I have no faith in any 

honourable minister opposite saying that steps will be taken through 

another bill to ch~nge this. It has to be done in this section, 

otherwise I cannot support it. 

"ffi.. SPEAKER: If the honourable minister speaks now he closes the 

debate. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I wonder before the minister closes the 

debate, would the minister agree for my colleague to speak in 

this debate should he arrive this afternoon or tomorrow morning, 

that is my colleague from Labrador North, Sir, he is -

MR. BARRY: Mip;ht I suggest that the committee (remainder inaudible). 

MR. NEARY: Okay, Sir, that is fine, because he has expressed 

the desire to speak in the debate. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Education. 

!-IF.. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I do not plan to speak long. It has 

been a fairly lengthy debate and a worthwhile one\and many matters 

have been considered and certainly I think it was an example of the 

kind of debate on a very important act
1
which is to be welcomed. 

First a few words on some of the objections which 

members have referred to. I think the Premier in his address answered 
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most of these, answered all of them in outlining the government's 

intentions 1 and in closing the debate the Minister of 

Mines and Energy will no doubt repeat and explain in further 

detail,if indeed such is necessary. 

With respect to the criticisms of the bill, there is 

only one that I wish to deal with to any extent and that is the 

section 28 which has caused some c_ontrovery and which I think 

results from some misunderstanding. 

Briefly1 the other ones; it has been made clear by the 

Premier that it is not this govenunent's intention to have M.H.A. 's 

on this board of this corporation or indeed of any corporation. Indeed , 

it has been indicated that an amendment will be made to that effect. 

I can see absolutely no problem there, the record of this government 

in that area is excellent. 

In three years of office, not one member of the Rouse 

of Assembly, one government member, opposition member, any member, 

in three years this administration has not appointed one member 

of the House of Assembly to the board of any Crown Corporation. 

When we came into office, I do not know, when we came into office, 

I know that there were at least three members of the House of Assembly, 

who were formerly government supporters, three Liberal members of 

the Rouse of Assembly, were members of the Power Commission Board. 

There were some members on other boards as well. So if we examine 

the record of the administration, when we came into office, three 

on the Board of the Power Commission and some on some other boards 

as well. In the three years since this government has been in 

office, not one M.H.A. on any board. So I think there the record 

speaks totally for itself. 

Some reference was made to section 24 and various 

possible interpretations of that 

908 



March 10, 1975 Tape no. 280 Page l - mw 

Section 24, It was never, and this has been stated by the Premier 

and others, it was never the intention of this government to put 

anything into that bill which could in any way be prejudicial to whatever 

rights a court might ietermine as adhering to the native people. 

It was never - I repeat it - it was never the government's intention 

in any way to incorporate in this bill anything, not only which could 

have any adverse affect on any rights they might have, but which could 

even be interpreted as such, which could be interpreted as such. Because 

it is possible, and some members have interpreted that section 24 in that 

manner, then this government wish not only not to do anything which could 

be prejudicial to the rights, but do anything which could be possible 

of such an interpretation. I think the position is quite clear there. 

With respect to the purchase of petroleum, I think that 

has been made abundantly clear, and if further coument is necessary there, 

certainly the Minister of Mines and Energy is the person to do it. This 

is an extremely complex area and with the oil situation and supply and 

fluctuations of prices and the possibilities which occur at times, even 

though prices are high
1
of a surplus and a much cheaper price within a 

certain time frame, then in order that the corporation have the authority 

to purchase these necessary products at the lowest possible price, it 

is necessary to do it that way. 

The objection which most comment has been upon is section 28, 

and it has been stated that section 28 should be repealed,because it would 

allow the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council, the cabinet, to authorize borrowing 

by the corporation. It has been suggested that this should be repealed. 

This government have stated, its leader, the Premier, has stated that in 

~act what is the government's intention to do is to bring in another 

bill dealing specifically with the financing of this development, getting 

authority from the House to raise the money necessary, and giving the 

information that is required,that the House and the public would have a right 

to know, of giving it when that specific bill is brought in, in terms of 
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the amount of money, the terms or conditions and the state of development 

or progress of the entire development. I would certainly think that 

that assurance is unequivocal, clear, binding, and I can see no, 

reason, no logical reason, why any member of the legislature on any 

side of the House should doubt it. I can see political reasons, I 

can see perhaps personal reasons, but I can see no logical rational 

reason why the unequivocal assurance of the government expressed by 

the Premier and by others cannot be accepted. 

AN HON. ~ER: (Inaudible). 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: On this whole matter, it is interesting to review 

briefly the history of the borrowing power, and the rights of the 

House. In 1966 the former administration brought in an amendment 

to the then Revenue And Audit Act, which denied to the Rouse the right 

of prior knowledge and prior approval for government borrowing. That 

act enabled the former administration to borrow on the authority of the 

cabinet, and only later on did it have to be approved by the House. After 

the money was bo=owed, after indeed it could have been spent, after all 

of this, then the House was asked to give approval. So, it was the 

former administration through its amendment to the Revenue And Audit Act 

in 1966 denied this legislature the right of prior knowledge and prior 

approval, and in so doing denied one of the traditional rights of any parliament. 
~ 

that of control of expenditure. That was done in 1966. That was done bv 
~ 

the last Libewal Administration we had. That is what they did. 

In 1973, this government rectified that position. This 

govenuaent passed a new Financial Administration Act which returned to 

the House of Assembly the right of prior knowledge and prior approval 
I 

and now the cabinet cannot go out and borrow huge sums without the prior 

consent of this legislature. So the actions 
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speak a great deal louder than the words. The records of the two 

administrations in terms of control by this House of the spending 

power and the borrowing power, the records· are clear. There is 

IB-1 

the ~evenue. There was the act brought in by the former administration 

in 1966 to oust the jurisdiction of the House. 

_]IR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

MR •. OTTENHEIMER: I have no idea what would happen then. We know 

what the two administrations' records are. The former administration, 

the Liberal administration, ousted the jurisdiction of the House to 

get all of this control in borrowing in the hands of the cabinet. 

This administration, soon after its election to office, 

returned. that authority to the House as far as the borrowing is 

concerned. Now, certainly, t'r. ' speaker, what this administration 

has denied to itself, to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council, it is 

not going to allow one of its servants or creatures 1a crown corporation. 

Certainly this would not be our intention. 

He have ourselves in the Finance Administration Act, this 

government on its own initiative, not on a Private Members Bill from 

the opposition, not as the result of a resolution by the opposition 

but on our own initiative,because we felt it was the right way. 

this government has made it law that borrowing must have the prior 

approval of the House of Assembly. Certainly when that is applicable 

to the government, it is going to be applicable for the kind of 

development we are envisioning costing around $1.6 billion. 

Now, it has been said, "Well the way to assure this is 

by an amendment to the act." That is absurd, Hr. Speaker, totally 

absurd. Do honourable gentlemen really think that by changing a 

few words, a few phrases, in this section, a project as important, 

as essential, as costly, as complex, that that is the way this government 

wishes to get the approval of the legislature? Absolutely not. We 

wish to do it in a specific bill where all of the information available 

can be made known to members where the amount -

AN HONOURABLF MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: Of course. Where the amount and the conditions and 
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the planning and progress up to date can be made known with a 

specific bill. So, if the legislature is asked specifically to approve 

or not to a certain course of action with financial and industrial and 

consequences of the broadest social and economic kind, it is by bringing 

in a specific bill on this specific and important project, not by 

amending a section in a bill. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the reasons that the honourable gentlemen 

put forward are not convincing whatsoever and certainly a project of 

that nature deserves and should have the fullest kind of airing in 

the legislature and the way to do that is through a specific bill 

where apart from the first reading, there is the second reading 

debate on the principle;in the Committee of the Whole House where 

every item can be gone into. This is the way of doing it, where the 

legislature has the possibility of participation at all of the 

stages, all of the legislative stages. That is why this government 

is committed to bringing in a specific bill and not the silly 

pussyfooting by changing a few words in a section of the bill. 

Of course, the most important comment of all I think . is 

the fact that the actions speak louder than words. We see what they 

did in 1966 and we see what this administration did in 1973. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, just a few words with respect of the 

overall principle of the bill. It can be put many ways. I regard 

it as to facilitate the development of our huge hydro potential in 

order that this province and its people can gain control of their 

own economic destiny,and there runs from that as well social 

destiny because I am not sure that anybody - as a matter of fact, 

I am quite sure they cannot - one cannot have cont~ol of onJs 
I 

social destiny unless there is control as well of one's economic 

destiny. 

With the development of the hydro potential and with1hopefully1 

Ottawa's agreement to the controlled ownership, jurisdiction by the 

Province of the 
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unrenewable resources of the Continental Shelf, this Province will be 

a have Province. We will be able to contribute in terms of equalization 

to other provinces and not have to continue1as we have for the past 

quarter centurY, as a recipient. ! "think, Mr. Speaker, this is not just 

a question of money going one way or money going the other. Think 

what effect this will have on the pride and confidence of Newfoundlanders. 

I can think of very few things more to be desired in terms of the confi­

dence of our people_, their fa'.ith in themselves, and their Province and 

their future than t _his - when this likelihood will one day, hopefully, 

become a reality, when we can then contribute in terms of equalization 

to other Canadians and not in financial terms,and I am speaking only in 

financial terms, be merely recipients because in other than financial 

terms, I feel that we are very significant contributors, but speaking· 

only in the financial terms. The effect that that would have is, I 

think;. almost impossible to gauge and is something to be desired. 

It is necessary, as well, to have developments like this, and I 

do not view this kind of a development as an end in itself, no. One can 

I suppose, project, you know, a huge coporate organization running 

efficiently generating great revenues and, you know, this can appeal to 

a corporate mentality, if you wish, or a managerial mentality. I regard 

it myself from a prospective as a means. I regard it as a means to 

an end and the end would be the objective, if you wish, to strengthen 

and diversify our industrial complex and our economic base and to 

generate amounts of revenue for the social development of the Province, 

in terms of health, in terms of education, in terms of peoples' welfare, 

in the qualitative and social aspects. That has to be the overall 

objective and this, an important 1and, I believe, necessary means to 

achieve it. 

Mr. Speaker, with those few remarks, I am very pleased to join 

with other gentlemen on this side of the House in supporting the 

principle of the bill. 

MR. SPEAKER (Dunphy): The minister now speaks, he will close the debate. 

HON. L. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, when this bill was presented, I thought it 

was the usual, enlightened, exciting, awesome piece of legislation, Mr. 
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Speaker, that is customary in preceding from this government and 

particularly from the Department of Mines and Energy. Mr. Speaker, if 

you will pardon the expression, all hell broke lose the second day, 

I think it was, that we were into debate. I did not mind the first day, 

Mr. Speaker. The Leader of the Opposition made some points and some of 

them were -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Valid. 

MR. BARRY: No, I will not say valid, Mr. Speaker. He raised some valid 

concerns, but few of the points that he made were valid in terms of any 

of the recommendations, and quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, as I will point 

out in a moment, few of the concerns were of any substance. But, that 

was to be expected. He was speaking as Leader of the Opposition and while 

I am - from one side of his mouth he was complimenting government, indirectly, 

of course, never directly. He was saying that this was a bill that he could 

support in principle. All of a sudden, Mr. Speaker, we found that the 

principle of this bill was not the type of corporation that the government 

was proposing to assist in the formulation of energy policy. It was not 

even, Mr. Speaker, the energy policy of government, and I think that is a 

point that has been overlooked, that at the very beginning of this debate 

we threw open the floor to a full wide ranging energy debate, Mr. Speaker, 

even though, technically, I suppose, Your Honour could have pulled us to 

rein more often. 

It was indicated 
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when I spoJ,-e, Mr. Speaker, confirmed when the Leader of the 

Opposition started speaking that this was the opportunity that 

the opposition had been requesting for some time to have a full 

wide.ranging debate on the energy rolicy of this government. 

PK - 1 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what do we find after three or four days 

of debate in this House? Do we find that the opposition have laid 

our energy policy in shambles? Have the opposition corn to shreds, 

'.fr. Speaker, this p;overnment' s policy with respect to ener·gy develop­

ment? Has it made, Mr. Speaker, one valid point in criticism of 

this r,overnment's energy policy? 

)1r. Speaker, I submit that if you go back over the Hansard, 

the debate on this bill, which, Mr. Speaker, the opposition confirmed 

and certified that they were prenared to use for an opportunity to have 

a full wide ranging energy debate 1 you will find, Mr. Speaker, that 

there is no criticism whatsoever of the government's energy policy. 

li!one. 

~r. Speaker, you will find that the Leader of the Opposition 

in his usual mischievous way started off on the first day and he 

threw out four red herrings. He threw them out, Mr. Speaker, on 

a string. I have to confess that he got a certain response in the 

House. I have to confess that on this occasion, Mr, Speaker, the 

Leader of the Onposition succeeded for a time, for a time, ~fr. Speaker, 

in creating misunderstanding amongst the members of the House, in 

creating misunderstanding? would submit1in the minds of the pablic 

with respect to the matters that he raised 1 matters,Mr. Speaker, not 

relating to energy nolicy. Nor I wou~d submit,even relating to the 

bill before the House, ~Ir. Speaker. What were these four red herrings, 

'fr. Sneaker? 

Well,the Leader of the Oppositon started off by talking about, 

while he agreed with the principle with the bill, four flaws that he 

saw in the bill - four flaws, Mr. Speaker. The flawed Leader came 

up ,,,1th four flaws. What was the first flaw? The first so-called 

flaF, ~Ir. Speaker, was the section - Section ( 68) dealing with -
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Inaudible. AN HON. MEMBER: 

"l{R. BARRY: No. It was dealing with M.H.A.'s, Mr. Speaker. 

Section (68) which permits
1
the way the Act now I'eads 1which would 

permit a member of the House of Assembly to take a position on 

the Board of the Corporation, and not have to forfeit his seat 

under the Legislative Disabilities Act. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I knew th,is section was in here. And I 

have to take responsibility, Mr. Speaker, for this section appearing. 

And I have to take a certain amount of responsibility>! suppose 1for 

the possibility of it creating a misunderstanding, Mr. Speaker, amongst 

the members of the House, and amongst the general public. 

Mr. Speaker, I looked at this section, and I said, now we 

have been in power for three years. We have had the power, Mr. 

Speaker, government have had the power to appoint members of the 

House of Assembly to the Board of the Corporation. Government have 

never exercised its power. As a matter of fact, it have corrected 

mistakes of the past in removing previous M.H.A.'s from appointments. 

I knew, Mr. Speaker, that this government had no intention of ever 

appointing members of the House in the normal course of events to 

the Board of the Corporation. But I said to myself, what about the 

possibility of some time in the future - what about the possibility 

of there being a real hot shot in the energy field, a real energy expert, 
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possibly one of the greatest experts on energy that the province, 

the country, maybe even Lhe world has ever seen, and he, 

Mr. Speaker, has the misfortune, good fortune, I will leave it 

up to honourable members, to stand for election, Mr. Speaker, 

and become elected to the House. 

I said to myself -

'ffi.. NEARY: Poor fellow. 

:1R. llARRY: "Now ,~hy should not government have the opportunity, 

have the option, "of getting this person involved in the corporation 

if that possibility arose," ,1r. Speaker. I said, "Well let us 

keep the option open and let us stick that section in there. It is 

_nothing to be ashamed about. It is nothing done under the table." 

It is not changing the law, Mr. Speaker, and as a matter of fact 

none of the so called four flaws in any way changed the existing 

situation. That power, Mr. Speaker, if government wanted to exercise 

that power it would not have to bring in this bill in order to 

<lo it. It would not have to bring in this bill, Mr. Speaker, in 

order to do any of the things that the Leader of the Opposition is 

afraid we might de because each of those, Mr. Speaker, are provided 

for in the existing legislation, subject only to the section 24, that 

the Leader of the Opposition used to mischieviously create concern 

in the minds of the native peoples that we were interferring with 

their rights, not the intent, Mr. Speaker, not the effect of this 

section, but that was the only new section. 

:1R. llEARY: Inaudible. 

:m.. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

:-1R. BARRY: All the other sections, Mr. Speaker, including the 

section with respect to loans and guarantees, merely continue 

the forn, of existing legislation. They do not chanp;e the existing 

rights of government. They merely continue the existing legislation. 

;oo when I came to this section on M.H.A. 's I said, 

"Look, that is not a problem. It is not an issue as far as I 

am concerned. I am interested in getting a good Hydro Corporation 
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but why not keep the option open, if government has the 

opportunity of sometime in the future, of finding an expert 

on energy, on hydro electric energy particularly, in a member 

of the House who has been elected, then why have the government's 

hands tied from getting him fully involved. 

MR .. NEARY: Do you think George McLean would be foolish enough to -

MR. SPEAKER (DUNPHY): Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, could we control this Bell Island monster, 

the cookie monster? Is there any way of controlling it at all, 

Mr. Speaker? 

MR. MURPHY: Better get Judge Mifflin after him. 

MR. THOMS: I ask thF Speaker if he would ask the honourable 

minister to withdraw that statement as he referred to the member 

for Bell Island as a monster. This, Mr. Speaker, is definitely 

unparliamentary. 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order -

MR. HICKMAN: To that point of order, I am not aware of anything 

in Beauchesne which says that to use the word monster is 

unparliamentary but if Your Honour wishes to adjourn for a couple 

of minutes to consult with the table -

MR. MURPHY: We will get pictures of other monsters. 

MR. HICKMAN: I am sure that we can make parliamentary history. 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, I would not want to be considered as 

insulting Dracula, so I withdraw that. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a situation where the Leader of 

the Opposition has engaged in some one-upmanship, gamesmanship 

some fishing, some use of red herring to confuse issues, to draw 

the public's attention away from the fact, Mr. Speaker, that he 

had nothing to contribute to the development of the energy policy 

of this province, absolutely nothing, Mr. Speaker. 

The honourable the Leader of the Opposition and his 

colleagues could not find one criticism, Mr. Speaker, of this 

province's energy policy nor could they find one constructive 
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suggestion as to what this ~overnment should be doing in the 

field of energy policy. · We caught them, Mr. Speaker, with tneir 

trousers down. We offered them the opportunity for a wide ranging 

energy debate, a full wide ranging energy debate, Mr . Speaker, 

they did not have the ammunition to take us up on that offer. 

So obViously they got together in caucus when we 

gave them this opportunity, they got together in caucus and they 

decided , Oops it is not going to look very good, Kr . Speaker, 

It is not going to look 
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very good if we go for a debate of three or four days, and we do 

not find any criticism of government on this bill. It is not going 

to look very good, Hr. Speaker, if we do not find anything new to 

suggest to government, anything constructive to suggest. What are 

we going to do? We have a •·problem. Then, Mr. Speaker, one of the 

honourable member's colleagues,ona of the Leader of the Opposition's 

colleagues, maybe even the Member for Bell Island, because he is 

well versed in this technique, Mr. Speaker, he said, well, why do we 

not try the old red herring gambit? Let us try the old red herring gambit. 

let us get away from this energy debate business, this nonsense on 

debating energy~ We will be slaughtered, Mr. Speaker, if we try that ·. 

We do not know anything about energy. We do not have anything to say 

about energy. We do not know what type of corporation is good in terms 

of assisting government so let us not talk about it. Let us get away 

from that. Let us flake out a few red herrings. 

Now let us see is there anything in this bill that is 

provocative at all? Is there anything that we can warp ~r twist? 

Hr. Speaker, they found a number of things. The first thing is the 

one I just mentioned, section 6(8) with respect to M.H.A.'s. I have 

no apologies, Mr. Speaker, for this appearing in the bill. I submit, 

Hr. Speaker, that it is not bad legislation per se. I submit, Hr. Speaker, 

that the only reason there is concern raised, and I submit, concern 

raised from this side of the Rouse as well, with respect to th~s section, 

is because of the way we have seen it abused in the past, Hr. Speaker, 

by some honourable members opposite who formed part of the previous 

administration. That is the only reason, Mr. Speaker, why there is 

any concern raised with respect to that section. So, Mr. Speaker, I might 

also mention, this was in the bill by the way, as were three of the other 

four things that were criticized, this was in a bill that was passed 

unanimously by this honourable House in ~une of last year, June, 1973. 

AN RON. MEMBER: 1974. 

HR. BARRY: I am sorry, June 1974. 
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MR. BARRY: The Leader of the Opposition and all the members present 

in this honourable House voted unanimously for legislation to incorporate 

a Power Corporation, to do away with the Power Commission and to set 

up a Power corporation. Mr. Speaker, this section with respect 

to M.H.A. 's, section 6 (8), was contained in that legislation. The 

Leader of the Opposition says, I have the right to change my mind. 

