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The Housge met ar 2:00 PB.M,
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR, SPEAKER: Order, please!

ORAL OUESTIOHNS:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. HEARY: The Minilster of Municipal Affairs, Sir,

seens to be In a rveal traffic jam over the Avalon Reglonal
Board. The minister ler go broadsides ac the city
eouncil this morning. Would the minister tell the House
if he has explored the options that are cpen to him rather
than forpe this thing down the throats now of the people
who live in the commuaities outside of St. John's? Has
the minister looked at the alternatives and if so would

the miniscer tell the House what these alternatives are?

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.
MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, with respecet te the regional

government bill, 1t has been discussed with every
munlcipality 1in the region. All the concerned citlzens
groups that wanted to meet, all the members for the regilon
that requested meetings, as a matter of fact all the
members from the region on this side met twice a month
every month sinece last June and discussed the regional
goverament bill. We think we have a great plece of
legislation here and any concerned citizens groups,

any municipaldity that wants to meet with me would

but have to call my wffice and the doer Lz always cpen
to them.

MR. SPEAKER: Before the hon, gentleman asks a
supplementary I would like to welcome to the galleries
on behalf of hon. members forty Grade Vil students from
the L.2®., Ash Elementary Schoeol in Lethbridge accempanied
by three of their teachers, Mr., Frank Winsor, Mr. Louis

Williams and ¥rs. Ann Penny, I know hon. member join
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HR, SPEAKER:
me in welcoming these students and their teachers o

the galleries.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: #ear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. The hon. member for
LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: Mr, Speaker, the Minister of Munieipal Affairs

just indicated, Sir, that there seems to be unanimity
within the boundaries of the area that will be affected

by regilonal goverament and in astual faet, Sir, I do not
know 1if that 1s true or not. But would the minister
indicate because of the grewing opposition to the Bill

and the way the board would be established if the minister
would consider instead of ramming the bill through this
session circulating a White Paper te give those people

who are affected by 1t an cpportunity to air their
grievances, why they object to it. Instead of the bill

have a White Paper this session.

MR . SPEAKER: The hon, minister.
MR, DINN: Mr, Speaker, a study was started in the
St., John's urban region in 1972. That study was commissioned

by the provincial government. Procter and Redfern and
sevaral other consulting firms had 1input to it. They had
input from all the people in the area and they came up
with regional services that were required within the 5t.
John's or Nertheast Avalon Urban regilonm. Than we set

bp 2 commission known as the Henley Commission and they
went out and discussed with all of the councils, all

of the current concerned eicizens groups and got their
input from those pecople and made recommendations which

we received in January of last year.
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MR. DINN:

We then, Mr. Speaker, brought
pill 141 into the House last year and we gaw in the bill
at that time there weTe some discrepancies. So we did
not push the bill last year. We have had from last
June all the way up until this June for the councils
or anybody else to come In and discuss and make recommendations
with respect te the Northeast Avalone Ugban region. I
met with the council four times or different souacillors
two times and the full counecil twice and they came in
and made thair recommendations and we acceded to their
wishes in some areas,

One of the things that the
councll talked about was the expansion of the ity of
St. John's which has nething te do at all with regional
government per sea. What we are talking about here is
the unincorperated areas plus regional services which
the regional council will address itself to., So the
other objection that the ecity had was one with respect
to appeintments on the board and they said we were going
back 200 years because now the government was appointing
a board to look after the region. What we have now
is a metroboard that 1s totally an appointed bady. And
what we felt in the interests of progressiang, in the
interest of having th- citizens have some input to elected
representatives that we would have two-~thirds of the board
electad. This was recommended by Mr. Henley ia his
report. We need to get on with providing regilonal services
to the Northeast Avalon Urban region and we have ne intention
at this time te go with a Whice Paper. We think that
since 1972 up te 13978 it is time now for action and we
intend to provide the appropriate legislation te form

this vegional council and get on with the regional services
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MR. DINN:

that are so badly needed in the St, Jeohn's or tha
Northeast Avalen Urban ragion.

MR, NEARY: I have a couple of supplementaries, just

two quick supplementaries.

MR, SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. mewmber forv
LaPaile,
MR. HEARY: I will ask one first,. In view of the

oppasition that seems to be mounting over this bill and
this move by the government would the minister indicate

if
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vm, g, upany,

he feels that it would be more demoeratis te held z referendun in
rhe areas that are affected and let the people decide for themselves
whather they want to go the route that the Yinister has outlined

in the 5111 or if they want to take some other route aftar doing

an educational program preceding a referendun would the Vinister pot
1 vould be sensible and more democratic, the

rattar?

“inister.

Mo, J. DINE: If we waited in order to get things done din
Newfoundland by peing to referendums all the zime I do aot think we
=would get anvehing done. The fact of the matter is, in 1976 this
rapion waz in a very bad state wirh respect te, for example, water.

e nad an emergency situatien in the St. John's urban reglion and the
Yortheast Avalon urban region with respect to drinking water. There
was no planning dene nor were the City capable of planning for the
region. WYe had to do that down in the Department of Munieipal Affairs
with the assistance of the Engineer from the Citv, sngineers from

Yount Pearl and other areas, Conception Bay Seuth. We had to provide
thar planning expertisa., We think it is time now that we get a board
cogether, a reglonal council together, to provide this kind of planning.
Yo do not think it is the responsibility of the Provincial Covernment
to o all. we thind rhat the regional council should be formed, we
think thay should do the planning, and we do not thiak that we should
have anorher emergency situatien as we had in 1976 with respect to

this reglon and a shortage of water, and other items that we see down
the road with respect to, for example, sewerage disposal. 1If we
depended upon the Cicy of St. John's to provide the planping for
sewerape disposal for this region we would have a disaster on our hands

right now. Ve have the plans done for that, we are implementing most
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e, J, DINM: of rhese plans, we have some $30,000,030 thas

has been expended over the past thres or four vears in the region tg
provide these services, and we think that it is time now for a
regional council to be formed to provide the planning, te plan for
services so that we do not have the situation we had in 1476 with
respect to shortage of water, not enoush sewerape disposal facitilies.
#nd we intend to pet on te other things like sclid waste disposal
because we thing, for ezample, that %obin Hood Bay in this dav and

are when we have 130,700 neonle dumping in that arsa, we think it is
time for that to change, we think it i3 time for somebody to be put

in place to start planning these regional services, get om with the
job, and get away from the disgraces that we have right now in the
Northeast Avalon urhan region with respect To water and seover and
maior services. e do not think ic is time for a White Paper, we thiank
the day for White Papers is gone with respect teo this -

MR, S, NEARY: & referendum 1s what I suggested.

¥R, J, DINM. - and refarendums is only delaying the day,

delaying the planning, and delaving the things that we need in the
Yortheast Avalon urban region. I, for one, think that this regional
government thing is a forward piece of legisliaticn and a thing that
we thinl, and all of the YHA's from the regicn think -

(inaudiblsa)

- and I have not had the oppertunity to speak

to the hen. member for St. Joha's %est (Dr. Yitchen), he has not asked

me For a meeting, and Lf he had asked me for a meeting he could walk

into my office on any day and go through from Sectien 1 fo Section 149
dizcuss anvthking with respect to regicnal government, hut he had no input
at all nor did he want to provide input nor does it appear that he wants
to see the Mortheast Avalon regpion progress.

MR, SPEAKER: firdar, please!
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A supplemantary, Mr. Spealer.
YP. SPCAKER: & supplementary. The hon. member for LaPolle,

I helieve the hon. gentleman for St. Jehn's West also has a supplementary.

Mo,
Ho.
M7, S, NEATY: ¥r. Speaker, obviocusly, £ir, nothing that we say

or do i3 poing toe persuade the hon. gentleman to change his mind, The
ton. nentlanan appears to waat to ram this regional zovernment down the
ttroats of the reople in the area. BDut, 5ir, coppositiecn is mounting

and I would suspect that it is going to be more savage than the spruce
budwors controversy when it starts teo get goling. JNow that the bill has
teen tabled in the Hlouse and made public does the Findster not thinl now

rather than ram it throuzh the Fouse in the next week, or ten davs, or
two weeks, that 1t would be better just to let the bill lle on the Table
of the Mouse unzll -~ rhe Prerier has indicated that we are golng to have
a Fall sessien, 1 do not konow 4f he nade the statement off the cuff or
wvhether the hon. gentleman was sariocus or not - and wait until we come

back, if ve do come back, if we aver come back, and then dehate the bill

and give people a chance to think 1t over, think about {t, educational
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Mpr. Neary: programme and lay the bill on the Table of the

P Ly S

House in the meantime, would that not be the sensible thing to do?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: food! Good!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing.

MR. DINN: fes, Mr. Speaker, it may be sensible to the

hon, gentleman. But, I think, from 1972 to 1878 to let it go for
another six months is prolonging the inevitazble. The fact of

the matter is that the people in this regiaon are ¢rying for services.
They want the services. There is not a voice, [ have not heard one
voice from outside of the city say for a Mr. Fahay who is not an
elected member anywhere, and the gnly voice that I have heard, I have
nat heard one voice putside of the City of 3t. John's that does not
want regional government. And the fact of the matter is, is that
the people in St. Jehn's should not he given the responsibility for
providing services to Conception Bay South. We think that a regional
government should do that.  And the hon. the member faor Cuncehticn
Bay South {Mr. Nolan) should be standing on his feet right now, Mr,

Spedker, and -

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudibie)

MR, DINN: - supporting the regional government concept, bhecause
SOME HDN. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:

MR. DINN: - Conception Bay South is one of the areas that,we

think,needs zervices.

SOME HONW. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

MR. DINN: And that is one of the areas that will get

servicas, Mr, Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NOLAN: A suppiementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR, SPEAKER: A supplementary.? The hon. the member for Conceptian

Bay Scuth a supplementary.
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Mr. W. Rowa: the power, Sir, to do a great number of other

things to people living in this whole region, why does



June 1, 1373 Tape 1797 Ig-1

MR. W. ROVWE:

the government feel that oane-third of this council ot
this group should be appointed by the government rather
than being e2lected by the people whe they are supposed

ta represent.

HR. SPEAKXKER: The hoa. minister,
MR, DINN: Mr, Speaker, that is a very good question

coming from the hon. member. Obviously he was around
when Metroboard was around and he was around when Metro-
soard was started. Why was Metroboard put in there and
toetally appointed by the government of the Provinze?

He should answer that question, What I am saying is
that two-thirds of the regional council will be slected
and they will be representative of all of the people in
the region.

And there is another question,
the question of why do we not put people from city council
on the reglonal councll, Well I polled members of the
city council before the November alection last year
and I can name names but I will not because it may bhe
embarrassing, I polled representatives of council and
they said 1f it was just metroboard and they just had
responsibility for the unincorporated areas yes we would
serve but what you are getting into in the uningorporated
areas is providing services, the responsiblity for the
regiotal water system, the responsibility for ragional
sawage dispogal, possibly the responsibility for solid
waste disposal and all of these things. And we think,
and this is from the city councillors themselves at that
time, we think that it would be too awesome a respounsiblity
that we are not full time people, that we have otherv
business interests to perform.

Sa I said, okay, how do I gect

around this. How do I get representation from the city.
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MR, DINN:
The way to get representation is to allow elections
under the City of St. John's Act which allows the mayor
of the ecity of St, John's to run for the regional council
and any other councillor wheo wants to or feels that
they can serve the city as well as serve the regional
council, any other councillor or the mayoer te rum and
get electad if the people s0 desire to have them on the
regional council.

So this was the way that I
found to be the best way to provide for representation
not only within the eity but ocutside the city and we
reserve the right as is recommended by the Henley Report
who by the way looked into this and sought the advige
cf all of the councils and all of the committees in the
area, sought their advise and came up with the recommendation
which said, that the chairman and four of us éhculd be
appeinted because there 1s such a great need in the Northeast
Avaleon Urban region for service, for provisioning of this
service that we need some control, operation, maintenanca
and management of these major systems and alsc some control

and planning for the unincorporated areas.

MR, W, ROWE: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. The hon. Leader of

the Opposition.

MR. W. ROWE: The hen. miniscer, Sir, will not answer
the question. Why dees he neot allow all the councilloers
to be elected? Sir, it 45 not this bill so much alchough
there are very serious items in it which T disagree
savagely with. It is the minister's attitude, Mr.
Speaker, stiff-necked and arrogantly over there talking
about what he is going to do, S5ir, and he with the

power and the goverument with the power on his advise

to nominate or place in posicion cne-third of this council
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MR. W. ROWE:
with these massive powers, Sir. That is the worrisonme
part of this whole effort going on here today and the
thing that worries the city council obviously and other
councils as well.

Let me ask the minister
this sinege he will not answer the quescion as te why
all the counciliors canmot be slacted in the normal
democratic fashion. Did all the councils that are going
to be within the region or are within the region, did
all the councils have sent out toe them the proposed
draft bill over the last aumber of months? Whate
was Lit7 Just the city council here or did -~ in other
words how widely disseminated was the draftc bill orv

the proposed bill in setting up this regional council?

MR, SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. DINN: Mr, Speaker, there has been much sald

about the proposed draft. The proposed draft was an

input that was provided -

MR, NEARY: B1ill 101.

MR, DINN: =~ by all the couyncils in the region, recommendations
that they made plus all the members in the S5t. John's

Urban region -

MR, YEARY: False! Falge!

MR, DINN: You never let me finish., Mr. Speaker,

do I have to pur up with interrupticns when I am speaking
in the House.

MR. W. ROWE: Yes {f vou ave unot telling the truth

MR. SPEAKER: order, please! grder, please!

The point I was geing to make
is that the matter will progress, I think, with more
clarity 1f hon. members do not Interrupt.
YR. DINN: All of the members of tha S5t. John's Urban region

thar wanted to provide input -
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MR, NEARY: Falge!l
MR, DINN: ~ were given the opportunity to provide

input. All they had to do was send it to me and -

MR. NEARY: You are lying.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order, please!

I must c¢all upon the hon.

gentleman to withdraw thar statement,
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MR. NEARY:Y Yay T have a word of explanation gvr shall I -
SOME HOM, MEMBERS: o, no.

S0ME BON, MEMPERS: Withdraw, withdraw,

MR, SPEAKRER: Order, please! Order, please! I would ask hon,

gentiemen not to intervene. We are in a sizuacion vwhen at times hon.
members say things in the heat of debate or in 2 reaction which under
meditation T feel quite sure they would not say. There may have bean
incidents where that type of allegation was made and some discussion
on that held therson. In my opinion if 1 the type of allagation which
Lf the gquorum of the House is to be maintained and the integrity of all
hon. members maintained should be withdrawn without any intermediary
axplanations or statements, that it should withdrawn full stop.

The hon. member,

MR, KITCHEN: Mr, Speszker, I withdraw that and may I raise nov a

point of privilegs,

MR, SPEAKER: I will hear the hon. gentlemsn on 2 point of privilege.
M. XITCHENM: Mr, Speaker, at no time have I ever btesn approached

by the hon. minister oy by any of his colleagues with respect to this
bill nor has any copy been sent to me nor has any proposed bill been
sent to me and for that reason, Sir, I ralse z point of privilege with
respect to this gquestion. I would like the hon. miniscer to withdraw

these remarks hy saying that all membars have been approached and passed

coples,

MP, SPEAKER: T will hear the hon, minister concerned spaaking in
reply,

MR, J. DIMN: Yeg, Mr, Spaaksr, with respect to that naint of

orivileze obvicusly T did not go to everv person in the remion, The
3411 101 was presented to this House of Assemblvy last year and anvone
wiae wantad, wiao was interssted and wantad to provide imput to me wvas
raceived in nmy office. There was never a time that the hen, member
avproacued me that I would not see him, thers was never a telephone
call tuar T 4id not get back to him, r, 3peaker, that is the

context in which I safd that hon. people, lLon. membars or aavbody who
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MR, DI wanted to have lmpuf to this bill was provided zhe

opportunicy to have imput,
Newfoundland Federation of

meetings in S&, Joha's and

ur. Speaker, clong with that
Munfcipalities last year held

all hon., members lerz on this

o

[u ]

four public

side of the

flouse and I beline_j Did‘the nen, member - He went to pne neeting
T believe. The hon. member for CLonception Bay Scuth attended ong of
the meeting and by the way the hon. member fsr Conceptien Bay Souch
also provided imput verbally to me several times with pespect to this
plece of legislatien. Tae hew. member for Zr. Joha's Yest had fie

opportunity and 1f he did not availl of 1t that is no fault of mine.

AN HOH. JEMBER: (Lnaudible).
M2, SPEAKER: Order, please! ©On this particular matter 1 draw

the attention of hon. members to May 343, I will read very briefly

there Irom and I think that will show hon. members the approach which

the Chair takes in this matter. "In vegard to the explanation of

personal matters the Howse is usually indulgent and will permit a
statement of that character to be made without any quastion being

before the House and later on no debate should en suite it thereon but

1f anothar member is involved in the personal statement he is generally
zllowed to zive his own view of the matter and to say whethere he accepts
it or not,”" I think chat 1s the incident we are neow in. The hon., member
fer Se. John's West has on a personal matter made his submission. The
hon. gentleman to =y left who to a certain extent 15 invelved has made
his comments thereon and it iz an instance In which an hon. gencleman
makes a personal explanation uander peint of privilege but it is aot in
the technical sense a point of privilege upon wiilch the Chalr 1s required

to make any decision as to prima facie or not.

AN HON. MEMBER: ¥r. Speaker, =
MR. DIid: Mr. Speaker, -~
YR. SPEAKER: Yes, I believe the hon, minister was apswering tie

question when this matter came up.

MR, DL Yes that is right and I was rudely inzerrupted. Mr. Speaker,

with respect to the answer to the questilon why do we need people on the

board that are appointed? Wall, ue
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M. DINN: think it is a step forwazrd to have two thirds of
the board elected from the first polnt of view, the second point of

viaw 1s that one third of the board being appointed =

MR, STIMMONS: (Inaudible)
MRB. DIYN: And I am being harassed agaipn by the hon. member

for Burgeo-Bay D'Espoir (Mr.Simmons)whc Seems to not want to abide by

the rules of the House, Mr. Speaker, and maintain silence when another
hon. member is speaking. But with respect to four people plus the
chairman being appointed to this board we have to this poing in time
involved ourselves in planaing, in provisioning of service to the region,
We spent as I indicated before just on water and sewer with the assistance
of the federal government - and I do not want to minimize their assistance,
with the zssistances of the federal government some $50 million in water
and sewer. We think that we need to have some imput, it was reccmmended
by Henley, the people of the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador are
involved, scme of the funds are their funds and we think that zhey should
have some imput and the imput thac we think they should have are peaple
on the board who will be appointed and that is one third., We at least
have one third in the share of the facilities that are being provided and
the services that are being provided so we think we should have people

on there that we can talk te and say, this ls what the govermment is
prepared to do, these are your plans, we will take them la and you can

advise us,and so on.So we think it 1s perfectly reascnable.

MR. NOLAN: & supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR, SPEAKER: A final supplementary from the hen. gentleman for

Conception Bay South.Thea I will recognize the hon, member for St.John's West.
MR. NOLAN: If I wmay, Mr, Speaker, to the minister. The bill

was tabled Just yesterday I believe here in the House or the day before

and what I would like to ask the minister is, did he give a copy of the
proposed bill or the bill to the eity of St, John's,any municipality or
anyone else including members of the House prior to the tabling in the

Housa? Secondly was 1t not rrue or is it nor true that Holyrood was

alsc te be included in this and why was it removed and was it at the
instigacion of his hon. friend te his right?

HR. SPEAKER: The hon, minister.
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MR, DINN: Mr. Speaker, the answer teo the first guestion -

did I give a copy of this piece of legislation to the city of St. Jonn's
or anyone else prior to it coming here to the House of Assembly and the
answer to that Ls ano.  What we did give te the elty of St. John's was

a propoged draft which we gave to them in confidence, it was my idea,

it was -

¥MR. NOLAN: Why not a proposed draft to the member of the

House of Assembly?

¥R. DINH: They asked for a copy of what we were proposing, Mr.
Speaker, and in our discussions in writing down some fo the recommendaticns,
in some of th. recommendations made by my colleagues on this side of the
House we had something like 126 {tems in a proposed draft, a piece of
legislation which the eity of St. Jobn's said "Can we have a look at

it and make recommendations and make comments ourselves?" and I said,
"Look my responsibility is to the House of Assembly and they are Lo
receive legislaticn first but since this iz caly a proposed draft I will
lat you have it on a confidential basls because it is not the final
bill.™ and lo and behold-that was a Thursday afternoon I believe at

a meeting, lo and behold Monday morning it appeared in the Dally News
and in other areas there were comments on what we had written down with
respect to what we thought were scme of the ideas we had on regiomal
govermment., So, yes, we did give it to the city of St. John's, it

was not the bill that we have before the House right now, it was the
proposed draft which has been revised up to the time it came Iinto the

House of Assembly. We gave ir to them on a confidential basis and somebody

broke thar confidence.

MR, HOLAN: Part two.
MR. DINN: Part two, Mr. Speaker, with respect to Helyrooed.

Holyroed right now is part of the Northeast Avslon Urban Region but we
feal that regional government is not only for the city of St. Joha's,
we think that there are going to be regicnal governments set up in
Newfoundland, cne for excample we think may be the Burin Peninsula.

The joint town and community councils of the Burin Penipsula have sent
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R, BINH: in many requests with respect to regional government
on the Burin Peninsula . We are going te have a look act thar in the
next year or so and hopefully if we can meet some agreemsent as 5o what
they can provide on a regional service basis or what they can do with
respect to regional government we arve going to sit down with them,
talk to them over the next year and hopefully they will be next. We
think that Helyroed for example, if we do have a reglonal govermment

is that area will be one of the prime arcas with respect to
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MR, J. BINM: the other secticn for another regional
government, e think it is more a part of that region that it is,
for example, part of the Northeast Avalon or St. Joha's urban region.
And ves, my hon. colleague frem Harbour Main-Lell Island {r. Doody)
did have some input thers, the Helvrood Council had some fnput
there, and anvone else vhe wants %o have input on anvehing =lse had
impur with regpect to that regional council bill.

P, SPEANED: nrder, pleasel T did state that I would
rogesnize the hon. member for St. John's West next. Hon. merber.

rn. B, XITCHEN: v guesticn is to the Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing and it is on a different matter, a very seriocus
mattar possibiy. It involves what appears to be an unusual practice,
perhaps a seandal in the subesidized housing {ndustey which hepefully
he can clear up.

I understand that normally vhen the Covernment
wishes to construct subsidized housing units they eall for public
tenders ang various people bid on these units and then someone is
chosen to construct them. The Minister might indicate in his reply
that that is the normal pattern however it has been brought to my
attention that in one or twe ingtances at least, one possibly in
Conception Bay and one possibly in Central Newfoundland, that developers
have constructed homes under the AHCP programme which now are in the
nrocess of being purchased by this CGovernment or one of its agencles
as subsidized housing without tenders having been called. Can the

Minister tell me 1f this is so and 1f it is5 so, whv it is so, and is

this another way of gerting around the puklic tendering system?

Mp_ SPEAKER: Hon. ¥inister.
MP, J. DITN: Mr, Speaker, with respect to subslidized housing

units thers are several ways that subsidized housing units are buile.
fae is vy public tender and generallyv, by the way, “r. Sreaker, with

respect to this, is done through COMHC and the Yewfoundland and latrador
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¥, J. DBINE: Pousing Corporation if that is what the hon,
nembar is tallking about, public tenders, sometimes propasals because

of specifie designs, and in this respect what they do with the rzceived
pronosals based on the design that they put forward and the designers,
hy the way, generally are (MHC. Vhen thay received these pqaposaiﬁ

in thev either accept or reject and they zo through a process, b5y the
way, with respecr to subsidized housing and public housing units with
number (1) proposals on areas sometimes so that they can see if the
local councils approve of the area first so they rat rroposals on aress
and they rot that apnroved or disaporoved., Then thev zar proposals

on units, say, forty units here ¢r forty units there, thirtv units herve
or tvanty units there, and the type of unit and what will Te reduired
in that unit., That {g another proposal call, Then they decide here
they are geoing abead with them and gither agree jcointly or disagree

that it zoes or it does net zo and it 13 done through Dewfoundland and

v

Labrader Housing and CMHC and we have te have total agreement by bot

hafore it 2an go abead.

ith respect %o Ive areas we have identified,
¢ have not gone to public tender - we have identified areas. one
is Pishops Tallsz, that we need public housing units and a private
developer has builr private units in Bishors Fallg that meet the
reauirenents of OHC and Hewfoundland and Labrador Heusing Corporation
with respect to what 15 in the unit and what the size 13 and what it
can acewmodate and wvhether there iz 2 demand in the area for that
ind of unit. Ac this point in time OFHC and Yewfeoundland and
Labrador Housing are looking into the possibiliey of purchasing
some of these units and, Mr. Speaker, if thev do decide then they
decide and we do not see any reason why when we have thirty or more
units built when we have a demand Ffor thirty or mere units that we
should go out and bulld them and not buy them from a private developer

that has perfectly good units there. Ye do not have a demand for
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AT P g gighty units, ve do not see why the Government
shiould 2o ince competition with the private entrepreneur and put hin
out of business if he meets the conditions and if he meets the price
then CVHC and Yewfoundland and Labrador Housing will get together

and if the conditlons are perfect and right and rthe price {s vight
then they will buy. But until those conditicns are mer then ncthing

will happen.

Mm, 5. HEARY: My, Speaker -

YR, BPEMER: Orider. olease! The time hasz expired.
PPEMIE? MODRES: fn a point of order.

VB, SPEAKFR: Point of order has been called,

MR, 5. NEARY: - spenking on a personal matter.
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PREMIER MOORES: Just ovne thiang, Sir, and I do not

mean to interrupt the hou. member far LaPaoile {Mr. MHeary),
Referring to Question Period lcself - nor 1is this a
reflection on the member for St. Joha's West {Dr.

Kitchen) or my hon, colleague, the Ministexr of

Muniecipal Affalrs and Housing - when the thirty minures

is up, Sir, I am just wondering if the Orders of the

Day are called exactly aon the thirty minutes ot if the
question and the answer is allowed te continue iato

thirty~fiva minutes.

MR. SPEAKER: On that parcicular matter.
PREMIER MOORES: It is only for clarificarnion.

MR. SPEAXER: Yes, Opn that particular matter my practice
has been that if when the thirty minute moment comes a
person 1s at the conclusion of his question then T allow
the answer. If the angwer goes on too long then I

cut it off, But If a person is into his question then

I do net leave 1t dangling and ;ha: is what happens when
the thirty minutes comes up during a question. Se¢ it

can con occasion go to thirty-three or scmething like

that in that sense, Alsa if the thirty minute time

comes when a person is in the middle of their answer

then I allow them to finish again as long as the time

does not get unreasonable. So that is a practice I

have been using. I think it probably breaks fifcy-
fifty in favour of eilther questioners or answerers.
Sometimes thirery minutes expires just when a persen

is finished thelr question. Iz would seem then appropriate
to hear the answer. And also if the thirty minutes
comes when a2 person Ls sort of in the middle of their
anawer I have allowed them te go on. But I have never
allewed this to go on twve long and I certainly do not

allow any supplementaries or anything.
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MR. SPEAKER:
But when the thirty minute
point comes and 1f we are in the middle of something

then I have allowed that matter to come toc a reascnably

quick conclusion, That 1s a practice that I have
adapted.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a

statement, Sir, on a personal matter.