I have the privilege. It is a lady's privilege to change her mind. 

I have the right to change my mind, Mr. Speaker. I have the right to 

say that I am wrong, Mr. Speaker. 

AN HON. MEMBER: He is a lady's man. 

MR. BARRY: Yes, he does, Mr. Speaker. Thank goodness, he has that right. 

He will need it a lot1 too. He has the right to say he is wrong. 

But the thing that gets me, Mr. Speaker, is that he starts then 

talking about this being a matter of principle. It is a matter of 

principle that he cannot vote for this. How is it he could vote 

for it in June, 1974, and he cannot vote for it in March, 19751 We 

have seen principles changed, Mr. Speaker, from 1971 or pre 1972, when 

honourable members opposite were either in the previous administration 

or supporting it. We have seen how their principles have changed 

since. I thought, Mr. Speaker, that even though many of them have the 

faces of a robber's horse~ that they would be a little more aware, 

that you can have your principles, like a seesaw, Mr. Speaker, swinging 

from month to month. How can any member of this honourable House maintain 

credibility by saying continuously, as the Leader of the Opposition has done, 

oh! I was wrong. Less than a year ago I was wrong again, Mr. Speaker, on 

a matter of principle. I want to change my mind, Mr. Speaker. Enough said, 

I will not go into that any longer. I can go into that all day, Mr. Speaker, 

but I am afraid I would not be able to eat my lunch if I kept on much 

longer on that point. 

Anyhow, Mr. Speaker, that section was in the Power Corporation 

bill, and when I had the Newfoundland Hydro Bill drafted, which I might 

point out was ready in the last session, ready, printed up, Mr. Speaker, 
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during the last session, and which the intent was when this 

House adjourned prior to Christmas that we would come back and 

finish off the old session, pass the 
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Newfoundland Hydro Bill. Now, after it was printed up, Mr. Speaker, 

last December and distributed, some of my colleagues came around and 

said, "Well, look we have had some second thoughts about this section 

(68), let us take it out. Let us not give any possibility of abuse 

twenty years in the future, thirty years in the future if we have 

a less enlightened government than the one we have now, Mr. Speaker." 

So, I said, Okay. I am not hung up on that. Let us take it out. 

We will take it out at committee stage. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, lo and behold! The session terminated 

and the bill was1I guess1just renumbered. It did not have to be 

reprinted, It was already printed up. It was renumbered and submitted 

to this session of the House. Mr. Speaker, this section, we will 

take it out. There is nobody hung up in this section of the House 

on this section. There are even some concerns raised, Mr. Speaker, 

about it. I have agreed that it would be taken out, Mr. Speaker, 

because of concern raised hy my ·colleagues. It is unfortunate 

that we had the Leader of the Opposition and others go on a two 

day, three day r!l-Illpage on this section, attempting to detract from 

the main part of the bill, ~'r. Speaker, but we will take it out. 

We are not hung up. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have the next section that the Leader 

of the Opposition referred to, section twenty-four. The Leader of 

the Opposition - -this has to be one of his more mischievous moments, 

one of the most mischievous moments in this honourable House's history) 

I submit. I suppose to ·a certain extent I can understand it. While 

a lawyer, Mr. Speaker, the honourable the Leader of the Opposition 

admits tc not having practiced and we will not hold that against 

him. When he then sets himself out after hearing from three or 

four eminent lawyers who are present, Mr. Speaker, as members of the 

House, after being told that it was not the intent, after being 

explained why this would not in any way interfer with native claims, 

the claims of native peoples, to any rights that they might have, 

Mr. Speaker, still we have him go on and on and on about the way 
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this government is interfering with native rights. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this government realizes that this is 

a very sensitive area. We saw that these mischievous statements 

by the Leader of the Opposition had the effect, I guess, which 

he intended. They created a genuine concern in the minds of 

the native peoples of our province that their position was being 

changed, being modified, before they had had an opportunity to 

research their rights because, Mr. Speaker, this is what is happening 

now, 

This government has met with representatives of our native 

people and we have said, "We do not know what your rights are." 

They have indicated that they do not know what their rights are. 

They have certain ideas, but they indicated that they needed funds 

in order to research their claims. So, this government said, "Okay, 

let us get some funds." The federal government we knew had funds 

available. The Native Association said to us, "Okay, we need your 

support. We will not be able to get funds from the federal government 

without the support of the provincial government. Will you support 

us?" This government without hesitation said, yes, we will. If 

we can have this research carried out by federal funds instead of 

provincial funds, this makes funds available within the province 

for other things, Mr. Speaker, other things, we submit, of benefit 

to the native people as well as to all the people of our province, 

So, we said, ·we will support you in your application for federal 

funds. 

Mr. Speaker, we understand, we know that the funds have been 

available and we understand that the Native Association is now in the 

process of researching its rights to determine just exactly what its 

rights are, a process, 

924 



March 10 , 1975. Tape 287 RH - 1 

Mr. Speaker, which we understand, could take up to three or four years 

because, Mr. Speaker., it is a very large subject, a very complicated 

subject. We have said, Mr. Speaker, that when the Native Association 

or when the native peoples, they are doing it, and we have a number of 

native associations now, we have thelnnuitAssociation, as well as the 

Native Association, and while there is representation, I believe, by 

the Innuit Association on the Native Association, I also believe that 

there is some variance of policy at times and there may be some differ­

ences with respect to rights, I am not sure. But this is a complicated 

area and this government has said, when you have finished your research, 

come to us, make a proposal. Let us know what you believe your rights 

are. Let us k-now what .you believe should be done, and this government 

will seriously consider, Mr. Speaker, any such proposal. 

In the meantime, Mr. Speaker, we do not want, in any way, to change 

their position before the native people are in a position to know just 

what their rights are and what they should do. We do not think it is 

fair to enact any legislation that would interfere with the eventual 

outcome of any claims that they make. Mr. Speaker, that was our intent 

when this legislation was drafted and it still is our intent. I submit 

there is nothing in section twenty-four, Mr. Speaker, that would, in any 

way, interfere with the rights of the native peoples. But, Mr. Speaker, 

the damage has been done now. The damage has been done. There has been 

doubt raised by the Leader of the Opposition in his very clever attack 

on this section twenty-four of the act. Mr. Speaker, just to avoid the 

problems that are going to arise because of the very sensitive nature of 

this area, Mr. Speaker, that everybody knows, Mr. Speaker, we are going 

to remove this section, not because we believe it, in any way, interferes 

with the rights of native people. 

Mr. Speaker, here is one member of the House who does not need 

the Leader of the Opposition to tell him about native rights or does not 

need the Leader of the Opposition to tell him about the constitutional 

position of the native people. 
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AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Smart lawyer • 

MR. BARRY: I had - smart lawyer, okay, thanks for the compliment, Mr. 

Speaker, but I did have the privilege, Mr. Speaker, of being the lawyer 

who first incorporated the Native Rights Association in the Province. 

I was the first lawyer, Mr. Speaker, to act for the Association. I 

incorporated them. I believe that they are entitled, ~..r. Speaker, to 

the opportunity of researching their rights and Mr. Speaker, I believe 

then they are entitled to put their position to government. This 

government does not intend to, in any way, Mr. Speaker, interfere with 

their ability to so do. 

Just in passing, Mr. Speaker, it might be of interest to honourable 

members of this Rouse as to where the section twenty-four came from. Now 

this was reconunended to me by officials who were assisting in drafting 

the Act as something that could be of benefit to the Corporation, }fr. 

Speaker, that could prevent a disgruntle citizen, Mr. Speaker, from inter­

fering with the supply of power, not the development of power sources, 

from interfering with the supply of power, as the section reads, for 

example, from preventing a corporation from going across his land or 

going on to his land, to put up a transformer to make emergency repairs, 

for example, to a transfonuer, if you had half a city blacked out, 

Mr. Speaker, and you had a citizen attempt to block the Corporation 
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in carrying out necessary repairs. It would be clear, Mr. Speaker, 

from this section that any person so doing would be holding himself 

liable in law, 

IB-1 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the same thing will apply if this section 

is removed. It just spells it out. It makes it more obvious, Mr. 

Speaker, but the _same law will apply as I understand it because this 

section basically does not change the fact that the Crown Corporation 

that we are setting up here, the Hydro-Electric Corporation, will 

be an agent of the Crown as was the Power Commission, as was the 

Power Corporation, So_ will Newfoundland Hydro be an agent of the Crown. 

Mr. Speaker, the restrictions that are set out in this 

section are the normal restrictions that apply with respect to 

actions against the Crown,as I understand it. You cannot go out 

and get an injunction against the Crown in the same way that you 

can with respect to an ordinary citizen. So, Mr. Speaker, while 

this section would have made it more clear
1

we submit, to the ordinary 

individual as to what his rights were or were not, there will be 

no great harm done in deleting it. There may be a lot of harm done 

in keeping it in because of the mischievous statements of the Leader 

of the Opposition. 

Just in passing, Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out that 

this was not a section that we put in there without any research or 

without any thought or anything else. I might mention that the 

Acts of Ontario and Quebec have sections to the same effect, and 

the Act of Manitoba has wording exactly like the section twenty­

four. I would like to bring to the attention of the House that 

even the Province of Quebec, Mr, Speaker, has a section to the 

same effect in its Hydro Act. I will mention it. 

"No extraordinary recourse contemplated in articles (they 

mention articles of the Code of Civil Procedure, Mr. Speaker) shall 

be exercised and no injunction shall be granted against the commission 

or the commissioners." 

Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that this section was part 

of Quebec law, the James Bay native people had no problem, f'r. Speaker, 
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in taking certain action with respect to the development of James 

Bay. Mr. Speaker, I submit that our native people would not have 

had their rights in any way impaired or hindered by Section 

twenty-four. Mr. Speaker, as I say, because of the concern that 

has now been aroused in this highly sensitive area, Mr. Speaker, 

we will delete that sectionr when, Mr. Speaker, something not 

crucial to the bill, not a fundamental part of the bill, not a 

matter of principle as the Leader of the Opposition is attempting 

to say it is. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what else do we have here1 What other 

great - oh yes, the Public Tender Act. He went back then. lie 

had gotten up as far as section twenty-four but then the Leader 

of the Opposition went back to section seventeen (d), Mr. Speaker, 

and said, Oh, this is a terrible afront, a te~rible skirting of 

the Public Tender Act. What nonsense! Section seventeen (d) 

IB-2 

says, "The corporation may contract with any person for the purch<1,se 

of petroleum products, notwithstanding the provisions of any other 

Act." Another section, Mr. Speaker, by the way, I might mention that 

was voted for by the Leader of the Opposition in June of 1974, that 

is present in the existing act, that the Corporation would have the 

power to do if this act was never passed. Mr. Speaker, we are not 

changing any law here. That is the law today. 

Why was that section put in last yea;s act? It was put in, 

Mr. Speaker, primarily because there was some problems because of the 

Golden Eagle Act. Some restrictions were being caused. In the very 

manner which the honourable members opposite are saying should be 

done, the Golden Eagle Act
1
passed by the previous administration, 

supported by members opposite)restricted the ability of the Power 

Corporation to go out to public tender, restricted the ability of the 

corporation to get the best price for petroleum products. 
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Mr. Speaker, this government put in that section just to enable the Cor­

poration to get a more competitive price. Mr. Speaker, we are not changing 

it. If the honourable members opposite do not like it, they can vote 

against this bill. That is their right, but this government is not 

changing that section, Mr. Speaker. We see no reason to. The honourable 

the members opposite can howl about an affront to the Public Tenders Act 

all they want. We are not changing this section, Mr. Speaker. 

I would like to point out also that the policy of the Corporation 

that is being implemented and will be implemented will in no way, Mr. 

Speaker, will in no way run contrary to the Public Tenders Act. The 

honourable the members opposite know that. 

The final so-called flaw that the Leader of the Opposition brought 

to the House's attention, Mr. Speaker, and that received the most coverage 

in the media and the most discussion, I suppose, in the course of debate on 

both sides of the House, and again, Mr. Speaker, that is something unrelated 

to energy policy are the sections dealing with loans and guarantees, Mr. 

Speaker. Again, Mr. Speaker, may I point out that this in no way changes 

the existing law, that these are the same sections, Mr. Speaker, the same 

sections that the Leader of the Opposition and honourable members opposite 

and all the members of this House voted for in June of 1974. 

Now, when we are preparing a statute, Mr. Speaker, to review, reorganize 

the Power Corporation, to set up a Corooration, Mr. Speaker, that is going 

to be able to assist government in formulating energy policy, Mr. Speaker, 

we do not then take on a survey and a review of all legislation, all existing 

legislation of the Province. We do not survey every statute, }l.r. Speaker, 

or every section of every act to determine whether there is legislation 

that should be changed. Neither,Mr. Speaker, do we, when we find a routine 

section, yes, a routine section, Mr. Speaker, that is in every Crown 

Corporation Act, Mr. Speak.er, that was passed by this House in June of 1974 

in a power corporation act, Mr. Speaker, we do not then engage in a great 

review of the effects of the Financial Administration Act and the Loan and 

Guarantee Act and every other act, Mr. Speaker, that in any way relates to this 
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when we know it is in no way changing existing legislation, it is in 

no way changing existing law. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there may be, there may be a need to take a 

review of the relation of the Financial Administration Act to Crown 

~rporations, to Crown Corporations generally, Mr. Speaker. I am not 

saying there is not. There may be. What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, 

is that I am not prepared to admit that this is the place to have 

that review done and to have that legislation enacted as an amendment 

to the Newfoundland Hydro Bill, No way, Mr. Speaker, it will never happen, 

it will not be done. These sections will not be changed, Mr. Speaker, 

as far as this government is concerned in any substantial way and 

unfortunately, if members of the opposite side find that they cannot 

support the bill, well that is unfortunate. 

Mr. Speaker, there were concerns raised, valid concerns, quite 

valid concerns, again, again, unfortunately, red herrings, Mr. Speaker. 

I do not know why, but the Leader of the Opposition threw out a few 

red herrings again and they were taken up and there were concerns raised 

on both sides of the House about the fact, Mr. Speaker, that 

these sections - nothing new in the sections, already existing legislation -

that in some way, Mr. Speaker, this was a blatant attempt by this government 

in this Act to take away the control of the House 
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over financial expenditures, Mr. Speaker. Did you ever hear the 

like? 

I guess , "fr. Speaker, the reason why the Leader of the 

Opposition's ·red herring was taken up, and got some people running 

after them was because, "fr. Speaker, there was some concern. Well 

you knm~ we are entering into a large scale project here, $1. 6 billion, 

"'-1:r. Speaker. That is a lot of money. 

Now the House must be _kept informed, Mr. Speaker. The !louse 

must authorize such e_xpenditures, and must keep control, Mr. Stieaker, 

to ensure that these do not escalate, so that they harm the credit 

of the province in large scale escalation, large scale overruns. 

Mr. Speaker, I can understand this concern. But I must also point 

out to this honourable House, Mr. Speaker, that this government at 

no time did anything to indicate that it is not prepared to come to 

this House with information to justify the expenditure of Such money. 

That at no time in the past, llr. Speaker, in the way we have treated 

other development such as the refinery project - when the refinery 

agreements 1,•ere drawn up for the second refinery 7 this government did 

not have to come to the House, Mr. Speaker. But it did. It came 

to the House, Mr. Speaker, with the legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, again
1
you know,I find it difficult to understand 

how it is that these routine sections -

AN HON . MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: Yes, believe it or not, Mr. Speaker, routine. Fven though 

we are talking about $1.~ billion for this particular Gull Island 

project. I find it difficult to understand how so much uproar has 

been caused by the Leader of the Ooposition's remarks on these sections. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in order to advoid any possibility of doubt by anybody 

in this House
1
or anybody outside of this House, the Premier and this 

government confirms that it has been, is now, and always will be the 

intention of this goverrurent to bring before this House information with 

resnect to the development of the Gull Island project) and Mr. Speaker, 
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w:Ul be bringing before this House a bill requesting authorization of 

the funds needed for this pro1ect. 

Mr. Speaker, let me cast a word of warning here. Let no 

honourable memher , Mr . Speaker, become complacent that there are 

going to be no problems with respect to this honourable House, or 

even any honourable government, this honourable government, or any 

other honourable government keeping control, total control, absolute 

control over a project of this magnitude. Let nobody be lulled 

into thinkinr, that it is merely a matte'C of passing a bill, Mr. 

Sneaker, and then the'Ce is control over the p'Coject. Because, 

Mr. Speaker, what ge a'Ce talking about is a ~'Coject whe'Ce there are 

no half measures. Building half a transmission line i s not going to 

be any big help. Keeping control of cost for half a dam, or half a 

dam and part of a transmission line, or a tunnel without the tranSlll.iss ion 

line, these are going to be of no great help in ensuring that the 

taxpayers dollars are not squandered, and ensuring that the credi t of 

this iovernment is not impaired. Nor, Mr . Speaker, need we assume 

at the present time that a completion guarantee uay not be necessary 

from this honourable Rouse before that project gets started. 

In other words, Mr. Speaker, it may be, I do not know for 

ce'Ctai.n at this stage if it is, but it may be, Mr. Speaker, that 

before anybody lends funds for the 
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cnnstruction of the Gull Island project, and that is any private 

investor I am referring to, that it will require the commitment of 

this government to see the project through to completion. Such 

a commitment, Mr. Speaker, was required with respect to the Upper Churchill 

development, because you have what they call project financing, 

Mr. Speaker, because a large part of the security of any investor 

is based on the fact that this project will be completed, and will 

be a revenue producer, will be providing revenue to repay the dollars 

that are loaned. 

So, Mr. Speker, it may be that this House is going to have 

to make a decision. It may be that this province is going to have 

to make a decision that we either commit ourselves to the completion 

of the project or we not start it. It may be as blunt as that, 

Mr. Speaker. Now at this stage it is still too early to say, but 

quite conceivably, Mr. Speaker, it may be that any bill authorizing 

the expenditure of $1.6 billion or whatever it is, may also have to 

be tied together with a completion guarantee to any private investors 

who are putting up dollars. You can see then, Mr. Speaker, why it is 

not as simple as some honourable members might think to present 

legislation that is going to see this honourable House keep total 

control over what happens in the way of expenditures in the Gull Island 

project. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a completion guarantee does not mean 

that you give up all control, that you just say from day one, okay, 

we are starting the project, and it is going to be completed regardless 

of what it costs. Thatis not what it says, Mr. Speaker. In any project, 

presumably, there are stages as there will be in this one, when you 

can have certain dollars committed, and if something turns up, some 

gigantic reason for a fantastic increase in costs, you might just decide 

to write off your losses. The same thing would be possible here, Mr. Speaker, 

but the fact remains that any person in this province, when saying, let 

us commit $1.6 billion to the construction of the Gull Island project, 

must realize that you start the project when you commit - take an 

arbitrary point if you got $500 million in there, if you got $1 billion 
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in there, and there is some escalation. what do- you do? It is 

a problem, Mr. Speaker, that faces everybody on a smaller scale­

a man who is building his own house, a peEson who is building 

an office building, an apartment building. What it comes down 

to~Mr. Speaker, is cost control at every st.age of the project. 

What it com.es down to is keeping a continual flow of information, 

Mr. Speaker~ during the course of the project to, as the coi.t accountants 

say, avoid surpriaes so that at all stages you are making a conscious, 

rational decision as to where you are going; so you do not have 

a situation such as developed with, as I understand, the linerboard mill 

at Stephenville, a project that wa,s s1Jpposed to cost - what was it supposed 

to cost originally, John, t:h.e linerboard mill when it started? 

MR. CROSBIE: It was $53 million. 

MR. BARRY: $53 million and it has almost quadrupled. 
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much of the increase being done without any knowledge of anybody out­

side, but the Province being tied in to see the thing through. 

MR. MURPHY: That was all right, sure. Nothing wrong with that, was it? 

MR. BARRY: And what has got to be done, Mr. Speaker, and where I can 

understand some genuine concern, what has got to be done is insure that 

adequate information flows from the Corporation, from the builders of 

the project to government and to this House and to the people of the 

Province, to avoid surprises, so that at every stage people are in the 

position - government, the House, people of the Province - are in a 

position to know what is happening and to avoid problems where possible. 

I mentioned this, Mr. Speaker, merely to lay to rest any complai­

sant belief that the mere bringing in of a bill requiring this government 

to authorize expenditures, that that is going to solve all the problems, 

that that is going to be the total answer. It is not that easy. 

Now, }fr. Speaker, as the Premier has already said, it is not 

government's intention to use any provisions of this hydro bill for the 

purposes of allowing borrowing towards the Lower Churchill project without 

full reference to the House of Assembly. 

_AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: It is not going in this bill and if the honourable member does 

not like it, the honourable member can vote against the bill. That is 

the choice the honourable member has, but if it is up to this member1and 

I am speaking for government, it is not going in this bill. The reason 

that it is not going in this bill is because there is no need for it to 

go into t~is bill because this bill, in no way, changes - because we could 

forget about this bill. We could tear up this bill tomorrow, tear it up 

right now. We could withdraw this bill from this honourable House, Mr. 

Speaker. This government could go out under existing legislation and 

borrow the money for the Gull Island project. We are not bringing in this 

bill to give us that power. That power is thFre now. That power is there 

now. 

Mr. Speaker, I never heard a murmur about, from the opposition, 
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from this side or anybody else, about the need for amending such 

existing legislation. So why the concerti now when we merely confirm 

the existing situation, when we bring in the same sections as are in 

the bill that were voted upon by honourable members opposite i n June 

of 1974. 

Mr. Speaker, it being one o'clock, I ~djourn the debate. 

MR. SPEAKER: It now being one of the clock, I leave the Cha1-r until 

three of the clock this afternoon. 
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MR. SPEAKER: At one o'clock the honourable Minister of Mines 

and Energy adjourned the debate. 

The honourable Minister of Fisheries. 

MR. CROSBIE: It has been agreed by the Leader of the Opposition 

that I can give notice of a resolution in connection with this 

Select Connnittee on the fisheries, if you could just revert 

to notices for a minute. 

Ml.. SPEAKER: Is it arreed the honourable minister should have 

leave to go back to notices. Agreed. 

MR. CROSBIE: I give notice of the following resolution, Mr. Speaker, 

that a Select Connnittee of this House, consisting of the Member 

of Placentia East as Chairman and the Member for Bonavista South, 

the Member for Harbour Grace, the Member for Trinity North, the 

Member for Port de Grave, the Member for Bay de Verde, the Member 

for Fogo, the Member for Bonavista North, and the Member for 

Labrador South, be appoin'ted to consider the present condition of 

the inshore fishery of the Island of Newfoundland and coastal 

Labrador, the problems facing inshore fishermen, fish plant operators, 

and all those involved in the said inshore fishery and all matters 

having an influence upon or pertaining to the said inshore fishery, 

with power to call for persons, papers and records and all other 

materials, to examine witnesses under oath and to hear evidence 

from all interested parties, and the said Select Committee to report 

back to this House with ~heir views or recommendations in connection 

therewith on or before the 30th day of April, 1975. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the honourable Minister of Mines and Energy 

wish to continue? 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, when I was speaking before lunch I had 

gotten to the fourth so called flaw, described by the flawed Leader 

of the Opposition, that he raised with respect to the Newfoundland 

Hydro Bill and I pointed out that obviously it was for lack of anything 
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to say Yi.th respect to energy policy that the Leader of the 

Opposition had gotten onto these four red herrinis and I had 

m.entioned, pointed out1 how the first three so called flaws 

are non-issues, non-issues 1n that they are buildin1s out of all 

proportion the fact that certain sections simi.Liar to existing 

legislation were contained in the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Hydro Electric Corporation Act. 

I indicated that the section with respect to M.H.J\ . 's, 

government has no real concern about. l t was put in otij?inally 

to keep government's option there in the event that there should 

be, in the history of our province, at some date 1a so-called 

energy expert , become elected as an M.11.A. then why not have 

di scretion in government to have him appointed llecause of concern 

rais ed by my colleagues, because of the abuse the previous administration 

had put this section to -

MR. NEARY: Joey is gone , boy. Let him rest. 

MR. BARRY : Our 
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people on this side have decided that it is just as well to bring 

it out, to take the section out, and Mr. Speaker, as I said 

this morning, we do not have any hard feelings about it. I do not 

think it is really fundamental to this bill. Maybe the Leader of the 

Opposition does, but it is another red herring, Mr. Speaker. 

ffi HON. MEMBER: Make him withdraw it. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: With respect to the second point made by the Leader 

of the Opposition, Mr. Speaker, the false issue again, the mischevious 

statement by the Leader of the Opposition, implying, not just implying, 

stating that government were interfering with the rights of our native 

peoples, again, Mr. Speaker, we have no intention to do this. The 

section drafted does not do that. But to allay the sincere, genuine 

concern, Mr. Speaker, which the mischevious statements of the Leader of 

the Opposition have raised in the minds of our native people around the 

province we intend to withdraw that section, and I do not know what the 

moose from Bonavista North wants to make of that. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Moose. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: Is there something wrong? 

AN HON. MEMBER: l'.xactly. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

I would remind the Hon. Minister of Mines and 

Energy that he should, when referring to another member, re~er to him 

by his rightful constituency or any other title. 

MR. BARRY: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. I meant to refer to the 

honourable bull moose, because of the· -

AN HON. MEMBER: It is better to be a bull moose than a -

MR. BARRY: What are they? 

MR. SPEAKER Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: Are they stentorian tones? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Bull moose. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

939 



March 10, 1975 Tape no. 294 Page 2 - mw 

MR. BARRY: There is nothing personal intended, Mr. Speaker. I am 

referring to the magnitude of the room-filling quality of the honourable 

member's voice, especially when somebody else is trying to have a 

few words to say. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to section 17 (d), I 

pointed out again another red herring, another non-issue. The 

only reason this is put in is to do the very thing that the 

Leader of the Opposition is suggesting that we are trying to get 

away from. This section was put in to permit the Power Corporation 

to purchase petroleum products from anybody rather than being 

restricted under the terms of the Golden Eagle Act, an act which 

was brought in by the previous administration, supported by the 

Leader of the Opposition and other members opposite. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. BARRY: 

MR. ROBERTS: 

MR. BARRY: 

At the time, I was fighting it night and day. 

You did not change it when you were in government. 

No, I did not change it, no. 

The foarth flaw raised by the flawed leader, Mr. Speaker, 

is with respect to loans and guarantees. Again I pointed out 

that these sections, Mr. Speaker, do not change existing law. They 

are in the existing Sower Corporation Act. If government wanted to 

use the power set out here to finance the Gull Island project, it could 

do it without passing this act, Mr. Speaker, because the legislation is 

there right now at the present time. This is another issue raised to 

divert attention, Mr. Speaker, from the very positive and constructive 

energy policy which this government have put forth before this House for 

debate. We invited the Hon. Leader of the Opposition to take the 

opportunity to have a full and wide-ranging energy debate, and Mr. Speaker, 

he blew it. He could not take us up on it because he did not have the ammunition. 

MR. NEARY: Did you hear the latest Newfie joke? 

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, the biggest Newfie joke of all is right 

across the House from us. 
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MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, with respect to the controls on government 

spending, there were some valid concerns raised, not by the Leader of 

the Opposition, Mr. Speaker, 
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who in sneaking out of his mouth on one side said that he supnorts 

the urinciple of the bill, but then on the other side of his mouth 

says that he has certain fundamental reservations, certain matters 

of nrincinle that prevent him from voting for this bill. What nonsense, 

'Ir. Sp ea leer. 

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition just got through last June 

voting for the exact, identical, similar sections in the Power 

Corporation Act but now he findi, he cannot vote for these. He has 

had a revelation, Mr , Speaker. He was struck down by a bolt of 

li~htening from above. 

Mr. Speaker, there were some valid concerns raised 1as I have 

mentioned, and as I was getting into before we broke for lunch. As 

far as I can see the concern that this !louse should have, the concern 

that the people of the province should have with respect to the Gull 

Island project, or any project of similar magnitude
1
is a concern that 

they have the information, Mr. Speaker, at all relevant times to 

he able to evaluate what is happening, to be able to make a rational, 

conscious decision as to whether they can still support the particular 

project. 

Now, Hr. Speaker, at this stage we have supplied 1I would submit 1 

as much information art this project as honourable members of this 

House ever got on any project from the previous administration. I only 

mention this, Mr. Speaker, just to show the lack of credibility of 

honourable members opposite. We are not trying to use a standard 

set by the previous administration. I reject the standards laid 

down by the previous administration. Rut, Mr. Speaker, I do have to 

refer back when I keep seeing honourable members opposite raising 

points that they blithely ignored when they were in a position to 

do something about it. 

But with respect to controls on government spending, Mr. 

Speaker, I tried to point out this morning that we should not be 

complacent. ~?e should not assume that just because this House passes 

a bill saying that it authorizes the expenditure of such and such 
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an amount we should not assume this is p,oing to solve all our 

nroblems ,,r:1.th re,ipect to the Gull Island project, or any other 

nro.iect. You got to have proper cost controls, !fr. Speaker. You 

got to have a continual undating of information. You got to have 

the Periodic supnly of information to government, to the House, to 

the peonle of the province so that all concerned can see just what 

is hapnening, so that there will be no surprises, Hr. Speaker) no 

linerhoard mill tYPe surprises ~mere the cost of projects all of 

a sudden have douhled, tripled, quadrupled. 

~fl! .• NF.ARY: What about Spencer Lake type of surprises? 

~m. BARRY: No S~encer Lake type of surprises1 whatever they are 

eit!ter. No surprises period, !fr. Speaker. 

NR.. NF.ARY: No George McLean surnrises. 

I!R. BA..~RY: No surnrises period, Mr. Speaker. There shall be no 

s_urprises. 

'-'R.. NF.ARY : What about Trizec? 

HR. BARRY: No loot bags, ~fr. Speaker. 

A."I' HON. MF1·IDER: Inaudible. 

J1R. .BARRY: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. 'BARRY: 

No first aid party type surprises. 

What about the Silver Anniversary Celebrations? 

Mr. Sneaker, the honourable crowd opposite are 

fully familiar with the type of surprises I am talking about. 

'fr. Speaker, I also mentioned that it may be, I do not know, 

hut it may very well belthatjust as was required on the Upper 

Churchill, that this government, this province may have to make a 

commitment, 11r. Speaker, a collllllitment to guarantee completion of the 

Lower Churchill nroject 1 if this gets underway. Then, Hr. Sneaker, 

you have nossihly some possible -

AN !TON. '-IF~ER.: - - - --
}'R. BA.llR.Y: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

1'11' .• MR.RY: 

Inaudible. 

reconciliation necessary. 

Order, please! 

1--'r. Speaker, do I have to go over and control 

that myself or will the honourable House -
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"tR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

'fil . MURPHY: Use your black belt . 

HR. NEARY: !lave you got your belt ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

~IR. BA~Y: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. No•. listen. ~r. Speaker, 

i t may be necessary for t his government , or this province to commit 

itself, to commit, guarantee the completion of the Lower Churchill 

project, the Gull Island oroject . And it may be that it ~'ill become 

necessary to reconcile any limit of borrowing t hat is set by this 

House with such a ~uarantee of completion. 

Now personally 
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I can see ways where this can be brought about. I am open to suggestion 

from, God help us, the honourable members opposite. I have not had 

any constructive suggestions yet, but I am open to suggestion from them 

or honourable members on this side of the House or the general public 

either1 for that. Because, Mr. Speaker, I think a way that we can 

reconcile these, I do not think it is contradiction, but the principle 

on the one hand of having some control on the limit of spending 1and on 

the other hand, }Ir. Speaker, having the collDDitment to the Province 

behind the Gull Island project to encourage investment by private 

investors. If somebody is putting up $100 million, Mr. Speaker, and 

part of his security is the revenue that the Gull Island project is 

p,oing to produce once it is built, then he will expect to be guaranteed 

that it is going to be built, not that it is going to be stopped three­

-quarters of the way or half-way or whatever. But I think a way you can 

get around this, Mr. Speaker, is to provide with a guarantee of completion, 

if this is necessary, provide that information is periodically required 

to be submitted to the House of Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, this government has co1I111itted itself to this principle. 

It has never given, I submit, anybody in this Province or in this House 

any indication to believe that our policy was other than the one I have 

just mentioned. For the life of me, I cannot understand, I cannot under­

stand, I can understand why the Leader of the Opposition would raise it 1 

but for the life of me I cannot understand the reaction that he got when 

he raised it. He got a few of us following the red herring this time, 

1-!r. Speaker; but hopefully, the statement by the Leader of the Government 

and myself should have allayed that misapprehension. I hope that the 

honourable Hember for Labrador South who was not in the House, I do not 

think, or he may have been, when the Premier made the statement and who, 

I thinkJmay not have realized that this is the law right now. It is not 

something that we are changing. This is the law as it exists today with 

respect to loans and guarantees. There is no conflict with the Financial 

Administration Act. There is nothing new, no new power being put in 
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government by this legislation, these sections twenty-six to whatever 

they are. I submit, it wotild be a shame if the honourable member 

opposite did not feel that he could support this, otherwise, I would 

submit, worthwhile bill just because of these sections, particularly 

when the Premier and our government has made the commitment that there 

will be legislation with respect to the Gull Island project itself and 

that the borrowing will not be done on the basis of the sections in 

this bill. These sections are not necessary. This bill is not necessary. 

We could tear it up, withdraw it from the Order Paper and the power is 

there right now for government to borrow. 

In any event, Mr. Speaker, I would hope that all members of this 

honourable House will see fit to support this bill with the two amendment 

as I have made, but with no amendments to the loan and guarantee section 

because, Mr. Speaker, what we are talking about here is energy policy, 

what we are talking about is setting up a Corporation that is going to be 

in a position to advise government on the development of .energy policy. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if I could just briefly deal with some of the 

other specific matters raised by honourable members on the ~vdro Bill. 

The Leader of the Opposition got some headlines the first day by suggesting 

that we take over all power distribution systems in the Province. He did 

not explain why, Mr. Speaker. I would be interested in finding out why. 

When this government decided it was necessary to take over Churchill Falls 

Labrador Corporation, it was done for a very specific reason, ~r. Speaker. 

You had a private corporation blocking a policy of government, preventing 

a policy of government from being carried into effect. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if it were that any private distribution entity 

in the Province were blocking the government's policy, were preventing 

government policy from being carried into effect, then I would see some 

validity in the Leader of the Opposition's suggestion, 
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but, Mr. Speaker, nationalization for the sake of nationalization, 

what is there in that? What it means is that the government would 

have to take on the additional borrowing that will be necessary) 

I understand it is in the area of $50 million or in excess of $50 million 

over the next few years, that Newfoundland Light and Power alone sees 

will be necessary to upgrade its system. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, taking over this corporation or any other 

private distribution system will merely mean by this that this type 

of money will have to be raised from either the taxpayers of the province 

or the consumers of electricity in the province. There does not appear 

to be any conflict at the present time between government policy and 

having the distribution system run by private corporations. Until 

I see that there is a conflict, Mr. Speaker, I am afraid that I will 

not be able to accept that suggestion. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, we have another suggestion by the Leader 

of the Opposition that we restrict directors on the Board of Newfoundland 

Hydro to Canadian citizens resident in Newfoundland. Okay, on the face 

of it there does not appear to be any problem there, but, Mr. Speaker, 

I submit again it is an unnecessary tying of government's hands or 

the Power Corporation's hands by having any such clause in the 

act. It may be, for example, that the province can save money, can 

get more favourable rates from the bond markets of the world if it 

has a member of one of the large bond houses, one of the large 

American bond houses, for example, on the board of directors such 

as, ~r. Speaker, BRINCO had on its board of directors and such as 

we today have with respect to Churchill Falls, Labrador Corporation. 

We have Mr. Tomlinson who is a representative of Morgan,Stanley, a 

person who has the confidence of American investors who have put up 

a lot of money for the Upper Churchill. 

These investors like to have some independent individual 

on the board with no axe to grind, who can sort of keep an eye 

out for their interests. Now, if it is going to save us a few 

million dollars in interest rates or whatever to do this, I have 

no great hesitation, Mr. Speaker, in saying that I would be prepared 
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to put on one non-Canadian on the board of directors. I do not think 

there is any danger of a coup, a take over, any danger of the policy 

of the board then being oriented towards a non-Canadian policy, Mr. 

Speaker. So, I am not prepared to recommend that this restrictive 

type of clause go into this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to another suggestion by the 

Leader of the Opposition, which was that there be a duty imposed on the 

Corporation to protect the environment, Mr. Speaker, and that clause 

be written into the act. Mr. Speaker, this Corporation just like 

every other corporation in the province will be subject to the laws 

provided by this legislature for the protection of our environment. 

It is the responsibility and duty of the Department of Provincial 

Affairs and Environment to enforce such legislation. Such legislation 

should be and will be of general application, Mr. Speaker. There 

is absolutely no need or reason to have such a specific clause in 

this bill because this Corporation will be just as aware, tlr. Speaker, 

and I would hope even more aware of the necessity of avoiding any 

environmental disturbance as any other corporation would be. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have a couple of other points that 

have been raised, none of any great substance. I think some of these 

have been answered by the Minister of Fisheries, the Premier. Oh yes, 

here is one statement, Mr. Speaker. The Leader of the Opposition 1 

again in his clever, twisting way is trying to disseminate, I think, 

what they called in ''1984''.misinformation,was it? 
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I think they even had a minister of misinformation in the government 

at that time. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. ----·-

Well the Leader of the Opoosition would make a 

good minister of misinformation, Mr. Speaker, because he takes a 

set of facts, and he distorts, and he warps, and he twists, and he 

reads into it something very completely different than any reasonable 

interoretation of the facts ~,ould see there. 

He took, Mr. Speaker, the fact that the Power r.orporation is 

projecting that there is need for additional generating facilities to 

meet our energy needs in the late seventies, and the eighties1 he 

took this to mean that government had only recently, he said, discovered 

that there would be a power shortage. Now, Mr. Speaker, what nonsense! 

It does not say much, Mr. Speaker, for his opinion of onr Newfoundland 

people that he attempts to pull these red herrings, and these 

twisted, and warped interpretations of the facts before their eyes 

for his own oolitical ends, Mr. Speaker. 

The Power Corporation and this government are doing what the 

previous administration should have been doing, ~r. Speaker. We 

are trying to look ahead. We are trying to meet the needs of our 

province with respect to energy1 not just for the next one or two 

vears,where there will be a crisis situation development in three or 

four years, une,q,ected so that we have to deal with it in a hurry. 

'!r. Speaker, 1,rhat «•e are doing here, we are trying to develop means 

of meetinp, the energy needs of our province for the next twenty years, 

orobably.. We are talking about meeting the energy needs of our 

province in the eighties and nineties, Mr. Speaker. 

So this statement that we have only recently discovered that 

there would be a power shortage is total rubbish! Nonsense! 

What has to he done, Mr. Speaker, by the Power Corporation, 

bv anv other corporation in this day and age, in this day where 

circumstance~ change ~uite rapidly in many cases, and in a way often 

that is unexpected1 but circ,umstances do change and therefore, Mr. Speaker,~ 
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the oolicies of corporations must be flexible enough to adapt; 

and their estimates of what is necessary in order to keen up with 

future needs must be continuously revised. And this is done, Nr. 

Speaker, hy the Power Corporation, and will be done by Newfoundland 

Hydro, not just on a yearly bases, Mr. Speaker, hut even more 

frequently than that. 

AN HON . MEIIBER: 

MR. BARRY: -- -- --
MR. ROBERTS: 

AN l!ON. MEMBER: 

MR.~Y: 

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. BARRY: 

Inaudible. 

What is that? 

Labrador Linerboard turned down the proposal ..•• 

Inaudible. 

It was close1 I understand. 

Inaudible. 

Mr. Speaker, the honourable members have lots of 

experience in thatJcoming close in that wing. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. BARRY: 

They will need it to buy off Bill Saunders, you know. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the points that I meant to 

mention with respect to this section on the loan and guarantee that 

seems to be causing a lot of difficulty, I believe that there is ·a 

failure to consider that - the Financial Administration Act attempts 

to put a limit on the general borrowing power of government each year 

so that government cannot just borrow whatever it wants to, and develop 

whatever it wants to, and develop a completely new policy, and go off 

on a frolic of its own,say when this Rouse is not in session, or even 

when it is in session, and not without referring it to the legislature, 

committing this government, or committing the province to large sums of 

money. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit
1
without pushing the point, I just raise, 

it for considerationl that there may be a difference between that, 

putting a limit on the general borrowing power of the province, and 

looking at a specific project, and looking at the fact that you need a 

certain number of funds in order to complete a specific project. In 

other words, it may be, Mr. Speaker, that this province may. have to 

guarantee completion of the Gull Island project. Now that to me does not 

mean that the House has given up control over expenditures to the 
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Executive Committee or Executi ve Gouncil of government. All that 

means , M.r. Speaker, is that the !louse is behind this project, is 

p.oing to do whatever has to be done to see it through to completion. 