MR. SPEAKER: On a point of privilega?

MR. HEARY: Well not privilege, Sir, clarification omn
a personal matter. I want vo Iindicate to the House

that I am speaking for my hon. -

AN HON, MEMBER: By leave?
MR. NEARY: No, not by leave of the House. The

Speaker just told us according to Beauchesne I can
make a statement, any member can make a statetment on
a personal matter.

MR. SPEAKER:  Order, please!

Well this is done usually by
getting the Chair's attention on a peint of privilege
and the hon. member then makes the parsonal explanation.
I think it is that way apart from unanimous consent that
a person gets a recogrition so to speak.

MR. NEARY: $ir, 4if I have to de it under a point aof

privilege - I do not want to, Sir, but I can do it that

route I suppose.

MR, SPEAKER: Or I can ask hon. members, does the -

hon. gentleman have consent te make a personal statement,

MR, MORGAN: What 15 it che member wants to do?

MR. NEARY: Well I guess what order makes a difference.
MR. MORGAN: {Inaudible}

M. NEARY: Well, S84ir, I will be very brief if hon,

gentlemen - o
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MR, SPEAKER: Okay.
HR, NEARY: I am speaking on behalf of my -

HR. SPEAKER: On what?

MR, NEARY: I am speaking on behalf of my colleagus
from Conception Bay South (Mr. NHolan) and my colleague
for Eagle River (Mr. Strachan). What I want to do

by the way 13 to thank a minister for something that he

did for us this morning. TIs that allowed?

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. NEARY: The Minister of Transportatisp and

Communications.

MR. W, ROWE: You must thank the right ministar.

MR, NEARY: Would that be all righe?

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible)

MR, W, ROWE: {Inaudible)

MR. NEARY: Well, if they are in agreement,

Sir. The day before yesterday, Mr. Spe?ker, ny celleague
and wyself approached the minister teo ask the minister if
ke would allow us to go down teo hangar Ho. 3 to have a look
at the PBY, the Canso '"plane thaz the government bought and
has now been delivered, and the minister advised us
vesterday that he would agree to do that and this morning
the Director of Transportation, Mr, 0'Brien, a very fine
gentleman, washmade available to my colleague from Eagle
River {Mr. Strachan) and my colleague from Conception Bay
South {Mg. Holan) and we went down to hangar No. 3, we
examined the aircraft and then we had a meeting with the
Director of Air Services in his office with the Director

af Trangportation there, a very interesting meeting for

well over an hour -

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible)
ME. NEARY: - no, 1r is a first = for an
hour and a2 half. Some interesting questions were asked

and sowme interesting gquestions will be asked in the future
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MR, HEARY: as a result of that meeting.
But what I want te do is to thank the Minister of

Transportation for his co-operation 1in this matter and
fer making dMr. O'Brien available. I think this 1s the
kind of co~operation that we should have on both sides

of this House,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. HEARY: I appreciate it very nuch.
MR . W, ROWE: : - some interestiag

information.

M2, NEARY: I appreciate 1t very much,
Sir. It clarvrified certvaln questions bur it also brought

up other matters that we will be dealing with in due

course.

AN HON, MEMBER: - bring it over
to -

HR. NEARY: So really what I atood for,

Sir, was to thank the minister on behalf of my cclleagues

for his co-operation.
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MR, HOLAMN: Do you want to reply to that?
MR, BPECKXTORD: In responge to the hon, member's statemenc,

as Acting House Leader for this House and on behalf of the Minister

of Transportation and Communicasions I would like to say thal

we thank the hon. member for LaPoile Ofr, Heary) for the
information thar he has provided the House. I think T would
be ramiss in oy duties if I did not go om record, Mr. Speaker,

23 saying that T hope that this in no way, shape or fom

"3

ats a nrecedent so that in any other day any hon. member

from edther side of the House can gef up after Orders of the

Day have been called, and on a matter of personal information or
iaformation te the House, which does not come normally and
tachnically under the rules, can rise in his nlace and give
infarmation concerning matters that had oceurred in the House
whick misht or mizht not be of interest te hon. members on that
sarticular moment, because 1f 1t doss set such a precedent then
many of the normal rules that are to be followed in the House
will be seriously leopardized and it will be very difficult for us

to opearate,

¥B. ROBERTS: It has been done befare now.

W, PECETORD: Aut on behalf of the Minlster of Transpertation -
MR, NEARY: Are you jealous or what?

1T, PECKFOAD: - and Communieations, I would like to thank the

non, member fpv giving us the Informatien that be does conduct

meetings at varlous times in the course of uils dutles as 3 mepber

of this House.

B, SPEANER: How that the hon. nember has been thanked, and thanked
for being thanked, I do not thiank he will need any further thanks,

QRDERS OF THE RAY:

MR, SPEAKER: Order 3.

The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
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o, Speaker, it 1s my pleasure to have a Zew

additional words to say on the budgst. I have already had some
tize as members of the House and members of the Houss and members
of the public will be aware. Indesd as the first speaker for
e Opposition side I, on behall of wmy eslleagues, and I believe
on behalf of all members of the House, am availing, I am availing
of a time honoured tradition inbedded in the rulesz for a number
of very good reasons of taking some extra time tp put forth
the Oppositien position on the Judget.

As I have said, !r, Speawer, this is a rule
whtch £{3 Iimbedded in the House rules, in the Standing Orders,
and Mr. Speaker, which was inbedded once again when the commities
concernad last looked at the matter im the last twe or threg
vears., It was imbedded, Yr. Speakar, 25 I say for a numbar of
good reasons. First of all because of course nhe principle
of unlinmited time is well established. That dees not mean,
Mr. Spezker, it ought te be gbused, It should not be abused
by the member speaking, nor should it be abused by other members
of the House. I say to the House now that it is not my particular
intention to take an yndue amount of time, I have already bean
speaking with some difficulty, some interruptions, Interruptions
from one day fo the asxnt and interruptions during the day, during
the actual speech making ftself. T first started to make this
speech a week ago on Tuesday and I have had thres occasions
gince then, four occasions zltogether, and now this ocecasion teday.
And 45 43 a little difficult, Mr. Speaker, when you start a speech
on Tuesday and then nine days later you aras still in the process
of making 1t because the matter of continulty or train of thought,
or cantinuity of thought comes Into play, Tt {s all the more difficulr,
Mr. Speaker, whan you have some mischief making going on while you are
trying to makes your speech where you have yeople who come da with

very sxtraneous noints of privilege. & couple of members in particular



¥B. SIMMONS: have taken an undue amount of the tize

of the House I think to gei together scmething like thres or
three and a half hours of the time since I baegan spesking

were taken by the member for Kilbride and the member for

Grand Falla ip making points of order and one monumental

point of order vou will remember, Mr, Speéker, which rook an
hour and fifceen minutes to sattle, was whether or not there
was a guorum in the Houge., That was raised by a mepber during
the rime wvhich is ausecensibly assipned to me and will ba said
to be part of tha overall time I have spcken, Well ¢f gourse
let the record show for that hour and fifteen minutes, while we
were walting to educate the member for fdrand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan)

o the matter of whather there was a quorum, T was not snaakine,
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Mr. Simmons: i was sitting in my seat waiting for the matter
to pass. I thought [ should say that, Mr, Speaker, because it
seems the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan),in particular,is
awfully concerned about the fact that I believe something of the
order of eleven or twelve hours have elapsed since first I began
speaking, And [ repeat that {is not to say that I have been speaking
those many hours by any stretch of the imagination. But since I
first began speaking since before these interruptions that I have
mentioned to you.

I mention it for a couple of reasons, Mr. Speaker,
first of all, that we do not abuse, Mr. Speaker, and I did not hear
the member for Grand Falls today on the radio but I am toid by
people who did listen to the radic at lunchtime, and I was in a
meeting, I am told that he was making some statements having to do
with the length of my spesch. And I am wondering, Mr. Speaker,

I will not raise a matter of privilege on it now, but I will put it

out as some food far thought for members of the House, I wonder if indeed
the member fcf Grand Falls was not himself abusing the privileges of

the House, 1f he has quoted from me correctly. I am wondering if

he is not undermining in the pubtic eye, Mr. Speaker, a very sacred
principle embedded in the tradition and the rules of this House,

namely, that there is a proavision for unlimited time in our rule

books, and for a couple of good reasons. .

Sea, Mr. Speaker, the Qpposition, any Opposition,
in any House of Parliament anywhere has only very few Tevers, and 1 think
that is the term, very few levers, Mr. Speaker, to force a government
to give its undivided attention, to an issue or issues which the
Opposition feel are of import, which the Oppasition feel at any particular
moment in time are crucial and need immediate consideration. It can
do that. [t can bring the government's undivided attention to such
an issue in one of two or three ways under the FarTimentary Rule Boak,
and one clear way cbviously is on money bills. And last year, Mr.

Speaker, we demonstrated that this lever s not only operative



June 1, 1878 Tape 3803 P - 2

Mr. Simmons: but that it works very, very well. And members of
the House and people publicly will remember that last June I stocod here
in this place and I talked an a money bill, and then I sat down, and
we were in Committeae, and another colleague spoke, and then [ stood
up and spoke again, and so through the day from about 11:00 c'clock
in the morning when I first began speaking until 5:30 in the afterncon
we were really drawing attention to a matter that needed an immediate
decision from the govermment. And I put fo the House now, Mr. Speaker,
3 matter that would not have got an immediate decision from the
govarnment had if{ not beep for the lever that we had on that money bill
to hold that bi11 up until we forced the government to give its undivided
attention to a very crucial and pressing issue. The issue you will
recall at the time, of course, is stitl a very pressing and present
issue, the issue of the PubTic Works spending practices., And as a
result of using the parliamentary lever, and it is not something
we have stolen, Mr. Speaker, it is not scmething we do with disgrace,
it iz something we do with honour, as members of this House who exercise
not only our rights but ocur responsidilities, our responsibility to
direct the government's attention, undivided attention to a crucial
issue. And on that day, 1 believe, it was the %th, or 6th. day of
June last year I stood here, and I pointed out that we were not prapared
te let that money bill go through until such time as the government
agreed to a public enquiry into the way public money has been spent
through through the Department of Public YWorks spending practices.

Well first of all we were told that it could not be
done cn that kind of thing, but to make a long story short, because
I just want to yse it as an example, the lever worked that day, the
tever that we had under the rules of the House not by boycotting
or by filibustering or by doing anything which is undignified, but
by operating strictly and in the spirit of, strickly within, and
in the spirit of the rules of this House we were able to do the

public a big service, we the Opposition were able to convince the
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Mr. Simmons: government to give its undivided attention
to the matter of a public enquiry. And as the public knows now that
enquiry is ongoing under the commission {issued to Mr. Justice
Mahorey, and that enquiry met for a week or so Tast month, and witl
begin meetings, [ beiieve, again next week for an extended pericd
of thres or four maore weeks as the case may be.

On that occasfon, Mr. Speaker, the parliamentary

lever which we do not use often in this Ooposition,
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MR, SDALNS: we used it last June, we
4o not use it very ofiten. Indeed, I think the last
time we used it was last June. It worked. Inside of a
day, Mr. Speaker, it worked and we were able to get a
public enguiry. And I submit, Mr. Speaker, we would
never have gotten that public enquiry if we did not have
that lever. That, Mr. Speaker, is one of the very good
reasons why parliamentarians and parliamentary experts =
men of experience and women of experience - over the
vears who have served in parliaments all over this
world have seen to it that that kind of a lever is
embedded in the parliamentary rule book.

We have one other such lever,
Mr. Speaker, and it is the lever of unlimited time in the
Budget debate, and it is given, Mr. Speaker, under the
rules to the member who first speaks for the opposition
or first speaks in reply to the budget debate. We know,
of course, that all other members who speak in this
debate will be governed by the normal times. The Leader
of the Opposition and the Premier will each have ninety
minutes and all other members of the House will have
forty-five minutes unless somebody moves a non-confidence
motion, then he has unlimited time., Otherwise, Mr. Speaker,
the conly person who has unlimited time in this particular
debate is the person who leads off.

Now my colleagues in the
Opposition have designated that I should be the first to
lead off on this particular issue. I have spent =z fair
amount of the House's time, Mr. Speaker, talking about a
number of issues. At no time have I seen it as a delaying
tactic. I have waited until today to say in words what I
felt every member of the House understood from the
beginning, that we are today and have been during the
past few days using our unlimited time under the rules of

the House to draw attention to some very pressing issues
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MR, SIMMONS: facing the people of this
Newfoundland and Labrador.

We have been in this House
now since the 4th of March. We should have been here since
last Fall. At the very latest we should have been here
since early January. The govermnment did not call the
House together until the 4th of March. The budget canme
down the i17th of March. The following week we should have
heen allowed to debate that budget. The fact is, Mr.
Speaker, contrary to avery precedent in any parliament
in this world, the government did not call the budget
debate until last Tuesday. A debate that should have been
called around the 20th or 2lst of March was not called
until the last week in May. So for over two months, Mr.
Speaker, we were given no cpportunity except through
Question Period to veice our concerns on matters affecting
the economy of Newfoundland and Labrador, affecting the
financial condition of the Province, affecting the
shockingly high unemployment rate which prevails and
which is causing a lot of suffering around this Province.
We were given no opportunity, first,last Fall because the
government would not call the House together, then during
January and February because the government would not
call the House together and then during March, April and
May because the government would not call the budget
debate and therefore would not give memhers of the Opposition
and members of this House generally,an opportunity to address
themselves to some of the pressing problems which we face.

S50 I say, Mr. Speaker, to the
House today that we are using this unlimited time, and I
say it is not our intention to use it for any indefinite
period, but we are using this unlimited time, Mr, Speaker,
so that we can draw attention-as I believe I have begun
to deo and will continue to deo during the next little while -

to draw attention, Mr. Speaker, toc the need for programmes



June 1, 1878, Tape 3804, Page 3 -- apb

MR, SIMMONS: to deal with the high
unemployment rate. We have not yet, Mr. Speaker, in this
session of the House been given an opportunity to give
our ideas on this particular subject and I shall attempt
to do so in the next few minutes because I want to
address myself particularly this afterncon, to the
unemployment situation.

We are using this lever of
unlimited time, Mr. Speaker, as an opposition - and I happen
to be the one speaking because the rules say only ¢ne can
speak - but I speak for the Opposition when I say that
we,collectively,are using this lever to draw attention to
scme pressing issues; the issue of unemployment which I
have just mentioned, other issues that I mentioned a
moment ago about the financial state of the Province,
about the economy generally and about what measures ought
to used, ought to be brought into play to bring about
certain improvements. We are using it also, Mr. Speaker,
this unlimited time lever, to get the government to

concentrate its energies and its undevided attention
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MR, SIMMONS: gn providing us as the

elected representatives and on providing the people

of Newfoundland and Labrador with proof, Mr. Speaker,

that the taxpayers' money is being properly spenc.

And I tell you, Mr. Speasker, that 1s mere and more a

coneern of the people of this Province. We have

scarce resgurces. We do noet have a lot of noney to

lash out, We cannot afford thats our bit of scarce

tax money be wasted or improperly spent or spent against

the law or spent 1in violatien of the law or be used to

line the pockets of a few. We must insure and we must

be satisfied beyond a doubt, we must have proof that the
money is belng spent as it cught to be spent under the

law and with compassion to help the most peocple with the
few tax dollars we have, And to that end, Mr. Speaker,

to the end of insuring that we have the proof that the

money is being well spent, we in the Cpposition, Mr.S3peaker,
repeat what we have asked for before and what we think is
legitimate in requesting. We ask for a public Inquiry -

a full scale public inquiry into the whole Serivener matter
because of the miliions of dellars of taxpayvers' money which
has bean tied up there whiech probably zould have been better
spent elsewhere; certainly that part of it which may have
been spent improperly could have been spent much better
elsewhere. And we demand again today, Mr. Speaker, that
that publie inquiry be set up. It will be argued that the
Mahoney inquiry teo which T made reference may have some
Jurfisdiction there, and I leoked at the terms of reference
again this morning and there is no doubt that the Mahoney
ingquiry can address itself to any of the spending practices

cf the Department of Public Works whiceh took place after
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MR. SIMMONS: April 1, 1974, And I suppose

by implication 1t could be interpreted that 1f they find
some matter which took place after 1974 which had its
beginnings before 1974 they may then be allowed to delve
back into the history of it, But I think, Mr. Speaker,

it needs to be made more clear, more unequivecal. I
believe there ocught to be, M¥tr. Speaker, =sither a public
inguiry into the Scrivener affair or, Mr. Speaker, since

we must be runniag out of judges now in terms of public
inguiries there is another alcernmative, Mr. Speaker. And

I wish the Minister of Justice were here, but perhaps we
will convey it to him later. There 1s another alternative
outside of a full scale publiec inguiry on the Secrivenar
affair alone and it is this ~ an addendum, an amendment -
an amendment to the terms of the Mahoney Commission, an
amendment which would make {t clear, Mr. Speaker, a further
commigsion -~ I do not know what their appropriate terms is,
perhaps an addendum or an amendment or a2 rider or an
addicional commission perhaps is a phrase which would connote
whar I am trying to say = an additional commissien to the
Commissioner, Mr. Mahoney, saying, Loock, in addition to the
matter set forth in your commission of sc and so date, we
hereby instruct you also to lock into all matters relating
to the Scrivener affair. Perhaps that would be the simple
way out rather than another public inquiry, because I can
see the dangers of two public inquiries ongoing at the

same time which in many ways would have te be overlapping
in terms of its area of investigation and inquiry.

MR. DGODY: I think that Justice Mahoney

interprets his mandate ~

MB. SIMMONS: Yes, thar may well be. I have

not -
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MR. DOODY: That is the impression I have
abour iz,
MR. SIMMONS: Has the minister talked te

Mr. Mahoney?
MR, DOODY: Not direetly. The Assistant

Deputy Minister of Justice, I think, -

MR. SIMMONS: I see. Well, I certainly have

ne quarrel I1f that is the case.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR, SIMMONS: Hoe. TIf the Minister of

Transportation has a clear understanding, well certainiy
that is encouraging. Mot that 1 disbelieve the minister,
but I would like £o hear Mr. Mahoney -

MR. DOODY: You can check it with the -

MR. SIMMONS: Yes, alright, well I shall do

that. I would like to hear Mr. Mahoney expound on the
matter or otherwiss enter it into the record, not that

I mistrust any of the persons involved, but I would like
to have the assurance before we let go on this, because
as L point vut it is a lever chact we have and that is
the context in which I am talking now. I say to the
Minister of Trangportation thar if we have the assurance
that the matter wi}l be looked into - T am not concerned
about the mechanies.

MR, DOODY: You will get no quarrel from
us in the department.

MR. SIMMONS: Okay, the wminister says ve
will get no quarral from him on {f., Well, we will have
to wait and see on that one, YMr. Speaker, bur T would

hope that we would get no quarrel, because the whole
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MR, SIMMONS: Serivener affair has to be

looked into either as a separate publiic inquiry or



MR, STMMONS az a clearly undevstood part of the assignment
of Mrp, Justice Mahoney, and either way, Mr. Speaker, would suic
oz just fine,

Also, Mr. Speaker, we are using this laover
of the unlimited time to ensure that there is a Ffull investigation
into :He zovernmant's dealings, “r. Speagker, with 'ir, Dobbin,
and im the lasger contexs, the government's dealines, fr. Speaksr,
on the matter of office space. There are a lot of unanswared
questicns. and let us nobt forget what happened there z faw
alzhts age, all we had was 3 goverament vois, a goverument
majority imposed, and all this nonsense we heard about a free
vota of course i3 exactly that, nopsense. CEut gll we had here
a fow aights ago, or one carly moraing about eigiht o'cloeck,
after an all night debats, vas a goverament vote that there be
ao committec set up, that is all we decided, that the committee
would not be sef up, It decided none of the issues, none of
the unanswered questious about the government's dealing with
Mr, Debbin on office space, or the government's dealings with
ntheé would be suppliers of office space, and there is need,

Mr, Speaxer, for either a publie enguiry into that ar for a
salect coepmittee of the House, as we have so often asked for
over here, a select commitiee, r. Speaker, t» look Into the
whols deal invelving Yr. Dobbin and lnvolving government office
space for this year generally.

There are twe sides to this, Mr. Speaker, and
one i3 the unseemly goings on in the government's efforts to maks
deals with men like Mr, Dobbin, but the other side of 1it, Mr. Speaker,
is to what degree is the public sarvice suffering becausc of the
present hodge podge of offlce space all over the cizy, And that is
a2 guestion that a select committee could address itself tc. And
I would hope, Mr. Spezker, that 3t some peoint soon, some indication

could Le given fo us, that the government is prepared to set up, Lo agrs

o
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MR. SIINIONS: to the setting up of such a select commitlee of

che House, or some kind of an enguiry into all the dealings
affecting offlce spaca.

So 1 say, Mr. Speaker, before T wove on
to the substance of the other things I want to say this
afterncon, that we are consciously hers on the Opposition side,
using the lever of unlimited time provided to us under the
rules of the House, to do two or three important thinaes, Insofar
as we are concerzed and insgfar as the public Is concerned,
One, £o ensure that we talk about and hear about government's
plans for prowrammes to deal with unemployment, with the economy,
with the Province's financial position. Two, we are using that
laver until we get the proof, the proof we need that the tazpayers'
To get that

money is being properly spent, spent within the law,

3
proof we suggest that either Mr. Mahoney or another commissfoner

be autherized, or let us make sure he is authorized, te look inte

the whole Scrivener affair, to get that proof we ask azain that

a full sealed enquiry, it may take the form of a select committae

aof this House, and perhaps that is the way out, r. Speaker, a
select committee of this House be set up to loek into the whole
question of government cifice spaca,

Mow, Mr, Speaker, as I hgve said, I have heard
the member for Grand ¥Falls, heard shout his bellyaching, about the
fact that 7 have unlimited time. I wish he will also be honest
with tha peeple, and I wish he will tell the neople that the
unlimited time thaz I exerelse new on behalf of the Opposition
is given to us under the rules of this House, and it ¢ an
insult o the Spegker, an insult to the Ypealer of this
House, an insult to the House itself, for z member to zo out of
here and somehow imply that Mr, Speaker i{s letting me awzy wvith
gomething that he should noc.

Mr. Speaker is doing what T am doing in this
instance. Ye are hoth abiding very much by the spirit and the letrer

of the law when it comes to the regulations of this FHouse. And vhat
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MR, STMGNG I am deing at this moment in time is

seeing to it, and vhat Mr, Smeaker is doing at this moment in
time 18 seelng to it, as we always do I hope, certalnly as he
alvays does, that the rules of this House are properly enforced,
and for a member, 1ile the member for Grand Falls (fr, Lundrigan)
ta go on the airwaves and suggest, r. Speaker, that somehow

you are aot dolng your job here is an insult to the House

and he should be brouzht perhaps beforz the bar of the House

1f that is possible, or he should be Taken zo task and nerhaps
should have raised the point of privilege in the first place,
because it 1s a serious vislation I submit, Mr. Spesker, of the
rulas of this House, whan vou have members like the nmember for
Grand Falls {lfr. Lundrigan} going outside this House and uncermining

cae vary tradlcions we fight for, undermining
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ME L STMMONS : the vary traditions that allow us to be here in
the first place, undermine the very traditions and rules and privileges
that have been given to us by time,by cur ancesters, by people who fought
hard for their freedom., To have a member go out and just for the reason
of getting his voice on the alr to somehow imply that we are here doing
something that is despicable and withour digpity. It is a shoecking,
shocking indignity in {rself and that member should bhe taken to task,

Mr, Speaker, for so undarmining the rules of this House, for so undermining
the position of this House in the public minds.

YR. SPEAKER: (Dr.Collins) Crder, please! I in no way wish to
interfere with the hon. member's remarks but I would just like o

bring to his and tc other hon. member's attention that there is a ruling
pending in this general area and hopefully later today this ruling can
be made in the general arsa that the hon. member 1s discussing,that

is the remarks made in regard to whether or not the House and the pecople
in the Province were insulted by certadn remarks. There is a ruling

pending in that general area which hopefully we will get to later today.

MR. SIMMONS: The muling from the other night.
MR, SPEAKER:{Dr.Collins) Yes.
MR, SIMMDNS: Mr. Speaker, I understand it calking

about the ruling that he left in abeyance the night before last when
he himself was in the Chair, 2 ruling relating to whether a member
had used insulting language or something of that nature.
AN HON. MEMBER: A member had said that something was an
insult to the House and =
MR, SIMMONS: That is right. The member for Grand Falls
{(Mr.lundrizan} had said that something was an insult aand one of amy
collieagues got up and rose on a point of privilege and the ruling has
not been made. I fully understand that, Mr. Speaker, and I hope Mr.
Speaker, did not think that I was in anyway getting into that particular
area, I was actually addressing myself to an action of the member for
Grand Falls (Mr., Lundrigan) oot in the House the other night - and rhat

is another subject which ig nowv pending a ruling bur the action of the
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HR. SIMMONS: member for Grand Falls (Mr, Lundrigan) chis day on
the public airwaves, cthis is the issue I was talking about and I think
I well made my point om it. I wish he were here, he was momentarily
when 1 began my remarks because [ would rather say these things in his
presence. lie should tell the people of Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker,
when he 1s bellyaching,and I think that is the proper term for ir, when
ke is bellyaching,Mr. Speakar, about ghe fact that a member is using
untimited time , that one he should tell the people of Newfoundland

in all honesty that that wember is doing it because that 1s his right
and the right of this chamber, the right of this Housze, He should
also, Hr, Speaker, instead of just leaving iz hanging and saying that

I have been talking for so many hours, he should fell the people that
ne interrupted my spesch for over an hour on one ccecasion, that his
colleague from Kilbride (Mr.Wells) interrupted my speech for two hours
on ancother occasion making seme silly points of privilege or so they
zall them, he should tell the people of Newfcumndland, Mr. Speaker, -
that mesber for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) should also tell them that
I have taken considerable time in this speech, Mr. Speaker, talking
about such things as the oppressive tax measures of this govermment,
the tax increase to eleven per cent, the dental fee, the hospital

ward fee and 21l the other increases, the other oppressive tax measurss
that are in thls Budget L{f you can call it that. He should tell them
that T have talked for awhile about the misleading nature of the
biuepring, the sccalled blueprint chac the Minister of Finance brought
in with his budpet, that misleading document that talks aboui all the
jobs that are going te be created, that talks about the per capita income
increase and I showed how misleading those statements are. He should
teil cthem also that I have talked about the government's approach to
industrial development, about the tunnel across the Straits and the
$110 million they squandered there, about how they signed a death warrant
for Scephenville, about how they played foolloose and fancyfree with
Come By Chance and made contradiccory anncuncements at a time when they

had informacion to the effect that Come By Chance was in trouble.they
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MR, STMMONS: sade announcements about a second refinery at
Come By Chance and a petrochemical plant. I have talked about the
government's approach to industrial development, I never said I am
proud of it, I have talked about it, I have sald what is wrong with
it, I have saild what is misleading about it, I have sald whar is
dishonourable aboutr it. The member for Grand Falls (Mr.Lundrigan)
said nothipg about that teday, Mr. Speaker, because that was not
convenient for him to say nor did he say, Mr. Speaker, that I have
talked for an hour or sc about the goverament's misuse of public
funds. Nor did he tell them that I spoke for an hour or so abour
the particular needs of the elderly in this Province and how we ought
to change our attitudes about the elderly before we salt them all
away in institurions without even askinmg whether that is the course
of action that is best for them or not, it is for some but it is
not for all, DNor did he tell them that I expressed my concers abcut
the Public Accounts Committee and how L1t is being stazlled now, how
we cannot get the committee to meet now. [ gave my suspicions as to
why it is not meeting, it is a very important vehiclie of thls House,
¥r, Speakar, and it is beilng stalled vight now and I suggest it is
being stalled for some uliterlor motive and I sald that the other
night,

i have talked, Mr. Speaker, about the government's
spending practices generally, I have talked about the letter writing

of the member for Green Bay (Mr.Peckfcerd} 1 did not spend much time on
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My, Simmons: Mr., Speaker, because it is not at lmportant issue
axcept to the extent that a minister of the Crown is using the

pubiic taxpayers money to buy postage to insult the publie taxpayer.