1'1e already have had e:-.-pressions o_f support for the project with 

the information now available for the amount1 pres~bly that has 

not turned anybody off, $1. n billion. 
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We are not talking about the House, Mr. Speaker, giving up control of 

the purse to government. We are talking now about making sure that 

the House is informed at all stages as to what is happening with respect 

to the Gull Island project and this, Mr. Speaker, this government is 

co=itted to. 

It may not be possible, Mr. Speaker, to say that this government 

will periodically bring in bills authorizing another $200 million or 

another $300 million to be spent because, ~r. Speaker, it may be,and 

most likely wtll be1 that the financial package put together will see 

the Province having to commit itself over five or six years to drawing 

down $200 million or $300 million as the Premier has listed in his speech 

several days ago, But it may be that this commitment will be done in 

one year, in this coming year, that we have commit ourselves to the full 

amount of the project, the funds to be draim down over a number of years. 

So, this is the difficulty in doing what the Leader of the Opposition 

just raised as a possibility, of periodically bringing in bills with 

specific amounts to be guaranteed. But, I think everybody in this 

honourable House, Mr. Speaker, agrees that there should be sufficient 

information forthcoming at all times to permit the people of the Province 

to know where the project stands. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition raised another 

matter that was raised by the Federal Government as well. He talked 

about the difficulty the Province will have in getting this project off 

the ground without take or pay contracts, that we must have customers 

for the power, meaning large scale industrial customers. 

MR. ROBERTS: No, no, meaning sOl!le customers. 

MR. BARRY: Well, Mr. Speaker, some customers,and the information with 

respect to some customers are set out in the Teshmont Zinder Report which 

indicates, Mr. Speaker, that if there was no new customer ever came into 

Newfoundland over the next fifteen years, that by the 1990's our present 

existing domestic and connnercial and industrial customers will be using 

the full amount of the Gull Island power. So that the problem is, Mr. 

Speaker, to take up the slack in the early years because it is a matter 
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of getting a balance. You want to have as much powers left to meet your 

future needs as possible. At the same time, !lr. Speaker, you do not want 

to have a lot of power built into the system, a lot of capability built 

into the system., but not able to be used because that means that you 

losing money. That means that the power you are taking out on the early 

years will cost that. much more than it could if the extra power was being 

utilized at the same time. That is why it is an a4vantage to us if we 

can, to sell surplus power in the early years to Quebec or whomever, 

Possibly we might attract customers on the Island and give chem some 

reduced rates in the early years, the same as, treat. it as surplus power, 

but by early years, I do not mean forty year contracts. I mean a five, 

six, seven year -ineentive to get them to locate, where they stare off 

in a surplus power position recogni.zing that they move then to new 

contracts representing fully tl,e true costs of supplying the power . 

These are just ideas. These are ways tha·t we can bring down the 

costs to the consumer in the early years. But, getting back to the 

necessity of having long term contracts, Mr . Speaker, when we first went 

up to Ottawa and I have the brief here. that we presented to the federal 

minis te.r, Hr. MacDonald, this was 
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the same thing that was put to us, look you have got to show 

us where you can sell all this power. You have got to 

show us before we commit the federal government to supporting 

this project, we want to see take or pay contracts. 

Now we very forcefully put to the federal government, 

first of all that if they made that a commitment of their support 

for the project that that would be putting us behind the eight ball 

in terms of dealing with any potential customers because the 

customers would know they had us right where they wanted us. 

They would know that we could not get federal assistance for 

the project unless we got their contracts,and therefore they 

could screw us down, they could beat us down to the lowest possible 

price. We pointed this out to the federal government. 

We also pointed out certain statistics with respect to 

our province's future load growth. We pointed out,for example, 

that the amount of energy used per capita or used per household 

in the province was very much less than that used nationally. We 

pointed out that the per capita income of the province was lower 

than other provinces and that as the per capita income increased, 

which it will have to if any regional economic expansion programmes 

succeed, as per capita incomes increase so will energy usage. 

We pointed out that electric central heating will 

increase greatly as will the use of electrical appliances. We pointed 

out that there was a larger percentage of homes without central 

heating and a larger percentage of homes without the electrical 

appliances in Newfoundland than in the country generally. 

For example, that thirty-six per cent, and these are 1973 

figures, I think, thirty-six per cent of our Newfoundland households 

are without central heating as opposed to only twelve per cent 

nationally. We pointed out that there are thirty-one per cent of 

our homes in Newfoundland without hot water heating, or without 

hot water installed in the home. Thirty-one per cent, this is back 
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in 1973. 

MR. NEARY: This bill is going to change all that. 

MR. BARRY: Versus only six per cent nationally. 

NM - 2 

We pointed out that there were eleven per cent of our 

Newfoundland homes without refrigerators in Newfoundland, versus 

one-point-four per cent nationally. 

In other words we were showing that Newfoundland's growth 

in electrical enerizy demand in the domestic sector alone can be 

expected to outstrip the national increase and demand by a 

significant margin as our province caught up. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I hope we never catch up to some of 

the wasteful habits that are seen both on Mainland Canada, in 

North America generally, some of the wasteful habits with respect 

to the consumption of electricity. I suppose the electric toothbrush 

has to be the ultimate in that 1 I do not mean to insult anybody 

who has one> but the E0 lectric carving knife and others. You look 

at either one of these and there is no great use 1I supposelof 

power, the energy that they use in any one year would not be the 

same as that used by the person that leaves .a sixty watt bulb 

burning all night because he is nervous in the dark, but still it is 

the combined, it is the culture that that implies. It is the 

trend that is shmm there, you know 1the problems of affluence, 

Mr. Speaker. Well i1 do not want to see our province get to that 

stage, I do not think we will, But the facts that we quoted to 

the federal government did indicate that the load growths that we 

were projecting as reasonable for this province over the next ten, 

fifteen years, could be accepted and furthermore, Mr. Speaker, we 

told them, if they were not prepared to support the projected load 

growths that we were setting out, they were in effect saying they 

were not prepared to support the idea of this province continuing 

to be a viable province. 

Uecause, Mr. Speaker, if there is any future for our 

province you have got to assume that there is going to be a continuing 
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growth, a continuing development and that Means you have got 

to assume a continuing load growth with respect to electricity, 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, after a year and a half I have to say I have 

to compliment the federal government. I have to say that they 

did listen to us. They must have, Mr. Speaker, because they have 

come through with a commitment for $343 million without requiring 

us to show them take or pay contract. There commitment in turn, 

Mr. Speaker, will assist us in putting together the rest of the 

financial package because when the federal government committed 

those funds they in effect said This project is viable. You can 

bring power across to the Island of Newfoundland by a tunnel. The 

province can meet the cost from the consumption expected in the province 

over the next fifteen years, the cost of providing this facility, Mr. 

Speaker. So, the federal government have said in committing these 

dollars that they believe this is an economically viable project. 

Now, the federal government has not required us to show 

take or pay contracts. Why)therefore1does the Leader of the Opposition 

insist on our showing take or pay contracts? Has he read the Techmont, 

Zinder Report? Has anybody over there read it? 

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Yes. 

MR. BARRY: Well then you know that it shows that a reasonable load 

growth of the province will take up the quantity of energy to be made 

available from the Lower Churchill. I will not go into the different 

projections we made, Mr. Speaker. We sent out all sorts of alternatives 

from a high load growth to a slow load growth to a medium load grc-wth 

to a minimum load growth and basically, Mr. Speaker, we are saying 

that approximately eight per cent load growth is not unreasonable. 

When the federal government was analysing our figures They subjected 

our figures, Mr. Speaker, to certain assumptions. They assumed much 

lower load growths than what we consider to be reasonable. Even with 

those assumptions, the figures they ran through their computers still 

indicat'ed that this Gull Island project was viable, and the cheapest 

of the alternatives. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if I could just briefly - oh yes, there 

was another reference, Mr. Speaker, to the comparison of the Gull 

Island project and the electricity from Gull Island to thermal and 
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nuclear plants and the suggestion was made that because of the 

large escalation in Gull Island we should look at something else. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the things that we did just in late 1974, about 

six months after the Teshmont, Zinder Report wa.s done, we did another 

review of our figures because of the escalation that took place last 

year. We found, Mr. Speaker, that while the Gull Island project 

had escalated by some twenty-three per cent, that the fossil fuel 

alternatives, the thermal alternative 1had increased by some twenty­

four per cent and the nuclear alternative had escalated by some thirty­

two per cent. There was a smaller escalation on the Gull Island 

project than there was on either of the alternatives. That is because 

of the different components that go into each type project. 

Gull Island has a higher earth moving component 1for example, 

that does not escalate as much as the nuclear plant with its sophisticated 

equipment and so on, very cnmplicated, Mr. Speaker, very complicated. 

Anyhow, if I could just finish off briefly with a few more 

interesting points. Somewhere here I have the figures. Oh yes, here 

we are. Whether take or pay contracts are essential, whether it is 

going to be necessary for us to sell power to industrial users or 

whether it is essential that we sell power to Quebec, surplus power 

to Quebec - well, there is some debate. It is not totally clear. 

The best opinion that I can formulate from the information the 

experts give me is that even if there is no surplus power sold 

to Quebec
1
and the project you anticipate at being completed in 1980, 

that Gull is still the most economical alternative compared to 
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thermal or nuclear . as long as borrowing rates are less than eleven per 

cent. Now, if borrowing rates go above eleven per cent, we have to rework 

our figures, but they are below that now. They appear to be going down 

and this is why we say. that even if no surplus is sold to Quebec, it 

appears that the project, the Gull Island project, is still the cheapest 

way of going about things. 

Now, if surplus is sold, of cour-se, it will be even better, even 

more attractive, even more cheap for our consumers. We also, Mr. Speaker, 

considered the effect of very low load growths. We considered the effect 

of the higher escalation. We considered the effect of the increase in 

borrowing rates, all of which, of course, work adversely on the Gull 

Island project. If we assume that there is surplus power sold as 

anticipated iri the Teshmont 1 Zinder Report
1
to Quebec, interest rates could 

go up as high as thirteen per cent and Gull Island would still be the 

preferred alternative. It would still be cheaper than the thermal or 

nuclear route. 

Now, the Leader of the Opposition asked where are we going to use 

the power, ~!r. Speaker. Well, it is not where we are going to use the 

power, it is where you use it at fmat period. We can use all the power, 

we will be able to use all the power of the Lower Churchill, Gull Island 

and more by the early 19~0's. We will need another hydro development 

in Labrador o·r a development on the Island •. Maybe at that stage our 

system will be large enough to take in a nuclear plant, if that is more 

attractive than a hydro development at that stage, but by 1990, Mr. Speaker, 

we are gain!!; to need other developments. Prior to 1990, we will have to 

start planning and committing ourselves to other developments. There is 

no stopping, Mr. Speaker, there is no stopping. 

AN H0N0UlttillLE MEMBER: With Gull Island -

MR. BARRY: With Gull Island there will be, If there was no large scale 

industrial development in the Province, all of,the power would not be 

taken up until around 1990. That is assuming the existing load growth. 

Now, we have seen amazing things happen with respect to load growth, Mr . 
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Speaker. Before the Bay D'Espoir went in, there was an increase in 

load growth of six per cent a year and the Federal Government at the time of 

Bay D'Espoir, they were very concerned because they could not see how 

that rate of increase would he any greater than six or seven per cent 

a year. After Bay D'Espoir, Mr. Speaker; it doubled. I think for a 

time it tripled. The power was there, so people used it and this is 

why we brought in these statistics to show just where the Province is 

behind the rest of the country in tenns of the amount of energy used 

per year per capita. The inference, Mr. Speaker, is that it is likely 

that Newfoundlanders will tend, because we have the same habits as our 

fellow Canadians, the same life style and so on, that it is likely that 

we will increase our consumption the same way as consumption has increased 

nationally. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that that should answer where the customers 

for the power are going to come from and who is going to use it. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. BARRY: Transportation tunnel - I think I dealt with that, Mr. Speaker, 

in my opening remarks. It is simply a question of whether at this stage 

our government
1
with respect to transportation priorities1 should connnit 

another $120 to $150 million to a transportation tunnel, whether that 

should-take priority as compared to building a Trans-Labrador Highway 

or paving the Great Northern Peninsula Road or what have you, that we 

have established that our first priority should be to build an energy 

carrying tunnel from the Island, but it has to be shown to my satisfaction 

that this additional $120, $150 million should be spent on a transportation 

tunnel. It has not been shown to me that this need is there at the present 

time. 

I do believe, however, that this is something 
0

that we will probably 

see in a very short period. We will see a transportational link to the 

mainland. It is an idea, Mr. Speaker, whose time has come or else will 

very soon come. The other points, Mr. Speaker, if I could just check for 

a moment. I think I have answered most of them. 
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Oh yes, the Member for Bell Island attempted to give us a hard 

time about the harsh words we were laying on the federal govermrent, 

Mr. Speaker, and again he got back to his policy, and I assume it is 

the Liberal policy,that we should be going with cap in hand, Mr. Speaker. 

We should be going tugging our forelock, and kissjng their shoes when 

we go up to Ottawa, because, Mr. Speaker, if we do not, they will not 

be nice to us, and they will not give us anything. What rubbish, 

Mr. Speaker! What nonsense! I think that this particular exercise 

has shown that if you take a proper business-like approach, if you 

do your homework before you go up, if you get your facts and your figures 

straight, it does not matter how hard a case, how aggressive a case 

we put to Ottawa, that they will come through with the goods. Now 

they have come through with some $343 million, Mr. Speaker. I think 

that means something. 

Some of the members on this side of the House, I think, the 

Member for St. John's South raised some questions with respect· to the 

technical feasibility - I am not sure if it was St. John's South or 

St. John's North, possibly St. John's North. 

AN HON. _MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

XR.. BARRY: Sure, Mr. Speaker, there are doubts. I am not 

prepared to stand up in this House and say that every aspect of 

this project is nailed down that there is no possibility of anything 

going wrong. Mr. Speaker, there are many places where things can go 

wrong, for example, in the construction of a tunnel, Mr. Speaker. You are 

dealing with probabilities, you are dealing with some unknown. You 

do not know with absolute certainty the condition of the rock underneath 

the Straits of Belle Isle. What you have to do, Mr. Speaker, is you have 

to get the best possible adttce and information, the best likelihood, 

the best probabilities, and from everything that is given us by the 

top-notch people in the world, by the best people in the world, they 

are telling us that this is a project that has a high rate of success, 

that has an acceptable rate of success,that is something that is viable, 

that is something that can be constructed,that is something that can be 
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constructed and have power flowing over the lines at a cost 

cheaper than any other alternative. Now, Mr. Speaker, we have to rely 

on the opinions of our experts, and this is what we are prepared to 

do, but do not let anybody start saying that oh, this government is 

saying there is no possibility of doubt, no possibility of problems. 

Mr. Speaker, if this is like any other project in the world, there will 

be problems. 

MR. CARTER: Would the minister permit a question? 

What about sending the power -

MR. MURPHY: 

MR. CARTER: 

Stand up Joh~, if you are going to ask a question. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the minister a question. 

While I was speaking on the bill, I suggest that it may be wise 

to consider sending the power down to North America and the Eastern 

Seaboard of the United States, Would the minister comment on that aspect 

of it) please? 

MR. BARRY: Sure, Mr. Speaker, sure we can send all the power 

that we can develop in Labrador, we can ship it down to the United States 

or to Ontario or to Quebec but where does that leave us, Mr. Speaker? 

What we are talking about now is not developing a project for the 

sake of developing a project. We are talking about trying to meet 

the energy needs of this province, trying to bring power where the 

people are. What we have determined is that in terms of meeting the 

needs of the people on the Island of Newfoundland, the needs that 

they will have in the 1980's
1
that the development of Gull Island 

and bringing power underneath the Strait of Belle,:Isle is the cheapest, 

best way of meeting those needs. 

Now we might be taking some chances, Mr. Speaker, 

Nobody is saying that this is an easy life, nobody is saying that 

there are no doubts in the minds of people dealing in this project or 

any other project, What we are saying, Mr. Speaker, is that if you 

are going to live, you are going to take risks. What you got to make 

sure is that you minimize the risk, that you make the risk acceptable, 

and from the information that I am supplied with, this is an acceptable risk. 
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Large stakes, a lot at stake as far as this province is concerned, but 

if we can avoid having it become a political football, Hr. Speaker, 

if we can 
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make a business type of approach to the thing. I think that this 

project can become something that the province will be proud of. 

I think it is something that will meet our energy needs7 _that it 

will show the rest of the world that we can control our destiny down 

here in Newfoundland. But it is going to take a lot of hard work 

over the next few years, Mr. Speaker. 

I do not know if there is anything else worth mentioning, 

Mr. Speaker. I think I have covered most of the things. I think 

that honourable members of the House will have an opportunity to 

raise any questi~ns that I have missed answering during the committee 

stage. Let me just say, Hr. Speaker, that we have a choice, we have 

a choice between accepting this energy policy that government are 

putting forth1attempting to develop the energy potential of Labrador, 

attempt to bring it to the Island of Newfoundland, attempt to tie 

the Island of Newfoundland into Labrador~ the rest of the province, 

and the rest of Canada by means of a national grid. Or, Mr. Speaker, 

we can take the possibly safer, more cautious, more expensive approach 

of building up our generating capacity in bits and pieces, putting 

in ther1110 plants, relying on fossil, fuel fired thermo plants, 

relying on high priced foreign petroleum product. By 1980, Mr. 

Speaker, the Power Corporation will he paying close to $40 million 

a year, just on bunker C petroleum products 
I 

close to $40 million 

a year, Hr. Speaker. 

You are talking in enormous quantities of dollars. There is 

a lot at stake. Mr. Speaker, I think that this is an occasion 

when all members of this House should be able to agree, as this 

is a project which was imaginative1 that is, Hr. Speaker, a project 

that has all factors coming right. It is a project that grasps 

the imagination. That appears to be right for this particular time, 

Mr. Speaker, in our province's history. It is a project that with 

one fell swoop will end the isolation of our province, in terms of 

tying us into the rest of Canada_. . a Canadian electricity grid. It 

will at the same time, Mr. Speaker, bring hopefully two parts of our 
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province together, the Island and Labrador, where it will not be, 

Mr. Speaker, a matter of having the isolation between the two 

parts of our province that we have had up to now. 

As I say we could take the safer aporoach. In my opinion, 

that would be a sha:me. ln my opinion, that would be costing our 

people more in five or. six years for the electricity that they wish to 

consume. And in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, it will be dooming our 

provj_nce to economic stagnation. So our choice, Mr. Speaker, is 

betweet continued growth, continued economic growth and stagnation. 

This bill is not going to meet all o~r problems, Mr. Speaker. 

But this bill I submit is a good ster, in the right direction. 

_:_l_ llON • '·11': •ffi~: llear! Hear! 

"MR. HARRY: It is a good piece of legislation. We should cast 

out of our minds the red herrings that were cast into them by the 

Leader of the Opposition. We should face up to -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. - ·----

MR. BARRY: We should face up to, Mr. Speaker, the question that 

is at issue here. Does this House support the energy policy of this 

government, or does. it not? 

AN . UON • mi.BER : 

!·JON. MEl'fBERS: 

im. BARRY: 

Speaker. 

~ ON. ¾EMBER : 

MR. BARRY: ---·---

Hear! Hear! 

Inaudihle. 

Tt)at is what this debate has been all about, Mr. 

That bill has not been ••••• 

I support the energy policy of this government. I 

believe the people of the province support it, Mr. Speaker. Now let 

us see who does not. 

MR. SPEAKER: -------- Order, please! 

MR. 0:JlERTS : Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the minister could answer a 

question. I followed, as attentively as I could what little sense 

there was in most of his remarks. But I wonder could he make one 

thing clear. Do the government propose to amend Sections (26) through 

(32) at co11I111ittee stage of this bill? 
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MR·. llAP..RY : - - ---- Mr. Speaker, I have made that ahundantly clear that 

there will J,e no amendment to Sectjons (2fi) throup:h (32). There 

will he no amendment hecause -
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AN HONOURABLE Hfil!BER: Inaudible. 

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. BARRY: - no amendment neccessary, there is nothing in these sections 

changing the existing law. The law as it stands today, if this bill never 

goes through the House;will be unchanged in all substantial matters. I 

think there are one or two points out in committee, one or two minor 

changes, Mr. Speaker, but there is nothing here that changes the existing 

law. The concerns that were expressed, Mr. Speaker, the concerns were 

expressed were expressed, I believe, because of the concerns of members 

that government was taking this as their authorization to proceed and 

lash out $1.6 billion, commit the Province to $1.6 billion of expenditure. 