I think that fs serious that a minister of the Crown would use the
taxpayers mongy to insult them by writing posion pen letters.

I mention that. [ did not spend time on that, Mr. Speaker, hecause

it is too petty a mattier in a way.

AN HON. MEMBER: It is a serious matter,
MR, SIMMONS: Yas, it is a serious matier, Mr. Speaker.

It is a serious matter when a lady in Baie Verte whese husband

goes down in a mine every day not knowing whather he will come

up with or without the disease that he so dreads. 1t is a serious
matter when she in her righteous and legitimate concern writes the
minister responsible for enery matters in this Province, and pours

out her soul to him in a very dipolmatic way as you will see from

the correspondence that was tabled in this House. It is a serious
matter, Mr. Speaker, when she is insulted, and it is not my words,

took at the letters tabled in this House, when she is being insulted

by a minister of the Crown of whom she only ask that he give some
cansideration, that he show a 1ittle compassion, and she gets kicked

in the teeth for baing concerned about tha health of her family and

her children. [t is a petty issue in a way, Mr. Speaker, but at the
same time it is a crucial issue. Because if we do not have in government,
Mr. Speaker, men and women with compassicon to understand -

AN HON. MEMBER: The sensitivities.

MR. STMMONS: - the feelings, the concerns, even the sensitivities,
agven the whims, Mr. Speaker, of the ordinary people of this Province

and what is the government all for? Govermment is not & business,

#r. Speaker, government is not just a matter of arrogant and efficient
and proper bookkeepping., [t should must be that. But they must
realize that it is there, Mr. Speaker, to service people, The
sensitivities of people, the feelings of people, the legitimate

concarns of people.
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Mr. Simmons: S0 I did taik, Mr. Speaker, aitthough the
member for Grand Falls {Mr. Lundrigan} saw it convenient not to mention
tt. I did talk about the poison ten Tettars from the Minister of
Energy. I did not spend a lot of time at it, although perhaps I
should have. Because it underlies the whole reascn for government
either you have pecple in government whom you can empathize, whom

you can relate to, or you do not. In the case of the Minister of
Energy, of course, we do not.

1 talked, Mr. Speaker, for a few minutes about
that nefarious, skulduggerist, Special Action Group. I did not get
much action by talking.about it. I did not even get the Premier to
keep his promise that he had tabled the contract of Mr. Bob Cole,

a 547,000 part-time job. He went befure a Rotary Group down here

in St. John's a month or so age, and described the people on the

“Action Group as a volunteer group and | had this elderly gentleman -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible}.

MR. SIMMONS: - down in St. John's call me, and he said, did you

see what the Pfemier said to Rotary yesterday, he said, they were

volunteers. He safd if you hear, he said, Simmons if you hear about

ancther $47,000 volunteer job let me know. He said, [ will take it.

He said, I am onily seventy-three years of age, but I take it, he said,

Just as a volunteer provided there is $47,000 in it. 1 guess he wold.
So I did talk, Mr. Speaker, for a few minutes about

the Special Action Group. I talked aboutlthe government's relationship

to that famous trio, Mr. Speaker, Doyle, Shaheen, and Dobbin. And

how in some ways those relationships have changed. The government's

relationship to Doyle, Shaheen and Dobbin. And I said, Mr. Speaker,

in paraphasing a bit of Shakespeare the other day that when the

Premier talks so often and so nervously and so sensitively about

Doyle, perhaps to paraphase Brother Shakespeare very badly, "Methinks

the Premier doth protest too much." 1 helieve he goes out too much,

Mr. Speaker, saying I do not know the fellow, so much does he say that

you have to ask the guestion, what is he really concernad about? Is he
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Mr. Simmons: really concerned that his real reiationship
with Mr. Doyle will come out, Tike his real relationship with Mr,
Dobbin is coming out?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMONS: 1 have talkad about these issues, Mr. Speaker,
but the member for Grand Falls {Mr. Lundrigan ) did not see it to
talk about that, or the member for $t. John's East {Mr. Marshail} when
he gave his pontifical versicn yesterday of what is going an in the
House of Assembly. Tﬁose peopie, Mr. Speaker, who go on the public
airways like the member for St, John's East, and the membar for Grand
Falls, and misrepresent what is going on in this House, Mr. Speaker,

should be dealt with by the House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. SIMMONS: Should be dealt with by the House.

SOME HOM. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR, SIMMONS: I have had encugh, Mr. Speaker, of all this

bellyaching about people lowering the dignity of the House. And they
get on the public airways and in the same mouthful when they condemn
peopie of lowering the dignity of the House they are doing the very
thing, they are complicating it, they are doing it worse than anybody
here could do it even if we sat out deliberately try it every minute

we are here, We could not
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MR, SIMMONS: de it, Mr. Speaker, In as
vicicus a fashion as the member for St. Joha's East

(Mr, Marshall) did 1z vesterday and the member for

Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan} did it today, and 1 predict
there will be another member over there tomaorrow, because
they are getting sc despevate, Mr, Speaker, that they are
willing to do anvything, even to submit to lew tricks like
we saw yesterday and today on the public airways - low
tricks to undermine this House and talk about it being
destroyed. It will be only destroyed, Mr. Speaker, if

we de not have the guts and the intelligence and the
fortitude and the goed sense to conduct the House's
business in the House. We try to conduect it on the
airways, we try to make out little kindergarten points
like the member for Graud Falls cucside where he caanot
be rebutted as it wera, Let him come in here, Mr.Speaker.
If he is concerned about the House and 1its dignity and
its performance and its function, and whether 1t is going
to be a vizal organ in the future of this Province,
whether it 15 going to be an instrument of good for cthe
people of Newfoundland and Labradeor, come in here - be

a man about it. Do not get behind a tape recorder -

come in here, be a man about LIt. If there 18 something
you do net like about the House let us change it here.
The challenge £s not all that big, Mr. Speaker, when the
personsengaging in the kindergarten tactics, the members
for St. John's East and Grand Falls, are people who have
the majority of the HEouse on this side. So they want
change? They do noet like the unlimited time? Let them
change it. They have the majority over there - let them

change it. I say now, Mr. Speaker, we are Inventive
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MR, SIMMONS: ancugh on this side of the
House. We take our respousibilities seriously enough

on this side of the House that if thev cut off the
unilimited time, I give them notice now thar we will

find another way, Mr., Speaker, to get this goveranment

to concentrate its undivided attention on the main

issues of the day - on the issues of unenmplavyment,

the sconomy, the finmancial condition, the high taxes

we are paying here. We will find a way. We happen

to have a very good way right now called unlimited

time and we Iintend to use it responsibly - not indefinitely,
but responsibly until we make cur point. And we will make
our point today if we sit down today. If it takes us
another week to make our point we will take another week,
but we will not be intimidated, Mr. Speaker, for one
milli~second by those kindergarten tricksters who have not
the gall nor the gumption nor the guts teo perform thelr

job responsibly in this Hou;e but instead go outside and
chip away at the very process that means so much to us.

The very parliamentary process that people have fought

long and hard for over the years, they go out and they chip
away at it feor the sake of thirty seconds commentary on the
radio, Let them come in here, Mr, Speaker, and do something
about it. If this mechanisnm i3 not working exactly as it
should be, let them come in here and help do something to

beef 1t up, not to tear Lt down.

SOME HON, MEMNBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. STIMMONS: I have ralkad, Mr. Speaker -

although the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) did not
mention it - about the government's financlial pesition,
and it is much more desperate than we know, And one of the

reasons it 1s more desperate than we know Is because the
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ME, SIMMONS: books up until a2 year ago

were not even being preperly kept. In the 1975 - 1876
vyear there ware $200 million in entries which were either
entered in the wrong places or not entered at all. How
do you like rhat? - 5200 million entered in the wrong
places in the government books or not entered at all.

How do you know, Mr. Speaker, where vou stand if one-
fifth of your entire expenditure Is entersd in the wrong
places or not even entered at all? How do you know you
have a deposit in a bank in Wew York if vyou do not have

a record of {t? Well, I will tell you how you know.

In this case you happen t¢ have a trusting banker who
calls you up, as he did the government, and says, 'By the
way, do you know you have a deposit down here?' It is
only a few million dollars, mind you. How is that for
responsible fiscal accounting in government? TIs Lt any
wonder I stand here and ask again and again what is our
real financial position as a province? Do we really know
1f we are not even keeping the books rvight?

AN HON., MEMBER: And you say you are wasting

time when You bring these questions forward.

ML, SIMMONS: And then, Mr., Speaker, I am
supposed to be wasting time if I tell the public such

petty little cthings as, 'We had $200 million put in the
wrang places or not in it at all. We had money in a

New York bank we did not even know about untll the banker
came back and told us.' That is wasting time, Mr. Speaker.
I am wasting time, Mr. Speaker, 1f I point out chat

515 miliion to $20 million of the taxpayers' money in 1975 -
1876 was migspent without public tender. That is supposed

te be a waste of time, Mr, Speaker. It Iis a waste of time,
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MR. STIMMONS: Mr, Speaker, in one way only.
It is a waste of time for those who do not want to hear

it. It is a waste of time
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MR, STIMONS: for those who wished 1t could be kept coverad

up, Lt is a waste of time for those vho did aot want it to see

the light of day. I can understand chat for those people it is

a waste of time. I will net spend too nmuch time apologizing

o those rsople though, because they are the reasons, Mr. Speaker,
way 1t tool so much digging and ferking around, and digzing and
digging and ferking around, so much of Lz, and public enquiries
and police investigations before we even begin to get to the truth
and I say nouw, v, Speaker, again the Public Works thing, the
Seriveney thing, a3 serious as they are, my colleague from

LaPoile (Mr. Neary) has done a lot of research on the Scrivener
sroject in particular. I say ta hinm, I say to the House, that

as serious as Scrivener 1s, as sericus as the Public Works scandal
is, it i5 only the tip of the ice berg I say teo him, just the tip

of the ice berg. Everywhere you go, Mr. Speaker, tlose who are

not frightened off from calling you for fear their telephones

are being tapped, for fear if they write you a letcer vour Elles

are going to get rifled as mine wera, for fear they are going teo

e zeen with you because voeu are being trailed half the time., Thosa
who have not stopped belng seen with you for that reasen, those who
have not stopped writing you for fear their letters are golng to

be snatched cut of your file at some dark hour of night -

AN HON, MEMBER: How does your wifa rsact to it?
MR, SIMMONS: Well let me say 1t this way, I managed to gat

home last night fn tize to turn off the television. I managed to
get up time enough this merning to get The Daily News and T hope

to get heme in time this evening to get The Evening Telepram and

I hope to be the only persen in the household who reads it today.

Byt, Mr. Speaker, that does bring up another issue which we will

some ro in time, because you see, Mr. Speaker, those pezople who will
still write who have not been intimadated and Mr. Spezker, that is what

it L5, it I3 an Intimadation process. And I do not know how the member
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MR, SIMMONS: far Bay of Islands (Mr., Woodrowy, I do not hnow,

My, Speaker, a man with his background, his emminent background,
all the good he did for the South Coast people in NHewfoundlaad,

T s£ill keep hearing about 1it, and the principle, Mr. Speaksr,

that he has always displayed, I do not know, Yr. Speaker, I do not
imow how he can sit there, I really do net, And perhaps some

day, just as friend to friend, over the privacy of a cup of coffee,
when there is nobedy trailinmg me, T hope, Mr., Speaker, I hope

he will sir dowm and do me the courtesy of iusz telling nme

how he rationalizes zll of rhis because I cannot sze, Mr., Speakey,

I cannot see g man of such imtegyity, such principle, a man

who has fought long and hard for what he truly believes in -

MR, CALLAN: Still Fighring,
MR, SEMMONG: A man whose heliefs are admirable. I cannot ucnderstond,

Mr, Speaker, why he is not up asking some of the some questions we arve
asking. I cannot understand tt. As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, I
expect when all this is over he will probably be the next spaaker

over there hecause of all over there, Mr, Speaker, of zll over thers -

MB, W, ROWE: Green 3ay is not getting up is he? Poisecn
pen pal.
:5;-
MIL, STMINS: Well we will aeed a wuling on that as to whether

you ean read letters in the House, read your own., You zan rzad
cther letters but then you have to table them. 3ut what nappens
when you read vour own lecters, iir, Speaker? I3 that
parliamentary.

But, ¥r. Speaker, seriously, those pecple
vho have not stepped writing me because they are afraid their
lettars are going to be snatched in the dark of andght down in
gy office or in my home some week when I anm out of toww,
these people who have not stopped telephoning me because some
af the things they told me on the shone In strictest confidence

have somehow becoms less confidenrial, those peonle, My, Speaker,
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LR, SIMCIONS: wig still write me and wic still phone ze
tail me enough that I know, MMr. Speakerp, that the Secrivener
and the Public Works scandal are just but the tip of the
ice berg.

Well as I say I talked about these things.
T did not spend 2 lot of time on the scandals. I wanted to
draw attention to them. 3Buf I wanted alse to talk about
the financial pesition, the job siruation, the position of the
=lderly, the job zhat the llnister of Education iz doing
to a2ducation In this Frovince. I talked about that at some
length., It is wvery dear to me. I spent a iifetime in
education and I would like to talk long and hard about 1if, but
I am awara of my possible conflict of interest there because
baing so close zo it I may aot be able to see the forssc for
the trees in some respects znd I say that to him honeszly. And
so I have not talked as nuch about that issue as I would like to,
But from the feedback I get, Mr, Speaker, from the concerns of my
frieands in educaticn and people generally and parents and youngsters,
students, I know, Mr. Speaker, that what 1s happening in education,
and the minister must sake a lot of the responsibilicy, will be
with ut for a long time to come, Well, Mr, Speaker, that 1s jus:t
by way of preliminaries, just to bring you up to date because
I did want to take the past ten or fifteen minutes or so just to
enforce, because it has been such p long time sinee T first began
talking and there has been 50 many lnterruptions, one day we did
nob get to the speech at all because we could aot gat through
Question Period, last Friday if you remember. So it has been over
a week or go sirce I first hepan talking. I just wanted to
bring you up to date about the various iassues that I have talked

about in the few hours that I have stood here.
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MR, SIMMONS: Now, Mr. Speaker, there are
other issues many of which we are not going to get the
time to talk about. Mr. Speaker, I talked just a

moment ago about the financial situation of this Province
and I ask you, Mr. Speaker, how much worse, as bad as it
is, how much worse would the finanical situation of this
Province be if the federal government were not bailing
this crowd out all the time?

The just bailed them out on
the Trans-Canada Highway and the Minister for Tourism said,
'Over my dead body'. 'Over my dead body' he said to
Frank. 'Over my dead body' he said, the Minister of
Tourism. The Minister of Tourism said, 'That Trans-Canada
Highway agreement, no way! Over my dead body' he said to
the Premier. And do you know what, Mr. Speaker? They
did it over his dead body. They did it over his dead
body. If I have ever seen, Mr. Speaker, a politically
dead specimen -

MR. MORCGAN: I will be here when you are
long gone.
MR. SIMMONS: p she comes! - a politically

dead specimen, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MORGAN: Time will tell.
MR, SIMMONS: It goes to show, Mr. Speaker,

the advisability of that sign,which I shall now paraphrase,
in various offices. "Those who are politically dead please
fall down." He does not have the courtesy, Mr. Speaker, to
fall down although he is - over his dead body they were
going to do it and the Premier took him on and did it

over his dead body.

But, Mr. Speaker, the feds
have bailed them out on the Trans-Canada Highway, the feds
are bailing them out generally, on transfer payments of
various kinds, the feds have bailed them out on tourism,

bailed them cut on the Trans-Canada.



June 1, 1978, Tape 3811, Page 2 -- apb

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, ohi

MR, SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I am only
quoting the words of the Minister of Tourism. He does
not iike either - or has he c¢hanged his mind now? -~ he
does like what happened in Transportation, he teold the
whole Province that, He had to take it back to stay
in the Cahinet,
Like the other day, Mr. Speaker,
he did not agree with the srpuce budworm decisicon, but the

he toek it back, Mr. Speaker, to stay in the Cabinet.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, to a point of
order.
MR. SPEAKER(Collins): Qrdex, please! Order!

A point of order.
MR. NEARY: I do not mind the hon.
gentleman for St, John's Center (Mr. Murphy), Sir, having

a nap but would somebody close his mouth when he is

sleeping.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. DQODY: I would make no wonder he

fell asleep because -

MR, WHITE: e has been asleep for years.
MR, SIMMONS: I think in fairness, Mr.
Speaker, the member for St. John's Center is well advised
to keep his mouth open, Any sign of life over there will
do because if his colleague behind him thinks he is dead
he wilil bury him.

MR. SPEAKER(Collins): Order, please!

I feel thers is no matter that
the Chair can deal with here.

The hon. member.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr, undertaker friend from
Harbour Grace (Mr. Young) is always on the job,
MR, WHITE: He is even dressed for the

occasion.
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MR. SIMMONS: As they say, he is the last
man to let you down. He is dressed and I say to the

member for St. John's Center, the hearse is waiting

cutside.
AN HON. MEMBER: When is the funeral?
MR. NEARY: He is gone off disappointed

now, look!

MR. W.N.ROWE: The member was not dead after
all.
MR. NEARY: He wants to see if he has one

to suit him.

MR. SIMMONS: He wants to make sure the
flowers are still fresh, I guess.

MR, NEARY: e 1s gone out to see if he

has a five foot box to £it him.

MR. WHITE: A hat box will do.
MR, SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, I want to talk

about the gentleman who is not asleep. H= may be
politically dead but now asleep, Mr. Speaker, the

Minister of Tourism. He dug his heels in =~

MR. WHITE: For a good cause too.
MR. SIMMONS: - on a good cause, the Trans-

Canada Highway issue. If he had done what the member for
Grand Falls (Mr. Lundrigan) had done, he would have gotten
the accolades of everybody on this side - and that is not
important, I say to him. Do not ever he overly impressed
by the nice things we say over here about you, when we
say them we have a reason for saying them - but more
importantly he would have had the accolades of every person
who drives over that Trans-Canada Highway.

He dug his heels in on a
very important issue, but then, Mr. Speaker, just when you
are beginning to say, now there is a man of principle, he
backs off because the practical issue is more important to

him that the principle. Hanging on in Cabinet, Mr. Speaker,
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ME. SIMMONS: s5¢ they should - zoncern,

Nr. Speaker, that is being fuelled because of the lack
of any real, definitive information on this whole issue.
S0, Mr., Speaker, in that context, the other night we
waere on this hears rending debate. And we all over here
did not agree - I hope the government noticed that. We
all over here did not particularly agree on the solutioen
to the problem. There was no vote involved zs such -

o substantive vote, And we gave our position freely.

1 tried to get up in the debate but did not get an
cpportunity, and knowing I had this opportunity I did
not want to crowd out some other people who also wanted
to speak. But we had a heart rending debate the other
night. It was the spruce budworm thing. And it 1s one
that we do not have the easy answers to. You ses,

Mr, Speaker, if I may use a crude analogy, when you do

not have the answvers, when you do nct have the definitive
answer on an issue be it rhe spruce budwortt or anything

else there is only one course of action, Mr. Speaker, and

I use a crude ananegy ftoe make it, If the fellow is
condemned to be hanged but there is some doubt, you do

nat say well, we will hang him and we will find ocut
eventually 1f we did the right thing, because it is hard

to get life back inte him after you have hanged him, you see.
And that is the principle which =mugt be operative here

if there {8 a reasonable doubr. And certainly, ¥Mr. Speaker,
all the 800 who went to the meecing in Candar last night

are not crackpots. There may be a few people there with

axes to grind - a few people cut to get the minister from
Gander or the mindster from Green Bay or the Minister of
Forestry - there may be that. There may be people there

cut to get me or the member for Windsar - Buchans (Mr. Flighe)
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MR, SIMMONS: or the member for Lawispoarte
(Mr. White), but that aside, Mr. Speaker, I am sure that
of the 800 the overwhelming majority of people went there
for one reasofn and one reason only. They went there
because they had a concern over tha spruce budworm issue.
And as in my crude example about the man about to he

hanged, 1f there is a reasonable doubt, there is only one

possibility -
AN HON, MEMBER: When in doubt leave it out.
MR. SIMMONS: ~ delay it unti]l we can find out

what it is we are decing here, what we are meddling with
here - whether we are meddiing with the health of vyoungsters

next vear or five years down the road,

Ma. NEARY: Hear, hear!
MR, STMMONS: That is the issue. I dc not

care what the economic consideration 18, I do not care what
the dollars involved are. Who is going to put a price on

a human life? Who is going te put a price on the health

of some youngster? Tf there 1s any doubt at all - and

that {s where we admired the Minister of Touriswm the okther
night, The man had the guts to get up and say something
that he knew was going to get him inte some troublae
politically, but nhe had the guts te do it. HNebedy had

the guts to do it Eirse of all,

MR. ROBERTS: The gpirit was willing but the
flesh ia weak.

MR, SIMMONS: You see, he has almost encugh,
Mr. Speaker, the Trans-Canada Highway 1lssue and the spruce
budworm 1ssue iliustrstes that that minister has got almost
enough gourage -

MR, W, ROWE: Te open the barricade.

MR, SIMMONS: They sing in the svangelical
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MR, SIMMONS: churches a song and one
verse 1s 'Almost persuaded', and the last line is
falmost, but lost'.

AN HON. MEMBER: - 'Jim', you will

never get saved.
MR, SIMMONS: 'Almost' - that near, but

lost.
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AN HON. MEMBER: Alleluia!l Alleluia!l
AN HON. MEMBER: Praise the Lord!
MR. SIMMONS: And the minister i1illustrates

- the orher aspect of what I want to say to him. Hot
enough to mouth the words, not enough, Mr. Speaker, to
say the alleluiss ~ vyeou have to identify with the cause,
you have teo do something about f{f, He started toe do
someching about it the other pight, Mr. Speaker, and he
almost got there, but then scmebody said, 'Jim, Cabinet.
You will have to give up Cabinet.' The old devil speaks
ia his ear, 'Cabiner'.

AN HoON, MEMIAER: Twelve graund.

MR, SIMMONS: "Cabinet. Do not forget Cabinet,
Jim. Are you sure you want to give up Cabinet and all its
perks? - sitting arcund the table of important men two or
three times a week solving the great problems. Cabinet,

Jim -'Tourism, conferences in Quebec City, Vancouver. The
Premier might even invite you to South America when he goes
on his job hunting tour next year. Simmons over there
recommended South America - the Premler will probably take
him up ~ go to South America. He might even not gake the
¥ilbride member next vear, he might take you, Jim - Cabilnet,
trips abroad, helicapters, Jim -~ all you zre going to have

to gilve up.'

And of course, he gives in. Almost, but losc.
Twice he has done ir, Mr. Speaker - once om the 'highway'
issue, now cn the spruce budwerm fasue. If I were preaching,
as he suggested, I would call to mind a verse of scripture
whick in paraphrased version only, ir. Speaker - I assure

yeu I cannot quote 1t exactly - in paraphrased versiom it

says something to the effect, 'How much longer shall my

spirit strive with man?' How many more chances will he be
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HR. SIMMONS: given, Mr. Speaker? How many
nore?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR, WHITE: You are going to burn, boy!

You ave golng to burn.

AN EON. MEMBER: Like the rest of then.

AN HON. MEMBER: iile is going to go the way of

the budwoerm!
MR. WHITE: Iz 1is a nice day. ¥We should

adjourn and go ocut on the lawn.

MR. SIMMONS: No, there is a chance there,
you see. There is a chance for him before he is

eternally lost. There 1s a chance before he is completely,
irrevocably, eternally lost. There 1is a chanee. There 1is
going to be another issue, This week we will give him
another issue. This week we have In the cards. This week
we have another chance for the Minister of Tourism, and
perhaps this time, having heard the warnings he will heed
them. Perhaps this time he will have the courage to say,
'Yes, Cabinet with all its perks, helicopters, trips all
over the place, the chance of going to South America next
year with the Premier - all these, yes, T know, but I have
ny principles to worry about. I beliave that the government
should not have cavad In over the Trans-Canada Highway
deal,” he will =2ay. 'l believe the government should not

be calleus about this spruce budwerm decision. I believe
they are a bit premacture. I believe,' on the new issus we
are going to put before them this week - 'I believe the course
the goverument is taking is the wrong course. And for that
reason I will taks the cnly honourable way. It hurts me to
do it, but 1t would hurt me an awful lot mere if T did not

do it. I believe it is the only way, because T have to look
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MR, SIMMONS: in the mirror tomorrow
morning.’
AN HON. MEMBER: Ve use the same kind of hailr spray

sver hera -

MR. SIMMONS: Now while we are talking,
Mr. Speaker - because I am sure there has been no doubt
during the past few minutes about the finangas of the
frovince - I want to get Iinto another issue.

When I got off on the Minister
of Tourism - I admit, a favourite subject for me, I have
a certain admiration for him, lir. Speaker, I cannoet put
it inte words but it is there - but, Mr. Speaker, when
I got on that subjeet I was talking about the federal
government and the way it was balling this government out
on tourilsm and on transportation, two issues that the

minister knows an awful lot about.



Jung 1, 1978 Tape 3814 PK -1

Mr. Simmons: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Tourism a few
minutes ago said, "Ah, negative. ATl you do is criticize." Well,
Mr, Speaker, I am going to make a positive suggestion now, Mr.
Speaker, a positive suggestion, wou see, Mr. Speaker, ! have heen
having a laok, Mr. Speaker, at this Term 29 about which we had such
a fuss, and Tet us sat the record strafght on Term 29, Mr. Speaker.
tet us set the record strafght because when it was raised by a
government member sometime ago he did not bother to mentien again,
he did not bother to mention who it was that just about run us into the
ground on Term 29 in the first place. He did not bother to mention
that it was his great buddy, the Right Hon. John G, Diefenbaker, who
tried to rUGKUS into the ground on Term 29. He did not say that

it was he who felt we shouid get sven less than we are getting, not
mare as has been suggested but less according to Mr, Diefenbaker in
that day. He did not say that it was Mr. Diefenbaker who split the
P.C. Party asunder back in 1957 -

AN HOM. MEMBER: Started the United Newfoundland Party.