This government, Mr. Speaker, has said that that is not the case and if 

there are honourable. members here who are not prepared to accept this, 

then they vote against the bill and they vote against the energy policy 

of this government. 

A.~ HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

AN HONOURABLE !!EMBER: Inaudible. 

'!R. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Is it the pleasure of the House that the Bill be now read 

a second time? Those in favour "Aye", Those against "Nay", carried. 

JIR.. ROBERTS: We will divide the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Call in the members. 

Order,please! Order, please! 

All those in favour of the motion please rise. The honourable the 

Hinister of Hines and Energy; the honourable the Minister of Health; 

the honourable the Minister of Social Services; 

HR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

The honourable the Minister of Manpower and Industrial 

Relations; the honourable the 1linister of Rehabilitation and Recreation; 

the honourable the Minister of Education; the honourable the Minister 

of Fisheries, the honourable the Minister of Finance; the honourable the 
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Minister of Forestry and Agriculture; the honourable the 'linist.er of 

Tourism; the honourable the Minister of Rual Development; }Ir. D.imphy; 

Mr. Alyward; Mr. Wells; Mr. Morgan; Mr. Brett; Mr. Senior; }Ir. Carter; 

Mr. Wilson; nr·. Marshall ; Mr. Young: Hr. Howard; 

MR. SPEAKER: Those against the motion, please rise. The honourable 

the Leader of the Opposition; 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, 'please! Order, please! 

Mr. Gillett; Captain Winsor; Mr. Neary; Mr. Thoms; Mf, Simmons; 

Mr. Hartin. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! I declare the motion carried, 

On motion, a bill, "An Act Respecting The Newfoundland And 

Labrador Hydro Electric Corporation," read a second time, ordered 

referred to a Committee of the Whole House on tommoq:ow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order (1), the Address in Reply, I think the last day it 

was adjourned by the honourable Member for Bonavista North. He has fifteen 

minutes left, 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I have fifteen minutes left. Do not worry, I -

AA. SPEAKER: 

left. 

I informed the honourable member he had fifteen minutes 

MR: THOMS: Mr. Speaker, when I adjourned the debate -

MR. CROSBIE: A year ago. 

MR. THOMS: Over a week ago, over, well over a week ago, I was spea}dng 

on some of the problems which our farmers are experiencing in the Province 

at the present time. Mr. Speaker, many of these problems have been brought 

about by various powers outside of our Province, but many of them, Nr. 

Speaker·, have been brought about by ·the lack of understanding by the 

present administration. The present administration, Mr, Speaker, have 

totally ignored the problems of not only our farmers but our forestry 

people as well, that is, the people who produce in this Province, the 

basic industries, Mr. Speaker. An amazing thing about it, Mr. Speaker, 

the present goverrunent continues to ignore the people that are working 

in this Province. They continue to ignore the problems. 
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MR. SIMMONS: Hear! Hear! True. Right on. 

MR. THOMS: They just stand by and hope the problems will go away. 

They do nothing to solve them, nothing whatsoever. They just simply 

ignore the problems and ignore the people. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, 

our problems continue to be 'With us day after day. Our lackadaisical 

do-nothing government just stands idly by hoping that they will go 

away, but, Mr. Speaker, problems do not go away. They stay with us 

until wehave competent people in government who can face the problems, 

come up with solution which will overcome the problems of our people. 

Now, 11r • Speaker, 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: .Inaudible. 

MR. THOMS: We had a government elected some three years ago, Mr . Speaker,.. 

MR.. sPEAKER : Order, please! 

MR. THOMS: We had a government elected, Mr. Speaker, some five years 

ago who were supposed to have all the answers. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Go out and find your pills, boy. 

MR. SI:!AMONS: 

1-ffi. THOMS: 

Only three, it seems like five or ten. 

Seems like a life time, you know. But, Mr. Speaker, this 

government was elected with a vast majority and they were supposed to have 

all the answers to the problems of the people of Newfoundland, but, Mr. 

Speaker, when all the problems are presented to them, they do not have 

th.e answers . They have a careless attitude. They could not care less 

about the problems of the people. They have closed off Confederation 

Building completely from the people of this Province. 

MR. SIMMONS : Locked it up. 

MR. THOMS: They have closed up the eighth floor of this building. It 

is out of bounds to any Newfoundlander now. If you are from Toronto, you 

can get in to see the Premier . 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is not true. 

l·!R. THOMS : It is true. It is totally true. There is no way to get 

on the eighth floor of the Confederation Building now. You can pass through 

the Iron Curtain in Berlin quicker than you can get on the eighth floor 
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of this building. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SIM!10NS: Sure, you are not a Newfoundlander, Leo, Re is talking 

about Newfoundlanders. 

MR. THOMS: But, Mr. Speaker, this is the old attitude of this government, 

the careless, do-nothing attitude of this administration. They have not 

at all met face to face with the problems, not ·at· all met face to face 

with the people of the Province. Therefore; Mr. Spe3:ker, the problems 

continue to exist. They continue to grow. They con.tinue to multiply 

and our cocktail administration just seems to g.o on and exist, fly high -

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: - blueben:y juice -

MR. THOMS: - fly high on liquor that is paid for by the taxpayers of ~ 

this Prov-ince, continue in this trend of living, Mr·. Speaker, while our 

poor people today continue to try to merely exist. 

Why, sure, I was reading in the "Telegram", ·r believe it was today's, 

where something over fo·rty-three per cent of our people, forty-three 

per cent of our children are living in conditions th.at are not close to the 

Canadian standard. In other words, they a·re living in poverty. It would 

do. any minister of the Crown good to read that art~cle in today's 

"Telegram" 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Do you create that -

·MR. THOMS: Yes, you created it, sure. It has 0 Rappened this last 

thr.ee years. Sure you have. You spent more money this last three years 

than any previous government did in ten. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 
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This fiscal year I believe the total budget was something like 

$752 million. This coming year I would predict it will be well 

over $800 billion. Possibly $830 million or $840 million, more 

money than ever the Newfoundland Government saw before. Still we 

seem to be doing less with more money, way less. As a matter of 

fact, our people of this province r.ave yet to pinpoint anything 

that this government have done. This situation continues to exist 

just because, Mr. Speaker, we have a very incompetent government 

composed of very incompetent ministers. The only way that we can 

overcome this problem is for the Premier to take a one way trip 

down to the Lieutenant-Governor~because a one way trip it will be 

for sure. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the election of 1972 the Premier 

made a helicopter visit to my district. lie dropped down in at 

least three places. The first spot he dropped down he promised 

IB-1 

paved roads. He dropped down in Hare Bay. We were going to have paved 

roads all over the place. The provincial government was going to 

pave the roads, the Premier said. To this date not one cent of 

pavement has been carried out by the provincial government, not 

one cent. He dropped down in Valleyfield, dropped down on the wharf. 

He promised the people there a stadium. Today the committee there 

cannot even get an appointment with the Premier to talk about a 

possible stadium. This was in March of 1972. 

Mr. Speaker, today we have no sign of any promises that 

the Premier committed in that election. Mr. Speaker, it is no 

wonder that. members of the Opposition are reluctant to believe the 

Premier when he promises that he will do this or he will do that or 

change some aspect of a bill. No wonder we are reluctant to believe 

him. We just simply do not believe him because he is a man who never 

keeps his word. He has yet to keep his word. 

A;~ HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. THOMS: It is a fact,is it not? I am irritating the Minister of 

Education because he knows what I am saying is true. 
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MR. OTTENHEIMER: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. The honourable 

gentleman obviously has every right to maintain his own positions 

and criticize the government, but he does not have the right to 

deny the veracity of a statement by the Premier or any other member, 

not a minister or any other member. I think the honourable gentleman 

perhaps did nc,t intend to state that, but my understanding of the 

rule is that no member has the right to deny the honesty of another 

member. He may differ in point of view of interpretation, but not 

to deny the truthfulness of another member. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order, Sir. This whole 

matter of the point of order raised by my honourable and learned 

friend, the Minister of Education, Sir, is merely a matter of opinion 

between two members. My colleague, Sir, merely questioned the 

credibility of the administration and of the l'r·emier's statements. 

He is entitled to do that, Sir. He did not question. the honesty 

or the integrity of the honourable the Premier. It was merely the 

political credibility of the administration and of the Premie.r's 

statements, Sir, and that is all my colleague questioned. -I would 

submit that he is in order, Sir, and that he not be harassed by the 

Minister of Education and he be allowed to continue on with his speech . 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: If I may, Mr. Speaker. Certainly if that in fact 

was what the honourable gentleman said, then obviously he was in order, 

if that is in fact what he said. If he was stating that the wo·r<l of 

the Premier or of any ether member could not be accepted, then he 

was out of order. It is a question of which. 

MR. SPEAKER (DUNPHY): Order, please! 

The Chair interprets the gentleman's st a terr.en ts as somewhat 

border line. I caution him at this point to be careful in his remarks. 

MR. THOMS: Our Speaker is indeed a real diplomaL 

Mr. Speaker, what I was saying, no one in Newfoundland 

today trusts the present administration. tlo one believes them, not 

even the Minister of Education. We do net believe him either. 

MR. OTTENllEIMER: Mr. Speaker, to a point of order. lle is real-ly 

not allowed to say that. He may disagree with me but he is not 
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allowed to say that any member is in fact a liar. 

MR. THOMS: To that point of order, Mr. Speaker. I did not call 

the honourable gentl~man a liar. I just simply stated that I would 

not believe him. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: I do not think the honourable gentleman absolutely 

has the right to say that. 

MR. SPEAKER (DUNPHY): I think I cautioned the honourable gentleman 

a moment ago about these border line remarks and he is getting closer 

to the point. I would caution him once again that he is getting very 

close to being unparliamentary. I would ask him to be careful. 

MR. THOMS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I was saying, we in the District of 

Bonavista North were indeeded promised some paved roads, a stadium, 

recreation centers and a dozen other things. Mr. Speaker, to this 

date we have not seen any positive proof whatsoever that these 

promises would be fulfilled or any proof that there is any intention 

In-3 

of fulfilling them. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, we are indeed disappointed. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, we fail to give any credibility to any 

statement made by any minister of the crown. 

Their actions have been somewhat dishonourable. Their 

incompetence is outstanding. 

_MR. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. The honourable 

gentleman from Bonavista North referred to members of this House of 

Assembly as being dishonoural::le. Now, Mr. Speaker, that kind of 

statement is completely unparliamentary. I would ask that the Chair 

rule that the member would retract that statement. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I retract that statement. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been promised many things. Mr. Speaker, 

if one were to go back to that great election manifesto of March 1, 

1972 which was presented to the people of Newfoundland in the form 

of a Throne Speech, it is full of promises. Maybe one could even 

interpret it as intentions of a government, but intentions that 

never did materialize. For example, Mr. Speaker, the government at that 

973 



March 10, 1975 Tape 306 (afternoon) 

day promised to provide some farm eq·uipment banks for the farmers 

of this province. 

MR. NEARY: Farming gear. 

IB-4 

MR. THOMS: No, not necessarily farming gear. Farm equipment h_anks 

was the phrase they used. Mr. Speaker, even to thi~ day, th_ree years 

after, there is no sign whatsoever of any equipment for any of these 

banks. As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, ther!'! h-as been no announcement 

as to what locations these banks are to be set up, where they are 

to be set up. So, Mr. Speaker, this jndeed is proof that this 

aµministration is trying to pull the wool over the eyes of the people 

of this province. Mr. Speaker, our people will ndt he foo]ed. They 

were fooled once I but they will never be fooled the second t in,e, 

!Ir. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, you could go through the 1972 Throi1e Speech 

and you could pick out any number of subjects whereby this government 

has completely flopped on the job. ,Ir. Speaker, in the present 

Throne Speech it is a twenty-one page document as . empty, Mr. Speaker, 

as a balloon c,n the other side of the moon. 

MR. SPEAKER (DUNPHY): The honourable gentleman has twenty seconds 

to finish. 

MR. THOMS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I always -thought we were r,iven 

a five minute warning. 

Mr. Speaker, to sum up, we have had three years of Tory rule 

in Newfoundland now. The three years represent a -complete catalogue 

of mistakes, three years of Tory mistakes, three years of doing nothing, 

but, Mr. Speaker, their biggest mistake was in itself doing nothing. 

MR, SPEAKER (DUNPHY): The honourabl_c gentleman's time is up . . 

MR. THOMS: May I just finish, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKEk (f UNPHY) : Yield the floor for the next ·speaker. 

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that ·,Cod limited the 

intelligence of this government, it is very unfortunate. that he did 

not also limit their stupidity. 
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MR. EVANS: Too much blueberry juice. 

MR. G. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, and members of this honourable House, 

it is with great pleasure I stand here today to speak in the 

Address in Reply to the Speech from the Throne so ably put 

by the Member from Bay de Verde and seconded by the Member 

for Bonavista South. 

I may stray somewhat differently than the honourable 

Member for Bonavista North. I am sure the people in this House 

and the people in this province and the people from the district 

which he represents, deserve a whole lot better than what he 

threw forth here today. 

'rt is not bad enough, !'1r. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. WU.SON: To not even rise -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. WILSON: To not even rise -

MR. EVANS: Yours is built on Waterford Bridge Road. 

MR. SPEAKER (DUNPHY): I will caution the Member from Hermitage that 

he along with others must obey the rules of the House, that when a 

member is speaking he is to be heard in silence. 

MR. WILSON: As I way saying, Mr. Speaker, not even to rise to support 

this great project that is now being underway to undertake at 

Churchill Falls, sorry to see that members who have sat in this , 

honourable House, on the same side which it is on, are against 

this bill. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. WILSON: It is not enough -

MR. SPEAKER (DUNPHY): Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: That bill has nothing to do with Churchill Falls. 

MR. WILSON: Not enough to do, Mr. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: How would he know? 
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MR. NEARY: Learn to read and write bov. - - -- - --
MR. WILSON: -· ------ Take your time, vou should have done all of that. You 

are supposed to have all the sense and the knowledge over on that 

side. I would show you in a few minutes what vou fellows dirl. 

SOME RON. ME'-IBERS: (Inaudible) - ·--- - ---
MR. WILSON: Mr . Speaker, I mean to kee-p clear somewhat of the 

honourable the Member for Bonavista North because if I harl come into 

this House of Assembly to rer>resent a district which I had p;reat 

respect for and handled myself no better than has leen done bv that 

honourable gentleman, I would go through the door and sav, "fleet a 

new member." 

MR. NEARY: Bonavista. 

~R_!.._~L§ON: Whv I am savinp; that, I am strictly goinP, to trv to 

deal with the issues and the first is, Mr. Sneaker, Social Services. 

"My government will continue the policy of oroviding assistance at 

public expense for the Newfoundlanders, who throuP,h no fault of their 

own, are out of emoloyment. 

Mr. Speaker, and members of this honourable Ha~se, that is one 

of the first duties that I, as a member and the oeoole of our nrovince 

have. These people through no fault of their own are out of emr>lovment 

and thev have to ask for social assistance. He should noint no finger 

at them. That is number one. 

Number two, Mr. Speaker, is fisheries. I am sure it is of great 

concern to everv member of this Rouse of Assembly, and it should he. 

As a fisherman of years ago it gives me great concern when I turn . 

around and see what is happening now and hear about the great issue of 

what is being done. We are being _deorived, as I said here a few davs 

ago when I spoke, of our seal fishery. While we are being denrived of 

our seal fishery we are also being deprived of our cod fishery. 

Because a number of years ago, in thirty-four, thirty-five, thirtv-six, 

thirty-seven, thirty-eight and thirty-nine there was a seal fishery in 

this country. There could be twenty-two to twenty-five sealing vessels 
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go to the front, probably a million seals would be killed and 

their carcasses used to provide bait for the inshore fishery. 

NM - 3 

Also, there was the offal from the steamers and the food 

that the people were eating and therefore the fish never had to go 

out to the Grand Banks to -search for caplin. Caplin is a warm and 

a salt water fish. Now the seals have become so numerous that 

they are eating up the spawn of the fish and the fish are 

not getting any inshore bait. 

This is the problem. No one else spoke about our seal 

fishery, they let it die. They went along with the honourable iack 

Davis. That is what the Liberal Party did. For twenty-three years 

this went on. Not one word about it, not one word about it, and I 

do not want to go back to the past but I have come to the conclusion 

that we have to look to th~ future for our younger generation's 

sake. This is why I am looking forward. 

Our seal fishery is being depleted, by whom? By whom? The 

Russians and the Norwegians can come over and take what they like 

and, Mr. Speaker, you know what we have to do. I will give you an 

instance of what we have to do - cat and dog food is imported into 

the Province of Newfoundland, see it! - Where was our great Liberal 

regime of twenty-three years that could not even find a way to get 

an induatry going even to make dog and cat food? 

MR._ E~ANS: They were afraid they might have been thrown in there. 

~ WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I think we have to hear more in this 

honourable House than we have heard from the honourable the Member from 

Bonavista North and the honourable the Member from Hermitage than they 

threw out of them the other day. 

(Inaudible) 

MR. WILSON: Bonavista North. I am in this honourable House and I 

am not interested in any booze parties, and I have not become a part 

of them since I have been in here. 

~ _!EARY: (Inaudible) 

MR . SPEAKER: Order, please! 
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MR : __ W.!_LSON: Nor any of the memhers with whom I have been in 

contact as far as I am concerned and it goes to prove to the whole 

province, what the P.C.Party has been trying to do since we came 

here three years ago. 

We have done one thing alone in this province and that is 

take back Churchill Falls, to stabilize - we were able to get 

borrowing power which we would never have gotte~ if we did not have 

it, no way in this world because we were in a sad and lost 

condition and I am being truthful to all the people in the province 

and out of the province. Go to the people of the province today and 

hear what they will tell you. 

This is our fisheries, and Mr . Speaker, if you go into a 

supermarket today what will you find? Cod tongues from Denmark -

AN RON . MEMBER: What? 

MR. WILSON: Cod tongues from Denmark coming into a fishing province. 

AN_H_Q_N..!... ~.!:!_BER: Packaged cod tongues? 

MR. WILSON: Packaged in Denmark. 

MR. NEARY : After three years of Tory Government? 

MR. WILSON: - ----- After twenty-three years of Liberal Government that 

banged money into rubber plants, chocolate factories, hoot and shoe 

factories, glove factories and other factories I would not dare to 

talk about. 

I can assure you that the honourable member here, the honourable 

Member for Port de Grave you might call him, call him what vou will -

he is not one of the high learned which was pointed out by the Leader 

of the Opposition, the learned and the unlearned - hut if I had had 

twenty-three years in this House of Assembly, as the former Premier 

had, as unlearned as I am we would not have to import cat food into 

this province. 

MR. EVANS: - - -- Now, Roger, now. 

MR. WILSON : While I am on fisheries I am going to tell vou another 

thing, Mr. Speaker, we are on the right track now for our cod fisherv 

to be depleted. I wonder, here on· the floor of this House of Assembl v, 

what kind of salary Ricky Cashin is getting as leader of that union, · 
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to try to downgrade our fishe_ries so that it will go the way of our 

seal fishery - is he getting .paid by Jack Davis or some ·other conce~? 

SOME H~. MEMBER: (Inaudible) 

MR. WILS-ON: No laughing. 

~2IMMONS: Are you ai;king a que~tion? 

~~!!_!~SON: You belong to a district that I heard you s11eak about 

here as a fishing district. 

MR. SIMMONS: That is rl_ght, very :proud of it. 

MR. ]!ILSON: What did you do here in this Bouse of Assembly to 

represent them on the whole? 

~~SIMMONS: On what? 

MR, WILSON: NotMng. Nothing. Because you know nothing of :l,t. You 

will be thrown out of that district next time. That is what they will 

do with.you, 

SOME ~N. MEMBERS: (Inaudible) 
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AN HON. MEMBER: ----- ---- Stay on fisheries. 

MR. EVANS: You do not have to wurrv about the Waterford Bridge 

Hospital. Do not worry about that. You will he okav, 

MR. WILSON: - -- - -- I am quite concerned about this fisherv strike and 

I cannot see what is going to happen. 

·MR. NEARY: -- -- --- Tell your Premier. He was not talkinr, to them. 

MR. WILSON: I am telling you because you ap;ree with it. You are 

the man I am telling it to, vou, because you agree with it. If you 

did not agree with it,you would take a different attitude than you 

are taking in this House. 