MR. SIMMONS: Not 1957 but well just after that and started the
United Newfoundland Party. He did not mention those things.

But, Mr, Speaker, to the substance of the matter. This
Term 29, Mr. Speaker, the fipancial term of our agreement where fwo
'nations - now let us be understood about this too, we did not go
begging or screaming into the arms of Camada. We went screaming scmewhat
because only fifty point something or 51 per cent of us wanted to
be part of Capada at the time. But it was not a one sided deal,
Mr. Speaker. There were as many on the Canadian side as I will show
you from some documentation who wanted Newfoundland to be & part of
Canada as there were in Newfoundland who wanted to be a part of Canada.
There were 3 lot of people in the then Canadian nation wha had good
reason to want Hewfoundland to be part of the bargain, to be part of
3 new nation. So two rnaticns came together, Mr. Speaker, and one
of the terms, the financial term, the now famous Term 29, the McNair
Commission set up by the federal covernment found in somewhere around

1958 or 1989 having analyzed our ability here to provide public services,
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MR. SIMMONS:
water and sewer and the other services we need here, having analyzed
our ability to provide them and having analyzed our ability to pay
for those, and this is the whole spirit of Tarm 29 you remember, having
analyzed these two abilities, the ability to pay on the one hand, the
reasonable taxation that we could Tevy here on the one hand and on
the other hand the requirement for services, having analyzed these two
the McNair Commission, and this is not a Newfoundland commission, this
is a federal commission, came to the conclusion that there was a revenue
deficiency, that there was a shortage of funds, there was a short fall.
In athere words we needed more services than we could pay for even if
we lashed it out in terms of taxes to cur people. There was a
daficiency.

In that day in 1957, Mr. Speaker, in the 1957-1958 year the
McNair Commission found that there was a revenue deficiency of
just over $8 mitlion, $8,102,000. MNow to put it in other terms,
Mr. Speaker, what the commission finding was saying is this, that even
it Newfoundland has to provide services, not aqual to Canada or Cntario
or B.C, but egual to the Maritime Provinces which we know have always
been in terms of services, [ think the minister will agree, in Atlantic
Canada stili behind say Ontario or B.C. Right? And it was in this
context that the McNair Commission was talking. To provide
services equal to the Maritime Provinces we could not find the tax
dollars even if we taxed as high as the highest province in Canada,
the highest tax in Canada. We would still be $8 million short
in 1857,

Now, Mr. Speaker, Tet us be clear what that means. Did it
szy 38 million forever? No, Mr. Speaker. Tt took the expenditures
for 1957-1958 and subtracted cne from the other and said right now
they need angther $8 million. Now what happens, Mr. Spesker, if the
value of the dollar changes? What happens then? If 38 million in
1957 dollars is $8 million but in 1960 it is only 87 miilign or in
1970 it is only 32 mittion or 33 million, did the McNair Commission,
were they so stunned as to think that somehow everything would take

care of itself and that if you had $8 million in 1957 but only 33 miliicn
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or $4 million in 1970 that that would be enough. How could 33 million
effectively in 1870 do what 38 miilion was supposad to do in 19577
Well we all know the answer to that. [t cannot.

S0, Mr. Speaker, we have got to look, and I was disappeinted

because [ put this question to the Premier about
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MR, SIMMONS: a couple of weeks age here in
this House. We have to lock again at term 29 and we have
to say, What was the spirit of it? What was the spirit
of the commission finding? What was the spirit of the
McNair Commission f£inding? And the spirit was clearly
this - it can be nothing eise - the spirit was this, Mr.
Speaker, in simple blunt terms, 'We have as a nation to
continue to help Newfoundland to meet the difference
between what they can afford to raise in taxes on the one
hand and the cost of providing services egual to those

in the Maritime Provinces on the other. That was the
spirit of it, Mr. Speaker.

At that time that spirit
translated into $8 million. ‘The spirit of the McMNair
report was to see to it that the difference was paid
by the nation in a transfer payment, if you like. That
was the spirit. Now here we are, Mr. Speaker, in 1978
and of course we all know - if you remember, those
listening to my voice, if you will just remember your
salary in 1958 or 1959. I remember mine. I'was teaching
in St. Anthony. I was a principal, no less. A great,
big two-room gchoel. Principal of a two-room school.

Not only was I getting a teacher's salary, I was aiso
getting what they called a principal's bonus, Iifty
dollars a year for sach classrcocom under your jurisdiction.

You were allowed to count your own for that.

AN HON. MEMBER: On hundred dollars?
MR. SIMMONS: A hundred deollars a year for

being principal that was, plus the title of course. Aand
it worked out, Mr, Speaker, to $187 per month before
taxes - $187 per month is what I was getting in 1959.

I suppose, Mr. Speaker, in terms of what I could buy

it is probably worth $600 today, $500 or $600 today in

twenty years since just about.
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MR, SIMMONS: This $8 million, Mr.
Speaker, if it reguired $8 million in 1959, of course,
it requires a lot more today. Because you see, Mr.
Speaker, I am told that the 1957 or 1958 dollar - get
this, Mr. Speaker, the 1957 or 1958 dollar worth a
dollar in 1957 is worth twenty-three cents today.
Twenty-three cents today, not a gquarter of what it was
worth in 1957 or 1958, not a gquarter. So the $8

million of 1957 or 1958 or 1959 with McNair's Commission
report, is worth perhaps $2 million or so today.

AN HON. MEMBER: _ Three.

MR. SIMMONS: No, what I meant is that
if you had that =~ no, I see what the minister is saving,
but I am just going in the other direction. All right?
Put it this way - the minister is one step ahead of me
on translating it in the other direction, but what I
am #aying to him is that the 58 million could only buy
what two or three would have bought in 19 - I am sorry -
the $8 million, 18537 dollars, would only buy §$2 miilion
or 53 million worth today. That is what I am really
saying. Okay? And to buy $8 million worth today you
would need something of the order of $35 million, just
over four time as much. That is the point I am making.
The $8 million of 1957 if you had it today could only
buy really, 52 million or %3 million worth. If you
extrapolate that, or if you translate it means that the
if the commission meant in 1957 to give us 58 million
I am saying, and the minister is helping me say it, I
am saying that today that should translate into something
arcound %35 miliion,

How do we argue that, Mr.
Speaker? We argue it simpiy -and I am not going to go
through the entire argument, but just to state the spirit
of it - we argue it, Mr, Speaker, by saying eclearly and

simply that the spirit of the MclNair Commission findings



June 1, 1978, Tape 3815, Page 3 -- apb

MR, SIMMONS: was to allow us to keep pace,
to allow us to keep pace with services in the Maritime
Provinces in two ways: As much as possible by our tax
rate, which is the highest in Canada, and then te doc the
rest by a makeup payment from Ottawa. I say, Mr. Speaker,
that is the government would only begin negotiating this
one with Ottawa in serious terms - and I was disappointed
when I asked the Premier about a month ago about this
subject that nothing is really in the works on it, or
that was the impression I got £rom him.

The revenue deficiency now
is 30 serious, Mr. Speaker, that Ottawa would have to
jack up the payment by something over four times the
amount.

My, Speaker, I have here
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MR, SIMMDNS: a letrer written back im 1959 by a Mr. Kerstead
who was a professor of political economy at the University of Toronto.
He said, Mr. Speaker, =
AN HON. MEMEBER: (Inaudible).
HE, SEMMONS: May have been., He was a prefassor, I will gat his
initials pow. B.S. are his indcials, B.S. Kerstead written in
1959, Hr., Speaker, on the subject of Term 29 and to my knowledge
he is not a Newfoundlander. T do not know that he is or is not buc
he is ac the University of Tovonte at this time and he is writing
about Term 29, I think it is important to establish that he is
probably not a Newfoundlander because he is not just peddling our
narrow viewpoint on this. He is purting forth what I beldeve is to
be a sound economic argument and he 1s talking about Term 29,
¥r, Speaker. I think perhaps, Mr. Speaker, it might be helpful when
I am through reading this or part of itias I am required under rules
to table it because it is something that all members should have a
second look at,

It is a letter from a Professor B,S, Kerstead
which I will table in z few miputes and it was written back in 1959.
It says in part, "Term 29 of the Terms of Union berween Newfoundland
and Capnada is part of a contract into which both contracring parties
entered in 1949, At that time the Canadian Government was gravely
disturbed over the economic and policical instabilicy of Newfoundland
and about the pussibility of Newfoundland becoming the possession
of the United States. Union was earnestly desired by Canada but was
rather unpopular in Newfoundland. Only the leadership of Mr. Smallwood
was able to prevail upon the oppasition of the business interast of
5t, Jobn's. When the Newfoundland negotlators came te Ottawa both
they and their Canadian counterparts had no knowledge of what ifiwould
cost to set up public service in Newfoundland comparable to the tolerable
minimum of such services elsewhere in North America. 3Secause of its
strange history of neglect Newfoundland at the time of union possessed

very few public services and those of a primative sort, Thus Hewfoundland
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R, SIMMONS: refused te enter inte union with Canada unless provision
was made after an experimental or a transitiomal pericd for a considered
revision of the financial terms of union. Hence Term 29 was included
in the aet of undon at the insistence of the Newfoundland delegation."

Now, Mr. Speaker, I quoted that f£irst of all
because 1 think it puts in perspective a comment I was making earlier
that the Impression that is abroad lately that somehow we were a bunch
of beggars taken in by an unwilling Camada. It is not exactly the
scenario that was in place at the time at ail, In fact, Mr. Speaker,
there were a number of people whe saw good argument, good strategic
arguments at the time, good political argument to have Newfoundland
ag a part of the Canadian natfcn. And so in thac spirde, Mr. Speaker,
they were willing to agree to Term 29 which provided for that sc—called
malke up monay, that money which would provide the difference between
what we could afford and what was required te give us services at least
up to what was then or iz not operative in the Atlantic Provinces.

I table the letter, Mr, Speaker, and I would suggest
hon, members have a good lock at it., [ would like to have a copy
myself T say to the page when he gets around to ic. T bhelieve,

Mr. Speaker, that the government will want some positive suggestions
about financial matters. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that Term 29 of the
Terms of Union between two nations, Canada and Newfoundland, indeed
that term contains a great opportuaity for us if we will explore it
properly, if we made 1t the subject of some meaningful and serious
and ongolng negotiation, if we couple wich it the finding of the
MeNaidr Commission Report, a commission set up by I belleve then Prime
Minister St. Laurent and later acted on or procrastinated on by

Hr. Diefenbaker. But a McNair Commission Report if we coupled that
with the Term of Unicn we would find, Mr. Speaker, that we have &
very strong case for requiring the money te be paild in roday's dollars
and today's value and today's prices Lf you like rather than at 1937
or 1958 prices.

I think 1t is a crucial {ssue,
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Mo, STMMONS: Mr. Speaker, and I cannot strass
it too much. It alone would give us the extra $25 miliiocs or 328
million and that alone could make some difference ir the - it
would make a falr dent in cur positien to meet our committments

to pay our bills. Mp, Speaker, these are some of my concerns

abour the finanecial posirion.

I want to talk for a few minutes
about another subjeetr that is T bellewe is erucial to our development
and that is the fishery. The fisherv of this Province, *r. Speaker,
much has been sald abour Lt ir 1s difficult to aviod getting caupht
up in the rhetori and to be too rosy in your descriptions in your
pontifications about it, But the fact of the matrer is, ¥r. Speakar,
that I happen to believe that the fistervy holds rore prowmlse than
any of the other rasource possibilites potential we have. Holds
more poszlbilicy for a number of reasons and I am not advocating
that we sbandop the others they have their place and in time I
or other speskers hare will come to them. But Mr. Speaker, the
fisheries resource especially because of the 200 mile limir
and it did two things it 4id the obvicus thing of glving us access
to more fish but it also did somthing psycholopgically - I think
the !inister of Fisheries apree with it ag it did the zadvent of the
200 mile }imit was a great beoom psychologically for us it changed
attirudes ;nd I re-said it to the House hefeore about my teaching
days when you talk to students and you taik to teachefs and
the attitude aame through clearly that there was somathing
despeccable something second class about being in the fishing
busdness. Well that is changing, changine very dramaticallyw,
nsvcholopically it i3 very different now the whole business
of the fishary 1s very different and people lock to careers
in the fishing industry.

Meow, Mr. Spehker, a counle of

zentral Facts that we need to underline about the fisherv, Ilusmber
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Hm, 3;ewnig: cne; fish you ses, Mr. Speaker,
fish is the only source of protein - we are talking about the neads
of a hungry world, we are talking about scarce food resources
axnensive fowd resources. Tish, ¥z, Speaker, is the only source
of prozein vou do not have to feed. The only source of protein
vou de not have to feed, 1t 1s there all you have to do 15 catch
it conserve it of course. Do not sacrifice it. Do not plunger

the fishery. Civen a proper conservation, management anpgoach

all vou have to do is catch. It is the only socurece of nrotein
that you do not have £o feed. I am zold, Mr. Speaker, that
Britian for examnle is short of white fish stocks ecodfish for
example. There 1g a greav orportunity there for exports from
Hewfoundland. I am teld zhough that Brietian is not walting for
Newfowndland to act or for Canada to act I am told thar the
tremendous shortage of white fish stocks is being made up in

part and lat us be clear the shortape came about largely

because of the implications for Britian and CGermany for example

of the 200 wmile limic. And that shortage which they now have
that short fall is being mada up in part by a new supply from
Argentina suprly of hake from Argentina zand because of the codfish
shortage and because they cannot get the codfish they want from us.
Because we have not developed our markets over thers.

T have come aquickly to the subject
of marketing, Mr. Speaker, because I have a feeling that most of the
other factors involved in the suceess of fishery are going to in
time take care of themselives. That iz not to say we should not give
attention to them or do things te hasten thelr development but I
belleve the crueial aspect of the fishery and whether 1t survives
as a successful resource based enterprise er continues to be an
industry that we apologize for over the years. Whether it is the
former or the latter will depend on how well we establish new markets.
The United States market haos always been hefty mind you, large in
velume but always a bit uncertain, always the guestion of new terms

always the
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MR, SIMMONS: question of to what degree
the United States and particularly now the -

could begin to meet 1ts own semi-finished requirement
without locking to Canada and to Newfoundland in
particular for ic. So there is a need to lock to

the market of Europe. And I am concerned on this

angle very much in this way. I am told by the

British people that they are developing the purchase

of hake from Argentina. I have been assured by thenm
that that is only a short term thing. They are only
doing £t until the codfish shortage is made up by

some other mation, preferably Canada - possibly Canada.
But what happens, Mr. Speakar - let me raise the question
- what happens 1f we are so long putting cur house in
order on marketing in Europe that the arrangement between
Britaln and Argentina becomes fairly permanent and that
the hake, which I am told f{s an inferior £fish - and

I am net in the position to discuss this - but I am told
is an inferior fish to the codfish aand which is only
going to be marketed for certain of whar I will call

the lesser produets, the fish stick type products, where
apparently, all they are interested in i3 a white fish
and they are not particularly interested whether 1t is
cod or not. What happens, Mr. Speaker, 1f what 1s to be
a temporary arrangement between Britain and Argencina
becomes a fairly comforgable and successful and perhaps
lucrative long term arrvangement? What happens 1f we
allow the Argentine supply to supplant the Canadian
supply? - what gould be the Canadian supply, the
Nawfoundland supply. What happens 1f we find that the

market we were sure is there, is there, but it is being
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MR, SIMMONS: used by somebody else who
can deliver s cheaper, albeit inferior product? And
that ig why I say, ¥r., Speaker, thar marketing dis
important and we do not have a lot of time to get on
with it. I have mentioned white f£ish and codfish.
There ia a great market in Europe, I am tald, for
herring. I am told, #r. Speaker, that the Europeans
are not particularly happy with the guality of herring
they are getting £rom us at rthis particular time.

AN HON. MEMBER: The Eurocpeans -

MR. SIMMONS: ° Yes, the British - I am sorcy -

the British in partiecular I am talking about.

AXY HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible)
MR. SIMMOYS: Yes, I am talking about the

British., I am quoting directly f£rom a note I made after
taiking to a representative of the Findus group ia
England - Findug - Fei{i-n-d-u-s, I halieve - aad he

particularly s5aid that they were not at all happy -

MR, PECKFORD: The Scandinavians -
MR, SIMMONS: Yes, well, the quote that

I made when I talked ~ I am not sure, I say te the Minilster
from Green Bay, because there are obviously exceptions -~

you knew, and he and I knew that -~

MR. WHITE: Six million pounds from
my -
MR, SIMMONS: HBe and I know that operation

in Little Hay Islands and, vou know, it 15 a meticulous

and well run operation, But I was talking generally and
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¢f thar company that, we believe, will allay the fears of
certain people with raspect to foreign take-over and foreign
investment. Mr., Spesker, when you realize the restrictions
that are being placed on that company by both governments,
federal and provincial, it is difficult zo reconcile some of
the objections that have been vaised to it by people, and

gome people in preminent places. For example, that company
hefore it can operate a plant will have to apply te the
Minister of Figherias in Yewfoundland for a licence Lo aperate.

We issue the licence to oparate the plants, and that licenca,

of course, can be withheld or revoked if the terms and
cenditions under which it has been issued are not being
adhered to by the company. The company Is unable to gperate
one ship - one ship - without firsg of all obtaining a
licence for its oparations from the federal goverament and,
again, that licence can be withheld or, if the terms and
conditiens under which it has been issued are not followed,
then the minisgter has the authority to revoke that licence.
Se, if the company does not live up to Lts expectations or
the conditions under which it was granted permissien to

operate under the Foreign Iavestment Review Agency, wall,

they can be actually put out of business by either of the
two governments, provinelal or federal government. So,
cartainly Lt would not be in their interest to start playing
games with the Yewfoundland fishermen or the Mewfoundland
people or with the province or with the faderal goverunment.
It certainly would not make sense. The propesal does have
some very worthwhile benfirs ag far as we are conceruned

for the province. It willl bring with it, apart from the
catehing capabilicy, three freezer trawlers, worth I suppose
if you were to get them builet today anywhere from $10-15
nillion each, three wetfish trawlers, costing I suppose

anywhere from 5$5-7 miliion and other expertise in the harvesting
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and processing sectors of the dndustry. It will provide
Jobs for 430 people directly in the processing sector, not
to mention the 60 or 80 people that will be employed on the
ships as crawmen and, -of course, in time officers and so on
to gerve on the ship., It will provide means of the inshore
fishermen in that part of the province,Conception - Trinity
Bay area; it will provide for them an outlet for their Efish
during the glut periods and generally speaking, Mr. Speaker,

it will provide a lot of benefies. UYow talking about the -

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible)
MR. W. CARTER: No, the disadvantages. I would like

for the hon., member to point out when he speaks the disadvantages

and I will be glad to react to him.

AN HOW. MEMBER: Do it now?
MR. W. CARTER: Ho, I am speaking now and I have

only a few more minutes left.

AN. HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible).
MR. W. CARTER: The fish to be caught, Hr. Sneaker.

by the ships operated by that company esatimated to be around
15,060 tons will come from the areas where foreizn ships will
normally fish. So. lat 4s assume that in 1979, if that
proposal 1s accepted, let us say, ¥Mr. Speaker, that proposal
were Iin nlace in 19792 and that they were capable of landing
15,000 metric toms of fish inm their ships, all of that would
mean codfish and other groundfish, all that would mean

in effecrt is that the 13,000 tons that they would harvest
that would be landed in this province, proceased by lewfound-
landers for the sake of ¥ewfoundland, for the bepefit of
Newfoundland K that fish would be coming out of the otherwlise
surplus guotas that have been alligcaced to foredign countries.
In other words, in 1978 the total allowable catches, I have
said earlier, are 135,000 tons, 35,000 tans of which have
been given away to foreign countries without any economic
benefit accruing to this province. With the lordsee operaticn
in place all it would mean that we weould still be giving away

15,000 tons =o foreigmers with no acenemlie benefir. We would
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then only have to give away 20,000 tons when, in facec, 15,000
tons aof that would have been landed in this province by that
Yawfoundland company for the benefit of the Hewfoundland people.
In no way wiil that operation intarfere with the inshore
fighery. Surely one is not naive enough to think that these

big ships, ten and twelve miliion dollar ships, and in some
cases even more costly ships, will be operating three or four
miles within land in competition with the inshore f£ishermen.

That, Mr. Speaker,
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MR. KITCHEN: So rather than commeat on all sorts
of {tems, I have decided to restrict my remarks fLo two itenms
only, cne having to do with the necessity of giving
prefarence to Newfoundlanders and Labradorians withim our
prevince. In this respect, I think I would have to agree
with the previous speaker that we have to pay much more
attention to who gets benefits out of the resources aof this
provinee. As I look arpund, I see in governument circles

in operations conducted by this government by the civil

servants, for example, a great many high-palded jobs which
are allocated to people who have no roots in this provinca,
We seem to be bringing people in, paying them very high
wapes while our own people go without work in many caseas,
people who could equally well £111 jobs. I mighe mention,
and T have menticoned here before, that I helisve thar this
province should look at all institutions which receive
government nmoney to see to 1t that they are giving preference
to people who are Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. They
sheould look ar the university: they should look at the civil
gervice: they should look at Yewfoundland and Labrader lydro:
they should look after avery, every pgoverument-aided

institution -

AN HON, MEMBER: Hospitals.
MR, KITCHEN: and not only ~ and hospitals, sood -

and not only government-aided iamstitutioens, any cperatien,

any business which gets'licences from this government or

anything else. e ghould leock at, within reason, Newfoundland-
Labrador preference, including banks, uniens and whataver.

There are far too many high-paid jobs being fi1lled by peaple from
cutside this Province that could equally well be filled by
Hewfoundlanders and Labradorians. Sickening this past fall

tc see how one crown corporation was payiap in cash and in

kind over 5100,000 to a fly-byv-night from another country
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MR, KITCHEY: who, 1f he has not already fled,
will shercly fily, and the quicker the hetter. And at the
same time, to have come in my office and for me to visit
homes 1ia my distriet where people have not got a pair of
shoes to put on without holes In them and men who have not
got a pailr of pants to wear to get out on the street and

loogk fer a job. Now, it is that bad in this province,in

this touwn at this minute -

AN HON. HMEMBER: They are elther rich or poor.
MR. RITCHEN: They are certainly not very rich.
AN HON. MEMBER: No, I did net say that - you arz

aither rich or you ave poor.
MR. RITCHEHN: Yes, you are either rich or you

are poor. right. Aad if you are poor, vou are praobably a

Hewfoundlander.
AN HON. MEMBER: That 1is righet.
MR, KITCHEN: Another thing T observed at these

Hydro hearings having to bear on the same thing has to do
with this practice of consultants which governments and crown
agencies are used to do. They think that in order te get an
opinion they have to bring somebody in from Meontreal
Englneering or some of those people to gilve an opinion.

They have teo bring somebody in from the United States -
Morgan Stanley - they have to bring in all sorts of peculiar
people to tell us what not to do and what to do and either
belleve theilr opinion in any case as it 4is not werth the tinme
we take to listen teo it, ler it alone the money we pay them.
Ar these Hydro hearings, I noted that the Hewfoundland

and Labrador lydro 2veryone of their consultants were
imported into this province and pald $200 a day and expenses
God knows how nuch per day. Mewfoundland Ligh: and Power -
they brought in their consultants from the mainland.

The Public Urilities Baoard broughrt in some of thedr con=

sultants from the mainland: and even the Federation of
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MR. RITCHEN: Municipalities broughc in their
censultants from the mainland. Surely to God, there must
be somebody 4in this province scmewhere whe can give an
opinion on someching. I':hink we should be deing that
instead of Lfmporting these pepple. The tendency is wrong.
And now another wrinkle has been added to this foreign
preference, not local preference, but foreign preferance;
and I refer to what is going on in the public tendering
system in this provinee., I believe that where local con-
struction companies are capable of doing a jeb, they should
get the comtract, anmd that there should be some preference
given them up to a certain limit, They. should 5e able to
zat the contract by bidding a liztle bit higher 1f necessary

for this reasoen, that
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DR, KITCHEN:

a local company with its roots here,pays taxes here. It has
investment in buildings. It has an investment in equipment,
machinery and in people that we need in this Province. 1ts

taxes go to the Province. The .income taxes of its people go to
this Province. It supports tocal charities, local schools. Qutside
companies, I know outside construgtion companies who are getiing
grants, getting contracts from this governmentywho do not as much

as operate a telephone in this Province, who operate out of a
construction shack: Ho personnel living here permanently, no
taxes, no support. And I fail to see why they should be agiven the
same kind of treatment because they camnot do business as cheaply
and neither should they have to because they are making a broader
contribution. I do not see why we should give contracis to people
in New Brunswick when we cannot get contracts in New Brunswick, when
New Brunswick construction companies and other companies are
protected by a4 ten per cent plus contract in New Brunswick. I do
not see why we should give any contracts to Quebec companies where
wa dgre not allowed to tender in the Province of Quebec.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: The Collavino Brothers.

DR. KITCHEN: Hell you mention them. These are people, there

are more than Coilavino. There are cthers, contracts which were lat
recently and which continue to be Tet.

[ am afraid of this Hinds Lake Development. I
would 1ike for the govermment to look at certain points in this.
Is this a dumping operation where a large Ontario company - you know
what dumping is, where a company with manufacturing has its overhead
covered in its own pravince, in its own ferritory, in its own countey
and then it decides that it will make a few extra things which they
will 5211 in another country. They have got their overhead covered,
they have got their managers covered, thay have got it all covered:
A1l they need %o recover is the cost of the direct material that they
are exporting, so conseguently they can export at a cheaper price. [t

is called dumping and there are laws against it in Canada and there are
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DR. KITCHEN:
taws against it im the United States and most any other country.
But dumping of construction contracts, it is the same thing, where
a company is covered and it wants to get a few extra bucks, it does
not have to cover any overhead or a little averhead and so it tanders
at a very low bid in a strange country or a strange province merely
to get & contract and any dollars it gets keep their personnel
employed for a bit Jonger. They do not have to make any profit
at all to be hetter off and i they do happen to make a slignt
profit it is very good.

1 think our tendering system should have built
into it some preference. Now we should not build it in to the point
where our industriss are not competitive. That w6u1d be wrong. I
do not know what the apprepriate figure is. New Brunswick has
ten per cent. Quebec has the doors barred pretty well. I believe
tog that people are teliing me, that there are other reasons, other
more sinister reasons why some companies are working in this Province.
But certainly there should be a jaw, there should be some sort of
an understanding in this Province that our own companies get preference
up to & point and that up to a point will give them the opportunity
to have skills in this Province which we need for the future, that
will enable them to take their part in the Newfoundland and lLabrador
society as any cother business and to have some measure of fair play.