AN HON . MEMBER: Deal with all the strikes that is what the Opnosition --·---

are going to do -

MR. SIMMONS: What was the Premier's promise to the fishermen that 

Fall , Georp;e? 

MR. WILSON: Never mind the promise. The promise of the Premier has 

been fulfilled here in this House. 

MR. EVANS: That was not, burn vour boats, was it? That was the 

other fellow who did that. 

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, the federal government have come un with 

another great political gimmick, the winter works programme. We have 

the younger generation coming out of college in the ~ummer months who 

cannot get jobs. I say, this is the time for the-federal p;overnment 

to hand out that money so that these students can get ~obs and earn 

money to pay their tuition fees, instead of heaving it away in the 

winter months when nothing can he done. Then, the only ones these 

nrogrammes come to are the districts that are associated with that 

great Liberal narty. These are the ones that receive it. 

MR. SIMMONS: The RDA in reverse. 

MR. WILSON: The RDA in reverse. I think the honourable the Member -----
for Hermitage is Hermitage in reverse. 

MR. EVANS: Gone over the cliff to Francois. 
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MR. WILSON: Another thing, Mr. Speaker, I think this governmenthas 

made great strides during the three ye&Ts that it has been in office. 

If there had been as much done in the past twenty-three years, we would be 

receiving this $150 million from the power project that Quebec is 

getting, and we would have some input. We would not be going with 

our finger in our mouth if we had them come talking to us to make 

their agreements with us people. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. WILSON: 

They would go with their finger in the other end. 

You have had your chance. The Hon. Member for Bell 

Island had his chance over there, and what has he shown that he has 

done over on Bell Island? 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. WILSON: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. WILSON: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. WILSON: 

MR. NEARY: 

(Inaudible). 

Show me something you have done over there. 

Come over, boy. 

Come over? 

Tell us about -

You could not even get ahead with your mushrooms. 

Watch your blood pressure now. Do not have a stroke. 

He is in a good mood today, but I am afraid he is going to have a stroke. 

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker -

:,m HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. SPEAKER (Mr. Dunphy): Order, please! 

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, we heard in this honourable House from the 

opposition and mostly from the educational critic, in the person of the 

the Hon. Member for Hermitage. I was already told, Mr. Speaker, by the 

opposition, even their leader that they are all educated. I am not 

putting myself up amongst lawyers, but I will even take my place with 

them when it comes to the job that I have had to do. 

MR. MORGAN: If they only had your common sense, if they only had your 

common sense. 

MR. WILSON: I will tell you what the Leader of the Opposition could do, 

he could probably buy a bit of common sense and a bit of initiative from 

the Member for Port-de-Grave. 
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear'. --- --- --- -----
Even the people who live in that district -

AN HON. MEMBER: Baboon. 

~~I~SON: And as far as education is concerned -

MR. _l!EAllY: Heave it out of you boy. 

Pap.e 3 - 1'1W 

MR~ Wl_~OB...:.._ It is all here in the Throne Speech as far as I am 

, concerned. Many a Throne Speech read that evervthing had been adhered 

to. At least the principle parts of it have been taken care of. Sir, 

I am not a gr~at learned scholar about the polvtechnical plant or 

education, as far as that is concerned, but I think Jilvself with the 

little bit of learning or education I do have I can see a future for 

those who are interested. We have quite a lot of college students at 

university, who are interested possibly in things in this nrovince, who 

do not even have a chance. They do not know their own abilities because 

thev did not grow up in a day and generation when thev had to do a hard 

day's work before someone could show them something. · I sav here and 

now, that too often it has been said that they ai::e not ready and 

willing to do things. They would be readv and wili~n~- if thev were 

given the chance to do them. Who gave them a chance in the past twentv­

three years? Burn your boats! Three jobs for everv man! I have not 

seen that yet. I had a job one time in the Highways Department, but I 

found a way to, with the little education I have, make jobs for sixtv­

five men. 

I would like to see the members who are against this hill nut 

something into it. All they do is look across the H_ouse and 1,oint 

their fingers - tear apart the Minister of Fisheries, tear anart the 

Minister of Education, tear apart the Minister of 1:inance. Is this 

the way to run a country or a province? 

MR; NEARY: The Minister of Fisheries can take care of himself. 

~,:_)l'_!_LSON: Is this the way you want to run a province? 

MR. NEARY: The Minister of Fisheries -- --- --
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MR. NEARY: (Inaudible) -----
MR, SPEAKER (DUNPHY): Order! 

MR~-lILSON: I do not see it. I think every member in this Rouse 

of Assembly, who was put here by the people of their districts, 

should realize that these people deserve better than what has been 

going on in this House, and it is because of the Opposition who will 

go to any length to get at any person to try to degrade him. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Personal attacks. ----
MR._W_!_L~ON: Personal attacks. 

AN HON. MEMB£R: (Inaudible) 

MR._ "!!_LSON: "And my government have agreed to take care of the youth 

of the province." This has been plainly shown, and this has been done. 

Do you know why we have to spend so much money on recreation? If the 

federal government would put the money they are throwing away on winter 

works programmes into summer jobs, the college students could get jobs 

they would be interested in and would enjoy doing during the sU111111er and we would 

not need to spend half as much on recreation. 

_!:!R-.!.._!EARY: Are you talking about LIP projects? There is no such -

MR._2'.!_ILSON: I am not even talking about the honourable the Member from 

Bell Island. 

In housing, Mr. Speaker, as far as I see it in housing -

MR._NEARY.: Here we are. 

MR. WILSON: There has been great concern, as far as I am concerned, 

by this government in housing. The honourable member need not look across 

at the Member for Port de Grave and say, here we are. 

MR. EVANS: (Inaudible) 

MR. WILSON: I have received no money from any government, neither Liberal 

nor Tory, as far as housing is concerned, I have been pounding away 

since 1942 to manage, and surely I can find a way to do so now. I have 

had plenty of time to learn that someone is coming uP in my place to 

take over, and I am confident that he will do a better job than even 

the Member for Hermitage. 
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear: Hear: 

!:fR~ 1:!_0~ He had no government handouts. 

MR ._ W_lLSON: Transportaion and Communications - Mr. Speaker, I am 

sure every honourable member on this side of the House received a 

nice pat on the back from the Member for Bonavista North when he 

got up and said that his district was looking for navement, he was 

promised pavement and all the rest of it but got nothing. All I have 

to say to the honourable member is, it goes to show that he has not 

done his job. He has been here three years sitting on his backside , 

not doing anythinB for his district. 

MR. EVANS: That was the Member for Twillingate. 

MR. WILSON: Because he has not been pointed out as the learned or 

the unlearned. 

MR. EVANS: You got yours. 

MR. WILSON: The man who is pointed out as unlearned, got for his 

district last year, more pavement than was p.otten there for just about 

the twenty-three vears that the Liberals were in power. That proves 

to me that the member has not been doing his duty. 

Co-oneration in the Economics Department of this province -

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that the honourable the Member for Hermitage 

is making the most noise over there and, therefore, he claims he knows 

the most about it. 

MR. SIMMONS: No, he does not. 

MR. WILSON: I leave it to him to figure out and prohahlv bv the time 

this House closes he mav make some contribution to it. 

Labour resources and development: Yes, Mr. Speaker, this is 

the one - labour resources development. The honourable the ~1emher for 

Bonavista North got up and spoke about the farmers. As far as I am 

concerned, Mr. Speaker, there is a p.;reat potential in this province for 

farming, a greater potential for farmini?: than there a·re persons to . 

work the farmlands. But we are not Prince Edward Island. We no not 

have the machinery. We do not havF the land. Therefore, it is more 

costly for us to _go into faming. But for those who are farminr., I 

say here now that this government recognizes the situation and this 
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P.C.Government have taken it upon themselves to see if they can do 

s0!9ething about it, and they have made great strides, Even if the 

programme announced gets the individual, the small farmer into 

action raising his own crops, and he raises enough for his own 

use, and the bigger farmer raises enough to alleviate the imnorting 

of potatoes and other vegetables from the mainland, even that, Mr. 

Speaker, if we did even that we could put this province back to 

growing our own vegetables as we did in the 1930's. I know in the 

settlement of Clarke's Beach back in 1928 and in 1930 there were as 

high as eighteen carloads of potatoes grown and sold on the side . 

Therefore that leads me to believe that we can get back to the same 

thing , but there must be some incentive put into it. 

On forestry, Mr. Speaker, I have great pride as far as 

forestry is concerne_d. I have so much pride in the forestry industry 

that when I see a stick growing it looms like gold dust. Because I 

have taken the attitude that the sawmill business which a lot of this 

province once derived a livelihood from, can still prosper. I think 

that we may have to make a lot of chan~es to prepare our small sawmill 

operators so they can sell their lumber, and be trained to cutting 

lumber to use in the houses we are building today, to come uP to the 

Central Mortgage and the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing specifications. 

The day is gone, Mr. Speaker, when you can turn around and lay down a 

foundation to build a home and get a loan from a finance company with 

a two by five, or two by six for a floor joist. We need not expect it, 

that day is gone , and gone forever. Nor can we build a home out of all 

the lo~s tt•at are cut in the country when they are cut off in eight 

foot lengths. It could be done, but it costs extra to build a house 

and use these materials. Therefore, there has to be a programme to 

show all concerned that the lumber must be cut into lengths needed for 

building. That would bring us to a phase where we would have to import 

less lumber from the mainland, therfore putting more dollars into the 

pockets of the peoole of this province. 

Mr, Speaker, we all know that in everything in this province 

automation has played a great part, as it has in other places. It is 
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a job for the local sawmill onerators in Ronavista Bav, or r.reen 

Bay, or White Bay, or Trinity Bay, or Concention Bay where most 

of the lumber is cut to do these things with a puch table. When 

you are sawing out pieces of two by four or pieces · of two 

by three on the mainland there are ten pieces coming out to our 

one. Therefore they put out X numher of pieces each dav, which 

is X amount more dollars. So again it costs us a great deal more 

than it does those on the mainland to manufacture our forest stands 

and turn them into building supplies. 

While I am speakinp; on that, Mr. Speaker. there is a difference 

probably, in subsidization. At this oresent time vou are ahle to 

buy lumber from the mainland all ready dressed, nre-cut and landed 

as cheap or nearly as cheap as you can buv the rough lumber in our 

own province. That goes to show that unless there is a change made 

we will be no better off as far as the lumber business is concerned. 

While I am speaking on that, there has always been a way, 

since I can remember in the sawmill business that when something 

started up here there was someone from the mainland, some concern 

who would come down and get on the inside and vou would have to buv 

from a salesman who was operating from the mainland. I am sure there 

are honourable members in this House who would know that because there 

was a sawmill started under the great Liberal regime, and; lo and 

behold, do you know who the lumber had to be bought from in order to 

get out to it? It had to be bought through Goodfellow Lumber Sales 

in Montreal. Mr , Speaker, that goes to shOIJ that there is something 

lacking somewhere along the line in this resnect. 

Wildlife, Mr. Sneaker, as far as I am concerned, and this 

province is concerned, and this government are concerned, it brings 

in mainlanders, hunters from all over the world, nrobablv, to this 

nrovince. They have to get a licence to hunt, which is turning in 

X amount of dollars. Here again I get to the point that there is 

more wildlife being killed on our highwavs at this Present time that we 

could have ever imagined twenty years ago. Some of it could be turned 

into cat and dog food, and we would not have to imnort that from the 
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mainland. 

Historic resources _..., Mr. Speaker, we have been told by lots 

of -people that this is only a waste of money. Rut let us go to 

Prince Edward Island, or go anywhere itl the other provinces and 

what will we find? We find that eveu the peqple who go there 

from the frovince of Newfoundland are visiting those sites and 

spendii;tg ~ey. · Why should we not prepare ours, whether it: be on 

Signal Rill, or whethe_r it is in Brigus,. or wheth_e:t it is in Port 

PK- 3 

aux Basques, or whether it_ is somewhere in Bonavista ilay, and collect 

X amount of dollars from th~ people who are coming in ltel.'e. I 

compliment the gove:t:mnent, and those who are in government who have 

brought forward this resource. 

Mine_ral resources. Mr. Speaker - hez;-e again I think, and I 

say this. with knowledge of the past three years since this P .C. 

C',ovenunent took over in this province that there has been more done 

to try to utilize our mineral resources than has be~ done since I 

can remember. 
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Energy, Mr. Speaker - we have heard a great deal about the 

importance of energv and we have had a great example that the 

energy resources will be develo,ied. We have the government, 

those on the government side, goinP, all out wholeheartedlv to 

trv to harness the remainder of Churchill Falls. And we have 

the opportunity to go dead opposed to it. 

MR. NEARY: ------ (Inaudible) 

MR. EVANS: What about the Nearys. 

MR. l~ILSON: ----- Rural developnent Mr. Speaker - · there has heen a 

great lot of criticism of rural development. As far as I am 

concerned, Mr. Speaker, I have no projects from rural develonment 

myself. Some party said to me the other clay - I had built a new 

sawmill and I got an artesian well dug over there~ and he came 

along and he said, "Well, government· did that for you." Thanks he 

to God I did not need any government to do that for me, not bragging 

about it, but I was ahle to do it before I came into this House of 

Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, there are probably six or seven who have received 

rural development funds in my district, and I am proud to sav that 

four out of that six are doing marvellous jobs, marvellous johs, and 

some of them already paid back their money after only six months. 

MR. NEARY: What is it they are doing? 

MR. WILSON: Thev are sawmilling and making window boxes and doors 

and whatnot, things they can place on the local market - not things 

that are being brought in from the mainland like dog food and cat 

food, 

MR. __ ]'<EARY: Where do they get their materials? 

MR. ~ILSON: They get their materials in a Fox Marsh, Ocean Pond, 

Bonavista Bav, Trinity Bay, wherever it comes from. Let me tell the 

Honourable the Member- for Bell Island, I am not looking for it 

because they got rural develooment, I a1'I not even looking for the 

chance to sue them. 
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Well, Mr. Speaker, another issue that has come up is 

elections. I am not very enthused about election e:,q,enses because 

if any man who has it in his mind to run for a district is not 

prepared, and has no money in his pockets to spend on election 

expenses, he should stay home. I have proven that. I have 

proven that one. There is so much spent on elections as I am 

sure any honourable member sitting in this House knows by now 

that if a person decides to run in an election and he get $1,000 

today it could well be $25·,000 five months from now, and that 

goes for the Opposition as well as those on the r,overmnent side. 

AN HON. MEMBER: If you do not have the money in your pocket stop 

home. 

MR. WILSON: Right. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, if the young men and women are 

to meet the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities in 

the years ahead, proven leadership will be needed in Newfoundland. 

I say that right here and now,~ person who will sit down and wait 

for something to be brought to him on a platter is out as far as I 

am concerned. If he has not the gumption and the gall to go look 

for it, he is going to have to take a back seat as long as he 

lives. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable the Member from Burgeo-LaPoile. 

Order, please! 

MR. THOMS: (Inaudible) 

MR. EVA."'IS: No blueberries. - -----

Mr. Speaker, I, as usual, intend to be very brief in my remarks, 

but I think it is a duty and an obligation of every member of this 

House to say a few words in support of the great Speech from the 

Throne which was brought down here on February 26, one of the greatest 

of our times, that is to anyone who has sense enough to interpret what 

doing and non-doing means. 

The main thrust of my remarks are to be in the area of the fishery, 

comingfrom one of the great fishing families of this province, as I do, 

having spent years in the fishery myself and now representing the 

greatest fishing district in the whole of Newfoundland, Sir. 
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Before I get into specifics concerning different sections of the Throne ~neech, , 

[ did not speak on the bill, the Hvdro Bill, I thought there were enough 

speakers at that time, but there are a few remarks that I wish to 

address in this direction. We hear so much from the Opposition that 

we are accusing the former administration of giving away the power 

to Quebec Hydro. They claim that we got a good rate at that time. 
I 

Probably it was a good rate then, but was that any excuse for drawing 

up a sixty-five year contract. 

Some of our friends opposite have come out with a statement that 

we had no other choice, we were surrounded by Quebec. Well, I have not 

seen Quebec on this side of us. It is the Straits of Bell Isle on this 

side of Labrador. At the time when negotiations were proceeding in 

regard to the sales of power from the Upper Churchill, Joe was going 

to sell it all to Con-Edison down in the U.S. remember~ Instead of 

that, all that dropped out of sight and he made a deal with the Quebec 

Government which made Santa Claus look like Scrooge and,of course, we 

are paying for that today.And it is possible that we may be able to 

renegotiate part of the mess but we are certainly going to lose 

hundreds of millions of dollars a year for the next sixty-five years. 

We have also heard remarks, such as one from the Member from 

Bonavista North, that we are trying to run this Province as a business. 

Well, has he got over the shock of seeing what the other guy did 

who tried to run it as a non-business. Government is big business 

if you do not run it as such you end up in the red - and we have 

certainly done that. We have heard so many remarks that we are probably 

not getting as much as we should be getting from Ot·tawa because 

we are in conflict with them. Memories are short on that side of the 

House. Does anyone remember, as I do, what happened back at the time 

of the Term 29 fiasco, when the former Premier ,.or the excuse for a 
I 

Premier I call him, put crape on the buildings and a flag half-mast 

and referred to John Diefenbaker as Canda's public enemy nwnber one? 
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Diefenbaker was the only man who recognized we were down here except 

when there was an election on and still most of the good results we 

are getting from Ottawa today preceded from things that Diefenbaker 

brought into effect while he was Prime Minister of Canada, the greatest 

man Canda ever produced
1
or ever will,as far as I am concerned. 

MR. NEARY: Inaudible. 

Ml.. EVANS: Well, we have finally awakened the Member for Bell Island. 

I thought he had been asleep ever since the day he gave the blood 

ionations. That is the only way, by the way, they will ever get 

any new Liberal blood in Newfoundland is by transfusion from some of 

the few Liberals that are left. 

As a P.S. before I get off the bill, probably -

MR. NEARY: Did the Member for St. John's East tell you to say that? 

MR. EVANS: No, he did not. I do not need any coaching. 

As a rider before I get off the hydro bill, I think it probably 

would be a good idea if the members of the opposition went home and 

prayed every night that in the bill there would probably be an electric 

chair included for the Member from White Bay North. They might get a 

leader afterwards. 

Now, the next subject 1as I stated at the start, I intended to dwell 

more on fisheries than any other subject in the Speech from the Throne. 

Today, our fishery is facing the greatest dilemma that you could find. 

I do not think ever you could dream of the situation we are in today 

in the fishery unless you saw it. and even then you would have to have knowledge 

enough of the fishery to understand what it is all about. 
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Today we are faced with scarcity, and at the same time we arc faced 

with a surplus of fish stocks in our cold storages. We have t1eard 

remarks, I think it was from the mer.,ber for llen1ita1,e on Friday, the 

last day the House was in session here, recardinp; the dragr,er prop,rarnme. 

I would like for him or someone else to answer this question·. If all 

of our draggers that we even have now, much less n.ew rlraggers that 

would have been built under the programme if the s-i tuation had 

warranted such, it' we had had them fishing this winter, where would 

we have stored all the fish that would have been l.Jrouglit in and \1tlo 

would have been paying the fish buyers to store products that they 

probably would not sell for the next five year or if they did.to 

sell at a loss? 

Today, as I say, we have shortages and there was a resolution 

brought before this House a few days ago. I did not speak on that 
. . 

resolution as I intended primarily to dwell on the fisheries in this 

speech, but there is one thing I would like to remind gentlemen on 

both sides of this llouse, When we are talking of a 200 mile limit or 

even to the edge of the Continental Shelf, we are not talking in 

reference of our shore fishery by any stretch of the imagination. 

You can ban every dragger from using the Grand Hanks for the next 

500 years, you will not bring one more codfish into our own waters 

in Newfoundland than there are today. 

Our fish breed in our own waters. I proved that years ago 

when I fished in Fortune Bay. We had the cod net
1
we called it then , 

which is now known as the gill net. At that time it was cotton or 

hemp. If you lost one, it was only a matter of a week or two before 

it rotted on the bottom and it did not destroy any fish. Now, 

most of the fish that were brought in, you would have to hoist them 

up the stage head. Trawled fish averages., or always did, 100 to the 

quintal. I have seen days when people with gill nets came in with 

a fish average of four or five to a quintal. For the whole summers 

voyage it did not go above thirty. 

When these fish were ripped for splitting, there was a roe 

in them that would fill a washing tub. The spawn was -running out of 

them. They did not go on the Grand Hanks to spawn. They spawned right 
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here in our own bays. Before you even talk about upgrading the 

quantity of fish that is in our waters here in Newfoundland or 

even to take care of the Hamilton Bank, do not even mention it to 

me until you have burned the last gill net in Newfoundland,· That is 

Ii -
the destroyer of our fishery. Who started the subsidy on the ·, 
gill nets? That was not us, but in effect before we took over. 

I wish that we had the foresight now, and I think we will, to bring 

in m~asures that will cut down on the use of gill nets. It cannot 

be done immediately, over night, but at least there is cne thing 

that could be done. These gill nets today are headed with nylon 

twine, and if they are out there for forty years, they are still 

IB-2 

fishing, but if they were headed with cotton or or hemp or twine if they 

~ere on the bottom for a month or so if they were lost, they would 

just automatically rot, the heading twine wouJd
1
and the linnet 

would sink on the bottom and they would not be a menace to our 

fishery. That is one thing that could be done. 

In the area of marketing, it is no good for us as members 

of this House or members of the public to criticize either federal 

or provincial governments. Nobody can tell people to eat fish if 

they do not want to eat it. Nobody can tell them to buy at a higher 

price if they can buy it for a lower price. That is exactly what 

is happening to our markets today in case people do not know. There 

are fish corning in today from Korea and Japan into the United States 

market, that is selling on the market for thirty-seven C€nts a pound. 

Ours is costing seventy-eight cents. 

Can you tell some woman who has probably five or six kids, 

they are in a low income bracket, to go and pay a dollar or more for 

that fish at the retail level when she can buy hamburger for her 

kids for about fifty-nine cents a pound? 

I have talked to the Federal Department of Fisheries. I have 

close contacts there. They estimate that this is going to continue 

for the next four years. I cannot see it changing even then. In 

these Asian countries which are not governed by labour laws, no 

unions, they are paying $1.50 a day for labour. Our plants pay 

that out in smoke time, when the people are not working at all. They 
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are probably paying about three cents a pound for fish. There 

are a lot of areas that we could develop. Prohably canned fj_sh, 

we have got it on the agenda of the federal government's food · 

rn-3 

aid programme to countries that are in trouble in Africa and in Asia. 

We are not doing any here in Newfoundland. I have been trying ever 

since the New Year to get something started. I hope I will be successful. 

As far as the United States market 1which is our main market 

for fresh fish, there is a lot to be done. In my opinion there should 

be a central marketing agency set up by the federal government. Today
1 

in the area that I represent, the immediate area, from Rose Blanche 

to Port aux Basques, there should not have to be one fish frozen. 

They should be all shipped out every day, fresh, chilled. That 

is why I say our marketing should have a different slant. 

There are lots of people in the United States who do not 

want frozen fish. They would pay more to get fresh. The only company 

that is really selling a large amount of fresh fish is National Sea Products. Just 

imagineJFishery Products have their main markets, their marketing 

center in Cleveland. Booth Fisheries are in Chicago, Consolidated 

Foods. The Lake, Penny interests are in Gloucester, Massachusetts, 

the New England area, Caribou Fisheries. Lots of their customers, 

as I say, probably want fresh fish. They cannot supply it because 

their plants are too far away. It has got to be frozen. 

If we had the right type of agency set up to market, any 

person who wanted fresh fish would only have to contact that board 

and say, "We want so many thousand pounds of fish fresh today or 

next week, Jim Hardy or Eric King or Dave Billard or whoever the 

case might be." That fish would not be going into cold storage and 

taking up room and making it harder for the fish that bas to go into 

cold storage and be sold. That is one area. 

Another thing that can be done - there are a lot of people 

who do not like fish, but there are still a lot of people who do. 

You take a pound of the oridinary frozen fish that is frozen dry 

in cold storage. After three or four months you might as well eat 
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that piece of paper for what taste or flavour you are going to get 

from it. That fish - you can prove it to yourself right in your 

own home. You can freeze it in a plastic container in water and 

if it is there for a year it does not flake up. It is still good. 

Some sort of system in that connection has to be done, brought 

into being, in order to sell our fish to the United States market. 

IB-4 

You are not going to sell it to everyone because it is going to cost 

more. It is going to be bulkier. It is going to cost more in transit 

than all the rest. There are going to be a lot of people who will 

pay more for our product than they will for the cheaper Japanese 

product that is coming in. 

I guess I always looked a bit further ahead than most guys. 

I think I did. Years ago - I am not saying this to be political. 

I am political1you know that, but I am not saying this to be political. 

Back in the days when the Smallwood Government was lashing out money 

for so called industries which, I do not know whether he, I suppose 

he did, figured that they were going to succeed. I did not, but 

$53 million
1 
that is including accrued interest, that had come down 

to us from the Commission of Government and which I call blood money 

that was wrung out of the fishermen when they were getting six cents 

a day back in the Commission of Government days. I always contended 

that that money should have gone back into the fishery instead of 

developing industries, Make of break, and they broke, of course. 

At that time we had a much shorter range than we have today, 

but even then I said that in order to be able to take care of our 

sales of fish, we should have made deals with some of our Central 

and South American neighbours to establish cold storages to be able 

to handle a lot of our fish 1which would have given us a market there. 

We would not have been so dependant upon the United States for our 

markets. Today 
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with the widest range we have worldwid·e in air freights! I think 

that our federal government should be developing the opportunity 

to establish cold storages in Africa and Asia so that we could have 

a market there for a big part of our frozen fish. You do not have to 

bother about distribution because if we could only sell what could be 

consumed in a few of the larger cities in these two continents, we 

would have no worries about having any fish left in cold storage 

here in this province, I can assure you. 

But there is another matter that I would like to speak 

on in fisheries, which I am not able to do at the present time because 

discussions are still going on or due to resume between the union and 

our fishermen.But this much I will say, I hope that the situation 

will soon be resolved because the best two months of the year for 

our dragger fishermen are already gone. The people in Ramea and Gaultois, 

who are fishing on draggers, well there is $13,000 made before the 

rest even sail, if they do not soon hurry up. They are fishing, and 

they are making more money than they ever dreamed of in their lives. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. EVANS: 

What are you savin2
1 

.the other crowd are taking back water? 

I am not saying they are. I said that if it continues 

much longer, the trawlermen in Ramea and Gaultois will have their 

$13,000 made before they start. Whether they should or not, I am 

not saying that. 

MR. 

MR. 

MR. 

MR. 

MR. 

MR. 

NEARY: 

EVANS: 

NEARY: 

EVANS: 

SPEAKER: 

EVANS: 

So what. 

So what. 

What is the point? 

What is the point? 

Order, please! 

The point is, Sir, that the coast is the coast that 

I was born and brought up on and fished there myself, and it is a crime 

what is happening today to our people that they are not able to work. 

MR. NEARY: Whose fault is it? 

MR. EVANS: I will leave that to you. 
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MR. NEARY: (Inaudible). 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. EVANS: I told you that that is already under discussion, 

therefore we are not at liberty to air it in public. 

::lO.Mt: HUtl. M.l,HBERS : Hear! Hear! 

MR. EVANS: ~ow to go down the line of this most famous manifesto-

health services. I think that our Minister of Health is a credit not 

only to this government but to the province that he represents. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS Hear! Hear! 

MR. EVANS: Spealing personally -

MR. NEARY: Qo not carry that to the world. 

MR. EVANS: Okay, we .will get to that later, when we get to that subject 

that youhave for a leader there. We will bring in the world, the UN 

and all. In regard to health, in my own immediate area, when I Cook 

over as the member for that district, we had one doctoa in Port-aux-Basques 

most of the time. He probably got an assistant, a guy who was coming out 

learning his trade,as they say, an apprentice, but today, due to the 

encouragement and the incentive that was offered by this government 1 

and particularly the minister, and the encouragement for priva~e 

practitioners to come in, today we range from six to eight doctors in 

that area at all times. We have done an enormous amount of work 

toward upgrading the hospital, and we have a commitment to build a 

new hospital in the area within the next two or three years, So there 

is no one complaining in that degree. 

As for education, one point alonf¾which sounds minor 

but is not, every year we are going higher and higher in the classification 

of free school books. This year, I think, it goes up to Grade VIII, and 

an awful lot of our people really appreciate that. As has been pointed 

out, the regional college is going to open in September, a milestone 

in the history of this province. Everything before was in St. John's 

but no more. 

With regard to Municipal Affairs, I have great success 

with that depattment, and we have a new, young minister who was out 

in my district there just before I came in here, and he want away flying 
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with bells on, They thought the world of him. He said it is a new dav 

in the history of Newfoundland for the people who live in our towns 

and cities. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear: Hear! 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. EVANS: 

Are we going to get to fly our own flag? 

Definitely, I will tell you more about it tomo=ow. 

I will tell·you more about it tomo=ow. I am sorry I cannot today. 

As far as I am concerned, Sir, if you want to go into that area -

AN HON. MEMBER: No thanks to your federal member. 

MR. EVANS: None whatsoever. We will tell Jamieson tomorrow, as 

one of the guys over there said, we would probably b~ bett~r with a new 

minister in the cabinet. 

But to outline some of the things that I have been 

able i:o succeed in getting in the length of f'.f."lf' t~at I have been there. 

After this year, there will not be a place, not even to the smallest 

colllllunity in my district that will not either have a water supply completed 

or started, not one. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear! 

MR. EVANS: As for housing, we are going in for 3erviced lots. right 

in the town where I live today, in Isle au Morts. There are twenty-five 

lots going to be tendered for pretty soon there. Work has already been 

done on them, and also in Port-aux-Basques, and there are other areas 

in that direction which I cannot divulge at the present time until the 

budget has been brought down. 

In the area of Transportation and Communications. I have 

done wonders there. I hope the minister is here so I can congratulate 

hil;n publicly. As for my district, I fulfilled the oniy election promise 

I ever made in six election campaigns, Only last year the road to the 

people in Grand Bay West, who were isolated by about 100 yards of water 

for generations, they did not get isolated this winter, they had a road to 

travel by. This year we are going to pave it as far as I can judge. 
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MR. EVANS: It was only built a year ago. The road to Burgeo 

after this year will only have about twenty to twenty-five mil.es 

left. We have paved the read right to Rose Blanche and the roads 

through the settlements. I hope that every inch of road in the 

upper part of my district is going to be paved this year. I cannot 

make a statement on it because, as I have said, the budget is not 

down, and I caunot anticipate it publicly. 

Now, Recreation and Rehabilitation - we have got 

of it, Sir, lots of it, and you want to know, Sir, we got ball fields 

started and built, and we are on the second one in some places. There 

is $100,000 toing into Port-aux-Basques for the sw1111ming pool 

that is beiRg built, and this is by the provincial government. The 

great federal government in Ottawa only gave them $30,000. We will put 

$45,000 into Burgeo over the next five years for their recreation 

centre. What did the great federal government, the great white elephant, 

up there, Don Jamieson give? He gave them $25,000. That is a lot 

of difference. Every little place in my district is benefiting. 

Then we got guys get up, cry babies, I have not got a thing in my district. 

Get out and work, and haul up your sleeves the same as I did, and you 

will get it too! There is one man over there, who can vouch for it, 

111y friend Mr. Gillett. I should not call him that, I should not, 

the member for Twillingate. He has got more than a lot of guys ever 

got that ever went in Twillingate before. He has worked for it. He got 

it. If you sit down, the only thing that will come for you, if you 

sit down, if you sit down past high water mark, the tide will catch 

you, but nothing else. 

In regard to Manpower and Industrial Relations, there 

are a few words that I have to say here that I do not think anyone 

has mentioned in ~his connection. We talk about all the unemployment. 

Unless we become completely or relatively industrialized here in this 

province, you are always going to have seasonal unemployment. Even the 

blueberries do not grow in the wintertime, do they? That is one 

thing that we can always have to face. The thing that I was going to 
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mention, and has not been mentioned before is that the figures 

that we see regarding the number of people who are registered as 

being unemployed are of·ten misleadi!!g. 

A.~ HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible). 

MR. EVANS : Not in the direction you mean but the opposite. 

I know for a fact that a lot of people, who work in fish plants, 

and other types of industries of that nature , 
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MR. EVANS: they are not sure of getting a full year's work. When 

they are of\ of course
1
they register for unemployment insurance 

benefits and they receive them. When they go back to work again, like 

when our winter fish strikes in on the South Coast, they do not 

call the Unemployment Insurance Office and say, "Now, I do not 

want to be registered any more." They still complete their 

forms biweekly and they send in their earnings, probably they 

do not draw any un~ployment insurance. They do not when the fishing 

season is on but they are still registered with Manpower as being 

unemployed. Thousands of people are registered as unemployed who 

are actually working. 

As for the offshore mineral rights, sure, I vould say, 

"Go to bat and get everything that is out there belong to us," 

the Continental Shelf, the Labrador Shelf, wherever it may be 

and the Premier said
1
he said it as a joke, but I am not joking 

when I say that we cannot get it any other way, let us go out of Confederation 

rather than pive us what we got there. 

Probably if they will listen to us and sav. "Okay bovs 

it is yours, go and work it,!' because we have a case no other province 

in Canada has, we were a dominion before any of the rest of them 

were, and probably if they would go along and play ball with us 

we might give Trudeau a chance to work in our garden yet, when he 

becomes one of our poor relations. 

MR. NEARY: I am learning. 

MR. EVANS: You are learning. You have got a lot to learn. 

MR. NEARY: As I told the honourable member for St. George's, 

I am learning. 

MR. EVAi."'IS: Well, '.'Ir. Speaker, we have heard so much criticism 

from over there, criticism
1
some of it maybe a bit constrcctive at 

times, but in the main it is pitiful. 

I have to go back, I cannot resist it, to that famous 
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leadership convention of last fall, when t:ie Member for 1·!hite 

nay ~lorth was renffirrnerl as learler. The ~lorious victory, · what 

a glorious victory, who really is it? An ol<.1 guy that accordin,; 

to our old fishermen, as the way they would state it, should have 

been up behind the stove with the cat. The other twc woulJ not h.::,.ve 

even been considered as fair co..ipetition in a taffy pulling contest, 

then he wins a glorious victory. Then ,!r. Smallwood gets up an<l 

he said, "We are going to make it unanimous. You watch out 

7-lr. Jamieson." It was quite a show. It was a rehash of the 

Lum and .Abner Show that used to be on ra<.lio years ago. That was 

a comedy, but this one, 1 would say, turrde<l out to be a trage,ly, 

because no party, even something as ridiculous as the Liberal ~arty 

of Newfoundland, in being since 1949, deserves tl1e like cf what 

you have for a leader. And talking about going into an election, ~y 

God, can you imagine the people of Newfour.dland putting him in as 

Prem:l.er. 

:-IR. NEARY: Ho personalities on that side. 

MR. EVA,.'iS: No personalities whatsoever. 

MR. NEARY: :'lo character assassination. 

MR. EVANS: There is no need to assassinate hilll, Sir. He does it 

himself, every time he opens his mouth. J.:ut I am sure the Member 

for Bell Island must be waitinr. for the next leadership convention to 

come up. 

'.'IR. NEARY: l am waiting for the District of LaP.oile. 

·MR. EVANS: Hell I would certainly welcome one. As a matter of fact, 

Mr. Speaker, I was on Open Line last week, T had a call from Howie 

Hickman in Grand Bank, CJOX, and after answering quite a number 

of questions he said, "Have you heard that Steve Neary is goinp; to 

run against you in the next election?" I said, "No, I have not heard 

it, but naturally I am expecting ~e is going to choose another seat, 

He will never run against Bill Doody in Harbour Main and llell Island." 

"Well," he said, "Are you very much concerned about it?" I sai?, 

"Concerned, no, somebody had to be the sacrificial lamb." And I said, 

"I was expecting with my record there, that I was going back 

1002 



March 10, 1975 Tape No . 313 NM- 3 

ad infinitum," I said, "there is not much differenct in that 

and Steve, of course, is there?" 

So you are welcome any t:i]!le you wish to come aboard, Sir• 

But the Meml>er from White Bay North, well he calls himself the 

leader• I cannot agree with hl.11!, but really when they speak of 

an election, as I pointed out to him a few days ago 1 I think 

he ts too young to retire yet. And I am sure that the people 

of Newfoundland. especially after Wednesday, when the great 

budget is going to be brought down, will back up in detail what 

is portrayed her~ in this Throne Speech, When that is presented 

I do not think anybody: over there, unless he has been taking a 

lot of blueberfy juice, :would ever want to hea:r an election 

mentioned, Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for llell Islanc!. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I move the adjournment of the debate. 

SOME IIONOURABJ.E MEMBERS: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I move the adjournment of the debate. 

MR. CROSlllE: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: No, no question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

The honourable member for Bell Island has adjourned tile debate. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: On a point of order, Sir, if I may. Before the 

honourable gentleman moved the adjournment 1 which is a motion,! moved 

the question,which is a motion
1

and I moved the motion that the question 

be put previous to the motion that the debate be adjourned. I would 

suggest, Mr. Speaker, that the motions must be dealt with in the 

order in which they are made. The honourable member for Bell Islan<l 

moved the adjournment 1but previous to that I made a different motion 

and that is that the question be put. I would suggest the vote 

on the first motion must come before the vote on the second motion. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order, Sir, that is so 

ridiculous that I should not even have to stand to speak on it at all. 

The member did not make a motion, Sir. The only motion that was made 

was by me. I moved the adjournment of the debate. There was no motion 

made by the Minister of Education, Sir. The reason I moved the 

adjournment of the debate, Sir, is because I want to speak on another 

day, not today, and tomorrow is Private Members' Day. WednE;sday is 

Budget Day. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible, 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please: 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, may I point out to your honour that the 

Government House Leader was not in his seat, Sir. The Government 

House Leader was out of the House when I moved the adjournment. 

MR. OTTENHEIMER: May I speak on the point of order, Mr. Speaker? 

I submit that it is totally irrele~ant who was in the House or who 

was out of the House, The government is the government and whether 

the honourable the House Leader is here or is not here, the government 
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is one. I made a mot1on and that is that the question be put. I 

suggest, Mr. Speaker, that Hansard or the tapes will show that and 

that that motion must be dealt with before the motion of the honourable 

member for Bell Island. We will take them one at a time, Sir, but 

the first motion put was that the motion be put. 

that is the motion that the question be put. 

When I said question 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please! · Order, please! 

It is a well known custom, I think, in this legislature 

that when a member wishes· to make a motion that he rise in his place 

and he is recognized by the Speaker. The Speaker did not recognize 

the honourable Minister. of Education. He did make some comment with 

regard to question. There was a brief lapse when finally the honourable 

member for Bell Island rose to adjourn the debate. 

So, I will put the question. All of those in favour of the 

adjournment of the debate say "Aye". All those against the adjournment 

of the debate "Nay". The motion is lost. 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker, no, Sir. Mr. Speaker, why is the 

honourable Minister of Fisheries, the House Leader, so anxious to 

close this debate, to envoke closure in this honourable House? 

MR. CROSBIE: The honourable gentleman knows what was agreed. Re is 

supposed to be speaking riow. 

MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker, it was not agreed that I was supposed to 

be speaking now. 

AN HONOURABLE MEI-IBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: I know, Mr. Speaker, that I am following two of the big 

heavyweights. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

NR. NEARY: Two of the three heavyweights. They put the member for 

St. John's East in between the two heavyweights, Sir, so that he 

could act as their advisor, and we could see the results of it already 

in this honourable House this afternoon, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: Are you talking to me, Your Honour? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bell Island the Chair feels 
I J 

1005 



March 10, 1975 Tape 314 (afternoon) 

is not relevant t o the Address in Reply although there has been 

a little bit of lati'tude allowed in that .debate . 

...:.'1R. NEARY : Hr. Speaker, I am speaking in the Address in Rerly . 

Mr. Speaker, my understanding - I am not questioning Your Honour -

my understanding of the Address in Reply is that you can wandei; 

!U-3 

all over the countryside, that you can talk about anything you •.Jane 

under the sun, Sir. We have already had rulings on that i.n this 

honourable liouse. '.['here are ample precedents for tha t sort of thing. 

All I am saying, Sir, is t ha t the results of the seatin~ 

arrangement made by the honourable the Premier were really seen 

here in this honourable this afternoon as the two heavyweights 

from the government benches were put up to try and slay t he poor 

old op·position who were trying to do their job in this honourable 

House. 

_MR. CROSl:IIE: The honourable member was afraid to speak after them. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am sure, Sir, that the honourable t he 

Minister of fisheries must have been really pleased to have tbe 

member for Burgeo come to his rescue. The poor old ~inister of 

Fisheries is unable to defend himself. 