We have to keep a strong construction industry in place.

MR. W. ROWE: They say they have ten per cent.
OR. KITCHEN: Well if they have ten per cent there are a large number

of companies in this Province who hava not heard tell of it yet.

Another point I want to make -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:

MR, PECKFORD: Na, no.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

OR. KITCHEN: The other point | want to make besides this preference

rather than the elimination of local talent and the elimination of local
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DR, KITCHEN:
companies, the punishing of local companies, is the guestion of
housing. [ want to have a few remarks now an this whole question
of a very serious matter that is in this Province and which I
noticed has not been mentioned ance in this budget. Not once in
the Budget Speech has the question of housing been mentioned and
this 1s a most sarious question.

I have travelled this Province from one end to
the other and I represent a district in this city. And throughout
this Province there are many fine houses. There are many people who
have great pride in keeping their houses up and who have the skills to

keep them up. But there are also people who are unable to keep their
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MR. ERITLHEM:

falling down - the sills were falling out from under the
house. The inspector from the Department of Soccial Services
went around, "Nothing wrong with. your house, my dear, laook™;
felt up under the sills: '"Yumber one, nunber one’'. She had

a little more sense than the inspector and she got a few
friends of hers in and she could see very well that the floor
was sagging. That we appealed: we appealed that to the
Social Assistance Appeals Board and the board,they acrually

crawled up under the house, two of the members of the board

crawled up under the housa and saw that the sills were votting,
as I saw., and as anyone could see,and the case was corrected,.
Jut had she not phoned me or any of the other members if it
happened in some other part, she would still be in that
situazion., I do not want to blame any civil servant: evarvbody
. does the best he c¢an, but I am saying that we do have in

this city and ip this province some very serious housing
* problems. Now, a word on subsidized housing,
In this city we have a number of subsidized housing areas.
We have some which are quite good, in my opinien, but 1 want
to comment on the location of some of the others that are

w% going up. Remember. subsidized housing 1is for people who

are, genertally speaking, people who have less money than

most evervhady else: that is why they are living in subsidized
housinp. That is why they need government assistance to

pay the rent. A number of these new units going un in

this ciny are built in remote areas, far from schools, far
from churches, far from supermarkets. Yow, how in the wvorld
are the people withont cars noing to nake use of thess

things very esasily.

AM HOUW. HIMBER. Where are the latest ones going?
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MR. XTTCHEMN: Well, some are golng way 1ia in the
west eand and some are zoing up in the Hunt's Lapme area and
they are zoing up in on dew Pennywell Road and very often they
are not close to schools and very often they are not close

te other things. I believe, and I do not know who to blane
fer this, I do not rteally mind abour allocating blame, what

I would like to see is subsidized housing built and constructad
in areas where 1t f{s converisnr, where there are things

nearby se that people who do not have cars or cars that de

ngt work all the time can walk or where bug service is
adequate or vhatever, It 18 aot enought just to call

tenders and stick up some buildings. It has to be planned

and the eity or municipality has to be involved in the whole
planning process and sc have the school boards and so have
everyhody else. It has to be 4 planned thing rather chan
something else, and I believe that there has to be more
consideration given to the locartion of some of these subsidized
housiang areas hecause many pecople, while they like the unit,
the beautiful units in some cases, they Jjust caunot avail
themselves of them because they are not convanient for living.
I might mention that one of the most popular areas is the
Buckmaster s Circle area. 'any people in my distriet would
like to meove inte that area because it 1s convenient. It i35
convenient and it is, generally speaking, a very good family
atmosphere thevre for many people. One of the problems that the
people there raise thas to do with recreation and I helieve

it is a geood, straight-forward thing., There is there this
gsreat Buckmaster's driil hall which kas haan converted co a
resreaticn centre by the eity, but it is not for the use of
the people of the area. It ls open to anyone in the city

whe has the price to hire it largely, and it is 4 common
complaint cf people there that they should have some re.
creation area nearby, particularly that one, where their
voungsters can plav and where they can do what they want

to do and should be deing. I believe that when housing is
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MR. HITCHEN: talked abkout, not only schools and
churches should be involved, but so should recreatien, the
recreation of youngsters, particularly for people who have

low incomes and very often do not have adequate transportation.
e have to provide more than iust - we have to think Yeyond
just shelter; we have to think beyond shelter, and in areas
wherae people have thought beyond shelter, things are very gpood.
Another coemplaint that people make in that area has to do

with the way in which the rent is calculated ~ you pay on the
basis of last year's income. And 1if you are lucky ensough to
have a few hours overtime this vear, brother, vou will pay
extra rant next year. It dees not make- sense because wsvertime
is not something that is regular: overtime L3 sometfiing that

is very cften this year but not next year, and the vear you
pay it the higher rent may very well be the ysar you do not

zet any overtime. That Is a minor complaint but it 145 a

common complaint frem people that I talk to all the time.
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DR, KITCHEN:

I beiieve too - I do not know;perhaps I will have to do this or
try to encourage it - but [ believe that the Tenants'Associatien
should be ancouraged so that people can talk back to the landiord on
egual terms.

I want to comment on the St. John's Housing Authority.
Not on the civil servants who are there,because I find that the people
who work there are very good. They are very cordial and they do the
best they can under the circumstances and [ think they are great.
But I do not think I like this very much,this business of having
the St, John's Housing Authority, a board completely independant,
virtually independant of any government. They are 1ike so many things
that are happening these days where you give respoﬁsibi1ity to some
group and put it off to get it rid of palitical interference. And
all that means is that they do not give a damn about what they are
doing, And that is what bothers me about it. They are not accountable
to anybody.

I wrote a letter to the chairman. dJust let me
read to you from it concerning one person who was having a bit of
trouble. This is what { got back. 1 will not read the whole thing
because it will take too long. "I should first of all make the
absarvaticn that we are always quite happy to have a representation
made in behalf of an applicant. The beard is quite anxious that
every aspect of an applicant's present accommodation and other
circumstances be taken into account in establishing both the points
score and any exceptional circumstances which may Jjustify a decision
ong way or the other where two applicants are on the road to the
even footing from the points score standpoint,

"1 should alsc assure you that both the board and
the officials will not yield to political pressure or persuasion.
The point score system is in use in many parts of {anada as an
accurate and impartial assessment of an applicant's needs for
public housing based upon the quality of their existing habitation

and its suitability to their neads,” and so on. In cther words,
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go to hell.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Who was the chairman at the time?
DR. KITCHEN:

The Chairman of that, the man who wrote the letter,
is named Paul Johnson.

I am not commenting on the individual.
1 am commenting on the nature of an {nstitution which takes out of

the political realm, cut of accountability to the people and pokes
it to a board who operate on a point system.
pointsJ

you deal with people.

You do not deal with

And if your point system is not
correct - supposing there is a person who is not covered by the point
system, asthmatic chiidren, things gof that nature.

about people iike that? There has to be a way by yhich the minister -
MR. MURPHY:

What do you do
Which board?
OR. KITCHEN: That s the St. John's Housing Authority.
which the minister -
MR, MURPHY:

By
BR. KITCHEN:

The Authority now, not the Corporation?
No, no, the Authority.

By which the minister can
interfer, politically interfer because that is what he is there for.

system is not adequate.

He should be able to politically interfer and say in this particular
case we are going to throw out this point system because the points

We have to have some protection from people
who are hiding behind rules and requlations and that person is the
palitician.

I would rather have political vatronage from a politician

than from a civil servant and believe you we there is political patronage

politicians.

in this Province by civil servants, much more so - I will not say
much more so but oftsn much more so than by people who are called

MR. HICKMAN: Was the hon. gentleman talking about the federal
minister?
OR. KITCHEN: No.l did not really.
MR. HICKMAN:
DR. KITCHEN:

I mean, it is the minister in Ottawa, is it not?
MR. HICKMAN:

Mo, it is the minister here.
Is it?
BR. KITCHEN:

Yesywell it i3 both federal and provincial.

This is

8659



i

vy

g

Mgt

June 1, 1978 Tape 3845 IB-3

the problem. This is an authority which is half orovincial and
half federal and this is why I am not blaming the minister. If is
a wrong way to do it. It is a joint thing which means he is not
responsibie to this minister or to that minister in Ottawa. He is

not rasponsible to anybody axcept to his own conscience | presume.

MR. MURPHY: Who makes the Authority responsible?

OR. KITCHEN: Well,I am not saying they are irresponsible. [ am
just saying that there is no way that the poorly treated tenants

can get at somebody to correct the sityation. And tfhat is happening.
It is happening in Mewfoundland and Labrador Hydro. It is happening
in all these Crown and semi Crown corporations where the politicans
who is responsibie -« gosh if you do not do & geood jub for your
constituents they Flick you out and that is the way it should be.

IT you do not do a gopd job in the St. John's Housing Authority they
should be flicked out too but who is going to flick them aut. Is
this man going to Flick them out? Is that man up there going to
flick them out? This is the whole point. And I am not commenting
on this particular thing except to say ! use this oniy to indicate
that they are very proud of being free from the politicians and I
think they should nat be proud of that at all and neither should we
because there is no way to get at an injustice except through the

paliticians.

MR. HICKMAN: I have on occasion some peopie who ask me to

recommend them ta Crown cnrporations,federa1-prov1ncia3, for

a recommendation, They would be better off without a recommendation
from anyone in politics.

OR. KITCHEN: Right.

MR. ROBERTS: A1l we do is pay the bills.

MR, HICKMAN: Yes, that is right.

MR. ROBERTS: And answer.

MR, HICKMAN: That is right.

MR. MURPHY: What [ am trying to say is we lash it out.
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MR, HICKMAN:
MR. ROBERTS:
MR. HICKMAN:
MR. ROBERTS:
MR. HICKMAN:

Tape 3845 18-4

That is right.
And we answer.
That is right.
And so we should, we were slected.

There was a court action the hon. member wil) recall

when Mr. Diefenbaker was Prime Minister and Mr. Smailwood was Premier

agver that $t. John's Housing Authority and the right to appoint

members.
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HR. KITCHEYN: I do anor know whar has to be done
here kut it frightens me, 1t 1is realily scary the number of
fires that take place in this city and when you realfze that
so many houses are joined together and se many of them are
inadequately protected. Perhaps we will have te nake some
law in this House or toughen up our laws so thart peopla_can
live in houses which are relatively safe, and there are a

lot of people in thias city, and possibly orther places, but

certainecly inm this city because I have been in a lot of houses

that are not flre-safe, far from 1it, and T do not heliave
that anyone should be -~ I think the legislature can correct
that through legislation which is enforced to some exrent,
to sonme extent. We cannot allow fire traps to cantinue to
exist and people to die, particularly poor people who have
to live, usually have to live Iin these places. Mr. Speaker,
T believe that there 1s a great deal that has to be done

in the area of housing io this province. One of the things
that we have to do, and it has not been done, 1s to get an
iaventory of the housing in thils province from one end of
her to the other. What are people living in?7 What are thevy
Iiving in? What is it iike? Let us classify 1t, categorize
and see what people are living in. See how many thousand
houses we need that are - that should not bae inhabited by
people. How many houses are fine houses but they are no
good for modern living. Yeople do not live now like they
did a hundred years ago and houses which were good a hundred
years apgo are not acceptable to people new. Nelther should
they be because 1life has changed.

i HOH. MEMBER: They were not good then; they are

o

not gooed now,

HR. ZITCHEND. Thete are some that were never anv
good, right; but lifestyles have changed too,

and nerhaps the houses are obsolete as well, aespecially 1f

they are a handred years old there in many casss. T believe
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MR, KRITCHEY: we should have an inventory from one
end of the province to the other of the housing. We should
have an inventory of how they are heated:; how they are
insulated. We should have an inventory of -safety to .

see what the safety hazards are, what needs to be done,

I do not believe this would be very expensive ta canduct,

it has to be thorough, but it is not going te cost very many
hundreds of theousands cf dellars to have a comprehensive
housing inventory so that we will know what our housing
stock is like in this prevince. When we know what the
housing stock 1g like then we can see what has teo he done

to improve 1it, both for the present and for the future.

We can have fair praojections of what may take place in the
future as good as we can and we should project that. Unless
we have some aort of inventory, some comprehensive ilanventory,
a0 housing policy can be buillt on anything excest on whim
and self-incerest gzeeking. I believe we should have that
inventory and it should be taken seon. I believe then

that if we had that inventory, I asked the Yewfoundland
Hydro pecple that "Did you do an inventory of housing?”,
because electric heat is there: they are ia the business

af providing electriclty and one of the big means of

heating is electricity and 1f we pet Lower Churchill power
into this part af the province and throughout Labrador,

then 1t 1s possible that slectric heat will become onece
again aconcemiceal for many people. We have to look at our
housing stoek and see how we can heat the houses, but
Jewfoundland and Labrador Hydre had no nlans to conduct

any Ilaventory of housing, had no plans to leok ar fasulation,
had no plans to do anything like that. So, they do not have
a policy and are not intending to have 1t; maybe they are

not the agency. Parhaps it is the Minister of Hunicipal
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MR, KITCHEN: Affairs and Housing, his dejartment,

who should conduct that survey., It 1is not just a survey of
the condition of the houses, it 135 a survey too of the whele
problem of heating. What do medern families wang in rural
areas? What do modern famlliies need in the city? What
other alternative sources of heat are there? that aveas of
the provinece can very wall be heated by wood-firing and
what others can he heated by 0il? What absut rhe electric
heat prospects? I think once we get the inventory of
housing and the inventory of the heating problem, then

we will be a long ways away, thean we will be far alongm

the road to developing an adequate housing policy. But as

it is now, the housing pellcy of the
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DR. HUBERT KITCHEN:

orovineial government and the federal government, as it applies to this
province, leaves a great deal fo be desdred.

A couple of other points I would like to
make and one concerns people who are on social assistance. There are
a great many people in this province who are om social assistance and
I suppose we have to expect that with the unemployment rates that we
have at the preseat time, Unemployment is very seriocus in the province
and while we have people wio can not work, because there is no work to
do, we are going to have people on social assistance and daily, brought
te my attention are some terrible examples of what human beings are
reduced te in order to live in this province. I do anot know precisely
what #as to be done. I raise the problem that for many people the
allowances that they are receiving by way of social agsistance is far
too little for them to exist on. People who have nething left te heat
and nothing left to eat in many cases, old people who if they are sick
and have to buy drugs, and many do many diebitics have fa do that,
many people with asthma have heavy drug bills and if their only income
is social assistance or an old age pension then they can not eat, heat
their houses and at the same time buy their drugs. It is a pretuy
serious situation for many, many pecple in this province and I would
like the budget to have dealt with this problem on a speeific basis. I
believe that the Miniszer of Social Services ({(Mr, Brett) should have
mcre power, more flelxibility and his staff should have more flemibility
50 that they can or someone can, They are not bound by the regulations.
Almpst dally T phone some welfare officer Iin the city of 5t, John's
to try to get them to bend a listle bit, somebody desperately needs this
and somebody needs that and they do. 1 do not phonme for old nonsense
we phone only after we investigate a case, not investigate, go visit a

persont. That 1s a terribla term go and investigate a case, we go and

85668



3+

June 1, 1878 Tape Ho. 3848 W -

OR, HUBERT KITCHEN: vigit the person, we talk to chem and

realize that there is z real serious problem. JNow that the churches
have pulled out of the welfare field almost completly there is not

too mueh other source for a poor person to Turm to except the government.
I baliieve that in deserving cases, the Hinister of Social Services

(¥r. Bratt) and some of his top officilals should have leway to move

in there and do what has to be dome. There really no reason why any-
one in this province should have to go without a pair of shoes. There
is no reason why any person in this province should have their youngster
gitting arcound the table in thelr overcsats trying to do their home-
work, that is unnecessary in this province, Put the taxes up, put the
income taxes up 1f necessary, take it from us all, reduce our salaries
down to their's but for gosh sakes let us not allow paoole to £0
hungey, to go witheut drugs, to die. I 4now a woman whe died the

other day because she did not get enough drugs because she could not
afford to buy them. I suppose I should not say I know that is why she
died, that 18 net what the medical people would say, but I believe that
is why she died because she could not afford toe buy the drugs sie
needed, I know that drugs are subsidized for people on welfare but

if you do not gquite wmake the welfare liscs thien you are out and some
people can not do it. I do not balieve there 1s any need for that and
I believe that the Miniscer of Social Services (Mr. Brett) and some

of his officials - it should not even be nacessary to have to go to tle
minister, that high up, to get a pair of shoes for somebody, I have
been trying for the past three days to try and get the minister to

get & palr of shoes to some fellow and they say you can act do it,

you can not break the rules, I think they should break the rules. I
would break the rules if I were in there. I guarantee you siv, if
semeone came $o me and wanted a palr of shoes, be would have them, I

do not care what would happen, Auditor Gemeral or no Auditor General,
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DR, HUBERT KITCHEN: he would get the shoes. That is what

as to be done in this provimee. We are not there to serve the law,

we are there to sarve
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DR. HUBERT KITCHEN:

the people, that is what wae are there for. Thers is no other reascn

for this House to be open except to represent the people that we are

here to represent. There i{s no other reascn for govermment. It is

ot a bookeeping job., I am not nearly as uptight abour this appropriation
of government funds as some people are on this side, It doea not

bother me very much as long as it does not go inte the pocket of a

person, It doss not bother me very much if it is done in a worthy

cause, parhaps it should be done on a worthy cause and then defend it,

You have to defend it, you caonct go doing it holus-bolus,break the

rules but when you do you should be able to say, "fes, I did Lt.
Wouldn't you do L1t under the same circumstances?" “Yes, Loy, go and

do it again, we changed the rules on that." That is what has £o be

done. We have to respect the law but we have not got to snshrine it.
This is what has happened, I believe, in this administration in too
many cases. Perhaps it has happened in other administrations too, but
it certainly is bappening in this one. It is certainly happening in
Social Services amd it {s certainly happening in the St. John's Housiﬁg
Authority and it is happening in many other areas as well. We have to
remember who we are and who we ars serving.

One of the problems of housing that

I neglected to mention and I should have mentloned, because 1t a very

'
i
i

5

serious one, has to do with the pentioner. I have a loc of punsioners
in the area that I represent, people who built their houses and they are
good, well comstructed houses, the husband built it or had iz builct,
probably built most of it himself and moved in from wherever he moved
in, from 5t, John's or wheraver they were from. An awful lot of people

from outside St. John's in the discrict that I represent, have moved
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DR. HUBERT KITCHEY: in and have been there cwenty, thirty,

or forty years and they built theilr houses, lovely houses, as you go
around and look at the doors they are all nice and different, but the
man dies, there is one pension coming in and here she is, the children
are gone away and here she iz in the house, a aice house, with one
pension trying to maintain this house. She has an alternative; she can
close down the house and say,'T -sill go to an old age home, I will po

on the government and go in an old age home)' She will cost the
govermzent several thousand dollars which the goveramens will gladly

pay but they will not give her a copper to live in that house and
malntain her life and her pride and her dignicy and to have people to
come and o wmaiatain this house. I believe that there should be more
flexibiliry in chat respect tpo, in the way thar old people sre looked
after, That brings up a whole series of questions, How are we golng to
handle this question of accomodation for old people? A lot of old people
whom 1 know now want to move into subsidized housing, they do not really
want to, they would rather live where they are but they cannot so they
try to get where it is subsidized. The problem is the cost to government.
As the years go by, as the population gets clder, and ir will get older
in this province, the government will Le forced to pay to subsidize move
and more the housing of older people. It will become a very great bur-
den in this province and I do not kpnow how we are going to handle iz,
You will not have to bat we will, I guess, we will have to handle that,
ry colleagues on this side, I suppose.

MR. HICKMAN: ‘that 43 why we are iato your laps

right now,

OR. HUBERT KITCHEN: : Whenever,
ML, HICKMAN: There will be about twenty percent of

the Canadian population supperting the other eighty percent.
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MR, RIDEQUT: There will be close to one thlrd just
after the year 2000 in Newfoundiand,

DR. KITCHEN: How are ve going to handle this? I
think we have to explore other uaﬁs of doing ir and I believe this
moderate subsidy to the old age pensioner for housing wmight be better
than sticking him in a two thousand or what ever it is. Now then if
the person gets sick, you can be sick and still live in your own house,
but supposing you get sick and have to move into a place where you have
to have hospital care or nursing care, it is going to cost that much
mcre, So thisg whole question of housing is related to age, health

and many more things. Mr, Speaker, I believe we should spend a great
deal of time, in the years ahead, and in the days ah;ad atd much more
time than the government a8 at this time on this whole area of

incusing. Thank you.
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy.
MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to add a few comments
to the debate on the budget which T think should he made before we
are all finished with it and have passed all the dollars and cents
that are in the budget. Before [ get into the main point of what
I want to say, Mr, Speaker, [ should like to address myself to a
matter that was brought up by the member to some degrse, the last
speaker, the member for St. Jehn's West (Dr. Kitchen) and by other
people in this House over the last number of years and it is being
addressed very often now by commentators across this country and
it relates to the proliferation of the bureaucracy especially through
Crown corporations and corporations in general, There is a strong
feeling both in Ottawa and in many of the provinces now that the
Crown corparation route and the protiferation of the bureaucracy has
become so great, it has such a strangle hold on a lot of the system
that it is counterproductive and it is not realtly doing the country
any good.

I was reading this evening somewhere,and | was
Just trying to find it.,about the increase in the public service
in Canada relative to the percentage increases in other industrialized
countries in the world. [ think Canada now matches with Britian and
West Germany,is way below and France and Italy and the United States.
But Canada fn the last ten years or so has succeeded in mushrooming
its bureaucracy to such a degree that it is just totally unbelievable
and incredible, absolutely incredibie. Where ! think I can best
illustrate clearly is anybody goes to Ottawa on & federal-provincial
canfarence nowwor has in the last several yearsswill soon realize
that there is a2 - I do not know what they call it up there now.
an intergovernmental secretariate or something of that sort. |
asgked two years ago when there were 680 to 750 people working in

this intergovernmental secretariate -

AN HON. MEMBER: Employed.
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MR, PECKFQRD: Employed. 1 used the word working very loosely.

I think the gentleman who is head of that secretariate now is a
fellow by the name of Davis.

MR. HICKMAN: Henry Davis.

MR. PECKFORD: Henry Davis.

MR. ROBERTS: Do they wear purple coats?

MR. PECKFORD:  Yes, all kinds, not only purple ones. You name

the colour.

MR. NEARY: They asked Joey one time how many people were working
in Confederation Building and he said one.

MR. PECKFORD: Me, is that what he said? If hon. gentlemen remembar
recently there have been a number of documents oroduced by the
federal government as it relates not only the proliferation of Crown
corporations and the proliferation of the public service and whether
we are really getting good worth for our dollar as it relates to the
numbers but alse the whole role of Crown corporations. And there
is & recent document out which [ commend to hon. gentlemen on this
whole question of Crown corporations, their direction, control and
accountability.

MR, ROBERTS: It is probably marked confidential, s it?

MR. PECKFORD: No, I think it was published by the fTederal
government.

MR. ROBERTS: It is probably stili marked confidential.

MR. PECKFORD: in which it tries, the federal government tries

to address tself to - they are into now three or four different
kinds of Crown corporations and three or four kinds of rules to
deal with all those different Crown corparations. I cannot

help but agree in a general way with the whole idea that it looks
a5 1f we have mushroomed our public services to too great a degree,
that there is proliferation of corporations and agencies and so on.
I mean tha St. John's Housing Authority and others are indicative
of the system where a ¢itizen has real difficuity or a member for

that matter getting to having action taken on a pretty serious
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MR, PECKFORD:

listen to CBC Radic this evening when the CBC Radic at seven c'clock

MR. SIMRONS: Radio or talevision?
MR. PECKFORD: The CBC Radio at seven o'clock. Well,

I beg to disagree.

MR, SIMMONS: 4 lot of gentlewmen did not hear it,
MR, PECKFORD: Well 1f the honorable gentlemen did not

listen to CBC Radioc he missed something and I am going te tell him abour
it. They had on a gentleman by the name of Jeff Caruthers, who i3 2
freelancer on the energy scene {n Canada, and they were asldng him
questions about the latest dispute between Ontaric and Quebec as it
relates to heavy water plants and the financing of héavy water plants.
His analysis of the energy scene in Canada were A.E.C.L. Crowm Corporation
and {ts = overall and total committment to nuclaar energy and how every-
body in Octawa, who is anybody, is so committad toward nuclear option and
now we find curselves in a position where we have more heavy water then
we have reactors to use it and the federal government fimancing on one
nand heavy water plants in Guebec and not finanecing them in Cutario.

Now Ontario has found out and is mad they did not get the same financing
package which has been avallable now to Quebec. 8o you see the A.E.C.L.
and the rols that these powerful crown corporations are playing in ecur
society and that they can determine really, because they are so large

and because they are so persuasive and the bureaucracy in the ceorporation
alone is so built up that it can overpower a government and force a
government into a policy which L3 not necessarily the best policy for

the country. It happens all the time and 1t lives off itself, the
uranium industry, the mining industry, for the sake of creating jobs in
some parts of the country and it is just unbelieveabie what nhappens.

Hew Brunswick now has 1ts nuclear plant going ahead and all the rest

of 1¢. TIr really causes all kinds of problems for the country and for
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MR. PECKFORD: governments. As I say.the problem is
that very ofter, and we see it now on the nuclear side in Canada, we are
in a poaition where we have too much supply of heavy water, where the
policy enunciated by mcrown corporation overpowered or was able to run
rampant for a awmber of vears and now we find a situacion in our country
witieh 1s not at all healthy., At the same time it discourages,because

it is a national policy and by its very nature does not totally reflect
local preferences and local developments, Newfoundland and Labrader

gets overpowersed and it is crying in the wilderness almost for some
senlity in developing hydro power first. Where does ilydro Power New-
foundland then enter the pleture inco this Canadian poliey which

because of its nature because of the nature of Canada, because of
central government rele, because of a federal crown corperation, can
overpower us, and bas in the last number of years overpowered us to the
extent that there is a strong - if anybody in Ottawa helieves in additional
power development they only believe it and was even articulated by our
member in the federal cabinet for it all fo go west, that that might be
the best way for it to happen. Ewven if they think about Lower Chuzchill
and Gull Island and other power developments it is only im light of
feeding the Induscrial heartland of Canada, Lf they think about it at
all., Here is Quebec on the nuclear side saying Lf you really want to go
ahead and build a heavy water plant, then be our guests, but you are
going to have to give us some money to build it, Se Quebec is the
Leneficiary and recipiant again of additional federal money over and
above what was given to Ontario. The power of corporations in this
country 1s absolutely fantastic and then it breeds upon itself,
absolutely no question about it, The cost and the environmental pro-
blems and all the rest that are assoclated with it become secondary,
very secondary. Sc what the honorable member from St, John's Test

{Dr. Kitchen) and others were talking about for the past several weeks
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MR, PECKFORD: about crewn coyporations and so.on, I
have a failr g-ount of sympathy with them, I zhink #t is something the
governments really have to adress themselves to.

Hr; Speakar to get on paiﬁts more ral-
avent te this particular budget that was brouziut down some time ago by
tha Minister of Filnance (Mr. Hickman), my coleague, Let me first
of all deal with the lusue of employment or unemployment in this
province. The whole question of wemployment or employment, as people

like to call some of their departments now,
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MR. PECKFORD:

is one that permeates all of the Western World and of course all

of the world for that matter. It is a problem that all governments
have at whatever level and Newfoundland has had it since day ane.

I suppose the only time we had an unemp!n}ment rate below three ar
four per cent was back in the very early days when sverybody was
fishing and that was only seasonal then I suppose. But in any case
it has been a part of our system for a long, long time and most
economists have come to agree that the question now is just one of
degree and not one of kind. There is no such thing as total employment
almost except in places 1ike New Zealand and a few others where they
say they have it. But economists usually use figpres now. If you
have a four or five per cent unemployment rate you have for ail
intents and purposes in modern society no unempioyment. [ mean this
is the way they are talking. [t is all relative. It 1; all a matter
of degree.

Of course gur problem is that we are so far above
what 1s the national average which runs now around seven and eight
per cent unemployment and we are up around fiftesn and seventeen and
it even hits twenty per cent on a provincial average, and in many
parts of the Province much, much higher. Of course the other factor
and variable that comes in there is the busiress of the nature of a
Frovince or of a region which will therefore dictate the kind of
employment opportunities and the kind of jobs that are there. Fishing
is such a major part of our economy that by definition we must have
pesple unemployed in the fishing industry because you cannct get out
all the year around, It is a seasonmal occupation. It is a seasonal
jab .

So you have a tot of factors that go in to make
up the whole unemployment picture in this Province. Then it is
incumbent and it has become a common attitude by most people in the
Western World and especially in Canada, more so in Canada than the

United States, much in Britian as well, a governmental responsibility
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MR, PECKFORD:

not only to create the environment to ailow private investors to

invest to the degree that you will reduce your unemployment but to do

it also directly to enter the market place directly, And we have as

most people say now, a sort of hﬁif and half kind of system whare

we are not totally capitalist orientated nor. are we totally socialist
orientated. We have a bit of both., We have the best or worst of

both worlds if you will as it relates to how we do it and so thersfore

it is incumbent not oniy upon the national government who because of their
fiscal powers have the major responsibiiity for creating jobs in this

country but it has become a natural and a common attitude by every

citizen that the government must do something, that the provincial
government must do something and in many cases the municipal government,
the larger ones must do something to bring down unemployment, %o creat
more jobs and that the government must get involved directly into the
economy. Not only must they create the right enviromment ta allow

- private invesiment but at the same time do something themselves.

They even come to the point where many commentators are even
suggesting, you know, desperation measures, very short term things

to get peopie off the unemployment roles or off the unemployment
insurance rolls or off the welfare rolls into some kind of "productive"
employment for a short period of time o try to getf them back into

the work farce.

Very often these things backfire and it is not to
the best interests of the economy in the long term but it is
o, fncumbent upon governments to do that very often, And we have become
very social orientated. A community in Newfoundland now feeils
awrully good if they have a water system coming or a water and
sewer system coming because the boys can stay home now ard work con
that project for a year. Once again a lot of it is social orientated
which is not good for a lot of areas because then local iniative
is hurt because of it very often, that people who would invest a
few dollars and try to start seme kind of lecal industry to empioy

ten or fifteen people very often do not bacause they cannot really
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MR, PECKFORD:
compete with the water and sewer system that is going through
by the contractor or whatever. But it is becoming incumbent upon
goverrment.

Sa it is part.of our way af 1ife heré in
Newfoundland now that governments must invest heavily to create
Jabs through primarily sociai programmes. And of course thi$
government as well as previous governmenis and governments to come
will continue to do that. [ would Tike to think that as this budget
sort of points out to iry to orientate curselves away from as much
as we can, that kind of an approach and morg into the rural development
type of approach, more to stimulating proper programmes for fishery
development and bring about job creation, the core of job creation
through stimulating the economy and allowing the private sector to
get in there and do its work.

On the social side, you know, this year, Mr. Speaker,
the highways budget in this Province, all things considered -0ree,

Trans-Canada and our own provincial funds - fs 2 massive
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HR., PECKFORD:

injection of money inte the economy this vear. I heard

talk ahout well over 560 million into Trana-Canada Pighvay
improvements, inte the DREE roads, Burgec road alone 1is

around $4 million - 54 million alone.

AN HOY. UEMBER: {(Inaudible).
HR., PELKFORD: Yes, federall?l Much better faderal

member than I have in my area and T got two.

. AN HON. MEMBIR: How, now.
AN HON. MEMBER: I gat three.
-f“@ HR. PECKFORD: I got a raal good federal member,

dr. 3peaker, I got a real good faderal member, the member

for Gander-Twillingate, and I have a very mediocre member,

and that is the member for Grand Falls-YWhite Bay-Labrador -~

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible}
HR.PECKFORD: but the member for -
AN HON. MENMBER. (Inaudible)
&( MR, SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR, PECHFORXD- the meaber for Gander-Twillingate is
a very, very tard worker and gets the jeb done. Sometimes T

even wonder, Mr. Speaker, but how, but that Is another guestion

that we will ger into some other time. Jut we are spending

4 let of money on highway construction, reconstruction, of
paving and so on. This will provide jobs over a fairly long
periad of time, especially as it relates to the Trans fanada
liighway Agreement and the three years thar will be ongolng.
We must try, even thouph this is necessary and must foro
part of the soelal infrastructure of our province, we must
orjentate ourselves and it i3 a difficult adjustment, ’ir.
Speaker; this government here recognizes that, where in the
last two or three budgets we have taken some pretty
stringenrt decisicns, medsures to try to reorient the

government away from shart-term, quilek-money sceial programs
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¥R. PECHFO®D: which are scill pneeded and there

must always be a high percentage thers because our facilirties
are so much less both on housing, water and sewer and roads
and so on as they are in ocher parts of Capmada. Bur after
saying that and trying to give the balance here that any
other measures besides those basic social ones which wae ausc
provide as governments, that outside of that the rest of
government's time must be spent stimulating the economy
indirectly by creating the vight policy, by wroviding the
right programs, but letting the private sector go in and

de the werk, That is why I was extremely happy and pleasead
with the Minister of Fisheries' announcement this present
spring as it relates to financing of more processing
facilities in this province for both the small entrepreneur
and the larger company, both of which he announced since
this Mouse is open; and that will mean a majer thing for
goverument tao guarantee the finanecing but not getting in
there directly. We are all after saving. T have saild since
I got up, this proliferation of crown corporations and

the public servants is not a way to solve unemployment,

15 not a way to increase productiviry, Iis not a way to
develop your wealth. It is a way to develon sometimes

some human resources to a vary comfortable existence until
they are old enough to retire, But after you commit
yourself as you must to the social things which goverament
has to do, like your - I am talking abour your social
agssistance and your housing which must be a part of it

and your munieipal works and other publie works that you
have to de and your highways, the thrust towards solving
anemployment must remain in the private sector and
government's job 1is to create that kind of climate.

flow, in the Newfoundland situation, we have heen, and

this i3 our dilemma so0 often, so fiscally strapped that

5684



Gt

Rt

%
3

June 1, 1278 Tape 3853 o3

MR, PECEFORD: that the flaxihility has not been

there to areate the kind of climate to allow the kind of
investment and security to investors that they need to sat
on with the job: 2nd we have got to turn that around.

Mr. Speaker, 1f anybody ever thinks that we can start
spending money and creating environment with something
cther than the f£ishery as our primary resocurce development,
he had better leave the province now bacause the fishery
will always be the major economic development lever that
can be used to create }jobs and create new dollars and to
properly stimulate the Newfoundland economy. Thers 1s no
sther gingle resource in this province that is so impertant

as the =~

5685



e

ey

June 1, 1978 Tape 3854 iB-1
MR. PECKFORD:

fishery. It is both the short term, long term and whatever for

the Province and that must aiways be the foundation of any economy
strategy. Hense the ongoing increases in programmes tEat this
administration has announced for the fishery have significantly
changed the face of rural Newfoundland along with its other emphasis
on rural development in any case and the two go hand in hand. It
has significantly changed it. And it will not be seen in the short
term again. It is a more long term thing. Fogo fsland was almost
written off three or four years ago and now it is back stronger than
ever and will continue se in my view based on the Fishery.

Then we buiid, Mr, Speaker, after that for our
employment strategy, and as the budget points out, on the fishery,
We build on that not with that, not along side of that but on it
which then recognizes the primary importance of the fishery. On
top of the fishery go the other programmes and strategies and policies
that a government develops, that this govermment or a provincial
government must develop, on top of it, after the fishery policy is
in place in other words. That is what [ am saying. Op top of it
gees. Then you start locking at your other resources and your
forestry resources and maintaining it at a high level and your
mining resources which the budget points out is about thirty-two or
thirty-four per cent of the gross provincial product.

The mining industry of this Province contributes
more towards the gross provincfal product than any other single
rasource but -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Imaudibie}

MR. PECKFORD: I know it is misleading in the sense that there are
many other factors to take into consideration there but on top of
the fishery goes your forestry, goes your mining which will be up
and down and so on. Mines will close down and mines will open and
s0 on. And your smail agricultural industry. And, !'r. Speaker, we

cannot afford to waste money on the agricultural industry. We must
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MR, PECKFORD:

concentrate the monies we spend and spend we must and programmes
to deveiop on agriculture in those areas that have the potential.
Hot everywhere. You cannot have farmers all over this Province,
cormercial farmers.  You are going to be wasting the taxpavers
money,  You have got to identify land that is suitable for
agriculture, suitable for growing particular crops and grow those
crops and stimulate it that way. B8ut not to every Tom, Dick and
Harry ali over the Province where agriculture can never be hardly
anything, I think that is one of the mistakes that have been
made over the years, that very often we have had a provincial
argicultural sort of policy on spending money when there are only
three or four areas of the Province that really can get into it
and develop. And we should really encourage those people because
they are going to be the farmers. They are the ones who have the
acreage. They are the ones who can be bona fide farmers. That is
where most of our money should go on the argicultural side.

Then whatever 2lse will come, Mr. Speaker,two
other major things, one of dramatic importance that can change
the face of Newfoundland and give us the fiscal flexibitity is the
offshore oil and gas potential and additicnal hydro power development.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to say here on the hydro side first that
the member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen} in his short address
ta the legislature this evening made a statement which to me is
indicative of an attitude which has got to change in this Province,
that is the hon. gentleman said and I will just try to reflect
truly what he said, that perhaps when Gull Island power comes on
electric heat and electricity in this Province can be used again
for heating because it is going to be more than competative.

AN HON. MEMBER: That is a widespread attitude.

MR. PECKFORD: That is a widespread attitude., It should be true

but it is not true.

MR, FLIGHT: That is an awful switch around for you fellows,

is it not?
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MR. PECKFORD: But it is not true.
MR. SPEAKER: Grder, please!
MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, can I just speak in siience. [ am not
throwing barbs at anybody. I am trying to talk about fhe issues
of the Province. [ am not going to throw a barb at the member for
Windsor-Buchans (Mr. Flight)or nothing. 1 just want to talk about
the issues as [ see them and what I know about certain issues on
which I think T can speak with some authority.

On the hydro side there is this widespread beiief

still around that once we got Gull Island power on stream across the

Strait of Belle Isle, down into the IsTand al}l aurlprnb1ems are solved

or just about all of them. That is going to stimulate major industry.

}
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MR, PECKFORD: and are very charactaristic of this
area of the worlid and done on a very rational, sane basis ta
zive the best return to the people of this provinee., As I
said, 1t is a yeoman task; 1t is z massive .task to create
permanent jobs in this province and that the single nost
important area that we amust continue to work on and put esvery
dollar we can and do it in a wige and sane fashion 1is the
fishery. We cannot do it in oil and gas; we ﬁave sot the
regulations and have created the environment for industry te
come in and do it, and they are starting to come in and do
it now and will gtart this year and will dincrease it next
year. It is quite pessible, Mr. Speaker, that next year
there will be as many as five drill riszs off the coast of
the island of MNewfoundland and Labrador, as many as five.

It is quite probable that Eastean will have three, and Shell
Texaco one and Imperial one, and Mobil is even optimistically
considering now doing additiomal drilling on their acreage because
of the number of structures that are there and the seisnmic
work that they have done over the last couple of ysars. So,
there is going to be a fadrly high level of ezploration
activity over the next few years, whether it turns up

enough to commercially develop, of course, is the $64,000
questiocn, but the whole aemplovment business is one that

is easy to talk about and criticize but very difficult to
solve in a sane and rational way maling the best use of

your money - a very, very difflcult ome and has to be done
on a long-term plan by goveraments putting whatever dollars
they can get into the fishery, forestry, nining and rural
development, trying to get nmajor hydro projects off the
ground, It is no goed to get them off the sround and sell
lt all west at a cheap rate where there iz very lictle
raturn because you d4re going to get four or five yaars’
constructlon work cut of it. That is no good. It is just

as well to lat ir flow to the ccean as an Insurance policy
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MR, PECKFORD: until some day yeou can put together
the right package. It is better to do it that way. It Is
setter tg keep It flowing thanm do ir any other way., ten times
better. Our amphasis, 38 a people, nust always be alang
those lines. Mr. Speaker, two or three major events that
affect re and of which I am fafrly proud over the las:z
number of I do not know how much time I have left) the
last number of months has been for the first time this past
year, Mr. Speaker, the MNewfoundland and Labrader Hvdro
Corporation came before the Public Utiiivies Board and was
serutinizad in ics application for rate increases gn

hydro wholesale power te other utilities in the province,
Runmber ﬂna,wﬂ;ch i3 2 major change of policy and shift

for the hetter -

Al HON, MEMBER: {Inaudible)

MR, PECKFORD: for the better for the province.
Number twao,the introduction in this session of the House

of the ineral and Impost B41% which attempts,and will
succeed, to get concession halders in this province to either
spend more monevy on thedir acreage to find new mines or pav

2 tax which we think will forece them to relinquish some of
their acreage and give other companies who are standing in
the wings a chance to go in and develep,., It should {ncrease
the exploration effort in chis preovince over the next five

years significantly. It has nows

And thirdly, Mr. Speaker, the
Aneupational Healeh and Safety Bill and the accompanying
changes in the mining regulations which will rome about
te reflea: the changes in the Oeccupacionil Health and Safaty

3411 and then all workers will be under the same Lind of
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R, PECTFORD: principles in health and safety
standards and gradually the nines inspection division will
move over into that new occcunation, health and safety
division that is coming under Labour and !anpower. The
only teason now, Hr. Speaker, today that the mining
regulations have not been tabled to reflect the same thing
that has happened In the oceupaction, health and safety

act is that the steelworkers' union has not besn in a
pogition to meat with us. We have been trying to meet
with them for three to four weeks and they have been very
busy and have not been able to meet. I think the meeting
now which has been delayed two or three times, not because
we are not able to meet, this is a two-year process that
is just about to be finished, because they want to have
their man down from Toromto to be a part of the neeting,

and 1t is set up now, I think, for next weel jzome time.
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MR, PECKFORD:

But in any case,within the next couple of weeks we will have the
mining reguiations reflecting all the new principles contained in
the Occupational Health and Safety 8111 so that a1l mine workers
will have the same protection un&er the mining regulations as do
a1l other workers under the Occupational Health and Safety 8i11.
And then within a year the Mines Inspection Division will be hrought
physically and totally into the new Occupational Health and Safety
Hivision.  The mining regulations then will no Tonger apply but
will be incorporated then and attached to the Occupaticnal Health
and Safety Bill which s anather fairly major achievement, Mr.
Speaker, to bring together these hits of Eegis1ati9n which will reflect
changing conditions in the working place environwent of all workers,
not just mine workers but workers wherever they work especially in
any industrial enterprises in the Provinca. [ think the govermment
has & right to be proud of the achievements made in those areas through
legislation and through changes in regulations.
So, Mr. Speaker, this year through this budget there
is increased highway construction which is going to refTect in a
higher number of jobs in the highways sector than for a long time.
There is geing to be a gradual increase of workers on the Hines
Lake project reaching 400 to 500 by this September. There is going
to be increased work gererated because of the offshore exploration.
There is going to be increased work as a result of new puTécieS
brought in by this govermment as it relates to fisheries development,
both as it relates to small entrepreneur fishery development and
targe ones and the major programme that has been announced by fishery
products for many parts of the Province as it relates to its plants.
In the fiald of rural development we are continuing
gur efforts to create jobs.Every two weeks there are another fifty
or sixty jobs brought on stream by fairly well researched small
and medium sized projects throughout the Province. And, Mr. Speaker,
to go alond with some of those things we have been successful as a

govarnment gver the Tast number of years tc sign a mineral development
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MR. PECKFORD:

agresment which is four times better than the one previous. OQur
ongoing roads agreement, a rural development agreement of about

528 miliion which will be signed very shortly, a touri;m agreemeant
that has been signed, an ongainé forestry and agricultural agreement
and a working with the people of Labrador on the massive agreement
on Labrador development totalling $130 million which is now being
debated with the people in Labrador, with the various associations
in Labrador and the Labrador Resources Advisary Council. So that we
have done a fair job in trying to finalize major agreements on the
resgurce side with Ottawa to help do the kind of thing that T have
talked about in stimulating the resource parts of our economy which
are common to us and which we can realiy work on doing something
about.

I think the tourist sotential, for example, with
this large infusion of money should really assist in those areas
that it is goirg to affect first and in ather areas of the Province.
5o that we have gone a fairly long way to putting most of our
agresments with Ottawa in the resource sector and most of our
dotlars now in a gradual shift away from a total concentration an
sccial, important though that is. But with any additional dollars
to put it into where it is reaily going to matter, in the long term.
That is in the fishery. That is in the forestry. That is in
the mining, That is in offshore and that is in hydro development.
That is where our future 1ies and then with that kind of concentration
and with that kind of rational development it will create the new
dotlars so that then we have the better social infrastructure that
we a1l want so that we can say to Upper Canada that we have facilities
and roads and everything else in this Province to compete with
them.  But you cannot do it on the backs of the Canadian taxpayers
totally., You must try to do it through sane, rational resource
daveleopment policies with an ongoing social programme to meet

the needs. But any additional doilars that come your way, through
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MR._ PECKFORD:
borrowing or whatever must go into resource develcopment. Otherwise
you are committing yourself to a sin 1ike you would not believe,
to try to move along the same path with high concentration of your
dollars going into social programmes with no corresponding resource
policies to ensure that you create new dollars to pay for all that
stuff, to pay for all vour social side,

So youy must have that kind of emphasis. I suppose,

Mr. Speaker, the per capita potential
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MR. PECKFDRD:

of Newfoundland and Labrador 1s nigher than anywhere else in Canada.
I do not suppose 1f you divided, if you could work out a scheme whereby
vou divided, put a dellar value on your wealth potentiai,which is
possible in the next ten years.and get 3ome experts te do it for you
divided by the number of people in the Province that you would come
up with a dollar figure for each individual higher than in any cther
Province in Canada. I do not kpnow where you canm go in this country
of Canada and work out using that criteria where it would be larger
than it would be in Newfoundland.. And so we have to try to put it

all together. We have to put an emphasils on the concencrationm, on
resource development whenever possible not conly te éraa:e the jobs
but simultaneously and obvicusly to create the dollars which are
needed to pay off and help finance all the additional social
programmes that are so badly needad. To try to do it the other way
arcund ignores any future and condemns us to always being hardly

any better off than we are now and that to me is an unacceptable

aim and objective for a Newfoundlander or for a provinee or for a
govermmant to have., And we must continue to repeat over and over
again that kind of balance with the emphasis on the resource side o
our people. To do ctherwise is to hoodwink them and to be a traitor
to your own Province. You have to leok at it that way, We have to
put it on the f£ish., We have to pur it on the CLrees and we have to
put it on the mines and so on and develop the vight policies and

the right programmes, to take advantage of ail the money we can get
to put it Into that with the Federal Government and then these new
dollars are not the same dollar turning over, the same one. We are
tryiong to cut it even finer and finer and split that dollar into many
more pieces, the same dollar and we have to bring in new ones. And it
is only in this way that we are ever golng to be berter off, a lirtle
bit better next year than we are this year and so on and so that we
are climbing up a ladder towards an aim of being better off and

progressing and to being some day a have province.
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MR, PECKFORD: And to me, Mr. Speaker, that 1s you know what
we must all as members of this House address ourselves to in talking
about a budget, in talking about developing the Province which is the
vehicie, the budget, 5ir, which we are trying to do that. We must

do it in this vein and with this kind of concept in mind. Some other
point in the process of the legislature talked abour are how our
diserices fit inro thar and in the wore practical everyday political
debate that gres on. 3But as it relares to the budget to me it is the
one good opportunity because you can talk around it of devaloping the
Provinee in a way which will do the moest good uot just to us but for
shose who come afrer and who might want to stay here.

Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!

iR, SPEAKERY The hon. mesber for Lewlsporte.

tR. F. WHITE: Hr. Speaker, -

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear! Hear!

MR, F. WHITE: Mr. Speaker, I have been sitting here tonight

and I suppose after the kinds of debates that have gone on in the House
the last three or four months things have sort of cooled down a iictle
bit and probably it is time they did and it might be a refreshing few
ainutes to et into some of the thoughts ope has on his mind. I was
sitting cuere a minute ago, Mr. Speaker, thinking that,you know.teday

I did Provincial Affalrs on the CBC for Friday ndght, I did five

ninutes on the free time political telecast on the CBC and I sat down
at the typewriter today and I typed up four and a half minutes and
wenh over to the CBC and recorded it for broadcast Friday night and I
just wonder - You know » L have to stand here now for forty-five
winutes and make o2 speech and I jusr wonder what will have the mest
impact on the cellective conscicusness of Hewfoundlanders, my flve
minutes eon the CEC Friday anight or forgy-five minutes that I will
stand talking about a few things that are on my mind here tonight.

I am not going to try to take the skin off che goverument necessarily,

Mr, Speaker., 1 think that has been done fairly effectively during this
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R, F. WHITE: session and I think if we took any more skin off the

government they would be naked and I am sure we would not want a naked
goverzment.

I would like to congratulate the previous
spaakers on the comments they nave made in the Budget debate. The
gentleman from St. John's West I think gave a very good speech and one

thhat I can relate to very, very wmuch and I
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T, FLOWHITE: can see pore dnd more, !'r. Speaker, wvhers there
are a lot of problems that are now been arviculated that exist in
St. John's that heretofore we did not hear toec much about, and I
would suggest, ¥r. Speasker, that some parts of 8t. John's today are
probably iike what rural Newfoundland was in various places many vears
ago because I do mot think, Mr, Speaker, there are as many places in
tural Newfourndland in the critical condition that some places in
St. John's are teday and T have seen some of the places myself.
MR, §, NEARY: Ron Pumphrey says there are 100,000 stories
in the naked city.
M, F, WHITE: Tes., 100,000 stories.

Becauge, Mr. Speaker, and I will come tc this
later on but I will just make the comment, T think thete has been a
switcherco in the last few years with respect to the seconemic hase of
this Province; it has changed dramatically from the time it was the
urban centre, being the main scurce of employment and the main esonomic
base of our Province., fThat is changing rapidly and since the declaration
of the 200~mile Iimit and the increase, Mr. Speaker, in the Fishery
there has been almost 2 cemplete change in this Province. Today
the bulk of the unemployment, I woulé suggest, Mr. Speaker, is in rthe
urban centres of the Province and noc in the rural areas. I can gpeak
with a great deal of knowledge with respect to that because I represent
a predominantly rural area that is far better off than some of the
areas in this Province.

How, Mr, Speaker, we are going to talk about
the Budget Speech, We are into the Budget Speech and I wasg nocicing
here in the highlights of the Budger, Mr. Speaker, there are twenty-one
bighlights in the Budget and not 2 single one of those highlights in
this Budget does anything for the largest majority of people Iin this
Provinece who 1 think are being overlocked by the decision makers in
Newfoundland tedav. And, Mr. Speaker, I refer to the voung people in

VYewfrundland today who are probably the most disillusicned and
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MR, F. WHITE: disappointed group of MNewfoundlanders that

have grown up in this Province in a century. 1 would like te give
the House a few figures, Mr. Speaker, wich respect to the young
people and the age groups in Newfoundlan& today, and 1 am sure that
members, a lot of members here, are not aware of the fremendous
numbers of young peopie that exist in this Province and that have
come up with the posgtwar baby boom, and so on.

Under nineteen vears of age in this Province
today, Mr. Speaker, under uinetean years of age ~ forty-three per cent
of the population of this Province is under nineteen years of age,
forty~three per cent.

Under twenty-five vears of age are fifty-five
per cent are the pevple of Newfoundland. Fifty~-five per cent of the
people of this Province are under twenty-five years of age.

Forty-twe per cent of this Province have not
yet had the opportunity te be able to vots because they are not of
voting age.

Waen the Minister of MYines and Energy was
speaking there a few moments ago about the things that may come about
in this Provinee, Mr. Speaker, and may come about with respect to oil
and gas, and may come about with respect to hydro, I just wonder how
long the young people in this Province are going te wait for this
so~called panacea tp come to us Iin Newfoundland. We have bheen waiting
a long time, Mr, Speaker. We have been waiting long enough that I
am uow reaching the state of middle age, I hate to admit it but I am
now nearing that state, and we have the largest percentage cof the
people in this Province under twenty-five years of age and nowhere
to look for jobs and with all the gradvatiopns that are going ou today.
“hey must be very, very disillusiocned, Mr. Speaker, not only with the
stare of the econemy but also with polities generally, Mr. Speaker, and how
they perceive polities. I do not think, Mr. Speaker, the way politics
is percelived in Newfoundland, particularly by the vounger generation,

T do not think politiecs is, in fact, how it i3 perceived by the young
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vp, F. WEITE: people of this Province. I think the perception

of polities in Newfoundland is what we have to change, or try to change.

It is not the polities az it exists because I think politics as it

exists today is the same as it has existed for hundraés of years and

will exist for hundreds of vears to come. But it {3 the widespread

false perception of polities and politicians in this Provinee, Mr. Speaker,

that concerus
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MR. WHITE:

me a ureat deal and I think that we should collectively try to do
something about this perception. And goodness knows iT some of us
have not tried! But, Mr. Sgeakgr, I think we have to try harder
and try to change the perception because as we look around, and

I am not trying to be philosophical or anything else, Mr. Speaker,

but as we look around the world and we see the Baader-Meinhoff gang

in Germany and we see the Red Brigades in Italy and we see all kinds
of youthful terrcrists movements growing up throughout the world, we
mist be concerned about what the young people in this Province

are thinking about as they grow up. And when we sit here in this
House and we sit hers in this Province and realize that miilions

and miltions of doilars of hydro electricity are flowing along the
lines into Quebec, money that we could be having to put Newfoundlanders
to work, I sometimes wonder how long the young people of this Province
are going to wait, Mr. Speaker. I just wonder how long, for how many
years, how many decades they are doing to wait before they resort

to some tougher and more radical kind of actign than simple
negotiations with Ottawa. And I am not talking about a political
decision to throw a switch or something 1ike that. But I thirk

if the reality, Mr. Speaker, if reality of present day becomes
imbedded in the conscicusness of young Newfoundlanders I think they
are going to be very vicious when they reach an age where they are
going to be Tooking for jobs.