Well , Mr. Speaker, this is a sort of a non- schedule speech 

for me this afternoon. 

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: He spent the whole weekend writing it. 
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MR. NEARY: No, Sir, I have no notes. I have absolutely nothing 

prepared, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: But, Mr. Speaker, there is not much trouble, it is not 

much trouble at all to take that Throne Speech and to tell the people 

of Newfoundland just what you think of it. 

Sir, that particular Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, and I suppose 

the ones before that too, we could look back at the election manifesto 

that we had in 1972 and you could look back at a number of speeches 

that Joey Smallwood wrote, Sir, that were put in the hands of the 

Lieutenant-Governor of the day, and the only conclusion that you could 

come to,,Mr. Speaker, is that this particular Throne Speech was a 

rehash, a repeat of Throne Speeches that we have heard, read in this 

honourable ~ouse, I suppose, for the past twelve or fourteen or fifteen 

years. The only difference that I can see in the Speech, Sir, the 

only difference that I can see is that I can see the fine finger of 

the :1cademics that had been hired on by the government over the last 

three years, I can see their fine finger in this Throne Speech. What 

I means by that, Mr. Speaker, is this, that somehow or other the Premier 

and the members of his administration are continuously being told by 

the academics, by the crowd that they have sold out to from Memorial 

University, the administration, that they have sold out to, Sir, and 

I am thinking of people like the Deputy Minister of Finance, the gentle­

man·• that was appointed Chairman of the Public Service Corporation, 

the honourable and learned gentleman down in the Minister of I-lines and 

Energy's department, all these intellects, Sir, all these academics 

have had their influence on the Premier and the government in the 

writing of this Throne Speech. In this way, Mr. Speaker, that they 

have somehow or other convinced the government that something is about 

to happen, but, Mr, Speaker, nothing ever happens. Nothing ever happens, 

Sir, and this is the great weakness, -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, in this Throne Speech. It conveys, it portrays 

the thinking of the academics of the so-called intellects, the pseudo 

intellects that have been put on the government payrolls because they 

have their pieces of paper from Memorial University over the last three 

years. The government, Sir, thinks this is great stuff. The honourable 

the Premier, the Minister of Fisheries, the Minister of }fines and Energy, 

the Member for Placentia East, the Member for Ferryland, they all think 

this is great stuff, Sir. They somehow or other have persuaded themselves 

to believe, that they have to believe in this, that the academics, becau.se 

they have their little piece of paper from Memorial University or they 

come from away, experts, that they have to be rignt, that something is 

going to happen. What is going to happen, Sir? We have been hearing 

this now for three years. We have been hearing about all the planning 

that is going on down on the fifth, sixth and seventh and eighth floors. 

We have been hearing about priorities, but we never see anything happen, 

Sir. 

The Premier goes on television and on radio and he keeps repeating 

about things that are about to happen. If we discover oil and gas off 

Labrador, we are going to be, everything is going to be booming in this 

Province. If we get the expansion of Come By Chance, everything is going 

to be rosy do~m there, but, Mr. Speaker, you go up to the head of the bay, 

you go up in part of the Harbour Main, Bell Island District, that new 

district, and you ask the heads of the families, ,you ask the men in the 

head of the bay, Sir, what they have to look forward to in the way of 

employment, because these men in the head of the bay, Sir, have been used 

to working on construction, 
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They have been used, Mr. Speaker, many of them to going away in 

the Spring of the year and coming home in the Fall of the year. 

They have been used to driving to their jobs, on heavy construction, 

or light construction around the Avalon Peninsula, like the 

Health Science Complex that was started by the former Liberal 

Administration, like the Oil Refinery at Come By Chance. Every 

year since Confederation, Mr. Speaker, were able to look forward 

to employment in the Spring of the year. They may be off for a 

month or two, but were able to look forward in the Spring of the 

year to a job. They knew there was going to be a job there because 

the administration of the day, Sir, always had some kind of a 

project going ahead. Now, Sir, the situation is becoming hopeless 

for these workers in the head of the bay that have such a great 

reputation as iron workers, heavy equipment operators. It is a 

hopeless situation, Sir, They have nothing now to look forward to 

and they are very worried and concerned about their future1. 

The Hon. Premier and the administration keep telling us 

things are about to happen. Things are going to happen. Well1when 

are they going to happen, Mr. Speaker? Are they going to happen 

next Christmas? Is that going to be a Christmas present for the 

people of Newfoundland, the starting up of the Lower Churchill, the 

expansion of the Oil Refinery at Come By Chance, water and sewer 

projects? Or will it be announced just prior to the next election, 

Sir, hoping that the Tories can con the people in Newfoundland to 

voting for them again for another term in anticipation of things 

that are about to happen, that never seem to happen. Because they 

are told by the intellects, and their millionaire buddies, and the 

pseudo
1
come from away experts that things are going to happen in 

this province. Well I would wish, Sir, they would be a little bit 

more specific, and give us some dates, and tell us when things are 

going to happen. Are they going to happen next week? Next month? 

This Summer? Next Christmas? Or prior to the next election? I 

would suggest, Your Honour, - I would submit to Your Honour that 

things they are talking about happening, Sir, -
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MR. CARTER: Inaudible. 

HR. __ S_PF.AKER: Order, please! 

MR. CARTER: I wonder could we ask the honourable Member for 

Bell Island to speak up a little we are having some difficulty 

hearing him. 

PK -- 2 

Things that they are talking about happening, Sir, are 

things that they hoped that they can con the Newfoundiand people with 

in the next provincial general election. 

Hr. Speaker, we have been saying for the last three years, 

Sir, at least I personally have ) that this administration had no 

policy for the inshore fishery. We have been saying that for three 

years, Sir, and if Your Honour will remember on a number of occasions 

I mentioned the fact, Sir, both inside and outside of this honourable 

House that every time the Minister of Fisheries, and the administration 

went up to Ottawa begging for handouts, that Ottawa would look at them 

rather askance and say
1
where is your fisheries progratrone? Where is 

your programe? The "Minister of Fisheries, who was then Ilinister of 

Finance,used to scoff at this, Sir. NoP, Mr. Speaker, today I am 

nroven to be right. The Minister of Fisheries, Sir, hy his own 

admission - and Mr. Speaker this is something that I have been 

trying to prod the minister into, and his predecessors for a lonp, 

time. Because we knew, nr. Speaker, that they had no policy for 

the inshore fishery. That they had wasted the last three years by 

saying they had a policy that did not exist. We asked them to produce 

it, and they could not produce it. I kept prodding the minister. I said, 

why if you do not have a policy of your own, why do you not set up a 

select committee of the House of Assembly, and let the elected 

representatives of the people on either side of · the House act in an 

un--partisan way, and develop a policy for the honourable minister? 

AN HON. 11-IDfBER: 

'1R. NEARY: - -----

Inaudible. 

Aw, ~Ir. Speaker, go back and check - I thought the 

minister listened to me when I spoke on radio . Aw,but the minister 

criticized it enough. 

AN HON . i@1BER: Inaudible. 
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Mr. Speaker, today~ e finally got our answer, we over here 

in opposition finally got our wish. We got the answer, Sir. There 

is no policy. They have no policy. And three years after they 

assumed power, Sir, they are now getting around to setting up 

a select committee of the House to devise a policy for the 

minister to help him development a policy. Now how is that for 

planning and priorities, Sir? 

AN HON. MID-ll!ER: 

MR. NEARY: 

AN HON. MEMBF.R: 

MR. NEARY: 

That is not true~ 

That is true, Mr. Speaker. It is true. 

Inaudible. 

Mr. Speaker, three years have been wasted. The 

minister was very, very careful to point out that this select 

committee had nothing to do with the trawlermen. He was very quick 

to point that out because of the present negotiations that are going 

on. Well, Sir, I think I have the Premier and his administration 

sized up pretty well on th.is matter of the trawlermen. I think 

everybody in Newfoundland got them pretty well sized up. They 

did not hesitate to leap into the hospital strike there, Sir, a 

year-and-a-half ago. The Hon.the Premier did not hesitate to get 

into the strike down at Come By Chance in the oil refinery. Mr. 

Speaker, the Hon. the Premier and the administration are hesitating 

to get into this dispute. And the minister knows full well that 

the round of negotiations that are going around at the present time 

have very little chance of succeeding, at a very remote possibility 

of succeeding. Yet, Sir, they hesitate to get into this dispute 

boots and all. You know why, Mr. Speaker, and this is another reason 

the Minister of Fisheries is setting up him his select committee 

now, Sir, because they know the time will come when the government 

will be forced into this dispute whether they like it or not. And 

they will probably try to settle for less than the Harris Conciliation 

Board reports, or even if they settle for that Harris Report the 

minister knows full well then, Sir, that the inshore fishermen will 

be out with fire in their lryes, and they will be demanding their -

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 
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NR:.. NEARY: No, Sir, they will not he demanding $50, non. But . 

they will be demanding a fair share of the wealth of this province. 

And the minister knows that, and that i& vhy re is trying to 

circumvent it. He is going to head it off now. Well, Sir, he can 

try all this politically manoeuvring, and all the tricks that he 

knows, Sir• There is no way you are going to con the inshore fishermen 

of ths province, Sir. They know what the problems are. They are 

watching the trawlermen because, Mr. Spea:ker, in this province at 

the present time there is - I sunpose you could call it Newfoundland's 

quite revolution is taking place in this trawlermen's strike. And 

the inshore fishermen, Sir, are watching, and so are the plant workers. 

And I would submit to Your Honour that that is why the government 

are afraid, are too cowardly to p.;Pt into this because they know full 

well that the inshore fishermen are uatch,ing, and thev will be there 

with fire in their eyes looking for their share, and so will the 

olant workers. 

Well, <;fr, all the government are doing is postponing the 

inevitable. Because, Mr. Speaker, I have to be very careful how 

I put this, Sir, because I understand there are delicate negotiations 

going on which I personally do not think, I do not have any faith in 

it at all. 

AN HON. MEMBER: You would like to sabotage it. 

MR. NF.ARY: No, Sir, I would not like to sabotage it. But, 

:M'r. Speaker, I want to say this.I want to sabotage the system. Mr. 

Sneaker, it is about time that we tried to get -

AN HON. MEMBER: 

MR. NEARY: 

It is about time. Your three years are up. 

Mr. Spea1:er, the hundreds of thousands o"f 

ordinary Newfoundlanders in this province whose thm1ghts and ·symnathies -

AN HON. MID-!JlE!l: 

MR. SPEAKER : 

"-!R. NEARY: 

Inaudible. 

Order, please! 

are with the tra~1lermen even only on general principles, 

Sir, could very 1,rell overlook the real significance of this trawlermen' s 

strike. }1r. Speaker, it is just not a quarrel,as s·ome members of this 

House, and members of the public may think. 
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It is not just a quarrel, Sir, over the distribution of profits of 

the company. The trawlermen, Sir, in my opinion, are in bhe front line 

of the battle for recognition of human rights of the ordinary people of 

this Province, Sir. They are fighting against those who have exploited 

them down through the years. The ordinary people of this Province, Mr. 

Speaker, are fighting · against 400 years of oppression, domination, 

economic enslavement and trickery, Sir, first by the colonial governors 

and then the fishing admirals and later, Mr. Speaker, by dynasty of 

fish merchants who.have exploited our fishermen, Sir, decade by decade, 

all down through the ·centuries. 

The trawlermen, Mr. Speaker, are in the front lines, they are right 

up in the forefront of this peaceful revolution that is going on right 

under our noses, Sir, to upset the tradition of the enslavement and 

the exploitation of our people by big business and by their front men, 

Sir, big business exploiting the people by putting up in front their 

front men, the politicians of this Province who control just about every­

thing in Newfoundland .and Labrador in the interest, Sir, of the wealthy 

fewland that is what this great fight is all about. 

Mr. Speaker, we all know that a great weakness in Newfoundland 

throughout the centuries nas been the paternal attitude, Sir, of those 

in authority towards the ordinary people of this ProYince demanding, Mr. 

Speaker, they almost demand that everyt:l.Jhe you pass by you tip your cap 

to them. Well, I know honourable members in this House, Sir, they turn 

up their nose and they walk down the corridors with their head held back 

and their nose up in the air, almost demanding that you call them sir 

or that you tip your hat to them. 

Well, Sir, this is what this fight is all about, The trawlermen 

are fighting to change this outmoded, antiquated, archaic system. They 

are trying to do away with the two class tradition in this honourable 

Province, Sir. What they are really saying, Mr. Speaker, the trawlermen 

are really saying is that neither wealth, family connections, professional 

status or come from away experts can any longer, Sir, stand in the way of 
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social and economic justice for the ordinary people of this Province 

and the day, Mr. Speaker, of the wealthy ridi:,g rough shod over our 

ordinary people, Sir, our ordinary citizens of this Province, riding 

rough shod over them while they were fattening off their blood, well 

that day, Sir, fortunately is rapidly coming to an end. 

l·lr. Speaker, a victory by the trawlermen will dramatically hring 

do~m the curtains, Sir, on a very sorrowful history in this Province, 

in this poor, old Island home of ours, of poverty and exploitation by 

the few and Mr. Speaker, a victory by the trawlermen, Sir, could very 

easily revolutionalize politics in this Province. How is that, the 

honourable Member for St. John's North wants to know. Well, I will 

tell the honourable Member how is that. A resounding victory by the 

trawlermen, Sir, will awaken all ~ewfoundlanders, no-matter what their 

occupation might be. It will awaken Newfoundlanders everywhere, Mr. 

Speaker, to the fact that they are just as good as anybody else in 

this Province and they are just as good, Sir, as the people who have 

dominated them down through our history and that the ordinary people 

of this Province, Mr. Speaker, are more than likely to get good, sound, 

connnon sense government from electing to the House of Assembly, Sir, and 

to·town councils and to any other democratic body in Newfoundland, they 

are likely to get more sound, connnon sense representation and connnon 

sense government by electing ordinary people like themselves, rather 

than having foisted upon them, Sir, a corporal's guard of millionaires 

and rich people and well to do people and academics, hand picked, Mr. 

Speaker, nine chances out of ten, by the back room boys, 
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not only in the Tory Party, -! suppose, Sir, but you can say the same 

about other political parties in Canada and Newfoundland, Sir , So, 

Mr. Speaker, the true significance of the trawlermen's strike is 

that it is a deep rooted movement. It is a major step, Mr. Speaker. 

It is the first really deep rooted major step, Sir, and probably 

long overdue, Mr. Speaker, to bring about a social, economic revolution 

in this province of ours. 

Mr. Speaker, in their union, the trawlermen have found 

solidarity. The trawlermen, Sir, have found solidarity. Mr. Speaker, 

once that victory is won I would submit to this honourable House 

and to Your Honour and to the people of this province that we can 

only complement that victory, Sir, by electing to the House of 

Assembly in ·the next ~rovincial election men of courage, Mr. 

Speaker, men who are dedicated in trying to do something for the 

good of the ordinary people of this province, honest, forthright 

men, men who are outspoken, men who are not afraid to provide good, 

honest, courageous representation to the people who elected them, to 

lead all Newfoundlanders, Sir, out of the wilderness of this four 

centuries of oppressive exploitation that we have seen before us 

as each decade closes, Sir. 

MR. EVANS: Be like Joey. Say it often enough and you will believe 

it. 

MR. NEARY: So, Mr. Speaker, I go right back to where I started 

a half hour or so ago. I go right back to the real culprits behind 

this Throne Speech . Apart from the minor contributions that are 

made by honourable gentlemen on the government benches, minor contributions 

by maybe the ho~ourable }finister of Fisheries and the honourable 

Mini ster of Mines and Energy and the honourable Minister of 'Justice 

and the honourable Minister of Education - nothing against these 

honourable gentlemen personally, Mr, Speaker, nothing personal, but 

one thing they all have in common, Sir, they are all well-to-do men. 

Mr. Speaker, I might as well get this off my chest now too. One thing 

that the three gentle~en, the three loners, had the night that I saw 
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them on television, the one thing that they had in cOll!lilOn was chat 

they were all well-to-do. 

lB-2 

Mr . Speaker, l want to say this. I do· not think that I am 

coo far wrong. I think the people of Newfoundland understand what 

lam going to say . You have a kind of a queer collection of honourable 

members on the opposite side . You have Liberals who came back and 

forth across the House . You have loners. You have people, Sir, who 

have been flicked out of the cabinet , the member for St. John's North 

the Minister without Portfolio, the member for Sc. John's East. 

You know, Mr . Speaker, it will give you the impression that the 

whole thing is falling apart. 

Mr. Speaker, when you just stop and think back, the one t hing 

that united all that honourable crowd was that they were all anti-Joey. 

That is what 
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un~ted them, Sir. Now they have nothing, Mr. Speaker, to keep 

them together. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

PK - 1 

!1iey ha~7 nothing to keep them together now, 

Sir. The Min!ster of Fisheries - anti Joey, the Member for St. 

John's East - anti Joey, the Minister of Justice - anti Joey, the 

?fember for St. John's North - anti Joey. And you know now, Sir, 

you have watched them - like I watched the Hon. Member for St. John's 

East that night on television. Do you know what his justification 

was for taking the action that he took? Was that Joey did this. 

You know if it were not so serious, Sir, it would almost want to 

make you stop and laugh. I can tell you one thing that it would almost 

do, it would almost make you throw up on the floor of the house. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: I am not talking about the House of Assembly, I am 

talking about my own house. 

MR. EVANS: Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: One thing that united them, Mr. Speaker, they were all 

anti Joey. They came into power on a negative platform, Sir. They 

came in, Mr. Speaker, because these well-to-io, these well healed, 

these millionaires, these academics, these professionals managed to 

con the Newfoundland people around to their way of thinking, in this 

anti Joey movement. And that is why, Mr. Speaker, they got where they 

are today. And the one thing that united them was that they were 

all anti Joey, and now there is no Joey around. Now they have no cause. 

They have nothing to crusade for. 

AN HON. MEMBER : Inaudible. 

MR. NEARY: And they are falling apart. They are falling apart, Sir. 

There are ministers getting flicked right, left, and centre•. The 

Minister of Fisheries where
1
1o and behold, Sir, where does he end upr 

He ends up at the right arm of Our Father. The right hand. He is now 

the House Leader. Mr. Speaker, what a checkered career! Look back 

at it, Sir. Just take a look back. Two or three times back and forth, 

back and forth across the House. The President of the Treasury Board, 

Minister of Finance gets flicked out to make way for the big three, 
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the Premier, the junior Hember for Harbour Main, and the President 

of the Council so that they could have complete control of everything , 

includinp, that $1. 6 billion, Sir, that they tried to ram through in 

this Power Corooration Bill. They tried to force it through the 

House. 

AN RON. MEMBER : 

MR. NEARY: 

~HO~. MEMBER: 

lfll. NEARY: 

Inaudible . 

Can I call it 6:00 o'clock now, Mr. S!)eaker? 

No. 

Yes. I am only getting warmed up no\;, Sir, can 

I call it 6:0') o'clock. I move the adjournment of the debate, S.lr. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is noted that the honourable Member for Bell Island 

has adjourned the debate. 

MR ._ CROSBTT.: Well, Mr . Speaker, I 'move that the remaining C'rders 

of the Day do stand deferred, and that this House at its rising do 

adjourn until tomorrow, Tuesday, March 11, at 3:1)0 P . 11. 

On motion the Rouse at its rising do adjourn until tomorrow, 

Tuesday, March 11, at 3:00 P. ti . 
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In a·nswer to the question asked by the Hon. Member 
from Bell Island and which appe.i.red on the Order Paper o.f 
March 6th: 

(1) Yes_. 

(Z) (a) Slide Presentation on Scottish Ring Net Fishing 
made for the Department of Fisheries for training 
purposes at a cost of $4,000; 

(b) Officers Training Slide "Presentation for the 
College of Fisheries for instructional purposes at a 
cost of $4,000; 

(c) Slide Presentation for the Department of Tourism, 
Division of Historic Sites, fo.r promotional activities, 
at a cost of $4,000 . 

(3) Total amount paid $12,000 . 

(4) No. 

,. 
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THE HONOURABLE DR. A. T. ROWE, MlNISTER OF HEALTH, IN 
REPLY TO QUESTION "NUMBER 'f- OF ORDER PAPER OF ( · Mlfr.! 7 ~~ 

(1) No payments were made by the -Department of Health 

during the fiscal year ended March 31, 1974 to 

Nacom Limited, McLean Public Relations or to 

International Events . If the Honourable Member 

can give me the names of any other companies -

which I do not know - I shall endeavour to answer 

that portion of his question . 

Parts (2), (3), and (4) are not applicable 
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