It takes so long, Mr. Speaker, to change things in this
Province with respect to giving a different perception to the wide-
spread feeling or the widespread view that politics is dirty and
that 211 peliticians are in it for the grab and alt this kind of
thing. T do not know how we can change it, Mr. Speaker, unless we
take some drastic measures and drastic measures we have to take.

How a year ago, Mr. Speaker, I put on a private member's motion on
the Order Paper in this House that we agree to bring television into

the House of Assembly. Last year the private member's resolution nevar
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MR. WHITE:

got debated. This year it is not going to gat debated. HWe are
sti11 on the single private member’'s resolution that first came up,
the one involving Labrador.

So I just wondered, Mr. Speaker, what we as individual members
af the Legislature can do to try and get a point across in this
House . 4hat can we do? The system to me has got to be raticaliy
changed. It has got to be ratically changed or it is just as wel)
to have a Board of Directors running this Province. [ would suggest,
Mr. Speaker, that Seneral Motors got about twice as many employees
as the entire population of Newfoundland and they orobably run it with
a Board of Directors of efght or ten people. Yet here we are, all
fifty-one of us standing up here in this House and half the time,
ninety per cent of the time, Mr. Speaker, except when things such as
what the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) has been involved in and
my colleague here to my Teft and the Public Accounts Committee,
those kinds of things where you ferret out singular and isolated
casaes of political corruption or misapprepriation of funds or that
kind of thing, then I can see very little else, Mr. Speaker, thatthe
Opposition can achieve or that an Opposition member can achieve or
for that matter a government member on the other side of this House,
very Hittle that can be achieved. We are glorified ombudsmen in
many respects trying to solve minor things for our constituents,
and I do not argue with that, Mr. Speaker. If that is our job, that
is our job.

But 1 would 1ike to think that hers we are a group of fifty-
one men and women representing the pepple of this Province, that
there is a Targer and a higher role we can be playing with respect
to the running of this Province. And 1 would like to find some
way, Mr. Speaker, and the one simple Tittle thing that [ have
interjectad into the Orders of the Day in this House and that
is the private member's resoclution on television, [ wouid 1ike to get

some way to get that debated in the House. And | do not know how to do
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MR. WHITE:

it unless the government decided they would bring in a government
resolution on that because I think it would change things im this
House, Mr. Speaker. You have cable television now. Half the time
an two of the cable channeis you éea nothing only cemmunﬁty and
social notes. The House of Commons in Ottawa is run for almost

a continugus basis on Channel 3 on the cable television. And as
cable proliferates throughout the Province T think, Mr. Speaker,
that more and more people would be interested in seeing some of

the debates in the House of Assembly. And I tell you something
else, Mr. Speaker, I think that television in the House would change

a lot of the debates in the House. If
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£y MR, WHITE: peaple Iin the House knew, “Mr. Speaker, that
the people of this Province could see them on television and
see them as they operate in the House, there would be
a lot shorter, plainer debates in the House, Mr. Speaker,

atid a lot mors members would be trying to make a point,

Mr, Speaker, and trying te get their views across to the
people of this Province,

qow I am suggesting -

o MR, NEARY: No more smear tactics from the ather side,
MR. WHITE: That is right. That is right, Yo more

smear tactics, Mr. Speaker, of any kind, shape or form, just

questions, Mr. Speaker, and answers, That is what we have

been leoking for and I am sure that is what we will continue

to look for.
¥y, Speaker, some people zre of the view,
and this view was held by the hon, gentleman who sat to my

right in last vear's session of the House of Assembly,

= Mr, Smallwood, Mr. Smallwood was of the view that TV should not

be brought {nto the House of Assembly unless it eould be covered

[En

n its entirity, unless every word weant out over the alrwaves.

How ! totally disagree with that, Yr. Speaker. While I do not

have a large number of accolades to held cot to the nress of

g™

thils Province at the present time, I do say, Mr. Spegker, I do
say that we should have in this lousze television, and let the

discrerion on what should be used be up to the people vho are

Sk
L

working In the medig of this Province, If they feel rhat I should

be used with a clip in the news well ler them make that decision.

YR, MITPEY: nedited?
‘. WHITE: They can edis what they like., I do not care

what they edit. I de not care, Mr. Spesker. Thew can edit what

they 1ike as far as I am concewrned. If they want to use tea sgconds,
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MR, WHITE: if thay want to use twenty seconds, fifty
secends or two houra, as far as I am coneerned they can do it,
There is not a2 bit of difference in the world, Mr. Speaker, thers
i5 not a bit of difference in the world., There i3 a guy sitting
up there and he hears a speech here, and if he wants to tzke

the first ten minutas that I speak and print it in the paper he
can do it, if he wants to take one sentence he can do it, if he
wantg to take one word he can do it. And T would suggestc if I
swore right now that is probably the only word that would end

up in the newspaper tomorrTow.

AY HON, MEMBER: Orvr call scmebody a sname.

MR, WHITE: Or call somebody a name or semething like thac.
So, Mr, Speaker, I would suggest that the - shall
I say the controversial sentences, the controversial name calling
and that kind of thing that makas it way onto the fronz page of
newspapers every day of the wesk, would disappear 1f we had
television in this House. The cut and thrust of debate would
continue. The probing questions would continue. The arguments

back and forth would continue.

MR, HEARY: - might be more obvigus.
'R, WHITE: That is right, Mr. Speaker. I do not think vou

would see the member for St, John's Centre (lr. Murphy) sitting
down in his seat refusing to answer the Leader of the Opposition
if we had television in this Heuse. He would be on his feet so
gquick you would not believe, Mr. 3Speaker, and rhat is my epinicn.
Anvway, Mr. Speaker, I want te go on with
a few af the suggestions thatl have with respect to us politicians
putting in order the perception Chat some of the people of this
Province, particularly the younger peneration have of ua, tha
perception, I am not garing there s anything wrong with polltics
in thiz Province. There are some things wrong, bhut nothing that a

fow laws could not change,
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MR, WHITE: How, Mr, Speaker, Lf there was sver a province
in Canada that needs to cut out evaery asingle bit of politieal
donatiens it is here in Newfoundland. #r. Speaker, if the
government of this Province wéuld bring in a law saying that

it i{s 1illegal for anybody, any firm, or any group to give one
single cent to any political party I would be the firsr on ay

feet to support it.

¥R. NEARY: Hear, hear!
MR. WHITE: For vears and years and years, and 1 have

read a falr zmount of Yewfoundlaond history, going back to

the late 18005, up through the 19C0s, Yr. Speaker, there has
been - in Just about every House of Assembly thera has been
salitical corruption and charpges of political corruption. And
here we are, a very small province, the highest rate of
unemployment in Canada, and yet we are being the major news
items, invariably Mr. Speaker, the major news items in recear
years has been corruption and charges of corruption. And,

Mr. Speaker, thev almost always - they almost always relate

tn donations to politicians or political parties, almost

always, alwmost every single charge of political corruption, almost
every single cenviction of pelitieal corruptien in this Province
can be traced back to that one canter, YMr. Speaker, that one
thing, and that {s donations te peolitical parties from groups,

fndividuals and commanies and 1 thiak -

MP, W. ROWE: Undar the table,

‘|, WHITE: Under the table of course.

MR, W, ROWE: Zehiind closed doors.

MR, WHITE: And I think, Mr, Speaker, thar this Prevince,

tiils Province gbove zll others in Zanada, should brisg {a a law

that complately makes it totally and zbsolutely illegal for anybody

to give one single cent to a pelicician oy a politizal parcy. It

should be done
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MR. WHITE:

and it should be done soon and that would do more, Mr. Speaker,

{ suggest, more to try and as I said earlier, take the perception

of politicians and politics in this Province,fo clean it up in the
eyes of the young Newfoundlanders everywhere. And I think that
should be done. And I would commend the government if they would
only do that, Mr. Speaker, and I do not know why they do not do it.
T do not know why some of the younger Cabinet ministers con the other
side do not forte the government into bringing in legislation,

MR. MORGAN: it is going to be done.

MR. WHITE: I know you are going to bring in a law putting the

sealing on political donations, that companies car anly give $2,000.
That is not what I am tatking about. Make it absoiutely and totally
i1legal for anybody to donate anything to a political party and that
includes money being used to run political headquartsrs and everything
else or pay political staffs. Every cent of it should come out of
the purses of the people of Newfoundland and Labrador because it does
eventually anyway.

AN HON. MEMBER: What about a minor party?

MR. WHITE: Well a minor party trying to get started, obvicusly

the details would have to be worked out. Maybe on the basis of
membership or something like that. [ do not know. But somehow
it would have to be done, [t has got to be done somehow or this
potitical corruption stink will never leave us in Newfoundland.

Now, Mr. Speaker, therg is something else that has got to
be changed and that is this thing here called the Electiens Act
because we should tear it up and scatter it to the four winds because
I do not think it is worth the paper that it is written on. There
are a tot of things in here that I could argue about that have
caused by-elections, Mr. Speaker, in this Province, people not following
the rules and s¢ on. But that to me is a lack of education. The
major items in haere, Mr, Speaker, that I would like to see changed
are with respect to pressuring people into voting for one candidate

or the other., And I would say that it is pressure and I saw evidence
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MR, WHITE:

of this during the Twillingate by-g¢lection, Mr, Speaker. There was

not that much of it during my campaign in Lewisporte because there

was a provincial election. There were a lpt of things on the go

so therefore the big wigs of part{es could not zero in uﬁ one particular
area. But I tell you, Mr. Speaker, that even if the rules that are
stated in here today, if they were carried out during the Twillingate
by-election, Mr. Speaker, I am not so sure a couple of members form

this House would not be in jail. How, Mr. Speaker, I go as far as

that right here.

Every person is guilty of an offense who gives or promises to
give to any person money or any other consideration to enduce an elector
to vote or refrain from voting for any candidate or to refrain from
voting at an election. Now, Mr. Speaker, that I know if it were in
& court of ilaw, people would be arguing back and forth and so on hut
Mr. Speaker, evidence. I saw at least a half a dozen cases that I couid
produce affidavits on, Mr. Speaker, during the Twillingate hy-election
of where people were told, either you vote for the Tory candidate or
you get nothing. Now that tec me -

AN HON. MEMBER: Or you will lose your salmon licenses.

MR. WHITE: Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not mind promises being made.
That to me is part of the political game and I do not mind promises
being made but when you go into a fellow's house and he is sitting
there, Mr. Speaker, and one gentlemzn in particular - [ do not know
if anybody in this - I wish the member for Grand Falls {Mr. Lundrigan)
was here because [ had a few ditlies, because he was the ring leader,
Mr. Speaker, and here he is quitting ;aw. T will come to that a
Tittle later on. He quits over 2 promise that the Premier did not
keep, What about some that he made during the Twillingate by-election?
Where is he now? Anyway 1 will come to that later on, Mr. Speaker.

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, about a case of an hon. gentleman
in Twillingate, Mr. Speaker, & God fearing Newfoundlander, a one armed
Newfoundlander, Mr. Speaker, who still shoocts turrs, And I do not know

what his political belief has been down through the years. And he sat
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MR, WHITE:

in his House, Mr. Speaker, with his wife and kids there while the

hon. gentleman for Srand Falls {Mr. Lundrigan} stormed up and down
saying, 1f you elect Bi11 Rowe not one dime will you ever get in
Twillingate district, not a éime.. Now, Mr. Speaker, I submit that
it is a breach of the Elections Act. [ submit that the Elections

Act should be enforced. Are you going to see the Elections Act
enforced, Mr. Speaker? Not Tikely, Mr. Speaker. That is why this
thing should be changed or torn up because it is absolutely scandalous
and ridiculous. And I call upon the government -

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible).

MR. WHITE: I sajd to the hon. gentleman, I told him many times that

I was going to do it
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MHE. WEITE: it is true what I am

saying.

MR. MURPHY: That is just one example.

M3, WHITE: And 1f we wanted a select

commictee into it, I could get the people to come in here
and tell me. And I know people who were pgoing to vote for

the other side until they heard that -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!
MR, WHITE: - yeu know, and it fis absolutely

scandalous and ridiculous, Mr. Speaker, and I bring it up
now because it is the firsc time I have had a chance to

stand in this Housa and get a few of those things off ny

chest.

AN HON. MEMBER: Is that Ernie?

MR, WHITE: Yes, Ernie.

AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible} he did in
Philadeliphia.

MR, WHITE: Yes, I know. It is a wonder he

did not - lostc about fifty votas.

AN HON. MEMBER: « Wild charge.
MR. WBITE: It i3 not a wild charge,

Mr. Speaker.

AN HOM, MEMBER: He will find oune.
MR, WEITE: I do not have anything tec table.

I am juse telling you what God-fearing Newfoundlanders have
told me - prepared rto sizn affidavies, you know. So I am

just telling you, Mr, Speaker.

MR, MURPHY: {(Inaudibla) table 1t
MR, WHITE: And I would not be a bit

surprised 1f the hon. gentlenman from Grand Talls (¥r.Lundriszan)

would not stand up and admit te Lfz. I would not be a bit

surprised at all if he would not stand up and adnit to it,
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%, YRITE: And did you not see the Premier

on T.Y. during that election saving, 'Well, if our candidate
ls elected obviously he will get more things for the district
than if the other side i3 elected.' What do you eall that?
T call that politieal bribery - that is what ir is - vou
know, hov can we ¢lean up politics in this Province Lf that
kind of thing 1s going to continue to ge on? I mean, the
hon. gentleman from 5t. Jehn's Nercth (Mr. J. Carter) must
agree that that is wrong.

R, W, BOWE: Do you remember what the Premier
said afterwards? Twillingate Island turned down ocur
programme.

Mn, UHITE: Yes, turned down our programne.

I mean, it is shocking, Mr. Speaker. T thiak it is fine for
a candidate to go out and say, 'This 13 the programme we
will present zo you for the next four vears, not based on
whether you alect that nan or you elect that man, but hare
is our programme. And we are the goverument. Ve are going
to put this programme into effect regardless.' The promises
that have been broken in this Province the last few vears,
Mr. Speaker, are unbelfevable. I know the member for

St. John's Centre (Mr. Murphy) is going to stand up one

of those days and sav it went on fer twenty years. Maybe

ig d44d, bup Mr. Speaker, people should start remembering
what thev promise. They really should de -~ and not make
promises that are going to deceive paople. It just bothers
me to no end, Mr. Speaker, {t really, really does,

Sc, as I was saving, Mr. Spealker,
the Elections Act should be changed. It should be changed
for the sake of lots of peeple in this Province. I would
like to see it with more teeth, a lot more teeth than it

has, and I would like to see it enforced. And I do nog

8714



June 1, 1978 Tape 3863 {(¥Nighe) £ - 3

HR. YWHITE: know how it is supposed to

be enforced unless you make a charge under the Elections
Act. qu knew, I 'phoned up enough complaints to

Harvey Cole during the by-election, but ! guess they are
forgotten and that is it.

So I would say, Mr. Speaker,
that it is time the Elections Act were changed, The
Minister of Justice i1s talking about bringing in amendments
te the Electdons Act. I would like to see them, and T
hope they do not only deal with detail., I would like to
see them deal with all aspects of {t, particularly pressure
on people to vote one way or the other, and I think it
should be done soen. And that will help as well, Mr.Speaker.
That would help as well to clean up the perception -
and I again say the perception of politics and politicians
in this Province that everything is not above board and
g0 on, because I think half of ie, Mr. Speaker, is the
perception and not the fact.

Mr. Speaker, I would also lika
to spend a minute talking about whatr I would call the
feeling f{n many parts of this Province that freedoms are
being lost more and more every day. Mr. Speaker, instead
of more and more freedoms being given to people, T think
the feeling 1s abroad in rural ¥ewfoundiand, Yr. Speaker -
rightly so - the feseling 1z abroad cthat they are very
rapldiy leosing all the freedoms they ever had. Mow I am
zoing to hear something from the other sideyas the hon,
gentleman from Jonavista South {Mr. Morgan} shouted out
the other day vhen we were talking abour the Crown lands,
They want us to baby-sit the pecple out there. We de not
want to babv-sitc the people out there, Mr. Speaker, but

my main beef {3 that regulations are being brought in and
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Mo, WHITE: not given time to be underatood
by pecple and are being igmediately being put inte force
and charges laid 1if they are not complied with.

I think that when new regulations
are brought 1in there should be a period of time when they
are explaining to people - that a concerted effort is made
on the part of government to make pecople aware of what
the situarion is with respect to new regulatiens and so

PEcN on.

;

The recent Crown lands regulations
are a case in point, GEverywhere I go, I hear complaints
about that, Everywvhere I go, I hear more complaints about
that than 1 do about lack of jobs - T really de. I mean,

I car read you a letter here, Mr, Speaker, that is
unbelievable, and I just think I will gc ahead and do thatr.
It comes from Stoneville, which is a place where there are
a lot of industrious people working, but they are very
close to the wilderness as well, and one cof the last

communities on that particular shore that have a road. It

was where the Horwood Lumber Ceompany = used to be part of

R

. Horwood - Horwood South and Horwood ¥orth one time. The
Horwood Lumber Company started upr there a long time ago,

thus the name Horwood, Mr. Speaker, and part of the ald

s

mill is still there., It says, "We the people of Stoneville

are deeply

8716



it

June L1, 1978 Tape Jo. 3864 JM o~ 1

:R. F. WHITE: concerned regarding the govermnment's
policy on crown land. From what little information was fortheoming
before the legislation most people thought the law would affecr
crown lands wizhin a community or along the highway and that it affected
only the ownership of land and that a perscn would not be barred from
building on erown land but only tiat he would not awn it. Now we find
that the government will not permit even the building of a temporary
camp on crown lands without going through a lot of red and expensive
tape. Mest camps in this area are used by their owmers anly two or
three times a year and I would like to emphasize this to people who
have never been in the woods in their ilives, to pecople who are not
used to the kind of country I come from, most campskin this area are
used by their owners only two or three times a vear. However,these
camps ensure the fishing or skidooing public that there is a place
of shelter 1f their machines break down. These camps are as necessary
in the woods as motels along the highway., We spend millions of dollars
on search and rescue operations but that is not of much use if the
persen or persons are irozen to death before help arrives. Only last
winter a resident of this community, Mr. Frank Hodder,broke his leg
while skidooing on Big Pond and he was taken to a camp on another
pond nearby where he was unable to be moved bacause of the pain. He
was rescued the next morning by helicopter. Can you imagine what would
have happened if there had not been a camp where this gentleman could
have gone? These camps also help promote tourism as people from the
Hainland who have moved from Newfoundland to come back.to the island.
to zo in the country with thelr brothers and so on rabbit hun:ing."
So, Mr. Speaker, I think that that letter,
which comes incidentally from the principal of a school, a very well
educated young man down in Stoneville, emphasizes what 1 am talking
about with respect to freedom in rural Hewfoundland, the feeling that
their freedoms are disappearing, Mr, Speaksr. I completely go along
with the theory of government that crown land and everybody who has

a cabin on crown land that it should be registered and the whole thing.
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MR, ¥, WHITE: I go along with that. I mean that is not something
that I can argue with but all T am suggesting is that the time period

in vhich those regulatlons are brought in should be extended. !Mr. Speaker,
what I am trying to say is that the time period should Se extended s0
people know what 1s going on and are given a chance to get their house

in crder so te speak before everything comes down on top of thenm.

Becauge it is not ouly the Provinecial Governmment and I know the

Federal Government has done things and rightly so. They have put

cut offs on f£ishing licenses and lobster licenses and all that kind

of thing and I agree with that but when you are dealing the society

af people who grew up with the view and the feeling that they could

do vhatever they darn wall like - they could fish wéere they like,

£ish for anything they like and usually had te do that in order to

make a living then you cannot in twe or three years which has been

the case just clamp down on every single freedom that they ever had

in their lives. And this word about the disappearance of freedem T am
nearing wore and more all the time throughout this Province particularily,

ir., Speaker, in rural Newfoundland and it is a very grave comcern.

HR. A.J. ifURPHY: You sounded so much like Pecer Cashin.
(R, F. WidlITL: Wo but it Is true. I mean it is true and it has

nappened in the last three or four or four or five years because paople

when they graw up as I did din 2 rural community were taught that if you

do nor get an education you have to try your best to make a living

whatever way you can., If you get a faw rabbits in the winter and sell

them, you get a few lobsters in the summer and sell them, you get a

few codfish and sell them or you make 2 few quintals of fish, you make

a living whichever way you can and a lot of people today are looking

in the same direction and you cannot change years and years of a mentalicy

being developed and being moulded in a matter of two or three months as

in maay cases this government and the Federal Government have tried to do.
How, Hr. Speaker, I do not go along with that

at all and I hope that eventually people will see that you have fo bring

new regulations into effect less quick, Mr. Spehker, and less severe
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MR, F, WHITEI: than we have been doing in the past.

just wanted to make one or two references on this
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YP, F. VHTITE. spraying program, the budworm spraying
prograts, the spruce bhudworm spray program, because I did not have

the oppertunity to do so the other night when the dehate was on and

T wanted to get inco that but i.did nat,

How, Mr. Speaker, let me say from the start
that T am absclutely and totally opposed to any spray program at all,
perind. That is a feeling I have and that is my view, and T do not
care what views thisz party would cake, or anything else, I just have
tp say that I am abzolutely and totally opposed to spray programs.

I just feel that way. I just do not think that we should be spraying
poison down on top of anything, and I think, Mr, Speaker, that I
should express those views because I want to express those views and
I want to get my chest clear with respect to that, that T am teeally
opposed, probably it is my liberal mindedness, ¥r. Speaker, or my
environmentalist mentality, or whatever, but that is my view -
nothing, no spray program at all, and let nature tzke Iits course.

Now I know that s a hard way to look at things
but that is the way I feel about it particularly, ¥r. Speaker, now
in this Province when vou have statisties that ¥ do not think came
out here the other night abour the egg mass counts of the spruce
budworz in this Province. I hate to dredge this up again but nobody,
I think, stood up and talked about how the spruce budworm has
declined in NYewfoupdland over the last year, New the egg mass counts,
and T am sure most people know ahkout the egg mass counts, it is the
nuzber of egg masses of the spruce budworm in a ten sguare metre area
and the 240 epg mass count iz the danger point.

Let us look at some figures. Western Newfoundland
in 1976 had an egg mass count of 495. In 1976 there was an egg mass
count of 4%5. Last year, 1977, the egg mass count had gone helcw the
dangerous level to 182, The danger level is 240. Last year ia 1877
when the survevs were dene 1t went below the danger lavel of 240 and
i5 now down te 182. That was a decline of sixty-three per cent in the

egg mass counts of aspruce budwors on the West Coast.
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MR W, ROWE: Ho spraving.
up, P, WHITE: No spraying. UYothing. That is just a natural
decline on the West Cosst. Now you can argue that it is because a
lot of the good timber was eate; sv the bﬁdworm moved on. But that
has nothing to do with the present argmment. All I am saving is that
in Yestern ¥ewfoundland the egg mass counts have now dropped below
the dangerous level and stand at 182 egg masses per ten square metres
which i3 below the 240 danger level, a decline of sixty-three per cent,
In Central Mewfoundland, in 1976, the egg mass
counts were 706 - 706 egg masses per ten square metres, and in 1977
that declined te 376 egg mass counts per ten square metres, a decline
of forty-seven per cent,
In Eastern Newfoundland -
AN. HON. MEWBER: They shur the deor. They shut the door after

the horse got out.

MR. F, WHITE: That is right. HNow -

AN, HOM. MEMEER: “hat is your source of ipformation?

MR, F, WHITE: The Department of Forestry and Agriculture.
M, O, FLIGHT: Yas, boy. The Department of Forestry,

Y. F, WHITE: ¥ow in Fastern Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker, watch

the trail of the budworm as it comes across Yewfoundland. In 1976 wvhen
it kit Eastern Newfoundland first, the egg mass counts were 861
per ten square metres and that is a heavy scene. Now last year, 1977,
that had geone down to 543 egg mass counts were ten sguare metres, and
that was a decline of minus thirry-nine per cent.
For the eatire Province the epp mass counts went
dovn 878 for 1976 to 360 for 1977, a decline of forry-seven per cent,
¥ow, ¥r. Speaker, I do net know if the Mintster
of Forastry and Agriculture refutes those particular figures. or not,
but to me those Eigures jodicate that the spruce budworm infestation
in Yewfrundland is on the decline, and it declines after it has its
major impact on an area, and T would say from this decline we have seen

across this Province that in Central Yewfoundland this year wiep the
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*m, F. VHITE: surveys are done it is liltely the egg mass counts
will be below the 240 danger level, I would zay that a year from now in
Fastern Yewfoundland 1t is likely to be below the egp mass ceount danger
level. \ -

Mow 1if theose figures are true then we should
not be having a spray program of any kind this year. 4And I understand
they are true, T understand they came from the Minister's Department

and that is all I can dp about thag,

¥r. G, FLIGHT: We will be perpetrating the budworm in
Hewfoundland.
e, ¥, URITE: In other words, in Western Yewfoundland 1t has

already declined below the danger mark and it is headed in the same
direction in Central Yewfoundland., So the trend Is there, Mr. Speakar,

irrefutahle
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MR, F, WOITE: facts are there, HMr. Speaker,
and I do not think we should be having a spray program in
fJewfoundland this year. Dut, ¥r. Speaker, I thimi T knqw why
they are having a spray program in Newfoundland this vear
because 1 think they are being told by the paper companies
to have a spray program I think the government is ilstening
to the paper companies at least once too often and I em
getting sick of it. I am getring sick of ig, Mr. Speaker,
we should be masters of cur own house we are either men
or we are horms, Mr. Speaksr , and we have got to stop
iistening to the multinational corporations and making our
own decisions. And on that basis I congratulate the Minister
of Ynes and Energy for holding out with the oll companies.
He won that battie and I am sure we will win other battles if
we held out with the wultinationals.

I am told this year that
Price (Nfld.) made about 40 million bucks because the Canadian
doilar is down, Torty million bucks extra profie. TForty million
dollars because the Canadidan dollar is down an the US market.
I am also teld my contractors with one parsiculdr paper company
that it will be three years before they get In to the spruce
budworm infeated timber. Three years before they reach they will
point. Why? Bacause the paper companies do not want their
costs to go up for delivering wood to the mill and thersfore
they are cutting the wood the c¢losest to the oransportation

Jinked with the mill. That is what they are doing.

MR, FLIMHT- High grading.

L, F. WHITE: Yes, of course they are.

Mr. FLIGHT: Hipgh grading.

MR, F, WHITE: High grading, that is righr. They

are still getting the best wood and getting out as fast as they
can and as cheap as they can instead of spending some of their

money invest in a lictrle more of thelr profit into Newfaundland
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MR. F. WHITE: And they are talking now - that
is right everywhere - they are talking now about the herring nmonay,
tight? the herring money. The herring money they are':alking

about it in the steres and the business people I sit down with

they say the harring money is coming in and even I was tallking

to a guy from a Lions Club the other day and he was saying that

at a dance the other night for some yound psople there was ten
times as many hot dogs s0ld because the herring money has

starced to come in,

Wall, one fish plant in partieular
has bgen operating twenty~four hours a day, seven.days 3 week
since January 15. Twenty-four hours a day seven days a week
since .January 15. They have exported sa far 5 million pounds
of herring., It is unbelievable what is happening out thera,

How my concern is this +hat my district 4is siam bang in the

main spavning area for herring. The maidn arvea of Mewfoundland
for herring reproduction is the Northeast Coast from Capa Treels
to Cape Bauld that area it ineiudes Green Bay and llotre Dame

8ay in particular and parts of Penavista Bav.

Vhat concerns me now 1s
that we are not having enough regard for the spawning
herring and this has been exprassed to me by the fish plant
owners as well. The herring are now going to shore and
spawning and the bays are being barred off by longliners.

I had a call a few minutes agp and they tell me that the
longliners have now harred off what we call Chapel Cowve,
wilceh 15 the majer spawning arsa,and the entire bay is full

of spavning herring. The antire hav.

B, PECKFORD: Mo you know what happened in
my area? (inaudibie} same herring bonanza that you

are nav describing in vour area. There 1s no herring there this

vear,
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MR, F. WHLITE: But they are-moving around
and 3o what I am concerned about 1s that they are going to
colleet up all the spawned herring and away it is gone., The
herring fishery is destroved aﬁd I am going to speak':a the
Minister of Fisheries abouyt it because I do not think they
should be allowed to do it, They have gone into this big
cove that is about a half a mile leong and ;hey have nets
right across it it ia full of herring and they will spend

their days and they will
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M. WHITE: collect up avery single spawny herring that
is in that bavy and then next vear we will have ne terring fishery.
The saze thing happenad In the North Sea, exactly the saze thing.
The herring stocks were completely depleted and it is going to
ba four or five more years before the Horth Sea herring stocks
are rebuilt and wvhen that happens of course we are going to
be in trouble here again because that is the main source of gupply
for Geymany, the Norvth Sea, except that the North Sea herring
stocks disappeared, ours built up and now you are going to
see the same thing happen to our herring stocks here in
dewfoundland, they are going to be depleted.

r. Speaker, my time has run‘up and I

will have a few words to say later on.

SOME HOY. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Mount Psarl.

MR, 4. WINDSOR: Mr, Speaker, first of all I am going to
say to the hon. member for Lewlsporte {My, White) that it has
been somewhat refreshing to iisten to him, a vervy cenelse,
well thought out speech, having being subjected to some twelve
hours from his colleague Erom Burgee - Bay d'Espoilr (Mr. Simmons),
AN HON, MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR, N, WINDSOR: It is most refreshing indeed to be able to
tisten zo the hon. member for Lewisperte (Mr, White). He had
some peints to make, some things that he obviously believed
in very deeply. I may not agree with evervthing he said,
Sir, but I think he spoke well and I congratulate him on quite
a good speech.

I would like to zall about - or just make
Srief refersnce to a oember of things that he talked asbout and
sne thing he mentioned and I think it is something that perhaps
all of us here in the House of Assembly are thinking about now
is what exactly can a member accomplish, particularlyssaysbers

in the House of Assembly, And I think about ir - here it is
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ME, Y. WINDSOR: ten~thirty at night, I stand up to speak
and I am grateful for a few faithful Newfoundlanders in the
galleries who were staying hers at this hour of the night
to listen. The media people are hereqof ccurse,bﬁt I

L sugpact that by now they have had almost as much as they
wish to hear for one day. I do not inzend to make any
sensational ztatements so I do not expect any headlines,

I am going to make a few statements,

tailk about a few things that relare to my own district

in particular., I doubt if any of these will be reported. I
H doubt if very much of what the hon. gentleman sald will be

reported. -
i3 The fact is, ¥Mr. Speaker, some of this
stuff is quite fmportant. The hon. gentleman made some very
good points and I hope that perhaps I will make some good

ones as well, but unfortunately I am not going to expose

S

anv scandals, any great sensational headlines or anything of
that pature so I will get very minimal coverage. it is
unfortuante, and I do not want to be overly critical of the
media, thelr job Is to sell their newspapers or their
telavision advertising or radie advertising or whatever, but

3 it seems, Mr. Speaker, that any constructive statement
recently has very listle {mportance. T will zive you an
example that in fact happened te me just yesterday. T issued
2 press release yesterday afternoon of a road recenstructicn
programme, widening of Topsall Boad to four lanes, 4 good prograume
in my distriet, T have been flghting for it for thres vears.
I am quite sroud of the fact and quite happy that the povermment
has agread to do it this year, I issued a press release yesterday
afeernoon, 1t is a programme of seme $636,000 the contract was,

it went to all the media. One radio station used 1v., One
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MR, N. WINDSOR: radio station used it as if it came
from the Minister of Transportation and {gnored me complegely.
The third radio station I do not think used it at all and
neither one of the printed media have yet used it so it
shows you vhat level of i{mportance perhaps the media.sut
on announcements that are constructive, that are saying,
this {3 going to be done. And it may not be great provincial
news but i% certainly is impowtant to the 15,000 people in
my digtrice and perhaps another couple of hundred thousand
people who use the Topsall Hoad quite regularly.

The hon, member for St. John's Centre
(Mr. Murphy), and I am sure the hon, member for Conception
Bay South (Mr, Nolan) and pretty well everyone of us,! think,
at least from this area, have constituents who use that road
regularly. So I thought it was a fairly important anncuncement.
I am just using that as an example., You make a positive
sratement and it is most unlikely that Lt will get back
to the people of the Provinece who really should be hept
informed. So I lay that as a adnor criticism perhaps of
the media,

The hon. pentleman talked about television
coverage in the House, Sir, and I must say I think perhaps
it might be a good idea te vry it. Bacause I think perhaps
wiat we would see is we would not see hon., gentlemen speabkinp
for four and five days. T think :hey would tend to be much
more concise. We would have speeches such as the cone we just
listened to, very conclse, very stralght and to the point. And,
Sir, T say if you cannot cpeak or say what you have o say on
a particalar topic in forty-five minutes then you are really

not making any
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MR, N. WINDSQR: What does he do? Does he have

to check out of the park? Does he leave his trailer and
his car out, totally without any supervision at all, on
the side of a highway while he travels off up there,
or should he not be allowed to leave it? You know, he
is going to stay overnight perhaps, or maybe two days
even on this little venture.

Tt is not an unusual thing.
I know a number of good friends of mine have taken the
trouble to go up the Bay d'Espoir and come by canoce all
the way down the Northwest Gander, right down to the Gander
Lake in Glenwood. It iz a tremendous trip and I think it
takes two to three days. Somebody who was in a provincial
park could not do that sort of thing.
MRS. MCISSAC: They do not have to take

them up, do they?

MR. N. WINDSOR: You have to check in every
day.

MRS, MCISSAC: That must be a new rule then.
MR. N. WINDSOR: it came in last year.

Previously you could check in
for ten days and pay for your ten days and there you were.
Now, I want to get both sides of the story. Obviously, the
rationale is that a number of people were setting up their
trailers on a Thursday and they were leaving them there,
they were using them that weekend and they were leaving

them all the next week and coming back the next weekend.

MR, HICKMAN: Keeping somebody else out.

MR. N. WINDSCR: Yes, they were keeping somebody

else out but only during the weekdays when the parks are
not full anyway, during the weekdays when the parks, with
some exceptions, there may be a one or two week period
during the middle of the Summer where a particular park

is full all week, but I would suggest, and the figures here

in the statistics of provincial parks released hy the
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MR, N. WINDSOR: department for 1977, looking

at those it would seem to indicate that there certainly
are periods when the parks are less than full, and I
would suggest that certainly during the week they are
not full. I think Butterpot Park is perhaps one of the
most popular and I know from some experience that there
are normally, during the week, campsites available.

So what about the person -
and let us use Butterpot Park as an example again because
a2 lot of people do go there because it is convenient to
the city. People go up there, as I have said, and they
want to set up their trailer and stay there for the week-
end and they want to leave it there next Qeek because they
are only going to come back to the city for maybe three
days, maybe Mondaywas a holiday and they are going to be
back in there again Friday afternoon, they are going to
skip off lunch time Priday and go back in, soc they are
only leaving it for three days, it is cheaper for them to
pay their two dollars a day, or whatever it is for three
days, than it is to tow that trailer or whatever back to
town. Because you are going to burn ten to f£ifteen dollars
worth of gas=tc haul a trailer out to Butterpot Park and
back, so it is much cheaper for them, much more convenient
to go back next week. And they do not have an hour or so
af work to get their trailer levelled up and get it set
up, snd get the jacks underneath it a get everything hooked
up again, it is all set to go. And maybe during the week
they would want to take a run in for an evening and have
a cockup and it is there ready for them.

Or in ancther case where some
senior citizens perhaps - you know, the amount of work
involved. It is gquite unreasonable - if they could set it
up for any length of time.

I know of a case that is very

close to me and my hon. f£riend opposite knows what I am
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MR. H. WINDSCR: talking about, where a

particular lady, my mother, let us be honest about it,
who loves camping, has a trailer and since my father
pvassed away a few years ago, of course, she will not
dirve a car with a trailer behind it, but she loves to
be ocut in that park with her trailer. So it is quite
commen for me to tow her trailer out there and set it
up for her and leave her there for ten days. And she
might come back during the week. But if I cannot leave
it there now for ten days then it means that I have to
go out on Thursday and set her up for twb or three davs
and bring her back again and bring her out again the
next week and bring her back again. -

MRS. MCISSAC: Would the hon. member permit
a gquestion?

MR. N. WINDSOR: Yes.

MRS, MCISSAC: Well, suppose you set her up
in Barachois Park in my area and she decided to spend three
days in there and you came back here and she decided to
come home for the next three days, what happens to her
setup? Do you mean it has to be moved out of the park?

MR. N. WINDSOR: She cannot leave it there.

She cannot leave it thers unless she checks. Now, I will
tell vou what is happening here in the city, in Butterpot
Park, a number of people are going out there and they are
setting up their trailers and they are leaving them there
for the week and they are diriving to Butterpot Park once
a day just to go in and say, Heilo, I am here, I am in spot
number 537. S0 what are you accomplishing? You have the
pecple to whom you are trying to say bring your trailer
back to the city with you and leave that space vacant,
all you are doing is foreing them to spend ten dollars or
fifteen dollars on gas every day just toc drive back and
forth. It is just ridiculous. I do not know how many

people are doing that, but I do know there are people who are
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MR. N. WINDSOR: doing it.

How about another example
where, say, a couple go ocut and set up their trailer in
Butterpot Park hopefully for ten days. The husband is
still at work so the wife and kids decide that they would
like to stay out fur the week so he comes on back to
5t, John's and geoes to work for the week, how then does
the wife get that two miles or three miles or whatever
it is to check in? How does she get up there to say, Look,
I am here? The car is gone. If it is a nice day the kids
could walk up, I suppose, but if it is a rainy day what
does she do? She could hitch a ride, I suppose, with a
neighbour. Obvicusly the point is that hé parks are

designed for everybody's use and so forth, but I
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MR. N. WINDSOR: would suggest that some of

these regulations now are getting a little too stifif,
they are taking it a little too far. We go to tha
country, to our provincial parks to relax and get away
from all of this regimentzation and now we are regulating
our parks to the point where sometimes yvou wonder if it
is worthwhile.

MR. DOODY: Losing some revenue.

MR, N. WINDSOR: That is right, losing revenue.

I cannot back that one up with a statistic because I
¢hecked it here and Butterpot Park was exactly the same
this year as it was last year. Some of them have gone down
and some of them have gone up,

MRS. MCISSAC: A few people's abuse nmakes it
bad for everyone else.

MR, N, WINDSOR: Sure! Yes.

The pros and cons, you know,
some people probably are happier. Obviocusly the department
had a lot of complaints that people were leaving their
trailers but they could only leave them for a maximum of
ten days anyway, ané if people were willing to pay for ten
days then I say they have a right to leave their trailers
there for ten days, and if they want to leave it for one
or two days in that interim period, that is their bhusiness.

I will say that the solution
te the problem is very simply that we need mora camping
spots in the Province. By far our camping parks, and if
you iook again at these statistics you will see that there
is a very high level of utilization of cur camping parks
and we need many, many more made available to pecople who
wish to participate in that particular sort of recreational
endeavour.

While I am out in the country,
so to speak, I want to just make brief menticon of something

that I became guite concerned about last year while out on a

8737



Seonaian

June 1, 1978, Tape 3870, Page 2 ~-— apb

MR. H. WINDSOR: £ishing trip. What really

pointed it out to me was this simple fact, that I had
taken the day to go trouting with my daughter who was seven
years ¢ld at the time, and we had been driving arcund
all day from place to place, and stopping here and there
doing some fishing and having a boilwup and so forth and
she turned to me and she said, "baddy, how come every
where we go there is garbage?" Now, a seven-year old.
Out of the mouths of babes. aAnd there is garbage. The
hon. the Minister of Environment, I am sure, knows what
I am talking about. Anywhere that there is a grassy area
by the side of a river whére somebody might wish to stop
and have a boil-up, there is garbage, bags of garbage,
loose garbage, tin cans, bottles,anything at all.
_Sometime ago you could travel
the Province and in many of these areas you would find a
picnie table, you would find a garbage container and so
forth, but most of these are gone now the policy, of
course, being that the provincial parks have now been
built and we are hoping to encourage pecple to use these
properly regulated and properly administered facilities
where garbage disposal facilities are there and toilet
fscilities and so forth. But let us be a little more
realigtic than that, let us realize that some people do not
want to go to a provinecial park where there are 1,500 or
1,000 people in that same small area, some people still
want to go to these little grassy areas by a bridge or
by a pond or whatever and they are going to use them. I
am not so sure that we could not provide a few garbage
containers. The hon., member is solving my problem, he

is passing me a litter container.

MR, MURPHY: T will get you a big one for
vour car.
MR. N, WINDSOR: All I need now is a Chinese

army to walk around Newfoundland with these and our problems
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MR. N. WINDSOR: will be solved.

But I do want to go on record
as being extremely displeased with the state that some of
our public areas are in and I call upon our fellow
Newfoundlanders to take a little more pride in their
Province., If I ever saw one of my chlildren throw a
chocolate bar wrapper on the ground on the side of a
highway, $ir, or anywhere, it would be the last chocolate
bar they would see for about tweslve months,

MR. MURPHY: I am hoping to introduce a
litterbuyg coentest.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Well, I would encourage any

efforts that the Minister of Consumer Affdirs and the
Environment would make in that regard because I think it
is something that is drastically needed in this Province
and I would support any efforts he would make.

Now, how are we doing? I

have fifteen minutes.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, aoh!
AN HON. MEMBER: Mount Pearl or -
MR. N. WINDSOR: Do you want me to go into

Mount Pearl?

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes, go ahead.

MR. N. WINDSOR: The hon. minister wants me to

talk asbout Mount Pearl. It just happens to be one of my
favourite topics, Mr. Speaker, and I was just coming to it.
It just happened to be next.

First of all T just want to

say cne brief word. As all hon. members, I am sure, know
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MR. M. WINDSOR: we had our municipal election

in there a few months ago. We now have a new council and
I would like to congratulate these new councillors. They
are an excellent council. We have had a number of
meetings with them, had excellent liason. The minister
and his officials have met with them. I am sure the
minister will agree we have an excellent working relation-
ship going and we are looking forward to accomplishing
some very great things in the town of Mount Pearl itself.
When I talk about Mount Pearl

I have to separate here, Sir, my district. I have to talk

about the town which is the incorporated part of my
district and then the other part of the diétrict of Mount
Pearl, of course, which is not incorporated. I will deal
with, first of all if I may, Sir, some matters affescting
the town.

One of the major problems, of
course, the tocwn is facing iz the financial problem as the
minister well knows, we have had many discussions on it.
And there are 2 number of reasons for that, Sir, primarily
I would suggest because Mount Pearl is essentially a
residential community, it is a dormitcry town, a satellite
to the City of St. John's. We have not developed the way
that perhaps we had intended when in 1958 the municipal
plan was first drawn up. Certain changes came in such as
the development of the New Town and the Donovan's Industrial
Park and changes were made in accordance with the adoption
of those plans to the Mount Pearl municipal plan, As a
result Mount Pearl now is something in the order of 95
per cant residential. Its tax base is 95 per cent residential.
The population of Mount Pearl is approximately 10,590, cone
of the largest communities in the Province.

Dur tax incgidence, by the
way, 15 on the average $415 per unit.

AN HON. MEMBER: Is it that much?
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DR. WINSOR: That is higher than most
others.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Yes, one of the highest in

the Provinge.
MR, HICEMAN: That is that now?

MR. N. WINDSOR: The tax incidence in Mount

Pearl, 5415 per unit, on the average which I would suggest,
Sir, is high. _ Iwould suggest that the people in Mount
Pearl are certainly paying their way and yet -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!

MR. N. WINDSOR: $415. That includes water.

MRS. MCISSAC:

MR. N. WINDSOR:

MR. PECKFORD:

MR. N. WINDSOR:

MR. PECKFORD:
tax?

MR. N. WINDSOR:

So you are looking

water.
MR. WHITE:

MR. N. WINDSOR:

than that and this

MR. WHITE:

On the average.

That is on tﬁe average.
Oh, that included water.
Yes, that includes water.

How do they work out the water

The water tax is $90 per vear.

at $325 for property taxes and §90 for

We have a hetter deal than that.

I am sure you have a better deal

is my whole point.

So our tax base of 3,500 people

is better than yours with 9,0400.

MRS. MCISSAC:

MR. N. WINDSOQR:

is not included
MRS, MCISSAC:

MR. N. WINDSOR:

{Inaudible) service fee.

Thera is a service fee but that

That is property tax.

Yes, this is real property tax.

There is a service fee which is -

AN HON, MEMBER:

MR, N, WINDSCR:

For single people.

Yes, that is right, for boarders,

people who are working, but it really produces very little

revenue. The cost of collecting it is almost as you would get
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MR. N. WINDSQOR: out of it. It is a nuisance,

in fact.

50 the point I am trying to
make, Sir, is that the people in Mount Pearl are by all
means, paying their way and why then do we have financial
problems in the town? First of all, as I mentioned,
because we do not have enough industrial or commercial
tax base and the reason for that 1s because of the
changes that were made to accomodate the New Town
development and the Donovan's Industrial Park. So the
obvious sclution then is an expansion of Mount Pearl's
boundary to give it back the industrial base that is should
have had, that it needed. The industrial park that
was planned in 1958 in Mount Pearl was rezoned residential
in 1969, when the New Town plan was being adopted and
being planned in favour of Donovan's Industrial Park, so
there lies Mount Pearl's industrial tax base.

AN HON. MEMBER: It iz unfortunate that it was

forced on the town.

ME. N. WINDSOR: It was forced on the town. I

do not know if it is fair to say that it was forced on the
town, they did not have too much choice, but it was
negotiated, it was suggested that this was the logical thing
to do. And I support that suggestion, by the way, and I
support the decision that it was a logical thing to do.

AN HON. MEMBER: If Mount Pearl's boundaries

were expanded.

MR, N. WINDSCR: If Mount Pearl's boundaries

were expanded. And this was the one point that was missed
in 1969-1970, or something in that area. Yes, by all
means rezone it residential, that land, that property is
much better as a residential area and the industrial area
is much better at Donovan's where it has access to the
Trans-Canada Highway directly, the property is much hetter

for rail access and I think some 60 or 65 per cent of the
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MR. N. WINDSOR: industrial land ocut there

will be serviced by rail, so it was a very logical
decision teo make provided the town boundary wasg expanded
and that was missed, it was not done and that, Sir, is
the reason for Mount's Pearl's dilemma. '

Not only that, I have to say
again as I think I mentioned during the debate on the

estimates for the Department of Municipal Affairs, that
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MR, N, WINDSCR: the town is paying a very

high per unit assessment and better than 75 per cent of
the town's revenue is raised locally. Less than 25 per
cent comes from the provincial government by way of

any sort of grant.

DR. RKITCHEN: Which is again one of the
highest.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Which is, again, cne of the
highest. = I will quote you some and these are the figures

from the Henley Report. I am sure all gentlemen have them.
They are certainly available.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: These are Whelan.

MR. N. WINDSOR: These were Whelan, sorry.

Although some of them were in the Henley Report as well,
these are the revised ones from Whelan.

Paradise 35 per cent raised

locally.

MR. MURPHY: 35 per cent?

MR. N. WINDSOR: Raised locally.

MR. MURPHY: Raised locally and &5 per cent

from the Province.

MR, N, WINDSOR: And 65 per cent from the Province.

Petty Harbour - Maddox Cove,
47 per cent raised locally: Flatrock 38 per cent raised
locally; Conception Bay South 55 per cent locally. These
are 1976 figure here, hy the way.
MR. PECKFORD: Yas, well if you had it now,
the figures today, there would be less contribution by the
municipality and more by the Province.

MR. N. WINDSOR: That is right.

Now, Sir, the House passed -

MR. MURBHY: Is St. John's on that, by the
way?
MR. N. WINDSOR: St. John's is difficult hecause

it is under a different system.
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MR. MURPHY: I was just wondering, you
know.
MR. N. WINDSOR: They would be in the order -

I did have a figure -
MR.DINN: It is different because of the
fact that you have the fire and police protection.

MR. N. WINDSOR: That is right. I£f you add the

fire and police protection I think it would be around 27

per cent from the Province or something of that order.

MRS . MCISSAC: What is it?

MR. N, WINDSOR: 27 per cent.

MR. MURPHY: Is 5t. Gaorge's on that one?
MR. N. WINDSOR: N¥o, these are just in the

5t. John's urban region.

MR. MURPHY: The Kortheast.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Yes, T am sure the minister would

have the figures available in his department.
MR, PECEK¥ORD: {Inaudible} now would be about
20 per cent.

MR. N. WINDSOR: So what I am saying, Sir, is

that the town of Mount Pearl by all means has a case to
present to government for a higher rate of subsidy and,
indeed, the new municipal grant structure that was passed

by the House two years ago, I think, which has not been

proclaimed -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Last vear.
MR, N. WINDSOR: - but has not been proclaimed,

Sir, if that formula were applied the town of Mount Pearxl
would receive guite a bit more revenue from the Province
than it is receiving and in £fact, Sir, would be in a very
solvent position, very soclvent. Even as it now is, even
without the industrial tax base it would be solvent. So,
so much for the financial woes of the general budget of the
town.

Now, let us talk a little bhit
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MR, N, WINDSCR: about a capital projects

programme for the town of Mount Pearl this year, things
that need to be done. FPirst of all let us have a look

at what is being done. A $1.2 million trunk sewer, a

Mount Peary by-pass sewer, a federal-provincial programme -
and I compliment the minister, Sir, on this -~ is part of
the regional services that have already been started by

the department. The minister realized, and his department,
and government realized that we could not wait for regional
government to be put into place before we started some of
these major services and I compliment the minister and his
officials and Cabinet in general for taking this very
logical, very reasonable approach, and the Government of
Canada, for that matter, for their contribution.

MR. WHITE: Are any of those reasonable
approaches left open?

MR, N. WINDSOR: Always a reasonable approach.

The minister always takes a reasonable approach to a
reasonable request.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!

MR. N. WINDSOR: Yes,

So that is one good project.
I mentioned a few moments ago the project that was jointly
announced by the Minister of Transportation and myself
yestarday, the $636,000 contract for the widening of
Topsail Road.

AN BON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!

MR. N. WINDSOR: Sir, that iz a major break-

through. That is not the correct term but as the minister
said, it is long overdue. It is one of the major highways
in the Province, in this area at least, serving a tremendous
number of people.

MR. MURPHY: Conception Bay South has been
the greatest beneficiary of that in the past.

MR, M. WINDSCR: Unguestionahbly.
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MR. MURPHY: People trying to get back
and forth.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Yes. I am sure the membex

for Conception Bay South (Mr. Nolan) suppeorts that
project entirely. Hopefully, Sir, that is just the
beginning - or that is actually the second phase - last
year we had the widening of the Blackmarsh Road - Topsail
Road intersection, some $70,000 worth of work, that was
the beginning, that was a good start. This year is the
second phase from Blackmarsh Road to Commonwealth Avenue

and the intersection.

MR. PECKFORD: Let us hope for ten phases.
MR, N. WINDSOR: Well, I am hdping it will be

three phases, that we can complete it next year, but we
will have to take a realistic attitude to that next year
when we look at the Province's budget. But we will be
trying, we will be fighting again to get some more money
for that particular project.

To laok at the Town of Mount

Pearl itself, the capital projects there, Sir,
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MR. N. WINDSOR: three years ago, or four

vears ago I think it was, the town started the
reconstructicon of Park Avenue which was the f£irst road
in Mount Pearl, was the only road in Mount Pearl at one
time and which is still certainly one of the main roads.
T think it was $1.2 million or $1.3 million that was
spent over two years reconstructing part of that. We
still have about cone-third or a little better than cne-
third not reconstructed and it is absolutely essential,
Sir, I say that that work begin this year. It is absoclutely
essential. The condition of Park Avenue is disgraceful
at the moment, it is not fit to drive a horse and buggy
over. It is a project, Sir, that will cesk, perhaps, in
the corder of 5600,800.

MR. MURPHY: At least we c¢an bring a
helicopter over it.

MR. N. WINDSOR: A helicopter is the best mode

of travel on Park Avenue today, I can assure you.

AN HON. MEMBER: $&80,4000.

MR, N. WINDSOR: $680,000 is with engineering

and that sort of thing, vyes. The fiéure I have here is
§591,000. “That is just the capital amount. B2 number of
other streets, Sir - I wonder if I have time? I have a
minute or so =~ a number of other streets, particularly in
the older section of town, Sir, are very narrow. All the

streets in Mount Pear] were paved in, I think, 1965.

MR. MURPHY: An election year.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Absolutely! An election
campaign,

AN HON. MEMBER: It was feollowing an election,
MR. N. WINDSOR: It was a promise made by the

hon. the former Premier and he, I must admit, kept good his
promise and McNamara came in and paved every street in
Mount Pearl in record time. It did not matter if it was

mud or sticks or stones, whatever was there down went the
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MR. N. WINDSOR: pavement and as a result

we now have curb to curb potholes. We need a major
resuriacing programme, reconstruction, basiecally in nmost
places.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!

MR, HICKMAN: Do you want to adjourn the
debate?

MR. N. WINDSOR: Mr. Speaker, I would adjourn

the debate,
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Mount
Pearl has adjourned the debate.
MR. HICKMAN: Just for the record, one of the
things we have in Newfoundland - I suspect‘we are the only
place in the free world that has a wooden bridge that is
paved. It is going into Marystown and it was done in the
1971 election. It goes right over the wooden bridge and
when you drive over it now you are -~ anyway, Mr, Speaker,
I move that the remaining orders of the day do stand
deferred and that this House on its rising do adjourn until
tomorrow, Friday, June 2, 1978, at 10:00 a.m. and that this
House do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at its
rising adjourned until tomorrow Friday, June 2, 1978, at

2:00 p.m.
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